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Just like a beautiful plant or uncontrollable weed, fully grown, mature adult gay men
and lesbians don’t crop up out of nowhere—they start as gay and lesbian youth.

As lesbians and gay men seek their rightful place at the social and political
table, more attention is being given to this coming harvest of individuals
belonging to sexual minorities. Contrary to popular belief, taking care
of their special needs and issues leaves little time for recruiting.

NEWS = TRAVEL = REVIEWS = HEALTH = AND MORE!
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Larry A. Harrison, R.Ph. -~ * We accept assignment.
(7 | 3) 521-1700 * We minimize your up-front COStS.

* We process all insurance
Fax (713) 521-5855 ot Ryl

4101 Greenbriar, Suite 235 « Houston, Texas 77098
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Thanks to all of you who trusted me
with your real estate needs in 1995!

CALL ME! I can help you with your
1996 real estate goals!

ome: 869-0456 v v 768-3095

E-Mail: rick@iah.com

Mario A. Jimenez, Loan Specialist
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With today's low interest rates, buying or refinancing
your home has never been better or easier. We have been proudly
serving our community for over two years with the personal touch
aqd service that sets us apart. We offer a variety of programs to
suit your needs.

¥ Approval in 14 days

¥ Jumbo Financing

¥ Community Home Buyer Program- 3% Down

¥V Pre-Qualification over the phone

¥ Approval on Bad or Damaged Credit

¥ Refinancing of your home with the closing cost
included if you qualify

Please call Mario A. Jimenez-

713-895-8082 & FAX 713-895-7686

i ——

=—"

9% NEW ERA MORTGAGE COMPANY
%-( l._ Residential Loans
301 Hollister, Suite 490, Houston, TX 77040
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Suzanne Anderson

—— Upcoming Events

Buyers' Seminar
March 6th, 7:00 pm
Information needed to prepare/purchase a
home. Learn about Buyer Representation.

Sellers' Seminar
March 7th, 7:00 pm

Information needed to prepare your home
to sell, finding an agent, & pricing to sell.

Marketing Seminar
March 13th, 7:00 pm
"Marketing Your Business, Your
Organization, & Yourself"”

Seminars held at Suzanne Anderson Properties
Please RSVP at 529-8484

Houston's Lesbian, Gay,

Bi, & Transgender REALTOR ™

Suzanue Hunderson

VPROPERTIES V

929-8484

239 Westheimer




FROM THE PUBLISHER...
QutSmart provides positive information to gay men, *L
leshians, and their associates to enhance and improve Recently, the Texas Triangle, a gay and lesbian weekly
the quality of our lives. Our goal is to build a bridge of v newspaper, became the target of the American Family Asso-
communication and understanding between cultural ciation, a radical religious-right group based in Austin,
and social communities that are separated by tradi- Leading this crusade of stupidity is executive director Wyatt
tions of ignorance and misinformation, thus creating a HOUSTON'S GAY & LESBIAN MONTHLY MAGAZINE Roberts, who began his attack on the Triangle this past fall.
healthier community for us all Roberts began circulating gay-bashing letters to Austin-area We've got it all! ®
hurches and reading the names of Triangle advertisers on
Volume 2, Issue 12 JANUARY I5-FEBRUARY 14, 1996 | - | :
STAF F 2 o :&“:;ﬂﬁg}‘g;ﬁ;f;ﬁiggfmboyc"“ ofhe pay oot We're in your neighborhood. .. CONVENIENCE.
PUBLISHER His plan backfired. As the saying goes, “Whatyou fight against will weaken you. SERVICE. . .for all your office needs.
;ersgljg- ANT TO THE PUBLIS Whatyou suzpon will cmpowcryl(l)u." Maybe Roberts sho:ld hl;:vc consil:iercd using Truly reasonable rates. . .VALUE!
HER that same radio time to support his own community rather than attacking ours. : X At
Nancy Ford IN SAEARCH OB & GAY S OUL e st ssoisiie o SR ok i cnitrods 30 Roberts' attack on the newspaper has not only thrust the Triangle into national We're Alternative Family Owned & Operated.
ASSISTANT EDITOR ncient Native American doctrine dictates that homosexuals possess headlines butalsoincreased their advertising. A handful of advertisers have dropped
Eric L. Roland spiritual dimensions and skills that heterosexuals do not. Alan Davidson out, but most have remained—and even more are renewing their contracts. On FREE LOCAL SELF-SERVE FAX
QRT S;R$CT°R explores altemative spirituality. a lighter note, where else can you get a newspaper ad with a radio spot thrown in expires 2/28/96
ase Liotelano
for frec? :
;g:g ;g;::zaanF e el Roberts says his intention is not to put the Triangle out of business. He says he UPCS: 'redg)(é F\’/‘?STCOI Service éSOt. too) é Mg‘/'?fxTRemd
et ' ord, Enic L. Roland. believes “people have a right to know if their purchases are going to promote a » Color & B/ opies ¢ Business Card/stationery
Janice Stensrude A SPIRITUALITY FOR MINORITIES............. S as 33 philosoph[y)' with which they disagree.” Printing » PC/MAC Rental & Extensive Software
;Zggggf:'o?mﬂgF F Loren T. Connell expounds on the Bible story of P h"'P and an E‘fthP'an S0, how can we take an active role against this sort of intolerance? Boycotting Selection « Binding ¢ Laminating ¢ Paper Shredaing
iStefano, i S 5> ;
CONTRIBUTINé V\;:anEz,; L Roland eunuch. businesses that are affiliated with the religious right is one way to be effective.
Martie Bailie, Rick Bames, Dalé Carpenter, Loren T However, with the help of the newly developed Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian
Connell, Alan Davidson, Blase DiStefano, N;mcy Ford. Chamber of Commerce, we can learn which businesses to support, ratherthan avoid.
Steven Foster, Julie LaRue, Josaph Molina, Daryl L. GAY YOUTH: COME BACK WHEN YOU'RE 21 .....coocevercnsnsan it e AR 34 Membership in this nonpolitical business group is open to anyone who recognizes
F;lfoore. David N, Morales, Eric L. Roland, Sandra B It is of utmost importance for today's youth to possess the same jeans, the Housto's l‘?'v,me Pog“'““o('i‘ and a“]’ho_pl"dg_es “I_“O“d"‘“,i""":""" poficy rcg“"‘:"
Wilkins same athletic shoes, and especially the same sexualit - ing race, religion, gender, and sexual orientation. Frequenting these gay-owned an .
ADVERTISING SALES thosewhe don't. there's HE‘\ T CyH By David N. M 4 a's their peers. For gay-friendly businesses is an easy way to use your purchasing power to support good i{ém S Slh??r;efg‘(;‘ cr;cs.ssfg m] gg;(?g ”r751)
Earle Dutton, Nancy Ford, Laura Hudman, Kelly A. h YRR DY BN L business folk that respect you, not abuse you, And, as a smart community, we'll be OMh , SRR ; P
McCann, Sharon Ownchyld spending more time planting flowers and less time pulling up weeds. 713/528-POST (7678) » 713/528-2309 FAX

OutSmart is a monthly features publication. Over 15,000 WHERE THE STREETS HAVE NONAMER .. anusbusmanasiscs i 39
copies are distnbuted in Houston and surounding areas. Eric L. Roland examines StreetWise, Houston's port in a storm f ~
contents copy : . ) or homeless . §
All contents copynghted by Up&Out Communications. )’Ou‘th. P k%()(.:'yO/é’ CO/ZJ/(I(?/‘(’Q«Z KRO G E R O N M O NTR O S E
Serving our community for over 15 years

ADVERTISING POLICY
OutSmart advertisers provide access to a broad spectrum

of goods and services. Responsbility for daims and MR. ROBERTS GOES TO GAYTOWN . 52

SParde Slace?

practices of advertisers rests solely with them. Please 5 :

mention you saw their ad in OutSmart when visting or Steven Foster reveals why Austin radio talk show host Wyatt Roberts' E stablished in the early 1900s, Park Place is a unique

calling our advertisers, The opinions and views expressed attack on the Texas Triangle may be somewhat obtuse. Houston neighborhood offering Large Lots, Huge Trees, Waterfront
Living with marine access to Galveston Bay and Downtown Houston,

in articles do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher
or the advertisers. Inclusion in OutSmart does not neces-
sanly indicate preference or endorsement of sexual
onentation by advertisers or contributors.

areat Parks, and the new Park Place Regional Library. Take |-45 South
to the Broadway/Park Place exit and turn left,

Come out and take a look. You'll like
what you see! Call Stephen Tompkins for
® Tear-Downs more information about Park Place and
other Southeast Houston neighborhoods.

® New Construction Sites

SUBSCRIPTION & BACK ISSUES
Annual subscriptions are available to OutSmart at a cost of
$16 per year. Back issues are available upon request,

rrangements ‘custom-, de fcr any occasion
. Floral delwenes natlonwrde

:z ﬁﬁf@?ﬁiﬁ 32? :::gg.%se;z?;ngge; S:a(,) ;:?: IE)et:r‘s ;:t tcf:’o; Ed(;tor .............................. 6  Out Money .50 ® Classic Cottages
duning regular business hours. Please call for availability i S R 8 OutSmart Real Estate ... >4 ¢ Grand Old Homes
status of requested back issues QUEEE QUOTES v missipssiistimsssinssii 12 Future OutLook ... 58 * Buying
Out Here ST G ¢ Re-Do's
QutSman welcomes photographs, editorial, and news Outiin O W srid 14 Classifieds . 60 : . Se[ling
releases, but reservesthe nght to ecit,revise, or reject any ur.1 (15 K 6 N |6 Resource Directory ... 64 ® |1 Mins. to Montrose
matenal, No manuscript retumed without SASE. Send to: l(-)LfJLtIZI)ght ..................................................... 22 @ L o e 66 o 5 Mins. to Hobby AP * Leasing : :
' (BhLL S . 24 ; i y $5C '
OutSmart Magazine - 5 : { B
3406 Audubon Place Movie Reviews 26 ® Active Civic Club Over 1 50 d'ﬁefen ; honored ohd
Houston, Texas 77006-4412 s . private billings for manyot “plans if you qualify
R Out Tales 28 ON THE COVER: z * Active Maritime Club Stephen Tompkins
FOR ADVERTISING OR EDITORIAL HIV/AIDS Watch ... 44 Cover Photo CENTURY 21 Bl
3300 Montrose Blvd. 526-7865

INFORMATION, PLEASE OUt TraVQl ................................................. 48 by Therega DiMenno
CALL 713/520-7237.
FAX NUMBER 713/522-3275.

FEATURED LISTING 3018 Pine Guly | Presidential Real Estate
Contemporary 2/2/2 on serene creek |  644-0084 Office Kroger Where It Costs Less To Get More

front lot. Central airfheat, fireplace, 490-4815 Pager

it ) : : Kroger is an equal opportunity employer.
built in 1980! $59,500 Reduced 645-5252 Residence g q p ty employ
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The Name Game

e: “What's in a Name" [OutSmart, 12/15/

95, by Debra Hunt]. In 1990, | had my birth

name legally changed from a conservative,
middle-class, Catholic, white-sounding name to
one that identifies who | really am with dignity and
accuracy.

As a result of that | 0-minute hearing in front
of a judge—and the supedative support of Debra
Hunt as my counsel—I| continue to feel freer and
truer to myself. | even celebrate my birthday now
on my new name day, July |0.

Many of us feel confined and constricted in
names someone else chose for us. Relabeling
myself to comply with truth-in-advertising has
helped me become the person | really want to be,

The process is almost effortless, and the
subsequent changes on driver's and professional
licenses, credit cards, and utility bills were easier for
me than refusing to change my name when |
married a man 25 years ago.

Thanks to OutSmart for a wonderful publica-
tion we can all be proud of, and thanks to Moore
& Hunt fer letting me be me!

—Esperanza Lavender Jazz Paz
Houston, Texas

if only we could arrest our aging processes to go along
with changing our birthdays, the whole concept would
be damn near perfect. Thanks for writing. —Editor

A Time to Tie

n response to last month's letter to the editor

by S.P.T., “Christmas Rush,” | would like to say,

"“Build a better mousetrap and the world will
beat a path to your door." This is the philosophy
on which a free-market economy is built. Rush
Limbaugh has captured this spirit and created an
amazing line of quality ties at around $35 each. |
love it when one of my liberal friends enthusiasti-
cally admires my “No Boundaries™ tie, only to have
their hopes dashed when | tum the tie over to
reveal the Rush Limbaugh label. Although it is clear
that S,P.T. thinks that Rush is an ".. .arrogant bigot

i 18 Y
of somethind, % qgastion®
e

51’9#@4 lo Z/;e 8&1‘04
OulSmant MW

3406 Audubon Place
Howslon, Texas 77006-4412

who constantly degrades women, those less finan-
cially endowed, African Americans, gays, Jews, the
disabled, or any other person which he is not.,.,"
| would beg to differ.

In September of 1993 | wrote to the Rush
Limbaugh newsletter, “l am writing to let you know
you have many gay fans. We are hard working, self-
motivated, entrepreneurial types who realize it will
be our own individual efforts that will make the
biggest difference in our lives and not some gov-
ernment program. | have wanted to wrte this
letter for a long time, but was afraid, not of
mainstream Amenca, but of the left." His gracious
reply (printed in his newsletter that goes to hun-
dreds ofthousands of his listeners who might have
otherwise stereotyped ALL homosexuals as a
bunch of whining liberals) was, ... You'are correct

* Welght reduction, body shaping, muscle toning
* Beginner to advanced levels
* Personalized-balanced programs

* 12 years experience In physical fitness
* Result orlented programs
* Excellent references upon request

THE ART OF FITNESS

Personal Fitness Consultant

Phone:

6 OutSmart ¥ January 15, 1996

713-938-BODY (2639

to be wary of the left, which would relegate you—
andall other cpposition—to the closet. Welcome,
by the way."

I have found that the people that hate Rush
the most are the people who have never actually
listened to his show ong enough to “get" his use
of sarcasm, hyperbole and double entendre. | have
consistently listened to his show for over five years
now (around |0 hours a week on average) and
have been thoroughly entertained and educated.
| don't think he is anti-gay (although | have heard
him criticize Queer Nation), | don't think he is anti-
woman (aithough | have heard him poke fun at
Bela Abzug), and | don't think he is anti-black
(although | have heard him satirize Jesse Jackson).
Rush has made one thing clear: His job is to obtain
the largest audience he possibly can, so that he can
charge confiscatory advertising rates. As a capitalist
(albeit a gay capitalist), | have to admire that.

—Tirey B, Counts
Houston, Texas

Like the old cliché goes—give a conservative an
amazing line of quality ties at around $35 each, and
eventually he'll hang himself with them. Thanks for
writing. —Editor

Is Help on the Way?

n January of the this year, our support of Annise

Parker for City Council showed Houston that

the day is coming soon that an openly gay or
lesbian candidate will be elected to City Council.
Her showing in the special election, far stronger
than anyone expected, was a wake-up call that the
gay community is active, organized, and willing to
vote. Help us now to continue delivering this
message.

In the surnmer of this year, a local Montrose
business, frequented by many in our community, *
asked a lesbian couple to leave their premises. The
reason: this business did not approve of a simple
kiss between same-sex couples, yet had no prob-
lem with such behavior between straight couples.
HGLPC stood up for this couple's rights when
othersin our own community remained silent. We
launched the Houston Non-Discrimination Zone
Project, asking that local businesses sign a pledge to
not discnminate against our community. With our
watchful eye on them, the offending business
signed on and apologized for their behavior, The
successful launching of this project brought atten-
tion from the national news media. Help us nowto
keep this vital project alive.

In early 1995, the Houston City Council, in a
disappointing vote, denied funding to Brentwood
Baptist Church to build housing for persons with
AIDS. Our elected representatives capitulated to
the moronic objections of persons who did not
want AlDS patients in their neighborhood because
“those people will lower our property values."
Members of HGLPC stood firmly against this
decision, making numerous appearances at Coun-
cil meetings voicing our objections and supporting
Brentwood's subsequent lawsuit against the city.
Council is ready to reconsiderthe decision and will
vote soon on new funding. Help us now to keep
this issue and other AIDS issues alive at City Hall.

Also in 1995, the Texas Legislature consid-
ered a change in the hate crimes law to specifically

include language to cover crimes committed against
gays and lesbians. HGLPC, working closely with
the Texas Gay Rights Lobby, supported this legis-
lation. Many caucus members travelled to Austin
to personally lobby. legislators. Ultimately, the
legislation was killed in the House, having already
passed in the Senate. The close vote gives us hope
that we can pass this bill in the next session. The
unfortunate fact is that we 15st on the vote of a
Houston area state representative. Help usnowto
lay the groundwork necessary to win this battle in
the next session.

In City Counci| elections, many of our en-
dorsed candidates won. In the District D race, our
endorsement of Jew Don Boney stirred contro-
versy. Yet, it proved to be the right decision. He
waonthat seat with the help of this community. We
will hold him, and all of Council, accountable for
their votes which affect gays and lesbians. Help us
now to accomplish this important task.

HGLPC celebrated its 20th anniversary this
year as the oldest gay and lesbian civil rights group
in Texas. As we have always strived to do, we
encouraged growth of other groups also commit-
tedto protecting the nights of our community. We
worked closely with the Texas Gay Rights Lobby,
of which we are a founding member. We initiated
a project between the caucus and Log Cabin
Republicans to identify voters at the precinct level
to run for precinct judge, giving gays and lesbians
a greater voice in the workings of both political
parties. We cosponsored community forums with
the new African American Lesbian and Gay Alli-
ance. Our members were instrumental in the
creation of the Qutvote Project, a nonprofit group
registering gays and lesbians to vote and encour-
aging their participation in the political process,
regardless of party or political affiliation. Help us
now to continue our efforts to support the grow-
ing voices of the gay and lesbian community.

The new year brings us many new challenges.
We have important elections in the spring and fall
of this year. Keep gay and lesbian issues before
both political parties by renewing your member-
ship today. Please join us at ourmeeting on January

3, 1996, at the HGLPC office at 2700 Albany (third
floor) at 7:30 p.m. as we kick off what will be, with
your help, our third decade of work on behalf of
gays and lesbians in Houston.
' —Terri Richardson

President, HGLPC
Houston, Texas

Jewish Gate Open

ince religion has frequently been used to

oppress gays and lesbians, your review of

denominational policies on homosexuality
[*Heaven’s Gate," OutSmart, 12/15/95] is a real
service to the community.

Yourdiscussion of jewish congregations, how-
ever, omits the most progressive branch of Juda-
ism: the Reconstructionist movement. The Hous-
ton Jewish Reconstructionist Havurah is a small
congregation of approximately 65 familjes, Qur
membership reflects the larger community in which
we live. It includes families with children, singles,
gays, lesbians, interfaith couples, Jews by birth, and
Jews by choice.

The organization is run by volunteers with the
help of part-time rabbinical leadership. During our
10-year history, rabbinical leadership has been
both lesbian and straight; similarly, our member-

ship and officers have been some mixture of gay,
straight, and lesbian (as well as married, single,
female, male, young, old, etc.) working together to
grow Jewishly.

Reconstructionist Judaism honors tradition,
andwe interpret tradition to create new forms and
meanings. Our denomination was founded by
Mordecai Kaplan in the 1930s; his daughter was
the first-ever Bat Mitzvah in |922.

All people are created in the image of our
Creator. All are welcome in our congregation to
study, pray, and perform acts of justice that can
repair the world (tikkun olam). We organize peri-
odic weekend Shabbaton (the next will be the first
weekend in February), monthly Saturday services,
holiday celebrations, adutt and family study groups,
and celebrate life passages together: births, deaths,
sickness, marmage, divorce, etc.

Readers who are interested in learning more
about ourcongregation should call 71 3/728-5050.

—Craig M, Oettinger
Past-President, Houston Reconstructionist Havurah
Houston, Texas

THE BOOK HOUSE

USED BOOKS FOR
THE MONTROSE

COMMUNITY.
1643 RICHMOND

& COFFEE, OF COURSE.
524-0992

Sweets for your sweet!
Valentine gifts from $3 to $50!

Incredible Desserts. Great Coffee.
Cool Art. Fun Gifts.

3200 Kirby Drive (Entrance on Lake Street)
(713) 522-9999 Fax (713) 522-5511

M-W llam-6pm, Th 11am-11pm,
Fri-Sat 11am-12am

ALWAYS THE ¥{2s¢ DIAMOND
;oe THE . owess PRICE

: ﬂ'ﬁeﬂéyw dion
- ma them_y difference

Caralcm
JEWELERS

1200 McKinney = Suite 447
Houston, TX 77010 713/659-2777

CORDELL & HALEY, LLD.

Attorneys at Law
1712 Fairview Suite 1 o Houston, TX 77C06

Employment Law
Consumer Litigation
Dersonal Injury
Wills

Christine .. Cordell Sheila R. Haley

5222488

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

CAFE MAISON
COFFEE ROASTERY

Houston's only gay owned &
operated coffee roaster).

2089 WESTHEIMER AT SHEPHERD
(713) 528-6750
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L'Art Erotique, the sixth aninual St. Valentine's Day Romantic Art Sale,
romantic imagination in the grand tradition of Rodin,
Palmer. The event, benefiting Omega House, will be

. will feature paintings, watercolors, sculptures, and photography that pique one's
Rubens, and Renoir. Also available will be the 1996 AIDS Benefit Calendar with photographs by Jeff
held February || from 5-8 pm at R.EF. Studios, 1305 Fariview. Tickets: $10. Details: 713/370-0595.

Ifyou are part of a group or have a function that you
would like listed in our calendar, please send an
announcement by the Ist of the month to: CALEN-
DAR EDITOR, OutSmart Magazine, 3406 Audu-
bon, Houston, TX 77006. Inclusion in the calendar
is based upon general interest to our readers, space
availability, and the whims of the editorial staff.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
AND MEETINGS

16 DATING & MATING:Erotic Choices
in Safer Sex Workshop explores the options of
safer sex and sensuality through discussion and

games, 7-9 pm, Metropolitan Multiservice Center,
1475 W. Gray, 713/524-2374,

PRIDE COMMITTEE OF HOUSTON, gen-

eral meeting and social hour, 6:30 pm, 2700 Albany,
529-6979.

17 THE FITNESS CONNECTION,
discussion and demonstration of personal exercise
programs for all persons with HIV/AIDS at any level
of ability, 7-9 pm, Metropolitan Multiservice Cen-
ter, 1475 W, Gray, 713/524-2374.

MEN'S NETWORK for gay and bisexual men,
topic: Shame, Pride, and Points in Between by Miles
Glaspy, 7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling Center, 701
Richmond, 713/529-0037.

19 LESBIANS IN BUSINESS, 6 pm,
Innova Building, 20 Greenway Plaza, 713/529-0077.

20 LESBIANS: TO YOUR HEALTH,
workshops, breast cancer screenings, booths, re-
freshments, entertainment, 9 am-4 pm, Metropoli-
tan Multiservice Center, 1475 West Gray. Call
Inklings at 713/521-3369 for information or to
schedule a mammogram.

20-21 AUDITIONS FOR GAY SOAP
OPERA, Three Point Productions is producing a
Houston-based gay soap opera and want actors ages
20-50 for a wide variety of gay and straight roles,
Plaza 9200, 9200 Buffalo Speedway. For an appoint-
ment to audition, please send headshot and resume
to: Three Point Productions, P.O. Box 7087 |, Hous-
ton, TX 77270-0871 or call 713/445-7500.

22 LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS of
Houston general meeting, 7 pm, Sierra Grill, 4704
Montrose, 713/529-9100.

23 NAMES PROJECT VOLUNTEER -

MEETING, 7 pm, The NAMES Project Houston,
2410 Woodhead, 713/52-NAMES.

AIDS EQUITY LEAGUE, 12 noon, Charlie’s
Restaurant, | 100 Westheimer, 713/871-0092.

LOVE, LUST, & INTIMACY, explores the op-
tions of safer sex and sensuality through discussion
and games, 7-9 pm, Metropolitan Multiservice Cen-
ter, 1475 W. Gray, 713/524-2374.

24 WOMEN'S NETWORK for lesbian
and bisexual women, 7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling
Center, 701 Richmond, 713/529-0037.

25 SAFER SEX FOR LESBIANS, semi-
nar sponsored by AIDS Foundation Houston and
presented by Nancy Ford, 9:30 pm, Plaza 9200,
9200 Buffalo Speedway, 713/666-3464.

DOLLARS & SENSE, a panel workshop, reviews
legal and financial matters concerning people living
with HIV/AIDS, 7-9 pm, Metropolitan Multiservice
Center, 1475 W. Gray, 713/524-2374,

30 HIV/AIDS TREATMENT MIXER,
open forum for sharing information, 7-9 pm, 2700
Albany, Suite 205, 713/527-8219.

31 KEEPING IT TOGETHER (in a
World Falling Apart), workshop on coping with
stress and loss issues for people ‘living with or
affected by HIV/AIDS, 7-9 pm, Metropolitan
Multiservice Center, 1475 W, Gray, 713/524-2374.

3-4 AN AWFULLY BIG ADVEN-
TURE, starring Hugh Grantas a bitchy gay theater
directorin 1940s London, 7:30 pm, Rice Media
Center, University Blvd. at Stockton Street (En-
trance #8), 713/527-4853.

4 PFLAG general meeting, 2 pm, St
Francis Episcopal Church, 345 Piney Point Road.
PFLAG Houston Helpline: 713/867-9020.

5 GREATER HOUSTON GAY &
LESBIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, first
official dinner/speaker meeting, membershipisopen
to all, 6:30 pm, Doubletree Hotel, 400 Dallas, 713/
523.7576.

6 HIVCOMMUNITY CAUCUS, pub-
lic round-table discussion of HIV/AIDS concerns for
all affected individuals, 6:30-7:30 pm, 811 Westhei-
mer, Suite 203.

PRIDE COMMITTEE OF HOUSTON, execu-
tive meeting, 6:30 pm, 2700 Albany, 529-6979.

7 HOUSTON GAY & LESBIAN PO-
LITICAL CAUCUS, 7:30 pm, 2700 Albany, 3rd
floor, 713/521-1000.

MEN'S NETWORK for gay and bisexual men,
topic: Challenges of Gay Fatherhood by Lawrence
Katz, 7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling Center, 701
Richmond, 713/529-0037.

8 MONTROSE ICE PICKS for lesbian/
gay ice skaters, 8-10 pm, Galleria Ice Rink, admission
is $4.75 plus $2 for skates, 713/629-1432,

BACK TO BASICS, panel discussion explains the
basic understanding of HIV medical approaches, lab
tests, and treatment information, 7-9 pm, Metro-
politan Multiservice Center, 1475 W. Gray, 713/
524-2374.

9 ASTRO RAINBOW ALLIANCE
FOR THE DEAF, general meeting, 7:30 pm,
Montrose Clinic, 215 Westheimer, 713/869-2287
via Texas Relay |1-800-735-2988.

9-11 AIDS MASTERY WORKSHOP,
confidential weekend workshop for HIV-positive
individuals or their family encouraging self-expres-
sion and introspection, registration required, 713/
523-8711.

il TRACKS IN THE WILDERNESS
OF DREAMING, Robert Bosnak, author of Dream-
ing with an AIDS Patient, will speak on his new book
and on dream analysis and interpretation, 3-5 pm,
Jung Center, 5200 Montrose, 713/524-8253. Co-
sponsored by Montrose Counseling Center.

13 HOUSTON GAY & LESBIAN
PARENTS Support Group, MCCR library, 1919
Decatur, 7-8:30 pm, 713/980-7995.

THE NUTRITION DIFFERENCE, workshop
focusing on the impact of exercise and good nutri-
tional habits for people with HIV/AIDS, 7-9 pm,
Metropolitan Multiservice Center, 1475 W. Gray,
713/524-2374.

AIDS EQUITY LEAGUE, 12 noon, Charlie's
Restaurant, | 100 Westheimer, 713/871-0092.

14 THE MIND/BODY CONNEC-
TION explores wellness and the many alternatives
to Western medicine for the treatment of HIV
disease, 7 pm, Metropolitan Multiservice Center,
1475 W. Gray, 713/623-6796.

WOMEN’S NETWORK for lesbian and bisexual
women, 7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling Center, 701
Richmond, 713/529-0037.

J heater

A.D. PLAYERS, Grace Theater, 2710 W. Ala-
bama, 713/526-2721. Feb.9-March | 7: Summerhope.

ALLEY THEATRE, 615 Texas Ave., 713/228-
8421. Through Feb. 10: Antony and Cleopatra and
Julius Caesar.

THE COMPANY ONSTAGE, 536 Westbury
Square, 713/726-1219. Jan. 26-March 2: Foxfire.

COUNTRY PLAYHOUSE, 12802 Queensbury,
713/467-4497. Through Feb. 3: The Musical Comedy
Murders of 1940.

ENSEMBLE THEATRE, 4212 Main, 713/520-
0063. Jan. 25-March 10: Miss Dessa.

HOUSTONBROADWAY SERIES, Jones Hall,
713/629-3700. April 2-7: Ain't Misbehavin' with The
Pointer Sisters.

HOUSTONSKYLINE THEATER, 1617 Fannin,
713/759-0701. Through Feb. 24: Toyer. '

MAIN STREET THEATRE, 2540 Times Blvd,,
713/524-6706. Through Feb. 4; With and Without
Feb. 7-17: Pride and Prejudice.

NEW HEIGHTS THEATRE, 339 West |9th,
713/869-8927. Through Jan. 28: Piaf.

RADIO MUSIC THEATRE, 2623 Colquitt, 713/
522-7722. Jan. 18-Feb. 3 |: Forever Hold Your Peace!

THEATRE SUBURBIA, 1410 West 43rd, 713/
682-3525. Through Feb, 3: Murder in Green Mead-
ows.

THEATRE UNDER THE STARS, Music Hall,
713/622-TUTS. Feb. 2-18: Carousel.

Madio & TV

AFTER HOURS: (Radio) Saturdays, midnight to 3
am. Featuring the QMZ (Queer Music Zone) with
Jimmy Caper. KPFT 90.1 FM.

LESBIAN & GAY VOICES: (Radio) Thursdays, 9-
|1 pm. Features news, music, interviews, reviews, and
commentary. KPFT 90.1 FM.

GAY 90s: (TV) presented by Monticello Entertain-
ment. Other times are listed in local television guides
under Public Access Cable (PAC) channels. For more
information, call 713/949-3119.

OUT!INHOUSTON: (TV) presented by The Agora
on Public Access Cable (PAC). Showtimes are listed in
local television guides under PAC channels.

Your Wedding Should be
Extraordinary, =

By George!
Catering by George can accommodate your

every need to help make your wedding as
personal and spegidl as you deserve.

We prepare classic and innovative menus,
custom cakes and exquisite presentations
designed to complement your unique tastes.
For ease and convenience, we can
provide professional service staff; floral
atrangements, rental. equipment, props,

invitations and even travel arrangements.

Our expetienced, full-service wedding and
party planning staff will assist inevery way
to make your planning easy and enjoyable.

For yout personalized event v;.élWork -' ;
closely with many specialty event
~facilities, mcludings
The Majestic Metro
Refurhished 1920° movie thcauc

The Lovert nm
“Trendy Montrose bed & breakfast

La Maison Jardin =~ :
Country Frenchhome surrounded by 3 acres

CATERING

DY
GEORGE
713 699%‘1’6_"93

506 NORTH LOOP EAST
HOUSTON; TEXAS 77009

AIDS TALK HOUSTON: (TV) Public Access Cable
(PAC). Showtimes are listed in local television guides
under PAC channels,

LIFE. .. TODAY: (TV) Public Access Cable (PAC).
Showtimes are listed in local television guides under
PAC channels.

FEM TV: Public Access Cable (PAC). Showtimes are
listed in local TV guides under PAC channels.
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Ungoing

20 SOMETHING, a social group for adults, ages 20
to 29, addresses Issuas concerning bisexual, lesbian,
and gay individuals, For more information, contact Jeff
or Cindy at 713/315-6786,

AIDS ALLIANCE OF THE BAY AREA, support
group for those infected and affected, Tuesdays, 7-8:30
pm, 7511 El Camino Real, #159, 713/488-4492.

AIDS MASSAGE PROJECT, sponsored by AIDS
Foundation Houston's Wellness Program, call jeffery at
713/768-4267 for an appointment.

ANTI-HOMOPHOBIA ALLIANCE, an organiza-
tion dedicated to ending the irrational fear and general
dislike of gay and lesbian people, harnesses support
from a cross-section of the gay and non-gay population
through the use of dialogue, educational workshops,
and advertising, and by using effective activism based on
non-violence, intelligence, and common sense. For
more information, call 713/659-818]1.

THE ART LEAGUE OF HOUSTON is offering
free art classes for people with HIV. The ongoing
course meets every Thursday and Friday from |-4 pm.
Among other media, the course offers lessons in
painting, printmaking, and ceramics on a rotating basis.
For information, call Patrick Palmer at 713/523.881 7.

BINET (Bisexual Network of Houston), Wed., 7 pm,
MCCR Church, 1919 Decatur, 713/861-9149,

CAFE MAISON COFFEE ROASTERY, 2089
Westheimer, 713/528-6750, is the only gay-owned and
-operated coffee roastery in Houston, Live music every
Friday and Saturday nights. Thursday night is singles

night/movie night. Sunday is open mic night hosted by
Somewhere South.

CROSSROADS is a support group for gays and
lesbians who are currently in full-time church work,
have been in the past, or are pursuing their calling, It is
not exclusively for pastors, but is open to chaplains,
administrators, musicians or music-, youth- and educa-
tional-directors, Meets the third Saturday of each
month. Call 713/681-9082 for meeting date, time, and
place.

DELTA LAMBDA PHI is a Social Fraternity at the
University of Houston that does not discriminate on
the basis of sexual orientation. Interested members of
the University of Houston should contact 713/597-
2673 for more information,

DIGNITY HOUSTON, dedicated to the welfare of
gay and lesbian Catholics and their friends, meets
g;;uzrdays at 7:30 pm, 1307 Yale, Suite H, 713/880-

THE DIZINGER FOUNDATION offers free
classes in art and photography to HIV-positive indi-
viduals, The foundation also gives grants to people for
their completed works. 713/522-8660.

EMPOWERMENT FOR LIVING, 2 weekly HIV-
positive and negative support program and potluck
supper, Tuesdays, 6 pm, MCCR, 1919 Decatur. For
more information, call 713/861-9149,

FIST (FEMALES IN SEARCH OF TROUBLE) s
asocial group of women who explore the S/M, B/D, and
fetish lifestyle. Monthly meetings and social events.
Write: P.O. Box 20127, Houston, TX 77255-0217 or
call 713/781-3567.

GAY AND LESBIAN HEALTH PROFESSION-
ALS meets monthly, providing socials, speakers, net-
working, and practitioner referral line. For information
or a referral, call 713/523-4700.

GAY & LESBIAN PARENTS SUPPORT
GROUP meets to discuss issues pertaining to today's
gay families. If you have children or plan to have
children, our support group can help with issues like
coming out, ex-spouse problems, step relationships,
etc. Meets at MCCR, 1919 Decatur, the second Tues.
day of every month from 7-8:30 pm, 713/980-7995.

GAY FATHERS of Houstonisa support group of gay
men who meet every Monday, 8-9:30 pm at Grace
Lutheran Church, 2515 Waugh, to discuss problems
gay fathers share, For more information or directions,
call 713/861-6181.

GLOBAL (Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Alliance at the
University of Houston) is a social, political, and support
group for the university GLB populationand its support-
ers. Everyone is welcome. The group meets weekly on
Wednesdaysat4 pminthe University Center. For more
information, call Richard Parent at 71 3/743-76%90.

PICTURE THIS o

HEARTSONG WOMEN'S CHORUS rehearses
at 7 pm on Mondays on the third floor of the First
Unitarian Church, 5200 Fannin at Southmore. New
and former members welcome! Call 713/947- 1488 for
information.

HIV SURVIVOR SUPPORT GROUP for anyone
whose life is touched by HIV. Meetings include a
refaxing meditation, information about community
resources, and occasional speakers. The group meets
Wednesdays from 7 to 9 pm at Unity Church of
Christianity, 2929 Unity Drive at Hilcroft. For further
information, please call 713/782-4050,

THE HOMELESS PET PLACEMENT LEAGUE
is a nonprofitanimal welfare organization that rescues
and rehabilitates stray and abandoned cats and dogs.
To inquire about volunteering, foster care, or adopt-
ing, call 713/862-PETS.

HOPE PROJECT (HIV, Outreach, Prevention, and
Education) provides HIV/AIDS information to the
African-American community. Board meetingsare held
every second VWednesday of the month. Contact the
HOPE line at 713/935-2393 for more information.

HOUSTON AREA TEEN COALITION OF HO-
MOSEXUALS (HATCH) is open to gays and lesbi-
ans, age 15-21, meets Fridays from 7:30-10 pm and
Sundays from 6:30-9 pm, call 713/942-7002 for loca-
tion and information.

HOUSTON OUTDOORGROUP isasocial group
for gay men and lesbians who enjoy the outdoors.
Activities include camping, hiking, horseback riding,
canoeing, etc. Day trips, weekend trips (typically a two-
to four-hour drive from Houston) and extended trips
to places such as Wyoming, Canada, and the Cayman
Islands. Call 713/KAMP-OUT or write to P.O. Box
980893, Houston, TX 77098,

HOUSTON PRIDE BAND provides musical enter-
rinment for the lesbian and gay community. They are
seeking musicians of all skill levels and instrumentation.
Rehearsals are held at Dignity Houston, 1307 Yale on
Wednesdays from 7-9 pm. Contact Russell at 713/524-
0218 or e-mail HousTxBand @aol.com.

HOUSTON TENNIS CLUB, an affiliate member
of the Gay and Lesbian Tennis Association, welcomes
men and women of all ages and skill levels. They meet
Wednesdays and Fridays from 7:30-9 pm and Sundays
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from 9 am-12 noon at Memorial Park Tennis Center.
To join, call Bobby Riggins at 713/868-5039.

BE PROJECT isan ecumenical outreach to gays,
::sobll;ns. and ol!her sexual minorities modeled after the
ministry of St. Francis of Assisi. Potluck and commu-
nity-concern programs, first Thursdays, 7 pm; Healing
Service, second Thursdays, 7 pm; Crossdressers Sup-
port Group, Tuesdays, 8 pm; Splritua.l Dlrecdc?n by
appointment; HIV/AIDS hospital chaplaincy. For infor-
mation, call 713/522-8182.

LIVING IN PROCESS GROUPS: Ongoing mixed
group for men and women three Wednesday evenings
per month. Ongoing gay men's group three Thursday
evenings per month. Recovery, healing, and transfor-
mation are possible, Based on the work by Anne
Wilson-Schaef. Call Eric Mayo at Living in Process
Southwest for more information—713/622-7250.

LONESTARNUDIST GROUP for gay or bisexual
men who wish to share nude experiences together.
We currently have 72 members in the Houston area.
Singles and lovers welcome. Monthly meetings. Nude
soclal events, massage group, and out-of-town gather-
ings. Call 713/866-8847 for more information.

MEDITATION AND CHANTING GROUP
meets every Thursday at 7 pm. Call Alan at 713/942-
0923 for more information.

MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER offers
numerous counseling groups, including groups for men
and women living with HIV, people in recovery, lesbian
survivors of cancer, survivors of sexual abuse, people
living with chronic pain, lesbian survivors of domestic
violence, and many more. For more information, con-
tact (24 hrs.) 713/529-0037.

NEXT STEP is a free confidential program of infor-
mation and medical testing for persons who are HIV
positive. Provided by Montrose Clinic. Call 713/520-
2000 for schedule and to register.

OUTVOTE, a nonprofit organization dedicated to
registering, educating, and motivating our community
to vote, meets at 7 pm the third Wednesday of the
month at the Multiservice Center, 1475 W. Gray. For
more information, call 713/520-VOTE or 713/522-
9837.

PRIME TIMERS HOUSTON, promotes social ac-
tivities for the older gay and bisexual male, Some of the
activities they participate in are theater, dining out,
movies, pot luck dinners, card games, and weekend
daytrips. For more information, call 713/867-3903.

PROTECT (People Respecting Ourselves Through
Establishing Community and Trust), an HIV-negative
support group, provides a safe place to share experi-
ences, strengths, and hopes in an effort to remain HIV
negative. Tuesdays, 7-8:30 pm, Bering Church, 1440
Harold. For information, call Marty at 713/520-7870.

Q-PATROL, an organization dedicated to the pre-
vention of hate crimes against gays and lesbians, patrols
the bar areas in Montrose and are always looking for
volunteers. If you have at least one Friday or Saturday
night per month you can donate to the protection of
gays and lesbians, please call 713/528-SAFE (7233).

RAINBOW RANGLERS, a gay country and west-
ern dance club, promotes Texas-style couple dancing.
They teach beginning level dance every Thursday at
8:30 pm and advanced level dance every Wednesday at
7 pm at the Brazos River Bottom, 2400 Brazos. Dance
classes are free and open to the public. Call 713/880-
0670 for information,

RICE GALA (Gay and Lesbian Alumni Association)
actively seeks gay and lesbian alumni of Rice University.
Contact Neal Tannahill ac 713/526-6718 for more
information.

SOUTHERN COUNTRY HOUSTON promotes
pride and unity while providing country and western
dance lessons, exhibitions, and charity events to benefit

service organizations in the Houston area, Free dance
lessons are offered every Tuesday at The Ranch, Plaza
9200, 9200 Buffalo Speedway. For more information,
write to P.O. Box 1502, Houston, TX 77252-1502.

SELF-HYPNOSIS FOR IMPROVING HEALTH
AND ATTITUDE, hypnotherapist T. C. LeNormand
of Behavioral Dynamics teaches self-hypnosis tech-
niques for stress reduction and desired behavioral
changes for a healthier, happier life, two conseguﬁve
Thursdays. Call 713/789-07 |3 to register.

TEAM HOUSTON FOR THE GAMES, INC. isa
non-profit organization formed to educate and ir?fprm
all people about gay and lesbian sports competitions
and to encourage participation in the Gay Games and
Cultural Festival. The next Gay Games will take place
in Amsterdam, August 1-8, 1998. For more informa-
tion, write to Team Houston, P.O. Box 66405, Hous-
ton, TX 77266-6405 or call 713/935-1060.

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR TRANSEXUAL
SUPPORT (TATS) isa peer support group devoted
to serving the emotional, social, and educational negds
of TransGendered persons, their partners, families,
and friends. For more information, call 713/827-5913
or write to TATS, P.O. Box 142, Bellaire, TX 77401.

TEXAS GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION is a non-
profit organization, with chapters in Austin, Dallas, Fort
Worth, San Antonio, and Houston, that promotes and
stages an annual rodeo event as well as engaging in
fundraising activities throughout the year. For more
information on the Houston chapter, write to P.O. Box
130585, Houston, TX 77219 or call 713/777-1444.

GAY, LESBIAN & BISEXUAL VETERANS OF
AMERICA, Houston Chapter. Location and times of
meetings as announced. Write to GLBVA, P.O. Box 66706,
Houston, TX 77266-6706. Phone/Fax: 713/951-9925.

TEXAS HUMAN RIGHTS FOUNDATION, a
statewide, not-for-profit legal agency, advocates on
behalf of the lesbian, gay, and HIV community and
publishes the booklet AIDS and the Law: Knoy Your
Rights. If you feel you have been discriminated againston
the basis of sexual orientation or HIV status and need
legal advice or attorney referral, call their toll-free
number, [-800-828-6417.

WOMEN'S ACTION COALITION (WAC)isan
alliance of women committed to directaction onissues
affecting the rights of all women, Wednesdays, 7 pm at
Toopees. P.O. Box 131 148, Houston, TX 77219-1148,
voice mail 713/867-9581.

Don't miss
OutSmart's

issue coming
February 15!

; COHEN COUNSELING
Addictions Therapy

9 * Drug and alcohol abuse/dependency
| Treatment of: * Out-patient detox

- Couples coping with addiction

+ Gambling addiction

Individual, Family and Group Therapies Available
| Lauren Cohen, LCDC, CADAC, CCGC, NCACI
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Swilley & Hudson

& ASSOCIATES INC. - REALTORS

Montrose Office located at

704 Hawthorne
The Dynamic Duo !

Linda Hidson

Houston's Oldest & Largest Company
Serving the Gay & Lesbian Community

Barbara Alexander

Ask for Barbara or Linda...

713 52(-8888
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€ay Youth

(The HLAT.C11. Newsletter, Dec95/Tan96, information courtesy of Gay and Lesbian Stats)

* According to Kinsey, 28% of boys and 17% of girls have one or more same-
fore age 20.

's g(nz);ﬁefgte:?;z; :ﬁd lesbigan youths are forced to leave home on account of

conflicts with their families about being gay. ) ol

* Nationally, there were more than 100 gay and lesbian support groups in high

schools as of 1993.

$ophomore at Mlemorial
HMigh $chool

(ANVIL, 3/10/95, Kamon Naddaf)

“Many heterosexual students have mixed
feelings about homosexuality and gay
teenagers at school. Some are bothered
by the fact of being at school with gays
and find it conflicts with their religious
beliefs: ‘I don't think homosexuality is
right. God made two sexes so they could
be together, not for two people of the
same sex to be together. It surprises me
thatsome people at our school think they
are homosexual at such a young age. At
their age, | really don’t think they know
what they're talking about.’ " [1995]

Cay Kids
(The Advocate, 1/23/96)

“[In January 1995] A study published in the journal Developmental Psychol-
ogyfinds that boys who regularly play with girls' dolls and wear feminine attire
have a 75% chance of growing up gay. Another study in the same journal

suggests a link between exposure in the womb to the synthetic estrogen DES
and lesbianism.”

$eniorat Mlemorial
HMigh $chool

(ANVIL, 3/10/95, Kamon Naddaf)

“At Memorial [High School], |
think that most of the students
are very narrow-minded and
ignorant about homosexuality.
They probably haven't been
exposed to it very much. |
was appalled to find out that
one of my fellow students
thought that | was gay because
I went to an Indigo Girls
concert; | am not. It's sad
how our school is so homo-
phobic.” [1995]

actor who appeared on the now-cancelled
My So-Called Life) practices what he preaches.

Matthew Modine

(The Advocate, 8&9/93, Linda Simpson)

“Modine grew up strongly influenced by his older
hippie brothers, and his viewpoints have a defi-
nite '60s feel: open-minded, empathetic, wary of
government and big business. A bonafide het-
erosexual (damn!), Modine is completely relaxed
talking about gay people.

'l know from my childhood that people sus-
pected of being gay are bashed and taunted. You
would just think that as we get older that that sort
of schoolboy behaviorends. It never stops; people
carry that all the way to their political positions, all
the way to the White House, that kind of stupidity.’
..."His commitment to the AIDS cause is, well,
tribal: ‘If we consider ourselves to be in tribes,’ he
says, ‘and I'm in a theatrical tribe, my tribe has
been decimated. Too many people than | care to
count have died.” " [1993] .

Matthew Modine (pictured
here in 1992's WIND) doesn’t
practice schoolboy behavior.
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Wilson Cruz (the young openly gay

OCIT
oles

Compiled by
Blase DiStefano

——a\ -

'Ommy Kil‘k (teenage film star in the late '50s)
(Movieline, 12/92, The Hollywood Kids)

[1992] Hollywood Kids: It's rumored that
around 1964 you were fired by Walt Disney
over some shocking scandal. True?

Kirk: I've never spoken about this publicly be-
fore. [Long pause] | was caught having sex with
a boy at a public pool in Burbank. We were both
young, and the boy’s mother went to Walt. | was
quickly fired.

What was your social life like during that
time, the mid-'60s?

Allmy social life was underground gay. Itwas my
own life. | kept it separate from work, where |
went on publicity dates with Annette [Funicello]
and Roberta Shore.

Wilson @ruz
(Art & Understanding, JunJul/95, Glenn Gaylord)

Glenn Gaylord: A lot of young people feel
thatgetting AIDS is inevitable, so why should
they practice safer sex?

Cruz (1995, at the age of 21 J: That's the thing.
They are seeing so many of their older peers,
gay or lesbian, straight, whatever, dying...so
many thatit's almost subliminal that at one point
you are going to die of AIDS,

How would you counter that?

Thae facts are that we can only look at the
statistics of what has happened. We have the
power to change those numbers. Statistics only
tell you what has happened. They can’t tell you
what will happen. And that's how you have to go
about it. Knowledge is power, and we have to
use that knowledge to get rid of this already.
Time to move on to the next struggle.

e

Cybill Shepherd *
(pictured here with her §
daughter Clementine)
practices what she
preaches.

Sybill
$hepherd

(Art & Understanding, JanFeb/95, Nick Stecle) ;

“| couldn’t live with myself if | didn't take the stands I've takep.
It breaks my heart to contemplate the loss of human potential
for reasons of skin color, religion, heritage, sex or sexual
orientation. | want my children and America’s chll_dren to be
everything they can be. Practicing what you preach is the most
influential lesson for children. | tell them, ‘It's not the sex of the
person you choose to love, it's how you qhoose to love that
person.’ | think our culture is so homophobic, that we all have
to confront that in ourselves. There is no excuse for that kind of
attitude.” [1995]

Boy George (pictured here when he was yith
Culture Club in 1983) at one time practiced
not being a father.

Boy
€eorge

(People, 9/19/94, Mary Huzinec)

“Citing insufficient evidence, British magistrates on Aug. 30

[1994]threw out a patemity suit against singer Boy Qeorge, 33

[now 34]. Last September [1993]an unnamed Californiawoman,

seeking financial support for her 8-year-old son, sued the lead

singer of the 1980s group Culture Club. The singer, whose real
nameis George O’Dowd, is openly gay and said he could be the

father only in the event of a ‘virgin birth. " [1994]

=
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NEARTOWN

WEST UNIVERSITY—Excep-
tional 8-year-old home built by
Singleton. 3/3 with Kitchen/Den
combo. Fireplace, Tile Floors,
Quality Construction. $240's.

MONTROSE—New Orleans-style
townhouse with large patio, 2-2'4,french
doors, parquet floors. Best Buy, $90%.

WESTLAWN

L]l TERRACE —Gorgeous
5 brick bungalow with garage
apt., remodeled kitchen with
customs cabinets, white appli-
ances, 2 bedrooms and den,
il Large garage apt. for addi-
tional income. $160's.

Medical Center Estate |
on almost 2 acres.
Grand Formals, Den, 5
Bedrooms, 3'4 Baths,
Master has sitting room,
Pool and Quarters. pa..
$690's.

| WOODLAND HEIGHTS—

Just remodeled with all new
| Litchen with custom cabinets, 2
new baths, 2 bedrooms, great
closets. Like New! $120's.

VASSAR—Adorable bun-
galow with meticulous
workmanship, 2/1, refinished
hardwoods, faux finishes, re-
cessed lighting, Built-ins,
Decking. $120%.

NEARTOWN

i i !
Specializing in distinctive inner loop properties for over |7 years!

713/523-4000
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A policy for life,
for living,
We think life Insurance should be
about life. It's our policy. When
you're HIV, selling a policy may
help. Being gay, we are your
settlement company and your

friends. Your business is our
business, and no one else’s,

Everyday. we invest in life.
we invest in you.

PAGE

Call us. and ask about
A Better Benefit for Life Program.

1-800-259-0603

“A MUST SEE!”

Howard Feinstein, OUT MAGAZINE
“AMONG
THE GREAT
INTERNATIONAL

FILMS about

coming out.”

Ewaumal Leey, THE ADVOCATE

— WILD REEDS
Greenway3 "y maseien v

5 Groenway Plaza + 6260402

Visit MOVIENET at htip://www.movienet.com

AND WE’LL DROP
' THE PRICE.

r———————1

U Pesre e Visiow Broress
50% OFF I Gusxnumml

1200 McKinney
The Park Shops

713-651-1455

Mention this ad for

all frames. Complete pair
purchase required.

!-Not valid with any other offer.

Update on Attacker of
Two Houston Women

The. perpetrator in the November 1995 daytime attack on two
women in the Randall's parking lot at | 17| | W. Bellfort has been located.
Although a referral to the Harris County District Attomey will be made
by the Houston Police Department detective investigating the crimes, no
charges have been filed because the man responsible is claiming that one
of the women initiated the violence between the parties.

Anyone having additional information on this matter which occurred
on November 26, 1995, around noon or 12:30 pm, is asked to contact
attomey Clyde Williams, 1314 Texas Avenue, Suite 712, Houston, TX
77002. Phone 713/236-0064 or fax 713/236-0459.

“Hats Off to the Montrose Clinic”

If ever there was a good time to go outside the loop, it will be on
Fe‘br.uafy Il at 6:30 pm. That's the date set for “Hats Off to the Montrose
Clinic," a gala fundraiser at City Streets on Richmond Avenue in the former
Windsor Plaza. In addition to a silent auction featuring hats donated by
celebrities, entertainment will be provided by Robin Borthwick and Kathy
Drake, Nancy Ford, Clay Howell, the Spectrum '96 Dancers, and a host

g (o)ftzw(e)(r)gouston favorites. For sponsor tickets and information, call 713/

Submissions Sought for Anthology
of Lesbian “First Time” Stories

Alyson Publications is seeking contributions to Early Embraces, a new
book of true, first-person stories by wormen describing their first consen-
sual same-sex experience. The book is intended to provide an intrguing
look at the myriad ways that lesbians begin the process of exploring their
sexuality, whether at age 13 or 30.

Thg book is scheduled for release this year, with deadline for
submissions being March 30, 1996. For guidelines, send a stamped, self-
addressed envelope to Early Embraces Guidelines, Alyson Publications
P.O. Box 4371, Los Angeles, CA 90078, :

World’s First Gay/Lesbian
Medical Journal to Be Launched

The.Gay and Lesbian Medical Association (GLMA), the bi-national gay
and lesbian health advocacy group, announced today that it will launch the
Joumnal of the Gay and Lesbian Medical Association. The publication—the
world's first peer-reviewed, multi-disciplinary, scholarly journal dedicated
to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered health—uwill begin publishing
in early 1997,

The Joumnal, to be published by Plenum Publishing Corporation of
New York, will specialize in original clinical research, but will also publish
review articles, brief reports, topical essays, and news in the fields of lesbian
gnd gay health. Topics to be addressed include HIV, gynecology, mental
!Ilness, sexually transmitted diseases, oncology, and a broad range of other
Issues covering the spectrum of medical and allied health specialties,
The Journal will be distributed quarterly to GLMA members and to

others interested in subscribing. For subscription informiation, contact

Susan Stone, development directorat GLMA, 2| | Church Street, Suite C,
San Francisco, CA 941 14; phone 415/255-4547 or fax 415/255-4784.
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Lesbian Health Initiative
Sponsors First Health Fair

a nonprofit organization, completed

and distributed the results of an im-
portant survey of Houston-area lesbian,
bisexual, and transgendered women of di-
vergent cultural and ethnic backgrounds.
The results of this bilingual survey voiced
the opinion of more than 650 respondents
with respect to their health and heathcare
needs for the near future. From these re-
sponses, LHI has designed Lesbians '96:
To Our Health! Lesbians 96: A Tu Salud!,
intended to celebrate lesbian health in the
new year of 1996. It will be held Saturday,
January20,9 am-4 pm, at the Metropolitan
Multi-Service Center, 1475 West Gray, in
the Montrose area.

LHTI’s goal for Houston’s first lesbian
health fair is to address the healthcare
needs of women in the Houston commu-
nity, as assessed by the 1995 LHI survey.
This includes providing a locally based

I n 1995, the Lesbian Health Initiative,

community service by organizing work-
shops on a variety of health-related topics,
educating and providing literatureon heath
and wellness, blood screening, natural and
alternative health screening, risk factor
screening, and a list of lesbian-friendly
physicians.

All activities are drug free, smoke free,
and alcohol free. Mammograms, recom-
mended for women 35 and older, are avail-
able at a cost of $5 by pre-registering at
Inklings Bookstore at 1846 Richmond Av-
enue; spaces are limited to 70 women. Also
available are blood tests, high blood pres-

sure screening, panel discussions, musical

and comedy entertainment, and refresh-
ments. Most of these services are free, or a
small donation will be suggested.

For more information, please contact
Dr. Jackie Doval, LHI Health Fair com-
mittee chair, at 713/627-9355, or Virginia
Miller, LHI treasurer, at 713/681-1309.

9-10 am

* Unexpected Cost of Alcohol, Drugs, and Sex—
Clyde Williams, Attorney at Law

* Legoal Issues of Lesbians Before a Health Crisis—
Connie Moore and Debbie Hunt, Attomeys
at Law

* Pump Up the New Year's Health Resolutions!—
Dr. Jackie Doval, Chiropractor

10-11 am
» The Gift of Life: An Important Healthcare Decision—
Jackie Klieger, Registered Nurse and Reiki Master
* Natural Altematives for Your Body—]Judy Head
* Prosperity Consciousness: The Path of Creating
Abundance—Dr. Joyce Gayles, Clinical
Psychologist and careeg development coach

Il am-noon
* When Diets No Longer Work—a panel of women
* Just Do What>—Melanie Mayeaux, Certified
Personal Trainer
* The Risks of Breast Cancer: Early Detection and Self-
Examination—Dr. Allene King, breast surgeon

Noon-I pm

* Living Out at Work—Annise D. Parker, community
activist

« The Lives We Touch: Grief & Loss in Relationships—
Becky Calvert, Licensed Psychology Counselor
Intemn -

* Zapping Stress: Enhancing Business Success Via
Personal Development, Reserve and Irresistible
Attraction vs. Promotion and Advertising—Suzanne
Anderson, Realtor, and Sherry Lowry,
professional personal development and business
coach

o

WORKSHOPS/TOPICS

« Domestic Violence in the Lesbian Community—
* Bicycling for Women-101—

* The Dating Dance: An Overview of Romantic Relating

» Integrate Your Heath Through Tai Chi—

« Mother Tongue—Olivia Torre, writer/journalist

* Healing Power of Reiki—Jackie Klieger

» Spousal Equivalents and Taxation—Kathy Hubbard,
* Unexpected Cost of Alcohol, Drugs, and Sex—

* Laugh Your Way to Health—OutSmart magazine’s

1-2 pm
Michelle Ostrander, M.A.
Cookie Davenport, founder of Rainbow Riders
in the '90s—Dr. Joyce Gayles

2-3 pm

Cilia Teresa, Tai Chi practitioner

3-4pm
enrolled to represent taxpayers before the IRS
Clyde Williams, Attorney at Law

Nancy Ford and comedian Vickie Shaw, “The
Blonde MomShell”

HEATED SWIMMING
POOL ACTIVITIES
(appropriate swimming attire required)

9-10 am—Pool Open
10-1 | am—Physical Activities—Melanie Mayeaux
1| am-1 pm—~Fool Party-entertainment
by Gloria Silva with Liz Mendez
1-2 pm—Open
2-3 pm—just for Us—Students in grades 6-12
are invited to participate in an all-inclusive and

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!

You Deserve a Health
Care Provider Who
Understands Your Needs

If you need a physician, psychotherapist,
chiropractor, dentist, or other health care
professional, we can help you out
quickly and confidentially.

GAY
oL ESBIAN

HEALTH
PROFESSIONALS

Referral Line 713-523-4700

non-competitive volieyball game.

3 ULLAA SIS,KA

éERﬂFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

* Tax
Preparation

* Accounting

* Business
Consulting

* Financial
Services

Free Inmiar ConsuLramon

Contact Julie Siska

(713) 520-8099
BHD VESTH

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Sccuritics nifered through
HD Vest Investment Securities, Inc.
433 E. Las Colinas Blvd. Ste. 300 * lrving, TX 75039
(214) 556-1651 Member: SIPC

Member: Securities [nvestor Proctection Corporation
National Association of Securities Dealers, Inc
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From Gaynet Wire Service

Lesbigay High School

Group Stirs Controversy

SALT LAKE CITY — Utah school and legal
authonties, after two months, have agreed
there is little or nothing that can be done to
prevent a gay and lesbian club being formed by
a group of students at Salt Lake City’s East High
School. A small group of students at the schoo!
asked for permission to start the club in Octo-
ber, and their request was passed from the
school's principal to the city's school superin-
tendent, then up to the state education office,
and finally on to the Utah attomey general's
office. Shortly before Christmas, the attomey
general's office notified district officials that
both state and federal law prohibit bamming non-
cumculum school clubs because of content.
But activists with the Gay & Lesbian Utah
Democrats say the head of the state anti-gay
Eagle Forum, Gayle Ruzicka, has already indi-
cated she would immediately begin lobbying
the state legislature to keep the club from
forming.

School Board

Condemns Homosexuality

NEW HAVEN, Ind. — Homosexual activity
isinconsistent with community values and should
be discouraged in the East Allen County (Indi-
ana) schools, according to a resolution adopted
by the local school board. According to school
district officials, the resolution only reflects the
board's opinion and isn't a policy statement. But
the resolution’s language, some educators say,
certainly sounds like an official school policy.
The resolution, which was introduced in re-
sponse to a statement earlier this year by the
National Education Association endorsing
teachertraining around gay and lesbian student
issues and recognizing a national gayand lesbian
history month, says in part: "Homosexuality is
contrary to the laws of nature, it's morally
unacceptable to ourcommunity, and we should
teach our children as such,”

Study: The Kids

(of Lesbian Moms) Are OK

CHICAGO — A prolonged study of the
kids of lesbian moms that tracked the children's
development for some two decades found that
they had no more problems with sexual orien-
tation or other developmental issues than the
kids of heterosexual parents. The study, which
was reported in the American-Journal of Ortho-
psychiatry, found one noticeable difference be-

Same-Sex Marriage Group

Forms in Washington State

SEATTLE — Activists in the Pacific North-
west have formed what is believed to be the
first organization in the mainland USS. to work
for the nght of same-sex couples to legally
marry in their state with the formation of the
Legal Marriage Alliance of Washington. Many
activists believe courts in Hawaii are likely to
extend legal marmiage rights to same-sex couples
in 1996, and the new group says it will “work
within the state of Washington to achieve the
right of same-sex couples to marry legally.""

Hawaii Marriage Commission
Urges OK of Gay Marriages

HONOLULU — A Hawaii state commission has approved its final report of recommen-
dations on a 5-2 vote, calling on the legislature to accept the reality of same-sex
marriages rather than be forced to accept it by the state’s courts. The state Supreme
Court ruled in 1993 that in order to refuse three lesbian and gay couples marriage
licenses, the state had to demonstrate a “compelling interest” in refusing such marriages
under the state's gender-neutral constitution. Few activists believe the legislature will
take the advice of the commission, appointed by Gov. Benjamin Cayetano, but the
report’s recommendations add further fuel to the legal battle around the case. The
legislature last year adopted a law prohibiting same-sex marriage following the state

high court’s ruling, although it remains
unclear whether that law can be consid-
ered constitutional. Thomas Gill, a former

- member of Congress and one-time lieuten-

ant governor of the state who chaired the
commission, said the state had failed to
prove its case in court, relying on the
legislature to block same-sex marriages.
“The opposition can’t come up with a
compelling state interest other than
Leviticus 18,” he said, referring to an Old
Testament verse that says, “Thou shalt
not lie with mankind as with womankind,”

tween the children of lesbian moms and het-
erosexual parents: the offspring in the lesbian
families were more uncomfortable talking with
other people about their parents than the kids
from the straight families. Another significant
difference between the two groups was that
none of the kids from heterosexual families
reported having had any homosexual experi-
ence by theirmid-20s, while some 25% ofthose
from lesbian families said they had had at least
one homosexual relationship.

Recruiting Cops for

‘City of Brotherly Love’

PHILADELPHIA —— The Philadelphia Police
Department has begun recruiting gay and les-
bian police officers through public employment
notices in the city’s two gay newspapers. The
new effort is the result of a meeting Police
Commissioner Richard Neal held earier in
December with leaders of the city's lesbian and
gay community. Police Sgt. Fred Cotton said the
department made a similar effort in 1989-90,
but the department had no information on

how successful that recruitment program had
been. “I've never had anyone come up to me
and tell me their sexual persuasion,” Cotton
said. The department d@esn’t keep any dataon
the sexual orientation of officers, he added,

Lobbying for Educational

Anti-Bias Protections

SANFRANCISCO — The Lavender Youth
Recreation & Information Center (LYRIC)
started off the New Year with a political bang
on Jan. 3 with a caravan of gay, lesbian, and
bisexual young people to the state Capitol in
Sacramento to lobby for proposed anti-dis-
cnmination protections. The California Educa-
tion Code bans discrimination in the state's
schools and educational services based on a
number of categones, but does not include
sexual orientation. The lesbigay youth group
spent the first day of the legislature’s new year,
Jan. 3, lobbying in support of a measure intro-
duced by Assemblywoman Sheila Kuehl (D-
Santa Monica) that would add sexual orienta-
tion to the state education code,
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Gay Teacher Allowed to

Stay in Michigan School

BYRON CENTER, Mich. — Gerry Crane, a
3|-year-old high school music teacher who
told students he was gay after they asked about
a new wedding band he was wearing, will be
allowed to keep his teaching post. The school
board in the town, about |6 miles from Grand
Rapids, said, however, that it would keep Crane
under scrutiny because of his sexual orienta-
tion. In a formal statement, the trustees said,
“The school board firmly believes that homo-
sexuality violates the dominant moral standard
of the district's community. Individuals who
espouse homosexuality do not constitut'e
proper role models as teachers for students in
thisdistrict." Crane had told his students he was
gay after he and his companion had gotten
married during a commitment ceremony anq
exchanged wedding bands, causing some of his
students to ask about the wedding ring.

Gay Marine

to Fight Discharge '
DAVENPORT, lowa — Corporal Kevin
Blaesing says he will fight efforts by the Manne
Corps to discharge him because he is gay.
Blaesing, who has been named "Marine of the
Month" and “Marine of the Quarter,”" was
denied permission to reenlist in 1993 becau;e
of remarks he had made about homosexuality
to a USMC psychologist. But early in 1995 he
joined a Marine Corps Reserve unit in South
Carolinawithout any difficulties and later spoke
at a gay pride event there. Now the .Marirjes
have begun discharge proceedings against him,
and Blaesing says he will fight the discharge "all

the way to the Supreme Court" if he has to.

Colorado TV Station

Dumps Talk Shows
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — John O.
Gilbert, the president of KOAA-TV in Colo-
rado Springs, has pulled the plug on two nation-

ally syndicated daytime talk shows, Camie anc'i.
The Jenny Jones Show, which he called "crappy

and “garbage" in part because Gilbert said the
two shows occasionally showed “homosexu-
als, transvestites, and lesbians,” whom he said
don't belong on TV shows. 'These shows are
not what they were represented to us. They're

James Dean in 1955's Rebel Without a Cause.

USPS Stamp Honors

Actor James Dean

NEW YORK — The US. Postal Ser-
vice has unveiled a new postage stamp
honoring bisexual screen actor, James
Dean, as part of its “Legends of Holly-
wood" series. Dean, bom in 1931, was
the idol of the American post-World
War Il generation for his portrayals c_)f
sensitive and tormented teenagers in his
first two films, Rebel Without a Cause and
East of Eden. A self-identified bisext_;al.
Dean's principle emotional and physical
relationships were with other men. Dean
died at the age of 25 in a high-speed car
accident just before his third film Giant
was released.

garbage,” Gilbert said, pointing to programs on
crossdressing, homosexuality, and other sexual
issues that have aired on the two shows. “As
the person in charge,” Gilbert said, "I have to
ask, '‘Are you proud to have this on your
station?' The answer hasbeen, 'No, 'mnot.' 'm

embarrassed by the topics on talk shows. | don't
want to have a problem facing people when | go
shopping in the grocery store and when | go 9“}
with my family. I'm accountable to the public.

Lutherans Expel
Two Churches

Over Lesbigay Ministers
SAN FRANCISCO — St. Francis Lutheran
Church and the First United Lutheran Church
here officially became ex-members of the 5.3
million-member Evangelical Lutheran Church
of America at the end of 1995 for ordainingtwo
lesbians and a gay man as ministers in defiance
of the national church’s prohibitions. The two
churches were suspended by the ELCA in 1990
and given until the end of 1995 to rescind the
ordinations of the Revs. Ruth Frost, Phyllis
Zillhart, and Jeff johnson, or be officially expelled
from the national church group. A spokesperson
for St. Francis Lutheran Church said not one
member of the congregation had left since the
controversy started more than five years ago.
But, ironically, one St. Francis Lutheran member
who attended his last service at the church (at
least officially) on Sunday, Dec. 31, was Bishop
Robert Mattheis, the presiding bishop of ELCA's
Sierra Pacific Synod of some 220 congregations
in Northem California and Nevada. Along-time
member of St. Francis, Bishop Mattheis now
must officially leave the church’s congregation.

S.F. Supervisors Halt Grant

to Salvation Army

SAN FRANCISCO — The San Francisco
Board of Supervisors has frozen—at |east tem-
porarily—$65,000 in federal funds that had
been intended to go to a local Salvation Army
shelter for the homeless because of questions
about the national charity's policies toward gays
and lesbians, The board delayed approving the
federal funding grant after it was informed of
letter to the editor from a Salvation Army
Continued on next page

Reach Out and Let
The Medical Escrow Society

Jelp You!

Founding member of both the National Viatical Association

The Medical Escrow Society...
Here Today, For Your Tomorrow!

P Cash Now for your life insurance through our
Advance Cash Benefits Program

P Our bidding process ensures the Highest Cash

Settlement

p We are the Oldest and Largest advocate
for you, the Insured

and the Viatical Association of America

p Our service is quick, Strictly Confidential,
and requires only one simple application

P Absolutely No Cost and No Obligation at any time

p A personal representative is available 24 Hours
a day to assist and help you

p Consistently funding
policies for clients 4
with up to 800 T-CELLS

1-800-422-1314
, i
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_WHO’S GONNA
KEEP YOU WARM
THIS WINTER?

If it’s your Cocker Spaniel,
please read on. '

Frosty weather is just around the
corner, and it’s the perfect time to
find someone to cuddle with.

Call today to find out
what Alternative Visions
rrﬁght mean to you.

" (713) 526-8223
ALTERNAT| YE
VoS i@ N S

Texas’ first and most trusted -
gay and lesbian Video /%
Introduction/Relationship Service:"

% Brochures * Newsletters
* Logos % Ads

* Flyers

* Programs
% Posters

-
"
’

o

.

Q..“t d“
to earth prices
713-522-7050
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official that appeared recently in the Bay Area
Reporter, a local gay paper, calling homosexual-
ity “deviant behavior' that was “a serious threat”’
to society. In a letterto the board, Jerry Gaines,
who heads the Golden State Division of the
Salvation Army, said the writer of the letter to
the editor was new to the San Francisco Bay
area and that his letter confused the Salvation-
ists' intemal religious beliefs with the social
practices of the Salvation Army. But the board
said it wanted to delay approving the grant for
at least two weeks to check into the whole
matter further.

k‘ S
N
MGM Adds

Partners’ Health Benefits

HOLLYWOOD, Calif. — Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer Inc, parent company
of MGM Pictures, United Artists, and
several other entertainment companies,
will extend health insurance benefits to
the domestic partners of its gay and
lesbian employees beginning Feb. |, The
benefits program will not apply to the
unmarried partners of opposite-sex
couples, according to an MGM spokes-
person, because “heterosexuals have the
option to marry."

Two Youths Admit

Brutal Killing of Gay Man
HOUSTON — Authorities say Daniel C.
Bean, 19,and Rodney H. Gauthier, 2|, two half-
brothers who say they're members of a neo-
Naz.I organization, have admitted viciously at-
tacking two gay men, one of whom died of
multiple stab wounds. Frank Mangione, 46, was
pronounced dead on arrival at a local hospital,
and Kenneth Stem, a friend who had been with
Mangione when they met the two young men
at a local bar, had been beaten. Stem's condi-
tion was not serious, however. Police said Bean
and Gauthier told them they had attacked
Mangione and Stem after one of the men had
touched one of the young men while the four
were taking a drive earlier in the evening. The
young men also told officers they belonged to
agroup called the Gerrnan Peace Corps, which
human rights activists say is a California-based
neo-Nazi organization affiliated with the KKK.
Several witnesses told authorities that the two
young men had bragged earfier that they were
"going to get a fag"” that night and later boasted
that they had “cut up this fag real bad."*

Gay Rights Bill
Withdrawn in Maine

AUGUSTA, Maine — Maine state Sen. Dale
McCormick has withdrawn a gay rights bill that
had been slated for consideration by the legis-
lature this year, because a bitter fight over a
proposed anti-gay state ballot measure in 1995
has left many in the state “exhausted.”
McCormick's measure would have added sexual
orientation to the categories of individuals
protected from discrimination under state law.
But following the acrimonious ballot measure
battle earier in 1995, McCormick withdrew
the bill, saying people in the state need “a
period of healing and dialogue” first.

CompuServe to Reopen

Banned Newsgroups

COLUMBUS, Ohio— CompuServe, which
blocked access to more than 200 newsgroups
on the Intemet to its 4 million customers
worldwide, now says it hopes to give its cus-
tomers access to the groups everywhere but in
Germany by the end of January. CompuServe
had said Bavarian officials told them the
newsgroups contained child pomography, but
German authorities have repeatedly denied
they told CompuServe to block any of the
groups, including gay and lesbian discussion
groups, support groups for teens, and even
commercial wire service groups for Reuters
_and Associated Press news articles. The Bavar-
lan prosecutor’s office says it has been investi-
gating kiddie pom on the Intemet and did
check CompuServe's Bavarian headquarters,
but denied it ever told CompuServe to block
any of the forums,

Transsexual Lesbian

Endorsed for Parliament

SYDNEY, Australia — Julie Peters, a 44-
year-old veteran of Australia’s national broad-
casting industry, would be controversial under
any circumstances almost anywhere. Three
years ago she changed her sex from male to
female, and then declared herselfalesbian. Late
inl ?95 shetossed herhat in the political arena,
deciding to run for a seat in the Australian
Pgrﬁament inwhat is considered a “safe"" liberal
district. As the year started, Aussie politics took
a quantum leap when the progressive Austra-
lian Democrats became the first major political
party in the country—and perhaps in the
world—to make such an endorsement.

Political Attacks

Against Gays Increasing

SAN FRANCISCO — A report issued here
by People for the American Way says attacks
aimed against the political progress of gays and
lesbians in this country increased at all levels.
The report, the third ofits kind the organization
hasissued, counted at least | 80 anti-gay actions
in 1995, an increase of 46 such attacks over
1994. The survey counted anti-gay political
initiatives, legislative measures, executive ac-

tions by state governors, as well as open attacks
by police and public and media figures against
gay rights.

So. Dakota Gearing Up for

Anti-Marriage Battle Again

PIERRE, S.D. — South Dakota state Rep.
Roger Hunt, whose 1995 legislation to prohibit
same-sex marmiages in the state failed, has
announced plans to introduce the bill again
during the current legislative session. Hunt's
1995 bill passed overwhelmingly in the state's
lower house by a 54-13 vote, but became
stalled in a committee in the state Senate where
it died. The proposed legislation would make
any same-sex marriage "null and void from the
beginning'" in the state, and is aimed at making
any such marriages that may be legal elsewhere
illegal in South Dakota. It would, for example,
have the effect of nullifying same-sex marmages
if Hawaii courts validate them as many expect
to happen this year.

Transsexual Identity Bill

Proposed in Britain

LONDON — Among the backbench bills
being offered in Britain's House of Commonsas
private members' legisiation is a measure that
would make it easier for transsexuals in the UK
to establish a legal identity in keeping with their
new gender after a sex-change operation. MP
Alex Carlile has proposed a Gender Identity Bill
which would allow transsexuals the right to be
given a substitute birth certificate reflecting
their reassigned gender after the operation is
completed. Some 8,000 people in Britain have
undergone a complete sex change but are not
allowed the legal rights of their new sex, such as
getting married, adopting, and enjoying em-
ployment nghts.

Gay Credit Card

Can’t Use ‘Rainbow’ Name

TRENTON, N.J.— A federal court in New
Jersey has enjoined promoters of a gay-oni-
ented credit card from using the name "Rain-
bow." US. District Judge Mary Little Parell
barred the Rainbow Card Foundation from
using that trade name on the credit card it was
promoting in the New York-New Jersey area in
a suit filed by the Rainbow Foundation Inc,, a
Middletown, NJ., chanty that offers medical
assistance and other services to children in the
state, The Rainbow Card had contracted with
Martina Navratilova to act as spokeswoman for
the Visa credit card that would have used part
of its card charges to benefit gay, AIDS, and
breast cancer agencies.

NGLTF Asks
Justice Dept. Investigation
of Oregon Murders

STOCKTON, Calif. — The National Gay &
Lesbian Task Force has asked the US. Justice
Department to examine the killing of Roxanne
Ellis and Michelle Abdill, lesbian activists in
Medford, Ore., because of statements made by

Robert Acremant, who is facing charges in the
case. The Task Force formally asked Attomey
General Janet Reno in a letter to investigate
whether the killings were hate cimes because
ofavariety of statements Acremant has made to
television, radio, and newspaper reporters dur-
ing jail interviews. In one interview, Acremant
said he had asked the women if they were
lesbians and said they had told him they were. "It
kind of made me sick to my stomach that she
wassomeone'sgrandma,' Acremant was quoted
as saying in an interview published in the Orego-
nian shortly after his arrest. He also said in that
interview that the fact that they were lesbians
“made it easier” to kill them. In a letter to Reno,
NGLTF Executive Director Melinda Paras said
that gays and lesbians around the country were
"very much upset and disturbed by these mur-
ders” and that statements by Acremant “have
heightened the alarm and concem’’ that the
killings were in fact hate crimes.

California’s Hate Crimes:

One-Fifth Aimed at Gays
SACRAMENTO, Calif. — In the first of its
kind in California, state Attomey General Dan
Lungren's office reports that hate crimes in the
Golden State are generally concentrated in
cities—and nearly one-fifth of them were aimed
against gays and lesbians. During the final six
monthsof 1994, the survey of local law enforce-
ment agencies found there were 672 bias-
based crimes reported in the state. Of these,
487 (72 percent) were based on the race or
ethnic origins of the victims, while 119 (I8
percent) were because the victims were lesbi-
ans or gay men—or were believed to be by the
attackers. Some 64 incidents (or just under 10
percent) were based on the victims' religion.
The largest number of reported hate crimes,
243 of them, were logged in the Los Angeles
metropolitan area. The San Francisco Bay Area
checked in with next largest concentration, 129

bias-based crimes in the four-county area.
Continued on next page

MONTROSE/RIVER OAKS
Stylishly updated English cottage. Meticu-
lously restored to perfection! Commercial
stainless steel kitchen with granite
countertops. Master suite with sitting room.
Wonderful closets and storage. Custom
crown molding and millwork throughout.
Refinished hardwoods. $169,500

WILLOW MEADOWS
Striking contemporary 3-2-2. Open floor
plan with lots of light. Redone to perfec-
tion! New kitchen and baths, Great neigh-
borhood-close to everything. Owner terms
$165,000

REM

Ron Duster
528-1800

Walk-ins
Welcome!

DEBBIE’S
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TEXAS’ #1

INTEREST RATES
ARE DROPPING
THE TIME TO BUY
A HOME OR

REFINANCE
1%
NOw!:

* Free Mortgage Pre-Approval
* No-Cost Refinance

* Wide Range of Jumbo
Products

* FHA/VA Financing

We have the }noney -
We make the decisions!

LOCALLY!! (2
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Federal Court Ruling on

Georgian Same-Sex Marriage

ATLANTA — The U.S. Court of Appealsin
Atlanta has ordered Georgia Attomey General
Michael Bowers to explain in court why his
withdrawal of a 1991 job offer to Robin Shahar
after she had a religious marriage ceremony
with her lover does not violate Shahar's free

University of Texas
Baptists Support
ay Deacon

AUSTIN, Texas — University of Texas
Baptist Church officials have announced
they will not ask a gay deacon at the
campus church to step down, even though
the Austin Baptist Association voted ear-
lier this year to expel the church from fts
membership. The association, which is
made up ofmore than 100 Baptist churches
in the state capital, voted 108-55 in Octo.
berto end the local church’s affiliation with
the umbrella organization, said Gail Coulter,
associate pastor at University Baptist
Church, which she said has more than 250
active members. The fact that the deacon,
who Coulter said wants to remain anony-
MOus, is gay was no secret to many mem-
bers of the university congregation when
they named him and five other church
members deaconsin 1994, Coulter said. In
order for the University Baptist Church to
be reinstated in the Austin Baptist Associa-
tion, the gay deacon will have to resign,
O'Chestersaid. But she said the church has
no intention of asking the deacon, who did
not actively pursue the position, to step
down.

L

speech rights underthe U.S. Constitution. The
ruling could force the state's attomey general
into a difficult court fight since it would require
him to establish a “compelling govemmental
interest” in changing his mind about the job
offer. Bowers' office had argued that hiring
Shaharafterthe commitment ceremonywould
complicate enforcement of the state's anti-
sodomy laws and could be construed as an
endorsement of same-sex marmiages. The at-
tomey general's office said it was “disappointed"’
in the three-judge panel's ruling and would ask
for a higher review, either by the full appeals
court or the U.S. Supreme Court.

Sparks Fly in U.S. Senate

Race in Oregon

SALEM, Ore. — Responding to charges
that he is an “extremist’’ for supporting the
anti-gay agenda of the Oregon Citizen’s Ali-
ance, Republican U.S. Senate candidate Gor-
don Smith told reporters at a news conference
that he is opposedto gay and lesbian marriages
“"because we should defend a mamiage li-
cense” and that landlords who don't want to
rent to gay tenants should not be required to
by law. “That should not be a new category
imposed in the private sector,” Smith said,
arguing that a landlord might not want to rent
to homosexuals “for religious reasons.”

California City OKs

Partners Registry

PALO ALTO, Calif. — OutNow, the San
Jose, Calif, gay newspaper, reports that Palo
Alto’s city council has approved by a 6-| vote
a domestic partners registration, The registra-
tion camies no direct benefits and requires a
fee to the city clerk's office. The only vote
against the proposal came from Dick
Rosenbaum, who objected that the partners'
registry also allowed opposite-sex couples to
enroll. Rosenbaum said he believed the part-
ners' registration should be just for gays and
lesbians. v
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What They

Youldn’t Let
P-FLAG
Tell You

nce in a thousand years, a man

like Adolph Hitler shakes the

world. There is no one—perhaps

other than his contemporary, Stalin—on
whom more needless death and wanton de-
struction can be blamed. Besides dragging
humanity into a planet-wide conflagration in
which tens of millions of people died, and
besides bringing his own nation to a state of
unparalleled ruinand shame, Hitler pioneered
anew form of terror: racial genocide. Hitler’s
name will forever be linked in history with the
Holocaust and with the primary group the
Holocaust aimed to exterminate—the Jews.
Yet not long ago, a friend of mine, who is

a World War IT history buff, told me that you
cannot find a single passage from any of
Hitler’s writings or speeches in which the

"N nter Pat Robertson. For years,
Robertson has been saying the most

- hateful and asinine things about ho-
mosexuals. Consider what he had to say dur-
ing his failed 1988 run for the Republican
Presidential nomination. Discussing the Equal
Rights Amendment, a constitutional amend-
ment to grant women full legal equality with
men, Robertson spewed: “It is
about a socialist, anti-family
political movement that encour- £
ages women to leave their hus- |
bands, kill their children, prac-
tice witchcraft, destroy capital-
ism, and become lesbians.” On
the 700 Club, a regular television
show aired by his own network,
the Christian Broadcasting Net-
work, Robertson hissed: “Homo-
sexuality is an abomination, The

by Dale Carpenter

German Chancellor directly advocated vio-
lence against Jews. To be sure, you can find
many examples of hateful rhetoric and ste-
reotype-based lies aimed at Jews in Hitler's
essays and speeches. As do many leaders,
Hitler set a moral tone for his nation. The
moral tone he set was one in which violence
against Jews was imaginable, even excusable
for many listening to him. Still, six million
Jewish lives later, not one jot or syllable had
urged physical violence against them. Seizing
on this curious fact, some revisionists say that
Hitler never planned the eradication of Jews
in Europe; still others deny that the Holo-
caust, as we understand it, even happened.
Call it the Hitler Defense: “I may have said
they were evil, dirty, and immoral, but I'm
not responsible for what others did to them.”

Two months ago, Parents, Families and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays (P-FLAG)
unveiled a bold new advertising campaign
featuring two television ads—one addressing
gay teen suicide and the other dealing with
gay-bashing. Both ads interspersed scenes
of violence against gays with clips of Pat
Robertson, Jerry Falwell, and Jesse Helms
: m  saying negative things about ho-
mosexuals. The implication of
the ads was unmistakable: hate
speech leads to hate violence and
suicide. Stop the hate speech,
and perhaps the suicide rate
amonggay teenagerswould drop;
stop theincitements and perhaps
the violence against gays would
abate. The P-FLAG spots were
powerful and effective,

And for precisely that reason

practices of these people is [sic] appalling.
It is a pathology, it is a sickness.” Try
this hysterical historical lesson from
Robertson: “Many of those people involved
with Adolph Hitler were Satanists; many
of them were homosexuals; the two things
seem to go together.”

they were too much for Pat Robertson to
bear. So he got his cadre of lawyers to concoct
some legal theories to stop the television
stations from running the ads. His lawyers
threatened to sue any station that ran the ads
on the grounds that the ads used copyrighted
material from Robertson’s show without his

permission, as if a public figure could shield
his statements from public scrutiny by copy-
righting them, If that were the law, President
Clinton could copyright his every Presiden-
tial address and prevent his critics from using
them against him, Perhaps realizing the razor
thin strength of the copyright argument,
Robertson’s lawyers came up with a second.
If the ads aired, Robertson might sue the TV
stations for libel. Libel law is used to punish
people for making false claims about others.
But P-FLAG’s ads were not false; they ex-
pressed the implicit opinion that
Robertson’s harsh words were respon-
sible for the deaths of gay people through
suicide and violence. If libel law allows a
public figuretostop his critics from draw-
ing bad conclusions about his words,
then we might as well throw the First
Amendment out with the old Christmas
tree. In the event, no station ran the ads
anywhere in the country (except, briefly, one
station in the cosmopolitan metropolis of
Tulsa, Oklahoma).

More telling, Robertson’s publicist
pointed out that Robertson had never advo-
cated violence against gays. (Falwell’s people
made the same protestation.) In fact, said
Robertson’s mouthpiece, he condemns vio-
lence against anyone, including homosexu-
als. The Hitler Defense.

Moral leaders set a tone for the society in
which they live. They set up the range of

acceptable likes and dislikes. They guide
people’s moral judgments, influencing the
way they act and think about certain behav-
iors, certain events, certain people. In our
society, religious leaders are the moral
guides for a vast section of the people. They
command a respect, an ad-

miration, and a fol-
lowing, in small part because of their training,
and in large part because they claim to have
the authority of the Almighty behind them.
P-FLAG is not saying that Pat Robertson
or any other similar public figure explicitly
incited the acts of violence that result in gay
deaths. It is not saying that Robertson and
company secretly ordered gay suicides or

murders. P-FLAG is saying that when moral
leaders call a group of people “sick” and
“appalling” and compare that group to
“Satanists” and to people who “kill their
children,” they create an atmosphere of dis-
trust and fear of that group. In that atmo-
sphere of distrust and fear, some young punks
are going to lose their heads, go looking for
“queers,” perhaps kill one, and then think
that God will bless their crime. In that atmo-
sphere of distrust and fear, some young girl is
going to sit alone in her room wondering if
she wouldn’t be better off swinging from
the end of a rope. Robertson and his
cohorts partake in the blame for those
horrors.

Christianity comes from the beautiful
words and deeds of Jesus Christ, who
neversaid one hateful thingabout gays. We

should not let Christianity fall into the hands
ofthescoundrels, the opportunists, the penny
preachers, the Pat Robertsons. And when
Robertson asserts the Hitler Defense, as he
did recently against P-FLAG, he should get
about as much credence as his predecessor, ¥

Dale Carpenter, a lawyer in Houston, is state
president of the Log Cabin Republicans of Texas.
He recently resigned from the board of trustees of
the Houston Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus.
The opinioins expressed in this column are his
own and do not necessarily reflect the views of
Log Cabin or OutSmart magazine.
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politics. Not a rebuttal or “counterpoint”

our readers to political trends, raise
OutSmart welcomes Daryl L. Moore to

In response to requests and concerns from our readers, OutSmart introduces “Left
Out,” a monthly column dffecting those in our community who identify with liberal

reply to Dale Carpenter’s “OutRight” column

acists-in America had a
banner year in 1995, Af.
ter nearly three decades
of apparent success in moving toward racial
equality in the workplace, affirmative action
suddenly became a political stepchild, and
both the U.S. Congress and the United States
Supreme Court hinted strongly that its days
are numbered. Millions of Americans tuned
into a celebrity murder trial only to hear one
of L.A.’s finest deny using, and then use, the
“N” word at a numbing rate, And, a million
black American men marched on Washing-
tonto demonstrate racial unity at the beckon-
ing of an anti-Semitic, gay-baiting racist with
a history of promoting hatred and division.
Why has racism flourished in America
when racial discrimination was outlawed in
the ’60s with the passage of civil rights legis-
lation? It has flourished
because those well-in-
tended laws did not
stop racism; they sim-
ply made overt racism
in the form of discrimi-
nation illegal. Racists
continued to discrimi-
nate, and black Americans continued to suf-
fer at the hands of their white oppressors,
Although justice may beblind, those dispens-
ing it are usually not. And some appear to
take an unusual interest in the skin color of
those before them,
It is not propaganda, but statistically in-
disputable, that blacks receive harsher sen-
tences and are substantially more likely to be
sentenced to death than their white counter-
pats for identical crimes. In fact, some laws
specifically target black Americans—case in
point, the recent passage of a law that man-
dates stiffer prison terms for those possessing
crack cocaine than those possessing powder.
Is it merely coincidental that black Ameri-
cans, at least statistically, are more likely to
use crack cocaine than white Americans, who
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Gays ought to know
what it feels like to
be asked to eat on
the back porch.

that appears each month in this magazine, “Left Out” is intended to further enlighten
questions, and encourage communication.

Its pages.

)7 Daryl L. Moore

are statistically more likely to use powder?
Isit any wonder then that so many blacks
distrust white Americans and the institutions
they mostly run, including the judiciary?
Should we really be shocked when we hear
that some Americans believe that the angry
white males who hid underneath white hoods
in the '50s have simply been replaced with
angry white males hiding underneath black
robes in the '90s. Indeed, to these black
Americans, this form of white justice is not
justice for all, only for some.
Considering thejudicial unfairness blacks,
like gays, have endured, one might think that
gays and lesbians would be less tolerant of
racist ideas and institutions, For that matter,
one might think that one oppressed group,
gays, would be naturally supportive of the
struggle for equal rights by another oppressed
group, blacks, and
vice-versa. Histori-
cally, however, this has
simply not been the
case. Not all gays and
lesbians have carried
the banner for racial
equality.
Our track record for equal rights for
people of color is unsettling because as a
group asking for aplace at the table, we ought
toknow whatit feels like to be asked to eat on
the back porch. Nonetheless, on countless
occasions, I have heard gays or lesbians make
racist comments or voice purely race-based
conclusions. I ,too, am guilty because, al-
though I rarely fail to contest such comments
or conclusions, I have, more than once, sat
silentlyin situations that I believed precluded
me from speaking for one reason or another,
This was a tragic mistake. Silence js what got
us here, standing on opposites sides of the
chasm and looking across a divided nation at
one another.
Silence prevailed while George Bush ran
his first campaign for president on a platform

of white fear using \‘("'Lu.iu Horton as the
poster child for racism. Silence prevailed as
he then appointed a black man to th" §u-
preme Court who was clearly ]gss qualllxc.d
than his predecessor, irrespective of lhc}r
ideologies. Silence prevailed whgn Pe.te \Xll_l-
son endorsed and got an imn.ngmnon bill
passed that will assure persecution of people
of color, whether they are here legally or
illegally.
lll%Iroynically, many white gays and }csbians
still sit silently as people of colo_r. [igl"l’l for
equal rights because it is not “.nur fight.” Just
asironically, many blacks sit silently aswe ask
for gay rights. For example, consider the
notablesilence of many blacks while the gays-
in-the-military debate raged. ‘

Our silence is devastating, because it has

always been our collective Achillc:s' hccl._lt
has guaranteed success for those straight whltf:
males who oppose equal rights for all. How?
By the oldest of methods, “divide flnd con-
quer.” And, in so doing, clcver.ly reinforcing
the “us” versus “them” mcmalllty that causes
us to lose our focus. Each of us, indepen-
dently, has struggled for our own rights. But
many of us have never slrugglcd for equal
rights for all—basic human rights.

To close the chasm that separates blacks
and whites, and gays and straights, we mus,E
resolvetotalk. Notwith “us,” but with “thcp‘l.
We must talk about our similarities, not just
our differences. As Martin Luther King ]r
said, we must “realize [ha_l our trcecrlom is
inextricably bound to their freedom. We can-
not walk alone.” If we do, we will never have
a place at the table. We will remain on the
floor, fighting for the crumbs. v

Daryl L. Moore is a lawyer in Houston, T 'o;w(ts.
He has a general practice and is board certified
in civil appellate law, The opinions expressed
in this colummn are his own and do not necessar-
ily reflect the views of OutSmart magazine.
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Gagl Morgl as an;ois (left) and Stephane Rideau as Serge travel through
a fiendship that briefly tumns sexual in Andre Techine's Wild Reeds, now
playing at Greenway 3 :

-L_---------------
Reviewed by Eric L. Roland

s Ihulofficial French selection for the Academy Awards’ Best
Foreign Language Film and 1995 Golden Globe nominee for
_ Best Foreign Language Film, Wild Reeds has already accom-
])!A:shcd something that few gay coming-out films accomplish—recog-
nition for‘the compelling story it tells. Winner of four 1995 Cesar
Awards (France’s equivalent to the Oscars), including Best Picture.
Wild Reeds presents the bittersweet story of a teenager who realizes his:
homos@uality through a crush on a heterosexual schoolmate.
_ Setin 1962 in southwest France at the end of the Algerian War, the
film centers on the relationship of two teenage boys, Serge 'and
Francois, and their female friend, Maite. In preparation for the
Baccalaureate, Francois and Serge have become study partners, and
one evening their studying turns to a conversation about masturbation
and then to a brief, yet loving, sexual exploration. After that night
Francois realizes that, not only is he gay, but he is in love with Serge’
wf}o moves on from his fleeting intimacy with Francois to a relation-
ship with a woman. Francois confides his homosexuality to Maite, who
encourages him to come to terms with his orientation as well as his
uncertain relationship with Serge.
Added to the tension are the political ideals of the students during

a turbulent period in French politics, brought to a head by Henri, an

older, militant Algerian-born refugee, who attends the same boarding
school as the two boys. Maite faces demons of her own when she
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discovers her physical attraction to Henri, whose nationalist politics
conflicts with her strong Communist beliefs,

The contrast between Frangois and the attraction he has for the
straight Serge and Maite and the attraction she has for the political
Henri, proves that love is often found in all the wrong faces. By the end
of Wild Reeds, these individuals, through their internal identity struggles,
have experienced the pain, exhilaration, and humanity of a teen’s right
of passage to adulthood.

An Awfully Big Adventure

e o W
Hugh Grant, Peter Firth, and Georgina Cates discover the dark side of
relationships in An Awfully Big Adventure, playing at Rice Media Center in
early February.

he title of this film is rather puzzling. It just doesn’t say much,

It certainly doesn’t give the feeling of post-World War II

Britain in which this coming-of-age drama is set. And consid-
ering it was directed by Mike Newell (Four Weddings and a Funeral),
it seemed like it might be a rollicking silly movie in the spirit of What's
Up Doc? Guess what? It's not. In fact, there’s very little that’s 4ig about
this film unless you consider how big of a bitchy queen Hugh Grant
plays, and there’s hardly anything adventurous unless you consider it
an adventure to sit through 108 minutes of tedious plot.

Debuting at last January’s Sundance Film Festival, rumor had it
that this film’s wide release was postponed due to Hugh Grant’s illegal
rendezvous with Divine Brown last summer—supposedly the studio
didn't want America to see him playing a gay man in the wake of all of
his heterosexual media attention. However, it seems more likely that
it got postponed, and then released to a limited number of theaters,
because it received little fanfare from preview audiences and critics.

The story follows Stella Bradshaw, a headstrong, starry-eyed
young teenager, who joins a Liverpool theater company as an assistant
stage manager in hopes of eventually acting. Played by newcomer
Georgina Cates, whose charming performance will no doubt guaran-
tee her work in the future, Stella is quickly initiated into the tempestu-
ous backstage world of theater, full of manipulation, out-of-control
egos, and, of course, sex. Stella believes she s in love with the theater’s
handsome, yet unscrupulous, gay director Meredith Potter (Hugh
Grant), until she is seduced by an older actor (Alan Rickman of Sense
and Sensibility), who wants to protect her from the predatory Potter.

As for'Iugh Grant, his character is a definite departure from his
usual bumbling, yet likable, lead male character seen in such films
as Four Weddings and a Funeral, Sivens, and The Englishimen Who
Went Up the Hill But Came Down a Mountain, and, along with
Georgina Cates, his performance is one of the few redeeming qualities

of this film. —E.L.R. v

Babateqs and Wild Earth Herbs

OVER 500 VARIETIES OF HERBS
ESSENTIAL OILS

STONES & CRYSTALS

BOOKS & CARDS

GREAT VEGETARIAN MENU
But we still have the
best burgers in town.

PRIVATE PARTY ROOM
DRINKS ALMOST

HALF-PRICE DAILY
11amto 7 pm

Stroll thru our outdoor
herb garden.

Wilo Earth
Herbs

10- Mon-Sat

2611 Grant 524-0388

BabaYega
Restaurant

11-10 Sun-Thurs ® 11-11 Fri & Sat

2607 Grant 522-0042

R EINER?S siNcE18
Fine jewehy Family Owned

Holy Union Jewelry Experts

Custom Jewelry Designs * Estate Jewelry
Appraisals ¢ Expert Repairs
Dealer in Fine Watches
Rolex * Piaget « Patek * Audemars * Corum
b Omega  Cartier » Ebel © Brietling e

Your Valentine's Day Expert

We Buy Gold, Diamonds, Watches!
2210 Westheimer Mon - Fri -
Houston, TX 77098 9:30 am - 6,pm \

Sat 10 am - 5 pm

(713) 520-1212

YVvVvvvvvvvevey

or

Valentine Flowers, :
Only the Best at

HEGHTS BV S

FLORIST o

862-2683 W
v
v
¥
¥

O11 W. [1th z
W W WP W W W W WP P

January 15, 1996 ¥ OutSmarr 27

¢¢¢¢e844488¢4¢4¢



"appy New Year to every-

one in Fairyland! As we
begin this new year, T am in-
spired to reflect.

It has been almost two years
since I came out, late bloomer
though I am. I remembered how
I penned an article for OutSmart
called “Coming Out in Public.”
I guessatthattimel figured T had
officially “come out.”

Two years later, I realize that
“coming out” is a process; I will
probably always be coming out
to someone. For me, though, I
had no guilt. When I realized
that I was truly a lesbian, T was
delighted. I had always been a
feminist, always preferred the
company of womyn, and now [
didn't have to use men for sex.
Also, I 'have always been a bit of
an outlaw, and I enjoy the idea of
being outside the “norm”—
whatever that may be,

Since the day I realized that I
was a lesbian, I have never felt
the need to duck back into the
closet. I didn’t realize  wasin the
closet named “Denial” when I

Do you come and go, leaving your closet

only when it’s safe and convenient?
by Martie Baillie

was; now that I have stepped out
of that closet, why would I ever
want to go back? What I am
realizing at this point in my jour-
ney isthat many people out there
have closetswith revolving doors,
They come and go, leaving their
closets only when it is safe and
convenient,

I am having a great deal of
trouble resolving my feelings
about those people, T fully real-
ize that someone has as much

right to stay in the closet as I do
to come out of it. But, even
though I rationally know that,
I'm still having a hard time not
beingjudgmental. Itis hard to be
a gay person in this society at
times. There have been a couple
of times that Thave been tempted
to rip the “queer” bumper stick-
ers off my car. But I refuse to be
intimidated by the heterosexual
majority. I feel if gay people
would stand up and be counted,

instead of revolving back into
their closets at the first sign of
adversity, we would a make a lot
more progress, especially in the
mainstream business world.
What brought all of this to a
head with me was a party I at-
tended this past Christmas sea-
son. It was given by two gay men
who had been together for 30
years. One of them was an execu-
tive with a prominent company.
I was surprised to hear him ad-
monish another gay guest about
making sure his lover was not
seen at the Gay Pride Parade, as
he worked for the same com-
pany as our host. I couldn’t be-
lieve my ears, but I didn't say
anything, I was about to bust a
proverbial gut, though. Now,
these people had all been queer
for many years. Are they operat-
ing under the delusion that no
one knows? How many straight
men or women buy a house and
set up housekeeping together?
Noneof my heterosexual friends
ever did.
Then my date (during what

28 OurSmart ¥ January 15, 1996

was to become our final date) announced that
shewas very discreet. It was okay to “be” it—
you just don't “name” it. She went on to say
that her former lover of seven years worked
for the school system, and she always intro-
duced her as her “roommate.” At that point
I had to comment. If my lover of seven years
introduced me as her roommate, I would be
offended. If someone loves me, then
she’d better “own” me—as her
lover and as her friend.

We argued all the way
hOn]L‘.

She told me she was look-
ing for a new job and was
going back into the closet.
How convenient to have a
closet door that swings both
ways. How convenient to
come out only when it’s com-
fortable, enjoying the rights
that the people “on the front
lines” are willing to get dirty to
earn, but remaining in the comfort
of your elegantly furnished closet when there
is any flack! And let me tell you, the closets
are nice among this group. They have some of
the higher-paying jobs, and the power that
goes with them—power and money that
would greatlyimprove our statusin society. If
every gay executive “came out” at one time,
there would be a stampede out of the closet.
If every gay schoolteacher stood up to be

or women
buy a house
and set up
housekeep-
ing together?
None of my
heterosexual

counted, there would be too many to count.
But I suppose they will continue to avoid the
fray. '

I will never forget my date’s final com-
ment to me on the way home that night. I am
an office manager for a small firm, and I guess
my status—in her eyes—is not that hxg!n. She
told me that it was okay for someone with my
job to “come out,” asif I had noth-
ing to lose, unlike her and her
high-powered friends.

I will work on my toler-
ance, but I love being a les-
bian, because it is part of my
identity as a womyn and a

human being. It is as big a
part of who I am as my
name. I love womyn—po-
litically, emotionally, and
sexually. It touches every
area of my life. How could I

hide such a big part of me?
Yes, I have been hollered at by
anugly, rednecked manin a truck,
who called me a f---ing dyke. And yes, it did
hurt to see his face contorted with hate, and
yes, I did have a momentary stab of fear that
I could actuallybe harmed. May the Goddess
protect us all from suburbanites who come to
Montrose “slumming” to check out the
queers. I can readily see, after only two years
on the front lines, that the closet would be
Continuedon page 57
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by Alan Davidson

Red and yellow, black and ﬁhite,
All are precious in His sight...
..-especially the queers.

Ancient Native American doctrine dictates
that homosexuals, by their very nature, have
spiritual dimensions and skills that heterosexuals
do not. Alan Davidson examines these doctrines and
their origins . . . and goes hunting for the ever-elusive
Gay Soul.

ince the beginning of religious history, man has attempted to
prove the existence of the human soul—the vehicle that allows
God to interact with all that is humanly good in the body of man,
Proving the soul as a fact has been ever elusive, however
Empirical science declares that there is no proof for the existence of
such asoul, which leaves the possibilities of such spiritual questions to
l?e relegated to philosophers, psychologists, and religious leaders.
Some gay spiritual, teachers assert that, yes, there is a soul and that
homosexuals themselves have a soul which is distinct from their
hetcro_spx ual brothers. These teachers also assert that this “Gay Soul”
can offer elements of guidance and healing to our troubled \;'orld
communities. Is there a soul unique to homosexuals? Or is this more
1ntg]lectual pride and separatism? If there is any guidance and healin
avallrable from the gay community, then what is it source? v
- The model that many spiritual activists use to describe a distinctly
gay soulis that of the berdache. Also called heyoka, the berdache were

American Indian males who dressed and acted within the tribe as

females. The berdache were respected and honored for their differ-

ences, many times acting in positions of great power as arbitrators and

shamans for the tribe. They were described as: “Not a man, not a

woman, neither...something other...someone other.” The figure of
the berdache is one of the few historical instances of honoring the
homosexual within the greater tribe. Subscribers of this theory dverlay
and extrapolate the experience of the berdache onto that of modern
gay men and women. Some of the general assessments made are
gays as a third (and/or fourth) gender, gays having: a natural
(and often exclusive) spirituality, and gays as healers and mediators
within society, :
Proponents for adistinctly gay soul include Harry Hay, co-founder

of the Mattachine Society and later the Radical Fae;ics, who calls the
homosexual community “a separate people whose time has come.”
Andrew Ramer, writer and teacher, says that “because we live onithe
—~ R
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edge of gender and on the margin of society, we are consciousness
scouts.” Ed Steinbrecher, a Los Angeles astrologer and meditation
teacher, calls it “the very notion of potential—a latent quality capable
of being but not yet fully realized.” Will Roscoe, author of The Zuni
Man-Woman, says that “the bérdache is a social, collective figure—a
specialist, a cultural worker, a priest, an artist. ..a person who mediates
the divisions and contradictions of the community.” These respected
and prominent thinkers argue that homosexuals, by their very nature,
have access to spiritual dimensions and skills that heterosexuals do not.
Many gay men and women find this concept appealing, allowing for a
feeling of specialness in a society that heaps them with abuse.
Rather than anexclusive
and inherent gay soul, other
gay spiritual thinkers speak
of the sacred wound. The
idea here is that all people
are psychically the same.
Through life’s traumatic ex-
periences, we are propelled
into growth and transforma-
tion or the depths of despair,
and it is the events of our

“It’'s been my expe-
rience that gay and
lesbian people who
have fought through
their self-hatred and
theirrecriminations
have a capacity for

empathy thatis glo- lives and what we do with
riousandaca acity them that make the differ-
P ence. This idea was first pre-

to find laughter in
things that is like
praising God.”

—Paul Monette
Award-winning suthor who dicd last year of AIDS

sented by Carl Jung, who
spoke of the wounds to the
personality that could lead
to neurosis and psychosis or
to calling forth a greater ca-
pacity for being human. Dr.
Jean Houston calls this “The Sacred Wound.” “In this wounding,”
says Houston, “the psyche is opened up, and new questions begin to
be asked about who we are in our depths. These powerful questions
need not lead to alienation and withdrawal, but can. ..contain the seeds
of healing and transformation.”

Proponents for the potentials of psychic wounding are Andrew
Harvey, author and Oxford fellow, who says, “From the deepest
wound of my life grew its miraculous possibility.” He asserts that
everyoneon the planetiswounded in some way, butif you'reagay man,
your wound is particularly big. That’s why, he explains, there are so
many gay men at the forefront of our spiritual movements—they've
parlayed their pain into strength. Ram Dass, Freudian psychiatrist,
Continued on next page
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Healing for ALL God’s People

Join Maranatha MCC along with Chadash Ministries from Long

Beach, CA for a powerful weekend of teaching and healing.

Friday, Jan. 19th Evening of Praise and Worship

7:00 PM with Chadash Ministries.
Saturday, Jan. 20th Workshops

9:30-10:30 “Healing Through Praise and Worship”
10:45-12:00 “Personality Types/Blocks to Ministry”
1:00-2:30 “Receiving God's Inner Healing”

7:00 PM Healing Service with Chadash

Sunday Morning Service: 11:00 AM

For more information call Rev. Janet Parker @ 713/528-6756
CHURCH OFFICE: 3400 MONTROSE. SUITE 600

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH BY REV. JANET PARKER

Beginning a New Year causes us to think about what i being left behind. We refiect on the accompish-
merts of 1995 and look at what & ahead. Some things we would gladly leave behind are:grief los, fireniial
sirupses, pain and sufering, resertment, bittemess, broken reltionships oneliness, AIDS, sefsmess eic. b
cur own strength we try and muster up aplen to ick the negative this year. How dowe doths For some of
s the scars are 100 obvous keaving a constant reminde of what we DONT want to do again Do scars hae
o necessariy be a negative reminder? Whatever happened to, Thank God I'm healedt My wound is closed
now The san has created a bamer 1o that old wound. |t doesn't have to open up anymore. b fact, m
tougher because of that wound. My san has leamed to be resifent because | massaged the wound 2 2 was
healng, Now it s very pheble”

Lie for s n 1996 can be a year of bouncing biack. 1 can be a year of health and wholeress. Let this
be the year for a healing to become a trophy. Let it serve a5 a testimony of what God can and wil do n your
16 Learring from past mistakes, wounds, traumas, and disasters can propel us nto a powerfl ife ahead. Ifs al n our atfitude toward those
happenings. We must seek to put ourselves in situsations where healing can ocour Leam to move towerd tose paces, gatherings and pecple who
gve you strength and encouragement, Teling others of how you were hieald can be very rewarding, 1t contnues to boost your fith a5 you share
your victories. A 200d way to fnd out what £0 do to promote healing i to ask those who have been healed. Where do they go to find solace and
comfort 2nd help n tme of need? What is your support systen fice for this New Year? Don't think that you an conquer the world on your ownt
Buid those relationships this year that wil help you through any trial or tribuation ahead of you this year

Here isa recommended prescription for a healthy you thes 1996, Read Provesbs on 2 daly bess to gan nsght and wisdom.To share a few
of my fvorites: *A mery hezrt s lie a medicine” (Pro. 1722)"“The one who guards ther mouth and tongue keep themsebes from calamiy”
(Pra:21:23) "When a person's ways are pleasing to the LORD, God makes even your enermies to be at peace with you' (Pro. 167) A happy heart
mikes the face: chesrfud” (Pro. 15:13) ‘Plans il for ek of counsel, but with many advisors they succeed” (Fro. 15:22) “Commit to the LORD
whatever you do, and your plans wil succeed.” (Pro. 16:3) A genercus person will prosper; the one who reffeshes others wil themsehves be
refreshed” (Pro. 1125} “The person of integrty waks sacurel but the one who takes crooked paths wil be found out” (P 103) ‘Do not
withhold good from those who desenve L, when & s in your power to act” (Pro. 327) "Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstius of
al your crops then your barns wil b filed to overfiowig, and your vats wil bom over it new wine" (Pro: 35) *God holds victory n store b
the upright, God is  shiekd to those whase walk is blameless” (Pro. 27) HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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In Search of a Gay Soul

Continued from previous page

author, gnd spiritual teacher, says that “being wounded refers to the
personality, not to the soul, I'd say I've been...absolutely, deeply
woupded. Anybody who is awake to the human predicament of being
lost in separateness starts to yearn for the truth that they are not
scparate. ” Paul Monette, the award-winning author who died last year
of AIDS, frames the wounding this way: “It’s been my experience that
gay.and lesbian people who have fought through their self-hatred and
their recriminations have a capacity for empathy that is glorious and a
capacity to find laughter in things that is like praising God."

: Just as empirically proving the existence of a soul is impossible, so
will proving the existence of a gay soul. To explore spirituality within
the gay community is a daunting and sometimes confusing prospect.
The range of expression is as diverse as every race and culture that
creates the gay community. Yet underneath this complexity of expres-
sion is the call for unity, basic to all humans, and the need to heal all
the schisms of separation that are the source of pain, anger, and
yiolcnce. Andrew Harvey calls this the “mystical process...cm.ering
into conscious direct relationship with the divine...having direct
contact in the soul, the core of the being, with the Source.” With the
experience of this kind of rapturous soul making, distinctions such as,
“If there is, ot is not, a gay soul,” seem unimportant. v

Alan Davidson, a state-registered massage therapist, has been a student

of spiritual practices for 20 years and a very successful homosexual for
about 30 years.

Next month, OutSmart magazine will explore Judaism. '
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A Seirituality for

Sexual Mihorities

by Loren T. Connell, OFM

Iamagay, Roman Catholic, German-Irish
American man, who deeply loves the tra-
dition expressed through the Judeo-
Christianscriptures. Each of those
personal characteristics of mine

Thisstory shows methat no one person or
group has an exclusive place in God’s
plan, but that everyone is privileged to
share in God’s love. You do not

have to believe in baptism or in

is a significant factor in my spiri-
tuality. Change any one of them,
and you change my spirituality. My back-
ground may or may not parallel yours; my
perspective may or may not reflect your
thoughts or your theology. Whatever the
case, as you follow my considerations, you
may find some connections with your own,
One of my favorite Bible stories is
found in the Acts of the Apostles, chapter
8, the story of Philip and an Ethiopian
eunuch. The eunuch holds an important
position in the court of the Ethiopian
queen. He holds that position in part because
of his sexuality—castrated as an infant so as
tobeabletoserveintheking’s harem, heisno
threat to the queen. Today he is riding im-
pressively in a carriage, pulled by horses,
driven by aservant. Great though his position
may be, the eunuch knows in his heart—as

the theological discussion that
Philip and the eunuch had, in
order to see the racial, sexual, and cul-
tural inclusivity of the story. All people
have a place in God’s family. The scrip-
tures, e.g., Deuteronomy 23, were no
doubt cited by the religious zealots of the
day to condemn the eunuch and his ilk.
Philip and the eunuch capture in story
form, however, another theme of those
same scriptures; namely, the lavishness of
God’s love, aptly promised in this in-
stance by the author of Isaiah in chapter
56: “Donot let the eunuch say, ‘Tam justadry
tree,” for thus says the Most High, ‘To the
eunuchs who keep my sabbaths, who choose
the things that please me and hold fast my
covenant, [ will give, in my house and within
my walls, amonument and aname better than
sons and daughters—I will give them an ever-

does the servant driv-

lasting name that shall

ing the carriage—that
he is an object of deri-
sion and contempt to
all his fellow servants
and courtiers, both male
and female, who canac-
ceptably function sexu-
ally. Any gay person
who has ever been clos-
eted knows the feeling
that accompanies such
knowledge—shame at
the very core of one’s

serve
king’s

and he and the eunuch
have a spiritual conver-
sation. Going pastsome
water, the eunuch, over-

Castrated as
ah ihfant so as
tfo be able fo

‘ the eunuch is
bc":ﬂgl'nngcomes Philip, no th reat to
the queen.

not be cut off."”

The Judeo-Chris-
tian tradition is some-
times invoked—inap-
propriately, in my
judgment—to mar-
ginalize and condemn
us. On the contrary, I
see that tradition as
one which explicitly
reaches out to those
whose culture has
marginalized and con-
demned them, includ-
ing sexual minorities.
I sec that tradition as
one which affirms and
embraces us. | invite
you to claim in your

inh the
harem,

whelmed with the
awareness of God’s personal love for him,
asksto be baptized. The carriage stops; Philip
and the eunuch get out; and Philip baptizes
the man, who then resumes his journey, no
longer ashamed but rejoicing. We read noth-
ing more of this unnamed visitor to Jerusa-
lem. We leave him with his joy—joy in the
knowledge that God loves himinfinitely...and
at the very core of his being.

heart the place that
your God has reserved for you...at the very
core of your lesbigay self! v

Loren Connell is the pastoral coordinator at
Kolbe House, offering hospitality and spiritu-
ality in the tradition of Saint Francts of Assisi
to sexual minorities and persons nifected or
affected by HIV/AIDS. He can be reached at
Kolbe House, 1509 Fatrvtew, 713/522-8182
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by David N. Morales
Photo by Theresa DiMenno

“It is an indisputable but not widely known fact that thousands of boys
and girls of 14, 15, and 16 are fully homosexual and are making
advances to other persons of their own age or older. Itis these very young
people who most critically need guidance, and they often ask for it....
It seems criminally irresponsible to tell them (in order to comply with the
law), ‘Go away. Come back when you're 21.""

—Lyn Pedersen
JANUARY 1959

years after this quote from an editorial in
the seventh anniversary issue of ONE
magazine was published, it is evident that

some things have changed while others have not. Although
gay and lesbian youths certainly have more avenues to turn
to in 1996 than they did in 1959, those avenues, such as
counseling services, gay youth organizations, and support-
ive authority figures, are generally only found in major
metropolitan areas, leaving the majority of gay and lesbian
youths struggling on their own.

Furthermore, it is still not widely known that thousands
of teenage boys and girls are fully homosexual, in need of
supportand, oftentimes, guidance in order to come to terms
with their sexual identity. Ignorance and denial are the
primary reasons why the general public is unaware of these
sexual minority youth, who are usually reluctant to come
out, fearing hostility, discrimination, and rejection.

A 1989 federal study found that gay/lesbian yourhs
attempt suicide three rimes more than heterosexual youths,
accounting for 30 percent of successful teenage suicides.
The study also found that one-third to one-half of drop-out,
runaway, and street youths are sexual minority youths,
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Gay Youth: Come Back When You're 21

Continued from previous page

having been abandoned, neglected, or ejected from their homes and
communities. Publication and distribution of this report was delayed
over two years as two presidential administrations capitulated to
threats of right-wing members of Congress that to announce such
findings was to promote “the gay political agenda,” The report only
reached publication following a leak by an openly gay representative.

In the teport, author Paul Gibson makes the point: “I think thatin
comparison with some of the other factors contributing to youth
suicide, gay and lesbian kids might be one of the easiest groups to help.
Weknow that once these kids get some acceptance and support around
being homosexual, those suicidal feelings are largely reduced.”

Ina 1993 study, T.L. Hammelman reported that 29 percent of the
gay/lesbian youths surveyed had attempted suicide, with the majority
of the attempts occurring before age 20. Hammelman identified risk
factors including: 1) discovering same-sex preference early in adoles-
cence, 2) experiencing violence due to gay/lesbian identity, 3) using
drugs or alcohol in an effort to cope, and 4) being rejected by family
members as a result of being gay or lesbian,

HA.T.C.H.—
Not Just Another Port in a Storm

These harsh, cold facts about sexual minority youths have prompted
many individuals, both heterosexual and homosexual, to create orga-
nizations and support groups to help teens understand their orienta-
tion and to soften the effects of harassment by peers and the rejection
many experience from their families. The goal of these groupsis to help
sexual minority teens establish and maintain high levels of self-esteem
andto give them knowledge that will protect them from HIV infection,
drug abuse, running away, internalized homophobia, and the threat of
suicide.

Herein Houston, the Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexu-
als, better known as H.A.T.C.H., is a social and support organization
for sexual minority teens. Under the supervision and guidance of adult
homosexual and heterosexual facilitators, teens meet weekly to discuss
their experiences and to offer each other answers to questions about
issues they have in common.

Bob McLaughlin, Ph.D., a clinical psychologist in private practice
and a faculty member of Baylor College of Medicine, is a facilitator for

/3

H.A.T.C.H.'s new members’ group and also provides training for_
volunteers who wish to become group facilitators.

“I'm struck that the availability of services and appropriate role
models and so forth varies tremendously from one locale to the next,”
McLaughlin says. “Youth in the greater Houston area certainly have
some advantages in terms of this being an urban area where thereisa
lesbian and gay community with some visibility in the media,

“There are also some supports available to them, either for youth
who are still pretty conventionally socialized and living within their

own homes or for youth who have for one reason or another had to j

leave their homes,” continues McLaughlin. “However, not too geo-

graphically far from here, there are youth who don’t have anything like

that available to them. Even in Houston/Harris County most youth
struggle in isolation for a long time before finding a place that can

validate and affirm for them who they are as valuable human beings.”

H.A.T.C.H. began in 1987 when a gay student came to the First
Unitarian Church and shared his desire to form a support group for
youth who identified themselves as lesbian or gay. The program lasted
for about a year and then laid dormant until 1991 when Trish
Kolodney approached the pastor and received permission to restart
the program. Jay Asher soon joined Kolodney as co-director that year,
and within a few weeks Dr, McLaughlin became involved as well,

H.A.T.C.H."s mission is to provide safe social environments for
homosexual youths, offering role models and peer support, and
sponsoring educational and community outreach opportunities to
empower homosexual youths to become positive contributors to
society. To fulfill its mission, H.A.T.C.H. sponsors a wide variety of
activities, including their weekly social/educational/peer support meet-
ings.

. Sinceiits rebirth, H.A.T.C.H.’s attendance has increased dramati-
cally, and the organization has enjoyed many milestones. In 1992
H.A.T.C.H. participated in its first Gay Pride Parade. In 1993.the
group participated in the March on Washington, was featured in a
front page article in the Houston Post, held its first prom at L!le
Magnolia Ballroom, and appeared in an HBO special that still airs
periodically. In 1994 the group participated in Stonewall 25 in New
York and held its second prom at the Majestic Metro. In 1995
H.AT.C.H. was the Honorary Organizational Grand Marshal of
Houston'’s Pride Parade and hosted its third annual prom.

“Among the youth that I have had the honor of being able to wqu

Making Schools SAFE Places for All Students

counselor, administrator, or community mem

ber concerned about the welfare of gay and
lesbian students in this country, you won't want to
miss this informative lecture.

Kevin Jennings, executive director of the Gay,
Lesbian and Straight Teachers Network (GLSTN)
and editor of One Teacher in Ten (Alyson, 1994),
will be discussing the work that led to Massachu-
setts becoming the first state in the nation to ban
discrimination against students, including gay and
lesbian students, in K-12 public schools. Jennings
will also talk about the letter he wrote to his high
school principal explaining what it was like for him

l f you are a parent, youth, student, teacher,

Kevin Jennings:
gay student, gay teacher,
gay activist.

tors, parents, and community members, works to
create schools where respect for all is taught and
where difference is valued for the positive contri-
bution it makes in creating a more vibrant and
diverse community. Since homophobia and
heterosexism undermine a healthy school cli-
mate, GLSTN works to educate teachers, stu-
dents, and the public at large about the damaging
¢ effects these forces have on youth and adults

The free lecture, co-sponsored by P-FLAG
Houston, P-FLAG Victoria, and HAT.CH., will
be held Saturday, Feb. 17, at 2 pm at Grace
Lutheran Church, 2515 Waugh. For information,

to be a gay student and what you can do to enact change at your
former school.

GLSTN, the largest national federation of local organiza-
tions that bring together gay and straight teachers, administra-

call 713/942-7002. To receive a copy of “What You Can Do,"
write: GLSTN, 2124 Broadway, # 160, New York, NY 10023,
or call 212/387-2098. GLSTN asks that people who write a
letter to a teacher forward @ copy of the letter to GLSTN.
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with through H.A.T.C.H., T have seen some youth with all the conven-
tional trackings of success in terms of academic success, and support-
ive families, and a capacity to engage in very healthy peer relation-
ships,” says McLaughlin. “But I have also seen alotof otheryouth who,
asaresult of feeling so different and alienated from their peers, fall into
other subculture groups who may be more supportive of drug involve-
ment, running away, and living on the streets. Sometimes they are
running from horrible circumstances, yet sometimes they are running
away from traditional American families who cannot support who
they are, ,

“There is a broad range of support, or lack of support, from
families,” continues McLaughlin. “More now than in any previous
generation there are families

information compiled by Dr. McLaughlin in these workshops.

“I feel really good at how receptive the schools have been to the
information provided to them by Dr. McLaughlin,” Corn says. “We
ask the counselors if they want the H.A T.C.H. newsletter, we encour-
age them to continue attending conferences on the subject, and we
encourage them to listen to the kids to find out what they need.”

“My experience in working with counselors is that most of the
ones who actually provide personal counseling are fully aware that
these young people are out there and recognize their lack of training
and their feelings of inadequacy about providing support for them,”
says McLaughlin. “I believe that, as specialized training is legitimized
for these counselors, they will feel able to provide a safer environment

whoare willing to respect their
children’s emerging sexuality
because the parents too have
greater access to accurate in-
formation about the range of
adaptations that sexual minori-
ties make through their ado-
lescence and adulthood. How-
ever, it’s clearly still the case
that the majority of parents
have a hard time, at least ini-
tially, with the news that their
child may be lesbian or gay.”
When gay and lesbian
youths fear rejection by their
family and peers, they often
seek out older gay men or les-
bians to act as role models
or mentors. However,
McLaughlin saysthereisa hesi-
tancy on the part of adult lesbi-
ans and gay men to even pro-
vide basicinformation and safe
havens for youth because of
the potential vilification from
the broader community, like
theall-to-common accusations
of recruiting youth.
“Paradoxically, virtuallyall
of those lesbians and gay men

would be

If a student is being
harassed about his
sexual orientation and
that child is living that
lifestyle, of course he

resign from the schaool

immediately. ’ ,

for those youth.

“I also know that there
are many teachers, both
straight and gay or lesbian,
whowould gladly provide safe
havens for these students in
their schools if they did not
feel that they would be stig-
. matized, ostracized, and pos-
sibly fired simply for stand-
ing up for their students,”
McLaughlin continues. “The
one action that we could take
within the state that would
absolutely protect these
young people would be to
provide job protection for
people who are lesbian, gay,
orbisexual, in such a way that
peoplewould notfear for their
own livelihood just by advo-
cating for students who need
it.”

asked to

In addition to offering
educational workshops to
their counselors about the
existence of sexual minority
youth and the unique issues
these youth face, HISD has
updated their sexual harass-
ment policy to include same-

know that they were not re-
cruited and recall their own personal experience of looking for exactly
thekind of mentoring that today’s youths arelooking for,” McLaughlin
says. “Yet we are all a product of the culture that raised us, and we are
subject to the same sort of naive concerns about homophobic notions.
Sometimes that causes us to shy away from being thesort of healthy role
models that people ought to be able to be.”

Certainly there are laws about intimate contacts of a physical sort
that could be interpreted as being violated if excessive sexual content
were part of the verbalizations; however, McLaughlin feels that the
possibility of being found guilty of any criminal charges by simply
talking to youth, answering questions, and sharing experiences is
improbable. “I would strongly advocate that lesbians and gay men
should feel no more hesitant about providing those kinds of learning
socialization experiences than any other person would.”

It Starts With Education

Another sign that things are beginning to change locally is the
Houston Independent School District’s (HISD) willingness to con-
ductworkshops for its counselors that are designed to make them more
aware of and sensitive to the needs of sexual minority youth. Marcia
Corn, Supervisor of Secondary Guidance and Counseling at HISD
and the catalyst for much of the progress being madeat HISD, has used

sex harassment. This enables
astudentto filea complaint against someone who is harassing him/her
because of their sexual orientation. Other schools have what are
known as “honor codes”—agreements signed by individual students
that state he/she will honor the dignity of other students. Under these
codes verbal abuse of gay/lesbian students is considered a violation,
and disciplinary action can be taken.

An administrator at a high school within the Lamar Consolidated
School District recently disciplined a group of students, who were
tormenting a young man with gay slurs, by having them sign contracts,
stating they would leave the student alone. If any of the students violate
the contract, he said they would be immediately suspended, and, if the
any of the students violate the contract again upon returning from
suspension, the police would be called in and charges filed. “I was not
aware of the serious consequences of this type of abuse until a year and
a half ago when I lost a lesbian student to suicide,” said the adminis-
trator. “Now I take it very seriously,”

Unfortunately, not all school administrations are run by individu-
als supportive of gay concerns. An administrative secretary at an local
unnamed Christian school responded to the question of harassment by
saying, “Well, certainly we don’t allow any of our students to harass
others in any way. However, if a student is being harassed about his
Continued on next page
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Gay Youth

Continued from previous page

sexual orientation, and that child is living that
lifestyle, of course hewould be asked to resign
from the school immediately.”

Anti-harassment policies and honor codes
are a vitally important way to protect gay/
lesbian youths from increasing amounts of
harassment. Dr. McLaughlin feels that ha-
rassment is worse now than in the past as a
result of the greater visibility of gays and
lesbians through media attention.

“While integration into the larger culture
may be easier for a lot of sexual minority kids
in the '90s, there is also a backlash,” says
McLaughlin. “In the past there was less gen-
eral awareness of just how many lesbians and
gay men there are, and now that people are
having to confront their realities, it brings the
issue to the consciousness of the would-be
harassers who probably would never had
thought much of it in the past.

“What I hear from youths in schools con-
cerning harassment ranges tremendously, and
to some degree the reactions that youths get
from their peers have a lot to do with their
own personal strengths and resources,” con-
tinues McLaughlin. “Youths who havestrong
personalities, tend to be academically and
socially successful, and are able to negotiate
relationships with a broad range of peers may
find that, if they come out or if others suspect

that they are lesbian or gay, there is more
curiosity than there is hostility. On the other
hand, youths who don’t have those kinds of
personal resources available tothem are much
more likely to be ostracized by their peers and
may suffer a terrible amount of verbal harass-
ment and physical abuse.”

As for the current state of affairs in regard
to sexual minority youth, Dr. McLaughlin
feels that there is broad range of support out
there for youth—from those who are geo-
graphically separated from active supports
but find access through the Internet, all the
way up through youth who are actively in-
volved in organizations like H.A.T.C.H. and
StreetWise in Houston, or similar organiza-
tion in other cities.

“I think there is hope for the future. It
would be hard to be in this field without
having hope. Part of the hope is based on the
fact that other parts of the country have been
able to address these issues in a more pro-
active way, and school districts are increas-
ingly recognizing that a lot of young people’s
lives are being damaged, impeded, and, in
some cases, are literally being lost as a result of
their failure to provide adequate protection
for these youths.” v

Anyone interested in becoming a member of
H.A.T.C.H. or who would like to volunteer
some time to its efforts can call 713/942-7002.
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“StreetWise" kids with case

.

manager Fred Reninger (sitting, far right).

Unlike for voting,
drinking, and regis-
tering for the draft,
there is no magical
age at which an
individual “turns
gay.” For some, the
realization comes
during adulthood.
For most, it’s
child’s play.

Where the Streets Have No Name

n an episode of the now-cancelled
television show My So-Called Life,
Rickie, the openly gay teenage charac-
ter played by openly gay actor Wilson
Cruz, wanders the dark, rainy streets of Pitts-
burgh, having fearfully fled an overnight shel-
ter. He can’t go home to parents who don’t
accept him, he’s overstayed his welcome at
his friend Angela’s house. and he hasn’t yer
been accepted into a halfway house for gay
youth. Fortunately, the gay teacher who has
befriended him is just a phone call away, and
Rickie ends up spending the night with him
and his lover,

Rickie was lucky. Many gay and lesbian
teenagers don't have a teacher to rescue them
or a friend’s family who will take them in.
Instead, they have the choice of a home where
they are not wanted or the streets, where drug
use, prostitution, and crime are a way of life.
For those who end up on the streets of I Hous-
ton, though, there is a place to turn to where
people care.

StreetWise Houston, formerly known as
HIPY (Houston Institute for the Protection
of Youth), is a place where these disenfran-
chised, homeless, thrownaway youth are re-

by Eric L. Roland

spected and treated like human beings. At
StreetWise’s drop-in center located at 604
Westheimer in the heart of Montrose, kids
can walk in to take a shower, wash their
clothes, get a bite to eat, and, most impor-
tantly, get the empowerment they need to
become healthy, self-sufficient adults.

“When first started working here, it was
very hard for me to see and hear kids whose
lives weresohorrible, and the way theylooked
at it they didn’t even want to be alive,” says
Fred Reninger, one of Street Wise's case man-
agers. “Then I started to see one of them
finally start taking care of himself and feel
that his life was valuable.”

Besides giving them some of their basic
needs, the stalf at StreetWise help their cli-
ents in setting personal goals that will get
them back on their feet and off the streets.
They can help clients get asteadyjob and then
help them get an apartment; they can refer
them to an agency that will assist them in
getting their Graduate Equivalancy Diploma
(G.E.D.), medical care, or drug/alcohol abuse
treatment; and they can help them get food
stamps, a I arris County Medical Gold Card,

or something as simple as an ID. Among
other services StreetWise offers are facili-
tated support groups, peer counseling, and a
supportive and understanding ear.

“We're not counselors or therapists, but
a lot of times it’s the first time some of these
people have had anyone to listen to them
withoutjudging them,” Reninger says. “Some-
times we are the last chance for these kids.
Some of them have been through so many
programs that you can’t count where they’ve
been, yet they are much more well-adapted
than what a lot of people think. It's just what
they’ve had to adapt to.”

StreetWise was founded in 1992 as the
Lewis-Scott Youth Center, a counseling cen-
ter for gay and lesbian teenagers named after
co-founders Lane Lewis and Bill Scott (also
one of the founders of Montrose Counseling
Center, Body Positive, and AIDS Founda-
tion Houston). With only about 50 percent of
the clients self-identifying as gay, lesbian,
bisexual, or transgendered and with the need
for counseling and programming for teenag-
ers living with HIV (homeless youth have a
high rateof HIV infection), the center evolved

Continued on next page
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Where Streets Have No Name

Continued from previous page

to help all street youth, changing their name
to the Houston Institute for the Protection of
Youth (HIPY). They began a street outreach
program, educating street youth on HIV/
STD prevention, distributing condoms, and

harassed by the police, risk going to jail, and
have to spend the night sleeping under a
bridge.

“I think people want to believe that the
simple answer is that these kids just have a
wild hair and that they need to make up and
go home,” says Brown, who himself lived on
the streets of Montrose as a teenager. “But

and many residents of the lower Westheimer
area have continuously uttered that all-too-
common phrase “not in my backyard” and
have called the police to “control the prob-
lem.” The police, in turn, give them tickets
for hitchhiking and jaywalking.

“The police see it as being a prevention
tool, but all they’re doing is lowering the self-

informing them of outreach cen-

ters in their area, as well as open-
ing their own five-day-a-week
drop-in center then located at the
corner of Westheimer and
Montrose.

With the move around the
cornerto their current location on
Westheimer, the center expanded
their days of operation to seven
days a week, 365 days a year, be-
cause homelessness is not just a
Monday through Friday issue.
This past fall HIPY underwent an

getshit.”

administrative change when they

“Ifyou’re a single man or woman
that doesn’t have a baby, that
doesn’thave a serious mental
illness, that doesn’t have a sub-
stance abuse problem, or if
you’re not HIV positive, you don’t

—Tracy Brown
StreetWise’s Director of Development

merged with Sand Dollar, a local
service organization, and their named changed
to StreetWise Houston, The name may have
changed but the services didn’t.

Tracy L. Brown, director of development,
knows that the problems the clients facewon’t
change either. They will still be faced with the
issues of prostitution, drug use, crime, and
the risk of HIV infection. They will still get

sometimes the streets are better than home
for these kids. They look no different, they
don’t wear little colored hats on their heads
that say ‘T’m Homeless,’ but the reality is that
at night they sleep in alleyways and in boxes.”

The organization, under all its different
names, has often been the center of contro-
versy in the Montrose area. Civic associations

Todd M. Johnson
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esteem of the kids and reinforcing that they
areworthless people,” says Brown. “Itdoesn’t
make the prostitution and drug abuse go
away—it has been going on for years and it
will continue to go on for years until we start
building self-esteem. Handing out tickets is
not self-esteem building.”

Many residents of the lower Westheimer
area have said that the drop-in center draws
street youth to the area, but Reninger argues
that these kids have been there for years,
which is why the center is in its current
location.

“The kids aren’t there because we're
there; we’re there because that’s where the
kids are,” he says. “In order to target gay and
lesbian youth, we needed to bein a neighbor-
hood where they are and where they’re going
to feel safer. We could be in other parts of
town where we wouldn’t be bothering any-
one, but the kids wouldn’t feel safe going
there or they just wouldn’t have access.”

“ can see why the residents of this neigh-
borhood want to get rid of this organization
and the kids because of the street hustlers,
prostitution, and drugs,” says one of
StreetWise's clients, who goes by the name
George. “But I think if, instead of driving by
and seeing it, they actually came in here to
listen to the people describe what they go
through every day and every night and what
StreetWise tries to do for them, they would
understand why we're out here. A lot of these
people aren’t out here because they want to
be. The ones that are out here are here be-
cause they have to make money because they
can't go home. That's the ones they need to
see that need help.”

George himself is an example of some-
one who didn’t choose to be on the streets.
Two years ago, the 21-year-old high school

drop-out, who got his G.E.D. by the time he

All major credit cards accepted
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was 17 and an associate’s degree in music and
video business when he was 20, was living in
a one-bedroom apartment working two jobs,
When he lost one job and lost hours at the
other job, George was forced to move into a
rooming house. After losing another job, he
ended up on the streets and a client of
StreetWise.

“I’s taught me how to love people, I used
to hate everything—hate people, hate soci-
ety,” George says. “When I came out here I
had to start loving to get to know people, to
get to trust them.”

Reninger says that each person’s story of
how they ended up living on the streets is
unique. Some have come from families where
drug and alcohol abuse is a way of life or
where physical, sexual, or psychological abuse
drove them to a “safer” existence on the
streets. Many of the gay and lesbian kids, who
either came out to their parents or whose
parents suspected, were told they needed to
change in order to stay at home or they had to
leave. StreetWise also sees the occasional
teen who, after spending a few nights on the
street, returns home realizing that they can
put up with whatever they were unhappy
with at home or at school. :

“What's a shame is that some of them get
trapped here and stuck on the streets and
then they start losing hope,” he says. “It can
take a long time to get them out of that loss of
hope because they get sucked into it.”

Oneof Street Wise’s most crucial services
is their HIV and STD education and testing
program, They routinely conduct educational
workshops for the clients that teach how to
put on a condom and properly use it, how to
protect themselves from HIV and other sexu-
ally transmitted disease, and the importance
of getting tested. Several different organiza-
tions come in to do testing on the clients, and,
although they don’t require clients to have an
HIV test, they do strongly encourage it.

“Ireally push HIV testing,” says George,
who remains HIV negative but did test posi-
tive for tuberculosis (TB). “I've heard a lot of
people out here say that they don’t use
condoms. That shows me that they don’t care
about themselves—there’s no love and no
respect for themselves.”

Unfortunately, there are a small percent
age of StreetWise’s clients who are trying to
get infected with HIV, according to Brown.
These clients see their HIV-positive friends
get attention, in the form of casier access to
housing, medical care, food stamps, and the
welfare system in general. A similar circum-
Stance Imppvns with youngwomen who ryto
become pregnant because they see their
friends with children get help from WIC
(Women, Infants, and Children),

“Theway the welfare system works is that
they want peaple to stay HIV negative, but
they reward people for being 11V positive,”

Continued! on next hage
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Where Streets Have No Name

Continued from previous page

Brown says. “If you’re a single man or woman
that doesn’t have a baby, that doesn’t have a

success in a different way,” says Reninger.
“For some of the kids, honestly, if they just
show up alive the next day, that’s successful.”

“The first success s getting them through
the door,” says Brown, “then getting them to
continue to come, then anything is possible.”

)

“For some of the kids,
honestly, if they just show
up alive the next day,
that’s successful.”

—Fred Reninger
A StreetWise Case Manager

serious mental illness, that doesn’t have a
substance abuse problem, or if you’re not
HIV positive, you don't get shit.”

Getting the kids to realize that becoming
infected with HIV is not the answer to their
problemsis, of course, only oneof StreetWise’s
potential successes. Keeping kids out of jail,
getting them to stop prostitution and drug
and alcohol abuse, and helping them find a
job or an apartment are other successes in
making clients of StreetWise former clients.

“When I first started here, I thought ev-
eryone would be able to show good change
really quickly, but I've learned to measure

HELP

Although StreetWise is funded through grants
from the state and federal governments and
from organizations, such as Magic Jobnson
Foundation and AmFAR, none of their fund-
ing actually pays for the food served to the
clients. Ifyou'd like to belp, StreetWise accepts
donations of non-perishable food items (Ramen
noodles are a bit!), toiletries (deodorant, dis-
posable razors, bath towels), paper cups/plates/
bowls, and clothing, as well as cash donations
and in-kind services at their 604 Westheimer

location.
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ORGANIZATIONS
FOR GAY YOUTH

* LOCAL -

H.A.T.C.H. (Houston Area Teen Coalition
of Homosexuals) is open to gays and lesbians
age |5-2| and meets Fridays from 7:30-10 pm
and Sundays from 6:30-9 pm. Call 713/942-
7002 for location and information.
StreetWise Houston assists homeless,
thrownaway, and street youth with issues
including discimination due to sexual orien-
tation or ethnicity, substance abuse, housing,
and HIV/STD testing. Their outreach centeris
located at 604 Westheimer. 7 |3/942-9884.
20 Something is a social group for gays,
lesbians, and bisexuals age 20-29. For more
information and meeting time and place, call
713/315-6786.

GLOBAL (Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Alli-
ance at the University of Houston) is a social,
political, and support group for the university
gay/lesbian/bisexual population and its sup-
porters that meets weekly. For more infor-
mation and meeting time and place, call
713/743-7690.

* NATIONAL »
Hetrick-Martin Institute sponsors an
outreach program and drop-in centerin New
York City, as well as running the Harvey Milk
High School, a special high school for gay and
lesbian youths that's part of the New York
City School system. For more information on
their programs and how they might be a
model for activities,.contact Hetrick-Martin
Institute, 401 West Street, New York, NY
10014, 212/633-8920

* PEN-PALS *
Alyson Letter Exchange Program or-
ganizes written communication between gay
and lesbian youths (youmustbe 2 | oryounger)
all over the world. To participate, write to
Letter Exchange, c/o Alyson Publications, 40
Plympton Street, Boston, MA 021 |8.
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tub, only 2 1/5 blocks to the harbor
* gourmel breakfast included.

Spacious Honeymoon Suite,
Master Suite & Guest House

Corpus Christi/Rockport
732 S. Pearl St.

For reservations call:
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Japanese Researchers

Find HIV Antibody

TOKYO — A Japanese medical research
team said it has found an antibody that kills cells
infected with HIV, raising hopes of a cure forﬁ*ge
deadly disease. The antibody, Immune Globulin
M, was found in the blood serums of seven
people who have carried HIV for |2 years but
who have not become ill with AIDS, said Dr.
Noriko Okada at Nagoya City University's
medical school. She said four patients in the
study who have developed AIDS did not have
the antibody. 'Ifwe can cultivate it, the antibody
would be an effective AIDS drug,"' Okada said.
She said a limited number of people have such
types of serum and that according to the team's
survey, less than 2 percent of serum ;amples
from the people with HIV studied contained the
antibody. "'A certain group of people with

special backgrounds or physical conditions seem
to have the antibody, but we have yetto study
what those conditions are," she said.

U.K. Researchers Testing
‘Chemical Condoms’

for Women

LONDON — According to a report in the

" New Scientist, researchers in the UK. are work-
ing on developing vaginal virucides that_ they
hope would protect women from HIV infec-
tion but still allow them to get pregnant. Thg
scientists say the “chemical condoms' coulq, if
successful, selectively block HIV from infecting
susceptible body cells without killing off }he
male sperm cells. Research on the vaginal
virucides initially started in the mid-1980s but
was abandoned because of damage the sub-
sstances caused to vaginal cells. The latest re-

search uses new combinations of the HIV-
blocking substances that the scientists believe
will not cause cell damage.

Baboon Cell Transplant

Patient Leaves Hospital

SAN FRANCISCO — Jeff Getty, the Al DS
patient who in mid-Decembef was given
baboon bone marrow injections in an expen-
mental procedure doctors hope will bolster
his failing immune system, left San Francisco
General Hospital on January 4—a week ear-
lierthan he had been scheduled for discharge.
Although Getty’s physician, Dr. Steven Deeks,
said the 38-year-old Oakland, Calif, man was
well enough to be discharged, the scientists
say it will be weeks or months before they can
tell if the controversial new procedure has
worked or not. His early discharge only means,

Houston HIV /AIDS News

H.O.P.E. Resource

Center Opens Hotline

H.O.P.E. Resource Center at Park
Plaza Hospital, in conjunction with the
Montrose Clinic, announces its new
HIV/AIDS Information and Physician
Referral Hotline. Questions will be an-
swered regarding HIV testing informa-
tion and locations, transmission risk,
education, support groups, ﬁnanc_|a|
services, legal assistance, nutritional guid-
ance, and physician referral. The hotline
phone numbers are 7 |3/285-1290 or
800/527-1551.

Model Volunteer
Program Continues

at Thomas Street

In addition to its many community
service-related duties, People With
AIDS (PWA) Coalition's Volunteer
Program at Thomas Street Clinic
recently conducted tours of the clinic
dunng its early-January grand re-
opening.

Women ’s
HIV Coalition
Conference Set

©n Thursday, January 25, 1996, the Women's HIV

information desk, work in social ser-
vices, in the lab, and in other impor-
tant areas.

Tobecome involved with the coa-
lition or for more information, call
713/938-1533.

Jimmerson Announces

Coalition will present its second annual conference. meen
Empowering Women in the Age of AIDS. This ggthenng of
healthcare providers, human service professionals, and
interested public will be held at Temple Emanul, 1500
Sunset Boulevard, from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm. Although the
registration fee is $ 15, women who identify themselves as
HIV positive may attend free-of-charge.

Dr. Patricia Salvato of Summit Medical Group, Meryl
Cohen of Planned Parenthood, and other women ex-
perts will discuss medical and psycho-social aspects of HIY
and other sexually transmitted diseases frqm awoman's
perspective, including sexual and emotional intimacy, legal
and financial issues.

Continuing Education Hours (CEU's) ha_\ve been ap-
proved. For more information and to register (anony-
mously or otherwise), call 713/935-8530.

The volunteer program, considered
a mode! for programs like it across the
United States, encourages empowerment
and seeks to build the self-esteem of both
volunteers and patients alike. It is 90 percent
staffed by persons who are patients at the

clinic and/or clients of the PWA Caoalition, and
logsapproximately | 6,000 volunteerhours each
year. Volunteers perform light clerical duties, act
as patient buddies, answer telephones; staffthe

Resignation From

Montrose Clinic

Chris Jimmerson, vice president Qf
clinic operations, has announced hls
resignation from the Montrose Clinic,
having joined the clinic’s operation in
1990. ,

“While it was a very difficult deci-
sion, | remain very committed to the
purpose of the clinic and Houston
Clinical Research Network. It is grati-
fying to know | can pursue my per-
sonal and educational goals now that
| know the clinic's administration is
equally supportive of all progmmg"
Jimmerson will continue to work with
HCRN on avolunteerbasis, as well as
other clinic programs.

The Montrose Clinic is accepting

résumés for position of vice president of
clinic operation. Applicants can mail résumés
to Montrose Clinic, P.O. Box 66308, Hous-
ton, TX 77006.
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Deeks said, that his patient shows no signs of
any initial infections transmitted from the ba-
boon. Researchers from the University of Cali-
fomia at San Francisco and the University of
Pittsburgh involved.in the transplant used the
baboon marrow because the animals have
been found to be resistant to HIV- |, the human
version ofthe AIDS virus. But during the months
1o come, the doctors will test Getty to deter-
mine if the marrow is being accepted or re-
jected by his body, whether the cells have
concentrated in the man's own bone marrow
as they should, whether they are reproducing
as they will have to if they are to be effective,
and, most critically, if they are in fact fighting off
the virus in Getty's body. “So far the only thing
we can really conclude is that the procedure
was safe,”" Deeks said during a press confer-
ence. "The more critical question about whether
or not this procedure actually provided any
benefit for |eff remains unclear.”

Canada to Issue

AIDS Stamp
TORONTO — Canada's postal authorities
willissue a special commemorative AlDS stamp
later this year to coincide with the | 1th annual
AIDS Conference scheduled to be held in
Vancouver this May.

Philly Female Condom

Giveaway Program Popular

PHILADELPHIA — Officials with the Phila-
delphia health department say they've given
away some 80,000 female condoms during the
first five months the free distribution program
has been in operation in the city, The female
condoms, marketed by Female Health Com-
pany of Chicago under the Reality brand name,
have proven to be fairly popular with women
after being introduced in the U.S, a little over a
year ago, because they can be inserted hours in
advance, give women control over their own
protection, and are significantly stronger than
most male condoms, In initial marketing re-
search, the Reality condoms also were popular
among many gay men for anal intercourse,

Budget Battle

Halting AIDS Programs

WASHINGTON — The budget stalemate
between Congress and President Clinton that
has led to the partial shutdown of the federal
govemment is gnnding a number of AIDS/HIV
programs to a halt. The National Institutes of
Health has been forced to freeze some 4,000
research grants until the budget battle is re-
solved, and its treatment facility in Maryland is
accepting no new patients. More than half of its
16,000 workers have been put on furloughs
during the budget crisis and all but critical
research expeniments have been suspended,
The massive AIDS Clinical Trials Group, a
government-funded effort at some 100 medi-
cal facilities around the country with about
13000 patients, has also stopped accepting
new patients.

HolisticHIV/AIDS

Conference Expands
L3 oS40
to Six Cities

AIDS, Medicine and Miracles, a national

nonprofit organization based in Boulder.
Colorado, has announced its expanded
1996 holistic HIV/AIDS conference sched-
ule. In 1996, AIDS, Medicine and Miracles
will present conferences in Seattle, Wash-
ington, March 1-3; Denver, Colorado, April
12-14; Rhinebeck, New York, May 30-June
2; Vancouver, Canada, July 7; Washington,
DC, October 10; and Houston, Texas, in
November,

For the past nine years, AIDS, Medicine
and Miracles has presented holistic retreats
for people living and working with HIV and
AIDS, The nationallyacclaimed conferences
explore both traditional westem medicine
and complementary therapies. For further
information on the programs orto request
registration orscholarship material, call 303/
447-8777 or fax 303/447-3902.

HIV Showing Up at

Chinese Universities
BEWING — Newspapers in China have re-
ported that during “spot checks" at universities,
Chinese health officials found 10 HIV-infected
students at two colleges in the capital city.

Health officials in the country say getting AIDS
information and education programs to the
country’s schools is “extremely urgent" and
estimate that more than 60 percent of those
infected with HIV in the country are under the
age of 29 years.

January AIDS Special on PBS

SAN FRANCISCO — In January, PBS will
begin airing a four-hour television special Posi-
tive: Life With HIV around the country. Unlike
many other TV programs about HIV and AIDS,
Positive is aimed at people living with the virus
more than at the general viewer. An eclectic
mixture of styles, ranging from documentary to
animation, there are also snippets of ireverent
low comedy and a musical comedy spoof, some
of which may even offend some viewers be-
cause of their irreverence. Methods of survival,
not political correctness, is what Positive is
about, according to the show's producer Janet
Cole, and presenting the epidemic from the
perspective of those stricken with AIDS was
her focus.

AIDS Leading Cause
of Death
Among Florida Prisoners
CHICAGO — Writing in the American Jour-
nal of Public Health, Adansi Amankwaa with the
Florida prisons department saysthat a review of
mortality data from 1987-92 in the state's

Continued on next page

Permanent Change is Guaranteed

A safe, drug-free method of using your subconscious to
let go of the negative “dis-ease” buried in your past.

* Release pain/stress

* Elimnate habits/addictions e Irprove relazionships/abilities/self-confaence
* Permanent weight loss

* PastiFuture/inter-life expererces
* Release avuse effects

Mike Beaver
Certified Hypnotherapist

* Stop smicking In ore or two 5essions
* Overcome depression/griefifearsiphotias

Call (713) 978-6770 for an appointment.
pager (713) 712-2915 « 3838 Hillcroft, Suite 315

Center for Healthy Sexuality

Treatment of:

* Sexual Addiction and Compulsion
* Intimacy and Relationship Problems

* Sexual Abuse and Incest Issues

Individual, Couple and Group Therapies Available

Dr. Barbara Levinson * (713) 785-2600
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prisons indicates that AIDS was the main cause
of inmate deaths during the five-year period,
accounting for more than 50 percent of all
prison deaths in 1992. The study also indicated
that inmate deaths from the disease were
increasing compared with other causes of death
in prisons and that most of the AlIDS-related
deaths were occurring among black prisoners.

Proposed Bill

to Aid Partners Measures
SACRAMENTO, Calif. — California As-

semblyman Wally Knox (D-West Hollywood)
will introduce a measure in the state legislature
early in 1996 that would authonze the giant
California Public Employees & Retirement Sys-
tem (CAL-PERS) to open its health insurance
coverage plans to the domestic partners of
municipal and other govemment agency em-
ployees in the state. Some 80 or so Califomia
cities and regional boards and commissions
carry their employee health insurance through
CAL-PERS. But CAL-PERS regulations govem-
ing the state-operated health and medical insur-
ance plan specifically exclude "common law
spouses”’ and "life partners” as eligible em-
ployee dependents, preventing the cities, coun-
ties, and special districts in the CAL-PERS pro-
gram from offering partner benefits to their gay
or straight workers even if they want to.

Moms’ High HIV Levels

Infect Newborns

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Accordingto a
study published in the Proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, New York State
health department researchers report that fairly
high levels of HIV in the blood of women who
are pregnant is required before the virus can be
passed along to their newboms. The scientists
found that women with levels of HIV in their
bloodstreams at about 50,000 viruses per mil-
liliter of blood had a 75 percent or greater
likelihood of passing the virus on to their infants.
At lower levels, the chances of the women
transmitting the virus to their newboms was
significantly lower, the researchers said. The
scientists said the finding helps explain why
some HIV-positive women give birth to
infected infants, while other infected mothers
do not.

Appeals Court Nixes

AIDS Privacy Award

PHILADELPHIA — The US. Court of Ap-
peals for the 3rd Circuit has ruled 2- that
SEPTA (the Southeast Pennsylvania Transporta-
tion Authority) did not invade the privacy of an
employee with AIDS by closely monitoring in-
surance claims for drugs through the man's
policy. The ruling overtums a $125,000 jury
verdict in favor of the employee, who had filed
the “Jjohn Doe" suit against SEPTA. Earlier this
year a jury awarded Doe damages to compen-

sate him for emotional distress he said he
incurred after leaming that SEPTA's chief ad-
ministrative officer discovered he was infected
with HIV in 1992. SEPT A officials said they were
examining insurance claims for medications for
signs of fraud and drug abuse when they asked
SEPTA doctors about Retrovir, one of the
drugs Doe was taking, and were told it was for
the treatment of AIDS. “We hold that a self-
insured employer's need for access to em-
ployee prescription records under its heaith
insurance plan, when the information disclosed
is only forthe purpose of monitoring the plans
by those with a need to know outweighs an
employee's interest in keeping his prescription
drug purchases confidential," said Circuit Judge
Max Rosenn in the majority ruling.

Drug 3TC
Also Appears Effective
Against Hepatitis B

BOSTON — Two preliminary tests of a
newly approved AIDS drug, 3TC (also known
as lamivudine or Epivir), published in the New
England Joumal of Medicine, indicate the medi-
cine also seems to suppress HBV, the hepatitis
B virus, in chroriic cases. One study, led by Dr.
Jules Dienstag of Massachusetts General Hospi-
tal, found that after a 12-week course of 3TC,
about 20 percent of chronically infected hepa-
titis B patients showed no traces of the HBV.
Interferon is the only currently approved medi-
cation to combat chronic hepatitis B and has
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life's adventure through....

« New Decision Technique™
» Psychic Readings

« Feng Shui Consultations

Sandra Nic‘soLas

For information
and an appointment,

been shown to be effective in about a third of
those given the drug, But interferon must be
taken for a fairly long period of time and has a
number of very unpleasant side effects, which is
not apparently the case with 3TC. Further
studies will now be undertaken to determine
long-term effects of the drug in combating
hepatitis B, possibly in combination with other
drugs.

Praying Against
s AIDS

SAN FRANCISCO
—The “power of
prayer” is being ex-
: aminedto see what
e/ 0k —if any—impact it
{ : / %3 / may have on people
- /A~ with AIDS, Backed
S by the Noetic Sci-
ences Institute based in nearby Sausalito,
10 people around the U.S, with AIDS are
receiving “intentions" or prayers daily from
other people from coast to coast. An-
other group of 10 people with AIDS are
. also participating in the study as a control
group but are not being prayed for. The
institute hopes to find any significant
changes in the T-cell counts in one group
over the other.

AIDS Discharge Provision

Passes Congress

WASHINGTON — The House of Repre-
sentatives has approved the military reauthori-
zation bill and sent it on to President Clinton,
including an amendment that would mandate
automatic discharge of members of the armed
forces who test positive for HIV. The House
passed the legislation by a 267- 149 vote, even
though Senate leaderstried to convince repre-
sentatives to drop the HIV discharge amend-
ment, introduced by far-nght Rep. Robert
Doman (R-Calif)), President Clinton has also
said the Doman provision may make him veto
the $265 billion spending authorization. There
are about 1,150 members of the U.S. military
currently infected with HIV.

Vatican Denounces

Safer Sex Programs

ROME — The Vatican has reiterated its
objections to safer sex programs and sex
education classes in public schools, The 60-
page book for Catholic parents, organized by
the church's Pontifical Council for the Family,
urges parents to teach their children about sex
at home to keep their children away from
“negative influences.” The publication also calls
safer sex educational efforts "a dangerous and
immoral policy, based on the illusory theory
that a condom can provide sufficient protec-
tion against AIDS."

U.S. Firm Bought
Mislabeled, Untested

African Blood Plasma

PHILADELPHIA — Blood plasma that was
smuggled out of Africa between 1985 and
|987 was later sold in Europe to Armour
Pharmaceutical Co. of Collegeville, Pa., and
tumed into blood products for human use,
according to a report in the Philadelphia In-
quirer. The paper reported that documents
obtained from the Commission of Inquiry on
the Blood System in Canada indicate some [4-
I5 such shipments of blood were smuggled
out of AIDS-ravaged Africa, disguised as animal
blood by the firm that imported the blood to
Europe, and later sold to Armour. The report
says there is no evidence that Amour was
aware the blood plasma had been illegally
imported from Africa, and apparently had
been told it was plasma from Canadian donors
who had been screened for HIV.

KS-Linked Virus
Found in Semen

of HIV+ Gay Men

LONDON — According to a report in the
British medical journal Lancet, researchers with
the US. Centers for Disease Control have
found a virus strongly associated with Kaposi's
sarcoma in the semen of large numbers of gay
men with HIV, but not in many HIV-positive
heterosexual men. The scientists said that 64
percent of the infected gay men also had the
Kaposi's Sarcoma Associated Herpesvirus
(KSHV) in semen samples; of the non-gay men
examined, less than 24 percent were infected
with KSHV. The researchers said their findings
explain why a disproportionate number of gay
men may contract the cancerand suggests that
KSHV may be sexually transmitted. The CDC
scientists say further research s called forto try
to determine if KSHV is latent and then trig-
gered by an HIV infection. v
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with information/supplies
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and your lover had a nice
portrait made? Make it a
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and save $25 on your sitting
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Super Bow! Sunday

fee. (Offer expires 2/28) Enjoy the Big Game on Big Screen!
UTH. ~/RAVEL. Munchies & Happy Hour Prices!
SUNDAY, FEB. 4:
h, those three words conjure up delicious memories, Annual Old-Timers Reunion
thinking back to the dawn of my puberty, when by 2-6 pm at The Ranch
age 14, I pretty much knew I was gay because I'so
looked forward to Friday night slumber parties when all FRIDAY, FEB. 9;
the girls would finally hit the sleeping bags and “tickle Shiela Lennon %
backs” for hours on end. Smooth, live country comes to Ms. B’s Borthwick
By the time I was a senior in high school, I was } & xathy Drake
absolutely sure I was gay because I fell madly in love with SATURDAY, FEB. | 0:

Jormerly of
The FREDS!

adarlingnew sophomore English teacher, recently gradu-
ated from UT. I was one of three girls in the advanced
biology class, and each year our cool teacher took us on
an extended field trip in the ubiquitous yellow school
bus, and that year we headed to Big Bend National
Park for three days of hiking and camping. Of course
the girls in the group had to have a chaperon accom-

Southern Country
Annual Hoe Down
Spectator C&W dancing at its finest

EVERY THURSDAY
LIVE IN MS. B’'S

pany the group, to keep us separated from all those sa'"d.ra N * 8:30 pm-10:30 pm:
. Ty . bad boys, and guess who agreed to this task? Yep, thedarling new Wilkins: a“CYI (';3':' A e
; 5 B English teacher. I don’t remember much about the park or the hikesorallthe | ready to hit * 10:30 pm-1:00 am:
Creative and exciting images ... flora and fauna we were supposed to observe, but I vividly remember sitting | the road at Open Mic and Karaoke

Please call for your free

planning session (You never know what

next to Miss E. for nine hours between Andrews and El Paso and thinking \
an early agel you shouldn’t do ‘til you try).

I would surely die if she didn’t love me back, which she eventually did.

fter graduation, T went off to UT Aus- One night in Rome, strolling back to the Ly

tin where, for the next four years, my ~ hotel from bad lasagna and cheap wine, a EVERY WEDNESDAY Linda Lou )

travels consisted primarily of sponta-  group of three robust young Italian men DANCETO THE MUSIC AT... Rockin'AcoustiC Blues - N with emcee
neoustripsto Laredoand Juarezinthemiddle  started to follow us and heckle and whistle. e : = . Nancy Ford

of the night in someone’s Buick Riviera. The ~ The space between us kept shortening, and
Houston Press Readers’ Poll

summer after I graduated from college, Iwas  there was something in the tone of the incan-
treated to the Europe backpack trip with - tations that frightened me, not to mention “Best Comic™—'94 & '95
three girlfriends, and lord we got in so much make me furious, As these guys got about six

trouble and had so much fun. I'll never forget feet behind us on a dark, empty street, 1
that month.of Eurail passing and sleepingon  suddenly had enough and reached down as

trains, in cars, on the beaches, in a bakery we passed a doorway and picked up a large Techno * House
truck, and inabrothelin Paris, as guests mind glass milk bottle, smashed it against the stone Retro * Trance
you, not patrons or employees! wall, and whirled around brandishing my
I think some of our escapades in Italy lethal weapon right in their faces and started
provided the most hilarious moments of the  running toward them, screaming “don’t fuck ~ Come and Feel the Buzz at
whole six-week trip. Mind you, this was 20~ withus!” Neverin my life have felt so totally G
years ago, and women college stu- — butch, and it worked because they
dents during the “hippie” days had turned tail and ran off. i N
forever convinced all European We left Rome the next day for ik
men, but especially Italian men, Naples, and from there caught @
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RESOLLITIONS,
PLANS,
PROMISES...

Are You Happy With Your Financial Life?

and gone, and another year is upon us. Have you made any

resolutions, plans, or promises? Many people resolv.e to clean
up the office, clean out the attic, lose some weight, get in shape,
exercise regularly, stop smoking, bring their lover flowers more of_ten,
or obedience train the dog. Whatever yours might be, congratulations
on doing something for yourself or someone else! -l

While planning for the next year, let me ask you one question? Are

you happy with your financial life? Tknow thereare some out“thcrewhg
can honestly say yes and really mean it. For the rest who say, “Well, no
or “Maybe,” believe it or not, there is a way through the maze of
financial information.

HAPPY NEW YEAR, EVERYONE! The holidays have come

be the tool you need to sail on
into retirement, accomplish col-
lege funding for your kids, save
for that new home, or simply get
out of debt. I like to think of a
financial plan as a road map
which helps you get from one
place to another. Some people
areafraid ofa “professional” tell-
ing them what to
do with their

am surprised with the

amount of information

available today that anyone
can confidently make a financial
or investment decision without
being confused or afraid. Have
you ever watched our local news
and listened to them say, “The
market plunged today! It closed
55 points lower!” [
(Oh, no! Run and §& &

hide!) Or how money or that they
about, “The mar- will be "“solq a
ket soared todayon product” which

may not be best for
them. As with me-
chanics, doctors,
friends, and lov-
ers, it’s hard to
knowwhoyoucan
trust, but hope-
fully, you'll find a
financial advisor
who is interested in you and can
assist you (not tell you) in
drawing out your map to
financial security.

et’s talk about what a fi-
L nancial plan is and look at

an example of how it
works. Financial plans may in-
clude planning on any or all of
the following topics: life, health,
disability, property and casualty
insurances (risk management),
investments, taxes, retirement,
estate conservation and preser-
vation, college lunding, and suc-
cession planning for business

news about inter-
est rates! It closed
45 points higher to-
day!” (Yeah!) Up-
down, up-down...
Areyoufeelinglike |
ayo-yo yet? And if
that isn’t enough,
how about the
morning shows that you half
listen to while getting ready for
work. They'll have someone
talking about how much life
insurance you should have and
what the best type is. They never
say anything, however, about
how this changes when it comes
to you as a gay person. I can't
tell you how many picces of
information I've read or heard
this past year that were really
poor advice for gay people.
Don’t worry, though, I've got
a plan.

Exactly, a financial plan can

by Julie LaRue, LUTCF
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owners. These can be big or small and can selectively address certain
areas to match individual needs. This is especially important for gay
people. We have different needs, issues, stresses, life circumstances,
and outcomes than straight people. Unfortunately, many straight
advisors may not fully understand the different rules and pressures
placed on a gay person financially and may mislead them even though
they have good intentions. The making of these plans basicallyinvolves
talking with an advisor about goals, lifelong dreams, and what's going
to happen when you're older. For
many, it is the first time we actually
stop running the rat race to think
about the future and what we want
out of life. That’s what making a
financial planisall about: discover-
ing within yourself what your de-
sires are and finding a way to make
that a reality.

Let’stakealook at Marilyn and
Debra. Marilyn is 38 and an inter-
nal consultant for a large corpora-
tionmaking $43,000a year. Debra, 36, is a computer software designer
for asmall computer company and makes $55,000 per year. Together,
they enjoy a quality of life which is satisfying to them. In the beginning,
saving for the future did not really cross either of their minds. They
soon had $3,000 in credit card debt.

The new year had just begun, and they decided to work on paying
off credit cards when Debra’s brother needed minor surgery,
Unfortunately, he did not have any insurance. Theyagreed to help him
out. They used credit cards to cover what turned outtobe a $6,000bill.
They knew Debra’s brother would eventually pay them back but not
for a few years. Staring at those credit card limits and calculating how
much per month was spent on credit, Debra was frustrated as

to how they got there but realized it was time to do something to get -

“them out of debt.

Debra called up an acquaintance who she remembered did some-
thing with financial stuff. As it turned out, Sally did financial planning
and investment counseling. She met with Debra and Marilyn, and they
shared their situation. First, Sally helped them set priorities on what
they were spending their money on and worked with them to develop
a budget they could live on. This involved setting out clearly defined
objectives as to what they wanted to have in their lives now, such as
vacations and a new car. In addition, Sally asked them about how they
wanted to live in the future.

Thinking of the future surprised Marilyn who realized she had
never really thought about getting old or even how long she wanted to
work. As they talked, Debra and Marilyn decided they both wanted to
have about the same amount of income each month in retirement as
they did now. Debra also expressed a secret desire to have a beach
house. Marilyn was surprised but pleased since they both loved the
water. They also mentioned interest in some investing but did not
know where to start. !

Sally did some calculations for them and found that in about 6.8
years they would accumulate the probable $15,000 they would need
fora down payment on the beach house. They began investing a small
portion each month, while paying down their credit card debts. As
they reduced their debt, they would increase their investments, They
talked about insurance and what would happen if either one of them
died or became disabled. With Sally’s help, they learned how to
combine their company-provided life and disability plans with supple-
mental plans they could purchase which would cover the majority of
their incomes. In addition, Sally encouraged them to seek out legal
advice in planning their wills, powers of attorney, real estate docu-
ments, as well as a tax advisor to help them maximize any tax
deductions they might be entitled to. Sally helped Debra and Marilyn
with a well-rounded approach to outline their goals and to develop a
plan to obtain them. She also provided them with information and

Thats what making a financial
plan is all about: discovering
within yourself what your

desires are and finding a way
to make that a reality.

ideas on protecting their current assets. They now understand what
they are doing, how they are doing it, and why they are doing it.
Their financial road map has been plotted. They breathe a sigh of relief
every day.

Ifyou already have a plan in place—congratulations, you may be
on your way to financial success. If you have planning on your list to do
this year, plan on doing it later or never, please listen to this one piece
of advice—get advice from: professionals who understand your problems
and work with you to solve them.
There is a lot of good and bad
information available for gay men
and women. You may need some-
one to help you organize and sift
outwhat’simportantand applicable
to you. When you need your car
fixed, you take it to a mechanic, not
the bike shop. Both are forms of
transportation but get to their des-
tination at different times with dif-
ferent risks. Financial planning may
beyourticket to financial security and may help youavoid lost time and
costly mistakes. It may not be for everyone, but, for many, planning for
the future may lead to success.

Here's to success and may your year be prosperous and happy!V¥

Julie LaRue, LUTCF, is a financial advisor with The Acacia Group. She
specializes in helping gay men and women identify their financial goals
and implementing plans to accomplish those goals. She is a Registered
Representative and Investment Advisory Associate with The Advisors
Group, Inc, the registered broker-dealer and investment advisor of The
Acacia Group. Information is general in nature. Be sure to consult an
attorney for specific legal advice. Julie can be contacted at 713/888-3500.

$50 GIFT CHECK IF YOU BOOK

RSVP WITH THE TRAVEL PARTNERSHIP .
CALLFOR DETAILS & BROCHURE

WHY NOT?

RSVP pioneered the idea of exclusive gay vacations, and its 1996
season is the best yet. Reaching out to gay men and lesbians,
couples and single travelers, able bodied or physically challenged,
avacation with RSVP promises adventure, new  friends, outstand-
ing service, and value for your travel dollar:

RSVP 1996 CRUISES: CLUB RSVP 1996:

All Inclusive Mexico Resort
Fun, from $695
April 14-21 and Nov. 9-16

ZRSYP

1411 Bonnie Brae #A
Houston, TX 77006

(713) 526-4471

Tropical Caribbean » Feb. 11-18, from $795
Deep Caribbean + Feb. 18-25, from $795
Mexican Riviera » March 17-24, from $795
French Canada ¢+ June 30-July 7, from $895
Eastern Mediterranean & Greece
Aug. 11-18, from $1195

ETRAVEL
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BUSINESS

BRIEFS

THE GREATER HOUSTON GAY AND
LESBIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
announces its upcoming schedule of events. Feb-
ruary 5, 1996 * 630 PM—FIRST OFFICAL DIN-
INER/SPEAKER MEETING with guest speaker
RICK CERRILLO, Vice President Gay and Lesbian
Affairs, AMERICAN AIRLINES. Meeting cpen
to members and nonmembers. $20 per person,
check or cash only, please. Doubletree Hotel, 400
Dallas St. = 759-0202. NETWORK MIXERS:
January |8 = 5:30 pm—network mixer hosted by
PRIDE MORTGAGE at 4200 Montrose, Suite
300. 529-4488. February 8 * 6:30 pm—network
mixer hosted by HUBBARD FINANCIAL
SERVICES at 2615 Montrose Blvd. 522-5000.
For more information regarding the GHGLCC,
call 713/523-7576.

At the suggestion of several of its employees,
SHADOW BROADCAST SERVICES has
adopted a policy prohibiting harassment, Under
this policy. in keeping with its commitment to
provide a non-discriminatory workplace, Shadow
prohibits harassment based upon sexual orienta-
tion, in addition to sex, race, religion, national
origin, and disability. Shadow Broadcast Services
provides traffic, sports, news, and weather locally
to Houston radio stations and is based in Pennsyl-
vania.

If you're looking for a lunch-time treat without
the bitter aftertaste of political correctness, Sandy
Bubbert at THE ACADIAN BAKERS offers
these comic culinary suggestions:

SHUT-DOWN SPECIALS
Senate Special: Large Ham on Rye
Congressional Special; Beef Jerky
White House Special: Big Bologna on Wheat
Dessert: Sour Dole Fruity Newty
Cost as of today: $45,000

ADVANCE DAMRON, in conjunction with
Star Clipper Cruises, announces its first all-gay
luxury yacht charter. The Star Clipper, built in
1991, boasts 36,000 square feet of sails, and sails
from Barbados on October 26-November 2,
1996, Cruise pnces start at $1,395-$2,395 per
person. After | | years and two dozen sold-out
charters, Advance Damron Vacations still holds
the exclusive contract to operate Windjammer
Barefoot Cruises' all-gay charters and will con-
tinue to do so with the SV Yankee Clipper on
April 20-26, 1997,

THE HOUSTON ANTIQUES DEALERS
ASSOCIATION’S (HADA) SPRING
SHOW AND SALE is set for February 15-18,
1996 at the George R. Brown Convention Cen-'
ter, and will benefit Bering Community Ser-
vice Foundation. Approximately 10,000 an-
tiques buyers attend this much-anticipated event,
now in its 32nd year. With |50 exhibitors from
the U.S., Canada, and Europe, the show and sale
features antique furniture, silver, glass, porcelains,

Continued on page 53
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Mr. Roberts
Goes To Gaytown

by Steven Foster

There’s quite the little controversy brewing over at the
Texas Triangle prompted by yet another (yawn) right-wing
maniac going after supporters of the infamous Homosexual
Agenda. Here’s the rundown on the players, the priorities,
and the surprising perks this little brouhaha has cooked up.

Thanks for all the press!...

The Texas Triangle, the Texas gay
newsweekly, while in the midst of trying to
seek out a respectable living writing good,
timely news articles and interesting fea-
tures, unfortunately finds itself under at-
tack. The attacker in this case is Austin’s
KIXL talk show host Wyatt Roberts, and
his strategy is naming advertisers on the air
and sending letters informing them of just
what kind of publication they’re advertis-
ing in (like they wouldn’t really know).
Needless to say, the story’s been picked up
by the Austin Chronicle, the Austin Ameri-
can Statesman, USA Today, and UPI, Re-
gional Director Kyle Young even appeared
on KLOL'’s Stevens & Pruett morning
radio show to talk about the battle. On the
upside, all of this has made Triangle phones
ring off the hook with media attention.

...Because we're just sick of all those
press-grabbing crack babies, single
moms, and deadbeat dads getting
all the attention.

Roberts is executive director of the
American Family Association of Texas
(AFA). Now with a name like that, you'd
think they’d spend their time busting child
support-dodging daddies or giving some
love and prayers to crack-addicted babies
or preemies at county hospitals. Nope,
they’re heavily going after such evil threats
to God and country as Walt Disney,
Unilever, and our own Texas Triangle.
What’s in a name indeed! We suggest they
name themselves something less subtleand
more honest, say, the Attack Faggots
Association?

While we were all appalled by the

immoral content of the Triangle
articles, we were more than a little

perturbed there were no randy 200
ads to criticize.

Good old Wyatt’s next step appears to
be sending a list of all advertisers to local
area churches in an effort to establish a
letter-writing campaign. That means all
these church-friendly folk will have to read
the publication to get, pardon the phrase,
“a feel” for the Triangle. So, with this new
readership demo, may we suggest some
articleslike “Love Thy GayNeighbor: Jesus’
Warnings of Judgment and Prejudice,” and
video reviews of Priest, Showgirls, and that
racy Toy Story.

Thats all it took was just one look.
(And another... and... pantl...
pant!... another...)

Theever-thorough Mr. Roberts claims
he has issues of the Triangle dating back to
1994. You'reright, Wyatt. Such asin-soaked
abhorration couldn’t possibly have been
evident after just one issue! Everyone who
took PSY 101, please step forward with
your interpretation...

And you just keep your nose out of
our woofers and tweeters, OK?

Audio Concepts has made Roberts’ hit
list, and part-owner John Hicks is espe-
cially perturbed about it. Hicks is drafting
his own letter to Roberts and was quoted in
the Houston Chronicle that he found Rob-
erts’ “tactics abhorrent and disturbing.”
Added bonus? Hicks is a lawyer and is
contemplating suing Roberts.
And the I'm-not-gay-but-I-know-
a-good-market-when-i-see-onée
Award goes to...

All the new businesses who have called
upthe Triangleto (1) protest Roberts’ nasty
little attacks and (2) inquire about ad rates
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and placement. Honorable Mention goes
to the advertisers who would wind up get-
tingfree publicity when Roberts mentioned
their names on the air.

Phil Gramm would have signed, but
he was stuck in the editing room of
Toy Box Ii: Barbie & Betsie Wetsie.

An anti-discrimination creed went out
on November 8 to support First Texas
Hondaand the other supportive businesses
who “resisted intimidation by the Ameri-
can Family Association, Talk Show Host
Wyatt Roberts, and radio station KIXL,
designed to force them to discriminate.”
Signed by such political heavies as Mayor
Bruce Todd, former Mayor Roy Butler,
County Judge Bill Aleshire, and numerous
State reps, City Council members, and oth-
ers, the letter strangely lacked signatures
from such famous party boys as Newt,
Jesse, and Bob.

And another thing, wheres the fax

on the much-rumored Lesbian Lunch
Schedule?

In a stunning display of originality,
Roberts stated that he wanted advertisers
to know they are “helping subsidize the
homosexual agenda” when they purchased
ad space. Now everyone always mentions
this “agenda,” and we of the gay commu-
nity just want to know: when the meeting
took placeto decide the agenda, why weren’t
we all invited, was it really catered by
Toopees, and did it happen before or after
Rolling Stone founder and publisher Jann
Wenner came out?

We give Face Down one thumb up.
Danny Does Dallas gets one. But for
real homoerotica, we give Toy Story
two thumbs up and then some!

Remember that Roberts is only a little
league pawn on the bigger AFA game board.
It’s headed by the illustrious Rev. Don
Wildmon, that nasty religious relic who's
been trying to get his legion of polyester-

clad followers to boycott everything from
the NEA to Snuggle Fabric Softener (I’'m
not making this up). His latest target?
Disney’s Toy Story, which he called “the
most disgusting example of Hollywood’s
use of pornography...since NYPD Blye.”
And while Disney is crafty in their sly
infiltration of a sexual subtext, they’re not
too cagey for that Wiley Wildmon! See
whathehas deciphered for poor, bumbling,
andblind Middle America: both main char-
acters’ wicked monikers—“Woody”
(sexual reference) and “Buzz” (drugs). Not
eventhe poor Etch-A-Sketch wasleft alone.
No, his sexual innuendo was most heinous,
with his “knobs” that “must be adjusted to
produce results.” Thank God there wasn’t

an erector set in the movie, v

Steven Foster is a freelance writer and a fre-
quent contributor to OutSmart.

THE GREATER HOUSTON
GAY & LESBIAN CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE invites any
working person to join its progressive
professional group at its next meeting
for new members in early February.
Rick Cerrillo, national sales manager
for the gay and lesbian community
with American Airlines, is scheduled
as guest speaker. Cerrillo will discuss
the evolution of American Airlines’
standard-settingemployment policies,
marketing strategies, and the work of
its nationwide gay and lesbian
employee association,

The meeting is scheduled for
February 5, 6:30 pmat the downtown
Doubletree Hotel, 400 Dallas at Bagby.
Properbusiness attire is requested, as
well as a $20 fee (cash or check only,
please). Additional information may
be requested at the GHGLCC voice
mail, 713/523-7576.

Financial
Services, Inc.

Dm * Income Tax Service
* Past Due Returns
Dm * Out-Of-State Returns
* Business Tax Returns

(713) 522-9000

Fax: (713) 5266588
2615 Montrose Blvd. » Houston, TX 77006

SUCCESS
The future
belongs

to those
who believe
in their abilitics

Graphic Design and Production
for Promotional Items:

Posters, Flyers, Banners, Stationery,
Brochures, T-Shirts, Ads, Signs

i 2360 W, Alabama

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCERTED

2-7446 FAX 942.7454
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The Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce was on
hand recently to help break ground for the new addition at The Lovett
Inn. THE LQVETT INN, Houston’s premiere inn and reception
facility is adding a brand-new party space. Those who have attended
one of the over 450 functions already held at The Lovett Inn will be
pleased to know a grander facility awaits your next visit.

Continued from page 52

662-4444,

mation and registration.

primitives, Orientalia, ivory, jewelry, linens, lace,
quilts, pre-Columbian and American Indian arti-  store. The new Crossroads Market/
facts_. rugs, weapons, prints, maps, paintings, lamps,
architectural items, and antique gardening fumi-  gay and lesbian-interest titles as
ture. For more information, call HADA at 713/ greeting cards, music, periodicals, and

Jill.is all work and no play making you a dull girl?
Are you a lesbian seeking 1o leam how to have
fulfiling and fun dating experiences with other
women! OnFebruary |7, JOYCE M. GAYLES,
Ph.D, presents The Dating Dance Workshop, a
safe, one-day workshop for women who want to
leam about dating. Call 713/667-6047 for infor-

Inlate February, CROSSROADS MARKET is
scheduled to relocate to the former Tower The-
atre complex in Houston, The space, at over

4,000 square feet, will be completely
renovated to accommodate the pew

Bookstore & Cafe will carry a vanet

[ e
n =

€|

gifts, The store has expanded to include
a cgfe offering espresso, cappuccino,
croissants, scones, and fine pastries
Crossroads Market currently operates
stores in both Houston and Dallas

Send your business
news to OutSmart,

3406 Audubon Place,
Houston, TX 77006 or
fax to: 713/522-3275.
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Why Rent When
You Can Ow!

NN

John E, Frels, Jennifer Harrls, & Eddie de la Vega
Rates are low!

Call us now to refinance!

ortyage Associares
of Texas
713/524-1850

[ Please send the 1996 Edition.. :
[ Contact me about advertising in your next Edition.
The best time to call me 1s

| GLYP?

in the Mail*

i POBE6O45 | Neme___ '
i Houston® 77266 | .4
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IF YOU RENT,
YOU CAN OWN.

As
areal estateagent,
I get calls every day from
people who want to rent. I respond by
asking the caller questions that help me understand
their likes and dislikes, needs and wants. Most often, I find they
would love to own their own home, buE feel they cannot aff?rd the
down payment and closing costs. I also find most people don t}cr;loviv
that there are programs available to helR them afford thehomeof t f<j.u:
choice. Many times we can match individuals with a program that fits
their needs, allowing them to purchase a home. There are many

Just mail $5 (S&H) to: E

mortgage financing programs available, each “{ith its own set of
guidelines. Let's review a few and see if you qualify:

1. The Community Home Buyer Program (CHBP)

available community-
Z lending program. The
programisintended toassist low-
and moderate-income individu-
alsin qualifying for a single-fam-
ily, owner-occupied home. It is
designed for first-time home
buyers who have not owned a
home in the past three years.
CHBP buyers complete ahome-
buying workshop, ;
which teaches them
how to manage the
home-buying process
and provides them
with an estimateof the
costs of purchase.
With the CHBP,
the borrower can buy
a home with a mini-
mum down payment
ofonly3 % of thesales

(‘ HBP is the most widely

by Rick Barnes

have established credit, other
credit sources, such as utilities
and rent, can be used. Under the
CHBP, the buyer of a $60,000
homewouldsave $5,500indown
payment and other closing costs
over traditional financing. The
down payment would be $1,800
with a monthly note of $457.86,
based on aninterest rate of 8.5 %.
Add on the homeowners insur-
ance, taxes, and mort-
gage insurance, and
for $679.79 per
month, youcouldown
your own home!

Not only can you
buy a home for less
than the cost of rentin
most situations, but
the tax savings on a
loan of this type
amounts to almost
$3,600 per year. This

price. They can re-
ceive 3% of the sales price from
the seller toward closing costs,
and the lender can pay an addi-
tional 3% of the sales price to-
ward the closing costs. This en-
ables the buyer to purchase a
home with a cash outlay of only
3% of the sales price. This pro-
gram is available to individuﬁls
or couples whose combined in-
come does not exceed $45,300.

Credit profile: The bor-
rower must have good credit for
the last 24 months, with no
charge-offs or outstanding bad
debts. If the borrowers do not

is a tax advantage that renters
currently do not have: mortgage
interestis oneof the only remain-
ingtax write-offs individuals have
retained.

When applying for the loan,
have the following documents
ready for review: last two years’
tax returns and W-2 statements;
last 60 days’ pay stubs; last 90
days’ bank statements for all
banking accounts; and the com-
pleted loan application. In addi-
tion, the borrower must have 3%
of the sales price from their own
funds. The funds cannot be bor-

rowed or be a gift from anyone. These funds can come from the
borrower’s accounts, 401-Ks, or retirement accounts.

2. Government-Insured Mortgages: FHA And VA Loans

P\ he Federal Housing Administration and the Department of
Veterans Affairs offer loan programs with liberal income re-
strictions.

FHA: The primary advantage of the FHA loan program is that it
requires a lower minimum down payment than conventional mort-
gages. Additionally, FHA loans also offer the buyer an advantage when
they sell their home: a buyer who qualifies can assume the loan. The
minimum down payment for FHA is 3-5% and may be gift funds from

family members. A personal note: I have found mortgage companies
who have accepted a same-sex spouse as a family member, The
maximum amount FHA will loan in Harris County is $101,500 for a
single-family residence,

Homes needing rehabilitation can be purchased or refinanced
with a program called a 203K, which enables home buyers to include
important repairs and even certain cosmetic improvements in the
original purchase transaction by combining the cost of the repairs with
the mortgage balance. We will go into more detail about the 203K
loans in a future article.

VA: The VA loan program guarantees loans made to veterans and
reservists who have 90 days’ wartime or 180 days’ peacetime service
and an honorable discharge, and to the unmarried surviving spouses
of veterans who died due to service-related illness or injury. The
veteran must request and obtain a certificate of eligibility to process
their loan. This VA guarantee enables qualifying veterans to obtain
100% financing. It is important to note that an individual other than
your spouse (as recognized by law) cannot be a co-bowerer on a loan.

Closing costs are controlled by the VA, which chargesa funding fee
of up t0 1.25% of the loan balance,

3. Bond Programs

ond programs that provide lower interest rates and/or down
l g payment and closing cost assistance are currently available for

low- to moderate-income home buyers. The interest rate,
income guidelines, and down payment assistance of the bond program
will depend on the guidelines set forth by the housing finance agency
who originates the program.

4. Houston Housing Partnership (HHP)

HP is made up of participating Houston-area financial insti-
l tutions, the City of Houston, the Houston Housing Finance

Corporation, the Harris County Housing Finance Corpora-
tion, the RTC, and Housing Opportunities of Houston. Assistance is
provided for the purchase of owner-occupied, single-family homes in
the city of Houston and Harris County. It can be used with conven-
tional community home-buyers programs or GHA loans. There are
restrictions for income, down payment, closing cost subsidies, and
sales price. v

Rick Barnes is a real estate agent with Suzanne Anderson Properties,
specializing in residential, commercial, and VA/HUD foreclosures. You
can reach him at 713/529-8484 or on bis voice mail at 713/709-1225.

If having abundant health and pros-
perity is your personal goal for 1996,
I'dlike to tell you about a company that
I feel not only offers some of the best
nutritional products on the market to-
day, but also provides an effortless way :
to make additional income. '
For over 11 years, I've published
Houston’s Uptown Express, a holistic
health publication, as well as OutSnart
magazine. As a publisher, one of my personal
missions has been to offer the latest infor-
mation on health breakthroughs when I hear
it. That’s why I'm excited about Freelife In-
ternational.
Freelife International was recently
featured in the December 1995 issue of
SUCCESS magazine. It is a 10-month old
network-marketing company that teamed up
with Dr. Earl Mindell, America’s foremost
~authority on vitamins and nutrition. Dr.
Mindell is the author of over 12 books,
including The Vitantin Bible (which has sold
over 7 million copies) and the newly-released
book, The Anti-Aging Bible, published by
Simon and Schuster.
Dr. Mindell’s nutritional formulations
contain natural immune-boosting ingredi-

aging properties.

ents, powerful anti-cancer agents, and the stron- take these supplements each day and find a
gest antioxidants, vitamins, minerals, herbs and minimum of three people who will do the
amino acids known for life extension and anti- same. Then you're off to creating better

Imagine a nutritional supplement that
contains an antioxidant that is 20

times stronger than Vitamin C and 50
times stronger than Vitamin E!

The ingredients in his formulas have been
featured in hundreds of reports and scientific re-
search papers which show why these herbs and
vitamins should be included in each of our diets
if we want to obtain and maintain optimum
health. I can tell you that I personally use these
products and have honestly noticed great im-
provement in my health and overall well-being.

I believe that Freelife’s products have the
potential to dramatically improve health, and for

—ADVERTISEMENT—

people who are looking for
ways to supplement income, it
can do that too. Even business

{ do business through network
marketing!
All that’s required is to

health and more wealth in no time flat! Be-
lieve it or not, I do it in my spare time! It’s
almost like being paid to stay healthy.
Here's to your health and prosperity—
may 1996 bring you an abundance of both.

T —

Join us Saturday, February 3, at. 2 pm at the
Holiday Inn Hotel, 7787 Katy Freeway. Seating
is limited, but admission is free with this ad.
For additional tickets or more information on
Freelife products, call 713/808-5060.
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All tuned up and ready to go. i ‘

L

FRIENDS >
MONOGAMOUS RELATIONSHIPS =
OPEN RELATIONSHIPS =~
SINGLES SEEKING INTIMATE
RELATIONSHIPS > CASUAL DATING
> ALTERNATIVE RELATIONSHIPS

I ree to Call” to Record Your Ad & Browse
Througsh Ads Message sending, Messagoe Receivins
: 1t Live One-On-One Connections For Less

And Instar , :
Than the Cost of an Oil Filter.

http://www.interacti vemedia.com

9017-3939

.

P

S

WHEN ASKED, ENTER SECRET CODE 813

M NOT PRE-SCREEN IT ALLERS AND ASSUMES NO LIABILITY WHEN MEETING WITH SOMEONE THROUGH ITS SERVICE.
ING A ! Y
IMC DOES NO SCREEN ITS CAL 8 | | L : 5 : :

A CO
ADULTS 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OVER ONLY. *FREE TO CALL WITHIN THE 713 ARE

ine is now in Australia and we want to celebrate with
Mmlmcylosxﬂowin two weeks 'Down Under' for the annual
Gay & Lesbian Mardi Gras Festival in Sydney,

Australia! From December 8th, 1995 unfil January

F 31st, 1996, you're automatically eptered each th(.:
you buy an hours' worth of time on Manline.

o Qver $5,000 valve
o Airfare for two to Sydney, Australia
© 13 nights accomodation af the
Park Royal Hotel
« $500 US spending money

*No purchose necessary. To enter, send hond
printed name, telephone number [including arec
code) and address on a 3" x 5* card to: IMG
Manline Mardi Gras Madness, 181 Corlqw Avenue,
Toronto, ON M4M 251 Canada. All entries must be
received by IMG no later than January 31, 1996
Void where prohibited by low

917-3939

ENTER CALLING CODE 102

A
0 CALL!

hitp:/ /www.interactivemedia.com

Closets With Revolving Doors
Continued from page 29

safer. But in my opinion—at least for me—
the cost of compromise would be greater
than the risk of being open. Besides, for me
there is no option. I'm here and I'm queer.

My friends know, my children know, and
when the time is right, my grandchildren will
know. My boss knows, the two women and
the engineers who work with me know, and
anyone who sees my car knows. Funny—no
one who loved me before has stopped loving
me. I didn’tlose myjob or my friends (at least,
none that I care about). I am still me. T will
leave the closet dwellers to their own devices,
but I am free. I can wear my freedom rings
anywhere T want. I don’t have to put on a
mask for anyone.

Praise be! I may never make it to the
ranks of high-powered executive, but then
again, | just might. Either way, I will be true
to myself.

I embrace the new year as a chance to be
all T can be. To all of you courageous lesbians
and gay men, transsexual and trans-

gendered human beings who have the
guts to say This is who I am, Happy New
Year! Wave your flags high and know that we
really do make a difference. v

Martie Baillie is a freelance writer who resides
and works in Houston.

Comfortable in your closet and tired of militants
haranguing you to come out? Here’s your opportu-
nity to tell your side of the story, anonymously
sharing your experience with OutSmart readers as
towhy “staving in” is better for you. Please be sure
tonot include your name, address, phone number,
oranyotheridentifying information, and send your
to comments to “Out of the Question” c/o
OutSmart, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX
77006-4412.

Norman G. Salvato

Party Manager
s Rental

Galleria Area Showroom

4902 Richmond Ave, Suite A

Houston, TX 77027

The Preferred Party Professionals

713/552-9933
Fax: 713/552-0512

Are you prepared to
do business in the 21st

Century?

Market your business on the
Information

Superhighway...

Protocol Internet, Inc.
Web Page Developers

n Karen E. Beatty
(713) 706-5009

www.pinternet.com

EARTHMAN

Cﬁ(ﬁ(i%(l/ g {/')(e(‘(b/}cj gﬂ%ﬂlelé’%{eé
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Relieve Stress and Sore Muscles

Improve Athletic Ability

Enbance Physical and Emotional Well-Being

Introductory
1'/, Hour Session...*50

Session includes complimentary Aromatberapy

- Norman Sanford

{ASSAGE THERAPIST

‘ate Registered and Nationally Certified
03-B Shepherd * Houston, TX 77019
713/935-2122

Letterheads Envelopes Brochures

2 Business Cards E
£ c
¢ 9
3 g
b4
@
8
g =
2 o
g @
&)
2 Fax 666-2427 3
S . HOURS: MON-FRI 9-6 a
o OPEN SATURDAY 10:6 T
o} Except When Gone Fishing! 3
z 7
| E 9
3 ]
= o
2 | =
B iy B
& Newsletters Labels Foil Stamping Embosssing @

Heights Discount Cleaners

e Laundry

e Leather

¢ Alterations

e IN by 8:30 am OUT by 5 pm
¢ \We honor most coupons

e Gay operated

Hours:
M-F 6:30am-7:00pm

Sat  8:00am-4:00pm

402 1/2 W. 11th Street « 880-3365

On the spiral path of evolution, mov-
ing as a flame heavenward, mankind
must ultimately reach a cosmic check-
point, as though standing in a hall of
mirrors and reviewing the great book of
the self Here, as we begin a new cycle,
shall we all become aware of the true
essence of being that enhances and creates
extensions of our persona or cripples
our potential.

January, February, and March set the
stage for the dramatic year's beginning, It is
a gaudy production, designed to reaffim
the quality of life as is experienced on this
earth, The focus of this year is centered
around the | AM THAT | AM—selfless
devotion to our choices, honoring the
flaming soul within. Universal forces present
1o Us a most challenging picture, one of
trials and tribulations. These events will
lead, like a ricochet effect, to the punfica-
tion of our world. The signs that flow
through the veil portend a very rude awak-
ening, a lightning bolt upon the ego of man.
Think of it, too, as a flower budding in the
collective unconsciousness that will mani-

fest itself in many ways. Our government

FUTURE

Joseph Molina

OuT

by

leaders shall wane in their authority, due to
confiict between state and federal govern-
ments and the peoples of this nation. Our
divided world shall pull together despite
the unfortunate tyranny of others and be-
gin the process that shall create a global
nation as the higher consdousness begins
to manifest everywhere.

This coming time will not be easy,
desertswill become forests, and forests will
become dry. Spirit urgently requests your
assistance, in order for a higher way of
being to be expenenced. Individually, we
must leam how to live in the joy of the
present. Realize the blessing of truly enjoy-
ing good company, being totally engrossed
in a good book, living free of unneeded
worry and constant stressful mind chatter.
Pamper yourself with some solitude, while
contemplating the meaning of life.

\We stand at the end of a millennium,
closing this chapter of the great book that
tells the story of creation. Before us, new
pagesappear freshand cleanin antiapation
of our actions to come, to seal the ending
of this story and to prepare for a new
chapterwritten in the stars of the heavens.

ADIES (3/21-4/19)

To set the stage right and prepare for
the coming year, Aries should put their
goals into perspective. Filled with a restless
nature and yeaming to be set free from
responsibility, you are liable to take on the
role ofthe non-conformist youthas you re-
structure of yourfife. An extreme change in
career could manifest, asyou establish new
boundaries. You will desire to be in full
control and will order yourself so that this
can be so. A comforting shell, safe haven, or
a personalized space to allow for your
creativity to flourish couid be the solution
to all your problems. For many, this open-
ing vibration will represent a transformed
Iife in the future, marked with indepen-
dence, courage, radiance, and an estab-
lished career, Withthis stable home and an

inner sense of security, you may be well on
your way to creating your own dominion,
As a bit of encouraging comfort for things
to come, a bright future ahead is foretold,
but you will need to recognize oppqrtumly
and be prepared 1o actively pursue it once
it's identified. Your present actions lay the
foundation for the coming year. Whether

that foundation is solid or cracked all de-
pends on the truth of your motives,

TAURUS (4/20-5/20)

The beginning of this year will mark a
definite transition as you move away from
ties that bind you to a spectrum of choices.
Expect some of these choices to lead you
toward an entirely different shade that
colors your life, both emotionally and ma-
tenally. You will be offered positive career
choices that could manifest as empowenng
wealth. For some, the inevitable ‘added
responsibilitieswill be detrimental while for
others they will be a distracting relief. You
are warned not to collapse yourself into
this new mask; take a revitalizing vacation
soon. Give your soul the gift of empower-
ment as you rejuvenate your body.

CEMINI (5/21-6/20)
The start ofthis year, particulary Janu-

ary and February, will reveal 1o you a3

preview of the patterns that lie ahead, A
relatively uneventful penod during the
middle of January influences you to do a
swan dive into the marvels that wait ahead.
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In many ways, for many of you, life is to
change. You will move away from self-
fulfiling destructive patterns, as well asyour
overall sense of unhappiness and stagna-
tion. Your hope for gaiety and laughter will
become more and more of a reality; a best
friend or lover is soon to manifest. The
choices made yesterday have set the mood
for where your life will now flow, hindered
only by yourimpatience and distrust of the
truth of spirit to be present in your life.
Remain optimisticin the face of turbulence;
without the bad times, how would you
appreciate the good!

CANCER (6/21-7/22)

The first part of this year, especally
January through March, will be noticed by
all bom under this sign. Emotionally, your
moods will fluctuate like the wind, reflect-
ing an outer disharmony with ife. For a
time, life will appear to be in an extreme
state of flux. A great deal of work could be’
laid at your feet, and a new career oppor-
tunity could be found, Your main goal is to
expenience freedom and joy within your
life. Achieving this state of bliss will be a
challenge; life will test your strength via
minor upsets and disruptions. Through it
all, you must remember that you are a
teacher, and others leam from your ac-
tions. The circle of life always brings all
things back to their origin. Remember, you
are setting the stage for what is to come,
writing the book as you go.

LEO (7/23-8/22)

The start of 1996 will offer success in
the areas of art, music, dance, literature, or
virtually any area in which your creative
juices flow. It is a time when your own
initiative will fund all your future success,
You will be offered chances to make your
dreams manifest, although your only re-
ward may be the end result itself. Procras-
tination is your enemy, while motivation
will promise success. You will become a
student, perhaps of someone successful, or
simply a fiend who will aid you on your
path. This is a time when the great out-
doors will call, and you will come running.
Honor your need to work in a garden or
replant plants around your house, for this
earthwork is an exercise to enable your
abundant creative energy to open those
channels even more. This is a year for Leo
to truly be who you are and shine above
the rest

VIRGO (8/23-9/22)

Your focus at the onset of this year is
pointed at money and the fact that you
need more of it. The amount of power that
emanates from you becomes more and
more of anissue, as you desire to fill empty
spaces present in your life. For some, this
will manifest as a lover, while athers smply
want to be relieved of money worries. The
cards show opportunities ‘manifesting in
the form of projects or promotions that
will in some way give you the sense of
power that you are searching for. Traveling
could come with these opportunities, and
whether they are long trips or many small
ones will depend on the area of your work.
The restless child within you has been

yeaming to be set free—a little vacation
would do you both a world of good. A
partner or mate is interwoven in this air,
and the love you've been waiting for could
come. True loves will become stronger,
while invalid ones will dissipate.

LIBRA (9/23-10/23)

Taking time to reevaluate and review
your life is what January into February holds
for you. New people and situations are
being drawn into your life, but many of
these things could cause you a sense of
anxiety. Where am | truly headed? Have |
made all the right choices? Many of your
choices have been made sporadically and
from the basis of Ego. The truth of them will
cause the important situations to flourish
and those which do not aid your better
good to dissipate. Fighting this will only
cause you much unneeded tension. You
are urged to put some of this energy into
a hobby or personalized project You will
become a role model for children or per-
haps a friend, inspiring others to achieve as
you have. The Hemmit rules you now,
offering you the peace you need to find
comfort in the choices of your life, iding
the crescent of this wave.

SCORPIO (10/24-11/21)

January sets the stage for setbacks and
stagnation, You should be prepared with
will power and strength. This year is a year
in which you will find true happiness. In the
past you have acquired matenial success
and are now at a new beginning that will
lead to many good things. You will establish
a comfortable worid of your own, but you
must take action and initiative in order for
these things to continually manifest. Your
environment will change, and life will smooth
out as a fear of failure will motivate you to
succeed. You are offered a choice that will
lead to an expansion of your fife, well on
the way to success. There will be a growth
of your career; expect a change in the area
of the arts or spirituality. Passion for life
illuminates you and, for those searching for
love, opportunities will abound. Focus is
your key and the promise of your success.
Peace and good luck.

SACITTADRIUS (11/22-12/21)

For many of you, the first few months
of this year will be quite transitory. You
could move, take a long trip, or transform
your home. This will be an uplifting year
away from the tension of yesterday. It is a
time to reevaluate relationships and what
they truly mean to you. Relationships that
were important in the past will no longer
measure up; new and more powerful rela-
tionships will be formed You need to
approach each of these situations care-
fully—rushing into them will only cause you
to stumble. You are affected by a greater
need to have many new and exciting expe-
nences, and to break away from what
seems to be a lack of control over your
persona and professional environment.
There is a comfortable home in your fu-
ture, with a strong sense of attainment, but
this should come as no surpnise—you laid
the foundation for your success.

CADPRICODRN (12/22-1/19)

Establish yourself and prepare to
achieve great success this year, New busi-
ness propositions will present themseives,
but you should give yourself ample time to
evaluate them. Some Capricomns will change
their careers altogether, while others will
only supplement with additional employ-
ment. You will experience a great yeaming
to leave this aity. Some will relocate, while
othersjust need a vacation. Patience will be
your strength, while excessiveness will de-
lay you from achieving your goals. Ahead of
you isatime of great potential wealth; you
are urged to grasp prosperity conscious-
ness. The more you project a sense of
chanty, the more money you will acquire.
In essence, you will be more creative and
have a noticeably stronger imagination.
Use this to create new methods in your
business and be well on the way to success

AQUARIUS (1/20-2/18)

The opening vibrations of this year
center around your home and finances.
You've come to place where you feel quite
comfortable. You are filled with a sense of
achievement, free from past stress and
worry. Now you are ready to move on to
the next level of achievement. For many,
this will mean upscaling the quality of your
life and environment. You could move into
afancier apartment or to a more comfort-
able city. All choices center around pam-
penng your personal needs, with possibly
one major limitation being your finances.

Be aware of how this yeaming taints you
and your actions; be conscious. of your
words and movements, Displaced emo
tion could cause you to lose friends, or at
the very least create much unneeded stress.
Toward the middle of March, the chill wind
warms and your life re-balarces

PISCES (2/19 3/20)

The turbulent influences of the pass-
ing year are well on their way 10 leaving,
and your life is finally in the process of
rebalancing itself. Your attitude will be
extremely goal-onented and to not let
anything stand in your way as you strve for
achievement and success. You are put on
natice to be aware of what you put in your
body and to be conscious of your health,
Although the matenal world is ordenng
itself, your body is still not adjusted. The
inner stress that is buned deep within you
could manifest on any level; leam to voice
your emotions and many things could be
avoided. Be aware of all new acquaintan-
ces: if you see fit to get involved with

people, who are using you, be 1@1‘,]:7-
consaous of that fact. Remember that this
is your life—you are the one running the
show v

Joseph Molina 1s a procticing psychic who has
stuced the sacred ces forover | 4 years
Speciahizing in tarot combined with cloinoy
ant insights for personal growth, Joseph aiso
teaches and guides studentsin their develop-
ment. He is available for private consultation
For information, call 713/524-441 |

2

~ GettingThe
- Love You Want

An intensive 20-hour experience for couples
based on Imago Relafionship Therapy devel-
oped by Harville Hendrix, Ph.D., author of the
best-selling books, Gelting The Love You
Wani—A Guide for Couples and Keeping the
Love You Find—a Guide for Singles. It is
quided by the belief that relationships have a
hidden purpose: that of healing childhoed
wounds, Imago Relationship Therapy stresses
the importance of understanding and co-

operating with this unconscious agenda and

offers specific ways to access the nurturing

and care from your relationship that was
missed in childhood.

Getting The Love You Want

A Workshop for
Lesbian & Gay Couples

A Personal Experience for Change and Growth
presented by Patrick ).Vachon, LM.S.W.—A.C.P
Certified Imago Relationship Therapist

1996 WORKSHOP DATES:
January 19-21, March 22-24, May 17-19,
July 26-28, September 20-22, November 15-17
Cost: $500 per couple * Deposit required—Enroliment limited!!

For more information and to reserve a space, please call
Patrick ).Vachon at (713) 529-1913, voice mail #4.

Designed for Lesbian
& Gay Couples

The unique design of this workshop
is appropriate for you if:
D You want to enrich, deepen or
revitalize a good relationship.

D You want to nurture a new
relationship.

D You are in a difficult relationship
and want to end a long-standing
impasse.

D You are near break-up and want
to decide if the relationship can be
saved.
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THE CLASSIFIEDS

ACCOMMODATIONS

RAINBOW HOUSE. New Orleans, gay/lesbian owned,
minutes to French Quarter, | block to men's and women's
bar, up to 50 people. $35 to $100 per night. 504/943-5805.

DESERT HEARTS COWGIRL CLUB. "Only All-
Women's Dude Ranch in Texas." Call for best rates or
latest newsletter. Beautiful hill country, 50 miles north-
west of San Antonio. 210796-7446. Happy Trails.

THE LOVETT INN. Affordable luxury in the heart of
Montrose. Beautifully appointed rooms for both business
and leisure travelers. All rooms have direct dial phones,
private bath, breakfast and color TVs. Also available VCR,
FAX, Jacuzzi suites, pool and spa. Walk to clubs, restau-
rants, shopping and public transportation. Convenient to
Downtown, Galleria, Medical and Convention Centers.
Call today 713/522-5224.

ANIMAL SERVICES

FARRIER
As the way of the HORSE WHISPERER, I will
meet your FARRIER needs as told to me by your
horse, which benefits animal and owner alike.

Michael Blair (713) 882-7977

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WEST BELLFORT/CHIMNEY ROCK. Close to
Medical Center. Extranice | bedroom condo, CAH, pool,
free cable, security gates, covered parking, dishwasher,
bills paid. $450 plus deposit. 713/721-3930.

Fabulous 1500 sq.ft. 2/2% townhouse has 9 ft. ceilings, big
kitchen with breakfast nook, 2 patios with French doors
and 2 FIREPLACES—one in living and one in master with
vaulted ceiling! MUCH MORE including 24 hr. gate atten-
dant! $915/month. Same, LARGER 3/2'2 townhouse
$1025/month. A Better Place 713/686-8189.

Sinfully Luxurious One Bedroom Condo...fireplace in
bedroom, jacuzzi bathtub, washer and dryer, microwave,
ice maker, FREE CABLE and more! $535/month. Similar
two bedroom $725/month. A Better Place 713/686-8189.

Dr. Earl Mindell=$$$

Dr. Earl Mindell, author of The
Vitamin Bible, has gone MLM.
Explosive growth. Get on our fast track
to $10,000+ per month. Call for FREE
info (713) 587-6846 (24 hrs.).

Tired of looking for a place to live?

Let me do the work for you!
Apts., townhomes, home specialist.

Call Now! (713) 268-2238,Agent

BUSINESS SERVICES

Insurance & Investment Planning. If your business
is a sole proprietorship, partnership, or corporation, it
may be at serious risk without sound business planning,
| offer solutions and plans to protect your professional
investment. Call Julie LaRue at Acacia Financial
Center of Houston 713/888-3500.

Julia A. Siska, CPA. Taxes, Accounting and Business
Consulting, Free initial consultation. Call 71 3/460- | 885.

CATERING

« Party Planning * Catering *
Waitstaff » Event Entertainment

— Cost Conscious to Extravagant—

713/686-8189

CALL NOW FOR:
* Valentine's Day
*» Goufmet Picnic Baskets
* Romantic Candlielit Dinners
* Personalized Gift Baskets

EMPLOYMENT

Preferred Graphics is now accepting applications for
employment in the Houston metropolitan area. We are
looking for individuals interested in working on a contract
basis for computer positions at Gay/Lesbian Owned
Businesses or Gay Friendly Companies. If you have
computer experience and are looking for this type of
work, please email your resume to Preferred Graphics at
pgraphic@insync.net, or send your resume to 4200
Montrose, Suite 540, Houston, TX 77006,

FOR SALE

Antique China Cabinets (2) and Buffet. Prices range from
$750 to $850. Daniel 713/880-3250.

HAIRSTYLING

TRACY'S RETREAT For Men, For Women, For You Call
Tracy Gilmore today and make your appointment. 2404
Montrose—Look for the sunflowers! 713/529-5330.

HEALTH/WELLNESS

A NEW YEAR, A NEW YOU! 49 people wanted to
lose S to 10 pounds this month. No dieting, doctor
recommended, guarantee. Call 713/447-2570.

STOP SMOKING!!! New natural herbal product; 100%
Money Back Guarantee, 2-year study = 92-100% Success
Rate. Hear about it...24 hr. message. 713/587-5458,

CLEANING SERVICES

MONTROSE
AREA

What needs to be done

Will do laundry & toilets
Walk the dog/change cat box
Wash dishes, remove garbage

Wipe away dust, vacuum carpet Donn
WOW So Mote It Be, Call Me  713/522-1292

HAVING TROUBLE WITH

YOUR MEMORY?

Dr. Earl Mindell, author of VITAMIN BIBLE
and dozens of other hest sellers introduces...
An all natural proprietary breakthrough formula...

MEMOR 5

Improve your Memory
Improve Concentration
Relieve Male Impotence
Relieve Headache and More!
Certified Organic, No Harsh Solvents Used!
30 Day Money Back Guarantee!

FOR MORE

RESOLVE <. RELAX

Massage by Jeffery
713/768-7827

Jacuzzi = Near Town = In/Out

MASSAGE THERAPY & REIKI. Swedish Massage
and Reiki healing by a caring therapist in a nurturing
environment. $45 per hour, Southwest area. For an
appointment,-call Cindy at 713/293-0266,

ART OF MASSAGE: restoring comfort and balance
to your mind and body by the caring hands of a skilled
therapist. Results can be relaxing, invigorating—even
inspiring! RMT #7796. Michael 713/410-7689,

Treat Yourself to a relaxing massage. Your body will
feel greatandyour spirit will soar. Invigorating results are
achieved through Swedish massage combined with myo-
therapy. Christian Roff, RMT #010283, 713/632-0880,

WHOLFNESS AND HEALTH. Healing and caring
hands.wath Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Balancing
g:ur M; by restoring flow and energy. Peaceful/Relax—
good to yourself! RMT #2233. Howard K
713/528-6174. it e

GET RELAXED, GET MASSAGED

Winter Special
Buy One, Get One 1/2 price

Package Discounts Ayailable
Louis 713/529-8808 pgr 713/603-5568

Enjoy the best Swedish massage with
a healing touch. Also, neuromuscular

therapy for specific muscular problems.

Davipo Rancer 713/523-0738

RMT #8069

MISCELLANEOUS

Best Murder Mystery Dinner in the Museum District.
Book your party now. The Patrician Inn B & B, 713/
461-8796.

Internet
E-Mail?
Unlimited Access
modem 713/722-5400
voice 713/461-3738

NANCY FORD. Musical comedy for private parties,
gu;:)dlraisers. special events. 713/520-7237 or 713/627-

(FAY PEN-PALS for gay and lesbian youth. For instruc-
tions on joining the Alyson Letter Exchange Program,
write to Letter Exchange, c/o Alyson Publications, 40
Plympton Street, Boston, MA 021 18. Participants must be
2| or younger.

ONLINE SERVICES

The Rainbow Classifieds, Texas' Newest Gay & Les-
bian Internet Web Page, is now accepting Want-Ads,
Personals, Calendar Postings, and Obituary Notices: Free
Business Ads with coupon. See our coupon page...Call

639-5125

INFO CALL 24 HRS.

COUNSELING

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Life challenges...death...
disease...sexual trauma.

If you are facing any of these, you are
not alone...Journeys can help. Group,

INSURANCE

FARMER'S INSURANCE—Laura Feldman Agent, 713/
552-9436. Auto, Home, Life, Annuities, Commercial; for
all your Insurarice needs. One West Loop South, #100,

77027.

MASSAGE THERAPY
mastsige'—THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE.

advertisements.

secutive months,

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING RATES

Basic Classifieds are $13 for 30 words or less and 25¢
for each word thereafter. Add additional 25¢ per each
bold word. Discount available for insertions of 3 or 6
months, if ads are prepaid. Three-month insertion base
rate of $10 per month; six-month insertion base rate of
$8 per month. Sorry, we do not bill for classifieds

B"oxed Ads are $23 per vertical column inch (2 3/8" x
I"). Reversed Boxed Ads (black background with white
lettering) are $28 per column inch. 10 percent discount
granted to advertisers who prepay for 3 or more con-

Dgadline: The Ist of the month prior to publication.
Mail ad and payment to: QutSmart Classifieds, 3406
Audubon, Houston, TX 77006. (Make checks payable to
Up & Out Communications.) Or order by phone at (713)
520-7237 or FAX it to us at (713) 522-3275 and pay by

Name

CLASSIFIED
ORDER FORM

for details 713/528-7654 or visit our URL: htep:ll
www.insync.net/~pgraphic.

S‘outhem Hospitality BBS—Where Friendships Be-
gin. Join over 200 fellow gay and lesbian Houstonians on-
line. A member of FidoNet, Fido Gay Sub-Net, PrideNet,
and StudsNet. Also available—CHAT, Profiles,
MatchMaker, CD ROM, and many doorgames. Call mo-
dem 713/522-1515; HelpLine 713/522-3747.

PRODUCTS

EROTIC
CHOCOLATES

from Sensuous Sweets
FREE CATALOG
800-96-SWEETS

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

BUYING OR SELLING — Suzanne Anderson
Properties, Houston's ONLY Lesbian, Gay, Bi, and
Transgender realty firm, 713/529-8484. (See our display
ad in this issue.)

Richard Hill, Realtor—Proudly Serving our commu-
nity for 9 years. Experienced and professional, Free
consultation or market analysis of your home. 768-3095
or 869-0456,

The Classifieds

continued on next page

Address

City

State

Zip

Day Phone

Evening Phone

Number of Issues Ad Is To Run

Classification Desired

Form of Payment

Credit Card Number

[d Check or Money Order
1 Credit Card

~ VISA, MasterCard, or American Express. Sorry, we do

Need extra money? Want to be free of your 9-5 job!
not bill.

Want to retire early with a great income? I've been
researching business opportunities for twoyearsand have
found two that satisfied ALL my tests. One already has a
strong gay and lesbian support team in the Houston area.
Call 713/869-5236 for more information.

Nice looking body builder, registered massage therapist,
incredible | hour full body massage, private studio de-
signed for massage, secure setting. Montrose, $50. Noon
to Midnight. Mitchell 713/521-3359.

individual, and family sessions
arranged by calling 713/629-0311.

Exp. Date
Name of Cardholder

Questions? Call QutSmart at (713) 520-7237.
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The Classifieds continued from previous page

RETAIL

BASIC BROTHERS. Your out and proud clothing
store. Swimwear, activewear, work-out wear, club clothes,
fashion, and more! 1232 Westheimer. Open Monday-
Saturday 10-9 and Sunday 12-6. 713/522-1626.

ROOMMATE

Wanting Responsible Roommate to share 3/2/2 home in
League City, master bedroom, private bath, $300 plus |/
2 utilities. Small dog OK. Call Becky at 713/554-7044,

Leave message.

ROOMMATES DISCOVERED—Houston's Best
Roommate Referral Service. Confidential... Personal-
jzed... Professional...We do the legwork...You do the
choosing...Call 713/468-5663.

SERVICES

REMODELING. Jay-Co Home Improvement Remodel-
ing and Repair including: painting, sheetrock, floors, car-
pentry, and more. No job too small. Free estimates. Call
Jerrod— 713/659-7030 or 713/315-6952 (pgr./vm).

HARDWARE/SOFTWARE. | go to auctions where
computers, laptops, memory, software, etc. are sold for
unbelievable prices! If you have computer or office needs
and want to save a lot of money, call me. | may be able to
get it for you cheaper than wholesale. 713/314-0906.

BARTENDER for private parties, holy union ceremo-
nies, or group functions. Start planning for your holiday
party now! Call Eric at 713/521-4546.

MASTER CARPENTER. Window Boxes, Custom
Cabinets, Residential Remodeling, Furniture Repair. 24
years experience. Free estimates, references. Call Tim
Williams at 713/526-7149.

SINGLES

One Stop Shopping for Love. Gay, Straight, Spanish.
Loads of available singles. 1-900-976-9997 ext. 720. $2.00/
min. T-tone required. |8+. Avalon Communications 305/
525-0800.

PRIVATE SCREENING. Meet eligible singles the SAFE
way. Confidential, discreet. Straight, Espafiol, gay, lesbian,
bisexual, area code—your choice. 1-900-820-9669 ext.
824, $2.00/minute, T-tone required, 18+. Avalon Com-
munications 305/525-0800.

TRAVEL

ANGEL'S RV RENTALS 713/445-7732 JoAnn
Luxury Motorhome Coaches (TV/VCR/Microwaves).
'96 Class-A sleeps 7

'95 Class-A sleeps 6

'96 Class-C sleeps 8

Catering to the gay community!

Sojourns

S
A World Travel Service

3400 Montrose Blvd,, Suite 909, Houston, Texas 77006

We Are a Full Service
A Travel Agency A

Call and ask for our FREE brochure of
specially designed tours for our community

713/528-2299 800/530-2299

Travel OutSmart!

The Travel Partnership, Inc.
SANDRA WILKINS
(713) 526-44T1 pgr 9031247

WORK WANTED

Experienced bartender, chef, interior/exterior house
painter needs work. Call Cleve at 713/880-3607.

A Touch of a Rainbow. When you want things done
professionally. Call Ray 713/846-3339 (pager).

VACATION RENTAL

GALVESTON CONDO RENTALS. Gulf view, $50
a night Friday-Saturday, $40 a night Sunday-Thursday
(per couple). CLYDE WILLIAMS at 71 3/236-0064.

Travel

Continued from page 48

ing young men. We actually liked two of

them, who happened to own a bakery, and
offered to ply us with bread and pastry if we
would go dancing with them. This seemed
harmless enough, plus they had a broken-
down panel truck as transportation, which
meant we didn't have to hoist those back
packs and walk forever to find a place to stay.

So, fools that we were, we cheerfully
agreed to the deal. Things went smoothly for
quite some time, the food was good, they
were minding their manners, but before the
promised ride to the cheap hotel they knew
about came the attempr at hanky-panky.
Words falling on deaf ears takes on a whole
new meaning when you don’t speak Italian
and they don’t speak English. Though not
even written then, I’'m sure I was trying with
body language to shout “what part of no
don’t you understand?” However, the com-
munications failed miserably, and there we
were about to be ravaged by these guys when
Carolyn remembered the van parked just
outside the back door. We made a plan danc-
ing around the pastry bags and, at just the
right moment, fled out the back door, hauled
ass into the van, and promptly locked all the
doors, making faces and saying naa, naa, naa,
naa, naa out the windows at our assailants.
Furthermore, our trusty backpacks and sleep-

ing bags were inside, so we made ourselves
comfy and slept the night inside the van,
much to the chagrin of our hosts. I think we
did the reputations for young American
women a lot of good in Ttaly; it did however
prejudice me against going further south than
Florence when I visit that splendid country.
I think 20 years later that the no-definite-
itinerary, pack-light, buy-a-rail-pass type of
trip is still a wonderful way to enlarge one’s
world, all done with great innocence and a
carefree spirit. It’s still an economical way to
start your world travels too, since a 15-day
unlimited train travel pass costs $398 if you
are 26 or younger. A student I.D. also brings
substantial discounts on lodging and admis-
sion prices to museums, galleries, and histori-
cal sights. There are excellent guides pub-
lished for the student traveler, like “Let’s Go
Europe,” which detail youth hostels and cheap
accommodations throughout Europe.
Kemwell is an international travel com-
pany, specializing in short-term car leasing in
Europe, and if two to four friends travel
together, this option is more affordable than
the rail passes, plus you enjoy the added
benefit of complete flexibility with having
your own car. The only condition governing a
short-term lease is that you must have the car
a minimum of 17 days, or maximum of six
months, The cost for leasing a brand-new
Peugeot 205, which will carry four passengers
with one bag each in comfort, is $250 per

person for the 17-day period, based on four
people shating the lease cost. This rate in-
cludes all insurance, roadside assistance, and
taxes; all you pay for is gasoline and tolls.
; Another reasonable alternative to doing
It on your own is to join a tour operated by
“Our Family Abroad,” a worldwide tour
operator, providing exclusive gay/lesbian
tours all over the world at affordable prices.
For example, a 10-day tour to England, Scot-
land, and Wales costs $1510 and includes
roundtrip airfare to London, full breakfast
daily, sightsecing, and four dinners. Theyalso
offers great tours in the U.S., like “Canyon
Country,” eight days in Arizona, the Grand
Canyon, Lake Powell, Bryce Canyon, and
ending in Las Vegas for $1048, and “The
Pacific Northwest,” a nine-day tour from
Vancouver to San Francisco, priced at $1178.
Perhaps the best value for any gay or
lesbian traveler is the Club RSVP vacation
week in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, scheduled
for April 14-21, 1996. Prices start at $695 per
person and include a week of fun, all meals
and alcoholic beverages, all sporting activi-
ties, and live entertainment. RSVP Vacations
are the best in the business, and this week is
one of the best travel values you'll find. W

Sandra Wilkins is owner and president of The
Travel Partnership, Inc., a travel company proud
to serve the gay and lesbian traveler. Contact ber
at 713/526-4471, or pager 713/903-1247.

The LeTs Bi Gay Mall

BUSINESS EXPO

Tired of increasing your eyeglass prescription every year?

OUR FOCUS IS SEEING

BETTER THE NATURAL WAY.

“I became interested in improving vision when
my own vision tripled in prescription by the time
[ was 14 years old. To make sure that improve-
ment techniques really work, | went to work
for a preventative optemetrist, Dr. Jacob
Liberman, for 4 years before attending optom-

[ rovct winn ivreoriry )

ESSENTIAL
TOUCH

’ THERAPIES

Massage * Reflexology * Polarity s Shiatsu

etry school. I study vision improvement every
ART EXPO N o W o P E N day. I look forward to meeting you.” Aromat/zemp_y Baths
—Dr. Sue Moss, O.D. S .
SPEAKERS PROGRAM TR s e TRerapedity Oosoienise Facials * Salt Scrubs » Seaweed Wraps
ENTERTAINMENT INTERNET SHOPPING MALL Dr. Sue Moss, O.D.

Gift Certificates Available
713/524-2525 ﬁ 4 ’f"f “ Vi

R SRR T

PLUS MUCH MORE FOR THE

The LeTs Bi Gay ™ Community

URL

http://www.townmtg.com

SERVICES OFFERED:
» Thorough, prevention-oriented eye exams.  * Vision Training & Orthokeratology
+ Specialty contacts—bifocals, color lenses,  * Convenient hours
frequent replacement lenses. weekends & evenings
* Contact lenses for improving your vision.  * Wholistic Eye Care

Eyes Are Precious
WHOLISTIC EYE CARE
1428-A West Alabama ¢ 713/524-2525

Just 3 blocks west of Montrose Blvd.

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
713/942-0923
3100 Richmond * Suite 204
Houston, TX 77098

Alan Davidson, Director
Registered Massage Therapist J

HOUSTON, TX
OCTOBER 5 & 6

SPONSORS
THE NATURAL ADVANTAGE, OUTSMART MAGAZINE, CURETON COMPUTER CONSULTING
HOUSE OF COLEMAN, SOJOURN TRAVEL, MONTICELLO ENTERTAINMENT
WATERMARK PRINTING, COMMUNITY LIFE TODAY
PREFERRED GRAPHICS, SIGNS OF SUCCESS

Town MEETING, INC. P.O. Box 66128 HousToN, TX 77266 1(800) 203-4597

TowN MEETING, INC. P.O. Box 66128 HousToNn, TX 77266 1(800) 203-4597

62 OutSmart ¥ January 15, 1996 PR o

;—_—_ ‘



OUTSMART RESOURCE DIRECTORY

ACCOMMODATIONS

The Lovett Inn ......coveeciiisivanminniinn 501 Lovett ..... 522-5224

ACCOUNTING SERVICES

Patrick Faicon, CPA ...... 4200 Montrose #490 ..... 522-3308
Hubbard Financial Senvices ..,. 2615 Montrose ... 522-9000

Julia Siska, CPA . 520-8099
ADVERTISING
OutSmart Magazine ...... 3406 Audubon Place ..... 5207237
Uptown Express Magazine 3406 Audubon Place ... 520-7237
The Gay and Lesbian Yellow Pages ... 9420084
Woman's Resource DireCtory ..uuiiiimusmusscaninn 2420800
ATTORNEYS
Cordell & Haley, L.L.P. ...covviee 1712 Fairview ... 522-2488
Moore & HuNt ....ccoevvne 3608 Audubon Place ..... 522.4282
Shannon T. Waren ... 1210 Hawthome ..... 5230420
COMMUNITY SERVICES/
ORGANIZATIONS
AIDS Equity League «....c..c.. P.0. Box 980307 ..... 871-0092

AIDS Alliance of the Bay Area17511 El Camino Real488-4492
AIDS Foundation Houston3202 Weslayan Annex ... 6236796
AIDS Mastery Workshop .. 6236796
Anti-Homophobia Alliance (AHAL) ... 6506916
AVES (Amigos AIDS Volunteers 4126 SW Freeway 626-2837
Bering Community Service Foundation1440 Harold 5296071

Body Positive .......... 1475 W, Gray #176-177 ..... 524-2374
Dizingar Foundation .............. 3701 Montrose ... 5228660
Gay and Lesbian Switchboard of Houston ............ 5293211
Gay Men's Chorus ..o P.0. Box 541004 ...... 521-SING

Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce .......
1109 Hyde Park Box 178, Houston, 77006 ...
Hate Crimes Hot-Line ...

Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals
Houston Clinical Research Network4211 Graustark 520-2034
Houston Outdoor Group ....... P.O. Box380893 ..... KAMP-OUT
Houston Physicians for Human Rights2006 McDuffie523-4700

Houston Wrestling Club ... 4626143 ext. 2
LIB (Lesbians in Business) ... P.O. Box 66748 ... 5290077
KOLBE Project ...ccvrrssrrsmrssnnesns 1509 Fairview ..... 522-8182
Montrose CliniC ..ocveereenrenas 215 Westheimer ..... 5202000

.. 2410 Woodhead .... 52-NAMES
602 Branard ..., 5237110

. NAMES Project Houston .
Omega House, Inc. ........

Q Patrol .. .. 871-8519
Pet Patrol 522-1954
Parents & Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) .. 867-9020
PWA Coalition ...c.qieseses 3400 Montrose #106 ..... 5225428
Southern Hospitality BBS ..o 5221515
Southeast Texas Legal Clinic 3400 Montrose #203 523-7852
DATING SERVICES
Alternative Visions
ENTERTAINMENT
CLUBS AND COMEDIANS

MS. B'S ..oociniinreninnnn, 9200 Buffalo Speedway ... 666-3464
Nancy Ford Musical Comedy 3406 Audubon Pl...... 520-7237
) R R B I 2401 San Jacinto ... 7599606
Singing Cavalier Telegrams8303 S.W Frwy #230... 520-7171
The PBLIO ...cceceicanraens 9200 Buffalo Speedway ... 666-3464

9200 Buffalo Speedway ..... 666-3464

.... 9200 Buffalo Speedway... ..... €66-3464

THEATERS
Saciety for the Performing Ans. .. 227-1910
Stages Repertory Theatre . 52-STAGE
Theatre LaB Houston 868-7516
Theatre Under the Stars ... 622.1626
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FINANCIAL SERVICES
FINANCIAL ADVISORS
Acacia Financial Ctr...9 Greenway Plaza # 3000 ... 888-3500
MORTGAGE BROKERS
First Financial Mortgage Corp. .. John Hathcote ..... 6699555
Mortgage AsSOC, Of TEXAS ..covemiciasasiisisiassesaarnss 5241850

New Era Mortgage Co. 8958082
North American Mongage CompanyGreg Purser .... 2684184

FITNESS/HEALTH CLUBS/
PERSONAL TRAINING

The Art of FItNeSS .....ccivminamsnanin A RS 938-80DY
Houston Gym .+ 233 Birdsall ..... 8809191

Muscle Mechanics .. . 523-5330
GRAPHIC ARTISTS
Graphic Ink . D22-T050
Prefermed GraphiCs w.uuumieriisinsnmsnssissssssssssansis 528-7654
Signs of SUGCESS .v.ccuiiine 2360 W. Alabama ..... 0427446
HAIR STYLISTS / FASHION |

Debbie’s Style Shop ...... 2726 Wnite Oak Dr. ..... 8698977

Robinhoods .- 315 W, Alabama ..... 9428888
Tracy's Retreat 2404 Montrose ..... 5295330
INSURANCE
Pippa Wiley ....ccccccvivirinrnnn Farmers Insurance ..... 9574297
Mansker Insurance ...... 3400 Montrose #227 ..., 5222792
HEALTH CARE
PROFESSIONALS
CHIROPRACTIC
Jacgueling A. Doval, M.S., D.C.4126 S.W. Freeway 627-9355
Dr. Jerry Martin, PC .......... 5252 Westchester ..... 660-7722
Yale Chiropractic Clinic .. .. 1445 Yale ..... 8020003
DENTISTS
Bruce W. Smith, DDS. ............ 2006 Missouri ..... 5294364
HYPNOTHERAPY
Joyce Caldcleugh ..... 2200 SW Freeway #400 ... 5241241
Mike BEBVET 1..uvivvriassreans 3838 Hillcroft #315 ..... 9786770
OPHTHALMOLOGIST
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MOSt. Joseph Eye Center ... 7570270
OPTOMETRISTS
Dr. Sue MOSS ....ocvvere 1428-A West Alabama ..... 5242525
Pearle Vision EXpress ........... 1200 McKinney ... 6511455
PHARMACEUTICAL/PERSCRIPTIONS
STATSCRIPT ....conivanine 4101 Greenbriar #235 ..., 521-1700
PHYSICIANS
Gay&Lesbian Health Professionals Referral Line ... 523-4700
Arlette Phara, DO .c...ciuiiiisimainmssrinsrssmassarsinars 6260505
Patricia Salvato, MD 4120 SW Freeway #200 ... 960-7900
MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Altruistic Touches/James BUrke ........oeveeieisiiinie 5239153

Essential Touch/Alan Davidson.,.3100 Richmond . 9420923
Houston AIDS Massage Project .. 7684267
Norman Sanford ............ 25038 S. Shepherd ..... 9352122

PSYCHIC & INTUITIVE READERS
ShALON MBEHSON ..iicinciaiirrmrremssicassnssmnssnasranesess 6811747
Joseph Malina ... e 5244411
Sandra Nicholas . e 5220990
JOB PBXEON iesvavaissassssasssnsesassnassasssrnssrnnsssdassssansons $23-1627

PSYCHOTHERAPY /COUNSELING

Margaret DiJacklin & Assoc.4200 Montrose #540 5227014

Tony Canoll, LMSW-ACP ... i.eoivmicaiacnnssssinmmanssnns 5223045
Arlyne Gimble . B Paxamee ... 666-0433
Miles Glaspy ..o e New Counseling Center ..... 529-1913

Seely M. Gerraughty, LMSW-ACP LMFT ... 526-4487
Dave Hopkinson, PC o 526-3238
Barbara Levinson, PhDCenter for Healthy Sexuality 785-2600
Odilia Méndez, MS, LPC315 W. Alabama, #106 .... 527-8800
Denise O'Doherty, LPC ......... 3415 Graustark ..... 529-1913
Montrose Counseling Ctr .. 701 Richmond Ave ..... 5290037
Patrick Vachon, LMSW-ACP...New Counseling Center529-1913

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Acker-Blum Realtors ......cooiiinn 1939 W, Gray .....
American Title Co, .... 5 Post Oak Park #1900 .....
Bianchi Wendland Properties . 4617 Montrose .....
Neartown REaIY ...ovveeivesiensinnns 209 W, Main .....
Russ Jeter......... 2415 Town Center Dr. #200 .....
Stephen Tompkins, Century 21 ......cevimasmnrnns
Suzanne Anderson Properties 239 Westheimer .....
Richard Hill (Swilley-Hudson) .... 1505 Heights .....

RELIGIOUS /SPIRITUALITY
Community Gospel Church.......... 501 E, 18th ..... 8809235
The Community of The Reconciling Servant
1505 Nevada

.. 462-7154

Dignity Houston 880-2872
Ecumenical Catholic Church 526-8095%
Houston Mission Chureh ... 5298225
Jewish Congregation 7487079
Kingdom Community Church ... 4404 Blossom 862-7533
Maranatha MCCR 3400 Montrose, Suite 800... .... 5286756
MCCR HOUSEON ..ovvveeeeessasiuncnsn 1919 Decatur ..... 8619149

‘RESTAURANTS & COFFEE BARS

B0 iiivreissriissavesaniessiyaasss 3745 Greenbriar ... 5230880
Baba Yega Saloon & Cafe ........... 2607 Grant ... 5220042
Cafe Maison Coffee ........ 2089 Westheimer ..... 5286750
Dessert Gallery ......ooereeeiiiniees 3200 Kirby Dr. ..... 522:9998
Prince Street Market Coffee Dellvery ... 8802338
Sunset Tea ROOM ....ocoveeiiinne Sunset @ Kirby ... 6669032
RETAIL
AUTOMOTIVE SALES

Dominion Jaguar .. e 3101 Kirby ... 526-3147
ANTIQUES, CONSIGNMENT SHOPS
NOW & ABBIN ....ccvoeinniinnaiesians 1819 Waugh ..... 529-5069
River Oaks Antiques Center 2119 Westheimer ..... 5208238
BOOKS, CARDS, PERIODICALS, ETC.
The Book HOUSE ...vivviiencans 1643 Richmond ..... 524-0992
610 W, Alabama ..... 9420147
.. 3804 S. Shepherd ...., 528-5457
521-3369

Crossroads Market .
Dramatika

Inklings ... 1846 Richmond Ave, .....
LOB0 i ninaayss ... 1424.C Westheimer ..... 522-5156
CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES
.. 1232 Westheimer 522-1626
... 9019 Westheimer ..., 9539393
Eye Elegance .......c.ccouveee 1800 Post Oak Bivd ..... 6224411
Leathar FOTEVET ......cvrrrniacsias 711 Fairview ..... 5266840
FLORIST

Heights Above Flonist .

Flower Mart of Hyde Park ... 1200 Waugh Dr .. 5292300
FORMALWEAR
Tuxedo Galleny .........ccoieiinnnnnns 2 Locations ..... 688-3199
FURNITURE
LG onos rasteebhaehansadsassiasssan 3200 S. Shepherd ... 5280220
GIFTS
Gelebrations To Go Gift Baskels ... | .. 5201674
Singing Cavaller SINging TEIREMmmS . ..o 5207171

GROCERIES, SUPPLIES & LIQUOR
Fiesta Market ........c.ccoiwnoiens 3803 Dunlavy ... 529.7352
KIOBET weveeisrrrrsenanrans e I 3300 Montrose ..... 5267865
JEWELERS

806 Main #1501 ..... 2279171
. ]

Earle Rosenblum Jewelers

i

911 W. 11th St. ... 8622683

Jewelry Appraisal Svcs.2425 W. Loop South, #600 622-9070

Reiner's Jeweler's ............ 2210 Westheimer ..... 520-1212
SERVICES
ALARM SYSTEMS
The Alerte Centre, Inc., Andy Gamett......c.ccveeannns 802-2660
CATERING
Catering by George . 6991693
Personal Cooking Services .... . 522-4407
CLEANING
Lenny's Cleaning Co. 662-6446
Man Maid Cleaning Service/Tony AKIN .................. 9939737
CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING
U.S. Construction . 5267679
FUNERAL/MORTUARY SERVICES
Crespo Funeral Homes ........., . 2235420
Earthman Funeral Directors ........... 4658900 ..... 659-3000

LAUNDRY/DRY CLEANERS
Custom Valet Cleaners ..... 1900 S. Shepherd ..... 529-3366
Helghts Discount Cleaners..,402 1/2 W, 11th St. 880-3365

PET CARE
Absolutely Fabulous Pet Care 908 W. Alabama ..... 5270707
PIANO TUNING
James B. Kozak .... . 8638608
PHOTOGRAPHY
TNEresa DIMBNND ..........cimurenasssnsnneemesssaeassenes 862-4604
Gabrie! T. . ... 3407 Montrose, #204 ..., 5827779
PLUMBERS
Bicknell Plumbing . 6496161

PRINTING AND GRAPHICS

House of Coleman .... 901 W. Alabama ..... 5232521

Printing Expressions .. 5406 Kirby ..... 666-5404
SHIPPING/MAILING

5090 Richmond Ave. ..... 6262920

. 2620 S. Shepherd ..... 528.7678
VIDEOTAPING/EDITING

Absolute Video, Patricia Crago viueaiiemsiamsnns 7864902

Mail Boxes Ete, ..

VOICE MAIL
U.S. Voice Mail ..... 2990 Richmond Ave #504 ..... 2841445
SIGNS/BANNERS
Signs of Success ... 2360 W. Alabama ..... 9427446
TRAVEL AGENCIES
Advance-Damron Vacations .... 8006950880 ..... 682-2650
Sandra Wilkins/Travel Partnership ..o 5264471
Sojouns Travel . 8005302299 ..... 528-2209
VIATICAL SERVICES
Ability Life Trust, Inc 8006320555
Community Life...Today 526-5807
Life Benefactors 252-3700
Medical Escrow Society ... 8004221314
RN e e ,800-932.0050
Page & Associates, Inc. .. 800-259.0603
Viatical Benefits Foundation ., .. 8008719440

RESPECT
GOES
BOTH

WAYS.

OutSmart advertisers support you
by supporing us! Remember to tell
them you saw their ad in OutSmart!

SEND A BIG GIFT BASKET TO
YOURSPECIAL SWEETHEART

¥ Chocolate
Lovers

¥ Romantic
Evening

¥ Elegant
Pampering

¥ Red Hot
& Ready

70
GO

HAVE YOUR GIFT BASKET
DELIVERED WITH
A SINGING TELEGRAM
AND BALLOONS!

« Same Day Delivery

Major Credit Cards Accepted

onald Workman left his family

and a host of friends on December

20, 1995 after living courageously
with AIDS for several years,

Donny had the unique ability to find
the best in every situation, pointing out the
light, regardless of how bleak things may
have appeared on the outside. Donny was an
example to us all of how to live and die with
love, regardless of how many years he spent
with his “Seven Dwarfs” T-cell count.

Born in the farming town of Shelby,
Hlinois, Donny lived in California, Tennes-
see and Texas. Besides a stint as a popular
bartender at the Kon Tiki in Galveston,
Donny was a valued employee wherever he
worked, including the Guardian Funeral
Plans, Dental World, and most recently
Uptown Express and OutSmart magazines,
where he cheerfully worked as receptionist
and general “man about the office.” Donny’s
spirit of gay pride led him to become one of
the original hosts of the Nellie Ribbons
Party. Sharing his beliefs in holistic health,

PRild Worliman

January 23, 1961- December 20, 1995

Donny attended and later directed The Self-

Healing Group at Specorum Center founded by Michael K. Wilson.
Donny was an accomplished and talented man, and expressed
himself in many media through Patrick Palmer's HIV+ ART classes,

e -"

the Art League of Houston, 1953 Montrose Blvd. Donations in his memory
can be made to the Patrick Palmer’s HIV Art Program, care of the Art
League of Houston (713) 523-9530.

sponsored by the Art League of Houston.
His art was featured in Arss and Understand-
ing magazine and AIDS Foundation
Houston’s In Your Earand Off the Wall Art
Exhibit. Donny’s talent and art live on to
fulfill his philosophy of helping others, as his
art was chosen by DIFFA as the 1995 fund-
raising Angel Christmas Card.

Among the works we are so proud of
are several sculprures, paintings and erch-
ings which can be seen at the Art League of
Houston through January 27, 1996.

Donnyleaves familyand loving friends,
as well as his pet Cocker Spaniel, Bunny,
and his cat, Crayola. He now joins his other
friends and lover, Michael Malone.

We love you, Donny, and we're proud
to have known you. Thanks forsharing your
life with us and for allowing us to share our
lives with you. You left an empty bottle, but
we sure enjoyed the wine.

D

A memorial service in Donny's honor will be
held on Thursday, January 25, at 7:30 pm at
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‘What a Wzrld,

What a ‘World...

[~ Y@ appy '96! Second only to a really good collagen treat
ment, there’s nothing like a brand-new year to give a gal
a fresh start on life. But, generally speaking, I have
L _LL always believed the making of resolutions at year’s
beginning to be a somewhat shortsighted ritual, possibly concocted by
those obsessed with their own inadequacies.

Actually, the ancient Babylonians are the folks responsible for the
making of New Year’s resolutions, according to Charles Panati’s
Extraordinary Origins of Everyday Things. Rather than longing for
release from their collective weight problem or nicotine addiction,
these upstanding ancestors of ours made it a point at the first of each
year “to return all borrowed farming tools and household utensils and
to pay off outstanding debts.”

Admittedly, I know squat about farming tools, unless you count
knowing how to operatea corkscrew. But has it occurred to anyone else
that if all of us suddenly paid off all our outstanding debts, telephone
collectors the world over would be thrown into the chasm of unem-
ployment? To avoid worldwide economic collapse, I suggest that this
is one Babylonian resolution that begs to be broken.

This year, at the gentle urging of a handful of well-meaning, self-
help-seminar-attending friends, I've reconsidered my no-resolution
policy. They've convinced methat those who do not learn from the past

by Nancy Ford

are indeed destined to repeat it, often not with the facilitator of our
choice.

Therefore, in a sincere effort to avoid repeating various disasters-
turned-learning-experiences wroughtin'95, here is my personal list of
resolutions for '96.

Nothing less than total professionalism.

John Hathcote
Senior Loan Officer

Tel. 669-9555 Pager 768-3110
6575 West Loop South, Suite 150, Bellaire, TX 77401

S vesolve

* to remember that my car
has been designed to serve as a
mode of transportation, and I
should not treat its interior as
though it were a storage closet,
purse, or aluminum can and
newspaper recycling center.

® to not change my name to
anunpronounceablesymbol rep-
resenting omnisexuality.

® to practice restraint when
striking up conversations with
women while performing in out-
of-town nightclubs on the road.
Even though these women may
bear a very striking physical re-
semblance to Gloria Steinem in
dimlight, these same women may
also have been, just that very
weekend, released from prison.

* to not be surprised when
these same women take it per-
sonally when I turn down their
offers to slow dance.

e to remind those who choose
todine with me that, in myhome,
Nutrasweet®and Simplessew are
considered instruments of the
devil.

* to, conversely and at the
suggestion of my physician, drop
some weight,

e to do so cheerfully and will-
ingly, undaunted by the fact that
Keiko, the Acting Whale (you
know, Willie, in Free Willie), is
at this moment being cared for
and pampered by marine biolo-
gistsin RhodeIsland until it gains
a ton. We're not being euphe-
mistic here; the ailing whale lit-
erally needs to gaina ton to bring
it up to its recommended fight
ing weight. Some mammals have
all the luck.

e (o accept the fact that
though a holistic approach to
healing may work wonders for

- the body and spirit, from an au-

tomotive standpoint, it sucks.

* to remember that just be-
cause someone double-dares me
to do something, it’s immature
to feel compelled to accept the
challenge. [t should be sufficient
to visualize that, yes indeedy, if
closely shaven, my dog’s butt
would closely resemble Bob
Dole’s profile. It should not be
necessary to put my dog through
depilatory humiliation just to
prove a point.

e 1o remember that God
neverintended for L'Oreal Mois-
turizing Cover Stick to bea per-
manent replacement for the cos-
metic benefit of a full night's
sleep.

e todrivearound, rather than
through, Columbia Falls, Mon-
tana, should I find myself vaca-
tioning outside the loop. Folks
from Columbia Falls, Montana,
seem to adhere to a severe Code
of Conduct.

e 10 sit down and actually

watch an episode of Home Im-
provement, from beginning to
end, in its entirety, Afterward,
if T still want to trash it as an
insidious piece of fluff designed
to promote heterosexuality, so
be it.

® to not be disheartened by
the fact that a recent astrological
reading revealed that my ruling
signs—Leo with Aries rising—
are identical to that of Amy
Fisher.

® 1o stop pretending that the
remote control for my TV
doubles as a fitness device—you
know, like one of those springy,
grip-tightener thingies.

e that, even though she’s no
longer dating anyone, it’s prob-
ably not safe to think of Paula
Barbieri as available. v

Naney Ford is a Houston-based
comedian and [requent contribu-
lor to the gay and lesbran press.
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For the biggest investments of your life...
Protection you can count on!

10777 Northwest Freeway, Suite 102, Houston, Texas 77092
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R ERELS INCO (LLEE
IN THE SUBURBS!

u.s. consmUcﬁ%‘
& SERVICES

* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

Our . * Ceramic Tiling
Capabilities iy oo
Include: nterior terior Painting

* Room Additions and Siding

We are an owner-operated company serving the Houston

T

i area for |7 years, specializing in residential and commercial
Pictured Above: AVONDALE TOWNHOUSE LOFTS remodeling. We have many satisfied references, both resi-
Renovate Historic dential and commerical, for your review.
Montrose/Lower Westheimer : o X
Co-investors welcome in safe, profitable rehab and construction f we can be of assistance, please call. Thank you.
investments (minimum participation ten thousand dollars) Call for free estimate
: 526-7679
MAIN STREET Contact Rick Ehrlich U.S. CONSTRUCTION & SERVICES e
INVESTMENT BANK 713.521.9449
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Mortgage Associates have a special way
Ofoffermg professional expertise

and providing zhefeelmg of

personalization with every

aspect of our business.

At Mortgage Associates we are

proud to serve our community

with a unique style of professionalism.

Call us for all your homeand

mortgage needs.
ortgage Associates

of Texas
S5 7 Rty Scare 202
Focastive, “Rowss

(775)52%- 7550
Kﬁ'h‘l‘mf 'ﬁyﬁm' Realtors,.,
preferred by Knowdedgeable consumers.
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