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A Christmas Songfest*

An evening of caroling and festivities benefiting
The Assistance Fund
Omega House

Masters of Ceremonies

Mr. Dan Meador of KHOU-TV CH 11
Ms. Dayna Steele of KNWS-TV CH 51
Ms. Maria Todd of KRBE-Radio 104 FM

Music by
Jerry Atwood Keith Caldwell
Cindy Harrelson ~ Sharon Montgomery

...and You!

Featuring Open Bar, Dinner Buffet & Silent Auction

0:30 PM. Sunday. December 8. 1996
Edwin Hornberger Conference Center
2151 West Holecombe Boulevard

Ricky Comeaux
Terry Pierce

Holiday Attire, Black Tie Optional
Table Reservations: Ed Inderwish. 713/683-0485
MC/VISA accepted for ticket purchases & Silent Auction

*An all Volunteer Texas Non-Profit Corporation Exempt Under IRC-501(¢)(3)
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HAS INTERIOR MOTIVES

Entertain.
Burn lots of candles.
Have a friend help you cook.
Set an example.
Serve wine in an old Fashioned.
Redo a room.
Rekindle an old Flame.

Laugh outloud.

Play Barry White and Ella Fitzgerald.

Turn the lights down low.

[ When you're creating the mood,
we're the best at setting it.]

“Because there's no place like home”

3200 SHEPHERD (713)528-0220 FAX (713)521-3868
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Letters to the Editor

UGLY, INSULTING,AND CONFRONTATIONAL

| read with great interest Dr. Colleen R. Logan's “The Revolution Con-
tinues...” (QutSmart, Nov. 96) concerning the widespread misusg of the
term “homophobia" As one who makes his living with the Engllsh lan-
guage, | wholeheartedly agree that we do ourselves a great dnsserche—
while letting our opponents off the hook—by suggesting they can't help
their irrational fear of gays and lesbians, and therefore aren't truly respon-
sible for their actions against us. | have thought this for some time, and |
applaud Dr. Logan for pointing out this misnomer. il

However, | can't say | support substituting the term "homopre;udlce
for "homophobia."While “homoprejudice” is undoubtedly technically cor-
rect, it also seems to me a bit too “politically correct,” trendy and, frankly,
lacks any visceral power to move the reader or listener.

| would suggest there already exists in the lexicon a perfectly good
word to describe the attitude and behavior of the likes of Jesse Helms,
Phil Gramm, and Pat Robertson.

That word is "bigotry.”

According to Webster's, bigotry is defined as “‘obstinate and unreason-
ing attachment to one's own belief and opinions, with intolerance of be-
liefs opposed to them.”

Sound like it fits the bill? It's ugly insulting, and confrontational. So are
the actions of bigots. Enemies of the caliber of Helms, Roberston, et al.
will surely laugh it off if we accuse them of “homoprejudice.” It's way past
time we call them on their behavior in clear, unvarnished English, and

never mind sparing their feelings.
—XKen Hays

Houston

LEFT OUT, MADE FUN OF, RIDICULED,AND REJECTED

| am responding to the article [“The Price One Pays for Helping Oth-
ers," by Nelson Vergel in September's OutSmart.]. It really upsets melwhe.n
people who know nothing about the deaf community speak out in .thss
way. | want to shed some light on a subject that most of the American
public isn't aware of or doesn't care to get concerned abqut.

One thing hearing people fail to realize is that there really is a deaf com-
munity. They have their own culture, and they have special needs begause
of this disability. This has been recognized and supported by our rTatlonaI
government with the passage of the Americans With Disabilitugs Act
(ADA\). Deaf people have been left out, made fun of, ridicu!ec} and rejected,
Why? Because they cannot hear and because they use a visual means of
communication, It makes them appear different than us hearing people.

| am the "volunteer interpreter” who Nelson said was available at the
June seminar. My reason for going to this seminar was to' learn, not to
work, My enjoyment of this seminar went right out the window when |
had to interpret the whole thing for three hours.

| don't know exactly who sponsored Nelson Vergel's seminar. | thought
Body Positive was responsible for providing an interpreter. Don't even
presume that because | was there to interpret, anyone is off the hook. If

- | were not there, | am sure there would have been an even bigger issue

at hand. | am very disappointed that an interpreter was not provided
when | was told there would be one. | feel like the agencies that provide
this type of informational session should be sympathetic to all people’s
needs, not just to the people who can hear.

| have no doubt that Nelson Vergel is doing his work partly for the
benefit of the people who need it, and | am glad he is. If he lets this over-
shadow his conviction for doing it, then it must've been a lower priority

than he leads us to believe. )
Continued on page 6

[‘—
Publisher’s Perspective

During the holidays, it’s easy to get wrapped up in the
gift-giving frenzy. However, these past few years I have
come to realize that many of my most treasured gifts came
unexpectedly and weren't always wrapped in pretty paper.
In fact, until I could “see” them as gifts, they felt more like
demons torturing me,

One of these gifts came four years ago after my partner
Joey died. We had a good relationship. Through our nine
years together our two lives be-
came intertwined. Joey’s family
became my family and my family
became his. When his will was left
undone, things changed. Our
house was no longer our home. It
became the property of the Estate.
Money in the bank was no longer
ours. It also became property of
the Estate. Then Joey’s family was
no longer my family. They became
the Estate.

Greg Jeu A few months later, because of
legal technicalities, his family be-
came the owners of our mortgage-free home. Now they
wanted to be my landlords and rent my home to me. I ago-
nized over what to do. The answer became clear one morn-
ing when I heard Joey’s voice telling me, “You could keep
the house if you really want it, but it will only impede you
from where you need to be.” That was all I needed. Home is
where the heart is, and mine was no longer there.

On Christmas Eve, I received a registered letter from
the Estate’s attorney advising me not to move anything
from the house unless I could prove personal ownership.
Merry Christmas to you too. Chalk it up to their holiday
spirit as they later reconsidered and let me keep most of our
belongings.

Two days later with the help of my family and friends, I
started unpacking and trying to settle into a new space.
Starting over was not easy. Having the gift of friends like
Daniel, who unfortunately went through a similar loss just
a year earlier, helped immensely.

This past year, a house just two doors down from me
went up for sale. Sadly, it was part of the estate of two men
who had both passed from AIDS. Ironically, their families
had differences and consequently sold it below its real
value. It was a gift just for me that I now call home.

It took a couple of years to start getting over feeling vic-
timized by a homophobic world, as well as a deep sense of
loss. It was my first real exposure to the legal issues that we
as gays and leshians face each day. However, it was the
catalyst I needed to start publishing OutSmart magazine.

Looking for a perfect gift for your partner and family?
Consider drawing up a will if you don't already have one. It
can help keep your life’s legacy in the hands of those you
love. It is also a present that keeps giving even after we
become ghosts of a Christmas past.

Happy holidays from the staff of QutSmart magazine.

Greg Jeu

You've found your perfect dream home.
Now comes the important and frequently
confc;sing financial details. With just one call
to Windsor Capital, everything is simplified.
By working with you, our financial specialists
assure that you’ll receive the lowest possible
interest rate and the best possible financial
terms. It's just that simple. So give Windsor
Capital a call and we’ll take care of all of the

confusing details...and you can start enjoying

your new home.

WINDSOR
CAPITAL
MORTGAGE

Senior Loan Officers

Kirt Speet II Jennifer Harris
800/289-8671 713/919-5626
Voice Page Voice Page

713/892-5626
2200 Post Oak Boulevard ¢ Suite 530

Proudly serving our community
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Letters to the Editor

Continued from page 4

His vehemently stated closing, "I you are not part of the solution, you
are part of the problem,” indicates he really doesn't know what the prob-
lem is.The problem isn't that someone is filing a lawsuit to get what they
rightfully deserve.The problem is an agency that doesn't have the com-
passion or desire to treat all people equally.

—Edward Kelly
Houston

KUDOS, KUDOS, AND KUDOS

AIDS Foundation Houston, Inc. would like to publicly acknowledge
Folly Ball Fest for their generosity in donating over $5,000 and close to
5,000 pounds of food for Stone Soup.The primary goal of Stone Soup
Food Assistance Program is to provide non-perishable and perishable
food items as well as toiletry items to HIV-symptomatic individuals. Thanks
in a large part to the generosity of Houstonians and charitable organi-
zations such as Folly Ball Fest, Stone Soup is able to provide no-cost food
and toiletry items to over 1,000 qualified clients on a regular basis
throughout the year. AIDS Foundation Houston congratulates Folly Ball
Fest for a very successful event and send heartfelt thanks for its donation
and tremendous support.

—Sara Speer Selber
Executive Director

AIDS Foundation Houston

AND MORE KUDOS

Before another day passes, | want to extend my personal thanks for

your support of the NAMES Project Foundation's display of the entire

AIDS Memorial Quilt in Washington, D.C., notably through the generosity

of your magazine. None of this would have been possible without the

support of you and many others who gave space in their publications to

spread the word about the need for volunteers. | appreciate the fact that

you were always willing to help me in time of need.Thanks again for your

generosity in helping to make DC ‘96 an extraordinary display of the
Quilt in The Capital.

—Perrie Dolph

Volunteer Chairman

NAMES Project Houston

Please keep letters brief and to the point; we reserve the right'to edit
all letters as deemed necessary. Letters must include the phone number
of the writer and should be sent to

Letters to the Editor

OutSmart

3406 Audubon Place
Houston, TX, 77006

or faxed to 713/522-3275

or e-mailed to OutSmart1@aol.com.

You're sure to say OLE"! when you
hop aboard our Windjammer Sailing
ADVenture to Mexico's exotic
Yucatan peninsula. And, pack an
extra swim suit because we’re
throwing in an extra night free!!

Don’t miss the season’s most festive
fiesta - Call now for reservations or to
order our new, color brochure!
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Expert Repairs * Dealer in Fine Watches

REINER’S

Fine jewelry@
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Cleaners
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Proudly serving the community

TEXAS TRIANGLE REBORN

Publisher Kay Longcope cited community support for the return of the
Texas Triangle on Oct. 24.The four-year-old weekly newspaper for the gay
community in Houston and Austin had previously announced that it would
go out of business on Oct. 10 because of growing debt.

A community meeting on Nov. 7 in Houston drew two dozen support-
ers who discussed ways to insure a future for the Triangle. The paper has
recently acquired a new office at 3400 Montrose and a full-time Houston
writer, former OutSmart associate editor Tristan McAvery.

“HEALING HANDS” RAISES FUNDS
FOR HIV+ ART COURSE

The Art League of Houston opens the “Healing Hands" exhibit with a
reception on Saturday, Dec. 7,4 p.m., at the Moody Gallery, 2815 Colquitt.
The exhibit includes prints by local artist which will be on sale. Proceeds
will allow the Art League to continue providing free art courses for any-
one with the HIV virus. For more information, call 713/523-9530.

PLANS UNDER WAY FOR GAY FILM FESTIVAL

Plans for a local gay and lesbian film festival are under way. The festival
will take place over four weekends starting in mid-May, Organizers include
the Museum of Fine Arts, DiverseWorks, Rice Media Center, Landmark
Theatres, and the Southwest Alternative Media Project (SWAMP).

“It's been a long time coming,* MFA's Marian Luntz says."| know tha; it'z
going to catch on and be an annual thing. We just want to get the ball rolling:

PFLAG CHAPTER FORMS IN GALVESTON

The newest Texas chapter of Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays (PFLAG) has formed in Galveston.The next meeting of the group
is Sunday, Dec. 15, 2 pm. at the Health Merchant on the comer of 27th
and Broadway. For more information, call the PFLAG Galveston Helpline
at 409/744-7558.

DATES SET FOR LESBIAN CONFERENCE

Organizers have announced thzt the Texas Lesbian Conference 97 will
be held at the Renaissance Hotel in Houston on May 16, 17, and 18.The
theme is "Celebrating Our Visibility: A Decade of Lesbian Empowerment.”
Volunteers are needed at a planning meeting on Wednesday, Dec. 4,6 pm.,
at Suzanne Anderson Properties, 239 Westheimer. For more information,

call 713/867-3934.
Continued on page 10
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ASSISTHERS MEETS NEEDS
IN LESBIAN COMMUNITY

Women With Life-Threatening liinesses Find Support
by Laurie Jones

Last April, a group of 25 women met together with a common
vision. The group of physicians, social workers, ministers, police offic-
ers, entrepreneurs, and other professionals pooled their resources
to form AssistHers. The 18-month pilot program provides assistance
to lesbians in Houston faced with a debilitating illness or condition.

The genesis for the grass-roots idea came from Susie Rokes and
social worker Tori Willams, the director of the local chapter of DIFFA
(Design Industries Foundation Fighting AIDS).

"I had two women friends with cancer," says Williams."My friend
Susie Rokes and | organized a group of friends to deliver meals to
these women and help them with their errands, transportation to their
doctors, and provide emotional support. Susie looked at me one day
and said, 'Let’s do this on an ongoing basis with more clients and vol-
unteers."

Rokes and Williams contacted friends and community leaders and
created AssistHers. Williams says the group is committed to caring
for women in need, breaking down barriers that lesbians face when
assessing the health-care system and educating each other about im-
portant health issues,

Lesbians have played a significant role in the development of fam.-

iy planning clinics, battered women's shelters, AIDS hospices, and

other social services, says Williams.

“Until recently we have failed to acknowledge the fact that sig-
nificant numbers of lesbians are dying of cancer and other illnesses.”
she says."AssistHers is an organization which takes the valuable ex-
pertise we have gladly given to mainstream social service systems
and invests it into our own lesbian community.”

The organization creates eight-person teams to provide support
for clients. Although guidance is provided from a social worker or
trained nurse, the support teams are volunteers from the commu-
nity. As part of a support team, Christian spends time with her cli-
ent for several hours each month.

"l was convinced that this was something | wanted to align my-
self with," says Christian."The client who my support team helps
needs assistance with trips to the doctor and other errands and
emotional support for her partner. Our team works as a unit shar-
ing information with each other and the client.”

Williams says the team approach provides flexibility in scheduling
and maximizes the resources of each team member: In addition to the
support team there are other committees such as community out-
reach, client special needs, food transportation, and office management.

Charlene, 42, was AssistHers' first client. She is an occupational
therapist who has lupus. On long-term disability, she values the sup-
port the volunteers have given her.

“There are many days when | don’t have the strength to even
grocery shop,” she says."l look forward to the weekly visits because
it is so easy to feel isolated.”

Charlene's support team helps with multiple chores, from walk-
ing her dog to changing light bulbs. With the help of the special needs
committee, AssistHers even devised a way for her pup to stay in the
unfenced yard without Charlene’s constant supervision.

On January 24, AssistHers will host a fund-raising campaign called
“A Progressive Dinner for Progressive Women." A bus will transport
54 patrons to four homes for cocktails, appetizers, a main course, and
dessert. Tickets are $50 for AssistHers volunteers and $100 for non-
volunteers. For more information about AssistHers,
call 713/521-4628.

DINER

Comfort Food Is What This Vixen’s Fixin’

11:00 A.M. to 8:30 P.M.
Monday-Friday

905 Taft
Between Allen Parkway and West Dallas

523-5F0X

Available weekends for private events

eel off
YOuf

;r\ﬂiéifi'o»\%

{i.\J your oun ")J:_‘f
The Saab 900 SE Convertible

offers a sensual experience rarely felt on a
public highway.

Its 16-valve turbocharged engine and sport-
tuned suspersion provide an exhilarating ride, Its spacious interior has room for a party of four,
And when the weather tums, you'll take comfort in its inple-insulated top and heated seats

In fact, Cor and Drver* rated the Saab Convertible rumber one, ahead of BMW and Audi
Convertibles. So if you've reached your lifetime quota for passionless cars, stop by for a test-drive.

GANR

BEUAIRE

Z—

MIMOMENTUM
SAAB

7300 Southwest Freeway
(713) 995-0986

*Car and Diver, 11194, §1995 SAAR CARS USA INC. §537.900
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NEWSBRIEFS/continued from page 8

STATE LEGISLATORS TO CONSIDER
SAME-SEX MARRIAGE BAN

AUSTIN — State Rep. Warren Chisum, R-Pampa, filed a bill on Novem-
ber 12 that would ban same-sex marriages, even if legally recognized else-
where. The bill says the state will not "give effect to a public act, record, or
judicial proceeding that recognizes or validates marrages between persons
of the same sex.”

State law already limits marriages in Texas to male-female unions, but the
prospect of Hawaii courts shortly recognizing same-sex marriages has
prompted a score of states, as well as the federal government, to deny rec-
ognition of any such marriages.

HOUSTONIANS SUPPORT
INSURANCE BENEFITS FOR GAY COUPLES

Houstonians strongly oppose same-sex marriages and adoptions, but a
narrow margin favors health insurance benefits for same-sex couples, ac-
cording to a recent survey designed by a Rice University student.The tele-
phone survey of 204 Houstonians was funded by OutVote, a nonprofit
group organized to register, educate, and motivate gays to vote.

INKLINGS FOR SALE

Pokey Anderson and Annise Parker are
seeking buyers for the eight-year-old Inklings
Bookshop. Located at 1846 Richmond, Inklings
specializes in titles of interest to the lesbian
community. The owners said the store has
grossed over 1 million dollars in sales but needs
more capital and energy to be competitive.
Anderson says there is a definite need for a les-
bian bookstore in Houston.

"| would hate to leave a legacy that the only
way people can come out is to walk into Bor-
ders and stumble through,'Gee, | think | might
be a lesbian. Can you help me! to some
straight guy!" says Anderson.,

Parker and Anderson are looking for buyers
with "‘energy, vision, and willingness to work hard!" Anderson adds that it
is important that the buyers are lesbians or a group where women have

Pokey Anderson

' strong representation.

“As lesbians, we understand the needs of lesbians more than non-les-
bians do,” says Anderson.

NeoSoft Inc.
1770 St. James Pla

NeoSoft™
NeoSoft™

Houston's Premiere Internet Service Provider

'oday about ouy
SON Sale

1-888-NeoSoft

ce, Suite 500

Last
KFat
Bite...
Diet

Lacey Lewis
WEIGHT LOSS CLINIC

2425 Sunset = Houston, TX 77005
713/520-9330

New
Non-Addicting

Medications

¢ Redux
* Fastin
¢ Pondimin

Why weight?
Call 713/520-9330
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nationalbriefs

BOB DORNAN OUSTED, CLAIMS VOTER FRAUD

SANTA ANA, Calif.— Democrat Loretta Sanchez, leading the incumbent
by 929 votes, declared victory on Nov, 13 over nine-term Rep. Bob Dornan
(R-Garden Grove) after getting a congratulatory call from Vice President
Al Gore, Her campaign was strongly supported by the gay community,
Dornan, noted for referring to gay men as “homos” and for calling Presi-
dent Clinton “a pro-homosexual, draft-dodging pathological liar’" has already
said he will challenge the outcome. He claims some of the people who
voted for Sanchez may not have been U.S, citizens. Orange County Reg-
istrar Rosalyn Lever said there is no evidence of voter fraud. L

GAY VOTERS SUPPORTED CLINTON

WASHINGTON — According to aVoter News Service (VNS) exit poll,
Eome &7 pe'rcem of the self-identified gay and lesbian voters in the Nov,
> general election cast their ballots for President Clinton, The first such exit
poll ;o ask gays and lesbians how they voted, conducted in the 1992 presi-
dermai_ race, found that Clinton received 72 percent of the gay vote that
year, with the remaining 28 percent split about evenly between Republican
George Bush and Texas billionaire Ross Perot. This year, the VNS poll indi-
cated Republican Bob Dole received 18 percent of the gay and lesbian vote
nationally, while Perot got only 10 percent.

‘HARVEY MILK’ OPERA TO BE RECORDED

SAN FRANCISCO — The San Francisco Opera Company says it will
be recording the opera Harvey Milk by Michael Korie and Stewart Wallace.
The opera company debuted a recently revised version of the opera, jointly
commissioned by the Houston Grand Opera, the New York City Opera,
and the San Francisco Opera in early November. The company said the
recording will be with the Teldec label,

‘JENNY JONES SHOW’ GUEST
GUILTY OF 2ND-DEGREE MURDER

PONTIAC, Mich. — Jonathan Schmitz, a guest on the fenny Jones Show,
has been convicted of second-degree murder for shootiné and killing Scott
Amedure, a secret admirer who revealed he had a crush on Schmitz dur-
INg a taping of the talk show. Schmitz had been charged in the shotgun
death of Amedure three days after the two were taped for a fenny Jones
segment on same-sex crushes. The show was never aired. Schmitz's lawyers
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argued that the show's producers had misled him
into believing he was going to meet the woman
of his dreams. They said he was publicly humili-
ated when the admirer turned out to be a man,
Schmitz will face a sentencing hearing in Decem-
ber, and could be sentenced to as little as eight
years in prison.

CLINTON'’S SECOND TERM:
SHALALA STAYING;
FLEMING LEAVING

WASHINGTON - Patricia Fleming, the US,
AIDS policy director and so-called “AIDS czar"
has said she will quit the post early next year, one
of several top Clinton administration officials who
have recently announced their resignations as the ‘
president prepared to enter his second term in§
the White House. Fleming, who replaced the"
office’s first director; Kristine Gebbie, is credited
with helping to boost funding for research, treat-3
ment, and HIV-prevention programs.

Donna Shalala, Clinton's health and humang
services secretary, however, has announced tha
she will be staying on in her post during
Clinton's second term in office. Shalala, the one=
time University of Wisconsin chancellor, has!
generally gotten high marks among health advo=
cates in the country during an era of decreasing
federal funds for health and welfare programs
The day before she announced she would bel
staying on in the administration, Shalala said inl
New York that AIDS "vaccine research ought tol
be at the top of our priority list" during Clinton's}
second term.

ILLINOIS GOVERNOR SIGNS
EXECUTIVE ORDER BARRING BIAS

SPRINGFIELD, lll. = With little publicity, lllinois;
Gov. Jim Edgar has signed an executive ordel
barring state agencies from discriminating in hirs
ing, promotion, or firing based on marital statusg
physical stature, or sexual orientation.Two yea 3
ago a proposed anti-bias bill prohibiting discrimi
nation based on sexual orientation in the states
passed one house of the lllinois Legislature but
failed even to come to a floor vote in the other:
Some rights activists say Gov. Edgar's move now:
sets the stage for a new push for a state law. ‘

DETROIT RIGHTS GROUP
THREATENS LAWSUIT
OVER CAMPAIGN FLIER

DETROIT —The Detroit-based Triangle Foun=
dation says it is considering a lawsuit against state
Rep. Deborah Whyman over a campaign flier she
used in attacking her opponent in the Nov. 3
elections which claimed the foundation supports!
the rights of pedophiles to have sex with under=
age boys. Whyman's opponent, Democra
Deborah Nesbit, had received contributions from
several Triangle Foundation board members. A
foundation spokesman, Jeff Montgomery, said the
organization's bylaws say nothing abo
pedophiles.

“We've never supported sex acts between
men and boys,” Montgomery said."There is noth-
ing in our bylaws stating that. ... lt's an absolute
and blatant lie." Whyman narrowly defeated
Nesbit in the election:

CALIFORNIA SOUTHERN BAPTISTS
TO BOYCOTT WALT DISNEY

PASADENA, Calif. — After meeting at its state
convention, California's Southern Baptists are
calling for a boycott of Walt Disney products,
parks, and films because of the entertainment
giant's support of domestic partners benefits for
its workers. Delegates passed a resolution to
boycott Walt Disney Co. after meeting at the
Protestant denomination’s 56th annual state con-
vention, charging that Disney has "“turned its back
on traditional family values." The Southern Bap-
tists objected specifically to Disney's recent ex-
tension of benefits to the domestic partners of
company employees comparable to the benefits
the firm offers the spouses of married workers.

FBIANNUAL HATE CRIMES DATA

WASHINGTON — The FBI has released its
annual statistical report on hate crimes in the
United States for 1995, indicating some 7,947
bias-based crimes reported to local police offi-
cials in more than 9,500 law enforcement agen-
cies in the country.The FBI data indicates that 60
percent (4,800) of the reported incidents were
racially motivated. About 16 percent (1,277) of
the reported hate crimes were based on religion,
the overwhelming majority of them (1,058)
against Jews. Almost 13 percent (1,019) of the
reported bias crimes were based on sexual ori-
entation, according to the report. More than 70
percent of these orientation-based crimes (735)
were against gay men, the report found, with less
than 2 percent (146) of the reported incidents
aimed against lesbians. Seventeen of these re-
ported orientation crimes were aimed at hetero-
sexuals, the report says.

SAN FRANCISCO BENEFITS
MEASURE SIGNED INTO LAW

SAN FRANCISCO — Mayor Willie Brown
signed a measure that makes San Francisco the
first in the country to require firms and contrac-
tors doing business with the city to offer domes-
tic partner benefits comparable to any spousal
benefits they offer to their employees. The mea-
sure, unanimously approved by the city's govern-
ing board of supervisors, prohibits the city from
engaging in business dealings with firms or con-
tractors that offer their workers spousal benefits
but don't have similar benefit programs for their
employees’' domestic partners. The measure cov-
ers not only businesses located in the city itself,
but also firms that do business with the city, no
matter where they're located. Supervisors said
they have received inquiries about the measure
from other cities with partners’ registration pro-
grams, including New York and Boston.
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Did you have to

INDIANA TOWN KEEPS

GAY RIGHTS LAW

standard was vague and gave rise "to the dan-
ger of arbitrary and discriminatory application.”

prompted the local school board to discuss its
policy on student publications. The story, written
by student editor Mary Margaret Nussbaum,
focuses on coming-out experiences, gay pride,

homosexuality is a sin and that it would not
allow the MCC, which has a predominately gay
and lesbian congregation, to participate. The
conservative leaders said they were also

and gay teen-age nightlife in Colorado Springs.  concerned one of the city’s gay businesses might
After publication, Palmer principal Jay Engelin  want to include a float in the parade featuring
said he received six phone calls about the scantily clad male dancers or some other "un-
paper: two from parents who supported the  Christmas-like display.”

newspaper's right to run the stories, two from
parents who did not think the subject
appropriate for a high school paper, and two
from people who had no connection with the RALEIGH, N.C, — The North Carolina
school or any students in it. The school district ~ Court of Appeals says a gay father, Frederick
policy gives students the right to express  Smith, can keep custody of his two children
diverse points of view and opinion in school  even though he lives with his partner. The
publications they edit, School ‘district appeals court unanimously overturned a lower
spokeswoman Tracy Cooper said the handful of  court ruling that awarded custody of the two’
phone calls, however, were enough to prompt  boys to théir mother. Carol Pulliam, in Kansas.
the school board to review the policy. Judge Edwin Greene—writing for the three-

LAFAYETTE, Ind. — Worried aver the likeli-  The 1990 law required the government-funded
hood of costly lawsuits, several city council  NEA to take into consideration “general stan-
members changed their initial votes in favor of  dards of decency and respect for the diverse
repealing a 1993 anti-bias measure and decided  beliefs and values of the American public” when
to reject a proposal they had voted 5-4 in Oc-  deciding on artists' applications for fellowships,
tober to support. On its second reading of the ~ The appeals court ruling stems from a Los An-
proposal to remove all references to sexual ori-  geles lawsuit filed by four artists who were de-
entation from the city's human rights protec- nied NEA fellowships based on the 1990
tions, the council voted 6-2 against the measure,  “decency standard." The four artists said in their
keeping the existing protections on the city’s  lawsuit their art reflected concerns about vio-
books. Several civil rights groups had threatened  lence against women, challenges to traditional
to sue if the city repealed its anti-discrimination  notions of gender and sexuality, lesbian relation-
protections. That concern only increased after  ships, AIDS, and other social issues afing gay
Indianapolis attorney Lee McTurnan, who was  people.
hired by the city to analyze the legal ramifica-
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tions of the proposed repeal, raised the pros- iud fiie o o
D T o el St o u possiby Complel s e e | FUNDAMENTALIST GROUP WANTS Judge panel—said the homosexu;l relat|onsh>|p Trammg
SN SR N TO KEEP MCC FROM CHRISTMAS does not constitute a substantial change in 4
P RRICONSL circumstances that would justify changing an NetWOfklng

PARADE :
earlier custody order, The court ruled that the
KEY WEST, Fla. —The Lower Florida Keys two children appear well-adjusted, get good
M.in'isterigl Assn,, a group of conservative grades, and regularly attend school. The appeals
ministers, is waging a campaign to keep the local  court ruled that the lower court's ruling, which
Metropolitan Community Church from joining  stated that the father's gay relationship exposes
ir? Key West's annual Christmas parade. But the  the children to improper influences, is the
city’s commissioners say they will give the personal opinion of the judge and not
fundamentalist group a parade permit only on supported by evidence.
condition that the association agrees not to National Briefs are compiled from GayNet
discriminate against anyone. The association says  reports.

cited the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling that
Colorado’s anti-gay Amendment 2 was uncon-
stitutional.

FEDERAL APPEALS COURT NIXES
NEA ‘DECENCY STANDARD’

SAN FRANCISCO — A federal appeals
court has struck down a law requiring the Na-  Quentin Crisp (I) with playwright Robert
tional Endowment for the Arts to consider  Patrick at awards ceremony.
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Court of Appeals said in a 2-1 ruling that the
NEW YORK — Robert Patrick, Kilgore-born

pioneer gay playwright, received the Robert
Chesley Foundation Award for Lifetime Achieve-
ment in Gay Playwrighting at an October cer-
emony at New York’s Algonquin Hotel. Patrick
was honored for 30 years in the field. His works
include The Haounted Host, Kennedy's Children, and
The Trial of Socrates. He recently sold the film
rights to Temple Slave, his novel chronicling the
beginning of gay theater.
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CANCELED CONVENTIONS
COSTING CINCINNATI

CINCINNAT| — Cincinnati newspapers and
television stations have reported that the Ameri-
can Musicological Society moved its 1996 con-
vention to Baltimore because of Cincinnati's 1993
measure prohibiting anti-bias protections fromr
being extended to homosexuals. One TV new:
station cited convention bureau officials as sayigg
that at least seven other conventions had pullec
their annual meetings out of Cincinnati because
of the anti-gay measure, which was modeled or
Colorado’s Amendment 2. City officials said the
cancellations have cost the city more than $24
million in lost convention revenues.
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STORY IN SCHOOL NEWSPAPER
PROMPTS REVIEW

COLORADQO SPRINGS, Colo. — A story
about gay teens which ran in The Lever, the
student newspaper at Palmer High School, has
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Protecting Religion

From Politicians

When Candidates Claimed Endorsement From God,

We Said Nothing

By Daryl Moore

and raised a Southern Baptist.

Both my grandfather and my
uncle were Southern Baptist
ministers. I spent my fair share of
time in the Baptist Church, in
Sunday School, and in Vacation Bible
School. I received a fairly decent
education of the Bible.

I am a Christian, at
least by my definition of
that religious term. I be-
lieve that God is the Cre-
ator and I believe in
evolution. I believe in the
Holy and Apostolic Catholic
Church and believe women
should be priests. I believe
in the Bible, but I remind

I am no theologian. I was born

Daryl Moore

litical conventions, and even partici-
pated in drafting partisan platforms.
In fact, just before the election,
one pronounced Christian even al-
leged his opponent was not a “true
Christian” because he belonged to
the Unity Christian Church. Color
me and my religious education stu-
pid, but I thought God was
the only one who could
make that call.

To coin a term used by
candidate Dole, “Where is
our sense of outrage?” We
often sit idly by while our
opponents lay claim to the
religious and moral high
ground. Apparently, we
“liberals” have spent so

myself that it was written

by ordinary men and has been trans-
lated by men into something other
than its original text.

I also profess my undying alle-
giance to the separation of church
and state, and I denounce any politi-
cian who claims that God is only on
his or her side.

I apply traditional Christian stan-
dards to those who claim Christ’s di-
vine guidance in their politics. I
resolved to do this after witnessing
another incredibly nasty campaign in
which mean-spirited individuals and
hate-filled coalitions identified God
as their campaign manager. As if God
and Jesus didn’t have more impor-
tant things to do, they have now en-
tered the political arena. Apparently,
they chose candidates, attended po-

much time trying to sepa-
rate church and state that we do not
know how to handle an attack from
our opponents. When Republicans
controlled by the Christian Coalition
inject religion into political cam-
paigns, we are usually silent.

It is hard to respond to a political
adversary’s assertion of divine
guidance. We should not do it by
injecting our own religious ideals
into politics. We do it by comparing
our adversaries’ politics to their own
religious standards. We simply ask
that their platform be scrutinized
according to the traditional religious
mores they profess to be
campaigning on.

When our opponents claim God is
on their steering committee, ask

Continued on page 18

Texas Democratic Party

tart the dirge. Send a wreath.

Get your shovel. The Demo-

cratic Party of Texas is dead.
The only real question for gays and
lesbians is, what do we do about it?

First, recall the dimensions of the

Democrats’ disaster. On November 5
Republicans won every single state-
wide race in Texas. The
GOP now holds 20 of 29
statewide offices and is
poised to take more in
1998. In a year in which an
incumbent Democratic
president ran up a huge
majority in the electoral
college, Bob Dole became
the fifth straight GOP
presidential contender to

?

Dale Carpenter

regnt

The Death of the

Grassroots GOP Involvement
Essential for Gay Rights

by Dale Carpenter

attorney’s race for the first time and
easily kept the Sheriff’s office. Al-
though there are still some safe
Democratic fiefdoms, Sheila Jackson
Lee’s seat for example, they are
growing fewer and farther between.
Without any doubt, we now live in a
majority-Republican county and
state.

For a gay community
that wants to enact hate
crimes legislation, protec-
tion from employment dis-
crimination, and a repeal
of the state sodomy law,
among other things, this
change in the political
landscape is portentous.
The Texas GOP has been

take the state. In a year in
which Democrats picked up seats in
the House of Representatives, the
Texas congressional delegation be-
came more Republican. The Texas
GOP won all three races for the
Court of Criminal Appeals, capturing
a majority of that court for the first
time. The GOP’s 7-2 majority on the
Texas Supreme Court held firm. The
Democrats lost more ground in the
state House of Representatives. And
most observers expect that the GOP
will win two more Texas Senate seats
in upcoming special elections, giving
the party a majority in the Senate for
the first time since the 1870s.

The outlook in our own Harris
County is also bleak for Democrats.
Republicans won all but two judicial
races. The GOP won the county

actively hostile to any leg-
islative initiatives protecting the ba-
sic civil rights of gays and lesbians.
This past summer, the state GOP
wouldn’t even let Log Cabin have an
information booth at its state conven-
tion. What are we to do? I suggest a
two-pronged approach.

First, this means getting involved
at the grassroots level in the GOP—
attending precinct conventions, next
held in March 1998. It also means
showing up at regular party func-
tions, and supporting with money
and time and votes the campaigns of
gay-friendly Republicans. Not every-
one has the time or the stomach to do
all of those things, but even some of
it would be helpful. Although Log
Cabin has begun to do these things,

Continued on page 18
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Out Left

Continued from page 16

them what God thinks about their
policy of ending a school lunch
program for indigent children. Ask
them to explain how God would view
refusing health care to people with
AIDS or ending welfare assistance to
the poorest Americans who want to
work, but cannot. When our
opponents announce they are passing
a bill to defend the religious
institution of marriage by outlawing
same-sex unions, ask them why they
did not outlaw adultery instead.
When our opponents attempt to deem
us outcasts because of our
orientation, ask them why Jesus
testified to the social outcasts of the
biblical era.

It’s time for religious liberals,
Democrats, and moderate
Republicans to accept the Christian
Coalition’s challenge. It’s time to
engage politicians and political
coalitions in honest and open debate
about “family values.” We need to
expose the hypocrisy of those who

teach hatred and division in the
name of religion. Together, we can
rescue religion from the radicals who
lay waste to it for political gain.

I will never announce that my
candidate is the only “true Christian”
in the race. I will never say Jesus is a
Democrat. To date, Jesus has never
registered to vote in any partisan
primary. I will never inject religion or
Christianity into a political debate in
order to claim that my political
position is superior.

Instead, I will defend my faith
while promoting the separation of
church and state. I will do so by
reminding political opportunists that
Christianity should not be used as a
sword to wave in political battle, but
as a shield to protect religion from
politicians. I hope all secularists will
do the same.

Daryl L. Moore is a lawyer in Houston.
He has a general practice and is board
certified in civil appellate law.

Out Right
Continued from page 17

and achieved successes, many more
people are needed. A good way to start
helping is to join the local chapter of
the Log Cabin Republicans. Meetings
are held the fourth Monday of every
month (December excepted) beginning
at 7 p.m. at Renata’s, 2006 Lexington.
Call 529-9100 for more information.

Our proposed engagement with the
Republican Party will help to dispel
myths about gays held by many loyal
Republicans. Gay political leaders
never miss a chance to emphasize the
importance of coming out as a neces-
sary tool in the achievement of equal-
ity. We should apply the same
principle to our engagement with the
GOP. If just one openly gay person
showed up and spoke out at every pre-
cinct convention in this county, I'll bet
the local party would begin to change
dramatically.

Further, we need to explain how
equality for gays and lesbians fits into
the traditional Republican values of
limited government and individual
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freedom. On the sodomy law, for ex-
ample, rather than blathering on
about the sexual revolution, we
should explain how the law is incon-
sistent with a commitment to per-
sonal autonomy and can only be
enforced by a big, intrusive govern-
ment. On the hate crimes bill, rather
than emphasizing special protection
for gays, we should present it as a
tough anti-crime measure that ad-
dresses an epidemic of lawlessness.
Protection from employment discrimi-
nation does not give special rights to
gays, but ensures that each employee
will be judged on individual merit.
And so on.

The second part of our reaction to
the election should be that we cannot
cede any ground on the question of
why the election turned out as it did.
At the national level, for example, Re-
publicans will now furiously debate
the reasons for Bob Dole’s defeat. On
election night, conservative commen-
tator George Will began that debate

o m s
our lazy habit of
supporting Democrats
and engage the
Republican Party

on its own terms.”

by suggesting that Dole should have
emphasized social issues rather than
his tax cut. If the party concludes
that Will is right, we're headed for a
Buchananite in 2000. Our response
must be that Dole was a weak
nominee precisely because of the
party’s perceived intolerance on
social issues.

In Texas, we can argue with good
reason that the GOP’s sweep had
nothing to do with social issues like
abortion and gay civil rights. Those
issues simply were not emphasized in
most races. Indeed, the only Republi-
can candidates who lost in Harris
County, including the only two Repub-

licans to lose in judicial races, were
closely associated with social and reli-
gious conservatives. John Devine, the
darling of the local religious right,
scored an embarrassing 7 percent in
his race for Congress. Jack Rodriguez,
a Republican candidate against Gene
Green, ran the most homophobic cam-
paign of all and got creamed 70 per-
cent to 30 percent. The
arch-conservative Link Letter, a reli-
gious right rag that routinely bashes
gays in its pages, endorsed Jerry
Burley for Congress against Sheila
Jackson Lee. Burley got a whopping 6
percent of the vote, running behind
even another Republican in the race.
The November balloting showed that,
in a general election at least, the reli-
gious right emperor has no clothes.

Texans are voting Republican be-
cause the GOP more closely repre-
sents their views on taxes,
government regulation, criminal jus-
tice, and the like. Gay-friendly Repub-
licans did well on election day. Dolly
Madison McKenna, touted for her
solid credentials as a socially moder-
ate Republican on this page last
month, easily bested her GOP oppo-
nents to make it into a runoff for Con-
gress in District 25. Paul Womack, a
Republican who pledged not to dis-
criminate against gays and lesbians
and got the endorsement of the state
Log Cabin organization, won his race
for the Court of Criminal Appeals. In
fact, Womack pulled out larger ma-
jorities in urban areas like Harris
County, suggesting that he picked up
some traditionally Democratic voters,
like gays and lesbians, in those areas.
These candidates emphasized eco-
nomic and law-and-order issues—and
voters responded favorably.

The Republican Party is unfamil-
iar territory to many gays and lesbi-
ans. But we had better learn to walk
on it, because after November 5 it’s
practically the only ground left.

Dale Carpenter, a Houston attorney,
is state president of the Log Cabin
Republicans. The opinions expressed
in this column are his own and do
not necessarily reflect the views of
Log Cabin.
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A Gift You Can Give Yourself-and Your Family
by Kyle Young

“Mom, Dad - I'm gay.”

“How nice, dear. Please pass the cranberry sauce,” said
Mom.

“That’s swell,” said Dad. “I can't wait to tell my golf
buddies.”

Mike Diunteda thought through all the possible sce-
narios. His parents might fully accept and understand
that he is gay. Not likely. They could reject him all-to-
gether. Not likely either. Or his worst fear, they could say
nothing at all.

Like Mike, the holiday journey back home for many
gay and lesbian people is paved with the intention of com-
ing out to parents. For many, it is important to have the
disecussion in person, rather than over the phone or
through a letter. The annual trip home is one of the rare
occasions when the whole family is together.

Brightly wrapped presents, twinkling lights and smell
of warm gingerbread in the oven may not be the easiest
environment to send parents into potential hysterics.
Many gay folks simply lose their nerve. For some, though,
there is an inner assurance that the time has come to
leave the darkness of the closet. It simply is not bearable
anymore, and a holiday trip home provides the opportu-
nity to come out.

Coming Out in Person

Before their son came out last Christmas at the age of
24, Houstonians Jim and Marge Diunteda didn’t have
much information.

“I wasn’t some sort of weird, extremely conservative
person,” Jim says, “but if somebody had stopped me on the
street and asked me my opinion about gays or lesbians, I
would have been pretty negative. It was ignorance.”

Parents, Families & Friends

of Lesbians and Gays

Parents,Famifies and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) is an
international organization with over 400 chapters. Its primary pur-
pose is to keep families together, For many parents, getting involved
in PFLAG is the quickest way to move past tolerance and accep-
tance to truly celebrating their gay child.

PFLAG Houston Helpline:
PFLAG Houston Web Site: http://www.pflaghtx.org
PFLAG's National Office: 202/638-4200

PFLAG Houston will meet Sunday, January 5 at 2 p.m.
at Christ Church Cathedral, 1117 Travis.

713/867-9020
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Most parents get their information, or misinformation,
about gays from the larger society. Being faced with the
prospect of having a gay child may send parents into a
great deal of fear and denial. For Jim, Mike’s coming out
last Christmas raised questions. He wondered what he had
done during Mike’s childhood that caused him to be gay.

“My immediate reaction was, What the hell have I done
wrong? ” says Jim. “I've always been somewhat of a
workaholic, and my very first reaction went back to when
he was just a child and I spent a lot of time at work. I
blamed myself for Mike being gay.”

Marge had different concerns.

“I really didn’t have that feeling of what did we do
wrong,” Marge says. “Mine was, Now what’s going to hap-
pen to him? Is he going to be safe from disease, safe from
harassment? My first natural reaction was concern for his
well-being.”

Mike, who lives in Boston, says that coming out at
Christmas was a matter of following his intuition.

“At that point, for my own well-being, it was really im-
portant, to be out in general,” says Mike. “Certainly my
family is a big part of my life, so telling them was impor-
tant. It was for my own mental health.”

Mike chose to come out to his parents several days after
Christmas, two nights before he was returning to Boston.

“Tt was a typical I have to talk to you guys about some-
thing really important to me,” recalls Mike.

Although they had never discussed it with each other,
his parents both anticipated what would follow.

“I want you to know that I'm gay,” Mike said.

Jim and Marge were quiet.

«“We weren’t sure what were the right words to say,”
says Jim. “Both Marge and I had a lot of thoughts and
questions in our minds, but we really couldn’t pull them
together, or didn’t know how to ask them.”

Mike made it clear that he had wrestled with his orien-
tation for many years and he didn’t expect his parents to
fully understand overnight. He told them that he realized
some of their expectations for him may have been shat-
tered. He handed them some pamphlets from Parents,
Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG).

“One of them was a little report written by a number of
researchers,” says Jim. “They were focusing on the whole
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question of choice. Reading that document was the single
most important thing for me to do in that 24-hour period
after Mike came out. It really did help me to deal with my
own concerns about me causing this to happen.”

Mike also gave them the PFLAG Helpline number for
Houston. The next morning they called. Two weeks later
they were at the monthly PFLAG meeting. The meetings
start with an educational speaker. Following that, parents
and gay people meet in small groups, sharing their stories.

“I knew that I was going to need help from people who
had experienced the same thing before,” says Jim. “I said,
‘I don’t know what this is going to be like, but we ought to
at least try it.””

‘I remember driving in to that first PFLAG meeting,”
says Marge. “I remember saying to Jim, ‘I don’t want to be
doing this.’ I didn’t mean that I didn’t want go to the
group. I meant I didn’t want any of this to be happening,
and I remember feeling very negative, kind of putting a
wall around myself. At the same time, though, I found the
small group to be really moving.”

They have been attending PFLAG for the last year.
They say that getting to know parents who have traveled
the same path, as well as meeting well-adjusted gay
people, has lead them to accept their son. They want to
move toward being publicly supportive of him.

“They say when a child comes out of the closet, their
parents go in it,” says Marge. “We are both in the closet.
I've come close a couple of times to wanting to tell rela-

. Are you sure about your sexual orientation?

Don't raise the issue unless you're able to respond with confidence

the question, "Are you sure?”’ Confusion on your part crease yo

- parents confusion and decrease their confidence in you judgment.

2. Are you comfortable with your gay sexuality? L
If you're wrestiing with guilt and periods of depression, you'll be better
off waiting to tell your parents. Coming out to the ‘may req -
mendous energy on your part; it will re
image.

3. Do you have support? N
In the event your parents’ reaction devastates fou.-th’
someone or a group that you can confidently turn to for
port and strength. Maintaining your sense of self-worth

4. Are you knowledgeable about homosexuality?

- subject, you'll be able to assist them by sharing reliable information and
e s
_5. What's the emotional climate at home?

close friend, pending surgery, or the loss of a job,
6. Can you be patient? : > et tn
Your parents will require time 1o deal with this information if they
haven't considered it prior to your sharing. The process may last from.
six months to two years. e s
7. What's your motive for coming out now?

Questions You Need to Consider Before Coming Out

quire a nesgrve positive self- :

9. Are you financially dependent on your parents?

- not have this weapan to hold over you. i e
~ 10. What is your general relationship with your parents?
Your parents will probably respond based on a lifetime of information : :
from a homophobic society. If you've done some serious readingonthe - share your love for them in return—cha
~ deai with the issue in a positive way,
~ 11. What is their moral societal view?

If you have the choice of when to tell them, consider the ‘tlmmg.Choose o .
3 time when they're not dealing with such matters as the death of a

ity when dealing with other changing societal matters, you m
~__ able to anticipate a willingness to work this through with you.
12. Is this your decision? ‘ it
- Not everyone should come out to their parents. Don't be pressure

 whattheirrespomse, -
Excerpted from Coming Out, A Guide for You and Your PammsbyTHSauerman

tives or friends, but I always find a way out. I just don’t
have the courage yet.”

“I am probably a little further along than that, but 'm
not anywhere near where I want to be,” says Jim. “I really
want to be at that celebration point. I want to be very com-
fortable talking to virtually anyone about this. I really am
depending on my involvement in PFLAG to get me there.”

Both Jim and Marge say that Mike’s coming out has
brought them closer to their son.

“I believe that while we've never had a bad relationship
at all, it is better now that it was before,” says Jim. “I can’t
put a finger on exactly what it is. I guess it’s a deeper
sense of caring from both of our perspectives.”

Mike says that the coming out has allowed him to be
more honest with his family.

“If you're not out to your parents, there’s a certain
amount of lying that you have to do, or not telling the full
truth,” he says. “If you're lying to your parents or if your
evading their questions, of course all parties are going to
feel some kind of distance.”

Jim and Marge say that coming out in person was the
right decision, and he had a good sense of timing.

“The day or two he was here before going back to Bos-
ton, I almost felt physically sick,” says Marge. “If he had
told us the moment he got here, the whole Christmas va-
cation would have been like that, I'm sure; but also, he
didn’t do it on the way back to the airport. It still gave us
some time to talk to him more about it before he left.”

_ using your sexuality as a weapon,
- Do you have available resources? =
Homosexuality is a subject most non-gay people know little
Have available at least one of the following a book addressed to )
© ents. a contact for the local or national Parents and Friends
bians and Gays, or the name of a non-gay counselor who can

fairly with the issue,

~ Ifyou suspect they are capable of withdrawing college fi
- forcing you out of the house, you may choose o wi

~ Ifyou've gotten along well and have always known their |
nces are they'll be

If they tend to see social issues in clear terms of good/bad or hol
sinful, you may anticipate that you will have serious problems deali
with your sexuality. I, however they've evidenced a degree of flexibil-

into 1t if you're not sure you'll be better off by doing S0—n0 Matty

Published by PFLAG Philadelphia; copies available from PFLAG Houston,
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«If he didn’t have the choice to come out ir’l’ person, I
think it would have been a lot more dlfﬁ(:l'llt, says Jim.
«phank God for Christmas, if it allowed him to be able to

ut 1n person. '
con’]li\'(()) monshs after coming out to his_parcnts, Mike told
his brother Tony over the phone. He will be the best man
. Tony’s wedding this spring.
e ThepPhgone Call

A different couple, also by the name of Jim and M_arge,
heard the news during a phone call. Their son, Denms., flew
from Washington, D.C. to meet them in New York durm'g
the holidays in 1993. He planned to tell them, but the right

moment never arrived. On December 29, two days after re-
turning home to Houston, the Blacks got the.call. ;

«Jim had answered the phone, and he said, ‘Dennis
wanrts you on the extension and he has something to .tell‘
us,’ ” rt;,calls Marge. “I got on the extension.and he salc‘i, I
want you to know, I'm gay.’ That’s all he said, and I said
nothing. Jim and I were in different rooms, and there was
SIIOII:]L €tzhe past, they had discussed the possibility of Den-
nis being gay. The call confirmed their fears. :

“You start thinking, There’s not going to be a wedding,
there’s not going to be grandchildren,” says Marge. “‘You
start thinking of all the things that you were plannmg,’and
vou look at the future and they’re not going to happer}.

" Dennis told them that he would answer any qu.estl_ons
they had. He gave them the phone number for Gail Rickey,
a PFLAG mom in Houston, and told them to. call her.

“We told him almost immediately that this was not go-
ing to affect our relationship with him,” says _Jim. “We
were going to call Gail and talk to her about. it, but ‘
whether he was gay or wasn’t gay wasn’t going to affect

s]ationship.” .
Our/;;lﬁour aft([e)r talking to Dennis, they called (}.all and
got information about the January PFLAG meeting.

“It was a very hard week. I found that the‘wee hogrs of
the morning were very hard,” says Marge. “I just lay in
the bed crying.”

Marge called her son with questions several days later.

Are you sure? Maybe you're bisexual. Did someone influ-
enc(; you when you were young? Why did you have to tell
your‘ofﬁce? How long have you known? He told her he had
known since he was 14. :

“] have some pictures from over the years, and thsres
one of him when he was 14 with his brother and me,” says
Marge, “and all I could think of at the time.was that he
had nobody to talk to at age 14 when he said he was sure.
He was 29~when he came out to his closest friends” and his
family. To have to bury that for 15 years was hell. !

Once he answered her questions, she made a decision
to educate herself. Dennis’ parents arrived at the monthly
PFLAG meeting several days later. ‘

“That’s where you first learn that [being ga'y] is some”-
thing you're born with and you can’t do anyt‘hlng about,
says Jim. “Before that, you get a stereotype 1mage of VYhat

it means [to be gay] and you don’t think very much of it,
because it just doesn’t confront you.”
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They have stayed involved in PFLAG, recently attend-
ing the national conference. They say they are accepting of
their son and his new partner, Scott.

“It takes a long time getting used to, and that’s some-
thing gay people need to understand,” says Jim. “Even if
the parents accept it, they’re going to be thinking about it
for a while and wondering why it happened and how it
happened. It takes a while to figure out that it had noth-
ing to do with either the child or the parent.”

Both Jim and Marge suggest coming out in person if at
all possible.

“Dennis said he didn’t want to ruin our Christmas,”
says Jim. “Gay people must come out They just have to
tell the family sometime. At least around the holidays, the
family is there and you have them together to tell.”

Marge laughs, “I don’t think you have to pick Christ-
mas Day.”

Preparing to Come Out

Tyler Reeves’ parents are Mormon. He moved to Hous-
ton from Utah over a year ago to live with his partner,
Doug. He is planning to come out to his family during a
Thanksgiving visit.

“Every trip home has been Should I? Shouldn’t I?”
says Tyler. “I've been wanting to for a long time, and now
that I'm living with someone, it's become more important.
Ineed to let my parents know that this person is very im-
portant to me.”

Tyler said being in the closet last Christmas was diffi-
cult for him. He feels confident that they already know he
is gay, but they don’t know how to approach the subject.

“I've always wondered why they haven't asked,” he
says. “I think it’s probably because we never have really
discussed sex.”

While the decision to come out was scary for him, he
also feels relief that he will soon have it out of the way.

“I actually am looking forward to it because I want to
move on with my life,” says Tyler. “I really feel like they
don’t totally know me, and for us to have a relationship,
they have to know what goes on in my life.”
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Bob Bernstein is the father of a leshian and author of
Straight Parents/Gay Children: Keeping Families Together.
His book recently received an award from the Gustavus
Myers Center for the study of Human Rights. He is also in-
volved in the Washington, D.C. chapter of PFLAG. He says
coming out to parents can be very positive.

“We just hear it over and over again from the kids and
from the parents, saying that there’s a new closeness in the
family,” says Bernstein. “ Whereas, carrying secrets around
is the easiest, quickest way to disrupt family harmony.”

He says that he has spoken to many gay people who
are worried about how their parents will react.

“It seems to me that the overwhelming majority of the
stories are positive, that parents react less negatively
than [the child] anticipated,” he says. “That doesn’t mean
that there aren't stories the other way. Sometimes parents’
responses will be reversed from what’s expected. They’ll
think Dad’s going to be an ogre and mother will be lovely,
and it turns out to be the opposite, so there are always
surprises. My sense of it is that there are a lot more posi-
tive surprises than negative.”

He says the holidays do create an opportunity to come
out for many.

“It’s a time of family reunions and family warmth and
closeness,” says Bernstein. “I think it stirs the impulse in
the young people to try to take this step that will bring
them closer.”

He says parents ultimately getting involved with a
group like PFLAG is the key to moving toward celebrating
having gay children.

“Coming out and parents getting involved with other
parents and gay people is a tremendously life-enriching
experience,” he says. “It’s just so sad—the parents who are
reluctant to take that first step to talk to somebody else
about it. That can open the floodgates.”

Most PFLAG chapters around the nation have a
helpline, where moms and dads or gays and lesbians can
call and talk with a parent. Norma Graves volunteers for
the helpline in Houston. As the mother of a gay son, a les-
bian daughter, and a straight son, she can empathize with
the pain parents are feeling when they first find out. She

says that when parents call, they most often want some-
one to listen.

“Everybody who does the helpline is able to immedi-
ately convey to the caller the lack of judgment and an at-
mosphere where you can say anything you need to say and
it will be fine,” explains Graves. “What people are looking
for is somebody to confirm them in some small way and
listen to their story—to help them feel less ‘other.’ ”

Bernstein says that in addition to having the PFLAG
number available for parents, the gay child needs to make
sure they are personally ready for this step.

“The important thing is to be prepared for anything, to
have contemplated all the possibilities,” says Bernstein. “I
would hope that they don’t make that decision until they
have thoroughly worked out in their own minds that this
is something they want to do, regardless of what the out-
come is going to be.”

The path of coming out, to Bersi%ein, is par.t of what
makes gay and lesbian people special and unique.

“It’s part of the admiration that I feel f9r openly gay
people,” he concludes. “It’s typical of tbe km_d qf cmira-
geous stuff that is regularly involved in their lives.

Recommended Reading
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But Lord, They're Gay by Sylvia Pennington
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Challenge the Church by Bruce Hilton
Coming Out:An Act of Love by Rob Eichberg
Coming Out to Parents: A Two-Way Survival Guide
by Mary V. Borhek
Coming Out Within: Stages of Spiritual Awakening
for Lesbians & Gay Men by C. O'Neill/K. Ritter
Different Daughters:A Book by Mothers of Lesbians
by Louise Rafkin
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by Robb Forman Dew
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* |s the Homosexual My Neighbor?
by Letha Scanzoni & Virginia Mollenkott
* Just as | Am:A Practical Guide to Being Out, Proud and Christian
by Robert Williams
* Loving Someone Gay by Don Clark
+ My Son Eric by Mary Borhek
+ Now That You Know:What Every Parent Should Know About
Homosexuality by Fairchild/Hayward
* On Being Gay: On Family, Faith and Love
by Brian McNaught
« Parents Matter: Parents’ Relationships with Lesbian Daughters and
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by Robert Bernstein
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by Mel White
» Two Teenagers in Twenty:Writings by Gay and Lesbian Youth by Ann
Heron, ed.
« Uncommon Heroes: A Celebration of Heroes and Role Models for
Lesbian and Gay Americans
by Samuel Bernstein, ed.
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Dating Someone in.

the Closet Has Its Challenges.

ey by Kevin Isom

en we were growing up, my sister and [

always viewed Christmas with a mixture of

anticipation and discomfort. In our family, the
gifts all coordinated, but the parents didn’t. My sister
and I would dread the charade of Christmas Day when
we would pretend that we were a happy, shiny family. I
remember one Christmas Eve, though. In a typical
Memphis drizzle, late at night I heard what sounded like
little hooves on the roof. I ran to the window and saw my
dad on the roof over the garage. He was trying to make
us think that Santa’s reindeer had arrived. I thought to
myself, “Maybe this’ll be a good Christmas after all.”
Then T looked out the window and saw Mother putting
the ladder away.

Having seen a mismatched couple in marriage, I'm
very careful about prospective life partners for myself.
I've learned that there are certain questions I should al-
ways ask potential dating partners. I always ask, “Are
you out to your family?”

I was reminded of this recently. I'd dated a guy for a
couple of months, during which time he’d said that his
parents had to know but he hadn’t told them. He had in
fact told his sister two years earlier, but that really wasn’t
an issue, he said. After hearing him out, I bought the ar-
gument. I also believed in Santa Claus till I was 12.

Things were going relatively fine, until his sister flew
into town. I dropped by his apartment before her arrival,
and I noticed some changes. Among them, he had taken
down my photo from his refrigerator door. I asked him
about the new decor. He had taken the photo down, he
said, so that his sister wouldn’t feel uncomfortable and to
protect his privacy. He left up a photo of himself as Joan
Collins in Halloween drag. The logic escaped me.

I blew up. He calmed me down. His arguments seemed
rational, and, moreover, he suggested that I needed to em-
pathize and to recognize that different people come out at
different speeds. As a lawyer, I cried misrepresentation of

fact in my earlier interrogatories. But I decided to let it
slip. He really was a good guy, after all.

Once the sister was gone, I figured things would go
back to the way they were, though I knew I would have
nagging doubts. Then two weeks later his parents flew

into town. Before they arrived, I talked with him on the

phone. He said that his parents would Be with him for a
week, and that he would talk with me “soon.” Translated
from closet-speak, that means “see you in a week.”

That was when I realized my mistake. Whenever I
have dated anyone more than casually and my parents

& have come into town, I have invited
my boyfriend along on outings with
us. I have made no secret of our re-
lationship. I would expect no less for
my heterosexual sister, and I expect
| 1o less for me. Now, though, I sud-
denly found myself on totally unfa-
miliar footing. It was one of those
eye-opening moments, like the time
I learned that my last name, Isom,
is apparently an ancient Gaelic
term meaning, “the sheep have an-

thrax.” I realized I couldn’t date this man any more.

I tend to shy away from phone trauma, ever since I
had that nasty run-in with J udy, the Time-Life operator.
So after his parents left, I called him to suggest that we
get together to talk. When we did, I told him I felt deval-
ued by his behavior, and that I was too old to feel that
way. It has that disturbing kinship to being marked-
down goods, and I'm not ready to be relegated to K-Mart
yet. He replied that I had a blueprint by which I lived to
which I expected others to conform. There were a lot of
folks out there, he said, who weren’t out to their fami-
lies—guys I would never know because of the standard I
imposed. I begged to differ. I could know them and like
them as friends. I just couldn’t date them. He reasoned
that he would tell his family at the right time and that
there was no reason to come out to them unless he was in
a committed relationship. I felt like Cinderella flinging
soggy pumpkin from my fingers.

The logic of coming out to the family when you’re in a
relationship—and theoretically have a reason to come
out—doesn’t hold. In the first place, until you're out, you
treat any partner like a second-class citizen whenever the
family is in the picture. Photos coming down from fridges
belie any statements to the contrary. In the second place,

Kevin Isom
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coming out while you're in a 1’e!atiopship can put so much
stress on the relationship that it might ‘well end anyway.
You can rarely anticipate what the coming out expen};ntce
will be like. It can be better or worse th‘an expectgd.h u
vou're putting a relationship at risk of implosion if t ,e
;omillg out experience goes worse anc} not better. You re ;
taking a human shield before you go into battle. Thlatlglin
fair to the shield—ask any hostage. There are people II’e
me out there who respect a certain amount of courage. I've
always hoped to marry a man, not a mouse.

Perhaps ’m being too harsh, expecting others to corll- .
form to my standards. But maybe it goes deeper than that.
I remember a few years ago when an Atlanta mayora} can-
didate addressed a gay group. At the end of thfe meeting, a
nice-looking man in his fifties stood up and sa}d to the
candidate, “Mr. Lomax, I appreciate your coming, because
it shows you think we're okay.” Without skipping a beat, I
stood up and said, “With all due respect to ﬂ},e gentleman
in the rear, I've never thought I wasn’t okay.

That’s the point. I'm okay. My family’s okay. My path-
ner will be okay with my family. I reasonabl)f expect him
to be out to his family and for me not to bfe hidden from
them. I'd even like to look forward to Christmases to-

ether.
: Now if I can just get Mother to leave the ladder alone...

Kevin Isom is an attorney and writer in Atlanta. His cu,lzémns
appear in newspapers and magazines throughout the U.S.,
Canada, and Great Britain.
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his note from a reader is typical

of many —I hate the holidays!

They make me depressed and
lonely because they remind me that I
don’t have a Norman Rockwell kind
of life. And I hate the hypocrisy and
the commercialism. Every year I go
into credit card debt buying presents
for people I hardly ever see. I don't
really get along with my family, but
my parents always expect me to come
home. I'd like to tell them I just want
to stay in town this year and
be with my friends, but they
make me feel guilty whenever
I even suggest it.

The holiday season pro-
vides a good living for retail-
ers and psychotherapists.
Every year at this time the
whole country goes on a
spending spree, and millions
get depressed.

Every culture has its own
holidays and festivals, usu-
ally invested with spiritual
and ethical meaning. They
often happen around the
time of the winter solstice,
the darkest day of the year,
when the sun is lowest in
the sky. Many societies have
chosen this time of the year
to reaffirm their dominant
hopes, beliefs, and values
with celebrations and gift-

year. Here are four ideas which I per-
sonally find helpful -

1. Slow down. Between Thanks-
giving and January the pace of life
seems to quicken for most of us. We
have to throw or attend holiday
bashes, shop for presents, visit
friends and relatives, travel, deco-
rate, bake, send out cards...or do we?
My personal holiday survival plan for
some years now has involved a delib-
erate strategy of slowing down. Last

OANE

take a drive in the country or some
leisurely walks—whatever it is that
helps you cool out. Make an effort to
have “quiet times.” Get off the frantic
“celebration” treadmill. Celebrate as
much as you want to but not one
minute more than you enjoy.

It might be helpful to use quiet
and alone time to make plans and
resolutions for the new year. I know
that many people consider this old
custom tired and meaningless, but
every year I find myself
encouraging clients to do it.
When it is done with care
and attention, it can do
much to improve the quality
of life. The first step in
achieving any goal is to
visualize it clearly. When
our goals for the next 12
months are set down in
clear language, we are far
more likely to achieve them.
Otherwise, they remain
vague dreams tucked away
in our minds.

2. Keep only those tradi-
tions which you enjoy and
which are personally mean-
ingful. Do you enjoy buying

L |ANUARY

gifts for all your friends?
Then have at it. But if you
don’t, or if'you really can’t

giving. What does it tell us

about our own spiritual and
emotional condition that
Christmas—the religious
holiday which the majority
in this country believes to be
the most sacred, a day that
is supposed to represent
love, peace, salvation, and
hope—is for so many an or-
deal to survive and a time of
depression and even despair?
For gays and lesbians, the holi-
days can be a special challenge be-
cause the emphasis on family
togetherness reminds us of the pain-
ful estrangements from families that
many of us have to live with.
Holiday depression isn’t inevi-
table, and there are things we can do
to make it easier for us to stay happy
and relaxed during this time of the

year I gave myself the “goal” of havy-
ing a minimum of two bubble baths
per week between Thanksgiving and
New Year’s Eve. I'm proud to report
that I exceeded my goal.

Try thinking of year-end as a time
to slow the pace of life, to reflect on
how you've lived during the year and
how you'd like to live the year that is
coming. Spend some time alone with
yourself. Meditate, listen to music,

afford it, don’t let a sense of
obligation drive you to do it
anyway. You may want to
give gifts that you make
yourself or bake treats you
can give to people. Or you
may want to make a dona-
tion to your favorite charity
in the name of everyone on
your list. Or you may just
want to forget the whole
thing. The point is to have
the kind of holiday you want
to have rather than the one you are
“supposed” to have.

3. Take extra good care of your
health. 1t's as if December is the
month when we are required by law
to over-drink, overeat, under-sleep
and under-exercise. We promise our-
selves that we will change all of this
in January. Why not get the jump on
all of your friends and join that gym
in early December. If December is a
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month of culturally induced stress-,
why add to it by stressing our bodies?
Make good self-care a priority.

4. Reaffirm your own guiding val-
ues. The holidays are often criticized
as a time of complete commercialism
and hypocrisy. There is no denying
that there is truth in the criticism.
Christmas, the primary holiday of
the “religion of love,” is supposed to
be about loving and sharing. All too
often it is a time of mere tokenism,

¢

unwanted obligation

” u feel an

to go ‘home’ for the
holidays, it might help
to give some serious
thought to who your

characterized by showy acts of
generosity which are forgotten or
abandoned by January. And yet there
is something a little too facile about
this kind of criticism. First of all,
what culture has ever lived up to its
dominant values? And second,
criticisms of the hypocrisy of “society”
are a time-honored but cheap way to
feel smug and morally superior
without ever having to ask oneself if
we are living up to the values that
“society” is neglecting.
What if you were to make a deci-
sion to use this season as an opportu-
nity to renew your own commitment
to your own altruistic values? What if
you were to ask yourself how and in
what way you might give something
of yourself to others this year? What
if you made a commitment that this
giving was not going to be just holi-
day tokenism but the beginning of
something that would continue
through the coming year? If we were
to do this, the hypocrisy of others
would probably weigh on us less.
There is nothing which relieves lone-
liness more than service to other
people.
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I have a friend who commits him-
self every December to do at least
one act of service to others. He treats
it as a game which has definite rules.
Whatever he decides to do must be
expensive to him in terms of time,
money, or effort. The recipients must
be unable to repay him in any way
and, ideally, must not ever know that
he is the giver. Last year he spent all
his holiday gift money on teddy bears

“Get off the frantic

‘celebration’ treadmill.

N R

Celebrate as much as
you want to, but not
one minute more than

you enjoy.”

and other stuffed animals for the
children at a local homeless shelter.
Only the director of the shelter knew
he was the gift-giver. On Christmas
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Day he used his skills as a chef to
help cook Christmas dinner for all
the people staying there. His photo
album is filled with pictures of many
children hugging the stuffed animals
he bought for them. He tells me that
he has been doing these anonymous
acts of giving for 10 years and that
they have completely changed the
holidays for him. Whether he is in or
out of a relationship, and regardless
of how much money he has to spend,
he is not depressed anymore during
the holidays. I have learned a lot
from this man’s example and hope I
can emulate it.

Finally, the note from the reader
brings up the whole question of going
“home” for the holidays. One ques-
tion to think about is, “Where is
‘home’ during the holidays?”

When heterosexuals marry, they
go through a rite of passage which
tells the people around them that
they are separating from their family
of origin and are to be considered as
new families themselves. When
straight couples marry, their new
residence becomes their “home”—it’s

not just their “place” or their “apart-
ment.” Unfortunately for gays and
lesbians, we don’t have any rites of
passage recognized by the larger soci-
ety which signify that we are really
on our own and have new “families”
to which we owe primary loyalty. We

“Have the kind of
holiday you want to
have rather than the
one you are ‘supposed’

to have.”
[otseerazaiios

may have lovers, but many parents
seem incapable of thinking of them
as anything more than “roommates.”
We may have close friends whom we
love and cherish as our family of
choice, but our parents may still
think of them as “just friends.” They
may believe that “family comes be-
fore friends” and expect, as a matter
of course, that our place during the

holidays is with them. Even parents
who regard themselves as very ac-
cepting of their gay offspring’s
“lifestyle,” all too often still think of
them as adolescents who are more or
less perpetually away at college.
“Home” is still where the parents are.

If you feel an unwanted obligation
to go “home” for the holidays, it
might help to give some serious
thought to who your family really is.
Who are the people you love the
most? On whom do you depend for
emotional support in times of
trouble? Consider that these people
are your family, whether you are bio-
logically related to them or not. You
have the right, and some would even
say the duty, to spend significant
times in your life with these people.
If you don’t want to go “home” for the
holidays, it may well be because you
are already home.

Tom Moon, MFCC, is a psychotherapist
in private practice in San Francisco.
Call or fax him with questions or
comments at 415/626-1346.
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ariette Hartley is probably best
known, regrettably, for Polaroid
| commercials she made with James
Garner in the late '70s. The series of
¥ ads was so popular that many view-
ers thought the pair was married. She even had
a T-shirt made—I am NOT Mrs. James Garner.
Those too young to remember the commercials
might recall “My Two Loves,” a well-intentioned
1986 TV movie. Hartley’s heterosexual character
had an affair with a lesbian, played by Lynn
Redgrave.

She has starred in plays, musicals, and an
autobiographical one-woman show. Her time in
front of the camera has included five television
series, countless TV movies, and more than a
dozen feature films. She has been honored with
a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. Nomi-
nated for an Emmy Award six times, Hartley won
Best Actress in 1979 for her role in a special two-
hour “Incredible Hulk.” In 1987, she spent a year
hosting “The CBS Morning Program.” Presently,
you can catch her in the recurring role of Lea
Thompson’s mother on the NBC sitcom “Caroline
in the City.” This month, Hartley stars with Elliott
Gould in “Deathtrap” at Jones Hall.

Blase DiStefano: Do people still think you’re James
Garner’s wife?

Mariette Hartley: Now, it’s done more in the past tense. “We
always thought you were married to James Garner,” and I
always say, “Well, I wouldn’t have him, he’s got bum knees.
You never marry a guy with bum knees.” And that usually
puts an end to the whole question.

In your 1990 book, Breaking the Silence, Yyou said your
grandfather “argued that institutions like the Boy
Scouts and the YMCA could lead to homosexuality”. ..
Isn’t that incredible?

... and that “Girls were even more in danger because
they held hands, kissed, and slept in the same bed at
Pajama parties.” What effect did that have on your
view of homosexuality when you were growing up?

I have no idea where I came from. I do know that none of
that has ever affected me. Never, never, But my mother was
deeply affected by it. One of the comments she made—this
was after my father had died—we were walking across the
street, and I held her hand and she said, “Don’t hold my
hand. People will think we’re lesbians.” I of course stopped
holding her hand, as only a good daughter would do.

In this issue of OutSmart, we’re focusing on non-tra-
ditional families and their holiday traditions.

Boy, am I ever an example of that. I mean, we’re gonna be
performing [Deathtrap] on Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day! Talk about non-traditional.
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Do )\'ou know gay people who have
a difficult time adjusting to the
holidays? '

I don’t think it has anything to do with
whether you're gay or straight. The holi-
days are a terrible kind of social pres-
sure. I've spent a lot of traditional
Christmases and created a lot of tradi-
tional Christmases, and I love tradi-
tional Christmases. But I think it’s true
for both the gay and straight communi-
ties, that you just have to stay in the
now, creating the best Christmas with
what you've got.

Since you’re the spokesperson for
American Suicide Foundation, do
you happen to know if the percent-

an affair with a woman—I'm fairly het-
erosexual, and I've had plenty of
chances up until now, but the choice has
always been heterosexual—she would
be high on the list. She’s just a gem of a
woman. It was a wonderful show and a
very gutsy show. It was a subject no-
body had touched on until then, except
That Certain Summer [1972]. I just feel
that the only way people can under-
stand what it’s like to be in somebody
else’s shoes is perhaps through some-
one they trust. And I think, at least in
those days, I had—and I don’t why—a
sense of normalcy for people. So if I
could do that, then it could happen to
anybody. And I also thought it was a
very interesting concept of a woman

“I held her hand and she said,‘Don’t hold my hand.

People will think we're lesbians.

age of gay suicide is higher than
others?

There’s an absolutely wonderful book
by a young man who is gay whose fa-
ther committed suicide. It’s called Why
Suicide? He and I recently had an ar-
ticle in USA Today. I don’t keep up with
the actual statistics, but my hunch is
that teenage suicide is often based on
gender confusion and depression that’s
non-medicated and the inability to talk
about the secrets. The crack seems to
be when someone leaves them—“My
girlfriend left me, so what’s the point
of living?” But my hunch is that it opens
up another chasm of things that they
had no control over and didn’t know
how to talk about. We are as sick as
our secrets, and without making it
sound too cute, the reason I'm such an
advocate of mental illness and talking
about suicide is that there are so many
myths that have to be broken and so
much education that has to be done. I
believe there is absolutely no shame
with these biochemically induced situa-
tions, and I believe gayness is one of those.

How long did your affair with Lynn
Redgrave last?
Well, it would have gone on forever if...

But it only lasted two hours, right?
[Laughing] Well, yes, it was a two-hour
movie [My Two Loves, 1986]. But she’s
a good kisser. If I was ever gonna have

18/

who had been involved in a straight
relationship, but in her vulnerability—
it was kind of a cop-out—was pursued
by this woman.

I guess that’s just one of many
kinds of relationships that happen.
I can sure see that. In my divorce, it
was just devastating, so I do under-
stand that need to connect. But I don’t
know that it would have to be an apol-
ogy as in the movie, but that’s the way
it was done, and that’s OK. There were
no answers. Hopefully, some people felt
validated by it. I do believe in the les-
bian community there was an enor-
mous sense of relief and validation, at
least from the response I got from it—
and continue to get from it, by the way.
We got to some level of society with it,
and that’s good.

Considering it was 10 years ago, it
was a breakthrough. .

It was astonishing. And I'm very proud
of it.

Mariette Hartley stars with Elliott
Gould in Ira Levin’s Deathtrap, the
1978 hit Broadway play and the fourth
longest-running play in Broadway
history. The play runs from December
24-29 at Jones Hall. Tickets range from
$34-$40 and are available at all
Ticketmaster locations; to charge by
phone, call 629-3700.
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b Colloer . Ko
The gay search
for family & renewal
isa choice.

Let’s face it, the holiday season can either be really, really
great or absolutely horrible. There just doesn’t seem to be

much middle ground. I still painfully remember one particu-

larly horrible holiday season when I didn’t get a job that I

wanted, “the job of a lifetime,” “the only job I ever wanted,” “a

job that was the perfect match for my skills and training.” As

a result, I managed to not only ruin my holiday season but, of

course, everyone else’s too! Understand, that pales in compari-

son to those who have lost a loved one and must face the holi-

days alone or those who feel isolated because their families

have rejected them. However, because we experienced these

events during the holidays there is at least one thing we have

in common. The pain is magnified. The loss of hope is extraor- .

dinary and the holidays lose their meaning.

Our expectations for the holidays are inextricably
linked to our experiences as children. As a child, the
holidays can be magical. It was a time filled with
anticipation and hope—hoping for presents asked for and
daring to hope for any number of unexpected surprises.
This is not to say that every child has rosy holidays. For
some of us, the holidays only served to exaggerate the
dysfunction of a barely tolerable family situation. As
adults, the feelings of dashed hopes, broken dreams, and
bittersweet memories all tend to be elicited by the sights
and sounds of the holiday season. As a result, we find
ourselves trying to make up for lost time. We expend an
enormous amount of time and energy forcing the
holidays to be great. Maybe we choose to avoid the
holidays altogether. Either way, we still end up feeling
empty and miserable.

Finding meaning in all of this is a formidable task for
anyone. However, if you’re gay or lesbian there is an
added twist. The holidays, as they exaggerate everything
else, also mag-
nify our isola-
tion. Think
about it. Holi-
days are about
family—families

and silence about

who and what we are  eating together,
families ex-
is deafening at this changing gifts,

posing for pic-
tures, and shar-
ing good cheer.
That doesn’t
usually include gay and lesbian sons and daughters,
aunts and uncles, cousins and parents. The cultural de-
nial and silence about who and what we are is deafening
at this time of the year. Is it any wonder many feel de-
pressed and lonely or want to run away and hide, resur-
facing sometime in January?

Going home to our immediate families may not be a
choice. Some of us have been rejected outright because
we are gay. However, for many of us, it’s more likely that
if we choose to go home with our partners we’ll end up
participating in our family’s brand of “Play House.” “Let’s
pretend we don’t know” or “let’s pretend your partner
doesn’t exist” or even “let’s pretend you're just friends.”
Some couples choose to avoid dealing with it altogether
and just go their separate ways at the holidays. Each
partner goes to his or her immediate family, and perhaps
celebrates together at another time. Others try to tough
it out, attempting to integrate their partnership into the
family circle in whatever way they can.

Many of us form our own extended families. We
gather with them to find fellowship and holiday cheer.
Oftentimes, these extended families include past lovers,
with whom we have maintained close friendships. This
particular tradition seems to be a somewhat distinctive
characteristic and represents a wonderful testimony to
both our uniqueness and inclusivity. Some turn the

time of the year.”

...need we say more?

)
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tables on the norm and invite par-
ents and siblings to our homes, on
our turf. That way our own relation-
ships are the foundation for the fam-
ily gathering. Still others create their
own traditions. This may include in-
viting friends over to decorate the
tree, each one contributing an orna-
ment. Other ideas are to open a gift-
a-day or volunteer to help others. For
many gays and lesbians, the holidays
provide a rich opportunity for spiri-
tual expression. We boisterously cel-
ebrate Kawanzaa, Hanukah,
Christmas, or Winter Solstice. We
are particularly inspired by the glori-
ous music which accompanies the
holiday celebration.

In all the hustle and bustle of the
season, it is clear that in anything we
do, we're searching for meaning.
Some of us are trying to recapture
the feelings we had as children, and
others are trying to create those
feelings we had only dreamed of.

Our search is made even more
difficult because we are an oppressed
group. How do we as gays and
lesbians find meaning and purpose in
a hostile world? How can we find
meaning in a holiday season that
does its best to ignore us? What
choices can we make that will bring
Jjoy to us and our loved ones,
renewing our spirits with hope for
the future?

Prior to beginning our search for
meaning, we have to make a few
assumptions. First of all, we need to
recognize that the holidays are
important. This may be hard to
accept, particularly for those of us
who view the holidays with a cynical
eye. Most of us, even if it’s buried
deep down inside, yearn for a truly
happy and meaningful holiday
season. Admit it. Why else would we
spend so much time grumbling about
it or trying to avoid it? The second
assumption is that the holidays are
about family. This notion is certainly
paradoxical and a source of great
stress for many gays and lesbians.
We struggle to define and manage
relationships with our immediate
families and work toward forming
our own families with our partners
and friends. The third assumption is

that the holidays are a time for
renewal, a time to fill our cups and
prepare for the coming new year.

As this holiday season rapidly ap-
proaches, we have another opportu-
nity to search within ourselves and
identify what the holidays mean to
each one of us. If this search seems
fruitless or comes up empty, chal-
lenge yourself to ask why. Is it be-
cause you're reluctantly leaving your
partner yet another time to meet the
obligatory task of going home? Is it
because you're anticipating the
whirlwind of decorating the house,
knowing full well that the glitz is
skin deep and emptiness lurks just
below the surface? Is it because
you’'ll end up buying numerous ex-
pensive gifts and yet still feel miser-
able and isolated? Take heart, this is
the year to make a difference. Make
a choice to find meaning this holiday
season.

One way to find meaning this
holiday season is to be true to
ourselves as gays and lesbians. Be
who you are, with pride. That does
wonders for finding purpose and
meaning in life, for bolstering self-
esteem and self-worth. Choose to do
something that is meaningful to you.
Create a new tradition, one that lifts
your spirits and fills your soul.
Spend quality time with your
partner. Renew the bonds that
brought you together and truly
celebrate the love you have for one
another. Spend time with friends
and loved ones. Soak up each other’s
fellowship and good cheer. As a
single person, take this opportunity
to form new friendships and
strengthen ones that already exist.
Risk being “part of” the holiday
festivities rather than choosing to
escape and isolate yourself. Take
time to serve others who are less
fortunate. All of us can find meaning
this season. It is our choice and it is
our right. -

Colleen R. Logan, Ph.D., LPC, is a
visiting assistant professor at the
University of Houston-Victoria. She
teaches graduate counseling at the UH-
System in Fort Bend County. She is also
in private practice.
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Queer Science

Simon LeVey, Ph.D.

Pioneering Psychiatrist Seeks
Role of Genetics in Orientation

all in stature, gracious in

manner, the 60-something

psychiatrist strolls among
Boston’s medical Brahmins at a

private showing of the art of Winslow"

Homer. The paintings bring to life
another age’s ideal of masculinity—
outdoorsy, extroverted,
straightforward. Richard Pillard
personifies our own—urban, complex,
searching, but still fulfilled by action
and achievement.

I'm pleased to be spending an
evening with the Boston University

professor, who I have only met briefly A

before. Although he is not especially
well-known to gays and lesbians
outside of the Boston area, Pillard
has been making important
contributions to our community for
many years. In 1971 he co-founded
Boston’s Homophile Community
Health Service, one of the first gay-
run counseling services in the United
States. In the following year he came
out in the press. It was the first
unequivocal coming-out by an
American psychiatrist. Later in 1972,
Pillard drafted a resolution for the
Northern New England District
Branch of the American Psychiatric
Association. It argued for the
deletion of homosexuality from the
APA’s Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of Mental Disorders. The

by Simon LeVay

resolution was adopted. Eventually,
spurred on by a number of gay-
friendly psychiatrists and a platoon
of feisty gay activists, the resolution
became the basis of the APA’s famous
1973 vote—the vote that liberated
queer Americans from the tyranny of
psychiatric diagnosis.

Over a Chinese dinner after the
show, Pillard tells me and a couple of
gay Boston University medical stu-
dents a little about his personal life.
Unlike some of us gay men, Pillard
doesn’t recall lusting after male
movie stars from the age of four. In
fact, he was in a happy and sexually
fulfilling heterosexual marriage until
he was 33. During this time he fa-
thered three daughters. Even after
he separated, he had several other
girlfriends. But one night in 1967,
driving home in his Porsche, he
picked up a male music student—and
that was all she wrote. Pillard is now
in a happy, six-year relationship with
a much younger man.

Although a late bloomer in gay
terms, Pillard seems to have been
well-endowed with gay genes. His
father was probably gay, judging
from diaries that Pillard read after
his death. So too are his brother and
sister. One of his daughters is bi-
sexual. She is now married to a man
and expecting a baby. It’s perhaps not

38 DECEMBER 1996 OutSmart

surprising, then, that Pillard should
have embarked on a lengthy study of
a possible genetic influence on sexual
orientation.

During the ’80s he collaborated
with James Weinrich on a study
which established that both male and
female homosexuality clusters in cer-
tain families. If one person in a sib-
ship is gay, the chances of finding

others is increased by fivefold or more.

Pillard knew that this kind of
clustering doesn’t by itself
distinguish between nature and
nurture. He therefore embarked,
with Michael Bailey and others, on a
study of twins. The results were
striking. About half of the genetically
identical co-twins of gay men and
women are themselves gay. Only
about a quarter or less of the non-
identical co-twins are gay. These

“About half of the
genetically identical
co-twins of gay men
and women are

themselves gay.”

findings suggest that the family
clustering of homosexuality is
caused, at least in substantial part,
by genes predisposing to
homosexuality, rather than by the
common environment that siblings
experience. Equally, however, the
twin findings indicate that gay genes
are not the only cause of queerness.
If they were, all the identical co-
twins of gay people would be gay.

Pillard is now engaged on a col-
laborative attempt to replicate and
perhaps extend the 1993 study by
Dean Hamer’s group at the National
Cancer Institute. Hamer reported
that a particular region near one end
of the X chromosome carries a gene
influencing sexual orientation.

Since Pillard was so involved in
the deletion of homosexuality from
the DSM, I asked him whether he
thought the diagnosis “gender iden-
tity disorder of childhood” should

also be deleted. The term is the medi-
cal moniker for gender-bendingly
queer kids. “I think it’s a cultural di-
agnosis,” he said. “If these same kids
grew up in a culture that had a place
for them, they would not be in con-
flict or distress, and no diagnosis
would be relevant.

“That said, these children are
still suffering and can benefit from
sensitive treatment. And having a
diagnosis,” he added with a smile,
“allows the psychiatrist to get paid.”

Back in L.A., I e-mailed Pillard
with some follow-up questions. He
summarized his answers with the
following: “I'm triply lucky—being
gay, being a father, and being a
member of this noble profession.”

Simon LeVay, Ph.D., is well-known for
his research on the “gay brain.” He is
the author of Queer Science (MIT
Press, 1996) and the co-author of City
of Friends. He is also the co-founder of
the Institute of Gay and Lesbian
Education in West Hollywood. He can
be reached in care of OutSmart or at
SLeVay@aol.com.
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f Natural Healing

Learn the self-healing method prescribed by the world’s
largest medicineless hospital for curing the incurables.

:‘ M@b@es

Order the
book & video! 8

Join Luke Chan as he teaches the
sel-healing methods prescribed by
the largest Qigong hospital in
China for treating cancer, diabetes,
arthritis, heart disease, chronic
fatigue, paralysis, psoriasis, and
other chronic illnesses. Chi-Lel™
consists of visualizations combined
with a series of gentle movements
which can be easily learned by
anyone who wants fo improve and
sustain their health and wellness.

101 Miracles Of Natural Healing
Book — $14.95 (166 pgs) Videotape — $39.95 (103 min.).
Order through your favorite bookstore: (ISBN#0-9637341-4-8)
Or send check payable to:
Benefactor Press, 9676 Cinti-Columbus Road.
Cincinnati, OH 45241. Include $4.00 shipping and handling.
For credit card orders, call 1-800-784-0146.

Until 1980, the 5,000-year-old healing practice of Qigong {Chigang. Chi Kung)  body sciasce-—the new hrontier of medicine. Over the years the Conter hos treated
was pradiced quietly within fomilies ond religious temples. Now. however, asmillions  more than 100,000 patients with over 180 diseases and achioved an o\‘e‘m?.i SBE0RSS
apenly use these andient technigues, the Chinese government hos begun scentific  1ate of 95 percont. =
\!ud‘uw of the benefits: The rasults have boen proven and are truly amring fuke Chan, the first Chi-Lel™ Master to be certified autside of China by the

Grandmaster Pang Ming. M.D., ixane of the pioneor grand masters'wha opened ong Center, fias pratticed Uigong ond Tai Chi for 28 years, His hooks
Qigong secrets to the general public. Dr. Pang is the founder of the Huaxia Zhineng  include Lossons of Tad ond Socrets of the Tai Chi Gircle f‘;:'ﬁ*\ &
Qigong Center, the world's largest medicineless hospital, which explores the human:  Ffightenment AR

JOIN LUKE CHAN THIS SPRING IN A WEEKEND WORKSHOP (MARCH 1 & 2) IN HOUSTON. CALL 1-800-784-0146 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

now calls Los Angeles
home. In addition to writing
for Genre, a national maga-
£l ine for gay men, Nash is
knewn nationally as a talented
playwright, actor, and stand-up
comedian. He frequently returns
to Texas to perform his three one-
man plays which center around a
fictional Houston family. The origi-
nal 12 Steps to a More Dysfunc-
tional You introduced audiences
to the likes of Mildred, the matri-
arch of the family; Fred, her HIV-
positive gay son; Margo, her
Northern daughter-in-law;

ative Houstonian Rob Nash

%

vember 29-Decernber 31

Windsong, the 12-steppin’ new-
age lesbian child of the goddess;

-and Matt and Ashley, Margo’s

equally disturbed children.

This holiday, Nash returns to
Houston with 12 Steps to a More
Dysfunctional Christmas which
chronicles the twisted holiday
antics of the Smith family.

Alan Davidson: How much in the
12-Step plays are autobiographical?
Rob Nash: I'm a writer. [ make things
up. I use things I hear and people 1
meet and experiences I've experienced
as jumping-off points to write fiction.
My favorite grandmother is a lot like

cgpamn?

by Alan Davidson

ysitsiional Chitstinas 3atms §

Rob Nash as Mildred, the grandmother in 12 Steps to a More Dysfunctional Christmas, at Stages Theatre, No-

Mildred. I'm not HIV positive, but a lot
of my opinions and politics come out of
Fred. My best friend Robert in high
school inspired Matt. Robert was so
cool because he was so fucking angry
all the time, and I wish I could be that
angry. My sister, Nicole, talks like
Ashley even though she’s 31. When I
was compulsively recovering from
everything back in my 12-stepper
days, I was a lot like Windsong.

Do California audiences get the
Texas humor?

Not much of it. They don’t get that
Houston is hot and full of mosquitoes,
but they get the big-hair Republican
jokes.
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713/526-4471
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What techniques have you found that help you as a
committed writer?

Deadlines. Nothing forces the work out of me like know-
ing I've committed to produce it by a certain date.

But for the fledgling writer who doesn’t have dead-
lines...

The fledgling could join or create a group of writers who
prepare and present quick assignments like scenes or
short stories or—God forbid—poems. They meet regularly
and present what they’re working on to each other and,
voild , a deadline. Also, there’s the sacred “writing time”
ploy—/ have to write an hour a day or I have to sit in
front of the computer from 1 to 3 tomorrow. Make it a part
of the daily and weekly routine.

Any tips for using one’s own life experiences in
weaving fiction?

Yes. You could tell it as it happened, but don’t make your-
self the victim, the martyr, or the hero. Your audience will
always see through that because you aren’t being very
honest with yourself. Everyone is the fool, the victim, the
hero, the martyr, the clown. Give your characters a good
combination of the above. And get some perspective on
your own experiences. I think my own life needs some
augmenting to be worthy of the stage, because I'm a
spoiled white boy. Who wants another spoiled-white-boy
story? There are a lot of autobiographical writers out
there who have no idea how boring their lives are to the
rest of us. Be humble enough to know if your story is in-
teresting enough for others to hear.

How can we really do that when so many mediocre
pop personalities generate boring autobiographies?
We can refuse to buy the boring autobiographies, and we
can refuse to sell out to the image makers who study
“what the public wants” and then sell us back what mar-
ket studies say we want. A good case in point is all the
goddamn fags and dykes who run Hollywood and don’t
give us back who we are. Only straight actors can play
the few measly gay roles that are finally coming out of
Hollywood. When Jaffe Cohen went on Comic Strip Live
and when Lea DeLeria went on Arsenio Hall, they proved
that America was ready to see out-gay-comedy. Who
knows how long ago America was ready. We’ll never know,
because Hollywood sat on its closeted homosexual ass and
didn’t do the right thing. And it continues to sit on its fat,
closeted homosexual ass. “Oh, Ellen can’t come out! Ellen
can’t come out!” Bullshit. The lesbian wedding on Friends
and the lesbian kiss on Roseanne sent ratings through
the roof. The Birdcage, that pathetic remake of the bril-
liant original, La Cage Aux Folles, raked in the money.
Queer and queer-friendly America wants to see queers in
movies, TV, and theater. The curious homophobes who
watch anyway are getting much-needed exposure.

How does a man with your point of view live in Los
Angeles?
Two words: CREDIT CARDS.

L.A. seems to be a rather superficial environment
for someone with your concerns.

!
\

There\are superficial people everywhere. There are deep,
cool people everywhere. I've turned L.A. into a challenge.
I'm going to figure out how this fucking town works, girl-
friend, and when I do I'm going to work her like the
whorebitch she is.

f
i
nminm W

[—

For those who have seen Dysfunctional Christmas
before, are there any new twists? n
Yes, I just got off the phone with the evil new artistic

director of Stages, Rob Bundy, who wants new scenes in

v
Christmas. He already got me to rewrite one scene f we " Buy You‘

because he is evil and bad. I cursed his name and swore ‘ USED I.EA'I'HEH. JEA"S.
1d t h it t out of
st VellUEL matad Wit sow et o LEATHER GARMENTS &
SPECIALTY ITEMS

characters out of me. Evil, Evil, Evil man. So, young
writers, another way to get work out of yourself is to

have an evil satanic artistic director ask for you to
push yourself to improve and expand what you have.

711 Fairview - Houston, TX 77006
(713) 526-6940

At this point, as far as Christmas is concerned, the
rewrites haven’t been finished. And you might perhaps
be seeing characters only spoken of in the other plays:
characters like Bill, the father, or Harvey, the grand-
father, and Moonbird, Windsong’s leshian partner. Who
knows? As long as the Evil Rob Bundy keeps manipu-
lating me into improving Christmas, any gay-damn
thing can happen.

il

12 Steps to a More Dysfunctional Christmas plays from
November 29-December 31, Wed.-Sun., 8 p.m., & 5:30 p.m.
Sundays. Call 713/52-STAGE for tickets.
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“. .. David Crane, [Friends’] out cocreator and one of its executive producers,
denies that Chandler [Matthew Perry’s character] is gay. ‘He’s straight,’ says
Crane. ‘He’s not gay and in denial. His father may be gay, but he’s not.’
west, saying, “It’s so great you did that. I “ . .‘We didn’t go into this determined that Chandler would be straight,’ he
was lost. I wanted to kill myself.” These says. ‘If we had cast a different actor—who was gay—there was the option
were things I never had to go through. It’'s  that we would have taken the character in that direction.’ . . .

“‘It’s a holdover from the self-hatred period,’ says Emmy award-winning
TV writer Bruce Vilanch. ‘We have this need to make someone who is attrac-

Sydney, Australia
Seven Day Vacation includes Air,
Accommodations, Party Passes & Transfers

Feb. RSVP Cruise Mardi Gras..... $1695

Seven Days out of New Orleans
Call for details

LNIGLOBE

First Choice Travel

713/667-0580 * 1-800/856-1835
2236 W. Holcombe at Greenbriar

Member of the IGTA &
Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce

how you conceived, but the father is rumored to be Brad
Pitt. Any truth to that? [Both laugh uproariously.]
Melissa Etheridge: We called him up and said, “Con-
gratulations, Brad, you’re a daddy!” All you can do is just
laugh about it. But it is absolutely not Brad. . . .

Miller: Some people will ask, “What about the father’s
role?” Isn’t that an important part of raising a child?
your realm and you suddenly get one of Julie Cypher: We will have male figures. And they will
these letters, you realize how important it _ tive gay, because then it makes it OK for us to be gay.’ have two round-the-clock coparents. What-else could they
“Former KNBC-TV Los Angeles entertainment reporter Garrett Glaser need?
people. I don’t really consider myself a agrees with Vilanch. ‘It’s wishful thinking,’ Glaser says. ‘I can’t tell you how
role model, but just being comfortable many people have said to me, “Tom Cruise is gay,” or “Richard Gere is gay.”
with what you do and what you are can be ~ These guys are really open about gay stuff, they have lots of gay friends, and Etheridge: That's not our life.
useful. A lot of young people need to see because they’re good-looking and sympathetic, they get labeled as gay. It kind Cypher: Besides, we have Daddy, I mean Brad Pitt,
people that way. It makes it better for them.’”  of bothers me. Why shouldn’t we give these straight guys a little space? ” around!

ceive letters from kids who'd seen the
NBC program. ‘I got a lot of letters from
15-year-old kids who were from the Mid-

not that I'm naive, but when it’s not in

is that there be encouragement for gay o
theridge: They will not live in a. . .
Cypher: [laughing]. . .girl vacuum?

L ]
. . i °
5
: Royston Langdon (with the glam-rock band Spacehog) tha Mae Brown (author) :
® (Qut, 11/96, James Patrick Herman) A (jlw Advoml.e, 1'1/1'2/96) 0 . pe
®  “I'm reasonably straight, but I've had plenty of experiences with homo- “ .. Why isn't it addxc‘:)tlon when a congressman is loaded o
s sexuality and stuff. I don’t think any of us [in the band Spacehog] are on prescription drugs? We know they re not on cocaine, or @ A H
e unfamiliar with the ‘homosexual experience’—we just don’t work that they'd stay awake when Congress was in session. . . . S n“"’ & SM ART" ,
_® bisexual thing.” N ° "
Lo Joan Rivers o) ¢ EERREE E L :
g e Eric Dover i the glam-rock band imperial drag) (Art and Understanding, 10/96, Glenn Gaylord) = ;
A 3 Usln . . .
H (Out, 11/96, James Patrick Herman) Glenn Gaylord: Is it refreshing to just talk about ° : : .
27 Eric Dover, married lead singer and guitarist with the band Imperial . AIDS for an interview? ¢ : UI_) & Out Communications,
g_. Drag, “brags, ‘T've spent all of my life in drag.” And in a straight, less Compiled by | Joan Rivers: No, it’s terribly upsetting and very aggravat- ¢ Publishers of OutSmart & Uptown Express magazines,
:® pretty Boy George-ish kind of way, he is a drag queen. Fittingly, then, Blase DiStefano ing, because you figure if you can get to the moon, if you ° is seeking Advertjsing Sales Representatives.
19 Imperial Drag’s first single . . . is called ‘Boy or a Girl,’ and it contains can find out that there is life on Mars. . .If you took all s
i e the line ‘I feel straight, but I'm not so sure.’ —ZaN\ - | that money and put it into research, we would have a cure : 3
‘e “*A lot of people tell us that “Boy or a Girl” is very homoerotic,” Dover s | for AIDS. ... It's just so insane. I think that priorities are e Requlrements are as follows:
i: brags. ‘We thought glam rock was the perfect vehicle for a song about Diane Sawyer (TV journalist) | sowhacked out. It makes me very sad that we're sitting b Successful Business-to-Business Sales Experience
1e sexual paranoia and gender-bending and everything gorgeous. It’s sexu- (Entertainment Weekly, 11/8/96, Jess Cagle) here talking 12 years later. . .even though I am only six : Committed Strong Work Ethic
ie® ally based music, which is great for an era when people are afraid of Diane Sawyer says that her husband, director years older! . . . Pt Detailed- & Service-Minded
5 : their own sexuality. Now is the time to put blush on your face and keep Mike “Nichols is spending the day with ® Gonl Oiiented
fe people wondering.”” Whoopi Goldberg, rehearsing for a benefit : oal-Uriente
Li o . . performance of the one-woman show Nichols s Flexible
é: Vinnie Dombroski (with the glam-rock band Sponge) mounted on Broadway in 1984. After hearing °
ce (Out,11/96, James Patrick Herman) from her friends that Sawyer has a sharp e . ;
e “ ..[Vinnie] Dombroski is straight and wants it known that ‘it takes a sense of humor, the impertinent reporter tests : If you desire to set your own rate of income
¢ real man to wear a dress, as they say’ [Dombroski’s wardrobe contains it by asking whether her husband and ° and have worked on commission before,
$q Piecesof gctual won?en’s clothing], though he claims that ‘being a man Goldberg might be having an affair. ° lease contact Laura Hudman at
g e has nothing to do with that fleshy dolly between your legs.’” “] think he is,’ she responds with a straight : P 713.520.7237
ie G Michael face. ‘Actually, I might have an affair with - ° . .
i+ George Michae Whoopi too. We're both in love with her. ” | Is Melissa Etheridge | o (Serious Inquiries Only, Please)
e (singer/songwriter) (right) the other :
2 @  (The Big Issue via The Houston Chronicle, 11/11/96) t woman? _ é !
,f ® “‘T've wondered what my sexuality And is Brad Pitt e ¥
F : might be but I've never wondered Left to right: the father? | ®
3 e whether it was acceptable or not.’. . . & _ Matthew Perry, Yes and no. | :
5@ [George] Michael, a heartthrob for women » ¢ Tom Cruise, | e 2
£ : and also an icon in the gay community, i 4 5 Richard Gf"e, & | o %/l(&(l[/
e insisted that he would never publicly George Michael. o [ S
ie clarify his sexuality. ‘Anyway, who re- BN ES! ° (/ e
3 ) g
< : ally cares whether I'm gay or straight? PS /(lcattoﬂd’/, s
e ...Ifeverygay pop star and actor in 8 <
ie the world came out it wouldn’t make H . Book early & save!
i: any difference to the gay community.’” 3 ° Call
i : et
e o : L rea IJt tadeas:
ie Herb thts (photographer) Mel' Eth i d : Coy Tow, Owner g g
3® (The Advocate, 11/12/96, Charles Isherwood) (o v i1Ssa eriage (singer/songwriter) ° J ;
: ¢ . s ] w_ ; - eSS S R B SRR ). an. Aspen Gay Ski Week ......... . $999
;:-: ... Ritts came to see the importance of olage by Bikse Disielao Julie Cypher (video/film director) e ;)nc[ud YA ir. Hotel. Ski Rental 3
te revealing he is gay [on the 1993 NBC spe- Matthew Perry (actor on sitcom Friends) (Newsweek, 11/4/96, Mark Miller) : IoEICERC R TUECh DXt JIOH0
E: cial, The Gay '90s] when he began to re- (The Advocate, 11/26/96, J.V. Auley) Mark Miller: You've said you don’t want to talk about ° Feb. Gay Mardi Gras ...... ceeeees $1895
2 °
fe .
o L
e L]
. L]
> °
» L ]
= °
= °
- L}
® e
» °
o L
» o
o [ ]
» L ]
® L]
ot L ]
L]
L]
L ]
<

{Lolt 10 right) Original photos: Matthew Perry not crodited; Tom Cruiss in up

......................0..1'.........O.....................‘.......... ..........‘.....................
Y * ¢

44 DECEMBER 1996 OutSmart QutSmart DECEMBER 1956 45




Theresa DiMenno
Photographer
713/464-4471

Offermg gentle, private, and
mdwzduahzed care for adults
m a comfortable, homellke settmg

73 R, )

[ Pruce W Smith, DD.S.
General Dentistry
1006 Missouri Street o Houston, TX 77006

MC VISA AMEX, DISCOVER HEALTH CAP
g Most lnsurance accepted aﬁer conﬂrmatlon

713 /529-4364 j :

Look for a woman -owned business to do the job !

Women's Resource Directory

@z’fyazz get the WoRD?

Premier Edition now available.

Pick up your FREE COPY at:
Lucia's Garden, 2942 Virginia at Alabama
Houston Tribune, 373 1/2 West 19th
Montrose Library, Montrose near Richmond
SBA, 9301 Southwest Freeway, Suite 550
or
For other Pick-up Locations, call
(713) 242-0908
FAX (713)242-9578
Email wordweb@ghg.net
Visit our website:
http://www.ghg.net/wordweb

KICK

the
ucket.

And while you're at it, the mop, the toilet bowl brush,
dust rag, and vacuum because, frankly, sometimes
you'd rather die than clean your house. Why not let
Man-Maid do it for you? We're professional, personable,
and impeccable in the way we clean your home
spotlessly from top to bottom. What's more, we're
surprisingly affordable. So give us a call today at
849-1861 for a free estimate, or page us at 993-9737.
And stop killing yourself over housework.
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Being the industrious little elves that we are, we have listed a stock-

ing full of fabulous gift ideas. From cookies to pagers, maids to man-

sions, this guide could help you get your holiday gift-giving done in

record time.

A Special Advertising Section
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Forget Famous Amos and that horrid little
doughboy. If you really want to sweeten
someone’s holidays with lovin’ from the
oven, order one of Susan Black’s delicious
gift trays. These freshly baked loaves of
homemade bread and tasty cookies range
frbm the stocking-stuffer friendly price of
$4.00 for a mini-loaf or dozen cookies, to
$25.00 for a custom tray of your own de-
sign. Call Susan Black 713/856-7796 to
receive a detailed price list. Make sure
your order’s in by December 13 to ensure

timely delivery.

------

Want to perk up someone’s holiday? In-
stead of the mass-marketed Starbucks, go
for fresh local brews. Cafe Maison Coffee
Rbastery's gourmet samplers range from
$14.99 to $79.99 and include the freshest

coffee in town, specialty teas, heart-
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warming cocoa, divine chocolates, and
spirited wine and champagne. With such
delicious javas, it’s no wonder Cafe
Maison was named one of the best coffee
bars in North America in 1996. Place
your order by calling 713/528-6750 or
faxing 713/528-2150. Cafe Maison,
Westheimer at Shepherd in the Randall
Shopping Center.
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Shopping for the artistic chocoholic? Try
edible art from Dessert Gallery. They're
famous for their sumptuous-looking and -
tasting cookies, brownies, party trays, and
Italian Creme Cakes. And priced from $5-
$55, even the price is tasty. Delivery &
shipping available. Great Kirby locale to
toss an office party, by the way. Just call
Stephanie at 713/522-9999 for more in-
formation. Dessert Gallery, 3200 Kirby
(behind Cafe Express on Lake Street).

Want to warm up someone’s holiday with
some ice? Check out Reiner’s Jewelry at
2210 Westheimer. Reiner’s Jewelry has
made their name as holy union jeweler
experts, but they also specialize in cus-

tom jewelry design, estate jewelry,

watches, appraisals, and expert repairs.

Reiner’s buys gold, diamonds, and

s ing little
Prince Street Market offers a darling little watches for quick holiday cash.

713/520-1212 is the phone number.

FOR THE RUDOLDA
0 Y0UR L

holiday coffee/tea sampler in a beautiful
handmade torilla basket. Inside is a half-
pound bag of the world-famous Prince
Street Market's Weekend Blend Coffee fla-
vored with kahlua, cinnamon, vanilla,
and other divine spices. Gift baskets in-
clude a decorative tea tin, tea steeper, and
an assortment of coffee samples for just
$25 plus tax. Also available are other all-
organic coffee beans available by the
pound. Call 713/880-2338.
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JILUER, BOLD,
D oLy Iek

Sure, Burl lves’ classic “Silver & Gold” is

Pamper your favorite four-legged friend

with a day of luxury at Absolutely Fabu-

nice, but if you want something that really lous Pet Care. Think of it as a spa for fash-

shines, stop by Dragon Forge Custom
1412

ionable pets. And speaking of fashion,

Jewelers at Westheimer.

until Prada comes out with a Fido line, Ab

Specializing in individual designs hand- Fab has fuzzy sweaters, leopard printcol-

crafted in gold and silver, Dragon Forge lars, and even leather jackets. Would your

also carries a wide selection of mystical furry friends like to what they really want

and Celtic jewelry as well as estate piecesill ¢ . .0, Free photo session with

and holy union sets—all magical. Even Santa on Wweakends torall grooming cli-
énts. Call 713/527-0707. Absolutely

Fabulous Pet Care, 908 W. Alabama

better—they buy, sell, and trade. Call
713/523-7188. Open 11 to 8 Tuesday
through Saturday.

"l.o-tolocoh-“aono.

For the picture-purrfect present, grab a
Holiday Gift Certificate from The Pet Stu-
dio. Imagine your pets alone or with their
favorite person, in a fun or formal portrait
created especially for them. 100% satis-
faction is always guaranteed! Or take ad-
vantage of their Christmas Special and get
two flashy 5x7’s with Santa for just $20.
Noon to 3 p.m. every weekend, Nov. 2 to
Dec. 22. The Pet Studio, 6423 Richmond,
Suite E. Call 713/974-1960.

0, A WERINEN W CRE7 0 T W W R T W 8

HOME FoR
THE Hotmmmns

If you're totally gift-hindered and can't fig-
ure out what to get for anybody, drop by
AREA at 3200 Shepherd Dr. If you can't
find something here, you can't find it any-
where. Area has the toniest gifts for the
most discriminating person on your list.
Prices range from comfortable to gee-you-
spent-too-much-on-me-again-this-year.
But their vast eclectic selection of vases,

jewelry, sofas, garden objects, kitchen

items, overstuffed pillows, unusual lamps,
and one-of-a-kind accent pieces can’t be

beat. Call 713/528-0220.

Speaking of spending too much, but defi-
nitely a gift to impress, ask Santa to bring
you this little baby. The former home of
Mayor Pickett, this 5-bedroom pad has a
sun room, office, music room (speaker
system throughout the house, naturally),
and dramatic 9.5-foot ceilings. Attorney’s
office, Bed & Breakfast, or home sweet
home, just try and top giving this gift next
year. Call Suzanne Anderson Properties’

Neal Boggiano at 713/529-8484.

. B SRK i 00 T S SRR R S i S e »

Before your holiday guests arrive, you
should probably clean up the mess left
over from your Halloween party. So treat
yourself to a visit from Man-Maid clean-
ing service. Better yet, it's the perfect gift
certificate for your Oscar Madison-like
roommate—you'll both get something out
Call

of this gift.

713/849-1861.

Tony Akin at
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If you're all out of frankincense and
myrrh, find an equally aromatic gift at
Lucia’s Garden. Lucia’s has exotic in-
censes from the east, fragrant oils from the
finest flowers, and holiday music that lifts
the spirit. There's also a special selection
of calendars, fountains, wind chimes,
“rug barn” throws, and an excellent vari-
ety of books and tapes. Lucia’s Garden,

2942 Virginia St. near W. Alabama 713/

523-6494.

Ever grabbed a box from Tiffany’s just so
you'd have a nice package to present your
present in? Go one better than paper and
give a gift from In*Crate*Able. These
charﬁing wooden crates come filled with
any theme you like—coffees of the world,
golf, romance, workout gear, BBQ and, of
course, the ever-popular holiday theme.
After the gift is enjoyed, the wood crate
can be also be used to hold CDs, videos,
plants. Anything. Free delivery in the
Houston area. Call 713/863-7713.
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So your intended has a perfectly deco-
rated home already. Bet his closet could
use some spicing up. So give him some-
thing daring, dashing, or dazzling from
Basic Brothers at 1232 Westheimer. Basic
Brothers has been a Montrose fashion
staple for years, and they've got the per-
fect gift to warm up any cold night. Gift
certificates are a great idea. Call

713/522-1626.

LNIGLOBE

First Choice Travel

Want to get out of the house? Why not ski
the Rockies, sip champagne in Paris, snag
a tan in Aruba, or head down under for
Mardi Gras? If that’s your idea of a Christ-
mas gift, call UNIGLOBE First Choice
Travel. You can even plan the trip and slip
the plane tickets in your honey’s stocking
for a December 25th surprise. This is an-
other one of those gifts that fits all. Call
713/667-0580 or 800/856-1835 or stop
by 2236 W. Holcombe Blvd.

It's a Wonderful Life! Is someone on your:
list just this side of a celebrity stalker?
Give them a pic of their favorite celeb
from Hollywood Frame Gallery Custom
Framing at 2431 Bissonnet. They've got
movie art, celebrity autographs, you
name it. (Sorry, no Polaroids of Lourdes
yet.) Come in before December 22 and
get $25 off any purchase of $100 or more.
Call 713/942-8885.

Se @@ BENe aawniee e e lleiel Rl s1e g Th e e

Have a child prodigy? Got a niece or.
nephew who's Mensa material? Be a

smart Santa and give something from The

Teacher’s Store, 1001 S. Allen Genoa. The

Teacher’s Store offers quality gifts for the
“educated” consumer—toys that teach.
Right now, get one wooden puzzle for
only $10.95 and get a second one free!
And all GeoSafari products are 10% off.
Call 713/944-2306.

If you're tired of not being able to get in
touch with someone, here’s the perfect
gift for you both. Premier Paging, 12220
Murphy Rd., has a full line of affordable
pagers, accessories, and cellular phones.
That way, love’s only a phone call away.
Mention OutSmart and receive free deliv-
ery and a free gift with every purchase.

Call 281/575-8500.

In the true spirit of Christmas, Prince
Street Market’s Buyer’s Club was formed
to make available vitamin, herbs, and
health products at low cost to those with
HIV/AIDS and other life-threatening ill-
nesses. Share in the spirit of the season.
Purchase gift certificates in any denomi-
nation starting at $10 by calling
713/880-2338.

Children believe in Santa... grownups
believe in the wrap it, pack it and Ship It
store! Make ‘yours’ a stress-free Holiday
by bringing all your personal & corporate
gifts to Ship It! We'll “Wrap It!’, ‘Pack It!’
and ‘Ship It!" for you. We have a great
selection of all-occasion papers, ribbons
and cards. Ship It also offers postal,
overnight, UPS and Fax services, and we
accept corporate accounts. Remember,
you can spend your évening singing
carols when you take your gifts to the
“West Alabama Wrapper”. 2370 West
Alabama, between Kirby & Greenbriar.
713/630-0458.
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Houston's Gay & Lesbian
'Monthly Magazine
As a gift to yourself or for the loved ones
in your life, why not send a year’s sub-
scription to OutSmart. Each monthly is-
sue will arrive discreetly wrapped. A
quick and thoughtful gift for just $16.
Call 713/520-7237. Mastercard, Visa and

American Express are accepted.
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If you're looking for a special gift for that
“Angel” in your life or let’s say you'd love
to tell a certain “Grinch” to hit the
road...then call Skip Willett with West
Point Lincoln Mercury, Buick, KIA! Skip
can help you find a shiny new car for that
special “Angel” or a pre-owned vehicle
for as little as $3,000; so there’s no
chance that the “Grinch” will steal your
Christmas as you send them down the
road on their Merry-or is that Mary—little
way...Ho Ho Ho! Katy Freeway at the

Kirkwood exit; 713/529-2611.

1%

Over 79% of gays and lesbians make pur-
chases based on gay advertising. Please
support our community of advertisers and
let them know that you have seen their ad
in OutSmart, Houston’s Gay & Lesbian

Monthly Magazine.

On behalf of all of our advertisers,

(Il

......................
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Through Dec. 13 The Red Rlbbon Toy Drive
serves children from all ages up to 15 who are infected
or affected with HIV/AIDS. Most of AIDS Foundation
Houston's (AFH) clients live on a fixed income, and
AFH would like to help them provide gifts for their
children. In order for AFH to coordinate and distribute
donations, they ask that they be delivered unwrapped
to AFH @ 3202 Weslayan by 5 pm, Friday, Dec. 13
Anyone providing AFH with their name & address will
receive a written acknowledgment of their donation.
DiverseWorks will be hosting performances by the
Express Theater of The Yellow Boat, where there will be
a container for toys. DiverseWorks is located at 1117
E. Freeway (for directions, call 223-8346; for tickets, call
759-1314). For information on wish lists or other info,
call AFH's event line @ 629-9255, or If you are inter-
ested in volunteering for this event, call Knisti Conway
@ 623-6796.

Through Dec. 31  Titanica. On the evening of
April 14-15, 1912, the Titantic rammed a massive ice-

berg & began taking in water. Too few lifeboats for the
thousands of passengers resulted in the world's great-
est maritime disaster. Only some 800 people were
spared from the freezing waters. Human remains of the
passengers who perished have long since vanished, but
ample evidence of their terror & confusion lay scat-
tered across the deck of the giant passenger liner, fro-
zen in time. Titanica was filmed during an expedition in
1991, The Titanic now lies 12,500 feet deep in two
sections. Ironically, IMAX audiences will get a better
view of the ship than the crews in the submersibles
who peered through their tiny portholes. Titanica in-
corporates historical footage & introduces audiences 1o
one of the survivors and her childhood memories of
that perilous night and escape from the ship. Wortham
IMAX Theatre, Hermann Park across from Miller Out-
door Theatre. For more info: 639-IMAX.

Through Jan. 5 Miracle on Main Street.
Houston's only outdoor ice-skating rink! Sun.-Thurs.: 11
am-11 pm; Fridays: 11 am-12 am; Saturdays: 10 am-12
am. Weekdays $5, weekends $6, skate rental $2,
Downtown Houston, 1000 block of Main St. @ Lamar.
For more info: 654-800.

he curly, fuzzy, snaggy, shaggy,

ratty, matty, shining, gleaming,
streaming, knotted, twisted,
beaded, braided, powdered, flowered,
bangled, tangled, and spangled phenom-
enon called Hair is being
revived this holiday season.
With its first rock hymn,
Hair begins with the hope
that mankind is moving
into the Age of Aquarius—
"when peace will guide the
planets, and love will steer
the stars." The 31-song
score moves on to such
now-famed favorites as
“Let the Sunshine In,""'Easy
to Be Hard"*“Hair," and "Good Mormng
Starshine.” Mark Wilson—a native of
Silsbee, Texas, who directed several
musicals there before moving to New
York 13 years ago—will stage this back-
to-the-roots production, featuring a

52 DECEMBER 1996 OutSmart

Hair for the Holidays

e The American Tribal Love-Rock Musical ¢

new song,“Hippie Life," written by origi-
nal lyricist James Rado and composer
Galt MacDermot. In Wilson'’s vision,"A
drafted teenage boy makes the decision
of hIS I|fe (or death) amidst burning in-
; cense blacklights, scream-
ing guitars, bongos, Buddha,
Jesus, Hare Krishnas, acid,
pot, rock and roll, lava-
lamps, flowers, parents,
cops, and candles in a ritu-
alistic celebration bursting
with great music, drugs,
breasts, balls, and heart."
Hair will run December
19-31 for seven perfor-
mances only at Cullen Per-
formance Hall on the University of
Houston campus, Entrance 1. Tickets
range from $13.69-$35 ($10 extra on
New Year's Eve)and are available by
calling 521-RADO(7236) or through
Ticketmaster @ 629-3700.

llecember

1 Tree of Remembrance. Co-sponsored
by Body Positive and The Houston NAMES Project in
conjunction with the City of Houston, this event is held
yearly and is described as "the Houston HIV
Community’s annual celebration of those we love.”
The lighting and decorating of the tree has become a
source of comfort, healing, and closure for many
whose close involvement with AIDS has included so
many painful moments. This “Night of Music Celebrat-
ing Life" will include seasonal music, the reading of
names, and the hanging of tree ornaments honoring
loved ones. Bring your plastic or paper ornament with
you the night of the event and register your loved
one's name with one of the volunteers, This year's
ceremony will be held on World AIDS Day, 6:30 pm
the Metropolitan Multi-Service Center on West
Gray. Parking has been arranged at the First Interstate
Bank parking garage @ Waugh & West Gray and in the
front & back of the center.
1&5 Festivals of Light: Santa Lucia. Honor
Santa Lucia, Sweden's symbol of light. During Sweden’s
dark winter days, Lucia brightens the sky with her shin-
ing crown of candles. Visitors will make traditional
Swedish ornaments & leam the story of Santa Lucia.
Sunday: 1-2 pm; Thursday: 6:30-7:30 pm @ the
Children’s Museum, 1500 Binz. $5/person, $4 seniors
65 yrs. & older, children under two & museum mem-
bers free. For more info: 522-1138,
3 Compagq Casual Classics. The first con-
cert in a new series, the Houston Symphony Compaq
Casual Classics debut with music director Christoph
Eschenbach performing & conducting Beethoven's First
Piano Concerto. Ravel's Boléro, unigue in its infectious
rhythms, delightfully showcases the orchestra. These
80-minute concerts are hosted by Houston Symphony
conductor-in-residence Stephen Stein. Jones Hall, 615
Louisiana, 227-ARTS.
6 Girls With Guitars CD Release
Party. Come celebrate the release of This Is the Life,
Girls With Guitars’ debut recording. Girls With Guitars
performs from 9-10:30 pm, and the party continues
with music by Lesli Wood. Party till midnight @ Ova-
tions, 2536 Times Blvd. Cover charge $5. For more
info: Denise Horowitz @ 728-4802.
6 Mary Hall is a guitanst and vocalist whose
original music blends masterful new age acoustical 6- &
12-string guitar with powerful, soul-searching lyrics &
guitar synthesizer to create a unique style and story all
her own. She will sprinkle her set with some Crosby,
Stills, Nash & Young, Kenny Loggins, and others, 9 pm
at Ms. B's, 9200 Buffalo Speedway (The Ranch). For
info: 388-2656.
] Pharoah Sanders Ensemble: Mes-
sage From Home. Ferrell (Pharozah) Sanders is a
musician whose deeply passionate playing is always
scrupulously disciplined and whose creativity encom-
passes a wide range of musical expression. For this per-

formance, the saxophonist shatters the walls between
African musical worlds and jazz as he did in his newly
released album, Message From Home. 8 pm @ Cullen
Theater, Wortham Theater Center, For more info, call
Da Camera Music Center @ 524-5050.
6-8 The Gay and Lesbian Switchboard of
Houston (GLSH) will be conducting training for
phone staff volunteers Friday-Sunday. GLSH is staffed
entirely by volunteers and is nearing its 15th year of
serving the community. To volunteer or for more in-
formation: 529-3211, or to leave message: 529-9615,
6,8 I Can’t Sleep (J’ai Pas Sommeil). In the
mid-1980s, Thierry Paulin, along with his lover, mur-
dered more than 20 eldedy Parisian women, This 1993
film is inspired by that true crime. It is a densely tex-
tured contemplation of intersecting lives: Daiga, an as-
piring Lithuanian actress; Théo, a quiet Antillian
musician and carpenter who longs to return with his
child to his native land; and Théo's brother, Camille, an
eerily beautiful transvestite who haunts the nights of
Paris. The director, Claire Denis, gradually reveals the
underlying connections between this particular group
of disconnected Parisians, Friday @ 9:45 pm, Sunday @
& pm at the Museum of Fine Arts' Brown Auditorium,
1001 Bissonnet, 639-7515.
7 Drop In, Switch On, The Houston
Women's Caucus for Art's (HW(CA) annual fundraiser
and party includes a silent auction of switchplates, mir-
rors, & lamps decorated by artist/members; a jazz trio:
refreshments; & a raffle drawing. $5 admission (refresh-
ments provided free, cash bar available). 6-9 pm @ The
Firehouse Gallery, 1413 Westheimer (on the curve).
For more info: 520-7840.
7,8 Festivals of Light: Chanukah. Cel-
ebrate this Jewish holiday & leam about the eight days
of candle lighting, Visitors will build their own menorahs
to celebrate Chanukah. Saturday: 11 am-12 pm & 1-2
pm; Sunday: 1-2 pm @ the Children's Museum, 1500
Binz. $5/person, $4 seniors 65 yrs. & older, children
under two & museum members free, Info: 522-1138.
7,8,9  African-American pianist Terrence
Wilson, who has already established a reputation as
one of today's most gifted young instrumentalists,
makes his debut with the Houston Symphony perform-
ing @ lush piano work from the Romantic repetoire.
Jones Hall, 615 Louisiana, 227-ARTS.
8 PFLAG Houston's “Holiday House-
warming Party.” PFLAG Houston is moving, Plan
on joining them for this exciting time of friends, family,
food, & fun! The new facility will provide PFLAG with
more space for monthly meetings as well as a more
central location that is easily accessible & served by
public transportation. The party will be catered, & res-
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Girls With Guitars invite you to their party
celebrating the release of their new CD. 9 p.m.-
midnight, Dec. 6 @ Ovations.

cember 1 to be “World AIDS Day."
day that would draw
global attention to this
disease. Despite recent
promising  medical
news, the need for a
“"World AIDS Day" in
1996 is unfortunately
still here. Lifetime Tele-
vision commemorates
the war against AIDS
on Sunday, Dec. 1, with
three films that portray
the struggles that

Lifetime Television Recognizes
“World AIDS Day”

* Movies Reflect Families’ Struggles ¢

n 1988, the United Nations' World
Health Organization declared De-

Ann-Margret and Julie Andrews play
mothers of gay lovers in Our Sons.
Hugh Grant plays one of the sons.

in a Movie/Miniseries” Award for her per-
formance. Dennis Boutsikaris co-stars.

Something to Live
For:The Allison Gertz
Story,1:00 p.m.

Molly Ringwald stars as
Allison Gertz, the true
story of a young woman
who contracted AIDS
from a single one-night
stand. Her life and those
of her friends and
family are dramatically
changed as she fights
the disease and the

PWAs and their families must endure.

And Then There Was One, 11:00 am.

This Lifetime Original Movie is the true
story of two happily married writers who,
after several years of fertility treatments,
fi inally fulfill their dream to have a baby.The
dream turns into a nightmare, however,
when the whole family is diagnosed with
AIDS, which they battle together. Amy
Madigan won a Cable ACE “Best Actress

ervations are required. The party will be held @ 3 pm
@ their new location: Chnist Church Cathedral, 1117
Texas Ave. Reservations are $10 per person and can
be made by calling Susan Upchurch @ 995-9777 or via
e-mail at susanup44@aol.com,

8 A Christmas Songfest is an evening of
caroling & festivities benefiting The Assistance Fund &
Omega House. Basically a sing-along of Christmas
music—seme sung with reverence, some strictly
tongue-in-cheek—the audience as well as professional
entertainers are fully involved in the sihging in a relaxed
party atmosphere. |erry Atwoaod, who started this tra-
dition in his home, accompanies with his synthesizer
"orchestra.” Channel 51's Dayna Steele, Channel 11

weatherman Dan Meador, and KRBE moming show
host Maria Todd will keep things hopping as emcees.
$45 ticket (reserved tables for 10 start at $500) in-
cludes open bar, buffet dinner, & silent auction. 6:00
pm @ the Edwin Hornberger Conference Center,
2151 W. Holcombe. Info: Ed Inderwish @ 683-0485.

12, 14, 15 Festivals of Light: Las Posadas.
Families that celebrate this holiday put candles in paper
bags to line the streets & light up the night. Come cel-
ebrate by making a luminaria to light up your path &
also make a tin omament. Thursday: 6:30-7:30 pm; Sat-
urday: 11 am-12 pm & 1-2pm; Sunday: 1-2 pm @ the
Children’s Museum, 1500 Binz. $5/person, $4 seniors
65 yrs, & older, children under two & museumn mem-

bers free. For more info: 522-1138.

prejudices and misconceptions that often
accompany it. Martin Landau co-stars.

Qur Sons, 3.00 p.m.

Film and stage legends Julie Andrews and
Ann-Margret star as two very different
women who develop a special bond as
they struggle to accept their sons' roman-
tic relationship and the fact that one son
has acquired AIDS. Hugh Grant co-stars
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14,15 The Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston
will present “Simple Gifts," a program of heliday mu-
sic, at the First Unitarian Universalist Church, 5200
Fannin @ Southmore. Saturday @ 7 pm, Sunday @
2:30 pm. Tickets $10. Call 521-SING.

19,21,22 Festivals of Light: Christmas. Car-
ols, colorfullights, & beautiful stained-glass windows.
Visitors will capture the essence of light through cre-
ative stained-glass windows. Thursday: 6:30-7:30 pm:;
Saturday: 11 am-12 pm & 1-2pm; Sunday: 1-2 pm @
the Children’s Museum, 1500 Binz. $5/person, $4 se-
niors 65 yrs. & older, children under 2 & museum
members free. Info: 522-1138. :

26,28  Festivals of Light: Kwanzaa. During
Kwanzaa's 7 nights of candle lighting, families pay trib-
ute to African-Amenican traditions. Visitors will learn
about the 7 principles of Kwanzaa thru craftsistorytell-
ing. Thursday: 6:30-7:30 pm; Saturday: 11 am-12 pm &
1-2pm; Sunday: 1-2 pm @ the Children's Museum,

1500 Binz. $5/person, $4 seniors 65 yrs. & older, chil-
dren under 2 & museum members free. Info: 522-1138.
31 Celebrate '97 Hollywood Style!
Fourth Annual Community New Year's Eve Party (pre-

sented by Bering Community Service Foundation &

Bayou City Boys Club, Inc.) benefits Bering Community
Service Foundation. $80 ticket includes dancing, open
bar, hors d'oeuvres, & midnight breakfast buffet. 9 pm

@ The Wyndham Warwick Hotel. Valet parking avail-

able. For tickets or more info: 524-9304.
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Theater

« Annie. “Leapin’ Lizards!" Yqu'il see it at r‘he. L;g
Under The Stars before it heads for Br"oadway. T(,U
mounts the 20th anniversary r.t‘vxval O'”Anm.e. a .e_s?,.
new production of Broadway's 1977, i?fs. Mur:ga.
Tony Award winner. Nov. 29-Dec, 15 @ The Music
Hall. For info: 622-8887. . 5

« Bah, Humbug! is an irreverent look at F‘\Oh(my;ra-
ditions with some beautiful traditional carols included.
Dec. 13-28 @ the Country Playhouse, 12{802 Queens-
bury (sth. of Town and Country Mall). Info: 467-4497

" o A Chorus Line, the second longest-running musical

in the history of Broadway, won the Pulitzer Prize for
drama and New York Drama Critics Award for best
musical. Through Dec. 7 @ the Country Playhousg.
12802 Queensbury (south of Town and Country Mall).
For info: 467-4497. A

« A Christmas Cactus is a "Scrooge-like" detective
comedy by Eliot Byrrum. Through Dec. 13 @ Theatre
Suburbia, 1410 West 43rd @ Oak Forest, 682-3525.
* A Christmas Carol is the story of the r?lseriy old
Scrooge who discovers the true meaning of \,'wnstnr' as
Thru Dec. 29 @the Alley Theatre, 615 Texas Ave, 228-8421.
« Christmas Party of One. Three astrologers go in
search of the true King, two women set up a "Picture
Yourself With Jesus” photo booth in the mall in the
hopes of thwarting shoppers' plans to see Santa Claus,
a dancing traveling salesman convinces Jose;?h to marry
Mary, someone is stealing all the artifacts of Christmas,

and a married couple comes face to face with an an- .

gel. Sounds more like the National Enquirer than f
Christmas musical. This A.D. Players' offbeat seasonal
romp runs Nov. 27-Dec. 31 @ Grace Theater, 2710
W. Alabama, 526-2721.

« The Compleat Works of
Wiim Shakespeare. In this irev-

erent romp, three male actors

parody most of the characters in

all of Shakespeare's plays. Relying
partly on audience participation,
this performance is an entertain-
ment for the entire family (well,
almost the entire family). Through
Jan. 11 @ New Heights Theatre,
339 W. 19th St B69-8927.

*» Deathtrap is the comedy clas-
sic thriller by Ira Levin, starring
Elliott Gould & Mariette Hartley.
It remains one of the longest-run-
ning plays in Broadway h|stqry.
The New York production
played 1,800 performances & was
nominated for four 1978 Tony
Awards including Best Play. The

Top to botto

Scott Tesh, Mark
Roberts, and Jason Douglas parody
Shakespeare at New Heights
successful play spawned the mo- Theatre through January 11.

« john & jen is an intimate musical
about a sister & brother from the
1950s through today. Music/lyrics
by Andrew Lippa; boak/lyrics by
Tom Greenwald. Through Dec, 22
@ Theater LaB Houston, 1706
Alamo, 227-ARTS.
* The Man Who Came to Din-
ner. Sheridan Whiteside, a famous
critic & radio personality, lands in
the lap of the Stanley family home
when he slips & falls on their door-
step. Funny situations abound dur-
ing Whiteside's recovery as vhe
literally takes over the house during
the holiday season & all try to cater
to his every whim. The style of the
late '30s & early '40s shines through
this comedy. Dec. 6- Jan. 11 @ The
Company Onstage, 536 Westbury
Square, 726-1219 .
« Sing a Christmas Song. Set in

tion picture starring Michael
Caine, Dyan Cannon, & Christopher Reeve. Dec.. 24-
29 @ Jones Hall, 615 Louisiana, 227-ARTS. (See inter-
view with Mariette Hartley on page 32)

* Hair (See sidebar on page 52.)

« An Ideal Husband is a 100-year-old jewel from the
pen of one of the English language's wittiest plgy-
wrights, Oscar Wilde, The first self-styled star of English
letters, Wilde was famous for his epigrams, and Hus-
band is rife with them: When Lord Caversham criticizes
nis son for his superficial conversation, the son rep!xles.
“| love talking about nothing, father. It is the only thing
| know anything about.” The son lives by Wilde's dictum,
“Treat all trivial things seriously, and all serious things
with studied triviality,” Thru Dec. 22 @ Main Street The-
ater/Chelsea Market, 4617 Montrose, 524-6706.

Harlem, this holiday play is loosely based on Charles
Dickens' A Christmas Carol. Ebeneezer Scrooge is now
a greedy, callous Harlem businessman visited by the
ghosts of Christmas past, present, & future. Hip hop
dizlogue & rap-like verse add to the conternporary &
urban trappings of rhythm & blues, Motown, and gos-
pel. Through Dec. 28 @ Mictown Art Center, 3414 La-
Branch, 520-0055. .

« The Yellow Boat is a celebration of a child's life &
a tribute to children’s courage & strength. It is based on
the true story of David & Sonja’s son Bgnjamn, who
died in 1987 from AIDS-related complications con-
tracted through a blood transfusion. His buoyant imagi-
nation & artistic talent helped him to transform his
physical & emotional pain into brilliant colors & shapes
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for over 20 years

Gorgeous ocean views from Las Brisas
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¢« Full service our specialty

. Serving Fire Island and Acapulco

Book early for the holidays!
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in his drawings. Presented Dec, 4-15 @ DiverseWorks,
1117 East Freeway (I-10 @ N. Main). For info/reserva-
tions: 759-1314.

hadio/TV

« After Hours (Radio) Saturdays, midnight to 3 am.
Featuring the QMZ (Queer Music Zone) with Jimmy
Carper. KPFT 90.1 FM,

* Lesbian & Gay Voices (Radio) Thurscay, 9-11 pm.
Features, news, music, interviews, reviews, and com-
mentary. KPFT 90,1 FM.

« AIDS Talk Houston (TV) Access Houston Com-
munity Television (AHCT); showtimes are listed in lo-
cal television guides under AHCT channels
(Warner—Ch. 17, TCI—Ch. 41; Phonoscope—Ch.
72; Optel—Ch. 07).

* Montrose 77006 (TV) is a fresh mix of gay & les-
bian comedy, politics, and on-the-scene reports of ac-
nvities in the Montrose area. For further information or
to advertise your group activity, organization, or busi-
ness: 902-2231 (24-hr. voice mail). Access Houston
Community Television (AHCT); showtimes are listed
in local television guides under AHCT channels
(Warner: Ch, 17, TCl; Ch. 41, Phonoscope: Ch. 72,

Art/Photograph

* The Art League of Houston is offering free art
classes for people with HIV. The ongoing course meets
every Thursday & Friday from 1-4 pm at the Art
League, 1953 Montrose. Mixed media projects for the
artist and non-artist. Constructive art-making in a re-
laxed atmosphere. Focus is on the healing power of art.
For information, call 523-9530.

* Collection...100 Butterflies is an exhibition of
butterfly paintings by former Houston resident Sally
Chandler, 100 images of butterflies are arranged in
large panels that together form an enormous, brightly
colored work of art. The artist sees her butterflies as
messengers from nature, reminders of our symbiotic
relationship with the natural world and an affirmation
of its beauty and fragility. Through Jan. 2. 1997, @ the
Cockrell Butterfly Center, Houston Museum of Natu-
ral Science, One Hermann Circle Dr., For more infor-
mation, call 639-4629.

* Earlie Hudnall Jr. has been photographing his Af-
ncan-American community for the past two decades,
“A unique commonality exists between young and
old," he says, "because there is always a continuity
between the past and the future, It is this commonal-
tty which | strive to depict in my work" Hudnall grew
up in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, and has lived in Houston

since the earfy '70s. Photographs by Hudnall & Eudora

Welty are being presented through Dec. 4 @ John

Cleary Gallery, 2635 Colquitt, 524-5070.

* Daniel Lechon's traditional ol paintings and draw-

ngs. Through Dec. 6 @ Toni jones Gallery, 1911-CW.

Alabama @ Hazard, 528-7998,

* Jesse Lott's sculptures. Through Dec. 6 @ O'Kane

Gallery, University of Houston-Downtown, One Main

St, 221-8042.

* Lari Pittman is 2 Los Angeles-based painter. This

Mid-career survey includes 25 of his monumental

Paintings which address political, sexual, and identity

sSues in America. Through Dec. 31 @ the Contempo-

fary Arts Museum, 5216 Montrose, 526-3129,

* Reconfigured: Six Approaches to Figurative
Painting focuses on the work of six Houston area
painters who use the figure as their central subject
matter. This exhibition showcases a variety of styles
and approaches in 40 works which share the figure as
subject; however, the artists interpret the figurative
tradition in radically different and personalized ways.
Through Dec. 1 @ the Glasse!l School of Art, 5101
Montrose, 639-7500.
* Reconstructedness is an exhibition of seven art-
Ists who have lived and worked in North Texas, These
artists’ works are composed of found and constructed
objects. Through Jan. 4 @ DiverseWorks, 1117 East
Freeway (just off North Main @ 1-10), 223-8346,
* Ring in the holidays with 15 diverse artists.
Through Jan. 4 @ Archway Gallery, 2013 West Gray,
522-2409.
* The Singular Object is a group exhibition of
Texas artists. Whether in painting or sculpture, each
artist will present a unique approach to the object, as
icon, and as trigger for psychological and philosophical
dialogue. Through Dec. 4 @ New Gallery, 2639
Colquitt, 520-7053 d
* Splendors of Ancient Egypt, the largest exhibi-
tion ever presented by the MFA, will feature Egyptian
art from Germany's Pelizaeus Museum. It will showcase
more than 200 antiquities that offer a panoramic view
of ancient Egyptian Civilization which encompasses
over 4,500 years of pharaonic history—from the clove
of the Predynastic Period to the 1st century A,D.
Through March 30 @ the Museum of Fine Arts, 1001
Bissonnet, 639-7300.
*The Tongass: Alaska’s Magnificent Rain Forest
is an exhibit of 42 color photographs by seven nature
& wildlife photographers. The Tongass National Forest
in Alaska is the U.S's largest national forest & part of
the largest non-equatorial rain forest in the world. Vir-
tually untouched by outside influences for 3,000-5,000
years, this ecosystem has continually replenished rself
& remained in delicate balance. Images in the exhibition
capture the beauty of the land & hint to the enormity
of the resources to be found there. They also colorfully
depict the rain forest wildlife and some of the native
people who live in the Tongass. Through January 1 @
the Houston Museum of Natural Science, Hermann
Park across Miller Outdoor Theatre, 639-IMAX
(Spanish: 639-4603).
* Eudora Welty is one of the South's greatest writ-
ers, but as she was just beginning to write the short
stories and novels that would make her a national trea-
sure, she traveled as a publicity agent. The photographs
she took from that period are in this exhibition. "They
are among hundreds made by me in the late '30s and
early "40s in the state of Mississippi.” she says, "If a value
persists in them, it is because life, in those poor times,
speaks for itself in the unchanging language of move-
ment and gesture, and looks undefeatedly back at the
camera’s eyes.” An exhibition of photographs by Welty
and Earlie Hudnall Jr. is being presented through Dec
4 @ John Cleary Gallery, 2635 Colquitt. 524-5070.
* When Two or More: New Typologies and
Dan Estabrook: Interjor Views. In Typologies, the
featured artists deal with issues of identity & individu-
ality. In Views, Estabrook creates a collection of fabri-
cated 19th-century photographs about the desire to
find meaning hidden in the accidental pattemns & stains
of old pictures. Through Dec. 22 @ Houston Center
for Photography, 1441 W. Alabama, 529-4755,
*Various. An exhibition of the works of Larry Craw-
ford (acrylic), Jim Martin (watercolor), & Harlan W,
Skarphol Jr. (watercolor pencil & ink). Through Nov. 30
@ Hyde Park Gallery, 711 Hyde Park. For more infor-
mation, call 526-2744,
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by the park

| 5514 Memorial Drive  864-6888 |

Style Shop

R&

Men, Women, Children

869-8977

2626 White Oak Dr. in the Heights
10 am to 7 pm Tues - Sat

Walk-ins Welcome!

HUBBARD

Financial Services, Inc.

* Income Tax Service

s A Past Due Returns
S—— + Out-Of-State Returns

Estates & Trusts Returns

(ACI} - Business Bookkeeping
L0 + Business Tax Returns

* Notary Public

(713) 522-9000

Fax: (713) 526-6588

2615 Montrose Blvd.  Houston, TX 77006
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“The Realtor with Hdrsépowcr"

Karen Derr

From the inner-loop

To Horse Country
ROMANTIC & SECLUDED
HIDEAWAY - 10 wooded acres o1
private lane. 2 bed 1 bath cedar hom«
is s0000 quiet all you hear is birds
$89,900 in Shepherd, TX (1 hr)

LIVE IN THE HEIGHTS - 2 bed -
bath , ceramic tile, hardwoods, sunny
breakfast room + formal dining.
Comner . $127,800. Home Warranty.

HUGE LOG HOME - bed &
breakfast potential 8.5 acres + pond.
Gamerm up, fab country kitchen, room

for 50 rockers on all the porches.
Minutes from IAH. Only 6 year old

& like new interior. $249,900.

TENNIS ANYONE? totally
remodeled home on 3/4 acre lot has a
tennis court, spa & sauna room.
Hardwood floor & ceramic tile. Just
north of Kingwood. $145.,000.

AUSTIN STONE HOME ON 22
ACRES - backs to National Forest.
Only about 3 years old - $199,000.

713-802-2845

Karen Derr & Associates Realty
www.neosoft.com/~kcderr

Classes/Seminars

ring free art

* The Art League of Houston is ©
classes for people with HIV. The ongoing course meets
every Thursday & Friday, 1-4 pm at the Art League,
1953 Montrose. Among other media, the course offers
lessons in painting, printmaking, and ceramics on a ro-
tating basis. For information, call 523-9530.
« Love, Lust, & Intimacy explores the connection
between relationships, intimacy. & self-esteem issues,
4th Tuesday of each month, 7-9 pm, AFH office, 3202
Weslayan, 623-67%6.
« Montrose Clinic, a private nonprofit organization,
offers “Next Step” bimonthly classes to newly diag-
nosed HIV-positive persons, The classes are anony-
mous, Class topics will include health issues, nutrition,
safe sex, legal issues, & medications. Clients will receive
an immune system panel, which will incluce a CD4 (T-
cell) count, RPR (syphilis) test, CBC (complete blood
count), and a TB skin test. All of these services are free
to the client. Contact 520-2000 to make reservations
for an upcoming class (space is limited). Class schedules
(all classes are 5:30-8 pm, except for those designated):
Dec. 3, 5.9 (Spanish), 17.&19; Jan. 7, 9, 13 (Spanish),
21. & 23: Feb. 4. 6, 10 (Spanish), 19 (1:30-4 pm), & 20
(1:30-4 pm); Mar. 4, 6, 10 (Spanish), 25, & 27,
« Rainbow Ranglers, a gay country & westem dance
club, teaches beginning level dance every Thursday at
8:30 pm & advanced level dance every Wednesday at
8 pm at Brazos River Bottom, 2400 Brazos. Dance
classes are free & open to the public. Info: 880-0670.
« Sex, Toys, & Videotape explores the diversity of
ways to enjoy safer sex, 3rd Tuesday of each month,
7-9 pm, AFH office, 3202 Weslayan, 623-6796.
« Southern Country Houston provides country
and western dance lessons, exhibitions, and charity
events to benefit service organizations. Free dance les-
sons are offered every Tuesday, 8-10pm, at The Ranch,
Plaza 9200, 9200 Buffalo Speedway. Call 648-9340 or
write to P.O. Box 1502, Houston, TX 77252-1502.
« That Dam Debate: Safer Sex for Lesbians, a
seminar presented by Nancy Ford, sponsored by AlDS
Foundation Houston, last Thurs. of each month, 9:30
pm, Plaza 9200, 9200 Buffalo Speedway. 666-3464.
« The Truth About Chiropractic is a free presen-
tation by Norri J. Collier, D.C., based on the most cur-
rent medical research, It will provide infa (1) on how
not to be one of the 140,000 people who die yearly
because of mistakes/misuse of prescription medica-
tions, (2) that doctors of chiropractic receive more
hours than medical doctors, (3) on the numerous ran-
domized controlled studies that show the benefits of
chiropractic compared 1o many therapies used by
medical doctors, (4) on the chance of a stroke follow-
ing a chiropractic adjustment to be between Tin1
million & 1 in 20 million, (5) on weliness & preventive
care, (6) on refuting the idea that aches are a natural
part of the aging process & how to age ache-free, (7)
on how to prevent infections; nerve damage, favgue, &
immune system weakness. (8) on how 10 avoid com-
mon mistakes like taking Tylenol daily & ignoring aches
& pains "because they're normal.” Tuesdays, 6:1 5-7:30
pm, 5433 Waestheimer, Ste. 1111, RSVP: 623-6305.

Mmunity

« AIDS Equity League, a nonprofit organization
dedicated to insuring equitable treatment of the gay
and lesbian community in local HIV/AIDS decision

making. 2nd and 4th Tuesdays. 12 noon, Charlie’s Res-
taurant, 1100 Westheimer, 524-9966.
« EXXON Gay & Lesbian Employees (EGLE)
meets monthly at the Montrose Library to discuss
workplace issues, empowerment, social events, etc. For
more information, please call 522-6212.
« Gay & Lesbian Switchboard Houston (GLSH)
is 2 nonprofit all-volunteer organization offering the
community information & referrals to businesses, iegal
and medical professionals, and a variety of
organizations. It also provides information on HIV/
AIDS, coming out, etc, P.O. Box 66496, Houston, TX
77266-6469, 529-3211. GLSH also operates the Hated
Crimes Hotline, 529-9615.
* Gay, Lesbian, & Straight Teachers Network
(GLSTN). The goal of GLSTN is to make schoo's safel
for everyone—straight and gay. All interestec personsy
are invited to attend the Dec. 18 meeting @ 7:30 pm, -
followed @ 8 pm with a parent panel discussion. First:
Unitarian Universalist Church, 5200 Fannin @4
Southmore, For updates: 529-4571.
« Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of
Commerce (GHGLCC) fosters & promotes the eco-
nomic development & vitality of gay, lesbian, & sup<
portive businesses and professional organizations in thes
greater Houston area. The chamber facilitates the ex=
change of ideas, resources, information, & networking
opportunities for its members. Promoting a positive
change of the diversity of gay & lesbian citizens, and 10
further strengthen our position in society, the chambes
provides opportunities for the personal. professional, &
social growth of its members, Membership in this or=8
ganization in no way infers sexual orientation, prefer=
ence, or gender identity. Meets the first Monday of’
each month. For more infa: 523-7576. (Thursday, Dec:
12: Networking Mixer with beverages & refreshments
@ Suzanne Anderson Properties, 239 Westheimer,
529-8484.)
« HIV/AIDS Treatment Mixer, open forum fo
sharing information, 4th Tuesday of each month, 79
pm, 2700 Albany, Ste. 205, 527-8219.
« The Homeless Pet Placement League is a
nonprofit animal welfare organization that rescues and
rehabilitates stray and abandoned cats and dogs. To
inquire about volunteering, foster care, or adopting, call
B62-PETS.
« HOPE Project (HIV Qutreach, Prevention, and
Education) provides HIV/AIDS information to the Af:
rican-American community. Board meetings are held
every second Wednesday of the month Contact the
HOPE line at 587-6914 for more information.
« Houston Gay & Lesbian Political Caucus. 1st
Wednesday of each month, 7:30 pm, 2700 Albany, 3rd
floor, 521-1000.
« Houston Pride Band provides musical entertains
ment for the lesbian and gay community. They aré
seeking musicians of all skill levels and instrumentation
Rehearsals are held at Dignity Houston, 1307 Yale o
Wednesdays from 7-9 pm. Contact Russell at 5243
0218 or e-mail HousTxBand@aol.com.
+ Log Cabin Republicans, 4th Monday of eachl
month, 6:30 pm (social), 7 pm (meeting), Renata's
2006 Lexington, 529-9100.
« OutVote, a nonprofit organization dedicated to reg -
istering, educating, and motivating our community 1@
vote. For more info: 520-VOTE or 522-9837,
« Pride Committee of Houston, executive meets
ing (7 pm, 1st Tuesday of each month) and gene al
meeting (6:30 pm, 3rd Tuesday of each month), 2700
Albany, 529-6979.
« Q-Patrol is dedicated to the prevention of hatg
crimes against gays & lesbians, patrols the bar areas i
Montrose, & is always looking for volunteers, If yol

have at least one Friday or Saturday night per month,

please call 528-SAFE (7233),
« Rice GALA (Gay and Lesbian Alumni Association)
seeks gay and lesbian alumni of Rice University. Con-
tact Neal Tannahill at 526-6718 for more information.
+ Roundtable—The Houston Philosophy Fo-
rum s open to anyone who is interested in civilized
and open discussion on the topics of the day. 7 pm on
the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the month @ Café Art-
iste, 1601 W. Main. For more info: Jackie @ 779-8620
or Beth @ 728-5590.
+» Texas Human Rights Foundation, a statewide,
not-for-profit legal agency, advocates on behalf of the
lesbian, gay, and HIV community and publishes the
booklet AIDS and the Law: Know Your Rights. If you feel
you have been discriminated against on the basis of
sexual orientation or HIV status and need legal advice
or attorney referral, call their toll-free number,
1-800-828-6417.
+ The Texas Lesbian Conference (TLC). Remem-
ber the conference in 1993? Well, get ready—it's go-
ing to happen again, But this one will be even better,
because we will be celebrating a decade—yes, that's 10
yearsl—of our visibility & empowerment! It will take
place at the same hotel (the Renaissance Houston),
and we're planning speakers, entertainment, & work-
shops that will knock your socks offl Though it won't
take place till May 16-18, we need your input & help
now. For info, call our recorded voice mail message @
867-3934, & if you'd like more info or would like to
volunteer for one of our committees, leave your name
& phene number, and we'll be back in touch with you.
* Women’s Action Coalition (WAC) is an alliance
pf women committed to direct action on issues affect-
ing the rights of all women, Wednesdays, 7 pm at
Toopees. P.O. Box 131148, Houston, TX 77219-1148,

voice mail 867-9581,

* AIDS Housing Coalition Houston runs the non-
profit TLC House program, a 90-day, gay-positive,
emergency house for PWAs in transition. For more
info about joining, call 521-1613.
* AssistHers tries to help women live as normally as
possible while coping with a life-threatening or
d§bllitat|ng iliness. Eligible for service are women
whose emotional, social, or sexual relationships are
primarily with other women who have a debilitating or
life-challenging disease, illness, or condition. Assistance
May extend to a woman's partner, caregiver, or family.
Services are provided regardless of ability to pay, &
regardless of age. race, ethnicity, or economic status
PO Box 131605, Houston, TX 77219-1605, 552-9445,
* AVES (Amigos Volunteers in Education & Services)
ﬁ?vges social and healthcare services to HIV-positive
viduals. 4126 Southwest Frwy., Ste. 17 -
bl rwy.. Ste. 1717, 626-2837
* The Center for AIDS (CFA) is an information &
advocacy organization working to accumulate knowl-
edge and to share information regarding the latest
:levdllt?l treatments & scientific advances in the field of
B foDS. The CFA advocates both locally & nation-
7 lor better treatments & better access to care for
ai:oi\s living with HIV/AIDS and strives to keep the
Upd:f.on medical &v affected community informed,
hijs.ed. & involved in the search for a cure. The CFA
ADS V;\onth!y, informal meetings for persons with HIV/
Ot other mzergsted persons to discuss treatment
5 I;.fons.. For more info: 527-8219.
esbian Health Initiative (LHI) is a nonprofit

organization working to improve the health of lesbians
and bisexual women in the Houston area, 1st Tuesday
of each month, 7 pm, Montrose Counseling Center,
701 Ri;:mond. Call Pokey Anderson @ 526-7828 for
more info, or write LHI, P.O.
iy O. Box 130158, Houston,
* Milam House is a housing facility for HIV-positive
persons who, because of health, social, and/or eco-
nomic conditions, are unable to provide for their own
ba;-c human needs. We are seeking volunteers to help
with everything from shift work to administrative and
fundraising. If you can help, please contact Dallas at
520-9248 or e-mail us at ahhvintr@neosoft.com.
* Montrose Counseling Center offers numerous
gqunseling groups, including groups for men & women
living with HIV, people in recovery, lesbian survivors of
cancer, survivors of sexual abuse, people living with
chronic pain, lesbian survivors of domestic violence, &
many more. For more info (24 hrs.): 529-0037.
" Next Step is a free confidential program of informa-
tion and medical testing for persons who are HIV posi-
tive. Provided by Montrose Clinic. Call 520-2000 for
schedule and to register.
* Tobacco-Free Greater Houston will provide a
list of smoke-free restaurants in the Houston area. The
group works to promote health through the reduction
of youth access to tobacco & the promotion of a
smoke-free environment. For a free guide, send a SASE
to Tobacco-Free Greater Houston, P.O. Box 890769
Houston, TX 77289-0769., '
* Thomas Street Health Center Council is an
elected advocacy group that advise the hospital district
on matters concerning Thomas Street AIDS Clinic.
Meetmgs are open to public comment and participa-
tton{' 2nd Wednesday of each month, 2 pm, 3rd floor
conference room, 2015 Thom
gl iy omas St. @ Paschall off N.
* Women’s Clinic Montrose Clinic is now offering
a wpmen's health clinic. Visits include complete exami-
nation by gynecalogist, lab work, medication, & refer-
ral if needed. Fee is $40; but no one will be turned

away. Every Wednesday, 5-8 pm, b
only, 520-2000. o g

Religion/Spirituality

* Dignity Houston is dedicated to the welfare of
gay/lesbian Catholics and their friends, and meets Sat-
urdays at 7:30 pm, 1307 Yale, Suite H, 880-2872.

. KQIbe Project is an ecumenical outreach to gays,
Ie§b‘|ans. and other sexual minorities modeled after the
ministry of St. Francis of Assisi. Potluck and community-
concern programs, first Thursdays, 7 pm. Healing Ser-
vice, 'second Thursdays, 7 pm. Spiritual Direction by
appointment; HIV/AIDS hospital chaplaincy. For infor-

mation, call 522-8182.
o0Cial

* 20 Something is 2 caring, informative, social com-
munity for les-bi-gay persons & their friends coming to-
gethgr in a safe & positive atmosphere to share, leam
& bgild friendships. For more info, contact Carrie, juhe'
Daniel, Guy, or Darby at 315-6786 (voice mail), ‘
* BiNet Houston has changed their meeting format
to a social-oriented group. BINET Houston is a social/
support/educational group which.is open to bisexuals
and bi-friendly individuals. Due to our changed format
we no longer meet at MCCR church. Far more infor:
mation: 467-4380. It is best to call from 6-10 pm most

FINALLY.

Financial Strategies
and Solutions
For Our Community

Julie LaRue, LUTCF

=

£

The Acacia Financial
Center of Houston
713/888-3500

TUXEDO
CALLILY

Sales and Rentals

"Tis the season to look your
formal best.

/ Free vest and shoe rental
with designer tuxedo

‘-‘.Ey Rentals as low as $39.95
v Gay owned, of course!

1212 West 43rd @ Ella

| 688-3199 |
S ——— m——

e
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evenings; otherwise, leave a message, and a represen-
tative will return your call utilizing utmost discretion.

« Bluebonnet Young Democrats. As 2 member
of this lesbian/gay/gay-friendly group of young Demo-
crats in Texas, you will have 2 chance to make a great
impact. Possible projects for next year include trips to
Austin, community forums, & other fun activities. Voice
mail 632-9974 or pager 786-0493.

« The Chain Gang Cycling Club provides friendly
cycling opportunities for members & friends of the gay
& lesbian communities in metropolitan Houston. RSVP
required for the following activities: Dec. 1—meet @
Pacific St. side of Heaven, 10 am, 15-mile ride; Dec.
20—Holiday Party, 7 pm, call 863-1860 for details; Dec.
21—meet @ north side of Memorial Park soccer field,
11 am, 12-mile ride; Dec. Z8—meet @ Pacific St. side
of Heaven, 10 am, 15-mile ride. To join or for more
information: 863-1860.

« Females in Search of Trouble (FIST) is a social
group of women who explore the S/M, B/D, and fetish
lifestyle. Monthly meetings and social events. Write:
7534 Carew, Houston, TX 77074 or call 772-5826.

« Garden And Yard Society (GAY.S.) is a newly
formed gay gardening club for women and men. Bring
your gardening friends and supporting partners. For

more information: Regina @ 862-3922 or Vickie &

Clyde @ 661-6378.
« Gay & Lesbian Health Professionals meets
monthly, providing socials, speakers, networking, and
practitioner referral line. For information or a referral,
call 523-4700.
« Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Alliance at the Uni-
versity of Houston (GLOBAL) is a social, political,
and support group for the university GLB population
and its supporters. Everyone is welcome. The group
meets weekly on Wednesda'ys at 4 pm in the Univer-
sity Center. For more info: Brandy Meritt at 808-0752.
« Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston rehearses Thurs-
days. 7-10 pm @ Grace Lutheran Church, 2515
Waugh. Formal music training is not required, and sing-
ing & non-singing members are welcome. For info,
leave message @ 521-SING.
« Heartsong Women's Chorus rehearses monthly
at varying locations. New and former members wel-
come! Call 947-1488 for information.
« Houston Area Bears is a social organization for
“bears” (hirsute men) of all sizes and their admirers.
Their monthly social is held on the second Saturday of
each month at the Venture-N, 2923 S. Main, 8 pm, For
further info: The Grower Line, 867-9123.
« Houston Outdoor Group (HOG) is a social
group for gay men and lesbians who enjoy the out-
doors. Activities include camping, hiking, horseback
riding, canoeing, etc. Day trips, weekend trips (typically
a two- to four-hour drive from Houston) and ex-
tended trips to places such as Wyoming, Canada, and
the Cayman Islands. The general HOG monthly meet-
ing is held the 4th Thursday of every month, 7-9 pm.
at the Assistance Fund Bldg., 1116 Jackson Blvd, one
block north of Fairview, west of Montrose.
Call 526-7688 (KAMP OUT) or write to P.O. Box
980893, Houston, TX 77098. (HOG Holiday Party. Dec.
7 @ 3 pm. Call 526-7688 for info.)
« Lambda Rollerskating Club invites all ages to
join in the fun every Wednesday, 8-10 pm, @ Starlite
Skating Rink, 8075 Cook Rd. @ Beechnut. Admission
is $5 (+ $1.25 for skates). For info: 933-5818.
« Lesbian & Gay Potluck The Lesbian & Gay Uni-
tarian Universalists (LGUU) cordially invite you to bring
a dish and join them every 4th Friday of the month, 7
pm, First Unitarian Universalist Church, Crane Fireside
Room, 5200 Fannin. For more info: 526-5200.
« Lesbians in Business (LiB), a lesbian empower-

ment group, promotes lesbians, jobs and businesses.
3rd Friday of each month, 6:30 pm, Innova Bldg, 20
Greenway Plaza, 529-0077.
« Lone Star Nudist Group For gay or bisexual men
who wish to share nude expenences, Singles and lov-
ers welcome. Monthly meetings. Nude social events,
massage group, and out-of-town gatherings. Call 866-
8847 for more information.
« Minority & White Men Together (MWMT) is
a social club made up of black, brown, red, yellow, and
white men, We are committed to tearing down the
walls of racial misconceptions and stereotypes. Our
goal is to reach a better mutual understanding by forg-
ing new interracial refationships and friendships through
social and political activities. For more info & an invita-
tion to the next Sunday mixer; Michael at 867-9517.
« Prime Timers Houston promotes social activities
for the older gay and bisexual male. Some of the activi-
ties they participate in are theater, dining out, movies,
potluck dinners, card games, and weekend daytrips. For
more information, call 867-3903.
+ Rainbow Fishing Club. To get on the free mail-
ing list for the new fishing club for gays and lesbians, call
John @ 523-6381.
« Rainbow Riders is a bicycling club for womyn
which meets every Sunday morning. All womyn are
welcome regardless of ability and expenience. For fur-
ther information, call Cookie Davenport, 869-1686,
« Scriptwriters/Houston is a stage and screen
writer’s support and networking group. Meetings are
the 1st & 3rd Mondays of every month, 7:30 pm @
Jones Theatre at the University of St Thomas, Yoakum
@ Alabama. Free. For info: 707-5194 or 523-9291.
« Texas Gay Rodeo Association is a nonprofit
organization, with chapters in Austin. Dallas, Fort
\Worth, San Antonio, and Houston, that promotes and
stages an annual rodeo event as well as engaging in
fundraising activities throughout the year. For more in-
formation on the Houston chapter, write to P.O. Box
130585, Houston, TX 77219-0585 or call 777-1444.
« Texas Medical Center Lambda is an association
of bisexual, gay. lesbian, transgendered, & gay-friendly
faculty, staff, & students at the Texas Medical Center.
One community service or social event per month plus
meetings the second Monday of each month, 7:30 pm
@ Toopees, 1830 W. Alabama. Page for more infor-

mation: 284-7206.

« Houston Tennis Club, an affilate member of the
Gay and Lesbian Tennis Association, welcomes men
and women of all ages and skill levels. They meet
Wednesdays & Fridays from 7:30-9 pm & Sundays
from 9 am-12 noon at Memoarial Park Tennis Center.
To join, call 875-2891.

« Houston Women's Flag Football League
(HWFFL) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to cre-
ating opportuntties for women to play football. We are
looking for players, coaches, referees, cheerieaders, &
league/team sponsors. The league plays 4 games on
Saturdays from 9 am-1 pm @ Wilson Elementary
School on Fairview, between Mandell & Yupon. The
league shows the videctapes of the games on Sundays
@ 4 pm @ Ms. B's, located on Buffalo Speedway.
League play will continue through Feb. 1, 1997. For
info: 315-9368.

+ Houston Women's Softball League is a non-
profit organization for women who enjoy the spart of
softball. For more info, write to P.O. Box 70666, Hous-
ton, TX 77270 or call 721-6854.

« Team Houston for the Games, Inc. is a non-
profit organization to educate & inform ali people &
about gay/lesbian sports competitions & to encourags
participation in the Gay Games and Cuitural Festivals 3
The next Gay Games will take place in Amsterdam,
Aug. 1-8, 1998, For more info, write to Team Houston,,
P.O. Box 66405, Houston, TX 77266-6405 or call
935-1060. :

support broups

« AIDS Alliance of the Bay Area, support group
for those infected and affected, Tuesdays, 7-8:30 pm,;
17511 £ Camine Real, #159. For more info: 488-4492.2
« Astro Rainbow Alliance for the Deaf, general
meeting every 2nd Friday of the month, 7:30 pm. Mon-"
trose Clinic, 215 Westheimer, 869-2287 via Texas Re-
lay 1-800-735-2988.
« Crossroads is a support group for gays and lesbians
who are currently in full-time church work, have been
in the past, or are pursuing their calling. It is not
exclusively for pastors, but is open to chaplains,
administrators, musicians, or music-, youth-, and
educational-directors, Meets the third Saturday of each
month, and there are socials throughout the months
Call 681-9082 for dates, time, and place.
« Empowerment for Living, a weekly HIV-positivel
and -negative support program and potluck suppery
Tuesdays, 6 pm, MCCR, 1919 Decatur. For more
information, call 861-9149.
« Gay Fathers of Houston is a support group of gay.
men who meet every Monday, 8-9:30 pm at Graces
Lutheran Church, 2515 Waugh, to discuss problems
gay fathers share. For more information or directions,
«call B61-6181. 3
« Gay Male Survivors of Childhood Sexual
Abuse. Montrose Counseling Center is offering a thers
apy group designed to provice a safe environment for
men who share this type of experience to work toge
er to resolve the impacts of the trauma on everyday:
|ife. Services are provided on a sliding scale basis, and
insurance is accepted. Certain restrictions apply. For
further information: Shane Hennesey at 529-0037.
+ Gulf Coast Transgender Community meets
2nd Saturday of each month (cross dressing requiredj
Open discussion 1st & 3rd Thursday of each mont }
(cross dressing not required). P.O. Box 66643, Hous-
ton, TX 77266-6643, 780-4282.
« Houston Gay & Lesbian Parents (HGLP:
support group meets to discuss issues pertaining ta
today's gay families. If you have children or plan to have
children, this support group can help with issues like
coming out, ex-spouse problems, step relationship§
etc, Meets at MCCR library, 1919 Decatur, the second
Tuesday of every month, 7-8:30 pm. 284-4939. (Or
Saturday, December 7: HGLP Family Activity—Makii
Gingerbread Houses, 4-6 pm @ MCCR Fellowship Hall§
1919 Decatur,)
« Lambda Center A.A. 1201 W. Clay, Houston,
77019. For meeting times: 521-1243.
+ Living in Process Groups. Ongoing mixed gro
for men & women 3 Wednesday evenings per montd
Ongoing gay men’s group 3 Thursday evenings p€
month, Call Eric Mayo at Living in Process Southwes
for more info: 622-7250.
« Living With HIV Support Group. For anyo !
whose life is touched by HIV. Meetings included
relaxing meditation, information about communit
resources, and occasional speakers. The group meel
Thursdays from 7-9 pm in room 117 at Unity Chul d
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of Christianity, 2929 Unity Drive at Hillcroft. For further
info, call 782-4050. At the December 12 meeting, the
guest speaker will be Nelson Vergel on Wellness
Restoration (PoWeR—Program for Wellness Restoration).
« Male Survivors of Sexual Assault is a support
group designed to provide a safe, confidential
environment for men to talk about their experience
2nd their struggles in society around the issues of male
sexual assault. Call Diane Williams at the Houston
Area Women's Center, 528-6798, ext. 246, for more
info. All services are free of charge and confidential.
. Muscular Dystrophy Association, Houston/Gulf
Coast, provides monthly support groups for adults with
neummuscular diseases, for people with ALS (Lou Ge-
hrig's D|s§ase). for parents of MDA children, and Span-
ish-sgeaklng groups. For the most current info on these
ongoing groups, call the MDA office at 522-3941.
« Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians And
Gays (F'FLAG) Houston—general meeting with small
group drscyss:ons. 1st Sunday of each month, 2 pm, St.
Francis Episcopal Church, 345 Piney Point Rd. PFLAG
Houston Helpline: 867-9020.
« Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbi
Gays (PFLAG) Galveston County——3stb;:::iaAyn:‘
each month, 2 pm, @ The Health Merchant, 27th &
Broadway, 409/744-3200 or janettexas@aol.com.
+ PROTECT (People Respecting Ourselves Through
Establishing Community and Trust), an HIV-negative
suppqrt group, provides a safe place to share
experle:‘clss. stre;"ngth;. and hopes in an effort to
remain negative. Tuesdays, 7-8:30 i
Cherch. 1440 Harold. For info:yMarty at 55(')7.1%573&'"8
*» Support, Equality, and Awareness, at Shell
(SEAShell) is a Gay & Lesbian Employees Group whose
mission is to provide support for members & co-
workers, promote equality for employees regardless of
sexual orientation, and create awareness in

m(a;agement of issues & concerns affecting people in

a diverse workplace, For info:

i 544_7%(33, info: Robert @ 544-4246 or
* Tau Chi Chapter of Tri Ess is 2 local support
group for heterosexual male crossdressers and their
wives or partners, For info: Brandi at 409/856-6759
. Texa; Association for Transsexual Suppov.'t
(T, ATS) s a peer support group devoted to serving the
emotional, social, & educational needs of
tr.ansgendered persons, their partners, families, &
friends. For more info, call 827-5913 or write to TA.TS
P.O. Box 142, Bellaire, TX 77401, <
* Texas Commerce Bank’s Diversity P.R.I.D.E.
Team welcomes you to be a part of equality.
P._R.I.D.E. stands for People Recognizing Individual
D:ﬂ'eref»ces Equally and is a gay & lesbian diversity team

to provnde support & direction by tuming equality into
reahty.» Our mission statement reads: “To support the
inclusion of gay & lesbian individuals as vaf.uf‘d
employees of Texas Commerce Bank. We will wcrk‘IO
create an awareness within the organization &
communlty—building opportunity & self-esteem-

which will lead to equality." Meets every 3rd

Wednesday of the month, 5:30 pm. For info: Harold

Shultz @ 216-6740 or Richard Bielec @ 655-5423

. Wo'men's Network is a support group for lesbian

and bisexual women, 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each

month, 7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling Center, 701

Richmond, 529-0037.

. 20. Somethipg is a canng, informative, social com-
munity for Ies-bl-g_aly persons and their friends meeting
in a safe and positive atmosphere to share, to learn

;_md to.buﬁd friendships with sach other, For more in-
ormation, contact Carrie, Julie, Da !

at 3156786 (voice mal), A
. just»For Us (JFU) is a social and support group for
youth in the 6th through 12th grades who have gay or
lesbian parents. Sponsored by Houston Gay and Les-
bian Parents. 284-4939. (On Saturday, Dec. 14: Holida

in the Park at AstroWorld, For more info: 284-4939) ;
* Houston Area Teen Coalition of
Homosexuals (HATCH) s open to gays and
lesbians, age 15-21. Meets Friczys from 7:30-10 pm &

Sundays from 6:30-9 pm. Call $42-7002 for location

Wish Lisls &
Volunteers Needed

e

* AIDS Foundation Houston, Inc. (AFH) relies on
volunteers to help meet the needs of its more than
3,000 clients. Choose from cver 20 different volunteer
programs, working days, evenings, weekdays, week-
ends, on the front lines, or behind the scenes. You'll
join a talented pool of over 600 volunteers working in
art therapy, the buddy program, the Stone Soup gar-
den, helper, or pantry programs, hospital visitation, in-
forma‘!iow & referral, and numerous other progra.ms
Whether you can commit to 4 hours a2 month or 46
hours a week, AFH needs your time & talent. Call the
volunteer department @ 623-6796 or use the world-
wide YVEb @ http:iwww aidshelp.org.
. As;nstHers tries to help women live as normally as
possible while coping with a life-threatening or de-
Continued on page 74

A Community
A Church
A Pastor

%wz‘wz,

CC of the Resurrection
invites you to a commu-
nity event. The dedica-
tion of Rev. Dwayne
Johnson's ministry and

our bold future toge-
ther.

Dedication Ceremony
Sunday, December 8,
1996 at 5:00 PM
in the MCCR Sanctuary

y

Kroger On Montrose

Serving our community since 1977

Fresh party trays and orders to go
Gourmet meats and cheeses

Arrangen'_lents custom-made for any occasion
Floral deliveries nationwide

Call 1-800-4-KROGER for delivery

Y For all your medication needs

- Competitive prices

Ovc.r 150 different insurance plans honored and
private billings for many others if you qualify

Micl

Metxopolitan C’ommunuy Churck offfg Resurreation

526-
1919 Diecatus T Houston, T 77007 £61-9740 g

3300 Montrose Boulevard

- Kroger —Where It Costs Less To Get More

Rx 526-1239
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WE ARE EVERYWHERE

1. BlackTie Boys: Clay Brooks & Scott Sims at the
Black Tie Dinner.

2. Dynamic Duo: Reyna Moore & Sandy Leifeste
at the Black Tie Dinner.

3. Texas Triangle: Houston Ballet’s Andrew
Edmonson & the Houston Voice’s Matthew
Pennington at the Texas Triangle’s community
meeting.

4. Award Winner: Representing OutSmart, Laura
Hudman accepts a John Kellett Foundation Award
from John Kellett. The award for “Community
Outreach to Youth” was in response to last
January’s issue of QutSmart which focused on gay
youth.

5. At Work: Corporate Network Group (CNG)
members Alan Eyler, Stacy Tzapares, Harold
Schultz, Kerry Gosler, Robert Bliss, Richard
Bielec, & Rick Schroeder at Baba Yega’s.

6. Out Youth: Lara Smith (20 Something), Glenn
Levy (Rice PRIDE), and Scott Chalupa (HATCH)
present a panel about gay youth to state social
workers.

7. Fabulous Evening: Penny Johnson, Erin
Frederick, Missy Myatt, & live auctioneer Sydney
Seaward at the Black Tie Dinner.

8. On the Air: KPFT's Gay & Lesbian Voices
staffers Joan Devlin, Mark Sikes, Clyde
Johnstone, & Glenn Holt.

9. Social Workers: Evelyn Champion, Sue Long,
Beleyne, & Travis Peterson at the National Assoc.
of Social Workers state convention.

10. Lesbian Live: Gay parenting postergirl Melissa
Etheridge rocks the Houston Summit.

O tSrmart

Snowy slopes and
roaring fireplaces may
riot be on your mind
when it’s 82 degrees
outside, but that’s life
in the torturous tropics.

All the more reason to

get-out of town and

e U experience real winter.
Gay ski weeks are among

the most popular gay

HIKE BAPEON

and lesbian travel events.

""" 9 y SKi Sprees

CHILLING CHOICES FOR WINTER TRAVEL

by Sandra Wilkins
ASPEN, COLORADO ¢ January 25-February 1 women-only events, including an opening party at Club
(Aspen Gay Ski Week) Freedom.
' Celebrating its 20th anniversary, Aspen Gay Ski Week Aspen boasts great galleries, shops, and restaurants.
Is the granddaddy of these events. The spectacular 1997 If you enjoy people watching, you'll be in paradise. Film
lineup is expected to draw over 5,000 vacationers. There buffs may want to take advantage of the local gay film
are so many special events and parties on tap it will be festival.
hard to find time to ski. One of the nicest things about .- Aspen is a great place to learn to ski or improve your
Aspen’s week is activities that will appeal to both men abilities. Every day during Gay Ski Week, the Aspen Ski
and women. Lesbians will be happy to know that Kristin Schools at the various mountains will offer exclusively gay
Peck and Mariah Hanson of Club Skirts and the Palm classes at all levels of ability. The new rave, snow board-
Spring’s Dinah Shore Weekend have planned several ing, is a big hit at Aspen. A special three-day program will
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guarantee you'll learn to board. All this for around $150
total. If you don’t ski, but want to play on the mountains,
spend a day on a snowmobile for around $100.

It makes sense to plan early for this one, and try to fly
directly into Aspen if at all possible. There’s no need for a
car once you're situated. Shuttles abound for transporta-
tion to the several ski areas. Aspen itself is completely ac-
cessible on foot. Packages start around $980 per person.
They include seven nights hotel accommodations in down-

+
- Maranatéa

FELLOWSHIP

Metropolitan Community Church

P.O. BOX 667032 » HOUSTON, TEXAS 77266-7032

Bible Study ............ Sunday 10 AM
Worship Service......... Sunday 11 AM

Nursery Provided

For more information,

call Reverend Janet Parker at 528-67586.

An intensive, th reg-day workshop for couples to acquire the
tools necessary for transforming their relationship into that
of their dreams, as well as be a model for their friends and
children by creating a healing non-wounding partnership.

GETTING THE

LOVE
YOU WANT"

A WORKSHOP
FOR LESBIAN & GAY COUPLES
Developed by Harville Hendrix, Ph.D.
PRESENTED BY
PATRIEK J. VACHON, LMSW-ACP

Certified IMAGO Relationship Therapist™
IMAGO Workshop Presenter™

“I witness on a daily basis couples recommitting themselves
to a future together that is safe, passionate and healing.
You are invited to join with them and myself on this journey.”

1997 DATES

FEB 14-16 - MAY 16-18 - AUG 15-17 - NOV 7-9
REGISTER EARLY - ENROLLMENT LIMITED

PLEASE CALL 713: 529-1913 EXT. 4
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town Aspen, six days ski-lift tickets, and discounts on ski
rentals. You'll also get an exclusive and valuable “Event
Pass” for entrance into the parties and venues. Airfare to
Aspen is currently $323 or so, but if you wait to book, the
fares will soar as seats become less available.

MONTANA e January 11-18, February 22-March 1,
March 15-22 (Big Sky)

The folks organizing the Montana downhill weeks
have reserved accommodations at Red Lodge, a turn-of-
the-century mining town. From there, they move on to
Chico Hot Springs midweek, and culminate at Big Sky.
Montana skiing is legendary. You won't find crowded
slopes, and it’s quite a different experience from the re-
sort mentality. Their package is priced at $1,475 and in-
cludes all lodging, ground transportation, lift tickets,
most meals, and 24-hour guides. Airfare to Billings is ad-
ditional, around $388 at present.

THE FRENCH ALPS ¢ January 18-25 (Club
Hommes)

Back in the *70s, when I lived in London, I spent an
entire Christmas week skiing the Alps in Alpbach, Aus-
tria. Talk about a fairy-tale holiday: picture-perfect Al-
pine village, sleeping under goose down comforters, and
midnight mass on Christmas Eve. The tiny 14th-century
Catholic church was lit with hundreds of candles held by
the congregation. It was a romantic week of sleigh rides,
mountains, and ski runs that defied my imagination at
the time. It was not however - “gay,” but then it was over
20 years ago. The Club Hommes package is for gay men
only, limited to 100 participants. It’s reasonably priced at
$1,049 for seven nights, which includes accommodations
at Club Med Les Arcs and all meals. Air from Miami or
New York is an additional $650.

WHISTLER, CANADA ¢ February 2-9 (Altitude '97)
Last year, I visited Whistler, a stunning village 80
miles north of Vancouver. The U.S. dollar is still holding
strong against the Canadian dollar, which makes out-of-

pocket expenses like food and drink 30-percent cheaper.
Add to this the beauty and cleanliness and friendly folks
in Canada, and this is a great vacation choice. The Whis-
tler area of British Columbia shares almost exactly the
same flora, fauna, and topography as the European Alps.
With a wonderful variety of ski runs, it’s a great place for
beginners and experienced ski buffs alike.

The planners for the Altitude '97 Whistler experience
have great events lined up for the whole week. Their ba-
sic package starts at $939 per person, double occupancy.
It also includes round-trip transfers from Vancouver to
Whistler, seven nights studio condo accommodations, and
five days dual mountain lift tickets. Air from Houston to
Vancouver is additional, currently around $334.

Sandra Wilkins is owner and president of The Travel
Partnership , Inc. For further information, call
713/526-4471.

BRAVO
KEY&LOCK

Master Keying at Fair Prices

Autos * Commercial * Residential

523-KEYS - 522-1615
(5397)

1612 Westheimer at Mandell

A Proud Supporter of the Gay & Leshian Community
pp

HOne O}E the best
inner-heautq 9pecia|i§t9
in Amewica.”
_Self Magazine, Janvary 1996

__ssentia

Massge . Clinic'
& Spa

* Deep Tissue <« Aromatherapy ¢ Polarity

* Swedish Baths * Seaweed Wraps
* Reflexology * Aromatic * Gift Certificates
Facials
3100 Qlcﬁmorual Avem_»e . Suute 204 Houcton. TX 77008
7I5—Q4’2-OQ?3

http://www.OutSmartMagazine.com

betsmart...Jutsmar

; Your Holiday Pa
~ Should Be Festive
By George!

Catering By George

- will accommodate your every nee
to help make your holiday party
~ amerry, memnorable occasion! |
W prepare innovative menus
~ and festive presentations design
. to complement your unique tz

- For ease and convenience,
~ provide professional service
~ floral arrangements, rental equi
. props, invitations and
~ travel arrangemen

o B Our :’é,:xperienced, full-service
~ party planning staff will assist y
~_in every way to make yo

~ easyandenjoya

o ;',be::ﬁour holiday

 906NORT
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“Give the Perfect Glﬁs
this, oliday Season:
Your Portrails

Gift Cerfificates Avulluble)

AP

Galniel T.
PHOTOGRAPHY

. Greative “Portraits
. Holy “Unions

. Commercial

(713)582 7779

3311 Richmond, Ste. 315
(Between Kirby & Buffalo Speedway)

By Appointment
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Outlasting HIV

Nutritional Supplementation

by Roy Oakes

“INJutrients can reduce or eliminate

or contribute to eliminating many symptoms

[of HIV disease].”

hile a good diet goes a long
way toward improving your
body’s immune function,

HIV-positive individuals must also
undertake the arduous task of
exploring dietary supplementation.
It’s a daunting, but necessary, step
and an important component of good
nutrition.

Taking one multiple vitamin/min-
eral pill daily is not enough for the
HIV positive, nor is taking the FDA’s
recommended dosages. I started my
program of supplementation in 1988
after reading Dr. Laurence Badgley’s
Healing AIDS Naturally. My program
included the “ace” vitamins A (as beta-
carotene), C, and E; a B-complex; the
minerals zine, germanium, and sele-
nium; plus coenzyme Q10, digestive
enzymes, evening primrose oil, leci-
thin, spirulina, ginseng, and garlic
extract. I learned to listen to my body,
learned to let it tell me if I was doing
the right thing. Not very scientific,
but very telling in the long run. I
figured that if my CD4 counts in-
creased or stabilized, if I remained
well or had only minor ailments, if I
felt more energetic, then my program
was working. I also started a regimen
of Chinese herbs and other body-re-
lated work, which I will discuss more
fully in a future article. After six
months on this program, my CD4
count rose from around 90 to over
690. I knew I was on the right track
and maintained the regime with mi-
nor variations for a number of years.

Lark Lands, M.S., Ph.D.

When my lover James became ill, I
didn’t stay current with new develop-
ments in alternative therapies. I even
stopped taking supplements for long
periods of time and did little to allevi-
ate the stress in my life. It was a con-
fusing and challenging time, and I
questioned my desire to continue liv-
ing. After James’ death, the extent of
the toll on my immune system became
clear when
my CD4
count
dropped be-
low 190 in
the summer
of 1995. 1
knew that it
was time to
reexamine
my protocol.

I found
that the land-
scape of HIV and nutritional supple-
mentation had grown immensely,
although you still have to dig to find
information. The biggest change I've
noted is the wealth of scientifically
supported information available now.
I've turned to three sources of infor-
mation to help me determine the new
course for my program.

Roy Oakes

Dr. Philip Whitley:

Biological Medicine

In Santa Fe, I work with Dr. Philip
Whitley, a chiropractor who also
practices a health-care modality
called biological medicine. The

system was developed in France and
incorporates the principles of Claude
Bernard Beauchamp, a nemesis of
Louis Pasteur in the late 1800s.
Where Beauchamp advocated
strengthening the body terrain,
Pasteur promoted fighting germs
after they were inside the body—
which is the fundamental principle of
“modern” medicine. It’s said that
Pasteur, on his deathbed, admitted
that his system was flawed and that
strengthening the body was the
better way. By that time, however,
the concept of eradicating disease
after it was present in the body had
taken hold.

Using a computer to measure
various factors in blood, urine, and
saliva samples, my biological-medi-
cine doctor determined how well my
body processed nutrients, among
other things. He developed a supple-
mentation program to increase the
efficiency of processing. In addition to
nutrients, I take glandulars, antibac-
terial and antifungal products spe-
cific to my needs. Periodic retesting
determines progress and changes to
the protocol. This takes part of the
guesswork out of what my body
needs, and I do feel better. To comple-
ment this modality, I've found two
other sources of information dealing
more specifically with how HIV af-
fects the body and what people with
HIV need. They are Dr. Lark Lands
of Colorado and the Direct AIDS Al-
ternative Information Resource
(DAAIR) of New York City.

Dr. Lark Lands: Core Nutrients
I first heard Dr. Lands speak last
April. She is a health educator and

consultant who worked six years as a
research scientist in Washington,
D.C. Combining this skill with her
personal interest in HIV, she has
helped thousands of HIV-positive
people develop integrated health-care
programs incorporating conventional
and complementary therapies.
Fundamental to her protocol is a core
list of nutrients beneficial to all
people with HIV.

Research has shown that HIV
and the drugs used to treat HIV and
opportunistic infections deplete
many nutrients from the body. Dr.
Lands’ core list includes a
bioavailable multiple vitamin/min-
eral; vitamins C (as ascorbic acid), A
(as beta-carotene), B12, and E; and
an antioxidant formula to help con-
trol free radicals, acidophilus
(friendly bacteria), alpha-lipoic acid,
coenzyme Q10, essential fatty acids,
glutamine, N-acetyl-cysteine (NAC),
selenium, and zinc. This list and the
supporting research are described in
detail in her forthcoming book, Posi-
tively Well: Living With HIV as a
Chronic, Manageable, Survivable
Disease. The book can be ordered by
calling 800/542-8102.

Dr. Lands offers telephone consul-
tations to create or fine-tune a proto-
col specific to your needs for a fee of
about $100. Her recommendations
are based on your medical history,
current problems, a list of all conven-
tional and complementary or alterna-
tive therapies you’re taking, and the
results of recent blood work. She can
be reached at 303/569-0194, Monday
through Friday, between 3 and 6
p-m., Houston time. It’s well worth
the cost to help make sense of the
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overwhelming amount of information
available.

DAAIR

Earlier this year, a friend sent me an
impressive packet of information
from DAAIR containing fact sheets
on nutritional supplementation,
news articles, and an application to
join. DAAIR is part members-only
buyers club, part information
resource. They also fund research for
many of the products they sell with
an eye to their use in managing HIV.
Recently I was in New York and had
the opportunity to meet with Fred
Bingham, founder of DAAIR and
long-term survivor of HIV/AIDS.
Membership gives access to the
buyers club and includes a product
catalog and a book called
Comprehensive Goals for Managing
HIV Infection, both over 125 pages.
Periodic updates are also sent to
members. This is the best resource
I've found for comprehensive
coverage of the latest scientific
information about alternative
treatments and HIV. In addition,

a 1,500-page alternative treatment
literature Web site is available at
http://www.immunet.org/daair.

The sample fact sheets Fred
shared with me are quite extensive.
Each describes a specific nutrient
and how it works, gives data on defi-
ciencies noted in studies of HIV-posi-
tive individuals, provides any known
toxicity, suggests the best forms in
which to take the nutrient, and how
it should be taken. The comprehen-
sive goals advocate a well-rounded,
integrated approach to managing

HIV by strengthening the immune
system and increasing the body’s
ability not only to absorb nutrients
but to counteract the toxic effects of
many HIV/AIDS drugs and increase
their efficacy.

Doing the Work

In addition to being willing to do the
work it takes to learn about your
body and the nutrients it needs, it is
important to remain open to the con-
stantly changing landscape of under-
standing HIV. Because both the
information and my body keep
changing, I hesitate sharing my ex-
act protocol. The key to finding the
right nutritional supplementation is
a willingness to do the work again
and again. Learn to turn the daunt-
ing into the empowering. Claiming
our right to health is a big commit-
ment. Because HIV is a wily virus, it
is of the utmost importance that you
discuss any changes or additions to
your program with your physician or
health-care providers. I encourage
all HIV-positive individuals to seek
out a physician who is either knowl-
edgeable about nutritional supple-
mentation or, at the very least, is
willing to work with you in your
search. Remember whose body it is
and whose health you are dealing
with. Don’t be afraid to take the
plunge and do your utmost to
strengthen your body.

Former Houstonian Roy Oakes lives in
Taos, New Mexico, where he is pursuing
a writing career. He has been living
positively with HIV for over 13 years.
Comments can be sent to his e-mail
address: oakesr@laplaza.org.
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Holiday

by Tim Brookover
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Schwartz and West share custody of Gertrude with a friend. She com-
mutes between households.

Ray West (seated) and David Schwartz celebrate both Christmas and Hanukah
in their home inWillow Meadows.The gold columns crafted by the couple were
once stage props in a Miss Camp America pageant.The holiday decorations in
the clean-lined family room,above, include a pine garland woven with ornaments
and Gertrude the mannequin in her holiday finery.




uring December, Gertrude, a statuesque

department-store mannequin, presides over

Ray West and David Schwartz’s home like

the spirit of Christmas camp. Drop-dead

fabulous in her red frock and supermodel
hateur, Gertrude is the embodiment of her caretakers’
exuberant holiday mood. These two men obviously revel
in the season’s sparkle and festivities—and the more
festive, the better. Dedicated readers of this magazine
will, in fact, remember Ray as the cover boy on last
year’s December issue, for which he wore stacks of
colorful wrapped packages on his head, a la Carmen
Miranda, and flashy tree baubles dangling from his
earlobes.

Soon after Thanksgiving each year, the decorations
go up in their home in Willow Meadows: pine garlands
hung with glass ornaments and toys, banks of red poin-
settias, a tree draped in twinkle lights, mounds of gift
boxes in gleaming metallic wrap, cunning holiday garb
on West’s prized collection of Barbies. In a prominent
place in the living room sits a delicately painted, con-
temporary ceramic menorah, evidence that two faiths
dwell in this house (“I'm an equal-opportunity gift re-
ceiver,” Schwartz quips). On each of the eight evenings
of Hanukah, Schwartz and West light one of the blue
tapers, and on one of the holy nights Schwartz, who is
the cook in the family, makes a batch of traditional po-
tato latkes. This year, though, for the first time, the
couple will travel to Kansas City to observe part of the

holiday with Schwartz’s family. For Christmas, they will
then return home to celebrate with West’s mother and
father, his brother and sister-in-law, and their young
children. The household is completed by Skeeter, a
Lhasa Apso marking a first birthday this month, a
whippet named Andy, and assorted tropical birds.

During the season, the couple visit

hospital patients. “That’s the most
rewarding thing we do at
Christmas,” West says.

SR

“We're planning a very family-oriented holiday this
year,” West says. Their idea of family extends beyond
the relatives. Every year, West and Schwartz take holi-
day gift bags filled with treats and little necessities—
from toiletry items to socks—to AIDS patients in local
hospitals as part of the annual program organized by
Body Positive Houston. They also visit with patients at
Casa, A Special Hospital. “That’s really the most re-
warding thing we do at Christmas,” West says. “We get
so much back from it.”

Like family, the community holds an important place
in West and Schwartz’s lives. West has served as presi-
dent of the People With AIDS Coalition of Houston since
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August 1995. Joking that a
West presidency makes him
“first spouse,” Schwartz, a sys-
tems analyst for corporate cli-
ents, says his involvement
stems from West’s enthusiasm
for charitable work. They are
also active in the Miss Camp
America pageant and
fundraiser and Outrage, the
social group that raises money for AIDS organizations.
In October, they joined the Houston contingent to help
unfold the NAMES Project quilt on the Mall in Wash-
ington, D.C. “It was the first time I saw the whole quilt
on the Mall,” West says. “It was overwhelming.”
Schwartz adds, “We got to meet so many wonderful
people that weekend.”

“Pm

receiver,” Schwartz quips.

an equal-opportunity gift

West and Schwartz, a couple for three years, sur-
round themselves with friends. Impromptu parties for
20 and often more are not unusual. Many of these usu-
ally lively events become traditions, like the First An-
nual Joan Crawfish Boil. For a recent excursion to San
Antonio to celebrate West’s birthday, they hired a bus
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to transport their guests, including Gertrude, who be-
came a popular subject for tourist cameras in the
Alamo City. Among West and Schwartz’s chums,
though, their most legendary gatherings take place on
Thanksgiving. Each holiday receives a theme, and not
one inspired by either Currier and Ives or Norman
Rockwell. Past years have seen Tropical Thanksgiving,
the Japanese Thanksgiving, and the Liberace Thanks-
giving, certainly a tribute to an American as unlike a
Pilgrim as you can get. This November was Disco
Thanksgiving (“Stayin’ alive, stayin’ alive,” West
croons the grateful tune of the day). Unlike the turkey
days in more conventional homes across the country, in
this house a mirrored ball twirled from the ceiling, and
a soundtrack worthy of the Copa in its heyday
thumped through the rooms. As she does every year,
Gertrude stood in the family room, a mute yet glamor-
ous muse for two men who so rejoice in the holidays.
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Christmas Cocktails

Lounging Up Your Holiday Open House

by Kyle Young

don their best gay apparel—polyester suits and

gold mini-dresses. Turn your dreary annual
holiday open house into
something with a bit more
spice. Music sets the mood for
a party, and vintage '50s and
'60s “lounge” music is all the
rage. As part of their Ultra--
Lounge series, Capitol
Records has just released
Christmas Cocktails. The CD
features the slinky, sultry
sounds of re-issued bachelor
pad holiday tunes.

You’ll have to break out the limbo bar for Billy May’s
“Rudolph, The Red-Nosed Reindeer Mambo.” Ray
Anthony’s “Christmas Trumpets” will bring visions of the
Tijuana Brass in go-go boots. After Jimmy McGriff’s sul-

Break out the martini glasses and ask your guests to
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For information
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call 713/522-0990.

LSandru studied with world-renown Feng Shui authority Master Lin Yun. J
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try organ on “Santa Claus Is Coming to Town,” you'll ex-
pect to see Santa and the elves decked out in smoking

jackets, puffing on Cohibas.

With 72 minutes of holiday cheer, Christmas Cocktails
will carry your party from Nat King Cole and Dean Mar-
tin to Peggy Lee and Nancy Wilson. Digitally remastered
from their original tape sources, these holiday grooves
offer a crystal clear vibe.

Also, check out the “Lounge” sections at Cactus Music
or Soundwaves. With CDs like Mondo Exotica and Bach-
elor Pad Royale, you'll find numerous titles to round out
the music selection for your get-together.

Christmas Cocktails For Your Lounge Party

Hot Toddy

1 teaspoon Sugar

Small piece of Cinnamon

Slice of Lemon garnished with Cloves

11/2 ounce Rye or Brandy

Boiling Water
Place a spoon in an Old-Fashioned glass, put in sugar and dissolve it
with a little hot water. Add the cinnamon, lemon, and whisky and fill
the glass nearly full with piping hot water. Stir gently. Grate a little
nutmeg on top and serve.

Hot Tom & Jerry

For two 6-ounce servings:

1 Egg, separated

2 ounces gold Label Rum

1 ounce Brandy or Whiskey

2 teaspoons Sugar

6 ounces Hot Milk
Beat egg yolk, adding sugar. Stir in liquor, then egg white, well beaten.
Pour into glasses or mugs, adding hot milk. Sprinkle with grated nut-

meg.

We hope you will enjoy “OutSmart at Home,” our new design
and lifestyle section. Drop us a line if you have an idea for
something you would like to see in future issues.
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Avoiding Financial or Legal
Confusion After a Death

an Extra Burden for Your Partner

rganizing your financial and
legal documents in case of
your death isn’t as morbid as

it sounds. In fact, it can help prevent
confusion for lovers, surviving rela-
tives, and friends if an expected or
unexpected death occurs. Here are
some answers to commonly asked
questions —

My partner and I have wills.
What else should we do to ensure
our wishes are followed if we
both die?

Make sure someone besides your sig-
nificant other knows your burial pref-
erences and the location of all
important documents—wills, insur-
ance policies, and investment plans.
Also, provide them with a list naming
your accountant, lawyer, and finan-
cial adviser. Easy access is vital, so
carefully plan where the documents
are stored. A safe deposit box may be
ideal. i

How can I be sure my wishes will
be carried out if I become inca-
pacitated?

Choose a person you trust—a part-
ner, close friend, or relative—and
give them a durable power of attor-

0 Custom Draperies
& Window Treatments

0 Wall Treatments...
Fabric & Paint

by Susan Black

Early Organization Prevent

by Bill Gree

ney. This enables the designated

person to make decisions on your
behalf. Keep in mind, some banks
and broker-
age firms
may require
you to fill out
separate
forms. Also,
draft a living
will, which
states your
wishes re-
garding life
support in
case you are
unable to make medical decisions
for yourself.

How important is a will if my

family knows how I want my as-
sets distributed?

It is extremely important. Among
other things, a will specifies how

you want your assets distributed. If
you have minor children, who do
you want to care for them? If you
die without a will, the state decides
who receives your assets and in
what amounts—regardless of what
you may have told your family.

Bill Green

Q FREE Consultation
0 Experienced
0 References
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Families don’t always follow your
wishes. If you own assets with your
artner, it is absolutely imperative
that both have a will to protect each
other’s interests.
Are there other documents be-
sides a will that are important to
check periodically?
There are several. Each year you
should review insurance policies, in-
vestment plans, and any other docu-
ments naming beneficiaries to see if
changes are needed. Make sure some-
one else besides your partner knows
where these documents are located in
case you both become incapacitated.
You also should evaluate your life in-
surance policies to make sure the
amount is adequate and verify prop-
erty ownership and titling.

“If you own assets with
your partner, it is
absolutely imperative
that you both have a
will to protect each
other’s interests.”

I'm worried that my family might
have to pay high estate taxes af-
ter my death. What should I do?
Since we are not protected by state or
federal laws regarding surviving
spouses, I cannot stress enough the
importance of proper estate planning
for gays and lesbians. First, estimate
your estate taxes. The first $600,000
of assets owned per person isn’t
taxed by the federal government.
Generally, your life insurance pro-
ceeds will be added to your other as-
sets in arriving at your taxable
estate. If you need help, a profes-
sional financial adviser can assist in
determining the amount your estate
will be taxed. There are several steps
you can take now to lower your es-
tate taxes, such as establishing
trusts or giving monetary gifts.

William L. Green, CPA, is a certified
financial planner with Green/ White
Advisors. Send your financial questions to
Bill ¢/o OutSmart or call 713/869-1144.
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Vitamin E 100 gels $6.47
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Houston, Tx 77219

SPV :.’542.‘\96 (plus tax) |
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First Impressions

Your company logo, brochures, business cards, magazine ads, and
newsletters are frequently the first impressions of your business.
At UP&OUT, we'll work with you in creating just the image you want.

For creative & cost-effective graphic design solutions, call 520-7237.

2
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calendar-Yolunteers/continued from page 59

pilitating iliness. Volunteers are trained & supervised in
the provision of direct care such as emotional support,
meal preparation, shopping, hospital & home visits, pet
care, plant & lawn maintenance, transportation, & other
assistance. Volunteers work as members of a Care
Team, which is assigned one client, so it is realistic to
expect 2 visits/week from volunteers, 552-9445.

« AVES (Amigos Volunteers in Education & Services)
volunteer wish list: 1) fluent, or at least functional, in
English & Spanish; 2) comfortable discussing sexual
matters with total strangers; 3) comfortable with vari-
ous ethnic & sexual cultures; 4) able and willing to
commit at least two hours a week: 5) able to staff the
hotline during office hours; & 6) willing to make a long-
term (at least six months) commitment. 4126 South-
west Frwy, Ste. 1717, 626-2837 or 1-800-981-2837.

« Camp Hope, for children living with HIV/AIDS,
needs sleeping bags, snacks, suntan lotions, insect repel-
lents. toiletries, minor medical equipment (e.g. ther-
mometer), toilet paper, toiletry kits, camper duffel bags,
bed linen, fruit juices, soft drinks, and so forth, For more
info: Mecie Hardin or Mike Mizwa, 623-6796.

+ Casa de Esperanza needs clothes, sizes birth to
14; shoes; socks & underwear; children’s videos; diapers
and diaper wipes; food; art supplies; and toys for the
shelter that serves abused and HIV-infected children.
P.O. Box 66581, Houston 77266-6581, 529-0639.

« Child Advocates needs volunteers to help serve
the nearly 3,800 children in Harris County who are in
foster care because of severe, life-threatening, soul-
threatening abuse. To help get these children into
homes that are safe, loving, & permanent: 529-1396.

« Crisis Intervention of Houston needs volun-
teers for 24-hour c¢risis-intervention & suicide-preven-
1ion hotline that requires 53 hours of training & a
commitment of 4 hours a week; cash contributions for
hotline & counseling programs. P.O. Box 130866,
Houston 77219, 527-9864.

+ Gay & Lesbian Switchboard Houston (GLSH)
is a nonprofit all-volunteer organization offering the
community information & referrals to businesses, legal
and medical professionals, and a variety of
organizations. It also provides information on HIV/
AIDS, coming out, etc. P.O. Box 66496, Houston, TX
77266-6469, 529-3211. GLSH also operates the Hate
Crimes Hotline, 529-9615.

* The Homeless Pet Placement League is 2
nonprofit animal welfare organization that rescues &
rehabilitates stray & abandoned cats & dogs. To inquire
about volunteering, foster care, or adopting: 862-PETS
* Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI) works to improve
the health of lesbians and bisexuat women in the Hous-
ton area. Volunteers needed to help with computer
work, fundraising, direct healthcare services, organizing
projects, phone trees, and publicity/advertising, For
more info; 526-7828.

* Milam House, a residential center for people living
with HIV/AIDS, is in need of sincere individuals to of-
fer friendship and support. In the safe, comfortable

setting of Milam House, volunteers and staff strive to

address residents’ physical, emotional, and spiritual
needs. As a home for people who are moderately ill
and no longer able to provide housing for themselves,
Milam House provides a safety net of assistance when
needed. Most of our volunteers prefer one-on-one
work with the residents—Iike lending a helping hand,
a listening ear, and a companionship to count on. How-
ever, some volunteers provide clerical and general of-
fice assistance as well as planning and execution of
fundraising events. For more info, call 520-9248 or e-
mail ahhvintr@neosoft.com. You can also visit at http/
Iww.neosoft.com/~ahhstafffMilamHouse/

« Montrose Clinic/Houston Clinical Research
Network is a community-based, nonprofit agency
that provides low- or no-cost health, social, educa-
tiona!, and research services; specializes in treatment of
sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS care.
Needed: cash gifts for indigent-patient care and capi-
tal campaign; volunteer time from general and specialty
physicians or lay persons interested in HIV counseling
and office support. 215 Westheimer, 520-2000.

« Montrose Counseling Center needs office
furniture and equipment and interested citizens to
serve on boards of this mental-health facility, which has
HIV, substance-abuse, and general counseling
programs. 701 Richmond, 529-0037.

* Omega House is a hospice for AIDS patients.
Needed: volunteers! Also: foam eggshell mattress pads
(twin-size), adult diapers, chlorine bleach, laundry
detergent; basic, new wall-mountable cordless phones;
cigarette lighters; knives; wash cloths; plastic spatulas &
serving utensils; musicians to play for residents; general
office supplies, 602 Branard, 523-7110.

* Q-Patrol is dedicated to the prevention of hate
crimes against gays and lesbians, patrols the bar areas
in Montrose, and is always looking for volunteers. If you
have at least one Friday or Saturday night per month,
call 528-SAFE (7233).

* Rape Crisis Program Volunteers are needed in
the rape crisis program of the Houston Area Women'’s
Center. Volunteers answer hotline calls, counsel survi-
vors in hospitals and at the center, and help with cleri-
cal support. The Women's Center offers extensive
training for volunteers who work with survivors of
sexual assauit. For more info, call 528-6798, ext. 273.
* Second Chance Pets is a nonprofit organization
that helps stray, abandoned, & unwanted animas find
permanent homes. We provide medical care & an
adoption site for the animals. The animals live in foster
homes during the week. We need foster homes
(especially for cats), volunteers for adoption days.
publicity & fundraising, and adoptive homes for our
many wonderful animals. For info: 286-3535.

* Steven’s House provides intermediate care in a
homelike environment for people living with HIV/AIDS.
Needed: linens, pillows, personal-hygiene products,
paper products, cleaning products, laundry detergent,
bleach, nonperishable food items & fresh produce;
small & large TVs with remotes, a VCR, videos, office
furniture & office supplies; volunteers for a vanety of
tasks & services. For more info: 522-5757.

« StreetWise Houston is a drop-infeducational and
support center for homeless, street, & lesbigay youth,
ages 13-22, located @ 202 Tuam @ the corner of
Helena. We provide HIV support groups, drug
intervention, housing case management, & GED classes.
We are seeking donations of hygiene products
(deodorant, tampons, toothpaste, etc.), canned foods,
furniture (beds, sofa, dining table), new socks &
underwear, dishes, linens, & bus tokens. We are also
seeking volunteers who would like to teach life skills
and/or be mentors to our young clients during
afternoen or evening operating hours. For more info:
Michelle @ 524-5757.

Fax your Calendar announcements or changes
to 713/522-3275. Deadline: Dec. 15.

QutSmart
Wishes You
Happy Healthy Holidays!
&

God Loves YOU, so come share the
LOVING EXPERIENCE.
Serving the Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual
Community of Catholics & Friends.
Become a part of Dignity U.S.A.

SERVICES

Saturdays 7:30 pm  Traditional Mass

Inclusive liturgy celebrated.
Call 880-2872 and press 4 for
our Social Events and Schedules.

iTodosbien venidos!
In the Heights * 1307 Yale ¢ Suite H
880-2872

"Best Internet Prmnder"

Houst n Prss, —Best of H

* All 28.8 modems

* ISDN Ready

» 100% Digital Network

« FREE WWW Home Page

¢ 7-Day a Week Tech Support
» Training Available

Get Insync!
Call Now! 961-4242

INSY N

INTERNET SERVICES,

E

INC.

http://www.insync.net

Connecting Houston to the World
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ACCOMMODATIONS
The Lovett Inn » 501 Lovett 522-5224
ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Hubbard Financial Services » 2615 Montrose 522-3000
Julia Siska, CPA 520-8099
Sean Yarborough 862-3266
ADVERTISING
QutSmart Magazine 3406 Audubon Place 520-7237
The Gay and Lesbian Yellow Pages 942-0084
Uptown Express Magazine * 3406 Audubon Place 520-7237
APARTMENTS
2111 Holly Hall Apartments 799-2111
ATTORNEYS
Moore & Hunt » 3608 Audubon Place 522-4282
Shannon T. Warren » 1210 Hawthome 523-0420
AUTOMOTIVE
Montrose Automotive Care « 1511'z Taft 524-3068
AUTOMOTIVE SALES
Dominion Jaguar * 3101 Kirby 526-3147
The Toy Store » 333% N. Loop West 864-2277
Momentum SAAB » 7300 SW Freeway 995-0986
Satum of SW Houston * 10050 SW Freeway 777-6100
WestPoint Buick, Lincoln, Mercury, Kia
Katy Frwy @ Kirkwood 493-2000
Montrose Motors « 428 Westheimer 524-7077

COMMUNITY SERVICES & ORGANIZATIONS

AIDS Equity League * P.O. Box 980307 871-0092
AIDS Alliance of the Bay Area s

17511 El Camino Real 488-4492
AIDS Foundation Houston » 3202 Weslayan Annex 623-6796
AIDS Mastery Workshop 623-6796
AIDS, Medicine & Miracles 800/875-8770
Anli-Homophobia Alliance (AHAI) 526-8822
AVES (Amigos AIDS Volunteers )

4126 SW Freeway 626-2837
Bering Community Service Foundation * 1440 Harold ~ 529-6071
Black Tie Dinner 523-9611
Body Positive « 1475 W. Gray Ste.176-177 524-2374
Discrimination Free Zone Project

P.0O. Box 66664, Houston, 77266 861-8238
FIST (Females in Search of Trouble) 772-5826
Garden Party 524-0409
Gay and Lesbian Switchboard of Houston 529-3211
Gay Men's Chorus « P.O. Box 541004 521-SING

Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce

1109 Hyde Park, Box 178, Houston 77006 523-7576
Hate Crimes Hot-Line 529-9615
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals 942-7002
Houston Clinical Research Network « 4211 Graustark  520-2034
Houston Gay & Lesbian Parents

P.0. Box 35709-262, Houston 77235 666-8260
Houston Gay & Lesbian Political Caucus

P.O. Box 66664, Houston 77266 521-1000
Houston Outdoor Group

P.0. Box980893, Houston 77098 KAMP-OUT
Houston Physicians for Human Rights

2006 McDutfie 523-4700
Houston Women's Softball League 721-6854
Houston Wrestling Club | 462-6143 ext. 2
LIB (Lesbians in Business) « P.O. Box 66748 529-0077
KOLEE Project » 1509 Fairview 522-8182
Lambda Center (Alcoholics Anonymous) (office) 521-1243

(lobby) 528-9772
Montrose Clinic ¢ 215 Westheimer 520-2000
NAMES Project Houston « 2410 Woodhead 52-NAMES
Omega House, Inc. * 602 Branard 523-7110
Q Patro! 528-SAFE
Pet Patrol 522-1954
Parents & Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) 867-9020

Programs of Weliness Restoration (PoWeR)

Nelson Vergel 526-5227
PFLAG Victoria
P.0. Box 5490, Victoria, TX 77093 512/576-5603
PWA Coalition * 3400 Montrose, Suite 106 522-5428
Southern Hospitality BBS §22-1515
Southeast Texas Legal Clinic
3400 Montrose, Suite 203 523-7852
Stone Soup Food Pantry 623-6796
Uncommeon Legacy Foundation 212/606-4066
DATING SERVICES
Alternative Visions 526-8223
ENTERTAINMENT
CLUBS & COMEDIANS
Ms. B's « 9200 Buffalo Speedway 666-3464
Singing Cavalier Telegrams
8303 S.W Frw, Suite 230 779-7464
The Patio » 9200 Buffalo Speedway 666-3464
The Ranch » 9200 Buffalo Speedway 666-3464
The Trading Post » 11410 S. Post Oak Rd. 726-1963
XTC » 9200 Buffalo Speedway 666-3464
THEATERS
Alley Theatre » 815 Texas Avenue 228-8421
Scciety for the Performing Arts 227-1910
Stages Repertory Theatre 52-STAGE
Theatre LaB Houston « 1706 Alamo : 868-7516
Theatre Under the Stars 622-1626
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Texas Commerce Bank 216-7000
FINANCIAL ADVISORS
Acacia Financial Center * 9 Greenway Plaza
Suite 3000 888-3500
Advantage Capital Corporation
5959 W. Loop South Suite 525 668-6069
Bill Green, CPA, CFP = 1225 N. Loop West, Suite 216 869-1144
Hubbard Financial » 2615 Montrose 522-9000

Scott Garrison « Merrill Lynch

5065 Westheimer, Suite 1010 E 840-4816
MORTGAGE BROKERS

First Financial Morigage Corp. * John Hathcote 669-9555
Mortgage Associates of Texas 524-1850

hitp//www.mortgageassoc.com
Pride Mortage * 4200 Montrose Bivd, Suite 300 529-4488
Windsor Capital

2200 Post Oak Blvd, Suite 530 629-0600

FITNESS, HEALTH CLUBS
& PERSONAL TRAINING
The Ar of Fitness 938-BODY
Fitness Exchange » 3930 Kirby, Suite 300 524-9932
Houston Gym « 233 Birdsall 880-9191
Muscle Mechanics * 4316 Yupon 523-5330
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS
Graphic Ink 522-7050
Preferred Graphics * 4200 Montrose™ 528-7654
Up&Out Graphics * 3406 Audubon Place 520-7237
HAIR STYLISTS
Debbie’s Style Shop * 2726 White Oak Drive 869-8977
HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS
DENTISTS
Bruce W. Smith, DDS. * 1006 Miissouri 529-4364
DERMATOLOGY

University of Texas Dermatology 794-5232

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD * St. Joseph Eye Center 757-0270
OPTOMETRISTS
Dr. Sue Moss » 1428-A West Alabama 524-2525

PHARMACEUTICAL & PERSCRIPTIONS

STATSCRIPT + 4101 Greenbriar, Suite 235 521-1700
PHYSICIANS

Gay&Lesbian Health Professionals Referral Line 523-4700

Arlette Pharo, DO 626-0505

Patricia Salvato, MD + 4120 SW Freeway, Suite 200  960-7900

R. Scott Yarish, MD « 10565 Katy Freeway, Suite 100  467-0146

INSURANCE

Ferriulo & Associates 800/834-4252

Pippa Wiley « Farmers Insurance 957-4297
MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Altruistic Touches/James Burke 523-9153
Essential Touch/Alan Davidson ¢ 3100 Richmond 942-0923
John Dascoulias 880-1023
Karen Durham/Soma Pi 974-6642
M. Dan DeLeon 990-5102
PSYCHIC & INTUITIVE READERS
Sharron Mattison 681-1747
Joseph Molina 524-4411
Sandra Nicholas 522-0990
Joe Paxton 523-1627

PSYCHOTHERAPY & COUNSELING

Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP 522-3045
Cohen Counseling 785-2600
Miles Glaspy

New Counseling Center 529-1913
Barbara Levinson, PhD

Center for Healthy Sexuality 785-2600
Denise O'Doherty, LPC « 3415 Graustark 529-1913
Montrose Counseling Ctr » 701 Richmond Ave 529-0037
Stan Tubbs, Jr., LMSW-ACP 526-8802
Patrick Vachon, LMSW-ACP... 529-1913

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Acker-Blum Realtors » 1939 W. Gray 529-6660
American Title Co. * 5 Post Oak Park Suite 1900 965-9777
Bianchi Wendland Properties « 4617 Montrose 522-4811
Buyer Agency Brokerage * 149 Elmwood 905-3551
Cary Russell « Prudential Premier Properties 721-9175
Citihomes « 7500 San Felipe, Suite 100 268-2200
Richard Hill » Swilley-Hudson » 1505 Heights 869-0456
Ron Duster » ReMax 528-1800
Sean Yarborough « ReMax « 12649F Memorial Dr. 763-5688
Suzanne Anderson Properties » 239 Westheimer 529-8484
RELIGIOUS/SPIRITUALITY

Bering Memorial United Methodist * 1440 Harold 526-1017
Community of The Reconciling Servant

1505 Nevada 462-7154
Dignity Houston » 1307 H Yale 880-2872
Houston Mission Church « 1505 Nevada 529-8225
Jewish Congregation 748-7079
Kingdom Community Church + 4404 Blossom 862-7533
Maranatha MCC + 3400 Montrose, Suite 600 528-6756
MCCR Houston * 1919 Decatur 861-0149
Unitarian Universalist » 5200 Fannin 526-5200

RESTAURANTS & COFFEE BARS

Baba Yega Saloon & Cafe » 2607 Grant 522-0042
Cafe Anthony * 4315 Montrose 529-8000
Cafe Maison Coffee » 2089 Westheimer 528-6750
Dessert Gallery » 3200 Kirby Drive 522-9999
Fox Diner « 905 Taft Street 523-5FOX
Java Java Cafe » 911 W, 11th Street BBO-JAVA
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i 880-2338
prince Street Market Coffee Delivery
Toopees Coffee & Co. + 1830.W. Alabama 5§22-7662
Zimm's European * 4321 Montrose 521-2002
RETAIL
BOOKS, CARDS & PERIODICALS
Inklings * 1846 Richmond Avenue. 521-3369
LOBO « 3939-S Montrose 522-5156
The Teacher's Store * 1001 S. Allen Genoa 844-2306
CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES
Basic Brothers ¢ 1232 Westheimer 522-1626
Eye Elegance * 1800 Post Oak Blvd 622-4411
Leather Forever » 711 Fairview 526-6940
Tuxedo Gallery * 1214 W 43rd @ Elia 688-3199
FLORIST
i i 62-2683
Heights Above Florist » 911 W, 11th Street ; 8
Flower Mart at Hyde Park « 1700 Waugh Drive 529-2300
GARDEN
Joshua's Native Plants » 111 Heights Blvd B62-7444
GIFTS
Celebrations To Go Gift Baskets 995-GIFT
IneCratesAble 863-7713
Jeffery Stone, Ltd. » 9694 Westheimer 783-3555
GROCERIES, SUPPLIES & LIQUOR
Hollywood Fame Gallery « 2431 Bissonnet 942-8885
Kroger + 3300 Montrose 526-7865
HOME FURNISHINGS
Area * 3200 S. Shepherd 528-0220
Custom Creations * 2815 Westheimer 522-5833
Gallery Furniture « 6006 I-45 N 694-5570
Inside Outside * 502 W. 18th 869-6911
JEWELERS
Reiner's Jeweler's » 2210 Westheimer 520-1212
PAGERS
Premier Paging 575-8500
. STEREO
Custom Car Stereo » 7320 S.W. Freeway 981-8455
VIDEO
Memorial Video * 5514 Memorial Drive 864-6888
VITAMINS, HERBS & MINERALS
Prince Street Health Buyers Club 880-2338
Wild Earth Herbs + 2611 Grant 524-0388
SERVICES
CATERING
Catering by George 699-1693
Personal Cooking Services 522-4407
CLEANING
Maid in the Shade 665-6243
Man Maid Cleaning Service/Tony Akin 993-9737

COMPUTERS/COMPUTER TRAINING

Computer Factory * 14121B NW Freeway 462-3453

Diverse Office Solutions Pgr. 512-5217

VMC—Visual Marketing Consulting Group 857-3595
CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

Ashley Custom Homes 350-8243

Powell Flooring 649-6498, Pgr: 901-6588

U.S. Construction 526-7679

"OutSmart Resource Directory

FUNERAL & MORTUARY SERVICES

Earthman Funeral Directors « 465-8900 659-3000
INTERNET PROVIDERS
Insync * 3400 Montrose, Suite 903 961-4242
Neosoft » 1770 St. James Place 1-888-NEOSOFT
LAUNDRY & DRY CLEANERS
Custom Valet Cleaners * 1900 S. Shepherd 529-3366
Heights Discount Cleaners * 402'/2 W. 11th St. 880-3365
LOCKSMITH
Bravo Key & Lock » 1612 Westheimer 523-5397
PET CARE
Absolutely Fabulous Pet Care » 908 W, Alabama 527-0707
Sharon's Pampered Pet Inn + 2411 Bissonnet 522-7387
PIANO TUNING
James B. Kozak 863-8608
PHOTOGRAPHY
Theresa DiMenno g 464-4471
Gabriel Photography * 3311 Richmond, Suite 315 582-7779
PRINTING & GRAPHICS
House of Coleman « 301 W. Alabama 523-2521
SHIPPING & MAILING
Postnet « 2620 S. Shepherd 528-7678
Ship It! + 2370 W. Alabama 630-0458
VOICE MAIL
U.S. Voice Mail » 2930 Richmond Ave, Suite 504 284-1445
TRAVEL AGENCIES
Advance-Damron Vacations 800-695-0880
888-1023
Sandra Wilkins/Travel Partnership 526-4471
UNIGLOBE First Choice Travel 800/856-1835
667-0580
TRAVEL
Acapulco Villas, Sandra Gunn 705-7500
VIATICAL SERVICES
Funds for Life 800-556-0807
Life Benefactors 800/330-5281
409/744-3200
NVR 800-932-0050
Viatical Benefits Foundation 800-871-9440

Medical Escrow Society 800/422-1314

_ * OutSmart Resource Directory
. isa courtesy séfvice:offered‘
o to Display Advertisers.
 Remember to tell
: | our dd:u:ertis,e'rs that you o
~ saw their ad in OutSmart.

_ For information :
 regarding advertising

: or the Resource Directory,
. please call 713/520-7237.

Stealth Web Design
by: Robert Derr

Some of our clients:
Uptown Express Magazine
http:/ /www.insync.net/~uptown
Beeper Boutique
www.beeperboutique.com
Houston Hotshots
www.houstonhotshots.com
Karen Derr Realty
www.neosoft.com/~kcderr
Beans Barton & the Bi-Peds
www.neosoft.com/~kcderr/beans
Elvis

www.neosoft.com/~kcderr/elvis/
elvis.html

F & S Homebuilders

www.neosoft.com/~kcderr/builders

Stealth Web Design
www.neosoft.com/stealth
rcderr@neosoft.com
713-802-28645
Yes, | made audio & video
for the net!
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OUTSMART CLASSIFIEDS

ACCOMMODATIONS

THE LOVETT INN. Affordable luxury in the heart of
Montrose. Beautifully appointed rooms for both
business and leisure travelers. All rooms have direct
dial phones, private bath, breakfast and color TVs.
Also available VCR, FAX, jacuzzi suites, pool and spa.
Walk to clubs, restaurants, shopping, and public
transportation. Convenient to Downtown, Galleria,
Medical and Convention Centers. Call today
713/522-5224,

BUSINESS SERVICE

Julia A. Siska, CPA, Taxes, Accounting and Business
consulting. Free initial consultation. Call
713/460-1885.

Insurance & Investment Planning. If your business
is a sole proprietorship, partnership, or corporation, it
may be at serious risk without sound business
planning. offer solutions to protect your professional
investment. Call Julie LaRue at Acacia Financial
Center of Houston 713/888-3500.

COMPUTER SERVICES

PHOTO SCANNING
We can scan your photos or artwork (IBM/MAC) for
use in projects or online. No limit to number of scans!
Quick turnaround! Low prices! Confidential service.
Photos retumed with computer files on 3.5 floppy disk.
Call Up&Out Graphics @713/520-7237.

COUNSELING

Linda J. Harris, M.Ed., L.P.C., Empowerment &
Gender-Sensitive Therapy for Individuals, Couples,
Families & Groups coping with Anxiety, Depression,
Grief, Loss & Bereavement, HIV/AIDS, Unresolved
Abuse, Family of Origin, Identity & Life Transition
Issues. 713/529-7440.

Deborah L. McLeod, M.A,, L.P.C., Empowerment
Therapy for Individuals, Groups, Couples & Families
dealing with Grief/Bereavement,HIV/AIDS,Depression,
Anxiety, Sexual Abuse/Incest, Other Unresolved
Abuse, Family of Origin Issues, Coming out,
Self-esteem, Sexuality & Spirituality. 713/621-8855.

CUSTOM CLOTHING

*Be measured for CUSTOM-MADE SUITS, SHIRTS,
SPORTS JACKETS, SLACKS and TUXEDOS in the
privacy of your OFFICE or HOME. *Choose from
10,000 FABRIC SAMPLES. *Costs no more than
quality ready-made garments from department stores.
Call Jay @ Jay-Bee's Clothiers 713/363-1008.

EMPLOYMENT

Cellular Phones
Distributors Wanted Nationwide
No Credit Check @ No Turn Downs
No Deposits @ No Contracts
$$ Residual Income $$
Fax Name & Phone # to: 713/682-6372

Preferred Graphics is now accepting applications for
employment in the Houston metropolitan area. We are
loooking for individuals interested in working on a
contract basis for computer positions at gay/lesbian
owned businesses or gay friendly companies. If you
have computer experience and are looking for this tpe
of work, please email your resume to Preferred
Graphics at pgraphic@insync.net, or send your
resume to 4200 Montrose, Suite 540, Houston, TX
77006.

FOR SALE

Antique china cabinets (2) and small buffet server.
Beautiful furniture at bargain prices. $550-8850 OBO.
Call Daniel at 713/880-3250.

HAIRSTYLING

Studio 911 Hair ... If your hair isn't becoming to you,
then you should be coming to me. By appoiniment
only. Don Gill 713/521-0911 77006.

HEALTH/WELLNESS

DENTAL PLAN for you and your partner or
roommate, $15.00/mo., Household membership.
Individual membership $9.00/mo. No membership
restrictions. Up to 80% discount on all dental
procedures. Includes Discount Vision Care and
Prescription Drugs. Call 713/523-3823.

Treat Yourself to a relaxing massage. Your body will
feel great and your spirit will soar. Invigorating results
are achieved through Swedish massage combined
with myotherapy. Christian Roff, RMT #01283. Call
713/632-0880.

‘ESCAPE* the stress of everyday life with
massage...soothing, relaxing, rejuvenating. In/out calls
7 days a week. GIFT CERTIFICATES. Deep tissue
massage also available. Paul Rutledge
RMT#MT012781. Paul Rutledge 713/686-1736 .

mas+sage’- THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Nice
looking body builder, registered massage therapist,
incredible 1 hour full body massage, private studio
designed for massage, secure setting. Montrose. $50.
Noon to Midnight. Mitchell 713/521-3359.

WHOLENESS AND HEALTH. Healing and caring
hands with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage.
Balancing your life by restoring flow and energy.
Peaceful. Relaxful. Be good to yourself! RMT#2233.
Howard Kanelakos 713/528-6174.

Hobby Airport Area
1-Hr., $45 / Students $29

713/645-5252 « 9am-9pm
Mark Gartner
(MT#011071)

Why buy bottled water, when you can have pure
drinking water for ten cents a gallon? Multi-Pure
Water Filter removes chlorine, chloring byproducts,
asbestos, lead, cryptosporidium, and more. Stainless
steel casing, 25-year warranty,solid carbon block filter
- the most effective. 713/680-2879. y

INSURANCE

FARMERS INSURANCE - Laura Feldman, agent.
713/552-9436. Auto, Home, Life, Annuities,
Commercial: for all your insurance needs. One West
Loop South, #100. 77027.

TREAT YOURSELF to a healing session of
body-work. | combine massage and acupressure in a
pleasant environment to bring you to a state of
relaxation and well-being. John RMT #4887,
713/880-1023.

MISCELLANEOUS

GAY PEN-PALS for gay and lesbian youth. For
instructions on joining the Alyson Letter Exchange
Program, write to Letter Exchange, c/o Alyson
Publications, 40 Plympton Street Boston, Ma 02118,
Participants must be 21 or younger.

INVESTMENTS

SOCIALLY-CONSCIOUS CITIZEN?
You should invest that way too! Create a
financial portfolio through Socially-
Responsible Investing. Make a difference.
Support your beliefs. Call Scott Garrison at

Merrill Lynch 713/840-4816.

MARKETING REPS WANTED TO
JOIN OUR EXPLOSIVE TEAM.
'V EXCELLENT PAY 'W FLEX IIOURS W NO SCRIPT
'V WORK FOR YOUR COMMUNITY
¥ GROWTII OPPORTUNITIES

CALL NOW 526-8223

MASSAGE THERAPY

ARE THE HOLIDAYS LESS

THAN FESTIVE FOR YOU?
Looking for a gift that's never the wrong size, color, or
style? Treat yourself and/or a friend to a stress
relieving massage. Paul Rutledge 713/686-1736
RMT #MT012781.

LET YOURSELF GO- Experience a full body deep
tissue Swedish Massage by Dewayne. Montrose
location, 7 days a week. 713/527-0835. RMT#11412.

ART OF MASSAGE: restoring comfort and balance 1o
your mind and body by the caring hands of a skilled
therapist. Results can be relaxing, invigorating—even
inspiring! RMT#7796. Michael 713/410-7689.

NANCY FORD. Musical comedy for parties,
fundraisers, special events. 713/627-0301.

MORTGAGE FINANCING

DEVINE MORTGAGE CAPITAL: GOOD-WEAK
CREDIT! LOT 8.25%, LAND 8.75%, CONSTRUCTION
9.25%, CONSTRUCTION TO PERMANENT 6.25%.
UNSECURED/HOME IMPROVEMENT/SECOND
LIEN {OWNER FINANCED DEED
PURCHASE/SMALL BUSINESS
LOAN/COMMERCIAL. 713/524-6543.

ONLINE SERVICES

PHOTO SCANNING FOR THE INTERNET
We can scan your photos or artwork (IBM/MAC) for
use in projects or online. No limit to number of scans!
Quick turnaround! Low prices! Confidential service.
Photos returned with computer files on 3.5 floppy disk.
Call Up&Qut Graphics @713/520-7237.

The Rainbow Classifieds, Texas' Newest Gay &
Lesbian Internet Web Page, is now accepting
Want-Ads, Personals, Calendar Postings, and
Obituary Notices: Free Business Ads with coupon. See
our coupon page...Call for details 713/528-7654 or
visit our URL: http://www.insync.net/~pgraphic.
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PRODUCTS

OUTSMART CLASSIFIEDS

Cellular Phones
Distributors Wanted Nationwide
No Credit Check @ No Turn Downs
No Deposits @ No Contracts
$$ Residual Income $$

Fax Name & Phone # to: 713/682-6372

T3 REAL ESTATE/LEASING

Renters Resource

Apartments * Townhomes * Condos
« Hi-Rises * Citywide Location Service

*Open7Days+2¢Houts 243y 441.3046

" PRIME RETAIL SPACE
FOR LEASE

APPROX. 1170 SQ.FT.
EXCELLENT HIGH TRAFFIC LOCATION
ON ALABAMA
BETWEEN SHEPHERD & KIRBY
CALL 713/520-1088

FOR GOOD TENANT
Quiet and Secluded in heart of Montrose...Spacious
One Bedroom & Two Bedroom available NOW with
modem interior and appliances, Central A/C and heat.
Great view of beautifully landscaped garden area.
Access to full size washers/dryers on property,
SWIMMING POOL and covered parking. Crime
deterrents include gates, dramatic landscape lighting
and intercom call box at guest entry. $440 mo. & $655
mo. $250 deposit. A BETTER PLACE. 713/686-8189
FREE SERVICE

ABSOLUTE LUXURY 1, 2, & 3 BEDROOM CONDOS,
TOWNHOMES and APARTMENTS! Varied amenities
include Washer/Dryer, Fireplace, JACUZZ| BATHTUB,
Intrusion Alarm, Computer & Fax Business Center,
FREE CABLE, Garden Patios, Spacious Floor Plans,
and MORE!!! from 8535 mo. Innerloop and
Houston-Wide. A BETTER PLACE 713/686-8189
FREE SERVICE

SERVICES

Work Wanted!
Personal Assistant w/specialized experience in
house-sitting, pet-sitting, household errands (i.e.
shopping, dry cleaning pickup, auto service, etc.) party
and travel arrangements, clerical duties, home or
office. Bonded, and references available. Let Oscar
Do It! Call 713/880-3389.

Experienced bartender, chef, interior/exterior house
painter. Call Cleve at 713/880-3607

Master Carpenter, custom cabinets, window boxes.
Residential remodeling. Free estimates, 24 years
experience, references. Call Tim Williams at Custom
Cabinets, 713/526-7149.

A RAINBOW OF A RAINBOW
When you want things done professionally. Call Ray.
Pager: 846-3339

Stress-Free Holiday!
Gift Wrapping & Shipping Services
Surp It!

Our services can help make your holiday Stress-Free!
Bring all your Personal and Corporate
Gifts to SHIP IT! We'll ‘WRAP 1T, ‘PACK 1T,

and if necessary, ‘SHIP 1T You'll find a great
seleetion of all-oceasion papers, ribbons and
cards. We offer Postal, Overnight, UPS and

Fax Services, and we aceept Corporate
Accounts. SHIP IT! Does It All!
2370 W. Alabama Between Kirby & Greenbriar

713.630.0458

MAID IN THE SHADE
“Making People Happy Since 1988”
HOUSES ® APARTMENTS © OFFICES

DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

eAromron  CALL 713/665-6243

VACATION RENTAL

RAINBOW'S INN, a vacation getaway at Lake Sam
Rayburn. NEWLY remodeled, mobile home on large
wooded lot. Queen beds, sleeps six, beautiful deck.
Near swimming, boating, fishing, golfing, horseback
riding. Pets welcome, 2-1/2 hrs. drive from Houston.
Affordable, lesbian owned, call for details M-F
@409/962-1497, Sat-Sun @ 409/698-9757.

o~
—
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Advance Damron’s
Barefoot Windjammer Cruise
« April 20-26, 1997

LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE!!!

The Windjammer Experience...sit back, relax,

and feel your troubles go away!! No set sched-

ule. No set itinerary. Lots of FUN!! Hurry, lim-

ited space available!

®  ADVANCE-DAMRON
VACATIONS

Your Gay and Leshian Travel Experts
713/888-1093  800/695-0880

——
——

INIGLABE

First Choice Travel

Corporate or Vacation
Olivia « RSVP « Atlantis « Our World
Customized or Independent

(713) 667-0580

1-800-856-1835 (outside Houston)
2236 W. Holcombe @ Greenbriar

Travel OutSmart!

The Travel Partnership, Inc.
SANDRA WILKINS
(713) 526-4471 pgr 9031247

RAINBOW RANCH
Lesbian/Gay Campground
150 Acres of Seclusion
on Lake Limestone

— 817/729-5847—

' WANTED TO BUY g

FAST CASH! HIGHEST PRICE PAID! We buy
antiques, estates, furniture, collectibles, glassware, etc.
Call John @ 994-5986 pager.

OUTSMART
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

MADE EASY

Basic Classifieds are $13 for 30
words or less & 25¢ per each word
thereafter. Add additional 25¢ per
each bold word. Discounts available
for 3 or 6 months if ads are prepaid.
Three insertions, base rate of $8 per
month. Boxed Ads are $23 per ver-
tical column inch (2 3/8” x 1”). Re-
versed Ads are $28 per columninch.
10% discount granted to advertisers
who prepay for 3 or more consecu-
tive months. Deadline: The first of
the month prior to publication. Or-
der by phone & pay by VISA,
MasterCard, or American Express.
Or FAX it to us at 713/522-3275.
Sorry, we do not bill. Mail ad &
payment to: OutSmart Classifieds,
3406 Audubon, Houston, TX 77006.

Start 1997
by advertising your

business in January’s
OutSmart Classifieds!
Deadline December 6!

OutSmart DATE 79



Top AV Reasons
I Voted on
November 5

Before the Nov. 5 election,
QutSmart distributed fliers at local
events which listed the Houston
Gay & Lesbian Political Caucus
endorsements. We asked readers to
send us their “Top 10 Reasons for
Voting.” Brian Malarkey received
$100, as our Most Creative Entry.
Runners-up were dazzled with
OutSmart T-shirts. Here 5 Bnan s
response:

i . Because I don’t
want to see the
White House turn
into a nursing home.

. To shut Rush up for four
more years.

I\

3. So the Democrats can get on
with the job mstead of doing
the macarena.

4. To prevent an ex-professmnal
sports ﬁgure from being
elected second-in- command (I
always hated football anyway).

5. So we won't have to see any of
those scary Bob Dole masks
next Halloween.

6. To keep the gexieral public
from having to take vivarin for
presidential addresses.

8.

| 10.

. “Bill and AI” sound cooll

. Because 'm having ahard

“Bob and Dick.”

Hillary’s got better outﬁts:' han
Liddy. 5

enough time getting someone
into my bed-room, much les  out
of it, Ralph Reed. 4

So we can see Barbm Strels "‘d

perform again at the Inaugu”al

Ball!

4102 Greenbriar, Suite 235 * Houston, TX 77098 + (713)521-5855

» Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

r s mmere
Ou. i » Ceramic Tiling
Capabilities : ! ol
e Interior & Exterior Painting
Include:

* Room Additions and Siding
We are an owner-operated company serving the Houston
area for | 7 years, specializing in residential and commercial
remodeling. We have many satisfied references, both resi-

dential and commerical, for your review.

If we can be of assistance, please call. Thank you.

Call for free estimate

526-7679
U.S. CONSTRUCTION & SERVICES . .03

‘71/@ Rend M focre yaa/ Care Curd

We represent the best
in the business:

& The best down payment.
Q The best rates available.
& The best lenders in the business.

John E. Frels, President
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& The best service in the city!

ortgage Associares
of Texas

713.524.1850

5311 Kirby Drive, Suite 202




EXCEEDING YOUR HIGHEST EXPECTATIONS...

* FREE PRE-APPROVALS
* MORTGAGES TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS
* SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1988

* SERVICE YOU CAN BANK ON

John Hathcote

_ﬂ 669-9555 Senior Loan Officar

FIRST FINANCIAL MORTGAGE CORPORATION
6575 West Loop South »* Suite 150 »* Bellaire, Texas 77401

| HYDE PARK MAIN:
Recent construction. This 3
#l bedroom 3.5 bath town

home features hardwood
flooss, gronite counter fops WILLOWBEND: Cormplately updoted 3 bedroom and 2 botf

in kitchen ond obundont 1oom home boasts lorge rooms and lofs of storage space. Profes-
storage space. sionally landscoped yord with pool. Exceptionol condifion.
$219,000 $149,000

AFTON OAKS: Spacious 3 bedroom and 2 bathroom home
atso has seporate guest house. Pool with cobono ond full bath,
$264,900

/
BianchiWendland

PERONPIESREST S B S
Anthony Bianchi  pocirive & Rewarding Results Created by Our Commitment to Excellence

522-4811

4017 Montrose Boulevard » Suite 224 ¢ Houston, Texas 77000

Scott Wendland ‘

-




