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RICHARD HILL

713/828-7866

713/869-6142

Houston Heights. Fabulously renovaled Heights
classic, 3 bedroom, 2 bath, plus den. Hard-
woods, highcailings, jacuzzitub, updated kitchen
wilh ail appliances. Master suite upstairs with

built-ins and huge showerl ... £255,900.

www.richardhill.com
richard@richardhill.com

Houston Heights Classic, Girca 1905—2 story, 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, high cedlings pine fooors, updated
kitchen. 2 car garage, great street......... $215,900

Haights Bungalow, Rare find! 3 bedroom, 2
bath, 2 car garage. Refinished hardwoaods,
centrals, updated kitchen and baths, large
back yard, greal streel. ... $179,900

Heights New Construction! 2 story Greek Revival
with views of downtown. 10 . ceilings, hard-
woods, gourmet kitchen facing great room, 3 Bed-
roor, 2 Bath upstairs. ................... 5287 500

Maybe you've
drawn the conclusiol

are the same.

Think again.

Choosing Richard Hill makes all the difference
in the world when you buy or sell your home.

VOTED BEST REAL ESTATE AGENT
by OutSmart Readers-1908 & 1999

s
BANKGR O #1 Listing Agent

Swilley-Hudson  #1 Selling Agent

Realtors

Heights bungalow, 2 bedroom, 1 bath. Hardwood  Heights area home, 2 bedroom, 1 bath, on deep
floors, centrals, nice landscaping, recent 2 car ga- ot Pine floors, large master bedroom with
rage. Great starter home! ........... 5139800  French doors to covered deck. Central air and
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Heights area startér home, 3 bedroom, 1bath, large  Montrose townhome, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, greal
living and dining, hardwoods, high eeflings, closete  Avondale neighborhood, gated access and
groat parkd L i £135.000  pool. Over 1,400 sg. fl. oevcuiearn. $129,900
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&th Ward: Charming 2,/2 with study. Buili Circa

1885. Renovated in 1999 with new plumbing,
kitchen, baths, rocf. 10° ceiling, refinshed hard-
woods. $159,000. Ask tor Susan Kelly-Broz

Heights: 2/1/1. Wonderlully updated bunge-
low w/wood floors, central air and heat, updated
kitchan and bath, deck in bock, one car detached
gorage. $130,000. Ask fer Susan Kelly-Broz.

Heights: Parfect for firsf fime home buyer!
One bedroom/one bath with lots af charm
Could sasily be converted to o two bedroom
Centrals, woad Hloors, low maintenance yard
$94,500. Ask for Bryan K. Williams.

Woodland Heights: Wonderful 2,/3-1.5 bunglow
with deep lot [50x 140). Wrop arcund porch, spo-
ciows living and dining rooms with french doors, up-
dated kitchen w/breakiast bar. Deck and large bock
yard. $199,200. Ask for Susan Kelly-Broz
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Heights: An impressive example of urban living ot
its finest. This three-story garden home with three
bedrooms and three and one holf baths, was de-
signed to bring the outdoors in. The open and spo-
cious floor plan allows for comfortable living, while
Pm\"ldlﬂ‘g a LFI'liqUe environment fﬂr enterto 'Inll'lg gUBS’

$43%9,000. Ask for Bryan K. Williams

Timbergrove: 3/ | completely remodeled dream home
with large den. Hardwoods, granite counferiops, brand
new appliances $179,900. Ask for Susan Kally-Broz

Memorial/West End: Delighttul 2/1 close fo Memo-
rial/Allen Parkwery. Centrals, wood floars. French doors
overlook tropieal backyord with fountain and pond.
Charming twe room coflage in back could be used as
an arlist studio. $ 134,500, Ask for Bryan K. Williams

Heights: Updaiad two bedroom/ene bath with sunraom
on great street across from park. Detached two cor go-
rage $174,500. Ask for Bryon K. Williams

{ Susan Kelly-Broz .....c..... 713/880-1400 .......... Voice Mail (281) 279-6475
Bryan K. Williams ......... 713/880-1400 .......... Cell Phone (281) 236-5475
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and Gardens?

1717 Yale Bivd
Housten, TX 77007
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FROM ZERO TO

IN 60 SECONDS.

www.DutSmartMagazine.com

gay news & features * shopping * entertainment * chatroom * and more!

Log on and become a member of Houston's most exciting
gay and lesbian website. It's FREE and EASY
and when you do, you'll be registered to...

Win a year of free long distance

phone service from
Twister Communications!

TWISTER

< COMMUNICATIONS

. Taking Houston by storm

After you register we'll send you a personalized OutSmart Card
good for discounts, free admissions, and special offers
from restaurants, clubs, area merchants, plus much more!

*Depending on the speed of your modem
and how fast you can click your mouse.

* *Some restrictions apply. See website for details,
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Isn’t it t i me

you found out if you are a candidate

for LASIK?

Touted as the most advanced method of vision correction,
~ ? Laser Vision Correction uses the accuracy of advanced
computer technology and the precision of the laser to
help correct or improve visual errors which cause you
to Ci:pcnd on glasses or contact lenscs. At Eye Excellence
we offer all patients a complimentary laser vision
consultadon, This consultation will show you the
dramatic changes that can take place in your vision, and

derermine if you are a candidate.

CALL US TODAY ABOUT A FREE

LASER VISION CONSULTATION
seye
excellence

Cleiwrly the Best fii Toval Eye Care
713/521-EYES ¢ www.eyeexcellence.com
Mary T. Green, M.D., Ph.D., FA.C.S.

6624 Fannin, Suite 2105 Medical Center
i Chelsea Place - Museum District
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HE STRONGEST IDEAS
have always been the simplest ones. The
ones that grow from vision. At Chase
Texas, it is our vision to manage diversity
as we would any other strategic resource.
We have made diversity an integral
component of our culture because we
know that bringing collective experiences
and skills to the table enables us to do
things that none of us could do alone.
A simple idea that inspires great rewards.
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The right relationship is everything.™
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SHELL IS ONE

OF THE GOOD GUYS

As co-chairs of SEA Shell, Shell

Oil Company's gay and lesbian
employees network, we noted your
reference to Chevron as the leader
in the energy industry in supporting
its pay and |esbian employees
[*Oilpatch Blues  January
OutSmart]. While we do not wish
to dispute Chevron's commitment.
we thought you should be aware
that we in SEA Shell fee| that
our company is also a leader in
that regard.

SEA Shell began as an informal
group of employees meeting for
lunch in the early 1990s, Now over
120 -employees strang, official
recognition and funding of our
employee network began in 1997
with our efforts supported by an
advisory board of senior managers,
In 1996, Shell added sexual onenta-
tion to its nondiscrimination palicy
and, in January 1738, took the
important step of adopting domes-
tic partner benefits,

Shell has included gay and les-
bian concerns in much of its diver-
sity training for all employees, and
the company has generously do
nated to both national and local gay
and lesbian organizations for the last
several years. Locally, Shell has do-
nated to such organizations as the
AIDS Foundation, the Lesbian
Health Initiative, and Miss Camp
America in Houston; the AIDS Task
Force i New Orleans; and nation-
ally to PFLAG, among others,

For the last two years, Shell has
been a sponsor of Empower, the
annual gay and leshian business
expo at the George R. Brown Con-
vention Center. Additionally, Shell
Chemical Company joined the
Greater Houston Gay and Lesbian
Chamber of Commerce in 1999,
and their donation funded
GHGLCC's monthly newsletter last
year. Qur senior management sup-

Letters to the Editor

ported us by funding our participa-
tion in Houstan's Pride Parade last
June, and Shell sponsored a table at
the national Human Rights Cam-
paign dinner in Washington, D.C.,
this past fall.

As Houston's leading source of
news for the gay and lesbian com:-
munity, we wanted you to be aware
of all the great efforts Houston-
based Shell has made in its relation-
ship with both its gay and lesbian
employees, and with the local and
national communities. For these
reasons, we believe our company
clearly deserves recognition as a
leader in the field of diversity

Eleen Donaghy & john Murphy

via the internet

OutSmart responds:

n recognizing Chevron's good
track record on gay issues, we did
net intend to slight Shell Oil,
QutSmart applauds Shell's progres-
sive leadership in responding to the
needs and rights of their lesbian and
gay employees, We also appregate
the effort of both companies in get
ting the word out about their good
deeds, so that the gay community
and our friends can better make
decisions as consumers, and in con

sideration of potential employers.

KIDS ARE FOR STRAIGHTS?
disagree strongly with Prentice
Danford's letter in the January is-

sue [of OutSmart] attacking Basic

Brothers and advocating a prudish
and homophobic policing of gay
events so everything is fit for the
kids of the prudes. Doesn’t Mn
Danford realize that the production
of children 15 an essential hetero-
sexual affair! | love gay culture and
its open eroticism and have no de-
sire whatsoever to see prudish
morals regarding the male body
pushed back on us by closet prude
adults hiding behind their kids. Yuk!
Tim Campbell

Houston

MAIL YOUR LETTERS TO
OutSmart Magazine
3406 Auduboen Ploce
Housten, TX 77006
FAX YOUR LETTERS TO
713/522-3275
E-MAIL YOUR LETTERS TO
letters@OutSmartmagazine.com
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OuterNet

by Anthony Bures

WE’RE NOT IN
KANSAS ANYMORE!

The brave new wide world of the gay web

Editor's Note: OutSmart is celebrating its birthday this month,
having started six hectic and exciting years ago on February 15,
1994. With OutSmart’s sixth anniversary, we see it entering the
new millennism in e new medium. (Marshall McLuhan would
be proud.) Although we've had a website in the past, we are now
dedicating ourselves to making OutSmart Ouline as interesting,
useful, and community-building a medium as we hope you find
the “floppy” version of the magazine that you're holding. Take a
look: we're at www.outsmartmagazine.com.

Because we think the web is becoming an important part of
gay journalism, we've brought Internet marketing guru Dennise
Ryder on staff: Anthony Bures and his company, Atomar Com-
munications, are designing our website. We're also pleased to in-
troduce “OuterNet,” a monthly column Anthany will be writing
for us on the wide world of the gay web.

e're excited about adding an Internet dimension to
our magazine, Now, along with flipping pages, click-
ing links is going to be a part of the magazine. Of
course, the world wide web is exciting for everyone, but we feel
it has a special usefulness for communities like ours.
Quite different from the behemoths of television, radio, and
print, the Internet is low on cost, and high on interactivity. This
means a lot to the gay and lesbian community

One, cheap is gay-friendly. Basically a computer and a con-
nection to the Internet can turn someone into their own web
publisher. As a result of this low cost, there has been an explo-
sion of gay- and lesbian-related materials on the Internet. From

want ads looking for roommates to news on gay and lesbian
marriages, the information seems limitless and growing each
day. The smaller voices can now be heard —and not only locally
but around the world —making this a potentially more powerful
medium for the gay and lesbian community than has ever ex-
isted in our history.

Two, interactive is very gay-friendly. In the past we could see
a movie about our community or read an article but never could
we build virtual communities and find others like ourselves
across the world. This interactivity is even friendlier to a com-
munity such as the gay and lesbian world, because some of us
are more comfortable being out and others more comforiable
being anonymous.

The Internet lets you choose that comfort level. So now
many individuals who are gay but would have never encoun-
tered gay material can now do this on the Internet and find out
about books, dating, travel, and the list goes on without reveal-
ing their identities. For those comfortable being out, it's not only
easy enough to browse the Internet, but a lot of individuals are
posting webpages about themselves,

The dot coms now and in the future are going to have a
great impact on our community, After all, they already
have. Because the web's cheap, easy, and embraces audi-
ence interaction, it will provide many positive benefits to
the gay community.

OutSmart  FEBRUARY 2000
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News I

ur community & OUT in the nation

WHITHER VERMONT, WHITHER THE COUNTRY?

State of the union: a survey of how lawmakers in various states
are reacting to gay marriages, and other gay issues

ith Vermont's groundbreaking en-

dorsement of gay partnerships,

other states around the country
have been rethinking their policies on gay
marriage and gay rights in general. The Dec.
20 decision in Vermont is the first by a state
supreme court to say that unions between
homosexuals should be afforded the same
benefits and protections that married hetero-
sexual couples enjoy, Some lawmakers are
responding to Vermont by inching forward
themselves, feeling like it's a little bit safer to
come out in support of gay rights.

“Because states see one another moving to-
ward embracing their gay citizens, the momen-
tum for progress is starting to snowball quite
delightfully,” wrote Deb Price in the gay Detroit
News. Hopefully. But the Vermont decision has
driven other more conservative lawmakers to
fight against gay rights tooth and nail.

Although gay rights activists in many
states have been working for years to get
laws passed supporting gay marriage, gay
rights, and sexual orientation nondiserimina-
tion policies, the national zeitgeist seems es-
pecially fine-tuned to these struggles right
now. Here's where some states stand in either
surging ahead or backlashing against the
happenings in Vermont.

California
Some progress, and a big upcoming
vote—That state of political extremes, Cali-
fornia is in the throes of preparing for the
March 7 vote on the notorious Proposition 22,
the Limit on Marriages Act spearheaded by
Republican state Sen. Pete Knight, which
would bar the state from recognizing same-
sex marriages performed in other states.
Meanwhile, a gain in gay rights: Across
the state, “domestic partners” can register for
and receive two benefits: hospital visitation
rights (which could otherwise be restricted to
family members) and health insurance cover-
age for the dependents of government em-
ployees covered by the state retirement
system, California had legislated similar bills
in 1994 and 1998, which were then vetoed by

former California Gov. Pete Wilson. The cur-
rent legislation was proposed by San Fran-
cigeo Assemblywoman Carole Migden and
signed into law by California Gov. Gray
Davis. While this legislation principally ben-
efits gay couples, it is also being used by eld-
erly couples who choose not to marry because
of potential cuts to their Social Security in-
come. Already 12 California cities and four
counties had their own policies giving health
benefits to domestic partners.

Although this gain is a good solid step, gay
couples in California still lack numerous
rights that married couples take for granted,
such as Sccial Security benefits, inheritance
provisions, tax breaks, the right to make medi-
cal decisions for each other, or health coverage
after the death of the state employee.

“Today I have gained one benefit,” said
Sam Catalano, a state employee who
hummed the wedding march as he and his
partner paid $§10 to become registered couple
No. 66 at the secretary of state’s office in Sac-
ramento, “and those married couples have
1,400," citing federal studies that estimate
more than 1,000 legal benefits of marriage.

Florida

Small towns stand behind gay rights—
Although a Christian coalition has tried to
take protection for gays out of the Miami-Dade
County’s human rights ordinance, it looks like
it's no go. The human rights ordinance extends
basic protection against discrimination in
employment, housing, public accommodations
and financing on the basis of race, gender,
color, religion, ancestry, age, national origin,
disability, pregnancy, marital status, or famil-
ial status. In 1998, the ordinance was
amended to include sexual orientation.

At first, the coalition's effort to take
“gexual orientation” back out of the human
rights ordinance seemed to be gaining steam
as various small cifies throughout the coun-
try supported their efforts. But as the small-
town lawmakers started to understand what
the Christian coalition was proposing, they
turned against them, such as when the Opa-

locka City Commission unanimously re-
seinded its support. Opa-locka commissioners
said they did not understand that the resolu-
tion was aimed at overturning the county's
human rights erdinance.

“I know homosexuality is not contagious,
I slapped cuffs on enough of them to know
that,” West Kendall Councilman Hector
Varela told the Miami Herald. A Vietnam
War veteran and former Marine, he said part
of his military duties was to ferret out gay
service-members, “It's one of the things that
| most regret doing.”

Maine

Gay rights law soon?—For quite some
time, Maine lawmakers and voters have been
caught up in a debate over whether to enact
a state gay rights law, to legally protect lesbi-
ans and gays in such areas as employment,
housing, public accommodation, and credit.
Maine Gov. Angus King and the Maine Legis-
lature had approved a gay rights law in 1997,
only to have it rejected by a “people’s veto”
special referendum in February 1998. Only
losing by 51 to 49 percent in a very low voter
turnout, it was thought the result was not
representational.

Gov. King wants to put the issue before
the voters again in November, when the
larger turnout will give a truer picture of the
wishes of the body politic. Some gay activists
have lobbied to pass the bill without pu'l,!,ing
it. to a vote, but King opposed such a move.
Further momentum was given to the gay
rights referendum in early January when the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland an-
nounced it would support an amended gay
rights proposal, upsetting the antigay Chris-
tian coalition.

Maryland

Can't we wait? —The Maryland Legislature
will be voting on a gay rights bill this term,
even though a similar law did not pass last
year. Maryland Senate President Thomas V.
Mike Miller Jr. urged his fellow legislators
not to act on the bill until after the U.S.
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Supreme Court takes up the issue this
spring with their consideration of the Boy
Scout case, in which they will rule on
whether a non-government group can dis-
criminate on the basis of sexunal erientation.
But Maryland Gov. Parris N. Glendening
does not think Maryland should lollygag
about when it comes to such crucial issues. “1
feel if something’s right, it's right regardless
of other considerations,” he said, in an inter-
view with the Washington Post. “We're going
to fight very aggressively for that bill.”

Massachusetts

Maybe someday—Although no laws or law-
suits are pending in Massachusetts, one of
Vermont’s neighbors, the Boston Globe re-
ports that lawmakers are not adverse to con-
sidering a Vermont-type dictum down the
line, In particular, Massachusetts Attorney
General Thomas F. Reilly gave his consid-
ered endorsement to the Vermont ruling.

“I thought the Vermont decision was an
important landmark decision, a positive step
for fairness,” said Reilly, who would likely be
a key player in a legal challenge to Massa-
chusetts' marriage laws. “It really comes
down to my view of the law, which requires

WE ARE PROUDTO
ANNOUNCE OUR
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

MARCH 18, 2000
WESTIN GALLERIA
$175 Tickets:800-494-8497

FOR MORE INFORMATION
ABOUT THIS.SPECIAL
EVENING, CALL 713. 1115
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basic fairness and equal protection for ev-
eryone, including gay and leshian couples,
Whatever you call it, people should be
treated fairly.”

Massachusetts Gov. Paul Cellueei is still
a nay-sayer against gay marriages. “We do
not want to weaken the institution of mar-
riage,” he said. Likewise Senate President
Thomas F. Birmingham, although he =aid
that he does support legislation extending
health benefits to the same-sex partners of
state employees.

On the good side, when the antigay
Massachusetts Family Institute called on
the state legislature to outlaw same-sex
marriage, Gov. Cellucci said he did not
think such legislation was needed.

New Hampshire

Keep away from our state—Although
New Hampshire stretches side-by-side
with Vermont, seemingly sharing terrain
and geography, New Hampshire lawmak-
ers are quick-pedaling, trying to distance
themselves from their sister state. Repub-
lican state representative Gary Torressen
has sponsored a bill that would both ban
same-sex unions in Vermont and explic-

= [N
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itly deny recognition of same-sex marriages
performed elsewhere. A similar law was re-
jected three years ago. The Catholic Diocese
of Manchester supports the ban.

Nevada

Just a law against gay marriage is not
enough, we have to put it in the consti-
tution—A Nevada coalition wants to put a
vote on the November ballot that would write
a ban on gay marriages into the state consti-
tution. Called the Coalition for the Protection
of Marriage, this group is not just a fringe
gang either, but includes 10 state lawmakers,
a mayor, former Gov. Bob List, and former
U.8. Rep. Barbara Vueanovich, R-Nev, The
petition would take existing state law, which
defines marriage as being between a man and
a woman, and put it in the constitution.

Ohio

Setbacks in Ohio—Ohio Gov. Bob Taft de-
leted the words “sexual orientation” from the
state’s employment nondiscrimination policy,
supposedly because he did not want to single
out gays from other non-specified groups, Ac-
cording to the Associated Press, Ohio's two
previous governors, Democrat Richard Celeste
and George Voinovich, a Republican now serv-
ing in the U.S. Senate, both included a specific
reference to gays in their antidiscrimination
orders, The order was first issued by Celeste
in 1984, and Voinovich continued it during his
eight years as governor.

Another disappointment: Dayton's city
commissioners declined to change the city's
discrimination law to specifically protect gays
in employment and housing, after it was pro-
posed by City Commissioner Mary Wiseman.
It currently prohibits discrimination on the
basis of race, color, or religion. The commis-
sioners did adopt an informal resolution af-
firming the, city’s opposition to all
discrimination, including that against gays.

West Virginia
Proactive hate-mongering—West Virginia
is just pining for antigay legislation. For the
past three years, the houses of the West Vir-
ginia Legislature have passed various bills
banning same-sex marriages, but they can't
quite agree on the language, and the bills
have each time died on the last day of the leg-
islative session. Now West Virginia Gov. Cecil
Underwood is asking the Legislature to put
on all marriage license applications: “Mar-
riage is designed to be a loving and lifelong
union between a woman and a man.”

—AWS
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In Partnership With L-' CHASE

Do the Texas
Two Step:

] Call for a registration card
2 Raise funds and jain the walk at the:

George R. Brown Convention Center...
With a 10K walking tour
of downtown Houston
March 12, 2000 « 8:00am

r

To register, call:

(713) 524-AIDS

http:/ /www.aidshelp.org

Benefiting 12 local AIDS organizations.
AIDS Walk Houston is Brought fo
You In Part By: OUTSMART




FULL-STEAM GENE

Gene Harrington talks about a life agitating for equality for PWAs —and everybody

el Desgn Gujid
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ene Harrington has the demeanor

of a classic activist —funny, focused,

pragmatie, full of crazy stories of
life in the trenches, vet curiously uncon-
cerned with himself. The founder of the
AlIDS Equity League, Gene has been fight-
ing the county and the hospital district for
adequate AIDS care since before he himself
was diagnosed HIV positive, back in 1986.
It is Gene who has been keeping after the
state to repeal its inane sodomy law, seeing
it through an intricate series of appeals.
Now 60 years old, Gene ran with the pack of
crazy Queer Nation and ACT-UP activists,
setting up a “concentration camp” in
Galveston to protest cuts in AIDS funding,
even though he was a generation older than
most of his cohorts.

But Gene is not just a fixture in the gay

rights hall of fame and infamy. In January,

Gene Harrington holds forth from his
mother’s favorite chair, which may look a bit
like Christmas wrapping paper.

the faculty of the Thurgood Marshall School
of Law at Texas Southern University unani-
mously voted Gene Professor of the Year.
Gene has been on the faculty at TSU for
nearly 35 years. In April, he is also going to
be given the lifetime acheivement award by
the Bar Association for Human Rights,
Houston’s gay and lesbian lawyers group.
We took the excuse of all these honors to sit
down with Gene and get him to tell
OutSmart the life story of his accomplish-
ments and exploits.

Having recently gotten out of the hos-

pital, Gene was bemoaning the farcical
loopholes and red tape thrown at him by
the insurance companies, when he drew
himself up short. “But you know, I'm re-
ally extremely lucky,” he said, his wide
mouth smiling in the middle of his ex-
pressive bony face. *I have insurance. 1
live in a city with facilities. Most people
with AIDS would love to have problems
like mine."”

1704 Westheimer

713-523-2

19333 Hwy 59 North
281-548-3600

www. custamttoonng

[ Fhen P

This is typical Gene. With-
out being a martyr or high-
handed about it, he’s spent his
life noticing when others were
having a hard time and/or
were being screwed. It all
started when he was a law stu-
dent at St. John's University
in New York in the early '60s,
and he looked around at his
fellow students.

“Not one black, two women,
not one Hispanie, and quote un-
quote there's not even one gay
person—I was too much in the
closet to even think about being
out there. Not one black in the
entire law school —and this is
not South Carolina, this is New
York City.

“As an upper-middle class
male in the United States with
a good education, either you are
just satisfied with the world,”
he continues, “—and there’s
every reason to be satisfied
with the world. Or you see that
foundation of injustice that got

you there. The obviousness of
so many people to a society
which allowed them the status
that they had ... earlier I was
very angry at this, now I'm just
very frustrated.”

Gene didn't grow up in the
lap of privilege; his was a tradi-
tional Irish Catholic home, sol-
idly middle American, His
father was a fireman in New
York, his mother a homemaker.
Having gotten involved in pro-
tests over South Africa while in
law school, Gene decided to
take the life-changing step of
joining the Peace Corps after
he graduated. He went to Nige-
ria, where he worked with the
first (and what proved to be the
only) African Lawyer Peace
Corps Project, helping train
Africans as lawyers at the Uni-
versity of Nigeria. The African
influence ran deep and strong,
as you can tell by all the Afri-
can statues in Gene's small,
spare apartment.

yourself with the best price, in the shortest time, with the
least amount of hassle, by working with a professionall
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Fred Haas Toyota World is your
friend in the car business!
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281-297-700

Jimmy Jones
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“I believe that being a good attorney
requires more than knowledge of the
law...it requires giving my clients the
time, understanding and personal
attention they deserve.”

Russell C. Simon
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713)524-6000

1620 Westheimer » Houston, Texas 77006

Russell C_ Simon — Mot Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Spedialzation
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Serving our customers with. _
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If you think
youcan
beat a Ja
Roach dea
you don't
know Jack.

Stephen Rubin
Certified Sales & Leasing

Back from Africa, Gene de-
cided to take the position on the
faculty at Texas Southern. He
became involved with gay poli-
tics with the referendum in the
mid-80s, when the city voted
overwhelmingly to repeal the
city’s antidiscrimination state-
ment about gays, and he’s just
stayed strong, becoming an ae-
tive friend and campaigner for
such progressive politicians as
Ben Reyes, Eleanor Tinsley, and
Sissy Farenthold.

Gene and fellow activists
founded the AIDS Equity
League in 1985, when he felt
that AIDS was not getting an
equitable share of the health
money pie because at that time
the significant majority of PWAs
were gay men. He deseribes the
league as an ACLU-type organi-
zation, with educated activists
lobbying for legislation and
policy, such as pressuring the
hospital district to have gay/
AIDS representation on their

policy-making board. But in addi-
tion to their savvy about the fine-
print battles, they weren't afraid
of direct action. When the hospi-
tal district tried to shut them out
of an important meeting by hold-
ing it on a yacht. The activists
threatened to rent their own
boats and row out to the yacht.
The meeting was cancelled.

Former Mayor Kathy
Whitmire became furious at the
AIDS activisis’ attention-get-
ting tactics. It was during a
televised City Council forum
that Gene made what is prob-
ably his most-quoted (albeit
unintentional) double entendre.
Whitmire and Jon Lindsey had
divvied up their two biggest
hot-potato issues. Said Gene, in
what would be replayed and
quoted for years to come, “The
mayor took drugs, and gave Jon
Lindsey AIDS.”

In 1992-93. Gene went on
sabbatical, and was able to take
up agitating full time. He

o) BA45 SOUT E

prowled the halls of the Texas Legislature

in Austin, along with fellow AIDS activists
on staff with the Texas Human Rights
Foundation and the Lesbian and Gay Rights
Lobby. “Almost all the minority representa-
tives were people I had taught,” he remem-
bers. “And they probably really would not
have had any interest if they hadn't heard
about it from me.”

In addition to gay and African-American
issues, Gene's radar sounds off about atti-
tudes toward women and lesbians.

“What it must be like to be a lesbian,” he
says, shaking his head. “You start off as a
second-class citizen as a woman, and then
you're a second-class citizen in the gay and
lesbian community, no doubt about that....
What is amazing is how much the leshian
community is doubly ignored, and they have
been so active in fighting for the equality in
AIDS.... I don't know how many men would
be so dedicated to fighting breast cancer....

“Many of the men | worked with [in gay
activist circles| would have been homophobic
if they had been straight.”

Gene's health stayed strong up until this
past fall; although he'd been HIV positive
for 14 years, it was the first time he'd

needed to go in the hospital. But it was
quite serious, so much so that he'd had the
Catholic last rites read twice. Sadly, al-
though he'd spent his life barnstorming for
AIDS care, when it was his time to be sick,
much of the AIDS support infrastructure
was po longer there. People have died. And
the battle’s been going on so long. “Ten
years is a long time to keep up being threat-
ened by the community at large,” he
reflects. “It’s disheartening.”

But Gene is doing much better now, and
plans to return to teaching in the fall. With
his illness, he had to give up his beloved
house near the University of Houston, and
his dog, Gaylord. (“We had fund-raisers for
everyone at that house—Ralph Nadar,
Craig Washington, Barbara Jordan. Lots of
happy memories.”) He has moved into a
one-bedroom apartment in a complex for
55+ seniors, the former Holiday Inn on Me-
morial close to downtown, His tenth story
baleony has an exciting view of downtown
(as well as the devastation of Fourth Ward),
and Gene loves the socio-economic mix of
this intentional community of seniors.

His spare apartment is a roadmap of all
that’s most precious to him. His Nigerian

JLIJ:&{ﬁ Jf’"

statues. A large neon wall piece he gave
himself as a present that says “Me/Gene.”
His father’'s fireman’s uniform predominates
over the tiny bedroom, immaculately folded
and framed. An African cloth covers his bed.
In the corner an old-fashioned chair sits
prettily. It was originally owned by his
maother, Marion, who lived to be 99 years
old, and died only last April. When she
brought the chair home after having it re-
upholstered, Gene says he remarked,
“Mother, that fabric looks like Christmas
wrapping paper.” Ever since then, whenever
anyone complimented the handsome chair,
his mother would always sniff and add,
“But, of course, Gene thinks it looks like
wrapping paper.” When she died, he said
the only thing he wanted for certain was
that chair.

Seeing Gene in such good spirits, and
looking so healthy after being so sick, I
asked if, being close to death, it had
changed his outlook in any way.

“The impatience is still there, but the
anger is tempered into understanding.
There are rights and wrongs, but it doesn’t
have to be an issue of anger.”

—Ann Walton Sieber

STV it num
JACK Roﬂoﬁ ORD)

s T e e e e T RN

8-5000 FAX: 281-588

9889 Westheimer {1 blo

Internet 1+ Hours: Mon-Fri: 1I_I,H]1 Tpm, Sat: 10am-Bpm, Sun: 1pm-bpm

contonl

FURNITURE » ACCESSORIES » DESIGN STUDIO

Direct: 281-5 -5425 www.jackroach.com

OutSmart FEBRUARY 2000 13

12 FEBRUIARY 2000  OutSmart



i?’§"‘:‘ il . i SRR e mé
3 o - A 2 - T
%:Zz;e L i e =
e 4 g o i
’@go;e@;so,cu : ‘
e . ] 3 g
rh i
l‘*“ . T w 5%*305"
b e i
_'A . i o Fo i/ i
ki
IWP" i e
I\Q% g
Cplomelrists  Mare Sundﬂrs and
S!ewuri Zuckerbrod o
ambining of aph )
'I'he Dmgno.ﬂs Eye Cen'ler
afions, The center offers compre

NG SeyICes. gye ghass

diseases. D

anoers are expenenced
ophthalmic surgecns and specialize in cala

Ini

I-Hausion

0 & af bott
Fearniy uile 1108, in the
| - 1500 an
S 1 e 200, in the Ballaine
120 {
Denise O’ Doheny LMFT
R and la learming presar

Denise 0'Doherty

Michele Mortensen on o
has moved fo o new office

oller serve har clis

home owners  renlers, aulo.

Hensen's new locat

713/4%6.

he may be raoch

ican Title, has com-

lated o recod year in |99 and

Irval
ndushry since

handles residentiol

~iol properties and

If e his har

Ross Frapart

Ametican T —oted inside the

1 Parkwery, Suite 200, Texas Americar

Josings: For an appeintm

The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston iz now
accepling applications lor it: 2000 Summer In-

S wi -
- @g@ W%} $‘&g
w&"

@‘«%ﬁw’@é@&

- Stewart Zukerbrod, MD

\%N%ﬁ

e

iarnship Frogrurn The program o

fers undergraduate college st nts an

wporiun !} to legrn about mMuseum ca

rears and the different asp

seum operations. The application

adline is Tuesday, Jan. 18. To learn
re abau! the internship progran

the museum 5 websitle of

rw.mlah.org. Students can

tact the musaum s F‘"]I ralian '_il"_"_)l’J'l
mant at F13-639-7320, or pick up

ar'in the lobby of the adminisiration
ding located at 5100 Mant

Boulevard

ose
Dr. Bruce D Kruﬁmggr therapeufic

cal lrames and s

QHa5s

smbined

has
ant gothic
axcellent

3 N C

l:-‘..=--,-| Hirsl with Do

lors and now with

has been in the automotive busir

s Volkswagen

for 14 years. Scolt
and lond Reves, ¢
BMW, Jaguar
Paiche through A

Houston-orea loc
Volkswagen is lc
I for a test drive at 7

Seot
JCL

Cathy Chapmaen, FhD [IMSW-ACF [FC, and
Juckle l(llagar, RIN, BSM, will presa
n,” a seras of three worksho xps explanng
.--,]l: mind and spiril, Salurdays, Febs, 5, M ]r._h 4

and Ap

I “Salf Healing

haal

anergy
I'|PJ| ng tec hnigues

"Connecting Wnll.
Spirt When God isa
Cuss Word," an op
FJl.-"'.|.-'II'.l|,' (%] hmrr o commumnicole W.I.'l yOour ul'.§e|5 und

Cathy Chopman & Jockie Kiieger

spiritual helpers: and “Self Protection examining the

powar of tho and feelings and how lo protect
agains! 1 e Information, call 713 /G40
ona4

Biscavering Cur Bivinity is @ anewoman arl show by arfist
Cynthia Jackson. [oin Jocksen al the grand opening
of her H-Elijoh Gallery & Chapel on Fri, Feb, 18 fram 7
@ pom, Jackson, @ former exploration geclogis, incorpe-

14 FEBRUARY 2000 OutSrmart

e&é;g«-msg S

e

£
) ‘:&‘%&a osswé
sew@%.;ge‘g&s -
G

ritual

& rates environmental and sg

Ihemes in her work. Jlackson’s paint

A& ings depict environmenial devasta-

ne healing, and viclory over

The 45 F'!:':illl"g." Qe ¢
medivm ol watercolor,
| marbelized paper, and sliced 1g-

llery & Chapel islo
sat 1508 1,/2

Cynthia Jackson

Gury Greene, Realtors-Heights hio: rslocated
v --Fr-|\|=i||,_, al 1717 Yale Streat
o 21

e agents, G Ory -.:'I\-'!l'-=':—_" -!.:._‘||I-;_',-" '|-;-|u| Is has Lr_

CioUs Pwoksix

ent in 1999, anc

With a sales increase of real

ate oilices in

I e l’_'.l"

sure fhal

the Heights

Poel Denna Garrett presants
3y o Candle, Bring o Friend,”

r the romaonfic

st is located ol 1601 W Main

L

Donna Garreft
Cale’ Artista and the | Carrall may be
meoched of /13,/942-204

Black Hawk Leather hos
and location, af
5 .J.=|J'!.-..1 The origi-
nal stoie is locoted inside the Ven.
lure-M Bar ot 2923 Main
Owners Bob Houghton and
P Kim Zigler say they siarted
il o need

Black Howk Leathar

lothing, ard boots

~JF||.L'|-_‘J store com

Kim Zigler and
Bob Houghton

bines both retail and custom
|r—_-12|h(-.r !;L'JOL'J'i |‘ D |q| on and
1.4

se Sunday, Feb 20

Zigler are hosting an open hou

p.m. Foed and refreshments will be catered by jim Benton

Wisit the store and register for prizes that will be owarded

duting the open house. Call 713/1EATHER for more info
If your big news
affects the community,
we want to hear about it!

_BILL GREEN, CPA, CFP

SANDY WHITE, GFe CFs

~ Investment Planning
Ret:rement ﬁlannmg
%quca tion Planmng

G *’:&a’m&z?&s é‘&sw
-zﬁsv*% G

888-439-1700

Toll-Free Nationwide

Auto

" Gay & Lesbian

Insurance Agency
of Texas™

Ask Around™

We are the best, most truth-telling, promise-keeping,
stand-by-you, get-it-right-the-first-time,do-right,
watch-vour-back insurance agency you are ever

gonna' run across. Now, it might sound like we're

stretching the truth a bit. But you know what?

Don't take our word for it...

Just Ask Around.™

FARMERS

- S

Home

713-439-1700

Inn Houston

Small Business Renters Life

o

IPCSI.IRMI(EP \ F A RM E RS@

Y& GROUP

7\

'H'prhrﬁnha‘

onal Training

Nutritianal Py

Wellness Progranis

e Therapy

Management

Fitness Assessments

seriplions

Qualified, Dedicated Staff in a

“Unique Retreat for Exerci

OutSmart  FEBRUARY 2000



THE SECOND ANNUAL NIGHTS OF

Dine at these restaurants during February, March, or April
and a percentage of your food and Clos du Bois wine bill
will be donated to The Names Project AIDS Memorial Quilt.

Adrian’s
Café Toopees
Sonoma

Additional restaurants will soon be announced:

CLOS DU BOIS.

Visit www.nights-of-remembrance.com or call (707) 473-2370
for specific dates and restaurant information.

16 FEBRUARY 2000 Outdmart

« ou 5ol B

*

A Taste
of Houston

Tapas-style reviews

OutSmart Restaurant Guide

Baoba Yega

yant 5. (Miss

dining makes-lor greal peopls walching
Barnaby’s Café

&G04 Fairdew [Hopkins)

Boulevard Bistrot

4319'M us! past Richmond|

iy queen Monlca Fope

fic MNew Amari

Hear aele
s a Mediterranean

sampler plate ana salad Micoise thatyou |l

dream ntll wour nextwisht, Co

Sunday brunch, where funk meels hauvle

couture, and laste

o dreamy cherty choco-

flutty frittatas, o
late bread pudding. $3

Cabo
2187 Bortsrmouth (@ Gresnbnar )7 78226
A19 Travis (@ Prgiria) /13 360
It's loud, iV's bois

standingroom-anly |unless you're there for

Vi@

ous, 'y almost always

a late lunch], and it's crawling wath

ost woek

Bngd mghnts

wniysomethings 1
But th cilanlre-inhused
b

fish tacos, w||c-pp-'|-__J sandwiches with

killer margaritos

erfispy plantain oulh-burning

shrimp habaner and quasadillas
guarantee good eals along with s yuppia

repulation

COST GUIDE

The cost guide reflects the average
cost of dinner for one person with
| ene drink and tip. Deduct about 25
| percent for average lunch prices.

$=515 ond below [inexpensive]
$5=514 to 530 (moderate)

$55=531 to $50 (expensive)
$555=551 or more [very expensive)

Cheesecoke Factory

mer [in the Gallera)

op al
save Ihe res! lar an
out of the
olls, brie ond avocado
¢ Thal latiuce wraps
ignoture White

e cheesecoke.

mall, co

and tor

et with (heir

Chocolate Raspberry Tr

Than head 1o the nearest hear! venter ‘s

Chapultepec

813 Richmond Ave, (@ Maniiose)

A sentimental favorlle, and the place where
Id and beautitul can nurse their hang-
s 24 haurs o doy. Gel o bile of Tex
Max o Its besl=no lard, only the lreshest
meaals and vegetables. and the nicest owr
ers you'll ever meal. Francisco Valie and his
wife Thelma came across the Mexican bor
dey with four guarters and created a Rich-
mend havan thot's stood in/fis origine! spol
far more than 25 years, Olg. §

[EW! [P

1515 Seuth Pest Oak lane
713/840.0303
red in a litle pockel of

Seques

Tanglewoed, this ltalion sleeper exudes
I|I.'l'|l|:|--|i\.1HI e streamlined rustic |lalion
food I its sunken greenhouse of a dining
room, Befitling iis seffing, the menu offers

classic gardenvariely llalian, excep! for

N L I Ty

|

by SheHey Barnes

ROOM WITHAV00DOO

The new terrace dining room at the Warwick Hotel,
Houston’s venerable icon, may boast
Houston’s most bewitching view

orgive me for sounding bourgenis,
but the thought of dining at a hotel
never crosses my mind. I realize Tim

Keating put the Four Seasons Hotel on the
culinary food map, as did Jim Mills with the
Houstonian. But when you scan your mental
checklist for a suitable lunchtime meeting
place or a romantic night out, does a hotel
restaurant make your top 257 | rest my case.
This is why—despite being cozy, con-
venient, and interesting—the Park Plaza
Warwick Hotel did not initially strike me
as an ideal setting for a meal. But, after
a perfeetly delightful lunch followed by
an evening of jazz and scat singing, | can
now testify that the Warwick’s new Ter-
race on Main retreat is the answer to the
museum district’s paucity of sophisti-
cated eats. For lunch, the Terrace offers

The feta and artichokes combined
with this Greek-style flank steak
may set you to moaning.

an elegant yet affordable selection; the
rest of the day, choose from their pub
menu, an eclectic mix of down-home and
unconventional, To my surprise, the ser-
vice and ambience was as innovative and
ingpiring as the art thatl hangs at the
Museum of Fine Arts next door.

With its Germany-imported limestone
floors and French paneling and tapestry,
the Warwick has always been a stately

component of the Houston ethos. Nestled
along the hotel’s west wall, the Terrace on
Main is part of the Warwick’s multi-million
dollar facelift (which ecleverly coineides with
the MFA's recent expansion by providing an
upscale alternative to the museum’s in-
house Café Express). The serene room that
used to house the Warwick's bar has been

view of the Mecom fountain, the sculpture

on the museum’s south lawn, and hundred-
vear-old live oaks lining Main Street—is a

street-level contender.

We opted for the marinated grilled red
and yellow tomato mozzarella sandwich
with pesto on wonderfully chewy seven-
grain bread. It includes tomatoes so juicy

Bob Hope once said that the Warwick’s Presidential Suite

had the prettiest view in the world, but the Terrace’s ter-

race—with its view of the Mecom fountain, the sculpture

on the museum’s south lawn, and hundred-year-old live

oaks lining Main Street—is a street-level contender.

divided into four spaces: a small but
sophisticated dining room that overlooks
the terrace (its namesake); a quadrant of
cozy tables for the evening club crowd; a
sleek bar touting brand-name liquor and
several inventive martinis; and the graceful
terrace itself.

Talk about a room with a view. Bob
Hope once said that the Warwick's Presi-
dential Suite had the prettiest view in the
world, but the Terrace's terrace—with its

Well-bread sandwich: marinated
red and yellow tomato and
mozzarella with pesto on
marvelous nutty seven-grain bread.

they may as well have been picked a
minute earlier, and a pile of tasty wafer-
thin sweet potato chips.

Equally alluring was the marinated
Greek-style flank steak topped with a
mushroom, artichoke, tomato, and feta
cheese salad and a spinach, raisin, and
roasted garlic torte. While most cradle Tex-
ans appreciate a good steak, this one—fol-
lowing its Greek-style preparation—has a
distinctly dry texture that made the accom-
panying artichoke salad a welcomed addi-
tion. The first bite was good, albeit
uneventful. The second, however, was in-
fused with feta, Suddenly I heard simulta-
neous low-grade moaning and realized it
wag coming from both my dining companion
and me. One dish evoking two different
moans makes an unequivocal winner.

Then again, were it not for our becom-
ing a tad self-conscious about the moaning,
the spinach, raisin, and roasted garlic torte
($8) would have roused as big a compli-
ment. For all purposes, this iz quiche. But a
quiche with flair, what with its layer of pine
nuts and topping of créme brulee—like
caramelized jack and Parmesan cheeses.

If you're in a seafood frame of mind, by
all means try the herb-grilled tuna nigoise
sandwich ($9), a clever take on traditional
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Our waitress set before us a gorgeous, warm choco-
late bread pudding, lhuxuriously rich yet not too sweet,
cooled by a mound of cinnamon ice cream.

salad nigoise. Bite-sized chunks of moist tuna, fresh haricot verts,
chopped egg, tomato, and salty black olives serenaded in a lightly
whipped vinaigrette were enveloped in a soft whole-wheat pita,

accented with a Monet-like haystack of erispy sheestring potatoes.

Less noteworthy is the smoked salmon on toasted brioche. De-
spite a tasty dollop of vodka caviar-spiked sour cream (undoubt-
edly the reason for its $14 price tag) and spicy peppered peaches, it
was basieally just a glorified WASP version of bagels and lox.

The Terrace also offers their innovative takes on more conven-
tional fare: the “Warwick” Cobb salad with shrimp and pancetta in
lieu of the usual turkey and bacon. A roasted chicken salad,
chunky and creamy—a bit too creamy, actually—but laced with an
exotic Indian mix of garlic and mint. A B.L.T. on a cheddar cheese
waffle with basil mayonnaise and jalapefio-infused white and
sweet potato chips.

Jince the Terrace's lounge features a pianist during the week
and a jazz trio on weekends, I hurried back a night later to sample
the music and the dinner menu. Whereas luneh served up original
sandwiches, salads, and entrees baptized in cheery sunlight,
dinner’s standard pub menu wasn't nearly as evocative. There
were a few highlights that deserve mention, namely the roasted
chicken and sour cream jalapeios ($8) with an ethereal breading,
and the remarkably light, greaseless beef tenderloin and jalapefio
jack cheese tamales ($10). Not that 'm a jalapefio junkie, which I
most definitely am not, but the Warwick seems to have a nice
touch with those little green infernaes,

What does not deserve mentioning—although I'm obliged to
spare you the same disappointment —is the cornmeal-coated
calamari (§6), a dry and rubbery appetizer in desperate need of
some marinara sauce and a lemon squeeze. Likewise, the overbear-
ingly fried crawfish that lacked any flavor save for the too-too-
spicy remoulade served on the side. Almost as tiresome were the
beef fajita quesadillas. While this Texas tradition is almost impos-
sible to mess up, the Warwick's version was over-salted, with
mealy guacamole (that tasted nothing like avoeado) and a tacky
cheese tasting suspiciously like fontina. The one saving grace was
a freshly prepared pico de gallo,

But I was wooed back into the fuld when our waitress set before
us a gorgeous, warm chocolate bread pudding, luxuriously rich yet
not too sweet, cooled by a mound of cinnamon ice cream, Equally
dreamy was the napoleon, the signature dessert of the Terrace's
new pastry chef, its buttery, flaky layers of pastry concealing a
thick vanilla bean eream that yielded ever so gently to my fork,

All this is moot, however, upon hearing Paul English and his
Jazz trio. Booked indefinitely in the Terrace lounge, English does
with a piano what the Terrace chef does with that roasted garlie
and spinach torte. His music transfixes, as his melodious tunes
grab and cavess. Within minutes, a former singer who just hap-
pened to be in the lounge jumped up and sang two songs, seat
style. The place went wild.

You don’t have to be an out-of-towner to think about checking
into this hotel: Whether to luxuriate in an al fresco ladies lunch on
a balmy day, or to soak up the atmosphere of the jazz club, puffing
a cigar from the lounge’s well-stocked humidor, you might remem-
ber the old warhorse Warwick.

The Terrace on Main, in the Warwick Hotel, 5701 Main Sireet, 713/526-1991.
Lunch: 11:30 0.m.-2:30 p.m.; pub menu: 3-11 p.m. Music: Tuesday-Thursday, 5-
? p.m., Friday-Saturday, 7-11. Paul English plays every evening except Wednes
day, when pianist Ece Nettles performs
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tor the extraordinary stuffed arfichoke, Insaloto Caprese,
and a spinach- ond ricotta-stufted ravioli lounging in @
buttersoge pool with a simplicity that's almost starlling, It's
available far private parties in arguably the most piclur:
esque sefting in Houston |picturesque save for the ulfra-hip
marfini bar lacked on fo its weslemn hip). $3

Churrascos

2055 Westheimer (@ 5. Shepherd), 713/527-8300,
Q705 Westheimer (@ Gessner), 713/952-1988;

1320 W. Bay Area Bhd. {Friendswood), 281 /4614100
The best thing thal's hoppened fo comivarous Dixie since
barbecue. The operaiive word here is besbmouthwatering,
succulen! prime beef tenderloin basled with their signalure
chimichurri sauce |made rom olive oil, resh garlic, parsey,
and spices) and chargrilled lo order. Great grilled veg-
etables, empanadas, and secfood, oo, but the pitca de
résistance is the creamy tres leches desser!, which other
restaurants have failed fo imilate successtully. $43%

Dalat Vietnamese Bistro

324) Southwest Fwy (Bultalo Spdwy & Edloe)
713/6699375

A delightful linte bistro with rare palie seating; right in
Weslpark's new restaurant row. Already known for its fresh
:hu;keﬂ of pn||L \.-elrr.ll;e!l: br_vwh_ ‘v'lem-,:lhu'fw 9I’|||é-ﬂ {I_'||'I
hand wraps, and giani, parfectly textured calamarl With
greot lood, no woil, and excellent servics, go now belore
it risas 1o restaurant fame, $

Dessert Gallery

3200 Kirby Drive (behind Cofé Exprass)
713/5229909%

A charming haven lor dessert addicts, where Sugarbusters
devolees and the calorie-challenged enler ai their own
risk, Canvince your dentist o go public, buy up as many
shares o5 you can afford, and inform the public of this
afterdinner sweet fest. Put more clearly, their chocolate
dipped cookies make Mrs. Fields toste siore-bought. §

BB fotni's Market & Bakery

1702 Post Oak Blvd. |@ San Felipe]

713/629-6003

Its Alice in Wonderland myriod of cholces (appreximately
1,500) is a tad overzealous, but the presentation of this
gourmand deli lake-oul is so stunning you'll be drecling
within minutes. Everything baked (s gorgeous and crusty,
and the glossenclosed solads, sides, ond entiees span
the globe Take home an array of prepared dishes—
asparagus, couscous, siuffed file! mignon wraps, a half
dazen or more chicken salads, several dozen pasia sal
ads, just Io give you a laste-and your guests will think you
shaved lor hours. Of course, all this comes with a price lag,
so bring your Amex and prepare yourself for o loodHilled
obslocle course. §

Golden Room

1209 Montrose (@ Dallas)

713/5249614

True 1o it name, this goldgilded Thai-Chinese will have you
rubbing elbows with the enfire roomiterally, Some find it o
bit too intimate for private conversation, but the chicken
wiaps, spicy curies, and flavorful soups are mean! for shar-
ing, so dig In. Just don't burn your longue 3%

Hobbit Cafe

2243 Richmond (@ Portsmouth)

713/5265460

I's open again and we'ra happy: because this locole ac-
wally provides parking, Enter Houston's beloved Tolkien
sanchuary and revel in its pralific menu, leaturing Fatty

tumpkin and Bilbo the Magnificen! [they're sandwiches, but
unlike any you've ever expanenced| While it tends o co
ter o vegetarian lostes, even the Birkenstock-deprived will
appreciate the sprawling deck and heaping servings. And
conhary io is harbivorous reputation, i offers meat beyond
the foken veggie burgerssuch os real bacon cheesebur
gers, una solad and jerk chicken. Both the “classic” and
regu|u.—' Sonowiches one huge 50 you may as well have
them doggy bog hall belore they serve il The owner acly-
.:|I|'y wits ‘.qh'e:\, 50 you knew your voice counts $

JAGS

5120 Woodway [@ Sage}

713/621.4765

Like most of us, you've probably only experienced Jack
son Hicks culsine at hesliday parties o other ngh-sc-:ﬂe g0
las-or you've only dieamed about il Don't hiel. For a mere
jount to the Decomative Center, you loo can eal he foad
ol the gods [lor a price, that is). II's worth it of least orice
just ie say you did. Counton Hicksstyle forlilla scup o be
axaclly what o good 1otilla soup should be. Quirky sal
ads, sandwiches, and enfrees make choosing an efforl,
but nothing disappaints, especially the service [how could

it with such attentive woiters?) $%

La Madeleine

Mu|1.|.‘1|u lacations

These multi-locale haunts are America’s |dealization of
what a Franch café should be. Just the worm wooded
décor, botlomless colfee and single-sarving quiches and
Iriands would have gquaranteed success Bul ifs tangy
Coesar dressing, bullery croutons, fomato-basil soup and
superb breads hove eamed such a devoul following they
con now be found in most Hauston grocery stores. §

m El Meson

2425 University [Rice Villags)

713/5229306

Somewhere between Pappasilos and a Florida Cuban
dve, this Rice Vl”ljge Cubon-Mexican is the 3-:|r|ll'-g of
Medical Center diners. Regulars insist on the black bean
soup, chunky guacomole (some say Ihe best in fhe South
wesl) and polen! marngaritas, and its low-key almagphore
make it a comforable haven for fomilies. $

Niko Niko's

2520 Monirose

713/528-1308

Dishes up authentic Greek food with Kalomata olives os
salty as they get. Coters as much o vegelarians as meat
levers. Grab a chicken and spinach plia on the go or chat
ouldoors over a plaie of humus. Bring your own ambi
ance—averything's plostic excep! ke food. $

Paulie’s

1834 Westheimar

Z13/807-727

Step into a liftte bit of nouveaw Continental ltalion and
plan on setling in uniil someane kicks you out. Aher you
indulge in fresh panini sandwichesstulfed with everything
from pork tendedoin, to grilled luna with wasobi mayo, 16
mozzorello, roosted tomato, and avocadoyou'll want 1o
linger aver a steaming cappuccine, nibble on somathing
flaky trom their instore bakery, and hang out until dinner
fime 1o sample the equally appealing entrees,

Pot Pie Pizzeria

1525 Waestheimer @ Mandell)

713/528-4350

Who needs eggs when you con eal their boked potato
pizza for breskfast, lunch and dinner? This goy-owned

10 things you might
not know about

La Strpdor

1.We are open 7 days for lunch,
dinner,and for Sunday Brunch.
Best Brunch 1997, 1998, 1999
—OutSmart, Houston Press

2.We create award-winning salods.
Best Salad 1998—Houston Press

3.We make other drinks besides
Bellinis. Tap Ten Wine List 1998
—My Table Magazine '

4.We made “celebrating”our
middle name.
Hottest Place to Host-a Faﬂ}' %
—Inside Houston

5.We have a reputation thaf €xtends
beyond Houston. " -

Mobil Tragel Galide Award 1o g
6.We are celebrating'our 14th year

of uwurq-ﬂ'l_nnlnl::&p.

Zﬂgﬂf}";‘im'bqr af ';fuusiﬁué’ -

7.Wehave food for everyane.
Our pasta is s«garbuster-qpkomf. "
8.We start the trends. r
Houston's first brick pfm-m:
9. We are the art of dining.
Over 90 different artisis bave shown
their work bere.
10.We are family!
No, Joe Ramos is not Aldo’s little brother.

La Strpdor

Noy ith two locations..
but or Sunday Brunch

322 Westheimer
713.523.1014

5161 San Felipe
713.850.9999
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.ff(z e Restaurans
Since 1977

Celebrate
Valentines
with .G 7

4-Course Meal

VALENTINES SPECIAL

ONLY

$49 .95per couple
1117 Missouri Street

One block north of Westherimer off Montrose

713.529.3450

Rese HrJ.'h.'.fI'\ not requiired

Fish
Steak
Chicken

“The Strangest Little Ice House in Texas”

CFEOURY,

Beer - Set-ups - Pool - Darls

= Thursday Night Steak Night:
$10 for ribeye, baked potato,
salad, and garlic bread

* Karaoke every other Saturday

= Available for birthdays and
other celebrations

713-694-7973
895 WAKEFIELD

In the Gorden Caks/

Pat Walker & Nancy Rust Dak Fomst Neighborhood

BERMAN

sPOLieER

2433 Rice Blvd
7130528ePOTS

Mon-Sat 10-6 * Sun 10-4

3CUIL
2JHOP

and -operated neighborhood joint will
feed you ill you bust. Even better, the
nightly allyou-can-eat spoghefii and out
door patio mokes your gorge-fest cheap
and pictluresgue. Perfectly boring normal
folks ore welcomed with open oims de-
spite its studenl and bohemian clientele
So come hungry and don't leave fill you
lick the last streak of firamisu off your plate

Riva's

1117 Missouri 5
713-529-3450
The bicthers Silboyeh bring you ltalion

|Montrosa)

culsine 3o |r|||!'_~|,|.l|5'-, wall seasoned Yo Il
notfice the pasia as well as the sauce, The
simpla dinner salad is alive with fresh veg:
elables and a tangy vinaigrette and a
pleasani forecas! of things o cor
men know herbs, and thelr fish ¢

moke sealood converts oul of di
nivares. And pasiry ehel Plere kneads up
some lashy litle numbers. §$

ivnr Cafe

= waekend hangoul with greal pa
lio dining. You'll spat avery cot down

Aontroce. Broad meny serving nouveay
Ameiican dishes, Accessible ond friendly

f you'fa nel hungry, try the bor i.i

Star Pizza
sk {b/w Gresnbriar & 5
523-0800; 140 5. |

Blvd, (& ‘.‘.-‘:. 10 'rr"ll 713
Who needs

else, Texos con outk

2111 Nuork

hetd), 7/

cagat like everything

rias ]
chevay enough 1o lure even the unheolit

. L
consclous, an ‘I £|.,|4 arbusier cevol

devaui | wilh uninhibited glulto

fu "'v the salads are not an 1'r-—~|.

S0 belore inhaling o sausage, rnpm*
|_| p[_\t_ ont, and exirg ,hL'-‘?a‘.. you <an
oulificwer

clear your conscience with

lomale, broccoli, carot, and sproutin-

lused garden salod

La Strada
327 Wastheime

5161 Sor Felipa |E

Tah) 713,/523-1G II
-\:u]-f-l 7138509099
han Sunday brunch. If's

Yes, Ihey do more 1
and malch

called ewardwinning culs
Ing wine list availoble io the entire popu
lafien seven doys a week. Two hip
locatians ditter in style and moad, bul not
il |hr-_p YUITITY, L|-’|I;-.,JI'\II’-_||'|h:|-'|'JI pl‘]-‘.lr]; 0r

reliable bellinis. $3

Thai Spice

5117 Kelvin |behind & obove Anfone's)
Z13/777-4888

Starve yoursell for a day, then gerge on

Still hungry? The fork doesn’t stop here! For complete “tapas”
listings of OutSmart's favorite restaurants and dining
reviews from past issues, visit our new website at
www.outsmartmagazine.com.

their expansive lunch buffet. Even for buf:
fal -_|r.ep1.c,5, the four varialions on egg rolls
and spicy Pad Thal will moke o believer
out of you. If you're still in doubt, sample

the besf curry and satays. You may have
awall, but the place is fleeming with locals
and nafives vouch ng for its authenticity, so
you know it ll be worth it. %3

This is It

207 W Groy |@ Boghy|
713/659.1608

Mo ather ploce dishes up soul food like
this hearty Fourth Ward spot. Just one fool
in the door, and you'll small pork chops
and collard greens like mama sl makes
The combreod is the sweetes!, moistes! that
Housten has 1o olfer. For the uninitiated,
display |ush a hini of down home noiveté lo
the gals behind the sleam table and they'll
give you the skinny on each dish

Toopees Café

1830 W, Alobama

713/5227462

This gay colfee-house hangout Is also o
fullfledged neighborhood café catering
1o all peaple hungry and hip: Stopin fora

morning latte o |uh-_--.'=w:|r‘--m_:‘l. bonding ses

spend o feisutely lunch with a

book and a great sandwich. Devo-

it up in one word: scones .’p

Twao Rows Restaurant

& Brewery
2400 Universlfy (in the Villoge Arcade
jecaor J
713/
Any brewery s bound 1o gel o bad rap
but this one desarves kudos for ils inlerest

ing ond varied menu (it even olfers health-
.-_-l-.'.L'l.'u‘ selections, so phooey on the
brew pub r--3r1-i‘-='|nl.-\r|'-\|:| Eq‘_‘:‘rn’_‘ﬁhir.gklf
there's barely a fied pelato in the house
Instaad, yau'll find bolsamic-marinated
vaggies, losly pizzos, bountiful salads,

and beesinfused mutfins accompanied by
yummy honay-apiked butter. Mon-beet

thinkars should ot least try the hamemade

root beer of, betier yet, in a floatl. §

Urbana

3407 Montiose [@ Hawthome)
713/521-1086

Aboul as aimespheric as a hospital MR
suite-noisy, echoing, and o décor thal
sereams “minimolis) stenile.” So why the
tussg The classy menu offers Evervlhirlg
Texan and beyond, with borbecuve-grllled
shrimp, L,.,Jl‘.'.cj]-:g-;n;]r-‘_*:l luna, ‘-CHY miar|-
noted steaks, light pastas; ingenious sal-
ads, and interesting deviations on
popular 90s sides like mashed polatoes
and portabello mushrooms. With foed
this g-_ur_:d eyl won'| care about the stark

amhbience. 3%
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Texas American
Title Company

3633 Allen Parkway
Houston, Texas 77019
713-807-1181
Fax: 713-807-1191

CLOSE WITH
THE BEST!

Robbie Burnside

Branch Manager

Pgr. 713-762-1852

* Call me for your Realtor services.

* Quick response to contract pickup.

* Convenient parking.

* Freshly baked cookies at closing.

robert
snellgrove

Imsw-acp

/' counselor
psychotherapist

713-522-7014

UZOOMONTROSE=SUITESHO

Body Shaping
b’f Kacem

; WNokhtari

Certified
Personal Trainer

« Strength Training

* Weight Ma jement

» Nutritional Counseling
* Fitness Management

« Body Building

* Lose Weight

* Gain Muscle Mass

Over 15 Years Experience

713.953.5556

ATTORNEY AT LAw

/ i IJSQ /// 7/7;01’8

Business Law
Business Litigation
Corporate Partnership
Unfair Business Practices
Interner Start Up
Contract/Lease Drafting
Trademarks
Incorporations
Entertainment Law

Evrrovyment Law
Discrimination: Age, Race, Sex
Disability Discrimination (ADA)

Malitsw Moare Sexual Harassment
140 Louisiana. \'uitc; 1212 Whﬁ:dt:lsl? 8
Houston, TX 77002 Hen

Trademarks
7]. 3 222 9998 Nar Cerriren By Tve Taxas gﬂm OF LeGar SPECIMLZATION
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2816 \Wed
HIV Testing. The Mortrose Cli
offering free confidental
counseling, 6-9 pm
bian & Gay Cammunity
Hawthome. The center: 713
13/830-3000

& (Fri)

Matthew Shipp. DiverseVWorks arx
KTRU present one of the m
jazz piang, Matthew Shipp
a duo with bassist

The ¢hnic: 7

performing
Parker. Called “the most significant pia-

st 1n &

cancert will feature music that

* of sot

dense |ay
history & rumb nr'.g towa
B pm @ Hamman Hall

s 24-hr, resarvation line

& (Fri.)

tion of new works by Mz
M

and Elizabeth
tonight from
7:30 pm @ Houston
v, 2433 Rice Blvd. For more

- "-f': -POTS (7687)

otters Guild ¢
and Ga

info: 71

MARDI GIlAS MADHESS
MASQUERADE BALL

Where: Rich’s
When: Sun., Feb. 20 * 4 p.m.-midnight

Cost: 510

Hollywood Collectors & Celebri-
ties Show. Bes
ather f
tional st

V& TV r

oW DOE

S &6 (5 &S5

=5, photos, &

atilia, th 7 F\

1 dart

ke duled

Valer

5& Illna'f

Blal:k Herltage Month. Houst

yrary offers a vanety o

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING:
a few lines of info about your event;
| date/time; cost; location/address; ar-
ganization nome; AND two, phene
numbers—one for OutSmart to reach
you forguestions and one for OutSmart
readers to getmore info on your event.
Mail info to: QutSmaort Magarine,
3406 Audubon Place, Houston 77006,
Fax info to:.713/522-3275. E-mail
infoto: |ettersBoutsmartmagazine.com.
NO LISTINGS CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER
THEDEADLINE DATE-MONDAY, FEB 14,

Q (Wad

Keynote Chamher Players A fres
lendefssohn
First nitari

HO- -oncert with

7358

10 ({Thu)
STUTZ Under Glass. Artist STUTZ

MARDI GRAS IN HOUSTON

Masquerade ball benefits Body Positive

he team that created the Big
Bang parties for the past two
years joins forces with Rich's T-
Danece to present the “Mardi Gras Mad-
ness Masquerade Ball” (MGMM). With
more than 800 expected revelers, the
party will turn into Houston's version of
New Orleans’ Mardi Gras. The entire
community is invited to “have a ball” with
the music of Rich’s T-dance D.J, Michael
Tank, well known for spinning in the
party circuit, Costumes are encouraged,
. will be held at 10 p.m.
s Masks and beads
will be available at
he door, and
disconnted drink
specials will be
offered throughout

Illh. 713/524-2374
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the night. * All door proceeds from the
MGMM go toward supporting the Body
Positive Wellness Center first facility
of its kind in the country. “The Wellness
Center is about teaching people living
with HIV how to take eare of themselves
through nutrition, exercise and other
mind-body programs,” said Pete Sharpe,
Body Positive's president. “We rely
primarily on the community’s support.
Several cities are looking to Houston to
lead them in creating wellness centers
around the country. Many of our friends
are surviving this illness, but their
quality of life has not improved with the

new-drugs. We are trying to change that,”

added Sharpe. ® For more information or
to be a sponsor or volunteer, please call
the BPWC at 713-524-2374,

RAY HILL IN LOVE

Falling in love again: Montrose's grizzled gadfly recounts the loves

of his life ... and of all our lives

by Ann Walton Sieber
Photographs by Debra Rueb

“I have a theory of relationships which | got from my mother, Frankie: All men are sorry, and five years with any of them
is more than they deserve, present company not excluded.”

f Ray Hill were not a real
man, it would be impossible
to create him as a work of
fiction for fear of sounding
preposterous. “Ray Hill is a
many-faceted gem,” as he'll tell
you, only half-ironically, and
it's true.

His grizzled generous self
knows everything there is to
know about the Montrose gay
community and politics, about
prison and criminal justice
issues, and about the euphemis-
tically termed “sex industry.”
Quoting activist theory and
Supreme Court judgments one
moment, recounting a salacious
encounter while cruising the
Ship Channel the next, Ray is
one of those fascinating self-
created icons, an ebullient.

appealing ham, always happy to
fill you in on the latest cause
{the current latest cause being
the Exxon-Mobil protest, for
which Ray is one of the
organizers), his bluntness hoth
exasperating and endearing.
Now Ray is further perpetu-
ating the Ray Hill myth with
his latest monologue, Ray Hill
and Love, to be performed one
night only, on February 14,
Valentine's Day, at Stages, This
is the third installment in a
series (“It's really just a cheap
easy way to do a memoir”), the
first two being Ray Hill: The
Prison Years, and Ray Hill &
the Sex Police. Ray presented
his first monologue at Actor’s
Workshop and The Little Room
Downstairs in 20 performances,

and the second piece upstairs at
Diba's One's a Meal on West
Gray for 11 performances, The
Stages production is a step into
the “big time," part of Stages’
artistic director Rob Bundy's
opening up of his swank facility
to smaller theater groups.
Produced by Diana Weeks, the
show will benefit her newly
formed nonprofit Art Action,
whose goal is to get more art in
the news and into the main-
stream consciousness,

Ray Hill and Love is “the
story of six wonderful men in
my life,” Ray says. “I love being
gay, and unlike Dale Carpenter,
I don’t want to be assimilated.
Being gay and lesbian gives us
the chance to be very creative in
constructing our lives. And by

being creative, I don't just mean
in arranging furniture or
arranging flowers in vases,”

Just like everything else in
Ray’s life, the inventary of his
lovers makes for an interesting
tale. From his first great love,
Kenneth Whitehead, much
better known as Tiffany Jones,
the renowned “Texas Tornado”
drag queen in the "70s, who
used to come out into the
audience dressed as a nun on
roller skates; to Dale “Fluffy”
Sweat, a demure country boy
from Lufkin who restored Ray's
sense of himself after Ray got
out of the penitentiary; to the
Reverend Kent Naasz, a
Lutheran minister (*] was a
callused old atheist ex-teenage
evangelist, and Kent could cut
through all that"). As Ray spins
the tale of his lovers, it's not
just about six men, but also
about the times and events that
transpired around those loves.

Those who know Ray will
want to see his show because
you know what an irascible
storytelling phenomenon he is,
an amazing assortment of
insider information and devilish
quips. “Not a cliché the whole
evening,” Edward Albee said of
Ray's Sex Police monologue.
And if you don't know Ray, you
should go, not just because
he’s so interesting, but because
he's a one-man guided tour
of the Montrose, the real
Montrose, and the Houston
gay community over the past
40 or so years.

For those unfamiliar with
the Ray Hill legend, he grew up
in Houston, and came out in
Galena Park High School in
1958, which should give you
some idea of his gutsiness right
there. Always active in gay
politics, he was sent to prison

CutSmart  FEBRUARY 2000 23




YOUR OUT & PROUD Fas®" store

. SEMI-ANNUAL j
IINIlEHW[AH,:‘

BUY DNE-
GET ONE

HALF-OFFH*

EXCLUDING CALVIN KLEIN

SALE STARTS FEB 7TH

BASIC BROTHERS « HOUSTON

1232 Westheimer » 713.522.1626
M-Sat 10-9 = Sun 12-6

Center for

Healthy
Sexuality

Treatment of:

* Intimacy & Relationship Issues
¢ Sexnal Addiction

* Sexual Abuse

® Ohbsessive/Compulsive Disorders
¢ Depression/Anxiety Disorders

COUPON

EROTEC®

Lightening Hands Kits

2 5 off .stock or
special order

Indiavidual, Couple and
Group Therapies Available

Barbara Levinson,
Ph.D., RN, IMFT

Feb Only

Brack Hawk

LEATHER
3814 S. SHEPHERD

713-LEATHER

Licensed Marriage
& Family Therapist

(713) 785-7111

2650 Fourtainview, Suite 132 Houslon
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Children of Uganda. In 1772, Sister Rose Muyinza
founded the Daughters of Charity Orphanage in the
capital city of Kampala. Uganda. This erphanage has be-
come the wellspring of Ugandan culture and is the
source of the Children of Unganda's Tour of Light
2000. Ranging in age from 7 to 15, the 18-member
Children of Uganda have ; e

become the goodwill am-
bassadors to the world for
the 1.5 million orphans of
their country. With brief ex

planatery introductions to
the songs, dances, and in-
struments throughout the
performance, the Children
of Uganda perform songs in
Luganda, Swahill, & English,
as well as such tnbal dances
throughout Uganda. The
authentic instrumentation
includes a full complement of four drums, an Afncan
bow harp, a tube fiddle, a pan pipe, a thumb piano, and
an African xylophone, The colorful array of authentic
costumes include ekikoyl (colarful long skirt or wrap
for special oceasions/celebrations), kanzu (white long
gown worn by the men of the Baganda tribe on spe-
cial occasions), and ebitambaala (Afncan head pisces)
Presented by the Society of the Performing Arts, 7 pm
@ Wortham Center's Cullen Theater, Tickets/info:
T131227-45PA (4772)

12 (S01)

Men's Clubwear Fashion Show features the de-
signs of native Houstonian Cesar Galin
Dragen, and Tem of Finland. 711 pm
Steve Travolta of New York City will s
show. Free well drinks for the show
and available in adva

at Basic Brothers, Procesds

funeral in Orchestra X's presentation of Mozart's comic

men Are Like That). Ar-
hin Neal Axelrod says,

masterpiece, Cosi Fan Ti
tistic director and conducte

"This opera has been a subjec
origin in 1790, In fact, itis as
vinist tones that are directed
it should be renamed Cos
The 20th century began to exp
snder differences. As the new millen-
out the
e’ be-

understanding

Aium dawns, we're g0INg to 5|r|1|:||_. throw it a
window.” This Valentine's “opera with a differ
gins at 7 pm @ the historic Crystal Ballroom of the Rice
Hotel, 909 Texas Ave. For ticket info: 713/225-6729
15 [Tue)
Teri Garr. Over the course of her |
Garr starred in Hollywood hits Yo
Clase Encounters of the Third Kind, and Mr. Mom. In

)-yEar Career,

r Frankenstein,

1983, she was nominated for an Academy Award for
Best Supporting Actress for her perfom
In this “Intimate Portrait,” Garr, along with friends &
colleagues, discusses her new perspective on life fol-
lowing the 1993 adoption of her daughter Molly. Inter-
views include Mr. Mom costar Martin Mull, actresses
d, and director Syd-
ney Pollack “Intimate Portrait: Ten Garr™ is narvated by

AMCE N Tootsie,

Connie Sellecca & Kathryn Hamro

Carrie Fisher and directed by Lee Grant. 6 pm on Life-
time Television.

15 (Tue | & 21 [Mon)
Project Heart: A Place to Pursue Your
Dreams. The most impartamt part of getting what
you want Is enjaying your journey. This is & free intro-

op pedaiing, you fall ofl.”

from 1970 to 1975 as a result of
his *night job," in which he was
part of a gay burglary ring.
{“We stole antiques, oils, and
jewels—the money was good,
and we specialized in things
that queers know about. The
only thing wrong is the
retirement system ... I took full
retirement.”) After he got out of
the pen, he became general
manager of KPFT Pacifica.
Only problem was that “neither
perverts nor convicted felons
could be on the air waves —and

Ray with his cut a.nd his Hunda. “Activism to me is like rldmg a blcycle If you

I was both"; Ray successfully
challenged this FCC rule,
becoming both the first openly
gay person and the first ex-con
to manage a broadcast facility.
While managing the station,
Ray started “The Prison Show.”
Still running every Friday
night, 9-11 p.m., after 20 years,
his show and itz unusual format
has become recognized through-
out the country. After an hour of
Ray and company discussing
criminal justice issues, he opens
up the phones, and families of

inmates call in; for those
inmates who have been shipped
to facilities at a great distance
from their families, “The Prison
Show" is oftentimes their only
way fo communicate.

On January 27, Ray was
awarded the First Amendment
award by the Houston Trial
Lawyers' Foundation, an honor
given by the civil lawyers
agsociation to members of the
media who best exemplify the

exercise of the first amendment.

{*Funny, I'll be up in that
building getting a fancy award
one night, and the next day at
the foot of the same building
staging a protest,” Ray said,
referring to the January 28
Equality Rally against Exxon-
Maobil.) Approaching 60, Ray's
been having diabetes-related
problems with his foot lately.
Although he wears a cast and
may have to have it amputated,
the day we met to talk, he
roared up to Crossroads Market
on his motorcycle. Still roaring
away after all these years, Ray
says part of the motivation for
his monologues is to let the up-

and-coming
gay genera-
tion know
about the
continued
exuberant

possibilities of life.

“When I was young and
pretty,” Ray says, “back then, I
didn’t think I'd make it to the
new millennium. But today life
is 80 rich—1I didn’t have a hint. I
paint word pictures of the life
I've lived and I'm living, so they
[those currently young and
pretty] won't fear living long
enough and being lucky enough
to become a senior. ...Although I

suspect only old farts will come.”

Does the foot get him down?

“1 was already mentally
qualified for the Special
Olympics. I decided to get on
with it. Life is like a golf game
—you play the ball where it
lies. If it lands in the rough,
whack at it until you hit it.”

Ra}r Hill and Love will be
presented on Tuesday, Feb. 14, 8
p.m. at Stages. For tickets, call
713/523-6969. $20/ 515 seniors
and students.

FORBIDDEN LOVE: OUR FAVORITE KIND

Rekindling the fire in the belly of Romeo and Juliet, as seen through the eyes
and lips and hearts of four Catholic boys at Stages by Ann Walton Sieber

oung love. Forbidden

love. Fist-through-the

wall. Pining. Heart-
break-for-no-reason. Faint-
dead-away-from-the-altogether-
too-muchness-of-it. Love, love,
love. Great god almighty, spare
us all. But ... if for some crazy
misguided Valentine's Day
reason, you're wanting to
voluntarily drink of the
romantic drug, what better
place to imbibe than at that
fountainhead of amour, that
love story from which were
fashioned all other love stories,
Romeo and Juliet?

And has Stages got a Ronteo
and Juliet for you. Adapted by
New York playwright Joe
Calarco, the premise of

Shakespeare’s R&J is that four
adolescent Catholic schoolboys
have stolen a copy of Romeo
and Juliet, after it has been
banned by their school as too
full of Iust. The teenagers cut
classes, convene in a basement,
and start acting out the script,
with giddy, almost hysterical
mania. But the more they get
into it, the more the love story
takes them over, especially the
boy playing Juliet and the boy
playing Romeo. And then
there's that Kiss, They surprise
each other and they surprise
themselves with the depth of
their feelings. And then there's
that Kiss.

An off-Broadway hit,
Shakespeare’s Ré&.J is being

given its Houston premiere in
an intense, kinetic production
directed by Stages’ artistic
director Rob Bundy. Bundy
picked the play because it is

about the forbidden, and this
energetic charismatic theater
impresario loves to take on
whatever's controversial,
enlivening, and likely to get an

UNCREDITED




TapeOut

by Alan Davidson

MORE THAN
JUST HORMONES

Just released on video, Trick takes us on a
gay witty love adventure

ne of the more memo-
rable events of Sum-
mer '99 was the re-
lease of director Jim Fall's ro-
mantic comedy, Trick. This
little movie has turned
out to be the
highest grossing
independent gay
film ever. And for
good reason: the
writing is clever; the
humor ig sophisti-
cated and funny; the
musical numbers are
great; the cast is perfect
(and very easy on the
eye). Now, Trick is set for
video release on Feb. 4. All in
all, worthy of every gay film
buff’s collection.

Trick tells the story of one
day in the life of Gabriel
(Christian Campbell), a young
gay man who writes songs and
musicals about romantic eu-
phoria, but whose life is rather
monastic. His best friend is
Kathrine (Tori Spelling) a
“budding” singer/actress. She
and Gabriel perform “Enter
You,"” one of his show stoppers
to great comic effect at a writ-
ers workshop. There we meet
Perry (a hilarious Steve
Hayes). Perry critiques the
song and wonders if “Enter
You" really captures the thrill
of a first kiss with a potential
lover, That's what Gabriel will
find out.

Mark (JP Pitoc) is the go-
go boy gay archetype with the
killer body and handsome good
looks. Gabriel, insecure about
his own sex appeal, is sur-
prised when Mark picks him
up on the subway.

Trick sends its heroesona
colorful tour of Manhattan gay
life. At the West Village piano
bar, Eighty Eight’s, they meet
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up with Perry who is feeling
“chanteusy” and belting out a
mock salsa number filled with
double entendre. Next it's off
to a Tribeca dance club
where the music is louder
and shirts are eptional.
Here we meet the the im-
pervious drag queen,
Ms. Coco Peru. (By the
way, look for an ap-
pearance by Ms. Peru
later this year,
brought to Houston
by Unhinged Pro-
ductions.) In addi-
tion to her fierce
version of I Am Woman, she
delivers a slandercus mono-
logue in the bathroom that
nearly steals the show.

As the evening unfolds it's
obvious that this whatever
that’s happening has gone be-
yond hormones. The West Vil-

lage has never looked better
and New York more hopeful
than the closing number:
Gabriel singing his own song,
“Enter You,"” and meaning it.

Jim Fall has been trying to
make a film for the past 10
yvears, He kept busy by writ-
ing and directing plays like
Bload Orgy of the Carnival
Queens for the Vortex Theater,
He says it kept him working
with actors and telling visual
stories. He has since moved to
Los Angeles to pursue his
directing career. When asked
if he has caught any flack
for the “gay for pay” aspect of
the film—both Christian
Campbell and JP Pitoe are
straight—Jim says not at all.
“They were the best guys for
the parts. They jumped whole-
heartedly into the roles and
I'm proud of them." Me too ...
that kiss at the end is pretty
convinecing,

audience all riled up and hot
and bothered.

The world of K-/ is a world
full of danger, writes Calarco,
R&.I's creator. What could be
more dangerous than that first
forbidden kiss of literature’s
most, famous lovers? The first
forbidden kiss of two school-
boys. Put those boys in a school
where Catholicism reigns,
patriarchy rules, and where
simply reading Shakespeare is
forbidden, and you have a world
pulsating with repressed
hysteria.

So, is this a gay Romeo and
Juliet?

Not exactly, “Sexuality is a

it is the name of her family's
mortal enemies. For the boys
discovering desire in
Shakespeare’s R&J, just as
names cease to matter, so too do
genders: So compelling is that
love-fire, it really stops
mattering if they are boys, or
boys playing a boy and a girl.
What matters is the passionate
discovery of their first kiss.
“IWith] OutSmart,” Bundy
says, “the question is probably,
Is this a coming-out moment? ...
And I dont think so. I dont want
the audience to be so clear
about that. I wouldn't mind if
what it really said to the
straight world is that this is an

HUGE issue
with this, a
huge issue,”
says Bundy.
“IBut] when
the charac-
ters are
actually
taken over,
when the
boys are
taken over by
the charac-
ters, it's more

investigation
into our own
homosexual-
ity, which we
all have
aspects of. ...
Even as a gay
man, what [
don't want to
do is make
the easy
choice, which
is to say, Yes,
all these guys
are going to

person to 2

person, It '; become great

becomes +| husbands to

about human Rob Bundy, Stages’ gay artistic direc- each other.”

connection :or andldireckor of Shakespeare's R&|: They may
There's an energy just below the

through the belly button that’s hot and profound.” become great

aspect of sex husbands,

than it does about sexual
orientation....

“There is an energy that I
think we forget,” Bundy
continues animatedly, “because
[ think most of us keep our
energy up here [points to his
head]. But there's an energy
just below the belly button
that's hot and profound, and
they [the actors] found it. It was
just wonderful watching their
bodies sort of expand and their
faces flush, and they like
floated out of this building. It
was really exhilarating to
watch ... it was about that fire
in the belly.”

When Romeo approaches
Juliet on her balcony, he swears
that he loves her, and his name
is inconsequential, even though

perhaps even better hushands
to women because of this event.
.. As Falstaff says in Henry IV,
‘Judge ye, my masters.' So I am
letting the audience decide and
bring their own perception to
it"

So, in a way, it's like a
coming-out play for the
audience?

“Exactly. I like that. It's not
a coming-out play for the
characters, it's a coming-out
play for the audience.”

Shakespeare’s Ré&J continues its
run through Feb. 13 at Stages,
3201 Allen Parkway, 522-8243
(713152-STAGE). Performances
are Wed., Thu., 7:30 p.m.; Fri.,
Sat., 8 p.m.; Sun., 3 p.m. Tickets
are $26-$37.

ductory session (7-8 pm) to learn how to realze vour
greatest dreams while having fun doing it. Call 713/664-
4365 to sign up for either free session.
18 (Fri)

Timeless Spirituality. Da Camera of Houston pre-
sents Timeless Spirtuality: Arva Part’s Canon of Repen
tance. The Grammy Award-nominated Estonian
Philharmonic Chamber Choir performs Estonian com:-
poser Arvo Pdrt’s celebrated work for unaccompanied
chamber chair. The Houston perfarmance s one of
anly two LS. performances of this towering, uplifting
waork. B pm at Wortham Center's Cullen Theater, 500
Texas. T t'wlb are 'S 7] 52 3 (half-price for students &

{...a“'“e a Music Center LI-— 27 I:'dn.uJ‘ it 7
or wwaw,culturefinder com
19 (Sut)

The Lesbian Health Initiative of Houston (LH|)
holds its Millennium Health Fair, where free mamma-
grams, free manual breast exams, and breast care edi-
cation will be offered. For a minimal fee per sach test,
participanis may have Fap smear, HIV, & STD screen

ngs. LHI is e ting this fair in copperation with the
Meontrose Clinic and the Montrose Counseling Center

Lesbian Healtth Outrea t. The fair takes place
from B:30 ) pm @ 1|'L Hollyfield ation
Center, 2700 Vendor space is available for a
nominal fee.) To sc '-T-Ju"a.l'r.u“lnv-gldnl call Barbara
Maore info: LMl vaice mail at

Walker at 713/

713 3 hr"\ qu}
20 [Sunl

Day of Spiritual Practice nc

13 for more info

22 (Tue]
My Second Childhood {Sure Didn’t Last Long)
ticn of artwork by STUTZ that begins with

ts an exthibr

vEery white back-
grou s with
a canvas th 8

10 pm @ Landmark's River Oaks Th

Gray. The show runs through March 20, Info: 713

9825 or visit httpVh arthlinkinet/~artstutz
22 [Tue.|

Music Since 1967, Da Camera of Houston FIE;-,—I\t-

In My Time;: Mu

based compose

3905 and featiures
twnc 1 mpositions, The concert also fea-
tures music by Texan composer Mark Wingate, British
& and Chinese c

omposed in the

composer Thomas A omposer Tan

Dun. 7:30 pm at The Menil Collection, 1515 Sul Ross
Tickets are $25 (half-price for studerts & seniors with
valid ID) and are available by calling Da Camera Music
Center (1427 Branard) at 713/524-5050 or
wiww.culturefinder.corm

24-26 (Thu Sat)
F—-il‘lg A. Obie Award-winning |_|=j VT |=h\_ Suzan-Lor
Parks teams with Infernal Br dr_g‘ruc..n Froductions to
direct this world premiere. 5et in an indeterminate fu-
ture, F—ing A presents a world in which the rich and

the poor speak entirely different [anguages and sexua
deviants are branded with the letter A" With two
Obies (Venus and imperce Mutabilities in the Third
Kingdom) and a Spike Lee script (Girf 4) under her belt

Parks is one of the mest in-demand playwnghts in the-
atertoday. 8 pm @ Diverse\Works, 1117 East Frwy (off
N, Main at Naylor), Tickets $15 ($10 students, $12
members). New 24-hr. reservation linet 713/335-3445.

e

COUNSELING

& PSYCHOTHERAPY

* icensed Professional Counselor
Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
Certified IMAGO Relationship Counselor
19 Years Counseling Experience

DENISE O’DOHERTY

3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 910 » HOUSTON, 77098

(713) 524-9525

Traffic Tickets?

Call (713)356-9435

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

3966 Westheimer Hiohiand Villaoe

113-622-441]

FINE (| EYEWEAR
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We put the heart of the firm into
every case for every client.

= HIV Law

= Adoption

 Real Estate

= Custody Disputes

» Cohabitation Agreements
 Wills & Probate

= Personal Injury

« Criminal Law

it Centificed By The Texas Board OF Legal Specialization

? Commonwealth
Houston. Te

77006

113-522-1211

www.LawBrennan.com

Frames
for your

Glasses, Contacts,
& Eye Exams

Giorgio Armani » Ralph Lauren « Calvin Klein
Dolca &Gabbana = Modo - Gianni Versace = Davidoff

Dr. Michael Del Sardo, O.D.

Therapeulic Oplometrist

25-27 (Fri Sun ]|
The 14th Annual Texas Home &

Garden Show is the largest home &
garden show in Texas and covers eight
acres of the Gearge R Brown Conven-
tion Center! Strall through the Lawn &
Garden Show, the Home Show, and the
Vacation, Leisure & Outdoor Show—
without leaving the bullding. Discover
thousands of products, services, and
new trends & ideas for your home, gar-
den, & lifestyle, Find the materials &
experts needed to get home improve
ment projects started. You can aven
book a dream getaway at the Vacation,
Leisure & Outdoor Show. Thrae events
forthe price of one! Adults $7, children
under 14 free. Tickets may be pur-
chased at the door, $1 off coupons
available through local exhibitors, cor-
porations, retailers; and by visiting
www.texashomeandgarden.com, Friday
2-9 prm, Saturday 10 am-9 pm, Sunday
11 am-6 pm @ George R. Brown Con-
vention Center, Halls A, B, C (level 1),
1001 Avenida de las Americas. More
info: 713/529-1616.
26 & 27 (5qt. & Sun))
The Museum of Love Exceeding:
Catastrophe and Crescendo. Pro-
grammed by Michael Bell @ Aurora Pic
ture Show, 800 Aurora St Info: 713/
868-2101 or www.aurcrapictureshow.org,
27 (Sun)

Sandra Bernhard & Janeane Ga-
rofalo play lestian over-the-top ac-
tresses in “D-Girl," this evening's
episode of The Sopranas. Even though
the tweo women's roles are considered
cameos, The Sapronos is a critical suc-
cess, so don't miss it Il you don't have
HBO, get a friend to tape it. Check |o-
cal listings for time.

PLANNING
AHEAD

16

Dining Out for Life is a unique fund-
raising event involving local restaurants
which benefits the Body Positive Hous-
ton Wellness Center. Restaurants do-
nate a portion of the day's proceeds to
to the weliness center and people join
the fight by patronizing participating res-
taurants. Last year was the first year for
the event, which raised over 36,000 for
the center, a facility dedicated to helping
those living with HIV and AIDS live
more productive lives through proper
nutrition, exercise; and health care. For
more info on the event. call the center
at 713/524-2374.

country's first black theatrical group—
the African Compary of New York—
was staging English classic plays and high
society satires enjoyed by black & white
audiences alike. When an uptown im-
presang, feanng competition, resorts to
manipulative ' tactics to stop the
company’s production of Richard Il and
shut down the theater all together, the
African Company survives to launch a
progressive new chapter in American
theater, Through Feb, 27 @ The En-
semble Theatre, 3535 Main Street. Info/
reservations: 713/520-0055,

# Ain't Misbehavin’ is the bright,
sassy “Fats’" Waller musical revue. Along
with Louis Armstrong, Waller was one
of the first authentic black superstars.
Recreating the atmosphere of a suitry,
smoky, 1930s Harlem nightclub, this play
fills the air with great music. The walling,
stompin’ five-piece band and the three
fernales & twe males singin’ & danain’
bring to life Waller's famous songs The
Great Caruso Dinner Thaater, 10001
Westheimer near Gessper. Dinner &
show: $29.95 (Wed., Thurs., & Sun.);
$34.95 (Fri. & Sat.). For reservations:
7137804300,

# The Comedy of Errors. Shakes-
peare’s most outrageous comedy begins
when Antipholus of Syracuse and his
sidekick PDromio arrive in Ephesus. Un

known to them, their long-lost twin
brothers (also named Antipholus of
Syracuse) are residents of the town.
When the visitors encounter complete
strangers declaring friendship, creditors
demanding payment, and women clairm-
ing mamage, the stage is set for a wild
romp of mistaken identities & comic
confusion, Feb. 4-March 5 @ the Alley
Theatre, 615 Texas Ave. Tickets to pre-
view performances are $23 (Feb. 4-8);
tickets to performances on or after Feb.
9 range from $37-54L Tickets available
at the Alley box office or by calling 713/
128-8421

# The Debutante Ball is Beth
Henley's dark comedy revelving around
Teddy Parker's “coming-out,” that par-
ticularly Southern-gothic event known
as a Debutante Ball, Jen Parker is beside
herself as her daughter is about to enter
into the polite society of Hattiesburg,
Mississippi. |en has been excluded from
society since she was charged with mur-
dering her husband with a cast-iron skil-
let. If she is ever to be re-accepted, the
might must go perfectly. As the play un-
folds, however, secrets emerge which
threaten all that Jen has regained since
her acqurttal. Woming: contains strong
languoge, sexual situations, & cigarette
sroking Plays weekends through Feb.
26 @ Actors Theatre of Houston, 25

 OutAfTheMovies

SHE’S THE
GREATEST

Gay-friendly Bette Midler
stars with openly gay
Nathan Lane in a
screenplay by openly gay

Bette Midler and Nathan Lane play with dolls,

rom the very beginning, best-

selling novelist Jacqueline

Susann (Bette Midler) just
wanted her place in the spotlight. With
no agent and no one calling for audi-
tions, she scraped by with residuals
from the ocecasional radio jingle, televi-
sion commercial, and game show ap-
pearance. Still, with every failure—and
there were plenty —she remained unde-
terred in her quest for fame, A friend
once told her that “talent isnt every-
thing,” and for no person was this more
true. Manager and publicist Irving
Mansfield (Nathan Lane) knew he was
the one who could make Jackie’s dreams
come true. He also knew that he was in
love with the flamboyant actress. With
Jackie's career going nowhere, and fast,
Mansfield hit upon an idea. A crazy
idea, but an idea which just might make
Jacqueline Susann a household name,
She would write a book. Never mind the
fact that she had never written before,
She would write about what she knew:
the crazy, steamy lives of drug-addicted,
sex-craved movie stars. The result was
Valley of the Dolls, which, according to
Mansfield, was “like Gone With the Wind,

Our Reputation
is built on OUR MEMBERS

VOTED #1

CUSTOMER SATISFACTION!

4040 MILAM 77006
(713)524-9932

TH BY TH
N NTRACT!

Mon - Fri 5am - 10pm
Sat & Sun Bam - 8pm

MEMBER ANTHONY RAMOS
BODY BUILDING CHAMPION

www.randolfmassage.com

7134464280

randolf

montrose

Sharron Matl:isun,_P_sychicl & Aéﬁ'uluger

% Psychic Readings %
Natal Charts % Family Charts
Relationships Y Forecasts
Y Juror Profiles %

Sharron Mattison hos been a Houston reader for 15 years, She is also known as
“Super Sharron,” the celebrity psychic for KQQK 106.5 FM, since 1993. She
has been featured in The Houston Chronicle, The Houston Business Journal,
Channel 13, Channel 11, -and numerous magazine articles. For more
information and appointments, please call 713.783.3042. NCGR-level |

Sauth Bivd. Tickets $14 (students/se-
mors $10). Reservations recommended:
713/529-6606.

¢ Defying Gravity follows the stories
of seven characters in the days sur-
rounding the 1986 explosion of the

only filthy." The rest iz history. Isn't She
Great, now playing citywide, also stars
Stockard Channing as her best friend,
John Cleese as her publisher, and David
Hyde Pierce as her editor.

ABO Certified Opticians -
TS0 Briargrove
6100 Westheimer, Suite 138

713-785-2022

ARTS

# The African Company Presents
Richard lll. Go back in time to New
York City in the early 1800s when the

TEXAS STATE OPTICAL
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Ask about
qur first imMe
massoge cient
spec rtq].ﬁ

Be good to yourself with
a Professional Therapeutic Massage!

Panl Rutledge

REGISTERED MASSAGE THERAPIST #012781

Call 713/592-0444

in Calls & Out Calls « Home, Office & Hobel
Full Body Mdssoge » On-Sile Chair Massoge
7 Diaoys-Flexible Hours
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GrooveOQut

by Chris Sill

WORLD VIBE WEB

The top gay music sites:

QutSmart's

picks of where to

www.getout.com and www.getdown.org

avigating the world wide web can be a

rewarding but time-consuming experi-

ence. Sometimes it feels like you've been
sucked into a black hole where there is no
concept of time. Before vou know it, two, three,
even four hours have passed and you're still

surfing away! GrooveOQut recently put its own
“search engine” to work on the subject of music.
The results were as colorful as a rainbow flag:

from queer radio to queer stores to queer record

labels, plus a whole lot more!
By no means is this list

complete ...

it’s simply offered as
a guide to music-related websites

So log on and leave the navigating
to us. » First stop: Internet Radio.
There are a host of listening

sites out there; here are our top WWW.GAYMART.COM getting through the

picks. Try www.gaywired.com

(elick an Internet radio) for a dose of gqueer radio.
Programs include two talk shows, and one music
show. Tune into Amazon Radio at
www.wpkn.org/wpkn/amazon for women's

music broadeast from Bridgeport, Connecticut.
Check site for schedule. Another queer site is

www.gayceyn.com, central New York's

larger sites. Most are free
and broadcast 24-7. The

largest may be

www.spinner.com. This
mega-site boasts 120

listening channels such as
“movie tunes,”
and “shagadelic,”

“all girls,”

Internet

“dance,” “urban divas,”
to name a few. * For some spicy

Latin vibes or Broadway show tunes, go to
www.radio.sonicnet.com. There's always a
groove on at www.grooveradio.com—it's
strictly dance and electronica. Want your own
radio show? Check out www.live365.com and
begin your broadcasting career here. * Now that
vou've heard the music, where can you buy it?
Here are some gay and gay-friendly sites that
provide an alternative to the obvious choices.
Once again www.gaywired.com/gaymusic

offers a good selection of musie by
gay and lesbian artists in
different genres. The same is true
at www.gaymart.com. For
dancing queens the selection is
much broader. The gay-owned

Chris Sill spins tunes al Rich’s.

Incorporated

www.octaveonhigh.com
specializes in 80s high energy,
disco, and house. Also gay-owned
1s www.perfectbeat.com, This
online store has a large, well-

| organized inventory, and eaters to

the club-savvy buyer. Also check
out locally gay-owned
www.recordrack.com for dance
and alternative sounds. The most
impressive site | found was

| www.satelliterecords.com. [is

extensive inventory of dance
music by category (house,

ART techno, and

trance), the
Enterpel availability of

sound clips
(almost all titles),
and the ease of

site make it a

winner. ®* GrooveQut's search did

not end there. Here we have some
other interesting and entertain-
ing sites to explore: queer record
label Tripnet online at

| www.tripnet.com; vote for your
? favorite gay and lesbian artists at
radio for gays and lesbians. » If you're loocking for | www.outvoice.com; visit the

maore variety and flexibility, try some of these

| House of Diabolique to hear

D 1

gossip and house music
reviews at www
walrus .com~suave;
remix your favorite song
with software available
at www.cakewalk
.com. * Know any cool music

| sites? Send them to me
| in care of OutSmart or to

csill@infohwy.com. *

Visit OutSmart’s totally
revamped website at
www.outsmartmagazine. com.

# “I Beliove in Lave” - Paula Cole

| ® “Can’t Help It - Funkyﬁtm »

i

ﬂ*’Hul.quo!' %M

(5 love songs now playing)

(Warner Brothers] :
© "Above the Clouds” - Amber
»{Tammvbwl

Dogs IAh'p!uml G
® “Planet Love” - Taylor Buynb
Uellybean)

{silk Entertainment)

Challenger spacecraft. Through a series
of vignettes with the teacher/astronaut
and her daughter; an elderly couple; a
INASA flight technician & his girifriend;
and the Impressionist painter Claude
Monet, playwright Jane Anderson
weaves a powerful story about risk &
recovery. Tickets $15-520. Through
Feb, 13 @ Main Street Theater, 2540
Times Blvd., 713/524-6706.

# Dial M for Murder—a thriller by
Frederick Knott, the author of Wait Until
Darke—has been called “a holiday for the
whodunit fans” by The New York Herald
Tribune. The perfect murder is arranged,
the plot twists & tums and culminates
with a scene of almost unbearable sus-
pense as a guilty husband is trapped by
his wealthy wife. Through Feb. 12, 8 pm
@ The Company Onstage, 536 West-
bury Square, Tickets are $10 (seniors/
students $8). More infofreservations:
T13/726-1215.

# Die! Mommy! Die! From Charles
Busch, the author of off-Broadway's big-
gest hits—Vampire Lesbions of Sodorm,
Psycho Beach Party, Red Scare on Sunset,
and The Lady in Question—Die! Mommy!
Die! is the first production of the hit
show that ran four sold-out months in
Los Angeles this past summer. It's the
story of aging diva singer Angela An-
drews Sussman, who plots the demise
of her husband to run off to New York
City with her gigolo boyfriend, and that's
just the beginning of her problems. it's a
parody of 1960s gothic films like
Hush,. Hush, Sweet Chariotte crossed
with the Greek tragedy Electra. Through
Feb. 13 @ Theater LaB Housten, 1706
Alamo, Tickets ($20-$22) available by
calling the box office at 713/84B-7516

# Eye of the Gull. Playwright Jane
Chambers died in 1983 leaving behind a
legacy of lesbian works including Last
Summer at Bluefish Cove and A Late
Snow, which received its highly success-
ful 30th anniversary production at The
Little Room last season, Chambers
wrote Eye of the Gull in 1971 as a trib-
ute to the power & simplicity of love as
she observed it in a refationship be-
tween two of her friends who were jov-
ers and the developmentally disabled
sister who came to live with them. The
frustration & responsibility of caning for
this “child” along with the rigors of run-
ning Gull House and keeping a long-
term relationship alive are woven into
the stories of the women whao visit this
east coast lesbian guest house. Together
they create a unique tapestry of rela-
tionships: Tickets $12-315 (preview
$10). Feb. 11-Mar. 4 (Frndays. Saturdays,
and Mondays at 8 pm) @ The Little
Room Downstairs Theater Studio, 2328
Bissonnet (between Greenbriar & Kirby),
713/523-0791.

# Hay Fever. The audience is invited
to spend a weekend in the country with
the self-absorbed Bliss family in this play
by No#l Coward. On this particular holi-

day each family member has invited an
unsuspecting romatic prospect withaut
informing the others, and when the rain
traps the family and their guests indoors,
the situation cannct remain unchaotic,
Fap. 25-March 25 @ the Alley Theatre,
615 Texas Ave. Tickets to preview per-
formances are $19-335 (Feb. 25-29);
tickets to performances an or after
March 1 range from 531-$49 Tickets
available at the Alley box office er by
calling 713/228-8421.

# Houston Grand Opera. Retumning
to the Houston stage after an absence
of nearly two decades, Donizetti's The
Elixir of Love is positively infused with
memorable melodies. The lovesick
peasant Nemorino desperately at-
tempts to win the hand of Adina, a
wealthy young woman, Having heard
the story of Tristan & lsolde, Nemorino
spends his last bit of gold on a magical
“love elxir' being offered by the entre-
preneurial “quack” Dr. Dulcamera
Through Feb. 12. = HGO also presents
Tristan and fsolde, the greatest love story
set to music. lsolde is the Irish princess
put in the charge of a Comish sea cap-
tain, Tnstan, who is to transport Isolde
to her betrothed, King Marke of Com-
wall. While on the voyage, they fall in
love, & union so strong & forbidden that
it can only be consummated in death
Through Feb. 11, = Both @ Wortham
Center's Brown Theater, Texas Ave. at
Smith. Tickets ($22-3182) available by
phone at 7131227

T-ARTS, in person at
the Wortham Ticket Center, or on the
web at www houstongrandopera.com.
# The Seat Between. "Did you ever
notice when two straight guys go to the
movies, they leave a seat between
themi Is that so nobedy will get the
wriong ideal Or do guys just need a jot
of space?’ So goes the world premiere
of the performance piece The Seat Be-
tween by Little Room artistic director
Richard Laub. Part musical, part stand-
up comedy, part cabaret, Seat explores
the empty seat that sometimes exists
between parents & their children, lovers
& their lovers, and friends & their
friends. Tickets $12-$15. Through Feb.
12 (Fridays, Saturdays, & Mondays at 8
pm) @ The Little Room Downstairs
Theater, 2326 Bissonnet (between
Greenbriar & Kirby), 713/523-0791.

# Shakespeare's R&). Shakespeare's
passionate tragedy Romeo ond Juliet is
discovered by four students at an op-
pressive parcchical school for boys.
When they perform the forindden text
far their own escape; the timeless tale
of dangerous young love heralds a
sexual & spiritual awakening, R&J re-
certly received off-Broadway's presti-
gious Lucille Lorte! Award for
Outstanding Special Achievement.
Through Feb. 13 @ Stages Repertory
Theatrs, 3201 Allen Parkway. Tickets
{$26-$37) can be purchased at the box
office ar by calling 713/52-STAGE.

— . — i
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# Threepenny Opera. With Kurt
Weill's music & Bertolt Brecht's book &
lyrics, John Gay's 18th-century The
Beggar's Opera is tumed into a brilliant
20th-century musical commentary on
moral values & rank corruption in Victo-
rian London, In its earlier, hugely suc-
cessful incarnations, the character of
Mack the Knife became a legendary the-
ater figure, Feb, 25 & 26 and March 3-5
@ University of Houston School of The-
atre (take the Cullen exit off [-45; go
south on Cullen to entrance #16; free
parking in lot 16B). Tickets ($5-511) are
available by calling 713/743-2929.

# Yampire Lesbians of Sodom and
Sleeping Beauty or Coma (pre-
sented by dos chicas productions) are
two one-acts by the king of camp,
Charles Busch, Vompire begins in ancient
Sodom with the ritualistic sacrifice of a
virgin to the embodiment of pure evil,
the Succubus, Thus begins the feud that
will span centunes as the two continu-
ally eross paths in unlikely places, finally
realizing their true love for one another
amidst the glitz of 1980's Las Vegas.
Sleeping Beauty probes the sardid fash-
ion world of 1960's med London, Fol-
low the struggles of Fauna, a hot young
designer, her hip photographer room-
mate lan, and Enid, the kooky office
termp they elevate to supermodel status
as they both rise to stardom while
thwarting the evil Sebastian Loré, Fridays

8 Saturdays at 8:30pm, Feb. 11-Mar. 1
@ Commerce Street Artist Warehouse,
2315 Commerce Street. Tickets £10;
seniorsistudents $6. (Pay-what-you-
want performances: Mon., Feb, 21 &
Thurs., Mar. 2 at 8:30 prm.) Reservations/
info: 713/927-4623. A portion of the
proceeds from all performances will be
donated to Steven's House, an interme-
diate care residence for people with
HIV and AIDS.

# Walking the Dead. Veronica was
just a sweet |ittle girl in a pretty dress
until she grew up to become a lesbidn
called Ronnie. Then Ronnie became a
man pamed Homer, forever altering the
course of herfhis |ife as well as the lives
of her lover, mother, & gay boyfriends.
Unhinged Productions presants this
Houston premier of Veronica/Ronnie/
Homer's story—Walking the Dead by
Keith Curran. Filled with scathing but
hilarious dark comedy, the play prom-
ises to challenge the way we think abgut
gender identity and what it means to be
lesbian or gay. Unhinged Productions is
a nonprofit 5071(c)3 theatrical produc-
tion company dedicated to producing &
promating plays addressing lesbian &
gay themes, The company alse works
with emerging gay authors to develop
their works. Walking the Dead plays
Fridays & Saturdays at 8 pm from Feb.
11-Mar. 5 @ The Atomic Café, 1320
Mance. Tickets/info: 713/398-7577.

INJURED? CALL

IM WALKER

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Auto Accidents
Insurance Claims
All Injury Cases
DWI Cases

. HOUSTON
713.552-1117 or
800.732-2934

Call anytime,
phone answered 24 hours

Not Board Gerified by the
Stole Board of Legal Specialization

THEATER e

# Anansi the Spider. Working to
enhance schoal curriculum for Hous-
ton-area elementary schools, InterAc-
tive Theater Company presents Anansi
the Spider, which blends African, Car
ibbean, & American folldore in celebra-
tion of African-American History
Month, This original production fea-
tures the popular Ashanti folikdore trick-
ster Anansl in an adventure all his own.

Anansi wants te own all the stories for
himself. But Sky tells him t
garn the stories—Dby acc

t ha must

mplishing
three daunting feats. Firstly, Anansi
must capture the fierce Mmoboro (the
Haornets). Then he must outwit the
dreaded and temble Oninj (the Py-
thon). And if that weren't difficult
ehough, Anansi must finally outdance
the perilous Osebo (the King Leopard).
Will Anansi outsrart these animals and
win his stories, or will he prove too
smart for his own gr:.c-d.r' T uesc‘ays-frl-
days at 9 & 11 am and Saturdays at 11
am, through Mar. 4 @ Lambert Hall,
1703 Heights Blvd. at W, 17th. Tickets
$5 per childfadult. Reservations/info:
713/862-7112. (Reservations are re-
quired for weekday performonces.)

# The Magic Ring-Dang-Do. This
magical children's play combines the
nostalgia of a classic fairy tale with some
of the optimism of the new year. With
the theme of standing by your fnends,
the young audience s challen
the antics of a would-be magician, a
lonety ogre, a farmer, and the girl of his
dreams. Take a lighthearted romp
TFFT‘.J!JJ"- the land of imaginabon where
good things happen to good people
Complete with music & dance, this
children's show takes a fond modemn
logk at classic fairy tales with great fun
for kids & adults too, A wonderful Jes-
son for the new century, Through Feb
12 @ The Company Onstage, 536
Westbury Square. Saturdays at 11 am &
1:30 pm. Tickets are $5. Reservations
strongly recommended. Info/reserva-
tions: 713/726-1219

# Sundiata, The Lion King. In
honor of February's African-American
History Month, EarlyStages Children's
Theatre brings back this acclaimed pro-
duction. The courageous Sundiata learns
the value of loyalty & self-worth on his
way to becoming king. This magical
children's play is based on the true story
of Sundiata Keita, the prodigal son of
King Nare Maghan Kon Fatta, who re-
turned from exile to unite the state of
Kangaba in western Africa in the early
13th century. This heartwarming African
folk tale comes to life with vivid imagina-
tion. Through March 4 @ Stages Reper-
tory Theatre, 32071 Allen Parkway
Tickets are $8 and can be purchased at
the box office or by calling 713/52-
STAGE. All seats are reserved

# After Hours (Radio) Saturdays,
midnight to. 3 am. Featuring the QMZ
(Queer Music Zona) with [immy
Carper, KPFT 901 FM.

# Lesbian & Gay Voices (Radia)
Mendays, 8- pm. Features, news, mu-
sic, interviews, reviews, and commen-
tary, KPFT 90.1 FM, 713/526-4000.

ART/

PHOTOGRAPHY

# Art Classes for People With
HIY: The Art League of Houston is
offering free art classes for people with
HIV, The ongoing course meets every
Thursday & Friday from 1-4 pm at the
Art League, 1953 Montrose. Mixed me-
dia projects for the artist and non-artist.
Constructive art-making in a relaxed at-
mosphere. Focus is an the healing
power of art. Mare info: 713/523-9530.
The Museum of Fine Arts Houston is
offering free art classes for those with
HIV/AIDS. Patrick Palmer begins his 9th
year offering art instruction. Abstract
pamting, Iincleum-cut greeting cards, &
ceramics are some of the media offer-
ings for the fall sermester. Class is limited
o 16. Everything 15 free, even lunchl The
classes meet at the Glassell School of
Art every Friday, 1-4 pm, 5101 Mon-
trose Blvd, room 202. For more info:
713/639-7500 or 713/526-1118.

# Entres Fronteras: Photographs
by Diana Molina is a collection of
photagraphs portraying Hispanic and in-
digenous cultures of Mexico, focusing
on the Sierra Tarahumara in Chihuahua,
The Isthmus of Tehuantepec in Oaxaca,
the Yucatan Peninsula, and several
Charros in Texas: Images depict borders
crossed, not only by division of termitory,
but also by the influence of ideologies,
customs, commercialism, styles, eco-
namics, and views of life, Presenting a
cuttural and sociological representation
of varigus aspects of Mexican life, the
exhibit reveals images of traditional fes-
tivals, ceremony, and daily lifestyle along
with the environment in which the
people exist. Through Mar, 12, 2000
the Houston Museurn of MNatural Sci-
ence in the John P. McGaovern Hall of
the Amencas Temporary Gallery on the
3rd fleor, in Hermann Park across from
Miller Outdoor Theater, Admission is
$4 adults, $3 children 3-11 (free ta
members). Mare info: 713/635-4629.
For info in Spanish; 713/639-4603.

# The Human Race. During "The
Human Race" held on Oct. 10, some of
the people actively participated in creat-
ing this phota exhibit. More than 200
disposable cameras were distributed to
chronicle the event. These photos con-
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sist of the multi-cultural activites along the route, the par-
ticipants of The Human Race, the vanous cultures rep-
resented, the educational signage, and the post-race
celebration of cur city's diversity, The purpose of The
Human Race was to unite citizens from all ethnic &
religious backgrounds in the spirit of frendship & coop-
eration in @ SK walkirun through a spectrum of
Houston's diverse downtown and mid-town neighbor-
hoods. The race provided funds for AIDS Foundation
Heuston, among many others. Through Feb. 28 @
Holocaust Museum Houston, 5401 Carcline, 713/942-
B0O0, Holocaust Museum Houston's mussion is to Dromote
the awareness of the daongers of prejudice, hatred, &
viplence against the bockdrop of the Holocaust and to
teach mutual respect & understanding ameng all beaple
# Introjection: Tony Oursler, 1976-1999 is the
first LLS. survey of this artist's pioneering work in video,
which includes blinking eyes, chatting dummies, and
talking lights. The exhibition will feature B85 works of
art, including a comprehensive selection of Oursler's
videa sculptures, single-channel videos, paintings, drav-
ings, and performance props, as well as'a CD-ROM
wark which Incorporates up-to-The-minut{- anirnation
technology, Thraugh Feb. 13 @ the Contemporary
Arts Museurn, 5216 Montrose, 713/284-8250

# Inventing Mirth is an exhibition featuring the
work of Houstan gay artist |, Antonio Farfan. it includes
paintings, drawings, collage, & theory on the perpetual
pursuit of happiness. Farfan received his fine arts de-

gree from the University of Houston and has dene in-
dependent study in Paris, France, He has previously

his work at Houston's Luna 527 Galiery
Through March 1.@ Mo Mong Restaurant, 1201 Wes-

theimer, 713/524-5664

# Paintings and Works on Paper. The work of
Perry House, a Houston-based artist, is described as
seductive & grotesque, abstract & referential. Paintings
and Works on Paper focuses on works preduced within
the last five years, including his Explosion senes. Whether
using acrylic or house paint, cardboard ar constructian
paper, House's discretely mixed modes purpesely grate
on the visual nerves, All of the warks are mtensely psy-
chological, fabricating a precisely rendered chaos of ec-
centric form & high key color. Through Feb. 19 @
DiverseWoarks, 1117 East Freeway, 713/223-8346,

# Portraits of African Americans. Looking
through one of Houstonian Todd Severson's portrai-
ture collections is like returning to your hometown af-
ter having been away for years, These faces should be
familiar, but they lie concealed in a flurry of half-re-
membrances. Severson's myriad images of African-
American artists, film icons of the West, LLS. first Ridies.
and women on death row raise questions about our
Amencan evaluation and validation of dversity, mythal-
ogy, politics, & justice. These paintings are a record of
Amencan pop culture on a personal, a national, & an
international |evel. Through Feb. 26 @ Lawndale Art
Center, 4912 Main Streel, 713/528-2858,

# Print Auction. Mare than 120 works by nationally
and internationally known photographers will be auc-
tioned. Leonard Nimoy (Stor Trek) and Graham Mash
(Crosby, Stills & Nash) are among those who have
committed to date. This 2000 Print Auction takes place
on Wednesday, Feb, 9. @ Gremillion & Co. Fine Art
Inc., 2501 Sunset Blvd. A preview will be held from &

7 pmi; the auction takes place from 7-9 pm. The fund-
ratsing event benefits Houston Center for
Photography's (HCP) educational & outreach pro-

grams. An exhibition of these works runs through Feb.
7 in HCP's newly renovated galleries at 1441 W, Ala-
bama. Info: 713/529-4755.

4 Richie Yegas: A Psycho Memoir is a selection
of drawings from Austin artist Richard Alexander’s
coplous series that explores the psychological intrica-
cies of schizophrenia. This exhibit will continue through
three separate rotations of the artist’s distinctive waorks
in hopes of making available as many images as possible
fram the narrative collection that Alexander hopes one
day to publish in book form. This exhibition affords the
Houston public a rare and private look at the most
mysterious & unpredictable manifestations of human
psychotogy in the conscious creations of visual art.
Through April 15 @ Lawndale Art Center’s new Micro
Gallery, 4912 Main Street, 713/528-5858.

# Yernon Fisher's File 00. For over 30 years,
Texas artist Vernon Fisher has based his work on an
interrelationship bietween image & text. Fisher's per
sonal "File 00" contains the photos, reference materi-
als, & written storjes that have appeared & reappeared
in his art, Addtionally, these make up the viewer's col-
lective memory of his osuvre. Some of the images &
reference materials are appropriated while others were
photegraphed or created by Fisher, The artist's re-
peated use of thase abjects has “aged” them into art
& artifacts. Through March 5 @ the Museum of Fine
Arts, 1001 Bissonnet, 713/639-7300.

CALENDAR DEADLINE
for OutSmart’s March issue:
5 p.m., Monday, Feb. 14
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cour'ney Love (singer/actor]

|Resl com via Entertammant Weskly, 1/14/2000)

“l had two marriages. The transvestite—does everyone know
about the {ransvestite? He's around. He calls himself ‘the Eddie
Fisher of Rock.’ [ was drunk in Las Vegas, I married a transves-

tite, got an annulment.”

Anthony Briatico
y actor)
(Interview, 2 /2000

Om his day job as a waiter: “People are always asking me really
personal questions as if I were on the menu: ‘Are you a model?
‘Where are you from?' ‘Are you gay or straight? I'm like, ‘Wait
a second. I'm just here to tell about the way the steak is pre-
pared!”

Most Zen Encounter: “I met photographer David
LaChappelle at his book party. He told me that art is more
important than boyfriends because art will always be there
and it will never cheat on you.”

o

MEW WORLD fIETURES

John Waters o DlvmeA

Ly [ h1

We were all kind of an angry bunch of lunatic kids, and | turned [Divine]

SIVINE

__.II.....I.I......IIII.-....I..'..

D H |{Savage Garden
q rren uyes front mun}
|Entertainmant Weekly, 1/14/2000, Beth Johnson)

“As the band’s public face, the boyishly handsome Hayves
even appreciates the marketing value of the is-he-or-isn't-
he? speculation he stirs up. ‘If you're straight, if you're
gay—hey, if you're a horse—and T appeal to you, great,” he
grins. ‘T don't feel particularly compelled at this point to set
the record straight.’ So to speak.”

{interview, 2/2000,

lohn Waters: ..
into an anti-hippie goddess, | wrote speeches for him where he would threaten te kill hippie
girlfriends and their pets and guzzle white sugar on their doorsteps—you know, everything
that was hippily incorrect in San Francisco—but they liked itl They had & sense of humor
about it. And it wasn't just gay people that liked him: Bikers liked him, criminals liked him,
all people that were angry liked him. And he liked using this humer and this terrorist kind

“In my career, I've
gone from babe to
bitch to bag.”

of persona. We always wanted him to be “Jayne Mansfield goes insane,” because Divine
and | worshiped at her altar.

Lypsinka: | would say you succeeded in your ambition.

There was never a glamour girl who was fat, so we accentuated the fatness with cutouts
for just the gut, things that you would just never see. Where it really got subversive was
in Hairspray, when he convincingly played a fal redneck mother in East Baltimore, and #§

DAWID APPLES

L=
Colin Farrell ..........

|latirview, 2/2000, Edward Halmars)
Edward Helmore: [Wlho is your Valentine?

Colin Farrell: Who would I want my Valentine to be?
Anybody you want.

Marlon Brando. Me and Marlon Brando over a nice candle-
lit dinner and a nice bottle of wine.

L]
L]
L]
L ]
L ]
L]
-

it's never revealed that he's a man. . of
B

Jume___s Woods

tephen Rebello) e

right]in lm%l.wlnﬁ-ﬂuﬂ‘md:rim:-:
- ERTIRA :

Jomes Woods .The mistake a lot of guys make is thinking that women think L

about men the way gay men think about men. The truth is,.gay men think about
men the way siraight men think about women.... P

Stephen Rebello: Have - .,

ik it b D " | you ever had an encounteg g 4 ' of

® with another man? ol
Selma Blair ... JEIESITm.
{Detarls, 1/2000, Brantley Bardin] on to me. Hg b il‘1¢r‘|d .;
Brantley Bardin: [What can you say] of mine, a famous gay = : 'E
about French-kissing Sarah Michelle [EREEMIEUACIERERES _ - .
Gellar in Cruel Intentions? a litle drunk. | said, “Are you | ' .:J

nuts?” He said,
| was like, "Please.”

mMypr - o
Selma Blair: My mom called after that esco- 'm sorry” and . w. °:

| pade and said, “Honestly, Selma—did you have

| grew up in

to use so much fongue?” And | can’t say that in the theater, which is a very cool community, 4. o

my real life I'm comfortable with that much sa | had a lof of h'“‘_”d5 who were gay. Maybe :g

iongue, buf the instructions were [Does a there was more social repression then, but gay J .g

dominatrix Gellor] “INow put your tangue in my people—maybe | was naive _”d didn't realize it - .-

mouth and massage my fongue with your —didn't come on to very pbviously heterosexual i :i

tonguel” So | was just following orders, people like me. | always find gay people . o

| goddamnit! [Laughs] very respecitul of the fact thot I'm so - ol

o z

R R R R N NN obviously heterosexual. :§
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lift my heéad up to look around Lhe
room and think, “This is decidedly
i] weird,” I'm in an old hotel ballroom,
in downtown Dallas, with 21 other

men, giving and receiving Taoist

Erotic genital massage. Then an in

tense wave of sensation undulates from my
groin, abliterates my ability 1o think of such
mund;m:- Ihing:\.‘, .'|I|(l | l'l,-|:l_t wnee ;1g}lill into
the massage. The ministrations of my maus-
seur, the intense breathing techniques, and
the music combine to create a sustained level
of pleasure | never imagined posgible, The
music fades. The leader calls for the mas-
seurs 1o move Lo Uiu next I.'|.||||_-. Nl\w h}ll'ﬁtl:-
caress my body and the first strains of Donna
Summer's I Fi
speakers. | smile, rememboring the fun of
dancing to this song in the '70s. With a Nash
1 gain a moment of insight. Ms. Summer is
not just singing about the thrill of béing gay
as I had imagined, or “hot sex.” which was
most of my priority during those times. Sud-
denly that "70s classie is saving so much more
to me; it includes the love | feel now, on this
table, vibrating with pleasure, It reminds me
that conscious sox includes a love that dis-
golves shame and fear and instills courage
and pleasure. In the immortal words of the
beloved teacher from Kung Fu, "Ah, Sol
Grasshopper.” This is what sacred sex can he.

el Love pnuntl 1i|rirug|l the

Western religions teach us that our bod-
ies are the souree of sin, They teach us that
celibacy is the only path to God and that sex
outside of marriage is a one-way licket to
hell. (Well, what if all the fornicators who
have ever lived are in bell? Maybe there's a
wing just for gays and leshians, It eould be a
fun place to spend a couple of millennia....)
Fortunately Eastern religions hold a broader
concepl nbout sex and Hp'lritlmli.l_',‘. T'ln.'lv
teach that sex, when used properly, can be
one of the mokt dynamie paths (o God. Why
wait for hell, live now!

The myatical traditions recognize that
sexual energy can be a potent source of spiri-
tual Gnergy The kaballists have théir sex
magic, The erotic rituals of a sect of Chinese
Tuoiem cullivate transformative energies
which are used for great benefits for self and
community healing. The East Indians and Ti-
betans have Tantra, Tantra, which gave us
the Kame Siedra, 18 the arl and scienee of cul
tivating sexual energy and directing it to
spiritual transtormation

Deepak Chopra savs; “Tantra is the clos
est vou ean get Lo magie or alehemy or trans-
mutation. Taptrie rituals are basioally
nlJI.l'ill]'.ll ||iuq‘.:|:|im~--\' thatl allow vou Lo Lrap
and transform power. When properly under
stood, Tantra is one of the most dynamic and
congtatent paths o enlightenmeni. Of course,

sextality Is a component of it. Tantra ac-
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knowledges that sexual energy is the most powerful energy in the
universe because it is the creative energy in the universe.”

I believe exploring the concepts and practices of erotie ritunls
are important for Westerners. We have a deep sexual wounding
from our Judeg-Christian heritage, Our sexual natures were first
denied when Adam and Eve “saw their nukedness™ and were evicted
from the Garden of Bden. Original gin is the philosophical and psy-
chological wedge that denies us the pleasures and experiences of our
physical bodies. Healing erotic rituals allow ug to expériencs our
bodies as sacred, to experience sexual energy as the cosmic creptive
wift that it is,

am standing in'a cirele of men. Thisis my first Body Eloc-
trie seminar. 1 am anxious about what this weekend will
hold. 1 know soon we'll all be naked and that at some point
1" be giving & complete stranger @ genital massage. Not
that that's never happened helore, Just not in broad day

light, in a room full of other men overlooking SMU. (That's

a cosmic joke in itself which gives me great nmusemoent), I had
heard of the Body Electric School before. 1t's based in California and

I,

=

| sing the body electric:
In a room high above

SMU, serenaded
by Donna Summer,
| discover:d a whole
different way
to be s:xuadl ...
and to be myself
by AlanDavidson

Photographs by WiodAllen Photagraphy

offers sex-positive experiences for men who love men and women
who love women—as well as for some especially brave straight
people. They offor a variety of weekend seminars and longer re-
treats which facilitute sexonl healing, intimacy, and exploring a va-
riety of erotic pleasures.

With my own fears and insecurities about my body and sexual
performance, | discounted the Body Electric School. Years passed
while 1 1-N|L|n|‘m| other .-plr'i'!uul pr:lul,il':-- and slowly matured emo-
tionallv 1 practiced Taa Chi. chanted the OM. discovered voga and
insight meditation, 1 went from being bartender at Rich's to becom-
ing a massage therapist and teacher. As 8 massage therapist | am
fascinated by the subtle physicnl energies that animate the grosser

tissues of the body. | explored reflexology, polavity therapy, and

l]"l,'l]".-".‘-lll' :‘il!l'llil'.il' ImMaRsagc, L\'l]l‘lil alll ’I,I'l'l' i "-1”[’]!““' ['l]lli[l“li!'ll:
However; my dream of a commitied, intimate, sexually potent, lite
chunging relationship still eluded me., 1 had studied Tantra, but not
practiced it. I was feeling inadequate about my sexual skills. My
friend David called to share his own extraordinary experience with
Body Electrie. He assured me I'd love it. The emotional and peyeho-

logicul payofl (not to mention aexiinl pavoll) of the class was well

worih the risks he'd taken. | remember Diavid
as one of the more sexually modest members
of our old group. If he ¢ould do it, 1 knew 1
could too. Insecurities be damned.

As the workshop unfolds I realize some-
thing quickly. This weekend is more about
intimacy than sex. | have spent years moving
through spiritual communities learning
about intimacy. Much to my regret I rarely
found much emotional depth with other gay
men. The Body Eleetric work emphuasizes
connection over technigue. And there are
groal fochniques, John, our seminar leader,
explains the penisis the part of 2 man’s body
which “gets the most amount of massage with
the least amount of imagination.”™ There are
opportunities to reveal curselves and to
share, to look deeply into the eyes of other
men ... or not. The thing I notice is the re-
spect that each man is given. No malter
where a man's at physically, emotionally,
sexually, mentally, or spiritually, he is hon-
ored, There is a constani celebration of the
male body and we are encouraged to embrace
our erotic selves. For all my insecurities over
the shape of my body or the size of my geni-
tals, I have never felt more welcome in a
group of gay men. That is a gift T will take to
my grave.

A primary kev in Tantra is the ability to
be present with your partner; to focus with
eye contact, to mateh the rhythms of the
breath, or meditate together. Tantra also
teaches the importance of mastering the or-
gasm. Women have four levels of orgasm:
the clitoral orgasm, the vaginal orgasm,
multiple orgasms, and the emrila. or divine
nectar. Men are taught to master ejacula-
tion. Rather than lose their sexual energy
out through the penis, the orgasm is di-
rected up the spine through the energy cen-
ters of the body (ealled chakras in Tantra)
Thus men become capable of mulliple or
“full body orgasms.” As a friend recently ob-
gerved, “If both partners are capable of mul-
tiple orgnsms, how do vou know when to
stop?” What a dilemma

Tantrie ritualz are most effective in com-
mitted long-term relutionships, The defenses
and barriers of our personality are healed in
the aafety. intensity, and intimacy of our pri-
mary relationships. My friend Sean Michael
used Lo sav, “Intimacy meana Inte-Me- See.”
Keith Hennessy, a San Francisco-based per-
formance artisl and spiritusel teacher, defines
intimacy as, “The ability to be naked with an-
other person and relax. Naked in all its con-
notations.” 1 explain intimacy as an
undefended encounter between {wo o more
mdividuals. Each of these desceribes the ex
pression of a self withoul the armor of de-
fenses: the vulnerability of just heing with

another person
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Trust is necessary to create a
level of intimacy. | was having
coffee at Starbuck’s with my
friend Joe the other day, He jok-
ingly asked me for my definition
of trust. I didn't readily have one.
After some soul searching and
contemplation, 1 came up with
this: If 1 trust you, it means I've
put my confidence in you, relying
on your character, your strength,
your truth. I believe trust is
earned and sustained over time.
There are levels of trust, as with
trusting some-
one with my re-
spect, my home,
my dog, my
money, my life,
my heart. I also
come back to
something

My friend
Sean Michael
used to say,

i R i

of spiritual strength. Mastering
erotic energy has two primary
results. In the art of lovemaking
it creates ecstatic satisfaction. It
also generates intense energy for
healing on all levels of body,
mind, and spirit.

As a teacher and a profes-
sional body-worker, I think it
wise to add: Spiritual and body-
centered transformation is a per-
sonal journey. The practices that
involve a teacher, therapist, or
facilitator are not to be used for
cultivating
sexual energy.
Healthy, con-
sensual sex is
defined as sex
between two in-
dividuals who
share an equal

Keith Hennessy ”Intimacy means balance of

said about
trusting in rela-
tionships. “Once
I determine that the other person
is not a psychopath or going to
overtly abuse me, the emphasis
of trust changes from them back
to me. It's not an issue of
whether I can trust them, but
can | trust myself enough to take
care of me in the relationship.”
Once trust and intimacy are
established, commitment is
needed for that maximum heal-
ing. Especially with the intensity
that tantric relationships gener-
ate. Commitment is needed to
create the container that allows
for all the personality defenses,
or character armor, to present
themselves (and they do!). Char-
acter armor is the defenses we
habitually use to protect our-
selves from being hurt. For ex-
ample, when I feel vulnerable 1
may try to cling or grasp onto my
partner for reassurance, In the
brilliant way that the world
works, I generally choose part-
ners who feel smothered by that
clinging and they retreat. Which
usually ereates a spiral of more
grasping and retreating. A solid
commitment and good dialogue
skills can diffuse that spiral and
allow real healing to begin. Dis-
solving those defenses does
create more safety and vulner-
ability, which is the true measure

Into-Me-See.”

power. This
excludes profes-
gional relation-
ships such as doctor/patient (or
psychotherapist/patient), lawyer/
client, or teachers/student. Sex
between a professional and his or
her client is abusive. Erotic ritu-
als invoke powerful energetic ex-
periences. Utilized unconsciously
they can hurt relationships and
spiritual evolution.

t is the final afternoon of

the weekend workshop.

For the past two hours 1

have received erotic mas-

sage from six masseurs. |

have breathed, thrashed,
shuddered, moaned, and sighed.
After 40 years | have experienced
myself in a totally different and
unigque way. | am also delirious
from the session. The music
fades and John leads us in a
minute of deep rhythmic breath-
ing, then three deep breaths fol-
lowed by a sound. We are
instructed to begin the Big Draw
which directs the accumulated
erotic energy throughout the
body. I tighten all my muscles,
including my breath, and hold
them as long as I can. I finally
collapse onto the table. I am
wrapped in the sheet from the
table which gives me the sense of
being shrouded. A stream of total
relaxation spreads from my belly,

RANDY MITEHMORE,; D.D.S.
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through my legs and arms, and
to my mind. I continue to breathe
as the first strains of The Mis-
sion soundtrack begin. It is a
most beautiful piece of music and
one of my favorites. The next
thing I realize is that my con-
sciousness is floating above the
massage table. I'm looking down
on my body. I'm having an out-of-
body experience, I am peculiarly
comfortable with this event. I
feel perfectly right with the
world and my place in it. I am
once again reminded that con-
scious sex, intimacy, and connect-
edness make something else
possible: a way of being human
that transcends the limitations I
often place on myself. For a rare
moment I feel free! Ah, So! Grass-
hopper. So this is sacred zex.
Started 15 years ago by gay
sexual pioneer Joseph Kramer,
Body Electric is based in Oak-
land. For more information and
a complete calendar of work-
shops, their contact information
is; 510/653-1594; e-mail:
bodyelec@aol.com; website:
wuww.bodyelectric.org.
Currently, the Body Electric
community in Dallas is more

active than in Houston, although
Body Electric workshops have
been offered in Houston on and
off in the last 10 years. Currently,
all Texas workshops are for men
fthey are eagerly looking for
a Texas waomen's coordinator;
women’s workshops are being
offered in L.A., N.Y.C., Van-
couver, Oakland, Seattle, among
other cities).

A level-one workshop for men,
“Celebrating the Body Erotic,”
will be offered in Dallas, March
11-12. The level one is a prerequi-
site for a variety of advanced
workshops. "Power, Surrender,
and Intimacy,” an advanced
workshop which explores a con-
setous approach to the technigues
and dynamics of S&M, will be of-
fered March 31-April 2. For more
information or to register, contact
the Oakland office, or call the
Dallas Body Electric coordinator
Todd Smith at 214/942-3062.
There will be an introductory
workshop in Houston for men liv-
ing with HIV, “Celebrating and
Reclaiming,” Oct, 7-8. The Hous-
ton coordinator is Gabriel Clark,
at 713/426-5196. Cost for most
workshops is $295,

(\ ) ur Sexual Bodies,

( \,.)ur Sacred Selves

A “pleasure activist” describes
how women can reclaim their bodies

~ through sacred erotic work
by K. Ruby

magine what it would
be like to live in your
body without shame. To
be able to speak about
every part and function
: without guilt, embar-
rassment, or fear. To express
pleasure and degire clearly. To
feel relaxed, awake, and beauti-

ful in every moment. Although
sacred erotic work has a great
potential for spiritual depth
and soaring, in my five years of
teaching, one of the greatest
impacts | have seen ig how it
enables people to fully inhabit
and celebrate the wonder of

their bodies: e o pige &%
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. Marion E. Coleman
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House of Coleman
Fine Printing & Graphics
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here is not one word
that creates tremor in
people more than the
word “relationships.”
Sometimes we desire
them, sometimes we
detest them. We ob-
sess about not having
one, followed by a
strategy to get out of one. Extreme and diffi-
cult in the most normal of times, Valentine's
Day focuses a spotlight on these pinings and
passions, making them even more unbear-
able and acute,

Historically, men and women have joined
together for tribal, cul-
tural, political, or eco-
nomic purposes. How-
ever, as religious, politi-
cal, and economic shifts
began to occur during
the 15th century, so did
the purposes for connee-
tion in committed relationships. Romantic
love began to be the reason for partnership.
Gay relationships follow along this same
course, with perhaps even more of an
emphasis on that starry ideal of Romantic
Love. As a culture, we've become addicted
to the love drug. But believe it or not,
romantie lave is actually just a hollow pre-
view of the possibilities of an intimate,
conscious relationship.

The model that I have been trained and
operate from both personally and profession-
ally is known as Imago Relationship Therapy.
Initially developed by Harville Hendrix, au-

ships including Gelting the Love You Want: A
Guide for Couples and Keeping the Love You
Find: A Guide For Singles, Imago presents an
understandable and practical approach to
maximizing the potential in all human rela-
tionships.

“We are born in relationship, we are
wounded in relationship,” says Hendrix. “And
we must heal in relationship.” No matter how
splendid a childhood we had, everyone ac-
quires psychic wounds that keep us from be-
ing happy, fulfilled, and loving adults.
However, Imago theory teaches us how we
can use our adult relationships to heal these
childhood scars. Of course, Imago did not in-

As with all drugs, the effects of the drug of

Cupid’s Arrow eventually wear off and we are
faced with the realities of the relationship.

vent the way to have a healthy relationship:
It just describes the protess-and developed
some techniques to help people in the places
we often get stuck.

According to Imago theory, when we are

‘attracted to a potential love partner, we're

actually picking the perfect person to help us
work through our wounds from childhood.
Whether gay or straight, female or male, we
tend to be drawn to someane who is a reason-

able fach_lmile of the person or people who
wounded us in childhood. The combined
‘traits, both negative and positive, of our male

and female caretakers from childhood form
what is called our Imago. These Caretaker

Traits hecome our “love script™ as we begin a
search for a partner.

Once we have found our Imago match, the
relationship journey continues in fairly pm-
dictable stages. First is the “Romantic Love
Stage," which ig generally fairly short, lasting
three to six months. This stage might be sig-
nificantly shorter or a little longer depénding
on factors such as geographie distancé, previ-
ous relationship history, or level of childhood
wounding. An interesting note is that as
people cycle through relationships; the ro-
mantic love stage seems to become shorter. .
This stage is followed by the “Power
Strugele” phase, which can and often does
last for a long time, gen-
erally ending in emg-
tional and or physical
separation. The third

the potential of the relationship that our un-
conscious has methodically sought out.

i

THE 3 STAGES OF RELATIONSHIP

Romantic Love: ! o e

An altered state of consciom

characterized by a state of euphoria, exﬂp&-

“Cupid's Arrow,” we often slip inte a state of
unconseiousness, staying up late, wanting to

play more and work less, apendmg qutg_gtm,@ \%@

stage is the state of a 3
“Conscious Relation-
ship." It i¢ in this stage
that we can maximize

o

Most of us know too well about the Ro-
mantic Love Stage, the much-sought- -after
state of *falling in love” period, This slage is. el

e %%5

ment, and ecstasy. With the m.;ectian.,,oi 2
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don’t have, or calling our newfound *love”
many times a day, Connection is the prime
objective and all other agendas seem insig-
nificant. We will often neglect our physical
body: spend less time with family or friends,
and have little or no interest in our jobs
Or careers.

This Romantic Stage of relationships is
in fact an altered state of consciousness.
Blinded by love, we enter a state of denial,
which is necessary for the process to con-
tinue. We deny the negative traits of our
new partner while magnifying the poesitives.
Our friends might say things like, “Don’t you
think she drinks a bit too much?” “Isn't he a
bit controlling?” or “He sure is mean to you,”
You are all the while making excuses: “He's
had a hard week” or “She’s just having a
rough day.” Wa are quite literally drugged by
a surge of endorphing and adrenaline. The
prime directive of this phase is in fact to get
two people who are incompatible (more
later) to be blinded long enough to make an
intimate connection. Once the connection
and some form of commitment is estab-
lished, the couple has the potential to do
some incredible healing and growth. There
i2 only one problem. Most of us are unaware
of the underlving relationship agenda to

heal our wounds and become scared when

the shift occurs.

As with all drugs, the effects of the drug
of Cupid’s Arrow eventually wear off and we
are faced with the realities of the relationship

that we have created. It sometimes feels like
someone has entered in the middle of the
_ night and stalen the person that we first fell

in love with. We often begin to [eel that we

The Imago
Model explains
why your lovers
keep driving
you crazy—
and why you

should thank
them for it

by Patrick Vachon, tMsw-acp

Photographs by
WoodAllen Photography

have “married our parents.” If you have ever
been in a relationship where you have
thought or said things like, “You treat me just
like a child,” “You act just like my mother,” or
“You sound just like my father,” then you
have successfully accomplished the initial
stage of relationships. Congratulations!

The good news: Romantic Love is sup-
posed to happen. The bad news: Romantic
Love is supposed to end. Little or no healing
or growth is likely to occur within a relation-
ship when the couple is in Romantic Love. Af-
ter all, how much growth can occur when
someone is intoxicated? The drug itself inher-
ently limits our capacities to grow. That is not
to say that we don't experience it as fun. In
fact, our culture glorifies it; as a society we
have beeome “addicted to love.” Many people

jump from one romantic love relationship to
the next; disillusioned when the romance
ends, they begin a new search for a new ro-
mantic high.

The Power Struggle:
Sleeping with the enemy

Once the drug has significantly worn off
for one or both partners, the second stage of
relationships begins, Say hello to the “Power
Struggle.”

During the Romantic Love phase we gen-
erally see our partners from a positive per-
spective. We tend to be blinded to the
negatives, or at least discount them enough
to remain connected. When the Power
Struggle beging there ig a tendency to negate
the positives and see mainly the negatives.
In fact the very traits of our partner that
caused us to fall for them in the first place
will likely begin to drive ug crazy in the
Power Struggle Phase. The man | originally
admired for his “calmness, stability, and
groundedness” during the Homantic Love
phase, [ might suddenly be wondering what
1 saw in this boring dork. If you were at-
tracted to that lively, outgoing woman vou
met at the Rainbow Chib, you may be feeling
cmbarrassed by how loud and pushy she sud-
denly seems.

Elation and excitement have {lip-flopped
to frustration and often despair. The experi-
ence of people in the Power Struggle stage is
often reported as like walking in a mine
field —or being a mine field Our triggers and
buttons are being pushed every which way.
Issues that we overlooked in the Romantic
Love stage become frighteningly apparent.
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Chelseaq,

The sounds of my soul
resonate through your
energy; that again | feel
through the warmth of
your touch; steadily.

Patty

Codey,
| love you like all the stars
in the sky. | am so proud
that you're in my life this
Valentine's Day, and

many more to come.
Love, John

Cindi & Christine,
The love | have
for you both will echo
in my heart until
its final beat.

Sandi “Pants”

Les,

Roses are red.
Violets are blue.
Words can’t express
how much | love youl

Love, Marc

Rosewoman,

| love you
big like the
UNIVERSE!

Love,
Gerard

These land mines feel very
real. What couples don't yet real-
ize is that the mines were planted
many vears ago and are a result
of those unmet needs and child-
hood wounds. The potential in
intimate love relationships is to
locate these land mines and
disarm them. To locate them,
however, it is generally necessary
to trip over them first. If unad-
dressed, the Power Struggle be-
comes a continual bombardment
of exploding mines, often result-
ing in some missing arms and
legs—or at least some further
wounding of all those hurt parts
of our psyche.

If the Power Struggle contin-
ues unchecked, there are fairly
predictable outcomes. Many
couples adapt by living a paralle!
relationship. On the surface
these relationships may appear
non-conflictual and fairly peace-
ful. They are sometimes the
couples that are in long-term re-
lationships but rarely connect. In
reality, the couple has adapted
with an “I do my thing, you do
yours" attitude, an unspoken
agreement of “don't stir the pot.”
They may live in the same house
and sleep in the same bed, but
true connection rarely occurs.
The communication is generally
limited to the essentials of day-
to-day living, Problems are not
addressed, conflict is avoided.

A second outcome is what we
call the hot relationship, with an
endless cycle of explosive fight-
ing and reconciling. These rela-
tionships have the potential of
being very intense, both in the
conflict of separation and the
passion of reconciliation. Uncon-
sciously, one or both partners
may be picking fights so that the
reconnecting energy might occur.
Although this results in at least
momentary closeness (and some-
times great sex), the intimacy
proves a transitory illusion as
the eycle continues once again.

A final way to adapt to the
Power Struggle is to end the rela-
tionship. Many couples go
through years of ongoing, low-
level conflict, pain, and distance,
which they never address on a
conscious level. This ongoing

negative energy creates a variety
of defensive postures which fur-
ther separation. Usually, one
partner reaches a threshold and
terminates the relationship.

We may have unconsciously
picked our partners to recreate
the hurtful patterns and damage
of our original caretaker, so that
we may heal these old bruises.
But, being unconscious, when the
pain and land mines start in,
the most common response is ...
defense! Different people defend
themselves either by fight, flight,
freezing, or submission (roll over
and play dead). Although these
forms of defense are attempts to
gain safety within the relation-
ghip, they don't address the ori-
gin of the pain, and generally
just produce distance.

There are certainly times of
real danger when distance is nec-
essary to secure one's safety. But
most of our defensive reactions
are out of proportion to the real
threat, In general these defense
postures were learned many
years ago in our childhood when
they were actually effective. Un-
fortunately these same postures
now limit and sabotage our adult
relationships. We create what we
defend against; defensiveness
always creates more defensive-
ness unless the other party has
the consciousness to stop the at-
tack. If we see our partner as the
enemy we will likely treat them
that way, and be treated that way
in return. This cycle must cease if
the relationship is to move in a
healing healthy direction.

The Conscious Relationship:
Break up or hreakthrough?
Unfortunately most couples
break up just before the break-
through. Like a good workout at
the gym, the most growth oecurs
at the final repetitions of the
exercise. This is also the point
that most people want to quit,
exhausted. There is, however, an-
other option: Take the relation-
ship to the next level, the stage of
Conscious Relationship. What a
tremendous innate potential is
possible when two people come
together with mutual dignity,

continued on page 53
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Mandy N,

Happy Valentines,
sweetheart. You make your
Dad the proudest man in
the world. | wouldn'
change a thing if | could.

Love, Daddy

Linda,

Your smile and your
love is my beacon
in this turbulent
sea of life.

Forever, Sandi

Dickie,

Even if the sun refused to
shine, even if romance ran
out of rhyme, you would still
have my heart until the end
of time. You're all | need,
my love, my Valentine.

Love, Dizz

Dear lover Ivan,

Thanks for your enthusiastic
support and ideas in my
new escapade. I'm excited
about all our adventures
together still to come.

Thanks, Wally

Mark,

Glad | ran info you
at Walgreens.
Welcome back
to Houston.
Happy Valentines!

Love, M

EXPERIENCE

a Change for the Better

Find the Solution You're Looking for

Create Prosperity ® Grow your Business
Overcome Roadblocks fo Success
Meet Your Destiny
Joyce M. Gayvles, Ph.D.
Clinical Psychologist and Business Coach

Call for a FREE Coaching Assessment
(713) 667-6047

Transformation7orks

Dial H
for Hollywood

Hollywood Frame Gallery, that is.
Give us a call—we're standing by
the phone waiting to hear from
you. Or drop by and see our
selection of posters, celebrity
autographs, photographs,

and lobby cards. And

we do really great

custom framing.

Open 10am-6pm,
Mon-Sat,
till 8 on
Thurs

Henywood

Reel Framing for Real Peaple
2431 Bissonnet
713/942-8885

FDAME CALLEDRY

Learn the truth about
Homeosexualily and
the Bible

in the sermon
series thru
March 19, 2000

Fellowship

Metropolitan
Community Church .
"A liberating church serving a liberating God,* |4

Join us for worship at our new
location in the home of

Central Congregational Church

1311 Holmamn ( across from WOC downtown campus)

Rev. Janet L, Parker, Pastor
Phone T13-528-67H6

Fax T13-528-6447
maranatha@evl.net

Bible Study 5:30 pm » Worship Service 6:30 pm
Nursery Arailable

Mid-Week “Home Groups” Teesdays and Wednesdays-
Call 713.528.6756 for locations.
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An Open Letter to
1V Negative

Gay Men in Houston from

0 you have a fever, mus-

cle aches, malaise -

the “crud” that's going

around the office? Before you
assume it's the flu or other common

aliment, ask yourself: “Have |

recently engaged in sexual behav-

=
=
—

REMEMBRANCE
PROJEL |

ior, such as unprotected receptive

TER
0D

anal intercourse, that might have

exposed me to HIV?” Recent infec-

tion with HIV, known as primary HIV
infection, is the second leading

cause of fever in gay men. Are you

sure it's the flu?

Recognizing the signs of a recent HIV infection can make an
enormous difference if you receive prompt medical attention.
New research at Harvard University and other academic
centers indicates that persons treated soon after infection
may preserve the ability of their immune systems to control

the virus. Persons who treat later may lose this advantage.

We bring this information to your attention because recent
evidence suggests that gay male Houstonians, especially
young gay men of color, are once again becoming HIV-infect-
ed at an alarming rate. In 1999, according to the City of
Houston's HIV/AIDS surveillance program, another 389 gay
males in Harris County tested positive for the first time. Of
these, 24% were African-American or Hispanic men 20 to 29
years old. These figures are consistent with a study report-
ing that young minority gay men in Houston have the highest
rate of seroconversion of any gay male community in the
United States.

Primary HIV infection is a medical emergency. The symptoms
of primary infection are “flu-like.” They occur 2 to 4 weeks
after exposure to the virus and include the following:

* fever » diarrhea

* swollen lymph nodes * nausea & vomiting
s sore throat * headache

* rash * ulcerations in

* muscle aches the mouth or on

* malaise the genitals

These symptoms can last for 4 weeks or longer and vary in
severity from person to person.

Treatment for primary infection will not cure HIV. But it may
give your immune system a chance to control the virus - a
chance that could be lost forever if treatment is delayed.

If you would like more information about the recognition and
treatment of primary HIV infection, or if you need a referral to
a physician specializing in HIV, please call The Center for
AIDS at 281-HIV-INFO.

Treatment during primary HIV infection: it’s the chance of a lifetime

The Center for AIDS = 1407 Hawthorne * Houston, TX = 713.527.8219
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STRESSED?

e amazing and simple here and now with mindfulness meditation.

e

Stress Reduction Tips

* Make ordinary, repefitive occasions
such as the telephone ring or a trip fo
the restroom a reminder to notice your
breath and activity of your mind for a
few moments.

* Make computer down fime o time
to turn inward and ask yourself, “Am |
awake now?” Or a traffic jom. Or an
unexpected wait in line. Any time your
well-oiled life is unexpectedly clogged
up, instead of impatiently cursing, take
this as a gift of calm, an unexpected
moment of sfillness.

o When you're in a hurry, ask your-
self, “Do | really need to hurry?”

* Experiment with being compas-
sionate and nonjudgmental with
yourself when you are reminded of
your limitations.

—— ————

= 1

.t _-r’\'

" ATTENTION

Maybe your life just isn’t ordinary enough: N-olitilg the

by Micki fine, M. Ed., L.PC

ack Kornfield, author of A Path With
Heart and founder of Spirit Rock
Meditation Center, said, "At the end
of life, our questions are very simple: Did
I live fully? Did | love well?” Many of
those with terminal illnesses have

experienced this, and have much
to teach. But perhaps these

ally happening. A working definition of
mindfulness is paving attention, in the

present moment, without judgment.

Many people wonder why being
more aware of the moment is important
and how it can help them. Imagine

b coming home from work after a
~_ busy day with lots of chores

questions should be asked / n N ahead'ofytlu. Waiting for you
well before the end of life The ﬁﬂl' rule 1§ . is your partner or loved
too. Thlslsy;:an be a wake- I'o keep an "n‘r‘ub’e‘ \ one_whu wants to tell ym;
up call for everyonme.f . w " some wonderful news. [
Mindfulness is the path |/ ’plr“- The IEtOI\d I you are preoccupied
by which you can heed | : : with your “urgent”
the call to live fully and *0 l°°k }hlne’ In *he business, you may go
be well, face and know them  through the motions of
g 1] listening, perhaps even
What is Hlnlll:lllm? . For Wha* *hev are. rushing off before they
People generally walk . Marcus Aureluis are through. You may
around on automatic pilot. \_ miss the happy look on your
More often than not, we are not ' panmr'sface, ar the inflection in

really where we are. When we are eating,
many of us are reading, working, or worry-
ing about the past or future instead of tast-

ing each bite of our food. Mindfulnessis a

way to break free from being on autopilot

and to wake up to the experience of what's
really going on around us while it's actu-

his or her voice that touches your heart. If
you can truly focus on the conversation.
and not let your mind drift to planning and
fretting, you can find more pleasure in the
moment, open your heart to the joy of

what's cwm.fiy happening in your life,

i

i S
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Now accepting Medicare,
Some HMOs, PPOs,
and Standard Insurances.

Patricia Salvato, MD
Medical Director

Provider dedicated to serving the HIV community

Nutritional Intervention
Massage Therapy
Stress / Pain Therapy
Neuropathy Therapy

Workshops & Seminars

Increase Self Esteem

Exercise Programs

Personal Trainers

Peer Support

Steroid Education

Eb KINSER,
BSMLI. C‘R_S. DIRECTOR

For more information call (713) 349-9750

Carlos A
Farinas;, MD

Patrick .
MacNamara, MD

Julia A,
Kovaks, MD

| nearthe
o a101
Greenbriar,

G

Roderick N,
Frazier, MD

Healing Houston’s

Lesbian and Gay Community
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(713) 520-5537

5

]

+ One source for all your medication needs

+ HIV certified pharmacists to help manage your therapy
+ Private one-on-one consultation with your pharmacist
+ Nutritional service and support available

+ Confidential home delivery available

+ Coordination and filing of insurance benefits

www.statscript.com

Larry Harrison, RPh Monda

4101 Greenbriar, Suite 235 9:00 - 6:30

(713) 521-1700 Tues - Fri.
9:00 - 5:30

William Southward, RPh

Jeffry Felcman, RPh o e

3407 Montrose, Suite A5 S'aturd.éy

(713) 522-7373 9:00 - 1:00

Our everyday life is full of "ordinary”
things that we take for granted, simple mar-
velous events, like smelling the delicate spray
from an orange skin yvou're peeling over
breakfast, or the jokester co-worker who pops
into your office, or just the delight of brushing
your hair, touching your partner’s shoulder,
sinking into your pillow: To illustrate, imag-
ine that you have a toothache, It is painful.
When it goes away, you glory in the ab-
sence of pain. “Oh! How marvelous,” you
think with relief, “to not have that pain
clouding my mind, The world seems so
bright and new.” However, after awhile
you take the “non-toothache” for granted.
But the world is still just as delightful,
it's just that we've lost our eyes to see.

But we don't need to lose this capac-
ity for appreciation and marvel. If we fo-
cus on our “ordinary” experiences, bring
our attention to the orange and the pillow,
it can help us appreciate that our lives
are full of abundance, perhaps right in
the midst of difficulty.

But what about those difficult times? We
seem to have a natural aversion to pain: Just
as we draw away from the hot stove, we
eringe in the face of emotional difficulty and
stressful times. Make it go away! Or, second
best, ignore it. Go have a smoke, a drink, eat
half the refrigerator ... or stay very busy.
These are very temporary diversions that do
not resolve the difficulty and often make the
situation worse.

The mindfulness approach says: Just
watch., Watch the mind, the emotions,
watch the pain arise. That painful emotion
ig just a feeling, it's actually not a hot stove,
it's not going to kill you. In watching your
emotions, try and let go of all those judg-
ments: “Oh, this is horrible, I don’t want to
feel this.” Or, “Now this is fun, let's do some
more.” Mindfulness can help us nurture a
calm awareness within a stressful situation
and gain insight into how to handle the
stress more resourcefully.

The medical establishment is beginning
to embrace the techniques of mindfulness and
meditation. Jon Kabat-Zinn (author of Wher-
ever You Are, There You Are and Full Catastro-
phe Living) founded a Mindfulness-Based
Stress Reduction center at the University of
Massachusetts Medical Center Research to
teach and research the medical applications of
mindfulness meditation. Research at the
UMass center and elsewhere has found mind-
fulnesg meditation to offer a variety of solid
medical benefits, both physical and psycho-
logical: boosting the immune system; redue-
tion of chronic pain; reduction of anxiety,
panic, and depression; increased self-aware-

Family Owned and Operated

Mon.-Fri. 10-7
Sat. 10-6 « Sun. 1-5

113-993-0550

L34k Westheimer on Midlane
in the Westheimer Oaks Village
(next door to Cafe Pesrier Restaurant)
www.powersource.com/bmshooks

Homeopathy: A realistic answer
for today’s health problems.

Homeopathy is an effective, proven approach
for allergies and sinusitis: ADD/ADHD, depression,
insomnia, immune disorders and other acute or chronic conditions.
Discover how homeopathy can help improve voue health!

CENIH' L. GRIFFIN, piHoy. FBIH
HOMEOPATH

For an appointment or 2
call 713/572-0343.

www.griffinhomeopa

4543 Post Oak PLace, suite 114 » Hﬂm\lmn, TX 77027
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REAL ESTATE, REAL EASY™

MAID

¢ IN THE

" SHADE

Resi-lential & (_ommercia’ Cleaning Services

- Free Estimates
Insured and Bonded
» Regular or Ore

Move-In / Move-Out

- Spring & Deep Cleaning

« Dependable & Professional
. Satisfaction Guaranteed

713 665 6243

6210-A Royalton

T TP o
! G

- et

COLDWELL
BANKER O

G ReaL Estate ReaL Easy™ -

UNITED,

making people happy since 1988

by b o | i
’ e

et

|! ;
4 :
. |LOVE RELA
I s ’ la ¢ h ’
p Learn Easter Ways to Have Happier Relattons tps
A real couple, Tony Carroll, and his partner, Dr. Bruce W. Smith, invite you inta their home furtlit
i series of seminars in which you will leam easier ways to have happierlove relationships. ;'_1
g anglgs_ __ lean to: date to find the perfect partner, profit from your earlier experi %’J
it ences, eliminate incompatible people faster, meet others who want
1[ ¢ you want, explore new places for meeting people, be attracted to mm‘h i
g appropriate partners, identify and overcome what keeps you single,
F{ﬁ understand the natural stages of relationships, plus muchmore.
i Co upl €S, .leam to: solidify a new relationship, communicate more clearly, put
e recurnng problems to rest, enhance romance and passion, help you both
o s

get what you want, please partner while pleasing self, strengthen the
relationship, & develop plans whichensure pleasure.

Day One: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM * Day Two: Noon - 4:00 PM
Saturday Lunch Included * Limited Space

e

ToONY CARROLL, LMSW-ACP
Consultation and Psychotherapy

1 Licensed Master Social Worker » Advunced Clinical Practitioner
| Nationsl Academy of Psychothernpy » Cenified Inugo Relationship Therapist

2211 Norfolk, Suite 505, Houston, Texas 77098

Please Call
713.522.3045

For Seminar Dates
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ness, self-trust, and self-acceptance; adapting
to change more fluidly; having a more relaxed
attitude toward life; improved concentration
and creativity,

Mindfulness Meditation

The skill of bringing
nonjudgmental awareness to our experi-
ence is developed through mindfulness
meditation. Many people think they
cannot meditate because they can-
not quiet their minds, But what
you need to realize is that ev-
sryone has a wandering
mindfulness
meditation, aetivity of the
mind is not considered a
distraction, but part of the
practice. By applying
nonjudgmental awareness
to the activity of the mind

calm,

mind; in

breath, we begin to awaken L
from automatic thinking, that \
feeling that we're just tumbling
through our lives on automatic pilot.
We experience deep relaxation and =zelf-accep-
tance, and develop the skill of carefully pay-
ing attention. It is a process of growing from
reacting antomatically, unconsciously, to a
calm awareness of pro-active choice, change,
and responsibility. Commitment to a daily
mindfulness practice fosters physical healing
and relaxation, and dramatic changes in be-
liefs, attitudes, habits, and behaviors.

The art of paying attention developed
through meditation helps us focus on the
present moment throughout our day. As in

"Be patient N\
toward all that

is unresolved in your
heart and fry to love

|  the question themselves."
and returmr?g to the ; Iliﬂl'mm

T R SN

meditation, we use the breath as a point of
focus when cultivating awareness in daily
life. For example, if you notice that you are
not present to your experience, you can be-
come mindful by focusing on your breath
and then broadening that focus to other as-
pects of your experience. We use the
\  breath because it is always with us; it
connects us to our bodies and is the link
% between the body, the mind, and vast
internal resources,
While learning mindful-
ness meditation, [ encourage

people to be very gentle and
patient with themselves
\ and not to try too hard fo
relax (which is what
people think
meditation is abeut).

most

Trying too hard will
only add pressure.
Mindfulness meditation
ig actually a nonstriving
process in which we make
time for “being” and “non-do-
ing." This is difficult to grasp be-
cause our culture places so much value on
doing more, having more, and getting
ahead. So patience and nonjudgmental ac-
ceptance of oneself is important.
Mindfulness meditation practice can
help you experience life to its fullest, deal
with the stress that exacerbates yvour
symptoms, and know that you find still-
ness fmd peace every rwhere.

Micki Fine is a psychotherapist in Houaton
with a counseling practice grounded in a
mindfuiness approach.

“lim,"” to his large family of
friends and colleagues,
passed away on January 1.
2000. Jim was a dedicated
social worker, therapist,
educator; activist. AA spon-
sor, and caring human being
who brought joy and laugh-
ter to all whose lives he
touched. Jim was an inte-
 gral part of many HIV orga-
nizations: and programs
through the years, including
AIDS Foundation Houston,
New Counseling Center,

IN MEMORY OF

James Stuart Anderson, LMSW-ACP

| in the lesbian and gay com-
munity. Jira is survived by his
former partner and cherished
friend. Doug Moon, of Hous-
ton; by his best friend Raul
| Carvajal, of Houston;
housemates Jake  and
Sylester; Aunt Desyl Spivey
| of Moline, 1il.; father Maurice
Anderson of Iiﬁnms.‘&roﬂmr _
 Larry  Anderson  of
'Fredmcksburg, and a large
extended family thmughmlt
Houston and Texas. The
family has requgsted that

Montrose Clinic, the Gay and Lesbian
Health Conference, and was a long-time sup-
porter of the Lambda Center and its vital role

‘memorial comnbutmus in Jim's n“ame
be made to the Lambda Center. 120! W
Clay, Houston ?’?ﬂlﬁ e

i i,

Want Muscle?

- HOUSTON

#1 IN PERSONALTRAINING

713.880.9191

233 Birdsall

MNear
Memaorial
Park and

Doawntown

M-F 6-10
Sat. and Sun.

10-6

MEd, LPC,CHt

I
|
|
‘ shan€ hennesey
| * Addictions

* Childhood trauma

* Spiritual growth & exploration

= Body/Mind work

o Hypnotherapy =~ :

713.522.0388

Pgr. 281.510.9139 i

ethan@pdg.net :

http://freeweb.pdg.net/ethan/ i
1712 Fairview

MC/Visa Accepted
Cash receipts for Insurance reimbursement.
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From the Heart
by Alan Cohen

t a seminar | presented in Greece, a
woman named Georgia reported
that she had been married to a
man who was emotionally absent. After long
and frustrating attempts to infuse life into
her ailing marriage, Georgia felt she needed
to leave. “I told my husband I wanted a di-
voree, but he refused to give it to me,” she
recounted. “So | deecided that even if he
didn’t love me, I would love me, I decided
that I would give myself the love and kind-
ness | had been seeking from him. So every
day I wrote myself a long love letter telling
myself how beautiful, wonderful, and desir-
able I am.

“Then ene day my husband
found one of these letters. Since it
was unsigned, he assumed it was
from another man. He came to me
waving the letter in his hand and
told me, ‘1 can't compete with this—
you can have your divorce!™

Everyone and everything that
shows up in our life is a reflection of
something that is happening inside
of us. All events and experiences in
our field of awareness represent the
“out-picturing” of a feeling, belief,
or attitude we are holding, Thus we can use
every event as a barometer of where we are
on our path. “We think in seeret and it comes
to pass; environment is but a looking glass.”

This universal Law of Attraction means
that we “hire” everyone in our play to act out
the script we have written. This is why we
experience repetitious patterns in relation-
ship, work, or health; different actors are
showing up to play the same role. Eventually
we recognize that it cannot be an accident
that the same type of people keep doing the
same things; it is we who have drawn them
according to the signals we are radioing to
central casting.

The good news about the Law of Attrac-
tion is that the moment we change our mind,
heart, or attitude, the outer world must re-
flect it, often immediately. In Georgia's case,

OUT THERE

Say goodbye to that love roller coaster,
hello to a 24-hour non-stop love-in.

she was holding an unconscious attitude that
she was unlovable and did not deserve a hus-
band who was present and attentive. As soon
she grew beyond that limiting belief, released
her husband from the onus of her emptiness,
and gave herself the love she sought, he had
no choice but to match it or leave. I have ev-
ery reason to expect that Georgia's next rela-
tionship was a vast improvement, :
We can save ourselves all kinds of pain
and escape the struggle of endless manipula-
tion by determining what we would like to
receive from other people, and then giving to
ourselves, This all-important shift can be dif-
fienlt in a world where we are daily bom-

If we decide that another
person is the source of our
love, we set ourself up for

a roller-coaster ride of
heady ecstacy followed by
painful frustration.

barded with the notion that we are empty
and needy, and everything we want and need
is out there. Out there is a romantic partner;
a hit record; a new car; a more prestigious
job; a better house. The funny thing about
getting things from out there is that if you
did not know you were whole before you got
the thing, you will not become whole when
you get it; in fact you will feel even more
empty and confused. As Buddha asked, “If
you do not get it from yourself, where will
you go for it?

Cool Runnings is a delightful story of a
group of young Jamaican men who decide
they will enter the bobsled competition in the
winter Olympies, based on real events. The
team faces and overcomes tremendous odds
to make it to the competition. The night be-
fore the big race, one of the team members

confides to the coach that he will feel like a
failure if he returns home without a medal.
The eoach has some good advice for this fel-
low: “If you do not know that you are good
enough without the medal, you will not be
good enough with the medal”

February is the month of lovers. All of us
truly want to be in love, for love is our natural
state—literally who we are. The question is
not, “Should we love?” but “Where will we find
the love we desire?” If we decide that another
person is the source of our love, we set our-
selves up for a roller-coaster ride of heady ec-
stacy followed frustratien.
Sometimes our partner will do things that
make us feel loved, and sometimes he or
she will do things that make us feel un-
loved. But as long as anything she or he

by painful

does can make us feel one way or an-
other, we have set ourselves up for a fall;
we have given our power away in a most
unkind (to ourselves) way, and we be-
come little more than a vo-yo on the
string of life.

There is another way to love, far more
magnificent, real, and rewarding. This
way finds the source of our love, power,
and life within us. This way teaches that
our purpose is not to import love, but to express
it. Instead of being a love secker, we become a
love finder. We do not wait for love—we gener-
ate in it. Then we get to bask in the warmth of
our own beauty any time we choose, potentially
all the time.

D.H. Lawrence elucidated this prineiple
most eloquently:

Those who go searching for love only find
their own lovelessness. But the loveless never
find love; only the loving find love, and they
never have to search for it.

Happy Valentine’s month, fellow lovers.

Alan Cohen lives in Maui, Hawaii, and is the au-
thor of 14 popular inspirational bocks including
the award-winning A Deep Breath of Life. Visi
Alan's website at www.alancohen.com, or call
B00/568-3079.
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Relationships, Imagine

continued from page 45

respect, and commitment to heal-
ing and growth.

To create a Conscious Rela-
tionship, Imago teaches a process
of dialogue and stretching. Lov-
ers must first and foremost es-
tablish safety. Easier said than
done. To help keep pariners from
squaring off into their accus-
tomed defensive positions, the
Imago method teaches a tech-
nique called an “intentional dia-
logue,” which is really just solid
compassionate listening. When
discussing a conflict or trauma,
each pariner expresses what
they feel, and then tries to repeat
back what the other says, vali-
dating the other’s reality, al-
though not necessarily agreeing
with them. As the partners dis-
cuss each other’s feelings, each
should remember that their part-
ner is just reacting from patterns
they learned as children that
kept them safe and alive, As we
better understand and empa-
thize with our partner, we find
that self-knowledge follows. The
two partners start to see how
each contributes to the collective
drama: the drama that is their
relationship, the psychic drama
of each person’s journey
awareness and well-being.

But even with open, safe dia-
logue, change is still almost stub-
bornly difficult. There is generally
a myth in relationships that part-
ners don't change or meet each
other’s needs because they don't

o

want to. Although this is some-
times the case, it is the rare
exception. Instead, in Imago
therapy we've seen that one
person’s greatest need within the
relationship is always met with
the other person’s greatest de-
fense. Usually we've specifically
picked someone who has trouble
meeting our needs because of
their own childhood wounds. And,
it is in these situations that the
true potential of a relationship
exists, as we “stretch” beyond our
learned defensive patterns.

In moving from talking to
doing, the Imago method next
teaches partners a process for
“stretching.” Through the inten-

tional dialogue, you ask your
partner for several “hehavior
changes," ways vou'd like to see
him or her change within the re-
lationship to meet your needs—
knowing that it's going to be
difficult because of their past
wounding. Choosing one of your
requests, your partner then
slowly stretches through their re-
sistance against giving it, Like
the gym analogy, muscle growth
must oceur slowly. If someone
tries to lift too much too fast, the
body will resist and collapse.
Likewise, if emotional change is
attempted too fast, the emotional
body will resist. And slowly and
methodically, the one having the
need begins to get it met, while
the partner who has the resis-
tance begins to grow through
their defensive posture.

Amazingly, as couples experi-
ence this win/win exuberance of
healing and growth, they stop
seeing conflict as a burden, and
shift to the viewpoint that “con-
flict is growth trying to happen.”
Our genius selves picked those
partners with which we’ll find
conflict, and now our compas-
sionate and wise selves can use
that conflict to heal the places
where we're stuck and hurt and
not living a full and loving life.

The safety and dropping of
defenses only builds. Contrary to
much of our childhood learning,
defenselessness in a “conscious
relationship” contributes to more
vulnerability and honesty, which
leads to increased safety. “In my
defenselessness my safety lies.”
Once safety is established, joy
and connectedness follow.
Instead of a blind romance
doomed to speedy failure, or a
violent and numb destructive
marriage, we can create an inti-
macy that is physically, emotion-
ally, sexually, spiritually, play-
fully, and intellectually alive, and
use our brilliant relationship to
reframe our lives and our jour-
ney to self-actualization.

Patrick J. Vachon is in private
practice as a clinical social worker
in Houston; his counseling and
his workshops focus on relation-
ship work using the IMAGO
Model. He can be reached at
vachonpi@aol.com.
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Insulation
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|616 Cohn Street * Houston, TX 77007
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COMMUNITY.
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At Bank of America, we think finding mortgage resources should be easy.
That's why we’ve created a remarkable team of friendly, knowledgeable
martgage experts, all as individual as the community they serve.

Winston Hong, Account Executive
Tele (713) 6694472

Bankof America. __

Bank of America Mortgage //
TX3-202-01-01 °
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by Daryl Moore

PUNT!

When the Vermont Supreme Court
passed the ball to the Lege, did

same-sex marriages get slam-dunked?

ermont has a constitu-

tional obligation to ex-

tend same-sex couples
the same benefits, protection,
and security that Vermont law
provides opposite-sex couples.”
8o said the Vermont Supreme
Court in Baker vs. State when
it held that the constitutional
rights of three same-sex
couples were violated when
they applied for but were de-
nied marriage licenses.

When 1 first heard the news
from Vermont, | was thrilled. But
after | read the opinion, I wasn't
sure how I felt,

The Baker decision sounds
like a victory for same-sex
couples. And perhaps it will even-
tually prove to be one. For now,
however, three same-sex couples
who have lived together in com-
mitted relationships for periods
ranging from four to 25 years, and
two of which have raised children,
will have to wait a little longer.

Why? Because although the
Vermont Supreme Court may
have started out its opinion with
a bang by declaring that same-
sex couples are entitled to the
same benefits as opposite-sex
couples, it ended with a whimper
by sending the issue to the Ver-
maont Legislature.

Specifically, after holding
that Vermont is constitutionally
required to extend same-sex
couples the same benefits and
protections that flow from mar-
riage, the Vermont Supreme
Court decided that “whether this
ultimately takes the form of in-
clusion within the marriage laws
themselves or a parallel ‘domes-

Writing from the liberal end of the spectrum, Houston
attorney Daryl Moore has a general practice and is
board certified in civil appellate law. He can be
reached at DarvIMoore@outsmartmagazine.com.

tic partnership’ system or some
equivalent statutory alternative,
rests with the Legislature.”

I don’t like decisions that
split the baby. Nobody won here,
The court found a eonstitutional
violation, so why did they put the
plaintiffs on hold? After setting
aside every groundless assertion
set forth by the state in its argu-
ment against same-sex marriage,
and after concluding that the
plaintiffs’ constitutional rights
had been violated, why did the
court refuse to grant the plain-
tiffs any relief?

It did so because it worried
that “a sudden change in the mar-
riage laws or the statutory ben-
efits traditionally incident to
marriage may have disruptive and
unforeseen consequences,... Uncer-
tainty and confusion could result.”

Disruptive to whom? Uncer-
tainty and confusion about what?
The court doesn't bother to explain.

The court’s bravery in recog-
nizing and striking down dis-
crimination against same-sex
couples is commendable. Its re-
fusal to afford same-sex couples
an immediate remedy is not.

In a blistering dissent, Justice
Denise Johnson pointed out the
problem with the majority’s deei-
sion, She wrote: “l respectfully
dissent from the [majority’s] novel
and truncated remedy, which in
my view abdicates this Court’s
constitutional duty to redress vio-
lations of constitutional rights."

Judge Johnson recalled a
gimilar case in 1948, when the
California Su-
preme Court

continued an p. 56

54 FEBRUARY 2000  OutSmart

by Dale Carpenter

GAYS IN THE MILITARY SHOWERS

What will it mean to have an openly
gay man among all those glistening
athletic heterosexual male bodies?

t all comes down to the show-

ers, doesn't it? Sure, some

experts defend the military's
antigay policy with abstruse con-
cepts like "unit cohesion.” But
those are just gvords. Behind the
words is sexual anxiety about ho-
mosexuals, A retired Marine com-
mandant who helped design
President Clinton's “Don't Ask,
Don't Tell” policy recently said on
national television that he would
be uncomfortable sharing “body
heat” with a gay soldier on a cold
battlefield.

It’s tempting to laugh at the
paranoia behind that kind of talk.
But there is a serious question of
sexual privacy here, one that has
to be addressed if openly gay sol-
diers are to serve their country.

The argument has to start
with a recognition of what the U.S.
military is and what it is not. It is
the most powerful and efficient
killing machine in the world.
That's a good thing for the liberties
of more than 250 million people.

The U.S. military is not an
extension of civil society in smart
uniforms and shiny medals.
Rights that civilians take for
granted are routinely denied to
military personnel. They are told
when to wake up, when to go to
sleep, where to live, what to do,
what to say and what not to say

.. and they are stripped of pri-
vacy. These, too, are all good
things for the rest of us. What-
ever we do in any area of military
policy must preserve the effec-

tiveness of our fighting force,

Defenders of “Don't Ask,
Don't Tell” argue that mixing
gays and straights in the
military's atmosphere of forced
intimacy will threaten that ef-
fectiveness. In a recent Wall
Street Journal op-ed, sociology
professor Charles Moskos offers
an analogy to male-female rela-
tions. “Nowhere in our society
are the sexes foreed to undress
in front of each other,” he ob-
serves, So we segregate men
from women in the military. “If
we respect women's need for pri-
vacy from men, then we ought to
respect those of heterosexuals
with regard to homosexuals,”
Moskos argues.

Opponents of “Don't Ask,
Don’t Tell” tend to dismiss this
sexual privacy argument, and the
male-female analogy in particu-
lar. One snickering response is
that heterosexual men will now
get the same unwanted sexual ob-
jectification they've given women
for centuries. Unfortunately, that
answer only reinforces the con-
cerns it laughs at.

Another bad response goes to
the other extreme, suggesting
that gay soldiers will be asexual
models of propriety. Let us in, it
is suggested, and we won't make
sexual advances or suggestions;
we won't even look at our com-
rades in the showers.

Please.

Back in the real world where

continued on b 56

Writing from the conservative end of the spectrum,
atterney Dale Carpenter is the winner of three Vice
Versa awards for excellence in gay writing. A long-
time Houston resident, Dale began his column for
OutSmart in 1994; he is now living in San Francisco,
* and his column is syndicated across the country.
. He can be reached care of this publication or
at OutRight@aol.com. For more OutRight, visit

wivw.Planetout.com.
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SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER

Rev. Jimmy Creech

Rev. Jimmy Creech has been working diligently to change
the laws within the United Methodist Church that
discriminate against LGBTs. After
performing a same sex holy union
ceremony for two men, the Methodist
Church Jury found Creech guilty of |
violating rules of the church and |
withdrew his credentials of ordination.
Come hear Rev. Jimmy Creech’s
remarkable story of faith, hope and
renewal and how his ministries continue.

Sunday, Feb. 6, 2000
9 am & 11 am Services

Resurrection MCC

1919 Decatur » Houston, TX 77007

713/861-9149

www.mccr-hou.com

/
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ROB SCHMERLER & STAFF
713.661.7700

Business Insurance » Workers Compensation
Group Health « Life Insurance & much more

JEFFREY

BULES Sc mn RLER

For Home, Health am,_i_?'_ uto Insurance
Call Jeffrey for a Quote.
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struck down a law that barred interracial
eouples from getting marriage licenses. In
that case, the state court did declare the in-
terracial couples winners, and then told them
to wait for a remedy. It held that the law was
unconstitutional and found that the couples
were entitled to apply for and receive mar-
riage licenses. It did not send them to legisla-
tive purgatory to sit on their hands while a
bunch of lawmakers contemplated some
“separate but equal” scheme.

Accordingly, Johnson argued that same-
sex couples are entitled to immediate relief,
just like the interracial couples in 1948 were.
She reasoned that “groups that have histori-
cally been the target of diserimination cannot
be expected to wait patiently for the protec-
tion of their human dignity and equal rights
while governments move toward reform one
step at a time.”

And, she chided the majority’s decision to
punt, concluding that it “leaves the plaintiffs
without redress and sends the matter to an
uncertain fate in the Legislature.”

I agree with Judge Johnson. The prevail-
ing plaintiffs in Vermont walked away with
nothing more than a declaration that they
are right. But they still cannot marry. Their
relationships still enjoy no legal recognition.
And the court's directive that the Vermont
Legislature take some act to remedy the
wrong rings hollow.

We've been here before. An Hawaii court
has already held that same-sex couples
should be allowed to marry. And, an Hawaii
electorate has already erased that holding by
passing a constitutional amendment banning
game-sex marriages.

By refusing to give the plaintiffs in Baker
immediate relief, the Vermont Supreme
Court—intentionally or not—invited the Ver-
mont electorate to do the same thing the Ha-
waii electorate did.

So, while we patiently wait for the Ver-
maont Legislature to move toward reform, we
will wonder whether the court’s opinion in
Baker is a win, a loss, or a draw.

OutRight
continued from p. 55
real people feel real sexual attraction while
living and working in close guarters, what
will it mean to have an openly gay man
among all those glistening, athletic hetero-
sexual male bodies?

We must first recognize that the issue is
not, “Shall we let gays serve?” Gays have al-
ways served in the military and always will.

The issue is, “Shall we let gays who serve be
honest about being gay?™

We can segregate men from women, or
exclude women, but either way we'll know
who is who. The military can't effectively seg-
regate gays, can’t effectively exclude gays,
and can't always know who is who. That
makes the whole question different from
rules governing men and women.

Under present policy, the straight soldier
doesn't know who might be leering at him in
the shower. So he has to wonder about every-
body — hardly a reassuring prospect. Under a
poliey of openness, he'll have a better idea
who might find some of his 2,000 body parts
especially appealing. Thus, he can take what-
ever modest precautions are available to
minimize his exposure.

Although openly gay soldiers will not be
sexless, my hunch is theyll be hypersensitive to
the perception that they're constantly on the
make (a perception straight men don’t always
mind when it comes to women). So, unlike
straight men drooling after women, openly gay
military personnel will likely be especially care-
ful not to let their eyes wander or their hands
linger in places they're not welcome.

The male-female analogy also misses the
gay-straight dynamic in important ways. In
the male-female context, the anticipated
sexual aggressors (heterosexual males) are in
the majority. Their aggression is often ap-
proved and even encouraged by their peers.
Under those circumstances, the need for for-
malized separation from the objects of their
desire is understandable.

In the gay-straight context, on the con-
trary, the anticipated sexual aggressors
(known gays) are a tiny minority of the
whole. Their aggression is disapproved by
their peers, and therefore far less likely to
occur or be as intimidating when it does.

Because straight men and women are the
overwhelming majority in the military, the
expected problems associated with mixing
them in close quarters would be frequent and
widespread. Mixing straights with a tiny
number of openly gay personnel, on the other
hand, would occasion comparatively few inci-
dents. To say it would impair the military’s
effectiveness is silly.

Too, the military separates men and
women because it rightly assumes that at
least some of the attraction between them
will be mutual. We separate straight men and
women because they can't keep their hands
off each other.

Yet straight men, some of whom recoil
even at homosexual body heat, would be the
first to say they'll be strictly hands-off with
gay men. I say let's take them at their word.

Midtown. Beautiful 3 story Perry-built
townhouse ('87). 3/2.5/2 with view of
downtown skyline. cozy fireplace in living
rogom, neutral colored interior, caramic
tile and crown moldings. Convenient to
Montrose, Med. Cir. and Museum
District......... $216,000.

1/1 condo in prestigious Georgetown!

Recent paint, carpel and dishwasher. Custom
built-ins, spacious rooms and oversized patio.

f Faces GreenbelVcourtyard..........$52,800 .

Ron Moore
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by Tom Yarbrough

CLZECK, PLEASE

For good reason, Prague is the latest
darling among gay and lesbian travelers

arely 10 years after the

fall of the Berlin Wall in

November of 1989, the
Czech Republic represents one
of the greatest success stories
resulting from the democratic
influences of the post-Commu-
nist era ... and its capital city,
Prague, has become Europe's
newest darling among lesbhian
and gay travelers.

Tass out (recycle, please)
those outdated maps from the
1980s because there no longer
exists a place called “Czechoslo-
vakia.” That name ended with
the fall of Communism 10 years
ago. This lovely country is accu-
rately called the Czech Repub-
lic. Refer to it otherwise in
Prague at risk of offending a
newfound friend., The Czech
people are extremely proud of
their language, heritage, cul-
ture, and history. Make the ef-
fort to learn frnm; respect, and
appreciate its distinet and
unique aspects and bear in
mind that this culture, along
with most other cultures that
exist on this planet, pre-date
our own by several centuries.

As one of only a few major
European cities spared from Al-
lied bombing during the war,
Prague (the Czech name is
Praha) stands today as a shin-
ing architectural monument,
seemingly defiant to its history
of soviet occupation, corruption,
and oppression.

I recently visited Prague
during a three-city European
holiday with Danny, my partner
of 13 years, and his mother,
Joan, a social liberal who is an
extremely hip and well-traveled
woman much younger than her
vears. Our interests tend toward

popular/familiar attractions and
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what aspects of “our” particular
culture that a city may offer.
And shopping.

(Gays and straights seemed
to mix well
nightspots, but there were also
bars, clubs, and saunas that ca-
tered exclusively to gays. While
there were no establishments
dedicated exclusively to lesbhians,
a few bars featured attractions
for leshians on specified nights of
the week. As for bars and clubs,
more variety and selection ex-
isted than [ would have guessed.
(The Pet Shop Boys were even
scheduled to appear in Prague
during their current very-select
world tour).

From a culinary perspective,
Prague offered a surprising array
of gastronomic delights that
practically left us weak-kneed; a
sumptuous four-course feast can
be had for about $15 each, com-
plete with wine, coffee, and des-
sert. One of our faves was La
Provence, a popular French res-
taurant located in a basement
near Old Town Square. Above it,
in contrast to the quaint little
bistro, was a lively and gay-
friendly nightspot called Banana
Café. Another cherished experi-
ence occurred in an elegant din-
ing room called U Maliru, located
in the Mala Strana.

As someone who compul-
sively colleets articles most find
meaningless, Prague was a shop-
ping Mecca for me. From the
city’'s eclectic shops, I secured
some prized additions to my col-
lections of old shaving brushes,
silver hip flasks, ink wells, reli-
gious icons, finials of all types,
cobalt glass, and antique leather-
bound books. Throughout the
city, most items were very rea-
sonably priced and little, if any,

in downtown

B

price haggling occurred. When
we did encounter the occasional
bargaining merchant, it was in-
evitably in one of the open mar-
kets. Most local residents,
especially merchants, spoke En-
glish rather well, often fluently.
Due to its historical signifi-
cance, stark beauty, and inter-
esting culture, we set aside a
full afternoon for a visit to the
Jewish Quarter and Jewish
Ghetto of Prague, known locally
as Josefov. Many of these an-
cient buildings now contain con-
temporary designer boutiques
and design houses like Nina
Ricei, Hermes, Louis Vuitten,
Calvin Klein, Gucci, and Prada,
among those of other well-
known fashion icons.
Ultimately, we made our way
to the Jewish Ghetto, although it
was not what I would have called
a ghetto. Here, amidst posh
shops and luxurious surround-
ings, the city’s five synagogues
have served as both house of wor-
ship and grim monument.
They've been used by the small

DAMR®N

The first rame and the a5t wird in gay travel guides for 35 years
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but consistent Jewish population
that has existed here since the
early Middle Ages. But they owe
their existence to a more sober-
ing explanation: The synagogues
were deliberately preserved by
the Nazis during their occupa-
tion in the 19408 with the inten-
tion of creating a collective
museum to the culture of a
people who they were in the pro-
cess of annihilating.

Visitors to Josefov should
not miss the Pinkas Synagogue
in particular, Its original sanctu-
ary was adapted to create a me-
morial to the vietims of Nagzi
perseeution and in go doing, list
the names and biographic dates
of the 77,297 Jews, Gypsies, ho-
mosexuals, and other non-Aryan
races from
Moravia who were extermi-
nated. Of the five, the Old New
Synagogue is the only function-
ing sanctuary, offering weekly
services to Prague’s minute Jew-
ish population.

Nearby, the Old Jewish Cem-
etery (Stary’ zidovsky' hrbitov)

Bohemia and
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left us breathless. A walk
around the perimeter of this
gmall plot of land reveals an in-
conceivable number of head-
stones crowded against one
another, the oldest dating back
to 1439. We read that while al-
most 12,000 headstones stand in
the tiny cemetery, they repre-
sent only a fraction of the actual
number of individuals buried
here. The last’'marker is dated
May 29, 1787, when use of the
cemetery was stopped due to
space limitations.

The Old Jewish Cemetery pre-
dates the Holocaust and therefore
has no connection to it, but evi-
dence of the Nazi occupation does
exist in the deeline of the Jewish
population of Prague. Many of its
150,000+ Jewish residents fled
during the 1940s, but those with-
out the means to leave or to be hid-
den were sent to concentration
camps like the one established in
the village of Terezin, about 25
meters northwest of Prague.

We visited the camp on a
half-day excursion that was in-

L B =T T

deed a sobering and important
experience. Sandra Wilkins rec-
ommended a reasonably priced
private guide who picked us up
at our hotel in Prague just af-
ter lunch. Karel Rysa’n owns
and operates Rainbow Travel,
a tour company that caters to
gay and lesbhian travelers
(http://www.rainbowtravel.cz).
Karel provided expert guid-
ance and care while sharing
his impressive knowledge of
Terezin and the area's dubious
place in history.

I can’t think of a destination
more worthwhile than the Czech
Republic. The experience left
each of us enriched in so many
ways, individually and collec-
tively. Take a little time to re-
search your itinerary and you'll
undoubtedly enjoy one of the
more memorable vacation experi-
ences of your lifetime,

Houstonian Tony Yarbrough is a
global traveler (and shopper),
who alsoe happens to sell
SilverSea Cruises.

Olkay, that's just the model.
Still, nobody gives you the
4-1-1 on the leshigaytrans
scene like Damron,

Don't beliéve us?

Check out our online
database - bulging with
the latest updates — at
www.damron.com today.

Or call 800-462-6654 for
a free book list of all our
gay-friendly travel guides.

Correct me if I'm wrong,
but couldn't you use a good massage?

1712 Fairview * Houstan, Texas 77006
7139420923

Alan Davidson
Registered Massage Therapist
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Sweetheart Party * Friday, Febmary 11

Celebeate Valentines Days weekend with your beloved at the:
Community Center from 6-8 p.m. Or arrive salo and see what
may happen. Enjoy some sweet crears and ery your luck at the
50-50 raffle, which bencfits the Qezmr_;ﬁﬂ
donation includes refreshments and
suppom the Center.

The many regular activities at the community center include the Black Gay
and Lesbian Coalition weekly meetings, Computer classes; Lesbian
Coming-Out Group, Lesbian Movie Night, Men's Coming-Out Group,
and Montrose Writers Project. Call the Center for details.

803 Hawthorne @ Stan ford (e blocks east of Montrose Blvd.)
713/524-3818
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Say goodbye to
The Source!

Say hello to
The Source!

* The Center for AlIDS: Hope and Remem-

brance Project pr
AIDS treatmernit

This is the last month that OutSmart will run rrarkath
The Source in our magazine. But do not despair, '
because QutSmart is planning on issuing The
Source as its own separate publication, which will
be put out twice a year starting this summer,
We'll be including community calanders, mini-
features, and advertising. This way, everyone can
keep the community resource handy all the time.

In the meantime, hang on to these pages. Or, you
can access all the organizations and activities in
The Source at our website, QutSmart Online, at =
www.outsmartmagazine.com. And look for The
Source community resource starting this summer.
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A whollstic process of manual therapy
designed to create more efficiency,
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physical function.
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Free Consultation
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Specializing in
Personality-Guided
Therapy

~.Pecause every
person is unique

I'd Be Glad To Help You
* Build Self-Esteem
* Improve Relationships
* Overcome

- Stress and Fears

- Depression

DEBORAH DENSON, LMSW-ACP

* Licensed Master of Social Work

+ Advanced Clinical Practitioner

3100 Weslayan Suite 300 = 281-6
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Financial
Services, Inc.

Dm * Income Tax Service
» Past Due Returns

[:hm * Qut-of-State Returns

Dm » Estate & Trust Returns

* Business Bookkeeping
* Business Tax Returns
* Notary Public

(713) 522-9000

Fax: (713) 526-6588
2615 Montrose Bivd. » Houston, TX 77006
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Voted “Most Romantic B&B" by Texas Triangle, and
“The Best B&B™ by San Anmmo Current readers

Luxuriaus suites and guestrooms—some with jacuzzis
and fireplaces. Walk to River Walk, major convention
hotels, and convention center. Rates from §$79,
includes breakfast in bed! 210-220-1092 for info.
620 Broadway, San Antonio 78215 email; travel2sa@earthlink.net
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Chisrch, 1440 Harald, Infor Russ Robinett, 713/526:1017, ext. 211,

« STEPS is a transitional Iving lacility for homeless young aduits

between the ages of 18-21. Services include free housing. GED

preparation; independent lving skills training in money manage-

ment, housekesping apartment search, nutrition, HIVISTDS, drug
& alcohol awareness, [ob search, on-site case managemert, coun-

seling & referrals, After completion of our €% month program, cl-

ents will be referred to independent housing and will be provided

with up to 1 year of supportive services. STEPS Program provides
culturally competent services o gay. lesbian, bisesual transgender
& heterosexual young adults, HOPE Center, 3118 San Jacinto. For

maore info; 713/524-1991

* StreetWise Houston s 2 drop infeducational & support
center for homaless, street, & lesbigay youth, ages 13.24, ocated
@ 202 Tuar. We provide HIV support groups, doug intervertion,
housing case management, & GED classes. We are seeking
donations of hygiene products (deodorant. tampors. toothpaste,
etc.), cannid foods, furniture (beds, sofii, dining table), new socks
& underwear, dishes, linens, 8 bus tokens. Also seeking voluntesrs
who would e io teach (e skiis andicr be mentons ta cur young
clients duning afternoon or evening operating hours. Fer mane info;
Michelle @& 713/574-5757

* Support, Equality, and Awareness, at Shell (SEAShell) i«
& Gay & Lesbian Employess Group whase mission i 1o provide
suppart for members and co-workers, promote equality for
employees regarciess of sexual orientation, and create Swareness
in management of issues and concems affecting people n a dvense
warkplace. For more nformation; call Becky at 713/245-1960 oe
Rick at 281/544-7098,

* Tau Chi Chapter of Tri Ess is a locai support group for
heterosexual crossdressers of both sexes and ther spouses, and
family, For nfa: jane at 7137349.8969

* The Women's Network s a support group established to
servie the leshian & bisesal women's eammunity of Houston, any
wiiman wha is sensitive to & comfortable with lesbians & welcome.
The: retwork provides an apportunity to distuss women's ISsues in
a safe environment, network with other women and socialze with
obd & pew frends. A donation of $3-35 i requested: however, any
woman is welcome regardiess of her ability to pay. Ind & 4th
Wednesday of each marth, 7-9 pm, Mantrose Counsaling Certer,
701 Richmand, 713/529-0037.

Health

* AIDS Foundation Houston, fnc. is committed 1o improv-
ing the quality of kfe in the greater Houston community through
HIVIAIDS education, health care. social services; & volunteensm
AIDS Foundation Houston s a drect provider of resources for
MIVIAIDS services & information and works in collabaration with
other community-based groups 1o reduce the incidance of HIV/
AIDS infection and to support people infected & affected with
HIMIAIDS. Services include: Stone Soup Food Assstance & Mu-
trition Program; housing: employment resources; hotline: Red
Ribbon Toy Drve; camps Hope 8 HLLG: prevention and sec-
andary education; and Project CAESAR, AlIDS Faundation
Houston's gay men's health initiative. More infio: 713/524-AIDS
ar visit www.aidshelp org.

live
“To live joyfully is to ,!u:;hm

Human beings can survive
almost any drcumstonce
excepl the complets loss
of hope. Fortunately, hope
s 0 very resient quality.
Best of oll, hope

s o renewable quality,
Rebecea L. Ingalls, M.5, LP.C.
Comeor/ Modiokor Faychoercpat
Individual/Group/Family Counseling
Porenting Classes & LP.C. Supervision

Rebecca L. Ingalls, M.S., L.P.C.
713.721.9343
By cppoinimentonly * Siding Sccle Avalbl
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+ AIDS Housing Coalition Houston (AHCH) 5 a 501(<)3
nonprofit agency that provides short-term, low-income. single-
room housing for people with HIVIAIDS in transition. A gay-posi-
tive, all-voluntesr, neighborhood-based agency which seeks public
donations and public transportation, To join 713/521-1613:
* AssistHers trie: {0 help women live as hormally as possibie
while coping with & ife-threatening or debilitating illness. Eligible for
sepvice are women whose emotional, socal, sexual refationships
are prmanty with women who have a debilitating or fife-challenging
disease, (Iness, condition. Assistance may exdend to woman's
partrier caregver, family. Services provided regardiess of ability to
pay, regardiess of age. race. ethnicity, sconomid status. Volunteers
trainedisupervised in the provision of direct care such as emotional
suppart, meal preparation, shopping, hospitallhome wisits, et cane,
plantilawn maintenance, transportation, other assistance.
Volunteers work as members of a Care Team, which i assigned
ane chignt. so i's realistic ta expect 2 visity/week from volunteers.
PO Box 131605, Houston, TX 772191605, 713/521-4628.
= AVES (Armgos Volunteers in Education & Services) prowades so-
cial & healthcare services to HIV-positive indiiduals. Volunteer
with list: 1) fluent, or at least functional. in English & Spanish; I)
comfortable discussing sexual matters with total strangers: 3) com-
fartable with various ethnic & sewual cuftures; 4) able & willing to
commit at least 2 hours 2 week; 5) able to staff the hotiine dunng
affice hours: & 6) willing to make 21 least 3 6 maonth commitment.
4126 Southwest Fray, Ste 1310, 626-2837 or 1-800-981.2837
* Bering Omega Community Services provides seven pro-
grams free of charge for persons living with HIVIAIDS: 1. Advecacy
Pregram helps U keep current with HIVIAIDS issues and congress
(713/524-9304); 2. Bering Care Center s a heensed adult day-care
center (T13/529-6071. et 141 1. Dental Cinic provides compre-
hensive dertal care (71 3529-6071, ext 120) 4. Firancial Assistance
provides comprehensive budgat planning, financial counsehng and
financial assistance (713/520-5317), 5. Omega House provides
residential haspice care (713/523-7110); &. Sentry Program pro-
vides m-horme care visits (713/574-9304, ext 103); and 7. The
ferng Care Network provides counseling & support groups {713
526-1017), To volunteer or make an in-kind contribution to any of
the Bering Omega Community Services programs Dena Gray
(713/523-7110). To sponsar & benefit or give a financial contribu-
tioe: the development office (713/524-9304, =xt 100)
+ bodypaositive Wellness Center (BFWCT) provides a venue
where qualified dients with HIVIAIDS can obtain HIV=specic nutr-
therapy. chirppractic adjustments, relaxation classes, commundy fo-
FuTiS. petr counseling groups. & at-cost mutnonal supplements. The
1 month core program enables chents to take importint measures
in restonmg thiei health 8 quality of Iife as they augmeant the positree
effects of advanced dnug treatments. (Yoge Classes are held svery
Tuesday at 630 pm and Thursdays at 1230 pm, with a limited 13-
perton participation & & requested $5 donation. Ask for Tom.)
(Chiroproctic Therapy senvices are held Tuesdays from 3-6 pin and
Thursdays 9-noon. Ask for Alberto or Tom,) Info T13/574.2374
+ Camp Hope. for children living with HIV/AIDS, needs sieeping
biags, snacks. suntan lotions, nsect repelients. tailetries, minoe med
il equipment (g thermomieter), tollet paper, toiletry fots, camper
duffiel bags. bed finen. frutt juices, soft drinks, and so forth. For more
info: Mecie Hardin or Mike Mipwa, 623-6796.
= Casa de Esperanza nesdhs neswigently usad children's clothes, sizes
birth to 14 nenw children's socks/linderwear; medium, larpe. & exira-
farpe diapers and pl-Ups: baby wipes paper towels & (oliet paper and
foad for homes that serve abused. neglected, & HIV-positive
children. PO, Box 66581, Houston 77266-6581, 713/529-0639,
* Family Hospice 5 dedicated to serving people experiencing
the final phases of ife & those who care for them. We provide
comprehensive services through our commitment to the highest
standards of care. Volunteers can assist in a vanety of tasks: patient
care. nursing home voluntesr, respite or reliel vist for the canegrer,
bereavement phone callalvisits, office work, assist during training
seminars, delivery person, crafts volunteer or other actvibes. Ta in-
quire about volunteering. call Kevin Phillips @ 713290-1746
* Houston Buyers Club provides vital nutribona! supplements
& info at no profit to peaple living with chromc iliness. YWe wel-
come business from people who are not lving with chronic iliness;
it financially supports our mission. Phone 713/520-5288; fax 713/
521-741%; Web site houstonbuyersciub,com; e-mail address
hicidnecsoftcom, mailng address 3400 Mantrose Blvd., ste. 605.
s Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI) 4 & nonprofit organizabon
whose mission s-to dentify, address, aducate, serve, & empowar
the Houston leshian community in all its diversity, on lisues of
health & well-being. Board of directors meetings are on the first
Tuesday of each month, 7 pm @ Hollyfield Canference Center.
Volunteers are nasded 1o assist with health fairs & other events &
activities. Call 71 3/603-0023: write POB 130158, Houston 77219,
+ Lesbian Health Outreach Project is 2 united effort of Mon-
trose Counseling Center & Montrose Clinic to educate lesbians

about nsk factors for breast cancer, breast self-exam technigques,
& other health concerns and to prowvide low-cost (sliding scale)
well-woman exams that include pehic exams, pap smears, breast
exams. b work, & refermal for mammiograms when needed, Thess
services are-available by appomtment only at Montrose Chnec, 713/
B30-3000. To inguire about therapy support group for lesbians
wath fe-threatening iliness or to schedule educational presenta-
tiors through Montrose Counseling Center; 713/529-0037,
* Methodist VNA Hospice is a nanprofit United Wy agency
that provides in-home care to terminally il patients in Harrs
County. We are currently recrsting velunteers to: provide-emo
tional support and practical assistance to the patients in theie
neighborhood. Trasning, which is hedd on weekends. (s provided to
prepare you for the job, Mo medical skills are required. For mare
infe: 713/630-5513
* Milam House Voluntesens Meedad! Reach out, make a differ
erice, show someone you care \Walk the talk at Milam House, a
residential center for people lng with HIVAAIDS, Yolurteers work
directly wath the residents, providing companionship & emaotional
support in 3 ene-on-ane setting. More info, call 713/520-9248 or
e-rnail ahhvintriginecsoftcom. Yol can also visit the Web sle at
epdfvsww necsoft. comMidaminfolipwach ong.
+ Montrose Clinic/Houston Clinical Research Network
a cammunity-based, nonprofit agency, It provides low- of no-cost
health, social, edurational, & research services, speciafizes in treat
ment of sexually transmitted diseases & HIV/AIDS care. Neaded:
cash gifts for indigent-patient cane: volunteer time from general &
spacialty physicians/lay persons interested in HIV counseling/office
support, 215 Westheimer, Please call the chinic @ 713/830-3000
for current outreach HIV-testing sites.
* Next Step is a confidential educational worlshop for those who
are HIV positive. Topics indude treatments for HIV, nutrition, safer
sex_ and stress management. Free T-cell count and viral load fests
intluded. For more info or to sgn up for the next workshop: Man
trose Clinic at 713/830-3000
= Spiritual Gym is an inner-fitness workshop, Sessions incorpa-
rate aspects of different traditions, including Tai-Chi. yoga. &
breathing exercises in the quest for strength & mner peace. $5
donation requested, Meets Thursdays, &7 pm, @ the Houston
Lesbian & Gay Community Center, 803 Hawthome 713/524-3818
« Staven's House. 3 nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organcation, provides
intermediate care in a homebke envronment for men & wornen
tving with HIVIAIDS. Meeded: soft drinks, laundry detergent, bed
pillowes (new), towels twin-sae comiorters, twin-siee sheets (exira
fang, fitted or flat), basic cleaning supplies. office supplies. new
bicycle, chest of drawers. 2 comfortable reading chairs, lamps (table
& floar), VCR. cable-ready TV for resident room, bedside tabies,
apartment in Montrose area for office/resident’s family lodging
voluntesers for tasksfservices. Info: 713/522-5757,
» Substance Abuse Research Treatment s nffered free of
charge by The University of Tesas Houston Health Sclence Con-
ter. Fres research treatment programs are offersd for cocaine use,
and cocaine we complicated by either depresson, opiate/heroin
use or aleahol use; and for cigarette smoking, and cigarette smok-
ing with alcahol use. Programs may involve individual therapy led
by trained clinicians and investigational medications. For more info:
713/500.2800 or visit the website at httpe/freuth tme eda
* Tobacco-Free Greater Houston provides 4 list of smoke-
frees restaurants inthe Houston area and works to promiote health
through the reduction of youth access 1o tobacco & prometion of
a smoke-free envirgnment. For free gnde, send SASE to Tabae-
co-Free Greater Houston, POB BI0TE9, Houston, Tx 77289-076%.
s Thomas Street Clinic s part of the Harms County Hospital
District (HCHD) providing medical sacial, & educational care 1o the
HV/AIDS-infacted person. As an cutpatient clinic for the past 10
years the dlinic has served & supported resiernts of Harms Courity
in understanding such & compcated disease. Educavonal workshogs,
social pssistince, up-to-date research studies, & state-of-the-art
medical care assists the HIVIAIDS patiert daity, Located at 2015
Thormas St @ Paschall, betwesn 145 & N, Man, Info: 713/793-4000
For understanting of HIV aducation programs: 713/793-4026. For
bilingual assistance; 713/793-4051. Thomas Sireet Clin's Patient Ad-
visary Boord s an elected board that advises the Harms County Hos-
pital District on matters coneerming Thomas Street Clinic Meetings
open to the public, 2nd Wednesday each manth, 2 pm. 3rd floor
conference room, 2015 Thomas St @ Paschall, 713/793-4000.
* Women's Clinic. Montrase Clinic offers a women's heilth
clinke. Visits include compete well-woman examinabon, lab work,
medication, & referml if needed. Fee $40; but no one tumed away,
Wed & Thurs. 5-8 pm, by appointmert anly, 713/830-3000

+Yoga, Free yoga classes Yoga benefits indviduals by providing
stress reliel, better health & a clear mind, achieved by a combin:

tion of physical postures, mental exercises, breathing techniques,
improved diet. Mon. Wed. & Fri_at 630 pm. Sat. at 9:30 am. Free
muetditation dass on Tues. at 630 pm. Devanand Yoga Center, 3115
West Loop South, Ste. 21, 713/965-9640

Social

= Asians & Friends Houston [s a sotial orzanization for gay
Asians & their friends, made up of couples & singles. Evenits indude
potluck dinners. movie nights at members’ homes ar movie the-
aters, and large parties celebrating Acan helidays, Recognizing that
many people are not out of the closet membership & kept confi-
dential. If's an easygong & fun-loving group, and all are welcome,
Infa: 71316266300 or hittpfmembers.aokcomitesasians.
* BiNet Houston is a socialfsuppartleducational group which is
open 1o bieexuals & bi-frendly individuals. More info: 4674380, 1t
15 best to call 5-10 pm most evemngs; otheraiss, leave a message,
& 2 representative will retum your call wtifizing utmost discretion.
* Bluebonnet Young Democrats. A5 3 member of this les-
bian/gay/gay-foendly group of young Democrats in Tesas, you will
hawe a chance to male a great impact. Pessible projects inclide
trips Lo Austing community forums. and ather fun activities. Voice
mail 1§ 632-9974 and pager s 786-0493.
* Classic Chassis Car Club of Houston = cpen to everpone
{car not necessary] who enjols cars, trucks, models, autamoabiia
or hanging out with those who dol Maetings are the s Wednesday
each manth at the Blue Agave Restaurant, 1340 W, Gray, 7 pm.
Additionally, the cub hests drvieg tours, warkshaops, & events at
members’ homes. For more info: 713/863-7024, ext. §9; or write
PO, Box 920888, Houston, TX 77292-0B88
* Garden And Yard Society (G.A Y5 s 4 gay gardening club
for women & men. Bring your girdering friends and supporting
partners. Meets the 2nd Friday of each month at 7 pm. More info:
T13/681-6318, 713/520-1066, or 713/869-8245,
* Gay Alumni Noon Group (GAMNG) Cay men & wormen
wha are 40 or older and their friends and ather parsons whio might
b interested in addressing the concerms and exploring the interests
of older gays meet at 1 pim, the 2nd Satirday of each manth §3 the
Mantrose Library. 4100 Montrase, For more infor Jim @ 7130622
6318 or Robert @ 713/665-6446
* Gay & Leshian Health Professi Is rreets monthly, pro-
widing socials, speskens, networking. and practitioner referral line
For information or a referral, call 713/523-4700
* Gay, Lesbian, & Bisexual Alliance (GLOBAL) 15 4 support
social, educational, & palitical group for the: University of Houston's
gay, leshian, bisexgml, & transgendered community and fs allies
GLOBAL strives tn eduars & to be a resdurcs to the UH com-
Munity o gay issues & o provide & weltoming atmosphere forall
UH students. It is diverse in its ethnic, racial. refigous, political, &
gender makeup, It welcomes students from other area collieges &
junior cofleges, who often do not have the support & resources
that UiH & GLOBAL do, GLOBAL privides educational outreach
programs for the entire UH & Greater Houston community
Whether you are struggling to come out. a hard-core gay rights
actvist. or just lockng for some fellow gueers o hang out with
GLOBAL i the place for you Info: 713/743.5180. E-mail
siopesd@etsonuhedy or briantd 1% @hotmalocom, Write: GLO
BAL, University of Houston, 4800 Calkaun Rd. Campus Adctraties,
Bax 211, Houston, TX 77204-2610.
* Gay Men's Chorus of Houston rehearses [hursdays, 7-10
pm 8 Grace Lutheran Church, 2515 Waegh, Formal music train
ing is nat required, and singing & non-singing members are wel-
come, For info, leave message @ 713/521-SING.
* Houston Area Bears & 1 social organization for “bears” (hir-
sute men) of all sizes and their gdimirers. Ther monthly social is
held on the second Saturday of each manth at the Venture-N,
25235 Main, 8 pm. For further mfo: The Grower Line, 867.9123.
* Houston Area Motorcycle Society [HAMS) a gaypdeshian
motorcyche chib, has a socialat & different coffes shop in the Mon-
trose ares each Wednesday night. Il yvou own a metarcyele or ane
invedved with somecne who doss and would bke to find out more
about our socials & group rides. call 713/688-1300 or e-mail to:
hams 1999 @ vahoo com
* Houston Outdoor Group (HOG) = & social group for gay
men & lesbians who enjoy the outdoors. Activities inclutle camp-
ing hiking, horseback riding canceing, etc. They have day trips.
weekend tnps.{typically 2 2- 1o 4-hour drve [rom Houston), usy-
ally in state parks o private campgrounds. Local sodal events in
clude Saturday moming breakfasts & ance-g-month potiuck
dinners. Call FTIKAMPOUT for info or yolr complimentary naws-
ltter, or write to P.O. Bax 980873, Houstan, TX 77098,
= Lambda Rollerskating Club invites all ages 1o jom in the fun
every Tuesday, B-10 prm, @ Tradewinds Holler Rink. 5006 W, 34th
St (off 230). Admission s $5 (+ $1.50 for skates). For mare
infex call 713/523-9820, write Isc@necsoft.cam, ar visit it
wavwneosoft.com!=Isc
* Lesbian Film Night. On the 4th Frday of each month, a flick
with & lesbian theme 5 screened, a potiuck precedes the mowe,
and discussion follows, A $3-55 donation s encouraged. but not
required, Call for fitle & time i the Houston Lesbian & Gay Cam-

munity Center, B03 Hawthome, 713/524-3818,
* Lesbian/Gay Unitarian Universalist Potluck. The lesbians,
gays: bisexuals. transgenders, Tnends, and families of the First Uni-
taran Uiniersalists Charch cordially imate you 1o brng a dish & join
them an every 4th Friday of the month, 7 pm, First UL Chisrch,
Crane Fireside Room, 5200 Fannin, Schedule may change at
Thanksgiving or Christmas: For miare nfo: 713/526-5200.
* LiB, a lesbian empowerment group, promotes lesbians, jobs,
networking, & businesses. 3rd Frday of each manth, 730 pm, Holi-
day Inn Select, 2717 Southwest Fray, LiB's hotlines 71375290077,
* Life Begins at 40 | 2 angles group for gay women of lestians
aver the age of 40. For those women who have been out for a
long time or for those just cansidering changss in their sexiual pref-
erences who wartt a safe; healthy environment to meet other
women and enjoy fellowship and loads of fun, laughter, & good
times, Benng Meinaral United Methedist Church, 1440 Harald St,
@ Mulberry, 2nd & 4th Fricays. Znd Frr 6:30-9 pm, potiuck & dis-
cussion/speaker. 4th Fri. dance, 8 pm-midnite. $5 donation re-
quested for each night. Info: Beth Christian 713/526-7579 or the
church office 71 3/526-1017
* LOAF is a social, netwarking, & support graup for leshians 50
years of age and older, For info. 713/869-1482.
* Lone Star Nudist Group. For gay or hisexual men who wish
to share fusde experiences. Singles and lovers welgome Monthly
meghngs. Mude sooal events. massage group, and out-of-town
gathenngs. Call B66-8847 for more nformation,
* Lunch Bunch. Meet the gang for camaradere & gossip. You
bring the sack lunch, the center provides the soft drinks every
Wednesday, noon-1 pm @ the Houston Leshian & Gay Commiu-
nity Center, B03 Hawtharme, 713/524-3818.
* Outrage, Inc, is & nonprofit social group rsing funds for Hous-
tom area HIVIAILS chanties by produong special everts including
the annual Halloween Party & the Pride Party, Meets 2nd Tuesday,
Othar events include beach parties, Austin splash & other socials,
Mere infor 713/706-2508. Web site: outrage.org/~oltrage
= Out Skate Rollersiating Club. Siate svery Wednesday night
810 prin at the biggestibest nnk in Houston—Zenith Rolier Rink,
BOTS Cook Rd. @ Beechnut $5 plus $1.50 skate rental. Everyone
wielcome. 281/933-5818, Wabsite: wywwi llashinet/~fauperl ),
* Pride is 2 GLBT organiration at Rice Unnersity, Its goals ars: to
provide & healthy &-safe place for fice ctudante who are discov-
enng thewr seuality to find understanding & develop a network of
support; to educate the Rice community on GLBT isses, cultures,
& histary through various programming efforts 2nd to allow GLBT
studeiits & thewr allies to meet, share info. & socialee. More info:
vl www rulnce adu/~pnde; e-mail pride@rncesdy; or phone 713/
630-8657 (ask for Amanda).
* Prime Timers Houston promotes socal activities for the
aider gay and bisexiial male. Some af the activities they participate
in are theates, dining oul. mowes, potluck dinners, card games, and
weekend daytrips: For more information. call 867-3903.
* Rainbow Fishing Club. Moathly 17-hour deep-sea fishing trips
from Galveston during Ped Snapper seasan, fanuary to August To
get on the free mailing list for this fishing club for gays and leshé-
ans, call john @) 7135236381,
* Rainbow Ranglers, a gay couniry & western dance club,
teaches beginning level dance every Thurs at 8:30 pm & advanced
level dance every Wed, at B pm at Brazos River Bottom, 2400 Bra-
zos. Dance classes free & open to the public. Mare infe: BB0-0670,
* Rainbow Riders i 2 bicyching club for womyn, Mests every
Sundiy morning. All womyn are wekcomae regardiess of abilty & -
penence. More infor Cookie Daverport @ 713/869-1686.
* Scriptwriters/Houston is 2 stage-and screen writers' suppart
and networking group. Meetings are the 15t & 3rd Mondays of ev-
ery manth, 730 pen (@ Jones Theatre at the Unkersity of 5t Tha-
mias, Toakum £ Alabama. Free For info. 707-5194 or 5239291,
* Sisters s a socialiupport group for African-American leshians
& frends. Meets Ind Sunday of the month, 5-8 pme Call 7137801
D027 Tor mm_'frng location.
* Southern Country Houston i a nonprofit lesbian and gay
dance dub, All types of country western dance, including swing are
taught Wednesday nights at the Barn from 7.30-9.30, The lessons
are free and the money we rarse goes to charitable & service or-
ganizations in the Heouston area. Mare nfo; 713/2126-2224.
* Texas Medical Center Lambda i a socialsupport organiza-
tinn for students, staff, & faculty in the Texas Medical Center. There
15 one sodial event each month. Info! tmdambdai@hotmail.com.

Sports

* Bowling. |oin Houston's gay & leshian bowling community for
sumimer league fun & sport. Mixed ledgues meat at Palace Lanes
at 7pm on Sundays & 6:30pm on Wednesdays And starting june
3, mixed leagues will also meet at Dynamic Lanes: at 6:30pm an
Thursdays The men-only league meets at Fpm on Mondays: at

Palace Lanes, & the womer-tnly [eagus meets at :45pm on Man-
days at Dynamic Lanes. For more info; 713/522.8612; &-mal 16
wiceadof@aol com, or visit www. Texasinvitationalorg,
* Golft weekend playdays. beginners clinics. & shorf-garme chric,
Afterswork playdays Wednesdays a1 530 pm (Sharpstown) and
6:00 pm (Jersey Meadaws). For mare infes: 281/589-7380, or visit
wowrw. L PGLEacL com.
* Good Sports. College foothallibaskethall fans More info; 713/
523-3000 or PO Box 667070, Houston TX 77266-7070.
* Houston Tennis Club, an affiliate member of the Gay and Les-
bian Ternis Association, welcomes men & wamen of 2l azes & sl
levels. Meets Wednesdays & Fridays 7-30-9 pm & Sundays 5 am-
12 noan at Memonal Park Tennis Center, To joint 713/692-2703.
* Houston Women's Flag Football League (HVWFL) s 2
nonprofit orgamzation gpen to all women, 18 & over, Competitive
& recreational. Can join by bringing in osn team: infor 713/981-6753
* Houston Women's Softball League (W51 s 2 nenprofit
organization for wamen wha enjoy softhall, Mare infor Trish Jaris,
7131688-9468 or wnte P.O. Box 10866, Houston Tx 77270,
* Independent Billiard League (IEL) it a recreational BCA-
sanctioned billiard league that welcomes everyone of all skill ley-
els, elther on a team or as substinne players. We have 3-player
‘teams that compete at-varnous bars & chibs in Howston on Thurs:
day nights, [BL promotes sportsmanship & fendly competition and
i5 an exceflent wiy to make new [nends. More inftx 713/524-4190,
or P.O, Box 542345, Houston, TX 77254-2345: e-mail at
ibthouston@iibBouston.com, or wist www.iblhossten.com,
* Lone Star Yolleyball Association (1 54) is encouragng in-
terested volleyball players to join in the fun of playing indoor vol-
leybiall. The LSVA leagues play at the Univ. of St Thomas-jurbeck
Center, 4000 Mt. Viernon [betavesn Richmond 8 Alabarria) on Sun-
days, 4:30-7 pm for recreational & advanced players and 7-9 pm
for intermediate players. We are looking to begin 2 women's
league and encourage all you women to come out. Those who
have never played with LSVA before play for free off first visi If
interested: 281/878-4629 ar htpJiwww.neosaft comf=lwal
* The Montrose Softball League (M5L) s & nonprofit adult
softball league serving the greater Houston gay community since
1980. Open to both men & women of all skill levels. More info:
league vocemail 713/867-3913; wrile to MSL. P.O, Box 541954,
Houston TX T7254-1954; visit www montrossesoftballisague com;
or e-mail MSLEQMAILcom.
* Team Houston for the Games, Inc. 5 & nonproft argan-
mation to educate & inform all people about gayewthian sports
competitions & to encourage participation in the Gay Gamnes and
Cultural Festival. The nest Gay Games will take place in Amster
dam, Aug. 1.8, 1998, More infa: Team Hauston, PO Box 66408
Heouston, TX 77266-6405 or call B77.1191
* Texas Gay Rodeo Association i 2 nonprofit crganization
with chapters in Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth, San Antonio, and
Howston, that promotes and stages an annial rodeo event as wel|
s engaging in fund-raising activities throughaut the year. For more
formation on the Houston chapter, write to PO, Box 130585,
Houston, TX 772190585 or call 777-1444
* The Texas Women's Racquetball Club i open 10 wamen
racquetball players of all skill lsvels. Mest monthly to play racguet-
ball for about an hour. More info Kikd Humms! at 281/556-0703
or e-maik khummei@msn.oom,

PRINTING FOR

5225 Katy Freeway, Suite 310
Houston, Texas 77007-2252
dani@ PreferredGraphics.com

713-862-3312
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ACCOMMODATIONS

THE LOVETT INN. Affordable lusury in the heart of Montrosé.
Beautifully appointed rooms for both business and leisure
travelers. All rooms have direct dial phones, private bath,
breakfast and color TVs. Also avallable VICR, FAX, Jacuzzi
suites, pool and spa. Walk to clubs, restaurants, shopping, and
public transportation, Convenient to Downtown, Galiaria, Medical
and Convention Centers. Call (oday 713/522-5224,

0OUTstanding Advertising
for SMART Businesses.

" QutSmart Magazine
Call 713/520-7237

BARTER

ADVERTISING SPACE FOR BARTER
Let's Swap Services. Plumbing company and pool company who
would Jike 1o trade services for advertising in OutSman. Mot
interastad in joining & barer club, Call 713/520-7237 ext. 11

DATING SERVICES

Conscious Connections
The Network for Professional Singles
Meel Professional Singles of all sexual orientations
who value personal growth, recovery, spirituality,
natural health, social and environmental concems.
Free “tes! drive” al www.conscioussingles.com

Who Says We Don't Recruit?
OutSmart Magazine, Houston's nationally award-
winning monthly magazine is expanding and is now
taking applications for; Experienced Advertising
Sales Reps, and Feature Writers.

Fax resume to: Greg Jeu, Publisher 713/522-3275.

Male Dancers needed for Big Mardi Gras Dance Contests on
Sunday, Feb. 27 and March 5th. The Bivd. Saloon, localed on
the beach al 31si and Seawall Bivd. in Galveston, ofiers
dancers pay, plus tips, plus cash prizes. Call Wayne or Richard
al 408-7508571 or 714/923-0444,

Entertainers Wanted. The Bivd. Saloon, localed on the beach
al 31st and Seawall Blvd. in Galveston, is seeking quality bands,
pianisis, dancers, or theatrical groups to book. Contact Richard
or Wayne at 400/750-8571 or 713/823-8444,

Energetic motivated individuals to work in Houston's most
popular gym. Base plus commission! Houston Gym 233 Birdsall,
T13/880-9181.

Basic Brothers
We are now accepling applications for FullPart-time retall sales.
Prior experience and computer knowledge a plus, but nol
necessary. Join our team and recefve one of the best benefit
packages around (health, life and dental). Apply in person
Mon-Fr, 10 am lo 4 pm &1 1232 Westhaimar, No phona calls
pleasa.

IS YOUR BUSINESS GROWING?
NEED QUALITY HELP?
OUTSMART ADVERTISING WORKSI
FOR INFORMATION CALL 713/520-7237.

FOR RENT/LEASE

APARTMENT HUNTING?
Let me help. Free computerzed list by phone, fax or mail. One
bedrooms $450 and up. Two bedrooms $600 and up. Call MIKE
COPENHAVER, Re/Max Metro. T13/528-1800,
8A8-920-MIKE.

HI

Relaxation, Sports, or LightDeep massage. Call Joe. cell:
713/540-7544 or pager 281/895-1236. Mon-Sal,
neon-midnight. (MT#014557),

LET YOURSELF GO
Relax to an hour of Swedish Massage—flexible hours. Dewayne.
T13/521-0654. MT.#013700. i

It Pays To Advertise!
We'd love 1o help you sell your product or service. Call QuiSman
magazine al 713/520-7237.

HAIR SALONS

Studio 211 Hair ... Il your halr isn't becoming to you, then you
should be coming to me. By appoiniment only. Don Gill
713/521-0011, 77006

ART OF MASSAGE: restoring comfort and balance (o your mind
and body by the caring hands ol a skiled therapist. Results can
be relaxing, invigorating—even inspiringl AMTET?96. Michael
713}981 4843.

‘ESCAPE" (he stress ol mryday lifer with massage...seothing,
relaxing, rejuvenating. Infout calls 7 days a week. GIFT
CERTIFICATES. Deep fissue massage also available. Paul
Rutiedge RMT#MT012781. Paul Rulledge 713/582-0444.

HEALTH/BEAUTY

Self Healing for Women
Achieve Healing Through Mind and Spirit
come 1o one or all
Cathy Chapman, Ph.0. LMSW-ACP, LPC
Jackie Klieger, RN, BSN
The Power of Our Energy * Feb. 5
Connecting With Spirit When God is a Cuss Word * March 4
Self Protection = April 1
T13/660-0084

Lose
15
Pounds

718/866.4027

Ithsecrets4u.com

QutSman Magazine is available at 322 locations around
Houston. OutSmant Online is available at 380,000,000
computens wordwide,

www.outsmartmagazine.com

MASSAGE THERAPY

mas+sige’- THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Nice looking
body bullder, incredible 1 hour full body. massage, private studio
designed for massage. Montrose, §70. Available noon o
midnight. Eight yrs experience. RMT#1418. Mitchell
713/521-3359.

WHOLENESS AND HEALTH. Healing and caring hands with
Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Balancing your fife by restoring
flow and energy. Peacelul. Relaxiul. Be good to yoursalll
RMT#2233. Howard Kanelakos 713/528-6174.

PESTCONTROL

GOT BUGS?
Guaranteed Once-A-Year Pest Control
Serving Houston Since 1977
Call Bugs-N-Burglars

713/674-9440

20% off 1** 2 massages

(within 2 months)
Caroline Cole, R.M.T. (RMT#13620)

(713) 522-5133

ROLFING—A whalistic process of body education and manual
manipulation focusing on the bodies’ connective fissue. Create
more efficiency, ease, comfart and responsiveness in your body.
Improve posture and appearance. Develops a grealer awareness
of body, mind and heart. Free consulaton. Cralg Eliis, Certiied
Rolfer. Call 713/320-7481.

YOU NEED THERAPY!
Massage therapy now available at Muscle Mechanics personal
training and wellness siudio—sporls massage, therapeutic
massage, relaxation therapy, Call mow lor your appeintment!
Muscle Mechanies 7103/523-5330.

 REALESTATE _

Close-in Spring Branch
Totally remodeled and ranovated lo perfection! 3/2/2 (2, 117 sq.
) an oversized lot in Western Odks. House has new Trane A/C
& Fumace and all new appliances. Greal neighborhood in Spring
Branch ISD. $118,900. Call Ron Moore at 713468-8311.

San Miguel de Allende, Mexico
REDUCED!I! Two contry side villas, built 1887, in protected
stockada compound, on high hill, overlooking lake. Can be sold
separately. Quarters, garages, 2 levels; choose indoor exercise
pool or ouldoor swimming pool, $115,000; both $220,000.
www.lexasintirealestale.com 713/863-9851,

Buying or Selling Real Estate?
Let a professional represent you. Montrose, Heights, Ballalre,
West University, Oak Fores!, Garden Oaks, Timbergrove,
Lazybrook and other neighborhoods. Mike Copenhaver, Re/Max
Metro. 714/528-1600 or 888/920-MIKE.

LIVE/'WORK LOFTS. Non-traditional Lifestyle? Why not try &
nan-tradilional way fo five and work. New concept for Houstonl!
Excellent South End location. Call Alan Morlan, CB
Swillay-Hudson. 713/520-888.

AFFORDABLE, CLOSE-IN, FRIENDLY
Westbury = Willowbend * Willow Meadows
Priced from the $90s and up...

CALL JEFF JAMES

COLDWELL BANKER UNITED, REALTORS
713/349-9700 ext 3005

Supporting OutSmart advertisers!
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REAL ESTATE WEBSITES

www.RainbowReferrals.com

Find your own Real Estate Agent. Free searchable database,
Renters Welcome! Classified Ads— Roomates, Rentals,
Accommodalions, and
Commissions!

more. Agenis— Keep 100%

ROOMMATE WANTED

Roommate wanted lo share 2 bedroom, 1 bath, Montrose
duplex. Spit rant and bills. Sober, nonsmoker, quiet. Locking for
similar. Relerrals please. Call Alan al 7135287112,

Stephanle Scolt, Certified Public Accountant. Praviding
accounting and lax services to individuals and businesses.
Located in the Museum Disirict at 1 Pinedale al Travis,
T13/520-9502.

Maid in the Shade

Making people happy since 1988
Houses * Apartments * Offices
Dependable Professional Services
6210-A Royalron Call 713/665-6243

TRAVEL! OUTSMART!
The Travel Partnership, Inc.
SANDRA WILKINS

713/526-4471
E-MAIL: OUTTRAVL1@AOL.COM

AD RATES

Basic Classifieds are 520 for 30 words
or less & 25¢ per each word thereafter.
Add additional 25¢ per each bald word.
Discounts available for 3 or 6 months if
ads are prepaid. Three inserfions, base
rafe of *15 per month. Boxed ads with
fext only are *27 per vertical column inch
(23/8" x 1.

Boxed ads with graphics/logo are %46
per vertical column inch. 10% discount
granted to advertisers who prepay for 3
or more consecutive months. Deadline:
Feb. 20 for the March, 2000 issue. Or-
der by phone & pay by VISA, MasterCard,
AMEX, or Discover. Or FAX ittous af 713/
522-3275. Somry, we do not bill. Mail
your ad and payment to: QutSmart
Claossifieds 3406 Audubon, Houston, TX
77008-4412.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL 713/520-7237.
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Our Sexual Bmlles, Our Sacred Selves

cortinued from page 41

Sacred erotic work is significantly differ-
ent than other spiritual practices which deny
or ignore the body. It is a path that embraces
and explores the body’s ecstatic energy as a
gateway to truth and inner peace. The ec-
static path engages the entire being from the
root, or sex, up through belly, the heart, the
mind and beyond, allowing us to fully open to
ourselves and the universe.

“The queer heritage of the [Body Electric]
work has inspired the need for self-identified
sexuality,” says Selah Martha, coordinator of
women's contingent at the Body Electric
school, “that each individual must ‘come out’
as the unique erotic being which they dis-
cover themselves to be, free of the identities
imposed by family, society, or even mates.”

The conspiracy against the body starts
young, Our parents teach us to control our
emotions and sounds. They say, “There,
there, now, don’t cry,” “Quiet, now,” or “Good
little girls don't scream.” In doing so they un-
wittingly repress our natural pathway to pro-
cessing and integrating both traumatic and
ecstatic experiences. We receive early mes-
sages that the natural functions of the body
are distasteful. We learn that our poop is
smelly, our snot is disgusting, and we
shouldn't touch ourselves in certain places.

As we enter school, we learn to control our
vibrant energy. Intense outhursts of emotion,
movement, or desire are discouraged, because
they make the adults around us uncomfort-
able. By puberty, the misinformation and dis-

comfort that surround the changes in our
bodies and our growing interest in sexuality
compound our distress, As girls we get the
message we are all wrong: our bodies are

R AR T —

ugly, our sexual parts smell, and good girls do
not have sexual desire.

When we sit together, the stories start to
come out: stories of being slapped or shamed
when we started bleeding, stories of being
called a slut, stories from women whose part-
ners have never looked at, touched, or appre-
ciated their sexual parts, stories from brave
women who have never taken a look “down
there” and who are starting a positive rela-
tionship with their genitals for the first time.

Sacred erotic work provides opportunity
and encouragement to explore fully being in
our bodies. We welcome and celebrate the
natural expressions of the body, from the bio-
logical functions of burping, farting, sweat-
ing, and vaginal excretions, to the emotional
expressions of crying, laughing, yelling, to
deeply creative, energetic expressions such as
shaking, undulating, sound, and self-touch,
contain valuable and essential information.
We learn to experience our bodies from the
ingide out again, from a place of sensation
rather than how we look in the mirror or
what others might think. This safe sanctuary
for the natural expreesions of the body can be
profoundly healing.

The foundation of sacred erotic work is a
deep acceptance of the whole self, an accep-
tance of the much ignored and maligned body:
As women, who have been taught repression
and hatred of our bodily functions and de-
sires, this acceptance is a pioneering first
step toward claiming and honoring our bodies
as the sacred vessels of our spirits.

K. Ruby runs a private practice, Total
Sexual Health, in Oakland, Calif., and teaches
classes in intimacy, sacred sexuality, and
sensual massage. She can be reached at
Rubyrichardson@yahoo.com.

'WRITERS WANTED
ourselves.

ing for

samples of

T

0 you get excited at the idea of writing about Houston's lesbian
and gay community? OutSmart is looking for writers of all types.
‘Qur mission is to report and write about our community In such a
~ Wwaythatwe have a fuller, richer, more informed, and more human picture of

Journalism tsa glurious excuse to go out and meet the people you're
‘most interested in, learn about the subjects which fascinate you. Maybe you
have a mmnarmay lurking within you, either funny or serious. Write
&bcm; some aspect of | life in this community that you're passionate about:
art, pdihdg., heaith, etcetera. (The editorial daparm'lant is not, however, look-
es by business owners who are looking for marksting, although

_we'dbe ﬁappy to connect you with our advertising department ) Prior writing _
experience is splendid, but not required; if you've got a tacility with lan- i
~ Quage and -are willing to learn, we'll haipyou develop as a writer. Mail a few
'your work, or a letter explaining what kind of writing you are in-
tefesiad in,, té*&ni‘i Sieber, Editor, OutSmart, 3406 Audubon Plaoa,
Heumn T 77@05. or call at ?131520—‘1237

e
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OutSmart Advertisers

ADVERTISING/MARKETING
OutSmart Magazine * 3408 Audubon Place.......... 713/520-7237
hS'I'HI]lI]EEHS

Lilly/Phil Foddy 713/520-5842
Madilyn Stein T13/622-7232

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
Brennan & Assoclates » 2402 Commonweaith ... 713/622-1211
Meliesa A Moore « 440 Lovisiana, #1212 ........... 713/222-8298
Simon & Associates * 620 Westhelmer ... e 713/524-5000
Mary Wagner » 2550 N, Loop West, #860 .. .. 713/812-7823
Jim Walkar « 1770 5t Jamas Place ... « 113/882-1117

AUTOMOTIVE CAHE
Monirose Auto Repair « 1511 Tafl ..o 113/524-3068
CATERING
Clayton Catering « 1701 California . 713/528-1800
GHI.IHBI'IES

Maranatha Fellowship MCC + 1311 Holman F
in the Central Congragational Church ........... T13/528-6756
Rasurrection MCC » 1918 Decatur 713/861-9149

CLEANERS/DRY CLEMIERS

Image Cleaners * 3407 Montrose ... . 713/527-0880
1833 W. Alabama ... i .. T13/533-0148

GI.EMIIIE.’JA!IT ORIAL SERVICES

Maid In the Shade . T13/665-6243

COMMUN IT'I"{IIBHPHCIFITS

(See Additional Listings in THE SOURCE)

The Center for AIDS Hope and Remembrance Project .........

1407 Hawthome b - 11 Egr 8219
Houston Lesbian & Gay G:lmanmw Ceme' £

BO3 Hawthorne ................. - T13/524-3818

COMPUTERS
INTERNET WEB DESIGN
Alamar COmMUNICEIONS ... iseeis 713/353-4110
Stealth Web Design/Bob Derr TI/B02-2845
INTERNET BAR
Copy.Com = 1201 Westheimer . T13/528-1200
INTERMET PROVIDERS

Twister Communicalions .
100 Medical Center Bivd M’h Conroe, T‘K 1+ EF?ATWiSI'Eﬂ

CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING
Payless Insulation « 1616 Cohn St ... . 713/868-1021
U.S. Construction .. ... 713/526-7673

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE

Jim's Comer lce House « B35 Wakafigld ... 713/604-7873
Texas Home Show » 1635 W. Alabama . T13/529-1616
FINANCIAL SERVICES

ACCOUNTANTS
Hubbard Financial = 2615 Montrose.... e T13/522-8000
Stephanie Scott, CPA * 1 Pingdalé ..o 713/520-8502
BANKS
Chaos Bank o TEXEE .o .icivimisissmsmissssmorrs 713/216-T000
FINANCIAL PLANNERS
Grean/White Advisors * Bill Green/Sandra White ...........

1225 M. Loop West, #1030 .. .. 113/869- 114&

FITNESS 'GI.I.IBS.’PEIISII!IAL TIIAIllIlIG
David Cuvelier » Houston Area ... . B32/541-5088
Fitness Exchanga » 4040 Milam e T13/524-9032
Houston Gym » 233 Birdsall , . 113/880-9181
Kacem Mokban ..., ... 113/553-5556
Muscle Machanics * 517 Richmond ......... .. T13/523-5330
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FRAMING/MOVIE COLLECTIBLES

Hollywood Frame Gallery » 2431 Bissonnel ......... . 713/842-8885

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS
House of Caleman « 901 W. Alabama 713/523-2521
Praferred Graphics « 5225 Katy Freaway #310 .. 713/862-3312
Vilven Design Group » BT Hawthome ... 713/526-3212

HAIR/SKIN CARE/SALONS

Baleza Salon * 2702 Crocker St : coo T13/524-4007
Dabhie's Style Shop » 2726 White Oak Drive ... 713/868-8877

HEALTH CARE/MENTAL HEALTH

CLINICS
Kinetic Sports Clinic » 8208 Stella Link. ...

COUNSELING /PSYCHOTHERAPY
Brad Brager, MA, LPC + 2001 Holcombe, #3406
Tony Carroll, LMSW-AGP +2211 Norfolk, Sie 505 . 713/522-3045
Debaorah Denson, LMSW-ACP « 3100 Weslayan .. 281/650-4586
Joyce Gayles, PAD ...ooor e, .. TYAIBET-6047
Shana Hennesey ME:] LPC, C1-h‘ . .?12 Fulme'ﬂ 713/522-0388
Becky Ingas, MB, LPC . s dihsei sassiissbissts T13721-8343
Barbara Levinson, PhD/Center for Healthy Sexuality 713/785-T111
Denise O'Doherty, LPC, MSN, LMFT

3730 Kirby Dr., Ste. 810 - 1'3:.\34 -8525
Bob Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP = 4200 '-‘Ionlrcﬂe 540, 713/622-7014
Patrick Vachon, LMSW-ACP » 1712 Fairview T1d524-1TT1

DENTISTS
LifeSmies/Dr. Randy Mitchmore, DOS
2617 W. Holcombe Bivd,, Ste. E

T131348-9750

7T13/318-4788

. 113/582-8300

Bruce W. Smith, ODS. « 1008 Missouri 713/528-4364
HEALTH ENHANCEMENT

Ermosa Skin Care Clinic » 6410 Fannin, Ste 927 .. T13/797-0085
HOMEOPATHY

Cindy L Griffin, DiHom, FBIH, BME

4543 Past Oak Place - T13/572-0343

MASSAGE THERAPISTS

Craig Ellis Redfing

Essential Touch/Alan Davidson

Health Masters » 101 Frankiin ...
Montrose Massage/Christopher Gonzales
Randolt Massange

Paul Rutledgs ...

OPTOMETRISTS
Eye Excellence » 6624 Fannin, Ste. 2105
4 Chelsea Place
Evan L. Mapes, 0D » SOBCB\JES an Montrose
4317 Montrose ., 713/529-EYES
Texas State Dptn.al ’ nI DG WEathe imer, #138 ... 713/785-2022
Today's Visior/De. Bruce Krulsingar + 428 W. Giay 713640-2020

PHARMACY/DRUG STORES
STATSCRIPT Pharmacy » 4101 Greenbriar, Ste. 235 . 713/521-1700
STATSCRIPT Pharmacy « 3407 Monftrose, #A-5 ... T13/622-7373

PHYSICIANS

Garolyn Gardiner, M.D. » 411 W, 21st, #2

Southhampton Madical Group » 4101 Greenbriar .
Julia A Kovaes, MD ..o

T13/320-7481
T13/842-0823
T13/225-6439
T13/523-4526
T13/446-4280
713/582-0444

T13/521-EYES
. T13/621.30837

- T13/802-8740
713/520-5537
T13/520-5537

SEMINARS/WORKSHOPS
Project Heart » 4131 Underwood, St 500....,. .. 713/664-4365
INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Chubb Insuranca/Steven Francis ... T18/450-2012

Gay&Lesbian Insurance/Dale Englefield ...,
3501 W, Alabama #204 ..o

Michele Morensen/Famers insurance ..

SR oty FIOMRY ..ot s s isbprrmameeninn

PHOTOGRAPHY

WoodAllen Photography

PRINTING/COPY BEIITEHS
Copy.Com » 1201 Westhaimar ., . 135281201
Houss of Coleman » 901 W, Alabama . 713/623-2521
Preferred Graphios = 5225 Kaly Freeway #310 ... 713/862-3312

?SH‘.‘HIG.-’IHTIIITWE READERS

Sharron Matiison .. 7T13/783-3042
Sandre NICHOIBS ../....ooov i ipiia .~ 713/522-0950
Lilly/Phil Roddy e 11315295842
Madilyn Stain .. T13/622-7232
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

REALTORS/AGENTS

Mika Copenhaver/ReMax Metro « 3730 Klrhy #300 . T13/528-1800
Bob DemKaren Derr Reatiors E— oL

Karen Dem/Karen Den Realtors ... 713/862-1600

Richard Hill/Coldwell Banker Swilley-Hudsan

5035 Helghts parsirreess 11 /B09-0456
Ronnie Kee/Remax Matro « 3730 Kby ..o 713/528-1800
Sugan KellyBrez/Gary Greene Realtors 713/880-1400

Ann Lusk LahrmaniTexas Intarnational Real ESIate ... smeeen
.......... T13/863-8851

Steve Louis/'Caoldwetl E&I‘k‘-‘ : T,
Two Greenway Plaza, Ste 1‘»0 713/623-8889, ext. 3018
Fion Moore/Hanry 8. "rlnf T13/468-8311
A an Morlan/Coldwel| Bankes Sy \.um -u.mn .. T13/520-B8B8
ugantial Premiar Proparties » 885 Waketield 713/686-5454
TI*EIma Valle/Gary Greene Reallors « 1717 Yale . 713/880-1400
Ray West/FaMax Meiro » 3730 Kirby #300 713/528-1800
Bryan Willi ry Greena Realtors T13/880-1400
ealiGary Green Realtors T13/880-1400

RaMax Metro ..., WP IO Y 8

i I = T13/528-1800

MUHTE#GE LENDERS

Bank ol America Morigage » 5123 Bellaire Bivd,, Bellaire ...
Winston Hong 713/669-4472

TITLE COMPANIES

Tenas American Titke Ca. » 3632 Allen Parkway

T13/807-1181

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE BﬁBS
Christy's Donuts » 1103 W. Gray ; 713/524-4005
La Strada » 322 Westheimaer i T13523-1014
5161 San Falipe 713/850-9059
Ming's » 2703 Mantrosa 713/529-7688
Riva's Italian Restsurant « 1117 MLb::C-\J { 713/529-3450

RETAIL
AUTOMOTIVE SALES & LEASING

Fred Haas Toyota/Jimmy Jones et Ry
20400 1-45 North ; 281/287-7000
Jack Roach Ford/Stephen Ruhm

281 -'5'33-5060

6445 S W, Frwy
CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES
Basle Brothars « 1232 Westhaimar v 113/022-1626
Black Hawk Leather » 3814 S, Shepherd .............. TISLEATHER
GIFTS/ACCESSORIES
Body, Mind&Soul Bookstore « 8344 Westheimer . T13/383-0550

T13/622-4411
713/528-POTS

Eye Elegance » 3366 Wesihaimer
Houston Potters Guild » 2433 Ricg .o

GROCERIES, SUPPLIES & LIQUOR

Krager = 3300 Montrose ... 713/526- 7665
HOME FURNISHINGS

Cantani » 9889 Westheimer v THATRT-0494
Carpets by Joy » 1704 Westheimer ... 713/523-2509
David 8. Toombs & Co. Fing Custem Furmishings .. 261/835-0782
Gallary Fumniture = 008 1-45 N 0Ll 713/684-5570
JEWELERS

Marla's Gem Creations « 5222 Richmond, Ste. 315, 713/877-9380

Relners Jewelers » 2210 Westheimer T13/520-1212
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Advertisers...
They Support You.

Support Ou

PAGERS/VOICE MAIL/CELLULAR TELEPHONES
Premier Paging & Wirsless ... .. 281/575-8500

PET PRODUCTS

It's A Dog's World K-9 Bakery ... ... 281/999-4943
VITAMINS/HERBS/MINERALS

Health Sacrets » Houglon Area .. . T13/866-4027

Houston Buyers Club . 113/520-5288
TRAVEL

HOTELS/RESORTS/B&B'S

The Lovett Inn501 Lovett, Houston. ... 713/522-5224

The Painted Lady Inn on BroadWay ...t
620 Broadway. San Anlonio .......... .. 210f220-1092

TRAVEL AGENCIES/SUPPLIERS

Travel Pan‘nershipSandra WIIKING. .....oovivirnsrninavios TTIE26-44T1

Damron Guide Books ... B00/462-6654

VIATICAL I:IJHFAIIIES
Linkéd Viatical Banefits . T13/528-8777

9%

Over 79% of gays and
lesbians make
purchases based on
gay advertising.
Isn’t it time that you
started promoting your
business in OutSmari?

CALL713/520-7237

Bossd on survey conducted by Overlooked Opinions, Chicaga
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14 . 15 16
17 . 18 19
20 21 2
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27 28 29 30

il |32 |33 3 s
36 37 38 0 40
a1 42 43 4 45
46 47 48

49 50 51 s2 [s3 |54
55 I 56 57
58 | 59 60 |6l
62 : 3 64
65 . 66 67

ACROSS
1 You might get dates from il
5 What you do after you drop the soap in the

shower

10 Donned

14 Tennis-shoe brand

15 Explorer ___ de Leon

16 It's measured using length and width

17 Talk show host with porn-star potential?

19 Little boys

20 Leaf gatherers

21 Crucial part

23 Come next

24 One whao's under the “dont ask, don’t 1ell”
rule: Abbr.

26 Therefore

27 French detective portrayer with porn-star
potential?

31 Beatified Fr. woman

34 Clinton of comedy

35 The Patsy actor Everett ____

36 Vacationers in South Beach usually come
home with them

38 Fictional blaxploitation detective with
porm-star pnnll:nti.'il'.J

40 German-Polish border river

41 Vehicle drawn by Bunyan’s Babe

43 Trickle through the cracks

45 The Gay '00s, for one

46 Country music star with porn-star potential?

49 19th-century women's rights advocate
Lucretia

50 Supper scrap

51 Pigeon’s hangout

55 Like breasts that have been implanted with
silicone?

57 Like a saint's head

58 Blow away

59 Eerie tale producer with porn-star potential?

62 Captain in Benjamin Britten’s Billy Budd
63" Pretty” (West Side Srory song)
64 “Would ___ to you?"

65 David Geffen, vis-a-vis Geffen Records; Abbr,

66 The Deep Six actor Zimbalist
67 Kim Carnes’ “Belte Davis

DOWN

I San Diego bascballer

2 Concerning tits, dickeys, etc

3 Takes advantage of a sucker?

4 What & couple might do after kissing

5 Places where women might sweat together
6 “Mazel

7 “You're a Queer
8 Some Schubert chamber pieces
9 Engages in foreplay
10 1974 Abha hit
11 Fruity drink

(song from Carousel)

12 1997 film starring Richard Gere and Bai Ling
13“___ on Down the Road” (tune from The Wiz

18 Dawsons

22 Hawk, but not chicken hawk

24 Idle Hands actor Green

25 Cniscoapplier, e

28 Sample some buns, e.g

29 Park. Colorado

30 Repeated word in a Doris Day song title
31 What dockers do

32 Fare displayer

33 Prison cell, for one

37 Soup crackers

39 Made it to second base, 0 10 speak

42 1976 comedy set in a gay bathhouse, with **7

44 Kind of bear

47 Insensitive thing to do after sex

48 Nervous gay man?

52 Small lace mat

53 It may come out after some rubbing
54 Rims

55 Say whether or not you're coming
56 Canal traveled by New York ferries
57 Ship's wheel
60 James Van
61 Go out with

Beek (star of 18-Down)

The”

QuiSmart
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by Lilly Roddy

hake off the doldrums, because on Feb.

5 at 7:03 a.m. there will be a solar

eclipse at 16 degrees Aquarius, giving
everybody the itchy feet, ready fo be done
with all those tired routines. But get a move
on, because Mercury is going stationary ret-
rograde from Feb, 21-March 15. What this
means is: Lay low! If you have new projects to
start, get them going before the retrograde, or
just wait.
Days to stay in bed: Feb, 13, 21-22, 27, 28,
Days to party: Feb. 1-2, 4-6, 18-19, 26.

Aquarius (Jan. 20- Feb. 18) During your so-
lar return time (translation from astrologese:
Happy birthday!), take the time to look back
at last year’s goals. For many of you, doing
the same-old same-old just won't do. Venture
forth. In your work, your life, everything, you
on feeling connected and whole. Just getting
by won't get you by this month. Many are
looking at totally new career paths, brand-
spanking-new relationships, or simply re-
evaluating your whole existence. Much of
what you start this important year will be
with you for the next 18 years. Choose wisely.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) As this month be-
gins, you're feeling verrry sensitive and need
time alone to rest, retreat, and review who
you are and what this life of yours is all
about. Peychic powers are tuned high and
just about everything feels like too much. And
just to reinforce your retreat mode mood,
Mercury goes retrogade in your sign. As you
move closer to your birthday, you are prob-
ably the most contemplative you will be this
entire year. Those of you born Feb. 28-March
3 are especially deing the cosmic enema. Be
prepared to get rid of lots and lots of things.
But take your time, all you Pisces mermaids,
mermen, and mer-transgendered: You don't
have to come up with the perfect solution un-
til March 17.

Aries (March 21-April 19) Busy busy busy.
The time has come to get out there and spend
time with friends ... or make some new ones.
Get active in the community. Find an interest
that peaks your pasgion and go for it. You will
immediately find yourself up for a leadership
role. For the business types, this is a good
month for networking or looking for new ar-
eas to market yourself. After mid-month,
you'll find your courage at a high; normally
scary risks suddenly seem doable. Toward the
end of the month, pace yourselfl so that you
keep your energy up. You are also more sen-
sitive than usual: Before you fly off the
handle, make sure you listen to the intent be-
hind the words.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Lots of focus on
your career this month. Most of you are feel-
ing more optimistic than you have in 12

vears. Jupiter—planet of growth, expansion,
travel and mind tripping—is entering your
sign on the 14th, lightening everything up.
Career tension will be strong Feb. 4-7 for
those of you born May 4-9. All of the cows and
bulls need to keep their schedules light dur-
ing those days. After the 22nd you will hear
from out-of-touch old friends. Time to get so-
cial and have some play time.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Time to liven up.
Routines are taking their toll. A change of
scenery will do wonders. But try to get going
before your ruling planet, Mercury, goes ret-
rograde on the 21st. After this, shift gears:
time to review and re-envision your life. You
may have theught you had successfully
avoided facing all those sticky areas at work
and in your relationships. But noooo, they've
come back to haunt you. Work will seem espe-
cially confusing. Clean up your desk, files,
work station, cubieal, ete.; Things are not
going to move forward until you do.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) Time to explore the
deeper meanings of the universe, your con-
nections to soul energy ... or at least that
kitchen drawer with all those odds and ends
stuffed in. You are looking for a deeper emo-
tional commitment from lovers and close
friends. You're tired of the barriers that keep
you from being close; you're ready to tear
them down. Hidden agendas or masked feel-
ings will ereate more distance. If you have a
partner, spend some time together away from
all the everyday distractions; this could help
reassure you of their interest. Therapy might
be helpful. At month’s end, your work and ca-
reer take the spotlight.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) In a word, RELA-
TIONSHIPS! If you have one, you will be ex-
tremely focused on it; the smallest deviations
will grab your attention. If you don't have
one, then vou want one. This time, try to find
someone who at least lives in the same city.
Expect some reexamination with business as-
sociates. The time is ripe to recommit your-
self with both lovers and business partners, If
yvou have any problems, you'll find them im-
possible to avoid. It is a good time to fix them.

Virgo (Aug. 23-5Sept.22) Work, health, and
everyday habits are going to be explored this
month. Watch out, that famous Virgo-nian
efficiency is about to kick into high gear. Any
part of your life not working at peak capacity,
you will be taking apart and figuring out why.
Maostly this will show up at work; you will be
even less tolerant of those cerebrally chal-
lenged types than usual. You might as well
give them a lesson in how to make their lives
run better. This gets even stronger when your
ruling planet, Mercury, goes retrograde on
the 21st. You may want to get yourself a
warning label. Then you will focus this revi-
sionary light on your partner. Love or some
other euphemism will find a way.

Libra (Sept. 23-0Oct. 23) Creativity just oozes
from your every pore. You are in a very play-
ful-and artistic mood for almost the whole
month. Aveid intense discussions or pedantic
types who feel that they must educate you.
This is a good month for meeting someone
new. Your sexual energies are radiant and
will be broadcasting on all bandwidths. In
business, it's easy to sell your products,
ideas, or yourself; your charm simply over-
whelms. Relationship energies are turned
up after the 11th. Try semething spontane-
ous: Let that animal out and let her prowl.
At the workplace, expect some need for
reorganization and general cleanup, espe-

cially after the 21st.

Scorpio [Oct. 24-Nov. 21) Just when you
thought it was safe to come out after the holi-
days, your family comes back to visit. As you
explore your emotional and psychological
roots this month, vou will get to find out who
in the family bequeathed you that obsessive-
compulsive behavior, If things at home seem
unsettled, you're right on track. You may feel
restless at work and have a hard time sleep-
ing at night. You are overturning the base on
which you have built your life so you can see
what really motivates you. Although in the
end you get more control, along the way you
will just feel very naked.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Communicat-
ing your ideas is top priority, as your mind
works at lightening speed and the new ideas
keep surging in. Your fixer skills are really
working great. You need lots of activity for
your mental gymnastics or you will get bored
quickly: new projects at work, new people to
talk to, anything to purge your brain of those
stale routines. After the 21st, vour interest
wanders home. Time to ¢lean up the old home
place, maybe even painting or redecorating.
And with your home focus, your thoughts
drift back to your early home life. Consider
a trip back to that environment and see all
of your old friends: It'll do a lot to help you
feel grounded.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) You are brushing
up against your thorny issues of security this
month. Did you overspend for the holidays?
How is that 401K? Should you ask for a raise?
Should you inerease your fees? Who will take
care of you when you can no longer take care
of yourself? Although these are just the nor-
mal questions that Capricorns always ask
themselves, they will be more intensified at
the beginning of the month. By the 11th, you
are more proactive and feel more in control.
Start your new projects
before the 18th or you
will have to wait until
mid March to start them.

Litly Roddy is a Houston-
based astrologer. She can be
reached at phil@eybersim.com
grwwe.eybersim com / hermes,
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On Jan. 15, 2000, The Houston Outdoor Group met at Hermann
Park for a monthly outdoor soctal:

1 Darlene Valliant (1) and Barb Ralston.

2 (Back, I-r) Don George, Art Gonzales, Don Marrs, David
German, Bill Ciminelli, and Richard McClain. (Front, l-r) Kal
Ibrahim, DJ Jecker, and Ed Baltz.

3 (Back, l-r) Jon Gray, Lisa Thomas, David Scott, Dennis
Milam, Bruce Aleksander, and Howard Kanelakos. (Front, l-r)
Barb Ralston and Penny Corman.

| Opening night, Wednesday, Dec. 22, 1999, The Atomic
Acting Company's latest selection, Cat’s Paw —A Meditation
| on the Don Juan Theme, an original work by Mac Wellman,
explored the tangled lives of four women in an intoxicating
evening of wit, wordplay, women, and wierdness:
4 (L-r) Jodi Ann McLaughlin, Anessa Ramsey,
0 Veronique Enos, and Barbara S. Hartman in Mac
— Wellman's Cat’s Paw.

On Friday, Dec. 17, Doc Java, an upscale

| coffee and pastry shop at 3833 Richmond,

held its grand opening with an art show and

sale by Montrose artist Chris Alexander:

5 Chris Alexander standing in front of his
painting

6 (L-r) Tommy C. Tam, Nakia Keys, Chris
Alexander, and Jeffrey Roeske.

New Year’s Eve “Millennium Masquerade”
party held at On the Cover on Main St.:

7 (L-r) Ma Calgrove, Robbin Colgrove,
and Ken Smith.

8 Two mysterious men found having a
fabulous time in the new millennium.

® (L-r) Darrell Judd, Randy Judd
Harrison, Bob Gallup, and Kevin Besch.

Opening Night, Wednesday, Jan. 5, Theater
LaB Houston presented Die!l Mommy! Diel,
the story of aging diva singer Angela
Andrews Sussman, who plots the demise of
her husband to run off to New York with her
gigolo boyfriend. It’s a parody of such 1960s
gothic films as Hust, Hush Sweet Charlotte
crossed with the Greek tragedy Electra. Diel
Mommy! Die! runs through Feb. 13, 2000,
10 Cast member Joel Sandel as Angela
Andrews Sussman seems to be thinking,
“Die! Mommy! Diel"

Correction: In the January issue, the
photo of STUTZ was taken by Tina Travis:
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" would highly recommend joe at U.S. Construction for any
remodeling job. His work is excellent!"

Kiki Santikos, Realtor

U.S. CONSTRUCTION & SERVICES

~ Our Capabilities Include:

» Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
* Ceramic Tiling

» Interior & Exterior Painting
* Room Addition and Siding

We are an owner-operated company
serving the Houston area for 20 years,
specializing in residential and commercial
remodeling. We have many satisfied
references, both residential and
commercial, for your review. if we can be

of assistance, please call. Thank you.

Call for free estimate.

(713) 526-7679 Pager 713/698-0103 Joe Hlavac, Owner

One of a Kind

At Dov

woaod and stone furnishings that are as unique as you are

d & Toombs & Co. we dr:slg;n and build free =.h'_1ni_]iny.

Each piece is designed especially for you at a price campetitive

with fine furniture steres. Choose from anlique, exofic, or

renewable W-jc.dﬁ, and selec! stones from the waild over

David S. Toombs & Co.

Fine Custom Furnishings

281.835.0782

Frea in-home estimates = Decorators welcome

6500 Fannin, Suite 1108
713.797.1500

5420 Dashwood, Suite 200
713.668.9118

BOARD CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
MARC R. SANDERS, M.D.
STEWART ZUCKERBROD, M.D.
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LONG DISTANCE

Twister Communications Network offers 5¢ a minute long distance from your home to *select countries
such as Australia, Austria, Canada, ltaly, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Taiwan, United Kingdom, and
many more. Call for Details. 1-877-TWISTER. $4.95 monthly fee applies. As always, as long as you
are an active Twister customer you will receive FREE Internet service - where available.

1-877-TWISTER ?gg AP 1 )
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