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From supplies 10 professional
packing service, we have what you
need 10 make your move go
smoothly, We can even ship your
items for you! Be sure to check with
the experts at MBE for your packing
and shipping needs

Q Packing Service 0O Markers and Labels

Q Sturdy Boxes in Q Short-ierm Mailbox
Many Sizes Service

Q Packing Tape QO Money Transfer

Q Tape Guns Q Keys

O Bubble Wrap Q Etc, Erc., B,

Q Foam *Peanuts @‘,‘:‘:‘,&,

All Items Avallable in Bulk or Individual Packs

UPS Authorized Shipping Outlet

WESTERN| |MONEY
UNION! ITRANSFER

The fastest way to send money.

MAIL BOXES ETC:
The Plaza on Richmond
5090 Richmond Avenue
Houston, TX 77056

(713) 626-2920
FAX (713) 626-2922 » Hours: 8-6 M-F; 9-5 Sat; 1-6 Sun.

Em rumm nms

Franchises independently Owned & Operated

with/AIDS

COALITION OF HOUSTON

Our New Beginnings House-
hold Restart Program provides
free furniture and other house-
hold items to indigent Persons
Living With AIDS. Our inven-
tories are very low in the fol-
lowing categories: sheets, tow-
els, pots and pans, dishes.
Please call 522-5428 to find
out how to donate these items.
Or to sponsor a PWA, your tax
deductable contribution of $75
will purchase a brand new bed
for a PWA; $45 will provide
Jfans to fight the Houston heat.
Our address is 1475 West Gray,
Suite 163, Houston, TX 77019.
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THE GIFT OF HIV

I'm writing to thank you for publishing, and
Patrick Vachon for writing the article “The Gifts of
HIVIAIDS." Reading it was a gift to me and couldn't
have come at a more appropriate time in my life.

You see, a few days before | picked up the July
issue of OutSmart, my lover of two years told he had
just tested positive for HIV. | was devastated. All |
could think of was that my life had suddenly been
ieversibly changed for the worst, not by my choice
and certainly without my approval.

Having been a volunteer in AIDS community
for several years, | already knew the “process” | would
have to go through. At first it was denial - | told him
the test must have been wrong. This was quickly
followed by cycles of anger and depression. But most
of all, the days following the shock were filled with
grief. | was truly living minute by minute trying to
process every emotion and every thought, often
ending up crying and wishing it were all a dream.

However, | was uplifted and inspired after
reading "The Gifts of HIV/AIDS." Mr. Vachon made
me realize that, despite the sudden change in the way
| think about my life, there is so much more to live for.
| envisioned a better relationship for me and my
lover— goals will be more challenging arguments less
severe and most of all our love will be more fulfilling.
| also quickly adapted the "don't sweat the small stuff”’
attitude that Mr. Vachon mentioned, and | now find
myself becoming unnerved when other people worry
over trivial matters.

Sure, there are still moments when each of us
gets upset or depressed, but overall 've been proud
of him and myself at the strength we've had. I'm now
awaiting my test results and | have decided that, if | test
positive, | will reread the article and hope that it
invokes the same inspirational strength it did the first
time | read it.

Thanks for opening my eyes helping me accept
the gifts!

Ron Ladrice

AIDS CURE ACT
|3 yearsinto the plague, AIDS research has hit
a dead end. Despite billions of research dollars, none
of the current anti-viral options work. Not AZT, Not
combination therapies. Nothing There are still no
effective treatments for most of the opportunistic
infections that kill most people with AIDS, And after
13 years we have only the vaguest notion of how the

LETTERS

VISRaEA R T

disease works. Why?

* Innovative approaches are discouraged by
the research establishment, which grants funding to
scientists who pursue mainstream theories.

* Proft—not science—dictates the research
agenda, due to the excessive influence of the phar-
maceutical industry.

* Vital questions about the nature of the
disease itself remain unanswered, as research focuses
on the frantic search for marketable drugs.

* Researchers are isolated by competitiveness
and secrecy. In a system that blocks the free-flow of
information and slows progress by years,

With these and other problems it is increas-
ingly unlikely that a cure for AIDS will come from the
National Institutes of Health,

President Clinton promised a “Manhattan
Project for AIDS" in his campaign platform. We are
now almost two years in to his term of office and
Clinton has failed to deliver. He may "feel our pain"
but he's not doing anything to end the AIDS crisis.

The AIDS Cure Act. introduced in Congress as
HR 4370, will create an all-out effort to find a cure,
a Project that will: ¥

* Bring together the best minds from a wide
range of disciplines in and environment that encour-
ages innovative thinking,

* Pursue basic research and study both tradi-
tional and altemative treatments to find a cure,
defined as “"Any and all approaches that ensure a
well-functioning immune system and normal life
span.”

* Study people with AIDS, not just a virus in a
test tube.

* Require Project researchers to drop all con-
flicts of interest with drug companies.

* Have the power of “eminent domain” to
ensure that no therapy is shelved due to corporate
interests.

Write and call your Congressional representa-
tives and urge them to support the AIDS Cure Act
(HR 4370).

Join Gay and Lesbian Americans, ACT UP/Gulf
Coast and other AIDS activists in fighting for this
important piece of legislation. For more information
call 866-4007.

Michael Crawford
Gay and Lesbian Americans
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Rev. John Gill-Pastor

1919 Decatur Houston, TX 77007
(Washington @ White. . .between Studemont & Houston Ave.)

Rev, Carolyn Mobley-Assistant Pastor

SUNDAY WORSHIP...
8:30 AM, Holy Eucharist Worship
10:45 AM, Traditional Worship(Service Signed)
6:00 PM, PRAISE- Evangelical Worship

"ABUNDANT LIFE" BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays, 7:00 PM
"EMPOWERMENT" HIV SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesdays, 6:30 PM

713-861-9149

SOUTHAMPTON

MEDICALVYGROUP

K. WayNE Bockmon, M.D.
RobERICK FRAZIER, M.D.
PATRICK MCNAMARA, M.D.
SHANNON SCHRADER, M.D.

Announce
The opening of its state-of-the-art facility
providing comprehensive medical care
to the community.

520-5537

4101 Greenbriar ® Suite 200 ® Houston, TX 77098
Southwest Freeway and Greenbriar

YPROPERTIESY

A

'P'rloudly

MAC

LiB GLPC
TLC PFLAG
KPFT HATCH
MCCR Diana’s
THRCA Song Fest
Pet Patrol Theatre LAB
Garden Party Gay&Lesbian
Women’s Group SwitchBoard
AIDS Foundation Sister ActNetwork

Gay Mens' Chorus
Gay Pride Committee

Houston Black Tie
Miss Camp America

529-8484

315 W. Alabama * Suite 101 * Houston * 77006

Fu”"}q——
Jt's even hotter
fl\.‘u\ summe n!
And it's arviving

(Iuily at

Basic Brotheps. . .
wit

oA
el

AT TTERS
Men's Clothing

1232 Westheimer
Open 10-9 Mon-Sat,
12-6 Sun

(713) 522-1626
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If you are part of a group or have a function that
you would like listed in our calendar, please send
announcement by the Ist of the month to:
CALENDAR EDITOR, OutSmart Magazine, 3406
Audubon, Houston, TX 77006. Inclusion in the
calendar is based upon general interest to our
readers, space availability and the whims of the
editorial staff.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
AND MEETINGS

AUGUST

16 EROTIC CHOICES IN SAFER
SEX WORKSHOP explores the options of
safer sex and sensuality through discussion and
games, 7-9 pm, AIDS Foundation Houston, 3203
Weslayan, 623-6796.

PRIDE COMMITTEE OF HOUSTON, gen-
eral meeting, 7 pm, Metropolitan Multi-Service
Center, 1475 West Gray, 529-6979.

17 MEN’'S NETWORK for gay and
bisexual men, 7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling
Center, 701 Richmond, 529-0037.

18 HOUSTON GAY & LESBIAN
PARENTS Support Group, Montrose Library,
7-9 pm, 980-7955.

MONTROSE ICE PICKS for lesbian/gay ice
skaters, 8-10 pm, Sharpstown Ice Center, 7300
Bellerive Road, admission is $4.75 plus $2 for
skates, wear yellow clothing or your favorite gay/
lesbian T-shirt.

20 HEALING CLINIC for PWAs,
people diagnosed as HIV positive, their families
and their partners, offered by the Sat Nam
Rasayan Healers, 10 am-12 noon, 1123 Jackson
Boulevard, 668-2977.

HOUSTON CHAIN GANG CYCLING
CLUB, University Tour, 8 am, grab your bicycle
and pedal through the city's universities, meet in
front of Heaven, Pacific at Grant, 802-2602.

21 HOUSTON CHAIN GANG CY-
CLING CLUB, Fruit Loop Ride, 7 am, grab
your bicycle and pedal around the Fruit Loop,
meet at Memorial Park, 863-1860.

22 THE AGORA monthly meeting, 7:30
pm, AIDS Foundation Houston, 3202 Weslayan,
729-4267.

LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS of Houston
general meeting, call 681-2607 for meeting time
and place.

v A N D A B (@) U T

CALENDAR

Camping Tt Up For 26 Yeans
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Miss Camp America's “Top Nine" stars of this year's pageant

its 26th annual pageant with the theme "One For The Road.” The grant recipients of this
year's pageant proceeds are The Colt 45 Troublefund, Houston Names Project, PWA
Coalition of Houston, The Assistance Fund and The Pet Patrol.

The yearly spoof of the Miss America Pageant showcases the pageant’s “Top Nine” in talent
presentations and modeling swimwear and evening gowns. In between the competion for the crown,
cast members perform in production numbers that usually feature more sequins, feathers,
rhinestones and glitter than most Las Vegas shows.

Despite the glitz of the present pageants, Miss Camp America had humble beginnings. In 1969
at a Houston apartment, eleven people gathered to watch the Miss America Pageant on television.
Ten of those attending took turns drawing one of the state names representing the top ten finalists
in the pageant that year. Before the evening was over, one of them became “Miss Camp America”
by virtue of that state winning the title. In the following years, this simple beginning led to the extended
guest list of 50 state representatives and more.

Over the years, this purely social group has been transformed into a non-profit, tax-exempt
organization and a major fund-raising force in the Houston AIDS community, raising over $35,000
last year alone, In addition to having five different yearly AIDS charities to receive the proceeds of
the organization's pageant, the members participate in the Care Bear Project, which includes visits
to people with AIDS in local hospitals.

Tickets for this year's pageantare available by calling 227-ARTS or at Foley's Sears, Fiesta, jones
Hall, Sound Warehouse or The Wortham Center.Tickets are $25, $40 and $50.

O. n Saturday September |7 at Music Hall, the Miss Camp America Foundation will present

23 AIDS EQUITY LEAGUE, 12
noon, Charlie’s Restaurant, |1 100 Westheimer,
871-0092.

EROTIC CHOICES IN SAFER SEX
WORKSHOP explores the options of safer
sexand sensuality through discussion and games,
7-9 pm, AIDS Foundation Houston, 3203
Weslayan, 623-6796.

24 NUTRITION WORKSHOP for
people with HIV disease, 6-8 pm, Medical Cen-
ter Clinic, 1115 S. Braeswood, Suite 210. Spon-
sored by the Early Intervention Program, 796-
81223.

WOMEN'S NETWORK for lesbian and bi-
sexual women, 7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling
Center, 701 Richmond, 529-0037.

25 FREE PRESENTATIONS ON
HIV/AIDS for anyone who wants factually
based information on HIV infection, transmis-
sion and prevention (30 minute video will be
included), 6:30-7:30 pm, Greater Houston Area
Red Cross, 2700 Southwest Freeway at Kirby,
526-8300.

NANCY FORD, musical comedy at Ms. B's (at
the Ranch), 9200 Buffalo Speedway. Also Open
Mic—sing a song, recite poetry, tell a joke, spill
a secret. 8:30-midnight. 666-3464.

SAFERSEXFORLESBIANS, seminarspon-
sored by AIDS Foundation Houston and pre-
sented by Nancy Ford, 9:30 pm, Plaza 9200,
9200 Buffalo Speedway, 666-3464.

26 A VISION OF WHOLENESS:
OVERCOMING SEXISM, a live panel pre-
sentation via national satellite TV from the
General Convention of the Episcopal Church, 4-
7 pm, Christ Church Cathedral, The Great Hall,
1117 Texas Avenue at San Jacinto.

28 DOG DIP AND FOOD DRIVE
sponsored by The Pet Patrol, 10 am-I pm,
parking lot of Basic Brothers, 1232 Westheimer.

SOMETIMES | FEEL LIKE A NUT, a ben-
efit for the Montrose Counseling Center pre-
sented by the Royal, Sovereign and Imperial
Court of the Single Star of Houston, 7:30-9:30
pm, Brazos River Bottom, 2400 Brazos.

HOUSTON CHAIN GANG CYCLING
CLUB, Cherryhurst Park, 5:30 pm, grab your
bicycle and pedal through the Cherryhurst Park
neighborhood, please RSVP for this ride with
Peter at 524-5499.

29 TRAVEL IN PRIDE kick-off party,
611 Club, 611 Hyde Park, 6 pm. Includes door
prizes and a raffle plus free hors d'oeuvres.

LAMBDA ROLLERSKATING, 8-10 pm,
Dairy Ashford Roller Rink, 1820 . Dairy Ashford
at |-10. Admission is $5. 933-5818.

31 HOUSTON CHAINGANGCY-
CLING CLUB, Heights Tour, 6:15 pm, grab

your bicycle and pedal through the historic
Heights, meet at 1860 White Oak Drive, 863-
1860.

31-5 DEAF GLOW CONFERENCE
sponsored by the Astro Rainbow Alliance of the
Deaf, workshops, receptions and social activi-
ties, Wyndham Warwick Hotel. Call Brian at
802-1544 TTY via Relay Texas (800) 735-2988.

SEPTEMBER

| MARK ALLEN BRANSON'’S
“THE TRUNK,” a one-man show portraying
various deaf characters through dramatic, semi-
comedic and comedic sketches illustrating the
joys, hardships and observations of life as a deaf
person, 7:30 pm, Heinen Theatre, Houston
Community College, 1400 Holman. Tickets are
$10inadvanceand $15 at the door. Call Scot at
528-3678 days/621-1 103 evenings through Texas
Relay 1-800-735-2988. (Performed in American
Sign Language and voice-interpreted for the
hearing audience).

5 LAMBDA ROLLERSKATING,
8-10 pm, Dairy Ashford Roller Rink, 1820 S.
Dairy Ashford at |-10. Admission is $5. 933-
5818.

6 PRIDE COMMITTEE OF
HOUSTON, executive committee meeting, 7
pm, Metropolitan Multi-Service Center, 1475
West Gray, 529-6979.

7 MEN’S NETWORK for gay and
bisexual men, 7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling
Center, 701 Richmond, 529-0037.

HOUSTON GAY & LESBIAN POLITI-
CAL CAUCUS, general meeting, 7:30 pm, call
521-1000 for location and information.

8 GAY MEN'’S CHORUS, rehears-
als for the 1994-95 season begin, 7-10 pm,
Grace Lutheran Church, 2515 Waugh. Singing
membership is open to men who can carry a
tune. YWeekly rehearsals are held every Thurs-
day from 7-9 pm. Call 521-SING (7464) for
more information.

NANCY FORD, musical comedy at Ms. B's (at
the Ranch), 9200 Buffalo Speedway. Also Open
Mic—sing a song, recite poetry, tell a joke, spill
a secret. 8:30-midnight. 666-3464.

9 ASTRORAINBOWALLIANCE
FOR THE DEAF, general meeting, 7:30 pm,
call 1-800-735-2988 for location and informa-
tion.

10 MARILYN MAYE, live in concert,
benefitting AIDS Coalition of Coastal Texas,
Galveston 1894 Opera House, tickets are $25
and $35. Call (713) 480-1894, 1-800-821-1894.

I P-FLAG general meeting, 2 pm, St.
Francis Episcopal Church, 345 Piney Point Road.
P-FLAG Houston Helpline: 867-9020.

FEATURING FLAYORED ICED COFFEES,
CAPPUCCINOS, VIETNAMESE/THAI
COFFEES, SANDWICHES AND DELICIOUS
DESSERTS INA FRIENDLY,
INVITING ATMOSPHERE

MON-THURS 6AM - 11PM + FRIGA.M.-1AM
SATTAM.-TAM.*SUN 8AM.- 10P.M.

I
|

Relieve Stress and Sore Muscles

Improve Athletic Ability

Enhance Physical and Emotional Well-Being

~ INTRODUCTORY |
1/2 HOUR SESSION ...$50 |

Session includes |
complimentary Aromatherapy A

NORMAN SANFORD

MASSAGE THERAPIST

State Registered and Nationally Certified

2503-B Shepherd « Houston, TX 77019

713/935-2122
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13 AIDS EQUITY LEAGUE, |2
noon, Charlie's Restaurant, | 100 Westheimer,
871-0092.

14 WOMEN’S NETWORK for les-
bian and bisexual women, 7-9 pm, Montrose
Counseling Center, 701 Richmond, 529-0037.

15 MONTROSE ICE PICKS for les-
blan/gay ice skaters, 810 pm, Sharpstown Ice
Center, 7300 Bellerive Road, admission is $4.75
plus $2 for skates, wear white clothing or your
favorite gay/lesbian T-shirt.

SNEAK PEEK

SEPTEMBER 17
MISS CAMP AMERICA PAGEANT,
"One for the Road," Music Hall, for
tickets call 227-ARTS or obtain them at
Foley's, Sears, Fiesta, Jones Hall, Sound
Warehouse or The Worham Center.

NOVEMBER S
HOUSTON BLACK TIE DINNER,
benefitting the Human Rights Campaign
Fund and various local charities, 7:30 pm,
Westin Galleria Hotel. Tickets now on
sale—523-961 1,

ONGOING

ACT-UP GULF COAST, 2ndand 4th Thurs-
days, 7:00 pm, 3400 Montrose, Suite 520, 523-
9199.

AIDS ALLIANCE OF THE BAY AREA,
support group for those infected and affected,
Tuesdays, 7-8:30 pm, 17511 El Camino Real,
#106, 488-4492.

AIDS FOUNDATION HOUSTON, free

creative writing workshop for anyone affected
by AIDS with freelance writer GreggRodriguez.
Mondays, 3-6 pm. Call 623-6796 or 868-0008
for more information,

BINET (Bisexual Network of Houston),
Wednesdays, 7 pm, MCCR Church, 1919
Decatur, 861-9149,

CARING STEPS is offered to parents, family,
friends, and loved ones of someone who is HIV
positive. Call 520-2085 for scheduling.

CROSSROADS s a support group for gays
and lesbians who are currently in full-time
church work, have been in the past or are
pursuing their calling. It is not exclusively for
pastors, but Is open to chaplains, administra-
tors, musicians or music, youth and educational
directors. Meets one Saturday per month for
brunch in someone’s home. Call 802-1056 for
meeting date, time and place,

DAS KAFFEEHAUS is a new entertainment
spot for young people to meet for fun, conver-
sation, dancing and artistic expression such as
musical performances, dance programs, com-
edy monologues, poetry readings, etc. Satur-
days 7 pm-| am, basement of Bering Memorial
United Methodist Church, $1 cover charge
includes coffee and tea,

DELTA LAMBDA PHI: a progressive social
fraternity at the University of Houston. Founded
by gay men forall men. For more information on
how to become a member call 529-32] |.

DIGNITY HOUSTON is dedicated to the
welfare of gay and lesbian Catholics and their
friends. They meet every Saturday at 7:30 pm,
1307 Yale, Suite H, (713) 880-2872.

THE DIZINGER FOUNDATION offers
free classes in art and photography to HIV+
individuals. The Foundation also gives grants to
people for their completed works. Please feel
free to visit the foundation office at 3701 Mon-
trose to view the many works on display. 522-

8660.

EMPOWERMENT FOR LIVING, a weekly
support program and pot luck supper, Tues-
days, 6 pm, MCCR, 1919 Decatur. For more
information call 861-9149.

EN*LIGHT*EN UP, a gay men's spirituality
group, Thursdays, 7:30 pm, The Center for
Light, 3408 West Lamar. Call Michael Coll at
520-6996 for more information.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS SUPPORT
GROUP for partners, family, friends and
caregivers of persons with HIV disease, facili-
tated by Jim Anderson, LMSW and Harry Livesay,
MSW(c), New Counseling Center, 3415
Graustark, 529-1913.

FRONTRUNNERS encourages beginning,
recreational and competitive running. Weekly
runs are Sundays at 9 am and Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 6:30 pm at The Tennis Center in
Memorial Park. 522-8021.

GAY VETERANS OF HOUSTON is com-
mitted to ending discrimination against gays,
lesbians and bisexuals in the military services.
Meets the second Tuesday of the month, 6 pm,
Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Room 4A-322,
2002 Holcombe Blvd. For more information
contact P.O. Box 66135, Houston, TX 77266-
6135 or call 869-0982, 857-0674 or 6£49-8808.

THE HOMELESS PET PLACEMENT
LEAGUE is a nonprofit animal welfare organi-
zation that rescues and rehabilitates stray and
abandoned cats and dogs. To inquire about
volunteering, foster care, or adopting call 862-
PETS.

HOUSTON AREA TEEN COALITION
OF HOMOSEXUALS (HATCH) s open to
gays and lesbians age 15- 21, meets Fridays at
7:15 pm and Sundays at 6:30 pm, call 942-9810
for location and information.

KOLBE PROJECT: HIV/AIDS Positive sup-

Lee Hudman
Heights and Museum
Area Specialist

529-6660

& ASSOCIATES, INC.

Signs of the Times
3 1939 West Gray
o the River Oaks Center
Hhiestom, Tocas 27019
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Understanding and Improving
Gay and Lesbian

love
Relationships

a seminar by
Tony Carroll msw-acp
Certified IMAGO Relationship Therapist
Women: September 24  Men: October 8
9.am -4 pm

522-3045

Steve D. Martinez, M.D.

Internal Medicine
Infectious Diseases

3400 Montrose Blvd.
Suite 200
Houston, Texas 77006

Phone:

(713) 521-9444

Office Hours by Appointment Only

port group-Tuesdays, 10 am; Lesbian & Gay
Issues support group-Wednesdays, 6:15 pm; HIV
Negative support group-Thursdays, 8 pm; Fe-
maleimpersonators/transsexuals-Mondays, 7 pm.
For more information contact 522-8182.

THE MOVIE CLUB: meets every Saturday
night to view a recently released film and dine at
a nearby restaurant prior to the movie, Call 952-
4048 for more information and meeting time and

place.

NEXT STEP: a free confidential program of
information and medical testing for persons who
are HIV positive. Call 520-2000 for schedule and

to register.

PROTECT (People Respecting Ourselves
Through Establishing Community & Trust) is an
HIV-negative support group providing a safe
place to share experiences, strengths and hopes
inan effort to remain HIV negative. Tuesdays, 7-
8:30 pm, Bering Church Office, | 440 Harold. For
more information, call Marty Yaklin, 520-7870,
or David White, 752-2604.

Q-PATROL is an organization dedicated to the
prevention of hate crimes against lesbians and
gay men. We patrol the bar areas in Montrose
and are always on the lookout for volunteers. If
you haveatleast one Friday or Saturday night per
month you can donate to the protection of gay
men and lesbians, please call 871-8519.

RADIO AND TELEVISION

AFTER HOURS: (Radio) Saturdays, Midnight
to 3am. Featuring the QMZ (Queer Music Zone)
with Jimmy Caper. KPFT 90.1 FM.

LESBIAN & GAY VOICES: (Radio) Fridays,
6-8 pm. Features news, music, interviews, re-
views and commentary. KPFT 90.1 FM.

GAY 90s: (TV) presented by Monticello Enter-
tainment. This NEW cable show has a
newsmagazine format offering a variety of topics
from local news to restaurant reviews to some
humorous looks at ourselves. Showtimes are

listed in local television guides under Public
Access Cable (PAC) channels. For more infor-
mation call Alan Bourgeois at 949-31 19.

OUT!IN HOUSTON: (TV) presented by The
Agora on Public Access Cable. Showtimes are
listed in local television guides under Public
Access Cable (PAC) channels. For more infor-
mation call The Agora at 949-3119.

AIDS TALK HOUSTON: (TV) Public Access
Cable. Showtimes are listed in local television
guides under Public Access Cable (PAC) chan-
nels.

LIFE. . . TODAY: (TV) Public Access Cable.
Showtimes are listed in local television guides
under Public Access Cable (PAC) channels.

MONTROSE CLINIC: (TV) Public Access
Cable. Showtimes are listed in local television
guides under Public Access Cable (PAC) chan-

nels.

FEM TV: Public Access Cable. Showtimes are
listed in local television guides under Public
Access Cable (PAC) channels.

THEATER

ACTORS THEATRE OF HOUSTON 2506
South Blvd. 529-6606. Through August |3:The
Wizard of Oz. Aug. 18-Sep. 4: Duet For One.

ACTORS WORKSHOP 1009 Chartres. 236-
1844. Through August 7: Breaking Legs.

A.D. PLAYERS, Grace Theater, 2710 West
Alabama, 526-2721. Through Aug. 21: Smoke On
The Mountain.

ALLEY THEATRE 615 Texas Ave. 228-8421.
Aug. 5-14. The Foreigner.

COUNTRY PLAYHOUSE THEATRE
Town and Country Village, 12802 Queensbury.
467-4497. Through August 6: Jesus Christ Super-
star.

CURTAINS 3722 Washington Ave. 862-4548,
Through August 5: Fantasies, Fallacies, and Fish,
Fridays only, 8 pm.

ENSEMBLE THEATRE, 3535 Main, 520-0055.
Through Aug. 21: One Mo’ Time.

EXPRESS THEATRE Children's Museum of
Houston, 1500 Binz. 759-1314. August 6-7:
Children’s Theatre Festival On the Hill, Miller Out-
door Theatre.

HOUSTON SKYLINE THEATRE 1617
Fannin. 759-0701. Through August 6: Comedy of
Errors. A “young and restless” multi-media ver-
sion presented by The Gypsy Theatre Company.

INSIDE/OUT PRODUCTIONS, Kuumba
House, 3412 LaBranch at Holman. 864-5986.
Through Aug. 13: Oh, Helll (Two one-act com-
edies), Bobby Gould In Hell and The Devil and Billy
Markham.

MAIN STREET THEATRE 2540 Times Bivd.
524-6706. Aug. 4- Sep. 4: Red Scare On Main
Street.

THEATRE LaB Houston, 1706 Alamo. 868-
7516. Aug. 16- Sep. 15: Something You Need To
Know Before The End of The World.

THEATRESOUTHWEST 3750 Gessner Dr.
661-9505. Through August |3: Woman In Mind.

THEATRE SUBURBIA 1410 W. 43rd. 668-
3525. Through August 27: Caught In The Villain’s
Web.

THEATRE UNDER THE STARS Miller
Qutdoor Theatre, Hermann Park. 622-TUTS.
Jennifer Holliday in Dreamgirls.

(@

JuLia A. Siska

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Tax Preparation « Business Consutting
¢ Investment Planning

confact Julie Siska

713.460-1885

Securities offered through

Nee——

H.D. VEST INVESTMENT SECURITIES, INC.
433 E. Las Colinas Blvd., Ste. 300, Irving, TX 75039
(214) 556-1651 Member SIPC J

. )

802-9373

Hurry! Special ends 8/31/94*

HEIGHTS

TANNING CENTER
918 North Durham, Suite A
Houston, TX 77008

Grand Opening Special

500

One Month Unlimited Tanning

Gay Owned and
Operated!
Featuring all new
WOLFF Systems
Equipment !
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THE GAY RIGHT (PART 1 OF 3):
FEAR, LOATHING, AND THE POWER OF DIVERSITY

and the resulting tumult of discomfort re

verberates in gay life across the country. It
seems almost as if some cancer, this “new” gay
right, has metastasized and must be cut out lest it
harm the gay body politic. The reaction of many
gay leaders to the emergence of gay moderates
and conservatives from the closet has been a
mixture of misunderstanding (“They’re intoler-
ant”), condescension (“They don't understand
social change”), anger (“They’re traitors”),
bemusement (“They're oxymorons”), and pity or
contempt (“They’re self-hating”). To them, the gay
right is an ugly excrescence on the traditional gay
civil rights movement. Please, they are saying, just
g0 away. Gay moderates and (especially) conser-
vatives have long lived in a double closet. Our gay
friends shunned conservatives; our conservative
friends shunned gays. We were anathema to both
sides because we upset settled expectations about
what it means to be gay. We found the pro-gay left
and the anti-gay right in a curious alliance to shut
us up.

Like a colossus, left-wing activism has occu-
pied the field of gay politics since Stonewall. The
lefthas dominated the columns of gay newspapers
and magazines, controlled the content of gay
radioshows and public-access television programs,
monopolized the leadership of our political orga-
nizations, and in general represented us to the rest
of the world. To be gay was to be left-wing. Of
course, this stereotype of gay politics has always
been alie, like the lie that we are all pedophiles or
that we are all lonely or that we all have great taste
in interior design. It's easy to see why America
believed the lie. For far too long, the only people
who were willing to advocate gay civil rights were
self-styled progressives.

The rest of us preferred to hide, afraid of
what coming out would cost us. That's how one
segment of our community, the left, came to
represent the whole.

But there have always been moderates and
conservatives in our midst. The difference now is
that we are coming out of the closet in large
numbers, thanks in part to the advances in legal
equality won almost entirely by the gay left over
the past quarter-century. Inasense, the gay left has
helped to create a beast it can no longer control,
a burgeoning movement of disparate elements
and ideas. The “out” gay population today is more
diverse, ideologically and otherwise, than ever
before, It better reflects all of gay America. That
trend will accelerate.

With that trend, the demise of the gay left's
exclusive franchise over our public image is inevi-

T he gay left has just discovered the gay right,

BY DALE CARPENTER

table. We will truly deserve the rainbow flag, not
amonochrome pennant, asasymbol. None of this
means that the left will cease tobe our loudest and
most influential political voice. But our “voice”
will now be more a chorus than a solo. The
political left, which has been preaching the value
of diversity for some time, should welcome this
development. The ideological diversity that will
result from the rise of gay conservatism is good for
the whole movement. It is good “externally” be-
cause iterodes the uninformedstraight American’s
facile notion that gays are one-dimensional. Too,
gay conservatives subvert prejudice in the very
place it is breeding most hotly today: on the
political right, and especially in the Republican
Party, No matter how committed to the cause, the
gay left just can't do that.

Our greater diversity is also beneficial “inter-
nally” because gay political dialogue will at last
ring with a real clash of ideas and priorities. One
test of the value of an idea is its power to get itself
accepted in the marketplace of ideas. The emer-
gence of gay moderates and conservatives makes
our “market” a more competitive one, Our deci-
sions will be better because they will be more fully
informed. Further, we will finally be able to tap a
huge reservoir of energy, ideas and talent among
gay conservatives and moderates. The movement
will need those assets if it is truly to reach every
corner of the nation. The old “progressive coali-
tion,” by itself, will not get us to the next plateau,

Of course, not everybody is welcome in the
gay civil rights movement, just because their pres-
ence makes us more diverse. Jerry Falwell and
Patrick Buchanan (and Louis Farrakhan, for that
matter) can take their marbles and go home, The

price of admission to the gay civil rights move-
mentshould be that you are passionately commit-
ted to legal and social equality for gays. But the
price should not be that you oppose the death
penalty, or that you support higher taxes to pay
for more social programs, or that you would love
tosce the Sandinistas run Nicaragua again, or that
you subscribe to any other leftist cause that one of
our political leaders appends to a brochure. The
corollary is that supporting an equal role for gays
in our society does not, in itself, place one any-
where along the political spectrum.

Most ofall, gaymoderates and conservatives
can no longer be dismissed as “oxymorons,” or
that old favorite, “self-hating.” We are too numer-
ous, too self-confident, too committed to gay
legal and social equality, to be sent away sum-
marily with a waive of the hand. I suppose there
are some sclf-hating gay conservatives, just as
there are some self-hating gay liberals. But be-
ware talk like that: it smacks of “false conscious-
ness,” the old Marxist concept, and can be just as
poisonous. It is arrogance defined to equate an
ideayou think flawed with some deep-seated flaw
(like “self-hatred”) in the person arguing for that
idea. Gay conservatives and moderates have not
fought out of one closet only to be shoved into
another by a new breed of intolerance masquer-
ading asa defense of the traditional gay civil rights
movement.

The gay left must come to a painful realiza-
tion: Liberalism is not another, as yet latent,
component of the gay chromosome. You may be
born with a sexual orientation; but the lessons of
life and friends and education give you this or that
political orientation. Like straight Americans, we
cach learn those lessons differently, depending
on the significance we extract from our experi-
ences and the importance we place on the many
contending and complex values that comprise a
person’s view of the world. That we should all
arrive at the same place is not likely or even
desirable; thatwe should respect each otheras we
work together for real freedom is essential. Justas
we moderate and conservative gays demand civil-
ity and respect from our compatriots, we must be
mindful of our own responsibilitics in this move-
ment for equality. It is to that topic that this page
will turn next month.

Dale Carpenter is a lawyer in Houston and serves on the
Board of Directors of the Houston Gay & Lesbian Political
Caucus. The opinions expressed in this column are not
necessarily endorsed by the HGLPC or any of its members.

Myers’ Housecleaning Service

““We Do Windows.”

% Prompt

* Efficient

* Discreet

% Houses

* (Condos

% Apartments
* Excellent

% (orporate and
% Residential
% References

Call for your FREE Estimate

784-5739

'FELLOWSHIP

Metropolitan
Community Church

N NOTHING ELSE HERE, YOU'LL LEARN THAT

3131 WEST LOOPSOUTH « HOLIDAY INN POST OAK ROOM
SUNDAY 10 AM BIBLE STUDY/11 A.M. WORSHIP
Church Office: 811 Westheimer Suite 110A
PHONE: 528-6756 REV. JANET PARKER/PASTOR
WEEKLY HOME GROUPS ON TUES. WED & FRI
CALL FOR INFORMATION

THE Bopy Is YOURS,

YOU'VE JUST GOTTA WANT

Bring out the hot new you.

Hard and Lean in just 12 weeks.

For Real! Personal Fitness

training by Certified Trainer

John Aaron along with personalized
nutritional guidelines will help you
strip away fat & toxins, ’ :
and relieve stress while

gaining strength and energy.

You can even get big while

you gel ripped. Programs come in

a variety of affordable packages so call
now for a free consultation.

After all, it is your body - Do it Right.

MUSCLE
MECHANICS
(713) 523-5330

Deaf GLOW ‘94 Conference is coming
to Houston on August 31 - September §

Look for daily calendar for more information!!

Astro Rainbow Alliance of the Deaf is prowdly
welcome you to our conference

Deaf GLOW (Gays/Lesbian of West) Conference’s

individual ticket:

August 31 Reception at WW poolside
8:00pm-10:00pm $15.00 by August 26

September 1 The Trunk at Heinen Theatre
7:30pm $10.00/$15.00

September 1 Rainbow Open House at WW #927
9:30pm $5.00-donation

September 2 Educational Workshop at WW
1:00pm-5:00pm FREE

September 2 Womyn’s Nite at WW #927
7:00pm-11:00pm $10.00

September 3 Traditional Banquet at WW
6:30pm $35.00 by August 26

September 3 & 4 Moonlight at WW #927
9:00pm $10.00

* WW stands for Wyndham Warwick Hotel

For more information, call 802-1544 TTY via (800) 735-
2988 which is Relay Texas
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Olympic Volleyball
Moved From Cobb
County, Ga.

ATLANTA (GayNet) — Gay and civil rights
activists applauded the Atlanta Committee
for the Olympic Games (ACOQG) for Its deci-
sion to move the 1996 Olympic volleyball
competition from suburban Cobb County,
Ga., because of aresolution adopted by county
commissioners there last year condemning
the "gay lifestyle.” Following months of closed-
door negotiations between Olympic Games
officials and Cobb County commissioners,
along with intense pressure by gay and civil
rights groups to move the games ifthe county
did not rescind its 1993 anti-gay resolution,
ACOGannounced Friday, July 29 thatit would
relocate the volleyball competition to a sta-
dium at the University of Georgia in Athens,
about 60 miles east of Atlanta. “We're de-
lighted and saddened,” said Carl Lange, ex-
ecutive director of the Gay and Lesbian Alli-
ance Against Defamation in Atlanta. “We're
thrilled that ACOG has done what is right yet
saddened that this situation was not resolved
by rescinding the resolution. We have dem-
onstrated that individuals who attack the
equal rights of gays and lesbians will not go
unchallenged.”

Cadbury & Schweppes

Boycott Grows

SYDNEY (GayNet) — In July, the UN Human
Rights Commission's 90-day deadline passed
without a response to the commission's find-
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Ing that sodomy laws In the Australian state of
Tasmania violate international human rights
conventions. Australian and Tasmanian gay
rights activists have organized a boycott of
Tasmanian products, most of which—like
wines, cheese and seafood -are consumed
locally. But two products the activists are
particularly targeting have intemational dis-
tribution: Cadbury chocolates and candies
and the Schweppes bottling company, mak-
ers of a number of tonic waters and soft
drinks.

Anti-Bias Bill Hearings
Begin in Senate

WASHINGTON (GayNet) —The Senate Labor
&. Human Resources Committee began hear-
Ings on the proposed Employment Non-Dis-
crimination Act that would prohibit bias in the
workplace because of sexual orientation - the
first time the upper house of Congress has
consldered such a job discrimination mea-
sure. The bill was introduced in June by Sen.
Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.), whois also chair-
man of the Senate committee. If enacted, the
legislation would add sexual orientation to
the classes protected under federal law from
employment bias, along with race, sex, reli-
gion, age, national origin and disability.

Taking AIDS to
Center Field

SAN FRANCISCO (GayNet) — The San Fran-
cisco Glants shot down the Colorado Rockles
9-4in their match-up Sunday, July 31, but the

real winner at Candlestick Park here was the
fight against the AIDS epidemic when the
Giants became the first professional sports
team to mount a benefit game to battle the
epldemic. Some 50,007 fans tumed out to
watch the game and to witness history as pro
sports moved from officlal silence about the
disease that has killed more than 220,000
people during the past 13 years into center
field. In the process, the benefit game may
have raised $100,000 or more In what has
become known as the “Until There's a Cure
Day.” During a moving ceremony, 700 AIDS
volunteers decked in red t-shirts and baseball
caps moved to center field to form a glant red
ribbon, the symbol of the fight against AIDS.
From a podium, Giant's pitcher Rod Beck,
shortstop Royce Clayton, actor Danny Glover,
and singer Bobby McFerrin read out the names
of scores of people who have died of AIDS,
while volunteers gracefully unfolded sections
of the massive Names Quilt. The Giants are
donating $1 from each ticket sold for the
game to the Until There's a Cure Foundation.
The BASS ticket agency also donated 50
cents from all ticket sales for the game to the
foundation. With additional funds from sales
of AIDS memorial bracelets and other me-
mentos, the total proceeds from the benefit
were expected to surpass $100,000 for the
day. Half the money ralsed will go to vaccine
research, while the other half will be given to
local agencies.

Senate Cuts Federal
Funds to Schools
Teaching Acceptance

WASHINGTON (GayNet) — After an exhibi-
tion of what backers called “disgusting” mate-
rals, the U.S. Senate late on Aug. 1 over-
whelmingly approved by a 62-36 vote an
amendment to cut off all federal funds to
school districts in the country that teach ac-
ceptance of homosexuality “as a positive life
style alternative.” The move - an amendment
to the reauthorization of the Elementary and
Secondary School Act offered by Sen. Robert
Smith (R-N.H.) and Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.)
- isa much more strident version ofa compan-
lon amendment sponsored by Congressman
Mel Hancock (R-MO.) and approved by the
House of Representatives earlier this year. The
two-paragraph Smith-Helms amendment
would cut federal funds for school districts in
the U.S. with programs “that have either the
purpose or effect of encouraging or support-
Ing homosexuality as a positive life style alter-
native” or use materials for gay-affirming or-
ganizations. An attempt to weaken the im-
pact of the Smith-Helms amendment, offered
by Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-MA), was ap-
proved by a 99-0 vote, but the Kennedy
amendment would cut federal funds to school
districts that directly encouraged sexual activ-
ity of any kind—heterosexual or homosexual.
Local school districts in the U.S. get about 10
to 15 percent of their total budgets from
federal educational funds.

Texas Man With AIDS
Files Fair Housing
Complaint

HOUSTON (GayNet) — A 33-year-old Hous-
ton man with AIDS filed a federal fair housing
complaint against Community Management
Co. and its owner, G.W. Ralston, after he was
asked not to use the swimming pool at
Southwinds Apartments where he lived. “The
problem was that you had sores on your body
that were bothersome to people, that scared
them in their stupidity,” Ralston told David
Morales, who had been living in the complex
only a few weeks. In a secretly recorded
conversation, Ralston conceded that Morales'
use of a pool didn't post any actual health
risks, but recognized that financlal problems
could emerge If the complex lost tenants
because of complaints about the sores on
Morales' body. “This is purely a business
decision,” said Ralston, who sald that his
company frequently rents apartments to
people with AIDS.

Clinton Names Interim
AIDS Policy Coordinator

WASHINGTON (GayNet) — President Clinton
has named Patricla Fleming, an AIDS policy
specialist and assistant to Health and Human
Services Secretary Donna Shalala, to take the
post as the administration’s AIDS policy coor-
dinator temporarily. The appointment of

Fleming fills a troublesome post in the admin-
Istration that became vacant when Kristine
Gebbie, informally known as Clinton’s “AIDS
czar,” resigned after months of widespread
criticism for failing to make the epidemic a
high-priority Issue in the administration or the
country. Fleming said she would hold the post
for just two months while the White House
searches for a permanent replacement for
Gebbie. “I took the job because | really care
deeply about AIDS," she said at a news con-
ference. “If called upon, it's my responsibility
to do what | can to fight this epidemic.”

Some HIV-Infected
Hemophiliacs Free of
AIDS for 25 Years

LONDON (GayNet) — A significant minority
of HIV-infected hemophiliac men may survive
for as long as a quarter of a century before
developing AIDS, say British researchers. A
team of scientists at the Royal Free Hospital
and School of Medicine In London based its
conclusion on an ongoing study of 111 pa-
tients who have been monitored since con-
tracting the virus, over a 6-year period start-
Ing In 1979. By 1993, all 111 of the men had
developed the disease. Based on the rate of
change in white blood cells, the researchers
devised a mathematical model predicting that
one quarter of the men would live 20 years,
and 18% would live 25 years, before develop-

continued on next page

CORDELL & HALEY, LLD.

Allorneys at Law

2014 Commonwcalth o Houston, TX 77006

Employment Law
Consumer Litigation

Real Lstate
Personal Injury
Christine 1. Cordell Sheila R. Haley
5222488
Not certfed by Texas Boord of Legol Specioization

Kreller & Associates, Inc.
Psychotherapists, Counseling
and Testing Specialists

* Individual Counseling

* Group Counseling

® Relationship Counseling
® Grief Counseling

® Career Counseling

19 Years Experience

Office Hours by Appointment
Including Sat & Sun
1801 Huldy Street, Suite 15
Houston, TX 77019
(713) 529-8017

HEALTHCARE, INC.

WV LIFELINE

Gay owned and operated

Servicing the Community with
over 10 years experience

Specializing in HIV Infusion Therapy

Personalized Home Healthcare
* Pharmacy
* Nursing
* Social Services

1210 Nokth Post Oak
Sure 150
Hoaston, Texas 77055

713-682-8150

Romantic

501 Lovett

Offer ends 9/1/94
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for Re. .

Jacuzzi Suite * Continental Breakfast
Pool * Hot Tub * Color TV * Phones
Walking Distance To Bars & Excellent Restaurants
Central Location & Close to the Galleria & Medical Center

The Lovett Inn

Houston, TX 77006
(713) 522-5224

[ 25% OFF ANY TWO NIGHT STAY !
| SUNDAY THROUGH THURSDAY |

RIVER OAKS ANTIQUES

CENTER

New Amivals!
Come view our

extraordinary
new collection of

PORCELAIN
ANTIQUE DOLLS

AMERICAN AND
EUROPEAN
ART GLASS

FLOW BLUE
CHINA

MEISSEN AND
DRESDEN CHINA

AND MORE

2119 WESTHEIMER NEAR SHEPHERD / 520-8238_
140 HEIGHTS BETWEEN WASHINGTON & I-10/ 869-5321
Open Wednesday-Sunday, 10 a.m. to 6 pm.
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Gaynet Briefs coninued from previous page

ing full-blown AIDS. It is unclear whether traits particular to hemo-
philiac men increased their chances for disease-free survival, or If the
findings of the British study apply to Infected women or intravenous
drug users as well.

N.C. School Board Defies Helms

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. (GayNet) — Only days after the U.S. Senate
approved an amendment offered by Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) prohib-
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¥ LIFESTYLE MAINTENANCE
Experienced & Reliable
Remodeling & Repairs
Residential & Commercial
* Painting * Cabinets
* Drywall * Fences
* Tile * Concrete Work
* Decks * Landscaping
All work—Satisfaction Guaranteed
10% Discount for Seniors & PWA's

iting school districts that offer gay-positive materials or counseling from
receiving federal education funds, a school board In his own back yard
deflantly adopted a policy doing exactly that. The Chapel Hill school
trustees unanimously gave the thumbs up to a policy that would create
“safe schools” where everyone is respected regardless of race, gender,
sexual orientation, political persuasion or religious affillation. Chapel
Hill trustee Mary Bushnell sald of the new policy, “This plan grew out
of a need to have students be more respectful and have a greater
understanding of each other regardless of their diversity. Here we have
to do what is right and hope the Congress of the United States will do
the same.”

HBO Begins Work on
Hollywood’s ‘Closet’

HOLLYWOOD (GayNet) — HBO has started work on The Cellulold
Closet, a feature-length television documentary of Vito Russo's book on
Hollywood's portrayal of gays and lesblans in motion pictures. The
documentary Is expected to premiere late next year and will be
produced and directed by Oscar-winning Rob Epstein and Jeffrey
Friedman (Common Threads: Stories from the Quilt). According to
HBO, the major Hollywood studios are all cooperating in the produc-
tion of the documentary by providing clips from the more than 100 films
represented in The Celluloid Closet. Proceeds from the non-profit
project will benefit the motion picture industry’s HIV/AIDS awareness
organization Hollywood Supports.

Far Right Launches Long Distance
Phone Service

PHILADELPHIA (GayNet) — Some 1,200 religious right groups have
Joined to promote LifeLine, the country's first long distance service
“built on biblical values and centered around the lord Jesus Christ.”
LifeLine will donate 10% of its billings to far-right groups battling
abortion rights, gay rights, and pornography. By the way, under strict
biblical principles, people who don’t pay their bills (including presum-
ably their phone bills) can be stoned to death.

Gt

ANTHONY’
GHE GRT OF qTALIAN CUISINE

CAFE ANTHONY'S

Pasla, Pizza, Seafood
Sangria Splash...It's Happy Hour
Saturday Night Live Music 9-12

4315 Montrose at Richmond
529-8000
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NOW
YOU HAVE A CHOICE...

YELLOW PAGES |

Find Out Why Businesses Are
Making The Switch Over?

Both Local AND STATEWIDE Coverage
Twice as many Direcrories than The
Houston Gay & Lesbian Yellow Pages!
Experienced IN-HOUSE Graphics Depr.
Friendly Professional Staff...

More Thawn 1-2 People 10 Help You!

365 Day a year CusTomMerR Servick...

Not Just Once A Year a1 Ad Renewal Time!
PICK UD THE PHONE...GIVE US A CALL
LOCAL 328-6489 NATIONWIDE 1(SO00) TX-UNITY

4 <444«

Featuring The World Renowned

Pickle Family Circus

Four Fun-filled Performances
Wortham Theater
September 26, 27, 28, 1994
Underwriters’ Gala September 25, 1994
at JAGS
Tickets available at Randall's Advantix Locations

Or by phone at 1(800)766-6048
For group sales and information, call 529-4788

All proceeds benefit

¢

7,

The Assistance
Fund

The Assistance fund is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization established in 1988 to pay medical insurance premiums
and emergency prescriptions for persons who are HIV positive until they qualify for Medicare.
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low price. So come on down and treat one an-
other to the deliciously golden tans you both
deserve. Just wait till you hear that tan. What's
a tan sound like? MMMMMMMMM!

LUROTAN

3701 Montrose, Houston 529-5100

RE
ONTOP!

+ We help our readers find
gay-owned & gay-friendly
businesses

» Over 75,000 books distributed

* Our consumer base is
constantly growing

» Our concept is unchallenged

* And we have experience and
results behind us!

These‘are just a few reasons why we're becoming your
#1 advertising vehicle to Houston's gay & lesbian community.

Call today to advertise in our fourth edition!

942.0084
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ASTRO RAINBOW ALLIANCE OF THE DEAF
SPONSORS CONFERENCE

Abiennial, week-long conference of deafand hearing-impaired gay menand
lesbians from the western United States will be held in Houston the first week of
September. Deaf GLOW (Gays and Lesbians of the West) 1994 is sponsored by the
Astro Rainbow Alliance of the Deafand will have the theme “Come Explore the City
of Hot Opportunities.”

Beginning August 31 and ending September 5, the conference will provide
a full schedule of educational workshops, meetings and social activities designed
to inform participants of available opportunities for personal and career growth.
Inaddition to the regular business of the conference, out-of-town guests will have
achance to experience what the Houston/Galveston area has to offer through trips
to Six Flags Astroworld, Space Center Houston and the beach at Galveston.

Included in the conference activities will be Womyn's Night (September 2
from 7 pm to midnight) and the conference banquet (September 3 from 6:30-9:30
pm). All conference activities will take place at the Wyndham Warwick Hotel, 5701
Main Street. For general information, contact Brian at (713) 802-1544 TTY via

Texas Relay (800) 735-2988.

LOCAL GROUP HOME FOR PEOPLE WITH
AIDS SEEKS RESIDENTS

Special Needs Alliance, a nonprofit organization established to provide
affordable housing to people with AIDS, plans to openits first group home located
in the Montrose area and is presently secking PWAs to be the first residents.

The facility will house approximately 5 residents, with individual bedrooms,
twoand one-halfbaths and common living, diningand kitchen areas. Three to four
more homes with similar semi-independent living arrangements in the same
neighborhood are scheduled to open by the end of this year. Eventually, Special
Needs Alliance plans to provide permanent, long-term housing to 40-50 clients
within 11 buildings in what they term as the Fairgrounds Project.

If you are interested or would like more information, please contact T. E.
Kolbolm, Executive Director, at 2308 Mason Street, Houston, Texas 77006, (713)
524-7824.

SUPPORT LOCAL AIDS ORGANIZATIONS
WHEN YOU TRAVEL IN PRIDE

Trayel in'Style, a full-service travel agency located in the Galleria area, now
makes it possible for a portion of your expenses used in making travel arrange-
ments to be donated to three local non-profit AIDS charities. “Travel in Pride,” as
the program is called, will benefit Body Positive/Houston, Bering Community
Service Foundation and Southeast Texas Legal Clinic.

The program is simple. When calling Travel in Style for your travel reserva-
tions, mention “Travelin Pride” and a full 30 percent of the sales commission from
the reservation will be divided among the three organizations.

Akick-off party for “Travel in Pride” will be held August 29, 6 pm, at the 611
Club, 611 Hyde Park. The party will include door prizes, such as T-shirts, hats and
CDs, as well as a raffle, free hors d'oeuvres and a cash bar.

LOCAL ACTIVIST WINS RECOGNITION AS

NATIONAL AIDS CAREGIVER

Tori Williams, Regional Director of Design Industry Foundation for AIDS
(DIFFA)-Houston, has been selected as a recipient of the inaugural National AIDS
Caregiver Recognition Award, administered by Mary Fisher's Family AIDS Net-
work, Inc. Williams was nominated for the honor by Houston Clinical Research
Network (HCRN), a Houston-based, nonprofit research organization,

Williams has been an AIDS specialist for the United Way of Texas Gulf Coast
since 1987 and was also volunteer coordinator and special projects administrator

for the Foundation for Interfaith Research and Ministry (FIRM). Furthermore,
Williams founded the Pet Patrol, 2 non-profit organization dedicated to caring for
the pets of persons with HIV/AIDS.

The National Outstanding Caregiver Awards are designed to offer gratitude
and respite to the recipients and to heighten awareness of the critical and often
heroic role played by caregivers in the HIVAAIDS epidemic. The Family AIDS
Network exists to fight HIV/AIDS by transforming concern and awareness into
effective action and compassionate commitment.

TWO LESBIAN AND GAY HEALTH
ORGANIZATIONS JOIN TO FORM NEW
ASSOCIATION

The National Lesbian and Gay Health Foundation and the National Alliance
of Lesbian and Gay Health Clinics have announced plans to merge and forma new
health-care association called the National Lesbian and Gay Health Association
(NLGHA).

Headquartered in Washington, D.C., NLGHA will provide health education
and policy leadership, with a particular focus on national health-care policy and
funding issues, resource development for lesbian and gay health, and technical
assistance to emerging lesbian and gay health centers.

NLGHA will also be dedicated to participating in the advancement of
national health-care reform on behalf of the lesbian and gay community, respond-
ing to the HIV/AIDS epidemic and increasing the availability of lesbian health
services.

DIZINGER FOUNDATION PROPOSES LOCAL AIDS

MEMORIAL

The Dizinger Foundation has recently proposed a Houston AIDS Memorial
for the over 6,000 people who have died from AIDS in the Houston area and the
many more who will continue to die in the future. The proposed memorial would
consist of natural, rough-hewn stones, each bearing the name of a person who has
died of AIDS set in a dignified, landscaped park conducive to meditation and
reflection.

The memorial would create a powerful emotional bond between the public
and those who have died of AIDS. The simple and self-evident nature of the
memorial (i.e., names carved on individual stones) would embody compassion,
solidarity and personal and collective remembrances.

For more information, or if you would like to commission a stone for a
friend, partner or family member, contact the Dizinger Foundation at 522-8660.

COMMUNITY FORUM TO BE HELD ON
HIV/AIDS HOUSING NEEDS

The River Oaks Health Association (ROHA), a nonprofit organization cur-
rently providing social, mental and physical health programs to HIV/AIDS pa-
tients, will host a community forum on HIV/AIDS housing needs and solutions.
The goals of ROHA include both an interim emergency shelter for displaced PWAs
and a long-term housing program with subsidized rents and utilities.

“With more than 30,000 known cases of HIV/AIDS in the Houston area, the
existing programs through AIDS Foundation Houston and The Community
Endowment Foundation are overwhelmed," says Matt Locklin, Executive Director
of the PWA housing program. “A disabled person living on Social Security income
receives around $440 to $790 a month in benefits—it is hardly enough to pay rent
and utilities at fair market rate and have enough for food, clothing and medicines
as well.”

The community forum will be held at 12 noon, Saturday, August 20, at 1414
W. Clay. Individuals willing to lease or donate real estate for the project, HIV/AIDS
community leaders with experience in housing advocacy, and HIV+ persons
likely to use these services are encouraged to attend. For more information, call
902-2231.
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oh, lala! The Board of Directors of The
OAssistance Fund, a nonprofit organiza

tion formed to pay insurance premi-
ums for AIDS patients until they qualify for
Medicare, has announced its annual grand
fundraising event. e Cirque Fantastique fea-
tures the world renowned Pickle Family Circus
in four performances at Wortham Center, Sep-
tember 26, 27 & 28, 1994,

The Pickle Family Circusis the first professional
troupe in the Western Hemisphere to introduce the
“new circus” renaissance. Rather than three rings of
extravaganza, the Pickles have concentrated on the
art of the circus. By integrating acrobatics, aerial
work, balancing, juggling and wire walking with
originally composed music, dance and themes or
stories, the Pickles push the circus into a more
theatrical format. Foundedin 1974, PFC is known for
its innovation, intimacy with the audience, “Olym-
pian” clowning, effervescent ensemble work and a
beloved four-piece jazz band.

High-profile Houstonians agreeing to serve as
Celebrity Ring Masters for the performances include
Nellie Connelly, Barney and Ellen Kogen, Fayez and
Louisa Sarofim and Martha Turner and KHMX-FM’s
Susan Lennon and Larry Moon.

The PFC performs September 26-28, Monday-
Wednesdayat 7:30 p.m., with amatinee performance
Tuesday morning at 10 a.m. Ticket pricesare $17.50/
$15 for adults and $12.50/$10 for children 12 and
under. Group sales are available for parties of 12 or
more. Tickets are available at Randall’s Advantix
locations or by calling 1-800-766-6048.

LE CIRQUE FANTASTIQUE
SPONSORS GALA

On Sunday, September 25, 6:30-8:30 p.m., 2
Sponsor’s Gala will take place at Honorary Chairman
Jackson Hicks' restaurant JAGS. Under the direction

The Assistance Fund
sponsors Fundraiser with
The Pickle Family Circus

of Event Directors Richard Flowers and Sandy
Cazemier, the evening will feature performances by
the Pickle Family Circus, live music for dancing,
several Celebrity Ringmasters, a live auction and
raffle, as well as food and drink provided by Jackson
& Company. Gala tickets are §75. For ticket informa-
tion call 529-4788.

THE ASSISTANCE FUND

The Assistance Fund is a nonprofit organiza-
tion which was established in 1988 to assist people
with AIDS (PWA) in continuing their hospital insur-
ance premiums and the cost of emergency prescrip-
tions until they qualify for coverage under Medicare.
However, as the AIDS epidemic continues to rise, the

financial demands on The Assistance Fund becomes
even greater. The Assistance Fund Board estimates
that there will be a 20 percent increase in demand
for services this year, with some insurance premi-
ums increasing as much as 200 percent.

The cost of caring for persons with AIDS cre-
ates an extreme financial burden for the patients,
their families and their employers. Often patients
lose their jobs and are left without any financial
means to maintain their medical needs,

One of the only organizations of its kind in the
United States, The Assistance Fund, to date, has
been strictly a volunteer organization, with more
than 97 percent of all funds going to the direct
benefit of clients in Houston. 'W
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BOOK REVIEWS
BY ERIC L. ROLAND

Two Teenagers

in Twenty:

Writings by

Gay and Lesbian Youth

edited by Ann Heron
Alyson Publications, 1994, 187 pp,$17.95

Their voices can be heard by simply open-
ing the book. Some are crying out for help,
some are overwhelmed with fear and anxiety,
yet most are filled with pride, happy to have
come to terms with their sexual identity at an
carly age.

These are the voices of 43 young adults
who have written their personal accounts about
being gay, lesbian or bisexual for the book Two
Teenagers in Twenty edited by Ann Heron. In
1982, Heron compiled the predecessor to this
book, One Teenager in Ten, which was the first

book ever to allow dozens of teenagers to
describe what it is like to be gay or lesbian in a
society that wants to ignore or condemn them.
This edition documents the voices of a new
generation, combining essays from the original
with 19 new stories.

All of the stories, to say the least, are
compelling. Many of the adolescents describe
traumatic circumstances upon coming out to

DREAMLAND

a gallery of fine art

Beautiful art
Beautiful people
Beyond the labels

New exhibits every
six weeks of the
best new artists
in the Houston

community.
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family or friends. Seventeen-year-old Jim tells
of being committed to 2 mental institution by
his parents. After being released and movingin
with his lover, his Catholic parents, with the
help of private detectives, had he and his lover
arrested claiming they were runningadrugand
pornography operation. After the charges were
dropped, Jim’s mother wrote to him saying,
“They [gays] are programming you for suicide.
- - . God help you because you cannot help
yourself.”

Sixteen-year-old Michael tried to commit
suicide and subsequently spent four months in
a mental hospital. Upon release he joined a
support group for young gays and now offers
this advice to other gay teens: “Being gay is not
the end of the world. Be strong. I don't want
anyone to end up dead like I almost did. Thank
God I didn’t."

Unfortunately, 16-year-old Elizabeth was
not as lucky. In one of the more poignant
moments in the book, Heron includes an
editor’s note following Elizabeth’s story—atrue
cry for help—stating that the young lesbian,
after a failed attempt at suicide, a six-month
stay at a mental hospital and a schizophrenia
diagnosis, overdosed on her own prescription
medication.

Despite the despair described in these
few stories, the majority are uplifting, intelli-
gent mini-autobiographies. These kids are
proud of who they are and completely under-
stand how much they've accomplished at such
an early age.

Wanting to feel “one hundred percent
comfortable and content” with his homosexu-
ality before he came out to anyone, 20-year-old
Gary “researched” through reading books and
pamphlets and by talking to other gays and
lesbians. He sums up his coming-out experi-
ence by saying: “There have been difficulties,
and it was definitely a risk, but the resulting
rewards and freedom made it worth all the
planning and waiting. Now my life is in the
world, and only my clothes are in the closet.”

The authors of these stories come from all
parts of the U.S.—from San Diego to Seattle,
from Gillett, Arkansas to Moorhead, Missis-
sippi, and from Minnesota to Rhode Island.
They range in age from 24 years old down

for One Teenager in Ten. She urges everyone to
reach out to the gay and lesbian youth of this
country. “You're not recruiting. You're not
even advocating. You're simply saving lives.”
Along with everyone’s help and this book,
coming out may be made a whole lot easier for
the next generation.

“Each coming-out story is unique,” writes
24-year-old Rick. He is right. Each of our own
coming-out stories vary as much as those con-
tained in this book. But Rick goes on tosay that
comingout is a long process: “. . . the story has
not ended, because 1 am continually coming
out. I'will always need to reaffirm the goodness
of my gayness and share that pearl with people
I care about. I am coming out.” Again, he is
right.
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Death by Denial:
Studies of suicide in gay

and lesbian teenagers
edited by Gary Remafedi, M.D., M.PH.
Alyson Publications, 1 994,205 pp, $9.95

Formore sociologically scientific research
on the subject of suicide among gay and les-
bian teenagers, Death by Denial will answer
any question. Containing some of the top
studies and their findings conducted on the
subject of lesbian/gay teenage suicide, the book
includes many shockingly sad statistics.

“In the U. S. alone, suicide is the third
leading killer of youth, accounting for 14 per-

according to a 1989 federal study. When this
study, whose full findings are unveiled in this
book, was completed, it was swept aside by the
Bush administration. Yet the seriousness of this
issue has not faded.
Not only do the eight essays explore and
document the difficulties faced by teenagers
who are coming out, but they also propose
important recommendations to ease lhat
process, making life for this special population
easier and hopefully diminishing the chances
of suicide. Especially important is the last
chapter, “Making Schools Safe for Gay and
Lesbian Youth.” This is the study by The
Massachusetts Governor's Commission on Gay
and Lesbian Youth that made it possible for
Massachusetts to become the nation’s first state
to legally protect gay and lesbian youth from
discrimination.
Remafedi, who is executive director of the
Youth and AIDS Projects at the University of
Minnesota, definitely believes “that the existing
evidence points to an inordinate risk of suicide
facing homosexual and bisexual youth.” He
encourages research funds to study the subject
and strives to alert human services profession-
als and students to expand their understanding
of this critical problem. “To ignore the problem
now is a missed opportunity to save thousands
ofyounglives, tantamount tosanctioning death
by denial.” v

When you need a
little help getting the
answers you seek. . .

Dr. Joseph Paxton helps
many find clarity, peace &
understanding in their lives.

Psychic Counseling
Energy Work ¢ NLP
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NEW ORLEANS:

A Gay View of
The Vieux Carre

BY EARLE E. DUTTON

ew Orleans, home of the saints, Dixie
N beer and that spicy Cajun food everyone

talks about, is probably best known for a
small section of the city called the French Quar-
ter. Known as the Vieux Carre to locals, the
French Quarter is a tourist’s dream. Actually
contained within a couple of square blocks, this
small neighborhood with its French-inspired
culture; is much like a European city in the heart
of the southern U.S. You don't need a passport
to visit this city, and its location makes it conve-
niently within driving distance of Houston for
weekends or more extended trips. Anything in
the French Quarter or adjoining Fabourg Marigny
is within walking distance of most hotels or
guest houses in the area. you can also take a walk
up to Canal St. and catch the streetcar to visit
uptown and St. Charles Avenue.

The French Quarter is packed with restau-
rants, art galleries, museums, gift shops, bars
and many other sights, sounds and smells. It is
probably the largest area in the South that is
almost 100% gay or gay-friendly. There is a hazy
line of demarcation between gay and straight
bars and businesses, but visit places like Pat
O'Briens, one of thc most famous bars in the
Quarter, and you'll see just as many gays and
lesbians as straight patrons.

he city of New Orleans has some of the
T most exotic and spicy foods in the coun
try, with new restaurants and chefs arriv-

ing daily. In the French Quarter, you can find
just about any type of food you could desire.
There are enough restaurants and cafes in the
area to eat a different one at every meal for
several days and never eat at the same place
twice. It doesn’t matter if you like beignets
(French donuts) or squir-
rel gumbo, there is a place
for you at the table. Fresh
seafood, being caught and
delivered on a daily basis,
is served in most eating es-
tablishments, and, al-
though Tabasco is one of
the common spices found
inthe food and onthetable,
noteverythingon the menu
will setyour mouth aflame.
Walking through the
neighborhood, you will
notice an abundance of
small boutiques with any-
thing from antiques to leather whips. Antiques
can be found in practically every other store,
from the most exquisite and exclusive shops to
the bazaar at the French Market, as well as
uptown on Magazine Street. Since pricing is
very competitive, try bargaining a bit; but if they
are stubborn, you can probably find it some-
place. The availability of handmade goods in
the areaisastoundingin itself. There are leather
workers, seamstresses, candle makers, iron

workers, painters, and many other fine artists.
Since Mardi Gras is one of the most celebrated
holidays in the area, you can also find shops
with handmade costumes and masks that truly
rival any available to us in Houston. Photo-
graphs of city are too numerous to count, and
just about every shop that you wander into has
at least one postcard or photograph of the
French Quarter.

Ifyou are interested in art, you are in for
a treat. New Orleans is home to many famous
fine-art galleries, including some private gal-
leries exclusive to the area. Some of the private
galleries have art studios, where you can watch

Continued on page 52
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THE

GAy HERITAGE TOUR

An entertaining, informative
two-hour French Quarter
Stroll that brings lesbian and
gay history to life...

Departs from Bayou Ridge Cafe
(437 Esplanade Ave.)
Wednesdays Spm & Saturdays 4pm

Tickets at hotels or at site
15 minutes before tour, $10

Tour presented by Roberts Batson
New Orleans writer & gay historian

Southern
Decadence '94
New Orleans

“New Orleans is also host to many
festivals and parades. Coming Sep-
tember 2-5 is the Southern Deca-
dence parade, whichwinds through
the French Quarter with its colorful
costumes and drag extravaganzas,
proving just how decadent New
Orleans really can be.”

800 Bourbon Street

New Orleans
The Place to Party

Southem Decadence Party
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Lafitte Guest House was built in 1849 as a single-family
home. Each roomt is uniquely decorated in antiques and re-
productions from around the world. All bave private baths
and many bave private balconies. Come see for yowrself why
Lafitte Guest House is the most highly recommended bed
and breakfast in the French Quarter

1003 Bourbon Street, New Orleans (800) 331-7971
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» Relaxed elegant atmosphere
» Fine Food and Spirits

Complimentary cocktails with
each entree and this ad

700 Burgundy St at St. Peter
New Orleans, LA (504) 522-1962
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Part I1
Midlife: Between

the Ages of 40 and 60

Many young gay men will not believe this
statement, but it is true: Older gay men
have a much greater sense of inner peace,
Jeelings of content and higher quality of
life than younger gay men. In the last 25
Yyears, gay people have continued upon a
long journey of self-discovery. We have
refused to be “defined” and “explained” by
the so-called experts and authorities on
buman bebavior, because we bave real-
ized through time and experience that WE
ARE the best authorities about ourselves.

BY BILL SCOTT, LMSW-ACP

U 17, e M A R

OnBeingA GayMan:

y and large, all the information you read
about gay men and lesbians prior to
1969 indicated that we were bad, sick
and needed to be “taken care of,” which usually
meant being locked away, removed from soci-
ety, and/or cured of our homosexuality. Most of
the information about older gay and lesbian
people during this time was based upon a
universal stereotype of lonely, frustrated, mis-
erable people. We always knew this was wrong,
based in ignorance and an attempt by these so-
called experts to convert us to heterosexuality
before it was too late.
In the last 25 years, we have moved from
a more hidden population to a more open,
relaxed and visible community. We have moved
from a place of little or no support outside the
individual selfto highly structured community.
However, while we advanced from the inaccu-
rate and negative portraits of gay midlife and
aging that used to depress us, we still have little
information that has been collected on the
impact of midlife and maturity for gay men in
our society. We have learned over the years that
older gay men are diverse, in both lifestyle and
emotional well-being. Older gay persons also
have distinct transitions and crises associated
with their self-image, their sexual orientation
and identity, their sexuality, their health and
their efforts in seekingand/or maintaining long-
term relationships.

TRANSITION VS. CRISIS
However, before we can explore these
issues, two questions first need to be ad-
dressed as we examine the “journey to matu-
rity": What do we mean by midlife? What dowe
mean by the related terms of “transition” and
“crises”?
In order to answer the first question, we
need to first explore the various age ranges
that have been identified by different authori-
ties to represent midlife. Research psycholo-
gist Daniel Levinson says, “Various discussions
of mid-life crisis refer to times of great diffi-
culty in the ‘middle-years' which may cover
any part of the span from 35 t0 65.” In contrast,
behaviorist Roger Gould refers to the “mid-life
decade as 35 - 45 years of age with critical
examination of mid-life transition beginning
inthe late 30's.” In the writings of psychologist
Carl Jung, the period after age 35 signifies the
period in which quality of life surpasses quan-
tity of life in importance and in fulfilling emo-
tional needs.

For purposes of this discussion, we will
refer to the period beginning at about age 35
and extending to approximately age 65. If
there is one theme that is central to this popu-
lation, it is an awareness or recognition of
“time left in life,” of our personal finiteness,
which means limited time and experience to
achieve what we think should be personally

experienced and achieved. This realization or
acceptance then becomes our transition.

Now that we have answered the questions
of “What is midlife?” and “What do we mean by
transition?”, we are ready to determine what is
meant by “crisis.” In the simplest terms, it can
be defined as “an upset in a steady state”—our
“steady state” being our ongoing efforts to
maintain, adapt, and problem-solve as we
achieve our basic needs for survival, security,
self-esteem and love. Thus, the objective of this
discussion is to examine ways we can maintain
our steady state during the transition of midlife
and to address crisis, whether in the form of
serious illness of self or others, changes in
appearance and self-image, diminished sexual
activity and/or other issues that affect our shift
from one life structure (early adulthood) to
midlife.

We realize that there are both positive and
negative aspects of maturity, but we must also
look at the relationship between the transition
or adjustment to midlife and our understand-
ing of what it means to be gay. Just as the
adolescent looks forward to the future, remem-
bering the personal past in ways that are be-
lieved to be consistent with future attainment,
persons at midlife begin to use memory of the
past as a guide to solving problems. Another
factor that appears in the research about adults
and midlife is the increasing evidence of a
“midlife introversion” or looking inward for
personal growth and awareness. The transfor-
mation to midlife is characterized by:

* An increasing preoccupation with the mean-
ing of life (This has become even more intense
for gay men because of HIV/AIDS.)

* Taking stock of personal accomplishments
and disappointments J

* Diminishing interest in various ties with
relatives, particularly in those we perceive as
obligatory

* Anawareness of self-mortality fostered by the
illnesses (HIV/AIDS) and/or deaths of parents,
other family members and friends

* Acceleration of feelings of self-mortality due
to multiple loss with early isolation, loneliness
and depression

* Lessened interest in taking on new chal-
lenges

* Lessened anxiety about direction of life and
career.

Other aspects on the journey to maturity that
need to be addressed include physical and
biological changes and changes in motor devel-
opment during the period of middle adult-
hood:

* Decline in vision and hearing

* Fat accumulation

* Changes in the activities of the heart and
coronary arterics

* Loss of elasticity in the muscle tone (or when

everything that has been facing north now
starts going south)

* Settling of joints

* Graying of body hair

* Hair loss (or discovering hair in places that
it's never been before)

* Decrease in gross motor skills (Good News/
Bad News—Fine motor skills continue at a high
level, enhanced by experience.)

Additionally, the primary focus ofthis jour-
ney to maturity is the impact of a changing
sense of time and the use of memory to serve a
new function: to maintain a sense of continuity

GAY PEOPLE DO NOT—OR, IN
REALITY, ARENOT ALLOWED
TO—GO THROUGH THE SAME
EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
AS HETEROSEXUAL PEOPLE
AT AGE-APPROPRIATE LEV~-
ELS. THUS A GOOD DEAL OF
OUR EMOTIONAL DEVELOP-
MENT IS PUT ON HOLD UNTIL
EARLY ADULTHOOD WHEN
WE HAVE ACHIEVED SOCIAL,
FINANCIAL AND EMOTIONAL
INDEPENDENCE FROM OUR
FAMILIES ANDCAN BEGINTO
EXPERIENCE OUR FEELINGS
AND EXPLOREOUR NEEDS AS
GAY PEOPLE

and integrity. Persons in their 40s and 50s can
experience particular disharmony, lowered
morale, increased concerns about health and
increased anxiety and depression. With advanc-
ing age, reminiscence becomes increasingly
important as a part of taking stock of one's life,
in letting go of dreams never realized and in
settling accounts with the past. Then, we can
proceed upon our journey to maturity.

GIVING PEACE A CHANCE

Men at midlife can become increasingly
concerned with issues of personal comfort and
seeking support from others. We increase the
move away from reliance upon our mastery in
solving problems at home and work. As a con-
sequence of our increased awareness of the
loss of time and the view of life as something
finite, men at midlife can intensify concerns
with self and display less patience for demands
upon our time and energy, which are acutely
experienced as being in short supply.

Realization of our goals and reworking the
course of our lives in order to maintain a sense
of personal clarity or harmony become impor-
tant in middle age and require time and energy,
which is less available for other pursuits (like

going back to school). The ability to let go of
those goals and objectives we have not attained
and accept the ending of life without a sense of
discouragement provides us with some evi-
dence that our efforts have been successful.
Now begins inner peace.

In midlife we use our memories to give us
a sense of belonging and to help us make sense
of the world around us. This can be particularly
challenging for gay men who reached maturity
in a society with a historically hostile attitude
toward gay and lesbian people. In understand-
ing the role of memory in midlife, we need to
remember the characteristics of our own emo-
tional development and events unique to us as
gay people. We need to review our specific
turning points, which have generated our very
unique and personalized styles of being gay
and coping with the hostility of a heterosexist
society. We also must remember that emotional
and psychological development occurs through-
out life at all ages.

We define basic psychological develop-
ment by stages. In early infancy we must solve
the emotional conflict between trust and mis-
trust of those around us. If our environment
does not allow us to feel secure, we may never
trust for the rest of our lives. In middle adult-
hood or midlife we must solve the conflict of
generativity (continuing to create and grow) vs.
stagnation, or caring vs. apathy. In late adult-
hood our challenge becomes integrity vs. de-
spairorwisdom vs. irrationality. How gay people
choose to manage these turning points unique
to their lives will generate different styles of
being gay and will effect their overall emotional
development throughout their lives.

What we know from personal experience
is that gay people do not—or, in reality, are not
allowed to—go through the same emotional
development as heterosexual people at age-
appropriate levels, Thus a good deal of our
emotional development is put on hold until
early adulthood when we have achieved social,
financial and emotional independence from
our families and can begin to experience our
feelings and explore our needs as gay people.

THE SELF-ACCEPTANCE FACTOR
Current psychological research of gay men
appears to indicate a significant relationship
between adjustment to later life and satisfac-
tion with being gay. Additionally, current re-
search indicates that adjustment in adult and
middle-aged gay men is related to higher levels
of disclosure (i.e., coming out) and greater
social involvement within the gay community.
According to psychologist Marcy Adelman
(1992), “Generational differences do exist be-
tween middle aged gay people today and their
pre-Stonewall era brothers and sisters. The
avoidance of identification and minimum in-
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volvement with other gays in the pre-Stonewall era
operated as the only successful adaptation to the
negative status assigned to gay people by a hostile
society. Fortunately for gay people today, homopho-
bic cultural values are being challenged by a visible
and viable gay community. This status brings gay
people together and promotes self-esteem through
self-affirmation, self-disclosure and identification with
other gay people.”

Our acceptance of ourselves, our socialization
with those in our community and how we cope
within a hostile heterosexist society contribute to
our emotional development and successful adjust-
mentto laterlife. Still, the transition to midlife can be
stressful and problematic for individuals in Western
socicties. Gay men share many stresses of maturity
with their heterosexual counterparts (about age 35 -
45). Career plateaus have been reached. Work is
mastered. Promotions may end. Commitments made
in the past may no longer provide satisfaction in the
present or give guidelines for the future. Gay men
may reflect more on what they are getting from work,
relationships, family (biological and choice/extended)
and friends.

THE NUMBERS SOMETIMES LIE

Because of the gay community's emphasis on
youth, gay men can be considered to middle-aged
and elderly by other gay men at an earlier age than
heterosexual men in the larger society. Some re-
search indicates that these age-status norms occur
earlier in the gay community. When a group of gay
males between the ages of 16 and 79 were asked
when youth, middle age and old age began and
ended, the majority saw youth as beginning before
18 years and ending around 30. Middle age spanned
the years between 30 and 50, and old age was
defined as 50 and over. Thus, gay men can think of
themselves as middle-aged and old before their
heterosexual counterparts do.

Research on gay men between the ages of 40
and 79, conducted by Raymond Berger, Ph.D. (1982),
found evidence of polarization between younger
and older gay men. His findings showed that:

* 47.4% of those surveyed only socialized with peers
who were within ten years of their age or older.

* 53.7% felt that younger gays sometimes take ad-
vantage of older gays.

* 42.9% felt that gay bars and clubs were not as
welcoming to older gays as to younger gays.

* 60.3% felt that most younger gay people wouldn’t
like to associate with older gay people.

* 31.5% felt that most younger gay people do not
want to make friends with older gay people.

* 34.8% felt that most younger gay people think that
older gay people are pretty dull. (Another 34.8%
disagreed with this statement.)

This rescarch would indicate that, to a great
extent, older gay men do not associate with younger
gay men and believe that younger gay men would
react to them negatively. Due to the small amount of
researchiin this area, we do not knowif such negative

attitudes are real orimagined. I believe that, with the
general feelings of ageism that exist in our society, it
would not be surprising if younger gays did indeed
reflect these attitudes about older gays. These feel-
ings perpetuate a vicious cycle between each
generation’s attitude about the other. Negative atti-
tudes lead to mutual avoidance—which leads to loss
of communication, limited or no exposure to new
beliefs and attitudes and, from a sociological view, a
loss of continuity and sense of history within the gay
community itself.

SMASHING THE STEREOTYPES

In light of this information, we must ask each
other, “What role do mature gay men have in the gay
community?” and “What responsibilities do we have
toyoung gay men?" Do we continue what appears to
be a generational split within our community, or do
we actively pursue the functions of role model,
mentor and teacher within our community?

Historically, there has been very little age-
specificresearch of sexual activity in the gay commu-
nity. Does sexual activity increase or decrease? Are
we more, or less, sexually active than heterosexual
men as we mature? Do our sexual needs change as
we get older? Do our sexual tastes change as we
mature? Currently, this is still being debated, and
current studies must, of course, include the role that
the HIV epidemic has played in changing our sexual
identity.

As we noted earlier, the stereotypes of older
gay men are being effectively challenged. Earlier
societal myths of the aging gay man included:

* He no longer goes to bars.

* He has lost his physical attractiveness and sex
appeal to the younger men he craves.

* He is oversexed, but his sex life is unsatisfactory.
* He has been unable to form a long relationship
with a partner.

* He is seldom sexually active, and when he does
have sex, it's usually anonymous public sex or with
a prostitute.

* He has become an “old queen” as he has grown
more effeminate.

These stereotypes began to disappear with a
landmark study of the sex lives of older gay men by
John Kelly in 1977, which indicated that their sex
lives were very satisfactory and that most adult men
desired sexual and emotional contact with men their
own age or older.

Raymond Berger’s Gay & Gray, a study of gay
men between the ages of 40 and 79 years of age,
indicated that the majority of men in the study
(27.9%) reported an average frequency of same-sex
relations of more than once and up to twice per
week, but with the majority (57.1%) listing one sex
partner and 36.7% reporting two, three or more
sexual partners. In their responses to their level of
individual satisfaction with their sex lives over a six-
month period, 25.9% reported being “somewhat
satisfied,” 25.9% reported being “satisfied,"and 21.4%
reported being “very satisfied.” Although this infor-

mation is overa decade old, it seems to indicate that
more than likely the individual pattern of consistent
sexual activity in earlier life carries over into later
years.
Current research by Mark Pope and Richard

Schultz (1991) of older gay men within the Chicago

areaindicates that 54% of men in this study between

the ages of 40 and 49 reported having sex once per
week, 34% in men 50 to 59 and 38% in the 60-and-

overage range. Of the men studied, 91% considered
themselves to be sexually active, with 90% describ-
ingthemselves as havingamoderate-to-strong sexual
interest. Sixty-nine percent reported no change in
their enjoyment of sex from their younger years to
the present, with 13% reporting an increase in
enjoyment.

We, asgay men, needa “framework to success-
ful maturity.” Because gay men live ina dual culture,
we base our perceptions and beliefs about age in
both a dominant heterosexist society, where age
status is usually defined by legal and social conven-
tions, and a youth-oriented sub-culture within the
gay community, where age status is defined by
sexual attraction. However, greater flexibility in
gender-role definitions within the gay sub-culture
have allowed mature gay men and lesbian women to
develop higher levels of independence and self-
sufficiency. These feelings and skills may be less
developed in heterosexual people, who may be
used to having or expecting a wife or husband to
care for them.

In fact, recent research seems to suggest that,
as a result of managing what it means to be gay ina
heterosexist society, many gay and lesbian adults
develop skills for managing their lives which facili-
tate the adjustment to the aging process presented
here as a framework of successful maturity. The
theory of this framework to successful maturity is
based upon the idea that gay people who will age
successfullyare those whose identities are formed in
an affirmative direction. This affirmative direction is
in direct contrast to ageism or ageist assumptions
that persons in midlife are less productive than
younger people, more dependent on others, less
sexual or asexual, or are less attractive or unattrac-
tive.

Given that such myths and stereotypes are the
foundation for many of society's negative attitudes
about midlife and aging, such beliefs can and must
be challenged and reconstructed in positive and
affirmative ways as with homosexuality. Access to
more diverse models of what it means to be an older
person is essential to the process of challenging
stereotypes. These models include the presentation
of mature people as active, productive, sexual and
self-determined individuals.

An affirmative framework to successful matu-
rity for gay people who have had experience in
defining their roles of what it means to be gay or
male, in their own terms, are more likely to be able
to transfer these affirmative feelings to their identi-
ties as older people. Competence with crisis situa-
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tions, flexibility in gender roles and the ability to define our own meaningy of
homosexuality and maturity have very powerful affects on our own individual
psychology. These factors, combined with our own affirmation of personal worth
and daily living skills which promote feelings of competence and empowesment,
are the key factors to the framework to successful maturity.

According to Dr. Franklin Kamney, a gay activist and reseaich scientist,
“Now that 1 am among those who are older, 1 do not merely sense that
stereotyping is wrong, I know it is wrong from my own firsthand experience. My
forties were better than thirties, and my fifties were better than my forties. When
Ileave my sixties I know they will have been better than my fifties. Life continues
to be more rewarding, exciting and satisfying than I could have ever imagined
when I was 20, My life is too full to permit misery or loneliness.”

This also applies to people living with HIV within the context of “ don't
have the time to be depressed or sad—I must live in the moment.”

THE EXPANSIVE GAY NUCLEAR FAMILY

Our social support systems, which can include both biological families and
families of choice (friends, lovers, social networks) can also be sources of
affirming homosexuality as positive in a way that facilitates successful maturity.
Some research indicates that, during the transition to midlife and maturity, many
adults believe that their children or extended family will provide for them in their
old age. With the greater longevity and current changes in family patterns, this
type of social support is not always certain.

According to researcher Kenneth Dawson (1982), gay people have been
less likely to assume that their families would provide for them in old age and are
more likely to carefully plan for their future security. Additionally, another
strength within the gay community is the re-definition of family, with a strong
network of friendships and surrogate family members, which can include current
lover, past lovers and friends in addition to biological family members.

Likewise, rather than simply replacing lost family support with the support
of friends, gay people simply reinforce family support with that of lovers and
friends. Gay people appear to be unique in this reinforcement of family, with our
ability to include former and current lovers/affectional partners within our social
support system. In the research of John Alan Lee (1991) of middle-aged gay
couples in Canada, 47.7% reported close affectional and social relationships with
former lovers. Raymond Berger also finds that gay men aged 60 and older share
close relationships with former lovers and that current and former lovers are an
important part of a gay man's social support system.

With regard to long-term relationships and life companions, these, too,
become easier to maintain between the ages of 40 and 50. Without the pressure
of having everything judged by peers, it becomes much easier to settle into a
routine that fits both you and your partner. During this period of life, both
partners are usually both settled in their careers/professions. Greater income
allows increased security and more freedom of choices (real wealth is having
choices!). Due to this heightened sense of maturity, many relationships of gay
men between the ages of 40 and 50 can be very fulfilling and provide enhanced
opportunities for intimacy and emotional growth.

In conclusion, midlife and aging are a significant part of the human
experience. In our own journey to maturity, we can discover a greater capacity
for caring, wisdom, integrity and inner peace. This time in our life can be
recognizable by reduction in anxicty, less judgment of self and others, less
involvementin relationships that don’t provide enjoyment and better capacity for
empathyand understanding. These changes in midlife are essential to our overall
emotional well-being as we progress towards old age and prcpare for the final
stages of life.

In Part Ill, we will examine the older gay male and the quality of life for gays
after the age of 60. (I wish to acknowledge the contributions and research of Harry
Livesay, LMSW (c) to this article, and express my thanks for his hard work. )

Bill Scott, LMSW-ACP is a psychotherapist with New C ounseling Center. For
information regarding this article call 529-1913,

A Final Gift

by Connie Moore

This summer I attended the sorrowful, beautiful resurrection celebration for my
[friend Cathy Lenaban. I was comforted and touched by the songs and words that

she bad chosen to be presented to her family and friends after ber death, Yes, I

meant ‘she bad chosen.’ Anyone that knew Cathy knew that she bad every detail
of ber services planned, along with the rest of ber mortal matters. She was a firm
believer in taking care of business, and personal planning was part of that

business.

any persons do estate planning with

out ever taking into account what is

going to happen to their body after
death. Granted, for many this is a very difficult
issue to consider. But consider the emotional
state of your loved ones at the time of your
death. Is it kind to add to that stress? And what
happens ifyourloved ones can’t agree on what
arrangements should be made?

We often get questions from our clients
about who controls the disposition of bodies
after death. Many people assume that the per-
son named as agent for health care will also be
authorized to make arrangements after death.
While that may happen occasionally, it is usu-
ally by agreement of the next of kin. If there is
a dispute, the law is clear on who has priority
in this decision.

Texas law provides that, unless a person
properly leaves other written instructions for
the disposition of remains, the priority of per-
sons who can control the disposition is: the
person designated in a written instrument
signed by the decedent;

* the decedent’s surviving spouse;

* any one of the decedent’s surviving adult
children;

* cither one of the decedent’s surviving par-
ents;

* any one of the decedent’s surviving adult
siblings; or

* the adult person in the next degree of
kinship by judgment of heirship.

We call the written instrument referred to
in the first item of this list an Appointment of
Agent to Control Disposition of Remains. The
Texas Health and Safety Code defines the
contents and the legal sufficiency of that
document. Some people do not want their
next of kin to have the legal right to make these
decisions. In that case, the person can sign an
Appointment of Agent to Control Disposition
of Remains that gives another the right to

control the disposition of remains after death.
That way, the person can choose who is to
replace the legal next of kin for this decision.
The agent and any alternates must agree to be
named and also must sign the document. The
statute gives the financial responsibility to the
person named as agent if the estate does not
have the funds for the disposition expenses.
This method of planning gives the appointed
agent the authority to make all necessary
decisions.

Otheracceptable methods for leaving writ-
ten instructions to direct disposition of re-
mains are in a will, a prepaid funeral contract,

or a written instrument signed and acknowl-
edged by the person. This means that one can
leave instructions regarding cremation, em-
balming, and other matters relating to the dis-
position of the body, instead of leaving some-
one in charge of making those decisions. One
may also leave written instructions about the
type of funeral or memorial service to be ar-
ranged. The instructions can be changed or
modified only in writing. If the instructions are
in a will, they must be carried out immediately
without the need for probate first. This method
of planning results in decisions about the de-
tails being made, instead of leaving a person in
charge.

Some people are more concerned about
what plans are to be made than who is going to
make them. Others are more particular about
who has the right to make the decisions. Either
way, the easiest way to be certain that wishes are
respected is to make them known in writing.
This is a very important and often overlooked
step in the personal documents planning pro-
cess.

My friend Cathy planned for everything,
down to the last detail. She made sure that her
wishes would be taken seriously, and I am
pleased to say that they were. Her final gift to us
was to ease the pain and emptiness that her
death caused.

Connie Moore is a partner at Moore & Hunt, a lesbian/feminist
law firm based in Houston. Since graduating from the University
of Houston Law Center, Connie has pursued the area of human-
rights low with an emphasis on lesbian and goy rights. Under
Connie's guidance, Moore & Hunt is a part of the cooperating
attorney rk of the Lambda Legal Defense and Education
Fund. In addition to feminist, lesbion and gay issues, the firm
concentrates in family law, contract negotiations and disputes,
corporation and small business formations, wills, estate pl g
and probate matters.
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SARAH McI ACHIAN:

by Nancy Ford

Fumbling

Toward

Identity

J t's understandable how Sarah McLachlan might have a
burning drive to explore who she is. Since the age of 17, she’s
enjoyed and excelled at more than a half-dozen careers by
recording hit CDs, touring,
directing her own videos,
designing her own promotional
T-shirts and lending herself to an
humanitarian excursion with
World Vision relief organization
to east Asia. Oh yes, she writes
and performs all her own music,
t0o. Busy gal.

In fact, even when she rented
a cabin in the woods outside
Montreal to “be with herself", she emerged from the wilderness
with “Fumbling Towards Ecstasy”, her newest and most
successful release to date. -

A native of Halifax, Nova Scotia, 26-year-old Sarah
McLachlan has become, musically and lyrically, the gentle
goddess of teen angst that has crossed over to equally embrace
a more mature adult consciousness. With a presentation that's
been described as a cross between Sinead O'Connor and Joni
Mitchell, McLachlan takes a stranglehold on her neuroses, sets
them to music, and makes them our own. Or vice versa. No
one is quite sure which.

Citing as reason the current trend of pronoun-less lyrics
that may indicate a sexual orientation other than hetero, it is
speculated that McLachlan might be the next addition to the
list of mainstream lesbians soon to bolt out of the closet.

When we spoke, I was prepared to hold that door wide,
wide open for her.

30 OutvSmart = August 15 - September 14, 1994

-

-

R e

NANCY FORD: Is there anything special
you would most like to tell the people of
Houston—gays, straights, lesbians,
undetermined?

SARAH MCLACHLAN: Figure out what
you want and go for it,

Is that what you did?

Yeah. I think so. It took me a while to figure
out that I had to figure stuff out. And I'm still
figuring. But definitely, it's really cool that I
can be in control of my own destiny. It's a
good feeling.

Inyour song “Heaven,” there Is a passage
that goes “I belleve this Is heaven to no
one else but me.” What’s your heaven?

Ohhb, the place where I know who I am,
where I can be exactly who I am and be
accepted unconditionally for that.

Has that ever happened? Have you ever
been there?

I've been pretty close, when I was by myself.
That's the most important acceptance—
accepting yourself. For a long time I didn't. 1
didn’t have much confidence or faith in
myself, because I didn’t really know who
was.

I think being by myself for seven months
really forced me to address a lot of things
that I had been suppressing for many years.
I'd just come off the road touring 14 months,
and I also went to Thailand and Cambodia to
help make a documentary film with World
Vision. I felt like I had been through so much
yet everything had moved by me so quickly
that I didn’t think any of it had sunk in. Or if
it had, I had no time to deal with it, so it had
just gotten put aside. So that time by myself
was, for me, really necessary to let everything
come to the surface.

How did the trip to Cambodia with World
Vision come about?

They said they wanted a spokesperson, a
female musician to be the voice of my
generation.

That's a lot of responsibliity.

No kidding. I said, “Can’t I just go over and
sing a song or something?” (She laughs at the
preposterousness of the idea.) But they
wanted me to take the journalist’s approach

of what was going on there, to the camera
and to the audience.

“I'don’t tend to
place
gender'as an
issue
anywhere...

I think:
sexuality needs
to be stated a
lot more freely
than it has
been in the
past.”

What Is World Vislon?

It’s a religious, nonprofit organization that
funds relief projects all over the world for
various reasons. They build schools, they
build hospitals, medical facilities, they teach
people [AIDS awareness). One of the biggest
focuses, especially in Thailand, is the sex
trade. We went into a lot of really heavy
situations. Thailand hurt me as far as being a
woman because these young girls are being
incredibly abused and mistreated and left
completely helpless. One of the things World
Vision is trying to do is to go in and actually
get them at the train stations before the
pimps did, and take them to a home where
they could stay over night, and be put into a
program where they could be taught a trade.

Truly a race for life.

Yeah. Absolutely. It was wild. All these guys
who were standing around, just waiting and
watching for the young girls to come in off
the trains,

Recrulters?

Absolutely. It literally was a race. That was a
really hard thing to see, as a woman. As far as
Cambodia, that was much more traumatic—
just as a human being—to really get a clear
picture of how horrific people can be to each
other, what with the Khmer Rouge and the
mass genocide that happened.

It's amazing that you could pull yourself
out, to be creative and put pen to paper
after an experience like that.

It took me a long time before 1 could. My
initial reaction was being incredibly jaded
and being horrified and hating everybody—to
think that this is going on today as well, and
nothing has changed! We've learned nothing!

Well, to quote one of your songs, “Every
generation ylelds the newborn hope
unjaded by thelr years—"

—which comes pretty much directly out of
that [World Vision experience]. People say
this is the enlightened generation. Well yeah,
sure, when you're in your twenties, you are a
radical and you'll try and make change. But
by the time you're thirty, you're either sucked
into the system or you're a total outcast.

Is that the iImpetus behind your music—
you want to make a change?

Inevitably. Yeah. I have to say that, first and
foremost, it's an incredibly selfish thing. I do
it to please myself; I do it to learn about
myself and try to get ahead, try to figure out
what I'm all about and what everything else is
all about.

Your press notes refer to your writing
“Fumbling” as a kind of therapy.
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Writing always has been therapy. It’s become
more o and more so as my song-writing
skills have progressed. For me, it’s a way of
figuring stuff out, a way of getting and
working through stuff that affects me strongly
emotionally usually, whether it's dealing with
my past, dealing with things around me, or
dealing with things my friends have been
affected by.

Like what?

The most obvious is relationships failing.

Tell me about It!

(She laughs again.) Generally it's fundamen-
tally pretty much the same. We've all been
through shitty relationships. We've all had
people mistreat us. We've probably mis-
treated people at the same time, It's a
fascinating topic for me—the psychology of
the human brain and how and why we do
things. It’s always a reaction to something
else, whether it's recent past or distant past.
For me, it's trying to figure out myself in
relation to all that, and where I sit. It's a
process of finding out who I am, really.

Your liner notes say writing helps you
overcome long-standing fears.

Someone else wrote that. (More laughter.)
I'm working on it. I'm not necessarily there,
but any kind of therapy, generally you're
trying to deal with something so it doesn’t
bother you anymore, or you can at least put it
to rest. You can understand it a little better,
and that’s what the songs are for me. A lot of
it's projection. I say "I won't fear love.” That
doesn’t necessarily mean I won't, it just
means I'm working on it. (Even more
laughter.) This is what I wish for.

We do all aspire, don’t we? In your song
“Plenty,” It sounds to me like there are
some serious abandonment Issues going
on there. What was the inspiration for
that?

Yeah—the ultimate jilted relationship song,
How do I say this?—I told myself a huge lie. I
got myself into a relationship where 1
decided that this was the perfect guy. And
that was it. So I projected the perfected man
onto him, and expected him to be that. When

he fell seriously short of it I was terribly
offended.

Through no one's fault but our own, |
guess—

Absolutely. It was an amazing thing; |
couldn’t believe 1 allowed myself to deceive
myself to such a degree. But it was one of the
best relationships I've ever been through
because of what it taught me in the end.

1

We're representing a leshian/gay maga-
zine here—OutSmart. You have a tremen-
dous gay/lesbian following.

So everybody tells me,

What do you attribute that to?

Probably the sexual ambiguity of my songs. I
don’t tend to place gender as an issue, except
on occasion when I actually talk about
women, whether it’s the sisterhood and
friendship or whether it goes further. I don’t
like to put boundaries on it, because I think
sexuality needs to be stated a lot more freely
than it has been in the past,

You very, very seldom use pronouns In
your lyrics.

Mm Hmm.

Is that Intentional?

Yeah, pretty much. One of the only songs
that has sort of an actual gender thing is
Good Enough. You could take it as far as a
woman saying to another woman “I'll take
better care of you than this guy.”

A group of my friends and | were talking
about that very song the other night. It
has very heavy lesbian overtones.

Mm Hmmm. But you can also parallel that
with a mother/daughter relationship, or a
simple female friendship. You can take it to
lots of different levels. That's what I like—
that it's ambiguous that way.

You appeal to a much broader spectrum
of audience that way. There is a lot of
speculation what “Possession “ Is about.

—<—

(She chuckles.) Some people say it's
about battered women, some people say
it's about a lesbian love relationship.
There’s something about the line “I will
hold you down, kiss you so hard, I'll take
your breathe away” that is intrinsically
lesbian.

(She hoots, laughing wildly.) Really? How
curious. I think that's great. When people ask
me to be specific about what my songs mean,
my first reaction is: “What does it mean to
you?” Whatever their answer is, I say, “Well,
that's what it is. It means something different
to me, but I basically told you as much as I
plan to tell you, in the song, as to what it's
about to me.” If they really push me, I'll go
into detail.

Well then, | hope you don't mind if | push
a little.

“Possession” turned into a lot of different
things, but initially it was inspired by letters I
got from male friends who went really, really
over the top, as far as their adoration and the
fantasies they created and placed me in with
them. It got kind of frightening because 1
don’t know these people.

There's a fine line between a fan and a
stalker, isn't there?

Very much so, very much so.

I think it would surprise a lot of people to
learn that that was the basls for that
song. Re-reading the lyrics, It certainly
makes sense.

Yeah, but once again, on the outside it's a
love song. It’s got that same sort of thing as
“Every Breath You Take."” If you tend to go
inside the lyrics and read what's behind them
you think, “Oh this is kind of screwed up."

Let me ask you about “Ice Cream.” The
liner notes say this song Is ‘the result of
your new-found ability to find Inspiration
and happiness.’ What's making you happy
enough to write about Ice cream?

Well, the main thing, as | mentioned before,
was being by myself and finding complete-
ness in myself for the first time, without
needing anybody to fill a hole. From that

point I could have a relationship with
somebody and truly give myself to them,
wholly and totally because I felt comfortable
enough to do so. I'm still in this relationship
and it's absolutely amazing,

How long has It been?

It's been about a year and a half now.

Congratulations. That's almost five years
In lesblan years.

(Laughter.) Well, I want to have kids, and I've
been searching for a good dad, too, because I
want there to be two people raising this kid
or these kids. And he’s so into it. So I'm very

lucky.

Well, you sound happy.

I'am. And I do also have that feeling that if a
person is really good and really happy and
peaceful that—this may sound a bit corny, but
1 totally believe it—that they really shine.

| believe that, too.

If other people see that light shining—if it
shines a bit onto their lives—then I really
believe that can make a difference. I've met
people who are like that and they've been
amazing inspirations to me. I kind of dig that
notion, that I can give other people happi-
ness.

You certainly give a lot of people happi-
ness, but at the same time you need to be
aware that you are breaking a lot of
lesblan hearts by being straight. (Laugh-
ter, hooting laughter.) It's a big topic of
conversation In my nelghborhood. It's
Impossible; you can't possibly be Het, the
way you write.

(More laughter.) I love it! How flattering!

So what do you say to these broken-
hearted women?

I smile, (Stuttering, stammering.) There's this
one woman I know I met a couple months
ago in Montreal who is just totally over the
top.
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In terms of...?
Her nature. She’s very touchy. She says,

“Man, you've got a great ass, girl!” (Laughter.)
So I blush and say thank you.

What's her number?

(More laughter.) Exactly! The wildest thing is,
she got a big tattoo of my face on her arm!

Like Tom Arnold and Roseanne?

That was a bit frightening. She tells me,
“Don’t worry, I'm not a psycho.”

Hmm. “Let me permanently scar my body
for you, but I'm no psycho.” So this was
not the lick-on type of tattoo?

No siree, this was the permanent kind.

That ‘s the true measure of stardom, If
someone tattoos themselves with your
Image.

A couple months ago, somewhere in the
south, this fellow came up to me and asked if

I could sign his back. I said, “Oh come on,
why don’t you get me to sign a piece of
paper or something; I'd rather not sign your
body.” But he turned around and slipped
up his shirt, and he had his whole back
covered in one of my drawings. They really
do lend themselves toward tattoos.

I'm looking at the “Fumbling Towards
Ecstasy “liner notes. The illustrations
are so blological.

Yeah, the labias. Flying labias. Aren’t they
great?

Tell me about those. Were they Inspired
by a dream, or was this your friend with
the tatoo?

This is actually not my work—this is a friend
of mine, Graham Gilmore. It’s part of a
painting that’s about 15 feet long. I can’t
explain what any of this stuff means, except
I love to look at it, because it is extremely
vaginal and floral and luscious and erotic.

Sarah, are you sure you're not a lesblan?

Plaza Clinical Treatment Center

Didier F. Piot, M.D.

Medical Director

John J. Nemecek, M.D.

Plaza Medical Center
1200 Binz Street, Suite 630
Houston, Texas 77004

Office: 713/522-4450
FAX: 713/285-1152

(Wild laughter.) Ummmmm.. . fairly sure.
I've kissed girls before...

Well, we'll leave that door open.

No, I'm a penis girl. I really am. But mind
you, I'm not opposed to—

That's when Sarab McLachlan referred to
ber not being opposed to a certain lesbian
sexual practice that left me, for all intents
and purposes, speechless and breathless.

Ob, we should stop this right now. It's
getting bad.

—and the closet door slammed shut.
But that's all right. It’s still an immense
comfort to bave “penis girl” Sarah
McLachlan, straight though she may be, in
our pronoun-less corner. v

Nancy Ford is a Houston-based comedian
and frequent contributor to the gay and les-
bian press.
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Any person who is HIV positive even-
tually is confronted with the dilemma
of telling someone of their HIV status.
Peoplewill often chooseto tellfriends,
family members and employers at
some stage of their HIV infection. A
question often asked in my office is
“When should I tell a person I am
dating that I am-HIV positive?” Al-
though this question surely doesn’t
bave one correct answer, ITwould like
to share with you some factors which
might indirectly assist in the “best”
answer for you. I bave assisted many
individuals in finding their own an-
swer to this question, as well as bav-
ing bad a great deal of feedback from
the “other side” of this issue.

BY
PATRICK).VACHON, LMSW-ACP

Don't Ask
Don't Tell

theme as to why this question is even

asked. Because of the overriding per-
ceptions of HIV and our cultural view of death,
many, if not all, HIV-positive people have a
great fear of rejection. This fear is certainly not
without basis, as many, many people continue
to be unable or unwilling to befriend, associate
with or date people who are HIV positive.
Countless stories have been told of family,
friends and lovers who abandoned or disowned
their sons, daughters, friends and lovers due to
their HIV struggle or status.

There are certainly many opinions as to
the best time to advise someone of one’s HIV
status depending on the perspective taken.
From a health perspective, one might suggest
that a sexual partner be notified before engag-
ing in sexual activity. But then, the question or
statement generally follows about safe sex: “If
I'm playing safe why does it matter?” This ques-
tion is followed by “I have a right to know"
followed by “You should treat everyone as if
they are positive!” As you see, there is always
another response to the previous statement or
question. Sound confusing? Well it is! A fairly
basic reality is that honesty will “run off” some
potential partners. I have found that, if the
intentions are purely sexual, most people will
somehow rationalize away telling their sexual

F irst of all, there seems to be a common

partnersimmediately of their HIV status, and in
fact, most partners truly don't want to know.
This denial often leads to behaviors that are less
safe thanifboth partners are consciously aware.
Most people seem to be more responsible when
the words are spoken than if just an assumption
of status is the guide.

Asomewhat more difficult question arises
for individuals who may be interested in some-
thing more than a sexual adventure or one
night stand. If a person is more interested in a
long-term relationship or dating, they often
state that they want to let the other person get
to know them before breaking the news. It is
assumed that this will enable the couple to
connect enough to override the bad news,
increasing the potential for the relationship to
continue. On the other side, however (assum-
ingthe person has an issue about it), the person
will generally ask “Why didn't you tell me be-
fore?” This issue almost always puts the HIV-
positive person in a double-bind or no-win
situation. To further complicate this issue, it is
believed by most HIV-positive people that only
a select few HIV-negative people would con-
sciously get involved with someone who is HIV
positive. This belief would likely intensify the

fear of rejection and substantiate the choice not
to tell.
It is likely apparent, therefore, that the
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choice as to when to tell a date or sexual
partner is subject to these and potentially
manyotherunderlyingagendas and fears. There
is, however, one general source of guidance:
Listen to your inner voice! If you find yourself
becoming uncomfortable because you have
not told your partner, then there is a pretty
good chance that not telling him
would conflict with your inner value
system. This conflict would poten-
tially result in some future regret,
which will be overall unsupportive to
your sense of self. The answer, there-
fore, would be to tell the person
directly, relieving yourself of any fu-
ture guiltor remorse. Then, of course,
you have to deal with the outcome!
On this point, I would like to make a very
strong statement: If a person rejects someone
solely because of their HIV status, it is much
more likelya result of that person’sunresolved
issues and NOT ABOUT YOU!!!! I have found
that the more secure a person is with their own
HIV-positive status, the more ithecomes a non-
issue, and rejection is perceived differently
and understood.

Inaddition, if the dating process leads to
a point where you begin to feel anxious about
your partner not knowing, it is probablyagood
idea to go ahead and discuss it. This seems to
be the most effective route, because not doing
so will likely result in the issue surfacing in
some other form. Clients of mine sometimes
find themselves pushing away from dates sexu-
ally, physically or socially, fearing that close-
ness might lead to sexual activity which has not
yet been discussed. Energy between two indi-
viduals is often directed into areas which are
safer from the potential of being sexual, which
sometimes deprives the two of physical and
emotional connection. Inaddition, I have found
that some people actually become impotent
because of this issue. What better way to avoid
the issue of bodily fluids than not being able to
getan erection. The mind has a wonderful way
of protecting us where we are.

Asstated earlier, ifan HIV-positive person
chooses to tell his date of his status and if
rejection does occur, it is more about the
person that has been told. Itis certainly helpful
to keep in mind that many people have not (for
whatever reason) had many interactions with
HIV-positive people. Their fear often overrides
them, and they may be unable to continue with
a sexual or dating experience. In addition,
some other people may have had previous
experiences with HIV/AIDS and may still be
recovering from the pain. Getting involved
again may not be the best choice for either
person until some level of healing has oc-
curred. It is certainly helpful to re-envision
these people as fearful, rather than presuming

character flaws, calling them names or taking
the rejection personally. Seeing the person as
scared often relicves some of the rejection felt
by the person telling. After all, I truly believe
that, if cach of us looked deep enough, we
could identify with the fear and potentially
forgiveness would prevail.

If a person rejects someone solely be-
cause of their HIV status, it is much more

likely a result of that person’s unresolved
issues and NOT ABOUT YOU!!!!

A not-so-functional adaptation to not tell-
ing or not asking is that it often keeps people
stuck in their own denial. This allows individu-
als to avoid confronting issues that in most
cases would best be addressed for sexual, emo-
tional, spiritual and physical reasons. As stated
earlier, many people will behave differently in
sexual situations if HIV status is known. The
treat-everyone-as-if-they-are-HIV-positive rule
often goes out the denial window in the midst
of sexual or emotional intensity. Not knowing
also denies the opportunity to utilize partners
asamirror to the issues that would bringup our
innermost fears, such as mortality and aban-

donment, which could likely benefit from con-
frontation and healing,

I'would like to suggest also that we begin
to consider a shift in some of the responsibility
on this issue. I have heard all too many times
“Well, he didn’t tell me.” My general response
is “Did you ask?" Regardless if a person is HIV-
positive or -negative, the issue can be
brought up in conversation. The re-
sponsibility is not exclusively that of
“the other person.” If HIV is an issue
for you (and I hope it is), then take
responsibility and ask your partner of
their status—AND honest disclosure
of your own status goes without say-
ing. It would seem that gay people,
most of all, would be able to identify
thata don't-ask-don’t-tell mentality just doesn’t
work.

If; as a culture, we can open up and be
honest, the potential is that we will desensitize
ourselves to this issue, address the underlying
issues and ultimately reduce or eliminate the
shame and fear that prevail. v

Patrick ]. Vachon LMSW-ACP is a Certified
IMAGO Relationsbip Therapist in private prac-
tice at New Counsleing Center and can be
reached at (713) 529-1913.
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WRONG

LIONS 3 / CHRISTIANS 7

“The Religious Wrong" is the first in a three-part series
onthe personal, political, and spiritual ramifications
of the hate-mongering, fundamentalist religion, right-
wing movement.

BY LACEY LEwWIS

life, its origins can probably be traced back to the “Collective

Childhood Experience.” What I absolutely do know is that, as a child,
I was very confused about religion, and I had an attraction to the
spiritually persecuted.

My mother was a war-time bride, transplanted by my American-fly-boy
father far from her native Australia to New York City. She was a theatrical
dancer and gravitated towards others like herself who were also young,
creative, talented and freshly immigrated—people like Tanya and George.
Tanya and George were immigrated Russian Jews, and I adored them, and
they me. I was enthralled by their stories of the Russian Ballet, the Symphony,
even the Gypsy carnivals, but it was

l 'm not sure when the transformation began, but like most things in

forces beyond my control, borscht, bagels, blintzes and Passover made way
for Madonnas, Holy Communion, Confession and glow-in-the-dark rosary
beads, blessed by the Pope. Much to my chagrin, I found myself firmly
ensconced in Our Lady Of The Holy Rosary Catholic School. It was a political
statement on my father's part, as he frequently pontificated about the demise
and disintegration of the public school system, which, although he didn't
exactly say in so many words, may have included some inner feelings about
the more ethnic cultures of South Florida. I believe his wife sent me there

more out of religious concern for her immortal soul.
It’'s alittle confusing, but as 1 understand it, during the 50s and 60s if a
Catholic married a non-Catholic, it was incumbent on the Catholic person, if
they could afford it, to sacrifice all the

their Jewish religious ceremonies that
most captivated myattention. Through
the mystic glow of candles, the alluring
sounds of spiritual songs chanted in a
foreign tongue, and with the exotic
smells from foods used in their tradi-
tions and celebrations, 1 became a
young Jewish girl by osmosis. I per-

I perceived myself to be Anne Frank's
kindred spirit and embraced her suffering
like my own badge of courage and honor.

childrenat thealtar of parochial schools.
Todo otherwise was a grievous offense
that had eternal consequences regard-
ing perpetual damnation for the Catho-
lic parent’s soul. The only reasonable
e ~use was poverty. Catholics really
liked poor people; 1 think they gave
them something to do. If the parents

ceived myself to be Anne Frank’s kin-
dred spirit and embraced her suffering like my own badge of courage and
honor.

After my parent’s divorce and my father's subsequent transfer to Miami,
1 did not find Miami to be the Mecca of Judaism I thought it would be. In fact,
the move created a 180-degree shift in what would become an ever-broaden-
ing religious education. My father remarried a devout Irish Catholic, though
he became an even-more-fervent-and-dedicated Atheist. Due to parental

were poor, they had to promise to have
their children report to Baltimore Catechism classes every Tuesday night to
receive their Catholic indoctrination until the child reached the age of
maturity. For the children, cither way seemed like eternal punishment right
here on earth. You could be the fashion reject on your block by wearing
hideous and nerdy uniforms, go to church five days a week, Confession on
Saturday and Mass on Sunday, which was tantamount to social suicide, or they
could kill you slowly, piece by piece, by boring you to death with Catechism
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classes every Tuesday night for the rest of your life.

I preferred the misery-loves-company approach, as suffering was al-
ready a part of my spiritual makeup, so (not that I was given the choice) Holy
Rosary became my academic home for the next eight years. It was here that
things really got confusing. I was the only child at school who could not eat
pork on any day of the week, could not eat meat on Friday and who had a
father who ate either ham, bacon or sausage with his cggs on any day of the
week, without so much as a moment's reflection on what the implications of
his dietary practices might be to the

that we were the Christians and there were figurative Lions everywhere. As a
responsible and dedicated parochial-school child, I was taught that I had a
religious obligation to save Pagan Souls (especially Pagan Baby Souls)
through prayer, bake sales, good deeds, sacrifice and UNICEF collection
boxes on Halloween night, Believe me, this was no casy task since there were
so many Pagan Souls and two places they had to be saved from, Purgatoryand
Limbo. The Catholic Church of my childhood had this extensive four-tiered
level of Redemption. It had the standard Heaven and Hell of other religions,

but they had added these two sort of

repose of his eternal soul. Either way,
if God were Jewish or Catholic, or . . .
evenjustaHeavenly Cardiologistcon. Silly, naive, little pre—adoles'cent me was
cerned with cholesterol, myDadwas | just concrete enough to believe that all
a goner. .

ltwas within the hallowed halls | 072€ needed to d.o to 'be a C{yrzstzan was
of Holy Rosary that I first learned to believe in Christ.
about human sacrifices and about the

middle-management positions. Limbo
was kind of aspiritual warehouse where
unbaptized Pagan Souls waited for
enough good, baptized, Catholic-school
children to pray fervently enough until
a promotion into Heaven could be
granted. Purgatory wasa little more like
spiritual probation for someone who

Lions and the Christians. While
inigally I was quite horrified, I must admit I was somewhat relieved that
Catholicism hada history of sufferingand persecutionallits own. (Fortunately
for my formative years, it wasn't until college that I learned that it was the
Catholics, more often than not, whowere the Persecutors, not the Persecutees,)
I'was riveted to my seat the day we were taught that the ancient Romans led
Christians into an arena where lions were turned loose to devour them. It
didn’tseem much ofasport to me, given that the Christians were trapped and
all, but I must admit that I was really, really impressed with the quality of their
sacrifice. It was through the dedication of those Christians who braved the
Lions, in conjunction with the daily exposure to huge Crucifixes with
excruciatingly contorted and suffering bodies of Christ, that I came to
understand a whole new dimension and level of religious persecution.
The shift was gradual at first, but I was rapidly growing to understand

had committed a series of venial sins,

different from the mortal sin variety with its instant condemnation to hell for
all eternity, but serious nonetheless. These poor, wretched souls had to earn
enough good time through the holy deeds of Catholic-school kids in order to
be awarded their angel wings and finally carn a permanent place in Heaven.
Even though it was such a confusing time with so much to learn, at least

I knew exactly where | stood. I was a Christian facing an ever-increasing list
of proverbial Lions. The 60s held moments in time when it felt that miracles
really could be created, both politically and spiritually, and they appeared in
one human form. I believed that a band of Guardian Angels led the way for
Camelot to be reinvented in Washington D.C. His name was John F. Kennedy,
and it was through his campaign that I first learned that many people didn’t
think Catholics were Christians, Silly, naive, little pre-adolescent me was just
concrete enough to believe that all one needed to do to be a Christian was to
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Q: Who's missing
from this picture?

A: You!

Join the Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston
when we begin Fall rehearsals

Thursday, September 8.

Open rehearsals are each Thursday evening,
7-10 p.M., at Grace Lutheran Church,

2515 Waugh. Experience isn't necessary-

to become a singing member, you only have
to be able to carry a tune

If you don't sing, but you'd still like to be a
part of GMCH, find out how you can help
us as a non-singing member.

Come meet the chorus at a mixer!

Thursday, August 25, 7 pM.
Grace Lutheran Church, 2515 Waugh

GAY MEN'’S
CHORUS of
HOUSTON

For information, call (713)

521-SING
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felt that miracles really could be created, both politically and spiritually,
and they appeared in one human form. I believed that a band of Guardian
Angels led the way for Camelot to be reinvented in Washington D.C. His
name was John F. Kennedy, and it was through his campaign that I first
learned that many people didn’t think Catholics were Christians. Silly,
naive, little pre-adolescent me was just concrete enough to believe thatall
one needed to do to be a Christian was to believe in Christ. Someone tried
to explain the complexity of it all, but I think that I just barely got the gist
of the whole thing. I learned that it was a continuum kind of thing, with
Jewsononeend and Catholics on the otherend, and that it was Protestants
of every denomination who were the Real Christians and who held all the
other spaces on the Western Religious Continuum.

For the first time in history, an Irish Catholic man had been elected
President of the United States. His election brought tears of joy to the eyes
of Catholics from Rome to Cape Cod. It was the first time T had experienced
ablurring (or blending, depending on your point of view) of politics and
religion. J.F.K. had done what no other predecessor had ever accom-
plished, and it was clear to any impressionable, parochial-school kid that
not only had the Lions been defeated, but the Christians were indeed way
ahead.

Like everything else in the 60s, change occurred rapidly. Although I
went to a Catholic girl's school, even we could not be protected from the
signs of the times. Radical notions like the Civil Rights Movement, the
Women's Movement and the fight for equality and peace made its way to
southern Florida. While most conjure up tranquil pictures of the sunny
coast of Florida with its palm trees, white beaches, and citrus fruit, it also
has a dark and evil under belly that rarely makes the brochures of the
Florida Chamber of Commerce. Hatred and bigotry by any other name is
still best known as the Klan or the KKK, and its Florida membership rolls
held the names of the poor to the affluent, the forgotten to the famous.

I'was a freshman in high school. We were returning from the football *

victory of our brother school over Saint Christopher High School. We were
elated, so the four-hour drive on the crowded bus seemed more like a
celebration than a chore. We had just won the regional championship and
proudly wore our schools' names, LaSalle and Immaculate Conception, in
four-foot letters, all over the outside of the bus. It never occurred to us to
be ashamed or afraid until the black night air became acrid with the smell
of smoke and the fields on both sides of the interstate were ablaze with fire.
The Nuns and Jesuit chaperones understood a political reality from which
we could no longer be spared. While they pushed the black students on
the floor of the bus, they instructed the rest of us to cover them with
football gear and letterman jackets. It wasn't until the bus, along with
othertraffic, had been forced to astop that the nightmare seemed anything
more than an out-of-control hallucination. The bus was surrounded by
hundreds of creatures of evil dressed in white sheets with hoods over their
heads. They rocked the bus back and forth while they screamed obsceni-
ties and ranted on about our “impure and ungodly ways.” The entire
scene, with all their hatred and violence, was upstaged by something else
more profound. Looking past their angry eyes and beyond their screech-
ing voices, we finally saw their primary instrument of terror, thousands of
burning crosses. When we were finally allowed to pass, not even the full
moon could light up our darkened spirit and permanently scarred souls.
Collectively, we knew that, with a single burning cross, the Christians had
somehow shifted positions with us, and we had been mistaken for Lions.
Anunconscious war had justbegun, and as permanently branded Lions we
had lost the first, and perhaps the most precious, battle, because it was the
personal loss of innocence. The scoreboard was indelibly etched in my
mind, Christians 1/ Lions 0.

Lacey Lewis is a psychotberapist and consultant, Her practice bas been primarily devoted
to the needs and issues of the gay, leshian and HIVIAIDS community for the last four years.
She bas just completed a book on eating disorders and sexual abuse, a comedy stage play
and a mystery novel. Lacey is a fequent contributor to OutSmart Magazine.

with Dr. Bruce Smith

Dear Dr. Smith,

Recently when I brush my teeth vigorously, I notice a little bleeding
7’:"?: (t:.e f:ems Lbrush and floss regularly and bave no cavities that
3 my gums just super-sensi {
it L gums j iper-sensitive, or is my dental hygiene
Signed,
Not Quite Worried, but Almost

Dear Al,

Whatever happened to that old water-jet machine you used to have?
Isitunder the bathroom sink? Well, haul it out and clean itu pbecause I've
got good news for you! We are finding out that these devices work better
than we thought they did, if you use a certain technique. Sometimes, no
matter h(?w hard you try, your brush will not reach certain nooks 'and
crannif:s in between your teeth, under bridgework, around braces, etc.
Bacterial plaque builds up, and pretty soon your gums get sore, puffy' and
refl and they bleed when you brush. Heaven forbid youshould floss oryou
might need a blood transfusion! These are all signals of gum disease. You
should visit your dentist and find out what needs to be done. :

The technique I recommend is to first brush your teeth with a
fluoridated toothpaste and then floss. Then, fill the tank of your water jet
machine wilh very warm watcr (not hot enough to burn). Use the highest
prcssun? setting you can tolerate (you may have to gradually work u pto
the maximum setting). Position the jet tip at the space between yourteeth
exactly like you would position a tooth pick and spray for 5-10 seconds in
each area. There is no need to spray from the inside. If there is water left
over after you have finished, start over and continue until you empty the
tank.

In my practice, | have found that water-jet devices give excellent
results when used as a supplement to brushing and flossing. Remember
to visit your dentist regularly, especially if you have any of these signs of
gum disease: bleeding, swelling of gums, soreness of gums, bad breath
loose teeth or a change in the way your teeth fit together. :

Do you bave a question for Dr. Bruce Smith? Address your letters to the

good doctor at 1006 Missouri Street, Houston TX 770 call bi
iy on TX 77006 or call bim at

3300 MONTROSE BLVD. AT LOVETT

FREE

Pharmacy Delivery*
IF YOU REFER TO THIS AD

CALL 526-1239

We direct bill insurance companies. *
*Certain restrictions apply.
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W}lere It Costs Less
To Get More
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19 per month’ e
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g L] FREE WEIGHTS

AEROBICS
BODY FAT TEST

| INDOOR TRACK
COUNSELING
SUPERVISION

| WHIRLPOOLS
WET SAUNAS
DRY SAUNAS

| TANNING

SEPARATE FAGILITIES
FOR MEN & WOMEN!
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HERISTONS QUALITY 11 A1 11

(713) 5249932 * 3930 Kirby at 59 South » Pask

t * ith Level Garage behind Texaco-Skywalk Entrance
Mon-Fri 6am - 10pm * Sat & Sun 10am - 8pm * Doors lock 1 hour priot.
After Low $99 Activation Fee * Some Restrictions Appl\
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Editors note: The following two stories were
from members of HA.T.C.H. (Houston Area
Teen Coalition of Homosexuals), who trav-
elled to New York to participate in the Stone-
wall 25 and Unity Gay Games '94 activities.

DISCOVERING

FREEDOM IN NEW YORK

By Brandon P. Martin, age 18

had been waiting what seemed like years

for this day. I'm in New York. Well, actu-

ally, Newark Airport. But I was close. Man-
hattan was just an hour away—the city was
hosting the Gay Games and Stonewall 25.

Taking a shuttle to the island during rush hour
was not fun. Traffic was bumper to bumper all the
way. It was figured thatabout 500,000 people would
converge on New York in one weekend. There were
17 of us from Houston going to New York to repre-
sent HAT.CH. (Houston Area Teen Coalition of
Homosexuals). This consisted of both youth and
adult facilitators.

After two hours of driving, we finally arrived at
the Hotel Pennsylvania, which happened to be the
same hotel thatwould be housing a lot of the athletes
participating in the Games. As we entered the hotel,
I saw that the lobby was filled with gays and lesbians
from all over the world. The check-in area was a zoo,
50 it took 2 while to complete our registration. After

rough Youthful Eyes

a while we finally got our room, unpacked and
changed. With makeup on and our hair sprayed to a
number seven hurricane resistance, we were ready
to go.

Y We walked out onto 7th Avenue and were
surrounded by sky-scrapers on every side. In front of
us stood Madison Square Garden, about ten blocks
to the right, Times Square, and Greenwich Village
twelve blocks to our left. We were unsure of our
destination, so remembering the large gay popula-
tion in the Village, we headed to the left.

As we walked down the street, there were
people everywhere. Along the way, vendors sup-
plied everything from jewelry to hotdogs. The build-
ings ranged from very old, historic, elegant, 60s-style
buildings to 100-story skyscrapers. The sky was
blackened with metal and glass. The streets were
filled with a sea of yellow cabs and buses, all in a
hurry and racing by.

As we approached the Village, the buildings
grewshorter and older and seemed to havea warmer
feeling. There were coffee shops, small restaurants
and gift shops, all proudly displaying the rainbow
flag in their windows. There were men walking arm
in arm and women with muscles that could make
man envious. We knew we had arrived.

Our first order of business was to find food.
There were eateries representing every ethnicgroup
imaginable. Most of the restaurants were small,
cramped, family-owned places. We decided to play
it safe and patronize a huge, two-story Fuddruckers
that consisted of a large restaurant complete with
karaoke bar.

In the evening, we decided to attend an
alcohol-free youth dance described as being for
those 25 and under. It turned out to be a very mixed
crowd. In spite of it all, we had fun, danced, and
met many new friends.

The next two days, Friday and Saturday, con-
sisted of a lot of sightseeing expeditions. We visited
the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, Times Square, the
Polo outlet, and of course, all the gift shops in the
Village. The Village probably had 500 or more gay-
owned shops than Houston's Montrose business
scene. We also got brave and ventured into some
restaurants that, to our surprise, had great food.

Friday and Saturday the streets of the Village
were packed with people. The police had many of
the side streets blocked off from traffic. It was wall-
to-wall homosexuals. There were many different
events going on, such as carnivals, dances, drag

shows, leather balls, concerts and lots more. |
didn’t have enough money, time or energy to do
even a fourth of the scheduled activities. There was
a wide variety of people dressed in kilts, skirts,
leather, shorts, full drag, and just about anything
else imaginable. The feeling of total freedom and
equality was overwhelming. It lent a feeling of
pride and relief that we could be who we are.
Saturday night was the first night that we
really sampled the nightlife. There were numerous
dances and clubs to choose from. Inside the dances,
loud, pulsating music would fill your cars. People
were dancing under laser lights and huge sound
systems. The club scene really seemed toreflect the
overall attitude of the event, party and have fun.

The march was to begin early Su nday morning,
and HA.T.C.H. was to be right in front and lead all of
the other youth groups. We arrived at the march site
inourH A.T.C.H. tshirtsand carrying the HA. T.C.H.
banner. There were about 10 to 15 youth groups
from around the United States and Canada. One
group that really stood out was the Harvey Milk
School. They were a collection of very vocal and
diverse youths, singing and chanting, There were
thousands of people everywhere. I took 2 moment
to look up at the main parade route. The road
curved up a hill, and there were people gathered
for as far as my eyes could see,

After the Dykes on Bikes rode by, a truck
drove up and people started pulling out the mile-
long rainbow flag. As they pulled it outand walked
with it up the hill, it stretched on forever, until it
became a flowing, mile-long stream of colors, It
was truly a moving experience that made one
proud to be gay. We were next, walking proudly
with our HAT.C.H. banner, leading the way for
the rest of the youth groups. The parade route was
flooded with people cheering and yelling, There
were just as many people on the sides of the street
watching as there were marching, One of the first
stops along the route was directly in front of the
United Nations building. This stop was the main
reason we were there to march; to demand recog-
nition for our rights as human beings. As we

night was filled with dancing and meeting people
from all over the country. We did not want it to end.

Monday came and it was time to return home.
[ was not ready to leave this place of freedom and
return to the real world. The feeling of freedom was
the best part of the entire weekend. For a few days,

a half on the road, just to wash cars in the rain. Of
course! Why not? So another day I will get one step
closer to meeting my goal of raising enough money
so that I and other youth can hopefully make the
journey from Houston to New York. Why do I want
to go so badly? A year ago I did the same thing in
order to attend the March on Washington, and it
was well worth it. So once again on another rainy
Sunday, I and other young people would wash
however many cars that stopped by. On this day,
I was more than surprised as a great number of
cars actually stopped.

1 have always asked myself why I do some-
thing, before I've done it, while I'm doing it and
of course, after I've done it. All of my life 1 have
heard that “children are better seen and not
heard.” I wanted to go to New York—to be seen
AND heard!

While waiting to depart from Houston'’s
Intercontinental Airport, I was a nervous wreck. |
told my boyfriend that if I began to cry, to not
laugh at me, for I have a severe fear of flying and
of heights. I realized that if I really wanted to go,
this was how I was to get there and that I had
better just grow up. Besides, there were five other
youths and several facilitators from our group
there to calm my fears, Needless to say, I made it
{ into Newark and in one piece.

Now, I've never been to New York before,

marched on, I felt feelings of invincibility and
power. There were many other emotions and all
overwhelming. I noticed that there were many
people holding signs. One sign in particular that
really caught everyone's eye was held by awomanin
her 60’s. Her sign said “Ilove my sonand his husband
t00.” Our five-hour march ended up in Central Park.
The entire parade concluded approximately nine
hours after it began.

As we entered the park, it was time for the
moment of silence. This was a full minute of silence
to honor all the people who had died of oppression
and hatred in one form or another, whether by
violence or by inaction in the face of the worldwide
AIDS epidemic. As the moment struck, a hush fell
over the entire parade route, and everyone bowed
their heads in respect. For me, this minute was filled
with feelings of anguish and helplessness due to the
horrible plague of AIDS that hangs like a veil over our
community, The end of the 60 seconds was followed
by powerful feelings of rage and disgust. The park
was filled with yells and cries. Tears streamed down
my face as I was unable to control my emotions.

The march continued and thousands pressed
into the park towards the stage area. People gathered
to watch the musical groups, performers and speak-
ers talking about oppression. The highlight of the
entertainment for me was seeing Rupaul. Miss Thing
herself strutted out there to sing a song. As two
o'clock approached, the emotional and physical
strain of the day had taken its toll on us, We stayed for
awhile longer and then headed back to the hotel for
rest.

After a nap, the evening rolled around, and we
decided to have dinnerata great Chinese placein the
Village. Four other guys from Florida, also in New
York to enjoy the Pride weekend, joined us for
dinner. Then off we went to one of the many celebra-
tion dances going on that evening. The rest of the

H.A.T.C.H Members Brandon P. Martin(L) and
Bobby Bass(R) stand proud in front of
New York's Stonewall Inn.

we all lived in a fantasy world, we all lived in a world
that gay men and women dream about. It was the
closest to any Utopia that I had ever come, It was a
depressing feeling, that of returning to reality. The
flight home was a solemn one, mostly due to our
exhaustion, also because of the thought of returning
home, of work and everyday life. When 1 arrived in
Houston, I found out that I had been fired from my
job for taking the time off to go to New York. Still, I
would not trade the memories and feelings that 1
experienced for anything. It was the most liberating,
emotionally motivating and enraging weekend 1'd
ever experienced. A month later, I still think about it
and wish that perhaps before 1 die, that kind of
freedom can be felt by gay people in everyday life, 1
wish that my children could grow up and be proud
of their father, and, if gay, proud of themselves as
well.

UNITY '94: PAVING THE

WAY WITH PRODUCTIVITY

By Bobby Bass, age 18

t's five-thirty a.m. I hit the snooze button
for the last time. I to get out of bed and get
dressed. I look out the window—outside it
is cloudy, very cloudy. I put on a baseball
cap, throw on some shorts, and my HA.T.C H.
t-shirt. After 1 brush my teeth, wash my face,
shave and all of that stuff, I head towards the
front door and walk outside. It smells like rain.
Ibegin to ponder if 1 should drive the 78 miles
from Beaumont to Houston, spending an hour and

and I don't know if there is really anything there

that would make me want to go back. But I knew

that I was flying there that day with a strong

purpose—to participate in the march and to see
all that I possibly could. When I'say that I want to be
seen, I'want to be seenas a gay teenager. Iwas willing
to do whatever it took to further our movement. I
wanted the older gays and lesbians to see that gay
youths do something productive with our time, that
we aren't always shopping or going to clubs. I
wanted them to see that we are willing to give of
ourselves, that we are willing to go out in our own
community and beyond, even into straight socicty,
toget the word out. I wanted to spread the word that
we are normal, everyday people. That we will march
all of our lives, if it takes this, until we get the rights
that we are entitled to. I also wanted them to know
that if we, as gays and lesbians, are unhappy with
something in our lives, then we will do something
about it,

lalsowanted the older gays and lesbians to see
that we young people are grateful and that we do
appreciate all that they have done. Because when
they started out, there was not even a path—they had
to clear a path and create a road. Now it is our turn,
as gay and lesbian youth, to pave that road, to install
traffic lights, to put up stop signs and, yes, even plant
a few flowers along the way to make it more scenic.
Because after us, there will be another generation of
younger gays and lesbians, and I want to be appreci-
ated for my efforts,

The whole time I was there, | kept comparing
itto the March on Washington, and really, I could not
casily do this. In Washington, we were so visible. In
New York, we all kind of just blended into one large
mass. Unless, of course, we had on a t-shirt with
some sort of a gay logo or saying printed on it.

Continued on page 53
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Cafe Anthony’s:

Heart Healthy
in the Heart
of Montrose

by Tom Fricke

he latest addition to the game of restau
rant musical chairs on south Montrose
Boulevard brings a slice of Italy to the
area. The newaddition is Cafe Anthony’s, Owner
Anthony Russo, whose restaurant is no relation
to Anthony's of the Vallone restaurant empire,
scems to be taking a stab at the multi-unit
restaurant game with his third eatery using his
first name. Cafe Anthony’s on Montrose joins
the already established Anthony's Pizzeria on
Pineloch and Cafe Anthony’s on Bay Area Bou-
levard.
Russo’s latest endeavor seems to have cap-
tured the old world charm that was left over

Café Maison

Coffee Roastery and Espresso Bar

Coffee Roasted
To Order

Nothing Compares

Sun.-Thurs. 9am-7pm
Fri & Sat. 9am-Midnight
2089 Westheimer * 528-6750
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pizzas.

low-fat and no-cholesterol diets, Russo is dishing up what people
want, Cafe Anthony’s offers homemade low-fat breads, and all of the
pasta is made with 100 percent Durham Wheat Semolina, which
contains no fat or cholesterol. They also use 100 percent pure extra
virgin olive oil in all their cooking, as well as low-fat cheeses on their

On my most recent trip, | ordered the Fried Calamari ($5.95)
and really enjoyed Russo’s version. Cafe Anthony’s batter was very
light, yet crisp. The calamari was tender and the marinara sauce was
spicy to the point of being flavorful but not overpowering. The
Stromboli (§7.95), which is like a pizza that someone folded in half
and sealed, was filled with pepperoni, sausage, mushrooms, bell
pepper, black olives and tomato sauce. Incidentally, ifyou don't like
some of the ingredients or want to add some, just ask your waiter—
at Cafe Anthony's, service is a specialty.

The Shrimp Scampi ($12.95) is delightfully seasoned with just

a hint of garlic. I wanted to try
the Antipasti Misto (assorted
hot appetizer, $9.95) because
it is always a pleasant surprise
when the dish arrives and you
see what the assortment is. On
this day it was lightly breaded
fried mozzarella, Portabello
mushrooms in a marsalla wine
sauce, Calamari in a tomato
basil sauce (I was feeling a bit
of squid overdose by now) and
Bruchetta Bread, which is pre-
pared with Roma tomatoes,
olive oil and garlic. Another
favorite we noted while talking

from his predecessor, Gabriella’s, while creat-
ing an atmosphere that is less stuffy. One of the
key elements in the success of Montrose dining
establishments is that they be fun, and Anthony's
seems to be working toward that goal. The
tables are decorated with red and white checked
cloths and bottles of Chianti, like you might
find on a visit to “little Italy” in New York. The
walls are covered with colorfully painted mu-
rals of patrons dining and waiters serving pizza
and pastadishes. Whatever your pleasure might
be, you may dine indoors or on Cafe Anthony's
tree-shaded patio.

Russo came to the Houston area with his
family from New Jersey in 1978. His father
opened a restaurant called “Russo’s” (of all
things) in Galveston at the corner of 12th and
the Seawall. That is where Russo got his train-
ing, and he believes his success lies in the fact
that he prepares dishes in the traditional Italian
way. “There are several different types of Italian
cooking,” Russo says. “I prefer going back to the
basics.”

Cafe Anthony's provides a “heart healthy”
menu. In this day and age of calorie-conscious,

to some of the patrons was the
Heart Healthy Veggi Pizza ($8.95) made with
fresh spinach, Roma tomatoes, artichoke hearts,
onion and mushrooms.

Russo has wasted no time in entrenching
himself into the community he serves. On
August 25, he is co-sponsoring “The Bellini
Bash” to benefit Milam House, an AIDS hos-
pice serving Houston-area PWAs. Russo wants
to show his appreciation and his genuine de-
sire to be responsive to the needs of the com-
munity. Not only is this a fundraiser, but it will
also be Cafe Anthony's Grand Opening.

Cafe Anthony's serves beer, wine and
Bellinis, as well as soft drinks. There is live local
entertainment out on the patio every Saturday
night. Cafe Anthony’s takes cash and most
major credit cards; however, they do not ac-
cept checks. Located at 4315 Montrose (near
Richmond), Cafe Anthony's is open Sunday
through Thursday from 11 am to 11 pm and
Friday and Saturday from 11 am to midnight
(or later).

Tom Fricke is the proprietor of The Lovett Inn,
adistinctive Montrose bed-and-breakfast inn.

When/lf Mr./Ms. Right

Goes Right

yWrongd

Houston—How or where can I find love? Can I bave fun out there
without the fear of AIDS? How can I be sure that we're really playing
safe? When can we decide that we don’t bave to worry about using
protection? Can anyone really trust their partner?

hese are many of the typical questions

from people who call the AIDS hotline

orthose who seek HIV testing and coun-
seling. Finding love and sexual fulfillment seem
to be the two universally human quests—al-
though not necessarily in that or-
der. This search can be fraught
with many challenges, most as old
as our civilization. Until recently,
society had prescribed some basic
rules to be followed (i.e., dating
rituals). But today’s generation
faces new complications forwhich
few, if any, consistent guidelines
exist. This confusing situation is
compounded further for gay men
and lesbians who must pilot their
owncourse inamaze ofhormones,
crowded bars and attitude. With
the 1970s as a coming out period of the gay
sexual revolution, many gays and lesbians carved
a path with independently defined relation-
ships in a kind of free-for-all.

In the 1980s 2 new wrench was tossed into
the machinery: the issues of STDs, AIDS, and
safer sex. This new twist forced many to reevalu-
ate sexual expression and commitment. Instead
of being “free to do what feels good," we began
to worry about sex that kills.

These new fears were dealt with in many
ways. Some denied the dangers. Some became
celibate. Some tried to limit sex partners to
those who “looked healthy or young,” fooling
themselves into a false sense of security. Still
others searched for options to reduce the risk, if
not eliminate it

Today, our community has been devas-
tated by AIDS and there is strong peer pressure
for safer sex. But while most gay men (and some
lesbians) are aware and playing safe, the mes-
sage still eludes many. The big problem today is

by Bart Loeser

that it is NOT OK to admit to difficulty with
staying safe, thus we don't talk about the issue.
Many are not really clear on the risks that are
out there and sometimes we make mistakes. So
many ofus are scared to death, but we don’t talk
about it with anyone.

Safer sex workshops were
developed to address these is-
sues to help individuals learn to
safely enjoy whatever expression
of sexuality they choose. They
are non-threatening, entertain-
ing forumsdesigned toteardown
the walls of fear, examine sexual
attitudes and learn the facts. The
workshops utilize games and role
playing to discuss typical sexual
situations and explore the many
options for safer eroticism.

AIDS Foundation—Houston (AFH) offers
these free workshops on a regular basis, on the
3rd and 4th Tuesdays of each month (August 16
and 23), 7-9 pm at their office, 3202 Weslayan
Annex. They are also available in “Safer Sex
House Party" format. Anyone can host a house
party for their friends, choosing any time, date
and place. It is a great way to entertain, as well
as share valuable information with groups of
ten or more friends. It costs nothing, and there
are lots of prizes (and surprises). Please call
AFH at (713) 623-6796 for more information,
Remember, excuses won't protect you, but
knowledge and the right attitude can. There is
no need to sacrifice safety to have a good time,

Bart Loeser coordinates and promotes various
discussions and classes through AIDS Founda-
tion Houston's Wellness Program. For more
information regarding these programs or the
montbly Wellness Calendar, contact Bart at
(713) 623-6796.
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4100 Westheimer ¥ Suite 235

264-1671

SERVICE AND
REBUILDING

* Tuning

* Repair

* Regulation
Voicing

James B. Kozak, RPT.

23 years in business

863-8608
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DON’T WORRY!
BE HAPPY'!

As you slowly wake up, you remember what a wonderful day you had
yesterday. A cool front bad passed through town, bringing bright blue
skies, a fresh, clean breeze and a full, white moon. You and your
partner spent the day together, laughing, talking and enjoying each

other's company. After a wonderful dinner, you retired for the
evening. As you lie in bed this morning, you can bear the birds

splashing and playing in the birdbath outside the window.
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BY JULIE LARUE, LUTCF

F rom the other room, you can barely
make out the sound of machinery purr-
ing. The smooth, well-oiled bearings,
carrying out the job as they were intended, give
you a feeling of security. In the top portion of
this machine is a slot steadily emitting dollar
bills. Maybe yours provides you with $50, $100,
$500 or more.

Because this machine does this every day
and you would be financially devastated if the
machine stopped producing this money, you
decided to purchase insurance on your ma-
chine. This insurance says that if and when your

machine ever quits working, the in-
surance will provide you with the same
amount of money the machine would have
produced, asifithad neverstopped. Although
you're not required to own this type of insur-
ance, you can't believe anyone would be with-
out it. You feel satisfied knowing you took the
time to get professional advice and an insur-
ance plan that works for you and your machine.
In real life, your partner is your money
machine and you are theirs. Our partners can
be described in many ways—loving, caring,
trustworthy, hardworking, gorgeousand hand-
some, just to name a few. I've never heard
anyonc call their partner a money machine, yet
that describes exactly an aspect of the relation-

ship. One reality of life is, as we become in-
volved in committed relationships, marriages
and partnerships, we create financial responsi-
bilities with that person. You both use your
incomes to pay bills, dine out, vacation and
invest, creating a certain lifestyle. You must ask
yourself, “Can I continue my lifestyle, paying
my bills, living in my home, doing what I like to
do, if my partner died tonight?” It’s a hard
question to ask and answer, It's hard to think

DIRTY BLINDS?

We have the solution!

Ultra Sonic Cleaning
Gets the whole blind
clean even the cord!

A-Able Venetian Blind Co., Inc.
1621 Westheimer
522-0511
Cleaning, Sales and Service
Mon-Fri * 9-5
Sat by Appointment

1

Seely M. Gerraughty,
LMSW-ACP, LMFT
Individual and Family Therapy
Clinical Social Worker, Licensed
Marriage & Family Therapist
Specializing in
Grief Work and Medical Concerns
Medicare Assignment Accepted

2715 Bissonnet Suite 201 « Houston, TX 77005

(713) 526-4487

* NEw anD Usep

* ANTIQUES

* CONSIGNMENTS

* ESTATE PURCHASES

Alabama

Furnitare
& Accessoried.

539 W. Alabama * 526-5171

Located across from Crossroads Market
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of yourself as vulnerable and easier to believe nothing will ever happen
toyou or your partner, that you'll both live to be 100 years old. That may
be true, but what ifit’s not? What if your money machine—your partner—
died tonight? People who want to take responsibility for their financial
lives recognize that proper life insurance planning is crucial to protect
themselves from financial devastation. Yes, it's more fun to talk about
your investments, but life insurance is crucial in the event of a premature
death.

Many people realize the value of life insurance and may purchase
mortgage insurance or credit life insurance. Mortgage insurance is
generally offered through your mortgage company and will pay the loan
balance on your home in the event of an owner’s death. Credit life
insurance is generally purchased through credit card companies and
other lending institutions that are extending some type of credit to you.
These types of purchases may include cars, appliances, furniture and
computers. As with mortgage insurance, these policies will pay off the
balance of your debt in the event of your death. Did you know that these
are actually some of the most expensive types of life insurance you can
purchase? Mortgage insurance is generally not transferable from one
home to the next. If you decide to move and purchase mortgage
insurance on the new home, you start from scratch again.

A more economical and sound financial approach is one in which
you consider your debts, the income your partner needs to have replaced
in the event of your death, the mortgage balance, future federal estate
taxes and other financial factors. Once these needs have been discussed
with a professional advisor, you can then choose the appropriate type of
insurance to meet those needs.

There is another financial consideration to think about concerning
life insurance. Because we are considered single by the IRS, we are only
alloweda $600,000 exclusion from federal estate taxes. The federal estate
taxis imposed on the transfer of your assets. Uponyour death, your assets
are assigned a value and taxed accordingly. If those assets total more than
$600,000, you'll be paying federal estate taxes. When you add your
savings and investments, the value of your homes, the 401K and retire-
ment plans you've pumped money into for years, inheritances from
parents, siblings and friends, you may easily have an estate valued at over
$600,000. Once over that amount, the IRS starts taking 37%, which
increases with higher values. The life insurance plan that you own today
to care for your partner can now become the solution for paying those
federal estate taxes. Your tax bill—let's say it’s $200,000—has to be paid
within nine months of the date of your death. Your life insurance
premiums through your life were, oh, say, $50,000. Your executor uses
your $200,000 death benefit to pay that bill, which you only paid $50,000
for in premiums. Your estate just saved $150,000. In this scenario,
everyone wins. The IRS is happy; they got their money. Your partner,
most importantly, got your assets as you directed. And you're in heaven,
cruising on to your next life with no guilt,

Life insurance planning is an important, critical part of your finan-
ciallife. It should be done first. Proper planning can help you to live your
life without worry.

As the sun rises higherin the sky and you begin to awaken fully, what
asurprise! Your loving, caring, generous, gorgeous partner has brought
you breakfast in bed! Have a nice day!

Julie LaRue, LUTCF bas authored several articles and conducted seminars on financial
issues facing the gay community. A native Texan, she graduated in 1981 from the
University of Texas at Arlington, where she competed on its nationally ranked volleyball
team. She is a Registered Representative and Investment Advisory Associate with Calvert
Securities Corporation, a registered broker-dealer and investment advisor and member
of The Acacia Group. Information is general in nature. Be sure to consult an attorney for
specific legal advice. For more information regarding this article, contact Ms. LaRue at
713/888-3500.

EYES ARE PRECIOUS

Located in *The Guild® Office Complex
Eyes Are Precious 3701 W. Alabama #310
1o the ,(on the first floor) I towaras

(‘:lbn. West Alabama S1, | Montose
If you've spent 1o ? <2210 ﬁ
much elsewhere... = Pt E
Don't look back! 2 £

most designer frames under $180 and all
our frames come with single vision lenses
(includes free uy and scratch-resistant
coating and polish)

from the perfectly sensible to the perfectly outrageous
convenient hours - saturdays, sundays & most evenings
exams for CMV Retinitis « preventive care » treatment for eye infections
* * we have Dr. Thomas S. Johnson's records s »
¢ ¢+ 3701 W. Alabama #310 (on the First Floor | I

Dr. Sue Moss optometist 961-9705

William A. Scott, LMsw-Acp
Psychotherapist
New Counseling Center

3415 Graustark
Houston, Texas 77006

(713) 529-1913

* Offering a full range of psychotherapy and counseling services
* Serving the Lesbian and Gay Community for over |7 years

* Founder of the Montrose Counseling Center

* Sliding ScaleFees — Insurance Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN:
Anxiety » Depression * Couple's Counseling * Grief + Intimacy Issues
Self-Image Building * Mid-life Issues
HIV Support Group and Counseling * Hypnotherapy

Certified Chemical Dependency Specialist

THE MiLLioN DoLIAR PARTY

COMING IN SEPTEMBER

WATCH FOR YOUR INVITATION. ..
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BY SANDRA WILKINS

bolstered by the way I got into the travel

profession—because TRAVEL found me, I
didn’tseek it out as my life's work. Having been
a high school English teacher, graduate stu-
dent, journalist, professional chef, and consult-
ant on Middle East relocation for Americans, it
seemed by age 32 I'd had nineteen different
careers. By this time I'd lived in England for 5
years and traveled extensively, butldidn’t know
a darned thing about how the travel industry
works. Then, suddenly, in 1978 my consulting

I 'm a firm believer in destiny, and this was

TRAVEL

THE EDUCATED GAY TRAVELER

company came toa dead end, and I was in dire
need of a job.

One night at a dinner party for Zapata
Offshore, 1 was seated next to a fellow who
owned atravel agency. We chatted and I related
what I'd been doing for the past ten years when
he impulsively leaned over and said, “why
don’t you come work for me as a corporate
travel sales rep?” I replied “I don’t know sh..
about travel.” “You'll learn,” he said. And so I
did.

Sixteen years later I'm owner of a travel
agency and totally love my work. It's people
intensive, and it allows me to use all the skills
and talents I've acquired in my other careers. It
still amazes me that most people don’t under-
stand a thing about what a travel agent does,
and over 60% of people that go through air-
ports every day still don't have a ticket in hand

1
!> PIEBLOT] PiOPli

i Houston, Texas

> In the Museum District
A (713) 526-6591

A

* GAMES « DOOR PRIZES

Travel in Style, Inc.
2425 West Loop South #500
Houston, TX 77027

(713) 621-0247

4809 Montrose

Travel-In-Pride—Kick-Off Party

AUG. 29, 6-9 PM, 611 HYDE PARK PUB
HORS D'OEUVERS  ENTERTAINMENT

Raffle drawing for Fiesta Texas fickets

Peru * Guatemala * Mexico * Colombia and Beyond

Marketing high quality crafts, clothing and organic coffees, dried fruits
and nuts for low income artisians and farmers of the Third World

EXTENDING THE HAND OF FRIENDSHIP

BRING IN THIS AD FOR A FREE
FRIENDSHIP BRACELET

Door prizes donated by:
Toto Tours, R.S.V.P. Tours

and a night at the Lovett Inn

Tr 1\'cl In Pl ide

Body Positiy
S ||I|x s1 |
g

Pueblo to People invites you to come
by and discover something exciting A

Treasures from:

VZNY N7

For mail order catalog call 1-800-843-5257
N

until they buy it at the counter at the airport!
Amazing.

So, I'd like to cover some basics about
travel from time to time in my articles for Out
Smart, in the hopes that being an educated
traveler will enrich this delightful aspect of
your lives.

First, with few exceptions, all services
provided by a travel agent are FREE, If you call
Continental for a ticket to Miami and the cost is
$398.00, you can book it direct with them,
charge it and have it mailed to your home, or
you can call a travel agent and get the same
ticket for exactly the same price.

A travel agency's income is generated by
commissions they earn on all types of travel
product sales. This includes airline tickets, car
rentals, hotel reservations, tour and package
vacations, cruises...the whole range of compo-
nents that make up a pleasure trip, or a busi-
ness trip. Each supplier along the way will pay
an average 10% commission if a travel agent
“books” or “sells” their product. When your
travel agent issues your airline ticket, reserves
your car and hotel, and perhaps sells you a one
day sightseeing tour of the city, each company
willin turn send us a check for having made the
booking with them,

The advantages of developing a close
working relationship with your travel agency
are many. First, their job is to do all the com-
parison shopping for you, and they have state-
of-the-art technology to do so. Yesterdaya man
called complaining about the quote of $1,100
he'd just received from American Airlines for a
trip to New York on a Monday, with areturnon
Wednesday. He had the required 14 days in
advance to qualify fora much lower fare, buthe
was not staying over a Saturday night, the usual
requirement for the lowest fare.

The $1,100 fare quote by American was
legitimate, but I told him abouta special fare on
United which costs $398.00 roundtrip, did not
require a Saturday night stay, nor advance
purchase. It did, however, require that the
passenger change planes in Chicago, en route
to New York. Well, in order to instantly save
$702, he had no problem at all with changing
planes.

Whenyou call atravel agent and give them
your dates of travel and your destination city,

they can immediately plug a comparative fare
quote request into their computerized reserva-
tions system. The screen pops up with more
than 30 fares that exist between those two
cities, starting with the least expensive and
moving up to business class and first class fares.
This process takes about 30 seconds, gives the
passenger current information and availability,
and canbe confirmed in under 90 seconds. This
is a far cry from sitting on hold for 4 to 10
minutes with each airline if you're shopping
around for the lowest fares.

The same holds true for car rentals and
hotels. If you want to rent a convertible in
Miami for a weekend, we plug in the request
and Voila! All companies offering convertibles
at the Miami airport instantly appear on the
screen, with rates ranging from least to most
expensive listed. A hotel request through the
computer system will immediately tell us if a
hotel is available or not, if it has 2 weekend or
corporate rate, and lists in detail the location of
the hotel, room types and amenities, special
services offered (i.c., free transportation be-
tween the airport and hotel, etc.), and can be
reserved, guaranteed, and confirmation num-
ber returned in about 60 seconds.

S0, in under five minutes with one phone
call to a reputable, professional travel agent,
you can “shop” all your travel requirements for
atrip, confirm each segment, have special infor-
mation entered, like frequent flyer numbers
and special meal requests, and have this com-
pleted package neatly tied up AT ABSOLUTELY
NO COST TO YOU.

Most travel agencies specialize in a certain
type of travel. For instance, a majority of agen-
cies concentrate on serving commercial ac-
counts, Several agencies specialize in tours and
cruises, and some serve a small market segment
of independent travelers who like to design
their own vacations.

When your trave! agent recommends to
you a particular tour or cruise company, or gay/
lesbian hotel or guest house, they are putting
their reputation on the line, knowing that to
retain you as a good client requires their stand-
ing behind the companies they recommend.

Ofcourse, asinall oflife, disappointments
occur. I may have sold Nancy’s Bed & Breakfast
in Provincetown 30 times in the past with happy
clients returning to me, but last week Nancy
sold her B&B to Mary Smith, who happens tobe
agnarlyold thing, and doesn't give ahoot about
the appearance of the rooms or quality of the
food and service. No one has control over these
kinds of circumstances, but again, a good travel
agent will act in your behalf when you return
unhappy by contacting the establishment in
question and letting your dissatisfaction be
known, plus tell Mary New Owner not to expect
any other clients from our agency to come her
way. In essence, you've got the combined

buying power of an agency that sends lots of
business to these companies fighting your indi-
vidual battle, and that will frequently carry a lot
of influence.

Travel agents who specialize in putting
together a client's “dream trip” need to have a
wealth of personal destination experience in
order to expertly craft the client’s ideal itiner-
ary. It wouldn't make much sense to have
someone organize a two-week driving tour of
the northern lake district in Italy if they hadn’t

WHEN YOUR TRAVEL
AGENT RECOMMENDS
TO YOU A PARTICULAR
TOUR OR CRUISE COM-
PANY, OR GAY/LES-
BIAN HOTEL OR GUEST
HOUSE, THEY ARE PUT-
TING THEIR REPUTA-
TION ON THE LINE...

done it themselves. With this in mind, always
qualify the actual hands-on experience of the
travel agent before you place your dreams, not
to mention your money, in their hands.

In future issues we'll address new educa-
tional travel topics, such as the ABCs of interna-
tional travel, dos and don'ts of gay/lesbian
travel in foreign countries, etc. If there is a
particular topic of interest Out Smart readers
may have, please give me or the magazine a call.
We'd love to provide you with that information.

As 1 say, au revoir this time. I'll leave you
with the just-released results of the 1994 Editor’s
Choice Awards for gay/lesbian travel, courtesy
of Out and About, edited by Billy Kolber.

SERVICE AND

INFORMATION PROVIDERS!:
* AIRLINE OF THE YEAR: Continental—For their
ground-breaking sponsorship of Gay Games IV, and
presence at gay and lesbian travel expos nationwide.
* CARRENTALCOMPANY OF THE YEAR: Avis-For
recognizing gay couples as spouses and not assess-
ing additional driver surcharges,
* GUIDEBOOK: Inn Places—An extremely useful
travel guide book with no sexual content.
* TRADE PUBLICATION: Travel Weekly—For
their extensive and continuing coverage of the gay
travel market.
* SPONSOR: Miller Brewing Company—For
their omnipresent sponsorship of gay events, AIDS
fundraising and community advertising and sup-

port,

ORGANIZED EVENT, TOUR AND

CRUISE COMPANIES

* ATLANTIC EVENTS: For putting one of

the most popular but blatantly heterosexual vaca-

tion destination (Club Med) on the gay map.

* OLIVA CRUISES: For their unequaled cus-

tom-designed short excursion program.

* TOTO TOURS: For developing consistently

interesting, unusual and affordable itineraries.

* UNDERSEA EXPEDITIONS: For creat-

ing comfortable opportunities for gay women and

men within an unusually homophobic niche travel

market.

OuT & ABOUT HALL OF FAME
HANNS EBENSTEN: For originating the con-
cept of organized gay travel more than 20 years ago.

GUESTHOUSES
For gay-specific accommodations setting new
standards for quality, amenities and service.
Brass Key, Provincetown * Big Ruby's, Key West ¢
Harlow Club, Palm Springs * Royal Palms, Ft. Lau-
derdale * Colonial House, New York City

ROCK BOTTOM DESIGNEES
* CAYMAN ISLANDS: The most homopho-
bic and unfriendly tourist destination in the Carib-
bean.
* HILTON HOTELS: For not censuring a
senior executive's fight against gay marriage rights in
Hawaii,
* SANDALS RESORTS: For allowing only
Heterosexual couples at its “couples only” resorts

Sandra B. Wilkins, M.A, is Vice President of
Sales with Brown-Wilkins & Associates Travel
Inc., 3311 Richmond, Suite 230, Houston, TX
77098. Get your American Tourister off the
shelf and call ber at (713) 942-0664.

housov-
kol man

1. A woman-owned business
pu]s]\/ml in quality graphics
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}nn\. ir weart of Montrose
ad) Hx ing many and varied
features t. Producing design,
illustration, camera work, print
ing and bindery. adv. 1. To
increase the client's business
manifold. 2. To satisfy the client
House of Coleman - 901 West
Houston 77006 *(713) 52
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FUTURE

ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19)

With an attitude of laughter and joy, Aries
could go through a trying time, burdened by the
problems of friends or family. Being placed in the
riddle of a confrontation could force you to draw
lines. Does Aries compromise the truth or not?
People could get hurt and loyalties could be
tested. Remain true and, in the end, everyone
Wins,

Forever there is a need for more money. A
much-needed vacation is thirsted after, now more
than ever, Even though the money is there, don't
spend it too fast. Unexpected expenditures could
occur, Iftime away can be taken, by all means take
it. It could be some time before it's offered
again.

Allin all, smile. The path to life eternal is
smoothed out. If only for a time, smile.

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20)

Abounding with opportunities, life offers
you a new direction—a comfortable home, a
satisfying relationship, love, beauty, sex, mar-
nage and security, a way to see yourself out
of the past difficulties. . .. For some time you
have denied yourself this magic because of
others around you. You have delayed your
good fortune, perhaps because others aren't
as fortunate. But this can no longer continue.
Dead weight will fall and the oppressive
shackles shall crumble.

If married, times could be tense. Decide
what you want and go for it. If single, HOO-
RAY! Romance is everywhere! This may not
be a time for something serious, but cupid's
arrows are certainly aflight.

You are entenng into a cycle of manifes-
tation. Ideas, projects and emotions all begin
to take form, Fantasies now become reality.

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20)

An opportunity for renewal, rest and healing
Is present in your life now, but you may be
unaware of it. Anxiety, insecurity and lack of
confidence have overshadowed your eyes 5o that
you cannot see the blessings in your own life. A
sign of hope is indicated. You need to relax your
attitude and not fear the unknown. Look to
tomorrow as an adventure. Everything you re-
quire now for your continual growth is nght
beneath you.

The Hand of God is now placed upon you. ft
will guide you through a difficult period, whether
the difficulty is related to love or finance. Spiritual
guidance is offered, but does this guidance come
from your own unconscious mind in the form of
dreams, fantasies, feminine intuition, or an outside
source? In any case, you need to understand that
all things cannot be controlied by your hands

M A

alone. To try to force something beyond your own
control could be self-defeating,

Financially, unforeseen bills could crop up. Be
careful—watch how you spend. Alone time could
be elusive as it seems the whole world wants to
talk to you. For now, just kick back and deal with
it. Your much-needed R & R shall come.

CANCER (JUNE 21-JuLY 22)
Many Cancers could feel themselves riding on
an emotional roller coaster. For some, love can be
the hardest gift in life, Knowing what you want can
be one thing, but actually getting it could be quite
another. With Cancer’s sense of commitment and

FOR THE WORLD

Magic, love and mystery fill the soul of the
planet. The cycle of rebirth begins now. In a
crystallized state, the universal energy be-
came still and uncreative. But through love
and warmth, the motber begins to beal and,
with ber, so do ber children. No longer will the
planetary field stagnate. Movement occurs.
Everyone’s dead weight shall be dropped and
an inner psychic bealing shall take place. To
keep this universal state of bliss, we must do
something as a whole to create life. Learn to
talk to the trees. Whisper with the animals.
Make love in a forest. She is alive, and through
ber, so are we alive. Blessings to us all.

determination, it can be hard. For some time you
have been focusing on an emotional situation that
surrounds you. Although you have made leaps and
bounds in dealing with it, you still feel as though
you've gotten nowhere, My advice is to grab hold
of the reins and pull the situation to a stop! Throw
out your old garbage and start fresh. Only then will
you feel strong and able to persevere,

Health issues could become a major focus this
manth. A cloudy mind and a stress-filled body
doesn't help the situation. Indulge in a massage or
an aromatherapy treatment. Leam to relax. For
Cancer | suggest many nice, long, warm baths filled
with the scent of sandalwood and rose petals.

-O UT L O O K

LEO (JUuLY 23-AUGUST 22)

With Leo's sense of pride and optimism, this
period could be a difficult one. Lion Kings and
Queens now move into a time filled with uncer-
tainty. This could leave Leo feeling very alone, and
depression could become very marked. Fears and
phobias become extremely pronounced as you
try to stuff your emotions. In your own way, you
need to find someone around you, to help make
you smile. A wise hand is offered to give you
strength in the coming time.

Move forward with caution, taking nothing in
stride or to the extreme. A blessing in disguise is
offered to you. Through these sudden events, a

new path shall be aid for you . Through

sorrow shall come enlightenment. If married,
you need to leam to open up; not everyone
knows what's going on inside of you. If single,
exercise caution in all affairs of the heart.
Leamn to play again, like a child. Swing in

the park, dance in a field of flowers, have a

picnic, Allow Mother Earth to lend a helping

hand.

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22)

Inatime of reflection, you cometo anew
awareness that the past is the past. Yesterday
is no longer today. For the first time in a long
while, you feel an inner push, a call from within
to make an important change. This change
may be practical, such as starting a new job or
looking at life in a new way. At first, you feel
the need to be frivolous, to act without
thinking or to allow your immediate desires
to control you. You buy things you do not
truly need, go places simply forthe sake ofthe
going. This is a time of regeneration, a time for
you to shed your skin.

If looking for love, possibilities abound.
Someone you've felt rejected by returns, and
the beginning of a beautiful romance could

begin. Parties are all around and your social life
takes off again.

If mammied, there's a lot of work that needs to
be done on building confidence in the relation-
ship. Leam to get intimate; give in equal ways.

Plant the flower of Myrtle around your home.
Mark the end and the beginning while bringing the
aura of Love back into your space.

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-0CT. 22)

Now would be a good time to watch how
you spend your money. It cannot be too highly
stressed, do not overextend.

If married, money could become a major
issue. With only one of you pulling the weight and
the other struggling, other ways of creating finan-
cial security need to be found. Ignoring this prob-
lem could only make problems worse, creating
tension that could be avoided in the relationship.
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In general, in the past Libra handled problems
by pushing everything over an emotional fence. If
you let nothing approach you, then nothing could
hurt you. But now this method no longer works.
Being placed back into reality brings about a shift.
An opportunity could be offered to create some-
thing new and wonderful in your life. But because®
of past mistakes, you are hesitant. Without risks,
life would be very boring. Kick off your heels and
revel; this could be the change you've been waiting
for.

With Venus as Libra's ruler, the magic of
danceis recommended. Let herjoy of living fill your
soul as your feet dance to the song of life.

SCORPIO (OcT. 23-Nov. 21)

Recently Scorpio has been in a muddled state,
for life has not been giving the Scorpion what it
wants. Get ready for all that to change. Like a fairy
tale, a wish could now be fulfilled. A new relation-
ship, for those who are interested, is offered. The
retum of a past love could also be indicated.
Something new, something fresh is presented. It is
offered to give you a clear path to happiness.

Partnerships in business are also indicated.
This is a good time to form partnerships on any
level. This time is very powerful for business.
Starting a business could be your best choice now,
for financially you are on the upswing, This is also
a good time for buying or selling property, or
working on any type of loan.

One warning: although all is good, care needs
to be taken in scattering one's self and one's
projects. Take on only as much as you can handle,
and no more.

Allin all, this coming cycle will be very benefi-
cial for Scorpio. The only thing you need to
remember is that this time is yours—if you play
your cards right, you could win the jackpot. Go
with Love.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-DEc. 21)

With Sag entering into a cycle of self-explora-
tion and understanding, the realizations could be
astounding,

Fighting to hold together a dying situation
could leave you feeling less than whole, You need

to step out of yourself, so that you can regain the
confidence that you require to be strong again.
Maybe then you can make this situation work. At
first it will seem irreparable, but soon you could
find the pieces to bring the harmony back again.

Ancther indication is that assistance from a
definite guide is being offered—sometimes a psy-
chic from within—but more often a real person
who will help you in your self-discoveries.

The focus here is on the self. For a period, do
not concem yourself with the external; let your
inner-child sing free. Visions will fill your mind and
songs will fill your ears. In times of the greatest
stress, that inner child could be your best salvation,

CAPRICORN (DEc. 22-JAN. 19)

With life moving very slowly, Capricom could
be feeling very ungrounded. With this sense of
ungroundedness, the goat will begin to search for
other methods of security. Grabbing onto every-
thing that comes their way, they could overdo it
just a little.

Here we see a waming: do not actimpulsively.
A careful, well-thought-out plan is required, Start-
ing a new business or spending large sums of
money would not be wise. If you are unhappy in
your current situation, then change it. It seems,
though, that your current problems lie mainly in
your inability to change other aspects of your life,
50 you haveto channel the energy somewhere. Or
perhaps you've just reached a distinct level of
boredom. Nonetheless, rather than change these
issues, you will find it sufficient to simply rise above
them. Later, aid will be offered and an alternative
plan will go into effect. Money issues will improve
as your attitude gets better. Fill your home with the
scent of sandalwood and bask in its spirit.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 18)

Aquanius must remain strong through this
period of material instability. With life not follow-
ing along your chosen path, it can leave you feeling
empty and trapped. At this time, all you can do is
be strong. Use love and will, not force, to surpass
your present difficulties. You could end up moving
or taking a little trip, which will be a blessing in
disguise. In any case, watch how you spend your

money; you may not have as strong a cash flow as
you used to.

This is a time for you to get back to your
center. By doing this, your mind becomes clearand
your direction in life will become focused again, If
single; love is all around, don't be afraid to ask
someone out. An old romance could pop back up
into your life, or someone you meet could seem as
though you've known them forever,

With the aid of a friend, you will move into a
much better and more positive space. The past ties
will be released and a new life will form. Trust in the
power of the infinite.

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20)

Your past efforts now become success and
achievement, the kind which you can finally enjoy.
You have worked hard in bringing about change in
your life, and now you may be rewarded. At first
this could be difficult to visualize, the sun having
been so clouded over for so long.

If married, your partner could begin to cause
you to feel tense and uptight. Little things could set
you off. A little solitude could go a long way.

If single, no comment. People will most likely
begin to annoy you, more so now than ever. In the
area of health, extra special care needs to be taken.
Yourenergy could be low; some unknown ailment
could anise. Shut no one out and leam to commu-
nicate your emotions. Through this a solution to
better health can be found.

The key is to remember when people are
trying to help. You need help—so let them.

Joseph Molina has lived and studied the sacred
sciences for over | 4 years and is @ practicing psychic
in Houston. He specializes in Tarot, combined with
clairvoyant insights for personal growth. Joseph also
teaches and guides students in their development
and is available for private consultations. For more
information, call (713) 527-8135.
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
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Brian Tihansky, CPM
Direct: 722-5212
Fax: 722-5252

TIPS in Texas Real Estate, Inc.
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A Bed and Breakfast

Friendly and Casual...A quiet retreat
among trees, with a pool and hot
tub, only 2 1/5 blocks to the harbor
* gourmet breakfast included.

Spacious Honeymoon Suite,
Master Suite & Guest House

N Corpus Christi/Rockport
732 S. Pearl St.
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PSYCHOTHERAPY/COUNSELING Furniture
Tony Carroll, MSW 1937 LBXINGION .o.covrrsevees 522-3045 Alabama Fumiture 539 W. Alabama ... s 5265171
M. Gerraughty, LMSW-ACP, LMFT2715 Bissonnet, Ste., 201 ........... 526-4487 Gifts
Kreller & Associates, ING. ................. 1801 Huldy St. Suite 15 ..... .529-8017 Celebrations To Go Gift BaSK8!S ..........vveevvecene 3406 Audubon ..........ecummee .. 520-1674
Montrose Counseling Cenler .................... 701 Richmond AVE .....oo.ooove 529-0037 Singing Cavsalulﬁ:.g:g&?ma ................ 3406 AuduDON ....vvunrreeessenee 520-7171
ACCOMODATIONS Comerstone Mo s I e Becky Smith ................... 621-4663 Bill Scott, LM.S.W.-ACP. ............... New Counseling Center .............c.... 529-1913 Groceries,
The Lovett Inn 501 LOVEH .ooorcroren 5205224 JAG Residemialmages, Inc. A Diana Thomas, M.A., LP.C.......... 4100 Westheimer, Ste. 235 ................ 264-1671 Fiesta Market B —— 529-7352
Montrose Inn 408 Avondale T 500-0206 Pride MOMIGAGE .v....voosrr Sl Patrick Vachon, LM.S.W.-A.C.P. ...... New Counseling Cemer ............cu.. 529-1913 ;:OW pe g o 3300 Montrose ...........uue. 526-7865
Desert Hearts CoWgirl Club (BANGBIA) ..............c..ccoorveereererromeesserees 210-796-7446 wak; - Supp e .
Lafitte Guest House New Orleans ......... 1-800-331-7971 FITNESS CENTERS FSIEzAaLmEeS;:d'I;E Sﬁ%VICEries TR g em l:gohgdlw U110 R— 5-8500
The Ruby Slipper B&B (Taos, NM) 505-758-0613 Midtown Spa ¥ 3100 Fannin .........cummeenens 5§22-2379 D:vs e 150N Froperties ...... - AiBDAMA Sule 10T wiccvvcvnsnsssre Personal p,omge Pepper Defense 6615536
ACCOUNTING SERVICES FITNESSHEALTH CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINING Ron Duster (Swilley-Hudson) ... Venetian Blinds (Service and Sales)
Julia A, Siska CPA 8911 OPEIKA .. 4601885  Body Balance .......... 2425 SUNSE ... 520-9916 Jane Foltyn (MarLand & Associates Real Estate) A- Able Venetian Blinds C0. INC. ... 1621 Westheimer ................ 5220511
FitNess EXCHANG ........ccuvwuwscssssmessnssnsee 3930 Kirby #8300 .oovvervvserens 524-9932 Richard Hill (Swillay-Hudson) 1501 Heights . SERVICES
APARTMENTS/RENTALS RABCIE MOCTIBAICS oot ssbons ol e 523-5330 Lee Hudman (Acker-Blum)........ 1939 W. Gray . =
Memorial Club 904 WeStCOH cvvvvrrvrrerrens 864-7312 Marcia Livingstona Business Services
HAIR STYLISTS / FASHION Glen Razak 661-7579 Personal AssistantKathy Braesicke 840-8957
ATTORNEYS All Dacked Out - Tracy Gilmore.................. 3502 S. Shepherd . Tips In Real EState ... 1311 Sherwood Forest ... 722-5200 g‘“'“i
Cordell & Haley, L.L.P. ..........ccc.cormmnee 2014 Commonwealth 522-2488 Robin Hoods ........ 315 W. Alabama ts & Cravings 863-8899
Moore & Hunt 3608 Audubon Place RELIGIOUS SERVICES Cleaning
Robert M. ROSBNDEY ............. 1001 Texas Ave., Ste. 940 ............... 2227114 INSURANCE Ancient Catholic-Episcopal Church 529-5363 GrﬁoMyefs 7845739
Farmers Insurance Pippa Wiy ............cccc. 957-4297 En-Lighten Up .....ccccccrrrevnrnn 3404 W. LAMAY .....cconrcrrnn 520-6996 Holden's mﬂﬂd Office Cleaning Services 856-2364
CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS Rob SChMerer ..o v 6575 West Loop SOUth#185 ..........occcee 661-7700 Jewish Congregation 7487079 Man Maid Cleaning Service 893-9737
Gay Men's ChOTUS ...........ccouummmmmesmeneens ... P.O. Box 541004 . MCC Maranatha Fellowship ........ 811 Westheimer, Ste. 110A ..........cccevnnns 528-6756 E:Mmlc:_lmhrla
Houston Triangle Divers ... .P.0. Box 721752 . HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS MCCR Houston 1919 DOCAIU ..vvovcevcesseene 861-9149 m":" cha.l' rectors & Cemetaries 465-8900 659-3000
Houston Outdoor Group ... ... P.0. Box 980893 Chiropractic Home Health
Dr. Jarry Martin, P.C. ......ccoccevursnssomerin 5252 Westchester ................. 660-7722 RESTAURANTS & COFFEE BARS Lifeline Health Care INC. .........uuw. 1210 N. Post Oak #150 ........cuuvvuns 682-8150
COMMUNITY SERVICES Dentists Cafe Maison 2089 WESINGIMEN ......oovvrerene 528-6750 ::Vg' Mt
AIDS Equity LEAGUB .........ccveriermmesrssssasennne P.O. Box 980307 .................... 871-0092 Bruce W. Smith, D.D.S. ....oocvcoicririnnscccssneniernne 1006 Missoufi .................: .. 529-4364 Java Java Cafe X O,le ing Company
AIDS Foundation Houston . 3202 Weslayan Annex Physicians Museum Restaurant & Bar JN'” A KW
AIDS Mastery WOrSNOP .......c.uv.uvveerivessensesnns 3404 W Lamar Steve D. Martinez, M.D. ................ 3400 Montrose Bivd. #200 .................... 521-9444 T00pees Coffee Co. ........ummmmmmmsismisumissns 1830 W, Alabama ames B. zlgk =
AVES (Amigos AIDS Volunteers ) ........ 2510 Broad St. #200 Plaza Clinical Treatment Cenler................... 1200 Binz#630 Sterling Club me'ﬂ'ln raph ¥
Bering Community Service Foundation .............. 1440 Harold Physical Therapists :obur of Coleman 801 W. Alabama
BOGY POSHIVE .....ovecvsevcccrivesssrrsnrs 1475 W. Gray #176-177 Proflex—Delma Cardona 5300 Memorial Dr. #540 RETAIL Mot Bowes 5000 A
Dizinger Foundation 3701 Montrose Southampton Medical Group......... 4101 Greenbriar Ste. 200 Antiques A —— Richmond Ave
Montrose Clinic 1200 Richmond Patricia D. Salvato, M.D. ...........c..mreeren 7800 Fannin #300 River Oaks Antiques Center ..........cuwwemme 2119 Westheimer Tanning Salons
NAMES Project HOUSION ......oocccccrovorrcnne 2410 Woodhead Optometrists Art Eurotan 8701 Montrosa
Lo TR LTI —— 602 Branard Eyes Are Precious/Dr. Sue Moss . 3701 W. Alabama Ste. 310 October Studios Gallery-Heights Paviiion ........... 244 W. 16th .. Heights TannIng ... 818 N. Durham, Ste. 8 ..
PWA COBIION .vvcveerereremesseres 1475 W. Gray Suite 163 Dreamiand Galery ............oeowecemssenes 239 Westheimer so‘;-
KOLBE Project 1509 Fairview HYPNOTHERAPY Books, Cards, Periodicals, Elc. ek 1 OX Voice Messaging
Josh Syna ..... B869-MIND ................ 869-6463 Inklings 3 Richmond Ave.
ENTERTAINMENT : ; : Lobo 1424-C Wastheimer TRAVEL AGENCIES
Curtains ThEaHre ...........c.vmremmmssssssssee MASSAGE THERAPIST Clothing & Accessories Advance-Damron Vacations ..............sueme 800-695-0880 ...vvvvessuvsrsncs
Ms. B's Essential TouchvAlan Davidson.............. 3100 RICAMONG ...occcrrrcn 942-0923 Basic Brothers Brown-Wikins & Associates Travel, Inc. 3311 Richmond Sulte 230........
Museum Bar & Restaurant ..., Linda Mullinix 262-2529 mvgm Travel in Style ......cocvincrssmsinans 2425 W. Loop South #500 .........cceuvrnne
Nancy Ford Musical Comedy ..........couewsuueee L L T 2507 Montrose, Ste. 54 ...........cccune.. 287-9529 0
0z 2, T 2503-B S. Shepherd .........uuueeee 935-2122 River Oaks Clothier YOGA
Singing Cavalier Telegrams ................c... Gifts, Supplies, Materials Satya Shepherd Spectrum Center .........uuiu. 802-7913
TTne Hill aka AK’s Bermyhill 1 .........cccomrnee METAPHYSICIANS gryslal ggsuq Yoga Center of HOUSION .........cuwmmmermsesssisssns 2438 South BIVd. .......coumeersenees 524-4572
i b oo F535 i 528- LS v
Th: Patio Keepers of the Light 3400 Montrose # 535 5685 : m Gam s P 2 g o HO !
Theatre LaB Houston PSYCHIC COUNSELORS/NTUITIVE READINGS For informations regarding advertising or‘uwm Directory call 713-520-7237,
XTC Sharron Mattison .......................cce 681-1747
Joseph Molina 527-8135
FINANCIAL SERVICES Sandya Nichles 522-0990 Youthful EYeS conrinued from page 43 NewYork Thisonlygave memore reasontostaythe  and Ishowed them to my coworkers. Everyone was
Acacia Financial Center .......... 9 Greenway Plaza Suite 3000 ................... 888-3500 Joe Paxton 1919 EImen ..........ccurmmnene 523-1627 exact way that I am and to carry myself with pride really thrilled thatIgot to go. And surprisingly, some

It wasn't really until the day of the march itself
that I became so overwhelmed. We were lining up,

and with respect and to know my own limits,
When it was time to leave, I panicked. I'was not

had even watched the news coverage to see if maybe
they might spot me. Everyday I try to come out to

NEW °nluls ship, is a very important part of the history of the  to watch the straight couples stand across the street and as far as my eyes could see, there were gays and ready to go. I had not done all that [ had wanted to someone new. I pay my taxes, donate to local chari-
tiioad French Quarter and was once almost as popularas  from the gay bars and gawk at the goings-on, but lesbians, bisexuals, friends, familyand supportersof ~ do. I wanted to stay in this city, New York, thecity ~ ties, recycle, and damn it, hold my head up high. I
continued from page 22 Catholicism. Many of the more famous citizens of  even funnier when the women drag their husbands those who had come. At that moment in time, every that never sleeps. have nothing to be ashamed of, and 1 have no need

works in progress and speak with the artists them-
selves. Many famous artists and writers have made
their home in the French Quarter at one time or
another. Some include writers Tennessee Williams,
William Faulkner and Anne Rice to painters George
Rodrique, Takis and many others.

Furthermore, museums, ranging from fine art
and photography to voodoo, are as plentiful as the
galleries. There are several voodoo museums that
boast historic visits from the late Marie Louveau, the
most famous Voodoo Preistess of the area. She is also
said to have been employed by the Catholic Church
to hold rituals behind the St. Louis Cathedral. Voo-
doo, a religion derived from African ancestor wor-

New Orleans, especially if they were ill, visited voo-
doo practitioners ona regular basis, much as we read
our horoscope or visit a psychic today.

The nightlife in the French Quarter is like an
ongoing nightly festival. On any given night,it rivals
any of Houston’s best-planned parades or festivals.
Most of the bars open all their French doors to the
street, inviting patrons to come and go as they
please. You can carry drinks (in plastic cups, not
glasses) from bar to bar and back to the hotel, if you
choose, giving the phrase bar-hopping an entirely
new,outlook. Most of the bars are located within
blocks of each other, but some are in the Fabourg
Marigny outside of the Quarter. There are also many
24-hour restaurants, where people tend to go and
sober up before their trek home. It’s often amusing

and boyfriends (often not so unwillingly) into these
bars. The bars are open 24-hours a day and tend to
get crowded late in the evening and stay that way
until 5 a.m. or so. Then everyone wakes up for
another day of hussle and bussle.

New Orleans is also host to many festivals and
parades. Coming September 2-5 is the Southern
Decadence parade, which winds through the French
Quarter with its colorful costumes and drag extrava-
ganzas, proving just how decadent New Orleans

really can be.

Earle Dutton, former resident of New Orlean's French
Quarter, now resides in Houston. Earle lends bis knowl-
edge and abilities to the staff of OutSmart and is a
welcomed addition to our publishing family.

part of my body began to shake. And as silly as it
seems, I was scared. I felt like I was doing something

that Ishouldn’t. Fora brief momentfear ran through
my body. Then it was gone as tears welled up in my
eyes. I was about to march for myself, for the gays
and lesbians that could not be there, for my friends,
and even for the gays and lesbians that are in my
family.

I saw people from different countries, from
far-off places. Places that I had not ever even thought
that gays and lesbians did, in fact, exist. It opened my
mind and it opened my ears; it made me realize that
even though we have come a long way as a society,
we have so much farther to go. Iwas surprised at the
behavior of some of the people during my stay in

In a way I felt safe there. I felt like I was at
home. When we returned to Houston and went to
our group meeting the next week, I sat and listened
to all of the other youth talk about how they had
hated to come back to a straight environment, how
they would have to return to their places of employ-
ment and go back into the closet. It appalled me, it
shocked me, it scared me to hear those things,
because for me to just return to Houston, back to the
same old thing, would ruin everything that I just
marched for. So once I returned home, I kept my
own credo that the only thing that went into my
closet were my clothes.

The people where [ work were aware that I was
going to New York and why, I brought my pictures

to hold my head down. Before, I did feel ashamed
and held my head down. I did this through high
school, graduated not too long ago, and I'll be
damned if I ever do it again. I believe that Pride Day
should be everyday. I do, however, realize that every
person’s circumstances are different and that not
everyone is as fortunate in their situation as 1am. But
if we all work together as a community, one day, and
hopefully in my lifetime, every single one of us will
be able to hold our heads up and not feel shame. I,
as an individual, will be able to do that, no matter
what the cost, and will keep marching until that goal
is met, v
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CLASSIFIEDS

ACCOMMODATIONS

DESERT HEARTS COWGIRL CLUB. Beauti-
ful hill country women's weekend getaway. Private,
secluded hiking, horses, hand-holding, home-cooked
meals. Tubing, antiques nearby. (Lower, less fuss
weekday deals.) Call (210) 796-7446.

THE LOVETT INN. Affordable luxury in the
heart of Montrose, Beautifully appointed rooms for
both business and leisure travelers. All rooms have
direct dial phones, private bath, breakfast and color
TVs. Also available VCR, FAX, Jacuzzi suites, pool
and spa. Walk to clubs, restaurants, shopping and
public transportation. Convenient to Downtown,
Galleria, Medical and Convention Centers. Call
today (713) 522-5224, See display ad this issue and
mention OutSmart Magazine for special discount.

Fireplaces r
Kl}ﬁy Fabulous Breakiast
Personalized Attention
S[i er Very Gay Friendly

(505) 758-0613 » Taos NM 87571 S

Lovely Grounds (5

Secluded Hot IuM '”
r
A
(0]

THE SEAHORSE INN Your semitropical island
retreat in the wild dunes of Mustang Island beside
the Gulf of Mexico. Gay owned and operated.
Proudly serving the gay/lesbian community since
1956. Newly refurbished rentals, kitchenettes, cable
TV, heated pool. Unique European charm and atmo-
sphere. Reasonable rates. PETS WELCOME. For
reservations call 512-749-5221. 1423 | Ith Street,
P.O. Box 426, Port Aransas, Texas 78373.

BUSINESS SERVICES

Julia A, Siska, CPA. Taxes, Accounting and Busi-
ness Consulting. Free initial consultation. Call (713)
460-1885.

Insurance & Investment Planning. If your busi-
nessisa sole proprietorship, partnership, or corpor-
ation, it may be at serious risk without sound
business planning. | offer solutions and plans to
protect your professional investment. Call Julie
LaRue at Acacia Financial Center of Houston
(713) 879-1311,

REPRINT! The only printshop in Houston to win
the Golden Ink Knife Award. Copies 3 1/2 cents.
MAC rental $4.95/hr. Business Cards $12.99/
500. Good people w/good prices. Reprint! 1624
Richmond Ave., 522-9299.

EMPLOYMENT

OUTSTANDING SALES OPPORTUNITY!
OQutSmart Magazine now hiring commissionable
sales team members. Call Gregat Up&Out Commu-
nications, (713) 520-7237.
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HAIRSTYLIST/IMAGE
All Decked Out, “Friendly, Flexible, Affordable,
Professional.” Call Tracy Gilmore today and make
your appointment. 3502 S. Shepherd (between
Richmond & Alabama). (713) 522-0507.

HEALTH/WELLNESS
Alternative Health and Wellness Center.
Jacqueline A. Doval-Graziani, MS., D.C,, specializ-
ing in Chiropractic Care and Exercise Physiology.
We also offer 24-hour emergency care. Call for
appointment, (713) 522-WELL (9355).

FEELING RUN DOWN? Formula One can give
you the energy you need. Call 658-0308,

HOME REPAIR

HOUSTON

DESIGN &
CONSTRUCTION

“Concept to Completion™
Remodeling Specialist
868-9569

HOUSE FOR LEASE

Menil Museum Area. 2 bedroom-| bath, study.
12-hour museum security patrol. New appliances
and W/D. WBFP. Hardwood floors. Newly re-
modeled. Big backyard. Pets OK. $1100/month.
522-2400-Agent.

HYPNOTHERAPY

Smoking, Weight or Stress Problems? Try
Hypnotherapy, Free Brochure (24 hours). 869-
MIND (869-6463).

INSURANCE

FARMERS INSURANCE - Laura Feldman
Agent, 552-9436. Auto, Home, Life, Annuities,
Commercial; for all your insurance needs. One
West Loop South, #100, 77027.

MISCELLANEOUS

LESBIAN DATES FROM HELL. We have all
had them. Some are funny, some sad, many involve
U-Hauls. We want to hear about your worst date
ever. Send to: LDH, 1572 West Gray, #294,
Houston, TX 77019,

Nancy Ford. Musical Comedy for private parties,
fundraisers, special events. Call for holiday reserva-
tions. 520-7237 or 627-0301.

GAY PEN-PALS for gay and lesblan youth. For
instructions on joining the Alyson Letter Exchange
Program, write to Letter Exchange, c/o Alyson
Publications, 40 Plympton Street, Boston, MA 021 18.
Participants must be 2| or younger.
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PSYCHOTHERAPY

Kreller & Associates, Inc. Psychotherapists,
Counseling and Testing Specialists. We offer indi-
vidual, group, relationship, griefand career counsel-
ing. 19 years experience. Office hours by appoint-
ment including Saturday and Sunday. (713) 529-
8017.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

BUYING OR SELLING — SUZANNE
ANDERSON PROPERTIES, Houston's ONLY
Real Estate Company focusing on the Lesbian and
Gay community. (713) 529-8484. (See our display
ad in this issue,)

Richard Hill Realtor—Proudly Serving the Com-
munity in Real Estate for B years. Forany andall your
real estate needs call 768-3095 or 869-0456.

RETAIL
Basic Brothers. Men's fashion active wear, 1232
Westheimer. Open Mon.-Sat. 10-8 and Sun. 12-6.
(713) 522-1626.

SERVICES

HOUSE CLEANING. Move-outs/move-ins, make
ready, window cleaning. If you're a busy individual
with no time or desire to clean, | can help you!!
Reasonable, personalized service. References 662-
6446,

Singing-Music Lessons. Highly skilled and experi-
enced performer/teacher. Choral, Broadway and
Opera singers welcome. Randolph 974-7235.

Creatures
Wild and Wonderful

“In-home pet and livestock care”
Bonded 713/277-5763

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE

LARAKEALY SMITH, Massage Therapist. Proudly
serving the lesbian & gay community. Swedish Mas-
sage, Trigger Point Therapy, Aromatherapy, Energy
Work, HIV+ Touch Therapy. 802-0106.

WHOLENESS AND HEALTH. Healing and
caring hands with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage.
Balancing your life by restoring flow and energy.
Don't you deserve it now? RMT#2233. Howard
Kanelakos (713) 528-6174.

ART OF MASSAGE: restoring comfort and bal-
ance to your mind and body by the caring hands of
a skilled therapist. Results can be relaxing, invigorat-
ing—even inspiring! RMT #7796. Michael (713)
410-7689.

CHRISTOPHER REES

Registered Massage Therapist

¥ Relax 3100 Richmond
¥ Rejuvenate Houston, TX 77098

¥ Rejoice 713/269-4966

A O B

CHARLES W. HARLOS
664-9669

MASSAGE THERAPY

Are you stressed and need relaxation! David
Rangel, massage therapist in the Montrose area. In
and out calls, evenings and weekends. Call (713)
287-9529.

TRAINING/FITNESS

Bring out the hot NEW you! Hard & lean just in time
for summer! Our Certified Personal Fitness train-
ing in conjunction with personalized nutritional
guidelines will help you obtain the body that's yours
and the results you deserve. Programs come in a
variety of affordable packages so call now for your
free consultation. After all, it is your body—Do it
right! MUSCLE MECHANICS (713) 869-0356.

WORKSHOPS

CELEBRATING THE BODY EROTIC. Many men
long for a deeper connection with their bodies.
Most of our education has taken us out of our
bodies, away from the simple pleasures of touching
and being touched, breathing deeply and feeling
joyously alive, Celebrating the Body Erotic teaches
men how to feel at home in their erotic bodies.
Through SACRED sex rituals and conscious
breathwork, we guide men into feeling states that
awaken their deepest centers of pleasure. Erotic
initiation rituals based on Taoist, Tantric and Sufi
traditions, allow men to experience their erotic
energy as playful, sacred, energizing and transfor-
mative. Sept. 24-25, 9 am-6 pm. Tuition: $275.
Reservations/Information: Tom Crow (713) 528-
6588.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
RATES

Basic Classifieds are $13 for 30 words
or less and 25¢ for each word thereafter.
Add additional 25¢ per each bold word.
Discounts available for 3 or é months if
ads are prepaid. Sorry, we do not bill for
classifieds. Three insertions base rate of
$10 per month; six insertions base rate of
$8 per month.

Boxed Ads are $23 per vertical column
inch (2 3/8" x 1"). Reversed Ads are $28
per column inch. 10% discount granted to
advertisers who prepay for three or more
consecutive months.

Deadline: The first of the month prior
to publication. Order by phone and pay
by VISA, MasterCard or American Ex-
press, Or FAX it to us at (713) 522-3275.
Sorry we do not bill. Mail ad and payment
to: OutSmart Classifieds, 3406 Audubon,
Houston, TX 77006.

Questions? Call OutSmart Magazine at
520-7237.

Please remember
to tell them you

saw their ad in

OutvSmart
MAGAZINE!

] [ 691-5683
otug !!an Bo?ks
901 Pineggrﬁ

Sandra
Nicholas

Guiding you on your journey of
self-transformation through:

* Psychic Readings

* Intuitive Guidance
* Life Purpose Consultations

* Metaphysical Therapy

* Past & Present Life Regressions

* Relationship Reframing

* Feng Shul Consultations For guidance and
* Spiritual Guidance help in getting the answers
+ Meditation
* Rebirthing

you need call Sandra at
713/522-0990.

lﬁg"m%‘-

Their New Bravo

Their New Bravo

W/ 3 mo. Airtime & Activation

 PREMIER PAGING voice

12220 Murphy Rd., Suite E, Stafford MAIL
$4.95 Mo.

We Honor Most

5 ; 5 u 8 5 o o Competitors Advertised Prices

(1/2 Mile So. OF Hwy 59 And Wilcresl)

W/ 3 mo. Airtime & Activation

W/ 3 mo. Airtime & Activation @
Their New Bravo PRICE. -
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HOW TO RESPOND TO
AN INTRO-EXPRESS PERSONAL AD:

Scan the ads listed, perusing them somewhat as you would items in a
catalogue, but not nearly so callously. Make your selection of the
person(s) you would like to meet, and dial 1-900-370-8687. (A charge
of $1.95 per minute appear on your next phone bill. You must be at least
I8 years old to use this service.) You will be instructed to record a
response to your potential love mate’s ad. Make your recording dazzling
and descriptive, giving the box-holder plenty of incentive to return your
call. If dazzling and descriptive is too much to ask, just shoot for audible,

If you're more of an old-fashioned guy or gal, write a response to your
potential love interest. Put this letter ina STAMPED envelope addressed
with nothing but the box number you're responding to. Putthis envelope
and $2 in yet another envelope. Mail the whole thing to OutLookin'
Personals c/o OutSmart Magazine, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX
77006. We'll forward your letter to your new honey within 48 hours.
After that the two of you are on your own. We claim no responsibility
for fireworks or fizzles. Love's kinda funny that way....

WRITE YOUR OWN
INTRO-EXPRESS PERSONAL

Mail us your 50-word-or-less personal ad by the first of each month for
publication in the following issue, (Add 25¢ for each word over 50.) We
will not publish a last name, address, or phone number. We do, however,
require ALL that information for our files. After we receive your
personal ad you will be assigned your own voice mail box and sent
instructions on how to record your free voice personal introduction.

OUTLOOKIN‘ PERSONALS MAKE
IT SO EASY TO FALL IN LOVE...

IT'S MORE THAN JUST A LINE...

Send us your FREE 50 word personal ad for publication in Uptown Express for
the next three months.

TALK YOURSELF INTO IT...

After we receive it we'll give you a number to record your own FREE voice
greeting—at no charge! You'll be assigned a voice mailbox number which will
appearin your ad. Record a free greeting about yourself to be heard by those
responding to your printed ad.
YOU'LL GET THEIR EAR...

Respondents to your ad will hear your greeting. If they like what they hear,
they can leave a message. They'll be charged $1.95 per minute which will
appear on their phone bill.

AND THEY'LL GET YOURS...

Use our toll-free number to call you mailbox and check how many messages
you have waiting for you. Then call 1-900-370-8687 to listen to your
responses! There will be a charge of $1.95 per minute which will appear on
your phone bill.

THEN GET TOGETHER...

Once you've listened to your messages, you'll decide whom to contact.
Only then do you make your identity known. It's completely confidential!

Call 1-900-370-8687

$1.95 per minute * You must be at least |8 years old to use this service.

WANTED: HAIRY CHESTED STUD

catch. | am interested In exchanging views on

MEN SEEKING MEN

REGULAR GUY TYPE

Handsome, in-shape GWM, &', 175# seeks similar
straight-acting/looking WM, 30-something as buddy
ormaybe more. I'm 39 look 29. Must be disease free.
Interests include rock, beaches, Caribbean, eating
out and sane partying. Blue-collar welcome. Please
write,

OutSmart Intro Box 70151

COURTSHIP WITH STYLE

GWM, 44 br/br/mstch, 5'9", 165 Ibs., attractive and
fit, ltalian heritage, masculine acting/appearing, pro-
fessional, financially secure, conservative lifestyle (po-
litically liberal), traditional values...seeks same. Did
you ever feel that you should have been born in the
19th century when courtship, romance, morals and
commitment meant something? If so, please respond.
Letters preferred.

QutSmart Intro Box 70135

SEEKING NIGHT-TYPE SOULMATE
Mingle(ing) Night Mail, XXII. A bit of an eccentric. |
love collecting one-of-a-kind stuff from music to
shirts. Looking for the right night-type soulmate. I've
had too many people think of me as “"some straight
white boy" (indeed mistaken). Good journalism, art
and style top my list. Yours? Write me a letter.
OutSmart Intro Box 70178

Iam 23, 150%, 5'1 1", Blonde/Blue. | am looking for
a hairy-chested stud with brains and a bod. 30 and
older. Send letter with photo if possible.
OutSmart Intro Box 70163

FREE THINKER

Open-minded GAM, 23, graduate student, attrac-
tive (physically, mentally and socially) seeks GM, age
20-30, good-looking, same interests (art, science,
lirerature, philosophy, old movies, theatre, volley-
ball, swimming, biking and hiking) and really nice.
Let's get together and see what happens. Letters
and photos exchanged.

OutSmart Intro Box 70145

BUSCANDO AMIGOS

SGM, 29, sincero, atractivo (no superficial), fanatico
de salsa/merengue, futbol, viajando, pachangueando,
dando paseos, mucho mas. Busco amigos con gustos
similares. Escribame. I'm sincere, attractive (not
superficial), enjoy salsa/merengue, soccer, traveling,
partying, walks and much more. Looking for friends
(any race/sex) with similar interests. Please write.
OutSmart Intro Box 70143

CIAO! COME STAI?
Handsome 35 y.o. well educated GWM. Outgoing
and attractive. Seeking student/professional (pref-
erably medical, engineering or arts field) from ltaly,
Greece or Middle East. Looks ARE important but
brains, charm and a fun personality are the real

politics, religion, philosophy and other topics. This
is no joke! Could be an opportunity for a wonderful
and rewarding friendship. Might be fun! Serious
replies only. Why not respond with a letter (photo
optional).

OutSmart Intro Box 70139

IF TRUST IS IMPORTANT

Healthy GWM, 34, 6'2", 215 Ibs,, brn/brn with
goatee seeks similar sized/age W/H male for friends
first, possibly serious stuff IF things click. | prefer
non-smokers; light drinkers okay— facial hair a
plus. All sports (tennis, bowling, working out),
travel, my friends are a few of my favorites. If you
still believe in old fashioned values, and that trust
and commitment are important in both friendships
and a relationship, call or write me, You might like
the response you receive!

OutSmart Intro Box 70159

WELL READ CONVYERSATION
GWM, 27, brown/baby blue, 5'4", 150 Ibs., hand-
some, NS/DDF... seeks mature, professional, fi-
nancially secure, romantic. Are you into cuddling
and candlelit lovemaking? Is monogamy a part of
your vocabulary? Do you enjoy travel, museums,
music (all kinds), dancing, sports and intelligent
conversation. If so, please write. Photo requested.
OutSmart Intro Box 70157
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PLAZA 9200

FOUR BARS - FOUR MOODS - FOR YOU!

9200 Buffalo Speedway * (713) 666-3464  666-3356
* FREE, Patrolled, Well-lit Parking for 300+ Cars

Pg SR T

THINGS YOU CAN DO IN TEN MINUTES OR LESS
Listen Lo the Minute Wallz len Llimes,
Gel a deep. dark tan in a tanning booth,
Sav [-Mississippi 600 limes.,
Prepare Lhree 3-minule eges.,
Drop a note to vour mother.,
Complete a len-minule work-oul,
Thank vour lucky stars.
Have saler sex,
\\D. ..

pontrose, the Galleria,
a, Hobby Airport,

Drive Safely from the
Downtown, Green

and All Poin®

to PLAZ

Weekly Evenls
Every Tuesday: Moonlight Volleyball and C&W Dance Lessons
with Southern Country

Every Wednesday: Complete Dinner Buffet and Happy Hour
Prices All Night Long

Every Thursday: Moonlight Volleyball and Billiards League

Every Friday: LIVE COUNTRY & WESTERN MUSIC (check for -
dates)

Every Saturday: Hottest and Newest Music and Videos with DJ's
Tiger and Paul

Every Sunday: FAMILY BAR-B-QUE ON THE PATIO! Steak,
Chicken, sausage, stuffed baked potatoes, salad, country baked
beans and all the trimmings!




W REAL ESTATE W CONNECTIONS that COUNT &

i OUR COMMUNITY is
EVANS LARGER than you THINK...
and WE SELL it all Il
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RAZAK
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anerstone

Mortgage Company

Callager/Hamlin Realtors ®  ..........
668-8400 MLS

v Competitive Rates
v Pre-Purchase Guidance

v Tailor-Made Results .Home in on 1he beSt
insurance protection

For one of the biggest investments of
your life - Protection you can count on

BECKY H. SMITH PIPPA WILEY
Senior Loan Officer Insurance Agent
621-4663 957-4297
ext 272 2 :
SURAN
GROUF

éomerstone Mortgage Company g N

et usihelpyou Find, Finance, and Insure your nome.




