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Spurred to Action

By Denay Hudson, President

As a 34 year-old homemaker and
mother of two, a school fundraiser,
a mentor for troubled teenagers at
a high school, and a vice president
of my neighborhood association, ]
do not have the “luxury” of staying
in the closet. I am regularly outed
by my young children who
innocently tell classmates and
strangers “I have two mommies.”
As uncomfortable as these moments
can be, they do personalize the
word “homosexual”.

Although I am not a veteran
acuvist, I was spurred to action by
the hateful rhetoric dumped in our
city last August by the National
Republican Convention. I'm
convinced however, that when
teachers, parents, neighbors, and
co-workers have the opportunity to
know us, they will see see that our
lives mirror their own. Our values
and contributions to society can be
seen accurately and honestly.

The Agora wants to provide the
media with fair and positive por-
trayals of our diverse community.
Our goal is to fill the critical need
for a gay and lesbian public rela-

% X tions/media
e consulting
group. We
also want to
assist gay and
lesbian organi-
zations in their
educatonal
and public

: relations
Denay Hudson efforts.

Agora members represent a
cross-section of the community,
from PR professionals to energetc
volunteers, both gay and straight.

I am happy to serve as the first
president of The Agora. It will take
many more volunteers to carry out
the ambitious projects described in
this newsletter. I hope to see you at
our next meeting.

By Ron Dalton

The Agora’s strength lies in the
diversity of its people. Our
different personalities, careers
and interests become one of our
strongest assets through our
different committees. Members
may be as outgoing and visible as
they wish through our speaker’s
bureau or provide an equally
important role behind the scenes
through our research committee.

The Agora’s committee struc-
ture includes:
Speaker’s Bureau: Designed to
provide positive information to

Committees Set to Explore Diversity

business, civic, professional and
other organizations interested in
having speakers from the gay
and lesbian community address
their group.

Media Relations:

Responsible for writing and
disseminating information to
media as well as providing a
liaison to the media from the gay
and lesbian community.
Research & Archives:

Provide “backbone” data to
support articles and news releases
from the organization; maintain
files on topics directly related to

the gay and lesbian community.

Community Outreach:

As liaison to local gay and
lesbian organizations, this com-
mittee plays an integral role in
providing a personal contact
between the groups.

Fundraising & Grants:
Primarily assists in raising
funds and grants to achieve the
goals/mission of The Agora.

Anyone interested in joining
The Agora or learning more
about the committees, please
phone (713) 729-4267.
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STOPPING RAPE:

A CONVERSATION
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President, National Coalition Against Sexual Assault
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Author, Stopping Rape: A Challenge for Men

. Thursday, September9, 7-9 p.m.
Rice University, Hamman Hall
near Entrance #13 off Rice Blvd.
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