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A P=SONAL POIJ:i"T OF VIEW LETTERS TO THE EDITOR".., �  .. e o  .... . 
�J.1. 'l ' .!!.I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Dear :::dit□rJ I am a woman. I am a Homosexual. I am 
A d

" t t b . ,·ay not• s a is an mem er-� _ ,,1 a human being. 
often have the pleasLre ofI believe that, in religion as well a.a 
attendin meetings, but I wishin psychiatry, the homoseJCUal is NOT 
to expr�ss some of my opi'l:i.onsconsidered as a human being, and tha'li-
that may be of intsrest forthe fact that the only thing that makes 
d

" • wi· th other members n ff tll i hi l.SCUSSJ.On , a homosexual di eren , . e. 8 sex 
or for presentation in yourpreferance, is forgotten. 
N 1 tt ews e er. Many churches feel that the homosexual 
I have recently become a memberhas chosen his way of life. To me thi& 
of ASK and have since had thei_1:12'id;iculous for the whole9 although it 

t' ·t f d"sc ss1.·ng the • • • . � km oppo r uni y o 1 u may apply in isolated cases. urpose of our Association with Alrich, in her book 11 We Walk Alone", said 
� riends. Their reaction was 1tl?he Homosexual d?nies it, fighte

11 
it., most interesting and may be asuffers it, and finally accepts it. reflection of the attitude 

I, and many other homosexuals, would not seared by outsiders, so to have chosen this way of life, had I had speak. the ehoice. The Homosexual must always It was apparent du ring ourUve a double life; one for his cloeecl discussion that my friends feltcircle and the other for the rest of a great respect and admiration 
the world. If one is ever discovered to towards ASK, but indicated a 
be a hom6sexual, one stands to lose one'a fear of joining such a group 
job• one's friends;, and in the case of because of the danger of expos-
males there is the threat of prison ure especially since some of 
r;entence _and/or blackmail. . the� have attained a certain 
I feel religion is a personal thing and degree ,of success in the busi­is betwee� onesylf and God; not between ness wor�el. In reply to these 
oneseif,a�d one!s church or minister. I, objections, I _stated that it for one, �ind it hard to belieife that a appeared to me mo re logical to 
loving end forgiving God would hold homo join ASK than to risk exposure -sexuality a sin. In the Ten Command- by visiting 11 gay 11 clubs, or by 
manta, the first 1s "Thou Shalt Love the "cruising" in public places. 
Lord Thy God with all thy heart with rs it not the object of ASK to 
all thy eou.l and with all thy mind." The educate homosexuals to accept aecond is "'rhou Shalt Love Thy Neighbour and cope with their problems so 
as thyselt,..l: God 1 s first two Command- as to fit into society and 
ments stress Love; can love then b& obtain the respect of others? 
wrong or sinful? The Churches Views on I personally feel that we can 
homosexu.ality are that the homosexual is do a lot to convince society 
sick and is living in sin.I!fthe•c�eb.:'t,0 accept homosexuals. On the 
is going to close its doors to homosex- other hand, we also have a duty 
ua.ls on these two counts. it a:ppeare to towards society inasmuch as we 
me that this 1s changing everything the must endeavour to behave in 
Church is su1)posed to stand for. The public and avoid offending 
Ohureh says we are all sinners, so why others by irresponsible actions 
a.m I more of a sinner because I am a or behavior. All this sounds 
homosexual? The Church, I always thought a bit prudish, but I assure you 
was there to help sinners. I rea11ie it is not in that frame of mind 
the Church doesn't know or understa11.d that I present these views. 
much about homo1:iexual1ty, but it does I enjoy reading your Newsletter 
surprise me that some churches are taking and I am happy to note that you 
euch a definite stand against hornosex do not hesitate to publish 
.. uality. "Let those amongst you who are articles from experts or report­
without -sin cast the first stone. 11 ers with whom you may not 
I am fortunate in having a. minister who necessarily agree. We might as 
knows I m!l a homosexual, and accepts me well get all opinions, good and 
aa I am• I am allowed to take communion, bad; after all, we are asking 
and have'been asked to join the church. others to listen to us, whether 
I think the Church can help the homo sex- or not they agree with us or 
ual in his every'Cla:, living, but I also share our views. 
feel that 1f one has a personal relation ... I expect to visit Vancouver 
ship with God, one can attend one 1 s own about January 18, and hope that 
church, regardless of its stand on holl1!)... I may have the oppo�tuni ty to 
sexuality, with a clear conac.tence. �� meet other membr::r::, while there. 

looking forward t� the next 
Newsletter, I r-�ain, yours 
sincerely, R.R.D., Montreal,PQ. 




