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Newsfront

New Houston Police
Chief Confirmed

Houston, TX — B. K.
Johnson’s appointment as
Police Chief was confirmed by
Houston City Council last week
in a 9-5 vote despite minority at-
tempts to oppose Mayor Jim
McConn’s chosen successor for
the top spot at Houston Police
Department. In an 11th hour
Gay Political Caucus sponsored
rally on the steps of City Hall,
GPC President Steve Shiflett
spoke to a crowd of about 100
gay supporters and press.

“This is not an anti-police
rally—this is a rally to voice ob-
jections to the Mayor and City
Council about a proposed Police
Chief whose qualities are in
question,”” he said. The rally
was called five days earlier at a
meeting of the new GPC Board

of Directors.

Dissenting votes came from
the three black Council
members, Ben Reyes and
Eleanor Tinsely. Tinsley and
Lance Lalor both publicly ques-
tioned Johnson’s capabilities
while Lalor offered the most
outspoken criticism of all.
Mayor McConn called the vote
during the morning portion of
the session while Lalor was away
from the building on business.
Lalor said the vote was expected
for the afternoon, however
Lalor’s single vote would not
have affected the election. GPC
is encouraging members to
phone or write the six Council
opposition members to express
support for their position.

Endorsement
Night

Houston, TX—The Gay
Political Caucus will have can-
didate endorsement night for
most races of concern to the gay
community on Wednesday,
March 26, 1980 at 7:30 p.m. at
4600 Main Street. This meeting
will take the place of the regular-
ly scheduled meeting on March
19.

The Board of the Caucus has
targeted the County Chair of the
Democratic Party race, the
District Attorney’s race, as well
as the Legislative District 79 and
Senate District 15 races.

Steven H. Shiflett, GPC
President, said, ‘“The gay com-
munity must create as much in-
terest in and around the defeat
of District Attorney Johnny
Holmes as we did for the defeat
of Frank Mann. This office has
as much to do with police
brutality coverups and negligent
prosecution on selective law en-
forcement as the Houston Police
Department itself does. If we
want to insure equal protection
and end harassment, we must
defeat Johnny Holmes.”’
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Silverstein Guests
In Houston

Houston, TX—Dr. Charles
Silverstein, author of The Joy of
Gay Sex, will be in Houston on
Sunday, March 16, and Mon-
day, March 17, as a guest of the
Montrose Counseling Center.
Dr. Silverstein is a noted
psychologist and founder of the
Institute of Human Identity in
New York City and is the foun-
ding editor of the Journal of
Homosexuality. He has also
authored another book entitled
Family Matter which was writ-
ten for the families and parents
of gays. On Sunday, March 16,
Dr. Silverstein will be at the
Brazos River Bottom, 2400
Brazos, from 4:00-8:00 p.m.
The entire gay community is in-
vited. On Monday, March 17 at
8:00p.m. Dr. Silverstein will
speak at the Shamrock Hilton at
a $50.00 a plate dinner
benefiting the Montrose
Counseling Center. The Center
is a non-profit organization
whose focus is on working in the
Houston gay community. Any
questions concerning Dr.
Silverstein’s visit or the counsel-
ing center may be answered by
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Staff Sergeant Pirtle
Confronts US Air Force

“Today I come before this hearing as a person, not someone who should be labeled
a heterosexual or homosexual. The only thing I admat to the board is the irrespon-
stble way I have handled my actions in the sense of personal gain. What has hap-
pened to me in the last couple of months has made me think what the words pre-
Judice, oppression and ignorance really mean.”—From a dissertation by Staff
Sgt. Skip Pirtle, presented to an Air Force prosecuting board January 23, 1980.

By Jack Stalnaker

Air Force Staff Sergeant Skip Pirtle, like Leonard Matlovich and Ver-
non Berg, has good reason to be familiar with “prejudice, oppression
and ignorance” within the military.

Last October at Holloman Air Force Base in Alamogordo, New Mex-
ico, Pirtle, dissatisfied with the constraining demands of life in the Air
Force and the pressure of having to hide his gay lifestyle, decided to
reveal his gayness to his superior officers.

“Now that I have admitted my position I feel a great burden has been
lifted from my shoulders,” he said in one of several meetings with of-
ficers. In addition to the fact of his gayness, Pirtle also revealed, without
naming names, that many others at Hollomon, both officers and
enlisted personnel, were gay. At that time he was seeking a “39-12 Sec-
tion H” (honorable) discharge from the Air Force, as a solution to the
conflicts between his personal and professional involvements.

With advice and support from close friends, Pirtle arrived at another
difficult decision— to remain in the Air Force until the natural termina-
tion of his enlistment in May of 1980. He refused to sign a written state-
ment concerning the facts of his gay orientation. In spite of this the Air
Force wanted to give him an “administrative discharge.”
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Among “specific reasons” for Pirtle’s discharge were:

(1) “During your current enlistment, you have admitted and/or pro-
fessed to be a homosexual and to having homosexual tendencies.”

(2) “During your current enlistment, you have habitually associated
with persons known to you to be homosexuals.”

On January 23, 1980, Pirtle faced an administrative discharge board
in a hearing which lasted from 8 A.M. until 5:30 P.M. Six witnesses
called by the prosecution were questioned as to his “behavior on the
job,” and were asked if they would object to working with him if he was
retained by the military. The responses by these witnesses were mostly
positive, but there was an underlying homophobia characterized by one
witness's answer when asked if he had ever noticed anything “unusual”
about the defendant.

“Yes, he had long fingernails,” was the straight-faced answer. The
lawyer for the defense rendered the answer even more ridiculous by
countering with: “Were they painted red? Was he wearing a dress?”

During the hearing Pirtle chose not to go under oath—he did not
want to perjure himself with regard to questions about his lifestyle, and

Continued on page 10
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Locks Installed
Repairing or Rekeying

Auto Keys and Locks
are our specialty

9-6pm

JIM REED
LOCKSMITH

1620 Commonwealth 1612 Westheimer
523-2927 526-1922

6 days
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Montrose Area, interesting
people, charming apartments,
$180 to $400, professional
management and maintenance

J.R

MANAGEMENT
MONTROSE OFFICE

219 MARSHALL
HOUSTON,TEXAS 77006
528-5218

VA APPROVED (US-HOMeE ]

VA and Conventional
Financing Readily Available

® Appliances
including: ovens, -
refrigerators, dish-

washer, washer & dryer,

garbage disposal.

® 2 and 3 bedroom plans to

choose from

® Oversized private patios and balco-

nies

® New energy checked construction

On Loop 610 S.
Between Kirby and S. Main
one block west of the Astrodome

667-2157
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Gay Pride Week 1980
Planning Launched

By Rue Starr II

“Proud To Be” is the theme for Houston Gay Pride Week 1980 as
organizers are hinting at some big name entertainment for the kick-off
celebration Friday, June 21. Two of last year’s top Gay Political Caucus
officers who were left without positions after the recent election have
bounced back as GPW Committee leaders. Acting Chair Greer Price
was voted in while Larry Bagneris is taking on the task of putting
together the Second Annual GPW parade which Price promises “will be
the biggest thing we've done in a long time.” Bagneris was instrumental
in securing last years parade permit from a then hostile City Council
and explained that the size of this year’s parade will depend on how
much money the community is willing to put up for a larger parade per-
mit. New GPC Secretary Jenny Willingter was named co-Chair by the
group which numbered over ninety.

UpFront America columnist Mother Ruth Ravas was there with her
ideas and several escorts making one of her first public appearances
since a car accident in January. Bill Ramsey of the Montrose Act1v1ty
Center Board promised that the $1300 left over from last year's GPW
account and loaned to MAC to fight foreclosure proceedings in August
“will come back soon.”

Gay bars and businesses will be decorated outside for the Friday night
kick-off as Family and the Tavern Guild are coordinating the first
nights city wide observance.

The Third Annual “Thank You Miss Ima Hogg For Memorial Park
Picnic” is planned for Saturday after the tentatively scheduled Police vs.
Gays softball game. Sunday has been named Texas Day and the site this
year will shift to Stewart Beach in Galveston.

The GPC is reserving Monday for their activities, as Tuesday was left
open for latecomers. Metropolitan Community Church Pastor Charles
Larson is coordinator for all interested religious groups in an observance
of the National Day of Rememberance on Wednesday. Gay Young peo-
ple are planning Thursday’s agenda as Friday honors the contributions
of the Gay Hispanic Caucus and others as Minorities Day.

On Saturday Gay Resource Services at the University of Houston is
hosting a day of workshops, discussions and lectures for Education Day.
A Saturday night concert including the Montrose Voices, the Montrose
Marching Band and Feminist entertainers will also be coordinated by
GRS with the help of Out and Out Productions.

John Schillinger was placed in charge of fundraising. Commercial ar-
tist Dennis Dunwoody is heading up the publicity people while UpFront
America photographer Roz Vecchio will be working with him as media
coordinator.

Family’s Andy Mills donated the rental fee for the former Family
Center facility to the GPW Committee for the three hour meeting. The
next meeting will be Sunday March 23 at 2:30 p.m. at the MAC
building and is open to all persons interested in helping building Gay
Pride '80.
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Vantage Point

Project 1980

Project 1980 is the name of a special, one year project the pur-
pose of which is to raise funds for Houston’s gay community center,
the Montrose Activity Center. It has been designed specifically for
Houston, but the concept could be implemented in any city where
a reasonably sized gay community exists. Several things need to be
recognized first, however: The need for and importance of a com-
munity center, an ability to persevere with a plan of action until it
has been completed, the cooperation and support of the communi-
ty; and the development of a good advertising and public relations
campaign. Other cities wishing to employ a similar plan may wish
to modify part or all of it to meet their individual needs.

The Concept: To raise funds from within the gay community in
a regular, recurring manner and to znvest those funds back into the
community through the development of a gay community center
for long-term benefit. In Houston’s case, Project 1980 will initially
focus on a weekly fund raiser held each Thursday at a local disco
from which 100% of the door is designated for MAC. Other dance
bars will eventually be asked to do likewise. In theory, both the pro-
ject and the bars should do well. The bar will do well just from the
increase in drink sales on an otherwise slow evening.

The Funding: Project 1980 has targeted $100,000 as its goal for
1980. Approximately 65% to 75% of this amount can be raised in
the time remaining this year if Houston’s gay community can get
itself psyched up and rolling. While other sources are being
developed and considered, for the time being this appears to be the
most expedient and easy to manage given this community’s massive
involvement in so many other areas.

The Use of Funds: All the funds raised will be designated to the
building and maintenance fund where it is most urgently needed.
Occasional shortages in debt service funds may require a small por-
tion to be used for that purpose, too.

Besides the obvious direct benefit to MAC, Project 1980 has
developed a formula that returns two additional benefits back to
the community while still using these same funds. The first addi-
tional benefit will be to assist new arrivals to Houston who often ar-
rive with nothing more than a few personal belongings and little or
no money. Under Houston's Project 1980 plan, these funds may be
used to furnish temporary employment for these people until they
can get on their feet.

The second additional benefit can be applied to other organiza-
tions and their particular funding needs. Not only will MAC be a
place that is available for them to use as their own needs dictate,
but during our renovation period they, too, can earn extra money
for their organizations. The Montrose Marching Band is an exam-
ple. They need a large sum of money for their upcoming trip to Los
Angeles where they will march in LA’s Gay Pride Day Parade. Pro-
ject 1980 has made an offer to contribute money to the Band in ex-
change for the Band’s assistance with MAC'’s renovation. This will
be done at a prescribed rate per hour per person as soon as funds
are available.

So what does all this say and mean? Well, it means we have much
to do and little time to waste. Houston's Project 1980 has developed
a unique plan enabling you to party and be financially supportive
at the same time.

Ladies and gentlemen, these goals are within our reach.
Whether we achieve them or not is up to you.
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Medifax

By Jim Lloyd

F F ®
& emergency room is the individual with a foreign object that slipped

away stuck inside of them requiring medical intervention to remove it.

An even greater hazard with the insertion of foreign objects but in-

The Dan ger Zone creasingly so with insertion of a fist is the danger of tearing the inside of
the lower bowel resulting in bleeding which can be fatal. Tearing of the

lining of the lower bowel by finger nails can also lead to serious infec-

tions. One of the real dangers with this practice is that there are no

nerve endings after a certain point in the lower bowel, so if the insertee

Many people, both male and female homosexuals and heterosexuals, is not aware of any pain even when great damage has already been
derive considerable sexual satisfaction from having their anuses done. Bleeding can be going on for some time before the person is aware
penetrated by a penis or foreign object. In recent years the practice of ~ ©of it and in some cases it may be LR late to prevent massive }}emorrhage
inserting a fist into the anus has become increasingly popular among afld death. All too often the parties engaging in this PENSLE SR STl
certain segments of the gay male population. All of these practices pose ~ high on 'drugs and alcohol which leads them to further risk taken by
certain hazards that frequently require medical attention. penetrating the anus too far.

A long term problem which can result from anal intercourse is the
loss of bowel control. After fisting this may occur immediately, or it may
develop as a person grows older.

The major hazard of insertion of a penis into an anus is the transmis-
sion of syphilis, gonorrhea, hepatitis, herpes genitalia and non-specific
infections of the urinary tract. Many male homosexuals are anal carriers
of sexually transmitted diseases but aren’t aware of it because not
everyone has symptoms. If carried out in a relaxed manner with proper
lubrication, penetration of the anus by a penis does not generally pose a
threat to the lower bowel, but if done incautiously it may be harmful.

Urinating and washing the penis after anal intercourse may reduce
the risk of infection but does not guarantee protection. Use of a condom
can greatly reduce the risk of infection, but is not always 100 percent ef-
fective. A dildo or penis that has been in an anus should never be in-

The insertion of foreign objects such as coke bottles, dildoes and the ~ serted in.to a vagina without.b'ei.ng washed; failure.to wash can lead to a
like into the anus can be very harmful. A frequent scene in any V2ginal infection called vaginitis which is very painful.
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Toronto, Canada
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Castro Theatre
Says Goodbye

to Grey Skies

By David Osborne
A large blue banner announcing Joseph
Losey’s Don Giovanni waves at passers-
by from the windows of the Castro
Theatre in the Castro district of San Fran-
cisco. It joins the neighborhood in a
celebration of spring as colorful flowers,
Japanese kites, and newly re-painted
houses emerge from a grey winter.

It's not as though the Castro theatre
needed more color to attract the attention
of passers-by. The building itself is cer-
tainly the prime architectural focus of the
entire area. The fifty-foot marquee
dominates the block and at night serves as
the colorful beacon of Castro itself, an-
nouncing in pink and blue neon that
street life goes on day and night. For
many visitors to the area, it is the Castro
marquee that announces arrival to the
largest coherent gay community in
America.

Built in 1922 for the then phenomenal
sum of $300,000 by local theatre en-
trepreneurs, the Nasser brothers, the
edifice is now considered to be one of the
finest examples of movie house architec-
ture in the city. The architect, Timothy
L. Pflueger, went on to design many
buildings in the Bay area; but the Castro
was his first ambitious project. The style
of the building is eclectic. Spanish,
rococo, baroque art-Nouveau and art-
Deco are all to be found within its walls.
As a temple to public entertainment, the
Castro embodies a lot of what contem-
porary audiences regard as grand or ex-
otic: 2 mandala-like ceiling cast in plaster
and resembling an Oriental canopy com-
plete with swags, ropes and tassels, gilded

Ry

a weti plaster relie
f

process simiiar to {resco, decorate the side

walls,

From the main floor lobby two large
staircases with full-length gilt-edged mir-
rors ascend to the mezzanine and
balcony. The mezzanine itself serves as an

-
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elegant lounge that suggests the charm of
the bygone era of the great movie palaces.
During the year this space is rented out to
community groups for special meetings or
parties, or as a reception area for the per-
formers who appear in the theatre itself
on occasion (the latest being Pat Bond ap-
pearing for the Harvey Milk Memorial
Benefit). The Castro also offers the luxury
of live organ performances before each
feature and has featured on-stage tap
dancers and personal appearances by film
celebrities.

In 1977 the Castro co-hosted the San
Francisco International Film Festival and
is expected to play an annual role in that
showcase for new films. With a seating
capacity of 1600 and a newly installed
Dolby sound system, the theatre serves ad-
mirably well as a centre for the com-
munity’s social and political events.

Peter Ujlaki, Publicity Director for the
SURF Theatre chain of which the Castro
is a member, is aware of the function of
the theatre as a community center, a
center not solely for movie entertainment
but also a focal point of the Castro self-
awareness. Respect for the theatre itself as
an edifice by the community has been
shown in many ways, not the least of them
being the restoration work on the interior
and the 1977 recognition of the Castro
Theatre as a Registered Landmark, the
100th edifice to receive such status in San
Francisco.

That new blue banner over the facade
is warming to see, The Castro Theatre is
alive and well and living in the heart of
the community whose name it shares. The
elaborate structure reminds us of what

Ruskin was trying to 1
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“become noble or ignoble in proportion
to the amount of energy of that mind
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them.” The Castro
erected with a sort of “nobility” in mind
and through the changes of over half -
century, it has maintained its attitude, its
form and its function. For this it has been
recognized as the “dowager” of the

Castro—long may she reignl
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Gay Playwright

and I think that’s also true of gays. I feel it is dangerous to get so wrap-
ped up in the identity of a specific sexuality or a physical appearance,
and it is all too easy to fall into that.

G. D.: How is it dangerous?

C. H.: I think it is limiting, and that it ultimately leads to frustration
and unhappiness unless you realize that you have as much right to what
you want as anyone else, and that you don’t have to be any more
grateful, or think the world is a greater place because you are being
given what everyone else gets more easily. If you are disabled, for exam-
ple, you have the right to demand a satisfactory relationship with
another person. You have the right, just as much as anyone else, to re-
ject those people who don’t make you happy. This has happened to me.
I have tended to accept situations which don’t make me happy just
because I'm so grateful that somebody is attracted to me. Sometimes I
think you are conditioned to take shit because you are disabled.

One of the hardest things if you are disabled is to think of yourself as
attractive, because you are very different, and because of mass media
and your average Castro, all american gym-trained boy. Since you don’t
fit into that, it’s only too easy to think that in some way you're inferior. I
think that’s true whether you're gay or straight, but maybe it’s a little
more obvious in the gay scene. Something that sets me apart as well is
that I'm an artist. Whether or not I was disabled I would also be in a
minority anyway. :

What gay and disabled and other minority people have in common is
that your average white middle class person is afraid of them because
they are different. It is fear and ignorance that we are the victims of. If
you are disabled, you tend to get patronized, talked down to by
physically normal people who will get a kick out of doing something
good for you. Gays don't get patronized, we get despised, because peo-
ple think we are sick and abnormal.

In the Bay area we are lulled into a false sense of security as gay peo-
ple because we think it’s very accepted, it’s normal. There are often far
more gays than straights. It is easy to sit on your ass in San Francisco
and say “Isn’t it wonderful being gay? But get outside, over the Berkeley
Hills, and you're in trouble! In Iowa I had several very bad experiences
with being gay, not with being disabled. This is one of the reasons I
want to write in my poetry about being gay and about being disabled.
But I don’t want to just spout off at the mouth with nonpolitical dogma,
I want to say something that in some way can educate the straight sen-
sibility.

Physically

All That Jazz
Challenged

2 Houston, TX—Add Lib,
Organlze Houston’s popular all women
jazz ensemble, will be in Kansas

Houstol " BX-LAT Sew City later this Spring for the 3rd

Annual Women’s Jazz Festival.
Mum'’s, a downtown night spot
for jazz fans, is sponsoring a
‘“Fly-by-Night Benefit’’ for the
group this Sunday Night, March
16 to assist with travel expenses.
The Montrose Marching Band
will be performing in concert
with their Twirling Corps next
weekend at the Houston
Festival. The Band is scheduled
for the Sam Houston Park stage
on Saturday March 22nd at 5:00
p.m.

organization is forming to deal
with issues of concern to han-
dicapped gays. The first meeting
will be held at the Montrose Ac-
tivity Center Friday, March 31
at 7 PM.

Those in need of transporta-
tion or more information should
call Bruce at 529-2111 after 7
PM. Volunteers interested in
helping with transportation for
that meeting should call the
same number.

u The Luck

of the Irish
Parade’s St. Patrick’s Day
festivities include 2 for 1
cocktails and a splendiferous

good time (that’s no blarney).
$2 cover . . . don’t miss out on
the fun. Lest ye be green with

envy!
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NEW ORLEANS
801 BOURBON ST.
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HOUSTON
1416 RICHMOND

HOUSTON—NEW ORLEANS

>— EATERY DELUXE —«

HARVEY'S is now open! Among the varied delights at 2049 Richmond are: a menu that is
literally off-the-wall (a rotating blackboard menu features favorite ethnic, eclectic, and
American recipes); a full bar, with a wine list that is undoubtedly one of Houston’s most interesting;
and friendly personnel dedicated to making your experience at HARVEY'S a genuine pleasure.
HARVEY'S...now open and at your service Tuesdays through Saturdays, 5:30 PM - 12:00 AM.

2049 Richmond (near Shepherd) « 520-0238

Owned and/or operated by The Band on the Run.

Doglady's

Houston
CONGRATULATES
the new
Empress Tessie
of San Francisco

Home of Tejas M.C.
Mixed Drinks Soon

Houston's Great New Show Bar
1213 Richmond, Houston, TX (713) 528-3838
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Air Force Confrontation

Continued from page 4

he did not want to incriminate acquaintances.

At the end of the hearing, Pirtle presented to the board his disserta-
tion—a long statement prepared with assistance from his lover. In
essence this statement reveals Pirtle’s dissatisfaction with military policy,
specifically the irrational attitudes toward homosexuals; and he ques-

tions the military’s ability to grant him a “fair, honest and unbiased

hearing.”

The dissertation further states: “My feelings are that this hearing is a
total mockery of justice. The violation of laws I am accused of were writ-
ten over 30 years ago. These laws are antiquated and need to be up-
dated.”

At no point in the dissertation does Pirtle actually proclaim his
homosexuality —his conviction is that his sexuality should not be an
issue, despite the original revelation that started the sequence of events
leading to the discharge hearing.

The board voted to retain Staff Sergeant Pirtle—according to Pirtle
this is the first time an Air Force discharge board has voted in favor of
the defendant in a case such as this. However, he was found guilty of
“admitting and/or professing” to be homosexual for the purpose of
securing “an early separation from the Air Force.” But the board re-
ferred to his initial revelation about his gay lifestyle as “untruthful
statements.”

The board recommended rehabilitation under an Air Force pro-
gram, but this was not enforced.

Pirtle, somewhat shaken by the events of the past few months, but
with a raised gay consciousness, hopes his experiences will help change
the traditional homophobic attitudes of the military.

“This is a chance for people to understand. I think gays have to be
among the most oppressed groups of people, and I want to break down
barriers.”

Hepatitis
Hotline

Houston, TX—A support ser-
vice for patients with hepatitis,
has been established according
to David Bonuelos, Chairperson
of the Medical Committee,
Houston Gay People’s Caucus,
Inc. The service is ‘“to provide
peer and emotional support for
people with types A and B
hepatitis,”” he said. Dietary
assistance in conjunction with
physician’s orders is offered, as
is errand running for those who
are homebound. Perhaps most
important is that concerned
volunteers will offer companion-
ship and conversation for those
with this disease which is often
associated with depression.

Bonuelos said that the results
have been ‘‘fantastic.”” More
volunteers are needed and must
have had hepatitis to qualify.
Contact David Bonuelos or
Hotline Coordinator Jim Briggs
at 777-2287 or the GPC office at
526-2668.

Houston, TX—According to
Activist Quarterly, U.S.
Representative Mickey Leland
will be the featured speaker at
the Houston American Civil
Liberties Annual Membership
Meeting March 15 at LaBodega
Restaurant, 2402 Mandell.
Leland has been a consistent
supporter of gay rights.

Leland, 34, freshman
representative from Houston’s
District 18, will describe the
state of civil liberties issues as he
sees them from the nation’s
capitol.

The doors of LaBodega will
be open for the meeting at 6:30
p.m. Light meals and drinks will
be available before and after the
meeting. The meeting will begin
at 7:30 p.m. with board elec-
tions, and Leland’s speech will
climax the meeting at 8:00.

A democrat and member of
the Texas Legislature represen-
ting District 88 from 1972-1979,
Leland was elected to the U.S.
House in May.
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A community-wide effort to raise funds for Houston’s gay com-
munity center. Numbers Disco, in cooperation with Project 1980,
has made available its facility each Thursday evening for our use.
100% of the door receipts will go towards this project. For more in-
formation, turn to page 5 of this issue and discover what the concept

of Project 1980 is all about.

Numbers Disco
Thursdays during March
Benefiting the Gay Community
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Shiflett Outlines
Plan For Unity

By Craig P. Rowland

Newly re-elected Houston Gay Political Caucus President Steve
Shiflett, talked to UpFront America about the aftermath of the cam-
paign and the GPC election which took place three weeks ago. He is
concerned that the threat of “factionalism” within the caucus between
the “winners” and the “losers” and their respective supporters could
adversely affect the purpose of GPC (to promote and protect lesbian
and gay rights).

He said that “those people who lost in the election, or who opposed
those of us who won, need to be cognizant of the fact that they're every
bit as much a part of GPC as anyone else, regardless of who has won. I
think a defeatist attitude is non-productive,” he explained.

Shiflett outlined plans for avoiding the problems associated with fac-
tionalism. “Lee Harrington (GPC Vice President) and I are going to
make outreach to various people on a personal level so that these people
can re-establish a basic trust with us and understand that we are sen-
sitive to their concerns.”

“There are only so many of us fighting for the goals that we're
fighting for and we need everyone’s help,” he continued. “That’s not to
say I can work with everybody. “That’s no human nature. There are
some personality conflicts that do exist. And I'm not going to say that I
promise to work with all of those who opposed me.” He plans to
organize a “sharing” session with those in disagreement with him to help
resolve the differences and determine who can work productively with
each other in the future. He emphasized that “it’s not my intention to
use the majority vote that I received to victimize the minority vote opi-
nion.

Hard feelings exist on both
sides, he explained, but, he said,
“It’s not helping anybody by let-
ting those hard feelings permeate
the community.”

If attempts to resolve dif-
ferences are not made by
everyone, he is worried that peo-
ple involved could fall victim to a
concept invented by David
Goodstein  called, “Toilet.”
Definition:

“In gay organizations - non-
action results due to an inability
to reach agreement in goals. Many hours are wasted nit picking or
discussing irrelevant issues. Consequently, the people most able to
facilitate the organization in getting the job done, get bored and
become willing to leave. What happens is that “victims” or “losers” are
allowed to set the tone for the rest of us. In a non-gay situation or
among friends this would never happen.”

Goodstein related this definition specifically to gay groups because,
according to Shiflett, he is aware of the willingness of gay people to
sometimes accept second class images of themselves.

One way he intends to follow through with his goal of unification
within GPC is to appoint some of those people who opposed him to
Committee Coordinator positions. “I think there are some people who
were on the other side who are qualified and can work with me and I
with them,” he said.

Shiflett summarized his concerns regarding factionalism: “Simply
put, we're going to have to renegotiate agreements among us and
acknowledge our differences, experience them and move forward
together. Some people who will read this might not want to believe it.
Continued on page 17
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By Rue Starr II

The International Women’s Day opening of The Dinner Party last
weekend on the U of H Campus at Clear Lake City was heralded with a
volley of related art gallery openings, women’s music concerts, seminars
and symposiums. A film documentary about the cooperative creation of
the massive triangular composition is premiering in Houston tonight at
the Greenway III. Next weekend the Chocolate Bayou Theatre will be
performing the writings of the masterful matriarch of The Dinner Par-
ty project, Judy Chicago.

Why is almost everybody getting in on the act? The Dinner Party
broke all attendance records last Spring in it's premier three-month
showing at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art to become the
most popular exhibit in the museum’s history. Critic Charlotte Moser
calls the showing the most adventuresome move ever in the Houston art

~world. Timid museum curators in other parts of the country, confused

about the controversy concerning the dominant butterfly and vaginal
themes in Chicago’s exclusive line of dinnerware, cancelled two impor-
tant engagements. This sentenced the 1,038 women, brilliantly reincar-
nated by the multi-media efforts of the world’s leading feminist artist, to
a humiliating six months in Bay Area mothballs.

Why is this “symbolic history of women in Western Civilization sitting
safely outside the Houston city limits? The 40 year old Chicago has been
working on the fringes of the established art world since she was first
discovered by Time magazine in 1963. A male art critic writes in
Newsweek that The Dinner Party . . . is not the expression of pro-
found sensibility.’ -

Mary Ross Taylor of the Texas Arts and Cultural Organization
(TACO) and owner of The Bookstore in the Village, was evidently more
concerned with exposing the labors of the hundreds of women and men
who worked with the Chicago project than she was with “profound sen-
sibility.”

Mary Ross contacted The Dinner Party project coordinator Diane
Gelon in Santa Monica, CA. Gelon, who studied art at UCLA afor nine
years before turning herself to The Dinner Party, spoke with UpFront
America. “I asked Mary Ross if she had a museum, she said ‘no.’ I asked
her if she had a gallery, she said ‘no.’ I said ‘fine—make it work.’ " With
as much inspired determination as Caroline Herschel, the German
astronomer who is honored at The Dinner Party as the first woman to
discover a comet, Mary Ross began searching for a Texas home for
Judy’s unusual feast.

Houston's art museums had more excuses than excitement for “the
first feminist epic artwork,” so self-proclaimed “instigator” Mary Ross
joined with Chicago in her 20 year battle with the mainstream art
world. The answer to the cosmic question lay in the shadow of NASA at
the Satellite Theatre in UHCLC’s Developmental Arts Building. Suc-
cessful co-conspirator on the acquisition project was Dr. Calvin Can-
non, UHCLC's graying Dean of Human Sciences and Humanities. Dr.
Cannon, one of the few men connected with any phase of the project,
become the benevolent martyr of The Dinner Party’s Houston lan-
ding.

Chicago says: “I feel like that’s a statement that the (Houston) women
were not about to let the system totally block The Dinner Party. Dr.
Cannon wasn’t quite so lucky with that system. University Chancellor
Alfred Neuman is calling it a reassignment. Former Dean Cannon says
he “feels fired.” When The Dinner Party opened to the press on the eve
of International Women's Day, Dr. Cannon’s official title was director
of special university events.

Reminiscent of the moonscape in “2001” where scientists swarmed
around the excavated monolith, local media slowly examined the 39
strikingly individual place settings with all forms of electronic and
photographic equipment from every possible angle. Black ceiling, walls
and floor coupled with careful lighting caused each 14-inch porcelain
plate to come alive with refracted color. Primitive percussion rhythms
from a dance company rehearsing in the next room filtered in
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periodically and set the tone for plate number one, the Primordial God-
dess— the female creator who conceived the universe. Observers discuss-
ed the awesome detail of each of the three 48 foot sides with muted
voices as a haunting reverence prevailed. Dr. Cannon did not appear
demoted as he played host to the obviously stimulated crowd of media
previewers— the first of many thousands expected through the exhibit in
the next two months. The appearance of coordinator Diane Gelon had
taken on a decidedly Texas air since the chic gallery opening of other
Chicago art two nights before in Montrose. Her new tan cowboy hat was
a contrast to Dr. Cannon’s invisible navy blue suit. They discussed the
men outside with the big noisy machines who were erecting huge red
The Dinner Party signs along the winding roads of the woodsy rural
campus.

An official statement concerning Cannon’s dismissal reads “Unfor-
tunately, the calendar year began with certain administrative pro-
cedures . . . not being followed. There was no personal malfeasance or
impropriety however.” After Cannon’s public rebuttal to the charge of
mishandling Dinner Party funds, 45 of the 51 faculty members in the
School of Human Sciences and Humanities issued a letter of support.

- Chancellor Neuman is hoping the deposed dean’s pet project will put his
university on the map while the school newspaper asks “Is it por-
nography or is it art?”

The plates are crawling with female sexuality, vulviform shapes, eggs,
and Chicago's personal symbol of the feminine, butterflies. The vaginal
images become more overt and the plates begin to expand in dimension
as we near the 20th century, a symbol of women’s journey toward
freedom. ;

Chicago works on the premise that art has the power to shape beliefs.
Her intent is to “convey women’s history through art in a way that will
make both women'’s experience and women’s art more significant.

“Women have never had a Last Supper,” says the artist who conceiv-
ed this electrifying exhibition. So the thirteen plates at the famous all-
male event were expanded twice again to make an inverted triangle, the
unbroken continuity of which perpetuates Chicago’s strong beliefs in the
true nature of existence. And in Judy Chicago's world the blatant
vaginal images are to be cherished today as the reproductive powers of
ancient women were revered by the men who didn’t realize they
themselves were involved in the procreation process.

Her theory maintains that the vagina has been blacklisted by the male
dominated society of the past 3,500 years as part of a conspiracy to cover
up the importance of women in civilization. Chicago forces her au-
dience to realize that far from being anything vulgar, the vagina is the
gateway through which every person enters human existence. There is
no reason why a work of art cannot be both beautiful and have a social
or political significance.

The inverted triangle was a symbol of the power of women in ancient
times, long before Hitler applied the now infamous pink triangles to the
arms of concentration camp homosexuals during WW II. Worn today
as a symbol of gay oppression, the triangle reminds one of the closeness
of the two struggles, in history and especially today. The feminist
idealogy, glorified by Chicago’s work, proclaims that “both men and
women will be gentle and strong and that no person will be subject to
another’s will.”

“Anybody who's interested in human freedom should be interested in
this project,” said Dr. Cannon. Asked about gay themes including at
least two of the dinner guests (Sappho and American writer Natalie
Barney) Cannon says candidly, “This show is not the product of a les-
bian imagination. But if it were I would not become unhinged.”

Chicago used the traditional women’s crafts of china painting and
needlework with deliberate irony to make her dramatic statement. The
Dinner Party—A Symbol of Our Heritage is her documentation of the PHOTOS COURTESY OF
five years work. The book was her second after an early autobiography, HADLER-RODRIGUEZ GALLERIES, LTD
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Newsfront

Stouffer’s Hosts
Sex Seminar

Houston, TX—The famed sex
researchers and thera-
pists,William H. Masters and
Virginia E. Johnson, will hold a
two day seminar on Sexual
Medicine at Stouffer’s Green-
way Plaza Hotel in Houston on
April 16 and 17, 1980. The
seminar is especially designed
for physicians and nurses. The
broad range of topics to be
discussed includes homosexuali-
ty, and the impact of drugs,
cancer, chronic illness and aging
on sexual functioning. Tuition is
$190 for physicians, $110 for
students and residents in train-
ing. Registration forms can be
obtained from: Masters and
Johnson Institute, 4910 Forest
Park Boulevard, St. Louis,
Missouri 63108.

Shooting, Suicide, Stabbing:
Violence On The Rise

Houston, TX—One man was
slain by a gunman, another
hanged himself, and a third was
stabbed with an icepick in three
apparently unrelated cases of
violence in Houston last week.
The murder was one of eleven
occuring in the city that weekend
according to the Houston
Chronicle.

William Mueller, a locally
known gay man was found
hanging from a tree early on the
morning of March 5 according
to a representative of the Gay
Political Caucus. Reports were
that friends of the deceased had
seen him at Mary’s, a popular
Houston gay bar, until about
3:00 AM that morning. A few
hours later he was discovered on
Yoakum where the death occur-

red. An autopsy revealed that
the death was indeed a suicide.
Mueller resided at 1528 Sul Ross
in Houston.

Local gay man Donie Rourke
was shot to death about 3:00
AM, Sunday, March 9 near the
Silver Phoenix bar on Mason
near Avondale according to
sources. It was reported that a
gun was fired from a pickup
truck, striking and killing
Rourke.

A third incident was not fatal.
Friday, March 7 a man was stab-
bed near the Midtowne Spa, ac-
cording to an employee of the
facility. He explained that an ar-
riving customer heard the man’s
pleas for help after the stabbing
and helped him into the Spa. An
ambulance and police arrived

soon after being called as did the
Montrose Patrol. The employee
said that the victim was taken to
Hermann Hospital for treat-
ment.

Further information on each
of the three incidents was not
available at press time.

Learn
Sign
Language
Houston, TX—A sign

language class for beginners will
be offered beginning March 13
at the Montrose Activity Center
(1423 Holman at LaBranch),
every Thursday from 7-8 PM.
The course is sponsored by the
Astro Rainbow Alliance of the
Deaf and will be taught by
Wayne Clearman and Roy Col-
lins. There will be a $5.00 fee.
For more information -call
Wayne at 522-6632 after 6 PM.
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PETER ARMATO

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE—DIST. 79

PETER ARMATO has demonstrated his commitment
to the community as:

. Congressional aide to U.S. Rep. Mickey Leland
* Congressional liaison to gay community
e Key organizer for single member districts
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Ron Burnett 3100 Fannin Street

x Ramiro Marin
éf;”ceéigﬁfzﬁ'f Jim McElgunn Houston, Texas
John Crocker Keith McGee 522-2379

Gary Van Ooteghem
Jody Paxton, D.D.S.
Randall Reaves

Eli Zal

warren Duncanson
Nick Escobedo
Dale Gorcynski

Political advertising paid by Peter Armato Campaign, 3505 Washington
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Bookfront

The New Couple: Women and Gay Men,
By Rebecca Nahas and Myra Turley.

Seaview Books, New York, 1979, $9.95. By Jim Lloyd

The new consciousness created by the combined forces of the women
and gay rights movements has produced an atmosphere in society that
allows both heterosexual women and homosexual men to break out of
stereotypical roles and explore new dimensions in relationships and sex-
uality. Many liberated women are realizing that interactions with
straight men often leave important emotional needs and unfulfilled
shared understanding that it is simply time to move on to other things
ties, frank openness about everything and strong feelings of commit-
Chief) said: “My actions will speak louder than my words.”
said, “GPC per se will have to manifest its support for repeal of 21:06
in England that would accept me. I went to Birmingham University
accessible, and don’t welcome disabled people,
ships that gay men and straight women find themselves in. Made up of
numerous case studies, it is another step in revealing the tremendous
diversity of sexual experiences people are capable of.

The most frequent relationships between gay men and straight
women are labeled “traditional couples” and were all too often the type
found in the past. These relationships involve a woman in love with a
gay man. The man cannot accept his homosexuality and uses the rela-
tionship to try to deal with his feelings of inadequacy or as a cover with
family and society. Often these people get married and suffer for years,
staying together because of children. A loud and clear message of this
study is that these relationships are to be avoided; they are universally
disastrous and usually result in the woman getting very hurt, especially
if she was unaware of the man’s homosexuality. Often the women chose
to ignore the man’s homosexuality or fantasize that they can change it.
There is a certain kind of very vulnerable woman who is drawn to ignore
the man’s homosexuality or fantasize that they can change it.

As more women move into the job market and into the professions
and as more gay men become open about their homosexuality in the
work place there are more opportunities for gay men and straight
women to meet and form close friendships based on mutual and shared
interests. These are called “marginal relationships” and everybody is
above board about what is going on and no one has any unreasonable
expectations. The woman knows the man is gay and has no illusions
about having sex with him. However, these friendships often become
some of the most rewarding and important ones people have. Many
straight women, especially those who are brighter and talented find that
gay men empathize with them and appreciate their specialness in ways
straight men never do. In fact these women are often more than the
average straight man’s ego can handle. Gay men on the other hand love
and appreciate chic, beautiful and talented women and enjoy working
and playing with them. The relationships are characterized by deep
ties, very frank openness about everything and strong feelings of com-
mitment to the other person.

The ultimate in relationships between homosexual men and
heterosexual women are “new couple” relationships which often grow
out of marginal ones. In these situations the man is very comfortably
gay and the woman knows it yet they are very turned on by each other
and have very beautiful sex with each other even while both are still hav-
ing sex with other men. In all of the cases described these affairs are
seen as important and intense experiences leading to great personal
growth in the people involved. When they end, as they always eventually
do, there are no feelings of bitterness or regret but usually a mutually
shared understanding that it is simply time to move on to other things.
Frequently the people remain close friends.

This is an important book in that it opens to our view new dimensions
in our ideas about relationships and further challenges the traditional
ideas that there are only certain kinds of permanent, monogamous rela-
tionships that are proper. It should be read by anyone interested in
human experience or by those working as counselors.

States of Desire: Travels in Gay America,
by Edmund White, E. P. Dutton, New
York, 1980, $12.95, 336 pages.

During 1978 Edmund White, author of two novels and co-author of
The Joy of Gay Sex, journeyed through gay and predominantly male
urban America to describe what it was like to be gay in America as the
seventies drew to a close. States of Desire, the result of that physical and
mental journey, includes quick stops in about fifteen American cities,
interviews with the men and women he meets there, White’s thoughts on
the issues raised by these meetings, and pages from his personal and
political autobiography. The limits of time and money prevented White
from visiting the heartland, the small towns from which many of us
escape. Instead, his visits brought him to the large urban settings

Good-looking men and interesting characters are not the true subjects
of the book. In San Francisco, the city where “gay fantasies come true,”
White wonders whether these indeed are the dreams we wanted fulfilled
and if we knew how they would “unsuit us for the business of daily life.”
For White, the “business of daily life” for gays ought to be more than
earning a living, developing roots, or looking for sex. It should be, he
reminds the reader, a conscious political stance that opposes the tyranny
of the status quo.

As White travels East, the reader discovers that his “interest in gay
life, how gay men live” is really an interest in how gays live or refuse to
live politically. The only characters who emerge from the masks of
aliases are involved in the struggle for gay rights. Because of the book’s
concentration on gay men, White’s description of two lesbians involved
in struggles to retain gay rights ordinances in St. Paul and Minneapolis
comes as a surprise.

Unlike the film “Word is Out” which respected and valued the variety
of the lives of the gay men and lesbians it depicted, States of Desire suf-
fers from a conflict between White’s training as a novelist and his efforts
as a journalist. While most characters he describes have some particular
feature (usually their good looks) to command them to our attention,
these same characters emerge as “types.” The book is conspicuously
lacking in dates, settings lose focus, and a vagueness settles over the en-
tire work. There is little feel for the quality and style of how we live our
different lives.

As White nears the end of his journey in Boston, he finds a major

political subject in the case of a thirty-five year old pedophile.
Fascinated yet frightened by the man, White tries to distance himself by
keeping the man nameless. Yet the subject, visceral and emotionally
charged, refuses to be kept at a distance. White’s sympathetic treatment
is meant to challenge our understanding of the taboo directed at men
who love boys. :
Whether we are attracted to young boys or not, White insists that
pedophilia is an issue we must resolve because it is a direct assault on the
mores of a traditional society that seeks to limit our actions. White con-
tends that the boy is not always the victim, “A great deal has been writ-
ten about the havoc pederasty may or may not wreak on the young, but
little has been said about the disorder it introduces into the life of the
lover of boys.” Nowhere are White’s politics of confrontation and direct
challenge more clearly seen. Accomodation and gradual change hold
little interest for him. His test case fails to distinguish between those
political battles that can be won and those, mired in morality and emo-
tions, that should not be fought.

States of Desire is a very personal book and never pretends to be ob-
jective. Edmund White writes with such a sure touch, an ability to sum-
marize, and a clear eye for the detail that can tell a story. He argues
convincingly that what must separate us from straight society is how
firmly we stand in opposition to social organizations that limit our
freedoms and how intelligently we examine the issues that affect our
lives. Where States of Desire disappoints is in forgetting that our social
connections, the daily patterns of our lives, the subjects of the novelist,
are no less authentic than our efforts to change the political environ-
ment.

By E. J. Owens
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Shiflett Pursues GPC Unification

Continued from page 11

All I can say is what B. K. Johnson (newly appointed Houston Police
Chief) said: “My actions will speak louder than my words.”

Shiflett was asked what the immediate and future tasks of the Caucus
will be, once committee appointments are made and ruffled feelings are
smoothed as best as possible.

“I think now that the election’s over, GPC’s going to have to focus and
fine-tune its goals and its objectives. The way to do that is to go to the
Caucus for approval of those priorities and objectives, with a calendar
of events or a budget or some kind of fixed plan that’s mutually agreed
upon. That was the purpose of the budget ° =.ag process last fall
which we are now ready to present to the caucu.. It includes all the
political processes, the electioneering, the screenings, the fundraising,
special events, Gay Pride Week —that sort of thing.”

“We'll endorse the political races and then we have to start getting
out the vote,” he said. One of the races is that for District Attorney.

> | 5. - | Fy 4 ~e1t1an ocnrrentlyv hald
Fred Daly has announced his candidacy for that position currently held

by lohnnv Holmes (R) whom Shifletr de scribed as being “incest uously
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related to the police dept.” Ac cording to S
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C i ms GPC was forr 1ed ).

Shiflett said he is committed to supporting the Gay Pride Week plan-
ning process. “I attended their meeting Sunday and was very pleased
with their turnout (about 90).” Regarding last year’s celebration he
said, “The gay community definitely emerged as a community with

many different facets. New groups sprung up, and membership lists of

Shiflett spoke about federal politics as they relate to GPC. “We are
going to be acknowledged as a power broker in Presidential politics. On
the federal level we have a lot of things that could be done for gay rights
that could assist us on the local level such as the revision of the INS laws,
the draft possibility, health care, and an Executive order banning
discrimination in federal hiring.”

Locally, about Texas statute 21:06 which bans homosexual acts, he
said, “GPC per se will have to minifest its support for repeal of 21:06
through assisting with fundraisers of the Texas Human Rights Lobby
and screening candidates that we turn the vote out on, especially their
stands on the repeal of 21:06 and in the legislature.

Shiflett said “The feminist caucus is now forming. “It’s wonderful to
have the women getting involved in GPC,” he said. Another group that
is forming within GPC is the conservative caucus. In addition to a coor-
dinator sitting in at Board meetings from each of these sub-groups,
Shiflett said that other minorities such as the Hispanic Caucus should be
represented in the same way

“I think it looks verv bright f

D SR A - PN - - . & 5 = 3 B T s . K aer s 2y
GPC. "My attitude is you've go e your valley to -have you

v C ' 1 3 : hat 2
We're on the verge of somethi r 1I we acknowledge that and

ward together.
I think the one word that would summarize everything we've talked
about is communication.”

existing organizations grew.
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— Dear

(Self described as the ‘“gay Irma Bombeck,” writer Christopher
Solomon promises in this new, regular column to tap the humor in
everything. His vehicle is “Kip,” a young and vulnerable gay lad about
town who, in letters to his mother, tells all. Enjoy. Ed.)

By Christopher Solomon
Dear Mom,

Guess what? I'm in love. Now I know what’s going on behind that
perky, frosted bubble cut that makes you look just like Harriet Nelson
(oh why don't I look like Ricky?). You're thinking, “Sure my baby’s in
love—again.” Well, this time it’s for real. All those others were just
practice. Meaningless affairs. His name is Davio. He’s Italian. In every
way. He’s mine, and it’s forever. Really Mom, everything about this
relationship is special. Even the way we met. It was February 14th,
Valentine’s Day. And more importantly the night that the movie “Cruis-
ing” was to open. I was at a meeting of the Commuttee to Halt Films in
Which Pacino Dances Badly and Other Anti-Homosexual Art Forms.
I've become terribly political since I left Miami. Daddy would have been
so proud. Ever since he was the first in the neighborhood to paint that
little man at the end of the driveway beige, I knew that I would have to
take stock of myself one day and try and make America a true home of
the free and the brave. Well anyway, I was asked to head the Sub-
Committee Against Homophobic Paperback Novellas by Early 20th
Century Wrzters born West of the Mississippi. Only trouble was, there
aren’t any. So I was spending the time telling this very nice woeman the
best place to get her eyebrows waxed and she was telling me to go screw
myself when I saw him. It was just like in that pretty Jane Oliver song

about enchanted evenings across a crowded room that you said was a lot
better when Florence Henderson sang it at the Melody Top Summer
Theatre and that you wished to hell that skinny Jewish broads from
chese boots, an Izod shirt under a Ralph Lauren western top and a Car-

There he was. All 5'6” of stallion dressed in Calvin Klein jeans, Luc-
chese boots, an Isod shirt under a Ralph Lauren western top, and a Car-
tier tank watch with a worn out band which means that he’s had it a
long time and didn't buy one just because it was trendy. He was drink-
ing chablis out of a plastic cup which he clicked against his teeth in time
to “Enough Is Enough” by Donna Summer and what’s her name. That
showed me that he had a natural sense of syncopated rhythm. I assumed
then that he was Puerto Rican. The woman with the abominable
snowbrows stormed away after dumping her herb tea on my shoe. Don’t
you just adore the way they're finally giving men the option to wear
pretty colors in footwear? These were maroon flats. $125.00 at
Neiman’s. Pricey, but a definite investment item. Oh, I'm glad I had a
mother who knew how to shop.

So there I am, up to my ankles in rose hips when he walks over and
says in a voice like thunder, “Wet enough for you?” Needless to say I
almost split a seam. His humor was divine—just what the moment
called for. After an icebreaker like that, it would be impossible to re-
main strangers for long. Then, it turns out that he was heading up the
Sub-committee to Boycott Discriminatory Musical Numbers in
Rosemary Clooney Movies of the Early 1950°s. Well, 1 was floored. I
mean you practically raised me on Rosemary Clooney. I knew it
wouldn’t be long before I'd be singing; “Come-on-a My House, I'm
Gonna Give You Candy,” to this stud.

He was all fired up and his eyes were blazing. They had just decided
to picket any TV station that dares to show “White Christrnas” without
first announcing that the song “Sisters” performed by Bing Crosby and
Danny Kaye only represents a small segment of the homosexual popula-

Continued on page 21

Writers and photographers: Needed
in Houston immediately. UPFRONT
AMERICA will pay for quality work.
Contact the Editor at (713) 521-9822
or write P.O. Box 66844, Houston,
TX 77006.
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Filmfront

Sellers
Sheds
‘Clouseauisms’
In ‘Being
There’

BEING THERE directed by Hal Ashby;
screenplay by Jerzy Kosinski (based on his
novel); photography by Caleb
Deschanel; music by John Mandel;
released by United Artists; running
time, approximately 135 minutes;
rated PG.

By Brent Northup

Once upon a time there lived a gentle, simple man named Chance
who worked as a rich man’s gardner. No one knew who raised Chance;
he appeared to have spent his entire life alone with his plants.

Chance could neither read nor write; all that he knew he gleaned
from one of the television’s that dotted the estate.

Then one day his master died. Chance stepped out of his roses and in-
to the world’s thorns for the first time. Quite by accident, he was
adopted by Benjamin Rand, an influential billionaire who frequently
advised the President.

Chance’s innocent talk of growing plants was interpreted by his new
friends as brilliant economic wisdom, housed in metaphors. “The
winter will end soon,” said Chance. “The economy will quickly
recover,” thought the President.

Chance, who understood nothing of his new world, soon became the
most respected leader in the country. He lived happily, powerfully —yet
very naively —forever after. - : ! 7

This modern parable will remind readers of Twain’s “A Connecticut
Yankee in King Arthur’s Court”; moviegoers will recall Herzog's Kasper
Hauser. Hal Ashby’s film Being There recounts this parable softly, yet
profoundly.

The story revolves around the tender innocence of Chance. Peter
Sellers, a highly skilled actor whose Clouseauisms have disguised his
considerable talent, portrays Chance so poignantly that most viewers
will be quite fond of nice-guy Chance by the film’s end. Sellers’ perfor-
mance may well cancel Dustin Hoffman’s reservation on the Oscar for
best actor. v

The rest of Ashby’s cast and crew are equally effective, although they
all work in Sellers’ shadow. Shirley MacLaine, Melvyn Douglas and Jack
Warden each provide Being There with additional sensitivity, as does
Caleb (“Black Stallion”) Deschanel.

The film's only serious shortcoming lies in Ashby’s insertion of un-
needed sexual innuendoes to spice up the plot; in this movie those jokes
cheapen the message.

Being There can be enjoyed on many levels: As a satire on a com-
puterized society which “complexifies” everything; or as a cynical indict-
ment of television’s manipulation of the American mind; or as a parody
on political power; or as a humorous expose on technological society’s
inability to communicate with—or even to recognize —a simple man; or
just as a heartwarming tale of a naive stranger in a strange bureaucratic
land.

On all levels, the movie works beautifully.

Henry David Thoreau once warned us that we were losing sight of the
basics of life. Being There brings Thoreau’s cries of “Simplify,
Simplify” purely, tenderly and allegorically to the screen.

The Other Side Of

Friedkin’s ‘Cruising’

By Brad Scofield

Since there are so many of you who will see Cruising despite attempts
urging you not to (perhaps because of those attempts) and in spite of the
devastating reviews from the critics, I decided to provide you with a list
of the ten best aspects of the film. After all, a film starring Al Pacino
and Paul Sorvino and directed by financially successful William
Friedkin (The French Connection, The Exorcist) couldn’t possibly be as
bad or evil or dangerous or harmful as seems to be the consensus. Or
could it?

Do try to see Cruising at a $1.50 bargain matinee. There are many
advantages to the matinee viewing if you must go. You'll enjoy the film
all the more because you'll have saved at least $2 to $3 for use after the
film (more on that in No. 10 below). Also, you'll be adding only a token
amount to the coffers of United Artists, thus providing you with a con-
venient comeback and rationalization for going against the call or a
boycott.

1. Perhaps the thing you'll enjoy most is Friedkin's revolutionary neo-
Freudian interpretation of the Oedipus Complex. Apparently, in
researching his screen adaptation of the novel, Friedkin concluded that
every homosexual and/or psychopath has, not a mother, but a father-
figure problem. Friedkin doesn’t go into what those problems are, just
that they exist. You'll be relieved when Cruising shows you that sexuali-
ty and the human psyche can be so easily explained.

2. If you've read the synopsis of Cruising that has been circulating in
the bars and reprinted in the media, you'll be pleased to know that the
synopsis is inaccurate. According to the synopsis, the film ends with
Steve Burns (Al Pacino) receiving a citation for catching the killer. The
film doesn't end that way. It doesn’t even end. It just stops. (Since
Friedkin always makes his films in pairs, does he plan to conclude the
nebulous plot in a Cruising I1?)

8. If you're into titillation, you'll be titillated by numerous simulated
sex scenes. Again the advantage of the bargain matinee relates: you'll
only spend six quarters for Cruising instead of many times that amount
at your local peep show to see the same authentic sex scenes.

4. Then there’s Jack Nitzsche's musical score and lyrics for your enjoy-
ment. The score is mediocre but refreshing. Maybe you'll thrill to some
of the S & M lyrics like “When I close my eyes, I see blood.”

5. The use of automobiles provides another avenue of thematic &
visual enjoyment. Who can forget the beautiful, baby-blue Mercedes
convertible that belonged to the peep-show murder victim? And the oh-
so-clever shot of Burns entering an S & M bar just after walking past a
parked car with New York license plate “FFA 69.”

6. If comedy gives you the most enjoyment in a film, Cruising will
provide you with many outstanding examples of comic relief. Unfor-
tunately for the director, the comedy is unintentional but good for a
chuckle nonetheless. You'll roar when Burns and Skip the Scumbag are
being interrogated by the detectives. Suddenly a door opens and in
walks a huge over-muscled black man dressed very smartly in nothing
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Armato Enters
Representative
Race For
District

19 Seat

Houston, TX—Peter Armato,
a former congressional aide to
U.S. Representative Mickey
Leland, announced today his
candidacy for State Represen-
tative, District 79. Present at the
announcement to endorse Ar-
mato’s candidacy were former
Director of the U.S. Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service
and community leader Leonel
Castillo, and Houston City
Councilmen Ben Reyes and Dale
Gorczynski.

Armato said his involvement
with community problems and
issues, as well as his concern
about the future of Houston’s
inner-city areas, led to his deci-
sion to run. ‘“‘Houston’s older
neighborhoods have special
challenges which go beyond the
concerns of growth and inade-
quate services. District & needs a
representative who can coor-
dinate programs and solutions
with elected officials on the
local, state and federal levels. I
can be an effective legislator by
being active in Houston,
Austin—and Washington.”’

Armato added, ‘“The issues in
this race reflect the diversity of
District 79’s constituency. We
have senior and low income
citizens on fixed incomes who
are trapped in an inflationary
spiral, neighborhoods which
flood periodically because of
outdated flood control plans,
classrooms with first rate
educators and second rate
educational programs, and a
public transportation system
which has been crippled by
government red tape and
desperately needs citizen in-
volvement. Regardless of the
specific issue, the bottom line
here is the diminishing quality of
life.”’

Moral Majority Marches
On Texas Gays

Washington, DC—The Moral
Majority recently divulged a
plan to expand the anti-gay
movement outside Washington,
D.C. They claim Texas will be
one of the ‘‘first areas they will
set up shop.’”” The self-
proclaimed ‘‘pro-family, pro-
country, anti-gay’’ group is in-
vestigating the use of a Gallup
poll to update the ‘‘true
members in the gay com-
munity.”” The group says it
doubts that 10 percent is an ac-
curate count of the gay popula-
tion (the 10 percent figure is bas-
ed on the Kinsey report). It
seems that Texas is likely to be
targeted because we rank among
the top three states most active
in our fight for equality. For ex-
ample, the Human Rights Ad-
vocates lobby is one of the most

organized and well supported
lobbies in the country.

The Moral Majority is the
latest anti-gay lobby to join
Christian Voice, begun almost a
year ago. Its director is the Rev.
Jerry Falwell. The lobby stated
in a December report that ‘It is
commonly known that some
militant homosexuals will use
their position as teachers to
recruit and convince others—an
activity which will be in direct
opposition to the moral beliefs
of many parents. It this bill
(refering to the gay civil rights
bill, HR 2074) is passed, it will
set a precedent for our society.
Imagine giving child molesters
and rapists special preference in
the law because they, too, have a
bizarre sexual preference.’’

Voter Reg.
Begins This
Weekend

Houston, TX—Steve Henley,
Voter Registration Coordinator
of the Houston Gay Political
Caucus has announced that the
organization has begun a full
scale voter registration drive that
will kick off Friday, March 14,
and will continue through April
3. Gays need to be registered by
May 3 to vote in the May 3
Republican and Democratic
primary elections. They should
have the current white voter
registration cards as the yellow
ones have expired.

For more information on
helping with the drive contact
GPC at 526-2668, or Steve
Henley at 520-6867.
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Tropical Plants for
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Judy Chicago

Continued from page 13

Through The Flower published in 1974 when she first described her
challenging concept. Judy Chicago’s new book, Embroidering Our
Heritage is waiting at the printer and deals more with the 144 feet of in-
tricate needlework on which rest the 39 celebrated plates.

Susan Hill masterminded the needlework effort as each of the 39
women were honored with a runner which displays her name. Each run-
ner was executed using the technique and the symbols of the woman’s
time. A porcelain knife, fork, spoon and chalice complete each setting.
A look behind reveals the equally ornate backside of the runner. The
open tiled area framed by The Dinner Party bears the names of 999
women from Cleopatra and Joan of Arc to Katherine Hepburn and
Eleanor Roosevelt. A team of twenty researchers worked for two years to
compile the information about these women.

The Dinner Party studio in Santy Monica California was a workshop
where people came to create artwork and learned a craft in the process.
Chicago cites medieval guilds and convent workshops as historical
predecessors. Over 200 women and men worked cooperatively and
voluntarily on The Dinner Party for periods of one month to four
years, donating in one documented month $15,000 worth of labor. The
turnover was large because no one could afford to volunteer forever,
Most of the people who worked on the project felt that the new skills
they had aquired while doing the work were worth the value of their
labor. Chicago places a theoretical “over $1,000,000” price tag on her
project.

Coordinator Diane Gelon says the flurry of excitement surrounding
the exhibit “has already had an impact on the fibre artists here in
Houston. It shows that an artist doesn’t have to work alone,” the art
historian explained. “It challenges a lot of the traditional notions about
what being an artist is.”

Gelon’s comments were made at the Hadler/Rodriguez Gallery’s
opening of Judy Chicago’s “early work and preparations” on the edge of
the 77006 area. Tucked away upstairs on a quiet tree-lined street,
Chicago mingled with admirers from many elements of the Montrose.

Porcelain work and paintings, as well as collage studies from The
Dinner Party construction were on every wall. Virginia Woolf's ob-
solete beginning as a Dinner Party guest are colorful, provocative, and
expensive. A porcelain piece titled “Entering the mystery through the
blue rock cunt” 1974, drew comments from the chattering assembly.
Two handsome young men in Izod shirts eagerly poured champagne in-
to plastic cups.

Cal Cannon was introduced to Sylvia Spring. She had flown in that
evening from Vancouver, B.C. to begin negotiations with Chicago
troops for The Dinner Party as Cannon had done last Labor Day in
San Francisco. A woman working with the Boston Center for the Arts
wouldn’t arrive until the Friday opening. Besides Boston, the Dinner
Party is scheduled for the Brooklyn Museum of Art in the Fall. Seven
women artists who worked on The Dinner Party also flew in for the
opening as their select works in several media including narrative quilts,
pastel drawings, and ceramic & neon is on display at M.E.’s Gallery on
Michigan.

Judy Chicago frankly shared her fears and aspirations with the daz-
zled gathering of mostly women reporters and photographers minutes
after the preview. “I always knew I was going to be famous,” says the
former Judy Gerowitz casually. “The flashbulbs pop and it’s still hard to
work and run my studio the next day.” Her comments are as unprenten-
tious as her look. An avowed hater of high heels, Chicago doesn’t ap-
pear to have time for any of the glossier fashion elements. She stresses
that the 30 million needleworkers in America do stitches which don’t do
their talents justice. “I would like to find a way to bring to a wider au-
dience the art which affirms women,” she says.

In the book, The Dinner Party, Chicago writes of visiting the home
of a china painter as she began to study the technique in 1972. “. . . the
very bricks were permeated with her creative energy. All the chairs had
needlepoint cushions; all the beds were covered with quilts; all the
pillowcases were hand embroidered; all the walls were covered with oil

Dear Mom

Continued from page 18

tion and is not to be considered the norm. Well, I should say not! I don't
know a drag queen from here to Kansas City that would wear a costume
that tacky. I was impressed, but how was I to know that my respect
would turn to adoration? He had other plans but promised to meet me
in front of the theatre the next night. I could hardly sleep. But just like
Rosey Clooney I counted my blessings instead of sheep and finally Fri-
day was here. Dozens of us were proudly waving our signs. We were a
force, an army, a symbol of unity against tasteless Hollywood slobs who
would irresponsibly use anyone or anything to make a buck. I saw him
get out of the cab and he walked up to me. His fingers slipped into mine
as naturally as you slipped into your first mink and he said, “I have the
crabs. I bought some Kwell so it’s OK. That’s why I was late.” At last. A
considerate lover. A man who will share his life and feelings with me.
Someone who will give of himself and ask nothing in return. A man who
will let me take care of him and give me a reason not to quit the gym. Be
happy for me, mother. I'll write next week.

I love you,
Kip

P.S. I called last Saturday to wish you a happy birthday and Pearl said
you'd gone out to see the film Cruising. How in the hell could you
assume it was a South Seas musical with Julie Andrews and Gordon
MacCrae? She’d never work with Gordon MacCrae. I called again after
you'd gone to bed and Pearl said you staggered in, took a Librium, and
mumbled something about throwing away the Crisco and switching to
Pam. Hope you're better soon.

paintings; all the plates were covered with flowers that were painted on
the plates. This woman had done all that work, trying to fulfill her
creative drive—into the confined space of her house which could have
hardly held another piece of work.” Chicago tells her listeners, “My
work is not only with art, it's also to reach out to disenfranchised people,
the ones who can’t discover the life spirit.” She sums up The Dinner
Party with “It’s like the existential moment— you do what you can. I did
my best—1I wish I hadn’t yelled so much!” Laughter finally breaks the
serious mood of the institutional dining hall. Judy Chicago realizes that
her work is in danger of being eclipsed, if it doesn’t find a permanent
home soon. “I hope to see that happen in my lifetime,” she said.
Chicago cites a 65-foot mural called Modern Woman by Mary Cassatt
which was lost. “Lost! Nobody went to look for it either because it was a
set of images of women that were quite challenging,” she explains.

The Dinner Party is listed officially among the many major and
minor artistic presentations of the big two-weekender Houston Festival.
She tells her attentive audience about a series of poetry readings which
will take place in Tranquility Park as part of the Festival. Houston’s city
block commemoration of the first human lunar landing in the Sea of
Tranquility impressed Judy Chicago as a perfect place for poetry.
“Wouldn't it be wonderful if Art occupied a place in our society where
there were poetry readings in Tranquility Park everyday and music for
people to listen to all the time?” she asked. Judy Chicago looks away
from her gleaming masterpiece of the past five years and beyond her
“existential moment.” She writes, “The future requires that women, as
well as men, shape the world’s destiny.”

JUDY CHICAGO—Early Works—Preparations

Hadler/Rodriguez Galleries
20 Pinedale (off Barkdull) 77006
March 5-April 5
Tuesday-Friday 10-5 Saturday 11-5
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EMPLOYMENT

HAIRDRESSERS Successful salon in
southwest area finds expansion
necessary. We need experienced hair-
dressers and offer paid vacation, high
commissions, educational assistance,
and salon support. 789-9945, opportuni-
ty unlimited.

DO YOU HAVE or are you considering
PART-TIME work? We started OUR OWN
BUSINESS instead. Call to see how. (713)
723-8368 before 9 PM or PO Box 35904,
Houston 77035.

WANTED: Writers and photographers
nationwide. UpFront America will pay
for quality work. Call the editor at (713)
521-9822 or write:: UpFront America, P.O.
Box 66844, Houston, TX 77006.

FOR RENT

HEIGHTS: Quaint 2 bedroom home, treed-
fenced back yard, washer/dryer,
450/mo. available 3/1. (713) 869-0456 or
862-8401. Mrs. Doutt.

APARTMENT FOR RENT Heights, must be
employed, stable and neat. $250 month.
Call 864-8023 or 795-4411 after 5 p.m., A.
Allen.

ROOMMATES

GAY MAN, 25, wants to rent room or
share apt. in Montrose. 521-9822. Leave
message, will return your call.

SERVICES AND ORGANIZATIONS

DON'T WAIT to be drafted! Join now. The
Montrose Marching Band needs you.
Flash flag corps now forming. Call
961-9705.

JOIN INTEGRITY INC. International
Organization of Gay and Lesbian
Episcopalians. Worship program, social
events, chapters in major cities. Free
sample publication on request. Write: IN-
TEGRITY, 10 Mercier Ave., Dorchester,
Mass., 02124.

AdsUp

UpFront America reserves the right to object, in whole or in part, any adver-
tisement which it determines to be objectionable in appearance, character,
wording, or to be inconsistent with the best interest and/or policy of UpFront

America.

To place an ad, just fill out the form below and mail to us. If ad-
ditional space is needed, please use a blank sheet of paper and
staple it to the back of this form. Please include 25° per word.
If more than one insertion of your ad is requested, please in-
clude payment for each additional insertion at 25¢ per word.
Payment must accompany all orders for classified ads. Make
check or money order (NO CASH PLEASE!) payable to UpFront

America.
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Name

Address Apt.

city state Zip

Phone( ) :

Signature '

(With my signature | certify that | am over 18 years of age)

Cut out and mail to:

UpFront America « P.0. Box 66844
Houston, Tx 77006
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MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER has
special interest in the adaptational
needs and life concerns of homosexual
men and women. Call (713) 529-0037.

MAKE LOVE BETTER—LAST LONGER! Want
to know your physical (sports), sensitivity
(relationships), and intellectual (business)
highs and lows for 1980? Your own per-
sonalized bio-rhythm chart is yours. Just
send your name, address, birthdate and
$3.00 ($5.00 for yours and your part-
ner's), check or money order, to AMA Bio-
Chart, P.0. Box 66844, Houston, TX 77006.

POSTAL BOXES—YOUR ANSWER TO A PER-
MANENT ADDRESS.—How many of us
don't know how long we'll be here, or
where we're going? For a practical solu-
tion, call Private Postal Systems. (713)
529-3020. Confidentiality assured.

INTERESTED in a new organization for the
handicapped-gay? For more informa-
tion, call Bruce at TTY 529-2111 after 7:00

MAC MISSED YOU at the Saturday work
sessions. Any body interested in lending
a hand to spruce up the MAC center is
urged to come down on Saturday Morn-
ings at 10 am to help make a better com-
munity center.

SAN FRANCISCO/HOUSTON Attention all
NON-PROFIT groups, clubs and/or associa-
tions. Submit your announcements and
notices to UPFRONT, Box 66844, Houston,

_TX 77006 for publication "FREE" in "ADS

up."

PROFESSIONAL PSYCHOTHERAPY SERVICES
specializing in the Gay personality (713)
981-7579.Ask for Mr. Al Pintor. ;

GAY POLITICAL CAUCUS of Houston meets
every first and third Wednesday at 4600
Main St. Call (713) 526-2668.

HEARING IMPAIRED readers of UPFRONT
AMERICA may now call us at TTY (713)
529-8514 afternoons and evenings.

GAY RIGHTS Il ON BALLOT in Miami for key
March 11th presidential primary. We will
win if the money is there to nurture the
roots we've pioneered. It's OK to be vic-
torious. congress United for Rights and
Equality (CURE), P.0. Box 1976, Miami
Beach, Florida 33139. Financial contribu-
tions most welcome.

WE NEED A THEATRE! The Montrose
Players are looking for theatre space in
Houston. It should be at least 2500 sq. ft.
with reasonably high ceilings. Anybody
knowing of a place should Natalie at (713)
529-1115.

HOUSTON'S GAY HISPANIC CAUCUS is for
everyone with an interest in political,
social and economic events in the city of
Houston. Meetings are the first and third
Tuesday of each month at 2205 Brun St.
contact Ron Burnett at 520-6850.

IF YOU ARE A SERIOUS amateur musician
(classical music; any instrument, piano or
voice) and are interested in getting
together regularly to play for enjoy-
ment, call Paul at (713) 524-8785 after 6
pm, (keep trying).

GAY NURSES AND PHYSICIANS of Houston
Your help is needed in operating First
Aid Stations during public gay functions.
Contact David Bonuelos, Medical Chair of
Gay Politcal Caucus at (713) 777-2287 (h).

KEY WEST-It's forever summer on the
AMERICAN MANANA ISLAND. Call toll-free
800-327-9191 ext. 499, or write Key West
Business Guild, P.0. Box 1208-P, Key West,
Florida 33040 for our new directory and
map.

HOUSTON'S PHONE TREE is the new way of
notifying thousands of people in the gay
community about important events in a
very short time. If you think you would
like to help call Neil Isbin at 522-4238.

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS of the
Houston gay community wishing an of-
fice at Montrose Activity Center should
contact the MAC Board of Trustees, Box
13726, Houston, TX 77019. Applicatiors
now being accepted for limited space re-
maining.

GAYCON PRESS is a publication for and
about gays in prison. Sent free to
prisoners, S5 subscription per year for
free people. Write Ronald Endersny.
Editor, GAYCON Press, 216 Eddy St. San
Francisco, CA 94102

TEXAS OLDEST ACTIVE GAY ORGANIZATION
INTEGRITY/Houston has completed a
slide history of their organization, which
includes a look at the Gay Movement in
Houston since 1970. INTEGRITY also has a
filmstrip titled "Thursday's Child:
Homosexuality''. Both are available to
your group as a program. If interested
contact Richard Burkhart at 694-1732 and
arrange for a showing of either or both
audiovisuals.

THE SOCIAL ALTERNATIVE coffee house,
3405 Mulberry at Hawthore, open
7-11pm every Fri. night for gays who
perfer non-alcoholic social activities and
other adults who don't care for the bar
scene. Offering films, pool, bridge,
friends, and more. Call (713) 529-7014 or
write P.0. Box 16041, Houston, TX 77022

GAY AND CATHOLIC? Check our
Dignity/Houston, support for gay
Catholics and their friends. Mass and
pusiness meetings first and third
Thursdays each month. Rap groups every
other Thursday at 8pm,; Rice Catholic Stu-
dent Center, 1703 Bolsover, Houston,Call
(713) 528-7644 or 528-0432.

LAMBDA IS A GAY SOCIAL, educational,
and fellowship group affiliated with First
Unitarian Church; sponsoring workshops,
rap groups, dinners and others projects.
Everyone, religious or otherwise is
welcome. Meeting at 5210 Fannin,
Houston, Fridays at 7:30 pm. Call John
Burch (713) 524-7254.



The Other Side Of Cruising
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but a cowboy hat and jock strap. He walks over to Burns, slaps him
across the room, and walks out again.

7. There is at least one intentionally funny scene when Burns first
learns about kerchief advertising. Since he is working undercover and
naive to dressing for an S & M bar, he has to ask the store clerk about
them. The clerk patiently explains the color codes and the nuances or
left or right pocket. When he explains about yellow, Burns’ shocked ex-
pression and embarrased exit is genuinely funny. Burns says he intends
to go home to decide which one to buy. The clerk’s response is, “I'm sure
you'll make the right choice.” Of course the next bar scene shows Burns
sporting a yellow kerchief in the left pocket.

8. You may be pleased to discover that Cruising is not anti-gay. It s
anti-something, though. Friedkin’s script (as viewed, not the one smug-
gled out of the set last year and reviewed) lacks the artistic focus to even
be truly anti-gay. The dialogue, the inconclusive scenes, and the
character development are so shallow that it would be hard to make a
clear case for the film'’s being either anti-gay, just anti-S & M, or merely
anti-human in general.

9. Then there is the dance sequence where Burns reluctantly accepts
an invitation to dance, takes a hit of amyl nitrate, and takes off into a
comic frenzy of flailing arms and pumping of fists into the air. The
scene is intended to be both a transformation of Burns and an indica-
tion of the lust-filled attention he has created throughout the bar by his
dancing.

10. The best thing about Cruising is appropriately listed last: You'll
be thrilled that it isn't any longer than it is. If you catch that bargain
matinee, you'll have just enough time to make it to your favorite happy
hour, begin to forget about Cruising, and do your own cruising.

[ FULL eouALITY
IN 1980!

In honor of the legendany civil rights pio-
neer €leanor Roosevelt and her 30 year
intimate correspondence with Lorena
Hickok, Melodie Moorehead, M.A. and
Barbara Donaghy have formed the
€leanor Roosevelt Appeal/For Full
€quality. We recognize our sister!
The Full €quality Ordinance is going
back on the Dade County ballot for
round lll. €.R.R./For Full Equality with
CU.R.€. (Congress United For €qual
Rights) are collecting signatures
from Dade voters. As the protec-
tion of all people’s rights are
secured in Dade, the road is
paved for National Legislation.
The deadline for collecting 33,333
signatures and $10,000 to simply
have Gay Rights on the ballot is
January 25, 1980.

So help welcome in the Gay

80's and end the discrimination
of the 70's with a contribution.

Make checks payable to:

€leanor Roosevelt Appeal/For Full €quality
3033 Grand Avenue, Coconut Grove, Florida 33133

Or contact Melodie or Barbara Personally

DADE 446-4826, BROWARD 462-2951
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[J $15(one year) 0 $8(six months)

Enclose $15 for one (1) year or $8 for six (6) months of Up-
front America in your home. Send your check or money order

0 UPFRONT AMERICA
P.O.BOX 66844 |
HOUSTON,TEXAS 77006
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