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One evening in November, 1971 five
members of the Gay Sunshine collective
met in San Francisco and rapped about
our paper and about gay life in general,
We print here an edited transcription of
that rap, Participants: Morgan Pinney,

Winston Leyland, Mark Ryan, Zack Mans-

field, Lee Atwell,

Morgan: One of the things we brought up
last week was gay life, the phenomenon
of bc_'.mg gay, nobody returning your calls
making promises, Some people in thé
past have been associated with this paper

GAY
SUNSHINE
~ SPEAKS!

just like they are in their lives, They .

make_ Passionate love to Gay Sunshine
all kinds of promises, and t 2 o
the door and take your phone number and
never come back,

Winston: I think we said that for many
people Gay Sunshine has been a one

night stand almost,

Morgan: So why do they do that? What "_,

are the thoughts behind the one ni
stand phenomenon? S

Winston: What do you think?

Mo_rgan: I think for one thing the insti-
tutions we have created lend themselves
to those kinds of things, the way we get
together, the gay ghetto, I think we have
created institutions like Polk Street

Parks, bars and baths because we were
into one night stands, Those institu-~

tions lend themselves to that kind of a &

life, And now we really don’t need the
one mgyt stands in our heads, I think
we're liberated beyond that point., They
came abour because of guilt. We trick
with somebody and then we don't want
to see them again because they remind
us of what a terrible person we are,

Now we've liberated heads so we don't
have that guilt, we say, But we're left
with institutions which lend themselves
only to one night stands,

Mark: Do you think that there's so
lundofafee!ingwhereyoujustgetnt:
gether with some person that you acci-
deptally meet, or maybe not accidentally
and youjustf’eellikehavingsexwithhﬁﬁ
for one night and that's jt?

Morgan: Yes, I think there's a place fo
that, Sex doesn't have mb&,vouk?mw, i
once you suck somebody's cock you've got
to be married to them for the rest of
your life, That's the old, straight hangup.
Sure there's a place for casual sex, but
1 think that’s all we've got,

Winston: And we talk so much about alter-
natives, I remember GLF meetings in
Berkeley and San Francisco, Week after
week people would bring up the topic of
alternatives, a community center, But
nothing seemed to get off the ground.

Lee: The people at Gay Rap in San Fran-
cisco want to establish a community cen-
ter and that's what their funds are going
towards. They want it to be a place
that would be constantly functioning with
a staff of people. It would be a sort of
commune, not just a place like SIR, They've
done it in Los Angeles with the liberation
houses,

Winston: Yes, those are communes where
people live, There are the liberation
houses and there's also a gay community
center which is something similar to
what you're talking about, But to get back
to what we were saying about Gay Sun-
shine. It's hard to getcreative, committed
people who give time and don't just wander
in for a few weeks and then wander out,
We've had so many people who have done
just that, They are so enthusiastic about
working on the paper and then after a
few weeks they fade out, You don't see
them anymore; they're too busy when
you phone them, They say: *‘I'm tied up at
school,”” 1 don't think the fault is that
of the Gay_Sunshine Collective, This is
kind of a syndrome in gay life, People
wander into things and out searching for
something, What was it you said last
week, Morgan, about people wander ing into
Gay _é‘_unslﬂne searching for something and
they don't find it? What arethey search-
ing for?

Morgan: Well, 1 think we're all search~
ing for a sense of commumnty, some-
thing to believe in - s0 that we feel
this is us, where we belong.

Winston: 1 do feel for myself that my
involvement in Gay Sunshine is where
1 belong - in this kind of creative act~
ivity. I feel at home doing this even
though we have problems and financial
crises and need more committed people.
I find a contentment in that I'm able
to express my creativity.

Mark: 1 find a kind of a community,
at least friends in the gay rap group,
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something I never telt betfore, Ot
I had to move to this city, s S

Morgan: I'm not knockin

I think that's good. Bur Eha‘:{nM;rsl;'
say *‘don't be surprised, you know, when
in a little while you start getting disil=
lusioned, I don't know whether that's
good or bad but I've seen it happen with
me, with lots of people. Things like that

igtet started & people are dedicated to

Winston: Few things last more than ayear
it seems. Gay Sunshine is an exception.

Mark: I don’t think it's just the program,
It's the people I have met, I formed
friends, and that's a community.

Zack: Well, I went to gay rap one night,
My impression was that here were a
lot of people who were coming together
for very vague purposes & I felt like I
was being psychologically manipulated,
It gave vou a false sense of being with
people and of something significant going
on, And that's why I don't like the gay
rap program. People really don't have
common interests, they don't really belong
together, But tﬁey're getting together
and saying®Tonight let’s pretend that we're
really a big happy family."

Morgan: I almost think, Zack, that any
time you get together any community it's
a pretend job,

Zack: But there are communities and
then there are communities, you know.
If people are getting together to satisfy
real needs honestly, then it's a community.

Morgan: But isn't it a real need to feel
some sort of contact with other human
beings?

Zack: Yes, this was my criticism of gay
rap. I didn't think it was producing that,
It was an illusion, a trick,

Lee: Maybe it didn't produce that for
you, but it has for a lot of other people.
A lot of people have been coming regularly
week after week and it's a really impor-
tant part of their lives, Someone said
the other night that it was the most
important day of the week for them because
they really thought it was a significant
thing...A lot of people really want to go
somewhere to meet people outside of a
sexually-orientated scene where they're
just there to meet peopleon a sexual basis,

Winston: We started out speaking about
what reaction people had to Gay_ Sun-
shine, I guess we do get a good reaction
from a good number of people. We get
letters from various parts of the country
saying that they think we're doing a
good job. We do reach people in many
parts of the country who do not have
access to the gay activities thatwe do
here in SF,. How may cities or towns
in the country do have a gay rap ?

We don't have many but they have none.

PHOTD : MICHAEL ROPER

Mark: What are the negative letters like?

Wmstt?u: _Almost none, I feel that Gay
Sunshine is almost unique among gay papers
in the country, How many gay papers
are there in the country, ten, twelve?
There's the Advocate type whichismainly
news, There may be two or three others
similar to the Advocate such as Gay in
New York, Numtius in Houston, Then
there are the pop, semi porno magazines,
fliere "Are 4poul LTS Ul ves e -
country: Gay_sSunshine %;_ka__y!.._ﬂm-
erator. Come Out in New York, and per-
aps Fag_Rag in Boston. Anyhow Gay
Sunshine is the only paper that has any

kind of national circulation, hqwever
small, 1 feel that Gay Sunshine is ful-

filling a wnique function, Come Out as
1 have mentioned is not distributed widely.
The Detroit radical gay paper is more
of a local publication, whereas we are
now sold in Chicago, New York, St. Louis
and other cities, For people who want
to write certain types of articles, papers
such as Gay Sunshine are the only forum.
Occasionally if you're extremely good you
might get in Ramparts , Why is it still
so hard to get people involved?

Morgan: 1 think you're going at it the
wrong way if you're saying it's a good
paper and has value, IU's all very true,
But you're saying why don't people get
involved, That's because of the people
and what's going on in their heads. Ané
that ties into what was said, Gay Sun-
shine is just their trick and they're not
used to being into very stable things.

Mark: How many Peoplecan we suppolt -
as a group getting together to organize
Gay Sunshine? Don't we have a limit?

potentially 1 suppose
there's no limit, You could have a

cohesive group of 50 people, But it

seems de facto in most of the small
papers in the country put out by coll-
ectives - Good Times is an example -
there's usually a cohesive group of ten
to fifteen people that are committed week
after week, month after month to work
on the paper. That seems to be the
usual reality of the situation, I wish
we could get fifteen committed people -
we now have seven or eight peoplewilling
to be committed to one or more aspects
of the paper.

Winston: Well,

Lee: There's got to be more people in=-
volved in the making of thepaper in layout
and typesetting,

Winston: No, we don't need more peo;gle
in typesetting, It's a question of getting
people involved in writing articles, will-
ing to help out in selling the paper, get-
ting bread together for the paper.

Zack: Compared to the things that are
really time-consuming like writing artic-
les, raising money selling ads, distri-
bution - the actuai work of putting the

paper together probably isn't the maj
of the work that's involved. sl

Morgan: Getting back to our talk about
a sense of community, Aren't we kind
of looking for somebody to belongto, some
sense of community with one persoﬁ? And
then somehow we quickly discover that
isn’t all we wanted, somebody else’s

c_:ock is nicer, You fmow it's like getting
mvol'ved in Gay Sunshine, Really making
bassionate love - » well, I'm not
going to call him back, I'll

find somebody else.' 2 R

Lee: The people in San Francisco who
are really committed to doing things
u_sually have their hands in five different
pies and they're not doing a very good
job beca_use they're spreading themselves
very thin, If there were more of those
petl)ple around willing to commit them-
selves to some one thing like Gay Sun-
shine and so forth thenlthinkﬁeymight
get things done, ft's really hard to find
those people.

Morgan: Mark, I think you asked a very
important question when you said if we
develop alternatives, open a coffee house
or community center, how would that be
different?

Mark: You have to go into a totally
different atmosphere, The lights are
probably going to be bright; there won't
be any liquor, so you're not gping to
get intoxicated and feel freer. There's
just going to be coffee - and talking
maybe dancing, But your attitude woul
have to be different.

Morgan: Dig it. That's what I think is
important. Just opening up another place
is not going to do it,.

Ma}'k: So maybe you would have to put
a sign on the door.

Morgan: Well, people are going to have
to deal with their heads, And the thing
that comes to mind is the dance last Fri-
day night at SF State., Tony and I were
both struck by the fact of the desperation
?f l1;'1he peom. lmtndy there was
ooking aro you hunting, Jooking -
very lonely, fve never’ i -
ually before, i i

Winston: And this was a mo
Morgan: LES, LSy re open gay
munity center or coffee house might be:

no admission charge, no liquor, the lights

were on too, So you see the physical
things, I don'tthink, arethewhole answer.
The people there were acting like gay
people act, They were lonely, by them-
selves, afraid to make any real contact,
What t’hey wanted to do was find a trick.

Winston: Maybe they were afraid of the
rejection if they tried to make contact?
Afraid that other people would stay in
their shells and not be willing to reach
out?

Lee: One of the things we do at gay
rap is we have sensory awakening exer-
cises every evening, People are asked
to participate in a kind of group sen-
sory awakening experience in whichthey
will be asked to relate to other people.
A lot of times they are asked to close
their eyes when they meet somebody

they don't know, and they're relating to
that person wit’hout seeing them. So
they're getting into kinds of experiences
that they don't have in gay bars or other
kinds of situations. And also the em-
phasis is placed on non-sexual commun-
ication so that people are asked to get
into other areas of relating, And some-
times this is hard for people, but once
they begin to like it, Now these kinds
of things just don't happen in the gay
community,

Winston: It's ok to 2o to a sensitivity
group for a weekend, I have been to one
in the past and you can come away quite
glowing. After a few days the feeling
evaporates, You've got to beware of this
false sense of community, this false glow,
the kind where you can close your eyes
and touch people and feel wonderful,

Mark: Well, you can't talk your problems
away, you've got to work them out per-
sonally, I think it's ok for people to
get together and at least feel that fam-
iliarity that we all havethe sameproblems,
But I don’t think you can work them out
together in a political group through
talking.

Winston: Don't you think it's a combin=-
ation? You’'re not an island untoyourself,
It has to be a combination of the two:
your hea_d changing and help from a gay
community,

Lee: There has to be a sense of support.
(conT: on PAGE 13)



editorial

of course, the naked bodies in them, but rather the fact that these

In the past month several gay organizations endorsed specific
-andidates (mayor, sheriff, supervisors) in the San Francisco elect-

me of our readers have asked why Ga Sunshine
nade no similar committment, The answer should have been obvious

ion campaign.

to anyone reading our paper over the past

year and ahalf, We believe

that a radical restructuring of the present system of government--

from national to state and city levels--is

essential, As it now stands

the system is incapable of responding to the basic needs of minor-

ities and especially the oppressed gay minority.

Nor would the sit-

nation be improved if a liberal were elected: Teddy Kennedy as pre-

sident or Dianne Feinstein as mayor of San
incumbent usually initiates stopgap measures

Francisco, A liberal
which ameliorate the

more blatant inequities but only accemutate the inability of the sys-

tem to deal with the real
from judgement on those

sources of oppression, However,we refrain
brothers and sisters who feel the need to

vote for liberal candidates as the lesser of two evils.

% % * * #* *

The prize of the month

: magazine of San Francisco’s Society for
In an editorial in Vector's November issue,

the *two largest and most important
in the country. Congratulating itself

| quoted as calling SIR one of
gay liberation organizations'’

movement because the term ‘‘gay liberation®’
work for the freeing of homosexuals from the
San Francisco's gay establishment, which

‘ on this accolade Vector claims that SIR
|

‘ SIR is indeed a leader - in

L = = = * #*

for sheer gall goes to Yector, official

Individual Rights (SIR).
Newsweek magazine is

is indeed a leader in the
refers to *‘those who
domination of others,"”

oppresses more than it liberates (for afew specifics, see Don Jackson’s

article in this issue),
SIR's claim to a memb ership
homosexual organization in the

of some 1200, making it the *‘largest
United States'’ has been gullibly acc-

epted by both the gay and straight media, Inreality, the active mem-
pership of SIR consists of the thirty or so people who regularly attend
membership meetings where policy is decided, or previous board

decisions voted on.

The remaining 170

"memﬂers“ are people who

pay a yearly $10 subscription for Vector which includes a SIR mem=

bership.
number of people for
berships’ in our subscription price,

who attend SIR meetings (they rarely

Gay Sunshine and other gay groups could claim an equal
e gay liberation movement by including **mem-

A **silent majority’ of those
if ever enter into discussion

over issues at hand) consistentlv vote 1nto office the conservative

governing board of SIR--a self-perpetuating

of democracy.

system with a veneer

One source told ng Sunggg e that some of these
sisilent’’ members are cronies of the board members.

However, SIR does

ization; indeed, it substintes frenzied

program and self-righteousness for any
revolutionary impact of the gay movement. t
itical vision is shown by their attempts in the recent municipal elec-

tion to convert the gay community

give the impression of being an active organ-

activity for a clear political
real understanding of the
The extent of their pol-

into a special interest group to be

bartered to the liberals in exchange for friendly gestures and legal

lawyer,'),

oppression of gays and the oppression of other minorities, they have

done nothing to foster the growth of radical conscio

usness among

gay people, And, in spite of their access to huge amounts
they do nothing t0 promote viable alternativesto thebar-batl?fg:lﬁ’

ing-agency syndrome,

Indeed, they encourage gays to make use of

these depressing and brutalizing enterprises, Their magazine Vec-

or is one long paean to the good life that is to be had there (*Hmky
e is 23 and a Virgo and he tends bar at...""). :

Until recently Vector sold for 50¢ on newstand
sl
upped to $! as the magazine began

the price was

Then, last Spring
featuring extensive

young models are being shamelessly
unwilling to sell their souls by working 8 to 5

Many young gays,
jobs for American corpor ation

exploited.

exploiters (where an admission of

gayness would often lead 1o instant dismissal)s are persuaded to sell

their bodies

having been exposed to the ideas of
them to liberate their minds and bodies,

for the profit of conservative capitalist gays, Never

gay Iiﬁeraﬁon which would help
these models bond themselves

to model agencies and are cauglt in a vicious cycle, resulting more

often than not in bitterness and
beautiful they are in great demand
discarded.
exploitation by printing ads from such modeling agencies.

twenties they are quickly

cynicism, While they are young and
but after they reach the middle

SIR is promoting this vicious
Is this

the gay liberation that the Vector editorial is talking about?
In order to survive as a paper Gay sunshine has accepted paid porno

ads which are far from ideal.
ample finances, nor are many

advertize in such a *‘radical
is relatively innocuous in exploitative con-
liberated articles will offset any bad vibes

the modeling agencies,
tent. We hope that our
from an occasional alienating ad.

Other articles in Vector range
about the Willie Brown bill and the recent

Typical of the anti-gay liberation slant of Vector is the

to liberal pronouncements
elections.

heading over the Letters to the
be seen whether the Gay Militants have done more

“*Ir remains yet to

good than harm to the Homophile Communi

However, we do not have access to SIR's
less objectionable businesses willing to

paper. Pornography, compared to

from bland and cliche ridden columns

Editor section in November’s issue:

. The quote must come

from the fertile imagination of the magazine's staff, since none of

the letters under the heading express such

implicitly,

sentiments explicitly or

In spite of these obvious deficiencies in its program, SIR is now

working hard at
pelieving that it is a
icals tor our *‘confus

as though gay people
capitalism and poverty
gay people are all white, rich,

true gay

foreign policy. They declare that

** participation in
had no stake in ending the war, eliminating
or ending racism, SIRclearly assumes that

hoodwinking the media and the gay commumity into

liberation group. They chastise rad-
“‘other people’'s movements,”

and somehow umaffected by American
we have been disorganized,

But how little they understand our movement! Never has it been

the purpose of gay liberationiststo
fat membership lists and clout at city hall,
for some time, but their influence on the average San
as been negligible, To the contrary

etically)
Franciscan (gay or strai

) h
it has been the appearance of
radically altered both the self

form monolithic organizations with
SIR has had both (theor=

the spirit of gay militancy which has

-concept and the public image of gay

people, Our lives are enormously healthier and better-balanced

because of the gay liberation movement -

and no one doubts this

but the SIRdomites and their cronies.

This progress did
eticians came down

not come about because leaders or clever theor-
off the mountain and illumined the masses or

because paper organizations like SIR cooked up devious political

intrigue, A great

number of factors have combined at a fortuitous

moment in history topromotethe revolutionarychange in gay conscious-

ness we are witnessing:
= = amtinnlanlv the
enormous increase of & v

the example of other oppressed peoples’

ke’ and women's movements; the

scientific sexual knowlege; the discovery of

the political ramifications of sex and
sex role; and many others,
uberSl:R has no understanding of the broader issues wbicharg;fect gasy
beranom and this fact alone negates its efforts, While the gay li-
. n_movement is by no means perfect - we have over-indulged
bri meaningless rhetoric and thoughtless posturing, among other pro-
blems - nevertheless we have accomplished three things of major
unporttance: we have gotten gay people to start thinking positively
stabomak _ihﬂ'nselves, we have._ shown gay people that they have a vital
e ‘in restructuring society, and we have shown our heterosexual

revolutionary sisters and brothers that there can be i
program that does not include our liberation or that nd%:semmlﬁg

- display ads of well muscled young *‘models’" sponsored by some of San a radical assessment of the traditional 1
raditional sex roles,

Francisco's and Los Angeles' largest modeling agencies, such as

1 424 i

J. Brian and Eddie Van, What is oppressive about these ads ishuut
]

A Regular Gay Sunshine Feature

i i

It's an old idea, yet a very necessary
one, we feel, Once it was called, **The
Lonely Hearts' column; more raf:em‘.ly
clas-sj.ﬁed ads of this nature have appear-’
ed in almost every underground news-
paper, We don't feel that advertising
for a lover is an ideal way of meeting
people, necessarily, But frankly, we
haveq't really found any much better ’way,
The institutions in our lives -- the bars
the baths, the parks, the street cruising--
all seem to be geared toward the quick
trick,

We feel that there certainly must
many of us who want someoge to li\t:z
with, someone to be with, etc., etc. ==
but we won't go any further in defining
“‘lover"” because that is what you should
do in your ad, Ideas of what a lover
osill'?e.u:f‘ be vary from one person to an-

Our only intention is to allo

:}:i{e yourself knhm’ to make i‘: ﬁm
you are seeking a meanin ~
tionship with someor?e. B el
Since we feel that this is a
needed service to the commmitybaﬂz
will only _charge $1 -~ to cover priﬁting
costs, Limit yourself to 60 words., Use
your own name and phone or address
(we simply can't act as go-between at
these rates!), Other than that, it's up
to you to use the space as you think best
to accomplish your goal of finding a
lover, We wish you good luck, But
more importantly, we wish our entire
gay corr_imlmity good luck in establishing
alternatives to the milien into which we
have been cast, Perhaps, our Lover's
Column will be a step in t’hat direction.

The

If you are gay, you have something hea
and beautiful to say, Submit an article, ag poe.r‘g
a letter, a drawing, a photograph.,.add your
energy to the community by letting the com-
munity in on your creativity, If you believe ;
in gay community, make it real, Deadline forr Coordinator
the next issue is January3ist. (Please double-
space all MSS!) Address all mail to GAY SUN -
SI—I]NI-Z<= P,O, Box 40397, San Francisco 94140.

ay Sunshine Colfective needs creative
gays to work.on the paper, Call 863-0779,

NEW GAY GROUPS FORM

In the past few months several gay
groups have folded and new ones have
arisen, AcorrespondentinCanadawrites
us that Vancouver GLF and Gay Alliance
are no more and that the only gay group
now active there is the new Gay Alliance
Towards Equality (GATE), In Ottawa a
new gay group “‘Gays of /d' Ottawa' (GO)
has been formed. An admittedly non r ad-
ical group it will be bilingually English
and French *'to reflect the two major cul-
tural and linguistic groups'' in Ottawa,
In Toromo the recently formed *‘Gay
Action" group is somewhat more mil-
itant,

On the East coast of this countrya mil-
itant GLF has been started on thecgmpus
9f liberal New Collegein Sarasota, Flor-
ida, They are opposingthe appointinent of
the Eastern establishment intellectual
Benjamm deMott as Provost. In a speak-
ing engagement deMott had referred to
gays as *‘screaming fags'' and ridiculed
fhe idea of a gay studies program stat-
ing that before such courses could be
taught ‘‘gay history itself would first have
to be ‘invented'." This group which be-
lieves the word *‘gay" is trivializing,

prefer; to call itself **Flaming F aggots'"
in “thé name of ten thousand Knights
Templar burned at the stake for thecrime
of homosexuality, in the name of all
nameless brothers still tortured in men-
tal hospitals and in psychiatrists’ of-
fices by aversion therapy, shock treat~
ment, ., .We are flaming with the fire of
final revolution, We are not ashamed of
being faggots, We are proud,”

A National Gay Student Center was
recently started in Washington D,C, as
a project of the National Student Assoc-
iation, The Center, staffed by gay people
proposes to: 2
-—Esta_blish a resource library of books
magazines, video tapes, and films, 4
--Produce a monthly newsletter con-
taining news about Gay Liberation &
dealing specifically with campus issues.
--Reprint papers that make significant
statements about sexism and gay liber-
ation for wide distribution.

--Deve:lop course outlines about homo-
sexuality and gay liberation which could
be used on colleges and high schools.
--Establish a list of resource people:
speakers, legal assistance etc,

211(5:°§ta§tt V;a‘zren Blmnmfe.lcllj N.G.S.C.

. St, N.W,, Washington D,C.
(202)387-5100 % e
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) 'Iu the Midwest Cleveland's Gay Ac-
tivists Alliance recently folded appar-
ently leaving that city withoutany gay
group, Other Midwestern groups, espec-
ially Chicago's Gay Activists Alliance
and the University of Kansas GLF, re-
main active, In the Southwest Ga}'f Lib
Arizona Desert has a second éhapter in
Tucson,

On the West Coast, Seattle has a new

gay community center, Berkeley has a
few individuals working in the gay lib
movement but no strong, militant uni-
fied group. The same holds true for San
Francisco (see the Gay Sunshine Col-
lective rap in this issue for more on
this), M,C.C, has opened a spacious
(30 room) community center in the Ten-
derloin area of San Francisco., Los
Angeles, of course, has its new Gay
Corn‘mumry Service Center and two lib-
eration communes, The initiative and
carrying out of these projects was done by
a core of militant GLF people, Laven-
Qer People, a new group in Venice, Cal-
ifornia are planning on starting a coffee
house,

Addresses for the above gro i
be found in the mnomcema%trs us?esct‘:z)lr}
of this issue, )

-~ Winston Leyland




It used to be that when most male
homosexuals came out of their closets
they headed straight for that gay fairy-
land somewhere way over Judy Garland’s
rainbow and set up housekeeping as
fairy princesses. The gay liberation
movement has been an escape from the
old fairyland, and Judy Garland, and from
the tradmonal gay Quhoultmo The
philosophy and way of life of that old
make-believe world has beercalled the
“‘princes.syndrome'* by Los Angeles Gay
Liberation Front founder Morris Kight,
“*Princess syndrome' is a good name
because it sizes up the fem-identifica-
tion, the fantasy imagery, the egocen-
tricity, and the cultural conservatism
of the tired old gay trip.

Fairyland is still alive and well in
Hollywood and for most of those half-
decloseted gays over 30, and I don't
think most of our older brothers will
ever escape from it, Those aging
princesses will simply linger on unto
death as past relics of a bygone era
in their fantasy world of poodle dogs,
and Wedgewood teacups, and chandel—
iers, and all the fancy clothes and home
furnishings any queen could ever desire;
but it is a world of would-be princes and
princesses living on a shoestring; a
phony world of countless imper sonators
of Judy Garland, Bette Davis, Mae West,
and of plastic rmdmght oowboys from
Brooklyn cruising Times Square. And
it is that same tired old fantasy world

peopled by bitchy male hairdressers,
snobbish antique dealers, and effete ballet
masters, a sham world of egophilic act=
ors turning women on before the camera
and turning tricks over behind the cam-
era,

We did not really create our fairy-
land; the hets did. But we had no other
place to go after we came out of our
closets, It was reserved just for us
as our very special place to live our
very special way of life, and it provided
laughs for the hets when we appeared on
the balconies of our fairy palaces and
waved our wands at the world to make
the het women ‘‘beautiful’ (so their
men thought) and decorate and glamorize
their lives, Despised as we were, we
were still their pampered pets in g11d--
ed cages,

1 suppose we have been their decor-
ators and beautifiers ever since Christ-
ianity ‘captured the: Western World, As
Emory said it in Boys in the Band,
“It takes a fairy to make Somethmg
pretty, ' and making things cute and
"pretty was our social function, We
slavishly imitated and served the weal-
thy, and we went down with them during
the French and Russian Revolutions, the
grands couturiers of a bankrupt haute

couture,

We were conservative, and in some
ways more conservative than our mast-
ers, bt we were conservatives of a
very different sort than the American
Gothic with his grim and narrow-minded
Protestant Ethic, I suppose one would
call us cultural conservatives who fed
luxury to the Establishment; and we
were selfish, petty, and vain little men
who dedicated their lives to preserving
the past and serving our m‘.sters ﬂie
rich, We called ourselves * arnsts
and greateness in art depends on mn—-
ovation, not repetition of the old, For
that reason if none. other, the fairy prin-
cess is an “evil demoness because she
stifles and smothersthosecreative urges
deep within us,

The fairy princess creates a roman-
ticized, egocentric, and spurious inner
world--fairyland-~-set against outer re-
ality because he lives a frustrated life
of emotional deprivation and isolation due
to feelings of inadequacy and worthless-
ness in the real world. These feelings
of inferiority come from the heterosex-
uals, who after centuries of practice
havedevelope.dhatred for gay people into
a fine art. In attempting to escapethe
emotional pain, the princess flees to a
past, more perfen::t quasi-mythical era
where he believes he would have achieved
status and success if he had only been
born into it,
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Because they cannot rationalize why
they are gay (except in context of sin
or sickness), gay traditionalists tend
to believe that mysterious forces quite
beyond their immediate control rule and
guide their lives, The cemturies of
persecution and discrimination by the
Christian Church and other forces of
social control have mesmerized them
into believing that they are thoroughly
rotten sex degenerates, a class of per-
verted half-men doomed to live a living
hell and beyond the scope of humanity,
They are unable to imagine that gay
is good.

This faith that he is the predestined
victim of determinism explains why gay
traditionalsts are drawn towards astro-
logy, the occult, and superstitious ideas
of every sort, They desperately want
to be.heterosexual, but they believe the
hand of cruel fate is set against them.
Some become believers n remca:nanon,
hoping to be reborn *‘whole’’ in the next
generation, Others join any number of
the many phony religious and bogus
“*scientific’” cults in an ever-seeking
search to find meaning in their lives,
Victims of the princess syndrome pro-
bably account for a large proportion of
the male membership inthe manipulative
sects and cults which flourish in the
Hollywood area,

Since the fairy princess cannot
explain his life rationally, he tends to
veiw every thing 1rratlonally and ir-
rationality and superficial emotionalism
and sentimentality becomes a hallmark
of the princess, Rather than using
reason, he emotes, and he emotes on
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stereotype and ceremony because these
produr,e order and certainty in an other-
wise disordered, irrational world, He
simply refuses to either accept or under=
stand science because it demands that
rational and ordered mind which would
cause chaos in his egocentric world.
The fairy princess lives in roman-

icized and traditional setungs and he
tends to romanticize past class and sex
role differences, Above all, his is the
egocentric imagination of onie living in
a make-believe tantasy world, a world
where some young, handsome, :u'td mas-
culine prince clad in white will ride up
on his noble steed and sweep him up
in his strong arms; and he sometimes
imagines he isbothprince and princess,-
a duality which reflects on the f'ender
identity confusion of the princess,

Therefore, as he flees from real-
ity, the prmce:.*: acts out his life, and
sees himself as a symbol of ceremomal
achievement in a role cast by fate or
accident of birth rather than real per-
sonal achievement, His fairy palace is
hung with a thousand magic mirrors
which, at his every turn, remind him
thar mdeed he is the fairest of them

’The plmcess basks in themirrored
reﬂecnon of his own imagined glory,
and this glory comes, so he believes
from his real or fancied association wi
the great and famous, He imagines that
by acting like or knowing Bette Davis
or Mae West he is Bette or Mae-~their
personalities have entered him=-=but* in
reality he is only burlesquing a grotesque
caricaturization of those symbolic mo-

i e

tion pictures actresses of a
past,

Hollywood

The prince is a parody of the prin-
cess in male drag, and the cowboy
and leather images commontothe Amer-
ican gay sceie are really hypermasculine.
expressions of that same spirit of ro-
manticism which creates the two-bit
impersonization of Bette Davis. Japan
too has its special tradition of mascu-
linized gay romanticism--the samurai
image-~and, like his American cowboy
counterpart the gay samurai relives an
era long c;one. There are special
Japanese bars where the participants
gather in full Eighteenth Century samuai
drag, swords and all,

P‘erhaps there are those who are
altogether opposed to the image fantasy,
burt we must remember that fam:asv
has always been a basic part of the
human experience, After all, fiction and
drama are really dignified expressions
of this same human urge, The danger
with fantasy is that the participant may
become the image he attempts to pro-
ject to such an extent that he moves
from concious make-believe to a fan-
tasyland where he is unable to separate
the real from the imagined, and the
fairy princess really thinks he has
become a real fairy princess,

There is another danger with role
playing, a danger which profoundly -af~
fects all humanity, Because the fairy
princess identifies with the heroic, the
wealthy, the noble, and the romantlc
he becomes an autﬁomanan for these
real or fancied image flgures come 1c
rule his life, There is always the
danger that he will identify with a
misanthropic Hitler, So far, the most
America has been able to offer has been
an endless parade of motion picture and
sports figures,

In many ways the gay traditionalist
is victim of his material posessions,
a captive of his own fairy palace. His
material goods are probably the most
princess. They lend credence that his
fantasyland is real, and that he is a real
prince or prmcess for here is concrete
proof that falryland exists, But these
are only self-aggrandizing rejections of
the real world and a substitute for real
human relationships.

The gay princesses are prone to
exaggerate their personal wealth, mode
of living, and achievements in desperate
ego- servmg, attempts to bolster feelings
of self-rejection and inferiority, Nat-
urally, these internal sell'-re:]ecung at=
titudes result from oppression by the
heterosexual and his institutions, We
tend to find the princesses’ homes and
apartmeits dope in an over-decorated
decor which cculd only becalled **homo-
baroque,’' Because of real poverty, the
furnishings are more apt to be of cﬁeap
plaster, paper, or plastic than marble,
velvet, or c.ystal Then again the
decor may be the real thing, I Iinow
of one old queen whose life has been
devoted to collecting Wedgewood china,
and another, a really ancient munidua_l
whose dank and dismal Italianate vzlla
in the Hollywood Hills is lined with
rows of ‘musty chairs from a medieval
Italian monastery.

We cannot really expect most fairy
princesses to rip down their chandel-

iers, smash their plaster statues of
David, kick their poodles out, or flee
from fairyland to reality., MNost are

simply too old for that, But we should
expose our Princess Floradora Fema-
donna so that our younger brothers will
not fall into the lavender cesspool and
be swept down the sewers of fantasy-
land, We must make. our gay brothers
realize that the princess trip is a
rotten one, a self-deluding flight into
a past that never was, an artificiality,
and afi escape from realn:y. It is a
selfish, self-serving, irrational and mat-
erialistic journey which shuns real hu-
man relations for past images andthings
material, and human relations are what
being gay is all abourt,

-~ Craig Alfred Hansor

CALIFORNIA MFN'S COLONY
(MEN'S COLONY CONCENTR ATION
CAMP)

Rev, Ray Broshears

California Men's Colony pear San

Luis Obispo is an isolated spot,
and thus, it is easy for a Director
(warden) to do as he will. Few com-
plaints ever reach the general public
about CMC, for they are squashed by
SMS's Dm;ctor of Public Relations,
meaning WHITEW ASH, Some time back
we received word from a family about
thear son, who they stated was gay, who
ad “killed himself'* (according to

the records) ., We wrote to CMC, and
received NO ANSWER! So, a couple of
us took a bus down.there to see the
Director. We met with him, and he
gave no answers, but statedthat he would

send us a full report. That was but
a mere seven months ago,

Now, we have received word from
William Arthur Evans, B - 20209, Box
A-E. San Luis Oblspo CA 93401, Bill
Evans has been at CMC for three years
now, and is overdue for parole, But
he has been denied parole, What's so
strange about that is that he was denied
parole because he committed TWO ACTS
OF IMMORALITY, What were these
terrible acts of immorality, they must
have been really bad to have a parole
denied becauseof them,

The Director stated
that Bill Evans was a homosexual, a
deviate, and that these two acts are
indeed enough to deny him parole, He
went on to relate how *‘society must
be protected, and how these people must
be rehabilitated! When he was asked

what kind of rehabilitation, he stated that
they must be *‘cured.’”* Very, very in-
teresting! I then asked when another
parole hearing would be held, and he
said that he didn't know.

You can do something to help Evans
and other like him, if you would, and
that would be to write to him write to
the Governor, write to your favorite
Assemblyman, and write to your favorite
clergyman who is not involved and try
and get him involved. There is so
much that you can do, Just put your-
self in Evans' place, Think about it
real serious like. And if you have any
empathy at all, you will act, and act
NOW!

Also, we at GAA would ask you to
write to another gay brother 1mpr1soned
he being, Johmny M, Fails, Jr.,
Box B 183 A, Represa, California 95631

Tom Fry of San Francisco, a for-
merly structured priest, has taken on a
new ministry to gay Roman Catholics
in order to *‘build some bridges over
the giant gap of hate and alienation
between the church I love and the gay
community where I lie and struggle
for human and Christian growth with
new found dignity...”” His new acti-
vities are in cooperation with San Fran-
cisco’s C.,R.H., and Glide Foundation.
Fry's work includes referral of gays
for employment and counseling. He
plans to set up workshops where gays
can expose their life styles and prob-
lems to the larger community, More
information can be obtained by phoning
Tom Fry at 626-7780 or writing TIO
Sanchez &t.,S.F.
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WE AREALL

FUGITIVES

The main thrust of the militam
gay movement has shifted away fromthe
introspective philosophizing and analy-
zing of gay liberation, Efforts to
aid the outcast element of the gay comm-
unity are now the main concern. Ser-
vice organizations have replaced the old
gay lib groups, The new groups are
doing practical things to alleviate po-
verty, unemployment, medical, legal and
psychological problems.

Although there are many problems,
the main concern is focusing on the
thousands of brothers incarcerated in
prisons, jails and mental institutions,:
Most gays realize we are all fugitives;
the only reason some of us are free
is because we haven’t been caught inour
many felonies,

-— -

There are five main categories
of gays who are incarcerated: sex of-
fenders in prisons, other offenders in
prisons, sex offenders in mental hospi-
itals, G.i.s locked up by the Veterans'

Administration, and teenagers locked up '

in disturbed childrens' institutions.

SEX OFFENDERS IN PRISON

Homosexual acts are felonies, pun-
ishable by up to life imprisonment in
California, The law enforcement and
judicial establishment have moved away-
from the more severe sentences in re-
cent years, Yet terms like 15 to life
are still handed out to first time off-
enders in the cow counties, and even
big city judges often give the maximum
sentence in the case of repeat offenders,

Sex offenders are locked up in one
man cages to prevent them from having
sex with each other in special **homo-
sexual segregation wings" at Vacaville,
Soledad, San Quentin, and in California
Men's éolony East,

At Vacaville prison doctors conduct
experiments trying to find a cure for
homosexuality.,  “‘Volunteer'' inmates
are given aversion therapy, which con-
sists of things like administering elec-
tric shocks through anelectrodeattached
to the penis and injectingparalytic drugs.

In the penis shock treatment, the
prisoner is shown gay pornography, fEach
time he gets a hard on, he gets an
electric shock, In the paralytic drug
treatment, the prisoner isinjected witha
drug that causes complete paralysis of
all muscles, including those needed for
breathing, While the “patient' is lying
nude on the floor, suffocating, believing
he is dying, a *‘doctor’' who is really
just a guarcf tells him this is being done
to him because he is a cocksucker,

Prison doctors say that these *‘treat=~
ments'* cure homosexuality, Ex-cons
who survived these terrors say they had
to pretend to be cured to get out; they
all know that if you don’t **volunteer'
the doctor will write up a report saying
you didn't cooperate with the “‘rehab-
ilitation program,’” The parole board
never gives paroleto unrehabilitated pri-
soners, As far as homosexudls are
concerned, rehabilitation means convin-
cing the parole.board they are cured.
Besides, uncooperative prisoners are
transferred to Atascadero, where the
tortures are performed involuntarily,

California's indeterminate sentencing
law gives the parole board almost ab-
solute power over theprisoner, Sodomy,
for example, is punishable by one year
to life, The parole board can set the
sentence anywhere within these limits,
In the case of sex offenders, the parole
board has along standing policy of simply
not setting the sentence at all; conse-
quently, sex offenders are virtuallifers,

OTHER GAYS IN PRISON

By no means are all gay prisoners
in for sex offences. Gays have a high
e reo | | PSR 2 _e%..
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embezzlement, Many desperate gays
must live by these means because of
employment discrimination, In small
towns, especially, the police are often
out to get anyone they suspect of being
gay, Gays often live alone and are out
cruising much of the time, so they
cannot account for where they were on
such and such a day., Gays make handy
scapegoats for any crime the pigs can’t
solve,

Policemen are selected from the
ranks of males so uncertain of their
masculinity that they must have rein-
forcing phallic symbols like guns, riot
batons and hot motorcycles throbbing
between their legs, Homosexuality
makes them feel insecure, They react
by hating gays, Their loathing over-
comes any qualms they have about fram-
ing the innocent,

If prison authorities have official
knowledge that a prisoner is gay, he
is locked up in a homosexual segre-
gation facility, otherwise, he is placed
with the general prison population, The
latter type of prisoner is better off in

many ways. He has much more contact
with other prisoners, many *‘privil-
eges” and a generally more tolerable
existence, Yet he must live a closety
existepce lest the authorities find out.
Often heis discriminated against , beaten,
robbed, raped and enslaved by hetero-
sexual prisoners. But if he can stick
it out, he will get parole much sooner,

THE HORRORS OF ATASCADERO

Conservative judges regard homo-
sexuality as a sin and a crime, They
sentence gays to prison, Liberal judges
regard homosexuality as a loathsome
disease, so they commit gays to Atas-
cadero State Hospitalto b€ cured, Twelve
hundred gays are locked up in Atasca-
dero , a “‘hospital’’ that looks exactly
like a prison and is operated like one,
The only difference is ih'what things
are called. Cells are called rooms,
guards are called attendants, and pri=
soners are called patients, There is a
doctor, but all prisons have doctors.

In addition to gay convicts, Atas-
cadero also cages many gays who have
not been convicted of any crime, They
are sent there under the Mentally Dis-
ordered Sex Offenders Act, a law which
provides that whenever a judge and
psychiatrist agree that a citizen islikely
to commit a sex crime, he should be
sent to Atascadero for ad days “‘obser-
vation,”” A sex crime is any sex act
prohibited by law--and that includes
almost everything: masturbation, cock-
sucking, ass fucking and a score of
exotic, crimes like frottage,

Once at Atascadero, the staff has
absolute discretion to keep the man as
long as they wish, supposedly until he
is cured, In practice, a vindictive,
puritanical social worker decides when
and if the patient gets released,

Atascadero has been equated to
Dante's Inferno, All that’s missing is
the *“‘Give up all hope, ye who enter
here' sign, - It is a virtual chamber
of horrors that a law professor equated
with the Nazi extermination camps.

Here the **voluntary’® aversion ther-
apies, penis shock treatment and para-
lytic drug injections are practiced with-
out any pretense of securing the pat-
ient's consent, The ultimate terrors of
electro-convulsive shock and lobotomy
are reserved for patients the staff par-
ricularlv dislike.

of attaching an electrode to the brain
and adminstering a high voltage shock,
It causes permanent brain damage, des-
troys memories and personalties, A
college professor who was given the
treatment couldn't even remember where
he went to school or what subject he
studied, The victims are turned into
babbling morons.

Lobotomy is a brain surgery in
which portions of the brain are removed.
The results are even more radical than
in electro-convulsive shock, Often the
victims even lose the ability to speak
and tie their shoes after the operation,

Professor Wm, Chambliss, a socio-
logy professor at U,C, Santa Barbara
visited Atascadero with his class. *1
would feel a lot more secure about the
world if the patients went home and the
staff stayed locked up,'’ the professor
commented. Dr Grant’H. Morris, a law
professor at Wayne State University, said
that Atascadero is a violation of the
Nuremburg Code, and suggested that a
United Nations tribunal be calledto bring
criminal proceedings against the staff
for **Gross crimes against humanity,’”

G.I, PRISONS

Thousands of gay servicemen and
veterans are locked up in Veterans'
Administration prisons, which the VA
calls **mental hospitafs." They are
imprisoned under a government regula-
tion which defines homosexuality as a
“mental disorder."" Conditions in the
VA facilities are much better than at
Atascadero., There are no cures or
tortures, Yet they are locked up in
tiny cells (to prevent them from having
sex with each other) for no reason other
than homosexuality, Special homosexual
“‘hospitals' or wards are maintained
in many cities, Nobody knows how many
gays are incarcerated in these facili-
ties, but we do know that 102 gays are
involuntarily incarcerated at aV Aprison
in Palo Alto, and 394 more at Brent-
wood VA *“‘Hospital'' in West Los Ang-

JUVENILE INSANE ASYLUMS

In bygone days, teenage gays were
able to survive in society by concealing
itheir homosexuality from adults. Now,
because of gay liberation, many boys
simply tell their parents fhey are gay,
In other instances, the parents are
suspicious because of the flood of articles
in parent's magazines.on how to detect
homosexuality in your child.

The usual response of the parents
is to follow the advice given in the
magazines; théy take the boy to apsych-
iatrist, After about six months and
several thousand dollars worthof treat-
ments, the shrink tells the parents
that the boy is an obstinate case, and
that further therapy will be useless, On
learning this, the parents frequently dec~
ide to get rid of the boy, because they
“just can't stand" the humiliation and
embarassment, Neither juvenile halls,
foster homes nor orphanages will admit
homosexual boys, The only place that
will accept him is a disturbed children’s
home, which is just a nice name for
an old fashioned bolts on the walls bars
on the windows insane asylum,

Although most of the boys are heal-
thy and well adjusted when they go in,
they become deranged after several
years of being locked up in tiny rooms
deprived of contact with other humans,
They are kept in the quenile as‘ylum

long that they are unable to function in
society, so they must be transferred to
an adult mental institution for the rest
of their lives,

Other boys are reluctantly placed in
the institutions by juvenile courts. who
have jurisdiction over abandoned boys
orphans and delinquents, Quite a few
boys wind up in the institution in this
manner, Many poor parents, on learning
their boy is gay, simply throw him out,
The boys simply live in the streets
for a while until they get arrested for
s_hoplifting, hustling or curfew viola-
tions,

WHAT CAN BE DONE ABOUT IT?

The wealthy homophile organizations
have pretended the prison problem
doesn’t exist, *‘We arerespectable law
abiding citizens," said a director of the
Society for Individual Rights, **You can
hardly expect us to become concerned
with criminals.'” A few days later, the
SIRdomite was arrested for suc’king
dicks in a public toilet, Another SIR="
domite said **We simply can’t afford to
have anything to do with juveniles, We'll
all get arrested for child molesting,"

In spite of the danger of arrest,
courageous gay liberationists in Los
Angeles didn't have the heart to let
warm, lovable boys be locked up just
because there was no other place for
them. So they opened a gay liberation
house, Juvenile judges soon learned of
the house, and apprehensively placed the
boys there because it was better than
sending them to the funny farm. Pri-
vate psychiatrists suggestedthat parents
put their unwanted gay boys in the home,

Recently, the parole board changed
its policy about not paroling gay convicts,
Now it is willing to parole many gays
on condition that they have guarantees of
Vacaville to San Quentin for the work-
release project, Under work-release
the prisoner is given a five day furlougﬁ
to come to San Francisco to find a job,
If he finds a job, he is allowed to go
to work each day, but must return to
San Quentin nights ‘and weekends, After
six months he is paroled providing he
has a good record.

The Gay Community Services Cen-
ter (LA), the Metropolitan Community
Church, lg’aul Mariah's Gay convict group
and Homophile Social Services (SF)have
all become involved in finding jobs and
housing for the parolees and work re-
leasers,

The Gay Activists Alliance in San
Francisco isinvolved innegotiations with
the Veterans' Administration aimed at
revoking the government regulation clas-
sifying homosexuality as a mental dis-
ease, Rev, Borshears has already had
conferences and favorable responses
from high officials, If the regulation
is changed, thousands of gay GIs in VA
prisons will be released,

The Gay Community Services Cen-
ter has a volunteer lawyer to work on
legal assistance, and Doug Brown of
San Francisco MCC is finding pen pals
for lonely prisoners, FatherRichardsis
seeking funds to pay for packages of
writing supplies, candy, toilet articles
and cigarettes, to make life a little
easier for the gay prisoner, (see
announcement page, this issue)

A start has been made, but much
remains to be done, Unfortunately
the homophile groups have all the money,
SIR with its$125.000 budget, the Tavern
Guild with its $36,000 bank account and
the bike clubs with their $5,000 fund
raising events for het charities have
the bre.ad, but they see the trivia they
are preoccupied with as moreimportant,

A half-way house for gay convicts
in San Francisco is immediately needed,
Many gays would get parole sooner if
they had a place to go. The work
releasers would be permitted to stay at
the half-way house instead of returning
to San Quentin each night,

A San Francisco gay boys' home
is also urgent, Gay boys as young as
11 can be seen hustling on Market Street,
Hundreds are incarcerated in Bay Area
disturbed children's insitutions because
there is no place else for them to go,

Legal services, psychiatric services
and employment aid are all badly need-
ed, Theold fashioned SIRdomite referral
system just doesn't work any more,
Pennyless people need the services, not
a referral to an expensive lawyer,

-=- Don Jackson
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For many of us telephones are
vitally important intermediaries in love
affairs, special connections that bringus
together in an impersonal manner, yet
keep us separate and apart. Theopening
sequence of Sunday, Bioodﬁ Sundail ex=
pands a visual metaphor apout the aby-
rinth of underground cables, leading to
an inquisitive message operator, who
reappears throughout the film, connect-
ing the lives of the principfe charact-
ers. In a humorous and subtle way
we are introduced to the underlying
problem that motivates the action of
Schlesinger's film: the difficulties and
pitfalls in human communication that
beset the modern consciousness.

After the dazzling flourish  and
bitter harshness of Midnight Cowbai a
film which brought director John -
inger fame and fortune, his powers of
observation are brought to bear in afilm
that concerns itself almost exclusively
with human relationships. Workingfrom
a finely wrought screenplay by novelist
and critic Penelope Gilliat, he has given
us one of the year's best and most un-
derstated films.

The situation involves the climactic
progression of a bisexual triangle in
contemporary London over a ten-day
period in early autumn. At the center
is Bob Elkin, a 24-year old kinetic
sculptor, who is quickly established as
a free spirit, liberated from all bour=-
geois social ‘and moral constraints, His
spontaneous  charm and solicitude--
beautifully incarnated bv Murray Head--
are divided equally between two people
he professes to love: Alex Greville, a
34-year old divorcee, and Dr Daniel
Hirsch, a Jewish doctor in his late
forties, Bob’s past and his psycholo~
gical /emotional center are left unex~
plained to us, as with many characters
in modern cinema. His bisexuality
is presented simply as a fact that is
consistent with his philosophy that “we-
are free to do what we want,”" and
his deviation from the *‘straight™ norm
is never questioned by those aware of
it in the film, It is one of the film's
resolute strengths that it never psycho-
logizes or explicates Bob's need to re:
late sexually to a man as well as a
woma, but leaves each individual viewer
to look into himself to solve the mystery
of this sexual freedom, and to perhaps
question the validity of his or her own
“sexuality,

Hi 1i

tioning by Mark Freedman
(Brooks-Cole, Belmont, Calif,
$2.95, 133 pages)

Among the numerous psychological
studies that have appeared onthe subject
of homosexuality, this modest volume
seems to be the Tfirst to demonstrate a
positive approach to psychological fun-
crioning in both female and male exper-
imental groups from a behavioral per-
spective. Mark Freedman, a psycholo=
gist now residing in San Francisco , has
provided a book which should be most
influential in the area of social psychol~
ogy, since he strongly suggeststhat soc=
jetal attitudes are more often than not
responsible for homosexuality being con-
sidered a *‘mental problem' or *ill-
ness.'' Rather than attempt to describe
the total range of homosexual behavior,
Freedman restricts himself to psychol-
ogical research, including one of hisown
personal studies, attempting to offer an
alternative tothe preconceptions and het-
erosexual bias of investigators such as
Irving Bieber and Lawrence Hatterer.

With substantial datatoback his thesis,
Freedman calls into question the appro=-
ach of psychoanalytic therapy which as-
sumes that homosexuality is a clinical
entity and should be *“‘cured.'’ Not only
this, but he sensibly concludes that no
more generalizations can be made about
the mental health of homosexually orient=
ed individuals than about heterosexually
oriented persons. He prefers to use the
words “homosexual'' and ‘‘heterosex~
pal'' as adjectives rather than nouns,
since he views man as ‘‘inherently a
pansexual creature, capable of respond-
ing to a variety of sexual stimuli," and
thus he chooses to avoid cIinicaliy im=
posed categories,
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Reflections on

Bloody Sunday

It is never suggested that Bob is
more in love with one or the other of
his lovers, and though more attention is
given to hetero rather than homosexual
love-making, we must be thankful for
the honest affection shown by Bob and
Daniel, The delicate balance that Bob
maintains is also a reflection of his
concern with geometric balance and
proportion in his sculpture and graphics,
and it is because of this that he is
unable to give of himself as completely
as either of his lovers, As each begins
to exert claims upon him, he arranges
an indefinite trip to New *ork in hope
of selling his art work, while only
inadvertently informing Alex and Daniel
the day before departing. He has even
agreed to join Daniel on a tour of
Traly, fully aware that he will not ful-
fill his promise; noting his fresh vac-
cination, Daniel understands what ishap~
pening, though Bob assures him that he
will be returning, But we don't believe
him any more than when he repeats this
to Alex, whose distress is less dis-

guised ‘and honestly verbalized, *“I1
bought your terms and they were rotten
terms
fault,’

! and 1 shouldn't have done it, My

Much of what the author has to say
from the point of view of his discipline,
is a subtle, often understated argument
for a radical reexamination of social and
psychological opinions, The bookis writ-
ten for a majority (straight) rather thana
minority audimce) though Ithink it would
appeal in a positive way to those on the
verge of coming out or who aredisturbed
about their difference of **abnormality,”
Freedman contends that there is an ur-
gent need for the behavioral sciences 1o
develop a more flexible definition of
normality that will include homosexual
behavior within its range, As far as
viable psychological functioning is con=
cerned, Freedman holds that the etiol-
ogy (causes) of homosexuality is relat-
jvely unimportant; what matters is the

i behavior of the individual and
his seli-concept in relation to his life-
situation, To support this, he cites fre-
quent personal biographies of individuals
who are coping, with varying degrees of
success, with a homosexual orientation,
and these constitute the most interest-
ing and enlightening sections of the book,

After discussing levels of functioning,
from psychosis to self-actualization,
Freedman distinguishes three types of
psychological tunctioning adopted by gay
individuals, First, there is the stereo-
typed ‘*homosexual’* who willingly sub-
ordinates his own uniqueness to the role
of “fag'’ that society lays out for him,
resulting in a wasteful self-contempt.
Secondly, there is the *‘pragmatist’*
who disguises his sexual identity in soc=-
iety, learns to function effectively, and
may even attain a level of self-actual-
ization, More rare is ‘‘creative oppos-
itionalism’'* in which the creative direc-
tion of an individual is determined by
social pressures exerted against the
minority group to which he belongs.,

| nified

This critique of freedom and res-
ponsibility emerges from the disparity
herween Bob’'s conception of love and
commitment and that of hisolder lovers,
both of whom are aware of his affair
with the other, though each in their own
way, resent having to share him with
someone else, Unlike Bob, who is open,
flexible, detached, and eager for suc-
cess in the artistic marketplace, Alex
and Daniel are in different ways emo=
tionally involved and dependent unpon
Bob's affection. Their lives do not
depend any longer on youthful, future-
oriented goals and both are confined,
even trapped at times, by their estab-
lished ways of living and thinking.e

With a multitude of intuitive ges-
tures and behavioral idiosyncracies,
Glenda Jackson gives a full dimension
to Alex, who seems to find in Bob all
the gentleness and devotion lacking in
her ill-fated marriage, Living amid
thoroughly messy surroundings, tired of
a dreary office job, nagged by her
materialistic parents who encourage her
to return to her husband, she is as
irritable and nervous as passionate and
loving, Her relationship with Bob is
strained by a weekend spent with some
monstrously precocious children of mad-
deningly liberal friends; as tension ac=
cumulates between them, unchecked, Bob
retreats to Daniel, and Alex, afraid of
openly expressing her feelings, becomes
emotionally distraught at being left alone
with the brats.

Peter Finch, in the role of Daniel
Hirsch, gives us the most honest, dig-
and compassionate portrait of a
male homosexual yet seen onthe screen,
A respectablephysician, his professional
calm, sophistication and tastefully fur-
nished flat, provide an oasis of warmth
and security, lacking in Alex's turbulent,
disordered existence, Like most profes-
sional gay people, he is forced toremain
in the closet. leading what appears 1o
be a *‘normal” life, except with a few
understanding friends. His annoyance
and embarrassment is evidenced in an
encounter with a young Scot, with whom
he has been intimate, but with whom he
no longer wants to associate, a true
and typical response that may up-tight
gays and closet cases will acknowledge.
Again, following the opulent splendor of
a bar mitzvah ceremony in which his
tradional religious ties are rekindled,
family and relations remind him that it
is long past time that he settled down
with a nice Jewish girl, Like Alex,
he supresses the intensityof his feelings
for Bob. while keeping in touch by tele-
phone, for fear of losing him. Dan-
iel's calm understanding demeanor only
breaks momentarily when he orders Bob
from his house for sneaking out of a
rather unpleasant social gathering.

What bothers me about all this is
that Freedman [ails entirely to point out
how these levels of functioning are the
result of social-psychological oppres-
sion and how they cripple the human pot-
ential of gay people. Where does the
Liberated indjvidual fit into this scheme?
Certainly Freedman, who maintains a
balanced, aloof, objective tone through-
out refuses to acknowledge his own sex-
ual orientation, Like many professionals
he is, in fact, playing the *‘pragmatist'’
for fear of censure or lack of respect
among fellow psychologists. By doing so
he is only contributingto his own oppres-
sion, in spite of his effort to diminishit.
The more professionals who are willing
to speak openly as homosexuals, the bet~
ter the chances for all of us. Certainly,
a gay scientist's work should be seen as
accurate and reliable as a straight one!

Having madethis qualified reservation,
1 submit that Freedman's book is never=
theless important and worthy of attention,
Its merit lies in its precise attack on
the psychoanalytic establishment, and its
opening up of clear and unbiased insights.-
He concludes that the behavioral ap-
proach to homosexuality is more real-
istic and consistent thanthe sickness ap-
proach; that **Good psychological funct-
ioning should not be defined in terms of
sexual pattern but rather in terms of
environmental mastery;’* and finally,
“Empirical psychological research has
proved that homosexuality is compatible
with positive psychological functioning,"*

--Lee Atwell

Bob: **You keep asking too much,"

Alex: *“*For God's sake, Caring
about someone a lot, Is that too much?
People with some time for eachother,
Is that too much? I'vehadthisbusiness=
that anything is better than nothing
There are times when nothing has to be
better than anything, If you look back
on this--which you won't, my darling--
you'll say it’s got sometfu‘ng to do with
Daniel, It hasn't,.."”

Bob's failure on a human level--
one which is also endemic to many gays
with established patterns of casual, un-
involved sexual relations--lies in his
insensitivity to the commitment inherent
in human intimacy and in an imma-
ture conception of love, While sexually
liberated, he proposed afreedom without
any responsibility for others, that allows
no genuine concern for the consequences
of *““doing your own thing’* atthe expense
of all else, Certainly, it is a pattern
that is becoming more and more freq-
uent in modern life and which we must
all come to terms with in the context of
our own lives; the open-ended conclusion
of Sunday, Bloodv Sunday does not offer
us any resolution via melodramatic
clichés, but leaves us with the poignant
complexity of the problem of conflicting
life-styles and the emotional and com-
municational gap that separ.ates them.

In the only scene in which they con-
front each other, Alex and Daniel, real-
izing their mutual predicament, wryly
accept their bitter pill and acknowledge
that it is also a result of their own
personal wealnesses and a desire to
overestimate their feelings for Bob.
Somehow, their integrity will see them
through.

The final moments, devoted to Dani
constitute one of the most delicate an
humanly persuasive scenes that I have
witnessed in a long time, Resolved to
continue things as before, he is prac-
ticing his Italian for the trip; slowly,
the camera shifts from its omniscient
view so that he looks directly at the
audience in closeup and bares his
thoughts, No matter what friends may
say, he avows that he is still happy
though he misses Bob., **All my life
I've been looking for someone who is
courageous and resourceful, unlike my-
self, but he isn't it...But together, to=
gether we were something..."

--= Lee Atwell
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Reviewed by Winston Leyland

In the past decade books on homosexuality
have been in two main categories: those
of the Bieber/Socarides school withtheir
weird gay sickness theory postulations
which throw more light on the distorted
reasoning of the authors rather than on
the subject they purport to deal with; and,
secondly, books written by gays - first,
tentative attempts to explain gay life
styles; what it meansto bediscriminated
against as a gay, Of this second class of
hooks perhaps the best early example
is Eh_}q Homosexual %n_dr%%s Society bﬁ
View from within (N,Y, 1963) Written by
Donald Webster Cory and John LeRoy,
an older and a younger gay.

But until 1970 books on homosexuality
with no anti-gay axe to grind were rare,
The formationof the Gay Liber ation Move-
ment in 1969 and the concomitant liber-
ation of societal views on sexual freedom
made straight society aware of the exist-
ence of an increasingly vocal gay minor=
ity and were doubtless among the motive
causes for the recent flood of books.
From Praeger, Simon & Schuster, Nor-
ton, Stein & Day, Random House and mary
lesser known pu’inShing housesthey pour
forth - books on gay oppression and lib-
eration, gays and the military, radical
lesbians, gays in history - with more in
the presses and still more promised in
the near future,

Undoubtedly the most ambitious of the
“recent books is Arno Karlen's Sexuali
and Homosexuality: A New View, a
weighty tome ol EGG “pages. The book's
subtitle ““the definitive explanation of hu=
man sexuality, normal and abnormal®’,
even if only d publisher's blurb, estab-
lishes an immediate credibility gap. This
is not lessened by the preface’s inclus=-
ion as informants of Dr, Irving Bieber
and others, none of whom, to my know-
ledge, are gay themselves, although one
of them, Dr, Evelyn Hooker of U,C.L.A.
is in empathic dialogue with the Gay
Liberation Movement, The author him-
self, it must be noted, makes sure that
we know he has a wife and children,

All this is not to say, however, that the
book is without value; quitethecontrary,
Of especial interest:-is the book's his-
torical survey of homosexuality in West-
ern and non-Western cultures, which
takes up the first nineteen chapters, over
half the work, This is probably the first
in depth treatment of the role of gays in
history, although British homosexuality
is more thoroughly treated in Montgom-=
ery Hyde's recent book, reviewed below.
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The Great Mother Cult and the strict
prohibitions of the Jews against male
and female homosexuality are discussed
as well as the varied stratifications of
homosexuality in the Graeco-Roman
World, In his chapter ‘“The Christian
Bedrock' the author deals with the
source of our Western culture’'s trad-
itional restraints on sex: the Judaeo-
Christian heritage, He statesthat *'those
who accept the concept of latent homo-
sexuality will find it plentifully in the
lives and writings of the Church Fa-
thers.’”” He could well have added that
closet gays have been abundantly present
in the Church's clerical ranks down
through the centuries, Atthe present time
there are probably more closet cases in
thé clergy than in most professional
occupations,

What the author says about Christianity’s
obsession with sex as a barrier torelig-
jous grace is no doubt true. And gays
did not even get the benefit of the doubt
granted to heterosexuals. As early as
305 A.D. the Council of Elvira denied
communion to gaﬁ and prostitutes, even
in extremis, although the pronounce-

Thents of this Council never became

official Church teaching, Later in the
same century the Christian Emperors
Constans and Constantius decreed the

death sentence for homosexual acts, and
this was ratified in the Theodosian Code
of the fifth century, accepted by East

and West, and in the Justinian Code of
the sixth century,

Subsequent chapters deal in detail with

homosexuality in Medieval, Renaissance
and post-Renaissance soclety. The au- |
thor discusses a number of well and
lesser known gays of the 16th and 17th
centuries, such as Louis XIV's brother,
Philippe Duc d’'Orleans *‘Monsieur’’,
who *‘liked to appear inpublic dressedin
full drag, wearingbracelets, rings, per-
fumes, rouge and very high heels,'* His
suggestion that Leonardo daVinci and
Michaelangelo were mostly sexually in-
active ishardly borne out by the evidence,
As one recent gay writer has pointedout,
much of Leonardo's life was a '*series
of violent artachments to beautiful young |
males while his lackof interest inwomen |
bordered on misogyny."'

Part Two of the book opens with a chap-
ter on the scientific study of sex which
began in the mid nineteenth century “‘as
an anti-Victorian movement, in the
European middle classes." Thefirst gay
doctor to write sympathetically on homo-
sexuality was Dr, Magnus Hirschfield
known affectionately in Berlin'sturn-of-
the-century gay circles as ‘‘ Auntie Mag~
nesia,’”” A subsequent chapter “‘Beyond
the West'" discusses homosexuality inthe
non-Western cultures of China, North

Karlen devotes page after page to

theories on the *‘causes’ of homosex-
uality propounded by straight psychol-
ogists but for someinexplicable reasonis
completely silent on the Gay Liberation
Movement, surely an oversight of major
proportion in a book which claims to be
“ A New View'. The political struggle by
gay liberationists over thepasttwoyears
has been of immeasurable importancein
helping gays to free themselves fromthe
physical and mental bonds of an uptight
society, To illustrate this I need only
quote from a recent letter to Gay Sun-
shine by a well known writer, His work
already well accepted he now intends to
write on some gay themes “‘which I
have never done before, The gay lib
atmosphere is bringing all this out,”

That Karlen’s book should totally ignore
what is probably the most significant
movement in history for the liberation of
gays is symptomatic of a work that is
scholarly but unable to grasp what gay
oppression and liberation is all about.

e last sentence in the book sums up
his liberalism only too well: *‘Sexual
deviance is uniquely human, and so are
the study, understanding and empathy
with which it can be met,"’
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The flaw which mars Karlen's book is
hardly present in Dennis Altman's just
published Homosexual Oppression and
Liberation, Altman is a gay liberation~
ist and his book is without a doubt the
best to date on the crystallization of
the new consciousness which is gay
liberation,

A 27 year old lecturer on American

politics at the University of Sydney
in Australia, Altman lived for some
years in the United States and partic-
ipated in the gay liberation movement
in San Francisco and New York, His
book opens with a chapter on the search
for identity by the gay who is *“‘coming
owmt'" and the options that are open to
him: bars, baths, parks, and the gay
liberation movement, Very aproposishis
comments that gay liberationists are
feared and disliked by many fellow homo-
sexuals, The chief reason for this;hebe-
lieves (and I would concur)is insecurity:
*the very marginality of the homosex-
ual’'s position tendstomake him/her par-
ticularly cautious of anything that might
upset the precious way in which he has
arranged his life, Insecurity produces
conservatism as much as it does rad-
icalism,'* I might add in parenthesisthat
1 have seen this type of mentality very
often here in San Francisco where many
established gays (SIR, Tavern Guild)

shine, a gay liberation paper.

Africa and India, In these societies, vir=
tually untouched by Judaeo-Christian
traditions, homosexuality was tolerated,
although gays were hardly liberated, In
China male bordellos flourished and the
boy inmates *‘received depilation, dil-
ation of the anus, massagesto developthe
buttocks and training in singing, drawing
and poetry,”’ And these societies knew
how to deal with pesky westerners: in
19th century Persia one Christian mis=-
sionary whose conversion mania annoyed
the authorities wasthrownto male slaves
for anal rape and a sharpened tent-
peg was used to break down his pious
resistance,

The third section of Karlen's book ex=
plores the psychological and sociological
dimensions of homosexuality, The chap~
ter *““Cure or Illusion'' presents the
theories of Irving Bieber (that homosex-
uality can be “‘cured'), Evelyn Hooker
and others, Here as elsewhere throughout
this section the author is content topre-
sent a vast amount of rawmaterial with
a minimum of synthesis.

Every chapter of the book is followed by
an interview mainly with gay men and wo-
men, Some of these are very illuminating
showing gays in various stages of liber-
ation, One of the most revealing of the
non gay interviews is with Professor H,
J. Eysenck, the leading British behav-
iorist, a proponent of aversion therapy
o ‘*cure’ gays. To the question: *‘Do
you treat any of the patients?"" Eysenck
answered: “I'm just a theoretician, My
assistants are the ones you shouldtaketo
about things like that,'” Eysenck, a per-
fect example of the kind of oppressors
gays are fighting against, theorizes in
his panelled office and leaves the “‘ther-
apy"’ to subordinates,

] from nightclub comedian to reform rab-

will have nothing to do with Gay Sun- 4
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In his chapter *“‘Oppression: The Denial
of Identity'’ Altman states that gays ex-
perience oppression of three kinds: per-
secution, discrimination and tolerance,
each of which he discusses, Of these the
last is perhaps the most subtle: the pat-
ronizing tolerance of liberals, what Ish-
erwood hascalled * annihilation by bland=
ness' and what I would call the I-don't
care-who-you-go-to-bed-with syn-
drome, ““Tolerance,” says Altman, *'is
a gift extended by the superior to thein-
ferior. . . Most intelligent intellect-
uals reject, intellectually, their hostility
to homosexuals while unable to conquer
their emotional repugnance.'’ He dis-
cusses the bgppression of such books as
David Reuben's best seller Everythin
You Always Wanted To Know m%g
But Were Afraid To Ask and quotes
‘Gore Vidal as writing of Reuben:

‘ ‘(He) is a relentlessly cheery, often
genuinely funny, writer whose essential
uncertainty about sex is betrayed by a
manner which shifts in a very odd way

bi, touching en route almost every base

In his remarks on the effect of sexual re-
pression Altman says that ““men in Am-
erica are drawn together, yet the more
they are drawn the more they need to
repress their feelings, and thus the
undercurrent of violence that exists be-
tween men and that is turned outwards in
the assertion of masculine dominance
whether vis-a-vis foreigners (Vietnam',-’)
women, or other inferiors.' This istied
in, he’ believes, with Marcuse's belief
that agression stems from a failure to
give sexuality free reign. **Violence
seems on the whole remarkably absent a~
mong self-accepting homosexuals, while
particularly prevalent among those who
have strong homosexual desiresthat they
seek to repress,'’

What he subsequently says of the meaning
of liberation is very true: that liberation
means freedom from sexual restraint
bit even more importantly “‘freedom for
the fulfillment of human potential, a
large part of whichhas been unnecessar-
ily restricted by tradition, prejudice and
the requirements of social organizat-
ion,”” I might add, inparenthesis, that gay
liberation papers such as Come Out and
Q}z_;uy Sunshine are important vehicles by
which gays can express in print their
goals, desires, aspirations as liberated
human beings, 1t is almost impossible for
liberated, radical gays to gain access to
the established media or indeed often to
the gay establishment media,

In discussing the origins of the gay lib-
eration movement Altman points out that
**gay liberation is much more the child
of the counter culturethanit is of the old-
er homophile organizations, The counter
culture may not have fully embraced ho-
mosexuality, but it went far enoughinthe
direction of undermining guilt, hypocrisy
and extreme sexual repression to make
for a new type of homosexual.'' Quite
importantly, in my opinion, he clar-

ifies the significant differences between
gay liberation groups and the older homo-
phile groups, such as San Francisco’'s
SIR, The basic difference, he feels, lies
in the fact that **gay liberation advances
beyond the civil rights liberalism of the
earlier groups,' Gay Liberationists, he
says (and I agree withhim) no longer feel
that gay people ¢an fit into American So-
ciety as clean-living patriots, Rather

American Society itself must bechanged.,
This type of liber ationimplies change go~
ing far beyond the vision of theolder gay
groups. It is significant, Ifeel, that some
well established homop’hile groups such
as SIR are now trying to cash in on the
publicity givery by the media to gay lib-
eration and claiming the title **gay liber-
ation’ themselves (see the Editorial in
the present issue of Gay Sunshine), Un~
less these groups are willing to struggle
for real liberation, however, and are wil-
ling to go radicaf]y beyoué the liberal

except the scientific,' **

tokenism of say the Brown Bill in Calif-
ornia, we must gently state that they are

" on a completely different level of con=

sciousness.

Even the somewhat hip Gay Activists Al-
liance of New York, Altman feels, is bas-
ically a gay civil rights organization and
“in its political concerns. . . is close to
the old-line groups: the concept of organ-
izing a homosexual voting block is anold
one.”” Where G,A,A, of New York dif-
fers from older, more established gay
groups such as Rattachine and SIR is in
is willingness to engage in more direct
action,

The Gay Liberation Front, on the other
hand, is completely unstructured and

views itself as a movement rather than
an organization, Members of GLF areno
more likely to describe theirs as a civil
rights organization than is the Black
Panther Party.”' Altman mentions one
danger of suchlackof structure: the mon~
opoly of a few charismatic figures, To
this I would add, from personal experi-
ence in Berkeley and SanF rancisco GLF,
the possibility of afew destructiveindiv-
iduals completely on their own ego trips
who monopolize meetings with diatribes
and monologues, This happened so suc-
cessfully in the case of Berkeley GLF
(Spring, 1971) that one wondered if it were
paranoid to think about the possibility
of FBI agentsprovocateurs, All these are
difficulties which the Gay Liberation

Front nationally has not yet resolved, for
the most part, In some areasthis decen~
tralization has led to the almost total
collapse of GLF, This has been the case
in San Francisco where the Gay Sunshine
group is the chief survivor ol a once
flourishing gay liberation movement. In
other parts of the country GLF seems
confined mainly to the campuses where
it is quite active. Inthe bigcities such as
New York and Chicago highly structured
gay activist alliances have sprung up.



The chief exception to this big city col-
lapse of GLF is Los Angeles where GLF
members have evclved to what I feel is
a valid second stage: involvement in a
community center which caters to the
varied needs of one's gay brothers and
sisters, forming new modes of communal
living, and sponsoring weekly gay liber-
ation dances, more open than the dance
bars, and the money from which returns
to the community instead of ending up in
some gay capitalist's pocketbook - all
these alternatives to the gay establish-
ment ghetto,

In writing of Paul Goodman from a gay
perspective Altman reinforces some
feelings which I have held ever since a
few of us had a personal dialogue with
Goodman in Autumn, 1970 at a Berkeley
gay liberation coffeghouse (actually a
small rented apartment). Goodman felt
that society was changing rapidly in its
views towards gays and that the important
thing was to gain acceptance by society-
a very liberal position, Like Altman, I
feel that Goodman underestimates the ex-
tent to which gays are oppressed.

The author also explores theinter relat-
tions between gay liberation and other
protest movements of the sixties: the
blacks, young radicals, the women's
movement, All these groups, he believes,
are moving toward the erectionof a “‘new
consciousness.'" Inhislast chapter onthe
future of gay liber ationthe author argues
that *“‘the liberal hope that homosexuals
will come to merge imperceptibly into
society as we now know it seems, ,, un-
likely. Homosexuals can win acceptance
as distinct- from tolerance only by a

transformation of society, one that is
based on a ‘new human' who is able to
accept the multi-faceted and varied na-
ture of his/her sexual identity.'* To
this I would add a resounding RIGHT ON!

Altman's book relies heavily on gay
movement literature for its source mat-
erial, and I hope more people writing a-
bout the current gay lib scene would
emulate this approach. Most useful, he
says, were the movement publications,
Gay Flames (a now defunct gay libnews=
paper in New York); Gay Sunshine (San
Francisco); and Come Out (N.Y.). He
quotes heavily from these sources, to a
lesser extent from establishment gay
papers such as the Advocate,

I consider Homosexual %ression and
Liberation must reading for all gay b~
erationists as well as for all gays who
wish to explore the essential meaning of

gay li}geration.
= & * L

- Jack Onge's The Gay Liberation Move-
ment is a small, inexpensive, rather
poorly printed paperback, but a book
whose synthesis of national gay libera-
tion history over the past two years is
invaluable, Up to now the only general
history of the gay liberation movement
has been Donn Teal's The %ay Militants
(reviewed in Gay Sunshine, No, ), abook
which concentrates heavily on New York,
Onge's book provides a balance and sup=-
plements Teal's work in many ways, His
sources range from gay liber ation move-
ment publications to more establishment
gay papers as well as the underground
straight media,

A brief introductory chapter surveysthe
homophile movement in the United States
beginning in 1925 and continuing through
the sixties, Chapters two and four to six
present a separate history of GLF and
other activist gay groups in New York,
San Francisco, Los Angeles and Chicago
- the first connected history for the last
three cities,

Onge's brief account of Gay Liberationin
San Francisco and Berkeley adds to and
supplements Teal, A few minor correc-
tions should be noted: Bishop Michael It-
kin (p. 39) is an underground, gay bishop
in the Evangelical Catholic Communion
(of Old Catholic origin) rather than a
member of the™*Gay Liberation Catholic
Church'’; on page 46 it is stated that
*by May, 1971 Berkeley Gay Liberation
had one hundred members at weekly
meetings, . , operated aprograminclud-
ing a newsletter (sic) Gay Sunshine. . ."
In actual fact Berkeley GLF had just about

completely folded by that date, while the |

newspaper Gay Sunshinehad already for a
number of months (since Issue No, 6 of
March, 1971)been put out by gay libera-
tionists in San Francisco, He might have
added that this publication is now theonly
gay liberation paper with national circu-
lation published on a regular basis, To
Onge's coucluding remark on the May,
1971 division of San I rancisco Gay Liber-
ation into two groups,one might add that
the succeeding history of both groups was
remarkably stormy. San Francisco GLF
collapsed almost immediately, while the

new Gay Activist Alliance West split inito
two factions: the Itkin faction (Bay Area
Gay Alliance) soon folded, the fate of most
groups subject to the direct influence of
that mercurial man, while Ray Brosh-

| ear's Gay Activist Alliance continues to

| exist, raising controversy in largepart
stemining from the personality of its
founder,

In succeeding chapters Onge deals with
| Gay Liberation in Los Angeles and Chi-
tago, The following correction should be
noted: Berkeley GLF opposed the Alpine
County scheme (p. 55) because of ideol-
ogical reasons and not because of inade-
quate housing and excessive snow,

In his concluding chapter *“The Political
Implications of Gay Liberation'" Onge
identifies Rev, Troy Perry of Los Ang-
eles as a gay radical. Even Rev, Perry
himself would, I suspect, hardly usethat
designation, His is amorecomplex case:
a Christian who tries to be all things to
| all men, sometimes succeeding, but more
often than not forced into conservative
compromises, As for the author's be-
lief that few gay liberationists are work=
ingforrevolution - well, that is amatter
of opinion, and I would disagree with his
analysis,

Quite different from the two preceding
books is Arthur Bell's Dancing the Gay
Lib Blues, The author, oneof the founder s
vof New York's Gay Activist Alliance, of~
fers a personal, inside account of one
year's involvement in the gay liberation
movement: first in GLF, then in GAA,
He examines in detail the demonstra-
tions, protest rallies, Gay Pride Week,
the sit-ins at N,Y,U., and Rockefeller
headquarters, the political zaps, the
Christopher $t. Liberationmarch and the
victories won -~ such as the New Demo-
cratic Coalition's adoption of afive-point
program to end police harassment, He
discusses his talks with Holly Woodlawn
and Randy Agnew (‘‘a well-built, good-
looking dreamboat’"), the liberationdan-
ces and street transvestites,

As an insider Bell details someof thein~
ternal conflicts in GAA - personality
clashes, political manoeuverings, which
are present in most gay liberation
groups, Unlike GLF in many cities
though, New York's GAA has weathered
these {nternal storms, partly by a rigid
structuring of meetings, partly by allow-
ing freedom of action through more infor-
mal , small committees, and thereevid-
ently isn't as much of the *‘moreradical
than thou' scramblings characteristic of
some GLFs. On the other hand, Altman,
in his new book, feels that GAARas a ten”
dency to be too much of a liberal or-
ganization: ‘‘The Gay Activists Alliance
seeks to find acceptance in present soc-
iety; the Gay Liberationists are commit-
ted to a transformation of that society,"
However, there does appear to be amin-
ority *‘transformation’ group within
GAA ,altl'lough it is still too early to tell

whether it is in the ascendant,

Bell's book is, onthe whole, well written.,
Unlike Altman he provides no real, new
insights into the meaning of gay libera-
tion, Most of what he writes will come as
no surprise to those of us involved inthe
Movement, Personal accounts such as

his, however, are especially valuable for
gays unexposed tothe gay activistsmove-
ment, With these reservations I would

recommend the book to Gay Sunshine
readers,

& * * *

Dr, Charlotte Wolff of the British Psy-
chological Society hailsthelesbian asthe
champion of the Women's Liberation
Movement in Love Between Women, ** All
homosexual women are one in their re-

jection of bondage to the male,”” she
says, **They refuseto be the second sex,"'

Quoting liberally from interviews with
lesbians the author discusses their per-
sonality traits, family backgrounds, pro-
blems faced socially, per sonally and pro-
fessionally; and organizations and pub-
lications, Of especial value are three

unedited lesbian autobiographies, al-
though the author’'s comments on these
are sometimes over analytical, She is
apparently heterosexual herself and this
fact must be taken into account in eval-
pating her comments and theories,

mong the women she interviewed there
were fewer guilt feelings inthe homosex~
ual group than in the heterosexual one,
Another provocativetheoryofhersisthat
bisexuality is a natural state,

& & % L

Among the author's findings is that a-

The first real national gay history to
appear is H, Montgomery Hyde's The
Love That Dared Not Speak Its Name, A
Candid History of Homosexuality in Brit-
ain, The awthor is a well known authority
on Oscar Wilde, on whom he has written
two books, as well as acollector of Wilde-
ana, He cfaims twice, in the Introduction,
to be heterosexual provoking a response
of “*Methinks he doth protest too much"'
in this reviewer. The book's title de-~
rives from a poem by Lord Alfred Doug-
las (*‘Bosie), lover of Oscar Wilde.

In his survey of English history Hyde
documents at least four English kings
who were openly gay: WilliamII (d.1087),
son of the Conqueror; Edward II, lover
of the handsome nobleman Piers Gave~
ston, died wretchedly in 1327 by havinga
red Yot poker pushed up his ass by tor-
turers; James I, the first Stuartking, who
kzd favorites among the handsome young
courtiers at his court; and William IIL
For some inexplicable reason, Richard
the Lion Hearted isomitted fromthe list,

As early as the reign of Henry VII
those convicted of sodomy were liableto
the death penalty. Except for the Wilde
trial, the most noted case in Englishhis-
tory was the trial in 1631 of Mervyn
Touchet, 12th Lord Audley and 2nd Earl
of C aven, accused of sodomy as
well as debauchinghis wife and daughter-
in-law, After atrial before hispeers, he”
was convicted and hanged.

Subsequent chapters deal with homosex~
nality in Georgian and Victorian England,
The author gives us a series of vig-
nettes of gays, mainly members of the
aristocracy and landed gentry, who were
brought to trial or charged Pecause of
their sexual orientation, Typical of upper
class homosexuality was the case of the
Riaht Rev, Percy Jocelyn, Protestant
Bishop of Clogher and son of the Earl of
Roden, an Irishlandowner, ‘*Onthe night
of July 19, 1822 his lordship, who was in
London or a visit from Ireland, went into
a public house called the White Hart, . .
There he was detected in the act of com~
mitting a homosexual offence with apri-
vate soldier of the Ist Regiment of
Guards, named John Moverley. He was
attired 'in his customary episcopal dress
and made no attempt to conceal the na-
ture of his calling, *The Bishop took no
precautions,’ noted Charles Greville in
his diary at the time, *and it was next to
He made a desperate resistance when
taken, and if his breeches had not been
down they think he would have got away.'"’
The Bishop was subsequently charged and
released on bail, He took the opportun-
ity to flee to Scotland where he lived
under an assumed name, worked as abut-
ler and died in 1843 in o133curity.

The Victorian literary world contained
quite a few prominent gay writers, rang-
ing from Edward Fitzgerald, translator
of Omar Khayyam to John Addington
Symonds, Edward Carpenter Lionel
Johnson »
Oscar Wilde and his circle, For some’
homosexuality was a subtle, subdued,
concealed affair, Others such asWilde,
Lord Alfred Douglas ané Symonds were
caught up in sexual affairs from Venice
to Algeria, The private lives of most of
these writers have been subjected to
close scrutiny in the last few years in
books ranging from scholarly biograph-
ies, such as Phyllis Grosskurth's John
Addingron Symonds (1964) to gussipy,h
spicy vignettes, as in Feasting Wit
Panthers (1967) by the Britiahgay gay writer
Rupert Croft Cooke.

After the First World War there were
several liberated English gay writers a-
mong whom the most prominent was
Sytton Strachey, biographer of famous
Victorians. Strachey, writes Hyde, had
little use for the current fad of using
psychoanalysis as a “‘cure” for homo-
sexuality, Speaking about a doctor from
Freiburg who was *“‘treating'’ English
gays, Strachey wrote: "*Several other
wretched undergraduates at Oxford have
been through the same ‘treatment’, They
walk about haggard on the lawn, wonder-
ing whether they could bear the thought
ofgwoman's private parts, and gazing at
their little lovers, who run round and
round with cameras snapshotting Lytton
Strachey. . .Probably after playing Bach
this evening, I shall hurry to Freiburg
myself, I shall certainly be badly in need
of some ‘treatment,’ But I admit that I
would rather receive it at the hands of
P, Ritchie than of the German doctor.' "’
‘P, Ritchie' was the Hon. Philip Ritch-
ie to whom Strachey was soon writing
passionate love poems. Later Strachey
transferred his affections to the hand-
some Roger Senhouse, On the envelopes
of his passionate love letters to Sen-
house, Strachey wrote things like:
“Deliver this to SENHOUSE (Roger)
1 prithee, postman debonair !
He is the handsome upstairs lodger
Atnumber 14 BRUNSWICK SQUARE,"

Walter Pater, and of course, )

(o
Hyde narrates the events, in which as
a M.P. he played a minor part, lead-
ing up to the passing of the Sexual
Offences Act of 1967 in which the re-
port of the Wolfenden Committee play-
ed so important a role, Gay sexual
acts among consenting adults were le-
galized in Britain, In his last chapter
“Whither Now?'* Hyde details the
social oppression to which gays are
still subject and discussesthe gayorgan-
izations which have been formed in
the past few years, His approach is
basically that of the open liberal and
would probably be little accepted by the
London Gay Liberation Front which has
arisen in the past year,

% * L #®

Other recent books on homosexuality.
some of which I hope to review in depth
in a later issue of Gay Sunshine, are:
ON BEING DIFF ERENT: What It Means
to be a Homosexual. by Merle Miller,
Random House, N.Y, 1971, 182 pp., $4.50
HOMOSEXUAL LIBERATION, A Per-
sonal View. by John Murphy. Praeger
Pub,, N.Y, ., 1971, 65 pp., $4.50

LOST IN AMERICA: ODYSSEY OF A
RADICAL LESBIAN, by Lita Lepie,
Riva Poor Pub,, Cambridge, 1971, $6.95
HOMOSEXUALS AND THE MILITARY
by Colin J. Williams and Martin 8.
Weinberg, Harper & Row, N,Y,. 1971
$8.,95, An analysis ofthe attitude towards
and the treatment and experiences of
homosexnals in the U.S. Armed Forces,
The authors are members of the Kinséy °
Institute for Sex Research,
HOMOSEXUALITY: THE PSYCHOLOGY .
OF THE CREATIVE PROCESS by Paul
Rosenfels, Libra Pub, , Roslyn Heights,
N.Y.. 1971 $5.95

SOMETHING YOU DO IN THE DARK
(novel) by Daniel Curzon. G,P, Put-
nam's Sons, N.Y,, 1971, $6.95

VOICES OF THE GAY COMMUNITY
is the tentative title of a new 0ok cur~
rently being assembled and edited by Jim
Chesebro and Jjim Meko, The book will
attemnpt to reflect the rich diversity
within the Gay Community obviously
addressing, then, the tremendously wide
range of issues that Gay People face,

It is hoped that the book will demon~-
strate that each member of the Gay Com~
munity is aunique individual who can only
be understood by personal contact,

The editors are seeking statements/

essays/poetry/manuscripts from all
members of the Gay Community, It is
hoped that people from all social-econ=
omic categories, sexes, ages, political
positions, and social-sexual fife-styles
will provide material for the book.

It is hoped, then, that all members of
the Gay Community will support this ef-
fort and submit statements as well. Sub~
mit statements to: Jim Chesebro, 1129
South Eight Street, Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, 55404,

Poets in this issue :

WILLIAM BARBER, whose poems have
appeared in Manroot, Sebastian Quill
and Gay Sunshine, now lives in Italy,
KIRBY CONGDON (poem and song) lives
in New York. His poetry collection
Dream Work is available from Cycle
Press, N.Y.

LARRY EIGNER was born in Swamps-
cott, Mass,, wher he still lives and has
had much poetry publishedin the last
twenty years, His poetry collection Air
the Trees (1968) is available from Black
Sparrow Press,

JAMES GIANCARLO lives in Buffalo,
New York.

JOHN IOZIA lives in New York City.
WINSTON LEYLAND was born in Eng-
land in 1940 and now lives in San Fran-
cisco where he is general and poetry
coordinator of Gay Sunshine,

HAROLD NORSE was born in New York
City and has lived in Italy, Paris, Spain,
Morocco, Greece and other countries,
He preséntly resides in San Francisco,
His poems have appeared internationally
and he has had five books of poetry pub-
lished, the most recent of which is

Penguin Modern Poets 13 (1969), a
collection also including poems by La-
mantia and Bukowski. g

Vance live in San Jose, Calif,

Leslie Wolff lives in Buffalo, N.Y,
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3 STRAT AGEMS
This simple painter of walls
during the noon hour
squatted before a laundromat
smoking and being
excessively smiled and talked at,

His hair, dusted with plaster, curled
on his forehead blond scu.lpture.
The dust made up his lashes
whitely, thickened like a

detail of eves on a Roman bust.

His lips were fresh and full
and red, The forearms
bulging slightly, tan

and powerful, bore

strange tar[oos

He did not smile,

The smiler crouched

nervous beside him, spoke

swiftly, searching s f ace, darting
anxious glances at the
paint-smeared overalls, the arms,
the lips, the calm blue eyes

then left,

Now I know his name, his taste, his touch
more intimately than the nervous zboy

who could not act s

and talked too much.

-Harold Norse

Christopher Street, 2

stoopsitting mesmerized.
carnival clown parade pass
back and forth

like a pendulum

up street and down

again and again

rhythmic river flow
swishswinging tight-pantsed
back and forth

darting eyes

back and forth

--James Giancarlo

ANGEL MET AMORPHOSIS 1

Seashore angel eyes, hundred friends,
blood eyes with alleys =~
with easily re-adhered angel:
floating, knowing, shocked , busted
The fire who wounds skin flesh that far
morning pronounced Christ,

Clurter drops and open pain to sand,

Winston Leyland

THE BALLADE OF BUENA

PHoTO : TAMOTSU YATD

Hey, hey whatd'ya say

take that ball the other way! --

I stood by the path
and tried to look good,
he came up the hill
like I knew he would
He nodded and smiled,
I looked away
to the top of the hill
and wouldn't play,
He coaxed and teased
and pulled his stunt
I said: **You can blow me.'
I was very blunt,

He lead the way
into the trees
I opened my fly
he got on his knees,
With rapture and bliss
I studied the leaves
dreamed about sailors
built like Steve Reeves,
I moaned and groaned
all set to explode
I grabbed him by the ears
and he swallowed my load.

1 got what I wanted
he did what he could
I left him in the bushes
(I was no damn good)
if he finished himself
I just didn't care
for the day seemed long
and went everywhere,
I was cocky and sure
I could win them all
But the bigger they come
the harder they fall!

Just then on the hillside
playing the tough
I spied a youngman
who was slender but rough
and slinked like a cat
through the tall oak trees
my mouth got hungry
I was limp in the knees,
I smiled and I nodded

VISTA PARK

I was such a mess,
He looked away.
He couldn’t care less.

I coaxed and I teased
and I pulled my stunt

he said: **You can blow me,’
he was just that blunt,

He led the way

(]

- ekiand into the irees,

Dandelion H}?. ;gtegﬁdn}x s kggés

Seumid s I slurped and sucked

i?no;::a u!l‘:l and gobbled his meat

: 31;1‘ . d He shot me a load
e that was beautifully sweet,
-- John Iozia

I wanted to tell him
O thank you so.
He said: **Later man
but 1 gotta go,"
He left me in the bushes
(he was no damn good)
he got what he wanted
I did what I could.
So whoever you are
here's a lesson for you:
SRCEN BALLES For every job you get
head you'll give one too!
overhea
on the bridge
trucks are speeding under angels William Barber
parks are empty & leaves are falling

erect in mud
their shoes slurping
on the riverbank two people
are breaking laws with their hips

at the top of the steps a sign reads

WORKERS ONLY NO TRES PASSING TO JACK

Soaits ty Fas Your golden hair and subtly muscled body

he is 16 Rippling in ‘the sunlight as you turn (the hotel on 48th street and where it takes us)

he has red lips Before the envious mirror of men’ seyes,
Hluminate the sand beneath your feet, We need to dream up ways to own the night

the other is a man These make us worshippers of youth and grace, and learn the quiet flight

who sees god as he looks up And servants to your bronzed and loving hand, into morning ; )

at the_boy who looks down So when we meet may fair caressing looks Knowing the Sunday rain rapping gently

Subdue the animal that lies within, above our heads.

the boy is thinking of the whore with the man And findthe loving sweetness youc:u'l give . Knowing the softness gathered in my arms,

he spied on in the shadows With gentle touches and a lover's kiss. smelling of Spring.

as hg if&;ﬂ;gﬁﬁem:ﬁs ears Vance There may be other beds, rooms

a future of mornings, :‘eason someday

tensing his thick
‘20]’1’13{]].1]15—., more,

thighs

' o |
& they come There will be more,

the man thinks god god HOLLYWOOD NEXT SEVEN EXITS : , : -
& the terror] We will preach silence in the cities
any movment all's reversed- Phantasy and we will live within one another,
only the world's umform THUD while having orgasm; calm as a friendly god.
** Americal'’
all this time the Tiber sucking 1 moaned as I came,
sucking
the fat mud -~ John lozia -Leslie Wolff

-Harold Norse
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SUNS

In nothingness,

the sun’s hot body cannot float;

to nothingness, does not sink,

bur suspends itself

in circles of self- sustained balloons,
My body is tied to gravity,

My bones are magnetized

and hard as iron,

Yet this body knows

its high-timed origins,

and, in praise of noon,

leans upward towardsthe source of heaven
and in that landof plenty

blooms.

Kirby Congdon

ON MOTOR HIGHWAY

Interstate hijinks.

Hurmnpy junkies flunkingthrough South Carolina,
They looked at us weird in the dinah,

Those rivers ribbon through us,

You and I-95, mother lava laboratory,
Laminated gl’itter post in Litter Barrel Georgia,

Literally looked at as unmistakably seen-=

“'Is that your real hair " she whined as we dined
On coffee and car Keys--Madam, it took too many years
To grow my understated intrapenis,

I hope these cocks will come between us,

It takes no flower that long to grow,
Hypoallergenicillucination, amphetamine
Amphetayour byways, nigltshade, it's all the craze!
Craving many moody mystic levied young studs

In alumicron trucker fucker square duds

Because everything must pass Go

To collect my sweet Georgia overdrive.

It'1l have beendim expiation

Of a cocksucker's reputation, countered by

No small infatuation with truck-stop tea-rooms
Of the interstated hyphenated masterburger
Masturbating all over your luscious come-and-get-it machine,
Driven insane by the though of 500 hydrogen poppers
Through 500 glory holes thick with dick

In cloudy psychic Carolina shadows

Sidestepped by aurora ribbons and Oral Traditions.

-~ John lozia

SEE F6. T fOR INFO
o\ FDETS (N THIS ISSVE



Before they achieved popular success
and went on tour, the stage of a *‘Cock-
ette’” show reached all the way outof the
Palace Theatre and around the block to
touch the very last person standing in
line, Never before was an audience so in~
timately a part of a show. Outside,the
audience was the show, Very often’ far
more exciting things happened inthe line
around the theatre than were generated
later on stage, One arrived an hour or
so early to be part of the show outside; to
arrive each performance in more and
more alarming costume, faces painted
with what seemed to be poster color -
just to be there in outrageous clothing,
always ready to be partof the most stim-
ulating happening in the city,

Hibiscus and the *‘Cockettes'
started it all, what we call **Genderfuck'’,
Whatever you call it, it is not just drag,
As valid as drag is the *“Cockettes' and
the *‘ Angels of Lagl',lt" and now a few hun-
dred other people are into something
quite different. Feather boas and bias-cut
dresses are wardrobe essentials, to be
sure, but so are shiny old tuxedo jackets
magician’s capes, clown suits, bits ané
pieces of aldHallowe'mcostumes soup-
stained ties and slacks from the ﬁ')rties
Borsalino hats, knitpantsuits, togas tus
tus, Garbo hats and half the stock from
the’ M-G-M sale, Faces are painted and
sequined in excess, but morelike mimes
and clowns and surrea.hstic creatures
than like women, Beards and moustaches
are frizzed and glittered, often painted
along with the face,

The stimulus behind drag or cross-
dressing is to create the appearance,
mood and feeling of the opposite sex
through dress and behavior, Someone in
Genderfuck dresses just to create, to
**do some theatre'* andtheir masculimty
or femininity is never denied but is usual-
ly emphasized,

Inarecent interview with Good Times
newspaper, Hibiscus says: *‘Women's
costumes? I wear all different types of
costumes, I wear different robes and just
whatever,""

G,T.: **Do you think of it as feminine?**
H: **No,"

G.T,: **You'renottryingto be feminine?"’
H: **No, I really like being a man. I ne-
ver really had the desire to be awoman,
But I like beawiful things, Costumes and
things, . .Have you ever seen the men in
Bali? The men look like male birds. They
get more dressed up than the women do,
And in India and Morocco the men get
really dressed up.*'

My friend Patrick came to visit me the
other afternoon to tell me about his
Hallowe'en, Patrick lives in a gay com-
mune in the Castro area of SanFrancis-
co with four other men, They are all
long-hairs, all carry the image of the
hippie yout uth that makes mothers wring
their hands and they all got in Gender-
fuck for the first time Halloween. AL
first I was uncmniortable * admits Pat-
rick, **But as soon aslgotmv head gomn
in the right way I really grooved on it,
He smiled and shook his head, ““John
this guy I live with, found an old pair of
white boating c:hc:rtct like Betty Grable
used to wear, He did ‘a forties number. I
wore an old violet dress with a fur piece
and some white shoes and everyone said1
looked like Eleanor Roosevelt from be-
hind. We went to a lotof barsbut we also

walked alongthe streets, That was freaky

But people just looked at us and smiled
and seemed to emjoy it, We were really
something, the five of us!"
’I‘he“Coc.I\eneq started it all, just by
doing it first., More important, by1each-
ing the audience and encau.ragmg that
audience to pick up their ideas and take
them out intothe streetsthe *‘Cockertes’
and**Angels of Light™* havecreated anew

\\
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form of gay theatre in San Francisco,
Here, Genderfuck has become animpor-
tant part of the gay culture, The stage
for this theatre is any street of the city,
any of the *‘head’* bars, any galleryopen-
ing, any musical everrr, any event, Even
the simple task of riding a bus or doing
your laundry in San Francisco can in
volve you in a little bit of the new gay
theatre,

Iwasonthe Haight St, bus some mon-
ths ago, I rode with four or five tough
looking black dudes, a few whitemiddle-~
age couples and one or two old men, At
Haight and Masonic seven *‘Angels™
climbed aboard, The ‘*Angels'' were in
white face with elaborate makeup and they
were off to see the **Cockettes' at the
Palace, so they were dressed with great
imagination, Two had sprayed their bea~
rds gold, some wore flowing robes and
one a headdress, One looked like Robin
Hood and one, a woman, was scantily
dressed, My dull bus ridé was suddenly
alive., They sat very quietly, talking a-
mong themselves, The entertainment on
this bus was not to be the **Angels”
but the passengers, especially the.new
arrivals, Regular passengers would
board the bus, start to walk toward the
back, halt pamc for a split second and
grab the first seat available, The blacks
on board flipped, These were, after all,
men, dressed in what looked like the wild-

drag and riding acity bus! The blacks
were insulting and incredulous, “Man, do
you see what 1 see?!?"* One kept turn-
ing in his seat to look back at Angel Rod-
ney, He'd screw up his eyes and show his
teeth and say, ‘‘Man, but you're uuugly!"
Bur Rodney was beautiful They all were
beautiful,

The *‘Cockette’’ shows at the Palace
in San Francisco were always popular
with the half gay/half straight audience
because the “‘Cockettes’’ were friends,
They didn't only perform on the stage.
They performed just by being themselves
at parties and openings, onthe streetsor
in the bars, Everyone ft seems, knows at
least one *‘Cockette'’ (or someone who
looks like one) and when, during one of
their shows, a skit or song didn't go
over right or was just plain tedious, no
one seemed to mind, It was all among
friends, after all, If what they were do-
ing at that particular moment didn't turn
us on, itdid turnthemon, and that was all
that rnattered We'd be amused by some~
thing insanely outrageous a little later
and that would make up for it.

Ithinkthe *“Cockettes’* were best be-
fore Truman Capote and Rex Reed *'dis-
covered’ them, Then, they werecloser to
the people, I sawthe sf1ow the night Capote
did, It was **Tinsel Tartsin a Hot Coma"’
and it was very funny, Butit was also al-
most all filled with sure-fire laughter-
getters, Capote and Reed freaked out and
all the well dressed B,P,s slumming a-
long with them did their best to follow
suit (I had a balcony sear and watched
them pass the wine bottle back and forth
along the aisle, swigging from the bot-
tle like real plOS while in front of and
behind them yomwer pecple didthe same
with joints) but I think Capote and Reed
saw something different than we did.

And 1 think the **Cockettes', now in New
York, areplayingto a much different aud-
1ence than we were, I think the **Cock-
ettes'’ are tuned into a kind of revolution=
ary theatre that just will not fit into the
established and sterile plavhousesin New
York, $7.50 is too much to pay for street
theatre and I am afraid the *‘Cockettes’
will conform to a set of rules, a profes-
sionalism that is deadly to creanvity.

Meanwhile, in San Francisco, the
audience cont inues to create, The STUD
is a**hip'’ gay bar in San F rancisco, When
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1 started going there, Angel Rodne.y was
one of the few custome.rs who dressed

creatively, But each week one or two

joined him, Today the STUD is gay street
theatre at its best most nights of the week,
Smoke a joint, go to the bar, buy a
beer (or don't) and’ just stand there. You
feel the excitement of live theatre as you
watch the arrival, one after the other, of
fabulously costumed and outrageously
liber ated long-haired men (and now, hap~
plly, women) all looking as thougﬁ
had just passed through some msanely
sinister time machine that took them first
to the thirties, then to theforties,thento
the fifties, thentothe sixties andmw fin-
ally, wearmg souvenirs of all their tra-
vels deposited them right here in the
seventles right atyour feet, ]ust for your
pleasure.

Of the performing groups, the *‘Angels
of Light'" (still in San Franc1sco) arethe
most creative, This is a continually
changing group of people, acoreof whom
live together on Church Street hereinthe
city. It seems that anyone who feels they
have something exciting to say to the
people can join the troupe, Their shows
are given once a month andthey arefree,
Free to the people. Until a month or so
ago the ** Angels'* gavetheir shows (com-
plete with free fruit and wine) in a huge

old loft at 330 Grove Street, Thislofthas |

sinee been denied them and they arenow
looking for another place to perform. If
they don't find one by the next show
they'll certainly go to the parks or the
street corners, Their showshappenonce
a month, on or near the full moon.
This from a friend about the Earth-
quake show the *‘Angels’ gave a few
months back:
“*Ar 330 Grove Street I walk up
three flights of stairs to an enormous loft,
Already there are more than a hundred
guests sitting around or finding comfort-
able places to watch the show. 'ITzzy re
passing around joints and wine, rappin é
eating free oranges and bread and roast
corn, Most guests will sit on thefloor or
lean against the wall, but there are some
overripe sofas and chairs available.
Members of the troupe are walking a-
round, chatting with their guests, Hibis-
cus, one of the original *‘Cockettes
who left the group when they started
charging for their talent and joined the
free *‘Angels of Light'" climbs on the
makeshift stage to fiddle with a micro~
phone, Hibiscus -- abeautiful young man,
multicolored feathers covering his gnld-
en beard, an elaborate whitecrepe paper
headdress four feet high, four feet across
giving the appearance of a2 wonderful Coc-
teau lion in heels and a filmy white gown,
has a magic that takes your breath away...
“*Someone is zunmgthe piano, some-
one else is firting colored jels to stage
lights, By now the loft is packed and the
show is about to begin, I make myway to
the side of the stage, by the dressing
room to watch the show up close, Being
a Leo (albeit 2 quiet one) I am anxious
to be able to stand among the troupe and
listen to their chatter and lose myselfin
their feathers and sequins and crepe pap-
el
**Allen Ginsberg is here this even-
ing as part of the troupe, He will sing
some of the Blake poems that he has set
to music, poems that will have every-
one singmng, Now |lt‘, SJ.T.Tll'lL‘ Ol a mat
beside me, talking wuh a thin, intense
boy. Aller is wearing a bree:n wig, a
stiff one that looks as though it had once
belonged to a mannequin, His face is
painted white, his lips ruby Tred. He is
wearing a translucent pale green shift, It
is his first time in genderfuck, A little
later during the evening, with a Chinese
Empress to my left, Sister Cocaine (a

mad nun) leaning against the wall behind
me nibbling an ear of corn and Ginsberg
disguised as a sea nymph standing tomy
right, I feel very much in costume with
my undecorated beard, sailor cap, dull
blue bellbottoms and pfam jacket,

‘‘The show begins with a celebration
to Spring, one using the entire troupe-
most dressed as flowers, some as bunny
rabbits, dancing around uns:ag;e, singing
and laughing and so full of good humor
that I find myself singing along withthem,
as I'm supposed to, The rabbits beg;ln
dry-humping each other and the flowers
rather than being shocked, help as mucl‘:
as they can by spreading rabbit legs, pos-~
itioning bodies, etc, This gives Gmsberg
a chance to *set up’ on stage while the
troupe gathers around him, The costumes
here are truly fantastic, They are ob~
viously homemade, obviously cardboard
and crepe paper and sequins and feathers
--no tears shed if they're crushed or
trampled; made by anyone who wants to
help worn by anyone who wants to
wear thfn, added to and taken from by
whoever happans to be wearingone at the
time, Pieces that fall from one costume
are either added to another or kicked a-
side, Costumes that are worn out on the
streets as well as in the theatre,

*“Ginsberg sings a poem by Blake
and catches on the line *‘Merrily, Mer-
rily We Welcome In The Spring' to use
as a mantra that soon has the entire
audience singing, When the troupe be-
gins to dance around him, most of the
guests also begin to darice and frolic
and the whole loft turns into a wild and
innocent pagan bacchanal, , .

“* ‘They're selling baloney sand-
wiches back there,’ Harlow say says, vis-
ibly miffed, She stands beside me now,
talking to another member of thetroupe
Harlow is a very attracnvesma.ll,blonde
woman, looking very much like her name-
sake, $he is dressed for her ‘Alice In
Wonderland® number in anemerald green
sequined one~piece bathing suit type cos-
turme with matching Cuban heels and she
is upset because a long-haired hip cap-
italist has set up a table in the back of
the loft and is selling sandwiches to the
hungry audience, *Baloney sandwiches on
white bread,' she says, face contorted,
hands on hlps. *We give away food here,
everything is free,” Between nmnbers
she climbs on stage to talk to the aud-
ience, ‘Look,’ shesays,‘I'm sorry about
the mistake, Someone back there is sel-
ling sandwiches. We don't know anything
about it, he's not part of our group, We
really apologlze for this, We try to give
you free food whenever we can afford it.
We're really sorry about this misunder-
Standmg.

**A short while later, during another
number by Ginsberg, a roar of applause
and cheers from the back of the room, I
look over in timeto seethe sandwich man
steal away, folding table under his arm,
uneaten bafoney sandwiches heading for
the freezer,"

The showsin San Francisco, on stage
and on the streets, are wild and mostly
improvised, I learn from friends in New
York that Genderfuck (there called Cos-
mic Drag) is only now beginning to leave
parties and happenings and reach the
streers, In Los Angeles 1 know that the
only time one dressed in Genderfuck was
to attend the Gay Liberation Front's
“Funky Dance'', Nowthat the dances have
(,hanc,ed 1 know of only one personthere
who will glitter his beard, put his long
hair up in a french twist, don a flowered
robe and visit the **Safeway’’.

Well, it only takes one person
to start a movement, What are you
wearing today?

--=A.D,



LOOKIng at
Pornography

Gay Liberation publications usually
take a *‘beneath contempt'' approach to
gay porno novels, If mentioned at allthey
are usually airily dismissed with the
usual cliches of “‘sexist, capitalist ex-
ploitation'’ - the other side of the coin
from the sickening adulation such books
almost invariably receive in the gay es-
tablishment press, I thought it would be
interesting to review briefly a few of
these books from the viewpoint of a
gay liberationist,

Traditionally the chief function of
porno novels is to enable the reader to
enter into a fantasy world where he is
able to sexually relate in some way and
relieve his sexual tensions by solitary
sex to orgasm, Now the ideal presented
by gay liberation is asituation where gay
brothers and sisters are ableto commu-~
nicate with one another verbally, non-
verbally and sexually without I;eing.
unduly constricted by considerations of
age, beauty and other limitations which
are now so emphasized in the gay sub
culture, I feel we are evolving towards
this goal but it is still a long way off,

In the meantime we are faced with
the question of our sexual needs, If one
is unable to enter into meaningful, non
one-night-stands relationships such as
bars and baths out of recognition and
one-night stand relationships because of
circumstances of whatever nature, then
another sexual outlet , masturbation, will
increase in frequency, Religious conser-
vatives down through the centuries have
barred sex outside established norms,
How ironic it would be if we gay libera-
tionists fell into a similar “‘holier than
thou'’ syndrome!

For gay porno novels I feel the cri-
terion should be: Does the book in ques=-
tion idealize gay institutions such as
bars and baths out of recognition and
stereotype gay roles? Do the characters
use one another impersonally? Using
these guidelines it must be said that
very few gay novels, pornographic or not,
qualify (with a *‘no’* answer to the above
questions). And if a book does qualify, is
it well written?

New York's Olympia Press (remember
Maurice Girodias of Paris fame!) has
recently published their Other Traveller
Series of gay novels; also other gay fic-~
tion and non fiction, Olympia presently
has ten titles in its Other Traveller
series. The most ambitious of these is
Dirk Vanden's All is Well, According to
the author this is not just *‘another sex
book with endless masturbatory scenes,,.
but was written to test my convictions
that gay people want to understand them-
selves and one another more than they
jack off,"

1.V, Ebbing's Sherbet and Sodomy is
a lightweight novel which bills itseli as
a sensuous, irreverent novel of a youn
cat (who)suddenly finds himself enmesh-
ed in the silken clutches of El1 Dahabi, an
Arab sect,,.'’ Larry Townsend's ’f_:htz
Scorpion Equation is a valiant but un=-
successful attempt at gay science fiction,
We certainly need a good science fiction
novel on a gay theme, (How about one of
a society where our gay liberationist
goals have beenattained? ) The only piece
of good writing in this genre which I've
seen is The World Well Lost, a short
story by Theodore Sturgeon.

Thenovel in the series with a theme of
greatest potentiality is Up Daddy by Karl
Flinders, It is a story ol how a father
of two teenage sons evolves into an
awareness of his own homosexuality
through sexual encounter with his off-
spring, Here was a chance to explore
the tabus of incest, but unfortunately
the writer never gets beyond the very
explicit sex scenes. And the ending is
a complete cop out: the boys marry
“two very attractive girls'’ shortly after
the death of their father, They get
‘““liberated’” into heterosexuality just
axi Messrs, Socarides and Bieber would
like.

Other Olympia books in the series
include Sookey, a mediocre, poorly
written novel Ey Angelo d' Arcangelo (of

notoriety); Rich~
ard Amory's Frost, which lacks the
charming, if consclous, naivete of his
Loon Song trilogy; Victor Jay's The Gay
Haunt stars the amorous ghost of a
andsome young gay stud’'s '’ deceased
lover - pretty awful reading; Larry
Townsend's Run, Little Leather Boy,
follows a "s'pﬁfed, horny youth down
black leather paths.'' Rathergothic
sexual scenes, little liberation, John
Francis Hunter's The Gay Insider isan
underground gay guide to New York
mostly the usual gay ghetto scenes, He
does include an impartial chapter on New
York’s gay activist movement, Overall,
his personal digr\essions are somewhat

intrusive, chacun a son gout,
Acompiete Tistof titlesisavailable on

request from Olympia Press,
-Winston Leyland
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SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT

GAY LIFE

MISSING PERSON:

by Morgan Pinney

Arthur, age 21, black hair, brown eyes, 5 ft, 10 in, Last

seen leaving my apartment, Please come back. I need you, I need someone,

His real name is not Arthur., And the
description is otherwise disguised, But
he did exist in my life for afew hours one
evening last week. And now he's gone
forever, I guess, He didn't actually pro=
mise to call, but I hoped he would.

1 met him on the street and we had a
very loving evening, talking and finding
common interests, 1 guess it might be
called ‘‘love,” this feeling I have about
him ~=- at least it's as much love as one
can develop in a few hours, But more
realistically, it's just the fact that I
found someone very nice, someone who
I wanted to get to know better, someone
with whom I wanted to share things.

Damnit! 1 don't want to marry him, I
don't want to possesshim, to own him,
to smother him, I don't want to set up
some isolated, monogomous enclave ag-
ainst the world, But damnit! I don't
want to be so terribly, terribly lonely
anymore either, I'd be perfectly happy to
enter into deep, meaningful relationships
with many people, But I haven't even
been able to find one, so don't begrudge
me the desire to find just one someone
to loye.

urely out of all those tricks there
would be someone who wanted to do inore
than just have sex; surely one could ex-
pect that someone would feel as lonely
as I, would want to share things with
someone else, would want to work at

loving someone else, Bur, instead, we |

are left with the phenomenon called Gay

Life, wherein we meet in such ways
11 are only suited to having sex and

whic
no more,
It's not that I'm condemning street

cruising, or parks, or baths,or evenbars, |

Without them we'd be left as completely
sex starved as Victorian England, But
it seems as if we have come to accept
those institutions and the one-time-only
sex which they spawn as the norms
rather than as institutions bred by our
oppression, The thinking goes some~
thing like this: “I've got to be quick
and get this trick over with so that I can
get home to rest up for tomorrow night's
cruising,” Instead of trying to make the
trick at hand become tomorrow night's
friend, companion, love,

It baffles me how someone can give me
passionate and beautiful kisses, then make

delightful love -~ as if he cared about me f{\
as a person =-- and have no more in |’

mind than to cum and run., What kind
of people have we become who dispense

such passon and have no intention of |

cultivating deeper, lasting relationships?

A
i

There have just got to be other pmph|

walking around who are as lonely as I,
And the law of averages says that I've
tricked with many of them. And they
evidently didn’t find me initially repul-
sive at least, So, where have they all
gone? Why didn't any of them want to
persue my frie.ndship, my company, my
love?

I intend this as more than just a
sharing of my own head about life, but

e T

POLK $TREET

I get off the Polk Street bus several
blocks before my stop., To cruise, That's
what it is -- cruising, But in my mind
I just want to walk home slowly, In my

_ mind I picture meeting some nice young

man standing alongside a building and
we'll chat very harmoniously and we'll
walk on to my place, and, and, etc. And
someday far in the futu.re_, when he and

- I are still lovers, I'll be saying to some=-

one, **Oh, I met him one evening walking
It has never happened yet , of course -~

that happily ever after bit, Bur several
times my dream has become a reality

. for a couple of hours anyway,

But usually it's like this evening,
Meeting no one as I walk these few
blocks., And as I get closer to my street,
I'm more intense in my desire to meet
someone, Perhaps at that point it's a
matter of being a failure at this task of
cruising -- for now I tend more to re-
cognize it for what it is -~ cruising,

Maybe it's just that I don't want to
turn the corner and face the lonely a-
partment alone. But maybe there will
be a letter waiting from someone nice,
With that mind-diverting thought, I try
to leave Polk Street behind,

Home now, Same solitary scene, A
book, Sleep. Well, tomorrow is another
day.

I hope the sharing of these things will
strike some like chords in the heads of
my gay brothers, However, I think what
is important for us is to understand what
kind of people we have become, The in-
stitutions which we have developed -~ the
bars, the baths, the parks, the street
cruising -- have come out of our op-
pression, out of a self-hate which accepts
it as sufficient to have sex-only with a
person and not pursue him further, Then
we become accustomed to such encounters
as normal, We don't ask for anything
better and our institutions make it all
seem so right.

Maybe it's insufficient to attack the
bars, the baths, the street cruising
without examining ourselves and under-
standing the extent to which we accept
the milien of quick and frequent sexual
encounters as the norm, Maybe then we
can begin to revolutionize ourselves into
seeking out more meaningful, longer
relationships and working to have them
become something worthwhile,

C—;it.:r‘t;n

FAMILY

I spent Thanksgiving day with my
biological family; that is, I spent it
with my sister, Simi]arfy, my lover
spent the day with his sister. I cer-
tainly wanted to have my lover join my
sister and me, but he declined in favor
of feasting with his sibling (and did not
invite me),

A friend of mine drove out of the
city for the day to celebrate with his
biological family his mother and
sister, Of course, his sister brought
her husband and children to the gather-
ing, but my friend never even con-
sidered bringing his lover,

Straight couples do not break up to
have Thanksgiving meals with their re-
spective parental families, They cele-
brate together in the family unit they
have created or combine that unit with
some part of either parental unit; but
never do they seperate. However, if
we four are in any way typical, gays
casually wreck apart their homosexual
relationships in favor of the biological.
units from which they were born when
the word family is mentioned.

Let us not debate the relevance of
even observing such a thing as Thanks-
giving, That's not the point, The point
is that the four of us did chose to cele-
brate it in a traditional family way,
but our biological parental families won
out over our self-created homosexual
families, In doing so, we, once again
disavowed the validity of gay life and
helped to further, permanently estab-
lish our lives as second-best, transient,
flighty, unimportant -- all those words

Hahnld

WHY I AM
WHO I AM

I feel that I'm rather messed up sex-~
ually, Oh, not because I'm homosexual.
That's perfectly normal and natural, I
feel I'm messed up because I
want sex in such huge never satiating
quantities and because I want to commit
every nice-looking man to my bed, It
seems to me that I'm quite typical of
most of us in what we call “‘gay life,”
By contrast, intellectually, I feel that
sex ought to be just a part of a total in~
volvement with other people, not the
sole reason for a contact,

I think it's all a result of two factors
pushing on me from childhood: (1) the
**above ground,” church-sponsored atti-
tude of society that sex was basically a
bad thing to be engaged in only when ab-
solutely necessary, and then only with
much guilt; and (2) the advertising media

- which played on the thereby suppressed,
. ‘“‘underground’’ sexual needs by setting up

rather narrow sexual ideals and con-

\ vincing me that success and happiness
' meant achieving sex with that ideal type,

Thus life has been a matter of picking

~ out ideals in any’ given situation, then

staking my entire self-worth on my suc-
cess at committingzk thatr person to bed.
Naturally, these *‘tricks’ prove generally
unsatisfying and I go back to the street
trying to be a *‘success' once again,

But all of this is exactly the same trip
we go through daily in relation to buying
material things in stores., The media
convinces us that success and happiness
(including sexual success) can be had by
buying certain products. Yet even those
of us who feel we have shaken that mater-
ialistic bag don't seem to realize that
we're still collecting sexual *‘things'
even if we're not still collecting material
things, - The reason is the same; it's a
matter of rather screwed -up notions of
what success and happiness are all about,

A cock in the mouth becomes a vit=-
tual phallic pacifier, It may not be suc-
cess or happiness but it will do until the
real thing comes along, Of course, we
probably won't recognize the real t’hing
when it does come along because we're
too used to the substitute,

How much better it would be if T could
be content without having sex in such fre-
quent and large amounts, biding my time

- until sex happened as part of a total

intimate relationship,Ah, then it would be
sweet indeed.

THANKSGIVING

we use fto describe and lament the
phenomenon we call *‘gay life.”

On so many occasions -- such as
Thanksgiving -- we demonstrate that
we really do believe all of those nega-
tive things about ourselves and our gay
life, My friend is always wondering
why gay life has none of the stability
and positive values that straight family
life does, He wonders why we cruise
so much, trick so casually, dishonor
commitments to each other, He need
only look to his own actions for the an-
swer, We don't actually believe that
we are of any value or that a life based
around homosexuality is fulfilling --
and then we go right oumr and make it
all a reality by our actions,

It's true enough that a straight so-
ciety has laid this hideous self-hate
trip on us, But it is equally true that
we keep it going without much assis-
tance from them, And more impor-
tantly: they sure as hell aren't going
to get us off of this nightmarish merry-
go-round; only we can do that, We
must truly carve out a new life, totally
different from that which we see all
around us, We must constantly work
to make it a reality that Gay is Good.
At every possible point, we must make
those moves which re- af,firm our homo=
sexual relationships -- and we must do
so in the face of innumerable aspects
of our culture which tell us differently,
Only we can liber ate ourselves,

One suggestion? Let's make certain
that we spend Christmas with our gay
families,
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That those people are really going to

support you no matter what's happened
to you they're going to empathize with
you and feel some of your own problems,

Winston: I don't think that there ever is
a total solution to the problem of lone-
liness either for gay people or straight
people. If you're in love with someone
there is still going to be loneliness at
times.

Zack: 1 think that’s been one of the failings
of the gay lib movement. We have put
all our stress on problems of personal
liberation, And we've been trying to
liberate ourselves out of problems that
have no solution, This problem of

flighty relationships, it seems so futile
to me to try to solve it by encounter
methods, William Blake wrote a poem
thatsums up the gay scene:

He who ties to himself a Joy,
Does the winged Life destroy;

But he who kisses the Joy as it flies,
Lives in Eternity’s sunrise,

Morgan: The hesitation 1 have when you
guys talk about gay rap is that it sounds
like one of these answers to everything,
sounds like Nirvana, like you've found the
Holy Grail, But you're hurting yourself
if you think that something like that is
going to answer all your questions, I
mean it can help, but don't expect it to
work miracles, or you're going to be hurt,
You're going to be disillusioned and your
trick is going to be over.

Mark: 1 see your point, Maybe people
should temper themselves and not expect
to find the absolite, the Ultimate Trick.

Morgan: That's rigit, Idon’tthinkthere's
ever a solution to loneliness, which is the
basic problem we're talking about. It's
a constant working at it - going to gay
rap one night, living with a lover, They
all help, they all deal with loneliness
but they don't answer loneliness,

Mark: Well, I think that's all related to
the genera.l’ problem of alienation which
crosses all kinds of groups. It's not just
peculiar to gay people, although it may-
be a bit more acute since there is so
much oppression, But I think that it

is solvable, or at least can be remedied,

Lee: I think that all gay people are very
lonely and very frustrated by their inab-
ility to cope with loneliness. Alotof people
are really trying to find ways of covering
it up.

Winston: I think so many people try 1o get
rid of their loneliness and get caught up
in the bar syndrome. On the surface they
may appear to get rid of the loneliness.
They're laughing with people joking per-
haps, but deep down it’s still there. For
manv people, of course, there are no
alternatives and so they ask“why do you
criticize the bars?'” Maybe gay lib has
criticized the bars too much, We've got
to provide alternatives, There are so
few alternatives, even here in San Fran-
cisco. There are a few gay dances, gay
rap, Gay Sunshine, a few small community
centers - Emmaus House, MCC for some
people. Isn't this a function of Gay
Sunshine - to promote this kind of thing,
to have articles on alternativesthat people
can get involved in?

Morgan: And I think that a very basic
hangup among male homosexuals in gay
life is not unique to male homosexuals.
The basic problem is sexually objectify-
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ing each other, regarding sex as a suc-
cess item where we have to make it to
succeed Those are all things that are
not new to us, they are in society in
general, Sexual objectification of women
happens all the time,

Lee: Ithink that gay women are certainly
getting themselves together a lot better
than gay men are throughout the country.
And getting involved inthe women's move-
ment has been an important factor in
gay women's development,

Winston: Gay women have been able to-

get involved in women's liberation without
being absorbed or coopted. How many gay
people have been able to get involved in
the socialist parties, for example, and

been able to assert their identity? The
straight political role has been uppermost.

Zack: I saw the editor of People's World
in the Stud the other night,
(laughter)

Lee: Why is it that there is no longer
any gay liberation in San F rancisco where-
as it is thriving in other areas?

Winston: In_ big cities, such as New
York and Chicago, GLF has died out.
The active groups that we have in most
of these cities are groups such as the
Gay Activist Alliance in New York City.
Gay libs on campuses are strong, such as
Cornell University GLF and University of
Kansas GLF, But in the big cities the
GLF s went through a stage and dissolved.
I was involved in the GLF in the Bay
Area, It was a complicated situation,
1 think a few people monopolized meetings
week after week with monologues and
diatribes and it was a platform for
peovle on very strange trips, The rest
of us were unwilling to stop them as
we should have,

Morgan: Thequestion Iwantto ask, counter
to that, is why do we need organization?
Aren't you on an old-fashioned establish-
ment trip to relate to organizations? Isn't
the revolution going on among people?

Winston: It's personal in great part but

I think we've got tohave some colesiveness,

It's not a complete anarchistic thing.
There has to be some form of basic
structure, although I don’t want to be
over structured, We've all experienced
that, But I think GLF was unstructured
to the point where a few people could
come in, take it over and destroy it,
which is what has happened to GLFs
in many of the cities of the country.,
This happened in Gay Sunshine to some
extent after the first five issues, Then
we took some steps to try to counter it,
to try to get some kind of cohesive group
with basic structure but not overstruct-
ured, so that a few people on their own
ego trips couldn’'t destroy it.,

Lee: When I moved to San Francisco
a lot of gay people seemed antagonistic
towards the whole idea of gay liberation,
Some of these people had been on very
heavy trips, bringing the stigma of disap-
proval of gay liberation inSanF rancisco,
That was the real beginning of factionalism
in the radical gay community of San
F rancisco.

Winston: Perhaps part of the answer
is what has happened in Los Angeles
where the gay lib movement has evolved
into service groups., The gay community
center provides services for gay comm-
unity, Still a good core of the people
involved in that are radical, reaching out
to other segments of the gay community.
They are not staying in a radical ghetto.
They still have a radical perspective on

things but are trying to get rid of the
radical rhetoric. This has been a good
evolution,

Morgan: The radical perspective says
don’t eliminate job discrimination but do
away with alienating jobs, do away with
moneyed people running the country and
defining what jobs are,

Another good example is SIR's year-long
fight to permit gays to be taken into the
military: that we shouldn't be discrim-
inated against., The radical perspective
says that’s not where it's at, The system
doesn’t change, we just get absorbed into

it,
%%

W ow W ok & e ol

Morgan: Is that the way you feel person-
ally, Lee, that things are falling apart
in the Bay Area gay community? Are
you looking too much towards organiza-
tions?

Lee: In the Bay Area I don't see any
evidence that gay liberation has made

much of an impact in people’s lives,
I see it in a few individuals here and
there, but when I look at the gay comm-
unity” as a whole in San Francisco I
don't see that gay lib has had that much
of an impact

Morgan: I've thought for a long time that
San Francisco probably is not the place
where true gay liberation is going to
make great stands, because we have the
history of being a very liberal city, It's
been a very good city for homosexuals;
that is, our ghetto has been defined, It's
been a better ghetto than anyplace else
but it's still a ghetto, So we think we
have it really good. What it takes maybe
is a place like Los Angeles where the
oppression is really obvious and really
piggish, But here in San Francisco
we have Elliot Blackstone and police
community relations,

Lee: This should be a very liberated
climate. You walk into gay bars and
people are just as uptight there as they
are anywhere else,

Morean: The point is that you can't ex-
pect to be liberated in a non-liberated
territory which gay bars are,

Lee: Why can't we create a liberated
gay bar?

Morgan: We could call a bar liberated
on the outside, on the signs: *‘Liberated
Gay Bar,” B’u: that doesn't make it
liberated; the people who come in there
have to have their heads in a little

different place,

Lee:You'd expect the hip bars to bemore
liberated,

Morgan: I wouldn't at all, I think certain
bar owners have said, *‘we can make
money by catering to such and such a
crowd) let’s do it,"”" They paint over our
old pictures and pur up new ones, but
the cash register still rings.

Lee: I think too many of our relation-
ships are based on the economic sys-
tem: we're all competitive, trying to-
get on top of each other

(no pun intended).
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Thanks for your letters andthe maga-
zine and for the gay lib buttons. all
very, very kind of you and we all over
here appreciate very much, Last week-
some of the guyshere appearedon TV and
all wore the buttons,

In Norway the goverment now has
presented a new bill, which should com-
Pletely abolish discrimination of homo-
sexuality., Age of consent put to 16
years, as for heterosexual relations, A
similar bill is gping to be discussed
here in November (though age limit
15 years, as that is the present one
for heterosexual relations) but I doubt it
will have any chance to go through as
it is proposed by one member of the par-
liament only - of the conservative party!
Unfortunately the socialists almost al-
ways say no to suggestions of the con-
servative side - and they've got the
majority, Generally the conservatives
don't have many brilliant ideas,that is
true (it's a rather small party) but
surely there are exceptions, Anyhow we
have been providing the parliament mem-
bers with material, the Dutch Speijer
report etc and hope they will read it,
We alsohad demonstra:ions, conferences
and press meetings,

I noticed the article about Sex in
Prison i No 9) and it was
mentioned that Finland allowed or would
allow sex relations between prisoners
and their wives or women, That is
not true, Finnish prisons are very
hackwa.rd, even in that respect, In
Sweden, however, sex is allowed in pri-
sons and special rooms are ready for
prisoners receiving visits from their
wWomen and in some cases from their
friends. This is of course a very
important thing if you want to talk about
rehabilitation, Though it has not been
functioning too well here,

' The attitude toward sex is still rather
puritanc al and negative here, The
authorities can then be as radical asthey
like, there is much resistance from in-
dividuals, wardens, inprisonsetc, This
is of course not only a problem for

prisoners, the same applies to hos-

pitals, where patients have to stay for
longer times, in homes for retarded per-
sons etc, How this idea that sex should
be allowed in these cases works in
practice hasheen investigated this year

and published in a book Sex, Tender-

pess, Poverty, which has muc
discussed, 'fhe trend in prisons is

to in future only in special cases allow
sex relations with outsiders, but instead
to give the prisoners weekend off already
after a very short time and then reg-
ularly, because most prisoners prefer to
have : ‘sex outside of prison, In hospi~-
tals generally and homes of the kind, sex
is generallytolerated, sometimes by the
younger staff even encouraged, but in
most places they lack places where they
can havecomblete privacy, Only a few
hospitals can offer this, But they gen-
erally now mix male and female patients
(though not in the bedrooms) and thus
give more chances to natural contacts,
It is also said that homosexual friends
should be welcome as sex partners as
well as heterosexual partners, Generally
it is not too difficult to find a homosexual
sex partner in prison or in hospitals,
or better find someone willing to en-
gage in homosexual activity, but many
homosexuals prefer of course their
friends from outside to come,

So back to the activities this summer,
There has been this violent conflict
between the Union and the clubs which
1 have written about, 1 belonged to
the committee, which should find a sol-
ution, that is’ a new program, organ-
ization etc for the union. All summer
we worked on it and toured the clubs
and others to have suggestions andideas.
The result was presented at an extra
meeting with the RFSL in September,
The main changes are two: the aim will
no longer be to make *‘‘homosexuals'
accepted in society, but in cooperation
with other groups change society so
that difference in personality as well
as in race, religion etc is seen posit=
ively and not discriminated, And mainly
to fight for the rigit of the individual
to develop positively -~ for him - his
sexual pattern, to give information in
sex questions and help people find con-~
tacts of all kinds., The details are
being worked out by another committee,
to which I also belong, This work is
most interesting, So many of the par-
ticipants are still stuck in the belief
that homosexualtiy and acceptance of it
is a medical problem, instead of really
taking the consequences of what they say
themselves, that homosexuality isequal-
ly morally correct as heterosexuality and
thus acceptance of it is a political
question,

ITALY

In Italy there are no particular laws
against homosexuality., The crime of
corrupting minors and obscene acts in
public places is the same both for
homosexuals and for heteros, But this
condition, which might appear equal
isn't reafly so. Gays are considered
exactly as in countries where repressive
laws are in force, less equal than the
others, sometimes ‘‘tolerated'’ as far
as they remain in their places, They
must accept degrading roleswhich our
sexist and hetero-structured societyhas
given them, As it is a capitalist soc-
iety, rich gays are better tolerated than
the poor ones; the first will be called
extravagant, the second just dirty people,
This is the role Italian gays have always
accepted or suffered,

The end, the greatest hope of a life
has always Peenthat of being“accepted,‘
of feeling socially recognized. To hide
one's gayness has been till today the
main rule of all gays, Of course there
are certain branches of activities where
it's possible to forget those rules (show
business, fashion, art,..) but for the most
gays the most intense and impelling
impulse has been to hide, The anal-
ysis which applied to other countries
might apply to Italy too: an intolerable
life in small towns, the hope, with an
escape, to rich big cities, "Bur real
life in big cities reveals very soon all
its power to produce alienation and neu=-
roses, Better facilities of encounters,
an anonymous life which may satisfy
those who have given up the fight and
are pleased with very little personal
satisfaction,

But all this begins to be insufficient,
We are beginning to talk of gay power.
What hasbeen happening in other coun-
tries enlightens our minds and we are
looking at our lives withdifferent eyes,
we are beginning to want, to claim what
has been too long denieé: we will live
as human beings, The difficulties are
enormous: two thousand years of habit~
forming slavery to be destroyed. The

feeling that time has come to create
(or indeed to wake-up) a new GAY gives
us a strength nobody thought of having,
We start to get together first in Turin
then in Milan then in Rome (but how
many others might be doing the same in
other towns in Italy?) We analyze our
predicament of an oppressed minority,
the role imposed on us by hetero-soc-
iety, It seems unbelievable that we have
suffered for such a long time a humil-
iating status withour even protesting,
The analysis of Italian political sit~
uation sends away many of us who, not
having a radical stand in political mat-
ters, are more fearful of straights' reac-
tions, We have no allies, The fascist
rightists want to outlaw us (and it
couldn't be otherwise). The moderates
are in favour of maintaining the status-
quo, that is to continue a life withou
Gay Pride, mimiking absurd hetero-
roles. The leftists, who nonetheless lead
a strong campaign against the reaction-
aries forces ignore us completely, We
are not a political force, therefore we
are not a problem. Even the groups:
of the extra-parliamentary left really
the only revolutionary forces fn Italy,
reject any revolutionary approachto sex,
Women's Lib Movements are full
of fear of being considered lesbians,
Therefore they refuse any alliance with
us in our battle for sexual liberation,
But we have started to understand
what means to feel free and it is a
feeling of no return, We have learned
gay is beautiful if you live as a free
human being. We have founded a move-
ment and we called it FUORI (Fronte
unitario omosessuale rivoluzionario it-
aliano; that means: Italian Revolutionary
Homosexual Unitarian Front), We call
for the support of all revolution ary Ital-
ian gays and of all hetero-revolutionar-
ies, Our liberation is also theirs,
Love and Revolution to all our
Sisters and Brothers in the whole world,

-= Angelo Pezzana
Torino

The other important change was that
RFSL (Swedish Union for Sexual Equal-
ity) is not any longer concentrated in
Stockholm, Board members can live
anywhere in the country, board meetings
shall be held at different places and not
be a secluded thing, but be entirely
open and follow an open debate with the
local group, Elections will be held
yearly for all posts and by represen-
tatives of the various clubs. At this
extra conference a new board was elec-
ted, but after the old principles, that
is one person one vote, This made the
Stockholm group very strong as it was
in Stockholm it was held, The conser-
vative Stockholm group did a very ugly
thing there, as they presented their
candidate for the job as chairman just
before the elections, and he was com-
pletely unknown to all who came from
other parts of the country. But he was
elected as the conservative group had
got together, Not to choose the one who
was elected, but to prevent the other
candidate, a gay liberation man, from
being elected, It was all OK, but the

representatives from other cities were
mad, because they thought the conser-
vative group could at least have presented
their candidate a week or more earlier
so they would have had achanceto put
questions to him and know what he
stands for, Because this man was elec-
ed, several of the gay lib people did
not want to join the board and every-
thing threatened to end in a mess.
But at last a board was elected and in
fact the radical line is much more
represented in the board than the con-
servative one, In February of 1972 a

new board will be elected again and that
time after the new rules, which will
be more fair, After the extra congress,
the gay lib people have shown that they
support the present board and work well
together with us, so the threat of inside
fight is gone,

A week after the exira congress
a conference was held in Gothenburg
with official debate, demonstrar.ion, leaf-
lets and discussions and wonderfiil Kim
Friele, the information secretary in Nor-
way, was there to speakaboutself-accep-
tance,

I was elected interational secretary
in the new board, A job I like and
around which there are no fights, for-
tunately,

A psychologist in Bollnas , horthern
Sweden, has recently declared that he
managed to *‘cure’” two homosexual men
with electric shock treatment. This has
arisen a great debate in the Swedish
press, Mostly against the method, but
it is tragic to see thar so many jour-
nalists, who pretend they are unpreju-
duced, “still use words such as cure and
see tﬁe job as positive, The psychol-
ogist himself had stressed that it was not
a question of curing as he did not see
homosexuality as an illness,

This ledto adebatein television abour
**curing’” homosexuality and I am sorry
to say, our men did not come with great
arguments against it. This open trend
in Sweden still is so new, they need
a lot more knowledge,

-=Michael Holm
Editor, REVOLT
Teckomatorp, Sweden

Guays Marsh in Danmeas

EUROPEAN _GAY REPORTS

GERMANY

Gay groups in Germany are not
liberation groups, They are not militant
and not radical, One may sya, they are
not activist - bur they work in a care-
ful and rational way. 1 am personally
Sorry to say “national’* because IHWO
(International Homophile World Organi-
zation) has already a great title but
does not intend to become liberated from
a special kind of German nationalism,
IHWO club center in Hamburg tries
to get acceptance for German gays by
the so called heterosexuals, tries to
finish discrimination, There are dis-
cussions, private talks, reports , monthly
informations and even some exhange of
ideas with COC Netherland, Ilona Steur-
er, Austria and *“Forbundet,” Denmark,

But always IHWO seems to look in-
side, to go straight , to conform with this
government, It does no frighten the
conservative peoples by militant idioms
and hides behind the typical slogan: mili-
tant and radical is bad for the image of
German gays,”” They do not want gay
power bit to remain under their well-
educated and carefully covering mask
formed by states and governments for
hundreds of years, There is no gay re-
volution, there is only gay help, Gay
doctors ‘and lawyers try to help gays and
gay prisoners to get a job and boardin%
to become free from djscrirm'nation, to
get emancipated characters, Burthere is
no Martha Shelley who acts with dynamic
force to awaken straights, There are
already persons whom one does not know
whether they are geniuses or mad, They
are indeed full of natural and progres-
sive activity - I personally know them -
but they are forced down by conservative
German gay groups like THWO and the
basic gay student groups atthe universi-
ties, And that isthe situationin Germany:
IHWO and the gay students fear to lose
what German gays have won, They live
under the permanent stress of that fear
and the result is that they create a sub-
culture in the degenerate, conservative
German culture, They do not want that
themselves, but they feel forced bytheir
ovwn unhappy situation,

German gay students come together
to form basic groups ar their univer-
ities, HSM Muenster, HSM Koeln and
HAG Bochum publish ‘a magazine Kak-
tuse, Munichworkstogether with maga-
zine Him of Hamburg. They make a
fine intellectual and scientific workshop,
full of fresh and young ideas, psycholo-
gy reports, discussion and meetings,
But that is all. There is not yet any
actions which show concretely the re-
sult of an emancipated homosexuality,
They are helpless and finish an action
before they begin it. They do not
dare to show and integrate a culture
produced by their full gay character,
All they do is to write and discuss,
But do homosexuals in this way become
understood by heterosexuals ? Straights
only smile and accept,

One may say German gay activists
only prepare action, but they do not dare
action - due to their conservative feel-
ings,

You had a typical example for the
character of German intellectual gays
in Gay Sunshine No 9, Like that
letter of Johannes Werres on page 2
shows - they explain and explain and
discuss and discuss,..Therefore they
come together, Then they leave one
another still strangers because they did
no act together, They are not yet
sufficiently brothers and sisters to
become a Gay Liberation Front, They
will only get liberationist. when they
come together to demonstrate their mil-
itant activities and produce and show
their fine homophile arts,

Him is Germany’s representative homo-
phile magazine, The publishers prepare
intensively militant and radical gays for
progressive actions. But also Him does
not dare action, this most fabulous paper
only prepares action, It is a school-
book for all gays - surely worth to be
international, Next year Himp intends
to start a congress which will unite
German gays to prepare for the next
Bundestagswahl in 1973,

“Do not make your own nest dirty!"

So some of my gay friends asnwered me,

when I openheartedly told them my ideas,

But their words mean subculture and

not liberation. The possibility to pro-

claim natural gay life in Germany is

limited by the nationalism of the exis-
ting gay groups,

-= Eckart Ranke
Hamburg, W. Germany
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periodicals
Gay Liberation or gay activist public-
ations are starred

THE ADVOCATE Box 74695 Los Ang-
eles, Cal, 90004, $7.50/26 issues. Bi-
y national gay paper.
ARCADIE 61 rue du Chateau d’Eau,
Paris 10, France. “‘Revue Litteraire et
Scientifique’*. Monthly. Overseas:55F /1y
CALIFORNIA SCENE, P,O, Box 2603‘2,
Los Angeles, Cal, 90026, 50¢ copy. Mon-
thly,
*CIBIHCAGO GAY ALLIANCE NEWSLET-
TER. 171 W, Elm, Chicago, I11, 60610.
COLUMNS NORTAWEST. P.O, Box
99002 Magnolia Sta, Seattle, Wash., 981?9.
$4 year, Monthly magazine of the Dorian
Society.
*COME OUT! Box 233, Times Sq. Sta.
340 W, 42nd St. NYC 10036, $6/12 issues.
Quarterly gay paper. i
#COME TOGETHER, 5 Caledonian Rd.,
London N.1., England, $4.10/10 issues,
Paper of London GLF.
DRAG QUEENS, A Magazine about the
Transvestite. P,0,Box 538, NYC 10009,
$5/4issues.
ENTERTAINMENT WEST, P.O, Box
20967, Los Angeles, Cal. 90006, $6.60
26 issues. Bi-weekly.
#F AG RAG. c/o Red Book Store, 91
River St., Cambridge, Mass, 02’139.
20¢ copy. Sporadically published paper
of Boston GLF,
GAY, Box 431, Old Chelsea Sta., NYC
10011, $7/13 issues, Bi-weekly nation-
al paper.
3GAY ACTIVIST, P.O, Box 2, Village
Sta, NYC 10014, $2.50/12 issues, News=
letter of Gay Activists Alliance,
*GAY LIBERATOR, P.,O, Box -631-A,
Detroit, Mich, 48232, $2,50/12 issues,

Gay paper.

GPU NEWS, PO, Box 90530, Milwau~

kee, Wisc. 53202, Newsletter of Gay

People's Union,

*GAY SUNSHINE, P,O, Box 40397, San

Francisco, Cal, 94140. $3.75/12 issues.
" Bi-monthly national paper of gay mil-

A — - Te= -l: issm 1_9 a\'ailable..

e P-oa Box 402, S.F. Ca.

94101.

H.E.L.P. PO, Box 3007, L.A, 90028
Newsletter of Homophile Effort for
Legal Protection,
HIM, Postbox 248,D-2000 Hamburg 4,
W, German}'.

F*HOMOSEXUAL INTRANSIGENT, 127
Riverside Dr, NYC 10024, $4/12 issues,
Newsletter,

THE LADDER, Box 5025 Washington
Sta,, Reno, Nevada 89503. $7.50/year.
“By Lesbians, for Lesbians and all wo-
men concerned with full human rights.*
MANROOT, Box 982, S. San Francisco,
Cal, 94080, $3.50/4 issues, Poetry mag-
azine,

MOTHER, P,O, Box 8507 &anford, Ca,
94305, $3.50/year, Monthfy gay women's

paper,
NUNTIUS, 4615 Mt, Vernon, Houston,
Texas 77006, $4/12 issues, Monthly gay
paper,
THE OTHER VISION, c/o Benny Mc-
Adams, 604 Harthan, Austin, Texas 78703
$1/year, Quarterly gay literary mag-
azine,

PICKBUBE,. Lauerstrasse 1, 1 Berlin
41, Germany., German gay magazine,
*REVOLT, Box 91, 260 20 Teckomat-
orp, Sweden, kr75/f0 issues,
SEBASTIAN QUILL, 3345 17th St. San
Francisco, Cal. 94110. $1.50 /copy.
About twice a year. Poetry, graphics,
SISTERS, 1005 Market St, San Fran=-
cisco, Cal. 94103, $5/12 issues. Mon-
thly publication of D,0.B.

*SPECTRE, P.O, Box 305, Ann Arbor,
Mich, 48107. $2/year, Bi-monthly paper
of revolutionary Lesbians,

SPREE, 1545 N, Detroit St, Newslater,
largelypictorial, Free, (+-A)

*THE BODY POLITIC 65 Kendal Ave,
Apt, 8, Toronto 4, Ont, Canada, 2507
copy. A Gay Liberation paper.

opiate

ORTHODOX CATHOLIC (Syro-Chaldean)
Oratory of St. Francis, 1149 Hyde St.,
S.F, Mass 6 p.m, Sundays, Call 775-9590,
METROPOLIT AN COMMUNITY
CHURCH. Sunday service 1 p.m. Call
864-3576.

PSYCHEDELIC VENUS CHURCH.

PO, Box 4163, Sather Gate Sta,, Berkel-

ey, Cal,

CdUNCIL ON RELIGION AND THE
HOMOSEXUAL, S.,F. Call 776=-6300,
MISSION ARIES OF ST, AUGUSTINE,
3343 22nd St. S,F, 648-9772

Eucharistic Liturgy, Sundays 12 noon,
3 p.m,, 6 p.m,

Other services by appointment,

groups

GAY SUNSHINE COLLECTIVE puts out
the paper you are reading, We need
committed, creative gays to work with
us, Call 863-0779 or T7-5163, P,O,
Box 40397, S.F. 94140,

EMMAUS HOUSE INFO, CENTER 1488
Vallejo St., S.F, Info oncrashpads, jobs,
legal aid, gay events,

441-2181

MCC GAY COMMUNITY CENTER AND
SWITCHBOARD, 150 6th st, S,F, 864-3063
Emergency food, crashing, legal and
medical referrals, counselling, Open
24 hrs.

HOMOPHILE SOCIAL SERVICES P,O,
Box 886, S,F, 94101 Provides housing,
food, clothing, legal/medical referrals
for ‘gays, Call Fr. Bob Richards,
431-1541, Usual hrs.: 9.30a,m.~12 noon;
2p.m.-6p.m.

G A Y ROMAN CATHOLICS, Counsel-
ing, job referrals, etc, Call Tom Fry,
626-7780 S.F.

GAY ACTIVISTS ALLIANCE SF.
Meets 2nd Tues. of each month, Odd
Fellows Bldg., 26 Tth St., S.F, P.O,

Box 1528, S.F. 94101, 239-9001/864-8205

S.JF. CITY COLLEGE, Free Gay Stu-
dent Association. Meets weekly,

S.F., STATE COLLEGE GLF. Meets
weekly, Wed., 12 noon, Hut 8

DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, Gay women's
organization, 1005 Market St., SF.,
861-8689,

GAY POETS’ WORKSHOP meets Mons.
East Bay, Call Steve Berard, 548-2543

GAY FREEDOM ALLIANCE/GAY STU-
DENTS UNION, Cal State, Hayward, P,O,
Box 3935, Hayward, Cal, 94544, Meets
Weds,, lla,m,-lp,m,, Fine Arts Bldg.,
Rm, 247,

GAY RAP, 2012 Pine ., S.F. Tues.
night encounter and rap sessions, 8p.m.

GAY CRAFTS FAIR & FLEA MARKET,
Saturday, Dec, 18th, 10a,m,-2,a,m, 2012
Pine Sl:.', S.F. Gay people who want to
sell their wares may rent space for
$2 by calling Daniel, 471-6848 or Les,
T76-4579,

SECOND GAY RAP FILM FESTIVAL,
We need films and ideas, Call Lee,
441-2740 S.F.

GAY STUDIES PROGRAM, A 10 week
program covering many topics isinpre-
paration. Resource people needed. One
goal is to develop a gay studies curri=-
culum that can be promoted nationwide
on campuses in cooperation with N,G,S,C
Call Steve, 776-4579 S.F.

Anyone interested in providing Chris
mas cheer for a gay brother/sisté
in prison should contact Bob Richa
at 431-15418,F, He is planning to sel
Christmas parcels to gays in pri

A Search For The Wild, a new book
of poems by Victor Borsa, Fiddlehead
Poetry books, Frederiéton, N.B,
Canada,, 1971, $2 Paper,

LOS ANGELES

GAY COMMUNITY SERVICES CENTER
1614 Wilshire Blvd,, L.A, 213-482-3062,
Provides social services for the en-
tire gay community, Sponsors libera-
tion houses,

LIBERATION HOUSE/VAN NESS: 1322

Van Ness, L.A, Gay collective, Perma-

nent & temporary housing at $1,50/day

(includes 1 meal), Contact: Ralph Scha-

éfaer House Manager 213-464~9050,/464-
1

LIBERATION HOUSE/EDGEMONT: 1168
N, Edgemont, L.A, Gay collective, as
above. Contact Jim-Ed Thompson, House
Manager, 666-9301.

GAYWILL FUNKY SHOPPE &RECYCL-
ING CENTER, Griffith Park Blvd, at
Sunset, L.A, Open Wed.-~8un, , noon=-6p.m,
8p.m,~10p.m, Profits return to gaycom-
munity thru free social services of the
Gay Community Center,

L.A. GLF military affairs program:
counselling etc, 664-9743

SWITCHBOARDS

EMMAUS HOUSE GAY SWITCHBOARD,
San Francisco, 441-2181

MCC GAY SWITCHBOARD,

S.F, 864-3063

G.A.A. GAY SWITCHBOARD,
Brisbane/Southeast S.F,, 239-9001
PENINSULA GAY SWITCHBOARD,
854-3518, 125 Leland Ave., Menld Park
Gal. 94205,

7
g
1
i
F
5

chester Ave., Dorchester, Mass, 282-

Boston--Sudent Homophile efo
&, John's Church, 33 MLm-
ton, Mass, 401-0128/876-9560,

Boston--Homophile Leagas, Boston Ut
v, /o Student Activities, TISC -

Servic 12 Arlingron S,, Boston
Mass, (2Ub, 423-6398 /
m;tl).o.ﬁ., g:mmul::s. 02199,

i, 3

Buffalo--GLF 180 Peafl ., Buffalo,

N.Y, 14202,
Buffalo--GLF State Univ, of N.Y., Box

02140,

East Orange--Task Foroe on Gay Lib,
/o Israel Fishman, UpsalaCollege Li-
brary, E, Orange, N.J. 07091,

Fanwood, K.J, 07023,
Hackensachk--N.J, Gay Activist Alliance,
23 Bridge &,, Hackensack, N.J, 07601
artford--GLF /Kalos Soclety, P.C, Box
572, Hartford, Ct, 08101, (205547-0040,
Hartford--torth American Council of
Homophile Crganizations (N ACHO), ¢/o
Institute of Social Ethiics, P,0 Box 3417,
Central Sta,, Hartford, Conn, 06103,
Rhaca--GLF Gornell Univ,, 24 Willard
Sraight Hall, Ihaca, N, 14850 (807)
256-3720,
Jersey City--Gay Rights of People
Everywhere (GROPE), Jersey City
Sate College, N.J, 07305,
K pencr degr L

af lege le
Movement, c/o Frederick Reed, P.O,
Box 66, Kutzown, Pa, 19530,
Long IsTnd--Gay Activists Alliance, c/o
M,D.C, 334 Eagle Ave, W, Hempsiead,
Ly N.Y. 11552 (516} 455-u_1|i;1.

lege Parl, Md, 20742, 547-6005,
Mastapan--D,0,8, of New England
PO, Bow 243, Matapan Sa. ’Mass.
(2188,
New Bronswick--Suden Homophile
League, Hurgers Univ. RPO 2801,
NI, 08903,
New Brunswick--GLF of New Jersey,
P,O,Box 845, NB. N.T, 08901,
New Haven--GLF e/o Hank Major
22 Howard Ave,, New Haven, Ct, 06515,
New Haven--Gay Alliance of Yale, P.O,
Box 2031, New Haven, Cr. 08520,
rt-=GI Gay Liberation, c/o Celt
Grant, Potemldn Bookstors, 47 F are-
well ., Newport, R.L (2840,
Northampton--Gay Men's Collective, 22
Butler Placer Northan , Mass,
Mew York--Gay Aetivists Alllance, PO,
Box 2, Village Sta,, N,Y.C, 10014, (212)

L
e

Fanwood--D,0,8, of NJ, PO, Box 62 ,

989-2183,
New York--Gay Youh, cfo Church of
The Hol , 300 0th Ave. , N.Y.C.

New York--
10012 (221475-0870, .
New York--Mattachine Action Corps.
243 West End Ave. NYC 10023, @)

New York--Gay Revolmionary
‘orl
P,OHox 410, Old Chelsea Sa,
1001,
New York--Third World Gay Revolution,
GEYTTT-0618

New York--Radical Lesbians, @E)674~
L W
‘ork--Gay

l?sl'l‘e_ lfﬁs Both, S #5F, NYC 10022 @@

New York-=Gay People a City College,
/o Findlay Sudent Catr,, Convent Ave,
m W, 13%&h S, NYC 10031

New York--Gay People at Columbia,
Ear] Hall, R, 105, Columbia U, NYC,
10027,

New York--Gay Students Liberation,c/o
Religious Cutr/NYU, 2 .

 Chicago=-Mattachine Midwest, P.0, Box
924, Chicago, 11, 60690,
Chicago+-ONE P,0, Box 62, Chicaga, 11,

GOGE0,
Chicago--GLF  Urlv, of Chicago, ¢/o
Henry Wiemboff, 5301 =,
Chicago, 111, 60615, )

New York--Red Burterily Cell, P,0, Box
Y York~-]

-3445, Grand Central a,, HYC 10017
New York-- Queens Liberation Fromt,
2a,

NYC .
N,Y,--Liberation House Collsctive: Gay
Care Center, 101 Perry &,, 2 NYC
New York--American Orthodox
300 9th, Ave, NYC, 10025,
Penn Suate--HOPS: Homophiles of Pean
%e, P.0, Box 218, Ste College, Pa.
16801,

xa., , 5
DeKalb--GLF Northern Ill. Univ, ¢/o
 Swdent Activities, Box T4, Univ, Cen-
ter, Dekalb, 11, 6415,
Detrolt-~Gay  Activists, P.0Box 6314,
Detroir, Mich, (E13)833-1507,
Detroit--M,C.C, & Gay Yowh, 3025 E,
Grand Bivd,, 209, Detroir, (313874~
Detroft--ONE P,O, Box 7928, Kercheval
&a., D Mich,
g e e BN
Vi
5 Mich, 4852, @
. Evanston--GLF Northern Univ. c/o J.
4 Yon Cranebrock, Apt, 2 East, 724 §,
Ave, Evanston, 111, soghe. @2)
451-9029,

Indianapolis-—-GLF c/6 Chuck A

Pr L& on Sex-
ual Civil Liberties, ¢/ Dr, Arthur C,
Warner, 88 Olden Lane, Princston, N.J,

Providence--GLF Brown Univ,,c/o Tam
Lintler, 382 Brooks St. Frov, R.L
02920 {or c/o Studem Activities Office
R.L 09912),

Riverdale--Homophile Action League
5601 Longfellow . #301, Riverdale, Md,
20840,

Rochester--GLF  Univ, of Rochester,
Todd Union, Rm, 201, River a,, Roch-
ester, N.Y.' 14627, (Tl6)275- 6181,

springfield Holyoke--Kalos Sociery, ¢/o
Jaseph Dube, 179 Pine ., srl.nﬁﬂd,
Mass,

Swonybrook--GLF ¢/o Polity SUNY at
rook, MY, 11700, 046-7654,

Suffern, N,Y,--Rocldand Coumnty GLF.
(M4)3ET-0154 (Vinnie),

Syracuse -GLF cfo Gregory Charles,

122 Erie-S. Syracuse, N.Y. 13205,

Syracuse--Gay Freedom Lengue, PO,
Box 34, syracuse, N,Y. 13201,

Teaneck--Student Homophile League,
Farleigh Dickinson Univ, c/o Student
Center, M.J, 07668,

Utics--GLF c/fo Ronald Denning, 613
Nicols 5, Urica, N,¥, 13601

Washington-= 1820 S, S, MW,
Washingron D,C, 20008, (202)387-3134.

Washington--Gay Peopies Alllance, 427
Marvin Center, 800 21st, 2, N,W, Wash-
fnggon D.C. 20008,

washingron--Gay Activistz Alllance,
P.0,Box 2554, Washingion D,C, 20013,

‘Washington--Mattachine Society, P.O,

Box 1092, Washington, TLC. 20013,

W ashington--Narlonal Gay Stodent Cen=
ter, TG M3 &, NW, Washingon, D,.C,
20008, (202)3BT-5100,

Wilkes-Bar re--Gay Rights Org, of

W, Barre & Scramton, P00 Box
5027 Sta. A, Wilkes Barre, Pa, 18710,

MIDWEST

Ann  Arbor--SPECTRE: Rewolutionary
Separatist White Women, Box 3056,

Ann Arbor, Mich, 48107,

Ave,, w!.r's,
46218,

lowa--GLF Univ. of Iowa, ¢/o Activities
Center, Memor| Towa
Towa &840, Thage s

| Kalamazo0 —-GLF W, M,U, Box 201, Stu-

dent Services Bldy., Kalamazoo,
48001,

Lawrence--GLF Univ. of Kansas, Box
234, Lawrence, Kans, 66044,

Madi5on--GLF [0 Langdon 5., Madison,
Wisc, 53703,

Milwaukee--GLF Box 5457, Milwaukes,
Wisc, 53211,

Milwaikee--Gay Peoples Union, P.O.

BoxB0530, Milwaukes, Wis, 53202,

(414) oaz-gdl),

Minneapalis--FREE Gay Lib of Minn, |

Rm, B-67 Coffman Memarial Unloe,
U, of Minn,, Minneapolis 55455,
Part Huron--CGLF P.0, Box 472, Port
Huron, Mich, 48000 (313)882°3023,
2, Louis--GLF Washington Univ, PO,
Box 1128, &, Louls, Mo, 63130,
Toledo--Personal R’igix_s Org . of Ohio,
PO, Box 4642, Old West End Sa,,
Toledo, Ot 43620,
Western Michigin--Gay Alllance, c/o
Hillary Bissell, Rre, 3, Middleville,
ml\d#h. 40333, (B1EM5E-TE00 or 241-

sourH

Atlanta--GLF PO, Box 781, 3xa, C.,
Atlamta, Ga, 30309 or c/o Seve Abbott,
Great | Speclded Bird, P.0, Box 54405,

Atlata, Ga, 30308, (404)874-1658)

Atlanta--DU08, 1620 Hollywood Rd, N.W.,
#34, Atlanta, Ga, 30918,

Austin--GLF P.0, Box 8107, Univ, Sta.,
Austin, Texas 7872,

Blacksburg--Gay Alllance, Virginia
Tech, 210 Squires Student Cntr,, Blacks-
burg, Va, 24061,

Coconut Grove--Transvestive/Trans-

sexual Actlon Org, (TAOS) Box 201,
Coconut Grove, Fla, 33103,

Dalias--Purpie  Star Tribe, P,0, Box
19433, Datlas, Tex, TE210,

Gainesvilie--GLF c/o 16280 N.W, Grd.
Piace, Galnesville Fla, 22601,

Knoxvifle--Gay Snudents Union, Univ, of
Tenn. c/o Merle DeVault, Bow 8163,

Univ, Ra,, Knoxville, Ténn. 378160

Louisville--GLF P,0, Box 175, Louis-
ville, Ky, 40201

Miami=-GLF ¢/o 2175 NW, 26th &,

annArbor-=Rodical Leshians, 332
Michigan Unlon, Am. Arbor, Mich,

48104, T63-4/86,

Ann Arbor--GLF c/o Jinr Toy, T22 Ar-
bor &,, Ann Arbor, Mich, 48110, 769-

Miami, Fla. 33142,
New Orleans--GLF Box 10001, New Or=
leans, La, 7019, -
Raleigh-=Triangle Gay Alliance, 412 *
Kinsey &,, Raleigh, N.C, 27604

Fichmond--GLF /Gy Student Task
Force, c/o K.

30K,
Tallshassee--GLF /o Judy
Fee, 60T E, Park . o Fla,
Tallahassee--GLF (men) c/o Hiram
iz, 51 Tefferson #, Tallahasses, Fla.

Tampa--Gay Task Force, c/o SMC.
Univ, of South Fla, Crr. Box 378,
Tampa, Fla, 33620,
SOUTHWEST & MOUNTAIN STATES
Albuquerque--GLF Univ, of NM,
mnEdhhSE.AMm,NJ.LSTI%‘:
~=GLF c/o Jim Lahey, PO, Box
142, Boulder, Colo, 8002,
Denver--Calorado Alliance for Homo«
mw. qul-my, P,0, Box 3029, Denver,
Denver--D,0.8, Rt. 2, Box 77, Con
ifer, Colo, 80442,
Tempe--GLAD: Gay Lib Arizona Desert,
Box 117, Ariz, BR8I.
Tuocson--GLAD BIB N, 4th Ave,,
Tueson, Arlz, 85706 .
WEST COAST
- ari a;'m’ du'&r
it , Berkeley, Ca, 94704,
Ber -=Gay Students Union, ¢/o Dave
nm? 2836 Ashby Ave,, Berkeley,
Ca, 9470
i Davis--Rudent Homosexual Organiza-
tionl,C, Davis, c/o Sudent Activities
EUuh], Cal, 95616,
ugene--Gay People’s Alliance c/o Ted
! Edwards, Findrack Sca, Fr, | Box 501,
High Piss Rd,, Junction City, Ore,

7448,
! Hawail--Gay Community Allimce, Box
| r-3 Hally- Univ, of Hu'uujf,
Hl?\‘lﬂi—- E‘rudum
| Students e

ance/ Gay
i Union, Cal, Sate. P,0,
3835, Hayward, Ca, 04544 s

A =-GLF, P,0, Box 2980, L
 Jotas @) dai-io A
~=Lavender People, PO,
Venice, Cal, 4 ik
L.A.--Gay Commmnity Service Center,
164 Wi Blvd, L, A, (213)82-3062,
| LoA~-GL.5,C, Gay ation House

| “1¥32 VanNess, L,A, (219)464-8050, and
1168 N, Edgamiant ., L,

L.A.--Christopher
S, LA, 00057, 484-1094,
L.A~-=D,O,B, 1910 5, Vermont Av, L AL
[o00a7, T3T-0159,
L,A-=Gay Community Allisnce, B25 N,
Laurel Ave, L.A, 90048, 463-20068,
LA, == Gay Women's Service Center.
1ef Glendale Bivd, L.A. 483-9023,
L.A-+GLF Occidental Coll, Box 41035,
L.A, 90041, f : X

L.n.--iiulp, Inc, (Homophile Effort for
Legal Protection) P,0, Box3007, L.A,
AN028, 463-8146,

L.A.--Lesbian Feminists, 1027 &, Cren-
shaw Blvd, LA, 837-3965,

L. A, --Metropalitan Oummmury(.'rmrd.l,
2201 8, Union, L.A, 90007, T48-0124,

 Lede=~Ornie, Inc,” 2256 Venlce Blvd, L. A,
000G, Ti5~5242,

L.A, -Revolutionary Leshims, 539 Rose
Ave, Venlce, Ca, 396-9709,

L.A-=Society of David (Gay Fellowship
In The Arts) 701 § Gramercy , Ape 20
L.A, 00005, #

L A.--SPREE (Soclety of Par Rocco En-
lightened Emhusiasts) 1545 N, Detroit
5, L, A, 90048,

La#A--CRH , 3330 W, Adams Blvd,, L,A,

L.A—~Gay Fellowship, ¢/o Dicl Mash,
3338 Andrita &, L.A, Cal, 90065,

' LA --Tanpents/Homosexual Info Cir.,
3470 1/2 N, Cahuenga Bivd, L, A, 0002

Long Beach--GLF 263 Pine &, » Lomg
Beach, Ga, 436~7710,

Qrange’ County--GLF PO, Box 3488,

Anaheim, Ca, 92806, (TI4)537-6822 ,

Menla Park=~Peninsuls Gay Switchboard
125 Leland Av,, Menlo Purk, Ca, 04205,
(4108 54-0518,

Portland--GLF 3604 5E, Belmont St,
Portland, Ore, 97214,

Portland--5econd Foundation/ TheF oun-
taift, 1017 SW Morrison, #5068, Portland,
Ore. 97205, 227-5651,

iverside--GLF /o Rob Bohlert, 36314

Comar &, , Riverside, Ca,

Sun Francisco--GLF P.0, Box 40507,

5.F, 140,

5F.~GLF 5F, Stite Colleps, c/o Su-
dent Activitins Blig,, 5.5, 4142,

5F,~Free Gay Srudent Azsoc, 5.F,City

College /o Sudent Actlyiries,

SF,--Homophile Social Services, PO,
Box 386, 5.F, 94101, 431-1541,
5,F.~-Lesbian Mothers Union, 651 Dun~
can &,, SLF, %4131,
5.F ;-=8IR, 340 th 3, &F.
5F .==Council on Religion & The Homo=
‘sexual (CRH), 330 Ellis &, 5,F, 9402,
/San Diego- \0, Box 2882, 5.D.,
| Cal, 2112

| San Diego--M,C.C. c/fo D06 N, 4Tth, &.
| 8D, Cal, 82101,
: San Jose--GLF P,0, Box 4087, 5J.,
| (o, G216, (40803023,
| Ganta Barbara-- U.C.58, 900 Em=~
?;:;m del Mar, Suite B, IslaVista,
Seattle--GLF /Gay Comi Cemtr,
102 Cherry, Seattle, wmm.
MAZ-962] or MA 3-3862, mh
Seantle--Gay Women's Resource Centr,/
Gay Woinen's £124 Univer sity
. WayNE, Seattle, Wash, 58105 (206)ME2-
4747, e, 3,

Seantle--Gay Alllance (formerly Dorim
Sociery), rfuﬁwmnmmym, as

Seantle--Gay Student Ass.c/o Gay Com=

ml Cul:m'1 as above, (20 -0032,
uals, 318 Malsdu:

X Ave,E,,
i Wash, ﬁw%&z EAB-8737, P
e, 422 Malden Av,,

E, 98102, (206) EAD-

Sonoma-~-Gay Sudents Unjon, Sonoma
Cal, 95476,

Sanford--Gay Students Union, Sanford
University,

Lnternational

| AUSTRALIA
Brishane--Campaign Against Moral
Prosecurion {CAMP), Box 56, E, Bris
. Queensland,

I mmm,cuﬁg.& &5

Melbourpe-- | '« Box 18010, Mel-

bournedot, Victoria, :

Melbourne--1.4 GPO, Box 21T,
1a,

CANADA

Downsview--York Univ, Homophile Ass-
oc,, ¢/o CYSF Office, Rm, N-108,
Ross Bidg. York U, Downsview, Ont,

Goelph-<Univ, of Guelph Homophile
wm.cfn **The Ontarian Off,, Guelph,

London-~Univ, of Western Ontario
Homophile Assoc,, 141 Old Post Rd,,
London, One,

Montreal--International Sex Equality
Om CP 145, Sta, G, Momreal 18,

Ottawa--Gays of/d* Oteawa (GO), P.O,
Engx 2m8, Sa, D, Oawa, Oat, KIP

Taoronto--Homaophile  Assoc,
Torogto, 12 Hart House Clrcle, SAC
Office, Toromo, One,

Toromo--Gay  Action, 201 Queens 5.
East, Toromo, Ont, 920-6576/920-
B34,

Vancouver--Gay Alliance Towards E-
quality (GATE), 131 Richards 5t, #1058,
\L:l:uuvur, B.C, (604) GR1-1929/883~
1d

wwllm——l-h:mphilc Assoc,, Univ, of

Warerloo. e,
Toronto==C,H,AT, #§ Charles &, E.
ENGLAND

London--GLE 5 Caledonfan Rd., Lon-
dan N1,

Manchester-~Commirtee for Homosex-
ual Equality, 28 Kennedy 2., Manches-
ter M2 ARG,

FRANGE I
Par{s--F ront Homosexual d' Action Hev-

almtionnaire, T3 roe Bul’!'un, Paris &, |

HOLLAND L

C.OC, == 14 Frederiksplein, Amers- §if
tordum,

ITALY

Torinohilano/Roma--Fronte  Unitaria
Crnosesvale Rivoluzionario Traliano,

SWEDEN
Jockholm--swedish Union for Sexual
Equatity, Box 850, Stockbolm 1,

|
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SOME OF QUR
PEOPLE ARE
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SR - SoMe OF
OUR PEOFLE ARE —
HUNGRY- SOME
HANE NO Lo0GING*
SOME ARE I
JAIL ONLY BE-
CAVSE EY'RE
HoMoSexVAL"*

I m_
\ ..&_ —_

IF THESE HUNGRY "\
GAYBaYS WiL-L ;
TAKE ‘THEIR CLOTHES
OFF WE MIGHT
GIVE THEM A
SPREAD 1N VR
MAGAZINE -

inside
Calif,

outside
Calie,

L¢
50¢

BE

‘s NOT Naw, oY/
B weve cor IMpoRTANT
THINGS T0 PO/ WE'RE GIVING
A DRAG BALL NEXT SATURDAY.
CAN_WE CHARGE $25 A COUPLE?

4
o

AND GET JOE ALIoTR TO M.C. T IT'LL

FoR THE BENEFIT OF THE WHOLE . <727
GAY COMMUNITY: THOSE PEOPLE IN b 4
JAIL CAN REAR ABOVT IT. IT WIkL

BE IN ALL TUE PAPERS - WE'RE A
VERY FAMOUS ORGANIZATION, YoV
KNowWs NOW-THE PRIFITS FRoM
THE BALL-+TD OUR NEW
BUILZING OR TO SUPPORT
ED MUSKIE? i

NEWSPAPER

A
LIBERATION

oF GBY

o

Tony DeRosa




