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Pat Parker, Black Poet,
Keynote for Multicultural

Pat Parker, well-known poet of the
black lesbian experience, will be the
keynote speaker for the fifth annual
Passages conference on March 18 at
Hine Junior High School in D.C. Ms.
Parker will address the theme for this
year: Aging and Ageism in a
Multicultural, Multiracial Society.

As the author of several books of
poetry including Child of Myself and
Movement in Black, and a joint
recording with white poet Judy
Grahn, “Where Would I Be Without
You?” (Olivia Records), Ms. Parker
is an ideal figure to represent the con-
cerns of this conference which seeks
to educate all lesbians about their cul-
ture and racial diversity.

Other lesbians best personifying
and most capable of conveying these
themes are also being approached to
participate as workshop leaders and
future announcements will be made
as these people are confirmed.

Workshops will include the fol-
lowing areas: Ageism; Lesbian
History; Interracial Coalition
Building; Intergenerational
Dialogues; Our Changing Sexuality

Passages V
on March 18

As We Age: Homophobia From
Within and Outside; Taking Control
of Our Bodies; Decades Rap (discus-
sions with other women of one’s own
generation); Young and Old Women
Together; Legal Issues; Financial
Planning; Changing Careers After
40; Women With Disabilities;
Lesbians Who Have Been Married;
Residential Intergenerational
Communities; Living With and
Learning From a Terminally 111
Partner, and many more.

In addition, other features of the
day will include the renowned panel
of lesbian elders from several cul-
tures who will relate their own expe-
riences of aging—within themselves,
their culture, and in the lesbian com-
munity. The day will culminate with
a dance starting at 9 pm and lasting
all 1 am.

The increasingly popular event,
organized by a core group of women
from many ages and backgrounds,
has grown to such an extent (now
expecting to attract 600 lesbians) that
the date and location had to be
moved. Traditionally scheduled in
January at the Silver Sprint Armory,
the conference now has a response
indicating an attendance larger than
the Armory can accommodate. Not
wishing to deny anyone entrance for
any reason, the planning group help
out until another facility could be
rented. This led to a spring date and
the school on Capitol Hill.

With a strong desire to consider
cultural diversity and also to share
personally the many experiences of
other lesbians the organizers have
kept several principles in mind:

see Passages V on page 10

Mollenkott Interviewed

by Michael Nickens, Mary Dean Carter & Bev Rainey

Richmond Pride: I heard you call
yourself an “evangelical”. I was won-
dering if you could define what you
mean by that term, and how, if at all,
that definition differs from the tradi-
tional definition.

Dr. Mollenkott: Well, the traditional
meaning of evangelical is really two-
fold. One is a very hard view of
Scripture and the other is a belief that
everyone must have a personal rela-
tionship with God. I'm an evangeli-
cal. I believe those things. I believe
everyone must have a personal rela-
tionship with God. I do not believe it
in quite the way it was taught to
me—that you repeat certain words
after somebody, and whether you feel
anything or not you're totally
changed. There’s a lot of work
involved in forming the image of
Christ within oneself, and allowing
that to form is a long process. So I
real l?f.‘ Ih"l I’m not evangelical in the

same sense th inge 11

ata Falwell is eva

have a belief system that stands or
falls by having to be the way I think
it is. That’s what I think many people
mean when they say evangelical, that
they have a kind of an airtight belief
system and God help you if you say
anything is different, then the whole
thing is liable to go on the domino
theory. But that’s a belief system,
that’s not faith. I think there’s a big
difference. Faith is not afraid. Faith
can welcome listening to other peo-
ple’s perspectives and learn from

RP: There are many in the gay and
lesbian community who have been
deeply wounded by the Christian
church. What can you tell them about
that and how do you reconcile your-
self with remaining within the
Christian church.

Dr. M.: If I hadn’t been able to distin-
guish between Christ and Christians I
would have been out a long time ago.
That 1s,

understan i the Christ to be
1 new selves that
est, in which
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DIGNITY/INTEGRITY

BANQUET

a benefit for Richmond AIDS Ministry |

Over 300 people attended the
Thirteenth Anniversary Banquet of
Dignity/Integrity Richmond, held at
the Richmond Centre on Saturday,
February

and was the focal event of an entire
weekend of celebration that began
with an inclusive language festival

11. The banquet was a ben-
efit for the Richmond AIDS Ministry
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Steve Williams, recipient of a Spec:af
Appreciation Award

liturgy celebrated by Rev. Andy
Kunz at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
with Rev. Marian Windel as the
homilist.

Noted author and lesbian-feminist
theologian Virginia Ramey
Mollenkott was the keynote speaker
and challenged her audience to fight
oppression everywhere: oppression
of women, of gays and lesbians, and
of PWA's. Dr. Mollenkott donated

i

Dr. Stephen Lenton, recipient of this
year's Service Award

her speaking fee to RAM.

Dr. Stephen Lenaton was the recip-
ient of this year’s Service Award.
Stephen has been involved with the
chapter since its inception and has
given workshops at National Dignity
Conventions.

A Special Appreciation Award
was presented to Steve Williams, a
D/I member, who was instrumental
in the creation of the Richmond
AIDS Ministry.

D/I president, Carl Archacki, was
recognized for his contributions to
the chapter and the gay community
as well as his part in Channel 8's two-
hour presentation on AIDS: A Town
Meeting.

The floral centerpieces were
donated in memory of Christopher
Bage Wells by his father, Howard,
and were taken to Children’s
Hospital after the banquet.

The banquet, which is open to the
community, is Dignity/Integrity’s
annual gift to the lesbian and gay
community.
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Dr. Mollenkott, guest speaker of Dignity/Integrity Banquet & Carl Archacki,
President of D/l

Thompson sees Kowalski for first time since 1985

On February 2, 1989, Karen

Thompson was finally allowed to see

her lover, Sharon Kowaiski, for the
first time since August, 1985. The
couple have been separated since
1985 by a court order that barred
Thompson from seeing Kowalski.

It was an emotional reunion and a
victory for Thompson. Thompson
told The Washington Blade, ‘1

walked up to her, I don’t think she—1
have curly hair now and it wasn’t
before, I had on glasses

and I always
wear contacts—but as soon as she

heard my Voice, her eyes, they really

did light up.”

Kowalski’s eyes filled with tears
and she started moving her mouth.

“I don’t know if she was trying to
make words or just getting ready to
cry,” Thompson told The
Washington Blade. “Nothing came
out. She just kept watching me, then /
cried.”

Thompson has not told Sharon
why she hasn’t visited. Sharon
believes it is because it’s “too far” for
Karen to drive. “She’s been trying to
understand,” Karen said, “but I didn’t
see Thompson on page 10
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Letters to

USA
=

If you sent your favorite valentine to
President Bush, you may want to
send the ABC Network a card enti-
tled, “Thanks but No Thanks” for the
Geraldo show aired on February
10th. At first glance, it appears as if
Geraldo is going to help promote the
public’s awareness of homosexuality.
However, what prevailed was his
mockery of the homosexual’s need to
“just be who I am”. The focus of this
telecast was wives of gay men.
Geraldo spent the first twenty min-
utes exploiting the anger of a wife
who wore dark shades. Using her
anger, he attempted to appeal to the
societal misconceptions about homo-
sexuality. Geraldo, with the compas-
sion of Nurse Ratchet then continues
to fuel these misconceptions by com-
paring one man’s struggle to under-
stand his homosexual feelings to that
of an “orgy”. As one couple attempts
to convey that they were able to
mutually end their marriage and that
her husband’s homosexuality was not
“evil”, Geraldo tries to challenge
their resolution and acceptance. By
this time you’re not quite sure where
he’s going when he states, “in no
way do we pass judgement on these
gay men, but is it worth the BIG LIE,
is it worth this fraudulent experi-
ence?”’ You get a sense that he has
just figured out that over a third of his
audience may be homosexual. Was
he just trying to make up for his
fraudulent inquiries when he made
this statement or was he trying to
defend himself from another swing
on national television? Perhaps the
essence of this show may have been
fairly represented if he had spent
more than one minute interviewing
Aurele Samuels, a researcher for
wives of gay men. He asked, “we
only have a minute, but can you put
all this in a nutshell?”” In a nutshell
Aurele stated, “wken men come out
of the closet, wives go into the closet
and the most helpful resource is a
Gay Switchboard”. As the credits roll
you wonder how a man like that can
be.put in a position of promoting
public awareness. So, “thanks but no
thanks, we’ll find someone else to
promote homosexual awareness'.

Tammy T.
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the Editor
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Richmond
Counselors Receive

National Award
by W. M. Minor

Stephen Lenton, Ph.D. and
Donnie Connor, Ed.D. of
Commonwealth Professional
Services have been chosen co-
recipients of the Gilbert Wrenn
Humanitarian Award by the
American Association for
Counseling and Development.

The Association, which is the
national professional organization for
counselors and therapists, chose Dr.
Lenton and Dr. Connor among
intense competition from a member-
ship of 50,000. The award, named
for a founder of the mental health
movement in America and given
annually, carries a stipend of
$1,000.00 which the two will split.

The co-recipients will be honored
officially at the Association’s Annual
Natinnal £lanference in Boston on

he Richmond Panel, which

commemorates all who have
died with AIDS in the Richmond
area, was quilted by a group of
women, all of whom are in their
late 80’s or early 90's, from The
Hermitage Methodist Home.
This was a project done
through the creative workshop.
Janis Murray, artist and activi-
ties director, designed the
panel.

Betsy Brinson of Richmond
AIDS Ministry, who initiated
bringing the Quilt to Richmond
after seeing it at the Baltimore
Museum of Art, works part-time
at The Hermitage and felt this
would be something the women
would enjoy doing.

Quilt/Richmond

hile the NAMES PROJECT QUILT was displayed at
the Virginia Museum from Jan. 24- Feb. 5, six panels

were dedicated to be included in the 9,000 panel quilt.
Four sections of the quilt were brought here through the

cooperation of THE NAMES PROJECT in California and

Paul Perot of the Virginia Museum

e

Above are the four other panels that will be included in the national AIDS quilt.

They are: Charles Shepherd, Al Johnson, Rod Qualis and Andrew Lunaberg.

Each panel was loving made by friends or family.

s - i it

Al Johnson was the partner of Rev. Arthur Runyan of M.C.C. Richmond.

he Tidewater Panel com -
memorates those who have
died in the Tidewater area. It
is sponsored by Tidewater
AIDS Crisis Task Force. The
panel was quilted by the wife
of a PWA at TACT.
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What is the
Lesbian Struggle?

The following is an excerpt from
the column “Pure Goldstein” by
Janet from Another Planet that
appears monthly in the Baltimore
Gaypaper:

“Those of you who have been
keeping up with my column since I
began writing it this past spring can
easily identify my politics as radical
lesbian-feminist. This viewpoint
almost by definition involves separa-
tism and therefore, to some degree,
what is simplistically called “man-
hating.” Now, I am not so narcissistic
as to think my politics are all that
important. Me, I'm just another dyke.
But I do think my politics are impor-
tant, enough so to be worth articulat-
ing publicly at the risk of all kinds of
backlashes (the worst of which have
yet to occur): for though I may be the
only lesbian-feminist voice to be
heard regularly in these pages, I am
certainly not the only lesbian-
feminist in this city—or anywhere, for
that matter—and someone has got to
tell it as we see it.

“‘What is the lesbian’s struggle?
Who exactly are her enemies? Some
may protest my casting the problem
in such absolute terms, but let’s see
whether or not some terms are appro-
priate. There can be no mistake that
first prize for oppressing lesbians
(and everyone else) goes to men.
Millions of straight womyn are vying
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Scandals in cooperation with Eric Floyd proudly presents *Streetwise’ Recording Artist
The Legendary Eartha Kitt. Saturday April 15th, 1989, Showtime 12 midnight. Tickets $5.00
in advance, $7.00 at door.

Reservations accepted with advance purchase of 4 or more tickets

Pre-Show 11:30 Singing her hits:
with some of your favorite entertainers “| Love Men”’
“Thisis my Life”
LATE NIGHT Show “Where is my Man?"
at2am
(VICTORIA SNOW) Debuting her new European smash hit:
“Arabian Nights”

2001 EAST FRANKLIN STREET RICHMOND, VA 23223
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Barbara Harris becomes
first woman Bishop

by Beverly Rainey

On Saturday February 11, 1989,
the Rev. Barbara Harris became the
first woman to be consecrated a bish-
op, in any of the three major branches
of Christianity- Roman Catholicism,
Eastern Orthodoxy and Anglicanism
- which includes the Episcopal

Church- that consider bishops succes-
sors to Jesus’ apostles, amid the
cheers of 8,000 people.

Bishop Harris’ consecration has

drawn world attention because of her
sex, background(she has no formal
seminary training or college degree),
and liberal views. She was also met
with opposition from traditionalists
who felt that because the apostles
were men, the position of bishop
should be reserved for men. Others
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objected because of her liberal writ-
ings on the rights of homosexuals,
U.S. policy in Central America and
internal church matters.

Bishop Harris will assume the
position of suffragan, or assistant,
bishop in the Boston Episcopal dio-
cese. She will assist Bishop Johnson,
who oversees the diocese’s 96,000
members, and she will be considered
a full bishop.

Barbara Harris did not always
think of the church as a career. She
pictured herself as a music teacher. In
1963, she marched with Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr. from Selma to
Montgomery, Ala. In 1968, after
joining the Church of the Advocate
in Philadelphia, Bishop Harris began
counseling inmates in a Philadelphia
jail..
From 1973-1977, Harris ran the
Public Relations Department of Sun
Oil, Co. In 1980, she was ordained a
priest by Bishop Lyman C. Ogilby.
From 1984-1988, she was executive
director of the Episcopal Church
Publishing Co., which produces The
Witness, a journal advocating peace
and justice ministries. She will con-
tinue to write her column, A Luta
Continua- an Angolan guerrilla slo-
gan meaning “the struggle contin-
ues,” as her schedule permits.
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Gay and Lesbian computer users
can now get up-to-the-minute infor-
mation from the nation’s Capital by
signing onto the new Human Rights
Campaign Fund (HRCF) computer-
ized bulletin board.

The bulletin board, called HRCF
NET, features a variety of informa-
tion on federal legislation, voting
records, constituent mobilization and
other news of interest to the national
gay and lesbian and AIDS communi-
ties. HRCF is the nation’s largest gay
and lesbian civil rights and AIDS
political action committee and lobby-
ing group.

Access HRCF NET for:

« Jegislative update

» voting records

* press releases

» HRCF editorial

+ field division

» HRCF fact sheet

The HRCF NET access number is
(202) 639-8735. Modems must be a
minimum of 300 baud rate. Contact
the system operator, Sheryl Harris,
HRCEF operations manager, at (202)
628-4160 (voice number), HRCF,
1012 14th Street NW, Suite 607,
Washington, DC 20005. Use of the
bulletin board is free, except for
phone line charges.

David Y. Peake

2012 Monument Avenue
Richmond, Va. 23220

Bus: (804) 355-1795
Res: (804) 355-0584

EDGEWOOD FARM AND
TACK SHOPPE
1020 BIRDSONG ROAD
PETERSBURG, VA. 23805

g

THE CLYDE A. POARCHS
HUNTERS & HUNTER PONIES

INSTRUCTION - BOARDING
TRAINING

PHONE:

(804) 732-2138

OPEN DAILY 11:30 AM

2811 W. Cary
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RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE

Street

Richmond, Virginia 23221
(804) 358-6469
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Nilliam & Mary GALA President affirms
jon-discrimination for lesbians & gay men

On behalf of the Board of
Directors of the GALA group,
Stephen H. Snell, Chair, indicated
their support for the President’s state-
ment. “President Verkuil’s remarks
are a step towards a full human rights
for gays and lesbians at the College.
This statement gives us hope for con-
tinuing progress in the area of gay
and lesbian rights in the future,” Snell
said.

William and Mary GALA is
almost three years old and maintains
a membership of over 300 William
and Mary graduates. For further
information on the organization con-
tion” in the College’s non- tact P.O. Box 15141, Washington,
discrimination policies. DC 20003.

President Verkuil's statement as it appeared in The William and Mary News, Volume
XVill, #17, Wednesday, January 25, 1989:

In a clarification of non-
liscrimination policy, Paul Verkuil,
>resident of The College of William
ind Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia,
\as issued a statement indicating *
“The College does not discriminate
»n the basis of an individual’s sexual
yrientation...Non-discrimination and
yrivacy regulations and policies pro-
ect students, faculty and staff against
wny arbitrary decisions in this regard.”

Verkuil made his announcement
in reaction to criticism from William
and Mary GALA (Gay and Lesbian
Alumni/ae, Inc.) for refusing their
request to include “‘sexual orienta-

To the College Community:

The recent statements by GALA offer an opportunity to clarify the
record as it relates to the College and its non-discrimination policies. I
would like to underscore the following:

1. The College does not discriminate on the basis of an individual’s
sexual orientation and, to my knowledge, never has. Nondiscrimination
and privacy regulations and policies protect students, faculty and staff
against any arbitrary decisions in this regard. In addition, in the case of
students, the judicial code expressly covers appeals from decisions dis-
criminating on the basis of “sexual orientation.”

2. No examples of discrimination based on an individual’s sexual
orientation have been brought to the attention of anyone in the adminis-
tration. William and Mary is a tolerant and sensitive institution that
respects a person’s right to privacy; provided, of course, that the policies
of the institution and governing law are equally respected.

3. Any complaints or inquiries concerning College policy in this
regard should be directed to Dale B. Robinson in the case of the faculty
and staff, or to W. Samuel Sadler in the case of students.

Sincerely,
Paul R. Verkuil, President

NEXXUS
SEBASTIAN
REDKEN

PAUL MITCHELL
A (HAIR, NAIL
AND SKIN CARE)

OUR
SERVICES

COMPLETE HAIR SERVICES
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* ELECTROLYSIS
*TANNING

PERMS . | HAIRCUTS z_}
$15.00 OFF O | for O |
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Curtis Perm O | (includes O |
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COUPONS EXPIRE APRIL 10, 1989
353-1828
3320 W, CARY ST. |

The Kichmond Fride March 1¥5Y raged

Southeast Organizing Meeting held as part
of National Lesbian Conference

by Raif W. Stryker

In all their diversity they con-
verged on Atlanta, all with varied
concerns: young lesbian student lead-
ers from Chapel Hill, NC; two older
lesbians from rural Kentucky, one of
whom had just come out two years
before; tradeswomen from
Richmond, Va.

For some, it was the first time they
had been in the same room with this
many lesbians. At the other end of
the spectrum were hard core activists
at various stages of burnout, ready to
give it one last shot.

Some 125 lesbians from 9 states
arrived at the Winship Ballroom of
the Student Activities Building of
Emory University in Atlanta, Ga this
past January 28-29 for the first
Southeast Region Organizing
Meeting as part of the National
Lesbian Conference. The site yet
undetermined, representatives from
each of six regions will gather in
Durham, NC at Duke University
March 3-6 for a National Planning
Meeting to finalize a location and
date as well as the agenda.

Begun with momentum left over
from the October, 1987 National
March on Washington for Gay and
Lesbian Rights, some forty women
met in Washington, D.C. in

The desire to develop a nation-
al lesbian agenda has been
discussed for some time at
lesbian gatherings. . .

September, 1988 to discuss the possi-
bility of staging a national event.,
Provided that a diversified represen-
tation of lesbians from various geo-
graphical, racial and cultural
perspectives could be assured, over-
whelming support was expressed for
the conference and plans were imme-
diately set in motion. The country
was divided into six regions with
eight meetings scheduled from
January-February, 1989. Each region
was given their own organizational
responsibilities. As of this date, only
two western regions have yet to meet.
The desire to develop a national
lesbian agenda has been discussed for
some time at lesbian gatherings such
as conferences and festivals; finally
concrete plans have been established
to implement this need. Although still
in the planning stages, it has been
agreed that some guidelines for the

national conference will be as follows:

— the conference will be by, for, and
about lesbians

— the planning and conference
groups should be multicultural and
should represent and welcome all
of the diverse lesbian community

— the event will be conducted
according to feminist process which
reflects respect for each other and an
agreement to disagree

It is felt that although many lesbi-
ans are doing important work to
create social change, lesbian issues
are rarely addressed by mainstream
society.lin the hope that we can vali-
date and acknowledge our diversity
and form a lasting foundation, lesbi-
ans must come together because we
need to know who are are nationally,
how are energies are being used, and
what our priorities are.

For two days, the women met as
both a single large group and as small
discussion groups, tackling issues
which will be brought to Durham.
The concemns stemmed not only from
the larger external oppression, but

from oppression within the commu-

" or (019) 682-6374.

nity, a force which can be just as
debilitating.

Perhaps the most formidable barri-
er facing lesbians is not the larger
mainstream homophobia, but the
internalized homophobia and the iso-
lation between various special inter-
est groups. For example, how can a
group of “softball jocks” and political
lesbian feminists work together to
achieve the same end? Most agreed
that until internal differences were
reconciled within the community, it
would be difficult to take political
action as a cohesive unit.

The predictable issues also sur-
faced: the multiple problems of
minority and disabled lesbians came
up over and over. One adamant
woman of color rose and voiced the
stance that she was tired of having to
reeducate white lesbians about
minority issues. She called for greater
responsibility of these women to edu-
cate themselves, stating “...every time
I go to one of these conferences, I
have to reinvent the wheel....”
Southern women were tired of the
typical deep south stereotype and
cried for the community to look
beyond geographics. Most every
group brought up the issues of adop-
tion rights for lesbians, rights in the
workplace, violence against women,
control over our own bodies, S&M as
a political issue, a more open dia-
logue about sex, and the problems
facing lesbian youth. Other special
interest groups called for the estab-
lishment of an “old dyke’s home” as
part of a solution to the problem of
caring for older lesbians, and even a
lesbian university!

As well as the theoretical issues,
the more practical matters of holding
and funding the conference were dis-
cussed on the second day. The need
for scholarships for those financially
unable to attend was brought up as
well as the need for media attention.
Most agreed the event should have a
theme in order to stay focused. As
there were several states without rep-
resentatives in Atlanta, it is impera-
tive that we reach those lesbians who
might not otherwise hear of the con-
ference by getting the word out in our
Own communities.

"If someone asked me what a
lesbian is, I wouldn't know
what to tell her. I've seen so
many different examples this
weekend. .."

There was the expected bickering
and back biting, yet after an exhaust-
ing two days there was a feeling that
in all our diversity, somehow we
could come together to actually pull
this event off. One young lesbian
from Charlotte, NC said in closing
remarks, *“...If someone asked me
what a lesbian is, I wouldn’t know
what to tell her. I've seen so many
different examples this weekend....”
A surprising number committed to be
in Durham in March, where several
hundred were expected to gather
from across the nation. From 3000-
4000 lesbians are expected to attend
the national conference slated tenta-
tively for late 1989 or early 1990.

Those interested in attending the
National Planning Meeting in
Durham should contact Ginny Real
at (919) 788-6522 or by mail at 2707
Clement St. Winston-Salem, NC
27127; or Mandy Carter at 604 W.

1 Hill St., Durham, NC 27701
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{ egal Rights” realize the need for

an organization 1o specifically
address lesbian-feminst issues

| andconcerns,

| Feb: o

= Mollenkott

continued from page 1

each other but rather value diversity
T A plan and participa _ and honor each other, honor the fact
in a gay/lesbian iy held in fing at VCU. The Godde: I.h‘iit.FﬁL‘Il of us shows ;mothrer aspect
Richmond October 8. 1977 at sineroed in the f the of God by our diversity. A lot of peo-
Monroe Park. The rally was | Eeee it not “women ple who are claiming to be Christian

ed 1o correspond to the am- ave never experienced that, it’s only

ious because of the tremen-
_ ; _ w | dous dualism of the “us versus them’
R.1 E held it Elver " A .| understanding of things. So just

because somebody says they’re
Christian, that’s not going to affect
what I understand to be what it’s all
| about, that is, seeking the Kingdom

| of God, seeking the Queendom of

| God, seeking the Commonwealth of
1 God.

RP: Most feminists would consider
the Bible, and the Judeo-Christian
culture in general to be sexist, and the
Bible to be a sexist piece of literature.
Do you believe that to be the case?

Dr. M.: I think that the Bible reflects
the cultures and the socialization of
the people who wrote it down.
Therefore, you’re going to get some
reflections and descriptions that you
wish to God the author would say
“This is terrible.” And yet you don’t
see this. You see some stories that
make your hair stand on end, and
they’re presented as if this is just how
it is and the way it ought to be. To me
that’s not the important thing. The
important thing is the overall thrust of
the work. Of course you’re going to
get reflections of the culture. I mean,
think about your own history.

There were times, years ago, when
people would say to me “You have

see Mollenkott on page 10

by Frank Tell
= :

Gertrude Stein, Paris, 1946

While still young and naive, I
once heard someone describe a resi-
dence as “one of those Fan apart-
ments with David in the bathroom
and a bust of Gertrude Stein on the
piano.”

At the time, I did not understand
the frame of reference. Now I do.

Gertrude Stein in Richmond among
the FFV’s may strike some as an
anomaly, but it is true. Indeed, she
was here twice, in 1934 and 1935.

Her trips here were arranged by a
Mark Lutz, who pronounced his
name in the German fashion though
the rest of the family did not. A local
source, who prefers to remain anony-
mous, described him as an “eccentric,
secretive, artsy sort of young man
who never married.”

Mark Lutz was a trusted friend of
Stein’s and of Alice B. Toklas,
Gertrude’s “wife” (as Stein referred
to her). He corresponded with them
and visited them in France before he
stage-managed their appearance in
Richmond.

Ellen Glasgow, the famous
Richmond writer, gave a celebrity
reception for Stein and Toklas in her
alamant hama at Oine Wast Main

Gertrude Stein in Richmond

ary scene accepted the invitation Grove plantation by the McCrea fam-  working hours he spent much of his
except Douglas Southall Freeman, ily with a high tea. History doesnot ~ time at a canteen entertaining foreign
who was busy completing his record Stein’s wardrobe for the sailors and soldiers. Although born
Pulitzer prize-winning biography of  occasion. elsewhere, Lutz moved to Richmond
Robert E. Lee. Lutz’ letters to Stein provided at an early age. He lived in

In her memoirs of her trip to much interesting trivia about Philadelphia the last years of his life,
Richmond, Stein observed that Lee  Richmond in general and Lutz in par-  but remained an important figure in
was a “weak and cowardly”” man ticular. For example, during his non- ~ Stein’s visits to Richmond.
who led his troops into death and Q

defeat. “I can’t imagine” she said
“why anyone would find him inter-
esting.”” At least more interesting than
Stein herself, one infers, although she We like to THE ART OF FLOWERS
never mentioned Freeman or the AND FOUR SEASONS AT

think our flowers
party. ¥ RIVER ROAD
It was this observation that began NAN  plants and services \

her famous “war”’ with the United s are the best in town

VISIT OUR SHOP,

Daughters of the Confederacy, a war aofterall, we have all the

of letters to theTimes D:spatch editor best designers!

and published barbs. Stein thought \ and we give 1
i You our guaran

the whole affair terribly funny. The 2 tee that your business will be

UDC missed the humor. They dis-
missed Stein with the observation
that “she does not like grammar and
repeats herself.”

The same anonymous source cited
above remembered Stein’s visit as
less than a success. She said
“Gertrude arrived hours late, wearing
a plaid flannel shirt and workmen’s
boots. She talked for hours about
how to match a frame to a picture. I
fell asleep halfway through the lec-
ture.” The lecture, which was given
at the Richmond Women'’s Club, was
entitled simply “ART"".

Before her arrival both the Junior
League and the University of
Richmond had vied to sponsor her
lecture. After the UDC flap, things
might have been different.

In a letter to Lutz, Toklas com-
mented that on their American tour,
they “liked Virginia best”.

The anthorof “arose isaroseis a

the "most importont™ to us . . .

and we will always oppreciate

patronage.

Call Bruce, Bill, Rick. Tom,

/ David, Rich ..
Steven or g




Heartbeat Lesbians survive Trail Blazers: Focus on
blitz by Fundamentalists

by Rex Wockner

reprinted with permission from The Baltimore Alternative

Despite a report to the contrary in
the Atlanta gay/lesbian newspaper
Southern Voice, the lesbian relation-
ship in ABC-TV’s series “Heartbeat™
will continue “as strong as ever,”
according to Joe Viola, supervising
producer of the program.

Viola said remarks made by
actress Gina Hecht and printed in the
Southern Voice in late January were
taken out of context, and that the
Voice's belief that Marilyn and
Patti’s relationship will be axed
because of pressure from Christians
is “completely erroneous.”

“You can watch the show
throughout the rest of the season,” he
said. “The relationship is played very
importantly, very strong story lines.
Patti is unequivocally not being writ-
ten out nor is Marilyn’s character
changing in any way. Four episodes
will deal with the relationship
directly.”

Viola acknowledged that ABC
and Aaron Spelling Productions have
received negative mail from people
identifying themselves as
“Christians,” but said the response
from the gay and lesbian community-
and other pro-gay individuals-has
been greater.

“We have gotten a lot of mail over
the last two weeks in favor of the
character,” Viola said. “It’s wonder-

ful to receive. I expect there is more
supportive mail at this point than neg-
ative. The negative mail seems to
have dwindled.”

Viola also says the program has
received many letters from lesbians
which were not in response to the
fundamentalist blitz. “They’ve writ-
ten to say they applaud the honesty in
the program and hope it will contin-
ue,” he said. “It’s very gratifying.”

According to Viola, ABC-TV
never had problems with
“Heartbeat’s” lesbian relationship
and wouldn’t have bought the show
if they had. “You bring an idea to a
network and attempt to sell it to
them,” he said. “If they have prob-
lems, they tell you right up front.”

Viola’s statements about
“Heartbeat” confirm remarks made
in the Philadelphia Gay News by co-
producer Allison Hock the same
week the Southern Voice article
appeared. Hock told PGN, “We have
very solid support for the show and
I’m not about to write out someone
as important as Gail Strickland
(Marilyn McGrath) or her lover.”

Hock added that she finds it diffi-
cult to take the fundamentalist mail
seriously when it is mimeographed
and starts out, “I’ve never seen your
show but I don’t approve of
lesbianism.”

"Let me help you."

If you want him to use a condom,
thisis all you have to say.

Richmond AIDS Information Network
1721 Hanover Avenue

P. O. Box 5669

Richmond, Virginia 23220 .
804/358-AIDS J

If you'd like information about condoms, AIDS, and AIDS
prevention, call 1-800-342-AIDS for answers you can trust.

Frances Stewart

by W. M. Minor

Wendy Wadsworth (I), Frances' partner,

Among the fifteen honorees of the
Richmond Lesbian and Gay Pride
Coalition at last year’s festival was
Frances Stewart, who has been an
active and vital figure in the
Women'’s and Gay Movements in
Richmond since 1972. In addition,
Frances has been in private practice
as a clinical psychologist dedicated to
serving the mental health needs of the
Richmond gay community since
1982.

Shown a vision of her future twen-
ty years ago, Frances may have been
disbelieving. She expected to pursue
a career as a high school Phys. Ed.
teacher after graduating from
Longwood College. After an unhap-
py year teaching biology in Fairfax
County, however, unsure of her
future, Frances took a one-year
assignment with the Red Cross and
served as a recreation specialist in
Vietnam. The year she spent there,
1967-68, was the height of American
troop buildup in Southeast Asia.
Being in and around combat zones,
and working with G.Ls, Frances was
profoundly moved by what she expe-
rienced that year. She returned to
mainland with no job, amid turbulent

Max and Frances Stewart

years. The two formed a professional
parmership, Commonwealth
Professional Services, in 1981. The
group, which is now composed of
four full-time partners who work out
of their own building in Carytown,
makes its decisions by consensus.
Feeling that many gay people have
been “mishandled in the mental
health field,” Frances describes the
partnership as dedicated to offering
quality mental health services to the
gay community.

As a result, Frances has had cli-
ents travel to see her from
Williamsburg, Emporia, and
Fredericksburg. One client, Fred
Wayne, describes her as “a very com-
petent, savvy woman, gifted at creat-
ing that environment where the help-
ing process can begin. . . .Within that
loving, caring exchange we become
newly aware of—and begin to val-
ue—our own strengths. And then we
begin to grow.”

Another client, a woman in her
thirties, describes Frances as
“extremely well-read in her field,”
and “very good about récommending
reading which helps her clients better
understand their problems.”

""Being a parent,” Frances says, ''was one of
the things I put aside because of being gay."

times. Bobby Kennedy and Martin
Luther King had been assassinated;
Washington, DC was being set on
firewith race riots.

Frances’ political sensibility was
awakened as she reacted to and ques-
tioned the events of those dynamic
years. The seeds of a career in psy-
chology were started for her at the
same time. Working in an army hos-
pital in Washington, Frances was
impressed that soldiers, treated for
schizophrenic breakdowns, could
become well again, fairly quickly,
with intensive psychotherapy. She
entered Virginia Commonwealth
University in 1972, beginning work
toward an advanced degree in the
Department of Psychology.

Richmond quickly became home
for her. During the seventies, while a
graduate student, and while working
part-time, as well, she found time to
become active in the Virginia
Women’s Political Caucus (the only
feminist political organization in
Richmond at that time) and served as
a board member of GAP (Gay
Awareness in Perspective).

Frances and Stephen Lenton met
and became friends early in her VCU

Frances’ personal life took off in
the 1970's as well. In 1977, while
working with the Awareness Series
at VCU, she met her life-partner,
Wendy Wadsworth. The two women
have formed a solid relationship
which Frances says “has never been
better than it is right now.”

“Being a parent,” Frances says
“was one of the things I put aside
because of being gay.” Having talked
about babies all through their rela-
tionship, Frances and Wendy began
to discuss seriously the possibility of
having a child of their own by the
mid 1980's. The opportunity to adopt
an as yet unborn child came to them
in 1986. The adoption of their son,
Max (named for Frances’ father),
was arranged with the legal assis-
tance of Bessida White.

Addressing what is most impor-
tant to her in life, Frances seems to
exude contentment. She stresses the
importance to her of having the rela-
tionship of long-standing, the joy of
being a parent to Max and the fulfill-
ment in having the opportunity to do
the work she loves with partners with
whom she shares so much in terms of
similar values.
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April 91989
Washington, DC

Assemble: 10 am. on the Mall
March: 12 noon Step Off
Rally: 130 Capitol West Side
For Further Information Contact:

Richmond NOW, P. O. Box 25831
Richmond, Va. 23260 804/780-9092

dents/low income) or $25 for two.
Seats must be reserved by March 31.

Womens Equality

Buses will leave Richmond at 7:45 am on Sunday, Apnl 9 and
will depart from D.C. at 5:00 pm. Bus fare is $15 ($10 for stu-

Sen. Gordon Humphrey

of Jesse Helms, exploit fear and anti-gay bigotry and censor
effective AIDS education. Will he win? It’s up to you!

Help defeat anti-gay

CALL
1-800-257-4900

Send Cong

55 2 message. Ask for Operator Yis4
1. O - 54.50 each charped t

A AL RICOWN
» CALL NOW!

H umphrey’s distorted ‘‘no promo homo’’ amendments, like those

amendments to AIDS bills!

WOMEN AND

by Suzanne Keller

Since 1983 in Virginia 74 women
and three girls have been diagnosed
with AIDS; of these 53 have died.
Black women constitute a dispropor-
tionate 50% of these reported cases.
The most common ways women get
the virus (HIV) which causes AIDS
are shooting drugs and having unpro-
tected sex with men. Transfusion-
related cases are also significant. (See
chart.)

The Women and AIDS Resource
Network in New York calls the
spread of HIV and AIDS among
women the “silent epidemic”. Recent
conversations with people directly
involved in providing services for
those with HIV infection and AIDS
reveal factors which contribute to that
silence.

In general, women are less likely
to be involved with support groups
and support systems provided by
AIDS service organizations.
According to Charlotte Syran, Social
Worker at MCV, “Women have no
safe places . . . women tend to worry
more about what others think and to
fear being seen someplace.” Suzanne
Neemy, Program Associate at Project
NOVA, echoed that observation say-
ing “It is easier for women to remain
anonymous and to stay isolated.”

Fear of stigmatization and rejec-
tion affects women more than gay
men who usually know they have a
place to go for assistance and sup-
port. As Syran put it, “There is noth-
ing generic about this illness.” As a
group, women with AIDS do not
necessarily share a common identity
or the sense of community that gay
men do. Given these barriers, provid-
ing services for women requires spe-
cial commitment and outreach.

In January, the Roanoke AIDS
Project began a support group for
women and the Tidewater AIDS

AIDS IN VIRGINIA

Crisis Task Force will begin one
soon. Project NOVA of Whitman
Walker, the Richmond AIDS
Information Network, and the
Charlottesville AIDS Support Group
do not have separate support groups
for women. Their women clients
either do not want to participate in a
group or they participate in already
existing support groups.

It is not always the case, but
another common issue raised by ser-
vice providers is that some of the
women they see are either drug users,
co-dependents, or in abusive relation-
ships. For these women lack of
resources, low self-esteem, and dis-
empowerment complicate delivery of
services to them.

Women have “responsibilities that
extend beyond the illness” according
to Carol Wise at Richmond AIDS
Information Network. Women with
AIDS must not only confront their
own mortality but they also confront
the uncertain future for the children
they may leave behind. Wise dis-
cussed the guilt women experience
when their children take over the
responsibilities of nurturing, caretak-
ing, and household management.

Other issues also arise for women
even when services are available. For
example, many of the women with
AIDS and HIV infection have chil-
dren or may even have a child who is
infected as well. Logistics of child
care and transportation are complicat-
ed for them. (In Roanoke child care is
provided during group.)

For information or assistance, con-
tact the AIDS service organization in
your area. (See chart.)

[Editor’s Note: This article is the first
in a series on women and AIDS, and
presents a basic overview on the
subject.]

AIDS SERVICE GROUPS AND CONTACT PERSONS

Roanoke AIDS Project
John Conley (804) 982-2437

Project NOVA - Whitman Walker

Paul Rose (202) 797-3948

AIDS Support Group, Inc., Charlottesville
Catherine Drabkin (703) 979-7714

Richmond AIDS Information Network

Carol Wise (804) 358-6343

Tidewater
AIDS Crisis Task Force
_Pat Bamner (804) 440-5400

Or call VDH AIDS Hot Line 1-800-533-4148

WOMEN WITH AIDS

Number of women tested at alternative test sites
across Virginia and health departments

9/86 to 11/88: 13,404

Number positive: 124

CUMULATIVE AIDS CASES IN WOMEN,
VA AND US, 1981-1989*

Transmission
Category
Intravenous Drug User

VA US
Total % Total %

28 38 3743 52

Transfusion/Blood Products18 25 762 11

Heterosexual
Undetermined
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E DIVINE FEMININE,
= BIBLICAL IMAGERY OF GOD AS FEMALE

gh S. McElwain

1 man educated in Catholic
Is, I found Virginia Ramey
:nkott’s The Divine Feminine,
iblical Imagery of God as
le both surprising and familiar.
1s surprised that there were so
biblical images of God as
e—such imagery as God as
in giving birth and as a nursing
a1, as a mother bear, as a female
ed, and many others. I was par-
rly surprised that so many of
images were from the Old
ment because the Jews lived in
e-centered and patriarchal cul-
nd I associate the New
ment with a freeing from a cul-
»ound spirituality.
llenkott acknowledges that there
'w references to God as female
mparison to the whole, but in the
:al authors’ social and historical
Xt it is a miracle that they used
references at all. “Ordinarily the
» in power does not depict God
ms of the group they are
:ssing...The fact that the Bible
at all should surprise...and

delight us.”

I am delighted, but there are some
people who aren’t. The fact that
Mollenkott’s book shows a Scriptural
and theological basis for the use of
inclusive language (i.e. usually non-
gender-specific language) in worship
has angered some. In addressing the
need for the use of inclusive language
in the churches, Mollenkott quotes
from a letter written to the National
Council of Churches by an unhappy
doctor: “God is a sexist... Thus man
and woman, in the flesh, do not have
equal standing before God.”

Few men have the brass to make
the same statement so boldly; howev-
er, all of us were raised in this society
with the same message unspoken—an
unfortunate message.

As Iread The Divine Feminine, 1
could not help but feel I was reading
something very familiar. No essential
doctrine that I can remember from
my Catholic school years contradict-
ed anything I read. Many of the
images presented in the book were
not new to me, yet they are unmistak-

ably feminine and refer to the Deity.
It was like getting re-acquainted with
an estranged friend with a new
maturity, a new perspective.

I thoroughly recommend this book.
Although it has extensive footnotes
for a critical reading, it is liberally
sprinkled with Mollenkott’s insights
and conclusions, thus making it
accessible to the average reader. In
response to a critic of the use of the
feminist grammar, Mollenkott notes:
“the political effects of naming God
as exclusively masculine: because
God is husband-like, husbands are
godlike. Because God is father-like,
fathers are godlike. The stage is set
for exploitation of girls and women.”

An end to such exploitation is what
this book is all about, and more.
Mollenkott wants to restore to sanity
a Judeo-Christian tradition which for
centuries has spawned people who
“have done hideous things to each
other in the name of God or some

‘higher truth.’”
May “She” be with Dr. Virgina
Ramey Mollenkott.

THE CRYSTAL
CURTAIN

D e e e

by Tammy & Jo

Sandy Bayer gives her readers a
suspenseful and thought provoking
novel that dramatizes homosexual
tolerance and women’s rights. Close
your eyes and imagine George
Winston’s, “Winter Into Springtime”’,
playing in the background as
Stephanie uses her psychic abilities to
assist the police in solving a murder.
This aura is delightfully woven
throughout The Crystal Curtain.

This intrigue is the element that
draws Detective Achison to
Stephanie and Marian. Together they
try to solve the heinous crimes of a
psychotic killer. Achison also solves
some of the problems in his own het-
erosexual marriage through their les-
bian relationship. The relationships
that develop, as a result of Bayer’s
writing style, enable you to be a part
of the story. She leads you through
the struggles that result from the psy-
chotic killer's intrusion in Stephanie's
and Marian’s lives. Sandy Bayer’s
insight into her character’s persona
and the suspenseful thythm make this
Alyson Publication worth reading.

srmer Richmonder is First Black Woman Bishop

| E. Tate

shop Leontine T. C. Kelly is a
arkable and fascinating woman.
first black woman to be elected
op in the United Methodist

rch, she has often been outspok-
1 her concern for the progressive
wal of the church. One of eight
Iren, she was born in the parson-
of Mt. Zion Methodist Church in
shington, D.C. in March of 1920.
background and growing up

ed her deeply in Methodism and
found her life surrounded by its
ience. Not only was she the

shter of a Methodist minister, she
sister and widow to Methodist
United Methodist pastors as well.
e spent most of her life as a wife
mother to her four children, and
school teacher. When her hus-

i, the Reverend J. David Kelly,
ime ill and died, she was a certi-
lay speaker and was appointed
he bishop of Virginia to succeed
late husband at Galilee United
hodist Church in Edwardstown,
rinia. While there, she decided to
ue a career in the ordained minis-
She attended Union Theological
inary in Richmond. She was
iined deacon and accepted into
yationary membership of the

in 1972. She

- == ¢ I A AR L
NnDETSHIP ds d WITHICA viethodist

sr ministry has always been filled

with energy, enthusiasm, and inspira-
tion. She spent 18 months as an asso-
ciate director of the Virginia
Conference Program Council in the
area of Social ministry, was the first
black woman to be elected as a cler-
gy delegate to United Methodist
General Conference, and was one of
only eight women in a delegation of
thirty-two in 1982.

In December of 1976 she was sent
to Nashville and became Assistant
General Secretary of the Board of
Discipleship for the United
Methodist Church, heading up the
section on Evangelism. Widely
known for her dynamic and inspira-
tional preaching style, she became a
popular and well-recognized figure

Her four year term as bishop was
full of energy and abounding in con-
roversy, yet she rode out the storm.
She never shied away from telling
the truth as she saw it and was relent-
less in her work for justice issues. In
1987, San Francisco hosted the
National Consultation on AIDS
Ministries, the first ever joint consul-
tation by three General Boards of the
United Methodist Church. One of the
boards involved was the Board of
Church and Society, the board for
which Bishop Kelly was responsible.
The consultation was vital to the
ongoing connection and networking
of AIDS related ministries, and it
provided invaluable assistance to
many clergy and lay persons who

Bishop Kelly has continued to develop and encourage
the talents of young women throughout the country.

across the church.

Her rapid rise in the church reached
anew high when, at the 1984
Western Jurisdictional Conference,
Leontine Kelly was elected a bishop
in the United Methodist Church. Her
nomination for bishop had been
received by each of the five
Jurisdictions, but she was most con-
cerned with the Southeast, of which
Virginia is a part, and the Western
Jurisdiction, where she gained the
strongest and broadest support.

After her election, she was assigned
to serve as the bishop of the San
Francisco Area, which serves
Northern California and most of
Nevada. Immediately upon her arri-
val, she was visited by gay and lesbi-
an activists from the United
Methodist Church in San Francisco
who were concerned about her sup-

rt for eay and lesbian rights, and

YW StoTY

with an important background of
understanding.

struggle in civil rights provided her

had worked and served people with
AIDS on their own without knowl-
edge of other resources within the
church.

Also under her guidance and direc-
tion, the California-Nevada Annual
Conference became a reconciling
conference. The conference made a
public statement of free and open
acceptance of any and all gay and les-
bian persons within the churches of
that area. Although the United
Methodist Church does have a state-
ment in its social principles support-
ing the civil rights of gay and lesbian
persons, and acknowledges that
“homosexuals, no less than hetero-
sexuals, are persons of sacred worth,
who need the ministry and guidance
of the Church in their struggles for
human fulfillment, as well as recon-
ciling relationships with God, with
others, and with self....”, the United
Methodist Church stll refuses to
ordain a “self-avowed, practicing
homosexual.” By becoming a recon
ciling conference, California-Nevada
(along with four other annual confer-
ences) is taking a major step toward

ending such blatant discrimination.

Since her retirement in September
of 1988, Bishop Kelly has remained
very busy. She teaches at the Pacific
School of Religion in Berkeley, CA,
and is the director of the AIDS
Project for the National Council of
Churches. She continues to be known
for her stands on important justice
issues.

During her entire ministry, Bishop
Kelly has continued to develop apd
encourage the talents of young wom-
en throughout the country, acknowl-
edging their gifts and potential for
Christian ministry. In Virginia alone,
she has been a strong influence in the
lives of more than a dozen United
Methodist clergywomen. Her energy
and vitality, her deep faith and com-
mitment to the work of the church,
and her vision of the possibilities
therein continue to stimulate others in
ministry to stretch themselves.

While working for the General
Board of Discipleship, Rev. Kelly
was given two major awards, both in
1982. The Virginia Unit of the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference presented her with the
Grassroots Leadership Award. Later
that year, the National Conference of
Christians and Jews honored her with
their Brotherhood Award. She was
the Martin Luther King Speaker for
the City of Cincinnati, also in 1982.

Her ties to Virginia remain strong
and she returns frequently for teach-
ing and preaching engagements. This
June, she will be the preacher when
the Virginia Annual Conference
meets in the Norfolk Scope. Her
achievements have been a source of
great pride to many people and a
great challenge to others. Throughout
her life, she has offered people inside
and outside the church the invitation
to do the right thing in every <

and has done so by both her

ICUI-
stance,
words and her actions. She continues
to be an important name and person-
ality among women everywhere.
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TODAY, YOU CAN DO JUST ABOUT
ANYTHING OVER THEPHONE ...

except place a classified with us.

Please use our order form below, the result may suprise you.

CLASSIFIED AD

Please place the following ad in the Classified Section under: Employment,
Services, Personals/Men, Housing, Businesses, Personals/Women, For Sale,
Notices, Messages. Please type or print your ad below

Placed by:

Phone:

Address:

Your signature, area code & daytime phone number must be supplied (even
if they are not used in the ad). All ads must be accompanied by a check or
money order and mailed to: P. O. Box 14689, Richmond, Virginia 23221. No
phone orders. Deadline: 20th of each month.

Initial Charge:
$.25 for each additional word over 30 words:

(We regret that we can not offer box service at this time)

$5.00

Total:

Lo o e o o o — ——————————————— ———————— —————————————

CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT
VOLUNTEER & OTHERWISE

Advertising Director- compensation
offered, responsible for all aspects of
advertising department.

Subscription Manager- volunteer
position at present, responsible for all
aspects of subscription department.

Classified Ad Manager- volunteer
position at present, responsible for
development of classified section.

If you are interested in any of these
positions, please write care of this paper.
Be apart of a growing team that produces
Richmond's only Lesbian & Gay
Newspaper.

EMPLOYMENT

RETIRED NAVY WOMAN
would like to find a mature dependa-
ble military female to house- and
dog-sit. Must have own transporta-
tion. Call 458-2369. Fort Lee Area.

HOUSING

WANTED: GAY MALE, NON-
SMOKING. Share large house,
Chippenham/Forest Hill. Private
roomy/bath. Washer/Dryer. A/C.
$235.00 +1/4 utilities. Call Jon at
272-2760 after 11pm or leave
message.
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Mollenkott

continued from page 6

the mind of a man, Virginia” and
they would be complimenting me.
And I would say “Thank you,”
because my consciousness wasn’t
raised enough to see that that was a
poke in the eye of all my sisters, and
a very sexist statement. Some of my
early books have exclusive language
in them—referring to God as “He”
because I didn’t know any beiter,
that’s part of my history. And I don’t
let any of that get reprinted without
changing it. But as long as the date is
on it, that was part of my history.

So I understand that the Bible is
also going to reflect historical chang-
es and different understandings of
things. But to me, the point of
Scripture that makes Scripture valua-

ble, is not that there are those reflec-
tions of our history, but rather that the
push is toward a different way of
relating. You have Moses and Jesus
saying it and the Apostles repeating
it, “Love your neighbor as you love
yourself.” This is the normative. This
is the rod, as far as I’'m concemed,
that holds it all together. So as long as
we understand love as basically
doing justice, that’s the bottom line. I
don’t care whether you like me, just
do me justice and I can manage. And
1 would like you to stress my under-
standing that Jesus was leading a
Jewish reform movement, and lived
and died defining himself as a Jew,
because that emphasis helps people
understand that we’re not being anti-
Semitic, and that that’s the last thing
that any Christian ought to be,
because we're worshiping a Jew, and

Passages V

continued from page 1

» The location must be easily
accessible, Hine J.H.S. is at 7th St.
and Pennsylvania Ave. SE, across
from the Eastern Market Metro stop
(Orange/Blue lines) and, incidentally,
across from Lammas, the women’s
bookstore already well-known to
most lesbians.

+ The ongoing planning of the
conference must include lesbians of
diverse cultures and races. The
organizing committee, already
diverse, remains interested in expand-
ing participation of all lesbians in
planning workshop leadership and
other activities. Call the GLOW tape,
(301) 587-3966, for information
about scheduled meetings and other
ways to get involved.

« The programming for the day
must create in all its aspects an
atmosphere of cultural diversity.
Achieving this tone is currently the
most intensive part of the planning. It
reaches from securing workshop
leaders to getting the best keynote
speaker to considerations of
entertainment.

+Above all, the conference will
remain grounded in its commit-
ment to the basic issues of aging
and ageism. With the idea of pre-
serving this special identity the con-
ference will maintain its remarkable
mix of ages, ranging in the part from
18-82. Only in such age diversity, it
is thought, can the full implications
of age difference be apparent to each
woman and so provide its own chal-
lenge to her attitudes towards some-
one of another generation. At all
Passages conferences, for example,
every lesbian who attends is asked to
write her age on her name tag.

Conference registration on March

18 will be from 8-9 am. The confer-
ence will run from 9 am to 6:15 pm.
The dance will be from 9 pm to 1 am.
Pre-registration is $8 (with some
work-exchange available).
Registration at the door is $9. The
dance is a separate charge of $5.
Registration forms can be found at
Lambda Rising, both Lammas stores,
Baltimore’s 31st Street Bookstore,
GWA, Food For Thought, and other
places around town. Pre-registration
forms should be mailed to GLOW,
Dept. P, P.O. Box 75195,
Washington, DC 20013.

What is the
Lesbian Struggle

continued from page 2

for second place, they tend to be
men’s agents. Their lives basical
revolve around boys. Straight bo
are, of course, infuriated by their
bility to harness and control us (}
ticularly, but by no means solely
sexuality). That much is obvious
What many of my readers—lesbia
as well as gay men—would rather
acknowledge is that gay men, bei
men, have a hand in our oppressi
though less than straight men bec
they have no use for us as sexual
toys."

“And I don’t want to hear any
reactionary whining from certain
male malcontents about the oppr
sion they suffer from being gay.
You’ve still got wour male privil¢
sweetie, and under patriarchy tha
what counts. Several of my male
readers have been screaming ind
nantly that such ideas as these
“divide the movement,” so tell w
something, Grace: what moveme
Whose movement? As faras I ca
tell, the Gay Rights movement is
really about Gay Mens Rights, w
little good old American trickle-
down thrown in for the ladies on
sidelines. To be fair, the Women
Movement has also betrayed lesl
ans: lesbian leadership and lesbi:
energy have for the most part be:
rewarded with straight women’s
homophobia and a total emphasi
their agenda, to the exclusion of
bian issues."

“That my publicly championi
the lesbian separatist agenda is s
threatening to gay men, as revea
by the amount and fervor of hate
male—oops, hate mail, sorry—1"ve
received is testimony to its truth.
Once lesbians wake up to how li
they are getting for the energy th
have invested in the gay men’s
“movement’’ (particularly aroun
AIDS crisis), they may just defe
droves to projects of their own. "
must indeed be what the guys ar
afraid of; if not, why are they so
upset by what I have to say? Th
could ignore me, after all-as the
ignore all the other dykes who a
interested in furthering the boys
row agenda.”

Thompson

continued from page 1
mention her parents the entire week-
end. I don’t want anyone to interpret
anything I say as being negative or
say that [ was saying negative things
about her parents to Sharon.”
Kowalski was injured in an auto
accident in 1983. She was confined

we’re following what had its concep-
tion in a Jewish reform movement.
Jesus lived and died a Jew.

RP: There are a lot of people, espe-
cially people in the gay community,
who have found that they can’t
embrace Christianity as a result of the
oppression that’s gone on in the
name of Christianity for so long. So
for that reason have pursued other
routes of spirituality, such as a return
to women’s spirituality, the matriar-
chy, things like that. Do you feel that
those are just as valid ways to seek
the Kingdom of God within as is
orthodox Christianity.

Dr. M.: Yes, I do. I think it’s a matter
of what the Spirit is guiding you to.

And if something is killing your spir-
it, that’s the one blasphemy. You can

to a nursing home until January
this year when she was moved 1
Miller-Dwan Medical Center in
Duluth, Minn. to receive rehabi
tive therapy.

Sharon will be re-evaluated i
days to determine if she is able
decide for herself where she wil
and who can visit her.

not permit that, you can not per
your spirit to be destroyed. The
thing I hate is that so many gay
ple have allowed themselves to
robbed of their spirituality beca
all the judgmentalism. Far bette
that they should move into a fer
spirituality, some alternative thi
just so they don’t lose contact w
the God within them. You’ve rt

* been robbed of something if yo

don’t realize that connection to
versal power and joy. Some wo
say “I’m hanging in there, 'm
ing in there with my fingernails
I’ve said to them, “maybe you
shouldn’t hang in. Maybe it’s jt
right, maybe you just need to le
and go into something else that
your spirit.”

see Mollenkott on page 11



100sing A Partner

nnie G. Conner, Ed.D.

100sing a partner is both a desir-
ind difficult task of adulthood.

» this process is complex for
zay and non-gay pe

o
101

_________

taking for lesbian and gay peo-
1 addition, the methods that
of us are taught to aid in this

h are unsound. For example,

' people who are seeking a part-
»t primarily on the basis of phys-
traction. While there is

nly nothing wrong with liking a
n’s looks, physical attraction is
one aspect of successful

ling. Closely related is the ten-

y of people who use sexual

‘tion as the sole criterion for

e, to “lock in” to a “type”. The
is that the real objective of find-
compatible partner gets lost in
laying out of fantasy. Two addi-
1 unreliable paths commonly

| in partner searching are the
ipletion method” and the “take
of someone syndrome”. In the
nstance, a partner is selected to
ly what the selector feels is lack-
1 her/himself-good looks, social
s, sociability, etc. The danger

is that we are expecting the
issible—that someone else do our
k’’ around improving self-

m, therefore, the arrangement
mes a set-up for failure.

 the second instance, there are
le who feel most comfortable

1 taking care of someone else.

to identify specific criteria which
facilitate success in this process. Dr.
Betty Berzon, a lesbian psychothera-
pist who specializes in working with
es, in her recently
rmanent P
nt job of st AT
izing selection guidelines. Below are
listed questions which Dr. Berzon
considers most important in evaluat-
ing someone as a potential partner:
l..l."'........'..................

Is this person someone who:
1. Is committed to his/her own
personal growth and not overly
dependent on others?
2. Is able to identify and
express feelings?
3. Is capable of facing conflict
and is willing to “work
through” relationship issues?
4. Is willing to listen and try to
understand?
5. Is comfortable both giving
and receiving?
6. Is capable of functioning on
an intellectual level close to my
own?
7. Is able to understand and
respect my personal values?
8. Is interested in activities that
we can mutually enjoy?
9. Is comfortable with his/her
sexuality?

soevesesecesesnssstsennsedorososnae

Clearly, the discovery of whether
these criteria can be met by a couple
requires time and experience togeth-
er. Betty Berzon suggests that court-
ship should be pleasurable, allowing
both partners the freedom to recon-
sider and extricate one’s self from the

ATTIE CAY
SAITIC SCA CL

sh

1 DOO

e persons usually have little dif-  process. Therefore, courtship is not

ty in attracting “needy” others just a romantic escapade, but instead
readily attach themselves to the  a true period of assessment. Dr.

aker. The problem here is that Berzon recommends at least a six
 the start the relationship isout ~ month courtship before considering a
llance, which leads eventually to  commitment to permanency.
ypointment and resentment. [Donnie Connor is a licensed pro-
espite the difficulty and com- fessional counselor in private prac-
ity of selecting a partner, mental  tice at Commonwealth Professional
h professionals have been able ~ Services.]

sIilenkott Dr. M: It’s a very sad thing. Love and
_ be patient, I guess. Revolutionary
nued from page 10 patience is what I've done. I've wait-
| tell you something about ed my mother out and I’'ve waited my
elf. I was getting ill from being in family out. Deborah and I have been
nasses in the Episcopal Church  so loving-my mother is very old

re they were using all-male God ~ now-we have been so loving to her

uage. I had just come from an
copal week where I was the lec-
-. This chaplain didn’t like the
inist stuff I was saying so he
ed up the male language. And I
e back and I was sick and I said
right, body, what are you telling
” This little “voice” from inside
“You know better than to engage
lolatry, Virginia. Why don’t you
it? You’re going to be sick. You
not worship that male idol any
e.” So I wrote to the vestry of my
1 church and I said T will be
& when you have inclusive lan-
ze Eucharists. I can not do it any-
e and I will not do it anymore.”
1, it was a couple of years before
r finally put it in, during which I
would have house communion
1 women. Now we have a
sday night service, and occasion-
a Sunday or an Ash Wednesday,
it’s entirely inclusive language.
| that’s when I go.

What advice would you give a
ian who’s been rejected by her
ants because they are fundamen-
st Christians and can’t accept her

1g gay?

that she doesn’t want to hear any
names about it. She knows I love her
and she knows I've been supportive
of her and it’s very hard to reject that.
I mean, in other words, if the family
is rejecting of you it’ll take some suf-
fering on their part to become
humanized, that’s all. Don’t you
cause it. Life will cause it. Sooner or
later they’ll get old enough or tired
enough or sick enough or something—
they’re going to need you—and you're
going to be there for them. And after
a while that wears people down.
Ultimately it’s more important to be
able to love. Fortunately, we gay peo-
ple can make our own families for
each other, and support each other
through while our families of birth
are not too supportive of us. We're
good at this! And then when the fam-
ily of birth is in need and you're there
for them, then they will discover that
gayness is not such a big issue after
all. So I just think you have to wait it
out.

See next month's issue
for the continuation
of Dr. Mollenkott's

interview. o sno ol ¢ tedr 20 (b

American Bar Association

Re p 0 rt by Beverly Rainey

BE IT RESOLVED, that the
American Bar Association urges the
Federal government, the states and
local governments to enact legisla-
fion, subject to such exceptions as
may be appropriate, prohidii
crirmination on the basis of sexual
orientation in employment, housing
and public accommodations. “Sexual
orientation” means heterosexuality,
bisexuality and homosexuality.

In a report sent to the
Massachusetts Bar Association,
Wisconsin State Bar, Los Angeles
County Bar, and New York City Bar,
the ABA observed the following in
regard to the above stated resolution:

There is only one significant group
that continues to be the victim of dis-
crimination in our society as to which
the ABA has no basic anti-
discrimination policy: homosexual
men and women. It is time for the
nation’s lawyers to speak out for laws
to prohibit discrimination against
homosexuals in employment, hous-
ing and public accommodations. By
doing so it would not be commenting
upon or condoning a lifestyle or
approving any particular type of sex-
ual activity. It would be stating only
that the nation’s attorneys abhor prej-
udice on the basis of one’s natural
status.

The case is compelling for extend-
ing the same basic civil rights protec-
tion to homosexual citizens that
society, through government, accords
to other oppressed minorities. There
can be no reasonable question that
homosexuals are victims of discrimi-
nation, “particularly powerless to

pursue their rights openly in the polit-
ical arena. moreover homosexuals
have historically been the object of
pernicious and sustained hostility,
and it is fair to say that discrimination
against homosexuals is ‘li
reflect deep-seated prejudice rather
than...rationality.”” Moreover, like
-ace, gender or alienage, homosexu-
ality is a natural status that is only
rarely-if ever—the subject of adult
choice. It is a normal variation which
occurs in a significant minority of the
human population. Finally, since
adults do not choose their sexual
orientation, there is no evidence that
anti-discrimination legislation fosters
or promotes homosexuality. What
such legislation fosters and promotes
is fundamental fairness.

CONCLUSION

It is time for the ABA to speak
forcefully in favor of legislation to
prohibit discrimination against homo-
sexual men and women, a persecuted
minority which needs legal protec-
tion to guarantee a “level playing
field” in employment, housing and
public accommodations. We have an
obligation to do so. As former Chief
Justice Burger observed, “Every
important improvement of justice in
the past half-century has had the
sponsorship or major support from
the organized bar.” The promise of
America-the promise of equal oppor-
tunity without regard to natural stat-
us—will remain unmet until
homosexual men and women are pro-
tected from invidious discrimination
against them merely because of their
sexual orientation.

Lights, Camera,
(Political) Action

by Julie Lapham

The real battle for AIDS legisla-
tion (HB 1974) was fought during the
last 48 hours of the budget process
and the last 48 hours of the session.
Deadlines for the budget process and
the session were midnight, February
22 and 25 respectively.

HB 1974 contained the recommen-
dations of the Joint Sub-Committee
Studying AIDS chaired by Delegate
Sam Glasscock that had been meet-
ing and holding hearings during
1988. Two components of this meas-
ure had to be approved by the
General Assembly; the bill itself,
which contained a description of the
programs to be enacted and, the
appropriation of $3.8 million to
implement those programs.

With 48 hours left in the budget
process the House had recommended
$2.2 million and the Senate $1.0 mil-
lion. Inside information suggested
that the Conference Committee
charged with resolving the budget
inequities was leaning towards the
recommendations of the Senate.
Phone calls were made. An early
moming meeting was arranged.
Lobbying efforts occurred. And, with
a few hours left in the budget process
the Senate agreed to increase their
appropriation to $2.2 million.

Meanwhile, the bill, which had
been moving smoothly through com-
mittee hearings and the House floor
readings was running into some trou-
ble. The Senate attached some
amendments addressing notification.
Bagk 10 the House came fhe hill for

approval of the Senate amendments.

Supporters of the original bill did not
want to set precedent with approval
of the notification amendments, but,
if the bill “died” so would the pro-
grams. The trade off was made and
the bill passed with the Senate
amendments making mandatory the
notification of the parents of a minor,
and the spouse of a person diagnosed
%th HIV infection. The vote was 61-

The testing question (HB 1973)
was essentially defeated on the
House floor also during the waning
moments of the session. The issue of
whether or not to test prostitutes con-
tinued for about 45 minutes. The
tion testing prostitutes had to receive
51 votes from the House for passage.
The House vote of 48-46 was insuffi-
cient and the bill went to Conference
Committee the day before the session
was due to conclude. The Conference
Committee never did meet and con-
sequently the bill died. However, the
closeness of the vote would indicate
that testing of prostitutes may
become a reality in the future.

The Joint Sub-Committee Studying
AIDS will continue and meetings
will be scheduled throughout 1989. If
you wish to be kept informed of these
meetings call Legislative Services at
(804) 786-3591 and ask to be added
to the mailing list.

Julie Lapham Co Chair, United Way
Services AIDS Task Force
314-1/2 N. 29th Street

-uRichmond, VA 23223

(804) 644-7788
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Dignity/Integrity
Chapter News

by Carl Archacki- President

The Richmond Chapter of
Dignity/Integrity celebrated our 13th
Anniversary banquet on Saturday
evening, February 11 at the
Richmond Centre. What a proud
moment for nearly 350 members,
associates and friends of D/I who
gathered together this year for a dual
purpose: to share our history and to
give proceeds of the banquet to
Richmond AIDS Ministry.

Special thanks and blessings to
our speaker, Dr. Virginia Ramey
Mollenkott, who energized us to
speak out and fight for our God-
given right to affirm ourselves as gay
men and lesbians, singled and cou-
pled. As our most successful banquet
ever, a heartfelt thanks to all banquet
workers, the lesbian and gay commu-
nity, and the greater community-at-
large for all of your generosity, love,
and determination.

The weekend of the banquet was
all inclusive with a special Festival
Liturgy on Friday night and the annu-
al banquet brunch on Sunday after-
noon. The total dollar commitment
donated to RAM will be announced
March 15.

Program highlights in February
included a spirited conscious-raising
discussion between the gay men’s
and lesbian’s communities, D/I can-
didate presentations and elections,
and a video tape of Barbara Harris
discussing the role of women priests.

Dignity/Integrity Richmond is
proud to announce the following offi-

cers serving a full year term:

Carl Archacki-President
John Harmon-Vice-President
Steve Hennessee-Secretary
Sarah Miller-Treasurer

Fan Free Clinic's
Wellness Program

“Living Well”, a four week wellness
program sponsored by the Fan Free
Clinic, will overview the immune
system, nutritional information, stress
reduction, and the correlations
between attitudes and wellness. The
program begins March 7 at Hanover
Avenue Christian Church, 1723
Hanover Avenue. Registration is
free, and you may enter the course at
any session. Call 358-6343 for more
- information.

Oppression under Target! An Out!

Richmond Report

by Shirley Lesser
WHO WE ARE:

A lesbian and gay direct action
organization working for human free-
dom of all people. Our primary pur-
pose is to organize, execute and
participate in a variety of direct
actions, including demonstrations,
educational forums, picket lines, boy-
cotts, and civil disobedience. Direct
action is a necessary tool in our strug-
gle for freedom. Through agitation
we force politicians and the public to
confront our oppression and our
humanity, while illustrating the
strength and solidarity to our commu-
nity. Equally important, direct action
is a means of self empowerment as
we comprehend more fully our abili-
ty to organize, act, and bring about
change.

WHAT WE’VE DONE:

Through several months of semi-
formed ideas, OUT! Richmond took
on a concrete shape in early
September 1988. By October 11,
1988, we had organized well enough
to assist our parent organization,
OUT! DC, in successfully executing
the civil disobedience at the Food and
Drug Administration. Coming off
that successful event, OUT!

Richmond supplied greeters for the
Richmond Lesbian and Gay Pride
Coalition at the Lesbian and Gay
Pride Festival as well as creating and
staffing a spectacular booth that gen-
erated much mainstream media

attention.
WHAT WE PLAN TO DO:

1989 is going to be an exciting
year for OUT! Richmond. Currently,
we are planning to demonstrate,
through informational distribution, at
the Richmond debate of the candi-
dates for governor. Additionally, we
are planning to host a joint event with
RVGLA, the Second Annual Lesbian
and Gay Veterans Memorial Service.
This service is to take place on May
29, 1989 and planning work will
begin at the next OUT! Richmond
meeting. To finish out the year,
OUT! Richmond has not forgotten
the various festivals soon to arrive.
We are planning to march as a group
in the DC Pride March. We also plan
to have a booth again at the
Richmond Pride Festival and to assist
RLGPC in any way we can.
Additionally, we are also planning a
political rally on, or around, Gay
Pride Day celebrations here in
Richmond.

Richmond AIDS Ministry seeks Volunteers

e Please call 804/359-46 16 m——

The Richmond AIDS Ministry is
seeking volunteers who can give 2-3
hours a week to serve on Practical
Support Teams for persons with
AIDS. Duties may include compan-
ionship, meal preparation, transporta-
tion, household maintenance,
errands, child care, recreation, per-
sonal care and grooming to bedrid-

den individuals in their home.
Volunteers choose the tasks they feel
they can best offer.

The next Volunteer Training is
scheduled for April with start-up date
in early May. If you think that you
may be interested, please call Steve
or Betsy at 804/359-4616 for more
information.

Central Virginia Affirmation Update

Michael Holland, chairman of the
board of Virginians for Justice, spoke
to Central Virginia Affirmation at
Pace Memorial United Methodist
Church February 27, 1989.

Affirmation is the United
Methodist Church outreach to the
gay and Lesbian community and
meets the second and fourth
Mondays of each month for worship
and topical programs.

BESSIDA CAUTHORNE WHITE

Attorney-at-Law

7 E. Franklin Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219

m804/788-1956m 1|

“Virginians for Justice is well on
the way as a force to be reckoned
with in Virginia politics.”Holland
said. “The board is well established
and a mailing list of over 500 strong
supporters is continuing to pick up
momentum.”

Michael Holland fielded questions
from those in attendance during the
social following his presentation.

‘ ADULT &

| ADOLESCENT
PSYCHIATRY

Adult, Adolescent,
Individual & Couples
Chemical Dependency

Therapy
Hours by Appointment

10107 Krause Rd. - Suite 102
Chesterfield, VA. 796-3686
Across from Chesterfiled
Courthouse

849 South Sycamore St.
Petersburg, VA 733-4447

If no answer call: 733-6874

WILLIAM A.YETTER THE WORLD TQ

Toastmasters &
RAM to offer trainin
session

The West End Toastmasters Clu
in co-sponsorship with Richmond
AIDS Ministry, will conduct an eig
(8) week training session on how tc
give public presentations on AIDS
religious congregations and commt
nity groups.

Sessions will begin on Tuesday,
March 14 from 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. ar
continue at the same time each wee
until May 2. The class is limited to
ten (10) people.

Richmond AIDS Ministry volun
teer Frank E. Wood, who is himseli
an active Toastmaster, will coordi-
nate the training. Registration is $1.
with scholarship assistance availabl

Participants will learn the princi-
ples of good public speaking releva
to all topics but with special focus ¢
AIDS education presentations. The
use of audiovisual techniques, deba
and chairing a meeting are also cov
ered in the curriculum.

Registrations can be made by co
tacting the Richmond AIDS Minist
office at 359-4616.

Methodist Lesbians
& Gays have formec
support group

Central Virginia Affirmation, a
support group for Lesbian and Gay
concemns within the United Methoc
Church, has recently organized anc
meeting in Richmond. This is a loc
group of Affirmation, a national
group of gay, lesbian, bisexual, anc
heterosexual persons seeking suppx
within the context of the Christian
faith. The group meets on the seco
Monday evening of each month fo:
worship and spiritual growth, and ¢
the fourth Monday evening for out
reach and support. A time of sharir
is observed at each meeting.
Meetings are held at Pace Memori:
United Methodist Church at 7:30 p
Those interested may call 746-727'
or 746-1204 for more information.

RAIN to offer
Advocacy training

Anyone interested in becoming an
advocate to a person with AIDS an
who has completed level one of the
basic training, call Carol Wise at 3!
6343. Training begins in March.

FURNITURE

FROM AROUND
YOUR WORLD

Scandinavian
Interiors

3117 West Cary Street
Richmond, Virginia 23221
(804) 355-1334
Mon.-Fri. 10-6
Sat. 10-5, ,
Snn. 1-5




SOMMUNIT YOrganizations

PUBLIC AWARENESS

SELF-HELP
SOCIAL

COHOLICS ANONYM
MEETINGS
Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. -
St. James Church
1205 W. Franklin Street
(Closed, discussion)
Saturdays, 8:30 p.m. -
St. James Church
1205 W. Franklin Street
(Closed, discussion/speaker)
Sundays, 4:30 p.m. -
St. Mark's Church
520 N. Boulevard
(Closed, discussion, Men only)

10-11 ASSOCIATION

icial & support group for lesbian, gay,
or bisexual medical professionals,
udents, & their friends in the MCV
imunity. Confidentiality maintained.
thly meetings. Write MCV Station -
»x 107, Richmond, Va. 23298-0107

HARMONY
P. 0. Box L-214
Harrisonburg, Va. 22807
703-289-9025

\TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
JCIAL WORKERS LESBIAN
& GAY TASK FORCE

statewide chartered committee whose
urpose is to combat discrimination,
mote humane & unimpeded access to
rices; & improve social work practice
ough continuing education programs.
Includes a speakers bureau.
1500 Forest Ave., #224
Richmond, Va.

IICHMOND LESBIAN/GAY
PRIDE COALITION

P. O. Box 14747
Stewart Station
Richmond, Va. 23221
353-4133

‘EX ADDICT ANONYMOUS

:llowship of women & men who share
eir experience, strength & hope with
:ach other that they may solve their
;ommon problems & help others to
ecover from their sexual addictions.

A is not sex therapy. SAA is based on

twelve step program.
ontact: David 740-6857, Stuart 737-
4084, Ed 796-1550

VCU GAY /LESBIAN
STUDENT ALLIANCE

A support group for lesbian & gay
lents. An educational resource for the
university community.
University Student Commons
907 Floyd Ave., Box 75
Richmond, Va. 23284
367-6509

HEALTH

FAN FREE CLINIC, INC.

1721 Hanover Ave.
P. 0. Box 5669
Richmond, Va. 23220

RICHMOND AIDS
INFORMATION NETWORK
Support and services for people with
AIDS, their carepartners and families.
"Buddy Program" for people living with
AIDS. Support groups for the PWA,
persons who are anti-body positive, and
significant others. Speakers bureau and
trainers for businesses, organizations,
churches, and schools.
Hotline: 358-AIDS
Services: 358-6343

ICA
Health care in a confidential, non-
judgemental setting. All services on a
donauOn basis. General medicine,
women's health, nutrition counseling and
treatment of sexually transmitted infec-
tions. RICHMOND HELP, a support
group for people coping with herpes.
Clinic Hours: 6-10 pm
Tues., Wed., & Thurs.
Phone: 358-8538
3-10 pm Mon.-Thurs.

POLITICAL

QUT! RICHMOND

Newly formed Richmond chapter of the
direct action group.
P. O. Box 13587
Richmond, Va. 23225
282-9219

acivonn viaeacsy RCENE |

LESBIAN ALLIANCE

Meeting 3rd Mondays, 7:30 p.m.,
P. O. Box 164, Capitol Station
Richmond, Va. 23219

VIRGINIA LESBIAN/GAY
DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS

A Caucus sponsored by the
Democratic Party.
P. O. Box 14644
Richmond, Va. 23221

RELIGIOUS

DIGNITY/INTEGRITY/
RICHMOND

A support organization for lesbians &

gays, their families & friends, affiliated
with the Catholic & Episcopal Churches.

Meetings: Sundays, 6:30 p.m.,

St. Paul's Episcopal Church

P. O. Box 5207
Richmond, Va. 23220
359-9372

FRIENDS FOR LESBIAN AND
GAY CONCERNS

A support group sponsored by the
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers).
4500 Kensington Ave.
Richmond, Va. 23221
355-3996

LUTHERNS CONCERNED-
RICHMOND

P. O. Box 14708
Richmond, Va. 23221-0057
788-0057

AVE THE CONVENIENCE OF HOME DELIVERY

SUBSCRIBE

THE RICHMOND

C-1  ouic

TWELVE JSSUES FOR ONLY SIS DOLLARS: § | L —————m-ge R 0% m- i

METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH

An ecumenical Christian Church for all
people with a special ministry to the
lesbian & gay community.
Meetings: Sundays, 6:30 p.m.

Nightclubs & Restaurants

4500 Kensington Ave. :
Richmond, Va. 23221 Babe's
CENTRAL VIRGINIA
AFFIRMATION Broadway Cafe
A support group for lesbian and gay 1624 Broad Street
concerns within the United Methodist
Church. y ;
Meetings: 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:30 p.m. Christopher's

Pace Memorial United Methodist Church
700 W. Franklin St.
Richmond, Va. 23220
746-1204

2811 West Cary Street

Fielden's (private club)

RICHMOND AIDS MINISTRY W. Broad Street

RAM coordinates the efforts and
resources of churches and synagogues in
the Richmond area as they develop
ministries for persons with AIDS, persons
who test HIV positive, and their families.
P. O. Box 4702
2403 West Main Street
Richmond, Va. 23220
359-4616

Upstairs Lounge
3129 W. Cary Street

Scandals
2001 E. Franklin Street

'SUPPORT

Your- ommumty

RICHMOND LESBIAN
FEMINISTS

A social & political organization open to
all women. A monthly newsletter is
available.

P. O. Box 7216
Richmond, Va. 23221
355-3996

RICHMOND WOMENSBOOK:

A co-op bookstore offering books
for, about, & by women.
2132 W. Main St.
Richmond, Va. 23220
(Inside Fare Share Grocery)
788-1607

RICHMOND NATIONAL
ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN

Aimed at working on lesbian & gay
rights in Va.
P. O. Box 25831
Richmond, Va. 23260
phone: 780-9092

NEWSPAPERS '
THE RICHMOND PRIDE

Monthly publication serving the lesbian
and gay community of Richmond
P. O. Box 14689
Richmond, Va. 23221

OUR OWN COMMUNITY
PRESS

Satewide monthly publication serving the
gay community.
739 Yarmouth St.
Norfolk, Va. 23510
625-0700

Commumty
Wil
SUPPORT

| Guy Kinman at 804/262-2080
Mjke L1p1ec at 804}359 93’?2

DON'T MISS AN ISSUE
If you would like to receive The Richmond Pride at home, a year's |

I
| subscription is $6 (12 issues). It will be mailed first class postage in a l
E plain, sealed envelope. }
: Name :
I |
[ Address |
= : |
| City State Zip ‘
' Mail to: || The Richmond Pride, |
{ P.O. Box 14689 }
______ p
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Thursday, March 9
7:30p Richmond NOW Meeting-
Friends Meeting House, 45

Kensington Ave.

10pm VCU/GLSA Meeting- Students
Common, VCU.

Saturday, March 11

9:15a sponsored by
R-LF. Friends Meeting House. Call
355-3996 for info.

6:30 Lesbian-Feminist Potluck- Same
place as usual. Call 226-0015 for
more information.

Sunday, March 12

5:00p MCC Spirits of Joy rehearse-Friends
Meeting House'

5:30 Dignity/Integrity Prayer Service-St
Paul’s Chapel

6:30 Dignity/Integrity-Program on Women
in Religious Life in the Catholic
Church- Sister Jean Ackerman,
Campus Ministry Staff of VCU and
Val McAvoy of Marriage Tribunal of
Catholic Diocese.
MCC Worship Service-Friends
Meeting House

Monday, March 13

7:30p Central Virginia Affirmation-
Worship service, reception to follow-
Pace Memorial United Methodist
Church,
Joint OUT! Richmond/RVGLA
Meeting- Public Library to discuss
Memorial service in May.

Wednesday, March 15

10:30a Press Conference & Susan B.
Anthony Birthday Party, State
Capitol, House Room 2,

11:15am-12:15pm
VA ERA Ratification Council’s
gilenl ERA Vigil, Ninth & Capitol

s.

7:15p RLGPC Panel Discussion, Richmond
Public Library auditorium, Franklin
St. Theme: “Diversity in the Lesbian
and Gay Community.” Sponsored by
the Richmond Lesbian and Gay Pride
Coalition.

Thursday, March 16
10pm ECUQUQLSA- Student Commons,
V

Saturday, March 18

24p Womensbooks Planning Meeting-
Roundhouse in Byrd Park.

9-6p Passages V- Washington, DC. Call
301/587-3966 for info.

10-5p Every Woman's Festival- Webb
Center, ODU, Norfolk. In Celebration
of Women'’s History Month. For
more info. call 804/683-4109._

Sunday, March 19

5:00p MCC Spirits of Joy rehearse-Friends
Meeting House

5:30 Dignity/Integrity Prayer Service-St.
Paul’s Chapel

6:30 Digni ity - Lenore Gay,
“Children of Alcoholics and Other
Victims of Abuse.”
MCC Worship Service-Friends
Meeting House

Monday, March 20
7:30p RLF Meeting- 1708 Oakdale Rd.
Call 355-3996 for info.

Tuesday, March 21

8pm A Show Of Good Will- Benefit for
TACT- The Wells Theatre in
Norfolk. Call 423-5859 or 877-1300
for info.

Wednesday, March 22

7:30p RLF Women's Festival Meeting-
6708 Wessex Ln. Call 288-0658 or
262-7040 for info.

8:30p MCC- Country Western Dancing at
Babe’s. Call 353-9477 for info.

Thursday, March 23
10pm XCUUQ&}QA- Student Commons,
Vi

Friday, March 24

12n  Walk of the Way of the Cross-
Church Hill. Sponsored by D/I

7:30p MCC- Good Friday Service, Friends
Meeting House.

Saturday, March 25
6am MCC- Sunrise Service at Byrd Park

Sunday, March 26
Ipm D/ Chapter Service- call 226-8140

for info.

5:00p M irits of Joy rehearse-Friends
Meeting House

5:30 Dignity/Integrity Prayer Service-StL
Paul’s Chapel

6:30 Dignity/Integrity Program Meeting-

Betsy Brinson of RAM- Richmond
AIDS Ministry- Where its been,
Where It Is, Where its going and how
D/I can continue to involved.

Monday, March 27

7:30p Affirmation- “Special needs within
the Gay Community.” A program
concerning deafness. Pace Memorial
Church.

Thursday, March 30
10pm %m- Student Commons,
V

Sunday, April 2
6:30p MCC- Elaine German, Deacon, will
be guest speaker.

Sunday, April 9
March for Women's Equality/
Women'’s Lives- Washington, DC.
Contact Richmond NOW for info.

Monday, April 10

7:30p Affirmation- Worship service, recep-
tion to follow. Pace Memorial
Church.

"We are all One in the Spirit"

Every Sunday | For more information,
Evening at 6:30 pm | write P. O. Box 5207
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Richmond, Virginia 23220 or
Ninth & Grace Streets call Carl Archacki at 359-9372

RICHMOND
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Death reveals Jazzman Tipton
was really a woman

reprinted with permission from The Baltimore Alternative

A jazz performer whose high
notes entertained nightclub-goers in
Western states for decades was a
woman, but her fans and adopted
sons never knew until her recent
death, a funeral director said January
31.

Donald Ball, director of Ball &
Dodd funeral establishment, con-
firmed that Billy Tipton, who lived as
a man before dying at age 74, was a
woman.

Mr. Ball said he privately infor-
medJon Clark, one of Tipton’s three
adopted sons, that his “father” was
really female, so Mr. Clark would not
have to learn it from the death
certificate.

“I was just trying to break it to
him gently,” Mr. Ball said. “T just
didn’t want him to find out in a pub-
lic office. It’s been a very difficult
thing to handle.”

“I’m just lost,” Mr. Clark told a
local newspaper. He said he learned
the truth Jan. 25, four days after
Tipton died of a bleeding ulcer.

“He’ll always be Dad,” Mr. Clark
said. “But I think that he should have
left something behind for us, some-
thing that would have explained the
truth.”

According to information given
funeral directors by Kitty Oakes, the
woman Tipton identified as his wife,
Tipton was born Dec. 29, 1914, in
Oklahoma City and raised in Kansas
City, Mo.

Tipton apparently decided to
transform his sexual identity in order
to have a career as a musician during
an era when performing in a swing

.. Band was strictly for men, the

Spokane Spokesman-Review
re !
“No one knew,” Ms. Oakes, wi
separated from Tipton 10 years ag
told the newspaper. She refused to
talk about her life with Tipton, say
he died with the secret and that
should be respected.

“The real story about Billy Tipt
doesn’t have anything to do with §
der. He was a fantastic, almost ma
velous, and generous person,” she
said.

Tipton, a saxophone and piano
player, performed with the Jack
Teagarden, Russ Carlyl and Scott
Cameron bands, then formed the
Billy Tipton Trio in the 1950's anc
played nightclubs throughout the
West.

Dick O’Neil, who played drumr
with the trio for 10 years after Tip
hired him in 1951, recalled that in
trio’s early days, some listeners
cracks about Tipton’s baby face a
high singing voice.

“But I would almost fight any-
body who said that,” Mr. O"Neil «
“I never suspected a thing.”

Mr. Clark and Scott Miller, 27
Tipton’s oldest adopted son, said
had a normal father-son relations!
with Tipton, who Mr. Miller said
died broke and tired.

“Now I know why I couldn’t ¢
him to a doctor,” Mr. Miller said.
“He had so much to protect, and ]
think he was just tired. . .of keepi
the secret.”

“You can image the pressure
lived with,” Mr. Clark said. “Wh
knows? Maybe that’s what gave |
the ulcer that ended up killing hin




'WA'S

lisabled?

ie Department for Rights of the
sled has received numerous calls -
past few months regarding per-
with AIDS and whether or not
wre afforded legal protection
st discrimination as persons
lisabilities. The Virginians with
ilities Act and the Federal
bilitation Act of 1973 both basi-
describe a person with a disabil-
someone who has a physical or
1l impairment which substantial-
lits one or more major life activ-
r has a record of such an
rment. Persons who are regard-
others as having an impairment
so covered by the federal act.
iginally, only persons with
» who were exhibiting symp-
of one of the related infections
afforded legal protection from
mination. However, the federal
't for Disease Control has
tly revised its criteria for diag-
to include persons with AIDS
ed Complex (ARC), those who
a positive blood test, but have
+exhibit symptoms. These indi-
Is who were previously afford-
otection only under federal law
they were regarded as being
led, are now also afforded pro-
n under state law because they
arecord of a disability.
ierefore, Chapter 9 of the
nians with Disabilities Act and
ans 501, 503 and 504 of the
-l Rehabilitation Act do offer
ction to persons with AIDS or

and we're here to stay.

When your hair looks great-- so do we.

one-night st

We've created a name for ourselves

AIDS Related Complex who feel that
they have received discriminatory
treatment because of their disability
in their quest to live and work inde-
pendently and in a least restrictive
environment.

The Department for Rights of the
Disabled does provide dispute resolu-
tion services and representation to
persons with AIDS or ARC who
believe that they have received dis-
criminatory treatment based upon
their disability. DRD and the
Virginians with Disabilities Act does
not address discrimination alleged to
be based upon gender, race, age or
high risk life styles. Another source
of legal protection afforded to per-
sons with AIDS is the Hill-Burton
Community Service Obligation
which covers nursing homes and
medical facilities assisted under Title
XVI of the Public Health Service
Act. And, Section 9121 of the
Consolidated Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1985
(COBRA), P.L. 99-272, requires hos-
pitals participating in the Medicare
program to provide certain minimum
services to anyone presenting with an
emergency.

For further information on these
statutes and where to file complaints
for alleged violations, contact the
Department for Rights of the
Disabled, (804) 225-2042.

[Reprinted from the newsletter of
the Virginia Department for Rights of
the Disabled.]

bloomingpails

3135 W. Cary Street 355-52

A Salon

Rock Hudson's
lover WINS lawsuit

Marc Christian, Rock Hudson’s
lover, has won a major lawsuit
against Hudson’s estate. On February
15, 1989, Christian was awarded
$21.75 million dollars in compensa-
tory and punitive damages by a Los
Angeles jury.

The jury ruled that Hudson was
guilty of “outrageous conduct” in
failing to tell Christian that he
(Hudson) had AIDS. They also ruled
that Hudson and his secretary con-
spired to keep Christian from learn-
ing about Hudson's illness. The jury
went on to rule that Christian had suf-
fered emotional distress because he
wasn’t told.

Hudson died in 1985; Christian
remains antibody negative.

According to a USA TODAY arti-
cle, this ruling has gay rights advo-
cates worried. Their concern: fear of
being sued could discourage gay men
from being tested for the AIDS virus.

Benjamin Schatz of National Gay
Rights Advocates in San Francisco,
who was interviewed by USA
TODAY, is worried about the charges
that Hudson’s secretary, Mark Miller,
should have told Christian about
Hudson’s condition.

“If secretaries or friends or even
doctors are now made to feel that
they should rat on people who have
AIDS, then confidentiality goes out
the window,” said Schatz.

Still others are worried that this
verdict tells the world it’s all right to
blame someone else for results of
high-risk sex.

“People still don’t get the idea of
responsibility,” says Larry Kessler of
the AIDS Action Committee of
Massachusetts. “It takes two to
tango.”

Kessler told USA TODAY he fears
the case could create a new form of
litigation that would only compound
the woes of AIDS victims.

“We get 6,000 calls a month on
our hotlines and at least 5,000 of
them suffer mental anguish,” says
Kessler. “Will jilted lovers or wives
or husbands sue for mental anguish?
It opens a Pandora’s box.”

Mid-Atiantic
Telecom Changes
Policy to protect
Gays and People
with AIDS after
HRCF's Urging

Mid Atlantic Telecom Company,

the largest privately held telecommu-
nications provider in the mid-Atlantic

region, has agreed to change its hir-
ing and employment practices to ban
discrimination against gays, lesbians
and people with AIDS. The changes
came at the urging of the Human
Rights Campaign Fund (HRCF) as a
requirement for doing business with
the gay and lesbian PAC. HRCF
signed a service contract with Mid
Atlantic after the changes were
incorporated.

3129 W. Cary Street
(804) 359-5104

The
Upstairs
Lounge
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WHERE TO FIND

THE RICHMOND
) L)
i

B e 50 5
ALEXANDER'S UPSTAIRS

CHRISTOPHER'S

@

.‘“’f _ FIELDEN'S
SCANDALS

AQUARIAN BOOKSTORE
BIFF'S BOOKSTORE
RICHMOND WOMENSBOOKS
THE LOTUS CENTER
FAN FREE CLINIC/R.A.LN.

COMMONWEALTH
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

f\%ﬁo QUT OF TOWN
Y

SILVER FOX - C'VILLE
CHARADES - VA. BEACH
JULIUS - VA. BEACH
BOILER ROOM - NORFOLK
COLLEGE CUE - NORFOLK
HERSHEE'S - NORFOLK
NEW LIFE MCC - NORFOLK
STELLA STREET - NORFOLK

LAST STRAW - ROANOKE

BACKSTREET CAFE -ROANOKE

THE PARK - ROANOKE
THE EAGLE - DC
B&D -DC
LOST & FOUND - DC
TRACKS - DC
HUNG JURY - DC

PHASE ONE - DC

LAMBDA RISING - DC & MD

LAMMAS - DC

GRAND
OPENING

old

UNLIMITED

Italian 14kt Gold & Sterling Silver

Prices starting at

$13.95 a gram

Super Flea Market
5501 Midlothian Turnpike
Sat. & Sun.

9-6 PM
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SEE OFFICIAL RULES FOR DETALS
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Upcoming*###iisss | [pcoming*##s s
Fri. April 14 Sat. April 15¥F%¥rxes 1 2 3 4
Miss Spring The Legendary N
Fantasy Pageant Miss Eartha Kitt Lauren Savage Victoria Snow Maf%o B_ilack Ch'f;' N-lgdc
Details see TicketgFeRrtetiomn:k ’ i i
Whitney ot .C. AvailableSoon Paris Channell Leigh St. Jaymes
I Zam 2 am

5

Bianca Monree

6

8

Tracey New

9

Victoria Snow

10

April Snow
12 mid
Autumn Snow
Z am

Geni Christopher's
Las Vegas Show of
Shows***%]2 mid
Sha-Sha Shane
2 am

12

Beverly

Carrington

13

14

15

Della Kokaine

16

Victoria Snow

17

Margo Monroe
12 mid

Bianca Monroe
2 am

18

Farrah McCray
12 mid
The Lady P.T.

2Zam

19

Tootsie McGhee

20

21

22

Monique Lewis

23

Victoria Snow

24

“Lady B”
Burma Poole
12 mid

No 2 am show

25

Miss Virginia-
At-Large Pageant
10:30 pm
winner of above
Zam

26

Margo Monroe

27

28

29

Kelly Branch

30

Victoria Snow

31

Scarlett Dailey
12 mid
Beverly Carringron
2am
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