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by Rev. Dwayne Johnson, Pastor

Sometimes [ wonder whether or not
we take our name for granted. Resur-
rection. It is not just a word. And it is
not just a name. We throw words and
phrases around all the time, not recog-
nizing their real power.

Resurrection: have we really gotten
in touch with what a powerful concept
that 1s?

Resurrection is about coming back
to life. And with Christ, resurrection is
always a possibility. With resurrection,
the old dies and something new is born.
Resurrection is about new direction:
new life.

Sometimes, | try to imagine what it
was like in Houston before Resurrection
was founded in the early seventies. I
imagine GLBT people who had given up
on church, and even more sadly, God,
because they felt excluded. 1 imagine
others who still faithfully attended
church, but were afraid to serve in
leadership positions. Others attended
church with their partner, but sat in
different locations out of fear of being
discovered. It is sad to imagine that
such was once a reality. It was a reality
of spiritual isolation, in many cases spiri-
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sﬁz%When Jesus rose from

the dead it was a miracle
that changed history.
When Resurrection MCC
was founded in the 70s

it was a miracle that

changed lives. b
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tual death.

The founding of Resurrection MCC
was an act of spiritual life. It opened the
door to spiritual life for GLBT people.
Now, there are several churches in the
Houston area where GLBT can openly
serve and worship. Yet Resurrection
was the first and remains the most
visible and aggressive in outreach to the
GLBT community.

The theologian Karl Barth said, “The
dominant question people are asking as
they enter the doors of the church sanc-

tuary is, 'Is it really true?’” The

spiritual writer James Chatham
builds on this question, noting that
people enter the church asking,

“Canl find new life? Is there some

meaning that can redeem the

struggle of my daily world? Is there

a worthwhile purpose behind the

disputes? Canlbecome less angry,

less upset, less volatile? Can I

forgive more easilv? Can I love

more fully, have fun more joyfully?
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fully?

Can I relate to people more meaning-
Can 1 give myself away and
thereby find myself?”

Each week we seek to meaningfully
address such questions. They are ques-
tions of life. And life is what we are all
about!

April 16th is Easter Sunday. Plan
to be here. Invite your family. Invite
your friends. Indeed, we will celebrate
the Resurrection of Christ at 6:30 AM,
9 AMand 11 AM. Yet we will take that
celebration even further by looking at
the unique role we play in sharing the
message beyond usual conventions and
conditions.

When Jesus rose from the dead it
was a miracle that changed history.
When Resurrection MCC was founded
in the 70s it was a miracle that changed
lives. And lives are still being changed.
Thank God we don’t need to imagine a
Houston without Resurrection.

And just imagine. . .even the name
of our church is a miracle!
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“God, In Your Grace,
Transform Our World”

The sermon below was delivered on February 20, 2006
by The Reverend Nancy L. Wilson, Moderator of the
Metropolitan Community Churches, during the only
worship service conducted solely by LGBT people and
their allies at the Ninth Assembly of the World Council

of Churches in Porto Alegre, Brazil,

Abbreviated version of sermon text:

3'1113 week more tharz 4 00(} peaple havc__ .

gathered under one of the most diverse, inclu-
sive “‘tents” the world has ever seen: Chnstlans-

 from 347 denominations literally from around

‘the world, observers and friends from other
 religious traditions, have gathered! We are wor-
bhlpmg, praying, studylng the Bible, listening g

. to each other, engaging sonie of the most press-

\ _ing concerns that face our ever—v.hrmklng globe

today, emenng into conversations actoss bar-
. riers wzllh courage and hope. We Ve come to-

“awe at the tramfo;mmg grace of God.

-~ Metropolitan Community Church comes
ta"l.‘he WCC (World Council of Churches) as a
‘denomination/movement of people whoe have
_been healed and tran Gfgrmed by the powerful
touch ofa IwmgSavwr whose mercy and love
have reached where the institutional church

- would not and could not reach. We bring good

' news to the WCC. good news of spiritual heal-

_ing and of “‘turning the world upside down” that
is happening every day among LGBT people,
our families and friends, and people living with
HIWAJDS .

Itis our expemence in MCC thatthe Chns-
tian Church as awhole, and in the majority, is
_very reluctant to hav? the conversation about

Justice, inclusion and human sexuality. The
_ fact that this WCC Assembly is actually having
such a conversation is a major breakthrough.
‘The fact that our new General Secretary, Dr.

- Samuel Kobia, is willing to speak out about HIV/
AIDS, tell his own story of his family, and

encourage dialogue around human sexuality is
an act of courage and a sign of hope. We are
 grateful for his leadership.

And why are we here? Why are there vis-

ible LGBT and LGBT-friendly people at the

'Aséemblyf? Whyar"é we offering workshops,

‘worship and making our presence felt‘?
First of all, we are here because we do not

‘wish to be segregated or isolated — we are
seeking cemmum%yand feliowshlp Weare here

because we belong here, in the wider commu-
nity of Christians who are seeking to be en-
gaged in the wo;ld that “God so loved” and
because we have a lot to learn from the many

members and friends of the WCC. There is so
- much going on all over the warld 1hal: we need

to undcrqtand ;

~ More than that, we are here because:
Weseek ;usm'e for our people world-wide,

Jjustbasic human rights. T he organization “Hu-

man Rights Watch” recently published an 81

‘page paper entitled “Hated to Death” that docu-

ments the murders of aay men in Jamaica. In the
last 18 months, twelve gay men have been
murdered some of then I—IIWAlDS workers
and Lommumty ‘organizers. No one has been

 held responsible; and no one in the govern-

ment, university or the churches is speakm gup,
- offering support or shelter or help. We are here

_to pubhcly call on the WCC and its member

churches to repudiate violence agamst people

 for their sexuality or their HIV status. Our people

need help, des’peratcly, in Jamaica, and in many
other places all over the globe. '
We are here Sgehng Justice for our fam1-
lies. LGB T people have fmmlles, and 1in many
places in the world, we face injustice, hatredand
violence on a daily basis. The laws of most
countrics discriminate against our relationships,

“ourchildren, our families,

Weare hereto enmumge the church‘es o
do justice within their own communities when
it comes to people with HIV/AIDS, and those

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 2)

who are lesbian, guay, bisexual or
transgender.

~ Bat, truthfully, we did not come just
to ask for help, though we do need help.

We came, even more, because we have

somuchtooffer to the wider Church and
global community: -

1) We have a passion for the gospel
of Jesus Christ, because it is that good
news that hasset us free, and redeemed
and transformed us. We have a story to
tell — of lives that have been saved,
blessed, made whole! Jesusis among us
and with us as we claim our sonship and
daughtership in the community of faith!
We have a testimony about the power of
the Holy Spirit to raise up a church, a
movement. new communities filled with
hope and love. We bring a story of re-
newal and revival in a moment when the
church most needs it!

2) We have come out! And we have
all been changed and transformed by the
experience of coming to terms with our
identities. Our suffering, our struggles,
have been a source of grace and spiritual
growth We have come out of isolation
into community, out of self-hatred, in
some cases, to a sense of healthy self-
esteem. We are ready and able to help
others in their coming out processes. We

are ready to help the church come out of

its denial, homophobia and AIDS-pho-
bia. Coming out itself never killed any-
one, but nof coming out is deadly.

3) Another way of saying thisis that :

we haveembraced truth-telling with new
vigor. The U.S. military has a policv about
lesbiansand gavscalled “Don’task, don’t
tell.” This is an insidious policy that does
not work, and only encourages dishon-
esty and division. In many ways, itis also
the policy of much of the Christian
Church. The onlyway to existasan LGBT
person in most of the churches is to hide
one’s sexuality in a web of shame and
secrets. This hiding is rewarded, while
those who tell the truth are punished. It
is a sick, broken system that prevails at
the highest levels of the church. Itis alien
to the Holy Spirit and to Jesus Christ,
who said, “You shall know the truth and
the truth shall set you free.”

4) We offer.léughter and humor.
One of the ways LGBT people have his-

torically coped with our oppression and
suffering.is to find humorand to give the
gift of laughter. One of my favorite sto-
ries during the years of AIDS activismin

the U.S., when the LGBT community in

particular were protesting the

~ government's inaction about AIDS, tak-

ing it to the streets. As the federal mar-
shals were preparing to arrest us. we
noticed they were wearing large, yvellow
rubber gloves (in ignorant fear of con-
tracting AIDS through casual contact).
Protesters shouted out “Your gloves
don’t match your shoes! Your gloves
don’t match your shoes!” It was hard
even for the federal marshals not to laugh.
Laughing at the ridiculousness of AIDS-
phobia and homophobia has often given
us a sense of our own common humanity
and freedom in the midst of our struggles,

5) There are millions of gifted, tal-
ented, LGBT people all over the world, in
the church, who have so much to offer for
“tikkun olam” — therepair of the world.
None of us, especially not the young
people among us, want to waste any more
of our time debating about our sexuality.
Young people in MCC, and in the wider
LGBT community, are committed to living
and modeling “the holy integration of
sexuality and spirituality.” We want to
offer our minds, hearts, bodies and spir-
its to the unfinished work of the realm of
God here on earth. We want to help “make
poverty history,” and offer our voices
and hearts and souls to the work of peace
and justice-making for all people. We
don’t want to be ghettoized, or hidden in
closets, or fragmented any longer. Justas
Jesus invites us to the table, just as we
are, we challenge all churches to follow
his example.

We come to this “holy ground” of
meeting at the Ninth Assembly of the
World Council of Churches, filled with
hope and love. We expect to make many
new friends. to have moments of encour-
agement as well as discouragement. We
expect to leave here with a new level of
commitment to the common ecumenical
movement, and with a deeper sense of
our unfinished mission.

May the Grace of God, shown so
powerfully in Jesus. and manifested in
the Holy Spirit. inspire us all as we go
forth. Amen!

Resurrection MCC's
Lenten Study Begins
Thursday, March 2nd!

The sixweek study will be held on
Thursday evenings at 8 PM, in the
GatheringPlace. Rev. Janice Ladd will
be the study leader and will be using
the book “Living with the Mind of
Christ” by James Harnish. The book
can be purchased in the Resurrection
Inspirations Book-
store on Sundays.

Each session
features a scripture
reference, a personal
reading and ques-
tions forpersonal re-
flection and group
discussion; sugges-

A LARNEE tions for ways to
deepen the Lenten journey or a focus
for the comingweek are also included.

This studyis based on Philippians
2:1-11 (“Let the same mind be in you
that was in Christ Jesus...”). The goal
is todiscover whatit might look like for
us, in very practical ways, to live with
the mind of Christ.

Yoga Meditation
Classes

March 2nd through April 8th
Thursdays (7 - 8 PM)
Saturdays (9:30 - 11 AM)

Cost: $20 per Six-week Session

"Through a combination of yoga and medita-
tion, individuals will be guided to achieve
harmonious states of being which foster posi-
tive life qualities such as good health, a calm
and stress-free mind, and enthusiasm. "




Resurrection

The Seniors’ Ministry at Resurrection
MCC (the OWLS) exists to offer
Spiritual, Familial, and Social activi-
ties for members and friends of
Resurrection in regularly scheduled
events that address the interests,
needs, and challenges of the partici-
pants in the group.

Calling All OWLS For
A Field Trip!

Wednesday, March 15th,
at12:30 PM.

On March 15th. Resurrection’s
OWLS will visitthe Chua Quan Thau
Buddhist Temple (Texas Guandi
Temple)at 2089 Milby, near the Univer-
sity of Houston. We will meet at the
church at 12:30 PM and carpool to the
temple. The custom of taking shoes off
before entering the temple will be ob-
served. This is a sign of respect.

Admission is free but donations
are accepted. After our self-guided
tour, we will have lunch at Niko-Niko
Greek Restaurant, 2520 Montrose.

Spring Foward
With New Purpos...

Houston Solari Hospice Care
has volunteer opportunities for you!!!
Through the volunteer program you will be part of the
care team for our patients.

Pay the blessings forward. ..
Unentation and training included.

Joz Wiese
T13-664-7120
Joseph.Wiese@SolariHospice.net
Kindness is something you have received and have
e pass on i order to kﬂep.- - 'AHGH.\'MW-'F

Sotari ﬂ{ogpzce Care
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a time for comfort '

"It's Relationships, Saints!"

by Rev. Janice Ladd, Executive Pastor

Easily the best-known line in politics
over the past decade is: "It’s the economy,
stupid!" Bill Clinton’s campaign manager
coined the phrase in an effort to keep the
candidate focused during the long election
campaign. Well, when looking at develop-
ing a growth plan for the church, a plan that
will help Resurrection MCC impact lives,
homes, our community and our world I
think we can sum it up as: “It’s relation-
ships, saints!™

Our mission as a congregation is to
spread the truth about God’s unconditional
love for all people through Christian social
action. We can only accomplish that mis-
sion through relationship. We must begin
with a true integration of God’s love into
our individual lives and from that place of
healing we can integrate love into our rela-

| tionships with each other. If our religion s

not about relationship, it is what Martin
Luther King, Jr. would call, “dry-as-dust
religion.” One relationship at a time, one
connection at a time, we will transform the
world.

In January and February, every leader
of the church developed a personal growth
plan that looked at their connection to God,
self, and others and how that translates
into ministry. Iam proud to announce that
the next phase of development and support
to our leaders has been set for March 25™,
On that Saturday these leaders— the Board
of Directors. full-time staff, clergy, Lay Del-
egates, and Ministry Coordinators — come
together for the first session of a newly
developed leadership program. This pro-
gram will be centered on the concept of

servant leader-
ship. Servantlead-
ership is the will-
ingness to extend
oneself and meet the
needs of another human being so they can
become the best they are capable of becom-
ing. Gandhi once said, “We must become
the change we wish to see in the world.™ At
Resurrection, we realize that if we want to
see healthy relationships in the world, we
must begin by developing healthy relation-
ships with and among ourselves.

This leadership program will become
an annual training to teach us how to pol-
ish, liberate and enable the giftedness of
others. The training workshops will begin
with an overview of the leadership struc-
ture at Resurrection.

Every team member is a vital part of the
whole and every ministry is interconnected.
Therefore relationship building will be key
to the training exercises. We will study the
differences between leading vs. managing;
authority vs. power; and serving vs. de-
manding as we examine various leadership
styles. Skillssuch asclean communication
and conflict resolution will also be explored.
We are committing our resources to pro-
vide our leaders with the tools they need to
accomplish the various ministries of the
church. The tool they need to motivate and
activate others to accomplish our mission
is healthy relationships.

Onerelationship ata time, one connec-
tion at a time we can change the world
because: it’s relationships saints!

*R;e.:ﬁember!

Congregational Forum
- Sunday, March 5th,
at 12: 30 PM, in the Sanctuary

- Seml-Annuai *CongregatlonaléMeetlﬁgf

Sunday, March 19th,
at 12: 30 PM, in the Sanctuary

S




A'DS
c WALK ‘
HOUSTON

March 12, 2006 !
at 8 AM
Sam Houston Park

Register for AIDS Walk Houston
at
aidswalkhouston.org

To join the Resurrection team
go to aidswalkhouston.org.

Click Register
Click on Join a Team ‘

Select Resurrection MCC from
the dropdown list.

Fill in personal information to
register.

' Rothko Chapel Partners
With Resurrection

THE STRUGGLE

FOR TRUTH:

VOICES FROM THE MARGINS

By Rev. Dwayne Johnson, Pastor

[ am thrilled to announce the
results of a recent meeting with a
community leader that will move us
forward in our community leadership.

I met with Alice McCarthy,
Director of Development and Commu-
nity Relations for Rothko Chapel. We
discussed our shared values of mutual
respect related to the differences

| among religions, faiths, and belief

Children of GLBT Parents |

Let’s Talk...

Childrenof GLBT parents have differ-
ent obstacles to face at school and else-
where because of the structure of their
family. This workshop will providethem a
safe place to talk freely.

Theywillalso be given exercises and
activities to work on which will help them
process and talk aboutsome ofthe things
they experience because they have two
mommies or two daddies.

Join us on Saturday, April 29th,
from 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM, in the
Gathering Place. Forinformation, email
weliness@resurrectionmcc.org

systems.

On Wednesday, March 15th, at
7:30 PM a special program will be
presented at Rothko Chapel entitled,
“The Struggle for Truth: Voices
from the Margins.” Resurrection
MCC has been invited to join as one of
the co-sponsors of this event.

This is an exceptional opportunity
for Resurrection to join with a well-
respected Houston institution renown
for its support of equality and diver-
sity. This partnership extends the
message that Resurrection is taking a
leadership role in following Jesus’
teaching to love our neighbors. Being
willing to understand is a key compo-
nent of truly loving—loving as Jesus
taught.

The program will deal with
religion and homosexuality and be
addressed by four gay and lesbian
theologians. Organized religions have
often marginalized and discriminated
against GLBT people. This program
will provide an opportunity to learn

and promote inclusiveness among all
people—GLBT, straight, believers and
seekers. The goal is to make a
positive public impact by promoting
dialogue and greater understanding
within the Houston community.

I’'m excited that one of the panel-
1sts is MCC’s own Dr, Robert Goss,
Senior Pastor of MCC Church in the
Valley in North Hollywood. He is the
author of Jesus ACTED UP: 4 Gay
and Lesbian Manifesto. He is a
challenging writer and teacher known
for creating dialogue that may push
buttons. Yet the result is often a
greater understanding of truth.

I hope to see many of you at what
will prove to be an exciting discussion
and a challenging evening.

The Rothko Chapel, founded by
John and Dominique de Menil, was
dedicated in 1971 as an intimate
sanctuary available to people of every
belief.

The Chapel has two vocations:
contemplation and action. It is a place
alive with religious ceremonies of all
JSaiths, and where the experience and
understanding of all traditions are
encouraged and made available. Action
takes the form of supporting human
rights, and thus the Chapel has become
a rallying place for all people con-
cerned with peace, freedom, and social
Justice throughout the world.




Art of Living
6-Day Course

May 4th - 9th
In the Gathering Place

Thursday 6:30 - 9 PM
Friday 6:30 - 9 PM
Saturday 10 AM - 4 PM
Sunday 2 - 6 PM
Monday 6:30 -9 PM

Tuesday 6:30- 9 PM .

In this fast paced age, where stress
and depression are widespread, their toll
on physical and mental health can be
extremely high. Stress, anxiety and de-
pression are known to be significant fac-
torsin the progression of awide spectrum
ofilinesses ranging from cancer and HIV-
1 infection, toasthmaand cardiovascular
disease.

Sudarshan Kriya® and its accompa-
nying practices (SK&P) are time-honored
stress management/health promotion
techniques whose health benefits are vali-
dated by modern medical science.

Independentresearch has shown
these practices can significantly:

- Reduce levels of stress (reduce
Cortisol - the “stress” hormone)

- Reduce cholesterol

- Relieve anxiety and depression
(mild, moderate and severe)

- Increase antioxidant protection

- Enhance brain function (increased
mental focus and faster recovery
from stressful stimuli)

- Enhance health and well-being
SK&P has many features which
recommend it for the promotion of
health: it is free of unwanted side
defects, cost and staff effective,
holistic, self empowering, and easy
fo learn and practice.

There is a fee required to attend
this course.

For information and to register,
contact the Wellness Ministry at
wellness@resurrectionmcc.org or
call 831-338-8529.

It's Time To Get Ready
For The

4th Annual
Resurrection MCC
Golf Classic

= April 29, 2006
Hermann Park Golf Course

We need VOLUNTEERS to help with pre-tournament
and day of tournament tasks, SPONSORS and
DONATIONS for giveaways.

Contact: Penny Nolan, 713-501-8398 or
acrspenny@aol.com

Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual/Transgender Parenting
Information & Discussion Workshop

March 21st, 6:30 PM
or
March 25th, 10:30 AM

There are manyups and downs that parents face asthey nurtureand care
for theirchildren. Addressingthese issues and others that are specific tothe
Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual/Transgender (GLBT) community will help bring aware-
ness, education and support to those who attend.

Following the educational piece of this workshop, participants will be
askedtoshare and dialogue about their personal experiences and have their
questions addressed.

Joinus onMarch 21st,from 6:30to 8:30 PM or March 25th, from10:30

AM to 12:30 PM, in the Gathering Place. Child care will be provided.




As you read this, my prayer is that
you are wrapped in the warm embrace of
Christ, our Sovereign and Savior. My
goal as Pastor of Celebration is to
facilitate the release of people in their
gifts - to help nurture depths of worship
that will draw all people into God’s
magnificent, loving presence!

I believe worship to be the core
priority in our daily lives. I believe that
we indeed serve a resurrected Christ, and
because of that resurrection, we are free!
Free to worship, free to praise, free to be
called people of God! God is so exciting
and our worship should reflect that
excitement! I love that God has built
within us the need to worship; it is this
supreme union that our existence craves.
Worship is inclusive not exclusive!
Everyone can worship.

Resurrection Metropolitan Commu-
nity Church has been very privileged to
have God’s favor and beautiful anointing
upon them. The leadership of this
church has continued to lead you
towards intimate relationship with God,
while building relationships with each
other.

My prayer is that we leave each
worship celebration having experienced

Greetings In The Name Of
Our Redeemer!

by Rev. Wayne Moore, Pastor of Celebration

such heavenly levels of worship that we
can never remain the same. My heart as
the Pastor of Celebration is to live and
work in perfect unity so that the power of
God'’s presence is released in our church,
in our city, state and nation so all may be
touched by God’s glory.

Our corporate worship experiences
are very exciting times and the way we
worship should not just be a religious
weekly event. Rather, we can be
changed to live a lifestyle of worship no
matter where we are in our day. Like the
woman who poured out costly fragrant

oil, we also bring our costly worshipasa |

sacrifice of praise to God.

David, the ultimate psalmist, spoke
in 2 Samuel 24:24 on the value of worship
offerings. He so beautifully declared, “/
will not bring before my God that which
costs me nothing.” Let us decide today
at Resurrection MCC to be a house of
praise, a place that declares that we will
not bring anything less than our best to
our God and Sovereign!

[ pray that you will join me in
wholeheartedly, sacrificially, deliberately,
with devotion, passion, conviction and
reverence, worship our God in Spirit and
in Truth,

We Congratulate Him On His
New Position As
The Assistant Pastor Of
Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church

Resurrection MCC
Thanks Rev. Ralph Lasher
For His Many Years Of Service.

Resurrec tion MCC
INSPIRATIONS
Bookstore

RE -MODELED
S
"RE-OPENED

Open after 'bo.‘th services
every Sunday!

- Featured Arist:

Billy Stevens

And now =in:’r_rc5d uc:i-fr‘ag e

The Resurrection Inépircﬁons
Bookstore:
Volunteer
Incentive
Program
 For as litfle as a couple of
fimes a month you could save

25-50%onany one (1) itemn,
~ or even 20% off your order!

: See store managei' for details!

Join Us For Adult
Christian Education
&
Scripture Study!

Sundays at 10 a.m.
In the Lease Space

Leader:
Rev. Mona Lopez




The Equality Ministry would like to remind
everyone to vote
in the primaries on Tuesday, March 7th.

Many people say that they don’t think that
just one more vote counts. Here is just some
historical evidence to the contrary.

* In 1999, Leslie Byrne was elected to
the Virginia Senate by 37 votes, less
than one vote per precinct.

Loretta Sanchez was elected to
Congress from California by less
than 4 votes per precinct in 1996.

John F. Kennedy’s margin of victory
over Richard Nixon in 1960 was less
than one vote per precinct.

One vote per precinct passed
woman suffrage in California in 1911.

John Nance Garner (Vice President
under F.D.R.)tried to get the prickly
pear voted in as the state flower of
Texas while he was a state legislator,
but it lost to the bluebonnet...by

one vote.

THE B.nv@u CrrY F’am-‘omme ARTS pre:enfs

SEVENTIES FEVER = GSEAREN |
Tuesday, March 28, 2006, 8 pm SUBSCRIPTION
from 532 to §72
at 30% Savings
TURTLES ON THE BAYOU (713) 521-SING (7464)
Saturday, June 10, 2006, Bpm ' 5
GAFCH with the Tirtle Cres ; £

-

' Bayou Crr,v Women's Chorus O s boma: Jemae H. Joues Hatt

Order Tickets Online at www.bayoucityperformingarts.org

Continental
Airlines

-

PLACE YOUR
AD
HERE!

Call 713-861-9149 ext. 106




... embellished houston
& : Jjewelry, home, garden and gift

A world market at your fingertips. Please Visit

www.embellishedhouston.com
20% off 1st Catalog Order - Mention this Ad

gift registry and gift cards for all of life's celebrations!
Suzette Cotto (281) 852-4280

Place Your Business
Card Here!

$75 for 3 Issues
Call 713-861-9149 ext. 106

Residential Cleaning

AR
alz
House & Pet Sitting

"Pets love their own home, even when you can't be there. "

Serving the Houston Area since 1995 ES

Loyal C. Kletzien
713-942-8816

if your hair isn't
BECOMING TO YOU.
then you should

BE COMING TO ME.

DON GILL STUDIO 911

713-521-091 1
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Houston's only small E

burary hotel. :LANCASTER

HOUSTON

The Lancaster is located in the heart of downtown
Houston's theater and financial districts.

701 Texas Avenue at Lousiana
Houston, Texas 77002

Office: 713-228-9500 Fax; 713-223-4528
Reservations: 1-800-231-0336
Email: infor@lancaster.com

Place Your Business
Card Here!

$75 for 3 Issues
Call 713-861-9149 ext. 106

Dacapo’s B
Bakery & Deli € Q P

Lisa Biggerstaff
Proprietor & Pastry Chef

1141 E 11thSt
Houston, TX 77009
Office: (713) 869-9141 Fax: (713)869-9493

Place Your Business
Card Here!

$75 for 3 Issues
Call 713-861-9149 ext. 106

ROCKIN R RANCH

Your Country Retreat

RV PARK 6 (AMPGROUAD

Debbic Bezdek 16930 WhippoorwillRd  Todd Collins
Pat Pricbe  Navasots, Texas 77868 John Cox

www.rockinrranch.net 36-894-3779
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Celebrate 34 Years of

Meet The New Moderator

by Rev. Dwayne Johnson, Pastor

Resurrection Ministry

Catch

On October 6, 1968 Rev. Troy Perry held
the first Metropolitan Community Church wor-
ship service in his living room in Huntington
Park, Califorma. Resurrection MCC wasnotfar
behind with similar beginnings: our first wor-
ship service was in a Montrose apartment in
Decemberof 1972,

Through the years our history intersected

with Rev. Perry’s history and the history of _

our Fellowship. Rev. Perry was a frequent
guestin Houston. Rev. Troy Perry recently
retired as the first and only Moderator of
MCC.

We now enter a new phase of our story
with the newly elected Moderator Rev. Elder
Nancy Wilsen. Rev. Elder Wilsonwas elected
Moderatorat the General Conference in Calgary
last July. Now, inher first year in office, Rev.
Elder Nancy Wilson is visiting Resurrection
for our 34th Anniversary Celebration on April
29 and 30.

Rev. Wilson describes MCC as a move-
ment of three waves. She says, “The First
Wave, the founding wave, wasnearly 15 years
of wild, expansive, amazing, sometimes reck-
less growth. Our First Wave was marked by
great turbulence, highs and lows, enormous
oppositionand persecution, theological shout-
ing matches, and finding our identity.”

The Second Wave, according to Rev.
Wilson, lasted more than 20 years. “Ttfollowed
on the heels of feminist experiments and bold
calls for dealing with our racial and cultural
challenges.”

The Second Wave also brought HIV and
AIDS. Rev. Wilson observes: “For a commu-
nity so young, even tender. it was nothing less

the

than astonishing the way people threw
themselves, heroically, into the footpath of
this disease: caring for the sick and dying,
and comforting partners, friends and fami-
lies. We buried an inordinate number of
members, pastors and lay leaders. The rest
of us tried not to be buried by grief and
exhaustion. That MCC did not collapse
under the weight of it all is a miracle.”

Rev. Wilsondescribes the Third Wave
as an opportunity to do God’s work in “an
unfinished world.” She says, “Here we are,
on the brink of something—something pal-
pable—waybeyond mere survival.. . There
is somuchlefttodo. ..So many who stilldo
not know. People of all ages, races, cul-
tures, languages, genders, who still do not
knowthat God loves them and created them
to be “fruitful” and to have abundant life.
Jesus lived and died and rose because he
wanted us to live abundantly and to give
abundantly of ourselves.”

Third
Wave!

April/May 2006

Onour34th Anniver-
sary Sunday, April 30,
you will have an oppor-
tunity to be inspired by
Rev. Elder Nancy Wilson as she
guestpreachesat9AMand 1 1 AM. Thave
heard Rev. Elder Wilson preach at many
conferences as well as when she was Pastor
of MCC Los Angeles. Sheisanelectrifying
and challenging preacher. Don't miss her
powerful message for us.

Rev. Wilson is notonlya great preacher,
she is warm and accessible in her style.
Following the 11AM service the Board of
Directors will serve you at a very special
Taste of Resurrection meal prepared by our
Loaves and Fishes ministry. Then, comes
Meet the Moderator. You will have an
opportunity to ask questions to get to know
vour new Moderator. You will have an
opportunity to share your dreams for our
worldwide movement and how Resurrection
is a part of this movement. Youwillhave an
opportunity to ask her any questions.

I'm excited that Resurrection MCC isa
partof something bigger than ourselves. I'm
excited that our passion meets the world’s
needs. Rev. Wilson says, “We are needed:
our hands, our hearts, our creativity. All the
lessons we learned and lived in MCC’s First
Wave and in the Second Wave are still des-
perately needed in our world today.”

Our 34 years of ministry in Houston give
us cause to celebrate. They are also a chal-
lenge to us to continue to “Catch the Wave”
with faithful passion and renewed energy.

The Monrhly News.‘ettr oRsretin LS
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Come Out And Play!

.?-

A Resurrection member relaxing at the 2005 Golf Classic

4th Annual
Resurrection MCC Golf Classic

April 29, 2006
Hermann Park Golf Course

This year's Golf Classic is dedicated to the memory of Jane Taylor.

We need VOLUNTEERS to help with pre-tournament and day of tournament
tasks, SPONSORS and DONATIONS for giveaways.

For more informatio and to register,
call Penny Nolan, 713-501-8398 or email acrspenny@aol.com

Resurrection’s 'EQUALI’I‘Y Mlnlstry
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Can You Feel [t

Beyond
Brokeback...

There is excitement in the air!
Can you feel it? The Season of Lent
at Resurrection has been nothing
short of inspirational. The journey
began at the Ash Wednesday service
where something was quite different
at the altar.

The cross, which normally sets at
a distance, had been brought down
and leaned against our communion
table. At the foot of the cross was a

66 Resurrection is
RISING UP
to new life!

Resurrection is
RISING UP
to new challenges! ¢«

desert pool of rock and sand. The
symbolism of the 40-day passage in
the wilderness was hard to miss. But
as you got closer and allowed your-
self to experience the cross, you
found an oasis of water surrounded
by light.  What a radiant image of
hope for the road ahead. And that
was just the beginning.

Then for five Sundays, Rev.
Dwayne brought powerful messages
from his “Beyond Brokeback™ series.
He took the tragic story of Jack and
Ennis and showed us all through

S — i

By Rev. Janice Ladd, Executive Pastor

scripture how a relationship with God
can keep us from settling into old
paradigms of fear.

He challenged us to move from
thinking we are cursed to knowing we
are a blessing. We were invited to
progress from a position of exclusion
to become a place of inclusion. And
when we feel we are asked to be
silent, we are to stand as a bold
witness. Our journey from immobili-
zation to action and isolation to
connection will empower our lives,
our church, and our community.

During the “Beyond Brokeback™
series, the music within the services
took on a spiritual essence that was

almost tangible. Healing began in our
church and in our individual lives. 1
have spoken to so many whose lives
have been impacted during this time.
Some people took the Lenten challenge
to give up something or they took on
something new or even attended the
Lenten group study. In their willing-
ness to be vulnerable and open, many
found God met them there in a brand
new way.

I simply cannot wait until Holy
Week and Easter. Resurrection is
RISING UP to new life! Resurrection
is RISING UP to new challenges!

Yes, there is excitement in the air!
Can you feel it?

Attend A Spiritual Gifts Class

Sunday, May 5, at 1 PM
Saturday, August 5, at 10 AM
Sunday, November 5, 1 PM

Veronica Franklin, Scott Easterly and
Paul Spiller will lead this workshop called
“Who Am I?" The workshop is designed
to help participants identify their Spiritual
Gifts and discover their personal pas-
sions for ministry. This workshop is of-
fered to everyone — members, friends,
and visitors. To attend, just call 713-861-

9149 ext. 100 and leave your name.

Make A Commitment To Connect!

| Attend A New Members Class

Sunday, Junei1, at 1 PM
Saturday, September 2, at 10 AM
Sunday, November 19, 1 PM

Rev. Janice Ladd guides the partici-
pant to learn the mission, vision, and
values of Resurrection MCC, to discover
our connection to the world through our
affiliation with the Universal Fellowship of
Metropolitan Community Churches, and
to join this family in purpose, service, and
fellowship. To register, call 713-861-
9149 ext 104.

e —————— >:3%,____.,__ ———




Are You SPRY?

The Montrose Counseling Center and
Legacy Community Health Services now have
asenior program, called SPRY. “SPRY™ stands
for Seniors Preparing for Rainbow Years.

The Montrose Counseling Center is one of
11 organizations nationwide to receive a grant
award from the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) to
provide mental health services to older adults in
need. Under the grant, the SPRY Program will be
ableto provide FREE professional mental health
and support services for GLBT persons who are
age 60 and older, including assessment, peer
support, counseling, case management, and
psychiatry.

According to The National Gay & Lesbian
Task Force, several studies of nursing home
administrators, Area Administration on Aging
directors, and of other health care providers,
show widespread homophobia among
caregivers.

In addition, many GLBT seniors grew up in
a time when sexual orientation was considered
either a crime or a mental illness, and in an era
when people just didn’t discuss personal is-
sues/problems with eutsiders. Many continue
to stigmatize mental health.

The Task Force concludes that, “many
(GLBT seniors) retreat back into the closet,
reinforcing isolation.”” And isolation is an issue
facing all seniors. Growing older may be a
difficult and lonely time for Gay, Lesbian, Bi-
sexual and Transgender seniors. But you are not
invisible, and you shouldn’t have to go back into
the closet, just because yvou are getting older and
may need help.

If you would like to find out more about the
SPRY Program ormeet with an outreach worker
who can help you with a needs assessment, call
Montrose Counseling Center at 713-529-0037
(and press0) or call Legacy Community Health
Services at 713.830.3025.

If you call Montrose Counseling Center,
you may either tell the receptionist that you
would like to speak witha SPRY outreachworker,

or go ahead and schedule an intake with a |
licensed therapist. After the intake, you will be |
assigned to a counselor and/or case manager |

who will contact you to schedule an appoint-
ment that is convenient for you.

If you prefer, you may leave a confidential
message at the Legacy Community Health Ser-
vices number, and someone will call you back.

Come Out And Cheer For Your
Resurrection Angels!

Resurrection Angels Softball Team
Spring 2006 Schedule

2 Sunday, April 23rd
4 pm - Ya Ya Sisters vs Resurrection Angels (Field 1)
5 pm - Resurrection Angels vs lllusions (Field 1)

Sunday, April 30th
Mid-Season Tournament

Sunday, May 7th
4 pm - Resurrection Angels vs Foul Play (Field 1)
5 pm - Resurrection Angels vs Vortex (Field 1)

Sunday, May 21st
4 pm - AssistHers vs Resurrection Angels (Field 1)
5 pm - Resurrection Angels vs Ya Ya Sisters (Field 2)

Sunday, June 4th
4 pm - OC vs Resurrection Angels (Field 1)
5 pm - Resurrection Angels vs High Frequency (Field 4)

Sunday, June 11th
4 pm - Blaze vs Resurrection Angels (Field 1)
5 pm - Illusions vs Resurrection Angels (Field 1)

All regular games will be played at
Slo-Pitch City '
1826 Gault Rd, Houston, TX 77039
(281) 442-7003
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Art of Living
6-Day Course

May 4th - 9th
In the Gathering Place

Thursday- 6:30 pm - 9 pm
Friday- 6:30 pm - 9 pm
Saturday- 10 am - 4 pm
Sunday- 2 pm -6 pm
Monday- 6:30 pm - 9 pm
Tuesday- 6:30pm -9 pm

There is a fee required to attend
this course.

For information and to register,
contact the Wellness Ministry at
wellness@resurrectionmcc.org or
call 832-338-8529.

“This is aninteractive workshop of 18 hours
spread over 6 days. Extremely effective and revo-
lutionary techniques are taught which help an
individual deal with the day-to-day stresses of life,
thereby promoting a better quality of life and
increased happiness and peace. The highlight of
the course is the revitalizing breathing process
known as the Sudarshan Kriya®’, which releases
stress and toxins at the physical, mental and
emotional level, promoting better health on all
these levels.”

Calling all Children!

B
I

The children’s choirs will be
presenting the musical
“"We're Goin' Fishin”
on June 11thl!
Rehearsals will begin on

Sunday, April 237, at 10:15 AM,
in the activities building.

All children are invited to participate!

Come get "caught up” in God's lovel

Wow! Resurrection is definitely a
place in which God dwells! I'have just
completed my first full month here, and
I stand in awe of the way that God
works in and through the lives of each

i of you. I am blessed to be able to serve

here and look forward to many more
days of service.

There are many exciting things on
the horizon for Resurrection MCC, and
Iinvite you to get involved. Celebration
is on the MOVE!

Please mark your calendars for
May 21, 2006. Our 11 AM service
will be designated as Youth Sunday.
We are reaching out to the Gay/Straight
Alliances in the area high schools, and
the LGBT Student Organizations in the
area colleges and universities. This is
going to be an exciting service in which
1 hope we see our seats overflowing
with young people.

We also have Houston Pride
coming up quickly! We are planning
to be an exciting and demanding pres-
ence in the parade and welcome your
participation as well. We are still in
need of volunteers in every aspect of
the Pride festivities; so if you are inter-
ested in helping, please contact me at
713-861-9149 ext. 109.

Another exciting event that
T hope you will plan to attend is
a concert! Clark Erickson
and I will be in concert on
Saturday, April 29th, at 7PM,
as a part of the 34"™ Anniver-
sary Celebration weekend.
Clark is a native Houstonian, a
brilliant pianist and composer.
Currently Clark is on staff at the
University of North Texas and
is the staff pianist for Promise
MCC in Dallas, Texas. Clark
has been a featured pianist for

| Am Blessed By You...

by Rev. Wayne Moore, Pastor of Celebration

such artists as Maynard Ferguson and
Diane Schuur. This will be an event that
you will not want to miss.

In my daily reading today, God
spoke through the words of the proph-
ets and the psalmists. In particular,
Moses and David; in reading in Exodus,
Moses, realizing his need for God, makes
a very special plea of God. Moses says
to the Almighty in Exodus 33:15, “If
Your Presence does not go with us, do
not send us from this place”.

Those words sprang off of the
pages of my tattered Bible and into my
spirit. THATNEEDS TOBE MY DAILY
PRAYER!!! God, if Your Presence
does not go with me, than I am going
to just stay put! I began to focus on
what life would be like without the
Presence of God, and this is what I
saw.

Without God’s Presence, there
would be dimness, never light; silence,
never sound; music without a tune;
despair in place of hope; fear instead of
love; evil conquering good. The very
thought of a day, an hour, a minute, a
second without Jehovah Shammah (He-
brew meaning the Lord is there) is more
than frightening.....it is devastating.

The peace that I feel in knowing
that God is always with
me is enough to make
me say daily, God, if
Four Presence does
not go with me, than I
am going to just stay
put! God Ithank You,
for Your Presence, in
my life and in the life
of our church.

Wow! Resurrec-
tion isdefinitelyaplace
in which God always
dwells!
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Need A Break?

Attend Our
GLBT Parent Social

Saturday, May 13th
11:30AMto 1:30 PM
IntheGathering Place

Child Care will be available!

The Wellness Ministry will be providing pizza.

All GLBT Parents and Parents-To-Be are
invited to attend.

YOU MUST register attendance with

ARE YOU READY TO SHARE YOUR GIFTS?

wellness@resurrectionmcc.org.

Hallelujah! Praise God in the holy house of worship, and
under the open skies; Praise God for awesome acts of
power, and for magnificent greatness; Praise with a blast
on the trumpet, praise by strumming soft strings; Praise
God with castanets and dance, and with banjo and flute;
Praise God with cymbals and a big bass drum; with fiddles 4
and mandolin. Let every living, breathing creature praisef

GOD! Hallelujah! (Psalm 150)

HAS YOUR INSTRUMENT BEEN STORED IN
. THE CLOSET FOR FAR TOO LONG?

RESURRECTION’S
MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEEDS
YOU!

We are exploring the possibility of forming an
orchestra and are seeking all instruments,
strings, woodwinds, brass, and percussion. I
encourage you to pray about how you can help
to enhance the worship here at Resurrection
MCC with your gift of music.

If you are interested, please, please, please email
Rev. Wayne Moore at
revwm(@resurrectionmec.org or call
713-861-9149 ext. 109
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Cool Beachouse Rental in
- West Beach Galveston!

Sleeps 7 & Awesome Deck
All Amenities

Janet 832-202-4037
Deborah 713-894-4602

www.galvestonseaisie.com

Let Your Magical Cleaning Fairy
Make Your Dirt Dlsappear'

Call Henry 2 (@ A=
at 281-732-0645 A0k

| can handle all you Spring Cleaning

and House Clecming Needs

if your hair isn't

BECOMING TD YDU.
then you should

BE COMING TO ME.

DON GILL sSTUDIO 911

713-521-0911
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Cabana Tans

1362 A West 43rd
Houston, Texas 77018
(713) 682-9595

Residential Cleaning

House & Pet Sitting

"Pets love their own home, even when pou can't be there."”
Serving the Houston Area since 1995

Loyal C. Kletzien
713-942-8816

| Dacapo’s
Bakery & Deli

Lisa Biggerstaff
Proprietor & Pastry Chef

1141 E 11thSt
Houston, TX 77009

713.864.9167 » fax 713.691.1628 » generuple@ev1i.net
503 Melbourne » Houston. TX 77022

Picin Specials? Office: (713) 869-9141 Fax: (713)869-9493
Tanningand Spray tans
DECORATING /? ¥ .%;? e %k% FASHION SHOWS WCHIM 4 NCH .
LIGHTING 11 LS (UA THEME PARTIES | _
SCENERY }éﬁ;g -"%5 \ CONFERENCES & Your Country Retreat g
STAGING % PAGEANTS
DESIGN 4 YL | EXHIBITS RV PARE: & (AMPGROVAD
o £ U o k=08 8 Nci ninin _
Gene Ruple 16930 Whippoorwill Rd  Todd Collins
PRESIDENT Nava.sota, Texas 77868 Johs Cox

www.rockinrranch.net 936-894-3779
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