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Elizabeth Villarreal
Bryan K. Williams
Susan Kelly-Broz

Historic Heights: 1 bedioom, | talh hame with
varsatie loorpldn, sfficiency gatoge apatiment mokes
it sweeter, $139.900. Ask for Elizabeth Villorreal

West End. New consiruction, 2 bedaams, stidy,
2.5 baths, exquisite hardwoaod floars, granite kitchan
countertops. $229,000. Ask for Elizobieth Villarreal,
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Heights: Wandertul 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath, up-
daled kitchen, Den/Siudy off Master, Polished
wand Hoors. $199,500. Ask for Suson Kally-Broz

Heights: Fabulous 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath,
formals, great reom with fireplace and study
$439.000. Ask for Susan Kellybroz
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Montrose: Spocicus 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath
towrthome with dén, and large backyard, Great
logation, $198.550. Ak tor Bryan K Willioms

Heights: Spectacular three siory, three bed:
oams, 3.5 baths, lots of amenities. $429,000,
Ask for Bryon K. Williams

Timbergrove Manor: Beaitifilly emodaled 2 bad
room, | bath, updated kitcher, bath and breakfostroom,

backyard oasls. $145,900. Ask for Eizabeth Villareal,

Heights: Custom Vicianion 3 bedioom, 2 5 bath
grand eniry, ciown molding, fireplace, and pocke!
doors: $310,000. Ask for Susan Kelly-Broz

Heights: Tumn of the century Vicorian 2 bedioam,
2 bath, large:sunny kitchen, wood floors, high ceil
Ings. $179.900, Ask far Bryan K Willigms.

Susan Kelly-Broz ........... 713/880-1400 .......... Voice Mail (281) 279-6475
Bryan K. Williams ......... 713/880-1400 .......... Cell Phone (281) 236-5475
Elizabeth Villarreal........ 713/880-1400 .......... Cell Phone (832) 654-3555

726 Heights Blvd * Houston, TX 77007




JACK ROACH-FORD

Serving our customers with
dignity and respect since 1921

6445 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY
HOUSTON, TX 77074

JACK ROACH-FORD

8-5425 www.jackr

life can touch so many. Paying tribute to a loved one means
celebrating that special life and rejoicing in the simple

remembrance of a kind word or a special smile.

At Crespo Funeral Home, we understand that the loss of a loved one is

a very personal experience which deserves compassion, understanding

e
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and professionalism you can rely on. The Crespo staff is always on
hand to provide personal assistance in arranging memorial celebrations
- and lasting memorialization that are as unique and as meaningful as . r

the life they represent.

4136 Broadway Stfcet %
(713) 644-3831
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HE STRONGEST IDEAS
have always been the simplest ones. The
ones that grow from vision. At Chase
Texas, it is our vision to manage diversity
as we would any other strategic resource.
We have made diversity an integral
component of our culture because we
know that bringing collective experiences
and skills to the table enables us to do
things that none of us could do alone.
A simple idea that inspires great rewards.
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THE LOYE GODDESS RULES
| was having a bad day when | walked into Lobo
and saw OutSmart magazine [Oct.]. The cover with
Frankenstein and Elsa Lanchester (or was it Madeline
Kahn?) immediately made me smile.When | got home
| started thumbing through the magazine, and while
reading the interview with ".ove Goddess' udy Tenuta,
| was rolling enthe floor with laughter | thought I'd bust
a gut when she sald Bette Dayis looked like one of the
trees from The Wizard of Oz. Thanks for letting my day

end on a higher note.

—Fred R Hatcher
Houston

JUDY & CHUCK & CHRIS & CARL
| just wanted to write and tell you how much |
enjoy the interviews in OutSmart. It is just one of the
reasans | love OutSmart so much. The other reason |
love it is for Chris (hunk-a-hunk-a-burnin’ love) Sill's
GrooveQut column. | just wish you could make his pic-
ture a little bit bigger
Oh yeah, back to the interviews, The one with
Judy Tenuta was great The part about Camilla Parker
Bowling Ball being in the Kentucky Derby was cute,
but her description of Bette Davis looking like one
of the trees from The Wizard of Oz was brilliant and
absolutely hystenicall
And the interview with Chuck George was really
nice, too. It showed us 2 side of "Gorgeous George”
(even though | voted for that other hunk-a-hunk-a-
burnin' love, Carl Parker) that | am sure not many of his
viewers get to see..his compassionate side.
Anyway, thanks for bringing us so many great inter-
views, and keep up the good work,
—iMarcus Donahoe
via the Internet

LAMBDA STILL RISING

In a recent OutSmart article discussing gay and les-
bian bookstores [TimeOut, Oct.], Joe Ramunni of
Crossroads Market is quoted as saying:"Lambda Rising
has been getting beaten about the head really badly
and A Different Light..is now considering closing their
stores, because they are losing money.”

When | asked Ramunni about that quote, he de-
nied making it. Whether he made the quote or not, it
is untrue as far as ft refers to Lambda Rising Bookstores
[with four locations in Washington, D.C.; Baitmore, Md;
Rehaboth Beach, Del.; and Norfolk,Va], Despite the
encroachment of deep-pocket mega-chain and dot-
com bookstores that have had a harsh impact on most
independent bookstores around the country, Lambda
Rising remains strong financially and continues to enjoy
broad community support and increasing sales at all of
its stores. We will stock and sell more books, videos,
miusic, and other merchandise than any other gay, les-
bian, bisexual, and transgender speciaity bookseller in
the world,

We are celebrating our 25th year in business this
year, and by the look of things, we'll be around at least
another 25 years. Perhaps by then, homophobic atti-
tudes outside our community and divisive
rumormongering inside it will finally have abatedq.

~Deacon Maccubbin
Lambda Rising Bookstores
Washington, D.C.

“RAINBOW?" STANDS FOR...

Mast of us in the Houston gay community have
gone to great lengths to bring the gay and lesbian com-
munity together There are establishments in town that
are breaking down the efforts of so many.

A couple of years ago, there were a couple of
“men's clubs” that seemed to discourage female pa-
trons by charging 2 cover charge to women and not
men. Another prohibited women from bringing their
purses into the club. These actions seemed unsettling
and gave women the message that their business was
not wanted.

Well, things seemed to be getting better until the
new Club Rainbow opened. They have a policy that
charges women a $5 cover charge and men $10 [See
OutSmart, Oct,, "Club Rainbow—Where the Boys
Aren't” by Daryl Moore] This club advertises that they
are "the finest upscale club in Houston."| belisve that
they have missed the mark with this one. The classiest
women in this community are not going to put up with
their male friends being treated this way

Our community faces many challenges to have
equal rights in our day-to-day lives. How would you feel
if because you were gay you had to pay double for din-
nerora moviel We do not need these practices in our
community, Uritil | hear that these practices are discon-
tinued, this classy lesbian and her friends will go where
all are welcome,

—RAB
via the Internet

| am & gay woman, and my brother is also gay. We
have been around the gay scene in Houston for 30
years. We moved away from Houston approximately
three years ago, he to Washington County, me to
Austin Courty.

| had not been out in a couple of years and no-
ticed a new female bar, Club Rainbow, was open in the
Montrose area. | asked my brother to accompany me
to Houston for dinner at the very nice restaurant,
Sonoma: the food and service were top-notch. We
arnved at Club Rainbow at about 9:30 p.m, and had no
sooner gotten inside the doorway when a woman with
short-cropped whitish-blonde hair stated that the
cover wolld be $5 for me and $7 for my brother: | was
stunned by this discrimination, being we are all gay.

This hostile hatred of men in a women's club that's
supposed to be a professional upscale establishment
was very upsetting to me. | had not witnessed such

discrimination since Mama Jo ran The Ranch on South
Main and charged gay women a higher cover than men
(at that time, The Ranch was for men). At around that
same period of time, | R's had banned women from
wearing jeans to try and stop lesbians from entering
their establishment. | knew why |.R's attempted to do

- so—because of the dally fights between lesbians and

their weekly tearing up of the women's restrooms,
some of which | had witnessed....

Going Into the millennium, how do we expect
Congress to treat Us as equal human beings when
we don't treat our fellow gays as equals because of
gender! We gays are all striving for the same things
in life—freedom to be ourselves without discrimina-
tion, worldwide!

Need|ess to say, on a scale of one to 10, Club Rain-
bow rates a zero in my book and will hever see a dime
of my gay money. | hope others in the gay community
will react by spending their hard-earned money in gay
establishments that treat customers equal, no matter
whit their gender,

My brother and | proceeded tar | Rs, the Mining
Company, and the BRB and had a very good time; we
were made to fee| right at home and appreciated!

| needed to get this off my chest and let the gay
community know about prEJudiEE among our
own people,

—Mevada Dyer
Bellville, Texas

EATING FORTWO

The Progressive' Dinner hosted by Progressive
Men was a huge success. Thank you for your valuable
participation....

As you know, the event benefited two organiza-
tions: AssistHers and An Uncommen Legacy Founda-
tion. The goal of AssistHers is to help women live as
normally as possible while coping with a life-threaten-
ing or debilitating iliness. An Wncommon Legacy Foun-
dation provides direct financial support to social,
cultural, health, and educational projects and programs
that meet the needs of the women's community.

Your gift will go a long way in helping us provide
support to women in our community. On behalf of our
organizations and the women we serve, thank you.

—Tori Williams (AssistHers)
Janine Brunjes (An Uncommon Legacy Foundation)

CORRECTION

Gallery Furniture was not the only winner for
Best Furniture Store (Outerloop) in our Gayest &
Greatest Readers' Cholee Awards. Cantonl, located
at 9889 Westheimer, tied with Gallery for first place.
The error occurred in the transference of text from
the disk to the layout of the feature article, OutSmart
regrets the error

|
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News IN our community €

> OQUT in the nation

DEDIGATED TO THE ONE I LOVE

Candlelight march and AIDS quilt dedication in November

iends and family of AIDS sufferers

are invited to join the Houston

chapter of the AIDS Memorial
Quilt in a candlelight march on Tues.,
Nov. 30 at 6:30 p.m. The march will
remind Houston of those who have lost
the battle with AIDS and keep alive the
hope for a cure.
at the AIDS
Memorial Quilt Workshop in Chelsea

The march will start

Market on Montrose and end at the
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, where
AIDS Memorial Quilt panels will be
dedicated in a public ceremony. Eigh-
teen new panels will be dedicated to the
AIDS Memorial Quilt. Jackson Hicks,
former executive director of the
NAMES Project Foundation (the
Houston chapter of the AIDS Quilt)
and currently a corporate board mem-

ber of the museum, will deliver the

The candlelight march and quilt dedica-

tion also kicks off AIDS awareness week in
communities and schools, the interna-
tionally recognized “Day Without Art”
observed by museums, theaters, and
artists, and numerous fund-raising
activities hosted by various AIDS
service organizations.

Those interested in viewing the
entire quilt can now visit the
AIDS Memorial Quilt website
(www.namesproject.com) and see the
quilt’s 43,000 panels in high-resolution
photographs, thanks to MGI Software’s
donation of its Zoom Server. The Zoom
Server is a top-of-the-line software
application that allows the viewer to
zoom in on sections of the quilt.

For more information, contact the
Houston chapter of the AIDS Memorial
Quilt at 713/526-2637, or visit the website
at http://www.namesproject.org.

| :bumammrmn of the ye&rww

- director at AIDS Foundation Heusgojf .

- aboutthxsd:sea.se il 'S

| i
iKelly Gale Amen to rm?fégé?j

e

"%;» - .

IDS E”oundaﬁon Houston’s w- .
‘nual black-tie gala has beemw;
fdr ,fanﬁa:ry 29, zooo arvme i

o
i
o

ooooo

A Chﬂstened AREA 2000 (Art:s : f .
f Reaehmg an End to AIDS), the galais
~ a fund- and awareness-raising event
 and auction that brings the work of ok
 many pammpatmg artists Logether
' in one dynamlc and educational

a0
G

& “We are very exc.lted abmt'AREA
;2000 " says Sara Selber execufive

e

o

“There has been incredible support
 from the art community to notonly ”v
' raise much-needed funds, but to:mal’@

this galaa completely unique event for

the guésts and’ to show, thmugh aﬁl&- -
tic impression, why \mshould ali e:ane

sf %\@:&
i

" Chaired by Nancy Littlejohn, the
gala will also honor Kelly Gale Amﬁw
~ as AIDS Foundation Houston's
Humanitarian of the Year for his long-
standing support, compassmﬁ, and
tireless efforts. . L
“When we thought of who shmgld& ;: A
| be homred as Humanitarian of the
Year, Kelly was a natural choice,”
continues Selber. “He has time and $§
time again unselfishly dedicated
himself to makmg a difference i la th@ .
lives of so many people in meed s
 Jazz great Kelly Gray and L
- OrchestraX will entertain, in addkﬁuﬁ i
to several performance artists, The . gg
dinner will be pmﬂded by Houston’s
pretmete caterer Jackson Hicks.
Tables start at $2,500; individual t hck‘
ets are $150. Anyone interested in ;” .

G

sf&@.&@

e

_ attending AREA 2000 should contact
- Selber at 713/623« 6796. '

keynote speech.
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Free gay bucks

ant $25? Open an account with

G & L Intermet Bank, with a mini-

mum balance of $§100, and they'll
give you 525 just for trying them out.

“We are confident that customers will find
us to be the best and most competitive bank
for all of their financial needs,” said G & L
founder Steve Dunlap. “And we're going to
give our new customers 525 to prove it.”

G & L Internet Bank, the first national full-
service financial institution targeted to gay,
lesbian, and gay-friendly communities;,
launched on Oct. 11. Since then, the bank’s
site has received more that 23,000 visitors and
the bank has opened hundreds of accounts for
new customers, easily tripling its predictions.

Headquartered in Pensacola, Fla.,, G & L
Internet Bank offers a full line of FDIC-insured
financial services such as small-business loans,
home mortgages, checking accounts, and cer-
tificates of deposit. For more information, visit
www.glbank.com or call toll-free 888/226-5429.

MOUNTAIN DUE

Mayor host women's summit

ore than 1,000 women and men are

expected to attend the “Mayor’s

Summit for Women: Women
United—Celebrating the Past, Building the
Future,” to be held Nov. 19-20 at the George R.
Brown Convention Center.

Star Jones, co-host of the syndicated talk
show The View and author of You Have to
Stand for Something or You'll Fall for Anything,
will be the opening kevnote speaker. Additional
speakers include: Sheila Wellington, president
of Catalyst, a national organization that tracks
women in corporate America; Mari Montofia-
Harmon, an expert in multicultural education;
and Cathy Bonner, president of The Women's
Museum opening in Dallas in 2000.

The conference will celebrate the diversity
of women and the gains they have made over
the past century through workshops, art and
historical exhibits, and expert speakers. In

DPAGER & 1-YEAR SERVICE 9
wnr $79.95%

NEW SAMSUNG
VORTEC PAGERS

* Includes One Year of Airtime
& Unlimited Paging

* Stores 16 Messages
& Locks 12 Numbers

¢ Time & Day Stamp
Plus Alarm Clock!

* 4 Tones Plus Vibration Alert

oR GET THE PAGER wITH
3 MONTHS FoR JusT $49.95!

REGISTER TO WIN
MELISSA
ETHERIDGE
CONCERT TICKETS

Drawing will be held November 20 at 6 p.m.
One lucky winner wil| receive 2 tickets
located in the orchestra section of Jones Hall.
Participants must register at Premier Paging
& Wireless. No purchase necessary.

The gay community’s first choice
for pagers & wireless phones! Call Premier, we deliver!

Premier
PAGING & WIRELESS

CALL (281) 575-8500

12220 MURPHY RD
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BASIC

Deleza Salets
&

Cesthetic Deubique

Complimentary
Haircut & Blowdry
with color hi-lite

or perm service!

Your Source for Alterna

Beleza Saler
2702 Crocker St.
713/524-4007

NOVEMBER 1999  QutSmart

addition, conference attendees will forge an action-based agenda that will
ensure positive change for women in Houston,

The summit is being organized by community leaders, including
Mavyor Brown, the City of Houston, the Greater Houston Women's Foun-
dation, the Houston Area Women's Center, the League of Women Voters,
the National Organization of Women, and Planned Parenthood of Hous-
ton and Southeast Texas. For more information or to register for the
conference, call 713/528-6798, or visit the website at
www.womenunited.org.

YOU'VE GOT HATE MAIL

NGL.org calls for AOL boycott

ationalGayLobby.org, an Internet-based gay and lesbian lobby

ing organization, is proposing a boycott of America Online,

Inc., starting at noon on Nov. 16, unless AOL agrees to clarify
its censorship and enforcement policies.

NGL has set a deadline of Nov. 15 for this clarification. If the dead-
line isn't met, NGL will call for a “worldwide boycott” against AOL and
its banner advertisers.

The controversy started when a gay man’s online profile was deleted
because he described himself as a “submissive bottom.” AOL contacted
the man and told him that his description violated the company’s terms-
of-service agreement and asked him to alter his profile.

However, a search conducted by Wired Strategies revealed that
among the profiles of the 20-million-members are users who describe
their hobbies as “fag shooting,” “queer bashing,” and “killing blacks,
Jews, and Asians.”

What the NGL seeks to clarify from AOL is why “submissive bottom”
was offensive while “killing blacks, Jews, and Asians” seems to be OK.

Other organizations, such as the American Civil Liberties Union,
have also called on AOL to clarify their policies regarding how AOL
determines what is permissible and what is offensive.

To determine the amount of support for the proposed protest, NGL
posted an opinion poll on their site asking AOL members and non-
members alike whether the gay community should boycott AOL. Of the
more than 75,000 visitors to their site, 75 percent indicated that they
would support a boycott.

AOL has until Nov. 15 to discuss the terms-of-service clarifications
with the Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation, who have offered
to head-off the boycott by sitting down with the Internet giant.

An AOL spokesperson wasn't available for comment.

ANGELS IN KILGORE

Play continues in spite of religious protest

1e controversy started when local churches launched a petition

drive to halt the Kilgore Community College production of Tony

Kushner’s play, Angels in America. The reason for their opposi-
tion can be summed up with this statement in their petition: “This play
is absolutely full with vulgar and explicit scenes, including one with two
men embracing and kissing.”




Kilgore Community College president William Holda defended the
play against charges of obscenity and countered threats with tighter
security, including metal detectors at the theater entrance.

“The play really talks about the disconnected nature of today’s soci-
ety and life without intimacy and the need for those who are suffering,”
said Holda, adding that canceling the play would be a surrender of
academic freedom.

Vocal opposition from local churches and politicians in Kilgore, an oil
town of 11,600 people about 120 miles east of Dallas, did little to deter
people from attending. A marquee outside the First Baptist Church read:
“We too say ‘no’ to the play at KC." About 30 protesters picketed outside
the theater on opening night, but many of the demonstrators were thought
to be “professional” and from an out-of-town Baptist church group.

Despite this opposition, including protesters who held up signs saying,
“God hates Fags,” the play was described by director Raymond Caldwell
as “a positive box-office response.” Describing Angels as “one of the most
moral plays I have read,” Caldwell still edited out nude scenes and some of
the more graphic sexual scenes, but left in the strong language.

Angels in America tells the story of a group of people, mainly homo-
sexual men, trying to make sense of the world. It won the 1993 Pulitzer
Prize for drama and a Tony Award for best play.

BASHING DEFENSE

Homophobia-plea for Shepard’s killer

n defense of the beating, pistol whipping, fence posting, and even

tual death of Matthew Shepard, attorneys for Aaron McKinney are

hoping that jury homophobia will compromise the conviction for
their pathetic client.

One of the main defensive arguments is that Shepard was an intoxi-
cated sexual prowler who approached McKinney and Russell Henderson
in Laramie, Wyoming’s Fireside Lounge. McKinney’s defense also
includes testimony that he suffered an abusive childhood that included
forced fellatio by the neighborhood bully at age seven and a “confusing”
encounter with a male cousin at 15. Jeffrey Montgomery of Michigan's
Triangle Foundation said he was shocked at how far the defense was
taking it, calling it “gay-bashing” and “a scoundrel's defense.”

In its opening statement, the defense team’s co-captain Jason
Tangeman contends it was Shepard who approached McKinney, ostensi-
bly asking for a ride home but actually seeking sex. McKinney reacted
with uncontrollable rage and, the defense argued, should be convicted of
manslaughter rather than first-degree murder, or murder in the commis-
sion of a felony—either of which could lead to the death penalty. In his
statement to the police, McKinney said, “I don’t know what happened.

I blacked out. T felt possessed. It was like I left my body...I didn't intend
to kill him...I just hit him too hard.”

The prosecution contends that Shepard was lured out of the
lounge to be robbed. Albany County District Attorney Cal Rerucha
scoffed at the idea that McKinney's behavior toward Shepard could
be excused by his own youthful victimization. He characterized
McKinney as a “cold-blooded savage.”

continued on page 17
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713-785-2022

“1 believe that being a good attoiney
requires more than knowledge of the law
..t Tequires giving my clients the rime,
understanding and personal artention

B théy deserve.”

Russell C. Simon

BANKRUPTCY
» CHAPTER 7 LIGUIDATION
» CHAPTER 13 REORGANIZATION
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@13 524-6000

1620 Westheimer » Houston, Texas 77006

Fungill G. Sran - Mot Caortifee by 1o Tos Foa of Lagal Spoomimnon

AT LAW

GET RELIEF FROM
+ CREDIT CARD DEBTS
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Texas American
Title Company

3633 Allen Parkway
Houston, Texas 77019
713-807-1181
Fax: 713-807-1191

CLOSE WITH
THE BEST!

Robbie Burnside
Branch Manager

Pgr. 713-762-1852

* Call me for your Realtor services.

* Quick response to contract pickup.

* Convenient parking.

* Freshly baked cookies at closing.
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Dr. Stewart Zucker-
brod, M.D., ophthalmalo-
gist, has been certified 1o
perfarm Intacs surgery, a
nonaser procedure for low-
level nearsightedness. Intacs
corneal ring segments are
FDA-opproved ond offer im-
mediate improvement in’ vi-
sion. Greater Hexibility is
offered becouse Intacs con
be removed or replaced
Call Dr. Zuckerbrod for mote
informafion regarding the procedure at 713/668-9118

Dr. Stewart Zuckerbrod

Congratulations 1o Ron Delaney, owner of Ron’s
American Limousines, for the new edition lo their
stable of luxury vehicles—the spacious 2000 Lincoln
Town Car sedan. The Tawn Car is available for corpo-
rate transportalion and airport franster service. For 24-
hour service, phone 713 ,/686-3337

Dr. Randy Mitchmore, 0.0 S, of LifeSmiles—o
dental practice.of care, service, and relationship—and his
derntol feam are Los Vegesbound. Alter returning from a
previaus frip on Ot 20-24, the dental team will again
atiend the Las Vegas Instifute for Advanced Dental Stud-
jes to study advanced onterior cesthetics (advanced
cosmelic dentistry lor upper and-lawer front teeth] on
Nov. 17-21. Dr. Mitchmere was an exhibitor at Empower
‘9% and recelved over 100 enfries to the Sonicare givis:
away, which waswon by Nancy Perrin. LifeSmiles is
located at 2617 W. Halcombe Boulevard ot Kirby, suite
E, For appointments; call 713 /5929300,

Houston Grand Opera for Everyonel Houston
Grand Opera director David Gockley hos iniro-
duced o new graphic look for the opera company, in-
cluding @ new logo and o redesigned website, By
inroducing online, single-ticket gales, HGO has made It
convenient for its customers fo purchase tickets, Custom-
ers can call 713/227-ARTS, visit the box office at
Wortham Theatte Center, or sef their browser fo
www.houslongrandopera.org.

Alley Theatre is expanding its arfistic siaff. The Alley
Thealre will begin its 19992000 season with three im-
pressive additions fo ifs statt: James Black, an Alley
Theatre residentcompany actor for 13 years, fokes on a
new role as associate director; Kevin Rigdon joins the
Alley os cssoclate director/design; and Malcolm
Nicholls is the new resident sound designer. Alley The-
are is located at 615 Texas Avenue, and the box affice
con be contocted at 713/228-8421.

The AssistHers Health-Care Seminars presents "L
date on Poin Research” on Saturday, Nov. 13 and will be
conducted by Cathy Claney, Ph.D., IMSW-ACE, o repre-
sentafive of M.D. Anderson Pain Research Department. The
saminan is free. For mare information, call 713/521-4628,

DiverseWorks
Artspace Is pleased 1o
announce the hiring of
Sara Kellner and the
promotion of Loris
Bradley Kellner will
be joining the staff as the
executive direcror, and
Bradley has been ap-
pointed managing direc-
tar. will be
responsible for all as
pects of DiverseWorks
including overseeing the
administrative and development functions, os well as
working with the board of directors artist board, Kellner
will otficially begin her new position this menth
DiverseWorks is located at 1117 East Freeway {aff N.
Main at Naylor), 713 ,/223.8346.

Kellner

Sara Kellner

Stages Repertory Theatre has named Douglas
Mitchell playwrightinresidence through the 2000
2001 season. Stages will present a festival of Mitchell’s
plays for three consecutive weskends, April 28-May 13,
Stages will assist Mitchell with the development of new
plays. Mitchell, who has been on the Rice University fac-
ulty as a linquist for 20 years, began writing plays in
1990, Now at the age of 69, his work is gaining national
attention. Call Stages for play dates ond times at 713/
527.8669. Stoges is located af 3201 Allen Parkway.

The Golden Room celebrates ils 17th anniversary on
Friday, Nov. 12. The Golden Room was founded in 1982
by sistersinlow Supatra Yoote and Kay Sudjai,
bioth natives of Thailand, The celebration kicks off on the
12th with an evening of classical Thai dancing and music.
Dinner begins at 7 p.m. and entertainment at 8:30 p.y,
Far reservations and information, call 713/524.9614.

Houston’s Theater District haos lounched an
eye-calching informafive website providing current in-
formation about Houston's Theater District. Descrip
lions, ticket infarmation, and links to the websites of
Alley Theatre, Do Camera of Housion, Houston Bal-
let, Houston Broadwaoy Series, Houstan Grand Op-
era, Houslon Symphony, Society for the Performing
Arts, and Theatre Under The Stars are featured. Also
included are venue descriptions and phologrophs
with maps ond directions to eoch location. The
websile address is www.houstontheaterdishrict.org

Simon & Associates, aitarneys at law, have
moved to new officas 1o befter serve their clienfs.
Russell C. Simon esiablished Simon & Associates
in 1993. The firm specializes in bankrupicy (Chaprer
7 liquidation, Chapter 13 reorgcmzoﬂon], pe!mnu|
injury, business litigation, powers of attorney, and
mare. Visit their new location al 1620 Westheimer,
between Dunlavy and Mandell. For oppoiniments
and Information, call 713/524:6000

Mary G. Reinbolt man-
aging pariner of The
LoftonGroup, LIC, and
Loft & Home Essentials,
is pleased lo announce two
staff additions and one pro-
motion. The LoltonGroup, de-
signers of custom condle and
home hcgmnce collections,
welcomes Stephen A,
Haddock as account man-
ager and Lynne Caldwell
as accoun! coordinator, Loft
& Home Essentials,
Houston's source for distine-
tive candles, accessories,
ond both products, has
nomed Alicia F. Babin cor
porote sales manager. The
loftonGroup and loft &
Hame Essentials is located at
1009 Missouri ol Montrose

Stephen A, Haddock

Alicia F. Babin

Blvd, They can be reached al 713/527:0770

| the possibilitiy of freedom from limiting habits and

Lois Kemp, hypnotherapist and humorist, presents
Kemp Consulting, an offering of keynote semi-
nars, hypnotherapy, and a large dose of heart-
warming humor. Kemp, RN, MA, CHT, founded
Kemp Consulting in 1990 after an extensive career
in crifical-care nursing and hospital administration.
The focus of her 10-year private practice is holistic,
supportive, and change-oriented. Kemp's nationally
pr ted seminars—Man-
aging Stress With Humor,
Take Control of Your
Healthcare, and Living
With a Loss—are designed
for corporations, nonprofit
organizations, special in-
terest groups, hospitals,
and healthcare clinics. The
seminars pravide insights,

Lois Kemp tools, and techniques that
=T L encourage harmony and
healing. Kemp also offers group and individual
hypnotherapy sessions that focus on the mind/
body approach to healing, stress reduction, and

beliets. Kemp earned an associate and bachelor’s
degree in nursing, @ master’s in clinical psychology,
and American Council of Hypnotherapy Examiners
cerfification as a clinical hypnotherapist. Kemp can
be reached at 281,/384-1325, or forward e-mail
to LEKConsul@aol.com.

ALL PHOTOS UNOREDITED
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Houston City Council Member

ANNISE PARKER

“Thank you for electing me to a second term on Houston City Council.
| am honored to be Houston'’s first openly lesbian or gay elected
official, and to serve all Houston's communities, including our vibrant
leshian, gay, bisexual and transgendered community.”

Annise Parker

Member, Houston City Council

Re-Elect
Annise

Campaign Headquarters: 713-807-9100
Fax: 713-523-1834 » P.O. Box 66513, Houston, TX 77266
www.anniseparker.com * annise@anniseparker.com
Paid for by the Annise Parker Campaign, Steve Kirkland Treasurer.




TIMELINE 1994-96 ; \
robert
snellgrove,

Imsw-qacp

Each month OutSmart continues its timeline series
on the past 30 years of Houston gay history.

by Tim Brookover

1994 roiioving the 1993 March on Washington, thousands of
re-energized gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered individuals returned

home to establish a wave of new service and social organizations in their
communities. In Houston, the vears after the historic event saw the found-

counselor
psychotherapist

ing of a number of groups that remain fixtures today. Businessman and
activist Jay Hollyfield created the Hollyfield Foundation, which was
endowed by his estate upon his death from AlDS-related conditions in
1994.This prominent organization continues to provide grants in the fields
713-522-7014

of HIVIAIDS service and gay and lesbian civil rights. The foundation also
offers meeting space to organizations at its headquarters, the Hollyfield

Center, a venerable building on Albany recalled by gentlemen of a certain

age as the Officers Club; Another organization with an advacacy mission, 4200 MONTROSE«SUITE 40

It’s Time, Americal, becarme the first group with a national scope seek-
ing to secure the rights of transgendered and

gender-variant persons. Formed during the ! HEALTHWE ST o

1994 Transgender Law Conference, lt's Time,

Americal works at the federal, state, and E‘ NVWVVWVWV\
local government levels to influence legisla- Health E I ancement CI- ic

tion. SISTERS, a support group for African

American women, began meeting at the Services Include: Treatment for:

Montrose Counseling Center. Two popular Anti-Aging Tl‘lerapies AIDS/HIV/ Herpes
social groups, the Houston Area Bears Cl-ﬁ.roPractic Treatment Chronic Fatigue
and the Rainbow Ranglers, arrived on Nutritional Counaeli.ng Gy'necological Diseases
The premier Issue of the scene.The former promotes “friendship
and brotherhood amaong like-minded men,”
OuiSmart magazine 2 Learn More .A]Jout

according to a local bear website, and raises

Oxygen & Ozone Therapies

money for charitable efforts. The latter promotes Western dancing. Finally,

inspired by the March on Washington, the founding fathers and mothers (7 13) 524-4200
of QutSmart magazine launched this publication. [ 3209 Montrose BlVCl Houston, Texas 77006
; . .
1995~ group of business-minded types founded the Greater o i
u Houston Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce, now one of Brmg this Ad for 20% off your First Visit
the most visible organizations in the community. Best known for sponsor-

ing the annual Empower expo in October, the chamber offers network-
r ___ing opportunities for members and guests

at monthly dinner meetings and other J y A A
events, a small-business counseling service
through the University of Houston,and a ean ar or 0“7

business mentoring program. The cham-

ber is now helping to identify the next

BUYING,
SELLING & LEASING

REMIX

HOME OFFICE

wave of community powerhouses
through its ongoing Leading and Learning
Initiative. The Center for AIDS opened
as an information and advocacy organiza-

tion that shares news an medical treat-

Janine Brunjes, an original  ment and scientific advances in HIV/AIDS.
Uncommon Legacy member [ he center continues to perform this crit-

cal work through a newsletter, regular fo- 713/862-3266

rums and infomal mixers, and a useful website. A Houston chapter of the
| national Uncommeon Legacy organization began advocacy and fund- MAIN OFFICE
713/467-1166

* raising for causes of interest to and benefiting lesbians. The group awards
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l 11 Green, CPA, CFP

7 1 3 .869. ]_ 1 44 Financial Planning

Investments

Securities offered through Commonwealth

Financial Network, Membar NASD/SIPC Retirement Planning

5 N. Loop West, Suite 1030 Houston, TX 77008 Estate Planning

Lmoneysmart.conl

raising for causes of interest to and benefiting lesbians. The group awards schol-

arships to promising students with leadership potential, and awards grants to fund
projects and organizations that contribute to the community's health, education
and culture. Legacy also promotes philanthropy among women and demon-
strates the growing power of lesbian giving. Another advocacy and social group,
the African American Lesbian and Gay Alliance, got its start in 1995.

1995 AssistHers started serving women with life-threatening or
debilitating illnesses this yean A corps of trained volunteers provides direct care,
including emotional support, meal preparation, shopping, hospital and home wis-
its, pet care, transportation, and other nonmedical duties. Assistance often ex-
tends to a woman's partner, caregiver, or family. Another organization for
women, Lesbians United in Coalition, debuted. Two now-prominent gay
and lesbian employee groups at major local firms—the Chase Bank PRIDE
Team and SEAShell at Shell Oil Company—demoanstrated the growing
acceptance of the community within corporate America, The Garden And
Yard Society (GAYS), an association of gay men and women interested in
gardening and landscaping, started keeping things beautiful on the home front;
this group also wins best acronym. Queer Artists Collective (QuUAC) be-
gan striving to create a new arts culture in Houston. For the next three years,
this group of people in their 20s (more commonly known as QUAC) presented
exciting, challenging performances and events, including the 1997
Homolmprovement. In July 1999, QUAC gave its final show,Y2Q.The individual
QUuAC artists promised to continue pushing queer art into the next century.

Timeline constructed from personal interviews, personal recollections
and documented information.

IN PRACTICE
FOR 23 YEARS

TAUGHT LAW AT
THURGOOD
MARSHALL
ScHooL OF LAw

HANDLES ALL

YOUR LEGAL
NEEDS

(713)

SHANNON T. WARREN
AND ASSOCIATES

A LAWYER WHO MAKES THINGS HAPPEN

23-0420

l 1210 HAWTHORNE HOUSTON, TX 77006 FAX (713) 522-8992

BOARD
CERTIFIED IN
PERSONAL
INJURY

TRIAL LAW

BY THE TEXAS
BoARD OF LEGAL
SPECIALIZATION
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continued from page 11

AMAZON V3. AMAZON
Battle of the Amazon
company name

ttorneys for the Amazon Bookstore

Cooperative, a feminist bookstore

at's been a Minneapolis institution for

30 years, are seeking a protective order so that

its female owners aren’t subject to answering

questions about their sexuality during their civil

suit against Amazon.com. They say such matters
are irrelevant.

The bookstore sued the Internet booksellers
over its use of the name Amazon, claiming that it
is creating confusion with the public. The lawsuit
seeks to force Amazon.com to change its name
and pay an unspecified amount in damages.

While the Amazon Bookstore opened in 1970
as a cooperative, it never registered its name
with the federal government. It claims rights to
the name due to its more than 30 years of use.

Amazon.com claims that the two businesses

cater to two different audiences. By questioning
the sexuality of the bookstore owners, it seeks to
prove that the bookstore caters to lesbians spe-
cifically, while Amazon.com has a broader, gen-
eral-interest customer base.

“If you're not in the same business, the like-
lihood of confusion declines dramatically,” said
Amazon.com spokesman Bill Curry, who also
noted that the bookstore waited more than
three years before filing the trademark lawsuit.

During the pre-trial depositions, questions
regarding sexual orientation were posed to Bar-
bara Wieser, president and general manager of
the Amazon Bookstore, as well as several of the
cooperative's board members.

“Have you had any interest in promoting
lesbian ideals in the community?” Amazon.com
attorney Paul Weller asked board member
Johanna den Boer.

After an objection by the bookstore's attor-
ney Mathias Samuel, den Boer said, “Can you
be a little clearer?”

“I'll ask you this," continued Weller. “Are
you gay?”
Samuel objected again, then den Boer re-

plied, “T'm not going to answer you."

The questions outraged Wieser. “What does
our sexual preference have to do with a trade-
mark case?” she asked. "Nothing."

“I think it's important that a jury understand
how Amazon Bookstore Cooperative represents
itself to the public, and 1 think as part of that,
it's important for the jury to know, for example,
whether the people who work in the bookstore
have a particular sexual orientation,” said
Weller, who also apologized several times re-
garding the personal nature of these questions.

The motion for the protective order notes
that under this logic, the president of
Amazon.com, Jeff Bezos, should be subject to
the same type of questioning.

“One would think that both Mr. Bezos and
his counsel would have taken offense at this
line of questioning and refused to answer,” said
the motion filed by Samuel and Michael Florey
of Fish & Richardson.

Federal Judge Richard Kyle had already de-
nied a request for an injunction to prohibit
Amazon.com from using the name Amazon in
the twin cities metropolitan area, saying he
could find no evidence of irreparable financial
harm to the bookstore.

zephyr design
michael wolk

the entire cantoni collection is on sale*

Now is the perfect time to get your home
ready for this once in a lifetime holiday sea-
son.
family and friends. Our entire collection is on

sale’ through November 28, including our

cantoni

FURNITURE » ACCESSORIES * DESIGN STUDIO

9889 Westheimer (1 Block West of Gessner) » 713-787-9494
Internet: www.cantoni.com * Email: cantoni@cantoni.com

Ring in the new millennium in style with

newest designs which are arriving daily.

*special value items excluded
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3200 Kirby Drive #106 (in back)
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of products.,
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Support the Houston Buyers Club during
its Summer Fundraising Campaign

50 they can heip people living with
HIV/NDS to manage side effects

and live longer and healthier lives.
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To pledge today, please call
713.520.5288

A Taste

of Houston

Tapas-style reviews

OutSmart Restaurant Guide

Baba Yega

2607 Grant 5t. (Missouri 5t.)

713/522-0042

Definitely funkier 10 years ago, before Dante’s
inferno. Colossal burgers and expanded vegetarian
menu lets carnivores and herbivares eat in harmony
Rare patio dining makes for greal people watching. $

Boulevard Bistrot

4319 Montrose (just past Richmond)
713/524-6922

Houston's culinary queen Monica Pope delves into
culinary wanderlust every time she mixes a drink with
her signature fruitinfused alcohol. Her eclectic New
American menu includes a Mediterranean sampler
plate and salad Nicoise that you'll dream about uniil
your next visit. Come for Sunday brunch, where funk
meets haute couture, and taste scones the size of
Mars, fluffy Frittatas, and a dreamy cherry chocolate

bread pudding. $%

Chapultepec

813 Richmond Ave. (@ Montrose)

713/522-2365

A sentimental faverite, and the place where the bold
and beautiful can nurse their hangovers 24 hours o
day. Get a bite of Tex-Mex at its best—no lard, only
the freshest meats and vegetables, and the nicest
owners you'll ever meet. Francisco Valle and his wife
Thelma came across the Mexican border with four
quarters and created a Richmond haven that's slood
in its original spot for more than 25 years. Olé. $

Churrascos

2055 Westheimer (@ S. Shepherd)

713/527-8300

9705 Westheimer (@ Gessner)

713/952-1988

1320 W. Bay Area Blvd. [Friendswood)
281/461-4100

The best thing that's happened to carniverous Dixie
since barbecue. The operative word here is beef—
mouth-watering, succulent prime beef tenderloin basted
with their signature chimichurri sauce {made from olive
oil, fresh garlic, parsley, and spices) and chargrilled to
order. Greal grilled vegetables, empanadas, and sea-
food, too, bul the piéce de résistance is the creamy fres
leches dessert, which other restaurants have failed to
imitate successhully, $§3%

Dalat Vietnamese Bistro

3241 Southwest Fwy (Buffalo Spdwy & Edloe)
713/669-9375

A delightful little bistro with rare patio seating, right in
Westpark's new restaurant row. Already known for its
fresh chicken or pork vermicelli bowls, Vietnamese
grilled fish hand wraps, and giant, perfectly textured
calamari. With great food, no wail, and excellent
service, go now before it rises fo restaurant fame. $

18 NOVEMBER 1999
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COST GUIDE

The cost guide reflects the average cost of dinner

for one person with one drink and tip. Deduct
about 25 percent for average lunch prices.

$=515 and below (inexpensive)
§5=516 to $30 (moderate)
$55=531 to 550 (expensive)
§555=551 or more (very expensive)

Dessert Gallery

3200 Kirby Drive [behind Calé Express)
713/522-9999

A charming haven for dessert addicts, where
Sugarbusters devotees and the coloriechallenged
enter at their awn risk. Convince your dentist to go
public, buy up as many shares as you can afford, and
inform the public of this ofter-dinner sweel fest. Put
more clearly, their chocolate-dipped cookies make
Mrs. Fields taste store-bought. $

Golden Room

1209 Montrose (@ Dallas)

713/524-9614

True to its name, this gold-gilded Thai-Chinese will
have you rubbing elbows with the enfire room-liter-
ally. Some find it a bit too intimate for private conver-
sation, but the chicken wraps, spicy curries, and
flaverful soups are meant for sharing, so dig in. Just
don't burn your tongue. $$

Lai Lai Dumpling House

9262 Bellaire Blvd.

713/271-0080

The best dive on Bellaire, not to mention the best
Chinese for the least bucks. No kidding—how about
feeding a group of 12 for under $502 Soothe your
soul with the Tofu Hot Pot, chock full o' steaming fresh
vegetables and firm chunks of tofu. Or the pork- and
veggiefilled dumplings, or the green onion pancakes,
or just about anything on their menu. Top off with a
fortune cookie and you're set till your next craving. $

La Strada

322 Westheimer (@ Taft)

713/523-1014

5161 San Felipe (@ Sage|

713-850.9999

Yes, they do more than Sunday brunch. It's called
award-winning cuisine and matching wine list avail-

continued on page 21




hen was the last time you took a two-

year sabbatical to eat your way

around Asia? In your previous life,
maybe? Or in a really great fantasy? For restaura-
teur Andy Tan, it was just part of the job. Already
owning two Houston-based Chinese restaurants
called Oriental Gourmet, Tan wanted a departure
from traditional Chinese cooking without delving too
far west info the trendy fusion confusion of the ‘90s.
So after o two-year eating orgy tasting every classic
dish throughout Asia, Tan compiled the best Thai,
Vietnamese, Chinese, Mandarin, Hunan, Szechuan,
and Cantonese dishes and wrapped them in one
neat, cozy litle package called Hot Wok.

admit, the dozen or so fimes |'ve passed

this jewel while whisking off to Galveston, it

registered as one of those fastfood chains. The
kind that aren’t particularly clean or memorable but
that'll hold you 'til dinner. Even though its incon-
spicuous location off the feeder road at Nasa Road
One [next to Hooters| confirmed this image, Hot
Wok's fare is neither fast nor forgettable. It's Asian
innovation, and far more deserving of fame than its
high-traffic competitors such as P.F. Changs.

Contrary to the hustling pace of innerloop eat-
ing, this place isn't nearly so interested in turning
tables as it is in catering to you, its discerning diner—
not simply to your taste buds, but to your sense of
adventure. For Hot Wok is definitely a walk on the
hot side of predicable Chinese cuisine. Not in pi-
quancy, but in originality. Take, for instance, the
Create Your Own Stir Fry Wok Bar overflowing with
an array of crispy fresh vegetables as original as
they are varied—a harvest of several types of mush-
rooms, cabbage and anions, sweet red bell pep-
pers, carrots, celery, bok choy, broccoli, tofu. The list
goes on, and you'll unwittingly defy social etiquette
by compulsively heaping this accessible garden into
your already oversized bowl. Don't be embar-
rassed. Andy, his siblings (all co-owners), and the
wait staff are sympathetic; you're nof the first diner
to succumb to greed. So you may as well go with
the moment and sample all 12 sauces featured in
the wok bar, ranging from spicy basil, Szechuan-
garlic, and Thai curry to Hunan, Satay, and peanut,

And if you're really on a roll, add one or a combina-

tion of meats like chicken, beef, shrimp, or calamari.

Once you've exhausted yourself with choices,
you can witness the well-seasoned chefs do what
Hot Wok does best.

PHOTOS PROVIDED 8Y THE EPICUREAN PUBLICIST

Hot Wok

review by Shelley Barnes

Shrimp with Garlic Sauce includes jumbo shrimp, mushrooms,
snow peas, carrots seared in a tangy sauce of garlic, ginger, soy,

sugar, and pepper.

seconds to retain the

brilliant colors of the
vegetables. It's trans-
ferred almost immedi-
ately into a sizzling hot
wok, stirred once or so
with a dribble of vinegar,
cooking wine, water,
and the chosen sauce.
The entire process takes
about 90 seconds,
enough fime to transform
your towering mound of
vegetables into an Asian
masterpiece

If you find all this
culinary freedom intimi-

dating, you can always

“The wok is our preferred method of cooking,”
says Tan, speaking of his native Vielnamese and
Chinese cultures, even though the stir fry concept

originated in Hong Kong. “At its high temperature, it

Andy Tan at the Wok Bar

requires very litlle oil and retains most of the food's
natural nutrients and Havors.”

In front of your eyes, a talented chef immerses
your creation into a boiling water bath for a few

order from the menu,
although the broad
choice of dishes and cultures may be equally
challenging. But don't despair. Tan eases the
potential overwhelm by listing most dishes under
their place of erigin—or at list including it in the
name—making your trek through Asian cuisine

much easier to navigate.

ant Thai? Start with the Chicken Lettuce

Wraps, an appetizer that at $4.25 is

enough for a very hungry diner. This
'Q0s favorite is Asia’s answer to tacos: tender mor-
sels of spiced chicken in a light brown souce scooped
into cool iceberg lettuce leaves. The Pad Thai ($6.95)
is a fulfilling rendition of a Thai favorite—thin rice
noodles, bean sprouts, and scallions stirfried with
chicken, shrimp, and egg in a sweet and sour tama-
rind sauce and topped with chopped peanuts [even
better with some fresh lime squeezed over the top).

IFit's Vietnamese you want, choose the Chicken
Satay ($4.25), skewers of chicken breast cooked in
spicy peanut and curry sauce. Then follow with the
Vietnomese Vermicelli ($4.50), angel-hair noodles
stir-fried in Vietnamese fish sauce with your chaice of
grilled pork, beef, or chicken and served with fresh
mint. Or you can laste unconventional Vieamese
and go with the Flambe Steak Cube [$8.95), filet
mignon cooked in butter, soy, and stirfried with
green beans, onions, and red peppers
The Hunan-inspired General Tsa's Chicken

[$7.95) is another standout. Chunks of marinated

chicken breast are tossed in a near-boiling savce of
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SPECIAL THANKS TO

T e

OUTSMART READERS

For Voting

Riva’s

~ the #1

Italian Restaurant
in Montrose!

sGarden Patio j’
*Sunday Brunch
sNo Reservations

Tralian Restawrane = Since 1977
1117 Missouri St.
713/529-3450

One block north of Westheimer off Montrose

required

R A & & B B 4 & B L L A S & 8 .W"’.‘W%

s Blue-Plate Specials ¢
APy WENESDAYS :
Enchilada Dinner $795 ¢
el o ot 299 §
|
&
i
e

THURSDAYS

3 £ < lasagna Dinner $7.95
QOPEES
m!mk‘i'* . omnen  [Reg. Thur, special. Al IIII‘!II'I §9.95)

@ 8 & @ 8 8 & 0 & 0 8 B8 BE o 8 00

Nm Mon. Fri.6a.m.to 10 p.m * Sat. 8 am.to 10 p.m.
“mms Sun. 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Breakfast/Brunch)

SN B B B BB T e b SRR R R e T L B

113/822-1662 - 1830 W. Alahama

20000000000 060000000060600.

Dial H
for Hollywood

Hollywood Frame Gallery, that is.
Give us a call—we're standing by
the phone waiting to hear from
you. Or drop by and see our
selection of posters, celebrity
autographs, photographs,

and lobby cards. And

we do really great

custom framing.

S TFTITIIIIIIITIIITTYY

Open 10am-6pm,
Mon-Sat,
- till 8 on
. Thurs

-H@llywobd

FIDAME CALLEDY

Reel Framing for Real People

2431 Bissonnet
713/942-8885

Greek and
American

A Superior
Greek Eatery
Serving
Houston
Since 1977

Proud recipient of
10 Marvin Zindler
Blue Ribbon Awards

2520 Montrose ® 713-528-1308

Mon.-Thurs. 10am-10pm,
Fri. & Sat. 10am-11 pm, Sun. 11am-9pm

Cuisine of the Orient

Proudly Serving the Communily

Thank You for voting us
#1 Choice Chinese!

713.529.7888
fax 713.529.8687
2703 Montrose @ Westheimer
Houston, TX 77006 ®




sugar, soy sauce, hot pepper, and a touch of oyster
sauce, crealting an unbeatable sweet and sour coat-

ing with just the right texture and crunch

ar spicier tastes, head to Northern China for

some Szechuan fovorites like Kung Poo

chicken, beef, or shrimp ($6.95-$8.95, de-
pending on the selected meat) tossed with fiery red
peppers, roasted peanuts, and spicy brown sauce.
My favorite was the Shrimp with Garlic Sauce
($8.25) with truly jumbo shrimp, mushrooms, snow
peas, carrots seared in a tangy sauce of garlic,
ginger, soy, sugar, and pepper.

“We use basic sauces for each type of cuisine,
but we use just the right amount of each ingredient,”
says Tan. "More or less doesn’t give you the resull
you want. And that’s the secret of good cooking.”
Tan applies this philosophy to his dessert menu as
well. It's sparse but, like the rest of his menu, has just
the right ingredients. No Lichi fruit with sweet rice
here—that would require canned fruit, and there are
no canned foods on the premises. Instead, Tan
trades Chinese tradition for American, serving des-
serts like Chocolate Mousse Cake, a scant $2.95,
fluffy and moist, served with a dollop of real
whipped cream. And Créme Bruleé ($3.50] with the
anticipated burnt sugar crust, covering a creamy
custard with a hint of vanilla. Add cheesecake and
an assortment of sorbets and ice cream, plus a full
bar stocked with standard and premium liquor and
an approprigte selection of wines, and you've gof
the best of Asia with an Americanized operitif a
mere 20 minutes from the loop.

At about $10.00 for an average dinner ficket, it
beats the cost of eating your way through Asia. And
if @ 20-minute drive seems like an eternity, just look

at it this way: It's more fime to build up an appetite.

Hot Wok
20798 Gulf Freeway Webster, Texas 77598

281/338-7910

S Dinner = § Lunch

*
*

Baba Yega

A Montrose Tradition
Since 1975

Come Celebrate The New Milleniumi!

Baba Yega's Gala New Year's Eve
Our Gala Evening, which will start at 9:00 p.m., will consist of a four course dinner,
bottle of champagne, keepsake engraved champogne glass, party favors, and dancing
with the diverse music of Lightning Sound’s professional DJ.
For you early birds, there will be a seating starting at 6:00 p.m. out by 8:30 p.m.
The early seating will include the full four course dinner.
( Champagne and keepsake engraved glass are optional)
For Reservations please call 713-522-0042,

A Taste

of Houston

OutSmart Restaurant Guide

continued from page 18

able to the entire population seven Hays a week,
Two hip locations differ in style ond mood, but not
in the yummy, unconventional pastas or reliable

bellinis. $$

Niko Niko's

2520 Montrose

713/528-1308

Dishes up authentic Greek food with Kalamata olives
as salty as they get. Caters as much o vegelarians as
meat lovers. Grab a chicken and spinach pita on the

go or chat ouidoors over a plate of humus, Bring your
own ambiance—everything's plastic except the food. $

Stone Mill Bakers (lunch only)

3191 W. Holcombe Blvd.

713/349-0077

2518 Kirby Dr.

713/524-6600

Yeah, they feature exquisite breads and giant
cinnamon rolls, but don’t get hung up on the name
or you'll miss some amazing sandwiches. How about
turkey on cranberry pecan bread, or curried chicken
on thick, chewy Dakota bread, or vegetarian on
jalopefio cheese bread? Call ahead for snappy lunch
boxes filled with the gourmet sandwich of your choice,
chips or fruit, and a cookie the size of a Frisbee (the
chocolate chocolate chips are heavenly). $

Toopees Café

1830 W. Alabama

713/522.7662

This gay coffee-house hangout is also a fullfledged
neighborhood café catering 1o all people hungry
and hip. Stop in for @ marning lotte or late-evening
bonding session, or spend a leisurely lunch with a
good book and a great sandwich. Devotees sum it
up in one word: scones. $

*

10 things you miqhﬂi

not know about

La Stypder

1.We are open 7 days for lunch,
dinner,and for Sunday Brunch.
Best Brunch 1997, 1998, 1999
—OutSmart, Houston Press
2.We create award-winning salads.
Best Salad 1998—Houston Press
3.We moke other drinks besides
Bellinis. Top Ten Wine List 1998
—My Table Magazine
4.We made “celebrating” our
middie name.
Hottest Place 1o Host-a Party
—Inside Houston
5.We have a reputation that extends
beyond Houston. '
Mabil Travel Glide Award 1999
6.We are celebrating our 14th year
of award-winning cuisine.
Zagal s Survey of Houston
7.We have food for everyone.
Our pasta is .\‘tq_qarfm.s‘fera;y?m:.-ed.
8. We start the trends.
Houston's first brick pizza oven.
9.We are the art of dining.
Over 90 different artists bave shown
their work here.
10.We are tamily!

No, Joe Ramaos is not Aldo’s little brother.

Now with - fwo locafions: ..
but only one Sunday Brunch,

322 Westheimer
713.523.1014

5161 San Felipe
713.850.9999
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Theater

www.aerialtheater.com

SHOWPIECE

T13.625-AMEX

Houston Chronlcls
www hogiinnchromdesem

thank you Ol.l‘l:smart readers

for

voting

William
*QMale Hair Stylist

inside the loop!

William Fingleman

SUPERCUTS®

As hip as you want to be.

3413 Kirby o 44 523.2202

at Richmond
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(actor/comedian)

[A&U, 10/99, Dann Dulin]

“Bullock has been HIV-positive since 1985. Back then, be-
ing positive was a virtual death sentence. Curiously, Bul-
lock never thought about dying, at least not right away.
When he received his test results, he asked the doctor,
‘Positive? That’s a good thing, right?'...

“Currently, Bullock...is soaring in a brand new show,
Howard Crabtree’s When Pigs Fly, a silly, cute, very gay
musical....

“ PButin the nineties, I have lived, and grown, and ex-
perienced life. I'm coming out of a party phase in my life,
which I went through and enjoyed immensely. I got in
trouble with some drug stuff during that time [he was ar-
rested]. But you know what? I don’t regret any of it. I had
a ball. And there were some awful times too. But I've sur-
vived it. And When Pigs Fly is an opportunity for me to
come back to work and say, “I'm not dead, I don’t have
AIDS. I'm not a drug addict, I can work, I'm here—and it's
not a phase!™”

y Da

(a band composed of singer/guitarist Cliff Jones, drummer Nicholas
“Baz" Crowe, bassist Nigel Hoyle, keyboardist James Risebero, and
guitarist Charley Stone)

|Datails, 10/99, Dave |tzkoff]

“ ..Though Jones won't reveal the origin of Gay Dad [‘the
band’s deliberately provocative name’], he makes no secret
of the agenda behind it: a hope that the same prejudices
that give the name its power will somehow be undermined
by it. ‘When I was growing up,” he explains, ‘there were
certain records that helped me articulate all the things 1
couldn’t because I didn’t have the experience or the
words.... When I first heard David Bowie's “John, I'm Only
Dancing,” there’s this kind of curious sexual ambiguity
about it all. When you're formulating opinions about your-
self and what you think you are, those kind of records are
incredibly important....”

hie

(The Real World: Hawaii)

(Us, 11/99, lulia Chaplin)

Ruthie was the “alcoholic, bisexual native Ha-
waiian who grew up in foster homes.” After
that season of The Real World ended, Ruthie—
along with the other two women in the se-
ries—had a professional makeover.

Before the makeover: “I hardly ever wear
makeup,” says Ruthie. “I'm kind of a tomboy.
If I go out nightclubbing, I usually just wear
jeans and a tank top—hootchie clothes.”

After the makeover: [Giggling] “I guess I'm
sort of a lipstick lesbian now.”

esecsssccsscecscsssssoscos e d
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[Curve, 11/99, Laurie K. Schenden)
Presently living on a farm but
spending time in L.A., according
to Curve magazine, “DeGeneres
has been at work on a new tele-
vision show, which may or may
not be destined for NBC....”
DeGeneres says, “We have wild
peacocks that come to our door
every day. I think NBC is send-
ing them.... If another network
would send, like a giant eyeball
[i.e., CBS] to the house, it would
be a sign...."

TEEENEN & & ®
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[Talk, 10/99, Paul Theroux)

" “If there is a constant in her
endlessly altering life, it is the
friendship of gay men. Hus-
bands and lovers have come
and gone, but there has
always been a gay man—and
usually more than one—acting
as escort, confidant, friend—
almost sister. Roddy McDowall
was one such friend, from 1943
5 when they appeared in Lassie
' Come Home until his death in

a 1998. So were '

c Rock Hudson, 4

e e e a8

. Williams,
G Halston,
Malcolm
Forbes,

(Us, 11/99, Mare S. Malkin]

“In the dark new dramatic com-
edy Ameriecan Beauty, 21-year-old
Wes Bentley plays a drug-dealing
teenager who writes his beloved’s name in gaso-

line on her front lawn and ignites it in order to
win her attention. In real life, Bentley has got-
ten similarly creative when angling for a date.
‘In high school [in Sherwin, Ark.], I was inter-
ested in this girl, so I borrowed a friend’s
cheerleading uniform, made myself up and
went in front of the whole school at an assem-
bly,” he says. ‘But we never got together. I guess
when you try too hard....”

- Andy Warhol,

e

d

Anne Heche (pictured here
in 1998's Return to Paradise):
Very Important Person to

gay people.

Anne
Heche
(Curve, 11/99, Laurie K. Schenden]
“%) kind of see myself as filling this gap between
- mulghts and hdmouxunli bemuu straights
truly don’t know,’ she says. ‘And now that I'm
- on the other side, I think I can kind of fill those
gaps a little. And that’s why | talk about it
so much....”
~ “'people tell you “Just keep silent, we
 know,”" she said. ‘But in these times of Matthew
Shepard and now [Billie Jack Gaither] in
. Alabama, it’s not time to shut up, it’s time to
get louder.”” g ¥

A RN NN NN NENENNENREN RN

Truman
Capote. Actors, directors,
fashion designers, hair-
dressers, writers, nearly
all of them adoring and—
even she admits—among
‘the closet friends she has
had in her life. Some of
her lovers have been

abusive, but there is not a

rq_corded instance of even
a spat with one of her
gay friends.”

Elizabeth
Taylor (seen
here in

» 1963's The
LP.s): Very
Important
Person to
gay men.
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Deep Inside Hollywood

by Romeo San Vicente

SHOWTIME’S DIRTY PICTURES If nudie pic-
tures and sadomasochistic imagery are your
idea of fine art (that’s certainly mine), then
sign up for Showtime. The cable network has
announced that it's shooting a fact-based TV
movie, called Dirty Pictures, about the contro-
versial 1990 museum exhibit of homoerotic
images by famed gay shutterbug Robert
Mapplethorpe. The controversy resulted in
obscenity indictments for both the Contempo-
rary Arts Center in Cincinnati, which put on
the exhibit, and its artistic director, Dennis
Barrie, as well as a barrage of protests
against the National Endowment for the
Arts, which partially funded the photo show.
Both the museum and Barrie were later ac-

quitted, but the NEA took a near-fatal blow
it's never recovered from. James Woods,

Ellen DeGeneres (seen here in 1993 when
her sitcom was titled These Friends of Mine): Is
she entering a beauty pageant?

recently seen in The General’s Daughter, has
signed on to portray Barrie in the telepic,
which will examine both sides of the contro-
versy. Woods, who is vocal about his anti-cen-
sorship stance, has a history of cable films
with queer content; he starred as Roy Cohn a
few years ago in Citizen Cohn, the HBO
drama about the infamous closeted right-
wing kingmaker. Frank Pierson, who helmed
the 1976 Barbra Streisand/Kris Kristofferson
version of A Star Is Born, will direct Dirty
Pictures, which is set to air in May 2000.

MORE “MONSTERS” FOR CONDON Bill
Condon, the openly gay director of Gods and
Monsters, is considering another “monster
movie.” He’s looking at turning the novel

James Woods (pictured here in last year's
John Carpenter’s Vampires): Is he shooting
Dirty Pictures? f
Invisible Monsters, by Fight Club author
Chuck Palahniuk, into a feature film. Mon-
sters is the quirky and often exhausting re-
venge taleé of a disfigured former model who
hits the road—a la Thelma and Louise—with
her husbhand (whom she forces to take estro-
gen) and her new mentor/girlfriend, Princess
Brandy Alexander, who is in the process of
gender reassignment. Together, they get even
with ex-boyfriends and others. While the
project doesn’t seem like a natural for the big
screen, Condon likes challenges. Let's hope
he rises to the occasion.

STROKING THE PYTHON Matt Stone and
Trey Parker, the creative force behind Com-
edy Central’s irreverent animated series
South Park, have scored the Holy Grail:

They've received permission (and a blessing)
to re-work the comedy routines of the legend-
ary Monty Python troupe. The British funny
guys have actively policed any alteration of
the troupe’s routines and sketches, even
bringing copyright lawsuits against ABC and
the BBC back in 1976. But Stone and Parker

.have convinced the surviving Python mem-

bers (Eric Idle, John Cleese, Terry Gilliam,
Michael Palin, and Terry Jones—Graham
Chapman died in 1989) to let them spin
Monty Python's revered “dead parrot” skit
into an animated short starring the South
Park kids—Cartman as John Cleese, Kyle as
Palin, and, of course, Kenny (who dies in ev-
ery episode of the cartoon show) as the par-
rot. The spoof, called “The Dead Friend,” will
be part of a Monty Python 30th-anniversary
television special, which will also include
both classic material and new sketches by
Monty Python members.

ELLEN DOES THE PAGEANT CIRCUIT Ellen
DeGeneres is doing the beauty queen thing—
sort of. The lesbian comedienne is attached to
star with Meg Ryan in an untitled project
about a "70s beauty pageant whose outcome is
called into question some 20 years later. Pro-
ducer Bob Kosberg is currently searching for
a writer on the project.

LOUGANIS DIVES INTO MUSICAL THEATER
Olympic diver Greg Louganis has traded in
his Speedo for the next two months...for an
unflattering black dress. Louganis is cur-
rently starring in an all-male production of
Nunsense in the Hollywood, Florida. He plays

Trey Parker (left) and Matt Stone (pidu_red here in 1998's

the habit-clad Sister Robert

BASEketball): Have the South Park couple stumbled across Ann. While Louganis might not

the Holy Grail?
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be as confident about singing on
stage as he is about leaping off
the high board, it’s not the buff
brunette’s first foray in the the-
ater—among other things, he'’s
starred in an off-Broadway pro-
duction of Jeffrey and in a
Chicago production of Larry
Kramer's Just Say No.

Romeo San Vicente'’s python is
named “Monty.” You can reach
Romeo (and Monty) in care of
this publication or via e-mail
RomeoDeep@aol.com. For
more Deep Inside Hollywood,
visit www.popcorng.com or
www.gay.com.

TOP TO BOTTOM: NEIL JACOBS/GOLUMBIA PICTURES IN-
DUSTRIES: MICHELLE LAURIA/CAPITAL CITIES/ABC; SAM
EMERSON/UNIVERSAL CITY STUDOS PRODUCTIONS
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‘ Marion E. Coleman
Your Community Image Inker!

House of Coleman
Fine Printing & Graphics
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20 Minute |
Loan Approvals!

Low Rates
Rapid Decisions
Honest Answers N ALL WORK DONE ON SITE

On-Time Closings '
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e Leather & Suede* Alterations
* Shoe Repair

j{om.@an CORPORATION Mon-Fri Zam-7pm ¢ Sat Bam-5pm

1717 St. James Place, Suite 200 - Houston, Texas 77056

1 2 0 3407 Montrose Blvd., Ste. B4
@ ; [ vy 713.527.0880 « Fax 713.527.0119
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I&17

HIV Testing. The Montrose Clinic is
offering free COr!fdPﬁtl]l HIV testing and
counseling, 6-2 pm @ the Houston |es-
bian & Gay Community Center, 803
Hawthome. The center: 713/524-3818
The clinic: 713/830-3000

4-8
English Roses and The Night We
Called it a Day, by award-winning
performer David Cale, take a deep
plunge into life and love in today's soci-
ety. English Roses is a collection of
menologues concerning three displaced
English people living in America; The
Night We Called it o Day Is a story of the
romance between a young English man
and woman which is thrown into tur-
moil when the man's mother jumps
from the roof of a building. 8 pm @ Di-
verseWorks, 1117 East Frwy (I-10 at
North Main). Tickets $17 ($10 students,
$2 members). 24-hr, reservation-line:
713/228-0914

5&6

ComedySportz, the nationally cel-
ebrated improvisational comedy show,
celebrates their ninth anniversary with
two special matches that feature four
charter members of the Houston
troupe, and loyal fans will set the games
list by choosing the games of their
choice. 8 pm @ Lambert Hall, 1703
Heights Blvd. at 17th St. Admission is
$10. Reservations/info: 713/868-1444,
(On Nov. 8 the Houston ComedySportz
Joins 25 other ComedySportz clubs from
around the nation to make the Comedy
League of America @ the River Café on
Montrose Bivd. More info: 713/868-1444.)

7
HAMS Ride to Schulenberg. The
Houston Area Motorcycle Society
(HAMS) will meet at the West Gray
Café at ? am and leave for Schulenberg
at 10:30 am, More info: 713/688-1300,

1
Kibbutz Contemporary Dance
Company. The Society for the Per-
forming Arts presents movement with a
message. Founder and artistic adwvisor
Yehudit Amon, a survivor or Auschwitz,
pioneered “cause as dance” within the
Kibbutz Movement, drawing talent from
Kibbutz members, Her disciple, artistic
director Rami Be'er, gives tribute to
Arnon In Aide Memoire, a work that
pummels the senses. 8 pm @ Wortham
Center's Cullen Theater. For more info:
713/227-4SPA.

13
The Houston Black Tie Dinner is a
nonprofit volunteer organization com-
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prised of men & women whose mission
is to fight AIDS, prejudice; & discrimina-
tion, while taking a firm stand on health
isstes that affect both men & women.
This year's dinner, which |s expected to
sell out with 1,200 guests, will benefit 15
nonprofit organizations, The honored
speaker [s LS, Representative Tammy
Baldwin (D-WI), the first openly lesbian
elected official in Cangress. $150 per
person. A silent auction begins at 6 prm,
with dinrier at 8 pm in the Grand Ball-
room of the George R. Brown Conven-
tion Center. More info: 713/522-2311

13
Pirates of Penzance is a comical love
stary about Fredenc, who as a child was
mistakenly apprenticed to the pirate
band by his hard-of-heanng nursemaid
Camplete with bungling policemen, pi-
rates with hearts, and a gaggle of giggling
sisters, this is @ top-notch musical pro-
duction presented by Richard Sheldon’s
prestigious Opera a la Carte company;
so audiences can be assured that it will
bring to life just the right mixture of
song, speech, fantasy, buffoonery, & ir-
reverent subject matter that is essential °
to operetta. Two performances, 3 & 8
pm, @ Galveston's Grand 1894 Opera
House, 2020 Postoffice. Tickets ($16.50-
$51): 800/821-1894.

14
Military Ball. Atten-shunl If you're
locking for a few good men—or
women—then the Military Ball, spon-
sored by the Executive and Professional
Association of Houston (EPAH), is the
place to be from 4-8 pm. Actually, you'll
find more than a few good men and
women—a special U.S.O. show will en-

tertain the “troops” at 6 pm. This year,
People With AIDS Caalition of Hous-
ton and Houston Area Teen Coalition
of Homosexuals have been selected as
beneficiaries. Military Ball attendees are
encouraged to wear military attire from
their favorite branch of the armed
forces, although it is not mandatary for
attendance. Tickets are $10 and will be
available at the door @ Rich's, 2407 San
Jacinto. At ease.
14
Faith, Health, & Healing s a senes
of lectures exploring the cannection
between spirituality & wellness. This
morning's lecture is by Blair Justice,
Ph.D., professor of psychology at U of T
School of Public Health and author of A
Different Kind of Health: Finding Well-Be-
ing Despite lliness, Another book, Visits
With Violet (to be published this year),
features Violet T. Gilbert as a prime
example of resilience. Who Gets Sick:
How Beliefs, Moods and Thoughts Affect
Health has been published in four lan-
guages. Dr. justice is noted for a pio-
neering pilot study comparing the
effects of imagery, support. & standard
care on immune function and psychoso-
cial measures in women who had com-
pleted treatment for breast cancer, 10
am @ 5t. Stephen's Episcopal Church,
1805 W, Alabama (at Woodhead).
14

Dinner to Benefit Animals. The
Villa Capri restaurant will be hosting the
second annual Thanks for Our Animals
Benefit Dinner for the Homeless Pet
Placement League. Tickets are $20 per
person with proceeds assisting the
Homeless Pet Placement League in its

November 1

continuing efforts to combat the' pet
overpopulation problem, as well as help
aid Houston-area stray and abandoned
cats & dogs. The award-winning Villa
Capri is located in an elegant old home

on the shores of Clear Lake in
Seabrook, and specializes in seafood &
pasta from the island of Capri. In addj-
tion to the dinner, a silent auction con-
sisting of many animal-related items will
be held. The evening's entertainment
will be provided by magician Paul
Driscoll. More info: 713/862-PETS or
visit www.HPPL.org.
14
Loralee Cooley has worked profes-
sionally as a storyteller since 1997. With
a background in piano & theater, she
discovered early on that she wanted to
tell stories; so this will be a delightful
performance of story-spinning folk tales,
folk songs, historic stones & remem-
brances from her childhood & family.
One performance (3 pm) @ Galveston's
Grand 1894 Opera House, 2020 Postof-
fice. Tickets ($12): B00/821-18%4
17

Outer and Inner Space and Poor
Little Rich Girl by Andy Warhol.
Warhol, who expenmented with video
before other artists had begun to real-
ize its potential, intended Inner and
Outer Space (1965, 33 minutes) to be
presented as side-by-side, simultaneous
projections of two reels. Edie Sedgwick,
a superstar among the crowd at the
Warhol hangout called the Factory, is
profiled as she talks with her own image
projected on TV, Inner and Quter Space,
a restared print, is followed by Poor
Little Rich Girl, which also stars Edie
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mlydn' s Cnuhon
Date: Fri., Nov. 12 & Mon., Nov. 15

Where: Stude Hall at Rice University
Cosk: $20, $25, & $30 4
Phone: 713/529-8900

Time: 8 p.m.
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- Enamored of Sedgwick, War-
1 1 her in 1965, This
1 day-in-the-life decumentary
s of fiction (also 33 minutes),
the Museum of Fine Arts'
)01 Bissonnet. Ad-
ursday, Nov. 18,

7 pm @

ditorium, 1

Andy Warhol's

ing will take place on Fri, Nov.

18-20, 26 & 27
Jonah and the WWWhale: a bib-
lical techno-fantasy. Houston's own
dadaMetCircus extends mythology inta

DY

formation Age with this multime-
ction. This play is.a modern
if ane of the world’s most

ystick stories about a
1side the belly of a
the call of God. To
Jpe creates a mul
diverse paietie
8 computer-

cters. Media

tell the story,

timedia theat

af sounds, IMmages,

zed “pixel-puppet
from the Internet & pop enter-

are remixed in a way analo-

o the way rappers scratch &

.
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Karen Akers
Date: Fri.,, Nov. 12
Time: 7 & 9:30 p.m.
Where: Jones Hall

Cost: §38
Phone: 713/227-45PA

DoLLy PARTON, the eternal drag queen, stars
in the Lifetime original movie Blue Valley
Songbird, based on her hit single of the same
title. ®* Leanna Taylor (Parton), a talented
singer well known on the Nashville country/
western club circuit, has always been content
touring small venues with her band and
longtime boyfriend Hank (John Terry,

who played Jean Smart’s gay husband

in Lifetime’s Change of Heart). How-

ever, when her

nged mother calls

to inform her that her father has
passed away, the news opens a
wound that Leanne has had sealed

help of her new guitarist (country/west-
ern singer Billy Dean), she realizes she
must come to terms with her troubled past
before she can move forward and achieve
national success.

Blue Valley Songbird
Dates/Times:
Nov. 1 at 8 p.m.
Nov. 7 at 3 p.m.
Nov. 10 at 8 p.m.
Nov. 13 at 3 p.m.
Nov. 28 at 1 p.m.
Where: Lifetime Telev

heater who perform original, aquatic
dance throughout the play. 8 pm @ Di
verseWorks, 1117 East Frwy (1-10 at
North Main). Tickets $12 ($10 students,
$8 members), 24-hr. reservation line;
713/228-0914
19

illinois Jacquet. Dz Camera |azz pre-
sents Houston's own legendary tenor
saxophonist lllinois Jacquet, who makes
His first hometown appearance with his
Big Band. 8 pm @ VWortham Center's
Cullen Theater. Tickets are $27-337
(students/seniors $14-$19). For more
infor 713/524-

19 & 20

OrchestraX presents a tribute to
Mozart. Inspired by Peter Shaffer's play
Amadeus, the show will feature Mozart
classics including The Magic Flute Over-
ture, opera arias from The Magic Flute
and Don Giovanni, The Prague Sympt
Piano Concerto K488, and of course
quiemn, "Armadeus, Madman for the Mil-
lennium’ will be joined by special guest
soloists at 7 pm @ Prague, 402 Main
For more info; 713/225-ORCX (6729).

20
7th Annual Warehouse Art

Intimate Porfraifs
Pam Grier: Nov. 1
Loni Anderson: Nov. 15
Mary Steenburgen: Nov. 2:
Cheryl Ladd: Nov. 29
Time: 6 p.m.

Check local listings for repeats during November

Crawl provides an opportunity for the
public to see the work of over 30
ton-area artists, You can see where &
how they work and have the chance to
meet & speak with the ar
what they do & why they do i It's also

S

isls about

a great opportunity to see many of
Houston's oldest & most charming

warehouse spaces. Sim

free parking under 110 between Main &
San lacinto, and take one of the free
Metro Trolleys which run continuously
1 is free. Art

ale, and many

from 2-B pm. Admiss
Crawl T-shirts will be or

of the warehouses will give away one or
more pleces of art, Info: 713/229-9760
20

1776 s a musical that celebrates the
birth of our nation and pc
courage, commitrmerit, & ¢
of a group of men who cre
democ
dinatior, & rel

atic nation, freed

to any fo 1 power. Two perfor-
mances, 3 & B pm, €
1894 Opera H
Tickets ($16.50-

NOVEMBER 1999 27

OutSmart



shan€e hennesey

MEd, LPC,CHt
* Addictions
» Childhood trauma
* Spiritual growth & exploration
* Body/Mind work
* Hypnotherapy

713.522.0388
Pgr. 281.510.9139
1712 Fairview
MC/Visa Accepted
Cash receipts for insurance reimbursement.

MONTROSE MASSAGE

W CHRISTOPHER
GONZALES

T il

21
HAMS Thanksgiving Party. The Houston Area
Motoreycle Society (HAMS) give thanks with a potluck
dinner from 6:30-8:30 pm. Plenty of motorcycle park-
ing available. Location/more info: 713/688-1300.

25
Thanksgiving Service. Everyone is welcome at
MCCR’s Thanksgiving service with a luncheon to fol-
low. 11 am @ MCCR Houston, 1919 Decatur. For
more info; 713/861-9149,

25-28
AutoRama. The 40th annual O'Reilly Auto Parts
AutoRama, the world's largest indoor automative
event, will feature customized cars, trucks, vans, motor-
cycles, & hot rods. More than 2,000 exhibits of the
most amazing chopped, channeled life-size hot wheels
(both past & present) fill the floor. Admission at the
gate 15 $12 ($4 children under 12). Thurs. 5-10 pm: Fri,
& Sat. 11.am-10 pm; Sun. 10 am-8 pm @ the Houston
Astrodomain Cormplex
26-28

Some Like It Hot. Billy Wilder's 1959 four-star clas-
sic film follows two unemployed musicians (Tony Cur-
tis and Jack Lemmon) who witness the 5t. Valentine's
Day massacre in 1920s Chicage. To escape retaliation
from gangsters, the two buddies disguise themselves as
wormen and join an all-girl band headed for Miami.

Some Like It Flaming Hot:
Tony Curtis (left) and Jack
Lemmeon do drag and join
an all-girl band in order to
avoid being killed. Marilyn
Monroe (inset), a member
of the band, falls for Curtis...
notwhen he's indrag, however.
Marifyn Monroe, at her best as one of the band mem-
bers, sings “| VWanna Be Loved by You," Friday & Sat-
urday at 7:30 pm, Sunday at 7 pm @ the Museum of
Fine Arts' Brown Auditorium, 1007 Bissonnet. Tickets
$5 (members/seniors 55+/students with 12 $4)
26 & 27
Camelot is a story of love, desire, & |
against a tapestry of medieval pageantry as it unveils
King Arthi oly quest for a virtuous society. 8 pm, @
Galveston's Grand 1894 Opera House, 2020 Postoffice
Tickets ($1650- $51): 800/821-18%94
29

The Passion and Power of Butch/Femme Re-
lationships, a special forum on this issue in'many les-

petra ¥1| all set

Monpar-Fripar + Noon TiL 8 pm _ . :
7 4 bian relationships, will be presented at 7 pm @ the
71 3 52 3 4 5 2 6 Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center, 803 Haw-
" . thorne, 713/524-3818,
28 NOVEMBER 1999  OutSmart
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. Same Like It Swtmned With Honey. Theacappella gl"m.lp '

Sweet Honey in the Rock (above) come to Houston for
only one night. (Clockwise from top): Aisha Kahill, Shirley
Childress Johnson, Carol Maillard, Nitanju Bolade Casel,
Bernice Johnson Reagon, Ysaye Maria Barnwell.

» Some Like It Spiritually Broad: The Gay Men's Chorus of
‘Houston presents “In the Splrit. a program that covers
‘a broad range of holiday music from the Jewish, Christian,
“and more modern traditions. Pictured at right on oppo-
site page is Dr. Dave Faber, artistic director of the chorus.

' Sweet Honey in the Rock |s 2 Grammy Award-
winning a cappella group whose repetoire includes
songs that touch on many issues of moral & humr‘r o

 value, such as environmental issues, women's issues, &
human rights. The African-Armerican sexiet has deep

musical roots in the sacred music of the black church—
spirituals, hymns, & gospels-—as well as jazz & blues.
Sweet Honey in the Rack will perform a benefit con-
cert for St. lames Schosl, which is known for its diverse
student population. 8 pm @ Hannah Hall ALsdrtﬂrwm
on Texas Southern Uriversity campus, Tickets are $25

{310 students) and are available at St. James Scht:iel
3129 Southmore Blvd,, 713/511-5884,

_ U.S. Rep. Barney Frank (D-Boston) is scheduied

1o participate at a fund-raising dinneron Dec. 4 and a
brunch on Dec 5, both hested by Stonewall Demo-
crats-Holston, Frank is an openly gay member of Con-
gress and has been a national leader on gay/lesbian

issues; he s also a founding member of the National - \’
Stonewall Democratic Federation. Final arrangements:

are pending. but both dates were secured at press
time. For more info: 713/854-8773.
5

Help the Needy. Bnai B'rith and the Houston Chap-
tar of the Texas Society of CPAs are participating in a
citywide clothing, toy, & food drive. Tour gifts of non-
perishable food, clothing, & toys will be donated to the
Interfaith Ministries of Greater Housten Hunger Coa-
lition; receipts will be issued for those who want to
take a deduction for tax purposes. There will be a truck
to hold the items collected from 8 am-sundown @) the
lewish Community Center, 5601 South Braeswood.

-

i



Homeopathy: A realistic answer
for today’s health problems.

: 4&5
Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston presents “in the
Spirit," the first concert of their 21st season, which L
reflects the more spiritual nature of this season's Homeopathy is an effective, proven approach
b theme, “Family Values." » With a program covering & for allereies and sinusitis: ADD/ADHD, depression.
- broad range of holiday music from the |ewish, : : £
Christian, and more modern traditions, including insomnia, immune disorders and other acute or chronic conditions.
Ktdneas 18 G is e empting (o showt that, Discover how homeopathy can help improve you health!
regardless of one's religious persuasion (or lack of), - :
wi—the gay and straight communities, all colors and
all pations—are one in the spirit of the family of
humankind. The program might thus seem a bit
“religious” to some, but these songs are presented jn |
t_he sarne spint that drove the Civil Rights and otber | . HONIEOP‘ATH
‘movernents and continue to raise the hopes and pride
of all peoples, » And it promises to be far from a dull
. eveningl Many of these songs have the chorus mem-
bers bouncing to the quick jazz and rock rhythms, but
_others are soft encugh to keep the audience on the
edge of their seats, waiting for the final breath of the
L final note. 'ln the Spirit” promises to be a concert of
‘many emotions; far from the staid "let's just sit here
and watch" programs put on elsewhiere during the ’

" holidays, *» The chorus also continu lan dition A
I S0 il i For an appointment or a'cl
call 713/572-0343

-

CINnDY L. GRIFFIN, piHow. FBIH

www.griffinhomeopathy.com
4543 Post Ok Puace, suite 114 » Housron, TX 77027

Isn't it ti me

you found out if you are a candidate

tor LASIK?

4 ‘ Touted as the most advanced method of vision correction,
- - & Laser Vision Correction uses the accuracy of advanced
: computer technology and the precision of the laser to
help correct or improve visual errors which cause you
to Ecpcnd on glasses or contact lenses. At Eye Excellence
we offer all patients a complimentary laser vision
consultation. This consultation will show you rhe
dramaric changes that can take place in your vision, and
determine if you are a candidate.

CALL US TODAY ABOUT A FREE
LASER VISION CONSULTATION

seye
excellence

Clearly the Beatin Total Eve Care

iR

of performing at least a few songs not in English, and
the Hebrew and Gullah In this concert are ng excap-
tion.* The Gay Men's Chorus of Houston presents two - |
shows only: 8 pm on Saturday and 3 pm on Sunday @ |
the Kaplan Theatre at the jewish Community Center's

g ; ~12 ] . ;
b A s 713/521-EYES ¢ www.eyeexcellence.com
or they may be purchased through Box Office Tickets Mary T. Green, M.D., Ph.D., FA.C.S.
by phoning 1-800-494-TIXS: Far more information on E '
purchasing tickets, joining the chorus, or how yau ¢an 6624 Fannin, Suite 2105 - Medical Center
support the Gay Men's Chorus of Houston, call 713/ 4 Chelsea Place - Museum District

521-7464 or visit hitp/fwww.gmchorg,
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A K-9 Bakery

Wby Only IL_?U% Natural Ingredients _;.g
Go into our Baked Treats
w4  Lintouched by Salts, Refined |.l‘
S )
Sugars or Chemical Preservatives.

.-

w84y We use only the Finest Grains, . 4,
Linbleached Flours and Honeys. ™
W84, 'IU's A Positive Way To Treat w30y
®' The Dog You Love.. After All..." @
“It's A Dog’s World..."
Now Available At:

Whole Foods Market

2900 S. Shepherd

sPOtieR
3CUILD
£IHOP

2433 Rice Blvd ~ 713#528#POTS

Mon-Sat 10-6 ® Sun 10-4

30 NOVEMBER 1999 QutSmart

Female Li
BRANDON
TEENA
Is THE SuBJECT
ofF A New FiLm
AND PLAY

THe Pray. The true story of Brandon
Teena is that the 21-year-old female
lived as a boy. He fooled classmates
and even a steady girlfriend, and
then—true gender revealed to an
outraged community—was brutally
raped and murdered. Now, added to
the several books, recent documen-
tary, and the feature film Boys Don't
Cry is the first work to attempt to tell
the story from Brandon’s point of
view, ® “I wrote this in reaction to all
the sensational journalism about
Brandon,” says lesbian playwright
Leigh Silverman, a graduate of
Carnegie Mellon University with a
dual degree in directing and
playwrighting. “I did a ton of
research, but I found nothing about
who she was.” ®» Silverman’s play
does not focus on the erime or the
trials, but rather on the inner life of
Brandon, territory that has been
eclipsed by public interest in the
murder and the sexual mechanics. ®
Revealed through confession and
flashback during four days spent in a
Falis City, Nebraska, detention
center, “Brandon Teena is a work of
fiction based on instinct and my wild
imagination,” says Silverman. “I
wanted to know who Brandon had
been and why, and how he lived as a
man. How does someone even begin
to imagine themselves in a different

body? I knew it had to be a one-

person show as told from Brandon’s
point of view. And since lying was a
survival mechanism for Brandon, it
was a special challenge to write a solo
show about someone who wasn't a
reliable witness. I've tried to boldly
examine this very complicated life,
including all the ambiguities, unan-
swered questions, and extraordinary
circumstances.” ® Brandon Teena
receives its first production outside of

New York City at The Little Room

Downstairs Theater. The production
is directed by Little Room artistic

director Richard Laub, and features

. phone (Visa, MC, Amx, Discover):

Actress Hilary Swank (above) stars as Brandon
Teena in Boys Don’t Cry, which, at press time, was
scheduled to continue its run at River Oaks Theatre
into November. * Erica Schmidt (below) is seen
here in the New York production of Brandon Teena;
Natalie Maisel stars in the Houston production at
The Little Room Downstairs, Nov. 5-20.

FIOTURES; LEFT) DIXIE SHERIDAN

DUHFDX SEARCHLIGHT

Natalie Maisel, seen most recently in
The Little Room Downstairs’ Parental
Discretion. All performances are at

8 p.m., Nowv. 5-20 (Fridays, Saturdays,
and Mondays) @ The Little Room
Downstairs, 2326 Bissonnet, belween
Greenbriar and Kirby. Charge by

713/522-LRDS (5737).




Txe Movie. From the middle of
America emerged an extraordinary
double life, a complicated love
triangle, and a crime that would
shatter the heartland. In Falls City,
Nebr 1, Brandon Teena (Hilary
Swank) was a newcomer with a
future who had the small rural
community enchanted. Women
adored him, and almost everyone who

met this charismatic stranger was
drawn to hi
n

charming innocence.
alls City’s hottest date and
truest friend had one secret: He was
a female living as a male. ® Back
home in Lincoln, just 75 miles away,
Brandon Teena was a different
person caught up in a personal crisis
that had haunted him his entire life.
Like many young people, he made
costly mistakes, and when he inad-
vertently t assed between his new
love Lana (Chloe Sevigny) and her
1'9(1\10'-.-‘ friend John (Peter
. ‘d), the mystery unraveled
mtn violence. In a single, short life
Brandon Teena was at once a dashing
lover and a trapped outsider, both an
impoverished nobody and a flamboy-
amer, a daring thief and the
¢ victim of an unjust crime. ®
Don’t Cry explores the contra-
ons of American youth and
identity through the true life and
death of Brandon Teena. What
emerges from a dust-cloud of may-
hem, desire, and murder is the story
of a young American drifter searching
for love, a sense of self, and a place to
call home.
At press time, Boys Don’t Cry was
scheduled to continue its run at River Oaks
Theatre into November.
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RIG RAND
TULSDAUS

gPM - MIDNIGHT

Sreenbriar &}'I oY),
* A Christmas Caroi
W ||

edlure a new sc

«A Chrlstmas Carol T'u ac
n-filled

favorite becomes fu

Coast .
6pm-9 pm S-W]_ng

The

Love

Shaw
M.C. L1nsey Love‘

Nov. 5-Dec. 18 @ The Co

bury Square. Friday &

! ymnances Noy
dents $8. Reservations reco
* Houston Grand Opera o
with Verdi's Aida, the tragic stor

n Egypti

girl in love with a

) Showtims 1 Ipm
o & drama as The BQEt in . Q_H :
[sls]} |'|| yts him to his Famale Imprnatmnﬁ ]

ter in the |u_lb of th =
N Hushabye Mountam

ELIN AND HER TEENAGE
friends are growing
up in a small town.
Nothing ever happens
until Elin makes an
unexpected move
—she goes to the
wrong party—and her
_ life takes a different
| turn, Stuck in the
middle of two love
interests and a hilari-
ous small-town life, Elin
tries to come to terms
with her real self.
SR Ao TR, e
At press time, Show Me Love was scheduled =
to start Nov. 26 at River Oaks Theatre.

B )
B

2151 Richmond * 713.550.8636
Both Clubs Located In the Shepherd Plaza

® ® 0 % & & & & & & % & 00 8 0 6B Es

It's OK Sweetie,
Nanna Hear

Ja.m'?

2159 Portsmouth in Shepherd Plaza » Houston

; (713)524-3359
Rebecca Liljeberg (1) and
Alexandra Dahlstrom star

. comedy . hoch ove.
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Brennan

Jacquie Brennan

2402 Commonwealth

Houston, Texas 77006 713-522-1211

We put the heart of the firm into
every case for every client,

www.LawBrennan.com
Not Certified By The Texas Board Of Legal Specialization

Associlates
ATTORNEYS AT LA‘W-'

* HIV Law

* Adoption

* Immigration

* Custody Disputes

* Cohabitation Agreements
* Wills & Probate

* Personal Injury

» Criminal Law

FREE
CONSULTATION
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diences. Nov, 17-Dec. 19 @ Theater L.aB
Houston, 1706 Alamo. Tickets ($20)
are available by calling the box office at
713/868-7516.

* | Love You, You're Perfect, Now
Change. You've seen the musicals
about felines, lovesick nuns, teapots &
candlesticks, falling chandeliers, and an
unfortunate run-in with an iceberg, Now
there's a musical that exposes every-
thing many straights have secretly
thought about dating, mating, & ro-
mance but were afraid to admit, But in
the song “Single Man Drougnt,” one of
the female characters does admit, I
should be a lesbian. If | was bom to love
women, how wondrously sane | would
be." Nov. 23-Dec. 12 @ Stages Reper-
tory Theatre, 3201 Allen Parkway, 713/
52-STAGE. Tickets: preview perfor-
mances (Nov. 23 & 24) $17-24; open-
ing performance (Nov. 26) $40-346;
after the opening performance $26-$37.
* The King Stag. A delightful & highly
imaginative excursion into the famed
Commedia period of the 18th century.
Love stories abound, misunderstandings
collide, & the tale is told enchantingly
with actors, puppets, & all the magical
accoutrements of theater, Nov. 12, 13,
& 19-21 @ University of Houston
School of Theatre. Ticket cost/more
info: 713/743-2929

* Praise the Lord and Raise the
Roofl After taking in a friendly white
drifter, the members of an African-
American church congregation struggle
to reconcile their prejudice with their
Chrisitianity amidst fear & suspicion
about a rash of local church bumings.
Playwright Celeste Bedford-Walker says,
"This spiritual offering during this Christ-
mas season will be an inspirational
evening of great gospel singing that will
start your adrenaline pumping & a per-
formance that will bring the roof down.”
Nov. 18-Dec. 26 @ The Ensemble The-
atre, 3535 Main, 713/520-0055.

* State of the Union. Grant Mat-
thews is a successful businessman with
no heady political aspirations, but when
he's encouraged by his mistress (a
prominent newspaper publisher) to run
for the presidency, he embarks on a
speaking tour of the country with his
estranged wife, who Is well aware of his
indiscretions. She encourages him to be
more than a political puppet, much to
the dismay of his campaign manager.
Nov. 13-Dec. 19 @ Main Street The-
ater, 2540 Times Blvd,, 713/524-6706.
Tickets to preview performances (Nowv.
13, 14, 17) $7.50-810; regular perfor-
mances $15-$20.

THEATEF

* The Days & Knights of King
Arthur. InterActive  Theater
Company's tales of King Arthur allow
audience members to choose the
knights' greatest adventure! Beginning in

Young P“‘°P‘e

the days when England was without a
king, young Arthur draws the sword
from the stone to become the King of
England. But his reign is threatened by
enemies, So heassembles a round table
of noble knights. But Arthur's sword is
stolen. Now the knights must set forth
on their most challenging quest. But
how will they proceed! Whichever way
the audience chooses—the outcome is
for the audience to know and the actors
to find out! Through Dec. 18 (no per-
formances Nov, 23-27) @ Lambert Hall,
1703 Heights Blvd.; Tuesdays-Fridays at
9 & 11 am, Saturdays at 11 am. Tickets
$5 per child/adult. For reservations/
more info: 713/862-7112.

* Rudolph Rides Again 5 a heart-
warmning tale of Santa’s dilernma when he
discovers that he left Mrs. Santa’s favor-
ite elf in Houston on Dec. 24, Ever
clever, Santa sends another elf and the
retired reindesr, Rudolph, to Houston to
search for Alvin, their missing elf fiend.
Nev. 6-Dec, 18 @ The Company On-
stage, 536 Westbury Square, 713/726-
1219. Saturdays at 11 am & 1:30 pm.

Tickets $5. Reservations recommended.
* That Was Then, This Is Now is
geared toward young adults in 6th-12th
grades, Set amid the social unrest of the
late '60s, this drama reflects the turbu-
lent times as seen through the eyes of
adolescents. When Mark is orphaned,
he goes to live:with Byron's family, and
the two boys become as close as broth-
ers. But when Byron discovers that Mark
Is dealing drugs, he must decide
whether to protect Mark or report lim
to the police. Gritty, intense, & emotion-

ally charged, this play deals with issues of
growing older & growing apart, of per-
sonal morality versus social codes, and
of seeking peace as opposed to plotting
revenge. Tickets $9.50 adults, $7.50 stu-
dents/seniors, Nov, 5-20 (Fridays & Sat-
urdays at 8 pm, Sundays at 3 pm) @
Mairi Street Theater at Chelsea Market,
4617 Montrase. Info: 713/524-6706.

* The Toys Take Over Christmas.
This delightful story of a misguided toy
maker & his life-sized dolls is back by
popular demand. The play |ncludes a
beautiful Victorian set. enchanting doll
costumes, holiday music & dance—and
a wisit from Santa. Nov. 19-Dec. 23 @
Stages Repertory Theatre, 3201 Allen
Plewy, 713/52-STAGE. Through Dec. 18:
Fridays at 1130 arn, Saturdays at 11:30
am & 2 pm; Dec. 20-23: 11:30 am. Tick-

ets are $B; all seats are reserved.

RADIO

* After Hours (Radio) Saturdays,
midnight to 3 am, Featuring the QMZ
(Queer Music Zone) with Jimmy
Carper. KPFT 90.1 FM

* Lesbhian & Gay Voices (Radio)
Mondays, 8-% pm. Features, news, mu-
SIC, INterviews, raviews, Eiﬂd commen-
tary, KPFT 90,1 FM, 713/526-4000.
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ART/PHOTOGRAPHY

= Andy Mann: VideoMusic Yideo features a 16-
monitor video matrix displaying video footage shot at
DiverseWorks and set to music composed by Mann.
The video imagery is derived through the act of mak-
ing music & reacting to music. In this way, the music
ftself invents the final music video. Like turning a Rubiks
Cube, this large-scale matrix wall of monitors will be
changed weekly. Guests are also given the opportunity
to participate in the exhibit as volunteer VideoMusic
stars in a projected talent show. The exhibit will also
feature a large-scale Sparkie Box, a recent addition 1o
a series of video kaleidoscopes for which Mann is
known. Nov. 13-Dec. 18 (opening reception Nov. 12,
6-8 prm) @ DiverseWorks, 1117 East Freeway (off M.
Main at Naylor), 713/223-8346.
* Art Classes for People With HIV: The Art
ague ou is offering free art classes for
people with HIV. The ongoing course meets every
Thursday & Friday from 1-4 pm at the Art League,
1953 Montrose. Mixed media projects for the artist
and non-artist Constructive art-making in a relaxed at-
mosphere. Focus is on the healing power of art. More
info: 713/523-9530. The Museum of Fine Arts
Houston is offering free art classes for those with HIV/
AIDS. Patrick Palmer begins his 9th year offering art in-
struction, Abstract painting, lincleum-cut greeting cards,
& ceramics are some of the media offerings for the fall
semester. Class is imited to 16, Everything is free, even
lunch! The classes meet at the Glassell School of Art
every Friday, 1-4 pm, 5101 Montrose Blvd,, reom 202.
For more info: 713/639-7500 or 713/526-1118.
* The Artfull Garden s 2 new outdoor sculpture
gallery exhibition, There will be 17 artists' interpreta-
tions of the theme "It Moves,” with a wide use of ma-
terials ranging from mylar to concrete to plant matenal,
Expect the unexpected. The gallery, located at 241
Reinicke @ Lacy, is free & open to the public Tuesday-
Saturday, 10 am-5 pm and is also visible from the street
from sunup to sundown,
* Diego Rivera: Art and Revolution. Rivera
(1886-1957) fused the innovations of European
Modermism with the traditions of Mexico's pre-Colum-
bian past and its indigenous people. Famous and
controversial, he helped to define the terms of the
Mexican-American cultural dialogue that continues to
this day. More than 80 paintings & drawings in a
variety of media, including paintings rarely or never
exhibited in the U.S, will be on view. The exhibition is
presented in four thematic sections: the first two trace
Rivera's transformation from an acadernic painter to his
embrace of the international avant-garde; the third
examines his maturing vision as a humanist and
political artist; the final section surveys his artistic
innovations in easel painting, watercolors, and drawings
during the last three decades of his life. Through
MNov, 28 @ The Museum of Fine Arts, 1007 Bissonnet,
713/639-7300.
* Entres Fronteras: Photographs by Diana
Molina is a collection of photographs portraying His-
panic and indigenous cultures of Mexico, focusing on
the Sierra Tarahumara in Chihuahua, The Isthmus of
Tehuantepec in Oaxaca, the Yucatan Peninsula, and
several Charros in Texas. Images depict borders
crossed, not only by division of territory, but also by
the influence of ideologies, customs, commercialism,
styles, economics, and views of life. Presenting a cuftural
and sociological representation of various aspects of
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hanson galleries

Mexican life, the exhibit reveals images
of traditional festivals, cerémony, and
daily lifestyle along with the environ-
ment in which the people exist,

Through Mar, 12, 2000 @ the Houston
Museum of MNatural Science in the John
P, McGoverm Hall of the Americas Tem-
porary Gallery on the 3rd floor, in Her-
rmann Park across from Miller Outdoor
Theater. Admission is $4 adults, $3 chil-
drep 3-11 (free to members), More
info: 713/639-462%. For info in Spanish:
713/632-4603

» Hospice: A Photographic In-
quiry investigates the power and
growing importance of hospice care,
an alttermative approach to health care
for the terminally ill, Five natlonally
renowned phatographers were com-
missioned 1o explore Hospice from their
dwn perspectives. Each artist’s diverse
approach to the project has resulted in
work which consistently rises above
physical distress and imminent death to
show Us the humanity and spirit embed-
ded in this ultimate joumey of life, and
in the ardinary people who are its sub-
ject. Curated over a three-year penod,
this exhibition is presented in five
distinct projects, each telling an indi-

seven large-scale abstract oil paintings
and five mixed-media sculptures, includ-
ing kinetic woarks whase rich poetic
quality offers a powerful commentary
on the waning industrial age. The the-
matic focus of the exhibition is on the
CDI!‘tp|€')‘ contradictions between the
end of the industrial age and the dawn
of our digital era. Through Nov. 14
@ Winter Street Art Center, 2123
Winter Street. 713/861-3781. Website:
www.winterstreet.com,

» Peter Shelton: sixtyslippers is
comprised of 60 cast iron cymbal-
shaped hanging forms that vary slightly
in profile and diameter, hovering just
above the floor in a pattern that re-
sponds to the shape of the gallery. in
which it is being exhibited. Referencing
not only musical instruments, pendu

lumns, lily pads, and stupas (ancient Indian
architectural forms), the piece ultimately
addresses a relationship to the body as

the viewer is slawly enveloped in a fietd
of delicately swaying forms. Through
Dec. 12 @ the Contemporary Arts
Museum 5216 Montrose Blvd, 713/
284.8250.

« Positive/Negative |5 a show of
black-and-white photographs by people

vidual story. The exhibition consists
of approximately 140 photographs
and a variety of multimedia compo-
nents. Through Dec. 19 @ Blaffer
Gallery, the Art Musem of the Uni-
versity of Houston, The gallery is
located -on the university's main
campus off 1-45 South and housed
in'the Fine Arts Bldg., the third
building from the corner of Cullen
Blvd. and entrance #16. For more
info: 713/743-9518.

» Lisa Mellinger:

Garden

" Hoses in Different Poses. Viewing

the mundane with humor & wit, Mel-
linger paints a sensitive & sensual update
to the still life idiom that takes form in
her naturalistic oil paintings of the com
mon domestic garden
work, she compounds metaphors im-
bedded in this everyday object with
mischievous whirnsy & subtly expressive
use of color. Mellingar’s paintings create
a strangely erotic & evocative garden
you will want to visit. Nov. 13-Dec. 4
{opening reception Nov. 12, 6-8 pm) @
DiversaWorks, 1117 East Freeway, 713/
223-8346.

+ Maus, An Exhibition by Art
Spiegelman recounts the history of
Spiegelman's Jewish-Polish parents who
survived Naz persecution & internment
in Auschwitz between 1938 & 1945.
Through Jan. 4. 2000,@ Holocaust Mu-
seurn Houston, 54071 Caroline, 713/
942-8000.

* New Paintings and Sculptures
features the return of John Calaway 1o
the Houston art scene after an eight-
year absence. The showing includes

hose. In this

Positive/Negative: Friend by Ron

living with HIV/AIDS who participate
in the Positive Art Workshops at the
Glassell Schoal of Art at Houston's
Museumn of Fine Arts, Houston artist
Patrick Palmer teaches the workshops,
which are provided at no charge. The
museum presented the exhibition last
February and plans a 2nd exhibition in
February 2000, However, through Jan.
10, 2000, these photographs will be on
display @ the Houston Lesbian & Gay
Cormmunity Center, B03 Hawthorne,
713/524-3818.
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BLACKABLUE - CHRIS SILL. TWISTED » TWISTED AMERICA RECORDE

GrooveQut

by Chris Sill

COSMOS 1999

MONTREALS.
BLACKSBLUE

circuit. It amasses tens of thousands

of gays, lesbians, and trans-gendered
from around the globe. It is the largest gay
benefit party in the world. But just what
is Black&Blue? It is the creation of the
BBCM Foundation (Bad Boy Club
Montreal), a celebration “of dance music,
common positive energy, friendship and
fun.” Now in its 10th year, Black&Blue has
become Canada’s leading gay-based fund-
raising organization.® And just what at-
tracted this year's estimated 65,000
participants to the week-long festival?
Well, two things. First, the unparalleled
caliber of its main event party, and second
the wide variety of other social activities.
It’s no secret that Black&Blue is one of the
best parties in the world, and one of the
biggest. So big in fact that this year
Montreal’s Olympic Stadium played host
to a reported crowd of 31,000! * Working
the theme “Cosmos 1999,” the stadium was
transformed into a lunar base inspired by
the 1970s British television series Space
1999. The base was powered by 1,000,000
watts of lighting effects and 350,000 watts
of sound. Using real-life video and slide
projections, four mind-blowing lasers, and
more than 100 artists and dancers, three
incredible multimedia shows portrayed

I t has become the premier event on the

space in relation to science fiction and in- |

spired hope for a cure for HIV/AIDS in the
millennium. This was truly an other-
worldly, yet spiritual experience. Top cir-
cuit DJs Victor Calderone and Abel, along
with Montreal’s Mark Anthony, kept the
crowd dancing at warp speed all night. Per-
formances by Funky Green Dogs,
Soulsearcher, and Veronica were well-re-
ceived, but Kristine W proved why she is
the Queen of Black &
Blue with her show-
stopping set. = Away
from the parties there

was plenty to do and |

see. Coinciding with the Cuumos theme
was a fantastic art exhibit at Montreal’s
Musgeum of Fine Arts. And a modern dance
ensemble performed at a local theater. The
BBCM sponsored their own art exhibit and
auction entitled “Debut” under the artis-
tic direction of Kat Corie. The show ear-
ried the theme “Each problem finds its
solution” and included works by gay and
lesbian artists from Canada and the U.S.
Its silent auction raised an impressive
$9,000 for the BBCM! Other activities in-

cluded a dinner cruise, guided tours of

downtown and old Montreal, a gay and les-
bian travel expo, and benefit film screen-
ings for Montreal’s gay and lesbian film
festival. ®* Once again Black&Blue has
proved itself to be one of the gay social
events of the year. Its professionalism in
all areas keeps this event on top and en-
sures its success well into the millennium.
For more info, check out www.bbem.org.
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2 Euryfhmil:s - Peace (Arista)
...reunited to save the world

* Everything But the Girl - Temperamental (Atantic]
..more deep house delights

? We Are Twisted - Twisted America (v/A)
...one of Twisted's finest and final moments

* Victor Calderone - E=VC2 (Tommyboy)
..premier circuit DJ's first mixed CD

> Pet Shop Boys - Nightlife (em))
...the boys return to the mirrorball life

Chris SI” spins tunes at Rich’s. You can reach him in care of
OutSmart magazine or at csill@infohwy.com.
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that won't be happening any
time soon—but to begin a civil
discourse about the need to stop
demonizing each other and to
curb the inflammatory rhetoric
on both sides of the issue,

“It was the best of times; it
was the worst of times,” White
describes the meeting in one of
several telephone interviews for
this article. “We finally got
inside the door, but we found
out how really primitive things
are there.”

During the hour-and-a-half-
long meeting, and at a press
conference that followed,
Falwell repeated his broken-

40 gay and antigay activists,
including the cartoonish Rev.
Fred Phelps of Topeka, Kansas,
who showed up with his “God
Hates Fags” signs.

“Falwell used to teach the
Bible word for word, but now
he’s going off and meeting with
these fags and going against
everything he's ever taught,”
Phelps told reporters. “He
always says ‘hate the sin, but
love the sinner,’ but it's impos-
sible to separate the two. Does
a judge send the crime or the
criminal to jail?”

At the other end of the spec-
trum of protesters was radical

record mantra—
"Love the sinner,
hate the sin"—and
placed gay people
in the same cat-
egory with alcohol-
ics, drug addicts,
and unwed moth-
ers as worthy of his
brand of Christian
love.

“1 was really
concerned about
this continual
spiritual violence,
as I'm calling it,”

0
i
i
x

Mel White:
“I thought
it was wrong
to be gay....

gay activist Bob
Kunst, the leader
of a Florida-based
organization called
the Oral Majority
(a play on Falwell’s
now-defunet politi-
cal group, the
Moral Majority).
Kunst brought
along a large doll of
Tinky Winky, the
“Teletubbies”
childrens’ TV char- .
acter that Falwell
was roundly ridi-

says White. “We I wa.s on culed for condemn-
faced a lot of it in valium ing recently after
Lynchburg. I think and rea“y the Washington

Jerry is really
making steps
toward under-
standing who we

half-crazed
trying not
to be gay.”

Blade jokingly

suggested Tinky

might be gay.
Kunst said

are, but he has a
whole constituency that needs
to be assured that he hasn't
changed his position. He was so
busy assuring his constituents,
he didn’t realize that we

were just being whacked,
whacked, whacked —‘sinner,
sinner, sinner.”

While the event was consid-
ered a huge success—Falwell’s
willingness to participate was
seen as an astonishing victory
in itself, and the meeting
received an avalanche of gay-
friendly coverage in the main-
stream media—not everybody
was supportive of the attempt
at a spiritual meeting of the
minds. Protesting outside the
closed-door summit were some

White and Falwell
“are both a disaster,” calling
White a “self-hating homo-
sexual” and Falwell a “war
criminal in the war against
AIDS.” On the Internet, other
gay critics of White suggested
his meeting with Falwell was
analogous to “a bunch of Jews
sitting down with Hitler.”

“My feeling is that people
like Bob Kunst are really angry,
and they have reason to be,”
says White. “They have reason
to be angry at the church and
they have reason to be angry at
Falwell. They're just so angry
that we would sit down at a
table with Jerry, because they
think Jerry is going to use us.”

continued on page 40
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WHITE’S
DRAMATIC JOURNEY

Part of what made the meet-
ing such a provocative news
story was that Falwell and
White have been friends since
the days when White was a
closeted pastor, seminary pro-
fessor, and author who ghost-
wrote two books for Falwell
—his 1984 autobiography
Strength for the Journey and
a later book about abortion
entitled If I Should Die Before
I Wake.

White's dramatic journey
from self-loathing, secretly gay
minister to leader of the gay
and lesbian religious movement
was chronicled in his own 1994
book Stranger at the Gate: To Be
Gay and Christian in America,
which led to a major profile of
White on 60 Minutes and
appearances on Larry King and
other national talk shows.

The 59-year-old White
says he struggled with his
sexuality from the age of 14.
Growing up in Santa Cruz,
California, where his father
was mayor, White attended a
fundamen-talist church that
preached against homosexual-
ity. He says he spent almost 30
years trying to change who he
was, even resorting to the kind

of so-called “conversion therapy”

that the religious right has
recently been pushing in full-
page newspaper ads,

“It was pretty typical of
what they're doing today, only
there was some much more
extreme stuff like electric shock
treatments and exorcism,”
White says. “My aversive
therapy began informally early
on when pastors would pray
with me and help me try and
get over it. It was based on
prayer, fasting, discipline, and
being celibate. As I got older,

I resorted to the more extreme
things, then finally 1 slit
my wrists.”

White was married for 23
years and is the father of two
grown children. He says his
ex-wife, Lyla, was aware of his

sexual orientation and that they

tried to deal with it in therapy

together for the entirety of their
marriage. The couple separated
in 1982 and divorced three
years later after White met
Gary Nixon, his current life-
partner of 15 years. Lyla is very
supportive—she wrote the for-
ward to Stranger at the Gate—
and the two are now proud
grandparents.

During the years he was
ghost-writing for Falwell—as
well as for other conservative
figures like Pat Robertson, Billy
Graham, Jim and Tammy
Bakker, and Oliver North—
White says he never wrote “a
single line of antigay rhetoric.”

“] was just a hired gun,” he
says. “Because 1 had a doctorate
in religion, my publisher
[Simon and Schuster] often
hired me out to these religious
leaders who needed ghosts. |
knew how to speak their lan-
guage. At that time, however, |
thought it was wrong to be gay,
and that's why I was going
through all those treatments.
So I was in the midst of a mess
of my own at the time. I was on
valium and really half-crazed
trying not to be gay.”

White publicly came out of
the closet on Pride Sunday,
June 27, 1993, when he was
installed as dean of the Metro-
politan Community Church’s
Cathedral of Hope in Dallas. In
1995, he became MCC's minis-
ter of justice (an unsalaried
position), and the following
year, he and Gary moved back
to Southern California. They
now make their home in
Laguna Beach, where they
have recently started Soulforce,
an organization they say is
“committed to teaching and
applying the principles of non-
violence on behalf of sexual
minorities.”

‘CONFRONTING THE
RELIGIOUS WRONG
In February of 1995, White
was arrested for “trespassing”
at Pat Robertson's Christian
Broadcasting Network. The
story of his arrest and his
subsequent 22-day prison fast
continued on page 42
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was one of the 200 members of
the gay, lesbian, bisexual, trans

gender; and allies community to
meet with Rev. Jerry Falwell an 5
his followers in Lynchburg Virg
Having been raised a Srnnl er
Baptist, holding my undergrad
degree from a (then) Sou_hm n

o
- i

o -
i

tist university, and having
my life in vastly Southerr
communities in Naorth Carc -In- mr‘l
Virginia shapes my perception ofthe
gathering. My percept )
shaped by my 20 years as a queer
activist in the South..the fact that
my lover of 14 years died of AIDS
in 1996..the fact that | a
member of the people-of-faith com-
munity..and the fact that many of my
friends have been hurt or kil
antigay viotence.
<As | expected, Falwell and his fol-
lowers were gracious and hosp
(A typical Southern trait which ha
to do with anything in the final an
In their eyes, we gqueers a f
we're going to hell, that's it for
that...could you please
lemonade and take a
before you do!

eéd by

pass me the

little for yourself

that | did not

hing i'l.l_"!i"lr:![""..‘-.:

jerry Falwell said he was

ut us be-

he has said

Duht WAIT

That's a new

= donhe or sald
next critical
ng to be more
In the future
2 vioighce

1S 1S a ne-

S There wearne

belief in love,
understanding. There
Whte who
of the radical

wement in this coun-

and with many leaders

ming out himself,

Surraunding us were the pictures
of all the human beings who were mur-
dered in recent months..the known
victims of hate crimes.

As | thought about why | felt com-
pelled to attend this meeting in
Lynchburg and considered what might
actually come of it all, | looked at the
pictures, | thought of the people repre-
sented by those pictures who were
savagely beaten and murdered. | de-
cided that the reason | was there was
because | know that the hate directed
toward us every day is derived in large
measure from the hateful rhetoric
which spills out of our TV sets, our ra-
dios, from our pulpits, and from our
corner taverns every day it's important
that we tell folks when they hurt us; it's
important that they know that hateful
words can translate to hateful acts.

| care deeply and passionately
about viglence. | hold Jerry and many
others responsible for words that have
led and continue to lead to violent acts.
| abhor that Jerry heard candemnation
of his words this weekend from 200 of
us and we looked him in the eyes
when we told him and his followers
our stories. He told us he's going to try

we've told hum that we'll
yack
2rry's new
ch,but it is

had before from a

to da better
hold tum to fis word and we'll
to him

fhe lies to L
promise isn't necessarily mu

more than we've

continuous leader of the radical reli-
glous right in this try.

Now we need ta hold Jerry to his
d. If he falls back to his
hateful ways, we should remind him

new standar

dg‘tln ana a gain
should look him in the eye aga

of his pr

who believe as |

of the pain and violence t
subject us
Als should renew our efforts

stop acts of verbal violence whether
those words

cer, a politiclan, a parent, or a

come from a preacher, a
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continued from page 40

made headlines around the
country and prompted
Robertson to publicly denounce
antigay violence.

Some four-and-a-half years
later, White signaled his inter-
est in confronting Falwell. On
June 5 of this year, he wrote the
first of a series of “Open Letters
to Jerry Falwell.”

“I've been reading your
autobiography again—it still
moves me,” the letter began.
“And I'm not just saying that
because [ wrote 1t.”

White then called attention to
the fourth chapter of that book in
which Falwell described his trans-
formation from being a staunch
segregationist in 1964 to repent-
ing and baptizing the first black
member of his church in 1968.

“Could it be that you are
blind to a tragic new reality,
that the consequences of your
antihomosexual rhetoric are as
evil for the human family as
were your sermons against
integration?” White asked in
the letter.

Responding in
the July issue of his
National Liberty
Journal, Falwell
urged White to
return to his wife,
stating, “The issue,
Mel, is that you have
sinned against scrip-
ture, the Lord Jesus,
the church at large,
and your own dear
biological family.”

In his second
“Open Letter,”
White threatened to

o
8
=
&
2

)

Mel White (right) and his partner Gary Nixon

ter committed suicide
after years of rejection
from her family.

An elaborate series of
peace offerings included a
$20,000 donation from
White's delegation to
Habitat for Humanity,
along with an invitation to
Falwell's supporters to
help them construct a
home in Lynchburg. Gifis
presented to the Falwell
delegation included ti-leaf
leis from representatives
of the Hawaii Marriage

mobilize 5,000 gay Christians
for an October protest outside of
Falwell's Thomas Road Baptist
Church in Lynchburg. After

a personal meeting with

Falwell in August, however, the
two agreed instead to attempt
the impossible —a rational
dialogue between gay and
antigay Christians.

White attributes Falwell's
change of heart to the much-
publicized recent murders of
Matthew Shepard and Billy
Jack Gaither, after which

7

ome home

to your Resurrection
MCC family on Thursday, November 25
at 11 a.m. for a special Thanksgiving
service and join us for a bountiful
Thanksgiving luncheon after the service.

Everyone is welcome.

Resurrection MCC

\

\§

1919 Decatur * Houston, TX 77007

713/861-9149

www.mcer-hou.com

\

Falwell was severely criticized
for helping create a nationwide

.atmosphere of hate with his

antigay rhetoric.

“When so many people were
blaming him for it, [ think he
had to look at his heart and say,
Could that be?” says White.

Two months of back-and-
forth negotiations preceded the
historic meeting. White asked
Falwell to arrange housing for
the gay delegates with his
church members, but Falwell
balked, citing a biblical passage
saying Christians shouldn't
house unrepentant sinners,
Instead, members of 24 sup-
portive local churches opened
their homes to the delegates.

The original plan also called
for the delegates to share a meal
at the meeting, which was
important to White as a sym-
bolic breaking of bread. Again,
Falwell nixed the idea, saying
that the Bible instructs Chris-
tians not to eat with sinners.

White's delegates included
200 people from 30 states.
(Texas was represented by five
delegates, all from the Austin
area.) Before being chosen, each
delegate had to take a 17-email
course in nonviolence through
White's Soulforce website. Noted
delegates included Rev. Jimmy
Creech, the Methodist minister
fired from his Nebraska church
for performing a same-sex com-
mitment ceremony, as well as
three gay graduates of Falwell’s
Liberty University.

Also a member of “The
Lynchburg 200" was Mary Lou
Wellner, whose lesbhian daugh-

Project, as well as ceramic an-
gels created especially for the
event by a gay artisan.

CURBING OUR
OWN RHETORIC

Perhaps the most difficult
task for the gay delegation was
apologizing for their own rheto-
ric against Falwell and the reli-
gious right. Falwell pointed to
recent anti-Christian “hate
crimes” like the killings at
Columbine High School in
Littleton, Colorado and at Fort
Worth's Wedgewood Baptist
Church. The evangelist said gay
activists have sent him threat-
ening letters and even contain-
ers of AIDS-tainted urine.

“I think that’s the most
profound question that can be
asked right now: How do we
talk to our enemy about his
faults?” says White. “Gandhi
said you start by stopping talk-
ing about your enemy and talk
to him. You do it in love, you do
it in respect, and you do it
relentlessly. This meeting is
just a symbolic start, but it is a
first. It is the first time gay
people and members of the reli-
gious right have even been in
each other’s churches.”

Asked if the religious right
will ever understand that just
by repeatedly calling us sin-
ners, they may be contributing
to antigay violence, White
recounted the story of an
exchange between his partner
Gary and Falwell at their initial
meeting in August:

“After Jerry admitted he
had to tone down the rhetoric,

continued on pdge 47
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Karen Derr

Houston's *HOTTEST* Real Estate Marketing Company In & Around the Loop...& Beyond! There's a Reasonll)

KAREN DERR

& Associates Realty

HEIGHTS TYPE HOME ON 3.5 ACRES - surrounded by 100 acre horse schooling facility, hardwood floors, high
ceilings. lots of rustic charm. Very secluded and includes old barn with tack room. $98.500 CAll Karen Derr - 713-862-1600
STYLISH MONTROSE CORNER HOME - 3/2/ 2, very stylish decor, many updates, decks with privacy fence all
around. Fireplace, hardwoods over 2000 s.f. Great for entertaining. $269,900 Call Bill Baldwin 281-731-8314

HEIGHTS NEW CONSTRUCTION-double balconies, views to downtown. hardwood floors. Heights builder with a
record of quality & beautiful detail work. Prime Houston Heights location. $299K to $319K. Call Bill Baldwin. 281-731-8314

loading garage with workshop w/plumbing, Beautiful hardwood floors, big square kitchen wifrig. Karen today 713-862-1600
OAK FOREST CUTIE-3bd 1 bath, large shady lot. So much house for sooo little money. $89.900.Call Mark 713-446-7954.
LITTLE CHARMER IN 6TH WARD - 1 bedroom cottage w/hardwoods. $105.000 Call Paula or Bob -713-862-1600
ART DECO STUCCO = 3 bedrooms 2-1/2 baths totally renovated and ready for move-in. Master suite down has sep.
whirlpool tub & shower, study with French doors. Large updated Kitchen/breakfast room. Almost 2000 sf. $279.900
GARDEN OAKS- hardwoods, central a/c. mature landscape with stone accents. $95,000. Mark Holland - 713-446-7954.
TOWN OF OLD HUMBLE - minutes to airport and a short drive to downtown on 59. +/-3000 sq. ft w/ gorgeous party
room or apartment over garage with fireplace. Updated ceramic kithcen, 2 story fireplace. $178.500 Call Karen - 281-358-8444
HEIGHTS 2 BEDS + STUDY with French doors. Hardwood {loors, large updated kitchen. pretty landscape and woods
behinds make this a rare find in the Woodland Heights. Vintage tile in large bath, $182,000.

4.77 ACRES WITH NEWER HOME- newer brick 1 story, lots of built-ins, ceramic tile, 3/2/2 plus huge workshop
with lots of parking, surrounded by farmland, peace & quiet, Fort Bend county, $255,000. Call Sharon Lee 281-787-4067
TANGLEWOOD AREA TOWNHOME- Over 3000 sq.ft. of luxury. Low $400's Call Wendy Ramirez 281-507-2725
HEIGHTS 2/1 just redone, new centrals, hardwood floors in kitchen & bathrooms, new cabinets, all new fixtures, & much
more, new roof & just releveled & landscaped! $139.000 Call Bill Baldwin - 281-731-83 14

HEIGHTS HOME ON 1/2 ACRE - Backs to ravine with lovely large home and garage apartment. $249.000. Call Bob.
LOTS OF CROWN MOLDING -2/1 Heights, new kitchen cabinets,deck great street $159.500 Call Mark - 713-446-7954

713-862-1600 / 1- 800-656-7653 or view Lhese Prime Shows al www.KarenDerr.com

LARGE IN THE HEIGHTS -3 bedroom 2 bath, charming home, on Oxford with big front porch and antique garden, rear
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A real couple, Tony Carroll, and his partner, Dr. Bruce W. Smith, invite you into their home for this:
series of seminars in which you will learn easier ways to have happier love refationships.

appropriate partners, identify and overcome what keeps you single,
understand the natural stages of relationships, plus much more.

Cou}_}]&g“@gr‘n to: solidify a new relationship, communicate more clearly, put
recurring problems to rest, enhance romance and passion, help you both
get what you want, please partner while pleasing self, strengthen the

relationship, & develop planswhich ensure pleasure.

TONY CARROLL, LMSW-ACP %mé’nozﬂﬁpwmrmn
Consultation and Psychotherapy - November 13 & 14

Licensed Master Social Worker » Advanced Clinical Practitioner R
Nautional Academy of Psychotherapy » Cenified Imago Relationship Therpist : m‘39 SHE per persan
‘October 16 & 17

2211 Norfolk, Suite 505, Houston, Texas 77098

o

=7 o
bl“ qleq le'afn to: date to find the perfect partner, profit from your earlier experi-
2 ences, eliminate incompatible people faster, meet others who want what

you want, explore new places for meeting people, be attracted to more

o

Phone: 713.522.3045
w 'E‘ 5155 Br couple
Day One: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM  Day Two: Noon - 4:00 PM . e P 5
Saturday Lunch Included « Limited Space - 713.522.3045 to Reserve October 26 3
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RUNNING

is Life

Triathlete
Jim
Howley
inspires
others
living
with HIV

by Bradley David

en Jim Howley tested positive for HIV
in the early '80s, his life went into a tail-
spin. He gpent most days self-destructing
on a steady diet of two grams of cocaine, a bottle
of vodka, and two packs of cigarettes.

“I was basically trying to off myself,” Howley
says.

Luckily, he didn't succeed. A few years later,
after he had been diagnosed with full-blown
AIDS and given just 18 months to live, he
decided to start training to compete in a
triathlon —the grueling athletic event that
combines long-distance swimming, cycling, and
running.

“I couldn’t run around the block, and in the
pool I couldn't swim a lap,” he says. “Persis-
tence and my love of life kept me going.”

With only two T-cells, he finished his first
triathlon and soon after ran the Los Angeles
Marathon. At 38, he has now competed in over
40 triathlons and last year completed the presti-
gious Ultraman event in Hawaii; which consists
of a 6.2-mile swim, a 262-mile bike ride, and a
52.4-mile run.

Now up to 350 T-cells and with an undetect-
able viral load, Howley spends almost all of his
time working to enlighten and inspire others
with his story.

“It all started in '96 when 1 did my first
Hawaiian Iron Man,” he says. “That’s when 1
got a lot of exposure—1 went on Rosie and
Oprah, and I was getting continuous phone calls
and letters from people, not only with AIDS but
with other diseases, wondering how they could
kind of do what I was doing and get their lives
back. It started slowly, then I went across the
country to speak and it just snowballed from
there. Basically I travel around, and I talk
about what people might be able to do with
their lives —not so much doing triathlons, but
taking back their lives and getting some control
and seeking treatment.”

For the last three years, Howley has been
promoting AIDS awareness through his
“Transcontinental Triathlon for Life,” where he
literally runs, bikes, and swims 3,500 miles
from Los Angeles to New York City in a
52-day period.

“I bike almost the whole way from Los
Angeles to Chicago,” he explains. “I swim across
the Colorado River and across parts of Lake
Michigan and Lake Erie. Then from Chicago to
New York, I mostly run the whole way."

Having finished this year’s coast-to-coast
triathlon on June 7, he's happy to be home in
Santa Barbara, Calif., where he lives with his




partner Randy, a gymnastics coach at
UCLA, and operates his own organization
called Positive Challenge.

“We have a staff of four people and
were growing each year,” he says. “Since
I began doing the Transcontinental
Triathlon to promote athletics and knowl-
edge about HIV and AIDS, we've started to
take physically challenged athletes with
us—wheel-chair athletes and blind
athletes—and we raise money for
children along the way.

“Different city officials or hospitals may
call us and say, Hey. we have this special
kid who needs this, this, or this,” he
continues. “Because I have AIDS, we
reach out to a lot of kids with AIDS, but
it’s everything—kids in Special Olympics,
kids in wheelchairs...we do a lot with kids
in wheelchairs because a lot of my friends
are wheelchair athletes. We also do things
like sending kids to Camp Heartland
[a camp specifically for kids with AIDS].
Anything they need to pursue their
quality of life”

Rigorous athletic pursuits aside,
Howley credits the new AIDS drugs for his
current state of health. During the past
nine years, he has survivedtesticular
cancer and has battled CMV, a life-
threatening disease common and some-
times fatal in AIDS patients, which took
part of Howley's eyesight. Still, he
continues to travel around the world
competing in triathlons in places like New
Zealand and Germany, and hopes to do a
Trans-Australia “Triathlon for Life” next
year, He also went back and finished
eollege and went on to earn a master’s
degree in clinical psychology. He works as
a volunteer staff therapist at Pacific Pride
Foundation in Santa Barbara.

Howley travels frequently, speaking to
many different kinds of groups.

“The people I really try to reach out to
are under-treated folks—inner-city folks,
women, African Americans, minorities, IV
drug users,” he says. “I just feel that the
face of AIDS is changing so quickly. I think
a lot of groups just really aren’t knowledge-
able about what's available as far as treat-
ment and help.”

- One of his main focuses has become
stressing the importance of HIV-positive
people staying on their medications.

“The problems are really changing,

 Dr. J. David Faber
- Artistic Director
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BOX Saturday, December 4 at 8 pm
243 Sunday, December 5 at 3 pm
OFFICE

TICKETS] Al seats reserved

Call: 800-494-TIX8|  Tickets: $18

TDD: 877-TDD-TINS

& - FHEL

Call 713.521.7464 for more information
www.gmch.org

The Kaplan Theatre at the

JCC's . W. Marks Theatre Center
5601 South Braeswood

(between Chimney Rock & Hillcroff)

The Montrose Singers, Inc., d.b.a. Gay Men's Chorus of Houston is a 501(c)(3) nen-profit organization.

JoANI NuNEz
713.861.0903

TRANSFORMATIONAL
HeaLING & WispoM®

Fenc SHUI FOR HOME & BUSINESS
CerTiFIED CONSULTANT IN BOTH CLassical CHINESE COMPASS

& TBBS ScHooLs of FUNG SHUI = 12 YEARS EXPERIENCE.

ENERGY WORK
SHAMANIC, INTUITIVE, AND TRANSFORMATIONAL HEALING

AstroLocicAL & INTUITIVE LiFe READINGS

HOUSTON PRACTICE SINCE 1983
email: joani@wi.net
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Getting
the Love

Works p:‘?or
Lesbian and

From participating in this
workshop, you can expect:

= To have greater compassion for your partner.

* To discover how the unconscious forces that attract
you to your partner are also sources of conflict.

* To receive new tools for re-romanticizing your relationship.

* To assist each other in healing childhood wounds.

* To learn how to use your relationship for emotional healing
and spiritual evolution.

* To rediscover the joy and spiritual potential of being together.

Workshop Schedule

November 12-13-14, 1999
February 4-5-6, 2000

May 5-6-7, 2000

August 4-5-6, 2000
November 3—4-5, 2000

N
o

A Personal
Experience for
Change and Growth

Workshops presented by

Patrick J.Vachon LM.SW.-A.C.P. |
Certified Imago Relationship Therapist g
Houston, Texas

713/524-1771

E-mail: vachonp] @aol com

Keeping
the Love
You (N

=
-

Workshop

for
Individuals

An intensive 20-hour experience
for individuals who yearn to
discover the positive changes
they can make in their lives to
achieve the lasting love they seek.

The unique design of this workshop
is appropriate for you if you...

» want to understand why you can’t seem to meet the right person;

* are tired of making the same mistakes again and again;

* want to learn how to create and sustain a committed love

relationship;

= are beginning a relationship you want to keep.

The Workshop brings into awareness your unconscious

childhood hurts and the character traits you have

developed to protect yourself from those wounds,

) You will understand how your wounds and
defenses reappear in intimate adult relationships

and how they are replayed with a partner. You will be given

a new communication tool and develop a personal growth

plan that will help you attract and deepen the love you find.

Workshop Schedule

March 10-11-12, 2000
June 9-10-11, 2000
September 15-16-17, 2000
December 1-2-3, 2000

raffic Tickets?

Call (713)356-9435

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

g T

where people are looking to take drug
holidays and doing this thing called pulse
therapy, where they are stopping their treat-

ment,” says Howley. “There are side effects 1
to all the medications—there alway§ have I’
been —and also I think the trend I'm seeing

is that today people aren'’t losing IP friends a h

week or 10 friends a month. People say, “Why
should I take it today? I'll be OK.; And they
won't be OK. The virus comes back even
more virulent. I'm really trying to focus on
ways to help people motivate themselves to
not let this happen.”

He also cautions audiences about
recreational drug use.

“Coming from a two gram-a-day back-
ground, I know drugs are fun,” he says.
“l don’t preach about it because I think
they're out there—you know, ecstasy is fun,
coke’s fun, they're all fun. The problem is
people let their defenses down. That's how
I got infected. I remember who I was with
and getting stoned and not saying no to
unsafe sex. It was just one of those things.
And recreational drugs can also totally shoot

ram-a-day

your immune system, so if you are already
infected, you're cutting your chances.”

Howley often speaks to high school
groups about safe sex and is a strong
advocate of condom use, even between
partners who are both HIV-positive.

“There’s a greater chance at that point of
somebody getting a different resistant
strain,” he warns. “At this point, I've been on
these medications for 10 years, and if I had
unprotected sex with somebody, God knows
what they'd get. They'd probably get a virus
that's resistant to everyvthing. That’s the way
it is out there.

“Every time [ speak, I ask how many
people know somebody in a monogamous
relationship, and everybody raises their
hand,” he continues, “And then I ask how
many people know somebody who's cheated.
Almost the exact same amount of people
raise their hands. It's like, Yeah, you're in
love, that's great—but human nature some-
times says other things. There’s no reason

not to wear a condom. It's just a way of
protecting yourself.”

Howley will be the keynote speaker at Body
Positive's 11th anniversary party on Nov. 17 at
7 p.m. at Stages (food served at 6:30); for more
info on the party, call 713/524-2374. For more
information on Howley, visit his website at
www.tridlife.org or call 805/898-7878.
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White Light
continued ,ﬁr]g page 42

and after he agreed to the summit, he said,
“You know, Mel, I'll always see you as a sin-
ner, and I'll see you and Gary as living in
sin, but, you know, I'm going to love you
and hate your sin,’

“And my partner, who is very reticent
about this kind of thing, jumped to his feet
and put his arm around me, pointed his
finger and leaned down into Jerry’s face
and said, “‘We have been in a loving commit-
ted relationship for 15 years. I love this
man and he loves me. My father just died—
he was in a coma for so many days—and
Mel was there beside me. I have helped
raise Mel’s children and his grandchild. You
can't say, Jerry, that you love us until you
love us as we are.”

According to White, Falwell was dumb-
founded, but Ron Godwin—Falwell’s associ-
ate and former president of the Moral
Majority—leaned across the table, took
Nixon's hands in his and said, “Gary, you're
just going to have to give us some time.”

“To me, that is a fantastic story,” says
White. “He didn't say, ‘Don’t yell at us!' He
said, ‘Give us time,”

Bradley David is a freelance writer based
near Dallas.

Jeff Vannice, PhD

« Gay/Lesbian Issues
Children/Adolescents/Adults
Parenting Issues
Spirituality
Individuals/Couples/Families

1415 N. Loop West, #780

Houston, TX 77008
[Between Shepherd and Ella on the N. Loop)

713-426-4455

Plan Your Christmas

Nn3.524.2333

www.laffstep.com
y Now w/ Wendy Liebman & Kathleen Madi

1952 W. Gray

Denise O’Doherty
3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 210
HOUSTON, 77098

(713) 524-9525

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY

* Licensed Professional Counselor

* Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor
* Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

» Certified IMAGO Relationship Counselor
* 18 Years Counseling Experience

Website Design,
Programming,
&t E-commerce

Need help putting your business
on the Internet? Do you need support
putting your design on a website?
Thinking about E-commerce?
www.atomar.com

AT O M A R

COMMUNICAT.I NS

713-353-4110

www.randolfmassage.com

713+446+4280
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ollowing the most successful
F Houston Women's Festival to

date, the Athena Art Project is
co-sponsoring the upcoming show of
three of the artists who exhibited in
this year’s visual arts show: Tina
DeRamus, Xue Yang, and Ali Jones. ®
DeRamus’ work was to have gone di-
rectly from the Women’s Festival to
Toopees Café. Ali Jones, already

by Sharron Reed

scheduled to have a show on Nov. 12,
invited DeRamus and Yang to join
her. * The board members of the
Athena Art Project then decided to co-
sponsor the event. The goal of the
Athena Art Project is to promote and
highlight the talent and creativity in
the women’s community by, among
other things, providing a forum for
local talent and organizing art shows

for visual artists. The Athena Art
Project was organized with these
principles in mind: Art can and does
change the world; women are worthy;
and the Gulf Coast region, and Hous-
ton in particular, is fertile ground for
creativity and art appreciation of all
kinds. ¢ Ali Jones was the featured
artist at the 1998 Houston Women’s
Festival and got her start there. Xue

Women Drawn to Draw

Three Houston Artists Show Their Skills




Yang entered this year’s juried show and is yet another
case of a woman in our community whose art was previ-
ously unseen due to lack of venue or forum. Her work is
spectacular; yet, until this year’s festival, it was stored
away once completed. ® The public is invited to the open-
ing of this three-woman show, which takes place on
Friday, Nov. 12 from 6-9 p.m. @ 2500 Summer St.
(better known as the David Adickes Sculpture Works
Gallery). The gallery is located at the end of Summer St.,
just west of Taylor/Sawyer, about a mile from downtown
Houston. It is a historic, three-story building housing
various artists’ studios on the first and second floors
and gallery space on the top floor. Plenty of free parking
is available. * For more infomation, please call
713/521-9686, or e-mail hwfestival@earthlink.net or
howl@texas.net. Be sure to add your name to the Athena
Art Project mailing list via www.hwfestival.org.

Three on a Couch (kr): Ali Jones
sports a mustache made from
the hair of Tina DeRamus;
apparently unaware of the
prank is Xue Yang.

OPPOSITE PAGE: “After the Weekend” is an exquisite
drawing from the skilled hands of artist Ali Jones.

THIS PAGE: The beautiful self-portrait (right) shows the
talented Tina DeRamus in a pensive mood, while the
drawing (below, right) shows DeRamus’ humorous
side; and yes, it also shows the “shapely” side of her
lover Jama. Artist Xue Yang presents us with a sen-
sual drawing (below, left) that's easy on the eyes,
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Because
Every
Woman

Needs an

OB/GYN

Sterling H. Weaver Il, MD
Specializing in

* Reproductive Infertility
Evaluations

* Family Planning

*STD Prevention,
Treatment and Counseling

* Prenatal Care

* Management of Adult and
Adolescent Gynecological
Health

Monday-Friday
9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Medicaid and Most Insurance Accepted
1140 Westmont Strect*Suite 200
(713) 451-3030
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LeftOut

by Daryl Moore

Bill Clinton-
His Own Worst Enemy-

The Best Presidential Friend
Gays and Lesbians Ever Had

or seven years, Bill Clinton

has self-destructed and self-

resurrected. He risked his
presidency for a tryst with a thong-
wearing intern. He has shamed him-
self, his family, and his party.

He came in with grand promises
and great aspirations. He will leave
not with a bang, but a whimper. And
no one—more than I—am ready to
see him go.

But, I will waive goodbye to
Clinton’s presidency with great trepi-
dation. Because, with Bill Clinton, |
know what T have. I have a president
who is politically brilliant and per-
sonally weak. One who promises a
lot and delivers a little. One that
created great expectations, but
greater exasperation.

And while I am disappointed
about what Clinton could have
done but didn’t, I cannot overlook
what he did—or tried to do—for
gays and lesbians.

He Tried to Lift the Ban. Per-
haps Clinton’s best intention resulted
in his worst defeat. As soon as he
took office, Clinton announced he
would issue an executive order lift-
ing the ban on gays and lesbians
serving in the U.S. military. Right-
wing Republicans—and a few pho-
bic Democrats—threatened to enact
legislation overriding him if he per-
sisted. So, Clinton equivocated and
we ended up with the “Don’t Ask,
Don't Tell” policy that became law.
What seemed like a decent compro-
mise at the time has resulted in an
increased number of gays and lesbi-
ans being discharged. And, while gay
Republicans blame Clinton for pass-

ing a federal statute that has ended
up hurting us, they refuse to ac-
knowledge that the “compromise-
gone-bad” directly resulted from
their own opposition.

He Supported the Employ-
ment Non-Discrimination Act
(ENDA). On employment non-dis-
crimination, Clinton never equivo-
cated. He issued an executive order
barring antigay discrimination in
federal employment. The Republican
Congress excused itself from com-
plying. Clinton then supported, lob-
bied for. and promised to sign
ENDA if it reached his desk. Unfor-
tunately, it lost by one vote (50-49).
Not surprisingly, both senators from
Texas, Gramm and Hutchison, voted
against it,

He Appointed Openly Gay and
Lesbian Individuals. One year after
taking office, Clinton appointed
Roberta Achtenberg as assistant sec-
retary at the Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD). She
was the first openly gay or lesbian
appointee ever to receive Senate
confirmation. Then, he
appointedBruce Lehman as assistant
secretary of commerce and commis-
sioner of patents and trademarks.
Later, he appointed James Hormel to
be an ambassador. Every time, he
was challenged for appointing a gay
or lesbian, Every time, he stood by

his appointee.

He Invited Gay and Lesbian
Activists to the White House. In
1998, Clinton invited a dozen gay

continlied on p. 52

Daryl Moore is a lawyer in Houston. He has a
general practice and is board ceritfied in civil
appellate law. Daryl Moore can be reached at
DarylMoore@Qutsmartmagazine.com.




by Dale Carpenter

Pain and Clinton
in Lal.a Land

he president is big on pain.
He has felt our pain. He has
brought pain to his mar-

riage. He has witnessed “the
pain...gay and lesbian Americans
have endured.” And Lord knows he
has given us pain,

Bill Clinton went to Los Ange-
les last month to speak about pain to
the very same group of gay politicos
he brought to tears seven years ago.
The occasion was another annual
dinner of L.A.-based Access Now
for Gay and Leshian Equality
(ANGLE), He told them, as he did
in'1992,*
America and you are part of iL.”

Why the audience did not burst
out in uncontrollable laughter at that

T have a vision for

moment is one of the great political
mysteries of the age.

Instead, in the course of
Clinton's rambling 30-minute ad-
dress, they interrupted him with
applause or approving chuckles 41
times. And for Clinton’s labors they
gave him and his smiling comrades
$850.000, a record donation for a
gay political event. This looni-
ness—perhaps to be expected in
celebrity-obsessed Lala Land—is
the consequence of having a presi-
dent for whom politics is therapy
and an audience for whom syco-
phancy is principle.

Clinton did allow that. in the
time since his first ANGLE speech,
“I could have done better.” But he
added, “We're a long way from
where we were,” Let's see just what
that means.

Start with Clinton's promise to
end the ban on gays in the military.
From 1982 to 1994, discharges from
the military
because of

homosexuality declined every year,
Since 1994, the year “Don’t Ask,
Don't Tell” became law. military
discharges for homosexuality have
risen every year.

Life for gay service members
is more painful now than it was
before Bill Clinton told us he had a
vision for America and we were
part of it. And no future president
can undo that damage with a stroke
of the pen since, for the first time
in American history, we have a
federal statute that singles out ho-
mosexual sex for punishment.

Yes, there have been a lot of
firsts for gays during Clinton’s ten-
ure. Look at gay marriage. In early
1996, Clinton loudly approved a
proposed ban on federal recognition
of gay marriage before a bill had
even been drafted, much less intro-
duced and voted upon. The result
was the Defense of Marriage Act.
Clinton signed DOMA—we should
never, never forget this—even as he
chased Monica around his desk.

Who can forget that Clinton
then trumpeted his hypoceritical
defense of marriage on Christian
radio stations? ANGLE can. No
president can undo this damage
either since, for the first time in
American history, we have a federal
statute that explicitly defines mar-
riage to exclude gay couples.

Clinton didn’t mention these
developments in his L.A. speech.
He also didn’t mention one of the
painful little spin-offs of DOMA—
a divisive statewide ballot initia-
tive Californians will face in
March that would define gay mar-
riages out of existence.

Think about it: Clinton goes to
California and fails to stand up

Dale Carpenter, an altorney, serves on the na-
tional board of directors of the Log Cabin Repub-
licans. He is the winner of two Vice Versa awards
for excellence in gay writing. He can be reached
care of this publication or at OutRight@aol.com.
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The many regular activities at the Community Center include the AVES Men's
HIV Support Group, Black Gay and Lesbian Coalition Weekly Meetings,
Lesbian Coming-Out Group, Lesbian Movie Night, Men's Coming-Out Group,
Montrose Writers Workshop, and Wednesday Lunch Brunch. Computer
classes start soon. Call for details.
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more than just another house...
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Winston Hong, Account Executive
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Bank of America Mortgage //
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and lesbian activists to the White
House. He was the first president
ever to do so. At the meeting, Clinton
pledged his continued support for
ENDA and announced that he had put
forth five openly gay/lesbian indi-
viduals for administration jobs that
require Senate approval.

He Signed the Defense Of
Marriage Act (DOMA) Clinton
signed DOMA. No excuses here.
Clinton sold out. He should have
vetoed the bill and didn't. Now we
have a federal statute that defines
marriage to exclude gays and lesbi-
ans, Gay Republicans rightfully bash
Clinton for this spineless act. When
they do, they usually forget to men-
tion, however, that their party spon-
sored the bill, passed it in both
houses, and sent it to Clinton's desk
for his signature.

So, while I'm admittedly sick of
Bill Clinton’s follies, I cannot forget
that he is the first president to even
raise gay and lesbian issues. And, I
waorry about what will happen when
he’s gone because ['m not optimistic
that Al Gore or Bill Bradley—who

are both right on gay and lesbian

issues—will be elected.

I'm worried that George W. Bush
will be elected. And Bush, who says
“every human being deserves to be
treated with dignity,” opposes gay
and lesbian adoptions. He opposes
ENDA. And, he single-handedly
killed hate-crime legislation in Texas.

So, while Bill Clinton should
have done better, [ worry: Is this as
good as it gets for gays and lesbians?
At least for four, eight, or 12 years.

OutRight

conr."ruuf-dg from p. 51

against the most viciously antigay
referendum the state has seen in two
decades. It's just more disgraceful
political cowardice, 1o be sure. But
for once Cligton's conspicuous si-
lence may be an unintended benefit
to the cause. There are, after all, few
public figures in America less cred-
ible on the subject of marriage than
Bill Clinton.

There’s the pain of AIDS, two.
Remember Clinton's Manhattan
Project to cure the disease? Neither
does he. The Republican Congress,

'd really feel more
comfortable with a
female doctor

4101
Greenbriar
Suite 355

JuuiA A.
Kovacs,
MD

INTERNAL
MEDICINE

(713) 520-5537
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e R
those inveterate warriors of the far
right, twice exceeded Clinton’s piti-
able budget proposals for assisting
AIDS patients too poor to pay for
their drugs.

“But the mean Republicans
stopped him from doing more.” cry
Clinton's indefatigable gay defend-
ers. It doesn’t matter to them that in
every instance the president has ei-
ther betrayed us, abandoned us, or
not lifted a finger to help us.

“But he's done so much!” they
counter. In his L.A. speech, the Man
himself listed exactly three things
he’s done for us. First, he claims he
supports ENDA, the bill that would
forbid antigay job discrimination
across the country. Second, he wants
to pass a federal hate crimes Jaw. And
finally, he's given openly gay people
some tasks in his administration.

The first two are nothing.
Clinton has not given one speech
focusing on the necessity or ratio-
nile for ENDA. When he and con-
gressional Democrats reigned
supreme in the first two years of his
presidency, they didn’t even hold a
hearing on the bill. True, Clinton

e

issued an executive order barring
antigay discrimination in federal
employment. But even that Jaudable
act was saved from congressional
oblivion only by the courageous
work of people like Rep. Jim Kolbe,
a gay Republican.

There's no evidence that a fed-
eral hate crimes bill would actually
prevent antigay crimes. Clinton’s
support of the proposal is just an-
other way to tell us he feels our
pain. And gee, wouldn't it be nice
to stop it?

Then there are the openly gay
appointees, dragged out of their hov-
els every time someone questions
Clinton’s pro-gay credentials. I'm
sure they’re all good people. Quick:
can you name one?

Perhaps you thought of the.ca-
pable and urbane James Hormel, a
big Democratic campaign donor, the
one gay person in seven long years
Clinton took pains to defend. As
they say, you have to start some-
where. Luxembourg is somewhere.

All in all, I think I'd ask for my
money back. You tan get a whole lot
of aspirin for $850,000.
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: — Cynthia Canper
;_&:nrr Vidaso Serins

olstan Comets star Cynthia Cooper hits

a winning three-painter with hep new
Ahree-part vidéo series entitled 1 :
Cooper MVPVideo Series”” Cooper
star at WUniversity of Southern Callforni:
pic Gold Medalist, and a three-time Vvt
National Baskettall Association champion w
the Houston Comets, shines brightly in her de
but effort on video.

Program one is appropriately named “A
Champion's Secrets for Success” (40 minutes).
Cooper delves into what has rriade her a charn
pion in basketball and in life. Dedicati
video to her mother, who passed away in
ruary Coopel emphasizes the importane
staying focused and how to live with pass
Cooper, with the charm of a professional mo-
tivaton encourages children I"ul itisTOK to e
yourself, unique and different’

Program two is “Raise four Gam
ing Secrets of a Superstar” (10 mjnu
most baskteball-oriented of the three vi
Fundarmentals and special tect |||z{' ues are
lighted with special assistance
Kim Perrot. The emphasis i offensive bas
with advanced routines for dribbl
and shouting.

Program three." | he Champiorns Ve
(40 minutes), examines Cooper's fitness |
with hér strergth and conditioning
thony Faisone, and includes weight train
cific stretches and exercises, and a |
program that enables Cooper to mainti
excellent physical condition.

The videos will appeal to the aspinng
ketball star. faithful Comets fans, or any
needs motivation,as Cooper says, to "be
best you tan be,' The content as well as the
video quality Is excellent and s ace b

3 tHig

can be purchased ins
a set for $49.95
via the Internet at wwwat-tv.comimvp

e e

ReadOut

Don’t: A Reader’s Guide
to the M!htary s Anti-Gay Policy
¢ Press $14.95 papern
ar at Stanford; presents a comn-
stitutionality of the "don't ask,
licy regarding gays in the mili-
lavers involved in and the
ston administration’s cave-
nembers. She shows how
t5 to dismiss personnel for H«
er than for status, But it has actually
nurt, in which military officials use hear-
seek out “propensity’” for homo-
5, Halley maintains, endangers all
. gay ones. THough her argu-
.tn._.- siim Boiok will help ron-
grasp the fundamental issties
nid mistinderstood policy

s Univers

ervige members not

Gay Essentials:
Fucts for Your Queer Brain .

ri, $1.2.95 paper.
of the popular history column.

>ears I gay Newspapers across fie
book gathers together 101 of
them i rough chronalogl-
o all the way to the Clinton ad-
“oncisely answers 3 question
tor mstorical figure in the queer past,
\ere any gay heroes in the American
MNatalle Barney?";"Was | Edgar
at was the Lavender Menace?’;and
homosexuality lose its official status as a
ins his stories iy & lively, often

Who was

A

Lrnor

readers

Gore Yidal; Sexually Speaking:
CoHected Sex Wrrtmgs

sy Gore Vidal, edited by Donald Weise. Cleis Press

first cuilection of Vidal's nonfiction wiit-
ing it'sa real treat Although
Yaay!' Be has certainly had
Ut homosexual 'Jp,;r*z_nslan as in the in-
snel the Law' and"'Pink Tridngle and
tieet in his lengthy book
'Oy David Reuten's
Wanted to Know About
) t isud. Literary pieces on
Somerset Maugham are a bit:drier
inale—-an interview with Larry
1 the dirt about Washing-
tan, Lincaln, and other histonical figures—is 4 gem,

hich the tw

FEATURED EXCERPT

e itle - current number-one nonfiction best-
| Al Wanted to Knaw About Sex]
nd we know what Freud thought
“Ute about sex. ('Very uptight' -
)} If a jocose approach 1o sexual
Jnease, then David Redbien, M0,
hiatric practice n San Diege:
‘opnimunicable panic, and |
| to have him privately practice
ME, EVer in ‘%ar- Diego, the Vatican of the

state of

eri" by Gore Vidal (1970), In
ing: Collected Sex Whitings

will appeal to both gay and straight
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by Sandra Wilkins

When only the best will do...

A Look at Travel
Guide Books

“True ease in writing comes from
art, not chance,
As those move easiest who have
learn'd to dance... *

—Alexander Pope (1688-1744)

‘ve been in the "word” busi-
I ness longer than the travel

business, 25-plus years now. |
worked for Private Eye Magazine
in London in the ‘70s, a totally ir-
reverent romp of a satirical publi-
cation, making mince of the Royal
Family long before it was fashion-
able. | was a high school English
teacher for a couple of years, until
| realized | spent far more time
babysitting brats than teaching
them anything. Journalism and lan-
guage as career were set aside for
several years as | dove into every
aspect of the iravel industry. My
voyage with OutSmart these pasi
five years as travel columnist has
joyously re-united me with the writ-
ten word and allows me the luxury
of writing about my awn travel ex-
periences. Not only do | plan
travel for others as a career, | too
travel, and | travel quite a lot. Like
you, | prepare relenilessly for my
trips, whether they are to new
places or to places I'm re-visifing.
What do we do when we start
dreaming of far-off places? We
consult travel guide books.

Since I'm both a travel agent
and a journalist, | am familiar with
the entire gamut of travel guides.
I've spoken often of the merits of
this one or that one; some are
good for one thing, others are
good for ancther. For instance:
Fodor’'s are excellent for what,
where, when, how much. Stephen

& Alexandra Mayes Birnbaum'’s
Guides provide essential informa-
fion with a good deal of excellent
writing and sensitivity to time and
place. | enjoy Rough Guides,
though their presentations on paper
are truly “rough,” by which | mean
all black-and-white text with lots of
gray-screened highlights. The
Lonely Planet guide books are thor-
ough, well-written, and many are
lovely to the eye, employing good
color photography to accompany
their text. Who doesn't like the
geeky Rick Steves, whose publica-
tions have been pumped-up by his
“Europe Through the Back Door”
series on TV2 There is a plethora of
travel “guide books” out there.
There are wonderful fravel journeys
ond personal travel accounts; writ-
ten as narratives instead of
"guides,” as | discussed in the Sept,
'99 issue of OutSmart.

But, to my mind, the most excel-
lent and leastknown guide book se-
ries are Insight Guides, whose mofto
is “Only the writing outshines the pho-
tography.” These exquisite books are
published by a company that was
1856 by Gustav
Langenscheidt, and are now in their
third decade of publishing in the U.S.

hese guides have shaped my
Tece‘nt trips to Italy and

France. During my June visit to

founded in

rural France (see OutSmart July &
August ‘99 issues), the information
obtained from the “Provence” series
guided every move for my trip with
my sister Jamie. Last year's trip to
the Italian region of Umbria, where
| shared three beautiful villas with
friends and family, was inspired by
their “Umbria” guide.




What makes these books so ap-
pealing and indispensable to the

savvy traveler? Two things: the
depth and breadth of the text, writ-
ten by experts on each area cov-
ered, and the visual orgasm that
results from the breathtaking pho-
tography. Very few travel guides
include color photegraphs ot all,
much less such a wealth of magnifi-
cent color photos to accompany
the text that go hand in hand with
every Insight Guide. Upon seeing
her first Insight Guide, Jamie ex-
claimed, “My God, Sandra, these
pictures are better than National
Geographic." Upon her remark |
realized that these guides are in-
deed self-contained, single-subject
equivalents of National Geo-
graphic. IF | were just an armchair
traveler, having a copy of any of
these exceptional guides would be
almost enough to take me there.
Each guide is beautifully orga-
nized into meaningful sections that
take the reader on a progressive
journey that results in genuine un-

derstanding of the place. They be-
gin with two sections, Histery and
Features, which cover the country's
culture in lively, authoritative essays
written by specialists.
The largest section of each
guide is devoted to Places, which
gives a full run-down of the aftrac-
tions worth seeing. Then follows the
Travel Tips section, full of useful in-
formation about planning, money,
services, transportation, where to
stay, nightlife, etc. Throughout each
guide there are photographs which
have been chosen not only to illus-
frate geography and buildings but
also to convey the many moods of
the country and the everyday activi-
ties of its people.
n the latest edition of Insight
H Guide Rome, there is a won

derful piece in the Features sec-
tion about the Italian cinema. Un-
der the Fascists the best directors
went into hibernation, to emerge
again after World War Il. Stimu-
lated by the ruins and poest-war
wretchedness, they gave birth to

the genre known as
neorealism—a  vivid
kind of realism which
has laid the founda-
tions for modern film.
let me share:
“Federico Fellini, who
helped Rossellini write
Roma, Citta Aperta
[Rome, Open City],
summarised the unique
atmosphere in Rome

Above: the baroque Fontana del Moro,
designed by Bernini, in Piazza Navona.
Left: the Roman Coliseum.
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that had produced neorealism.
‘We discovered our

own
country...we could look freely
around us now, and the reality
oppeared so extraordinary that
we couldn't resist watching it and
photographing it with astonished
and virgin eyes.’

“Roma, Citta Aperta was
one of the most influential films
of the time, and its unflinching
confrontation with truth skill un-
nerves audiences...and has a
complex symbolic structure.
Each character represents a
larger element of contemporary
society as well as an individual.
The film elevates squalid drug
addicts, priests, German lesbi-
ans and Austrian deserters until they carry sym-
bolic import without sacrificing unique
personalities.”

Interestingly, it was this film that brought
Ingrid Bergman into Roberto Rossellini’s life. A
ter watching the film in New York, she wrote to
Rossellini: *If you happen to need a Swedish ac-
fress who can speak good English, has forgot-
ten all her German, can express herself in

o TR P
RonNIE KEr
REALTOR Associale
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barely comprehensible French and can only
manage ‘ti amo’ in Italian, | would be prepared
to come.” Shortly thereafter “Bergman arrived,
and so began one of the most dramatic love sto-
ries in Roman cinematic history.”

o, I've been familiar with the Insight
Guides since | bought my first—their
guide to the city of Berlin, Germany.
During the early '90s | was blessed to work

with large groups from all over
the United States traveling to the
annual International AIDS Confer-

ences. One year the chosen sight
was Berlin, and with this book in
hand | was able to counsel and
suggest and direct my 300-plus
clients to all that was essential in
Berlin, though | had never been
there personally.

There are now more than 180
individual titles of Insight Guides
available, running the alphabeti-
cal range from Alaska to Water-
ways of Europe.

But guess what? They can't
seem fo stop creating innovative
travel publications. Within the
past year Insight Guides has
teamed with the Discovery folks to publish a
new series of travel books that inspire and as-
tound. The new series goes under the title of
Discavery Travel Adventures, and they intend
to provide travelers with a new kind of re-
source to “explore a passion, not just a place.”
We now have Insight Guides and Discovery
Publishing introducing a whole new breed of
travel guides. The first six in the new series




‘represent a dramatic break from traditional
destination travel guide publishing, as each
takes the reader deep into the heart of a
special interest with evocative essays by re-
nowned authors and experts, rich and color-
ful historical background, lips,
destination profiles, maps, and more than
250 full-color photographs.” Now published
ond available in this series are: Dinosaur
Digs, Whale Watching, Wild West, Haunted
Holidays, Alaskan Wilderness and Ameri-
can Safari.

John Gattuso, a seasoned traveler, writer,
and editor/veteran of several Insight Guides,
has served as director of this project. Gattuso
says, “You could say creating Discovery Travel
Adventures has, in itself, been a true publishing
adventure. The challenge has been to create
books that give travelers both the inspiration
ond practical information needed to pursue
their special interests.”

I know the demographics of QutSmart

travel

readers. | know we are a pretty sophisti

cated, educated, wellraveled, well-heeled
lot who love to travel and, while wanting to be re-
ceived warmly as gay men and women, don't nec-
essarily make the “gay” issue the focus of our
much-deserved vacation dollars.

What |'ve seen as a travel planner these past
five years is more and more gay men and women
calling me to plan quality trips to wonderful
places. Some of the destinations are far-flung and
outrageous; many are textbook standards...Paris,
Rome, London, and those countries’ rural areas.
But almost without exception, my clients want to
experience the rich history and culture of their
destination; with a possing glance at the “gay-
ness" of their chosen vacation spot.

Please—we're here and queer and roam
the net at will; we know where to sleep, eat,
find sex, find bars, find fun....
Fodor won't help you in this area. Nor will any
of the other guides. No, stick with the formi-
dable Damron Guides for the gay-specific part
of your travels. That's net what I'm talking
about here. What | hope to do is inspire my
readers to reach out beyond that part of their
travel experience and grasp the rich rewards

believe me, Mr.

of their destination, which can be supple-
mented by nongay-specific travel guides.
Along these lines, you won't do better than the
Insight Guide series.

In preparation for this column | sallied forth to
our favorite bookshop haunts, including Cross-
roads, Lobo, Bookstop, Barnes & Noble, and
Borders. While | found the most Insight titles at

convenience
Meal Center
Nutrition Center
Organic Produce
Wine Chiller
Floral Shoppe

Pharmacy
Deli/Pastry Shoppe

Self Service Seafood

Sara Lee Sandwich Shoppe
Rotisserie Chicken

Flame Grilling

e b et

' ) Montrose Blvd.
/ Phone: 713-526-7865
Pharmacy: 713-526-1239

Your Kroger Signature store on
Montrose offers one-stop-shoppmg

FTD Worldwide Floral Delivery

i, S e b o A

Bookstop on Shepherd, none of our local shops
seem fo carry even 20 percent of the more

than 180 fitles now in print. Even more disappoint-
ing, the new Discovery Travel Adventures series is
almost nonexistent in our local bookstores.

So, | can't believe I'm saying this, but like the
airlines are encouraging you to book directly
with them via the www and bypass your profes-
sional travel agent, | must suggest that you con-
tact Amazon.com or Barnes & Noble.com to
browse and then purchase from the enfire range
of the Insight Guide or Discovery Travel Adven-
tures series of travel guide books.

Remember your first Popsicle fram the
"here comes the ice-cream man”? Remember
your first créme brulée? You get the point.
We're beyond “Let’s Go Europe” and “Europe
on $10 a Day”...go for the gold, my friends,
and go far, live well, and have fun.

Till next time, cheers to you and yours|

Sandra Wzlkms ig |
the owner of The
Travel Partnership
in Houston. Her e-

mail address is

outtravl 1@aol.com

REAL ESTATE, REAL EASY™

aa
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Want answers to your

profound questions?

Yes Maybe

THANK YOU!

| would like to thank everyone for giving me the
honor of psychic of year, third year in a row.

Gift Certificates Available ® Call for an appointment.

astrologer/psychic advisor

Madilyn Stein

713-822-7232
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4101 Greenbriar
(713) 521-1700
Larry Harrison, RPh

Filling your prescription is the ecasy
part. Any pharmacy can do that. But
if you have questions or concerns, and
would like to speak to your pharmacist
without everyone Immmu— well,
that’s not usually an option. At

CRIPT, we know d}spuhllm

is nnl', one aspect of HIV

We offer a confidential setting
where you can ask questions and
review information- without having to
keep your voice down to a whisper.

Ron Cummings, RD
nutritonist

7 Montr
713) 522-7373
l!l Southward, RPh

WwWw.statscript.com

=
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AUTO REPAIR

1511'/2 Tarr AT WEesT GRrAY

ReasonABLE RATES
HonesT & RELIABLE
ForeiaN & DomesTic Auto
ServIiCE & MAINTENANCE

SAVE
20% OFF

" BRAKE SERVICE

| |
1 $ |
| Heg s11995 |
|

stall new frant disc pads or rear shoes |

r Ry Sy A SR L

rface !ronr rotors or rear drums | Total COSt Of Repair
| (Parts and Labor)
‘ One coupon per | One coupon per visil. Not vald with

b any ather ofler Expm_us. 11/30/99 J_ any other offer. Expires 11/30/99 /}

) (:=1|¥ He works with a feather duster.
\(i["Jgot a problem with that?

Tony Akin and

Man-Maid Cleaning Services.

To you, it’s just a little feather thing.
To dirt, it’s a sledgehammer.

Call: 713.993.9737 Page: 713.949.1861




The Source

Community

* Adoption. Family 1o Family Adoption Services is an adoption
networking agenty in partnership with several nonprofit adoption
agencies who are dedicated to finding loving homes for thousands
of orphans; They sponsor a free workshop for prospective adop-
tive parents seeking more info about adopting children from China,
Russia, WUkrane, India, Romania, & Guatemala. Single men & women
and couples from 25-57 years old ara eligble. Infe and/or next
workshop date; 713/219-1472 or Fam2fami@ac|.com

» After Hours (Radio) Saturdays, midnight to 3 am. Featuring the
QMZ [Queer Music Zone) with imemy Carper. KFFT 201 FM. 713/
526-4000.

* The Amazon Xociety is an intergenerational feminist organi-
zation dedicated to the elevation of women in
society by addressing prictical issues through the

proved by the membership. More info; 281/587-6066

+* EXXON Gay & Lesbian Employees (EGLE) meets monthly
at the Montrose Library to discuss workplace issues, empower-
mant, social events, etc. For more information, call 713/522-6212
* FIRM (Foundation for Interfaith Research & Ministry) Is a
nonprofit organization working with local congregations to sponsor
Care Teams. Volunteers are trained to meet many of the social,
physical, and emotional needs of people touched by HIVIAIDS,
Alzgheimer's, and dementia-related disorders; frail seniors; and other
life-threatening conditions. Care Tearn voluntears view themselves
as frends and extended family who can offer nonjudgmental,
canng, and suppartive services. All services are provided free of
charge. For more info, contact the Care Team coordinator at 713/
682-5995, or e-mail: firm:hou@neosoft.com.

* GAY-INFO can tell you the closest gay business or service 1o

exual, transgendered, & supportive

ment & vitality of gay, lesbrany
heterosexual businesses & pro
Houston area. First Monday each month. Info: 713/
* The Hollyfield Conference Center pr ovides meeti
ference facilities 16 the genaral pubilic & 5

fessional organiza

and lesbian community-basad organiz
Albiny, Ste. 100, @ Tuam H.-»-p
Brent Amspiger at PO, Box 6672 4
at HollyFdtn@AOL COM or F\f'\-m“- 713/523.69

* The Homeless Pet Placement League. —'\ e )nn’nfil arrral
welfare organzation that rescues & rehabilitates stra;
cats & dogs Voluntesnng, foster car iz ¢
* Houston Gay & Lesbian Pulitncai Caucus. lJl Wedn
of each month. 7:30 pm. Lovert Inn, 50

713/521-1000

* Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Cen-
ter, |ncated ir f

1 the heart of M

promotion of a strong mind, mentoring, & per-
sonal/economic development events. Participate in
a res e collective for women wmrl-.-ng T.Dge'[her,

HOUSTON FAERIE CIRCLE

9 om, M-

day, and noon-4 p aturday T
extensive (nformation an cammunity organ

make pew frends, & cultivate an empowerment
lifestyie! More info; Bernadine @ 713/731-0251 or
e-mall: strongflowen@iyahoo.com.

* The Art League of Houston offers free ar
classes g all HIV-positive individuals. Complimer:-
tary lunch provided. Classes are onigoing every
Thursday, 1-4 pm/@ the Art League, 1953 Man-
trose. Mare infor 713/523-9530

* The Bar Association for Human Rights
(BAHR) ts a Houston-area arganization for those
interested in legal ssues affecting gay, lesbian, by
sexual, & transgendered pecple and those living
with HIV. Legal professionals, law students, & oth-
ers interested in these issues are welcome. For
more information, please call john Adcock at 713/
951-3700 or |ADCOCK@brsfirm.com.

* BiNet i a support/socialleducational group
open o all wormen & men exploring their sexual
ity or identifying as bisexual Confidentiality is main-
tained within the group, & the use of assumied
names s respected, Bifet & an active part of the
queer community & is accepting of divierse iif-
estyles. Meets every. Wednesday, 7:30-9 pm @
Toopees, 1830 W. Alabama. For more informa-
tion; 713/467-4380.

» Black Lesbian And Gay Coalition (ELAGC),
an organization dedicated to providing visible lead-
ership in the Afncan-American GLET communiy,
mieets évery Monday at 7 pm @ the Houston Les-
bian & Gay Community Center, 803 Hawthome,
713/524-3818

* The Center for AIDS: Hope and Remem-
brance Project provides the most current HIV/
AIDS treatment Information to health-care profes
sinnals HiV-pesitive individuals and their caregiv-
ers, while advocating Houston as & elinical trial site.
banging mnoviative HIVIAIDS research to local clin
ics. It holds monthly Treatment Mixers for HIV-

The
Houston Faerie Circle
is an unstructured group of queer

men and their friends who gather to explore
spirituality from a distinctly gay and nontra-
ditional point of view. Our nontraditional sexuality
informs our spirituality. Our experiences as queer men
give us a unique point of view. Our sexuality is a power-
ful spiritual gift. As queer men we have special con-
tributions to make to society, we have special roles within
our culture, we lead, we create, we enrich the world.
Anyone is welcome to join the Houston Faerie Circle,
even if you do not identify as a faerie. We come from
many different spiritual paths, from Christian to Pagan,
Jewish to New Age. We share a belief in developing
our own path and cherishing our sexuality.
The faerie movement began as a men's move-
ment, but women and nontraditionally

gendered people have since joined
us and are certainly
welcome.

E-mail: jcorry@gayguides.com
Voicemail: 713/533-0150 (ask for Jeremy)

Website: http://www.gayguides.com/houstonfaeries
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* Initiatives for Children, . nonpro
tion prometing quilty v
children in the Greater He
teers for its.ne
Dept: Speaker
provic
the agercy’s programs

care and train care
care they provide
valunteers,
* Intzgntymou:mn
for gays & lestians in the |_|_
Ind Monday of the

dinner, 7:30 pm & Autry H

positive peaple to discuss openly their successes

and failures concerning treatment. More info! stop

by the centar, 1407 Hawthome, 3-6, M-F, or call 2B1/HIV-INFO.
* Colt 45's is an all-volunteer charity, Despite our name, you don't
have to have an overwhalming love of westen attire. lore, or gung
to be considered for membership. All you need s a big heart and
a willingress to help others when they need it the most. As a
501(e)(3) charity, and to serve the Houston HIV/AIDS community
by the best means possible, Colt 45's created the AIDS Trouble-
Fund, the Stone Soup Fund, & the Till Thacker (Il Memorial Gty
Chartty Fund. Any mean or women interested in becoming a mem-
ber. leave a message at 713/526-6077 or join us the 2nd Manday
of each month at the BRE.

* Dignity Houston is dedicated to the welfare of gay/lesbian
Cathalics & their frignds. Meets Saturdays at 7:30 pm, 1307 Yale
Suite H, 713/880-2872

* Executive & Professional Association of Houston
(EPAH) is established 1o provide a nonpolitical forum for discus-
sion of business'and community affairs, to encoursge and foster so-
cial and business relationships among the membership, and to
support such educational and/or chantable causes as may be ap-

where you are ar where you're traveling anywhere in the United
States or Canada Over 25,000 listings of gay bars, restaurants,
hatels. bodkstores, shops, and everts. More info; B88/429-4630

* Gay & Lesbian Switchboard Houston (CLSH) i© a
nenprafit all-voluntesr organization offering the community
information & referrals to businesses, legal and medical
professionals, and a vanety of organizations. It ilso provides
mformation en HIV/AIDS, coming out, ete. P.O. Box 664936,
Houston, TX 77266-6469, 529-3211, GLSH also operates the
Hate Crmes Maotline, 713/529-9615

* Gay, Lesbian, & Straight Educators Network (GL5EN),
The goal of GLSEN is to make schocls safe for everyone—straight
and gay. All interested persons are invited to attend the meetings
every 3rd Wednesday @ 7:30 pm, First Unitarian Universalist
Church, 5200 Fannin @ Southmore. For updates or more
information: writa to GLSEMN-Houston, P.O. Bax 541871, Houston,
Texas 77254, Call 713/529-4571 or e-mall. GLSTNHou@aol com
* Greater H Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Com-
merce (GHGLCC) fosters & promotes the economic develop-

1
* Kolbe Project (= an ccumen
gays, lesbians,; & other sexual minonties rmod
try of St Francis of Assisi. Patluck & commuinit
first Thursdays, 7 pr. Healing
Spiritual Direction by appaintment; | I."-’;-Il }
Far more info: 713/861-1800 3
= Lesbian & Gay Voices | 3) Mendays,
news, Music, interviews, reviews, and commentary
7131526-4000
* Log Cabin Republicans, ‘ith [Mone
(sacal), T pm (mes . Renata’
* Marriages. MO FEE for g
are parformed at anyona's |
permission of their chure ster. | am ar
throtgh the Universal Life Chur e
rized 1o perform all ministeral services (b
als, & conduct church mestings), Liv
t57 bruee_37@cheerful car
* Montrose Writers Project. !
essayist & playwright, leads this ong

More infa: 713

ach mcnth, &3

Dian, or t rare,
> horme ot

g4 in Galveston. E-mail address
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Wiling exercises. group roadings. & discussion. $7 per sessio
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“To live joyfully is to live in hope.”
-Judith Bruder

Human beings can survive
almost any circumstance
excep! the complete loss

of hope. Fortunately, hope
is o very resilient quality.

Best of all, hope
is a renewable quality.
Rebecca L. Ingalls, M.S,, LP.C.
Counselor/ Madiator/ Psychotheropist

Individual/Group/Family Counseling
Parenting Classes & L.P.C. Supervision
Rebecca L. Ingalls, M.S., L.P.C.

713.721.9343
By appaintment only * Sliding Scale Available
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Debbie’s
Style Shop
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Men, Women, Children

869-8977

10 amio 7 pm Tues - Sat '

Walk-ins Welcome!

Voted “Most Romantic B&B" by Texas Triangle, and
“The Best BRB" by San Antonio Current readers

e Serirnted Lo I/

[NN ON BROADWAY

Luxurious suites and guestrooms—some with jacuzzis
and fireplaces. Walk to River Walk, major convention
hotels, and convention center. Rates from §79,
includes breakfast in bed! 210-220-1092 forinfo.
620 Broadway, San Antonio 78215 email: travelZsa@earthlink.net




dreen into homes that are safe. loving, and permanent, please call
713/529-1396.

* Crisis Inter ion of H s for 24
howr crss-mtervention 8 s req
53 hours of traming 8 a commitment of 4 holrs & week; cash ton
tnbutions for hotline & counseling programs. P.O. Box 130866,
Houstary 77219, 7T13/527-9864

* Crossroads |5 a support group for
carrantly in full-time ehurch work, o
pursuing their calling. Not exclukivily for
chaplains, administrators, mus|gans, or
educational-directors. 3rd Saturday of each moenth &
throughout the manth. Call 681-9082 for dates, time, and place
* Gay & Lesbian Helpline. Our phone counselors can help you
clanfy & priontize your ssues & sart through aptions. The helpline
15 an anonymous & confidential safe spa
thaughts. Whether you are cornad about co
resources, or even |ust finding something U
Lot us be the ear you read. Qur sl
supportive and have your best interest at he
Community Hisalth Canter’s Gay & Le
&-11 pm, Sat-Sun 5-10 pm. 1-888-340-GLAT (45
* Gay & Lesbian National Hotline (CLIH)
organization, providing mformation; refer:
to the gay, lesbian, bisexual and tran ptm‘lruﬂ-n communities.
Informanion s also avalable for thos yreslated
msues. Thesernces are free and anonymans: The houss are 5-% pm
(M-F} and 11-am-4 pro (Saturdays), The toll-free pumber s 1 -B88-
THE-GLNH (1-888-843-4564), E-maill GLNHE@GLNH.ORG

* Gay & Lesbian Switchboard Houston (GL5H) 16 a
nohprofit all-voluntesr srgunization offering
information & referrals to busi
professionals, and a variety o
infarmation en HIV/AIDS, coming out atc,
Housten, TX 77266-646%9, 529-
Hate Crimes Hotline, 713/529-9615

+ Gay Fathers of Houstan s 1 support
meet every Monday, 8-930 prm at Grace Lutheran
Waugh, 1o discuss-problems gay fathers share. ™
directions: B&1-6181

* Gay Male Survivors of Childhood Sexual Abuse. [
trose Counsaling Center is offering a therapiy group designe
prowide a safe environment for men whio share this type of
rience to work togsther to resolye the impacts of the trauma on
everyday life Services are provided
sutance is accepted, Certain resty
mation, call Shane Hennesey at 71
* Gay Men's Process Group & a generdl process group deidling
with life issues tHat effect gay men {eommg out. ¢ -
fationships/dating. etc), Mare nfo: Banel Ga
at 713/526-8390, E-mail: danjel ;
wiwvw.dansmpdnet

* Gay Men Survivors of Childhood Sexual Abuse i
asafe place lor reclaiming our les through the thaing of our sto
nes with respect, understanding, & deceptand
ward healing: Offers intensive 8-week therap
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i further inficr

our [ourmey 1o
sup limited to 4-5

Financial
Services, Inc.

Dm * Income Tax Service
* Past Due Returns
Dm * Out-of-State Returns
DDD * Estate & Trust Returns
* Business Bookkeeping
* Business Tax Returns
* Notary Public

(713) 522-9000

Fax: (713) 5266588
2615 Montrose Blvd. * Houston, TX 77006

mert required. [nfo; Chostine Coberly £ 713(526:1017; ext. 208
* Gay Men Survivors of Domestic Abuse 15 clised support
up for gay men wha are beng abused in thewr present relation-
ship erwhe are dea T a past abusive
refationsiup: Abus

ary be emotiz
1 il or sexual. Survivor
Ciddl thoughts, olaticn

A suppon group offers a safe pl
from ullnrrs or ju
Russ R

osteerm, Sui-

iy expenence low se
sense of shame, or embarrassiment.
o 1o SHare your experier
creshing ar more info
11 and leave your name & a

leam

v Fo

safee phone rumt e your call can be returmed:

* Grief Groups (bereavement, lusslestrangement) are closed 6-
oups for those who have |ost a loved one to [HIVIAIDS
nmary emotional relationships.
1 1440 Harrold. For sched-
uiefassessment: Chistine 7 '-jf'}:'l': 1017, ext 208.

* Gulf Coast Transgend ty masts 2nd Saturdiy
al sach manth (& dressing required). Open discussion 15t &
3rd Thirsday of #ach moth frassing not required), PO
dow 66643, Holston, TX 772 7804282

+ HCDA (Helping Cross Diresseis Anonymols) s a suppe
for transgendered ped cated o helping those who are hay-
ing difficulty a ar for those mvelved with a

week

coepting them

transgendered mdovidual who is having trouble adjusting. HCDA's

philosaphy s that the athing opposie To one's tirth

sex 15 but an outward marfesta of aninner feeling. HCDA I8
run by-a licensed counseior and has beon mesting vnce fan, 1991,
All are welcome: Maets Tuesdays. 7-% pm @ 239 Wastheimer (Su

zarine Anderson Properties)
* HIVIAIDS Treatment Mixer. open forum for sharing info.,
A 3rd Tues F pm. Wemen's mixer 4th
Wed. of the manth, D-E g, 1407 Hawtharne, 927-821%9,
* Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals
(HAT.CH.) 15 open to gays and lestiars, age 13-20, Frdays, 7:30-
10 prm & Sunddys, €:30-2 pm, Locationfmaore nfo: 713/942-7002
* Houston Area Women's Center provides shefter, suppart,
rALL survivors of domestic wialence and
o hothres. one far domeste
3625) and one for sexual
B-1691). Monresidential
ual & group counseling, fegal
5 services, and job training,
HJ"~\"\-L_ 50 manages the Second-to-None Resale Shop on
We lunu*r All se charge. Volunteers are alwoys
needed, ( 3. O Waugh Dr. @ Dallas
. Houstcm Gay & Lubian Parents (IMGLP) support group
pertanmg to today’s gay familles. If you haye
chitdren, thes support group can help with
roblems, fwrn relatienships, ete.
Child-care prowded. Grace Lutheran Church, 2515 Waugh i, the
2nd Tuesday of the-manth, 7.9 prn. More info: 713284-493%,
. ]ewuh Family Service offers individual. couple & family coun-
seling to indivicduals of all ages regirdiess of sexudl onéntation or
ssivnal counseling stall have received
an, bigexual & transgender issues
roblems, relation-
ted concems &

11's [mikor, of the manth 7

and advocacy serviges for

8-RAPE. TTY 713
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rt group,

other ssues frequently fazing sexual minonties. Services are ofiered

on a sliding-fee-scale basis. To make an appomtment or for mere
mfor 713/667-9336

* Just For Us ([FU) is a social and suppart group for youth in the
&th through 12th grades wha have gay of lesbian parents Spon-
sored by Mouston Gay and Lesbian Parents 284-4939

* Lambda Center A.A., 1201'W, Clay, Houston, TX 77019 for
mesting times, call 521-1242

* Lesbian Coming-Out Group is cpen to all wornen regard
of age & length of time out $3 donation is requested but not
redquired. 2nd & 4th Tuesday each month, 7:30 pm & the Houston
Lesbian & Gay Cammunity Center, 803 Hawthome, 713/524-3818
* Men's Coming-Out Group. Fach mesting mcludes discussion,
support. & a socal activity, A B3 donation'is requested bt not
required. 3rd Frdiy each month at 8 pm @ the Houston Leshian
& Gay Community Center, 803 Hawthame, 713/524-3818.

* The Men's Network is for gay & Bisexial men 10 come
together in a sale & supportive environment to learm & share about
iseues that affect them, A donation of $3-85 & requested, howsver,
alt men are welcome, regardless of thelr ability to pay. The 2nd &
4th Tuesdays of every manth, 7159 pm @ Mantrose Cautseling
Center, 701 Richmond, 713/529-0037

* Montrose Counseling Center offers numerous counseling
groups, includmg groups for men & women fning with HIV, peaple
in recovery, lesbian survivors of cancer, sunivors of sexual abuse
lestian survivors of demestic violence & more. The center needs
office furmiture, equipmient & interestad citizens (o serve on boards.
707 Richmond. For mote info (24 ). 713/525-0037.

* Muscular Dystrophy Association, Houston/Gulf Coast pro-
viddes monthly support groups for adults with reuromuscular dis-
eases, for people with ALS (Lou Gehng's Disease), for parents of
MOA children, and Spanish-speaking groups. Far the most curment
info on these ongomg groups, call the MDA office at 713/522-3941
* Out Together is a support group where ndwiduats & couples
can share thoughts, expenences, & knowledge about mixed anen-
tation marnmages—where one spouse considers him/herself gay,
lestyan, or bisexual. 15t Sur. & 3rd Thur. of sach month. Confiden
tiality ensured. Questions: Bob 713/667-1535 (RobitxS4i@anl com)
ar Jackie 281/558-3159 (jackie_mag@msn com)

* Overeaters Anonymous ((OA), For Infarmation about DA
50 regular weekly meetings, call 713/973-6633

* Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians And Gays
(PFLAG) Houston, General mieeting with small group discussions,
1st Sunday of each month, 2-4:30 pm, Chrst Church Cathedral
1117 Texas Ave. Mid-month discussion groupsmeets 3rd Tuesday of
each manth, 7:30-2 pm, Church of the Emphiny, 9600 5. Gassner
@ Brssonnet 2nd midimonth discussion group meets 2nd Tuesday
of each manth, 7:30-9 pm, Hollyfield Conference Canter, 2700
Adbany, PFLAG Houston Helpline: 713/8467-2020

* Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians And Gays
(PFLAG) Galveston County — 3rd Sunday of each month, 2
prm, @ AIDS Coalition of Coastal Tesxas, 1405 39th St 409/744-
3200 or janettexas@an] com

* Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians And Gays
(PFLAG) Woodlands — 3rd Sunday of each menth, 2 pm
Narthwood Unitarian Church, 1370 N, Mill Bend Dr. For more
info: 713/867-9020,

* Project CAESAR s the Gay Men's Health Initiatve a1 AIDS
Foundation Houston. By prowiding the latest information and edu-
cation to the gay community, Project CAESAR intends to stow HIV
infection rates among gay and bisexual men in Houstan, Through
self-esteem, motivational and relationships topics, the program
helps uncover healthy paths buried under the pressure of evary-
day life. it also reaches over 20,000 men a year in the Holston arsa
through its outreach team, The Legion, To attend a warkshep,
velunteer for The Legion, or 1o find dut more info, call the Project
CAESAR staff at 713/623-6796. E-mail: educationiBaids help.org

* PROTECT (Fecple Respecting Ourselves Through Estabiishing
Community and Trust) 1s a walk-in support group for HIV-negative
people to share our expenences, strengths, & hopes in an effort 1o
reman HIY negative and to help ourselvesunderstand & change
behaviors that could lead to infection. Tuesdays, 7-8:30 pm, Benng
Church, 1440 Harold, info: Russ Robinett, 713/526-1017. ext. 211

* STEPS s a transitional lving facility for homelest young aduits
between the ages of 18-21. Services include free housing, GED
prepardtion, independent living skills training in money manage

ment, housekeeping, apartment search, nutrition, HIV/STDs, drug
& aleohol awareness, job search, on-site case managemerit, coun-
seling & referrals. After completion of our 6-% month program. i

ents will be referred to independent housing and will be provided
with up to 1 year of supportive serices. STEPS Program provides
culturally competent senaces to gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender
& heterosexual young adults: HOPE Center, 3118 San Jacnto. For
mare info: 713/524-1992,

* StreetWise Houston is a drop-in/educational & suppant
centen for homeless, street. & lesbigay youth, ages 13-24, located
@ 202 Tuarmn. We priovide HIV support groups. drug intervention,
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+ Bering Omega Community Services provides seven pro-
grams free of charge for persans living with HIVIAIDS: 1. Advacacy
Program helps us keep current with HIVIAIDS issues and congress
(713/524-9304); 2. Benng Care Center is a licensed aduht day-care
center (713/529-6071, ext 141); 3. Dental Clinic provides compre-
hensive dental care (713/529-6071, &xt 120); 4. Financial Assistance
provides comprehensive budget planning, financial counseling and
financial assistance (713/520-5327), 5. Omega House provides
resideritial hospice care {713/523-7110); 6 Sentry Program pro-
vides in-home care visits (713/524-9304, ext 103); and 7. The
Berng Care Metwork provides counseling & support groups (7137
526-1017), To volunteer or make an in-kind contnbution to any of
the Benng Omega Community Services programs: Joanne Reich,
LMSW (T13/523-7110). To sponsor a benefit or give & financial
contnbution: the development office (713/524-9304, ext 100).

* bodypositive Wellness Center (BPWC) prowvides a venue
where qualified clients with HIVIAIDS can obtain HV-specific nutn-
ticral assessment/counseling, supervised resistance exercise, massage
therapy, chirapractic adjustmants, relaxation classes, community fo-
s, peer counseling groups, & at-cost nutribional supplements. The
3.manth core program enables clients to take important measures
in restoning their health & quality of life as they augment the positive
effects of advanced drug treatments. (Yoga Classes are held every
Tuesday at 6:30 pm and Thursdays at 12:30 pm, with a imited 15-
person particpation & a requested $5 donation. Ask for Tom,)
(Chirapractic Therapy services are held Tuesdays from 3-6 pm and
Thursdays 9enoon. Ask for Alberto or Tom) Info: 713/524-2374
* Camp Hope, for children living with HIVIAIDS, needs sleeping
biags, snacks, suntan lotiors, insect repellents, toiletries, minor medi-
cal equipment (e.g. thermometes), toilet paper, tolletry kits, camper
duffel bags, bed linen, fruit juices, soft drinks, and so forth. For more
infol Mecie Hardin or Mike Mizwa, §23-6796,

* Casa de Esperanza needs new or gently used children’s
clothes, sizes birth to 14; new children's socks and underwear; me-
dium, large, and extra-large diapers and pull-ups; baby wipes, pa-
per towels and toilet paper; and food for homes that serve abused,
neglected, and HIV-positive children, P.O. Box 66581, Houston
77266-6581, 713/529-0639

* Family Hospice is dedicated to serving people expenencing
the final phases of life & those who care for them. We provide
comprehensive services through our commitment 1o the highest
standards of care: Violunteers can assist in a vanety of tasks: patient
care, nursing home volunteer, respite or relief visit for the caregiver,
bereavernent phone calls/visits, office work, assist during training
seminars, delivery person, crafts volunteer or'other activities. To in-
quire about volurteenng. call Kevin Phillips @ 713/230-1746.

* Houston Buyers Club provides vital nutritional supplements
& info at no profit to people lving with chronic illness. ‘We wel-
ceme business from people who are not living with chromc illness;
it fimancially supperts our mission. Phone 713/520-5288; fax 713/
521-7419: Web sie houstonbuyersclub.com; e-mail address
hbc@neosoftcom; mailing oddress 3400 Montrose Blvd., ste, 605,
+ Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI) s a nonprofit organization
whase mission s to identify, address, educate, serve, & empower
the Houston lesbian community in all its diversity, on issues of
health & well-being, Board of directors meetings are on the first
Tuesday of each month, 7 pm @ Hollyfield Conference Center.
Volunteers are needed to assist with health fairs & other events &
activities, Call 713/603-0023; write POB 130158, Houston 77219,
* Lesbian Health Outreach Project is a united effort of Mon-
trose Counseling Center & Montrose Clinic to educate lesbians
about nsk factors for breast cancer, breast self-exam techrigues,
& other health cancerns and to provide low-cest (sliding scale)
well-woman examns that include pelvic exams, pap smears, breast
axans, lab work, & referral for mammograms when needed. These
services are available by appointment only at Mantross Clinic, 713/
830-3000. To inquire about therapy support group for lesbians
with life-threatening lliness o to schedule educational presenta-
tions through Montrose Counseling Center, 713/529-0037
VNA Hospice s a nonprofit Uinited Way agency
that provides in-home care to terminally ill patients in Harris
Caounty. We are currently recruting volunteers to provide emo-
tional support & practical assstance to the patients in their neigh-
berhood, Traiming (held on weekends) is prowided to prepare you
for the job: No medical skills are required. The next training ses-
sion begins in September. More infol 713/630-5513, i

* Milam House Volunteers Needed! Reach out, make a differ-
ance, show comeone you care. Walk the talk at Milam House, a
residential center for people living with HIVIAIDS. Volunteers work
directly with the residents, providing cormpanionship & ematanal
support in a one-on-one setting Mare info, call 713/520-9248 or
e-mall ahhvintri@neasoft.com. You can alse wsit the Web site at
httpfwarw neosoft com™Milaminfof@pwach.org,

* Montrose Clinic/Houston Clinical Research Network i
a community-based, nonprofit agency, it prowides low- or no-cost
health, social, educational, & research services; specializes n treat-

+ Methodi

ment of sexually transmitted diseases & HIV/AIDS care. Needed:
cash gifts for indigant-patient care; volunteer time from general &
specialty physicians/lay persons interested in HIV counseling/office
support. 215 Westheimer. Please call the clinic @ 713/830-3000
for current outreach HIV-testing sites

* Next Step is a confidential educational workshop for those who
are HIV positve. Topics include treatments for HIV, nutrition, safer
e and stress management. Free T-cell count and wral load tests
included. For more info or to sign up for the nesxt workshop: Man-
trose Clinic at 713/830-3000

« Spiritual Gym is an inner-fitness workshop. Sessions incorpo-
rate aspects of different traditions. including Tai-Chi, yoga, &
breathing exercises in the quest for strength & inner peace. §5
donation requested. Meets Thursdays, 6-7 pm, @ the Houston
Lesbian & Gay Community Center, 803 Hawthome, 713/524-3818.
» Steven's House. a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, provides
intermediate care in a homelike environment for men & women
living with HIVIAIDS. Needed: soft drinks, laundry detergent, bed
pillows (new), towels; twin.sze comforters, twin-size sheets (extra
long, fitted or flat), basic cleaning supplies, office supplies, new
bicycle, chest of drawers. 2 comfortable reading chairs. lamps (table
& floor), VCR, cable-ready TV for resident room, bedside tables,
apartment in Montrose area for office/resident’s family lodging:
volunteers for tasksfservices. Info: 713/522-5757,

Suk Ab R ch Treatment is offered free of
charge by The University of Texas Houston Health Science Cen-
ter. Free research treatment programs are offered for cocaine use,
arid cocaine use complicated by ether depression, op@atelherain
use or alcohol use; and for cgarette smoking. and cigarette smok-
ing with alcohol use. Programs may involve indiwvidual therapy led
by trained clinicians and investigational medications. For more mfo:
713/500-2800 or visit the website at http/ftrouthitmegdu.

* Tobacco-Free Greater Houston provides a list of smoke-
free restaurants in the Houston area and works to promote health
through the reduction of youth access to tobiacco & prometion of
a smoke-free environment. For free auide, send SASE to Tobac-
co-Free Greater Fouston, POR 890769, Houstan, TX 77289-0769,
* Thomas Street Clinic is part of the Harms County Hospital
District (HCHD) providing medical, sotial. & educational care to
the HIV/AIDS-infected persan, As an outpatient clinic for the past
10 years, the clinic has proficiently servéd & supported residents of
Harris Cournty in understanding such a complicated disease. Edu-
cational workshops, social assistance, Up-to-date research studies,
& state-of-the-art medical care assists the HIVIAIDS patient daily,
Located at 2015 Thomas St @ Paschall, betwess 145 & N Main,
Mare info: 71377934000, Far understanding of HIV education pro-
grams: 713/793-4026. For bilingual assistance: 713/793-4051. The-
mas Street Clinic's Pavent Adwisory Board 1s an elected board that
advises the Harris County Hospital District on matters conceming
Thorrias Street Clinic. Mestings open to the public, 2nd Wednes-
day sach month, 2 pm, 3rd floor conference room, 2015 Thomas
St. @ Paschall, 713/793-4000.

* Women's Clinic. Montrase Clinic offers a women's health
chinic. Visits include complete well-wormnan examination, lab work,
medication, & referral (fneeded, Fee $40: but no ane tumed away,
Wed. & Thurs. 5-8 pm, by appointment only, 713/830-3000

* Yoga. Free yoga classes. Yoga benefits indmduals by providing
stress relief, better health & a clear mind, achieved by a combina-
tion of physical postures, mental exercises, breathing technigues,
impreved diet Mon, Wed, & Fri_at 630 pm., Sat at .30 am, Free
meditation tlass on Tues, at 630 prn, Devanand Yoga Center, 3115
West Loop South, Ste. 21, 713/965-9642

Social

* Asians & Friends Houston is a social organization lor gay
Asiaris & their frends, made up of couples & singles. Events include
potluck dinners, movie nughts at members’ homes or movie the-
aters, and large parties celebrating Asian holidays. Recogn@ng that
many people are not out of the coset. membership 15 kept canfi-
dential. it's an sasygoing & fun-lowing group, and all are welcome
Infar 713/626-6300 or http!/fmembers.act.com/texasians.

» BiNet Houston is a socal/supportieducational group which 1s
open to bisexuals & bi-mendly indwiduals: Mare info! 467-4380. It
is best 1o call 6-10 pm most evenings; otherwise, leave a message,
& a representative will retum your call utlizang utmost discretion,
* Blueb t Young D rats. As a member of this les-
bian/gay/gay-friendly group of young Demacrats in Texas, you will
have a chance to make a great impact Possible projects include
tnps to Austin, community forums, and other fup activities, Voice
mail 15 6329974 and pager 15 786-0493.

* Classic Chassis Car Club of Houston 15 open fo everyons
(car not necessary) who enjoys cars, trucks, models, automoblia,

"o hanging out with those who dol Meetings are the 15t Monday

sach month. Additonally, the club hosts driving taurs, workshops,




& events-at members’ homes. For locationfmore infor 713/863-
024, ext. 63; or write P.O. Box 920888, Houston 77292-0888
* Garden And Yard Saciety (A Y.5) s a gay gardening clily
for wamen & men. Bhng your gardening friends and supporting
partiers, Meets the 2nd Friday of each month dt 7 pm. Mors info
T13/661-6378, 712520-1066, or 7138698245,

* Gay Alumni Noon Group (GANC ) Gay men & womern
whe are 40 or dlder and thelr fnends and ather persons who might
be interested in addressing the concerms and exploring the interests
of plder gays meet at 1 pm, the 2nd Saturckdy of earh manth {3 the
Mantrose Library, 4100 Meontrose. For more info: lim @ 713/422
6918 or Robert @ 713/665-6446

* Gay & Lesbian Health Pr meets m
viding socials speakers, netwarking, and practitiones
For information or a referral, cdll 7137523-4700

* Gay, Lesbian, & Bisexual Alliance (CLOBAL) ©
social, educational, & polital group for the University of He
gay. leshian, bisexual, & transgendered community and its allles
GLOBAL strives to educate and to b= a resolres to the U com
munity on gay lssues and to provide 2 welcoming atmosphere for
all UH students. It is one of the mest active gay campus organiza
tions in the South and & diverse n its ethnig, racial, rebpious. po-
litical, & gender makeup. It welcomes students from other area
colleges & jumor colleges, who often do not have the support &
resources that LH & GLOBAL do. In dadition, GLOBAL provides
educational Gutreach programs for the entire Ul & Greater Hol
torn cammunity. Whether you are struggling to come out. 4
core gay rights activist, or just looking for some faflow
hang out with, GLOBAL isthe place for you, More info
5180, E-mail: slopez2igjation,uhadu or briantd | Sghotm:
Write: GLOBAL, University of Houston, 4800 Caltoun Rd., Ca
pus Activities. Box 211. Houston, TX 77204-2610)

* Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston rehearses | hursd
pm @ Grace Lutheran Church, 2515 Waugh. Formal muss
Ing is not required, and singing & non-singing members are w
come, For info, leave message @ T13/521-SIMNG.

* Houston Area Bears s a socil erganzation for "bears (Rt
sute rmen) of all sizes and their admiirers. Their manthl
hield on the second Saturday of each month at the &
4923 5 Main, 8 prn. For further info: The Grower Line, 867.9123
* Houston Area Motorcycle Society (1415 a gay/l=sbian
motorcycle club, hiss 4 social at & different coffes diop I the Mon-
trose area each Wednesday might If you cwn & motorcycle or ars
imolved with sameane who does and would like to find out more
about our socils & group ndes. <all 713/688-1300 or emal 1o
hams1999@yahoo.com,

* Houston Outdoor Group (HOCS) s 3 sooal group for gay
men & lesbrans who'ehjoy the outdoors. Activites inchide camp
ing, hiking, horseback riding. canosing, etc y have
wieekand trips (typically & 2- to 4-hour drive from Houston), sy
ally in state parks or private campgrounds. | oeal soglal e
clude Saturday moening breakfasts & once-a-month
dinners. Call 71 3KAMPOL > OF your \L\'t|[f|ll'l"“ll|.d|‘< W
letter, or write to PO, Box 980893, Houston, TX 7:
* Lambda Rollerskating Club invites all ages 1o join i "||P fuini
every Tuesday, 8-10 pm, & Tradewnds Roller Rink, 5006 W. 34th
St. (off 290). Adimission s $5 (+ $1.50 for skates): For more
o call 71305239620, wnte Irsciiineasoft.com
www.neosofticom/~Irsc

* Lesbian Film Night. Orithe 4th Friday of each morh a Nick
with a lestian theme i€ scresned: & potluck precedes the movie
and discussion follows. A $3-35 doniation (s encouragad: but not
réquired. Call for trtle & time (3 the Hauston Lesbian & Gay Com-
miunity Centér, 803 Hawthorne, 713/524.3818.

* Lesbian/Gay Unitarian Universalist Potluck. The leshians,
gays, bisexuals, trm‘sgmdf‘n friends, and fmilies of the First Uni-
tarian Universalists Chureh cordially mte you to brong a dish & join
tham on every 4th Frday of the month, 7 pm. First UL Church
Crane Fireside Room, 5200 Fannin. Schedule may change at
Thanksgning or Chrstmas. For mare info: 713/526-5200

= LiB. a lestian empowerment group, promotas |esbans, jobs;
networkang & busmesses, Srof Fnday of each month, 7:30 pem, Holl
day Inn Select 2712 Southwest Frwy. LiB's hotline: 713/522-0077.
* Life Begins at 40 15 a singies group for gay women or lesbians
over the age of 40, For those women who have bisen out fora
long tirrie or for these just considering changes in their sexual pref-
erences who want a safe, healthy environment to meet ather
women and enjoy fellowship and loads of fun, laughter, & good
times, Bering Memanal United Methodist Church, 1440 Harold St
B Mulberry, 2nd & 4th Fridays; 2nd Fri 6:30-2 pm; potiuck & dis-
cussionfspeaker. Ath Fri dange, B pmemidnite: $5 danation re
quested for each mght. Info; Beth © 7 2572 orthe
church effice 713/526-1017

* LOAF is a sotiall netwotking, & support group for lesbrans 50
vears of age and older: Fot ¢ T13/728:3263

* Lone Star Nudist Group. For gy or bisexudl men who wish
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10 share nude expenerices. Singles and lovers walcome. Monthly
meetings. Nude socal events mastage group, and out-of-town
gathenngs. Call B&6-8847 for more information

* Lunch Bunch. Meet the pang for camaraderis & gossip. You
bring the sack lunch, the center provides the sofl drinks every
Wednesday, noon-1 pm @ the Houston Lesbian & Gay Commu-
nity Center, B03 Hawthorne, 713/524-3818

* Qutrage, Inc. is a nonprofit social group raising funds for Hous-
tan area HIVIAIDS chanties by producing special events mcluding
the annual Hilloween Party & the Prde Party. Meets Ind Tuesday
Other events include beach parties, Austn splash & other socals
More info: T137706-2508. Web site: sutrage.org/~outrage.

* Out Skate Rollerskating Club. Skate cvery Wednssday night
B-10 prri at the biggest/best fink in Houston—Zenith Roller Rink,
BOTS Coak R {2 Beochnut. $5 plus $1.50 skate rental Fuveryone
welcome, 281/933-5818 Website: v flash net/'~laupert/,

* Pride is a GLBT orgarization at Rice University. s goals are: 1o
provide a healthy & safe place for Rice students who are discov

aring their sexuality to find understanding & davalop a network of
support 1o edudate the Ruce community on GLBT ssues, cuttures,
& history through vanous programming efforts; and to allow GLBT
students & their alles to meet. share info, & socalize Mare info
visit wwsw il ncsedul ~ pride; e-mail pndaiincaiedu; or phone 713/
6308667 (ask for Amarida).

* Prime Timers Houston promotes social activities for the
older gay and bisexual male. Some of the attivities they participate
It are theatar. dining out, movies, patluck dinners, card games, and
weekend daytrips. For mare Information, call 867-3903,

+ Rainbow Fishing Club, Manthly 12-heur deep-sea fishing tnps
from Galveston during Hed Snapper season, January to Augst To
gt on the fres m.-;.l||'1g list for this fishing club for gays and leshi-
ans, call John @ (5236381

+ Rainbow Rangler! @ gay country & western dance club,

teaches beginring level dance every Thurs. at 8:30 pr 8 advanced
level dance every Wed at 8 pm-at Brazos River Bottom, 2400 Bra-

24 free & open'to the pubilic More info. BB0-0670,
* Rainbow Riders is 2 bicycling club for wamyn. Meets every
orming Al wamyn are welcorme repardiecs of ability & ex-

More info. Cookie Davenport @ 713/869-1686

. ScriptwritgrdHounmn is @ stage-and-soeen wiiters '.upmd
ind networking group. Meetings are the 1st.& 3rd Mondays of ev-
ery. manth, 7:30 pm ([ Jones Theatre at the Lnversity of 5t Tho-
fras, Y oakum @& Alabama. Free, For mfo: 707-5194 or 523-9291

* Sisters |5 a sogal/support group for Afncan-Amencan lesbians
& fniends. Meets 2nd Sunday of the month, 5-8 pm. Call 713/801-
0027 for meeting location,

5 hern C y H i5'a 'nonprofit lesbian and gay
danci club. All types of courtry western dance, intluding swing, are
taught Wedriesday nights at the Bam from 730-9:30, The lessans
are free and the money we rulse gosd to chartable & service or-
ganzations in'the Houston area. More infio; 713/224-2228

* Texas Medical Center Lambda is a sotiallsupport organza-
tion for stutents, staffl & faculty in the Texas Medical Center. There
is ane socal event each month, Info: trdlambdaihotmail com

Sport

* Bowling. |oin Houston's gay & tesbian bowling community for
summier league fun & sport. Mixed lnaglies meet at Palace Lanes
at Tpm on Sundays 8 &30pm on Wednesdays. And starting June
3, miixed leagues will also meet at Dynamic Lanes at £30pm on
Thursdays, The men-only league meets at 9pm an Mondays at
Palace Lanes, & the women-only league meets at 6:45pm on Man-
mamic; Lanes. For more info: 713/522-9612; e-mail to
wiccadof@aolcom; or visit waw, Texasinvtational.org.
. Guod Sports. College footballfbasketball fans. More infe: 713
23-9000 ar P.C, Box 667070, Hauston TX 77266-7070
. Houstnn Tennis Club, an affiliate member of the Gay and Les-
bran Tenns Assocation, welcomas men & women of all ages & <kill
levals. Moets Wednesdays & Fridays 7:.30-9 pm & Sunidays 9 am-
12 hean at Memorial Park Tennls Center. Te join: 713/692-2703
* Houston Women's Flag Football League (W) 5 4
nonprofit organation apery to all women, 18 & over. Competitive
& recreational, Can join by banging in your awn team. More info:
713/981:6753
* Houston Women's Softball League (H\W5L) s a nonprofit
orgamzation for women who enjoy softball. More info: Tnsh Janas,
713/688-9468 or write PO, Box 70666, Houstan Tx 77270
* Independent Billiard League (IBL) (s a recreational BCA
sanictioned billard lsague that wélcomes everyone of all kil lew
els, edher on'a team or ay substitute players We have 3-player
teams that compete at vanous bars & clubs in Houston on Thurs-
day nights. IBL promates spartsinanship & friendly competition and
ts an excellert way to make new friends, Mare info: 713/524-4190,
or FIO. Box 542345, Houston, TX 77254-:2345; e-maill at

cos. Dance Clag

days al

info@iblhoustonnet, ar wisit wwwabilguston nes

* Lone Star Volleyball Association (L5VA) s encairaging i
terested volleyball players 1o joir in the fun of playing indoor val.
leyball. The LSVA leagues play e Uniy. of St Thomas-jarabeck
Center, 4000 My Verman (between Richmond & Alabarna) on Sun
days, H30-630 pro for recreational & intermedute pliyers, & 6:30-
930 prri for advanced players. Those whe have never playsd with
LSVA before will play for free on their first wad, If e
281/878-462% or hutglhormew net=monirs
* The Montrose Softball League (M5 ) = a nonprofi
softball league serving the greater Mouston gay eommunity since
1980. Open to bath men & wamen af all skill lewels. Miare info
Ieague voicemall 713/867-3913 5L, PO, Box 541954
Houston TX 77254-1954: visit www marntrosesoftballleagle.com
or e-mail MSLEIQMAIL com

* Golf: weekend playdays, be
After-work playdays: Wednesd:
6:00 prn {fersey Meade
wiww. LPGLEaolcom

* Team Houston for the Games, Inc. 1= a nonprofit organ-
ucate & i binn sports
& Gy Garmes and

e interested:
bl
acdult

write 1o

s, & short-game clin
{Sharpstown) and
589.7380; or visit

%), For mare infor

zation
competity
Cultural Festival. The next Gay
dam; Aug. 1-B, 1998. Mora info: Te Heugtion, PO
Heustan, TX 772666405 o L

* Texas Gay Rodeo Asm:ll nn i A
with chapters in"Austin, [Da
Houston, that promeotes and st
as engagmg in fund-rising act
nformation on t
Houston, TX 77219-05 8-

i, Ame

Box 66405,
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ACCOMMODATIONS

THE LOVETT INN. Affordable luxury in the heart of Montrose.
Beautifully appointed rooms for both business. and leisure
travelers. All rooms have direct dial phones, privale bath,
breakfast and color TVs. Also available VCR, FAX, Jacuzzi
suites, pool and spa. Walk 1o clubs, restaurants, shopping, and
public transportation, Convenient to Downtown, Gallerla, Medical

o Convention Oeners: g odey 713/322-5224
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Houston Pride Band, a gay and lesbian nonprofit
organization, is looking for a conductor/artistic director.
Volunteer duties will include: providing artistic direction,
conducting at weekly rehearsals (Wednesddys, 7-9:30 pm), and
participating at monthly board meetings. For information, please
contact Russell Williams at 713/524-0218, or send e-mail to
HoustenTABand @ aol.com.

AUTOMOBILE FOR SALE

1891 GMC Jimmy 4x4 with 4.3 Fuel Injection. Blue with blua
interior. A/C. Ploneer AM/FM CD Player with detachable face.
In Excelient running condition. $5300. Call Marc at
713/858-3187

Es BARTER

ADVERTISING SPACE FOR BARTER
Let's Swap Services. Plumbing company and pool company who
would like to trade services for advertising in OutSmart,
Houston's gay and lesbian monthly magazine. Not interested in
joining a barter club, Call 713/520-7237 ext.11.

EMPLOYMENT ____

Positions Available
HIV Educators, Out-reach workers, peer facilitators. New
CDC funded program. A plus would be: bilingual, knowl-
edge of HIV, HIV resources and Latino culture. HS di-
ploma or GED. Benefits--Call for appointment. Accnete
Flores or John Sims 713/926-9491

OUTSTANDING INDIVIDUAL WANTED.
OutSmart seeks seasoned
part-time assistant editor.

Fax résumé to Greg Jeu, Publisher
713/522-3275.
Or e-mail résumeé to:

Greg@0OutSmarimagazine.com

NEEDED: REMODELING CARPENTER
Trim, sheetrock, cabinets, etc. Must have tools and
transportation. No drug or alcohol. References required. Salary
based on ability. Call 713/526-7679 dr fax resume lo:
713/526-7868.

Basic Brothers
We are now accepting applications for FullPart-time refall sales
Prior experience and computer knowledge a plus, but not
necessary, Join our team and recaive one of the best benefit
packages around (health, lite and dental). Apply in person
Man-Fri, 10 am to 4 pm at 1232 Westheimer. No phone calls
please,

IS YOUR BUSINESS GROWING?
NEED QUALITY HELP?
OUTSMART ADVERTISING WORKS!
FOR INFORMATION CALL 713/520-7237

FOR RENTLEASE

HoLiDAY PARTY

3k RENTAL HALL

¢ Huge Dance Floor ® &
e Walk-In Cooler =« ®
e Bar/Staff/Parking .

e Montrose Location ~

e Tables/Chairs
PartieseCommitment Ceremonies
MeetingseConventioneShows

713-521-1613

202 Tuam (@ HELENA)

Michagl Mosley Foundation offering nutritional supplements at
reduced prices for people with life threatening ilinesses.
Specializing in nutritional supplements for people with HIV. No
membership is required and our store s open to the general
public, Weight Gain Product, Antioxidant Vitamins and Herbs.
Call 713/520-5288 for more Information.

INTERNET WEB-SITES

The Power of the Intemet...,
List your web site here!
Call OutSmart Classifieds at
713/520-7237 for detalls.

OutSmart Magazine is available at 322 locations around
Houston. OutSmart Online is available at 360,000,000
computers worldwide.

www.outsmartmagazine.com

MASSAGE THERAPY

All Proceeds Benefit A 501 (C) 3
Aips HousinG CoanrmioNn Houston

Museum District—Oaks of Caroline
3/3.5/2, 4 months old, 3-story townhouse, hardwoods, gourmet
kitchen, large master suile, new refrigerator and washer/dryer to
stay. A must see! $2,395 month, Call Ronnie @ REMAX Metro
713/557-4404.

Wonderiul 3 bedroom, two bath apt. Available Dec, 1. Prime
location |-10/Antone. Call Castlawood Apt.—Sandy. (713)
686-3352,

For Lease: Historic Heights 1/1 duplex with naw vinyl and carpet,
fresh paint on interior & exterior, new fridge and gas stove just
for you! $575/ma, Call Elizabeth Villarreal at 713/B80-1400

For Lease: Precious cottage in the historic Heights. One
badroom, one bath with fenced backyard, Lovely wood flocrs, high
ceilings. $975/mo. Call Elizabeth Vilarreal at 713/880-1400.

APARTMENT HUNTING?
Let me help. Free computerized list by phone, fax or mail. One
bedrooms $450 and up. Two bedrooms $600 and up. Call MIKE
COPENHAVER, Re/Max Metro. 713/528-1800,
B88-920-MIKE

It Pays To Advertise!
We'd love to help you sell your product or senvice, Call OutSmart
magagine al 713/5620-7237.

FORSELE ZE s

One-0f-A-Kind
Contemporary origntal design dining room set with double
bevelled glass and china cabinet. Must see! $1,100.00 Cash,
Paid $4,700.00. 713/956-9872 Christine.

KEEP IN TOUCH!
Premier Paging and Wireless. Activate your pager for only
$18.95 per month. (Includes three months service). Ask aboyt
our new talking pagars and affordable cellular phones!
Guarantead lowast advertised price in townl Member of the
Greater Houston Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commarce.
Premier Paging & Wireless. 281/575-8500.

HAIR SALONS

Studio 911 Hair ... It your hair isn't bacoming fo you, then you
should be coming 1o me. By appointment only, Don Gill
713/521-0911, 77006

Physique Massage

Relax in hands that are comforting.
pampering and soothing. Therapeutic
massage by Jeff Benavides, RMT#13077.
P.T. hours 6 pm fo 8@ pm. Saturday, 10 am
fo 3 pm. Page me af 713/601-7218.
Affordable prices.

Gecko-Sun Massage, Restore yourself physically, mentally and
emotionally. Provide yourself with a deep level of relaxation and
an increased sense of wall-being. Call Mitch McMillan at (713)
446-3475. Massages by appointment daily from 10-10,

YOU NEED THERAPY!
Massage therapy now available at Muscls Mechanics personal
training and wellness studio—sports massage, therapeutic
massage, relaxation therapy. Call now for your appointment!
Muscle Mechanics 7103/523-5330.

REACH OUT AND TOUCH
OUTSMART READERS!
OUTSMART CLASSIFIEDS WORK!
FOR ADVERTISING
INFO CALL T13/520-7237.

Physique Massage

Relax in hands that ara comforting, pampering and soathing.
Therapeutic massage by Jeff Benavides, RMT#13077. P.T.
hours 6 pm to 9 pm. Saturday, 10 am to 3 pm. Page me al
713/601-7218. Affordable prices.

ART OF MASSAGE: restoring comfort and balance to your mind
and body by the caring hands of a skilled therapist. Results can
be relaxing, invigorating—evan Inspiring! AMT#7796. Michael
713/981-4843,

*ESCAPE" the stress of everyday Iife with massage...soothing,
relaxing, rejuvenating. Infout calls 7 days a week. GIFT
CERTIFICATES. Deep tissue massage also available. Paul
Rutledge RMT#MT012781. Paul Rutledge 713/592-0444,

magesége’- THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Nice looking
body builder, Incredible 1 haur full body massage, private studio
designed for massage. Montrose. $70. Avallable noon to
midnight. Eight yrs experience. RAMT#1418. Mitchell
713/521-3358.
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WHOLENESS AND HEALTH. Healing and caring hands with
Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Balancing your life by restoring
flow and energy. Peaceful. Relaxful. Be good to yourselfl
RMT#2233. Howard Kanelakos 713/528-6174.

REAL ESTATE

Bargain
3 bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath Townhome nestled in-a beautiful forest.
Peaceful and convenient 610 Loop/Hwy 280, Oak
Forest/Timbergrove residential only $43,900. Lynn Anderson
{agent) 281-550-9121. Won't lasti

Condo For Sale

Two bedroom/iwo bath condo in Montrose Gardens. Double
French doors in both bedrooms open onto patio surraunding pool.
Mirrared walls and track lighting in living area. Washer and dryer
included. Central air and heal. Two assigned, securad parking
spaces. $89,000, Call Yvonne Meyer at 713/869-0456 ext
231.

New Construction. $109,900 1o $279,000. South Montgomery
County. Call Bernle Johnson at Keller Williams Realty
281-364-1588.

New Listing: Woodiands, one-story Custom. Extensive woodwork

and detailing. Heated peol wilh screen enclosure. $194,900.00

Call Bemie Johnson at Keller Williams Reaity. 281/364-1588.
LOOKING FOR A HOME ON THE NORTH SIDE?

| specialize |n Montgomery County and North Harris County. Call

Bernie Johnson at Keller Williams Realty. 261/364-1588

Own a Fruit Orchard in Belize
100.78 acres of land located on the Crista Rey-Antonio Road in
the Cayo District of Belize, Property is tilled land, held in fee
simple. Ovear 900 lychee trees plus a grove of grapefruit,
tangerine, oranges, avocados and mango for personal
cpnsumtio. Includes 2/1 house wifh detached garage, plus two
story cement block and wood building containing sotrage room,
laundry, with guest house on second fioor. Metal building for
storage, tractor storage bam and more, $425,000 (U.S.) Ann
Lusk Lehrman 713/863-8951, Texas Intemational Real Estate

Own a Coffee Plantation in Costa Rica
Spacious 3 bedroom 2 bath home with quarters and 3
car-delached garage in mint condition. Located on a hillside
overlooking the National Rain Forest this five-acre coffee
plantation is located fifteen minutes from the San Jose Airport
Property Is gated on a paved road and has public utilities.
$169,500. (U.S.) Ann Lusk Lehrman 713/863-8951. Texas
International Real Estate

San Miguel de Allende, Mexico

Hilltop compound consisting of two villas (o be sold separately)
overlooking one of Mexico's mast beautiful cities. The villas
leature wanderful detall throughout, including flooring, brick walls,
state of the arl fireplaces, open floor plan and a second level
gallery with walls of glass. Both villas are surrounded by high
security fencing, and individually gated and share & set of
detached quarters, One villa featutes an outdoor swimming poal,
the other an indoor pool. Both villas are separated by internal wall
and connected by a gate and shared servants quarters. One
villa is being sold with two lots for §177,000. The other villa with
anoutdoor pool is §180,000. Both offered at $357,000. Ann
Lusk Lehrman 713/863-9351. Texas International Real Estate

Value, Easy, Results, Money.

persuasive words in the English language. You should be able to
use them when talking about selling or purchasing a home. Call
Alan Morlan at 713/520-8888 ext 237. Coldwell Banker
Swilley-Hudson

Buying or Selling Real Estate?
Let a professional represent you. Montrose, Heights, Bellaire,
West University, Oak Forest, Garden QOaks, Timbergrove,
Lazybrook and other neighborhoods. Mike Capenhaver, Re/Max
Metro, 713/528-1800 or 886/520-MIKE.

ROOMMATE WANTED

Roommate Wanted
SW area home with easy access to 59/610. Spacious 3
bedroom, 2 bath, with dining, den, guest room, 2 car garage with
remate control, washer and dryer, private lence, gas fireplace,
and BIG yard, $325 plus 1/2 bills, Deposit required. Call Bob or
John 713/995-1961

ROMANCE '

So you've met somaeone! NOW WHAT? Don'l waste time and
energy. Have your astrological charls compared for
compatibility, Call Madilyn Stein at 713/ 622-7232 to set your
appainiment. 36 years experience,

Host a Feng Shul Party
Host a party of five or more and receive 1/2 off an hour long site
evaluation of your home or office, A $10 entry fee Is required of
all guests. Call Nikki at Fang Shul by Design. 281/375-5708

Maid in the Shade

Matking people happy since 1988
Houses * Apartments * Offices

Dependable Professional Services

6210-A Ruyah:ml Call 713;‘,665-6243

TRAVEL

New Orleans

Gay-owned Gues! House just outside French Quarter. One
bedroom suite §75 the first night, $80 for each additional night
(tax included), Suite contains living room, bedroom, private bath,
private entrance, refrigerator, microwave, and breakfast basket.
Jacuzzi/ot tub in garden setting. Also available: 2 bedroom
suite. Twice the space at 1/2 the price of the French Quarter.
Plug free on stresl parking. Owner Is greal resource. For
information call Jim Jadleski 713/682-4972

CLASSIFIED

AD RATES

Basic Clossifieds are 20 for 30 words or less &
25¢ per each word thereafter. Add addifional 25¢
per each bold word. Discounts available for 3 or
6 months if ads are prepaid. Three insertions, boss
rafe of *15 per monih. Boxed ads with text only
are *27 per verfical column inch (2 3/8" x 17).
Boxed ads with graphics/logo are 546 per verli
cal column inch. 10% discaunt granted to ad-
vertisers who prepay for 3 or more consecutive
months. Deadline: Nov. 20 for the Dec. 99 is-
sue. Order by phone & pay by VISA, MasterCard,
AMEX, or Discover. Or FAX it to us af 713/522-
3275. Sorry, we do not bill, Mail your ud and
payment to: OutSmart Classifieds 3406 Audubon
Houston, TX 77006-4412.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL 713/620-7237.

TRAVEL! OUTSMART!

The Travel Partnership, Inc.
SANDRA WILKINS

713/526-4471
E-MAIL: OUTTRAVL1@AOL.COM

FAST CASH!
$$ Highest Prices Paid $$
“Anything of Value”
Houston’s Largest Cash Buyer
of Antiques, Estates, Furniture,
Collectibles, Jewelry,
Automobile, and Glassware, etc. ...
713-994-5986
281-391-7515

AFFORDABLE, CLOSE-IN, FRIENDLY
Westbury = Willowbend = Willow Meadows
Priced from the 590s and up..

CALL JEFF JAMES
COLDWELL BANKER UNITED, REALTORS
713/349-9700 ext 3005

Searching for Paintings and Sculptures by
“Darrell Wayne Buell” or “Wayne Buell” aka
“Buster" former Houston artist. | am interested
in any helpful information. Please contact Susan
al Suzybimbo@aol.com or from 9 am-5 pm at
318-797-4848 ext. 245 or home 318-390-9090.

John R. Stowe,
AUTHOR OF
Gay Spirit Warrior:
An Empowement Workbook
for Men Who Love Men

Reading &
booksigning:
Thursday,
Dec.2.at
7:30 pm
Crossroads Market
Bookstore and Cafe
1111W951heimar Rd

Workshop Experience:
“Awaken the Gay Spirit Warrior"”
Fri., Dec 3, 7:30-10:30 pm * Houston

For workshop info, contact

Tom Crow 713/722-8699 J
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SignOut .
by Madilyn Stein

ick a time to pack a new briefcase
Pful! of ideas while you live in the

present. Change your color palette
in your home or wardrobe. Add a high
tone or hue to your bath towels. This is
the perfect month to steady your
workload and clean closets. Expecting per-
fection can lead to disappointment. If you
are traveling this month, pay attention to
your itinerary or you may miss your de-
parture or arrival dates. In Chinese astrol-
ogy, they call the sign of Scorpio the Plum
Tree Moon. “They call the first fortnight
the Descent of Hoar Frost and this corre-
sponds to the first two weeks of Scorpio.
If you were born in the second half of the
sign, though, you belong to the second
Chinese fortnight, Beginning of Winter"—
East West Astrology, Lori Reid

ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 19) You are
endowed with great feeling of youthful wonder.
Show your enthusiasm and joy by sharing your
dreams with supportive people.The universe
will continue to toughen up your fantasies of
illusions and grandeur.Waste little time in un-
der-developed areas and life will be much
more bearable.

TAURUS (APRIL 20 - MAY 20) Last
month you felt that the “multi-personality syn-
drome"" was your best friend. | can’t say much
has changed. Actually, it's a very good time to
re-frame thoughts and set a new course.The
last few months will help your keen intuition
stay focused. New challenges will not come
knocking. Let's face it—in the new decade,
we're going to learn more than ever before.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUNE 21) Water, water
everywhere,and nowhere else to float.You can
count on an anchor to rescue the dilemma-
stricken Geminis when the Sun moves into
Sagittarius, and Mars moves into Aquarius.The
next three months will give Gemini the men-
tal clarity to move into a better space.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 22) If you think
you can, you can. Most Cancers are control
freaks. At best, the only part of your life you
can control is yes and no.You are supported by
the universe, but old patterns will creep back
in. Keep a top on your intuition.

LEO (JULY 23 - AUG. 22) The world calls
you a pro with ego personality and excep-
tional drive, so what's happening to your
perfect world?! The best advice | can offer
this month is to take many vinegar baths,
drink lots of hot milk, and see a profes-
sional for guidance.

VIRGO (AUG. 23 - SEPT. 22) Thank God
last month is gone.The time has come to de-
fend yourself from those you feel are control-
ling your destiny. Kick ass and let the demons
have a dose of their own medicine.You do have
support from your family and friends. Life will
become easier.

LIBRA (SEPT. 23 - OCT. 23) Others are
saying, “| wish that our Libra friends would
stop looking so hard for someone to light their
fire" Does that tell you how obvious you are?
A word to the wise:Things come to those who
wait and play the game of “live to date”; things
stand away when we seem to need a mate.

SCORPIO (OCT. 24 - NOV. 21) November
is a great month to count your blessings while
others count their money.Your mind may be a
little defused by all the backward motion of
your sign. Make this a month of squeaky-clean
actions and don’t aggravate those close to you.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22 - DEC. 21) Put
high octane in your motor and move on down
the highway. Later this month you should re-
ceive good news about someone you've
missed in your life. Open your sight to a new
light and create a way to make your work bet-
ter. You're feeling freer, and that always helps
others support you.

CAPRICORN (DEC.22 - JAN. 19) You are
so grounded that others have asked if you ever
have any illusions. Flip up your skirt and shout
open for business. | want you to concentrate on
what your heart really desires and let others
find you.Your flying skirt will have its fill, and
then you can have that heart'’s desire.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20 - FEB. 18) You're
now ready to accept change and get down to
the business of making your work and home
environment more organized. This is a good
time to allow new people into your life. Oth-
ers will finally listen and know that you truly
have something to offer.
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PISCES (FEB.19 - MARCH 20) These are
your days, my friends.What a great time to fill
your cup and let others catch the spills. Of all
the signs, you must not hide or cover up that
wonderful giving nature. You've endured the
test of time and can now meet your maker.

7 Heartbeat

RELATING WITH THE STARS

( ) I'm a Sagitarrius, and | have
" fallen in love with a Pisces. |
can’t seem to figure out why she
| seems to be so secretive. Can you
| give me a clue? | would love to help
her change.

z,?“% Warning: Don’t even think you

% can change anyone, much less a
Pisces. People change when theyre
ready. If | were fo give you any advice,
it's that you become the secrefive one.

Why do | feel so empty after
. sex? It's great while we're in
the act. 'm a Taurus, and my lover is
a Gemini.

ﬁ" This isn‘t about signs. Maybe

you've been feeling left out, and
sex isn’t the answer. Now’s the time fo
have a couples-therapy session. Tau-
rus doesn’t normally have this type of
issue. Talk it over and tell your Gemini
what’s up.

3 Will 1 ever have a long relation-
ship again? My lover died five
years ago, and | just can’t seem to
make o connection, Can you help?
I‘'m a Scorpio.

ﬁ If you really want a meaningful

relationship, stop looking and al-
low someone fo come to you. That
means put yourself out there. Find
cornmon inferests and ask to become
a part of the couples world again.

Plagse send your questions o
madslein@hotmail.com or send
letters fo OutSmart's address in the
front of the mogazine. Please send
birth dates for both parties. All
information will be kept confidential
and will be written so the parfies
involved can undarsiand ihe answers.
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Correct me if I'm wrong,
but couldn't you use a good massage?

712 Fairview * Houston, Texas 77006

713.942.0923

Alan Davidson
Registered Massage Therapis!

(copy/com)
1201 Westheimer
713/528-1201

Find out how people across America
are using the ancient art of Feng
Shui to bring success, wealth,
romance, health and harmony

into their homes and businesses.

As featured on Dateline and Oprah!

Sandra
Nicholas

is a nationally recognized
Feng Shui consultant and
lecturer who has completed
advanced level of study with
world-renowned Feng Shui
authority, Master Lin Yun,
Sandya is the founder of Feng Shui Enterprises and has
been in practice since 1985. Her work has been featured
on PBS’ Channel 8 and ABCs Channel 13 News.

Member of Feng Shui Guild

FOR AN APPOINTMENT CALL ?13!62!-!888.)
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OUT IN HOUSTON

The AIDS Action Foundation Houston Leadership Dinner
was held on Thursday, Sept. 23, 1999, at Tony's Ballroom
on Post Oak Blvd. A few of the guests at the event included:
1 Dr. Pat McNamara (1) and Tony's Jerry Bartee

2 Mark Cullen (1) and Wade Knight

3 Mark Robertson (1) and Amanda Barhorst

Empower "99 took place at the George R. Brown Convention Center

on Sunday, Oct. 10, 1999. Pictured here are only a few of the many

people who participated:

4 (L-r) Debra Brashears, Suzanne Anderson, Peggy Testa, and
Cynthia Flowers of Suzanne Anderson Properties

5 Al Critz (1) and Roy G. Rodriguez of the Montrose Softball League

6 Anita Renteria, president of Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian
Chamber of Commerce

7 Eli Lopez (1) and Ron Rogers of Al's Formal Wear

2 Trudy E. Denny of Mary Kay Cosmetics

The Fantasy Ball, which benefited many local charities, was held at
the Magnolia Ball Room on Friday, Oct. 22, 1999. Just a couple of the
costumed attendees included:
9 Jim Bartlett is in full regalia and all smiles. In the background is an
unidentifed goateed partier in not-so-full regalia.
10 Ron’s blow to the forehead doesn't seem to have interfered with his
having a bloody good time.

11 Cheryl (1) and Michelle stand ready for the fireworks at a Power of
Houston party held by Michael Plum at the Executive House.

The Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center (HLGCC) Unity Party
was held Friday, October 8, 1999. Some of the attendees included:
12 Houston City Council member
Annise Parker (1) and
Carl Riedl (HLGCC president)
12 (L-r) Jim Owen, Parker,
and Dalton DeHart

TED

A 1GODEY CHURCH; 12-13: UNGRED(

1-3. KIM COFFMAN; 4-8 LAURIE JONE
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Our Capabilities Include:

* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
* Ceramic Tiling

* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Room Addition and Siding

| We are an owner-operated company

! serving the Houston area for 20 years,
specializing in residential and commercial
4 | remodeling. We have many satisfied
references, both residential and

{ commercial, for your review:. If we can be

“I would highly recornmend Joe at US. Construction for any ol of assistance, please call. Thank you.

remodeling job. His work is excellent!”

—Kiki Sartikas, Redltor Call for fnee estimate.

U-S. CoNSTRUCTloN & SER“CES v (713) 526-7679 Pager 713/698-0103 Joe Hlavac, Owner

In a
Perfect World.

EpiLight™
Medical Hair Removal

contactsis justa laser Ilght away.
Safe.gentle. Affordable.

For the removal of
unwanted body hair on men.
With EpiLight,™ you can have

soft, smooth skin
once again!

Memoria
West Houston
6538 Woodway

HGNUSH(

Medical Canter
6500 Fannin, Ste 1108
713.797.1500
For a FREE consultation

or information about the benefits of |

laser vision correction with VISX, call today

)

EYE CENTER

081.548.1070 « 1.877 FEEL NEW » www.esthetiqueimagecom
4660 FM 1960 « Deerbrook Commans * Humble, Texas /7338

MARC R. SANDERS, M.D., Board Certified Ophthalmologist



jc e /‘Z}}; fw ./_};_ _/!/ﬂ
g

7
uear )?c‘/‘ﬁ’r Fhan otbers.

v

1704 Westheimer @ Dunlavy
713-523-2509

19333 Hwy 59 North
281-548-3600

www.customflooring.com

)
7

Intemational Design Gulid

bacino bed $1200
1205 westheimer at hazard
713-528-2662 = mon-wed 10-7 = thurs-sat 10-92 = sun 12-6




