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EXPERIENCED

~ PROFESSIONAL TOP

Proud to be your Realtor!
#1 Selling Agent - Swilley Hudson - 1994!

: CALL ME! I can help you
Call today for a FREE

Market Opinion of your
REALTOR®

home or for a list of
available homes.

GALVESTON ISLAND
CONNECTION!

Please call—I can help you
find a property by the seal

vocewa. 1683098  orrc: SEDDELSS

Swilley & Hudson

“The Spirit of Excellence”

Please call me to see these or any other area homes!

CHERRYHURST! Totally Renovated, 2-
1+5unroom, Bleached Hardwoods,
Cantrals, New Kitchen and Bath! $146,800

BRICK BUNGELOW in Norhill, 2-1-2, CUTE COTTAGE, 2-1+Den, All Reno-
Gourmet Kitchen, Custom Hardwoods, vated, Hardwoods, Centrale, Great Dead
Fireplace, Sunroom, Decks! $139,900 Restricted Street! $89,900

STONEHAVEN

“yf at the ( ‘r.i_jH-::.__"I'i-fj k 2%

PREYENTIVE UTRITIGN

CELL

Protector

One Month Free Rent
for Limited Time Only

» Nebady Beats GNC Quality!
s Nobedy Beats GNC Selection!

* Nobody Beats GNC Prics! Proudly Serving
Our Community
All GNC Brand Vitamins, Qver 10 Years!

Buy One Get One 50% Off!

Same Product/Size/Potency

o= | W =< & o
C The Park Shops

NUTRITION CENTERS 1200 McKinney, #421
ﬂ%ﬂwp?fw& (713) 651-1408

(713) 917-8400

6419 Skyline Drive

WOW! 2 BR-2 BA + Den. Totally renovated
95, Mew kitchen, new baths, whirlpool tub,
walk-in closet, hardwoods. crown molding
and more! Call me to seal $139,900

NORHILL, 2BH-2B Remodeled '95!
Huge living room, fireplace, hardwoods,
whirlpool tub & more! 124,900

BRICK TOWNHOME, 2 BR-2 1/2 BA-2.
Fes Simplel No Maintenance Fees!
Farmals, Oak Floors, High Ceilings, Nice
Araal 118,500

TEAMWORK

Proudly serving our Community

with professional and
personalized service

Interest rates are dropping...
Call now to refinance!

ortgage Associates 5.
of Texas Eddie de la Vega and John Frels
5311 Kirby Dr., Suite 202 * Houston, TX 77005

(713) 524-1850

-y

Proudly serving our Community
with personalized service and integrity...
Referred by fine realtors...
preferred by knowledgeable consumers.
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Brothers

Co-workers

Sons

Daughters

We have a vision of a day when all Americans can live their lives openly.
honestly and with dignity—a day when leshians, g ay men and bisexuals are
valued for who they are and not judged for ulmlhe\ love.

The Human Rights C: ampaign Fund is the largest national lesbian and gay
organization working to end discrimination and o promote the safe by and
health of lesbians and 4 Y [ien.

We can realize our dream of equality through stre ngth and numbers. That's
why your membership in the Human Rights C ampaign Fund and your
involvement is so Impaortant. ]n"rlht‘] Wet can move a slep closer to the day

when America no longer discriminates against its gay and lesbian peaple.

el . the Family of HECF today:
Fumanfiohts
TPAIGN FUND
For Membership information call
-800-777-HRCF
Swilley & Hudson r= ‘
Te SpIviE 8 BaseTrnres IMBE Ben Brown N House of Crosslocds Mmke!
_ Montrose — ﬁll EC REALTY Discount = Coleman, Inc. | A pAypd
(713) 520-8888 MAILBOXESETC. Robert Yale Stockbroker The Acacia Group® FINE PRINTING ARZ3 GRAPHICS
Hﬂgh s 5090 Richmond Ave, (713) 668-4444 (713) 222-1232 | Julie LaRue, LUTCF 901 W, Alabama 610 W. Alabama
(713) 869-0456 (713) 626-2920 (713) 888-3500 | 713/523-2521 | (T13)420147 |

Sunday Worship. .
8:30 AM, Hol
10:45 AM, T

Tuesdayr Night. .

6:30 PM, " Emr.
HIV'S

1919 Decatur Houston, TX ?FUU;
(Washington @ Whit
Studemont & Houst

=Club RSVP

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico
November 1i-18, 1995

From $6 g5 *

# Includea; 7 nights accommodation,
All meala.

Imported & domestic beverages. **
Club RSVP celebrity entertainment &
activities.

Per persen double occupancy,
*l:pcant te isecam. Gratuities are included

Call Dickinson Travel
713 337-5693
800 777-5693

Specializing in ...
V Residential

v Commercial

¥V Investment
Properties

Suzanue Aundenson
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
OutSmart provides pesitive information to gay men,
lesbians, and their associates to enhance and improve
the quality of our lives. Our goal is to build a bridge of
communication and understanding between cuftural
and social communities that are separated by tradi-
tions of ignorance and misinformation, thus creating a
healthier community for us all
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OutSmart Contributors

Steven Foster divides his time between writing for
advertising, film, and frequent contributions to
OutSmart. He is currently working on his second
screenplay, Absolutely Positive About Positively Noth-
ing. For this issue he profiles legendary diva of stage,
film, television, and the recording industry—Eartha

LOW TAXES

LEGEND HOME MAKES

OAKS OF INWOOD

E‘;:J‘;:S“E“ BAD MOTHER EARTHA .. e e 3L Kitt, A GREAT PLACE
ASSISTANT TO THE PUBLISHER Steven Foster beatuﬁes Eong-ﬂme patron saint tc our cornmunrty and 1egendary

cseErte o TO COME HOME TO !
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Eric L. Roland Everything you need to know to get the most out of Houstor's Eric L. Roland, Assistant Editor, has served on the

ART DIRECTOR Gavll b'g YOP de Week 95 staff of QutSmart since the magazine's inception in

Blase DiStefano g e VIV ek 7o, 1994, Last month he profiled Houston Ballet's Mark

COPY EDITORS

Blase DiStefano, Nancy Ford, Eric L Roland,
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CONTRIBUTING WRITERS »Country boy Don Gill brings his goodwill to the big city. By Hollie Hollister.................. 46

Dale Carpenter, Blase DiStefano, Nancy Ford, Steven * Hollie Hollister talks to octogenarian and P-FLAG waver Annella Haerison. .........ccovvveee 48

Foster, Joyce M. Gayles, Hollie Hollister, Sally Hubertz,
Quincy J, Julie LaRue, Bart Loeser, Joseph Mcling,
Connie Moore, Eric L Roland, Robert Spears, Olivia
Torre, Patrick |. Vachen, Michael D. Wilson, Sandra B,

Wilkins HIV.
ADVERTISING SALES P S
Earle Dutton, Nancy Ford, Kelly A McCann, THE PIG IN THE PARLOR ... ity e ivaiine P 2

Sharon Ownchyld

OutSmart is a monthly features publication. Over 15,000
copies are distnbuted in Houston and summounding areas,
All contents copynighted by Up&Out Communications.

ADYERTISING POLICY
QutSmart advertisers provide access 10 a broad spectrum

DIVERSE HONOREES LEAD HOUSTON'S 1995 GAY/LESBIAN PRIDE PARADE

HIV: DEFEAT OR OPPORTUNITY? ...

seegeassngan nuusﬂ

Montrose Clinic psychotherapist Sa Iy Hubertz discuss-es the other posmve mde of

Clinical psychologist and polmcal goaal womer M|chael D Wﬂson dlscuss«es the gay

man's legacy of denial and dysfunction.

COMMUNICATIONS 101 ..

Patrick ). Vachon, LMSW A(,P speﬁs out the ABCs r:uf couples commumca‘taon

il Anin and Romanovsky & Phillips, the gay comedic
1 singing duo that will be performing at Spectrum '95's

All of OutSmart's contributors would like to wish everyone a fabulous and
festive gay and leshian pride week! Enjoy, have fun, but remember to drink
responsibly and practice safer sex.

onfemporary man

Featured Danenburg
$155450

At Oaks of Inwood, you'll come home to everything that makes
Legend Home Corporation one of the area's finest builders. Better
location, outstanding value, great wooded lots and a myriad of

A F a s B CH? LD conveniences.
of 532;5 arnd dj:rr;ices. %ﬂ?ﬁﬁlﬁﬁhﬁmﬁﬁ DATING, RELATING AND COMMITMENT ... Bivited AN G 02 Dion'T wanT You'll also enjoy the fabulous home selection from one of the most
ra of advertisers re e :
Eﬂe{ﬂim you saw their ad in OutSmart when visiting or Joyee M. Gayles, Ph.D, concludes her dlscu55|on Of the = and T PaYy Housa... respected builders in the industry: Legend Home. Choose from a variety
calling aur advertisers. The opinions and views expressed downs of lesbian dating. d of exciting floor plans offering today's most sought-after features at
in articles do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher ; g : W ey
or the advertisers. Indusion in Outimart does not neces- She wa N'} ep To affordable prices. All at a convenient location within minutes to Galleria,
sarffy indicate preference or endorsement of sexual : downtown, area shopping, fine restaurants and more.
orientation by advertisers or contrbutars, El)ARTMENTS 1= D THE.N\ ; Visit Oaks of Inwood today.
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$250for postage and handing perissue. Copies may 2150 | ) 4G mart Calendar ... 8 Resource Directory Broker participation welcome.
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GAY &« LESBIAN
SEMINARS

Preparing for Happier Love Relationships
using |

GO Relationship Therapy

Single Women: July 22 or Oct, 7, 1995
Single Men: July 8 or Sept. 23, 1995

Understantjinﬁ\and Imﬂ;ovirag Your Love
Relationship through IMAGO Relationship

Thera
by Couples: July 27 or Sept. 29, 1985

The Enemy Within: ;
Resolving Internalized Homophobia

Men and Women: August 26, 1985

Saturdays, 9 AM - 4 PM

Call for information

Reservations required/Limited Seating
$50.00 per person

TONY CARROLL, Lvsw-acp

Carroll and Turesk Psychotherapy Associates
Certified IMAGO Hdaﬁonﬂuq_;hﬂp'rst

2211 Norfolk, Suite 505, Houston, 77098

i3] 522-3045

Everything from
cuit glass 1o
china cabinels!

WE BUY, SELL AND CONSIGN

RIVER QAKSANTIQUES

2119 WESTHEIMER NEAR SHEPHERD/ 520-8238

Open Wednesday-Sunday 10 a.m. to é p.m.

AL
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In all of our lives, there are indeed “angels.”
A beart felt thank you is extended to the
Sollowing angels for their support of
DIFFA/Houston and the work we do to
benefit those living with HIV/AIDS.

Absolut Viodka
Cooper Industries, Inc.
Decorative Center Houston
The Houston Chronicle
Neiman Marcus Town & Country

OnCal Medical Assaciates, PA

Gary Brewton, M.D., FACP
Gordon Crofoot, M.D.
Jorge Quesada, M.D.

Adan Rios, M.D.

Southwestern Bell Telephone

Twelve Oaks Hospital

g

Beautiful gift baskets from $25 & up

* Bountiful Gourmet Baskets

¢ Elegant Pampering Baskets ;5%
® Colorful Housewarming Assortments
e Same Day Delivery

® Place Your Orders Today.

713=922 -

A Subalifsey of Singing Cavalier Talsgram Servics

OGO

Communicating Issues

et me congratulate you in providing Houston
with a quality publication, For the past year or
so, | have enjoyed watching your magazine be-
come an increasingly valuable tool for communica-
tion. In January of this year | moved to Austin,
Texas toassist a local staterepresentative with her
legislative package for the 74th Legislature and
have relied, in large part, on OutSmart to keep
abreast of issues important to Houston's gay and
lesbian community.
—~Francisco Sanchez, Jr.
Democratic Executive Committee, Harris County
Houston, TX

Which Rafts to Rescue

ith one exception, the letters in your May

15, 1995, issue [“Inclusion, not Exclusion,”
#4] condemning Dale Carpenter's column on
transgender matters ["The Uneasy Case for Lim-
its,” April, #3] were unnecessarily vicious and
substantively vacuous.

Mitchell Katine labels Dale Carpenter as an
oppressor of fellow minorities and a separatist;
Chnistopher Bacon calls Dale a Darwinian and
chides him for pandering to the transgendered
community (hellof); Robert Rosenberg dismisses
Dale as someone who never gets out of his own
office; Latisha Frederick, in an embarrassing misin-
terpretation, accuses Dale of calling on
transgendered people to abandon theirown goals;
and Dee McKellar ends the Iitany with the judg-
mént of “morally bankrupt.” Only one writer,
Scott Tillinghast, goes to the trouble of raising an
actual argument, ie, that the gay and lesbian
community has a “particular affinity” with the
transgendered community which necessitates joint
action.

The terms employed by most of the letter
writers do not contribute to debate. Perjoratives
like "oppressor," “separatist,” and "racist” are too
often used simply to silence discussion. Reaction-
ary people cling to these words with talismanic
fervor whenever they don't know what else to say
in response to uncomfortable issues.

If, as Christopher Bacon admits, “it will be
harder (perhaps much harder) to get pro-gay
legislation passed if we insist onthe inclusion of the
transgendered,” are we to casually disregard that
consequence in favor of scrupulous political cor-
rectness? Is process more important than result?
Should our goal be for all sexual minarities to (a)
go through the barricade of societal intolerance at
the very same time, or (b) go throughthatbarmicade
as soon as possible, inwhatever sequence best suits
that purpose?

The kicking-off-the-raft analogy is inaccurate,
In typical group-oriented fashion, the analogy con-
solidates gays and lesbians into ane person on the
fabled raft, and transgendered people into the
other person—the one who gets kicked off. The
scene naturally appears evil or, at best, "Darwin
ian."

Much to the contrary, gays and lesbians and
bisexuals and transgenders are all individuals, and

"LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

Got something to say? Send your
comments, suggestions, lucky lotto
nuntbers to: OutSmart 3406 Audubon
Place, Houston, Texas 77006-4412
or fax to 713/522-3275,

they are on a multitude of rafts. The question for
activists is not whom to kick off, but whom to save
at a given moment.

The activist who truly deserves to do the most
good in the least amount of time will have to
consider which raft is closer to shore. it would
cbwviously be foolish for you to bypass a raft that is
within your means to rescue for the sake of
ancther one that you have no realistic hope of
saving with your limited resources. Orto disregard
yourown limitations and take on too many rafts at
once, endangering all concerned.

Reasonable minds may differ as to which raft
is, in fact, closer to shore, or as to the extent of the
resources available for rescue efforts. Only unrea-
sonable minds, howewver, will ignore this question
or condemn the one who dares to raise it.

—Bryan P. Vezey
Houston, TX

applaud the contents of Dale Carpenter's article.
His position, | believe, would be reconfirhed by
many in the gay community, The feature story
should be "must” reading, combined with the story

in Esquire (Aprl, 1995, p. 105). it gives us an
oppertunity to understand the position of
transgenders.
There is room for us to hear them out. His
article assists us in the process.
—lJerry Furman
Houston, TX

See Dale Carpenter’s "reply to the critics * on page
I6—Ed.

OutSmart Meets The Advocate

was 50 glad you had time for a meeting when |

was in Houston. | had such a nice time with you

and your staff. Great group of talented, enthusias-
tic individuals.

Thanks for taking the time to educate me
about Houston and the gay/lesbian community.
Obviously, y'all and OutSmart are integral parts of
what s happening there. You are attracting a lot of
attention and a lot of respect. Thanks for every-
thing you're doing to make certain that Houston
is more informed about who we are, and at the
same time, making certain that we are more
informed about wha we are.

It was fun to meet you. Remember, if you're
everin LA and have time, I'd welcome the oppor-
tunity to get together. Take care and good luck!

“Stephanie K. Blackwood
Associate Publisher, The Advocate
Los Angeles, CA

Living in Redneck Country

hank goodness for this magazine. | lived in

southwest Houston for many years, but now

| live in East Texas, the "redneck capital.” | truly
miss the community and all the "“happenings.”

~Mame withheld

Groveton, TX

Carrections

Inthe May 1995 issue, credit was not given to
the photographers for the Feinberg/Pratt article.
The Leslie Feinberg photo was by Bill Hackwell,
the Minnie Bruce Pratt phato by Doug Lawsan.

Dr. Jerry Martin

Keeping you in good health is what we do best

Corrective Treatment For:
- Disk herniations - Headaches - Neck or back pain « Cervical pain
- Arm or shoulder pain « Leg pain - Muscle or joint pain » Accidents
Convenient, Affordable Care:

- Insurance accepted with verification - Convenient hours
» Minutes from the Galleria & downtown in
the Greenway Plaza Area next to Channel 13

Dr. Jerry Martin, P.C., Director - Greenway Chiropractic
5252 Westchester - Suite 180 - Houston

Call (71 3)660'7722 today for your
FREE CONSULTATION
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Cinema and their summer schedule,

Heaven's A Drag (To Die For), a film about a ghost who comes
back from the grave to haunt his promiscuous lover and his new
tricks, is a tug-at-the-heart drama that will leave you with an new
appreciation for life. Billed as a comedy, the 1994 British film does
have its humorous moments but the film mostly features poignant
and engaging situations about life in the age of AIDS. Thomas
Arkie plays the handsome hunk left behind to pick up the pieces
after his lover, played by Ian Williams (pictured here in one of the
comedic moments in the film) dies from complications to AIDS,
Although the principal characters are gay, the text deals with
emotional problems that affect everyone of us at some time in our
lives. It is a love story about two youngsters who, facing the
tragedy of premature death, are forced to reexamine their
relationship and feelings for one another. In turn, it explores
bereavement and the associated problems of coming to terms with
the loss of a loved one, Directed by Peter MacKenzie Litten, the 96-
minute film will be screened Saturday, June 24, and Sunday, June
25, at the Rice Media Center, University Blvd. Entrance #8. Tickets
are §5. Call (713) 527-4853 for more information about Rice

Ifyou are part of a group or have a function that you
would like listed in our calendar, please send an
announcement by the | st of the month to: CALEN-
DAR EDITOR, OutSmart Magazine, 3406 Audu-
bon, Houston, TX 77006. Inclusion in the calendar
is based upon general interest to our readers, space
availability, and the whims of the editorial staff,

COMMUNITY EVENTS
AND MEETINGS

15 WORKS BY TROY BROUSSARD,
diverse works of oil on canvas, showing through

June 30, || am-6 pm, Work of Art Gallery, 2503 §.
Shepherd (Artigiani Center), 522-2278,

16 LESLIE FEINBERG/MINNIE
BRUCE PRATT, an intimate, intense, and sexy
conversation about lesbian life and gender bound-
ary crossing, $12, 7:30 pm, Hamman Hall, Rice
University, 228-0914, '

LEORA SALO IN CONCERT, singer/song-
weriter, 8:30 pm, Cafe Maison.

LESBIANS IN BUSINESS, & pm, Innova Build-
ing, 20 Greenway Plaza, 529-0077,

17 TALKING GENDER: LESLIE
FEINBERG/MINNIE BRUCE PRATT, a dis-

cussion of the new sex and gender theory, $10, I-
3 pm, Diverseworks, | | 17 East Freeway, 228-0914,

BLACK AND WHITE, photographs by people
living with HIV/AIDS, The Dizinger Foundation Art
Gallery, 214 Avondale.

JUNETEENTH PRIDE CELEBRATION, with
Kofi and Tommie Ross, live singing by Charles
Dotson and Alicia, sponsored by the African-Ameri-
can Lesbian/Gay Alliance, 5-9 pm, Club XTC, 9200
Buffalo Speedway, 864-2242,

DRAWING BY METAPHOR, with instructor
Dolan Smith, free to people with HIV/AIDS, 5:30-
7:30 pm, class runs for five weeks, 527-8490.

TONY KUSHNER, playwrightof Angelsin America,
will speak before and after the performances, Alley
Theatre, 615 Texas Avenue, 228-8421.

18 SPECTRUM '95, Art Expo: || am-7
pm in the Exhibit Hall, Business Expo: |1 am-7 pm
in the Exhibit Hall, Town Meeting II: -5 pm in the
Pavilion, Speakers Program: 1-5 pm in Meeting
Rooms #2 and #3, Concert of the Stars: 6-11 pm,
Astroarena.

JOURNAL WRITING CLASS, lessons on
journaling, a creative outlet that encourages a bet-
ter understanding of your life and can lead to inner
healing. Call AFH at 623-6796 for registration/
information.

A NEW BEGINNING FOR ALL, benefiting
Montrose Clinic and presented by Lady Victoria

Lust, Don Dowden, and Don Gill, 6:30 pm, Chances
Bar, 1100 Westheimer.

JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION, with guest
clergy Rev. Phillip Matthews, 8:30 am and 10:45 am,
MCCR, 1919 Decatur, 861-9149,

DOG DIP, sponsored by Pet Patrol, $5 per dog, 10
am-| pm, parking lot of Basic Brothers, 1232 West-
heimer.

19 STRIVING TO GET THE LOVE
YOUWANT, a lecture based on Imago Relation-
ship Therapy presented by Patrick ]. Vachon, 6:30-
8:30 pm, Montrose Public Library, 4100 Montrose.

20 JANIS IAN, folk singer/songwriter will
perform songs off of her newest albumn, Revenge, as
well as some of her Grammy award-winning songs,
Rockefeller's, 3620 Washington, 869-TICS.

DATING & MATING: Erotic Choices in Safer
Sex Workshap explores the options of safer sex
and sensuality through discussion and games, 7.9
pm, AIDS Foundation Houston, 3203 Weslayan,
623-6796.

21 LEROY AARONS, author of Prayers
for Bobby, will read and sign copies of his book, 7 pm,
Crossroads Market, 610 W. Alabama, 942-0147.

POWER OF ATTRACTION, the conscious
and unconscious agenda in the partner selection
process with Patrick ). Vachon, 7:15 pm, Montrose
Counseling Center, 701 Richmond, 529-0037. Spon-
sored by Men's Network.

8 OutSmart '¥ June 15, 1995
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COPING WITHHIY,ALCOHOL & DRUGS,
a workshop to explore the challenges facing indi-
viduals who use and abuse substances to the detri-
ment of their health, 7-9 pm, Metropolitan
Muldservice Center, 1475 V. Gray, 623-6796.

LAMBDA ROLLERSKATING, 8:30-10:30 pm,
Dairy Ashford Skating Rink, 1820 5. Dairy Ashford
at I-10. Admission is §5. 942-7406.

22 FOOD FOR LIFE, concentrates on
good nutritional habits for people living with HIV/
AIDS, 7-9 pm, Metropolitan Multiservice Center,
1475 W. Gray, 623-6796.

23 EARTHA KITT, legendary theater,
film, cabaret, television, and recording star, will
perform for one night only to benefit Houston
Grand Opera Education and Outreach Programs,
7:30 pm, Wortham Center. The concert will be
followed by a celebration in the VWortham's Founders
Salon, Call 227-ARTS for tickets.

24 BAILE '95, sponsored by Gay and Les-
bian Hispanic Unidos, $20/$25 at the door, 8 pm,
Adam’s Mark Hotel, 2900 Briarpark, 225-2301.

A HOT LEATHER NIGHT, benefiting Loving
Arms Foundation and presented by the women of
F.LS.T. and Don Gill Productions, 9 pm, Yenture-N,
2923 5. Main,

HIVIAIDS CARE TEAM TRAINING, to pro-
vide emotional support, companionship, and com-
passion for the families of people with HIV/AIDS, 9
am-12 noon, Zion Lutheran Church, 3606
Beguchamp, 861-1072.

26 DEB PRICE &)OYCE MURDOCH,
authors of And Say Hi to Joyce, will read from and sign
copies of their book, 7 pm, Crossroads Market, 610
WV. Alabama, 942-0147.

U : S ¢ 3 M A R

THE AGORA , monthly meeting, 7:30 pm, AIDS
Foundation Houston, 3202 Weslayan, 729-4267.

LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS of Houston gen-
eral meeting, 6:30 pm, Sierra Grill, 4704 Montrose,
529-9100.

27 AIDS EQUITY LEAGUE, |12 noon,
Charlie's Restaurant, 1100 Yestheimer, 871-0092.

DATING & MATING: Erotic Choices in Safer
Sex Workshop explores the options of safer sex
and sensuality through discussion and games, 7-9
pm, AIDS Foundation Houston, 3203 Weslayan,
623-6796.

28 EXPLORING THE BARRIERS TO
INTIMACY, workshop focuses on communica-
tion strategies to address issues ofintimacy for HIV-
positive individuals, 7-9 pm, Metropolitan
Multiservice Center, 1475 W. Gray, 623-6796.

WOMEN'S NETWORK forlesbian and bisexual
women, 7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling Center, 701
Richmond, 529-0037.

29 ROBERT BERNSTEIN, authorofthe
book Straight Parents/Gay Children, will speak and
sign copies of his book, 7 pm, Bering Memorial
Church, 1440 Harold, 942-0147.

HIV: A NEW UNDERSTANDING, via a live
video teleconference, a national panel of research
experts and community advocates will discuss new
prospects for battling HIV to stop progression to
AIDS, 5-7:30 pm, Westin Galleria, 5050 W. Ala-
bama, 623-6796.

SAFER SEX FOR LESBIANS, seminar spon-
sored by AIDS Foundation Houston and presented
by Mancy Ford, 9:30 pm, Plaza 9200, 9200 Buffalo
Speedway, 666-3464.

July

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, AMERICA!
Celebrate the Fourth of July in a festive, safe way.

5 LAMBDAROLLERSKATING, 8:30-
10:30 pm, Dairy Ashford Skating Rink, 18205, Dairy
Ashford at 1-10. Admission is $5. 942-7406.

SEXUALITY AND THE SCRIPTURES, Rev.
Ralph Lasher talks about what the Bible really says
about sexual minorities, four consecutive Vvednes-
days, 7:30 pm, MCCR, 1919 Decatur, 861-9149,

HOUSTOM GAY & LESBIAN POLITICAL
CAUCUS, 7:30 pm, 2700 Albany, 3rd floor, 521-
1000.

MEN’S NETWORK for gay and bisexual men.
7:15-9 pm, Montrose Counseling Center, 701 Rich-
mond, 529-0037.

9 P-FLAG general meeting, 2 pm, St
Francis Episcopal Church, 345 Piney Point Road. P-
FLAG Houston Helpline: B67-9020.

)] LEGAL PLANNING WORKSHOP
for people with HIV/AIDS, 7-9 pm, Metropalitan
Multizervice Center, 1475 W, Gray, 623-6796.

HOUSTON GAY & LESBIAN PARENTS
Support Group meets in thelibrary at MCCR, 1919
Decatur from 7-8:30 pm, 861-0885.

AIDS EQUITY LEAGUE, 12 noon, Charlie's
Restaurant, | 100 Westheimer, 87 1-0092.

12 HEALING AND HAPPINESS
THROUGH WELLNESS, explores wellness for
improving and maintaining health and happiness, 7
pm, Metropolitan Multiservice Center, 1475 W.
Gray, 623-6796.
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Miles D. Glaspy, LMSW-ACP
Psychotherapist
New Counseling Center

Specializing in:

* Individual, Couple
or Group Therapy

* Gay and Lesbian Issues

= HIV Counseling Slidine Scale F
* Jliding Jcale Fees-

* Growth Oriented Insurance Accepted

Psychatherapy

|

(713) 529-1913 3415 Graustark, Houston, TX 77006

AN AFFORDABLE ALTERNATIVE

Al Miller Funeral Services we offer an Affordable Alternalive to expensive
funeral home services.

Qur innovative “Pay only for what you need” approach can save the average
family thousands of dolfars without sacrificing quality or integrity.

We also offer pre-need plans to provide for your family’s security today.

Don't you owe it to yourself and your family to know more? Call 981-1184 now.
Direct Cremation $950. Services from $1,600.

FUNERAL SERVICES

5% of funeral costs will be
donated to individuals
choice of charity.

DOES YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM NEED A BOOST?

A revolutionary new bealth product packs the equivalance
of 4-glasses of fruit and vegetable juices in just 2 capsules!
Independent laboratory tests reveal that natural food
enzymes found in these products boosted antibody
production by 350%! Learn why people concerned with
their health are turning to this exclusive new product.

For prwfm‘: in ﬁlrma tion or to become a distributor call
NutriZyme International
(713) 775-9499

Satisfaction Guaranteed, Or Your Money Back!

Ye Ole Magick Shoppe
Presents...

* A Course in Wicca and
The Mysteries of the Earth
* Divine the Future with
Tarot & Tarot Basics
with Joseph Molina
=Qigong: Energy Breathing
and Form Classes

Classes presented on
an ongoing basis.
Please call for
schedules and
information.
Tarot Readings
by Joseph Molina

1 658A Westheimer, in the
Dream Merchant Center

(713) 524-441 |

Mon-Wed 11-7; Thurs-Sat |1-8;
Sun |5
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WOMEN’'S NETWORK for lesbian and bisexual
women, 7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling Center, 70|
Richmaond, 529-0037.

13 MONTROSE ICE PICKS for lesbian/
gay ice skaters, 8-10 pm, Galleria Ice Rink, admission
is $4.75 plus $2 for skates, 629-1432,

COMPLEMENTARY TREATMENTS & Al -
TERNATIVES, panel discussion on alternative
therapies to HIV/AIDS, 7-9 pm, Metropolitan
Multiservice Center, 1475 W, Gray, 623-6796.

14 LEORA SALO IN COMNCERT,
singerfsongwriter, 8:30 pm, Cafe Maison.

MINISTRY WITHIN THE GAY COMMU-

MITY, a workshop by Chris Glaser to explore

churches and churchphobia in the gay community,
11:30 am, MCCR, 1919 Decatur, 862-7533.

THE DANCE OF SPIRITUALITY AND
SEXUALITY, a workshop with noted author
Chris Glaser, M. Div., 7 pm, Kingdom Community
Church, 4404 Blossom, 862-7533.

Ongoing

20 SOMETHING, a social group for adules, ages 20
to 29, addresses issues concerning bisexual, lesbian,
and gay individuals. For more information, contact Jeff

or Cindy at 713/315-6786.

AIDS ALLIANCE OF THE BAY AREA, support
group for those infected and affected, Tuesdays, 7-8:30
pm, 17511 El Camino Real, #159, 713/488-4492.

AIDS FOUNDATION HOUSTON, free creative
writing workshop for anyone affected by AIDS, with
freelance writer Gregg Rodriguez. Mondays, 3-6 pm. Call
713/623-6796 or 713/868-0008 for more information.

AIDS MASSAGE PROJECT, sponsored by AIDS
Foundation Houston's YWellness Program, call jeffery at
713/521-1394 for an appointment.

THE ART LEAGUE OF HOUSTON is offering
free art classes for people with HIV. The engoing
course meets every Thursday and Friday from 1-4 pm.
Among other media, the course offers lessons in
painting, prinunaking. and ceramics on a rotating basis.
For information, call Patrick Palmer at 713/523-8817.

BINET (Bisexual Nevwork of Houston), VWed., 7 pm,
MCCR Church, 1919 Decatur, 713/861-9149.

CAFE ARTISTE Open mic and songwriters night
every Thursday, 8 pm (sign-up begins at 7:45 pmj. All
instruments welcome, Hosted by Cafe Artiste and
Tony Asch. Open mic poetry every Wednesday, 8:30
pm, Hosted by Cafe Artiste and Zachary Fox. 1681 W.
Main at Mandell near Menil Collection, 713/528-2704.

CARING STEPS is offered to parents, family, friends,
and loved ones of someone who is HIV positive.
Provided by Montrose Clinic. Call 713/520-2073 for
scheduling.

CROSSROADS is a support group for gays and
lesbians who are currently in full-time church work,
have been in the past, or are pursuing their calling, Itis
not exclusively for pastors, but is open to chaplains,
administrators, musicians or music-, youth- and educa-
tional-directors. Meets the third Saturday of each

O u i v

month for an informal brunch, Call 713/802-1056 for
meeting date, time, and place.

DIGNITY HOUSTON, dedicated to the welfare of
gay and lesbian Catholics and their friends, meets
Saturdays at 7:30 pmand Sundays at 5:30 pm, 1307 Yale,
Suite H, 713/880-2872.

THEDIZINGER FOUNDATION offersfree classes
inart and photography to HIV-positive individuals. The
foundation also gives grants to people for their com-
pleted works. Please feel free ta visit their gallery on
Avondale to view the many works on display. 713/522-
8660.

EMPOWERMENT FOR LIVING, a weekly HIV-
positive and negative support program and potluck
supper, Tuesdays, &6 pm, MCCR, 1219 Decatur, For
more informadon, call 713/861-9149.

EN*LIGHT*EN UP, a gay men's spiricuality group,
Thursdays, 7:30 pm, Sunset Blvd. Call Howard at 713/
528-6174 for more information.

GAY &LESBIANPARENTS SUPPORT GROUP
meets to discuss issues pertaining to today’s gay fami-
lies. If you have children or plan to have children, our
support group can help with issues like coming out, ex-
spouse problems, step relationships, etc. Meets at the
Maontrose Library, 4100 Montrose, the third Thursday
of every month from 7-9 pm, 713/980-7995.

GAY FATHERS of Houston is a support group of gay
men who meet every Monday, 8-9:30 pm at Grace
Lutheran Church, 2515 Waugh, to discuss problems
gay fathers share. For more information or directions,
call 713/861-6181.

GLOBAL (Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Alliance at the
University of Houston) is a social, political, and support
group for the university GLB populationand its support-
ers. Everyone is welcome. The group meets weekly on
WAlednesdays at4 pm in the University Center. For more
information, call Ruben at 713/743-7539 or e-mail at
ST586(@|ETSON.UH.EDU,

THE HOMELESS PET PLACEMENT LEAGUE
is a nonprofit animal welfare organization that rescues
and rehabilitates stray and abandoned cats and dogs. To

inquire about volunteering, foster care, or adopting,
call 713/862-PETS.

HOUSTONAREATEEN COALITIONOFHO-
MOSEXUALS (HATCH) is open to gays and lesbi-
ans, age 15-21, meets Fridays from 7:30-10 pm and
Sundays from 6:30-9 pm, call 713/942-7002 for location
and information,

HOUSTON OUTDOOR GROUP isasocial group
for gay men and lesbians who enjoy the outdeors.
Activities include camping. hiking. horseback riding,
canoeing, etc. Day trips, weekend trips (typically a two-
to feur-hour drive from Houston) and extended trips
to places such as Wyoming, Canada, and the Cayman
Islands. Call 713/KAMP-OUT ar write to P.O. Box
980893, Houston, TX 77098.

HOUSTON PRIDE BAMD has formed to provide
musical entertainment for the lesbian and gay commu-
nity. They are seeking musicians of all skill levels and
instrumentation. Rehearsals are held at Dignity Hous-
ton, 1307 Yale on Wednesdays from 7-9 pm. Contact
Russell at 713/524-0218 or e-mail HousTxBand
@aol.com,

KOLBE PROJECT isan ecumenical outreach to gays,
lesbians, and other sexual minorities modeled after the
ministry of St. Francis of Assisi. Potluck and commu-
nity-concern programs, first Thursdays, 7 pm; Healing
Service, second Thursdays, 7 pm; Crossdressers Sup-
port Group, Tuesdays, 8 pm; Spiritual Direction by

S M A R T

appointment; HIVIAIDS hospital chaplaincy. For infor-
mation, call 713/522-8182.

LONE STAR NUDIST GROUP |oin gay or bi-
sexual men who wish to share nude experiences
together. YWe currenty have 72 members in the Hous-
ton area. Singles and lovers welcome. Monthly meet-
ings. Mude social events, massage group, and out-of-
town gatherings. Call 713/866-8847 for more informa-
tion.
L

THE MOVIE CLUB meets on Saturdays, 8-9 pm, in
front of a chosen theater and attending a restaurant
after the movie. Call 713/867-9454 for more informa-
tion and meeting time and place.

% Brochures
* Programs
* Posters

MNEXT STEP is a free confidential program of infor-
mation and medical testing for persons who are HIV
positive. Provided by Montrose Clinic. Call 713/520-
2000 for schedule and to register.

PEOPLE IN MEDICINE & HPHR (Houston Physi-
cians for Human Rights), an organization for all lesbian
and gay health care professionals, meets monthly,
providing socials, speakers, networking, and practitio-
ner referral line. For information or a referral, call 713/
523-4700.

PROTECT (People Respecting Ourselves Through
Establishing Community and Trust) is an HIV-negative
support group providing a safe place to share experi-
ences, strengths and hopes in an effort to remain HIV
negative. Tuesdays, 7-8:30 pr., Bering Church Office,
1440 Harold. For more information, call Marty Yaklin,
713/520-7870.

Q-PATROL is an organization dedicated to the pre-
vention of hate crimes against lesbians and gay men. We

* Newsletters
* Logos * Ads
* Flyers

*Plumbing Repair
* Complete Sewer Service

Woman Owned & Family Operated

24 Hour Emergency Service™ City Wide |

49 Years Experience

649-6161

Swilley & Hudson

& ASSOCIATES INC. - REALTORS

Montrose Office located al

704 Hawthorne

The Dynamic Duo !

Houston's Oldest & Largest Company
Serving the Gay & Lesbian Community

Linela Huelson

Ask for Barbara or Linda...

719 520-

Barbara Alexander

3888
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patrol the bar areas in Montrose and are always on the
lookout for volunteers. If you have at least one Friday
or Saturday night per month you can donate to the
protection of gay men and lesbians, please call 713/87 | -
8519.

RAINBOWY RANGLERS is a gay country and west-
ern dance club promoting Texas-style couple dancing.
The club teaches beginning level country dance every
Thursday at 8:30 pm and advanced level dance every
VVednesday at 7 pm at the Brazos River Botrom, 2400
Brazos. Dance classes are free and open to the public.
Call 713/880-0670 for information.

SOUTHERN COUNTRY HOUSTON promotes
pride and unity while providing country and western
dance lessans, exhibitions, and charity events to benefit
service organizations in the Houston area. Free dance
lessons are offered every Tuesday at The Ranch, Plaza
9200, 9200 Buffalo Speedway. For more information,
write to P.O, Box 1502, Houston, TX 77252-1502.

SELF-HYPMNOSIS FOR IMPROVING HEALTH
AND ATTITUDE, hypnotherapist T. C. LeMormand
of Behavioral Dynamics teaches self-hypnosis tech-
niques for stress reduction and desired behavioral
changes for a healthier, happier life, two consecutive
Thursdays. Call 789-0713 to register,

TEXAS GAY YETERANS OF HOUSTON is
committed to ending discrimination against gays, lesbi-
ans, bisexuals, and transgenders in the military services.
Meets for business on the first Thursday of the month,
6 pm, 2700 Albany. Suite 304. Write to P.O. Box 66135,
Houston, TX 77266-6135 or call Patrick at 713/869-
0982 or James at 713/649-8808.

FINALLY.

Financial Strategies
and Solutions
For Our Community

Julie LaRue, LUTCF

‘TheAcacia Group®

The Acacia Financial
Center of Houston
713/888-3500
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Travis Ammons (right) with George Brotk and
Jim Coppens are featured in 1

Production’s pr
Houston Skyline Theatre, 1617 Fannin, June
July 15. Call 759-0701 for tickets,

TEXAS HUMAN RIGHTS FOUNDATION isa
statewide, not-fcr-prgﬁt hagal agency thatadvocates on
behalf of the lesbian, gay, and HIV community, and
publishes the booklet AIDS and the Low: Know Your
Rights. If youfeel you have been discriminated againston
the basis of sexual orientation or HIV status and need
legal advice or attorney referral, call their toll-free
number, 1-800-828-6417.

WOMEN'S ACTION COALITION (WAC)isan
open alliance of women committed to direct action on
issues affecting the rights of all women, Wednesdays, 7
pmat Toopees. P.O. Box 131 148, Houston, TX77219-
| 148, vaice mail 713/867-9581.

Rapio anD TV

AFTER HOURS: (Radio) Saturdays, midnight to 3
am. Featuring the QMZ (Queer Music Zone) with
Jimmy Caper. KPFT 90.1 FM.

LESBIAN & GAY VOICES: (Radio) Fridays, 6-8pm.
Features news, music, interviews, reviews, and com-
mentary. KPFT 90,1 FM.

GAY 90s: (TY) presented by Monticello Entertain-
ment. Other times are listed in local television guides
under Public Access Cable (PAC) channels. For more
information, call 94%-3119.

OUT!IN HOUSTON: (TV) presented by The Agora
on Public Access Cable. Showtimes are listed in local
television guides under Public Access Cable (PAC)
channels. Fer more information, call The Agora at 729-
4267.

AIDS TALK HOUSTON: (TV) Public Access Cable.
Showtimes are listed in local television guides under
Public Access Cable (PAC) channels.

LIFE... TODAY:(TV) Public Access Cable. Showtimes

are listed in local television guides under Public Access
Cable (PAC) channels.

FEM TV: Public Access Cable. Showtimes are listed in
local television guides under Public Access Cable (PAC)
channels.

THEATER

ACTORS THEATRE OF HOUSTON, 2506
South Boulevard, 529-6606. Through June 25: The
Old Boy.

A.D. PLAYERS, Grace Theater, 2710 W. Ala-
bama, 526-2721. July 7-August 13: | Dol | Dal

ALLEY THEATRE, 615 Texas Ave,, 228-8421.
Extended through July %: Angels in America: Part 1.
Extended through July 9: Angels in America: Part IL.
July 7-16: The Mousetrap. July 21-August &: | Hate
Hamlet.

THE COMPANY ONSTAGE, 536 Westbury
Square, 726-1219. June 23-July 29: The Fontasticks.

THE COMPANY WE KEEP, New Heights
Theater, 339 West 19th, 523-9000. July 5-31: Me
and Jezebel.

DIVERSEVWORKS, | | |7 East Freeway, 223-8346,
June 23-24: unconscious studies and The Weekend,

GOAT SONG, at Stages, 3201 Allen Parkway,
529-5960. June 19-June 23: They Called Him Michael:
A Murder Mystery With a Twist.

GALYESTON ISLAND OUTDOOR MUSI-
CALS, Amphitheatre at West Beach, Galveston, |-
800-54-SHOWS. Through June 24: Brigadoon. June
28-July 29: Brigadoon. At The Grand 1894 Opera
House—July 6-23: Monky Business. July 27-August 13:
A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum.

THE GILBERT & SULLIVAN SOCIETY,
VWortham Center, 627-3570 or 236-8310. July 14-
23: Trial by Jury and H.M.S. Pinafare.

THEGROUP THEATREWORKSHOP, 3722
Washington, 522-2204. June 9-July |: Soul Survivor.

HOUSTONBROADWAY SERIES, Jones Hall,
629-3700. June 13-18: foseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat. July 11-23: Busker Alfey. July
| 6-September 2: Miss Saigon.

INSIDE/OUT PRODUCTIONS, Houston Sky-
line Theatre, 1617 Fannin, 9th floor, 759-0701. June
16-July 15: Orphans.

KAPLAN THEATRE, 5601 South Braeswood,
551-7255. June 10-25: Conversations With My Father.

MAIN STREET THEATRE, 2540 Times Blvd.,,
524-6706. June |-July 1: Waiting for a Kiss.

THEATRELAB HOUSTON, | 706 Alamo, 868-
7516, Through June 24: The Destiny of Me.

THEATRE SUBURBIA, 1410 V. 43rd, 682-
3525, June 2-July 1: Busybody. July 2I-August 26:
Only an Orphan Girl,
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 Bering Drive

HOUSTON NOW HAS HIV

BUYER'S CLUB!  (713) 880-2338
COMPANY/ITEM DOSAGE/SUPPLY COST
OptiPack (multi-vitamin) .. wwiinee 30 day supply ...

.. 25 mg/100 Caps .
. 400 i.uf100 softgels ..
.. 1,000 mg/100 Tab ...
_____ .. 200 mcg/100Tab ...,

Amni Beta-Carotene ........
Jarrow Yitamin E ...
AmniVitamin C
Amni Selenium

JATTEW NAC oo mrsbssmpisssame s 400 mg/100Tab ..
Jarrow Co-Enzyme Q ...... .+ 30 mg/100 Caps
Jarrow Creatine Monohydrate ... 120 gms/120 gms ...

Arkapharma SPY-30 v iiussisonniesissis ONE MONth SUPBYY siuesssscssecns

HELP US GET STARTED...
We are able to offer these prices because they are sold at cost. Since
we have to order by the case, it helps to expedite orders more quickly
when you double your order.
APPROXIMATE DELIVERY TIME
Two weeks after you pay for your order. We order when we have tl'!c
money and when we have enough orders to fill a case. One case is
our required minimum order (from the manufacturer) for most of
these products.
HOW TO ORDER
PHONE ORDERS: Call 713/880-2338 and place your credit card
order Master Card, Visa, AMEX, Discover. *All credit card transac-
tions require an additional 5% surcharge.
ORDER BY MAIL: Send your payment with your order to:
Prince Street Market P.O. Box 131594, Houston, Texas 77219,
Make checks payable to Prince Street Market.

KINGDOM
COMMUNITY
CHURCH

PRESENTS

Chris Glaser, M. Div.

Author of
Uncommon Calling, Come
Home!, Coming Out to God

and The Word is Our

In the following series of warkshops:
Friday, July {4, 7 P.M. - The Dance of Spirituality and Sexuali
Saturday, July 15, 10 AM. - Uncommon Callings
Saturday, July 15, 3 P.M. - Coming Out to God
Sunday, July 16, 2 P.M. - Reclaiming Christian Spirituality

Calfor detaband regatration

4404 Blossom at Snover
Houston, Texas 77007
713-862-7533
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Does Jennifer Beals (dancing here in 1983's Flashdance) do gay dances?

LARRY KING

(Entertainment Weekly, 6/9/95, Bruce Fretts)

Fretts: How would you rate Marlon Brando as a
kisser?

King: He's the only man who has ever kissed me on
the lips, including family members. I'm a confirmed het-
erosexual. And | would have to say that I've been think-
ing about him ever since.

ELIZABETH NMONTGOMERY

(The Advocate, 7/30/92, R. L. Pela)

Pela: Are you concerned that your involvement in
the gay-pride parade will lead people to believe
you're a lesbian?

Montgomery: [Laughing] I'm really not worried about
that. There are bigger things to worry about. Like the
presidential election and finding a cure for AIDS. | did
the parade in support of Dick [Sargent, her costar on
Bewifched]. | mean, in the end, didn’t we all?

RUPERT EVERETT

(Out, Fall 1992, Brad Goach)
* ‘The only group | want to be part of is the group of
humanity,’ says Everett by way of expressing his pref-
erence for playing complicated characters. ‘Our sexu-
ality—what makes your cock go hard—is like the sur-
face of what is really going on inside of us.... Put a gay
guy with a mustache and a shaved head and a pair of
chaps on a desert island with a gay woman and they'd
be having sex probably after three months. We don't
have personality like we think we have.""

Does Rupert Everett (seen here in 1985°s Dance With a Stranger) have
a dual personality?

JENNIFER

BeALS

(Out, 10/94, by Linda
Simpson)

“At Yale the gay dances
were the only ones
worth going to. The
people were much more
politically and socially
aware, and they played
better music.”

SHIRLEY
MMACLAINE

(The Advacate, 2/18/886,
Kim Garfield)

“Like | told The Advo-
cate once, Yyears
ago...well, they asked
me how | would feel if |
were in a leshian rela-
tionship. And | said,
‘Gee...| don't have any
objection to it except
that | don't have the time
to have but one good
fuck a week with a
man!™

(formerly of The Smiths)
(Details, 4/94, William
Shaw)

* ‘Do you mind if |
smoke?’ | ask.

‘I don't mind if you do,
as long as you don't light
that cigarette.’

‘That's okay. If you'd
rather | didn't...”

‘I'd rather you didn't. |
don't want to sound like
an old prune, but if | get
cancer, will you drive me
to the hospital?’ "

SANDRA
BERNHARD

{The Advacate, 12/15/92,
Lily Burana)

“Gays and lesbians
have taken on body
piercing as a public
sport lately. | have no
problem with piercings,
but it would just be nice
to combine body pierc-
ing with a nice game of
mah-jongg or some-
thing....”

|GCIT
oles

Compiled by
Blase DiStefano

Does Shirley MacLaine (seen here in 1986's Out on
a Limb) have enough time to be a lesbian?

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

{Details, 5/35)
“With the world's second-highest per-
centage of gay residents per capita (af-
ter San Francisco), Sydney is rapidly be-
coming the gayest city on earth.
Sydney's Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras,
which began in 1978 as a protest march,

is now Australia’s largest annual tourist
event, bringing an estimated $27 million
to the economy. In Australia as a whole,
gays are ten times as likely to have
graduated from college, and they earn
an average of 10 percent more than their
straight countrymen. As in America,
businesses are learning to tap into gay
spending power: A consulting firm re-
cently hosted a conference in Sydney
called Chasing the Pink Dollar.”

What would Sandra Bermhard (pictured here in 1986'

Sesame Street Presents: Follow Thar Bird) like to
combine with body piercing?
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SARAH
JESSICA

PARKER

(The Advocate, 8/25/92,
Mark Miller)

Miller: ...Who will be
your bridesmaids
[when you get mar-
ried]?

Parker: Oh, my friends
Eric and Adam are defi-
nitely two of my brides-
maids. I'm not kidding!
They don't have to wear
taffeta gowns, but they
definitely have to be by
my side.

When and if she ties the knot with boyfriend Matthew Broderick, will Sarah
Jessica Parker (pictured here in 1991's LA, Story have bridesmaids?

GR.EEN DAY & PANSY DIVISION
(Entertainment Weekly, 12/23/94, Jelt Gordinier)
“[Tlhe band does what it can to rebel. Green Day aimed a
spitball from the perch in the stratosphere when they asked
Pansy Division, an explicitly gay trio, to open recent gigs,
giving arenas full of teenybopper punks a heady wallop of
homoerotic popcore. The message, says Pansy Division's
frontman, Jon Ginoli: ‘We're not going to placate those
mainstream people, so we're going to get Pansy Division
to wake people up.””

JAN HOOKS
(The E! Channel, 2/95, “Q&A" hosted by Eleanor Mondale)
Q&A: If you could be someone of the opposite sex for
one day, who would you be and what would you do?
Hooks: I'd probably go to a gay bar and lock for a man.

GOLDIE HAWN

(The E! Channel, 10/94, re-

Does Guoldie Hawn (seen here in
1986's Wildears) also play ball with
National Gay/Lesbian Task Force?

UNION STATE

MORTGAGE CORPORATION

CHOOSE A MAJOR LENDER

Conventional ®* FHA * VA * HUD & VA Foreclosures

* 3% Down for Home Buyers

* 10% Down for Investment
Properties

* 15% Down for Poor Credit,
Foreclosures & Bankruptcies

¢ 20% Down for No-Income

i arry'l Robinson
Verification

St Loan Officer
Over 20 Years Experience!

o Table Funding

Very Competitive Rates
In-House Underwriting

Locally OM and Community Friondly Since 1982
(713) 781-8881

7447 Harwin Dr., Suite 135 * Houston, TX 77056

ported by Steve Kmetko)
Kmetko: National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force’s 4th
Annual Benefit attended
by Goldie Hawn and Ralph
Fiennes in L.A.: The task
force is dedicated to rais-
ing awareness of human
rights issues that affects
gays and lesbians. The
event honored Senator
Paul Wellstone of Minne-
sota for his stance on gay
and lesbian righis.
Hawn: We are all born
Americans, and we were
told we had all the freedoms
that that constitution prom-
ised us. So I'm here tonight

defending that.

VILTNAM
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RESTAURANT

3215 Main at Elgin
713/ 526-0917

Outstanding Vietnamese
and Chinese Food
Dine in or Take Out

HOUSE SPECIALS:

Lemon Grass Chicken
Vieinamese Steak
Black Pepper Shrimp

“Great service.

The Imperial rolls are

fit for a queen!”
—OutSmari

Haurs: Sun-Thurs 11-10:30
Fri-Sat 11-11
Major Credit Cards Accepled

r-l——_—----——---—_-ﬂ

| Present this coupon for 15 % OFF your next dinner ||

bill. Coupon good through July 15, 1995. One coupon per rabie/l
per visit.Vietnam Restaurant, 3215 Main at Elgin, 713/526-0917.
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SEXUAL
ORIENTATION

THE

OR
GENDER?

UNEASY CASE
FOR LIMITS:

A Reply to the Critics

n April, T argued in this column (“The Uneasy

Case for Limits,” QutSmart, 4/95) that the gay

civil rights movement should resist the growing
demands from some activists for the full incorporation
of transgender issues into gay civil rights organiza-
tions, marches, conferences, and other aspects of the
movement. I relied principally on two arguments to
support that conclusion. First, I argued that issues
related to gay civil rights are sufficiently distinct from
issues related to transgender civil rights to justify the
existence of different movements devoted primarily
to advancing one or the other. Second, L argued that, as a matter of
strategy and political reality, it would be self-defeating to insist on
the incotporation of the transgender cause into all gay civil rights
legislation and initiatives. The April article welcomed transgen-
dered peopleinto the gay civil rights movement, but concluded that
we should focus on gay civil rights.

The April article drew a torrent of hyperbole and name-
calling in the form of letters to the editor published in the May issue

by Dale Carpenter

of this magazine. One letter said that I was “oppress-
ing” another minority; another letter compared me to
the Pope; a third suggested that I spend far too much
time in my office (I wholeheartedly agree). Most
charged that I was “excluding” transgendered people
from the gay civil rights movement. On the contrary,
the April article had nothing whatsoever to do with
who should be in the movement; it had everything to
do with what the movement is fundamentally about.
None of the letters confronted that core issue, except
to recite empty platitudes about “diversity” and “in-
cdusion.” Indeed, the letters illustrate the very intellectual laziness
that has sucked us into this mess to begin with.

Only Sarah DePalma, a transgender activist, has attempted a
serious reply (“Gender Outlaws,” OutSmart, 5/95). Unlike the
letter writers, DePalma grapples with the real question presented
by the issue of transgender incorporation: What should be the
central organizing principle, the focus, of our civil rights move-
ment? DePalma advocates an alternative focus much broader than
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astruggle for “gay” civil rights, suggesting
instead that liberating people from all gen-
der expectations should be the goal. Why?
She concludes that because both gays and
transgenders are “gender outlaws” (people
who do not meet social expectations about
proper gender behavior), we are fighting
the same battle. Presumably, DePalma
would have us believe that the gay civil
rights movement is really a gender civil
rights movement. Gender, not sexual ori-
entation, is for her the proper umbrella
under which we will all fit.

Uprooting gender norms is under-
standably the central preoccupation of a
transgender activist. Profound and com-
prehensive dissatisfaction with socially as-
signed gender roles is, after all, the quality
that unites the disparate sub-groups com-
prising transgendered people. As a central
organizing principle for a gay civil rights
movement, however, it is a questionable
foundation. Profound and comprehensive
dissatisfaction with gender roles is not, as I
argued in April, a characteristic of being
gay.

Besides, gender is only one of many
possible organizing principles (or umbrel-
las) we could adopt as an alternative to
sexual orientation, We might put ourselves
under a banner of general sexual freedom,
fighting to remove taboos against many
ferms of sexual expression in addition to
sexual orientation. We might adopt some
principle of freedom for all social deviance
as our guide. Or we might champion some-
thing as amorphous as “cultural plural-
ism,” the apparent choice of one of the
letter writers.

There are many more possibilities.
They overlap to some extent, but are not
coextensive. Each possible organizing prin-
ciplewould “include” many types of people
and causes, and “exclude” others. No or-
ganizing principle will be all-inclusive. Each
may be supportable in some form as an
abstract matter, But the issue is: Are any of
the alternatives preferable to sexual orien-
tation as the focus of our movement? Do
any of them make better sense of the pri-
mary concerns of gay people? Are any of
them as practical for a movement that must
mobilize volunteers, raise money, win votes
in legislatures? As I argued at length in
April, the answer to each of these questions
is no,

None of the letter writers challenges
my contention that incorporation of the
transgender cause would be a strategic
disaster for the gay civil rights movement.
For her part, DePalma dubiously claims
that transgender activists have succeeded

in pulling some votes away from the Em-

ployment Non-Discrimination Act
(ENDA), which protects gaysbut not trans-
genders. Sheignores how many more votes
would be irretrievably lost for ENDA if
gender identity wereincluded in the bill, or
how much harderit would be to sell the bill
to those who have not yet signed on. She
also notes that some cities and one state
have adopted transgender non-discrimina-
tionlaws. But sheignores the fact that a gay
civil rights ordinance preceded the trans-
gender protections in each of those places
by as much as 15 years. This suggests that
achieving some measure of legal equality
for gays will help to pave the way for legal
protection for transgenders.

DePalma reserves her hottest rhetoric
for what she calls “assimilationists.” She
charges that assimilationists, made up of
gay conservatives, want to hide all the people
who are “different” so that other Ameri-
cans will believe that we're just like them.
The assimilationist label is an epithet in-
tended to do the work of an argument, and
should by now be a familiar tactic,

If assimilation means that we want
people to pretend to be something they're
not just so we can be accepted, I don’t
know an assimilationist on the planet, Our
movement draws heavily on the notion of
individual autonomy: Within very broad
boundaries, we should be free to be who
we are. But for most gay people, “being
who we are” means leading fairly ordinary
lives full of love, hope, boredom, achieve-
ment, tragedy, and car problems. Not a
very glamorous picture, perhaps, but I think
it better describes the way gays actually live
than queer rhetoric does. Indeed, it seems
to me that our job is to demonstrate to the
rest of the world that there is nothing queer
about being gay.

Some would distract us from our fight
against the tyranny of homophobia and
have us instead battle the tyranny of capi-
tal, or the tyranny of sexual mores, or the
tyranny of gender, or any number of other
exotic tyrannies. We must do this, we are
told, to placate some false god, like Inclu-
sion, or to smite some imaginary devil, like
Assimilation. We should resist the siren
call and concentrate our scarce resources
on beating the well-fed beast that dogs us
daily: homophobia. v

Dale Carpenter is a lawyer in Houston and
serves on the board of directors of the Houston
Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus. The opin-
fons expressed in this column are not necessar-
ily endorsed by the HGLPC or any of its

riembers.
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Challenge Grant Issued for
Completion of Montrose Clinic
Capital Campaign

local foundation has issued a dollar-for-
dollar challenge grant up to a maximum of
$300,000, the amount needed for the comple-
tion of the Montrose Clinic capital campaign for
the 215 Westheimer building.

"This challenge lets our donors know that
when they contribute to the capital fund, their
donaticn is actually counting twice," said Eileen
Hegar, Montrose Clinic president. "For every
dollar raised, this foundation will contrbute
another dollar. This challenge puts the comple-
tion of the capital campaign within attainable
reach.”

OutVote Centinues Yoter
Registration Drive

and Elects Board

utVote, the new voter registration group,

continues its first voter registration drive
as it gets organized in anticipation of filing for IRS
tax-exempt status in late June. At its third
meeting on May | 7, members elected a tempo-
rary board and approved bylaws. Temporary
board members are: John Freeman, president;
Cicely Wynne, vice president; Ryan Watt, sec-
retary; Steven Emmert, treasurer; and Richard
Prawitz, Michael Crawford, David Burleson, Tim
Granger, and Pat Gandy, at-large board mem-
bers. OutVote was organized to register gay
men, lesbians, bisexuals, and transgendered
people to vote, educate them about the impor-
_ tance of voting, and mativate them to vote in
each election. For more information, call 520-
VOTE.

Enc Roland

u T v S M A R
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Milk Money

T

Pictured (1-r): PWICOH's Ray Ramirez
and Julie Siska, HGO's Gary Gibbs,
Greg Jeu from OutSmart, Pet Patrol's
C. Richard Arenschieldt, AHF's Randy
Bell, and TAF's Trey Yates.

Pictured here are representatives from Pet Patrol, AIDS Foundation Houston, Pride Commit-
tee of Houston, and The Assistance Fund, all sharing a $3,000 check from Houston Grand Opera’s
Gary Gibbs. HGO teamed with OutSmart last January to donate proceeds from two performances
of the world premiere of Harvey Milk to benefit these four worthy organizations. OutSmart wishes
to thank Houston Grand Opera, these four organizations, and all those whao attended Harvey Milk
to make this fundraising promotion a successful one.

HGLPC Votes Against
the Inclusion of
Transgendered People
n a vote of 26 in favor and |6 opposed, a
motion to include transgenders in the bylaws

of the Houston Gay and Lesbian Political Cau-
cus failed to receive the two-thirds majonity

required for amendments to the bylaws. The

amendment would have “condemned all dis-
crimination, including that based on gender
identity or orientation” and would have re-
quired the caucus “to exhibit solidarty and
cooperation with transgendernists and bisexuals
in their similar mission.” '

Sarah DePalma, ofthe transgenderist group
It's Time Texas, called the mowve "transphobic’
and said, "We see the refusal to include
transgenders in the mission statement as being
no different than white country clubs who
refused to admit African Americans.”

Largest-Ever Quilt Display
Set for Columbus Day

Weekend 1996

aking place during the Columbus Day week

end of October | |-13, the 1996 Washing-
ton, D.C. display of The NAMES Project AIDS
Memorial Quilt marks the first time in four years
andthe fifthtime since it started in 1987 thatthe
Quilt will be shown in its entirety in the nation's
capital. The NAMES Project Foundation, who
recently appointed Mike Smith, co-founder to
the Quilt, as director of the 1996 display,
expects the Quilt to be over twice as large as
the last display in 1992 and over 23 times larger
than the first display in 1987.

The time and place of the 1996 display is
nat arbitrary, Smith states: “Several weeks be-
fore critical U.S. elections, when the spotlight is
on the President and elected members of

Congress, we will display the entire AIDS Me-

MANSKER
INSURANCE
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18 QutSmare ¥ June 15, 1995

)

Proudly Serving
Our Community

Dedicated to Art in
Floral Design

IEGHTS fb@VE

Fresh & Silk Flowers
Gift Baskets
Beautiful Green Plants

Bl == 911 W. 11th Street
=2 862-2683

City-wide delivery -
Guaranfeed to Pleass!

-

morial Quilt in Washington—to ensure that
AIDS and its awful costs are given urgency on
the American and international agendas.”

Bering Foundation’s
New Executive Director

Gets to Work

William Kersten has undertaken the duties

of being the executive director for the
Bering Community Service Foundation. Kersten
replaced jody Huckaby, who resigned from
Bering in Decermnber after five years to accept
the position of executive director of AIDS
Services MNew Mexico. Kersten's immediate
plans include the completion of the Care Cen-
ter kitchen renovation and possibly a renova-
tion of the patient waiting areas in the Bering
Dental Clinic. He is also interested in
collarborating with other agencies in develop-
ing a continuum of care for clients.

Montrose Clinic Offers New,
Expanded Hours to Decrease
Waiting Time
l‘\/l ontrose Clinic has expanded its hours of

operation and will restructure its service
hours for sexually transmitted disease (STD)
treatment, HIV screening, and the Frost Eye
clinic to offer these services at the most conve-
nient times for the greatest number of people.
More importantly, most services are now of-
fered on an appointment basis to decrease
waiting time, although walk-ins are still wel-
come,

Hours for STD screening are | | am-8 pm
dh Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, and 9
am-6 pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Anony-
mous and confidential HIV counseling and test-
ing is offered Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri-
days from 5 pm-8 pm, and Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from | pm-5 pm. The Frost Eye Clinic has
expanded its hours to 9 am-6 pm on Mondays
and Thursdays.

Appointrnents for services can be made

by calling 520-2000. Appointments for anony-
mous HIV testing will be made using a number
only,

Executive Turnover for Log

Cabin Republicans

uring the May |5 meeting of Log Cabin-

Houston, the Board of Trustees, after
unanimously electing Marion E Coleman to the
position of vice president left vacant by the
resignation of |ulie Ellis, were surpnised by the
resignation of its president, Ken Wilk Gary |
Van Octeghem was elected to fill the unex-
pired presidential term, and Scot Hedrick was
unanimously elected to fill the unexpired term
of the board seat formerly held by Van
Qoteghem.

Harris County Health
Department Sponsors Contest

for Artists with HIV

contest to design the cover of the 1996

HIVIAIDS Resource Directory was re-
cently announced by The Harris County Health
Department HIV Services and The Dizinger
Foundation. The theme of the cover should
reflect the contents of the resource directory,
which includes services that assist persons in-
fected and affected by HIV/AIDS. The artist
with the winning design will be awarded a
trophy, as well as being recognized at a public
forum. The contest is open to all art mediums,
and the deadline for entries is July 15. For more
information, please contact Clifton Hazelwood
at 527-8490.

Short-Term Counseling Offered

to HIY-Positive Individuals

he Montrose Clinic, AIDS Foundation Hous

ton, The Assistance Fund, and SEARCH
have collaborated to provide short-term coun-
seling in the Houston metropolitan area for
low-income residents who are infected or af-
fected by HIV. Each client may have 12 indi-

vidual sessions with Sally Hubertz, a licensed
professional counselor. The purpose of the
therapy is to help the client get through the
transitions brought on by the disease and
retum as much as possible to fariliar, helpful
ways of coping. Services are provided at the
Montrose Clinic Community Services location
at Montrose and Hawthome. If necessary, visits
can be made to alternate sites including home,
hospital, or hospice. To schedule an appoint-
ment, call 520-2075.

AIDS Action Ad Campaign
Features Houston Woman and

Bering Dental Clinic

IDS Action Council has released an ad

campaign featuring the experiences of
two women living with AIDS to appeal to
members of Congress to reauthorize the Ryan
White Comprehensive AIDS Resources Emer-
gency (CARE) Act. One of the ads features
Alice C. of Houston who used the services of
Bering Dental Clinic, an organization funded by
the Ryan VWhite Act. The ads are co-sponsored
by Bering Community Service Foundation, as
well as a couple of Tampa, Florida, organiza-
tions and Log Cabin Republicans out of VWash-
ington.

The single most important piece of legis-
lation for thousands of Americans living with
HIV/AIDS, the CARE Act is currently up for
reauthorization in the Senate. Despite a recent
hold placed on the bill (5.64 1) by Senator |esse
Helms (R-NC}, the bill is expected to reach the
floor for a vote with the 60 co-sponsors nec-
essary to prevent a filibuster. The House bill on
Ryan White is expected to be introduced
500N,

MCCR Selects Interim Pastor
ev. James Bums was recently selected as
the Interim Pastor at the Metropolitan

Community Church of the Resurrection
(MCCR). Rev. Bumns comes to Houston from
L=

‘Odilia Méndez, M.S., L.P.C.
Professional Counselor

Announces the opening
of her practice

MENDEZ

Specializing in
Individual & Family,
Relationship & HIV/AIDS Counseling

713/279-0141
1315 W. Alabama * Suite 106
by appointment
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LOCAL BRIEFS

Continued from previous poge

West Haven, Connecticut, where he was pas-
tor of MCC-New Haven from May 1984 to
December 1994, He received his education at
Cberlin College in Cberlin, Chio, and his mas-
ter of arts in religion at Yale Divinity School in
MNew Haven, Connecticut.

Midwest Men’s Festival

to Be Held in Late July

he 14th annual Midwest Men's Festival will

be held from July 18to 27 at Gaea Retreat
Center, located about 45 minutes northwest of
Kansas City, Missouri. Attended primarily by gay
men, the festival is a celebration of diversity,
personal expression, and community participa-
tion. The retreat center has cabin space with
bunk beds and acres of space for tent camping,
aswell as a | 6-acre lake for swimming, boating,
and fishing. The entire gathering site is clothing
optional. For more information, please call
David or Jay at (913)268-4661.

AIDS Information
Now Available
via Computer Access
pioneer collaborative effort by national,
state, county, city, and community-based
agencies to provide Houstonians with comput-
erized access to the most up-to-date AIDS

information, free of charge, has been imple-
mented by Houston AIDS Information Link
(HAIL). A free service to the community coor-
dinated by the University of Texas-Houston
School of Public Health, HAIL is availble at
several Houston sites, including the University
of Texas-Houston School of Public Health Li-
brary and AIDS Helpline for Health Care Pro-
fessionals, the Houston Public Library System’s
Montrose Branch, the Hams County Hospital
Distnict's Thomas Street Clinic, and the Hous-
ton Clinical Research Netwark at Montrose
Clinic. Formore information, contact Stephanie
Norman at 792-4350.

Open House for
New HIV/AIDS Housing Facility

for Women and Children

is Touch Ministries announces an open

house celebration for a new HIV/AIDS
housing facility for women and children in Pasa-
dena. The public is invited to view the property
en July 10 from 2 pm-7 pm. The five-acre piece
of property will incorporate a women's transi-
tional housing haven and a hospice care facility,
called Wesley House, Michael House, a six-unit
apartment, will provide permanent heusing for
wormnen and children,

His Touch Ministries, a non-profit organi-
zation founded under Christian values, offers
various services, including Care Teams, support
groups, and educational outreach programs.
For more information on His Touch Ministries,
contact Randy Cupples at 315-7442.

Foundation Marshals
Funds for

Lesbian Projects

A n Uncemmen Legacy Foundation, Inc. isa

nen-profit organization dedicated to fund-
ing lesbian-specific projects ranging from medi-
cal research to television shows. Founded by
Vivian Shapiro of Fast Hamptan, Long Island,
New York, in 1990 and incorporated in 1993,
the foundation provides an opportunity for
lesbiansto contribute totheirown self-interest
without havingto 'come out," where they may
face severe discrimination.

Invits first full year as a national foundation,
An Uncommon Legacy awarded more than
% 134,000 in grants, with money going to New
Yori's Hetrick-Martin Institute, the MNational
Center for Lesbian Rights, the Audre Lorde
Health Clinic in Las Angeles; and the Lesbian
Research Network and Waoman Vision Video,
among others. In 1994 the foundation insti-
tuted its scholarship program, awarding a total
of 30 scholarships, $ 1000 each, to out lesbians
attending colleges and universities. For more
information about the foundation, write to An
Uncommon Legacy Foundation, Inc., 150 West
26th Street, Suite 503, New York, New York
10001,

Summer Family Bar-B-Que

(713) 621-0247

FORTION OFf FROFITS ARE DONATED BY TRAVEL IN STYLE, INC,

Travel in Style, Inc.

located in the Galleria area.
9495 Ulest Loop South #501 * Houston, TX 77027
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Center for Healthy Sexuality

* Sexual Addiction and Compulsion

Treatment of:

* Intimacy and Relationship Problems

» Sexual Abuse and Incest Issues

Individual, Couple and Group Therapies Available

Dr. Barbara Levinson * (713) 785-2600
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Dyke March Slated

for New York

NEW YORK—New York's Lesbian Avengers
is planning ancther Dyke March, slated as part
of this year's New Yaork Gay Pride events on
Saturday, June 24. Last years Intermational
Dyke March drew some 20,000 women. The
theme of this year's march is “Snatch the
Power."

Yirginia Library Nixes
Gay Pride Display
FAIRFAX, Va—The head of the Fairfax, Vir-
ginia, Library has nixed a gay pride display at the
Tysons Comer branch, which has had the
display annually for the past nine years. Edwin
Clay, head of the Fairfax Library, said canceling
the exhibit at the branch library wasn't anti-gay
and said it was "time that we move on.” Clay
acknowledged that the ongoing protest by
local anti-gay conservatives had influenced his
decision to cancel this year's gay pride exhibit.

Columbia University Nixes

$&M Student Group

NEW YORK-—The student govemment at
Columbia University has dropped the school's
official recognition of the campus organization
Conversio Virum, that had been organized by
Columbia studentsto discuss bondage, leather-
sex, and S&M. The group itself defined its
purpose as being a place to provide a safe
forum for students “grappling with issues of
sexuality,” but Columbia officials withdrew
school support, claiming that the group's stated
purpose of being a "humanitarian support
group” was misleading and deceptive, ** ‘Hu-
rmanitanan’ relates to the alleviation of pain and
suffering,” student leader David Linton said.
“Any group that advocates the infliction of pain
Is not ‘hurmanitarian.” ™

Phelps Says He’ll Protest
Gay Day at Disney
TOPEKA, Kan—Fred Phelps, the renegade
Baptist minister who makes headlines by lead-
ing anti-gay picketers at funerals of people who
have died of AIDS, has said he will conduct a
protest at Gay Day at Disney World in Or-
lando, Florida, on Saturday, June 3. Last year's
Gay Day drew some 20,000 lesbians and gay
men 1o the popular theme park and a small
group of some two dozen protesters from the
American Family Association and Operation

Rescue. Phelps is a disbarred attorney and the
pastor of the Wesbore Baptist Church, whose
small congregation is primarily composed of his
family members. Church members have staged
crude anti-gay pickets at the funerals of such
notables as Randy Shilts, President Clinton's
mother Virginia Kelley, and Pedro Zamora.

Red Hot and ‘Generation X’
HOLLYWOOD-—Continuing efforts to ex-
pand both those it reaches and its fundraising
base, the Red Hot Organization has begun

working on another CD—Red, Hot + Bothered,
aimed at younger “Generation X' listeners.
The upcoming album will include less main-
stream, fringe rock groups like Noise Addict,
Licorice, and The Grifters. Red Hot has raised
over 35 million for various AIDS organizations
in the U.S. from its first five albums to date.

Museum’s Multicultural
Wedding Exhibit
OAKLAND, Calif—The Oakland Museumnhas
just opened a historical exhibit covering wed-

GLAAD Takes on Mel Gibson’s Latest Film

LOS ANGELES—The Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD) took
to the streets to hand out leaflets outside theaters in a half-dozen cities, protesting
the opening of the Mel Gibson film Braveheart. Ellen Carton, GLAAD's executive
director said, “We can't find any heart in Braveheart. There's nothing brave about
prejudice and violence." GLAAD said the portrayal of the gay English King Edward
Ilin the film was “a throwback to the classic celluloid ‘queer’ played for laughs.” The
film opened at theaters around the country on May 24.
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ding customs from Native American traditional
ceremonies to conternporary same-sex holy
unions. The multicuttural exhibit includes mate-
rial from the museum's large historical collec-
tion of photographs, costumes, and memora-
bilia, as well as materials on loan from other
museumns and private collections. The exhibit
tracks how couples meet, engagement cus-
toms, pre-wedding celebrations, nuptial cer-
emonies, and honeymaons, with short histories
of how the customs evolved. Among the wed-
ding garments, ranging from a Japanese kimono
to a 19th century embroidered bridal gown
from Turkey, are the matching pair of colorful
shirts wom by two men during their wedding.

Mayor, City Attorney Want Gay

Couple to Get Marriage License
ITHACA, N.Y.—Thelthaca journal has reported
that Mayor Benjamin Nichols and City Attorney
Charles Guttrnan both want the City Councilto
orderthe city clerk to issue a marriage license to
two gay men who plan on getting married late
in June. The couple, Toshav Greene and Fhillip
Storrs, applied forthe license in May and ended
up meeting with a number of the city's elected
leaders, many of whom say they now agree the
city should issue the license. Nichols, in fact,
urged the City Council to pass a resolution
calling on the state to legalize same-sex mar-
riages. It is uncertain whether the license will
actually be issued, and perhaps more importart,
what such a license would legally mean in terms
ofthe couple’s legal rights since it would alrmost
inevitably lead to a court case in the state.
Greene and Storrs say they will go ahead with
their planned Jewish wedding ceremony on
June 22 whether they get the license or not.

West Yirginia University OKs

Limited Domestic Partner Plan
MORGANTOWN, W Va—The University of
West Virginia has approved a school domestic
partners policy that will, for the first time in the
state, include the partners of registered same-
sex staff, faculty, and students. Qualified couples
who register their relationship through the
university will be eligible for a variety of benefits,
including use of school libraries and recreational
facilities, child day care services, and other
campus programs. The new policy does not
currently include health insurance coverage for
qualified partners of school employees,

Mixed Ruling from

Canada’s Supreme Court
OTTAWA—The Canadian Supreme Court
has ruled that same-sex couples are not eligible
for the same public spousal pension benefits as
other couples in the country. The high court
ruling, however, also concludes that discnmina-
tion based on sexual orientation is prohibited
under Canada’s Charter of Rights—the first
time the country’s Supreme Court has defini-
tively ruled on the issue. The court ruled 5-4
that James Egan and John Nesbit, a British

Columbia gay couple who have lived together
since 1948, are not entitled to receive spousal
pension benefits under Canada's Old Age Se-
curity Act. The court concluded that the refusal
to extend the pension benefits to the couple
amounted to discrimination in violation of the
Charter of Rights, but that the exclusion was
justifiable discrimination because the legislature's
geal in setting up the country’s pension system
was to help poorer elderly women. The court
also said that Parfiament had decided to extend
certain financial support to married couples,
which the court concluded is by its nature a
heterosexual institution.

Buddhist Association to

Perform Same-Sex Weddings
LOS ANGELES—The World Tribune, the news-
paperofthe Soka Gakkai International Buddhist
Association, has reported that the religious
group will now perform wedding services for
same-sex couples, the same as it now does for
opposite-sex couples. The newspaper quoted
Fred Zaitsu, SGI's general director, who said the
change reflected the Buddhist “spirit of non-
discrimination and equality.” Soka Galdeai Irter-
national is the largest Buddhist religious group
in the United States.

NBA Star’s Candid Talk in

Sports lllustrated

NEW YORK—Dennis Rodman, the flamboy-
ant San Antonio Spurs player, made the cover
of Sports Mustrated—in itself not particularly
newsworthy, even if the orange-haired Rod-
rman is gussied up in a bright tank top, metallic
hot pants, and a dog collar studded with rhine-
stones, More noteworthy—especially consid-
ering the often uptight macho world of profes-
sional sports—are Rodman's fairly candid views
on homosexuality, The pro basketball hoopster
told the magazine that he often goes to gay
bars, has no problems hugging or kissing men
friends, and, afthough saying he has never had
sex with another man, said, | visualize being
with another man.”" Rodman is quoted in the'
magazine as saying, "'Everybody visualizes being
gay—they think, ‘Should | do it or not?’ The
reason they can't is because they think it's
unethical. They think it's a sin. Hell, you're not
bad if you're gay, and it doesn't make you any
less of a person.”

British High Court Rejects

Military Ban Challenge
LONDON—Bntain's High Court has reluc-
tantly thrown out a bid to allow homosexuals
to serve inthe armed forces. The court rejected
a legal challenge by four service members
dismissed for being gay. However, the judge
said the British policy probably wouldn't survive
much longer because it was “against the tide of
history.” Jeanette Smith, Graeme Grady, John
Backett, and Duncan Lustig-Prean challenged
the Defense Ministry in the High Court, but lost
the appeal—although not without moral sup-
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port from the court. Lord Justice Simon Brown
said he was refusing the application with "hesi-
tation and with regret,’” but said that the deci-
sion on the future of the policy must lie with
others, specifically with the government and
with Pardiament. After the court ruling, the four
discharged service members and their support-
ers held a press conference where spokes-
woman Angela Mason said they were consider-
ing an appeal of the two-judge High Court
ruling, The ministry said it was satisfied with the
ruling. Defense Ministry spokeswoman Alisa
Melntyre said at a press conference following
the court ruling, *We are obviously very pleased
that the policy of excluding homosexuals from
the armed forces has been examined in depth
during the judicial review and that the court has
concluded that it is lawful.”

Gay Albanian Group Wins

Official Recognition
TIRANE, Albania—In just over one year, after
forming in 1994, the Gay Albania Society has
moved from being a secretive, illegal associa-
tion in what was once the hardest of the hard-
line Communist nations, to helping convince
the national parfiament to repeal its anti-gay

laws earlier this year, to now winning official
recognition, the Open Media Research Institute
has reported. The Gay Albania Society was
secretly formed with an anonymous member-
shipin March 1994. By the beginning of this year,
the society had been instrumental in convincing
the Albanian Parfiament to drop Article 137,
which carried a maximum |0-year prison sen-
tence simply for "being homosexual” When
the new penal code went into effect at the
beginning of June, the Albanian government
also extended formal recognition of the Gay
Albania Society as a registered citizens' associa-
tion representing the interests of a class of the
country.

Leshian Parental Case

Goes to N.Y. High Court
NEW YORK—The New York Court of Ap-
peals, the state's highest court, has begun hear-
ings that will decide whether one partner of
same-sex couples can adopt the biological child
ofthe other partner. The case involves a lesbian
who is attempting to adopt the five-year-old
biological daughter ofhermate. Thetwowomen,
identified only as Pl. and G.M. in court docu-
ments, have been a couple for 19 years. The
women want to have joint parental nghts to
their daughter because only a legal parent can
make certain decisions for a child under state

law. Beatrice Dohm of the Lambda Legal
Defense & Education Fund, which is handling
the appeal, said the case was being appealed
to New York's highest court because it would
“determine whether children with two gay
parents may ever have a legally recognized
relationship with both their moms or dads."
Earlier this year, a lower court refused to grant
the adoption, insisting that if it granted G.M.
parental rights it would have to deny Pl who
is the biological mother, her rights as the girf's
mother.

Country’s Largest
Gay Magazine

Hits the Internet
NEW YORK—Out magazine, the country’s
largest selling lesbigay news publication, has
entered the cyber universe of the Internet's
increasingly popular World Wide Web that
will for the first time in gay publishing history
be sponsored by Apple Computer. Out has
set up its “Web site” on the Internet in time
for June's gay pride celebrations around the
country and will include regularly updated
pride information from a score of lesbian and
gay publications in New York, Washington
D.C., Seattle, Los Angeles, San Francisco, and
other cities. The World Wide Web site
address for the publication is: http:/
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where Intemet readers can carry on discussions
with others on the Web.

Group to Protest at Celebra-

tion of UN’s 50th Anniversary

SAN FRANCISCO—The Coalition Respond-
ingto AlDS and State-Sanctioned Homophobia
(CRASHY), an ad hoc group of activists in San
Francisco, has called for a massive protest dur-
ing ceremonies marking the 50th anniversary of
the signing of the United MNations' charter on
June 25, The group has called the demonstra-
tion to protest the failure of global medical
authorities to deal with the AIDS epidemic and
to draw attention to what it charges s the
“denial of basic human rights for gays and
lesbians around the globe." Brett Thomas, a
spokesman for CRASH, said, "Over | million
people worldwide are already dead from AIDS.
That number will continue to climb if AIDS and
hatred of homosesxuals are ignored during the
UNS0 celebration in San Francisco.”

Breakaway Slav Republic

Bars Gay Lawyers
SKOP|E, Macedonia—In an extracrdinary move,
the national bar association in the breakaway
former Yugoslavian republic of Macedonia has
voted to bar homosexuals and alcoholics from
practicing law in the small, new Balkan state. The
attorneys' group justified its action by conclud-
ing that the general public in the country does

not trust homosexuals or alcoholics. The new
exclusionary rule applies only to prospective
new lawyers. Attomeys already working as
lawyers in the nation will be allowedto continue
their legal practice:

“Annual Conference of

Gay and Lesbian Jews

NEW YORK—The annual Intematicnal Con-
ference of Gay & Lesbian Jews will meet in New
York, |uly 27-30, at the New Yeork Sheraton
Hotel. Themed “Gay & Lesbian |ews: Taking
Our Place inthe 2 | st Century,” the conference
expects more than | ,000 people to attend, and
will feature a keynote address by Yael Dayan, a
member of the lsraeli Knesset or pariament.
The conference will also, for the first time,
include workshops addressing transsexual and
transgender issues among the |ewish commu-
nity. The confab is being hosted by New Yark's
Congregation Beth Simchat Torah, and addi
tional information is available by phone at (212)
9299498,

Secand Conviction

in Nebraska Killing
FALLS CITY, Neb—A jury has convicted john
Lotter of three counts of murder, use of a
deadly weapom, and burglary inthe 1993 killings
of Brandon Teena Lisa Lambert, and Fhilip
DeVine. The murders gained national attention
because Teena was a preoperative female-to-
male transsexual who had been kidnapped,

beaten, and raped shortly before the killings.
Teena's gender status was reported in local
newspapers after police revealed the informa-
ticn in connection with a bad check charge.
Shortly after news reports revealed that Teena
was still biologically female, although living as a
man in rural Nebraska, Lotter and Marvin Mis-
sen assaufted and raped Teena, After the sexual
assault was reported to police, the jury con-
cluded that Lotter and MNissen had gone to
Teena's remote home andkilled all three people
there. Nissen has already been found guilty of
one count of first degree murder and two
counts of manslaughter in exchange for agree-
ing to testify against Lotter Lotter faces a
maximum sentence of the death penalty.

Lesbian Rights Group

Gets Huge Grant
SAN FRANCISCO—The National Center for
Lesbian Rights received a whopping $450,000
grant from the Joyce Mertz-Gilmore Founda-
tionin New York. NCLR is 2 public interest law
group that fights discrimination against lesbians
throughout the U.S. The group says it will use
part of its new funding to beef up membership,
with a goal of 15,000 new members by 1997,
Part of the membership drive will include set-
ting up its own home pages on the Intemet’s
World Wide Web where it hopes it can reach
thousands of women with access to few sup-

resources, ==
port e L

ALTERNATIVE HEALTH

AND WELLNESS CENTER

IN NEED OF CHIROPRACTIC

CARE BUT CAN'T AFFORD IT?
The Kessler Program Free Clinic offers free chiropractic
treatment for individuals facing financial hardship, dis-
ability or unemployment without health msurance. For
information please call 713/627-WELL

Jacqueline Doval, M.S. D.C.

Chiropractic Physican and Exercise Physiologist

Treatment of Headaches, Nerve and Back Pain
« Auto,Work and Sporis Injuries
« Sports NMutrition = Weight Management
« Most Insurance Accepted

Twelve Oaks Tower Bldg.
4126 S.W. Freeway #1335 Houston, TX 77027
713/627-WELL
la Doctora Habla Espariol

Active membyr and supponter of Aves, Leshian Health nifiative, TEAM
Hinstow, Wiwmas Workes anal Gy and Leshian Hispanic Unidos

TaE COMMUNITY OF
THE RECONCILING SERVANT

A CoMMUNITY WHERE YOU FEEL SAFE AND WELCOME
WHERE YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO BE YOURSELF.

A Different Kind of Church,
At a Different Time of Day,
Sunday Evenings at 5:00 PM

DE SEETI G N
CONSTRUCTION

1505 Nevapa @ COMMONWEALTH 462-7154 |
STEWART ALLEN Residential ,
ROBJN Renovations |

Stewart Allen Robin

805 W. 34 Street
Houston, TX 77018
(713) 869-8073
pager: 759-8838

June 15, 1995 ¥ OutSmart 25



Out In Our World

Continued from previous page

Rhode Island Legislature

OKs Anti-Bias Law
PROVIDENCE, RL—Rhade Island has become
the ninth state in the country to approve legis-
lation prohibiting discriminationbased on sexual
orientation when the state Senate, after ||
years of trying, namowly approved the measure
on a 26-2| vote. The bill, which has already
been approved by the state House of Repre-
sentatives, now goes to Gov. Lincoln Almond,
a Republican, who has already indicated he
would sign the measure into law. The bill bars
discrimination in the state in employment, hous-
ing, public accommodations, and credit. Reli-
glous organizations are exempt from the state
law, and opponents of the civil rights bill at-
tempted without luck to add a series of amend-
ments, including one that would have forced
the issue to a state ballot vote and another that
would have specifically excluded the Boy Scouts
of America.

North Carolina Film Festival

Erupts in Controversy
DURHAM, N.C—Headed by leaders of the
county Republican Party and the Christian Coa-

Iition, scores oflocal anti-gay protesters showed
up at the Durham County Commission Mon-
day, May 22, to demand that plans to hold a gay
film festival in June at the Carolina Theatre
should be halted, Virginia Bunton, secretary of
the Durham County Republican Party, told the
commissioners, “We would prefer that the
community not be exposed to this lifestyle....
We're supposed to be protecting our citizens
from some things they need to be protected
from, and that includes pomography.” Bunton
said she had seen none of the films slated to be
shown as part of the film festival held in conjunc-
tion with the annual North Carofina Pride '95
celebration, |une 9-12 in Durham. Even so,
Bunton said she intends to ask the state Attor-
ney General to preview the films to determine
if they are pomography under North Carolina
law. The county commissioners ducked a direct
attack of the film festival, and instead passed a
resalution asking the Carolina’s trustees to
provide “parental guidance” for films that had
no ratings and to consider “downplaying” its
advertising for the festival's offerings.

Double IDs for
London Transsexuals
LONDON—With typical British sang-froid, the
London Transport system has announced that
it will begin issuing two 10 cards to transsexuals
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who are in the processing of changing their
gender. One card will show the cardholder
dressed as a male, the other asa female, to help
ticket-takers in the city's subway system. To
qualify for the dual ID cards, the individuals
must be under the care of a physician or
psychiatrist.

Maine Episcopalians
Oppose Anti-Gay Measure
PORTLAND, Maine—At its annual conven-
tion, the Episcopal Diocese of Maine adopted
a resolution opposing a proposed anti-gay bal-
lot measure that will come before the state's
voters this November. The diocese declared
“its belief in God's love for all people’ and
condemned “all things which further hatred,
division, and isolation among the children of
God"incalling onthe state's votersto reject the

anti-gay ballot measure,

Human Rights Violations
Continuing in Romania,

Al Charges
BUCHAREST—Amnesty Intemational, the
human rights watchdog group based in Lon-
don, has strongly criticized what it says are
continuing rights violations in Romania five
years after the overthrow of the repressive
regime of Nicolea Ceausescu. Amnesty con-
demned what it says are restrictions on the
rights of free speech, the ill treatment ortorture
of prisoners and the detention of homosexuals
simply because of their sexual orientation,
Amnesty acknowledged that things have im-
proved for many people in Romania since
Ceausescu was deposed, but complained that
govemment assurance that human rights would
be protected had not been honored and that
abuses were continuing in the country.

ALA Group Announces

1995 Book Awards
CHICAGO —The American Library
Association's Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Book
Awards Committee has announced the win-
ners of its 1995 book awards. The top winners
were: Am | Blue?: Cormning Out from the Silence by
Marion Dane Bauer; Skin: Talking About Sex,
Class & Literature by Dorothy Allison; Uncom-
mon Heroes: A Celebration of Heroes & Bele
Madels for Gay & Lesbian Americans by Phillip
Sherm and Samuel Bernstein. The awards will
be formally presented at the 25th anniversary
ALA's Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Task Force
conference in Chicago on June 24.

Canadian Appeals Court
Overturns Sodomy Law
TORONTO—An Ontario appeals court has
unanimously ruled that a law making consen-
sual anal intercourse illegal, unless the two

people are mamied or above the age of 18, is
a violation of the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms. The three-judge Ontano Court
of Appeals ruled that the criminal code provi-
sion violates the charter because it penalizes
gay men. Justice Rosalie Abella said in her
opinion that the law “arbitranly disadvantages
gay men by denying to them until they are 18
a choice available at the age of |4 for those
who are not gay, namely their choice of sexual
expression with a consenting partner to whom
they are not married.”

Researchers Report Anti-Gay
Experiences Present

Added Health Problems
NEW YORK—According to a report in the
Jounal of Health and Social Behavior, gay men
who directly experience homophobia, anti-
gay violence, or discrimination are 2 to 3 times
as likely to suffer from depression, anxiety,
stress-related sexual problems, suicidal
thoughts, and other negative pressures. Re-
searchers at the Columbia School of Public
Health studied 741 gay men in New York City
and concluded that the men who experienced
anti-gay discimination or viclence suffered
significantly greater mental distress than those
who do not. The study also found that those
who also blamed their own homosexuality as
the cause of the discimination or violence
were even more likely to experience emo-
tional stress. The researchers also found that
gay men who had gone through such anti-gay
experiences dealt with the stress more effec-
tively if they “felt connected to the gay com-
munity.”

Virginia Man May Be Ninth

Yictim in Serial Murder
CHESAPEAKE, Va—Palice have found the
body of a nude man in an isolated cul-de-sac
where he was apparently dumped. Authorities
say there appear to be similarities to the
murders of eight gay men in the same vicinity
a year ago. No arrest was ever made in those
eight deaths, and police had believed the man
responsible for the killings had himself commit-
ted suicide. Police initially hesitated to draw a
direct connection between the 1994 murders
andthe most recent victim, identified as Samuel
E. Aliff of Richmond. But within 24 hours,
police officials said they were investigating
Aliffs death as a serial killing. Aliffs death
comes little more than a vear after Raymond
Onley Jr, 24, killed himself with a shotgun blast
just hours before palice arrived at his trailerto
question him about similar murders in the
region. Police had believed that with Onley's
death the string of killings had ended—until
now. Since July 17, 1987, the bodies of eight
men have been found in Hampton Roads—six
in Chesapeake and one each in Isle of Wight
County and Suffolk. Police say striking similari-
ties existed in the killings: most of the victims
were found nude; most had been strangled;
many had evidence of cocaine in the blood

and several showed signs they had recently had
anal sex. Police have said it could be that only
some of the murders are the work of the same
person or people—orthat perhaps the victims
were in fact all gay or bisexual, but simply
closeted.

British Police Force
Begins Recruiting Campaign
BRIGHTON, England—The police in the Brit-
ish south-coast county of East Sussex have
made history in the United Kingdom by becomn-
ingthe first constabulary in the country to solicit
gays and lesbians to join its force. Sussex police
have put ads in Britain's gay Pink Paper inviting
gays and lesbians to apply for some 350 vacan-
cies currently open in the force. While Britain's
military forces exclude homosexuals, the
country's police services have no such prohibi-
tion. Mark Lamb, head of personnel with the
Sussex police, said, "Society is coming around
to the idea that the sexuality of an individual is
no big deal, and we share that view." East
Sussex includes several popularvacation spots,
such as Beachy Head, Rye, and Brighton, which
has a large and palitically active community. The
move by the Sussex police followed a meeting
between John Smith, head of the Brightan

Police, and gay and lesbian activists.
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Soul

Survivor

urviving life is a normal, day-to-day

task for most people. Surviving life

afteryour lover has died and trying to
make it in the world of dating is, on the
other hand, an incredible challenge... es
pecially when your lover’s ghost has come
back to do more than just haunt you,

Thus goes the plot in Soul Survivor, a
romantic comedywritten by Anthony Bruno
and currently being produced locally by
The Group (Theatre Workshop). Directed
by Joe Watts, the two-act play set in Hous-
ton runs almost like it was two one-acts
fused together, although the characters,
setting, and time period are the same and
the plots are inter-connected.

In the first act we meet Jerry, well-
played byhandsome newcomer Paul Nicely,
who has spent the past two years mourning
the death of his lover, Brian. His home still
bears a few memorial photographs of him
and Brian, and no one hasspent the nightin
their bed; however, Jerry has tried to make
the best of his life in the wake of his lover’s
death by committing himself to his career
and occasionally dating.

Mark, played by Hunter Dutton, who
was last seen in Scenes From My Love Life,

Fiaywright/director Travis Mader: unconscious?

by Eric L. Rcland

Survivors (I-r): Paul Nicely, Hunter Dutton, and Colin T. McLetchie.

has been eyeing Jerry at the Ripcord for
months and is extremely anxious about
actually being invited over to his home for
an evening dinner date. Jerry himself is
surprised by the fact that he invited a date
to his home, but graciously prepares a
meal and margaritas nonetheless. Of
course, all of this anxiety makes for an
even moreuncomfortable “first” datesitu-
ation than usual, as well as providing a
humorous exchange of dialogue.

After the usual ger-to-know-each-
other discussion, it becomes apparent that
Mark wants dessers before dinner, but

Jerryis more comfortable with being sexu-
ally elusive and preparing garlic bread in
the kitchen. However, the ice is broken
when Jerry, exiting the kitchen, catches
Mark trying on Jerry’s leather gear. Mark
is fascinated by the feel, the look, and the
smell of leather and amusingly admits that
he has a pair of leather pants—except his
are thinner and have pleats!

Mark eventually convinces Jerry to
model his black leather vest and chaps—
sans T-shirt and jeans, of course—and
what ensues afterward is a highly eroric,
voyeuristic love scene with plenty of flesh
included.

Whereas Act One presents us with
the romantic part of this romantic com-
edy, Act Two runs with the comedy by
introducing us to Brian, who has come
down from heaven to visit the lover he left
behind. Superbly played by Colin T.
McLetchie, Brian is quick-witted, almost
to the point of being acerbic, and is inter-
ested in having one last sexually fuifilling
night with Jerry. On the other hand, Jerry
is expecting to have another romantic
evening with Mark and believes he is hav-
ing an acid flashback when he opens the
door to find his dead lover on the door-
step.

Onefunnymoment afteranother, Act
Two pulls from the genre of films, includ-
ing 1989’s Chances Are and 199?'s Ghost,
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dealing with lovers returning from the dead,
except this play has a campy, gay twist. By
snapping his fingers, Brian performstricks,
such as turning the lights on and off, turn-
ing the stereo volume up and down, and
making objects “float,” to scare Mark into
leaving Jerry’s home forever. Brian says—
with his finger twitching the end of his
nose back and forth—that he enjoys being
Samantha Stephens.

The play is also similar to the gay film
Heaven's a Drag (To Die For) [reviewed in
this issuel], which is touted as being a
campy comedy about an acerbic gay ghost
who hauntshis macholover. Unfortunately,
the comedic aspects of this film, as well as
the plot in general, fall far short of the
humor and storyline in Sou! Survivor. The
film is much more sad than it is funny and
should probablybe categorized as an AIDS
drama. However, Sou! Survivor is comedy
through and through. Although the end of
the play is poignant, it still leaves you with
a smile on your face and maybe a few
happy tears.

Soul Survivor, presented by The Group
(Theatre Workshop) and directed by Joe
Watts, runs Friday and Saturday nights
through July 1 at Curtains Theater, 3722
Washington, For ticket information, call
522-2204.

Waiting for a Kiss

ove, loss, life, and laughter are the

key ingredients in Tim and Kim

Powers’ comic fantasy. Celebrat-
ing the beauty of a loving relationship and
the strength it imparts, the play tells the
story of a young man who loses his lover to
ATIDS but finds his own will to live in the
most unlikely places.

Kent Johnson plays Perkins, the play’s
protagonist, whose life seems to lose its
meaning with the death of hislover, Bobby,
played by Rodney Walsworth. Perkins'
painful story, however, is played against a
gentle and endearing fantasy world of
Bobby’s own creation—Tammyland,
peopled with characters drawn from the
Debbie Reynolds “Tammy” movies. When
Perkins makes a desperate escape to
Tammyland, Tammy (played by Melody
Green Turney) and her housekeeper lead
Perkins on an unusual and comic journey
of discovery, where he learns that love
must be cherished and life must be em-
braced.

Begun by Tim Powers before he died
of AIDS in 1991, Waiting for a Kiss was
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Theater Reviews
Continued from previous page

completed by his twin brother Kim in
1993, when it premiered at Austin College,
the brothers’ alma mater. The play was also
a finalist in Stages Repertory Theatre's
Texas Playwrights Festival in 1994.

Weaiting for a Kiss, presented by Main
Street Theater and directed by Patti Bean,
runs Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights
through July 1 at Main Street Theater,
2540 Times Boulevard. For ticket infor-
mation, call 524-6706.

'The Old Boy

ritten by A. R. Gurney, who

enjoys poking fun at the old-

boy system that provides entry
into all of the right universities, country
clubs, and political arenas—closed to most
by the simple incident of birth—this 1991
play is a plea for social tolerance.

Setina posh, ivy-covered prep school,
the play introduces Sam, a distinguished
alumni who is about to run for a guberna-
torial nomination and has arrived to give
the commencement address. Played by
Kirk Sisco, Sam—who is assigned to guide
incoming freshman, Perry, through hisfirst
year—has been asked by Perry's wealthy
traditionalist mother to announce the gift
of a new tennis complex.

When all of the guests have as-
sembled—mentor, mother, widow, and
other distinguished aides and educators—
closets begin to open, skeletons are re-
vealed, sexual revelations unveiled, betray-
als described, and apologies are humbly

of ™
Discount Airfares
. = i / 1 ]
Summer Travelers | | Seely M. Gerraughty,
Deparl‘ures Every Week . Individual and Family Therapy
' for Clinical Social Worker, Licensed
Las Vegas, San Francisco, E..A. Marriage & Family Therapist
New York, Key West, Caribbean, Specializing in
S o My ove Iacaﬁomf Grief Work and Medical Concerns
Call Cindi Medicare Assignment Accepted
Time TraVEI, Inc. 2715 Bissonnct Suite 201 = Houston, TX 77005
522-2794 (713) 526-4487
: o v
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and dangerously offered.

The Old Boy, presented by Actors
Theatre of Houston and directed by Bran-
don Smith, runs Friday and Saturday nights
with Sunday matinees through June 25 at
Actors Theatre of Houston, 2506 South
Boulevard, For ticket information, call
529-6606.

unconscious
studies: footage
from a
work-in-progress

rom sex to the Internet, Dennis

Cooper to Drixoral, and self-bifur

cation to shamanism, unconscious
studies traces the relationship between a
middle-aged man and a teenaged boyin a
collage of performance, sound, and video
written and directed by Travis Mader.

When thirtysomething Pneuman
(played by Barry Hall) reads on the Internet
an anonymous story called “why i want to
fuck dennis cooper,” he sends a fan letter
to the anonymous e-mail address and gets
a response from the story’s author, Tony
(played by Gregg Rodriguez), aneedyand
emotional dysfunctional 16-year-old.
Gradually their relationship moves from
e-mail to phone calls, taking on a pseudo-
sexual quality that comes to a head when
a distraught Tony appears at Pneuman's
apartment late one night.

The evening is one of drinking and
drugging, during which video projections
show their respective histories—Tony’s
stoty is one of abuse and drug problems;
Pneuman’s story diagrams his bifurcation
into the beginnings of schizophrenia.
Throughout the evening, each discovers
the other holds the key to the final resolu-
tion of personal dilemmas.

Originally a long one-act called un-
conscious, playwright Travis Mader sub-
mitted it to Edward Albee for the 1994
Albee Workshop, from which he gradu-
ated. Exploring the topics of physical and
emotional abuse, unconscious studiesis an
unconventional piece of theater that
shouldn’t be missed.

unconscions studies: footage from a
work-in-progress, is partof DiverseWorks’
Beyond Desire Gay and Lesbian Perfor-
mance Series. It runs for two nights only,
Friday, June 23, and Saturday, June 24, at
DiverseWorks, 1117 East Freeway. For
ticket information, call 228-0914. v

RATES & DISTRIBUTION

942.0084
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We love our icons.

" You know the standards. Marilyn,
Joan, Bette, Greta. The Shrine of the Dead
Diva. Not content with those, we coronate
living ones.

Bette, sainted because she once sang
in our bathhouses. Oh-so-PC Barbra who
still looks great, sings fantastic, and loves
her gayson. Speaking of gay children, Chas-
tity Bono's mother Cher enters the goddess

group seemingly on sheer freakdom alone,
but actually because she’s been cool as
long as we've known her. Hell, we love her
sense of fashion so much, we even accept
her hypocrisy—she’s had plastic surgery
on herentire form yet expects us to believe
she works out at Bally's and forsakes sugar
for Equal. Reight.

But on the fringe of this group comes
another icon, one of consummate class.

Eartha Kit.
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iving diva Eartha Kitt storms into Houston for a one-night-
only benefit with the Houston Grand Opera. Pro-
ceeds from the show will benefit HGO’s Education
and Outreach programs, but the show will give
something to sing about.

No longer a young thing, she is none-
theless age]ess. Evcry feature in her stun-
ning, almost bizarrely beautiful face re-
mains. When Orson Welles first laid eyes
on her, he cast Kitt as beauty's epitome,
Helen of Troy. Indeed, Kitt’s face could
launch a thousand ships as well. Wide
cheekbones, a mile smile, Siamese dream
eyes, with a storm of jet black hair crown-
ing her regal head like a tamed tempest.
But the real electricity to Kitt is in her

peetless physique—gams that could send Tina Turner rolling
down the river in envy, a dancer’s lithe form, sinewy, expressive
arms. Oprah slimmed down, wore black leotards, was shat by
none other than Richard Avedon, and she wound up looking like
some contortionist spider. Kitt slides her slender slip-of-a-girl
body into leotards and you start to purr like she does, just not as
resonantly nor as famously as her trademark growl. She was and
is a class act, a diva worthy of our affections and attention.

Few of the pantheon of preening icons has ever been nomi-
nated for all of the Big Four: Tony, Oscar, Emmy, Grammy. Kitt
is one of them. And she’s bringing all that talent and star power to
the Wortham on Friday, June 23, for a benefit for the Houston
Grand Opera’s Education and Outreach Programs.

While the term legend gets thrown around a lot, it actually
carries some weight to it when linked to Kitt. And her embrace by
gay culture goes far beyond the cult club smash, “Where Is My
Man.” She has talent and glamour to spare, and she has never shied
away from controversy, overcoming adversity throughout her life
and embracing that life’s rich diversity. And after all these years,
she is still much like a cat. With all the moves, claws, and lives to
go with it.

suite in a posh Frapnkfurt hotel. She sounds neither

fatigued nor spent.

“I'm working here in a cabaret,” she offers in her practically
patented purr. “I like to keep these kinds of clubs alive,
because there are so few of them now. I am supposed to be
the Queen of Cabaret, and if there is no cabaret, then how
can I be a queen?”

She laughs.

That laugh. It’s humble, sexy, exciting, and joyous in
one luscious vocal package. Andif you want to get her really
exgited, inquire about her upcoming HGO show. Is she
looking forward to it?

_ “Of course I am,” Kiit exclaims. Then, true to her
nature, she offers a tease, just enough to spurn you. “I
cannot tell you exactly the program,” she coos. But then,
just as she pushes you away with a subtle, coy shove, she
lures you right back in. “But, naturally, [there will be] some
old songs, ones the public and I have gotten acquainted
with one another through. And maybe some songs we have
never heard before.”

Anything special?

“Of course,” growls Kitt, “That’s always included.”

mere eight years after her birth on a cotton

A plantation in South Carolina, Eartha Kitt's mother

sent her away to live with an aunt who lived in

Harlem. Like many rough roads we're shoved on inlife, this

one helped her pave a path to fame and a glorious future.
But this road was more akin to the fast lane.

Before the age of 20, she was a featured dancer and
vocalist for thelegendary Katherine Dunham Dance Troupe.
An international touring company, Dunham took her to
Paris, where Kitt was spotted by a nightclub owner and
immediately signed to appear in her first cabaret perfor-
mance. It was the era of martinis and manhattans, sequins
and style, and Eartha Kitt fit the mood of the moment as
smoothly and seductively as her ebony hand would slide
into a silk ivory glove—a glove that just kept grabbing the
next rung on the stellar ladder of success.

I t's one in the morning, and she has just returned to her

While in Europe, a captivated Orson Welles cast her to star
with him as Helen of Troy in his notorious production of Dr. Faust.
Backin the States, producer Leonard Stillman cast her in his “New
Faces” revue where her crowd-goes-wild performances of “Mo-
notonous” as well as classics like “Santa Baby” and “C'est Si Bon”
halted the show on Broadway for more than a year. Then it was
records, records, records. Love For Sale, St. Louis Blues, and the
Grammy-nominated Folk Songs of Africa. In 1954, she cranked out
her first autobiography. (There were two more to follow.)

Whereas many current divas have MTV to manipulate the
mass pop, Kitt’s era was up-close and personal. You couldn’t fake
it. And in this age of nightclubs, Kitt reigned supreme, owning the
infamous Persian Room, Latin Quarter, Empire, and Talk of the
Town in London. Smack back on Broadway, she tackled dramain
Mps. Patterson and nabbed a Tony nod. Other plays followed: The
Skin of Our Teeth, The Owl and the Pussycat, Shinkone Alley. In
film, she was paired with Sidney Poitier in The Mark of the Hawk
and with Nat King Cole in 5¢. Louss Blues. She netted an Oscar
nomination for her turn in Awma Lucasta with Sammy Davis, Jr. In
television, Kitt starred in Omnibus’ Salome, She did the guest shot
deal on I5py (Grammy nom) and Mission: Impessible. But mention
Eartha Kitt to most people, and they cannot forget her kitchsy little
bit she did on a certain 60s classic. She was the original Catwoman

=

Eartha Kitt received her second Tony Award nomination for her role as the
scheming Sahleem-La-Lume in Timbuku!
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Eartha Kitt

Continued from previous page

on the campy Batman series. Quite racy having an African-Ameri-
can seductress going after white bread white boy Bruce Wayne. But
that was and is Kitt. Racy. Fast-moving. She was going, going,

going...
And then she was gone.

his is what our parents remember about Kitt: she wasn’t
T Eartha Kitt the Star, she was Eartha Kitt the Communist,

She got culturally napalmed worse than Hanoi Jane, and
she never sat on one gunner to deserve it.

“They put me out of work in my own country,” Kitt roars, the
memory of it still smarting to this day. “It

ment in Vietnam, I got ostracized from my own country, which of
course makes me very disturbed, because 1 don’t understand
that.”

But just like the government—hell, like a lotta people—they
really didn’t want to hear honest opinions. Still gung-ho on the
war, Kitt’s honest, sharp criticism of American involvement in
Vietnam exploded right in her gorpeous face. Newspaper shrap-
nel flew, and it burned right into her skin, branding her a traitor.
It didn’t help any that the Administration PR machine went into
overdrive to run her down. They succeeded with frightening
success, having Kitt blackballed by the majority of the U.S.
entertainment establishment. Years later, columnist Jack Andet-
son helped uncover the CIA papers that proved the lies and
slander tactics the administration used to

hurt my feelings. It made me angrier than
hell. It made me very disturbed. It made
me angry because this kind of thing is not
supposed to happen in my country. You
tell the truth and you get ostracized. We're
not supposed to be afraid of America, are

She turns Ann-Margret
into Meow Mix.

derail Kitt's career. The government set
out to punish her, and she didn't know
anything about the covert plans to do so.

“I wasn't aware of anything until
1974,” explains Kitt. “That’s when I real-
ized why I was not working, why I'd been

we?"”

Her voice, still strong and going strong, breaks a bit here.

“No, we aren’t,” she says assuredly.

It was January, 1968. At a White House luncheon hosted by
First Lady Lady Bird Johnson, the normally polite tea time discus-
sion turned to the Vietham War, Kitt made her opinion known, and
not even her trademark purring voice could soften the blow of her
words.

“I was specifically asked a particular question by my govern-
ment officials, because I thought they wanted to hear honest
opinions. And when I gave my honest opinion about our involve-

asked ot to work in America.”

But since her popularity never diminished in Europe, she
found work there, performing and living in European countries
that embraced her while her own country basically disowned her.

When Kitt left America...

“YW/ait a minute,” she snaps. “I never left America. America
left me.”

Now this is a kitten with a whip. She turns Ann-Margret into
Meow Mix.

“It wasn’t American people, it was American government.
The government never accepted me again. Am I still on the list?

Ca By
TOUCH WITH INTEGRITY

ESSENTIAL
1 TOUCH
THERAPIES

e e

Massage » Reflexology * Polarity * Shiatsu
Aromatherapy Baths
Facials » Salt Serubs » Seaweed Wraps
Gift Certificates Available

S s e

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
713/942-0923
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Obviously. Once you're on a CIA list, do you ever get off?”

Still on the list or not, Kitt did step back on Liberty's shores,
and this time she stomped stiletto heels onto the American stage
with a caged cat’s feline vengeance, wowing the world in 1974 with
an SRO concert at Carnegie Hall. Two years later, she penned her
second autobiography, Alone With Me, and in 1978, she received
what was as close to a political reprieve as she would ever get when
President Jimmy Carter invited her to the White House. Also that
year, she snatched her second Tony Award nomination for the
Broadway blockbuster Timbuktn!

Mother Eartha was back. And she was bad before the King of
Pop discovered skin peels.

Christian Blackwood produced the critically-acclaimed docu-
mentary on her life, All By Myseif, in 1982 that covered everything
from her rough-and-tough childhood to her European exile. Also
in the 80s, she released the smash I Love Men album (her first U.S.
release in over 15 years) that contained the dance hit “Where Is My
Man.” If there was ever any doubt of her gay following before, after
“Man” there was never another. For Kitt, however, it wasn't a
question of a disco tune that gays identified with. Tt was something
more.

“Endurance. I cannot say exactly, I can only give you an
impression of what I feel. That as I am different, so they are
different. The point is that if we are different, we must recognize
the fact that we are different. You do your thing. Let me do mine.
Let's not disturb each other in this behavior, as long as it doesn't
affect my style of life.”

Worlds away from military or right-wing policies regarding
sexual preference, isn’t it? And that’s where we saw ourselves in
her. She knew our differences, identified with them, respected
them, and spoke to them in eloquent, entrancing song.

Ta close the decade, she published her third autobiography,

penned with an appropriate title.
" Still Here: Confessions of A Sex Kitten.

s if she wasn't busy enough, Eartha Kitt is the national
Aspokeswoman for Project On Growing program that

teaches homeless families to farm their own food to feed
themselves, She has also found time to send out the collector’s CD
set Eartha Quake and the get-it-it’s-awesome Back In Business CD
from late 1994 that features a something old, something new,
something borrowed and blue from Steven Sondheim.

To see her most recently, you could have caught Kitt as one of
the gorgeous women of color in Eddie Murphy’s underapp reciated
sex and sexism comedy Boomerang which had every stunning
African- American woman on the planet in it except Iman, presum-
ably because she was too busy with Bowie. You can catch a glimpse
of Kittin the sharp and witty Isaac Mizrahi fashion scene documen-
tary Unzipped, to be released next month, You could wait until her
next book, a Harper-requested philosophy book.“Something up-
lifting,” smiles Kitt. “I don't live by negativity. I live by positive-
ness.”

But the best place to see the Eartha move is at the Houston
Grand Opera show this month.

And what excites Bartha? Intelligence. 1t's what she looks for
in people and what she wants people to see in her.

It’s also what she looks for in a man.

“Intelligence,” growls Kitt. “Someone whose mind is willing
to play with mine.” v

Steven Fosteris a freelancewriter and a frequent contribor to Outswmtart
magazine.
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Silence to Celebration

Houston & Lesbian Pride 1995

Houston Gay and Lesbian
Pride Week
Friday, June 16, is the official begin-
ning of 10 days of celebration. T 713-
529-6979, fax 713-529-1223.

HGLPW Offical
Kickoff Party
Join the Pride Committee for food,
drinks, and entertainment. The Lovett
Inn, 501 Lovett, T 713-529-6979.

Decoration Contest

The 1995 Houston Gay and Lesbian
Pride Week Committee is having a
contest for the best decorated bar or
business. This year's themeis “Silence
to Celebration, Houston Gayand Les-
bian Pride Week 1995.” Go ahead—
decorate both inside and outside!
Prizes awarded in three categories: 1)
large bars, 2) small bars, and 3) busi-
nesses. There will be a trophy and
press coverage for the winners. June
16-25, B 713-527-9305 or 713-529-
6979 (ask for Brian Keever).

The Destiny of Me
Destiny continues with the story of Ned
Weeks (first introduced in The Normal
Heart). Now HIV-pesitive, he checks him-
self into a hospital to begin experimental
treatments and, while there, battles not

.

Angels in America
Tony Kushner’s Angels in Americais
a gay fantasia on national themes.
Tony Award- and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning play dirtected by Michael Wil-
son. Alley Theatre, 615 Texas (at
Louisiana), T 713-228-8421, Tues-
days through Sundays, through July
9.

Charlies...Still Here, But
Out and Proud!
The new owners, Nick and David,
invite you to experience anew dining
attitude at Charlie’s. Diversity is the
spice of our community, and the new
decor as well as the new menu ex-
ploit our wide variety of taste! 1.5%
of all sales to Montrose Clinic during
Pride Week. Charlie's Coffee Shop,
1100 Westheimer, B 713-522-3332.

The Artist Eye:
Silence to Celebration
An art show opening, featuring se-
lect pieces of art by local gay and
lesbian artists. Free, 6-10 pm, The
Hyde Park Gallery, 711 Hyde Park,

B 713-526-2744.

Theresa OiMenno

only the medical establishment but the
memories of his past. $15, 7 pm or 8 pm,
Theater LaB Houston, 1706 Alamo (just
off the 2100 block of Houston), & 713-
868-7516, through June 18.

“Lesbian and Gay Voices”

A special show broadcast live from the
Laovett Inn with the kickoff party for Pride
Week '95, it features alook at the history of
Pride Week and our community. We look
back on thebeginning of our modern move-
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ment and where we are now. We also look
at some of the many other events that will
happen this week. (“Lesbian and Gay
Voices” airs weekly with such segments as
Womyn’s music, reviews of gay and les-
bian cultural events, and news from “This
Way Out.”) 6-10 pm, KPFT 90.1 FM, &
on-air line 713-526-KPFT, fax 713-329-
1223,

Black and White

The Dizinger Foundation presents a col-
lection of photographs by people living
with HIV/AIDS. The original works and
smaller reproductions will be for sale.
Masks made by Dizinger attists will also be
onsale. Refreshments provided, donations
accepted, 2-6 pm, 214 Avondale, T 713-
527-8490.

Mr. Venture-N Contest
Enter or watch the fabulous men of Ven-
ture-N strut their stuff to become Mr.
Venture-N. All entertainment tips will be
donated to HGLPW. The entry fec of $10
goes to the LVL Holiday Fund. A Don
Gill production. The Venture-N, 2923
Main, T 713-522-0000.

Freedom Dance 3
With alive performance by Pussy Tourette
at midnight. Ms. Tourette will perform
French Bitch, Kiss,and more, Heaven, 810
Pacific, T 713-521-0107.

Tony Kushner Personal
Appearance and Book Signing
The Tony Award- and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning playwright of Angels in America, Tony
Kushner, makes a personal apperanceand
signs books. (His visit to Houston is un-
derwritten in part by the Omni Houston
Hotel.) 2-4 pm, Border Books, 9633
Westheimer (at Gessner), ™ 713-782-6066.

Destiny of Me
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

Angels in America
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

_ ll | J_p' 0 i\!\E 8

Spectrum ‘95
Featuring Town Meeting 11, business expo,
art show, speakers’ forum, and an evening
concertof gayand leshian performerssuch

as Romanovsky & Phillips, Lynn Lavner,
the Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston, and
the Turtle Creek Chorale. $15 and up,
Astroarena, Kirby and South Loop, ™ 713-
526-2853.

Lynn Lavner is one the headliners
at Spectrum '95, Sunday, June 18.

A New Beginning for All!

A variety show benefiting the Montrose
Clinic. The show will encompass the “Best
of the Best” performers in both drag and
live presentation! Our Masters of Cer-
emony will be Lady V & her two Dons.
Free, 6:30 pm, Chances, 1100 Westheimer,
= 713-523-7217.

Pride Night at Fitzgeralds
Some of Houston's hottest up-and-com-
ing bands are playing. Monster Soup, Vio-
lent Blue, Starbelly, Clover, Boy Gitl, and
Objection will be playing a benefit for the
Gay and Lesbian Switchboard of Hous-
ton. $6,7-12 pm, Fitzgerald's, 2706 White
Oak (at Studemont), T 713-529-3211.

Znd Annual
Miss Life Today Pageant
For female impersonators. Titleholder
agrees to assist in fundraising and aware-
ness promotion for gays, lesbians, bisexu-
als, and transgenders who are affected or
infected by HIV/AIDS. Benefit for River
(aks Health Association, donations, 8-10
pm, EJ's, 2517 Ralph, ® 713-977-4101.

Destiny of Me
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

Angels in America
= (see entry for Friday, June 16)

Striving to Get

the Love You Want
Lecture based on Imago Relationship
Therapy developed by Harville Hendrix,
Ph.D., author of the best-selling books,
Getting the Love You Want: A Guide for
Couples and Keeping the Love You Find: A
Guide for Singles. Sponsored by MCCR
and P-FLAG. Free, 6:30-8:30 pm,
Montrose Library, 4100 Montrose, ™ 713-
529-1913.

They Called Him Michael
Goat Song A Theatre Group presents the
world premiere performance of the new
work bylocal playwright K. David Cochran.
Openingnight proceeds go to People With
AIDS Coalition. $25. Opening night, $15,
8 pm, Stages, 3201 Allen Parkway, & 713-
525-5960.

Make a Joyful Noise V
Local churches unite to celebrate Jesus!
Each church submits talent to this tremen-
dous event, sponsored by Community
Gospel Church. 7:30 pm, Community
Gospel Church, 501 E. 18th (at Colum-
bia), ™ 713-880-9235,

The Miss Houston Pageant
Beauty pageant for female impersonators.
$5, 10 pm, Heaven, 810 Pacific, & 713-
861-4667.

Grand Marshals’ Reception
Food and beverage. Come meet the grand
marshals and Pride Committee at the an-
nual reception, sponsored by The Royal,
Sovereign and Imperial Court of the Single
Star, 7-9 pm, Gentry's, 2303 Richmond.

Angels in America
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

They Called Him Michael
(see entry for Monday, June 19)

1Y, JUNE 21

Bring Your Money

Out of the Closet
Financial advisor Julie LaRue, LUTCF,
discusses financial planning for gay men

=
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Pride Calendar
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and lesbians. Limitted seating, RSVP. Free,
6:30-8:30 pm, The Acacia Group, 9
Greenway Plaza, Ste. 300, @ 713-888-3500,
fax 713-888-3501,

Rolling With Pride
Lambda Rollerskating Club will be hosting
their 4th annual Pride skate night. $5 (in-
cludes skates), 8-10 pm, Dairy Ashford
Rink, 1820 Dairy Ashford, = 713-933-
5818,

Pride Week Bear Night Out
Join the Men of the Mine as they host a
celebration fit for a bear, 5 pm, Montrose
Mining Company, 805 Pacific, & 713-529-
7488,

Shiela Lennon—

A Country Kind of Gal!
Lennon is a versatile singer whose perfor-
mance is both entertaining and danceable,
All moneys donated to the Montrose Clinic.
$1, 9 pm - 12 am, Chances Bar, 1100
Westheimer, & 713-523-7217.

Angels in America
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

They Calied Him Michael
(see entry for Monday, June 19)

Legal and Financial

Planning for People with

a Life-Threatening lliness
Attorneys Mitchell Katine, Connie Moore,
and Debra Hunt, along with financial advi-
sor Julie LaRue, will discuss legal and fi-
nancial planning tools for living with a life-
threatening illness. RSVP. Free, 6:30-8:30
pm, The Acacia Group, 9 Greenway Plaza,
Ste. 300, & 713-888-3500, fax 713-888-
3501.

Lesbian & Gay
Pride 4th Annual
ice Skating Celebration

The rink will be open to the general public,
so community people are asked to wear
their favorite lesbian or gay T-shirt. Spon-
sored by Montrose Iee Picks. $7 (includes
skates), 8-10 pm, Galleria Ice Rink, 5015
Westheimer, B 713-629-1432,

Broadway Show Tunes
Celebrate 50 years of gay and lesbian con-
tribution to the theater. Sing along to some

of the best known show tunes of the cen-
tury. Emcee Randall Jobe, 9pm - 2 am, JR’s
Bar and Grill, 808 Pacific, ™ 713-521-
2519,

Angels in America
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

They Called Him Michael
(see entry for Monday, June 19)

FR191Y, JONE 23

Absolutely Fabulous
Pride Party
A party fashioned after the hysterical
Britcom that has become a gay phenom-
enon throughout the U.S. Win Absolutely
Fabulous T-shirts, books, and more.
Heaven, 810 Pacific, = 713-521-0107.

“Lesbian and Gay Voices”
Aspecial show on the future of Pride Week |
and our community, community leaders
will discuss where our future lies. (“Les- |
bian and Gay Voices” airs weekly with
such segments as Womyn's music, reviews
of gay and lesbian cultural events, and
news from “This Way Out.”) 6-10 pm, |
KPFT 90.1 FM, T on-air line 713-526- |
KPFT, fax 713-529-1223. |

Soul Survivor

Play billed as “a heavenly, romantic com-
edyfor the 90s,” written by Anthony Bruno,
it is a farcical love triangle with a ghostly
twist involving a gay man, his new boy-
friend, and his deceased lover whao returns
from heaven to check out the new relation-
ship. $12, 8 pm and 10:30 pm, Curtains
Theater, 3722 Washington (at Waugh
Drive), & 713-522-2204,

Houstons Hot VII:

A Night in Black Leather
National Leather Association/Houston’s
traditional kickoff party for Pride Week-
end open to the public. Leather/Levi and
fetish wear are encouraged. Throughout
the evening, a variety of leather scenesand |
demonstrations will be played out. Free, 10
pm -2 am, The Venture-N, 2923 Main, T
713-527-9666.

About Houston Gay &
Lesbian Pride Week 1995

ouston Gayfl.esbm;i Pride Week was
founded in 1979 by a small group of

Houston gay and lesbian activists to
coordinate a formal program and celebration
each year for the pay and lesbian community of
Houston, j

In 1975, an estimated 200 people held a
march in downtown Houston to commemarate
the Stonewall riots (June 25, 1969), which was
sponsored by the fledgling Gay Activists Alli-
ance of the University of Houston. Singer and
former beauty queen Anita Bryant’s appear-
ance as featured entertainer for the Texas Bar
Association convention in 1975 brought an es-
timated 5 GOOangry gay women and men down

| Houston’s streets in protest. The heavily publi-

cized march; headed by such notables as gay
publisher David Goodsteinand Rev. Troy Perry

of the Metropolitan Community Church, wasin |
vivid reaction to Bryant's ordinance then in |
effect in Miami, Dade County, Florida. A few |
weeks later, Houston’s gay community held its
first Gay Pride Rally in Cherryhurst Park to
celebrate what has become a national holiday
for lesbians and gay men.

Three years later in 1978, over 4,000 com-
munity activists met at the Astrodome for Town

| Meeting I, the first organizational gathering in
| Houston that included gay men and women
i from every aspect of Houston society. Former |
| state legislator and vice-presidential nominee |
| Frances “Sissy” Farenthold was the keynote !

speaker, and the meeting was chaired by Vir-
ginia Apuzzo, aleading gay activist who became
executive director of the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force in New York. Many of
Houston's gay services, including the Montrose
Counseling Center and the Montrose Clinic,

i were formulated and organized at the first his-

toric meetzng

During the 1980s, the ATDS epidemic hit

the gay community. With little federal and al-

most no state or local help, the community

responded first by dealing with its own moral-

ity, then by building community institutions

dealing with ATDS.

Since 1979, the gay community of Hous-
ton has celebrated Gay Pride Week with a full
scheduleof events spanning 10 days in late June,

In the wake of the 1993 March on Wash-
ington for Gay, Lesbian, and Bi Equal Rights

i and Liberation, and with this year’s flood of
| positive media portrayals of gays and lesbians, it
! would appear that pride; diversity, and being
i Qut are good for us all. We have reason to

i celebrate. But now is not the time to compro-

Destiny of Me
(see entry for Friday, June 16}

| mise ourselves back into a closet of obscurity,
| even a padded one with a view. We make

| positive strides and withstand negative aggres-

Angels in America

| sions from silence to celebration.
(see entry for Friday, June 16) L e NS )
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a gay fantasia on national themes

Generously underwritten by
Twelve Oaks Hospital
OxCoL Medical Associates, PA.
The Cullen Trust for the Performing Arts

TICKETS

PART 1: MILLENNIUM APPROACHES

ALLEY THEATRE

PART 2: PERESTROIKA
BY TONY KUSHNER

NOW EXTENDED
THROUGH JULY 9

“More compelling in Houston
I!')

than it was on Broadway!
Austin-American Statesman

Continental
Alrdines

e 228-8421

- Y

We clean your room,
so you can go out

and play...

W FREE consultation and estimates

¥ Standing or individual appointments
¥ Prompt, personalized service

¥ Garage Apts to Estates

¥ Gay-owned and operated

¥ Bonded

(pager) 764-6961
\

MAN-MAID
Cleaning Service
Tony L. Akin

Ju X
(work) 993-9737 )

qr"! _/‘/’f

Coppertone.

(If the only thing you’re toning up us your tan,
you betier call the trainer.

Don’t just get baked, get buffed. The Muscle Mechanics In *
Shape For Summer program has everything from one-on-one
weight training to personalized diet programs, all geared to get
you a toned-up body to go with that copper-toned skin.

Although you may need more lotion to cover all those new,
bulging muscles, you shouldn’t have any trouble finding someone
to rub the stuff on your back—unless, of course, summer’s over.

So call now.

MUSCLE MECHANICS
713.523.5330

Musch: Mechanics encourges v Ao S using 5un & dhin prosection products ke Copperne i defend your skin
Al 3 :‘:mgn‘tgm},-s Remember: ten sufely.




Is it just me...or does
anybody else think it's
about time we bought at
least a two-bedroom
place?

Golly you're right!
Let's call Roberta
at Acker—Blum.

When it comes time to buy or sell your house call

Roberta Walters 529-6660 x114

They Called Him Michael
(see entry for Monday, June 19)

A Front Row
Seat for Pride Parade
Chances Club will have an enclosed beer
garden with bleachers all weekend. Seating
will be available for $5 donation to
Montrose Clinic. 10-2 am, Chances Bar,
1100 Westheimer, ™ 713-523-7217.

The Leather
Forum & Symposium

A three-hour educational symposium cov-
ering such topics as tattooing, piercing,
bondage, flogging, creating scenes, uni-
forms, and other fetishes. Safe, sane, con-
sensual play and sex, fantasy vs. reality,
Tools of the trade will be on hand. Ques-
tion and answer time will be available with
experts. $1, 1-4 pm, T 713-527-9666.

Beer Garden Blowout
Susan Masar and the Family Connection
will be petforming all afternoon for your
pleasure. The multi-talented, bilingual lead

City Men's Chorus, MCCR-Houston, and
MCCR-Austin for a gala concert. $10 to
$25,7 pm, Cullen Theater, Wortham Cen-
ter, 500 Preston, B 713-743-5904.

HATCH Prom
The Houston Area Teenage Coalition of
Homosexuals will host its third annual
prom event as a major fundraiser for the
organization. $15, 8 pm, Majestic Metro,
911 Preston, T 713-942-7002.

Destiny of Me
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

Angels in America
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

SUNBAY, JUNE 2§

=

Pride Sunday at MCCR
Metropolitan Community Church of the
Resurrection (MCCR) and Cathedral of
Hope (Dallas MCC) chorus will perform
God Be With Us at this service. Free, 10:45
am, 1919 Decatur (off Washington), =
713-861-9149.

GAY MEN'S CHORUS OF HOUSTON
John-Michael Albert, Artistic Director

g _i
g v b

Wortham Center Cullen Theater
Saturday, June 24, 1995, 7 p.m.

We welcome members of our Texas choral family, including:

Capital City Men's Chorus
HeartSong
MCCR Sanctuary Choir

Tickets are $10, 815, 520, and 325, available now
from the Wortham Center or Jones Hall
box offices, or by calling

713/227-ARTS

Special seating is available for wheelchair access and the hearing impaired.

OPEN PRRADE DAY

Sunday, Jung 25 * 11-6

=C

EROTHERS

e_n - ' s s B_L

1232 Westheimer

713/522-1626

M-S 10-@ » Sun 12-6

singer, Susan Masar, Trasbéstiperforming
for our community and various AIDS-re-
lated benefits for the last 10 years. Pro-
ceeds go to the Montrose Clinic. $1, 3-8
pm, Chances Bar, 1100 Westheimer, ™
713-523-7217.

Proud Out Loud!
We welcome members of our Texas Cho-
ral Family, including HeartSong, Capital

A Front Row Seat
for Pride Parade
(see entry for Saturday, June 24)

Houston Gay and Lesbian
Pride Week Parade
One of the largest parades in the city of
Houston and the Southwest. Follow the
parade to Pridelest '95 (see next entry). 2
pm, lower Westheimer, from Woodhead

Therasa DiMenng

toTaft, ®713-529-6979, fax 713-529-1223,

PrideFest '95

Join us immediately following the parade
for a concert with Fem 2 Fem and Dajae.
Donations benefit AVES, Stephens House,
Lesbian Health Initiative, 20-Something,
MCCE, and Pride Committee of Houston.
Afterward, join the Pride Party’95 at Num-
bers (see next entry). Free (donations ac-
cepted), Lovett Street (between Whitney
and Taft), 4-7 pm, T 713-529-6979, fax
713-529-1223.

Pride Party 25
After PrideFest '95, DJ Jon Sims will be
spinning records from the late 70s and
early 80s. Donations given toselected chari-
ties. Donations accepted, Numbers, 300
Westheimer, 5-11 pm, T 713-529-6979,
fax 713-529-1223,

Loading Dock
Party ‘95
In celebration of Pride '95, a post-parade
dance co-hosted by NLA/Houston and
Pacific Street for Houston’s leather and
Levi community. Doors open immediately
after the parade, Pacific Street, 710 Pacific
Street, T 713-523-0213.

Absolutely Fabulous After-

Parade Party
Join us after the parade for a party to
introduce the season of gay America’s fa-
vorite Britcom, Houston's exclusive pre-
miere of anew episodebegins at 6 pm. 5 pm
at JR’s Bar and Grill, 808 Pacific, ™ 713-
521-2519.

After the Parade
Beer Bust
Escape from the heat with the Men of the
Mine and ice cold Miller Lite Draft. 5 pm,
Montrose Mining Company, 805 Pacific,
™ 713-529-7488. .

Angels in America
(see entry for Friday, June 16)
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HOUSTON CAY PRIDE

Annella Harrison
Honorary Grand Marshal
(Interview on page 47)

| “When everyone was so scared to do any-

| thing about the conditions of PWAs and the

, way companies were laying off those who
had the HIV virus, the gay community really
got busy.... That's been quite inspiring.”

A Hollie Hollister

“It got me to
thinking when
I was elected
grand marshal.
I consider my-
self too radical.
I think I'd just
like to say
thank you. I'm
really grateful
to the commu-
nity. Even for
someone like
me, it was very

Suzanne Anderson B o
Co-Grand Marshal
(Interview on page 45)

Hollie Hollister

After a few years setting hair, he burned
out. “After five years at the company, I quit
when I saw Farrah Fawcett and Dorothy
Hamil shakin' that hair on TV. 1 knew that's
the kind of hair I wanted to do.”

Don Gill
Co-Grand Marshal
(Interview on page 46)
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Honorary Grand Marshal
—-Organization-

Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals (HATCH)

Suzanne Anderson

by Nancy Ford

“It’s an opportunity to be who we are with our people, to just
express ourselves. The neat thing about Gay Pride Week is that there's
so many choices and ways to celebrate. It doesn’t matter whether you
want to do drag or do a reading. It’s a celebration...”

Theresa DiMenna

HATCH is “in” by being “out” in Houston's 1993 Gay Pride Parade.

Silence to Celebration:
My Personal Journaey

by Quincy J.

(Reprinted with permission from The HATCH Newslefter)

Thinking of “Silence to Celebration” reminds me of the miracle of life and
the journey we all make just to be born and become a living, breathing,
pisible buman being. That in turn takes me back to my own childhood, in
which, to say the least, the silence was practically deafening. I lived in a rural area on the

outskirts of Houston from the time I was a pre-schooler until I was 16 years old.

iven that environment (which was not very exposed to

much change or diversity), it should become quite appat-

ent that for a young boy or girl in that situation—who
may later come to realize that he/she is homosexual or at least
“different”—silence can easily become a way of life, especially
since as young children we are so aware of the sense of “not OK”
when it comes to certain “differences.”

One of the saddest things I have ever experienced was realiz-
ing that my own sense of “not OK”—that L originally felt about my
difference—easily translated onto my sense of “not OK” about
myself. So, Lwent through my elementary, middle, junior high, and
high school years with this overwhelming sense of “not OK.”

Needless to say, that does not do any good and, in my case,

actually did much harm to my sense of self. I had a horrible self-
concept; my self-image was worse; and my self-esteem was practi-
cally non-existent. That was how Ilived the first 17 years of my life.

Luckily, when I was 17 years old, I came across the phone
number for the Gay & Lesbian Switchboard, from whom I got the
phone number of Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals
(HATCH). It took me about seven months after I got the phone
number to make that initial call. By then I was almost 18, at which
time I went to my first meeting. Now, it is almost three years later,
and—thanks to everything HATCH has given me—my life is
much different now. HATCH showed me that I was OK just as
was. HATCH provided positive adult role models who happened
to be gay. HATCH pointed me in the direction of finding that

-

recently in one of Houston's louder,
moreboisterous Mexican restaurants.
I worried that my mini-recorder wouldn’t
pick up our voices over the chatter and
clattering of patrons and platters. Not a
problem. Anyone who knows her—per-
sonally, professionally, or politically—will
testily that if Suzanne Anderson has some-
thing to say, she will make herself heard.
She refers to herself as “a pissed-off
woman, fighting the world, slaying dragons
one after another.” Born in Tulsa, with an
extended stopover to stew for American
Airlines in Chicago, Anderson migrated to
Houston in '76. “When I came from the
‘burbs to sell real estate and decided to
focus on the lesbian and gay community, it

S uzanne Anderson and I met for lunch

was a real adventurous, against-the-grain
type of thing to do. The most money I ever
made, and probaby ever will make, was in
the ‘burbs, but I was so bored. I was so
bored. It was just a way to make a living.
And really, it was just a way to sell out.

“I started out with my ad saying ‘Fo-
cusing on Our Community,’ and putting
‘Our’ initalics, and finally deciding “That’s
really chicken shit.” ” She changed “Our”
to “Lesbian & Gay.” “That was a real out,
different thing to do, and now it’s not. That
makes me happy, but at the same time, it’s
like, “Well, now what do I do?* *

What, indeed? How about being one
of the founding members of Lesbian in
Business, Houston’s leading networking
and social monthly consortium for corpo-
rate dykes. How about key organizational
involvement with H.A. T.C.H., Houston’s
progressive support group for gay, bi and
lesbian teens? How about not only marry-
ing her life partner Judith Meyer at the
1993 March on Washington mass commit-
ment ceremony, but then allowing HBOto
film theevent for itsWhy Am [ Gay? Stories
aof Coming Out prime-time special? How
about her realty firm, Suzanne Anderson

Properties, being named one of Victory
magazine’s 50 fastest-growing gay/lesbian-
owned enterprises in the U.S.? Sound like
a lot of responsibility for just one person?
That's why it's called actipism.

Continuing this pattern of leadership,
on June 28 Anderson will be found at the
front of Houston's Pride Parade as co-
grand marshal with Don Gill. No one was
more surprised at this honor than Ander-
son herself. “It really got me to thinking
when they elected me grand marshal. 1
consider myself too radical. I think I'd just
like to say thank you. I'm really grateful to
the community. Even for someone like
myself, it was very humbling. It was very
affirming. I didn’t expect it, and it really
made me feel good. And Ms. Meyer is just
delighted at the thought of being First
Lady.”

But she does recognize what possibly
may have been the reason for her nomina-
tion, “Visibility. I'm a salesperson. I'm a
promoter. And sometimes, it’s the P. T.
Barnum style. And that's fun.”

Oh, God. Surely she wasn't referring
to Barnum's famous credo, “There’s a

continued on page 49

COMMUNITY
GOSPEL CHURCH
“A Church Built on Love”

SERVICES

Sun+ Il am Sun =7 pm
Praise & Worship Evening Service

Thursday * 7:30 pm
MidWeek Service
Make a Joyful Noise « june 20 + 7:30 pm
l\L-”Ie Light Co. « June 28 & 29 + 7:30 pm

A

201 E. 18th ar Columbia [? 13 ‘ 880-9235

Houston, Texas

| | REINER’S

Fine Jmlry@
w Holy Union Jewelry Experts g‘

Custom Jewelry Designs
Estate Jewelry — Appraisals
Pre-Owned Rolex Watches
Expert Repairs « Watchmaker

2210 Westheimer
Houston, TX 77098

SINCE 1918
Family Owned

We Buy Gold, Diamonds, Watches!

FREE

Ring Cleaning
Mo Purchase Necessary

With Coupon Only

Mon - Fri
9:30 am -6 pm
Sat 10 am - 5 pm

Peasion Chris Chiles (713) 520-1212 Expircs M5

continued on page 49
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on Gill, owner of Studio 911 Hair

Salon, is active in our community

as host and fundraiser for many
community-serving functions. He sports
persanal letters of thanks from former
Governor of Texas Ann Richards and Hous-
ton Mayor Bob Lanier.

“T am so proud of those letters. I am
just a country boy from a poor family in
Louisiana. | am just doing what my mother
and father raised me to do to be exactly
who [ am and to have some pride in being
the best I can be. They raised me with lots
of love. I think this is the thing I am most
proud of—carrying the goodness of my
family out into the world.”

Hollister: Why do you think you were
chosen for grand marshal?
Gill: Probably because of different

Don Gill

by Hollie Hollister

“Studies show the incidence of teen suicides, among gay teens, bas dramatically
dropped. And that is because we are out there, showing these young people they

are not alone i1 the world.”

articles that have been in the gay press and
what I have been able to accomplish as a
fundraiser this year. One of the organiza-
tions, The Royal Sovereign Imperial Court
of the Single Star, submitted my name, and
the gay community voted on it and I won.

Is fundraising a primary function of the
parade’s activities?

Not pet se fundraising. Anyone that I
have known to be grand marshal in the
past, male or female, it is what they have
done to assist as a positive role model for
the community. Suzanne [Anderson, co-
grand marshal '95] is a business owner, as
am I, and we've employed gay peoplein our
businesses. Even though I am only a one-
man shop now, that has only occurred in
the past four years. I owned a much larger
salon [Hair Plus, by Don] with gayemploy-
ees aswell. You become grand marshal not
just for the fundraising but for how you
assist people in the community.

% &

Gill, who has lost two lovers to AIDS,
has taken into his home numerous PWAs,
and given them the opportunity to live with
dignity in a homelike atmosphere. “When
my friends are ill, I bring my friends here.
They like my chicken and dumplin’s, my
black-eyed peas, my turnip greens, butter
beans, and my cracklin’ cornbread. 'm just

a country boy living in a big city.”

Gill moved to Houston in May of
1970 after graduation from high school in
Leesville, Louisiana, just the other side of
the Texas-Louisiana border, on the road to
Alexandria. “I wanted to move away from
home. [ was the youngest child, very pro-
tected by my family. We were dirt poor,
but we had lots of love,” reflects Gill.

Gill wanted to make something of
himself and enrolled in beauty schoal. Af-
ter a few years setting hair, he burned out
(pardon the pun) and went into the corpo-
rate world, where he worked his way up
from mail room to salesman for a major
Houston industry. “ After five years at the
company, | quit when I saw Farrah Fawcett
and Dorothy Hamil shakin’ that hair on
TV,” he says. “I knew that’s the kind of
hair that T wanted to do.”

£ & %

Don, where were you in June of 19702

Probably sitting on a pew in the Pen-
tecostal church.

Care to explain?

1 didn’t accept my homosexuality un-
til January of 1973. When I moved here
from Louisiana, my life was the same—I
was in church four days a week.

What does someone do in church four

continued on page 48

Annella Harrison

by Hollie Hollister

‘I bad seem enough discrimination and harassment,” remembers Harrison.
i L . ; ¢ :
Before L went to the City Council, I had a talk with my son and bis lover, I asked

them if they would mind if I did this.”

or Annella Harrison, honorary

grand marshal for the Gay Pride

Parade 95, community involve-
ment has been a way of life. Harrison is a
veteran cf World War I1, a former Regis-
tered Nurse, retired caseworker for the
Texas Rehabilitation Commission, and the
parent of a gay son. Annella became in-
volved with the struggles of the gay rights
movement in the mid-70s, when to live
Queer in Houston meant risking jail when
the cops raided the gay bars seemingly for
their personal entertainment.

In the 1970s, homosexuals were the
target of the police, churches, and teenag-
ers who drove into the Montrose from
other parts of town to bash queers—going
out on a Saturday night had become a
death-defying act.

During the McConn and Whitmire
administrations, Annella went before
Houston City Council to plea on our be-
half for equal protection under the law, “I
had seen enough discrimination and ha-
rassment,” temembers Harrison. “Before
I'wenttothe City Council, I had a talk with
my son and his lover. I asked them if they
would mind if I did this.” Annella went
before council with little fanfare and no
press coverage—she guesses gay rights was
too hot a topic. By the second time she

appeared before council, she was active in
P-FLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays), and that time she sought out the
press. She represented P-FLAG on Hous-
ton community “talk shows” and was
sought out for comment whenever the gay
community was in the press,

Hollister: Annella, tell us about your
first Gay Pride celebration,

Harrison: Itwas much smaller, though
well attended, and very joyful. T remember
there was a rally near the Dome Stadium, I
think the Astroarena. Sarah Weddington
was there and a speaker from New York. It
wasquitesomething. [ guess wehave Anita
Byrant to thank for all of this. [ Anita Byrant,
former Miss America, singer, and per-
former, has been credited over the years
with causing so much hatred against the
homosexual community, that she forced us
to pull together. ]

How has the celebration changed?

It is certainly much larger, many more
activities going on. And I feel good that the
Gay Pride celebration is not just a parade
only.

Do you see a need for Gay Pride cel-
ebrations?

Oh yes. People need to know about
some of the things people are doing. People

in different professions—the law, medi-
cine, People need to see that gay people are
people, too.

Is there anything you would change
about the celebration?

Well [laughing a little], I would have
it in cooler months! Texas in June is very,
very hot. Other than that, no I like it the
way it is.

What do you think bas been the biggest
detriment to our movement?

I hope your readers will understand
that I am from another generation, and T
have different ways of dealing with things,
I guess my time was different, inasmuch as
I feel one can better gain one’s goals by
appealing to everyone. So I do not mean to
single out any ore group or thing, but I feel
some of the actions taken by some politi-
callyinvolved groups might be better served
with less offensive actions.

What exactly do you mean?

I mean that some of the political ac-
tions are offensive, and 1 feel that closes

continued an page 48

THREE MONTHS
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1'/, Hour Session...*50
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. Metropolitan

DevorioNaL THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH BY REv. JANET PARKER

Grief is deseribed as infense enwotional suffering causad by Joss. disaster, misfor-
tune, ete. It is acute sorrow and deep sadness, This is probahly one of the most difficul
emetions for any person 1o experience. It is an emotion that reaches down 1o the very pit
of your soul. It doesn’t feel good, Ithurts. [t is painful. It can be a scary and lonely feeling

For some of us. grief s 100 painful 10 bear. Becanse of the iniensity of our pain, we
| want to walk away from it and not %t it run its course. The course that it may mn involves
several stages: Bargaining, Denial, Anger and Acceptance. These stages can be exper
eneed mpidly or over a fong period of time. There are no right and wrong ways of han-
dling cur gref. Each person nwst simply recognize that they must deal with this intense
eatiotion ar some poing in time. The sooner we face it the soaner it will be behind us.

In our community we sometimes face what is called “sedal grief.” We may have
iy infense losses at one time and get confussed about whom we are grieving, Sometimes there just ist't time 1o fully
grieve over one loss when suddenly we ave another upon us. That is when the emotions can gel the best of us,

With grief you nuy experienc withdrawal, sadness, and crying without any warning, You may 4150 po to the
cxiremies and find yourself covering up and filling in your day so that you don't have (o face your emotions.

There is One t furm o in times of grief and that is to God. The Psalmist tells us that “weeping may eodure for

Community Church
ICATION —3400 MONTROSE  SUITE 600

HoE LG HT S

ANNING

S s ! I

anight, but joy comes in the moming." God promises to comfort us like 2 mother comforts her child, When Jesus went
intoy the Terple on the Sabbath and was asked to read the Seripture, He spoke from 1saiah 61, “The Spirit of the
Yaliweh is upon me, because God has anointed me o tell the good news to the poor. God has sent me fo comfort those
whose earts are broken, to-tell the captives they are free. and to tell the prisoners they are released. God has sent me
to eomlort all those who are sad and to help the somowing people: 1 will give a erown 1o replace their ashes. and the oil
of gladness to replace their sorrow, the clothes of praise to teplace their spirit of sadfess.”

This chiapter goes on to 1ell us how Jesus will rebuild our fives again. After great periods of grief and loss, God
can restore our joy and our gladness, Tumn e God for comfort. it may come in the guise of 2 friend, 2 lover. a stranger.
or an angel! The imponant thing to do is RECEIVE [T!

MASSAGE THERAPIST _
stered and Nationally Certified
hepherd * Houston, TX 77019
713/935.2122

SUNDAY 10 AM BIBLE STUDY/11 AM WORSHIP
Church Office: 811 Westheimer Suite 104 » Phone: 528-6756
* Rev. Janet Parker/Pastor
WEEKLY HOME GROUPS * CALL FOR INFORMATION
SEE CALENDAR FOR SPECIAL EVENTS
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Don Gill

Continued from page 46

days a week?

Lots of praying on my knees that I
wasn’t who I was, a homosexual.

What did you do?

I went to the pastor of my church and
confessed tohim [ was homosexual. Andhe
told me he couldn’t advise me on that
subject.

Why?

Four years later he cameup tomeina
gay bar and said, “This is why I couldn’t
advise you on your sexual identification.”

1 don't know why this doesn’t surprise
me! When you were coming out, who did
you look up to or admire?

My best friends—Larry Miller, Jerry
Wayne Smith, and David Sawyer—some of
the first gay people I met.

What was it about these three people
that you admired?

They saw my innocence. I was very
“country” and trusting, and people made
fun of my speech. Isaidlots of over-yonders,
the slow dragged-out speech of a country
boy. I was very fortunate to meet these
three men who protected me and wouldn’t
let anyone hurt me or abuse me.

Do you rementber your first Gay Pride
celebration?

Yes, I do. It must have been 1975, '76.

What do you remember about it?

How happy everyone was, all those
smiling faces. Finally, we could stand up
and be counted, even if it was only amongst
ourselves.

Is there anything you would change
ﬂ'bof{: LJJE cfx’{’brﬂrﬁ‘f)’f rf)ddj?

No, there isn't. Y ou know, Gay Pride

tions. Where other celebrations involve
something everyone can bein, Gay Pride is
for us. The few, the proud...

The gay?

Yes, exactly.

What do you think is the biggest deter-
rent to our civil rights movemeni?

Our fractionalization—one group re-
fusing to accept and work with another.
This causes confusion; it certainly causes
division.

So I gather you see unity as the most
important goal we must achieve.

Yes, I do.

What do you think has been our “finest
bour”? What bave we done right?

Our visibility, and our involvement
with each other. Studies show the inci-
dence of teen suicides, among gay teens,
has dramatically dropped. And that is be-
cause weareout there, showing these young
people they are not alone in the world. We
have a big heart—we take cate of our own.
There is a lot of solidarity in the commu-
nity. Iam just so proud of that—it’s unique.

Is there anything you wonld like to see
the gay community achieve in the upcoming
years?

Let me draw you a picture; it's a little
“country,” but it works. Our lives are like
a wagon, and it is full of hay. When that
wagon reaches the barn, there will be hay
for the winter, enough to keep everyone
alive through the darkest hours. If we can
manage to pull ourselves together—the
“Polos” with the leather community, the
leshians with the gay males, the transsexu-
als, the bisexuals, the drag queens—all of
us must pull togetherso that we can achieve
equal rights. We have to fill the barn, soto
speak, with resources, so we can weather

is different from other pa rades or celebra- even the worst of times. v
& FOR THE BIGGEST .
NS Grow your business by
YOUR LIFE... reaching those who
seek to support you!

PROTECTION
YOU CAN
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PIPPA WILEY

Insurance Agent

(713) 957-4297

The ‘W R D wil

work for you!

WOMEN’S RESOURCE
DIRECTORY

(713) 242-0908

P.O. Box 66796 Houston, TX 77266

Annella Harrison
Continued from previous page

some ears that might benefitfrom the “mes-
sage” and could help the cause. Some of
those ears, whether you like them or not,
close up tight when they see things that
illustrate the very worst behavior in any-
one. '

You mean to say then...

I mean some behaviors are offensive,
and those behaviors illustrate the things
some politicians say are truths about the
homosexual lifestylein general. Peopleonly
see what they want to, and when they see
things that offend them, they remember
that, and they use that as an excuse to not
listen.

Why do you think you were chosen as
bonorary grand marshal?

I guess because of my actions with
P-FLAG and being one of the few parents
of a gay person willing to speak out.

Were there any role models you ad-
mired, who were out and vocal?

When things started up, no, things
were pretty much closeted. No one in par-
ticular—I do admire the community as a
whole! I think that the gay community is
the best example of a group committed to
having civil rights, and I admire the dedi-
cation I see.

What do you think has been our finest
hour?

The AIDS crisis: When everyone was
so scared to do anything about the living
conditions of PWAs and the way compa-
nies were laying off those who had the HIV
virus, the gay community really got busy
and moved into real action to get the PWAs
the insurance that they had paid for and
the medical attention needed. That’s been
quite inspiring.

Where do you see the gay rights move-
ment going to in the next century?

Well, it’s anybody's guess, what with
the political feeling in Washington these
days.

Are you saying there is a real force in
Washington that might very well put down
all that we bave accomplished?

I am saying that things are going to be
rough, and we'd better get ready to fight
for rights on every “shore”!

Kind of like the fight for buman rights
in WWII?

Hopefully not that bad.

Annella, what accomplishment in your
life are you most proud of?

I guess living well, and living to the
age of 85! v
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Suzanne Anderson
Continued from page 45

sucker born every minute...”

“No, I'm ralking about not being shy.
One of the things that I have always felt
comfortable with was talking about my
strong points, [though] I'm net without
weak points. I've never understood people
who, when you ask if they can play softball,
say, ‘Oh, I'm okay.” Say, ‘I'm an ace! I can
knock the shit out of that ball!””

Shetransfers this confidence and posi-
tive attitude to her commitment with the
lesbian/gay community by “just knowing
who I am and being comfortable with who
I am.That’s a real movement in our com-
munity. More and more people are coming
out. They’re showing other people that
they can come out and they can survive.
They can still be gainfully employed—some
of them. Not all of them.”

Though a young lesbian growing up
hardly has a wealth of role models to emu-
late, Anderson managed to identify one.
“As much of an old biddy as she is, my
mother would have to be one [of my role
models]. She was a mean old thing. Even
though she gave up a lot of her life to be a
traditional mother and wife, it was obvious
that she wasn’t happy about it, and she
thought it was wrong. She let me dress like
a boy if I wanted to. I never had any sense
that, because I was a girl, there was any-
thing that I couldn’t do, or that I was
limited. I got that from her.”

Even if she weren’t pre-designated
royalty for this year’s Pride celebration,
Anderson looks forward to the week of
June 18-25 as though they were Queer
High Holy Days. “It's an opportunity to be
who we are with our peaple, to just express
ourselves. The neat thing about Gay Pride
Week is that there’s so many choices and
waysto celebrate. It doesn’t matter whether
you want to do drag or do a reading. It’s a
celebration. It’sa way of honoring yourself.
We don't get honored much.”

As one of Houston's most vocal and
effective activists, what, in Anderson’s eyes,
is the main probem facing our community?

“We've got to quit tearing at each
other. It's real hard for me, being very out,
to not be critical of peaple who aren’t. It’s
going to be a tremendous challenge fight-
ing the Christo-fascists who are out there
today. They're organized and they've got
money and they're dangerous. They are
fucking dangerous. People right now just
love to hate. I grew up in the Southern
Baptist Church, and I know how pious
these peaple are. Things are going to change.

Things could go either way. | mean, people
are nuts. A band-gun bill? How can people
justify something like that? Statistically,
they say that straight, white militarized
men carried the electien last time around.
I think this is just their mentality.”
White, straight, militarized men—?

“—and the women who love them.”

P.S.—In case you ever have lunch
together, Suzanne Anderson likes her
charra beans extra spicey. Now there's a

bulletin. v

HATCH

Continued from page 44

sense of “OK” for which I had been so
desperately longing. The downward spi-
raling path of my life stopped, then turned
much more positive. HATCH enlightened
me to the fact that I could be whatever I
wanted to be, in spite of what society told
me about what I had to be—or couldn’t
be—because of my sexual orientation.

Now, I am 21 years old. T am a nurse,
as well as an instructor, at a nursing assis-
tant academy in Houston. Without
HATCH, it would be very hard to picture
myself at the place to which I have pro-
gressed in my life. Because of the age range
of the group—15 to 21— will soon be
leaving the group. If it were not for
HATCH, I could not have made it this far
or have had the self-worth to continue to
make plans to go further. HATCH has
given me enough of a good sense of myself
to go forward with great enthusiasm, ex-
cellence, integrity, leadership, and com-
passion. If nothing else, T will take these
qualities with me as I exit HATCH to
make my mark on the world.

To HATCH, thank you. v

Qunicy £5 a member of the HATCH Steering
Commuttee, Outreach Program, and a regular
contributor to The HATCH Newsletter.

«Jt the Deach
or the Powol,
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16 the Reairibod?,

Try our luxurious,
oversized rainbow towel.
100% cotten, on sale for $30.

(Carnpare in naticnal gay catalogs for $35.)

ar, get wrappsd up in
one of our great sunmmer reads.
No assembly requived, JUst add your imagination.
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Inklings

]

1846 Richmond Avenue
[2 blocks east of Shepherd)
(713) 521-3369
(BOD) 931-3349
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

~ Patrick Falcon, CPA

Pacific Southwest
Bank Building
4200 Montrose, Suite 490

(713) 522-3308
fax (713) 522-7008

Formerly with IRS

= Electronic Tax Filing + |IRS Negotiations

* Fast Refunds + Late Payers

* Offers in Compromise  «Non Filers

* IRS Payment Plans = 100% Penalty Appeals
* Claims for Refunds * Amended Returns

= Audits * Tax Consulting

* Return Preparation * Payrall Tax Problems

Experienced in all areas of negotiations
of IRS problems on behalf of our
taxpayer clients, business & individual.

Clyde Williams

Attorney at Law

Board Certified in Criminal Law
by Texas Board of Legal Specialization

1314 Texas Ave., Suite 712
Houston, TX 77002
(713) 236-0064

fi : B

Gay & Lesbian Catholics & friends

Celebrating 20 Years—

Housfon's cidest lesbian/gay,/
bisexual religicus organizafion

DignityMHouslon celebrates Mass each
Saturday at 7:30 pm and a community service
each Sunday at 5:30 pm
We offer the sacrament of Reconciliation
upon request before or after Mass.

880-2872 553K

Inclusive liturgy
celebrated.
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id you just learn that you or your

loved one got an HIV-positive

diagnosis? Are you HIV-positive
and experiencing a new round of symp-
toms? Are you getting to interact daily with
the “mother-in-law” or mother you previ-
ously visited only twice a year? Youused to
frequent the gym, and now your only runs
are to the bathroom? Your knowledge of
social service agencies and public health
clinics was supplied by movies and televi-
sion, and now you're facing the real thing?
You slept through high school and college,
and now you couldn’t even act the part for
money in a TV commercial? You thought
lepers lived only in Biblical times, and now
you feel like one? Has HIV knocked you
down several rungs on the economic lad-
det?

HIV tests the limits of one’s coping
skills. Each phase of the disease ushers ina
new set of problems to deal with. You can
respond by using tried and true patterns.
Or you can modify and improve methods
already shown to be useful. Or you can
learn new skills.

There is an old adage making the
rounds of recovery circles that goes some-
thing like, “If you keep doing the same
things, you will keep getting the same re-
sults.” There are no licenses or required
courses for chronological adulthood, just
the randomly appearing lessons presented

by life.

by Sally Hubertz, M.A., L.EC.

You can rock along pretty well with
low self-esteem, poor nutrition, little self-
awareness, no daily exercise, isolation, reck-
less living, constant high stress levels, ig-
noring life’s daily resentments, indiffer-
ence to value of life—until you meet HIV.
Those with the more positive responses to
the disease tend to have advanced levels of
communication skills, assertiveness, prob-
lem-solving, decision-making, stress man-
agement, self-care (exercise, nutrition, safer
sex), and a deepened spiritual life.

Besides which, they like themselves.
How did they get there?

It is generally accepted that an HIV-
positive diagnosis is not an imminent death
sentence, and the better care you take of
yourself, the more prolonged the quality of
life can be, perhaps even until a cure is
found. Learning the skills referred to above
takes motivation and courage. I you didn’t

get the advanced courses in life skills before the diagnosis, there
may beseveral barriers to acquiring them or even remembering to
use ones already available.

A trained counselor can help you identify your strengths,
resources, and belief systems that may be blocking progress, and

ing and support that may have been overlooked in the emotional
response to the news or symptoms.

So, HIV presents an opportunity to grow, to use your creativ-

ity to expand your abilities. Short-term individual counseling (12

sessions) for those infected or affected by HIV is now available to

low-income persons as a col-

laborative of the Montrose
Clinic, AIDS Foundation
Houston, The Assistance
Fund, and SEARCH. The
project is funded by the Ryan
White grant. Services are pro-
vided in the Montrose/
Westheimer area or at home,
hospital, or hospice, if

can teach such skills as assertiveness, communication, relaxation
techniques, problem-solving, and decision-making. Of course,
processing your reaction to the disease is the domain of psycho-
therapy also. Counseling can help you see avenues to gain nurtur-

necessary. v

Sally Hubertz, MA,, LP.C, is a psychotherapist with the Montrose Clinic.
If you would like to tnquire abont the nature of services, you may call ber at
(713)520-2060. If you would Iike to schedule an appointment, call the
Mantrase Clinic Community Services line at (713)520-2075.

The Ryan White CARE Act

Texas needs it now more than ever!

“Ryan White was truly a life saver,” says Alice C. of Houston. "My teeth
were so bad that | couldn’t really chew my food. There are so few dentists
that treat people with AIDS that | was going to have
to wait months just to get an appeintment. | couldn’t
afford to wait. My T-cells were dropping, | was lesing
weight. | would have whittled down to nothing. The in-
fections could have killed me. Then | found the Bering
Dental Clinic that the Bering United Methodist Church
started. Doctor Nichols said we're going to get your
smile back soon and you'll feel fine. | was skeptical

jes money &
that they could do it, but their service was so guick my

teath were fixed hefore the holidays. | was able to eat my Thanksgiving

dinner—with all the trimmings. It made my holidays and saved my life.”

Congress must support it now

Saving Lives and Saving Monay
For five years, the Ryan White CARE Act has saved lives while saving monay. By sending emergency funds
10 cities, states, communities and familes hit hardest by HIVAIDS, the CARE Act provides medical and social
serwces to thousands of Americans.

The Houston area has recaived 537 millsen since 1991 forindispensahle services
that not only ease the suffering of Texans with HIVAIDS, but keep them healthier
lgnger and prevent expensive, unnacessary hospital cere.

Ryan White Works

Ayan White CARE Act 15 not a waitare program but a8 down paymant on hope.
Its "seed money” inspires public-private partnerships that deliver primary health
carg, prascriphion drugs. dental, housing and transportation services. Planning
councils im each community ensure CARE Act funds go where they are needed
most and used best:

= With 5383,000 in Ayan White funds 85 & base for a year of services, the Baring
Dental Clinie and Bering Adult Day Care Conter help over 2000 indigant indneduals
manage thelr HIV/AIDS infections. By encauraging a higher level of healkh and pra
werting malnutrtion, these two programs reduce the nesd for hospital visits and
save the city of Houston over §4 million annually in taxpayer dollars.

= Tha number of patiants served by the Thomes Street Clinic has grown from 7656 in
19491 to over 3,500 in 1934, with an average of 75 new patients per month and a 1ogal
of 26,676 medical visits in 1684,"

We Need It Now
AIDS &5 the leading cause of death lor Amaricans between 25 and 44. In Houston
I the Iast two years over 4,451 AIDS cases ware reported, sk naw cases a day.
Any defay in reautharizing the CARE Act and anything less than full funding would
maan an intErruption or boss of Ife-extending services, causing neediess suffering and costly hospitalizetion for
thousands of man, woman, and childran in Houston and across tha country.

Congress must show itcares, by swifthy raautharizing and fully funding the CARE Act Failure to act now would

ba a national catastrophe. Wa cannot afford to keep people like Alice weiting
Otz of Y Sevac. Sasih Beeourcas wnd B ss Adnes s wen

N

=M

AIDS Actioa Cosncil Bering Community Service Foundation
1875 Comnecticut Avenue PO. Box 540817

Washingten, DT 20009 Houston, T 772540517

Tal: 202 965, 1300 Ext. 3085 Tel: 713.529.6071

Please call your members of Congress now and urgs them to support reauthorization
and full funding of the Ryan White CARE Act:

Senators Regrosontatives

Phil Gramm (AT} Bill Archer (R-TX1, Tth District

Kay Bailey Hutchison {R-TX) Tom Debay (R-TX), 22nd District
Jack Fglds {R-TX], Sth District
Steva Stockman (R-TX), 8th District

Ken Banmtsen (D-TX], 25th District
Gene Green |0-TX), 29th District
Sheila Jackson Lee {0-TH)

1ath District

Capitol Hill Switchbaard (202) 235-1121
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HIV Health Watch

Briefs from GayNet Wire Service

Possible Major Breakthrough in

HIV Fight

SAN FRAMNCISCO—Researchers with the
University of Califomia at San Francisco re-
ported at the annual convention of the Ameri-
can Society for Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology that a “designer drug" known as a
protease inhibitor may help keep HIV from
replicating and mutating in the body. Dr. Charles
Craik told the convention that the computer-
designed drug, which has only been tested in
laboratories so far, apparently blocks a crucial
enzyme in HIV, making it impossible forthe virus
to reproduce itself and mutate. In laboratory
tests, the drug kept HIV from infecting new cells
in test tubes and prevented it from duplicating
itself in already-invaded cells. If the protease
inhibitor works as effectively in humans as it has
inthe laboratory, Craik and his UCSF colleagues
believe it could be the most important break-
through in fighting HIV and AIDS to date.

Parasite in Water

Supply Reported
WASHINGTCN—Environmental activists have
wamed that cryptospondium, a parasite than
can be fatal to the elderiy, children, people with
HIV/AIDS, and other seriously ill people, has
been detected before and after treatment in
the country's water supply. Some cities do not
test or filter their drinking water, the MNatural
Resources Defense Council and the Environ-
mental Working Group said in published re-
ports that urge the United States to invest in
betterwater filtration and to start testing forthe
microscopic parasite. The reports call for a
national standard for cryptosporidium, which
was blamed for sickening more than 400,000
peaple and killing at least 100—mostly people
with AIDS—in Milwaukee in 1993. Currently,
the parasite is not regulated, in part because
there is no reliable way to monitor it

Dating Service for People With

HIV Starts in Germany
BERLIN —Europe's first dating service for HIV-
positive people has been formed, its head
anncunced in June. Stefan Wehner, who started
the PV Dating Service, said such services are
needed because people who are infected with
HIV often have enormous problems finding
partners. "Healthy people want nothing to do
with HIV-positive people, and that makes the
search fora partner very difficult,” Wehner said,
To join the service, people pay a little over

$1,500 to get listed for'a year in PV's dating
roster, VWehner said that to prevent abuse of
the service, potential members must contact
the service via mail and must provide the
agency with a doctor's certification that they
are HIV-positive. A similar HIV dating service
started in the U.S. earlier this year.

HIV Reporting Measure

Passes California Senate
SACRAMENTO, Calif—The California Sen-
ate has passed a measure that would require
the state health services department to notify
physicians and patients when HIV test results
are positive in any survey the department
conducts to determine the prevalence of the
virus among childbearingwomen ornewboms.
The measure, SB889, was introduced by Sen.
Tim Leslie (R-Camelian Bay) and was ap-
proved by the state Senate by a 27-4 vote. The
bill now goes to the state Assembly where
passage is considered likely as well.

HIV-Infected Women at Higher

Risk for Cervical Cancer
TOROMNTO—Early data from the Canadian
Women's HIV Study Group indicates that
wormen infected with HIV are at greater risk of
being stricken with severe cervical cancer than
uninfected wornen. The study group’s prelimi-
nary data found that half of some 300 women
infected with HIV that were examined also had
HPFY—the human papillora virus associated
with cervical cancer. Dr. Catherine Hankins,
one of the study's chief investigators, also said
that a fifth of the women examined had squa-
mous dysplasia, an early indicator associated
with the cancer. The rates found in the study
were at least double those expected in the
general population,

Lawyer Wants
Murder Investigation in

Hospital Worker’s Death
BUENOS AIRES—The lawyer for a hospital
worker at the Hospital Muniz says he will ask
for an official murder investigation over the
death of his client, Sergio Salguero, who died in
late May from an AlDS-related illness, Salguero
was accidentally infected with HIV after being
stuck with a needle bearing the virus two years
ago at his job as a cleaner at the hospital.
Without being told he had been infected,
Salpuero was fired from the hospital after
testing positive forthe virus. He leamed he was

carrying the virus only after his wife became
pregnant.

‘High Five’ Ball Player

Dies of AIDS

OAKLAND, Calif~—Glenn Burke, the openly
gay former Qakland Athletics and Los Angeles
Dodgers outfielder, has died of complications
related to AIDS. Burke was widely believed
among teammates to be gay when he started
playing pro baseball in 1976, and after quitting
the game under duress in 1980, he said he
believed he had been shaved out of the game
because of homophobia in pro sports. In addi-
tion to a short but impressive career with both
the A's and the Dodgers, Burke is credited with
starting one of the most popular and cormmon
signals of victory in professional sports today—
the “high-five" sign.

Republicans Jump on

White House AIDS Director
WASHINGTOMN—Republican legislators and
GOP activists, including the mostly gay Log
Cabin Republicans, have pounced on remarks
by Patricia Fleming, President Clinton's AIDS
public policy director, who said the Republican
health care budget proposals were as danger-
ous to people with AIDS as the virus itself.
Speaking at a health care conference, Fleming
said, The Republican budget proposals pose a
grave threat to the lives of people living with the
AIDS virus. In fact, they are as much of a threat
as the virus that is in their bodies.” Rich Tafel,
executive director of Log Cabin Republicans,
said the administration was playing “partisan
politics with the lives of people suffering from
HIV/AIDS. Until now, there has been a strong
spirit of bi-partisanship, and the Republican
leadership was extremely careful in not cutting
but maintaining and increasing funding for AIDS
programs throughout the budget resolution,”
Rep. Steve Gunderson (R-Wisc), who is the
only openly gay Republican in Congress, called
Fleming’s comments “cruel, callous, and insen-
sitive.” The House and Senate Republican health
budget proposals call for cutting Medicaid spend-
ing by $187 billion and $175 billion respectively
over the next seven years. The proposals,
however, give spending authority to the states,
which GOP leaders say will encourage cost-
cutting measures.

Hospital Costs for

AIDS Patients Spiral
WASHINGTON—According to a study by the
National Public Health and Hospital Institute,
the hospital costs of individual patients with
AlDS can be as high as $260,000 per year, and
in sorme urban hospitals can occupy more than
seven percent of the available beds daily. The
study also found that patients with AIDS aver-
age |2 hospital days per stay, significantly above
the 7.2-day average stay for other patients
Because many patients with AIDS depend on
Medicaid, Medicare, or other public funds to

pay for their care, the study concludes that, if
Congress makes large cuts in Medicaid/Medi-
care funding, many hospitals will have to restrict
care of AIDS patients.

HIVY Infecting More

Blacks and Hispanics
ATLANTA~—The Centers for Disease Control
& Prevention has reported that the number of
new AIDS cases among white gay men has
fallen offbetween 3 and 20 percent in three LS,
cities hardest hit by the epidemic—New Yark,
Los Angeles, and San Francisco—during the
past five years. The number of AIDS cases
among black gay men in those same cities,
however, has risen dramatically in the same
period. In San Francisco the number of infec-
tions grew 53 percent, in New York 49 percent,
and in Los Angeles 48 percent since 1989
Maticnally, the number of new cases among gay
men grew 3| percent during the past five years,
the CDC data indicates, while the national
figures increased 79 percent among black pay
men and 61 percent among Hispanic gays.

California Assembly
Narrowly OKs

Medicinal Marijuana Measure
SACRAMENTO, Calif.—The California Assermn-
bly has narrowly OKed legislation by a 41-30
vote that would permit physicians to prescribe
marijuana cigarettes for patients who are termi-
nally or chronically ill, although a number of
conservative legislators objected that the bill
would promote drug use in the state. If the
measure in fact does become law, physicians
would be able to prescribe marnjuana for their
patients with AIDS, cancer, glaucoma, or mul-
tiple sclerosis, The bill still requires approval by
the Senate and the signature of Gov. Pete
Wilson to become law. Last year Wilson ve-
toed a similar measure because he said it would
not work unless the federal govemment also
ended its ban on prescribing marijuana ciga-
rettes.

AIDS Project-L.A. Looking for

Conservative PR Firm

LOS ANGELES—One of the first acts of Allen
Camer after taking over as director of commu-
nications for the AIDS Project-Los Angelesisto
try to find a public relations firm in VWashington
D.C. with solid links to the Republican Party.
Carmer says APLA wants a GOP-connected PR
firm to conduct an HIV education campaign
aimed at members of Congress. APLA is the
second largest AIDS agency in the LS. with a
$20 mullion yearly budget.

Hillary Clinton Launches
Pediatric HIV Campaign
WASHINGTOMN—Citing a study showing that
treatment can reduce the risk of mothers trans-
mitting HIV to their newboms, Hillary Rodham
Clinton has launched a campaign urging preg-

continued on pape 74
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HI-RISE APARTMENTS

HERE IS WHAT OUR RESIDENTS
SAY ABOUT LIFE AT THE TOF...

“Safe, secure, comfortable and

pleasant. | love it!!!!”
—Tony Bonnett

“Beautiful views.
A terrific place to live.

The best kept secret in town.”
—Richard and Lynnda Nunemaker
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The Houston House
is designed for professionals:
Life at the Top has
never been this affordable!

* 24-hour concierge * Furnished Utilities

* Health Club & Sauna ¢ Heated Pool

* Dry Cleaners ® Onsite Grocery Store/Deli
* Private Balconies ¢ Assigned Parking

1617 Fannin * 713/659-4781
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THE PIG
in the Parlor:

The Gay Man's Legacy of Denial & Dysfunction

“

S

And that—knowledge

~

By telling your story, the
knowledge you have will
become understanding.

becoming understanding
—is better than anything
there is to feel.

Tom Spanbauer
The Man Wha Fell in Love
With the Moon

B

appearance.”

PERSONAL DYSFUNCTION

bout a month ago, my mom called to tell me that my 11-
year-old niece, Brannon, was performing in her first band
concert; she had a solo. It was also her first real “public
I was suddenly reminded of those 15 years of
grueling piano lessons and the requisite, inevitable year-end recit-
als; my first vocal performances in church; and the paralyzing night
in college, while performing for 2,000 people in Man of La Mancha,
1 dropped my lyrics during The Impossible Drcans.

Considering that my mom had recently undergone some fairly
serious back surgery, I decided I would make the trip home,

i

O u i v 5 M A R i

:| by Michael D. Wilson

Allow me to say from the outset that this information is presented from the
perspective of the gay male, and that while I recognize gay men and lesbians share
distinct commonalities in their early childhood developmental issues, 1 am
patnfully aware that there are also very clearly defined differences. Being a gay
man, I am well-versed on the former; being a fair man, I shall leave the expertise
of the latter to those who can better recount their own experiences.

combining moral support for my niece with physical support for
my mom.,

Now, to say that the small, East Texas ranching community
from which I come is conservative is to blatantly undersell the
rigidity, closed-mindedness, and conformity required to feel ac-
ceptable. And, of course, being ane who has spent a great deal of
my adult life learning how to present a confident, well-rounded
gay male persona (and to chap the asses of conservatives and the
religious right), I felt compelled to be a perfect model of gay
maleness. This meant wearing skintight Wranglers, red ropers and
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a matching red belt, and yes, God forbid,
both my earrings.

Well, when my mom saw my “get up”
as she called it, her eyes grew significantly
larger as she ducked and shook her head.
“Now, Michael, do you think those ear-
rings are appropriate? Remember this is
not Houston.” And while I knew she was
choking about theaccessories as well, T also
knew she wouldn’t mention them specifi-
cally, because one of my straight, married
cousins had just worn out his second pair.
(Perhaps he’s not as straight as they all
think!)

In response, I simply rolled my eyes,
stuck out my chin, and exhaled—very
slowly and with obviously significant em-
phasis. . T could tell she knew what was
coming and that she was already planning
her counter-stratepy.

“Don’t even start with that bullshit,” T
warned in the calmest and most acidly
dulcet of tones. “In the first place, T don't
give a big rat’s ass what these people think
of me. They've never done anything for me
except make me more determined ot to
be like them.”

“Well, you don’t have tolive up here,”
she countered. “You don’t have to listen to
the whispers, and you don’t have to see the
guarded glances.”

“You don’t either,” T pointed out.
“Besides, it sounds like your issue, not
mine. If what other people say about me is
fnore important to you than your feelings

~of support and acceptance of me, then 1

would suggest that we don’t have much of
arelationship here. I recommendtherapy.”
That shut her up, at least temporarily, just
as I knew it would.

My father, meanwhile, sat in his re-
cliner, cowering, praying as hard as he
could that this argument would soon be
over and that we could, once again, pre-
tend that everything was okey-dokey down
on the farm. I'll forego a complete deserip-
tion of the man, for that's a whole other
narrative. Suffice it to say that, with the
exception of his quick and short-lived tem-
per, he is the most emotionally unavailable
man I've ever known. Lots of integrity,
great respect from his community, a fine
and upstanding person. Just onewho could
never say, “I love you, 'm proud of you,
you've done well,” At least not until T was
lying in a hospital bed—which he could
not approach because of all the equip-
ment—possibly dying from a diagnosis that
was explicitly more terrifying than my ho-
mosexuality. Oh well, better late than
never, I always say.

My sister, who is also a psychothera-

pist, calls all this family denial and the
resulting dysfunction “the pigin the parlor
syndrome,” We all know it's there: We can
seeir, hear it, taste it, smell it, we even feed
it at times, but we invariably continue to
step over it, dust around it, or decorate it.

Sound bitter or cynical? 1 suppose
that T was somewhat distressed, and as a
result a bit too harsh. I was more than
exasperated that after 20 years of being out
to them and having what I had begun to
hope and perceive was acceptance, they
were still sending me those subtle mes-
sages that my sexual orientation was, in-
deed, nof okay. The most logical, mature,
and appropriate response would have been
something like, “It sounds to me like you
have some significant issues about what
I'mwearing. Would youlike to discuss it?”
Of course, I didn't say this, because I
allowed her to push my buttons and imme-
diately plugged in the tape, “Parent/Child
ina Dysfunctional Family's Greatest Hits,”
with which I was raised.

Not to paint too bleak a picture here,
I must also say that in most instances, T do
respond to my family in more appropriate
ways, and they have, in their own limited
ability, been very supportive and accept-
ing than I ever hoped. They have treated
my lovers with the same respect and ac-
knowledgment as they would any other
member of the family. They have been
financially, emotionally, and spiritually
supportive. And when called upon to do
so, they have always come down on theside
of gay and lesbian rights. Why, then, do I
still have unresolved feelings of frustra-
tion, anger, fear?

Primarily, I believe it’s because I have
not resolved my issues of shame about
being homosexual and the resulting inter-
nalized homophobia I must battle every
day of my life. There’s also the issue of my
positive HIV status which creates a some-
times seemingly overwhelming fear and
anger. Finally, and perhaps most signifi-
cantly, there’s the loneliness in knowing
that T must be responsible for my own
decisions, regardless of my family's reser-
vations or Support.

THE EFFECTS OF DYSFUNCTION

Why do the feelings of inadequacy
and bitterness persist? In his book Grotw-
ing Up Gay én a Dysfunctional Family, Rik
Isensee, a licensed clinical social worker,
postulates that the problem is exacerbated
by both overt and subtle responses on the
partof thelarger public community, which
tries to prevent us from internalizing good
feelings about our orientation, We are con-

Lg°
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The Pig in the Parlor

Continued from previous page

tinuously bombarded by messages that
everything in us that feels normal, that
what we do, how wefeel, is an abomination
against nature, society, and God. Obvious
examples include the fact that sexual con-
tact between men is still illegal in many
states, and legalized relationships are non-
existent. Other contributing factors in-
clude ideas about gays being disruptive to
military service; the perception that ATDS
is a gay disease; denial to spiritual and
religious consolation; gay bashing; and the
lack of peer support and positive adult role
models during adolescent sexual develop-
ment.

Isensee goes on tosay that because gay

guilt, humiliation, and feelings of being

flawed). While both feelings can have

positive, constructive aspects, we will in-

variably find them damaging if we allow

ourselves to needlessly remain in them.

Some of the most obvious consequences

are:

—A false sense of self

—Alcohol and drug abuse

—Compulsive behavior, including sexual,
foad, debt, and other compulsions

—Relapses into unsafe sex practices

—Overwork and overachieving

—Self-deprivation

—Continued victimization

—Domestic violence

—Co-dependence (As a feminist, I almost
hesitate to include co-dependency, as it
has become one of those useless psycho-

babble terminologies

men grow up in the same
dysfunctional families as
heterosexuals, we are just
as susceptible to homopho-
bic beliefs as everyone else.
Confirming and expound-
ingupontheinsights drawn
by Dr. Susan Forward in
her groundbreaking work

C

used by the lay public to
marginalize and oppress
women, labeling them as
the dysfunctional ele-
ment in most relation-

we indeed deny our own

For ive- ships. However, when
n

needs in the hope of con-

applicable term.)
(One personal and

Toxic Parents, hestatesthat | § I trolling another person’s
what all dysfunctional fami- Is a crl lc? desire for us, is it a very
0
n

Lot as?ae.
your i

ofignoring or discounting a
child’s feelings, often com-
bined with abusive interac-
tions. Whether chaotic, vio-
lent, rigid, or intrusive, dys-
functional families consis-
tently fail the child’s need
for dependable nurturing,
unconditional love, empa-
thy, and aceeptance.” They
bothsee dysfunctional fami-

rec

striking example of the
inappropriate applica-
tion of both guilt and
shame occurred a couple
of years ago, when, at a
particularly fragile mo-
ment in the relationship
with my lover, I began
couples therapy with his
psychiatrist. During our
initial meeting, after mak-

e

lies as being:
—Intrusive, with significant violation of
trust and proper boundaries
—Stereotypical, regarding gender roles
—Physically, emotionally, and sexually
abusive
—Chaotic, in denial, rigid, isolated, secre-
tive, and non-communicative
—Uncontrollably rageful and scapegoating
—Inappropriately assigning adult roles to
children :
Perhaps the mostinexorableevidence
of dysfunction is the oppressive and over-
powering use of guilt (which has to dowith
judgments about our bebavior: not living
up to our expectations of ourselves or for
perceived transgressions against others)
and shame (which has to do with judg-
ments about our coresense of self: punitive

ingseveral particularly of-
fensiveand disparaging observations about
what I was wearing, this doctor proceeded
to tell me that anyone seeing me would
automatically know that T am gay. Of
course, | wasangry, and informed him that
it sounded to me that this was his issue, not
mine. Indeed, what I later came to under-
stand, through competent therapy coupled
with my own expanding experience as a

therapist, was that this man had projected

his own guilt and shame about being gay
onto me, hoping in the process to alleviate
himself of both.)

HEALING, RESOLUTION, AND
RECLAIMING YOURSELF

Now that we understand, to a small
degree, how our dysfunctional families and

communities have contributed to our pain-
ful and sometimes impoverished physical,
emotional, and spiritual reality, what can
we do to allay our fears that we may never
heal, never be whole, or never be happy?

Isensee says that for healing to occur,
we must first be aware that it is a process,
notan event, and that this process occursin
stages:

1. Acknowledging any abuse.

2. Identifying any post-traumatic effects.

3. Recognizing self-destructive behavior,

4. Seeking support/therapy for recovery.

5. Allowing and working through feelings.

6. Countering shame and negative mes-
sages.

7. Combating homophobia and hetero-
sexism.

8. Learning how to nurture yourself,

9. Asserting your own needs.

10. Creating your own life.

While we as gay men have typically
hadnoemotionally available adults to model
the expression of specific feelings such as
sadness, anger, depression, fear, and, of
course, guilt and shame, we must recognize
that honest expression of feeling is a critical
aspect of healing. Isensee states, “Real
emotional strength does not derive from
denying your feelings, but from being able
to feel without harming others or acting
self-destructively.”

Learn how to take care of yourself, to

_nurture yourself, and to ask for emotional
“nourishment” from your support groups.

* Appreciate, take care of, and have fun with

yourself. When you begin with all the
negative self-talk, like, “That man could
not possibly be interested in me,” or “I'll
bet they think these clothes, these glasses,
this cologne is entirely inappropriate,” or,
“IE I just had bigger pecs, arms, ass, I'd be
more acceptable,” simply recognize it for
the non-reality that it is and begin to give
yourself nurturing, positive messages. Seek
support from yourself first, then from your
intimates. Individual and group therapy
go a long way in providing a safe place to
ventilate and express your feelings.
Finally, and perhaps most importantly,
learnforgiveness. Even if you have tremen-
dous difficulty exonerating yourself and
thedysfunctional people and eventsin your
life that have left you reeling, forgiveness is
a critical aspect of reclaiming your life,
your self-esteem, your self-image, and your
self-worth. v

Michael D. Wilson, LMSW, &5 a clinical psycho-
therapist and political social worker currently
practicing at New Counseling, where he special-
zes in HIV and death and dying issues. For
Jurther information, please call 529-1913.
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A Report from
Haute South Miami Beach

(Where it was very very HOT?)

Plus. an update for the
HIV-positive traveler...

love Houston. In fact, just returning from eight
days in Florida, I've been calling Houston Cali-

fornia the past week. Never, neverin my wildest

dreams could I imagine any place being more

hot and humid than Houston, but my friends,
Florida wins this battle hands down.

The trip had been planned for months, Kim
to attend the annual American Psychiatric Asso-
ciation convention, and me to check out new
cruise ships and experience firsthand the newly
renovated Art Deco, South Miami Beach gay ha-
ven. We accomplished our business purposes, and

| was very impressed by the variety, quality, and
aesthetic appeal of South Beach establishments.

Miami is an interesting city, easy to navigate
and throbbing with delightful Latino flavor, a
result of the Cuban migrations these past 30 years

orso. Miami Beach is separated from Miami proper L

by Biscayne Bay, which must be crossed by one of

four causeways to arrive at Miami Beach. Once
across the bay, head for South Beach, which boasts
the largest collection of art deco architecture in the
world and is the sun and fun gay haven of the 90s.

In the 1980s, it was the gay community who
spearheaded the mavement to renovate the decay- &5
ing Miami Beach area. In the early 80s, the south-
ern section, called South Beach, was in a state of
serious decay, as the money and tourists had mi-
grated further up to North Beach to build fancy
hotels and high-rise condos. But men and women of vision
realized that the sheer volume of local buildings in South
Beach, typifying art deco architecture, were definitely worth
saving. For the past 15 years, gay men and ](—:sb'i;ms hafwe
sought to create a unique destination, bringing their creative
talents and spirits to the project. The result is one of the most
attractive places I've ever visited. . _

2 Here vou can see the complete cross section of gay
by Sandra B. Wilkins culture. Fvexiywherg ‘you ‘Oﬂk are bcautlfu:l gay mg tzr:;{
women, hotel proprietors, shop owners, and savvy

rateurs. The local gay community is warm and ftiendly, boasts wonderful f:lubs,
discos, and restaurants, and enjoys one of the most fun gay beaches arllywher'c inthe
world. South Beach is definitely worth a visit, and it would be a delightful idea to
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combine three or four days there with a Key West getaway. Two
important bits of advice though: Don’t drive between Miami and
Key West, and don’t visit in the summer, because baute as it may
be, it’s too damned hot!

Switching gears, let’s talk about travel and HIV infection. Dr.
Frederick Altice, Assistant Professor of Medicine at Yale Medical
School, and director of their AIDS program, has recently written
about current health protocols for international travelers with
HIV for Out and About travel magazine.

Dr. Altice reports: “Even for the seasoned traveler, good
preparation is required for a healthy and uncomplicated trip.
Although personal physicians are an important resource, fravel
clinics offer the most current information, and you may locate one
through yourlocal health department or universi ty medical center.
In addition, you or your physician may obtain advice from the
Center for Disease Control and Preventions’ (CDC) Travel Hotline,
(404) 332-4555. The majority of preventable medical complica-
tions occur among international travelers who visit developing
countries. Pre-travel medical advice should be sought at least 4-6
weeks prior to travel. Major considerations when obtaining pre-
travel medical advice for the HIV-positive traveler should include
anassessment of underlying health, degree of immunosuppression
caused by HIV, necessary medications, travel itinerary, duration of
the trip, and the expected access to medical care.

“A variety of vaccinations can prove invaluable for HIV-
positive travelers and should be administered preferably 2-6 weeks
before travel, Efficacy of these vaccines depends on the status of
the immune system of the HIV-positive patient; however, the
majority of these vaccines have few side effects, and the benefits
clearly outweigh the risks. Those highly recommended for HIV-
pBsitive people include: (1) pneumococcal vaccine (Pneumovax)
to be given every five years; (2) tetanus boosters, given every five
years; and (3) for those without previous exposure, hepatitis B
vaccine, administered in the deltoid.

“The most frequent medical complications for all travelers are
infections involving the gastrointestinal tract; traveler’s diarrhea is
thebest known of these. Careful planning and avoidance of certain
foods and beverages can diminish the risks of complications. Since
traveler's diarrhea is caused by infectious agents acquired th rough
food and water ingestion, it is prudent to watch your diet as
carefully as possible, Tap water and ice from any place other than
4- and 5-star hotels should be strictly avoided, even for brushing
teeth. Bottled beverages are preferred, but remember they are only
as safe as the source from which they are taken. Not all countries
have similar standards of disinfection. Additionally, carbonated
beverages may provide some added benefit to non-carbonated
beverages secondary to more acidity, which kills some infectious
agents. Milk and milk products must be pasteurized. In general,
foods should be served fresh and hot, and, in genetal, it is advisable
to avoid street vendors and uncooked or undercooked foods.

“Any trip made by an HIV-positive patient who receives
intravenous (IV) therapies such as antibiotics, pain medication,
parenternal nutrition, or hydration, requires careful and detailed
consideration prior to départure. For domestic travelers, there are
many home IV therapy companies nationwide which can provide
medication, supplies, and nursing support at remote destinations.
Physicians providing these services at home can coordinate con-
tinuation of services elsewhere. In some cases it will be important

to carry medications and supplies, and a doctor’s note detailing the
medical need for the supplies is usually necessary, Two-thirds of
states have either prescription or paraphernalialaws governing the
possession of needles or syringes. Disposable ice packs (especially
those activated by compression) are useful for medications which
require refrigeration, but are not practical for extended travel.”

It's very encouraging to note that almost all of the fine gay and
lesbian tour operators are familiar with—and experienced in—
assisting HIV-positive travelers. As always, plan your dream vaca-
tions as far in advance as possible, discuss your medical situation
with your doctor and travel agent, and allow all of your profession-
als to help you plan for and enjoy to the maximum, your vacation
time.

From the sunny shores of California-like Houston, I say bon
voyage until next time, v

Sandra Wilkins, a travel professional for 17 years, specializes i
arranging travel for the gay and lesbian community. Contact ber by
phone at 713/526-4471.
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Our Qelationships

During the Pride season, we like to return to the legal basics and spread .ﬁbe
word about all we can do to clarify and protect ourselves and our relation-
ships. Many types of legal problems can be xo!ve_d just by using a little
advance planning. There never was a more appropriate use of the old adage,
“An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure,” than in the legal arena.
By executing certain documents or even obtaining court decrees, we can
document our agreements and safeguard our families. Let's take a bricf look

at some of our methods of protection.

ho needs a will?

Everyone needs a will. If you die without a will, your
property is distributed according to the laws of the state
in which youlive. If you are single, this usually means that
it all goes to your children, your parents, and/or your
next of kin. A will gives you the opportunity to say exactly

j_;W""“ is a power of attorney?

who is to get your property when you are gone. [r_} aTexas
will you can designate an executor who may act indepen-
dently from the court’s control. This factor alone can save
surviving friends and family thousands of dollars in legal
expenses in taking care of your affairs.

A power of attorney is an authorization for anothe_ﬂ‘
person to act on your behalf. Powers of attorney come in
two flavors: general and special. The general power r.af
attorney gives a person the ability to act for you in

virtually all situations. A special power of attorney gives
someone the ability to act on your behalf in a specific
situation or for a limited purpose.

s zwhat is a health care power of attorney?

[

Health care powers of attorney are special powers of

attorney giving another person the power to make deci-

sions for you in a medical emergency and when youare
incompetent. They alsoenable that person tovisit you in

the hospital as if they were your next of kin. This becomes
patticularlyimportant if you are inintensive care or under
restricted visitation orders.
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Do powers of attorney really work?

Nothing is ever guaranteed when you
are dealing with banks, the federal govern-
ment, or with other entities who may have
their own required forms. A power of at-
torney is a very inexpensive emergency
document that will work in most situa-
tions. One thing is sure, without a power of
attorney, you have very little chance of
having someone act for you in an emer-
gency. Also, a court-appointed guardian
can override either a general or a health
care power of attorney. If you are con-
cerned that a family member will seck ap-
pointment as your guardian from a courtin
order to wrestle away control from your
designated agent, then sign a designation
of guardian to make your wishes known
about your choice for your legal guardian.

Do I need a directive to physicians
or a living will? :
Texas is one of a growing number of
states which gives terminally ill persons the
right to refuse the use of mechanical life
support systems to prolong theirlives, This
is not a euthanasia law. You must make
your desires known to your physician be-
fore it becomes necessary to employ life
support systems. The best way to do this is
to execute a directive to physicians and
give a copy of it to your dactor.
»

Who has the right to make my
funeral arrangements?

You do. If you don’t do it before you
die, then that right passes to the person you
designate in a document called an appoint-
ment of agent to control disposition of
remains. If you do not sign one of those,
then your next of kin has the absolute right
to decide what happens to your body.

Are cohabitation agreements nec-
essary?

Even if you think you are going to live
together till death do you part, it is still a
good idea to make an agreement as to your
rights and responsibilities to each other
and putitin writing. The law provideslittle
protection otherwise. If you live together
happily ever after, you have the satisfaction
of knowing where you stand with that spe-
cial loved one. If you go the way of the
unfortunate, however, you have a basis
from which to start dividing all that accu-
mulated wealth. This document is espe-
cially important if real estate is part of your
portfolio. Oral agreements about real es-
tate are not valid in Texas. '

What if we are raising children to-
gether?

There are many things that you need
to consider, such as emergency health care
for the kids, planning for the death of one
parent, co-parenting rights and responsi-
bilities, and safeguards from outside intet-
ference. You may even choose to obtain
court decrees to strengthen your special
family ties.

This is just a brief overview of some of
the protection which we recommend for
our community. We will take an in-depth
look into each one of these topics and their
importance for us at several upcoming free
seminars. Two talks will be included in the
speakers portion of Spectrum '95, which
will be held at the Astroarena on Sunday,
June 18, 1995. We will also join Julie LaRue
and Mitchell Katine for “Legal and Finan-
cial Planning for People with Life: Threat-
ening Illness” on Thursday, June 22, 1995,
at 6:30 pm. For additional information
about either of these opportunities to learn
more about document planning, just call
522-4282, extension 10. Have a fun and
safe Pride! b4

Connie Maore is a partner at Moore & Hunt, a
lesbian/feminist law firm based in Houston. Since
graduating from the University of Houston Law
Center, Connie bas pursued the area of human
rights law with an emphasis on lesbian and gay
rights. Under Connie’s guidance, Moore & Hunt
is & part of the cooperating attorney network of
the Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund,
In addition to feminist, lesbian, and gay issues,
the firm concentrates in family law, contract
negotiations and disputes, corporation and small
business formations, wills, estate planning and
probate matters, For more information regarding
this article, call 522-4282,

)

FOR SALE

410 AVONDALE I
Big, Old, Wonderful 3-Story
Dutch Colonial 5209,000

Charles Krenzler
862-2692 B68-4656

PROPERTIES

ﬁ

Christine L. Cordell
&
Sheila R. Haley

are pleased to announce the
expansion and relocation
of their law practice,

Cordell & Haley, L.L.P.

Attorneys at Law
to
1712 Fairview * Suite One
Houston, TX 77006
(713) 522-2488

Not certifled by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

r—-———-——-_-1

BOX BOY
MOVING

Apartments / Homes / Offices
Local / Long Distance

Piano & Antique
Specialist

A Move Fit For A Queen

Gay Owned & Operated
12 Yrs Exp.

713- 530-7822

PRIZM °12%°
CLEANERS

“Clean out your closet”

Dry Cleaned
& Pressed
) Each prepaid {
includes pleats & silks ME,."L’?}ET&Z’;
NO LIMIT B gl

I
|
|
i
I
I
|
I
I
l
I
I
I
I
I
1

MEN'S SHIRTS 89¢
LAUNDERED  pyrpvay

J 1] 2631 Revere at Westheimer
i E Between
v Kirby & Shepherd

521-1764 7a7mm |

EL]

z
=

=
=
=
-

|

I

I

I

I

Any Garmet ¢ I
I

99 |
|

I

I

|

I

|

WESTIDMER

L——__--__--n;J

June 15, 1995 ¥ OutSmart 61



AaBbCCDdEeFngHhIiJijLleNn

COMMURICATIONS
lol:

UUDERSTAUDIUG
THE BASICS,
IAMMAGO STYLE

hen couples enter my office for lhlf: first time, they

almost always identify “communication” as one of the

major issues that they wish to address. The others wiﬂ

state that their communication is not an issue, genc?r'allly leavc} t §
first session questioning their communication abilities. In fact,
most of us, if left to our unconscious style, communicate very
poorly. Although there are many factors ?'h.lch conlri!:)u.tt: t?{

relationship conflicts and breakdown (see Understanding an
Transforming Conflict,” OutSmart, May/June 1995.31 FFSOILE'IEH
cannot truly occur without well-developed communication skills.
This article will focus on some of the underlying factors o_f comn_ml;

nication breakdown as well as offering a tcn?l of correction whic
the IMAGO model calls the “intentional dialog.” ot
It would probably be helpful to briefly review some 1?{.;115
presented in previous articles which address the functioning ol the
brain. First and foremost, it is important to remember that the
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by Patrick J. Vachon

unconscious agenda of what the IMAGO model calls the “Qld _
Brain” is survival. Its primary objective is to keep us safe an_d agve.
If our physical, emotional, or iptcllcclual sa[c‘ty is pCljr:t;l\-‘ﬁ asé -
being threatened, the Old Brain r.cs_ponc!s w.uh SOE,“% orm 0
defense. This nsually results in reactivity f_'s:_'a‘latu_m and L,ommmil;—
cation breakdown as the Old Brain survival instinct Ulver{'rdes the
New Brain responses which include verbal mmmbmlcauon,fT;e-
brain will do what is necessary to secure the ‘hod}r s safety, If t el
body s threatened, it will rcspn_mml‘l with an appmpr‘t-ite reslaor}fit: le{
fight, flight, freezing, or suhmlsslml.l If the unconscious perceives]
a threat of any kind, it will defend |1slc:ll'. often by altc-mpnln‘g Iol
change our partners mind or re-entorcing our position [;ln nE Is:%un;:._:
If we are successful in changing someone else’s mind, thet r-:-.?t is
removed from us and de-escalation occurs; }?owcxr_cr, ll‘lksl haso [f:n
resulted in a submission of the other person’s reality, which causes

a converse-perceived threat. The key here is to provide a space
where both realities can be held simultaneously with complete
safety.

Another underlying factor that complicates communication is
an unconscious need for connection, If another person has a
different perception than our own, we are confronted with out
separateness. In a desperate attempt to re-connect (have a shared
petception), we will often try to change someone else’s reality. This
again is often perceived as an attack and is met with defense, which
causes further division rather than connection, Our inherent need
for connection is thus met head-on with the Old Brain directive to
keep us safe and secure even if separation is the result. Individuals
will often state that to give up their belief about something feels as
if a part of them is dying. To the unconscious mind that is exactly
what is occurring.

The main goal of the Intentional Dialog is to allow couples to
realize and be able to hold two or more different realities simulta-
neously. The desired outcome is then to retrain the brain to realize
that an opposing reality is not life threatening and thus does not
require life-sustaining measures,

In summary then, most of what we call communication
breakdown is an unconscious attempt to keep the body safe and
alive. The Intentional Dialog is a process which allows for what I
call “Reactivity Override.” What this means is that we short-circuit
the Old Brain response to be defensive and replace it with a
conscious attempt to understand and hold another reality while
not forfeiting our own.

As stated earlier, most of us do not communicate well at all,
When in a dialog with another, we often become defensive, finish
sentences, interrupt others, give opinions, judge, give advice,
criticize, or try to fix the problems. In doing any of these things, we
have essentially quit listening and thus ended true communication.
I like to define true communication as “speaking until you feel
heard and listening until you understand.”

The Intentional Dialog process requires two participants, a
Sender and a Receiver, and is divided into three parts—Mirroring,
Validation, and Empathy.

Because this process appears to be time consuming, I am often
asked when it should be used. Although this process would be
beneficial to use all the time, it is most important that Intentional
Dialog should be used whenever a breakdown occurs when' dis-
cussing sensitive issues or any time you feel the need to be listened
to and understood. b

The role of the Sender is to deliver information which will be
mirrored back by the Receiver, The role of the Receiver is to mirror
back the delivered information without interruption, without
interpretation, and without alteration of content. In short this
means “don’t add, don’t subtract, and don’t interpret,” Also do
not ask or answer questions.

The first step in the Intentional Dialog is to ask for an
appointment and can besimply stated as such: “There is something
I need to dialog. Is now a good time?” The appointment request
serves as notice to the Receiver that something important is to
follow which requires their full attention. Many couples fail to
incorporate this step which often “blind-sides” the other, causing
immediate reactivity. I also encourage clients to use good judg-
ment and sensitivity when requesting a dialog. To ask for a dialog
while driving down the freeway or while one person is working is
not generally a good idea and can sabotage the process as the
altention required is often distracted. In addition I suggest that
dialog be done face to face rather than via telephone, although this
is not always possible. Turning off televisions and other distrac-

QUOTE OF THE MONTH:
1 SOUGHT MYSELF BUT MYSELF I COULD NOT SEE,
1 SOUGHT MY GOD AND MY GOD ELUDED ME,

I SOUGHT MY BROTHER AND FOUND ALL THREE.
—ithor unknown

Sandra Nicholas
Guiding You on Your Journey...

Through the experienced and skillful use of ancient mystic arts
and current mind/body technology, Sandra assists you in

discovering the answers you seek and in transforming your life.

“My greatest delight is in helping my clients find their
spiritual path within the very human challenges that appear
to be blocking them. The diamond is always there.
Sometimes we just need help finding it.”

3 PS.YCL“.‘; Reﬂdings . Fens ShuifHouse Harmony

Y Life P“"PDSE RE""““B . Spiri+ua| and Tntuitive Training
* Past Life Regressions s A Course in Miracles
* Spiritual and Jntiitive Guidance
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Hohstou--Cﬁnib‘g] Research Network (HCRN)

is enrelling HIV+ persons in a study of a potential

|-

_;_a_mﬁvi'rai called:
Nevirapine
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T ddlor ddC e
- -0r-
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Communication

Continued from previous page

tions is also a good idea.

Once the time and place has been secured, the Sender begins
the process by making a statement of concern. It is general]y best
for the Sender to keep the statements short and as precise as
possible, at least initially. When the Sender completes the state-
ment, the Receiver mitrors back the statement as accurately as
possible. The Receiver responds with thesentencestem, “So,if 'm
hearing you correctly” or “So, what you are saying is” and then
mirrors back the statement. It is not necessary to get the words
exactly; however, an attempt should be made to paraph rase accu-
rately. Also, it is not necessary that you agree with what is being
said, only that you mirror accurately.

In addition to the mirroring of content, the Receiver will be
attempting to mirror back effect as well. This would include any
variations in tempo, volume, or hand movements which would add
to an accurate mirror. What is being attempted is to do what a
visual and auditory mirror would do, that being a direct reflection
of what has been stated. It is important to remember that the
Receiver not respond in any way, not even if the Sender requests.
For example, if the Sender asks, “Don’t you remember when you
did that?,” the Receiver would simply mirror by saying, “So, you
want to know if I remember when I did that,” without answering
the question. When the Receiver finishes the mirror, he or she will
check for accuracy by asking, “Did I get that right?” The Scn_der
responds by saying yes (if they did) or by making a statement like,
“You got most of it, but what I want you to hear is,” and then
restates the missing part. The Receiver then mirrors back th.c
restated message until the Sender feels heard. Once the message is
received and verified, the Receiver asks, “Is there more?” The
Sender then sends more of the message and continues the process
until she or he feels completely heard. When the Sender is com-
pletely finished, the Receiver then initiates the second part of the
Intentional Dialog, which is Validation.

What the Receiver is attempting to do in the Validation phase
is to put aside their own reality for a short time and attempt to view
the situation or perspective of the other person. Again, this does
not mean that anyone has to surrender their own reality.

Imagine that you and your partner both have mmcurde_rs a.nd
are both filming the same event. However, one of you is filming
from avantage point much different (i.e., higher or lower) than the
other. When the event is over, you begin to discuss your perspec-
tive and realize that each of you has seen different aspects of the
same event. To help you understand the other person’s perspec-
tive, you decide to watch each other’s video. Upon doing so, you
are able to sce the reality of the other person and subsequently
validate their reality and perception while maintaining your own.

Actually, cach one of us begins life with our own unique video
camera in tow. We experience life, filing cach encounter, interac-
tion, and person on film. As adults, we then perceive current events
and interactions with 2 historical bias. Our perceptions are skewed
by our wounds as well as our joys of the past. Cenflicts often oceur
as aresult of our partners not understanding “where we are coming
from.” Theintent of the Intentional Dialog and Validation process
is to understand the other reality and communicate our under-
standing to our partner. _

Once the Mirroring is complete, the Receiver validates the
Sender by stating, “What you are saying makes sense to me
because,” and then tells the Sender what aspects of what they have
heard make sense. Once again, it is important to remember that

E
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agreement is not necessary. The intention is to acknowledge that
there are two different realities which are both true and correct
based on the individual perceptions.

The final part of the Intentional Dialog is Empathy. Similar to
validation, this component attempts to facilitate the Receiver in
extending themselves into the emotional reality of the other, based
on the previous Mirroring and Validation, In this stage, the
Receiver tries to imagine what it might be like to be experiencing
the reality of the other. What is being attempted is to re-connect
the two individuals, this time from an emotional point. After
validating the other person’s reality from a content perspective,
they would continue the Empathy by stating, “And if you saw it
that way, I would imagine that it might make you feel,” and then
attempts to imagine the possible emotional responses of the other,
such as scared, angry, hurt, sad, or abandoned.

Once complete, the Receiver will then check out with the
Sender if he or she feels heard by asking something like, “Did I get
all that?,” “Do you feel like I gotit all?,” or “Is there anything that
you would add?” The Sender would then respond with a final
“Yes” or add anything else to complete the interaction. The
Intentional Dialog provides the necessary safety mechanisms for
the Sender to speak until they feel heard, and the Receiver to keep
asking for more which allows for a clearer picture to be painted.

One couple I was seecing had a seemingly unending conflict
around public displays of affection. Jerry could not understand
why Richard wouldn't allow him to put his arm around him in a
relatively dark movie theater. Richard would always get angty, pull
away, and lean the other way. Their normal conversation would
end in conflict and impasse, where each thought the other was
overreacting. Both people were willing to try a different approach

and use the Intentional Dialog. The interaction went something
like this.

» Richard: Jerry, every time we go to the movies, as soon as the
lights go out you put your arm around me, and that makes me
uncomfortable,

Jerry (mirroring): So, what you are saying is, when we go to the
movies and I put my arm around you, you get uncomfortable. Did
I get that right?

You got most of it, but what I want you to heat is that you do
it every time! And immediately when the lights go out.

(Mirroring) So, what you are saying is that I do it every time!
AndIdoitimmediately when the lights go out. Did I get that right?

Exactly right!

Is there more?

Yes, well, I'm scared that someone from work will see me,
And if they do, I’ll have to deal with all that crap.

(Mirroring) So, what you are saying is that you are afraid
someone from work might see you, and that if they do, you will
have to deal with a bunch of crap at work. Did I get that right?

Yes.

[s there more about that?

Yes. Ifanyone from wotk finds out that I'm gay, the word will
spread to my boss, my sister-in-law (who wotks there also), and
possibly to my parents. I could lose my job, my seniority, my
income, and maybe even my family. Pm not ready to risk all of
that.

(Mirroring) So, what you are saying is that if you are identified
as being gay, people at work will find out, maybe even your family,
and that could result in you losing your job security, your income,
and maybe even your family. Oh yeah, and you are not ready to risk
all of that. Did T get that right?

Continued on page 79
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WIGSTOCK: THE MOVIE

A CELEBRATION OF LIFE, LIBERTY,
AND THE PURSUIT OF BIG HAIR'

Top photo: Misstress Formika
(right) poses with another drag
quesn.

Bottom photo: L-R: Director Barry
Shils poses with David Schweizer,
|ackie Beat and Alexis Arquette
during the filming.

reedom comes in a vari-
ety of guises—and the
look of the 1990s in

America will mean sporting se-
rious hair, a sensational frock
and working a pair of size 14
heels. It took a popular New
York Festival called Wigstock
tobring drag out of the dark and into thelight of day. Now, Wigstock:
The Mavie throws it onto the big screen in a vibrant film that is a
musical celebration of life, love, and lipstick.

The art of drag has reached a zenith in terms of being part of
American culture. Despite its current vogue status, drag has never
really gone out of style. Practically relegated to being just a campy
sub-culture hidden in out-of-the-way bars or exploited on afternoon
talk shows, drag has emerged as the media darling of the post-
modetn generation, Embraced with a renewedfervor by | Ioﬂywqod,
Wigstock: The Movie presents the “real thing,” relatively speaking.
It's the Super Bowl of drag.

Launched in 1984, Wigstock has turned from a gathering of
friends and hipsters of the underground club scene into one of New
York’s most popular and outrageous events. The “Lady” Bunny,
creator and reigning diva, has emceed every festival over the last
decade—an all-day affair that has been described as Woodstack
without the bad hair,

Traditionally held Labor Day weekend in downtown Manhat-
tan, the festival now attracts an audience from beyond it loyal Village
neighborhood and the gay community. Artists, their fans and the
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cutious from around the world make the
pilgrimage every summer in a quest to be
tabulous. Its first incarnations took place
in Tompkins Square Park, growing in size
and production values with the 1994 edi-
tion boasting an all-star roster of talent and
a record-breaking 30,000 people in atten-
dance.

Fitst captured on film by late video
artist Tom Rubnitz in 1986 as a 20-minute
short—portions of which comprise the title
sequence of the feature film—director
Barry Shils says he wanted to fully capture
the true spirit of the event and present it to
the rest of an unsuspecting wotld. Two
separate Wigstocks were documented on
film: the 1993 edition at its original
Tompkins Square Park home and the 1994
festival at the Christopher Street Piers,
where Wigstock was moved in order to
accommodate a larger audience and show.

Shils places the
cameraintothevery
roots of this
tangled, teased-up,
high-gloss festival
for a unique per-
spective through a
variety of camera
positions around

b |
recommend
that every-
one within
the sound of
my voice
shouldgo
out and get

We're Off to See the Wizard of Dorothy
and Toto fame, and the recent dance hit
by Crystal Waters, 100% Pure Love.
RuPaul, consummate drag diva, performs
three of her songs—A Shade Shady (Now
Prance), House of Love, and Free ro Be.
Like the event, Wigstock: The Movie

is about fun and style. Most importantly,
the film captures a celebration of uninhib-
ited imagination. Even more, it is a rare
cinematic effort to capture a true grass roots
movement. It is a call to personal freedom
and a chance to embrace a basic fundamen-
tal right—to have fun and respect oneself.

b

a wig, a pair
of high
heels,
pantyhose if
you will, and
strut your
stuff, girl-
friend.”
—RuPaul

and abovethestage.
Going behind-the-
scenes on a expedi-
tion of sorts, the
film captures rarely
seen preparations
of the dragstarsand
their arduous re-
hearsals which cul-
minate in a variety

of dazzling perfor-
mances. In essence, the film is a journey
underneath the make-up and glamour to
reveal and display some unique talents.

Wigsiock: The Movie features such
prominent pop culture figures and drag
icons as “Supermodel of the World”
RuPaul, the musical group Deee lite, dance
music recording star Crystal Waters, Los
Angeles-based actors/drag performers
Alexis Arquette (a.k.a. Eva Destruction)
and Jackie Beat, and such legendary divas
as Lypsinka, Misstress Formika, Joey Arias,
and, of course, “Lady” Bunnyherself. There
is also “a cast of thousands and all in wigs”
tocompletethis outrageous ensemble, Even
the audience is dressed up and ready to
show.

The movie is also full of festive music
such as Age of Aguarius from the Broad-
way show Hair, Too Darn Hot by Cole
Porter from the musical Kiss Me Kate,
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Part III
The Challenge
of Commitment

The Dilemma:

Jane and Margaret met each other last year at a workshop on
dating (of course!). They have been dating each other for a while
now—almost a year—and they just recently had their first major
conversation about commitment. Both have been in “committed
relationships™ before, but they decided they have much to learn
about what commitment means before they “tie the knot again.”

Jane tells Margaret about her first commitment to her college
roommate back in 1973. Jane was 20 years old and struggling with
her sexuality. The commitment lasted for seven months until the
roommate started dating Jane's last boyfriend. Since then, Jane has
had three other committed relationships, the longcsl lasting seven
years.

Jane chuckles as she relates that her former roommate and still
best friend recently celebrated her 18th anniversary with Bridget.
Margaret pensively recalls that her “first committed relationship”
was also her first romantic involvement with a woman. Margaret’s
nine-year marriage to Bill ended in an amicable divorce five years
ago. Three years ago, while doing volunteer work at the Center for
Women, she met Lois and fell in love for the first

partner as significant to your well-being and are comfortable with
that fact. In healthy commitment, there is no denial or loss of either
person’s individuality. At the same time, commitment almost
always means you'll let go of a focus on some aspects of yourselfin
favor of a focus on the relationship. Commitment as a decision to
bond is also a decision to make the protection and preservation of
that bond a highest priority.

Commitment is an active process that requires partners to
challenge each otherto grow at times, understanding that there will
be rough times and difficult forces to deal with along with the joys
and achievements of a loving relationship. Part of commitment is
also acceptance of things that don’t change, such as each other’s
habits and shortcomings that may be bothersome, but are not
intolerable or destructive.

The ability to make healthy commitment presupposes the
wisdom to choose a partner with whom sustaining such a commit-
ment is realistically possible. That is why it is so important to take
time to rea]ly get to know your romantic partner before you make

commitment. Remember, passion and “in love”

time. Margaret and Lois moved in together in
August after knowing each other for three glorious
months, Their commitment ceremony (a lovely
gathering with just a few close friends) was in
October, and by March Margaret was in the midst
of her second divorce. Since then, Margaret has
been busy exploring dating.

Solution: the Slow Dance of Commitment

Commitment is a cornerstone of a stable ro-
mantic relationship. It is a loving, living bond that
exists between people who care deeply about each
other. Commitment requires acceptance, without
denial or resistance, that the other person is impor-
tant in your life. It means that you experience your

by
Joyce M. Gayles, Ph.D.

feelings are not enough to sustain relationship. By
going slowly, true intimacy is developed. Also,
since life has its ups and downs, moving slowly
allows you to experience some difficult times
together. Going through adversity with the other
person will show you the quality of support your
partner can provide and how well you work
together,

In the process of making a commitment, it is
important that both of you are working toward
: malcing the same type of commitment. The deci-
| sion to have a “committed relationship” should
" not be rushed, and it is obviously better if both of
you share similar ideas about it. When you find
yourself at the point of readiness for commitment,
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brief couple’s work with an experienced
therapist might be helpful preparation.
There you can share feelings about what
you want and need from your relationship
and what you want out of life. Your discus-
sion should bring into the open each of
your needs, wishes, and goals for yourself
and for the relationship. By talking in this
way, you will become aware of the ideals
and goals you share. You will also become
aware of your differences and the areas of
relating that will be challenging to you.

Solution: Working on
Your Commitment

Commitment can be divided into two
types: formal and process. Formal commit-
ments are those you make when you take
vows, sign contracts, or make promises.
Process commitments are the day-to-day
instances of re-dedicating yourself to the
relationship. Process commitment is dem-
onstrated in several ways:

Timecommitment forexample: There
are 168 hours in a week. People spend an
average45 hours working, 50+ hours sleep-
ing, 10+ commuting, 20+ eating/“doing
things around the house.” How much of
your 168-hour week are you willing to
devote to a partner and nurturing your
relationship?

The issue of sexual exclusivity is an-
other obvious facet of commitment, While
most people equate sexual exclusivity with
cdmmitment, some people, no matter how
much they love are not sexually exclusive
intheirlong-term relationships. Therefore,
it is important that you and your partner
share similar ideas about sexuality and
sexual expression. Whatever choices and
decisions you make will have consequences.
Whether you are one of those who is in-
clined to exclusivity or one of those who is
not, it is important to be honest about your
feelings, preferences, and actions, Don’t lie
to yourself, and don't lie to each other.

Commitment to your agreements is
an important day-to-day demonstration of
your devotion to your relationship. Do you
honor your end of agreements in such
matters as household chores, financial re-
sponsibility, co-parenting, etc?

Long-term commitment is demon-
strated by your willingness to share joys
and wotk out difficulties together over
time, by your willingness to establish and
pursue goals together, and by your ac-
knowledgment to the world that this is
your main woman or man.

Solution: Knowing When to End
Commitment should never be an ab-

solute. Blind commitment or the “press
on, regardless” school of relationships is
source of much misery in the world. At the
opposite extreme is the “any reason” justi-
fication for exiting a relationship. Dissatis-
fied with your sex life? Find another part-
ner. Feeling like your lover is holding you
back? It's time to hit the road, Jack. Not
feeling understood? Surely, there’s some-
one else out there who will be glued to your
every word. For most of you, however,
good judgment suggests a middle ground.
Certainly, there are circumstances where
the decision to end a commitment is a valid
and mature response. Anna and Robin are
a good example.

Anna is 24 years old, and Robin is 39.
Anna saw in Robin a maturity she had
never experienced before combined with a
joy about life that matched her own. Look-
ing at Anna, Robin saw a similar zest for life
and was thrilled with Anna’s appreciation
of her maturity. They began dating and
were ecstatically happy for a while. Time
passed, and friction slowly and subty de-
veloped between them. Play and the free-
dom to explore became more and more
important to Anna, while Robin became
aware that shewanted the stability of a firm
commitment. Anna and Robin loved each
other deeply, but came to see how different
were their stages of development and con-
sequently their deeper wants and needs.
They felt compelled to part, but under-
stood that their relationship was not a fail-
ure. Each of them gave the other something
nourishing, and each had grown.

No one can draw the line for you
about ending your commitment. However,
JackBarranger, in his book, Knowsing When
to Quat, suggestsa few questions toex plore
when you are considering quitting:

How do you really feel? It is impor-
tant to discover how you really feel about
your commitment to the relationship, At
times you may find it difficult to separate
your own feelings from the feelings of your
partner or the opinions of your friends,
family, and the community.

Are your expectations realistic? Ex-
pectations can run rampant in relation-
ships. The media portray relationships so
unrealistically that no one is unaffected. A
good question to ask yourself in a relation-
ship is, “Is what bothers me about my
partner something I would have only with
this partner?”

What will you gain from ending this
commitment? When most people think
about quitting, they focus only on the loss
aspect. It’s a good idea to think about as
many specific gains as possible to provide

the necessary balance for making your de-
cision.

Is there any light at the end of the
tunnel? This is #he question. As long as you
have hope, there are other alternatives to
consider. However, once you realize that
“the tunnel simply goes on and on,” ending
your commitment is a healthy response.

The Dance of Commitment Is All
About Change

The decision to commit is the decision
tosharelife’s journey with someone. Just as
each person evolves through stages of de-
velopment, so do relationships. The ability
to achieve healthy commitment paradoxi-
cally lies in your ability to handle change.
Couples who are able to ally with and
support each other's dreams and aspira-
tions, joys and pains have the best chance
that their relationship will be a lasting one.

v
References:
J. Barranger, Knowing When to Quit. San
Luis Obispo, CA: Impact Publishers, 1988.

Joyce M. Gayles, Ph.D., isa clinical psycholo-
gist specializing in life transition and growth
issues. She also facilitates a popular seminar
on dating. For information, contact her at
713/667-6047.
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Living With A Life-Threatening Iliness:

HOW TO
TARE
FINANCIAL

CONTROL

Part 3

aking financial control when living with
I a life-threatening illness means two
things: 1) start planning as soon as i
possible after being diagnosed and 2) get pro-
fessional help from attorneys, case managers,
the Social Security Administration, financial
planners, accountants, and anyone else who is
prafessionally qualified to help in this area. By
starting as soon as possible, with professional
advisors, dramatic differences can be seen in the
asset planning stage, the second stage of ten in our
planning process. The two biggest assets for someone

e,

living with a life-threatening illness, next to health i

insurance, are his/her life insurance policies and retire- i

ment plans. f
Life insurance provides several different avenues ;fii

for receiving the benefit while an insured is still living.
One way to receive this is through accelerating the
death benefit. This is known as “living benefits,” which differs
from viatication in that a pre-death settlement is made between the
insurance company which issued the policy and the person who is
insured under the policy. Some insurance companies will pay an
accelerated benefit on a policy if the insured can show that he/she
has less than six months to live due to a terminal illness. Other
companies, however, will pay a benefit if the insured is expected to
live less than 12 months. These options vary depending g
on the insurance company, but many times the benefit |
will be greater than when viaticating a policy.
Viaticating your policy is another way to get money
from your life insurance policy. This involves selling
your policy to a third party for immediate cash. The
company you sell to is called a viatical settlement
company. In this scenario, policies are purchased for 50
percent to 80 percent of the face value. The percentage
of the face amount of the policy a company will pay is
based on the insured’s life expectancy. Generally, a
viatical settlement company is looking for a life expect-

past two years but with substantial discounts.
Sometimes people will sell only a portion of their
policy. Once your policy is sold, the insured
and beneficiaries have no rights to the policy if
the entire policy is sold. Term, permanent,
and group life insurance policies may all be
viaticated, but individual contractual clauses
should be reviewed prior to trying to viaticate
your policy. Advisors helping clients viaticate
their group term life insurance have found
these policies to have many different variables
and sometimes can take many months to viaticate.
Taving time on your side with viaticating can be a
significant benefit to you,

Both viatical settlements and accelerated
benefits are subject to federal income tax as
ordinary income. There are regulations pend-

ing with the IRS to make accelerated benefits and
viatical settlements free from federal income tax.

Another way to get money from your life insurance is to use

your policy as collateral for a private loan. The first place to .

consider this is with the beneficiary of your policy since they will
ultimately reccive the proceeds from your policy. You may also
considera friend or relative who could make a loan to you, and you
could then make them an irrevocable beneficiary of the policy.
Borrowingfrom a permanentlifeinsurance policy
can be a way to get cash out of your policy. This would
| only be an option if the policy has been in place long
enough to build up some cash value. Newer policies
| (1.5 yearsold) generally have not had time tobuild up
a large enough cash value to borrow against unless a
large lump sum premium payment was made.
Many people purchase a disability waiver of
premium on their permanent policies. This generally
says that if a person becomes unable to work, the
insurance company will continue to pay their premi-
ums. This can be a source of cash, because as the life

ancy of two years or less. Some companies will extend By Julie LaRue, LUTCF insurance company is paying premiums, the cash
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value is continuing to build and dividends are being paid if it is a
dividend-paying policy. Loans and withdrawals can then be taken
against the cash value once it has accumulated,

Retirement plans—the other big asset—are referred to in the
financial world as qualified plans. Qualified plans are regulated by
the IRS and have certain rules and regulations that must be
followed. Many of you have retirement plans through your employ-
ers, sometimes called 401(k) plans, 403(b) plans, etc. These plans
allow you to make contributions before tax. This helps to reduce
taxable income and allows the earnings and growth on that money
to be tax-deferred. This means you don’t have to pay tax until the
money is withdrawn after age 59 1/2. But if any money is taken out
before age 59 1/2, you have to pay a 10-percent excise tax and treat
the amount withdrawn as ordinary income. However, the 10-
petcent excise tax may be waived in the case of afinancial hardship
such as disability. In other words, we could be putting additional
dollars into your retirement plan (with the company possibly
having a match in contribution) and create a larger sum of money
to use for additional income at a later date. Remember though, this
plan would reduce your taxable income and, therefore, possibly
decrease future Social Security Disability Insurance benefits. This
type of planning should be coordinated with the appropriate
advisors,

In summary, life insurance can be your biggest asset—next to
your health insurance—so be sure to consider all your options
before viaticating your policy or accelerating your death benefit.
Similarly, retirement or qualified plans allow options for additional
income, especially through the use of the financial hardships
provisions.

These ideas all require considerable planning, with the help of
professional advisors to maximize your options. Next month we’ll
discuss liability management and some ideas on how to handle
credit options. v

2

Julie LaRue, LUTCF, is a financial adviser with The Acacia Group, Her
practice includes financiol planning for people facing a life-threatening
tllness. She is a Registered Representative and Investment Advisory Associ-
ate with The Advisors Group, Inc., the registered broker-dealer and invest-
ment advisor of The Acacia Group. Information is general in nature. Be sure
g; ;a;r;‘gg an attorney for specific legal advice. Julie can be reached at 713/
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THE WORLD

After much turmoil and great peni-
ods of stress, & vibration of ease settles
over the country. | see a meeting of
minds—nota partnership, but an agree-
ment. Though this agreement may fake
a long time to actualize, it shall be the
beginning of a temporary peace. The
prevailing sickness of some countries in
our world will cease, even if only for a
period, and a reconciling of differences
shall occur, This will not be permanent.

|obs and the economic status ofthe
country will begin a slow turm upward.
Once more the U.S. will be saved from
disaster; at least until next time.

| feel as though the Gpds and God-
desses of mankind are at peace and -
have smiled upon their children. So
should the world reflect this gift. In life
we are given chances to.change the
world, What we do or do not do to aid
the better good is totally our own
choosing. Leamn to tap dance along with
the rhythm of life, and all wall soar with
the flight of the eagle. Peace and blessed
be.

ADRIES (3/21-4/19)

Doing the right thing can some-
times be hard. It seems now as though
all the pleasure you'we worked for is
strangely bittersweet. In life we must
learn to conform to reality and live
within the boundaries of our own time
and space. Once we start to develop
our inner selves, our minds will open and new awareness
will form.

As you move away from your past difficulties, life will
change. Sacrifice that must occur on your way to Spirt will
be more noticeable. You could find yourself sitting in church
a lot mare, listening to the music and being filled with the
essence of Spirit,

FUTURE
OUTLOOK

surrounding you. The key here is self-
control, which is the understanding of
Temperance. Respect the alchemical
that draws opposites together. if you
can't control yourself, then truly, what
can you control? The challenge of life,
Taurus, is UpON you Now.

GEMINI (5/21-6/20)

Welcome, Geminil Your life is
unfolding quite pleasantly on your way
down the Yellow Brick Road to find
the Land of Oz But before Oz can be
found, some decisions need to be
made. Pay more attention to structure.
Set solid goals, During this time there is

perhaps manifesting itself in an unex-
pected windfall from a previous invest-
ment.

They say all good things come to
those who wait. But this time the
universe waits for you to at last make
the decision which holds the key to
your future. You may actually be com-
ing to your senses, Gemini, either in
terms of your career, romance, or the
city where you choose to live. Once
that decision is made, off you'll fiy to
start the cycle all over again.

CANCER
(6/21-1/22)

Starting new situations and be-
coming fully independent can, at times,
bea struggle. The cards show a scatter-
ing of energy leading to a dissipation of ideas. You may be
asking yourself, "What can | do to feel more alivel” or
"How are we going to manifest all these ideas?"

The mist of change can often obscure the light at the
end of the tunnel. Relax. Take a breather. What's the
paint of crying over spilled milk? You need a little attitude
adjustment. How you go about this is fully up to you, but

Single Aries, independent and free, should dance the
rhythm of romance. Offers of love, flowers, and fattening
little chocolates could find theirway to you. Foratime, if you

BY JOSEPH MOLINA

that is something that needs attention, and soon.
You could natice a pronounced sense of tension,
perhaps manifesting as headaches or neck problems.

let it, life will seem to better itself. Relief is yours—for a
moment.

All will come, and all could be taken away. This is totally dependent upon
you. They say an old dogcan't leam new tricks. Of course he can, but first he
rmust be willing 1o say goodbye to the old tricks.

TAURLUS (4/20-5/20)

Situations inlife, whetherthey be pronounced ormild, inherently call for—
no, they demand—equanimity. For Taurus there is a need to stabilize your
emotions. Perhaps you feel asthough you've worked hard enough and deserve
more. Maybe you're not getting the recognition needed by you at thistime, Of
course, we know that normally this would not be a problem for Taurus. Even
though you rmay insist that recognition or pats on the back truly don't mean
anything, yaur child within is crying out for stroking.

Learning the lesson of Temperance—foliowing the middle path—can be
the most difficult of life’s lessons. Mot taking sides or leaning toward one
direction or the other may seem to require superhuman strength at times.
Intermingled in this lesson is the trying experience of patience. Success foryou
is not far away. VWhat is one year in the span of BO? Stressing over it will only
make the time seem longer,

You need to be careful of giving in to those weaknesses that are currently

Onice this feeling of powerlessness goes away, so will your headaches. You
have the sward of victory at your side, and it's making its way into the Cup.
This will create many new opportunities for you which lead to a happier,
peaceful life. Choosing six of these opportunities will lead you nowhere, so
don't be greedy. One ortwo opportunities are sufficient to give you the waorld.

LEO (4/23-8/22)

Hello, Leo, and welcome to the word of interior design. Or how about
Nifftee's cleaning servicel Your house is in need of a cleaning. Passibly the
energy within your space has grown slightly heavy and needs a good wave of
the majick fairy wand-—a good ol smudge stick.

For a few days, you will be all things to all people. Or maybe all things to
just one special someone. Whao knows?! You'll be free and charitable, or
perhapssomeone will be free and chartableto you, There could bea few days
when you feel averwhelmed. You'll be overheard saying, "No, not another
day at work!" or “Thank Ged It's Friday!” more than usual. Try to avoid
snapping at the people you don't ike, Or at the very least, limit yourself to
pointing out the obvious, and simply avoid the people you don't want to
completely alienate.

Life's just not moving fast enough, and you've been patient long enough.

2 lot of maoney that could be made, -
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Don't let it get to ya, Leo. Remember, you're the Lion—it's time to roar and
let the world know who's boss.

Also, regardless of circumstance, things in life will move in a green direction
or slow to a yellow. Common sense tells us to kick back and relax. One way
or another, you'll get where you're going. You may have to make a pit stop at
McDonald's, but you will eventually reach your destination. Full empowerment
is yours, if you just use it right.

VIRCO (8/23-9/22)

"Whoal" says the Genie of the Lamp. "l granted you your wish, and now
you want to thank me by throwing it back?”

Security, stability, and the manifestation of a goal are key this month, The
cards show a very profitable beginning for you, starting off with a bang as real
estate, property, a new home, or simply more money appears in any area of
your life. At first it comes to you, but then shatters to pieces. “INot the way |
envisioned it," you say! Don't worry; you'll get over it. This situation will give
you a valuable moment to pause to re-evaluate your plans. Just when you
thought it was safe to trust your instincts. ..,

Please be careful of being taken advartage of. Remember—this is only the
beginning; the actualization of your being used and abused might not occur
immediately. Being aware of the threat around you will help you be better
prepared. :

Don't worry; it's really not as bad as it seems. Sometimes the puzzle
doesn't seem to fit, making it hard for all your wishes to come true,

LIBRA (9/23-10/22)

The cards show that you camry with you the qualities of grace and dexterity
as well as the ability to rise above confusion. There is a sense ofinstability about
your life at this time. Perhaps the foundation that you've laid for yourself—your
chosen career, your earthly home-—needs some attention; it's starting to crack.
We can definitely tell that you are quite proficient at achieving neariy anything,
providing it holds your interest. Perhaps you need more time to enjoy these
pleasures, or take better avenues to reach them,

There is a hesitation about stnking out on your own, as well as making any
major life decisions. You have finally achieved security; why should you make
changes? In a way, yourintuition is working overtime. Trust it. Making any major
changes now would not be wise; fate would not lend itselfto yourchosen goals.

| suggest that you enjoy your solitude, as this will be the greatest gift that
you have. Inthe future, peace ofmind won't be so easily available. Enjoy it while
it's here, if you can.

SCoeeno (10/23-11/21)

Restless, restless, restless. Some Scorpios may notice a slightly empty or
down feeling. This accompanies your dealing with memories of incidents past,
orasyou cometoterms with the life you are leading today. As you heal an inner
scar caused by a past love or a present friend, know what your limits are;
especially, recognize when it's time to move on.

Single Scorpios: Indications don't pointto a particularly lucky love life atthis
time. Married Scorpios: Expect to experience a tad bit of friction in your
relationship. Maybe you two just need a change of scenery. How about a night
on the town?

Sitting at hame seems harder and harder. You crave excitement, like a cat
pawing on a screen door, just itching 1o go prowling. All this inner confusion
should subside toward the end of this cycle. Harmony will prevail. You'll find
asense of balance and contentment as you settle into the [ife of your choosing,
We must remember that most good things in life take time to develop; true
ovefnight success is rare and lucky.

SACITTALIUS (11/22-12/21)

This will be a period focused arcund relationships and the lesson of
learning to stand up for yourself. | see many invitations coming your way. This
could be friends, potential dating partners, even strangers. You must never
forget to say what you feel and to stand up for your position,

The energy surrounding you is light and easy—a switch from the past
vibrations. Maybe you're due for a vacation or a weskend at the beach.

Single Sagittarians: opportunities galore. If you want a date, it shouldn’t be
hard to get one now. But remember, if you don't want to go out with them,
then don't. You'll save yourself a lot of heartache, If married: a few days outin
the country, a night at the opera. Stress relievers, Sag, that's what you need.
Stress relievers,

Also, pledse watch your health. Indications point to you avoiding or

Continued on page 75
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HIV Health Watch

Continued from page 53

nant women to get tested for the virus. The
campaign, designed by the Pediatric AIDS Foun-
dation, "will reach out and give women the
information they need to protect their own
health and the health of their children,” she said.
Clinton also said that, according to the National
Institutes of Health study, almost 6,000 Amen-
can women infected with HIV give birth annu-

ally and, without treatment, 20 to 25 percent of

those babies are bomn infected.

HIV-Infected Convicts

Caught in Germany
BONMN, Germany—A 5 | -hour hostage-taking
in northem Germany ended after a police

chase with two escaped prisoners, both of

whom are HIV-positive, scattering |00-mark
notes from the window of a stolen car. The
escaped prisoners said they had nothing to lose
and that “we would rather die free with a bullet
in the head than slowly and painfully behind
bars." A special police unit arrested the men in
central Osnabruck and freed their hostage, a
prison guard, said a police spokesman. The
prisoners, Peter Struedinger and Guenther
Finneisen, had seized the guard at a prison in
Celle on Sunday moming. Thirteen hours later
they fled the prison ina Porsche 928 that police
provided along with 200,000 marks (514 1,000)
in cash. After driving erratically around Lower
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Saxony state with police following at a distance,
the two ditched the Porsche, stole another car,
and temporarily slipped out of police sight.

AIDS Ride Fundraiser

Expects $5 Million
HOLLYWOOD—The second annual Califor-
nia AIDS Ride, a 550-mile bicycle trek from San
Francisco to Hollywood that has just ended, is
expected to raise more than $5 million, making
it the largest AIDS fundraiserin the U.S. Among
the 1,800 bike riders, about 10 have AIDS and
up to 250 are HIV-positive. Celeb Judith Light
ofthe TV comedy Who's the Boss? said afterthe
7-day ride, "It looked impossible, but it was
possible because of everyone's commitment.”

FBI’s Surveillance of AIDS and

Gay Rights Groups
WASHINGTON-—Documents obtained un-
der the Freedom of Infermation Act by the
Center for Constitutional Rights indicate that
the FBI has kept a number of AIDS and gay
rights organizations under surveillance since the
early 1980s when the group ACT UP began.
The FBI denied spying on the groups and said it
merely passed information along to local au-
thorities about possible viclence by members
of the groups. Among the organizations the FBI
kept records on—in addition to ACT UP—
were: the Gay Men's Health Crisis, the Coali-
tion for Lesbian & Gay Rights, and Senior
Action in a Gay Environment, a social services
agency for older gays and lesbians. Despite the
FBI's denials, the agency released only 22 of its
199 pages of files on ACT UP, claiming the rest
of the file was confidential because of “ongoing
law-enforcement activity” involving ACT UP.

Anesthetic: Another Possible

HIV Transmission Route
SYDMNEY—HIV can exist for as long as four
hours in anesthetic, according to a report pub-
lished in the Medical jounal of Australia. The
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researchers who did the report say their find-
ings could explain how four women in Australia
became infected with HIV in a single dayin 1989
while being treated by a doctor there who was
not himselfinfected. The researchers concluded
that the ability of the virus to survive raises the
possibility of transmission via multidose anes-
thetic vials, which allow a doctor to administer
several anesthetic doses on different patients.

- The Australian scientists suggested that multidose
anesthetic vials should be discontinued and that
reusing syringes foranesthetic should be avoided
unless they have first been thoroughly decon-
taminated.

$200,000 Award in

False HIV Diagnosis Suit
DETROIT—A juryhas awarded Tem Karapetian
$200,000 for being incorrectly diagnosed as
being infected with HIV. Karapetian sued the
Pontiac, Michigan, Osteopathic Hospital and
Dr. Dennis Lynch, claiming the physician had
diagnosed her as being HIV-positive because of
her flu-like symptoms when she visited him at
the hospital in 1992, even though Lynch didn't
test her for the virus. Afterward, Karapetian
started an HIV treatment program at another
hospital because of Lynch's diagnosis. After 18
moniths in the program without developing any
symptoms of infection, Karapetian was tested
for HIV and discovered she was in fact not
infected.

D.C. Clinic Caps Patient Load
WASHINGTON—The Whitman-Walker
Clinic in the nation's capital has announced that
beginning june | it will be restricting its social
work and health services because of the clinic's
inability to meet the growing demand. Clinic
officials said the fast-growing number of HIV
and AIDS cases coupled with the leveling off of
government funding made the move necessary.
The clinic will keep its current client load at
about 1500 patients and will refer anyone
above that level to other services.

House Military Subcommittee

OKs Anti-HIV Measure
WASHINGTON—The national security mili-
tary personnel subcommittee of the House of
Representatives hasvotedto approve an amend-
ment sponsored by Rep. Robert Doman (R-
Calif), the subcommittee chairman, that would
bar abortions at armed forces hospitals and
authorize discharging military personnelinfected
with HIV. The nation's armed forces currently
prohibit individuals with HIV from joining, but
troops diagnosed after recruitment are permit-
ted to continue serving as long as their heaith
allows, but are not allowed to serve outside the
U.S. The Defense Department and the Depart-
rment of the Army both oppose Doman's mea-
sure, which would mandate honorable dis-
charge within & months of diagnosis. v
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pretending that your indestructible nature, even now, is all-powerful,
Enjoy the lightness and easy flowing air for a calm, peaceful rest.

CAPRICOEDN (12/22-1/19)

From a deep darkness within, a light doth shine. A change is neededin your
life. You sense this from deep within yourself, don't you? Your expectations,
your chosen direction, seem inert. This has caused you to re-evaluate the
foundation of your present circumstances.

The cards indicate a strong need or desire for money. Either you want
more flexibility in paying your bills, or are ready for that new Z-28.

The cards urge you ta have faith and trust in the power of the divine.
Whether you believe it or not, you were meant to come to the place that you
are now. | suggest you take a few days off or time away to refocus yourself and
your life. Returning will empower you on the road to success, as you confront
these problems and put the issues in balance. Nothing's easy, and this time is
no exception.

This is a very empowering time for you, Capricom—one where the
results lie fully in your own actions. Good luck.

AQUADRIUS (1/20-2/18)

To start off, self-control is the key. It would not be wise to exceed your
limits of alcohol at this time. Of course, if you don't drink, then watch your
eating habits. You are prone to excess that could lead to your downfall. A DWW
is never good,

Maney should begin to become a little more secure. Imagine paying the
bills and having money left over at the end of the month! Your life is moving
away from a pattern of defeat, and you're finally feeling alive,

You're going to be able to tell the world, "'Hey, look what | bought!"” ar
"Il pay!” Don't be overly impulsive, but you may be encauraged to know that
money from many different directions, Iike an extra job, is coming your way,

You're heading into a very “alive” time, one that is perfect for romance,
a new career, or just a very bubbly attitude. How well this all flows is totally
up to you. Remember, the key is self-control,

y PISCES (2/19-3/20)

For you, a vacation is definitely due. You are in need of peace and are
willing to do just about anything to attain it. Iftaking any trips, it would be a good
idea to leave all your work behind. Leam what it means to be on vacation, and
to enjoyyourself, your friends and your quiet time.

For single Pisces, please watch yourselves, especially when it comes to
falling head over heels inta any relationship. | see an intimate experience
coming your way which could lead to confusion. Beware—you may be taken
for a ride. We're usually the ones most responsible when we let ourselves be
hurt, s0 be prepared.

Generally, a nice ease surrounds the vibration influencing Pisces. it should
be much easier to breathe and feel alive now. Of course, this is a choice that’s
up to you: Should you keep things status quo, or implement change?

The winds of time blow visions of rest to you, humming with the songs
of the angels. Enjoy.

Joseph Mofina is a practicing psychic and has studied the sacred sciences for over

14 years. Specializing in Tarot, combined with clairvoyant insights for personal
growth, Joseph also teaches and guides students in their development. He is
available for private consultation, For information, call (713) 524-44] |,
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rince StreeT Marker
...We Deliver...
Coffee Catering
Whole Bean Coffee
Ground Coffee
Gift Baskets
Our coffee is....delivered
within hours of roasting

organic
713-880-2338

5’5[1’] i _-

Serving Houston
r ]

with 13 f )
of experience.

APPROVAL!

48 Hour Closing!

“I attend all Loan Closings... Borrowers and Realtors know
I'm personally involved in each loan from start to finish,”
—Randy L. Kampf, President

Call for Prompt, Courteous & Professional Loan Assistance

RANDY L. KAMPF

TEL: (713) 691-0955 » FAX: (713) 694-3800 + VOICE PAGER: (713) 28541 ||

WHERE DO YOU GO TO
MEET QUALITY PEOPLE?

Y Confidentiality
W Extensive Screening Process

¥ Monthly Relationship Workshops
¥ Never a blind date

Call today and join the hundreds of quality
people who are waiting to meet you!

ALTERNATIVE
VISIONS™

Houston ¢ (713) 526-8223

Texas' 15t and most trusted
Gay and Lesbian Video
Introduction/Relationship Service
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THE CLASSIFIEDS

ACCOMMODATIONS

THE LOVETT INN. Affordable luxury in the heart of
Montrose. Beautifully appointed rooms for both business
and leisure travelers, All rooms have direct dial phones,
private bath, breakfast and color TVs, Also available VCR,
FAX, Jacuzzi suites, pool and spa. Walk to clubs, restau-
rants, shopping and public transportation. Convenient to
Downtown, Galleria, Medical and Convention Centers.
Call today (713) 522-5224,

APARTMENT RENTAL

Montrose 2-1 cute house, fireplace, washer/dryer con-
nections, hardwoods, ceiling fans, fenced yard, stove,
refrigerator. $740. 660-0745 or 850-9575.

Charming English Tudor, Galleria area, newly reno-
vated, 24-hour guard, x-tras, one bedroom lofts, large
square footage, Start $410. Call Ellen at $99-5900, pgr.
605-8415.

Brand New, Northwest Area. Charming property,
290 and 610 area, bleached pine kitchens, some garden
size tubs, fitness facility. Start $530. Call Ellen at 999-5900,
per. 605-8415.

ART

LESBIAN ART, Drawings, Paintings, Sculptures, Arty
Objects and Furniture. All originals by Latin Artist. Also
Astrogical Lovers Reports and Stationery Design and
Printing. Shown by appointment. Call Nena at (713) 335-
5332

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

For fresh and upbeat independent
film about gay youth.

For info, call Nick Perry at
{213) 715-4857.

BUSINESS SERVICES

Julia A. Siska, CPA, Taxes, Accounting and Business
Consulting. Free initial consultation. Call (713) 460-1885.

Insurance & Investment Planning. if your business is
asole proprietorship, partnership, or corporation, it may
be at serious risk without sound business planning. | offer
sclutions and plans to protect your professional invest-
ment.Call Julie LaRue at Acacia Financial Centerof
Houston (713) 888-3500.

CLEANING SERVICES

HOUSE CLEANING. Move-outs/move-ins, make
ready, window cleaning, If you're a busy individual with no
time or desire to clean, | can help you!! Reasonable,
personalized service. References (713) 662-6446,

D&M Services. Bonded, reascnable rates, profes-
sional, reliable. 10 years experience. Residential and
commercial. Call Donna at (713) 863-7680 or Michelle
at (713) 462-0409.

COUNSELING
Barnw -

22 years experiencein
Relationship Counseling
with Lesbian Couples

Office: South Shepherd, 1 blk. 5., Hwy. 59
713-528-0541

EMPLOYMENT
Hairdresser Wanted. Must be open-minded and fun-
loving. Quiet, three-person salon has a private room for
lease. Be self-employed. Run your own business your
way. 59 Weslayan, 621-1409.

FINANCE

Avoid and Stop Foreclosure. No gimmick, real help.
Services guaranteed, Call today for assistance. Time is
important. Call 24 hours: 713/741-0024.

FOR SALE

BMW, 1984, 318i, 69,000 miles. Beige, new tires,
exhaust, one owner. Must see to appreciate. Excellent
condition, Maving from state. Must sell. $4,900. 752-

2523,

HAIRSTYLING
TRACY'S RETREAT For Men, For Women, For You
Call Tracy Gilmore today and make your appointment.
2404 Montrose—Look for the sunflowers! {7|3} £29-
5330.

HEALTH/WELLNESS

Sensory Reduction Floating. Experience profound relax-
ation strengthens immune response and health. Now
available exclusively at Transformation and Empower-
ment Center. To schedule a float or more information,
call 713/869-MIND.

HELP WANTED

Lake Livingston area—groomer/manager needed for
busy grooming shop. Call (409) 365-2646 and leave
message,

HYPNOTHERAPY

n

HYPNOSIS WOR

Stop smoking, lose weight, reduce stress.
Stress Management Clinic
Madelyn McNeil, C.H.T.
713/685-1366

Smoking, YYeight or Stress Problems? Try Hypnotherapy,
Free Brochure (24 hours). 869-MIND (869-6463).

INSURANCE
Life, Health, Auto, Home, Retirement. Individual,
group, personal, business. Are you being served? Call us,
we can help! 713-897-0897. E-mail: Premier @
cybersim.com.

FARMER'S INSURANCE - Laura Feldman Agent, 552-
9436. Auto, Home, Life, Annuities, Commercial; for all
your Insurance needs. One West Loop South, #100,
77027.

MASSAGE THERAPY

Treat Yourself to a relaxing massage. Your body will
feel great and your spirit will scar., Invigorating results are
achieved through Swedish massage combined with
myotherapy. Christian Roff, RMT #010283, 461-6297.

WHOLENESS AND HEALTH. Healing and caring

hands with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Balancing your
life by restoring flow and energy. Don't you deserve it
now! RMT #2233, Howard Kanelakos (713) 528-6174

Enjoy the best Swedish massage with
a healing touch. Also, neuromuscular

therapy for specific muscular problems.

Davio Ranger 713/523-0738

RMT #8069

masesige’—THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE.
Nice looking body builder, registered massage therapist,
incredible | hour full body massage, private studio de-
signed for massage, secure setting. Montrose. $50. Noon
to Midnight. Mitchell 521-3359.

O

Southeast Massage

Therapy Clinic
Mark Gartner, RMT
RMT# TR8905
1-Hour Swedish Massage
Only $39.00

sSwedish MassageeHydrotherapy
"One Block off the Gulf Fwy"

(7113) 645-5252

CHARLES W. HARLOS
71.3~7 682389017

MASS5AGE * REFLEXOLOGY

ART OF MASSAGE: restoring comfort and balance to
your mind and body by the caring hands of a skilled
therapist. Results can be relaxing, invigorating—even
inspiring! RMT #7796. Michael (713) 410-7689,

[ " Vacarton From Stress!!! 1

Pool, Jacuzzi, Tropical Oils |
Private Garden Studio
MNeartown, Days/Eve., Wknd. by appt. |
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MISCELLANEOUS
TOUCH-FONE NEWS |-500-562-1900 ext. 2410.
$2.49/min.-avg. length of call 3 mins. 18 or older. Touch
Tone Phone Required—TeleService USA, Hagerstown,
MD 301-797-2323. Sports Scores and Trivia, Financial
Headlines, Stack & Commodity Prices, Soap Updates,
Horoscope.

SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY BBS—WhereFriend-
ships Begin, Join over 200 fellow gay and lesbian Housto-
nians on-line. A member of FidoNet, Fido Gay Sub-Net,
PrideNet, and StudsMNet. Also available—CHAT, Pro-
files, MatchMaker, CD ROM, and many doorgames. Call
modem 713/522-1515; HelpLine 713/522-3747.

Internet
E-Mail?
Unlimited Access
modem (713) 722-5400
voice (713) 461-3738

‘Mancy Ford, Musical comedy for private parties,

fundraisers, special events. 520-7237 or 627-0301,

GAY PEN-PALS for gay and lesbian youth. For in-
structions on joining the Alyson Letter Exchange Pro-
gram, write to Letter Exchange, c/o Alyson Publications,
40 Plympton Street, Boston, MA 02118, Participants
must be 21 or younger.

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE

3-Roomfurnished office suitefor lease at 3400 Montrose.
By day, week, or month. Ideal for therapist or like
professional. (7 13) 685-1366.

PERSONAL /PROFESSIONAL

DEVELOPMENT
Are you ready to get what you really want in life? Get
coaching by a professional who wants it all for you—
action goals and a balanced, integrated life. Cindy Kowis,
M5, LP.C., Personal and Professional Development
Coach, Call now—868-8047.

PRINTING

WATERMARK—Distinctive Printing Services and
Advertising Specialties. | bid out your printing projects
for you, Also direct distributor of ad specialties/promo-
ticnal products. D] Jecker—(713) 616-6436.

[ ) v S M A R

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

Museum Area High Rise. 2-2, | Ithfloor, Every room
with a view! Wetbar, extensive mirroring/marbling, fresh
carpet, reduced $90s. Agent 520-8888.

Montrose. Grandatrium-styled, 3,100 sq.ft. (per HCAD)
townhouse on 125 ft. lot. Open floor plan, den and music
room, split bedroom plan. 17x22 ft. patio plus hot twb.
Low $200s. Call Gloria, agent—(713) 529-6660.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

BUYING OR SELLING — Suzanne Anderson
Properties, Houston's ONLY Lesbian, Gay, Bi, and
Transgender realty firm. (713) 529-8484. (See our
display ad in this issue.)

Richard Hill, Realtor—Proudly serving our commu-
nity for 9 years. Experienced and professional, Free
consultation or market analysis of your home. 768-3095
or 869-0456.

® Buying ¢ Selling ¢ Leasing »
Need a crative, experienced realtor, sensitive to
our lifestyle and financing concerns? I'm here.

Call Gary Meyer 529-8484

Suzanne Anderson Properties

MUST RENT!
HOMES, TOWNHOMES,
CONDO'S, HIGH RISES,

APARTMENTS & DUPLEXES
BELOW MARKET RENTS
NO DEPOSIT ON SOME

CASH REBATES ON ALL

CARYCO REAL ESTATE
10777 Westheimer, # 1060
ﬁwmuz Texas 77042
(713) 781-9228

CAR\"EQ

The Classifieds

continued on next page

r----—-—-——--—-——-———-__-_1

we do not bill for classifieds advertisements.

Questions? Call OutSmart magazine at 520-7237.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES

Basic Classifieds are $13 for 30 words or less and 25¢ for each word thereafter. Add
additional 25¢ per each bold word. Discounts available for 3 or 6 months if ads are prepaid.
Three insertions base rate of $10 per month; six insertions base rate of $8 per month. Sorry,

Boxed Ads are $23 per vertical column inch (2 3/8" x 1"). Reversed Ads are $28 per column
inch. 10% discount granted to advertisers who prepay for three or more consecutive months.

Deadline: The Ist of the month prior to publication. Order by phone and pay by VISA,
MasterCard or American Express. Or FAX it to us at (713) 522-3275. Sorry we do not bill. Mail
ad and payment to: QutSmart Classifieds, 3406 Audubon, Houston, TX 77006,

Number of Issues Ad Is To Run

Name

Address

City AR State Zipill

Day Phone ! Evening Phone i

Classification Desired

Form of Payment [ Cash
Credit Card Number

I Check or Money Order

I Credit Card
Exp. Date _____

MName of Cardholder

I
I
I
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I
I
I
I
I
|
|
|
I
I
|
|
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I
I
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I
I
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I
i
I
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|
|
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:
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The Classifieds continued from previous page

RECREATION

Camping Anyone? Annual fishingand lot leases for RYs
or tents on two private lakes on 500-acre ranch. Serene
country setting 90 miles from Houston. (409) 395-2401.

RETAIL

Basic Brothers. Men's fashion active wear. Selected
shirts, sweaters, jackets, vests, swimwear, and more!
1232 Westheimer. Open Monday-Sawrday 10-8 and
Sunday 12-6. (713) 522-1626.

¥ Cupid Is,All Over ¥
T-shirts
We also feature men's lingerie.

1+800"517+5461

ROOMMATE
Lesbian couple seeks stable, mature, male or female
individual to share 3f2 furnished home, Bellaire/Tollway
area, $300 per month. Call 933-5147.

SERVICES

LANDSCAPING—STUDIO 21. Gay Artists
extraordinaire, our talents include container gardens,
xeroscapes, custom garden beds and maintenance, as el
as historical restoration and exotic floral arrangements.
Call Bruce or Paul (713) 523-9520.

Specialists in Furniture Cleaning,
Wood Restoration & Repair
REUPHOLSTERING AVAILABLE

%{W / @%:5 ({‘o%aawm

* Custom-made suits,
shirrs, jackets, sacks, 3 Custom
and tuxes | ¥

"| * Be measured in the 3 ?'l‘ Clothiers
privacy of your office o
or home. \ .
= 1000s of fabric = 3 APPOINTMENT,
samples to choose Rt Call Jay at
from. 3 _{ (713) 363-1008

TRAVEL

Communication 101
Continued from page 65

Sojourns

A World Travel Service

3400 Montrose Blvd., Suite 909, Houston, Texas 77006

We Are a Full Service
A Travel Agency A

Call and ask for our FREE brochure of
specially designed tours for our community

713/528-2299 800/530-2299

Eagle Travel Connections

V Complete Travel Service
V Proudly Serving Our Community

713/666-8256  B00/484-6626x4023

VACATION RENTAL

GALVESTON CONDO RENTALS. Gulfview, $85
a night Friday-Saturday, $60 a night Sunday-Thursday
{per couple). CLYDE WILLIAMS at 713f236-0064.

Cafe

heart healthy

{7 italian cuisine

f’/’;

r see

BRUCE W. SMITH. D.D.&,

General Dentistry

1006 Missouri Streel

Houston, TR 77006
(713) 529-4364

MG, VISA, AME";msCGVEH HEALTH CAP

N

FRIDAY/SATURDAY

Dine with Live Music on the Patio 7 pm-12 am

SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET
Enjoy Fresh Pasta Seafood and Pizza
along with our famous Bottomless Mimosas

ASK ABOUT OUR PRIDE WEEK SPECIALS

Now serving Live Main Lobster,
Fresh Snapper and Shrimp!

"\\I\

—

OPEN DAILY

4315 MONTROSE AT RICHMOND

* Most Insurance Accepted 3ﬁer Confirmation
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“IN THE MUSEUM DISTRICT"
713/529-8000

Yes, you got it.

Is there more?

No, I think that’s all for now,

So, that is all you have to say for now?

Yes.

(Validating) Well, what you are saying
makes sense to me. First of all, T usually do
try to put my arm around you when the
lights go. And when I do that, I can see how
you might be concerned about someone
seeing you because we are in a public place.
It also makes sense to me that someone
might see you because we have seen people
from yourworktherc before. And, of course,
your sister-in-law does work with you, so it
makes sense to me that the word might
spread to her and your family. (Empathy)
And if you think that my putting my arm
around youmight lead tolosing your family
and job, I would imagine my doing that
might make you feel scared, uneasy, and
maybe even angry when I persist, Is that
how it feels?

Yes, that’s how I feel. You got it
Thanks for listening.

So, I got it all, and you want to thank
me for listening. Is there more?

o.
The above example shows that when

safety is created, a person is allowed to go
into more detail about what is bothering
them, In addition, most of us are not used
to our partners asking us for additional
information. Usually, we are given advice,
direction, or in some way discounted or
invalidated. The Intentional Dialog at-
tempts to provide parameters to circum-
vent this from happening. The Mirroring
process forces the Receiver to listen in-
tently to the Sender, because he or she must
accutately mirror back the information.
When doing this, the Receiver is forced to
focus on the Sender and keeps them out of
their own reactivity. If the Receiver finds
themselves formulating a defense or creat-
ing a response in their mind, they have
stopped listening. The brain is unable to
listen and process a defense at the same
time. Therefore, the Mirroring process re-
moves the defense from interactions and
allows the Receiver to attend to the Sender
without interference of their own agenda.

In addition, the Process allows for the
Sender to be listened to attentively. One of
the biggest complaints in relationships is,
“I just want you to listen to me.” Most
people are not looking for advice or direc-
tion, but rather to be listened to. Most of us
as children were not afforded the opportu-
nity to be listened to, validated, and accu-
rately mirrored. Instead, children are gen-
erally met with defensiveness or at best
ambivalence. They are told things like,

WHAT A WORLD, WHAT A WORLD

Continued from page 82

What's So Funmy, Girl? Instead of
joining hopeless gambling addict Nickey
Arnstein on that European-bound luxury
liner, Fanny Brice remains in New York at
the curiously-insistent urging of co-chorus
gypsy Anne Francis. They spend a hiatus
from The Ziegfeld Follies writing their own
terse, two-woman comedy show, which
becomes the vaudevillian precursor to The
Kathy and Mo Show.

Parent Trap: The Rest of the Story
Haley Mills plays grown-up twins who dis-
cover they're not really twins at all, but
completely unrelated. Tn an ultimate act of
narcissism, they fall in love with each other,
and marry. Mayhem ensues as they become
famous as the only bickering céuple in film
history who, after telling each other to go
fuck themselves, actually can.

Mommie, You're the Dearest Devoted
adopted daughter discovers that her
mother, an old former motion picture

queen, is really just an old queen,

Orlando, Part Dewx Quentin Crispstars
as the mayor of a steamy Florida tourist
mecca which receives its water supplyfrom
Ponce de Leon Natural Springs, giving all
its citizenseternal life and unlimited poten-
tial for sequels.

The Whining Game Audiences are
shocked at the surprise ending when the
film’s heroine, a cabaret singer and model,
is revealed to actually be a woman. Kinky.

When Harry Forgot Sally in Paris A
man and a woman, supposedly in love, re-
evaluate their relationship when she can't
stop calling him Frank. v

Nancy Ford is a Houston-based comedian
and frequent contributor to the gay and
lesbian press, She performs each Thursady
night, 8:30 pm, at Ms. B’s in Plaza 9200,
9200 Buffalo Speedway. Call 666-3464 for
info.

“Goaway,” “I'mtoobusy,” or “That didn’t
hurt.” Asadults, we have the same needs as
we did as children—being to be listened to
and validated. Most couples in my office
interrupt, defend, finish sentences, give
directions, or criticize, which is a far cry
from validation and empathy.

Common complaints about the Inten-
tional Dialog are that it takes too long and
that it feels odd. In fact, in the long haul, it
is probably more time-effective. If you have
ever found yourself rehashing the same
issue over and over again, it is likely that
you haven’t communicated well the other
times. The expenditure of time and energy
to accurately communicate seems to pro-
duce healthier outcomes and reduces the
need to keep returning to the same issue.
To validate the Process feeling odd, it will
in fact, at first, because it is foreign to most
individuals’ styles. Most people are used to
defensiveness in communication; therefore,
communication without the old energy is
likely to feel odd and awkward.

In summary, the Intentional Dialog
provides abasic tool forany and allinterac-
tions. It not only works in love relation-
ships but in family and employment dy-
namics as well. Most people find a positive
reaction from those that they mirror, and
when mastered, this does not seem so cum-
bersome as it may have at first. So, the next
time you find yourself in conflict or being
defensive in your communication, pull out
your Intentional Dialog guide and try com-
municating in anew way. Y ou will likely be
pleased with the results. v

Patrick J. Vachon is a Licensed Social
Worker and Advanced Clinical Practitio-
net in private practice at New Counseling
Center in Houston. He is a Certified
IMAGO Relationship Therapist and Work-
shop Presenter in training. Mr, Vachon
offers 20-hour intensive “Getting the Love
You Want” workshops for lesbian and gay
couples. His next Houston workshops will
be July 28-30 and Sept. 15-17. Mr, Vachon
will be offering 4 free lecture, “Striving to
Get the Love You Want,” sponsored by
MCCR and P-FLAG as part of Houston
Pride Week on Monday, Tune 19, at Hous-
ton Public Library—Montrose Branch,
6:30-8:30pm. In addition, he will be speak-
ing at the Montrose Counseling Center
Men’s Network on June 21, 7:30- 9:00 pm.
Call MCC for information. Patrick J.
Vachen is available for lectures, seminars,
and individual/couples therapy. For more
information, call (713)529-1913, voice mail
#4,
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OUTSMART RESOURCE DIRECTORY

ACCOMODATIONS
The Lovett 10N ... immemininennacceaas 501 Lovett ... 522.5224
APARTMENTS
Stonehaven Apartments ........... 6413 Skyline ..... 7853280
ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Patrick Falcon, CPA ..., 4200 Montrose #490 ..... 522-3308
Hubbard Financial Services .... 2615 Montrose ..... 522-9000
Palrick Felcon, CPA ...... 4200 Montrose #4890 ... 522-3308
ADVERTISING
QutSmart Magazine ...... 3406 Audubon Place ..... 5207237

The Gay and Lesbian Yeliow Pages ...

Worman's Resource Directary ..... 2420800
ATTORNEYS
Cordell & Haley, LLP. ............ 1712 Fairview ..... 522-2488
Moore & Hunt......one... 3608 Audubon Place ..... 5224282
Shannon T, Wamen ..., 1210 Hawthome ..... 523-0420
Clyde Williams ............ 1314 Texas Ave #T12 ... 236-0064
CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS
ACT-UP /Gulf CoASE 1vsivvasasnarssnnn we 522-1869
Gay Men's Choms ........... v Py 0 Baox 54’-1004 «+ 521-5ING
Houston Triangle Divers F.0. Box T21752 ........ 942.7521
Houston Outdoor Group ... .. P.0. Box 880893 .... KAMP-O-UT
COMMUNITY SERVICES
AIDS Eguity League ... .. F.O, Box 980307 ... BT1-0082

AIDS Alliance of the Bay Areal7511 El Camino Real #150488-
4492 :

AIDS Foundation Houston3202 Weslayan Annex ... 623-6796
AIDS Mastery Workshop ......... 3404 W Lamar ..... 5238711
AVES (Amigos MDS Voluntears 4126 SW Freeway 6262837
Bering Community Service Foundation1440 Harold 5296071
Body Positive .......... 1475 W, Gray #176-177 ..... 5242374
Dizinger Foundation ....seess.: 3701 Montrose ... 522-8660
Heuston Physicians for Human Rights2006 McDuffie523-4700
Houston Clinical Research Network4211 Graustark 520-2034
Gay and Lesbian Switchboard of Houston ...
Hate Crimes HOELINE .. coneiioninniinn i

LIE {Lesbians in Business) ... P.O. Box 66748 ..., 5200077
KOLBE Project ...... 522-8182
Montrose Clinic ... weees 1200 Richmond ..... 520:2000
MNAMES Project Houston .,.... 2410 Woodhead ... 52-NAMES
Omega House, Ine. .. .« 602 Branard

Parents & Fnends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG} &6?-9020

PWA Coalition ., .. 3400 Montrose #1068 ..... 5225428
Southem Hu&q}lmhty BEES v 322-1515
Southeast Texas Legal CIInn:ZMUO Mmtmsc #203 5237852

COMPUTER/
COMPUTER SERVICES

TR Enterprises | .. 5244834
Three Oaks Infarmation Sys'tems SRR B 5 Lo S

DATING SERVICE
Alternative Visions . 526-8223

800/517-5461

Cupid Dating Serwm

ENTERTAINMENT

Ms. B'S ... 8200 Buffalo Spesdway ... E66-3464
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Mancy Ford Musical Comedy 3406 Audubon PI...... 520-7237
Singing Cavalier Telegrams8303 S.W Frwy #230 .. 520-7171

The Pafio ... ..9200 Buffala Speedway ..... B66-3464
The Ranch .. 9200 Buffalo Speedway ..... 666-3464
Theatre LaB Houston .............. 1706 Alama ..... B68-7516
KTC .oociiirermirnnsns 9200 Buffalo Speedway... ... 666-3464
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Acacia Financial Cir...8 Greenway Plaza # 3000 ... B88-3500
Darryl Robinson Union State Mortgage | .. 7818881
Morigage Assoc. of Texas . 524-1850
FITNESS/HEALTH CLUBS/
PERSONAL TRAINING
The Art of FItNess ... ... 938-BODY
Body Balance 2d2§ S-unset . 5208816
Fitness Exchangs .............. 3930 Kirby #300 ..... 5249932
Muscle MECHANIES i niimimanmsssimsmessasnams e 380330
HAIR STYLISTS / FASHION

Debbie's Style Shop ...... 2726 White Oak Dr. ..... BES-B9T7
315 W. Alabama ..., 942-8888
2404 Montrose ..... 529-5330

INSURANCE
Dale Englefield ..... 3501 West Alabama #204 ..... 4381700

Farmers INSUMBNGE ... Plppa Wilsy ... 8574297
Mansker Insurance ...... 3400 Montrose #227 ... 522-2792

HEALTH CARE
PROFESSIONALS
CHIROPRACTIC
Jacqueling A, Doval, M5, D.C.4126 5/W. Freeway G27-9355
Dr. Jerry Martin, PC .......... 5252 Wesichester ..... 860-7722
Yale Chirapractic CHNIC ..oewsesenesse 1448 Yale ..... 8020003

DENTISTS
Bruce W. Smith, DDS. ......cen. 2006 Missour ..... 5294364
HOSPITAL/IN-PATIENT CARE
Total Life Care 5298922
HYPNOTHERAPY
Joyce Caldcleugh ..... 2200 SW Freeway #400 ..... 524-1241
OPHTHALMOLOGIST
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MDSt. Joseph Eye Center ... 7570270
OPTOMETRISTS
Dr, Sue MOSS ..o 3701 W, Alabama #310 ..... 961.9705

PHARMACEUTICAL SUPPLIES/PERSCRIPTIONS
Amex Pharmacy ...esess e 3030 Canal St. ..... 2379301
STATSCRIPT ...coneeeesse 4101 Greenbriar #235 ... 5211700

PHYSICIANS
Patricia Salvato, MD 4120 SW Freeway #200 ..... T91-7520
People In Medicine and Houston Physicians for Human Rights
Referral Line 5234700

MASSAGE THERAPIST

Altruistie Touches/James Burke . e 3230153
Essential Touch/Alan Davidsan... 3100 Richmond . 9420923
Morman Sanford .. . 25038 5, Shepherd ..... 9352122

PSYCHIC & INTUITIVE READERS

Sharron Mattison . e BR1ATAT
Jusaph Maolina ..... . B244411
Sandra Nicholas 52208990
Joe Paxton 5231627
PSYCHOTHERAPY/COUNSELING

Margaret Dilackiin & Assoc.4200 Montrose #540 522-7014

Arfyne Gimble ., i .. 66600433
Miles Glaspy ... . Maw Cc:umelmg C'en!er . 5291913
Seely M. Germuyuy, LMSW-ACP LMFT2715 Bissonnet ... 526-4487
Barry Gritz, MD Psychiatry . .. TB4-TBO7
Barbara Levinson, PhDCenter for Healthy Sexuality 7852600
Denise 0'Doherty, LPC 3416 Graustark ..... 529-1913
Montrose Counseling Ctr .. 701 Richmond Ave ..... 5290037
Patrick Vachon, LMSW-ACP, . New Counseling Center522-1913

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Acker-Blum Realbors ... 1939 W, Gray ..... 5296660
Suzanne Anderson Properties315 West Alabama .. 529-8484
Ron Duster [Swilley-Hudson) ...ouues - S20-8888
The Garland Company /Bill England - 9266722

Richard Hill (Swilley-Hudson) ..., 1505 Heights ..... B69-0456

Spencer Pierce (Apartments El¢.) ... 9749056
Lee Hudman (Acker-Blum) ...... 1939 W. Gray ..... 5296660
RELIGIOUS/SPIRITUALITY
GROUPS

Community Gospel Church.......... 501 E. 18th ..... 8809235
The Community of The Reconciling Servant ...... 1505 Nevada

. — |y b

{}lgnaty Houston 1307 H Yale ..... 880-2872
En-Lighten Up ........ .. 52BE174
Houston Mission Church ... ... B2OB225
Jewish Congregation ......... PRI LS R o
Kingdom Community Church ... 4404 Blossom ..... 882-7533
MCC Maranatha .. 811 Westheimer, #110A... ..... 5286755
8619149

MCCR HOUSEON ..cvovvvssasasaananns 1915 Decatur .....

RESTAURANTS & COFFEE BARS

Brothers Gourmet Coffes ....... 4005 Montrose ... 5261315

Cafe ANhony's ......cc.oioennen. 4315 Montrose ... 5288000
Cafe Artiste ...... 1601 W. Main ..... 528-3704
Cafe Maison .... ... 2089 Westheimer ..... 5286750
Java Java Cafe ... 911 W 140h S L. BEO-JAVA
MNeo Chira .. Leen 3940 Kirby #130 ... 5221331
Prince Street Market Coffes Deh\refy e B80-2338
) [ e e .. 2514 Times Blvd. ..... 5234753
RETAIL
AUTOMOTIVE SALES
Dominion JAEUAr ..o . 3101 Kirty ... 5326-3147
* ANTIQUES
River Oaks Antiques Center 2119 Westheimer ..... 5208238
ART

October Studios GalleryHelghts PavllionZ44 W, 19th ...... 3613411
BOOKS, CARDS, PERIODICALS, ETC,
Crossroads Market ............. 610 W, Alabama ... 9420147
DraMBLKA .o 3804 S; Shepherd ... 5285457
Inkfings .... .. 1846 Richmond Ave. ... 521-3369
Lobo ........ e 1424-C Westhemer ... 522.5156

" CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES
Basic Brothars .. ... 1232 Westheimer ... 522-1626
Pueblo To Pcm}e reeeees 4809 Montrose . 5266581
GIFTS SUPPLIES HnTEHIALS
Crystal Castle .eevernsicessninss 228 Westheimer ... 5266165
e Ole Magick Shoppe ...... 1658 Westheimer ... 524-4411

FLORIST
Heights Above Florist ... 911 W, 11th 5t. ..., B62-2683
FURNITURE
Alabama Fumeture .............. 539 W. Alabama ..... 526-5171
GIFTS
Celetrations To Go Gift Baskets ...l 5201674
Singing Cavalier Singing Telegrams ..o - 5207171

GROCERIES, SUPPLIES & LIQUOR
Fiesta Market ... 3803 Dunlavy ..... 5297352

KIOEET +oonsrmcsnas 3300 Montrosa ..... 526-7865
Nutrizyme Intemational .. « 1759499
JE‘HELEHS
Relner's Jeweler's ... + 2210 Westheimer ........ 5201212
SERVICES
CATERING
Fits & Cravings ............ 863-8899
CLEANII"IG

Lenny's Cleaning Co. .
Man Maid Cleaning Ser\dcaﬂorg,r AKIn .....
GOHSTRUC'I'IDM'FIEHODELING
U.5. Construction .... .. 5267679
Stewart Robin .. .. 805 W. 3-1 . 869-8073
F'UHEFI»\IJHOFITLI&R\’ SEFI'JIGES
Crespo Funeral Homes .. .« 2235420
Deer Park Funeral Dnrectnrs : srssisaninessenen s $T0-4603
Earthman Funeral Directors . 4658900 ..... 6593000
Miller Funeral Services . . 9811184
GRAPHIC am‘s
Preferred Graphics SR . | 137

LAUNDRY/DRY CLEANERS
Heights Discount Cleaners...402 1/2 W, 11th St 880-3365

MOVERS
Box Boy Moving Compary ... eeeers 330-TEZ2
PEHSON#L CDACH
Cindy Kowis ....ooonee. 868-8047
PIANO TUNING
James B, Kozak ........ R
PLUMEE BS
Bicknel Plumbing .. nmsmennmannsnsanssns GASHE1GL

PRINTING AND GRAPHICS
House of Coleman ............. 901 W. Alabama .....
RUG CLEANING
Khien's Orlerital RUEE ..coiseammsmmsssnionesimmisnn
SHIPPING/MAILING
Mail Boxes Etc. , . 5080 Richmond Ave. .....
Tk NNfNG SALONS
ERFOtan ..omeiein . 3701 Montrose .

Helghts Tanning . 18 N. Durham, Ste. &

Sunkissed .. .. 5757 Westheimer
SIGNS/BANNERS
Signs of Success ... 2360 W. Alabama

TRAVEL AGENCIES
Advance Damran Vacations
Sandra Wilkins Travel .
Time Travel, Inc. .....

Traved In Style i 2425 W, Loop South #500 ........ 621{)24?
YOGA
Satya Shepherd ... .. Spectrum Center ..... 8027913

Yoga Center of Houston ... 2438 South Blvd. ..... 5244572

VIATICAL SERVICES

Medical Escrow Sotiety .. e 004221314
Yiatical Settlements . BOO-4BT-1183
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EARTHMAN

celebrate Life and Relationships!

180065422609

7136593000
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David LeRoy Joseph Hemmer
May 27, 1958-June 9, 1995

David LeRoy Joseph Hemmer, 37, died June 9. Promo-
tional Director for Rich’s for several years, Hemmer
brought such performers as Debbie Harry, CeCe Peniston,
Jody Whatley, Taylor Dayne, and RuPaul (pictured here
with Hemmer) to Houston’s gay and lesbian community.
He is survived by parents Clarence and Betty Hemmer,
St. Louis, Missouri; sister Robin Hemmer and her partner
Lori Flanery, Denver, Colorado; sister Gale Zgraggen
andhusband Thomas, Atlanta, Georgia; and close friends
Gary Archer, Jerial Knight, and Pinque. A Memorial
Servicewas held June 14 at Earthman Downtown Chapel,
followed by a celebration of Hemmer's life at Rich's.
Memorials may be directed to Bering Care Center. His
one-of-a-kind talent will be greatly missed.

June 15, 1995 ¥ OutSmart 81

R R R R R EER R R E R R R[]



WHAT A WORLD, WHAT A WORLD...

on’t look now. Another .
“lesbian movie” has been
released. :

The Incredibly True Adveture of §
Two Girls in Love is being her-
alded by critics as a rarity—a “les-
bian movie” with crossover ap-
peal, It’s the story of two mis-
matched lovers from the opposite
sidesof thetrack. Passion triumphs
when two high school sweethearts [
defy the odds and choose to lave
each other, regardless of the ob-
stacles thrown in romance’s path.

It’s kind of like a funny Romeo

and Juliet without the death, the
period costumes, or the penis.

Things have changed so
much. Whatever happened to
those movies with “adult overtones” that
merely hinted at the “ different-ness” of the
protagonists? In a world full of changing
social mores, the one constant we could
always count on was that these movies
would end with everybody coming to their
senses and riding off into the sunset with a
companion of the opposite sex. Or we
could bet on some accident to tear the ill-
fated lovers asunder. Suicide, at least. Good
grief, is nothing sacred?

It seems so strange to enter a movie
theater and enjoy a film about “us” that
isn’t tragic, or preachy, or even preten-
tious. Wonderfully strange. Could ‘it be
that as acceptance of gays and lesbians is
becoming more mainstreamed in the real
world (whatever that is), our characters are
also, finally, being mainstreamed onto the
silver screen?

Maybe these really are the Gay 90s.
Never before in the history of film has the
industry been so inundated with films deal-
ing either specifically with gay and lesbian
themes, or at least including a strong gay/
lesbian presence. Y::stcrday they had Geo-
ing My Way. Today we have Priest. 1 like
it—how about you?

One of the best things about all this
gay cinema is that it sheds a welcome light
on our culture, our modus operandi, our
essence, that might otherwise be over-
looked. “Do you still think we'll still know
each other when we're 302" is a question

by Nancy Ford

the Two Girls in Love ask each other.
Research and conversation has indicated,
at least to me and my contemporaries, that
not only do most lesbians still know their
first lover, they continue to play a major

Going our way: Evie Roy (Micole Parker) and Randy
Dean (Laurel Holloman) in The Incredibly True Ad-
venture of Twa Girls in Love.

role in each othet’s lives. What doesn't kill
us makes us stronger? In fact, bringing a
new-paramour home to meet the family
now often means introducing her to your
ex-lover, your ex-lover’s current wife, her

current wifée’s ex, and her current
wife's ex's gay cousin from out of
town who we think is probably
gay butno oneis completely sure,
Welcome to Lesbianville—we
hape you enjoy your stay here.

One of the art-imitating-life-
est parts of TITAOTGIL comes
to us in the character of Girl 1’s
best friend, Frank. Every high
school has atleast one Frank. You
know—Gay Frank. Faggy boy
Frank. Constantly-harassed-by-
the-jocks Frank. And every
dyke—adolescent or not—needs
a Frank to cover for her when
she’s up to no pood, to encourage
her when everyone else has aban-
doned her, to help her choose just
the right accessories for those really spe-
cial occasions. If she doesn’t have one, she
should get one. I'm lucky; I have about
five Franks, and I wouldn’t trade a one of
them.

It's becomea welcome trend for film-
makers to focus specifically on various
lesbian rites—and wrongs—of passage.
Bar Girls gave us an accurate backstage
view of the theater where most lesbians
give their first—and best—public perfor-
mances. Desert Hearts gave us a tasteful
yet provocative lesson that love, especially
when you find it in Reno, is always a
gamble. Claire of the Moon gave us a rash.
Tiwo Girls gives us a nostalgic tweak re-
calling the unspeakable excitement and
incomparable buzz that accompanies first
love—that constant ache in your stomach
that has never before or since hurt so very,
very good.

It’s encouraging that lesbians (and
gay men, for that matter), can now gotoa
neighborhood theater—other than the
kind that only accepts quarters—and en-
joy a positive film experience. Prior to this
new cinematic enlightenment, a gay
person’s identifying and internalizing a
film experience was limited to fantasy.

And fantasize I did. The following is
a list of films that T hope to be able to
experience before my buttered corn-pap-
ping days are done.

Continued on page 79

82 OutSmart ¥ June 15, 1995
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MORTGAGE CORPORATION TOTAL LIFE CARE

The Patients’ Subacute Option

This unique Medical Specialty Hospital combines
a central location with a warm, cozy atmosphere
to provide a special level of services for patients
with continued medical, nursing and therapy
needs. TLC serves as the perfect alternative to
the acule care setting.

FULL SERVICE DIRECT MORTGAGE LENDING
MORTGAGE BANKER RATES—NO MORTGAGE BROKER ADD-ONS

* 3% Down For Home Buyers

= 10% Down for Investment
Properties

* 15% Down for Poor Credit,

Foreclosures & Bankruptcies.
Patients:
. * 20% Down for No-Income * Infectious/Immunological Disorders
D;iTyl Robinson Verification * Neurological Impairments
. mm Qﬂ?f'é_'f ; * Nuiritional Deficiencies
Ower 20 Years Experience! Table Fun dfug * Cancer and Related Diseases
* Complex Wound Management
Pre-Approved Loans * Orthopedic Disabilities/Injuries
M_Hom @Pravak * Respiratory Failure

* Metabolic/Endocrine Disorders

Conventional * FHA * VA * HUD & VA Foreclosures ey

Locally Owned and Comminity Friendly Since 1957
(713) 781-8881

7447 Harwin Dr., Suite 135 * Houston, TX 77056
= e WV,

—_— Direct Inquires/Referrals to:
Total Life Care (713) 529-8922

A Subacute Specialty Hospital

To order your subscription for one full year of OutSmart Magazine,
send $16 (Visa/MC/AE accepted) and this order form to: QutSmart
Subscription Department, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006.

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

r_—---_———_——_--—---

YOU CAN PICK US UP...

or have it sent to you,
OutSmart subscriptions make great gifts too!

To order your subscription for one full year of OutSmart Magazine,
send §16 (Visa/MC/AE accepted) and this order form to:
OutSmart Subscription Dept, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006,
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This space proudly sponéored by the Houston Lesbian and
Gay Pride Committee and the following businesses.

The Gay

Hﬂm HOW & Lesbian
Yellow Pages

HI-RISE APARTMENTS

For Rates &
1617 Fannin Distribution
(713) 659-4781 (713) 942-0084

REINER’S _ Julia Siska

Fine Jewelry <5
ol C.PA.
2210 Westheimer
(713) 520-1212 713) -
MCCR INING
NNING
Metropolitan CENTER

Community Church
of the Resurrection
1919 Decatur = 861-9149

918-A North Durham
(713) 802-9373

NEQ Chivna

Restaurant

3300 Montrose » Houston, TX

3910 Kirby, #130
(713) 526-7865

(713) 522-6559

A gym for the big people

in our communily...

(713) 520-99216

:*"?‘:E.!Et?s.';'? Sunday, June 25

4315 MONTROSE AT RICHMOND EE'R'[' Immediately following
713/529-8000 coN the Pride Parade

FREE > Pride F
BICKNELL Lovett @ Toft
PLUMBING CO.

Woman Owned
and Family Operated
(713) 649-6161

B

Ye Ole Magick Shappe

1638 Westheimer » 524-4411

1 Q;{T Patrick Falcon
: ,. | & C.PA.
BUYER'S -
AGENT" s 0o U7

oﬂc - 13
HOME BUYER’S CHOICE Sm@f‘g DW 713) 522-3308
Jim Crary . _ ch of The Year-Undergreund News
Exclusive Buyer’s Realtor AN o
The Celebration Continues: PRIDE PARTY 95 Jraqon yorqe
(713) 993-9893 Sponsared by Pride Committee of Housfon. 35 Cover Benefitting Cu :‘ e 3 il r'\*
Serving Our Community Locdl AIDS/Community Organizations f-::') 5 ; B
. 2 Westheinrer
3535 Westheimer, Suite 228 at NUMBERS, 300 Westheimer. Doars open at 5 pm. (713) 5237188

Houston, Texas 77027

Sojourns

World Travel Sanvica

Richard Hill - W
Realtor £ﬂ1 -‘“S_O._-\

BHrittain

PR OPERTIES

(713) 528-2289
530-229
(909 4 Office# (713) 869-0456

NEIDER 3400 Montrose » Suite 909 Greg Brittain ice Mail# (713) 768-3095
MORTGAGE Houston, TX 77006 (713) 529-9704 Voice Mail# (713) 763

GOURMET C {'IFI'!'I'
2809 Westheimer = (713) 523-6T50

,r\ 5177 Richmond
‘ \ ’ (713) 840-1177




