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SM: Tell me about your parents.




E
;

was, my mom was the extension. She had no

fgor‘

KA: My relationship with my father is very
sirange because of who | am. We kind of made
an agreement fo leave each other alone. The last
time | saw my fe!her was nght after the attack.

'KA Sevan 3 glrls 4 boys We're all quite close.

KA | never hcé a blg coming out party. | was
always out. My mother told me that while she
was in Iabor with me, | was a vefy hot bcby

KA: Yes of course.

KA: It was |usf ﬁ'ﬁe way it was. Maybe they
thought | was a bit weird, but the older | got
everyone knew | was such a queen.

KA: | had no problems growing up—my mom
moved us to a more educated section of
Richmond, VA.

KA: Only when | was trying to look masculine
and butch. | struggled with the whole identity of
being masculine. | was loase, my skin was soft; |
had no body hair, so | often identified more with
Black women. They were the sirong people in my
life.

KA: They were my mother's pumps. They were
red. | starfed wearing them when | was 5 undil |
sirefched them out, that was when | found out |
love high pumps.

KA: | do believe you can become anything you
want and change yourself into whomever you
want to be. | thought about being @ woman and
| was a little more on the fem/man vibe side. |
also knew that for me lo be a woman | would
need fo be a lot more feminine than | am.

KA: She is ferocious and fierce. | don't mess with
her. As for me it took me a long time to
[embrace] being o male. | love men'’s fashion

now, but | didn't like it before because it didn't
give me flare or foggotry.

KA: Of course | have. That's how Kevin Aviance
developed. | couldn’t identify as myself as being
more masculine or more male because of the
sirong female role models in my life.
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KA: | am.
KA: O course I'm dating. I'm not dead.

KA: Oh, lots of times, The people that | love have
been able to move me to the next level in my life,
they help me to reach certain achievements. Love
for me is @ movement— it's someone who can
push me in a different direction.

KA: In High Scheol. His name was Mait. We
ended up os friends ot first, he used fo invite me
to his house. We were together all through High
School. We both had girlfriends but we some-
how—we were in love. We still talk fil’ this day.

KA: | donit know. | just did it. | fall/in love with
these fierce women. They weren't a piece of
trash. They were gorgeous and stunning and had
attitude.

KA: They knew something. When | tell you | was
a freak, | was a freak. | was artistic. It wasn't
about being gay: IF you were gay, you were oust
ed, | acted like a faggot but | brought it in a dif-
ferent way. You have o understand; you're deal-
ing with someone who doesnit work with the
norm my fantasies are my realities.

KA: That question is loaded. If a woman can
make me feel the right woy—you know what? I'm
38 years old and this place [New York City] is
one depressing ass place sometimes. After what
I've been through, my rules have changed. I'm
more open to allowing more love in my life, more
than I'm used to.

KA: | answered the question already. Don't try it.
Don't you dare—I| will read you. You'll get a let-
ter to the editor. Basically, I'm allowing love to
happen, |'m not going fo go out and search for
it. | do love men—don't get me wrong—but if a
woman make me feel cunt, then bring itl

KA: | am a gay, crossdressing, high-heelwear-
ing, runway-walking queen.

KA: No. [laughs] The only weman Ill tell you
about is my mother.

LIFE

KA: There was no where else for me fo live. New
York City is the most fabulous p|aca in the world.
There's so much going on.

KA: | guess it will be Sylvester. He was the first
one | ever saw.

KA: Because | was fold | couldnt do it, that |
could pever look the part of drag.

KA: | was in fourth grade and | was siﬁging owill
survive’. My mom did my make up and my dad
didn‘t know about it.

KA: lim the eldest daughter. | was discovered by
the mother in D.C. | had very long hairweave.
The mother of the House saw something in me
and asked if | wanted fo join the house.

KA: Two or three frophies. The first ball | ever
walked, | was told | looked like a caudal, but |
would say | feel like the real trophies are watch-
ing people dance fo my music af the balls.
There's no other hophy bigger then that, there's
no other joy. | get chills thinking about it: First
time | saw people dancing to one of my songs, |
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cried like a baby. It's so emetional for me. When
you're with your own people and seeing them
loke something you've done and make some-
thing out of it and you're the soundtrack for i

all—that is the
biggest achievement you can get in your life.
That's the bnggas? rrophy

KA Yes, | lhmk I have [ thmk Ive influeniced
some people. | know in drag | have.

11UsIC

KA: | was ho:n.\..\ril'h. the love. I've heard the
rhythm of music since birth.

KA: Cunly is my aint no mountain high enough.
Without that song | weuld not have grown to be
where | am now. It represents so much. It's time-
less,.  When that beat goes off,
| see so many peaple run to the dance floor.

KA: Patti Labelle's song 'Music is my Life".

KA: | feel like I'm not just a flash in the pan. If's
a wonderful feeling. I's great to know that you're
the Queen of Dance.

KA: | know | heard it from somewhere. | don't
think | invented it. | think | gave more of a
Webster to it.

KA: My new album will be more Gospel, Jazz,
R&B, Dance. If's going fo be my masterpiece. I'm
rapping on it foo. I'm a huge fan of rap music.

KA 5v|vesrer Grace Jones, Diana Ross, Boy
George, David Bowie.

—— HONOPHOBIA

KA: | was coming from a photo

shoot for the HX gay pride

issue. Afier the photo shoot, | =
was with the photographer's '
beyfriend and we went to this

place called The Cockiail.

Then, we walked over to the
Phoenix. later on, | left him

and | was walking home—this

is one o'clock in the morning—
was very happy. | had a pair of
shorts on, combat boots, my bag
filled with my pumps and laptop.
The streets weren’t really crowded
because it was early in the morning.
| saw a bunch of young black boys
ahead and |, you know, checked
myself a litle bit, and walked
past them.

r
f

KA: Just made
myself

CONTINUES ON PAGE 8
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aware of them. So, | was walking past them and
this boy calls out, “You aint diesel son.” | locked
at him like, ‘girl, please’. | said nothing, but | did
wave at them like, whatever. Affer doing that,
something told me fo turn around and | tumn
around and there is this big frash bag flying at
me. | duck that and the guy picks up another
trash bag and throws that one af me. | duck that
one and he has this spay can in his hand— think
he just finished fagging something—he looked at
me and | just said to myself, Kevin, this is not
going fo be cute. | stood there and he has that
can in his hand and he throws it at me and | just
duck and it goes on past me. His boys are goof-
ing on him and it's kind of like a peer pressure
thing. So he said, ‘No, no, ne, I'm going to get
you faggot.” He's walking towards me end I'm
backing up and | said to myself, ‘Let me get into
the street because the cars are coming down’. |
literally thought he wasn't geing to go that far,
but he calls for his guys, they then disappear.
They were nowhere fo be found. | kept walking
in the street and someone grabbed me from
behind, pulled my arms back and someone else
hit me in the back—! had my purse they weren't
taking my purse.

KA: Yeah, it was because | was gay. What do
you think it was for? These boys were out to kill
me and that was it. Now, did they go out that
night to randomly go beat up any kind of per-
son? | donit know that story. All | know is they
had no remorse when they kicked me on the
head over 30 times. | know that these ‘brothers’
of mine felt like they were conirolling the situation
colled ‘The World" and of that mement in fime
they thought they were going to cancel out what
they didn’t want to see or what they thought was
negative. There's nothing random about @ gay
bashing, you can feel the heat in their bodies,
you can see the rage in their faces, you can see
them turn into something that's not human.

KA: | thought they were 30,000 of them. All of
this happened between a minute or three. Now |
know there were four of them.

KA: 1 think they told on themselves.

KA: There were people who identified them. No
one fried to help.

KA: Because it's New York—also, it was the first

time something like this happened to me—my
mouth is big but this was one time in my life that

| kept my mouth shut. If | would have said some- i
thing they would have killed me. | really do
believe that.

KA: God hascpJun Forme Idon'ttrytolateon
it. What I'm learning from therapy is fo occept
what has happened, and to nof allow if to mani-
fest as my fault. This was an act brought upon

me.

KA: A range of things. Just not knowing or edu-
cating yourself. | think the true sheer fact of you
asking me this question promotes discrimination,
I am so sick and tired of the negative. We need
fo concentrate on the prize no matter what it i is.
This picture is so big and we need fo love.
hug and tolerate each other and follow: ﬂ‘lraugh
with if.

KA: I¥s not called lack its called doing the right
thing. If the Block community would stop it with
the categories and just go back to the vacation
bible class and love thy neighbor—everything
would be all rlghi

KA: I'm warkmg on my album, Mtstar lef and
there's a line of pumps coming out called Kevin
Aviance.

At the end of this interview, it was as though we
had connected on a different level. Irmiaud af
being a legend, a giont unfouchable presence,
he was more human and fangible, someone |
had connected with and felt closer fo. | realized
as he left, with as much floir as he arrived el
he was correct with his thoughts, and that _un‘y‘ \
one who applies his or herself can become as ]
strong an influence as he has. Kevin Avianceis
belief in personal greainess is possibly the key to
ad\l;:ncing the gay movement fo where it needs
to be.

Ql"?l Fzﬂm

Maka Plans To Attend The Nation's Hottest & Sexiest Circuit Event

Memorial Day Weekend, Miami, Florida
May 241hv28£ i

Taking Reservations Now/ HLZH Regency Miami
Visit Us Online @ www.sizzlemiami.com
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He knows he has HIV. He doesn’t know
ﬁ his HIV puts him at risk for kidney disease.

Ask your doctor about your risk factors and the impact
that HIV and its treatment may have on your kidneys.




“l don’t have anything against gay people,
but I'm not gay.” If | hear that statement
uttered from the lips of a heterosexual, a
ce|ebrity, or a celebriry posing as a hetero-
sexual one more time, I'm liable to scream

and try to hurt somebody. THAT I& WHY |

GPEAK UP.

Every time | see or hear someone make
statements like that not only does it piss me
off, but it makes me want to speak even
louder than I'm usually propelled to do. The
statement itself insinuates that there is some-
thing ‘wrong’ or disgustingly disturbing
about 'gay people. At the same time it
always seems as if the person saying the
words actually DOES have a problem with
gay people. It's as if they're saying, “I'm
cool with y'all, as long as you keep that
quiet, keep it over there, and don't get any
on me.” My life, your life, OUR
LIVES are just as sacred,
meaningful, and valuable

as anyone else. THAT i&
WHY | PEAK UP. That's not what most of

us have been taught, however.

“Suffer in silence, don’t air your dirty laundry
in public, what happens in the family stays in
the family”... take your pick. All of these are
old adages that carry with them an under-
lying message. | can’t speak for anyone
but myself, but being afforded the same
rights, privileges, and respect as a hetero-
sexual person is of the utmost importance to
me. | happen to one who believes that one
of the only ways to ensure that becomes a
reality is for me to be visible, open, and up
front, about who | am, when | need to. Even
within the confext of my own lineage, there
are people in my family-aunts, uncles,
cousins, grandparents who still don't know
that | am HIV positive. I'm told that they all
know I'm same gender loving, as a result of
conversations that I've had with some of my
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cousins, who've in turn had conversations
with their parents, who have in turn have
conversations with their siblings, and my
grandmother. When | stop and think about
how uncomfortable things became recently
when | had o discussion with my mother
about wanting to inform my family about
my HIV status, | feel stifled. The conversa-
tion was one that produced tears, honesty,
challenges, and numerous uncomfortable

silences. THi& & WHY | GPEAL UP. This is

why | want to speak up to my own relatives,
not only about my HIV status, and Brave
Soul Collective, but also about my
sexuality. They all may know, but most of
them never got that information direcily
from me, which means that there’s a $9.9%
chance that they didn't get the

whole accurate story.

2 ree&tﬁr 1% for me 9 b vigible, and hamest

We can speak or be spoken for. THAT I
WHY | PEAK UP | don't seek to speak for

all gay/same gender loving black men. I'd
never be so narcissistic as fo think that |
could c:ccurate!y do so. However, at the
same fime what I've witnessed over the last
8 months since BSC's inception has been
something miraculous. I've seen the ele-
ment, the energy of truth that we have car-
ried with us multiply and spread. It's like we
speak, and other peop|e, especially a lot of
us other same gender loving black men feel
like they then have the courage to do the

same. THAT 16 WHY | SPEAK UP.,

| know that there are a lot of things to con-
sider when looking at disclosure of sexual
preference, and/or HIV status, but | also
have seen how powerful and liberating
these types of disclosure can also be.
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Granted, not everyone wishes to be com-
pletely open about things such as sexuality
and especially HIV status. | respect, under-
stand and honor that fact. Even as honest
and open as | wish to be about some
things, there are still things that | will never
share with anyone. Not necessarily
because they're shameful, but simply
because they are PRIVATE. What life has
shown me also however is that | also have
the blessing of being able to choose if,
when and how honest | wish to be. There
are times when it's necessary for me to
open my mouth, set someone straight (no
pun intended) and remind them that just
because they don't spot what they think is a
gay person, they are indeed in the pres-
ence of one who gives and demands just as
much respect as they do.

As long as people feel like they have the
right to deny someone their experience of

existence based on religious beliefs, /LL

$PeAK uP. As long as members of our
like

community

Prince, Sakia Gunn and most recently
Michael Sandy are subjected to viclence
as a result of hatred, fear and homophobig,

I'LL GPEAK uP. Being black, gay/same

gender loving, and male (and also HIV pos-
itive) is challenging enough without having
to feel like you have to BE something to,
and for everyone else. If there’s one thing
that the last two years of my life (with HIV)
have taught me, it's that life is sacred, and
not fo be taken for granted. I've just decid-
ed by now that if I'm not livin my life for
ME, | cin’t livin. Call me defensive, call me
opinionated, call me an activist, call me
what you want, — I’ll be all of that while
I'm here if it means that | can be proud of
who and what | am [while I'm here).

e
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A decade aqgo in 1776, Emonuel Xavier
wned his life around from o life of pros-
titution ond drug dealing to become one
of the most significont voices to emerge
from the spoken word movement. The
openly gay latino poet has since pub-
lished two poetry collections. Pier Queen
and Americano. edited a critically
acclaimed anthology DBullets &
Butterflies queer spoken word poetry
ond a soon-to-be-reprinted semi-autobi-
ogrophicol cult clossic novel. Christlike.
His work hos olso been featured every-
where from Ubon Lotino to the Jomes
White Reviev to Cerre.

He hos oppeared on television os a
guest host of In The Life on FBS. per-
formed several times on Russell
Simmons presents Def Poetry on HBO,
co-starred in the feature film The Ski
Trip, on LOCO ond just got acting cred
doing background work on Llaw & Order
on NBC. He will also be seen in the inde-

A man..a A'fg&i‘y/e..dJaarney

pendent film, Beyond The Walls, due out
next year,

Ermanuel Xavier is also the visionory

: genius behind The Glom Slom. the

CE

e

annual NMYC event which combines ele-

: ments of poetry slom competitions with

ballroom culture. He founded the House
of Xavier. o collective of artists. as o trio-
ute to the ball scene which nurtured him
during his decadent past with the sup-
port of good friends such as Willi Minja

In the spirit of the beotnik poets. when
Ermnanuel Xavier is not reading @ poem
ot a local protest or voicing his political
thoughts. he con be found shoring his
unopologetic words everywhere from
the Muyorican Poets Cofe to Rikerls
lsland Prison to Columbio University ond
oround the country. He hos worked

. octively vith gueer ond homeless youth

ond lent his nome to mony benefits
throughout the yeors and even put sev-
eral together himself for orgonizations
suchas the Latino Commiasion on AIDS,
Youth Enrichment Services ond the
World Trade Center Disaster Relief
Fund (the latter of which brought out
everyone to the stoge from Cloire
Danes to Oscor Hijuelos to Lou Peed)
For all of this ond so much more, he is
recipient of the Maorsha A. Gomez
Cultural Heritoge Award ond a MYC
Council Citation.

All of these accomplishments nearly
ended o yeor ogo when he wos brutally
attacked on the streets of Brooklyn by o
group of more than a dozen teens
iNn o notorious incident. Fortunotely.
Emaonuel Xavier monaged to survive
once again ond is certain to tumn these
struggles into beauty and continue
sharing his passion with the world




It’s one o'clock in the
morning, three days
since we last spoke and
two restless nights that
I've wrestled with my
thoughts.

I have honored your
request that 1 not call
you to further discuss
the matter and I have
tried so hard not to butt
into your business. But
the look on your face as
vou told me of your
decision still haunts me. The look of youthful insouciance I'd often seen on your
face had been replaced by shadows. And though the darkness as it appeared on
vour face was unusual. what the shadows represented were not: they were shad-
ows that told of doubt and self-loathing. It was a face [ had seen many times on
s0 many others. You see Marcus, | understand shadows.,

That chilly day in the park you told me you had decided to reconsider your sex-
uality. You asked me not to speak, but to listen. And I respected your wish,
instead, looking around the park, the secluded spot you chose and realizing it
was the right place for you at that time, a space so secluded as to protect you
from harm and vet with the open skies above, a space that might grant you ascen-
sion, After you finished your explanation you told me not to expect to see you
very often. Then you stood and walked away.

I watched you walk back to your car smaller and less significant than [ have ever
seen you and as gray as the day that framed you. I wanted to cry not only
because a friend was leaving me, but for all the young men and women who have
had to suffer through your pain.

And that Is why. my friend. | have decided to
yrite thlf) |ette!'. I can no longer stand by and waich the debasement

of another of my brothers or sisters. | want to give you food on your journey,
and | hope the bread | offer will grant you strength along the way. It will prob-
ably be the only sustenance you will receive. Marcus, here are some thoughts 1
want you to carry:

It is no doubt you've been told you are an aberration, a smear on the course of
humankind. Don't believe it. You are not an aberration. You are a component
of nature and its tendency to vary in its makeup.

Your homosexuality is no more exclusive than the difference in height between
an NBA player and a jockey; or those who might have a natural tendency
towards obesity as compared to some who cannot for the life of them gain
weight; it is no different than those who are born to function primarily with their
left hand while others who cannot function with hands at all; or those who have
near incomparable physical strength and those whose frailty allowed them to
live only for a day.

VOL 8 /ISSLE 1 » €Li€ — 22 — www.cikmagazine.com

In nature’s tendency towards diversity we have been
given people whose minds mainly grasp abstractions
while others, logic. It 1s the will of the force of
nature that deals in diversity, just look around at the
different races that people this planet. If nature can
offer such diversity, why then would it not offer
homosexuality as a complement to its course? Your
homosexuality is no less an aberration than merely
difference.

‘Ah, but those other differences dont cause pain’,
they might tell you, but don’t fall for that either,
because neither dees your homosexuality. The pain
is caused by bias, not your sexual nature, It’s the
same pain that once made some cry out that the phys-
ically challenged be thrown to the wolves, or that the
existence of other races be the agent behind social
woes.

Sadly, it's never their own pain they choose to see,
the pain brought on by their social or personal mal-
adies, instead they choose to make others the source
of their discomfort. Even the fact that you. my
friend, are asked to ‘reconsider your sexuality’ shows
the extent to which such people will go in order to
form a fragile matrix in which to house their own
short comings.

And do not let those who oppose you lump you into
the category of rapists and molesters either. They
will often try to do that. Rapists and molesters harm.
Heterosexual and homosexual rapists and molesters
cause harm, not heterosexuality and homosexuality
in and of themselves.

There are those who will tell you your sexual orien-
tation is unnatural, but don’t buy into that way of
thinking. Your homosexual orientation developed as
a course of nature, it was not artificially induced.
Therefore it is natural.

Quite often, what is really meant by those who might
use the terms, ‘unnatural’, or ‘not normal’, is that
your sexual orientation does not match that person’s
moral beliefs. In fact, the words *natural” and ‘nor-
mal’ are terms that deal primarily with matters of
biological occurrence and measurement, more than
maoral ideology.

But the implications of this argument go further than
it appears; its basis is the same as the reasoning that
your sexual nature (and only wours, mind vou,
because in their view heterosexuality is not to be dis-
sected) is one of choice. It's the implication that
since it is choice and not of nature, it is not of God;
therefore it can be (and should be) undone.




You even told me your sister suggested you might not be homosexual. but are
simply trying to fit a fad. Only you know the truth. Only you know the depth
and the history of your feelings. It is you, and only you, who know whether or
not you chose to be homosexual; and I know, given the pain you have gone
through most of your life, vou probably wouldn’t have chosen to be homosexual,
though please, love who you are just as vou love the skin you're in. It is the gift
God gave you. It’s called Life. Yours.

ﬁeqarding mC}rO“tLJ. When we think of morality we think of
inflexible codes of conduct. But, in fact, our moral precepts are not so inflexible,
they can be very pliant. History has shown us that. For instance, the difference
between the moral standards that once viewed women as an adjunct to mankind,
or ones that supported the belief of the inferiority of black people to whites are
vastly different than moral standards of today. So be aware when someone
declares you a moral miscreant.

Morality can be used to protect and enlighten in the most divine way. or it can be
actualized as an agent of great harm and destruction. To be safe when consider-
ing matters of morality, Marcus, accept those things in life that do not harm your-
self or others, and ones that nurture and create a positive energy for yourself and
your environment,

So unless it can truly be proven that being gay works against this positive force,
then by all means embrace it with the warmth it deserves no matter what others
might think.

Now, often this is when discussions of God and religion come into play. ['m sure
I don’t have to remind you of those talks, But what I will tell you is this: God is
an abstract concept that humankind has honed to explain phenomena (matters
such as being, death, circumstance, etc) that govemn life. And there are many
views, all of which claim divine providence. To say the concept of God is an
abstraction is not to say It doesn’t exist. I, for one, believe God does exist. It's
just that our ability to fully understand God is greatly lacking. It is very difficult
to understand something that cannot be fully realized as fact.

Even to the point that we have come to apply anthropomaorphic terms to describe
God speaks of our desire to come to terms with It. And you know what Marcus?
We can come to terms with It, but we cannot explain [t. We cannot explain or
understand something so powerful, so infinite as God.

Beyond it all, this is where faith comes into play. Notice, | said ‘faith’, not
‘belief”. So many people profess to have faith when all they really have is belief.
Someone once described belief as wishing things to be as you are told they should
be, and faith as a letting go of expectation, to be able to throw yvour arms open
and accept what is not known or understood. Our beliefs are shaped by cultural,
political and to some degree, personal influence, but very little faith. Marcus, let
go of the fear and grab hold of love, and you’ll be all right.

Fan“LJ regOfdlnq OOd I can't leave this discussion without

addressing the old catch phrase that God does not condone homosexuality.
Challenge them to prove it.

I mean, really, since God is omniscient, then He knew you were going to be gay.

At this point you will probably be challenged with the notion of ‘free will® as
grace from God. Okay. that’s cool, but if He punishes us for our choice then free
will was not given out of grace. And anyway, what need is there for something
that has all that divine power to allow free will anyway? Is it a divine joke? He
has all this power (remember, He is also omnipotent) and yet He sets people up
to become what they should not be and then punishes them?? Ideas like this sim-
ply make no sense.

We can use the same old beliefs, borne, again, of culture and politic or we can
turn to a faith that liberates us from such precepts and simply embrace the idea

that everyone has the right to become self actualized towards a spirit that causes
no harm to self or others, a nurturing spirit. Love. Personally, [ choose to walk
a spiritual path (failing sometimes as humans do), than a religious one. The two
arc not the same because religion is man-made and is prone to all the influences
I stated above, while spirituality is the essence of God. Many seek religion
(earthly power), but few seek spirituality.

Another argument used to oppose homosexuality is that it causes the destruction
of the family and shuns procreation. First of all. if a family is firmly entrenched
in love it will not allow the fact that one of its members is gay destroy it. If it
does, then it needs to re-evaluate its shortcomings because matters of diversity as
well as adversity will always arise within the family structure.

And regarding the whole procreation thing, s

point of view assumes if those of us who are homosexual act on our nature, then
everyone will become homosexual and procreation would cease. (What??7)
Marcus, evervone would not become homosexual if someone who is homosexu-
al chooses to live his or her life. Humans are not that monolithic. Besides, if pro-
creation is the prime reason for the validation of existence, then we are all in step
to miss the fullness that makes us human, 1 believe the positive growth of our
individual spirit (one imbued in love) is the prime agent of our lives. not the
extension of the physical self. And what about matters of over-population and
adoption anyway?

Furthermore, if my understanding of biology serves me correctly, the propagation
of life is a powerful force. How do we know that sexual intercourse is really
needed to achieve it anyway? All living beings don’t engage in sexual intercourse
in order to procreate.  Who is to say humans, if given the fate of the cessation of
intercourse would no longer generate offspring? Maybe it would happen through
cellular division as it does in some life species on this planet? It may sound far
fetched, but so 1s the notion of Immaculate Conception.

Anyway, does God really need to implement the notion of copulation to achieve
population? Remember He is omnipotent; maybe an infrequent blink of His eye
would bring into being a life. Just another mystery never to be solved.

A final Word about fc}mllu: it has long been high time to
redefine the concept of ‘family’. It's been done before (for example, the
Industrial Revolution), so why not again? The strongest giue to hold together a
family is love.

I.O\/e, The best definition of love I've ever heard is: “The will to exiend one s
self for the purpose of nurturing one s own or another s spiritual growth.” (M.
Scott Peck, 'The Road Less Traveled’). Marcus, love yourself. Seek this kind of
love from others. Demand it so you might know it. Only then will vou be able
to live it. Listen, you have all the right in the world to seek the nurturance of your
spirit free from the whims of others. Love yourself. Don’t get caught up in the
games people play in their attempt to gain dominance over your life; it’s been
done to many throughout the ages.

When you leam to love yourself, you are able to love others, and you grow
beyond the borders of religious doctrine and demagoguery towards a true spiritu-
al journey. You become open to wondrous things about your life, about Life peri-
od. You become the person God meant you to be.

In the end, ‘The Mystery® we call Life will probably always continue, and will
probably never be understood, and that’s okay. You see the ‘The Mystery” is not
as scary as it might sound. It is fear that holds most of us captive to lives of trep-
idation, hatred and inconsequence, not love.

Marcus, I wish you well on your journey. [ love vou dearly and will always be
in that place waiting for you. You know where to find me, because we have both
been to that place. Remember Love and Faith.
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JASM 1 NE CANNICK:
Stopping the N Word Starts
With Blacks i

Black leaders are calling on the enter- ‘
tainment industry to stop using the "N
word, a move in theory that I support
wholeheartedly.

Do | think that the entertainment
industry glves a dornn?

Absolutely not, but it makes for great
news clips and if one didn’t know any
better they'd think we were really doing
something here. But in actuality,
Blacks would be foolish to expect an
industry that is only concerned with
making money and lots of it to volun-

| tarily comply with the request of a few
Black leaders when there’s millions of
dollars to be made.

The N word is profitable, let’s face it.

How do | know?

Because every Tuesday millions of us
disperse to our local music stores and
support artists, many of whom are
Black, that in their lyrics degrade
women and use the N word freely. In
we fact, we expect to them do it, that’s
what we want and that’s why they're
rich.

To expect record companies, who are
raking in millions each year off the N
word to voluntarily give that up is irra-
tional. The only way we're going to
make sweeping systemiec changes in the
way the N word is used is if we force it
economically and quite frankly I don’t
think we really want to do that.

In order for change to be made that
would mean that we would have to stop
listening to the artists that we love so
much. It would mean that we couldn’t
support films where the N word was
used, no matter who's starring in it. It
would mean the boycotting of radio sta-
tions that play songs from artists who
r use the N word. No more buying
designer clothes from artists who use
the N word. No more buying concert
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WHICH NIGGAH ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT?: Brief Notes Toward a Politics of

Aresponse to Jesse Jackson and Jasmine Cannick (among ofhers)

By Frank Leon Robgis

Well, here we are again, entangled in
what is perhaps one of the oldest debates
among black cultural crities: the Niggah
dispute. As a poststructuralist academic
who is also invested in ground-level black
polities, I have to admit I've been pretiy
disappointed with the ridiculous recent

calls by black leaders to “stop using

Nigger altogether” as the answer to all
racial injustice.

What bothers me the most about these
factivist” responses to Michael Richard’s
racist tirade is the tendency to make the
term Nigger itself the problem, rather
than a question of who gets to use the
word, why, and in what context.

Thus far I've heard few people mention
thie obvious: the “N-word” that white
folks use (Nigger) is rarely the same “N-
word” that black folks use (“Niggah”,
which I would argue is both grammatical-
ly and ideologically different).

To condemn the use of the N-word with-
out any regard to context is to simply
make a fetish of the term and erase the
specificity of why the term became otfen-
sive—or not—to begin with.

I think the real question is this: in what
ways might we maintain a critical rela-
tionship to the debased history of
“Nigger”, while still being careful not to
shut down alternative uses of the word
that have been deployed in the service of
progressive reappropriative polities?

In her essay “Critically Queer” feminist
philosapher Judith Butler discusses the
ways in which the term “queer” went
from being an insull to a slogan of resist-
ance: Butler argues that in the early 1990s
“queer politics” emerged as an attempt to
embrace values which were originally
seen as “shameful”: being gay, being
unmarried, being on the outside of cul-
ture, ete.

Similarly, here in 2006 “black queer stud-
ies” is the hot new field within academia,
championed by progressives as varied as
Qathy Cohen, E. Patrick Johnson, Dwight
McBride and Jewelle Gomez, to name
just a few. For better or worse, queer is all
over the place, and rarely is still consid-
ered that initial, unspeakable “epitaph” it
once was.

The point? Well doesn't this radical re-
appropriation of "queer” suggest that it

Re-appropriation

might indeed be possible for certain
words to be “returned” to the very groups
that they were originally meant to injure;
that these same words can be ecited
against their originary purposes; and
that ultimately these terms might be used
to critically perform a reversal of effects?

By now, I think you've guess where I

~ stand on this: Yes. But enough about

queer. The real question is this: since
“queer” got “queered” (even by the black
gueers) why cant niggah?

What amazes me the most about the
widespread condemmnation of black folks’
use of “niggah”, is the complete lack of
historicity that often undergirds such
criticism. How quickly we forget history!

Somehow 1 think we've forgotiten that
“nigger” and “black” were initially used as
synonyms. While one of those terms (nig-
ger) continues to be demonized, oddly
enough the other (black) has become nat-
uralized in racial discourse. But the fact of
the matter is this: up until the early half
of the twentieth century, calling someone
“a black” was often considered just as



offensive as calling them “a nigger”. The two
terms were understood to be roughly equal in
their debasement. Just like “a nigger”, being
“a black” was also figured as dirty, nasty,

ugly.

But then something happened. “Its” name?
“Black Power”.

People seem to forget that is was the rhetoric
of the civil rights and black power move-
ments of the 1960s/70s which first changed
the debasing connotation of “being black”
into something politically affirmative. The
then radical and unprecedented concept that
“black was beautiful” marked a major shift in
“blackness” as a term of endearment rather
than debasement. The call to “say it loud, I'm
black and I'm proud” provided a political pre-
cursor to feminist mantras such as “the per-
sonal is political” and queer politics’ “we're
here, we're queer, get used to it.” The point?
Blackness changed.

WILL (YOU) NIGGAH?

I find it to be an ironic mark of history that at
the dawn of the twenty-first century we now
have black activists who want to shut down
any attempt to embrace the shame of Niggah
even when the very history “blackness” itself
is one of such critical reappropriation.

Just as terms like “butchqueen”, “cunt”,
“homo”, and “faggot™ can sometimes be used
as ambivalent yet critical terms of endear-
ment (depending on who's calling who what
and why), it seems as though our very first
step at “getting pass Nigger” might indeed be
starting with Niggah.

ABOUT FRANK LEON ROBERTS

Frank Ledn Roberts is a young cultural erit-
ic and scholar from New York City. A grad-
uate of NYU’s Gallatin School (B.A., 2004)
and Tisch School of the Arts (M.A., 2005), he
is currently a Corrigan Predoctoral Fellow
(Ph.D.) in NYU’s Graduate School of Arts
and Science. Outside of academnia, he contin-
ues to be involved politically with Brooklyn's
People of Color in Crisis (Leadership Award
Recipient 2004), the Policy Institute of
NGLTF (Urvashi Vaid Fellow 2003-2004),
The Gay Men’s Health Crisis (House of Latex
Project Fellow 2004-2005), and the
National Black Justice Coalition (Founding
Board of Directors). As a commentator on
black popular culture he has appeared on
venues such as the Ricky Lake Show and
MTV, as well as publications such as the San
Francisco Chronicle, Pacific News and Yo!
He also contributes to SGL publications like
CLIK, FlavaLife and Rockstar. A native New
Yorker, he lives in Brooklyn, New York., get
used to it.” The point? Blackness changed.
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Blood Beats: Vol. 1
Demos, Remixes &

Extended Versions
by Ernest Hardy

Writing from a critical cen-
ter that is melanin-based/
feminist/ pro-queer/
unabashedly-leftist, LA-
based writer Ernest Hardy
(a Sundance Fellow and
member of the Los Angeles
Film Critics Association
whose work has appeared in
Rolling Stone, Vibe, the LA
Times, the LA Weekly and
more) pens essays, inter-
views and reviews whose
subject matter ranges from
underground hip-hop and
American indie film to mod-
ern French cinema, from
revealing interviews with
Warren Beatty, Meshell
NdegeOcello and Les
Nubians to an essay on gay
rappers and queer rap audi-
ences that pushes beyond
the clichés of the media-
stoked “down-low” phe-

nomenon.
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Spirited: Affirming
the Soul and Black

Gay/Lesbian Identity
edited by G. Winston James
& Lisa C. Moore

In Spirited: Affirming the
Soul and Black
Gay/Lesbian Identity,
more than 40 writers
address the question of
how we, as same-gender-
loving black people,
affirm ourselves as sexual
and spiritual people.
These sacred narratives
are a canon for our sur-
vival—holy texts pro-
claiming the divinity of
our lives, the righteous-
ness of our love, and the
sanctity of our being.
Spirited is a must-read
for those on a journey
toward spiritual and self-
acceptance.
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[characters] and feel connected to them.”

What’s amazing about Ken Jackson, Jr’s writing is his
perspective,  In both his books and films he brings
a passion and energy that both compels the readers/
viewers and challenges then at the same time

Jackson’s characters are at once accessible and familiar, The
stories captivate and the plots are so ripe with
messages  and  imagery  that  one  cannot  help
anticipating the next thought, scene, or experience.
Jackson states that he “writes so that people can reach the
He goes on toe
reveal that in some cases aspects of his characters are biographical,
either parts of himself or parts £ people he has known and/or loved.
In both the books and films he has fond a strong audience with Black
women, likethe E. Lynn Harris. And at the same time like the beloved
James Earle Hardy, he has a unique voice for black gay and bisexual
men (or just men who kick it like that!) and resonates resoundingly with
these men. At the core of his work is his ability to write about issues
without becoming preachy or deciding for the audience how they
should or should not feel or react to the circumstances.
And while there are no pretty pictures, his imagery allows the
reader to create a vast array of images and visual representations
much like Michael-Christopher’s graphic artistic cartooning,

In his trilogy, Colorful Matters, Reconcilable Sacrifices, and As if We
Never Met the reader becomes familiar with Kier McBride. Kier is not
your usual brother, nor is he the poster child for the DL Brotha-
but he is at once shown with remarkable depth of personality and
humanity the intricate challenges and issues facing men; particularly
Black men, in a society where they are brought up to believe they are
or should I_'It‘ heterosexual, only. For the first time, through Jackson’s
books we get to understand the dilemma of bmtherq who have same

VOL 8/ ISSUE 1 = €LiC

I By DARRYL

L L L R R N R, Y

L T T L

27

sex attractions and the struggles and challenges they face in coming
to terms with their true sexuality. But, that would be a simple short
story— instead Jackson also depicts in his tales a delicately woven
fabric of personal choices, secrets, pain, pleasure, and obstacles- much
like life itself.

These stories are not one sided. We are treated by Jackson to a full
range of characters and expressions creating a full spectrum of people,
places, ideas, and choices. This is not a series of stories justifying
anything, but instead examining the condition of the human heart and
mind; particularly about intimate and psychological affections,

N R N Y Y

His production company sums up the
quality of his work well... On Point!

SasssssasssBsEBROBNARERERBRBERS

Jackson states he was “inspired to create films by Faith Trimel
(Black Aura On An Angel) when I met her in Adanta” Trimel has
been a source of inspiration for many people and is “doing her thing”
and making a difference in the Black gay and lesbian film industry, and
indeed the industty as a whole, This prompted Jackson to open his
worldview and consider filmmaking as an avenue for expression that he
could feel equally passionate about an empowered in.

Jackson states he found his passion for both writing and filmmaking
while on a perscohal pilgrimage. He states that once he statted writing
t “just flowed. I wrote the first two books in six months.”

Jackson'’s first film experience as documentary on the “DL"” was
unremarkable but Jackson admits that he did the entire film alone and
realized some valuable lesions in the process. He obviously learned
those well because his film Just Between Us is a wonderful documen-
tary presentation of the evolution of Black Gay, lesbian, Bisexual , and
Transgender criticism and inspiration from leading filmmakers,
writers, and activists in Atlanta, Georgia. He uses his style to tell a
story, again, without telling the viewers what they should think but
challenging them to explore the history (herstory).

Jackson has not stopped, along with relocating to Dettoit to care for
his mother, the oldest of five children, he continues to walk on the
edge and push the margins for Black folks who have been missing in
any appreciable way in both literature and film. Jackson’s recent
projects include the films A Cigarette Moment, and Keith & Greg, o
stage musical production Birdsong, and a new sitcom/serial Bottoms,
Up. Whatever Ken Jackson, Jr., decides to do you can be sure you will
not be disappointed. He promises to come straight from the heart and.
produce images, characters, and stories that represent and expoge
greatness that is in us as well as the challenges we face everyday-as
people trying to make live in this world. His production company
sums up the quality of his work well... On Pointe!

You can learn more about Ken Jackson, Jr., and his upcommg p,md ;
by visiting www.onpointeproductions.com.
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man at a pride festival in the great

city of Chicago. My skin was
radiating that day and I could tell by
others frozen stares that I
possessed a certain magnetic sexual
energy. I remember oiling my body that
morning thinking, “these niggas are
gonna’ love dis 8 pack”. That day I
intentionally left my shirt unbuttoned. It
was then that I officially deemed myself
the Black Adonis of God’s green earth.
Anyway, my crew and I hit the streets to
embark upon many drive by greetings but
only one sexy ass Chi-town native recog-
nized my invitation for him to step to me.
Unlike others who'd just gawk and smile;
he arrogantly asserted himself and person-
ified an enticing demeanor. We chatted,
laughed and exchanged numbers to plan
our highly anticipated rendezvous. 1 can
still remember the way he kept licking his
lips and repeating my name. I knew he had
a handful of thirsty groupies but I insisted
that he call me before the weekend was
over. As the night passed, my entourage
and I continued on throughout the park;
exchanging numbers and lustful hugs to
only forget about old boy we met earlier.
Needless to say, I never heard from him
that weekend. In fact, an entire month
passed before I ever saw this man. Our late
night' phone calls and extensive emails led
to his first visit of many. Our reunion was
hot and we fucked twice before even
checking him into a hotel. I'm not sure
who said it first but after a year of bi-
weekly romantic visits we proclaimed our
love for one another.

Three years ago, I met this fine ass

This correspondence seemed perfect and 1
once believed that we had created a
harmonious connection. We could talk
about everything and until we surprisingly
split; I thought we could handle anything
that came our way. Without a warning
sign, my long distance love affair turned
soar, On a surprise visit, I found my
aficionado having dinner with his lover
from Atlanta. I didn’t fight and argue with
him or drop a single tear. I just gathered
my things and drove all the way back to
Michigan without ever looking back. The
disappointment reawakened an ugly truth

“As men we have to RING THE ALARM and
realiZe that a relationship can be over before it

ever begins.” -Juwan

that I've ignored and admittedly denied in almost all of
my writings. No matter how much you submit to and
sacrifice for another person; they still may decide to
deceive and abandon you. It could have been love
at first sight and the devastating truth is that it can
happen to any of us. We can be educated, attrac-
tive and self-assured about everything but one 4
inevitable yet unpredictable uncertainty that he
may leave you. Everyone can changef__ﬂlgir mind.

As men we have to ring the alarm’ ):eahze
that a relationship can be over befor
it ever begins. By facing
this truth and letting the
relationship go, you now
can begin to fulfill your
purpose. This is your
time to retain your
guiding principles,
review your priorities
and exalt the endless
possibilities of self-
love. By leaving
him alone you're
actually renewing
your spiritual
consciences  as
you review the
lessons that this
experience was
ordained to
bring unto you.
You're not a
mess because life
is a process and
along this journey
you have to fall,
so that you can
celebrate  getting
back up. It's not
about how you lost
him or let him go; it's all
about how you loved him
and what you learned from
the experience.

Beyond all of the resentment

and anger I can see why a break

up is actually a break through. As you mature, the quality of your relationships will
improve but only until you make the decision to love yourself. I believe that it is every
man’s divine right and responsibility to protect, preserve and positively promote
him-self, so then he can perform at his optimal best. Remember that you're priceless,
blessed beyond measure and too special to depend on any man for your happiness.

~JUuWan
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 46

but he's still learning them as he goes.

Flashback to the Vanessa L. Williams much touted “fal
from grace” when pictures from a shoot she had done a
a teen-ager and prior to winning the coveted Mis
America crown surfaced and landed between the page
of one very popular men’s magazines. In a public state
ment she acknowledged that she had “made a mistak
in her youth...” and resigned her title. Flash-forward
while there was is no title to be revoked or public scan
dal, RL knows that story all to well.

e e o b e

Eager make some money, RL did adult video wor
thinking that no one would really ever see it, especial
his family and friends. They did and needless to say
they weren't happy about it.

“I really didn’t need the money, just wanted to make
more money! And I did it, it’s just that simple.” RL soor
learned that nothing is ever that simple, when his videc
work became public knowledge there were those whe
said that his career was over,

*
i

“I was young and it seemed like a lot of money, in hind-
sight no amount was worth what initially cost me.”

When RL’s family found out about it, the emotions ran
from disbelief to disappointment. "We're family and
they've forgiven me! I'm grateful for that. I worried
about that more than my career! That’s’ behind me now,
and I won't let it keep me from doing my thang! That's
what's up!”

“I believe there is a right way and a wrong way to do
anything, the porn thing was not a way to get a ahead, 1
know this, but I did it and it's out there.

Earlier this summer RL was contacted by Playgirl to do
their college issue, so he along with three other models
graced the October issue cover and had individual
spreads throughout the magazine.

“I chose to do this because I think that the magazine
(Playgirl) was artistic and it was an opportunity to
artistically showcase my body, unlike the porn video, 1
have no regrets about this and it's been well received,
it’s just one more thing I can ad to my resume with
pride.”

By all appearances RL is well on his way to achieving
his goals, he’s appeared in CLIK, he's featured in the
new coffee table book Phyne Art, has done countless
runway shows and commercial ads. He's been featured
on the cover of a novel, been in several calendars and he
most recently won the coveted Model Universe title for
2006. Not bad for an up-and coming male model.
However, his dreams stretch far beyond the runway.

“Ilove modeling, I'd like to think that I'm good at it, but
I know that nothing lasts forever so I'm always explor-
ing other options that will keep me doing in front of

RL is quick to tell you that he can act. He is serious
about acting, he’s taken acting lessons to help him hone
his craft and he’s ready for his big break.

“I'd play gay, a gangster or the sweet lovable guy, I am
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a very flexible actor, I don’t think there
is a part that I wouldn’t or couldn’t play
as long the script is well written. T love
acting; period and good actor doesn't
run from a good role.” RL’s ideal role

would be anything staring rapper-
turned-actor, Will Smith.

Bond sees himself as a triple to quadru-
ple threat model, actor, singer and rap-
_wants it all. He says that he's

not working. on his career
ound working on his
ing or the body that he |
§ “temple.” -
g
front of a camgésta or |
lly I'm in the gym.
fitness or fashion

Miami Heat rDOtmg 3
Shaq and Dwayne Wade. 1

there, he’s curled up on the sofa making
it a Blockbuster night or at the movies
catching the latest flick. -

When asked to deseribe RL
words or less, he submi
ing: intellectual, handsome,
loyal and caring; qualities he hop
fans see him for years to ctmmz

Bond owns up to his n
believes that which deesn"
will take you up. He ay
survived his own
taught him that he can
fail.
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National Gay and Lesbian >

Task Force

Alegria * Ascension * Black & Blue Festival * BigMuscle.com - Blue Ball
Cherry * Circuit Asia * Grevit Noize = Elevation Goy Ski Week » GreaiPartyPics.com
Heritage of Pride * Homesexual * Independance * JustCircuit.com * Manhunt.net

Mark Nelson Events - Mark's South Florida List * One Mighty Weekend

Portylist.com * Purple Party * SoBe Sacial Club  The White Party

Winter Party Festival™

BACARDI
LIMON'

instinct

@

DousLeETREE
Sunrrcomeer Hotet

(& |

A World-Class Dance Party

| 1 M |
and Cultural & Sports Festival

Abel [USA) = Roland Belmares (USA)

Victor Calderone (USA) = Twisted Dee (USA)
Eddie Elias (USA) * Wayne G (UK)

Joe Gauthreaux [{USA) « Luke Johnstone (UK)
Manny Lehman (USA) + Dudu Marquez (Brazil)
Kate Monroe (Australia) * Tony Moran (USA)
Pagano (ltaly) * Kimberly S (USA)

David S (Taiwan)

www . winterparty.com




- RATED WORLD’S
- BEST VODKA 2005

SOMETHING RUSSIANS HAVE
KNOWN FOR OVER 500 YEARS.

BEST |N SHDW

2005 WORLD SPIRITS COMPETITION




