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EDITORIAL POLICY

In the interest of fostering open communication and
progressive theoretical development, The Lesbian Tide
prints a wide variety of views from the lesbian, femi-
nist, and gay communities. Our editorial perspec-
tive also includes coverage of other social change
movements as they relate to women. The views
expressed in this publication are not those of Tide
Publications or the Editorial and Political Collective
unless specifically by-lined as such.

The Editorial and Political Collective is a group of
radical feminist lesbians who believe basic change in
our society is a pre-requisite to real liberation for
women and lesbians. We publish editorials stating
our views and analysis on particular issues.
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Profile:

Charlotte Bunch,
Hustling Theoretician

by Jeanne Cordova

Socialism had Marx, black power had Malcom X,
radical feminism has Firéstone, and lesbian feminism
has Charlotte Bunch as one of its most gifted thinkers.
Quiet, conservative in manner, the woman who first
articulated the basic tenets of lesbian feminist ideology
hustles as well as she thinks. Over the last eight years
she has “persuaded” her employer, The Institute for
Policy Studies, to partially fund both The Furies and
Feminist Quest. Bunch was a founder of The Furies
and is an editor of the latter publication.

INSTANT REVOLUTION

Despite this list of personal and political successes,
Charlotte is intimately aware that lesbian nation

will not be built in a day. She is discouraged that some
women are “‘abandoning” feminism because it is not
yet a comprehensive ideology which works all the
time. “Feminism is only ten years old! It took
Marxism over a century, the Protestant Revolution
200 years. The French Revolution wasn’t made in a
generation!”” The theorist notes that some newer
feminists come from a generation that ““is conditioned
to instant breakfast, just add water and you get a
revolution.”” She chided the ‘“‘instantomies’ who try
out a couple of political actions and settle into per-
sonal feminism. “They abandon politics for culture

or go into reform for reform’s sake, or into the left
which supposedly has answers.”

NON-ALIGNED FEMINISM

This trend is one reason Bunch has been recently
championing a new idea she calls “‘non-aligned femin-
ism.”” The thinker firmly believes feminism is a world
view that “can and must have a global perspective.”
“We can and must build coalitions with anyone, who,
like us, believes there is a choice between capitalism
and socialism. Feminism is that third choice, a new
thought that is as important to history as Marxism,
as crucial as the Protestant Reformation was to
Christianity. Feminism can reshape the way the
world sees itself, “‘but right now we are still in the
catacombs stage, at the very beginning . . .”

Bunch suggests we have much to give and receive
from all peoples, female and male, communists or
capitalists, who are dissatisfied with their present
economic systems. She believes feminism, as a world
view, is not limited to women, though the ideology
has grown out of the Women’s Movement. ‘“Marxism
was a theory originated by and for the working class,
yet not only working class persons can be Marxists.”
Asked for specifics about the global perspective of
feminism, Bunch explained her beliefs were at this
time ““primarily an article of faith.” ‘“Naturally it
must include an economic and governmental structure
though. It must also re-define people’s relationship to

CHARLOTTE BUNCH: hustling for feminism with a global
perspeclive.

nature and to social structures. The philosophy will
also incorporate some of our present ideas about
collectivity, though these are not totally adequate
yet.

“Sometimes we’re going to make asshole state-
ments like, ‘No straight woman can ever be woman-
identified’, but we had to say this idea in order to
begin to define what woman-identification, as a
political stance, really was.”’

REVOLUTION DEPENDS ON EDUCATION

Bunch joins most theorists in feeling ‘““there is a
radical relationship between education and revolu-
tion.” Yet her travels seem to indicate that feminists
are not reading our literature as they once used to.
“Our press assumes feminists are hearing them, but

I think women are reading less than we would like to
think.”” She agreed that a great many women who can
call themselves feminists in 1977 have not read even
the most basic feminist theoretical literature. Calling
ideas “‘crucial” to making revolution, Bunch theorized
corporate capitalism is conspiring to foster ‘“‘pre-
packaged imagery.”

The obvious implication of a movement of people
who don’t read, says Bunch, is that ideas are not
transmitted. The theorist noted she devotes more time
in her courses teaching HOW to think, rather than,
WHAT to think. Positing solutions for this “very bad”

Continued on page 38
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Kate Millett: Omnipotent Nudes
and Subterranean Terrors

by Shirl Buss

A curious scene unfolds for those who enter the
gaping performance space on the third floor of the
Woman’s Building these days. The area has been
transformed, into what appears to be an enormous
public art workshop. Great heaps of chicken wire are
strewn amidst telltale signs of paper mache artists at
work. The scene is dwarfed by five monumental
sprawling sculptures of fat, nude women in various

stages of completion. A lusty, faceless paper mache
nude stands towering above a shopping cart. A

voluptuous form, still in her chicken wire skeleton,
lies invitingly on a dirty mattress. Next to a real stove
and refrigerator lies a partially mached fleshy beauty
with her expansive hands angrily pressed to her hips.
Real-live women artists scurry about with paper
mache. They begin covering the ample chicken wire
breasts of another fat nude, dwarfing the sofa across
which she is draped. A sassy, primordial, womanly
form scrutinizes the scene from atop her toilet bowl
perch.

Amidst it all, prowls gentle, glowing Kate Millett,
clutching her cup of cold coffee, chatting with visitors,
posing for pictures, and greeting her comrade artists
with cheerful, “Hello luvs.”” Millett, the artist in
residence at the Woman’s Building, and her entourage
of “many hands” infused the space with the ambi-
tious energy needed to sustain this three-month long
environmental project entitled Naked Ladies.

Millett is all warmth, kisses and art as the merry
month of May approaches. For on May 14, at what

Photos by: Cynthia McAdams

she promises to be a “great, gala wild opening with
lots of booze and fun,” the completed fat ladies will
be unveiled in their full splendor. They will be shown
along with her drawings and silkscreens, and other
multimedia pieces by members of the Feminist Studio
Workshop.

“The whole show is about my obsession with the
female body,” Millett solemnly teases. The five
naked ladies, simultaneously sensuous, ludicrous and
omnipotent are all looming over their circumstances . .
. .. the kitchen, the sofa, the mattress, the toilet and
the shopping cart. ““It’s about the great power these
women have, while still being in this kiddie cart
world . . .,”” she explains.

But Millett’s fascination with the body doesn’t
stop with her explorations of the fat nudes. She
gleefully, yet seductively coaxes, ‘“‘Let me take you
down to see my cunts and asses.”” She uncovers a sheaf
of drawings, all bearing characteristic delicate, tongue-
like slashes of color that delineate the barest suggestion
of cunts and asses. “‘I’m obsessed with them,” she
coos. The series reflects an absorption that honors
the depth, tenderness and unique eroticism of
woman-prime sexuality.

But this eruption of creative energy explodes be-
yond her drawings and sculptures. Prior to settling
into her residency in March, she completed the first
draft of The Basement, a non-fiction narrative {
exposing her 11 year obsession with the true story
of the abuse and murder of a teenage girl. And the
day after the opening, she will go on a two week
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hational tour to promote Sita, (comlng out May

26), a new novel about the “minute to minute,
process by process, atom by atom crumbling of a
relationship between two women.” Then she will
return to celebrate a show of her drawings and silk-
screens in New York, where she’ll resume her writing
and sculpting in her Bowery studio.

It’s an artistically fruitful time for Millett, whose
obvious delight with herself and her work flows out
in profuse kisses, hugs and warm words to the many
who enter the enormous Building workspace.

The delight is interrupted when she’s pressed to
talk about her 11 year obsession, which she hopes will
be put to rest with the completion of The Basement.
Shaking a bit, tearing futilely at a match, and staring
at the now icey coffee, Millett recounts the event
which has shaped the tone and direction of many of
her environmental sculptures of the last 10 years.

In 1966, in Indianapolis, a couple travelling with
state fairs and carnivals, thought it convenient to
board their 16 year old daughter Sylvia Likens, with
Gretchen, a mother of seven children. That happened
in July. Through August and September, Sylvia was
incessantly picked upon by the children and neigh-
bors, often led by Gretchen herself. By October 26,
Sylvia was dead. She spent the last two weeks of her
life tied up in the basement. Her only forms of
protest were screams that went unanswered by the
neighbors, and the desperate pounding of a shovel
on the cement floor which brought the neighbors to
the point of calling the police when it stopped . .

Cigarette burns, cuts and ““I am a Prostitute” were.
branded upon her body, corroborating the rumors of
strange and inexplicable horrors that were inflicted
upon her.

Millett has been writing and writing about this in
an effort to unravel how the pack of people could
carry out such an “odd ideology of their own, con-
cerning Sylvia’s supposed sexual crimes.” (She

actually was a virgin.) The Basement examines the
issues of violence, cruelty, and how the weak are
broken to the point of psychological breakdown at
the hands of tormentors.

For Millett, the most difficult and painful part of
this story to absorb is that the immediate agent of
Sylvia’s destruction was a woman. Millett feels that
the most powerful destruction is that given from
woman to woman. “Females are passing the stone
from one to another — the stone being the ancient
news of our defeat. And it continues to be handed
down from woman to woman . . .”’ She feels that
we must recognize this ““because otherwise we will
go on passing this stone . . . and will go on breaking
the young.”

Millett’s other environmental sculptures of bound
figures, figures in cages and basements, figures under
trap doors and in symbolic torture chambers all
have been an attempt to harness and express the
pervasiveness of subterranean hysteria and despair.
Most of the pieces sprang from the story of Sylvia.
But they have also been a realization, in physical
terms of Millett’s own powerful feelings of claustro-
phobia, which she sees as “not neurotic, but a very
real response to the world I live in.”’

She plans on doing a show on Sylvia in New York
in January. It will be more explicit than any of her
other pieces on cages, and will be called The Trial.

The level of aspiration in Millett’s art directly and
even shockingly confronts the viewer with her anguish
and ecstasy. She insists we share her passions. In
offering up her experience of the contradictions of
this culture, she dares us to act upon them, politically
as well as viscerally. And in this spirit, the Naked
Ladies promises to be just such an encounter.
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Transsexuals: The Woman
Within Or Women Without?

by Sharon McDonald

“When I get the operation it will not make me a woman; it
will simply serve as the final step of bringing my body into
line with the woman I have already become.” — Margo
Schulter, lesbian male-to-female transsexual.

“A woman cah make a man, a woman can make a woman,
but a man can’t make a woman, not even with a doctor’s knife.”

— Alix Dobkin, lesbhian séparatist musician.

“For some who make the transition, they are as much of a
woman as you and I, in the sense that they feel like a woman
. whatever that means.” — Dr. Evelyn Hooker, researcher

of homosexuality, professor of psychology.

Most transsexuals are straight, but those relatively
few who identify as lesbian feminist women are
forcing the lesbian movement to come to a more
exact definition of womanhood and lesbianism. At
issue are sex role definitions (who is a woman), male
priviledge, and separatist spaces for genetic females.

SEX ROLES

“There is a profound difference between men and
women that I don’t think a doctor can change. An
operation and hormones don’t make it.” Alix Dobkin
raises the question of innate femaleness that goes
beyond external physical characteristics. Dobkin
feels that acquisition of a surgically female body does
not a woman make. Ironically, most transsexuals
would agree, as their premise is that their physical
bodies have nothing to do with their true gender
identity. While Dobkin holds that innate femaleness
exists, but only in genetic women, transsexuals say
that they have it too, and see the doctor’s participa-
tion as just the final physical confirmation of what
they’ve known all along — that they are women.
Transsexualism can be seen as a contradiction of
one of the most basic tenets of feminism: the repudi-
ation of sexist concepts of maleness and femaleness.
For years now feminists have built a movement and a
lifestyle on the premise that culturally stereotyped
sex roles are false and limiting. Expansion of the roles
allows for gentility and sensitivity in men and strength
and purpose in women. Since within a feminist
framework it is possible to actualize characteristics
once thought of as exclusive to women, why would
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a man want to change his sex? In rejecting the option
of living as a feminist-oriented man, the transsexual
can be seen as politically denying the possibility or the
the value of that option. In this context, some lesbian
separatists see transsexualism as an invasion of

lesbian separatism, and a slap in the face to feminism
and lesbianism.

MALE PRIVILEGE — ADVANTAGE OR CURSE?

A leaflet put out in March 1977 by four San Francisco
Bay area women ‘“to foster debate, not divisiveness”
discussed Olivia Records’ (an all women’s recording
company) employment of a transsexual sound
technician. One complaint was that she acquired her
recording skills as a man prior to her sex reassignment
process. They wrote: “. . . The skills he has, he learned
with the ease of being a man in a man’s world . . . As
lesbians who have spent our entire lives oppressed as
women, and who have struggled through oceans of
shit to acquire skills and access to work, we feel

angry and ripped off. Room must be made for careful
thought and debate before we women can decide what
place, if any, a transsexual man, regardless of skills,
has in our community.”

In their defense of SandyStone, the women of
Olivia addressed the question of male privilege: “a
person does not GAIN privilege by doing it (sex
change) — quite the contrary (a few well-publicized
transsexuals aside) . . . She is now faced with the same
kinds of oppression that other women and lesbians
face. She must also cope with the ostracism that all
of society imposes on a transsexual . . . . our focus
as political lesbians is on what her actions are NOW . . .
. ... Our daily political and personal interactions with
her have confirmed for each of us that she isa
woman we can relate to with comfort and with trust.”

When asked about the advantage of male privilege,
Dr. Evelyn Hooker replied, “To that I can only say
that the life long pain and depths of anguish most of
these people have had, so far outweighs any male
privilege they might have taken or denied (and most
deny it), that I can’t share that resentment.”” That
transsexuals have undergone tremendous pain and

Continued on page 7
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ostracism in their lives is certain. That they have had
access to male position in a sexist world is also
certain. For those women who feel that the transsex-
ual has “paid” for her privilege in personal pain, there
is no resentment. But for other women, there is no
way the transsexual can repay the debt incurred by
years of male status and advantage. The commonality
of female socialization in all its vicious detail is

what initially brought many feminists together in a
determination to end male dominance. For many it
continues to be a bond necessary for trust.

SEPARATISM

As more transsexuals come out of the closet and
community awareness of transsexualism grows,
protests over the presence and inclusion of
transsexuals at all-women’s events are es calating. The
statement from the San Francisco women articulates
a separatist viewpoint: “The sanctity of women’s
experience is being threatened. To date, our women’s
culture, our women'’s identity and our women’s
visions have been ignited by the power of our shared
experience. We bring to it all the wisdom that our
entire lives as women have given us . . . Man has
learned to change sexual characteristics, and has been
so successful that we can not even tell a natural
woman from an altered man. Don’t be fooled by their
convincing performance. Fortunately modern paternal
science falls far short. It will never be able to synthe-
tically create women’s spirit, women’s energy or
women’s wisdom . . . What is distressing is that more
and more transsexuals, both pre and post-operative, are
are being accepted as lesbian women. The fact is
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they are not lesbians. They are transsexuals.” The
conflict between lesbian separatists and lesbian trans-
sexuals is a crucial political dilemna for the lesbian
movement, demanding a definition of womanhood
so concrete as to be unmistakeable, so cut and dried
as to be cold-blooded. The women’s community has
to provide a place for women to be without men,
and for some women, transsexuals are surgically
altered men whose male background is an overwhel-
ming barrier to integration into an all women’s
setting. Meanwhile, lesbian transsexuals who have
spent years of their lives struggling to realize their
conviction of themselves as true women are in need
of a place to share with other lesbian women.
Limiting the lesbian movement to genetic women

is clearcut and easy. But now that transsexuals are
out and fighting, we will have to scrutinize every
assumption that we make.

(*Thanks to Majoie Canton for
obtaining opinions from Alix Dobkin.)

Sex Reassignment

Few people know anything at all about the actual
process of sex reassignment for a male to female
transsexual, or even the differences between transsex-
ualism, male homosexuality, and transvestism.
Transsexuals are persons whose deepest perception
of their gender is in contradiction with their genetic
sex, so much so that they have identified with the
opposite sex from a very early age. Pre-operative
male transsexuals wish to be female all their lives, not
just in fantasy, or some transitional phase in their -
lives. According to Dr. Hooker, ““Even a gay man at
the far end of the feminine continuum does not
want to get rid of his penis. But a transsexual does,
and is often so genuinely alienated from the male

organ that he does not feel any erection or sexual
excitement with it.”” Unlike transvestites, transsexuals
are not sexually aroused by the wearing of female
clothing any more than genetic women are.

It is extremely difficult to get a transsexual opera-
tion (see Joanne Darcy letter, Letters Section). The
process takes two to three years and includes evalua-
tions by several psychiatrists, hormonal treatments,
spending a year ‘“‘dressed as a woman’’ (Dr. Hooker
agrees this phrase and concept are loaded with cul-
tural stereotypes), and finally two operations which
include amputation of the penis, removal of the testes,
and the construction of an artificial vagina.
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To Live or Not To Live

by dJeanne Cordova & Sharon McDonald

This tale is a true story about the lengths and depths
two committed feminist lesbians will go to be politi-
cally correct. The first speaker is set in regular type-
face and the second is set in bold face.

The summer of ‘76 found me roaming the city looking
for a house with a tree in the front yard. As I was
about ready to settle for a rose bush and two potted
plants, a lovely two bedroom house complete with
palm tree, rose garden, and lawn appeared before me.
All for a modest sum easily affordable by two.

My long time friend and roommate, Darlene, and
I began the massive job of packing our possessions .
But I had lots of energy because I had just begun a
relationship with a new lover, Beth.

When I met Louise I felt an incorrect, but unmis-
takable rush of love-at-first-sight. No job, not even
helping her move, was too great.

For a month Darlene and Beth and I packed,
hauled, scrubbed and painted the new house. We
might have gotten a rose, but they never promised us
four clean walls. September enameled its way around
and Beth and I were brought closer by our joint work
and feeling of having built a home together.

For Darlene  and Louise??!!

Finally we all settled down for five months of
chaos. Darlene and her lover were breaking up so
Darlene, who technically lived with me, spent most
of her time in trauma at her lover’s house. Beth,
who wasn’t technically living with me (after all,
““we just met!”’), spent most of her time living with
me but actually paid rent on a small one bedroom
cave a few suburbs away.

My cave meant a lot to me. After a five year live-
in relationship, I had vowed, “Never again!” Couple-
dom was entrapping, antiquated, stagnating, and
anti-feminist.

But being the floater, rather than the entrenched,
in the household was also a difficult and annoying
position. It called for skillful planning to ensure
that my clothes were where I needed them when I
needed them. This all required perfect synchroniza-
tion of the cleans and dirties of my wardrobe.

For four months Darlene and her lover continued to
to break up. Beth wondered why she was paying rent
in one place and living in another, and I wondered
who was my roommate??

December

Beth and I began lengthy discussions about
whether or not we actually lived together.

Our negotiations made international diplomacy
look like child’s play. The days of falling in love and
moving in had moved out with Love Story. For
radical feminists of the ‘70’s, mere happiness was
no excuse for living together.

Lesbian Tide - 8
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Meanwhile, Darlene informed me she was going

" to leave as she and her lover were going to give it

“one-last-try” and live together. My bank account and
I'began rapid dialogue on how we were going to pay
the rent when Darlene left. Darlene left.

Retusing to bow to financial pressures, Beth (who had
given up her old cave and moved to a nicer one six
blocks away, but actually spent five and a half days
and nights at “my?”* house), and I put our heads
together concocting rent raising schemes. Valiantly
we struggled against the elements of financial reality
to preserve our autonomies!

I maintained symbolic independence in symbolic
ways: I insisted my friends write me at my apartment
address, then I picked up my mail every Wednesday.
Friends persisted . . ..

“But I tried to reach you on the phone every
night last week. Are you living with Louise now?”

“No, we don’t live together.”

“When are you home then?”

“Every Wednesday night . . . . unless I’'m at
Louise’s.”

Continued on page 9
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....Together (a story of lesbian coupledom)

January

Back to the rent. I sub-let the smaller bedroom to a
local feminist as an office. I put ads in neighborhood

papers to rent the garage as storage space. I got five
obscene phone calls, two senior citizens looking for

a junk store warehouse, and two renters for $10 each.
We were still short on rent. Beth and I re-affirmed

deal with the problems of living together.

Like our fears that:

We’ll get bored, no one will call us up to do things,
no one will flirt with us.

A mutual friend recommended we take the plunge
and live together anyway. We noted she doesn’t
live with her lover.

February

More rent schemes. Beth decided to take a room-
mate, and I decided to rent the garage to a mother’s
play group to pay half of the rent.

Beth and I expressed surprise at how two people
with a life long commitment to not living with
lovers could enjoy spending seven days a week
together.

We applauded our compatibility. I like to cook,
Louise likes to eat. Louise likes'to vacuum, I like to
walk on clean floors. I like to sleep on the left side
of the bed, so does she!

We succumbed to creeping domesticity. We stayed
home, baked cookies, watched T.V. and . . . . worried
about our image.

March

Financial salvation! Beth found a roommate —
Carmen. I inherited 10 kids.

that we did not want to live together. We continued to

I was feeling wonderful about our relationship:
“Let’s live together!”” Louise was feeling less wonder-
ful: “Let’s not.”

April Fool’s Day

Beth and I held an all day self-criticism seminar.
We realized that she, I, Carmen, and the kids were
feeling crowded.

The Lesbian Tide saved the day! A small contingent
of the mothers came to say, ‘“The children are getting
stuck in the rose garden and reading those weird
magazines on the garage shelves. We are going to look
for a healthier environment!”’

But Beth and I were also having trouble with our
environment. No one was calling us, no one flirting
with us anymore. “I don’t know if I'm ready for
thign, .-

“Well shit, if you want me to move my stuff out

“It’s not that I want you to move your stuff out.
I'm just not sure I want you to move any more of
your stuff in.”

May

Beth’s and Carmen’s landlord called to say he has
raised her rent and she’s got 30 days to pay or split.

Louise was feeling wonderful about our relation-
ship: ‘“Let’s live together.” I was feeling less won-
derful: “Let’s Not.”

Finally

We now have one house with palm tree, no kids,
one extra roommate, higher rent on an apartment
neither of us lives in, and the unresolved issue of
whether or not to jointly pay rent in the same house
we’ve been living in for six months.
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! CATHEXIS (on the nature of S & M)
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*Cathexis: transformation in which one emotion
becomes another.

by Barbara Ruth

I believe that sadomasochism as a liberating practice
is only possible for women within a lesbian-feminist
context. I do not think S&M is the appropriate way
to address the power imbalance (caste system) which
obtains between men and women throughout society.
S&M can equalize a power imbalance in a love rela-
tionship, but only between members of the same
sexual caste. As a lesbian-feminist, I believe it would
be extremely self-destructive for any woman to play
either role in an S&M relationship with any man.
S&M as described below is only possible in a situation
of profound trust. For a woman to trust a man to such
an extent would not be in her best interests. Such

an action would be a perversion of masochism and
counter-revolutionary.

TRANSCENDENCE & RITUAL

There is a place where pain and pleasure are synono-
mous, and both words are equally meagre descriptions
of the ecstasy therein.

All the words that are used to name this place are
misleading, for the names are about shame.

I am a lesbian because I want egalitarian relation-
ships with those with whom I make love.

How, then, can I seek out a relationship which is
(or seems to be) the most role-bound?

How can I be a lesbian-feminist and be involved in
S&M?

In all human dynamics there is a hidden agenda
which plays a major, though unrecognized role.

But in an overt S&M relationship the hidden
agenda is made manifest; both parties agree to a
power which is contracted and explicit.

Perhaps this is what so many women find so
frightening about lesbian-feminist S&M — that their
sisters would agree to the inflicting and receiving of
pain.

My god, you may say, haven’t we had enough
pain already? Weren’t our lives with the man filled
with pain?

But in S&M, the pain is really beside the point,

a means to an end. The point is the scenario.

And the difference is that this time the scenario
is ours. At last, we are making our own rituals,
scripting as well as starring in them. The question is,
now that we have withdrawn power over our sexual-
ity from the man, are we secure enough to play with
it, to explore amongst ourselves perameters of
dominance and submission? Do we trust each other
enough to expose and claim the “dark’’ sides of our
nature: For the S&M relationship is one of infinite
trust. It is a connection of the most tender intimacy.

(We are fragile when we break taboos. That is,
our psyches which we cannot defend, cannot justify,
we hide.)
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MORE PRIMAL THAN CHILDHOOD

Frequently, childhood punishment and trauma are
cited as the “causation” of S&M. (S&M is like homo-
sexuality, in that those bothered by it find it neces-
sary to find out what caused it.) But perhaps the
desire for S&M is deeper, more primal than child-
hood even. Perhaps the love of pleasure, cathected
from pain, is imprinted on the collective unconscious,
written on the genetic code of all (some?) of us. If
this is true, then isn’t it important to confront these
desires, at the very least admit to and permit the
fantasies??

I would like to say what S&M is not. Then and only
then can we begin to explore what it might become.
We must tear down before we can build anew.

S&M is not cruelty. (The S, in binding and beating
the M, treats her with the utmost kindness and soli-
citation, for the purpose of the beating and binding
is the intensified pleasure of the M. The S is infinitely
attentive to her needs. I cannot imagine a faked
orgasm within the context of an explicit S&M
relationship; the pair are in much too close commun-
ication to permit such deceit.)

S&M is not rape. (Indeed, the S&M bond is built
on consent. If the S overpowers the M, it is because
it is the M’s stated wish to be overpowered, to
surrender herself in a situation of complete safety.
The S is the antithesis of the rapist, in that she is
totally caught up in her partner’s pleasure. Also,
among lesbian-feminists, she has probably herself
experienced the role of M, and therefore can identify
with it. Men rape women to express their hatred of
us. The S makes love to the M, because she loves and
identifies with her.)

A QUEST FOR THE HIGH NOTES

S&M is a refinement, a Dionysian quest for the outer
boundaries of sexual pleasure.

As a friend of mine put it, it is “learning to hear
the high notes.”

S&M is the ritualistic union of sexual pleasure
and ultimate trust. It takes great courage, for it
is, indeed, playing with fire.

Many lesbian-feminists try to exorcise their S&M

Continued on page 11




desires, because they are ashamed of and frightened
by them. There is another alternative. It requires
trust and courage.

Your body will tell you whether or not you are
turned on by S&M. Listen to it. If, beneath your
fear and discomfort, there is arousal as well, there
is an 8-M component to your psyche.

Playing with S-M, exploring what gives you pleasure,
is not making a life-long commitment. If sexual plea-
sure and pain are sometimes connected for you, it
doesn’t marry you to that connection. You are seeking
transcendence. S&M is one of the paths.

Almost nothing is “known’’ about female sexuality
—don’t declare the research over before all the data is
. in. Will you deny your sisters or yourself crescendoes
of rapture because liberated women aren’t supposed to
like it that way?

A COVEN FOR ECSTASY ?

I believe that in our society it is a major accomplish-
ment for any woman to feel good about her sexuality,
regardless of its nature. Can we not rejoice in each
other’s happiness?

Why not a coven, a support group, a sisterhood, to
explore, nonjudgmentally, the dimensions of ecstasy?

*]1 I am using and will continue to use the short-hand
8-M, because I believe that the terms “‘sadist”,
“masochist”, “‘slave”, and ‘““master’” are so threatening,
so loaded with bad associations, that their use keeps
feminists from exploring their feelings about pain

and power and ecstasy.

*2 Because I have personally only experienced S&M
in a dyad, I am theorizing as though it only occurred
in groups of two. This is not to condemn group S&M,
only to state a limitation of this article.

(Reprinted from Hera)

Carmen Robb

FURTHER READING. . ..

“Coming Out on S-M” by Barbara Ruth (Spring 1976
Issues In Radical Therapy. P.O. Box 23544, Oakland,
CA 94623).

Barbara Ruth writes there have also been some good
articles by lesbians on S-M in Gay Community News,
22 Bromfield St., Boston, MA 02108.

Young Lesbians;
Future Tense

by dancin’_? and Birdie '

We are two young dyke separatists, ages 17 and 19.
We live in an isolated area of north-western California
and are both activists in our small but widespread
lesbian community. Since we are the youngest mem-
bers of our community we face not only society’s
ageism but oppression within our own group.

One of the biggest problems we face is not being
taken seriously by our sisters. As young lesbians we
have taken long and laborious steps to get where
we are politically and in getting here we have learned
to take ourselves seriously. This has been one of
our major hurdles. We are politically aware; we are
constantly struggling with our own ageism, classism
racism and sexism. We do not support the male insti-
tutions we have been forced to deal with (i.e. schools,
the criminal justice system, mental institutions.)

We are tired of being isolated by /from sisters
who refuse to acknowledge us because we are “young
and inexperienced’ politically or socially. We are sick
of these same sisters telling us that they are not
ageist when they obviously treat us as inferiors. This
treatment stems from patriarchy, and we are out-
raged at having to face patriarchal attitudes from
women who profess to be breaking away from such
oppressive attitudes. We face oppression every day in
the “outside world” due to our age, and we refuse
to accept this same treatment from our sisters.
Because of the legal limitations our age imposes
upon us, we find it extremely difficult to be “out
lesbians’ without the support of our sisters.

Some of the limitations society has imposed on
us include being legally under parental control
(making us easy bait for the juvenile justice system),
inability to own and control property, and denial
of good jobs so we are forced to work slave labor
for low pay. We are also denied the kinds of educa-
tion we want and forbidden by law to participate in
sexual activities. In all these areas, we are denied
control of our lives. Then, when we most need the

Continued on page 39 May/dune - 11



Carter Aide Wants Nation To
“Hear What | Heard”

by Jeanne Cordova

Gay leaders emerged from a White House meeting
with Carter’s Public Laison Assistant, Margaret
Costanza, affirming that the President’s commitment
to human rights appears to include gays. The March
26 presentation given by 14 gay representatives was
termed ‘“‘brilliant and very moving’ by a representative
of the Office of Domestic Affairs who also attended
the three hour session.

At the historic meeting gay representatives spoke
with Costanza about discrimination against gays in
the military and in federal prisons. Anti-gay policies
of the Internal Revenue Service (which denies tax-
exempt status to organizations which promote a
homosexual lifestyle *1 and the Immigration and
Naturalization Service were also on the agenda. Cos-
tanza offered White House support for gays to take

Top Carter aide, Margaret Constanza, meets National Gay i
Task Force leaders in White House.

their grievances to the appropriate federal agencies.
She also scheduled a follow up September meeting
at which time her office and gay representatives will
evaluate the progress of the preceeding six months.

Follow up meetings have already been scheduled
with the Justice Department, Bureau of Prisons, and
INS. Additional talks will also be held with Dr.
Chester McQuire, Assistant Secretary for Fair
Housing and Equal Opportunity (Dept. of Housing
and Urban Development), with the Civil Service and
Civil Rights Commissions, and with the Departments
fo State, Defense, and HEW.

Meetings have not been set with the IRS and
Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
because these agencies are not under Administration
control. However Costanza pledged, “sensitivity to
the rights of gay people will be very seriously con-
sidered in considering nominees for vacancies on
these commissions.” (A new FCC Chairperson is to
be named June 30.)
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Out front lesbian Congresswoman, Elaine Noble, joins
Charlotte Bunch, Jean O’Leary, Pokey Anderson, Myra
Riddell, and Charlotte Spitzer to represent lesbians at
White House gay talks.

REQUEST TO MEET WITH CARTER
Following the September meeting Costanza “‘will
welcome a request” for a meeting between NGTF and
President Carter.

Additionally, Ms. Costanza promised to relay two
specific requests (for the immediate upgrading of
less-than-honorable discharges of an estimated 75,000
persons discharged for homosexuality since World
War 11, and for ordering INS to treat poor and
unknown visiting gays with the same positiveness it
accords rich or famous gays) to the President.

AN HISTORIC FIRST

The White House meeting with gays was unprecedente:
“This is the first time in the history of the country a
President has seen fit to acknowledge the rights and
needs of some 20 million gay Americans,” said Jean
O’Leary, National Gay Task Force Co-Director, who

Jean O’Leary, Co-ordinator of the National Gay Task Force
brings the strength and focus of the national gya movemeni
to pressure for gay civil rights with federal officials.




was one of the representatives. Following the meeting
Costanza told CBS television, ‘I wish that the citizens
of this nation could have joined me in that room to
listen to the examples of oppression I heard today.
Perhaps the issue of homosexuality would be better
understood and perhaps more widely accepted if

they could have heard what I did.”

LESBIAN SUPPORT

Though the topics under discussion are relatively
few and many activists feel the talks themselves will
be of limited value, most groups across the country
agree the present high level talks are an important
breakthrough for gay rights, and they have received
substantial support from lesbians.

The seven lesbian delegates include: Ms. O’Leary
from New York, Washington, D.C. Quest editor
Charlotte Bunch, Boston’s Rep. Elaine Noble,
National Black Feminist organizer, Betty Powell
(N.Y.), Myra Riddell, psychotherapist and Chairper-
son of Southern California Whitman-Radclyffe Foun-
dation, Charlotte Spitzer, founder/chairperson of
Parents and Friends of Gays (L.A.) and Pokey
Anderson, Gay Political Caucus, Houston, Texas.

Male representatives were: Bruce Voeller, (NY)
Co-Director NGTF, Troy Perry, M.C.C. founder (LA),
Ray Hartman, former Naval officer (L.A.), Charles
Brydon (Seattle), William Kelly (Chicago), George
Raya, Chicano activist and gay rights lobbyist
(San Francisco), and Franklin Kameny, lawyer and
lobbyist (Washington D.C.).

Gay leaders at the meeting attributed the positive
response by the Carter White House to several factors:
the groundwork laid last summer by gay efforts to
obtain a gay rights plank in the Democratic party
platform; Costanza’s own support of gay rights; and
the President’s efforts to speak out on worldwide
human rights issues.

O’Leary predicted, “In the next two or three
years, we will see federal agencies, one by one, re-
verse their policies.”

*1 Denver — The IRS has again denied tax exempt
status to Big Mama Rag for ‘‘advocating the equality
of homosexual lifestyles to heterosexual lifestyles.”
In addition, the lesbian & gay men’s group Lambda
had its tax exempt status revoked for advocating an
“‘unsupported opinion” i.e. homosexuality is as
valid a lifestyle as heterosexuality. The IRS has no
written policy barring the granting of tax exempt
status on the basis of views on homosexuality. The
IRS may be shown to be infringing on the 1st
Amendment right of free speech by denying tax
exempt status to groups who come out in support of
homosexuality. (Big Mama Rag)

LAYBOY FOUNDATION has awarded the National
Gay Task Force $7500 to aid their research and
expenses of the next few month’s preparation to
meet with federal agencies. The grant is contingent
upon NGTF raising a matching sum. Donations may
be mailed to NGTF, 80 Fifth Ave., New York, NY
10011,

(Thanks to GCN, Advocate, Newswest and NGTF
for data.)

Casting Begins For Rubyfruit
Movie

by Majoie Canton

Rubyfruit Jungle, the novel by Rita Mae Brown, has
been optioned to Iris Productions, 63 Atlantic Ave.,
Boston, MA 02110. Ira Yerkes and Arnie Reisman
producing. The screenplay has been written by Ms.
Brown and Mr. Reisman and is now in its second
draft. The first draft was completed in December. The
company is now in the process of casting the major
roles of Molly, Carrie and Carl. The film will be shot
in Georgia and New York. The film wili be directed
by Joan Tewksbury who wrote Nashville. The film

is budgeted at 2 million dollars and Iris is now nego-
tiating distribution with several companies. They are
hoping to raise the money needed from private inves-
tors. The film plans to start shooting in late fall of
“T7 or early ‘78. The paperback rights of Rubyfruit
Jungle were just sold to Bantam Books in New York.
Co-writer and producer Arnie Reisman is an Academy
Award nominee for the documentary Hollywood on
Trial. Iris plans to use a union crew on the film. Ms.
Brown, in signing with Iris has retained creative
control of the project. It is reported that she got
$10,000 for the option with a final net of $40,000
when the film goes into production. Ms. Brown also
has a percentage of the film.

Do You Know Where Your
Name Is Tonight?

“Quite possibly with the FBI In it’s March 5-18 issue,

Majority Report of New York listed the names of
169 New York feminists who were mentioned in the
FBI's 1,377 pages of documents on the Women’s
Liberation Movement. Among the mentioned are:
author Rita Mae Brown, Rep. Bella Abzug, Boston
lesbian activist Leslie Cagan, lesbian-feminist Ti-
Grace Atkinson, authors Kate Millett, Susan Brown-
miller, and Robin Morgan; Gloria Steinem and Betty
Friedan, early feminist spokespeople; Women and
Madness author Dr. Phyllis Chesler, and Weather
Underground women Bernardine Dorn and Cathy
Wilkerson. Also mentioned were Karen DeCrow,
president of the National Organization for Women and
black activist Angela Davis.

: GET YOUR FILE

To obtain a copy of your personal FBI files under the
Freedom of Information Act as Amended (5USC552),
write to: Clarence Kelly, Director, FBI, 10th and
Pennsylvania Ave. N.W., Washington D.C. 20535.
Give your name, social security number, and date
and place of birth. Request a waiver of the cost of
reproduction due to your belief that this information
is “in the public interest.”

FEMINISTS TO SUE FBI

Women Against Government Surveillance (WAGS), a
New York feminist group, is planning to bring a class
action suit against the FBI of women’s liberationists.
If you have a file or have been mentioned in the New
York document, or have been harrassed, and wish to
add your name as a plantiff, write them c/o Majority
Report, 74 Grove,St., New York, NY 10014.
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Ebep
A Saga of
Diminishing Returns

by Shirl Buss

The failure of a large-scale national attempt by
feminists to gain economic power within the system,
illustrates the difficulty which continues to face us
in confronting the contradictions of feminism and
capitalism.

In November, 1975, 75 women, representing
credit unions and feminist institutions from across
the country met in Detroit to form the Feminist
Economic Network (FEN). The vision of creating
a ““national institution working toward economic
self-sufficiency for the feminist movement” was what
brought these women together. The dream was to
link feminist institutions together to generate econ-
omic support for the movement. The FEN Association
was to be an umbrella organization for all other
enterprises. [ts purposes, as stated in the articles of
incorporation were: 1) to provide economic
development and accept financial leadership for the
feminist movement, 2) to offer education and training
to feminist members, both individual persons and
corporate entities of FEN, and 3) to invest in profit
and non-profit business enterprises operated by and
for the feminist movement.

_ Structurally the actual founders of FEN (Diana
Press, the Oakland Feminist Women’s Health Center,
the Detroit Feminist Federal Credit Union, some
Washington Feminist Federal Credit Union women,
and New Moon Publications) adopted the by-law that
“decision-making powers will be confined to the
Board of Directors.” A split immediately occured
over this issue. Eleven other credit unions, Quest
Magazine and Big Mama Rag split off and formed
the Feminist Economic Alliance (FEA) which ratified
a statement in favor of grass-roots decision making.

Out of the goals of FEN evolved three separate
corporations: 1) the FEN Association (non-profit)
whose membership included the Detroit Feminist
Federal Credit Union, 2) the FEN Corporation
(profit) which merged with a subsidiary Diana Press,
Cal-Fem (which had a contract with the Oakland
Feminist Women’s Health Center) and the Detroit
Women’s City Club and 3) FEN Institute (non-profit,
educational institute with pending tax-exempt status).
The women of FEN wanted to raise $500,000 by
issuing stock in FEN. This money would then be used
to pay off loans, invest in FEN feminist businesses,
and through combined assets, raise money within
the capitalist system to in turn invest in women'’s
projects.

In March 1976, the Detroit FFCU loaned eight
women $31,250 each for a total of $250,000.

The eight women then loaned that money to FEN (
(technically bypassing the law against credit unions
loaning to corporations), and then FEN purchased,
in cash, the building which became known as the
Detroit Feminist Women'’s City Club.
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The City Club contained feminist businesses,
organizations and the Detroit FFCU. Preparations
for its grand opening were plagued by infighting
among members of FEN, the Detroit FFCU, the
Detroit Feminist Women’s Health Center , and the
Downtown Detroit Women’s Feminist Health Center.
Trashing, lawsuits, charges of financial mismanage-
ment, and worker exploitation, as well as reported
death threats pervaded the atmosphere of the City
Club the last day of its opening. Many of the allegation
were focused on the financial operations of the Club
and FEN in particular. The cost of operations
(including payments on the loans) for FEN and the
fledgling businesses came to $22,000 per month.

For a complex variety of reasons (shifting capital
income, management errors, etc.) FEN was having
extreme financial difficulties. Thus, the hostility
surrounding the situation erupted on the second day
of the grand opening, now referred to as “‘Bloody
Sunday.’”” On this day, two women of the Detroit
FFCU (which was suffering a split with FEN) came
to legally reposses the building. The women
supportive of FEN and the women supportive of

the Detroit FFCU moves became polarized. In a
highly charged atmosphere, aggravated by the presenc
of guards armed with guns and clubs, the groups,

at various times and places in the building, squared
off and began hurling verbal volleys at each other.
These soon escalated to screams, threats, sabotage of
offices and finally physical attacks. Women were
reportedly grabbing each other, and hitting each
other. Some women were hospitalized. The Detroit
police were called to the scene and ushered everyone
out of the building. Although the violence reached
free-for-all proportions, the guns and clubs were nevel
used.

In November, 1976, a petition was filed to dissolve
the FEN Corporation, reportedly listing its total
assets at $37,600 and its debts at $118,000.

The overexpenditures were attributed to ““bookeepin;
errors.” ;

The FEN women did not declare bankruptey, but
rather sold Diana Press back to itself, and the assets
of the Oakland FWHC back to itself. They are paying
off the remaining debts.

In the wake of the dissolution of FEN, there have
been many bitter and volatile charges waged by its
supporters and critics. Women of FEN blamed its
collapse on trashing that personalized political issues
and on bad feminist press. Critics saw FEN as a**giant
holding company,’”” a multinational conglomerate

with power consolidated in the hands of a few.
Continued on page 16



‘Homosexual Attack’
Original Excuse for

Daddy-Tank

by Jeanne Cordova

The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department
rationalization for segregating lesbian prisoners is
based on a 1965 incident in which a gay woman
attacked another woman.

In Part I, “New Freedoms for Segregated Lesbians®’
(March/April issue), I detailed the fact that the Los
Angeles County jail separates lesbian inmates from
the general prison population in an area known as
the “Daddy Tank”. The separation, which has until
recently also included punitive measures such as with-
holding educational and work privileges, has been
a source of much protest by California feminist and
gay women. In the last six months the Criminal
Justice Sub-Committee of the I..A. Commission on
the Status of Women, the Lesbian Task Force of
N.O.W., the Alcoholism Center for Women, and
other groups, has made progress in restoring rights
and privileges to the lesbians at Sybil Brand Institute
for Women. Chief among these progressive steps is
the fact that lesbians at SBI are now housed in a

dorm instead of cells.

Although the above groups are emphasizing the
restoration of privileges rather than a cessation of the
segregation itself, a look at the laws regarding segre-
gation also raises questions.

Segregation Is Not Mandatory

L.A. County Sheriff’s Department decision to
segregate lesbians at S.B.I. is based on Section 1052
of Title XV of the State Administrative Code. That
section, “Administrative Segregation’ reads:

“Each facility administrator manager shall
provide for the administrative segregation of
inmates who are determined to be homosexual,
mentally deficient, prone to escape, prone to
assault staff or other inmates, or likely to need
protection from others, if such administrative
segregation is determined to be necessary in
order to obtain the objective of protecting the
welfare of inmates and staff. Administrative
segregation shall consist of separate and secure
housing but shall not involve any other depri-
vation of privileges that are necessary to obtain
the objective of protecting the inmates and
staff.”

Although the word ““if” in the above section would
seem to most readers of the English language to
mean enforcement of segregation is optional (depen-
dent on an administrator’s decision about what is
necessary for protection of inmates and staff), a
Sheriff’s Department spokesman said he interprets
Section 1052 as “mandatory.” However, Lesbian
Task Force Co-ordinator, Bobbi Bennett, Criminal
Justice Sub-Committee Shairwoman, Commissioner
Pat Denslow, and David Glascock, Staff Assistant

Straight Creek Journal/cpf

to Supervisor Ed Edelman, interpret the statute as
‘““discretionary.” Glascock, formerly a gay-laison
with Edelman’s office, has been active in working
with the Sheriff’s Department to better conditions
for gay men.

The fact that California’s recent consenting
adults (the Willie Brown) bill specifically excludes
prisoners from its decriminalization of gay sex gives
authorities indirect legal justification to continue -
segregation. Had the Brown bill not excluded gay
prisoners, this piece of state legislation and Section
1052 would have been contradictory.

Nevertheless the Status on Women Commissioners
are beseeching the Sheriff’s Department to live up to
that section of Sec. 1052 which clearly prohibits
the denial of privileges on the basis of segregation.
The Sheriff’s Department appears to be moving
towards restoring privileges in compliance with this
law.

Confidential Memo

Further research as to the legal justifications for
segregation produced no further references to the
separation of gays in prison in either the above
mentioned Code or the California Penal Code.
However, an inside source has leaked to The Lesbian
Tide a confidential memo written by the Sheriff’s
Department in March, 1977 which reveals that the
decision to segregate lesbians at SBI was the result of
a singlé incident which took place twelve years ago.
The memo reads:
“In 1965 a female inmate was the victim of a
homosexual attack while incarcerated in a
county jail facility (in Los Angeles). Judicial
notice of the assault was taken and the senten-
cing judge ordered the prisoner to serve out her
sentence in another agency’s detention facility.
As a result of this, and in:attempt to prevent
a reoccurance in the future, the Sheriff’s Depart-
Continued on page 17
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Bryant Rants ... NoSunshine

At first it seemed comical. The same day the Dade
County (Florida) Commissioners passed a pro-gay
rights ordinance, singer Anita Bryant led a protest
before the Commission pledging she would overturn
their “evil”” decision to prohibit discrimination against
gays in housing, public accomodations, and employ-
ment.

An obsolete singing career, followed by years of
pushing orange juice on national television, coupled
with her role as back up vocal to Billy Graham,
Bryant’s image was not one to strike fear into the
heart. Rivaling the Lennon Sisters for blandness,
Anita Bryant seemed laughable when she started
talking about “men wearing dresses” teaching in
public schools, and “the devastation of the moral
fiber of the youth of America.”” Her ignorance of
homosexuality was so complete, her prejudice so
simplistic, she seemed a ludicrous parody of 1950
style American “womanhood”; a sort of “Ozzie &
Harriet’’ gone mad.

ERA LEADERS ARE LESBIANS

But the situation in Florida has turned from a sit-
com to a drama, and may become a national tragedy
for feminists and gays. Bryant has gathered enough
signatures to petition the Dade Commissioners to
either repeal the ordinance or force a June 7 special
election so the voters of Dade can repeal or uphold
the gay law. Additionally the Orange Juice Queen has
organized a group called ‘““Save Our Children From
Homosexuality, Inc.”” and has vowed ““to save not
only Miami area children from the evils of homo-
sexuality, but all youngsters in the United States.”
Bhe has also spoken out against the federal gay rights
bill, H.R. 2998, and its sponsors, “25 misguided
Congressmen (who) are pushing the bill.”

The crisis in Florida also extends to feminist
issues. On April 5 Bryant joined Phyllis Schlafley’s
forces and marched against the ERA in the state
capitol. Bryant publicly opposed the ERA because
“many of the proclaimed leaders of the ERA are
lesbians.”

Early hopes for a sure passage of the ERA in 1977
have been dashed by the most recent setback in
Florida. There the senate in an April session defeated
the proposed amendment by a 21 to 19 vote, despite
last minute appeals from the White House. In March
ERA supporters in Florida said they had, for the

first time, the necessary senators for passage. But
two longtime supporters, Rep. Harry Sayler and Dem.
Ralph Poston announced in recent days they were
switching to the opposition. Poston cited the “homo-
sexual issue’’ as his reason for the shift.

The former singer turned reactionary is also
speaking for the repeal of abortion. And to round out
the picture, Bryant interprets the Viet Nam struggle
as ‘“‘a war between atheism and God.”

GAY RIGHTS A ‘WASTE OF TIME’

At the present time there is almost as much contro-
versy over the June 7 election as gay rights itself.
The election will cost Dade County an estimated
$400,000, a fact which puts a great deal of pressure
on the Commissioners to possibly rescind theirmor-
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Continued from page 14

But more importantly, the entire controversy
raised many critical issues for all feminists. FEN defen-
der, Kathleen Barry saw “‘part of the brilliance of the
FEN concept as the taking of resources available to
us in this system and using them to make women
stronger and in more definite confrontation with
patriarchy, rather than joining forces with the
patriarchy of socialism to fight the patriarchy O.f
capitalism.” Carol Edelson of oob takes issue with
“the fact that FEN seemed to accept that capitalism
could help us to defeat the patriarchy . . . obscuring
the question of whether feminism and capitalism can
go hand and hand.”

A broad analysis leaves the movement with many
questions still unresolved. Can women of differing
philosophies and strategies on the process of revoly-
tion find some basis for mutual respect or even exist
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in the same movement? What is the role of ““feminist
businesses” in bringing more jobs and money into
the community ? What is the role of such businesses
in finaneing revolutionary work? How do we as
economically powerless and oppressed women, with-
out resources and skills, begin to really confront

the harsh capitalistic realities and SURVIVE? Can

we use the man’s system and fight it simultaneously?
Is it ever correct to go to the man (courts, cops)?
Given that we are clearly not on the brink of a
revolution, what can viably be done in the meantime
to sustain revolutionary fervor and to lay the radical
changes in sex, class and economic systems? Perhaps
the women of FEN bit off more than they could chew
But there are vital lessons for us all in their struggle.

(Information and facts for this article were drawn
from “What is FEN?” by Martha Shelley.)
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For Gays In Florida

dinance and and thus save taxpayer’s money. Reflec-
ting this sentiment the Miami Herald ran an editorial
headlined, ‘“Gay Rights Is Not a $400,000 Issue.” The
paper urges the Commissioners to rescind and called
the referendum ‘‘a waste of time.”

.DEATHS AND ARSON

Friends of Herb Ramos, a spokesperson for a local
gay Latino group, disagree. The day after Ramos
appeared on a talk show and openly spoke about his
homosexuality, he was found dead, an apparent
suicide victim. The Advocate also reports a second
death of a gay brother resulting from Bryant’s
campaign (no further details were given). Additionally,
a gay man who appeared on the same talk show with
Ramos found his car fire-bombed the following day
and the home of the pastor of Miami’s Metropolitan
Community Church (a gay group) was set on fire.

BOYCOTT ORANGE JUICE

Several gay groups across the country have called for
a national boycott of Florida oranges and Singer
Sewing Machine Co. products as Bryant is working
for both corporations. The National Gay Task Force
however is against “boycotts or other attempts at
attacking Anita Bryant directly’ because such attacks
they believe, would make a “holy Christian martyr”
out of Bryant.

Pro-gay support letters have been written to the
Dade County Commissioners by: National N.O.W.,
the National Council of Churches, the American
Psychiatric Association, and The American Federa-
tion of Teachers.

Because a defeat in Miami could encourage repeal
action in any of the 19 states and 40 cities that now
have repealed their sex laws or granted gays protec-
tion in their municipal clauses, the gay movement is
calling the situation a national problem.

Support groups are forming across the country.

Contributions are tax- deductible and should be made to:

Coalition For The Humanistic - Rights of Gays’
P.O. Box 414, Miami, FL 33133.

Between now and June 7, Ms. Bryant will be
working hard to ensure that the rights Miami’s gay
population has finally achieved are denied. Besides
financial support, letters of support are needed in
the campaign to retain our rights. Commissioners who
voted “yes’ on the ordinance are: Ruth Shack, Bill
Oliver, Harvey Ruvin, Jim Redford and Beverly
Phillips, at 73 W. Flagler St., Miami, FL 33130.

Also, Bryant does TV commercials for Edward
Taylor, Executive Director, Florida Citrus Commis-
sion, 1115 E. Memorial Blvd., Lakeland, FL 33801
and Robert V. Walker, President, First Federal
Savings and Loan Association (““Where people come
first”’) One SE Third Ave., Miami, FL 33131. A nice
finishing touch might be a letter to the Executive
Director, Orange Bowl Committee (which sponsors
Bryant to head the annual Orange Bowl Parade)
1400 NW Fourth St., Miami, FL 33135.

LATE FLASH: Miami Circuit Court Judge Sam Silver
has ruled the Dade County pro-gay ordinance is
constitutional. In early April a Dade County apart-
ment owner sought a declaratory judgement against
the ordinance on the grounds that homosexuality
itself is still a criminal offense in Florida and there-
fore the ordinance granting gays civil rights protec-
tions was unconstitutional. On April 15 Silver declared
the ordinance valid. The Dade County Commissioners
have decided they will not repeal the ordinance, so it
looks as though there will be a June 7 referendum.

There remains legal doubt about the constitution-
ality of the referendum however. There is legal
precedent (California Supreme Court) that once a
legislative body grants rights, no public vote or
referendum can rescind those rights. Theé June 7
public vote is expected to proceed, but if the voters
rescind the gay rights ordinance, ACLU and gay
lawyers plan to appeal that vote as illegal.

‘Homosexual Attack’ Original Excuse for Daddy-Tank

Continued from page 15

ment established a policy of segregating homo-
sexual inmates both for their own protection
and the protection of others.

Prior to that time, there had been no segre-
gation of homosexuals at Sybil Brand.Institute.
We are guided in this policy by the Minimum
Standards For Local Detention Facilities, Title
XV, Section 1052, of the California Adminis-
trative Code.”

Implicit in the use of the phrase “We are guided’ is
the Sheriff’s Department’s admission that Section
1052 is optional. Were it mandatory, gay prisoners
would have been segregated automatically BEFORE
any incident, and a reference to the above Section

as a “‘guide’” would have been incorrect and inappro-
priate.

Los Angeles Stands Alone

In addition to contradicting his employer about the
“mandatory” Section 1052, the Department
spokesperson previously quoted also incorrectly
verified that all California County jails segregate
gay prisoners. Our investigation confirms that the
county jails of San Diego, Ventura, San Francisco
do not separate gay prisoners.

Considering this evidence, it appears the L.A.
County Sheriff’s Department chose to use its
discretionary power to segregate based on the
incident of 1965. At least one official source, having
tead the memo, was “‘fascinated”’. ‘I wonder if
there is a record of non-gay assaults? Or assaults
between blacks or Mexican-Americans. Of course
the law prohibits segregation on the basis of race.”
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SHORT CURRENTS

2ND ANNUAL MICHIGAN MUSIC FESTIVAL

We Want The Music Collective is producing a second
women’s music festival near Mt. Pleasant, Michigan on
August 25-28. We are interested in coming in contact
with feminist musicians who we haven’t had the
opportunity to become familiar with. Any woman
who’d like to perform in the upcoming festival
should send a tape of her music to the address below.
(We realize the quality of tapes fluctuates with the
equipment available.) We also plan on incorporating
workshops into this year’s festival — any woman
interested in facilitating a workshop, please contact
us (workshops are not limited to music, production,
sound, etc.).

WWTMC

1501 Lyone

Mt Pleasant, MI 48858

GUN AND KNIFE DEFENSE CLASSES

Seattle — Gorgons, an activist lesbian separatist
group, is doing another series of self defense classes
for lesbians. These will have more in depth informa-
tion and more practice of each method of self
defense than the August ‘76 classes.

There will be five classes: May 21st; unarmed
street fighting. May 28th; knives and knife fighting.
June 4th and June 11th; handguns, shotguns and
rifles — how they work, ballistics, safety, stances and
how to use them. Classes will take place at the Metro-
politan Community Church, 128 16th Ave. E at
2:00. !

In order to make security and other arrangements
we need to know how many lesbians to plan for. If
you plan on coming to any or all of the classes,
send us a note letting us know which classes and how
many of you are coming.

The classes are free. Write to us at: Gorgons, P.O.
Box 4094, Seattle, WA 98104

(if ordering by mail, $1.00 +.45 for postage)

for women only!

the lesbian anti-rape packet
the lesbian anti-rape packet
the lesbian anti-rape packet

gorgons
p.o. box 4094
seatile, WA 98104

gorgons is an,activist lesbian separatist group
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PILGRIMAGE TO MATRIARCHAL HOME

Z Budapest, High Priestess of the Susan B. Anthony
Coven No. 1 and the Sisterhood of the Wicea, the
first feminist legal religion incorporated in California,
is leading a wimmin’s tour to the ancient seat of
matriarchies in Anatolia (now called Turkey). She
wants this tour to be a symbolic reclaiming of the
wimmin’s religion lost and slandered by patriarchy.
“We shall hold witches’ circles in the ancient temples,
away from the tourist traps, revere the Goddess’s
presence in Lesbos where Sappha wrote and loved,
decipher symbols in the art of the country and trace
the fragile lines of ingpiration to the source of culture
and civilization where the Goddess is still alive.”’

Why go on a tour instead of simply seeking the
female principle within ourselves? Z answers,
“Wimmin must take the world, the whole globe as
theirs, travel and learn together, regard the world as
their schooling ground. We are conditioned against
traveling into the unknown, but the new wimmin
reject the confinement to one country or one kitchen
or one house, reject confinement in general. Mother
Earth has many secrets for us to see, and she leaves
little bits of secrets everywhere.”

Upon hearing that the greatest temple to Diana
was submerged in swamps long ago, Z declared,

“The Goddess sank her temple in order to save it until
the priestesses retarn. We shall bless the temple of
Diana and try to raise it again. It would be the best
symbol for the rising tide of spiritual wimmin.”

- Land Live-in _
A conference on “Land for Women”’ will be held on
women’s land in Oklahoma in June from Summer
Solstice (June 21) to Full Moon (June 30th). There
will be a practice community on the land before and
after the actual 4-day conference which is scheduled
for June 24-27. A $1-a-day registration fee is required.
Send fee to Summer Conference, Box 1692, Roseburg
Oregon, 97470 and directions and a packet of infor-
mation will be sent to you.

GAY MARCH ON WASHINGTON

Boston — A Boston Coordinating Committee has
‘been set up to play a part in the massive
demonstration planned for May 21 in Washington.
The demonstration will mark the first anniversary
of the US Supreme Court’s decision upholding the
rights of states to make laws governing private,
consensual sexual conduct. The judicial ruling is
considered the most significant setback which the
gay movement has suffered in the last several years.

Wishing Well

A national mini-magazine, is an alternative to The Well

of Lonliness; now helping gay women reach others
with similar lifestyles. P.O. Box 1711, Santa Rosa,
CA 95403 for membership information.
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“We must not be quiet. We must not be ‘good’
faggots and dykes,” said a recent national statement
by the May 21 Gay Action Coalition. “In our
profoundly human sense of outrage, we are proud
and we are beautiful.” For more information:

contact GAA New dJersey, P.O. Box 1734, Hackensack,
New Jersey .

IRISH WIN RIGHTS

J-Betfast, Northern Ireland — The gay rights movement
in Northern Ireland appears to have won its victory

to repeal the province’s crimes against nature laws and
to put the province in line with the 1967 English

Act. The English Act decriminalized private sex
between consenting adults. Belfast’s gays expect
Ulster Secretary Roy Mason to make an Order in
Council within the next month to that effect.

The Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission
had accepted in principle on March 11 the recomen-
dation of their sub-committee on homosexuality and
the Commission is preparing a report which Mason
should receive in early April.

(Gay Community News)

IRIS FILMS _
FEMINIST FILM PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION

THE FOLLOWING FILMS ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR RENTAL OR SALE:
“COMEDY IN SIX UNNATURAL ACTS" and

“HOME MOVIE" and

“I‘M NOT ONE OF 'EM" by Jan Oxenberg

“OUR LITTLE MUNCHKIN HERE" by Lois Tupper

“AND THEN THERE WERE" by Linda Klosky

I “MENSES" by Barbara Hammer

“WISHFULMING" by the Santa Cruz Women's Media Collective

"WE'RE ALIVE" by Joint Productions

IRIS FILMS - A, Box 26463, Los Angeles, CA 90026

I Like Older Women. 3 color
button, 1%4” diameter. Also
available: Mother Nature is a
Lesbian, and A You're An
Amazon., From White Mare,
Box 90, Preston Hollow, NY
12469. 55¢ each. New York
residents add state and local
sales tax.
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Qmother trucker

CALLING ALL TRUCK DRIVERS...
BUMPER STICKERS . .. $.75 plus $.25 postage
SHIRTS . hoiaibeoda $5.50 (specify size)
from DAY MOON DESIGNS: 3624 Evanston

Ave., N. Seattle, Washington 98103
T O e e e e e e
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DOWNER NABBED AGAIN

Four feminists were arrested on March 7, in
Tallahassee, Florida, on charges of criminal trespassing
following an unannounced but unopposed inspection
of the maternity section of the local public hospital.
Arrested were Carol Downer, founder/director of
the L.A. Feminist Women'’s Health Center, Ginny
Cassidy of the L.A. FWHC, Linda Curtis, founder
of the Tallahassee FWHC, and Janice Cohen of the
Feminist Media Express in New York. The women
will stand trial in Florida on May 19, and face a
maximum penalty of one year in prison if convicted.
For further information, contact Lynn Heidelberg
at (213) 936-6293 or write MOTHER c/o FWHC,
1112 Crenshaw, Los Angeles, CA 90019.

R
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Z. Budapest, High-Priestess-Witch is leading a woman’s
pilgramage to Anatolia and Lesbos in September. Focus:
Goddess Worship. Write WOMANTOURS, 5314 North
Figueroa St., Los Angeles, CA 90042, Limited reservations.

Older Women To Gather
An older women’s workshop is planned for Memorial
Day weekend. It will be in Wolf Creek Oregon,
May 27-30 with an extended, more unstructured
week for those who want to stay longer. Costs will
be $10-15 per day or barter is possible. For more
information, write: Elizabeth/Elana 3502 Coyote
Creek Road, Wolf Creek, Oregon, 97497.

for Gay Women:

GAIJA’S GUIDE, 1977

Annual discreet pocket size international bar/club
guide and complete directory. This fourthedition:
AllUSA plus 40 other countries. 3000 listings. Cen-
ters, switchboards,publications,resources, services,
retreats, restaurants and much much more. $5.00
only from: GAIA'S GUIDE, 115 New Montgomery
Street, San Francisco, Calif. 94105. (discreet mail
order only— two weeks delivery on all orders).
Alsoat: (L.A") Temple Beth Chayim Chadashim,
1045 Westwood Blvd., FEMINIST HORIZONS, 10586
West Pico Blvd!, THE SISTERHOOD BOOKSTORES,
1351 Westwood Blvd., and SISTERHOOD BOOK-
STORE in THE WOMEN'S BUILDING. In Pasadena at:
PAGE ONE BOOKS, 26 North Lake Avenue and in
San Diego at BOOK MARK, 4077 Adams Ave., THE
WOMEN'S STORE, 2965 Beech St., and that Right
On Lesbian Bar: p1asro’s at 2533 El Cajon.




Clinic Fires Doctor For

Racist, Fatist Attitudes

by Shirl Buss

A controversy arose over the firing of a doctor,
accused of making fatist and racist remarks to a
patient at the Westside Women’s Health Clinie
According to Kat McDonough, director of the

clinic, Geraldine Sherman was fired for telling the
patient, a Chicana, that she was too fat and should
diet like Sherman’s Mexican maid who, after dieting,
was “now beautiful.” The firing triggered charges

of “malpractice’” by a doctor on the clinic board, and
a supporter of Sherman, who felt that a clinic that
“‘equates fat with health” should not be allowed to
exist. Other doctors rallied to support the clinic
policy on weight. They ultimately overrode Sherman’s
supporter, who threatened to notify the funding
agency (LARF) of the situation and recommend that
they no longer fund the clinic.

The clinic policy on weight does not equate
fat with health, but rather, clearly states that it
cannot ‘“‘find any proof that fatness or thinness is
itself harmful to a person’s health. The clinic policy
states that “the stress and oppression imposed on
fat people by this society is severely detrimental to
their health.”

The controversy recommitted the women of the
clinic to take a firm stand in challenging the weight
standards set up by the medical profession, often
influenced more by the fashion and diet industries
than by standards of health. The firing reiterated
the clinic’s political commitment to create an
atmosphere of safety for fat women who are know-
ingly and purposefully abused and stigmatized in the
majority of medical settings. And the clinic’s move
o counteract racism underscored the potential for
feminist health centers to continue operating as
powerful political entities.

SUBSCRIBE! to NEWSWEST
the national GAY NEWSpaper

WomansBeat * Entertainment e Features

Please enter my subscri'pﬁon to NewsWest . . .
One yeor/26 issves: $10

Ml to: Two years/52 issues: $15.
Name e e
NEWSWEST Rddvasst . -

373 N. WESTERN AVE., SUITE #203
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90004 s Cify

or coll TOLL FREE: [800] 421-0460; State Zip

On Dying Fat

Charlotte died last week

Twenty-Eight and riddled with Cancer

In the hospital with almost all her hair gone
The doctors and her family worried

About her being fat

Put her on a diet

Low calories on her death bed

So she could have a pretty corpse, I suppose
So she could feel their wrath, I guess

So they could ease their guilt, I'm sure
Over how they put her down

Made her suffer right until

The last minute of her life —

For her own good, of course.

Lynn said, “'I'd like to die thin,

Even knowing all I know

Even knowing how diets kill me

I'd like to die thin

Cause there isn’t much to live for anyway.”

Cosmopolitan Magazine says

That in a survey they took

Amerikan women were more afraid of being fat
Than of dying.

Now that says something about

Life and death and living in Amerika.

Charlotte died last week
Her pain is over

Fat sisters, how long before ours ends?
Thin sisters, what do you do to help?

— Judy Freespirit
© 1977

WRITE ON, WOMAN!

A WRITER'S GUIDE TO WOMEN'S/FEMINIST/LESBIAN

ALTERNATE PRESS PERIODICALS ALL. OVER
—lypes of writing published ~-deadlines for '77
—subjects of interest THE COUNTRY —orientation . . ., and mare!
Send 350 to Lynne D Shapiro 92 Horatio Street, 45 N.Y.C. 10014
Checks WHN' 1o Lyrne Shapino. Pifee. fnefudes pos fq,s I‘hﬂdlﬁ-;.,.

Name l
Address

City. State _ Zip
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LESBIAN RESOURCE PROGRAM

THE GAY COMMUNITY SERVICES CENTER
1213 North Highland Avenue ﬂ
Hollywood, California 90038 \ A




= NaKEDLADES]
DRAWINGS AND SCULPTURE May 17-June 25

KATE MILLETT &5

The Womans Building,1727 N. Spring St., Los Angeles
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‘Diamonds Are A Dyke’s Best Friend

by Janisis and Laurie Bach

Women’s softball is easily one of the most diverse
sports in existence. There’s slow-piteh, fast pitch,
professional, recreational, competitive, non-com-
petitive, church leagues, bar leagues, industrial leagues,
prison leagues, co-ed leagues, women'’s leagues, girl’s
leagues, and so on. Enormous numbers of women play
softball and it is often thought that most of them are
lesbians, Substantiating this belief, a professional
player, Diane Kalliam, when asked how many of the
women in pro-softball are lesbians, replied, ““Virtually
all.”

Women'’s professional softball began its first season
with ten teams and will begin its second season with
only six. Four teams folded because of financial
difficulties such as poor sponsorship, lack of promo-
tion, and sloppy organization. The San Jose Suns,
with crowds of 1500, rarely get any newspaper
coverage and feel put off when the new San Jose
men’s professional soccer team gets a big spread plus
weekly game results. It’s called professional softball
but with salaries averaging around $2500, it more
accurately can be considered semi-pro.

Consequently, the players all hold other jobs.

More than half are teachers, P.E. and otherwise, and
so can play softball during the summer break. Others
have difficulty getting enough time off from their
employers, or have to take leave-of-absences and

pay losses.

Job security is of prime importance and keeps
many of these women from being outfront about
their sexuality. When Joe, the male office clerk for
the Santa Ana Lionettes was asked how many of the
players are lesbians, he replied emphatically, “none.”
Even though the vast majority are known to be gay,
few if any have a political or philosophical foundation
to support it.

Last year the season, with play-offs, ran into late
September and caused many job conflicts. This year
the season will be shorter, (partly because of fewer
teams) and is scheduled to be completed by Septem-
ber 1st. The teams will play 4 to 5 days a week, with
over half of the dates being double headers. Last year
was all double headers with each team playing 120
games in 100 days.

Three of the teams, the Connecticut Falcons, the
San Jose Sunbirds, and the Santa Ana Lionettes were
amateur teams that entered the pro ranks virtually
intact. They are joined by teams from St. Louis,
Buffalo, and Bakersfield (previously the Arizona
team). Last year’s winner was the Connecticut
Falcons with San Jose taking second, identical to
the standing in the A.S.A.’s (American Softball Asso-
ciation) Nationals the year before.

It would be unfair to mention women’s professional
softball without saying a few words about the woman
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who spearheaded its foundation. Joan Joyce, of the
Connecticut Falcons is not only a great player but a
terrific organizer as well.

AMATEUR CONFUSION

Professional Softball is clean and simple when com-
pared to the amateur scene. There are dozens of

association and organizations that rule over the various
leagues. Beginning with young girls, there’s the Bobbie
Sox (equivalent to the Little League) and the I.G.S.
(International Girl’s Softball). Then in high school,
there is Federated and A.S.A.’s age classification

leagues. Then comes the W.A.G.W.S., A.S.A., Triple

JOAN JOYCE, pitcher and part owner of the professional
women's softbaﬂ club, The Connecticut Falcons, throws the
fastest underhand piltch in the countyr. Her p:fch she explaine:
recently, has dropped from 210 m.p.h. to “‘only” 170.



A, and Double A, S.C.A.M.A.F., U.S.S.S.A., and
Municipal City Leagues (Muni) all of which have their
own rules, procedures, and regulations. Of course,
they don’t recognize each other and have stipulations
such as A.S.A.’s that says a team can’t play in their
league if it is playing in a Muni League.

OUT FRONT AS LESBIANS

Then there are all-lesbian teams that play in bar
leagues, the sponsors being the bar where the players
hang out. There are two sponsors being the

hang out. There are two leagues in the San Francisco
Bay Area; and Los Angeles had one until two years
ago when it folded and merged with the A.S.A.’s
Triple A traveling league and A.A. Independent
League. This was won last year by the Schleppers,

a bar team sponsored by the Love-In of North
Hollywood, California.

In the Municipal Leagues, many of the teams are
sponsored by commercial establishments and coached
by men. However, in Los Angeles there are now at
least two lesbian feminist teams: the Venice Amazons
sponsored by The Lesbian Tide and the People’s
Bisters, of Olivia Records.

TO HURL OR LOBB?

When women play softball a first question is frequent-
ly ‘‘shall we play slow-pitch or fast pitch?” The games
are similar, however, there are basic differences which
are important to consider before the team makes a
decision. Obviously, the first difference is the pitch.
In fast pitch the ball may be pitched with unlimited
velocity. At the height of her career Joan Joyce’s
pitch reached 210 m.p.h. The average A league pitch
is about 150 m.p.h. In slo-pitch the ball must be
lobbed and usually it is required that the ball reach

a height of ten feet before it drops over the plate. It
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z;s fnge!es Skylighter, Melissa Moseley, makes it look
easy!

Photo by: Ann Latchford

is assumed that the slo-pitch is the easier of the two to
to hit and therefore is a more enjoyable game for a
team whose hitting abilities are limited. Also, because
slo-pitch is more easily hit the game offers more of

an opportunity for the team to develop its defensive
skills. There is more action, more play, and less worry
without the more sophisticated strategies that are in-
volved in fast pitch competition. In fast pitch play
the pitching itself is more likely to determine the
success of the team. The fast pitch team must also
have a fairly well developed offensive and defensive
playing ability in order to effectively apply the more
complicated strategies of bunting, base stealing,
squeeze plays and the use of the hit and run (none of
which are allowed in slo-pitch). Because of this, fast
pitech is considered the more highly competitive

game. However, slo-pitch is gaining in popularity and
there are far more slo-pitch leagues than there are fast-
pitch.

COACHING: A TRUST RELATIONSHIP

Whether the team plays slo-pitch or fast-pitch, most
experienced players agree that a strong, assertive and
knowledgeable coach is required. Coaching gives

the team structure, aids the development of the
players skills and in general leads the players through-
out the season and teaches skill building. She must be
willing to set an example to her players in attitude
and morale. Often a coach sets demands which to
some feminists and non-competitive women appear
tyrannical. But as one coach put it, ‘I demand a ot
of my players and they in turn come to expect a lot
of themselves. We all respect each other for it.”

As in most other relationships, the relationship
between players and coach is founded on trust.
Players trust or don’t trust their coach to make
correct, objective decisions on strategies as well as
choice of players. Written data, such as batting
averages, running speed, throwing distance and accu-
racy, and fielding errors, is often used by coaches
to help guarantee that their decision making is done
as objectively as possible and to avoid personal per-

judices. Continued on page 37

Photo by: Ann Latchford

Virginia Valenzuela keeps a sharp eye on the infield from
her pivotal second base. (Ms. Fitz team, Los Angeles)
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The Lesbian Tide would like to stress the critical need
for lesbians ACROSS THE COUNTRY to join the
battle against Anita Bryant’s mounting campaign
against gay rights (see story). We see this issue as
focal to our lives as women and lesbians because many
sources predict if Dade County votes to repeal their
gay rights ordinance, it could be disasterous for the
ERA in Florida and such a gay defeat will give
Bryant’s forces momentum to continue their national
anti-gay campaign. Bryant has promised her organiza-
tion will next turn their attention to stopping the

gay rights bill now in Congress. The loud voice of
reactionary elements in Florida may very well

spark a national anti-gay and anti-ERA and anti -
abortion wave. Bryant’s forces have already spoken
publically linking the ERA and the gay issue. They
also strongly oppose the Supreme Court abortion
decision and have joined other forces across the
country calling for a repeal of that freedom. A

June 7 victory in Dade County is a defeat for our
freedoms.

We strongly urge feminists and lesbians of Florida
and Boston to join the anti-Bryant gay coalition
already formed in their states. We urge lesbians across
the country to send money and letters of supvnort to
gay and lesbian groups already mobilized in this
fight. Write and send money to: Dade County
Board of Commissioners, Dade County Coalition, P.O.
Box 414, Miami, FL 33133. '

GCSC WOMEN HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY

In their February/March 1977 issue Sister challenged
all concerned, GCSC, strikers, and community
women to come up with a creative alternative to this
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how two year old issue. Following this spirit The
Lesbian Tide calls upon lesbian feminists employed ,
at GCSC to do something other than get paid for the
jobs their sisters-once had. Specifieally, lesbian
feminists are in a position to validate the concerns

of the wider community by meeting with them and
working out possible solutions to the problem.
Secondly, lesbians at GCSC have a unique power to
approach the GCSC Board of Directors and request
them to meet and resolve the issue,

wers

LESBIAN TRANSSEXUALS ARE NOT A TOOL
OF PATRIARCHY

Dear Tide Collective:

This letter is in response to the article “Women: An
Endangered Species.’”” I share the alarm of Cindy
Frazier and Jane Hermin at the patriarchy’s campaign
to make women into a commodity they control.
However, I am angered by their equation of trans-
sexualism with the racism and sexism of the white
male power elite. Their characterization of trans-
sexuals as tool of the patriarchy was inaccurate and
insulting, devoid of any consideration for or solidarity
with those of us who are feminists and have had this
legitimate and painful medical problem. Frazier and
Hermin consider us a threat to other women. The
reasons we are not such a threat are as follows:
1)NUMERICAL MINORITY : Only one out of
every 200,000 people is a transsexual. That’s about
1200 in the United States. As non-transsexuals feel
as strongly about not changing their genitals as
transsexuals feel about the need to change ours, there’s
no way the patriarchy could produce anywhere
enough transsexuals to make physically normal
women ohsolete. Forcing surgery wouldn’t work
either — if you’re not a woman in your mind and
feelings, no operation will make you one.

2) SCARCITY OF SURGERY : The patriarchy is
doing anything but pushing transsexual surgery. Very
few clinics do it, and it is still a highly controversial
thing. The Stanford Genrer Dysphoria Clinic was
forced by the Stanford Board of Regents to stop
doing the surgery at the Stanford Medical Center,
even though the clinic is headed by the head of the
Stanford School of Surgery. Even this clinic, which
strongly believes in the surgery, makes it difficult to
obtain. Two thirds of its applicants are rejected in the
first screening, and only ten percent of those remainin
are operated upon.

Moreover, American economic oppression hits
transsexuals extremely hard. My expenses were
a not atypical $11,000. Most insurance companies
will not pay for transsexual surgery. Many transsex-
uals resort to prostitution or dope peddling to raise
these sums. I had to sue Blue Cross of Northern
California to get them to honor my policy. That took
ten months, and their new policies specifically ex-
clude transsexual surgery. Jan Morris and Renee

Continued on page’




Richards are hardly typical transsexuals, most of
whom are anything but “‘successful men.”

3) TRANSSEXUALS’ OPPRESSION AS WOMEN:
Frazier and Hermin have assumed that transsexuals
are privileged people, facing no oppression as women
and having no feminist consciousness. This is one of
the most elitist assumptions I have heard anyone
make in my ten years as a feminist. During that time
I have been a clerical worker, hassled by men on the
street, lost jobs and friends for being a transsexual,
been raped once, forced to fight off another rape
and subjected to all the shit dished out to women in
our society. On top of this, I have been trashed and
discriminated against in the women’s community
for being a transsexual, something that was completely
beyond my control. Frazier and Hermin damn us for
not being feminists but will not accept us as such.

Transsexuals, like lesbians, represent a cross-section
of the people and therefore have varying political
stances and consciousnesses. Frazier and Hermin have
ignored both this and the struggle by feminist
transsexuals to stop clinics from making approval for
surgery conditional on meeting stereotyped notions
of “femininity.” They have ignored our successful
struggle for the right to surgery as up-front lesbians.
Five years ago the Stanford Clinic stressed meeting
this society’s female role. Today they use their
feminist expatients as role models because we’re
more together and adjust in a non-stereotyped way to
life as women. This includes the 11% who become
lesbians before or after surgery. I believe this CR
work is important to the movement.

There has been a disturbing trend recently of
feminists blaming transsexuals for patriarchal
resistance to change, using us as scapegoats like the
Nazis did with Jews in depression-era Germany. We
are not the enemy, but we make a good target for
those who want to feel like militant radical feminists
without taking the risks involved in attacking the man.

The patriarchy is trying to exploit transsexuals by
saying we prove the desireability of its sex roles; we
are fighting this lie for ourselves and for our sisters.
Frazier and Hermin have obviously never met a
feminist transsexual (or have without recognizing
her as a transsexual), and I doubt that they want to —
it might force them to give up their prejudice against
us. A prejudice, I might add, that is very comfor-
table for those whose feminism is based on hating
men rather than loving women. Their attack on
transsexuals was fascistic, marring an otherwise right-
on article of great importance. I feel that they should
self-criticize the elitist attitude that they can make
assumptions about our lives and motivations rather
than learning about them from us in an atmosphere
of mutual support and mutual respect. That our
experiences as women have been different in some
ways from theirs make them no less valid.

In Sisterhood,
Joanne Darcy

Response:

Dear Joanne Darcy,

We had decided not to write about the oppression
of transsexuals who are feminists or lesbians. This
was regrettable, as was our decision not to mention
lesbian or fat oppression, or the torture and murder
of Chilean women. We intended and still intend to
go into greater depth in the future with all the issues
surrounding our theme.

We are angry that you have twisted our words in
order to enable yourself to air life-long grievances
by slandering us and our work. You have made us
into the enemy by focusing your criticism on us,
instead of seeing the white male power elite as the

enemy of all of us. You have utilized your status as
a man-who-became-a-woman to wedge yourself in
between us, and to create controversy around yourself.

Your statement that we ‘“‘equate transsexualism
with the racism and sexism of the white male power
elite’’ is one of your deceptive misquotes. We do,
however, see transsexuals as ‘“‘tools of the patriarchy”
in the same way that Third World women are guinea
pigs for birth control and sterilization technology.

We forsee a society in which the bodies and minds of
all people are molded to fit the needs of imperialism —
are, in fact, owned by the government.

Your assertion that ‘“‘the patriarchy is doing
anything but pushing transsexual surgery’’ and that
“two-thirds of the applicants are rejected in the first
screening” tells us that you do not understand the
nature of government control. You imply that because
of government restrictions (control) transsexuality
will not become common. Yet this proves our point
that the government wants to control all sexual tech-
nology.

Out of our one small paragraph about transsexual-
ity you claim to deduce that we have never known
any transsexuals, that we are ignorant of transsexual
oppression, that we hate men, that we are Nazis,
cowardly and fascist. Your letter serves as a reminder
to us that male to female transsexuals have had
access to the privileges, force of ego, and power of
men and retain them to varying degrees. And it brings
us to realize that not all male to female transsexuals
can be our sisters. y

Cindy Frazier and Jane Hermin
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LETTERS

Continued from page 25

. . . responses on S&M

Dear Lesbian Tide Collective,

Since spirituality was featured in the S&M articles,
I wish to illumine what the spiritual movement thinks
about the same. '

In Witcheraft we worship the capacity in wimmin
for pleasure. Any form of pleasure is condoned that
harms none and is mutual. Pain is not considered a
form of pleasure.

Amorous foremothers were not tying each other
down to bedposts or handcuffing each other. It was
unthinkable that the female principle could be
enslaved; for this same reason, they rejected marriage.
Any form of bondage, of body or soul, was considered
evil, ranking right up there with ignorance.

S&M orientation is bad magic. Ritualistic acting
out of bondage, espeically voluntarily, is creating a
thought form and energizing it. It becomes fact, not
fantasy. Bondage is decadent, because it derives its
theme from patriarchy and its structure from
unconscious, defeatist wishes (guilt).

I would like to declare that the spiritual community,
the Witches, do not identify spirituality or any form
of it with pain and enslavement, therefore we do not
consider S&M to be a spiritual act. While we have no
trouble accepting that some sisters like pain, we as
a religious group dedicated to life orientation and
pleasure celebration find it limited and decadent to
seek pleasure in pain.

Z Budapest

DAILY

3739 E. Colorado Blvd.
Pasadena, CA
(213) 449-9701

DOUBLE

Mostly women, restaurant,
Club atmosphere, beer, wine
dancing.

sisterhood
bookstore
-

this month
featuring:

New leskian books

Main address;

1357 Westwood Blvd.
Las Angeles, 90024
(213) 477-7300

The Woman's Building
1727 N. Spring

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  Los f\nueles 90012
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Dear Z

In your spiritual analysis of S&M you state that
“the spiritual community, the Witches — do not
consider S&M to be a spiritual act.”” as a Witch and
acting Priestess, I would like to offer a dissenting
opinion. “Eight words the Wiccan rede fulfill; An
it harm none, do what thou will” is the sole law which
all Pagans and Witches agree on. The charge of the
Goddess attributes these statements to Isis; “All
acts of love are sacred to me” and “All acts of love
and pleasure are my rituals.” You yourself say that in
Wicca “Any form of pleasure is condoned that harms
none and is mutual’’ but then you go on to condemn
a form of pleasure which its adherents describe as
both mutual and beneficial. I certainly agree that
freedom is an essential Pagan value; any time a
person is deprived of her freedom, both the cager
and the caged are polluted by that act. But according
to lesbians who practice S&M, pain and bondage are
a means to an end, and that end is transcendance. It
may not be the way I choose to worship Aphrodite,
but I do not find it necessary to judge my sisters’
sexuality as either “good” (spiritual) or “bad”
(sinful). I answer to no one but my lovers and the
Goddess for my sexual expression, and the idea of
presuming to judge others seems to me a psychological
form of bondage far worse than physical constraint
practiced between lovers.

The Great Goddess has ten thousand names, and

ten thousand manifestations. Why should we expect
less diversity among women?

May the Lady of Green Silences walk by your side,
Cerridwen Fallingstar

“Our program is a growing expecience for staff
and pargicipan'rs together, implemented in an
afmosphere of sisterhood, supportiveness,
sharing. This program is the unique energy of
women working with women for women."

ALCOHOLISM CENTER
for WOMEN

1147 south alvarado
los angeles, ca. 90006
(213) 38I-7805

a uf: eow randnl ... Lo

no discrimination as to race, religion, sexual preference

recovery homenon-residential services sliding-scale
traditional-innovative treatment techniques

positive’sensitive-aware




GORGONS SPEAK FOR SEPARATISM

Dear Lesbian Tide,

We are Gorgons, an activist lesbian separatist
group who wrote the Lesbian Anti-Rape Packet.
We are writing in response to the review, by Joan
Robins, of the packet.

First of all the price was quoted wrong in the review.
The packet costs $1.00, except when ordering by

mail, then add $.45 for postage.

We were outraged by the review. Joan states that
“The hardest part of reading the packet, for me, was
the lesbian separatist ideology that permeates the
articles.”” How can a lesbian like a political statement
without liking the politics of that statement? We
think it is impossible to like parts of our packet but
not like the politics contained in it. The politics are
an integral part of the packet.

We are tired of lesbians indicating to us that they
like what we do but they hate our politics. Our poli-
tical actions and statements are based on our politics
(lesbian separatism) and they can’t be divided from
each other. It makes us mad, so don’t be nice to us
and pretend you like the packet And then be
anti-separatist in some of your comments. It makes
the ““nice” part phoney and just as anti-separatist as
the other part.

Our politics explain why rape exists today. Rape
began with the takeover of the matriarchies and the
reason it still exists is because we still live in a patriar-
chy. Based on this analysis we wrote the articles con-
tained in the packet.

We especially resent her closing remarks about
lesbian separatism being a dead end for the lesbian
movement. Lesbian separatists have developed and
put out a clear analysis of patriarchy and ways to
oppose it. Separatists have also been a consistent
force among lesbians for dealing with class, race, age,
fat, etc. Fighting patriarchy is hardly a dead end.

What is a dead end about wanting to live in a
world where there is no oppression? As long as we
live in patriarchy (no matter what form it takes,
capitalism, fascism, dictatorship or socialism) women

Body Politic

Gay Libera'xxloumal

...when you subscribe to The Body Politic you get
ten issues a year of Canada’s national gay journal,
and that means: news you won'’t find anywhere else,
news analysis that makes sense of it all, thought-
provoking features, the Dykes column, “Flaunting
It,” Our Image, the pull-out review section with
features Like Lesbiana, the celebration of Jeannette
Foster and Gene Damon...all in all a bargain at
$12.50 for a first-class sub in your standard plain

Send to:

The Body Politic
Box 7289, Station A
Toronto, Ontario
Canada
M5W 1X9

will still be oppressed. We believe that lesbian separa-
tism is the only analysis for lesbians and women who
want to destroy patriarchy.

Gorgons
HAILING OUR HERSTORIANS

Dear Lesbian Tide:

I’m somewhat surprised that Gahan Kelley in her
review of Vivien’s A Woman Appeared to Me, (LT,
March/April, 1977) did not at all mention the very
important essay introduction by Gayle Rubin which
comprises nearly Y of this new edition/translation of
Vivien’s 1904 autobiographical novel. Certainly with-
out it we would have finished the novel still retaining
many gaps. Gayle’s essay provided us with something
we have so little of — a lesbian /feminist perspective
on the historical/personal context within which

these lesbians acted and reacted. To ignore Gayle’s
own contribution to filling in the ‘“empty gaps” that
plague our history, is to slight the hard, painstaking,
frustrating work of today’s lesbian herstorian who

is tracing that past which, as Gahan indicates herself,
is lost, hidden and destroyed. I’'ve been involved in
some lesbian historical research myself, trying to
track down some lesbian hoboes during the depression
era of the 1930s. Please — it’s not easy digging it

out and putting it together. I hope in the future that
today’s lesbian movement and media will make an
effort to recognize the important work of lesbian
herstorians like Gayle. If we can thank Jonathan
Katz for his work toward recovering our lesbian past,
let us begin to present laurels to our own lesbian
women. I would personally like to thank Gayle Rubin
here and to show at least some kind of verbal and
emotional support for her contribution. Thank you,
Gayle.

In all sincerity,

JR Roberts
Chicago, IL

DEMONSTRATIONS

Call for dates and times. (213) 655-3331 (tape), or 655-3332
Sponsored by the Los Angeles Chapter of NOW, 8271 Melrose
Ave., Suite 109, Los Angeles, CA 90046

645-8350 466-7127

MASSAGE

ACUPRESSURE

Holly Jackson
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Elsa Gidlow,
Ladder Treasures

by Cindy Frazier

Review : Sapphic Songs by Elsa Gidlow ($3.50) and
The Lesbian Home Journal: Stories from the Ladder,

%dited by Barbara Grier and Coletta Reid. Diana Press,
$5.75.

Diana Press has just released two new books of lesbian
writings: The Lesbians Home Journal, Stories from

- the Ladder, and Sapphic Songs: Seventeen to Seventy
by Elsa Gidlow.

Elsa Gidlow is a “‘found lesbian poet” whose recen-
tly discovered erotic poetry has caused great excite-
ment in the west. This edition combines many of her
earliest writings with some recent poetry, as well as
poems from her middle years. There are also photo-
graphs of the poet accompanying the poetry.

As Ms. Gidlow writes in her preface, this book was
published by popular demand, and she herself had no
intention of republishing many of these poems.
Indeed, of the early ones there is only one that is a
poetic triumph: “To the Unknown Goddess.” Most
of the early poems are weakened by romantic cliches,
and by the poet’s failure to draw poetry out of the
language itself. They tend to hold on to the conven-
tional conceits and postures of popular romantic
verse, perhaps as a way to legitimize the lesbian exper-
ience they describe. Their strength seems to come
from the tenacity of the poet in persisting with the
poem, rather than from inspiration or insight. In short,
they are the work of a poet who hasn’t quite found
her voice.

The later poems reveal Ms. Gidlow as a primarily
spiritual poet, and her best poems invariably occur
when she is praising the ‘“female principle,” Goddess,
or muse. She shows us that spirituality and sexuality
are inseparable — perhaps especially for lesbians. The
magnificent ‘“‘Invocation to Sappho’ shows Gidlow at
her best: free and full of light and love.

The Lesbians Home Journal is an anthology of
short fiction that the Ladder published since it began
in 1956. These stories make one want to write — to
write the perfect coming-out story, or the perfect
lesbian love story. The authors try it from every
angle conceivable, and the variety is almost overwhel-
ming. The Ladder was for years the major (if not the
only) exponent of lesbian writing, and many authors
— some known, some unknown — were funnelled
through its pages.

Isabel Miller is without doubt the shining star in
this collection. Her two pieces are lucid, natural,
unpretentious. They are notable for their sad, ironic
humor which seems to say that lesbianism is sweet
and bitter at the same time. Of all the authors, she
seems to be the most comfortable with her subject.
She moves through her stories as though through a
wonderland, as innocent and confident as Alice. An
anthology of Isabel Miller’s stories would truly be a
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REVIEWS

(

_ contribution to lesbian literature.

Perhaps the most memorable story here is “The
Fire” by Helen Rose Hull. First published in 1917,
it is the story of the romantic friendship between a
“spinster” art teacher and her pupil. The most succes-
sful element in the story is the metaphor of the fire
which Miss Egert sets blazing in her garden just as
Cynthia’s mother comes to retrieve her from her
beloved teacher. The elements of art, love and pagan
(women'’s) spirituality all combine through the flames

— as well as the spirit of the older woman, who
refuses to give up her independence to satisIy

straight society.

This anthology makes one wonder where our
literary history is buried — or rather, if it is buried
at all. The writings of Gertrude Stein, Willa Cather,
Djuna Barnes, Carson McCullers, (to hame but a
few) are all proofs of the near-unequalled strength of
leshian authors. Despite suppression , lesbians have
insistently come to the surface with works that make
— and change — literary history.

T6 the man
reporter from the
Denver Post

"

poems by Chocolate Waters

“painfully courageous” — Small Press Review

“literally beautiful and exciting” — Women's Press

“a worthy edition to any feminist library” — Big Mama Rag

“strong and savage” — Booklegger

“warm and icy cold and fantastically funny” — Albatross

“raises essential questions we all need to confront . . ." — Chomo-Uri
“an absolute joy to read” — Leshian Connection

To the Man Reporter from the Denver Post:

Lesbian Feminist poetry and humor by Chocolate Waters.
Send $2.75 plus 30¢ postage to the author c/o Big Mama Rag,
1724 Gaylord, Denver, CO 80206.




The Many Ways of
Teresa Trull

The Ways a Woman Can Be by Teresa Trull, pro-
duced and distributed by Olivia Records, $5.50.

Dear Teresa,

You have expressed with your lyrics and music
the uncountable feelings of woman-loving women,
of lesbianism in its finest form. Your blues style
accentuated emotions from tenderness to anger and
the harmonies of voices and instruments echoed
within me. You escorted me through bedrooms of

my past to political uprisings of my past and future.
I found myself reevaluating my commitments to
the women’s movement, and feeling them grow
stronger. It always helps to know that others have
shared similar experiences.

“Second Chance” glided me back to my experien-
ces of first relating to women as friends, sisters and
lovers as if it happened only yesterday. The feelings
of fear and warmth that this song describes became
almost a reality once again. Well, the fear disappeared
and the warmth and strength grew. I only wished
I had woman-loving women to fill me up when “my
mother gave up my marriage and my father gave up
his son.” YOu wanted “Woman-loving women” to
be a dyke stomping song and you most definately
succeeded. I felt like walking down Main Street,
100,000 strong.

Well, marching down the street can be draining and
tiresome. The encouragement and affection we give
each other keeps our movement together . “Grey
Day” shows the energy flowing from woman to
woman. It’s loving, sharing, giving, taking. It’s
political, social, sexual. It’s “The Ways a Woman
Can Be.”

SUBSCRIBE! ;
Sub: $8.00 per year
Sample copy: $2.75 by mail
Checks payable to:
Tomato Publications Ltd.
70 Barrow Street
ﬂ U ﬂ R New York, NY 10014

We are looking for graphic

and written contributions.
We pay for all work that
we print. Write for details.

A MAGAZINE OF LESBIAN CULTURE AND ANALYSI

FALL ‘76: Making a Backpack ® Mouth Care ® Photos by
Alice Austen ® Name Change ® Coming Out On Celluloid
eGiving Up Kidz ® Plus: analysis, letters, reviews, humor.

WINTER '76-'77: Beautiful 4 color poster and
magazinelette.

FUTURE ISSUES SPRING ‘77 Ethnic Dykes, copy
deadline Feb. 1st. SUMMER ‘77 Animals, copy dead-
line May 1st.

Each of your songs, Teresa, represents a part of
woman, a part of the movement, a part of me. With-
out each other, I wonder how strong each of us
individually could be. The support you received
from women has helped, I’'m sure, put this wonderful
album together. So, to all the other musicians,
vocalists, photographers, technical artists, friends and
sisters who helped you, please send to them a thank-
you from me.

As to the Olivia Record Collective, I'm glad you
exist. Without you, women’s music would be a one-
night-stand. Now i can be shared among women at
a;qg Eime. I'm waiting for the next album. Who will
it be!

I would like to comment on the bilingual album
cover and insert. There are many more women who
can now appreciate and share women’s music. It
opens many doors for many women who previously
came against brick walls. For them, for all of us,
thank you for sharing your songs.

Blessed Be,
C_?untry

Olivia Records presents
anotherin the
growing series of albums
made by women
with power
and with love.

$5.50 plus .55 mailing each, from Olivia Records,
PO Box 70237, Los Angeles CA 90070. California
residents add 69%. Also al feminist and record stores.
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Knowing Your Wheels
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by Maria Ramos

The Greasy Thumb Automechanics Manual for
Women, written by Barb Wyatt and illustrated by
Julie Zolot, Iowa City Women’s Press, 1976.

You will find The Greasy Thumb a welcome introduc-
tion to demystifying your automobile. Unlike the
usual automechanics manuals which are written by
men for men, this book assumes no previous mechani-
cal knowledge on the part of the user. It is intended
for women who want to learn something about how
the car works, its basic maintenance requirements and
general repairs.

The manual is divided into three parts. “Tools and
Theory” identifies the necessary basic tools you
will need for auto work and explains the basic systems
that motor the auto and how they function. ‘“Main-
tenance and Repairs” lists step by step procedures for
performing general maintenance routines including
oil changes, lube jobs and tune-ups and contains

SKILLS MANUALS BY & FOR WOMEN

The Greasy Thumb " Against The Grain: A
Automechanics Manual Carpentry Manual
for Women for Women

Written by Barb Wyatt
Ilustrated by Julie Zolot

Written and lllustrated by
Dale McCormick

Price: $5.50

Order from the lowa City Women'’s Press
116 E. Benton St.
lowa City, lowa 52240
or from your local bookstore

Reviewa

eve’'s garden®

A sexual boutigue created by women for women,

119 West 57th Street, New York, New York, 10019 e (212) 245-1432
SEND 25c FOR CATALOG
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hints on general repairs. The final section, ‘“Trouble-
shooting,” covers typical car problems such as oil and
motor leaks, failure of engine to start, electrical
failtures, etc. All the sections are written in a simple
and stralghtforward manner and are accompanied by
helpful diagrams and photos.

The manual addresses issues that would be specifi-
cally useful to women. Wyatt is particularly sensitive
to safety factors, use of unfamiliar tools, and ways
of getting maximum body strength through leverage.
She also suggests that women form collectives as a
way of economizing on the purchase of tools and
as an excellent format for skill sharing.

For women who have had a very tentative relation-
ship with their cars, and see the regions beneath the
hood as a culturally mystified domain, The Greasy
Thumb is a fine guide. It is a positive step toward
controlling a technology that has generally excluded
and exploited women psychologically as well as
materially.

(Note: The repair and troubleshooting procedures
are directed toward 1970 or older cars without
airconditioning or extra power equipment.)

Cross Dressing Not An Imitation

(Ed. Note: Last issue we reviewed Jonathan Katz’
book Gay American History which documents,
among many other things, historical lesbians who
dressed in male clothing all of their lives and “‘passed”
as men. The following analysis of cross dressing
appeared in Gay Community News.)

Katz’s feminist consciousness plays an important

role in the compilation of lesbian material. He points
out, for example, that women who passed as men are
not “imitation men,’ but rather “real women, women
who refused to accept the traditional, socially
assigned fate of their sex, women whose particular
revolt took the form of passing as men. A basic
feminine protest is a recurring theme in all these lives,
appearing sometimes as a conscious, explicit feminism,
other times as an inchoate, individual frustration . . .
In a most radical way, the women whose lives are
recounted here rejected their socially assigned

passive role; they affirmed themselves as self-deter-
mined, active, assertive, powerful — in the way they
knew, the guise of men. These passing women can
only be understood within the framework of a
feminist analysis.

MARKETS FOR LESBIAN WRITERS

Nan Hawthorne, P.O. Box 35, Norway MI 49870

is compiling a guidebook for lesbian writers to assist
them in finding markets for their work. If you have
information to contribute to the guidebook, please
write her. She anticipates the ms. will be ready for
publication early 1978 and welcomes the interest of
any publisher who might consider bringing it out.
(Reprinted from Women In Print Newsletter.)




NEW YORK, N.Y. 10014

IN HER DAY

RITA MAE BROWN

“Good and mean and sassy. That's
Rita Mae.” —Kate Millett

$4.50

rves

“A spell-binder, verbal sleight of
hand as satisfying as it is serpen-
tine." —The Washington Post

$4.50

THE

MONIQUEWITTIG

“It is a remarkable and very impor-
tant book . . . A masterpiece.”
—Marguerite Duras

$4.50
%,

BACKLIST LESBIAN NOVELS

June Arnold

SISTER GIN $4.00
Rita Mae Brown
RUBYFRUIT JUNGLE $4.00
Elana Nachman
RIVERFINGER WOMEN $4.00

the carpenter y
THE COOK AND THE CARPENTER
$3.00

At leading bookstores or order.
Add $.35 per book handling.
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A Family of Lesbians

by Terry Wolverton

Lover by Bertha Harris, published by Daughters, Inc.,
1976.

Lesbians have long been starved for a sense of our
own roots. In Lover, Bertha Harris re-creates her

own story and in doing so, begins to weave a her-
story for us all. To illustrate her autobiography, the
author creates an amazing cast of characters —a
family of lesbians, grandmothers, mothers and daugh-
ters who live together — to represent various aspects
of her life and personality.

The central figure is Flynn, a young woman who
dreams of creating a brain machine: her own brain,
alive in a jar, functioning fully without the tedious
and painful excesses of her body. She has managed
to make herself stop menstruating; she is trying to
escape her destiny of womanhood, a trap as she sees
it. The women she lives with, her grandmothers
Samaria and Veronica, who are lovers, her mother
Daisy, who has betrayed her by going off with men,
even her younger sisters Rose and Rose-Lima, have
all sucecumbed to the temptations of the flesh. Flynn
wants something different, safer, for herself.

Harris interjects her own presence from time to
time, describing encounters with the women she
loves. Her tone is bittersweet, for loving is both
joyous and tearing at the same time. And yet, her
viewpoint is that we are only truly alive as we become
lovers, consumed by loving and creating love, that
we can no more escape it than we can live pickled in
a jar forever.

Elements of autobiographical truth and impossible
fantasy blend inseparably. Past, present and imagina-
tion are almost indistinguishable at times, as if the
whole of herstory were one long tremulous lesbian
love affair. Interspersed are stories of saints and heras
from the past, our foremothers who fought and often
suffered for their womanhood, their loving.

The novel is both brilliant and difficult; the reader
must be willing to let go of linear understanding,
immerse herself in the flow of the language, to roll
sensuously on the tongue of the magical images. The
overall effect of the book is an impression, rather than
a literal meaning. For this reason, some readers may
find it frustrating and inaccessible. Truly, it is con-
fusing, but the atmosphere of chaos is part of the emo-
tional design of the book. Lover is a novel to absorb
into the senses and carry around afterwards; Harris
has created a complex and beautiful piece of writing.
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WOMEN’S FAIR

WOMEN’S FAIR, sponsored by WOMONSPACE
women’s center, May 15, 10-4 p.m., 237 Hill, Santa
Monica: there will be women performers, artisans,
demonstrators of skills, and feminist cultural/political
groups and businesses. FREE to the public.

This is a grand opening celebration of organizational
work and love put into Womonspace. Other purposes
of the fair are to promote the women’s movement
and to create space for women to share with the
public their skills and work.

There is still room for participants (individuals and
groups selling items will be charged $10 or 15% —
whichever greater — for their space) and women
wanting to share their time/skills preparing and/or
helping at the fair: please contact Womonspace
immediately.

Womonspace functions through open staff meetings
lla.m. - 1 p.m. every Saturday. We are open to all
gelf-defined feminist women and women with feminist
tendencies.

TRIBUTE TO ANAIS NIN

During May, KCRW-FM’s (89.9) “Feminine Perspec-
tive” show, produced and moderated by Jessica
Schuman, will present a tribute to the noted feminist
author Anais Nin (selected readings and commentary).
The show airs weekly on Tuesdays (3 p.m.) and
Fridays (7:30 p.m.). For exact date call Jessica at
450-5183.

Free Subs

Even MARY HEARTLESS doesn’t know of a better
deal! . . . THE LESBIAN TIDE delivered to your
very home a la plain brown wrapper for one year
....FREE!
Impossible you say?

Not if you jog over to your local college, library,
center, or institution of your choice and tell them to
subscribe. Tell them it’s $10 per year paid to: TIDE
PUBLICATIONS, 8855 Cattaragus Ave., Los Angeles,
CA 90034. (Their purchase orders accepted.)

Then, write us of your feat. The moment we hear
from “your” college, etc. we put you on our sub list
FREE for a year!
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PAGE ONE ROBBED

Thieves broke into the car of Nancy Alexander, the
owner of Page One Feminist Bookstore in Pasadena,
and stole her briefcase containing more than $1,000.
Half the money was cash, and half was in checks,
most of them for the Margie Adam Concert. If you
wrote a check during 2/28 through 3/5, Page One
desperately needs to replace your check with a new
one. They will show their appreciation by offering
a free Margie Adam poster to anyone who replaces
their check, as long as the supply lasts. Send checks
and/or donations to: Nancy Alexander, Page One

MAY FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS

A major Southern California celebration of women’s
music and art featuring some well known and some
new, feminist talent is scheduled for May 15,

10-5 p.m. at the Cal State University at Northridge
campus. The festival promises a politically as well as
socially stimulating day by bringing together women
from various economic and cultural backgrounds.
Musicians, artists, craftswomen and filmmakers from
all over the state will be there to express the politics
which effect our lives. There will also be booth space
for groups and organizations, and food. $1 donation
is requested. From L.A. take the San Diego Freeway
north, then west on Nordoff Street.

2
- LA WoMmens Teow p

The first edition of the L.A. WOMEN'S YELLOW PAGES I
will be out 1n September. This will be a 100+ page
book, 1isting services by and for women in our com-

munity. We will distribute 10,000 copies and guar-
antee to reach a large women's audience, A1l of
our printing, layout, etc. will be handled by
women, and our costs are set to cover expenses
only. We need your support! Deadline for ads s
June 30. For more information, write the L.A.W.P.
Women's Community Inc., 1727 N. Spring, LA 90012
or call 221-6161 (days) 258-4023 (evenings).

Al




Venice Amazon team member Nancy Greene warms up for
‘a long hot season! Team is sponsored by The Lesbian Tide.

AMAZONS TO MEET MS. FITZ’S

Calling all softball fans . . .! The Venice AMAZONS,
sponsored by The Lesbian Tide, will meet the Ms.
Fitz’s this Sunday, May 1 for an Exhibition Benefit
Softball game. The game will be at 2:30 at Penmar
Park (1 block east of Lincoln, off Rose — in Venice).
$1.00 donation for equipment for the teams will be
asked. This is the Amazon’s first game. The Ms.
Fitz’s, sponsored by the West L.A. bar of the same
name, have played two practice games. Both teams
are in the L.A. City League, Fast Pitch, League B
and so are expected to meet each other in league
play this summer. Games will be played on Thursday
evenings beginning June 2nd. The Amazons are
composed of many LALALA team members from
last season and they invite the community to join
and support their play this summer also.

Q
BOOKS h

FOR & BY

WOMEN

This month featuring:
Gay American History
(400 years of lesbian herstory)

PAGE
ONE

| .n\ 26 N.LAKRE, PASADENA

Mon, - Sat. 11:00 - 5:30, 7929011

LALALA REVISITED!

Other former LALALA members have joined new
women this season to enter the L.A. City, Slow
Pitch, B:League. The team is called LALALA and
their roster is still open to new players. Call Ann
Cirksena at 392-4730 if you wanna play ball!

In bar league play, the Love-Inn Schleppers (who
won the league last year) will play the Skylighters
April 24 at Sepulveda Recreation Center in Van
Nuys (call Skylight 399-9585 for time and directions).
The Dummy Up (Regents), as well as the Sandpipers,
Regals, Hustlers and Sportettes, will also play in the
League. The Palms has no team this season. Call
your local bar for game times and dates.

The big game of the month is probably a May20
contest between the professional teams; Connecticut -
Falcons and San Jose Sunbirds. Catch the action at the
Santa Ana Bowl, 7:00 p.m.

Forum Dates: CLASS, TRASHING

May 1st topic: “Class & Feminism.” May 15th topic:
“Trashing vs. Political Disagreement’ and “Smoking.”
Both events held at ACW (1147 8. Alvarado). Child-
care. $.50 donation. Further information: Suzanne
Hendrich 826-3281.

Continued on page
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- CRAFTS € ARTS FOR SALE - KARATE - THEATER - POETRY

WQMQNSPACE

womens centef

GRAND OPENING
CELEBRATION

and

WOMEN'S FAIR

sunday
may 1o
\0am-4pm

", 237 Hill Street,

Santa Monica

Free TO The PULLIC
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HOW MANY GAYS?

The Institute for Sex Research (Kinsey Institute) at
Indiana University has provided documentation and
substantiation of gay movement claims to a popula-
tion of 20,000,000 predominantly gay people in

the United States and that this population transcends
all geographic and ethnic barriers.

The letter was requested from Dr. Gebhard of the
Institute by the National Gay Task Force to meet
a variety of purposes, including constant requests
from the news media to defend our claims. The
immediate political use for the letter was as
documentation of the size of the national gay com-
munity provided to the Administration at the March
26 White House meeting.

The National Gay Task Force will provide copies
of the Gebhard letter on request from any local
organization which feels that it would be useful to
its purposes.

Contact Ginny Vida, (212) 741-1010.

MARTHA SHELLEY and Kathryn McHargue will

~ hold a poetry reading May 22nd, 8 p.m., at the Church

-

in Ocean Park. 235 Hill St., Santa Monica. “Music
intervals” will be provided by Bobi Jackson &
Candyce. $2.00.

MARGIE ADAM will appear in concert at Riverside
City College on May 1st, 7:30 p.m. in the Student
Center, located at 4800 Magnolia Ave. in Riverside.
$3.50. Call R.C.C. Women’s Center (714) 684-3240
ext. 240. '

LESBIAN COUPLES group forming: We are lesbian
feminist couples inviting other couples interested in
information sharing and problem solving, to join us.
The group’s goal is to enhance relationships, deal with
intimacy, and other issues — power, sex, money, etc. —
within our relationships. We meet twice monthly. For
further information call The Tide at 839-7254 or
Simone Wallace at Sisterhood Bookstore, 473-9090.

HEALTH JOBS!

We are an alternative feminist women’s health clinic
seeking Women’s Health Care Specialists and /or
Nurse Practioners who are invested in seeing and
treating women as total people. We welcome you

to our unique setting with the promise of your and
our growth. If you need to move to Los Angeles to
take the job, we will help you relocate. Please send
resume (include movement background and phone
number) to Renee Potick, R.N. at WESTSIDE WOMEN
WOMEN'S CLINIC, 1711 Ocean Park Blvd., Los
Angeles, CA 90405.
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LESBIANS NEEDED AT IL.W.Y.
by Bobbi Bennet, N.O.W. Lesbian Task Force

The federal government has decided that 1977 is thé
year to ““find out” what the women want. To do this

' it is sponsoring an International Women’s Year

Conference (I.W.Y.) in every state with the climax
being a national I.W.Y. Conference in Houston, Texas
this November. California’s I.W.Y. Conference is being
held at the University of Southern California June

16 through 19. It will be the task of these women to
determine the issues and adopt the resolutions which
will reflect the California view point at Houston as
well as to elect a slate of 96 delegates to carry the
resolutions there,

We as lesbians represent a defined minority of the
women'’s population. At the present time, the
following members of the lesbian community have
expressed an active interest in representing us in
Houston: Diane Abbitt, Bobbi Bennet, Jeanne Cordova,
Josephine Daly, Terry Decrescenzo, Phyllis Lyon,

Del Martin, Jane Paterson.

Your vote for them as delegates as well as your
vote on the two resolutions for the end of discrimin-
ation based on sexual preference, and the deletion
of all archaic, oppressive laws on sex between consen-
ting adults, is now DESPERATELY NEEDED. Please
stand up and be counted!

Call the .

To register for the Conference call the L.W.Y.
office at (213) 747-5500 and they will mail you a
registration form to pre-register with, or register at
the door. A
For further information regarding the lesbian partici-
pation, call Bobbi or Diane at (213) 996-1574.

Continued on page 3|

- AUDITIONS

Serious Musicians Wanted For -

WOMAN'S BAND

Call Tricia - 466-2577
After 6:00 P.M.

OASIS PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS:

RIPE COLOSSAL OLIVES
an evening of music and prose with
EVAN PAXTON, SALLY PIANO

Friday, May 13, 8:00 p.m.

Women Only $3.00 Child care.

Santa Monica Bay Women ’s Club
1210 4th Street, Santa Monica, CA
Tickets at the door or Sisterhood, Page One, Wicca,
Sojourner, Feminist Horizons.
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~ OLIVIA RECORDS MOVING?

Rumors circulating in Los Angeles that Olivia Records,
the L.A. based national women’s music company, is
moving are partially true. Olivia confirms a move is
“very possible’” but at this time the matter is under
discussion and they have no definitive word on where
they might move or when. Two of several reasons the
group may leave their present houses and offices on
Gramercy Dr. are the need for more space and the

fact they are now paying $2,000 a month rent and

not getting any equity as they don’t own the property.
The Collective further reports they have been consid-
ering Oakland, California as a future site because down
payments and property are cheaper there, but they
also may remain in Los Angeles if they can find a
location to suit their needs. The group plans to

make a more concrete public statement sometime in
May.

KUHNER TAKES JOB AT GCSC

Susan Kuhner, a former member of the Los Angeles
lesbian feminist community, returned from Northern
California in March to accept a position as Community
Outreach Co-ordinator of the Gay Community
Services Center’s CETA program. Kuhner was in

L.A. before, during, and after the May 1975 firings

of six lesbians and subsequent strike against GCSC.
Asked if she had any conflict about working for an
organization that is boycotted by many of her sisters,
Kuhner replied “not much.” Although other sources
report she had walked on the picket line in the summer,
of 1975, Kuhner said she had been “neutral’’ and had
“never’’ supported the strike.

CENTER PReSp

a division of
alcoholism center for women

1147 south alvarado, 1. a.
381-7805
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eminist groups,
rates flexible:
sblack § white,
color

| *business cards
%%tllicaﬁons
. press
typesetting ~

=

/j o ——————
women Leaching women

HERSELF HEALTH CLINIC EXPANDS

Herself Health Clinic, a clinic which gives special
attention to lesbians, is now open Wednesday evenings
6-9:30, as well as on Monday evenings. For
appointments, call 666-9623 during the afternoon.
They are located at 4164 Santa Monica Blvd. in Los
Angeles, 90029.

They are looking for new women, interested in
clinic work, fund-raising, skill sharing, or organizing
to become involved in the clinic also. Call the above
number or 662-4454.

Tax deductable donations are always welcomed.

Continued on page 36

381-7805
390-6133
273-6633
821-6557

Alcoholism Center for Women
Califia Community
ll Career Planning Center
'Fat Underground — Reanne
Health
Herself Health Clinic
Westside Women'’s Clinic
Legal
Legal Clinic (Saturday only)
Legal Aid Foundation
People’s Law Collective
Lesbian. Resource Program (Gay
Community Services Center)
National Organization for Women L.A.
N.O.W. Hollywood 654-8340
:N.O.W. Lesbian Task Force 655-3332

Orange County Gay Community Center 714-534-
3261

413-4871
450-2191

450-2191
393-1488
485-0606
464-7400
ext. 32

655-3332

iPublications
Lesbian News 396-5135
Lesbian Tide 839-7254
Sister 828-0939
Rape Crisis Hotline 677-8116
,Status of Women Commission 974-1455
(referrals, sex discrimination )
Problem-solving Contact Raps
Women’s Centers

Womonspace (formerly Westside
Women's Center)

California St. University L.A.
Santa Monica College

399-9813

224-3486

392-4911
ext. 365

California St. Univ. Northridge 885-2780
UCLA 825-3945
Woman's Building 221-6161

For local CONCERTS, Latest BOOKS, RECORDS,
and national products by and for lesbians — see our ads.
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SAN DIEGO ART FESTIVAL

The Seventh Annual Women’s Festival of the Arts in
San Diego, a six week event sponsored by the Center
for Women'’s Studies and Services and its San Diego
State University Student Chapter, continues through
May 22. The Festival is an acknowledgement and
celebration of women’s achievement in the arts.

The Festival’s intent is to be educational as well as
aesthetic, as the artists and audiences come together
to explore the function and meaning of art. It will
feature an exhibit as well as workshops, dramatic
presentations, chamber music and poetry, picnic and
celebrations. For more information contact CWSS,
908 F Street, San Diego, CA, 714-233-8984.

WOMAN’S BUILDING GETS GRANT

The Los Angeles Woman’s Building received a $5,000
grant from the MS. Foundation in March.

According to the MS. Foundation, the money was a special
emergency grant to help the building maintain operating
budget. The Foundation usually only aids survival projects.
Building has also begun a membership drive as they
depend on memberships to raise the funds to keep
the roof overhead, pay for the phone, and support

their skeletal staff. Regular membership is $20, $12
for students and unemployed. Tax deductible. Please
send to Women’s Community, Inc. ¢/o the Woman’s
Building, 1727 N. Spring St., Los Angeles, 90012.
Members receive discounts to events and mailed
information.

Meg Christian
- Pat Parker
Holly Near

JOELYN GRIPPO

Filling the Evening with Music and Comedy

Teresa Trull

! Mary Watkins

| Soturdqy’ and more...7
May 28— 8:00pm Two Concerts:

Saturday, June 18 — 8 pm
Sunday, June 19 — 2 pm

L

WOWEN CN- WIHELS CONCERT SIS

ROBERT L. FROST AUDITORIUM 4401 ELENDA AVE., CULVER CITY

Tickets $4.00 available from Women on Wheels, P.O. Box 5343, Santa Monica, CA 90405 or from Los
Angeles Area Women's Bookstores. Child Care reservations (213) 4134921, general info (213)483-05622
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Dyke’s softball...

Continued from page 23

Like any other position of power, coaching can be
and sometimes is abused. However, as more women,
especially more feminists become involved in athletics
on the coaching level, the position will become more
co-operative. Jeanne Cordova, coach of the Venice
Amazons, has a commitment to “foster harmony .
basic sisterhood . . . among the players as well as
provide incentive for each player to do her best.” She
explains her team’s structure as non-authoritarian but
not ‘‘exactly” collective either.*“You’d have to call it
a democracy. Primary questions like what level of
competition we want to play are posed to the team,
they decide and I as coach set this structure. We don’t
argue every point into concensus, but I don’t feel
good about doing something that 52% of the team
wants and 48% opposes. We try to compromise and
are collectively agreed on our basic points.”

NATIONAL RESOURCE FILE

An excellent resource list, “Toward Equal Rights for
Lesbian Mothers’’ has been compiled by Mary K.
Blackmon. The list may be distributed as a supplement
to Iris Films’ documentary on custody for lesbian
mothers. It includes national listings of groups, legal
counselling, sources of emotional support, classes,
hotlines, research for testimony in court cases, expert
witnesses, videotapes, documentation of cases all

over the country, and a bibliography. Included in the
catalogue are two resource centers that contain
further files on the subject. Copies are available for
$1.00 (cost of materials and postage). Write to: Mary
K. Blackmon, 2327 Glyndon Ave., Venice, CA 90291_._

Memorial Weekend GAY Meet
Rowe, Mass. — Lesbians and gay men will have a unique
opportunity for dialogue and socializing in a beautiful
country setting on Memorial Day Weekend (May 27-30) at
the Rowe Conference Center. “Gay Dialog: The Question of
Community’® will be hosted by Karla Jay and Allen Young,
co-editors of Out of the Closets and After You're Out.
Discussions will include mixed as well as “for women only”’

sessions. Facilities include cabins and tents, with group meals.

Cost: $60 to $91 per person depending on income. For
more information write: Rowe Conference Center, Kings
Highway Road, Rowe, MA 01367.

DO YOU HAVE SEXUAL FANTASIES?

| am a lesbian compiling a book on lesbians’ sexual
fantasies. | am in need of a// lesbians’ input, regardless J
of the nature of the fantasies. The only requirement is
that only lesbians participate. |f you are interested in
helping me with, a detailed study, whether or not you
have sexual fantasies, please send your name and
address to me and |’ll send you a questionnaire. Other-
wise, feel free to send in a description of your sexual

fantasies or feelings about sexual fantasies to:
Linda Hamilton
RO.Box 5120
Santa Monica, CA 90405

Financial contributions appreciated but not required.

MARIJUANA SUBSTITUTE
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Aphrodisiacs
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AMOROSO is a sensuous blend of smoking herbs known for centuries as
potent aphrodisiacs. AMOROSO is truly a loving blend of herbs for lovers.

A stimulating herbal blend for mixing with your favorite smoke or enjoying
as is. It can also be brewed into a potent herbal tea.

Smoke a joint with your lover, feel your bodies smile at each other. Perfectly
safe, effective and totally legal.

= If your favorite smoke shop has not yet stocked up on AMOROSO, don't hes-
itate, send in the coupon for immediate delivery — shipments made within 24
‘hours. FREE legal highs catalog with each order.

PrcesOne fill oz lidok. . . .. .. ek S sl et ot $5.75
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- JOB |

UNCONDITIONAL ¥
GUARANTEE )

If you are not totally flipped @
out over AMOROSO Smoking ?

I
I
I
I
G Herbs, return unused portion I
@ for full refund of purchase price, 8 i

AMOROSO mentholated
(Rolling papers included)

CAUTION: Avoid driving or operating heavy machinery 4 hours after use.
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APHRODIZIA PHARMACAL CORP. Dept. IT
P.O. Box 338, Stony Point, N.Y. 10980

YES, | want to try your no risk offer.
| ENCLOSES

NAME

ADDRESS

CiTY Sl e STATE

PAYABLE T0: APHRODIZIA PHARMACAL CORP

| AMOROSO . .$5.75

[]AMOROSO Mentholated . $5.95

(] Any 2 Above (Special) . $10.50
SAVE $1.00 OR MORE

Add 50¢ per order for postage & handling.
NYS residents add 4% Sales Tax.

ZIP CODE

h————-————_—-——--—-—-—__ﬂ
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Charlotte Bunch

Continued from page ‘3

situation Bunch suggests university women make
themselves and their courses more relevant to commu-
nity groups, and that feminist and lesbian presses
strive to write in forms that people are conditioned to
respond to. “Perhaps we need to look further at

T.V., comic books, music, and novels as serious
political tools,”” she explained. Bunch noted her own
paper, Quest, has been called ““too hard’ and ‘“‘un-
readable,” and explained the staff is taking steps to
write theory in more readable forms. Another
example of such a trend might be the difference in
readership between Sister Gin, a less read but highly
thoughtful novel which deals with alcoholism and
agism, and Rubyfruit Jungle which is lighter and
more ‘‘entertaining.”

FEMINISM IS A ‘HOBBY’

The fact that concerts are able to draw two and

three times the numbers of women who will attend

a lecture is “very frightening” to Bunch. “The cultural
workers are trying to throw those challenges in, but
many women don’t feel they have the power to take
successful political action. Feminism today is a hobby
to many. It’s a ‘pleasant experience’ if you are a
leshian. Sometimes concerts play a pacification role.

a women’s health care project

WESTSIDE WOMEN’S
CLINIC

services include:

family planning - gynecology - self-help
early abortion - walk-in pregnancy tests
counseling
1711 Ocean Park Blvd. - Santa Monica, Calif.
450- 2191 '
call for appointment

TEMPLE
BETH CHAYIM
CHADASHIM

Offering Gay Women of All Religions
A Comfortable Environment in which
To Meet, Pray, Socialize and Share

d“il Ciry
PN

1945 WESTWOOD BLVD.
W.L.A. 90025

Friday Services 8:30 pm

CALL: 559-0320 for Newsletter/Information
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Cultural workers meet some needs for hope and
inspiration, but the discouragements of the 60’s
have lead to cynicism among many of the over-30
generation. Many younger women, who missed the
early earlier radical periods, have never participated
in political work!!

In March IPS defunded Quest out of its office and
two paid employees (Bunch and editor, Bev Fisher).
Bunch affirms her long time job as a resident “fellow”
with this East Coast think tank was possibly near an
end. But the hustling theorist is never at a loss for
ideas and new projects. In 1976 she was contacted
by old friends from the Radical Christian Movement
in which she was active in the very early 60’s. At
their request, she went to teach a course on feminist
theory last fall at the Graduate Theological Union in
Berkeley, an organization she describes as a “hotbed
of lesbian activity.”” Bunch left San Francisco in
March, her course ending just in time for her to
join the National Gay Task Force’s meetings at the
White House (see story, this issue). In April she
returned to her “normal’’ schedule of flying back
and forth between Washington D.C. (her home) and
New York (her lover, author, Bertha Harris’s home
and a place she does much editing work).

continued on page 39

A brand new catalog from FEMINIST HORIZONS. We've gone
mail order and now you can conveniently shop by mail. Over

40 different kinds of items to choose from.

Jewelry, Leather, Vibrators, Pins, Buttons, T-Shirts,
Calendars, Playing Cards, Anti-Rape Whistles, Note Pads.
10586 West Pico Blvd, L.A. CA 90064, 213-836-7822
\ Stop in or send for you Free Brochure today! j
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' Support
The Revolution

Subscribe to the Longest Revolution: a newspaper
presenting news and views of progressive feminism

* Incisive Analysis
* Pointed Inquiry
* Responsible Reporting

The Longest Revolution I L ]
P.O. Box 350 | : )
San Diego, Calif. 92101 {%}/
$3.00/yr. subscription \ ,-‘\/ /
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In her travels Bunch feels it’s obvious that many -

. feminists are turning to business, and cultural or
service projects. Asked why a national lesbian organi-
zation, an idea she publically suggested several years
ago, had not formed, she explained that money and
political identity were two of several reasons.
“Lesbians still have a somewhat split identity as
gays and as feminists, with split issues, some gay
and some feminist, being taken up by either the
Gay Movement or the Women’s Movement. Also
both of those movements have a lot more money than
we (lesbians) do. Further, even if a national lesbian
organization which worked on both gay and feminist
issues were to emerge, lesbian feminists are still
dealing with anti-structure and anti-leadership
dilemmas.

In the interim, Bunch suggests, and she herself is
now, “investigating the gay movement.” Although
gay women by the thousands left the Gay Movement
in the early seventies, because of gay male sexism,
many are now returning to join the struggle for gay
civil rights. As a Board member of the National
Gay Task Force, Bunch is continuing her long and
laudable fight for lesbian rights and freedoms.

| SOJOIH?_NER_) "'}'.'&.‘i'.:.'.:'.".‘f""
BOOKS, GIFTS; CARDS ... vimevone |
't BY, FOR & ABOUT WOMEN : ;
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(213) 433-5384
© Mon-Sexist Children's Booka

30 Moathly Tues. - Sat. 1000 6:00 .73
Workshops « : N

SUBSCRIBEY
To The I'IQIII Tlme;__ V

Name Los Angeles’ Voice of Feminism

Address
1 YEAR for $6.00

City State Zip

Send this form with your payment lo:

The NOW Times, P.O. Box 636, Civic Center Station, 1,/:/
Van Nuys, CA 91401

510 n. hoover st.

los angeles, cal. 90004
662-1534

handcrafted batiks
supplies and lessons

susan talbot

Young Lesbians,.,

Continued from page 11

support of the women’s movement we are excluded
by women'’s groups which continue to hold women’s
community events and benefits in places where
women under 21 are not allowed. We strongly
support women who are involved in creating all-
women’s spaces, as we are. But we want to make it
clear that all-women’s places should be for all women,
regardless of age. The only way we can ever really
achieve lesbian unity is if all lesbians of all ages come
together sharing out strengths, our weaknesses, our
struggles.

We are strong young women, we are the lesbian
future. As such, we demand to be taken seriously!

GAY
COMMUNITY
NEWS

A non-profit gay weekly for women and men pro-
viding news, features, reviews, calendars, guides,
classifieds, and much more to the gay community

for more than three years.
GCN

Dept. x W
22 Bromfield St.

12 weeks *4.00 Boston, MA 02108

25 weeks *B.00
52 weeks *15.00

Sample copies 50¢

cﬂ';;ﬁa

an independent womens newsjournal

women in struggle

politics, health, work, prison

news coverage and political analysis
on the issues that affect womens lives
contributing sub $12 or more
one year sub $6 sample copy 60¢
foreign $18 Canada $7
business and institutions $20

oob, 1724 20th st. nw,
wash. dc 20009
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Sexuality Survey

Lesbian Questionnaire

In an age of ‘‘sexual liberation’ and *‘‘sexual awareness,’’
lesbians and male homosexuals have often been conveniently
forgotten or intentionally left out. Many of us wanted to talk about
our experiences, but we didn’t have the opportunity, or circum-
stances kept us silent.

This questionnaire has been prepared by lesbians and gay men
as a project in self-awareness for ourselves. It is being distributed
throughout the United States and Canada to as many lesbians and
gay men as can be reached — literally hundreds of thousands. No
survey of this magnitude has ever before been attempted, and it is
our hope that the questionnaire will not only provide .important
information about lesbians and gay men, but also that participating
in the survey will be rewarding, educational and fun for all.

A Personal Approach

Our study does not involve a *“‘scientific’’ approach to homo-
sexuality, but rather a personal one. We are not psychiatrists or
social scientists; we only hope to present an honest portrait of the
feelings and practices of the people who answer the questionnaire.

We encourage you to answer the questionnaire regardless of
your particular situation or experience, even if you do not usually
discuss your sexuality or sex life.

Selected responses to the questions, as well as statistical compi-
lations, are expected to be published in a book in 1978 by Summit
Books, a division of Simon and Schuster. The compilers of this
survey are Karla Jay and Allen Young, who have previously collab-
orated in several anthologies of writings by lesbians and gay men,
including Out of the Ciosets: Voices of Gay Liberation, After You're
Out, and Lavender Culture (in preparation). In effect, this survey

will result in an anthology with thousands of participants. The book .

will consist primarily of your words.

Separate questionnaires have been prepared for lesbians and gay
men, and no attempt will be made to falsely correlate these exper-
iences, Lesbian and gay male response will be identified as such at all
times in any publication.

About the Questions

There are two types of questions. The questions at the begin-
ning require multiple choice or short answers. Please write on the
questionnaire itself for these. Questions in the second part ask you to
tell us about your experiences and feelings. Please type or write on
separate sheets of paper for these.

If you like writing only short answers, feel free to do just the .

short answer questions, but a few of the longer questions may appeal
to you also. If you prefer longer responses, you may answer just the
‘‘essay’’ questions. Statistics are important, but letting us know vour
personal feelings and experiences is also vital to our survey. Of
course we hope you will answer all questions in both parts, but if a
question does not interest or apply to you. skip it. Also feel free to
answer only those questions on subjects of special interest to you.
You may also comment at length about anv item in the short
questions. In brief, any and all responses are appreciated.

Replying to this questionnaire may take a few hours, but we
think that you will enjoy doing this and that the results of this survey
will be extremely valuable to all of us.

Your Answers Are Anonymous

Please do not put your name on the questionnaire. Your
answers are anonymous. If vou want to be notified of publication,
send vour name and address in a separate envelope or postal card to

" our address. Please mail your finished questionnaire and the addi-

tional pages to Survey, Box 98, Orange, Mass. 01364, as soon as
possible.

Please help us distribute this questionnaire. Ask us for more
copies to give to your friends and acquaintances; diversily is
important. If you wish more copies of the questionnaire, write to the
same address. Don’t forget to indicate how many copies and specify
male or female questionnaire.

Mail to: Survey, Box 98, Orange, MA 01364

Copyright © 1977 by Karla Jay and Allen Young
Sex

(Unless specified otherwise, all of these questions refer to sex with women.)
. How important is sex (o you (check one)?
very important
somewhat important
neutral
somewhat unimportant
very unimportant
not sure

68 R e

. Do you feel that you place too much or too little importance on sex?
. too much

. just right

too little

_ not sure

el ]

G i

L

. Do vou feel that others place too much or too little importance on sex?
* too much
just right
~ too little
_ Mot sure

4. On the average. how often would vou like to have sex?
more than once a day
once a day
. several times a week
once a week
- several times a month
. once a month
1 less frequently than once a month
TI never
not sure

5. On the average, how often do vou'actually have sex?
_more than once a day
once a das
several times a week
L_ once a week
several Limes a month
once a month
L less frequently than once a month
never
not sure

mn




Emotion and Love

6. How important is emotional involvement with your partner?
U very impertant

O somewhat important

C neutral

CJ somewhat unimportant

[_ very unimportant

[ not sure

7. When you have sex, how often does it include emotional involvement?
T always

I very frequently

_ somewhat frequently

' somewhat infrequently

— very infrequently

1 once

— never

8. Have you ever been in love?

5 Yes C No T Not sure

If yes, how many times? ........

If not sure, how many times? ........

Specific Sexual Acts

Some of the following questions have *‘frequency scales.”’ The scales refer
to how often, on the average, you engage in or have engaged in certain sexual
acts, no matter how often you have sex itself. For example, if you have sex
less frequently than once a month but have oral sex (cunnilingus) each time

you do have sex, check ‘“‘always.""

2:
et
il
; zgé %
EZ E
9. On the average. how often do you engage in sk §
each of the following aspects of cunnilingus .. g - % E
(oral sex. clitoral or vaginal)? Check one for & 5 & E = &
each item. 7’. € E g ¥ B
a. doing it to your partner...... R i =S e e
b. havingitdonetoyou................... 0 5k T ] € M O,
C. youhaveanorgasm.................... ok 5 A 1 0 v e B
d. your partner has an orgasm ............. o L ey B Sy
e Sl Aneous ) s e o] Y 2 gk ol T R
P orgasnidUrng o L S e i e R i A 8
g 2
= w
s & £ g
Whether or not vou engage in any of the fol- = E ;n' w o
lowing aspects of oral sex, indicate how you feel i3 § s
about the idea of each of them. e E i EE Z
: L I- seaa °
a. doingiltoyourpartner................. E Et o E-j = E
b. having il doneioyon . ... o.oousmon s e ol E, o
C. YOuhave an OrRasM . ........0cosvnennns o0 E Gob A0
d. your partner hasan orgasm ............. — oo o S
MU e s el el E C E o LD‘
£ orgasmiduring 6D T L A g o C Sl s
$ 2
= ©
3 al
R
§F_11
10. How do you feel about the following aspecis = & & 2 €
of female genitals? . § 5 g E E
& smelllaf yourown . .. Lo = Ci.: ['-z = E
D eel Ol YOUT OWIL L . 5 s s e e P TR O
¢. appearanceof yourown............,... C DG &0
g.osmell oFothers ..o i T e Bl E 5 E
sl ofvothers Sor S on oo SR e B S
f anpearanceofothers ................ s i e

(10000 Onever

1000 not sure

11. How often do you engage in any of the fol-
lowing aspects of tribadism (rubbing of geni-
tals against partner)?

lyingontopof partner ................ 3
partner liesontopofyou ...............
rub against each other’s thighs . . ...
you rub on partner’s pelvic bone .........
partner rubs on your pelvicbone .........
you rub on partner’s pubicbone .........
partner rubs on your pubic bone .........
rub clitoral areas together ...............
other (specify)
any of these to the point of orgasm .......

ssssmas

—rTmemsanos

Whether or not you engage in any of the fol-
lowing aspects of tribadism (rubbing), indicate
how you feel about the idea of each of them.

. lying on top of partner
. partner lies on top of you
rub against each other's thighs ..........
. you rub on partner's pelvicbone .........
partner rubs on your pelvicbone .........
you rub on partner’s pubic bone .........
partner rubs on your pubicbone .........
rub clitoral areas together ...............
D b A T e R P
any of these to the point of orgasm .......

—rTmosAnoE

12. On the average, how often do your sexual
experiences involve any of the following aspects
of manual stimulation (‘‘mutual masturba-
tion"")?

partner stimulates your clitoris/clitoral area
. partner stimulates your vaginal area . .....
partner stimulates YOUr anus . ...........
partner stimulates herself . ..............
you stimulate your partner's clitoris/clitoral
area
you stimulate your partner’s vaginal area . .
you stimulate yvour partner'sanus .,..... 3
you stimulateyourself . ...........c.00e.
any of these to the point of orgasm .......

raoow

e o

Whether or not vou engage in any of the fol-
lowing aspects of mutual stimulation, how do
you feel about each of them?
partner stimulates vour clitoris/clitoral area
. partner stimulates your vaginal area . .....
partner stimulates your anus
pariner stimulates herself .. .............
you stimulate your partner’s clitoris/clitoral
area
you stimulate your partner's vaginal area. .
you stimulate your partner'sanus ........
you stimulate yourself . .. ............00
an of these 1o the point of orgasm .. ... ..

fAan oo

Y

0000 always

0O00ooo

00 O L very positive
10000 [OD00ON somewhat positive

B
)
O

O ['JDDUDDDE]vapmiIiv.e

frequently

0ODOO0O0DO0OO0very

0 00000000 D somewhat positive
0000000000 neutral

00000 0000 very frequently

BDDDDDDDUDmhnﬁmmny

00000 3000 somewhat frequently
00000 0000 somewhat infrequently
00000 0OOO0O veryinfrequently
00000 O0OO0OO0Oonce

00000 O0OO0OO0OOnever

0O 0 O ) neutral

||
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£ YR

0000000000 somewhat infrequently
0000000000 very infrequently

O00D0O0DO0OO000once

0 DDDDUDDDDmthmtiu
0 0000D 0000 very negative
0000000000 not sure

10000 0O0O0OD somewhat negative
10000 OO0 very negative
70000 0000 notsure

I
L

I
L

00000000 0Onever



amou 00000000
usuodumun AN 00O O0O0OO0
Juun eysowes O OO 0OOOO0

U0 O00000000
odunt eymowos 0000000

wepodw 3200000000

.........

.........
.........
.........
.........

e

.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........

O I

other (specify) ..........

Comment:

On the average, how important
satisfaction is it for you to stimu

the following parts of your partner’s bod
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Other Sexual Styles
average
often

ansouOO00OOoo
amelaufaOO0O0O0O
aapwBau eymowos 10O D0
OO0 0000

amsod Jeymawos DO 0000
amsod A0 00O OD0O
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he

during sex, indicate how you feel about t
idea of each of them.

fi

.....
.....
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Whether or not you use any of
2. hand-held dildo (*‘penis imitation’’)

d. electric vibrator (cord)

e oils....

f.

c. battery vibrator ......
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17. On the average, how often do your sexual
. experiences include the following? (check for
each one)
sado-masochism (S&M)
bondage and discipline (B&D)
humiliation
““talking dirty”’
fist-fucking
clothing fetishes
foot fetishism
urination (*‘water sporis’ )
defecation (*‘scat”’)
enemas
sex with animals (bestiality)
*‘threesomes”’
. Orgies or group sex
other (specify)

FarxT o TRosanow
0000000000000 0always'

Whether or not you experience any of the
following, indicate how you feel about the idea
of each of them.
sado-masochism (S&M)
bondage and discipline (B&D)
humiliation
“‘talking dirty””
o e T T A e e S e RS
clothing fetishes
foot fetishism
urination (“‘water sports™) .......... ...
defecation (**scat’’)

. sex with animals (besmllty)
““threesomes™
m. Orgies or group sex
n. other (specify)

mEE TR e AN o

0000000000000 very positive

18. a. Have you ever forced another woman to have sex with you against her

will?
C Yes T No
If yes, how many times? ........

b. Have you ever been forced by another woman to have sex against your will?

[ Yes ! No
If yes, how many times? ........

positive

Whether or not you have done either of the
following, indicate how you feel about the idea =

of each of them. v
a. forcing someone to have sex withyou . .... O
b. being forced to have sex against your will .. [

Brief comment:

O000o0o00o0o0o0o0navery frequently

0 O somewhat positive

0O0000000000O0O0Osomewhat positive
0000000000000 0 neutral

OMto000o0noonodsomewhat frequently
O0O00000000000DCsomewhat infrequently

O000O0oDO0On0onoon o very infrequently

[ O neutral

[ [J somewhat negative

0000000000000 Osomewhat negative
NOoOO00O000000000 O very negative
0000000000000 0Onot sure

[ O very negative

000C000000000O0ence ™

0000000000000 Onever

[0 O not sure

19. How often, in connection with attracting
sex partners, do you wear any of the following
items?

skirtsand/ordresses ...................
. unisex clothing, blue jeans, etc. ...... Saes
drag butch clothing
make-np .............................
cigars, pipes
other (specify)

TN oe

Whether or not you wear any of the follow-
ing items, how do you feel about the idea of
each of them?

a. skirts and/or dresses
b. unisex clothing, blue jeans, etc
c. drag butch clothing ....... A L ) e
d. make-up .......
e
fi

, (CABATS, PIPES . s chnesenainnnss SR e
other (specify)
Brief comment or experience:

20. How often do your sex partners wear any
of the following items?

skirtsand/ordresses ...................
unisex clothing, blue jeans, etc. ..........
drag butchclothing ................ iiea
make-up ..... st

cigars, pipes
other (specify) ...

~oanoe

itive

Whether or not your sex partners use the fol- ﬁ
lowing items, how do you feel about the idea of
sex partners who use them?
skirts and/or dresses ...... weAdas e
. unisex clothing, blue jeans, etc. ..........
drag butch clothing
ML R S
cigars, pipes .......
other (specify) ......cocnnuus Y RE L

mhonoe
000000 very

000000 very frequently

0 0 0O O 0O 0O somewhat positive
000000 neutral

OD DO OO QO very frequently

D000 00 somewhat positive

0000 D0 neutral

00 0000 somewhat frequently

010 0O 0O D O somewhat frequently

001 00 OO somewhat infrequently
000000 very infrequently

000000Oonce

00 0 0O 0O O somewhat negative
00 0000 very negative
00000 Onot sure

000 00O O O somewhat infrequently
000000 very infrequently

00000D0once

0000 D D somewhat negative
0000 00O very negative
0000 O0Onot sure

000000 never

000000 never
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21. How often do you have sex with womenor 3 5 & 2 T
girls of the following ages? (check forcachone) 2 & 53 5§ 5 2 &
o O I S PR e e = = o e M el e b
b- 55'“ ................................ :1 .: :J S :_j l‘"_‘ 4‘
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Whether or not you have sex with any of the é 2 5 ? v
following age groups, indicate how you feel - E £ =53
about the idea of having sex with each of them. E E 5 E é
A o e e i o T Ooooaoo
DR LNl e e et e et e e g e ol O o099 06a0.
CRE U S e ST IS o L 000 o0gaon
L T S e e R 00 00 0ag
€ 38 oLl R S o goooaaon
nd Tr BeR R RS A e e e B0 000
B r D R oyl T T D D D D @) D
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i. IJ-IS ........... Nesasassan s sEse wan G u D E D D
j. 9—'2 ........................... P a 'j D U : D
& Uncer DRl LT s s N A e r el E sl B i =)

Brief comment or experience:

22. How much does what you do to your partner *‘turn you on’'?
] quite a lot

O some

O very little

O none at all

O not sure

23. On the average, during sex, do you feel that you are more physically
active than your partner?

O much more active

C alittle more active

J the same

T alittle less active

O much less active

24. How often do you ask your partner for what you want done to you?
O always

C very frequently

C somewhat frequently

O somewhat infrequently

O very infrequently

O once

O never

=B
=
s
FRE
Where Do You Have Sex 3353573
S
25. On the average, how often do yvou have i &g B w
sex in each of the following places? ks =8 G gits
A VONE BOMNe. U e T e s T T e o T A
B: yourparmer s hoMe ct o e s i g e T T
(O e R T TR e e S e e i TR RS
Rl L s e R e i e i e e 7 S T
S VRNOF CRMDEE: Lol LT0 B Sl e e s e
B R S e e e S B T
g motelor hotel =l na i il £lE 2 A
h. secluded woodsor fields . ............... M Bl e =
i. barnorfarmbuilding.................. B BRI
j. other (specify) ..... S e R TR S et
¢ 2
= =
Whether or not you have sex in any of these z 2 2
g : o 2 a EaE
places, indicate how vou feel about the idea of = A = £ B
having sex in each of them. & E ; E g 5
B YOUTR ROME 1. ot sves vetenn S P oyl el
b. your partner'shome ................... £ L P s
c.afriend'shome .. .o oo n L s e
[+ BN S | fmhl e R S e s S sl S e C] = E o
€. VAan Or Camper .......+....: R e Rg e R TR i S o
G AN 55 v TG e i A T s e et e
B- motelorhotel ;oo i o R T v v e 3 2 W ) o
h. secluded woodsorfield................. SRSl h G
i. barnor farm building . ................. Gl Bl e s
j. other {Swlf)’l ........................ & el ie i

I Lvery unimportant

[ 317 very important
i 11 | somewhat important
{ )1 I somewhat unimportant

26. While having sex, how important is each of =
the following? Z
oS PIIVALY O 275 ikt s iatadiaie o oo Sl eta iy o s iapim iy % =
b lack of privacy .. c:oiiuivrasiermasiaanis ; =

Brief comment or experience:

27. How often do you spend the whole night with +our sex pariner?
_1 always

T very frequently

. somewhat frequently

T somewhat infrequently

1 very infrequently

T once

T never

Comment on why or why not:

. never

L

| BT 30 25

O00aaGLa a0 e not sure Qe n

[ 107 not sure



~ a. vou would not perform a particular sexual

acl your partner wanted

b. your partner would not perform a particu-

lar sexual act you wanted

~ Comment briefly:

29. How often do you go home to have sex
with someone you have just met? How often,
when you are going home with someone for
the first time, do you determine in advance
whether or not you are going to have sex with
her?

a. go home with stranger
b. determine whether or not sex will take place

Whether or not you do either of the follow-
ing, how do you feel about each of them?
a. go home with stranger
b. determine whether or not sex will take place
Brief comment or experience:

30. How often do you use the following in
association with sex?

O L, L T e B iy
U MATMUADNR - oiis i s eia st & s
C. ps)chedclacs(LSD mushrooms, mescaline)
d. “‘uppers’’ (speed, amphetamine) .........
CEEOERIEERT I S e e
f. ‘‘downers'’ (barbituates, tranqu:luers}

P s r e I e e S (S R i e T
MR ol i s G T e s s
i. amyl mitrite (**poppers,”” *‘aroma’’) ......
T OUNET (SPeEIfV) s s i e s

always

(10 always

very positive

oag

_'__]

2
DO O0OB8 000000 very frequently

very frequently

B

1 O very frequently

O (] somewhat positive

00000000 somewhat frequently

0OmME 00N o0no0somewhat infrequently
0000000 00O very infrequently

O0o00nNoDoofoonce
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oo veﬁr negative

O O once

O once

O O never

(10 never

[0 [ not sure

0000000000 never

L

-
" Whether or not you use any of the following, g
how do you feel about their use in association >
with sex? ]
ol . R e s O
sl T SRS S R e e e O
c. psychedelics (LSD, mushrooms mescaline)
d. *‘uppers' (speed, amphetamine) ......... 0
e quaslides sl Ve T s O
f. **downers” (barbituates, tranquilizers) ...
g heroin'...... i e 00 S O e e S PR A O
F T e R e SR S o
i. amyl nitrite (**poppers,” ‘‘aroma’’) ...... O
Jo Other (SpeGIV) il s e O

0003000000 0Osomewhat positive
000D 0O00O00Oneutral

31. Have you ever refused to have sex with a pariner because . . .
a. she used any of these?

C Yes
If yes, specify which one(s)

O No

b. she would not join you in the use of any of these.

O Yes
If yes, specify which one(s)

O No

32. How often have you had the following &
venereal diseases (VD) or sex-related maladies? E
syphihs Sl ) L i a e O
L gonorrhes (M CIRp™?) . i v niy e ey o
[ e v 1 OSSR OREES S O
e L S Bl e e A ReenT]
other (specify) ............. S el

influence any of the following?

a. your choice of sex partner ........... i
b. sexual acts you engage in
c. how often you have sex

canom

How often does the fear of venereal disease

Comment:

Fantasies

33. How often do you fantasize?
a. during sex with a partner
b. during masturbation

000 always

0O (1 O very frequently

[C) O very frequently

OO000O0once

0000 O twice

[J O O somewhat frequently

1 3 somewhat frequently

{10 somewhat infrequently
[1 O very infrequently

10 once

1 0O [J somewhat infrequently

OO0 000000 O somewhat negative
0000 ooon Overy negative
OO0O0O000000O0not sure

0 00O 00O three times

10 0O very infrequently

10 0 once

00 O O 0O 0 more than three times

0O 0O 0O 0 O not sure

0O O O never

I '] O never



ences you have with women (without reterence to how often you have sex)?

. L NoL sure

[J completely satisfied
S s O very satisfied
= ) somewhat satisfied
. §_ ® o 1 neutral
> = = =1 % S
S = 2= ., somewhat dissatisfied
x § - T very dissatisfied =
Whether or not you fantasize, how doyou = 2 = & S 32 £ completely dissatisfied = F
feel ab: he idea of f: izi €. B B F §us C not sure =
eel about the idea of fantasizing . . - A - re i 52 5
a. during sex with a partner ............... SR e = % gz
b. during masturbation ...........couiia.es B e e e | : e e -5
Sex With Men s 5 @
g 22 <=
) \ : : 2 L 2 2 E
34. Are you secretive a.l}oul any specific aspects of your sex life, even though 40. How often have you had or do you have & 3, & 2 2y o
you may be openly lesbian? sex with men? % g ‘E g e §
OYes 0O No A AmRR past L e e EREE R L e
If yes, indicate briefly which aspects you keep secret and why: B CURTEnU o i e Ooaa0ooa
-
- a v
B g 2k
= = =
= 3 z %0
5 % £ 3 ¢ 2 2 2
pres S ie Z 3 s s
2 & 3 E i e e
Orgasms e R S E g g %
E ol Eoies E =
- - - = X % ™
35. How important is having orgasms to you? '1;? § é s & 3 41. How do you feel about sex with men? > 3 4 3 2
a. during sex with a partner ............... g ago S5 0.0 :' YU Pt ;’:2‘”‘:“:5“8 -------------- O et g
b. during masturbation ................... Ee e e E D - YOUT CUITENL EXPETIENCES - .o .o v mviain e s [ o DOl s O 2 A ]
= 42. Have you considered or do you consider yourself bi-sexual? =
z g I AT R T % e i o R P T e e 2 Yes =
S % o) b, D e PIesent s L0 v el kil s v s iae s e e O Yes o
u =
o =
= i .
T < £ 2 Masturbation
233 ¢ :
0 2 £ w
S R 4 43. On the average, how often do you masturbate?
g 3 S 2 EE D E % Z more than once a day
36. Ho_w often dp you have an orgasm? =99 g0 & G 3 onceaday
a. durfus sex with aparner........o.oo.. "o 0% B3 e (R R R T [ several times a week
b. during masturbation ................... oSO EBrE o Elionce xweek
O several times a month
> 7] once a month
e 1 less frequently than once a month
Bl T never
g T n
_? g £ = Li not sure
§ < = H]
% % U How do you feel about masturbation?
g £ £ < O very positive
2 & 3 F E b i
sl Py . somewhat positive
How often do you have multiple orgasms? % § 3 3 § E & ~ neutral
a. during sex witha partner . .............. e s P e [J somewhat negative
b. during masturbation ............c...... ] o e e S (M T O very negative
] not sure
=
= b
3 2 2
= & = o
S5 s 3 S 2 =
g 3 5 22 fzE
£ 5 5 5 § % g =2
37. How important is it to you whether your ‘3 g £ 2 TE % 55 ¢
partner has orgasm(s) during sex with you? ;6 g & = § l y il s
B DN OLRASI o iss il e g S 0 i 44, How often do you use any of the following 3 = é LS y
I ip e orasmee . e e S :—: = in connection with masturbation? 25 S 3 & &
fiz = =1 A RandsReld BN o e e A e e e R IO AE B [ e e
Bstrapeon-aile Sl s s s £ S-Siep e
38. When having sex with a woman, how often do you fake or have vou Coo DTy NIDERION ¢ ot st eaaision i e e ol R
faked orgasm? d. electric vibrator (cord) ................. B S e e
0 always OIS s e e e e e et Ele e e
very frequently S POTHORTADEY i vre sreis 0 es ) o wieiaerarete - = = = = =
@] f tl f h 228 8=

[J somewhat frequently

C somewhat infrequently
T very infrequently

! ] once

O never

No
No

11 inever

{2k ]
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Affection =5 g3
E &5 X
35 ¢
43. How ofien do you engage i physical affec- , © 5 5
tion (hugging, cuddling, caressing, kissing) & T, g & ygb
with each of the following? % € g 5 ) § E
LAl e e S SRR S SR e )
LN T S S R D | e U L L
e 1 L e e S SR A e
d: TRV MBI Priends i nsv s Co et e e e B e
. straight women ......... Wt = R PN T
f. men in general : S O
e s e o = £ IS, s
Hooather welatives of. oo Rt EIRR BN e e
prehilren ol ST e o b [ e e
¢ 2
= o
v £ z s
Whether or not you engage in physical affec- = 3 = =
tion with any of the following, indicate how ¢ £ = § &
A 3 3 o ® = 3
you feel about the idea of physical affection SRS BEYTSL w
with each of them. S R S L S
IO TS il s e e s I e o e
G SEREPETLIEEs N M et 2 1 L2 o e m e e e |
cotlespianctnends . oo e s Ve D e T Fe e ) o i,
d. gaymalefriends........... AR A ) et e
€20 SITAENU WOTHEN . oo ovyooodaemsinisis s sdie TN R faEi e ey N o)
femeningenerall s e TP I S i (o
B PRTERIS Tor = oios s s AR e R T Sl St Sy DO e e o S
b ortherliielativess. . oo et H Rl B, i e i s 2 AP, BT
i- rehidren el e SRR e e e e T e ol o el £
Relationships
46. In the past or the present. what is the longest you have been in a
relationship with one leshian lover? Specify length of time .. .. .. ..
Do you now have a lover or “‘womanfriend” or “girlfriend”? 7 Yes T No
How long have you been with your current lover?... ... ..
On the average, how often do you have sex together?. ... ... .
DONGRIRETOgaRErT 5. o e T Y e  Yes [3 No
BiieHv ingieate IV OraBION Lok ol s S s e B D

47. Do you consider or have you considered voursell “‘married’ 1o another
woman?
I ¥es Comment,

3 No T Not sure

Have vou ever had a lesbian miarriage ceremomy? ........ . Yes . No
Whether or not you are in or have been in a lesbian marriage, what is
vour attitude toward it? X
- strongly favor

somewhat favor

neutral

somewhat oppose 2>
strongly oppose = E
not sure T L
ol e "é
= e
R S T
YT
. g £ E &
48. How often do you “role play'' (butch’ . & 5 § £
i = ; 2 t o = v~ .
emme, masculine/feminine, hushand wife, e S R
e : b .
dnmnuulrbuhmlsu\-c]m_\'om relationship? SR G R
ab_ SEXRAlly —pon s e B et R e ) A el e Gl
Jiotherithanisexpallyé 0l ol ot TR I s IR e g

49. How often do you relate 1o a certain *‘type"’? .
T always

very frequently

somewhat frequently

somewhat infrequently

very infrequently

once

1 never

s e T

50. How important is each of the following, in
terms of what you look for or what you avoid,
when you seek a sex partner?

O0NO00000000000000000000O O3 somewhat unimportant
0000000000000 00000D000OO 00O very unimportant

O0O00No00O0o0o0OonOoDO00n00oO0o0ondnnet sure

s DS 4y 415 o s e R e e xS e
e 111 o) o 10T B R N e S A S
facial hair . .... D b o AT o e

(Breasts L e e e
O e GRS R e g s A
o, DUROCKS (AS8) . 055 o v Tzt oo i e T n 905 g
. hygiene, cleanliness or lack of it .........
el RINg . &l s s e e e
FRCE S o ¥ e e R e A e R

. religion or spiritual orientation ..........
4 poliical sviews" .ol s S
Overaltoe oDy S 0 b
. masculinity/femininity, butch/femme .. ..
o1 |11 5 T e e P A LA Ry s e
L otherRpenii)ts s T SR

0000000000 ONDoDODO0ON Moo oL oOsomewhat important

=

8

o

~ 2

g
000000000 00000000000O000E 00 veryimportant
DDDC]D_E]DE]DDDDDDDDUUDDDDDDDDnculral

NE X E2E T O NHLDOIFrwms=omen cn e

If you have checked ‘‘very important” for any of the above, indicate
specifically what things you are looking for or avoiding. (Attach separate
piece of:paper if YOu need MOTE FOOMILY . vivsv v b cvsiss s sben s seyes

How many different sex partners or lovers have you had in the pas
WEBKT: .l In the past month?..... ... In the past 12 months?. ... ..



g § =
3 =
2EFE g oaay
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3 e e
S1. How often do you meet other lesbians in E E g E E. y & §_ = 4 3 § v
exch althe following pisces? = .’:' .3 2 35 é Whether or not you have paid for sex, how > E = E S
e O S R e L = do you feel about the idea of paying for sex g g8 § 8. 8
T Ty L e R W et T o 0 (B S o [ | i MRy o e R S 58688
T T T R R S S R R £ oS Bl o b‘ o oeher “y-’ -----------------
d. reighbathood ... el -G B BeRea B s S N SR e ol B
L e o R e S o B araetcn Commpfnt' sviplpinleale ol winle di b
f. gay dances (mixed men and women), other :
than bars . .....ccoveerivssnaionasansns B R I o 1 i o
g. lesbian or all-women's dances, other than 3
DALY v i v R S e S S (BRSO
h. social groups ...... o ir A o ey i (6 e 8 B s T S 3
L political Broups s o es cveriedsinsaess B 0 o 8 o S 2 8 e -
Jouthrough IVIENOE 0ol i ave diiseviess BCEEE B R0 = §
TS Gy s SRR o e B 6.8 g0 § g 2
P T | R e s, ST P R S s N o 9 1 2 o 4 72 g- "E §
m. personal ad? ...... A LR e i g e e e o D r D D D D g -— = 3
n. other {smlf}'} ........................ 9 1 0 e g A | 0 / : g g % ‘-E r
-1 g
54. How often have you been paid for sex? % 5 E 5 c g §
a. withmoney....... tesmrearaaaasasiiees O e e a 8
y v 2 b. in other ways
= '& (Bpecity) vl e s O o o m s i s
_ e & 2 -
Whether or not you meet other lesbians in 'S ﬁ 2 =
any of these places, indicate how you feel i i F -~ g ¥
about the idea of meeting lesbians in each of > & E & @
them. E g E R E ‘z‘ 2
B DR s A Baia v b s AR ARG e el G L e e L o [ | = §
| TR T S S S S PR iSSP 2 o O ey D B 00 e 0 e | v E g v
c. atschool........ooooeeiniiniinine sagrgaasg 8.8 Whether or not you have been paid for sex = . % = =
d. neighborhood ................. e bipaceis SEissRenc s ol ) with money or in other ways, how do you feel §. £ = 3 E g
e ke Sy 2 0 8 a%g-0 about the idea of receiving money or other E il N
f. gay dances (mixed men and women), other benefits for sex? § § 2 5 g 3
thanbars.........ccccoeeennnn. naesaas @ = s a4 RS TREVINEIMOREY mlis. i T 0Ooo0cooodo
g. lesbian or all-women's. dances, other than b. receiving other benefits
BAIS ..o -0 0 0000 UPECIEY) i vooi i lonic ouib sxaisrmsiey Oooocooo
I SOCTAl BPONDS -5t ec it o ks sl s 52 M B 7 [a D B e Comment:
i. political groups .........cc.iininn. S O T Ol
j. throug.h RS- 2L e e st i A e D O D D O D
KV YL T SDOHE s e e ‘O coo0a0nD
1; Chufch.'....--.--? ................... D D [j D O D
Y, DErSONRL AN, c i ainios ss oiniaalonos avisls Sl m e e B @) O g g
n. other (spﬂ:lf)'} ........................ D O D g & D "i §
v 8oy
Self-Image 2 3 5 'g >
55. How do you feel about each of the follow- § $ 5 & Z g
52. How active (you do the **picking up’’) or passive (you get “picked up'’) ing aspects of your body? € 3 & 5§ ¢ B
are you in seeking a relationship or a sex partner? aheight .o iiisaiiaiiis e T -8 0
O very active LT L O SUSISIOT S e 02 aooaaon
O somewhat active T R e e L s (S B e et
O equal d. “looks’ ingeneral .............. et OoOoooaog
C somewhat passive ¢. how people perceiveyourage . ........... B e i T
D very pa.ssive fo Tacialchaic ..o sl Peanssanae & EYEEEE e L—..l
O not sure L - L J o T P T ERCYEEE BNE
!‘I. I'!.DSG ................................. E B RS E B E
> 1. I1Pﬂ Gl A R s s A R 5 JA 0 [y 22 g O 12 |
=g o COMPIENION A, o 0 G s o b peiel om0 Fain e 0k ELlEhs s Eeanr L]
| 5 g o S S e S R S U B LR P e L R BN T
%“ § g E L My T S e e S T [k el BalEhsChe B
€ & E 3 e L1 e e L A e S e B =t Dt O
3 E E g T e e SR I TR o B Y 10 0 o O |
- : 2 g 3 E o. buttocks(ass)......................... ;. O g O O O
53, How often have you paid for sex with a s A E o E, 5 p. genitals cerenaaaaas SR, SN e P @i S L
woman? e E S g E F. other (specify) .o v, ..o iiavbciiniunas 8 O AentD
S WItNNOREY ... ik v e v e s sy 1 8 2 0 o [ i 0 .
b. in other ways If you have checked *‘very positive’’ or **very negative’’ to any of the above,
-(pecify) ..o sisEE ey sene DRI NTRIE, EOE) specify what there is about cach thing that you intensely like or dislike.
(Attach separate paper if you need MOrE roOm.) ......ovuurunniueannns,




56. How do you feel about aging?
C very positive

C somewhat positive

C neutral

T somewhat negative

C very negative

C not sure

57. In general, how do you feel about the use of the categories or labels
masculine/feminine, butch/femme?

C very positive

C somewhat positive

O neutral

C somewhat negative

C very negative

C not sure

Coming Out
58. What is your age now? ........

At what age did you first realize that you were a lesbian or somehow
sexually ““‘different’'? ........

At what age did you associate this ‘‘difference’’ with lesbian acts? ......... ;

At what age did you have your first lesbian experience? ........
How many years have you been a **practicing lesbian™'? ........

59. At what age did you first tell anyone other than your sexual partners
about your lesbianism? ........
Indicate who (relationship)

Indicate calendar year

If you have told no one, briefly indicate why:

% v ©

g §2 ¢
60. How many of the following (if applicable} = z g =8 g
know about your lesbianism? < 338 2 2
s lesbian friends . o s sl 3 e 2o 5 A L
b gayte friends L o e s S = o T el
c. straight Triemds 7. o s G R e T
d. neighbors ........... T s s o 18 PR ;R i (S
LA s (ol R S e RS M e o e e TR B TR 1 5 ]
B UBBEREE: o i e e s 3 e il 5 L] o0 BN
£ COWOTKerE o, L LR e SN e ot e 1 el o S e R
. SCHOOMNIATES - iovie caivions e e s e Sl N o R g
1. YOUT- eMPlOYRes: . i it ok antars e N S T
ST 1110117 A e B ATORE T R (o SR e e EhiEreE B
T T A R e R e B aniEw -0
l.- sistersand brothers .................... S EReEE B
meyouchildeen' o Lo i e B R bt e e
B Other PELRIIVES: o onbl sadte st e i ot o
O CAherEhiloren s Cp s S e ST EE e e £

61. How important is it for you to keep your
lesbianism a secret from each of the following
(see also next question)?
e DIRI PHENAS 77 il e
gaymalefriends ........... I P
SUERIERU e v s v
neighbors

your employees
mother
father . R T T e R
sisters:and brothers .. . oo o
. your children i
other relatives ....... A S S e
-otherehildbst | SoiE sk s cvaaet ol '

ergTFTITmmsanow
(2]
9
E3
=]
=
-
a9
-

62. How important is it for you to purposely
communicate the fact that you are a lesbian to
each of the following?

lesbian friends ......... TS Ao e
gaymalefriends .............cc000heen
LT 1 T T e s e e R e
neighbors
O E & N o e s
teacher
co-workers

. schoolmates
your employees
mother
father

. your children
other relatives
other children ...... S S s

esgrwr e maanos

important

DDDDDDDE]DDDE}DDDsomewhnlimportant'
00000000000 O000Oneutral

=

0000000000 0000Q very important

63. Of those who know you are a lesbian, what ,_g.
has been the reaction of each of the following §_
to that fact? (answer for those that are ap- 5
plicable). E
2 ESBARD TOERdS . o v ohaieorinteimn wecelae S aceinioe O
b. gaymale friends . ... ccnnvenrvsivnins O
C. SERIghUTIendS . i1 i vees s rysevlile o 0
di NEIGNDOTE . oo a s ciiaioie v visvos s wmiesivin a e O
e. employer..... TR b IS e s o
e Fr e e B ST T, ST o
E- CO-WOTKETS .. ..0ivsscrsannnisannsvosons B
B SChOOIMALES V. . oo v ivis oeiomiois vinaaivia e als c
i. VOUr cmplOYEES «.vovvsecrissmanassenns o
Jo mother % .. .. ev il viaraibicmsise e o
ST e ey, e =
l. sistersandbrothers .........cco0uuvunn. O
m. vour childben {(Fi G e inai v o
n. other relatives . v..ovveicannnannesnases o
0. otherchildrem - s vviinin wvuivinan saisi Gl

0000000000000 0 0 somewhat important

0000000000000 0Oneutral

CAaMrinoodOoon O somewhat positive

0000000000000 4dOneutral

i

A

important

DDUDDUDDUD[]UDLJthryunimportlnl

0000000000000 somewhat un
000000000000000not sure

0000000000 D000 OO somewhat unimportant
0000000000 OOOOO0 very unimportant
000000000 000000mnot sure

0000000000000 O0somewhat negative

OO00O0Ormar 00000 dool very negative
OO0ODOO0OC0D0000DAO ot sure



64. How do you feel about people who you perceive to be ‘“in the closet™
(secretive)?

. very positive

somewhat positive

neutral

somewhal negative

very negative

not sure

110m

FE E

65. How do vou feel about people who you

perceive to be “'blatantly gay’'?

a. those who are politically outspoken ......

b. those who physically appear to be “*obvious""
homosexuals and lesbians .. . ............ 2

Comment:

very positive

[] somewhat positive
[ neutral

[l somewhal negative
[] very negative

I'I

O [ not sure

8|
0
]

(1

66. Do you feel that most people can tell instantly that you are a lesbian?
O Yes ~ No [ Notl sure

Briefly comment on your answer.

Society

lot

67. Do you ever or have you ever experienced
any of the following in connection with your .
lesbianism? :

harassment .............. T s
R[] R A A U P s (i
FOTOEd L0 MOVE &\ oo sty sissiy main s
U 1~ | A S e R A
blackmail or threat of blackmail .........
physical abuse ... ..ot iiiinao i
verbal abuse, name-calling . .............
ol R e s I Wl e
T T T [l s AR e R R S
shame, guilt ..... e MR e b Ll
S gy Of QISCOVEDY - . s s byl s
OREY UPEIY) o conospacns o

quitea

OnonoooooonnDovery litde

mECrFEma A0 os
ONOanooonooosome
OoOOooOoonnooonce
OO00Nna00o0n000noneat all
00000000 n o000 not sure

gooooooooaon

How do you feel about your experience(s)
in therapy?
straight therapist .. ...oovebceeneaenns %
leshian therapist .. .oovverireeensranens
ferninist therapist ..ooiuaeeereasnns %
don't know sexuality of therapist ........ =
other factor (specify) .. ... cvvererinnnns B

very positive

'

) O O 3 U] somewhat positive

00O 2 neutral

00 O[] somewhat negative
010 O 01 0] very negative

O 00O O not sure

sonow

68. Have you ever gone 1o a psychiatrist or psychologist to be *‘cured" of
your lesbianism?
C Yes O No

If yes, how long did you spend, or have you spent, in this kind of treat-
ment? ...l

If you could take a pill to make you straight, would you do it?
O Yes O No O Not sure

Are you currently seeing a therapist, psychiatrist or psychologist for any
reason?
C Yes 0 No

If yes, state briefly what reason.

§9. Have you ever attempted or seriously contemplated suicide?
O Yes C No

If yes, was this experience related to your lesbianism?
C Yes O No

70. How much is your lesbianism something other than a sexual orientation?
C quitealot

C some

£ very little

O none at all

C not sure

Comment:

=
= =
& ‘2 i
z § £ 3
LT B
: LR s w E
71. How important are the concepts of lesbian g § = R T -
and/or gay community, and lesbian and/or % E g 2 ; 2
gay culture to you? i T E
8. JAY COMMUDILY .i.avvroersnoreisonsoos O o v B T G R pid o5
b. lesbian community .............. ... B A )
C. Y CUIUITE .. .o s ts e &S B8 88
d. lesbian culture ......c.ioviviiiiiniaies i S I P 0 1 1 B
ot
S
E 3
Ei bl
g EEd
233 ¢
e £5% %
72. How often do you socialize with each of & = E B o Th 1)
the following? % T o ¢ § E
A JESBRMRIE D o L e s e e 0o =B ;:‘1 (S ]
b. straight women ............ e D oo e g
G0 BAY MBI s v ol d e s s v aialslabials et e ERUNEH (9 L et 0 5
g seraphimielie o Sl e e s Bl el me B
€. bi-sexual WOmen ............oiiiiiiiis oo o dona
FLr IS EXUa BT < i e e s e s OB E Sl S e




76. Are you separated or divorced? (check one, if applicable).
Z Separated " Divorced

¢ 2 :
= g Was your leshianism a major factor in your separation or divorce?
v £ gos T Yes T No C Not sure
Z E E ? v
g2 §. Do £ .
73, How do you fecl sbout each of the follow- & & £ ¢ 2 : Children
ing? u v '
a. lesbians ...... ol MR b e R 5 O E :9_ E 0 77. Do you have children?
b. straight women ............. S e e e I e C Yes [ No  Ifyes, howmany?........
CoBRAY B S s s s s e e ihale T S e B e
L I T N e e e e e e s Whether or not you have children, what is your attitude, in general, toward
¢ bi-sexual women ....................0. 5L e o et e L R | children?
PR URLIIEN! o i35 <o frvn i s e SRl s — very positive
_ somewhat positive
T neutral
T somewhat negative
C very negative
C not sure
78. Has custody been an issue for you?
= v = 7 Yes " No
w e If yes, comment briefly on your situation,
74. How much of your time do you spend in ¥ - s a2
each of the following environments? 'g, RES PR EER)
Blbns onIv. - s e AR :1 5 =
b. women only (lesbians and straight women) 3 E E = E
¢. gay only (lesbians and male homosexuals, =g
(oo RN R S S e B s ) ~
d. mixed straight and gay, men and women .. — o E E—’ E
¢ 2
E = 79. Has anv aspect of visiting rights been an issue for you?
v & £ s = Yes L No
=¥ E = If yes, comment briefly on your situation.
Whether or not you spend time in any of the é 'E = = g £
following environments, how do you feel about E. g =S . B B2
each of them? Eae T I G e
S IESURS NIy s Tl S e e e e o o e ST
b. women only (lesbians and straight women) . © O T T o
c. gay only (lesbians and male homosexuals
(1 G S S A R e L SR A e M T, il g >
d. mixed straight and gay, menandwomen.. — = 0O = O O
Comment:

80. Do vou participate in the rearing of children, even though they are not
your own biologically?

“Yes [ No

If yes, briefly explain this arrangement

75. If you are legally married to a man, check any of the following that apply.
T living with husband, and he knows about my lesbianism

T living with husband, but he doesn’t know about my lesbianism

T living with husband, and I'm not sure whether or not he knows

T marriage of convenience (to help me pass for straight)

T marriage of convenience (for inheritance or gifts, for immigration, etc.)

How do you feel about this arrangement?
. completely sarisfied

ver:y satisfied

. somewhat satisfied

neutral

somewhat dissatisfied

How do you feel about your marriage?
[0 completely satisfied %
C very satisfied

. somewha satisfied: very dissatisfied

__ neutral completely dissatisfied
L’ somewhat dissatisfied " not sure

O very dissatisfied

[C completely dissatisfied
= not sure

Comment:

TR

81. If you don’t have children. how do you feel about being childless?
[ very positive

_ somewhat positive

.. neutral

~ somewhal negative

C Vvery negative

© nolL sure
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Politics Z s

Mo e -
g £ 2.8
e & ®B £ 8 5
82. How do you feel about each of the follow- > e eat vl
i =)
ing? . : LI T ey
a. women in dresses and skirts ............. Tk R BT 2 (2 e 10 [
b. women in blue jeans, unisex, etc. ........ TS R | B A e b

¢. women in drag butch, **very masculine”

clothing . .... Srreesaeaesaaaiesceines S i el e
d. male transvestites .......coeveveenianns T e e R
e. dragshows, entertainment .............. O T @O T C =
f. men in colorful, stylish or unisexclothing. - . — © © = ©
g. men in “‘butch’’ clothing, uniforms,etc. .. ¢~ — © - = L

83. In general, which word do you consider the most appropriate (best) word
to be used for lesbians? (check one).

_. lesbian

U homosexual

[ female homosexual

O] gay

O gay woman

[0 homophile

ELOther (EPectiV]) v ooy o s R i S L T iRk el e

84. How would you describe yourself politically? (check one or more).

[ Democrat

! Republican

C independent

C conservative

O liberal

U moderate

T radical

C apolitical

O anarchist .

O socialist (specify tendency or group., if applicable) ....................
O feminist

0 women's liberationist

O matriarchist

[ separatist .

[ dyke separatist

C *“third world" liberationist (specify group, if applicable) ..............
[ libertarian

[ environmentalist

pacifist
gay liberationist
OINET (SPECIEN) | oot a i am e e S e e e e Wi er 2 et s

v £
= E
i
£k
E £y nE ORe
85. How do you feel about each of the follow- o E £ E =8
ing? v'g E'2°b §
a. gay liberation (mixed male and female) ... Gl iy
b. lesbian liberation (independent lésbian
eflorlato oo e W e R xS O 0 e A

86. In what year did you first hear about anv organized efforts for gay
liberation or lesbian liberation?
(indicate calendar year) ........

How did you first hear about such efforis?

w

v 3

£ g 5 &
To what extent, if any, have you become = E E' = 3
involved with each of the following? g § £
a) gay liberation - -+« ceeraiiriann A0S I e o0 € M 2 IS
b) lesbian liberation -« ..... feeeseaaianaas o S 5 s = R LS

87. Do you feel that the repeal of laws against homosexual and lesbian acts
and/or the enactment of anti-discrimination legislation in your state, neigh-
boring siate (or province), or nationally, will make your life better?

. quite alot

. some

" very little

—_ none at all

. not sure

How much have you worked for such reform(s)?
_ quitealot

_ some

. very little

" none at all

__ not sure

Statistical Information

‘The following group of questions is for statistical purposes, to find out
more about the kind of people who answer the questionnaire. In no way is
this designed to infringe on anyone's anonymity. Of course, you may leave
any of these blank.

88. What is your age? ........

89. What 15 YOUr Frace or ethnic BTOUPY | civ e vsvrrovionn snmmivossesmisee
90. What was your religious upbringing? ......... ...,
91. What is your present religion or spiritual orientation? ............ A

92. What was your annual income for 19767
~_ less than $5,000

" berween $5,000 and $9,999

~ berween $10,000 and $14,999

— between $15,000 and $24,999

7= $25,000 or more

__ not sure

94, Indicate vour educational level:
_ some grade school

completed erade school

completed 9, 10, or 11 grades

completed 12 grades

some college

college graduate

"~ some graduate school

.. graduate degree

95. Do vou have brothers and sisters?
How many brothers?
How many sisters?

96. Do you have any relatives who are homosexual or lesbian? Indicate
relationship.



97. Where do you live?

Name/ol/sIate orprovinees . oo s c v s s sl Saae e s

Ly T Y B T A (5 R e Ll TRy RS S e ey S s R 5
(or nearby town)

98. What sort of a place do you live in?
T rural or small town _

C small city

C medium-sized city

C large city

] major metropolitan center

C suburb

Part Two

The following questions ask you in detail about your experiences
and feelings. Please type or write on separate sheets of paper for these.
Remember, we will be delighted if you answer all the questions, but if
a question does not interest or apply to you, skip it. Also feel free to
answer only those questions on subjects of special interest to you.

Sexual Experiences

1. a) Tell us about a very pleasing love-making experience that
you have had with a sex partner or lover. What is it that you
do from beginning to end? How does each thing feel to you?
Please indicate how long it takes; describe movements and
positions used by you and your partner(s). Be precise: try to
include such things as leg positions, body position, move-
ments, and other factors important to you such as roughness
or gentleness, sounds, clothing, lighting, etc. Re-reading
questions 6 through 39 may help you answer this. b) Indicate
your feelings about this experience. c) If you haven’t had a
real experience that you consider pleasing, tell us about an
imaginary one but be sure to indicate that it is imaginary.

2. a) Describe your feelings about the following sex acts.
What do you like about them? How do they feel to you? Feel
free to express strong preferences or passions and to tell about
things you hate or absolutely won't do.

Cunnilingus (oral sex)

Tribadism (rubbing of genitals against partner)

Manual stimulation

Analingus (rimming)

Kissing
b) Have your feelings about these acts changed over time and
if so, how?

3. How do you feel about female genitals (their smell, appear-
ance and feel) — your own and others?

4. How do you feel about the size, appearance and feel of
breasts — your own and others?

5. What are your feelings about menstruation? Does it affect
your sex life and if so, how?

6. Tell us about your general feelings and experiences with the
list of practices included in Question 17, Part One. Which
ones do you like or hate, and why?

7. How do you feel about “loys"'— dildos, vibrators, oils,
pornography and others? Are they important to your sex life?

8. Relate any feelings and experiences concerning anxieties,
““hang-ups,”” compulsions, blocks, repressions, special needs,
handicaps, problems with sexual performance or functioning,
problems with the frequency of sex or the quality or skill of
your sex partners, that you have had in regard to your general
sex life or specific sexual acts.

9. Tell us about the importance of sex in your life. Do you feel
that too much or too little importance is placed on sex by you
or by others, and why do you feel that way?

10. a) What is the importance of emotion to you sexually? Do
you have sex with or without emotional involvement, or
both? b) What is the connection between love and sex?
Comment. c) Have you ever been in love? Can you describe
your feelings of being in love, of being loved? Of not being in
love, or not being loved? Of wanting love, of not wanting
love?

11. Describe your funniest, scariest and/or most unusual
sexual experience with another woman.

12. If you fantasize during sex or masturbation, describe your
most favorite or most common fantasy or fantasies, and your
feelings about them. Be specific as to people, situations,
places, circumstances, etc., whether real or imaginary
(indicate which), If you don’t fantasize, what are your
feelings about fantasies?

13. a) Tell us about your childhood *‘crushes’’ or sexual feel-
ings directed toward other children or adults. Recall your own
experiences and feelings as a child and people’s responses to
those experiences or feelings. b) Regardless of your own
childhood experiences, how do you feel now about childhood
sexuality in general?

14. a) Tell how you masturbate. Be specific. What parts of
your body do you stimulate? With what and how? Indicate
positions, movements and other important aspects such as
lighting, music, pornography. How often do you masturbate?
How long does it take? b) How does masturbation feel to
you? c) How do you feel about masturbation in general, and
how have these feelings changed over time?

Relationships

15. Tell about any present or past relationship with a lover or
“womanfriend.”” a) How often do you have sex? How do you
feel about the quality and intensity of your sexual relation-
ship? b) Do you live together? Why or why not? c¢) Do you
have sex outside of that relationship and how does outside sex
or the lack of it affect the relationship? Do you have an
agreement about ‘‘fidelity’” or the lack of it? Comment. d)
If you don’t have a lover, would you like one? Why or why
not? e) What do you like or dislike about having a lover
and/or being single?

16. Do you ‘“‘role-play’’ (butch/femme, masculine/feminine,
husband/wife) in your relationships with other women,
sexually as well as other than sexually? If you do, tell about
who does what and how you feel about it. What do you like
or dislike about role-playing in your relationships or in rela-
tionships you observe?

17. a) Do you have a ‘‘type'’ that vou prefer sexually? Tell us



about your type. Referring to the list in question 50, tell in
detail what attributes are important, whether they are things
you look for or things you avoid. b) Do you relate only to
that certain type? What happens when you don’t find your
type? c¢) Whether or not you have a type, what do you like or
dislike about the idea of having a type? d) Tell about the
important factors, if any, for you in choosing a sex partner or
lover? (Refer to question 50.) :

18. a) Tell about the process of meeting other lesbians. In
what ways are you shy and/or outgoing? Insecure and/or
self-confident? b) What are your experiences, if any, with
making sexual advances toward women when you are not
certain they are gay? c¢) How do you feel about cruising,
courtship, one-night stands, ‘‘promiscuity,’”” etc. d) How
important are the various places where lesbians meet (see list
in question 51), regardless of whether or not you use these
places? e) Tell about any positive or negative experiences
you have had meeting other lesbians.

Self-Image

19. a) In what ways do you consider yourself ‘‘attractive’’ or
“*unattractive’’? Tell abput your feelings and experiences
relating to your looks. b) How do you feel others relate to
your body or to specific aspects of your body (refer to list in
question 55). c¢) Do you feel you are a sex object?

20. a) Do you consider yourself masculine (‘‘butch’’) or
feminine (‘‘femme’’), or both, or neither? In what ways? b)
Which physical characteristics, personality traits, activities,
etc., do you identify as masculine or feminine? c¢) Do you
think others identify you as masculine or feminine? d) How
do you feel about these categories or labels, and what
importance do these categories have to your self-identity?

21. a) Tell us your experiences with and feelings about your
sexual ‘“‘coming out’’ and/or ‘‘being in the closet.”” b) At
what age and under what circumstances did you first realize
that you were a lesbian or somehow sexually ‘‘different’”
from other people? c¢) At what age and under what circum-
stances did you have your first lesbian experience, and how
did you deal with it? d) Tell us about your sexual evolution
from that first experience to now.

22. a) What has been your experience, if any, with telling
other people that you are gay? When did you first tell other
people that you are a lesbian and whom did you tell? b) In
your daily life now, which people do you tell, how do you tell
them, and what has been their response? Refer to question 60.
If any experience was particularly important or interesting,
tell about it in detail. c¢) Indicate your experience with and
feelings about keeping your lesbianism secret. What do you
like or dislike about being ‘‘out of the closet’’ or ‘“‘in the
closet’’? What do you like or dislike about others who are
““out of the closet’’ or *“in the closet’’?

23. a) How do you feel now about your lesbianism? b) HQw
have these feelings changed over time? <¢) What has
influenced these feelings and any changes in them?

You and Society

24. a) ng do you feel that you have been oppressed (if at all)
as a lesbian? Refer to question 67. b) In what ways has your

lesbianism, or the fear of being discovered, been a factor, an
aid or a hindrance, in your employment, schooling, housing,
social status? c¢) How has the relationship between your
lesbianism and any of these changed over time, and what
influenced that change?

25. a) How would you describe yourself politically? How does
your lesbianism interact with your politics, if at all, including
any involvement vou may have with other political groups or
movements (refer to list in question 84)? b) Tell about your
experiences with gay liberation and/or lesbian liberation.
What have you liked or disliked about such experiences?

26. How has feminism or the women’s movement had an
impact on or changed your sexual practices, values or identity?

27. Please tell us something about the following topics. If you
have strong feelings about them, or any interesting
experiences, please share them with us.
a. celibacy
b. sexual experiences with men, especially as these experi-
ences compare to sex with women
bi-sexuality
marriage
children, being childless
drugs
transvestism, cross-dressing
transsexualism (sex-change surgery)
therapy
suicide
race, class, age differences
aging
. physical ‘*handicaps””
pornography
sexuai jealousy
monogamy
lovers' quarrels, including violence
violence in the lesbian community, bars
sex in prison
influence of religion on your sexuality

. incest
residence (gay neighborhood, rural vs. urban, etc.)
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28. a) What do you think of this questionnaire? b) What in it
made you pause and think? Why? Do you feel that we have
omitted any important questions? If so, indicate the questions
and your answers. c) As a lesbian, is there anything you
would like more information on? d) Did answering parts of
this questionnaire turn you on? Make you feel good? Feel
bad? Feel angry? e) Comment.

Thank you very much.

Mail to: Survey, Box 98, Orange, MA 01364




PREMIER EXHIBITION OF KATE MILLETT’S
BRUSHSTROKE DRAWINGS AND GRAPHICS

AT A. WAUTERS GALLERY, MAY 17 - JUNE 18.
1014 MADISON AVE. (between 78th and 79th Sts.)

MONDAY, JUNE 13.

4th FLOOR, N.Y.C. CLOSING PARTY ON MONDAY

Happy Mothers
Day

Lesbiar, Mothers!
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tHE LESBIANFEMINIST
SATIRE MAGAZENE news-views-

REVIEWS-INTERV | EWNS-POETRY~F ICT | ON~HUMOR-
COMI X!
SUBSCRIPTION PER YEAR $7.00

Sample copies are SEND TO:
available at the in-

credibly high price ALBATRDSS

of $1.50---Neatness | PO BOX 2046

doesn't count but it
certainly helps a

CENTRAL STATION
EAST ORANGE, N.J.

tot: Thank vou- 07019 /
SUBSCRIBE
TO
WESTERN
WOMEN'S
JOURNAL

NEWS—covering feminist activities
in the West.
THEORY—developing the ideas

Individual Subs $6.00 and ideals of a new feminist
consciousness.

Institutions 10.00 |\ TERVIEWS—focusing on local
feminists.

Sample or back copy .50 poeTRY—_exploring a female art
form.

BULK RATES AVAILABLE HEALTH—discovering and
defending our bodies.

1724 GAYLORD ST.
DENVER, CO. 80206

NVANY

(at least the Hundreds,)

To reach the thousands (6,700)

of lesbians and feminists across

the country who want your . . ..

books, records, posters, concerts,
services, etc.

ADVERTISING RATES.

FULL PAGE (20 column inches) . ....... $80*
HALF PAGE (10 ”» ST T L $45%*
14 PAGE (@ ) et $25%
4-Columninchads. o st e i $20%*
Si€olumnanchvad s S smEaseieast & $15*

BUSINESS CARD SIZE (2 col. inches) . . . $10

*20% discount for 3 or more issues, advance
payment.

SIZES: 1 column inch = 3%” horizontal by 1”’

vertical (ad copy may also be two columns
7 inches — wide).

DEADLINES: Camera ready copy **, and check,
must be received by the 20th of the month
prior to publication. That is by:

Dec. 20 for Jan/Feb issue
Feb. 20 for March/April issue
April 20 for May/June issue
June 20 for July/Aug. issue
Aug. 20 for Sept./Oct. issue
Oct. 20 for Nov./Dec. issue

**We will layout your ad for you. $5.00 layout fee.
TIDE PUBLICATIONS

Send to: gggg Cattaragus Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90034

May/June - &
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THE KISS by Noreen Scully,
a 20" x 24’ Poster
Send $5.00 to:
Day Moon Designs, 3624 Evanston Ave., N., Seattle, WA 98103
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{includes postage)

make check payable to:
PROJECT NO. 1

Preston, Hollow NY 12469

West Coast Lady butterfly
*ﬂEsT CQ&SJ, silkscreened in brown, orange, -

white & yellow over left breast on
a yellow t-shirt or tank top.

$6.99 plus tax
SMEERRE
Childrens' sizes
6-8 10-12 14-16
yellow t-shirt only
$5.50 plus tax
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Send 25¢ for catalog of shirts & leather

Womanyes
11336 Ranchito St., El Monte, Calif. 91732
- Y

LESBUEAN
TEDE

ANALYSIS INTERVIEWS
NEWS REVIEWS POETRY

the oldest lesbian publication in the U.S. (since 1971)

... the largest lesbign publication in the U.S. (6,700 circulation)
... by and for the national lesbian, feminist, and gay communities.
.. 86.00 yr. (6 issues), $10.00 institutions, $1.25 sample
. for advertizing and bulk distribution rates write:
#all subseriptions mailed in plain wrapper

TIDE PUBLICATIONS
8855 Cattaragus Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90034

(213) 839-7254

GODDESS WORSHIP — is not just wishful thinking!

EN GOD WAS A WOMAN
by Merlin Stone, Dial Press, N.Y.C!

‘. .. a carefully researched and beautifully written
book on a subject of great relevance for understandin
the position of women today.”

irmingham Women’s News — England

“Qur history given back to us.”
Women’s Liberation News — London

Now available in the U.S. the archaeologically
documented proof that the ancient female

religion flourished for thousands of years before
biblical times and deeply affected the economic and
social status of women. It became the target aimed
at in the Genesis account of Eve — a myth that has
been used to oppress women since that time.

at most local bookstores — especially women’s
or order by mail from: Dial Press Warehouse
Box 2000, Pinebrook, NJ 07058. $7.95 plus
$.40 postage.
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! MALVINA REYNOLDS
‘ BOOKS AND RECORDS

is to order from
Schroder Music
2027 Parker St.
Berkeley
CA 94704
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