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Your Neighborhood Bar

The Breakfast Club

MONDAY SATURDAY 7AM-1PM

e

DOMESTIC BEER, WELL DRINKS,
MIMOSAS! & IRISH COFFEE!

11 HYDE AR
2 TARRORD

et

SUNDAYS!
$1 Brunch at Noon

$1 Vodka Special Noon- 2am

Friendly Staff!

 Internet Jukebox!

Home of

The Nomads
: AND
The 611 Cruisers

Come Pay O New =77

m e

Our Newest
Barback

Munchies!
Afternoons
Tuesday-Friday

Nachos, Guacamole,
Hot Dogs, Sloppy
Joes or Surprise!




Montrose Clubs

611 Hyde Park Pub 611 Hyde
Park, 713-526-7070. Customers
are awide mixofall types.Open
7am (noon Sun.). One of the
more popular bars for happy
hour and into the night

Bartini 1318 Westheimer, 713-
526-2271. Lots of soul. Shows
onThursdays & Sundays.
Dancing nightly. Open 10pm
Brazos River Bottom

2400 Brazos, 713-528-9192.
Cowboys are here.Open every
day noon-2am. Dancing at
night. Various Sunday shows.
$2.50 drinks all day, all night
Fridays

Bocados 1312 W. Alabama,
713-523-5230. Ladies nights on
Wednesdays

Carter & Cooley 375 W. 19th
Ave. at Ashland inThe Heights,
713-864-3354. Open 9am-
3:30pm Mon--Fri,, 9am-5pm
Sat. Deli with soups, salads,
sandwiches, desserts
Chances/G-Spot/New Barn
1100 Westheimer, 713-523-7217.
This is the women’s mega—
complex. Three big clubs,
interconnected. Chances
opens 2pm. Women’s band
Sat. nights. Open mic night
Thursdays

Club 1415 1415 California, 713—
522-7066. Open for theme
parties some nights. Male
strippers Thursdays. “The
Dyke Show” Saturdays with
Nancy Ford

Club Eve 2209 Richmond, 713—
545-4574. Women's bar Thurs—
Sat. above Azteca restaurant
Couslins 817 Fairview,
713-528-9204. All types of
customers, from the retired
people to young men. Drag
shows Thurs-Sun. Open 1lam
(noon Sun.)

George 617 Fairview, 713—
528-8102. Your “Neighborhood
Country Bar.” Open 7am (noon
Sun.) with large morning crowd
La Cueva Tequila Lounge
2312 Crocker. Hispanic club
specializing intequila, of course
Decades 1205 Richmond Ave,
713-521-2224. A neighborhood
bar. Open 1lam (noon Sun.).
Has pool tables, darts, a good
Jukebox

E/J’s 2517 Ralph, 713-527-
9071.Open7am (10am Sun. with
breakfast). Male strippers most
nights. Frequent shows and
benefits

Griff’s 3417 Roseland, 713—
528-9912. Not a gay bar. Irish
bar and a neighborhood
institution

Guava Lamp 570 Waugh Dr,,
713-524-3359. Open daily
4pm. Happy hour 4-8pm, piano
playing sometimes, DJ other
times

Helios Formerly the
Mausoleum, 411 Westheimer,
713-526-4648. Eclectic

customers, Slightly gay.
House was the home of
Howard Hughes as a toddler.
Open nightly, every night

has a different crowd and
atmosphere

J.R’s/Santa Fe 808 Pacific,
713-521-2519. Always a crowd.
Alltypesofpeoplebutgenerally
younger. Open mid-day

on

Blur 710 Pacific. 713-713-5629-
3447. Dance bar, open nightly.
Keys West 817 W. Dallas, 713—
571-7870. A piano bar on the
edge of downtown. Open 3pm.
Darts, card games, drinking,
singing and carousing with
frequent shows. Live piano
Wed--Sat. nights

Lola’s 2327 Grant, 713-528—
8342. Not a gay bar but a
Montrose neighborhood
institution

Mary’s 1022 Westheimer,
713-527-9669. The oldest

gay bar inTexas, open 7am
(noon Sun.) Good happy hour
crowd. Frequent shows and
community events on the patio,
especially Sundays

Michael’s Outpost 1419
Richmond Ave, 713-520-8446.
Piano players nightly Tues-Sat.
plus Friday happy hour. Open
3pm (tlam Sat.,, noon Sun.) Host
of many community events
Montrose Mining Co. 805
Pacific, 713-529-7488. A butch
bar. Lots of cruising. Crowd,
mostly men, is of all ages. Draft
beer on the patio

Numbers 300 Westheimer,
713-526-6551. (Not a gay bar.)
Hosts occasional gay events
Prive’ 910 Westheimer,
713-522:2542. Slightly gay
sometimes. Great music,
good viewing of Montrose &
Westheimer from the roof—
top patio

Resurrection 711 West Gray,
832-816-6315. Slightly gay
sometimes. Open only for
after-hours.

Rich’s 2401 San Jacinto, 713—
759-9606. Dance club gay on
Fri. & Sat, sometimes other
times. After-hours Fri. & Sat.
Ripcord 715 Fairview, 713-521-
2792. Houston's leather bar,
open 1pm daily. Man-hunting
crowds at night. After hours Fri.
and Sat.

Slider’s 1424-B Westheimer,
713-528-2788. Not a gay bar.
Great daiquiris

South Beach 810 Pacific, 713—
521-9123. Major dance club.
Open Wed-Sun. with after—
hours weekends

Galveston Clubs

3rd Coast Beach Bar 3102
Seawall Blvd,, (409) 765-6911.
Overlooking the Gulf. Frequent
shows. Nightly dancing. Always
a crowd.

Cocktalls 2411Mechanic, (409)
762-7900. Two clubs: piano &
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karaoke. New management
Garza’s KonTiki 315 Tremont,
(409) 765-5805. Open mid-day
to 2am. Dance club. Frequent
shows

Pink Dolphin 904 Ave. M at
Stewart Beach, (409) 621-
1808. Patio overlooks the Gulf.
Brunch and drag show Sundays
11lam. Other shows Sat. nights.
Robert’s Lafitte 2501 Ave. Q,
(409) 765-9092. A down-to—
earth bar open7am (10am Sun.).
All ages of people. Drag shows
Sat. & Sun. nights
Undercurrent 2409 Market,
(409) 750-8571. Open 4pm.
Two dance floors, amillion pool
tables, shows and strippers
weekends. This place is big

Outlying Clubs
within 100 miles

Amazonia 11449 |45 at Aldine
Bender, N. Houston, 281-260—
9885, 832-244-4354. Latin—
flavored dance club with male
strippers, impersonators
Club Big Yo 6305 Skyline,
S.\W. Houston, 713-953-0268.
Women's club openThurs.-Sun.
Copa 304 Orleans, Beaumont,
(409) 832-4206. Dancing and
shows

Chris’ Crockett St. Pub 407
Crockett at Park, Beaumont.
(409) 835-4243. Beaumont's
general neigborhood, city-wide
gay watering hole

Halo Video Bar 121 N. Main,
Bryan, (979) 260-2437

House of Finesse 2912
Wentworth, near T.SU. campus,
713-522-6074. Only open for
special events

In-N-Out 1537 N. Shepherd,
713-589-9780. “MetroSocial”
open daily 4pm
Inergy/Mango
Lounge/Amnesia 5750
Chimney Rock, SW. Houston,
713-660-7310. Latin-flavored
dance club just outsideThe
Loop. Big late crowd, good
music. Sunday shows

Ranch Hill Saloon 24704 1-45
N., #103, Spring, (936) 441-6426.
Open 4pm Mon.-Thurs., 6pm
Fri-Sat, closed Sun.

Rainbow Room 527 Baren
Springs, N. Houston, 281-872-
0215. Neighborhood bar opens
daily at noon, up past Bush
airport

Toyz 5322 Glenmont, 713—
6322544, 281-451-2094. Open
Tuesdays (shows and dancing)
and Fridays (“girls night”)
Viviana’s 4624 Dacoma,
713-681-4104. New location,
primarily Hispanic. Female
impersonators

Private Clubs

Club Houston 2200 Fannin,
713-659-4998. Open 24 hours.
Gym, pool, whirlpool, sauna.
Private rooms and lockers
Midtowne Spa 3100 Fannin,
713-522-2379. Open 24 hours.
Gym, pool, whirlpool, sauna.
Private rooms and lockers

Centrally Located
Outcalls Welcome

Full Body
Massage
By Roland, rut

713-942-2399
7 DAYS/EVENINGS

DVD RENTALS
MONDAY-SATURDAY NOON-8PM
711 FAIRVIEW 713-LEATHER

BLACK HAWK LEATHER

Houston Jacks

)

Sept. 21, Midtowne Spa
50% Off

We’re

Biodegradable.

We’re

Environmentally

Friendly.

Be a Part of the Next
Montrose GEM
Deadline Saturday, Sept. 15

To Be Released Thursday, Sept. 20

Call Henry or Brian at 713-529-2325
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Published every other week
c. 2006 by Gulf Features
408 Avondale, Houston, TX 77006 713-529-2325
OFFICE HOURS: 9am-6pm (noon-5pm Sun.)
But call first, we may be out.
Email: MontroseGem @ Yahoo.Com
Henry McClurg, publisher
Brian Keever, advertising director
RATE CARD #4 IS NOW IN EFFECT

How to Place a Display
Advertisement in the
Next Montrose GEM:

Call 713-529-2325
E-mail to montrosegem@yahoo

Tell Us What Kind of Busines
- You Have and We Will Shock Y
thh a Very Low Adv

Thank Yo

Gemini in the Bedroom

HOROSCOPES by HELGA

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Watch for some unexpected turning points
as you move along in this glorious fall season. Black and white or color?
Your next live dream will be one. And there are important things coming
to grab your attention.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Your expectations will be changing over
the cooler month of September. This is so welcome. And you can toss
away those hot air burdens of the past five months. Ah, but cool can bring
problems too. You will pay attention.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21): The bedroom is going to be your favorite
room for awhile. You will have your TV, your privacy, and you can have
visitors! When you are ready to move about the house again, you will ...
on your own schedule.

CANCER (June 22-July 22): Your fall season resolution? People don't
make resolution for fall. But you will. You will decide now the color and the
place. And it will be made so.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Helga is going in for a sex change this month. Do
you want to join her? Of course not. But, here’s your horoscope. There’s
softballand a city park in your future. And aco-worker. And another working
behind the scenes. Be on the lookout.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A change of location is possible for you for
the fall season. Just possible. If so, it will be nearby and of course it will be
cooler. You have nothing to fear but fear itself.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23): There are no big holidays over the next month
so why don’t you make one. You can stage, for your upcoming birthday,
Libra’s Big Adventure. Pee Wee Herman is make a comeback. So can you.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21): Consider the past as a guide but the future
for Scorpio is cool, as cool as the autumn air. Specifically, it will involve a
strange house and a community event.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You will figure it all out at the
appropriate time. That time arrives in a few weeks. A Taurus will be
there. There will be a pressing dilemma but the two of you will profit
from the challenge.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Be patient, my Capricorn, and calm as
you glide through these cooler days. Oh, yea, we may get a hurricane or two,
but we can handle that. Confess and be proud of all you have done over the
summer. Now you start anew.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): There are two things you should be looking
for over the next few weeks: someone with big feet and a beckoning call into
something blue. They will be related. You will pay attention.

Subscribe to

THE

forthe price of First Class postage and the envelope,
One year, 26 issus, $24. Send name, address and

check to 408 Avondale, Houston, TX 77006. Or call

713-529-2325 and we wil bill you

PISCES (Feb.19-March 20): And finally, once again, here’s Pisces on the |

bottom. Of the horoscopes! What were you thmkmg’ Stay on your steady
course for a few weeks and focus on the three you care about most. You
will learn basic things.

Helga’s lottery results from last issue: Not in the money. Cumulative:
Down $83. Here are Helga’s picks for Sept.8 &9, 2006. MegaMillions
Friday:14,42, 30,43, 54. Mega Ball: 26. Megaplier? Yes. And for Lotto
Texas Saturday: 28, 48, 36, 33, 8, 44.

Clubs
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Pink
Dolphin

Beach Bar

"~ 904 Seawall Boulevard
Galveston Island 409-621-1808

Open Every Day 10am-2am

Front Deck for .« 4\
Beach Viewing! *,.

Juke Box Karaoki
Every Monday 9pm

Becca Singing Live
Every Tuesday 8pm

Customer Drag Night
Every Wednesday 9pm

Country Music
at Its Best
Every Thursday 8-10pm

Houston Hose vs.
Galveston Hose Show
Every Friday 10:30pm

Adriana Stone &
Friends Drag Show
Every Saturday 10:30pm

$1 Vodka Wells
Every Sunday 7pm til

‘_Back Patio for Sunning or Relaxi

Montrose GEM #47, Sep. 7, 2006 5

Thank Yo
for Makin
Us the

. GayPubs’

*Pubs as in "Publications." We're the one |
who will deliver for you the biggest bang for |
your advertising buck. Call Brian or Henry at |

713-529-2325 and we 'l go to work for you. Or
Email montrose%; @ yahoo.com with your |

ldeas and we will send you back a proposal
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POOL, DARTS, GENERAL MISCHIEF

New! Sunday Brunch
” 1o 3010 3. 00pm
Country-Style Breakfast
Scrambled Eggs, Ham, Sausage,
 Country-Style Gravy, Hash

Browns and Biscuits!
EILEEN'S SIGNATURE MIMOSAS ON SALE

POOL & DARTS
TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
SAT. 8 BALL 2PM
SUNDAY
INDUSTRY NIGHT!
OPEN TABLES AILL DAY
9 BALIL 4PM
301 DARTS 4PM
MON. 8 BALL 9PM
WED. 301 DARTS 8:30PM
FRI. 8 BALL 9PM

OPEN DAILY 1TTAM (NOON SUNDAY)

713-52010MA

05 RICHMOND

H@\Nm\
\fcsum

>
ESBIAN YEL\.DVI PAG(S

Everybody Loves

dyyellowrcoimy

" A

Member: GAY YELLOW NETWORK ™
Gay & Lesbian Yellow Pages, Inc. ¢ 713-942-0084

GILL'S FNPRESS

Wash & Fold

Friendly
Service

We Deliver!

$1.25 per pound, Hangers Included

832.309.2094

100% Gay Owned
and Operated

Terry Zolnier 713.705.7715

Private & Shared Bathrooms Newly Remodeled!
408 Avondale 713-520-0206 800-357-1228
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Hot
New Sunday
Music, Men,

NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION
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We Have
the
Maps ...
Accurate
&

Complete

Be a Part of the Next
Montrose GEM
Deadline
Saturday, Sept. 15
To Be Released

Thursday, Sept. 20
Call Henry or Brian

at 713-529-2325

B Richmond Ave.

Nechman,
C  Simoneaux,
and Frye.
PLLC

Suite 400

Attorneys
and
Counselors
at laww

| Telephone |

7’I 3-22/7-1/71 7
Facsimile

7’I 3-522-261 D

VVVeb |

WWW nsflaw us

DVD RENTALS
MONDAY-SATURDAY NOON-8PM
711 FAIRVIEW 713-LEATHER

0

BLACK HAWK LEATHER

Houston Jacks

Sept. 21, Midtowne Spa
0% Off

For a Good
Time ...

Be a Part of the Next Montrose GEM
Deadline Saturday, Sept. 15

To Be Released Thursday, Sept. 20
Call Henry or Brian at 713-529-2325

Robert's
Lafitte

2501 Ave. Q at 25th/Rosenberg
(40&8 765-9092

alsestons Wmf hon Ber
Kipp's Birthday

Party

Sunday, Sept. 10
Food 8pm, Show 9:30

Saturday, Sept. 16
Mexican
Independence

Day Party
Food 8pm, Show 9:30

DRAG
SHOWS
SATURDAY
& SUNDAY
NIGHTS

with our regular
entertainers
Misty Valdez
Myra Sanchez
Princess Saigon
Sapphire

Mon.-Sat. 7am-2am
Sun. 10am-2am

Swimming Pool, Patio
Open Every Day

———
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DVD RENTALS :
MONDAY-SATURDAY NOON-8PM We’re Your Favorite

711 FAIRVIEW 713-LEATHER Gay Magazine!

“ Be a II)’artif'f th; Ne{(t Montrose GEM septl 21 ; Midtowne spa
eadline Saturday, Sept. 15
50% Off

Houston Jacks

To Be Released Thursday, Sept. 20
Call Henry or Brian at 713-529-2325

BLACK HAWK LEATHER

| Please join us for our

CASUAL COMMUNITY
EDUCATION SERIES

. dating.dot.com

September 13
6 - 7:30 p.m.
701 Richmond Avenue
Room 15

Everything you always wanted to

know about...

* Safe Dating/Relationships
(recognizing unhealthy behavior)

* Internet Dating

* Internet Hookups

* Blind Dates

...but were afraid to ask (or didn't know
whom to ask).

Come to mingle and socialize with others in a confidential setting.

There is no fee to attend. Registration is recommended but not required.

719 B9( V7 290 far o 1 . . - . UiledWaycHhe
Contact 713.529.0037 x339 for more information or to register. gl e

Fo;‘aGood Time

Be a Part of the Next Montrose GEM
Deadline Saturday, Sept. 15

To Be Released Thursday, Sept. 20
Call Henry or Brian at 713-529-2325
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Gay News & Bar
Talk

By Henry and Contributors

We have made it to issue 47 of your
favorite gay bar rag. We're possibly the
finest gay bar rag in the country, don’t
you think?

British Drinking

Several issues back I talked about how
British lawmakers revised their drinking
laws so that pubs could stay open 24 hours.
They did this for two reasons.

One, to come in line with the rest of
Europe and not look so, ah, British.

And two (the real reason) to try and
eliminate binge drinking by customers
as closing times approached. You see, the
British make us look like teetotalers.

They would guzzle up, get kicked out, and
congregate on the street outside where many
would literally fall down drunk.

It got so bad that British medical
authorities starting posting their version
of EMT’s outside the major pubs to patch
cuts and bruises and send those with the
occasional broken arm to a hospital.

The lawmakers figured that with 24—
hour open pubs, that would eliminate the last
minute binges.

But now they have another problem,
writes author Jack Turner in a recent
New York Times op-ed article. Several
lawmakers want a new law that prohibits
standing at the bar counter to drink. You
must go sit at a table, they propose.

Why? Because when you pass out drunk
standing you have further to go before
hitting the floor and are more likely to injure
yourself than if you fell off a chair. 'm not
making this up.

Too Much Salt

Have you ever read the ingredients on the
side ofa can of V-8 vegetable juice. Yes, it has
lots of Vitamin A, C and other good things.
But it is 25% sodium.

Pour yourself a glass of V-8. Visualize the
bottom quarter of that glass. That’s all salt!
Pour yourself a [2-ounce serving of V-8 and
you have the contents of a whole household—
size salt shaker in there. The whole thing!

Do you see food advertised on TV and
then decide that you have to have one of
those? Lately, I've been that way. Most
recently, 've seen advertisements for Marie
Callender’s chicken pot pies. Yummy. So I
bought several at Kroger.

[ told Brian Keever about them and he
said, “Oh, those are good.”

Do you want to know the sodium content
of Marie’s chicken thing? It is 33%!

Of course V-8, Marie and all the others
put that muchsalt in there to extend the shelf

life at the supermarkets. But god! Basically
you have a bowl of salt with some flavoring
added.

Obit to the Old Voice

The ever-shrinking Houston Voice is
again to ever-shrink. They’re going to be a
monthly “slick” in a format nine inches tall
by five inches wide, they announced. (Use
your fingers to get an idea of the size.)

And why are they doing this? I suspect
they are going to try to be a cross between
OutSmart and Red/TWT. This is just
me trying to read between the lines. The
OutSmart part is that they hope to get
doctors, lawyers and real estate agents into
their pages. These professional groups are
the bread and butter of OutSmart.

The Red/TWT part means they will try
to get bar ads into their new back-pocket
format. Good luck, as you-know-who (us!) is
the choice of the most clubs.

As many of you know, in 1974 I founded
what is now called the Houston Voice. Did
so twice after I sold the first one and the
new owner then folded it. Too much work,
not enough ego-satisfaction, I supposed
at the time.

What you don’t know is that a year ago
I was in negotiations with the financial
investment firm that is the money behind
the Voice (and the other Window Media
publications) in an effort to revitalize the
Voice. (They called me, Ididn’t call them.) We
were exploring many possibilities, including
even merging the Voice and the GEM.

I presented them with an outline of what
changes the Voice had to make in order to
get the local advertising support that it had
not had for several years. The main and
overwhelming change that needed to be
made (and if it wasn’t made no other changes
would matter) was to switch the political tilt
of the Voice from leaning slightly to the right
to leaning slightly to the left.

The powers that be in Washington and
New York rejected that outright. It seems
I had stepped on sensitive toes. They are,
after all, Log Cabin Republicans. And to me
it seems they don’t understand why we all are
not. They abruptly cut off the talking.

As thin as the Voice has been in recent
years, it was still our local gay newspaper.
Nevermind that in, perhaps, the [5-largest
gay markets in the country, Houston had the
smallest gay newspaper. It was here and it
was ours, for better or worse.

And this brings us to here and now.
Houston does not now have a weekly gay
newspaper, not even a thin one. What
are the advantages of a newspaper over
the magazines we currently have? Space!
You can have more articles, more in—
depth articles, than a higher-cost magazine
can have.

[ am always looking for profitable

adventures. If you have the financial ability
and the vision and the first question out of
your mouth will not be like many others I
have talked with, “When can I expect my
first dividend” when they had not even yet
spent an hour discussing the possibilities,
the excitement, the community leadership
roles, their contributions to the success

of the publication and the countless other
responsibilities and benefits. And then, the
dividends will flow.

Call me. You can start a gay newspaper
for Houston. I can help. Or I can start yet
another Houston gay newspaper and you
can help.

Goodbye Johnny Hooks

The Houston Voice’s “Nightlife”
columnist wrote his last column last week.
He was the closest thing in the Voice toYours
Truly, although (of course) not as sexy as
Yours Truly.

When I say closest, [ mean very close.
Johnny would scour the ads in The GEM
in order to figure out what was going on.
The GEM is not only the source of bar
happenings to you, our readers, we were like
a wire service to the Voice. We were honored.
Jacks Party

The Houston Jacks party at Midtowne
Spa will be the third Thursday of each month
and the next one is Sept. 21. Now don’t get
all embarrassed. This is just a little private
social club.

It starts 8:00 p.m. Present one of the little
black and white ads here in The GEM to the
doorman for a 50% discount.

Now, there are strict rules to follow. They
will be posted.

Houston Quickies

Decades is now serving a Sunday brunch
12:30 p.m. t0 3:00 p.m. [t will be your standard
breakfast (yummy) of eggs, ham, sausage,
hash browns, biscuits, gravy. And the club
will be serving Eileen’s signature Mimosas.
Galveston Quickies

The toast of the bars on The Island, Kipp,
is having a birthday party Sunday, Sept. 10,
at Robert’s Lafitte. Come eat his food at 8:00
and stay for the show at 9:30.(That’s 8:00 and
9:30 p.m., although Kipp has been known to
party at those hours in the a.m.)

And on the 16th, in honor of Mexican
Independence Day, Lafitte’s will have more
food, 8:00 a.m., and a show at 9:30 p.m. Ya’ll
do know that when white people starting
moving into Mexican-controlled Texas
before the War of Texas Independence, they
were welcomed. Except: They were not
allowed on Galveston Island. Mexicans only!

Off to the Doctor

’'m going in for a lobotomy, or something,
as [ pass the disc for this issue to Brian to take
to the printer. When I get out, look out. Tll be
all tuned up and ready to take over the world.




PRESS RELEASE
An Island

Fairytale

By Eldrege

Once upon a time, on a bustling island
off the Gulf of Mexico, an enchanting
fairy princess was born. Now, our fairy
princess was no simple, dance-around—
the-castle-singing-to-birds princess, but
a very unique breed. This princess was
bornwith a penis, but don’t let that fool you
my friends! She was very much a princess,
and one day she would be a queen, the most
glorious queen that would ever grace those
flotsam covered shores.

In our princess’ youth, it was not
accepted for boys to like other boys, or
for girls to yearn for other girls, nor was
it accepted for young boys to wear their
sister’s or their mother’s clothes. Thus, for
a long time our little princess had to hide
her sparkling personality and pretend to
be the perfect little boy, only indulging in
her fantastical desires when no one would
see. She knew that if the world were to
find out about her secret, then they would
surely lock her in the highest room of the
tallest tower before tossing the key as far as
carthly possible.

Time passed quickly, as it does, and
our little princess was having a hard time
keeping her secret behind closed doors.

With each year that passed, the princess
felt more and more of herself withering
away. When adolescence came upon her,
she found herself wanting to be exactly
what everyone wanted her to be, which
ended up slowly killing her inside. Despite
the boys attire and attitude, she dreamt of
makeup, ruffles, and high heels.

As the princess got older she began
to fight those urges that all of us face,
including the urge to stop lying to the world
and show everyone who we truly are. She
longed to live her life as she saw fit, rather
than conform to some image set forth by a
brutal, faceless society.

Like most, that included getting a job
and venturing out into the world without
a metaphorical safety net. One would
think that our beautiful, hidden princess
would want to be a beautician or a makeup
artist, but that wasn’t the case. Our sweet,
precious princess became a tug boat
captain.

It was during this time, while she lived
her dream, that she fell for a beautiful
maiden. Very much in love, they chose to
get married, and as is traditional in such
stories, began a life of “happily ever after.”

But, our story cannot end here,
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as happily ever after wasn’t meant to
be fulfilled yet. The two lovers raised
a daughter, who later had children,
leaving the two boasting proudly of
their grandchildren, then later, great—
grandchildren.

Unfortunately, during this time our
princess was still pretending to meld to
societal conceptions of normality, and
was still having a hard time dealing with
being unable to share her true self. She
raced cars, had a farm, rode bulls, and was
still unable to compensate for that desire
to share herself with the whole world.
Something just had to give, and with the
world more accepting, she couldn’t figure
out why she was still hiding. She could
support herself, her family, and she had a
loving wife at her side.

Of course, deciding to reveal yourself
is much easier said than done. She was
confused about who she was, and no
amount of hormones or contemplation
would change that. Depression set in and,
as time passed, left her more confused than
ever. But, as often happens in the middle of
such a story, our beautiful princess faced
the most difficult tragedy of her young
life, the death of her lovely, loving wife.
Shattered and broken, our princess was
more lost than ever.

Thankfully, due to her decision to
venture out into the world that she wanted,
our princess began to dress like the woman
she truly was. A newly found friend
introduced our princess to a bar called
Robert’s Lafitte. At first, as always, the
public didn’t know what to think of our

princess, but soon grew to love her for the
beauty that she truly was.

After a while she met a tall, dark,
handsome prince, as princesses are apt to
dointales suchas this. Unlike other princes
though, this prince had the ability to turn
into a princess as well. This prince taught
our princess that magic which she used to
become a princess, and in doing so, taught
our princess much about herself. It was this
prince that helped our beautiful princess
bloom into the glorious queen that she is
today, and even though the prince and the
princess did not end up happily ever after,
the experience left her a stronger, more
beautiful person.

Ourprincessstrovetoachieveperfection,
routinely practicing her chosen art to
achieve a stronger more breathtaking
illusion. With the encouragement and
help of several close, special friends her
performance began to shine. Everyone
began to know her as Raichell, but she
performed under other aliases as well, such
asTugboat Annie, Mississippi River Queen.
Her skills excelled and our princess soared
above the ordinary, winningawards suchas
Miss Lafitte 2004, Miss Swampthing 2005,
and 2nd runner up for Miss GayEntertainer
of the Year 2005, and 2nd runner up for the
Miss Pink Dolphin 2006.

From time to time you can see Raichell,
our beautiful queen, perform at Robert
Lafitte’s and the Pink Dolphin, as well
as other gay bars dotting that booming,
glittering island nestled of f theTexas shore.
Though, be prepared, our lovely, bloomed
queen can show you a good time through a
number of acts.

In the time of her performances,
Raichell has become extremely talented.
Her glorious spirit shines brilliantly,
showing what a wonderful person she is.
Looking beyond the physical face, one
would find Raichell to be extremely gentle,
caring,andaverydependable friend beyond
anything else. True to the definition of
any fairy tale princess, our Raichell is
beautiful inside, and out.

No other person can possibly be able
to tell this story as well as I her wife. 'm
proud to say that we met through a mutual
friend, our own fairy godmother, and
found that happily ever after within each
other’s embrace. Our marriage began in a
ceremony on the patio of Lafitte’s, and has
continued in its beauty to this day.

And the ideal conclusion of our
mythical fairy tale? Raichell, our long
hidden princess, recently turned
amazingly beautiful queen, has been
summoned to the far distant kingdom of
Las Vegas to open festivities of Queen Rue
Paul’s world renowned show.
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Houston Buyers Club

3224 Yoakum Blvd. houstonbuyersclub.com 713.520.5288
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New Smokehouse
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Galveston
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sznos (409) 762-5700
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master-remodel-ers.com

713-240-0078 F

jpthouston @ aol.com
J. Pierpoint Thompson
Designer/Contractor
420 Redan, Houston 77009 —

ILIBERTY CAB....

www.llbertycab net |
Serving
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& All of

- "ﬁ All Vehicles are independently leased & operated by |l @
| Independent Contractors. Rates regulated / City of Houston imv"‘]
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FREE
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& More!
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(409) 908-9783

 (409)739-2004
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on this map!
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AVE. M

25TH/ ROSENBERG

3rd Coast
Beach Bar
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50/50 RAFFLE LOCKDOWN SILENT AUCTION
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Must me street legal
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Community Outreach

Prevention Services
Free HIVand Syphilis Testing

Results in 20 Minutes and Lots of Incentives!
713-830-3070

1415 Bar & Grill  Decades
1415 Cali fornia 1205 Richmond
Thursday Monday 6-10pm
8pm-Midn. Dennis
Carlos
E/J’s
611 Hyde 2517 Ralph

Park Pub  Wednesday10pm-lam

611 Hyde Park Friday 10pm-lam
Tuesday 4-8pm Rhonda & Lourdes
Quincy
Inergy/Mango
All Star News Lounge
& Video 5750 Chimney Rock
Emporium  Monday I0pm-2am
3415 Katy Fwy. Carlos
Monday 4-8pm
Thursday 4-8pm Mary’s,
Jack Naturally

Brazos River

1022 Westheimer
Wednesday 4-8pm

Bottom Jack
2400 Brazos
Thursday Midtowne Spa
8pm-Midn. 3100 Fannin
Lourdes Tuesday 10pm-lam
Carlos

Club Houston Wednesday I0pm-lam

2205 Fannin Juan
Tuesday, 8pm-Midn. TFriday 10pm-lam
Dennis Quincy
Club Big Yo Ripcord
9347 1/2 Richmond 715 Fairview
Saturday llpm-2am Wednesday
Carlos 9pm-Midn.
Jack
Cousins
817 Fairview Viviana’s
Thursday 4624 Dacoma
8pm-Midn. Friday 10pm-lam
Jack Carlos

Leacy :

Community Health Services

formerly Montrose Clinic & TAF

215 Westheimer
713-830-3000
www.montroseclinic.org

www.legacycommunityhealth.org

Thank You
for MaKing

*Pubs as in "Publications." We're the one
who will deliver for you the biggest bang for
your advertising buck. Call Brian or Henry at

713-529-2325 and we'll go to work for you. Or
Email montrosegem @ yahoo.com with your
ideas and we will send you back a proposal.
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THE GAY ENTERTAINMENT MAGAZINE OF HOUSTON/GALVESTON

408 Avondale, Houston, TX 77006 713-529-2325 montrosegem @ yahoo.com
The Most Powerful & Effective Display Ads You Can Buy in the Houston/Galveston Gay Community

No Contracts.

Our Rates Are
Already the
Cheapest

They Can Be!

More Than
One Display
Adina
Single Issue?

First Ad:
Regular Price.
Other Ads:
25% Discount.

Display Advertising Rates #4A

August 1, 2006
Popular Sizes non-continuous
Full Page $229 b&w $299 full color
3/4ths Page $194 b&w $254 full color
2/3rds Page $166 b&w $226 full color
Half Page $139 b&w $189 full color
Third Page $112 b&w $152 full color
Quarter Page $94 b&w $124 full color
Popular Sizes continuous
(running at least 2 consecutive issues)
Deduct 33%
(Full Page $153 b&w $199 full color)

Ads for Services (b&w, continuous)
3/16th Page 3.6" wide 3.5" deep $39
1/6th Page 2.3" wide 4.8" deep $39
1/8th Page 3.6" wide 2.25" deep $29
1/9th Page 2.3" wide 3.1" deep $29
1/16th Page 3.6" wide 1" deep $19
1/18th Page 2.3" wide 1.4" deep $19

Service Ads in Color: Add $10

FREE QUARTER-PAGE ADS FOR BENEFITS
As a GEM advertiser, you are entitled to free quarter-page ads
for benefits at your business or which you stage at other locations.




Wal-Mart Goes
Gay

By Ed Brayton

Wal-Mary has decided to join the
National Gay and Lesbian Chamber
of Commerce in an obvious attempt to
sell products to a group of people with
significant disposable income. The result,
predictably, is a major freakout by the
religious right.

Now I know, we hear from conservatives
all the time about free markets and
capitalism, but you don’t think they actually
mean it, do you? Also predictably, the
WorldNutDaily is leading the chorus
of outrage. This article contains lots of
ridiculous statements, but it begins by
describing what’s going on:

“It is correct that we have a dialogue with
the (National Gay and Lesbian Chamber
of Commerce),” Wal-Mart spokesman Bob
McAdam told WND. “This is just what
businesses do.”

He said it is an effort by the company
to reach out to one of its customer bases,
and is being handled similarly to Wal-Mart’s
work with Hispanic and African-American
chambers of commerce. A report on an
advertising industry site, AdAge, said that
Wal-Mart had not only joined the NGLCC
but also has hired a “gay-marketing” shop
and started discussions about extending
domestic-partner benefits to employees.
Domestic partner benefits?

You mean a gay person might get health
care and a pension? Well that just will not
do. Gays aren’t supposed to have access to
health care, you see, because that might help
them live a longer and healthier life and that
gives them more time to advance the “radical
homosexual agenda and infect the rest of us.
This must be stopped. Tony Perkins, idiotic
soundbite please:

It is unfortunate that Wal-Mart has joined
Jorces with an organization whose mission
opposes many of the values shared by rural
and small-town America. It is precisely the
interests of average Americans thatWal-Mart
has prided itsel f in promoting.

Now, by surrendering to the radical
homosexual lobby, Wal-Mart has entered the
political arena with no economic benefit to
their company or their customers.

Right. Because there are no gays in “rural
and small-town America.” Gays are only in
big cities like New York and Gommar... er,
San Francisco, and it spreads there because
people live so close together that they are
easily infected with The Gay.

Why, 've heard rumors that you can catch
The Gay from a toilet seat in Sodom San
Francisco. And wanting to sell chicken or
tires or beach towels to gays means they’ve
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“surrendered to the radical homosexual
lobby.”

Which makes one wonder how you would
surrender to that lobby. Waving a white flag
is so pedestrian, and it’s hard to find a flag
in a salmon or taupe color. They could wave
a rainbow flag, but then some idiot from
Meade, Kansas will throw abrick throughthe
front window.

To really view the hysterical reaction to
this, you have to see this column by Kevin
McCullough. I especially love this bit:

On nearly every occasion I've visited
a Wal-Mart, I've nearly always seen entire
Jamilies shopping together, of every racial
and ethnic background you could imagine.
Newer than Sears, less expensive than
Target, much more hip than K-Mart, there
quite possibly couldn’t be a more family—
[friendly vendor in all of America. Until
this week ...

Yep. Because as we all know, if you start
selling dish soap to gays, people will no
longer take their family shopping at Wal—
Mart. Gays and families are like matter and
anti-matter, obviously; they can’t coexist in
the same place. What’s that, you say? Gays
actually have families? 'm sorry, but you’re
wrong. The religious right has copyrighted
the word “family” and it means only what
they say it means. You gays out there who
love your children and take carc of them
and help them with their homework and do
all the things that normal people do with
their kids, you may think you have a family,
but you don’t. Pursuant to their copyright,
the moment you touched someone else’s
genitals in a Biblically-unapproved manner,
you gave up your right to be a family. You're
now just a random conglomeration of people.
Worse yet, you’re now a part of the “radical
homosexual lobby.”

And then it’s back to those tired old
pedophile comparisons:

Why will Wal-Mart spend
monetary resources to help fund
conferences that promote same—
gender sexual behavior? Would
they do the same for adulterers.”
Pedophiles.” Men who like sheep.”

Yawn. Stop me if you’ve heard that one
before. But the more important problem
here is the excessive focus on gay sex. Why
on earth does promoting the sale of grills
and garden tools to gays mean they’re
“promoting gay sex?”

Focus on the Family really should change
it’s name to Focus on the Anal Sex, because
it seems that this is the only thing they see
in gay people. They're aren’t really people
to them, they’re just symbols for anal sex.
Wal-Mary is not promoting gay sex by
advertisingto gay people,any more thanthey
are promoting Christian sex if they take out
an ad in a Christian publication. They're not
starting a new department to sell them ball
gags and butt plugs, for crying out loud.

[ think we need to go much further with
this. I think Wal-Mary should refuse to sell
products to anyone who isn’t a Christian.
After all, if they sell a DVD player to an
atheist, they’re promoting atheist sex, and
that just will not do.

In fact, from now on, I think Wal-Mary
should stop selling products to all sinners. I
an unmarried woman comes in and cannot
show them an intact hymen, then they don’t
get to buy that sunscreen and shampoo
(because hussies like you deserve oily hair.
itchy scalp and sunburn as God intended). In
fact, they could make a tidy profit by selling
stones to the horde outside the front door
waiting to stone that slut to death for her
crimes against God.

Then Wal-Mart will once again be back
in line with “rural and small-town America™
and will be satisfying the bigotry of brain
dead zealots like McCullough and Perkins.
So you gays can take your anal beads
and your amyl nitrite and go back to the
bathhouses where you belong. We won't let
you desecrate Wal-Mart, the last vestige
of the garden of eden itself in the midst of
our Sodomite culture. Wal-Mart is for
God-fearing people, people who worship
Jesus and Dale Earnhardt, and not
necessarily in that order.

Columnist Ed Brayton is a freelance
writer and co-founder of Michigan
Citizens for Science
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Imperial Prince Royale 22 —
Chris Beck
&
Imperial Princess Royale 22 —
ShyAnne

Cordially Invite You to an
[PR Weekend

“Time Machine”

Friday, September 15, 2006
George’s 8 pm
Celebrate the Present of ERSICSS

Saturday, September 16, 2006
Keys West 7 pm
To honor our Past Monarchs of ERSICSS

Sunday, September 17, 2006
BRB 8 pm
To Celebrate Our Community

For More Information:
Chris — mrdaleagle03@aol.com
% ShyAnne - LK NAPP@yahoo.com
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Imperial Princess Royale 22 —
ShyAnne

Cordially Invite You to an
IPR Weekend

“Time Machine”

Friday, September 15, 2006
George’s 8 pm
Celebrate the Present of ERSICSS

Saturday, September 16, 2006
Keys West 7 pm
To honor our Past Monarchs of ERSICSS

Sunday, September 17, 2006
BRB 8 pm
To Celebrate Our Community

For More Information:

woyal So.,%
X/

Ry %, Chris — mrdaleagle03iaol com
¢ .
5 é’* ShyAnne - 1.K_NAPP .
= E
% g
% &
%, ERSICSS ACCEPTS THE FOLLWING [

5
Vg a|8u\53& 64

- the Fabulous 4 graced the ktagn of the COPA?

and...
» Fan Dancing wi

Please join us for a night of the Peasants Revolting.

Friday, September 22n
1415 Bar & Grille
1415 California)
8:30pm Showtime
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3 Oct. 7-8 City F
Fl’ee AdS | HOlldayS, ct. 7-8 City Fest Houston,

i T ‘ Eleanor Tinsley Park, noon—
20 words or less, free, IF ad is Emailed to MontroseGem (a

] e [0pm
Yahoo.Com or mailed or dropped of f (but NOT phoned in) at 408 Be]] EfltS Ogt. 9 Columbus Day
Avondale, Houston 77006. One-inch display ads available at $19. | Oct. 10 National Comi
Call 713-529-2325. & Other v
TEXAS VIDEO NETWORK We are beta testing. Check | . o .
ct. 10 Columbus D
it out and upload your homemade videos for posting. OCCﬂS]O]’IS Oct. 13 C::':'l:;,suzengit
www.TelevisionOne.net Some dates are tentative. Email R ! ’
dome dates are tenic . LN B) tld.Btl d d
MEN’S AA GROUP meets7pm Sundays, 2515 Waugh (rear | MontroseGem @ yahoo.com with BC;";;;‘; A I;)Rll;fe an
parking lot entrance) additions and corrections. ; ;
STIFFIES with Papa Del at The 611Club, Mon-Thurs. 7am—- | Fri., Sept. 7 Full Moon ?:::;V’aﬂsogif(‘)’;f“y A |
1pm, $1.50 well & domestic longnecks Sat.,Sept. 8 Colt45’s benefit Oét 18- Houston Council of 0
PLOWBOY AT PINK DOLPHIN Galveston, Mon. & “Hairdos and Heart Breaks,” e . |
i Clubs meeting 8pm, E/Js
Wed. 6pm-2am BRB Oct. 27-29 Hall
SUMMIT HOUSE HOUSTON Bodywork groups and Sun., Sept. 9 Houston GLBT el o
classes, leather groups and classes, Reiki, Tarot and more! Political Caucus community SLL Ken ) )
Near Keys West. www.sumhou.com workday .Ct-‘ 2‘9dDayl!ght Savings
MOVING SERVICE Low cost, gay owned, Mon., Sept.10 Grandparents’ Time i ot hour
homes/apts./offices. Rainbow Moving. Jack Sheeks Day 8Ct. g: I;alloween night
713-942:2507 Tues., Sept. 11 Patriot Day 1,31 2.5 2006, Tave Star

PRIDE & JOY Stop and see Don & Dan for a great deal on | wed., Sept. 12 Houston ity 3006, Oalveston
cool bars & vintage furniture, 1727 Westheimer GLBT Community Center Nov LT beneli,
CAREGIVER available any hours, rates are negotiable.Call | joht. Hollywood, 2409 Grant ‘('O""t‘;,y Stars, Duos and
Brian 832-767-6109 Fri.,Sept.14 Houston Leather Covging. BRD
GEORGE IN THE MORNINGS with Ms. Jones, 7am-noon | oy membership meeting, Nov. 5 Full Moon ‘
Thurs.-Fri.-Sat. $1.50 well & beer 730pm, Ripcord Nov. 7 Texas and US. elections
ONE DOLLARVODKA all day, all night Sundays at The 611. | g, Sept. 16 Fiestas Patrias Nov. 11 Veterans’ Day i
$1 brunch noon-2pm Sun ’ Sept. 16 GLBT Nov. 15 Houston Council of
PLUMERIA and other exotic tropicals for sale in Galveston. (‘Um;;“mi b -(‘en tm_‘ Ogoor Clubs meeting 8pm, The 611
832-628-6722 Bingo. Club I@li 500 pn Nov. 23 Thanksgiving Day
PAW PAW PET Sitting Service for your convenience Suri ‘Sept 1é~h4i<f‘its: 1 Nov. 24 Biggest Shopping Day
and your pet’'s complete needs. Please call RENE at . = iy’ of the Year
713-682-6844 late Nov. Galveston Harbor
FREE SNACKS at The 611 Tues., Wed. &Thurs. with Gilbert, Parade of Lights
Nacho Man. And Fabulous drinks!!! Dec. 1 World AIDS Day
RADICOMICS Cartooning and graphic design: Dec. Dickens on The Strand,
logos, business cards, illustrations. Email darryllathan @ Galveston
hotmail.com. 713-376-9193 Dec. Annual Montrose
HAVE FUN Serve others,gainexposure.Seekingvolunteer Christmas Tree Lighting

bartend on Ripcord’s patio
Mon., Sept. 17 NLA bartends
Mary’s patio, 3-7pm

Thurs., Sept. 20 Houston
Council of Clubs meeting 8pm,
Mary’s

Sun., Sept. 23 First day of

massage therapist (R.M.T.) for LVL-PWA Campout Sept. 22-24. g““'t‘“';‘3'{“‘“3233‘3"“" Cvemony, Maty’s

Master Steve, 832-474-8845 ormstrstevenlloyd @ yahoo.com eps. £ 01 ouston Dec. 5 Full Moon
BENJAMIN’S ENTERPRISE Easy-goingLatinartistseeks | -cather Boys® bartend, o b

i i g = Ripcord Beer Shack, 10pm Dec. 7 Pearl Harbor Day

part-time employment doing portrait art on commission, Peord LECL.. R Dec. 8 Colt45's benefit. “Texas

computer troubleshooting and website development. Leave = Sept. 23 or 30 NL.A monthly N -

message 713-520-1548 | membership meeting, 7:30pm, Christmas Toy Drive,” BRB
HOUSE CLEANER, personal assistant available in . then members bartend Dec. 16 Hanukkah

Montrose or surrounding area. Reasonablerates.ContactTom | 9:30pm-:30am, Ripcord patio Dec. 20 Houston Council of

at TUM719 @ SBCGlobal.Net or 281-813-2699 Oct. 2 Yom Kipper Clubs meeting 8pm, Mary’s
LITTLE JOHN is at Mary’s 7am-2pm Sat. Oct.4 Houston GLBT Political Dec. 22 First day of winter
HANDYMAN No job too small. List 5 home projects you | Caucus meets 7pm Dec. 25 Christmas

hate to eventhink about. Now callKen & Obama713-922-5626 | Oct. 6 ICOH Enthronement Dec. 29 Colt 45’s benefit,
BOB at Pink Dolphin Galveston, Sun.-Mon.-Tues. days ‘ Ball “Hel-N’s Birthday, Come Hell
M2M FULL BODY massage. Montrose location. Outcalls | Oct. 7 Houston Leather Boys’ & High water, Anything Goes,”

welcome. Clean, nice studio. 7 days/eve. Roland 713-942- | BoysNightOut, [0pm, Ripcord BRB

2399. Visa/MC Oct. 7 Full Moon Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve

Houston Jacks CALL US TODAY!

GAY OWNED & OPERATED

sept. 21 y M idtowne SPa ‘ H I v + ? TEXAS BASED & REGISTERED

YOU CAN STILL SELL YOUR 1-800-275-3090
50% Off
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Weome to the Fall Sports Schedule'
— .;* TEXANS FOOTBALL i

BARTENDERS' MUD RASSLIN' (on the patlo)
All in Surround-Sound (Noisy Customers)
7gen Dail

(Sundays 33# o 2am) Sundays

OPENONDAYS > Vodka

Pool Tournament a
Saturdays 8pm s eC|a||
BCA Rules, Entr |

George will donate ¥1 00.00!
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the Fall
Season”

2400 BRAZOS HOUSTON, TEXAS 713-528-9192
www.brbhouston.com




