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00t of the Question

Last month, in the interest of equal ime, OutSmart
requested letters from those in “our family" who were
tired of militants haranguing them to come out of the
doset. “Innjes” were encouraged to anonymously
share with OutSmart readers their experience as to
why “staying in" is a better choice. We received one
response;

his letter is in reference to the article in the

OutSmart [Vol. 2, Issue 12] by Martie Baillie,
called “Closets With Revolving Doors.”

I must say that it was a very good article and
that | agreed with it on many points, but | also
disagreed with a few. | disagree with the impor-
tance of people coming out of the closet, for the
simple fact that not many people care. It seems to
20 one of two ways. One is that the people
around you are totally homophobic, and you are
instantly vanished. The other is that everyone
around you instantly accepts it, because they are
open-minded and couldn't care less.

| realize that in a perfect world we could all
come out, and-it would be accepted as another
form of life. Unfortunately, we do not live in a
perfect world, and, for the most part, everyone in
a public office must not announce their sexual
preference for fear of retribution or loss of in-
come.

Personally, | am of the opinion that it is safer
10 be content with the knowledge that you, your
fiends, and your family—and not the entire
world—know “who" you are. For the most part,
people are out for Number One and couldn't
care less if you live or die, much less what your life
consists of,

So why stress yourself by coming out publicly
and chance the loss of employment, or even your
life. | mean, have you ever picked up a paper and
read about a heterosexual couple being beaten to
death for announcing their wedding plans? Not
likelym

| personally have come out of the closet in
recent years, but | find myself not disclosing my

personal life to my employer. | am there to work,
not to socialize, so what | do on my own time with
my own life is my business and not my employer's.
—Name withheld

Houston, Texas

More Than Just Friends

The following letter was sent to, Bob Schnar, pro-
gramming director at KJAC-TV, Port Arthur, Texas,
regarding that station’s cancellation of the recent
“Lesbian Wedding" episode of Friends.

r. Schnam:
Once again, "out of line censorship” has
reared its ugly head. When will you and others
realize that the decision making is not yours.

People are very much in control of their lives and
can decide for themselves what they will or won't
view. It's a simple matter of free speech and free
press. You and your station have no right to tell
anyone whatthey can see, hear, or be exposed to.
Just because you and your staff feel that a homo-
sexual wedding/union is unnatural (which it is not)
and choose not to air it, will not make it go away.
We gay and lesbian humans exist and have for
centuries. We work, pay taxes, vote, raise children,
and have lives exactly the same as you or anyone.
You and others with similar ideas and thoughts
about others who you see as different need to pull
your heads out of the sand and take a long look at
yourselves, Absolutely no one is perfect, and each
of us needs to worry about ourselves. The bottom
line is that your station made a decision of grave
proportion. It implies a dictatorship, Neanderthal,
backwoods way of thinking. Heaven forbid that
anyone in the triangle area is exposed to some-
thing other than a meat, potatoes, and chaise
lounger way of life. Homosexuality is not going to
g0 away, Mr. Schnarr. It exists in our world like so
many other thingsiin life. The world is out there for
people to experience and decide for themselves
what it is they want or don't want in their lives. Run
your life, not others, By the same token, run your
station responsibly. It's OK to inform viewers of
content prior to the show, so they can make an
informed, intelligent decision for themselves. In
closing, | must say | am extremely disappointed in
you and your staff at KJAC-TV, Channel 4. As the
world and its people move forward, it's unintelli-
gent thinking like this that keeps your area going
backwards. As a person who was born and raised
in Groves, | look on my decision to live elsewhere
as a blessing. Just consider how much | would be
losing out on with the “speak no evil, see no evil,
hear no evil” way of life your station expresses.
it is my hope that the homosexual community
in the Beaumont/Port Arthur area will boycott
your station and its advertisers.
—Charles ). Beaugh Jr.
Houston, Texas
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Triangle Tribulations?

n incredible result of Wyatt Roberts and the
AAmer‘ican Family Association’s campaign
against us has been that so many wonderful friends
from Austin and Houston, and even around the
nation, have come to our support. This support
has taken the form of phone calls, letters, and new
orincreased advertising. It has been a most heart-
warming response.

Thank you for your wonderful support, signa-
tures, and ad. [t meant a great deal to us, We look
forward to working with you toward a more
cohesive community.

—Kay Longcope

(Editor & Publisher)

and Barbara Wohigemuth
(General Manager)

The Texas Triangle, Austin, Texas

Congratulations on the resulting story about The
Triangle’s plight in USA Today and the increased
support of your publication. Like the Scripture says,
“All things work together for good for those who love
God.” —Editor

On The Other Hand...

lesbian acquaintance living in Texas sent me
copiesof OutSmart.| have read [the publisher's]
editorial in the Vol. 2, #10 issue. | am not a
Chnistian, | deny Christ. | am a Buddhist, (| am a 35-
year-old Caucasian, who was baptized a Catholic.)

I don't know if Hitler will go to hell (as you
claim in your column.) Only God knows. | know
Hitlerkilled himself, maybe he had time to repent?
(If not to make up for his sins?l)

To be honest with you, | don't really believe
in so-called “gay and lesbian magazines.” A maga-
zine like The Advocate, for instance, I think is strictly
for gay men. The lesbian content is tiny and
abysmal...it's embarrassing (to us lesbians).

My father's father was homosexual, and he
was a cruel man. Cruel to children, Maybe he's in
Hell?! it wouldn't surprise me at all! It's a crime to
hurt a child (because you can't handle being a
fairy).

Well, ciao. | hope little J. C. will take good care
of you [and] won't let you have AIDS or anything.
Although | doubt it. 'Cause, as | said, | don't believe
in him,

—Chantal Bigras
Montreal, Quebec

Thanks for reading OutSmart and sharing your views.
You might also want to get in touch with Montreal’s
Gay Line at 514/931-8668 andlor the Women's
Center of Montreal at 5| 4/842-4780. Bon chance.

Re: “Mr. Roberts Goes to Gaytown” by Steven Foster
(OutSmart, Vol. 2, Issue 12).

ut there was an erector set in Toy Story.

Although only pieces, the mutant one-eyed
doll's head, attached to erector-set spider legs,
was instrumental in saving the day. Amazing how
all those “misfits” were able to work together to
support the theory that good does conquer.

Good article.
—Gary Archer
Houston, Texas

just finished the January '96 issue of your maga-

zine (my first exposure) and generally enjoyed it,
though most of the writing seemed a little on the
light side. “In Search of a Gay Soul,” for instance,
might have provided more specific information
about gay life in non-westem cultures, since that
sort of information would, | think, prove most
empowering to identity-seeking gays, as well as
provide more cogent ideas for harmonizing in our
own society. Still, the piece was good, and I'm glad
to know you're out there.

| was greatly alarmed, however, by Tirey
Counts' letter expressing his support for Rush
Limbaugh. Aside from the poor logic of the letter,
Mr. Counts appears mistaken about some things,
and | think the issue is worth addressing.

His point about neckties is laughable, as if
admiring a tie designed by Limbaugh says anything
abouta person's political views. (Strangely, though,
Mr. Counts is the second Limbaugh fan I've heard
refer to the tie as “quality ties around $35 each,”
which is Limbaugh's exact tagline for the product.
Makes a pretty convincing argument that Limbaugh's
followers are less his like-minded allies than they
are his thoughtless mimics.)

Also laughable is his assertion that Limbaugh
deserves admiration for “obtain[ing] the largest
audience he possibly can.” By that standard, Hitler
should be revered as a hero—his audience was
even bigger and more dedicated than Limbaugh's.

And regarding Rush’s views of gays, | don't
know what episodes of the show Mr. Counts has
seen, but in a particular episode | happened to
catch, Limbaugh called gays “pigs,” refeming, |
suppose, to what he sees as the gay community’s
disgusting, self-indulgent lifestyle and offensiveness
to civilized society.

Itake noissue with Mr. Counts’ enthusiasm for
free-market economics, but he is foolish to try to
reconcile his gay lifestyle with support for a hate-
monger like Rush Limbaugh.

As far as Limbaugh's “gracious” response to
Mr. Countts' letter, I'd advise against reading much
meaning into that. Pre-Civil War slave owners
were always happy to welcome the allegiance of
the men they owned. Malcolm X called these
confused slaves “House Niggers." While their
sympathy with their masters may have won them
occasional better treatment, they remained every
bit as oppressed, detested, and looked down upon
as their brothers out in the field.

So don't sell yourselfand your community out,
Mr. Counts. Give that tie to the Purple Heart, find
a less fascist free-market group—Ilike the Libertar-
ians—to support, and start putting those ten hours
aweek to better use. Maybe go help feed all those
homeless [people] Limbaugh and his lot like to
pretend don't exist.

—Dan Treadway
Houston, Texas

Praise From StreetWise

wantto thank you for helping focus attention on

the struggles, frustrations, needs, and hopes of
homeless and thrownaway youth here in Mon-
trose. ["Where the Streets Have No Name" by
Eric L. Roland, Vol. 2, Issue 12] While “only” about
50 percent of our clients self-identify as gay/
lesbian, bi or transgendered, this is actually a
relatively high percentage, since estimates of gay
and lesbians in any given population usually run

between 3 percent and 10 percent. There are
numerous explanations forwhy there are so mMany
lesbigay street kids in this area of Houston. One of
those reasons, as most of us realize (somethrough
first-hand experience), is that a kid is more likely to
be kicked out or forced to leave his/her home for
being gay/lesbian/bi or transgendered than for
being heterosexual.

Unfortunately, many of these same clients
have real issues with the lesbigay community.
Apart from feeling ignored by most of our com-
munity ortold to “come back when you're 21" (as
ifthe only thing we have to offerthem is legal entry
into the bars), many of them see all the “Johns"
looking to buy sexual favors as “gay” regardless of
the John's sexual or political identification. But
articles like yours, published in a “Gay and Lesbian
Monthly Magazine,” let our clients knowthat there
are people in the lesbigay community who genu-
inely care about them. And the donations we
received because of the article remind my staffand
myself that there are lesbigays who value and
support the services we provide to all of our
clients.

Please let Eric know that he's welcome to
come back anytimel

—Jays Janney
Director, StreetWise Houston
Houston, Texas

YOU DON'T HAVE T0 BE

Cay,
BUT 1T HELPS,

We like to say that you don't have to be a
gay man to like the Gay Men's Chorus of
Houston. In fact, some of our best friends
are straight.  Straight men.  Straight women
And (don't tell anyone).  even some of our
members are straight (gasp).

We're  the Gay Men's Chorus of
Houston. In addition to having a sense of
humor (and a few members who just humwn o
be heterosexual), we have three formal
concerts a year, a new artistic  director,
and a whale lat of fun!

So, start singing with us.  We meet for
rehearsal on Thursday nights a1 7:00 p.m.
Just go 1o Grace Lutheran Chmeh on
Missouri Street at Waugh Drive. Or call us
at 521-SING. - You don't have to he gay..
but it wouldn't  hurt!
v ) Ho

NO AUDITION REQUIRED
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Ifyou are part ofa group or have a function that you
would like listed in our calendar, please send an
announcement by the Ist of the month to: CALEN-
DAR EDITOR, OutSmart Magazine, 3406 Audu-
bon, Houston, TX 77006. Inclusion in the calendar
is based upon general interest to our readers, space
availability, and the whims of the editorial staff.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
AND MEETINGS

¥ ebruar

15 CRUEL GARDEN LECTURE, dis-
cover the beauty of gay Spanish poet Frederico
Garcia Lorca's writings and the ballet based on his
life, presented by Houston Ballet, 7:30 pm, Hous-
ton Ballet, 1921 West Bell, 713/523-6300.

16 LESBIANS IN BUSINESS, 6 pm,
Innova Building, 20 Greenway Plaza, 713/529-
0077.

17 HOMOSEXUALITY AND EDU-
CATION, seminar with Kevin Jennings, executive
director of the Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Teachers
Network, sponsored by PFLAG Houston, PFLAG
Victoria, and HA.T.CH., 2 pm, Grace Lutheran
Church, 2515 Waugh, 713/942-7002.

20 DATING & MATING: Erotic Choices
in Safer Sex Workshop explores the options of
safer sex and sensuality through discussion and
games, 7-9 pm, Metropolitan Multiservice Center,
1475 W. Gray, 713/524-2374,

PRIDE COMMITTEE OF HOUSTON, gen-
eral meeting and social hour, 6:30 pm, 2700 Albany,
529-6979.

21 MEN’S NETWORK for gay and bi-
sexual men, topic: Wellness and the Mind by Ty
O'Malley, 7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling Center,
701 Richmond, 713/529-0037.

22 AIDS: A SPIRITUAL KIND OF
CARING, panel discussion presented by the Hous-
ton Hospice Spiritual Care Committee, 7-9:30 pm,
Episcopal Church of the Ascension, 2525 Seagler,
713/468-2441,

JAZZY LADIES, with Marilynn Thibodaux, Claudia
Burson, Erin Wright, and Carol Chaikin, 8 pm,
Ovations, 2536 Times Blvd., 713/293-4233.

DOLLARS & SENSE, a panel workshop, reviews
legal and financial matters concerning people living
with HIV/AIDS, 7-9 pm, Metropolitan Multiservice
Center, 1475 W. Gray, 713/524-2374.

24 MALCOLM X SPEAKS, interview
with Malcolm X at Berkeley, California in 1963, |-
3 pm, JIB Auditorium, Houston Public Library-
Central, 500 McKinney.

with survival every day!”

till[Here (with Arthur Aviles and Rosalynde LeBlanc above) is a two-part, multi-media

work presented by the Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company. Choreographed by Bill

T. Jones, the work combines movement, music, dialogue, and video to portray the
impact of terminal illness on the individual: the personal struggle to celebrate life amid the
pain and fear of death. Describing his artistic intentions for the work, Jones, an openly gay,
HIV-positive African-American, wrote: “Loss is a friend that all of humanity gets to know well.
Whether the relationship is subtle like the loss of youth, or devastating like the death of a
friend, a loved one, or philosophical like the loss of innocence or love—the experience takes
one's breath away, sends the heart into a panic, the soul to reeling. But there's another kind
of loss, perhaps epidemic to this technological age more so than any other: the loss of self.
What does it mean to be told that your breast being cut off wasn't enough, the cancer has
spread, you're going to die? What does it mean to know that a virus that causes AIDS is in your
blood? I know. I kngw how one can be terrified of what might happen and at the same time
fascinated and amused. I know how it feels to be driven at times to the point of madness
because of the fear of not finishing one's work, while being at the same time utterly resigned
to disappointment. To be profoundly sad, and at the same time absurdly happy. Many other
people know what this loss is, what this dichotomy means. We're still here, and we struggle

PATTY & MARCIE, lesbian musicians formerly
Planet Earth Performers, 9:30 pm, Club Attitude,
2915 Main, 713/521-9960.

25 BLACKOUT '96, annual post-Mardi
Gras party benefiting AFH Stone Soup, the Hospice
at the Medical-Center, and the Michael Mosley
Foundation, 4 pm-midnight, Number's, 300 West-
heimer.

26 GAY & LESBIAN READERS
GROUP, will discuss Invisible Life by E. Lynn
Harris, 7 pm, Barnes & Noble Vanderbilt Square,
3003 West Holcombe, 7 13/349-0050.

LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS of Houston gen-
eral meeting, 7 pm, Sierra Grill, 4704 Montrose,
713/529-9100.- -

MINISTRY WITH SEXUAL MINORITY
YOUTH, workshop designed for ministers and
religious professionals, presented by Zion Lutheran
Church, 8:30 am-5 pm, Zion Lutheran Church,
3606 Beauchamp at Pecore, 713/869-1493.

27 NAMES PROJECT YOLUNTEER
MEETING, come learn more about the Washing-
ton, D.C. Quilt display in October, 7 pm, The
NAMES Project Houston, 2410 Woodhead, 713/
52-NAMES.

HIV/AIDS TREATMENT MIXER, open forum
for sharing information, 7-9 pm, 2700 Albany, Suite
205, 713/527-8219.

AIDS EQUITY LEAGUE, 12 noon, Charlie's
Restaurant, | 100 Westheimer, 713/871-0092.

LOVE, LUST, & INTIMACY, explores the op-
tions of safer sex and sensuality through discussion
and games, 7-9 pm, Metropolitan Multiservice Cen-
ter, 1475 W. Gray, 713/524-2374.

28 WOMEN'’S NETWORK for lesbian
and bisexual women, 7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling
Center, 701 Richmond, 713/529-0037.

29 DESSERT WINE TASTING, ben-
efiting local charities, with musical guest Gordon
Knot (Irish folk), 8-11 pm, Café Maison, 2089
Westheimer, 713/528-6750.

WESTHEIMERSPRING STREET FESTIVAL
POSTERS, competition for poster design, all en-
tries will be on exhibit Feb. 29-March 29, Hyde Park
Gallery, 711 Hyde Park, 713/526-2744,

SAFER SEX FOR LESBIANS, seminar spon-
sored by AIDS Foundation Houston and presented
by Nancy Ford, 9:30 pm, Plaza 9200, 9200 Buffalo
Speedway, 713/666-3464.

1\

DIVERSEWORKS 1996 GALA, fea-
turing performace artist Pat Oleszko, 7 pm-| am,
Innova, 20 Greenway Plaza, call 712/223-8346 for
reservations.

2-3 HOUSTON BOB MARLEY FES-
TIVAL, 12 noon, Velvet Park, Buffalo Speedway
between Southwest Freeway and Richmond.

3 PATTY LARKIN, singer, songwriter,
and acoustic guitarist, 7:30 pm, Heinen Theater,
3517 Austin at Holman, $15 in advance (available at
Inklings), $17 at the door, 713/521-3369.

PFLAG general meeting, 2 pm, St. Francis Episco-
pal Church, 345 Piney Point Road, PFLAG Houston
Helpline: 713/867-9020.

4 GREATER HOUSTON GAY &
LESBIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, gen-
eral business meeting for all members, 6:30 pm, call
713/523-7576 for meeting location.

5 HIV COMMUNITY CAUCUS, pub-
lic round-table discussion of HIV/AIDS concerns for
all affected individuals, 6:30-7:30 pm, 81 | Westhei-
mer, Suite 203.

PRIDE COMMITTEE OF HOUSTON, execu-
tive meeting, 6:30 pm, 2700 Albany, 529-6979.

6 VOICES OF HOPE: Pastoral Minis-
try and Spirituality for Gay and Lesbian Christians,
seminar sponsored by Catholic Parents Network, 9
am-4 pm, Dominican Sisters Meeting Room, 6501
Almeda, 301/927-8766 or 713/867-9020.

HOMEBUYER'S SEMINAR, 7:30 pm, Suzanne
Anderson Properties, 239 Westheimer, RSVP 713/
529-8484,

HOUSTON GAY & LESBIAN POLITICAL
CAUCUS, 7:30 pm, 2700 Albany, 3rd floor, 713/
521-1000.

MEN’'S NETWORK for gay and bisexual men,
topic: Understanding Your Reactivity by Patrick Vachon,
7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling Center, 70! Rich-
mond, 713/529-0037.

7 HOME SELLER'S SEMINAR, 7:30
pm, Suzanne Anderson Properties, 239 Westhei-
mer, RSVP 713/529-8484,

8 ASTRO RAINBOW ALLIANCE
FOR THE DEAF, general meeting, 7:30 pm,
Montrose Clinic, 215 Westheimer, 713/869-2287
via Texas Relay 1-800-735-2988.

I HOUSTON PROFESSIONAL
MEN'S ASSOCIATION, general meeting, $15,
7-9 pm, Bibas, 607 W. Gray, RSVP 713/520-9083.

12 GREATER HOUSTON GAY &
LESBIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, net-
working mixer, 6 pm, Crossroads Market, 1111
Westheimer, 713/942-0147.

HOUSTON GAY & LESBIAN PARENTS
Support Group, MCCR library, 1919 Decatur, 7-
8:30 pm, 713/980-7995.

THE NUTRITION DIFFERENCE, workshop
focusing on the impact of exercise and good nutri-
tional habits for people with HIV/AIDS, 7-9 pm,
Metropolitan Multiservice Center, 1475 W. Gray,
713/524-2374.

AIDS EQUITY LEAGUE, 12 noon, Charlie's
Restaurant, | 100 Westheimer, 713/871-0092.

13 THE MIND/BODY CONNEC-
TION explores wellness and the many alternatives
to Western medicine for the treatment of HIV
disease, 7 pm, Metropolitan Multiservice Center,
1475 W. Gray, 713/623-6796.

WOMEN'S NETWORK for lesbian and bisexual
women, 7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling Center, 701
Richmond, 713/529-0037.

14 SEX, TOYS, AND VIDEOTAPES,
relationship education workshop presented by AFH's
Bart Loeser, sponsored by Alternative Visions,
6:45-8:45 pm, Montrose Library, 4100 Montrose,
713/526-8223.

MARKETING SEMINAR, on how to market
your business, 7 pm, Suzanne Anderson Properties,
239 Westheimer, RSVP 713/529-8484,

MONTROSE ICE PICKS for lesbian/gay ice
skaters, 8-10 pm, Galleria Ice Rink, admission is
$4.75 plus $2 for skates, 713/629-1432.

BACK TO BASICS, panel discussion explains the
basic understanding of HIV medical approaches, lab
tests, and treatment information, 7-9 pm, Metro-
politan Multiservice Center, 1475 W. Gray, 713/
524-2374.

15 FROG TO PRINCE SEMINAR, on
buying a house and fixing it up, 7 pm, Suzanne
Anderson Properties, 239 Westheimer, RSVP 713/
529-8484.

LESBIANS IN BUSINESS, 6 pm, Innova Build-
ing, 20 Greenway Plaza, 713/529-0077.

16 PFLAG PEP RALLY, cheer on par-
ents and friends driving to Washington, D.C., to
lobby Congress for the Employment Non-Discrimi-
nation Act, 7-9:30 pm, Christ Church Cathedral,
1117 Texas, 713/528-6477.

NIGHT IN BLACK LEATHER, 9:30 pm, Ven-
ture-N, 2923 Main, 521-0911.

MORTGAGE COMPANY?®
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THE ACTORS WORKSHOP, 1009 Chartres,
713/236-1844. Through Feb. 24: An Act of the Imagi-
Nation,

A.D. PLAYERS, Grace Theater, 2710 W. Ala-
gama. 713/526-2721. Through March 17:

ALLEY THEATRE, 615 Texas Ave., 713/228-
8421. March 1-24: The Cryptogram.

THE COMPANY ONSTAGE, 536 Westbury
Square, 713/726-1219. Through March 2: Foxfire.

COUNTRY PLAYHOUSE, 12802 Queensbury,
713/467-4497. Through Feb. 24: Amadeus. March |-

30: Godspell.

ENSEMBLE THEATRE, 4212 Main, 713/520-
0063. Through March 10: Miss Dessa.

THE GRAND 1894 OPERA HOUSE, 2020
Postoffice, Galveston, 713/480-1894. Feb. 16: Gigi.
Feb. 25: Crazy For You.

HOUSTONBROADWAY SERIES, Jones Hall,
713/629-3700. April 2-7: Ain't Misbehavin' with The
Pointer Sisters.

HOUSTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE,
Heinen Theatre, 3717 Austin, 713/630-1138. Feb.
22-24: The African Company Presents Richard Ill.

HOUSTONSKYLINE THEATER, 1617 Fannin,
713/759-0701. Through Feb. 24: Toyer.

THE LITTLE ROOM DOWNSTAIRS, 1108
Peden, 713/523-0791. Through March 2: Gertrude
Stein, Gertrude Stein, Gertrude Stein.

MAIN STREET THEATRE, 2540 Times Blvd.,
713/524-6706. Through March 9: Pride and Prejudice.
Through Feb. 24: Face to Face.

NEWHEIGHTS THEATRE, 339W. 19th, 713/
869-8927. Feb. 21-March 3: My Left Breast. March 6-
17: The Search for Signs of Intelligent Life in the
Universe. March 20-31: Pretty Fire.

RADIO MUSIC THEATRE, 2623 Colquitt, 713/
522-7722. Through Feb. 3 1: Forever Hold Your Peace!

THEATRE SOUTHWEST, 3750 South
Gessner, 713/661-9505, Feb. 23-March 16: The
Rainmaker.

THEATRE UNDER THE STARS, Music Hall,
713/622-TUTS. Through Feb. 18: Carousel. March
7-24: The Music Man.

THE GRAND 1894 OPERA HOUSE, 2020
Postoffice, Galveston, 713/480-1894. March 23:
The Dance Consortium.

HOUSTON BALLET, Wortham Center, Texas
at Smith Streets, 713/227-ARTS or |-800-828-
ARTS. Feb. 22-March 3: Cruel Garden. March 7-17:
Romeo and Juliet.

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER, Kaplan The-
atre, 5601 S. Braeswood, 71 3/729-3200. March 16-
17: Tapestry Dance Company.

SOCIETY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS,
Wortham Center, Texas at Smith Streets, 713/227-
1111, Feb. 23-24: Still/Here by Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane
Dance Company. Feb. 27-March 3: STOMP. March
22: Les Ballets Africans.

Madio

AFTER HOURS: (Radio) Saturdays, midnight to 3
am, Featuring the QMZ (Queer Music Zone) with
Jimmy Caper. KPFT 90.1 FM.

LESBIAN & GAY VOICES: (Radio) Thursdays, 9-
11 pm. Features news, music, interviews, reviews, and
commentary, KPFT 90.1 FM.

GAY 90s: (TV) presented by Monticello Entertain-
ment. Other times are listed in local television guides
under Public Access Cable (PAC) channels. For more
information, call 713/949-3119.

OUT!INHOUSTON: (TV)presented by The Agora
on Public Access Cable (PAC). Showtimes are listed in
local television guides under PAC channels.

AIDS TALK HOUSTON: (TV) Public Access Cable
(PAC). Showtimes are listed in local television guides
under PAC channels.

LIFE. . . TODAY: (TV) Public Access Cable (PAC).
Showtimes are listed in local television guides under
PAC channels,

FEM TYV: Public Access Cable (PAC). Showtimes are
listed in local TV guides under PAC channels.

Ungoing

20 SOMETHING, a social group for adults, ages 20
to 29, addresses issues concerning bisexual, lesbian,
and gay individuals. For more information, contact Jeff
or Cindy at 713/315-6786.

AIDS ALLIANCE OF THE BAY AREA, support
group for those infected and affected, Tuesdays, 7-8:30
pm, 17511 El Camino Real, #159, 713/488-4492.

AIDS HOUSING COALITION HOUSTON runs
the nonprofit TLC House program, a 90-day, gay
positive, emergency house for PWAs in transition. For
more information about joining, call 713/521-1613.

AIDS MASSAGE PROJECT, sponsored by AIDS
Foundation Houston's Wellness Program, call Jeffery
at 713/768-4267 for an appointment.

ANTI-HOMOPHOBIA ALLIANCE, an organiza-
tion dedicated to ending the irrational fear and general
dislike of gay and lesbian people, harnesses support
from a cross-section of the gay and non-gay population
through the use of dialogue, educational workshops,
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and advertising, and by using effective activism based on
non-violence, intelligence, and common sense. For
more information, call 713/659-8181.

THE ART LEAGUE OF HOUSTON is offering
free art classes for people with HIV. The ongoing
course meets every Thursday and Friday from |-4 pm.
Among other media, the course offers lessons in
painting, printmaking, and ceramics ona rotating basis.
For information, call Patrick Palmer at 713/523-8817.

BINET (Bisexual Network of Houston), Wed., 7 pm,
MCCR Church, 1919 Decatur, 713/861-9149,

CAFE MAISON COFFEE ROASTERY, 2089
Westheimer, 713/528-6750, is the only gay-owned and
-operated coffee roastery in Houston. Live music every
Friday and Saturday nights. Thursday night is singles
night/movie night. Sunday is open mic night hosted by
Somewhere South,

CROSSROADS is a support group for gays and
lesbians who are currently in full-time church work,
have been in the past, or are pursuing their calling. It is
not exclusively for pastors, but is open to chaplains,
administrators, musicians or music-, youth- and educa-
tional-directors. Meets the third Saturday of each
month. Call 713/681-9082 for meeting date, time, and
place.

DELTA LAMBDA PHI is a Social Fraternity at the
University of Houston that does not discriminate on
the basis of sexual orientation. Interested members of
the University of Houston should contact 713/597-
2673 for more information.

DIGNITY HOUSTON, dedicated to the welfare of
gay and lesbian Catholics and their friends, meets
Saturdays at 7:30 pm, 1307 Yale, Suite H, 713/880-
2872

THEDIZINGER FOUNDATION offers free classes
inartand photography to HIV-positive individuals. The
foundation also gives grants to people for their com-
pleted works. 713/522-8660.

EMPOWERMENT FOR LIVING, a weekly HIV-
positive and negative support program and potluck
supper, Tuesdays, 6 pm, MCCR, 1919 Decatur. For
more information, call 713/861-9149.

EXXON ASSOCIATION OF GAY AND LES-
BIAN EMPLOYEES (EAGLE) meets monthly at
the Montrose Library to discuss workplace issues,
empowerment, social events, etc. For more informa-
tion, please call 713/916-8110 or 713/522-6212.

FIST (FEMALES IN SEARCH OF TROUBLE) is
asocial group of women who explore the S/M, B/D, and
fetish lifestyle. Monthly meetings and social events.
Write: P.O. Box 20127, Houston, TX 77255-0217 or
call 713/781-3567.

GAY AND LESBIAN HEALTH PROFESSION-
ALS meets monthly, providing socials, speakers, net-
working, and practitioner referral line, For information
or a referral, call 713/523-4700.

GAY & LESBIAN PARENTS SUPPORT GROUP
meets to discuss issues pertaining to today's gay fami-
lies. If you have children or plan to have children, our
support group can help with issues like coming out, ex-
spouse problems, step relationships, etc. Meets at
MCCR, 1919 Decatur, the second Tuesday of every
month from 7-8:30 pm, 713/980-7995.

GAY FATHERS of Houston isa support group of gay
men who meet every Monday, 8-9:30 pm at Grace
Lutheran Church, 2515 Waugh, to discuss problems
gay fathers share. For more information or directions,
call 713/861-6181.

GLOBAL (Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Alliance at the
University of Houston) is a social, political, and support
group for the university GLB population and its support-
ers. Everyone is welcome. The group meets weekly on
Wednesdays at 4 pm in the University Center. For more
information, call Richard Parent at 713/743-7690.

HEARTSONG WOMEN'S CHORUS rehearses
at 7 pm on Mondays on the third floor of the First
Unitarian Church, 5200 Fannin at Southmore. New and
former members welcome! Call 713/947-1488 for
information.

HELPING CROSS DRESSERS ANONYMOUS
(HCDA) meets 8 pm every Tuesday at 239 Westhei-
mer.

HIV SURVIVOR SUPPORT GROUP for anyone
whose life is touched by HIV. Meetings include a
relaxing meditation, information about community re-
sources, and occasional speakers. The group meets
Wednesdays from 7 to 9 pm at Unity Church of
Christianity, 2929 Unity Drive at Hilcroft. For further
information, please call 713/782-4050.

THE HOMELESS PET PLACEMENT LEAGUE
is a nonprofit animal welfare organization that rescues
and rehabilitates strayand abandoned catsand dogs. To
inquire about volunteering, foster care, or adopting,
call 713/862-PETS.

HOPE PROJECT (HIV, Outreach, Prevention, and
Education) provides HIV/AIDS information to the Afri-
can-American community. Board meetings are held
every second YWednesday of the month. Contact the
HOPE line at 713/741-2450 for more information,

HOUSTONAREA TEEN COALITION OF HO-
MOSEXUALS (HATCH) is open to gays and lesbi-
ans, age |15-21, meets Fridays from 7:30-10 pm and
Sundays from 6:30-9 pm, call 713/942-7002 for location
and information.

HOUSTON OUTDOOR GROUP isa social group
for gay men and lesbians who enjoy the outdoors.
Activities include camping, hiking, horseback riding,
canoeing, etc. Day trips, weekend trips (typically a two-
to four-hour drive from Houston) and extended trips
to places such as Wyoming, Canada, and the Cayman
Islands. Call 713/KAMP-OUT or write to P.O. Box
980893, Houston, TX 77098,

HOUSTON PRIDE BAND provides musical enter-
tainment for the lesbian and gay community. They are
seeking musicians of all skill levels and instrumentation,
Rehearsals are held at Dignity Houston, 1307 Yale on
Wednesdays from 7-9 pm. Contact Russell at 713/524-
0218 or e-mail HousTxBand @aol.com.

HOUSTON TENNIS CLUB, an affiliate member of
the Gay and Lesbian Tennis Association, welcomes
men and women of all ages and skill levels. They meet
Wednesdays and Fridays from 7:30-9 pm and Sundays
from 9 am-12 noon at Memorial Park Tennis Center.
To join, call Bobby Riggins at 713/868-5039.
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KOLBE PROJECT is an ecumenical outreach to gays,
and other sexual minorities modeled after the
ministry of St. Francis of Assisi. Potluck and community-
programs, first Thursdays, 7 pm; Healing Ser-
vice, second Thursdays, 7 pm; Spiritual Direction by
appointment; HIV/AIDS hospital chaplaincy. For infor-
Mation, call 713/522-8182.

LIVING IN PROCESS GROUPS: Ongoing mixed
group for men and women three Wednesday evenings
per month, Ongoing gay men's group three Thursday
evenings per month. Recovery, healing, and transforma-
tion are possible. Call Eric Mayo at Living in Process
Southwest for more information—7 |3/622-7250.

LONE STAR NUDIST GROUP for gay or bisexual
men who wish to share nude experiences together.
Singles and lovers welcome. Monthly meetings. Nude
social events, group, and out-of-town gather-
ings. Call 713/866-8847 for more information.

MEDITATION AND CHANTING GROUP meets
every Monday at 8 pm at 1214 Miramar (Graustark at
Castle Court). Call Alan at 713/528-7977 for info.

MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER offers
numerous counseling groups, including groups for men
and women living with HIV, people in recovery, lesbian
survivors of cancer, survivors of sexual abuse, people
living with chronic pain, lesbian survivors of domestic
violence, and many more. For more information, con-
tact (24 hrs.) 713/529-0037.

NEXT STEP isafree confidential program of informa-
tion and medical testing for persons who are HIV
positive. Provided by Montrose Clinic. Call 713/520-
2000 for schedule and to reg

OUTVYOTE, nonprofit organization dedicated to reg-
Istering, educating, and motivating our community to
vote, meets at 7 pm the third Wednesday of the month
at the Multservice Center, 1475 W. Gray. For more
information, call 713/520-VOTE or 713/522-9837.

PRIME TIMERS HOUSTON, promotes social ac-
tivities for the older gay and bisexual male. Some of the
activities they participate in are theater, dining out,
movies, pot luck dinners, card games, and weekend
daytrips. For more information, call 713/867-3903.

PROTECT (People Respecting Ourselves Through
Establishing Community and Trust), an HIV-negative
support group, provides a safe place to share experi-
ences, strengths, and hopes in an effort to remain HIV
negative, Tuesdays, 7-8:30 pm, Bering Church, 1440
Harold. For information, call Marty at 713/520-7870.

Q-PATROL is dedicated to the prevention of hate
crimes against gays and lesbians, patrols the bar areas
in Montrose, and are always looking for volunteers. If
you have at least one Friday or Saturday night per
month, please call 713/528-SAFE (7233).

RAINBOW RANGLERS, a gay country and west-
ern dance club, teaches beginning level dance every
Thursday at 8:30 pm and advanced level dance every
Wednesday at 7 pm at the Brazos River Bottom, 2400
Brazos. Dance classes are free and open to the public.
Call 713/880-0670 for information,

RICE GALA (Gay and Lesbian Alumni Association)
seeks gay and lesbian alumni of Rice University. Contact
Neal Tannahill at 713/526-67 |8 for more information,

SOUTHERN COUNTRY HOUSTON provides
country and western dance lessons, exhibitions, and
charity events to benefit service organizations. Fre
dance lessons are offered every Tuesday at The F

Plaza 9200, 9200 Buffalo Speedway. For more
write to P.O. Box 1502, Houston, TX 77252-150

SELF-HYPNOSIS FOR IMPROVING HEALTH
AND ATTITUDE, hypnotherapist T, C. LeNormand
of Behavioral Dynamics teaches self-hypnosis tech-
niques for stress reduction and desired behavioral
changes for a healthier, happier life, two consecutive
Thursdays. Call 713/789-0713 to register.

TEAMHOUSTON FOR THE GAMES, INC.isa
nonprofit organization to educate and informall people
about gayllesbian sports competitions and to encour-
age participation in the Gay Games and Cultural
Festival. The next Gay Games will take place in
Amsterdam, August | -8, 1998. For more information,
write to Team Houston, P.O. Box 66405, Houston, TX
77266-6405 or call 713/935-1060. :

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR TRANSEXUAL
SUPPORT (TATS) isa peer support group devoted
to serving the emotional, social, and educational needs
of transgendered persons, their partners, families, and
friends. For more information, call 713/827-5913 or
write to TATS, P.O. Box 142, Bellaire, TX 77401.

TEXAS GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION isa non-
profit organization, with chapters in Austin, Dallas,
Fort Worth, San Antonio, and Houston, thatpromotes
and stages anannual rodeo event as well as engaging in
fundraising activities throughout the year. For more
information on the Houston chapter, write to P.O. Box
130585, Houston, TX 77219 or call 713/777-1444.

GAY, LESBIAN & BISEXUAL VETERANS OF
AMERICA, Houston Chapter. Location and times of
meetings as announced. Write to GLBVA, P.O. Box 66706,
Houston, TX 77266-6706. Phone/Fax: 713/951-9925.

TEXAS HUMAN RIGHTS FOUNDATION, a
statewide, not-for-profit legal agency, advocates on
behalf of the lesbian, gay, and HIV community and
publishes the booklet AIDS and the Law: Know Your
Rights. If you feel you have been discriminated against
on the basis of sexual orientation or HIV status and
need legal advice or attorney referral, call their toll-
free number, 1-800-828-6417.

WOMEN’'S ACTION COALITION (WAC) is
an alliance of women committed to direct action on
Issues affecting the rights of all women, Wednesdays,
7 pm at Toopees. P.O. Box 131148, Houston, TX
77219-1 148, voice mail 7 13/867-9581.

Devotion

Lie Down With Dogs

Jeffrey A,

Priest

only the brave

The Incredibly True Adventure
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Cybill Shepherd

(At & Understanding, JanFeb/95, Nick Steele)

“| hope this doesn't sound superficial, but one of
the good things that has come out of the AIDS
epidemic is that | have had to look at alternatives
to sex that are safe. | had to look at phone sex
from a different standpoint. | have learned a lot
about myself and that has been very rewarding.
| also think that flying solo is a wonderful thing. |
highly recommend it!”

Anka @uno

(Details, 6/95, Anka)

“ became a man. Well, sort of. | enlisted the
assistance of Diane Torr, a cross-dressing per-
formance artist and...John Grant, a special-ef-
fects makeup artist whose job it was to metamor-
phose my friend Susan, myself, and three other
girls into virile he-men....

“After the shock of seeing ourselves as men wore
off, we all sat on the floor and made fake penises
outof tubularbandages and cotton ballsto achieve
that Marlboro man bulge. ‘Don’t make them too
big,’ Diane wamned as Susan and | began con-
structing thick ten-inchers. When we were done,
we were hung like a couple of Clydesdales...."
[After passing as men at a restaurant, we visited]
aplace mostwomen rarely patronize: alocal strip
bar....

“This is when one of the strippers came over to
our table and asked if anyone wanted a lap
dance. ‘I'll have one,’ | said, real macho, as she
led me over to the ‘adultery couches.’...

“She feltthe Ace bandages on my chest and said,

................O...........0........8.”....

™,

Sandra Bernhard (seen here in 1991's Hudson
Hawk): Is it big or small?

‘Nice pecs.’ ‘Yeah,’ | said, ‘'ve been working out.’
Then she put her hand on my prosthetic penis
and said real deadpan, ‘Wow, you're really
packin'.’ ‘It's pretty big,’ | bragged, ‘but it's a little
bumpy.’...

“As my second day as a man came to a close, |
went home and looked in the mirror once again.
| visualized what it would be like having sex with
the new me. | admired my masculine bulge and
fondled my cotton balls. | got turned on by the
man in the mirror. Then | did the most manly thing
a horny guy could do. | had sex with myself.”
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oles

Compiled by
Blase DiStefano

for her; she was on the show at least once amonth.

Judy Carne (i
(The Advocate, 4/24/90, David Andrusia)
Andrusia: In your act, you
talk about your relationship
with singer Lana Cantrell.
Carne: Oh, yes, that was so
wonderful. Lana wasn't beau-
tiful, but she was stunningly
handsome, and she attracted
men without ever trying at all.
Was that a problem?

It was in at least one case.
Johnny Carsonhadsuchathing
But despite his best-laid plans,

he could never get alone with her. Atone point, Lana, Johnny, Doc Severinsen, and

| had dinner. Then Lana and | went off together;
r. And Johnny never spoke to me after that.

You got quite a lot of flak for talking about gay

affairs in your book.

Oh, yes. Infact, | was thefirst female celebrity ever

to address bisexuality openly. Even a few years

ago, it was still taboo.

Rock Hudson

(Rock Hudson: His Story, 1986, by Hudson and Sara Davidson)
“| have given over a thousandinterviews...and I've
often wondered how an interviewer can come into
somebody’s home and ask all kinds of questions,
brazen questions, about his personal life.

“A favorite question among the fan magazines was
whether or not | slept in the nude. | couldn’t
understand who could give a damn about my
sleeping habits, butthere were the questions.... As
a matter of fact, | went through a great deal in

it was pretty obvious we were

Cybill Shepherd (seen here on
the set of 1989's Texasville): Is
it safe or unsafe?

learning to sleep in the nude. From my childhood, | remembered my mother saying,
‘Well, what if there's a fire?’ and | thought, right, indeed, what if there’s a fire—I'd

have to run out naked and people would see my

pee-pee.

“Then when | was twenty-one, | thought, hell, if there's a fire you can just wrap a
blanket around you, and I've slept in the nude ever since. But who in hell cares?”

Domnovan Leitch

(Part-time singer/modeV/actor-producer & son of popsstar, Donovan)
(Vanity Fair, 7/94, George Wayne)

Wayne: Of late, you seem to be turning

Eric Stoltz (pictured here in 1987’s
Some Kind of Wonderful): /s it a big
deal or a little deal?

into a male supermodel. | love you in the

Pepe Jeans campaign. Have you stripped
naked for Bruce Weber’s camera?
Leitch: Yeah, he stuck me in the bathtub with
one of his muscle boys and we shaved each
other. | didn't mind stripping for Bruce, but
now I'm getting really insecure. | never used
to think about how | looked....

You're insecure?!

Yeah, even though I'm in the middle of it, |
still feel like an outcast. Maybe I'm just a
drama queen.

Eric Stoltx

(Movieline, 12/84, Stephen Saban)

...[W]hat is the big deal with nudity? When |
see a love scene where the actors are stra-
tegically covered, | think, ‘There’s an actor
who's uncomfortable being nude and they
shouldn't have taken the role.’ It takes me out
of the story and | end up thinking about how
self-conscious the actor is.”

—L.....O...........

Joyce Rudolph

.................‘...........O..O..Q.O.......O..OO..O.......O......J

Morrissey (omery with The Smiths)

(Details, 4/94, William Shaw)

“..Morrissey’s art often drips with homoeroticism, from the
playful lewdness of the early ‘Handsome Devil' (‘A boy in the
bush/Is worthtwoin the hand/| think | can help you get through
your exams') to the use of ‘palare,’ the language of London's
rent boys, on both the title of the more recent album Bona Drag
and the track ‘Piccadilly Palare.’ Yet to the frustration of some
of his gay following, he has never declared any orientation at all.
Morrissey always publicly pronounced his celibacy. He insists
his songs simply express truncated, go-nowhere desires. No
one believes him, but the frequency with which he restates his
claim is interesting.

“Even before he became desirably famous, as a seventeen-
year-old he reportedly boasted in his diary: ‘ don’t have sex
much...| can almost count the number of times.’

“...| ask him if he might ever make an unambiguous statement
about his sexuality. ‘Well,’ he says blithely, ‘it can’t possibly be
believed, | know, but sex is actually never in my life. Therefore
| have no sexuality.’

“But it's in your songs.

“‘The desire for, the search for, yes, but the actual physical act
is never in my life.'

“*You must have had sex at some time in your life,’ | insist. ‘So
for the moment at least your sexuality becomes fixed.’

% ‘Urp,’ says Morrissey awkwardly, it has never become fixed in
my life." A long and rather solid silence fills the room.”

Jean=-Claude Yan Damme

(Movieline, 8/94, Stephen Rebello)

“[l]s his male member a match for his ego, let alone the rest of
his pumped-up physique?
‘I've gotanormal dick,” he
observes. ‘In America,
journalists ask more open
questions. In Europe,
they've gottoo many com-
plexestoask. InAsia, they
never ask about it. They
would just love to see it.” "

L

Re: Jean-Claude Van Damme
8/94 Movieline interview
(Movieline Letters, 11/94, Curtis
Freeman)

“Not all gay men specu-
late over the size of Jean-
Claude Van Damme's pe-
nis, becauseit's overshad-
owed by his arrogance. It
seems everything would
be small by comparison.”

Eric Lisbowitz

Jean-Claude Van Damme (pictured
here in 1995’s Sudden Death): Is it
normal or abnormal?

Sandra Bermhard

(The Advocate, 12/15/92, Lily Burana)

...In her interview with The Advocate, Madonna said you
have the biggest dick she's ever seen. Is that purely
theoretical?

That's kind of her in a nutshell, you know what | mean? She
never saw my dick. She wasn't interested in my dick, so | don't
think that's really for her to say.

But size queens everywhere want to know, Sandra. How
big is it?

Actually, it's small. And tight, if you want to talk in literal or,
rather, clitoral terms.
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AIDS Housing
Coalition

1996 Spring
Rummage-A-
Rama

Sets Yard Sale

The AIDS Housing Coalition Houston (AHCH)
needs your used but intact donations ahead of time
to make their annual rummage sale a hit. Scheduled
forMarch 2, 1996, 8 am-3 pm at | |7 Tuam, the sale
will feature used lamps, tables, chests of drawers,
chairs, headboards, antiques, sewing machines,
kitchen appliances, office equipment, air units, fans,
heaters, electronics, exercise equipment, children’s

+ toys, and casual clothing items.

To make your tax-deductible donation or for
more information, call Matt Locklin at 713/521-
1613.

Houston Area Women’s
Center Offers Domestic

Violence Counseling

The Houston Area Women's Center offers
free individual counseling and support services for
lesbian and bisexual survivors of domestic violence.

Battered lesbians/bisexual women must over-
come the obstacles that all battered women must
face, including fear for their lives and their children’s
lives, lack of resources, isolation, self-blame, and
denial. Additionally, if battered lesbians report the
assault, they often face the problem of being "outed"
to police officers, the District Attomey's office, the
local women's center, and often their own families.
There is now help available for lesbians/bisexual
women who are confronting these issues.

The Women's Center offers free individual
counseling, support services, and shelter to all women
and children who have been battered or sexually
assaulted, To schedule an appointment, call 713/
528-2121.

Democratic National
Committee Hosts Lesbian
and Gay Strategy Meeting

In preparation for the November ‘96 elections,
Democratic National Committee National Chair-
man Don Fowler has invited lesbian and gay Demo-
cratic organization leaders throughout the United
States to participate in a pre-election strategy meet-
ing February 16-18, 1996, in Washington D.C.

“This election is exceptionally crucial for this
country and the Democratic Party. Extremists will
stop at nothing to build on their majorities in Con-
gress and impose their far-right agenda on the
American people.” Fowler went on to note that the
Democratic Party has fought for a more inclusive
society which affords equal opportunity to all regard-
less of race, gender, or sexual orientation,

Lesbian and gay Democratic organizations will
be briefed on the re-election outlook, AIDS funding,
voter registration, and the religious right. For more
information, contact Brian Boyd or Carla Darby at
202/863-8056 or 202/488-5143.

Bering Foundation
Announces

Plans for Donated House
Bering Community Service Foundation was
recently named beneficiary of the home of Edwin
Leslie Pierson (Les) at 140! California. As an avid
supporter of Bering's programs, Les arranged for
Bering to receive his home and a portion of his estate
as a gift at the time of his death.
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The house is a gift in memory
of Les' mother, Nettie Roberts
Pierson. Title to the house was trans-
ferred from Les’ estate to Bering in
November, and a forrmal dedication
ceremony was held in December.

Bering is now looking for fur-
niture for its new house. Dona-
tions of fumiture are requested to
defray the cost of setting up the house, including
conference/dining table and 8- 10 chairs, sofa, pair of
lounge chairs, three office desks, file cabinets, and
office chairs. Please call Sue Murchison or Stacie
Cokinos at 713/529-6071 for more information or
to donate items.

Astraea Comes to Houston

The Astraea National Lesbian Action Founda-
tion is expanding its influence to Houston with its
premiere event in the area, dubbed An Evening of
Cocktails and Culture. The celebration will introduce
the local and surrounding lesbian community to the
organization, and spread the word about Astraea’s
grant-making programs that benefit thousands of
lesbians nationally.

Founded in 1977, the Astraea Foundation is
the oldest and largest multiracial, multicultural social
change foundation supporting lesbians nationwide,
Their purpose isto raise money and make grants to
organizations, individuals, and projects that promote
the social, political, educational, and cultural well-
being of lesbians and all women and girls. Since 1990,
they've given away more than $! million.

An Evening of Cocktails and Culture is scheduled
for Friday, February 23, 1996, 7 pm, at the home of
Candy Anderson and Guy Yount. The host commit-
tee includes Suzanne Anderson, Dr. Jackie Doval,
Pat Gandy and Eleanor Hanley, Sue Lovell, Kathy
Hubbard and Annise Parker, the Sister of Houston
and Donald Skipwith. Entertainment will be pro-
vided by poet/performance artist Niobe. For reser-
vations, call Jane Hutto at 713/869-9238. Suggested
donation: $35, $60, $100 or $250.

For information on Astraea, call 212/529-
8021;fax 212/982-332|; e-mail Anlaf@aol.com; Web
Site: http//www.imageinc.com/astraea/

Medical Services Division
of Montrose Clinic Sees

Increase in Clients in ’95

Expanded services and hours of operation and
a new facility offered more Houstonians access to
needed medical services at the Montrose Clinic in
1995. Last year, over 2,500 client visits for HIV,
sexually transmitted diseases, and related medical
services were provided by the clinic, compared to
8,191 such visits in 1994, announced Eileen Hegar,
clinic president.

“The good part of the increases in people
testing and seeking services is that we are now able
to offer intervention to people who would not have
known their status otherwise," Hegar added.

Hours of operation are as follows. All services
are scheduled by appointment:

* HIV TESTING: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday,
5-8 pm; Tuesday and Thursday, |-5 pm.

* STD TESTING: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, | |
am-8 pm; Tuesday and Thursday, 9 am-6 pm.

» FROST EYE CLINIC: Monday and Thursday, 9
am-5 pm.

« CMV RETINITIS SCREENING: Every other
Wednesday, by appointment only.

» HIV DERMATOLOGY SCREENING: Tuesday,
-5 pm.

+ OB/GYN SERVICES: Wednesday, 5-8 pm

~ » NUTRITION CLINIC: Thursday, 9 am-12 pm

(call 713/285-1293 for scheduling).
» HEARING SCREENING: First Monday of each
month.

For more information, call the Montrose
Clinic at 713/520-2000.

Log Cabineers Expand

to San Antonio

In mid-January, more than 40 people at-
tended the first organizational meeting for the new
San Antonio chapter of the Log Cabin Republi-
cans, a group dedicated to changing the Republi-
can Party's hostility toward gays and lesbians. At
the meeting, Dale Carpenter, state Log Cabin
president, outlined the basic functions of Log
Cabin, which includes supporting gay-friendly Re-
publicans for public office.

Residents who attended expressed relief
that the city would finally have an organization that
reflected their political views. A second meeting to
elect officers and adopt bylaws is scheduled for
Saturday, February 24. For more information, call
Log Cabin Republicans of Texas at 512/467-9797.

Gay Men’s Chorus of

Houston Seeks Members

All you need to join is to love music, love
singing, and the ability to come up with $10 each
month for dues. That's the critenia for joining the
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston, according to Bill
Elwood, GMCH vice president and membership
chairman, You don't have to audition, or even be
gay, but the latter helps, tease their recruitment
slogans. However, you do have to be aman, which
is sometimes easier said than done.

For more information, call 713/521-SING.

PFLAG Converges

on Washington

Last July, several members of the Houston
Chapter of Parents, Family and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays (PFLAG) began coordinating a week-
long, cross-country bus trip starting Saturday, March
| 6. The 55-seat bus will roll across seven states,
picking up families bound for Washington to meet
in support of the Employment Non-Discrimina-
tion Act (ENDA), a federal bill aimed at protecting
gay and lesbian people from being fired from most
jobs, based on their orientation. En route they will
deliver PFLAG's message to large urban areas and
small towns at community meetings, press confer-
ences, and church luncheons.

“We want to make the workplace safe for
our children,” explained event coordinator Gail
Rickey. “Surely, people across the country who
have children of their own would understand the
unfaimess. We can tell them stories of gay people
being fired and they'll say, ‘Well, why don't they
sue?’ There is no protection, and we can start a
dialogue about that.”

With the support of the Human Rights Cam-
paign, PFLAG plans for Washington include a
media brunch in the congressional building, lobby-

ing representatives, and a candlelight vigil on the
steps of the capitol.

For more information, call Kyle Young at 713/
871-1272 or Donna Pinnick at 713/630-1114.

Texas Lesbian Conference

Comes to Dallas

With the theme Telling and Tracing our Past,
Living and Loving our Present, and Charting and Chal-
lenging our Future, the Texas Lesbian Conference is
scheduled for May 3-5 at the Dallas Grand Hotel.
The annual conference offers a wide diversity of
workshops addressing health, relationships, spiritu-
ality, leadership, culture, sexuality, skills building,
politics, and much more.

For more information on exhibitor and ven-
dor space, call Beth Hotchko at 214/520-8108. To
register, call Naomi Madrid at 214/520-8108.

Kolbe House Presents
‘Movietime Friday Night’

A year-long film festival, consisting of themes
addressing issues of the sexual-minorities commu-
nity, has begun the third Friday of each month at
Kolbe House, | 509 Fairview. Movietime Friday Night
features a popular video, discussion of the film,
snacks, and conversation. The festival was con-
ceived as “...a place to go and a thing to do in a
relaxed drug- and alcohol-free environment.” Vid-
eos are provided by Lobo Book Store and Cactus
Video. For more information, call Chuck Perroncel
at 713/522-8182.

Texas Lesbian/Gay
Journalists Hold

Conference

Navigating the '?0s is the theme for a confer-
ence presented by the Texas Chapter of the Na-
tional Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association, set
for March 23, 1996. To be held at the University of
Houston's Hilton Hotel and Conference Center,
the day-long conference addresses the issues of
how best to “navigate the '90s" as a lesbian or gay
journalist, as well as offering tools for the future.

Provocative writer and Chicago Tnbune col-
umnist Achy Obejas is the moming keynote speaker.
Roman  Catholic priest and best-selling author of
What the Bible Really Says About Homosexuality
Daniel Helminiak gives the keynote speech for the
luncheon, hosted by comedian and OutSmart maga-
zine columnist Nancy Ford .

The conference begins Friday evening, March
22, with a reception. Registration ranges from $20 to
$55, and is open to non-members of the association.
For more information and registration, call 713/220:
6025 or 1-800-735-3800, ext. 6025.

Bunnies Bounce Back to the

Bayou, Seek Beneficiaries
The wildly popular spring fundraiser, now known
as Bunnies on the Bayou, seeks nominations of
501(c)3 charities to be the recipients of its generosity.
This year's lavish outdoor party, attended annually by
over 2,000 people, will be held Sunday, April 7, 1996.
Worthy organizations in need of funds should send
background information, current status, and mission
statement to Bunnies on the Bayou, P.O. Box 66832,

Houston, TX 77266. Deadline is March |, 1996.

You Deserve

v RELIEF!

v Swedish

v Deep Tissue

v Therapeutic

Cookie Davenport
(Alice M.)
Registered Massage Therapist

Proudly Serving the Lesbian Community
Mention this ad for new client discount

Call 713/869-1686

HEALING FOR WOMEN

Arlyne Gimble

LMSW, ACSW, ACP

* Individuals, Couples, and Family
Therapy

Emotional Release Work
Family of Origin / Gender Issues
Bereavement Therapy

5959 West Loop South = Suite 210 = Bellaire, TX 77401

(713) 666-0433
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NIGHT IN

BLACK LEATHER II

A Don Gill Production
Benefiting
The Lady Victoria Lust PWA Holiday Fund,
In Memory of Gary Batcheller

Saturday, March 16 * 9:30PM

Special Guests
Mr. International Drummer, David Walker
Mr. International Fantasy, J.D. Buchert
Mr. Gulf Coast Drummer, John Benavides

Co-Emcee Larry Arbo
Entertainment Directors
Regina Dane & Don Dowden

Special Appearances by
Christopher Graham, Don Woods,
Shelby St. John, Andrew Flores,
Houston City Limits, Oscar Paredes, Jan Lee,
Mark Frazier, Tom Steele, and
The Imperial Court of The Single Star
with David Haynes
Signing for the Hearing Impaired
plus A Fashion Show from Leather by Boots
and Lots of Raffle Prizes!

2923 Main St.
713/522-0000

Log Cabin
Republicans
Reveal Radical

e Log Cabin Republicans of Texas revealed today that
members of the radical religious right in both major political

parties plan to use the upcoming March 12 Texas primary to
advance an extreme anti-gay agenda. The agenda will be unveiled
the night of the March primary in the form of at least ten resolutions
to be approved by participants at party precinct conventions. Ac-
cordingto sources familiar with the radical religious right movement
in Texas, the precinct convention resolutions will then be submitted
for approval as part of each party’s state platform. Although the
resolutions will be introduced at both Democrat and Republican
precinct conventions, religious right forces are much stronger in and
expect more success in the Republican Party.

Of the ten proposed resolutions, one deals directly with homo-
sexuality. It states in full: ,

Whereas, the (Republican or Democrat) Party of Texas
believes that the practice of sodomy leads to the breakdown of
the family unit and the spread of the deadly disease Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS),

The (Republican or Democrat) Party of Texas calls upon
federal, state, and local governments to enforce all laws with
respect to homosexual conduct. We demand that state public
health authorities regularly inspect health clinics, adult book-
stores, bath houses, and restaurants for the presence of commu-
nicable diseases. We oppose the teaching of educational materi-
als on AIDS and in the public schools that homosexuality is the
equivalent with beterosexual expression and oppose any “cel-
ebrations of diversity” glorifying homosexuality. We believe
homosexuality should be presented as unbealthy and illegal. We
further demand that no person should receive special legal
entitlements and/or privileges based on sexual preference (ho-
mosexuality, pedophilia, necrophilia, bestiality, or incest), in-
cluding marriage between persons of the same sex or custody,
adoption of children, spousal benefits for insurance or employ-
ment purposes or enbancement of criminal penalties, including
so-called “hate crimes.”

Be it resolved that a copy of this resolution be sent to the
(Republican or Democrat) Senatorial/District Convention Reso-
lutions Chairman from the __ Precinct of the (Republican or
Democrat) Party with the recommendation that it be passed and
sent to the State Convention of the (Republican or Democrat)
Party of Texas.

The proposed resolution expands upon anti-gay language al-
ready present in the Republican Party’s state platform. The pro-
posed resolution hits on all the favorite targets of the religious right’s
campaign against gays: “special” rights, gay marriage, adoption and
custody of children by gay couples, domestic partners benefits, and
hate crimes legislation which was recently narrowly defeated in the
Texas House of Representatives. Further, it puts gays on a par with
necrophiliacs, pedophiles, and others. The resolution could also be
used to support legislation that would deny HIV-positive people,
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whether gay or straight, access to public accommodations like health
clinics and restaurants.

“It is clear that the so-called religious conservatives in the
Republican Party plan once again to press an extreme anti-gay
agenda at the upcoming precinct conventions and, later, at the state
convention,” said Log Cabin State President Dale Carpenter. “They
have evidently learned nothing from the fiasco of the 1992 Republi-
can National Convention after which the party was identified with an

intolerant and extreme social

“It is clear that the ai;endatha]t1 cos‘fi gcgub'lli_}c]ansd:e
e election,” he added. “The state

so-called rengl‘ﬂﬂs party could greatly expand its
conservatives in the base, and pcrhapfs beconcda trulc
i majority party, if it would wel-
Hepubllca_n Party plan come moderate and conservative
once again to press an gays—as leaders in the national
1= party have done,” he suggested.

siime e -gav age.n tia Log Cabin emphasizes that
at the upcoming precinct participation in the political pro-
conventions and, Iatal; cess is the onlfj way to dcfcal:i tl;c
. extreme agenda represented by

at the state convention,” the proposed anti-gay resolution.
said I.og Cahin State The group urges mainstream and
President Dale Carpente: moderate members of both par-

ties, and especially Republicans,
to vote in the primary election
and then to attend their precinct conventions. Precinct conventions
for both parties take place at 7 pm on the night of the primary at each
precinct’s polling site. All voters in the primary are entitled to vote at
those conventions, which last anywhere from a few minutes to more
than an hour. Typically, only a handful of voters show up at precinct
conventions, enabling a fewdedicated people to control the outcome
of votes on resolutions.

Other resolutions drafted by elements of the religious right for
approval at March 12 precinct conventions deal with opposition to
the Goals 2000 education reform, the recognition of Jerusalem as
Israel’s capitol, the abolition of abortion, opposition to United States
participation in the United Nations, and the abolition of no-fault
divorce.

For more information about how to participate in defeating anti-gay
initiatives in your precinet, call the Log Cabin Republicans of Texas at 512/
467-9797. Copies of the ten proposed resolutions are available upon

BILL T JONES/ARNIE ZANE | DANGE | COMPANY

STILL/HERE is stunning, emotionally powerful dance theatre.
It combines movement, original music, spoken words and
video to illustrate the struggle we all face to celebrate life in the
face of the ultimate personal challenge.

Friday & Saturday February 23 & 24, 1996
8:00 pm WORTHAM CENTER
XS,

713-227-ARTS
BLOCKBUSTER MUSIC » FIESTA + FOLEY'S » RANDALLS
Continental =N KUHFS88.7FM
Airlines N TSI LA RAE VUL

Custom
Valet
Cleaners

JHeirlooming
Clothing Restoration
Expert Alterations
Hand-Finished Shirts
JLeather & Suede Specialists

request.

1900 S. Shepherd at San Feljpe
529-3366

Proudly serving the community

Relieve §‘§ress and Sore Muscles
Improve Athletic Ability

Enbance Physical and Emotional Well-Being

ntroductory
1'/, Hour Session...*50

Session includes complimentary Aromatherapy.

Norman Sanford

ASSAGE THERAPIST

distered and Nationally Certified
éhepherd * Houston, TX 77019
713/935-2122
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From Gaynet Wire Service

Federal Court Topples
Anti-Gay Law in Alabama

MONTGOMERY, Ala — US. District Court
Judge Myron Thompson has declared a 1992 state
law prohibiting state agencies from using public funds
in direct or indirect support of gay and lesbian
organizations as unconstitutional. The law was quickly
passed by the state legislature and signed into law
after officials at Auburn University gave recognition to
a gay student group on the campus. Lawmakers had

argued that because sodomy is illegal in Alabama, no *

state funds should be used to support the “gay
lifestyle." Judge Thompson, however, ruled that the
law was simply an attempt to restrict discussion at
public schools, an illegal restriction of free speech.

Nebraska Legislator Wants

to Legalize Gay Marriages

LINCOLN, Neb. — With the prospect that
courts in Hawaii will soon declare same-sex marriages
legal, it hasn't been too surprising to most observers
that conservative legislators and politicians in Utah,
South Dakota, Washington state, South Carolina,
Oregon, Florida, California, Virginia, and New Mexico
have made barring gay and lesbian matrimony a
priority. One shining and surprising exception to all
this “stop-the-wedding” frenzy has come from
America’s heartiand, in Nebraska, where state Sen.
Emie Chambers of Omaha has introduced a measure
that would amend Nebraska law allowing gays and
lesbians to legally marry in the Comhusker State.
Chambers acknowledges that his proposal, LB| 260,
probably won't win approval on its first pass through
the state legislature, but he says he's determined and
won't give up. “This is an issue related to civil rights
and civil fiberties that can't be dodged by political
bodies,” he says. “It has an impact on so many
people.”

Forbes’ Gay Views

Become a Political Issue

DES MOINES, lowa — Demonstrating once
again, for better or for worse, that gay rights can no
longerbe separated from national politics, Republican
presidential hopefuls have increasingly tried to derail
the unexpectedly surging candidacy of multi-million-
aire Steve Forbes by portraying him as “pro-gay.” In
lowa earfier in January, state campaign officials who
were supporting Sen. Phil Gramm's presidential bid,
told reporters that Forbes supports allowing gays and
lesbiansto serve in the U.S. military under the current
“Don't ask, don't tell" compromise policy. More
recently, Forbes was asked if he was in favor of
allowing same-sex marriages. Although clearly un-
comfortable with the question, Forbes responded,
though not with great clarity, that “Compassion is not
approval. There should be special rights for none,
equal rights for all.”

PIERRE, §.D. —Sparked by the like-
lihood that state courts in Hawaii will soon
declare same-sex marriage legal, a rapidly
growing number of state legislatures
throughout the country have started a rush
to outlaw gay and lesbian marriages from
being recognized locally, even if they
should be legal elsewhere in the U.S. Leg-
islatures in at least nine states—Alaska,
California, Idaho, Iowa, New Mexico,
South Carolina, South Dakota, Virginia
and Washington—had various versions of
“gay miscegenation” proposals before
them at the end of January. A ban on
recognizing same-sex marriages has been
introduced and is currently sitting in com-
mittee in the Alaska legislature. The Cali-
fornia Assembly, the state legislature’s
lower chamber that is now controlled by
Republicans, approved a similar anti-mar-
riage bill by a 41-31 vote. The measure
may face more opposition in the state
Senate where Democrats still retain a slim
majority. The Idaho legislature also just
received a proposal that would block rec-
ognition of same-sex marriages performed
in any other state, In Iowa at the end of

January, three anti-gay measures were in-
troduced simultaneously, including one
prohibiting recognition of same-sex mar-
riages in the state. Lawmakers in New
Mexico took things a step farther and the
state Senate has received a resolution to

Anti-Marriage Bills
Explode Around America

amend the state’s constitution to “pro-
hibit the solemnizing of same-sex mar-
riages and to require that all same-sex
marriages recognized as valid in another
state be considered invalid in this state.” If
approved, the proposed amendment would
require approval of the state’s voters. In
South Dakota, legislators were able to force
a vote on an anti-marriage bill that had
failed to get out of committee earlier by
attaching it to a tax measure. The bill
passed the state House of Representatives
by a 49-18 vote in late January. A similar
measure passed the state House last year
as well, but later died in the state Senate.
Also in late January, the South Carolina
legislature received ameasure—sponsored
by the House Speaker, and therefore likely
to pass there easily—to bar any recogni-
tion in the state of gay and lesbian mar-
riages performedin otherstates. The House
of Delegates in Virginia, where same-sex
marriages are already forbidden by state
law, hasalso received a measure that would
bar recognition in the state of such mar-
riages performed elsewhere. A Washing-
ton state legislative committee approved
by a 12-5 vote a measure that would both
explicitly prohibit same-sex marriages in
the state as well as deny recognition to
such marriages even if legal elsewhere,
The measure, if approved by the full House,
is not expected to survive the state Senate,

Missouri Considers

Medical Pot Measure

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.— The Missouri legislature
is considering legislation that would make possession
of small amounts of marijuana for medical purposes
legal in the state. The proposed measure would limit
the amount that could be possessed to less than 70
grams and would require anyone possessing the drug
to have aphysician's certificate that the patient “needs
marijuana as part of a therapeutic regimen." Marijuana
advocates claim the drug can help people with severe
diseases, like cancer and AIDS, overcome the side
effects of some medications as well as stimulate
appetite.

Tennessee Sodomy Law

Ruled Unconstitutional

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — The Tennessee Court of
Appeals has ruled unanimously that the state's anti-
gay sodomy statute is unconstitutional. In overtuming
the state law, the court ruled that the right to privacy
includes “the right of the plaintiffs to engage in
consensual, private, non-commercial sexual conduct”
that were noné of the state's business because they
involve “intimate questions of personal and family
concern.” State officials gave no immediate indication
of whether they would appeal the ruling to the state
Supreme Court or not, but most rights advocates
expect an appeal.
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Gay Brit to Portray
Oscar Wilde in Film

LONDON — Openly gay British comic actor
Stephen Fry, perhaps best known to American audi-
ences forhis portrayal of the erudite and condescend-
ing butler in the PBS presentation of Wooster and
Jeeves, says his next major role will, appropriately
enough, be starring in a film bio-pic of |9th-century
playwright, wit, and bon vivant Oscar Wilde. Wilde
was imprisoned for two years in 1895 for violating
English sodomy statutes. Fry declined to discuss de-
tails of the project further.

San Francisco Police:
A ‘Commanding’ Lesbian

SAN FRANCISCO — Aspartof sweeping changes
instituted by newly elected Mayor Willie Brown in San
Francisco, Melinda Pengel has become perhaps the
highest ranking openly gay police officer in any major
US. police force. Pengel, who was in the first class of
women cadets to join the city's police department in
1975 and in 1994 became one of the department’s
highest ranking women officers, has now been made
a commander on the force of some 2,000 officers. A
commander ranks in the city’s police department only
below the police chief and deputy chiefs. Among her
new duties, Pengel will oversee the department’s
policing efforts on the city's trouble-plagued public
transportation system.

Two Stations Refuse to Air

‘Friends’ Wedding Show

NEW YORK — Despite the *celebrity” appear-
ance of House Speaker Newt Gingrich's lesbian half-
sister Candace, two local NBC affiliates blocked airing
of the episode of the popular show Friends because it
featured a lesbian wedding. KJAC-TV in Port Arthur,
Texas, and WLIO-TV in Lima, Ohio, refused to airthe
episode, complaining that the lesbian wedding wasn't
up to their local community standards. In a press
release announcing the cancellation of the program,
Ron Kelly of KIAC-TV said, “We do not believe the
episode of Friends meets prevailing standards of good
taste in our community.” Station officials at WLIO-TV
gave no reason for canceling the episode.

‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’

Hearing Begins

SEATTLE — The attomneys representing Navy Lt.
Richard Watson calied the military’s “Don't ask, don't
tell” policy on gays and lesbians in the armed forces
“the height of hypocrisy," arguing in federal court that
it was an unconstitutional invasion of privacy. Watson,
a 34-year-old officer who was training to eventually
captain one of the Navy’s nuclear-powered subma-
rines, has said he told his commanding officer he is gay
to avoid the possibility of being blackmailed as his
naval career advanced. He continues to serve in the
Navy while his case, one of several like it, is in the
federal courts.

Hawaii High Court
Refuses Mormon Appeal
on Marriage

HONOLULU — Hawai's state Supreme Court
has ruled that the Mormon church cannot be a party

to the complex legal case involving gay and lesbian
marriages. Attorneys for the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-Day Saints in the state had asked the state high

court to allow them to join with the state's legal
officers in opposing same-sex marriage in the case

because, the attomeys said, Hawail officials couldn't
satisfactorily represent their interests. The church's
attomeys told the court that if same-sex marriages
become legal in Hawaii, the church could lose its
license to perform any marriages in the state because
Mormon ministers would refuse to perform same-
sex marriages. The state Supreme Court, however,
summarily rejected the Mormons' argument. saying
that state mamiage laws have never required any
minister or church to perform any marriage cer-
emony that doesn't conform to their customs.

Hawaii Lawmakers Table

Partners/Marriage Bills

HONOLULU — Faced with what may well be
one of the most contentious issues in the struggle for
gay rights so far in the US,, the judiciary committee of
the Hawaii House of Representatives has effectively
closed the door on any legislative efforts this session
to deal with the status of gay and lesbian relationships.
The committee rejected three different measures:
one that would set up a domestic partnership regis-
tration, another that would legalize same-sex mar-
niages in the state, and a third propesal that would
have extended the legal definition of marmiage. Rep.
Terrance Tom, who chairs the judiciary committee,
was critical of a state commission’s recommendations
last year endorsing same-sex marriages, insisting that
there had not been enough public debate on the
issue. Hawaii state courts, many believe, may this year

rule that the state Constitution's equal rights protec-
tions prohibit Hawaii from refusing to grant £ays and
lesbians marmiage licenses the same as it does for
opposite-sex couples. L

South Dakota Lawmakers
Reject Anti-Marriage

Measure

PIERRE, S.D. — A committee of the South Dakota
legislature has rejected by an 8-5 vote a bill that would
have effectively barred same-sex marriages in the state
by defining marriage legally as a contract between a
male and a female. The measure’s sponsor, Rep. Roger
Hunt (R-Brandon), argued that because of the possi-
bility that Hawaii courts may soon legalize gay and
lesbian marmiages, South Dakota should spell out who
legally can be considered married in the state. Hunt
introduced a similar bill in the legislature last year,
which was approved by the lower chamber but died
in the state Senate, Keith Elston of the ACLU in South
Dakota, which worked with gay nights activists to fight
the proposed measure, said, “Lawmakers are realizing
that anti-gay legislation is bad for our economy, bad for
the state's image, and bad for all citizens, not just gay,
lesbian, and bisexual people.” Hunt, however, indi-
cated that despite the committee vote, he may still try
to convince the state House of Representatives to
vote on the bill.

California Legislators OK

Ban on Same-Sex Marriages

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — To the surprise of few,
Republicans now in control of the Califomia state
Assembly have given initial approval in committee to
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ameasure that, if it becomes law, would bar the state
from recognizing same-sex marriages. The Assembly's
Judiciary committee quickly approved the bill, put
forward by Assemblyman Pete Knight (R-Paimdale),
along an 8-to-4 party-line vote. Knight said he intro-
duced the legisfation in anticipation that Hawail will
soon become the first state in the U.S. to recognize
g2y and lesbian marriages. Califomia law already
specifically defines marriage as a legal contract be-
tween a male and a female, effectively prohibiting
same-sex marmiages in the state. If approved by the full
Assembly, where the bill now will go, the measure
would have to be passed by the state Senate, where
Democrats still hold a narrow margin, as well as be
signed into law by Gov. Pete Wilson.

Mixed Ruling in

Canadian Customs Case

VANCOUVER — The British Columbia Supreme
Court has handed down a mixed ruling in the case of
the Little Sister’s Book Store, a gay and lesbian shop
that had charged Canadian customs officials with
unconstitutional censorship. The provincial high court
declared that customs officials had in fact used their
power to seize published matenals coming into the
country in ways that violated the nation's Charter of
Rights and Freedoms. Customs officials have seized,

and sometimes destroyed, hundreds of gay and
lesbian books and magazines ordered by Little Sister’s,
mainly from U.S. publishers, claiming the materials
violated Canadian pomography laws. The court
ruled that the customs actions "in large part ... are the
arbitrary and improper consequence of an inad-
equate and flawed administration of the legislation."
It also ruled that the incidents involving Little Sister’s
were isolated episodes but constituted a “grave
systemic problem.” The most disappointing part of
the court ruling, said Janine Fuller of Little Sister’s, was
the justices' failure to declare the statute that gives
customs officials the authority to seize materials as
unconstitutional, Fuller called the failure of the court
to overturn the customs legislation “disappointing”
and said the store would be appealing that part of the
ruling, but that she was otherwise pleased with the
rest of the high court's ruling. “This decision is a
complete vindication of the gay and lesbian commu-
nity and the lives of its people, and for that we
celebrate the decision,” she said. “It has been a long,
hard climb. We haven't quite reached the summit,
but we're damn close, We are confident that we will
succeed at the Court of Appeal.”

Virginia Excludes Gay

Couples From Home Loans
RICHMOND, Va. — Under pressure from Gov.
George F. Allen, the Virginia Housing Development
Authority (VHDA) has reversed a 1994 policy and
now effectively prohibits unmarried or gay and les-

bian couples from getting home loans through the
state housing agency itself. The new definition of a
household adopted by the VHDA states that a
“single-family loan can be made to more than one
person only if all such persons..are related by blood,
marriage, or adoption, or by legal custodial relation-
ship.” Albert Eisenberg, one of the VHDA commis-
sioners, disagreed loudly with the change. "It is
bigoted nonsense elevated to formal state policy,”
Eisenberg said of the new policy, which he said may
lead to expensive legal court challenges as well as
possible trouble with federal housing agencies that
underwrite most of the loans the Virginia agency
makes. Most of the state's real estate organizations
opposed the new definition, as did gay rights groups
and the ACLU, which said the change would "inspire
lawyers to look for loopholes.” In addition to Gov.
Allen’s backing, the rule change was also supported
by the Virginia Family Foundation and Concerned
Women for America, which argued that only “tradi-
tional" families should be given economic benefits
from the state agency.

‘Marriage Ceremony’ in the

Works in San Francisco
SAN FRANCISCO — While conservative legis-
lators around the country have been wrangling for
more than a year with various ways to explicitly
exclude gay and lesbian couples from anything even
remotely resembling legal marriage, the San Francisco
Board of Supervisors appears to be about to officially
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create a “civil ceremony to solemnize" same-sex
domestic partnerships under the aegis of the county
clerk's office, the city official who also performs civil
wedding ceremonies for heterosexual couples. The
measure, which would extend no benefits beyond its
symbolic ceremony, is believed to be the first time
any govemning body has movedto create a civil rite to
acknowledge same-sex unions. A board committee
quickly approved the measure and sent it on to the
full board. Five of the board's | | members are co-
sponsors of the ceremony. The county clerk's office
has estimated that adding the ceremony would
probably increase the number of registered partners
by two or three times. And, with a $30 fee for the
ceremony itself, the clerk’s office also estimated the
proposed rite could add close to $50,000 to the city's
coffers.

Anti-Marriage Lobbyist
Quits Clinton’s

Hawaii Campaign

HONOLULU — Linda Rosehill, a Hawaii national
committeewoman with the Demacratic Party, has
resigned her post as head of the state committee to
re-elect President Clinton after it was reported that
she has become a lobbyist for Hawaii's Future Today,
an organization that is trying to block same-sex
marriages in the state, In resigning the re-election
post, Rosehill said that her opposition to gay and
lesbian marriages wasn't out of step with other
Democratic officials. But since reports of her involve-
ment in the anti-mamiage campaign surfaced, many
activists had called for the Clinton campaign to
remove Rosehill from her state post.

Catholic Bishops Speak Up

in Zimbabwe

HARARE, Zimbabwe — Gays and lesbians in
Zimbabwe have received limited support from an
unexpected source when the country's Catholic Bish-
ops' Conference issued a pastoral letter denouncing
attacks against homosexuals. Zimbabwe President
Robert Mugabe, who is a Catholic, sparked an inter-
national flap last year when he refused to allow a gay
rights organization in the country to operate a booth
at an international book fair in the nation's capital,
calling homosexuals “sodomists and sexual perverts”
who are "worse than dogs and pigs."" He followed up
later by saying the gays and lesbians have “no rights”
in Zimbabwe and threatened to imprison homosexu-
als. Although the Catholic Church considers homo-
sexuality a "disorder’ that should be dealt with as
such, the Bishops' Conference letter condemned
what it called “any attempts to institute a witch-hunt
or hate campaign’' against homosexuals. "It is there-
fore not right for anyone, including government, to
harass, persecute, or torture people simply because
they are known to have this inclination,” the Bishops'
Conference letter said.

Charges of Vote-Packing
. to Deny Texas Gay

Lawmaker Endorsement

AUSTIN, Texas — In a move that some believe
carmies anti-gay overtones, state Rep. Glen Maxey (D-
Austin) says campaign workers for Eloy De La Garza,
who is running against Maxey this spring, packed a
meeting of the University of Texas Democratic Club

with new members from a normally conservative
fratemnity to get the club’s endorsement for De | 5
Garza, a student at the school. Maxey is openly gay
and frequently introduces gay rights measures in the
state House of Representatives.

Some university Democrat club members agreed
with Maxey that large numbers of pledges appeared
from De La Garza's campus fratemity. De La Garza
denied sending the frat pledges to pack the meeting.
But Maxey, who has won the university Democrats’
endorsement since entering state politics, said, "It's a
shame that in such a serious race as state legislator
that there would be young people who were told
they had to do this as a pledge class.”

Bishop Faces

Heresy Trial

WILMINGTON, Del. — The heresy tnal of re-
tired Episcopal Bishop Alter Righter for ordaining an
openly gay priest is slated to start before a panel of
nine bishops February 27, only the second such
heresy proceeding in the history of the church,
although the bishops who brought the charges against
Righter say it won't be the last. Righter, the retired
bishop of lowa, ordained Barry Stopfel as a deacon in
1990. At the time, Stopfel not only acknowledged
that he is gay, but also that he had been living with his
male partner throughout his seminary studies. The
ten bishops who brought the charges against Righter
say bishops in New Jersey, Philadelphia, Detroit, and
Washington may also be charged with heresy for
similar ordinations if the ecclesiastical court finds

Righter guilty.
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The Men Who Would
Be President

With the first presidential primaries just around the corner, it’s time to
take a look at the men who would be president. If you happen to be a
gay Republican, it may be time to consider crossing over—either parties
or orientations, because the Republican candidates you have to choose

from are a gay nightmare.

‘ x Jhere do the Republican presidential

wannabees stand on the issues?

BOB DOLE

Although he mishandled the Log Cabin
Republican contribution in an attempt to
placatethe Christian Coalition, Dole’s record
on gay and lesbian issues is one of the least
frightening of the Republican candidates.
He has denounced anti-gay discrimination
but opposes “special rights” for gays and
lesbians. (Who doesn’t?) He doesn’t deny
having gay staffers and he sponsored the
Ryan White AIDS Care Act. Unfortunately,
he appears to be running from his moderate
record in an attempt to shore up the support
of the far right. For example, he and his wife
recently left their Methodist church after a
right-wing commentator labeled it “too lib-
eral” because of its pro-gay program. If he'll
turn his back on his church for the presi-
dency, will he turn his back on us?

PHIL GRAMM

Oneof the most affirmatively mean and
ambitious candidates in recent history, Phil
Gramm leaveslittle doubt on where he stands
on gay and lesbian issues. Years ago he
publicly announced he didn’t want a “ho-
mosexual teaching his third-grader” and is
campaigning on a promise to overturn Presi-
dent Clinton’s “destructive and unworkable
policy on gays in the military.” Unlike Dole,
Gramm's seduction of the far right appears
to be sincere. The Christian Coalition gave
him an 86 on a scale of 100. (What does it
take to make an A?) Heis the only candidate
to publicly state that he is “too ugly” to be
elected president. We hope he’s right.

LAMAR ALEXANDER
Alexander is the stealth candidate of
the Republican contenders. A stumble by

by Daryl L. Moore

front-running Dole could mean a nomina-
tion for the man many find more politically
attractive than “ugly” Phil. Although heis a
Christian and a conservative, he is not fa-
vored by the Christian Coalition because of
his stance on abortion. In his words, he
personally opposes abortion but doesn’t be-
lieve in governmental prohibition of it. (We
call that pro-choice, Lamar.) Even if the
Christian Coalition can forgive him, they’ll
never forgive his wife, “Honey,” who is a
long-time volunteer for Planned Parenthood
and has served as a board member for PBS.

MALCOLM “STEVE” FORBES JR.

If the presidency were for sale, Malcolm
Jr. could buy it with his personal fortune of
$200 million. Forbes is concentrating on
economic rather than social issues, pushing a
17 percent flat tax on all individuals. Because
he doesn’t have a political track record, it’s
hard to tell where he would come down on
gay and lesbian issues. He is pro-choice and
favors the current “don’t ask, don’t tell”
policy over the ban against gays in the mili-
tary. Perhaps this reflects a candidate who
wants the government out of the boardroom
and the bedroom. We'll have to wait and see.

RICHARD LUGAR

If you're gay and thinking of voting for
Lugar, think again. Known primarily for his
intellectual acumen on foreign policy, this
Indiana senator loses his ability to reason
when considering gay and lesbian issues. He
opposed the District of Columbia’s imple-
mentation of its domestic partners’ law. He
voted to prevent funding of seminars that
“accept homosexuality as a legitimate
lifestyle,” and he voted to cut off funding for
schools that teach tolerance of homosexual-
ity. He also voted for legislation prohibiting
permanent immigration of HIV-positive in-

PAT BUCHANAN

A homophobic anti-Semite who
frightened moderates in his address to the
'92 Republican convention, Buchanan sets
thestandard for those courting the Christian
Coalition. His hatred of homesexuality is
pervasiveand is alinchpin of his fundraising
efforts. More than once, Pat has shared his
view that homosexuality is not on the same

only anti-gay votes, including his opposition
to lifting the ban.

fyou’re underwhelmed by the credentials
these eight offer to the gay and lesbian
voter, consider the Democratic alternative—
the re-election of Bill Clinton.
Clinton promised to lift the ban and
then didn’t, instead endorsing a “don’t ask,
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“moral par” with heterosexuality. His belief
that homosexuality and Christianity are
mutually exclusive is best reflected in his
Time magazine statement that “homosexuals
appear literally hell-bent on satanism and
suicide.”

ALAN KEYES

A black Roman Catholic radio host
parented by two Democrats, Keyesis asingle-
issue Republican. He is obsessed with abor-
tion and spends most of his time, speeches,
and the lion’s share of his radio show railing
against it in his fight for “the unborn.” If you
happen to be gay and opposed to abortion,
don’t look for shelter from Keyes. He re-
sponded “None!” when asked what role gay
Republicans could have in his campaign.

BOB DORNAN

The congressman from California is
perhaps the most rabid gay-baiterin the race
for the presidency. Dornan became apo-
plectic after Clinton issued an executive
order banning discrimination against gays
and lesbians in security clearances because,
as he put it, he “wouldn’t trust them with a
$5 loan, let alone the nation’s secrets.” He
has called gays and lesbians everything from
“lesbian spear-chuckers” to “sodomites.”
Not surprisingly, his track record reflects

don’t tell” policy that guts the First Amend-
ment. Then, when gay-friendly former Sur-
geon General Joycelyn Elders said “mastur-
bation” at an AIDS conference, he dumped
her for being too radical even though he
knew of both her politics and proclivity for
speaking her mind long before he appointed
her.

On the other hand, Clinton has been
the best friend the gay and lesbian commu-
nity has ever had in the White House. He
appointed openly lesbian Roberta
Achtenburg to a HUD cabinet position. He
is the first president ever to invite gay and
lesbian leaders to the White House to ad-
dress gay and lesbian issues. And, he has
consistently increased the AIDS budget and
funding for HIV education and services.

After sizing up the Republican con-
tenders and considering Bill Clinton’s record,
what are gay and lesbian voters to do? Well,
even though Clinton may not be a gay or
lesbian voter’s first pick for the presidency,
when comparing him with the other eight
who would be president, the choice, to me at
least, is clear.

Daryl L. Moore is a lawyer in Houston, Texas.
He has a general practice and is board certified
in civil appellate law. The opinions expressed in
this column are bis own and do not necessarily
reflect the views of OutSmart magazine.
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To be “normal” or not to be “normal”—that is the question.

The Gay Struggle Within

(Part 1 of 2)

The Fear of Being Ordinary

specter haunts the comfortable as-
sumptions of the radical gay left: the
ormalization of gay life. Some time
ago, a friend and I were discussing the haz-
ards of being openly gay in a law firm, where
the prize often goes to the young associate
most willing and able to conform to the
patterns, practices, and attitudes of the se-
nior partners who make the
hiring and promotion deci-
sions. When I reflected that
my career might go better if I
were straight, he strongly dis-
sented. “If you were straight,
you’d be just another ordinary
lawyer in a suit; who would
notice you?” It was my first
encounter with the fear of be-
ing ordinary.
In movies, on television,

You would expect the American Fam-
ily Association, the television reverends, and
the various other anti-gay monitors of our
culture to be apoplectic at the routine por-
trayal of unexceptional gay characters. And
so they are; the routinization of gay life
subverts every stereotype their prejudice
feeds upon. Butif you think they are alonein
their alarm at the emergence of
the ordinary homosexual, you are
wrong. They are joined, for some-
what different reasons to be sure,
by the radical gay left.

The cultural criticism from
the gay left typifies its broader
backlash against the emergence
of the ordinary homosexual.
Michael Cunningham, in a well-
argued film review last year for
the New York Times entitled “Just

and in theater, gay people are WNAVIXCI @ Your Ordinary (Gay) Guy,”

enjoying unprecedented vis-

ibility. Further, the representations of gay
people in these media are fairer to the diver-
sity of gay life than they have ever been. The
Sum of Us, an Australian film, depicts a
masculine young man who plays rugby,
drinks beer, drives a truck, works as a
plumber, and cares for his father after a
debilitating stroke. We are ten minutes into
the movie before we learn that the young
man is gay. In Priest and Philadelphia, we are
treated to similarly ordinary people who are
sincere, responsible, hardworking, devoted
to friends and family, and gay. These movies
strongly suggest that in a better world, the
latter would be among the least important
facts about the characters. Their troubles
stem from others’ prejudice, not from their
homosexuality. On television shows from
Roseanne to Melrose Place to Frasier to
Friends, gays are woven into story lines with-
out much fanfare, integrated into the lives of
everyone around them. Comedy Central
regularly features openly gay comics. Paul
Rudnick’s play (and now movie) Jeffrey de-
pictsa full range of gay characters—from the
preppie-ish body-conscious star who tries to
swear off sex to his campy, sarcastic queen of
a friend.

wrings his hands at the thought of
masculine, “assimilated” gay men who are
“just like everybodyelse, except for onelittle
thing.” By contrast, Cunningham praises the
character Diego in the film Strawberry and
Chaocolate. Diego, as Cunningham describes
him, is “swishy and coy,” worships the opera
star Maria Callas, fusses over his collection
of French teacups, and suffers unrequited
love for a straight man. Cunningham praises
Diego—many of whosetraits would fit neatly
into the world view of Lou Sheldon and the
Traditional Values Coalition—as a “step in
the right direction” in the portrayal of gay
characters. Cunningham announces his ea-
ger anticipation for the release of To Wong
Foo, Thanks for Everything! Julie Newmar, a
film which (sometimes hilariously) features
three gay drag queens camping their way
through small-town America. “Go, girls,”
concludes Cunningham.

Other examples of this genre of cultural
criticism abound. There’s a recent piece in
Harper's in which the author lambastes gay
periodicals like Out and Poz for showing
clean, contented, freshly scrubbed gay
women and men. Where’s the unseemliness,
the sex advertisements, the fetishists, the
emaciated bodies of people dying in misery?

S e o e e S e

asksthecontemptuous writer. Pat Robertson
might have asked the same things. In her new
book, Virtual Equality, Urvashi Vaid denjes
that homosexuals are “just like” heterosexu-
als and describes gays as almost a subspecies
of Homo sapiens with its own peculiar values
and ideas. Not long ago, a columnist writing
under the pseudonym “Orland Oyt.
land” for the San Francisco-based
Frontiers magazine, bitterly criticized
gays “who have put their own sense
of being alien behind” them,

Take Luke Sissyfag, please. You

“Ifitis
ordinary

may remember Sissyfag, the former 10 B@ gay,

moted by a gay community that doesn’t feel
good about itself. Some say that Luke’s
present and past personas are inconsistent; [
say they are perfectly consistent. If there is
one person who literally combines in one
body the fear of both the radical gay left and
the anti-gay right that homosexuals might
one day be considered ordinary
members of society, it is surely
Sissyfag-Montgomery. Whether
he’s trashing gays or defending
gays, Luke wants gays to be seen
as somehow special, or perhaps,
just to be seen.

ACT UP m.embe.r who once distrib- ﬂ'ere’s And that’s just it, isn’t it?
uted graphically 1ﬂus.tratcd condom e Behind all the talk of revolution-
gacka;ir)cs to dschogl;hlldren, shouted nothlng ary values, the need for a “sense of

own President Clinton on national . being alien,” the supposed sub-
television, regularly pranced before sn“ml version of gender roles, lies the

television cameras in lipstick, ahout you fear of being ordinary. It is the

eyeliner, and pink plastic hair bar-
rettes, and generally championed the
idea of a natural gay “queerness.” He

on that

childlike need to have everyone’s
attention, If it is ordinary to be
gay, there’s nothing special about

”
was a walking gay minstrel show, account. you on that account. You have no

playing for the amusement of nod-

ding straight audiences. Well, he now calls
himself Luke Montgomery. He appears on
fundamentalist radio programs to decry the
“gay lifestyle” as “totally devoid of any moral
character,” consisting of nothing but ram-
pant sex and continual druguse. He says that
antidiscrimination laws are “fascistic,” pro-

secret rings or rites, no hidden
passages or esoteric language, no distinct set
of values, no special insight into human suf-
fering or longing. You’re only an individual
who, at the end of the day, must make his or
her own way in the world, unable to depend
on the safety of belonging to a benighted
group. If you are to be distinguished at the

law firm, it must be by your own wo,
the accident of your l:'u)"th i

It’s not that we should encourage New
mythology of gays as a model minority to
counter the old mythology of gays as irre.
deemably alien and threatening. How truly
boringand inaccurate it would be to see gays
simply as Rockwellian citizens in suits and
ties, always minding their manners, selfless
and forgiving, having none of the usual ap-
petites and vices. But we are in no danger of
propagating that myth; Hollywood is still
churning out a steady diet of depraved, ho-
micidal homosexuals, cross-dressing gay
men, and man-hating gay women.

And anyway, it is equally mythologizing
and harmful to the cause of equality to show
gays as the radical gay left has romanticized
us—as sexual revolutionaries, with alien na-
tures and values, threatening and iconoclas-
tic, angry, ennobled and enlightened by our
oppression, not “just like them” in the sense
that matters. We are better, and bigger, than
that. We need not fear being ordinary.

Next Month: “The Gay Struggle Within (Part
2 of 2): The Fear of Being Extraordinary.”

Dale Carpenter, a lawyer in Houston, is state
president of the Log Cabin Republicans of Texas.
The opinions expressed in this column are his
own and do not necessarily reflect the views of
Log Cabin or OutSmart magazine.

Major indulgences. And modest gifts. Some things old.

Some things new. All things interesting.

And always changing.

Step inside and see. Area is now open.

T

Home TFurnishings With Spirit

3200 Shepherd

528-0220 Hours: M-S 10-6, S 12-5

February 15, 1996 ¥ QutSmart 31




Houston Ballet’s
Gruel Garden
Honors

Life and Death

of Gay

Spanish Poet
Fernando Garcia Lorca

elife of Fernando Garcia Lorcawould

be best defined as tragic. As a contro-

versial intellectual, writer, poet, artist,

and activist, Lorca lived life on the cutting

edge. Cruel Garden, a contemporary and

cutting-edge dance/theater piece to

be performed by Houston Ballet,

chronicles pivotal events in the life

and works of this gay Spanish poet
and playwright.

Lorca, one of the most com-
plex personalities of the early part of
this century, was a cult figure whose
works have been more widely translated than
any other Spanish writer and whose inspira-
tion came from the ancient traditions of
rural communities in Spain. While enrolled
in a university in Madrid, Lorca became a
focal point for a revival of Spanish heritage
and culture. His works, most notably the
play Blood Wedding, are cloaked in a sure-
alist spirituality typical of the avant-garde—
much like the modernist works of Salvador
Dali and filmmaker Luis Bufuel, both of
whom were close colleagues of Lorea in

Madrid.

u T ¢ S M A R

In 1929 Lorca moved to New York to
study English at Columbia University and
to experience modernism in America. Dur-
ingthis period, Lorca was profoundly moved
by the oppressive way in which minorities,

Despite the enormous worldwide outcry and
condemnation that followed Lorca’s death,
government officials refused to divulge any

details concerning his murder.

specifically African Americans, weretreated.
This, combined with the increasing mecha-
nization, industrialization, and subsequent
“dehumanization” of the working class, hor-
rified Lorca. With these images firmly im-
planted in his mind, Lorca returned to an
increasingly turbulent Spain in 1931,
Lorca was physically unremarkable—
short, rather uncoordinated, and not at all
concerned with his own appearance. Intel-
lectually, he was multi-talented—not only
as a writer, but as an actor, artist, musician,
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by Rich Arenschieldt

and a gifted, charismatic speaker. Though
viewed as a threat by the fascists of Francisco
Franco’s regime as well as the extremely
right-wing Catholic Church, Lorca never
stopped producing works that portrayed the
powerlessness of his people over

their government.
As Spain hurled toward World
War II, Lorca continued to speak
out with little regard for his own
welfare, stating, “Theater that does
not use laughter and tears to take
the social and historical pulse, the
drama of its people, the genuine color of
their spirit and landscape has no right to call
itself theater.” On July 18, 1936, with
Franco’s military insurrection, the repres-
sive regime lost all tolerance for intellectuals
not cooperating with the government, As an
artist, fascist opponent, and known homo-
sexual (labeled as a “red fag”), Lorca be-
came a target of immediate retribution and
soon went into hiding at the home of fellow
poet Luis Rosales. As the Spanish Civil war
commenced in August of 1936, Lorca was
dragged from a friend’s home, arrested, and

2 gt sy
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executed with a shot through the neck. He was 38 years old.

Despite the enormous worldwide outcry and condemnation
that followed Lorca’s death, government officials refused to divulge
any details concerning his murder. After his death, Lorca’s works
were proscribed in Spain, and his plays went unperformed. Not until
1970 did investigative writers begin to glean details of what had
occurred. Ian Gibson’s book The Death of Lorca is one of the best
accounts of the tragedy and was used as the primary reference for the
creation of Cruel Garden.

Choreographer Christopher Bruce, hailed by London’s Daily
Telegraph asthe “Nureyevof contem poraryballet” and performance
and visual artist Lindsay Kemp, a leading figure in “Europe’s Gay
Avant-Garde,” created the work in 1977 for London’s premier
contemporary dance company, Ballet Rampart. The work was fin-
ished in four weeks and, with the completion of the eclectic musical
score of Carlos Miranda, Cruel Garden was presented to European
audiences and hailed by critics as “a great masterpiece of the English
stage.”

Lorca’s works and life are inexorably intertwined in Cruel
Garden, and like Lorca, the piece itself evades description—not
really a ballet, not really theater, not really performance art. Dancers
sing, singers dance, and love, death, and art collide.

In creating Cruel Garden numerous challenges are offered to
the audience and the performers. Dancers must mentally and physi-
cally step out of their toe shoes and into flamenco boots. They must
recite poetry in Spanish, sing, speak, and mime—all with convincing
theatricality. For the audience, metaphors abound in this work. Part
of the set, by prominent English designer Ralph Koltai, bespeaks the
tragedy of Lorca’s life and his death as well as the death of his friend,
famous Spanish bullfighter Ignatio Sanchez Mejias, who was fatally
gored while in the bullring. Lorca’s 1935 poem “Llanto por Ignacio
Sanchez Mejias” (Lament for the Death of a Bullfighter), a memorial
to Mejias and considered to be one of the greatest elegies in modern
Spanish poetry, is one of the literary centerpieces for Cruel Garden.
Other literary references include “La Luna Asoma” (The Moon
Appears), “Poeta en Nueva York” (Poet in New York), and scenes
from the play Blood Wedding.

According to director/designer Lindsay Kemp, “Cruel Garden
is very much total theater in its style. The story is certainly told
through the dancers, but also through the colors of Picasso, Lorca’s
own music, and the puppets that he was famous for throughout the
rural Spanish villages.”

With a style that is best described as “fusion of all the perform-
ing arts,” Kemp, who has been on the cutting edge of theater since
the 1960s, found the collaboration with choreographer Bruce irre-
sistible. “We had wanted to work together years before we actually
had the opportunity to.” Kemp, who is English by birth but Southern
European at heart, livesinaconverted monastery in Italy and admits,
“The English critics think I'm very un-subtle indeed. I love religious
images, rituals, and masses, in the same way as Lorca. Cruel Garden
was awonderful excuse forme to put all of my Spanish obsession into
something,”

This impassioned, darkly erotic work vividly evokes the life and
work of one of the world’s greatest gay artists and one that we should
seek to know in greater depth.

Cruel Garden runs from February 22 through March 3, 1996, at
Brown Theater, Wortham Center. Tickets range from $10 to 875 and
areavailable by calling 713/227-ARTS or at Houston Ticket Center (in
Jones Hall and Wortham Center) or all Ticketmaster outlets.

A free lecture/discussion on Lorca and Cruel Garden, led by
University of Houston Professor Pedro Gutierrez, a scholar specializ-
ing in the study of Lorca’s works, will be held February 15 at 7:30 pm
at Houston Ballet, 1921 West Bell. Also speaking will be choreogra-
pber Christopher Bruce, composer Carlos Miranda, and several Hous-
ton Ballet dancers.
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Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Gay Dating,

But Were Afraid to Ask

or

The Dating Gayme

Are you constantly asking yourself why
you can’t get a date? Or why you can’t
even meet someone worth dating? Or, better
yet, why all of the men you do end up dating
turn out to be damaged goods?

You've tried meeting men at quiet pi-
ano bars, loud dance clubs, and church mix-
ers. You scope for men at the gym, at the
grocery, while driving to work, and you've
even tried to make eye contact at a funeral.
Your friends have set you up. Your cowork-
ers have set you up. Evenyour mother has set
you up (which turned out to be the best date
you had all year!). But the fact is, you’re still
single.

Dating has never been easy for gay men.
In fact, it’s a helluva lot easier to meet men
now than, say, 50 years ago. But the problem
doesn’t seem to be with meeting men; the
problem is with meeting and dating compat-
tble men and then keeping the relationship
going.

Craig Nelson, who considers modern
gay life to have been born 25 years ago with
the Stonewall rebellion, likens gay dating to
any 25-year-old adult: “insecure, filled with
hopes and dreams, arrogant, experimenting
with new ideas, naive, exhilarated with free-
dom, fickle, vain, and, of course, obsessed
with sex.... In this twenty-five-year-old mi-
lieu there are practically no rules, no guide-
lines, nothing set in stone for gay couples—
we each have to make it up as we go along.”

Nelson’s recently published book, Firnd-
ing True Love in a Man-Eat-Man World: The
Intelligent Guide to Gay Dating, Romance,
and Eternal Love, may finally be a gay man’s
saving grace. Packed full of information on
meeting men, dating, relationships, and sex,
the 298-page book gives serious, yet often
humorous, insight into the intricate strate-
gies involved in gay dating by looking at how
gay men’s psyches, as well as their penises,
operate during the dating game.

Author of Bad TV: The Very Best of the
Very Worst and ghostwriter of America by
Andy Warhol, Nelson is a Houston native
who’s now an editor at Random House in
New York. That’s right, he’s not a relation-
ship therapist like you might think and says
we should be thankful he’s not.

by Eric L. Roland

Dating, Romance, Sex. If you're
looking for a how-to guide to
gay dating, you just may
find it in Craig Nelson’s
Finding True Love in &

Man-Eat-Man World.

“I'm a sort of regular gay man who is
experienced and was willing to do a massive
amount of research,” says Nelson, who in-
terviewed people both in real life and on-line
for his research. “I'm actually the person
whose opinion you would want to know
more than what Freud had to say about your
attitude about your penis.”

Experiencing the changes in gay dating
over the past 20 years, Nelson found a need
to record these changes in writing. In his
introduction, Nelson explains gay men’s
newfound interest in settling down. “While
it's common to think of us queers as being
continually on the prowl for sex (and admit-
tedly, many guys are doing just that), a new
day has dawned in most of our emotional
lives. Tenyearsinto a never-ending plague of

AIDS, combined with a generation of baby
boomers hitting their forties, have created a
profound social shift: Never have so many
wanted so quickly to settle down and get
spoused—and never have so many had so
much trouble doing exactly that.”

Meeting Men

Following the chapter on “How to Go
to a Bar,” which includes information on
howto gotoasexclub, Nelson turns to other
avenues for meeting men in the chapter
simply titled “Where to Meet Men.” Citing
places other than bars, sex clubs, and gyms,
Nelson discusses political, religious, profes-
sional, social, recreational, and activist orga-
nizations in your area “where you can follow
your heart or brain and maybe meet some
guys along the way.” He also gives a run-
down of media-mediated introductions, in-
cluding meeting guys via phone sex, through
computer bulletin boards, and by placing or
responding to a personal ad in a local news-
paper or magazine.

“I'think that people used to always meet
someone through sex clubs or bars and now
it has broadened,” says the 40-year-old
Nelson. “I think now more often people are
meeting through politics, charity works, or
hobbies, or in other directions. I think that’s
a big improvement.”

One rather unique suggestion of
Nelson’s on a place to meet men is at art
gallery openings, especially those that are
showing the works of gay artists. Since the
openings usually occur just before
dinnertime, Nelson notes that this gives you
something to suggest doing if you meet some-
one interesting. He sums up this suggestion
by writing: “The art is a natural way to have
a conversation; they usually serve wine and
cheese, and they're free.”

Having Sex

“Everyone likes sex, but only gay men
pursue it with their signature brand of re-
lentless gusto,” writes Nelson in his chapter
on “Sex Tips for Guys.” While suggesting
that many gay men could afford to learn
more about sexual techniques, Nelson takes
an opportunity to write about some of his
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own personal pet peeves—some of which
are justified, some of which are according to
personal taste. For instance, he suggests that
gay men need to learn how to buy
quality condoms and have an as-
sortment of them on hand in the

self-image, which Nelson believes has much
todowith theinternalized homophobia that
we all have. He likens all of us to frightened
deer, who don’t feel strong and
don’t feel in control; therefore,
undermining our efforts at meet-

bedroom. This is probably true, “I'M actually ing, dating, and being intimate
consijering that ma(;xygay n:ie'nthjak the person lu_.rith ano}t]her fnz:n. W?ﬂc (l;cli)e-
a condom is a condom and readily P ieves that internalize 0-
use the freebies they receive at the whose opinion mophobia about sex is waning,
clinic. On the <_>t}1er .han.d, Nelson you would Nelson hopes that in thF futurle
rticipat rcom t -
o shave ‘beforehand, reminding  WANLTD koW < S0 P DL e
them that a five o’clock shadow has more than for self-image, he finds it ex-
tb‘jc c9nsnsthcncy of sandpfapcr. Con- what Freud tremely commo}? f_or lf;a)i; men,
sidering the number of gay men even the most physically beauti-
with mustaches, beards, and the had to say ful of gay men, to be unhappy
nowt-;gopul.;rfgoatee, ?met}aing_ ahout your with :2.1“ l°°|.(s' W i
must be said for men who enjoy a & e entire body question
little facial hair between their legs. attitude l!ll)llt in gay life today s that you should
Nelson has many other sugges- your pams," look like a Tom of Finland draw-

tions on the do’s and don’ts of oral

sex as well as a detailed description

that could best be described as Anal Sex 101.
And, as if anyone in this day and age didn’t
know (although we all know someone who
needs to be reminded), the author outlines
activities that are believed to be utterly safe,
those that are believed to be probably safe,
and those that are believed to be unsafe.

Settling Down

While primarily informing readers
about dating men (pick-up tactics, tips for
dating, meeting the “family”, etc.) and the
accompanying troubles (codependency, per-
sonality differences, dumpingthe bum, etc.),
Nelson does dedicate ample space to dis-
cussing strategies for keeping a budding re-
lationship together with the hopes of settling
down once you’ve found M. Right. Insecu-
rity, feelings of love vs. lust, male competi-
tiveness, second thoughts, fidelity, jealousy,
and more are all topics Nelson touches on.
Certainly one difficulty to overcome during
the serious-dating phase of a relationship is
whether or not to live together.

“Living with someone is an intense
thing, you have a lot of your personal stuff
thrown in your face,” says Nelson. “It’s alot
easier in certain ways to not live with some-
one—you don’t have to take them into ac-
count, you don’t have to worry about what
they think about something, you can pick
your nose anytime you want.

“In fact, I wish I had written more
about singlehood being underrated and
couplehood being overrated in America,”
he continues. “I really do think you should
be happy being single before you start think-
ing about living with somebody. If you’re
looking to live with someone to fill up some
empty part of yourself, you're guaranteed
disaster.”

Underlying many passages throughout
the book are the issues of self-esteem and

ing,” he says. “If you have the
perfect set of abdominals, you'’ll
then start thinking about the fact that you’re
not hung, or if you have a perfect bubble
butt, you'll then start thinking about the fact
that you have a bald spot. It’s never ending.”
And, it doesn’t stop with gay men’s
obsession with body image. In general (yes,
I'm talking stereotypes), single gay men are
continually looking for the perfect man, and
coupled gay men are wonderingif they made
the right decision. Our collective gay iden-
tity is quickly approaching 30 years old, so
hopefully our knowledge will reflect our
maturity—maybe in the future we won’t
have as much trouble playing the gay dating
game.

Finding True Love in a Man-Eat-Man World:
The Intelligent Guide to Gay Dating, Romance,
and Eternal Love by Craig Nelson was recently
published by Dell Publishing. The 298-page
book (ISBN #0-440-50689-1) retails for §12.95.

Financial
Services, Inc.

L]
GDD * Income Tax Service

¢ Past Due Returns

QDQ * Out-Of-State Returns

* Business Tax Returns

(713) 522-9000

Fax: (713) 5266588
2615 Montrose Blvd. » Houston, TX 77006

~

hous'ov-
kol'man

n. 1. A woman-owned business
specializing in quality graphics
and printing. 2. A large red brick
house in the heart of Montrose
adj. Having many and va
features. - v. Producing design,
illustration, camera work, print-
i bindery. adv. 1. To

House of Coleman « 901 V
Houston 77006 ~(713) 523-2521
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COUNSELING &

PSYCHOTHERAPY

Ry & e

DENISE O'DOHERTY
LPC, MSN, LCDC, LMFT
Certified IMAGO
Relationship Therapist
3415 GRAUSTARK
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006
L (713) 529-1913 Jj

ﬂnthonﬂé

by the Sea
A Bed and Breakfast

Romantic Retreat

Friendly and Casual...A quiet retreat
among trees, with a pool and bot tub,
only 2 1/5 blocks to the barbor.

* Gourmet breakfast included

* Spacious Honeymoon Suite
* Master Suite & Guest House

‘ Corpus Christi/Rockport
732 S. Pearl St.

’../).'_ RN
T

/ §>‘

For reservations call:

512/729-6100

i

{4
. 800-460-2557 |
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What Is Sex?

= POWER, ROMANCE,
CONTROL, SECRETIVE, ESCAPE, ATTACK,
MANIPULATION, VALIDATING, INTIMATE,
RELEASE, COMMUNICATION, SUICIDE,
BEAUTIFUL, ABUSIVE, PUNISHMENT,
EXCITING, COERCION, LOVE, DANGEROUS,

DIRTY, FUN, SHAMEFUL, STIMULATING.

ex, like just about anything else in and of this world, is

meaningless. What brings meaning to it is the culmination of

one’s life experiences. Based on the messages we receive
throughout our lives, a perception is created in our minds about our
sexual selves, as well as our future sexual
relationships. Behavioral manifestations
then result, which are extensions of our -
personal and unique sexual script.

In general, sex can be expressed in
two ways. It can manifest as an extension
of love, thus the term “lovemaking,” or it
can be expressed as an extension of fear,
or “hate-making,” The manifestations of
lovemakinglead toincreased intimacy and
connection, while sex expressed as an extension of fear generally
results in separation.

While growing up, all of us received many overt and covert
sexual messages. In an ideal situation, those messages would have
been of a positive nature. Qur parents would have affirmed and
normalized our sexual energies, including our interest in

The cultural denial of men to he hoth
sexually and emotionally intimate often

leads to men (and especially gay men)
separating sex from intimacy.

discussed at all, it is likely done so with an air of avoidance or
judgment about it, or simply discussed superficially. A child’s ques-
tions are often met with parental discomfort, embarrassment, or
shame. Typical reactions like “You're too young to be asking that”
or “Youshouldn’t be thinking those things” relay to children that the
topic is forbidden to be discussed. Sexual thoughts, feelings, and
behaviors are likely to be either discounted or reprimanded. This
generally leads to a belief that in some waysex is bad, dirty, or wrong,
and that it should be kept secret. This parental discomfort is likely
due to their own internalized messages about sex.

Overt and covert childhood sexual abuse contribute to dis-
torted messages pertaining to sex being introjected into a child’s
belief system. Children who are sexually abused introject unhealthy
messages about sex and generally carry guilt, blame, shame, and
hatred, often blaming themselves for the abuse. They often grow up
to believe that their self-worth is based on sexual performance or that
they are undeserving of loving sexual relationships. Many also deny
their sexual needs in an attempt to escape the memory of abuse or
become sexually “promiscuous” in an attempt to feel needed and
wanted.

In addition to all of the negative mainstream messages which are
delivered, lesbian and gay children receive negative messages from
home, school, media, and church about homosexuality. These mes-
sages generally contribute at some level to
acore belief of inferiority and sexual defi-
ciency. Needingtosurvivein a heterosexist
society, homosexual children generally
keep their secret well-hidden until their
sexual coming-out process begins. All of
these messages from parents, family,
church, and society as a whole contribute
to an unhealthy distortion as to the mean-
ing of sex.

The cultural denial of men to be both sexually and emotionally
intimate often leads to men (and especially gay men) separating sex
from intimacy. There is often a great deal of difficulty in associating
the two in intimate love relationships. There are few situations where
men are presented with role models which depict two men in a

healthy (emotional and sexual) relationship. In an at-

masturbation, same-sex interests, as well as our develop-
ing bodies. Our teachers would likewise have been able
to, and encouraged to, assist and counsel us in a similar
manner without fear of reprimand. In these ideal situa-
tions children would be able to ask questions and feel safe
to come forward in sexually confusing situations. They
would be encouraged to speak out if being sexually
violated or were curious about their sexual development
or differences. Unfortunately, however, we likely received
messages which judged sex and sexuality harshly. Because
of ourattitudes regarding sex, the cultural shame s passed
on from generation to generation.

tempt to reconcile the struggle, gay men often separate
the two by having intimate friendships separated from
sexual partners. Women on the other hand might
connect the two (sex and intimacy) too closely, finding
themselves wanting to be sexual with other women to
whom they are emotionally close. These are generaliza-
tions, however, and certainly not applicable to all same-
sex relationships. Actually, they are very creative ways
to access the emotional and sexual parts of the self while
living in a heterosexist, homophobic, and sexist cul-
ture.

In addition to the overt messages we all

In most families, sex is rarely talked about. If by Patrick Vachon received, most of us likely witnessed sex being
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used for things that it was not intended.
Messages which reinforced the use of sex as
a means of power, control, or escape were
introjectedinto our psyche and subsequently
became part of our sexual
script. These behaviors were

who have for any reason developed with a
diminished sense of self may receive a sense
of worth through sexual behavior. They may
have been told that they were a great sexual
partner or that they have
beautifully developed bodies.

a manifestation of the mes- In UQDOI'II, sex can be Validation like this can have
sages our parents and grand-  @Xpressed in tWo Ways. . greatimpact on children or
8 p 8 8 |
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lation was likely a stronger Xp tion.
message projected by the me- extension of fear Escape is also a com-
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The media, for instance, in separatlon. more unpleasant emotions.

uses sex tosell products. Moy-
ies show how sex can be used for personal
and professional gain. The media, however,
is only repeating what most of us have been
taught by the generation before us—Sex 7s
power! and Sex sells! How many times have
we heard language like, “If you do this for
me, I'll give you a little tonight,” or wit-
nessed the withholding of sex as a form of
punishment? In any relationship where there
isapowerimbalance, sexisalikely tool to be
used to balance the system. Historically, in
our culture, men have had the financial
upper hand in relationships. With this mis-
use of financial power, it is not surprising
that women have adapted and called upon
their sexual power to establish a sense of
equality. The conscious or unconscious use
of sex as power is not uncommon in any
relationship. The “I'll give you some” (giv-
ing) or “I've got a headache” (withholding)
are common power plays in relationships.
This form of manipulationis not uncommon
in relationships. This dynamic plays out in
opposite-sex as well as same-sex relation-
ships. Gender or sexual orientation is not
the issue here, but rather the perception of
power. If there is perceived powerlessness
within the relationship or situation, one per-
son is likely to secure the sexual power.
Adults whose sense of self has been
harmed rather than nurtured might use sex
in some very creative ways. As indicated
above, people who perceive themselves as
powerless might learn that sex is a great way
to feel temporarily powerful. In addition,
those who perceive themselves with little to
offer (again perceived powerlessness) might
use sex to validate their existence. People

They then become sexual to
escape feelings of boredom, sadness, anger,
fear, or grief. Sex, especially sex with new
people or in dangerous situations (public
places, affairs), causes the body to secrete

chemicals such as adrenaline which pug the
body in a temporary altered state, At these
times, there is often a temporary relief from
more “unpleasant” emotions. Through con.
ditioning, people might learn that sexua]
acting out is a way to escape feelings of
loneliness, boredom, or anger.

Sex might also be used as a form of self-
abuse. An extreme form of abuse and escape
in the age of AIDS is the practice of unsafe
sex a form of passive suicide. There have
been reports of HIV-negative people inten-
tionally having unprotected sex in a con-
scious attempt to die. Others have stated that
their guilt about being HIV negative was so
great that it was easier to sero-convert. In
doing so, they rid themselves of guilt and can
also connect to the HIV-positive commu-
nity.

It is not surprising then that this thing
we call sex is so confusing. On one hand, we
are told by our parents, teachers, churches,
and culture that sex should be an extension
and expression of love. On the other, we
witness how sex is used to kill, manipulate,
coerce, and control. Weare also told that this
expression of love is also shameful, dirty, and
embarrassing. Aslesbian and gay people, we
are also told that our physical expression of
love will result in eternal damnation. These
double messages and double binds exist ev-

Continued on next page

“Our deepest fear is not that we
are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that
we are powerful beyond measure. It’s
our light, not our darkness, that most
[rightens us. We ask ourselves: ‘Who
am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented,
and fabulous?’ Actually, who are you
not to be—you are a child of God.

“Your playing small does not serve
the world. There is nothing enlightened
about shrinking so' that other people
won't feel insecure around you. We
were born to make manifest the glory
of God that is within us. It is not just in
some; it is in everyone, and as we let
our own light shine, we unconsciously
give other people permission to do the
same.

“As we are liberated from our own
fear, our presence automatically
liberates others.”

—ACCEPTANCE SPEECH
BY NELSON MANDELA

OutSmart

Salutes
BLACK
HISTORY

MONTH

The following festivities are sched-
uled throughout Texas in honor of
Black History Month. February 15-
19, 1996: National Black Lesbian and
Gay Conference in Dallas. February
25 at 5:30 pm: African American Gay
Lesbian Association (AAGLA) Meeting
at Bering Methodist Church, 1410
Harold. February 29, 7 pm: Rap Ses-
sion: Black Gay and Lesbian History
at Montrose Library.

e
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WANTED

Your

USED LEATHER, JEANS,
LEATHER GARMENTS &
SPECIALTY ITEMS

LEATHER
F%REVER

711 Fairview - Houston, TX 77006
(713) 526-6940

=

Sex Is...

Continued from previous page

erywhere in our culture. Many, if not all, people then take their
perception of sex and keep it in theu- own sexual closet, reinforcing
the shame cycle.

The effects of unhealthy sexual conditioning can be seen every-
where in our culture. Like anything else, there needs to be attention
paid to the underlying cause. As long as lesbian and gay people are
viewed as inferior, ill, and unnatural, the culture will continue to
nurture the cycle of shame which manifests in sexual misuse. The
healing therefore must take place on many levels.

There must be individual, social, political, and spiritual shifts as
to the meaning of sex and sexuahty A shift away from the current
shame base will eventually be passed on to future generations.
Cultural shifts, however, begin with theindividual. The misperception
of sex and sexuality must be shifted internally. Since the shame-based
messages have been placed in each one of us, we must challenge them
and allow for internal shifts of perception to occur. We must take an
honest look at how much we might buy into the shame and then give
up the old, outdated perceptions. We can do this in ways such as
coming out orin other ways which affirm our sexuality and our sexual
selves. This shift will then ripple outward to our families, neighbor-
hoods, cities, and eventually the world. Remember that all manifes-
tations in this world begin with a thought. Sex is a neutral thought
that has become scarred by our culture. It can just as easily be
reversed to become the expression and communication of love. Sex
is love!

Patrick ]. Vachon is a Licensed Master Social Worker (LMSW) and
Advanced Clinical Practitioner (ACP) in private practice at the New
Counseling Center in Houston. He is also a Certified IMAGO Relation-
ship Therapist and workshop presenter.

- Somulny idindzd
Cuu-/auieu: Locytion

STAT
SCRIPT

Pharmacy

Larry A. Harrison, R.Ph.
(713) 521-1700
Fax (713) 521-5855

(] 410! Greenbriar, Suite 235 * Houston, Texas 77098

* We accept assignment.

* We process all insurance
paperwork for you.

* We minimize your up-front costs.

An intensive, three-day workshop for couples to acquire
the tools to transform their relationship into that of their
dreams, as well as be a model for their friends and
children by creating a healing non-wounding partnership.

GETTING THE

LOVE
YOU WANTM™

A WORKSHOP

| FOR LESBIAN & GAY COUPLES
PRESENTED BY
PATRICK ). VACHON, LMSW-ACP
Certified IMAGO Relationship Therapist™
And IMAGO Workshop Presenter™

Developed by Harville Hendrix, Ph.D,

“I witness on a daily basis couples recommitting themselves
to a future together that is safe, passionate and healing.

You are invited to join with them and myself on this journey.”

1996 DATES

MAR 22-24 / MAY 17-19 / JUL 26-28 / SEP 20-22 / NOV 15-17
REGISTER EARLY * ENROLLMENT LIMITED
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eople always think that I'm a lesbian. If the definition of gay

pis whether or not.you've had sex with the same sex, then I
would be not.”

That said, comedian Margaret Cho nonetheless possesses that
Garland/Mldler/Momsctte thing that makes her an adoptee of highly
loyal and demanding gay and lesbian audiences.

“I have a great gay and lesbian following,” Cho admitted while
vmnng Houston recently. “That’s not something you do on purpose;
it just sort of happens

Regardless of orientation, she comes by her familiarity with our
neighborhood honestly. “I'm from San Francisco. My parents owned
a bookstore which catered to, basically, theater queens. We had a lot
of books on Helmut Newton photography and Kandinski—all kinds
of art books and dance books and theater books—so it attracted this
particular clientele. Also, my dad hired theater queens, because they

MARGARET CHO

by Nancy Ford

M A R T

(Front row, I-r) Olivia Newton-john,
Margaret Cho, Paul Reging; (middie
row) Joel Polis, Mariee Matlin, Eric
Roberts, Lee Grant; (back row)
George Segal, Gregory Harrison,
Bronson Pinchot, and Dimitra Arlys
star as family and friends of Nick
Stark (Roberts), who reunite for a
two-day farewell party for Nick,
who is about to lose his battle with
AIDS in It's My Party.

were the only people who knew how to sell the books. I was kind of
put under their care.”

That explains her dust-dry wit and surgical timing, a style more
often delivered by someone much taller, with a wig and a tuck.
“Some people are raised by wolves, I was raised by theater queens.”
One can almost hear a certain pride as she concludes, “I’'m just a big
drag queen.”

Having started her career approximately a decade ago as a road
comic, Cho was among the plethora of standups who found them-
selves with their own network sitcoms in the early 90s. ABC’s All
American Girl ran for one season, got better numbers than Melrose
Place, and was canceled. That’s show biz.

“I don’t know if I'll be going back to television,” she predicts
more matter-of-factly than bitterly. “I entered it thinking that the art
was the most important thing—to create something with reso-
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* Grand Old Homes

¢ Re-Do's

* 11 Mins. to Montrose
* 5 Mins. to Hobby A/P
*» Active Civic Club

* Active Maritime Club

FEATURE LISTING

8015 Grafton....$49,500
2/1 Bungalow, I/ Guesthouse,
Stove, Ref, D/W: both units.
House remodeled, central A/C
and heat. House has LR, DR,
study and indoor utility room.
Guest house has covered patio.
Assumable loan! No lender

approval.

.%o&uaoz// considered

Yowrde Sace?

stablished in the early 1900s, Park Place is a unique

Houston neighborhood offering Large Lots, Huge Trees, Waterfront
Living with marine access to Galveston Bay and Downtown Houston,
Great Parks, and the new Park Place Regional Library. Take I-45 South
to the Broadway/Park Place exit and turn left.

B id Contuction Sites Come out and take a look. You'll like

what you see! Call Stephen Tompkins for
® Tear-Downs more information about Park Place and
» Classic Cottages other Southeast Houston neighborhoods.

* Buying
* Selling

® Leasing

2
Stephen Tompkins
CENTURY 21
Presidential Real Estate

OFFICE 644-0084
PAGER 490-4815
RESIDENTIAL 645-5252

nance.” That’s the theater queen in her talking. “I entered it thinking
it was all about the art, and it’s nor. [¢’s all about advertisers.”

Not that the cancellation left Cho with an inordinate amount of
spare time on her hands. When we spoke, she had just finished
shooting It’s My Party, with Eric Roberts and Olivia Newton-John,
opening at the Greenway 3 in early February.

“ “I’s a drama about a man who is dying
I have a 'Mt of AIDS, I’s based on a true story. He's
gay and leshian  ccally far along: he’s very near death. But
following,” Cho before, he has a huge party that lasts an
admitted while thirg wezk;nd;l and he invites all of his
= riends and family,”
visiting Houston Cho ducribgs her role in I¢'s My Party
recently. “That’s  with the sensitivity of one who is familiar
not somathlng ‘\fith th!'s Part-icular ne.ighborho.od, too. “It
was an incredibly moving experience, espe-
you do on cially when you bring to it your own experi-
purpose; it just echg\xl;hid}wehaﬂ had—with the diseascl; I
n  playhisbest fag irlfriend who has tobe
sort of happens. the caretaker and:xgagke sure heties up all the
loose ends, but at the same time she has to deal with the fact that she’s
losing her best friend.”

Great. Half the people I know are suffering from post-holiday
depression, and the other half are too busy executing a will to see
“another AIDS movie.” But she assures It’s My Party is no downer.
“It’s sort of a different take on AIDS than we’ve seen in the cinema,” 4
she insists. “It’s not like your Philadelphiaor your Longtime Compan-
ion. It's not a tragedy. It’s more like...an action film.”

An AIDS action film. Okay. Though unavailable for preview,
favorable second-party descriptions of It’s My Party hint that it’s rife .
with the dishy flavor that Cho is quite adept at serving. '

But will it have resonance? We wouldn’t be one bit surprised. ¢

-

IN, ARTISTIG RIRECTOR

‘W/Zm(

€horeographed by Christopher Bruce.

Music composed and arranged by Carlos Miranda. Conceived by Lindsay Kemp. :

BROWN THEATER-WORTHAM CENTER"

7:30pm - FEBRUARY 22, 24, MARCH

DREW DonNova

1,2 2:00pm - FEBRUARY 25, MARCH 3

An impassioned ballet, Cruel Garden vividly evokes the life and work of the great Spanish poet Federico Garcia Lorc. A singular dance experience that will not be soon forgotten.

-
2 ) o » h inental
Ca" 22 7 ARTS or visit any muv/?‘.a.," outlet induding Foley’s, Flesta, Blockbuster Music or Randalls.  Far \hu—’rg_\-' Vinson &Elkins !é Cm“/:;:fli':rs
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This month,
OutSmart celebrates its
second year as Houston’s
gay and lesbian monthly
magazine.

We'd like to thank all our s
readers, advertisers, and supporters
for contributing to our success.

et,itdoesn’t seem fair. You've been reading OutSmart
for two years now, learning more and more about
Houston’s gay and lesbian community. But we
know so little about you personally.

Got a minute? Help us celebrate our “Terrific Twos.”
Complete this survey on the following two pages, answer
honestly (your first response is always the best), detach,
and mail or fax it back to us before April 15, 1996.

Your responses will help us continue to serve and provide
our ever-expanding OutSmart family with the informa-
tion you want and need.

And you just might win a
few nifty prizes in the process...

Please pull out the following four pages and send them to us. Thanks!



OutSmart Survey

This month, OutSmart magazine begins its third year of
publication. And we sure would like to know you better.

Please take the time to complete this survey. Unlike the
IRS, we haven’t calculated the “time required to complete
this form,” but hey, how about a few nifty incentives? First,
if you choose to give usidentifying information, respondents
to the first 50 surveys received here at our beautiful down-
town Montrose office will receive a year’s free subscription
to OutSmart magazine. Yes, you’llno longer have to fight the
crowds at Kroger on delivery day; just wait cozily in your
own little home for our arrival. Or, if you’re already on our
out-of-town subscription list, just think of the fling you can
have with that extra 16 bucks!

Also, all respondents who supply identifying informa-

tion will be eligible to win two box-seat tickets to the
Virginia Slims Legends Tennis Tournament, May 18 and
19, 1996, at the Westside Tennis Club or two tickets to the
very popular Meet the Players Party. Complete this survey
today—who knows the next time you might have the
opportunity to actually rub tennis elbows with Martina
Navratilova, Billic Jean King, and Virginia Wade?

Finally, here’s the real kicker: your opinions and the
feedback from this survey ARE important to us. By com-
pleting and returning the survey, YOU provide us with
valuable input as we plan our future issues. As a community
publication, we want to know the community and what
you'd like to see in the coming issues of OutSmart. Thanks,
and happy [ ing!

Identifying Information (*optional- You may of course

7. AS A RESULT OF READING OUTSMART,

respond anonymously, but what about those prizes?) | HAVE [check oll that apply
(] Talked about an article that I've read

“Your Nome (1 Used arficles/calendar for entertainment ideas
(movies, radio, TV, plays, fine arts, art openings,

Address museums, charitable benefits)

ity Stale Tp () Used a service or product of a business adverfising
in OutSmart

Telephone (7] Recommended an adveriser to my friends/family

8. HOW MANY TIMES IN THE LAST MONTH HAVE YOU
USED A PARTICULAR BUSINESS OR SERVICE ADVERTISED

:hg;:mx:mw[‘d::km?mm“ 4. HOW DO YOU READ QUTSHART? IN OUTSMART?
013 O Mom 'Dé 9 (] Right away (entire issue) 013 145
O OAlefth : ] When | have fime (entire issue) O C Mot ot ol
A 0 Moml pocr 9. WHICH CREDIT CARDS DO YOU HAVE?
2.1 ALSO READ [check ofl that apply : =00 s ks o) 00 MasterCord O Visa
[J Houston Voice J Houston Press [J Discover [J American Express
() Texas Triangle (] This Week in Texas [ Gos Cord [ Dept. Store
g:o";m o g:’frm 5. WHEN | FINISH READING MY ISSUE OF QUTSMART, L] None
I [check all that apply:
OtheAdvocate [ USA Today E[,‘Sm % m‘,'z':s'fn 10. GROSS HOUSEHOLD INCOME IN 1995 [check one]:
S m (] Ten Percent £ Gip o copy avtckes o save (] under $10,000 [C1510,000-519,999
=l oty (1520,000-529,999 (] $30,000-539,999
=i o [7540,000-549,999 (] $50,000-$59,999
ey [7560,000574999 (] $75,000-599,999
(7$100,000-5149,999 1 $150,000+
3.1 GET MY COPY OF OUTSHARTTH :
[check one]: g 6. HOW MANY OTHERS READ YOUR ISSUE OF OUTSMARR? 1, gyypy oY MENT STATUS [check ol that applyJ:
[ Subscription CJ1 person £32 persons O Fulltime [ Part-time
) Friend o relotive £33 persoms C14 persons O Disabiity O Unemployed
) Busines ussociate, doclor, o ovvar’ offics (2] Don't share my copy with anyone ] Full-fime student (] Retired
(] Distribution stop in my neighborhood
[please specify location]

12. WHAT KIND OF WORK DO YOU DO [check one]
[ Professional or Technical

[ Executive/Manager/Administrator

(] Sales/Marketing

(1 Clerical

[ Self-employed/Business Owner

(1 Home/Child Care

[ Student
(] Other

13. THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION COMPLETED
[check one]:

[ Some High School O High School Graduate
[ Associate’s Degree (] Technical School

[ Some College [ College Graduate
[ Post-Graduate Study () Post-Graduate Degres
14. GENDER
(] Male (] Female
15. DO YOU HAVE CHILDREN?
[ Yes O No
If yes, how many
16. RELATIONSHIP STATUS:
[ Single [ Divorced
(] Committed relationship {not married)

[ Legally married (] Widowed

17. | IDENTIFY MYSELF AS A [check one]:

[ Gay man [ Gay female

[ Leshian [ Bisexual male

(] Bisexval female (] Hetero/male

(] Hetero/female [ Transgender/male

(] Transgender/female () Do not wish to identify

18. MY AGE IS [check one]:
(] Under 18 g4 02529

[130-34 (73539 14044
] 45-49 (] 50-54 ] 55-59
[ 60-64 65+

19. RACE [check one]:

(] Africon American [ Asian
(] Nofive American (] Hispanic
] White (] Other

20. DO YOU CONSIDER YOURSELF AS “OUT*?
(] Yes, definitely (] Definitely not
[ Somewhat [1 Straight, but not narrow.

21.D0 YOU HAVE AN ON-LINE COMPUTER SERVICE

ACCOUNT? EXAMPLE AMERICA ON-LINE, INTERNET, ETC.

] Yes [ No
If yes, which one
22. MAY WE CONTACT YOU ABOUT THIS SURVEY?
[ Yes [ Yes, only if | win a prize
CINo [ Hell, No!

23. HAVE YOU PARTICIPATED IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING LEISURE

ACTIVITIES IN THE PAST 12

Dine of restourant
Attend live performances
See a movie at a theater
Rent videos

Watch felevision

Work out at home

Work out at a gym

Go fo o bar/nightclub
Attend religious service
Jog/run/skate/bike
Attend a charitable benefit

Perform volunteer activities

MONTHS? IF SO, HOW OFTEN?
2+MORE  ONCE
TIMES A
A WEEK

g
S-

0O0DDO0O0O0O0O0O0O0O
000000000000
000000000000
oooooooooooo E-8

24. HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE FOLLOWING ASPECTS OF OUTSMART?

Look/Design
Features
Columnists

Legal Advice
Financial News
Celebrity Inferviews
Opinion Pieces
HIV/AIDS Coverage
Travel

Humor

Colendar

Reviews

Local News Coverage  [J
National News Coverage [J
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25. MY FAVORITE PARTLS] OF OUTSMART IS:

[specify]
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26. MY LEAST FAVORITE PARTLS] OF OUTSMART IS:

[specify]

27.TOPICS YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE IN OUTSMART:

Feel free to odd any addifional comments. We value your opinions. Thank you!
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An Interview With
Adult Video Star Tom Steele

—hy Steven Foster—

Photography by Theresa DiMenno

ust as the heterosexual community is
often, and unjustly, reduced to being
abeled as “breeders” by some in the gay
community, conversely, the gay commu-
nity is even more often defined by mere
sexual activity, When challenged, we say
that it’s a matter of individual choice. Or
consensual activity between adults. Or
freedom of expression. Yet, it is often the
gay and lesbian erotic entertainment in-
dustry—constant fodder for our political
opponents—that has become one of our
Worst enemies:

To avoid being buried as a community
by stereotypes, it is necessary that we try
to understand them. In OutSmart’s first
sex issue, Steven Foster talks to adult
video star Tom Steele about the cash and
conscience of gay porn and its impact on
the life of one young man.
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few short years ago, Tom

Steele was one of gay porn’s

biggest stars. But after a mere four-

year rise to fame and naked glory, he left the

industry. In a frank conversation, OyzSmart

asks Steele how and why he began his career,

why he stopped, and what’s the business

really about—are blue movies gay erotica or
porno for pyros?

“Youwannaseesomething bbhorztsr21” asks
porn impresario Chi-Chi LaRue, practically
spitting on a near capacity crowd.

One of the industry’s most success-
ful—and richest—producers, LaRue, most
often seen in drag as he is this night, works
the crowd with sexually suggestive taunts.
Stalking the capacity crowd of the club with
his immense, glitter-smothered frame, this
dragmeister gestures wildly with pudgy fin-
gers and fleshy arms. His face is a contortion
of white pancake and blood-red rouge and
lipstick. Gigantic black mane apparently
solely responsible for the Antarctican hole
in the ozone layer, LaRue looks like a pre-
constructive surgery Roseanne possessed by
Satan and an overzealous makeup artist. His
appearance is even more puzzling when you
consider this is a man who has made
his fortune finding, recruiting,
grooming, and packaging gorgeous
young men for his pornographic
films.

The mostly male, mixed-age
crowd goes wild, treated to the shin-
ing gladiator-garbed Marco Rossi or
decadent leatherboy William Katt,
the two adult video stars appearing
for the crowd’s visual entertainment. While
the two beefy, buffed, shaved concoctions
of retrograde male fantasies strut to life on
the stage, LaRue gets down to the real busi-
ness of the evening—that for just five dol-
lars! you can touch the crevasse of a porn
star. And, after seeing the young boy do a
rather energetic series of push-ups and Rossi
climaxing bottled water over his chest, many
reach out their less-than-perfect arms, pale
fists clutching crumpled green fives that will
quickly and efficiently be snatched out of
their sweaty, still-wanting palms.

These (hardly) erotic exhibitions, com-
plete with photo ops (yes, you too can have
your picture taken with a porn star!), politely
termed “public appearances,” are all part of
the porno promo machine, and everyone
treats it as normal. Still, you get the feeling
Colin Powell did not dress up in cropped
military gear and gyrate on the counter of
Barnes & Noble during his last publicity
tour.

AV A

Thelittle plasticserving trayis set down
with a pleasant c/ick and, immediately, Tom
Steele examines the once-hip Japanese re-

sponse to the burrito.

“Is this scallops?” he asks suspiciously,
yet politely.

Frantically, the waitress begins search-
ing her ticket, pointing, justifying, accusing
him of, yes, ordering the yamagucci.

“That’s okay! That’s okay! I like it! It’s
fine,” Steele says quietly, hushing her panic.
Satisfied, sheis on her way. Heis unfailingin
his genteel manner, a kind of ersatz country
boy polite.

Steele’s face looks out onto Japon’s sea
of people busily swallowing their raw
lunches—life in the food chain. Delicate LA
Eyewear frames his large face. Study it just a
momentand it’s easy to see the strong Chero-
kee lineage from which he descends. Deeply
set and heavily lidded eyes encase strong
green pools that are clear and bright and
animal-wild. His large, strong nose forms a
solid profile, complementing long, drawn
cheeks and massive jawline. His lips, full and
pink against his dark complexion, barely
open when he speaks, but part freely when
laughing, which he does often, mostly at
himself. The laugh emitted is a kind of aw-
gosh-shucks, guilty schoolboy huh-hub. He's
a compact, perfectly proportioned 5’8", and

He will talk ahout sexual mechanics on the set,

then grin with glee over heing happily married
for nearly five years.

he moves his body with such small, little,
hunched-shoulder movements, it’s hard to
imagine what he once did for a living. But
what a living it was, making over $60,000
and only working five or six months out of
the year.
AV A

When Tom Steele first entered the world
of adult videos, it was at the crest of the first
gay wave. Almost overnight, it was no longer
the 18 mm silent film with bad ’70s music
and ridiculously exaggerated overdubbed
grunts and groans. No, somewhere between
the devil and the deep blue movie sea, gay
porn became something akin to an MTV
video extravaganza with entire scenarios,
elaborately staged fantasies, and highly com-
plex sexcapades shot on high Beta, complete
with sound, script (if not always a cogent
plot), and Madison Avenue-caliber slick
packaging. As homosexuality and homo-
causes demanded the national spotlight, gay
porn crept out of the darkness and into the
light as well. Blue movies, as they were called
eons ago, were now respectably command-
ing equal shelf space beside straight porn
and, in some cases, replacing them. There

was an insatiable hunger that growled s
loudly it demanded feeding. And there was 5
willing grocer ready to turn that tasty market
into a billion-dollar industry cranking out as
many as 800 videos in a single year. To make
it up-close and personal, this industry began
to make stars, icons you could fall in love with
and hold on to, Secret celebrities to the out-
side world, yes, but to the gay kingdom, their
names were as recognizable as any Holly-
wood hero. Sure, let them have their Stallone,
their Schwarzenegger, their Stone, and their
Cruise. We'd steal their monikers (Derek
Stone, Jason Cruise) and make up our own
(Jeff Stryker, Storm, and Tom Steele).

But for all these stars that were born,
there were also stars of the falling variety,
shot from the midnight sky of the indigo
videotape by paid sex, prostitution, money,
drugs, desire, and dismay. Burned-out, used-
up, AIDS-ravaged, overdosed bodies, both
dead and barely alive, litter porn’s glitter
trail.

Steele briefly details an upcoming per-
sonal appearance in Chicago with more than
a little fatigue. “They’ve got this leather bar
downstairs, but you have to walk through
this bathhouse to get to the theater,
so they’re gonna be people walking
around in towels. They can’t touch
you or anything like that. They're
pretty strict in Chicago.

“You can be arrested.”

AV A

It’s not surprising to hear Steele
be more than a little aware of the
statutes of the law. But this preoccu-
pation with legality is not so much to do with
porn, pot (he likes his pot), or even paranoia,
but history.

“We lived in St. Louis,” explains Steele
between bites. “My motherand father weren’t
living together. He wanted to get back to-
gether, so he brought us to Houston, came to
the Fifth Ward, left the next day, and we
never saw him again. I think I was younger
than 14, Was L angry? He’d done it before, so
I was used to it.”

After the exit of one father, Steele’s
mother was saddled with raising Steele and
his two brothers and sister alone in a neigh-
borhood that was both physical and spiritual
miles away from anything even resembling a
sushi bar. For the future little boy blue, life at
that time was startlingly black and white.

“I got my ass kicked a lot. And I kicked
alot of ass when I first got there. It was an all-
black area and here’s this skinny little white
boy. They’re always picking on you, so you
had to learn to fight. Or you pick up some-
thing like a knife and stab somebody.”

Steele’s hands hold the tiny china cup of
green tea. Up the smooth flesh of his forearm
isacrudetattoo, the outline of a heart withan
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arrow curling around and through it like a
snake. Unlike his brothers, with their con-
stant daily dead-man-walking-door-slam re-
minder (they are both incarcerated; one for
petty theft, the other for statutory rape), the
tattoo is the only remains of the fruits from
his youthful, minor league criminal labor.

“I stabbed somebody in junior high. A
football player. I was a little guy. His girl-
friend liked me. It wasn’t my fault, it wasn’t
my problem, but he said he was gonna kick
my ass after school. So I went by home ec.
and got me a knife. He was in the hallway
and he’s coming at me and I stuck it in his
leg, wham!, and took off running.”

He laughs. Hub-bub.

“He didn’t play football that season.”

Interestingly, Steele has portrayed a
football player in at least three films.

Hub-bub.

AVA

Strangely, he does this.

He will mention his younger brother’s
jail term, then nonchalantly add, “He’s gay,
t0o.” He will mention his mother’s ll health,
then joke about her needing insurance so he
can bury her.

He will move in small gestures, yet live
in millions of television screens in blatant
exhibitionism. He will seem so shy and al-
most childlike, yet throw in a mischievous
sexual confession. He will goof off in a
photo shoot and tease the photographer’s
cat, but glare at the camera like he was
scolding a lover.

He will talk about sexual mechanics on
the set, then grin with glee over being hap-
pily married for nearly five years.

AV A

Hishomeis just how youimagine some-
one who grew up stabbing football players in

the Fifth Ward and then came into money
might decorate it—Gallery furniture with a
sparkle of gay class. After a brief tour which
involves meeting the cats (they have their
own bathroom), Steele drops down onto the
TV room’s comfortable sofa and sparks up a
joint that would do Bob Matley proud.

“I was working in a tire shop at the
time,” Steele reminisces about his entry into
the business. “This guy camein to get histire
fixed—orsomething like that—and he came
back the second time and wanted to go out
and all that—tried to pick me up. We started
being friends and, then, well, became more
than friends, I guess.”

A year later, they moved in together
and, after that relationship disbanded, Steele
left, moving to Galveston.

“I started going to Garbo’s, and they
asked me if I wanted to dance there. Six
months wentbyand they asked if I wanted to
do videos and I said, no, I didn’t think so,
and then a year went by. I was dating some-
body, but he didn’t promise me anything,
and I told the guy, sure, I'd get in videos.

“I'm not sure if it was a good move or a
bad move.” Steele exhales a heady stream of
smoke. “But it ended all right.”

But in the beginning, it wasn’t all right.
In fact, to Steele, it was awful.

“Powerline was my first film. I made
like $3,000, worked for four days, nine hours
aday. I went, I can’t do this. It's not worth .
To me, it was too much pressure. I called my
manager and said, That's 72.”

The shame of nudity? The moral di-
lemma? The embarrassment of it all, having
all your nakedness and lovemaking tech-

—OVERHEARD CONVERSATIONS—

“I do not share under any circum-
stances,” states the lovely 40-year-old media
rep with clear white skin. “I don’t care what
their sexual orientation is. I don’t care what
mine is. I don’t share, I think love is very
special. I don’t think it comes along very
often in a lifetime. I think it is something to
be cherished.”

“That’s selfish,” whips her African-
American bisexual friend before summing
up what she feels is the real reason for her
friend’s view: “She’s heterosexual.”

“Never. I don’t watch porn,” says the
34-year-old equestrian. “My brother has a
couple. If my lover was in the business, I
may be jealous, but I wouldn’t ask him to
quit,”

“I’s a good aphrodisiac,” says another

40-year-old professional woman, But the
longer I watch the movie, the more I think it
may be just a job for these people.”

The36-yearold barkeep, when asked if
he would date an actor: “I have.”

“I have a long-distance relationship,”
explains the 32-year old young man. “Porn
keeps me from cheating on him.”

Thirty-year-old woman: “Ithink they’re
disgusting, I think there must be something
wrong with them for doing this.”

“I watch it,” confesses a 37-year-old
insurance investigator. “It’s something I en-
joy. How can I condemn them for partici-
pating in the very thing that I'm getting
enjoyment from? I think people who watch
porn and look down on those people doing
it are hypocrites.”
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niquesout there forall the anonymousworld
to see?

Nope.

“I didn’t mind the work. It was just
getting it up all the time and not having
sex,” sighs Steele. “All you're doing is dia-
logue—talking all day. In Falcon videos,
you hop in bed, you have sex, and they film
it. Three hours, the whole thing’s finished.
But, in Powerline, 1 was supposed to be
looking at these guys having sex and I'm
looking at a line on the floor.”

So, for the most part, ﬁlming orno is
the sexual equivalent of running fl:om the
Jurassic Park T-Rex against a blue screen.

But after his manager calmed him

infomercials for marketed meat, like Satur-
day morning cartoons are now just 30-minute
commercials for theme toys.

“They always tell you that’s where you
make the money,” admits Steele about the
escorting business. “I was fine with that. The
first year, I made $60,000 escorting and was
maybe working six months out of the year.

“Some people think that when you do
escorting, you're [beep!] all the time. I'd say
70 percent of the people don’t do anything,
theyjust want tosee you naked. $300an hour
or $2,000 a day for that.”

And that’s not including the radio net-
work exec who gave Steele $7,000 for a two-
day meeting, then hired him atan even higher
rate to baby-sit the man’s 21-year-old

boyfriend in Germany for two
weeks—a job that came with such
perks as the limo, keys to the 735
BMV, freewheeling spending ac-
count, and, as a thanks-for-playing
parting gift, a brand-new Rolex.
There’s also the parties, the boys, the
men, the favors, the gifts, the friends,
pseudo-friends, L.A. movers and
shakers, digging the dirt on everyone
you read about in People and the
Inquirer, and the like. But unlike
some, Steele invested his money,
saved money, even bought a club in
Galveston.

Justlikesome, Steele invested in
other things as well.

“WhenI gotintovideos, I didn’t
drink, I didn’t do drugs, nothing,”
Steele confesses. “ After that, you just
get into the scene. L.A.’s a big coke
city. I didn’t get hooked or anything,
but I like to party. I'd start at maybe
11:00 am doing X every hour on the
hour, doing an eight ball in a couple
hours by yourself, having orgies like
crazy. This is really what it’s like.”

Here, the line blurred in more
areas than just clean and sober, than
just wild and crazy. Green eyes look

“I didn’t know the difference between a lover sadly through smoke and memory.

and me having sex and getting paid for it and

“I didn’t know the difference
etween a lover and me having sex

dOing it on film,” Steele admits forcefully. and getting paid for it and doing it on

“And | didn’t know when to stop partying.”

film,” Steele admits forcefully. “And
I didn’t know when to stop partying.

down, Steéle finished the shoot, collected
his check, and “They all started calling.”
He would then go to work for and
receive top billing with Catalina and Fal-
con, two of the most powerful adult f'ilm
companies in the country. But it wasn’t just
the film work that earned him the income.
It's a common, though unspoken knowl-
edgein the industry that videos are, for lack
of a more precise term, mere commercn_als
for men. Sure, it might have started as fine
erotic entertainment, but later became

And I realized I just had to get out of
it. I looked in the mirror and I thought, I
want to kill myself. [t was all of it. Partying,
going out, screwing in L.A., starting in the
morning doing mushrooms,

“Idon’tknow. One day, I just looked in
the mirror and I could see the bones in my
face. I was getting skinny. I was killing my-
self. T called my manager and said, ‘Sell
everything I have, I want to quit.’”

Steele leans his head back, switling in
reverie. “And he got pissed,” he laughs, his
voice holding no judgment and an amazing

lack of incredulousness over the response to
his plea.

“So I sold everything I had and moved
to Houston and bought this place.”

The last video he made before quitting
was called A/l The Way.

Steele was one of the lucky ones.

AVaA

“One I enjoyed was Say Goodbye,”
Steele says softly. “That was a good movie.
We had a lot of fun in that movie.”

One of the landmarks of a new, almost
romantic phase of gay porn, there was actu-
ally a story behind this flick and, in the
movie, Steele and his young on-screen part-
ner expressed their love, doubt, and affec-
tion toward each other, complete with lots of
footage of the two young men walking on the
beach, wrestling, talking, flirting, and the
other f-word. Instead of the nasty, scene-
setting voiceover describing some gee-what-
a-coincidence situation with a coed or re-
pairman, in Goodbye, the dialogue is a long
love letter of sorts, a kind of rambling self-
dialogue about loving that one guy. The
movie’s surprisingly warm tone is a strong
reflection on what was going on before and
after production shut down between Steele
and his co-star, the popular pretty boy of
porn, Joey Stefano.

“I met Joey before he went into videos
through Michael Gere, another porn star,”
explains Steele. “We became friends. Every
time I went to L.A. we saw each other. He
wanted to get more serious in our relation-
ship, but I was like, I can’t live here in L.A.
Not if you're in videos. They’ll burn you out
real fast. I think Joey was the one I had the
most fun with. It was a lot of laughter, a lot
of giggling, it was a lot of fun.

“He’s dead now,” Steele says flatly.

Stefano’s death was one that rocked the
porn world. He was their great Italian-white
hope. Beautiful, handsome, fun, a “bottom”
(passive partners rarely make it to any level
of gay fame—anybody want to read into
that?), Stefano showed up in such main-
stream places as Madonna’s Sex book. But,
like many, Stefano got chewed up in the
meat-grinder machine that gay porn is.

“A friend of mine in New York called
me and told me he OD’d.” In the dim of the
entertainment room of his home, the televi-
sion colors Steele’s face in ever-changing.
hues of smoky gray, ice blue, mournful pink.
His green eyes stray from table to ceiling to
the window.

“Before he got into videos, he never did
drugs, just like me. They all start off and say
they won’t, but they hang out enough, every-
body does.”

Stefano wasn’t Steele’s only affair that
didn’t end well. And while one could apply
an intellectually persuasive chicken-or-the-
egg argument to promiscuity vs. porn, there
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are no clear-cut answers anywhere, more
like just another standard, albeit more dra-
matic, treatise on fidelity and trust in gay
relationships.

“Since the first guy Iwas with...” Steele
trails off, shaking his head at the memory of
betrayal. “I was in love with him. And I
came home to him in Galveston and found
him in bed with another guy and I just lost
everything, totally, no feeling whatsoever,
everything totally empty. I just left. All my
friends were like, “You were
taken care of!’ That’s not what
I'wanted. He realized that, too,

“I don’t know. One

six months and he told me he didn’t want to
doitanymore, he was trying todo something,
find something else. He had done one film
and after that, he said he would quit. I think
hewanted to quit before me, butit happened
alot quickerwhen we gottogether.Itold him
he was going to quit. I don’t want to seem like
the bad guy. The fact that it was in the past
was no big deal to me, but I don’t think I
could have dealt with it continually, because
then it wouldn’t have been like a monoga-
mous relationship, Technically, it’s not what
they do to make the film, but, yes, it’s mo-
nogamous.”

“He hasn’t made a film in
four years,” Benny declares,
draining his glass of tea. “Until

whenIleft. He tried everything. . now.
I bought my club in Galveston, da! ! just looked Avi
and he said, “‘Why don’t you i the mirror and | BB v sinoo o basne
closethislittle piece of shit down s 3
could see the movie,” says Steele, his tone a
and move closer to town and 2 kind of defeated anger. “Other
Illbuyyouthebiggestclubyou ~ bones in my face. ¢ Of Aspen 3. Not it's Other
want.” And I,sa'xd, ‘That’s not | was getting Side of Aspen 3 and 4.”
what; want.' I'd rat‘her do it skinny. | was In the advertising world,
fny’sel 1 doqt\{ant it. Money killing myself. | much like the Screen Actors
isn’t everything. g myseif. Guild, there are union rules and
Steel.e looks around the called my regulations binding companies
room“;%am. : w manager and said, who hire talent. If you want
€y say he was trying to . union-caliber talent, you have
get off the freeway, and he hit ‘Sell GVB'W""!I | to bena sigln::ory, thusyagree?ng
those dividers at 90 miles an have. | want to all the dictates and demands
hour in his Bentley Turbo. I to quit.”” of the actors’ union which, basi-
don’t know whether he killed y

himself or not, but it was leay-
ing Galveston after seeing me.”

AV A

They’ve been together over four years.

“Istill don’t know if he believes me or
not,” says Steele’s husband, Benny. “But it
wasn’t until we were going out after awhile
and some of my friends asked me if I knew
who he was.”

An ex-banker turned cosmetology stu-
dent, Benny is a charming, conservative,
thin Hispanic man with tailored taste in
both jewelry and clothing. He takes long
drags from his cigarette and rolls his eyes.

“I was shocked. I wasn’t offended. It
was just surprising. I mean, especially for
me, I worked for a bank, Mr. Conservative.
I hadn’t seen any of his films. Then, of
course, I wanted tosee them all.” [e laughs,
guiltily, but then smiles and shrugs.

“I think I’ve only seen two. I watched
them with him. He went out and got them.
Hedoesn’thaveany of them, which [ thought
was strange. We talked about it a lot, and he
told me what it took to make one of them
and when he told me, it took the thrill out of
that.

“We'd been going out together about

cally, ensures thatif you are paid

for doing one commercial,

video, movie, or whatever, they
cannot use extra footage, tape, or whatever
to make another without paying you. More-
over, in the advertising arena, you get paid
per cycle. If your voice runs in that radio or
your visage in a television commercial more
than the 12-week period, ka-ching! ka-ching!,
you get another check. This is not the way it
works for adult videos.

“Whatever they want to do with the
footage, they candoiit,” says Steele. “There’s
no union in this. I wish there was. I wish I
could start one, but they'd kill me. Falcon
Video s one of the most powerful com panies
there is. I don’t know how dark it gets. The
film companies are the ones making the
madney. I'm not trying to put anyone down,
the models all know what’s going on.”

And, ifyou're getting $5—$6,000 a scene
at the height of your career, as Steele was in
his day, you’re not going to BO screaming
through the set about union violations, Espe-
cially not on such a lavish shoot like Aspen.

Aspen was one of the most popular gay
videos ever filmed. Feeling the heat from the
now 20-plus video companies (not to men-

Continued on page 79
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perity are your personal goals for 1996, I'd
like to tell you about a company that of-
fers an effortless way to make an obscene
amount of residual income as well as some of
the most outstanding nutritional products on

I f having an abundance of health and pros-

Dr. Mindell’s nutritional formulations
contain natural immune-boosting ingredients,
powerful anti-cancer agents, and the stron-
gest antioxidants, vitamins, minerals, herbs
and amino acids known for life extension and
anti-aging properties.

—ADVERTISEMENT—

I believe that FreeLife’s products have
the potential to dramatically improve your
health, and if you’re looking for an easy way
to supplement your income, you can do that
too. That’s why business mogul Donald
Trump said if that if he had to do it all over
again he’d do business

the market today.

For over 11 years, I've
published Houston’s Up-
town Express, a holistic
health publication, as well
as OutSwmart magazine, As
a publisher, one of my per-

Want Better Health
and More Wealth

in 1996?

through network marketing!
All that’s required is to
take these very affordable
supplements each day and find
a minimum of three people
who will do the same. Then
you’re off to creating better

sonal missions has been'to
offer the latest information
on health breakthroughs when I hear it. That’s
why I’'m excited about a company called
FreeLife International.

FreeLife International, recently featured
in SUCCESS magazine, is a 10-month old
network-marketing company who teamed up
with Dr. Earl Mindell, America's. f.oremost
authority on vitamins and nutrition. Dr.
Mindell is the author of over 12 books,
including The Vitamin Bible (which has sold
over 7 million copies) and the ne\Vijreleased,
The Anti-Aging Bible, published by Simon and
Schuster.

Imagine a nutritional supplement that
contains an antioxidant that is 20 times
stronger than Vitamin C and 50 times stronger
than Vitamin E!

The ingredients in his nutritional formu-
las have been featured in hundreds of reports
and scientific research papers which show
why these herbs and vitamins should be in-
cluded in each of our diets if we want to ob-
tain and maintain optimum health. I can tell
you that I personally use these products and
have honestly noticed great improvement in
my health and overall well-being.

health and more wealth in no
time flat! Believe it or not, I do it in my spare
time! It’s almost like being paid to stay
healthy.

hether your goal is to im-
prove your health or to
make an extra $500-$2000

amonth part-time or more than $10,000
a month full-time, the timing could
never, even be better! Get in on the
ground floor, while you still can...call
me today at (713) 808-5060.




This is just one of the many stories from
the men in my sexual addiction pro-
gram. Unfortunately, there are many more.
Addiction is a human experience. Any actiy-
ity that influences and shifts our conscious
thinking holds addictive potential. Drugs
and alcohol influence experience

and, consequently, these sub- sex ﬂddi(ts

stances are highly correlated with

addiction. Additionally, sexual betome

behaviors, gambling, spending

LJ
money, shopping, excessive exer- mesmﬁﬂled
cise, and food are all activities or wi'h 'he ““-i"

substances that may influence sub-

jective experience. By definition ﬂlld "’Sh Of
then, any pathological relation- odrenuline 'hﬂt

ship with any mood-altering sub-

stance, thing, or activity that, de- 'hey UCIIieVG

spiteadverse consequences, is con-

tinued is considered an addictive °"|Y “"Wgh
behavior. The addict’s relation- 'heir obsessive
r

ship with a mood-altering experi-

ence then becomes central to his highly fi“mliled
patterns of

or her life,
Who are sex addicts, and

repressed their homosexuality; therefore,
recognizing and getting help for their sex
addiction also means coming to terms with
their true sexual orientation.

For sex addicts, the quest to duplicate
sexual euphoria becomes an obsession, Of-
ten neglecting and sacrificing
their jobs, family, friends, and
personal well-being, sex addicts
areinsearch of that sexual high,
again and again. Sex provides a
quick mood change, it is a reli-
able escape from the stresses of
their lives, and it is used to
mask pain. Eventually, sex ad-
dicts become powerless over
theaddiction, going out of con-
trol as the compulsion takes
control. Even harmful conse-
quences cannot deter sex ad-
dicts’ compulsion to repeat the
act and find temporary relief,
Sex addicts become powerless
to change, often wanting to
change and knowing that they

what are they hoping to find or sexuul behﬂvio[. have to change, but reaching a

escape through their sexual be-

havior? Sex addicts are both gay and straight,
male and female, and sex addiction cuts
across ethnic and economic lines. They are
people who, desperately afraid of any truly
intimate relationship, repeatedly and com-
pulsively try to connect with others through
highlyimpersonal, non-intimate behaviors—
masturbation, empty affairs, anonymous sex,
frequent visits to prostitutes, voyeurism, ex-
hibitionism, indulging in fantasies and por-
nography, visits to bookstores, and cruising
parks. Sex addicts become mesmerized with
the thrill and rush of adrenaline that they
achieve only through their obsessive, highly
ritualized patterns of

point where they cannot do so
without some outside help.
Even consequences like the threat of dis-
ease, disruption of family life, and public
humiliation aren’t powerful enough to ex-
tinguish the addiction. Like all addictions,
sex addiction is progressive, growing worse
with time and can eventually even lead to
insanity or death. These may seem like harsh
words, but the truth is that I have seen many
of my patients die from the consequences of
this addiction.
Practicingunsafesex whilein the throes
of his addictive behavior became a way of life
for one of my clients, who we shall call Walter,

ol Yearsoffrequentaffairswith
sexual behavior. Some b Barbara Levin both men and women, nu-
of those who are gay have y e merous visits to adult
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bookstores, tanning salons, and bathhouses
became a way of life. Coupled with his alco-
holic behavior, his addictions became a way
for him to numb the pain and suppress his
feelings of loneliness and despair. At some
point, he contracted HIV. Just recently,
Walter died. I had met him after he was
arrested for public lewdness and was admit-
ted to the hospital for a suicide attempt. It
was during his stay there that he finally real-
ized that he had been a sex addict for most of
his life. Some of Walter’s behavior patterns
included the following:

» He felt ashamed for anyone to know about
his sexual activities.

» He would hide these activities from others,
such as friends, family, coworkers, etc.

e He lived in fear of his double life—his
addictive/compulsive sexual behaviors and
his professional life.

e When acting out, he would describe feel-
ings of euphoria while engaging in sexual
activity.

e He often violated his ethical standards,
principles, and oaths of his profession.

e After acting out, his moods would often
shift from euphoria to depression.

* He used sexual activity to either escape,
deny, or numb any negative feelings.

e His behaviors interfered and were incon-
sistent with his spiritual and religious life
and practices.

¢ He would engage in addictive behavior
with little regard for place or time.

» He often jeopardized his own safety and
health by not taking reasonable precau-
tions or by going to unsafe places to
engage in sexual activity.

nuring his treatment, Walter learned to
control his compul-sive sexual behav-
iors, which is often a difficult and arduous
task. He began to understand the reasons
for his addictive behavior and worked dili-
gently in therapy, utilizing the 12-step pro-
gram in his recovery process. Walter had
also been addicted to drugs and alcohol but
remained sober during this whole process.
As he progressed, he began to set appropri-
ate boundaries in friendships and relation-
ships with other people. He was able to
develop a sense of his own self-worth, and
began seeing himself as lovable and attrac-
tive. Other people became not just sex ob-
jects to be used, but people to be cherished.
His shame and guilt about his past abuse
began to subside as he broke off relation-
ships with abusive people.

He also took control of his financial
life, something that was almost in ruin due
to his addictive behavior—he had spent
thousands of dollars on pornographic mate-

rials, 900 sex-line numbers, and visits to
prostitutes. In order to maintain his physi-
cal and emotional well-being, he engaged in
healthy activities, and being able to identify
his manipulative and intimidating behay-
iors toward others, he was finally able to
participate in a loving, intimate, and com-
mitted relationship. During the three years
that he was in treatment, he was always
insightful, introspective, and sensitive to
the needs of others. When he died, he lefta
legacy that will not be forgotten. Hisstruggle
for growth and his connection with his
Higher Power eventually brought him to a
place of peace. Walter’s story is not unique;
his commitment to his recovery, however,
was.

As Walter once said in a letter, “This
war we fight is not all darkness. I am happy,
and my heart is full of joy. [As a] real
person, I love more than ever before. [ have
claim on more faith and hope than I could
ever imagine. I experience life each and
every moment, and I am filled with it. Not
perfection, but humanness continues de-
spite the presence of my disease.”

Barbara Levinson, Ph.D., RN, LMFT, is the
director and founder of the Center for Healthy
Sexuality. She is a clinical specialist in psychiat-
ricnursing, bas extensive training in individual,
family, and marital therapy, and bas a special-
ized program at the center directed toward sex
offenders and sex addicts.
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life's adventure through....

* New Decision Therapy

Sandra Nicholas

For information
and an appointment,
call 713/522-0990.

* Psychic Readings
* Feng Shui Consultations

* Life Purpose Readings
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Massage * Reflexology * Polarity » Shiatsu

¥ o

Aromatherapy Baths
Facials * Salt Scrubs * Seaweed Wraps
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CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
713/942-0923

3100 Richmond * Suite 204
Houston, TX 77098

Alan Davidson, Director

Your Place or Ours

- -
TOUCH WITH INTEGRITY

Registered Massage Therapist )

Either way - no crowds, no intimidation, & no sweat (Well,

maybe just a little),

Ours‘ls a private training studio complete with state-of-the-art
Cybex” and free-weight equipment. Bottled water and bath
towels are complementary. And we can even set up a relaxing

massage,

We offer a variety of effective programs for men and women.
Everything from body shaping & weight control to strength

training & HIV health management.

Here, workouts are scheduled by appointment SO vou never

have to worry about feeling out of place, crowded out,
or like you just don't belong. But if that's not enough,

Just let us know - we're even prepared
to make house calls,

MUSCLE
MECHANICS

A better way to reach your body's potential

713.523.5330

THE DATING GAME

Jim Lang never knew how easy he had it.
Today, dating means much more than choosing
from Bachelor Number One, Two, or Three...

ave you ever been on a date where, halfway through the

evening, you realized something about him that just made

you have to go to the restroom and laugh? Like the time in
college when I went out with a guy on the swim team whom
everybody wanted to go out with, He was cute, had a great smile, and
a swimmer’s body. But as I was sitting across the table from him at
dinner, it suddenly occurred to me that he reminded me of a lemur.
You know, the cute South American animal with the big sick-out
ears, triangular face, and cute soulful eyes? And I thought to myself,
“Wait a minute. [ can’t datea pez.” So I had to goto the restroom and
laugh, because, of course, it would be rude to laugh in your date’s
face...and hard to explain.

Generally speaking, there are a couple of different approaches
to the dating game. There’s the focused approach, where you choose
one person to ask out—or be asked out by—and you focus your
energy and thoughts on that one date.

Whatever your approach, before you even get to the first date,
the critical moment of making the date must occur. There ought to
be some simple method for this, along the lines of how I read in the
World Book Encyclopedia when I was ten that a child is conceived
when the man places his penis in the woman’s vagina. Simple
enough, I thought then. Much more complex, I realized later.
Asking for a first date is sort of like that.

Whether you meet in a bar, the gym, a business networking
group, or out rollerblading (braking being the greatest problem
there), it’s always a contest of nerves: Who will ask whom out?
Generalized groping is inappropriate and doesn’t count, and is
especially difficult on the aforementioned rollerblades. As the con-
summate coward, I usually let the other guy ask me out. Though, of
course, engraved name and number cards tend to ease the process.
(I jest, of course. They're thermograph.) When he finally pops the
question, the next decision is what to

Thisis sometimes called puttingall your
eggs in one bastard, with credit to Dor-
othy Parker for the quote. The other
approach is the shotgun or scattershor
approach when you just load both bar-
rels and let fly. My friends have a word
for this dating approach: slut. But dat-
ing does not automatically imply sex, [~
and you have to open plenty of Captain [* |
Crunch before you find the magic de- |
coder ring that fits you. I often take the
shotgun approach myself, which, I real-
ize, tends to make me sound like Barbie

do for the date. Where I live in the
South, it's dinner, probably an out-
growth of the Southern hospitality
thing—and there you are at lemur
city. In the rest of the world, it seems
to be coffee, except in California,
where it’s mineral water or low-fat
gourmet yogurt or something.

No matter what your dating style
is, that first date is always the “inter-
view date.” Sort of like dinner with
the Gestapo. But one where you're
worried about how you look. There

at her Malibu Beach House (“If your
name is John, this must be Thursday”).

are, of course, a couple of predate
coping mechanisms to ease the

10-6 Mon-Sat,
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trauma. If your mood is right—and you go to the gym six days a
week—you can wear something body-conscious to distract him. The
theory is that if his tongue is on the floor all evening, he can’t ask too
many questions. This usually works. Or if your style is more re-
strained, you can try the boy-next-door look. Dress like Opie all
grown-up, and let him ask the questions, to which you respond
enigmatically. Confusion is a strategic advantage, and he’ll never
suspect your ploy when you look like Andy Griffith is your dad.
Any way you try to defuse it, though, it’s still an
interview. One where you’re trying to keep the lettuce
from sticking between your teeth. Inevitably, there is the

...There are a

Santa Claus, and I don’t know if I want Kris Kringle in my chimney.
A green one brings back those childhood Lucky-Charms-Lepre-
chaun-run-amok nightmares. Then, of course, there’s my favorite,
blue. It looks like Papa Smurf, I can’t help throwing my voice and
crying out “Smurfette! Are you in here?” Which tends to break a
mood pretty quickly.

But I digress. Before you reach the later dating issues of humor,
hygiene, and bedtime fashion, a more immediate question comes to
mind: Who calls whom after the first date? Ifit’sa great
date, you both leave messages on each other’s voice
mails the morning after, If it’s a good date, one of you

usual slew of questions. Where are you from? Where did  gpuple of different leaves the other a message the next afternoon. If it’s a

you go to school? Did you empathize with the ice pick-

bad date, your eyes started to glaze over during coffee,

wielding murdererin Basic Instinct? Theinsidious part to 8pp|‘080h8$ to the and he didn’t take the car out of gear when he dropped

the interview date is that you know you have to go datmg game.
through it to get the job, if and only if both of you agree
5 There’s the

to hire each other. And dating thereafter #s like a job,

you off. A great date leaves you smiling as you ponder
the next date, and you find yourself wondering if your
last names sound good together in hyphenated form. A

albeit with some unusual perks (kissing, heavy petting, focused approach, good date leads to thoughtsthat, like a good wine, more

sex, Saturday mornings in bed—you get theidea), fraught
with issues and complexities.

dates could get better over time. A bad date means that

where you choose even if you'd gone as Opie-all-grown-up-but-naked,

For instance, there is the potential issue of incom- one person to ask things wouldn’t have been any better. Or, if you're

patible senses of humor. Like the time when I spent

particularly charitable, and he at least stopped the car

Easter in Pennsylvania with my ex-boyfriend. Wewerear  OUt—0F be asked  when he dropped you off (though he didn’t take it out

a table of 16 of his closest friends at brunch, when I out hy and you

announced, in a voice like I was holding a cigarette, that

of gear), you can give yourselves the benefit of the
doubt and try one more time. It’s all a part of the dating

we had celebrated Easter in the most appropriate fash-  fOCUS your energy game.

ion: Early in the morning, we’d both risen. My boyfriend and thﬂughts on

was not amused. One of the reasons, no doubt, that he is

now an ex. (Speaking of ex’s, when someone who you that one date.
thought was a prince turns out to be the wicked witch in This is sometimes

disguise, do you: (A) cry for a month, (B) ignore it and go

on with your life, or (C) put his parents on the P-FLAG  called pllttmﬂ all
your eggs in
personal nature. Like the issue of navel lint. Withour gne bastard...

mailing list?)
There are even problems of a more, shall we say,

getting too detailed, say you’re getting hot and heavy, and
you notice from your close-up view that your partner’s navel has a
fuzzy resident. It happens to the best of us, but there’s a clear dating
etiquette question involved. Do you: (A) ignore it, (B) discreetly
removeitand say nothing, or (C) yell, “Navel lint! Get the dustbuster!”
I tend to opt for the Electrolux, as in, “Nothing sucks like an
Electrolux,” my favorite ad campaign when I was living in England.
While we’re at it, and along similar lines, who invented colored
condoms? More importantly, what were they thinking? Put a yellow
oneon, and it’s like getting boinked by sunshine. A red onelooks like

At certain parties, a friend of mine and I used todo
our own abbreviated version of Gone With the Wind,
which we called Gay With the Wind. He played Rhett,
and I played Ashley. We would embrace, and I'd look
up at him and say, “Oh, Rhett!” with as much passion
as I could muster. He'd reply, “Oh, Ashley!” and we’d
move closer in each other’s arms. Then I'd say, “But,
Rhett, what of Miss Scarlet?” And he’d answer,
“Frankly, my dear, I don’t give a damn!” and we’d kiss
passionately. The only person who didn’t like this
display was my mother at my 25th birthday party, but she’d never
seen me lock lips with anyone before, much less with a tall man calling
himself Rhett. Still, that’s the kind of dating moment that we all
fantasize about—or, at least, I think we all do. Okay, I do. The kind
where the game is over, the passion overwhelms you, the interview is
past, and you don’t have to worry about laughing at a lemur.

Kevin Isom is an attorney and writer in Atlanta. His work bas appeared in
several newspapers, magazines, and anthologies.

FRAISING - TEACHING
HINCOURAGING

Healing for ALL God’s People
Join Maranatha MCC along with Chadash Ministries from Long

Beach, CA for a powerful weekend of teaching and healing.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH BY REV. JANE]

Many people are involved in a recyding plan in their neighborhood, We are recyding newspaper,
aans, phistics and gass. Have you ever thought about being recyded yourself? Do you ever go through
cycles in your life where you continue to have simifar experiences a8 if you are trying to catch on to 2
lesson or principle for i The children of srael want through what may be described a5 the “Bless and
Test” principle. They learned in Egypt that God lowed them and would never abandon them. They
experienced first hand that God is their Deliverer as Moses stretched forth his saff and watched the
Red Sea part. They tumed around and saw their enemies hot on their trail, The waters dosed in around
the chariots and destroped the enemy. God led them into the desert of Shur, If you've ever been ina
desert, you cn be SURE it is for learning purposes! It was only three days after this miracious
experience that they began to moan and complain about not having water to drink. Is there something
wrong with this picure! God, who delivered them from a nation of people.is now unable to provide

Friday, Jan. 19th Evening of Praise and Worship

7:00 PM with Chadash Ministries.
Saturday, Jan. 20th Workshops
9:30-10:30 “Healing Through Praisc and Worship™

10:45-12:00
1:00-2:30
7:00 PM

“Personality Types/Blocks to Ministry™

“Receiving God's Inner Healing”

Healing Service with Chadash
Sunday Morning Service: 11:00 AM

For more information call Rev. Janet Parker @ 713/528-6756
CHURCH OFFICE: 3400 MONTROSE. SUITE 600
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drinking water in the desert! How quickly we forget God's wonderful strength and might and care and fove for us. What we feam is that
we may be delivered out of Egype, but it takes a Wetime 1 gec Egypt out of us. God doesn't always let our life be withowt trial and testing
There are basically three reasons why we are allowed to march around in cirdes in the desert of “You can be SURE" First, God wants to
«uchu:dmwrmenizsnGoo‘senuriumo(Fxod.u23:22),Mmrulhed\xGodummm.ormmF;u Godis for
us. Secondly, God allows testing to teach us how to fight our real enemy (Exodus 1526 and Judges 3:1€4). i you've never been in combat,
you don't know how to use the ammunition property and effectively. God's word tells us that we do ot fight against Resh and blood, but
against the unseen forces of evl. Our weapons are not with knives and guns, bat prayer, fith, the Word of God, truth, ight sanding with
God,em(&lmimé:lﬂl?).tmwmwumh.aMhmMnmmMmmmmmmdm
23:10 and saiah 48:10), Job learned chat through his testings he became like reined gold. It i in the humace of afficcion that we are
deansed and purified. Alo!mrebeml\lmWeimmedm;uh&wwpdhmm.ﬂmaneﬂdnhmm‘shﬁt,
there will be 2 crown of gold for you on the other side. God's blessings are for those who Gin see God in the midst of the trials. What we
endure will reap an abundant crop of good things. Not too many of us have the ability to walk directly into success, It that round sbout
Journey that keads us to the place where we can appredate, manage and enjoy in 2 healthy way the success that life brings to us. ki God's
grace that helps us prioritze the things that really matter in be. o if you feel that you've been around that mulberry bush more than cnce,
don'tfret. Look for the rainbow—watch for the hand of God, or whatever sign God gives you to know you're being sustaned through dhis
time of testng. The pot of gold is waiting on the other side.

PP S ———

Theresa DiMenno
Photographer
713/862-4604

ETCHED INMEMORY.
PRESERVED IN GRANITE.

THE AIDS MEMORIAL BOOK.

It's made of solid granite and bordered “panels” in which

you can inscribe the name and date of your departed
family member or friend. Proceeds are donated to AIDS
charities through an advisory board composed of local
leaders in AIDS-related services. To make an
appointment to see the terrace, call a Forest Park
Lawndale representative at 921-6623.

The Foundation for Interfaith Ministry & Research
and Forest Park Lawndale
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HIV Support Group
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1919 Decatur Houston, TX 77007
[((WER ington @ White. . .between Studemont & Housto

713-861-9149

http://www.ncosoft.com/~meer/meer.html

GRAND OPENING FEB. 26-MARCH 2

R GOT
WevE 2SS !I#lz.,.

POSTAL & B

FREE

SINGLE SIDED

REG. 99¢
WITH THIS AD
EXPIRES 03/31/96

KE I o) WITH THIS AD :
Lyssssweeseenanasnnse o sisees e AbIREY SHTURGEEES

(ACROSS FROM RANDALL'S ON SHEPHERD)
2620 S. SHEPHERD DR. HOUSTON, TX. 77098

Airborne

L

SN NNt s s s s s s s s s s A s s e
R S SR

(713) 528-7678
POSTAL & BUSNESS
SERVICES




CORDELL & HALEY, LLDP.
Attorneys at Law
1712 Fairview Suite 1 @ Houston, TX 77006

Y

Employment Law
Consumer Litigation
Dersonal Injury

Wills
Christine . Cordell Sheila R. Haley
5222488

Not certified by the Texos Board of Legol Specialization

CAFE MAISON
COFFEE ROASTERY

Houston's only gay owned &
operated cofffee roastery.

ied Srarbucks |
¢ customers 1€
2‘2asted in Seattle) and Brothers |

but still |
d in New }etsey)
(r::;z (;AFE MMSON coffee
l;\'e.sh roasted in Houston

2089 WESTHEIMER AT SHEPHERD
(713) 528-6750

Walk-ins
Welcome!

DEBBIE’S
STYLE
SHOP

Men, Women, Children

869-8977

2726 White Oak Dr. in the Heights
10am to 7 pm Tues - Sat
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“Matchmaker, matchmaker, make me a match,
Find me a find, catch me a catch...”

—Ancient lesbian folk tune

Confessions of a
Gay Matchmaker

by Wendi E. Stinson-Phoenix

enIwasinmyearly20s, I discov-
ered existentialism: We are born
alone, we live alone, and we die

alone, ultimately. Following this interpreta-
tion, I created a love affair with myself and
bought into the notion that T was this self-
sufficient martyr, watching (and being cyni-
cal of) other people fumble toward what I
thought was intangible rela-
tionship bliss. I was a roman-

political commitments led to our founding
Alternative Visions, Texas’ first video intro-
duction/relationship service for the gay and
lesbian community. Its origin addresses
“revisioning” the way in which we meet and
relate to each other in the community, with
either the goal of developing friends or
lifemates.

Working with the com-
munity through Alternative

tic who needed no one—I Our community, Visions by positively impact-
could fill myself withlove and perhaps because of ing the gay and lesbian com-
knowledgeand neverhaveto | 2 . munity through opportunity
risk being trulyintimate with its llOllﬂGa| and social  andeducation about positive,
other human beings. : healthy, long-term relation-

By thetimel fad neared Oppressian, coupled ships has been one of the most
the end of my “trying twen-  With the lack of rewarding experiences imag-
ties,” most of the goals I had L inable. As lesbian “Yentas,”
worked so hard to realize— hea“hyv visible role we have learned from our-
professional, educational,  madels has left us selves and our clients a great
personal, and spiritual—had ; deal about what our commu-
begun the unfolding process. confused and feellng nity wants and needs within a
I was thrilled with the fin- . relationship: honesty, inti-
ished product. When I turned incompetent mgardmg macy, commitment, growth,
myvision toward thefuture,T  how to make a fun, and the willingness to
could see myself happy and 4 : share our lives with one an-
successful. relationship work. other.

As the years passed,
however, I feltanagging lone-
linessand I, alone, couldnot ~ take work.
touch this space. I realized
that messages of isolation had been pro-
grammed into me at an early age and self-
reinforced through mysearch forlife’s mean-
ing. These messages, however, werein direct
opposition to my maturing need for intimacy.
My restlessness emerged from an absence of
aspecial person with whom I could share this
life I had painstakingly created.

When I first laid eyes on Trudi, I felt my
heart smile for the first time since my child-
hood. I knew I would no longer pine for an
existential life. Instead, I deliberately changed
some of my old beliefs to new ways of being
that were more conducive to participating in
an intimate relationship with someone sig-
nificant in my life.

When we met, Trudi and I exchanged
ideas and dreams for the future. Our mutual
ambition and our interest in humanitarian/

And, alas, it does

One of the challenges

from our clients has been an

overt resistance to committed
relationships. It's what we say we want and
need, though we put forth very little effort to
achieve it. Our community, perhaps because
ofits political and social oppression, coupled
with the lack of healthy, visible role models,
has left us confused and feeling incompetent
regarding how to make a relationship work.
And, alas, it does take work.

The work that we do within Alternative
Visions concerns educating ourselves and
each other about the process of relation-
ships, not just the goal of relationships. En-
couraging our clients to take notice of the
process involved in co-creating the concept
of “The Couple”—meeting, courting, and
realizing a substantial relationship—is inte-
gral. Monthly relationship education work-
shops, facilitated by noted psychologists and

Continued on page 79

Trudiand I haveencountered

THINGS TO DO TODAY

1. Scrub the toilet.
2. Clean the mold off the shower door.

%, Dust the miniblinds. .
4. Scour the oven and wash the dishes.
5. Wash the windows.

6. Stop torturing yourself by doing theee thinge.

7. Call Tony at MAN-MAID and
schedule an appointment today.

Let our team of affordable professional
cleaners do your dirty work for you.

Teny Akin’s

Man-Maid

CLEANING SERVICE
(work) 993-9737
(pager) 764-6961
i ,&u
Free Consultation and Estimates * Standing or Individual
Appointments * Move-in, Move-outs
Garage Apts to Estates * Prompt, Personal Service

in a comfortable, homelike setling.

Bruce W. &mith, D.D.&.
General Dentistry

1006 Missouri Strect @ Houston, TX 77006
(713) 529-4364

MC, VISA, AMEX, DISCOVER, HEALTHCAP
 Most insurance accepted after confirmation =

ositive

Houslon

1oy

Are You
HIV Positive?

We Can Help!

If you have tested HIV Positive,
Bady Positive
offers several free, confidential programs:

&\ Positive Friend is a program designed for individuals who
have recently tested HIV+. You are matched with another
HIV+ person for a series of three, one-on-one meetings. The
goal of this program is to provide you with information,
support, and a safe place to share your feelings.

F N Peer Counseling is a weekly support group of 12 HIV+
individuals that meets nine times to discuss emotional,
psychological and medical issues impacting those living
with HIV.

4 Women's HIV Coalition offers several programs that
address the unique needs of women living with HIV.

For more information call —————

Body Positive
524-2374

Offering jggn'tle, ‘private,';jﬁj -
individualized care for adults

Plan B

Recruiting

5 Top Leaders
to Open
Houston Market

CAll (713) 737-1042




Do you
have

Kaposi’s
Sarcoma?

WE NEED
VOLUNTEERS
FOR A
RESEARCH
STUDY!

*TOPICAL GEL

* ALL PATIENTS

RECEIVE STUDY
DRUG

* NO COST

TO PATIENT

* PARKING

IS PAID

« IF YOU BENEFIT,

TREATMENT

MAY CONTINUE

SPV s__‘42.96 (plus tax)

Beta-Carotene 100 gels $4.46

Vitamin C 100 tabs  $7.09

Vitamin E 100 gels  $6.47

Grape Seed Extract 60 tabs  $22.00
Anfi-Oxidant Formula 60 tabs ~ $22.00
Memory Mate 60tabs  $22.00
NAC Sustain 100 tabs  $10.73
Co-EnzymeQ10 60 caps $10.40
Liquid CoQ10 4Fl.Oz. $21.50

To Order By Phone
713.880.2338

Prince Street M,“,ka} BuyersClub

Box 131594 « Hous

\.

CALL

U.T. Dermatology
Research Center

(713) 794-5232

IF YOU HAVE HIV AND MONEY
HAS BECOME A CONCERN ...

We understand the financial difficulties that
occur when living with a life threatening illness.

(VBF) secures purchasers for your life insurance
policy, providing you with the funds you need to-
day. We simplify the entire process, creating the least
amount of stress on you.  Our clients peace of mind
and well being is our NUMBER ONE CONCERN,

We are committed to securing the absolute high-
est possible purchase price for your policy, while
maintaining the utmost in confidentiality.

VBF is proud to be a National sponser
of AIDS organizations.

2 Viaricar BeNerirs
¥ Founpation. Inc.

Gay Owaed and Operated _

Please call for more information.

1-800-871-9440 . .00 |

FI LAUDERDALE o CLEVELANE
PHOENIX » CAMDEN

Learn more about our free Physicians Hotline, Available to all
Viatical Benefit Foundation clients, Along with our 24 Hr. Crisis
Intervention Hot Line, Staffed by certified HIV counselors.

We are family concerned about the well being and security of all other families.

HIV/AIDS WATCH

dating, and relationships. They are designed to entertain and inform
men on ways to stay healthy and happy. The two house-party formats
are called “Erotic Choices,” a safer sex workshop, and “Love, Lust
and Intimacy,” focusing on self-esteem and relationships. These
workshops have already made a powerful impact in the community.

FDA Approves Eye Implant for

Treatment of HIV-Related Blindness

ecently, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) ap-
proved a new treatment option for the most common cause
of blindness in people with ATDS.

The ganciclovir implant (Chiron Pharmaceutical) was ap-
proved 6-1 for the use of CMV retinitis, an eye infection that strikes
40 percent of all people with AIDS, The device is surgically im-
planted inside the eye, thereby delivering the antiviral medication
directly to the retina in a time-released fashion. This new option
bypasses the many problems—long infusion times, catheter infec-
tions, and potential serious side effects—associated with the use of
intravenous ganciclovir or foscarnet, the established drugs used to
treat this debilitating infection,

Chiron’s study found that the implant slowed progression of
the retinitis an average of 194 days compared to 72 days for patients
receiving intravenous ganciclovir. The FDA panel, however, did
express concern that giving physicians the ability to treat retinitis
locally might encourage them not to treat systemic CMV. Therefore,
two panelists suggested that patients should consult an internist
before receiving the ganciclovir implant and continue to receive
systemic treatment with eitherintravenous ganciclovir or foscarnet,
or oral ganciclovir.

Nonetheless, this is an exciting new surgical option for the
treatment of CMV retinitis—the most devastating eye infection in
AIDS patients.

Roberto Diaz-Rohena, M.D., is assistant professor of uveitis and
vitreoretinalsurgery at Baylor College of Medicine. For more informa-
tion on this or other treatment options for CM Vretinitis, contact Dr.
Diaz at 713/798-3760.

Great SEXpectations Program Seeks Volunteers

IDS Foundation Houston's (AFH) “Great SEXpectations”

program is looking for gay and bisexual men to host house

arties and/or assist with outreach efforts. The aim is to

directly and indirectly stress the importance of safer sex, testing,

and talking about important issues affecting the health and happi-
ness of the community.

The house parties involve small workshops set up in individual

homes for groups of men to discuss their concerns about HIV , SEeX,

For more information, please contact Bart Loeser at AFH, 713/

623-6796.

From Gaynet Wire Service

Fight on HIV
Military Discharge

WASHINGTON — Under sharp
criticism from AIDS activists and his
own AIDS policy advisors, the Clinton
White House says it will try to over-
tumn a provision of the defense reau-
thorization bill that would force the
discharge of military personnel who
are infected with HIV. The Pentagon
also joined in backing efforts to repeal
the anti-HIV provision, which was
tacked on the spending measure by
Rep. Robert Doman (R-Calif). De-
fense Dept. spokesman Ken Bacon
said the military had "several lines of
defense” in overtuming the Doman
amendment, with a direct legislative
repeal in Congress being its prefer-
ence. Bacon said Sens. Sam Nunn (D-
Ga), Barbara Boxer (D-Calif), Ted
Kennedy (D-Mass.), William S. Cohen
(R-Maine), and Rep. Peter Torkildsen
(R-Mass) have all indicated they may
introduce legislation to gut the Doman
anti-HIV provision. Another possibility
being discussed, Bacon said, was a
presidential executive orderthat would
effectively circumvent the HIV discharge
measure, although he declined to dis-
cuss details. White House spokesman
Michael McCurry also mentioned the
possibility that the administration may
try torepeal the forced discharge policy
through a federal lawsuit, arguing that
the provision is unconstitutional.

AIDS Researchers
Cautiously Declare

a ‘Home Run’

WASHINGTON — A combina-
tion AIDS treatment using a new class
of drugs has produced startling results
in clinical trals, eliminating detectable
traces of HIV from patients' bodies.
Even many normally cautious scientists
are calling the therapy a “home run"
that has AIDS experts more excited

about fighting the epidemic than they
have been in years. The virus isn't
completely eliminated from the body
by the new treatment, researchers
say, because once the treatment is
stopped, levels of the virus rise again.
They also caution that longer-term
tests are necessary to determinehow
long the drugs will continue to work.
But researchers were quick to point
out that the therapy—which involves
high-dose use of a new class of drugs
known as protease inhibitors—has
held firm in some patients for more
than a year, “The data is true, and it's
unbelievable,” said Dr. Raymond
Schinazi of Emory University in At-
lanta, after hearing the drug results
presented at the Third Conference
on Retroviruses and Opportunistic
Infections. “There's no toxicity, It's a
home run!" Protease inhibitors block
HIV by interfering with the virus’ final
stage of reproduction, in which newly
made HIV is packaged and spewed
out of infected cells. One protease
inhibitor, saquinivir, manufactured by
Hoffmann-LaRoche, has been licensed
for low-dose use by the Food and
Drug Administration. Two others are
well along in clinical testing: indinavir
(made by the Merck Co.) and ritonavir
(an Abbott Laboratories product).

Milk Protein
May Block Trans-

mission of HIV

NEW YORK — Scientists with
the New York Blood Center say re-
search findings to be published in
Nature Medicine detail the discovery
of a protein compound derived from
common cow’s milk that appears to
help prevent the transmission of HIV.
The chemically modified version of
the protein, known as B69, adheresto
receptors on the body's CD4 cells
andappears to prevent the virus from
using those receptor sites as an entry
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point to attack the cells. The researchers say the
discovery is important because the modified protein
could be developed into an ointment for use during
sex that could provide a temporary barrier against
HIV. Because the compound is relatively inexpensive
and the raw material is widely available, they said it
could be especially useful in less developed nations in
combating the spread of HIV.

Military Discharge for HIV
Passes House;

Clinton Expected to Sign

WASHINGTON — The House has passed a
$265 billion defense spending measure that includes
a controversial provision requiring HIV-positive ser-
vice members to be discharged from the military.
Although President Clinton had objected to the HIV
provision, which was tacked on the spending bill by
Rep. Bob Doman (R-Calif), White House press
spokesman Mike McCurry said the President would
sign the measure because "on balance, this bill does a
lot of important things." Rep. Barmey Frank (D-Mass.)
denounced the Doman amendment as “gratuitous
cruelty.” The Pentagon, which did not support the
HIV-discharge provision that Doman inserted, says
there are about |, 150 infected service members who
would be affected by the amendment,

New AIDS Drug
May Cut Deaths by Half

WASHINGTON — AIDS researchers from the
University of Ottawa at the Third Conference on
Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections have re-
ported increased survival among patients receiving a
protease inhibitor called ritonavir. Abbott Laborato-
ries, the drug manufacturer that makes ritonavir, has
applied for regulatory approval to market the drug,
under the brand name Norvir, in the United States.
This action would pave the way for increasing the
availability of the drug worldwide. The Canadian
researchers reported that a study involving some
1,100 patients at 67 medical facilities around the
world found that patients taking ritonavir died or
became gravely ill at only half the rate of AIDS
patients who were not taking the drug. Until the
federal Food & Drug Administration moves to ap-
prove the new drug, however, Abbott is making
ritonavir available to some 2,000 patients intemation-
ally chosen randomly in a medical lottery.

Americans’ Fear of
HIV Infection Drops

WASHINGTON — Americans' fear of being
infected with HIV has dropped dramatically during
the past 10 years, according to an ABC News poll.
The telephone survey of 509 adults in the US.
indicated that just |7 percent said they feared being
infected with the virus, the smallest percentage re-

VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS

713/641-9299 (Houston)

1-800-505-9673
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
CALL FOR CATALOGUE
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RAINBOW FLAG JACKETS
New Glory or 6-Banded Rainbow ................ $70

RAINBOW SHORTS
W 6-Banded Flag
WV New Glory "1
W Pride Stripes (100% cotton)....

Available os boxers or walking shorts

RAINBOW FLAG (375
W 6-Banded (polyester)

'V 6-Banded (nylon) ........

W New Glory (polyester) ......
W AIDS-Awareness (polyester)...

RAINBOW CANDLE IN GLASS
(CTR VIR [T — || |
RAINBOW WINDSOCK 36"
RAINBOW BEACH TOWEL
347 X 647, 6-Banded ....oooeccnscnssscinnia $28
RAINBOW WATCH
World with Pride Stripes ... cmecsmrree . $30
T-SHIRTS (History with a Twist) .......... $15
“DISCOYER A NEW WORLD"—
Nina, the Pinta & "Miss Thing")
“TOMORROW. . .THE UNIVERSE"—
(Man on Moon with Rainbow Flag)
Available in XXL-XXXXL

Add $3 S/H and 8.25% soles tax.
Mail check/MO:
JADS P.O. Box 87725
Houston, TX 77287-87725

ported in the |0 years Americans have been polied
on HIV. The most recent poll was conducted because
of Magic Johnson's return to play with the Los
Angeles Lakers basketball team, and 74 percent of
those polled said they approved of his retum to the
game.

Houston Urges Routine
HIV Prenatal Testing

HOUSTON — Houston's health and human
services department says it will now begin encourag-
ing voluntary HIV testing for pregnant women as part
of regular prenatal care at its facilities, a reflection of
the ongoing demographic shifts in the AIDS epi-
demic. As in other cities around the country, fewer
white gay men are contracting HIV while the number
of women and African Americans becoming infected
continues to increase. Because of these shifts in who
is becoming infected, Houston health officials are
trying to encourage more pregnant women to be
routinely tested for the virus in an effort to begin early
treatment and reduce the number of newboms
infected by their mothers.

Some Infants
Shed HIV Completely

LONDON — According to researchers report-
ing in the medical journal Lancet, nine infants who
were infected with HIV by their mothers at birth have
fended off the virus. Only a few such reports of HIV
remission have ever been reported, and those have
been received with a degree of skepticism, But the
new findings originating in Italy, Belgium, and Sweden
may not be so easily dismissed. Of some 264 babies
who were bom HIV-positive, the research team
found nine who subsequently became free of the
virus, In seven cases, both HIV tests used went from
positive to negative during the course of the study; in
the other two, the virus was detected even though
the antibody tests indicated that the baby was not
infected.

Baboon Marrow
Transplant Recipient

Doing Well So Far

SAN FRANCISCO — Jeff Getty, the Oakland,
Calif, AIDS patient who received bone marrow stem
cells transplanted from a baboon in an experimental
effort to bolster his debilitated immune system, said
amonth after the procedure that he feels fine and his
condition has improved, but added, | wouldn't read
too much into it." Getty, 38, underwent the experi-
mental transplant injections, performed by research-
ers from the University of California at San Francisco
and from the University of Pittsburgh, in December
after a long struggle with the Food and Drug Admin-
istration to get approval. The doctors used baboon
cells because the animals have been found to be
resistant to HIV- |, the primary virus believed to cause
AIDS. UCSF's Dr. Steven Deeks said it will be some
time before itis known whether the baboon immune
system cells, which are resistant to HIV- 1, will prolif-
erate and restore any part of Getty's ability to resist
infections, which has been devastated by the virus.

Texas Viatical Firm
Ordered to Meet

SEC Regulations

WASHINGTON — US, District Judge Royce
Lamberth has ordered one of the largest viatical
insurance companies in the country, Life Partners Inc.
of Waco, Texas, to stop selling contracts on the
polices it purchases from people with AIDS until the
firm complies with federal Securities and Exchange
Commission regulations. Two years ago the SEC
charged that the policies that Life Partners purchases
at a discount from people with AIDS and then sells to
investors amounts to marketing unregistered securi-
ties under federal law. A federal district court agreed
with the SEC and gave Life Partners time to comply
with federal regulations. But late last year the SEC
went back to federal court and charged that changes
Life Partners made were inadequate to meet regula-
tions. Judge Lamberth agreed and gave Life Partners
10 days to file the papers the SEC required. He
rejected a contempt motion by the SEC, however,
saying that Life Partners had not willfully violated his
order.

Illinois Wants

HIV Test Information

SPRINGFIELD, lll. — Dr. John Lumpkin, head of
llincis’ public health department, along with other
health officials in the state, say they would like to
include information on everyone who tests positive
for HIV instead of just listing people who have been
diagnosed with full-blown AIDS. Lumpkin has pro-
posed that expanding the number of people on their
health monitoring lists would make it easier to find
infected patients to offer them counseling and treat-
ment. But AIDS activists in lllinois say expanding the
lists could actually keep people, espediallyin less urban
areas of the state where the epidemic is growing
fastest, from getting tested out of concems over
confidentiality.

Supreme Court Rejects
AZT Patent Challenge

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court, tuming
down an appeal by Barr Labs of Pomona, N.Y., and
Novopharmm of Ontario, Canada, refused to hear a
case challenging the AZT patent held by Glaxo
Wellcome. The two drug companies had wanted
Glaxo Wellcome's exclusive patent voided to allow
other manufacturers to make AZT because the AIDS
drug was originally developed in the mid-1980s with
the help of a researcher with the National Institutes of
Health.

Washington
Education Official
Says She Has AIDS

SEATTLE — After keeping it a secret for nearly a
year, Judith Billings, the elected Supenntendent of
Public Instruction for the state of Washington, has
told the Tacoma News that she has AIDS. Billings, 56,
said she believed she contracted HIV in the early
1980s when she was trying to become pregnant via
artificial insemination, a rare route of transmission of
the virus according to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol & Prevention. Billings told the paper she would

not run for a third term as the state's top education
official, but she may run in the upcoming race for a seat
in Congress, saying she hadn't “felt this good in ages.
There is nothing to indicate | can't keep a full sched-
ule.” Billings said she was now considering the con-
gressional race because “I'm really disturbed by what
| see happening at the national level, with a downplaying
of the importance of children’s programs, of providing
adequate healthcare for people who need it, of
undercutting folks who are some of the most needy.
I just think the wrong set of priorities is being pursued
right now in Congress.”

Reported 1959
AIDS Death

Now Discredited

LONDON — Scientists who claimed to have
identified the first person to die of AIDS, a Brtish
seaman named David Carrwho died in 1959, say their
1987 study of autopsy tissue from the dead man
apparently was accidentally contaminated with HIV.
The man's mysterious death some 20 years before the
AIDS epidemic was identified matched most of the
symptoms now associated with the disease. But the
particular strain of HIV that the researchers identified
in the tissue samples now tums out to be a modem
strain of the virus that didn't even exist until sometime
in the mid-1980s. The team of researchers, whose
original report drew international attention, acknowl-
edged the apparent contamination in a letter in the
British medical joumal The Lancet.

FDA OK Sought for

New AIDS Drug

STOCKHOLM — The US.-Swedish drug manu-
facturer Pharmica & Upjohn has released preliminary
data on still-incomplete clinical trials of its drug
Delavirdine (also known as Rescriptor) because earty
results hold so much promise, the firm says. Hoping
that the early results will help get faster approval from
the US. Food & Drug Administration for the drug,
Pharmica & Upjohn said Delavirdine appears to help
some patients infected with HIV stave off developing
full-blown AIDS. The firm said that preliminary data
from its ongoing tests with the drug indicate that
patients receiving Delavirdine had been able to lower
the amount of HIV in their blood system by at least 68
percent for as.long as 60 weeks. Some 3,500 patients
have been participating in the clinical trials so far,

Virginia Funeral

Home Fined

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The US. Justice De-
partment has ordered the Fisher Funeral Home of
Portsmouth, Va, to pay back $300 that it had added
on for embalming of people who had died of AIDS.
In addition to the $300, nine families will also receive
$3,600 each in fines. The settlement, which does not
involve any criminal charges against the mortuary, also
requires that Fisher post a written policy outlawing
discrimination because of disability, including HIV/
AIDS. The case is the first involving AIDS/HIV bias in
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f KINGDOM B
COMMUNITY

CHURCH
Catch a glimpse of the
Kingdom of God
Mmlxom
Worship Service - 11 AM.

Wednesdays:
A Course in Miracies - 7:30 P.M.

4404 Blossom at Snover
Houston, Texas 77007

m 713-862-7533 %

NEED A TELEPHONE NUMBER?

We have the answer for you!!

VOICE MAIL
o\"‘d q‘:&

Price includes a new private
phone number answered O
24 hours a day with your voice, G& o

« Free entertainment services
such as: Lottery of the day, P*\)\J “{\
Joke, Horoscope, Efc
« $120 free grocery
coupons
» Pay by credit card
» Call today to get this

month free U.S. b
* Unlimited Messages F VOICE

* Business or Personal M AlL .
* No Credit Check
» Pager Nofification
713-284-1445
2990 Richmond Ave #504
Come Visit

Your Family in the Community

HOUSTON MISSION
CHURCH
c\“'“‘e o Or

Service: Sundays 10:30 am
1505 Nevada

at Commonwealth

1 529-8225
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the funeral industry. "Charging additional fees for the
same service, especially when grieving families are
involved, is simple discrimination,” said Assistant At-
tomey General for Civil Rights Deval Patrick.

Scientists Urge Refocusing
AIDS Research

in New Directions

WASHINGTON — Two leading American AIDS
researchers have recommended that their colleagues
focustheir AIDS research work toward recreating the
immune system in AIDS patients. Dr. Barton Haynes,
of the Duke Medical Center, and Dr. Anthony Fauci,
director of the National Institutes of Allergy and
Infectious Disease, in the joumnal Science urged that
their fellow researchers should look in the altogether
new direction because of the disappointing results in
finding a vaccine and the fairly limited luck medical
researchers have had |5 years into the epidemic in
fighting HIV with medications.

Congressman Wants Tele-

scope Over HIV Prevention

WASHINGTON — Although AIDS and HIV
infections continue to nise among Native American
populations in this country, an amendment to the
House appropriations bill for the U.S. Interior Depart-
ment embroiled in ongoing budget battles in Con-
gress would eliminate authorization for research into
prevention measures for American Indians in favor of
building a new telescope at the University of Arizona's
Mt. Graham Observatory. Amendment |78, intro-
duced by Rep. Jim Kolbe (R-Tucson), would remove
a Senate-approved portion of the Interior Depart-
ment appropriations measure that authorizes the U.S.
Indian Health Services to study what kinds of HIV/
AIDS prevention programs might be best suited to
reach Native Amenicans. Instead, Rep. Kolbe's amend-
ment would authorize building a third telescope at the
Mt. Graham Observatory along the Arizona-Mexico
border.

Racial Problems
Hit Board at GMHC

NEW YORK — Three African American direc-
tors of the Gay Men's Health Crisis (GMHC), includ-
ing Dr. Billy E. Jones who heads the highly respected
Kingsboro Psychiatric Center, have resigned from the
GMHC board to express their dissatisfaction with
how the AIDS agency addresses the needs of racial
and ethnic minorities. AIDS organizations from coast
to coast, most of them started by gay white men inthe
early 1980s in response to the epidemic that first hit
the gay male community in this country hardest, have
increasingly come under fire for not adequately ad-
dressing health needs as HIV increasingly moves into
the African Amenican, Hispanic, Asian American, and
women's populations in this country.

Royal Ballet

Preparing AIDS Ballet

LONDON This February the Royal Ballet will
stage an original dance about the AIDS epidemic that
will feature prima ballerina Darcey Bussell portraying
HIV, the virus generally agreed to cause the disease.
In the ballet, using music of the late gay composer
Benjamin Britten, the remaining dancers will portray
white blood cells struggling to combat the infection.
Bussell said in an interview with the Evening Standard,
“We have to be sure it is done well enough and made
real enough. It sounded as though it would be a sad,
depressing work at first, but | hope it is going to tum
out very strong and powerful.”

Supreme Court Refuses

to Hear Condom Suit

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Supreme Court
has rejected a legal complaint by a group of Falmouth
(Mass.) High School students and parents who sued
to block a state-sanctioned school condom distribu-
tion program. The group that sued to stop the
voluntary condom program claimed it violated their
privacy rights as well as their religious freedoms. But
the court refused to hear the appeal, noting that even
if the school program offends religious beliefs, it does
not amount to a violation of the parents' and stu-
dents' constitutional liberties, leaving intact state
court dismissals of the suit.

Drug Combo Treats
AIDS Eye Disease

WASHINGTON — According to a report in the
Archives of Ophthalmology, a daily injected dose of two
drugs, foscamet and ganciclovir, is a more effective
way to combat the blinding AIDS-related eye disease
cytomegalovirus (CMV) retinitis than either of the
drugs used alone. Patients in the research who were
given one or the other but not both drugs had
recurring CMV retinitis infections in a month or two
of starting the therapy. But patients in the study who
were given both drugs were able to keep it under
control for four months or longer.

GOP Proposes $75 Million
for ‘Just Say No’
School AIDS Programs

WASHINGTON — Part of the massive welfare
overhaul that congressional Republicans have pro-
posed in this year's ongoing budget battle includes
$75 million in federal funds for state schools to teach
students the “gains to be realized by abstaining from
sexual activity outside marriage, The abstinence
program proposal would provide money for schools
to teach youngsters that complete abstinence is the
only certain way to avoid unwanted pregnancies and
sexually transmitted diseases such as AIDS. Ignoring
gays and lesbians who cannot legally marry in this
country, the language of the GOP proposal states; “A
mutually faithful monogamous relationship in the con-
text of marriage is the expected standard of human
sexual activity and that sex outside marriage “is likely
to have harmful psychological and physical effects.”

—ADVERTISEMENT— -

AN INTERVIEW WITH
DR. DAVID BAUMAN, N.D. NATUROPATHY DOCTOR

QUESTION: Can you tell me about your background, Dr. Bauman?

DR. BAUMAN: I am a licensed Clinical Social Worker (LMSW-ACP), Graduate of the University of Michigan. Iam
also a licensed Psychology teacher. I received my Naturopathy Doctorate (N.D.) through the Clayton School of
Natural Healing. I am a member of the American Naturopathic Medical Association, the principal Naturopathic
organization in this country. Currently, Naturopaths are not licensed in Texas. I am not a Medical Doctor. I can’t

treat, prescribe or diagnose.

QUESTION: Then, what can you do, Dr. Bauman?

DR. BAUMAN: I can provide naturopathic counseling.
QUESTION: What are your interests, Dr. Bauman?

DR. BAUMAN: My big interest lies in immunity issues. Here for example are three studies citing the effectiveness
of Glycyrrhizin (GL) in dealing with HIV (Glycyrrhizin is a natural product).

EXPERIMENTAL DOUBLE BLIND STUDY: The clinical effectiveness of Glycyrrhizin (GL) by long
term oral administration to sixteen (16) asymptomatic HIV-1 carrier patients with hemophilia was
studied. Patients received daily doses 150-225 mg. of GL for three to seven (3-7) years. Neither
progression of immunologic abnormalities nor development of AIDS has been seen. Int. Conf. A.LD.S:
9 (1): 234 ([Abstract No. PO-A25-0596], 1993).

EXPERIMENTAL CONTROL STUDY: Ten (10) HIV positive patients without AIDS took 150-225
ml. of Glycyrrihizin daily. After one to two (1-2) years none developed symptoms associated with AIDS
or AIDS related compléx. 1/10 PTS. of a matched control GP developed ARC and two (2) progressed
to AIDS and subsequently died. AIDS Treatment News, No. 103, May 18, 1990.

EXPERIMENTAL STUDY: Six (6) AIDS Pts. received 400-1600 mg. of Gylcyrrhizin I.V. daily,
after thirty (30) days, five of six (5/6) showed a reduction or disappearance of the ‘P24 antigen’ whnch
indicates active disease. Antiviral Res 1.: (5-6), 225-61, 1989).

There are many other ways to deal with immunity issues that are as equally effective as the ones cited in these studies,
using Natural Products.

QUESTION: Is studying immunity issues all you do, Dr. Bauman?

DR. BAUMAN: No, I provide information on what the top people in Natural Medicine say on nearly three hundred
(300) disease conditions.

QUESTION: How can an appointment be made to see you?

DR. BAUMAN: By simply calling 540-9780. Thank you!

—ADVERTISEMENT—




Fort Worth Editor
Re-assigns
Gay Employee

ome gay journalists are reacting with

anger and concern to the re-assign-

ment of a Fort Worth Star-Telegram
employee who was removed from his posi-
tion as a graphics editor after one Star-Tele-
gram reader complained about cartoons he
drew for the Texas Triangle.

As of press time, stories about the re-
assignment of Todd Camp had appeared in
the New York Times, the Austin American
Statesman, and the Dallas
Observer. Camp, who
drew cartoons on a
freelance basis for: the
Texas Triangle from fall
of 1992 until this past De-
cember, was the graphics
editor for Class Acts, an
award-winning Star-Tele-
gram section marketed to
high school students.

Media response to Price’s
move has not heen very
nice. “Black, white, and

yellow all over” read the

made on the basis of one reader’s com-
plaint.

The Texas Chapter of the National
Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association
reacted to the transfer with outrage. “We
are distressed that Mr. Camp was appar-
ently never given a chance to defend himself
against the baseless insinuations of an out-
side pressure group and that he was trans-
ferred despite having already ended his as-
sociation with the Texas
Triangle,” wrote Brooke
Egerton, chapter co-presi-
dent and night city editor
for the Dallas Morning
News. “Associating gays
and lesbians with pedo-
philia is one of the most
insidious tactics of anti-gay
activists. Yet your execu-
tive editor’s letter to the

That was until 5o~ t@@SE iN @ SUbsequent  American Family Associa-
Telegram executive edi- tion appears to buy this
tor Debbie Price received na”as ﬂbsefver, false logic, suggesting that
a letter from one uniden- Mr. Camp’s presence was
tified woman, whose “star-relgymm knuckles inconsistent with ‘the high-

membership in the
American Family Asso-
ciation of Texas has since
been revealed. The
woman complained that
Camp was “preoccupied
with the subjects of pedophilia and incest.”

Price immediately capitulated by re-
assigning Camp and, in a letter, apologized
to the AFA member for a “serious over-
sight.... We want to assure you that we will
continue to maintain the highest standards
of decency for ‘Class Acts.’ Again, we appre-
ciateyour diligence in bringing this matter to
our attention,”

Media response to Price’s move has not
been very nice. “Black, white, and yellow all
over,” read the tease in a subsequent Dallas
Observer. “Star-Telegram knuckles under to
Christian group, re-assigns gay editor.”

Even the New York Times got into the
act, pointing out in its very first paragraph
on the matter that the re-assignment was

under to Christian group,
re-assigns gay editor”

est standards of decency.’
This is deeply insulting.

“Judging from the re-
port in this week’s Dallas
Observer,” the letter con-
tinued, “we fear that you
have surrendered your editorial indepen-
dence. This frightens us. And it is bound to
frighten journalists everywhere, gay and
straight alike.”

" Price did not return repeated phone

calls to her office for comment.

Inatelephoneinterview from his home
in Dallas, Egerton said he expects to meet
Price to discuss the matter. “Todd Camp
has unfairly had his reputation maligned,
and we are not going to stand for this,” he
said. “We are all very concerned—gay,
straight, mainstream press, gay press, what-
ever. Any time there is even the appearance
that a newspaper will make editorial or
personnel decisions because of outside pres-
sure, it’s very dangerous.”

BUSINESS

BRIEFS

‘96 Pride Week Committee
Goes Krogering

Howard McHale and Terri Vega, co-chairs for
1996 Lesbian Gay Pride Week, have joined the
Kroger Company to introduce the Kroger Share
Card program. Here's how it works: Before you
check out at your local Kroger store in the
Houston Division, the cashier first scans your
Pride Committee Share Card. Automatically, |
percent of your total purchases is donated to
the Pride Committee.

Share Card proceeds will not only help finance
a successful Pride Week, but are also made
available to various AIDS and HIV services
throughout Houston. To order your Share Card,
call the Pride Line at 713/529-6979.

Java Java Reopens
With New Look

Popular Heights eatery Java Java Cafe has made
acomeback with a lavish, Euro-style remodeling
and culinary additions. Now offering a salad and
soup bar, the restaurant still offers the outstand-
ing desserts for which it has become famous.
Sarina Larive is back in place offering tarot
readings to diners, making Java Java a multidi-
mensional cafe, catering to many needs with its
on-site UPS mailing center and floral service. For
more information, call 713/880-JAVA.

Special Introductory Offer
From Texas Rainbow
Classifieds

Texas' first Intemet Information Depot on the
World Wide Web for Texas gay and lesbian
communities is now available for viewing and
posting information. The Texas Rainbow
Classifieds offers 12 areas to browse, including
community services, a social calendar, coupons,
want ads, links to other Web Sites, and more.
The goals of the service are to promote the gay
and lesbian community's businesses, to assist
individuals in establishing meaningful relation-
ships, and to support and promote community
organizations. As an introductory offer, it is now
accepting free community announcements, per-
sonal ads, personal announcements, and obitu-
aries.

The first 50 businesses to advertise in the Texas
Rainbow Classifieds receive three months of
advertising free of charge. For more informa-
tion, or to post information, contact Dan
DiDonato at Preferred Graphics, 71 3/528-7654,
or e-mail your request to pgraphic@insync.net

Shocking Gray Returns

Shocking Gray, the premier gay and lesbian
catalogue mail-order firm based in San Antonio,
has reopened with new ownership. San Anto-
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nio businessman Glenn Chase bought the as-
sets from bankruptcy court in late November,
The company, housed in a 9,000-square-foot
San Antonio warehouse, had been experienc-
ing rapid business growth with estimated an-
nual sales of $3 million, and a full-time staff of
40, when it was purchased from its |ocal
founders. The new owner, an East Coast media
executive, had owned the business for about
one year when he filed for Chapter 7 liquida-
tion last August. A new catalogue will be
distributed in early summer and will feature
added lines of merchandise such as cosmetics
and videotapes of classic films with gay and
lesbian themes. The new owner also plans to
reward repeat customers withafrequent buyer
program,

GHGLCC Meets and Mixes

The Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber
of Commerce announces the following meet-
ings: Monday, March 4, 6:30 pm: General Busi-
ness Meeting, open to all members, location to
be announced. Tuesday, March 12, 6 pm:
Networking Mixerat Crossroads Market, | | | |
Westheimer (at Waugh), 7 13/942-0147. Tues-
day, March 19, 7:15 am: Breakfast Networking
Meeting at Allen Park Inn, Nashville Room,
2121 Allen Parkway, 713/521-932|. For more
information contact GHGLCC at 713/523-
7576.

The incident involving Camp is full of
irony. Itisironic because Camp, citing burn-
out, had quit drawing cartoons for the Tri-
angle last December. It is ironic because
editor Price hasthe same name as Deb Price,
the nation’s pre-eminent openly gay colum-
nist, who writes about gay issues for the
Detroit News. And it is ironic because a
similar attempt to browbeat a mainstream
Texas newspaper—in this case, the Austin
American Statesman—had been defeated.

The roots of the controversy stretch all
the way back to last September, when the
American Family Association, a fundamen-
talist political group, began picketing First
Texas Honda, a Triangle advertiser. In late
December, the AFA turned up the volume:
In an effort to force the Triangle out of
business, it launched a boycott of more than
50 advertisers who do business with the
Triangle.

One of the first articles on the boycott
was written by American-Statesman reporter
Juan Palomo, the newspaper’s religion re-
porter and former contributor to the Trs-
angle. The appearance of Palomo’s byline
on the story enraged AFA executive direc-
tor Wyatt Roberts, a political activist whose
anti-gay tirades can be heard weekly in Aus-
tin on a low-wattage Christian radio station.

Roberts immediately mailed letters to
dozens of Austin area ministers telling them,

in effect, that Palomo is gay,

“I recently came across information
that may interest you,” Roberts wrote, “I¢
concerns the reporter who currently covers
religion for the Austin American Statesmap.

“Iam neither encouraging you to, nor
discouraging you from, granting an inter-
view to this individual. I do believe, how-
ever, you should be made fully aware of
some of the views he has expressed in the
past. ;

“To that end,” Roberts continued, “ [
have enclosed a photocopy of an article
which appeared on June 22, 1994, in the
Texas Triangle, a weekly statewide newspa-
per that describes itself as ‘The States’ Gay
News Source.” The article was written by
the now-religion reporter for the Austin
American-Statesman.

Instark contrast to the AFA member’s
letter to the Star-Telegram., Roberts’ letter
to Austin ministers was not acted upon, if
not ignored altogether. And Roberts him-
selflost an important forum when the Chris-
tian radio station that sells his group’s air
time told him to back off from his attacks on
the Triangle early in January.

Meanwhile, what of Camp? The former
graphics editor has been given a writing job
in the arts section of the Star-Telegram,
losing neither status nor pay. He said he is
“satisfied with the decision.”

Center for Healthy Sexuality

* Sexual Addiction and Compulsion

Treatment of:

* Intimacy and Relationship Problems

* Sexual Abuse and Incest Issues

Individual, Couple and Group Therapies Available

Dr. Barbara Levinson * (713) 785-2600

Permanent Change is Guaranteed

A safe, drug-free method of using your subconscious to
let go of the negative “dis-ease” buried in your past.

Mike Beaver
Certified Hypnotherapist

o Eliminate havits/addictions e
o Permanent weight loss
o Release painistress

» Stop Smoking in one or two re

o Qvercame depression/griet/feare Iohobias

Call (713) 978-6770 for an appointment.
pager (713) 712-2915 « 3838 Hillcroft, Suite 315

* Past/Futurelinter-life experierces

* Release abuse effects

prove relationships/abilities/self-confidence

1700 WAUGH DRIVE
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006

g 713/529-2300 g
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Dedicated to Art in §
Floral Design

HIGHTS IB@VEL

Fresh & Silk Flowers
Gift Baskets
Beautiful Green Plants

‘ 211 W. 11th Street
= 862-2683]

1 _City-wide delivery -
"m_ Guaranteed to Plerzl:se! 4

God Loves YOU, so come share the
LOVING EXPERIENCE.
Serving the Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual
Community of Catholice & Friends.
Become a part of Dignity U.5.A.

SERVICES DURING LENT
Saturdays 7:30 pm
Sundays 5:30 pm

Inclusive liturgy celebrated.
Call and press 4 for our Social Events & Schedules.
iTodoshien venidos!
In the Heights * 1307 Yale ¢ Suite H
713/880-2872

SERVICE AND
REBUILDING

 Tuning

* Repair

* Regulation
Voicing

James B. Koz , RPT.

23 years in business

~ 863-8608
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Waar a gold sports jacket. Put new batteries in your pocket calculator.
Adopt a “no problem” attitude. All these are important details, but to
effectively act as your own real estate agent takes a little more knowledge

and a lot less stereotyping.

: You Can Do
What Real Estate
Investors Do

uy a house. Fix it up. Sell it again.

That’s what real estate investors do.

Asahomebuyer looking fora place
to live, here’s something you should know
that real estateinvestors already know: Money
to purchase and fix up (remodel, update,
rehabilitate, improve, renovate, add-on, up-
grade, alter, repair) a home can be obtained
at better rates than bank financing by using
an FHA 203K (“K”) loan. That's right: Your
government not only makes the financing
available but has recently taken a strong
position to encourage this program as part of
an ongoing effort throughout the country to
restore or rehabilitate inner-city areas.

How doesthe “K” loan work? Let’s say
you find a house to buy for $60,000. (Yes, you
can. A quick check of listings inside the loop
inthe Montrose/Heights areas indicates over
220 homes listed for sale under $65,000.)
You determine, with some expert help, that
itwill take about $20,000 to fix up the house.
With the “K” program, the price and fix-up
estimate are combined for a total of $80,000.
After a down payment of under 5 percent
($1,800) and closing costs (approximately
$4,900), you will be making monthly pay-
ments at a fixed rate for 15 or 30 years
(probably $790 to $847). When the sale is
closed, $20,000 is held in escrow

one monthly payment with minimal capital
investment? For investors (owners who will
not live in the property), the numbers are the
same except for the required 15-percent
down payment.

Space limitations permit only a brief
overview of the amazing flexibility of the “K”
program. You can finance and rehab single-
family homes as described above. Or du-
plexes, triplexes, and fourplexes. Get the
idea? Live in one and rent the other unit(s).
You can finance the conversion of a single-
family dwelling to a duplex, triplex, or
fourplex. Or turn a fourplex, triplex, or du-
plex back intoasingle-family house. You can
even convert up-and-down apartments into
two-story townhomes.

What if the property is non-residential?
If you want to convert that business or com-
mercial structure into residential, whether
single-family, duplex, triplex, or fourplex,
the “K” loan can do it. For example, convert
an old warehouse into a fourplex. The “K”
loan can also beused on “mixed use” residen-
tial property, provided the property meets
certain commercial floor-space requirements.
This could be an opportunity to have your
business in your home, too—for example, a
two-story, 2,500-square-foot home with a

for repairs. As work progresses ac-
cordingtoaprearranged schedule
ofimprovements, payment is made
for services from the money in es-
crow.

You end up with a property
valued at $80,000 with less out of
your pocket and on terms no bank
could match for a home improve-
ment loan. Plus, when it’s time to |
sell, the FHA loan is assumable.

computer-consulting business
taking up about 1,200 square
feet. Unrestricted residential
| areas in Montrose and the
Heights present possibilities
for entrepreneurial, indepen-
dent professionals with this
financing option.

For single-family homes,
the FHA maximum mortgage
amount is $101,500 and tops
outat $160,250 for fourplexes.

How else can you buyahome 5% OK, what about those
and finance the upgrades in by Ed Gonzales grand old, turn-of-the-

century homes that need updating but cost
over $150,000? Too high for the “K” pro-
gram, but there is a conventional loan mort-
gageforsingle-family, owner-occupied homes
only that mimics the features of the “K” loan,

but with a maximum

As a home oan SR of
202,000,

bmr looking Here’s some-

foraplaceto  thing else real estate

live, here's investors know, too:

Right now, the num-

somethmg bers work. Given the
you should currentclimate of low-
know... mortga%e interees;
rates and continu
MOIIBY can he strong local job
obtained at growth, real estate
hetter rates aqdyas fand econo-
mistsareforecastinga
than bank larger demand for
financing...  housing this year. Be-
foreinterest rates and
property values start

to climb again, you, as a potential home-
owner orinvestor, need tobecome informed
about the home-buying process and the num-
ber of options available to finance a home,
including the FHA 203K loan,

Coming up with a down payment and
finding a loan that meets the home-buyer’s
requirementsare likely the greatest obstacles

faced by many first-time home buyers. Fi-
nancing choices are numerous, sometimes
complex, and often vary with market changes.
This underscores the importance of the po-
tential buyer working with a professional
Realtor to make the most of his or her time
and resources. You should know the price
range you can afford before looking for a
hometo buy. Items like down payment, clos-
ing costs, and lending guidelines should be
discussed and determined with a Realtor. In
addition, neighborhoods, recreational inter-
ests, schools, and other amenities are impor-
tant to consider in the home search.

“K” LOAN SEMINAR
To learn more about the details of the
“K” loan, a seminar will be conducted by
Debbie Pulido of Summit Mortgage, on
March 13, at 7pm, at Suzanne Anderson
Properties, 239 Westheimer. For more infor-
mation, call 713/529-8484.

Ed Gonzales is a real estate agent with Suzanne
Anderson Properties and currently director-at-
large of the Neartown Civic Association. He is
also on the board of directors of the Neartown
Community Development Association, the Hous-
ton Association of REALTORS, the Texas Asso-
ciation of REALTORS and a charter member of
Greater Houston Gay and Lesbian Chamber of
Commerce. For questions regarding this article,
call 713/529-8484.

ALTERNATIVE HEALTH

AND WELLNESS CENTER

TREATMENT OF HEADACHES,

NERVE AND BACK PAIN
Auto, Work and Sports Injuries
Sports Nutrition
Weight Management
Most Insurance Accepted

Jacqueline Doval, M.S. D.C.
Chiropractic Physican and Exercise Physiologist

Twelve Oaks Tower Bldg.
4126 S.W. Freeway #1335
Houston, TX 77027

713/627-WELL

la Doctora Habla Espariol

Active member and supporter of Aves, Leshian Health Inftiative, TEAM
Houston, Woman Works and Gay and lesbian Hispanic Unidos

Tired of increasing your eyeglass prescription every year?
OUR FOCUS IS SEEING

BETTER THE NATURAL WAY.

“I became interested in improving vision when
my own vision tripled in prescription by the time
1 was 14 years old. To make sure that improve-
ment techniques really, work, I went to work
for a preventative optometrist, Dr. Jacob
Liberman, for 4 years before attending optom-
etry school. I study vision improvement every
day. I look forward to meeting you."

—Dr. Sue Moss, O.D.
Therapeutic Optometrist

SERVICES OFFERED:

» Thorough, prevention-oriented eye exams. * Vision Training & Orthokeratology
* Convenient hours—

weekends & evenings
* Wholistic Eye Care

« Specialty contacts—bifocals, color lenses,
frequent replacement lenses.
« Contact lenses for improving your vision.

1428-A West Alabama * 713/524-2525
Just 3 blocks west of Montrose Blvd.

Dr. Sue Moss, O.D.
713/524-2525

Eyes Are Precious
WHOLISTIC EYE CARE

Why Rent When
You Can Own!

Rates are low!
Call us now to refinance!

ortqage Assoclates

John E. Frels & Jenniler Harris

of Texas
713/524-1850
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Planning for a Crisis

Most persons desire to maintain control over their own lives as much and
for as long as possible. A little advance planning can make that happen
and ease the transition if assistance becomes necessary.

I t secems the holidays and the recent bad weather were
triggers for several healthcare emergencies among our friends and
clients. We were faced with some urgent reminders that there are
persons in our community who have still not heard (or heeded) our
prior gospels regarding crisis planning. Now is a good time to make
sure your healthcare needs are in good shape so that a medical
emergency, if it happens, does not also become a legal emergency.
When you become seriously ill, your biological family has the

the person is suffering from an incurable or irreversible condition
that would produce death without the application of life support,
and that the use of life support only serves to prolong the moment of
death.

Your healthcare agent is obligated to follow your instructions
when making decisions on your behalf. Your physician must comply
with your agent’s instructions and your directive to physicians or
transfer you to another doctor. You should discuss this document

Breakfast, 6:40 am. Too much caffeine. P AR g e ot e e e b R ¥R B

legal authority to make all healthcare with your agent and your doctor
decisions for you. A healthcare Nowisa ﬂﬂOd time to make sure your healthcare needs 2nd make sure each one has a
power of attorney allows you to are in good sllapa so that a medical emergency, if it copy ofit after you executeit. You

name another person as your agent should also name an alternate
with the authority to make  happens, does not also become a legal emergency  agent who can be called in the
healthcare decisions on your behalf event your agent is unable or un-
when you are no longer able to make them yourself. “Healthcare” willing to act as your agent.
means any treatment, service, or procedure to maintain, diagnose, or Family members and healthcare agents in Texas are given
treat your physical or mental condition. Your agent has the power to specific authority to make a decision about withholding or terminat-
make a broad range of healthcare decisions on your behalf ing life support and are unlikely to have to fight about it
in accordance with your wishes. Your agent cannot consent in court. Nevertheless, if a person has not executed a
to voluntary inpatient mental health services, convulsive directive, the law requires family members to make a
treatment, psychosurgery, or abortion. Even after you sign decision about life support based on their personal
this document, you can still make your own decisions as knowledge of the person’s wishes. This can be a trau-
long as you are able to do so. matic experience for grieving family members, and one
A directive to physicians (or living will) is a written that can be avoided by executing a directive in advance.
statement that outlines a person’s desires as to the use or If a person has taken no steps toward planning for
continuation of artificial life support only. It does not name life’s emergencies, the only alternative for caregivers may
an agent to make your healthcare decisions. It tells the be a legal guardianship. In Texas, a court can appoint an
person’s attending physician to either avoid using or to applicant to be the guardian of a person, the guardian of
terminate the use of life support if they are near death. It [£# an estate, or both. The powers and duties of guardians of

only takes effect when the physician certifies in writing that y aperson include the right to have physical possession of
by Connie Moore the ward and to establish the ward’s legal domicile, and

the duty to care, protect, and provide the ward with
clothing, food, medical care, and shelter. The powers also include

75 7 the ability to consent to medical, psychiatric, and surgical treatment
g’ Business Cards Letterheads Envelopes Brochures § other than in-patient psychiatric commitment of the person. The FRIENDS > MONOGAMOUS RELATIONSHIPS > OPEN RELATIONSHIPS
8 = guardian of an estate is entitled to the possession and management > SINGEES SEEKING INTIMATE RELATIONSHIRS S CASUAL
E Q ofall the property belonging to the ward, subject to the provisions of
3 P =] the Texas Probate Code. There are substantial restrictions and DATING > ALTERNATIVE RELATIONSHIPS.
RIN TING expenses involved with a court-controlled guardianship. Guardian- :
= g ship is the least flexible and attractive estate management option Fre e :ocai o recora Your Ad 6 Browse Throush Ads
5 F4 ; 5406 KIRBY DR x when compared to what can be accomplished with powers of Measass Sending, Mensage Rechlvins AnddnEant Live Ono G
2 ; = attorney. One Connections For Less Than the Cost of a Cup of Coffee
o w
5 6 6 6-5 4 O 4 o Most persons desire to maintain control over their own lives as
c much and for as long as possible. A little advance planning can make
2 Fax 666-2427 :5:‘ that happen and ease the transition if assistance becomes necessary.
LEE HOURS: MON-FRI 9-6 @ lA healthcare powerfof attorney and dxiecuve to physicians are the
g OPEN SATURDAY 10-6 én egal components of your emergency plan. A
Z P N G g g Connie Moore is a partner at Moore & Hunt, a lesbian/feminist law firm based in
€ Houston. Under Connie’s guidance, Moore & Hunt is a part of the cooperating
S g attorney network of the Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund. In addition
i) E X P R E SS I ON o to feminist, lesbian, and gay issues, the firm concentrates in family law, contract
2 S negotiations and disputes, corporation and small business formations, wills, estate
& Newsletters Labels Foil Stamping Embosssing @ | planning and probate matters. WHEN ASKED. ENTER SECRET CODE 8 1 3
— — _ —— —ee _ﬁJ & IMC DOES NOT PRE-SCREEN ITS CALLERS AND ASSUMES NO LIABILITY WHEN’MEETING WITH SOMEONE THROUGH ITS SERVICE.

OF AGE OR OVER ONLY. *FREE TO CALL WITHIN THE 713 AREA CODE. TOLL CHARGES MAY APPLY IF CALLING FROM OUTSIDE THE 713 AREA CODE.

70 OutSmart ¥ February 15, 1996




There’s Strength
in Comedy.

Nancy Ford

Thursdays at 8:30 pm

Ms. B’s at the Plaza
9200 Buffalo Speedway
(713) 666-3464

SKIPPER LEE’S
Eternal Rest
Funeral Home

All The Home
You Will Need

¢RI

LOW COST

MEDIUM COST
FIRST-CLASS VIP
FUNERALS

PREARRANGED FUNERAL
INSURANCE PLANS AGE 0 to 90

4610 SOUTH WAYSIDE DR.
@610 LOOP

713-644-1166
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PUERTO
VALLARTANHHHH

began traveling to Mexico over 20 years
ago, along the way learning the language
and acquiring an intense appreciation of
her people. With the exception of Hualtulco
and Cabo San Lucas, I've vacationed in ey-
ery beach resort Mexico offers, from
Mazatlan to Acapulco on the Pacific, to Isla
Mujeres and Tulum on
the Yucatan, stopping
alongtheway (and in geo-
graphical order) at Puerto
Vallarta, Manzanillo,
Ixtapa/Zihuatenejo, and
on the Gulf side, Merida,
Cancun, and Cozumel.

Standing by my per-
sonal favorite for 15
years—If you're gay,
Puerto Vallarta is where
you want to play. In mid
January, the “smartie
group” gathered at the
airport...all on time with
proof of citizenship in
hand to take off for our
fabulous long weekend in Puerto Vallarta,
staying at Jim and Brian’s privately owned
houses, Casa Panoramica and Casa Pilitas.
knew we’d have a memorable trip in store,
but I had no idea just how much fun and
camaraderie we’d share during our four days
together.

Have you ever done a Mexico “villa
vacation”? If not, why not? It is surely the
most pampering experience you can imag-
ine, and very, very affordable as well. In fact,
staying in our private houses cost us less than
a typical “package deal” for our three-night
stay.

Here's the scenario: You get on your
flight to Puerto Vallarta...you arrive on time
and go through customs/immigrations...you
are met by owners and their

ously on the buffet...you hobnob with your
traveling companions, size up the other
guests, and start the most memorable week-
end you'll ever spend. Well, doesn’t this just
sound too awful? And, you can accomplish
this for under $500 per person!

So why Puerto Vallarta? Where can I
begin? Itis absolutely the
most gay-friendly placein
Mexico. While there, I
discovered three new
bed/breakfast & hotels
for gay and lesbian clien-
tele only. I had the plea-
sure on two afternoons
of watching the sun go
down on the rooftop bar
of Descanso del Sol, a re-
furbished and lovely ho-
tel with a sunset view that
knocks your socks off.
Mr. J.C. Moore, part
owner, and I had a nice
conversation one after-
noon, when he expressed
his pride and pleasure at the strides made by
his Mexican partners in making the hotel an
affordable and lovely accommodation for
gay and lesbian travelers to Puerto Vallarta,

J.C. Moore is no stranger to the gay
traveler, as he owns and operates The Ranch
in Albuquerque, that city’s most successful
and largest gay club. In addition to his inter-
est in Descanso del Sol, he has an interest in
Pacos, perhaps the most upscale and sophis-
ticated gay club in all of Mexico, just waiting
foryour playtimein Puerto Vallarta. Pacos s
rightly proud to be air-conditioned, a rare
and wonderful treat when the night heats up
and'so do the dancers! Where else in Mexico
will you find the proprietors of restaurants,
clubs, and hotels handing out printed infor-
mation brochures for gay and

representatives with the
minivans waiting to transport
you to your personal home for
four days...you arrive...your
name is posted on your indi-
vidual bedroom...you unpack
and fluff up a bit...you stroll
out to the pool terrace where
the bartender mixes up a fresh
batch of margaritas, and you =
enjoy Laura’s hors
d’oeuvres spread gener-

lesbian activities?

What else about Puerto
Vallarta is of significant inter-
est? Plenty! Sitting on the edge
of the Sierra Madre mountain
range, Puerto Vallarta became
famous when John Huston
filmed Night of the Iguana with
Richatd Burton and Ava
Gardner in 1964 on Mismaloya

i Bay. This then-quiet fish-
_ Sandra Wilkins ing village with colonial

character shot into the public’s conscious-
ness with the ballyhooed romance between
Burton and Elizabeth Taylor, which started
during the making of that fabulous movie.
Lizstill owns a house there, but rarely visits!

Renting a jeep costs about $40 a day,
and with transportation you can CXplore the
beautiful areas south of the city proper,
exploring waterfalls, private coves, and hard-
to-find restaurants. If sunset or dlnner cruises
have appeal, a company specializes in just
such a treat for gay and lesbian travelers.
This same group offers horseback riding for
half- or full-day explorations.

Puerto Vallarta has grown dramatically
over the past 10 years, but it still retains
extraordinary charm. All houses are required
to be painted white in keeplng with the 100-
year tradition set by early city padres. There
are several areas that comprise Puerto
Vallarta proper, including the new and
booming marinaarea development, followed
by the hotel and resort zone north of town,
into downtown proper, called “old town,”
and continuing south to the Rio Cuale and
Playa de los Muertos, which is coinciden-
tally the “gay beach.”

Along the riverwalk are several upscale
and lovely bars, cafes, and bistros, convey-
ing a sense of sophistication and fabulous
cuisine from every part of the globe. This
area conveniently leads to Playa de los
Muertos, where the gay set gathers at the
famous blue chairs, hanging out during the
day at what used to be called Titos.

If you’ve been to Puerto Vallarta, no
doubt you have or will return to this delight-
ful respite. If you haven’t had the pleasure,
do put this out-of-the-ordinary Mexico spot
on your wish list for the future. Until next
time, adios!

Sandra Wilkins is owner and president of The
Travel Partnership, Inc., a travel company proud
to serve the gay and lesbian traveler.
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For Appt. Call
(713) 527-0707
HOURS

T-F 7:30-6:00 Sandy Stutz certified master groomer now
Sat. 8:00-4:00 sarving Montrose and Museum District.

908 W. Alabama
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Graphic Design ¥ Computer Staffing
Letterhead v Business Cards ¥ Logos |
v Business Ad Design ¥
* Internet Web Page Design“s

Texas Rambow CIassnﬁeds ;
http://www.insync. net1~pgraph c .

"528-7654

| 4200 Montrose Boulevard, Suite 540

Love to Travel?

HIV+?

TRIP CANCELLATION INSURANCE
NOW AVAILABLE WHICH WAIVES
ALL PRE-EXISTING CONDITIONS!

Call for details:
Sandra Wilkins
(713) 526-4471
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|E~PARTNERSHIP

Treatment of: * Qut-patient detox
- Couples coping with addiction
- Gambling addiction

EEERERREREREE|E

EARTHMAN

COHEN COUNSELING

Addictions Therapy

* Drug and alcohol abuse/dependency

Individual, Family and Group Therapies Available
Lauren Cohen, L,CDC, CADAC, CCGC, NCACI
(718) 785-2600
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THE WORLD

Major events will be heralded by the
media in the days to come. A man and a
woman of high political standing will suffer
from inopportune setbacks. They will have
to contribute to charity, making a mon-
etary sacrifice, so that their lives can be
retumed to normal. A group of physicians,
both foreign and native, will soon join
forces to save the sick and dying. A grow-
ing global virus will be snarled in a trap,

creative observations, communicat-
ing your educated opinions. Con-
trolling your nerves, words, and, ul-
timately, actions is the challenge life
now presents to you.

If married, relationships at this
time will be tested for their virtue.
Temptation in the form of lust will
abound. Inner emotional swings and
extemal stress causes you to allow
your eye to wander. If single, there is

sending our world on its way to liberation,

ARIES (3/21-2/19)

The beauty of life, the wisdom of
love, the luck of spirit, good health, a trip, and financial
stability—in other words, potential opportunities
abound. Beware of using too much aggression which
could lead to obstacles and tyranny. Take time to
reconsider, reevaluate, and re-think your approach to
life. You could be being obstinate, willful, and embar-
rassingly eccentric, creating jealousy in or around you,
causing distress in emotional and business relations.
You must be aware of all these experiences and how
you contribute to all the obstacles. However, many of
you may choose to manifest grace instead. You must
resonate the innocence of a child, and demonstrate
the disciplined control at displaying your reflective

the probability of potential romance,

> but remember—lasting love is much
by Joseph Molina more of a struggle than by living day

by day.

TAURUS (4/20-5/20)

Be prepared for a slight change in plans, deviating
for a slight fraction of time from your chosen path.
There will be a great need for money, wealth, and
security. Expect unexpected expenses that could
cause a slight sense of tension or uncomfortable living
conditions which may lead to the loss of friend. For
some, pay close attention to your bills. Girl, don't
screw with the rent! Others will find a new, more
fitting court, upon which to develop future love.
You're prone to losing material possessions—money,
yourhome, or a valuable possession. An inopportune

Seize The Day!

Whole Wo,.
S

Don’t Wait!
Take Control
of Your Life

Cash Now
For Your Life
Insurance

We specialize in:
*Group Policies
*FEGLI'S
*Annuities

*Assisting anyone facing
a life threatening iliness
*Funding up to 85% of
the face value

Exercise Your Options!
1-800-632-0555

http://www.magicnet.net/ability/

*Absolutely no fees
*Confidentiality assured
*Professional and
Ethical Guidance

America’s first online
Viatical Settlement
Company
ability@magicnet.net

experience reroutes your life into a newer, livelier,
experience-filled existence.

If single, throughout all this mess a new love
could appear, like a stranger in the night come to steal
your heart. If married, just be good. Count your
blessings, and don't mess around even if the oppor-
tunity presents itself on a platter.

GEMINI (5/21-6/20) '

Take a breather. Sit back, relax, intone AA EE Il
OO UV, achieving a state of emotional stability that
will help you stay optimistic, cheerful, and alive. Taking
shortcuts to solve your problems will only result in
creating more problems. Be straightforward and
honest; knowing what to do is one thing, but doing it
is another. You could fee! tired, drained, and quite
unmotivated, but by staying cheerful you will be
energetic and could overcome the doldrums. You
must know that your life is going through powerful
inner shifts. Sometimes life must shatter so that its
contents can be discovered.

If married, problems could arise in love. Disdain-
ful reputations could find their way back home,
bringing unwanted stress, This is a time to clarify and
organize one's life so that love will know its place. If
single, the cosmos leans toward love and the joy of
flings. Celebrate life! Be alive! Live!

CANCER (6/21-7/22)

February through March will be influenced by
slight environmental disturbances that can cause
some stagnate ripples in your life. The key is handling
each of these situations with wisdom, cunning, and
grace, anointing unconditional love on everything you
do. Through this, you will have the embodiment of a
heroic Goddess or a great hero God in overcoming
adversaries. Be conscious of your moods; stay aware
of how theirfluctuations cause you to be overbearing,
emotional, and at times, immature. Be aware of this
information so that you can ace all the upcoming tests
in your life that will soon test your perseverance and
tact.

LEO (7/23-8/22)

Environmental energy could cause you a bit of
unrest and disquiet. Extreme emotional issues chan-
neled through you challenge the energy of the envi-
ronment and your sense of inner-being. You may
choose to ignore the greater goals in life to live for the
moment, reacting to the whim of other distracting
influences. Be aware that you are not being respon-
sible for your emotions and body, and that you are
draining yourself of peace and tranquillity. At times it
can be hard to see how we are the architect of our
own obstacles.

VIRGO (8/23-9/22)

February and March will emphasize the produc-
tive things that you do inlife to enhance your security.
You will notice a more pronounced sense of stability,
both with work and with home. This causes you to
spend time in the country playing with animals, good
family, and friends. At the beginning of March, stay
firm in your foundation, having both strength and
patience simultaneously. Ahead of you are unfore-
seen challenges working against your critical nature.
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An ounce of restraint with valor will equal ten ounces
of gold.

LIBRA (9/23-10/23)

Librais experiencing a cycle of inner-transforma-
tional shifts that will affect your philosophies, belief
systems, and conditioned pattems. You will confront
your inbred demons, whether they be the alcoholism,
dependency, or your tendency to be overly critical.
You are urged to try meditation; ten minutes with a
good, soothing book can be just as beneficial as ten
minutes sitting admiring the trees. You may have to
deal with the emotional loss of friends or lovers. This
could manifest as a great purging through the purifi-
cation of death, or the ending of your temporary
contemporary acquaintance. Allow yourself room
and time to heal both your inner child and your daily
life’s pattern,

SCORPIO (10/22-11/21)

The surrounding air urges an inner push toward
allowing new people in the form of friends and
relationships to enteryour life. You will awaken to the
realization of new life—one in which you can finally
allow for a new lover, or allow forthe present one to
shine. You will shed your skin and allow for your
Scorpio nature to transform your Self. The sense of
not having full control over your emotions will finally
subside, and you will begin to illuminate from within
For some, a lover, friend, or partnerwill at long last be
released from the entanglement of your emotions.
For others, prepare for a shift out of a boring life into
joy, excitement, and movement.

If single, a good relationship may not come
immediately, but many new opportunities for one will.
If married, ground yourself and keep your mind in
focus; you are prone to experience some turbulence
in love.

SAGITTARIUS (1/22-12/21)
You will break away from overly dependent
relationships and situations which are no longer
benefiting your life. You could be experiencing an
overwhelming sense of lethargy, which could be
effecting your drive to succeed. You have been
experiencing life at full throttle, causing erratic pat-
temsand creating quarrels, both athome and at work.
The universe is prompting a change to occur, either
within yourself or through an extemal shift. You could
be experiencing some difficulties between fnends, or
an overlapping sense of mediocrity. You must focus
your mind and organize your life to allow for these
changes to occur. Leam to sumender to a higher
power andto let go as you leamto stop trying to force
everything around you into being. \
If married, relationships demand attention in
order to maintain a balance, Some turbulent energy
will be present, challenging yourusually even temper.
Stay calm, cool, and objective, so no unneeded
difficulties arise. If single, no particular influence is
present; love is still hidden in the void of the future

CAPRICORN (12/22-1/19)

" You must prepare for a slight disruption of your
journey. A delay in your plans could occur. This delay
is designed to reemphasize the lessons of responsibil-
ity, caution, and temperance to prepare you for the
coming months. This shift will be noticed, as a slight
disruption in your emotional state “Jane Fonda's” you
back into place, aligning all your chakras.

At the beginning of March, prepare for an equal-
izing air to descend into your life, adjusting your
career, romantic life, and home to your desired
comfort or into an entirely different direction. Here,
comfort can be achieved.

If single, playful partners and potential mates will

make themselves known in your life. You should be
aware of how your emotions sometimes cause you
to miss out on all these opportunities. If married,
staying aware of all your emotional immaturity could
afford you a great deal more spice in love.

AQUARIUS (1/20-2/18)

For a moment, stress will subside and your
muscles will be relieved of tension. Events will move
forward as your relationships ease. A harmony among
friends will resonate. You will exaggerate your mo-
tions, creating laughter and gaiety. The foundation
beneath your feet is solid, and your inner being is
growing stronger and abundant, creating confidence,
optimism, and abundance, A breakthrough occurs
within your psyche that will manifest in all the world
around you. You will spend more money on your
home entertaining family and friends. You will bask in
the joy of cooking and could host a delightful soiree.
A sign will show you the breakthroughs occurring in
your life.

If single, luck in love abounds the world ‘round,
abundantly gracing your life. If married, a cleansing air
descends on relationships, it's time to confront habits,
pet peeves, and slight annoyances.

PISCES (2/19-3/20)

It is imperative that you become aware of the
issues binding your life, whether they be major or
miner obstacles. They are the overflow of distressing
energy moving out of your life, Potential wealth is
shown, indicating a possible inheritance, money, land,
or a valuable gift. This will catapult your career and
popularity. Expect a promotion, raise, or a hefty
income tax retum. Be aware of difficulty in making
solid decisions. This could cause this transition to be
bumpy, and even interpreted as disruption. You are
urged to allow your watery creativity to flow so that
you can experience optimism and success. Be careful
in taking on more projects than you can handle; ease
into this new vibration like an eagle soaring in the air.

If married, it's time to clarify emotions and bring
all emotional involvement into a realistic perspective.
If single, you're prone to getting involved in scandal-
ous relationships. You know what you do; if some of
your actions come back to haunt you, remember
where they began.

Joseph Molina is a practicing psychic who has
studied the sacred sciences for over 14 years.

Grow your business by
reaching those who
seek to support you!

The ‘CWa R D will

work for you!

WOMEN'S RESOURCE
DIRECTORY

(713) 242-0908

P.O. Box 66796 Houston, TX 77266

C‘\)“o\og‘

Capture your Romance
with memorable
Portraiture...

. Creative portraits
. Holy unions
. Advertising

Satisfaction Guaranteed!

(713) 582-7779
3407 Montrose, $£204
By Appointment
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THE CLASSIFIEDS

ACCOMMODATIONS

DESERT HEARTS COWGIRL CLUB. "Only All-
Women's Dude Ranch in Texas." Call for best rates or
latest newsletter. Beautiful hill country, 50 miles north-
west of San Antonio. 210796-7446. Happy Trails.

THE LOVETT INN. Afiordable luxury in the heart of
Montrose. Beautifully appointed rooms for both business
and leisure travelers. All rooms have direct dial phones,
private bath, breakfast and color TVs. Also available VCR,
FAX, Jacuzzi suites, pool and spa. Walk to clubs, restau-
rants, shopping and public transportation. Convenient to
Downtown, Galleria, Medical and Convention Centers.
Call today 713/522-5224.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

ABSOLUTE LUXURY 1,2 & 3 BEDROOM CON-
DOS, TOWNHOMES and APARTMENTS! Varied
amenities include Washer/Dryer, Fireplace, JACUZZI
BATHTUB, Intrusion Alarm, FREE CABLE, Computer &
Fax Business Center, Gate Attendant and MORE!! from
$535 mo. Innerloop and Houston-wide. A Better Place
713/686-8189.

MONTROSE DUPLEX FORRENT. Large, airy, quiet
street. Two bedrooms, one bath, living, dining, sun rooms.
Share w/d, fenced backyard. Hardwoods, mini-blinds,
Ideal for single lesbian or couple, and their dog. Non-
smokers. $750-775/month. 713/526-7828.

Wanting responsible person to rent new pool house,
Large master room, kitchen, bath, large closet. Pool/
Jacuzzi. Galleria area. $325 bills paid. No drugs, kids, pets.
Leave message 713/266-3944.

Bask in the view of the downtown skyline. Unique loft
apartments—2/2 with garage. All appliances, centrals.
Unbelievable space for the $$. Special move-in price.
Herolz? Management 713/524-4884. Ask about our other
unique properties.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

START-UP CAPITAL SOUGHT. New company
marketing innovative multi-media products to the chronic
iliness populations is seeking qualified investors. Excellent
income potential, Call Barry Beverly @ 800-374-6477
ext. 4956 for more info.

Chance Of A Lifetime

Be able to afford your dreams. Growing tele-
communications co. offers career with huge
money making potential. Full or pa’n—time.
Call now!

713/520-7017.

NOEFENOENT REFPAESENTATIVE

=EXT=ES E

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Need extra money? Want to be free of your 9-5 job?
Want to retire early with a great income? I've been
researching business opportunities for two years and have
found two that satisfied ALL my tests, One already has a
strong gay and lesbian support team in the Houston area.
Call 713/869-5236 for more information.

BUSINESS SERVICES

Insurance & Investment Planning. If your business
is a sole proprietorship, partnership, or corporation, it
may be at serious risk without sound business planning.
| offer solutions and plans to protect your professional
investment. Call Julie LaRue at Acacia Financial
Center of Houston 713/888-3500,

Julia A. Siska, CPA. Taxes, Accounting and Business
Consulting. Free initial consultation. Call 713/460- 1885,

CLEANING SERVICES
What needs to be done MONTROSE
Will do laundry & toilets AREA

Walk the dog/change cat box

Wash dishes, remove garbage
Wipe away dust, vacuum carpet Donn
WOW So Mote It Be, CallMe  713/522-1292

COUNSELING

Life challenges...death...
disease...sexual trauma.
If you are facing any of these, you are
not alone...Journeys can help. Group,

individual, and family sessions
arranged by calling 713/629-0311.

EMPLOYMENT

AVEDA Day Spa and Salon to open soon in the
Galleria area is currently taking applications from ca-
reer-oriented individuals in the following positions: Hair
Designers, Barbers, Retail Specialist, Nail Tech.,
Estheticians, Massage Therapist, and Shampoo Tech.
Only team players should apply. Call 713/629-9995.

Preferred Graphics is now accepting applications for
employment in the Houston metropolitan area. We are
looking for individuals interested in working on a con-
tract basis for computer positions at Gay/Lesbian Owned
Businesses or Gay Friendly Companies. If you have
computer experience and are looking for this type of
work, please email your resume to Preferred Graphics
at pgraphic@insync.net, or send your resume to 4200
Montrose, Suite 540, Houston, TX 77006,

‘ESOTERIC

2 LADY TEAM OFFERS: Master Reiki, clearings,
lightbody integration, counseling and various subtle
energy products to assist you on your path, Reiki classes
taught "Tupperware style." Reasonable rates, Call Rev.
J'tonat 713/893-7767 or Rev. Suzanne at 713/937-3982.

PSYCHIC VISIONS. Elaine Palmer specializes in re-
uniting lovers permanently. She can reveal your destiny
as well as your lovers. Tarot card, aura, sand and palm
readings available. $10 special reading with this ad. Call
for appointment 713/528-0946. 2022 W. Alabama.

Psychic Readings
by Mrs. Gray

Card Reader » Palm Reader

UNLUCKY? UNWANTED? UNLOVED?
FAST RESULTS ON ALL PROBLEMS

MARRIAGE * BUSINESS * LOVE + HEALTH * JOB

528-9675

2119 S. SHEPHERD *» HOUSTON, TX

FOR SALE

Antique China Cabinets (2) and Buffet. Prices range from
$750 to $850. Daniel 713/880-3250.

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Creative designs for ads, brochures,
letterhead, and whatever you need to
get your business noticed.

Call Earle at 713/ 735-0536

HAIRSTYLING

TRACY'S RETREAT For Men, For Women, For You Call
Tracy Gilmore today and make your appointment. 2404
Montrose—Look for the sunflowers! 713/529-5330.

HEALTH/WELLNESS

STOP SMOKING!! New natural herbal product; 100%
Money Back Guarantee, 2-year study = 92-100% Success
Rate. Hear about it...24 hr. message. 713/587-5458.

HAVING TROUBLE WITH
YOUR MEMORY?

Dr. Earl Mindell, author of VITAMIN BIBLE
and dozens of other best sellers introduces. ..
An all natural proprietary breakthrough formula...

MEMORY MATE"™

Improve your Memory
Improve Concentration
Relieve Male Impotence
Relieve Headache and More!
Certified Organic, No Harsh Solvents Used!
30 Day Money Back Guarantee!

oot | 039-5125

24 HRS.

INFO CALL
INSURANCE

First Metropolitan Insurance Services. Life, Health, Den-
tal. Do you need to get a final expense policy for a loved
one? Jim McKee 713/271-2515 Your Independent Agent.
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FARMER'S INSURANCE—Laura Feldman Agent,
713/552-9436. Auto, Home, Life, Annuities, Commer-
cial; for all your Insurance needs. One West Loop South,
#100, 77027,

MASSAGE THERAPY
mas*siige’=THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE.
Nice looking body builder, registered massage therapist,
incredible | hour full body massage, private studio

designed for massage, secure setting. Montrose, $50.
Noon to Midnight. Mitchell 713/521-3359, :

Enjoy the best Swedish massage with
a healing touch. Also, neuromuscular

therapy for specific muscular problems.

Davio Rancer  713/523-0738

RMT #8069

WHOLENESS AND HEALTH. Healing and caring
hands with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Balancing
your life by restoring flow and energy, Peaceful/Relax—
Be good to yourself! RMT #2233, Howard Kanelakos
713/528-6174.

[ GET RELAXED, GET MASSAGED

Winter Special
Buy One, Get One 1/2 price

Package Discounts Available
| Louis 713/529-8808 pgr 713/603-5568

MASSAGE

Deep Touch

713/768-7827

Hobby Airport Area.
I-hr. $39/Students $25
713/645-5252, 9 am-9 pm
Mark Gartner (MT #011071)

ART OF MASSAGE: restoring comfort and balance to
your mind and body by the caring hands of a skilled
therapist. Results can be relaxing, invigorating—even
inspiring! RMT #7796. Michael 713/410-7689.

Treat Yourself to a relaxing massage. Your body will
feel great and your spirit will soar. Invigorating results are
achieved through Swedish massage combined with myo-
therapy. Christian Roff, RMT #010283, 713/632-0880.

MISCELLANEOUS

Best Murder Mystery Dinner in the Museum District.
Book your party now. The Patrician Inn B & B. 713/
461-8796.

Internet
E-Mail?
Unlimited Access
modem 713/722-5400
voice 713/461-3738

NANCY FORD. Musical comedy for private parties,
fundraisers, special events, 713/520-7237 or 713/627-
0301,

advertisements.

secutive months.

not bill.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING RATES

Basic Classifiedsare $13 for 30 words or less and 25¢
for each word thereafter. Add additional 25¢ per each
bold word. Discount available for insertions of 3 or 6
months, if ads are prepaid. Three-month insertion base
rate of $10 per month; six-month insertion base rate of
$8 per month. Sorry, we do not bill for classifieds

I"). Reversed Boxed Ads (black background with white
lettering) are $28 per column inch. 10 percent discount
granted to advertisers who prepay for 3 or more con-

Deadline: The Ist of the month prior to publication.
Mail ad and payment to: OutSmart Classifieds, 3406
Audubon, Houston, TX 77006. (Make checks payable to
Up & Out Communications.) Or order by phone at (713)
520-7237 or FAX it to us at (713) 522-3275 and pay by
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¥

!

Questions? Call OutSmart at (713) 520-7237,

Name

GAY PEN-PALS for gay and lesbian youth. For instruc-
tions on joining the Alyson Letter Exchange Program,
write to Letter Exchange, c/o Alyson Publications, 40
Plympton Street, Boston, MA 02| 18. Participants must be

2| or younger.

ONLINE SERVICES

The Rainbow Classifieds, Texas' Newest Gay & Les-
bian Internet Web Page, is now accepting Want-Ads,
Personals, Calendar Postings, and Obituary Notices: Free
Business Ads with coupon. See our coupon page...Call
for details 713/528-7654 or visit our URL: hetp://
www.insync.net/~pgraphic.

FIRST TIME BBS

Houston's Largest
Gay-Owned and Operated Online System
Chat, Profiles, Files, Matchmaker

Modem: 713/522-1170
[Aduits Only)

PRODUCTS

RAINBOW BOXERS. Rainbow/pride-striped boxer
shorts. $16 each, two for $30. Specify S, M, L, XL Allow
3-4 weeks. Add 10% S/H and 8.25% sales tax. Send check/
MO: JADS Enterprises, P.O. Box 87725, Houston, TX
77287-7725.

The Classifieds

continued on next page

--------——-----—---1

CLASSIFIED
ORDER FORM

Address

City

State

Zip

Day Phone

Evening Phone

Number of Issues Ad Is To Run
Classification Desired :

Form of Payment

Credit Card Number

( Check or Money Order
(J Credit Card

Exp. Date

Name of Cardholder

L-----—-------
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The CIaSSiﬁedS continued from previous page

RAINBOW GIFTS.
Rainbow Flag—6-banded or US-style, polyester, 3'x5',
$13 each; both for $25. 6-banded nylon, $18.
Rainbow Windsock—36" for $5; 56-60" for $8: both for $12.
Rainbow Candle—in glass cat, heart, bunny, $10 each.
Rainbow Sunglasses Strap—$5.
Pride-Striped Beach Towel—32"x64", rainbow colors
alternate with white stripes, $20.
AIDS Awareness Lapel Pin (red ribbon)—$2.
Heart lapel pins—one says "MASTER," one says "SLAVE,"
$3 each; $5 both,
Add 10% S/H and 8.25% sales tax. Send check/MO: JADS
Enterprises, P.O. Box 87725, Houston, TX 77287-7725.

EROTIC
CHOCOLATES
from Sensuous Sweets

FREE CcATALOG
800-96-SWEETS

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
BUYINGORSELLING—SmanneAndersonProp-
erties, Houston's ONLY Lesbian, Gay, Bi,and Transgender
realty firm. 713/529-8484. (See our display ad in this

- issue.)

Richard Hill, Realtor—Proudly serving our community
for 9 years. Experienced and professional. Free consulta-
tion or market analysis of your home. 768-3095 or 869-
0456,

RETAIL

BASIC BROTHERS. Your out and proud clothing
store. Swimwear, activewear, work-out wear, club clothes,
fashion, and more! 1232 Westheimer. Open Monday-
Saturday 10-9 and Sunday 12-6, 713/522-1626.

SERVICES

REMODELING. Jay-Co Home Improvement Remod-
eling and Repair including: painting, sheetrock, floors,
carpentry, and more. No job too small. Free estimates.
Call Jerrod— 713/659-7030 or 713/315-6952 (pgr./vm).

CARS WANTED
$ PAY CASH $
713/526-3030

HARDWARE/SOFTWARE. | go to auctions where
computers, laptops, memory, software, etc. are sold for
unbelievable prices! If you have computer or office needs
and want to save aTot of money, call me. | may be able to
get it for you cheaper than wholesale. 713/314-0906.

MASTER CARPENTER. Window Boxes, Custom
Cabinets, Residential Remodeling, Furniture Repair. 24
years experience, Free estimates, references, Call Tim
Williams at 713/526-7149.

AR el

| can’t believe |
missed another

and you won’t have to
miss another one!)

ISsue of
OutSmart
magazine!

(SUBSCRIBE.

To order your subscription of OutSmart magazine for one year,
send $16 (Visa/MC/AE accepted) and this order form to:
OutSmart Subscription, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006.

Name

Address

City State

Phone (H) (W)

Credit Card #

Cardholder Name
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BARTENDER for private parties, holy union ceremo-
nies, or group functions. Start planning for your holiday
party now! Call Eric at 713/521-4546.

SINGLES

PRIVATE SCREENING. Meet eligible singles the
SAFE way. Confidential, discreet. Straight, Espafiol, gay,
lesbian, bisexual, area code—your choice. 1-900-820-
9669 ext. 824, $2.00/minute, T-tone required, |8+.
Avalon Communications 305/525-0800.

ONE Stop SHoPPING FOR Love
&  Gay, Straight, Spanish.
Loads of available singles.
1-900-976-9997 exr. 720

$2/min. T-tone required. 18+
Avalon Communications 305/525-0800

TRAVEL

ANGEL'S RV RENTALS 713/445-7732 JoAnn
Luxury Motorhome Coaches (TV/VCR/Microwaves).
'96 Class-A sleeps 7

'95 Class-A sleeps 6

'96 Class-C sleeps 8

Catering to the gay community!

Travel OutSmart!

The Travel Partnership, Inc.
SANDRA WILKINS
(713) 526-4471 pgr 903-1247

Sojourns

A World Travel Service

3400 Montrose Blvd,, Suite 909, Houston, Texas 77006

We Are a Full Service
Travel Agency A

Call and ask for our FREE brochure of
specially designed tours for our community

713/528-2299 800/530-2299

WORK WANTED

Experienced bartender, chef, interior/exterior house
painter needs work. Call Cleve at 713/880-3607.

A Touch of a Rainbow. When you want things done
professionally. Call Ray 713/846-3339 (pager),

VACATION RENTAL

GALVESTON CONDO RENTALS. Gulf view, $50
a night Friday-Saturday, $40 a night Sunday-Thursday
(per couple). CLYDE WILLIAMS at 713/236-0064.

Little Boy Blue

Continued from page 50

tion the cheesy independents filming low-
budget numbers on their own), Falcon de-
cided to throw some of their video weight
around and produce what is probably the
most expensive gay adult video ever made,
with more than 30 of porn’s hottest actors.
When all production was spent and done,
the bill was over half of a million dollars,
considerably more than $30,000 average.

“The house they had just for shooting,
they were paying $5,000 a week for and they
were there for four months. There were like
37 people in this movie, supposed to be one
of the biggest cast movies ever. This is the
biggest video they’ve ever done and they
spend a lot of money on their videos, They
had a staff of 40 people. Whatever you
wanted, you got.”

In all this, Steele seems still amazed by
itall, but his voice contains thelittlest hint of
set-pampering or glamour. But there is no
shame in his voice, either.

“Mostly, I got back into it because I
want to release this movie I have,” says
Steele. “Solo work, some black and white
footage, some color. I have no backers, so
I'm working on it with my own money. I
don’t want any backers. This is mine.

“I’ve never regretted anything. I can say
I'vedoneit, been there. I wanted to do it and
I did it. I knew when to stop.”

Maybe.

AV A

There’s abit of winter chill on this night
in the small garden, and Will Henderson
Staples is walking through his botanical
achievements,

“Tom Steele is a totally different per-
son, totally different,” Staples says of his
alter ego. “He has to come outevery now and
then.”

He examines the potted plants and col-
orful blooms, chuckling at the confession
before commenting on his given alias.

“The name Tom Steele was picked for
me by Catalina Videos. At first, I kinda
thought it was a dumb name, but I guess it
wasn’t.”

Muscular arms swing up to point out
the lush tendrils that sensually, though inno-
cently, swirl up around the black iron fence
and white brick wall.

“They named me after a lawyer they
hated.”

Hub-hub.

Stepping through the plants, he cata-
logues them, describes them, boasts about
them, like they're the symbols of his tangled,
complicated, sometimes beautiful accom-

«&+ NO SIMPLE SUGARS -
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Gay Matchmaker
Continued from page 58

our community, address topics including
self-esteem, communication, trust, intimacy,
and internalized homophobia.

Committing to a relationship with self
and a significant other is time-and energy-
consuming, and it does take work. Clients
who have actively sought the rich rewards of
a healthy relationship with themselves and
others are significantly different—they are
happy and satisfied.

As for existentialism, it is a fascinating
philosophy. But it no longer boasts my criti-
cal allegiance. I have, over the past several
years, pursued a love affair with Trudi, and
I also actively participate in connecting my-
self with the rest of the world. It brings me
joy to recognize and be a conscious part of
the process. The rewards, personal and pro-
fessional, have been countless. It is this piece
of that philosophy that I strive to share with
our clients at Alternative Visions. ¥

Wendi E. Stinson-Phoenix is a bebavioral con-
sultant and co-owner of Alternative Visions.

plishments. They’re like his tended pride
and joy. Like they’re his cats. Like they’re his
lover,

Like they're the son he bore from his
very first sexual experience.

“I was 15, the girl was 16,” he says
under heavy moonlight, his deep voice a
mumbling, humorless purr. “First person I
ever slept with. I dropped out of school to
support the baby. Itook care of her foralong
time, then we lost touch. It’s been so long.

“He’s not in Texas, I know that much.
L hired someone to find him three years ago,
but couldn’t find him. I just wanted to find

out where he was at. I think about him all the
time. He’s, like, 14 now. A boy, Christian.
Sometime I'd like to see him, see how he’s
doing.”

Staples shakes his head, like a shiver,
though no breeze comes near.

“Someday.” v

Steven Foster is a freelance writer in Houston
and a frequent contributor to OutSmart.

Thanks to Ken Qeltjendiers and We Deliver Vid-
eos for their assistance in researching this article.
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OUTSMART RESOURCE DIRECTORY

ACCOMMODATIONS

501 Lovett ..... 522-5224

ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Patrick Falcon, CPA ...... 4200 Montrose #490 .....1522-3308
Hubbard Financial Services .... 2615 Montrose ..... 522:9000
Julia Siska, CPA

ADVERTISING
OutSmart Magazine ...... 3406 Audubon Place ..... 5207237
Uptown Express Magazine 3406 Audubon Place ... 520-7237
The Gay and Lesbian Yeliow Pages .
Woman's Resource Directory

ATTORNEYS

Cordell & Haley, L.LP. ........... 1712 Fairview ..... 5222488
Moore & Hunt

COMMUNITY SERVICES/

ORGANIZATIONS
AIDS Equity LE3BUE ....eeiunas P.0. Box 980307 ..... 8710092
AIDS Alliance of the Bay Area17511 El Camino Real488-4492
AIDS Foundation Houston3202 Weslayan Annex ... 6236796
AIDS Mastery Workshop .. 6236796
Anti-Homophobia Alllance (AHA!) ..
AVES (Amigos AIDS Volunteers )4126 SW Freeway 626-2837
Bering Community Service Foundation1440 Harold 5296071
Body Positive........... 1475 W. Gray #176-177 524-2374
Dizinger Foundation .....c.ccevnus 3701 Montrose ..... 522-8660
Gay and Lesbian Switchboard of Houston .. 5293211
Gay Men's Chorus ............. P.O. Box 541004 ...... 521-SING
Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce ......
1109 Hyde Park Box 178, Houston, 77006 .......... 5237576
Hate Crimes Hot-Line 529.9615
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals ....... 9427002
Houston Clinical Research Network4211 Graustark 520-2034
Houston Outdoor Group ....... P.O. Box980893 ..... KAMP-OUT

Houston Physicians for Human Rights2006 McDuffie523-4700

Houston Wrestling Club ........ccivieverecsmrasnnes 4626143 ext. 2
LIB (Lesbians in Business) ... P.O. Box 66748 ..... 5290077
KOLBE Project ...........ccornenninns 1509 Fairview ..... 5228182
Lambda Center (AICOhOICS ANONYMOUS) ..ecireernrrsssssnsrssssensres
521-1243 (office) .......c...... 5289772 (lobby)

Montrose Clinic 215 Westheimer ..... 520-2000
NAMES Project Houston ...... 2410 Woodhead .... 52-NAMES
Omega House, INC. ....c...cccevnnes 602 Branard ..... 5237110
DR O B N e AR e R I R 8718519
Pet Patrol 522-1954

Parents & Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) .. 867-9020
PFLAG VictoriaP.0. Box 5490, Victoria, TX 77093 ......cccocrvenene

512/576-5603
PWA Coalition .....c.ccv.... 3400 Montrose #106 ..... 5225428
Southem H ity BBS 522:1515
Southeast Texas Legal Clinic3400 Montrose #203 5237852

DATING SERVICES
Alternative Visions 5268223
ENTERTAINMENT
CLUBS AND COMEDIANS

MRS . 9200 Buffalo Speedway ..... 666-3464
Nancy Ford Musical Comedy 3406 Audubon Pl ...... 520-7237
RICIY B eeameeeecisintosiondssssission 2401 San Jacinto ..... 7599606

Singing Cavalier Telegrams8303 S.W Frwy #230... 520.7171
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THEATERS
Society for the Perf g Arts 227-1910
Stages Repertory ThEatre ......cuerervernens eee 52-STAGE

Theatre LaB Houston 8687516
Theatre Under the Stars ... 622-1626
FINANCIAL SERVICES
FINANCIAL ADVISORS

Acacia Financial Ctr...9 Greenway Plaza # 3000 ... 888-3500
Bill Green, CPA, CFD1225 N. Loop West #216 ..... 8691144
2615 Montrose ..... 5229000

Hubbard Ei
r rd F

MORTGAGE BROKERS
First Financial Mortgage Corp. .. John Hathcote ..... 6699555
Mortgage ASSOC. Of TEXAS ..vuvvirecsiressusiassnmssssnsanns 5241850
New Era Mortgage Co. 8958082
North American Mortgage CompanyMargi Duncan . 2684172
Ryland MOTMEBEE «.vvvesssarersrsssnsans Chris Milam ..... 8750083
FITNESS/HEALTH CLUBS/
PERSONAL TRAINING
The Art of Fitness 938-80DY
Body Balance .... e 2425 Sunset ..... 5209916
Houston Gym ... 233 Birdsall ..... 8809191
Muscle Mechanics 523.5330
GRAPHIC ARTISTS
Graphic Ink 522-7050
Preferred Grap 5287654
Signs of Success 2360 W, Alabama ..... 942-7446
HAIR STYLISTS / FASHION
Debbie’s Style Shop ...... 2726 Whnite Oak Dr, ..... 8698977
Robinhoods 315 W. Alabama ..... 9428888
Tracy's Retreat 2404 Montrose ..... 5295330
INSURANCE
Pippa WIleY ..ccceversssssssensen Farmers Insurance ..... 957-4297
Mansker Insurance ...... 3400 Montrose #227 ..... 5222792
HEALTH CARE
PROFESSIONALS

5 CHIROPRACTIC
Jacqueline A. Doval, M.S., D.C.4126 S.W. Freeway 627-9355
Dr. Jerry Martin, PC .......... 5252 Westchester ..... 660-7722

Yale Chiropractic Clinic e 1445 Yale ..... 802-0003
DENTISTS

Bruce W, Smith, DDS. ............ 1006 Missour! ..... 5294364
DERMATOLOGY

University of Texas Dermatology ........ocuwmvsissssissss 7945232
HYPNOTHERAPY

Joyce Caidcleugh ..... 2200 SW Freeway #400 ..... 5241241

Mike Beaver ... 3838 Hillcroft #315 ..... 9786770

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MDSt. Joseph Eye Center ..... 7570270
OPTOMETRISTS

Dr. Sue Moss ..—.......... 1428-A West Alabama ..... 524-2525

Pearle Vision Express........... 1200 McKinney ..... 651-1455

West University Optical......... 6737 Stella Link ..... 4321137

PHARMACEUTICAL/PERSCRIPTIONS
STATSCRIPT ....oovvvenne 4101 Greenbriar #235 ..... 5211700
PHYSICIANS

Gay&Lesbian Health Professionals Referral Line ... 5234700

ATt PRBI0;: DO i srriessaaisnisssssssssrsmedasssossios 6260505

Patricia Salvato, MD 4120 SW Freeway #200 ..... 960-7900

MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Altruistic Touches/James BUTKE .......ccccerrrascarssnans 5239153

Cookie (Alice M.) Davenport

Essential Touch/Alan Davidson...3100 Richmond . 9420923
Houston AIDS Massage PrOJeCt ......usvsmummsrssseesss 768-4267
Noman Sanford ............ 25038 S. Shepherd ..... 9352122

PSYCHIC & INTUITIVE READERS
Sharron Mattison 681-1747
Joseph Molina 524-4411
Sandra Nicholas 522-0990
Joe Paxton 5231627
PSYCHOTHERAPY/COUNSELING

Margaret DiJacklin & Assoc.4200 Montrose #540 5227014

Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP ... 522-3045
Cohen Counseling 7852600
Artyne Gimble 6660433
Miles Glaspy ......uien New Counseling Center ..... 5201913
Seely M. Gerraughty, LMSW-ACP LMFT ....covvenienns 5264487
Dave Hop PC 526-3238

Barbara Levinson, PhDCenter for Healthy Sexuality 785-2600
Odilia Méndez, MS, LPC315 W. Alabama, #106 .... 527-8800
Denise O'Doherty, LPC ......... 3415 Graustark ..... 5291913
Montrose Counseling Ctr .. 701 Richmond Ave ..... 529-0037
Patrick Vachon, LMSW-ACP,,,New Counseling Center529-1913

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Acker-Blum Realtors ..uwwseis.. 1939 W, Gray ..... 5296660
American Title Co. .... 5 Post Oak Park #1900 ..... 9659777
Bianchi Wendland Properties . 4617 Montrose ..... 5224811
Neartown Realty ....cuesmsessssnsnnns 909 W. Main ..... 5234000

Russ Jeter ......... 2415 Town Center Dr. #200 ..... 2650123
Cary Russell ..... Prudential Premier Properties ..... 7852600
Stephen Tompkins, Century 21 ......c.csumcsmssnsssions 6440084

Suzanne Anderson Properties 239 Westheimer ..... 5298484
Richard Hill (Swilley-Hudson) .... 1505 Heights ..... 8690456

RELIGIOUS /SPIRITUALITY
Community Gospel Church . 501 E, 18th ..., 8809235
The Community of The Reconciling Sernvant ...........ecoecmeeerne
1505 Nevada
Dignity Houston ...
Ecumenical Catholic Church..
Houston Mission Church .......... 1505 Nevada ..... 5298225
Jewish CONgregation ......umisesininen 7487079
Kingdom Community Chureh ... 4404 Biossom ..... 862-7533
Maranatha MCCR 3400 Montrose, Suite 600... .... 5286756

.. 1307 H Yale

MCCR HOUSEON ....ovvvevvmmsarunseas 1919 Decatur ..... 8619149
RESTAURANTS & COFFEE BARS
B.O L rveivsvspersassaryrrns i 3745 Greenbriar ..... 5230880
Baba Yega Saloon & Cafe ........... 2607 Grant ..... 5220042

. 2089 Westheimer ..... 5286750
sase 3200 Kirty Dr. ..... 5229999

Cafe Maison Coffee ..

Prince Street Market Coffee Delivery .............cui. 8802338
Sunset Tea ROOM ...cucvaninsses Sunset @ Kirby ..... 666-9032
RETAIL
AUTOMOTIVE SALES
DOMINION JABUAI cuveevessusssiasssssnns 3101 Kirby ..... 526-3147
ANTIQUES, CONSIGNMENT SHOPS
NOw & AZBIN ..coovvrsnssnsrsimsiaseanse 1819 Waugh ..... 529-5069

River Oaks Antiques Center 2119 Westheimer ..... 5208238
BOOKS, CARDS, PERIODICALS, ETC,

The Book HOUSE ...ocveersenannes 1643 Richmond ..... 5240992
C ds Market 610 W. Al i 9420147
Dy i 3804 S. Shepherd ..... 5285457
Inklings ... ... 1846 Richmond Ave. ..... 521-3369

<e 1424 Westheimer ..... 522.5156

CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES

Basic Broth 1232 Westheimer ..., 5221626
DareWare .....cconnnen e 9019 Westheimer ..., 9539303
Eye Elegance s 6224411
JADS E: ... 8438508
Leather Forever 711 Fairview ..... 5286940
Heights Above Florist ........... 911 W. 11th St. ..., 862.2683
Flower Mart of Hyde Park ..... 1200 Waugh DF. ..... 5282300
FORMALWEAR
Tuxedo Gallery 21 s 6883199
FURNITURE
ATOR A tassirtesessrioniinriicas 3200 S. Shepherd ..., 5280220
GIFTS
Celebrations To Go Gift Baskets .......veuu, s, 520-1674
Singing Cavalier Singing TEIEgrams w..cwuuisi.n., 5207171
GROCERIES, SUPPLIES & LIQUOR
Fiesta Market .. 3803 Dunlavy ..... 5297352 INTERNET PROVIDERS VIDEOTAPING/EDITING
Kroger ... -~ 3300 Montrose ..... 5267865 |ngyne 3400 M #903 .... 9614242 pbsolute Video, Patricia Crago 7864902
- JEWELEA;? / LAUNDRY/DRY CLEANERS A VOICEIWL ...................
. o e W00 MAN #1501 ... 2270171 Gystom Valet Cleaners..... 1900 5. Shepherd ... 5203368 .3, voice Ml 2990 Richmond Ave #504 ... 2841448
Jowelry Appraisal Svcs.2425 W. Loop South, #800 6229070 eignis Discount Cleaners...402 1/2 W. 11th St. 880-3365
Reiner's Jeweler's .......... 2210 Westheimer ..... 5201212 PET CARE SIGNS/BANNERS
Absolutely Fabulous Pet Care 908 W. Alabama ..... 527-0707 /
SERVICES PIANO TUNING Signs of SUCCESS ...uvsmuiensen 2360 W. Alabama ..... 942-7446
CATERING James B. Kozak 8638608
Cosiiint by oo B hoa PHOTOGRAPHY TRAVEL AGENCIES
Personal Cooking Services ... sosmsisseennases 522-4407 Theresa Dilk 8624604 Advance-Damron Vacations .... 8006950880 ..... 682-2650
CLEANING Gabriel T. 3407 M #204 ... 5827779 Sandra Wilkins/Travel Partnership ........oeviiniense 5264471
Lenny’s Cleaning Co. 662.6446 PLUMBERS Soj Travel 800-530-2299 ..... 5282299
Man Maid Cleaning Service/Tony AKIN w......... 9930737 Bicknell Plumbing 6496161
CONSTRUCTIONREMODELING PRINTING AND GRAPHICS VIATICAL SERVICES
U.S. Constructk 526-7679 House of Coleman . 901 W. Alabama ..... 5232521 Ability Life Trust, Inc..... -
FUNERAL/MORTUARY SERVICES Printing Expressions.... 5406 Kirby ..... 666-5404 Community Life...Todayl .
Crespo Funeral HOMES ..............eusiens ressssnsmpsssnnss 2235420 SHIPPING/MAILING Life Benef;
E Funeral Di 4658900 ..... 659-3000 Mail Boxes ELC. ..o, 5090 Richmond Ave. ..... 626-2920 NVR
Etemal Rest Funeral Home ..... 4610 Wayside ..... 644-1166 Postnet 2620 S. Shepherd ..... 5287678 Page & A Inc.
Viatical Benefits Foundation ...

In Memoriam

CHARLES MOODY

Charles Moody lost his battle with AIDS on January 11 at the
age of 57. He is survived by his brother, Slade Moody.

Charles was an active member of our community and in-
volved in several organizations to advance the cause of gay civil
rights. He restructured and revitalized the Gay Lesbian Bisexual
Veterans of America Chapter in Houston (GLBVA-H), was past
member of the Houston Gay Lesbian Political Caucus (HGLPC),
was an active member of the Log Cabin Republicans (LCR) of
Houston, served on the Ryan White Planning Council, was a
member of Bering Methodist Church, and was a Sitting Precinct
Chair in the Republican Party.

A gravesite service attended by his family and many friends
was held at the Veterans’ Cemetery.

For the past weeks, I have been trying to get through by
phone to one of my favorite precinet initiative candidates, the
ever-feisty Charles Moody. At firstI gotno answer, then I got the
message that hisline had been disconnected. The next day, I tried
to fax him on his fax line, but to no avail.

Monday night I stopped by his apartment to see what was

up. One of my fellow Log Cabin members suggested that maybe
he was just having a cash-flow problem and we could offer to help
get his phone line re-connected.

When I rang the door bell repeatedly, the complex manager
cameout tosay, “Areyou here tosee Mr. Moody?” I said that I was,
and he told me that Charles had passed away. I had just seen him
the previous week and couldn’t imagine he was gone.

It seems that last week he thought he was having heart trouble
and called 911. He slipped into a coma the next day at Twelve
Oaks and never recovered. This brave soldier had fought in many
battles during his lifetime, but this dreaded disease that has taken
so many of dur friends was too much even for him.

He was currently holding the position of Republican Party
Precinct Chair of Precinct #728 and running for re-election in the
March 12 primaries. He was living the dream that so many of us
within the Log Cabin movement have: changing the Republican
Party from the inside. He was breaking stereotypes within the
Party and within our own community. He was also quite active in
the local gay veteran’s group and was proud of his service to both
his country and his community. He was a valued member of LCR-
Houston and we will miss him dearly.

His Comrade in Arms,
Tirey B. Counts (Jan. 16, 1996)
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o there I was, brand new to Texas,

leaning against the bar in a woman’s

club for the first time in my life. My
friends (sponsors?) introduced metoawoman
who chose to skip the formalities of small
talk, Caressing her Lite long neck, hooking
her boot heel on the rail, she immediately
asked if T was butch or fluff. New to the
neighborhood, freshly divorced, I was some-
what unfamiliar with the lingo. Eager to
make a new friend, attempting to be all
things to all people, and yet careful not to
step into the fire lane, I turned to her full-
frontal and replied, “Bluff.”

With that, my first volley returned, 1
entered that great tennis tournament which
I now know to be Interactive Lesbian Life,

JoAnn Loulan, noted sexologist and
lesbian whoopee icon, stated last year in an
interview in OutSmart, “Being butch is not
about being male. Being femme is not about
being passive. I don’t think any of us want to

be limited by being labeled
- or categorized. We have
Benlg hundreds of choices about
e who weareas lesbians, and

gdy IS ourerotic designations.”
Indeed we have. But
(IbOI“ just as we have hundreds of

choices about our erotic

Who we designations, we have an
equally impressive respon-
arel no' sibility to not be defined by

who we

How dowedefineour-

selves? By our sexual pro-

do’ nor clivities? Race? Gender?

how Spirituality? Intellect? Con-

dom brand-of-choice? Plain

o"‘en. or peanut? Of course, we

define ourselves by a bal-

ance of all these things, It’s

when one of these aspects

of our psyche starts tipping the scale in

negligence of the other aspects, that the
trouble starts,

Someone once told me that the defini-
tion of promiscuity is any one who is getting
more than you. It’s all relative.

Relatively speaking, much has happened
since my maiden voyage that night into that
women’s bar over a decade ago. At that time,
politics was not an arena many gay men or

by Nancy Ford

lesbian chose to dabble in. Conversely, in
1995-96, 200 openly gay/lesbian candidates
have contacted the Gay and Lesbian Politi-
cal Victory Fund about running for public
office. That’s up from 40 just since 1991-92,
according to Kathleen DeBold, deputy di-
rector of the D.C.-based organization.

In fact, nationwide, six openly gay men
are currently seeking their party’s nomina-
tion for a seat in the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives. (One of them—Patrick Baikauskas
of Illinois—is a Republican. I knew you were
wondering.)

Be sure that this increase in gay visibil-
ity will carry with it a new offensive from
organizations like the KKK and its button-
down offshoots, the American Family Asso-
ciation, Concerned Women of America, and
the rest. Be sure they will pull out all the old
labels and stereotypes, citing out-of-context
biblical passages and skewed medical jour-
nals, like this:

“In certain professions a very large per-
centage practice abnormal sexual relations.
Many of these individuals are thoroughly
healthy, and not in any other way to be
distinguished from normal human beings.

“Many homosexuals among men are
splendid musicians, capable writers, adept
hairdressers and designers, and perhaps the
best of all, interior decorators. In fact, many
of these individuals take a certain pride in
their un-normality, claiming that their prac-

tice is far to be preferred to the old-fash-
ioned, and to them obsolete relations that
exist between normal men and women.”

This text has been plucked verbatim
from the highly respected medical journal/
sex manual, Eugenics and Sex Harmony by
Herman H. Rubin, M.D. The bad news is
that this publication was considered the
Bible of Sexology for some time, the theories
of which were referred and adhered to al-
most exclusively by major U.S. medical uni-
versities and institutions of higher learning.
Scared?

The good news is, Eugenics was pub-
lished way back in 1933, and has since been
used as a yardstick to measure how far the
medical community has come in its research
of homosexuality.

Yes, we've come a long way since 1933.
Today we know better. Today we know that
being a gay man or lesbian is not who you
have sex with, any more than being a hetero-
sexual is who you have sex with. Being gay is
about who we are, not who we do, nor how
often. Today, we know that stereotypes of
this nature arearchaic, and that this rhetoric
is not only inaccurate, but dangerously in-
flammatory in a country whose economic
and political climate is considered some-
what unstable,

Coincidentally, in 1933, Adolph Hitler
was appointed chancellor of Germany. The
same day, the new Hitler regime banned all
the gay press in that country, which was
enjoying burgeoning success in the free-
thinking Europe of the early 20th century.
This ban was followed by the burning of an
estimated 12,000 “homosexuality-sympa-
thetic” books, periodicals, and other docu-
ments, marking the beginning of the end of
the early gay rights movement in Germany.
We know what happened next.

The next time you're about to settle in
for a session of hot sex with your favorite
butch or fluff, porn star or congressional
candidate, make sure your partner has not
onlyacondom, butavoter registration card,
as well.

Who knows—yourlife may depend onit.

v

Nancy Ford is a Houaston-based comedian and
[frequent contributor to the gay and lesbian press,
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