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Let’s Get Real

I'll call him Michael. In November of
1983, he was diagnosed with ARC (AIDS-
Related Complex). Last week, he was
released from his physician’s care and told
that he was well again. Increasingly, men are
recovering from ARC. Although many
medical specialists continue to define ARC
as a “pre-AIDS” condition, patients in
Houston and from around the country are
changing statistics—they are healing
immunosuppression. This is one man’s story.

He had convinced himself that growing
up was normal. A native of a small city in
suburban middle America, his father was a
small business owner who had worked his
way hard into success. Other than an ulcer
and high blood pressure, Michael’s father
was a good parent and had always been
closer to his older brother. His mom was an
elementary school teacher and he had al-
ways considered her more of a friend than a
mother. With regular Methodist church at-
tendance every Sunday, a paper route and
two years as a Cub Scout, childhood was un-
eventfull except for a broken arm in grade
four during a fall from his new bike. He con-
tinued as an average student through high
school during which he excelled in the
drama club and considered himself very
social.

During his first semester away from home
while studying engeneer at his State
University, Michael had his first
homosexual experience and began using
recreational drugs. Although his grades
suffered from his partying, he succeeded well
enough to get by and after college
graduation, came to Houston to discover
Boomtown. After immediatly finding a
good job in the late 1970's, he settled into
the lifestyle of Montrose and in two years
had purchased his own home. Following a
period of several intense but brief
relationships, Michael moved in with his
first lover in 1981.

Soon after, he told his parents that he was
gay while home on vacation. Neither of his
parents received the news very well and he
returned to Houston early to avoid their
confrontation. Shortly after, his relationship
began to deteriorate and after only seven
months, his lover moved out.

In August, 1983, Michael began to feel
tired. He blamed the hot summer, the
amount of coke he was using after work and
the number of hours he was spending
working on a special project for his boss. Just
after Labor Day he blamed his sore throat
and lack of energy to go to the gym on the
crystal meth he had used to dance with over
the long weekend.

“I denied that I was sick for almost six
weeks. I pretended that my lymph glands
were not swollen. I made believe that I really
wasn't running a fever. I tried so hard not
being so tired. I told my doctor that I just
wanted an antibiotic. I even told the nurse
who drew my blood that I had made travel
reservations that morning to spend
Christmas in Key West. Three days later, my
doctor told me that I was very sick. My
immune system was very ill. [ was very ill. I
had ARC”

“Four different doctors said four different
things to me. During the first seventeen days
of my diagnosis, | heard medical advice that
ranged from I was O.K. to that I had
pre-AIDS and it was simply a matter of time
before I would develop AIDS and die. I was
offered alternatives that ranged from no
treatment with a wait and see attitude to
recommendations about experimental
chemotherapy and mystery drugs from
Mexico. I have never been so terrified, so
confused and felt so utterly alone. Three
times, | seriously thought of killing my-
self...1 don't know how I changed the de-
spair into hope-but when I looked into my
own eyes in the mirror, when [ saw my tears

- I looked at living. Thinking that [ was
going to-die was the most frightening and
yet peaceful feeling all at the same time that
I have ever been able to imagine. Deciding
(and it really was a decision for me) that I was
not going to die—to let myself do that—was
the hardest thing I've ever done because
sometimes | couldn’t make up my mind.
There were times that I really wanted to die,
that I could day dream about being dead,
about funerals and about not being here any
more.’

“I do not think that I have ever had a
nervous breakdown, but finding out that I
had ARC was very close to going crazy for
me. | was strangely in control and out of
control all at the same time. [ was telling my-
self the truth and lying all together. I am sure
that I knew that I was sick a long time before
my body began to tell me I was sick. [ am
also sure that ARC made me tell myself the
truth—ARC made me feel—until ARC. ]
never knew that there were two of me inside.
One of me loves, the other hates; one of me
wanted to live, the other of me wanted to
die.  am also real sure that ARC is a whole
lot more than bad germs—ARC was what |
could think and what I could feel. I made
believe for a long time that I really didn’t
think ARC and I have always been afraid to
feel ARC—I loved and hated at the
sametime.’

At the suggestion of his supervisor at
work, Michael began psychotherapy
because of his inability to function and con-
centrate. During his first three sessions he
was stoned on marijuana and coke. He does
not know whether he would have become
physically better without counseling. He is
sure that it enabled him to radically change
his life.

“When my therapist asked me why I
thought I was physically sick at this time in
my life, something clicked inside, a light
went on in my head and I began to see that
I really was not as happy as I pretended to be.
What became increasingly more apparent to
me was that the two parts of me—the love
and the hate—had for a long time been at
war. The struggle did not feel very good, in
fact, when [ began to really feel my feelings,
the feelings hurt a lot. I began to see that I
frequently had worn a mask. Few people
really knew who I was. Most of my life was
superficial. Houses, cars, clothes and all
those things that my parents taught me
about being successful, suddenly became
impediments. 1 was very uncomfortable. I
was trying very hard to keep it all together.
My loneliness hurt more than anything else.
All of these things were going on way before
I ever got ARC. In fact, | was able to learn
that many of the feelings that hurt were
inside of me from when I was a very little kid
bad feelings from the school yard, from my
mother. The more I began to look at myself,
the more I realized that what I saw, 1
genuinely did not like. I was still very angry
at my ex-lover, I was lonely and I was still
ashamed about being gay”’

“I am still not sure if these things ‘made
me sick’ although [ am sure that since stop-
ping all pot, coke and meth, what I think
and feel is different. [ don’t think that I knew
how to relax without a chemical before and
I think [ was addicted to caffiene. I am told
that some doctors believe that you already
have to be immunosuppressed when you
come in contact with HTLV III. I think I
was immune sick for a long time before I was
diagnosed. I was just afraid to feel it.”

“I don't have any recipe of how I got better
and [ suppose that’s what you want to hear.
[ can only tell you what worked for me.
Doctors did not work for me. I have finally
found one who is a nice person and under-
stands me. No medicine fixed me. In fact, 1
have been told that all the antibiotics may
have made things worse. [ stopped all

Healing

chemicals—poppers (which I used a lot,
especially masturbating), coke, meth,
caffiene and pot (I used to smoke at least
once a day ‘to relax’). I went to see a nutri-
tionist and stopped eating red meat and
dairy products. I supplemented my diet with
huge quantities of fresh vegetables, lots of
Vitamin C and fruit. I exercised every day at
the gym or jogging—and stopped all the
excuses about not having all the time or
putting it off. I really think I am addicted to
exercise now. I used to use Nautilus to be
pretty. Now I exercise hard in lots of ways to
get the stress out. | hypnotize myself every-
day. My therapist taught me how to relax—
relaxation and visualization keeps me
honest with myself. I had been doing a lot
of work on honesty. I began to realize that I
was lying to my therapist and to some of my
friends just so that they would like me—I
had been doing this since I was a little boy.
I still have to practice telling the truth. Tell-
ing my self the truth and not denying or
avoiding is still tough”

“Three things were tough—admitting to
myself that [ did not want to be an engineer
anymore (I realized I had become one to
please my father), selling my house which I
loved and hated all at the sametime and
admitting that [ was lonely which made me
start dating. Life is very simple for me now.
I love my new career and I don’t have to
pretend. I've changed my relationship with
my family. I have lunch with my ex-lover. I'm
not depressed and even worse I'm not
pretending that I'm anything that I'm not.
I’m the same, but I'm different. I feel every-
thing now. I still don’t like to be pissed or to
feel hurt. The most difficult part of
counseling was feeling bad, but when I
began to notice that my lymph glands got
more swollen every time that I made believe
that I was not angry at my boss, I got the
message that somehow my feelings were
making me sicker.”

“The last thing I can say is that I really had
to believe that I wanted to get better and
could get better. That meant that I had to
first decide IF I wanted to get better and as
I said before, there was a part of me that did
not want to get better and really thought

about dying. Once I decided I did not want -

to die yet, I had to keep trying to figure out
why I wanted to live. This is hard. Then I
had to believe that I could change my body.
This is hard, too. I don’t think that I fully
believed it until my doctor told me I was
better. And then I got very scared because
I realized that if I really wasn’t going to die
from this, then staying alive was going to
have to be very different. That’s when I
realized that ARC could kill me or it was
going to change my life.

By Bryan J. Guiot
Bryan J. Guiot is a psychotherapist in private
practice and the AIDS Program Director at
the Montrose Counseling Center.
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Are You Looking for Love & Romance?

Sl e 0eis blelaie bi¢/e nie secssecssnscesess THE QUEST FOR MR. RIGHT.:ccsce.. oslosseane s e sisis seinsese e

[t was a splendid joint quest last Sunday
at Kindred Spirits. A special thank you and
big community hug to the wonderful
Marion Coleman. She was a gracious host-
ess and greeted one and all and so lovingly
gave the community the logo for the joint
Quest for Mr. Right & Ms. Right. A very
special lady, year in and year out, she has
given of herself to the community—a big
thank you is due her. Thank you!!

This Sunday the Quest moves to a new
club in Houston the only one on the North
side of the city—K.J’s CLUB. This is an
especially good opportunity for all you folks
on the north side of town to go out and meet
folks who live in your vicinity and also scout
out this new club. There should be a good
crowd there and it is a nice new place. The
Quest will be aK.J’s CLUB from 5 to 9 p.m.
this Sunday, January 26th. Come on and
check it out and do wear red, white or blue

if you are espeically in the Questing mood
this Sunday.

As you know, the Quest is an event that
you can just check in from time to time and
a special feature is that it DOES move all
over town—and outside the LOOP too! You
can come once or come every week but it is
the FORUM’s 1986 version of the old
church social or college mixer. The idea is
each week in a new location to bring every-
one interested in meeting that special
someone—people who would like a
significant other in their lives—together. It
IS a MEET RACK and it is always so very
gratifying to see how well everyone mingles
and really gets acquainted with all types of
different folks.

With the Quest you can just stop by - for
a few minutes or a few hours. The important
thing is to just be open and receptive to new
people and new good coming your way. In
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gay life when looking for love - we have all
too often looked for love in all the wrong
places and all too often looked for love with
incredibly high expectations. At Quest you
should just relax and try to be non-
judgmental about people when you first
meet them. In gay life all too often we have
a “score sheet” that we run through our
mind in just the first three minutes of meet-
ing new people. Often times you judge a
book by its cover or on a fleeting first impres-
sion in a dark bar and don’t really give it a
chance. Here—everyone is trying to share a
common goal - a common quest and just
flow with it.

So if you can stop by—this Sunday—
January 26th—come up to K.J's CLUB at
11830 Airline—just 2 blocks south of

A Forum Presentation

Aldine-Bender and do call 445-5849 for
directions. We have asked K.J’s to put a map
into their ad this week to help folks find

5\ is proud to Host
Nl The Quest For Mr. Right
LS.

their new club. Look for it in the FORUM
this issue. If you can, wear red, white or blue
or bring props for conversation pieces. Give
people a reason to say hello or an easy ice
breaker to start conversation. That’s 5 to 9
p.m. this Sunday the 26th at K.J’s CLUB.
Join us!! Valentine’s is coming upon us—
FAST—how about a few Valentine’s this
year—or maybe one just wonderful one?

M:r. Right

THE QUEST FOR MR. RIGHT:

THE QUEST

Jan. 26th — K.J’s CLUB
Feb. 2nd. — OUTLAWS
Feb. 9th — The GALLEON

N 7

Aldine-Bender

»

1-45
22—
Airline

SUNDAY

January 26th. 5 - 9 PM

MONDAY

Hotel, Restraunt &
Airline employees
$1 Bar Drinks

TUESDAY
Free Pizza Party 8PM
WEDNESDAY

$1 drinks for

For Everyone
FRIDAY

PARTY! PARTY!

SATURDAY
PARTY! PARTY!

11830 Airline 445-5849

Step out to K.Js.

| gj/ﬁ Gd "R T &
5!{ Ta !Lt !}Uli;ﬂif

RIESTAWRANT & CABARET
PRESENTS

Maxine Weldon

2 Blocks South of Aldine-Bender

REVIEW

Well folks— RASCALS has done it once
again with Maxine Weldon—definitely a
superbly well-done ACT—and one that will
indeed be hard to follow. Thank goodness
that Rascals has wisely booked Maxine and
her group thru February 8th—so that you
can be sure to catch her before she leaves
town. Don’t miss this one!

Although soul is such an overworked ex-
pression that we all but forget what it is sup-
posed to mean—this lady has it and buckets
and buckets of it as do her colleagues. The
Memphis Blues in the great tradition of B.B.
King this lady readily and handlily relates to
the agony as well as the ecstacy of the hu-
man condition. Talk about empathy, com-
passion, love, longing, heartache and break
...this is ALL here. Her ballads are especial-
ly memorable. Don’t miss this wonderful

progressive blues experienoe. There are 3
sets a night and you'll likely want to catch at
least 2 of them — so be sure and get there for
the first or second set. :

John A. Bolivar on the saxaphone and
flute is all but a showstealer and here you
have a very competent ensemble of profes-'
sional musicians. John has got to be the best
on the saxaphone in Houston. The young
bass player — a little Rascal himself—is all
but the quintessence of Rascals—and there
is not a weak link in the entire effort.

If you are a Jazz lover—don’t miss this one
and take note that on Feb. 2nd they will
have “Jazz at Rascals”. Hats off to this superb
offering at Rascals and do go catch this
gracious and enormously talented lady and
her entourage.

That’s at Rascals Restaurant & Cabaret,
2702 Kirby. Call 524-6272 for info. All ma-

jor credit cards—and cash honored!

OPENING JANUARY” 21 THRU FEBURARY 8th

HAPPY HOUR 5PM-9PM
Monday - Thursday
with Cindy Mente

at the Piano

NEW EARLY DINNER HOURS
Monday-Thursday 6:30pm-10:30pm
Friday-Saturday 6:30pm-11:30pm
Coming Soon: Sunday Brunch

Don'’t Miss Monday'’s Showcase
Donna & Charlene Are Back

Every Wednesday Night We Have DYNASTY on Big Screen TV
2702 Kirby Drive - Houston - 524-6272
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8 YEARS and STILL GROWING

Help Us Celebrate 8 Years of Country
Without Having to DRIVE to the Country!

3 BIG DAYS & NIGHTS OF PARTYING
Jan. 24—25—26 Fri, Sat, Sunday!

FRIDAY—KICK OFF the Party- HAPPY HOUR PRICES - DJ UAVID ROYALTY
CONTINIOUS LIVE MUSIC TILL CLOSING— Drink specials— Guest Bartenters
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COLT 45°
NEW QUIET BAR Okt e 8

CLUB ROOM

Atteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeey HOURS till 4 am!

ALL WEEKEND—
1ST VIDEOS OF PHOENIX

GAY RODEO AND
1985 TEXAS RODEO

TEtttetteteey
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. BRAZOS - — -— %

» BACK o' Brazos River Bottom
POCKET

"2400 Brazos

H 0 “\
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CEOUSA

THE PARTY PLACE

Have you ever wanted to host the party of death, but find that you just
don’t have the space or just the right atmosphere? Stop by 104 & 106
Avondale and check us out for the special event. Get several friends
together, and split the cost, and do it in style. Go ahead serve up attitude
to vast hordes for only peanuts! And, best of all—for a reasonable cost—
we can do the entire thing for you—food and beverages—music and
clean-up. All you have to do is pick the invitations—AND pay for it!

106 Avondale, Houston, TX 77006

(713) 523-2218

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

SATURDAY—Starts all o ith FUN—F — ‘ ials—
GANE BOOM NOW. GBEN) 'r ver wi OOD—LIVE MUSIC Drink Specials
Cheap shots 75° Guest Bartenders BRANDING IRON - DALLAS AFTER

SUNDAY —Noon Starts with Bloodys & Screws $1.00 DJ 4:0C
Guest Band "COUNTRY EXPRESS ' Drink Specials

A Special STEAK NIGHT 5:00—BRAZOS RIVER BAND
% Guest Bartenders COLT 45's 4:00—9:00

AV IVIINARINIAY TH ,ANKS HOUSTONFOR CHOOSING THE BRB —
WE INTEND TO CONTINUE ENTERTAINING YOU

Houston
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member: Boat ¢ HOBO 528-9192
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7 Treasure Hunt N

Win $500 grand prize or
a trip to New Orleans!

Points

Autograph of president of TGRA 4
How many BBQ PITS on the Barn patio 3
Find any sundancer, renegrade or

clogger and get their autograph 2
How many saddles on the Barn’s first
floor - report to judge 1

Have you ever met a cowboy who
didn’t know his meat?

To impress your special cowboy
bring him down Tuesday for
Steak Night
and we will rustle up a
160z. T-Bone, Baked potato and Salad
for $4.00

You can’t beat our Meat!

Open 7 AM Monday - Saturday
710 Pacific Houston, Tx 77006 H
713-528-9421 . ; j




Amanda

We are just unruffling our safari outfit. You
know. The one with the khaki lycron billow
skirt with anti-snag netting and posttiger
glass shards to discourage certain animal
bites. Our yards and yards of camouflage
tulle is simply in tatters around our tan
sequinned pithe helmet because of the trip
we had just taken, Dear Fans!

We had always had this craving to explore
the wilds of Africa to see the great pampas
and feel the earth tremble under our four
inch high-ankle hiking spikes from the
running of a huge mass of wildebeasts. In
fact, we had actually signed up for the
Channel 8 African Safari and were ready to
take off for that until we heard that dreadful
record, “Sun City,” and knew that it would
be nasty to be seen roaming around the bush
outside Johannesburg, enjoying African
Marguaritas and slaying small pigmies while
American musicians were whining about
Apartheid. So, we decided to stay home.

The only problem was that we had all
these clothes! Our closet looked like the last
ocean liner trunk had been set down on our
porch, and it was a shame not to wear them.
So, we grabbed Sebastian and our Dear
Friend, Mark and headed for the Houston
Zoo, where we had heard that a fabulous new
cat exhibit had been built.

When Amanda told our dear maid, Tilly,
that we were going to the cat house, she
rolled her eyes and tisked so loudly that
several mocking birds fell from the trees out-
side the kitchen. She said that no girl of
quality would be caught dead in a cat
house—and no girl of quality would be
caught alive at the Houston Zoo!

Well, we discarded her advice, as we always
do, and headed for the zoo with our friends.
It was such a beautiful day! The sun was so
bright and the air was so fresh, but as we grew
closer a strong odor started to penetrate the
atmosphere. [t reminded us of the farms in
South Dakota, where the pig houses would
empty out at certain times of the year, and
warnings were issued to towns downwind
just like a fallout warning.

The zoo, Dear Fans, was like a scene from
Dante’s Inferno. We had forgotten that
weekends were for the masses, and the
masses were amassed at Hermann Park!
Actually, we took it in good stride, since we
love to see Houstonians enjoying the beauty
of their city. But on the other hand, we
made sure that we carried our longest and

sharpest hat pin to help us get through the
crowd.

Well, we don't really know what to say
about the cat house, dear fans. We entered
through this massive plexiglass canopy that
was open and closed, first on the left, then
the right. It was really quite impressive, ex-
cept that the plexiglass was warped, and
when we looked through it, everything
looked like scenes from a fun house!

We went down into a tunnel, and on
either side were glass panels at ground level,
where we were supposed to see the cats at
play in a natural environment. Well, we
could see the Warwick Towers, but we
weren’t sure that they constituted natural
African habitat.

Suddenly, there was a great commotion.
Several awful little boys were teasing a
massive maned lion, and the poor creature
was attacking them through the glass—or at
least trying. It kept banging its nose on the
thick glass and roaring in a complete fit of
rage, while the little creeps continued to
goad him on. Within minutes, a huge crowd
had gathered, smothering the tunnel.
People were cheering at the nasty brats,
while others were screaming for them to stop
before the lion hurt himself.

Around and around the chrowd churned,
until Amanda found herself caught up and
swept away from her Dear Friends. Horrible

people were shouting and cheering as the
poor beast continued to bang away at the
glass, and suddenly, we found ourself pressed
up against the glass, face to face with the
lion who was lunging and banging up
against us, with only a half inch of plexiglass
in between!

We screamed and screamed until a guard
finally came down and blew her whistle so
loud that even the lion outside ran away. We
were completely drained, Dear Fans, and our
safari outfit was all wrinkled.

The rest of the cat house was just okay.
People surrounded the poor animals, sepa-
rated only by plates of glass, while the
animals mournfully looked at us as though
pleading for us to mind our own business.
And the landscaping looked dreadful. A
friend of ours who did the landscaping said
that the cats had always been in cages
before, and had never set foot on real earth.
When they did, they went crazy and tore
everything up. He said they had done it out
of happiness, but we wondered....

When we came home, we were glad to
have seen the zoo but even more happy to be
away from the <rowds. For a city the size of
Houston, we could certainly have a better
zoo! Amanda’s Dear Fans need to consider
donations or anything they can do to help
make it more of the grand display it really

should be. .By Amanda B. Recondwith

2303 Richmond
522-7616

WIVA
LAS VEGAS

SATURDAY JANUARY 25TH

CAsINO NIGHT
Tables Open 8:00PM

Vegas Showgirl Review 11PM

Followed by a Raffle at 12PM
For Roundtrip for TWO To Las Vegas!
3 days—2 nights

RAFFLE TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE BAR $2.00
All City Bartenter’s Dragshow Benefiting KS/Aids/FOCUS, Sunday Feb. 2, 8PM
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Horoscopes

ARIES: Right now you will likely have an
emphasis on friends, both old and new ones.
Renew old ties that bind or forge new ones.
Chums who stumble onto lucky deals may
cut you in on them!

TAURUS: Pamper that special man in your
life and try to avoid any ugly spats. Your ca-
reer is favored now and the new ascent to the
heights of success—relative anyway—could
be fun!

GEMINI: Try to keep the peace at the of-
fice. If you can break away a vacation NOW
would be so fine. Also try working on in-
dependent research on ideas of your own.
Work them through and be surprised.
CANCER: Are you bringing on fatigue by
overwork at the office? You could soon be at
the end of your rope if you do not watch it.
Baby yourself and not others for a change.
Take care of -1 — you!

LEO: Love should just thrive now. Go for it.
A very special someone could be especially
demonstrative at this time. End of month
parties may be a disappointment. Don’t frol-
ic every night!

VIRGO: At this time shappy/confined digs
will frustrate and depress you. Fluff up your
home or apartment. Get organized and do
some early spring cleaning—toss out that
clutter.

LIBRA: You should be now on a whole new
flurry of dating. Go for it and enjoy the at-
tention that is due charming and graceful
Librans at this time. Also some decent con-
versation is around.

SCORPIO: You should have a real boost of
energy and dynamism at this time with help
from Mars. Confidence is high now and do
capitalize on it. In the off-hours—do enjoy
the homefront.

SAGITARRIUS: Are you feeling a bout of
insecurity coming on? Well, don’t just sit
there—do battle with it. And again self-
improvement—a course, a gym, whatever
would help out.

CAPRICONN: Mars may well arouse
angry feelings and grievances at this time.
Airing such grieveances can help all your
relationships to get on a sounder footing.
Consider a possible job switch.

PISCES: A secret romance may well have
you in its startling thrall after the full moon
of the 25th and it will reveal some strange
goings-on in the cosmos. Are you ready???
Get a grip!

A Benefit For 21.06

sbeasi

ST
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£o5-LJ
7 Janmary ZEOHH
wper Bow! Sunday
Qpen at 3:30pm
Free Bufret

Half-Price on all drinks all night

4902 Richmond/Houston, TX 77027/(713) 623-6135

The Chafing
Dish
- Proudly Presents
Luisa Amaral-Smith
with
Clay Howell at the piano

Show Time 10:30 pm

APPEARING THIS FRIDAY & SATURDAY
January 24th & 25th
NO COVER ¢ FREE HORS D’OEUVRES

Why not make a night of it and join us for dinner? Won-
derful food prepared meticiously by the owners, Barry and
Robert. Hors d'oeuvres and drinks served promptly at 7:30.
Reservations are a must. :
Appearing next
weekend
Jan. 31st & Feb. 1st
Marsha Carolton
Serving Lunch MON - FRI 11-3 pm
Sunday Champagne Brunch

OPEN WED. THROUGH SAT

COME EXPERIENCE THE AMBIANCE OF OUR CHARMING OLD HOME
Come Experience the Ambiance of our Charming Old Home

803 SNOVER 864-1466

MERCEDES BENZ BMW

190E 354/mo 325 296/mo

300 480/mo 528 e 384/mo
OLDSMOBILE NISSAN

98 Regency 278/mo Sentra 127/mo

Calais 184/mo 300ZX 279/mo

Call Robbie or Debbie
974-CARS

San Jacinto Motor Leasing
DIVISION of San Jacinto Motor

For The Lifestyle You Deserve
Serving you since 1926

All Makes/All Models ® No Down Payment ® Low Monthly Payments ¢ Cash for your Trade

“Love One
Another”

SOUTHWEST
FUNERAL
CADILLAC DIRECTORS
Sedan Deville 288/mo
Fleetwood ~ 327/mo 1218 Welch
528-3851
TOYOTA
Cressida 269/mo AT YOUR SERVICE
Celica 178/mo 24 HOURS A DAY.
JOE PARKS GARY PINE -
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fter years and years of hearing

it used as a tool for laughter,

usually because of its length, I
finally sat down and read War and Peace.
It was no mean feat either because, al-
though [ am a very fast reader, I found my-
self stumbling all over the Russian names
and the incredibly complex plots that
revolved around the main characters.

Tolstoy wrote one of the great literary
masterpieces of all time 50 years after the
Napoleonic war of 1812, and every major
novel since has followed his example.

Of course, the book I was reading was the
latest translation so much of it seemed un-
believably contemporary. At times. I almost
expected Count Vassily to come into Prin-
cess Marya’s room and say “What's happe-
nin, Baby!” It didn’t happen, but it was fun
to think about.

Tolstoy’s description of the early 19th
century during the Napoleonic wars is very
vivid and interesting. Women dressed in
almost Grecian gowns with an emphasis on
the bustline, where fabric was gathered,
then fell in loose folds to the floor. It’s hard
to believe that fashion would swing from
such a comfortable looking garment to the
pinching grotesqueries of the hoop skirt
and corset. But then, the Napoleonc times
were very romantic times.

Men, especially soldiers, held a very spe-
cial place in life back then. Their uniforms
and clothing were incredibly ornate, with
pendants, braids, cuffs and epulets. In mod-
ern times, the skin tight white breeches of
the period would be considered almost
indecent, (they didn’t have modern jockey
shorts, you know!), and it would be diffi-
cult to imagine striding around Houston
wearing such revealing clothing—the 501
jean has taken that role.

But more than the style of the times and
the fashion of the clothing, it was interest-
ing to note the attitude people took toward
each other. In battle, things seemed fair.
Throughout the book, there were vivid bat-
tle scenes, where men were stabbed and
shot and blown up, but it was much differ-
ent from modern warfare. Back then, there
was a certain mlitary discipline that was
more strict in the humane sense and less
strict in the military sense.

I got the impression that, while there
were certainly plenty of atrocities during
the battles, the soldiers in general, were far
more merciful, taking prisoners as often as
possible, and treating them with kindness
and respect. After all, soldiers were from
the upper classes back then, or else they
represented certain dynasties within their
kingdoms which still demanded respect
even from the enemy.

In modern times, when we see modern
warfare, it’s difficult to believe that only 150
years ago, we were fighting with. lance,
sword and musket. Now we have such effi-
cient means of extermination. Soldiers are
taken from the masses because the masses
are all that are left nobility long having
been wiped out by several successive world
wars. With war on such a massive scale,
chivalry and romantic notions have com-
pletely died away. It’s hard to consider your-
self merciful or noble when you re firing
an automatic weapon helterske!ter. It’s not
one-on-one anymore. But then, maybe
that’s the way it should be. Maybe war
should have become too horrible to be
romantic.

Tolstoy’s book is best for its representa-
tion of a time gone, when men reveled in
war and thought that it was the one thing
in life that made them men. Of course,
there were always duels, and those were
fought usually over women, or over insults.
I hardly think that someone like Marvn
Zindler would have lasted more than a day

in European society in 1812! Today, we so
easily insult each other through the me-
dia and to each other’s faces, knowing that
the other person has the right to insult us
right back. Tolstoy wrote about a time
when nobody had the right to insult any-
body for any reason, and if one did, he
risked his life.

There was also a disturbing amount of
affection between individuals of the same
sex. War and Peace, while showing all the
horrors of war, also shows a very touching
view of human affection. When the sur-
geon is done operating on Prince Andre
he bends over and kisses him full on the
lips. When a soldier friend talks to Pierre,
he uses terms like “darling” and “dear” The
terms weren't used sarcastically. These peo-
ple weren’t being camp. They were openly
expressing affection for one another
through the language, before language be-
came something piped into them through
the media - before “darling” and “dear” be-
came terms only for sexual endearment.

Great literature has always influenced
society—at least up until this time. Many
people have not read War and Peace because
it is too long, or because the Russian names
are too confusing, or because so much of
it is written in French. But the real reason
people don'’t read such novels today is be-
cause they are distracted by too many other
things. Why read about Napoleonic wars
and pre-revolutionary society when you can
see it in a movie?

I had the most disturbing dream after
reading War and Peace. It was one of those
weird dreams where you find yourself in fa-
miliar surroundings doing the strangest
things. I was in my backyard, and a great
battle was being fought by solders from
1812. They were fighting and screaming in
fierce combat, and I ran into the midst of
them with a large knife that just happened
to be in my hand. Someone grabbed me
and I fell to the ground, struggling with a
handsome man wearing a beautiful red uni-
form with tight white pants and knee-high
boots. His eyes were brown, and he had
long black sideburns and a dashing
moustache.

Somehow, I got on top of him and
pinned him, holding my knife to his throat.
All the battle around us seemed to fade
away as he looked at me and smiled in the
most good natured way. He then spoke to
me in French, and I understood him

“Tiu dot faire ton travial, mon cher, ” he said
kindly. “Je comprend.”*

I thanked him kissed him tenderly on the
lips, just like the surgeon had done with
Prince Andre- in the book, then I moved
the knife to cut his throat. Just as the blade
began to pierce his skin, the soldier opened
his mouth to scream—and I suddenly woke
up in a cold sweat. Sitting in my room in
modern Houston, which didn’t even exist
in 1812, I found myself almost crying, not
because I had killed someone in my dream
but because we have all killed something
beautiful through our technological race
through the last two centuries. We have
killed chivalryWar and Peace is just dribble
when romance is dead.

*Translated: “You must do your duty, my

dear. I understand.” By Jeff Bray

Fine Western/Leather
WEAR & GEAR

(THE]

» BRAZOS <,
» BACK
WLESIERN EMPORIUM]

At The BRB

2400 BRZAOS
HOUSTON
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1318 WESTHEIMER, HOUSTON 521-S030
PRESENTS

THE OFFCIAL MISS BLACK GAY HOUSTON PAGEANT

TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 28th & 29th @ 10 p.m. sharp

CATEGORIES: *Presentation In Black % Evening \Wear
*Talent and % Interview. ...........
For more information, telephone
Cookie La Cooke, [713) 528-2008

COOKIE LA COOK GROVER LAUREN BRACH
PAGEANT CO-ORDINATOR CO-EMCEE Special Appearance by
Miss Texas at Large Mr. Studio 13 Miss Gay Texas U.S.A

Special Entertainment by
SOCCA SIMONE and TOMMIE ROSS

TAFT AUTOMOTIVE CENTER
Your Friends In Montrose

ELECTRONIC TUNE-UP
AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
AIR CONDITIONING
GENERAL REPAIR

1411 TAFT (OFF W. GRAY)
522-2190
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R208
R209

P300
P301
P302
P303
P304
P305

P306
P307
P308

Hc-5
HC-6
HC-7

Creative Suffering

Overcoming Peace of Mind

You and Your Birthmark

Self Satisfaction Thru Failure

The Primal Shrug

Ego Gratification Thru Violence

Molding Your Child’s Behavior
Through Guilt and Fear

Dealing with Post-Realization
Depression

Whine Your Way to Alienation

How to Overcome Self Doubt

Through Pretense & Ostenation

“I Made $100 in Real Estate”

Money Can Make You Rich

Packaging and Selling Your Child

Career Opportunities in El Salvador

How to Profit from Your Own Body

The Underachievers Guide to Very
Small Business Opportunities

Tax Shelters for the Indigent

Looter’s Guide for American Cities

How You Can Convert Your Room
into a Garage

Burglarproof Your Home with Concrete
1000 Other Uses for Vacuum Cleaners

How to Convert Your Wheel Chair
into a Dune Buggy

E411

E412
E414
E416
E420

Creative Tooth Decay

Exocism and Acne

The Joys of Hypochondria

High Fiber Sex

Suicide and Your Health

Biofeedback and How To Stop It

Skate Yourself to Regularity

Understanding Nudity

Tap Dance Your Way to Social
Ridicule

Optional Body Functions

Self-Actualization Thru Macrame

How to Draw Genitalia

Needlecraft for Junkies

Cuticle Crafts

Gifts for the Senile

Bonzai Your Pet

Cultivating Viruses

Sinus Drainage at Home

The Repair and Maintenance of
Your Virginity

Christianity and the Art of
Recreational Vehicle Maint.

Draw Your Own Vasectomy Scar

Guilt Without Sex

Life Without Being Yourself

How to Say “YES” Gracefully

DEGREE REC'D & YEAR

C ABEL T SER. L HT WT o

PROFESSIONAL GROWTH COURSES ENROLLMENT FORM

NAME o
ADDRESSE. 72 r il . Fn b

HAVE YOU COMPLETED HIGH SCHOOL?
FROM?

_ COLLEGE?

Circle the above courses in which you wish to enroll, study by mail programs, and send $50.00 for
each course circled. Checks or money orders payable to “Houston Forum”. Mail to Houston Forum,
1110 Bayland, Houston, TX 77009. Act now—limited offer!

NEW ORLEANS

New Orleans has always been isolated
—historically, morally and geograph-
ically—from the rest of the country. After
its founding by expansionist explorers
during the regin of Louis XIV, it was settl-
ed by a combination of military men and
their hangers-on and camp followers,
members of French religious orders,
deportees from a large-scale rebellion
against the Regent Philippe d'Orleans and
political exiles, this last to such an extent
that the Haitian revolution of Toussaint
L'Ouverture was plotted by dandyish
French-speaking blacks in the cafes of
New Orleans.

Slowly, the trappers and boatmen and
fur traders came down the river and set-
tled here too. But the city remained cut off
from the rest of the continent. In these
early days, changes of flag and allegiance
were commonplace (though the city re-
mained safely multilingual) and the fact
that things continued to flourish under
French, Spanish and American rule laid
the probable groundwork for New
Orleans’ enviable reputation as a city of
whores, where everything and everyone
was for sale at one price or another. In the
early 19th Century, Anglo-Saxons (British
and Americans) settled on the upper side
of Canal Street and, later in the century,
waves of German, Irish, and Italian im-
migrants, along with numerous recently-
freed slaves, completed the city’s bouquet
of peoples.

The Anglo-Saxons officially appro-
priated Mardi Gras shortly before the Civil
War and it has remained in the form they
gave it, more or less, ever since.

Although they are somewhat malle-
able, New Orleanians are also highly
tough-minded, possibly becuase they’ve
had to be, which may account for visitors
often finding locals as rude as New
Yorkers. The city’s reputation during
much of the last century was that of a
slightly Europeanized frontier town, both
dangerous and gregarious, with a splen-
didly isolated core of very grand society
amid the lively, extensive criminal life of
the city. New Orleans has always en-
Joyed a reputation for—if not moral laxity,
exactly—than a good deal of laissez-faire
toward behavior. This is what brought
writers and painters here in the Twenties
—that ‘Bohemian’ atmosphere which still
persisted in the Fifties.

Long before that, though, New
Orleans’ Sodom-and-Gomorrah reputa-
tion was assured with the establishment
of that peculiar institution, Storyville.
Storyville was the large, legalized red-light
district (also allegedly the birthplace of
Jazz) which drew so many visitors that
the main railway terminal was right on its
borders. It catered to gays as well as
straights, and the settings ranged from
grand maisons-de-joie with elaborate
salons and champagne fountains and
choked with Victorian bric-a-brac, to cribs
right on the street where, for extremely
modest sums, joy-jerkers of all sexes
solicited in a direct manner unthinkable
today.

The Department of the Navy closed
Storyville down in 1917 (which of course
didn’t end prostitution locally, far from itl)
but the reputation of New Orleans as the
New Babylon remained undiminished.
This is part of the reason for its attraction
to gay visitors. The large gay population
of New Orleans is something that is either
unremarked by the natives or tolerated by
them, which in itself makes New Orleans
different from most of the rest of the
country. This tolerance, which can ex-
tend into obliviousness, is one of the
things that makes gay visitors so comfort-

able here. The isolation mentioned above
gives the city an alien charm.

New Orleans has entered the 20th
Century economically with a vengeance,
even though many here still work in low
paying tourist or service-oriented occupa-
tions (unions have never had much of a
foothold). Prices have gone up but the
standard of living and wages are still low.
The city is no longer the great chimerical
bargain it once must have seemed.
People, gay and straight, probably think
twice about settling here permanently
now, especially if they are ambitious or
highly career-oriented. But the city stil
draws a great many flamboyant and out-
landish types who can carry on publicly
with almost complete impunity. And for
visitors New Orleans remains, well, the
land of dreamy scenes.—Jon Newlin

This article appeared in a different
form in ‘A Gay Visitor's Guidebook to
New Orleans and the Gulf South,’
copyright 1984 by Letson & Associates.

NEW

ORLEANS
See Q,O\;w‘g’\e‘

ULTRA

TRAVEL - Anywhere
The uitimate in travel!
call
963-0369
Let us make magic for you!

And she’ll
love you
right

back

ULTRA

MIDTOWNIE

You'll

love

S

PLANNING TO
WORK-OUT
in 1986?

$35 monthly work-out pass
4 Hour Lockers Everyday

(8am-midnight)
e Full gym facilities ¢ Jacuzzi
e Sauna/Steam e Pool

3100 Fannin St 522-2379
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FEBRUARY 11, 1986:
MARDI GRAS

Mardi Grasl Rollicking, raucous and
ritualistic, Mardi Gras is New Orleans’
legendary holiday. Mardi Gras is jazzy,
brassy, sassy. From colorful, freewheeling
celebrations in the streets to formal,
magnificent balls, Mardi Gras is a magical
time when Carnival royalty and merri-
ment reign side by side.

Carnlival’'s Comingl

Look—it's the pirate Jean Lafitte with a
harem dancer! Here comes a whole tribe
of sequined, singing Indians, and there’s a
man in a banana suit! It could only be
Mardi Gras, the happiest, craziest, great-
est celebration in the world!

When Carnival comes to New
Orleans, you'll see costumes and masks
on young and old—natives, newcomers
and visitors alike. You'll see the Carnival
colors of purple, green and gold every-
where, from streamers on crowded
French Quarter balconies to majestic flags
on stately uptown homes. You'll see
costumed cashiers at the supermarket,
clowns on the streetcars, fun and fol-de-
rol on every cornerl You'll see street
parades and second lines, marching
bands and jazz combos. You'll see
celebrities and celebrating as the citizens
of New Orleans unite to throw the best
Fat Tuesday party everl

All The World Loves A Parade

Organized Mardi Gras parades were
first reported by local newspapers in
1837, but the first of the famous Mardi
Gras organizations, or ‘krewes,” did not
appear until twenty years later. It was in
1857 that the Mistick Krewe of Comus
first lit up the city with their blazing
‘flambeaux,” or torches.

Rex is the monarch who rules Carnival
Day, and the mammoth Rex parade has
become a Tuesday morning tradition.
Both Rex and the Knights of Momus stag-
ed their first parades in 1872. Over the

‘next century, so many Carnival krewes

had formed that the parades now begin
two full weeks before Mardi Gras Day.
There are parades in every corner of the

-city and several parades are often

scheduled on the same day.

That's a lot of Mardi Gras throwsl! In
case you're wondering who catches the
bill for costumes, floats, throws and mask-
ed balls, it’s the carnival krewe members
themselves. Mardi Gras is actually a great
big family party given by the people of
New Orleans for themselves and their
guests, the thousands of visiting revelers.

Many krewes conclude their parades
at a formal private ball complete with
elaborate costume tableaux. Unlike most
Carnival festivities which follow the rule
“‘the more the merrier,”” admission to the
balls is by special invitation only.

Rumor Has It

Some say Mardi Gras began 250 years
ago when followers of the French ex-
plorer Bieville decided to celebrate the day
before Lent. However, the first Mardi
Gras street celebration probably dates
back to the mid-1700’s when the **Cow-
bellions,”” a rather free-spirited group,
raided a hardware store, stole cowbells
and roamed the streets, jingling their
booty..

The celebration grew and grew. In
later years, Mardi Gras included masquer-
ade balls for the elite of the city and street
dancing for the people. Float parades

o

819 St. Louis

New Orleans, LA 70116
OPEN 24 HOURS
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became popular in the 1800’s. Costumed
float riders threw flour and sweetmeats to
parade watchers and ‘throws’ have been
a part of Carnival ever since. Today,
throws include colorful beads, toys,
trinkets and doubloons, custom-minted
‘coins’ which become instant collector’s
items.

The Who's Who of Krewes

There are over 60 Mardi Gras organiza-
tions from every part of the New Orleans
area and representing all walks of life.
Carnival krewes are no longer just for the
elitel However, the oldest krewes—
Comus, Rex, Momus and Proteus—are
among the city’s most prestigious.

The first black krewe, Zulu, came onto
the scene in 1908. Iris, the first Carnival
association for women, was founded in
1917. The krewe of Bacchus introduced a
new style of Mardi Gras celebration in
1968, with celebrity kings, the largest
floats ever, and exciting entertainment at
the balls.

Religious Significance

Mardi Gras, or Fat Tuesday, is the day
before Ash Wedhesday which marks the
beginning of Lent. It's a time for parties,
parades, masquerade balls and cele-
brations of all kinds before Lenten
religious observances begin.

Officially the Carniyal season begins on
the Feast of Epiphany—January 6, the
Twelfth Night after Christmas. Epiphany
celebrated the day the Three Kings visited
the Christ Child and recognized him as
the Messiah.

Popular Mardi Gras pastries called ‘King
Cakes’ first appear on Twelfth Night. A
tiny plastic doll is backed into the cake,
and by tradition, the person who receives
the piece of cake with the doll inside must
host the next party or bring the next King
Cake to home or office.

Carnival ends at midnight, and early
on Ash Wednesday, penitents form lines
outside churches to receive the cross of
ashes on their forehead. The streets are
cleaned, the floats and costumes stored,
and the party’s over...until next year!

A LEXICON

Boeuf Gras

or, ‘Fatted Ox,” the Mardi Gras symbol
of the last meat eaten before Lent, a
traditional fasting period; Carnival itself
is from the Latin Carne Vale, meaning
Meat Farewelll

Carnival

in New Orleans often refers to Mardi
Gras; while Mardi Gras is but one day,
as purists like to point out, Carnival is
the entire season.

Fat Tuesday

is the literal English for Mardi Gras; it is
also referred to as Shrove Tuesday.
Flambeaux

are oil torches carried by dancing mar-
chers to illuminate night parades; they
are a sign of the more traditional
minded Carnival organizations.

If Ever | Cease To Love

is the official Mardi Gras/Rex parade
theme song; it is played in honor of the
lovesick Grand Duke Alexis who at-
tended Mardi Gras in 1872, following
his inamorata Lydia Thompson, a
musical comedy soubrette, down here.
Second Liner

is anyone who spontaneously joins in a
parade and marches along with the
bands.

Throws

are ‘favors’ thrown from floats by
maskers to the crowds: beads, doub-
loons, trinkets, toys, cups and coasters
and the latest craze—bikinis for men
and women.

Branding Hour 2-7 p.m. 7 Days
All Flavored Schnapps 50°

Draft 35¢
Well Drinks 90 ¢

(including all juice drinks)

We use a 2 oz. shot here at The Roundup

All Flavored Schnapps are always $1
(except during Branding Hour when

they're only 50°¢!)

Mother Dugas says Sunday is Party Time

with Free Buffet!

Annual King Cake Parties

Every Friday until Mardi Gras

A King Cake Party with 5 Dolls in the Cake
Each Doll Worth a $5 Bar Tab

Annual Midnight Buffet for Celestial Knights

January 26

Annual Buffet for Petronius
February 2
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The
Celebration...
The
Tradition...
Continues!

|
801 BOURBON STREET 24 HOUR BAR
—
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BURGUNDY

The Place To Stay

In New Orlears :
Complimentary Continental Breakfast =S
For Reservations: (504) 581-2078
1003 Bourbon Street

New Orleans Louisiana 70116
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«your Poster StoP
For Mardi Gras!

t
612 Royal Stree
905 Decatur Street

1. BINS, 718 N. Rampart at Orleans
. 4 A(‘:w 2. BOURBON PUB, 801 Bourbon St.
), b 70’ 3. CLOVER GRILL, 900 Bourbon at Dumair
/f“f/f&&'oy 4. GOLDEN LANTERN, 1239 Royal St.
Exclusi X 5. HAIRY DOG, Burgundy at Toulouse
ively for Gay Men 6. LAFITTE'S, 901 Bourbon at Dumaine
. 7. LEGENDS, 409 Decatur at Conti

Gay Owned and Operated

PAGE 4 MARDI GRAS TRAVEL PIECE
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Daupaine
New Orlcan" @u"s (
?ﬁ'one 943 - 146 0

OPEN 24 Houps ,

TJor Dim’nﬂ &tco&m

S

E BEST LITTLE GUEST HOUSE
& IN TOWN

41418 URSULINES STREET

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70116
(504) 566-1 ¥
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DECATUR

|~
3H MARKET PLACE F\]

N ORLEANS

‘BOURGOYNE
GUEST . “HOUSE

Old World Charm

in the heart of the French Quarter.
8. LE PENICHE, 1940 Dauphine at Touro NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70116

9. PAW PAW'S, Burgundy at St. Peter
10. PETUNIA’S, 817 St. Louis nr. Bourbon (504) 525-3983 OR 524-3621

11. QUARTER SCENE, 900 Dumaine :
12. RAWHIDE, Burgundy at St. Ann 839 %Ol lRBON
13. REFUGE, Royal at Ursulines

14. ROUND UP, 819 St. Louis nr. Bourbon
15. SECOND SKIN, 521 St. Philip nr. Decatur

ST R D R
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523-6200
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THE NEW ALTERNATIVE
FOR MEN AND WOMEN

409 DECATUR STREET
Between Conti and St. Louis

5239531
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WELCOME TO
MARDI GRAS TEXANS!

JOIN US FOR THE

' OF TEXAS IN

THE ' OF THE QUARTER!

WELCOME TEXANS
TO MARDI GRAS!

“This Is The Place Where
You'll Feel Right At Home!”

Home of the Cyclops Motorcycle Riding Club
and The Ultimate Male Leather Shop

8 Major Parades Pass By Our Front Doors!

E H A:RY DOG X COME JOIN US!

540 BURGUNDY ® NEWORLEANS 0 5221585

WELCOMES FRIENDS & VISITORS
TO MARDI GRAS 1986!

VISIT MICHAEL IN OUR NEW BACK BAR
THE OUTLAW OPEN 24 HOURS

MUSIC BY OUR DJ MICHAEL

RANDY, BOBBY, GARY, JONATHAN, MICHAEL, BILLY
AND OWNER JACK PAYNE WISH ALL A

HAPPY MARDI GRAS!

BURGUNDY at ST. PETER 524-6062

AR MARDY GRAS TRAVEL PIECE  PAGE 7
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THEMEN OF

WOOD

ENTERPRISES

NEW ORLEANS AND THE SOUTH

Presenting the 28
Annual Bourbon
Street Awards

MARDI GRAS DAY

CORNER BURGUNDY & ST. ANN

@ afe Lafitte in £xile RAWHIDE

T —

740 BURGUNDY NEW ORLEANS

THE{CRER:

&>

KERUGE

CI.OVER |
P GR".L |

/ 900 BOURBON ST.

}T”C* wifl
i
w
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Can We Talk

by Elroy Forbes

HOUSTON GAY HEALTH ADVO-
CATES, who helped begin the
MONTROSE CLINIC, reports a positive
goal as a result of AIDS and related health
crisis. The median age for gays is advancing
along with the national population. There
is a need for special care for gays with
cardivascular disease, Alzheimer’s, central
nervous system problems resulting from the
Aids virus and etc. Steve Burton says the
need is estimated to be for a 50-75 bed facil-
ity with 175 to 200 full time health care
workers—which could be opened within a
year of an initial proposal! For more informa-
tion and results of different funding efforts,
attend the next meeting of HGHA Sat. Feb.
8, 7:30pm at the Montrose Counseling
Center, 900 Lovett, Suite 201, call
790-9448. Imagine the entertainments for
a gay golden age center Wouldn't Aunt
Susie be shocked by the Saturday night
dances!??

STOOD UP

There I was dressed to the 9’s waiting for
famed H. Gorum publisher Randy Brown
to take ME to dinner at the fabulous
Norma J’s Wine Connisseur Resturant—
the one everyone is raving about (including
TWT); dinner in a mystical garden...before
a rodring fireplace...food fit for the
GODS.. Well, am I red faced. There I was
sitting at the head of the stairs. Then I
moved down stairs, then to the front
pourch... Too late to catch The Bar Wilson
Show at The OUTLAWS...he didn't call;
he didn’t write; he didn’t send flowers...

HOLD THE PRESS: Randy says he .
make it up to me very soon???

KREWE OF HYDRA

I was too depressed over my dinner date to
attend the big Mardi Gras party...And [ had
invitations from Michael Holloway, David
Peck and that circus fan, Ron Dionne. Seri-
ously, appologies to the entire KREWE. I
had a rehearsal and was not allowed out
until 11:30. soaring ceilings filled with the
green, gold and white balloons of Mardi
Geras colors, The Krewe of Hydra converted
El Mercado Del Sol (FYI: The Navigation at
Jenson wharehouse shopping mall) into a
black tie Creole wonderland. Food by
popular caterer, David Dunlap, formerly of
Rascals, stole the night with delightful and
exotic fare, i.e. shrimp of every nature, beef
seared and filled with onions, herbs, and
spices for a delightful variation on beef
tartar! It was a feast for all senses. Including
the strange aftershave worn by Steve Darby.
Despite the terrible tragedy of Larry Mikesh
and Richard Moreno’s apartment fire—
chiffon just melted. They lost just every-
thing, but the jocks they had on. Richard
did appear for the event. Most everyone else
was there too including Past President (1987
King) George Ruckstuhl with a delegation
form Lake Charles’ Krewe of Elan. Lavish
entertainment headed by Australian pianist
Terresa Bhenna filled the air. Ball President
Chris Broadhurst certainly takes credit for
the PA. But many layrels go to Jim Mitzi
Reich for organizing the whole show.
Why—you wouldn’t recognize some of the
characters cleaned and sprused up for the
night!!! We award the gold PA to THE
KREWE OF HYDRA.

ZUM SUM GANG

Stewart McCloud is back from his jaunt to
New Orleans and is so excited
about. . .Watch the H. Fourm for a new re-
port soon!!!Big Max is off with the CCC
(CYB: Christian Catholic Contingent) to
Denver and onto Brackenridge for some

NORMA J. Welcomes you to the

Connoissecur
RESTAURANT

T K K KK

“Simply one of the Best
Restaurants in Houston”
THE HOUSTON FORUM

CAJUN FOOD

GULF COAST & LOUISIANA STYLE CUISINE
Served next to a cozy fireplace in a unique garden setting

APPEARING NIGHTLY
Michele Larin

at the Grand piano

LUNCH 11 -2:30
DINNER 6 - 11:00
For Reservations Call

782-4761

5611 VAL VERDE‘

(Westheimer & Chimney Rock)
We Also Feature Prime Aged Black Angus Beef

needed ski vacation. Plans call for trapping
snow bunniew for fun and pleasure!!!
Travel Tycoon John Crawly and healthman
Rob Ralletti are finishing their European
plans. Rob will solo to Germany for a
reunion and encounter with a Balck Forest
Recipe he’s been tracking for years!!!
Papermakers Al Hazlett and Richard
Prawitz are back in their Montroseandia
from Carnival in Buenos Aires after their
special Pan Am flight with attendants just
in time to host Stephanie Smith with car-
pet crawler Slany. . .

Spied Amanda in hoop skirt heading for the
Martin Luther King Ball in Washington
D.C. She was having a time getting through
the seccurity gates with skirts. . .
“Hawkeye” Henson, Gerbhardt’s Texas
Best Cowboy, set a new record at the
National Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas by
winning the most money in saddle bronc
competition for the fourth time in his career.
Henson will arrive for San Antonio’s Rodeo
before coming to Houston's. . .Watch for up-
coming news in H. Forum. . .
AROUND THE LOOP

FYI Ted Lenze at Chutes is planning a
Thursday Jan. 30 Grand Opening with
Happy Hour Prices, free Champagne and
door prizes. If you're lucky, a meeting with
popular D] Mike Scott may be arranged. . .
George and Salem at Hooter’s are reserving
this Sat. night for the Grand Re-Opening.
It’s totally new in looks, new D] Richard
Connor, new sound system by Jimmy
Spaulding, all new insides, all new bar
tenders. Acutally it is Hooter’s FIRST
Anniversary Party with $1 well drinks and
beer all weekend. The all new dark colors
will make the place more comfortable and
gives a new atmosphere. If you're never tried
Hooter’s — well, the place is known to
JUMP. ..

Barry says the cabaret at the Chafing Dish
is a hit—had to be with the romantic setting
of a grand Victorian home. . .the service et
al...Jay Allen’s The Galleon is packing
them in on Monday’s. Here’s how it works.
Starting at 11 pm is male Strip Night. The

Etc. etc. etc.

Have you missed the pleasure of the Sun-
day Brunch rituall?? Well, not to worry—it
IS definitely back—and in style—at the
Driscoll Steet Cafe. A delightful brunch is
served every Sunday from 11 am to 3 pm and
wiht live entertainment. Their egg dishes
are flawless—and the croissants and blueber-
ry muffins are to die for. The egg dishes run
$4.95 to $6.95 and the soups and salads are
excellent, too! It is so very nice to have a de-
lux place to go for Sunday Brunch once
again in the Montrose. Go check them out!
Plastic and cash accepted. At 1834
Westheimer, Houston. Info call 522-7020

MAX

He was raped on the pool table, but declined to press charges

lest it discourage future attacks.
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top winner is averaging about $300 in tips.
When Bar Wilson tried he made 35¢% So
much for Show Biz. It’s back to Miss
Alabama’s. Anyway The Galleon has 6
entries or finalist all judged on applause.
The last finalist are judged on the amount
of tips collected. The finals are slated for
March 10th. . .

Over at Rascal’s Reed Mitchell is excited by
entertainer Maxine Weldon’s opening.
There will be more on that later. . .Sylvia
Reyes keeps them coming back to the
Driscoll Street Cafe. The Sunday Brunch
Bunch is already finding the atmosphere a
big hit, entertainment too. Sharon
Connelly’s bronze Western pieces are still
on view. . .

BEARS

On our way to Sam’s Wholesale Warehouse,
Hector Garcia and [ realized how close we
were to Bear’s. After shoppin for all those
bargains, Bear’s looked too good to miss. We
saw Scotty DeLucka, Carlos and Grant
Kilpatrick’s empty chair. Big Ben was tend-
ing bar and giving advice. Out on the big
dance floor Moody Allen was showing new
steps. We put on our Bear Stick pins and
moved on down the freeway. . .
MONTROSE SYMPHONIC BAND
ELECTIONS

The 1987 year has Chairperson Debbie
Holmes, Vice Chair Steve Darby, Secretary
David Watson and Artistic Director David
Christianson. Conductor is Jerry Back,
who is heading the new stage band too.
Calls for more musicians: wind instruments,
electric guitars—now is your chance to join
up to go to the Gay Games in San Francisco.
527-9454. the Tubas of Death are participat-
ing under musical director Leonard Rhodes
and director Jeff Galligan in The MAIN
STREET PRODUCTION OF
Marate/Sade. The show opens Jan. 30th
call 524-6706. . .

We will all miss Allan Hyatt, popular bar-
tender Ripcord, who peacefully left us in his
sleep Wednesday night. Joe Poro has the
details. . .

Until Next Friday, CAN WE TALK!
Question of the week: Who is Neartown
Association’s Mr. Personality?

Answer for last week: His initials are PK.
and MSBand baritone player?

(T13) 529-7014 %

Wilde & Stein
Books

1103 California
Houston, Texas 77006

v @
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WANTED!

“Mr. ngh o

THE QUEST FOR MR RIGHT:
Jan. 26th — K.J.'s CLUB

Feb. 2nd — OUTLAWS
Feb. 9th — GALLEON

See details on Page 3. HOUSTON FORUM,

ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

~ SATURDAY
JANUARY
25

NEW

Dynamic Music
GO AWAY
i

RICHARD
CONNER

Tom Sugar-Sugar
Graham General
President Manager

All Kinds of Tropical Fish
Gold Fish & Birds
and Supplies for ’EM

2124 Westheimer
Houston PH. 520-6443

[_\OOTERS

HOUSTON
2212 CONVERSE ¢ 521-2310

GRAND RE-OPENING
ALL WEEKEND

THANK YOU HOUSTON

TO HELP YOU FORGET

TO HELP YOU REMEMBER
Beer and.

FUN FBIENDS
1. well Drinks




808 Lovett

Boulevard Bi

Hours: 7am-11pm Mon.-Thurs.
8am-Midnight Saturday
8am-11pm Sunday

Bang
$1.99 Breakfast

Monday-Friday
2 Eggs, Bacon or Sausage
Two Pancakes

921-1015

©VISA |
| —

RINNS SPEEDY PRINTING
1617 W. Alabama
527-0027

Copies

5¢

500 Business Cards 11.99
19.99

1000 Flyers

Dear Mona:

Dear Mona:

I just read your article in the January 3rd is-
sue of “The Houston Forum” regarding the
man that was thirty four years old, un-cut,
and wanting your suggestions about being
circumcised. I agree with you and advise

. him not to. Now my question: I too, being

Jewish had no choice in the matter. Do you
know who (what doctor) in the city of Hous-
ton does replacement of the skin? I know it
can be done. While studying at UC.L.A.,
a few years back, two friends of mine had the
skin replaced.
[ am sure there are many of your readers who
would like to have this done. Maybe even
you! thanks, again, Oh lady of the sharp
tongue.
Your Fan

M.A./Houston
Dear M.A. (MA.. . .is that you?)
You will notice, at the top of my column it
reads, “ADVICE”. It does not read,
“RECOMMENDATIONS”. Mona does not
recommend anyone for anything (usually).

If I told you the name of the doctor who
performs “neddlework” of this sort you
would go to him, decide on the surgery, he
would screw up and your tallywhacker would
end up looking like a hand! Next, you would
file suit on me, the doctor and “The
Houston Froum”. Doc and [ would end up on
the unemployment line, and you, M.A., as
a result, would be the richest Jew (with an
ugly wee wee in the United States).! For rea-
sons such as these, Mona does not make
recommendations.

However, I will give just a tiny bit of ad-
vice from time to time, as you may know. Do
not do it. Unless, of course, your butt is too
big to wear pants and your peter gets cold!
There is no telling what could happen.
Leave not-so-good enough alone!

ADVICE

some of my readers constantly look for ways
to do things to their ding-dongs. You pound
it to death, run it through zippers and
buttons, stroke it, poke it, choke it, and you
are still not satisfied! Leave the poor thing
alone!

If you insist on going through with it,
please remember to get several opin-
ions. . .from doctors! If you have nothing
better to do with your time, one fan tells me
that the following “outpatient” method
worked for him: Pull the skin of the little
buger (or monster; whatever the case may
be) way up over it’s bald head. This only
works in an “unexcited frame of mind”!
Next, bound it, like one would tie a calves
legs together at a rodeo, or a sack of onions.
Hang a light weight from it. [ guess you just
walk around cleaning house all day looking
like a cheap light fixture. Mona is curious;
How does the bladder feel about all of this
constriction?

If any of my readers have information
regarding this process or cheap gossip about
friends that you never had who had horrible
or fantastic experiences as a result of the
operation, please write MONA! [ only print
it! Until next week. . .or another plateau of
existance,

$2,500
MISSING PERSON
REWARD

FOR INFORMATION
LEADING TO THE EXACT LOCATION OF

JAMES D. “JIM” CHAPPEL

i R

... or to the arrest and conviction of person(s)
guilty of having harmed Jim. He was last
seen January 1, 1986, driving a 1986 Honda
Accord LX Hatchback with dealer (paper) plates,
glass sunroof, and dark tinted glass. Call
Sergeant Hal Kennedy or Rick Maxey at
Houston Police Department (713) 222-3651.

Looking for an independent
slightly crazed
work enviornment

Need Respect
High Commissions and
some off Beat Perks?

Then we're looking
for you. Merna!
Call 465-0113 or 869-0011
and ask for Bar.

e S

ok

BCOLL
QVr Al T

[

Lunch Hours:
Closed Saturday Lunch

6-11 MON. - FRI.

6-10 SUNDAY

Di
6-

AND CABARET

Nightly Entertainment Featuring

“Sylvia Reyes”

nner Hours:
12 FRI. - SAT.

Now Open Seven Days a Week!!

Well Drinks. Bloody Marys & Screwdrivers

1834 Westheimer, Houston, Tx 77098

11 AM-3PM

Sunday Brunch 11 AM - 3 PM with Entertainmen

Piano Bar Opens at 5 PM
Happy Hours 5 -7 PM

522-7020

LUNCH BUFFET!

Monday - Friday 11AM - 3PM
Seafood/Beef/Chicken/Fresh
Vegetables/Salads/Deserts

$5.95
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$500 Cash Grand Prize - other great prizes.

Hey There Sailor!
LAST CHANCE TO WIN $500
Go On The Treasure Hunt!

\*/, =y,
I
-" - 0.:. .
P\ gy SELE &3“%)
4 __,_q\, J

BARN

A HOBO EVENT - GREAT PRIZES!
(HOUSTON ORGANIZATION BAR OWNERS)

SPONSORS
VENTURE-N BRB

e

BEARS

MARY'’S

THE BARN
THURSDAY, JANUARY 30TH 7 TO 11 PM

EJ’s - 10 POINTS

BARN — 10 Points MARY'S - 10 POINTS BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM

4 pts Find & get autograph of President 4 pts Find the man with the name 4 pts. Find Dick Sanderson in the 10 points

i of TGRA change—get his autograph! collagel P

3 pts Find any sundance or Renegade or 3 pts Who has a sock In their jock at 3 pts. What street sign do you stand by ALY Thie Sherif Badges date:from
Clogger: Get their autograph ] EJs tonight? to get fast service in Mary's? £

2 pts.  How many BBQ pits on the Barr's 2 pts.  Find the KKKT in EJs! 2 pts.  Where do Emest & Julio hang 3 pts. . Names of the 7 clubs whase' colors
patio? I pt What does EJ stand for? out in Mary’s? ! hang in the BRB?

I pt How many saddles in the Barn (Ist i 1 pt. Get autograph of any ex-manager 2 pts Colt 45 President in 1980 was
floor)? i of Mary's|

TOTAL TOTAL i I pt Name of bartenders working

EJ’s Judge’s sign Off tonight
TOTAL

BARN Judge's Sign Off

BEARS - 10 POINTS

MARY'S Judge’s sign Off

VENTURE-N - 10 POINTS

BRB Judge’s sign Off

Ripcord - 10 points 4 pts.  How many horses are in Bears?
4pts Find any 4 people in Ripcord & all Count em! 4 pts.  Find anyone in Venture-N born
recite any nursery rhyme for Judge 3pts.  How many different beer signs in same month as youl COMMUNITY POINTS
3 pts Count the number of bandanas in Bears? 3 pts.  Who is in Mikado picture upstairs? 30 POINTS
Rev. Mother’s habit! 2 pts Find the former New York chorus 2 pts. How many rungs on their tall )
2 pts Get autograph of any officer of boy-Broadway famed! ladder? 10 pts. A 1980 issue of TWT
Houston Council of Clubs ] pt \What is song number 131 on 1 pt. What's name on \-N store room? 10 pts. A 1981 issue of the VOICE
I pt Sl By Goors i Ripeord Bear's juke box? 10 pts.  The 11-1-85 issue of the FORUM
TOTAL [Pink ““Tootsie™ (election) issue).
TOTAL TOTAL

Ripcord Judge’s Sign Off

BEAR’'S Judge’s sign Off

V-N Judge’s sign Off

Hold on to copies and bring to prize
ceremonlies.

eThe Treasure Hunt runs until Feb. 4th. the 7 Bars host this contest
every Thursday night form 7 to 11 pm on Jan. 9th, 16th, 23rd, and
30th. You can score points at the bars at that time. You can score the
community points at any time until the contest ends Feb. 4th.

e A perfect score would be 400 points. Highest 11 scores will win prizes
on Feb. 4th. There are 10 points in each of the 7 bars each contest
night. That is a total of 280 bar points. There will be 120 community

points

eThe Prizes: Grand Prize-550Q cash. 2nd Prize-Round-trip to New
Orleans on SW. Airlines with 2-3 nights at the New Orleans Guest
House. 3rd and 4th Prize-$100 gift certificates at Eagle Menswear and
Gifts and the Brazos Back Pocket. 5th to 1ith Prizes-$50 bar tab at one
of the 7 sponsors. The bars will have some ‘Instant Prizes” during the

contest.

e\X’ho may enter: Anyone of legal drinking age who is NOT employed
by any of the 7 bars Or the Houston Forum

Cash Prize!

o x

TO WIN YOU MUST SCORE
AT LEAST 100 POINTS

ABOUT THE CONTEST

*To win you MUST score at least 5 points in each of the 7 sponsoring
bars. You may score up to 40 points in each of the 7 bars. Keep this
in mind during the contest.

eGrand Prize ceremonies will be held on Tuesday night, Feb. 4th
promptly. You must be present to win. You must score at least 100 points
to be a winner.

eCommunity points may be scored throughout the contest at any time.
Objects for points should be brought to the prize ceremonies they will
be returned to you—so you may borrow some of them and promise
to return them to their owners

eEach bar will have its Judge on hand every Thursday contest night
from 7 to 11 pm. Check in with the Judge to verify the points you have
scored there. He/she will log you In.

eKeep this pagel This is the last of Four score sheets.

eMany sponsors will have Instant Prizes during the course of the con-
test. Watch for them at the 7 clubs.

eAnd, decisions of the Judges are, of course, final. Thanks!!

Print Your Name
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HOUSTON'S COUNTRY & WESTERN DANCE BAR

With the bearest prices in town
Join us for the great Winter Wanderland Treasure Hunt
each Thursday in January!

: Monday All night Happy Hour
The Bear nghly recommends Tuesday Bearlicious Beer Night, 50¢ draft, all night

The Wine Connoisseur. Wednesday Dynasty Night, 50¢ Well during show
See ad in This weeks Forum Thursday Bearroushious Schnapps, 50¢

Friday o :
I
Look for the Bear! Saturday Bear Minimum Prices

Go south on Sunday $1 Draft, $2 Well—Ali Weekend!

E{?”'CFT;};EE;?E C&W Dance Lessons TUESDAYS at 8:30 pm
HAPPY HOUR UNTIL 9 PM EVERY NIGHT!

Go 272 blocks south Monday-Thursday, 4 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Turn left at the Gulfton Friday. Saturday & Sunday, 2 p.m. - 2 a.m.

streejc Ceut thmug,h” directly Lighted off street parking for over 175 cars!
into our parking lot

10 minutes from Montrose @. Come See
6121 Hillcroft 777-BEAR ‘fg\?% & I:BIetrt'lleirry

VISA/MASTERCARD ¢ AMERICAN EXPRESS “‘»’g{' Beau & Pat!
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The Forum’s Exclusive Soap Opera
Coming Next Week! 77006
77006—Cliff: Fresh from his horrendous
bench and bar orgy at Bile’s dungeon at
Bayou Bent, Cliff is awaiting his drug bust
trial date. Repeatedly assured that he will get
off on a legal technicality—Cliff anxiously
awaits his court date. The court date
arrives—but for 2 weeks beforehand he has
received a dozen roses daily from Judge X
proclaiming his undying love and lust for
poor Cliff. Trial date accompanied by his
counsel E Lee Bile — Cliff appears before
Judge X. Just what is Judge X doing under
those robes? And he can’t be wearing those
pink powder puff house slippers, too!!
Justice!!

77006 — Formica Dinette: Well, Formica’s
secret identity as a drag queen is out—and
Mr. Hung-N-How her boss at the Yoko Ono
Oriental Modeling Studios is IN TO IT! For
the first time in her life - Formica has the
seemingly undying passion and lust of a
“straight” man who knows of the secret hid-
den between her legs and who just can’t
seem to get enough. She and her best girl-
friend Trixie, are indeed perplexed as they
repeatedly huddle over Long Island Iced
Teas at Marie’s Unnaturally. Formica,
frankly, is tired of being a receptacle of
Hung-N-How’s animal lusts—day in and day
out and the office floor is so uncomfortable
for love-making. She did top her class at

Baytoon High in typing and shorthand so
she’s off for a refresher course in steno skills.
Secretarial life in a downtown corporate
tower looks like the next stop after Oriental
Modeling on lower Westheimer and
waitressing for Andy Miles!! You downtown
girls - WATCH OUT! Formica is on her way!
77006 — LANCE: Well, poor Lance got all
the ice in banker James’ corporate tower and
was panic-stricken when ordered to disrobe
and get in the sunken tub in the Executive
Suite—especially with the bank tower
emptied after working hours. He thought of
poor pool boy Randy hospitalized black and
blue with pneumonia. James was SO insis-
tent and was SO aroused. Lance has met
some sickos, wackos, and wierdos in his
life—but just what is this prospective winter
john’s TRIP? Will Lance comply to the ar-
dent desires of this prospective Winter John?
What is this guy’s kink anyway??? A sweet
young thing in the executive suite! Hmmm
hmmmm hmmmmm.

FICTION

“Love One
Another”

CLASSIFIEDS

Heard about
The Romin
Glad-he-ate-her?

Meet Him
at Miss Alobama's

Spaghetti Night!
Mondays
Hoppy Hour
I-70m
Open /-2
No Cover
Miss Alobama's
109 Tuam
598-9198

\\\l///// LE
THE H:.-

Texas Cowboy Dancers
Kelly, Rick, Hoyt, John

Dancing from 6-9
Sunday €venings

Talent Search Finals
Friday Night

Saturday — Special
Qppearance by
Miss Alabama at
the reqular show

No cover
Happy Hour 1-7 open 7-2
1419 Richmond
528-8903

Z.b\.. =TT
THE OUTLAWS

SYLVIA

by Nicole Hollander

o*q

@O

Professional Photographer

Now available for private photo
sessions in the Montrose area.
You ought to be in pictures!

Call 523-4340

CELADON

HAIR ——
$15

INTRODUCTORY OFFER
With This Ad
MEN & WOMEN

3400 MONTROSE ¢ HOUSTON, TEXAS 77008
713/528-0079

SERVICES

529-1414

ALL BRANDS

1307 Fairview
3 Blks West of Montrose

THE TIRE PLACE

Golden West Video

Rent Video for 40¢ each
No Deposit, late charge, or time limit
.541-3485
Largets Selection in the Southwest
Adult Movies Available
Free Delivery COD

MASTER MASSEUR
At Your Service by Appointment
New Clients Welcomed. Call Randolph
ar (713) 528-3147. Thanks

Escorts Needed
All Types-Immediately
SUNDANCE SERVICES
Responsible Only 667-8936

LONG HARD DAY
How about a massage from a well trained,
licensed masseur? Call Mr. Randolph.
(713)528-3147.

Relaxing & Soothing
Deep Muscle Massage
for the best in the west
Call Ted
568-2544

FOR RENT/LEASE v

4921 CRAWFORD
Apartments
1-1 Only $275.»
2-1 Only $355.»
Hardwood Floors

Security Gates
a Small Quiet Complex

622-9299
Ask for Gail

ALMOST NEW
REFRIGERATOR

Whirlpgol wlice

maker.

$350.00
522-9700

Don‘t Do
ANY YN
Yov'll g
ReaRret

() 1986 BY NICOLE HOLLANDER

WHicH of THESE RUMORS 15
totALLY UNFOUNDED?
0].the PResieNt PLANS
+o Remove A “Few" MeMBERS
oF the SupRreme CouRt A§

AN economy MEAJURE. 4

2 the PresiDent 15 Having [

HY FIRST NaMe cHAN(pe :

Ao D u.{.ch

Ticket office personell

HAVE VAN,

CAN DELIVER/PICKUP
MOVE, SMALL LOADS
$20.00 minimum
Ron (713) 5294153

Z—Magic touch by
David d. of E.t.
(713) 6224530

EMPLOYMENT

sought. Full-parttime.
Excellent Verbal Skills

required.

Call Ms. Knipp
after 11 AM
526-5323

C-Tex

Laid Off? Unemployed?
Over 1000 Jobs to choose from:
Drivers, clerical, Offshore,
Maintenance and all types of
club and restaurant work

available,too!

C-Tex 526-0884

Full or part time

Wait persons cook tor Boulevard Cafe.
Contact Bobby or Tony 7am-3pm 808
Lovett. 521-1015. Monday-Friday.

FOR LEASE

CLUB LARADON

FOR LEASE
928-6512
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Juice

“...This one is Wet,
very very wet...”

uming of

“...talk about sexual
appetite - these boys
(fortunately) do not

know when to stop...”

TEXAS' BEST ALL-MALE CINEMA



January 24, 1986, HOUSTON FORUM. Page 24

COMING e VIOLA WILLS ¢ _,
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