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FOR OVER 12 YEARS I HAVE BEEN
HELPING OQUR COMMUNITY MEMBERS
Buy AND SELL HOMES!

CALL ME! ICAN HELP YOU! |

713.869.6142 s

E-mail: Richard @ RichardHill.com

Woodland Heights Masterpiece! 3-2-2 plus Den, Ga*.mstt:r1
styie, totally renovated and expanded! 12-foot ceilings, center
hall, new kitchen, new master suite, Huge side porch off den.
........................................... cessaremmprneerassosmnser DO HOD

Pearland area. Custom 2 story brick, 4 bedroom, 3 bath,
marble and Saltillo floors, in-ground pool, 3 car garage,
2 1/2 acres of land with horses allowed. ...
............................................ $260,900......now $258,800

Fabulous res!fed hr_i::k bungalow on Heights Boulevard.
Original woodwork, floors, blinds, lighting. Plus Quarters!

e SALE-RPENDING - $278.900

Housiun He|ghts Totally renovated on duuhle Inl 3 BR, 2 Heights, Cute starter home, 2 bedroom, 1 bath, and study.
BA, Centrals, new kitchen and bath, hardwoods, big front Classic Heights fook, front porch with swing. ........ §79,900
porch. ... SALE l’lk.:\z DING...... $269,900 -

Woodland Heights Classic, 2 story, 3-2-2 plus garage apartment.
Big comer It an Bayland St., Home has orginal woodwork, high
cailings, fireplace, 3 hedrooms up. Great trees, Great location!

Norhill, Great starter home, 2-1-1 plus carport, hardwoods
fireplace, walk-in closets in Master. Great location. ..........

llllllllllllllllllllllll $969,000 T e e BTS00

Houston Heights, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, plus great garage Timbergrove, 3 bedroom, 2 bath, on \ vuuded lot. Renovate
apartment over 3 car garage. Both have centrals, modem with new master suite, new kitchen, hardwoods, centr
kitchen and baths. Good location, ... 5138,900 garage plus .\-arkchnpl _________ s‘g}fmu ...... now $189 90r

Newsletters, Brochures
Cards, Letterhead, Envelopes
Invitations, Announcements
Web Graphics, Paper Design

713-862-3312

Best Price/Best Service Guarantee

5225 Katy Freeway Suite 310
Houston, Texas 77007-2252
pgraphic@singal.com

-,

For Being My Customer!

& TOP Sales
& TOP Llstmgs
& TOP P’/ducer

21 Years of Experzenca in Real Estate!

713.777.8773
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LASER SKIN RESURFACING; SMOOTHER SKIN
THEDLUEM WHINKLE AnD scak REMBVAL.

ErPILIGHT

HAIR REMOVAL] PAINLESS ELIMINATION OF
UNWAMNTED HAIR WITH JUST 4 FLASH OF LIGHT,

SILHOUETTE

SUBDERMAL THERAPY! STIMULATES
CIRCULATION TO BREAK DOWN CELLULITE,

641 | Fannin * 7th Floor, Jones - Houston, Tx 77030

CaLL NOow FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 713.665.3226 OR TOLL

FREE 1.877.BEI.BODY
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On Sale Now!

Listen to any CD in the store.
&,,,,,,ﬁwmu;ww*MW‘w,wuww%;mwm.;

ww. Dlockbust er com

Houston 9560 Hempstead NW., 6520 Westheimer, 1 2586-A Wastheimer, 9845 5. Post Oak, 9527 Southwest Fwy., 3403 Katy | W Sale ends July 13, 1998
2477 Post Oak Blvd., West Oaks Mall, 5440 North lfwg , 3800 Farnham, /502 FM 1960 West, 2217 FM 1960 West, Greenspont Mall
Baytown San Jacintc Mall » Friendswood 19060 Gulf Fwy. » Humble 9771 FM 1960 Bypass » Pasadena 3330 Spencer Hwy.

Sugarland 15281 Southwest Fwy. * Woodlands 1335 Lake Woodlands Dr.

BLOCKBUSTER name, design and related marks are trademarks of Biockbuster Enterainment Inc. ©1938 Blockbusler Entarainmant Inc. All rights resarved. Citer valid at padicipating
BLOCKEUSTER MUSIC® stores while supplies last. Prices good throwgh July 13, 1998, Prices exciuda lax. Sale prices may vary. See slore lor complele details
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PRIDE, RALLY, PRIDE
The June '98 issue of OutSmart was defi-
nitely one to be "PROUD" of with its fresh and
nnovative cover, | loved reading the “'Pictures of
Pride” and the cleverly constructed questions.
The best was the Lily Tomlin interview,
because she holds a very dear place in my heart.
She was a role model for me as a young gay
Woman.
| love the way the magazine is growing, and
it seems to be meeting so many different needs
in a growing and changing community like ours,
We are very fortunate to have a publication such
asthis one. | have been to other major cities, and
there is nothing like OutSmart in any of them.
This publication is free for us all to enjoy, and |
thank you for that. Looking forward te more...
—Jane Goggan
Houston

| absolutely adore Alexis Arguette and was
thrilled to sze the interview in the June issue. It
was just enough on the edge without being
trashy.

Queer Science [ Nature vs. Nurture'] was
senaciallv interestine—a very nonular tooic of

Compet
plus

ality Se

Complete

Customer

T e S B e Y

debate that | am sure many of us have at one
time or another engaged in, | myself am the
youngest of two children, and both of us are
gay! Let Freud toy with that one for a while.

As always the Pride issue was well delivered
all the way around. Lily Tomlin is a big favorite,
and that was another great interview. | sent this
issue to my mom just for that, because she loves
Lily Tomlin.

e B R e
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' would like to also say that one of the best
things about QutSmart is that it is a publication |
feel very comfortable cending home to Mom
and Dad. Thanks for keeping it clean and for
showing that we are not just a community about
sex and sex and sex. | appreciate the context of
the rmagazine as a whole. There are so many
negative images and thoughts about the gay
comminity that it's important to have some-
thing that reflects the normalcy of it. And QutSmart
does just that.

There are places in our community, finally,
that are the same way. It's nice to have coffee
shops with an atmosphere that feels comfort-
able and welcoming without having to put outal
the energy that goes with the bar scene. [t would
be nice to see more of this,

Thanks for a great Pride issue.

—FKerry R. Hoskins
Houstan

HEEDING DANGERS?
| have followed the sciences, such as bio-
chemistry, since about the age of 10. | read with
some skepticism and unease Paul Simmoms
continued on page 77

Marc R. Archuleta

T

Satisfaction!




PUBLIC SCHOOLS REQUIRED TO
PROTECT GAY YOUTH

FAYETTEVILLE - An agreement to protect
lesbian and gay youth in public schools has been
made between the U5 Department of Education
Office of Cral Rights and the Fayetteville School
Diistrict

The agreement requires the school district to
overhaul its current policies and procedures
involving forms of sexual harassment, including
sexual harassment directed against gay and
lesbian students. Staff members and school
administrators must also attend harassment
sensitivity-training courses.

"l see this as a very powerful tool to help
parents, just like us, ensure a safe school
enviranment for our children,” said Carolyn
Wagner, member of Parents, Families, Friends of
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG).

Wagner and her husband, Bill, accused the
school system of allowing students to repeatedly
harass their gay son, WilliWagner, who was outed
by anather student in the ninth grade in 1994,
MNow 18,Willi said he was physically assaulted in
school halls, called derogatory names, and
threatened by a gang of students. He was told by
the school's principal, Evelyn Marberry, that he
was “drawing attertion to himself and was asking
for it" The principal denies making any such
staternents,

“A mother has certain dreams for her
children, and they always include that they be
happy, healthy, and safe,” Wagner said, "Now
parents of gay and lesbian children have some
type of recourse.”

The agreement was designed from the newly
issued Title X guidelines of the Education
Amendments, which bar sex discrimination.
Created last year; the guidelines to protect gays
and lesbians from sexual harassment in schools
state that any non-compliant school will not
receive federal funding.

"We are relieved to hear that the LLS
Department of Education is now making it clear
to schools that they have an obligation to protect
all of our children," said Kirsten Kingdan, PFLAG
executive director;

"It is heartwrenching for me to hear of the
abuse that youth like Wil VWagner have to endure
from other students, as well as from
administrators and teachers, just because of who
they are," she added.

PFLAG is a parent- and community-based
group that has developed training and assistance
programs 1o make public schools safer for gay and
lesbian youth. It also provides scholarships to gay
and lesbian students. The Wagner family enlisted
the group's help and support in 1996.

30 VIAGRA USERS DIE

NEW YORK (AP) - The US. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) has received at |east 30
reports of men dying after taking Viagra, the new
anti-impotence medication manufactured by
Plizer

As of mid-June, the FOA has received nearly
100 reports of men suffering serious adverse
reactions after taking the drug According to
government reports obtained by the Wall Street
Journal, most of the men whao died were elderly
and had other health problems. The reports also
showed that seven men had heart attacks, eight
men had strokes, four men blacked out, and six
had vision problems,

According to the reports, at least 14 men
were taking other medications, specifically bload-
pressure medication. Recent studies have shown

A spokesperson for the FDA said that
potential users were warned about health risks
before Viagra was sold and that the number of
reporis have increase

d because the number of
users has increassd.
ABC MNews rep

million men have used

at more than two
since it hit the

market in April.

GROUPS PROTEST
ANTI-GAY BILLBOARDS

MADISOM - Gay and lesbian activists at the
University of Wisconsin-Madisan (LUW-M) are
protesting an anti-gay billboard campaign waged
by the extreme religious group Wisconsin
Chiristians United.

The UW-M Queer Student Alliance and the
UW-M 10% Society lead several peaceful
protests against the five billbpards which the
groups believe attack the self-worth, humanity,
and families of the gay and lesbian community.
The billboards read, "Homosexuality is not a
family value. Homosexuality is a sin.”

“Im a nation which celebrates the liberty

aflorded by freedom of sp
that we all speak responsibly and respond to
those to whom we sen,
co-president of 10% Soc

The activists have call
billboard company, ¥ivid
I'he activists asked current ¢

L 15 imperative

chject.” said Jason Rasmu

boycott of the

Advertising

5 exXpress
gay billboards to the

their disapproval of the an
Janesville-based company,
Local polticians have also expressed t

disapproval of the billboards. In a state
released 1o the city, Mayor Sue Bauman said,
unfortunate when a group chooses Lo use its

8 |ULY 1998 OutSmart

freedom of expression to express blatant hostility

toward valued members of our community”
Wisconsin State Representative Spencer Black
7 Saciety

said in a statement released to the
that the billboards are "harmful to cur community
and seek to cause hostility toward r ;
valued constituents, Their 5534 \
protected by the First Amendment, is one of
hate.”
Rasmussen
the Common

activists are planning a protest of the billboards in
Madison Capitel Sg

Wisconsin Christi Inited released a

laim the value

staten

ent praising its efforts to™
of the traditicnal family”” However, the group’s

efforts have the poter
the self-esteem of gays and lesbians, specifically of
teenagers, said Rasmussen. A candlelight vigil will
be held ds gay and

leshian teenagers who have commit uicide,

o permanently damage

one of the billbg

he added

PEOPLEWITH HIV
PROTECTED BY ADA

WASHINGTOMN {AF) - The LS. Supreme
Court has ruled that
protected by the Americans W
(ADAY, ensuring non-discriminatory health care
for infected indviduals

Fhe ruling came after the Supreme Court
decided in favor of Sidn shottan HiV:infected
woman, who contends that her disease is a
disability covered by ADA, She was denied
service by her wtist: The den Randon
Bragdon, asserts that he did he ADA,
when he refused to fill Abbott's cavity. The
supreme Court ordered a lower court of
appeals to rec
and Bragdan.

The Supreme Court's 5-
that health-care profe

) thie

risk based o

with HIV are

people

Disabiliies Act

ruling also affirms
ot determine
lgments and

=1

that only obje
used to determing
Writing the decision for the majority,

/ ed that HIV is a

drastically affects
activities such as sexua

Justice Anth

_J"l}"‘. C4d

an nd

relations, self-care, and future planning

“satisfies the

£

Kennedy also wrote it
statutory and regulatory definition of a

ohysical impairment during every stage o
disease.”
AlDS arganiZa tions 3

the courl's decision is a majo

6006 1-45 North (between Tidwell & Parker)

713/ 694

-

D d




e G = S S

E N | L &) W | = =4 < 8

2 fe with HIV. They encourage federal and state officials to enforce
P r e s s e d F o r T I m e ? E:t‘ij-lziizc:;'lina‘ticn laws tonfurmer protect individuals with HIV, It probably‘ never Occurred to you l»l].at
LESBIAN MOTHER LOSES CUSTODY OF DAUGHTERS

. SHREVEPORT - A judge has awarded temperary custedy of two children over 5 000 people could ﬁt in your Store. es

to their grandparents who alleged the children were "harmed" by their

l.Cad(.ic_) Parish DlﬂdﬁCtJUdge Mich;el 'V\::a'ke" ik ”:L ex?la“aﬁc“;t'”thc‘f exactly what will happen! The Greater Houston Gay & Leshian Chamber of Commerce is delighted to invite your

g, cing | gag ST e pnce R?,t‘ i a2 e participation as an exhibitor in our second annual business trade show, Saturday, November 7, 1998 at the George R. Brown

however; that his decision reflected the "best intentions for the children. , : , , ;
Convention Center. Last year, EMPOWER 97 was the most successful event of its kind in the country. This year,

Wialker granted custody to Joe and Patricia Davis who accused Becky e ; : ; ; ;
Lynn Davis of engaging in “sexual activity with her partner in the presence EMPOWER 98, benefiting the Houston Leshian and Gay Community Center, promises fo exceed expectations as the

b lesbian mother. or in your office, or your shop, or your restaurant, or your club or organization. But as an exhibitor at EMPOWER 98, that's
-
-

of the minor children” and “attempting to influence the minor children as to preeminent source for exposure to, and networking within, Houston’s large and diverse Gay and Lesbian business
| M A G E their sexual orientation! The grandparents stated their former daughterin- ; community. As an exhibitor, you will be telling our community you want our business, you recognize our viability as an
law dressed the children, both girls ages 4 and 8, in “"boy’s clothes,” causing _ economic power, and you support our efforts to find strength in our diversity. For a free information package, including
the oldest child to call herself a lesbian: Mo psychalogical evaluations were Exhibitor, Sponsorship or Program Advertising information, call now. And show us what you're made of!
conducted on the children during the hearing. 5
A hearing is scheduled for Aug, 11 to determine if the grandparents } : 5 »
AlL CLEANI::G Dh_ONE ON SITE should receive permanent custody. } Empower 98 HOtlllle
* Alterations Wialker gave minimum visitation rights to Becky Davis, allowing her to visit i
* Shoe Repair the children three times a week under supervision. She is not allowed to visit b 7 1 3 i 462 : 1 3 54
* Leather & Suede the children in the presence of her partner The mother has no direct income |
Mon-Fri 7Zam-7pm  Sat Bam-5pm and shares an apartment with her partner in Keithville, just outside - ] :
P P Shreveport, i presented by: : SIS PR co-sponsored by:
One-doy service Mon-Sat Becky Davis’ attorney, Claudius E. Whitmeyer, did not respond 1o calls Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian &
In by 9:30, ready by 4:30 about the ruling, but stated during a preliminary hearing that the children Chamber of Cumfngrce VOICE
Y i A o e i, 1109 Hyde Park, Suite 178 - »
i R ; i : ? Houston, TX 77006 i
3407 Montrose Blvd., Ste. B4 The question is whether a gay/lesbian relationship would cause i . ; i i Oﬂtvsm
713.527.0880 + Fax 713.527.0119 irreparable and immediate harm.That's a pretty heavy burden,” he said.This 713-462-135¢ FAX 713-864-8513 Hﬂls"m Lgsmaa& 53]' Eummgm[y ﬁﬂmﬁ[',lllﬁ. e e e g e

worman has been living with har girlfriend for a long time.”

Becky Davis threatened the grandparents with loss of vistation if they did
not do something about the children’s father, Joseph C. Davis. He was sent
back to prison for a parale violation, stemming from threats he reportedly
rmade to Becky, Whitmeyer said.

“The family is getting back at herThose kids have been as normal as can
be. It's pure harassment because the son is in jail and they're blaming her’
said Whitmeyer, -

According to The Times of Shreveport, the case has upset some members
of the gay and lesbian community, who are concerried abaut how this may
: e affect the parental rights of other gays and lesbians.

- B = “These grandparents have got to have something very valid to fight with
BEFORE AFTER this woman about,' said Billy Glover, vice chair of the Hormosexual
5 Information Center“The fact she's a lesbian has got to be left out entirely

' n this issue”
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CHICAGO HOSTS GLMA SYMPOSIUM i Ed Kinser
SAN FRANCISCO -The Gay and Lesbian Medical Association’s (GLMA) Exe rcise PI‘Og rams Neu ro pathy Thera py gm?ﬁm
16th annual symposium will be held in Chicage Aug. 27-29 Sports Clinic
The three-day symposium, titled ' Preseriptions for Living Well: Medicine's 7
impact on the LGBT Life Cycle)" will be held at the Chicago Hilton and Personal Trainers Peer SUppOI‘t

Towers. Mare than 600 physicians and medical students are expected to
attend the event.

The symposium will feature workshops about the medical, mental health,
and socio-political issues affecting LGBT people of all ages—from infancy to
old age. The workshops include “Hepatitis: Eastern and Western Approaches

Pn I DE I NTE R l o R s to Treatment;” “Lesbians and Gays Over 60;" and "Differences in Breast

Cancer for Lesbians and Heterosexual VWomen.”

281 568 9704 - The medical association will also recognize individuals who have
5 e contributed to the gay community with its Achievemnant Awards, This year's

recipients include AlDS specialists David Moore and David Blatt, professors

|zanne Hall and Patricia Stevens; and |oan Waitkewicz, 1.0,

To register, or for more information, call GLMA at 415/255-4547 ar visit
GLMA's Web site: http:/fvaww.glma.org,

Nutritional Intervention | Workshops & Seminars

Massage Therapy Steroid Education

Stress / Pain Therapy Increase Self Esteem

Patricia Salvato, MD - Medical Director [ | W Ry 3.349.9750
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INTERNET DEBATE EXPANDS

he debate about Internet filtering software—which can black
youths' access to infermation about the lesbian, gay bisexual, and
gender community—continues to expand in several state$. In
New Mexico, S District judge C. LeRoy Hansen blocked a law, to
criminalize Jme-ﬂeL expressions of “nudity” or “sexual conduct.” In
litah, the State Records Committee ordered the educational
computer network to give an Internet activist its censorship logs,
ch log online sites Utah students have tried to access. Anti-

-orship advocates worry that while filtering seftwares sporadically
block pornography and hate sites, they also can keep lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender youth from critical information and
Says Jeff Walsh, editor of Oasis, the online webzine for gay
yout [here are many online sites that a parent might find
nappropriate for their child: But the answer 15 ‘not blocking all sites
content without regard for context " The ACLU has sued

) block the new law in New Meaxico. For moere infermation contact
Ann Beeson, ACLU attorney at 212/944-9800.

HEADS-UP FOR LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Faor the first time, the L5, Department of Education has explicitly
extended to lesbians and gays Title IX protections against sexual harassment
ho

o W 1 SRR
1er amd his parents, wi

'romipting the move: Openly gay student Will VWa;
d that the Fayettewille, Ark., sck
students had beaten him.The district agreed to overbaul its po
and inform them tL\at lesbian and gay students are covered under Title IX

system did nothing after other

lici

-a1ahy
ﬂl

cation INet \:\.o'l-c ,\Gl SE'\J\ are s u\i =nt _w.'l'rﬁt'\r ,'1:1 [_m-nrﬂ:t.ly, a lot of local

es, tramn staff

school district tax money. Courts have awarded signifi

students targeted for being gay, she said, 'I"|"|lelr|0 Jarmie Mabozny's gr u'J"j
breaking case, which won the Wisconsin high schoot alum almaost $200,000.
Frankfurt said, " The majority of school districts do not have policies in place
that specifically mention sexual orientation, like race and gender.” For more
information contact Kate Frankfurt of GLSEN at 212/727-0135

ABC TO AIR “MISSING"” ELLEN EPISODES

On July 15 and 22, ABC will air the two “missing’’ Ellen episodes
which were initially intended to lead up to the finale. On April 18
decided to not air these two already completed episodes from its May
sweeps lineup, opting instead to run episode Cf— fwa an
Pizza Place. ABC's sudden decision came as a shock to the be I“:
show and for millions of fans At the time, GLAAD Executive Lj-rer:_':r i
Joan M. Garry said,"American viewers deserve and expect o see Eflen’s

remaining season in its entifety | am extremely disappointed in the
network’s decision to deny the viewing public this quality program. For
maonths ABC has claimed that they stand behind the show. If this is how
they support their programming, it is certaiqu_- a ‘unique’ approach,”
Throughout the summer; ABC has been airing Elffen, including the
episodes featuring the developing relationship between Ellen Morgan
and her girlfriend, Laurie. The network has also, unfortunately, continued
10 place a “parental warning " on the show.

To let ABC know how you feel about the two episodes, and
encourage them to have more pragrams with r\-'-ﬂmmf-nL lesbian. gay.
bisexual, and transgender characters in the future. Contact: Jamie Tarses,
Entertainment President, ABC, 2040 Avenue of ‘-.h‘: Stars, LA, CA 90037,
e mail: netaudn@abc.com, or call ABC at: 310/557-7777 and ask 1o be
connected to their audience response line,

Say Goodhye to Pain!

“If accident, injury or stress have left
you with chronic pain, relief may be a
phone call away!”

« Sports Rehabilitation
* Massage Therapy

1]
960-8575 i:istion,

Dr. Jefrey Garcia

Yorktown Chiropractic

fora

2301 Yorktown, Ste. 209 « Houston, Texas 77056 ca I l To d aV!
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Please see brief summary of prescribing information on iollowing page.
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CAUTION: FEDERAL LAW PROHIBITS DISPENSING WITHOUT
PRESCRIFTION.

LERI T®(stavudine)

ZERIT® (stavudine) Capsules

ZERIT® (stavudine) for Oral Solution

Brisf Summary of Prescribing Information, 1096, For complefe
prascring information, please consull officlal package elrcuiar,

INDICATIONS AND USAGE

ZERIT (stavudine) is indicated for the traatmant of HIV-infected

patients who have received profonged prior Zidovodine therapy.
The duration of clinical benefit from antiretroviral thera

may be limited. Alteration In antiretroviral therapy should

considered |f dizease progression occurs while recelving ZERIT,

CLINICAL STUDIES .
Stiay Al455-019 was a multi-center, randomized, double-blind trial
of ZERIT Capsiles vs ddovudine for the traatment of HIV-infected adufts
with CO4 counts of 50 1o 500 cells/mm® who had received st |east six
months prior zZidovudine treatment. ZERIT was administered in
Gosages of 40 my BID for patients weighing =60 kg, and 30 mg BID
for those weighing <80 kg, The zidoveding dosage was 200 mg TID

The study enrolled 822 patients with a median tazeline CO4 count
of 235 cellsimm® {range: 10to 735 cells/mm?), and 2 median du-
ration of prior Zidovuding treatment of 88 weeks (range 11 to 356
weeks). Fourteen parcent of sul éems had AIDS at baseline, 50%
nad HiV-ralated symptoms and 36% were asymptomatic.

Table 1 gives the Kaplan-Meier estimates for the time fo dissaze
prograssion.

Tabla 1 -- Incidance of Disease Progression
First AIDS - Defining

Evant or Death

ZERIT 2idovudine
& montns 345 T 1%
12 months 14.1%
18 months 23.3%
b rnon1h5 8%

" Ksp an-Meler estimates; 1he overall diffarence between
stavudine and zidovudine was not significant,

CONTRAINDICATIONS

ZERIT is contraindicated in patients with clinically significant hy-
persansitivity fo stavuding of to any of the components containad
In the formulation

WARNINGS
The major clinical toxicity of ZERIT Is peripheral Ml.ll‘nfm
This :urruhllc:tlon occurrad in 18 and 24 percent of
tienis advanced HIV disease who received the two dose Imf-
als of stavudine in the Parallel Track Program’, |n patients with
less advanced HIV intection In the zidowudine comparative irial,
peripheral neuropathy occurred In 13 parcent of ZERIT-treated
patlents a5 compared 1o 4 parcent of zidovudine-treated patients.

Falignts should be monfiored for the dmlurrnlm of neuropa-
Ty that Is usually =r|nrn=iurlmtl Inr numhnm nqﬂnq or painin
the feel or hands, Stavuding eral neuropathy may re-
solve Imnrawl is wllhdnun pmm Lc" :nma Ga5ES, symptoms
may worsen tempaorarily lollowing discontinuation of therapy. Il
symptoms resolve co Jlllsly resumption of ireatment may be
congidered i @ redue

Patients with a history of peripheral nevropathy are at In-
creased risk for the development of neuropathy, If stavuding
inust be ﬁdrrlnlslamf inthis clinical getting, careiul monitoring
5 essential.

PRECALTIONS

Information for Patients
Patients should be informed that ZERIT is not & cure for HIV Infec-
tiom, and that they may cantinue to acquire linesses associated with
HIV infection, including opporunistic infections. Patlents should be
advised to remain Under tha care of a physician when using ZERIT

Fatients should be informed that the most common toxicity of
ZERIT is parvipheral nauropzthy. Symptoms of peripheral nsuropa-
thy usually include tingling, Llu ning, pain, or numbness in the
hands or feat. Patients should be counselad that this tawdcity ocours
with greater frequency in patients with a history of psripheral neu-
ropathy. They should ’()e advised that thess symptoms should be re-
ported fo their physicians and that doss changes may be necessary
They should also be cautionad about tha use of other medications
1’&[ mily axacarbale peripheral neumpag?

Caregivers of youn%cmldren recehving ZERIT therapy should be in-
strucied regarding detection and 'ea:lurhnF of peripheral neuropathiy.

Patients should be informed that the (ong-term affects of ZERIT
are Uunknowm at this time. They should be advised that ZERIT thera-
Py has nat Besn shown o reduce the risk of transmission of HIV to
others through saxual contact or biood contamination,

Fatients should be informed that the Center for Dissase Control
; COC) recommends that HIV-infected mothars not nurse newbom in-
fanks to reduea the risk of postnatal transmission of HIV infection,
Lahoratory Tests
Wik to- moderate ingreases in AST (SGOT) and ALT (SGPT) occumid com-
moaly in clinical frials; these did not interfere with continued therapy.
Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility
Long-term carcinogenicity sturies of staviding in animals have not
heen completed. Stavuding was ﬂ@TﬂlU[ﬂEBI‘IIC I the Ames, £. calf
reverse mutation, or the CHOVHGPRT mammalian cell forward fene
mutation assays, with and withaut matabolic activation. Stavuding pro-
duead pasitive results in the in wire human iymphocyte clastogen-
#5is and mouse fibroblast assays, and in the i vivo mouse mi-
cronudlaus test. in the v vt assays, stavudine alevated the fraguency
of chromasome sbercations in human lymphocytes (concentrations
of 25 to 250 pa/mL, without metabolic activation) and increzsad
the frequancy of transformed foci in mouse fibroblast calls (con-
centrations of 25 1o 2500 paimi, with and without metabolic acthation).

Iii the i vive micronuceus assay, stavuding was clastogenic in bone
marrow cells Toliow|ng oral stavuding administratlon to mice &t
fdnsages of 600 to 2000 ma'kg/day for 3 days.

Mo evidence of impaired ferdility was seen in rats with exposures
(based on G| up to 216 times that observed following a clinical
dosage of 1 mo/ko/day,

Pragnancy

wananc_-; ‘Category . Reproduction studies have been performed
in rats arid rabbits with exposures (based on Cug) U;J to 399 and
183 dimes, respectively. of that seen at 2 clinical dnsaqen 1 migkg/tay
and have revealsd no evidence of teratogenicity. The incidance i fe-
tusas of a commuon skeketal variation, unossified or incomplate ossk
fication of stermabra, was Inreased in rats at 309 times uftan exposure,
wihile no effect was observed at 216 times human exposure. A slight
post-implantation Ioss was noted at 216 times the human exposure
with no efiect neted at approximalety 135 times the human axpo-
sure. An increase in eachy rat neonatal mortality (birth o 4 days of age)
occurred at 399 times the human axposure, While surival of neonatas
wizzs unafiacted at approsdmataly 135 tmes the hman expasura, A study
in rats showed that stavuding is transfarred to the fetus through the
péacenta. The concentration in fefal fissus was approximately one-halt
the concentration | maternal plasma, There are no adequate and
wiel-controfied studies in pragnant women. Because animal reproduction
studies are not alwayz predictive of human responsa, staveding
should be used during pregnancy only if clearly needed,

Nursing Maphers

Studies inectating rats demonstrated that stavuding is excreted in milk.
Althougt it ks not known whether stavuding Is excreted in human
milk, there exists the potential for adverse effects from stavuding in
“ nursing infants, Mothers showld be instructed to discgntinue nursing
if they are receiving stavudine. This is consistent with the recom-
mendation by the 1S Public Health Sarvice Canters e Disease Gon-
trof and Prevention that HY-infected mothers not breakt-feed thairlin-
fants to avoid risking postnatal tranemission of HIV,

Padiatric Use
Use of stavuding In pediatric patients is supported by evidence from
adequate and well-controfied siudies of stavuding in-adulis-withad-
ditinnal safety data in 115 padiafric patlents and pharmacokinetic
data in 25 ot thase patients,

Stavudine pharmacokinetics have been evaluated in 25 HIV-
Infacted padiatric patients (age range: 5 wesks to 15 years, weight
range: 2 to 43 kg) atter IV and oral administration of 0,125, 0.5,
1, and 2 markg as single doses and as BID regimens. The mean
+ 5D absoluta bioavailability was 76.9 + 31.7% (n=20). Paak plas-
ma concentration uﬂn,.u &nd area under ihe plasma conceptration=
time curve (AUC) Incraased in proportion to dosa after both sin-
gle and muftiple doses.

Fallowing lntratencus it usmns% =21), the mean = 50 volume
of distribution was 185 8 o distribution of stavudine Int
cerabrospinal fiuid {CSF) Was assassed In B pediatric patients aftar
12 weeks of multiple o oral dosing. The concentration o s"avudans in
CSFsamples ranged form 0.008 10 0.1 DS g/l & times rangin
210 3 hours post-dosa (dose rangi ng5 fraom 0.12510 1 rngg.'&g% GSF
concentrations ranged from 16% to 125% (mean = SD of 5% 2 35%)
of tha:conceniration In simultangous plasma samplas.

Tha terminal alimination half-line after oral or intravenous ad-
ministration of stavudine was approximately ane hour. The mean =
8D total nuu? clearance after intravenous Infuston was 247 + 84
mL/min/me. The mean + SO apparent oral clearance was 333 = 87
mb'min/m’. The percent of the dose excreted uncharged in the urine
wag 34,5% after oral administration.

The cisarance of stavuding is Telafed 1o both bocly surface area and
body weight. When dosing acoording i bady welght, the recommandsd
rdosage for pediatric patients weighing less than 30 kp is 2 mp/kgda
In dividad doses. Pediatric patients weighing 30 kg or greater shoul
receive the recommended adult dose.

ADVERSE REACTIONS
The maior clinical toacity of ZERIT (staveding) is paripheral naurnopathy
{see "WARNINGS" saction.

Adults: Periphersl neuropathy is dose related (see Tabie 2).
Modest elevation of hepatic transaminases was aiso obsarvad com-
monly in controlied trials.

Table 2
Peripheral Neuropathy Leading to Dose Modification

%
S‘u AEEE0TT Pa'aIIaITratkP( ra.rn

-m H 0] (20 ﬂuvudlm 0 I 21.1 BID
(40 m tw D) m ) (20m }
-401 402) =5 5%?9:1
| Parlphcral Heuronalh\r
Grade 1-2 3 20 17
Grade 3-4 2 1 4 2
| Total 13 4 24 19

Selected adverse events that pccumed in aduft patients recehing ZER-
IT in the Phasa 3 controlled comparative frial (Study Al455-019) are
provided in Table 3

Table
Saleuw I:lrnlsal Adverse Events in the Phase 3 Controlied
Clinical Trials '

' Tha paratlel track program (STUDY A1455-900) treatac 12,551 HIV-in-
Tected patlents with CO4 counts <300/mm? who had failed, wera intolar-
ant of, or had contraindications o odher heragias.

"o
Adverza Events Sturdy AME5-019
ZERIT Admuding
(40 m.’g BID} {200'mg TID)
12) [n=4i07)
Headache 49
Chills/Favar 50 51
Diarrhea 50 43
Rash 40 35
Mausea and Vomiting & 44
Abdominal Pain X 27
Myalgia a2 a5
[nsnmnia 29 31
Anorexia 19 22
Allergic Reaciion k] 8
Pancreatitis . !

* This event was reportad in fewer than 1% of pahems.-
! Includes all clinical complaints.
* \edian durarion of stavuding ther "eeigweelcs median
S

duration of zidovudine therapy =

Laboratory abnommalitiesseported in the Phase 3 controlled com-
parative trial (Study Al455-019) are shown in Table 4.

Table 4
Controlled Clinical Tl'wks:a}ntidenw of Adult
Latioratory Abnormalities
o
y Study Al455-01 9‘
Lah Tests l:liEHIB a ?Dﬂ TID}
{units) 40 m: (200 m
¢ {n=H2) t :-tgﬂ
AST (560T) 11
(5.0 % LILN}
ALT (SGFT} 13 1
[=5.00% LLN)
Bilirubin 3 2 2
[»53.0 x ULN)
Angmia . 3
{=8.0 gidL)
Neutropania 5 g
{neutrophils <7S0mm)
Thrambocytopania a 3
(platelets <50,000mm’)
Amylase 14 13
(=1.4 x ULN)
* This abmrmalrt}rwas reported in fewer than 1% of patients.
3 Diata presented for patients for whom laboratary svaluations
were performed
Median duration of stavudine therapy = T2 wesks: fnediation
duration of Zidovuding tharapy = 53 weeks,
® ULN = upper limit of normal

Pediatric Patients: Adverse reactions and seriaus labaratary ab-
normalifies in pediatric Fa!i«ants were similar in type and frequen-
cyy ta thosa seen in adult patients.

OVERDOSAGE

Expariance with aduls treated with 12 to 24 times the recommanded
dailly dosags revasled no acuta txicity. Complications of chronic over-
dosage include Eefinherai neuropathy and hapatic toxicity. It is
net known whether stavuding is gliminated by peritoneal dialysis
or hemodialysis.

HOW SUFPLIED

ZERIT® (Tstewdlne} Capsules are avallabée in the following strengths
and configurations of plastlc bottles with child-resistant closures:

Table 5
’Eﬂm Capsitle | Markings or Capsule | Capsiles | ooy
Strenglh | Bhell Color | (in Black ink) | per Botils | !

15mp |Lightyelow | BMS 60 |0003-1954-01
| Gdaricred | 1964 15
20mp |Lightbrown | BMS [ 60 l0003-1965-01
| 1968 20 |
30 mg Lﬂhta’aﬂqe! BMS | 60 0003-1966-01
1968 e
1farl:c|mngn |
40mg Darkomngs|  BMS ‘ 0003-1967-01 |
1867 40

ZERIT for Oral Solution is a dya-frea ﬂuh flevorad powder that
provides 1 mg of stavudine per mL of solution upen constitufion with
water_ Directions for solution preparation are included on the prod-
uet iabel. ZERIT for Oral Solution is available in chitd-resistant con-
tainers that provide 200 mL of solution after constitubion with wa-
ter (NDG No. 0003-1868-01)

US Patent No.: 4978 855

Storage: ZERIT Capsules should be stored In tightly closed containgrs
at controlled room temperature, 59° to B6°F {15° to 30°C).

ZERIT for Dral Solution should be protected from excessive
meisture and stored in tightty closad containers at controfled raom
temperature, 58° to 86°F (15" to 30°C). After constitution, stare
tlghﬂy"t osed containers of ZERIT for Oral Solution ina rsﬁfera\ur

10 46°F (2* to 8*C). Discard any unusad portion after 20 days

BRISTOL-MYERS SQUIBE |

— Immunciogy |

@ Ef“"’-”&'ﬂr’e-sflmﬁ.l Company
Princeton, N] 08
UsSA

Fa-BO01A-10-05 Adaptad from: P4577-04
Revisad October 1986

Rates are the lowest they have been in years’
And refinancing now might save you

Lending, inc

Your BEST CHOICE FOR MORTGAGE LOANS

713-529-3730

3730 Kirby Drive Suite 904 Hduston, TX 77098

You invite the guest, and we’ll do all the rest...

s 10-2,500 Guests
® Service Personnel
» Flowers
® Box Lunches
* Luncheons, Buffeis
& Seated Dinners
» Office & Private Parties
* Wedding Receptions
» Cocktail Receptions

| F uﬂ Service Caterers

1701 California St. 713526-1800
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HOLLYFIELD CENTER OFFERING
FREE MEETING SPACE

HOUSTOMN - The recently opened
Hollyfield Conference Center is offering free
conference and meeting space to qualifying
nonprofit organizations.

Once a month, nonprofit organizations that
work 1o prevent discrimination, to secure
equal rights for gays and lesbians, or to educate

and assist with HIV/AIDS treatment can apply
for one of two free conference rooms.
Crganizations meeting these requirements
can alse register for rooms at a reduced rate
after the initial free usage.

The 3.000-5quare-foot conference center,
which cpened on |une 7, is located at 2700
Albany in a historic three-story building. {s
also decorated by a 2,000 square-foot garden

for outdoor activities.

“When peaple come to see the center,
they know that this is a nice place, And the
gay and lesbian community deserves to meet
in a nice and safe facility," said Alan Cranfill,
executive director for the Hollyfield
Foundation,

At its grand opening celebration, the
Hollyfield Foundation greeted nearly 300
quests, including Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee, City Council member Annise
Parker, and City Controller Sylvia Garcia.
Cranfill invites people to visit the center for
individual or group tours,

The center was designed to fulfill the
needs of the community, Cranfill said. The
foundation distributed a needs assessment
survey to local organizations and foundation
members to determine exactly what the
community needed. Most organizations
responded that they needed affordable
meeting and conference space. The
foundation teamed with the Elliott H.
Matthews Foundation to renovate the building
which now houses the center.

Organizations that have
orare currently registered to
use the ‘center include
GoldPAC, a gay and lesbian
palitical action committee;
Sisters; and An Uncommon
Legacy, Cranfill said other
organizations continue to
register for space.

“"We're gquickly starting to
book for the next couple of
months, and that's a good
sign,” he added

Cranfill sges  some
comparisen in size between

{I-r} Dalton Dehart, Sylvia Garcia, Larry Lingle, Sheila Jackson Lee, and the foundation's facility and
Annise Parker al the grand opening of the Hollyfield Conference Center,

the new Lesbian and Gay
Community Center, but quickly adds their
purposes are different

“[The community center] is more of a
place for pecple to get information, to find
things out, and we're more of a place Lo
meet and hold meetings. And certainly if
people come to us and we can't help them,
direct them to the center. Both

we would
organizations seem to be very open to that,"
he said.

To register for a room or to schedule a
taur, call Cranfill at 713/523-6%00.

OPEN FORUM TO ADDRESS
NEW HIV TREATMENTS

HOUSTOM - With the recent advances in
HIV treatment and the growing number of
medications, physicians and patients are facing
more complicated decisions about proper
treatments. To combat the confusion, the
Center for AIDS and AmFAR are sponsoring an
open community forum about HIV treatments
on July 16.

MNational and local AIDS experts will discuss
new HlV-treatment information obtaned frem
the recent international conference on AIDS in
Geneva, Switzerland. The forum, titled " The
Geneva Update," will be held at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel located at 2222 West Loop South
from 7-9 p.m.

Topics at the forum will include potential
HIV vaccines and state-of-the-art antiretroviral
therapy., including new combinations of
medication. ‘At the conference, the HIV
treatments were assessed:for their safety and
éffectiveness by medical professianals from
throughout the world.

Featured speakers include Calvin Cohen,
M.D., of the Community Research Initiative of
MNew England, Boston; Theo Smart, editor of
AmFAR Clinical Trials Directory, New York, and
|laseph C. Gathe jr, M.D., Houston. The forum
is co-sponsored by the Mantrose Clinic,
Amigas Volunteers in Educatien and Service
and WAM, Inc.

PWA COALITION PROVIDES
EMERGENCY FUNDS
HOUSTON - The PWA Coalition wgs
awarded funding by Harris County
financial assistance to pegple with HI

Through the coaliion's Direct Emergency
Assistance Fund, people with HIV/AIDS can
apply for a maximum of $500 to f
rent or utility bills. Applicants: mu

specific income requirements ar

they have a valuable need. Funds
be used ance a year

“We' assess if a3 person qua
mdividual basis” said Do
spokespersan for PAWA Coalition, “Sor
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We're involved in the
most important game of
hide and seek ever.

Roxane Laboratories recognizes that there are many challenges to the

battle against HIV/AIDS and we are committed to doing our part through

research and education.

Roxane is headquartered in Columbus, Ohio where we manufacture a broad

range of pharmaceuticals. These products include an antiretroviral for HIV/

AIDS, analgesics for pain asseciated with AIDS & Cancer, an anti-nauseant for

cancer chemotherapy, and an appetite stimulant for AIDS. Roxane Laboratories

is & sister company of Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Www.roxane.com

For more information call 1-800-848-0120

.

COPY CENTER
COMPUTERS
INTERNET BAR

Xerox DocuTech Copies
Canon Color Copies
Mac & PC Rental
Binding & Finishing
Canon Color Qutput
Oversize Color Plotting
Posters & Banners -
On-Line Internet Bar

Free Pick-Up & Delivery

1201 Westheimer
713/528-1201
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TRAVEL THE WORLD

Phone: 713.682.4972
JIM JADLOSKI

INDIVIDUALIZED,QUALITYTRAVELSERVICE
ADVENTURE & GAY TOUR SPECIALIST

San Francsico Package
3 Nights, Wed-Sat: from $445 pp/dbl.
Air, Hotel, Taxes & Transfers
New Orleans Southern Decadence
3 MNights, September 4-7, from $419 pp/dhl.
Air, Royal Sonesta Hotel, Taxes & Transfers
Montana by Rail & Yellowstone Park:

Gays & Friends: July 18-25, $1,650 + air
Escorted Train, Boat Cruise & Walking Tour
Hotel, 6 Breakfasts, 4 lunches & 4 Dinners

Member IGLTA: prices subject to change & to availability

# R

ana] Bnefs

continued from page 16

repart to receive funding. After an approval, the coalition has two days
to issue a check,

“If a client comes in and we can't help them, we will refer them to
anather organization that can," said Lomeli,"There are some people who
need more continuous help, and that's not something we can do.”

The funds were awarded through the Ryan White Title |, and are

vailable to residents in Harris, Montgomery, Fort Bend, Waller,
Chambers, and Liberty counties.

To make an appointment with an intake staff member, contact Lomeli
at 713/919-0312 ar Bell Crain at 713/522-5428. Residents outside of
Houston should call B00/999-0325.

LOG CABIN SUPPORTERS RALLY FOR LIBERTY

FORT WORTH - A clear line has been drawn between the
Republican Party and a gay political group, the Log Cabin Republicans
of Texas (LCRT).

Barred from the party's state convention, about 100 supporters and
delegates staged a "Rally for Liberty”’ on June 13 just outside the hall
where the GOP convention was being held. The controversy began
when the group was denied a booth at the convention.

The protesters were confronted by extreme religious conservatives
who held up placards with anti-gay slurs and shouted out attacks while
the rally toock place. Some counter-demonstrators jumped on stage
screaming derogatory epithets while Log Cabin members were
speaking.

2 )
* Five Classic-Period Styles of the Finest Quality *
* Located on a Prestigious Heights Street ¢
* From 3500 to 4000 Square Feet »
* Priced From the Mid 300s ¢
e 2 = BRYANK.
726 Heights Blvd. 7‘3/880 1400 rce7iysiaco HER Wi ) IAMS
SASEY A SN s v S iR A ERA® HOME BROKERS
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screaming derogatory epithets while Log
Cabin members were speaking.

But the demonstration also challenged the
issues of a greater inner-party war between
moderate Republicans and Republicans who
pander to the far right.

During his speech, Richard Tafel, executive
director of the MNational Log Cabin
Republicans, said, "They may have people here
to shout us down, but we will win because
our cause I5 just, because a movement
founded on honesty and love and a
movement for the voiceless cannot be
defeated,

"We must never forget that moral force
will beat the numeric forces every time,” he
added.

Log Cabin members also directed their
anger and frustration to state party's
spokesman, Robert Black, who compared the
group to the Ku Klux Klan and pedophiles
when he announced that the party was
denying the group a booth. His name calling
was quickly condemned by Log Cabin State

President Steve Labinski and Gov. George W,
Bush.

Labinski held a press conference at the
state capitol in Austin, calling on Gov, Bush to
speak out against Black's comments. Through
a spokeswoman the governor said gays and
lesbians deserve to be “treated with dignity

gramstamt*?ss.smf&_&’;m

abor Day!

e

and respect.” He urged all Republicans to
focus on "a common goal of electing
Republicans party's]
conservative philosophy.”

Several party leaders showed their
support for LCRT through statements read at
the rally. They included openly gay Rep. Jim
Kolbe of Arizena; Rep. Connie Morella of
Maryland; Rep. ‘Christopher Shays of
Connecticut; and Rep. Brian Bilbray of
California.

Rep. Jim Greenwood of Pennsylvania alsc

based on [the

. expressed his suppart in a statement that

read, " The strength of the Republican Party
and our democratic system of gavernment
lies in our diversity of opinion and our
tolerance for those with experiences and
views different from our own.”

LCRT was denied booth space in 1996 as
well. Log Cabin sued, but the Texas Supreme
Court ruled that the Republican Party was a
private organization, therefore, allowing it to
exclude any group it chooses, Tafel said this
year's protest is"a wake-up call” to the party's
senior leadership that LCRT will not tolerate
any injustice.

“This is only the beginning for Lag Cabin in
Texas, and it's a warning to Republicans
everywhere that those who pander to the far
right will pay a price from inside the
Republican Party" Tafel added.

D e

CREDIT UNION PROJECT
NEEDS SURVEYS

Since there are no existing credit Unian
services for the city's gay and lesbian
community, Cheryl Merritt has decided to
organize one, With 12 years of credit union
experience, she is heading the Credit Union
Project.

The project is Merritt’s sole effort to create
a credit union that serves as the primary
financial institution for members, volunteers,
and employees of nonprofit organizations in
the gay and lesbian community.

“This is a tool for empowerment. We need
to gain wvisibility, help each other” said Merritt.
"We can pool our money together and give
back to the community,”’

According to Texas Credit Union League
suidelines, Merritt must first establish if there is
a need for credit unign services In the
community. She is distributing a survey to
determine the community's interest and
support of a credit union in the area.

“So far there's been a very good respanse
but | still need more surveys,” said Merritt
former assistant manger of Houston
Assaciation of Realtors Credit Union.

To fill out a survey or for more information
about the project, contact Merritt at 713/523-

4510, or @ wisit ‘her MWeb site  at

www.creditunionproject. saimin.net,
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THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
DIVISION OF CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION
PRESENTS A LIVE INTERACTIVE

VIDEO TELECONFERENCE

(UPDATES FROM THE—\

12th
WORLD

Al DS

&CONFERENCEJ

THURSDAY, JULY 9, 1998

The Program Will Be Broadcast Live From
New York to 15 Cities Nationwide

Hyatt Regency ;
1200 Louisiana Street
Houston, Texas

Tel.: (713) 654-1234

5:30 pM-5:45 P
7:15 Pm—8:30 em
Seating begins 1/2 howr before each update.

Light refreshments served during this time.
No fee to attend.

Community Update:
Professional Update:

e PURBOSE . . e i ]
The purpose of this program is to provide an update
on the 12th World AIDS Conference in Geneva to
medical providers, allied healthcare professionals,
and people affected by HIV. This program will include
information on recent developments in the under-
standing of HIV pathogenesis; current strategies for
the use of antiretroviral therapy; new data on viral
dynamics, drug resistance, and immune reconstitu-
tion; and current concepts in the prophylaxis and
treatment of opportunistic infections.

NEOKMATION
Please let us know if you plan to attend (you don't
have to leave your name).

For further program information
Call toll free: (877) 2016742
9:00 am-5:30 Pm
Eastern time, Monday through Friday

E-mail: whcme@41mad.com

THIS PROGRAM IS SUPPORTED THROUGH AN UNRESTRICTED EDUCATIONAL
GRANT FROM GLAXO WELLCOME AND iS PRODUCED BY WORLD HEALTH CME
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No More Room
in the Big Tent

by Daryl Moore

any gay Republicans (my “OutRight” counterpart, Mr.

Dale Carpenter, included), continue to assure us gays

and lesbians that our political future lies within the
Republican Party. Both the words and deeds, however, of the
Republican leadership of late, reflect that when it comes to gays
and lesbians, there really is no more room in the Republican’s
“Big Tent.”

Within the last few weeks, alone, the Republican majority
leader of the United States Senate went on national television
comparing homosexuality to kleptomania. Our congressman,
Dick Armey (R-Texas), supported him. And the Texas
Republican Party convened in Fort Worth for its semi-annual
political hate-fest in which it shut out the Log Cabin Republicans,
again, and then justified doing so by comparing them to the Ku
Klux Klan.

Nevertheless, hope springs eternal. So, when moderate
Republicans pitch their party, with the promise that “the party of
Lincoln” includes us, I would like to believe them. But, when I
pulled up the Republican Party platform to see whether the
moderates have a basis for their promise, it became instantly
apparent. They don't.

To those who are tempted by the Republican mantra that
there’s plenty of room in the Republican’s “Big Tent,” consider
the following language, taken directly from the Republican Party
platform, before you check in.

Homaosexuality

“The Republican Party of Texas believes that the practice
of sodomy, which is illegal in Texas, tears at the fabric of
society, contributes to the breakdown of the family unit, and
leads to the spread of dangerous, communicable diseases.
Homosexual behavior is contrary to the fundamental,
unchanging truths that have been ordained by God,
recognized by our country’s founders, and shared by the
majority of Texans. Accordingly, homosexuality should not be
presented as an acceptable and alternative lifestyle tn our
public policy. We are opposed to any granting of special legal
. entitlements, recognition, or privileges
including, but not limited to, marriage between
persons of the same sex, custody or adoption of

continued on page 22

Daryl Moore is a lawyer in Houston. He has a
general practice and ts board certified in civil
appellate law.
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The Myth of a
Gay Civil Rights

by Dale Carpenter

s there a gay civil rights movement?

Two months ago on this page, I criticized the Lesbian/Gay

Rights Lobby of Texas, and by implication other gay political
groups, for wasting our resources on liberal political battles that
have nothing directly to do with gay civil rights, I argued that, in
an age of Republican-dominated state politics, it was
counterproductive to identify our movement with non-gay issues
favored by liberals.

Last month, Houston City Councilmember Annise Parker
challenged parts of my analysis in a thoughtful letter to the
editor of this magazine, Parker responded that, although some
liberal causes are clearly outside the realm of gay civil rights,
others “are central to core tenets of our movement.” Parker
argued, for example, that belief in a right to privacy is a natural
“core tenet” of the gay civil rights movement, which seeks to
protect the individual’s “intimate personal decision” of whom to
love. She defended gay groups' focus on abortion rights as an
analogous defense of a woman’s “intimate personal decision™ of
whether to bear a child. Parker’s general approach dominates
most gay political circles. I believe it is also flawed at every step
and has crystallized my conviction that the idea of a single gay
movement is a myth.

The structure of Parker's argument is this; (1) a belief in gay
civil rights necessarily entails a commitment to a set of more
abstract principles, or as Parker puts it, “core tenets” (e.g., a
right to privacy); (2) from each of these core tenets, a series of
policy preferences naturally flows (e.g., if you believe in a right
to privacy you must support abortion rights); and (3) it is proper
and even necessary for gay political groups to fight for these
liberal “non-gay” policy preferences in order to build coalitions
by which other progressive groups will support us on purely gay
Cduses.,

Lel's take Parker's analysis one step at a time, First, 1 share
Parker’s view that a good gay civil libertarian will embrace some
“core tenets” more abstract than a narrow belief in gay equality.
GGay civil rights makes little sense as an isolated dot on a page.
Where people often differ is on the important question of what
those “core tenets” are and how they should be
continuwed on page 23

Dale Carpenter, a Houston attorney, isa
Republican precinct chairman and a national

vrews expressed in this column are his own and
do not necessarily reflect the views of Log Cabin
or any of its members.
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continued from page 20

children, spousal (partner) insurance
or retivement benefits. We also believe
that no homesexual or any individual
convicted of child abuse or molestation
should have the right to custody or
adoption of a minor child, and that
visitation with minor children by such
persons should be limited to supervised
periods.”

ﬁ re we not to take offense that the
epublican Party has deemed our
orientation responsible for society's ills,
the breakdown of the family, and the
spread of disease? Should we not take it
personally that in the tent to which we
have just been formally invited, we will be
sharing space with child abusers and
pedophiles? And, for those of us who are
gay or lesbian parents, are we to be happy
that although we won't get to have
custody of our children, we will get to
spend time with them—if someone is
watching?
Before anyone disregards the
Republican invitation as insincere, or too

R

hastily concludes that our future might
not lie within the Republican Party, let's
look at the Democratic Party platform for
a comparisorn.

Well, first, there is no sub-heading in
the Democratic platform called
“Homosexuality.” How depressing, we've
become so blasé in the Democratic Party
that we don't even merit our own section.
Instead, we're relegated to a section
called “Civil and Voting Rights.” And, it
doesn’t even really address us any
differently than it does others. It simply
states that “Full protection under the law
is a bedrock of the Democratic Party,
reflecting our core values of opportunity
and fairness. To that end, we pledge to
ensure that all Texans, without regard to
race, gender, sexual orientation, ethnic
or national origin.. .are protected from
discrimination.” How offensive. No
reference to pedophilia, the breakdown
of the American family, or an edict that
we tender our kids to some non-gay/non-
leshian parents to raise.

Well, compared with what the
Democrats are offering, that Republican

e —————————

invitation is mighty tempting. And, maybe
Mr. Carpenter and his fellow Republicans
are right. Maybe our future really does lie
in the Republican Party.

Indeed, in light of the open arms with
which I am being recruited; knowing 1
have so little at stake; and faced with an
offer that Trent Lott could be my party
spokesperson the next time he likens me
to a kleptomaniac, I may have to rethink
my democratic credentials.

Maybe I'll give up my position as
democratic precinct chair for precinct
0053 in the Heights. Maybe I'll start
voting in the Republican primary and
going to Republican precinct conventions
so I can surround myself with folks who
are convinced that [ am personally
responsible for society’s ills. Maybe ['ll
endorse, give money to, and openly
campaign for the Trent Lotts of the world.

Yeah, right. And maybe George Bush
Jr. will have the intestinal forfitude to
repudiate his party’s platform on gay and
lesbian issues while he's running for
reelection, and possibly for the
presidency. Maybe Phil Gramm will
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quality bealth care to
Houston’s lesbian and gay community.
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spansor a “National Gay Day” and fly the
diversity flag at his office. And maybe the
Southern Baptists’ Convention will hold
its next meeting at DisneyWorld.

In the meantime, I plan on pitching
my tent with the Democrats. Because, as
a gay man, all [ ever wanted from any

S

party was the promise of equal rights
under the law. That concept, however,
tears at the very fabric of the
Republican's “Big Tent.” So, although I
almost never pass up a party, the
Republican Party is one I can do without,
or that can do without me. *

u“tnight continued from page 21

applied in policy terms. The truth is that
gay civil libertarians arrive at a
commitment to gay equality through a
wide variety of experiences and belief
systems. Parker, for example, thinks one
“core tenet” of the gay civil rights
movement is belief in the right to privacy
(and thus we should support abortion
rights).-Many people think the broader
principle at stake is sexual freedom (and
thus we should eliminate age of consent
laws). Others think that the larger
principle is the rejection of traditional
gender roles (and thus we are really a
“transgendered” movement).

To many gay conservatives like me,
gay civil rights makes sense only as an

extension of a larger commitment to
individual autonomy against the intrusion
of coercive government. Government has
been the legal instrument of anti-gay
social stigma. It has both reflected and
reinforced anti-gay bias in our culture. A
commitment to individual autonomy
against state intrusion certainly includes
some notion of a right to “privacy,” but it
also entails a good many other things: a
belief in strictly limited government,
economic freedom, less regulation on
business, low taxes, opposition to
government preferences based on race,
and the like. (Tt might also mean support
for abortion rights, depending on how
one weighs competing values, such as

the right to life.) In fact, I could
characterize this individual autonomy
“core tenet” of the gay civil rights
movement in such a way that it would
oppose many policy preferences of gay
liberals and thus define out of the gay
movement much of the gay left. That is,
in fact, what the gay left does to gay
conservatives when it calls gay
Republicans “oxymorons” and dismisses
us as assimilationists. In truth, it appears
that the only commitment gay civil rights
advocates share is our commitment to
equality for gays. Beyvond that,
everything—and I mean everything—is
up for grabs.

The second step in Parker's argument
is even more dubious. Suppose we could
agree on a set of “core tenets” for our
movement. Would that solve the question
of what policy preferences we, as a
movement, should have on non-gay issues?
Hardly. Policy preferences are the product
of a complex weighing of a number of core
tenets that often conflict. Abortion is a
perfect example of this. Parker thinks that

continued on page 77

Qur customers
have a right to
the best 1-on-1
fitness instruction
by trainers who

Our customers
have the right to
a pleasurable
exercise
experience.

are not only sin-
cere, experienced,
and motivating
but nationally
certified and
college degreed.

CUSTOMER R 1

We are committed to helping our customers meet and exceed their fitness objectives.

G HTS

Our customers
have a right to
state-of-the-art
fitness equipment
in a clean,
private and
non-intimidating
facility.

Qur customers
have a right to
our commitment
to their success.

Qur customers
have a right to
quality customer
service with the
highest of
integrity, honesty,
and satisfaction.

4316 Yupon
Houston, Texas 77006

713.523.5330

MUSCLE"
MECHANICS

OutSmart LEY 1998 23




s a d‘a iy i&a]lengu that
tak

u've got.

advanzge  and experienc Remember to

ask your doctor
about CRIXIVAN.

oup of patients. receiving
VAN along with 3‘?‘&: ‘

CRIXIVAN

indinavir sulfate)

w<“ JSLHES

la————in

Going the distance.




Piease read this information before you start taking CRIXIVAN. Also, you should read the information inchuded with CRIGVAN each time you receive your prescription, just in case anything has changed.
Remember, this information does not take the place of careful discussions with your doctor, You and your doctor should discuss CRIMVAN when you start faking your medication and at regular checkups.
YYou should remain under & doctor's care when Using CRIXVAN and should not change or stop reatment without first talking with your doctor,

What is CRIXIVAN?
CRIXIVAN is an oral capsule used for the treatment of HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus).
HIV is the virus that causes AlDS (acquired immune deficiency syndrome). CRIXVAN is a type of HIV
drug called a protease (PRO-tee-ase) inhibitor,

How does CRIXWVAN work?
CRIXIVAN is a protease inhibitor that fights HIV. CRIXIVAN can help reduce your chances of gefting
linesses asscciated with HY. CRIXIVAN can also help lower the amount of HIV in your body (called *viral
lozd"y-and raise your CO4 (T) call count. CRIXIVAN may not have these effects in all patients
CRIXIVAN s usually prescribed with other ant-HIV drugs such as ZDV (also called £2T), 31T, ddl, ddC, or
4T, CROGUAM warks differenty from these other anti-HIV drugs. Talk with your ooctor about how you should
take GRIXVAN
CREVAN has been studied in adults. The satety and etfectiveness of CRISVAN m.chidren and adolestents
have not bean estabished,

How should | take CRIXIVAN?

There are six important things you must do to help you benefit trom CROAVAN:

1. Take CRISVAN capsules every day as prescribed by your doctor. Confinue talerg CRISVAN unless your
doctor teds you bo stop. Take the exact amount of CREXIVAN that your doctor telis you 1o take, right from the very
start, To halp maks sure you will benedit from CRIMVAN, you must nat skip doses or fake *dieg holdays ©
Iy ddon't take CRXIVAN a5 prescried, the activity of CRIIVAN may be redued idue 10 resistance).

Take CRIXIVAN capsules every 8 hours around the clock, every dap. 1 may be easer

to remember to take CRIKIVAN if you take # at the same time every day. I you hawe questions about when

to take CHIXIVAN, your doctor of health care provider can help you decide what scheduls
works: for yoL,

3 M you miss a dose by more than 2 hours, wait and then take the next dose at the regularly
scheduled time. However, I you miss & dose by less than 2 hours, take your missad dose imme distely
Ther take wour nest dose At the reguiary scheduled fime. Do not take more or less than your prescribed
dose of CRIXIVAN at any one time.

4, Take CRIXVAN with water, You can also take CREOVAM with other beverages such a3 gam or non-fag milk,
juice_ coffee, of tea

5. Ideally, take each dose of CRIXVAN without food but with water at least one hour before or two

hours after a meal, Or you can take CRIIVAN with a lioht meal. Bxamples of light meals include

- dry toast with jelly, puice, and cottes (with skam or non-fat milk and swegar if you want)
- coen fiakes with skim or noo-fat milk and sugar

Do miot take CRIXIVAN at the same time as any meals that are high in calories, fat, and protein

[for exampie — a bacon and egg breakfast). When taken at the same time as CROIVAN, thess Toods can

interfere with CRIIVAN being absorbed inte your bioodstream and may lessen its effect.

Itis critical that you drink at least six 8-ounce glasses of liguid (preferably water) throughout

the day, every day. CRIXIVAM can cause kidney stones, Having enough fluids in your body should

help reduce the chances of forming a kidney stone. Call your dactor or other health care provider if
you develop kidney paing (mddhe to lower stomach or back pain| or biood in the uning

Does CRIXIVAN cure HIV or AIDS?

CRIMNVAN & nota cura for HIV or AIDS. People taking CRIVAM mey SUll develop infections or other conditions

associated with HIV. Because of this, it ks very impartant for you fe remain under the care of a doctor. Mlhough

CRIXIVAN is not & cure for HV or AIDS, CRIXIVAN can heip reduce your chances of getting ilnesses, inciud-

ing death, assocsated with HIV. CRIXVAN may not have these affects i all patients

Does CRIXIVAN reduce the risk of passing HIV to others?

CRIKIVAN has not been shown to reduce the rigk of passing HV o others through sexual contact o blood

COnanminelion.

Who should not take CRIXIVAN?

Do not 1ake CRIXIWAMN i you have had a serious allergic resction W CRIXIVAN of any of its components

What other medical problems or conditions should | discuss with my doctor?
Talk o your doctar (f
w You are pregnant or If you become pregnant while you are faking CRIXVAN, We do not yet know hiow
CRIKNAN affects pregnant women or their developing babies.
m You are breast-feeding. You should stop breast-feeding i you are taking CROIVAN
Also talk 10 your doctar iF you have:
w Probéemss with your [iver, especially if you have mild or moderate liver disease Caused Dy cirhosis
w Probems with your kidneys.
u Digbates
w Hemophilia
Tell your docior-about sy medicines you are tzking or plan fo take. includicg non-prescription medicines.
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This medicafion is prescribed for a parficular condition. Do not vse if for any other condition or give it fo anybody efse. Keep CRIXIVAN and all meaicines

How should I store CRIXIVAN capsules?

Can CRIXIVAN be taken with other medications ?**

Drugs you should not take with CRIXIVAMN:
SELDANE" ferfenading) HISMAMAL® (astemizole)
VERSED™ (midazolam) HALCION® (triazolam])
PROPULSID® (cisapride) Ergot medications (.., Wigraine and Cafergot )
Taking CRIXIVAN with the above medications could result in serious of lite-threatening protiems
{5uch &5 imeqular heartheat or encessive sleepiness).
In addition, you showld not take CRIXIVAN with rifampin, known as RIFADIN, BIFAMATE | RIFATER |
o RIMACTANE™.
Drugs you can take with CRIXIVAN include:
RETROVIR® (zidovuding, ZDV also called AZT) BIAXIN® (clarithromycin)

j et isoriazid (INH)
ORTHO-NOVUM 1/35° [oval contraceplive)
ZERIT (stavudine, daT)

DIFLUCAN" {Huconazole)

EPVIR™ {lamivuding, 3TC)

BACTRIM"/SEFTRA” (trimethopnmisulfamethoxazole)
VIDEX (didancsing, dol) — If you Lake CRIGVAN with VIDEX | take them at deast one hour apart
MYCOBUTIN® (rifaouting — If you take CRUKIVAN with MYCOBLITIN, your doctor may adjust both

the dose af MYCOBUTIN and the dose of CRIXVAN.

NIZORAL" (etoconazole) — i you take CRIXVAN wih MZCRAL , your doctor may acisst the tose of CRRJVAN,
Talk to your doctor about any medications you are taking.

What are the possible side effecis of EHWIMN?

g pifects. The following is not @ complele list of
sife etlects n,um'eu weith CRIAVAN when taken erber alone o with other anti-HiV drugs. Do not ey on this
page alone for information about side effects. Your doclor can discuss with you a more complets list of side
effects.

Some patients treated with CRIXIVAN developed kidney stones. In some of these patients this led to
more severe kidney problems, including kidney failure or inflammation of the kidneys. Drinking at
least six B-ounce glasses of liquid (preferably water) each day should help reduce the chances of form-
ing a kidney stone, Call your doctor or ofher heatth care provider if you develop Kadney pains (middle o
lower stomach or back pain o blood in the urine. |

Some patients treated with CRIXVAN have had rapid breakdown of red tlood cells (hemolyiic anemia) which
in s0me cases was severs of resulled in death

Some pabients treated with CRITVAN have had liver problems including liver failure and death. Some patients
had other ilnesses or were tking ather drugs. It is uncenain if CRIXVAN causad these iver problems,
Diabetes and high blcod sugar (hyperglyeemia) have occumed in patients faking proteass inhibelors. I sore
of these patients, (his fed to ketoacidosrs, a sefious condition ¢aused by poory controlled bload sugar. Some
patients had diabetes betore starting profease inhibiters. others did nol. Some patients raguired adjusiments
to thewr diabetes medication. ihers needed new diabetes medication,

|7 some patients with hemaphilia, increased bleeding has been reparted.

Clinecat Studies
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may develop yellowing of the skin andfor eyes. oy
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Swolien kidneys due 16 blocked unine flow ocourred rarely.
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chasge in skin color: severe skin reactions, hair loss; crystais in

the urine; and allzmgic reaclions.

Tell your dector promptly about these or any oher unusual sympLoms.
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» Feep CRIXVAN capsules in the batlle they came in &nd 8t room
temperature (S9°F-86°F).

u Keep CRINVAN capsules dry by leaving the small desiccant
“pifiow” in the bottle. Keep the bottle closed

out-of the reach of children. If you suspect that morg than the prescribed dose of this medicing has been taken, contact your focal peison conlrel center

oF gamergency room fmmediately.

Triis provitkas @ sumimsany of Efarnation abouwl WIUAN 1 your have any ouestions of concems amu' efher CREVAN ar HIY, falk i your doclor

ek of MERCE & CO.. Inc. mprUIIQMEHCKa"I'.I o, 1966 AN righls s
Zahits BEtRd A6 1he registarnd Iradarrarks of ther nespactie meners and are not radesiars of Meced G e

€9 MERCK

'F—'ng

1008 Merck & Co. Inc. AN nghts reserved. G- 1431 {7) (305)-CRx

el s

Capsuies

RIXIVAN

gl

s i

Iin With Nature

The Organic Retail Store

Compost, Garden Mix, Potting Soil & Fertilizers
from Garden-Ville, Maestro*Gro and Rabbit Hill Farms

* Earthworms & Castings
* Organic & Untreated Seeds
» Native Plants

912 W. 11th Street

In the Houston Heights
(713) 869-8245

Tues-Fri: 9-5 e Sat; 9-4

Natur¢

Helpers

The Organic Landscape Company

780-8000

“BEST PRICES IN THE COUNTRY”

We Guarantee It!

780-8000

= Starter Kill

= Parking Light Flash
* Valet Swilch

+ Door Protection

* LED Flasher

* Super Lowd Hom
+ Panic Button

+ Gustom Installed

VEHICLE SECURITY
* Free Backup Battery
* Free Magnetic Shock Sensor « intusion Alert Memaory

= Free Mation Sensor

+ 2 Remote Transmil

Best
Tint *Rated #1 Tint Shop in Houston
wrzoocien [Wade  for Clean Work and Quality Service!
FREE Tint Sealant FREE Tint Enhancer
FREE Micro Edging FREE Scratch Resistance

ALL TINT JOBS ARE BUBBLE FREE

* Arfliscan Technalogy
* Passive or Active Arming

* 2 Stage Disarm
* Aulomatic Reasm

What ¢ Deal!

59999

INSTALLED

ters

"ALL CARS

Prestige

* Starter Kill = Vabet Override
* Flashing LED

= All Doors Protected

+ 2 Remote Transmithers $
+ Remote Panic Button

+ Antl-scan Technology

* Motian Sensor, Towing Sensor

* & Tone Siren * Made in USA
= Passwe or Actve Arming
* intrusion Alert Memory

» Electromagnetic Shock Sensor  » 2 Stage Disarm

* Flashirg Parking Lights
* 2 Button Channe! Remate
» Code Learning Remates

FOG LIGHTS from $49.95
BLUE HEADLIGHTS each $19.95
HEADLIGHT OR TAILLIGHT COVERS $59.95
CAR STEREOS from $89.95
HIGH POWER 200 WATT AMP $129.95
GOLD PLATING Starting at $139.95
WOOD GRAIN DASH KITS Starting at $225.00
FRONT & REAR BRUSHGUARDS installed  $575.00

spoucrss 1 9Q, 95

Executive Motoring Boutique

Platinum

This month enly

119

INSTALLED

Lifetime
Warranty

= Chinp Eliminate
* hutomatic Rearm
White Suppofies Last

2823 Hilleroft

chmond & W,

713-780-8000

mer on Hillcroft

WHY SL-:T.;’.EE FCJ'R LE.SS THAN THE BEST!

VPS PL US

Auto Security

+ Aashing Parking Lights
+ Intrusion Alert Memary
* Panéc Buttan

* Starter Hill

» Valet Switch

* 2 Remote Transmitters
» All Doors Protected + Passive o Active Arming
» 130 Declbal Siren * Anti-Scan Technalogy

+ Magnetic Shock Sensor  + Code Leaming Remates

This month enly

$ 13995

INSTALLED

DEI'S
SIDEWINDER 2525

* 2 Three Channel Remates

== 179

* Remote Valet
INSTALLED

* Slient Arming,

* Stingar™ &Tone Siren
* Failsafed Starter Kill
+ Door Protection

* Parfang L ‘ghh FRash

b e TOP OF
THE LINE

= Custom ns[alla{l
» Much more

OutSmart  JULY 1998 27




R L B e e b e e i s S L R rmmmmmtmug&

R

R B R T

28 |ULY 1998 OutSmart

R e e e

e L e e R e e e e e e e R

SRR

S

PR T

AR % R

Landlord Legalities

by Debra E. Hunt

n one of my previous articles [ discussed many of the rights
that residential tenants have in Texas. This month I focus on
some of the rights landlords have.

If you were to sit down and read Texas Property Code
sections governing landlords and tenants, it would be easy to
presume that landlords have few rights and many
responsibilities. Indeed, the code is written from a reactionary
point of view to protect tenants against evil acts of landlords. It
really says little about the rights that a landlord has when
operating rental property.

For instance, the code says nothing about the amount of rent
that may be charged for a particular leasehold. Landlords are
free to set the rent amount at whatever a tenant is willing to pay.
Except for restrictions imposed by a written lease agreement, a
landlord is not prevented from changing the amount of rent at
the end of the lease period. Likewise, there is no prohibition
against charging a separate fee for late rental payments, and
there is no restriction on how much that fee can be.

In a lease agreement a landlord may reasonably restrict a
tenant’s use of the property, and can set conditions for
terminating the lease for behavior other than just nonpayment of
rent. In screening prospective tenants a landlord may ask for
credit references and income verification. A landlord can keep
pets off the property or charge an extra pet deposit, can require
the tenant to pay some or all utilities, and can restrict the
number of occupants of the premises and/or the number of
vehicles parked on the premises.

The Property Code does outline a few rights extended to
landlords, so it is not entirely one-sided. Here are some
examples of what landlords can do per the code:

= A landlord may accept cash payments of rent as long as
receipts are given to tenants and the landlord keeps a log of all
payments,

» A residential landlord may terminate any lease if the tenant is
convicted of public indecency and the tenant has exhausted all
appeal efforts of the conviction.

» A landlord has the right to lock out a tenant who is delinquent
on paying rent. In order to do this the landlord must give the
tenant at least five-days mailed or three-days hand-delivered
notice of the intent to do so, and the landlord or an agent of

R S e e

the landlord must remain available for
several days after a lockout to give the
tenant a key and accept delinquent rent.

» Alandlord has the right to inspect and
enter the leased premises at reasonable
hours in order to make repairs.
Likewise, a landlord has the right to
receive reasonable notice from a tenant
of the need for repairs and a reasonable
time (presumed to be seven days if not
an emergency) in which to make such
repairs.

e In addition to charging rent, a landlord
has the right to require a tenant to pay a
security deposit. A landlord may apply
the security depaosit against damages
and charges outlined in the lease, but
not for normal wear and tear. In order to
retain part or all of the security deposit,
however, the landlord must give the
tenant a written account of expenses
applied against the security deposit.

¢ A landlord may obtain a judgment
against a defaulting tenant who
withholds payment of the last month’s
rent in lieu of the security deposit in an
amount equal to three times the
wrongfully withheld rent plus attorney’s
fees.

Ithough a landlord may lease
property to a tenant for less than
ne year without a written lease

agreement, most prudent landlords will
obtain some sort of written agreement so
that the rights of both parties are
understood and agreed to in advance.
Several types of form leases may be
obtained from attorneys or real estate
associations.

The restrictions and responsibilities
that the law places on landlords focus
primarily on ensuring tenant health and
safety. Overall, landlords in Texas have
much more freedom in setting specific
terms of lease agreements than do
landlords in several other states.

Debra E. Hunt is a partner at Moore &
Hunt, a lesbian ! feminist law firm based
in Houston. Debbie concentrates on
issues important to the gay and lesbian
community, including personal and
estate planning, relationship dissolution
disputes, real estate and contract
problems, and business organization for
profit and not-for-profit entities,

& We are ready to help i
open the door to

your new home.

Keith Russell Tonya Grant
713/761-2357 713/908-8908

Point Mortgage Corporation
Three Riverway, Suite 525 * Houstfon, Texas 77056 )

R.]. Soules
ALTERNATIVE MUSIC

The hilarious comedy where you, the audience, sit side by side
with the characters at the bar.

Little
| _Rc;i_jM

. THEATER

(Left to right): Scotér, the lesbian bartender; Penny, the 16-year-old with the ph.t.}m,r
ID: Matt, the bisexual on a mission to get laid; Margo the beauty queen; Al, the
angry young faggot poet; Todd, the straight man with the kinky secret.
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thia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

FOR THE PARFORMIME AETE

/#Crgmnoﬁ omen in _Music | —

MAIN STAGE PERFORMANCES START AT 5:30 PM

SARAH McLACHLAN
NATALIE MERCHANT
BONNIE RAITT

Queer Science

Gay Dance

by Simon LeVay

f ever there was a “stereotypical” occupation for gay men, it's

dance. But is the stereotype true, and if so, why? Michael

Bailey, a heterosexual but gay-curious psychologist at
Northwestern University, set out to find the answers. With the
help of a dancerturned-researcher, Michael Oberschneider, he
interviewed 136 professional dancers—gay and straight, male
and female—about the prevalence of gay people in the
profession.

All the dancers agreed that gay men are phenomenally over-
represented. The lowest estimate was that 25 percent of male
dancers are gay, and the highest estimate was 98 percent. The
average estimate was 58 percent—at least 10 times higher than
the prevalence of gay men in the general male population.
Lesbian dancers, on the other hand, are not very common: the
average estimate was that only 3 percent of female dancers are
lesbian.

The finding was expected, of course. Some of the most
famous male dancers, such as Rudolf Nureyev, have been gay.
And anyone who has read the AIDS obituaries over the past 15
years knows the terrible ravages that the disease has made in
the fields of dance, ballet, and figure-skating. Sometimes one
wonders how there can be anyone left to dance. The only
reasonable explanation for such a high incidence of AIDS in the
profession is that large numbers of male dancers are gay.

So what's the reason? There are three basic alternatives. One
is that engaging in dance promotes homosexuality. Another is
that gay men gravitate to dance because it's a gay-friendly
profession. And the third is that gay men have an inborn affinity
for dance.

As to the first possibility, it's true that joining a dance
company opens a wealth of gay options. Of the straight male
dancers in the study, 90 percent said that gay colleagues had
come on to them. (The other 10 percent must have been butt-

In Bailey and Oberschneider’s study, the gay dancers had a childhood history
of gender-nonconformity that was significantly more marked than that of gay
men in general—they commonly reported having had shown feminine
interests and behavior as children.

lesbians not well-represented? It seems more likely that there's
something about being a gay man that is conducive to being a
good professional dancer.

Some support for this idea comes from studies of different
cultures. According to sociologist Fred Whitam of Arizona State
University, male homosexuality and dance are widely associated
in both western and nonwestern societies. One example is that
of the mahu of pre-western Polynesia: gender-variant
homosexual men who danced in sacred rituals. Another example
is that of the hijras of northern India: homosexual transsexual
men who perform dances celebrating marriage and childbirth.

It's not just homosexuality but gender-variant homosexuality
that is tied to dancing talent. In Bailey and Oberschneider’s
study, the gay dancers had a childhood history of gender-
nonconformity that was significantly more marked than that of
gay men in general—they commonly reported having had
shown feminine interests and behavior as children.

This raises the question: is gay men'’s dancing ability a
feminine trait? In contemporary American culture both men and
women dance, and they dance in roughly similar style. There

have been some cultures in which only women and gender-
variant gay men dance, such as among the Zapotec Indians of
Mexico. More commonly, both sexes dance but in different
styles, and in these cultures gender-variant gay men dance with
and in the style of women.

So perhaps the style of dancing that is admired in the U.S.
today is basically a feminine dance style, at which only women
and gay men are naturally adept. In line with this notion, several
of Bailey and Oberschneider’s interviewees said that lesbians
were found more commonly in modern-dance troupes, where a
more athletic and less traditionally graceful style of dance is
practiced. If we could reintroduce the old-fashioned war-stomp,
perhaps we'd see heterosexual men dominating the profession.

Simon LeVay, Ph.D., is well-known for his research on the
“gay brain.” He is the author of The Sexual Brain, City of
Friends (with Elisabeth Nonas), and Queer Science (MIT
Press, 1996), and the biomedical thriller Albrick’s Gold
(Richard Kasak Books, 1997). He may be reached at
SLeVay@aol.com. For more Queer Science, visit wwuw.gay.net.

Call Bill Baldwin - 281-731-8314

Karen Derr - Multi- Million $8$ Producer ‘94,°95,'96,97,'98 - There’s a Reasonl!!

KAREN DERR

& Associales Really

SHADY IN MONTROSE - Nice 2 bedroom 1 1/2 bath. Master has *big* whirlpool tub. Shady street
with much higher priced homes. Central air & heat. Be in Montrose for Only $139,900. Better Hurry!!!

CALL Bill Baldwin 281-731-8314 or 713-862-1600

LARGE HEIGHTS SPARKLES - 3 bedrooms 2 baths, large kitchen and breakfast room with

ceramic tile. New afe, new appliances.
paint, Ceramic tile baths. Huge front porch. $149,000 Call Karen, - 713-862-1600

HIGH RISE LIYING DOWNTOWN -

watching sunsets. 24 hour concierge, secure covered parking. Pool, work-out center, lots of amenities. $129,900.

Hardwood floors, lots of windows, privacy fenced on comer lot. Fresh

18th floor, 2 bedroom 2 bath. Wonderful balcony for

HEIGHTS READY TO REDQO - Large 2 story building ready for renovation, Use your plans or finish
with our beautiful New Orleans Courtyard plans included in sale. Plenty of parking, alley access. $79.900. Call
Karen Derr - 713-862-1600.

KATY SCHOOLS - Pretty atrium style home has tons of windows. Cathedral ceiling. Ceramic tile kitchen,

ERYKAH BADU

ugly!) Even so, the rich opportunities didn’t seem to lure these
men into homosexuality: rather, they enjoyed their own sought-

-
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after heterosexual status among the female dancers. Besides,
the gay male dancers said that they became aware of same-sex
attraction years before they entered the dance world. Many of
the gay dancers had been romantically involved with other gay
dancers, but none felt that they had been initiated into
homosexuality by their partners or by the gay-friendly
atmosphere,

Do gay men go into dance because if is a gay-friendly
profession? All the dancers agreed that the profession is indeed
very gay-friendly, and that is no doubt an attraction. But if that
was the major factor in drawing gay people to the field, why are

& oia—.

today.

Karen Derr

3 bedrooms 2 baths. Bonus room off garage has A/C. $86,900. Call Bill Baldwin - 281-731-8314.
NEAR THE AIRPORT - Humble schools - No M.U.D. district means low taxes. 4 bedrooms 2 baths,
1/3 acre yard, sunroom, very close in. Call Bob Derr - 713-862-1600. $110,000 with $2000 for buyer.

2 BED 2 BATH HEIGHTS - lovely bungalow with hardwoods floors, ceramic tile in kitchen & baths,
; more open plan with bar for the cook who likes to entertain. Lots of energy features, wrought iron fenced yard.
Porch across front with pretty trim for curb appeal. $129,900 Call Karen today - 713-862-1600

LARGE YARD IS A HEIGHTS RETREAT - 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, stained woodwork,
finished garage with air conditioned room above for office/studio. Kitchen with breakfast room, large master with
French doors to back deck & huge closet,. Yard with tropical landscape & pond. $219,000. Call Karen to view

These are just a few of our great listings! Call us about these or any other properties you see!
Selling your home? Interview us before you make a move!!!

713-862-1600 or visit us on-line at www KarenDerr.com & www.Gel-Real.com
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ny great mayor of this town

knows that Houstonians can

become very bitter, especially
when politcal leaders perform less than
favorably. So when Mayor Lee . Brown
appointed the city’s first-ever liaison for
the gay community in March, he patted
himself on the back, ensuring that he was
still a family favorite. But his appointee
was basically living in obscurity. Some
critics say he still is.

It may be true that Brown's appointee,
Matthew Eastus, is still unknown. He's not
recognized solely by his name like other
gays and lesbians in the political spotlight
who might thrive for the attention. But he
prefers it that way, standing on the
sidelines calling the shots to the city’s
main player rather than taking center
stage, his only glory coming from
knowing he made something happen.

Since his appointment, he’s made
several things happen, from encouraging
the mayor to attend the dnnual AIDS walk,
consequently getting free use of the
George R. Brown Convention Center
because of the city's unhealthy haze alert
in May, to firmly suggesting that Police
Chief C.0. Bradford address the
community about Marc D. Kajs, a gay man
stalked and murdered by his estranged
lover. Eastus’ name never appeared on a
flier or in a headline related to these
events; he played the invisible role. And
being able to follow is what makes him a
leader.

by Melissa Valenzuela

“This is a great opportunity for me, but
it is not going to happen overnight.
Coalition building and working behind the
scenes can be just as productive in the end
as standing behind a podium,” he said.

Eastus doesn’t think his new volunteer
position makes him different from anyone
else. Rather than submit to the verbal
criticism about his inability to “know” the
community, he thinks it's preposterous. In
such a short time, he has managed to
build a trusting alliance with some of the
gay community's leading organizations.

“I know that one person ... said that
I was going to be a quiet liaison. I just
think that's a misconception. Just
because [people] didn’t know me does
not mean that I've been walking
around like a vegetable or a zombie.
I'm probably as up on the issues as
anyone else.

“I think I'm doing what [ am
supposed to be doing. But you know, I'm
making things up while I go along, I'll
frankly admit that, because no one has
ever done this before. No one who says
they would do this or that knows really
what they would do, because there has
never been a gay liaison,” he added.

Eastus also seems like he had to make
things up while he's gone along in life,
excelling in academia to achieve as a
lawyer and painfully hiding the secrets ofa
good son. He has garnered his own
triumphs, both personal and professional,
and without cameras rolling.

The Mayor’s
Middie Man

Matthew Eastus, the City’s Liasion
for the Gay Community

His career has blossomed since 1992
when he joined the local firm Baker &
Botts, which specializes in labor and
employment lawsuits, [ronically, he
represents defendants in discrimination
cases. His deftness at aggressively
succeeding at the firm is historic; aside
from winning tough cases, he was the
first associate to come out after the
firm’s discrimination policy was
amended to protect gay and lesbian
employees. Eastus served as a catalyst
for other lawyers to follow his lead.

But before Eastus became a
promising attorney and a visible
representative of the community, he had
to discover himself as a gay man. Since

his childhood, he has dealt with a duality

that transferred from his early
surroundings to his inner feelings.
Shortly after he was born in 1967, his
father was diagnosed with an acute form
of arthritis, causing him to retire. His
mother, Glyn, became the core of their
working-class family. She was a working
woman and a traditional, religious
mother, but also found time to join a
women's club and to be a vocal unionist.
Her job with Western Union Telegram
required the family to move from
Abilene to Arlington, where Fastus calls
his native home.

While growing up in Arlington’s bland
suburbia, Eastus received a “good
education.” He attached himself to clubs
and organizations in high school,
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surrounding himself with different social
outlets. No one knew, though, that he was
having romantic urgings for the same sex.

“] was very ‘normal,’ well-adjusted, but
I knew something was going on. I wasn't
dating, but I had these attractions and
didn’t know what to do with them,” he
said.

As he strugeled with his sexuality, he
also struggled with his
ambitions. The Southern
Methodist University alumnus
wanted to be a professional,
have an exceeding income,
have a family, but he worried
that as a homosexual he would
be denied such pleasures.

Perhaps the most troublesome
for Eastus was losing the love
of his parents.

“They weren't homophobic or
anything. I think they just thought
something like this wouldn't possibly
touch their lives,” he added.

During Spring Break in his first year
at law school, Eastus buried himself in
books and journal writings; he became
lostin self-contemplation. His secret was
consuming him. Tired of his evasive
living, Eastus sat in the quiet of his room,
phoned his parents, and told them the
truth.

e R R
“] don’t have a prnblem tellmg the mayor that | think
this or that is not an appropriate policy. | don’t have
a problem telling him you ought to do this or you
ought not to do that. And I think so far he’s been
very respecﬂul al:nut what I have tu sayr

R

“It was an emotional call. We were all
crying, and they just said they didn't
understand, but that they loved me and
wouldn't stop loving me. [ was lucky; I was
fortunate. I remember dad making jokes
about gay people when [ was younger,
before he knew, and he just apologized,
said he was sorry for hurting me. He had
such shame,” said Eastus.

Now Eastus can only laugh at his
relationship with his parents, the news-
hounds that blast Pat Robertson and the
like, the progressive, self-proclaimed
liberals who offer their young son advice
on the rituals of dating or nurture his
wounds from past breakups. They only
worry about the recent mass attention
flooding his life. Even Eastus thinks it's a
little daunting.

In the past three months, Eastus has
appeared at fund-raising dinners, delivered
speeches and presentations at community

e

SR

has the mayor wrapped around his

finger. Mot so much that the mayor
can't think independently, but enough to
make him pop his head in at some of the gay
and lesbian community's finer functions,
including the monthly meeting of the
Greater Houston Gay and Lesbian Chamber
of Commerce.

With a little bit of encouragement from
Eastus, Mayor Lee P Brown has agreed to be
the keynote speaker for the chamber's
August meeting. The mayor will address
business issues that directly affect the gay
community, including employment non-
discrimination and domestic partner benefits,
two topics Fastus discussed at the chamber’s
June meeting.

Sometimes it seemns like Matthew Eastus

Brown to speak at the Greater
Houston Gay and Lesbhian
Chamber of Commerce

Brown, who is
the city’s first
African-American §
mayor, has became
a positive figure for
the gay and lesbian community by
supporting gay equality and rights. One of
his first tasks as mayor was issuing an
executive order protecting gay and lesbian
city employees from discrimination.

Prior to his position as mayor, Brown
was the city's police chief from 1982 to
1990, He left Houston for a position in
MNew Yark,

The chamber meeting will be held on
Aug. 3 at 6 p.m. at the Wyndham Warwick
Hotel, 5701 Main 5t. For more information
or to make a reservation, call 713/523-7576.

meetings, all while corresponding
regularly with the mayor. Eastus is having
to make judgment calls, picking and
choosing what the mayor does and doesn’t
need to do to show support for the
community, educating him about issues
that he would be otherwise oblivious to.
The mayor has basically been reliant on
Eastus’ words, which were powerful

: enough to even lead to
the recent appointment
of his friend, fellow
lawyer Andres Pereira,
as Congresswoman
Sheila Jackson Lee's gay
liaison.

“I don't have a
problem telling the
mayor that I think this or
that is not an appropriate policy. I don't
have a problem telling him you ought to
do this or you ought not to do that. And I
think so far he's been very respectful
about what I have to say,” Eastus said.

Eastus believes the mayor appointed
him because of their immediate ability to
connect with each other. During his
interview with the mayvor, Eastus affirmed
his dedication to his career rather than
political activism. His intentions were
simple: do good for the community and
the mayor, and not for any particular
politics. After interviewing several other
leaders in the gay community, the mayor
narrowed his decision to two.

“ read in the Houston Press that it had
come down to me and [Houston Gay &
Lesbian Political Caucus member] Lane
Lewis, and somehow it turned into a
campaign. People were endorsing him,
and then people were endorsing me. |
didn’t want it to be a competition, but I
guess it just turned in to that,” he said. “I
think it just came down to who the mayor
felt comfortable with.”

And now, he’s trying to make the gay
community feel comfortable. Clearly, a
man who can.push and encourage the
mayor to mix with the gay locals deserves
more than a few gurgles from skeptical
critics, whether people know his name or
not. He’s been given the reigns to lead, to
insightfully represent the community, and
he's doing that without making a fuss. He’s
making sure the mayor keeps up, nudging
him along from behind.
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HEB's

Courtship of Montrose

by Steven Foster

sk the average (if there is any such thing) gay person
where they prefer to purchase their produce and they're
not gonna readily spit out the words “HEB Pantry.”

For the bohemian groove, there will always be Whole Foods,
with their rootsy-cool, politico-organic agenda, and pricey but
funky atmosphere. Randall's will always be one step behind Rice
Epicurean in the glamour factor, but one giant leap ahead by their
sheer Starbuck’s-like everywhereness. Kroger, despite their foray
into the “Signature” league, will continue to occupy that special
place in our hearts only because of their historic location and
underground “disco Kroger” heritage, Fiesta’s more like the
neighbor we borrew a cup of cilantro from.

HEB'’s place in the foodstore chain?

A year ago, if you would have mentioned HEB in the pantheon
of grocery giants, you'd be hard pressed to find any self-respecting
gay cruising HEB's aggressively low-budget lanes in search of the
most piquant aspic or an eligible gay consumer to swap recipes
with.

Nope, HEB conjured up images of heavyset hausfraus with
Roseanne's pre-celebrity wardrobe, or Brett Butler types with none
of her wit but all of the substance abuse. There might have been a
Mr. Dad type wandering around looking for charcoal, but the only
similarity he had to Tim Allen was the monkey grunt and the jail

e T e e e e e

Gary w
ood, ?
HEB Store Manag.gr

time. In Austin, the San Antonio-based HEB was on par with
Whole Foods with their concept store Central Market. But
Montrose is not going to be blessed with a Central Market. The
party girls and pretty boys of Gaytown are getting a Pantry.

That said, HEB had the smarts (guts, if you prefer) to put
hotshot Southern charmer Gary Wood in charge.

The 32-year-old Wood has a sunburned-ranchhand face that
blasts an obscenely good-old-boy high-watt smile, and his lanky
frame moves with a swagger that'd serve him well anywhere,
whether he's riding the range or the boardroom. He greets
everyone like they were the best new folk he's ever met. When he
starts spilling the standard company line, “It’s really an
extraordinary company,” he brags, he's so damn earnest, you can't
even consider he's full of bull. And why shouldn’t he like the
company? He's an out gay man in charge of his first store, and
HEB's been pretty damn supportive every step of the way. Wood's
only been with the company five years, but he's been in the
grocery business before. He had a stint with a Houston grocery
giant that treated him and other employees so badly, he walked
out of a promising career and, for the most part, the groceryhfe
in general, But then HEB came calling and he anawered. Soon he
was an assistant manager at the less-than-chic Antoine/Tidwell
store. Then came the offer to move to Montrose., Whether it was
ribald self-expressionism or the ability to judge coming out as a
good career move, Wood saw an opportunity and jumped at it.

“They didn't know before,” says Wood. “It's just something I
neglected to tell them. But it was my time to come out.”

It's important to remember that while HEB sells apples, they

are not Apple. HEB is not Continental Airlines, neither is it an
arts group or a real estate company. This is a grocery store. In

MR
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a lot of instances, that's one step above oil
rig companies on the homophobe meter.
So what'd HEB say when their golden
boy turned out to be gay?

“‘That’s great,’ ” is what they said,
according to Wood. “They said, “That's
extraordinary. Now you can tell us we
have a great diversity program.””

‘Wood figured if they were looking for
him to advise them on their internal
policies, they might be open to his opinion
on external policies—namely, how he
would bring HEB into Montrose. HEB was
moving into a location with a newly

“It's gonna be a beautiful store,”
Wood claims. “It has a kitchen. There’s
some different designs. HEB operates
outside of Houston, Pantry Foods in
and around Houston. This is a Pantry
kicked up a notch.”

An early tour of the store, still in the
final throes of construction labor, bears
him out. The store's got a real quaint feel,
with the charm of a small-town grocer.
Things are tightly packed and real easy to
see. Yet the homeliness is topped with a
high ceiling of industrial silver and white.
The most striking difference is its

designed Kroger

R e bR e

megamart right
behind it. And Kroger
has a big parking lot.
HEB's drawing card is
that they've got other
businesses nearby
(Blockbuster,
Eckerd’s, a bookstore,
and a copy place) to

i e

Whether it was nbald self- expressmmsm or the

S e

ability to judge coming out as a good career move,
Wood saw an opportumty and Jumped at it.

adds. “African American, Hispanic. Not
just gay and lesbian.”

Yeah, but the Hispanic market didn’t
get HEB driving a
gleaming  18-wheeler
screaming down through
their parade. Between
working the Montrose
powerbrokers and
prepping for the masses,
Wood designed HEB's
first coming out party to
John & Jane Q. Public

draw traffic. But that's 5=
a double-edged sword
that may bring about the same consumer
nightmare that Whole Foods Shepherd
shoppers experience. Nobody wants to
g"ht for a parking space just to run in and
grab a gallon of milk and a dozen eggs.
And, face it, this is a community that's got
some pretty diverse, often excruciating,
ruthlessly highbrow tastes. Sometimes,
this consumer block has decided who lives
and who dies economically in Montrose.
HEB could use all the input they could get.
And Wood would go get it for them.

First, he made sure he corralled some
of the movers and shakers in the gay
community for their feedback. GHGLCC
President Anita Renteria and this
magazine's publisher were just a few of
the attendees of the first of two input

meetings. Next, Wood made certain HEB

sunported the Pride Committee. Like a
seasoned PR pro, Wood worked the
backplayers first. Sure, there's a grand
opening on July 8 for the masses, a
chance for the homeless and the
culinarily helpless to feed and elbow with
political dignitaries like Gene Green,
Sheila Jackson Lee, and beloved Annise
Parker. But all that pomp and
circumstance isn't gonna keep people
coming back. You know, The Pantry
Thing again.

design—this is a grocery store that
actually has the agenda of getting you in
and out on your time. Grocer Architecture
101 practically writes it in Moses-like
tablets that the milk is placed in the far
corner in the back of the store, with beer
and wine hidden somewhere deep within.
It's an evil little game of hide and seek.
You may come in just for milk or a bottle of
merlot, but you're going to pass cookies,
hair spray, toys, hardware, and high-priced
summer floaties on the ruthlessly cheery
endcaps on your way in which you may, in
a burst of consumer passion, decide to
purchase just because it was there! That's
their plan. In just the past year, both Men's
Health and Spin magazines devoted a
whole spread each on how to beat this
grocery maze game. But HEB's playing by
their own rules. They've got salad stuff,
wine, beer, and toiletries right up front; a
front that surreally plays to both sides of
the store, with hoth the Westheimer face
and the Jack-in-the-Box front converging
right into the storefront and the goods you
need fo get.

“We felt that this area, our customers
would really like and appreciate that,”
offers Wood.

“We're definitely trying to meet the
needs of all aspects of the community,” he

with a horn-blaring,
steamrolling, meta-ton
monstrosity that had people jaw-
dropped—no mean feat to a group that
audibly swoons over marching PFLAG
grandmas, richly praises overweight drag
queens, and hoots like a Serengeti stalker
when any chest-showing guy or bra-baring
girl beckons with the promise of colorful
but cheap beads. HEB's impossibly white
beast looked like it was almost alive. And
the 15 walkers who attended its massive
girth looked about as hunky as any of the
boys on the bar floats. And there was
Wood, right out in front.

“I'm the type of consumer that if I'm
looking in my community, I'm asking Whe's
advertising? Who's talking to me? Who
wants my dollar? Now, this is me personally,
This is how I feel. I look out there and I see
an HEB truck go through there...I never
see Randall’s, I never see Kroger, or
anything like that. Whereas here’s HEB out
there with Chase, a lot of great companies
and community organizations, and that
meant a lot to me, personally, that HEB did
that.” Wood slows his pace, breathes, and
leans forward just a bit for emphasis.

“That was a decision they made. That
made me feel good.”

Judging from the Montrose buzz,
HEB's making a lot of other people feel the
same way.
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i]eep Inside Hollywood

by Romeo SanVicente

OUT IN L.A. The Los Angeles Gay and
Lesbian Film Festival (July 9-16) will in-
clude the premieres of several hot queer
films, of which the most popular will un-
doubtedly
the country over
the next year. Al-
though Outfest is
not the nation’s
oldest gay film
festival, its stra-
tegic location in
filmland gives it
disproportionate
impact on the fu-
ture success of
gAY movies, per-
formers, and film-
makers, » Outfest
'98 kicks off with
Relax ... It's Just
Sex, an ensemble

tour

T e s e

star. * Fast Palace, West Palace is the
first mainland Chinese film to deal with
the covert life of 2 homosexual man. The
international flavor is also represented
in the festival by Pasajes, a Spanish les-

Whoopi or Goldie or Barbra: Which will be an Amazon?

might play)? None other than Barbra
Streisand, who would be a perfect fit.
But the producers of Avon Lady of the
Amazon abandoned the idea and are now
said to be considering Whoopi Goldberg
for the part. This
time around,
Keaton plays a
meek Avon sales-
woman, and
Midler plays a
haughty plastic
surgeon.

“EVERYWHERE
| LOOK, MORE
BOOBIES!"”
Somewhere out
there, superstar
doat bt oo by

Jacqueline

Susann is smil-

ing. Not only is

comedy set in
L.A. featuring queer favorites Jennifer
Tilly (Bound), Lori Petty (Tank Girl),
openly gay actor Mitchell Anderson
(Party of Five) and (Tales of the City)
alum Cynda Williams. The Sundance fa-
vorite was directed by new wave queer
cinema pioneer P.J. Castellaneta (best
known for his debut, Together Alone). ®
Another Sundance hit, Billy’s Hollywood
Screen Kiss, will close the festival. Di-
rected by Tommy O’Haver, the film tells
the story of a young photographer who
enlists the aid of a gorgeous young musi-
cian to pose for his latest project, a series
of romantic stills from Hollywood clas-
sics. The photographer falls in lave with
his muse, but is left to figure out the
sexual orientation of his object of desire.
® Other highlights include the American
premiere of The Real Ellen Story, a Brit-
ish production chronicling the historic
coming-out episode of the late, lamented
Ellen. Another documentary to look for is
The Female Closet,which examines the
history of lesbian cinema. » Another fea-
ture generating buzz and sure to hit the
rest of the country soon is Edge of Seven-
teen, a coming-of-age/coming-out story
set in 1984. Hunky newcomer Chris
Stafford and lesbian comic Lea De Laria

bian action-adventure; Bocage: The Tri-
umph of Love from Brazil; Cavafy, about
the life of 19th-century Greek poet
Constantine Cavafy; and the German
social comedy Everything Will Be Fine.
As usual, American inde-
pendents form the back-
bone of the festival.
Highlights include 2 By 4,
set among New York’s im-
migrant population; Out of
Season, a psychological
drama; The Sticky Fingers
of Time, a lesbian romantic
thriller; Hayseed, about a
boy and his dog; Mob
QRueen, a gender-bending
gangster yarn; and, finally,
Totally Confused, a com-
edy about sexual identity.

SUPERDIVAS The planned
re-teaming of Bette Midler,
Diane Keaton, and Goldie
Hawn has met a roadblock
due to producers’ reluc-
tance to work with the “dif-

Bette Midler: Jacque[ne
Susann would be proud.

her life getting
the biopic treatment (with Bette Midler
in the title role) but now Fox is planning
an update of her 1967 camp classic Val-
ley of the Dolls. The studio is interested
in securing Betty Thomas (Dr. Doolitile)
to direet, hoping she can
add the same satiric spin
that made The Brady
Bunch Mouvie her first hit.

GINGER DOES CHARLIE?
Retired Spice Girl Ginger
Spice f(a.k.a. Geri
Halliwell) recently screen-
tested for a role in the filn
version of Charlie’s Angels
in an attempt to launch
her acting career, hoping
of course to be more eon-
vineing than she wasas a
singer. Meanwhile, a re-
port out of Israel says that
country’s transsexual
diva, Dana International,
turned down an offer by
the Spice Girls to replace
Ginger. Dana says she

ficult” Hawn again. And

guess who they considered for the role of
a hitchy entertainer (the role Goldie still

wishes to go a different di-
rection musically. Speaking of different
directions, a group of Thai transsexuals

36 UV 1998 OutSmart

WHOOR - % & BALEY/POLYGRAM FILW PROOUCT NS GOLOIE - WARNER BADS,, BARBAA « COLUMEIA FICTURES, BETTE - BREG GOAMAN

b R e e e

has formed a cover band, appfopriately
entitled Spice Gays. And not to worry.
Transsexual Ginger is still in the group.

MORE TRANSSEXUAL TIDBITS
Danny DeVito's Jersey Shore Films is
leading in a bid to acquire the off-
Broadway hit Hedwig and the Angry
Inch, deseribed as a post-punk musieal,
The play focuses on the identity crisis of
Hedwig, a German transsexual with a
botched sex reassignment who flees to
Kansas City, where he becomes a strug-
gling rock star, No word yet on whether
John Cameron Mitchell, who wrote the
musical and plays the title role on stage,
will be able to reprise his duties for the
film version. Jersey Shore is a recently
formed arthouse studio reportedly vying
with at least two other arthouse
divisions of major studios to acquire
the project.

UNTOLD HISTORY Academy Award-
winning documentarians Rob Epstein
and Jeffrey Friedman (The Celluloid
Closet) have begun production in Europe
on Pink Triangle, about gay survivors of
Nazi Germany, The feature documentary
features first-hand interviews with those
who lived through the persecution and
will include footage from the
archives of Survivors of the Shoah Visual
History Foundation, established in 1994
by Steven Spielberg from the proceeds
of Schindler’s List, to record accounts
of Holocaust survivors, rescuers, and
witnesses. The film goes beyond World
War Il to document how homosexual
men and women were criminalized
under sodomy laws even after the Nazis
lost the war. During the war, gays and
lesbians were imprisoned in concentra-
tion camps and forced to wear pink
triangles. Epstein and Friedman are also
currently working on an alternative
sports documentary for HBO and are in
development on Save Me, a feature for
Fox Searchlight.

Romeo San Vicente, who is in negotiations
to have his life story brought to the big

sereen, can be reached care of this publica- -

tton or at RSVicente@aol com. For more
Deep Inside Hollywood, visit www.gay.net.

-
ALRIGHT ALREADY!
QUIT WHINING-

Vickie Shaw
«yickie Shaw is to g2y
comedy what Mary Kay is
metics...Cheap. but

to Cos c dark”

1ooks goc:-d inth

Roxanna Ward
“It’s as if Bette Midler and

Steve Allen had alove child.

Sunday August 9% 7:30 p.m.

Tickets available at:
The Laff Stop

Lobo Bookstore
Tracy's Retreat

SHE’S HERE...

The LaffStop 1952-A West Gray 713° 5242333

&{ () "‘VQF

-

Texas AIDS Ripe

Benefiting 40 AIDS Service
Organizations throughout the
Lone Star State.

Dani Hurley Rrider #661
is looking for sponsors for
the Texas AIDS Ripe.

Each participant must raise a
minumum of $2700.00 in
order to ride 575 miles from
Austin to Houston to Dallas
in seven days. There are over
1800 Riders participating.

If interested in being a sponsor please call

k'}'l?'.52€.‘l.7.'l37 ex.20 or 713.680.9546

5%
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Compore food o
What Fhss Viven s fevin’

“No matter
where you go,

there you are.”
—Gilda Radner

HOURS:
Sunday Brunch Buffet « 10:30 AM to 2:30 PM
Monday-Thursday = 11 AM to 10 PM

Friday * 11 AM to 11 PM

Saturday * 5:30 PM to 11 PM

BYOB

905 Taft
Between Allen Parkway and West Dallas

713/523-5F0X

(rondly serving alf

tngriy ftonstoniarns!
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Dear Abby

(Today's Out Look Calendar, Published by Pomegranate Calendars & Books))

“Abigail Van Buren, of ‘Dear Abby’ fame, has long been clear about
her belief that homosexuality should not be viewed as a problem.
On this day in 1970 [July 13], in response to being asked whether
homosexuality is a disease, she wrote, ‘No! It is the inability to love
at all which I consider an emotional disease.” ”

Politically Incorrect

To fully appreciate Politically Incorrect’s panel discussion below,
you might want to read what Senate Republican Leader Trent Lott
had to say about homosexuality: “In America naw, there'’s an ele-
ment that wants to make that alternative lifestyle, you know, accept-
able or normal in every respect. Now I want to emphasize [ something
that’s] very important today. . . . You should still love that person,
and you should not try to mistreat them or treat them as outcasts.
You should try 1o, you know, show them, you know, a way te deal
with that problem. Just like, you know, my father had a problem, as
I said, with alcohelism. Other people have sex addiction, Other
people, you know, are kleptomaniacs.” And other people, you know,
like certain Senate Republican Leaders, are ignorant.

(Puolirically fncorrect, 6f19/98)

Bill Maher: Let's start with Trent Lott today. . . . He compared
homasexuality to alcoholism, sex addiction—which by the way
there is no such thing, unless you mean happy people [audience
laughterl—and Kleptomaniacs.

Brad Keena [host of “Next Revolution” on “America’s Voice”].
He was saying that homosexuality is a sin. Quoting the Bible, and
he was saying in various scriptures, passages, Leviticus in the Old

Testament and in the First Corinthians and in First Timothy that

homosexuality—and it does say that.

Howie Mandell [actor, comedian, & cartoon character]: How can
he compare it to alcoholism? I don't even see the—the only thing
I can think of is “Bottoms up.” [audience laughter & applause] ...
Tim Daly [one ofthe stars of Objecr of My Affection, HBO's From
the Earth to the Moon. and Wings]: If it's a
implies that it can be treated,

Maher: That’s what he's saying.

Daly: Mayhe the same is true of being a Republican. [audience
laughter] Maybe with the proper treatment, he can be cured.

{ Pelitically Incirrect. 6I22/98)

Bill Maher: Okay. We're going to return to a subject we talked
about last week, which is the Christian right and homosexuality.
And people sometimes say to me, “You know, you talk about that
a lot on your show.” I don’t intend to. It's just in the news a lot
because the Christian right talks about homosexuality more than
they do down at the Ramrod.

Robert Redford

A Premiere, 6198, Todd McCarthy)

“The only thing I can think of positively is that this country does
have an amazing history of pulling itself up from the brink: We
reach some crazy point where you think all is goint to be lost,
and then at the last minute, suddenly, something turns, and Newt

Gringrich isn’t as popular as you thought he was, and Jerry =

Falwell didn’t take oyver. Maybe [ have faith in that part of the
American character. It’s a crazy and prewy wonderful country.
It’s still the best.”
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David Garza :

((Jur, G, Smith Galtney)

“One thing rock 'n’ roll has in common with gay culture
is that both are so influenced by drugs and death: Drugs
teach you how to die, and dying teaches you how to live.
And they 're both built on taboos. C’mon, every guy in a
band is up there whacking on something to get people
off. How much more homoerotic can you get?”

.Inn Muss

{ The Advacare, B23/98)

“When asked if he considered himself bisexual, Moss
avoids a straightforward answer. “With me, it's not a mat-
ter of sex,’ he says. ‘I fell in love with George, and he
happened to be a man. When I stopped going out with
George, I went out with women, but it doesn’t mean I
wasn't homosexual when I was with George. I'm not pri-
marily homosexual. | prefer women to men, and now I'm
with a woman I hope to be with the rest of my life.” ”

Ben Affleck

(Details, 62398, David A, Keeps)

4l Luciano Pavarotti:
Mo, Georgio.

i Liberace:

No, Sincerely. crush.”

lron Mask.

Liberace

(Movieline, 7198, Edward Marpulies)
“Quick now, who was the least
likely musical talent to ever hoped
they’d make it as a star of the silver screen?
If you guessed Luciano Pavarotti in Yes, Georgio, or
Cyndi Lauper in Vibes, then you've never seen Liberace
in the 1955 howler Sincerely Yours. With his moist eyes,
congealed smile and mortician’s manners, Las Vegas headliner
Liberace was doubly miscast here as a talented concert pianist who is also a practicing het-
erosexual. . . . Liberace proposes marriage [to Dorothy Malone’s character]: “Did you ever
wonder what it would be like spending a lifetime married to a musician?” he queries Malone,
Just in case she’s been overwhelmed by his charm, he goes on to warn her, /1§ not easy coim-
peting with a concerto!” But hey, it’s not easy competing with 10 percent of the male popu-
lation either. right?”

i
Cyndi
Lauper:
No Vibes.

(The Advacare, 6/23/98, Tony Kushner)
“When [Frank] Sinatra married
Mia Farrow, she cut her hair
extremely short, prompting
[actress & former wife of
Sinatra] Ava Gardner to say,
upon viewing the wedding
photos in the papers, ‘| always
thought Frank would do better
with a boy."”
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Frank Sinatra

Does Ben Affleck (I)
have a crush on the
long-haired Leo?

David A. Keeps: Kevin [Smith, director of Armageddon] told
me, “We all just wanna be Affleck. He is my heterosexual

Ben Affleck: Kevin is my homosexual crush. If | were gay, the fnrst ;

guy | would sleep with is Kevin Smith. The second one would be
Leo DiCaprio—but only for the long hair he had in The Man in the

bAoA AR DAL AL SOOI 0

Norm
Macdonald

(Derails, 623498, Rob Tannenbaum)

Rob Tannenbaum: What’s the hard-
est part of being a man?

Norm Macdonald: Having a sac. It's
this thing, it’s not attractive, and it’s
very vulnerable. Also, if you're a man,
people frown upon it when you wear
panties and a dress. All of a sudden
you're 4 [reak. Meanwhile, if you're a
lady it's completely acceptable. It's a
double standard.

Lo

Frank Sinatra (l) marries a boy . . .
uh walt that s Mia Farrnw!

OutSmart
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The performance art t

ravis Mader is receiving
instructions on the proper way
to ride a pool pony. After he is
told to bend over more, make his back
straighter, and, well, basically stick his
butt out, his elfin little-boy face blushes.
It's hard to imagine this is the same
Travis Mader, member of the Queer
Artist Collective (QuAC), who was a
standout in their universally well-
received show Closer To The Bone, the
same Travis Mader who moved through
the depths of emotional seas, broad-
casting poetic verse of gay romance,
pain, love, despair, and hope that was
heartbreaking in its honest beauty.

“I wouldn’t say I'm a poet,” Mader
says between breaks in pool pony riding
lessons for this month’s cover shoot. It's
hard to tell if he's a rebel urbanite
rejecting a label he doesn’t approve of, or
if he’s just demuring the power of his
words. But to watch Mader perform his
work, one comes to understand that his
art is a poem that performs, a perfor-

ro
by Steven Foster

mance that is unquestionably poetic. His
verse is layered by both violence and
beauty, the power ful minutiae of their
intimate thoughts projected to disarmingly
large proportions behind him on a giant
screen, a techno soundtrack beating,
breathing monotonously throughout.

Taking his solid, yet minute frame to
the mic, Mader begins.

Why don’t you apologize?

What are your archetypes?

How'’s this rain?

I wish you wouldn’t ask me questions
like that. I like the easy questions:
Does this feel good?

How about this?

Can I stay over?

In a scant 36 words, Mader’s
immediately forced the audience into
relationships past and present. Viewers
are uncomfortably shoved into a couple-
hood that is both designed and crafted
(though not completely) by.their own
dysfunctional romantic self. -

op is everyfhiﬁé it’s QuAC'ed up- to be.

S

vvvvv

Do you remember when we first kissed?
Remember your persistence, like you
were trying to express some extreme
emotion with your lips and tongue?
I noticed. I just pretended not to.
Our current mechanical Rissing

suit me.
You finally got the gist of if.

Audiences are getting the gist of QUAC
as well.

Founded in 1996 by Daaimah
Mubashshir and Sixto Wagan, QuAC has
succeeded in providing Houston with a
young performance art group that--
manages to be both artistically
challenging and publicly accessible—a
pretty big accomplishment in a city
crowded with noble art projects. Under
the hawkeyed guidance of DiverseWorks'
Loris Bradley, QuAC has premiered
original works at DiverseWorks' artspace,
Theater LaB, the Houston Gay and
Lesbian Film Festival, and the New York
MIX Experimental Film Festival. And
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despite honorable mentions in press both
gavand straight (the Houston Press
always gives QuAC a thumbs-up mention
in their Picks section), the more
seasoned Infernal Bridegroom
Productions often manages to steal some
of QuAC’s young thunder.

“In the latest Artfiles,” laments co-
founder Sixto Wagan, “IBP was named as
the only alternative art performance art
group in Houston. We took umbrage at
that concept. We're doing something
which is completely new. And the fact
that we're in Houston, I think, was
another major feat for us.”

Past shows have been a series of solo
vignettes with the occasional ensemble
movement: a coupling here, an entire-cast
opening segment there. But QuAC’s
latest show is a true group effort with
collaborations created by the entire
collective, though Mader and others will
get their chance to shine solo as well in
the upcoming Off the Map: QuAC, Texas
pop. 7.

“It’s different from the last one,” says
Mader, sitting with the other cover
subjects. “I will say that at one point, I do
have a tea party.”

+'Does the Mad Hatter come by?” asks
Gay Games weightlifter David Fagan.
* “We're thinking about using images
from Alice in Wonderland,” Mader hopes.

Photographer Alan Montgomery
chuckles behind the camera. “That'll kill
the budget.”

“Well,” begins Mader slowly, “we're
not gonna actually...” He pauses,
searching for the right words, then, quite
easily and honestly, finds them. “It'll be
illegal.”

Thank God for sampling. It’s an
unspoken industry okay that is rarely
brought suit against, which is good for
the up-and-comers who need other pieces
of media or art. It's good for the
entertainment giants too, because it
makes them look like charitable big
brothers. It'll be nice to see QUAC
returning the favor in future years,
allowing fledgling artists to borrow from
their canon. And with edgy, viable talent
like Mader, Wagan and the other
QuACers, it's almost a sure thing.

See Off the Map: QuAC, Texas Pop. 7 at
DiverseWorks, July 9-11. 24-hr. reservations:
713/228-0914. For more info: 713/223-8346.

Sandra Wilkins, Owner
The Travel Partnership, Inc

713.526.4471 OutTravi@aol.com j

Out in Front:
REMBX Cinco Ranch

SERVING THE WEST
HoustON COMMUNITY.

Home Office: (281) 395-6500
Meriir Qffice: ( 281 ) 579-7900
Prigier: (7]3 ) 720-5296

New Construction Speciolist

Buying and Selling West Housfon
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An interview with two local artists bringing art to the nation.

By Melissa Valenzuela

In the very near future, some
enterprising individual will connect all
the red dots painted in America to two
deviant little artists, while never
coming up with a meaning for the
mysterious and intriguing circles.

Local artists Rick Carpenter and
Robert Ramos are the Red Dot Boys
who paint red dots on houses and
buildings, and there are many in this
city, many more throughout the
country. At 360 degrees, 53 inches in
diameter, it can dominate a natural
setting with its loud, bold presence or

nude “photo ops” that draw most of
the attention, taking away from the
phenomenon of the red dot itself.
Nevertheless, they'll take whatever
publicity they can get, especially in
their hometown where their talents
are generally ignored.

“We're real famous in rural
America; no one knows us here,” he
laughs. “[Houstonians] have no idea
who the hell we are.”

Most of our interview takes place
in Carpenter's short-bed pickup
truck, as we tour some of the 26 red
dots in the city. I sit in the middle of

blend with a drab, quiet canvas. After
each dot is compléted, a photograph is
taken to show the balance between
architecture and art. “Sometimes

the duo, wedged between two
seatbelt buckles, feeling the
undiverted shock of potholes as
Carpenter navigates the streets of

enthusiasm and passion for art. They bounce from story to story,
sometimes completing each other's sentences. Together, they are
like ‘a pair of hands, locked, intertwined, each offering what the
other cannot,

Carpenter, a native Kansan, is a sculpter. He ignites
conversation with passion, only censoring himself when
he realizes his comments could be bad business.
His farming roots are apparent in his voice,
while his polite manners battle with his direct
mindset, encouraging him to do whatever
the hell he wants.

“Robert can really work a crowd, and
I'm a little better at [writing press
releases, doing the paperwork]; that's
why we fit so well together,” Carpenter
says. “And I'm even right-handed and
he’s left-handed, ... so [ always paint the
left side of the dot and he always does
the right.” = - . S

Ramos is a multimedia painter. He
humors himseI;f. and sthers with & boyish
charm. The Puerto-Rican native has a laid-
back, spirited personality that usually gets
patrons ro:invest in a red dot and gets rural
Americans to cook up a good meal.

The artists met nearly a decade ago at a gay
pride art show Ramos was asked to curate.
Carpenter was one of the show's featured artists. On
the day of the show, Ramos mistakenly placed
paperwork on Carpenter’s pure white pedestal for
his sculpture.

“Fwas a stickler at the time,” Carpenter admits.
“Well, I'm a stickler about everything, and one thing
is that the pedestal is white, pure white, no
fingerprints, and it’s for my sculpture only.

“Well, when I went outside to get the
sculpture, I come back and see this
paperwork on my pedestal, [ asked whose
it was, and Robert comes running over
saying 'I'm sorry, I'm sorry,’ and
whatever, It really doesn’t seem like we
started off like good friends,” he adds.

But they are friends. Since their first
encounter, thev've worked on smaller

Red Dot #22 (above)

Roberi Ramaos paints a red dal

on the sea wall in Golveston
Red Dot # 10 (below)

an Aunl Ruth Esfes” melal born
in Roywood, TX

topics of conversation range from herding cows to mending fences,
the duo needed some exposure to art.

And then deviance kicked in.

Carpenter plotted to adorn the side of his brother’s dull barn. He

manipulated his brother into leaving the farm, sending him away to the
nearby town. Like a mischievous teenager on a quest to raid
a neighbor's house, he gathered the needed materials:
red paint, brushes, and a steel hoop from a 19th-
century buggy wheel. He then solicited Ramos’
help, knowing his devilish friend wouldn’t
resist. Using the steel hoop as a stencil, they
dressed the bare barn with a glossy red dot.
Carpenter’s brother loved it, and it stayed.
A few days later, they ventured into
town to the local grocery store. People
surrounded them, asking questions
about the red dot. What is the dot?
What did it mean? When the artists left
the store, they realized they had
stumbled onto something with great
potential.
“Farmers were talking about art and its
abstract meaning rather than herding cows. To
be able to get a group of people, who are fairly
stubborn about the topics they talk about, to start
discussing art is a really wild thing,” contends
Carpenter. "So, Robert and I decided when we left
Kansas to continue painting the dot.”

The first dot in Houston surfaced on the
refinishing shop of Carpenter’s lover at the corner of
Waugh and Fairview, a gray-blue building with a
matching red door. An occasional car parked on the
side street keeps me from assuming the place is
abandoned. [ have seen that particular dot many
times during my drives home, reflecting on it
for only a second. It becomes just a myriad

of passing images that remind me of
Japan's bold red dot flag or the
married women of the Hindu faith.
But if I'm stopped at the corner
light, my images of the red dot
develop, transcend into something
more involving and consuming. Why

Ramos poses nude for the photo; |
simulating the final stroke on the dot,
his stylistic contribution “to
emphasize the true beauty of nature
and humanity.”

projects at Carpenter’s sculpting shop,
absorbing and learning about each
other's appreciation for art, combining
their talents. Then as a fluke, the red dot
emerged.

is that huge, red circle there? Mayhbe
the owner of the building, however old
it is, had intentions for the circle and
never completed the project, or maybe
some underpaid painter messed up.

Montrose like a Grand Prix master.
Braving the streets without &
seatbelt, he Suppresses a daredevil
ego, underneath a worn and faded

R

“It started as an exhibitionist thing,
to just take his clothes off in public,
and he was stimulated by it, to be
totally honest,” Carpenter claims, his
chiseled face displaying some dissatisfaction about Ramos’
indecency. “I'm not very fond of it."

But Ramos' growing fear of incarceration has prompted him to
keep his clothes on more, opting instead to use the back sides of
nude female models for future projects. Carpenter says it's Ramos’

farmboy image, a result of the big
city’s frenzy, but he insists his risk-
taking will never amount to taking
his clothes off. Ramos dresses
himself with the seatbelt, not taking a chance with any vehicular
stimulation.

No one needs to know the boys, they insist, if a red dot serves
its purpose to raise art awareness, to raise any type of awareness.
But it’s difficult not to become infected by their childlike

e T
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Carpenter describes the red dot as a public
service, an icon to get people talking about art,
specifically in rural America where visual art is
practically nonexistent, where some farmers are naturally resistant
to creativity. But that's where the red dot phenomenon began, with
boredom and a little deviance on a farmland in Auburn, Kansas.

In 1997, Carpenter and Ramos were visiting Carpenter’s twin
brother when boredom struck. Stranded in the rural area where

Whatever the case, it lures you away from
your black and white days, sometimes without
realizing it. It is art’s most recent porthole for escape,
a diversion from the dead gray habits of the everyday, encircled
in a perfect perimeter.
The red dot can swallow your ideas and beliefs, evolving them
from some abstract and unembellished meaning to something
continued on page 70
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It's Rob Nash’s Town. We’ re just Living in It.

by Steven Foster
Photo by Kyle Young

st solo show opens with Nash curled
ep pma,' on a small oblong cube, It's the only time
5 ntire night.

1 dashes, limps, i

ne breaks courte

you'll see » him motionle
After that, Rob Ne
theater-in-the-round art space, with sce
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are rarely maudlin Shakespearean seniim
hipped up by pre-millenium culture references

ged '80s observations give

you a plastic bird
h'lpp}" one minute (Cheap Trick,
ved

&
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The Strange & YWonderxrful Worldﬂ 6f WVickie Shaw

I 'm playing the Laff Stop August 9th
with a friend of mine, Roxanna

- Ward. She plays piano, kind of funky stuff.

® She's so funny she makes me pee. Just

#

o ko o8

pee!” squeals Vickie Shaw, her Beaumont-
born accent rising to the occasion,
“Well,” she admits, trademark blue
eyes glowing relentlessly. “I blame it on
that, but it's menopause.”
Shaw may be joking about The

. Change, but an aging female body design
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- isn’t the only thing moving to another

stage in her life, After a short time

“working the comedy clubs and laugh bars

of various yoo-hoo towns around the

. country, Shaw, with a new dynamic agent

and crisp new material to match, may be

- ready to leave more than just a few female
* hormones behind. Her hectic touring
schedule is testament to the fact things

are picking up speed.

PR RS EEEEHFTETAREIRRR B E S

“I'm gonna miss Pride Parade again,”
she sighs. “I have to work, have to go to a
women’s festival, Women with
comfortable shoes and a lotta hair.” She
leans back in her chair. “Not big hair, a
lotta hair.”

It's that member-of-the-family
mocking tone that has served Shaw well
since she began a life of standup comedy,
even when her audience was made
entirely of women who vehemently
rejected Bic shavers,

In our family tree of comics, the gay
community’s been well served. There was
Ellen’s downtrodden (and decidedly
closeted) Everywoman, which was nice,
and a pleasant “in” secret 4s {o the real
reason behind her why-l-can’t-get-a-date

by Steven Foster
Original Photo by Woodallen Photography
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jokes. Scott Thompson gave us characters
such as Buddy Cole. And Lea Delarig,
while immensely popular to some, to
others is just a big fat loudmouth,
obnoxious woman playing the fat
loudmouth obnoxious dyke role for ag
long as she can.

Well if Lea Delaria is the dark/dyke
side of lesbian comedy, Vickie Shaw is her
Southern sorority sister. Blonde hair, blue
eyes, three Kids from a previous marriage,
played with Barbies when she was a little
girl, Shaw is the non-screaming antithesis
of Delaria. Although, to be fair, she has
been known to raise her volume in some
instances. As usual, children often incite a
louder delivery.

“Having a gay mom does change the
dynamics a little bit. The other day, the

kids are having one of those neighbor-
continued on page 57
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"THANKS TO TOM WADDEL, WE GO GAME

by Ran Blumburg

myriad of athletic events. And though the accent is on

friendship and camaraderie, it's a heated at.mnsphere—_t‘he
warm summer sun matched only by the feverishly competitive
spirit of the participants. G s o

[f this sounds like the Summer Olympic Games, youre right.
But the scene also fits a much younger event, one that turns sweet
16 this year.

The Gay Games. B2t

And the reason the Olympic Games has a gay compatriot 1s
largely due to the vision and desire of one man, Tom Waddel!.

In 1968, at the Olympic Games in Mexico City, _Amerlcan
athlete Tom Waddell finished sixth in the ruost_gruehng test of
strength and endurance offered in the Olympics panoply: the
decathlon, placing him among a precious, select few of the '-_'.rorld.
With this. Waddell is one of the top 10 all-around athletes in the
world.

And then, after that, he became a doctor. !

After years of contemplation about himself and his
accomplishments (both in the athletic arena anq the ER), Dr.
Waddell caught a vision of a new type of international sp_ortmg
event, one that replaces “the obsession to win at al]‘m?ts with the
positive joys of simple participation.” To Waddell, winning was not
a goal unto itself, or something represented by a trnph){ 1o‘adore
or a medal that symbolized greatness: Waddell thought winning as.:
quite simply and powerfully, “achieving cmt:*‘s pgrsnnal bes_st.'
Philosophically, this idea de-emphasizes natmnahsn:]. enabling

athletes to represent their locality, instead of their country.
Furthering this line of thinking, Waddell t‘hnught.m' formulate a
competition that eliminated minimum ability requirements 50 all
ages compete on an equal basis by age a{ui sex groupings,
something Waddell believed would stress simple participation

Imagine taut, toned bodies straining for peak performance mna

slightly over competition, thus encouraging total inclusiveness, E.lﬂd
allowing people to be who they were without pretfanse, celebrating
diversity while promoting both unity and solidarity.

This thought is not coming from some poor fat slob who sat
there, embittered, watching mega-athletes winning medal after
medal after medal. This thinking was from an Olympic athlete and
a doctor who also happened to be gay. And while this adds an
entire other texture to his thinking, it neither validates nor rendm.‘:-*.
it invalid. Waddell must have had something of a universal psych}c
substance to his belief because this year, once again, his dream will
be rigorously celebrated in Amsterdam. :

Tom Waddell longed for a world that recognized that gays are
(surprise, surprise) just people after all, with similar emotions,
aspirations, talents, skills, and competitive spirits as heterosem_lgis.
He wanted to disprove arbitrary stereotypes, counteract hostility,
and do away with the residual prejudice so often directed toward
gays. _

So, in June 1981, Waddell founded San Francisco Arts _and
Athletics (SFAA) to oversee the creation and pmduction‘ ofa !u‘sl-
ever “Gay Olympic Games.” However, three weeks prior ta the
opening ceremonies (diva Tina Turner was set tnlperfm‘m}, the
United States Olympic Committee (USOC) obtained a fede‘ra}
court injunction prohibiting SFAA from using the word “Olympic.

The big surprise of all this was that the USOC, in _thc past years,
had no problem with other applications for the ancient word—fhe
Special Olympics were well known for years, the Police Olympics,
the Dog Olympics, even the Nude Olympics all passed by th‘e
USOC virtually unnoticed. Powerless against the UsoC's
injunction, the SFAA deleted all “QOlympic” mentions (a perversely
Olympian task considering the late hour) and actually managed to
open the first Gay Games on August 28, 1982,

The games were a hit.
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ancers Lee Ingalls and Bob
Pavey both come from
classical ballet backgrounds.
Both 45 years old, they
coincidentally moved to Houston in
their early 20s They first met 20
years ago as Fred Astaire Dance
Studio instructors. But it wasn't
until their paths crossed in 1996
that they formed a friendship,
then a partnership.

Ingalls planned to make billiards
his sport at the 1298 Gay Games
in Amsterdam. But when Bob
decided to enter the ballroom
dance event and didn't have a
partner, Ingalls moved from the
pool table to the tango.

Two guys dancing together? In
tails! Mo, that's not something you
seg every day, but watch two pros
at work and you begin to get a real
guick lesson on the fluidity,
kinesthetics, and artistry that makes
this event worthwhile. Remember
Strictly Ballroom?

purred on by his father's lack
ot heafth and the death of his
lover, David Fagan began a
fitness program in Fall 1994, That
only whet his appetite. Hitting the
gym in 1995, the now 52-year-old
Fagan will flex his muscles in
Amsterdam, which might be an
actually lighter workout than his
usual one (weightlifting six times a
week, cardio twice a day, and
six—count 'em, shx—meals a day).
“Bodybuilding began as a
means to an end,’ explains
Fagan. “And ended up a means
to a beginning.”

With that success under their belt, the
SFAA decided to use their Herculean drive
to challenge the USOC's ban on the
Waddell and company's use of the now-
rigorously protected word Olympic. So, in
the midst of preparing for Gay Games II,
the SFAA suffered through a two-year legal
battle with the USOC. It was at this time
that the specter of AIDS was beginning to
cast its long and ugly shadow over America
and, in the early 1980s, SFAA founder Tom
Waddell found that he himself was one of
the many who were caught in the disease’s
dark wake. Nevertheless, the SFAA set a
precedent by adding cultural events to the
Gay Games Il athletic events, and the
number of athletes (and corresponding
budget) tripled,

But the SFAA were still in need of a
political, if not a “legal” affirmation of the
Games. That came on August 9, 1986,
when San Francisco Mayor Dianne
Feinstein attended the Games, buoying the
spirits of those present,

“These Gay Games,” Feinstein began,
“are very important. Don't let anybody tell
you they are not. What's important is that
you are here...you are good...you are
coming together from all over the world in
peace and love to demonstrate to all who
are willing to see that you are energetic,
enthusiastic, and that you have much to
give to this needy world.”

In the awful age of AIDS, this was more
than a pep talk, it was an almost parental
admonition to keep up the good work. So,
at the closing ceremonies, Waddell
announced that the site for Gay Games ITT
would be Vancouver. But the moment was
poignant to many, including Waddell
himself. Having tested positive for the HIV
virus, it was not likely that Waddell himself
would make it to Vancouver.

During the following year, the 1.5,
Supreme Court ruled in a 5-4 decision
supporting the lower court's decision to
disallow SFAA the use of the word
Olympic, and that the USOC did in fact
have proprietary rights to the use of the
term. Victory was apparently not enough
for the USOC, as they then began
maneuvers to have legal fees of $92,000
levied against Tom Waddell's residence,
even as Waddell was waging his battle with
AIDS.

On July 11, 1987, Waddell succumbed
to the disease, survived by his best friend,
a lesbian, with whaom Waddell fathered a
daughter, and a legion of people who were
permanently changed by Waddell's
Olympic vision.

Perhaps galvanized by Waddell's death,
the SFAA met in Seattle in 1989 to add
board members from around the world,
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subsequently changing its name to The Federation qf G_ay Games.
The international governing body and parent orgamzathn for the
Gay Games was charged with promoting, prf)tectu)g,_ and
perpetuating the games according to the founding principles
Waddell and others had set forth. In June 1990, just a few months
prior to the third Games, the FGG announces that Gay Games IV
would be held in New York City.

The Vancouver Games attracted even more athletes and saw
more than a six-fold increase in budget from the previous Qames.
The Tom Waddell Award for Outstanding Games Participation was
also inaugurated during opening ceremonies, The city of
Vancouver celebrated the Games wholeheartedly, offering athletes
free use of public transportation and amassing the city's largest-
ever volunteer effort. It was here that the Gay Games became a
world-class event.

But political issues continued to affect the Games as the FGG
formally requested to then-President George Bus]] that U.S.
immigration policies denying entrance to the HIV-infected be
overturned. The FGG also completed registration process for the
“Gay Games” name and logomark with the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, though attorneys for the USOC countered by
filing a petition it cancel this registration.

Fed up with the persecution, the FGG contacted Dr. Harvey
Schiller, the USOC executive director, to resolve the matter. The
meeting resulted in the USOC directing their attorneys to
withdraw the petition opposing the Gay Games trademark. F}ﬂ&lly,
in January 1992, the top brass of both organizations met to discuss
ways they could work together instead of against ealch other, and
by 1993 the USOC (finally) had a change of h-.ﬂ_.'a:rt. waiving the Feg?.l
fees against Tom Waddell's estate, even inviting the federation’s
executive committee to meet with the USOC in Colorado Springs
to discuss matters of mutual interest to both parties.

In November of 1993, the FGG met with the U.S, Department
of Heath and Human Services, the U.S. State Departmgnt, and t.he
U.S. Justice Department’s Immigration and Naturalization Service
to request “designated event” status for Gay l’:}gmes IV, thus
allowing all HIV-positive international Gameslpartwlpz»mts to enter
the U.S. without having to file special applications or visas. Amidst
this political parrying, the FGG received bids from Sydney, Atlanta,
and Amsterdam for hosting Gay Games V in 1998. _

Four months after their initial meeting with the Washington
power brokers, the FGG received the word that Attorney General
Janet Reno would sign the “blanket waiver” for Gay Games IV,

The Gay Games were on a roll. Justice, it appeared at last, was
on the FGG's side. And in 1994, the USOC honored the newly
outed multiple Olympic Medalist Greg Louganis. In a savvy display
of poetic justice, Louganis dedicated the award to Tom Wadr]ell:
Then, as if to signify their turning over a new leaf, the USOC
handbook cited Gay Games [V as one of 1994s not_eworthy events.

Gay Games IV became one of the largest sporting events in the
world. : 2008

By creating a safe and accepting environment, the Gay Games

still offers those present a freedom to express themselves openly,
to experience camaraderie and validation of sport, culture, and_art,
Through the Games, stereotypes are challenged and harrle_rs
broken down, both within the alternatively oriented c01nmu{11'gy
and between that community and the world at large. _’l_hts
opportunity to create positive change and, in W'ftd_ldel!’s vision,
“educate people through sport in the spirit of better
understanding,” was gaining momentum and validation globally.

As it approaches the next millenium, the FGG continues to flex -

its muscle to that end, giving realization to Waddell's claim that
“Games can change the world.”
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Pat Rol)ertson and the Wea,t}ler Channel

- My first activist gesture
was breaking a window
in Pat Robertson’s house.

This wasn't exactly Queer Nation,
though. It was a newspaper route, and I
was an 11-year-old hellraiser with less
than perfect aim. Depending on which
end of the horse you're looking at,
activism is either cultural vandalism or
beautification.

Now it seems that Miss Robertson is
in cahoots with Mother Nature to serve
up fierce storms on all the ‘
unwitting queers who i
head down to Orlando for
Gay days: divine wrath for
a weekend of spinning
teacups and lisping boys
in badly ventilated Chip

and Dale costumes.

Pt Robertson and [
graduated from the same
high school in Lexington, Virginia, His
father, state senator Willie Robertson, got
my father an appointment at West Paint.
What with all of Pat's horses, it might be
that we're both into chaps. The
similarities end there.

I'm not one to gossip, but if you ever
have the chance to play bridge in
Lexington, you might learn a few of the
items on Pat Robertson's own private
Leviticus rap sheet. Some ladies who
lunch will swear on a stack of scorecards
that a certain first child was conceived—
gaspl—out of wedlock.

When I first moved to Virginia Beach,
there were monthly hurricane warnings.
My then-boyfriend and [ would
frantically move all of the porch
furniture into the garage. We taped
windows and tied branches. Little did we
know that we had nothing to worry
abouf. A scant distance away, Pat was
busy prayerfully deflecting those pesky
acts of God. This is actually comforting
to me, since my therapist's office is half
a mile from the Christian Coalition, the
right wing’s answer to the Pentagon, At

Pat’s prayers, t

e
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least I know a twister will never interrupt
my 50 minutes.

Pat's meteorological resume includes
praying away Hurricane Gloria in 1985

and Hurricane Felix in 1995. Pat even sent
Gloria up the coast to Fire Island, much to

the chagrin of Calvin Klein, whose home
was trashed. Pat's prayers, to be sure,
aren't of the “Have mercy on humanity”
variety. They are pure “Please, Gad, steer
clear of my phat mansion, horse farm, and
corporate empire.” The rest of the world
be damned, God. Just save my crib. Pat

R

has made a career of shaking hands,
kissing babies, and rerouting natural
disasters to South Carolina. As if South
Carolina needed more problems.

It is worth noting that Pat is one of the
state’s only TV meteorologists who hasn't
been busted for soliciting an undercover
vice cop in & public bathroom. But maybe
those brave Lexington bridge ladies have
the dish on that, too.

Pat added that he had obtained footage
of last year's gay days which were “too
graphic to show.” I struggle to imagine
what could be so shocking. An orgy at
Space Mountain? People dropping acid
before Mr. Toad's Wild Ride? [ suspect
that the most shocking thing about Gay
Days is a hand-holding couple in “Nobody
Knows I'm Gay" shirts who, after two
years of strict monogamy, catch each
other’s sidelong glances at the passing
throngs of men.

Truth be told, I was elated when I heard
about Pat becoming a Weather Girl. Even
Hard Copy made fun of him. When bigots
show their asses like this, i's up to queers
to parlay it into something usable. Days

0 be sure, aren’t of the
“Have mercy on humanity” variety. They are pure
“Please, God, steer clear of my phat mansion,
horse farm, and corporate empire.” The rest

world be damned, God. Just save my crib.

AT e

after Pat’s storm warning, enterprising
Norfolk, Virginia queers were hawking
shirts at their pride festival saying, “Don’t
mess with me, or I'll hit you with a comet!"

QOutrageous acts of “faith” can turn
even conservatives into eye-rolling cynics.
One Christmas, when my born-again
brother insisted that we have a candle-
loaded sheet cake and sing “Happy
Birthday” to Jesus, even some of my-most
God-fearing relatives were over it. The
more Pat does to portray himself as a
sideshow freak, the better, This latest
media foray places him
squarely in Fred “God Hates
Fags"” Phelps territory.

Queer people of faith
have an opportunity to take
the high road here. Pat's
transformation into Elijah
the prophet, who made the
sun stand still, is the
ultimate act of human
arrogance. Even Jesus used his control
over nature sparingly, with tasteful photo
opportunities like withering fig trees and
walking on water. Jesus calmed a storm; he
certainly never put in a request for one.

It makes vou wonder what the
Christian Coalition is doing at its board
meetings. Given the substantial drop in the
Evil Empire’s budget, perhaps they're
doing more rainmaking than fund-raising.
Imagine power lunches to steer tornadoes
and group conference calls to divert cold
fronts from Promise Keepers gatherings.

Always one to put up or shut up, I issue
this memo to Miss Pat Robertson: touch
my Mouseketeers with inclement weather
and you'll rue the day. My voadoo doll is
full of black pins.

i

Kirk Read is the editor
| at Our Own, Virginia's
| statewide LGBT
newspaper. He can be
reached at
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by Sandra Wilkins

R e s e e

The Ultimate LDVI‘:/HATE Lelationship

hen I was 16 I traveled with my
dad to Tripoli, Libya, via New
York City and Rome. Our stop
in New York involved the ubiquitous half-
day Gray Line tour, the Staten Island
ferry, the Empire State Building, and the
Taft Hotel, very near Broadway on the
west side, but now leng gone. [ thought it
was a very big and scary place. Then at
23, I moved to London and stayed five
years before coming home to Texas and
starting my travel industry career.
Though I knew and loved London, I never
got to really “know” New York until I
settled in Houston and started working for
ALIA, the Royal Jordanian Airline, which
had its North American headquarters on
Fifth Avenue in New York City. My job
took me to NYC a couple of times a month
for a couple of years, and I could not
believe any place on earth would excite,
enchant, interest, frighten, and welcome
me more than London, but New York did
all those things and more.

Twenty years later, it still does. As fate
would have it, three of my life’s best
friends live in New York (Dan, Herb, and
my sister Jamie). Work has taken me to
the Big Apple many times, pleasure has

taken me several times, naughty sexual
encounters three times, and one joyous
opportunity of participating in the 25th
Anniversary of the Stonewall Riots and
Gay Games IV in June 1994, Jamie’s move
to New York was the uliimate reason to
keep this affair with the city.

But for the past few years, I've really
disliked so many things about New York,
It is not a place for the feint of heart, the
timid, the searching, nor the lonely. It is
big beyond your wildest imagination; it is
dirty regardless of how “less dirty” it is
under Mayor Rudolph Giuliani’s regime.
Show me one street in all of New York
where you can walk 50 yards without
having to step around, or more likely, step
in dog crap, and I'm talking good
neighborhoods here! s

It is intimidating; you walk so much
because you can't figure out how or are
afraid to use the subways and buses. Then
when you finally learn to hail a taxi, the
driver's either off duty or you're stuck in
cross-town traffic for an hour with the
meter ticking. It's exhausting and
expensive. During a recent visit with
Jamie, 1 toiled with 34 pounds of dirty

clothes in a basket with wheels for nine

TELAGE METERAND

long blocks in pouring rain, just to pay someone $27 to wash
dry, and fold panties, towels, and T-shirts. :

But guess what? There is no place like New York on this
or any other planet. So, I think I'll just always be the kind of
person who visits New York, overlooks the negatives, and
revels in the endless glories of this extraordinary city.

Let me give you a fabulous four days in New 'York, Sandra
style:

First, use your frequent flyer miles, if at all possible, and
upgrade to first class from Houston to Newark. Forget
LaGuardia—trust me, fly in to Newark. Lower yourself and
la%te the 59 shuttle into Midtown. (The shuttle ;'uns every 15
mmu.tes and will save you a bundle since it's “prix fixe” into
the city.) Then grab a cab to your hotel. Stay at the Paramount
or the Royalton, if you can afford it (West side shi shi makes
you feel just like who you want to be, especially at $220+ a
night). If these darlings won't work, then shoot for the trusty
PickwicK Arms, a well-located budget hotel that's been
around 50 or more years, offering clean rooms with private
bathrooms starting at $55 single, and they have a roof garden
to boot!

Next, you make darn sure your tickets for the Joyce
Theatre are in your coat or pants pocket, purse, or backpack,
then make your way by subway to the 14th Street Station. The
Joyce is New York's premier venue for dance performances,
and you will never see more exciting, innovative drop-dead
dancir‘ag than you do there. At $35 per ticket, it's also quite a
bargain compared to Broadway ticket prices. During my
recenit visit [ was treated to the best dance performance by
the Ballet Tech Company. Acclaimed by The Washington |
Times as “one of the nation’s most inventive choreographers
and one who has long sought to invigorate the art of ballet,”
Eliot Feld has built a company with a current take on the
sensibility that is ballet. There's not a bad seat in this small
theqter. and the lighting, music, and originality of
performances is awe-inspiring. Ballet Tech will be performing
Aug. 3-15, every evening except Sundays at 8 p.m.

Either before or after the Joyce experience, you must visit
the restaurant/bar Le Singe Vert (the green snake). Located
at 160 Seventh Ave, between Nineteenth and Twentieth
streets, where the left bank meets Chelsea, the restaurantis a
j‘jumpin' neighborhood French bistro.” And, don't forget the
jazz combaos that play for free on the weekends ... eclectic
beatnik types playing piano, bass, and drums for an admiring
crowd, Reasonably priced and tons of fun, the restaurant '
offers the best martinis in town.,

. Anather fine restaurant is the I'Ecole of the French
Culinary Institute. Students cook for patrons as part of their
rigorous training at the culinary school, where as the Zagat
guide says, “enjoy champagne style at ginger ale prices.” The
restaurant is one of NYC's best-kept secrets because you can
get a prix fixe lunch for $17.99 and dinner for $24.99, which
would cost at least twice that amount at any other restaurant
preparing such sumptuous fare. Open Monday-Saturday,
lunch is served from 12-1:45 p.m. and dinner from 6-9:30 p.m.
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Located at 462 Broadway at Grand Street in SoHo, reservations
are essential (call 212-219-3300).

Let me recommend two more restaurants, which are polar
opposites in atmosphere. First is Gotham Bar and Grill, located
in East Greenwich Village at 12 East 12th St. (call 212-620-4020
for reservations). In its 11th year, this beautiful grill was
nominated as Best Restaurant in the Nation by the James Beard
Foundation in 1997. It is the only New York restaurant to be
awarded three stars in four consecutive years by the New York
Times. And guess what? You can afford to dine here ... at least
for lunch, when it features the Gotham Prix Fixe Luncheon for
$19.96! This is an incredibly beautiful restaurant: very modern,
fantastic lighting and other fixtures, architectural touches
galore, a bar that is oh-so-elegant, and very friendly wait staff.
During my recent visit I was walking in as Kelsey Grammer was
walking out. Shortly after my sis and I were seated, who walks
up to be seated at an adjacent table? Meryl Streep and a very
handsome young man. I swear. Of course we gawked, but ever

so discreetly.

cross town, on the West Side, lives another major
contribution to New York’s endless dining experiences:
e Chelsea Bistro & Bar at 358 West 23rd St., between

Eighth and Ninth avenues (call 212-727-2026 for reservations).
Walking into the Gotham is like entering the 21st century.
Walking into the Chelsea Bistro, where brass railings, rich
tapestry banquettes, and working fireplaces remind you of a
more genteel and slower paced era, you're thrown back to the
19th century. This spot was awarded “Best Bistro in New York,”
and provides its guests with serious cooking and quality service.
Perhaps one of the best dishes I've ever eaten was its signature
goat-cheese tart with caramelized onions and golden pastry.
Warm, cozy, friendly and around $30 per person for dinner.

Now you'll want to explore some of New York’s famous
neighborhoods: Greenwich Village, home to Christopher Street
and Stonewall: SoHo, a trendy historic district with the greatest
concentration of cast-iron architecture in the United States and
vibrant home to art galleries, restaurants, and shops; Chinatown;
and Little Italy. Shopping will take some time as you browse
along Fifth Avenue, exploring Bloomingdales and Bergdorf
Goodman. And check out the bargains on Orchard Street, where
you can purchase Mont Blanc’s for 60 percent off retail!

Just around the corner from Bergdorf’s, located at Fifth _
Avenue and Central Park South, is the famous Plaza Hotel,.a
legend from the moment it opened in 1907, Even on a budget
you can walk through the public areas and afford one glass of
wine in the famous Oak Room and Oak Bar.

Step across the street from the Plaza and you are in Central
Park. all 840 acres of it. This is one of New York's best “people
watching” haunts, and it's free! If you're a true cornball, then by
all means do ride one of the horsedrawn carriages through the
park; they're delightful.

You'll need to get around in an efficient manner (o see and do
all these things. Taxis are plentiful, but the drivers these days
don't seem to know their way around too well, don’t speak much

English, and are often surly and rude. Of course this is a New
York tradition, and there will be times when a taxi is a4 mu st, but
because of the horrendous traffic congestion, you can eat up
$20 in no time and only go 10 blocks.

uck up and ride—no, let us say experience New York's

subway system. It’s a lot cleaner and quite safer these

days since Giuliani took the rein as mayor. It is also one
of the city's best bargains, and it takes you anywhere you want
to be ... Uptown, downtown, East Side, West Side. Brooklyn,
Queens, or the Bronx. Each ride costs a mere $1.50, regardless
of distance; it's cheap and efficient. The best thing to do is
purchase a MetroCard worth $5 or $10 of rides. Each time you
enter a station, just swipe your card and bingo, you're on the
way. When you run out of rides, just present your card with
more cash, and it gets re-filled. To do Staten Island and gaze at
the Statue of Liberty, you'll have to ride the ferry, Keep that one
on the back burner, you'll have more important things to do.

The subway is essential for your visit to the remarkable New

York Botanical Gardens, located way north in the Bronx at
200th Street and Southern Avenue. What a glorious place,
getting my vote as best botanical garden, even more so than the
famous Kew Gardens in London. Set on a spectacular 250-acre
site, it boasts 28 specialty gardens, plant collections, and
beautiful natural landscapes. One collection is “A World of
Plants” in the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory where tropical,

-
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subtropical, and desert plants are
featured. There’s also “Orchid Terrarium”
where specimens from over 5,500 orchid
plants are exhibited to the total delight of
the visitor.

Another big chunk of a day should be
allotted for visits to New York’s amazing
museums. Like with any other world-class
city, don't try to do them all; be selective,
do your homewark, and choose your
museums according to your personal
interests and tastes. The Metropolitan
(The Met) is outrageous, huge, and
complex; this museum spans the history
of world art ... a pretty big chunk to bite
off right there! I must say that if for no
other reason, pop into The Met to see the
huge Tiffany glass display and the re-
constructed living room of the Francis W.
Little Residence designed by Frank Lloyd
Wright. And speaking of Wright, don’t
leave the Guggenheim Museum off your
list, if only to gaze at the famous
architect’s landmark building with its
spiral design showing off a fabulous
collection of Impressionist and modern
masterpieces.

I love the MoMa (Museum of Modern
Art); it's much smaller and easier to
manage than The Met, and more to my
tastes than most of those items housed
there, At the MoMa you can see a
delightful melange of paintings, sculpture,
drawings, prints, industrial and graphic

design from the 1880s to the present.
Another small and wonderful museum is
the Cooper-Hewitt National Design
Museum, a branch of the Smithsonian
Institution. In 1996 the museum mounted
an exhibit dealing entirely with the
importance of graphic design transmitting
information to the eye and the incredible
explosion of creativity in all forms of
visual communication, from the printed
page to the Internet. Check out
www.si.edu/mixingmessages on the Web
for details about this exhibit.

Finally, two useful addresses for your
first day in town:

NYC Lesbian & Gay Community
Service Center, Greenwich Village, 208
West 13th, between Seventh and Eighth
avenues. Open daily 9 a.m.-10 p.m.

New York Convention & Visitor’s
Bureau, 810 Seventh Ave. Call 212-484-
1200 or 800-NYCVISIT for visitor
information, or visit www.nycvisit.com on
the Web.

Ah, NEW YORK. It's a great place to
visit, but I wouldn't want to live there!

Sandra Wilkins is the
owner of The Travel
Partnership in
Houston. Her e-mail
address is
outtravi@aol.com.

Qut of Town

by Andrew Collins

Minneapolis/St. Paul by Day

bastardize an old Oscar Wilde

saying, Minneapolis and St. Paul

are two cities divided by a
common river. Unfairly lumped together
by most folks as the seemingly identical
Twin Cities, these two vibrant and gay-
friendly getaways have their own
distinctive charms. Observers sometimes
note that St. Paul shares a close kinship
with the nearest major city to the east,
Chicago, while Minneapolis captures the

o=

spirit and aesthetic of the nearest major
city to the west (albeit at 1,800 miles
away), Seattle.

Despite having been developed as a
rough but productive mill town,
Minneapolis is today the flashier and
more cosmopolitan of the two. Its
residents tend to dress up before heading
out to a show (only New York City has
more theater seats per capita), party in
large numbers at the countless

cmwwawmawmmmamm%mmmmm&mﬂﬁmw

Warehouse District nightclubs, and dine in trendy see-and-be-
seen restaurants. Here you'll find the Twin Cities’ pro sports
teams, the two best art museums, and the region’s fanciest
window shopping. The gay scene is male-dominated and focuses
largely on cruisy clubs and fashionable coffeehouses, although
Minneapolis queers are less aftitudy than most.

The money that was generated by Minneapolis’ early
industrial prosperity typically found its way into the banks and
white-collar concerns of St. Paul, a city that has long maintained
a subdued old-money air. Despite this reputation, the city today
possesses a comfortable, middle-class, almost gritty character.
Note the abundance of close-knit low-keyed residential
neighborhoods dominated by neatly preserved red-brick row
houses and subdivided Victorian mansions. Nesting lesbians and
lesser numbers of nesting gay men have long been attracted to
the city’s community spirit and manageable pace, but visitors
may find less to see and do here than in Minneapolis.

Downtown Minneapolis has a towering modern skyline, the
highlights of which are gay iiber-architect Philip Johnson’s
masterful 57-story IDS Building and the elegant 1929 Foshay
Tower, whose 32nd-floor observation deck is open to the public.
Linking this structure to buildings on the 50-plus surrounding
downtown blocks is a vast network of second-story interior
skyways. If you wonder why, on blustery winter days, you see so
few pedestrians dashing along downtown's icy streets, it's
because most folks remain within these climate-controlled glass
tubes.

The one street that does typically buzz with colorful street
life, especially in warm weather, is Nicollet Mall, a 12-block
pedestrian-and-bus mall lined with park benches, trees,
sculptures, and ritzy shopping centers. Also great for wandering
is the nearby Warehouse Historic District, most of whose 150
buildings contain shops, restaurants, nightclubs, and about a
third of the city’s 100 art galleries.

Hennepin Avenue leads southwest from downtown to modest
but inviting Loring Park, a seeming slice of small-town America
whose beloved pond offers back an almost jarring reflection of
gleaming skyscrapers. Here a mix of queers, vagrants, yuppies,
and families wander around the grassy, minimally landscaped
shores, feeding ducks and enjoying the scenery. It's where Mary
Richards seems to thank the stars for life in Minneapolis during
the opening credits of The Mary Tyler Moore Show, and where
the gay pride parade commences each year.

Due west of the park begins Lowry Hill, a mixed-income and
fairly gay and artsy residential neighborhood that’s home to the
country’s largest regional theater, the Guthrie, and one of the top-
10 most-visited art museums in the nation, the contemporary
Walker Art Center. The city's GenX alternative scene centers on
nearby Uptown, a once-dowdy neighborhood whose rows of
brownstones are rented out mostly to twentysomethings with a
progressive bent and moderate-to-low incomes.

Midway between Uptown and downtown is the tremendous
Minneapolis Institute of Arts, which is housed in a 1915 Beaux
Arts building designed by the firm of McKim, Mead, and White.
The 80,000-piece collection has works by such diverse masters as
Picasso, Georgia O'Keeffe, Grant Wood, Rembrandt, and Titian.

New Construction
Victorian Homes in the
Historic Houston Heights

Large front porches, wide plank wood floors,

antique detailing with
modern amenities.

Call Paul Gomberg at 713.862.7999.

Web: www.premiervictorian.com

THE LOVETT INN

Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

Historic Accommodations » C orporate Meeting Rooms
* Banquet Facilities * Jacuzzi Suites » PoollHot Tub
* Near Downtoun, Museums and Medical Center

501 Loverr Blvd Houston, TX 77006

(713) 522-5224 » (800) 779-5224
Fax (713) 528-6708 Lovettinn.com
YOU'LL LOVE IT!
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St. Paul is east of Minneapolis, 10 miles as the crow flies and
about 30 minutes by car. The city’s workaday downtown is
anchored by the intersection of North Robert and 7th streets.
From here it's about a 10-minute walk to the Science Museum of
Minnesota, which has fine exhibits on paleontology, biology, and
anthropology. The museum is close to the large park anchored
by the Cass Gilbert-designed Minnesota State Capitol, a turn-of-
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LITTLE BLACK BOOK

(Minneapolis’ and St. Poul's area code is 612)
Depot Place (214 E, 4th St., St Paul).

Foshay Tower (821 Marquette Ave. S,
Minneapolis, 341-2622),

Greater Minneapolis Convention & Visitors
Center (348-7000, websiie
www.minneapolis.org).

The Guthie Theater (725 Vineland PI.,
Minneopalis, 377-2224),

DS Building (777 Nicoliet Mall, Minneapalis).

Mall of America (60 E. Broadway, 1-494 at
241h Ave., Bloomingtan, 883-8800).

Minneapolis Inshitute of Arts (2400 3rd Ave. 8,
Minneopolis, 870-3131)

Minnesata History Cenfer (345 Keliogg Bivd,
W St Poul, 296-6126).

Minnesota Museum of American Art (75 W,
Sih St 2nd fioar of the Londmark Center, St
Paul, 292-4380)

Minnesota State Capitel (Aurora and
Constifufion Aves, St Paul, 297-3521)

Science Museum of Minnesota (30 E. 10ih
St, St Poul, 221-9488),

6985 or B00/627-6101).
St. Paul Farmer’s Market (290 E. 5th St S1.
Paul, 227-6856)

S, Minneapclis, 375-7622)

St. Poul Convention and Visitors Bureau (297-

Walker At Center (Vineland PL of Lyndale Ave.

the-century structure
rife with domes, arches,
columns, and murals.
The most engaging
downtown attraction is
the Minnesota History
Center, whose
exhaustive collection of
memorabilia and
artifacts captures the
region’s past, from a
replica of an early sod
house to an actual
costume worn by Prince
in Purple Rain. A short
walk from here is the
Minnesota Museum of
American Art, housed
inside the neo-
Romanesque Landmark
Center, which looms
over gracious Rice Parlk.
Southeastern St.
Faul, down near the river
and known as the
Lowertown Historic
District, is ideal for
strolling. This 17-block
tract of former
warehouses and
industrial concerns
bears a certain .
resemblance to

Minneapolis' Warehouse District. A key landmark is Depot
Place, a 1920s rail depot that now houses restaurants and
boutiques. Nearby is the engaging St. Paul Farmers' Market,

which is held on weekend mornings,

While traveling between the Twin Cities, consider a detour to
Bloomington, home to what some hail as one of America’s -
greatest man-made wonders, the Mall of America. This hulking
retail shrine to middle-brow consumerism contains every
imaginable chain store known to man. It is by far the most-
visited attraction in the northern Midwest.

Andrew Collins recently authored the greatly expanded second
edition of Fodor's Gay Guide to the USA, as well as six gay
guides covering the West Coast, New York City, South Florida,
and Amsterdam. He can be reached care of this publication or ai
gayfodors@aol com. For more Out of Town, visit www.gay.net,

Vickie Victorious

continued from page 45

hood fights, as kids are prone to do. I heard
one of my kids scream out, ‘My mom can
lick your mom." Hey! Watch what you're
saying! Don't go making promises vou can’t
keep! I don't even like his mom!"

Shaw's appearance at last vear's
Empower event gave Shaw an invaluable
opportunity. While local lesbian icon Nancy
Ford was given the slot right before Judy
Tenuta, Shaw was “epening” for the entire
venue, placed right before the Gay Comedy
Jam. Perhaps it was the delightful surprise
of having a credible opening act, maybe it
was the bright, crisp, witty new material, but
Shaw was the one who people were talking
about the next week. Gay men were grilling
lesbians on who this woman was, where did
she perform, how come you didn't tell us
about her sooner? Shaw’s observations on
the trials of modern technology—cell
phones, beepers, caller ID, *69—hit a
universal note for everyone, which most of
her comedy does. And her gay schtick is
more dead-on than most, blooming with
terrific word play and sequencing that recalls
the best of the blue-collar Brett Butlers and
early Rosie O'Donnells.

“I'm a Texan by birth. I'm a lesbian by

@

grace,” explains Shaw on her recent CD
You're funny?—My Mom. “And if y'all see
Grace, tell her I said hi.”

Her intimate knowledge of Texas pride
(and prejudice) has allowed her to mine rich
veins of comedic gold. Vidor, Walmart, and
Southern Baptists pop up in queer cultural
references like so many bad (but very funny)
weeds in her garden of comic delights.
Parenting, teenagers, and Barbies give
immediate accessibility to both straights and
gays alike. She’s still amazed that more
lesbians didn’t play with Barbies which, when
you think about it, is a real valid query,

It was thinking such as this that gave her
such grief when she realized she was gay.

“I'may be attracted to women, but [ can’t
be a lesbian,” recalls Shaw. “I like Laura
Ashley polished cottons. And I throw like a
girl! And I ery for no reason. I'm just a big
old crybaby.”

Then, the undeniable revelation.

“Oh my God,” she laments. “I'm a gay
man, With heterosexual tendencies. Trapped
in a woman’s body. It was frightening.”

Get your tickets now for the August 9th show
with Vickie Shaw and Roxanna Ward at The
Laff Stop. Tickets available at The Lajf Stop,
Lobo Bookstore, and Tracy’s Retreat,

If you're getting
tired of picking
me up...
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by John-Aaron

The Good Habit of
Good Health

How regular exercise can change
your body ... and your health.

e've heard it for decades. Exercise is good for your

health and can have a strong influence on how you

look and feel. However, the type of exercise activities
you choose will determine whether you lose fat, gain muscle, or
do a bit of both. To a certain extent, you can influence your
results by designing an exercise program that accomplishes
specific goals.

The human body is a combination of fat and lean body mass
(muscle, bone, connective tissues, and body fluids). The percentage
of a person’s weight which is fat is referred to as the “body fat
percentage.” For example, if a person weighs 150 pounds, and 30
pounds of it resides as fat, then that person has a 20-percent body
fat measurement. The remaining 120 pounds is lean body mass.

In terms relative to overall health, it has been recomme nded
that women maintain a body fat percentage that does not exceed 30
percent of their total body weight. For men, this percentage isa bit
lower, 20 percent. Although many people still rely on the scale to
tell them how “well” they are doing, body composition concentrates
on the numbers that have true relevance as far as health risk factors
are concerned.

Aerobic exercise is still considered the most effective method of
reducing body fat while maintaining lean body mass. Aerobic

* exercises are low to moderate intensity exercises that move the
muscles of your lower body for extended periods of time, and make
your heart beat faster. Performed three to five times a week for 30
to 60 minutes at a time, aerobic exercise will reduce your body fat
percentages. But, consistency and a low-fat diet are cssential:

For an allaround exercise program, strengthening exercises
are also included to tone muscles. The most effective way to
increase muscle strength is to overload the muscle on a regular
basis through weight training or calisthenics. Weight training
utilizes either free weights (barbells, dumbbells, bands, etc.) or
machines (Nautilus, Keiser, Cybex, etc.) to work the muscles.
Calisthenic exercises, such as situps, push-ups, and leg lifts,
increase muscular strength and endurance by challenging muscles
to lift the weight of certain body parts. Many people are also
incorporating the use of hand-held and ankle weights to increase
resistance. Depending on your goals, you may choose to include
both aerobic activities and muscle strengthening activities in your
weekly workouts.

Body "Type” Casting -
The pleasure of exercise often eludes people who begin with
unrealistic expectations. They believe that if they exercise hard

fir i e

enough, they can sculpt their flesh into the
body of their dreams. Remember, our
bodies can change. However, the capacity
for what can be built will govern the
unique possibilities that our bodies
possess. Exercise itself will not change our
genetic makeup.

Body “types” are determined by
genetic inheritance, and there are three
characteristic body types. However, most
bodies are a combination of all three, with
a greater tendency toward one type:

® Ectomorphs are relatively thin and
linear.

* Endomorphs are what would be
considered rounder and voluptuous.
* Mesomorphs are more adept at
building muscle.

Also, weight tends to be distributed in
one of two ways: above the waist (apple-
shaped) or below the waist onto the hips
and buttocks (pear-shaped). Needless to
say, most men are likely to be apples while
most women tend to be pears. This may be
due to the gender-specific fat needed to
sustain having a child,

“What If | Hate to Exercise?”

Many people struggle with exercise.
This fact is apparent when statistics show
that many Americans simply do not
exercise. Although knowing that exercise
is good for them; this does not seem to be
enough of a motivating factor to keep them
moving for a lifetime. .

We develop many of our feelings about
exercise and begin to form our athletic
personalities in our early years. You may
remember being yelled at by the coach
because you couldn’t do a single chin-up or
push-up; being made to feel less than
adequate by your teammates because you
weren't as adept as they were; or even
worse, being the one nobody wanted on
their team. Like you, as a child, I learned to
associate exercise with embarrassment
and humiliation and carried those negative
feelings into adulthood. But, I can
personally testify to the fact that exercise
doesn't have to be something to fear. Why?
Because, this time, you are in control.

Sometimes, when adults (who already
feel like klutzes) finally consent to try a
new activity, they tend to blame themselves
for feeling awkward or not enjoying the

s e

activity, but this can result from many
different factors. Perhaps they just didn’t
enjoy the actual movement, didn't like
sweating, or couldn't develop a good
relationship with the instructor/trainer. In
any case, this individual may or may not
know what is really preventing them from
becoming physically active, Until this
problem is dealt with and overcome, he or
she may never be able to exercise
successfully.

With the media’s emphasis on the
importance of exercise, it's easy to get
caught up in a narrow view of what
exercise is and what “counts” as actual
exercise. And, while some people say they
hate to exercise, it'’s more likely that they
have not yet been introduced to a form of
exercise that they enjoy, or they may not
have managed to let go of the insecurity
and humiliation they felt as a child in gym
class. Once those obstacles are removed,
there is virtually nothing that can prevent
you from enjoying the benefits of exercise.

However, bear in mind that if you
choose to exercise with the singular focus
of changing your genetic makeup and that

exercise will be the miracle solution that
brings you eternal happiness, then you are
leaving yourself wide open for great
disappointment. The signal that you are'on
the right track is if you're enjoying the
activities you are doing and feel good about
yourself.

Exercise is simply a healthy lifestyle
behavior that can help you become your
physical best, while improving your health
and thereby improving your quality of life.
Enjoy the higher self-esteem and greater
feeling of freedom that comes from
exercise. And allow exercise to teach you
how to appreciate your body and its unique
qualities. Remember that there are at least
a hundred ways that you can move your
body. So—go dance, stroll, dash, play, and
enjoy exercise on your own terms, After all,
you are in control.

John-Aaron is a nationally certified
personal trainer, member of the
International Assoc. of Fitness
Professionals, and owner of Muscle
Mechanics, a personal fitness training
and nutritional guidance facility.
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Randy Mitchmore, D.D.S,, welcomes
| you to his practice family at
LifeSmiles-a dental practice of care,
of service, of relationship.
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Preventive and Cosmetic Dentistry
Computer Imaging
Restorative Dentistry ® Implantation
Hospital Care
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Get On or Get Off

by Paul Simmons

“Half measures availed us nothing.”
—Alcoholics Anonymous

new study found what many have long suspected—a lot
of us living with HIV are taking our medication
aphazardly.

Johnston, Zabor and Associates conducted telephone
interviews with 665 HIV-infected patients for a survey
commissioned by DuPont Merck. Almost all of these patients
said their physicians provided education on the importance of
taking anti-HIV medication properly. Ninety-three percent said
they believed that taking antivirals would lengthen their lives.
Still, 26 percent of the survey participants acknowledged non-
compliance on the prior day; 43 percent acknowledged non-
compliance in the prior week.

The company conducting the survey also interviewed 100
HIV-treating physicians. All of these doctors were board
certified in family practice, internal medicine, or infectious
diseases. These physicians had practiced their specialty for a
minimum of two years and were seeing at least 50 HIV-positive
patients. The doctors estimated that 54 percent of their patients
missed doses or were otherwise non-compliant with medication
in the prior month.

People with HIV aren't the only ones who fail to take their
medication properly. In any population requiring chronic
therapy, you will find appreciable levels of non-compliance. For
example, my best friend is afflicted with insulin-dependent
diabetes, a potentially life-threatening condition. He’s the most
intelligent human being I've ever known, and he understands
well the importance of controlling his condition. But he doesn’t
monitor his blood glucose regularly and he hasn't seen the
doctor in at least two years. When his blood sugar gets low, he
sweats and trembles and comes close to passing out. When it's
high, he becomes irritable and irritating. Either way, he gets
immediate feedback about his non-compliance.

But for non-compliant HIV-positive people, this isn’t the-case.

In fact, we may actually feel better when skipping doses of
medication, and skipping is evidently what a large number of us

are doing. Among patients in the survey who acknowledged non-

adherence, one-fourth of those who had been on therapy for
more than 25 months admitted to taking “drug holidays” thal on
average, lasted 14.4 days.

This suggests to me that many of us are consistently and
willfully negligent in taking our drugs. Yet physicians, driven by
a need to feel helpful, continue to prescribe therapy for the non-
compliant, [ support a different approach. Those of us who can’t

G e R e e e e

‘Among patients in the survey who
acknowledged non-adherence,
one-fourth of those who had been on
therapy for more than 25 months admitted
to taking “drug holidays” that, on
average, lasted 14.4 days.”

or won't take our medication properly should be withdrawn from
therapy. Upon hearing me say this, one reviewer exclaimed, “Oh,
Paul! You can't do that. You're withholding treatment.” But
intermittent, haphazard drug-taking isn’t treatment: it’s a public
health menace. Suboptimal dosing is the fastest route to drug-
resistant virus. And given the rate at which H[V-positive people
are transmitting the virus to the uninfected—40,000 to 60,000
Americans will seroconvert this year—the breeding of drug-
resistant HIV presents a clear and present danger to the public
health.

Of course, some with drug-resistant HIV acquired it through
no fault of their own. They may have been unfortunate enough to
take the first, poor formulation of saquinavir. Or perhaps their
physician prescribed a protease inhibitor without changing the
background nucleoside therapy. Or perhaps their gut, damaged
by years of viral replication, proved incapable of absorbing the
drugs. We must press the pharmaceutical industry to develop
second-generation therapies for these patients.

But many with drug-resistant HIV promoted it with erratic
dﬁsmg True, the drugs are toxic; the dosing regimens, hard to
follow. Moreover, in the last two years, the drug industry and the
seronegative activists who now dominate the circles of treatment
advocacy have shoved the “hit hard, hit early” paradigm down our
throats. We have not given HIV-positive people permission to say,
“I'm not ready to take the drugs.” But these considerations can
only explain non-adherence; they do not excuse it. Some of us
may need to wait until late in the course of disease—waiting even
until opportunistic infections and tumors are imminent—before
taking antivirals. Early, potent drug therapy isn’t for everyone.

There is also the matter of cost. Privately insured patients who
don’t take their medicine properly contribute to higher premiums
and increased healthcare costs for everyone. Patients at public
facilities who don't take their medications properly are
squandering other people’s money.

When we fail a first regimen by reason of non-compliance,
many physicians simply write us another prescription for
different drugs, and the cycle repeats. This sounds harsh, I know.
But for those who won't take their medication—every dose, every
day-—-tnstead of a prescription for still more drugs, the doctor

——— should give them one that reads simply,
“Carpe diem.”

Paul Simimons, a registered nurse board
| certified in HIV/AIDS, is the treatment
| information specialist at The Center for
AIDS. You can send him e-mail at
NursePaul@aol.com.

Your Kroger Signature store on
Montrose offers one-stop-shopplng
convenience
Meal Center
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%+ Nutrition Center
% Organic Produce
% Wine Chiller
% Floral Shoppe
< FTD Worldwide Floral Delivery ! |
< Pharmacy |
¢ Deli/Pastry Shoppe
<+ Self Serviee Seafood i ,
% Sara Lee Sandwich Shoppe i E
4+ Rotisserie Chicken i
“+ Flame Grilling ;
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harmacy: 713-526-1239

The Center for AIDS & AmFAR

(The American Foundation for AIDS Research)

Present
The Houston Geneva Update

An Update on the 12t International
Conference on AIDS in Geneva
[ TuE - |

Continental B
Airlines ®

More airline for prar maney.”

AIDS RESEARCH

120 Wall Street, 13" Floar
Mew York, NY 10005

REMEMBRANCE
PROJECT

Co-Sponsored by the Montrose Clinic, Aves & WAM

Featured Speakers:
Calvin Cohen, M.D., Community Research Initiative
Boston Joseph C. Gathe, Jr., M.D., Houston
Theo Smart, Editor, AmFAR Clinical Trials Directory, New York
Moderator: Kevin Robert Frost, Clinical Research Director, AmFAR

7:00 to 9:00 P.M. « Thursday, July 16"
The Crown Plaza Hotel « 2222 West Loop South

(Between Westheimer and San Felipe)
For more information call 713.527.8219
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Please note the Calendar deadline for OutSmart’s August issue is 5 p.m,, Monday, July 13

July

R 5

3 Silent Auction for the AIDS Coalition of
Coastal Texas, Inc, at 7 pm @ Longfellows on
Galveston lsland, 2405 Postaffice. Far more informa-
tion call the coalition at 409/763-AIDS or Longfellows
at 40%/763-8800.

3-5 Red, White & You is a sizzling hot fourth
of July weekend of events to benefit the fight against
HIVIAIDS. It begins with the Blast-Off welcome/get ac-
quainted party on Friday at the Turntable Club at
Bayou Palace (tickets $10). Saturday begins with a Big
Bang celebration that will provide an open bar and
360-degree rooftop view of Houston's skyline & the
fireworks display (tickets $30 advance, $35 door). The
main evert at the Edwin Homberger Center wall follow
for an eveming of dancing with an open bar & a surpnise
puest performance (tickets $35 advance, $40 door).
Lost in Space after-hours dancing, hosted by Rich’s, will
conclude the evening's events {tickets $10 door). On
Sunday, in- and out-of-town guests can sip champagne
during the Mission Accomplished brunch/daylong
dance party at Spy Club & Lounge (tickets $25 ad-
vance, $30 doar). Fer mare information, call the City

of Hope Hotline at 713/521-2910 or Body Positive at
713/524.2374,

9-12 The Houston Summer Boat Show.
The entire manne industry will be represented in a
panorama of exhibits, displays, & info from the world
of boating, travel, fishing, hunting, & sport. Experts will
be conducting free seminars daily on a vanety of ma-
rine & recreational subjects. Admission $6 adults, $3
children under 12. Thurs, & Fri, 1-9 pm; Sat. 10 am-%
prm; Sun. 10 am-6 pm @ George R. Brown Convention
Center. For more info: 713/526-6367.

10-12 Train Me. The Gay and Lesbian Switch-
board of Houston (GLSH) will be conducting training
for new phone staff volunteers, GLSH is a nonprofit in-
formation & referral service providing info on argani-
zations, services, events, & matters of interest to &
about the gay & lesbian community in the Houston
area. It also provides info on AlDS, peerfactive listen-
ing and, when necessary, crisis intervention, GLSH,
staffed entirely by trained volunteers, also maintains the
hate crimes/incidents e, Velunteer or mare infe:
713/529-3211 or leave message @ 713/529-9615:.
11 Space Center/Kemah Dinner. The
Houston Outdeor Group (HOG) 15 taking a trpto
outer space—well, not exactly outer space, but out'ta

the Space Center in Clear Lake, Then they'll go down
to Kemah to have a seafood dinner on the water. For
more information, call 71 3/KAMP-OUT (526-7688).
12 All Wet. Houston Gay & Lesbian Parents’
farnily activity is & pool party. For lecation and time, call
713/284-4939,

15&29 Loky is not all that low-key with their
acoustic rock, folk blues sound. Admission is free, @ pmi
@ Café Artiste, 1601 W. Main, 713/528-3704.

17 Brosure, They've got a funky, bluesy, jazzy
sound. Admission is free, 9 pm @ Café Artiste, 1601
W, Mair, 713/528-3704.

17-26 The Yeoman of the Guard is the stary of
Colonel Fairfax, condemned to death in the Tower of
Londen, and his daring escape, while stealing the heart
of another man's intended. Presented by The Gilbert
& Sullivan Saciety of Houston, Tickets $12-$30. Cullen
CEI'I‘.E" @ Wortham Theater Center, Smith St. at
Texas Ave, More info: 71372382323,

18 Gleeful Girls. It's a live performance by
the local acoustic dug, Girls With Guitars. Admission
is free, 9 pm-midnite @ Café Artiste, 1601 W, Main,
T13/528-3704.

268&27 Tee Time.

The 1st Annual Trnity Life
Continued on page 64

http:www. klever.org/spit.

hey wreaked a gentle havoc on America in
: 1997, performing at nearly 30 venues on the

first tour of its kind: and after surviving six
wccks of greasy truckstop dining, tragic vehicular break-
downs, and phenomenal sold-out shows, the ladies of
Sister Spit have hit the road in "98 with a brand-new
lineup. There's Lynn Breedlove, notorious Tribe8 mouth-
piece and spastic storyteller; working-class herolda Acton;
hyperactive cultural critic Beth Lisick, author of Monkey
Girl; The Turnbuckles, a dynamic duo of poetry and
trapeze; the political wit of gut-wrenching performance
artist Stanya Kahn; erotica, lovespells, and advice for
daily living/from Femmepres Shar Rednour; and bitter-
sweet angst from rising star Shoshana bon Blanckensee.
All this plus the exciting antics and verbal terrorism of the
lovely hosts Sini Anderson and Michelle Tea. Saturday,
July 11, 8 p.m. @ Templo, 5217 Feagan. Call 713/802-
1828 for tickets/more imformation. Visit Sister Spit-at

Sister Spit’s Ramblin’ Roadshow!

Two Vanloads of Bitchin” Bad-Ass Girl Poets, Performers, Trapeze Artists, & Show-Offs

62 JULY 1998  OutSmart

ED

UH

Merchant lvory Films
HIGHLIGHTS

Each summer, Houston's Museum of Fine Arts spotlights o significont contributor
te the filim mdustry. This year, the museumn fectures the works of Merchant Ivory,
a tria of collaborators including producer Ismail Merchant, director fames vary,
and scrasnwriter Ruth Prawer fhabvala. Most of their works focus on war, secial
classes, ond clashes befween the Indian culture and British society, but therr
gdaptations of famous novels have garmered mare recognition. For more
infarmation, call 713/639-7515 or visit the Web site at hitpiwww.mfah.org
= Jule Christie, who received an Oscar for her role in 1965's Darling and a
Best Actress nomination for her role in last year's Afterglow, stars in Heat and
Dust as a Westerner who visits present-day India to unravel the facts of an
old family scandal invalving her great aunt (Greta Scace hl), Based an
Jhabvala's award-winning novel, the film shifts between the 1920s and the
1980s. Jhabvala received the Booker Prize, Great Brtain's highest literary
award in 1975, for the novel. Sun,, July 12, 715 pm
» As a result of a chance meeting, the lives of two families intertwine in
Howards End, which explores class divisions and cultural conflicts in 1910
England. Henry and Ruth Wilcox (Anthony Hopkins and Vanessa Redgrave)
head an upper-class family that dominates a good society, usually scoffing at

the working-class. This film of greed and betrayal turns when Henry
introduces Margaret Schlegel (Emma Thompson), his second wife from a
e-class family. Howards End received nine Academy Award nomina
tions with Thompson taking the Bast Actress honor, Sat., July 18, 730 prg-
* Based on EM. Foster's navel,
Maurice honestly and engross-
ingly describes the relationship
of two young Cambridge
schoolmates as they come 1o
terms with their sexual identi-
ties inan Edwardian-era society
that dismisses homosexual love.
james WWilby gives a compelling
performnance as Maunce, who
is 1 love with Clive (Hugh
Grant). Their friendship emo-
tionally develops, but only
Clive's fears keep the relation-
ship fram becoming physically
ntimate. Maunce decides to
suppress his desire for Clve,
and allows himself to be se-
ducedbya gamekeeper (Rupert
Graves) unafraid of society's
condemnation. The film ‘illus-
trates how homaosexual rela-
tionships deteriorate when out-
side forces become influential.
Ben Kingsley, Denholm Elliett, :
and Simon Callow head a superb supporting cast, Wil try and Grant shared
the Best Actor award at the Venice Film Festival. Sun., July 19, 5 p.m.
* Anthony Hepkins and Emma Thompsen are reunited in The Remains of the
Bay, which follows a 20-year relationship between an unemaotional English
bistler and a delightful head housekeeper, In a series of flashbacks, [ames
Stevens {Hopkins) recounts his days of service for a self-important anstocrat
and Mazisympathizer {|ames Fox) while ignaring his feelings for Sally Ke:
(Thompson), Jhabyala adapted the screapplay from the ironic novel by
Kazuo lshigura: Also stars Christopher Reeve. Sun, July 19, 7:30 pam.
* Mr and Mrs. Bridge is both a powerful portrait of an ordinary midwesterm
“warrlagﬁ nd a socal commentary of partners living in guiet desperatian
Paul ewman is a smug attorney, and joanne Woodward stars as his meek,
servant wife, Woodward was nominated for an Oscar for her portrayal
3 F.r-c‘.z_t’ ardweas parned Best Actress by the tNew York Film Ceitics Cir
|L:|:,J 25,930 eHaqH
ma Janowilz provides an impressive screenplay about MNew York's hip
w far Slaves of New York, an ironic and humorous interpretation of
t Side subculture of dubs and gallenes. Bemadett
an cutsider trying to find a place in the social cre

Hugh Grant
in Maurice.

et
0%

., Jualy

—Melissa Yalenzuela

July Jewels

July’s a Gem Month for Films

LIFETIME TV

Chnnge of Heart: (left) Elaine & Jim Marshall (Jean Smart & John Terry)
are married, but Jim has a change of orientation (right) with Phil
Summers (Patrick Kelly, background).

CHANGE OF HEART

aine Marshall (Jean Smart of Designing Women fame)
has been in a conventional heterosexual marriage for 20
years. Or at least that’s what she thought. Come to find out,
her straight husband, Dr. Jim Marshall (John Terry), 18 not all that
straight. Her happy marriage with two darling children and two
beautiful houses—one in the city, the other in the country—sud-
denly turns into a major transitional life change when she discovers
Jim' is having an affair with another man, Phil Summers (Patrick
Kelly). *+ With the present media bombardment of gay news, Elaine
seems overly naive about gay issues, even though she counts a gay
male couple as friends (my guess is that they're really acquaintan-
ces). But Elaine and Jim have apparently raised their children to be
openabout such issues: in one touching scene, their son is protective
of a gay guy who is being verbally harassed. However, after his
father tells him thathe’s gay, the son bashes that same guy. * Change
af Hearr is full of contradictions, but then so is life. And this TV
movie admirably depicts one of many events that might happen
when we come out of our closets. * Premieres Monday, July 20, at
8 p.m. on Lifetime Television, —Bilase DiStefano

HE HANGING GARDEN

weet William belongs to adysfunctional family. If you're
one of the fortunate few to not be privy to what this
particular problem is like, you can enlighten yourself by
seeing The Hanging Garden; if you are privy to it, you can identify
with the main character’s journey. Either way, you're in for a special
treat. William (Ian Parsons as Little Sweet William. Troy Veinotte
| as Teenage Sweet William, and
Chris Leavins as Adult Sweet Wil-
liam), after being away from his

rural home for 10 years, returns for
Continued on page 66

Sweet William (Chris Leavins)

comes out in The Hanging Garden.
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Tabletop Fountains

Town &

Country Mall
713.984.1242

Galleria Il

Level li
713.552.1242

hanson galleries

NeuSnﬁ“"

Houston's Premiere Internet Service Provider

Caill

NeoSoft Inc. ’Sé‘NEOSOH

1770 St. James Place, Suite 500

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY

Licmsegg%ﬁniage & Family Therapist
Centified IMAGO Relationship Counselor

DENISE O’DOHERTY
3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 910

g PN HOUSTON, 77098
T8 & e (713)524-9525
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Certer Sports Legends Gala 8 Golf Classic features celebrity sports figures, such as
Kewvin Bass, Enos Cabell, Greg LeFleur, Dan Pastorini, & many others. They're gath-
ering to help the Trinity Life Center of Care for Homeléss and Abused Children. The
“Gala 1s Sunday, &:30 pm @ Houstenian Hotel, 111 North Post Oak Lane; cost is $75
per person. The Golf Classic is Monday, 9 am @ Kingwood Country Club, The |s-
land Course; cost is $150-5250 per persan. A celebnity sports figure will be included
in each of the 4-person teams. Info/reservations: 713/688-3773 or 713/771-6200.

29&30  Lilith Fair features Sarah McLachlan, MNatalie Merchart, Bornie Raitt. &
Erykah Badu on the main stage: Holly Cole & Ebba Farsberg on the second stage
July 29 show also features Meredith Brooks & Rebekah; the |uly 30 show also fea
tures Liz Phair & Diana King. Tickets ($29-$49) on sale at Ticketrnaster outlets or
charge by phone at 713/629-3700. Show starts 5:30 pm @ the Cynthia Woods
Mitchell Pavilion.

31-Aug.2 An Island Just for Us. Just for Us, a social group for kids in &th-12th
grades with lesbian or gay parents, is taking a weekend trip 1o South Padre Island.
For more information, call 713/284-4939.

Planning Ahead

SRR
Two Girls: Yery Blonde, Yery Out, Yery Funny. “Vickie Show
cheap, but looks good in the

s i s

Aug 9
is to gay comedy what Mary Kay is to cosmetics . . .

dare.” Roxanng Ward—"It's as if Bette Midler and Steve Allen had a love child.” 7:30
prn @ The Laff Stop, 1952-A West Gray, 713/524-2333. Tickets available at The Laff
Stop, Lobeo Bookstore, & Tracy's Retreat,

Aug 4-16  Chicago. The razzle dazzle of the big trial . . . the transparent mo-
tives of big- 'L='I<in5 big-buck lawyers . . . the bribes and lies in the slammer ., . get-
ting away with murder. [t's just arolhnr day in Chicago, the musical that's taken
Rn;n dway by storm and features what may be Kander and Ebb's finest score. In 2
plot that could be ripped from today's tabloid headlines, Chicago tells the story of
Roxie Hart, a murderess who manipulates the media and uses her notoriety 1o
become a star, Chicago is the recipient of six 1997 Tony Awards, six Drama Desk
Awards, five Outer Critics Circle Awards, an award from the New York Drama
Critics' Circle, and the 1998 Grammy Award for Best Musical Show Album. Jones
Hall, 615 Louisiana. Tickets ($43.50-549.50) available at all Ticketmaster locations
or charge by phone at 713/629-3700.

Aug 11-16 Michigan Womyn's Music Festival. Continuing strong after 23
consecutive years, this annual event attracts 5,000-8,000 women for a weeklong
event that inc 40 performances, 200 workshops, a film festival, crafts fair, & 650
secluded acres for camping. Scheduled artists include Indiga Girls, Alice Walker,
Ferron, Marga Gomez, Teresa Trull & Barbara Higbie, and Rhiannon, Info: 616/757-
4766, or www.rnichfestcom. Write to WWTMC, P.O. Box 22, Walhalla, M| 49458,
Oct 511  Tanqueray's Texas AIDS Ride is 2 seven-day, 575-mile bicycling
event expected 1o raise more than $6 million. Forty-four agencies throughout
Texas—eight of them in Houston—will benefit from the net proceeds of the ride.
Texas AIDS Ride is a ride, not a race, You don't have to be an athlete, You Just have
to want to participate in an event that will challenge your body and mind, For mare
infermation, and to receive a brochure, call 713/521-RIDE.

Theater

b e R S :
* Agatha Christie Made Me Do It is 2 mystery comedy with brains, according to
director Michael Sullivan, who is staging Houston playwright Eddie Cope's thriller.

It telis the stary of a retired cop who tries to sohe a convoluted murder by using
one of And ha Chistie’s books as a “how to” manual. Tickets $8-$10 Through July
18 @ The Actors Workshop, 1003 Chartres (behind the Convention Center), 713/
236 1844,

* Alternative Music offers witty commientary on the singles scene and bar life in
s production all the theater seats are removed, and a bar is built,
aroundfwhich sit audience members and characters alike, side by side, interacting as
the play unfolds. The bevy of unusual characters who frequent the bar include Matt,
the bisexual on d mission to get laid: Penny, the 16-year-ald with the pheny 10: Al
the angry young faggot poet; Margo, the beauty queen: Todd, the straight man with
a kinky secret; and Scooter, the lesbian bartender who serves up-all the fun. Friday
y evenings at 8 & 11 pr throughout the menth of June. Tickets $15. For
rnent. anl patrons may be accommodated for each perfor-
v recommended. Discounts are available for BEroups
se. The Little Room Downstairs Theater, 2326 Bisson-
net, betwaen ¢ -“"‘L‘rlar & Kirby. Box Office; 713/523-0791
onginal Lancelot, Robert Goulet, retums to this legendary musical
roadway triumph as King Ar""u-". The score includes “If Ever
" How ta Handle a Woman," “What Do the Simple Folk Do,
B "Camelot” July 21-August 2 @ the Wortham's Brown Theater.
7 S58-TUTS
. Freshman YearSucks' is w
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Henywood

Dial H
for Hollywood

Hollywood Frame Gallery, that is.
Give us a call—we're standing by
the phone waiting. to hear from
you. Or drop by and see our
selection of posters, celebrity
autographs, photographs,

and lobby cards. And

we do really great

r‘u:iom frammg

{)pen wam E-pm,
Mon-Sat,
= till 8on

2431 Bissonne’r

FDAME GCALLEDRY 713/942-8885

Proud to Serve Houston and
the Surrounding Communities

FAST, FRIENDLY SERVICE

JEFFREY T. BULES

Your Insurance Specialist

HOME » AUTC » CONDO ® RENTERS # LIFE
HEALTH = DISABILITY » COMMERCIAL

713.661.7700

ROB SCHMERLER INSURANCE AGENCY
6575 West Loop South « Suite 185 » Bellaire, Texos 77401
Business: (713)661-7700 » Fox: (713)661-6472  Voicemail: (713)905-3525

bs over the braakfast .

When you're gay
but your life just isn't...

Let me help you maximize
your full potential in life.

6300 WEST LOOP SOUTH, SUITE 110, BELLAIRE, TX 77401
TEL 281.820.8787 - FAX 713.667.6039

OutSmart

JULY 1998 65




Continued from page 65

Theater

years to the present. $14. Through AUEL.st 31 @ Ra- o i “Since 1977"
dio Music Theatre, 2623 Colquitt, 713/522-7722. * Aladdin and the Wonderful Lampﬂnl.r.\ ..:I.‘T]af[if..ﬂ
* Jog - A ] . 4
I Pubh pnd-dhe Am_m.'_mg Telchn{col]'or Dremr: kingdom, a poor bay and his tnusted camel friend en The 8EST FO
coat tells the story of the Jewish patriarch Jacob's S :F i e & ® P [ RLESS
e o g (G amond, araner st it et G of e s Tegeowr - | T [ngulati
: into slavery in Egypt by his 11 ;e.lalm:s brothers .(‘me rest princess. Tickets $5. Manday-Friday at 11:30 am, Sat- RESIDENTIAL

Just hanging around of The Osmond 2nd Generation) when their father ordaye at 1930 arn & 2 Th b bl 18 Farl JENT COMMERCIAL

in The Hanging Gar- gives him 2 fabulous coat of may colars. Strengthened Sta y: aCh'Id. .ar?-h Tl_jm:- mfﬁgﬁ IHP} , sQ :a';I\; Specialist in: Spray On:

den: the teenage by his adversity and because of his ability to interpret SZ-gS?I'AGEIS R & SRRy T « Re-Insulation: « Insulason

SweetW]!IilaT (Trt:l:lr dreams, |oseph becomes the Pharach’s right-hand « FEET! Eadc by popular demand! FEETHis # comedy/ R:-Tms |Walls. Floors . gmmﬁ?

i t r, which leads to ion with his famil - iyt ity 2 = Ramowa .
Veinotte, left) an man, which leads 10 a reunion with his family and for- e ey seven-year-old Bostich B, Bellweather, His + Naise Reduction . Nﬁﬁggfﬂammim

his friend Fletcher iveness of his brothers. P ted by Theat i ; :
Erehe 8 g e SOy et Mnden | aciroons is 'peopled” with such characters as the + Storm Windows & Doors = Maise Peducion

oel 5. Keller). | The Stars, through july 12 @ ham's The-

(1] 2 . ¥ j"rt'n;j[ r‘Olégfl‘(,U y;i @ W‘Dﬂ'l\d‘"—“ s Brown The overstuffed Charles the Chair and the kindly, highly * Brsling-Custom Homes = Small Jobs Welcome
g bl Ic. e .c‘m!ss?n; INCErps at 100 *educated Ms. Lamp. When Bostich encounters the » Lifefime Wiitien Warrerty 4 ¥ Writion Warreney
S 678-5440. TUTS' box office: Corporate Plaza One, Ch b 1IN Bl *otls
£ 400 Southwest Fraaafitiy DL Eor olker oot Foot Monster who lives under his bed, he learns an

sdnd o . : S 1:;383_';|N5_T|x V\.EE“_: . For of e impartant lesson about childhood fears and haw to Fully Bonded & Insured

carihbean s : ' < Nunsense t the 20 fongecepenmine gy i off. _dea with them. Featuring wonderfu costumes & cool rbbbaiosion I
his sister’s wedding. Though he was an overweight and despondent teenager—and el LS I g special effects, FEET! is perfect for kids ages five & up. inchiding Workmian's Comp.

3 d . ; ; Broadwa v history, Voriety called it "hilarious m | : SR
seriously in the closet—he has matured into an attractive and openly gay man. Fletcher B “ N Y}» = 5 i ! VSl Theough July 24, Tues-Fri, 10 am @ Main Street The
omedy,” and the New York Times said it was “zany .. ater, 4617 Montrose Blvd. All tickets are anly $5 and

(Joel 8. Keller), the kid he fondled back then, now makes eyes at the new William. Oh, . hysterical . .. wacky." Andnow it's playing at ool JONEOse SvE LIS
and did I mention that Fletcher is the guy who is wedding Williams’ sister!?» The Hanging Houston's only dinner theater. Price for sit-down din- ] i s

Garden is dark, but funny and full of hope. Thom Fitzgerald, the film’s writer, director, ner on Wed., Thurs., & Sun. is $27.95; Fri. & Sat.
£34.95 (children half-price; group rates available).

Certified Minarity Contractor
City of Houston, State of Texas

* The Prodigal Pig. The A D, Players closes its HISD, METRO
children's season with this silly sweet saga of a young -OWner-

~ Commitment Cruise
. Aboard Royal Caribbean’s
f_?????«f_“Mnnarch of the Seas”

A Nov. 29-Dec. 5, 1998 and producer, says. “‘In my heart I created The Hanging Garden to putout the message to = | | : ! swine that gets out of line. It features music, dancing,
D ; v SRbk Through July @ The Great Caruso. 10001 Westhe- ¢ fd : Lynda M. Korubles!
8 unhappy people that no matter how much you hate your life and yourself in the current mer. T13780-4900 tons of down-home humor to entertain audiences of
&N moment, it is possible to become the person you want to be, so hang in there.” He goes on « The Phantom of the Opera won seven Tony all ages, Jim-Bob, a pig with aspirations of becoming a FREE ESTIMATES

country & westemn singer in Hashwille, lzaves his home

Awards including Best Musical, seven Drama Desk
Awards, and three Critics Circle Awards. The musical
tells the stary of the hideously deformed Phantom
who lurks Beneath the stage of the Paris Opera, exer-

to say. “In my head I approached the film structurally, hoping to create both a slice-of-life
drama and a surrcalist fantasy. The structuralist elements, from the rigid use of color and
line to the pervasive flower metaphor, suggest that even the most ordinary lives also
operate on a poetic level. Depending on how you look at them, these characters live in the

713°868° 1021

1-800-371-1021
FAX 868-7014

enly to squander his inhentance away while trying to
become “fat and famous.” [im-Bab soon leams that a
loving harme is like a magnet. Tickets $5 children, 37
adults: Through July 25 @ the Rotunda Theater at 5t

Toll Free 888-335-6898
i ausin cor (512) 335-6898

ravel Netwo Packa : ; : i : : i cising a reign of terror over all its occupants, He falls in : ; S e Dy
il T o ik past, present, and future simultancously. I think we all do.” Amen. « The Hanging Garden ove with the young soprano, Christine, devoting him- ||EUke ; Um.lerd - mﬁﬂlfﬂd;’{%hll;? 1" e Fﬂgi 1616 Cohn St
o ¥ g g ar more inf ation, call 713/526-272 .
IGLTA is scheduled to start July 10 at Landmark’s Greenway Theatre. —BD self to creating a new star for the opera by nurturing kaediss | |

her extraordinary talents & emplaying all the ckills at his
dispesal. Through July 18 @ lones Hall, 615 Louisiana. R d' Tv
Tickegs ($16-566) available by calling 713/227-ARTS. a |°

——r * Sherlock Holmes and the Curse of the Sign of R S R R

A LAWYER
WHO MAKES

in Memaory of our Founders,

David Scott Reed (1946-1998) and Cecil Ray deloach (1952-18581)

Living With HIV?

Four. When lovely Mary Morstan brings the tale of her  * After Hours (Radio) Saturdays, midnight to 3 am.

lost father to Holmes & \Watsan, an amazi ng adventure
begins. Stolen treasure, a puzziing murder, & appear-
ances that can be deceiving all combing to produce a
spectacle full of laughter, melodrama, & thrilis, Tickets
F10: Through August 1 @ The Company Onstage, 536

Featuring the QMZ (Queer Music Zong) with Jimmy
Carper, KPFT 90,1 FM,

* Lesbian & Gay Voices (fadio) Trursdays, 7-8 pm,
Features, NEews, music, ntervews, reyviews, and com-
mentary, KPFT 90.1 FM,

THINGS HAPPEN.

A Relaxing Massage

The Medical Escrow Society
Is the Answer.

|

‘ Westbury Square, 713/725-1219 * AIDS Talk Houston (TV) Acress Houston Com-
‘ can help you...

|

» Sherlock’s Last Case 1s a diabolical play that prom-  Munity Television (AHCT): showtimes are listed in lo-
ises-equal parts suspense and humor. When Holmes €3l television guides under AHCT channels
=i of his arch-nefh- (Warner—Ch. 17; TCI—Ch. 41; Phonoscope—Ch,
o face with hisown 72 Optel—Ch. 07).
! Andisitre- > Montrose TT006 (TV) s a fresh mix of gay & les-
' bian comedy, politics, and en-the-scene reports af ac-
...make the most of your able at Ticketmaster outlets, the Alley Theatre box  tvities in the Montrose area. For further informatian or
life insurance today. office, or by calling 713/228-8421. July 17-August 2@ 10 advertise your group activity, erganization, or busi-
he Alley Theatre, 615 Texas Ave ness; 902-2231 (24-hr. voice mail). Access Houston
. Spid’ers Web Get caught in the intriguing web of  Community. Television (AHCTY); showtimes are listed
le spun by the M. 55 of Mystery. in local television guides under AHCT channels
: ristie, When Clarissa, the wife of a diplemat,  (Warmer: Ch. 17, TCI; Ch. 41, Phonoscope: Ch. 72,
finds herself at the center of a murder and a potential Optel: Ch. 07.
i * TY Montrose (TV) Telewvision for all pecple with an
interest in the Montrose area. Stories on peaple

ith threat from t
v, e come

receives ad
esis Dr. Mar
double, But who's.the real Holmes he
ally elementary, my dear ¥Watson! Tickets (316) avail-

= Qur experienced staff has helped over 5,100 paople living with HIV, cancer,
i and other life threatening illnesses receive up to 85% of their life insurance
[ in cash today when they needed the most.

SH ANNON T. WARREN . ::‘zd f;rc?:i?} :ﬁgﬁ:ﬂ:izs?\":;;?e::n:: most reputable funding sources to

t weave a web of alibis and

scardal, she r

John Dascoulias

& ASSO0CIATES * All types of policies qualify: group, term, whole life, federal employees Eventsn to iy and Bruday L Bt
% (FEGLI), and converted veterans (VEGLI). 1 where wil f liess regly fe ! Darme Agatha  Places, and events. New show every Menday which re- ; )
«In practice for 21 years * We gualify anyone with HIV (up to 1,000 T cells). challenge & out before the curtain falle.  peats Tuesday and Wednesday on Warner Cable Registered Massage Therapist

Through July Channel 54 at 8 pm,

= ught urgood = Absolutely no cost or obligation at any time. =y Theatre, 615 Texas Ave, .
:?aﬁhallilecathoome}h] aw + All your information is held in th strictest of confidence and applications or Tickets ($16}: at box office or 713/228-8421, Sen"mg
information packets can be requested 24 hours a day. + Sweet Charity. Return 10 (ne swinging 605 and the A /Ph h Montrose, The Heights
« Handles ALL your legal needs . PR b i : waerld of 1axi dancer Charity Hope Valentine and the rt Otog & . k X
1 _800-422_1 31 4 girls of the Fandanga Ballr The lively score of this PR L T & River Oaks
Broadway s y Friends Covid Sea Me ~ * Art Classes for People With HIV: The Art
ng* Call for an appointment today.

1210 HAWTHORNE « HOUSTON 77006

(713) 523-0420
FAX (713) 522-8992

July 10-Aupust 15 @ Coun- League of Hausten is offering free art classes for

\ Town & Country People with HIV, The ongeing course meets every
e gy r-‘q'l-“(‘don rlqgco# i 13/520 5206
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www,. med-escrow.com MNaw

try Playhouse,
Member of the VAA ' Se Habla Espanol '»-'.l:-_-_y,e_I Tickets $15.
© The Medical Escrow Society 1997 | '_“—i

L Quesens
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BUYING,
SELLING & LEASING

REMIX

HOME OFFICE
713/862-3266

MAIN OFFICE
T13/467-1166

T

Custom Jewelry Designs * Appraisals - Estate Jewelry

Zilol:vae:'éthéimer - Huusi'on_,. TX ??0?8 l?‘ :ﬂ '520*1 21 2.-

Expert Repairs » Dealer in Fine Watches

REINER’S
Ll e R
Mon - Fri 9:30 am -6 pm / Sat 10 am -5 pm

VISIT
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www.OutSmartmagazine.com
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rooveﬂut

by Chris Sill

GYPSY SOUL - Various Artists
(Narada)

The third installment in a series of
compilations dedicated to flamenco
guitar, Gypsy Seul is not a traditional
flamenco collection. These pieces and
performances are fueled by bold
interpretaions and a strong sense of
spirit, thus representing new directions in the genre. A host of
known and unknown artists give listeners a well-rounded
introduction to the world of flamenco guitarists. For instance,
Paco Da Lucia, perhaps flamenco’s greatest guitarist, appears as
well as Ottrar Liebert, Unknowns such as Slash, lead guitarist for
rockers Guns-IN-Roses, and Jose Luis Encinas, brand-new to
American audiences, also appear on the CD. This is a fiery set of
new flamenco, sure to spice up long summer nights.

RISE! - Hannah Jones

(BMG/ Ariola)

With two No. 1 dance hits on
Billboard, Hannah Jones is about to
become a household name to many
Americans. But many gays and
leshians are quite familiar with jones
already. Both her recent No. 1 “You
Only Have to Say You Love Me" and
last year's chart topper “No One Can
Love You More Than Me"' became gay anthems. Most gays and
leshians have an uncanny ability to appreciate the power of a
good voice, and Jones is no exception, It's big, and it's unmistak-
able. Risel. her first US. album, screams for queer attention. From
pounding high-energy anthems to soft, tender ballads (drag
queens, take note), jones sounds at ease showing off her

impressive vocal capabilities. Diva anyone?

FUTURE MIX 2 - Club 69
(Twisted)

Sizequeen, House Heroes, Club 69. . .
they all have one thing in common:
they're the brainchildren of D)/
remixer/producer Peter Rauhofer,
Between remixing and producing,
Rauhofer has earned 10 No-1 dance &
singles. He is undoubtedly the most €
in-demand talent in the business. Future Mix is a two-part CD
featuring Rauhofer's best remix work. There are plenty of gems
here (Sizequeen's "Walk," Kevin Aviance's "Din Da Da’), but
what's great for fans is the abundance of remixes previously
unavailable! How long have Houston clubbers been waiting for
the Club 69 mix of Depeche Mode's “It's No Good'? The wait is
finally over! Here it is, and it's all mixed together by Mr. Rauhofer
himself. Another highlight to this package is the candid comments
Rauhofer offers on each remix. Future Mix is essential to any
dance music library. It's history in the making,

Chris Sill spins tunes at Rich’s and pushes dance records on
club kids at Atomic Music.
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'f‘-'Jan, . Frda}f from 1-4 pm at the Art League, 1953 Montrose. Mixed media
projects for the artist and non-artist. Constructive art-making in a relaxed atmo
sphere. Focus is on the healing power of art. For information, call 713/523-9530. The
Museum of Fine Arts Houston is offering free art classes for HiV-positive individu-
als at the Glassell School of Art every Friday from 1-4 pm, 5101 Mantrose Blvd.
Lunch 15 provided. Maore info: Patrick Palmer at 713/526-1118.

* Intimate Encounters: Love and Domesticity in Eighteenth-Century
France is the first major exhibition te be devoted solely to 18th-century French
genre images. Works by some of France’s greatest painters of the 1700s, including
Jean-Antoine Watteau, Francois Boucher, fean-Honoré Fragonard, Jean-Simgon
Chardin, and Jean-Baptiste Greuze, amaong others, are included in this survey of ap-
proximately 75 paintings and prints, Marguerite Gérard, one of the most important
woman artists of the time, is well-represented in this exhibition. Through August 23
@ The Museum of Fine Arts, 1001 Bissonnet, 713/635-7300.

* Jade: Ching Dynasty Treasures from the National Museum of History, Tai-
wan, include vases, table screens, scholarly objects, Hindustani jades, & replicas of an
cient bronzes. Through September 7 @ Houston Museum of Natural Science,
Hermann Park, 713/639-4629. Spanish: 713/639-4603. Web: www.hmns.org.

* Journeyllsrael Project is intended 1o make use of these preconceived notions
which exist when you begin the joumey to leamn about anather culture. It is liter-
ally a physical journey where patrons must physically follow 93 4xé-inch images and
three objects around the installation, but it is also a metapharical joumney from the
Holacaust years to the establishment of the state of Israel. Through September 19
@ Holocaust Museum Houston, 5401 Caroline, 713/942-8000.

* A Photographic Journey: Three Houston Meighberhoods presents a por-
trait of Houston's Third Ward, East End, and Near MNorthwest, as capturad by nine
Houston-based photographers. Celebrating the accomplishments of A Place for All
People,” 3 five-year audience-development project, A Phatagraphic Joumey focuses
on the people & activities of these participating neighborhoods. Through August 2
@ The Museum of Fine Arts, 1001 Bissonnet, 713/63%-7300.

* Projected Allegories focuses on works which engage unique narrative strate-
gies to explare issues of individuality and social interaction. Through July 12: Dou-
glas Gordon, Hand & Foot, (Left & Right); William Kentridge, Weighing .. and Wanting.
luly 14-August 2; Leone & Macdonald, Passing [a 30-minute vides in which indniduals
comment on their own extemnal characteristics (i.e.: race, gender, sexul orientation,
occupation, religion, etc.) and how they are perceived and defined by others, even
‘:'“-Cug-’%-, they may be “passing” as someone they are not); Rgsemarie Trockel, ZB.
Balthasar, & Jahre. Conternporary Arts Museum, 5216 Montrose Blvd., 71 _'ie'LE‘LEILJ
{See next month’s OutSmart far AugustiSeptember Projected Allegories exhibitions,)
* Putt-Modernism: 18 Hole Miniature Golf Course and Exhibition takes
this all-American sport and adds a dose of contemporary art to create an 18-hale,
3] course. Visitors have the option al‘swr]ply viewing the works, or actually
g through the 18 holes. Even the golf balls are designed by artist Jenny Holzer
I inscribed with her “truisms”—such as "Protect Me From What | Want."” It is free
ew and open to the public; there is a putter fee of £5 (adults), §3 (children) to
"play the course.” Through August 3 @ Blaffer Gallery, entrance #16 off Cullen Blvd,,
Uriversity of Houston main campus, 713/743:9578,

* Where Masks Still Dance: New Guinea gives us a rare glimpse of the daily
lives of 1,000 indigenous tribes of Papua Mew Guinea and Iran Java. Photographer
Chns Rainier has traveled repeatedly to all areas of New Guinea to photograph tribal
traditions, rituals, masks, & art objects, Through August 2 @ Houston Museum of
e, Hermann Park, 713/639-4619. Spanish: 713/639-4603. Web:

MNatural 5c¢

www hmns.or

B

* Windows of Remembrance provides insight into pecple, places, & events of

lixed media sculptures will rermain on display through July 9 @ the

3/942-8000.

CALENDAR
DEADLINE

for OutSmart’s Au_gusi: issue

m Houston, 5401 Caroling, 71

is 5 p.m., Monday, July 13.

On January @, 1999...on the threshold of the millennium,
an extraordinary new ship will set sail
on peerless journeys of discovery.

LE LEVANT ~ THE PrIvATE YACHT

We've chartered the ship for her inau g to the Leeward [slands.
Ninety gay men from around the world will enjoy this experience
You're invited.
Cruise rates start at $2995.

Call Sandra Wilkins, Owner, The Travel Partnershlp, Inc.
713.526.4471 QutTravi@aol.com

%pnosis and Psychotherapy

DAVID HOPKINSON, PH.D.

Clinical Psychologist

In the Museum District
(713) 526-3238

2431 Biswnuet
113/942- 8886

Henywood

FIDAME GALLFDY

stom FIa
%‘ for a Que

Cleopatra, Elizabeth Taylor,
Elizabeth Il . . . anyone who
thinks she (or he) is a queen.
By the way, our custom
framing is also fit for a king.
So come In with this ad, and
we'll give you a 10% discount
on our custom framing.

Also:
Maovie Collectibles e Celebrity Autographs

Li
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Connecting the Rep Dorts

continued from page

more deeply you pass a dot and just wonder why it is
there, not givin | hought aboul it, seeing it as just a dot, the
Red Dot Boys depreciate you as a fool.

“A very smart person can iaak at the dot and say it is just a
dot, but they’ll know its meaning is to stimulate conversation
about art. I will have to say it is just a dot, but it is more than a
dot,” Carpenter émphasizes. “Whether it's distinguished as
good art or bad art, regardless of the choice, it is still art.”

To the Red Dot Boys, the interpretation of the red dot'is not
limited or restrictive (though, they
admit that the color red had no
significant meaning when it was
first used; the celor is merely
rooted from Carpenter’s brother’s
dog named Red)..The duo feels
fortunate to have chosen red
because as a primary color, it
accents green, a color that appears
everywhere in rural America.

“If we had made blue circles, it
probably would have gone nowhere.
It would have been a totally different
project,” explains Ramos.

The Red Dot Boys determine
where the red dots are painted
according to aesthetics. On their
recent 21-day embark of rural
America, they selected houses
and barns that appealed to the
visual senses. But they had to first
“sell” the red dot concept to the
locals, who weren't always
enthusiastic about'changing their
monotonous ., landscapes.
Carpenter says if he could get the
words red dot, it's.free, and Pal
Harvey out in the-first sentence,

the farmers usually became proud
red dot owners.

*[Rural Ar,n :

s] love Paul

Paul Harvey talked about us, they
think we're celebrities,” he beams.

Houstonians and residents in
other urban areas have yet to absorb the charisma of the Red Dot
Boys, but they do harbor an interest in the red dots as a rising
trend. It’s only now when the red dots have grown in popularity
that patrons of art want to invest. The dots have become so popular
in urban areas that potential owners must cover material and labor
fees; the boys currently have a waiting list. However, most city
folks tend to miss the dots in the everyday hustle. Bursaucracy can
also hold back some of the boys' creative expression, only to
perpetrate their deviance. On our tour of the city, we visited two
“unauthorized” sites.

Red Dot #25 sits on the Mugno!:cl Ballraam an Franklin at Milam

The first was the construction wall at the Museum of Fine Arts.
Like a child flanked by towers of Christmas gifts, Ramos’ eyes
widened as he tells the story of their feat. “[Painting the dot] took
us five minutes, and it usually takes hours, but we did it in five
minutes. And we had a getaway car because that was pretty much
illegal,” Ramos proudly remembers, his smile flaring. They
worked quickly to avoid a police officer on the other side of the
wall, who might mistake the dué as graffitists.

“We were quite nervous. We had to be quiet as well as paint the dot,
and it was thrilling,” adds Carpenter. As we drove past the dot, Carpenter
noticed that it has been obstructed by other work on the wall. His artistic
ego wasn't altered; he thinks the obstruction adds some style.

The second form of their subtle deviance occurred at a
Houston Community College
parking lot, this time disguised as
a class lecture. As they lectured
the students of an art
appreciation class, they painted
the red dot on the parking lot
wall. A police officer looked on,
mistaking the work as a formal
class. “The Red Dot Boys
appmached : (

became too consumed by the art
of lecturing, By the time school
administrators were finished
deliberating: about the future
purchase, the paint had dried.

The Red Dot Boys say they
received . informal  acknow-
ledgmen}sr grins and smiles, about
the red dots by administrators at
both facilities, but they are hesitant to
confirm any final approvals, They
reassure me that only a few of their
dots are “unauthorized.”

They relish in the illegality of
their art, laughing and enjoying their
work, a heighten-adrenaline rush.
There's a duality in what they hope
and want to accomplish with the red
dots, primarily hoping to ignite some
conversation about art, wanting to let
their deviant spirits run free. And
they'll do just about anythmg to
accomplish their mission,

The Red Dot Boys don’t view their work as offensive, but their
dots have erupted some personal emotions for people, including
their own families, Carpenter’s religious mother called Ramos evil
for “parading naked” in public places. He seemed disappointed by
her attack, but a crack in his smile convinced me he appreciated
the sentiment. Carpenter simply defended their work by telling
her, “We are artists. Artists are allowed to do that.”

For more i&fdnnatw'n;::cafi Carpenter @ 713.695.4933 or visit The
Red Dot Boys @ http: /! [www.brokersys.com { ~reddot.
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* Adoption. The Great Wall China Adaption, a nonprafit 501
(e){3) agency dedicated 1o finding a loving home far the thousands
of arphans living in Chin, will sponsor free manthy warksheps on
how you can help through adoption. Single menfwomen and
cauples from 25-60 years of age can adopt. Please call Barbara at
713/249-5941 (24-hour phone line) for the next free workshop.
* AIDS Equity League, a nonprofit organization dedicated to
insuring equitable treatment of the gay and lesbian community in
local HVAAIDS decision-making. 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 12 naon,
Charlie's Restaurant, 1100 Westheimer, 713/524-9965,

* An Uncommon Legacy Foundation is a nonprofit leshian
foundation established in 1990 to promote lesbian visibility and
enhance the well-being of lesbians today and in flture generations
Legacy supports the lesbian community by making grants to
projects that help meet the social, cultural, health and educational
rieeds of lesbians. For more information: 713/520-1142.

* BiNet iz a support/secialieducational group open to all women
& men exploring their sexuality or identifring as bisexual. Confiden-
tialfty is maintained within the group, & the use of assumed names
is respected, BilNet iz an active part of the queer community & is
accepting of dverse lifestyles, Meets every Wednesday, 7:30-9 pm
i@ Toopees, 1830 W, Alabama. Mare infio: 713/467-7031.

* The Center for AIDS (CFA) is a storefront information cen-
ter that provides the [atest treatment information an HIV & AIDS,
CFA produces the treatment information newsletter Research ni-
tiative/ Treatment Action! or RITAL the RITA! Fax Newslettar that goes
weekly to doctors & researchers & community forums that focus
on treatment issues. CFA acts as a voice for Houston's HIV com-
munity in the national dialogue about research & clinical trials, For
infio: 713/527-8219. Web site: hitp/www.neosoft.com/~hailrita,

» Colt 45 is an all-volurneer charity. Despite our name, you dort
have to have an overwhelming love of western attire, lore, or guns
to be considered for membership. All you need is a big heart and
2 willingnzss to help others when they need it the most. As a
507(<)(¥) charity, and to serve the Houston HIVIAIDS community
by the best means possible, Colt 45's created the AIDS Trouble-
Fund, the Stone Soup Fund, & the Till Thacker Ill Memorial City
Charity Fund, Any men er women interested in becaming a mem-
ber, please leave & message at 713/526-6077 or join us the 2nd
Manday of each manth at the BRB.

* Dignity Houston is dedicated to the welfare of gay/lesbian
Catholics and their friends, and meets Saturdays at 7:30 pm, 1307
ale, Suite H. 880-2872.

* EXXON Gay & Lesbian Employees (EGLE) meets manthly
at the Montrose Library to discuss wiarkplace issues. empower-
ment, social events, &tc. For more information, call 713/522-6212,
* Gay & Lesbian Switchboard Houston (GLSH) is a
nonprafit all-volunteer organization offering the community
information & referrals to businesses, legal and medical
professionals, and a variety of organizations, It zlso provides
information on HIVIAIDS, coming out, etc, P.O. Box 66494,
Houston, TX 77266-6469, 529-3211. GLSH also operates the
Hate Crimes Hotline, 713/529-9415.

* Gay, Lesbian, & Straight Educators Network (GLSEN),

The goal of GLSEN is to make schaols safe for everyone—straight
and gay. All interested persans are invited to attend the meetings
every 3rd Wednesday @ 7:30 pm, First Unitarian Universalist
Church, 5200 Fannin @ Southmore. For updates or mare
information: write to GLSEN-Houston, PO, Box 541871, Houston,
Texas 77254. Call 713/529-4571 or e-mail: GLSTNHoufaolcom.
* Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Com-
merce (GHGLCC) fosters & promotes the economic develop-
ment & vitality of gay, leshian, & suppartive businesses and
professional organzations in the greater Houston area. The cham-
ber facilitates the exchange of ideas, resources. information, & net-

working oppartunmies for its members. Prumotmg a positive
change of the diversity of gay & lesbian citizens, and ta further
strengthen our pesition in society, the chamber provides opportu-
nities for the personal, professional, & social growth of its members.
Membership in no way infars sexual arientation, preference; or
gender identity. First Monday each menth, Info: 7131523 7576,

* The Homeless Pet Placement League is a nanprofit ani-
mal welfare arganization that rescues and rehabilitates stray and
abandoned cats and dogs, Volunteering, foster care, ar adopting:

B62-PETS.

* HOPE Project (HIV Outreach, Frevention. and Education)

provides HIVIAIDS information to the African-American commu-
nity. Board meetings are held every second \Wednesday of the
month. Contact the HOPE line at 713/587-6914 for more info.

* Houston Area NOW meets the 2nd Thursday af each month
@ 3117 Montrose Blvel (near Westheimer, in the Interfaith Min-
istries Bldg). Free parking accessible from Lavett Blvd, Social time
@ 6:30 pm & programibusiness @ 7 pm. For mare infa: 713/665-
B66% or P.O. Box 540548, Houston 772254-0548,

* Houston Gay & Lesbian Political Caucus, 1st Wednesday
of each month, 7:30 pm, Lovett Inn, 501 Lovett Blvd, For more
infe; 713/521-1000.

* Houston Leshian & Gay Community Center, located in
the heart of Mantrose, is open for: individuals to pick up informa-
tizn on the community, and it has rental space available for meet-
ings and events. Volunteers and donations are requested. 803
Hawtharme, 713/524-3818,

* Houston Pride Band provides musical entertainment for the
lesbian and gay community. They are seeking musicians of all skill
levels and instrumentation, Rehearsals are held at Dignity Houston,
1307 Yale on Wednesdays from 7-9 pm. Cantact Russell at 713/
524-0218 or e-mail HousTxBand@aclcom,

* Houston Reconstructionist Havurah (HRH) is an inclusive
Jewish community. Core tenets of Reconstructionism are maintain-
ing a supportive community & taking social action to repair an
imperfect world. Newsemers describe the remarkable level of ac-
ceptance & warmth they encounter, regardless of background or
initial level of jewish education or observance, Info: 71 3/728-0478,
* Integrity/Houston is the advocacy organization for gays & les-
bians in the Episcopal Church. Meets 2nd Manday of the month for
Eucharist & pothuck dinner, 7:30 pm @ Autry House, 6265 Main St.
Mare info; 713/528-6771.

* Kolbe Project is an ecumenical outreach to gays, lesbians, &
other sexual minerities modeled after the ministry of 5t Francis of
Assisl. Potluck & community-concern programs, first Thursdays, 7
prn. Healing Service, second Thursdays, 7 pm. Spiritual Direction
by appointment; HIVIAIDS hospital chaplaincy, Info: 713/861-1800,
* Log Cabin Republicans, 4th Monday of each month, 630 pm
(social), 7 pm (meeting), Renata's, 2006 Lexington, 713/529-9100,
* QutWate. a norprofit organization dedicated to registering,
educating, and motivating our community to vote. For mare info;
713/520-VQOTE or 522-9837.

* People With AIDS Coalition-Houston (PWAC) is a non-
prefit 501(c)(3) organization of. by & for pecple with HIV/AIDS
that promotes independence & self-reliance so that they may five
with dignity, sell-esteem & acceptance. This is achieved by prowid-
ing sNort-temn crisis intervention & long-term referrals; creating op-

partunities for active participation as a member. of the PWA.
community; & providing public advocacy for the needs of PWis,
While committed to ending the epidemic, PWAC endeavars 1o re-
spond with love, caring & compassion to the unmet & changing
needs that arise with PWAs. 3400 Montrose Bhvd, Ste, 106, 713/
522-5428, fax 713/522-2674,

* Presbyterians for Lesbian and Gay Concerns (PLGC) is
a national organization of ministers, elders, deacans. & other mem-
Bers of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Local chapters of PLGC
wark within their presbyteries to proclaim the inclusive gospel of
Jesus Christ. Membership in PLGC—open to all Presbyterians who
care about the well-being of lesbian, gay, bisexul, & transgendered
persons—wiinesses 1o the Presbyterian Church (USA) that all

people, whatever their sexual affectional orientation, should be able

to express their gifts & talents in worshipping God & in serving
others through the Church of jesus Christ, Meets the 15t Monday
of each month, 7:30 pm @ Presbytery of MNew Covenant Center,

1110 Lovett Blvd., 713/526-2584,

* Pride Committee of Houston i an energetic group of
people whao meet year-round to develop & organize 10 days of
Pnde Week activities for our community. Meets 7 prm, st & 3rd

Tuesday of each month @ the Metrapolitan Mutti-Service Certer,

1475 W, Gray, The board of directors meets 7 pm, the 2nd Tues-

day of each month @ 811 Westheimer. For more infofte get in-

volved: 713/529-6979 or fax 713/529-6929.

* Q-Patrol is dedicated to the prevention of hate crimes against

gays & lesbians, patrols the bar areas in Montroze, & is abways look-
ing for valunteers. If you have at least one Friday or Saturday night

per month, please call 713/528-5AFE (7233).

* Rice GALA (Gay and Lesbian Alumni Association) seeks gay
and lesbian alurni af Rice Uniersity. Contact Meal Tannahill at

T13/526-6718 for more information.

* Roundtable—The Houston Philosaphy Forum is open to

anyone interested in civilized & open discussion an topics of the
day. &30-7 social time, meeting 7 pm, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of
the morth @ Café Bxpress, 1432 W. Gray, Infio: Jackie @ 779-8620.
* SEA Change (Support, Educate, and Advocate for Change) is
open to social workers and social work students whe are
interested in gay, lesbian, bisexual, & transgendered issues. For
informatian, pleae contact Rick at 281/484-3809,

* Second Chance Pets is a nonprofit organization that helps
stray, abandoried, & unwanted animals find permanent homes. We
provide medical care & an adoption site for the animals. The
animals live in foster homes during the week. We need foster
hames (especially far cats), volunteers for adoption days, publicity
& fund-raising, and adoptive homes, For mare info: 286-3535;

* SPECTRUM, formerly AWARE. is the new name for the em-
ployees’ group of Southwestern Bell Communications which is
open to both management & nonmanagement (active & retired)
leshian, gay, bisexual personnel & thase who share their concerms,
Partners encouraged to attend & participate. 3rd Tuesday of each
month, unless ctherwise scheduled. To be added to mailing list &
other infor 713/235-7929. Info can be obtained thru the company’s
Intranet site for those who have access to it httpulfintranetsbe comyd
SBCWINfcorporate/aware/index.html & via the Intemet website:
hetpi/iwww webcomibenny/spectrurm/spectrum htmi,

* Texas Human Rights Foundation, a statewide, not-for-
profit legal agency, advocates on behalf of the lesbian, gay, and HIV
community and publishes the bookiet AIDS and the Law: Know Your
Rights. I you feel you have been disciminated against on the ba-
sis of sexual orientation or HIV status and need legsl advice or at-
torney referal, call their toll-free number, 1-800-828-6417,

* The Women's Group is a feminist group for al women that
megts every Sunday at 10:45 am in the Sojourner Truth Ream, 3rd
Floor of the First Unitarian Universalist Church, 5200 Fannin @
Southmore (elevator accessible), Info: Irs Greer 713/529-8571 or
Laura Reich 713/529-1886, E-mail: HouMWmnsGrp@aol.com.

*AIDS Alliance of the Bay Area, support group for those in-
fected and affected, Tuesdays. 7-8:30 pm, 17571 El Camino Real,
#159. For mare info; 488-4497,

* AIDS Feundation Houston, Inc. (AFH) relies on volunteers
10 help meet the nesds of its more than 3,500 clients. Choose
from over 14 direct and indirect client volunteer programe. You'll
join a poel of mare than 450 talented voluntesrs in Hotling, Infor-
rration & Referral, Buddy, Helper, Art Therapy, Stone Soup & many
other programs, Whether you can commit ta 4 hours 2 month or
40 hours a week, AFH needs your time and talent, Volunteer de-
partment: 713/623-6796, Website: Ftipuiwwew.aidshelp org.

* Astro Rainbow Alliance for the Deaf, general meeting ev-
ery Ind Friday of the month, 7:30 pm, Mantrase Clinie. 215 Wes-
theimer, 845-1287 via Tesxas Felay 1-800.735-2988,

= Centergy — Rediscover the joy, the jay of releasing the energy
at your center. Reclaim your emotions. Identify & verbalize your
feelings & desires, Face & release your blacks to living freely. Cre-
ate the fife you want. Centergy offers weeldy programs for anyone
willing to face addictions: individuals, pairs, families, groups, orga-

nizatians, business relations. Groups meet weekly: Women—Tues,
or Thurs, 6-8:30 pm; Mxed—\Wed, 7-9:30 pm. Southwest Recov-
#ry Place. 47268 Yoakum Call Jackalyn Rainosek, Ph.D, @ 942-7181.
* Chase Bank of Texas' P.R.1.D.E. Team welcomes you to
be a part of equality. P.RIDIE. stands for People Recognizing
Individual Differences Equally and is the bank's gay & lesbian
employee networking group. Cur mission is t6 support the
inclusion of all Chase bankers—regardiess of sexual orientation and
gender identification—as valued employees of the bank & to
encourage an envirenment of equality that celebrates the
individuality & diversity of everyone. The Team typically meets the
4th Tuesday of every month at 6 pm. More info: Richard Bielec at
71376555423 or Paula Andries at 713/216-6941,

* Child Advocates needs volunteers to help serve the nearly
3,800 children in Harris County wha are in foster care because of
severe, life-threatening, soul-threatening abuse, To get these chil-
dren into homes that are safe, loving, & permanent; 713/529-1396,
* Crisis Intervention of Houston needs volunteers for 24-
hour crisis-intervention & suicide-prevention hotline that requires
53 hours of training & a commitment of 4 hours a week; cash con-
tributions for hotline & counsefing programs. P.O. Box 130864,
Houston 77219, 713/527-9864.
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Center for Healthy Sexuality

*» Sexual Addiction and Compulsion
e Intimacy and Relationship Problems
¢ Sexual Abuse and Incest Issues

Treatment of®

Individual, Couple and Group Therapies Available

Dr. Barbara Levinson ® 713-785-7111

. dan deleon, smr
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Dating 70rks

THE SOLUTION TO DATING IN THE GAY '90s

Learn Keys 10 DaTING Success
= Learn lo Communicate Effectively
* Learn fo Have Fun & Enjoyable Dates

* Learn the Art of the First Dale
* Passion, Intimacy & Commitment

Individual Coaching for

Successful Dating for Gay & Leshians
Register for the exciting Dating Dance Seminar.
Limited Space Available - Call Todayl

713-667-6047

Dr. Joyce Gayles
B Author: The Dating Dance
" DizfingWorks™ |5 A Veniure of

Tran slermationarks™
[ ] 1997 All Rights Reserved
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THINKING ABOUT BUYING FUR? THINK AGAIN!

P{JrA PEOPLE FOR THE ETHICAL TREATMENT OF ANIMALS
501 FRONT ST., NORFOLK, VA 23510 757-622-PETA www.peta-oaline.org

* Crossroads is a support group for gays & leshians who are
currérthy in full-time church work, have been m the past, or are
pursuing their calling. Mot exclusively for pastors—is cpen 1o
chaplains, administrators, musicians, er music-, youth-, and
educational-directors. 3rd Saturday of each month & socials
throughout the month. Call 681-9082 for dates, time, and place.
* Empowerment for Living. a weekly HIv-positive and HIV-
negative support program and potluck supper, Tuesdays, & proy
MCCR. 1919 Decatur. For more information, call 861-9149,
* Gay & Lesbian National Hotline (GLMNH) i an all-viountser,
nonprofit organization, providing information, referrals and peer-
counsefing to the gay. lesbian, bisexual and transgendered
cammunities, Information is also available for those concermed with
gay-related issues. The services are free and anonymous. The hours
are 5-9 pm (M-F) and 11 am-4 pm (Saturdays). The toll-free
number is 1-888-THE-GLINH (1-888-843-4564).
* Gay & Lesbian Switchboard Houston (GLSH) is a nenprofit
all-volunteer organization offering the community information &
referrals to businesses, legal and medical professionals, and a variety
of organizations. It also provides information on HIV/AIDS, coming
out, etc. P.O. Box 66496, Houston, TX 77266-6469, 529-3211.
GLSH also operates the Hate Crimes Hotline, 713/529-2615,
* Gay Fathers of Houston is a support group of gay men who
meet every Monday, 8-7:30 pm at Grace Lutheran Church, 2515
‘Waugh, to discuss problems gay fathers share. More info or
directions: 861-6181,
* Gay Male Survivors of Childhood Sexual Abuse. Mon-
trose Counseling Center is offering a therapy group designed to
provide a safe environment far men whao share this type of expe-
rience to work together to reschve the impacts of the trauma on
everyday life. Services are provided on a shding scale basis, and in-
surance is accepted. Certain restrictions apply. Fer further infor-
mation, call Shane Hennesey at 713/525-0037.
» Gay Men Survivors of Domestic Violence Support
Group is far gay men whao are being abused in their present rela-
tionship or who are dealing with unresolved issues from a past
abusive relationship. Abuse can be emational. mental, verbal, phys-
ical, or sexual, Survivors may expenence low self-esteem, suicidal
thoughts, isolation, a deep sense of shame. or embarrassment. A
support group offers a safe place to share your expenences, learm
from others, or just listen. More info: Russ Robinet or Rev. Trey G,
Flummer @ 713/526-1017 and leave your name & a safe phone
numbér where your call can be returned; Meets Monday nights, 7-
8 pm @ Bering Memorial United Methadist Church, 1440 Harold,
» Gulf Coast Transgender Community meets Ind Saturday
of each month (cross dressing required). Open discussion 1st &
3rd Thursday of each month (cross dressing not required). P.OL
Box 66643, Houston, TX 77266-6643, 780-4282,
= HIVIAIDS Treatment Mixer. open forum for sharing info.
Men's mixer; 3rd Tuesday of the month 7-9 pm. Women's mixer; 4th
Wednesday of the month, 6-8 pm. 1407 Hawthome, 527-811%,
» Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals
(HATCH) is open to gays and besbians, age 13-20. Fridays, 7:30-10
pro & Sundays, 6:30-9 prm. For lacation or more information, please
call 942-7002,
* Houston Area Women's Center offers two programs.
among others. The Rape Crisis Progrom offers support groups 1o
girls {ages 7-12), female teens (ages 13-18) & famifyi/friends of teen
survivors of sexual assauft. Groups meet weekly & are free. More
infolmeeting times: 713/528-6798, ext. 156. The Fomily Viclence
Program offers a support group to female teens involved in viclent
dating relationships. 6 pm, Tuesdays at Houston Area Women's
Center, 1010 Waugh, & is free. Mare info: 713/528-6798, ext 247,
* Houston Gay & Lesbian Parents (HGLF} support group
meets to discuss issues pertaining to today’s gay families. If you have
children-or plan to have children, this support group can help wath
issues like coming out, ex-spouse problems, step relationships, etc
Child-care provided. Meets at Grace Lutheran Church, 2515
Waugh Dr., 2nd Tuesdzy of the month, 7-3 pm, 713/284-4939.
= Jewish Family Service offers indiidual, couple & family coun-
seling to individuals of all ages regardless of sexual orisftation. Our
professional counseling staff have received training in working with
gay. lesbian, bisexual & transgender issues and can help individuals
deal with interpersonal probliems, refationship conflicts, dealing with
families, HIM{AIDS-related concerns & other issues frequently fac-
ing gexual minorties. Services are offered on a shding-fes-scale basis.
Ta make an appointment or for more info: 713/667-9336,

# Just For Us (JFU) 5 a social and support group for youth in the §

&th through 12th gradss who have gay or leshian parents, Spon-
sored by Houston Gay and Lesbian Parents, 284-49139,

* Lambda Center ALA., 1201 W, Clay, Houston, TX 77019, For
meeting times, call 521-1243.

* Living in Process Groups. Ongoing mmed group for men &
women 3 Wednesday evenings per month, Ongeing gay men's
group 3 Thursday evenings per month, Call Eric Mayo at Living in
Process Southwest for mare infe: 622-7250.

* Living With HIV Support Group. For anyone whase life 5

72 JULY 1998  QutSmart

touched by HIV. Meetings include a relaxing meditation,
information about community resources, & occasional speakers.
The group meets Thursdays, 7-9 pmin room 117, Unity Church
of Chrstianity, 2929 Unity Dr. For more infa: 7824050,

* Male Survivors of Sexual Assault is a support group
designed to provide a safe, confidential environment for men to
talk about their experience and their struggles in society around the
issues of male sexual assautt. Call Diane Williams at the Hauston
Area Women's Center, 713/528-6798, ext. 246, for more info, All
services ore free of charge and confidential,

* The Men's Network is for gay & bisexual men to come
together in a tafe & supportive enviranment to leam & share about
issues that affect them. A donation of $3-35 is requested; however,
all men are welcome, regardless of their ability to pay. The 2nd &
4th Tuesdays of every morth, 7:15-9 pm @ Montrose Counseling
Center, 701 Richmaond, 713/529-0037

* Montrese Counseling Center offers numercus counseling
groups, including groups for men & women living with HIV, people
in recovery, lesbian survivors of cancer, surwvors of sexual abuse,
lesbian survivors of domestic viclence & more. The center needs
ofiice fumiture, equipment & interested citizens to serve on boards
701 Richmond. For more info (24 hrs.): 713/529-0037

* Muscular Dystrophy Association, Houston/Gulf Coast, pro-
vides monthly support groups for adults with neuromuscular dis-
eases. for people with ALS (Lou Gehrig's Disease), for parents of
MDA children, and Spanish-speaking groups. For the mast current
wio on these ongoing groups, call the MDA office at 713/522-3941.
* Overeaters Anonymous (CA). For information about OA's
70 regular weekly meetings, call 973-6633.

¢ Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians And Gays
(PFLAG) Houston. General meeting with small group discussions,
15t Sunday of each month, 2-4:30 pm, Chnst Church Cathedral,
1117 Texas Ave, PFLAG Houston Helpline: 867-3020,

* Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians And Gays
[PFLAG) Galveston County — 3rd Sunday of each maonth, 1

pry, @ The Health Merchant. 27th & Broadway, 409/744-3200 or
janettexasi@aal.com.

* Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians And Gays
[FFLAG) Woodlands — 2nd Sunday of each month, 2 prn,
Naorthwead Unitadan Church, 1370 N, Mill Bend Dr. For more
infor 713/867-2020,

* Project CAESAR is the Gay Men's Health Initiative at AIDS

Faundatron Houston, By providing the latest infarmation & educa-
tion to the gay community, Project CAESAR intends to stow HIV
mfection rates among gay & bisexual men in Houstan, Through
sel-esteed, mativational & relationships topics, the program helps
uncover healthy paths buried under the pressure of everyday life.
It alse reaches over 20,000 men a year in the Houston area
through its outreach team, The Legion. To attend a werkshop,
volunteer for The Legion or find out more info, call the Project
CAESAR staff at 713/623-6796. E-mail educationaids help.org.

* PROTECT (People Respecting Ourselves Through Establishing
Community and Trust). an HIV-negative support group, provides
3 safe place to shire expenences, strengths, and hopes in an effort

to rermain HIV negatrve. Tuesdays. 7-8:30 pr, Bering Church, 1440

Harald. For info: Marty at 713/520-7870.

* Rape Crisis Program. Volunteers are needed in the FApe Crisis
program of the Houston Area Women's Center, Volurteers an-

swer hotline calls, counsel survivors in hospitals and at the center,

and help with clencal support The Wamen's Center offers exten-

sve training for velunteers who work with survivors of sexual as-

sault, Call 713/528-6798, ext, 273

* STEPS is a transitional livirg facility for homeless young adults

between the ages of 18-21. Services include free housing, GED

preparation, independent Iving skil's training in money manage-

ment, hausekeeping, apartment search, nutntion, HIVISTDs, drug

& aleohal awareness, job search, an-site case management, coun-

seling & referrals. After completion of our 6-8 month program. cli-

ents will be referred to independent housing. STEPS Program

provides culturally competent senvices to gay, lesbian, bisexual,

transgender & heterosesual young adults. 40-60% of cur clients are

HY positive, HOPE Center, 3118 San Jacinto, 713/524-1992,

* StreetWise Houston 15 a drop-infeducational & suppart

center for homeless, street, & lesbigay youth, ages 13-22, located

@202 Tuam. We provide HIV support groups, drug intervention,

fiousing case management, & GED classes. We are seeking

tonations of hygiene products (deodorant, tampons, toothpaste,

ete.), canned foods, fumniture (beds, sofa. dining table), new socks

& underwear, dishes, linens, & bus tokens. Also seeking volunteers

Who would like to teach life skills and/or be mentors to our young

Chents dunng afternoan or evening operating hours. For more info:

Michelle @ 713/524-5757,

* Support, Equality, and Awareness, at Shell (SEAShell) is

# Gay & Lesbian Employees Group whose mission is to provide

Support for members & co-workers, promote equality for

EMployees regardless of sexual orentation, and create awareness

I management of issues & cancerns affecting people in a diverse

workplace. Infa: Becky @ 71372451960 or Rick @ 281/544-7098,
= Tau Chi Chapeer of Tri Ess i5 a local support group for
heterosexual male crossdressers and their wives or partners. For
info: Brands at 409/856-6759,

* Texas Association for Transsexual Support (TATS) is a
peer support group devoted to serving the emational, social, &
educational needs of transgendered persons, their partners,
families, & fnends, For mare info, call 827-5913 ar write to TATS,
PO, Box 142, Bellaire, TX 77401.

* The Women's Network is 2 support group established to
serve the leshian & bisexual women's community of Houston; any
worman who 1s sensitive 1o & comfortable with lesbians is welcome.
The network provides an opportunity to disguss women's issues in
a safe ervironment, netweork with other women and socialize with
old & new friends. A donation of $3-35 is requested; however, any
woman is welcome regardless of her ability to pay. Ind & 4th
Wednesday of each month, 7-9 pm, Montrose Counseling Center,
701 Richmond, 713/529-0037.

Health

* AIDS Housing Coalition Houston runs the nonprofit TLC
House program, a 90-day. gay-positive, emergency house for
PWAs in ransition. For more info about jeining. call 713/521.1613
* AssistHers tries to help women live as normally as possible
while coping with a life-threatening or debilitating illness. Eligible for
service are women whose emotional, social, sexual refationships
are primarily with women who have a debilitating or life-challenging
disease, illness, condition, Assistance may extend ta wormnan's
partner, caregreer, family. Services provided regardiess of ability to
pay, regardiess of age. race, ethnicity, economic status. Volunteers
trained/supervised in the provision of direct care such as emotional
2upport, meal preparation, shopping, hospitalihome wsits, pet care,
plantflawn maintenance, transportation, other assistance.
Volunteers work as members of a Care Team. which i assigned
one chent, so n's realistic to expect 2 vistshweek from volunteers.
PO Box 131605, Houston, TX 77219-1605. 713/321-4628

* AVES (Amigos Volunteers in Education & Services) provides
social & healthcare services to HIV-positive mdividuals. Volunteer
wish list: 1) fluent. or at least functional. in English & Spanish; 2)
comfortable discussing sexual matters with total strangers; 3) com-
fortable with vanous ethnic & sexual cultures: 4) able & willing to
commit at least 2 hours a week: 5) able to staff the hothine during
office: hours; & 6) willing to make &t least a 6-months commitment,
4126 Southwest Frwy, Ste. 1717, 626-2837 or 1-800-581-2837.
* Bering Community Service Foundation provides five pro-
grams free of charge for persons living with HIV/AIDS. The Den-
tal Clinic provides comprehensive dental care (713/524-7933); the
Bering Care Center is a icensed adult day-care center (713/520-
7070); the Bering Financial Assistance provides comprehensive
budget planning. financial counseling & financial assistance (T13/
314-5327}, the Bering Support Netwark provides support groups
(713/526-1017); and Benng's Sentry Program for in-home care
wisits (713/514-9638). Please call for further detaits,

* Camp Hope, for children Iving with HIVIAIDS, needs sleeping
bags, snacks, suntan kotons, insect repellents, toiletries, minor medi-
cal equipment (e.g. thermometer), toilet paper, tolletry kits, camper
duffed bags, bed linen, fruit juices, soft drinks, and so forth. For more
info: Mecie Hardin or Mike Mizwa, 623-6796.

* Casa de Esperanza needs clothes, sizes birth to 14; shoes;
socks & underwesr; children's videos: diapers & diaper wipes; food;
art supplies; & toys for the shelter that serves abused and HIV-in-
fected children. P.O. Box 66581, Houston 77266-6581, 5290639
* The Center for AIDS (CFA) is an information/advocacy or-
ganzation working 1o accurmulate knowledge & to share informa-
tion regarding the latest medical treatments/scientific advances in
the field of HIV/AIDS. CFA advocates locally & nationally for bet-
ter treatments/better access to care for persons living with HIV/
AlDS & strives to keep the Houston medical/affected community
informed, updated, involved in search for a cure. CFA holds
monthly, informal meetings for persons with HIVIAIDS & other
persons 1o discuss treatmeant options. More infa; 713/527-8219

* Family Hospice is dedicated to serving people experiencing the
final phases of life & these who care for them. We provide com-
prehensive services through our commitment te the highest stan-
dards of care. Volunteers can assist in & variety of tasks: patient care,
nursng home volurteer, respite or relief visit for the caregiver,
bereavement phone callsivisits; office work, assist during training
seminars, delvery persen, crafts volunteer or other activities. To
inguire about volumeering, call Kevin Phillips @ 713/290-1746,

* Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI) is 2 nonprofit organization
warking to improve the health of lesbians.& bisexual women in the
Housten area, Tst Tuesday of each month, 7 pm, Montrose Coun-
seling Center, 701 Richmond. Volunteers needed to help with
computer work, fund-raising, direct healthcare services, organizing
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MEN: The Time Has Come
to ENHANCE Your LIFE _

The Men’s

Enhancement
Center

Professional.
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projects, phone trees. & publicityfadvertising. info: Pokey Anderson
) 526-7828 or write LHI, POB 130158, Housten, TX 77219,
¢+ Leshian Health OQutreach Project is a united effort of the
Montrose Cuunsgling Center & the Montrose Clinic to educate
lesbians about risk factors for breast cancer, breast self-exam tech-
nigues, & other health toncerns and to provide kow-cost (shiding
scale) well-woman examns that include pelvic exams, pap smears,
breast exams, lab work, & referrals for mammaograms when
needed. These services are available by appointment only at the
Montrose Clinic, 713/830-3000. S5chedule educationsl presenta-
tionis through the Montrose Counseling Center, 713/529.0037,
» Methodist YNA Hospice is a nonprofit United Way agency
that provides in-home care to terminally ill patients in Harris
County. We are currently recruiting volunteers to provide emo-
tional support & practical assistance to the patients in their neigh-
borhood. Training is provided to prepare you for the job. No
medical skills are required, The next training session begins the first
weekend in June. More info: 713/630-5513.
* Milam House Volunteers MNeeded! Reach out, make 3 differ-
ence, show someone you care. Walk the talk at Milam Houze, a
residential center for people lving with HIVIAIDS. Volunteers work |
directly with the residents, providing companionship & emotional
support in a one-on-one setting. More info, call 713/520-9248 or
e-mail ahhwintr@neosaft.com, You can also visit the Web site at
hittpefwwew neosoft.comi ~ahhstaffiMilamHouse/,
* Montrose Clinic/Houston Clinical Research Network 5
a community-based, nonprofit agency that prowvides low- or o=
cost health, sodal, educational, and research services; specializes in
treatment of sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS care,
Meeded: cash gifts for indigent-patient care and capital campaign; §
wvolunteer time from general and speciafty physicians or ay persons §
interested in HIV counseling/office support. 215 Westhemmer, 713/
520-2000. :
* Next Step is a free confidentsal program of information and§
medical testing for persons who are HIV pesitive. Previded by
Montrose Clinic. Call 713/520-2000 for schedule and to regster.
* Omega House provides 3 homelike environment for persons$
with AIDS needing hospice care. We do nat charge for our serss
vices, thus we serve persons primarify who do not have traditional
medical resources, Always in need of volunteers in all areas of o
program. Also; donations of soda, bleach, laundry detergent,
kitchen serving utensils. universal remote controls, talented musis
cizns to share their talent with our residents, general office supplied
Financial gifts are alse always welcome. Joanne at 713/523-7110,
* Steven's House provides intermediate care in a homelikes
environment for people Iving with HIV/AIDS, Meeded: soft drinks;
laundry detergent, baking pans, bed pillows (new). basic cleaningd
supplies, office supplies, new bicycle, extension ladder able to reachy
2nd stary, outdoer fumitire & new umbrelia for table, chest off
drawers, small desk & chair, 2 comfortable reading chairs, la
(table & floor), YCR, cable-ready TV for resident room. bedsided
tables, steam cleaning service for rugs & fumiture, 2 large room)
rugs, wall hangings, apartrment in Montrose area for uﬂ'ltr:.l'rr‘:sideﬁl'. 3
family kodging: volunteers for tasksfservices, Info; 713/522-5757,
* Tobacco-Free Greater Houston provides a list of smoke
free restaurants in the Houston area and works 1o promote healt
through the reduction of youth access to tobacco & promotion off
a smoke-free environment. For free puide, send SASE to Tobac
co-Free Greater Houston, POB 820769, Houston, TX 772690769
» Thomas Street Health Center Council is an elected advos)
cacy group that advise the hospital district on matiers concernin 3
Thomas Street AIDS Clinic. Meetings open to public comment S8
participation, 2nd Wednesday each month, 2 pm, 3rd floor co
ference room, 2015 Thomas 5t @ Paschall. 793-4000.
* Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic offers a women's healthy
clinic. Visits include complete examination by gynecologist, (a8}
work, medication, & referral if needed Fee $40; but no one turmeds
away. Wednesdays, 5-8 pm, by appaintment only, 713/520-20008
» Yoga. Free yoga classes. Yoga benefits the individual by prowdings
stress relief, better health & a clear mind, This is achieved by a3
combination of physical postures, mental exércises, bréathing tech=s
niques & improved diet. Free yoga classes ae MondayS & Wedne
days at 7 pm and Fridays at & pm @ Devenand Yoga Center, 3115
West Loop South, Ste. 21, 713/965-9642

Social

* 20 Semething is a carng, informative, social commurnity foR
lesbigay persons & their friends coming togsther in a safe & post
tive atmosphere to share, learn, & build friendships, For mare i
formation, call 281/315-6786 (pager with voice mail).

* BiNet Houston is a sacialfsupport/educational group which 18
open to bisexuals & bi-friendly indviduals, More info: 467-4380. I8
is best to call 6-10 pr most evenings; otherwise, leave a message
E a representative will return your call utiizing utmost discretio

* Bluebonnet Young Democrats. As a member of this les-
bianfgay/gay-fnendly group of young Democrats in Texas. you wil
have a chance 1o make a great impact. Possible projects in the fu-
ture include trips to Austin, community forums, and other fun ac-
tivities. Voice mail is 632-9974 and pager is 786-0493,
+ The Chain Gang Cycling Club provides friendly cycling op-
partunities for members & friends of the gay & lesbian communi-
ties in metropolitan Houston. To jeinfmare info: 863-1860.
» Classic Chassis Car Club (CCCC) s 2 group of gay men and
eshians who enjoy having, talking or being araund people who
have old classic cars and exchanging ideas about them, We have
one gat-out and one happy-hour gathering mach maonth, as well as
some impromptu get-togethers. For locations and dates: 713/960-
9613 or write P.O, Box 981102, Houston 77098,
« Garden And Yard Society (GAYS) is a gay gardening dub
for warmen & men. Bring your gardening friends and supporting
partners. [Meets the 2nd Friday of each month at 7 pm, More info:
713/661-6378, 713/520-1066, or 713/869-8245,
* Gay Alumni Noon Group (GAMN.G). Gay men & women
who are 40 or oider and their friends and other persans wha rmight
be interested in addressing the concems and exploring the interests
of older gays @ the Mantrose Library, 4100 Montrose. Far more
irfi: o @ 71 3622-6918 or Robert @ 713/665-6446,
* Gay & Lesbian Health Professionals meets monthly, pro-
viding socials, speakers, networking, and practitioner referral line,
For mfarmation or a referral, call 713/523-4700.
* Gay Men's Chorus of Houston rehearses Thursdays, 7-10
pm @ Grace Lutheran Church. 2515 Waugh. Formal music train-
ng is not required, and singing & non-singing members are wel-
come. For info, leave message @ 713/521-SIMG.
= Heartsong Women's Chorus rehearses manthly at varying
locations. Mew & former members welcome! For more informa-
tion, please call 947-1488.
* Houston Area Bears is a social organization for "bears” (hir-
sute men) of all sizes and their admirers. Their monthly social is
held on the second Saturday of each month at the Verture-M,
2913 5 Main, 8 pm. For further infa: The Grower Line, B67-9173.
*+ Houston Area Motorcycle Society (HAMS) is a new leshian
& gay maotorcycle club for everyone whoa owns a motorcycle and
wants to go on organized rides with other family members. All
rides are free and open to the public For mare info: 7131523-7347
orwrite P.O. Box 981025, Houston, TX 77098,
* Houston Dutdeor Group (HOGS) is a social group for gay
men & lesbians wha enjoy the outdoors, Activities include camp-
ng. hiking. horseback riding, canoeing, ete. We have day trips,
weekend tAps (typically a 2- to 4-hour drive from Houston), usu-
ally in state parks or private campgrounds. Lecal sorial events in-
chude Saturday moming breakfasts & once-a-month social potluck
dinners. Call 71 3/KAMPOUT for imnfo or your complimentary news-
letter, or write to P.O. Box 980893, Houston, TX 77098,
* Lambda Rollerskating Club invites all ages to join in the fun
every Wednesday, 8-10 pm, @ Starfite Skating Rink, 8075 Cook Rd.
@ Beechnut. Admission is §5 (+ $1.50 for skates}). For information,
please call 933-5818.
* Lesbian & Gay Potluck. The Leshian & Gay Unitaran Univer-
salists (LGUU) cordially invite you to bring a dish & join them on
December 19@ 7 pm, First Unitarian Universalist Church, Crane
Fireside Room, 5200 Fannin, Info: 713/526-5200.
* LiB, a lesbian empawerment group, promotes lesbians, jobs,
networking and businesses. 3rd Friday of each menth, 7:30 pm,
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church, 1440 Harold St, Lig's
hotline: 713/529-0077.
* Life Begins at Forty is 2 group for women who might feel out
of place at bars where the younger crowd seems ta gather. It wil
provide a safe, warm, non-drinking, non-smeking enviranrment for
meeting friends as well 25 potential partners, Meets @ Bering Me-
morial Linited Methodist Church, 2nd & 4th Fridays of each month
<nd Friday: 6:30-9 pro, potluck & discussion/workshop/speaker. 41t
Frday dance, 8 prm-midite, More infomation: Sharon Stone 713/
771-7648 or the church office 713/526-1017.
* Lone Star Mudist Group. For gay or bisexual men who wish
10 share nude expenences. Singles and lovers welcome. Monthly
meetings, Mude social events, massage group, and out-of-town
g2thenngs. Call B66-8847 for more information.
* The Movie Club. We go out to eat and to the mavies on Sat-
urdays. No dues, Wb httpu/houstongayweb. com/mavieclub, or
all us at 281/835-5312.
* Qutrage, Inc. is 2 nonprofit socil group raising furds for Hous-
ton area HIVIAIDS charities by producing special events including
e aninual Halloween Party & the Pride Party. Meets 2nd Tuesday,
Other events include beach parties, Austin splash & other socials.
Mare info: 713706-2508, Weh site: outrage org/—outrage,
* Prime Timers Houston promotes social activities for the
older gay and bisexual male. Some of the activities they participate
I are theater. dining cut. movies, pothuck dinners, card garmes, and
Wweekend daytnps, For more information, call 867-3903.
*Rainbow Fishing Club. To get on the free mailing list for the

new fishing club for gays and lesbians, call john @ 713/523-6381.
* Rainbow Ranglers. 2 gay country & western dance club,
teaches beginaing level dance every Thurs. at 8:30 pm & advanced
leved cance every Wed. at 8 prn at Brazos River Bottom, 2400 Bra-
zos. Dance classes free & open to the public. More info: B80-0670.
* Rainbow Riders is a bicycling club for womyn. Mests every
Sunday marming, Al wormyn are welcome regardless of ability & ex-
perience, More info: Cookie Davenport @ 713/8659-1686,

* Scriptwriters/Houston is a stage-and-screen writers' support
and netwarking group. Meetings are the 1st & 3rd Mondays of ev-
ery manth, 7:30 pm @ Jones Theatre at the University of 5t. Tho-
ras, ‘f'oakum @ Alabarma. Free. For info: 707-5194 or 523-9291.
* Sisters is a social/support group for African-American lesbians
& friends. Meets 2nd Sunday of the month, 5-8 pm. Call 713/801-
0027 for meeting location,

* Southern Country Houston provides country and western
dance lessons, exhibitions, and charity everts to benefit service or-
ganizations. Free dance lessons are offered every Friday, 7-9pm, at
The Ranch, Plaza 9200, 9200 Buffalo Speedway. For more informa-
tion, call 713/226-2228 or write to P.O. Box 1502, Houstan, TX
77252-1502.

* Texas Medical Center Lambda is an assocition of bisexual,
g2y, lesbian, transgendered, & gay-friendly faculty, staff, & students
at Texas Medical Center. One community service or social event
per month plus meetings the sacond Monday of each manth, 7:30
pm @ Toopees, 1830 W, Alabama, Info: Ppage @ 284-7206.

Sports

* Good Sports. College footballfbasketball fans. For more infor-
matian, call 713/523-5000.

* Houston Tennis Club, an affiliate member of the Gay and
Lesbian Tennis Association, welcomes men and women of all ages
and skill levels. They meet Wednesdays & Fridays from 7:30-9 pm
& Sundays from 9 am-12 noon at Memonial Park Ternis Center. To
jein, call 713/692-2703.

* Houston Women's Flag Football League (HWFFL) is a
nonprofit sports organization open to all women, ages 18 & over,
We have 2 divisions—competitive & recreational. You ean join by
bringing in your own team, For more info: 713/981-6753.

* Houston Women’s Softball League (HWSL) is a nonprofit
organization for women who enjoy the sport of softball. For more
information. call Trish Jarvis, 713/688-9468 or write P.O. Box
70656, Houston TX 77270,

* Independent Billiard League (IBL) is a recreational billiard
league that welcomes everyone 1o join, either an a team or as a
substitute player. We have 3-player teams that compete at various
bars & clubs in Housten on Thursday nights. IBL fosters friendly
competition & is an excellent way to meet other people with simi-
lar interests More infio: 713/524-9621, or P.O. Box 66696, Hous-
ton, TX 77266-6695; e-mail at gvargas@swhellnet,

* Lone Star Volleyball Association (LSVA) is EnCouraging
interested volleyball players to join in the fun of playing indoar
volleyball. The LSVA leagues play st the Univ. of St Thomas-jarabeck
Center, 4000 Mt Vernon (between Richmond & Alabama) on
sundays, 4:30-6:30 pm for recreational & intermediate players, &
6:30-9:30 pm for advanced players. All those who have never
played with LSWA before will play for free on their first visit |
you're interested: 281/878-4629 or www.neosoft.com/~lsva.

* The Montrose Softball League (MSL) is a nonprofit adult
softball league serving the greater Houston £ay community since,
1980. Open to both men and women of all skill levels, The spring
seasen beging in late March. For further information: league voice-
rail 713/867-3913; or write to M5L P.O. Box 541954, Houston
THTTI54-1954; or e-mail gganoigmail.com,

" team Houston for the Games, Inc. is a nonprofit organi-
zation to educate & infarm all pecple about gayflesbian sports
competitions & to encourage participation in the Gay Games and
Cultural Festival. The next Gay Games will take place in Amster-
darn. Aug 1-8, 1998, More info: Team Houstan, P.O. Box 65405,
Housten, TX 77.266-6405 or call 877-1191,

* Texas Gay Rodeo Association is a nanprafit aeganization,
with chapters in Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth, San Antanio, and
Houston, that promotes and stages an annual rodeo evert as well
as engaging in fund-raising activities throughout the year, For more
information on the Houston chapter, write to P.O. Box 130585,
Housten, TX 77219-0585 or call 777-1444,

Alternatives
for your
Animal Companion

Homeopathy
Nutritional Therapy

Patricia A. Cooper, dvm
1951 [ [exington 6t.
Hoeuston, Texas 77098
713 520.5588

LIFE INSURANCE
Simplified issue

- No Medical Exam Required!
Up to $250,000

Ferriulo & Associates
J. Al Ferriulo

800/834-4252

Member of the Graafer Houston
Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce
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Debbie’s
Style Shop

G

Men, Women, Children

869-8977

2626 White Oak Dr. in the Heights
10 am to 7 pm Tues - Sat

Walk-ins Welcome!

Financial
Services, Inc.

Qm « [Income Tax Service
+ Past Due Returns
QBD * Out-of-State Returns
Quﬂ s Estate & Trust Returns
+ Business Bookkeeping
» Business Tax Returns
* Notary Public

(713) 522-9000

Fax: (713) 5266588

2615 Montrose Blvd. + Houston, TX 77006

Memorial Clinical Associates, P.A.

* Most insurance plans accepted
» Evening hours available by request

Lawrence A Mora, MD

Board Certified in Family Practice

713-880-0433

1801 North Loop West
timeare@aol.com

“Best Internet Provider”

Houston Press—Best of Houston '95

L]

All 28.8 modems

ISDN Ready :

100% Digital Network

+ FREE WWW Home Page

+ 7-Days-a-Week Tech Support
* Training Available

Get Insync!
CallNow! 713/961-4242

INSYNC

INTERNET SERVICES, IKEL.

hitp://www.insync.net

-

Connecting Houston to the World

What do passhcE and SO
have in c:n:miﬂmﬂlﬁﬂ

%

e

A A
When you bring in a bag of groceries, you'll
get $10 off the price of 112 hour MASSAGE!
All donations go directly to Stone SOUP
Food Pantry, an AIDS Foundastion Houston
(AFH) non-profit service.
For more info, call
Jeff Salazar, RM.T.—(713) 524-5865

Proudly Servin@e Community

Free Quotes
Flat/Hourly Rates
Same Day Service

Fully Insured

(713) 861-0326

oo

From the Heights and Montrose
to Pearland and Alvin, | am your
Appraiser & Realtor of Choice!

Parts of Pearland are only 12
minutes fo the Monlrose area
via Hwy 2B8 with minimal traf-
fic. And you can get a brick 3-
bedroom house in the $70' in

“| with some acreage from the
low $100's up!

Sam Ferreri, raa

RE/MAX Pearland
5517 W. Broodwaoy, #E
Peoriand, Texas 77581

23 years experience”

(281485-3200

| these areas! Or moybe a house « |

» Popular downtown location, 5 blocks fraom River Walk
+ Luxurious suites and questrooms with 4-star amenties
» Great for business and leisure travelers
+ Rates from $58, w/Continental breakfast

Call for reservations or more information

210-220-1092

620 BROADWAY, SAN ANTONIOD, TEB215
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Letters to the Editor

continued from page 7

argument that two HIV-positive men have
little to lose by “barebacking” with each
other [OutSmart, May 1998]. I recommend a
Scientific American article (Aug. 1995) “How
HIV Defeats the Immune System,” by Martin
Nowak and Andrew McMichael. Its thesis is
that AIDS generally happens when the body
getstoo many different strains of HIV to cope
with them.

HIV is unusually prone to mutation and
undergoes considerable evolution inside any
host it infects. There is serious theoretical
reason to think that if two men exchange
strains this will hasten the evolutionary
process and the onset of AIDS in both. I
wonder, are Mr, Simmons and I using the
word “strain” in the same way? The HIV
genome can be described as a string of about
9,500 symbols (nucleotides). I say that two
viruses belong to adifferent strain ifeven one
of the 9,500 is different. Even one difference
may confer resistance to a drug like AZT,

A big question is: where do you put the
burden of proof? [ would put it on those who
guestion the risk. Nevertheless, itis a matter
of discretion. My own choice is that I have
not engaged in anal sex at all since 1979, and
try to avoid partners who do. As far as I know,
Ihave succeeded in avoiding HIV. [ hear that
itis not all that easy to use condoms—I know
of at least two guys who instructed other
people on how to use condoms, but then
became infected. I have not had to know the
ins and outs of using condoms.

He cites how some romance ads call for
HIV-negative partners, and how such ads
have been criticized as a form of apartheid,
have noreservation aboutrunning such ads—
I think this is simply protecting my best
interests. [ go a little further—I say, “neither
top nor bottom.”

I grant that a monogamous couple is a
closed system, albeit less so than a celibate
individual, He calls for more empirical
evidence—cites an author that cites one
married heterosexual couple—but concedes
that the facts are incomplete. The Scientific
American article also cites only limited
empirical evidence, but presents a very
plausible theory, that I would take as
promising reliable predictions.

Iamastaunch advocate of individualism
in sexual matters. Nevertheless, this is like
life on the frontier—youmay be on your own,
but there are definite natural dangers that
vou must heed. [ think I should also add that
l oppese any government intervention in the
present matter, and that individuals must

deci . e
. —>Scott Tillinghast

Houston

OutRight

continued from page 23

everyone who believes in privacy rights must
favor abortion rights. Yet many Americans
who believe deeply in privacy also believe
deeply that abortion implicates a competing
value; the right to life, They balance the right
of privacy against the right to life and come to
a very different conclusion about abortion
than does Parker. The point is not that they
are right about abortion and Parker is wrong,
or vice versa; the point is that sincere
individuals who share the same core tenets
often have wildly divergent views about
particular issues. There is, I believe, no “gay”
answer to this problem. As a method for
helping the gay civil rights movement decide
what non-gay issues to pursue, then, Parker’s
approach is radically indeterminate.

Finally, Parker is right that politics
necessarily involves forming alliances or
“coalitions” with other groups. But even if we
agreed on our “core tenets” (which we do
not) and even if we agreed on the policy
preferences that emanate from those
principles (which we do not), it would still not
follow that we must strive to build coalitions
with various progressive groups.

It is true that Parker built her own
electoral majority in part on the basis of an
old- fashioned left-Democratic coalition of
racial minorities, progressive whites, and
gays (though her economic conservatism
also appealed to a broader constituency). A
similar alliance of groups has succeeded in
electing openly gay, and gay-friendly,
politicians in urban centers around the
country. That is no small achievermnent, and it
is entirely the product of decades of hard
work by the gay left.

The problem is that this old model of
progressive coalition-building is an
inherently self-limiting political strategy. It
has been successful occasionally in urban
areas but not often anywhere else, 1 think
Parker would concede that she could not
have won a county-wide, as opposed to city-
wide, race on the strength of her coalition.
Progressive coalitions will carry us only so
far but no farther.

To get to the next level, to achieve full and
secure equality, we must also be able to
appeal to the majority of Americans living
outside core urban centers. That means
translating equality for gays into terms most
Americans, including the ones in the suburbs
and rural areas, can understand. In
legislatures dominated by Republicans, it
means linking gay civil rights with
conservative ideas like limited government.
In short, it means building understanding
and coalitions with new groups of people. It

means relinquishing cherished leftist policy
positions, disentangling ourselves from the
web of progressive politics, and thinking
creatively about the larger meaning of gay
civil rights.

I have no illusions that the gay left is
going to do that any time soon. And gay
conservatives are no longer willing to let
gay left ideas go unchallenged. That's why
I say that the gay civil rights movement is a
myth. The movement comprises many
different people, with many different ideas,
and many different strategies for achieving
equality—in short the “movement” is many
different movements.

R A A o s S P B A S e maronety
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continued from page 44

making out were cool!) and painful the next
(gym showers, parents, and dating sucked!).
With an almost masochistic bravery, Nash
takes you through the psychic, sexual, and
hormonal battlefield that is high school—a
place that, if you ask most people, they say
they never want to go back to again.

“Going back is no problem at all,” ex-
plains Nash between bites from the buffet
table at a Freshman premiere soiree. “Be-
lieve me, I've done the therapy about it.”

And that, in essence, is why Nash's
show works, He's done the therapy. Unlike
so many solo performances that seem like
you're not only watching someone else’s
therapy, you're paying for it, Nash's work is
a product of a post-therapeutic, nicely aged
and matured, healthy perspective. Sure, as
the title implies, freshman year does suck.
But it's where the building blocks of cour-
age and compassion, sexuality and love,
understanding and tolerance for pain begin
to develop. Nash has a bead on this that
saves Freshman from being simply a laugh
riot (which isn’t a bad thing), and making it
something more intimate and personally
touching. Audiences agree. It's been in Aus-
tin twice, New York, Atlanta, Palm Springs,
L.A. The L.A. influence is blindingly, make
that blondingly apparent. Joining the ranks
of George Clooney and others, Nash is a
freshly bleached blonde.

“I'm actually having more fun,” he ad-
mits sincerely. Then, as if he’s channeling
yet another character—a ditzy pretty boy,
perhaps—he looks upward to his new blond
roots. “Butlfind I'mforgetting things more.”

Perhaps. But Nash himself is pretty
memorable.

Freshman Year Sucks! plays through July 12
at Stages Repertory Theatre. Tickets are $1.2-
$15. For more information, call 713/52-
STAGES.
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ACCOMMODATIONS

Do you provide travel accommodations?
Tell over 30,000 QutSmart readers each month about
your B&B, Guest House, etc. For advertising rates, call
713/520-7237 ext 10.

THE LOVETT INN. Affordable luxury in the heart of
Montrose. Beautifully appointed rooms for both
business and leisure travelers. All rooms have direct
dial phones, private bath, breakfast and color TVs.
Also available VCR, FAX, Jacuzzl suites, pool and spa.
Walk to clubs, restaurants, shopping, and public
transportation. Convenient to Downtown, Galleria,
Medical and Convention Centers. Call today
713/522-5224.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pharmacy Discount Plan Now Available
For the Gay and Lesbian Community
Prescription Discount Card created for the Gay and
Lesbian Community offers savings up to 55% at over
40,000 neightorhood pharmacies nationwide
including Eckerds, Wall-Mart, and Kroger. Covers
pre-existing conditions, brand and generic
prescription discounts, Low siartup. Annual
membership for individuals only $39.95, and family
membership only $49.95. Some members have
saved their membership cost and more on their
first visit to the pharmacy. Free information package.
Call today EZHealth USA. 713/973.9222. ext 101.

ANTIQUES

CIVIL WAR ERA
Impressively emballished and authentic documents
signed by Presidents. Abraham Lincoln $7,500.00,
Andrew Johnson $6,500.00, Ulysses S. Grant
$6,500.00, or best offer. Call Pat at 713/667-2244

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Call teday for your FREE cuslomized apartment
search-all areas. Computerized info saves you lime
and money. My service is NO COST to you. Jason
McLawchlin, licensed locator. HomeWorks Apartment
Locators. 713/521-REAL (7325).

ABSOLUTE LUXURY

1, 2, and 3 BEDROCM CONDQS, TOWNHOMES and
APARTMENTS! Varied amenities include
Washer/Dryer, Fireplace, JACUZZI BATHTUB,
Intrusion Alarm, Computer & Fax Business Center,
FREE CABLE, Garden Patios, Spacious Floor Plans,
and MORE!! From $585/mo. Inner Loop and
Houston-Wide. Agent - 7 years experience.

A BETTER PLACE 713/667-7011 FREE SERVICE

NEW CONSTRUCTION SPECIALS!
Enjoy every modern amenity in your own BRAND
NEW Innerloop Luxury Apartment Homel Near
Downtown and Montrose including designer white
appliances, full - size washer/dryer connections,
private patio or balceny with storage, resort style pool,
moderm filness center, clubhouse and a resident
husiness center with computer and fax! 1 Bdrm/1Bath
£694 mo. = 2 Bdrm/2 Bath $899 me: * 3 Bdrm/2 Bath
$1,059 mo, - LOW DEPOSITS! Also available:
assigned cover parking and private garages with
remotel
A BETTER PLACE 713/667-7011 - Agent.

OUTSMART

CLASSIFIED ADVERTI

BARTER
ADVERTISING SPACE FOR BARTER
Seeking body shop, interior plant company, upholstery
shop, and pool companies who would like to trade
services for advertising in OutSmari, Houston's gay
and lesbian monthly magazine. Not interested in
joining a barter elub, Call 718/520-7237 ext.11. 3

SUPPORT GROUP )

FOR LESBIAN WOMEN
Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00 pm

B

For info call 281/264-1671

Diana Thomas, LPC

ENTERTAINMENT

Artists/Carpenters plus ofher exiting wvolunteer
opportunities. The Houston Women's Festival will be
October 24, 1998 at Garden in the Heights. Call the
Athena Art Project @T713/861-3316
AthanaArt@aol.com

=
5

Call for Videos/Film on VHS format, for Houston
Women's Festival-Art and Film exhibit. Contact Laura
Kellner at woicelpgr 713/290-7257.
email:severa @hypercon.com

VIDEO ACE
Your S. Housion, Pasadena, Hobby area full service
video renfal/sales desfination. Free membership/
no deposit, We cany all ratings and classifications.
Gulf Freeway at Airport/Collage exis! then east 2 mifes.
1418-G Spencer Hwy. 713/910-0220

T EMPLOYMENT
IS YOUR BUSINESS GROWING?
NEED QUALITY HELP?
OUTSMART ADVERTISING WORKS!
FOR INFORMATION CA!_L 713/520-7237.

FOR RENTILEASE

FOR RENT
Museum/Montrose District, Efficiency Garage
Apartment. All-Bills Paid. $400. Includes washer and
dryer. 713/520-1577.

KEEP IN TOUCH!

Premier Paging and Wireless. Activale your pager for
only $19.95 per month. (Includes three months
service). Pagers available for only $39.95 (includes 3
months service.) Ask us about our new lalking pagers
and PrimeCo cellular phones! Guaranteed lowest
advertised price in town! Member of the Greater
Houston Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce.
Free delivery._ Premier Paging and Wireless.
281/575-8500.

It Pays To Advertise!
We'd love to help you sell your preduct or service. Call
QuiSmart magazine al 713/520-7237.

SING

|
«

Baby Grand Piano. Spectacular “Tigered” Woodgrain
finish. Both fantastic sound and stunning decorative
furnitura! Don't play? Does it really matter? Of course
not! Bench included. $6,500, 713/308-6811.

HAIR SALONS

Studio 911 Hair ... If your hair isn't becoming to you,
then you should be coming to me. By appointment
only. Don Gill 71 3!5_21-0911. TT006.

HEALTH/BEAUTY

The Houston Buyer's Club is a nonprofit program of
the Michael Mosley Foundation offering nutritional
supplements at reduced prices for people with life
threatening ilinesses. Specializing in nutritional
supplements for people with HIV. No membership is
required and our store is open to the general public.
Weight Gain Product, Antioxidant Vitamins and Herbs.
Call 713/520-5288 for more information.

INTERNET WEB-SITES

QUTSMART CLASSIFIEDS WORK!
FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 713/520-7237.

QutSmart Magazine is available at 322 locations

around Housion. OutSmart Online is available at

360,000,000 computers worldwide,
www.outsmartmagazine.com

%

LLSTATE INSURANCE
Edward Garcia Agency
Auto, Property, Life, Business...
3407 Kirby Dr., Houston, TX 77098
[713) 526-6553
24 Hour Customer Service
Se Habla Espanol

LIFE INSURANCE
Up to $250,000.
Simplified issue.
No physical exam or blood fest.
Call Al Ferriulo af 800/834-4252

MASSAGE THERAPY |

TREAT YOURSELF to a healing session of
body-work. | combine massage and acuprassure in 2
pleasant environment to bring you to & state of
relaxation and well-being. John, RMT #4887,
713/520-5208.

Therapeutic Massage

For The Professional
Specializing in stress and pain relief « Migraines e
Carpal Tunnel » Cellulite Reduction * Aromatherapy *
Light Healing Therapy » Swedish Massage. Linda
Meyer 281/520-3815. InfOut Calls. RMT#18203

Health Matters
Massage therapy in the privacy and convenience of
your homs. Gift Certificates Available. Ralph R.
Letourneau, 713/520-0958, RMT#007915

REACH OUT AND TOUCH
OUTSMART READERS!
OUTSMART CLASSIFIEDS WORK!
FOR ADVERTISING
INFO CALL 713/520-7237.

FULL BODY MASSAGE
The best bodywork in town for those who are serious
about their body. Infout calls—Hotels welcome. Call
Joe al 281-885-1236. TM#0056

WOW!
Unique 3-slory townhomes with washer and dryer
connections and garage. Some with ceramic tile and
hardwood flooring. Galleria and inner loop area.
Agent David Furlong 713/532-4200.

ROMANCE

Simply call 281/638-1437 for a simply great,
therapeutic massage. Siudio with shower in the
Houston Heights. T. McLaughlin, MTO12704.

LET YOURSELF GO
Experience a one hour full body Swedish Massage.
Flexible hours. Dewayne. 713/527-0835. RMT#11412.

MEET MEN!
Talk to locals on Club Voice-MALE™
Browse, Maich, Chat FREE!
Call 850-7900
use FREE code 2100

GALVESTON = Massage * GALVESTON
David is 67" and uses his legs for strength, so you
receive invigorating treatments; Swedish gymnastics,
massage, polarity, Reikl. Also available; Bach Flowers,
Psychic-stuff, Astrology. (409) 933-9100.

So you've met someone! NOW WHAT? Don't wasle
time and energy. Have your astrological charls
compared for compatibility. Call Madilyn Stein at 713/
622-7232 to sel your appoiniment. 36 years
experience.

ROOMATES WANTED

FEELGREAT!
NOW!
with an incredible full-body massage.
Lighter pressure for relaxafion
and/or firm pressure to relieve muscle

soreness, stress-related
fightness and injury.
Call TODAY!
(713) 592-0444
Paul Rutledge (MT#12781)

ART OF MASSAGE: restoring comfort and balance to
your mind and body by the caring hands of a skilled
therapist. Results can be relaxing, invigorating—even
inspiring! AMT#7796. Michael 713/410-7689.

*ESCAPE" the stress of everyday life with
massage...soothing, relaxing, rejuvenating. Infout calis
7 days a week. GIFT CERTIFICATES. Deep fissue
massage also available. Paul Rutledge
RMT#MT012781. Paul Rutledge 713/592-0444.

mase*sage’- THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Nice
locking body builder, incredible 1 hour full body
massage, private studio designed for massage.
Montrose. $60. Noon to Midnight. Seven yrs
axperience. RMT#1418. Mitchell 713/521-3358.

WHOLENESS AND HEALTH. Healing and caring
hands with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage.
Balancing your life by restoring flow and energy,
Peaceful. Relaxful. B good to yourselfl RMT#2233,
Howard Kanelakos 713/528-6174.

AFFORDABLE, CLOSE-IN, FRIENDLY
Westbury
Willowbend
Willow Meadow
Price from the ‘80's and up.
CALL JEFF JAMES,
COLDWELL BANKER UNITED REALTORS
713/349-9700

Roomates
Looking for couple to share 1/2 million dollar home
located in Museum/Montrose area. $1350 plus 1/2
electric. (713) 520-1577.

SERVICES

Affordable Cellular Phones and Pagers
Premier Paging and Wireless. Activate your pager for
only $19.95 per month. (Includes ihree manths
service). Pagers available for only $33.95 (includes 3
months service.) Ask us about our naw talking pagers
and PrimeCo cellular phones! Guaranteed lowest
advertised price in town! Member of the Greater
Houston Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce.
Free delivery. Premier Paging and Wireless.
281/575-8500.

Ready to Buy A Used Vehicle?
| will save you time and money. Cash or Trade, Greal
or Horrible Credit. It's not what you know, it's who you
know. Cherie 281/536-1469,

MAID IN THE SHADE

“Making People Happy Since 1988"
Houses » Apartments « Offices
Oependable Professional Service

5210-A Rouyalton CALL 713/665-6243

TRAVEL

COSTA RICA

Large Villa with 4 private bedrooms plus 2 studio
apartments. Jacuzi, Swimming Pool, Water Fall,
Large Gardens, Very Secure. One or all for rent
weekly or monthly. Individual or group. Fully staffed. 15
minutes from the capital, San Jose in exclusive
residential area of Bello Horizonte de Esazu. Contact
Dr. Nick with message/fax at 506/289-5867.

Travel

Dut Smart!?
The Travel Partnership, inc.
Sandra Wilkins
713/526-4471 * E-mail outtravl @ aol.com

Horsin’ Around the Canadian Rockies:
Men Only. July 31-Aug. 1, $1,450 plus Air, Five day
guided horseback tour of Banff National Park, plus
Banff Hot Springs and Lake Louise. Includes 4 nights
at a permanent campsite, 3 nights in a Banff hotel,
equipment, 5 breakfasts, & lunches, 6 dinners, and
more.
Dan Jose City, Costa Rica:
Includes Air from Houston, Hotel, Taxes and Transfers,
3 nights from $629 pp/dbl. 4 nights from $393 pp/dbl.
Cancun, Midweek Travel:
Includes Air from Houston, Taxes, and Transfers: 3
nights from 359 pp/dbl. 4 nights from $393 pp/dbl.
Puerto Vallarta, Midweek Travel:
Includes Air from Houston, Hotel, Taxes and Transfers:
3 nights from $413 pp/dbl. 4 nights from $449 pp/dbl.
Las Vegas, Wednesdays—Saturdays:
Includes Air from Houston, Hotel and Taxes: 3 nights
from $320 pp/dbl.
Travel the World/Jim Jadloski 713/682-4972.

8ih Annual Gay/Lesbian Day at Disney World June
4-7, package details. Also booking now for Gay
Games in Amsterdam July 30-Aug 9. Call Travel
Network foll frae at BBB/335-6898 or in Austin call
512/335-6898. IGLTA

Out By The Sea (Crystal Beach)
A unigue bed and breakfast only 90 minutes from
Houston, For reservations call Jim or Jery at
888/522-5926. Visa and Mastercard accepted.

LNIGLOBE |

First Choice Travel

Corporate or Vacation
Olivia » RSV/P » Atlantis = Our World
Customized or Independent

(713) 667-0580

1-800-856-1835 (outside Houston)
2236 W. Holcombe @ Greenbriar

Qe .8 M A TRUT
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
M A D E E'R S Y

R A L E S

Basic Classifieds are $13 for 30 words
or less & 25¢ per each word thereafter.
Add additional 25¢ per each bold word.
Discounts available for 3 or 6 months if
ads are prepaid. Three insertions, base rate
of $10 per month. Boxed ads with text
only are $23 per vertical column inch
(2%" x 17). Boxed ads with graphies/logo
are 546 per vertical column inch. 10% dis-
count granted to advertisers who prepay
for 3 or more consecutive months. Dead-
line: July 15 for the August issue. Order by
phone & pay by VISA, MasterCard, or
American Express. OrFAX ittousat 713/
522-3275. Sorry, we do not bill. Mail your
ad and payment to: OutSmart Classifieds,
3406 Audubon, Houston, TX 77006-4412.
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ADVERTISING/MARKETING
OutSmart Magazing = 3406 Audubon Plage . ......... 520-7237
Rocketboy Communications = 4126 Lanark . ......... 660-6304
Uptown Health&Spirit Magazine » 3406 Audubon Place 520-7237
ASTHI]L[I G EIIS
Phil Roddy . . 529-5842
Madilyn 51cin « B22-7232
ATTDRHEVS.-’LEGAL SEHUII}ES
Hewardil. Gl e e s, s s L e 910-5757
Moore & Hurt = 3608 Auﬂuban P ace . . 522-4282

Shannon T, Warren . . 523-0420
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
Montrose Auto Care» 1511'2 Taft ... ... . 524-3068
CATERING
Clayton Catering « 1701 California ... ..... coo0 0.0 526-1800

CLEANERS/LAUNDRY SERVICES

Image Cleaners « 3407 Montrose . . 527-0880

GLEAHIHEI.IAHIT!]RIAL SERVICES
Makdinithe:Shadess 0 e it v . G65-6243
Man Maid Cleaning Service/Ti any N«r . 993-9737

COMMUNITY/NONPROFITS
(SEE ADDITIONAL LISTINGS IN THE SOURCE)

AIDS Foundation Houston = 3202 Weslayan ......... 623-6796
Body Positive » 1475 W. Gray, #176. . 524-2374
Center for AIDS = 1407 Hawthome 527-8219

Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian CharEer of Comﬁ“n:rce 5237576

Empower ‘88 . 462-1354
Houston Dept. af Heahh and HJr"an Fiesourﬂr-s . T94-9020
Houston Pride Band. . . 524-0218
Human Rights Campaign. . SR . 529-9712
Montrose Clinie » 215 West hﬂlme' (st . B30-3000
Paople with AIDS Coalition » 3400 Montrcl‘s .. 522-5428
PFLAG , i ; ¥ _-BB7-9020
PIIdECDI‘I‘In‘II[iEE e e e i bt it Db MU

Texas AIDS Ride . ............. . 1-B88-TED-RIDE

COMPUTERS
SERVICES/TRAINING/WEB DESIGN
Computer Factory » 13147 NW Frwy., #155 . 462-3453
Stealth Web DesignBob Derr............ . B02-2845
INTERNET BAR
Copy.Com * 1201 Westheimer ... ..c...ov0ner0 - 32812010
INTERNET PROVIDERS
Insync « 3400 Montrose, Suite 303 ... ... ... ... B61-4242

Neosoft « 1770 St James Place .. .......... 1-888-NEOSOFT

CUHSIHUBTIDH;’HEMDDELIHG

Payless Insulation ... ... . BEB-10
Pride Interiors . . y 251:568 8704
U.5. Construction . . 526-7679

EHTERTAIHMEHT.-'HIGHTLIFE

COMEDY

Vickie Shaw @ The Lafl Stop = 1952 W, Gray ..., ., .. 524-2333

CONCERTS

PACE Concers . .................0 Ticket Master 629-3700

THEATER/FILM

DiverseWorks » 1117 East Freeway ... ... ... ... 223-8346

The Little Room Downstairs » 2326 Bissonnel . ... ,.. 523-07%1
FINANCIAL SERVICES

BANKS

Chase Bank of Texas .. ........ .. . 216-7000
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ACCOUNTANTS
Hubbard Financial » 2615 Monfrose ... ......... ... 522-8000

FITNESS CLUBS/ PERSONAL TRAINING

AT ol Fitakas LR s e e e . B38-BODY
Houston Gym « 233 Birdsall ............000. .. 8809191
Muscle Mechanics « 4316 Yupon .., .. ... 000 523-5330
FRAMING/MOVIE COLLECTIBLES
Hollywoed Frame Gaflery » 2431 Bissonnet . ......... 942-8885
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS
House of Calenan » 901 W. Alabama .............. b23-2521
Preferred Graphics » 4200 Montrose ............... 528-7654
HEALTH CARE/MENTAL HEALTH
CHIROPRACTORS
Daniel Boudreaux, DC{Today's Health Center .
5225 Katy Frwy, #460 . FA S SBD 4444
Jefrey Garcia, DCNolklown Chirap.'acuc RS e R e
2301 Yorktown, Ste. 209 ... oo oo . 360-85T3
CLINICS
Kinetie Sparts Clinic * 3209 Stella Link ++ . 348-9750
The Men's Enhancement CEMBL ..o ivvviiasnring B3B-1774
COSMETIC
Body Enhancement, Dr. Richard Urso .. . T
6411 Fannin, 7th Flocr, JoneSBI3g. ... ouuwsiin 665-3226
COUNSELING /PSYCHOTHERAPY
Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP » 2211 Norfolk, Ste. 505 . . .. 522-3045
Dr. Joyoe M. Gayles ... ....oueiivaiiivnnsinneeas BET-6047
Dr. David Hopkinsan . . 526-8238
Charles Junkin, 6300 W Loop Soulh S’e IIO . B67-541B
Barbara Levinson, PhD/Center for Heall h)' Sexuallty . 7857111
Denise O'Doherty, LPC, MSN, LMFT .
3730 Kirby Or., Ste. 910 . ... ... - 524—9525
Bob Sneflgrove, LMSW-ACP « 4200 Mortruse. nsao . 522-7014
Southwest Hecovery Place . b vaw s e 242V 181
Patrick Vachan, LMSW- ACF‘ o . 52414771
DENTISTS
LifeSmikes/Dr. Randy Mitchmore, DOS. . ... oo ions
2617 W. Holcombe Blvd., Ste.E ... ............ 592-9300
Bruce W. Smith, DDS. » 1006 Miissoun .. ......... . 529-4364
HYPNOTHERAPISTS
John Arabie ., ... GEG-TT64 » pgr 281/725.2402
MASSAGE THERAPISTS
John Dascoulias . et LY el el
M, Ban Belean 0l Lalnii i T A [ERCR
Essertial Touch/Alan Davidson ... o.ooa. i 942-0823
Jetl Salazar . 524-5865
OPTOMETRISTS
Sue Moss, OD » 1428-A West Alabama .. ........... 524-2525
PHARMACY/DRUG STORES
Bristol-Myers SqUIBD ... .oovii i i www. zert.com
Merck-Grixivan . .....ocoiisiiiiiiieiinn, WWW.Crixivan.com

Roxane Labaratories, Inc. | ! A 1-800-848-0120
STATSCRIPT Phar mac,'-Mm G:eenttr'ar Ste. 235, . 521-1700

STATSCRIPT Pharmacy = 3407 Montrose, 44:5, 522-7373
PHYSICIANS
Center for Image Enhancement, Dr, Rothenberg, M.D...

5373'W. Alabama....... T?d E?43
Nellie Grose, MD » 2201 W HUL,DmDE E'.e 305 . BAOD-6620
Lawrence Mora, MD = 1801 N Loop W . . 8B0-0433

INSURANCE MGEHGIES,’AEEHTS
Jeffrey T. Bules . . 681-7700
Ferriulo & Assoc |a1e= T et aw&se 4252

MIWIHG COMPAHIES

Hands-On Movers | . 861-0326

PET CﬁHE
Patricia A, Cooper, DVM . . 520-5588
FHBT[IEFIHPH'I'
Theresa DiMenno ... .. . 4B4-4471
PHIHTIHE!GDPY BEHTEHS
Copy.Com * 1201 Westheimer . . 5281201
House of Coleman « 801 W. Alabarna N . 5232521

FSYEHIC}IHTUITWE HEA[IEHS

Sandra Nicholas . . . 522-0990
REAL ESTATE SERV":ES

REALTORS/AGENTS

G.W. Comelius. . 1-800-765-4030 or 1-409-621-2852

Karen DemKaren Delr Reaftors. . BB2-1600
Sam Ferreri/ReMax/Appraiser. . ; 231#485 3200
Richard HilliSwilley-Hudson « 1505 He:ghts . BG9-0456
Ronnie Kee/ReMax « 605 5. Mason Rd. . e 281!395-55[20
Margan Personette Realtors = 3660 lemand #100. .. 623-4443
Mike Copenhaver/Morgan Personette. . .......... 297-5638
Jeffrey Kuchar/Morgan Personette ... .......... 297-5605
Patrick O'NeiliMorgan Personette . .............. 297-5645
Mike SpearMorgan Personette .........o.00 ... 287-5614
Premier Victoman HOMES. . . cvuvsiiasaiaaniinsis B62-7929
Cary Russell’Prudential Premier Properties . ... ... .. 7219175
Bryan Williams/ERA Home Brokers .......... ... 880-1400
Sean Yarborough/ReMax « 12649F Memonal Dr, ... .. 763-5688
MORTGAGE LENDERS
Absolute Lending » 3730 Kirby Dr., Ste_ 904 ... ... .. 529-3730
Home Loan Corp « 1747 8L James Place, #200 . ... ...
Mark Archulela/JoAnne Downes .. .....covevoves 297-8000
Morgage Associates of Texas . ..........c.coienon 524-1850
Paint Mortgage Corporation ... .....

Tonya Grant « 308-8908.......... Kmth Hussell * ?61 235?
RELIGIOUS GROIIPS!SPIHIT[IAI.ITY
MCCR Houston » 1919 Decatur .. ..... A61-9143
RESTAURANTS/COFFEE BARS
Cale Artiste » 1601 W. Main & Mandell ......... .... 523-3704
Fox Diner » 905 Taft, el 1 523-5FOX
The Melting Pot » umo u‘.fcs-themer #146 e 0a2=D0 1Y
Toopees * 1830 W, Alabama. . 3 . 52-AROMA
RETAIL

AUTOMOTIVE ALARMS & TINTING

Executive Mctoring Boufique » 2823 Hillereft. .. ... ... 780-8000

CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES

Basic Brothers » 1232 Westheimer ... ... ..0...... 522-1626

EYEWEAR

Eye Elegance » 1800 Post Oak Bhvd. .. ... ........ 622-4411

GARDENING

Bartlett Tree Experts . ...oovneinn ) .. BB2-4777

In With Nature/Nature Helpers « 912 W 'I.Hh ........ ___\EEQ-EE*‘-E

GIFTS/ACCESSORIES —

Hanson Galleries * The Gallariall ... ..oooiiveeiies 552-1242
Town & Country Mall ... .o i iiapee S84-1242

GROCERIES, SUPPLIES & LIQUOR

H-E-B Pantry Foods » 1003 Westheimer waniowe BOT-B390

Kroger+ 3300/MONtrose . .. .. . i chvi i a i so o= B2E-TBES

HAIR/SKIN CARE/SALONS

Debbie's Style Shop « 2726 White Oak Drive .. ... .. B69-8977

Tracy's Reireat « 549 Studewood . BEg-2224

HOME FURNISHINGS

Gallery Fumitura » 6006 145N ... ...ovvvevivan. .. B94-5570

JEWELERS

Reiner's Jewelers « 2210 Westheimer 520-1212

srrecert

Support Out

MUSIC/VIDEDS

Blockbuster Music ................ 1-B00-850-6774, ext. 7711

PAGERS/VOICE MAIL/CELLULAR TELEPHONES

Premier Paging & Wirgless .. ..... . b 281/575-8500

UIT#MINS!HERBSIMEHEHRLS

Houston BuyersiGHI, . .. voiiae i modoines cos s 520-5288
TEST PI-'lEP

The Princeton Reviemt .o s, . 6B8-5500

TRAVEL

HOTELS/RESORTS/B&B'S

The Lovett inn* 501 Lovel, Houston, .. .....vev. ... 522-5224
Out by the Sea (Crystal Beach) .........cuvvns B888/522-5926
The Painted Lady Inn on Elmadwa;r 620 Bmadway. San Antonio
4 . 210/220-1002
TRM’EI. hBENC?ES
Damron Company. . .....oooivaievs ... 415/255-0404
Jim Jadloski, Indepandent Travel Agent. .. ......,... BB2-4972
TravelNetwork. - .ooioiiivinioins Toll free 38&'335 6898
Travel Parinershig/Sandra Wikkins. eaee... BOG-44T1
UNIGLOBE First Choice TraveliCoy TOW........v.s 667-0580
VIATICAL SERVICES
Linked Viatical Benefits » 811 Westheimer. ... ....... 528-6777
Medical Escrow Society. ... ...ciiaiiie e B0O0M22-1314

Low-cost steriluathn
1603 Shepherd Drive (713) 863-0010
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2
15
L7
21
24
30
33
42 [43 (44 45 |46 |47 48
49 50 51
52 53 |54 |55 |56 57
59 60
62
.54 65 .
ACROSS DOWN
1 Man without a mother 1 Superlatively sore
5 “Caught you!” 2 Milk source

8 Earth Girls Are ___

12La___ (Milan opera house)

13 Where one may find a date

15 How gay men have often been portrayed in
movies

17 Broadcast

18 Where straight boys often “iry it once”

19 Kind of bunny or dandy

21 Marina Del |, California

22 Prodigy alternative

23 Life stories, briefly

24 PC panic button

25 How gay men have often been portrayed in
movies

30 Word on an octagon

32 Aromas

33 How gay men have often been porirayed in
movies

38Endon___ note

39 Nimble

42 How gay men have often been portrayed in
movies

48 Do the Right Thing director

49 To ___ (exactly)

50 200/ computer

51 Pat Benatar's “Love __

52 Streisand foe, of late

53 Flavored with jalapenos

57 “You're it” game

58 How gay men have almost never been
portrayed in movies

61 Less graceful

62 Look from Scrooge

63 Bedroom ___

64 Become a blonde

65 Pekoe and Earl Grey

GH‘SWGM

Battlefield”

3 More than many
4 Zany, like many Nathan Lane roles
5 Very handsome young man
6 Kids in the ___
7 Out of the wind, to a sailor
8 Suffix frowned upon by feminists
9 you gay?" (“forbidden™ question in
the military)
10 Director Leone or bandleader Mendes
11 Response to “Who, me?”
12 Suecceeds, like a Kevin Williamson
screenplay
14 Chinese food additive
16 Secure a ship
20 Writer's original works (abbr.)
23 Works clearing tables
26 Shearer or Kelly
27 Checkpoint requests
28 Abba hit of 1975
29 Dernier ____ (latest fashion)
31 Flower child’s “farewell”
34 Bonfire remnant
35 Actress Stark of lesbian sex scenes
36 Dine [
37 Kind of soup
40 Scalpers’ transactions
41 Gay porn star Ryan
42 Meverland resident Peter
43 Hardcore gay magazine
44 Frequency of most gay pride parades
45" here!” (Poltergeist catchphrase)
46 Heavenly instrument
47 Most cunning
53 Erotic body parts, for some
54 Split ___ ("80s new wave band)
55 Shelled out the bucks
56 Cruiser’s quest, figuratively
59 Expected
6} Pre-Stonewall gay publication
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SignOut
by Madilyn Stein

hat would happen if you won the lottery,

received a large inheritance, or had a
long-term investment pay off! If you're ke most,
you'd create an emotional havoc because you
couldn't wait to realize your dreams. Gaining
wealth isn't necessarily going to make life grand,
July brings a mixed bag of gnodies, because
Jupiter in Pisces creates a fluctuation of hidden
feelings from the past. July isn't 2 good month to
gamble, It's a great time to pursue, investigate,
and process your feelings. This too shall pass
when Jupiter goes into Aries, February 14,1959,

Aries (March 21 - April 19) Your focus this
month is to clear unresolved rmiemories. You will
feel as if you're in slow motion, but this is the
perfect time to reach a compromise without giving
up your present state of mind.You often run cn
emotional empty. Splurge on basics and dust off
your feelings. Your jet-stream desires will return
after December. Luck is a state of mind.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20) Recluse no
more! Life is going to feel as if it's speeding,
demanding you pay attention to people, not
details. Patience may be your virtue; but just in
case, carry a pillow to cover your mouth when
you want to scream. Weeping over spilt
memories will creep into sharp reality Winning
the lottery won't make your health and sanity
any better, Pay attention to feelings but avoid
trauma-drama reactions. Wake up and realize
you are lucky.

Gemini (May 21 - June 21) Ideas, people,
material possessions—| want it all, If the words
"ponna take a sentimental journey” creep into
your bright mind, beware. it's your first clue not
to act on impulsive urges or commit to long-
term spending until you evaluate the worth of
the buy. Turn your energy to creative writing or
collecting art.You never really lack for money.
Wealth is relative,

Cancer (June 22 - July 23) Buy a new set of
armor; because you can't hide your feelings from
others anymore, Emoting memories will surface
and cause anal opposition to rule your birthday
if you hide from past.pain. Be careful when you
feel confrortational, because others aren't in a
much better space, Work out, run, breathe deep,
or find other forms of release. Money won't buy
you happiness.

Leo (July 23 - Aug. 22) Silent sulking has never
been your best suit. Money isn't the issue, because
yol've always managed to meet your obligations,
Past behavior is a wash, Celebrate life and
remember: aging is natural, feehngs are real, and

others will console you if you let them, Bank on
maney in your pocket, because you've eared it.

Virgo (Aug. 13 - Sept. 22) You're the
undiscovered dreamer of the zodiac. This month,
reveal and balance your present feelings with
unresolved guilt of past experiences. Instead of
reinforcing | should be right,” concentrate on*l
am what | am.” Money has been your killer weed
in the garden scap opera, so you've held onto
that unwanted job. July is a great time to
reconsider it all. Take action after August and you
will feel like you've won the lottery.

Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 23) Your greatest trait
is your agreeable personality. Allow everyone
else’s opinions to roll off your back while you
gather your sustenance through emotional
balance. |upiter will aid you in realizing how
positive and constructive your powers are if you
use your heart and head together. Blast into the
remainder of the year knowing you've won the
grand prize by becoming happy with yourself, and
everything will follow. Winning the jackpot is
yOUI‘S,

Scorpio (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) Advice is relative
to the amount you receive, so reserve your
opinions and bieliefs. The point is to open your
own mind. There's someone coming along to
remind you that change is OK. Put on your
favorite hat and watch the coins drop. For a
change, look outside yourself for nourishment,
and you will find your heart and pocketbook full.
Jupiter will help you love everyone you're with.

Sagittarius (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) Intimate
personal relationships, old memories, and
previously hidden factors will surface.You will
deal with them better than you ever have
because your ego is prepped for enlightenment.
Finances, power, and sexual intimacy will be
examined under a microscope, Trust is being
tested with Jupiter in Pisces, Dig deep and you
will find your pot of gold.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) A delicate
balance comes from deep down under. Dig to avoid
the swing of emations you will experience. There
will be a thin line to walk until you review past
feelings. Stand in front of a mirror and take the
advice of the viewerValue is relative to the moment.
Don't procrastinate. You always win in the end,

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) Every gift brings
a challenge. 5o what's new? Share.your good
energy but don't expect major kudgs. Jupiter in
Pisces acts like your best friend. Buyer beware.
You must give up your secret emotional agenda,

then you'll survive the soul trauma you often
profess to recognize. I'd bet on you.

Pisces (Feb. 19 - March 20) As you well know,
there are no mistakes. You're finally free to sleep
with your reality and allow your dreams to echo
your truths, Now st down and wart for the rest of
mankind. Jupiter ruling your sign is the best thing
that happened to you:since doughnuts lost their
hole. You may just win the lottery.

Heartbeat

RELATING WITH THE STARS

§ % I'ma Leo, and I always attract
=3;;:=§§: lovers who come on strong and then
Sfizzle out in two months. Why is that?

S5

7% You can answer your own question
4 i by asking yourself how ready you
are for a lasting relationship. You are in
the realm of a surface search and need to
write a list of all the desires you really
want. Start with the words “commitment”
and “monogamy.” Read your list at least
twice a day, carry a copy with you and
place another copy under your pillow. Call
me when you feel you have the right
person and we'll talk.

. I'man Aquarius and I always seem
“x to end up dating Scorpios. They're
greal people, but we never agree on
anything. This new one is a keeper, but I'm
fearful that she might leave. What do you
suggest?

An Aquarius-Scorpio relationship is
£ 2 likely the most difficult match
unless vou have a great deal of elemental
water in your chart or your friend has a
bunch in hers. Try a mediator to help
both of you understand your true fears
and feelings. Choosing a sign that
squares your own (or three signs from
your own sigr)) means one or both of you
have issues with commitment.

Got a question for
Madilyn? E-mail your
guestions to
Muadstein@hotmail com.

901 WEST ALABAMA

713.523.2521
FAX 713.524.264

Marion E. Coleman
Your Community Image Inker!

House of Coleman
Fine Printing & Graphics

HOUSTON, TX 77006-4693

The right relationship is everything:*

*Loan by Phone...........cccc.......... 800-221-LEND
* 24 Hour Customer Service....... 713-216-7000
*Chase Mortgages........c.cccce..... 713-216-HOME
*Small BUSINESS....cvvvrvirreeerarerenss 713-216-1720

Assistance Center

*Hearing Impaired TDD............. 713-216-7146

QOver 140 branches statewide
24-hour ATMs available at over
300 statewide locations

PR DE.
Toane

Where people make the difference.

Member FDIC

82 JULY 1998 OudSmart

Premier
PAGING & WIRELESS

12220 Murphy Road
(281) 575-8500

CaLL Us For THE Best DeALs IN Town!
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Pocketalk
only 46 %

Hear your caller’s message
without going to a phone!

As heard on the radio!

Reg *19.** . Save *36.” a year

With coupon only. Offer expires 8/31/98

Pagers *29%
e MoTOROLA Ny,
PRONTOS

16 MSG, Time Stamp

Save $20.%

Activation & 3 months service required. Tolal walkout $50.80 plus tax

SAVE $50%

Receive a

FREE LEATHER CASE

& FREE CAR CHARGER

with any Aerial or PrimeCo Phone Purchase

Offer Expires 08/31/98

R —|
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St:eneo

1 (L-r): James Rodriguez,

o u David Downing, Peter

Conroy, and Silvester

Martinez, all of whom share a

' N birthday in June, joined together

in a philanthropic spirit and

asked their luau party guests to

H o u s T o N bring donations of office supplies
for Montrose Clinic in lieu of gifts.

With over 150 guests, it resulted
in a donation of supplies worth

over $600.

2 Clockwise from top: Justin
Brown, Debera Phinney, and
Anita Renteria at the kickoff party and open
house for Empower 98 at the new Houston
Lesbian & Gay Community Center.

3 Joining the Empower 98 kickoff party: (1-r)
Erie Somebody, Kevin Somebody, Trudy
Somebody, & Marion Coleman.

4 Houston’s Pride Band gets things rolling at
the Empower "898 kickoff party.

5&6 Personal trainer John Aaron, before and
after he gets dunked, at Muscle Mechanics'
“Dunk-Your-Trainer” charity booth. The 2nd
annual party raised over $500 for
the Bering Community Service
Foundation,

7 John Aaron (1) and Alex Stutler
at Muscle Mechanies® 2nd annual
summer party.

8 Marty Chrisman (1) and Joy
Clayton did a great job with the
menu for Muscle Mechanics’ party.

% Terry Hamman (r) shows Rob
Schmerler the right way to dunk a
trainer at Muscle Mechanies’ party.

10 Bob Kennedy soaks up some sun at Gay Day
in the Park at Astroworld.

11 (l-r) Mikie Rimerez, Cherie Henrey, and
Carl Weber enjoy Gay Day in the Park
at Astroworld, June 14.
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1 8 5-8-UNCREDITED; 2-4 & 10-11 - DAN| HURLEY

"I would highly recommend Joe at ULS. Constriuction for any
remodeling job. His work (s exceflent!”

—Kiki Santikes, Realtor

- US. CONSTRUCTION & SERVICES

Our Capabilities Include:

* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

* CeramicTiling

* Interior & Exterior Painting
« Room Addition and Siding

We are an owneroperated company
serving the Houston area for 20 years,
specializing in residential and commercial
remodeling. We have many satisfied
references, both residential and
cornmercial, for your review. If we can be
of assistance, please call. Thank you,

Call for free estimate.

(713) 526-7679 Pager 713/698-0103 Joe Hlavac, Owner

« General Dentistry
 Cosmefic Dentisiry P,
« Orthodontics

= Nonsurgical Treatment of TMJ
* Pain-Free Dentistry/Nitric Oxide
. Emer@encv Calis

rk W. Bartosh, -nﬁs

101_3 Augusta, Sult&iﬂas

TIMELESS BEAUTY, TIME-SAVING DURABILITY

rom historic e 7
reproductions | } :
to contempo- |

premium vinyl

offers you styles that
never go out of
fashion. Alside siding
products give your
hame an enduring

incredibly tough and

durable, made to

i withstand the worst kind of weather In fact. it is guaranteed not to

dent, peel, warp or chip. And it never needs painting, Censidering all
that, isn't it time you call for a free estimate?

D&S REMODELING

COMPLETE EXTERIOR REMODELING
Siding * Roofing * Windows = Doors = Gutiers

Please Call 713/528-2228
Pager: Joe: T13/698-0103 or Perry: 281/738-9597

]
o First On America’s Homes




Our heautiful selection of colors will Sﬂliﬂi every palate.

From ripe red, basted bronze and luscious lemon to mouthwatering melon, pretentious
pink and an entire delicious display of flavor and freshness, Pantry Foods offers an array of
nutritious and appetizing ingredients for your dining pleasure,

' We’re also proud of our tradition of offering the
highest quality products at the lowest possible prices.
Thousands of products still at the same low price year

after year! Del Monte Bananas, 3 Ibs. for 99¢ since g
February 1993; fresh, crisp apples, 88¢ Ib. since December an y

1994; and Lays Potato Chips, 97¢ since June 1995. :
The premium quality and exceptional taste of FOOD5@ o
exclusive products such as Moran’s Ground Beef Eutra FIBSII' Elfl‘a :Illlllllilil.'

and Armour Advantage Pork make Pantry Foods
the best choice for stocking your pantry. | EIIHI SIIIIIIIBS' |




