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OUTSMART welcomes your letters. Please
include your name and address and a tele-
phone number for confirmation to print. Let-
ters may be edited for length. OutSmart Maga-
zine 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006.
FAX number 713-522-3275.

GAY PRIDE WEEK

We, the Executive Committee of Lesbian/Gay Pride
Week 1994, wish to express our gratitude to the
community for its support in making this year's
HouStonewall 25 celebration such a success.

We thank all of you who aligned with us in
giving to our community a well-rounded lineup of
activities and events. As a result, the community
responded with many events enjoying sold-out or
“standing room only” crowds. Out of your partici-
pation, many nonprofit organizations, including our
own, were able to raise funds to continue with their
projects.

To the many volunteers who assisted us with
the mailouts, fund-raising events and the various
activities during Pride Week, we sincerely appreci-
ate your time, energy and enthusiasm. We feel we
have made many friends and invite you to continue
to join us as we begin planning for Gay/Lesbian Pride
Week 1995.

Our general meetings are held on the third
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. at the Metropolitan
Multi-Service Center at 1475 West Gray. We look
forward to seeing you there,

—Ray Ramirez and Julie Siska
Co-Chairs LIG Pride Week 1994

RADIO GAYS

The volunteer programmers of Lesbian & Gay Voices
want to express our thanks to Steven Fosterand the
folks at OutSmart for the article on the show that
appeared in the June/july issue. The article captured
the essence of the program, which “Brings the
Lesbian and Gay Community as close as your radio.”
Your continuing support of the program means a lot
to us.

There are just a few corrections to make: Our
producer’s name is Donna Garnier (not Gonier). A
lot of the credit for the quality of the program is due
to her efforts. The show that preceded Lesbian &
Gay Voices, that was co-hosted by Jack Valinski and
myself, was Wilde ‘n’ Stein (as in Oscar Wilde and
Gertrude Stein).

We also want to make sure proper credit is
given to Mary Helen Merzbacher. Mary Helen, a
former General Manager of the station, does a
regular musical segment on the program where gay
& lesbian artists such as the Flirtations, Romanosky
and Phillips, Holly Near, Libby Roderick, Ann Reed,
Jamie Anderson, Phranc and many more are fea-
tured. These are very talented musicians who get
little (to no) airplay elsewhere. She is an integral part
of the program and her contribution to the show is
very valuable and appreciated. She also can be heard
on Sounds of Texas and The World on Tuesday
mornings from 9 a.m. to |2 noon. She often includes

the work of lesbian and gay performers on that

program, as do several other programmers on
KPFT.

We also need to express appreciation to the
other volunteers on the program. Suzanne Ander-
son who was featured in the article is just one of the
collective of people who help make the show pos-
sible. Also contributing are Melody Blake, Brian
Bradley, Cindy Freedman, Graham Herrick, Judith
Meyer, Juan Palomo, Estella Ruiz, Zachary Steele,
Cynthia Thomas and Rebecca Thompson. Addition-
ally we feel it is important to recognize the staff at
KPFT for their assistance. We also want to acknowl-
edge our listeners who support the program with
the payment of their pledges. As listener-spon-
sored, we are dependent on the financial support of
the community; their commitment keeps us on the
air. We are commercial free but hold on-the-air
fund drives three times a year. The generous contri-
butions of our listeners have given Lesbian & Gay
Voices one of the best pledge-to-payment records at
the station.

Lastly, we want to extend an invitation to
everyone who would like to become a volunteer
with the program to contact us. Free training pro-
vided by the station will take place in late July or
August. The time commitment can be as little as a
few hours a week. Folks are needed on air and/or
behind the scenes. We can be reached through our
voice mail number at 289-2700.

—Deborah Bell
Lesbian & Gay Yoices
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Editor’s note: It's also been brought to our attention that
Ray Hill, far from leaving the station “on the brink of
failure,” was instrumental in the finandal stability of
KPFT long after his departure. Watch for Steven
Foster’s continuing examination of Gays and Lesbian
in the Media series, induding coverage of the contribu-
tions of Hill, Mary Helen Merzbacher, Juan Paloma and
others, in next month’s OutSmart.

EL PASO TIMES

DESERVES YOUR SUPPORT

I'm writing you to ask a special favor on behalfof the

gay and lesbian community of El Paso. The Texas

Human Rights Foundation recenty received an

urgent request from Lambda Services of El Paso.

On June 26, 1994, the El Paso Times (a Gannett
Group daily newspaper for El Paso) for the first
time ran a wedding announcement on behalf of a
gay El Paso couple: Rob Knight and Alex Herrera
were married on April 22, 1994. The Times cited
their policy of recognizing individual liberties and
equality in making the decision to begin running
such announcements. Dionicio Flores, the editor
and publisher of the newspaper, stated: “The El
Paso Times' editorial policy is built on the principle
that we are all equal, and we should all enjoy the
same privileges.”

The newspaper’s decision has been met with
hostility from the radical right, and the newspaper
is being inundated with calls in oppostion to the
practice.

We need supporters from across Texas to
counterbalance the hostile calls the Times has been
receiving! Help us get the word out to all Texans
who believe in equal rights: Please contact the El
Paso Times today, express your support for their
policy of publishing same-sex union announce-
ments, and have a friend do the same!

You can express your support in any one of
three ways:

« Call in and dictate a letter of support: —
Call Dionicio Flores, Publisher and Editor, at |-
800-351-6007, ext. 6420,

* Write a letter to the editor: —Letters to
the Editor, El Paso Times, P. O. Box 20, El Paso,
TX 79999

» Faxa letter to the editor:—Fax to 915-546-
6415.

* You can also express your support to Rob
Knight and Alex Herrera, and to Lambda Ser-
vices of El Paso, by calling (915) 562-GAYS or
563-4297.

Time is of the essence, so please contact the
El Paso Times today!

—Michael H. Garbino
Acting Executive Director
Texas Human Rights Foundation

More Letters continued on page 6
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LETTERS
Continued from page 4

RE: CLINTON'’S MILITARY
DISASTER: ONE YEAR LATER
The blatant Republican Party line followed by Dale
Carpenter is what is chilling if we use the analogy in
the film Broadcast News. The charge that Bill Clinton
has perpetrated some fraud is sheer nonsense!
Congress with the leadership of Senator Nunn
formulated that policy and the President was forced
to accept it. What the President originally proposed
was completely changed.

Mr. Carpenter may be a competent attorney
and a persuasive writer for Republican causes but he
misses the political, historical and legal ramifications
of the whole issue of gays in the military.

The statement that the old policy had a “com-
prehensible simplicity™ is a telling statement indeed.
These are the words of a man who has obviously
never read Randy Shilts’ Conduct Unbecoming; | have
readitand it turns my stomach. It has been the policy
of the U.S. government for decades to systemati-
cally root out gays and lesbians and harass and
humiliate them in any manner possible. Most of
those “manners" were reprehensible and disgust-
ing. To even imply that the old policy is better, which
is Mr. Carpenter's implication, is a most disturbing
statement!

None deny that the newpolicyis a tangled web
of imbecilities and irrationality.” Indeed that is the
most compelling part about it. It provides cannon
fodder indeed to those who have reason to file
lawsuits against the military,

Did anyone think that the election in 1994
made Bill Clinton the dictator of the U.S.} Policy
works in Les Aspin’s office released the text of the
new policy in their unsecured computers. The press
and Congress gota hold of it and the rest is history.
| find it indeed strange that Mr., Carpenter is re-
pulsed by Bill Clinton and has bad words for Al Gore
but not a single word of recrimination for Senator
Nunn who orchestrated the whole response to the
premature release of Clinton policy.

There is no assurance that, had the policy not
been prematurely released, it would have fared any
better. The sad truth is that we in the gay and lesbian
community simply do not have the power in con-
gress to force them to deal with our issues in a fair
and sensible manner.

Mr. Carpenter quotes the New York Times as
saying that gay service men and women are worse
off now that they were under the old ban! | do not
know who made the New York Times an expert on
theaffairs of gay men or lesbians or what sort of data
they used to make that statement but | suspect that
itis nothing more than anecdotal opinion that does
not impress me in the light of all the years of
previous oppression. Am | to understand that Mr.
Carpenteractually believes that the military will love
us now or in some near future? He seems to be
blaming Clinton because of the gay backlash! Such a
homophobic reaction ill represents our community.
There will be backlashes as long as there are hate
mongers in positions of power and that may be a
very long time, so get prepared!

Mr. Carpenter alleges that Clinton should
have massed a public response to Senator Nunn's
attacks. Elected with less than 50% of the vote after
a bitter election, you tell me what political capital

Clinton had? He was then and is now under con-
stant attack by the likes of Republicans like Mr.
Carpenter who either do not know or ignore the
political realities and in fact blatantly disregard the
facts.

Public debate over our issues as well as all
other civil rights issues do not necessarily foster
only love and understanding. Often the bitterness is
more intense as the change is taking place. Look at
the position of women. As more and more women
take their places and exercise their rights they are
maligned even more viciously. Young, Anglo males,
born to expect privilege and respect in our society,
only to find themselves gay and thus treated as
pariahs, have a hard time understanding the dynam-
ics of political and social reality in this country. They
often don't understand being treated as the misfits
of society. They lash out in frustration. Other
minorities such as women and people of color know
we “ain’t gonna get the whole cake the first time
around.” We know we have to keep working on it
and we know that bashing Bill Clinton is not the way
to “keep working on it!"

Clinton appointed an open lesbian to a high
political office and stood behind that appointment
because that was an issue he could win. That is
where stands are made in politics. Going down in
flames may look good in the movies but it does not
advance our cause one jota to lose the most
sympathetic president we have ever had. Roberta
Achtenburg'’s appointment was an important mile-
stone. What do you want to bet that Mr. Carpenter
would, in his rush to bash Bill Clinton, rather that we
forget that?

The truth remains that the administration of
Bill Clinton is much better than either that of
Reagan or Bush. Increased AIDS research funding,
an open lesbian appointed to high office, plans for a
comprehensive health care bill, as well as women's
health issues that were totally ignored in previous
years are now on the front burner. The years of
neglect by the previous Republican administrations
are tough to overcome in one year! We have
several years of hard work ahead and my hope is
that Mr. Carpenter will put his shoulder to the
wheel and help the rest of us get it done rather than
sit in his ivory tower and pontificate about the lack
of perfection in Democratic presidents when his
Republican presidents did not even try to accom-
plish as much,

| submit to OutSmart that Mr. Carpenter's
brief at the bottom of the article should read, “The
opinions in this article are the opinions of a Repub-

lican Party fellow traveler."” To let him masquerade
as an unbiased writer who happens to be a board
member of HGLPC is a travesty, and his blatant use
of both these positions to espouse the Republican
Party line is behavior which | too could describe by
saying, “Tom Grunick, we hardly knew ye."
—Pat Gandy

mwhamwmwmqmwofnm
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0 recent and newly elected member of the State Democrotic Executive
Committee representing Senate District 6.

DALE CARPENTER REPLIES:
Her polemic against Republicans aside, Ms. Gandy has
two substantive points: |) that the compromise on gay
military service is not Clinton’s fault, and 2) that, in any
case, Clinton has done some good things for gays so we
should stop whining. First, it's true there is plenty of
blame to go around for the compromise. Some of it goes
to Sam Nunn, of whom | was critical in the June artide.
But the buck stops with the President, who is responsible
for the implementation of his policies and promises. Ifhe
had mounted a competent and vigorous campaign to
end the gay ban, and been thwarted by a recalcitrant
Congress, we'd have a different story to tell. Moreover,
we could have expected an unprincipled stand from the
many sources who opposed ending the ban. We could
have expected half-hearted support from some of our
other “friends" in government. We justly expected more
from Clinton, given his full-throated campaigning on the
issue. Second, Clinton may have done some good things
for gays (though even on the issues Ms. Gandy lists, as
well as others, his record is pock-marked), but the gays-
in-the-military issue was a centerpiece of his appeal to
gays. Thus, we are entitled to make it a centerpiece of
our evaluation of him. Besides, saying he’s done some
good on other issues won't whitewash the harm done on
this one. A general evoluation of his presidency awaits
another article.

| doubt the vast majority of Republicans would see
my criticism of Clinton os towing any recognizable
“Republican line.” Maintaining a critical distance from a
Democratic president doesn’t make one ipso facto a
Republican lackey, as any member of Act-Up will tell you.

Finally, although | may be a “fellow traveler,” to
use Ms. Gandy’s colorful McCarthy-era phrase, | am not
now, and have never been a card-carrying member of
the Republican Party. If subpoenaed, | will not name

names.
—Dale Carpenter

SPEAKYOUT

Here's your chance to voice your opinion. Right or wrong, weak or strong—we want to know what you’re thinking. Fax
your response, with or without your comments, your name and/or contact information, to 713/522-32 75, or mail to
OutSmart Magazine/SpeakOut, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston TX 77006.

July marks the one-year anniversary of the Don’t ask, don’t tell, don’t pursue policy adopted by the
Clinton Administration regarding the ban on gays and lesbians in military service. Are you satisfied
with President Clinton's outreach to the gay and lesbians in the military, and the community at

large, since this time?

— Very satisfied. You go, Bill! Love to Hillary!

—Satisfied. He's done more for us than any other President.

— Undecided. What's his deal with Barbra Streisand?

— Mildly dissatisified. Watch yourself, Bill. Decision '96 is only 700 or so Happy Meals away.

— Very dissatisfied.
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New Listngs

Architectural Digest Montrose Alert!
“Eat your heart out!” 3 Bedroom 2 Full Baths
2 Bedroom, 2 Car Garage Remodeled
Professionally Decorated Central A/C & Heat
Glass Bricks in Bath

Landscaped by “Horizon"
Home is Flawless!
A great buy at only

SIS0 B8 8484

315 W. Alabama » Suite 101 « Houston *» 77006

Huge Closet in Master
Call today for information.
$114,900

Church of the Resurrection

Rev. Carolyn Mobley-Assistant Pastor

F Metrap olitan Communi

Rev. John Gill-Pastor

SUNDAY WORSHIP...
8:30 AM, Holy Eucharist Worship
10:45 AM, Traditional Worship(Service Signed)
6:00 PM, PRAISE- Evangelical Worship

"ABUNDANT LIFE" BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays, 7:00 PM
"EMPOWERMENT" HIV SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesdays, 6:30 PM

713-861-9149

1919 Decatur Houston, TX 77007
(Washington @ White. . .between Studemont & Houston Ave.)

\
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AL E N B

If you are part of a group or have a function that

you would like listed in our calendar, please send
announcement by the Ist of the month to:
CALENDAR EDITOR, OutSmart Magazine, 3406
Audubon, Houston, TX 77006. Inclusion in the
calendar is based upon general interest to our
readers, space availability and the whims of the
editorial staff,

COMMUNITY EVENTS
AND MEETINGS

jary

16 RICE UNIV. GAY & LESBIAN
ALUMNI ASSOC. (Houston chapter), will
have a dinner social, 7:30 pm, Spaghetti Ware-
house, 901 Commerce at Travis. Please RSVP to
Don Baker at 523-0170.

17 HOT TROPICALAFTERNOON,
a fundraiser to benefit Omega House and Loving
Arms, will feature entertainment and silent and
live auctions, 4-8 pm, Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza,
2222 West Loop South. Tickets are $30. Tropi-
cal attire encouraged.

19 EROTIC CHOICES IN SAFER
SEX WORKSHOP explores the options of
safer sex and sensuality through discussion and
games, 7-9 pm, AIDS Foundation Houston, 3203
Weslayan, 623-6796.

PRIDE COMMITTEE OF HOUSTON, gen-
eral meeting, 7 pm, Metropolitan Multi-Service
Center, 1475 West Gray, 529-6979.

20 WHY ARE FAGS STILL
FUCKING WITHOUT CONDOMS?,a no-
holds-barred discussion sponsored by the Men's
Network for gay and bisexual men, 7-9 pm,
Montrose Counseling Center, 701 Richmond,
529-0037.

LAMBDA ROLLERSKATING, “Tank Top
Night," 8-10 pm, Dairy Ashford Roller Rink, 1820
S. Dairy Ashford at I-10. Admission is $5. 933-
5818.

21 MONTROSE ICE PICKS for les-
bian/gay ice skaters, 8-10 pm, Galleria Ice Rink,
5015 Westheimer, admission is $5 plus $2 for

skates, wear purple clothing or your favorite gay/
lesbian T-shirt.

FREE PRESENTATION ON HIV/AIDS for
anyone who wants factually based information on

8 Outrsmart = July 15 - August 14, 1994
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6 at The Skyfine Theater,

HIV infection, transmission and prevention (30
minute video will be included), 6:30-7:30 pm,
Greater Houston Area Red Cross, 2700 South-
west Freeway at Kirby, 526-8300.

22 LAMBDA ROLLERSKATING,
outdoor skate, 6 pm, Memorial Park Picnic Loop,
look for the Lambda Rollerskating Club banner.
933-5818.

FELLOWSHIP FRIDAY, fun and games with
fellow Christians, begins at 7 pm, Metropolitan
Community Church of the Resurrection, 1919
Decatur, 861-9149.

22-24 AIDS MASTERY WORKSHOP,
a weekend workshop exploring the emotional,
psychological and spiritual issues surrounding
HIV for those infected and affected by AIDS. Fri.
6:00 pm, Sat. & Sun. all day. Sponsored by
Northern Lights Alternatives. Call 523-8711 to
register.

23 A GIANT RUG SALE, proceeds
benefit People With AIDS Coalition of Houston,
8:30 am to 2:00 pm, The Clubhouse at
Cherryhurst Park (the corner of Windsor and
Missouri, one block north of Lobo).

23-24 MIDNIGHT COMICS presents a
book-signing by Houston-area comic book art-

Ists and writers, Sat.: 2 pm-midnight, Sun.: noon-
8 pm, 13155 Westheimer at Synott, 293-0226.

24 MONTROSE SOFTBALL
LEAGUE vs. Houston Firefighters, | 2 noon - 5
pm, Memorial Park Diamond #1, $2 donation
requested to benefit Pride Week, 529-6979.

25 THE AGORA monthly meeting,
7:30 pm, Multi-Service Center, 1475 West Gray,
729-4267.

FOODFORHEALTH: NUTRITIONAND
HIV. Richard Elbein, RD, will focus on the issues
of basic nutrition as well as the important
nutritional needs facing persons living with HIV
disease. 7-9 pm at Montrose Library (upstairs),
4100 Montrose. Sponsored by AFH, 623-6796,

LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS of Houston
general meeting, call 681-2607 for meeting time
and place.

26 AIDS EQUITY LEAGUE, |2
noon, Charlie's Restaurant, | 100 Westheimer,
871-0092.

EROTIC CHOICES IN SAFER SEX
WORKSHOP explores the options of safer
sexand sensuality through discussion and games,
7-9 pm, AIDS Foundation Houston, 3203
Weslayan, 623-6796.

27 WOMEN’S NETWORK for les-
bian and bisexual women, 7-9 pm, Montrose
Counseling Center, 701 Richmond, 529-0037.

RELATIONSHIPS WORKSHOP for people
with HIV disease, 6-8 pm, Medical Center Clinic,
I'1158S. Braeswood, Suite 210. Sponsored by the
Early Intervention Program, 796-8123.

28 HIV AND ORAL SEX: GET-
TING THE FACTS! A panel of scientists will
discuss the evidence regarding oral sex risks, 7-
9:30 pm, Doubletree Hotel—Allen Center, 400
Dallas (corner of Dallas and Bagby), sponsored
by Houston Clinical Research Network (HCRN),
520-2015. FREE,

NANCY FORD, Queen of the Lesbians, mu-
sical comedy at Ms. B's (at the Ranch), 9200
Buffalo Speedway. Also Open Mic—sing a song,
recite poetry, tell a joke, spill a secret. 8:30-
midnight. 666-3464.

SAFER SEX FOR LESBIANS SEMINAR
presented by Nancy Ford and AIDS Foundation
Houston. Ms. B's (at the Ranch), 9200 Buffalo
Speedway, 9:30 pm, 666-3464.

s

Hikarees

29-30 SEX IS... A bold, pen-
etrating film about the role of sex
and sexuality in the lives of |5 gay
men. Winner of the Best Gay Film
award at the 1993 Berlin Interna-
tional Film Festival, 7:30 pm & 9:15
pm, Rice University Media Center,
University Blvd. at Stockton (En-
trance 8), $4.25.

3l DOG DIP AND
FOOD DRIVE sponsored by The
Pet Patrol, 10 am-| pm, parking lot
of Basic Brothers, 1232
Westheimer.

GARDEN PARTY, 3 pm, Richs,
2401 San Jacinto.

LAMBDAROLLERSKATING,
outdoor skate and picnic (bring a
covered pot-luck dish), 4 pm, Me-
morial Park Picnic Loop, look for
the Lambda Rollerskating Club ban-
ner. 933-5818.

AJGUST

| LAMBUDA
ROLLERSKATING, 8-10 pm,
Dairy Ashford Roller Rink, 1820 S.
Dairy Ashford at I-10. Admission is
$5. 933-5818.

2 PRIDE COMMITTEE
OF HOUSTON, executive com-
mittee meeting, 7 pm, Metropoli-
tan Multi-Service Center, 1475
West Gray, 529-6979.

3 WHY ARE FAGS
STILL FUCKING WITHOUT
CONDOMS, no holds barred dis-
cussion sponsored by the Men's
Network for gay and bisexual men,
7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling Cen-
ter, 701 Richmond, 529-0037.

HOUSTON GAY & LESBIAN
POLITICAL CAUCUS, general
meeting, 7:30 pm, call 5211000 for
location and information.

4 NANCY FORD,
Queen of the Lesbians, musical
comedy at Ms. B's (at the Ranch),
9200 Buffalo Speedway. Also Open
Mic—singa song, recite poetry, tell
a joke, spill a secret. 8:30-midnight.
666-3464.

5 LAMUBDA
ROLLERSKATING, outdoor
skate, 6 pm, Memorial Park Picnic
Loop, look for the Lambda
Rollerskating Club banner. 933-
5818.

6 WATCH OUT. . .
HURRICANE predicted to hit
this night. Bayou City Boys Club

—

presents Hurricane '94—a ware-
house party benefiting Body Posi-
tive and AIDS Mastery Workshop.
10 pm til high tide at European
Tavern & Garden, 3926 Feagan.
Tickets: $20 in advance, $30 at the
door; available atLobo, Crossroads
Market and Basic Brothers.

7 P-FLAG general meet-
ing, 2 pm, St. Francis Episcopal
Church, 345 Piney Point Road. P-
FLAG Houston Helpline: 867-9020.

9 AIDS EQUITY
LEAGUE, |2 noon, Charlie's Res-
taurant, |100 Westheimer, 871-
0092.

TOWN MEETING 1l
FUNDRAISER, 5-7 pm, Museum
Restaurant. Anyone interested in
knowing what Town Meeting |l isall
about is urged to come and meet
the people who are organizing the
event planned for June 18, 1995.

10 WOMEN’S NET-
WORK for lesbian and bisexual
women, 7-9 pm, Montrose Coun-
seling Center, 701 Richmond, 529-
0037.

STRESS MANAGEMENT
WORKSHOP for people with
HIV disease, 6-8 pm, Medical Cen-
ter Clinic, | 1 15S. Braeswodd, Suite
210. Sponsored by the Early Inter-
vention Program, 796-8123.

12 ASTRO RAINBOW
ALLIANCE OF THE DEAF,
general meeting, 7:30 pm, call |-
800-735-2988 for location and in-
formation.

14 NANCY FORD
BIRTHDAY PARTY includes a
raffle, silent auction and entertain-
ment, $10 donation benefits AIDS
Foundation Houston, 6 pm, Plaza
9200, 9200 Buffalo Speedway at
Murworth, 520-7237.

15 LAMBUDA
ROLLERSKATING, 8-10 pm,
Dairy Ashford Roller Rink, 1820 S.
Dairy Ashford at I-10. Admission is
$5. 933-5818.

NEW GROUP
FORMING

THE MOVIE CLUB is now of-
fering a new group for those who
would like to play card and board
games (such as UNO, poker,
Yahtzee, Trivial Pursuit, etc.). The
group meets every Friday at 7:30
pm. Call Jimmy at 952-4048 for
more information.

RECIPE FOR
A TASTY
SOMMERS TREAT

START WITH
| Sultry July evening in Houston

STIR IN...

| Lesbian author, Robbi Sommers,
performing excerpts from her

6 books of erotic stories

DRIZZLE MIXTURE OVER...
40 women or so (that's you!)

SIMMER...
until desired temperature is reached.

Hear Robbi Sommers ot
INKLINGS BOOKSHOP, 1846 Richmond,
Sunday, July 17th from 7 to 9 pm.
Open to all women. 521-3369.

MUSEVYM
RESTAURANT [l
& BAR

1512 West Alabama
Houston, Texas 77006

We cordially invite you to celebrate
your Wedding at Museum. We offer
complete wedding services including

the minister, cake, flowers, video,

music, food and beverages.
' ‘ ) 524-7676
'%_ RSV.P.(713) 5 ] Y

WE CAN

PACK o SHIP

JUST ABOUT

ANYTHING.

The fastest way to send money.:

MAILBOXESETC .y (713) 626-2922
The Plaza on Richmond Hours 8-6 M-F; 9-5 Sat; 1-6 Sun.
5090 Richmond Avenue

Houston, TX 77056 (713) 626-2920

IT’s Nor WHAT WE Do. IT’s How WE Do It~

Reswictions ey spply. Each Mail Boaes Exc® Center is ae independertly ovned wnd opersied franchine. © 1994 Mail Boes Exc
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ONGOING

ACT-UP GULF COAST, 2ndand
4th Thursdays, 7:00 pm, 3400 Mon-
trose, Suite 520, 523-9199.

AIDSALLIANCEOF THEBAY
AREA, support group for those
infected and affected, Tuesdays, 7-
8:30 pm, 17511 EI' Camino Real,
#106, 488-4492.

AIDS FOUNDATION HOUS-
TON, free creative writing work-
shop for anyone affected by AIDS
with freelance writer Gregg
Rodriguez. Mondays, 3-6 pm. Call
623-6796 or 868-0008 for more in-
formation.

BINET (Bisexual Network of Hous-
ton), Wednesdays, 7 pm, MCCR
Church, 1919 Decatur, 861-9149.

CARING STEPS is offered to par-
ents, family, friends, and loved ones
of someone whols HIV positive. Call
520-2085 for scheduling.

DAS KAFFEEHAUS is a new en-
tertainment spot for young people
to meet for fun, conversation, danc-
ing and artistic expression such as
musical performances, dance pro-
grams, comedy monologues, poetry
readings, etc. Saturdays 7 pm-| am,
basement of BeringMemorial United
Methodist Church, $1 cover charge
Includes coffee and tea.

DELTA LAMBDA PHI: a pro-
gressive social fraternity at the Uni-
versity of Houston. Founded by gay
men for all men. For more informa-
tion on how to become a member
call 529-3211.

DIGNITY HOUSTON is dedi-
cated to the welfare of gay and les-
bian Catholics and their friends. They
meet every Saturday at 7:30 pm,
1307 Yale, Suite H, (713) 880-2872.

THE DIZINGER FOUNDA-

TION offers free classes in art and photography
to HIV+ individuals. The Foundation also gives
grantsto people for their completed works. Please
feel free to visit the foundation office at 3701
Montrose to view the many works on display.

522-8660.

EMPOWERMENT FOR LIVING, a weekly
support program and pot luck supper, Tuesdays,
6 pm, MCCR, 1919 Decatur. For more informa-

tion call 861-9149.

EN*LIGHT*EN UP, a gay men's spirituality
group, Thursdays, 7:30 pm, The Center for Light,
3408 West Lamar. Call Michael Coll at 520-6996

for more information.

Birthday Bash, Bourbon
Street & Benefit for AFH
Set for August 14

ugust 14 is the date of a major event benefiting AIDS Foundation—Houston.
Scheduled at Plaza 9200, in conjunction with comedian Nancy Ford's 40th
bash, the evening includes a raffle, silent auction and entertainment by

Houston’s most talented and charitable performers.

The $10 donation benefits AIDS Foundation—Houston, specifically to purchase
and distribute safer-sex supplies for lesbians, Women and lesbians comprise the fastest
growing segment of the population currently being newly diagnosed with HIV, making
the availability of preventative information and supplies all the more vital.

“It scems that the lesbian community is in denial about its need to adopt safer sex
practices,” Ford says. “Twelve, thirteen years ago, when AIDS first hit the gay men's
community, men were sitting ducks, because the information to save their lives wasn't
readily available. That's not the case today with the women's community. Now the ball
is our court to decide what to do with this information.” For the last several months Ford
has sponsored safer sex seminars forlesbians in tandem with her long-running bi-weekly
mam.m-m-m-swmunmmm
response overwhelmingly positive, with the most predominant questions
concerning the availability of dental dams, latex, etc.

The fun starts at 6 p.m. with continuous entertainment, hosted by Ford and
provided by Clay Howell, Juliana Wathen, Keith Caldwell, Marsha Carlton, award-
winning illusionist Catia, Tim Williams and many more surprise guests. The event,
scheduled in tandem with Ford's fortieth birthday, is also sponsored by Plaza 9200,
OwtSmart Magazine, JAG Residential Mortgage, Alice Tomasello, Gayle Hux, Jane C.
Foltyn—Country Realtor, Gary Stokes and Mail Boxes Etc.—Galleria,

Area merchants have been overwhelmingly supportive by donating various prizes

and services to be raffled throughout the evening The Grand Prize of two-nights” stay at

the romantic Bourbon Orleans Hotel in New Orleans, including airfare, for two, has been
gencrously donated by Advance-Damron Vacations. Additional donations to be raffled
include “forty-something” themed prizes from Pueblo to People, Basic Brothers, Lobo,
Inklings, Fiesta, The Ranch, Dr. Bruce Smith, Tracy Gilmore, Robin Hoods, Joseph
Molina, Cafe Maison, Home Sweet Home, Museum Restaurant, Celebrations To Go, Mail
Boxes Etc., Singing Cavalier Balloons, Super Psychic Sharron Mattison, The Lovett Inn,
EuroTan, Toupees Coffe Company, Man Maid Cleaning Service, Pepper Defense,
Eleventh Strect Cafe, Tony Carroll Seminars and a host of others.

The event will be held at Plaza 9200, 9200 Buffalo Speedway (at Murworth), 666-
3464, Plaza 9200 s the largest gay and lesbian entertainment complex in the world, with
four separate dubs under one roof (The Ranch, Ms. B's Cabaret, XTC and The Patio) and
lighted, security-patrolled parking for 300+ cars, During the event owner Betsy Worden
will also announce plans for exciting changes and renovations that will occur at Plaza
9200 in coming months,

For further information contact Nancy Ford at 520-7237.

LEAGUE is a non-profit animal
welfare organization that rescues
and rehabilitates stray and aban-
doned cats and dogs. To Inquire
about volunteering, foster care,
or adopting call 862-PETS.

HOUSTON AREA TEEN
COALITION OF HOMO-
SEXUALS (HATCH) is open
to gays and lesbian under 21, meets
Fridays at 7:15 pm and Sundays at
6:30 pm, call 942-9810 for loca-
tion and information.

KOLBE PROJECT: HIV/AIDS
Positive support group-Tuesdays,
+ 10 am; Lesbian & Gay Issues sup-
portgroup-Yednesdays, 6:15 pm;
HIV Negative support group-
Thursdays, 8 pm; Female imper-
sonators/transsexuals-Mondays, 7
pm. For more information con-
tact 522-8182.

THE MOVIE CLUB: due to the
overwhelming response from the
community, now meets EVERY
SATURDAY night to view a re-
cently released film and dine ata
nearby restaurant prior to the
movie. Call 952-4048 for more
information and meeting time and
place.

NEXT STEP: a free confidential
program of information and medi-
cal testing for persons who are
HIV positive. Call 520-2000 for
schedule and to register.

PROTECT (People Respecting
Ourselves Through Establishing
Community & Trust) is an HIV-
negative support group providing
a safe place to share experiences,
strengths and hopes in an effort to
remain HIV negative. Tuesdays, 7-
8:30 pm, Bering Church Office,
1440 Harold. For more informa-
tion, call Marty Yaklin, 520-7870,

GROUP for partners, family, friends and
caregivers of persons with HIV disease, facili-
tated by Jim Anderson, LMSW and Harry Livesay,
MSW(c), New Counseling Center, 3415
Graustark, 529-1913.

FRONTRUNNERS encourages beginning,
recreational and competitive running. Weekly
runs are Sundays at 9 am and Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 6:30 pm at The Tennis Center in
Memorial Park. 522-8021.

or David White, 752-2604.

Q-PATROL is an organization

dedicated to the prevention of hate crimes
against lesbians and gay men. We patrol the bar
areas in Montrose and are always on the look-
outfor volunteers. If you have at least one Friday
or Saturday night per month you can donate to
the protection of gay men and lesbians, please
call 871-8519.

STONEWALL 94 Houston Chapter meets
every Wednesday, 7 pm, 3223 Smith, Suite 100,

528-6835.
GAY VETERANS OF HOUSTON is com-
mitted to ending discriminatiol in R
lesbians and bisexuals ir'\ the mlrl‘lt:gr; s::'vglca::. RGDIO H"D
Meets the first and third Friday of the month at TE'.EV'SION

AFH Stone Soup, 608 Westheimer, 359-3720.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS SUPPORT

THE HOMELESS PET PLACEMENT

AFTER HOURS: (Radio) Saturdays, Midnight

Eric George in SEXIS...

cially in Germany and England.

(713)527-4882.

Photo by Daniel Nicoletta

Look out Houston, here it comes! SEXIS... a film by Marc Huestis and
Lawrence Helman has finally made its way to a theater in the Houston
area. The movie, placed among the five top grossing documentaries of the
year, explores the meaning of sexand sexuality in the lives of gay men. The
movie opened in February of 1993 at the Berlin International Film Festival,
where it won the Audience Award for the Best Gay Film. Since then, it
has broken box office records in New York, Los Angeles, Dallas andother
major US. cities. The openly candid documentary has been selected for
a number of festivals in cities around the world, including Montreal,
Rome, St. Petersburg (Russia) and Ghent. Recently it opened commer-

SEXIS... is a penetrating look at the meaning of sex and sexuality in the
lives of 15 gay men. From church pastor to porn star, the cast offers
deeply touching interviews and provocative personal stories—combined
with rare archival footage and hot flashes of male erotica. The film
provides a panoramic view of gay sexuality from the repressive '50s
through the hedonistic '70s to the cautionary "90s and the age of AIDS.
This film is a boldly riveting presentation of gay life in America, including
all of the joys and sadnesses that are so intricately woven into the colorful
tapestry we call the gay lifestyle. Huestis and the |4 other characters
presented in the documentary completely blow the door off their
personal closets and tell all! A must see.

The film will be shown on July 29 & 30 at the Rice University Media Center,
2030 University Blvd., 7:30 pm and 9:15 pm. $5.00. For information, call

AIDS TALK HOUSTON: (TV)
Public Access Cable. Showtimes
are listed in local television guides
under Public Access Cable (PAC)
channels.

LIFE. . . TODAY: (TV) Public
Access Cable. Showtimesare listed
in local television guides under
Public Access Cable (PAC)
channels.

MONTROSE CLINIC: (TV)
Public Access Cable. Showtimes
are listed in local television guides
under Public Access Cable (PAC)
channels.

FEM TV: Public Access Cable.
Showtimes are listed in local tele-
vision guides under Public Access
Cable (PAC) channels.

THEATER

ACTORS THEATRE OF
HOUSTON 2506 South Bivd.
529-6606. The Wizard of Oz..

ACTORS WORKSHOP 1009
Chartres. 236-1844. Through Au-
gust 7: Breaking Legs.

A.D.PLAYERS, Grace Theater,
27110 West Alabama, 526-2721.
Through July 23: Gideon.. (St. Likes's
United Methodist Church)

ALLEY THEATRE 615 Texas
Ave. 228-8421. Through July 17:
And The There Were None (Ten
Litttle Indians). July 22-31: Wait
Until Dark. August 5-14: The For-

eigner.

COMPANY ONSTAGE 536
Westbury Square. 726-1219.
Through July 30: Sherlock’s Last
Case.

COUNTRY PLAYHOUSE
THEATRE Town and Country
Village, 12802 Queensbury. 467-

4497. Through August 6: Jesus Christ
Superstar.

CURTAINS 3722 Washington
Ave., 862-4548. Through August 5:
Fantasies, Fallacies, and Fish. Fridays

only, 8 pm.

EXPRESS THEATRE Children's
Museum of Houston, 1500 Binz
759-1314. July 30-31, August 6-7:
Children’s Theatre Festival On the Hill,
Miller Outdoor Theaatre.

HOUSTON SKYLINE THE-
ATRE 1617 Fannin. 759-0701.759-
0701. Through August é: Comedy of
Errors. A “young and restless” mulit-
media version presented by The
Gypsy Theatre Company.

INSIDE/OUT PRODUC-
TIONS Kuumba House, 3412
LaBranch at Holman, 864-5986. july
23-August |3: Oh, Hell!

MAIN STREET THEATRE 2540
Times Blvd. 524-6706. Through July
24: The Crucifer of Blood. Through
July 31: A Man for All Reasons: Playing

for Keeps.

STAGES 3201 Allen Parkway.
527-8243. Through July I7:
Nunsense.

THEATER LaB HOUSTON
1706 Alamo. 868-7516. Through
July 23: The Kathy and Mo Show.

THEATRESOUTHWEST 3750
Gessner Dr. 661-9505. Through
August |3: Woman In Mind.

THEATRE SUBURBIA 1410
WV 43, 668-3525. July 22-August 27:
Caught In The Villains Web.

THEATRE UNDER THE
STARS Miller Outdoor Theatre,
Hermann Park, 520-3290. July 13-
23: A Chorus Line.

to 3am. Featuring the QMZ (Queer
Music Zone) with Jimmy Caper.
KPFT 90.1 FM.

LESBIAN & GAY VOICES:
(Radio) Fridays, 6-8 pm. Features
news, music, interviews, reviews
and commentary. KPFT 90.1 FM.

GAY 90s: (TV) presented by
Monticello Entertainment. This
NEW cable show has a
newsmagazine format offering a
variety of topics from local news
to restaurant reviews to some hu-

morous looks at ourselves.
Showtimes are listed in local televi-
sion guides under Public Access
Cable (PAC) channels. For more
information call Alan Bourgeois at
949-3119.

OUT!INHOUSTON:(TV) pre-
sented by The Agora on Public
Access Cable. Showtimesare listed
in local television guides under Pub-
lic Access Cable (PAC) channels.
For more information call The
Agora at 949-3119.

Personal C
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w No Simple Sugars, Animal Foods,
Ecgs or Dairy Producrs Used!

e Nutritiously Balanced Meals

= Ideal for Weight-Loss

= Organically Grown When Possible

w Prepared Once or Twice-Weekly

Heart-Healthy, Vutritiously
Balanced food prepared for you
by an experienced vegetarian Chef"

For Your “FREE” Sample
Call:

qa 5224407
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FRESH FROM AN AIRPLANE AND THE EUPHO-
ria of Houston’s first major sports championship,
and excited to be in the Big Apple to witness the
Gay Games and the Stonewall 25 march, my lover
and [ ventured into the city streets, We immedi-
ately happened upon an attractive young woman
who, as she approached us, untied her halter top
and exposed herself. Welcome to New York.

That first night, PJ. and I sat down at a table
outside a restaurant on Christopher Street hold-
ing hands. A passerby, perhaps himself a refugee
from the Dark Ages before Stonewall, smiled at us
and said, “That’s what liberation is all about.”
There are precious few streets in this country
where a gay couple can openly, safely express
affection for each other. Even Montrose is rou-
tinely invaded by drunken ruffians selling ho-
mophobic T-shirts at the pitiful remains of the
Westheimer Arts Festival. It was not that long ago
that a gay man in Houston, just walking down the
street, was bludgeoned into the sidewalk by a
group of suburban hooligans. I supposed we had
escaped all that, sitting there in the heart of gay
New York. Butjust thenayoung thug bicycled past
our table. “Fags,” he sneered at us.

The Gay Games are a triumph of gay perse-
verance. The quadrennial event, begun by the
now-deceased Tom Waddell in 1982, brings to-
gether gay athletes from across the globe for
competition in everything from track to football.
The events permit women and men at different
skill levels to compete, so that even beginners
have a place at these games, They mock the stereo-
type of gay men, in particular, as limp-wristed
pansies with no stomach for athletic rigor. So
often shunned from athletics because of who we
are, here at last we openly celebrated who we are.

The most memorable event forme was men’s
figure skating, which featured competitors at five
different skill levels, from beginner to Olympic-
quality. Before each performance, the announcer
read a dedication written by the skater. One noy-
ice said that he had loved skating when he was a
boy, but had given it up because he feared people
would think he was gay if he continued. He dedi-
cated his routine to everyone who had ever given
up anything because they were gay. When he fell
onthe ice after his firstjump, it was heartbreaking.
All those lost childhood dreams, those could have
beens, should have beens, came flushing through
the mind, tumbling onto the ice with him. You
could see once more the child tearfully throwing
his small skates into a trunk so he’d never have to
hear that word “queer” again. But this time he got
up, brushed himself off, and kept going. It was
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beautiful. He finished to a standing ovation, never
again looking back.

The Closing Ceremonies for Gay Games IV

were held at Yankee Stadium before a throng of
55,000. Glitzy and star-studded, the ceremony
featured two separate fireworks shows. As I sat
there watching the jubilant procession of some
10,000 gay athletes, I thought about how many fag
jokes must have been told over the baseball sum-
mers past in the very seat I occupied. Hey Charlie,
how many queers can sit on a bar stool? The
national anthem interrupted my reverie. We stood
and slowly began singing in unison the words to a
song we all knew for a country we loved and only
wanted to make better. Rockets’' red glare, bombs
bursting inair. Qurs had died in those wars. Those
words were for us, too. When we reached the
climactic phrase, “Land of the free,” a deafening
roar of hope and determination erupted from the
crowd. Those words, too.

The Games were punctuated by the Stone-
wall 25 march and rally in Central Park. The march
was almost as diverse as gay America. Every imag-
inable faction had a contingent in the parade, from
the drag queens toa Puerto Rico Libre group. Even
the Log Cabin Republicans of New York marched,
all six poor lonely souls of them. The religious
bigots were there, too, in small numbers, “The
devil has you bound,” one sign read. Funny, |
thought, the devil's tethers feel a lot like your laws.
Act Up, being Act Up, had a separate, “unautho-
rized"” march down Fifth Avenue to draw attention

tothe scourge that has ravaged us more than half
the years since Stonewall. No one was arrested,
which I'm sure disappointed some on the far left.
The two parades, split halves of a single move-
ment, converged on Central Park for a large rally
with lots of speech-making and some entertain-
ment.

There has been some criticism of the Games
and the Stonewall 25 march for spending too
much money that could have gone to good
causes. That criticism ignores the fact that orga-
nizing a visible gay presence is itself a worthy
cause. It draws attention to our diversity, our
humanity, and the woeful state of our human
rights. That has an important educative function.
It also steels our courage to know that we are
connected around : ie world with people fight-
ing for the simple right to love as they please.
Besides, those who say we should never party
when there is so much work to be done are about
as tiresome as those who think that’s all we
should do.

Lost in the games, the parties, the street
festivals, and even the marches, was an apprecia-
tion for the event that ostensibly brought it all
together: the Stonewall riot, Stonewall has taken
onmagical proportions in the gay imagination. It
is David vs. Goliath. It is the Boston Tea Party of
the Gay Revolution. 1969 is Year One, at least for
our Robespierres. So much has changed for us
since then, so much has been achieved, and so
many friends have been lost, that our connection
to the heady Stonewall era grows more tenuous
by the day, even as we-perhaps artificially—
magnify its importance.

On our last night in New York, PJ. and I
stood on the deck of the U.S.S. Intrepid, docked
in the Hudson River. Around us were thousands
of gay men and women dancing together on a
warship that must have seen more than its allot-
ment of homo-bashings in its commissioned
days. But here we were, dancing as if we owned
the place, which after all, as citizens, we do.
Looking back toward the city skyline we saw the
Empire State Building, shining for just this night
in the glow of lavender floodlights. And high
above the river, toward the south, a glimmering
spray of rockets and streamers heralded another
year of gay pride. W

Dale Carpenter is a lawyer in Houston. He serves
on the Board of Directors of the Houston Gay &
Lesbian Political Caucus. The opinions expressed
in this column are not necessarily endorsed by the
HGLPC or any of its members.

UT In Our WORLD

Drinking Gay Beer to Fight AIDS

DENVER (GayNet) — Denver attomey Mike Beery, with the help of
lowa’s Dubuque Brewing Co., recently created Pink Triangle Beer, a
microbrew marketed to the gay community. For each case of Pink
Triangle sold, between $1 and $1.50 is contributed to AIDS charitles.
So far, $5,000 has been donated, according to Dubuque's marketing
director Keith Johnsen. Although distribution is currently restricted to
a few selected markets, wider distribution Is in the works for the near
future the brewer says.

Gebbie Resigns as AIDS Czar

WASHINGTON (GayNet) — Kristine Gebbile, the Clinton
administration’s AIDS coordinator, has resigned effective Aug. 2. :I'he
White House reportedly had begun drawing up a “short list" of
possible replacements earlier as Gebbie came under increasing criti-
cism from AIDS activists and politicians who have been Increasingly
dissatisfied with what they considered her ineptitude, staff cholces
and unfocused approach to her post. The most often named possible
replacement for Gebble has been Gov. Barbara Roberts of Oregon. But
there has also been talk of abandoning the post Gebble has held in
favor of creating a special staff post in the Department of Health and
Human Services. »

NAMBLA Expelied from ILGA

NEW YORK (GayNet) — The members of the International Lesbian &
Gay Association have voted by 214-30 to expel NAMBLA (the North
American Man/Boy Love Assn.). An 80% majority Is required by
ILGA’s charter to expel a member organization from the intemational
rights group; the vote represents an 88% majority in favor of expelling
the controversial NAMBLA group. Two other groups that deal with
man/boy love - the Dutch organization Vereniging Martijn and the US-
based Project Truth - were also expelled from ILGA at the same time.
Debate over the position of NAMBLA in the lesbigay movement has
raged on and off for the past few years. But its membership in ILGA
became an urgent political issue during the past year when U.S. Sen.
Jesse Helms proposed - and Congress approved - an appropriations
bill amendment that would require the United States to cut off some
$118 million In UN contributions unless the government certifies “that
no United Nations agency ... grants any official status, accreditation,
or recognition to any organization which promotes, condones, or
seeks the legalization of pedophilia, or which includes as a subsidiary
or member any such organization.” ILGA last year was granted
consultative status with the UN's Economic & Soclal Council - the first
lesbigay organization to gain such status. In a press release, NAMBLA:
condemned the expulsion vote as “a capitulation to U.S. blackmail
and accused the ILGA secretariat of distorting NAMBLA's position
and purpose. “The panic around the issues of childhood and adoles-
cent sexuality ... has so demonized this issue that a f..'alr airing of our
place within this organization has become impossible,” said NAMBLA
delegate Bill Andriette in a speech to ILGA on June 30.

146 Members of Congress

Cosponsor Federal Employment Bill

WASHINGION (GayNet) — According to the Human Rights Cam-
paign Fund, the Employment Non-Discrimination Act that would bar
blas in the workplace based on sexual orientation, has gotten the

backing of 30 sponsors In the U.S. Senate and 116 In the House of
Representatives - 136 Democrats, 9 Republicans and 1 Independent -
since the measure was Introduced June 23.

Auto Rental Firm OKs Partners as
Drivers

EAPOLIS (GayNet) —The Minneapolis-based National Car Rental,
?hueN;Ird largest(autyy:ental firm in the U.S., has redefined its list of
“additional authorized drivers" who can legally drive rental cars to
include unmarried “common law” spouses and the domestic partners
of same-sex couples. National is belleved to be the first major ULS. auto
rental company to recognize gay and lesbian couples in its officlal
policles. The redefined policy means that the partner of the primary
renter of a National car can drive the rental without added fees or
Insurance coverage as legal spouses of renters have been able to do In

the past.
Gay Minister Begins 7-Day Fast Over
Attack on Gay Rights

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (GayNet) — The Rev. Mel White, the
Dallas gay minister who was once a ghostwriter for Jerry Falwell and Pat
Robertson, has begun a 7-day “fast for understanding” outside the
offices of Focus on the Family to draw attention to attacks by the
religlous right against gays and lesbians In this country. “In the last six
months, Focus on the Family has quietly assumed leadership of an
unprecedented attempt by extremist Christians to exert political and
moral control over the nation,” Dr. White said In a press statement.
“Attacks against gay and lesbian people have become a pivot point in
their movement.” Focus on the Family backed Amendment 2, ap-
proved by Colorado voters and now being challenged in the courts. The
organization now has chapters in all 50 states and, until recently a little-
known organization, is one of the richest groups to emerge In the
religious right recently.

Teachers Join Fla. Orange Juice
Boycott Over Limbaugh

NEW ORLEANS (GayNet) — The National Education Assn. has voted to
join a growing national boycott of orange Juice If officials from the
Florida citrus commission renew a contract with talk show host Rush
Limbaugh. The National Organization for Women, the National Federa-
tion of Business and Professlonal Women's Clubs, and the National
Assoclation for the Advancement of Colored People have also called for
a boycott Initially launched by gays and lesblans around the country.

NY State to Order M.D.s to
Give AIDS Counseling

. N.Y. (GayNet) — New York state lawmakers have reached an
?cl'c?:ﬁnb: |Y:r<(>po);ed measure that would make the state the first to
require physicians to give AIDS counseling to pregnant women and
new mothers in their care. Under the compromise bill, health-care
workers are required to inform pregnant women and new mothers
about the benefits of HIV testing, and to offer such testing. The bill
effectively scuttles an altemative blll offered by Assemblywoman
Nettie Mayersohn, which would have required doctors to notify
parents ofthe results ofanonymous HIV tests conducted on allnewbom

Continued on page 14

July 15 - August 14, 1994 = Out'Smart 13

'\

2 Out'Smart = July 15 - August 14, 1994




ProFLEX

PHYSICAL THERAPY
COMPREHENSIVE PHYSICAL THERAPY
TM] + Spine & Sports Injury Specialist

DELMA CARDONA
Licensed Physical Therapist

Insurance/workmen's compensation and assign-
ment on numerous HMO/PPO plans accepted.

5300 Memorial Dr.#540 810 S. Mason Rd, #101
Houston, TX 77007 Katy, TX 77450
713-880-5654 713-392-7811
Fax 713-880-5635 FAX 713-392-3990
\ )

TONY CARROLL,

LMS\W-ACP

Carroll and Turesk
Psychotherapy
Associates

(713)
52223045

Certified Imago Relationship Therapist
Individual and Couples Psychotherapy

offices: Montrose-West U Bear Creek FM 1960
Callabout GAY & LESBIAN SEMINARS

14 out'Smart = July 15 - August 14, 1994

OUT in our Worid
continued from page 13

bables for the purpose of monitoring the
spread of the virus. Mayersohn's proposal
was greeted with criticism from AIDS activ-
Ists, health workers who provide counseling,
and others who said her legislation would
frighten women away from vital prenatal care
and compromise the confidentlallty and pri-
vacy of the parents. Mayersohn however
called the compromise a “death sentence”
for newboms. The new legislation has been
sent to the desk of Gov. Mario Cuomo, who
Is expected to sign it into law.

HUD Ruling Awards
Estate & Domestic
Partner of Dead Man

SAN FRANCISCO (GayNet) — In an Impor-
tant ruling, a federal housing agency judge
has awarded $83,000 in damages to the
estate and the partner of a man who died of
AIDS In a case stemming from the couple’s
eviction from their Walnut Creek, Calif., apart-
ment In 1992. The decision, which was made
publiconly recently, Is one of the few that has
awarded a portion of the damages to a sur-
viving partner In a same-sex relationship.
Administrative Law Judge William Cregar of
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development ruled that the Caprice Apart-
ments discriminated against Carlos Guevara,
who died in March 1993, and his partner,
Warren Sanford, when the two were evicted
in 1992. Sanford, who with Guevara filed a
complaint with HUD soon after the eviction,
won his award based on the argument that he
was discriminated against because of his
domestic partnership with Guevara. “I credit
Mr. Sanford's testimony that thelr emotional
dependency could Indeed be likened to a
successful marriage,” Cregar wrote In a foot-
note to the dedsion. According to the decl-
slon, Guevara’s estate will recelve $50,000in
damages for emotional distress. Sanford will
also receive $33,000 for emotional distress
and out-of-pocket expenses.

Social Security will
Review Claims of 3,000
People with HIV

PHILADELPHIA (GayNet) — Nearly 3,000
HIV patients who were refused federal dis-
ability benefits will have their claims reviewed
under a legal settlement filed in U.S. District
Court. Community Legal Services Inc., a Phila-
delphla-based legal aid group, had filed a
class-action suit against the Social Security
Administration charging that the agency used
improper criteria that excluded Intravenous
drug users, low-income people, racial mi-
norities, women, and children from qualify-
ing for benefits. The settlement will allow
people in Pennsylvania, Delaware, New |er-
sey, and the U.S. Virgin Islands who were
refused benefits for HIV or AIDS-related dis-
abilities between March 1991 and July 1993
to obtain a re-evaluation of their claims,

Uproar Over Fla. HIV
Couple’s Adoption

PETERSBURG, Fla. (GayNet) — Florida's state
welfare department is In an uproar after rev-
elations that a 2-year-old’s newly adopted
parents are both HIV-positive. State case-
workers and the St. Petersburg couple's law-
yer were aware of the infections, but said
nothing to Circult Judge Horace Andrews,
who granted the adoption in March. Welfare
caseworkers were forced to struggle with
clashing laws - one assuring the confidential-
ity of people with AIDS, and another requir-
ing them to conduct their duties with the
child’s best interests in mind. Judge Andrews
sald that if he had known of the parents’ HIV
infection, he would have taken their health
and life expectancy Into consideration before
granting the adoption. Florida officials are
now drawing up a policy to ensure that
judges recelve all pertinent Information, In-
cluding HIV status.

Louganis Tells Olympic
Committee to Move
Out of Cobb County

ST. LOUIS (GayNet) — Olympic diver Greg
Louganis told members of the U.S. Olymplc
Committee that the 1996 volleyball compe-
tition should be removed from Cobb County,
Ga., because of a resolution adopted by com-
missioners there last year condemning the
“gay lifestyle.” Louganis, who acknowledged
being gay at Gay Games IV In New York in
June, made his remarks at an awards cer-
emony after recelving the USOC's presti-
glous Robert]. Kane Award recognizing Olym-
pic athletes who continue making contribu-
tions to their sport. According to a New York
Times report, the USOC s trying to find a way
to move the volleyball competition out of
Cobb County withoutappearing to have caved
in to pressure from gay rights activists. In
speaking to the audlence, Louganis Identi-
fied himself as an “openly gay athlete.” He
told the awards audience, “They [the Cobb
County Commission] have madeitclearsome
oftheathletes won't be welcomed. An openly
gay athlete should be able to compete with-
out barrlers.”

Court Rules Against
Boy Scouts

SAN DIEGO (GayNet) — California Superior
Court Judge Anthony Joseph has awarded
$5,000 to Chuck Merino, an El Cajon Police
officer who sued the Boy Scouts for drum-
ming him out of the youth group as an
Explorer Scout leader after he acknowledged
he Is gay. Judge Joseph ruled that the Scouts
are In fact a business as defined under state
law and are therefore prohibited from dis-
criminating on a variety of factors, including
sexual orientation. The judge ruled that ac-
knowledging being homosexual “does not
translate into ‘teaching’ that homosexuality
is proper or improper.” The state Supreme
Court has already agreed to hear two cases
involving the Boy Scouts' policies concemn-
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ing gays and athelsts which hingeon the same
question of whether or not the youth group
qualifies as a business under Califomnia law.

Lesbian Officer Wins
Reinstatement Appeal

SAN FRANCISCO ( — The federal
govemment has lost Its appeal to block Col.
Margarethe Cammermeyer’s Immedlate rein-
statement while the case of her dismissal Is
being appealed. The U.S. Sth Circuit Court of
Appeals tumed down the govemment's ap-
peal of a lower court that ordered
Cammermeyer reinstated in the Washington
State Natlonal Guard while her discharge Is
being appealed. It was not Immediately clear
whether the govemnment would appeal the
ruling to the U.S. Supreme Court or not.

‘Tasteful’ Condoms
introduced in India

BOMBAY (GayNet)— As the Incidence of
AIDS rises alarmingly In the Indlan subconti-
nent, safer sex Is being made more palatable
for India’s consumers with the introduction of
flavored condoms. ].K. Chemicals, fearing
negative reaction overthe mint, banana, straw-
berry and lemon flavors In which the new
condoms are being marketed, avoids any
suggestion of oral sex by calling the prophy-
lactics “scented” Instead of “flavored” how-
ever.

Texas Daily Publishes
Same-Sex Unions

EL PASO, Texas (GayNet) —The El Paso Times
has become the first daily newspaper in
Texas—and one ofonly a handful Inthe U.S.—
to accept same-sex couples announcements
on an equal footing with opposite-sex wed-
ding notices. The Everett (Washington) Her-
aldnear Seattle is belleved to be the first daily
paper in the U.S. to begin publishing same-
sex partners notices, which it began doing in
November 1990. Ironically, many dailies in
largercities In the U.S. completely abandoned
publishing any kind of wedding or engage-
ment announcements before the gay and
lesblan domestic partners.boom got-into full
swing In this country.

Fla. Democrats Sign
Anti-Bias Pledge

ORLANDO, Fla. (GayNet) —Scores of Orange
County, Fla.,, Democratic Party candidates
signed nondiscrimination pledges during the
county convention after the Rainbow Demo-
cratic Club of Orando lobbied the hopeful
pols. County Democrats from school board
hopefuls to gubematorial candidates signed
the pledge, which simply states: “The sexual
orientation of an Individual shall not be a
consideration In the hiring, promoting or ter-
minating of an employee in my elected office,
and shall be so stated In my personnel policies
and procedures.”
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4th HIV Drug
OK’d by FDA

WASHINGTON (GayNet) — The U.S. Food &
Drug Administration has given Its OK to a 4th
drug to fight HIV. The Bristol-Myers Squibb
medicine Stavudine is designed to treat pa-
tients with severe HIV infections who cannot
take other AIDS medications or who are no
longer benefiting from them. David Kessler,
FDA commissioner, called the Stavudine ap-
proval a “sign of our commitment to act
quickly on treatment for life-threatening dis-
eases.”

Group Links Georgia
Anti-Gay Commissioner
with Far Right
Extremists

ATLANTA (GayNet)—The Atlanta-based anti-
bias group Neighbors Network has released a
report, “Hidden Agenda: The Influence of
Religious Extremism on the Politics of Cobb
County, Georgla,"” which links anti-gay County
Commissioner Gordon Wysong with a little-
known far-right religious movement that ad-
vocates the death penalty for homosexuals
and replacing democracy in the U.S. with a
theocracy. According to Walter Reeves of
Nelghbors Network, “The Christian
Reconstructionist Movement has operated in
Cobb County in the manner common to hate
groups.” Reeves sald, “Their advocacy of the
death penalty for gays and lesbians makes

that their ultimate goal Is the suppres-
sién of civil rights of gays and lesblans as a
class of citizens. This Is the operating defini-
tion of a hate group.” A resolution by
Wysong—and approved by a majority of the
county commission—condemned the “gay
lifestyle.”

Benetton’s Reagan Ad
Raises Eyebrows

ROME (GayNet) — Colors, the house maga-
zine of the clothing manufacturer Benetton,
raised eyebrows around the world—again—
in late June with a retouched photo of former
U.S. President Ronald Reagan, depicting him
with kaposi sarcoma lesions. According to a
Benetton spokesperson, the retouched photo
was the clothing manufacturer’s way of point-
ing the finger of blame at the one-time actor
and former president for not acting to battle
the AIDS epidemic.

Conn. Mayor Turns
Down AIDS Grant

MERIDEN, Conn. (GayNet) —Joseph Marinan,
the mayor of Meriden, Conn., has refused a
$109,574 federal AIDS grant, arguing that
increasing sodal services ends up costing
cities more In the long run because low-
income people gravitate to cities with such
services. The federal grant would have been
used for AIDS testing, prevention, counseling
services, and case management by the dity
health department.

continued on page 21
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A Letter From Armistead Maupin

June, 1994

DEAR FRIEND,

Once again, the honest portrayal of gay
people on television is under attack by the
Religious Right.

I can speak from experience.

In January, my six-hour mini-series, 7ales
of the City, was broadcast nationally on PBS.
For me, it fulfilled a 20-year dream of creating
a mainstream drama in which gay and straight
characters alike are shown to harbor the hopes
and fears and romantic yearnings that make us
all human.

The public response to Tales was gratify-
ing, to say the least. Attracting more than 14
million viewers nationwide, it drew both criti-
cal praise and the highest Nielsen ratings ever
recorded for a PBS drama series.

Then, the usual cast of Neanderthals
stormed in.

In Oklahoma, a state legislator called a
press conference to express his disgust at the
mini-series’ depiction of “two men kissing” and
“lying in bed caressing.” A rider was hastily
added to a public television appropriations bill
forbidding any future programming that “casts
a favorable light on homosexuality.”

In Georgia, the State Senate passed a reso-
lution directing the local public TV station to
“cease airing [Tales of the City] and never air it
again.” In Chattanooga, Tennessee, a caller
threatened to bomb the local PBS station and
hunt down its employees if the show was aired.
(Tt was yanked only an hour before its sched-
uled broadcast.)

Predictably, Rev. Donald Wildmon of the
American Family Association in Tupelo, Missis-
sippi blitzed members of Congress with a 12-
minute bootleg videotape of Tales, denounc-
ing it as a “pornographic, profane, homosexual
TV series.” And the right-wing Family Research
Council appeared before a hearing of the Cor-
poration for Public Broadcasting to condemn
the show as “a slick piece of gay propaganda.”

This form of “tele-activism” is having a
dangerous impact on us all. By censoring the
existence of lesbians and gay men, television
continues to promulgate the very stereotypes
and lies that fan the fires of hatred. The Reli-
gious Right counts on that hatred—usually in
dollars and cents—and guards the domain of
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television against anyone who doesn't conform
to its own narrow and cruel-minded definition
of “family values.”

Television, after all, is perhaps the most
potent force in modern society. Far more than
just a medium of entertainment, it has the
power to illuminate and enlighten, to build
bridges between people where none had previ-
ously existed.

That's why I'm writing to you about a
project of Testing The Limits (an award-win-
ning, nonprofit lesbian and gay production
company) that is certain to break new ground:
The first television documentary series on the
lesbian and gay rights movement in America.
Destined to be met with violent reaction from
those who seek to silence us, this production
comes at a time when our very freedom seems
up for debate.

Consider, forinstance, these recent politi-
cal developments:

* Though a federal district judge has
ruled unconstitutional Colorado’s anti-gay
Amendment 2, similar initiatives were passed
last year in Maine, New Hampshire and Ohio.

* A family court in Virginia took a two-
year-old boy away from his lesbian parents
maintaining that the child would be inflicted
with “an intolerable burden” if he were to be
raised by a same-sex couple. |Editors Note: Sce
GayNet news in this issue for story on reversal
of this decision. )

* To the outrage of many, President
Clinton broke a major campaign promise to lift
the ban on lesbians and gays in the military. His

worse-than-before alternative: “Don't Ask,
Don't Tell.”

And today, as hundreds of thousands
prepare for the 25th anniversary of the Stone-
wall Rebellion, local or statewide anti-gay
initiatives are being planned in over 40 states.
Meanwhile, violence against leshians and gays
continues to rise at an alarming rate.

Stonewall 25 brings both reason to cel-
ebrate and cause for concern. Historically, it
will be remembered as an era of hope and
terror, a time when the holocaust of AIDS
both ravages and mobilizes our community.
And, as we move from stigma and invisibility
to political power and recognition, our en-
emies, in turn, grow more determined and
entrenched.

Americais witnessinga growing national
debate about homosexuality being staged by
the mainstream media. While some efforts
are well-intended, many journalists are still
disturbingly prone to superficial and sensa-
tionalist reporting. People who should know
better often embrace the Religious Right’s
own jargon in which equal rights are dis-
missed as “special rights” and 2 human life
becomes a “lifestyle.”

Is it any wonder that anti-gay initiatives
continue to pass the way they do?

The Question of Equality seeks to rem-
edy this disturbing situation with a series of
four one-hour programs that examine the
movement for lesbian and gay rights since
Stonewall. The series shows how historical
forces shape our contemporary struggle to
live our lives openly and to enjoy basic equal-
rights protections.

For the first time ever, a documen-
tary series about lesbian and gay rights

will have a national television broadcast.

The Question of Equality is now in pro-
duction for public television by Testing the
Limits. The project is supported largely by the
Independent Television Service (ITVS), with
funds provided by the corporation for Public
Broadcasting (CPB), a private Corporation
funded by the American people. An accompa-

nying book will be published by Simon &
Schuster, and widespread educational distri-
bution is also planned.

The Question of Equality disrupts the
jaded voice of the mainstream. The series
presents a larger picture, digging beneath the
headlines, moving past the stereotypes to

bring to life real stories of lesbians and gay
men. It presents a rare opportunity for our
self-representation, a chance to reclaim our
history and behold its diversity.

Shot on location in places like Philadel-
phia, Hawaii, Oregon and New Mexico, The
Question of Equality reflects the nationwide
scope of lesbian and gay concerns. The series
will raise the awareness of rational, fair-minded
people—both straight and gay—through rarely
seen footage, live-action sequences and hard-
hitting interviews.

Testingthe Limits combed archives across
the country for material, dedicating months to
develop story ideas and to lay out the series’
four programs. Its producers are committed
to the highest possible production values, so
costs are very high.

Testing the Limits needs your help to
produce this historic project. Because it is a
nonprofit public service, private funding from
people like you is absolutely vital to successful
completion of the series.

The Question of Equality explores our
heritage through our history and relates it to
the present civil rights struggles, comparing
today’s anti-gay initiatives to campaigns such
as the one led by Anita Bryant in Florida in

1977. It looks at the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
mandate in light of compelling first-hand ac-
counts of military witch hunts in the 1970s.

The pioneering public-education efforts of the
Hetrick-Martin Institute and Project 10 are
shown to lay the groundwork for the new
Massachusetts law prohibiting discrimination
against lesbian and gay students in high school.

The Question of Equality features com-
pelling, event-driven stories told by people
who speak from real experience. Authentic
images of community leaders, political figures
and everyday citizens are juxtaposed with de-
vout church-goers who believe they are doing
God's workwhen they oppose gay rights. Scenes
from the frontlines of demonstrations and
marches weave through TV news clips and
exciting cinema—all of which is united with
upbeat music and graphics.

If such a series seems irrelevant or unnec-
essary to you, consider finally a few recent TV-
related events:

* A segment on ABC's 20/20 features the
antics of Rev. Fred Phelps, a Baptist minister
from Topeka, Kansas, who makes a practice of
picketing the funerals of people who have died
from AIDS. (“AIDS KILLS FAGS," one of his
placards reads.) According to Phelps, the mas-
sive media coverage he receives only helps
spread his message to millions of Americans
who share his contempt for homosexuality.
Television, more than anything else, makes him
“legitimate.”

* That recent episode of Roseanne, fea-

turing a kissingscene between Roseanne Amold
and Mariel Hemingway, was preceded by a
“viewer discretion advisory” in every state ex-
cept South Carolina, Wyomingand Idaho, where
the show wasn't broadcast at all. An ABC execu-
tive was quoted as saying that “a lot of kids
watch this showand might be led tobelieve that
homosexual kissing is OK.” The advisory was
just his way of “protecting the children.”

* After endless pressure from the Reli-
gious Right, PBS pulled the plug on a planned
sequel to Tales of the City. Though the network
cited insufficient funds as the reason for its
decision, it has so far refused to guarantee a
place for More Tales of the City in its lineup,
even if the money is raised independently.
What's more, when Tales of the City is rebroad-
cast nationally by satellite this July 7, PBS will
take the unprecedented step of offering an
“alternative” program (Legacy) to stations that
find the themes of Tales objectionable.

If this sort of bowing to bigotry is ever to
end, private citizens must make their wishes
known loudly and clearly. Please take a mo-
ment to call CPB toll free at (800) 356-2626. Let
your public servants know exactly what sort of
programming you'd like to see.

You can’t be silenced, if you don't want to
be.

—With bope for a better tomorrow,
Armistead Maupin
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WHY YOU SHOULD

SEE SALMONBERRIES AGAIN

by Nancy Ford and Kelly McCann

Winner of the 1991 Montreal Film Festival, Percy Adlon’s
Salmonberries returns for a brief run in July to Houston's
Landmark’s Greenway 3. For those of you who missed it when
itvisited art houses the first time, Sa/monberries is the chronicle
“of an Alaskan pipeline worker (played by k.d. lang) who is
assumed to be a man because of her androgynous appearance.
Inarticulate, untamed and volatile, she reveals her true sex to a
reclusive German émigré who fled East Berlin. Thus begins a
relationship between the two women, as they uncover their

pasts together.”

Though not the best film in the world, in fact not even the
best filmk.d.'s done (and there aren’tmany), there are still plenty
of reasons to enjoy this movie. For those who would argue either
side of the case of the importance of supporting gay and lesbian
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cinema for the sake of supporting lesbian and gay cinema,
consider the following as justifications for seeing Salmonberries,
either again or for the very first time.

* If you're homosexual, male or female, it's the law.

* You have an opportunity to see k.d. lang naked again, in case you
blinked the first time.

¢ The tundra makes Houston in July look good.

* It’s evidence that Loréna Bobbit was precognitively influenced by
k.d.'s line “I'll cut your dick off.”

* In Berlin even the straight women look gay.

* Watching k.d. pull a bobsled across the Alaskan plains helps you
forget all about that nasty Exxon-Valdez incident.

* 94 consecutive minutes of anything uninterrupted by coverage of

k. d. lang and Rosel Zech in Percy Adlon’s Salmonberries.

the O.J. Simpson trial is a rare treat.

* The Greenway 3 is a hip place to take a date who isn't tunnel-shy.

* It's the equivalent of simultancously watching The Crying Game,
White Fang and three episodes of Northern Exposure without investing
so much time—very efficient.

* Amusing to realize that little Mark Cain, Chuck (The Riffeman )
Connors’ son had an abandoned sibling who would grow up to be a big
ol’ dyke with lead poisoning. Ain't life funny sometimes?

Percy Adlon's Salmonberries plays July 15-21 at Landmark’s
Greenway, 5 Greenway Plaza. 626-0402.

Books

From porn to print: A legend of the sex
screen turns to AIDS activism

Locke Out
By Richard Locke.
First Hand Books. 193 pages. $16.95.

Review by Andy Fabo & Michael Balser XTRA,
Toronto, GayNet News Service

Richard Locke has survived the ‘60s: the
Vietnam resistance, drugs; the ‘70s: the Castro,

the deaths of his lovers. Now, in
the ‘90s: he's writing all about
it. You may remember Richard
Locke, the voiceless onein those
dusty, desert scenes in porn
movies—the horny loner cruis-
ingthe highway. Unlike the char-
acters he's played, he says, “Iam
not a man of few words.” Locke
is, in fact, a gregarious story-
teller who speaks about his lov-
ers, porn stars, AIDS activists
and legendary drag queens. In
the summer of 1982, Richard
divided his time between his
geodesic dome in Palm Springs

the US Centers for Disease
Control and 2 medical con-
dition known as GRID (Gay
Related Immune Defi-
ciency). Locke was con-
vinced that ignorance was
spreading this disease and
information was not get-
ting to the local gay com-
munity. So Locke went to
New York, where the gay
media kept the community
up to date about the dis-
ease—soon to be known as
AIDS.

“In New York,” Locke

the Saint, Fire Island, the gay porn industry; the
‘80s: AIDS, support groups, activism, HIV drugs,
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and freelance writing for gay community pa-  reflects, “I read Larry Kramer's article in the
pers in San Francisco. One particular storythat ~ New York Native—1,230and Counting. People
he and his editor followed at the time involved ~ were becoming numbers, the [same] way we

B I

referred to tricks as numbers. While doing interviews at the AIDS Re-
source Center, | met two young men with AIDS who had fallen in love in
a support group. They were not numbers; they were real, living, loving
people.” At that time, Locke's life revolved around his New York research
and his ailing lover, Allan Noseworthy III. There he met many of the
people who would become central figures in the AIDS epidemic. He
continued to write articles and volunteered for the early support group,
the AIDS Resource Center.

But Locke's return to San Francisco was difficult: “I wanted to share
what I had learned in New York, but | wasn't accepted because of my
association with porno. I was seen as an inappropriate spokesperson for
safe sex. I had to find my own niche as a safe-sex activist. So | did seminars
in sex clubs and bathhouses." Most literature about AIDS fits into
recognizable genres: journalism, memoirs, fiction, poetry and theory.
Locke's books, In the Heat of Passion and Locke Out, are more like
experimental films: “I want my books to read like films, my first love. In
the ‘60s I ran a little cinema in San Francisco. I wanted to be behind the
camera, but I ended up on the other side, so to speak.” All too often, safe-
sex information is a collage of journalistic dramatizations and fictional
episodes imposed on personal recollections; “When I began writing
erotic safe-sex stories, they were a reaction to the clinical literature that
was available; [my] stories were often based on real encounters.” Reflect-
ing the kaleidoscopic reality that is all too familiar to many community
members dealing with AIDS, and unlike the slightly detached voice of
Randy Shilts's journalism, Locke's writing has the focused urgency of a
PWA caught in the maelstrom of HIV. His sane and confident voice relays
valuable information and insightful anecdotes. In 1986 Locke stopped
making public appearances in order to write full time. “Without the
support of an organization,” says Locke, “I couldn't continue the safe-sex
work. But if  helped save one life, it was all worthwhile.” Recently, Locke
was in Toronto to promote and autograph his latest published work,
Locke Out. Those who were fortunate enough to speak with™him were
impressed by this humble man who has been a role mjodel for millions of
gay men around the world. And when all is said and done, Richard Locke
still has a sense of humor. “They used to say [I] was a cheap fuck. But now
that I spend $50 at the pharmacy on condoms, lubricant, cleansers and
antibacterial soap, I'm no cheap fuck!” Today Richard Locke is living with
AIDS in the Russian River Valley area near San Francisco, close to the
farming community where he spent his youth. He leads a modest
existence and has beaten many infections and depressions, always creat-
ing new goals and writing projects to feed his spirit. Currently he is
attempting to publish his novella-play, Living, a love story.

Breaking the Silence:
Human Rights Violations

Based on Sexual Orientation.

$6. Amnesty International. 440 Bloor W, Toronto M5S 1X5.
(416) 929-9477.

Governments throughout the world are harassing, detaining and in
* some cases executing people because of their sexual orientation, accord-
ing to Amnesty International.

In Breaking The Silence, the human rights organization's first report
dealing exclusively with human rights violations against lesbians and gay
men, Amnesty states there is ample evidence that governments in all
regions of the world direct abuse specifically at homosexuals.

In countries such as Iran, Mauritania and the Republic of Yemen,
homosexuality is punished by death. Other countries regularly detain
people for their real or perceived homosexuality, despite little or no
evidence of their having engaged in sexual acts. Such arrests show the
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function of these laws to be regulators of gay
identity, Amnesty says.

The report cites the case of a Romanian
couple, Mirel Ciprian Cucu and Milorad
Mutascu, arrested in January 1993 and jailed.
The two men were living together at the time of
their arrest. They were charged under Article
200 of the Romanian Penal Code, which carries
a prison sentence of up to five years for “having
sexual relations with a person of the same sex.”

After spending six months in jail, the two
were convicted and received suspended sen-
tences of one and two years' imprisonment
respectively.

Amnesty is working on the cases of three
other Romanian men convicted under Article
200. They are servingup to two and a halfyears.
The organization considers the men to be
prisoners of conscience and is calling for their
immediate and unconditional release.

Other countries singled out by Amnesty
for their treatment of lesbians and gay men
include:

* Turkey, where 28 foreign and three
Turkish gay activists were detained in July
1993, prior to that country's first Congress of
Homosexual Solidarity. The foreign delegates
were told that they would have to undergo HIV
tests and strip searches; they were then de-
ported

* Mexico, where two gay activists known

Amnesty International's
work on behalf of leshians
and gay men is recent.

Al finally expanded its
mandate to consider anyone

imprisoned for homosexual acts.

for their AIDS education work among male
prostitutes were detained and beaten by Mexico
City police in June 1992. They were detained
for more than one year — for reasons Amnesty
believes are related solely to their advocacy of
rights for Mexico's gay community

* China, where a Cantonese man was
sentenced in February 1993 to eight years for
having homosexual relations. A lesbian couple
was detained for 15 days on charges of “unruly
behavior” in April 1992. China also uses elec-
tric shocks and psychotropic drugs on detain-
ees to change their sexual orientation.

Interlocking prejudices and discrimina-
tion often underlie execution, torture and de-
tention, according to Amnesty. “For example, a
woman in prison may be raped not only be-
cause she is a female, but because she is a

lesbian,” the report states, “and the action is
specifically targeted at breaking down her
sexual identity.

A section of the report is devoted to
burgeoninginternational lesbian and gay move-
ments and their victories. An Asian Lesbian
Network, for example, which includes groups
from Bangladesh, India, Singapore and Thai-
land, held its first formal meeting in 1990. And
in Nigeria, the first gay conference was held in
1991, despite a law that makes homosexual
acts punishable by up to 14 years in jail.

Amnesty International's work on behalf
of lesbians and gay men is recent. In 1979 the
organization affirmed that those imprisoned
for advocating gay rights would be considered
prisoners of conscience. In 1982, Amnesty
condemned the forced “medical” treatment
carried out on people in detention to alter
their sexual orientation. In 1991, Al finally
expanded its mandate to consider adopting
anyone imprisoned for homosexual acts.

Itsfundraising merchandise nowincludes
buttons and T-shirts with the message “Love Is
a Basic Human Right” over a large pink tri-
angle.

The report states that the ultimate goal is
to ensure that human rights violations against
lesbians and gay men be placed squarely onto
the agenda of the United Nations and other
intergovernmental bodies.
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FBPs 1993 Federal
Hate Crimes Report

BERLIN (GayNet) — FBI Director Louls Freeh,
in Germany for an anti-right wing conference,
released detalls of the U.S. govemment's
1993 hate crimes statistics. Of the 7,684
crimes reported, the report Indicates, 806 - or
10.5% - were motivated by the victim's sexual
orientation. The crimes reported ranged from
minor property vandalism to assaults, rapes
and murders. The motivation In the majority
of the reported hate crimes continued to be
race (4,168), followed by religion (1,189).
Sexual orlentation - which almost exclusively
means antl-gay attacks - followed next, and
national or ethnic origin was last with 583
reported crimes.

American Airlines
Produces
Gay-Positive
Employee Video

ATLANTA (GayNet) — American Alrlines,
which ran into troubled skies when a flight
crew carrying passengers back from the Na-
tional March on Washington last year re-
placed all the plllows and blankets midway
through the flight because gays and lesbians
had used them, has put out a gay-positive
employee videotape for its 70,000 workers
“to help prevent the unfortunate incidents In
the past” and “to make it clear that its policies
of nondiscrimination and faimess are taken to
heart.”

Federal Commission
Sues Union Health Fund
Over AIDS

PHILADELPHIA (GayNet) — The U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission has
filed a lawsult against the Laborers District
Coundl of the Building & Construction Health
& Welfare Fund, charging the union fund with
Insurance discrimination against workers with
HIV or AIDS. The suit charges that the fund has
a lifetime limit of $100,000 on insurance
payments for catastrophic llinesses - but a
$10,000 lifetime cap on payments for treat-
ment related to HIV or AIDS.

Gay Store Charged with
Obscenity for Renting
Pasolini Film

CINCINNATI (GayNet) — Cincinnati officlals
have charged the Pink Pyramid, a gay and
lesblan book and gift shop with pandering
obscene materials for renting the 1975 classic
Paolo Pasolini film, “Salo: 120 Days ofSodom.”
“Salo,” a controversial and often-graphic anti-
fascist film, periodically shows around the
country In art theaters. But after Cincinnati
undercover police officers rented It, they
charged the store and its employees with

pandering obscenity. Cathy Adams, Pink
Pyramid's attorney, sald, “It's a very disturb-
ing film, but it has great artistic value and has
received a lot of artistic acclaim.” The late
Pasolini also directed “The Canterbury Tales,”
“Gospel According to St. Matthew,"” and “Oe-
dipus Rex.” His “Salo” is an adaptation of a
novel by the Marquis DeSade, updated to
Italy during World War II.

Italian Medical Ethics
Group Doesn’t Want
Pregnant Lesbians

ROME (GayNet) — The National Committee
for Bio-ethics in Italy has Issued new guide-
lines urging that artificial Insemination be re-
stricted to heterosexuals of chlld-bearing age—
and not be extended to lesbians. The guide-
lines come after news reports that a lesblan
mother recently gave birth to a child she
Intends to rear with her female partner and
statements by the artificial Insemination clinic
In Northern Italy thatimpregnated the woman
that it would continue to offer its services to
lesbians, The Vatican’s principal morality theo-
loglan, Father Gino Concettl, sald the church
welcomes the new guidelines. In an editorial
in the Catholic paper, L'Osservatore Romano
recently, Concettl wrote that artificial insemi-
nation for lesbians “represents a challenge to
reason and nature and by extension a chal-
lenge to God, the creator of man and woman,
of nature and the rules that govern the life of
the universe.”

~:(:aribl:ean Clinic Shut
‘Down as AIDS ‘Hoax’

GEORGE TOWN, Cayman Island (GayNet) —
According to the Reuters news service, gov-
emment health officials on the Cayman Is-
lands closed down an AIDS treatment clinic
because it says the procedure offered at the
facility - ata cost of $15,000 per patient—is “a
hoax.” Officlals said the firms operating the
clinic— Anti-Viral of America and Interna-
tional Laboratories Ltd. —touted a treatment
of vitamin C and the anti-gout drug colchichine
in a saline solution. The treatment, Cayman
Islands officlais sald, had been advertised In
the U.S. as a “clinical trial” although neither
the U.S. nor Britain have sanctioned any trials
for such a combination treatment.

HIV Transmission Risks
Among Bisexual Men

SAN FRANCISCO (GayNet) — A study on the
prevalence and patterns of sexual behavior
among male bisexuals has concluded that San
Francisco men Identifying themselves as bi-
sexual are not likely to transmit HIV to their
female partners. The finding by researchers at
the University of California at San Francisco
contradicts a general misconception that bi-
sexual men provide a “bridge” carrying HIV
from the gay subculture to the larger hetero-
sexual community, according to UCSF lead
researcher Dr. Maria Ekstrand. The study, which
Involved 140 unmarried men whose HIV sta-
tus was known to the researchers, found that

continued on page 35
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Life As A Gay Man

Part I- Before 35
(A Guide to the Developmental Tasks of Young Gay Men)

by Bill Scott, CSW-ACP

he stereotype of youth tends to be one of beauty and a carefree life. This
message is far from the truth; youth is not an easy time. In the scheme

of life, it the most challenging and difficult time of our growth process,
especially for people who are oppressed and discriminated against by society.
Most insecurities, impending fear and depressions occur between the ages

of 20-35. Our idiosyncrasies are exposed and usually judged by our peers and
most importantly by ourselves— private burden of self consciousness that is

often overwhelming.

The purpose of this series is to offer gay men the tools to deal with life’s
mandated developmental milestones and to give permission for any array of
feelings, so they can develop their full potential and develop their own road map

to life.

In knowing what is at the root of this “washing machine” of young-adult
feelings, it is possible to survive gay young adulthood with minimal pain.

Knowledge is power.

Ouir first twenty years, our most forma-
tive years, are full of society’s heterosexist
oppression. The psychology of this op-
pression denies us necessary tasks we
should experience, i.e., exploring healthy
intimacy and dating. These are typical
adolescent tasks which are denied to
most lesbian and gay youth. If we do not
explore in adolescence, we are usually
shamed, punished, judged, labeled and
rejected.

As gay men in our 20s and early
30s, we must make up for lost time (i.e.,
lost adolescence). This is a primary task
facing gay young adults for physical and
psychological survival. This make-up
period turns into a sort of “crashing out”
period, wherein the tasks of adolescence
and adulthood are being tested concur-
rently within active exploration of the
various social environments and net-
works through which gay people meet.
Sexual activity may frequently predomi-

%,

nate during this stage. Hormones are
cooking strong! It is a search for a sense
of community and a peer group. Many
of us enter this state with an attitude of
eager anticipation, with mixed feelings
of hope and fear or with a desperate
sense of “What do | have to lose?”
The primary task of crashing out is
making up for lost time. A concept that
has proven very helpful to many of my
clients is that this represents a develop-
mental lag due to the loss of chronologi-
cal adolescence. Individuals with gay
feelings typically go into a kind of devel-
opmental deep freeze of their private
selves around the time of puberty and
don't start actively exploring who they
are and where they can find others like
themselves until late adolescence or
early middle adulthood. This discrep-
ancy between chronological age and
developmental age is often puzzling and
frightening to gay men, who may other-

wise be well on their way to intellectual,
vocational and financial maturity. This
inability to meet other young gays and
to develop and maintain gay relation-
ships may confirm their lingering suspi-
cions that their sexuality is “bad.” Relief
can come by thinking, “Yes, Imay be 19
or 25 or 30 years old in terms of actual
age. However, in terms of social skills
and knowledge of intimacy with other
gays, my development-age is closer to
14 or 15.”

Don’t judge this as bad. It could be
your best asset and lots of fun! If you
accept this explanation, you can em-
bark on an affirmative adventure to
recapture and enjoy your lost adoles-
cence and stop shaming yourself for
social mistakes and failures. It's a little
like being “born again.”

The social networks where gay men
meet are large and diverse—the YMCA,
parks, universities, organizations, bars,
gay and HIV-related political groups,
personal ads, through friends and friends
of friends and so forth. You need to be
clearabout what type of intimacy you're
seeking to fulfill your needs and how
likely it is that these needs will be met in
a particular environment.

Problems will arise, for example, if
the individual is looking for a friend or
companion in a setting that is primarily
oriented towards sexual contacts, or
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conversely, ifhe goes looking fora sexual
partner in a situation where intellectual
or spiritual intimacy is predominate. It
mightwork, butthe possibilities are small.
Your probabilities increase with deliber-
ate selections of social environment and
effective development of individual
assertiveness skills to help you get what
you want.

Young gay men are very self-con-
scious and, in most instances, will focus
our attention on our own body experi-
ences or on our private mental experi-
ences. Being around other young gay
men means doubling this effort, when
most of those situations should be effort-
less. Many of these self-conscious gay
men yield to the strain and
retreat into lonely isolation.
When they are alone, they
may remain locked inself-
awareness, but the effect
of divided attention is
reduced.

Most self-conscious
people develop the habit,
not from vanity, but from
anxieties and uncertainty.
Anxieties are oversensitive
alarm signals that sound
inside the self when en-
countering fairly tame cir-
cumstances. Alarms are
imperative; they demand
attention. Any attention
devoted to alarm response
is attention relegated in-
side the self-awareness
from simple external real-
ity. Insecurity alarm is an
overconcern with succeed-
ing in a social situation like
a gay bar or on a date!

Self-consciousness constitutes
wasteful distraction and often leads to
contrived performance when with other
people...youappear phony and wooden.
The big challenge for self-conscious gay
males is to find the outside. That may
not happen by trying to direct one's
attention there. Trying to direct attention
draws attention to directing, which is an
inner experience. The self-conscious
person only stops experiencing his fa-
miliar discomfort when he forgets him-
self. This is not a moral issue—it is a
practical matter.

Given that anxieties and insecurity
can be eliminated, curiosity can be the
self-conscious gay male's salvation. He
needs only an appetite to investigate
what goes on with other people or to
simply practice empathy for others with-
out judgment.

The stress of crashing-out can lead
to other problems, such as chemical
abuse (33% of us become substance
abusers during our coming out), lack of

If the young
gay man lacks
a clear
understanding
of his intimacy
needs or is
unable to

assert those

needs
successfully,
he may
unknowingly
displace al! of
these onto sex.

good sexual hygiene, sexual dysfunc-
tion, and promiscuity in an addictive
quest for pleasure.

If the young gay man lacks a clear
understanding of his intimacy needs or
is unable to assert those needs success-
fully, he may unknowingly displace all of
these onto sex. Men biologically tend to
sexual needs first and emotional needs
second (the reverse is usually true for
lesbians and heterosexual women). For
those whose sex drive is dominating the
crashing-out stage, it can become a
never-ending cycle of sexual addiction.
This can result in more frequent risk in
contracting HIV, loneliness, to complex
or unrealistic expectations
about sexual contact. It
can result in a compulsive
cycle of sexually acting-
out, followed by an emo-
tional letdown or a hang-
over effect when needs
aren't fulfilled and then the
use of more sex to ease
emotional pain.

Crashing-out, like ado-
lescence, can be a chaotic
period of emotional highs
and lows. Young gay adulits
may be astonished to dis-
cover that there are liter-
ally thousands of others
like themselves. Many of
these gay men are attracted
to each other, yet at the
same time terrified by an
initial sense of social in-
eptitude and an awkward-
ness in expressing what
they want from this new
peer group.

Entry into the gay community may
be quick and easy or long and difficult,
depending upon many variables. Hope-
fully the gay male will finally discover
some environment where he can feel
relatively safe and open about who he is
and can begin to make up for the lost
time stolen from him in his developmen-
tal years (primarily adolescence.)

After the task of crashing-out, we
face forming our first relationship. Since
the sciences of psychology and sociol-
ogy tell us at least three relationships or
affairs are needed in adolescence in
order to gain experience and knowledge
to be able to choose a “best life mate,”
we are already at a disadvantage. Gay
men often couple, set up house and buy
the china several times before they are
certain this is the right relationship for
life. In adolescence, the relationship
would resolve in 3 to 6 months, as young
gay men we tend to invest 1 to 6 years in
each relationship. Quite different from
our heterosexual peers.

For gay men, as for everyone, your
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style of love is different from your
partner's. In their insightful work on
human relationships, Styles of Loving,
Lasswell and Lobsenz state that:

“In most relationships, however,
partners remain unaware that their ways
of demonstrating and accepting love
are incompatible. The emotional script
is obvious and self-defeating: ‘I, like
every man and woman, wantto be loved.
But, like every man and woman, | have
my own idea, grounded in my personal-
ity and temperament and experience of
what loving and being loved means.
Moreover, locked in the prison of my
own ways of thinking and feeling, | as-
sume that my definition of love is the
only correct one. As a result, | want and
expect to be loved in the same way that
| love others, with the same responses
that | interpret as the evidence of loving.

Butlam not loved that way. Instead
(and quite logical, if one could be logical
about this), | am loved the way my
partner thinks and feels about love, the
way he or she understands and ex-
presses it. In my own distress, | do not
recognize that my partner is experienc-
ing the same incongruity in reverse.
Puzzled, hurt, unable to communicate
our confusion to each other, we both
unreasonably feel unloved.”

Another reason we may feel un-
loved is contained in Richard Green's

book the Sissy Boy Syndrome. He be-
lieves that 80% of gay men take on the
style of love that their mothers dis-
played towards their fathers and to them-
selves. Conversely, we will attract a
style that was returned to mother by
father or other significant male models.
Yes, most gay men are their moth-
ers and are looking for “Daddy.” This is
natural, because, from the ages of 4 to
11 our brains are like computers pro-
grammed to test out in later life what we
observe during those years. Heterosexual
couples often say at 40 years of age, “I
am just like my parents, making the
same mistakes as well as displaying the
same strengths.” Know your style of
love. If it does not produce healthy rela-
tionships, you know that you have a few
dragons to slay. Life is full of challenges
to grow and develop new behavior.
Affirmative desire for greater inti-
macy and a sense of belonging with
another, growing fears of permanent
loneliness, or a combination of these
factors, may motivate many gays to
seek out a primary relationship. Ironi-
cally, the search for closeness, if suc-
cessful, may result in a new isolation for
gay people. There are many reasons for
this isolation. Like any new couple, you
want to spend a great deal of time get-
ting to know each other. Doing laundry
can become wonderfully romantic when

done together!

Another source of increasing isola-
tion may come from the loss of environ-
ments and/or relationships now consid-
ered off limits by one or both partners.
The sexual freedom of crashing-out
(adolescence) that partners may have
enjoyed in the gay community now
poses a potential threat to the relation-
ship. Questions of monogamy and safe

people with whom to socialize and places’

to go need to be worked out together.
Lack of visible and positive role models
and lack of constructive advice from
other gay couples can complicate an
already stressful process. Using a het-
erosexual couple as a model in first
relationships can be devastating. Addi-
tionally, there is the symbolic impor-
tance of the relationship itself, exempli-
fied by a couple feeling that “We've
proved that we can have a primary
relationship, now we have to maintain it
all costs!” This symbolic element can
add an urgency that often leads to enor-
mous and unrealistic expectations about
what constitutes a “happy” gay couple.

As the relationship evolves, the
changing emphasis from sex and emo-
tional passion to a more easy-going and
broader sense of comfort and affection
can panic a new couple who may have
unconsciously defined emotion and
commitment in terms of number and
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quality of orgasms that have been ex-
perienced during a given period. Re-
newal of personal interests and time
spent away from each other that can
actually enrich the relationship may
also be misunderstood as rejection or
indifference. Remember a general rule
of thumb: Freedom makes love grow!
This freedom can make yourlover your
best friend.

Gay men at different stages of de-
velopment, who begin a relationship,
will face a special difficulty. One man
who has not crashed-out sufficiently to
really understand his own intimacy
needs will feel stifled and resentful with
a partner who is ready for and expects
monogamy. One partner may begin a
pattern of secret outside sex, which
leads to guilt, anger, shame and con-
flict over irrelevant issues. Lies can
drive people crazy! Ben Franklin once
said, “If you never lied, you would never
have to remember anything.”

We, as gay men who have exten-
sive histories of hiding our sexual orien-
tation (like not being out to parents or
at work) or keeping our anger and
frustration a secret in order to survive,
need to learn how to fight openly and
fairly and to experience healthy anger
as an important source of intimacy and
caring. Finally, the new couple may try
to import heterosexual rules and roles

from their families or from past non-gay
relationships that just don’t work.

In short, the probability for failure of
the first relationship is quite high—and
so is the second!

However, it gets better! If this is not
recognized by the couple, either before,
during or after the termination of the
relationship, they may turn their grief
about an eventual relationship failure
into depression and cynicism about the
gay community and its lifestyle in gen-
eral. They can decide that crashing-out
is the end of the line. When gay men end
relationships, they often regress to ado-
lescent crashing-out (at any age.)

More and more gay men are be-
coming more informative aboutthe types
of relationships that exist within the gay
community. A good resource for this
information is contained in Betty Brozon's
Permanent Partners. The central issues
that faces a young gay couple is whether
an early relationship failure is cause for
total despair or whether it is important
albeit very painful learning experience
that can improve future chances for a
successful primary relationship.

The last task for young gay men is
open-ended self-definition and reinte-
gration that involves looking at every
facet of an individual’s life and making
decisions about how public one wishes
to be with the private self. Arrival at this

level indicates that the individual can
make these decisions thoughtfully and
deliberately, based on health and self-
interest, personal pride and self-respect.
The older, mature gay man really does
not care what others think, as long as he
does not hurt himself or others.

Since life is a process of change,
new situations will provide a continuing
challenge to carefully assess the risk
and benefits of sharing one's real feel-
ings about being a gay man. Remember,
new feelings will continue to emerge;
new labels and concepts will be dis-
cussed and better understood. New so-
cial networks will be defined and ex-
plained, and new relationships and inti-
macies will be enjoyed.

Part Il of Life As A Gay Man will
focus on the years after age 35. These
tend to be much more enjoyable, relax-
ing times and come with a sense than
inner peace is within your grasp.

These writings are dedicated to the
memory of Jim Beecher, student, social
worker and caring human being whose
contributions and collaboration cannot
be measured.

Bill Scott, LCSW-ACPis a psychotherdpist with
New Counseling Center. For information regarding
this article call 529-1913.
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In 1986 Joseph Perez was diagnosed with HIV.
Eight years later, he won a gold medal at
New York City's Gay Games IV. This is his story.

Positively A Champion

everything became very cloudy, especially since I was not  York City known as Unity 94 Gay Games. My answer to him was, “Of

M y life really began in 1986 when I was diagnosed HIV+. Thatday,  iar with the Gay Games that I learned of the aerobic competition in New

prepared for what I had to face. Throughout that day and those ~ course not.”
that followed, I experienced many difficult moments
where I had to put on a happy face or wear a smile, even
when I was sad and very unhappy. From that day forward,
I had to make a lot of my own decisions and, in doing this,
I felt alone and lost in sorrow.

1987 was my year to pick myself up from off the
ground, hold my head up high and start something new.
I began to try and understand just what it was that I really
wanted out of life and what I needed to do to achieve this.
In a sad time with great amounts of courage, I made
choices which led me to many victories. Through these
choices and victories, I began to understand and realize
thatI'would be the only person that would change my life. |88
1 knew then that I could make it happen for better or for |F8
worse. I started making decisions and choices that would
enable me to regain my independence, my dignity and,
most of all, enable me to love myself.

In 1988, I met the most important person in my life,
the very person that would assist me with my positive [*
changes. To this day, he supports me in everything thatl |
do, including my finances, travel, career, hobbies, social

At the time I was approached about competing in
the Gay Games, I was very busy with another project. A
friend tried very hard to encourage me to postpone the
project, compete in New York, then resume the project
afterwards. It was at this time that Alan Bourgeois
contacted me and asked if  would consider being part
ofa video he was putting together. When I asked about
the video, Alan explained that it would deal primarily
with HIV and health and fitness. I was very surprised
and felt honored that he would ask me. Happily I told
him that I would be in the video and that I had planned
to do a similar video project after my return from the
games. At this point, I asked Alan if he knew that I was
=== HIV+ and had been for nine years, to which he replied

*| that he “had no clue.”

I began to train for the games and to prepare for
the competition ahead. I hired a personal trainer,
Johnny West from the Fitness Exchange, and choreog-
rapher Ernest Perez from Bally's President and First
Lady. To coordinate and edit my music, I secured the
artistic services of Chuck Proski. All of this was financed

life and my independence. He especially supports me in my quest for by way of my mom'’s famous hot tamales. My mother made and sold hot
dignity and even more 50 in the love that we share together. For many  tamales in order to raise funds for my training and to cover my New York
reasons, too numerous to list, he is responsible for my still being alive.  expenses. She worked many hours in the kitchen preparing the tamales.

Before I met him and before [ was diag-
nosed with HIV, [ weighed 200 pounds.
Because of my meeting him, I began to
exercise and lose weight. At first, myonly
reason was to trim down. But as time
wenton, Ibegan to feel the need tokeep
exercising for health reasons as well. As
a result of the trimming down and exer-
cise program, I began teaching aerobics
in 1987. During this period I taught for
Bally’s President and First Lady and The
Waist Basket. Several times I had been
asked to compete in aerobic competi-
tions but I never really took this seri-

ously,

Years later, [ was to hear about - s
the Gay Games, and again I was to be : ; '?,:'*m‘ .::: P
asked to participate in an aerobic com- L AN e
petition. Iknew nothing of the Gay Games

and thoughtitodd thatI had been gay for
so long and had never heard of the
games. It was only when a team member
approached me and asked if I was famil-
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She was very proud, and without
her support and contribution, 1
would not have made it to New
York. (I love you Mom). In fact,
while speaking to a crowd in New
York, I made the comment, “Yes,
we sold a lot of hot tamales!” The
crowd loved it.

Being in NYC for the first
time was an experience in itself. I
was very fortunate and thankful
to be a welcomed guest of Cesar
Galindo and his friends. They
made me feel very comfortable in
their city. The entire scene in
NYC was magical. The energy that
we all felt, as though one large
family, made a world of differ-
ence. | had heard stories about
the San Francisco and Vancouver
Gay Games and, although they,
too, were wonderful by all ac-
counts, | am glad that I did not

miss this one in NYC. I am glad I was part of it.

I competed in the Men's Novice category against 12 other contend-
ers from all over the world. Before my competition, I was so nervous and
fearful about getting up to compete and just losing it. My fears ranged
from suddenly not being able to move, forgetting to smile, correct arm
placements to my transitions being off beat. During this time of doubt and
fear, encouragement came from my lover, DJ., Ernest Perez, Linda
Anderson, Jackie Doval and all of Team Houston cheering me on.

As I rose up to perform, I tuned everything out except the music. I
kept talking to myself and correcting myself, as I stood tall, jumped into
the air and executed my landing. In my “talking”, I was monitoring and
questioning my performance. The next thing I knew, I could hear my
name being shouted out loud over the blaring music, followed with
cheers of joy. At this point, I knew that I was doing just fine and to
continue doing just as I was. I knew that God had given me these
wonderful gifts and ability to do sowell. I could feel the love in that room,
the many warm hearts and the strong hands clapping for a job well done.

Afterwards, as I stood and told my “HIV+ Success Story,” I felt that
the people all around me understood and perhaps for the first time—and
0 many at one time. I was right. As I stepped off the stage, people were
coming to me crying, holding me with tears of joy, happy hugs and a lot
of love. I was told by many people that day of the inspiration I had given
them. People would tell me of their health status and of how they felt as
they listened to me. Suddenly they no longer felt alone.

This overwhelming surprise of joy, laughter and success, and the
winning of the Gold Medal, I dedicate to my beloved mother. My mother,
the person who always believed in me, the very one who took her days
and nights to support me. Through all of my pains and sorrows, she has
been there, and so it is fitting that she is here in the laughter and joy.

—Love, Your Son, Joe A. Perez, Jr.
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The GIFTS oF HIV/AID

By Patrick J. Vachon, LMSW-ACP

t has now been over fourteen years since those infamous first cases of

HIV/AIDS began appearing in New York and San Francisco. During this

period the devastation to the world, and most especially the gay

community, has been well documented. We are constantly reminded of the

human, social, financial and personal losses. Rarely, however, does anyone
focus on the brighter side of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, the aspects that may be

contributing to the betterment of individuals, relationships, communities and

society as a whole.

y experience has been that people who
M attempt to focus, even for a moment,

on the positive aspects of this epidemic
are chastised for minimizing or are accused of
working against the advancement of a cure. At
the risk of offending some individuals, I would
like to take an opportunity to share some of my
professional observations on this issue.

Because a large percentage of my practice
is gay men, I have the opportunity and pleasure
of working with people living with HIV/AIDS.
Countless numbers of men have initially called
my office because they seroconverted or have
encountered some event that has
forced them to deal with their HIV
status. Initially, and logically so, there
is a phase of trauma which includes a
grieving process. In general, how-
ever, | have found that the most emo-
tionally intense part of this process is
short lived followed by other op-
tions. In general these options in-
clude some form of “fight, flight or
submission.”

The option of “flight” might in-
clude a choice either short- or long-
term to run from rather than face the issues.
The unhealthy forms of “flight” might include
the more obvious such as escape through the
use of drugs and/or alcohol, or other less obvi-
ous forms including excessive work, travel, sex
orevensocial and political activism. Iwould like
to note here that some of the “less obvious”

indicated above may be very adaptive in mod-
eration however become maladaptive in excess
or if utilized for unhealthy reasons or escape.
The submission posture generally results
in anindividual giving up on the various aspects
of living, including work, family, friends and
health. The future of this choice is obvious, as
this generally facilitates deterioration of the
emotional, mental and spiritual bodies result-
ing in physical illness and ultimately death.
Finally the “fight” option might take the
form of direct confrontation or “taking the bull
by the horns,” as well as a healthy involvement

The only thing necessary is a true
willingness to accept the gifts that
are before their eyes, the gifts are

ever present shrouded only by

a resistance to vision.

with their personal, financial, social, and politi-
cal future. Other forms of “fight” may include a
refusal to let a virus control and ruin their life
and an insistence on maximizing the life expe-
rience. In this mode, there is a healthy balance
of taking care of business, remaining well in-
formed and living responsibly. In general, this

direction tends to remove a person from a
victim mode and allows for a more proactive
stance overall.

The gifts that an individual might receive
will likely correlate to the “fight,” “flight” or
“submission” positions indicated above. It is
very difficult to see a gift, let alone be willing to
accept and enjoy it, if one is more focused on
dying than living or if in a “flight” mode.

Many clients have arrived in my office in
what might be identified as an unhealthy re-
sponse mode. Ifa desire to live is present, most
are able to shift into a more productive direc-
tion. Some, however, lack the desire and, by
nature of the process, become disillusioned
and terminate therapy. Living takes work and
dedication. However, the growth which can
occur from this dedication can provide immea-
surable benefits, happiness and peace.

Of those that become or remain dedi-
cated to life, almost all have eventually re-
sponded in a very interesting way. Most clients
have stated that they are glad they are HIV

| positive, citing that the changes that they have

made in their lives would not likely have oc-
curred had it not been for HIV. This is certainly
not to imply that they would prefer to remain
HIV positive if given a choice. What, then, are
the gifts that have been received by these indi-
viduals, their partners, friends, fam-
ily, the Gay/Lesbian community and
ultimately the entire society?
People have repeatedly cited
that had it not been for HIV/AIDS
they would not have been as likely to
come out to their family and friends.
Improvement in relationships be-
tween family and friends are often
cited as a result of HIV/AIDS. Most
indicate that there has been a shift in
what they identify as valuable in life
itself. Material things often become
less valuable being replaced by a more intensi-
fied value on friends, family and intimate love
relationships. Because of physical need, many
people make shifts in the way they care for their
bodies. There is often a change in diet, exer-
cise, rest and a reduction or removal of recre-
ational drugs and alcohol. A shift also might

occur in what is perceived as problematic in
their lives. There is often a need and/or desire
to let go of the little problems in life, a “don’t
sweat the small stuff” attitude often prevails.
Common shifts often include returning to
school, taking up a hobby, a reinvestment in

same ways as the HIV-infected person. This
might include physical distancing, drugs, alco-
hol, avoidance or denial of the issue. Those
who have allowed themselves to remain present
and confront their fears also identify shifts in
their own value systems. Virtually all of the

support. This unification may never have oc-
curred or would certainly have been delayed if
not for HIV/AIDS.

This theme is also extended outward to
non gay/lesbian individuals. Many non esbian/
gay physicians, nurses, artists, family members,

spirituality or pursuing something

- actors, clergy, and certainly friends

m have always dreamed of. Over- R have opened their hearts to embrace
g gﬁxg&gﬁ;ﬁm pi'r'; Material things often become less e i
tual awarenessand ultimatelyaclari- valuable being replaced by a more %’enalnlyp;a?\y.might suggest
fication of the meaning of life itsell. intensified value on friends, famil that this is not enough, and certainly
Again those individuals who experi- y it is not. We must all continue to
::oe this shift identify HIV/AIDS as and intimate love relationsh Ips. confront our own fears, embrace the
e major corresponding factor. love and live by this example. This, by
The gifts of HIV/AIDS are cer- . J nature of the process, will allow for
tainly not limited to those who hap- the ripple effect of HIV and corre-

pen to be carriers of the virus. It seems that
those most closely connected in some way to
the virus are offered the next wave of gifts. If
they should choose to accept them, gifts are
also available to family, friends, lover, and care
givers. The only thing necessary is a true will-
ingness to accept the gifts that are before their
eyes. The gifts are ever present shrouded only
by a resistance to vision. Unfortunately, many
individuals are not willing or for some reason
believe they are unable to remain present long
enough to accept these gifts. Many friends,
family members physically abandon asituation
or find themselves escaping in many of the

parents, friends and partners with whom I have
worked identify an extreme growth curve from
sharing in the journey.

Other gifts as a result of the HIV ripple
effect can be identified in how the lesbian/gay
community has come together and mobilized.
Where once lesbian and gays remained socially
and often politically separate there has been a
surge of unification, Lesbians have joined gays
in the battle on all fronts, from political action
to fund raising and care taking. This gift of unity
certainly deserves recognition and embracing
by the community as a whole and might well
serve as a universal model of love and mutual

sponding change to occur systemwide.

This overall elevation of consciousness
continues to extend outward to effect those
who are as yet unaware of the potential gifts.
These people, currently blinded, may some-
day open their eyes and allow for the flow of
love to overcome their fear.

Open your eyes, accept the gifts! v

Patrick J. Vachon LMSW-ACP is a Certified
IMAGO Relatinship Therapist in private prac-
tice at new Counseling Center and can be
reached at (713) 529-1913.
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A FEW FACTS ABOUT GAY GAMES IV

ATHLETES FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES
2,073
ATHLETES FROM CANADIAN PROVINCES
612
ATHLETES FROM U.S. STATES & TERRITORIES
6,716

-

5 YEARSHSTILL

SPORTS FEATURED AT GAY GAMES
Aerobics Physique
Aquatics Power-lifting
Badminton Racquetball
Basketball Soccer
Billiards Softball
Bowling Sport Climbing
Cycling Squash
Flag Football Table Tennis
Golf Track & Field
Figure Skating Triathlon
Ice Hockey Volleyball
Marathon Wrestling
Martial Arts/Judo
Sporting Events 31  Volunteers 7,000
| Athletic Venues 30 Announcers 52
| Countries represented 40  Drinking cups 5,200
Continents 6  Tennis balls 6,000
Languages 20 Shower towels 75,000

ST. VINCENT’S HOSPITAL PHYSICIANS ON CALL
FOR PEOPLE WITH HIV/AIDS
7
FUNDS COMMITTED BY THE NETHERLANDS FOR GAY GAMES V IN
1998
$27 MILLION
FUNDS COMMITTED BY THE U.S. FOR GAY GAMES IV y 5 AR
%o _." R ‘i
CONDOMS FROM MAYER LABS FOR DISTRIBUTION ON SITE :
250,000
BOTTLES OF PAIN KILLERS FOR DISTRIBUTION
3,000
MAYOR’S ESTIMATE OF TOURIST REVENUE BROUGHT TO 3. 2 .
NYC BY GAY GAMES 1V ¢ QQ 7. ; y - : Ao | ] 2 Sese N
$111 MILLION & ,/ /8 3 o '. ; i ] ~] : Wy
MAYOR'S ESTIMATE OF TOURIST REVENUE BROUGHT TO NYC BY THE &

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 4 ¢ . ¢ 'é 3 P L] - 1‘,.’;'.‘":
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ESTATE
PLANNING

ACCUMULATING
AN ESTATE AND
PASSING IT ON

by Julie LaRue, LUTCF

quickly you can accumulate property and cash and

conversely how quickly a Chance card can deplete
those assets. The problem with Monopoly—it doesn’t
offer you a chance to plan your estate.

lf you play Monopoly you might have noted how

Do you own a home, contribute to a 401K or other
retirement plan, own any investment or savings accounts or
have someone you care for? If you answered “yes” to any of
these questions, you have an estate worthy of a plan. Many
people see the words “estate planning” and think, ‘I don’thave
an estate so why should | be concerned?”

As you begin to understand the importance of taking
control and planning for your life, you may take the first step in
your estate plan—seeking out legal counsel to help you with
your Last Will and Testament, Powers of Attorney, trusts, Living
Together Agreement and other documents. This is an ex-
tremely important step and ideally should be taken in early
adulthood. These documents can be amended and updated as
you age. But they are especially important because you will be
outlining how you want your assets to pass to your beneficia-
ries—your loved ones.

The next step is beginning to acquire assets. For many
people these may include

—investment accounts
—retirement plans
—life insurance

—a home.

With retirement plans and life insurance you are able to
name beneficiaries. This means that immediately upon your
death, specific assets will pass to whomever you have named
as the beneficiary, and you are generally able to avoid the
probate process.

However, many financial institutions do not allow you to
designate a beneficiary on investment accounts. This will force
you to transfer those assets to your loved one(s) through your
will. If your will is contested in any way, your wishes may not
be followed, and you could be leaving your partner in financial
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chaos. As discussed last month, you need to be aware of the
alternatives. Most fall under the part of estate planning called
Titling of Assets. This includes the way you have your home
titled, such as “joint tenants with rights of survivorship”—a
crucial part of your plan if you own your home with a partner
and you want the other to inherit the home upon your death. An
alternative for your investment accounts are what’s known as
Multiple-party Accounts. “Multiple-party Account” means a
joint account, a convenience account, a Payable on Death
account, or a trust account. MPAs are governed by Part 1 of
Chapter X! of the Texas Probate Code.

Payable on Death accounts may be used as a way to pass
investment accounts to whomever you wish upon your death,
thereby avoiding the probate process. The asset passes out-
side the probate process unless the sums in the account are
needed to pay debts, taxes and expenses of administration.

Other advantages to Multiple-party Accounts are:

—lower expenses. The Cost of probate may be affected by
the value of the property being administered. There are no
administrative costs with MPAs that pass outside of probate,
e.g., joint accounts with rights of survivorship, trust accounts
and Payable on Death accounts.

—avoidance of delays. Probate can be time-consuming,
especially if someone is contesting your will. A contested will
causes delays and may prevent your assets from reaching the
person you intended. In the case of your partner, she or he
could be severely inconvenienced.

—flexibility and affordability. There are usually no fees
associated with opening a Payable on Death account. Not all
financial institutions may be willing to open this type of
account. However, you should continue to search until you do
find one that accepts this type of titling.

Another type of Multiple-party Account is a convenience
account. The advantages of this type of account isthatboth the
party and the cosigner have the right to withdraw any and all
of the funds in the account. It may be used by a party to
establish a method for the cosigner to pay the party's bills
under a variety of situations, e.g., the party has difficulty writing

-
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due to age, accident or physical challenge, or the party is out
of the country for a prolonged period of time.

One danger of MPAs is that individuals may not fully
understand the differences between the types, the way the
accounts operate during their lifetimes and the effects upon
death. As with any legal or financial matter, you should seek
out the appropriate advisers to help you protect your estate.

The last part of estate planning involves reducing federal
estate taxes. Although you may pass your assets through
beneficiary designations, their value is still included in your
estate for federal estate tax purposes. If you have $600,000 or
more in assets, you're looking at a hefty payment to the IRS.
Remember, assets can accumulate faster than you thirik.
Check again—your 401K plan, your home, life insurance
death benefits, inheritances you might receive and the addi-
tional investments you have may be pushing you over the
$600,000 limit. Their current value may not be $600,000, but
it's very possible that their future value could be. This area is
one in which you should seek professional help to learn about
the different strategies to try to reduce or avoid federal estate
tax.

In Monopoly you didn’thave a chance to plan your estate.
Your life is not a game—don't leave your estate plan to a
Chance card. Estate planning can be simple and easy to
accomplish. But most importantly, your loved ones will suffer
less stress and turmoil if you've done proper planning.

Jufie LoRue. LUTCF hos outhored several articles and conducted seminars on finandlal fssues focng the goy
community. A notive Texon, she graduated in 1981 from the University of Texas ot Adington where she competed
o0 its nationally ronked volleyball team. She is a Registered Representotive and kwestment Advisory Associate with
Colvert Securities Comaruon, o registered broker-dealer and investment odvisor and member of The Acacio Group
Information is generalin noture. Be sure to consult an attarney for specific legal advice. For more information regarding
this article contact Ms. LoRue ot 71 3/888-3500.
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RELATIONSHIP CONTRACTS:

WHO NEEDS THEM?

by Connie Moore

ven if you are going to live together ‘til death do you
part, it is still a good idea to make an agreement as to
your rights and responsibilities to each other and put
it in writing. Texas law provides little protection otherwise.

HETEROSEXUAL COUPLES HAVE THE “BENEFIT” OF STATE LAWS
which define the terms of their married relationship. For example, they
acquire the mutual duty of support and also a fiduciary duty to act with the
other’s best interest at heart. When heterosexuals marry, they automati-
cally enter into a “contract” with each other and with the state which is
binding on them until they die or divorce. The state has defined what the
terms of the contract will be. Heterosexuals can change the terms of their
marriage contract by entering into a “pre-nuptial” or “post-nuptial”
agreement.

Homosexuals are not permitted to marry under Texas law. Right
now, the only way that homosexuals can get the same protections and
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benefits that heterosexuals have is by making contracts that define the
terms of their relationships. We call these agreements relationship con-
tracts, or cohabitation agreements.

A cohabitation agreement is a written document that contains the
terms and conditions of a relationship. It is similar to the partnership
agreement that we use in the business world, but it is usually much more
personal.

The main ingredient in any good relationship contract is communi-
cation. It is absolutely necessary that partners sit down and talk out the
options that make up their agreement before reducing it to writing.

Couples who are in therapy may want to discuss their agreement in
the therapy setting. Those who are not in therapy need not go into it in
order to get an agreement together. Some will need to consult with CPAs
or financial planners before finalizing their agreement. Regardless of the
amount of time that it takes to talk things out, the time spent in good
communication is never wasted.

Each cohabitation agreement is tailored to the individual couple that
it concerns. Some of the more popular provisions that we have seen
couples use include the following:

* a statement of what the living arrangements will be

* a schedule of assets owned by each partner

* a statement of each partner’s current employment and income

* a list of property which is considered “community”

* a list of property which is considered “separate”

* a statement of how income and expenses are shared

* the terms of support if only one partner is working

* the method by which real property is owned

* a designation of the partner who is to “keep the books”

* a definition of “separation”

* the terms of separation

* an agreement to mediate and arbitrate disagreements outside the
court setting.

The only provision that must not be in a relationship contract is an
agreement that the contract or any part of it is conditioned on the
exchange of sexual favors. Any such provision will make the contract
invalid. Although it seems unfair, couples must not refer to themselves as
“lovers” in their relationship contracts. Beyond this limitation, the con-
tracts can be as personal as cach couple wants.

It is especially important to have a written agreement when the
parties own real estate, either jointly or separately. Agreements about real
estate must be in writing to be enforceable. By far, more conflicts arise
between our lesbian and gay clients from relationship dissolutions when
real estate is involved and a written contract is not. Rarely do we get called
upon to help interpret the terms of the agreement.

Couples do not have to have a lot of money or many assets before
entering into an agreement. Any committed couple who is interested in
laying out some ground rules in order to secure and protect the relation-
ship is encouraged to draft an agreement.

Connie Moore is a partner at Moore & Hunt, a lesbian/feminist low firm based in Houston. Since
graduating from the University of Houston Low Center, Connie has pursued the area of human-rights
law with an emphasis on lesbion and gay rights. Under Connie’s guidance, Moore & Hunt is a part
of the cooperating attorney network of the Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund. In addition
to feminist, lesbion and gay issues, the firm concentrates in family low, contract negotiations and
disputes, corporation and small business formations, wills, estate planning and probate matters.
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continued from page 21

most of the sexual risk-taking took place when the bisexual men had
sex with other males—not when engaged in sex with women. Only 7
percent of the bisexual males actually reported having sex with women,
and among this group, a mere 2 percent reported having unprotected
vaginal intercourse, the study reports. The findings also indicate that the
men In the study significantly cut back on sexual risk-taking behaviors
In general and particularly during male-male sex, during the five-year
term of the study. Although unprotected vaginal intercourse remains
common among men who have sex with women, this behavior was
reported almost exclusively by the HIV-negative men involved In the
research.

Lesbigay Couples Sue Austin Over
Loss of Partner Benefits

AUSTIN, Texas (GayNet) — Three Austin lesbian and gay couples have
filed suit in a Texas district court against the city of Austin because of the
loss of domestic partner benefits when city voters in May overwhelm-
ingly repealed a city ordinance that extended the benefits to city
employees. The ACLU says It will probably also file a similar suit in behalf
of 98 other city workers - both gay and straight - whose partners lost
the benefits following the May 7 election repeal. The suit charges the
city with breach of contract and unfair Insurance practices because
voters yanked the benefits program that had been In place since
September when It was Initially approved by the city council. The
couples In the just-filed suit are: Janice Bailey and Renee Villeneuve;
Michael Moon and Tom R. Cox; and Kathryn Janes and Wendy Foxworth,
who Is co-pastor of the Metropolitan Community Church in Austin, “At
a time when the nation Is trying to ensure greater access to preventive
health care, the city has taken away health care from our familles,”
Foxworth said. “Our families deserve the same protection as other city
employee families.”

Virginia Court Orders Son
Returned to Sharon Bottoms

RICHMOND, Va. (GayNet) — The Virginia Court of Appeals has over-
tumed a lower court child custody ruling that ordered the 2-year-old
son of Sharon Bottoms removed from her home because she acknowl-
edged she Is a lesbian. “A parent’s private sexual conduct, even if
illegal, does not create a presumption of unfitness,” wrote Judge Sam
Coleman for the 3-member panel. The unanimous appeals court ruling
overturned a lower court ruling that gave custody of the boy to
Bottoms' 43-year-old mother, Kay Bottoms, who had brought the

|

custody dispute against her daughter. The grandmother was unavall-
able for comments following the decision, but her attomey, Richard
Ryder, said his client would appeal the case to the state Supreme Court.
“It's another example, In my opinion, of the breakdown In morality In
this country,” he told the Washington Post. “The lesblans and homo-
sexuals are going to take over one of these days, the way things are

going.”

Virginia Low-Income Housing Loans to
Include Gay/Lesbian Families

RICHMOND, Va. (GayNet) — The Virginla Housing Development
Authority has approved a proposed regulatory change that would
allow offering low-Income loans to non-traditional households, includ-
ing gay and lesblan couples. The proposal alters current regulations,
which restrict such loans to familles that are related by “blood, marriage
oradoption,” to include low-income joint house purchasers defined as
“two or more Individuals living together on the premises as a single,
nonprofit housekeeping unit.” Several area gay and lesblan homeowners
and prospective buyers spoke In support of the proposed change as did
representatives of Richmond's and Virginla's mortgage bankers asso-
clation and the Richmond Assn. of Realtors. But Margaret Braddy of
Concerned Women of America called the proposal a move toward
“lllegal and immoral behavior.”" “Virginia will not be improved by
disregarding the importance ... of the family unit,” Braddy said. But the
VHDA board disagreed and approved the regulation change with only
one vote cast against it.

Gay Athlete May Be Deported
Over HIV Status

NEW YORK (GayNet) — Shaun Mellors, a 28-year-old swimmer from
South Africa, said he lied about his HIV-positive status as a protest of
the “stupidity” of a 1987 U.S. policy prohibiting people with HIV or
AIDS from entering the country. Mellors said that because the ban Is not
based on public health policy and discriminates against homosexuals
and AIDS patients, and because he feared harassment by U.S. Immigra-
tion officlals, he did not apply for the speclal Immigration and Natural-
ization Service walver for Infected athletes attending Gay Games IV In
New York City. Mellors now faces deportation, however, because he
acquired his visa fraudulently, according to a spokesperson for INS.

Glove Ad Gets Canadian
Brewery in Hot Water

TORONTO (GayNet) — Flooded with dozens of complalnts that it
appears to be promoting sex and condoms, Canada’s Molson Brewer-

continued on page 47
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COMING OdT
IN PUBLIC

by Marti Baillie

just recently, came out, and it was as much a
surprise to me as anyone.

Believe me, | have spent many years look-
ing for “Prince Charming.” | have gone through
five legal ones and a few of the more “casual”
variety. When it came to emotional and social
needs, | learned long ago to turn to my women
friends, but | always knew | needed a man for
sex, right? | have been a feminist for many years
and always said, “The best man for the job is a
woman.” | just didn't take it far enough.

One gloomy, dark night last winter, | de-
cided to go to a lesbian bar with my gay
daughter and a friend. The thought that | might
meet someone was not on my agenda. In fact,
| hadn't even thought about it. | simply wanted
a night out amongst the company of women.

When we arrived at the bar, it was pretty
deserted. It was still too early for the crowd. |
fast-danced with my daughter and my friend

l am a forty-something-year-old woman who,

| thought of nothing else but her for the
entire next week. | couldn't wait for Wednesday
to get back to that bar. Wednesday arrived, and
the weather couldn't have been worse—rain,
sleet—but just like the Pony Express, nothing
could have kept me awayl

| went home and put on my tightest jeans
with a white T-shirt, leather jacket and boots. |
guess | looked like some sort of fluffy biker by
the time | was done, tucking my money, and of
course, my lipstick, in my jacket pocket. | was
off—to what, | wasn't quite sure—but | had
never felt so excited in my life.

Of course she was there, and the rest is
history. We sat together with our other friends
and got to know each other. | bought her a rose
from The Rose Man at the bar, just to let her
know | was interested. And just in case she
didn't get the message, | took the cherry out of
my drink and placed it next to hers in an almost-
empty glass. “Do you think you can handle all
that?” | innocently queried. Her
answer was “You bet!"

One gloomy, dark night last winter, We exchanged phone num-

p . bers on napkins and made a

| decided to go to a lesbian bar date for the following Saturday
with my gay daughter and a friend. night.

_The thought that | might meet
someone was not on my agenda.

and was having the time of my life, when, to my
surprise, this foxy little woman in coveralls
appeared and asked me to dance. | hesitated for
a moment, then thought, “Why not? It's just a
dance.”

| felt sort of tingly and funny when she
would stare at me with her penetrating green
eyes; I'd have to look away. We danced for a
series of fast songs, then it was back to the
table. She thanked me, and that was that, but |
felt a let-down feeling as she walked away. “Oh
well,” | thought, “that was different.” And | went
back to having fun with my friends.

Before the night ended, the mystery woman
showed up again at my table, asking me to
dance. Of course | said yes. After we danced, |
got ready to leave, and my new friend asked if
| would be back the following week. I told her |
might. | certainly wanted to see her again,
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Again, all | could think of
the rest of the week was HER. |
worried about how | was going
to let her know | was straight.
Maybe she had guessed, but
then | found out that both my
daughter and friend had already warned her to
“be gentle" with me, as it was my first time.
Quite frankly, at my age, after five husbands, it
was a delight to know there were any “firsts”
left!

Saturday came. We had a date for that
night, to go to a dance. By that time we had
already gotten together for breakfast, a movie,
dinner. We couldn’t wait ‘til the dance started to
meet, and we loved every minute of our day
together, Nothing had ever felt so right to me as
being with this woman.

My first bad moment came at the movie.
We were watching The Piano, but my mind was
on her thigh. Half-way through the movie, | went
to the bathroom to psyche myself up to that it
was okay to “reach out and touch.” | wanted to
so bad, but | just couldn't seem to get up the
nerve. | went back into the darkened theater

and tentatively reached out and placed my
hand where it longed to be. At that moment we
both knew | was saying YES!

We recently celebrated our fifth month of
being together. Unlike that tired old joke (What
does a lesbian bring on the second date: a U-
Haul and everything she owns), we still have
separate homes, but see each other everyday.
We plan to move in together in November into
a new and different space than the ones we
OCCupy Now.

1 told her the first time we made love that |
feltl had “come home." | still feel that way. | had
no lustful designs on women before | met my
woman. But now that | have her, | know thatlam
and choose to always be first and foremost a
woman, and secondly, a lesbian. | finally feel
that | have found my niche, and | am grateful.

|“came out” in public. In fact, my car sports
an OutSmartbumper sticker. It just seemed like
a natural progression in my life. My friends and
family have accepted the change, and no one
seemed at all surprised, probably due to my
lack of success (if that's the word I'm looking
for) with intimate relationships with men. My
middle daughter is gay, so of course, she ac-
cepted it immediately. My younger daughter
who is twenty didn’t even blink twice, although
1 do think it surprised her that it wasn’t a fleeting
thing—that | did fall in love. My oldest daughter
disappointed me by being totally judgmental
and letting me know | would not be welcome to
drop by with my friend. At first | was hurt, then
| became angry. At this point | just accept it.
This world is just too full of unaccepted people
to be ostracized by one's own blood, and it does
make me feel bad that she's acting this way. It's
the Where did | go wrong? syndrome, but in
reverse. Usually it's the mother wringing her
hands and saying this to her gay child.

| am happier than ever with my woman
lover and plan to stay with her in a committed
relationship. In answer to my own question of
what can two women possibly do together:
“ANYTHING THEY WANT, HONEY!" v

Marti Baillie is an Office Manager for a Houston
engineering firm. Originally from Scotland, she enjoys
free-lance writing and building her new life with her new
partner.

How would you best describe your “coming out” experience?
Poignant? Hysterical? Inspiring? Fellini-esque? You haven't come
out yet but are looking for the perfect urban publication to
focilitate your announcement? Send us your “coming out” story
to be published in an upcoming issue of OutSmart. Mail to
OutTales c/lo OutSmort Magazine 3406 Audubon Place, Hous-
ton, TX 7700644 12. Or Fax it to 713/522-3275. Questions?
Call 713/520-7237.
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. is proud to present
Liz Zambrano’s
OH, ,
Sensual iy fCLL!
| nections. PAKT ONE: -
Herexhibition Bobby Gould In Hell
Rmale g | there led to a suc- by David Mamet
i cessful show at Diy by Trav =
Dreamland Gallery Mamet's hilanious one-act brings back Speed e Aow's devious
eall on lower Bobby Gould with a twist_he's dead!
Westheimer. Since then, she has had shows at Westheimer Art Bar and Smmng Bob Maddox, Pd Safiey, Barmy Hall & jacqueane jasper
most recently at the Post Oak Pavilion with the Houston Artist Society.
0]1 During this year’s Gay Pride Week Dreamland Gallery hosted a m PART TWO: r‘
“Salute to Gay and Lesbian Artists of Houston,” to which Zambrano " The
Can 1 displayed most of her yet unsold paintings. Before the show, through co‘ Dw%anth:l‘Y.PMham
vas which she sold several pieces, Zambrano realized that she works best )['J sect Sd bSl Bvebr:atdedm
ir 0 oX
unde:ll;rcssgre. Nl wwmdmmm{:mmm ;
{ ad six months to come up with 15 paintings for that exhibit,” she imagnative and sometmes deviant style of poecry t ife 1 this i
, says. “I already had seven paintings but put off doing the other eight until ONe-Man show ceping the duel of duels with the devil
By Eric Roland l the last two months. I painted night and day to get them finished.” e
E LizZambrano is now paintingat amore leisurely pace. After her July July 23 - AUGUSE 13, 1994 - Friday & Saturday nights. 00 p.m. |
|

14 showing at The Pavilion on Post Oak, she’s preparing to show her
| work at the Museum Restaurant and Bar in November.

“I want to exhibit more in Houston. .. have more exposure,” she
says about her current goals. However, her future goals lie elsewhere. “1
want to go back to California—I miss the mountains—and my dream goal
is to own my own gallery in California.”

Her freedom results

| in expressionistic works
of art with titles such as ,‘
“Mesmerized,” |

| “Esperanza,” (which
R N (@

The unique triangular-shaped windows
fill the intimate space with light from the
hot summer sun, casting warm glows
onto finished canvases. The wall above
the kitchen sink is plastered witg prints
by Frida Kahlo, and the dining room is

means “hope” in Spanish)

N
TOUCH WITH INTEGRITY

|
adorned with Gustav Klimt posters. The calming blue waters of a large and “La Femme.” Primarily [ Th ) f
aquarium are heavy contrast to the busy living room, which doubles as using acrylic paint on large ‘ ere's no ESSEH F'IN l ! I I Y
a bedroom (via a convertible futon), as well as an art studio. canvases, she has become 1 “ . @
The denizen of this small Montrose apartment is Liz Zambrano, 2 known for working with one time hke TIAL TOUCH I

particular subject matter: fe-

23-year-old Hispanic lesbian artist. Her passion for being creative is
male nudes.

borne out in this crowded, yet comfortable, space, and her art, in itself,

FREE time.

THERAPIES

defines her as a success. However, while there is an overabundance of “I've always been inter- G et some Financial Stra tegies
inspirational material in her studio apartment, Zambrano says her ested in nudes even before I = !
primary source of inspiration is everyday life. came out,” she says. “The fe- and Solutions
“Most of my work is real sensual and I think a lot of it comes out of male nude represents beauty . ‘
relationships and love and feelings like that,” says Zambrano. “1 usually in its purest form.” However, Zambrano dislikes painting male nudes For Our Community ‘ H
paint best when I'm sad, so | like to be by myself, left alone to paint.” saying she doesn’t find their bodies as attractive and that she is striving for With twelve years experience in the corpo- r
The melancholic music of The Smiths, Cocteau Twins, Sade and a softer, more feminine look. For this reason, she admires the work of rate world, Kathy Braesicke's personal and
Morrissey helps Zambrano become more introverted and puts herinthe Georgia O'Keefe, Frida Kahlo and Gustav Klimt, who all worked with business management skills can free you up
mood to paint. She says images that have been interpreted as feminine, albeit not always nude. to do what you do best—pursue your per-
that sometimes it's best Now working toward going back to school to attend the Glassell sonal dreams or business goals. Massage . Rgﬂexolo&y ° Po[arity
to forget about every- School of Art, Zambrano studied graphic design at the Art Institute of Personal and Business
day life and society and Houston after graduating from high school. After realizing that her passion Support Services include: Aromatherapy Baths Julie LaRue, LUTCF

instead to concentrate
on your inner soul.

“Seeing with the
inner eye is more im-
portant than looking at
the world outside,” she
says. “Painting is a pri-
vate world where 1 find
great freedom.”

/

38 outrSmart = July 15 - August 14, 1994

was for fine art, she dropped out of the Art Institute to pursue painting,

Originally from Northern California but raised here in Houston,
Zambrano, soon after her decision to paint full time, set her sights on
returning to California to attend an art school in San Francisco. Before
leaving, though, she planned on selling all of the works she had already
completed.

“I then met Patti Oriot, who was having a lesbian art show at Unique
Boutique, so 1 exhibited my paintings there,” says Zambrano. The show at
the Montrose gift shop and gallery proved to be a success for the young
artist, and she made what every young artist often finds more important
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New York in June or Anytime. . .

by Sandra B. Wilkins

icture this: Kim, Nancy &I “snugged” upat the
chic and very politically correct Paramount
Hotel in New York City, about to have dinner.

Minutes before we had each shaken the hand of Sir

lan McKellen, as he stood outside the Lyceum The-

atre, where his one-man show, “A Knight Out,” was

the most inspiring, unifying, encompassing, and
creative piece about homosexuals throughout his-
tory that has ever been thought of, much less pro-
duced.

And, we were there.

New York June 22-27, 1994,

weaving its way up 1st Avenue for all the world to
see.

Walking to the ladies room at the Para-
mount, I ran into an old friend from Washington
D. C.,, Jason Heffner. We smiled and embraced,
and I started effusing about the past 36 hours
when he stopped me and said, “Sandra, isn’t it
wonderful when the actual events exceed our
expectations?”

Stop me cold. A rare event in itself, but it
started me thinking about the idea that actual

Gay Games IV/Stonewall 25...all this added up to
a remarkable endorsement of gay is good, and
judging by the positive responses we received
from the media as well as people on the street, it
seems we are beginning to make real progress in
the world at large. This is good.
Do you know what else is good? New York
City! I've known NYC for along time now, having
worked asa Sales Execfor King Hussein of Jordan’s
airline, “Alia,” and spending many weeks in the
mid 80s at their offices in New York. I went up to
New York twice a month for a

Unforgettable, and a rare treat.
Rememberissue No. 2 of OutSmart,
where I interviewed my old buddy,
Dan Baker, about the upcoming
Gay Games IV? Well, last month in

The point here is that New York City is one of the
most affordable and exciting and enriching travel
experiences you can ever have. You can do the

couple of years and during that
time got over all my hangupsand
preconceived notions about that
remarkable city.

What's very interesting is

New Yorkalotofus gottowitness | queer thing ‘til you’re blue in the face, or you can that, since returning last week,
the extraordinary results of all the simply do New York, or best of all, do both! I've had four, count them, four
work that went into making that a calls from gay dienfs wanting to
genuine “week that was” for gays 80 to New York. It’s a fabulous

and lesbians, worldwide. I'll never forget 50,000
gays and lesbians filling Yankee Stadium for the

Closing Ceremonies of the Gay Games, nor witness-
ing thousands of brothers and sisters marching to
celebrate Stonewall 25, the mile-long rainbow flag

events can exceed our expectations, and I re-
joiced once more in being gay, and out, and in
some small way lending my voice and actions
toward the greater good of acceptance and re-
spect that we all desire and deserve. New York/

destination, friendlier than you'd ever guess, easy
to navigate if you at least know north/south, east/
west, and cheaper than most of you ever imag-
ined.

My pal Steve called last week, and he and

by Donnie Angelle

Cruising Damron Style

backdrop of the glorious Carib-
bean scenery.

Mark your calendar for Oc-
tober 23-29, 1994. Choice cabin
space is becoming extremely tight
and will sell out soon, so make
plans now. The S/V Polynesia sets

Feeling left out because youdidn't make it to New York for Gay Games IV? You
didn't travel to Washington for the March last year either? Or maybe you did
join the millions of civil rights continental commuters, but you're feeling that
old wanderlust tugging at your American Tourister, and you don't care to wait
until Gay Games 98 to go to Amsterdam, for the next big Gayfest? Fear not.
Even though this decade’s big visibility events in gay and lesbian American
history are exactly that —history—much fun still is available within weeks to
the gay traveler.

First in line this summer is the HOTLANTA RIVER EXPO WATER
COLOURS event in Atlanta, Georgia, August | 1-15, featuring men, the river
and unparalleled fun. Your extended weekend includes the wet and wild
Hotlanta River Expo and raft race, the sizzling Mr. Hotlanta International Finals,
not to mention pulsing parties galore. Make sure to bring your binoculars,
because you won't find a more delicious spot for admiring “the wonders of
nature” than this.

Hotlanta weekend hotel prices start at $69, with headquarter rooms at
the Sheraton Colony Square going for $85 per night. Tickets to the event can
be purchased separately, or get yourselfa great deal by purchasing a weekend
package for $175 per person.

In October, turn up the heat and thaw out your fall with a Halloween
Windjammer cruise in the Caribbean. Your stress ‘will simply float away with
the spectacular emerald tide as you soak up the sun, camp it up for the
Halloween party and feast your eyes on the sun-soaked men against the lush

sall from St. Maarten and visits a
variety of nearby islands. Casual is
the key here. No set itinerary, no
set schedule—just a yachtsman's
paradise of little-known islands
lapped by the alluring, turquoise
sea.

On this Windjammer sailing
excursion, expect to fill your days
with swimming, snorkeling, beach-
combing and bargain hunting in

quaint villages. But once the sun
sets, be prepared for total fun. Toga parties, holiday celebrations, limbo
dances and more. But nothing beats the legendary talent shows featuring you
and your shipmates. And this year, a surprise guest will surely make this your
most memorable vacation of them all... Can we tak?!!?

Donnie Angelle is an agent with Advance Damron Vacations, a local travel agency and tour company.
Designated “The Official Travel Agency” for Hotlanta River Expo, the Southeast Gay Rodeo
Association and the gay and lesbian Tennis Association, Advance Damron is “constantly searching for
new ways to support the gay and lesbian community and provide viable travel alternatives for them.
Call 682-2002 or 1-800-695-0880 for more information,
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John had decided a wonderful Christmas present
for the family would be a weekend in New York
during the Christmas season. Leave Friday morn-
ing, arrive before dinner time, nice restaurant
Friday evening, up early on Saturday for sightseeing
and shopping, Broadway show Saturday night,
brunch at the Plaza on Sunday, horse-drawn car-
riage through Central Park after brunch, taxi back
to La Guardia airport for the 5:30 p.m. return
flight to Houston.

brunch or get-down breakfast.

The point here is that New York City is one
of the most affordable, exciting and enriching
travel experiences you can ever have. You can do
the queer thing ‘til you're blue in the face, or you
can simply do New York, or best of all, do both!

There's a great new group of gay/lesbian
folks in New York that have started a thriving new
operation called the Gay and Lesbian Visitors

mous lighted tree, with ice skaters on the rink;
The New York Stock Exchange—free tours, in-
cluding a visitors gallery overlooking the traders
floor; TV Shows—get on The Late Show With
Dave, free tickets offered on a day-to-day basis;
The Zoos—Bronx Zoo, Prospect Park Zooin Brook-
lyn, and Central Park Zoo in Manhattan are free!;
the exotic neighborhoods of Chinatown, SoHo,
Little Italy, Brooklyn Heights, South Street Sea-

port, and, of course, Greenwich Vil-

Ioved planning this trip for Steve
and John, and let me share, for travel
education’s sake, the cost of this en-
deavor: Roundtrip airfare, per person,
$301.00, taxi 13.00 per person, roundtrip
airport/hotel/airport.

Accommodations secured at the
fantastic new Flatotel International: Two-
bedroom, two-bath suite, with queen
pull-down bed in living room, sleeps six

THERE’S A GREAT NEW GROUP OF GAY/
LESBIAN FOLKS IN NEW YORK THAT
HAVE STARTED A THRIVING NEW
OPERATION CALLED THE GAY AND
LESBIAN VISITORS CENTER.

lage are yours for the looking, and free
at that,

Museums: Oh, my! Too many for
any one visit. If you have a week, you
can do most of them. If you have a
couple of days, be selective. Like
London’s British Museum and the Lou-
vre in Paris, you can get lost in them
(dreadful time killers if your not care-
ful), so do some homework before

comfortably, full kitchen, jacuzz tubs in
the marble bathrooms, and roughly 2,100 square
feet total space, IN THE MIDDLE OF MANHAT-
TAN, AT WEST 52ND AND 7TH AVENUE!!

Cost per person, $121.66 for the weekend
stay. Theatre tickets for Angels in America, Part 1,
$77.50 each, and Phantom of the Opera, $72.50
cach. Brunch at the Plaza Hotel is $45.00 per
person, but an equally wonderful Sunday treat is
breakfast at the Midtown Diner for $4.50. I've
never, ever had abad meal in New York, be it pissy

Center. They provide, free of charge, more infor-
mation than you are likely to act on about what's
doing for us in that city. Good idea to stop in and
visit them, collect their treasure trove of valuable
information, and plan your days accordingly.
One of my favorite hand-outs for clients
going to New York is a piece published by the
Visitors and Convention Bureau, titled 20 Free
Things to Do in New York. To mention just a few:
Rockefeller Center—at Christmas there’s the enor-

leaving home. Whatinterestsyou? Like
architecture and interior design? Then, of course
you'd do the Guggenheim and Cooper-Hewitt
only. Modern art buffs will high tail it to the
“MOMA” (you will always and forever call the
Museum of Modern Art the “MO-MA,” as do all
who are in the know). At some point you should
do the incredible Metropolitan Museum of Art,
one of the world's most prestigious collections
with more than 3 million art objects. It's huge,
overwhelming and deserves the time you must

call us...800-695-0880 « 713-682-2002

N

ADVANCE * DAMRON
VACATIONS

1994

Windjammer
ADVenture

Halloween Sailing
October 23-29, 1994

Jamm’n in the Caribbean. Add 126 men
prepared for fun and voila!... ADVance-Damron
Vacations’ recipe for the perfect cruise.

A perfect blend of relaxed comfort and intimate
fun on the high seas.

The beauty of this private Windjammer cruise
lies in the flexible, unhurried itinerary.

Come along for a truly unsurpassed experience.
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The Yoga Center of Houston

2438 South Blvd.
Serving our Community since | 987

Traditional
Yoga
Instruction
Ayurveda/
Wellness
Sciences
Meditation

Breathwork

Stress
Management

524-4572

864-7312

904 Westcott

=

« Access Gates

- Fitness Center
« 2 Pools « Car Wash

. Alarms Available « Pets Welcome
« Air-Conditioned Laundries

- Valet Dry Cleaning

give it to appreciate its collection.

Broadway shows, off Broadway, off off Broad-
way, and concerts? Here’s a secret...walk to Times
Square any day of the week theatre is running and
check out the half-price ticket booth at 47th and
Broadway...you'll be simply amazed at your good
luck every time you do this!

Well, what if you just don't want to do any of
those touristy kinds of things? Don’t.

So much time and effort has been poured
into making New York the stage for all that is
representative of gay and lesbian culture that you
can focus entirely on “our stuff” if you so desire.
Many exhibits, plays, concerts and street scencs
are running continuously throughout 1994...just
check the Gay/Lesbian Visitors Center on arrival,
and you'll be pointed in the right directions.

New York City is big, comprised of five bor-
oughs: Manhattan, Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens
and Staten Island. These are like our Montrose,
West U., Bellaire, the Heights, etc. Getting around
New York is a snap on the efficient subway system.
Foramere $1.25 you can getanywhere in the city.
I was amazed at how clean the stations and trains
were and, unlike the movies, not scary atall. (1did,
however, have to put aside all thoughts of the
movie Speed with the first train I took.) Taxis are
plentiful and cheap, too, unless you get caught in
dreadful Manhattan traffic jams, when you simply
get out and walk.

There are some great bargain packages for
a summer visit to the Big Apple—a great opportu-
nity for a first-time visit or a return visit to “the city
that doesn’tsleep.” It'sagreatstop, too, leaving for
or returning from Europe. Call us for details about
any of these options. We have a great information
kit, and can customize your trip to be just what you
want it to be. Until next time, take a bite out of the
Big Apple, and keep marching!

Sandra B. Wﬂlm.“bthhnmdsalﬂw
Brown-Wilkins & Associates Travel Inc., 3311 Richmond, Suite 230,
Houston, TX 77098. Get your American Tourister off the sbelf and
call ber at (713) 942-0664.

HOLDEN'S HOME
AND OFFICE SERVICES

DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE
/ * Residential

» Light Office

*» Make Ready

* Weekly

* Bi-Monthly

* Monthly

* We Provide Dependable Personnel

* We Provide Honest Personnel

+ We Provide Our Own Cleaning Materials

+ We Are Bonded and Insured For Your Protection

References Are Available Upon Request.
Please Call For a FREE Estimate.

William Holden—Owner

713-956-2364

42 out*Smart = July 15 - August 14, 1994

A

i jFgers. N G W)

Large Portions... Low Prices...Ain't No Lie Lie!

LAI LA DUMPLING HOUSE

by Tom Fricke

ust when you thought you couldn't afford
Asian food anymore, there's the Lai Lai
Dumpling House. This is Chinese food that
flavorful and affordable and is this gay
gourmet’s pick for this month’s dining dia-
mond in the rough. Lai Lai is at the top of the list
in our continuing trek to find the best value for
your gay dining dollar.

Lai Lai Dumpling House, owned and oper-
ated by Susan Lin and her husband James Pan,
have been serving patrons in this Sharpstown
location for about12 years. But don't let the
area bilingual signs fool you. The fact that they
are in Chinese and English maybe a result of the
area’s continually increasing Asian population,
but it is not necessarily reflective of the clientele
at Lai Lai. Realizing their guests may be alien to
the dumpling “concept” the owners have taken
time (on the menu) to explain “How to eat a
Chinese Dumpling.” Sort of 2 “Dumpling 101.”
They also explain about the various condiments
that are used to complement the dishes.

The affordable prices are definitely “eye
openers” (10 pork dumplings $2.95 and Green
Onion Pie §1.50), but what keeps you coming
back is the excellent quality and heaping por-
tions.

But I don't want to merely stress that Lai
Lai is JUST a bargain in price! We have been to
all too many of those buffet-style restaurants “ad
nauseam!” Restaurants where they all seem to
have purchased their entrees from the same
frozen-food vendor. Where everything is steam
tabled to death and ends up being dry and/or
cold. Let’s face it...a restaurant is no bargain if
the food isinedible! That is where Lai Lai proves
to be an exception. The food is (I know I'm
going to hate myself) FABULOUS!

What is fabulous food? All of the dishes are
prepared to order, so steamed and fried dump-
lings do take a little time. Be prepared to wait a

little bit (this is not fast food). The owners
experimented with another location in the
Medical Center a couple of years ago. It, too,
had one ofthose “buffet-style-all-u-can-eat” type
menus; they found it to be unsuccessful. This
type offood simply does not fare well ina steam
table for hours on end. They end up like little
“lead balls," and who wants to eat them?
When1dine atLai Lai, I find it best to order
for the whole group and share. This way every-
one at the table gets to sample the various
dishes. Ifyou were reared that thisis not proper
etiquette for public dining, you may not want
to join me. On my most recent excursion to Lai
Lai, I ordered the Hot & Sour Soup for 4 (serves
8, $3.50), Green Onion Pie ($1.50), Fried Pork
Dumplings (8 for $3.95). Steamed Pork Buns
($10 for $3.95) and General Tso's Chicken
($4.95). With all the tea we could drink (in-
cluded) our before-tip total for 5 people was
$19.32. No need for your calculators; thatis less
than $4.00 per person forameal where we had
to literally crawl from the table we were so full.
The menu rustles up the usual suspects
you would find on a Chinese Restaurants menu,

- butdumplings and noodles are their strongsuit

as well as their namesake.

If esthetics is what you're looking for, you
may not want this to be your “first date” venue,
as Lai Lai does not score high in the interior
design category. However, more importantly,
the staff is always friendly and mindful of why
people go out to eat—and that is mainly to be
served.

As with most good things, there is a catch.
Yes, you are going to have to leave the loop
again for this fine eatery. It is located at 9262

A SRy SR T SO e A

Bellaire Boulevard between Ranchester and
Beltway 8, in the Diho Market Center. Theyare
open from 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 11:30 a.m. 10:00 :p.m.
Saturday and Sunday. Keep your plastic and
checks at home. They only take cash!

By the way, according to the menu, Lai
Lai means welcome and come again. I think
you will agree Lai Lai Dumpling House achieves
this goal.

For more information call the Lai Lai
Dumpling House at (713) 271-0080.

Tom Fricke is the proprietor of The Lovett Inn, o distinctive
Montrose bed-and-breakfast inn.

Café Maison

Coffee Roastery and Espresso Bar

Coffee Roasted
To Order

Nothing Compares

Sun.-Thurs. 9am-7pm
Fri & Sat. 9am-Midnight
2089 Westheimer ¢ 528-6750
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MELISSA ETHERIDGE,

THE WHOLE BIG DREAM AND ME

by Nancy Ford

There are a few things that I've been waiting my entire life to bear. One
is, “Congratulations Ms. Ford. You bave won the Texas Lottery. Here's
your check for $25 million.” Another is, “No, this size ten is too loose in
the bips, Nancy. You need something a bit smaller.” Yes, I lead a rich,

rich fantasy life.

But on this searing Saturday afternoon in July, another utterance,
one of a similar “fondest-dream” calibre was now awaiting me, pulsat-
ing musically on my hold button in an even, throbbing rhythm.

MELISSA ETHERIDGE: HELLO. NANCY
FORD, PLEASE.

NF: This is Nancy Ford.

HI, IT'S MELISSA ETHERIDGE.

That's 12 string-riding, stereotype-and-closet
door-shattering, Grammy-winning, Letterman-

charming, fantasy-fulfilling 90s rock queen Me-
lissa Etheridge.

Somebody bring me some water.
How the beck are ya?
I'm exhausted.

Ibetyou are. Welcome to Houston. Weren't you
just in San Antonio last night?

The night before. I'm not exhausted from play-
ing, I'm exhausted from watching Martina play.
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Picture it. Melissa Etheridge, bouncing around
a Houston hotel suite, remote control in one
hand, telephone in the other, watching her
friend and fellow celesbian Martina Navratilova
fight the final battle of Wimbledon.

I'll bet she’s barefoot, sitting cross-legged on
the bed. Good God.

I'm torn. I remind myself of the importance of
responsible journalism. Iwant to ask her stimu-
lating, relevent questions. I want to hash poli-
tics and philosophy. I strain to think what
questions every heartsick lesbian with a CD
player in Houston might ask if she, instead of I,
was the fortunate one to be sharing optic fiber
with Melissa.

I'want to ask what she’s wearing. Refocus. You
were what—12, 13—when the Eagles were first
bot? Did you listen to them?

Absolutely. I was a big fan. Especially their
Greatest Hits album. I knew every song on
that album.

Somehow that comes as no surprise. It's not
hard to envision a pre-pubescent Melissette
prophetically singing about “seven women on
her mind” into a hairbrush. When you were a
kid singing along in your bedroom did you
ever have any idea that one day you'd be

opening for them?
Absolutely! It was part of the whole big
dream.

So far “the whole big dream” has intertwined
the two quite successfully. Etheridge met Don
Henley while she was recording Brave & Crazy,
where Henley was recording End of the Inno-
cence. ME fanatics should add that album to
their collection—she sang impromptu back-up
on his popular 1989 recording.

Five years later she would play her part in a
historic musical event that, swore those who
know such things, would never occur: the

reunion of the most incompatible of 70s
bandmates, aptly titled 7he Eagles’ Hell
Freezes Over Tour. With this coup
Etheridge has added one more knotch to
her “Yes I Can” belt of impossible goals:
successfully invading and conquering the
no-woman'’s land of rock-and-roll; having
been named the best female rock and roll
artist when Grammy no longer even rec-
ognizes that such a species exists. And
don't forget, she accomplished all this
without compromising her sexuality.

Way back in '88 when Etheridge first
signed with Island Records, there was
almadyonehotdykcsingermaklngwavcs.
Wasn't that enough? Obviously not.
Though both lesbians and musical god-
desses, k.d. lang’s and Etheridge's indi-
vidualand distinctive artistryunderscores
the fact that women’s music has come a
long way since Olivia formed its stable. At
long last, the well-of-loneliness, pass-the-
tofu mold has been broken. Let’s rock!

Oneofk.d.'sstronger influences has made
its way into Etheridge’s psyche. She re-
cently joined the Order of Practicing Les-
bian Vegetarians, Reformed, under Sister
k.d. ’s sponsorship. Guess who made a
two-week Hollywood Hills house call ber-
selftoinstruct Ms. Eand her film director-
lover of 5 years Julie (Teresa’s Tatoo) Cypherin
the preparation of some of her favorite no-meat
recipes?

k.d.'sqniteacook.Shedoathispasta,

noodle dish thing that’s really very tasty.
She can turn vegetables into magic.

Speech leaves me, my eyes glazing as I conjure
the image of k.d. lang and Melissa Etheridge
romping around the kitchen, the scent of Pam
All-Natural No-Stick Cooking Spray hanging
thick in the air like a culinary aphrodisiac, the
two of them tossing a zucchini back and forth.
Constant Craving meets Precious Pain. Mama

Mia, give me strength.

When she’s not cookin’ with k.d., our little
Melissa is a busy beaver, make no mistake. In
the preceding ten days, she had headlined two
shows in LA, opened for the Eagles in San
Antonio, performed at a benefit for Walden
Woods in Nashville, and was lauded at the VH-
1 Honors Awards. There her ovaries-to-the-wall
performance of Honky Tonk Woman, with ven-
erable rocker Sammy Haggar, pulled a standing
ovation.

Though the cable music channel award cer-
emony spotlighted her involvement with

LY

LifeBeat in the fight against AIDS, her altruism
isn't restricted to this cause. Etheridge reponds
self-effacingly when a roll call of her lengthy
charitable involvements is read: the Special
Education Center, President Clinton’s Presi-
dential Election Campaign and Inaugural, the
1993 March on Washington for Gay, Lesbian
and Bi- Equal Rights, Artists for 2 Hate-Free
America, and on and on. She explains her
activism almost nonchalantly.

It's real wild. Once you get your feet wet in that
sort of thing, you get submerged in it. There's
a lot of personal gratification that comes from
it. I am mostly inspired by organizations and
people that are so dedicated that I easily can
say, “Absolutely, I'll do this. I'll be there for you,
because you are out there working every day.”

But like most members of the gay and lesbian
community, Etheridge’s involvement with the
battle against AIDS is also a personal one.

It’s touched me very much. It’s very much
in my life. I sang (Talking to my Angel] at
two of my friends’ funerals, who died of
AIDS. It starts affecting you sodeeplyandso
much [when] you start losing people and
friends and associates. It's just... it’s fright-
ening. You want to scream. So you start

doingwhatyoanoudowhatyon
can, because that’s the only way you
keep your sanity.

LifeBeat was again the most recent recipi-
entof Etheridge’s cathartic do-what-you-
can efforts. That performance took place
atthe historic Beacon Theater during last
month’s Gay Games and Cultural Festi-
valin New York City. On the same stage,
the same night, one right after the next
were Rikki Lake and Veronica Webb, Sa-
rah MclLachlan and Etheridge, followed
by k.d. lang in her jammies. There were
other performers, but who noticed? Add-
ing to the estrogen lode of fem-talent in
the audience were Liza Minnelli, Ma-
donna and Rosie O'Donnell.

Hyperventilating yet?
Tell me about LifeBeat .

That was so much fun. That was a
blast! It was New York! It was like a
bunch of friends getting together and

playing.

You know of course, that that concert
lineup is every lesbian’s Dream Team.

She chuckles, teasing, taunting me. Yeah,
k.d. and I know that. And we just milk

it for everything, you know. ..
It must be so bard, 1 whine to her,

Amused by my pain and yearning, Melissa dis-
solvesinto all out laughter. That's right, Melissa.
Laugh! Laugh that unmistakable, husky, raw
laugh, like way way you do... . Toss that golden
hair and gaze up to the heavens and flash that
grin that melts every dyke in the free world, and
laugh! Laugh for me! Laugh like you've never
laughed before! Yes! YES!

We continued our pas de phone, Melissa
Etheridge and I, exchanging a few more vague
bits of information—she keeps her Grammy on
the third shelf of her book case, you know—and
then our time together was over. I thanked her,
wished her “good show” and slowly, slowly
hung up the phone. Hours later my pulse rate
returned to normal,

And I, I will never be-e-e the sa-ame.

Now, about that lottery. ...

Nancy Ford is a Houston-based comedian and [requent

contributor to the gay and leshian press. Though normally

unaffected by such things, she plans to bave her receiver
bronzed as a direct result of this interview.

\

July 15 - August 14, 1994 = Out'Smart 45




The Pros and Cons of
Entering a Clinical Trial

You're sick; you go toyour doctor. You describe your symptoms and
presto! The doctor prescribes a drug designed to help your ailment. It
sounds simple, but have you ever stopped to think how a drug gets
developed and approved, especially now when so many in our commu-
nity who are HIV positive are taking multiple drugs on a daily basis?

Drugs don't just appear out of thin air. Almost all the drugs being
used to treat HIV/AIDS related conditions or to guard against getting
opportunistic infections were developed as a direct result of clinical
research trials. Without these trials and the volunteers who participate in
them, scientists would not be able to assess the effects of new drugs on the
human body and on HIV itself.

Remember, these research trials will one day lead to the discovery of
adrugoracombination of drugs that will end this disease. That is the most
critical consideration.

How Are Drugs Developed?

Generally, drugs are developed inalaboratory setting. A scientist will
find a promising chemical or a group of chemicals, expose HIV to them
and watch the effects on the virus. If HIV is destroyed or its replication

CURTAINS THEATER

A2
27 ) ' Fantasies,
Fallacies,
and Fish

(the three keys to surviving
a relationship)

July 15 - August 5
Fridays only
8 pm.

~ (all 862-4548
for reservations and information
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slowed, animal testing will follow. After some time, the data collected is
presented to the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). The FDA is a
federal agency that assesses the potential risks and benefits of these
chemicals. Before a new drug can be tested on humans it must be
approved for clinical testing by the FDA. Once this approval has been
granted, controlled clinical trials are developed. After an extended period
of testing in clinical trials, the FDA will review the data from the study and
approve or not approve the drug for general use.

What is the Benefit of Volunteering for a Clinical Trial?

The benefits depend on the particular clinical trial. A potential
benefit, of course, is that the experimental drug may work better than the
approved drug.

Many persons living with HIV/AIDS are unable to tolerate the side
effects of some of the currently approved therapies or treatments. Partici-
pation in a clinical trial may offer an alternative drug that does not have
the harmful side effects. In some trials, participants are able to have
laboratory blood tests, frequent physician follow-ups, nursing follow-ups
and other procedures performed at no cost. These benefits will vary from
trial to trial.

Most trials require that a health care professional monitor partici-
pants closely to insure safety. The participant’s progress on the clinical
trial is reported to the primary care physician periodically, allowing the
doctor to participate actively in the patient’s total health care.

Can My Participation in a Trial be Dangerous?

Some drugs used in research trials have never been tested on
humans. There may be some unexpected side effects. Other drugs have
been tested in humans either for other diseases or in different combina-
tions and doses. These will have known side effects that will be closely
monitored.

Remember, persons often respond differently to the same medica-
tion. Some people may do well on a drug like AZT and others do poorly.
Given this fact, health care providers working in research assess each
volunteerindividuallyto determine the drug’s effectiveness. Finally, there
is a possibility the research drug may not work or may cause some harm.
Again, this is why participants are monitored closely in clinical trials.

How Do I Decide Whether to Participate in a Clinical Trial?

It depends on the trial. Some trials require a participant to finish a
trial then wait 2 month or more before entering the new one. Other trials
will allow the participant to co-enroll in a second drug trial. Again, it will
depend on the design of the clinical trial.

" How Can I Find Out About More Clinical Trials in Houston?

You can call Houston Clinical Research Network (HCRN) at (713)
520-2011 and ask for information conceming clinical trials. HCRN also
publishes a2 newsletter which has detailed information about HCRN trials
and other HIV/AIDS research. You can request to be added to the mailing
list by calling (713) 520-2013. All HCRN publications are free. Finally, you
may also request an appointment to come in and talk to one of the
research staff at HCRN. Someone is always available to answer questions.

James Harrison is a Research Nurse and Clinical Director of the
Houston Clinical Research Network.
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les withdrew an ad featuring a packaged
condom and the message that after buying
Carling Ice discount beer there will beenough
money left to buy a “glove” - a slang for
condoms. A Molson spokesperson explained
that the brewery was only trying to reflect
“the priority that young people give today to
safe and responsible sexual relations,” and
that the ad was pulled because of the strong
nature of the complaints. Some callers were
offended by the picture of the condom; oth-
ers sald the ad suggested that drinking beer
would lead to sex, and still others sald the ad
encouraged sexual behavior.

AIDS Trials to Begin in
Australia

SYDNEY (GayNet) — Australian AIDS re-
searchers have announced that a new drug
that Is believed to boost the immune system
rather than attack the HIV virus Itself, Is to be
tested for the first time In the country. Scien-
tists hope that the drug, Interleukin-2 (IL-2),
will Increase the life expectancy and quality
of life for people Infected with HIV. Prelimi-
nary studies using IL-2 have shown that
some HIV positive people have experienced
a fourfold Increase in T-cell counts. One hun-
dred twenty volunteersin Sydney, Melbourne
and Perth with relatively healthy Immune
systems are belng sought to participate, The
drug Is supposed to boost the immune sys-
tem so the virus has less chance of reproduc-
Ing. In a trial in the U.S. two years ago, 90
percent of the participants, with an average
T-cell count 0f 400, showed marked increases
In their counts for about a year. A stronger
Immune system also makes people less sus-
ceptible to secondary infections.

Vatican Condemns
Lesbian Moms

ROME (GayNet) — The Vatican has condemned
Itallan gynecologist Giuseppe Ambrassa because
he sald he has agreed to accept lesbians at his
artificlal insemination dinic like any other women
who are psychologically fit as prospective moms.
Ambrusatoldreportersafewdaysagothat
“homosexuals have as much love to give to chil-
drenasheterosexuals” aftermaking the announce-
ment about accepting lesbians at his dinic. But
within days of the announcement, the Vatican
published an editorial entitled “The Aberrant Case
of Two Homosexual Women Determined to Sat-
Isfy Their Desires for Matemity,” daiming that the
children of lesbian moms would suffer because of
their mothers' sexual orlentation. Written by Fa-
ther Gino Concetti, the Vatican newspaper edito-
rial said, “The condition of homosexuality cannot
be considered ‘normal’ in a person, One must
make every effort to ellminate or correct it. Every
child has the right to be bom into a regular family
made up ofaman and awoman. The child has the
right to be conceived by the union of two human
beings who love each otherand make up a nudlear
family.”

continued on page 53
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“The Spirit of Excellence”

Presented by Ron Duster
520-8888 » 529-5026

Kreller & Associates, Inc.
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* Individual Counseling
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19 Years Experience
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Traffic

Interested in attracting literate, affluent
consumers to your place of business?
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office! All it takes is approximately 720
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the desire to be a trend-setting, socially
responsible information conduit to the
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Den-Tell

with
Dr. Bruce Smith

Dear Dr. Bruce,

It seems as though every time I anticipate a major event, like an
important presentation atwork, or meetingmy lover's family, agfgam{c
fever blister springs up on my lip. I'm not overly vain, but I don’t want
my upper lip to bave this much control over my life. I thougbt cold sores
came from catching a cold. What's the deal?

—Signed, All Puckered Out

Dear Puck,

Cold sores are caused by the virus Herpes Simplex. They usually shgw
up on the upper or lower lip at the junction of the lip and facial skin.
Herpes Simplex virus (HSV) is usually acquired in childhood when you
come into contact with other groups of children, frequently in kindergar-
ten. Symptoms of the initial infection are fever, malaise and sore throat.
The inside of the mouth may have multiple blisters, but a cold sore is not
usually present during the initial infection.

HSV then takes up residence in the nerves of the head and neck area
and may lie dormant for many years. Events that lower the body’s
resistance, such as exposure to sunlight, cold or flu and stress can
reactivate the virus. It works its way down the nerve tracts to the lip area,
causingan inching or burning sensation at the location where a fluid-filled
blister will form. Over several days (usually 7 to 10 days), the blister will
dry up and crust over, eventually healing without a scar.

The fluid from these blisters is teeming with viruses, and the person
with an early cold sore is very contagious. You can give HSV to others zqd
can spread the virus to other parts of your own body. Take care to avoid
intimate contact with others until the sore is dried up and do not touch
the sore and then touch other parts of your own body before washing your
hands. HSV is very damaging to the eyes and can cause blindness. HSV can
also infect the genital area,

Many kinds of treatment have been tried over the years, and research
shows that over-the-counter products will not shorten the severity or
frequency of cold sores. Some people report that taking the amino acid
supplement Lysine decreases frequency. Salves and ointments are useful
mainly for keeping the sore moist. Acyclovir (Zovirax) has been shgwn
effective when used in the early itching/burning stage before a blister
forms. Acylcovar is available by prescription only and is best used in a
combination of the capsule and ointment form.

Remember that you can benefit from grandma's advice: observe good
nutrition, get plenty of sleep, minimize alcohol and tobacco use, stay out
of the sun, use a sunblocking lip balm and try to minimize stress. Ifyou
feel a cold sore coming on despite these preventive measures, see your
dentist or physician quickly and ask about Acyclovir which, ifstarted early,
can prevent the cold sore or shorten its duration.

Do you bave a question for Dr. Bruce Smith? Address your letters to the good
doctor at 1006 Missouri Street, Houston TX 77006 or call bim at 529-4364.
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Oral Sex: Is It Safe?

by Eric L. Roland

The subject of safer sex bas become a fact of life for the gay and lesbian
community. But do we really know all of the facts? Sure, we can all agree
that certain sexual activities, i.e., analfvaginal intercourse, are unsafe
unless a condom is used. And we can definitely agree that activities such
as kissing, massage and mutual masturbation are safe. But what about

that gray area—oral sex? Is it safe?

Each of us has our own opinions about the
safety of oral sex. Some of us think that it's only
dangerous if ejaculate or vaginal fluid enters our
mouth. Many wouldn't participate in any oral
activity without a condom or dental dam. Others
believe it is the only sexual activity left where you
don’t have to use latex.

And whatever your personal belief, there isa
scientific study to back you up. Scientists who say
HIV is difficult to get orally, cite monkey experi-
ments in which live virus was rubbed into mon-
keys’ gums with no resulting infection. Skeptics
ask how it could be safe to expose the mucous
membranes of the mouth to HIV-infected fluids,
but not the mucous membranes of the vagina or
anus,

Those who believe oral sex is safe sex have
their own justifications: saliva kills the virus, HIV
cannot penetrate the mucous membranes of the
mouth, there's no HIV in pre-seminal fluid (pre-
come) or not enough to cause infection, stomach
acid dissolves the virus, it’s OK as long as you don't
have a cut or sore in your mouth and, perhaps
most telling of all, if sucking weren't safe, we'd all
be dead.

Inourhighlyinformed, AIDS-conscious com-
munity, there are still a lot of mixed messages
about the subject of the safety of oral sex. And
while the rumors continue, the number of newly
infected people, as well as the number of deaths
from AIDS, continues to increase.

“Itis clear that there are many factors which
make this a difficult area to study scientifically,”
says L. Joel Martinez of the Houston Clinical Re-
search Network. “People generally do not know
how or when they were infected; they engage in
many types of sexual behaviors that include oral
sex, so it is difficult to say which behavior led to
infection; and often, too, people are not honest
about their behaviors when reporting to scien-
tists, their doctors, etc.”

Oral sex by definition for scientific studies is
divided into two categories: receptive and insertive,
Insertive oral sex refers to having a partner orally
come into contact with your genitals; receptive
oral intercourse means you coming into contact
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with your partner’s genitals. In both instances
there has tobe an exchange of semen or preseminal
fluid (pre-come) if its a man, or cervical or vaginal
fluids or blood if its a woman. In neither instance
does it refer to merely kissing or licking the sides
of a man’s genitals while avoiding the tip of his
penis or licking a woman’s genital area without
coming into contact with her labia.

Duringsex, the rate of HIVinfection is greatly
increased when semen, vaginal/cervical fluid and
blood come into contact with mucous membranes.
“The lining of the vaginaand oral cavity have many
more protective layers than the rectum,” Martinez
says. “This may account for why the rectum ap-
pears to be more susceptible to infection by HIV.”

Martinez also points out that it is important
to distinguish between the presence of the virus
and the infectivity of the virus. “Simply because
the virus is present does not mean it is capable of
infecting,” he says. “Still, it isimportant to remem-
ber that there are cases of HIV transmission that
involved only oral sex.”

Todetermine just howrisky oral sexis, many
scientists have conducted large-scale studies. In
the June 1994 issue of OUT magazine, author

Gabriel Rotello discusses a study by Dr. Michael
Samuel, a member of the Division of Epidemiol-
ogyat the New Mexico Department of Health. Dr.
Samuel combined the results of three San Fran-
cisco surveys that followed 1,393 initially HIV-
negative gay men for five years. Samuel’s results
were startlingly different from previous studies:
17 percent of thase who became infected re-
ported that recepuive oral sex was their only risk
factor during the study period; 7.2 percent said
they had never engaged in other risky behaviors.
Among those who did engage in other risky
activities, those who performed receptive oral
sex had higher rates of infection than those who
did not. Surprisingly, researchers failed to find an
additional increase in risk if ejaculation was re-
ported in oral sex.

“And what about the risk of women and, in
particular, women who have oral sex only with
other women,” asks Martinez? “Little is known
about the risk in this group. It is clear more
studies are warranted.”

Whateveryour practicesare, whomever your
partners are and whether or not you practice
safer sex, you need to become more aware, “It is
clear that this is a subject that has not been fully
explored and requires much more frank and
factual discussion,” urges Martinez.

Houston Clinical Research Network, in conjunction with
AIDS Foundation Houston, Montrose Clinic, Body Posi-
tive and AVES, will sponsor a forum to address the issue
of oral sex and possible HIV transmission. A panel of
scientists, including Dr. Michael Samuel, Division of
Epidemiology at New Mexico Department of Health, and
Dr. Dorothy Lewis, Baylor College of Medicine, will ana-

lyze the data and studies and report to the community on

the subject. This community forum will be beld July 28 at

the Doubletree Hotel at Allen Center (400 Dallas Street) at

7:00 pm. It is free and open to the public. For information

call call Steve Nettles at 713/520-2015.

Steve D. Martinez, M.D.

Internal Medicine
Infectious Diseases

3400 Montrose Blvd.
Suite 200
Houston, Texas 77006

Phone:

(713) 521-9444

Office Hours by Appointment Only
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HEALTHCARE, INC.
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Servicing the Community with
over 10 years experience

Specializing in HIV Infusion Therapy

Personalized Home Healthcare
* Pharmacy
* Nursing
* Social Services

1210 NortH PosT Oak
Sure 150
Houston, Texas 77055

713-682-8150




FUTURE
OUTLOOK

by Joseph Molina
ARIES

This is a time of great power and strength for Aries. Your strongest defense
against pain could be in your becoming the center in a social whirlwind. For
sometime now you have been stuck in a very oppressive situation. Your attitude
of yourself has been a little muddied due to your feeling closed in and an Inability
to shine, all of which has left you with a sense of confusion and bewilderment.
First key here is to remember that Aries is strong; the ram is certainly no wimp.
Secondly, look at yourselfand let the queen shine, this will improve your attitude
and the outcome. If this situation revolves around love, the bad will pass and
things will improve. You may be surprised, as the outcome will differ from the
past. A relationship may end. If you are single, it may appear that it is impossible
to find the perfect companion, especially since you seem to know everyone. It
could be that you have been looking at the wrong parts of your life. Find your
true purpose then worry about love. This could bea rough time for you, as things
appear to move slowly and improvements are hidden. Fear not, the wheel keeps
turning, and life will likewise keep moving. Using the scent of vetivert while
affirming, “The Universe abundantly provides for all my needs,"” will help you
during this period.

TAURUS

Moving into a new life can be difficult, as Taurus is still imprisoned in the Tower
of the Self. Your inability to accept the reality of a certain situation could cause
the bull to repress a great deal of unneeded pain. You may find yourself
daydreaming about the way you want your life to be, and this in itself could cause
you to become tense and cynical. If you choose to make a true change, you will
do it all at once and quickly. A relationship could finally end! A secret infatuation
could finally come out into the open. Regardless, you are now moving forward,
and as you do, remember to allow time for earlier actions to take effect. If you
are single, take good care of yourself, for you are presently the whole of a
relationship. A one-sided affair does not make for an affair at all. If you are falling
in love, you may just find yourself a little lonely as your hormones may be
operating in overtime! Now is not the best time to pursue this goal, as love may
be best left untouched by your hooves. For Taurus in general, now isa good time
to inhale the scent of black pepper while affirming, “I liberate myself from the
ignorance and limitations of old habits and structures whenever | outgrow their
need.” This could be of great aid to you.

You may become filled with sorrow as you observe a once happy and joyous
situation crumble before you. Through this sorrow could come a realization of
anew path in life and thus create acceptance within. For sometime now, you may
have been staring at the magnitude of problems that you face in life. Staring at
this mound of problems has blinded you to the opportunities held within your
hands. In order to bring about positive changes, you must first have faith in
yourself and be optimistic. Look at all the present opportunities you have for
creating things. Keep this faith, and it will aid you now. For a short period, you
will be relieved of all worries. Act now and you may be able to permanently rid
yourself of some these same worries. Although money is present in your life and
will be available for you, now is not a good time to be giving it away. It is yours!
Relationships started during this period may not last, so be careful in opening up
to others. Try using the scent of lime while affirming, “My inner being shines like
a star, guiding my actions, renewing and cleansing me." This may help keep you
strong and in alignment during this time.

M A R T

CANCER

For Cancers looking for or thinking

abouta new job, now is the best time.

Now is the time when Cancers get

grounded. Moving out of an emo-

tional realm and into a material one,

you will begin to realize your own

worth. If not looking for a new job

then a promotion might be in the

works, or you may discover renewed

interest as you focus on career. An

emotional situation is able to be re-
born, and after a period of problems
and sorrows, the view will become
very bright. Although Cancer begins
to look upward and positive, you
could still experience a mood swing.
Now that you are beginning to get
what you want, you may experience
some anxiety and fear as to how long
it will last. As a crab, your hard exte-
rior is your glyph, but remember that
your inner child is ready to shine. At
first it can be difficult for you to open
up and become expressive. Becom-
ing involved In your environment
could also be difficult at first, but this
will not last long. Using the oil of
Patchouli with the affirmation, “I hold
my power in my own hands, my
security lies within," could be useful
in holding onto that stability.

LEO

Right now, looking at life through the
lion's eyes could be a painful sight. All
odds seem to be against you, and no
matter which way you turn and direct
yourself, twigs keep falling in your
path, tripping you. Fear not, the gift of
the sword is bestowed upon you.
This gift enables you to think ratio-
nally, make fair judgments and arrive
at responsible decisions. Use this gift
now, and it will help you getout of the
rut, and do so feeling stronger, more
free and with lots of power. There
could be some separation, as you may
move, break up in a relationship or
simply release some great emotional
weight that you have been carrying
around for some time. At first, it may
be difficult to put yourself back into
full control of your life. Remember
that, with determination and perse-
verance, you can achieve wonders!
Regarding relationships, | don't think
5o, at least not right now. Focus on
yourself and not others. Repeat to
yourself, “| create my own future by
envisioning it clearly.” Burn a little
myrrh and refresh your being as you
clear your Earth.

VIRGO

With an attitude of steel and a breath
of fresh air, you once again become
very optimistic about life. This might
be a good time to get away on a trip
to someplace open and free. For
sometime now, you have been taking
your career for granted and there-
fore not seeing the offer of excite-
ment presented before you. Because
work had seemed boring or unavail-
able to you, you have become a litle
inert or frozen in your life. Now with
yourmind clearand your eyes opened,
you rush forward once again attack-
ing your life. This clearly is a tool for
creation. Someone that you love could
put you through a test of devotion,
and this could cause some problems
but will not last for long. If single,
finding love now can be accomplished
by going forward and having the cour-
age to believe in yourself. For you,
none shall come easy, but let the
games begin! To assist with the re-
lease of stagnation in your life, affirm,
“| transform and renew myself by
letting go of those things no longer
necessary to my growth.” Do this
while using the scent of cypress oil.
Strength and courage are not far be-
hind.

LIBRA

Little happens and little changes, as
things continue to worsen or im-
prove at the same steady rate. With-
out will or self-confidence present,
your life has started to drag. This
slowing has caused you to become
lazy and has possibly generated a
feeling of hopelessness. Though you
may not see or feel them, outside
forces are operating in your life. In
order to seize opportunities, you must
first shatter certain patterns which
you have formed in your life at this
time. Become determined and fo-
cused, knowing that even a little
movement is a lot! Now is not the
time to pursue any legal matters,
especially if they are avoidable. Ifsingle,
love is just not in the air. If married,
your lover could have a major atti-
tude swing and become very benevo-
lent and compassionate. This swing
could revive a dying relationship and
make it live again. This time, one of
you will try and do things differently,
no longer simply following the ruts.
This will work for only so long, as the
real key to success lies in facing the
issues. To aid in this process of self
change, make yourself a tea of ginger

L

while affirming, “I have the power and
discipline to achieve my highest ambi-
tions.” Through this, strength will fill
your soul and happiness will rest just
around the corner.

SCORPIO

For scorpions, finding meaning in life
can sometimes be a difficult thing.
With life filled with joy and promises
of happiness, you are often left in
awe, searching for a missing link.
Sometimes, just experiencing life and
the simple pleasures that it offers can
be the best thing for us. Time out or
a needed rest is definitely called for
now. If married, all in all this time will
be a peaceful one. If single, keep
looking, as something is right around
the corner. Exercise care and caution
for one who could cause some seri-
ous obstacles and disagreements in
your life. Petty squabbling, arguments
and rivalry may be signified here.
Although this unpleasantry may come
about, do not fear, you will have the
upper hand, This is as excellent time
to travel, and excellent time to simply
enjoy your life. Make a tea of chamo-
mile with a little bit of honey while
affirming, I rejoice in the completion
of each stage of my journey and give
thanks for the fruits thereof.”

SAGITTARIUS

At this time, your ability to trust in
yourself with a particular situation
could be waning. With your arms
crossed and a strong emotional wall
surrounding you, you could go
through a period of insecurity. There
is an inability to get free of social
pressure indicated here. Rather than
listen to your inner self, you have a
tendency to do what others expect
or demand of you. Because of this
behavior and attitude, you could miss
out on some great opportunity,
especially in the areas of career and
emotions. The Universe might offer
you a dream come true, one that
could help you to break away from
this period of insecurity. Take your
time. Do not act too fast as in this
case, haste will surely result in waste
(things won't work out!). If single, the
opportunity for a wild and crazy love

is presented. This love could be the

one to assist you in getting over and

releasing an old love. Just remember
to take heed in how reckless you

allow yourself to become. If married,

then be married to each otherand no

one else! Burn Clary Sage in its oil

form while affirming, “From darkness

and chaos | create opportunities to
transcend limitations.”

CAPRICORN

Like a puppeton strings, the Universe
guides your life. For the moment
there is a standstill, as your higher self
awaits you to make a decision. You
have reached a point in your life
where you feel the need to strive for
something more. This something has
to do with Spirit and God (you may
call it by another name). As a trumpet
sounds, does it hum in your ears? On
the physical realm, a friend in need
becomes a major issue for you. With
unforeseen perils falling in their path,
you will wish that you could run to
their rescue but can't. Withheld am-
bitions and an unfocused drive will
assist you in giving aid froma distance.
If single, watch out! No one is worth
putting yourself on the line for love. If
you are going to have it, you will have
it without beingused. If married, times
may not be hot, but with a litde
patience, balance will again enter your
relationship. Play in the scent of rose-
mary while affirming, "l courageously
persevere in the loving reconciliation
of my lower and higher selves.” This
will aid in bringing balance back into
your life.

AQUARIUS

Because you are trying to da far too
much at once, you are becoming con-
fused and exhausted, espedially with
commitments. There is an inherent
danger here of becoming inefficient
as you might be spreading your re-
sources a bit too thin. Itis crucial that
you decide what is most important
and concentrate on this alone. You
will benefit by deleting other activi-
ties which are less important or by
allowing others to share the respon-
sibilities involved, especially in the
areas of work and relationships. Hav-
ing seen life a little harsh in the past,
lately your attitude has been lacking.
You are now faced with a decision,
and the choice that you make could
alter the course of your life. On an
emotional level, there is someone
who has been pulling on all of your
needs. You need to make a decision
as to whether to move on or stay
where you are in this matter. Re-

member, your choice might cost you

afriendship. Truly the light for love is

a radiant green, so is searching, just

look a little harder. To help you make

choices based on the present, use the
oil of lavender while affirming, “I
choose to be free from inhibitions,
guiltand bondage in all of my relation-
ships.”

PISCES

The best bet for you now is solitude combined with contemplation. You have
enjoyed a situation or relationship that has been filled with stability, peace and
security; however, this has not been enough. It is time to move on to new things,
as you now realize that something has been missing from your life. Because that
present situation or relationship has gone on and on and never quite ceemed to
end or alter, this new move or change will be even more difficult to initiate. A
breakdown of a relationship may happen here, but as this happens, dead weight
will be released, thus causing the oppression to subside. A new career
opportunity could be on the horizon, but the fish’s fear of leaping off into a void
could cause you to hesitate and miss the opportunity entirely. New relationships
are able to grow now, while old ones can fizzle away. This is a period when single
people will begin to play! For clarity in your thoughts and in speaking your
intentions, wear the oil of sage while affirming, “| patiently follow the guidance
of my higher self on the path of enlightenment.” The main thing here is to not
break the flow of energy operating in life now. If you make a decision, act on it!
Do not wait for something more.

THE WORLD

Now could be a great time for major world movementand change. Many people
will notice themselves becoming restless and filled with a want to travel! Some
people could get antsy staying at home and even a visit to friends houses could
help. The world is urging mankind to go outside, take a walk and once again
become one with nature. This offers a great opportunity to help heal yourselfand
the Earth at the same time. For a long time we have defaced and abused the place
that we call home, ravaging the land without thought of the consequences. Acting
alone, the healing process will take too long. Only by uniting and working
together can we win. Be it newly discovered or simply finally revealed, a new virus
could become a major topic. A present virus will change and begin to wane of
its power. Spiritual leaders will fall into the headlines once again, and the mystical
philosophies will be placed in the limelight. We are on the verge of an uphill swing.
Plant roses and affirm in the magic of the Earth to heal herself. #

Joseph Molina has lived and studied the sacred sdences for over |4 years and is o
practicing psychic in Houston. He spedializes in Tarot, combined with clairvoyant
insights for personal growth. Joseph also teaches and guides students in their
development and is available for private consultations. For more information, call (713)

'527-8135.
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RESOURCE GUIDE

OMODATIONS
'IAT?ocLovan Inn 501 Lovett ...oiuenmrinnnen 522-5224
Montrose Inn 408 AVONdalR ....covvecrisesreses §20-0206
Desert Hearts Cowgir Club (Bandera) 210-796-7446
The Ruby Slipper B&B (Ta08, NM) ......ccoummmmumuummiiisssmssnsssimmsisssssiss 505-758-0613
ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Julia A. Siska CPA LR R o), 7: S— 460-1885
ENTS/RENTALS
”MUMMTMI"M e 904 WesSICOt cooevriiniinnnens 864-7312
ATTORNEYS
Cordell & Haley, L.L.P. 2014 Commonwealth s 522-2488
Moore & Hunt ....ccccuceinnes =
Nancy Revelette .. 802-
Roboﬂmy [V T T [R—— 1001 Texas Ave., Ste. 940 ... 222-7114
CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS
Houston Triangle DIVErS ............cwmssssens P.O. Box 721752
Houston OULOOr GIOUP ......csvmmmussrmsassssssss P.O. Box 980893
COMMUNITY SERVICES
AIDS EQuity LBAGUE ....vovvvisessnnncssmssasssasssssees P.O. Box 980307
AIDS Foundation Houston 3202 Weslayan Annex
AIDS Mastery Workshop ......... rereenenes 404 W Lamar
AVES (Amigos AIDS Volunteers ) ......... 2510 Broad St. #200 ...
Bering Community Service Foundation ................ 1440 Harold ...
Body POSIIVE .......cocorvisrccmmssmessirsssenss 1475 W. Gray #176-177 ...
Dizinger Foundation 3701 Montrose ...
Montrose Clinic 1200 Richmond ...
NAMES Project HOUSION ...........cummssssssssnsisns 2410 Woodhead ..
House, Inc. 602 Branard ..
PWA COAJION ....conececuesmasmmssssasssseses 1475 W. Gray Suite 163 ..
KOLBE Project 1509 Fairview
ENTERTAINMENT
(ST Y SR 111 O —" 3722 Washington Ave. ...
Genvy 2303 Richmond ..
Ms.B's 9200 Buffalo Speedway ..
1512 W. Alabama ..
Ford Musical Comedy ........ s
Namysmlng Cavalier Telegrams .......... 2990 Richmond Suite 316 .
The Hill aka AK's Berryhill I .........c.c......... 15346 Kuykendahl .
The Patio 9200 Buffalo Speedway .
The Ranch 9200 Buffalo Speedway .. 666-
Theatre LaB HOUSION ....ccccemrmmrismmscenmsassmsiismsninns 1706 AlRMO .ocvvrensrsinisns 868-7516
XTC 9200 Buffalo Speadway ... 666-3464/666-3356
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Acacia Financial Center .......... 9 Greenway Plaza Suite 3000 ................... 888-3500
JAG Residential Mortgages, INC. ... 6261 Richmond 831-6875
Pride MOMGAGE ......ccvvcvvmmissssssssssssses 4200 Montrose, Ste. 300
c RS
mﬁi\s&)&m coreene 3100 FANNIN covoinncessrennans 522-2379
EALTH CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINING
;lmmessmmt. 3930 Kirby #300 ..........eiien 524-9932
Muscle Mechanics 869-0356
HAIR STYLISTS / FASHION
Decked Out - Tracy GIlmOr® ...........couuues 3502 S. Shepherd 522-0507
bl HOO08 315 W. Alabama ... 942-8888
HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS
i
g'r'. Jerry Martin, P.C. .ccocvneissssssssmsesinnssn 5252 WeSIChester ... 660-7722
Dentists
Bruce W. Smith, D.D.S. ..ovinnissiisssismmsnrsnies 1006 MiSSOUL ......coiereneiss 529-4364
Physicians

. Steve D. Martinez, M.D.3400 Montrose Bivd, Ste. 200 521-9444

Physical Therapists
Proyf.nx-—Delma Cardona . ... 5300 Memorial Dr. #540
..4101 Greenbriar Ste. 200

Southampton Medical Group
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Patricia D. Salvato, M.D. ......covuuusiiusummarasns 7800 Fannin #300 .......cenruueee .. 791-7520
Optometrists
E;:s Are Precious/Dr. Sue Moss . 3701 W. Alabama Ste. 310 ... 961-9705
HYPNOTHERAPY
Josh Syna 869-MIND (869-6463)
MASSAGE THERAPIST
Essential Touch/Alan Davidson ... 3100 Richmond ...........ummes 9420923
Linda Mullinix 262-2529
David Rangel 2507 Montrose, Ste. 54 287-9529
METAPHYSICIANS
Keepers of he LIght ... 3400 Montrose # 535 ..........immnres 528-5685
OUNSELORS
Joseph Molina 527-8135
Sandra Nicholas 522-0990
Jog Paxton L AT ] T — 523-1627
PSYCHOTHERAPY/COUNSELING
Tony Carroll, MSW R ATT ) —— 522-3045
Seely M. Gerraughty, LMSW-ACP, LMFT2715 Bissonnet, Ste., 201 ............ 526-4487
Kreller & Associates, InC. ... 1801 Huldy St. Suite 15 .....ccomveriiens 529-8017
Montrose Counseling Center voeneee 701 Richmond AVE ....oveeeeuviianses §29-0037
Bill Scott, CSW.-ACP. ..... New Counseling Center .................... 520-1913
Diana Thomas, MA., LP.C......... 4100 Westheimer, S18. 235 ...........ccouc 264-1671
Patrick Vachon, LM.S.W.-A.C.P. ..... New Counseling Center ................. ..520-1913
REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Suzanne Anderson Properties ......315 W. Alabama Suite 101 .......cocccceeee 529-8484
Ron Duster (Swilley-Hudson) 520-8888
Jane Foltyn (MarLand & Associates Real Estate) 4676477
Richard Hill (Swilley-HudSon) .........cussssmssesees 1501 Heights ...... .... 869-0456
Lee Hudman (Acker-Blum) & K 1939 W. Gray ....... . 529-6660
R L ——
RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Ancient Catholic-Episcopal Church 529-5363
En-Lighten Up 3404 W. LAMAN ...oerurnssrsnsee 520-6996
Jewish Congregation 748-7079
MCC Maranatha Fellowship ........ 811 Westheimer, Ste. 110A ......ccmnvcens 528-6756
MCCR Houston 1919 DOCALUF ....ovvsvurerrinnes 861-9149
RESTAURANTS & COFFEE BARS

M .

October Studios Gallery-Heights Pavilion ............ P2V R AR L: i) E— 861-3411
B Cards, Periodicals, Etc.

|ngi’n;; 1846 Richmond AVe, .........ccccoovnees 521-3369
Lobo 1424-C Westheimer .................. 522-5156
Catering

Fits and Cravings Catering
Clothing & Accessories
Basic Brothers
Pueblo To People ...
River Oaks Clothier
Gifts, Supplies, Materials
Crystal Castie

Crystal Dolphin
Lucia's Garden

Fumiture
Alabama Fumniture
Gifts

Celebrations To Go Gift Baskets............ccoccenee 3406 Audubon
Singing Cavalier Singing Telegrams ................ 3406 Audubon
Groceries, Supplies & Liquor

Fiesta Market
Kroger
Pagers and Supplies
Premier Paging
Personal Protection

Personal Protection Pepper Defense

12220 Murphy Rd. ..o 575-8500

661-5536

SERVICES

Business Services

Personal Assistant/Kathy Braesicke
Cleaning

Holden's Home and Office Cleaning Services
Man Maid Cleaning Service
Home Health Care

Lifeline Health Care Inc. .......ccuueienes 1210 N. Post Oak #150 .......cceeseernene 682-8150
Movers

Box Boy Moving Company
Printing and Graphics
House of COIEMEN .............oeceeseessesmessossassasses
Misc,

MO BB EWS - oot pbcosiommriionsss 5090 Richmond AVe. ......ccsssaer 626-2920
Photography
Allure Studios
Tanning Salons

Eurotan 3701 MONLIOSE c.cvvuesvesssssaes 529-5100
Voice Messaging \
VOX Voice Messaging $

956-2364
993-0116

530-7822

(Voice Mail)949-9649

TRAVEL AGENCIES

YOGA
SaYR SHOPHOM ...occooeomsscnssmsssssssmmssssnn Spectrum Conter ............... 902-7913
Yoga Center of HOUSION .........ccocvrmereesianians 2438 South Bivd. .........ccceccunen. 524-4572

OutSmart Resource Directory is a courtesy service offered to Display Advertisers.
For informations regarding advertising or Resource Directory call 713-520-7237.

OUT in our World continued from page 47

Estate of Man with AIDS Awarded
$512,000 in Bias Lawsuit

FREMONT, Ohio (GayNet)— A federal jury has awarded $512,000 to
the estate of Fred Charon, an AIDS patient who was denled admittance
to a Fremont, Ohio, hospital for emergency treatment of a non-AIDS
related drug reaction. Although the case was tagged as the first to test
the applicability of the Americans with Disabilities Act specifically to
AIDS cases, the jury actually based its verdict on another law - one that
prohibits discrimination by institutions funded by federal funds.

Justice Dept. Appeals
Cammermeyer Ruling

WASHINGTON (GayNet) — To almost no one's surprise, the U.S.
Justice Department says It will appeal a recent decision by a U.S. district
judge in Washington state to reinstate highly decorated National
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Catherine Haggerty Lenahan

Catherine Haggerty Lenahan,
49, died June 25, 1994 aftera
courageous battle with lung
cancer. Preceded in death by
her father Lawrence G.
Haggerty. Survivors: life com-
parion Carolyn Collins; chil-
dren Thomas Luke Lenahan,
Julia Ellen Lenahan, Margaret
Maureen Browning and hus-
band James and their father
James L. Lenahan; mother Mary
Ellen Haggerty; sisters Eileen

Mundy, Peggy Haggerty, Sheila

Mahoney, Maureen Warmuth
and Monica Haggerty; brothers Mike Haggerty, Pat Haggerty and Tim
Haggerty. Memonials may be directed to: Dominican Sisters, 650
Almeda, Houston TX 77021.

Milton Ray “Reah” Brown
October 8, 1969-June 19, 1994

On a warm summer Sun-
day moming, a brilliant light
passed from this worldinto
ancther. Reah was well
known in the Houston
community. As a talented
photographer, artist and
businessman he won the
respect of many and as a
frend, he wontheir hearts.
Reah saw and found
beauty in everyone and
everything. He loved life
and all that it offered, es-
pecially dancing, music, partying and being with his friends. Reah's
death was sudden, unexpected and still misunderstood. He is
missed and his space here will never be filled.

“He laughed while here on Earth and now he twinkles
in the heavens at night” -FCR

Guard nurse Col. Margarethe Cammermeyer, who declared to military
officlals she s alesbian. Earllerin June, a U.S. District Court in a summary
judgment in favor of Cammermeyer concluded that the govermment
discriminated against the nurse without a “rational” basis for doing so
and that the action was “grounded solely on prejudice.”

Is That a Secret Decoder Ring or Are
You Glad to See Me...

NEW YORK (GayNet) — Pierce Brosnan, who will debut in 1995 as the
latest incarnation of James Bond on the big screen, says in Newsweek that
this thoroughly modern Agent 007 “will probably wear condoms that
glow in the dark.” No word yet on whether the good-looking Brosnan
will play the glowing role himself or have a stand-in stunt man.
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CLASSIFIEDS

ACCOMMODATIONS

DESERT HEARTS COWGIRL CLUB. Beauti-
ful hill country women's weekend getaway. Private,
secluded hiking, horses, hand-holding, home-cooked
meals. Tubing, antiques nearby. (Lower, less fuss
weekday deals.) Call (210) 796-7446.

THE LOVETT INN. Affordable luxury in the
heart of Montrose. Beautifully appointed rooms for
both business and leisure travelers. All rooms have
direct dial phones, private bath, breakfast and color
TVs. Also available VCR, FAX, Jacuzzi suites, pool
and spa. Walk to clubs, restaurants, shopping and
public transportation. Convenient to Downtown,
Galleria, Medical and Convention Centers. Call
today (713) 522-5224. See display ad this issue and
mention OutSmart Magazine for special discount.

(" Lovely Grounds ot
i Secluded Hot Tuw Y
7 ~¢*— Fireplaces
R‘l ,‘l ;‘y Fabulous Breakfast i
3, <> e Personalized Attention A
Sﬁ er Very Gay Friendly 0
i }T (503) 7580613 # Taos NM 87571 S

APARTMENT RENTAL

MONTROSE 3/1 APT + GIANT PATIO & POOL.
Al appliances, CA/H, celling fans, mini-blinds, laun-
dry, covered parking. 306 Stratford at Taft. $595.00
+ HL&P, FREE GAS HEAT; $450.00 deposit. Dog or
cat OK with pet deposit. 523-6109.

BUSINESS SERVICES
Julia A, Siska, CPA. Taxes, Accounting and Busi-
ness Consulting. Free initial consultation. Call (713)
460-1885.

Insurance & Investment Planning, If your busi-
nessisa sole proprietorship, partnership, or corpor-
ation, it may be at serious risk without sound
business planning. | offer solutions and plans to
protect your professional investment. Call Julie
LaRue at Acacia Financial Center of Houston
(713) 879-1311,

REPRINT! The only printshop in Houston to win
the Golden Ink Knife Award, Copies 3 1/2 cents.
MAC rental $4.95/hr. Business Cards $12.99/
500. Good people w/good prices. Reprint! 1624
Richmond Ave., 522-9299.

EMPLOYMENT

OUTSTANDING SALES OPPORTUNITY!
OutSmart Magazine now hiring commissionable
sales team members, Call Gregat Up&Out Commu-
nications, (713) 520-7237.

HAIRSTYLIST/IMAGE

All Decked Out. “Friendly, Flexible, Affordable, Pro-
fessional.” Call Tracy Gilmore today and make your

M

54 Out'Smart = July 15 - August 14, 1994

appointment. 3502 S. Shepherd (between Rich-
mond & Alabama). (713) 522-0507.

HEALTH/WELLNESS

Alternative Health and Wellness Center.
Jacqueline A. Doval-Graziani, M., D.C., specializ-
ing in Chiropractic Care and Exercise Physiology.
We also offer 24-hour emergency care. Call for
appointment, (713) 522-WELL (9355).

HOME REPAIR

I {OUSTON

D& 1GN &
§ CONSTRUCTION

L1 —

“Concept to Completion”
Remodeling Specialist

868-9569

T&L REMODELING—Serving our community
with home and commercial remodeling. Custom
painting, vinyl and ceramic tile, sheetrock, decks,
ete. All work guaranteed. Seniors' discounts. Free
estimates. |8 years experience. 681-3114.

HYPNOTHERAPY

Smoking, Weight or Stress Problems? Try
Hypnotherapy, Free Brochure (24 hours). 869-
MIND (869-6463).

INSURANCE

FARMERS INSURANCE - Laura Feldman
Agent, 552-9436. Auto, Home, Life, Annuities,
Commercial; for all your insurance needs. One
West Loop South, #100, 77027.

MISCELLANEOUS

SURVIVE AIDS! SURVIVE CANCER! Find
out how people are surviving these ilinesses and
some are recovering completely. Ifyouareat
risk and want to become healthy again, write to:
D.SE (O), P.O. Box 21206, Albuquerque, NM
87154. Include name, address, phone, illness.

Nancy Ford, Queen of the Texas Lesbians.

. 'Musical Comedy for private parties, fundraisers,

special events. Call for holiday reservations. 520-
7237 or 627-0301.

Lesbian & Gay Voices, a radio program that is
produced by community activists, is seeking others

who would like to become volunteer programmers.
The program airs on Fridays, 6-8pm on KPFT, 90.1
FM. Free training provided. Call 289-2700.

GAY PEN-PALS for gay and lesbian youth. For
instructions on joining the Alyson Letter Exchange
Program, write to Letter Exchange, c/o Alyson
Publications, 40 Plympton Street, Boston, MA 021 18,
Participants must be 2| or younger.

PHOTOGRAPHY
WE BRING THE STUDIO TO YOU. Allure
Studio is back in Houston. Professional Model
Portolios, Portraiture and Fashion. Why settle for
less. Call Allure, the award-winning Photography
Studio. Voice Mail 949-9649.

PRODUCTS
PROTECT YOURSELF

with

T “Ori” PR DEFEC SPRAY

M @

ol 95 (7
g8 iR

Checks / Maoey Orders

m3 661‘5536 (24 HRS)

PSYCHOTHERAPY

Kreller & Associates, Inc. Psychotherapists,
counseling and Testing Specialists. We offer indi-
vidual, group, relationship, griefand career counsel-
ing. 19 years experience. Office hours by appoint-
ment including Saturday and Sunday. (713) 529-
8017.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
BUYING OR SELLING—SUZANNE
ANDERSON PROPERTIES, Houston's ONLY
Real Estate Company focusing on the Lesbian and
Gay community. (713) 529-8484. (See our display
ad in this issue.)

Richard Hill Realtor—Proudly Serving the Com-
munity in Real Estate for 8 years. For any and allyour
real estate needs call 768-3095 or 869-0456.

RETAIL
Basic Brothers. Men's fashion active wear. 1232
Westheimer. Open Mon.-Sat. 10-8 and Sun. 12-6.
(713) 522-1626.

[ dani =

01 Pinemont

SERVICES

Jerry’s Pest Control—350-3952. A good old
fashioned company providing personal service and
modern, safe technology for those pesty pests. New
Customer Discounts.

Gay Single Males. If you meet this description and
would like the opportunity to meet other gay single
men in an environment that is professional, fun and
safe, or would like to help host events such as this,
please write or fax your name and address to: Tom
Fricke, c/lo Gay Gourmet, 501 Lovett Blvd., Hous-
ton, Texas 77006, FAX (713) 528-6708. This event
is sponsored in part by OutSmart Magazine and The
Lovett Inn.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE

LARA KEALY SMITH, Massage Therapist. Proudly
serving the lesbian & gay community. Swedish Mas-
sage, Trigger Point Therapy, Aromatherapy, Energy
Work, HIV+ Touch Therapy. 802-0106.

Areyou stressedand need relaxation? David Rangel,
massage therapist in the Montrose area. In and out
calls, evenings and weekends. Call (713) 287-9529.

WHOLENESS AND HEALTH. Healing and
caring hands with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage.
Stress and pain release while relaxing you physically,
mentally, and emotionally. Balance to your life.
RMT#2233. HOWARD (713) 528-6174.

ART OF MASSAGE: restoring comfort and bal-
ance to your mind and body by the caring hands of
a skilled therapist. Results can be relaxing, invigorat-

ing—even inspiring! RMT #7796. Michael (713)
410-7689.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
RATES

Basic Classifieds are $13 for 30 words
or less and 25¢ for each word thereafter.
Add additional 25¢ per each bold word.
Discounts available for 3 or 6 months if

CHRISTOPHER REES

Registered Massage Therapist

Call for
Opening Specials

3100 Richmond * Houston, TX 77098

713/269-4966 ads are prepaid. Sorry, we do not bill for
classifieds. Three insertions base rate of
$10 per month; six insertions base rate of

TRAINING/FITNESS ol

Bring out the hot NEW you! Hard & lean just in time
for summer! Our Certified Personal Fitness train-
ing in conjunction with personalized nutritional
guidelines will help you obtain the body that's yours
and the results you deserve. Programs come in a
variety of affordable packages so call now for your
free consultation. After all, it is your body—Do it
right! MUSCLEMECHANICS (713) 869-0356.

WORKSHOPS
CELEBRATING THE BODY EROTIC. Many men
long for a deeper connection with their bodies.
Most of our education has taken us out of our
bodies, away from the simple pleasures of touching
and being touched, breathing deeply and feeling
joyously alive. Celebrating the Body Erotic teaches
men how to feel at home in their erotic bodies.
Through SACRED sex rituals and conscious
breathwork, we guide men into feeling states that
awaken their deepest centers of pleasure. Erotic
initiation rituals based on Taoist, Tantric and Sufi
traditions, allow men to experience their erotic
energy as playful, sacred, energizing and transfor-
mative. Sept. 24-25, 9 am-6 pm. Tuition: $275.
2;58;mﬂonsllnfonmdon: Tom Crow (713) 528-

Boxed Ads are $23 per vertical column
inch (2 3/6" x 1"). Reversed Ads are $28
per column inch. 10% discount granted to
advertisers who prepay for three or more
consecutive months.

Deadline: The first of the month prior
to publication. Order by phone and pay
by VISA, American Express or
MasterCard. Or FAX it to us—(713)
522-3275. Sorry we do not bill. Mail ad
and payment to: OutSmart Classifieds,
3406 Audubon, Houston, TX 77006.

Questions? Call OutSmart Magazine at
520-7237.

+ Spiritual Guidance  help in getring the answers
. Ne_cjlut.ion you need call Sandra at
_  Rebirthing 713/522-0990.

Nicholas

e il

Guiding you on your journey of
self-transformation through:~
* Psychic Readings S :
+ Intuitive Guidance

t Life Regressions
+ Relationship Reframing

For guidance and

Their New Bravo
W/ 3 mo. Airtime & Activation Youn

Their New Bravo

W 3 mo. Airtime & Activation @
Their New Bravo PRICE
000

W/ 3 mo. Airtime & Activation

PREMIER PAGING voice

12220 Murphy Rd., Suite E, Stafford MAIL
(1/2 Mile So. Of Hwy 53 And Wilcrest) “.95 Mo.

: Competitors Advertised Prices
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HOW TO RESPOND TO
AN INTRO-EXPRESS PERSONAL AD:

Scan the ads listed, perusing them somewhat as you would items in a
catalogue, but not nearly so callously. Make your selection of the
person(s) you would like to meet, and dial 1-900-370-8687. (A charge
of $1.95 per minute appear on your next phone bill. You must be at least
18 years old to use this service.) You will be instructed to record a
response to your potential love mate’s ad. Make your recording dazzling
and descriptive, giving the box-holder plenty of incentive to return your
call. If dazzling and descriptive is too much to ask, just shoot for audible.

If you're more of an old-fashioned guy or gal, write a response to your
potential love interest. Put this letterina STAMPED envelope addressed
with nothing but the box number you're responding to. Put this envelope
and $2 in yet another envelope. Mail the whole thing to OutLookin’
Personals c/o OutSmart Magazine, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, ™
77006. We'll forward your letter to your new honey within 48 hours.
After that the two of you are on your own. We claim no responsibility
for fireworks or fizzles. Love's kinda funny that way....

WRITE YOUR OWN
INTRO-EXPRESS PERSONAL

Mail us your 50-word-or-less personal ad by the first of each month for
publication in the following issue. (Add 25¢ for each word over 50.) We
will not publish a last name, address, or phone number. We do, however,
require ALL that information for our files. After we receive your
personal ad you will be assigned your own voice mail box and sent
instructions on how to record your free voice personal introduction,

OUTLOOKIN* PERSONALS MAKE
IT SO EASY TO FALL IN LOVE...

IT"S MORE THAN JUST A LINE...

Send us your FREE 50 word personal ad for publication in Uptown Express for
the next three months.

TALK YOURSELF INTO IT...

After we receive it we'll give you a number to record your own FREE voice
greeting—atno charge! You'll be assigned a voice mailbox number which will
appear inyour ad. Recorda free greeting about yourselfto be heard by those
responding to your printed ad.

YOU'LL GET THEIR EAR...
Respondents to your ad will hear your greeting. If they like what they hear,
they can leave a message. They'll be charged $1.95 per minute which will
appear on their phone bill.
AND THEY'LL GET YOURS...

Use our toll-free number to call you mailbox and check how many messages
you have waiting for you. Then call 1-900-370-8687 to listen to your
responses! There will be a charge of $1.95 per minute which will appear on
your phone bill.

THEN GET TOGETHER...

Once you've listened to your messages, you'll decide whom to contact.
Only then do you make your identity known. It's completely confidential!

Call 1-900-370-8687

$1.95 per minute * You must be at least 18 years old to use this service.

MEN
SEEKING

MEN

REGULAR GUY TYPE
Handsome, in-shape GWM, 6', 175#
seeks similar straight-acting/looking
WM. 30-somethingas buddy or maybe
more. I'm 39 look 29. Must be disease
free. Interests include rock, beaches,
Caribbean, eating out and sane party-
ing. Blue-collar welcome. Please write.
QutSmart Intro Box 70151

COURTSHIP WITH

STYLE
GWM, 44 br/br/mstch, 5'9°, 165 1bs.,
attractive and fit, ltalian heritage, mas-
culine acting/appearing, professional,
financially secure, conservativelifestyle
(politically liberal), traditional
values...seeks same. Did you ever feel
that you should have been born in the
19th century when courtship, romance,

/

morals and commitment meant some-
thing? If so, please respond. Letters
preferred.

OutSmart Intro Box 70135

FREE THINKER
Open-minded GAM, 23, graduate stu-
dent, attractive (physically, mentally
and socially) seeks GM, age 20-30,
good-looking, same interests (art, sci-
ence, literature, philosophy, old mov-
ies. theatre, volleyball, swimming, bik-
ing and hiking) and really nice. Let's
get together and see what happens.
Letters and photos exchanged.
OutSmart Intro Box 70145

BUSCANDO AMIGOS
SGM, 29, sincero, atractivo (no super-
ficial), fanatico de salsa/merengue,
futbol, viajando, pachangueando,
dando paseos, mucho mas. Busco
amigos con gustos similares.
Escribame. I'm sincere, attractive (not
superficial), enjoy salsa/merengue,
soccer, traveling, partying, walks and
much more. Looking for friends (any
race/sex) with similarinterests. Please
write.

OutSmart Intro Box 70143

56 OutSmart = July 15 - August 14, 1994

VIDEO GAMES OK...NO
MIND GAMES!

GWM, 24 yrs., 6', 230 Ibs. Brown hair/
gyes. Interests: Computers, video
games, playing board/card games.
Non-smoker. Into New Age philoso-
phies, music. Prefer someone 18-30
yrs. old, seeking long-term relation-
ship. Veryinexperienced. Must betrust-
worthy, sincereand disease free. Please
write.

OutSmart Intro Box 70137

STEP INTO THE
LIMELIGHT

GWM, mid-30s, atiractive, successful
and fun! Outgoing personality with wit
and charm. Seeking friend/compan-
ionwhois down-to-earthand comfort-
able with himself and others. | enjoy
travel (RSVP, ATLANTIS, Road trips),
dining out, going to the gym, friends,
movies, hanging out at the pool,
projects and laughing. Prefer non-
smoker and light drinker. | am healthy,
stable and relationship-oriented. | en-
joyattending various local events such
as openings, fund raisers and shows.
Very community oriented. Write me, it
could be fun.
OutSmart Intro Box 70076

ATTENTION BODY-
BUILDER/MODEL TYPE
Opportunity for a unique friendship,
romance and possibly more. GWM
mid-30s, handsome and full of charm.
Seeking exceptionally attractive body-
builder/model type. Especially one who
might read this ad and faugh...butthen
finds himself justabit curious! Discre-
tion is assured. Healthy, non-smoker
and outgoing. Some “baggage” OK.
Most of all be FUN! | can promise you
excitement and fun in your life. Letters

only and photo optional.
OutSmart Intro Box 70139

BRAINY BEAR WANTED
Fun-loving Gay Asian Male, 34, 59",
150 Ibs., NS, out, shy, intelligent, at-
tractive, sincere, fit and healthy. Seek-
ing kind, attractive, hirsute and hand-
some (beards and 'staches a plus), fit
and trim, well-adjusted guy (30-45) to
spend time with. Enjoy working out,
cooking, gardening, metaphysics, late-
night prowling, occasionally drinking
to excess, dining out at cheap eats,
helping people, time with friends as
well as time alone, and my work. Re-
cently widowed and still mending, so
my heart's not ready for romantic com-

rrgitrmnt right now, but my friends are
friends for life. Call or write me.
OutSmart Intro Box 70058

HELLO HOUSTON!
GWM, 48, 58", 160 1bs. healthy, fit
and handsome Californian recently
transplanted to Houston. Seeking non-
smoking quy for friendship, romance
gnd possibly more. | enjoy old fash-
ioned courtship/romance, cooking,
movies, social functions, bicycling,
animals, volunteer workandots of fun
times. Comfortable in jeans to black-
tiel Santa Cruzistoo far, but Galveston
is close! Looking for sincere profes-
sional man. Write me.

OutSmart Intro Box 70107

WOMEN
SEEKING

WOMEN

LESBIAN LOVE STORY
Once uponatime, aFeminine GF responded
to an ad placed by a gallant, 39-year-old,
professional GBF. They became friends,

enjoyed funtimes, experienced mutual sen-
sual fantasies and they lived happily ever
aftertogether. If you're ready o Live, Laugh
and Love, please respond. Thanks.
OutSmart Intro Box 70141

TOTALLY OUT AND
LOOKING

GWF Seeking New Friendships with hopes
oflasting relationship. Professional who is
stable, honest, lotally out, comfortable with
sexuality. Soft butch enjoys variety of ac-
tivities, non-drinker, no drugs— seeking
feminine woman in relationship situation.
Ifyou enjoy romance and respect, write or
call and let's discuss the possibilities.
OutSmart Intro Box 70149
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s eentle, loving vwav to initiate natural healing

SINGING]
GAZALIIR

520-7171

As Seen On Good Moming America, Good Momning Houston,
The Hou.:;lon Post & Houston Chronicle
Serving Houston Since 1978

« Balloon Deliveries
o ]mpe\-sonators
« Magicians
+ Belly Dancers
« Gorgeous Strippers
+ Same Day Service
« Major Credit Cards

79.3% of gays and lesbians make
purchases based on gay media
advertising.

—-Overlooked Opinions, Chicago lllinois

The other 19.7% don't read.

Call 520-7237 for advertising information.

Bill Scott, Lcsw-acp
Psychotherapist

New Counseling Center
3415 Graustark
Houston, Texas 77006

(713) 529-1913

* Offering a full range of psychotherapy and counseling services
* Serving the Lesbian and Gay Community for over 17 years

* Founder of the Montrose Counseling Center

* Sliding ScaleFees — Insurance Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN:
Anxiety * Depression * Couple's Counseling * Grief * Intimacy Issues
Self-Image Building * Mid-life Issues
HIV Support Group and Counseling * Hypnotherapy

Certified Chemical Dependency Specialist
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WHAT A WORLD,
WHAT A WORLD...

BY NANCY FORD

phone rang. On the other end of the line was one of those people—
one of those telephone solicitors.

AAAUUUGHHH!

Let’s pause for a moment. Make no mistake, I believe that there is
dignity in all honest work. 1 understand that sometimes people find
themselves in an unenviable position of having to do things which are
extremely distasteful, sometimes even morally reprehensible, for the
sake of economics. Don't take my word for it; just ask the new Mrs.
Limbaugh.

But this was no ordinary, run-of-the-mill, hey-lady-aluminum-
siding-will-change-your-life kind of telephone solicitor. This particular
telephone solicitor was a representative of a high-tech matchmaking
service. I can't say which one exactly—that might be misconstrued as a
commercial endorsement. Let’s just call the organization Date Expecto-
rations.

The gentleman introduced himself and said that he had a special
invitation for me. Seems like the Yentes over at DE were throwing a big
soiree that weekend which would give me the opportunity to. . .well, it
would give me an opportunity to do whatever it is people do at
gatherings of this nature.

“You are single, aren’t you, Ms. Ford?”

“Well, yes, as a matter of fact [ am—"

Generally this would have been the moment1would have said, “I'm
not interested in your service, but thank you for calling,” and hung up.
But Seinfeld was a rerun, and something kept me on the line—perhaps
the intrigue of it all.

“—but let me save us both some time. I am single, but I'm a single
lesbian.”

“Excuse me.”

“I'said I'm a lesbian. I'm a gay woman.”

“What does that mean—that you're happy all the time?”

I'm serious; this is truly how he responded. Seems to me that the

T here 1 was, in my own home, minding my own business, when the

When you need a little help to get the answers you seek...

Psychic Intuitive Counselor,
Dr. Joseph Paxton has helped
many people find clarity
in their lives.

By Appointment Only
713/523-1627
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Personnel Department at Date Expectorations needs to pay more atten-
tion to the social-awareness level of the people they hire to perform the
function of professional dance card filler-uppers. “No, that means I form
my romantic relationships with people of the same sex. So unless your
company has a division that links up members of the gay and lesbian
community, I would have no need for your services.”

“Wait a minute, You mean that you don’t date?”

“Yes, 1 date, but when I do, I date women. That’s what a lesbian
does.”

“Well, if you've never dated a2 man, how do you know you're,
you're...” He couldn’t say the word. “Okay. That’s your choice—"

1did not bother addressing the nature vs. nurture question. After all,
Letterman would be on in an hour or so. He continued relentlessly.

“—but haven’t you ever thought about getting married? We're not
just a dating service, you know. People get married for a lot of different
reasons...."

Had it become my karmic assignment to try to make this guy realize
the misconceptions he was operating under? As much as it annoyed me, -
it nevertheless comforted me to remember that I was talking with an
individual. I reminded myself that I was not interacting with Quintessen-
tial Straight Man any more than he was speaking to the Queen of the
Lesbians.

I further tried to explain that yes, indeed, someday I hoped to marry.
And when that happened, it would be because I'was in love with 2 woman
I wanted to monogamously spend the rest of my life with. What an
outrageous concept! I told him about the legislative breakthroughs in
Hawaii, where same-gender marriage was closer to being legalized than
ever before. He was stunned, yet undaunted in his quest to sign me up for
that party.

But what about my biological clock, he queried.

Onward through the fog. I patiently briefed him on the myriad
reproductive alternativesin artificial insemination, sperm-donation, adop-
tion and even turkey baster therapy; that it was no longer necessary for a
woman to be linked, legally or otherwise, to a man if she chose to raise a
family, We gotinto the bitabout different kinds of families, how it requires
much, much more than two members of the opposite sex to properly raise
and nurture a child. We even broached the subject of how the term
“leshian” wasn't synonymous with “man hater”; that, in fact, I had once
been married to a man.

“Oh, that explains it. Your marriage didn't work, so now you're
taking the easy way out.”

That's when I hung up. v

Nancy Ford is a Houston-based comedian and frequent contributor to
the gay press. Ms. B’s at the Ranch, 9200 Buffalo Speedway is the site of
ber improvisational musical comedy review, Thursdays, July 21, August
4 and 18, 8:30-midnight. Call 666-3464 for reservations.

- Only 10 Minutes From Montrose - ONE COVER FOR ALL THE FUN
- Patrolled, Well-Lit Parking for 300 Cars - Men Always Welcome!
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FOUR BARS - FOUR ATTITUDES - FOUR FANTASIES

! I

EVERY TUESDAY: Moonlight Volleyball and C & W Dance

Lessons with Southern Country

EVERY WEDNESDAY: Complete Dinner Buffet and Happy

Hour Prices All Night Long

EVERY THURSDAY: Moonlight Volleyball and Billiards League
EVERY FRIDAY: LIVE COUNTRY & WESTERN MUSIC

(check for dates)

EVERY SATURDAY: Hottest and Newest Music and Videos

with DJ's Tiger and Paul

EVERY SUNDAY: FAMILY BAR-B-QUE ON THE PATIO!

Steak, chicken, sausage, stuffed baked potatoes, salad,
country baked beans and all the trimmings!

9200 Buffalo Speedway
713-666-3464 713-666-3356

The;,tio

SPECIAL EVENTS

Thursdays, July 14 & 28, 8:30 p.m.-midnight:
Music, Comedy and Open Mic with Nancy Ford

Thursday, July 28, 9:30 p.m.:
AIDS Foundation Houston’s Safer Sex Seminar for Lesbians

Friday, August 5:
Live Country-Western Music in The Ranch with Sugar Creek

Thursday, August |1, 8:30 p.m.-midnight:
Music, Comedy and Open Mic with Nancy Ford

cj\[dncy f or d, Queen of the Lesbians, |
Invites Vou To, Help Celebrate her Fortieth Birthday ‘
With a Fundraiser Benefitting . AIDS Foundation:flouston

Safer Sex Seminars for Lesbians.

SUNDAY,AUG. 14,1994 « 6-10 PM.+ $10

Continuous Entertainment by... °
Julianna Wathen « Clay Howell* Keith Caldwell * Marsha Carlton * Catia
and many surprise guests!

Valuable Raffle Prizes Donated by...
OutSmart * Uptown Express « The Ranch * Roswitha Mohs Firth Gallery « Lara Kealy Smith * River Oaks Closet « Lobo * Fiesta
* Singing Cavalier » Celebrations to Go * Home Sweet Home * Eleventh Street Cafe * Mail Boxes Etc. » Cafe Maison * Tony Carroll
= Pepper Defense * Joseph Molina * Super Psychic Sharron Mattison * Eurotan * Museum Restaurant * Tracy Gilmore * Pueblo

to People * Basic Brothers * Robin Hoods * Inkling * The Lovett Inn * Dr. Bruce Smith * and many, many more!

GRAND PRIZE: Romantic Trip for Two to the luxurious Bourbon
Orleans in New Orleans. Includes air fare and accomodations,
from Advance Damron Vacations

—and a surprise announcement and invitation from Betsy Wurnick

Sponsored by:
OutSmart Magazine * Plaza 9200 * Betsy Wurnick * Nancy Ford * Advance Damron Vacations * JAG Residential Mortgage *
Alice Tomasello * Gayle Hux * AIDS Foundation—Houston = Jane Foltyn, Country Realtor * Gary Stokes * Mail Boxes Etc.
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SATURDAY,
JULY 23, 1994
8:30 AM to 2:00 PM

B orth of
d prices

« Walking Distance to Bars
and Excellent Restaurants

« Central Location and Close to the Galleria
and Medical Center

« Jacuzzi Suites * Continental Breakfast
en e o @ « Hot Tub « Color TV « Phones « Pool

The Lovett Inn
501 Lovett * Houston, TX 77006
2| (713) 522-5224

“DISTINCTIVE LODGING & CATERING ACCOMODATIONS”™




