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Richard Hill Understands.

1y,

Even the smallest detail is critical
to the successful sale or purchase
of your home.

ML

Your success in buying or selling your property rests on

your real estate agent’s ability to handle each detail of
your transaction, no matter how small, with care and
precision.

That’s why Richard Hill provides the very finest real
estate service—whether it's arranging the best possible
financing to purchase your first home, securing contracts

and title transfers, or qualifying buyers prior to your sale.

He understands the intricacies of the real estate market
and can help you earn the most for your investment.
To set your real estate success in motion, call Richard RICHARD I_J I l l
713.869.6142
713/864-0888

www.richardhill.com
richard@richardhill com

Hill today for a no-obligation consultation to discuss

S/
- ) §
GREENWQDD KING

your real estate needs.
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Bryan K. Williams
1998 Top Listing Agent
1999 Top Sales Agent

Susan Kelly-Broz
1998 & 1999 Top Producer

1999 Top Listing Agent

Wonderful New Con-
struction by Renwick
Homes. High ceilings
gourmai
sulle

3 ausan

6th Ward: Charming 2/

/2 with study. Built Circa
1885, Renovated in

} with new plumbing
siling, refinshed

BEAUTIFUL NEW CONSTRUCTIONI Cor
ner lot, brick exterior, capper roofing on the
|ibrory tower. High cellings, wood floors, gour-
met kilchen, fireplace, den or gameroom with
builkins; Last of 5 homes by Renwick Home
builders. $429 200. Ask far Susan Kelly-Broz

Woedland Heights: This wos Grondma's housel
Comforiable three bedroom/one bath with tarmals
braakfast reom, wood Hoors, recent rool, and centrals
$144,500. Ask tor Bryan K. Williams

Heights: An impressive example of urban living at
its finest. This three-story garden home with three
bedrooms (Jr.d three and one :‘10” bt]lhil wns de-
signed fo bring the outdoors in. The open and spa-
cious Hloor plan allows for comfertable living, while
providing a unigue envirenment for entertaining guest.
$439,000, Ask for Bryan K. Williams

Ll . — "

Housten Heights: This elegant fraditional home is
nestled in ene of the most beautiful areas of the His
toric Houstan Heights. Bullt in 1910 and renovated in
1991, this three bedroom, twe and a half bath home
oftars npproximately 3,000 square feet of living space,
with hardwood fioors, spacious kitchen, builtins, lush
landscaping with sprinkler system and so much more
A miust seel $359 000. Ask for Bryan K. Williams.

Heights: Perfec! for first lime home buyerl
One bedroom/ane bath with lots of charm.
Could easily be converted to a twa bedroom
Centrals, wood Roors, low maintenance yard.
$04 500. Ask for Bryan K. Williams.

Montrose: Spocious 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath
townhome with den, and large backyard. Great
location. $198,550. Ask bar Bryan K. Williams.

Susan Kelly-Broz ........... 713/880-1400 .......... Voice Mail (281) 279-6475
Bryan K. Williams ......... 713/880-1400 .......... Cell Phone (281) 236-5475

Prudential Gary Greene, Realtors®~Heights Office + 717 Yale Blvd * Houston, TX 77008
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about certain communities but do very
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With their ambitious billboard campaign,

PFLAG keeps up their never-ending crusade to “Tell the truth in love relentlessly”

Il over the city the gay community

seen and talked about...or at
least that's what PFLAG is hoping
will happen with their ambitious billboard

will be

campaign, which debuted in mid-March
PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays) wants all of Houston to
see their three slogans: “Hate Hurts,” “1In-

conditional Love,” and “Safe Schools.™ PF1

wants every gay person to know support ex-
ists, and wants everybady else to see what be
ing a loving ally to gays looks like.

“Many people just don’t know about
PFLAG,” PFLAG co-president Jeanne
Edmonds says. “Many people feel alone in a
closet of myths
and misinfor-

mation.”

would like to
keep the Parents, Familie
billboards

: w= Of Lesbians agd Ga
up for a
year—
but at

pricetag of
about $100 a day each, this message of love
15 still in need of some fairy godmothers.
One gay man sent in a $200 check saying
that he and his partner were not giving

S and Friends

by Laura Springel

on an antigay platform, One of the billboards
was vandalized during that time, which actu-
ally only led to further free publicity
“PFLAG is an incredibly strong and well-
respected organization,” Young says. “It has
the support of parents, families, and friends
of sexual minorities. They are essentially
straight people speaking out to encourage the
community to embrace all human beings.”
PFLAG does an amazing amount for the gay
community. Their mission is threefold, says
Edmonds: supporting families, educating the

hts

publie, and advocating for equal rig
PFLAG holds monthly meetings, offering
books, magazines, videos, and a speaker’s bu-

reau to get information out to those
in need.

PFLAG chose

carefully: [-45

PFLAG Uncondjnol,la] LOVC | B their locations

North driving
southbound
lseen h\' com
muters com
ing in from
the Wouod-
lands, plus traf-
fic heading in from the airport); I-59 North
at the Eastex Freeway (seen by those driv-
ing to both the industrialized Ship Chan-

sent me to college, but has provided me with
emotional support, as the PFLAG family has
let me know they're behind me, When [ inter-
viewed PFLAG's Jane Smith for this article,
rather than discussing the billboards, she
spent most of our time together asking about
me and where 1 am on my “gay journey.”

As I sat in the March PFLAG meeting
watching the smiles and the greetings a mang
old and new friends, I began to finally under-
stand the spirit of PFLAG. Rev. Ken Martin, the
March speaker, and a leader in the Soulforce gay
religious movement, best expressed it. “Tell the
truth in love relentlessly,” he said. “Never forget
there is no statute of limitations on hope.” The
PFLAG proud parents and friends are examples
for the rest of the community, mayvbe even the
world, for standing up and speaking out for
those you care about. Thinking back to my con-
versation with Jane Smith, I remembered that
she was telling me just what Rev. Martin was
saying, “Never give up.”

PFLAG is far from giving up on its vision
They have donated their time, energy, and
funds to this campaign and now they are ask-
ing their allies, supporters, and members
who believe in equality and justice for all per-
sons to help in any way that they can.

If you'd like to make a donation, send it to
PFLAG, 2700 Albany, Ste. 304, Houston, TX

d

Immediate Finance!
Immediate Delivery!

...Tonight!

Voted by
QOutSmart readers
“BEST PLACE
TO BUY FURNITURE.”

Respect for every customer!
We sincerely appreciate
your business!

ALLERY FURNITURE

SAVES YOU SSS

one another birthday presents, but instead nel area, and Kingwood and Atascocita); | 77006, indicating that vou'd like your money jﬁl""

2 |y '|_-5 i ]
were donating the money they would have and finally, Richmond Avenue in the Galle- | fo go to the billboard campaign. !_ b_:n:;,_ BDBB |‘45 an‘th [between Tldwe“ & Parker
spent to the PFLAG campaign. Thus far, ria area. PFLAG has monthly meetings at Christ = i 71 3/594‘5570
PFLAG has anly raised about $16,000 to- I myself have personal experience with | Church Catherdral, 1117 Texas Avenue: Jr_,ﬁ __‘_lg i
ward the approximate $100,000 needed. the PFLAG family, as one of the PFLAG/ | Church of the Epiphany, 9600 S. Gessner at A :_ e e e e e e e el

PFLAG has done this once before, only
leas extensively. Their 1996 billboard cam-
paign ran for about two months, and re-
ceived an excellent response from the gay
community, according to Kvle Young, who
was PFLAG's media director at that time.
Six billboards at multiple locations in the
Houston area proclaimed, “Someone you
know and love is gay.” Being an election
vear, PFLAG made use of the media cover
age of the billboards to speak out against

several politicians who were campaigning

H.A.T.C.H. youth scholarship recipients
last year, At the time I applied for the
scholarship, it all seemed pretty wild: 1
had only just begun the coming-out pro-
cess when a counselor at my high school
encouraged me to try for the PFLAG
money. Suddenly PFLAG’s “favorite aunt”
types were asking me, “What has been
your experience as a gay youth?” “I don't
know,” 1 felt like saying, “I've only heen
one (in public at least) for about 20 days!”

But the $10,000 scholarship has not only

WEENEY

Bissonnet; Hollyfield Conference Center,
2700 Albany: Northwood Unitarian Church
in the Woodlands, 1370 N. Mill Bend Dr.
713 [867-9020; and in Galveston at the AIDS
Coalition of Coastal Texas, 1405 39th St.,
409 744-3200.

For information abowt meetings, call
713 [B07-7878., PFLAG also has a helpline
at 713/46-PFLAG (713/467-3524), and a
website, www.pflaghouston.org. And look for
the PPLAG /| OutSmart booth at the Houston
International Festival,

Bring this ad and receive

$50 OFF

ANY PURCHASE OF $500 OR MORE.

Limit one per customer.
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The International Festival reaches out to the gay community

he Houston International Festival is
making their first concerted effort to
reach out to the gay community to at-
festival, which will run the week
ends of April 8-9, and April 15-16. Every
year the lestival spotlights a different coun
try; this yvear the country i Brazil. and that's
what got the ball rolling with the gay out
reach ... Carmen Miranda
“From the { t day I came
1 board, I had lots of anecdotal
nee that the gay and les
n community was a big
porter of the festival, and we'd
always looked for the right
angle to bring in the gav com
munity,” said Jim Austin, who
has been executive director ever
since it became an interna
tional festival in 1988. “Then |
was in Rio, and the Brazilian

overnment seét me up with the

Carmen Miranda people
Brazilians are enamored with |
Miranda—and [ &

thought, this is a great hook for

Carmer

us.... She's an icon in the gay

community.... Ever since then,
the ideas have been flowing like
crazy about Carmen Miranda.”
The I Fest folks asked Alan
Davidson to be the liaison between the festi
| and the gay community. Alan has been
good friends for yvears with Kathy Austin,
who is director of marketing for the festival
and is Jim Austin's wife. Alan is also a regu
lar writer for OutSmari, as well as being &
public personality in the gay community,
Alan and Kathy have been putting their
heads together to do gay marketing for years
But except for Sweet Honey and the Rock in
1989, and a Shawn Colvin coneert in 1998
“that a crowd of lesbians braved the rain to
come see.” according to Alan), not much has
been planned at the I Fest with the gay com-
munity specifically in mind.
Until the Carmen Miranda hook, that is.
This vear, there's going to be lots of Carmen,
and no small amount of drag. The [ Fest is
flying in a Carmen Miranda band from Bra-
z1l (which ineludes two male Carmen

Miranda impersonators} to perform three

with a Carmen Miranda theme

by Ann Walton Sieber

times daily on the festival's “cabaret” stage
on the north side of the old library building

There'll be a Carmen Miranda museum. And
there’s a Carmen Miranda lookalike contest
on April 1 at Rieh's, coordinated by Davidson
The top three winners from the drag show will
each get to perform their song on the cabaret
stage, and the winner gels a trip to Rio.

We must admit, when we first heard

5 about the whole concept, we
: } were a tad bit skeptical: a cam-
i paign of gay outreach starting
with a show? Isn't that,
] tly stereotypical
and not exactly representa-
tional of the wider gay commu
nity? But, it’s a place lo start
and in talking to the Austins
Lheir intentions seem to be in
the right place
“We're the eity's official cel-
ebration of the city. We're man-
dated to reach all of our
' citizens and to exclude no one,

Jim Austin said. “We're serving
A our crowd, and the gav commu-

‘ nity 18 a legitimate group of

Said Kathy Austin: “The
festival as an international fes
tival is here to promote diver-

sity and harmony between people of all kinds.
Different ethnie backgrounds, different reli-
gions. This is the one time of the year when
we all come together to celebrate
this in Houston.... A person’s a
person’s a person.” T
I'o balance out the “gay out- i !‘
reach,” OutSmart asked the 1 |8
Fest to donate a booth for £
PFLAG and the magazine. To
their credit, the festival staff
readily complied. PFLAG and a
drag show: a little weird, but at
a {itile bit more of a bal-
version of Lthe gay panoply.
Is the festival worried about
any possible protest or opposition to their gay
outreach from the homophobic conservatives?
“If we gel hit by opposition, I'll be shocked
and not very happy,” Kathy Austin said. “It's
hard for me to understand any reason why

Exec Director Jim Austin

we shouldn't be doing it. We're billed as a
family event. Gays and lesbhians are in
families.”

“We're not promoting anything,” said Jim
Austin, “because by ordinance we can' pro-
mote anything.... It's all going to be innocuous
and fun. When 1 was growing up, Milton
Herle was on the television dressed in a dress
and it was fine.”

It’s not like the festival hasn’t seen drag
before, Jim Austin tells me. In 1988, the first
year it was recast as the International Festi
val (it had formerly been the Main Street Art
Happening), the country was Australia. “The
Essendon Police Women's Marching Band
from Sydney. Australia, played at the mayor’s
ball,” Austin said, “and there was not a
woman among them.”

The plan for marketing to the gav con
munity is just part of the I Fest's overal
schema for outreach to all the city's sub-con
stituencies. “We've learned the hard way
said Kathy Austin. “It was when we spol
lighted the nations of west Africa in 1994
We had been publicizing the festival througl
the Chronicle and the other mainstrean
media. We never realized we had been omit
ting anybody or doing anyvthing wrong.” In
the resulting turmeil concerning the
festival’s overlooking of the African and
African-American communities of Houston
they had to turn to Bill Lawson, well-known
and esteemed pastor of Wheeler Avenue
Baptist Church, whose daughter, Melanie

Lawson, was chair of the [ Fest
board. “Melanie’s father helped
straighten out hurt feelings and
. misconceptions before the
{ val,” Kathy Austin said
Speaking of controversy, what
does the I Fest do when the po-
litical and eultural policies of
their spotlighted countries are
less than utopian? We were
thinking about Brazil's rather
horrifying record toward gay

freedom, with fre

about gay murders

“When we started the festival, we asked

let’s name & country that we wouldn't havi

any political problems with,” said Jim Austin
"—and we couldn’t come up with any. In

Garden Oaks - 3/2 on large lot
in close-in, tree-filled
neighborhood. $147,9000

o - |

Westbury - 3/1 on large corner, wood
floors with recent updates.
Owner/agent. $138,900
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www. mikecopenhaver.com




Mexico there's Chiapas. With England, North
Ireland. What are we going to do?

“The only way to do an international fes-
tival is to do a cultural festival. We're not a
political statement, we're not proselytizing
anything.

“In the end, more good will come from
taking a positive embracing of the people
themselves and their culture, than any politi-
cal censorship.”

OK, we're convinced. Fruitbasket,
anyone?

ONE OF BROUSSARD'S
KILLERS IS OUT

Paul Chance Dillon, one of Paul
Broussard’s murderers, was released from
prison on March 17, after serving only about
six years of his 20-year sentence. Dillion was
one of 10 teenagers from The Woodlands who
drove in to Montrose the early morning hours
of July 4, 1991, grabbed Paul Broussard and
two friends, and beat them with nail-studded
boards and rocks that they had brought with
them. During the attack, Broussard was
stabbed to death by one of the teenagers, Jon
Christopher Buice.

Even though Dillon got the second-longest

sentence of the group, after Buice's 45 years,
he was the only one eligible for the manda-
tory release law, which is no longer in force.

LOVE MARCHES ON

We're pleased to report that MCCR's as-
sociate paster, the Rev. Ralph Lasher, and his
partner Harry Gibson will be specially recog-
nized as the male couple who have been to-
gether the longest (of any couple willing to
come out of the closet, at least) at the mass
wedding performed by the Rev. Troy Perry on
April 29 at the Millennium March on Wash-
ington. By happy kismet, April 28 will also be
Harry and Ralph's 45th anniversary, “I am
somewhat overwhelmed at the moment,”
Lasher writes.

TRANSGENDER UNITY

The various groups in the transgender
community are holding their seventh annual
Unity Bangquet and Fundraiser on April 8.

Five groups are coming Lngc-thnr to sup
port transgender unity, HCDA (Helping
Cross-Dressers Anonymous) is a 12-step sup-
port group facilitated by a counselor for those
who are having difficulty accepting them-

selves, or those involved with a trans-

underwear
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BROTHERS

gendered individual. The Tau-Chi Chapter of
Tri-Ess (the “crossdressing sorority,” the
Society for the Second Self) 1s a support group
for heterosexual erossdressers and their
spouses. The GCTC (the Gulf Coast
Transgender Community) is a social group
made up of transsexuals, crossdressers,
and transgendered individuals. TATS (the
Texas Association of Transsexuals) is the
largest transsexual group in country. And
finally, CATS (Community Awareness for
Transgender Support) is a new group that
meets in Galveston.

The gala will be held at the Wetchase
Hilton. Tickets, $38, are only available by
e-mail at houston_unity@hotmail.com, and
must be bought in advance.

ACTIVISTS URGE COUPLES
TO BE COUNTED IN CENSUS

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Rights advocates
around the nation are urging gay and lesbian
couples to make sure they're counted in the
U.5. Census which arrived throughout the
country in March.

But, activists said, couples shouldn’t ex-
pect to find any special check-off boxes for gay
and leshian couples, Instead, the census form
includes an unassuming box labeled "unmar-
ried partners” that rights advocates say
same-sex couples should check for deseribing
their relationship

The *unmarried partner” box first ap-
peared in the 1990 census, but rights activ-
1sts said the Census Bureau counted only
150,000 same-sex households from that enu-
meration. And that, they say, was a serious
undercounting that they hope (o at least

|'J;-t]'I|_\' correct in this year’s count.

BUDWEISER'S OUR BUD

ATLANTA—The antigay Richmond, Va.
based Family Policy Network (FPN) took its
call for a boyeott of beer producer Anheuser-
Busch to NASCAR's March 12 auto races in
Atlanta where bemused spectators could

see

or at least try to see—an airplane hired
by FPN to tow a giant banner denouncing
Anheuser-Busch for what the group says is
an “endorsement of the homosexual lifestyle.”

FPN has singled out Anheuser-Busch be-
cause, not only does the beer-maker adver-
tise in several gay and lesbian publications
around the country, it also donates funds to
charitable gay and lesbian events, including
especially the Folsom Street Fair in San
Francigeo, touted as the largest leather event
in the world.

“Our opposition to Anheuser-Busch goes

10 APRIL 2000  OutSmart
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far beyond the fact that they sponsor homo

sexual newspaper ads affirming homosexual-
ity,” said FPN spokesman Joe Glover. FPN
said the beer-maker’s sponsorship of the fair
amounted to an endorsement of sadomasech-
ism and “degrading and dangerous hehavior”
and that if people who drink Budweiser
“knew what that company does with the prof-
its they get from the beers they drink, they
wouldn’t drink their beer.”

The Folsom Street Fair raised some
£915.000 in 1999 for several charities in the
San Francisco Bay Area.

FLORIDA TOWN GETS
GAY-MAJORITY COUNCIL

WILTON MANORS, Fla.—Voters swept
John Fiore into the Wilton Manors, Fla., mayor’s
office making the small Fort Lauderdale subur-
ban town of some 12,000 people the second in
the nation to be governed by an openly gay
majority on its five-member city council,

Fiore handily defeated Sandy Steen, a
former mayor, with more than 56 percent of
the popular vote. As mayor, Fiore will also
have a seat on the city council along with two
other openly gay council members, Gary
Resnick and Craig Sherritt, who ran unop-
posed in the election.

“I'm glad it’s over,” Fiore said after learn
ing the election results. “I'm very drained.”

West Hollywood, Calif., became the U.S.’s
first city with an openly gay majority council,
and remained the only such city until now.

TEMPE, ARIZ., SWEEPS MAYOR
T0 FOURTH TERM

TEMPE, Ariz.—Neil Giuliano, the openly
gay mayor of Tempe, Ariz., won a stunning 70
percent of the eity’s vote to win a fourth term
in office. “I'm very honored by the level of
support I received,” Giuliano said ofhis elec-
toral win. I didn't expect that big of a vie-
tory.” Tempe, a Phoenix suburb of more than
106,000 people, is the largest U.S. city with
an openly gay mayor.

WHIRLPOOL EMPLOYEE GROUP

BENTON HARBOR, Mich.—The Whirl-
pool Corp. took two steps toward equality by
adding nondiserimination employment pro-
tections covering sexual orientation and by
approving an employee group for gay and les-
bian workers. The group held its first orga-
nizing meeting in February, bul the company
said it doesn't have any plans now to add do-
mestic partner benefits for gay and lesbian
workers. Whirlpool employs more than
60,000 people at locations around the world.

Pacific American Mortgage Company

A Unit of Mortgage Portfolio Services, Inc.

Competitive Rates
Competitive Loan Products

Fast. Efficient, Professional
Service

Knowledgeable Loan
Officers and Staff
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competitive price, hassle free service, knowledge of our
product and a friendly, helpful attitude.”

(713) 526-7879

Www.pamort.com
9323 South Shepherd, Suite 1012 Houston, Texas 77019

One Suite Adva

When you are 'E _
looking for :
more

than

just a room.

® All-Suite Complex
offering spacious one- and two-bedroom
condominiums, complete with kitchen and
separate living and sleeping areas.
@ Beautiful Suites with a Panoramic View of the Gulf from your
private balcony.
® Resort features: heated swimming pool, whirlpools,
fitness center, lighted tennis court, and barbecue/picnic areas.
@ Centrally located to all the great attractions; museums,
galleries, beach shops, historic homes, and the world famous
Moody Gardens Pyramids.
@ Mini-Vacation Gelaway Packages are available:
Romantic Getaway, Safari Getaway, Dinner Theatre, and Island Golf.

Call for details on these and other special event weekends and holidays.

On Galveston Island! ™
6300 Seawall Boulevard G
800-231-6363
www.galveston.com/victorian
& CONFERENCE CENTER




VIRACEPT IS POWERFUL [t's tough on HIV. In many people, VIRACEPT lowered the amount
of HIV in the blood to levels below the limit of detection of the test used, and substantially
increased CD4 cell counts after 24 weeks of triple combination therapy. (The clinical
significance of changes in viral RNA levels in blood has not been established. The virus
may still be present in other organ systems.) VIRACEPT IS EASY TO LIVE WITH Take it
three times a day with your normal meals or light snacks. VIRACEPT IS GENERALLY
WELL TOLERATED People treated with VIRACEPT may experience some side effects; the
most common is diarrhea of moderate or greater intensity in 20% of people in clinical trials.
VIRACEPT WORKS It's indicated for the treatment of HIV infection when anti-HIV drug
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therapy is warranted. It is not yet known whether taking VIRACEPT will help you live

WHAT YOUR PROTEASE

INHIBITOR CAN BE:

longer or reduce the number of infections or other illnesses that can occur with HIV.
Some common medications and some HIV related medications should not be taken with
VIRACEPT. For some people, protease inhibitors have been gssociated with the onset or
worsening of diabetes mellitus and hyperglycemia, and with increased bleeding in patients
with hemophilia. Ask your doctor. For more information, call toll free 1-B88-VIRACEPT or

visit www.agouron.com. (Refer to the important information on the next page.)
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Educate, Communicate, Celebrate

Festival Spotlight on Brazil

2 Big Weekends! Downtown April 8-9 & April 15-16

Plus:
The International Carnival Parade featuring Samba performers from Brazil - Saturday, April 8
The Art Car Parade - Saturday, April 15

| PINEDALE AT TRAVIS
2 Offices to dcrve You! HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006
Houston - 1034 Heights Blvd. IN THE MUSEUM DISTRICT

Kingwood - 800 Rockmcad Suile 111 Bihd MO AA 713.520.9502

Free parking with Supercuts, FAMILY PASSPORT $ 18 at the Festival, $7 for adults. Kids under 10, FREE!
EASY ACCESS PARKING in the Theater District Lots

Tickets available ot SUPERCUTS and BANK UNITED

Call the Festival Info Line at 1-800-541-2099 or visit our web site at www.hif.org.
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“1 believe that being a good attorney
requires more than know ledge of the
law. it requires giving my clients the
time, understanding and personal
attention they deserve.”

Russell C. Simon

BANKRUPTCY

* CHAPTER 7 LIQUIDATION

ROB SCHMERLER & STAFF
713.661.7700 Your
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by Anthony Bures

PERSONAL COMPUTERS

The rules of dating have changed (thank God!)
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ating in the new millennium is pro-

ducing some untraditional ways of
meeting. But then there’s never

been anything all that traditional about the

gay community (thank God). E-dating,
cyber dating, or whatever this new type of
meeting will be called i= certainly sneaking
into our lives as the stigma and computer-
phobia is disappearing. [t's not for losers!
We know several happy and well-balanced
couples who met through their PCs. Three
of the many ways of meeting on the net are
the online personals, live chat rooms, and
even digital camera feeds.

Online Personals: The online person-
als range from high-class to sleazy. Some

specialized by topie, such as HoustonM4M,
CollegeFun, TravelMates. So depending on
what you'd like to talk about or who you'd
like to meet, choose a chat room based on
vour interests. A couple of busy chat room
systems are America Online and www.gay.
com. Gay.com chat room area is divided
into “floors,” and then specifically into
room names. For instance, the women's
floor has rooms such as
“lookingforgirifriends,” “bike sanddykes,”
“femmes,” ete. The men have four floors,
each for a different region of the country;
the Central Region’s floor then has rooms
like “Houston1,” “*CollegeMen,”

“Travell 'ur11|1'dnmn.~:_" ete.

The blggesr hurdle to meefmg someone is raklng that

first step and overcoming the fear. But be careful be-
cause people sometimes exaggerate who they are or
are not always quite honest about their characteristics

on the chat lines.

have one liners saying explicitly what a
person wants. A few of the more reliable
ones are at www.planetout.com,
loveataol.com, and www.gaymuscle.org.
Most of these go in-depth with profiles and
photos. Searches can be based on loecation,
age, hobbies, as well as those old personal
ad standbys, physieal and personality char-
acteristics. Az far as cost goes, they are free
and supported by advertising.

REWORKING

Chat Rooms: A second way of meeting
is the chat rooms: talking (typing) to
people in real time. To get started, invent a
snazzy name. Think in terms of a personal-
ized license plate; although people may not
be able to see you through your tinted car
windows, they can get a clue about you if
you have personalized plates. Logging into
a room, you can get a gist of who's on the
other end of the kevboard when they sport
such names as TxTuff, CuteGirl26,
PrepTex2000. For example, TXTornado
gays, “I chose my name from a song that
describes me.” After you choose a name,
you need Lo pick a room, which are usually

Live video: Lastly, if yvou have a digital
video camera (¥ou can get a ;.tmld one for as
low as $99 these days), you can see who you
are chatting with in real time. The cameras
are basically plug and play these days (plug
them in and you can play). The faster your
modem, the better the transmission will be.
If you have a cable modem or DSL (digital
subscriber line), the motion is quite smooth.
A couple of video rooms are at www.icuii.com
and www.cuseeme.com. Some of the topic
rooms are “couples only,” “main gateway
G rated,” “women only,” and “gay male
room [.7

TxTornado says, “The biggest hurdle to
meeting someone is taking that first step and
overcoming the fear. But be careful because
people sometimes exaggerate who they are or
are nol always gquite honest about their char-
acteristics on the chat lines,” So when making
that step to actually meeting someone in real
time you've come across in a chat room, bring
a friend, at least let someone know where you
are going, and make sure your meeting is in a
well-lit publie place. A few safety measures
and an open mind ean give you a world of
new people to meet!
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LeftOut

by Daryl Moore

CONFESSIONS OF A WAYWARD DEMOCRAT

Why “Anonymous” voted in the Republican primary

omeone voled Republican on March
7. There. He said it. He outed
himself as a voter in the Republi-
can primary. He still can't believe he aetu-
ally did it.
He's a 38-year-old lawyer, who had

voted in the Democratic primary every elec-

tion since he turned 18. That's 10 Demo
eratic primaries in a row. He originally
planned on making it 11. But when Bill
Bradley bailed out, Anonymous looked at a
sample ballot and realized that there was
absolutely nothing going on on the Demo-
cratic side of this election.

Of course, he didn't count the contest
between Gene Kelly and Charles Gandy,
who are scrambling for the opportunity to
let Kay Bailey Hutehison hand the Demo-
cratic nominee his ass on her way to re-
election for the U.S. Senate. Other than

The Right Realtor
Can Make a
BlG Difference®

Raymond West, Realtor®
Buying * Selling * Leasing * Apartment Locating
Property Management
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281.686.1479 Mobile

that, though, it was hard to find a contested
race on the Democratic side at all.

Put simply, in a year in which Demo-
crats refused to run in an election with
George W. Bush at the top of the Republi-
can ticket, he could find no good reason to
vote in the Democratic primary.

And while he couldn't think of a good
reason to vote in the Democratic primary,
he couldn't think of a reason nof to vote in
the Republican primary. After all, in the
last three election cycles, Stephen Hotze
and his religious-right followers had ac-
counted for 3540 percent of Republican
primary voters. What a scary thought.

Someone had to do something. In this
election, there were several contested races
in the Republican primary for trial and ap-
pellate court judgeships. With no one even
running on the Democratic side for those

positions, whoever got out of the Republican
primary with the most votes would take the
bench in January 2001,

He could not stand idly by and let r
Hotze-ites decide whom he would practice
law before. So, he decided he would be a
Republican for a day. He would vote in the
Republican primary. Just this once. And
vote he did.

He voted for John McCain, even though
McCain had already dropped out of the race

Writing from the liberal
end of the spectriem, Hous-
ton attorney Daryl Moore
has a general practice and
15 board certified in ecivil
appellate law. He can be
reached at DarviMoore@
outsmarimagazine.com.
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AFTER PROPOSITION 22

OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

We need to fight for gay marriage...and be honest about it

ince defeat is an orphan, no one will

claim responsibility for our loss on

Proposition 22, the antigay-marriage
measure also known as the Knight Initia
tive, which California voters recently ap
proved by a 23-percent margin. Whatever
its parentage, the loss brings some lessons
and a silver himing.

First, we should be more honest with
voters. The No on Knight campaign
cuided by polling in good Clintonesque
fashion—tried to divert attention from the

marriage issue by telling volers that pas-

sape of the initiative would mean the loss of

all kinds of rights for gay couples, including
domestic-partners benefits, hospital visita-
tions, and adoptions.

None of this was true, as anti-22 orga

nizers implicitly confessed after the loss

when they proclaimed in a press release

281-491-5566
800-281-0567

W MoneysHIart.com
Securitios offered through Commatvealth Financial Netward, Member NASD/SIPC

that “Californians were voting specifically
an the definition of civil marriage and not
whether gays and lesbians should be af
forded the same rights guaranteed to het-
erosexual couples.” After months of telling
voters that Prop 22 was not about mar-
riage, they now say it was, Voters were
never fooled.

We've been here before, haven't we? We
arcued that a similar statewide referendum
in Hawaii was really about the integrity of
the state constitution, or something like
that. We were creamed. We used the samg
diversionary strategy in Alaska—with the
same result. Now, with $6.5 million down
the drain. we tried it again and lost badly a
third time

Let it be the last time.

Second, we should save our toughest

rhetoric for when it really counts. The No

on Knight campaign warned voters that the
measure would lead to antigay violence, but
there has been no reported rise in antigay
erimes associated with the vote.

Thev called the measure “hateful” and
“divigive,” as if those words alone would
numb voters’ minds. But the pro-22 cam-
paign was remarkable for its lack of hatred

and divisiveness., Supporters of Prop 22 re-

Writing fram the conservative end of the
SHeL .'}'.l.-.'.:.' Jormer Housion
resident and -'.'-'.’l-'-’.'.'l'." .Ii.:'(-ll’l."
Carpenter began his col
umn for OutSmart in 1994
and has won three Vice
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LeftOut

continued from p. 22

for president. Se did 10 percent of all vot-
ers in the Republican primary. At least 10
percent of Republican voters agreed with
MeCain that Pat Robertson is truly evil and
should play no role in the making of an
American president. (Lest anyone think

“evil”™ 18 too strong a word, recall that

thought he could beat Brister (and Hotze).
He ecouldn't.

And, he voted for Martha Hill Jamison,
Martha was a Democrat who switched par-
ties so Dubya would appoint her to the trial
bench. He did. She ran to zet elected to a
full term. And now she’s in a runof?.

All in all, he probably should have
stayed home. He doesn't think he had

The whole campaign was unreal. One
side argued it wasn't about what it was
about (gay marriage) and the other argued
they weren’t what they are (antigay).

Third, from now on we need to articu-
late publicly and unashamedly the case
for gay marriage. Trying to salvage some-
thing from the defeat, No on Knight orga-

child from abuse, but deprives many of nur

turing, two-parent homes. And so on

Th

ably a

most Americans oppose gay marriage.

Th

are the kind of people who pay slavish at-
tention to such polls. Read the post-defeat

is straightforward approach is prob- tural change.

loser in the short run, since polls say

¢ kind of people who run elections

equality than we thought. The Prop 22 ex-

perience provides two markers of this cul-

The first is that antigay organizers cal-
culated it would backfire to run an explic
itly antigay campaign. California voters,
more than 85 percent of whom say they
know someone gay, would have been dis-

3CUILD
2JHOP

sPOcieR

2433 Rice Blvd

7130528«POTS

nizers claimed voters were “educated” i 3 4 Rl . Wemdr e A : nasty homophobia " ;
Robertson said fi i | t 5 i i fhis pick I §¥0 escated words of San Francisco Supervisor Mark gusted by a return to the nasty i Mon-Sat 10-6 0 Sun 10-4
obertsan said feminism drove women to much impact, since most of his picks wen A rg slationships v ORI - L ] : . . 33 e . = -29 oroanizers
pé 5 5 pic ent tbout gay relationships during the eam Leno. defending the strategy of avoiding af past ballot fights. So pro-22 orgamzers

“leave their husbands, kill their children,

down in flames anyway. Still, he never con

paign. If only that were true. Although gay marriage: “As someone who operates in declared (disingenuously, to be sure) their
and become leshians.”) sidered not voting. So he voted Republican our ads liberally used the word “gay,” gay ] g ol sy v

to hold their ground on marriage, the lasi

redoubt of heterosexual privilege, they had

i i A . the electoral world, 1 like to fight battles
Speaking of religion, he also voted and now he feels guilty. couples were invisible, Instead, in an es- *, e
x r i ; SEE ; g o 73 that I can win.” But sometimes you have Lo
against school prayer. What a silly propoesi- Some of his yellow-dog friends are ap

palled

i ; G : pecially controversial TV spot, our side fight battles you're destined to lose because
tion to put on the ballot when it's not even One even told him if he voted in presented a heterosexual man, with his A il

it's the right thing to do. :
The second marker of eultural change is

Another No on Knight leader said

bluntly of gav marriage: “We're not going to

binding, He knew we don’t need governmen-  the Republican primary, it would make lovely wife and children in the back-

. 3 Y A v g o 2 . a Ba it b : ‘ .
tally sanctioned prayer in schools. Besides, him a Republican ground, reassuring everybody that most more important. Even though they never

as ||Iﬂg as students take tests, there will be heard a single -'\}'”;-Ib]L! in defense of gay mar-

He disapreed. That wo L kh T P e b 2 W 3 -
ng ; . A lisagre l..d That \'tn uld be like h.l_\. folks ”;‘{V}N EAY MATrriage fight that battle.” And so we didn’t, did we? j
prayer in schools whether the government ing if he went into a straight bar once, it Here's what we could haye said: We Political strategists would rather win riage, four of every 10 voters walked into the

sanctions it or not. would make him heterosexual. Bet not.

He voted for Valerie Davenport, who —

should be allowed to marry. Our relation- than be right. They'd rather lie than lose. polling place, read a simple mitiative limit-
ships are capable of commitment and love, But \".’l"l.l'L'.'-Iﬂlé:l.i!;\' better off losing on the ing marriage to “one man and one woman,
..m rurlinmi, agqll b at.h ot just as straight relationships are. Society truth than winning on a lie because people and soundly rejected it. Even a decade ago,
Texas Supreme Court. Valerie had never

voted in a Republican primary but ran as
one with the hope that she could pull off an
upset. She eouldn’t.

He voted for Richard Hall, who was
running against Scott Brister, a Hotze pick
for the First Court of Appeals. Hall

OutRight

peatedly insisted that they weren't antigay
and that they even backed legal rights for

gay couples. Opponents were left grousing
that, as one put it, “they're killing us with

kindness.”

has a powerful interest in encouraging citi

zens to settle down in stable couplings. Cut-
ting us off from that deep responsibility and
tradition 1s eruel. It preserves no one's mar
riage, but it tells a whole class of citizens to

live loveless lives. It doesn't save a single

respect you mare in the long run. Besides,

when

ing and losing.
That leads to the final lesson, and the

silver

-lining, from this defeat: Americans

it comes to marriage, we've been ly-

are moving further and faster on gay them

such a result would have been unthinkable
[t's another reason we should give honesty a
chance: it will eventually work.

Voters seem lesg afraid of gay marnage

than we are. Maybe we need to catch up to

/4

YOUR COMMUNITY

Service With Pride. MINDED DEALERSHIP |

We're just a few of the friendly faces behind the
excellent customer service and personal

attention you get at the West Gray branch.
Come by and get to know us.

From left: Shano Kuci-Ban
Mark Torres-Personal ker, Ki

Bankof America.

West Gray Branch
1905 West Gray, 77019
Chstomer Service (713) 831-1700

Bitnik of America, NA, Membier FEDW
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REAL ESTATE, REAL EAsy” |
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SERVICES

Celebrate Easter at
Resurrection MCC on Sunday, April 26, 2000.

Easter Sunrise service begins at 6:30 a.m.
Regular Easter services at 9 am. & 11 a.m.

A breakfast will follow the Sunrise Service.

Resurrection MCC

est [ oinl

1919 Decatur * Houston, TX 77007

713/861-9149

www.mcer-hou.com

tsn opy i)

SKIP WILLET
Sales Advisor

Great
gelection of
Pre-owned

Houston's
Mark for
Excellence

11666 KATY FREEWAY
@ KIRKWOOD
(713) 529-2611

www.westpointsales.com
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THE LOVETT INN

Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

A LOVE FOR ELEVE?

As Inprint throws a festive Walt Whitman marathon readathon,
OutSmart considers the Walt your teacher may have failed to mention

LOOKING

Th the young man, many things to collection Calamus (named for the Calamus
ahsorb, to engraft, to develop, [ teach, aromaticus plant, with its long, phallus-
n to help him become éleve of mine, shaped tendrils). These poems explore
But if blood like mine circle not in his Whitman’s Socratic interest in his far
veins, younger “éléves.” Whether yearning for his
If he be not silently selected by lovers, lost years, or for the company of potential
and do not silently select lovers, “students,” he told his friend Horace
Of what use is it that he seek to become | Traubel, “I like boys who are glad to be
éleve of mine? boys—the men who remain boys.... Why
—Walt Whitman | should any man ever give up being a boy?”
“To a Western Boy” (Calamus) In 1882, a 27-year-old student of the
| world named Oscar Wilde met Whitman
emember your first time? Your {then 61). During their meeting, Wilde artists for a reading of his works.
teacher was patient and guided recalled that hig mother, Lady Speranza “Celebrating Whitman and Ourselves:
TR L 5 i you with a sure and steady hand. Wilde, used to read to him from Leaves of | The Inprint/Brazos Bookstore Marathon
e L e | G | B Ve
TN e R S yan White Planning Council Cobden” e frapifam -y lones)  the | smkessedta Wisticnsny “Thave come fogou | Monfon M, o B KT
) AVITES 5 Medical Center 2 - words of Walt Whitman, perhaps smoth- as one with whom T have been acquainted marathon readings are always fun,
[A) [(J(kagfar 1’0[!”1!‘89!‘5‘ lo ered by his Leaves of Grass. But your almost from the eradle.” Whitman the informal events with people dropping by
501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006 serve on t]!e C .l teacher didn't tell vou the whole story. fantasy tutor? What can queers learn today ‘ throughout the evening, sticking around
(713) 522-5224 » (800) 779-5224 % ouncii. A late bloomer, Whit man?; sexual | I'rum\l.he !'Iimfi of his “’}Hl* u_.'sn'{i.j;'.“ 31 lln hear a Iml»' readers, (:u_Llng a :‘n‘:u-k ‘
Fax (713) i_’.-\'-rj_‘r.l.'\.' J'ru'r-m.rml.m;- awakening du_l not come unl_l] about . If you fm:d- }':mrm:lil pining for a lesson in frnm. the l'ﬂ_lt'.. [.h,m] hem'h.ﬂl-{ on. ( ‘I.i“. |
P()lf"' LI LOVE IT! ' [ middle age H]a.mll.‘*l revealing song of the poetry of Walt \H?\tm‘un. Inprint has Inprint at 713/5621-2026 Ic::‘lmurt._’ info.
e s g ALl himeelf can be found 1n his queer brought together a mix of scholars and —Travis Mader

The Primary responsibility of
the Council is to determine what
HIV/AIDS services are most needed.

/—-"_"\

i%:{t&zf;/) Theater

You don’t have to be
" HIVE to look like this.:

www.aerialiheats

Montrose
Museum
Area

R Mm

This vear, the Council will receive
over $17 million from the federal
government for HIV/AIDS services
in the Greater Houston Area.

N-A-C, 600 mg ‘Creatine, 500 g

o 100 count $18.00
$950 — .
Your participation DOES
make a difference.
%, '.' Sold in : = Designer l;-r.otein. 2 Ibs.

Glutamine, 500 g $18.890

. =1

1 7 da}’s ; T 522.35 i % ., Supplements that help |
Direct Cﬂﬂfﬂ(f'f Tori WI.”I—(HHS § hu;'#’ﬂ' f'L-..{a;' Im.}g_'_r ;H?Sh o1 |

recdiice side efjects jrom

atl 7]’3/572-3 724 5] | harsh drug regimens.

7130557.4404 ,[ b . L F. i = — |

- . —— A B
or e-mail our website. houstonbuyersclub.com hhc@neosoft.com Irj,i{l' 44 | |

sickatmaster (713) 629-3700 713.520.5288 800.350.2392 "'.ff.’jszygu- |

o ol i Sk Yas o Commige S etcs: BEST LAFF 3400 Montrose Blvd, Suite 605 Houston 77006 LEALRD G ‘
|
|
|
|
|

CONCERTS

= 713-230-1800 Houston Chroiicie

Office
RonntE Keg, CBR St W RPEOTY.
=1

REALTOR?® Associate

£
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Center for
Healthy
Sexuality

Treatment of:

¢ Sexual Addiction

* Sexual Abuse
* Depression/Anxiety Disorders
Indiavidual. Couple and

‘-‘l'{lIIFI .rill'l'“llil" \\ ili!iillll‘

Ph.D.. RN, LMFT

® Intimacy & Relationship Issues

& (Ohsessive/( Hunfmhiu- Disorders

B(”'h(”'ﬂ LPI".'I.HS on,

Licensed Marriage

& Family Therapist

(713) 785-7111

2650 Fountainview, Suite 132 Houston, Texas 77057

Jeff Vannice, PhD

Psychologist

Ouver 10 Years of
Professional Experience
Gay/Lesbian Issues
Children/Adolescents/Adults
Parenting lssues
Spirituality
Individuals/Couples/Families
1415 N. Loop West, #780
Houston, TX 770038
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[Between Shepherd and Ella on the M. Loop)

713-426-4455
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GrooveOQut

by Chris Sill

EQUALITY ROCKS

It is without doubt the single most important event on the gay social calen-
dar this year. It will unite people from coast to coast and give them one
voice. A single voice with o message that will be heard around the world.

The voice: music
The message: equality
The event: Equality Rocks Concert

n Saturday, April 29, tens of

thousands of people will fill

Robert F, Kennedy Stadium in
Washington D).C. for the landmark

Equality Rocks Concert. It is a musical

event like no other in that it will send a

thundering

message for

equal rights for
gay Americans
through the
music of op
performers, gay
and straight
Entertainers
confirmed as of
press time
include: Melissa
[".'.:rll-r'n‘i_gl.'
Garth Brooks,
k.d. lang, Pet
Shop Boys,
George Michael,
and Queen
Latifah. Many
more are
expected to join

the historic

celebration in
the coming
weeks. Needless
to sav, this event will sell out! Do not
wait to purchase tickets (800-551
SEAT/www.ticketmaster.com)

The Equality Rocks Coneert will not
be the only party rockin’ the nation’s
capital this weekend. Saturday evening
two dances affiliated with the Millen-
ninm March will continue the celebra-
tion. First is the Premier Dyke Dance
and Cabaret featuring IDJ Tracy of
Liguid/Miami. The danece starls at 9
p.m. at the Washington Plaza Hotel
{info: 202-728-7565). Second is the

Millennium Dungeon Dance held at

Element. Billed as the Premier Leather,

Fetish, S&M Event, it kicks off at 10
p-m. with DJ Julian Marsh (info: 202-

331-44556/www.clubdesade.com

Also happening the same weekend

and not by coincidence) is Cherry 5,

Washington D.C.’s very own circuit
party. With the multitudes of queers

running around D.C. this weekend, it's

1 parties
to hold them
all. Saturday’s
main event 1s at
the Old Post
Office Pavilion
with DJ Warrer
Gluck. On
Sunday DJ
Manny Lehman
headlines the
closing party at
Velvet Nation
Linio: www.
cherryfund.com
And that's
not all.
Backbeat
Productions and
Atlas events
team up to
present
Shoulder to

Shoulder, an after-hours dance early
Sunday morning at Eleventh Hour with
DJ Monty Q. Later Sunday evening 1.
Bue spins at Heart to Heart located at

Ze1 Club. Both parties benefit AmFar

info: 202-331-4422). Also on Sunday is

Lou Piper's Exclamation Party with [DJ
Mark Vallese.

With so many events scheduled on

this unprecedented weekend, changes

are likely to oecur.
Keep up with the latest
information through
info lines and websites.

Chris Sill spins tunes at

at cstll@infohwy.com

Rich's and can be reached

e

r .'.- — 1 - = ks

i | o5 TR = o f ool

’; W heleza oalert
- O

r Complimentary

L B ’ Haireut & Blowdry
g ; with color hi-lite
™ ¢ or perm service!
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2702 Crocker St.
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Your Sowre for Alterna

713/524-4007

FREE Laser Vision :
Consultation... call for details

%,
. i R
FASHION SHOW
OF FRAM

QuiSmart s busir

Glasses, Contacts, & Eye Exams

Giorgio Armani = Ralph Lauren « Calvin Klein
Dolce &Gabbana - Modo « Gianni Versace « Emponao Armani

Dr. Michael Del Sardo, O.D.

Therapeutic Optometrist
TSO Briargrove
|6100 Westheimer, Suite 138

713-785-2022

T

TEXAS STATE OPTICAL |

e

D
A

(€opyicom)
1201 Westheimer

713/528-1201
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you want?

Expei'iance. younr boc!y’ﬁ
f'u.” ;:rcs’ren’rin] na

unique retreat fcw exercise,

AVAILABLE:

Personal (one~to-one & g n-nuFr'? Truining
Fithess Assessments

Nutvitional Guidance

Cxercise pl'e-;.'cv'rpl ions

Massage Therapy

MUSCLE
MECHANICS

PERSONAL TRAINING STUDIO

135235550

BY APPOINTMENT. CALL NOW.

617 Richmond Avenue in Montrose
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j _] . [Interview, 472000, Ingrid Sischy
- - smarati ‘or her role in
[Entertainmant W 3072000, lynatke Rice) r&[ J { 7 Re: Her preparation for he le
- = . -2 ” 8 t Cry
Re: Paramount’s TV show with Dr. Laura - Boys Don )

: 1 " - ; " ot out and passed four weeks
A website called StopDrLaura.com has become the epicenter of I went out and |

> 2 . - - W 1 v hair short, strapping
an e-mail campaign against Paramount (a tactic Sehles boy, with m AP

inger =
hreasts, packing a sock. [ mean, ever)

referred to as “terrorism” on her March 6 radio show), “The

iss { is F » : . single day, seeing what worked, what
issue for us is Paramount,” says lawyer John Aravosis, one of s City SRt ey
Stof ! “g 1af; lidn't work—when someone called me a
StopDrLaura’s co-founders. “She has the rnight to defame any didn K S i : |

i ] i : rirl. when someone called me a boy
minority group she chooses, but Paramount is not obligated to girl, when St i e

at the difference 11

; | v WHE 80 SHFpTis
aid and abet in that defamation. Not everyone gets a TV show. g

[Ex-KKK leader] David Duke ain’t getting a TV show. No one
would put someone on TV who defames blacks or Jews. But on

how 1 was treated. It was a night-and

day difference. And 1 could not believe

. h 2 how threatened people were.... If they
gay issues, for some reason, we always give one more chance. y peos

Tom C

Chr:u C onno]lv- You haven't hesitated to throw down the
gauntlet to the tabloids....

couldn’t stereotype me as a boy or a girl :
Hilary Swank

some people didn't want to have ; ! p i (pictured here a5
-_q-_'.l'\.'ii'nn?_{ to do with me. 1 l.'_\;|_l|_'I'ZL'II:.'!..'I.E L Brandon Teena in

: Boys Don't Cry,
out on video and
DVD on April 18):
Did she threaten
pepplt?

that firsthand.”

Tom Cruise: There’s a certain time when you've gotta draw the
; ; (The Advocate, 3/28/2000, Michas

Re: Lana, the character purtr:nod by Sevigny in Boys Don’t Cry—"Her love for [Bran-
It was unconditional, onee she got over her de nial. I think it was the

line. Look at someone like Leonardo |DiCapriol—so talented;
that guy has got talent just
oozing... Brad |Pitt But don:Erexnal was 30 FV0S: g : : i S
ek and it didn't matter to her whether he was a boy or a girl.

ved in last
d

you

first time she was in love
Re: Her lesbian fans’ reactions to the butch lesbian character she portr:
month's HBO's If These Walls Could Talk 2—"0Oh, God, [ try to play a butch. I'm so se:
they're all going to turn on me and hate me for a bad representation.” If you saw the film,
- know she has nothing to worry about. |

everybody has stories to tell

It really is like being back in
the classroom, and some guy
doesn't like vou for some

reason.

This is the gay stuff
yvou're talking about,
right?

Yeah, and everything,

Chlo& Sevigny (seen here in HBO's If These Walls Could Talk 2): Did she worry about her leshion fans’ reactions?

that 1 feel so personally and deeply... Basically, people are | used faaaot not as a homosexual term but as feel
I ' 5 drEEe ing along with us to the Indigo e

everything.... o b on] - [Movieline, /2000, Lawrence Grobel)
= s : IFve ), Laurie K. Schender : 4
I think your pesition with In recounting her first meeting Gillian Anderson Lawrence Grobel: You got into trouble with the
; regard to the gay stuff ith Anne [Heche] and Ellen (left}) and David Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation
- . W Anna E ang C
IR R A L BLL ¥ was that it wasn't being (Do <l o the Lilth Fair i E"'Chfw"?]t';;" (GLAAD) when you used the words “fag” and
Interview With the Vampire): Did he [ IR e 3 LaCe ik e e R : ;
bt called j._','.l_\. that was %]'It. Pasadens hwo yoaes 090 [Gillion episode of The X- sissy.” Did you have to apologize for being :
problem, it was the idea Anderson] sacalled:hier a5 “twe Files): Did she peek insensitive? £
. v " : nderson| recalle il o g e . i 5
that vour relationship with Nicole was— ; lous] €l maialirde ullasblu:s bllssl; David Duchovny: [Laughs] Nah, they called and Sond e
e . F : . ; 2 4 ; abulously sexy, rabulously e i t > y i e s |
Yeah; they're saving you're a liar. Evervthing that is so sacred, e e L\Iunm-nc and grind ::dr:ﬁu:»;“ 4 “Oh David, you're smarier than that.” | said, “Llock, ®:

saying, “That’s a lie, it’s a sham.” At a certain point I said, B ™ 9 ing emasculated. | understand what you guys ore
wpn : = WG = { : Girls. They were so open and 30 ¢ o
Fine, go ahead and prove it. Go ahead. You've said these things | r doing ond it's great, People should be folerant. Gay
a8 : in love and so tree, shame-ree, q
about me? Now [ want an apology, because my kids are going to -efree—that needless 1o say, | boshing is abhorrent. But | feel good about the En
. o carefree— eedless fo say, s ;
school. Prove that we're liars. glish language and | like having the word faggot af

Sally J

(A&l 37

was distracted from what was go : : .
ause it's a powerful word with a lot

my disposal, b

ing on onstoge and | kept peek :
: of associations. | won't have anybody take my words

R p— = ing over ot their bliss and thinking,
o aafhke i W B Ah, isn't that nice.””

Anderson’s live-and-let-live at

away from me."
Does it bother you having to be politically cor-
rect with language?

Obviously people’s feelings are going 1o get hurt

00, David Finkla]

1 ean tell you the public at first was tremendously interested in fitude is exemplitied in her com

°
(]

LB
s

.
ot
®
[
pt
.
L F
L
E
]

.

ments about Anne and Ellen's love

EFFEN BIC

AIDS." [Raphaél] says.... “The public never felt this was a gay } :
! ¥ i : 3 o . vhen vou use certain words, but you can't outlow i
disease, We came to that |conclusion| because of the fact that for each other: “l don't think I have ¥ o ITh ot s sfaur cutiuse: They -
: b i ords. They're really the nislory ofour culiure. 1hey a5
there were enough homophobic people who would have let us ever met two people in my life who I| hat! n. When you make words ®3
. - : tell you what's going o hen you m words ®2
know. ‘Why are you doing those shows on gay diseases?” That's are more in lova than they are. And S e S | [ RSES e .
hy are we afraid of that, hon politically incorrect you're taking cll the poetry out o,
what the mail would have said. But the mail said, ‘Anybody can B A s ] fthe | I'm pro anybady living their lives @8
! il $ % oy = ' : ; e ki Q0 1 ul"-\':iLII;_I': 3 m pro « %[ }' nving e /a5 -
get this,” Viewers were ahead of even the authorities in telling estly? Why can't we accept fho } I 1ol t sexually and otherwise: ®4
: haul : the way they want fo live If, sexuatly and uineg = L
us that. We said it as well. I just knew. 1 mean, you don’t have love is love and we should get i N Hiea? kind of la & repressiorn o
; - s d I'm anti any i lang je repressian. ol

i 14 . " S T S and I'm anti any kind ©

y be too brillian LNOW 5 any way we can ;
te liant to know that B e W R
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5,12, 19, 26 [\Wed.)
HIVY Testing. 11

& [Thurs )
What Lesbians Do. Community ad

a PMinicuc

{also known as BCBC}

announce the eighth
annual Easter weekend
fundraiser, Jungle Lust VIIL. =
The beneficiaries of this vear’s
event will be The Assistance
Fund, The Houston Challenge

ayou City Boys Club, Inc.

Historic Heights Ho

e TE
o 3 /

vith 1., $4), More info; 7 x
7&B,14& 15 (F &San)

Madison, as | imagine it. [n a triun

ant retumn to Houston, the john |as-

T=9 [Fri-Sun)
me & Garden

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING:
a few lines of info about your event;
date/time; cost: location/address: or-
gonization name; AND two phone
numbers—one for OutSmart to reach
you for questions and one for OutSmart
readerste getmore info onyourevent.
| Mail info to: QutSmart Magazine,
| 3406 Audubon Place, Houston 77006.
| Fax info to: 713/522-3275. E-mail
info to: letters@outsmartmagazine.com.
NO LISTINGS CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER
THEDEADLINE DATE—FRIDAY, APRIL 14,

at Hall of what was anginally the

LUST IN THE JUNGLE

Bayou City Boys Club presents the 8th annual Easter weekend dance

Foundation, Montroge Clinie/Next
Step Program, The Montrose
Counseling Center, Steven’s House,
and WAM Foundation. “We are very
excited to expand the seope of our
fundraising efforts.” said Dan
MeFarland, co-chair of the spring-
time party. “We are including new
HIV/AIDS organizations that we
have not benefited before in our
eight years doing Jungle Lust.” *
Leading this year’s frenzy is Dd Joe
Gauthreaux of New Orleans’ OZ.
His ineredible mix of musie
conitinually keeps the Bourbon
Street erowds dancing till dawn,
and he plans to do the same for
BCBC and its supporters, * BOBC

is a nonprofit organization. Its
mission statement is to raise
money for Houston-area HIV/
AIDS service providers,
research, and education. Since
s inception eight years ago,
BCBC events have contributed
more than $500 000 to various
organizations in the Gulf Coast
region. * “The expenses of this
wildly fun dance event are
eompletely underwritten by
supporters of
BCBC," said
Allen Glander,
BCBC president.
“There is no paid
staff or overhead.

We are a completely volunteer
organization. That allows us to
give away all of the proceeds
from the ticket sales.” = “This
party is so much fun to produce,”
added Matt Krol, co-chair, “and
the fact that we can still have a
good time while participating in
a worthy cause is the heart and
soul of what BCBC does.” »
Tickets available at Lobo
Bookstore and Basic Brothers.

JUNGLE LUST VIII
Where: The Polo Club, 8552 Memorial Dr.
When: Sat., April 22 = 9 p.m.
Cost: $25-545
Info: www.bayoucitybovsclub.org
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Da Camera Goes to the Zoo!

ol Housion L gl

e, 1 Ay [ * o
n that day s per at the center £y 2dlur E
+ ie free with paid 12 (Wed = a
he b . 7 ool Free Mammeograms [or wormd z e ~ -
y thi 1 Tulls - £ WY - AN - . .
en T e 609 ousrthe dse 650 who havean income Lana Turner (right) and Juanita Moore (holding child) have daughter problems:
) 7 seniors. & .\ : i 2 ivieiissimniiiens Moore's daughter (left) wants to pass for white; Turner's daughter wants mom.

| THE STRIFE OF LIFE

Film depicts tale of discrimination

Brcis -.t- :_'-_-j- ter T13/284-8300.  Program at Planne n this 1959 film, Lana ate Douglas Sirk’s ﬁncst_ films,
B&9 15&16 rannin (Detwet Turner stars as a single Imitation of Life was Universal
13, & Sup i mother who puts her act-  Pictures’ highest-grossing movie

The Houston Interna- / 13 (Thurs

ing career ahead of her daugh- until Steven Spielberg’s Jaows
ter (Sandra Dee). -
Their black maid 'Ml‘“TIOH OF LIFE
(Juanita Moore) 15 | where: Museum of Fine Arts’ Brown
devoted to her own Auditorium, 1001 Bissonnet
daughter (Susan | When: Fri/Sat., April 21/22 * 7:30 p.m.
Kohner), but that | Cost: $5; members/seniors/students 34
R rtlﬁtinns.hip iz jeop- | Imfe: T15/639-7531 or www.mfah.org

11. The ardized when the

girl discovers she can “pass for
white.” (In one of his first roles, has taught film elasses at UofH
Troy Donahue plays Kohner's for 18 years, introduces
prejudiced boyfriend.) A compli- Saturday’s screening & dis-
cated romantic situation even- ensses important elements of
tually leads the actress to the film. General admission is
realize how little she knows her  $5: museum members, seniors
child.* One of German expatri- (55+), & students with ID $4.

tional Festival spotlght Anne Perry. tat witl

{1975). Dr, Sandra Frieden, who

=8 lal}f
13 (Th
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Carolyn Gardiner, M.D.
Board Certified Internal Medicine
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411 W. 21st, Suite #2
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RAY HILL
RETURNS

With both shows!

R.’-l_y Hill reprises Ray Hill
& the Sex Poliee and Ray

Hill and Love, both perfor-
mances benefiting the
Houston Lesbian & Gay
Community Center. If you
missed either show, now's
your chanee to eorrect your
error in judgment. Sex Folice
plays Saturday, April 22, and
Love plays Saturday, April 29,
both at 7:30 p.m. @ Houston
Lesbian & Gay Community
Center, 803 Hawthorne, 713/
524-3818. Tickets are only
#1585, whether reserved in
advance or at the door,

Li l lytphil) ROd dy

ASTROLOGER

& (Thu.)
Hot Pink Ribbons 2000.

Al i n | Personal
i_ « Relationships
i * Business * Past Life
oA | » Horary—Question of

the Moment
* Regression
* Reiki Master
|« Astrology Tape Series

The Musical World of Thomas
Mann. In its season finale, D Camera
[ Houstor . -

Consultations by Appointment Only

713/529-5842

Gift Certificates * MC/VS Accepted
phil@cybersim.com
http://www.cybersim.com/hermes

6 & 7T [Sat & 5un
Community Yard Sale.
Loy Browse the ven

AINg now
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ExcluSIVeREur
Eyew éar ssunwear
eye exams *Sgomact lenses

l"-. van L. Mapes
4317 Montrose Blvd. #2

11 3.5 ZOMENED

| WWw. wearusout.com

On Friday. April 14, cheat the tax-day blues with
vour friends at the Houston Lesbian & Gay Com-
munity Center. From 6 to 9 p.m.. groove to the
pop sounds of Smokin' Hair Day. Chill out with
a cool drink. Looking for love as well as a re-
fund? Write a free personal ad for the Houston
Press. All this for a $10 charitable donation.
HOUSTON LESBIAN & GAY
COMMUNITY CENTER

Yourr Home in Howusion

803 Hawthorne  713/524-3818
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heterosexual legs with Rosemar AOman |

¢ Zombies from the Beyond (a Musical). A
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# Art Classes for People With HIV: The Art
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mosphere. Facu i the healine power of art, Mare
info: 713/523-9530. The Museum of Fine Arts
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PERSONAL TRAINER

713.385.0013
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raphic studies from such placesas Feru, New Guinea Photography by MIKE NOYCH
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At 001 Bissonnet 134327300
# One Thing Leads to Another. Similar 1o b £

e 8 Traffic Tickets?

# Richie Vegas: A Psycho Memoir

1 Awstin artist Richard Alexander's

Call (713)812-7823
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; ; St ng » Licensed Professional Counselor
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il e iy e o » Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
; ywing is 2 dinner-d ) which will be ' » Certified IMAGO Relationship Counselor
i e ladai i e * 19 Years Counseling Experience
‘ e DENISE O’'DOHERTY

> 3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 810 = HOUSTON, 77098
CALENDAR DEADLINE for May issue: (713)524-9525
5 p.m., Friday, April 14
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THE SECOND ANNUAL NIGHTS OF 2 e A Taste

»of Houston

Tapas-style reviews

OutSmart Restaurant Guide

t's easy to miss Mo Mong. Squeezed into

a narrow shopping strip behind

Montrose’s Hollyvwood Video, the lo-
cale—even with its Westheimer address—
isn’t exactly conspicuous. Once you spot it,

Golden Room though, it'll embed itself forever in your

Barnaby’s Café
EEIB Kam’'s

EMORIAL

Dine at these restaurants during February, March, or April will live on in your dreams.

and a percentage of your food and Clos du Bois wine bill
will be donated to The Names Project AIDS Memorial Quilt.

i y long-term memory. And that's before you

ed, we sample the food.
b Yes, I admit it, I'm a pushover for olive
nink : green anything, so Mo Mong’s facade off
S the large parking lot (once I finally spotted
Chees_etuke Factory it) gave it instant credibility. [ just assume

that any place cool enough to paint their

“Adrian’s | e
Café Toopees - v e ot wor W o

Additional restaurants will soon be announc ' a5 vosll stop ot the appeiizers and sav

La Strada building olive green had to be at least as
I \Westhe: creative with its cuisine. And 1t is
Mo Mong means “to dream” in Viet-
namese, which i most apropes for this

urbane hideaway, which has been serving

ginee 1987, Owner Toan Hoang dreamed of
opening Mo Mong since 1975, when he and
his family moved here from Vietnam.
Toan’s son Viet plays double duty as man-
ager and designer and, true to its name, has

! sponsored by

Dalat Vietnamese Bistro hing up T ex

created a dream-like décor. This long, nar-
row space wag once the back storage and
dressing area for the Tower Theater, and

Viet has clearly preserved its theatrical feel.
The dramatic space has high, exposed ceil-

Visit www.nights-of-remembrance.com or call (707) 473-2370
ings and concrete floors that oddly produce

for specific dates and restaurant information.
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The succulent red pepper shrimp

an almost cozy, whimsical ambiance. A
small, intimate bar dominates the down
stairs entry, and dining requires a steep trek
to the second-level dining room. Naked win-
dows allow great washes of sunbeams to
light the room; you may as well be reading
poetry in some New York
SoHao loft.

This airy East-meets-
West-Coast quality
leaves no questions why
Mo Mong has become the

OUESABOUT: Dinings

DineQut

by Shelley Barnes

Moaning at MoMong
With delight, that is. This chic Montrose
hideaway is an uptown Vietnamese dream.

realm of creative fusion cooking. What's
more, the prices are ridiculously low for
lunch (filet mignon for $7.25) and quite
reasonable for dinner.

That Pad Thai,

vermicelli, and spring rolls is a given. This

you'll find classic
15, after all, a Vietnamese restaurant. But
that's where the similarity stops. Beyvond
that it's “Vietnamese style” nha frang oys-
ters, delectable lightly fried spheres that are
simply perfect eaten alone, although the
lemon dipping sauce makes a nice, albeit

Once the backspace of the dearly departed Tower Theater,
Mo Mong’s urban cubbyhole is both cozy and sleek.

Montrose ¢rowd’s urban hangout. But
that’s not what draws its consistent fol
lowing. It's the Wednesday night $1.75
martinis and thoroughly extraordinary
Vietnamese fare. Extraordinary because
it extends itself beyond the typical bound-
aries of Vietnamese restaurants into the

heated, contrast...not that anyone took the
time for a quick dunk. At $5.75 per tapas-
sized plate, order two and call it a meal. Or
sample another wasabi-titled appetizer, this
one with the green heat streaked across
mounds of crab cakes. Yes, crab cakes, Dixie
food at its traditional best, in a Vietnamese
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Come and
Join Us

|'I.".r':'.'n'|'.' |'l\'r recrirgrer * Sinee 19
1117 Missouri St
713/529-3450

ne Block north of Westhemier off Montrose

“The Strangest Little Ice House in Texas”

Beer - Set-ups - Pool - Darts

I *» Thursday Night Steak Night:
$10 for ribeye, baked potato,
salad, and garlic bread

* Karaoke every other Saturday

*» Available for birthdays and
other celebrations

713-694-7973
895 WAKEFIELD

[,
In ha

Pat Walker & Nancy Rust

“Paradise”

A Galveston Island Guest House

| How long has it been since you've been to Paradise?
THAT'S JUST TOO LONG!
® Impressive rooms, lush tropical gardens,
walk to beaches, bars, restaurants
s Serving the gay community in the spirit of
Key West and Acapulco

ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS
1409-762-6677

2317 Ave. P ® Galveston
www.Galveston.com/paradise
i email: Paradise@Galveston.com

setting—and the crab actually
outweighs and put-flavors the
cake-like breading. The sheer te-
nacity of preparing a perfectly
meaty erab cake without even
an accidental shell warrants
some rever-ence...if not envy
Mo Mong dishes up authen-
tic Vietnamese banh uot
($6.25), shrimp and portobello
mushrooms wrapped in
steamed rice paper. What dif
ferentiates these from classic
Chinese potstickers is the Viet
namese-style steam bath rather
than the traditional Chinese
method of sautéing. This treat
ment, I'm sorry to say, however
true to Vietnamese form, makes
for a rather insipid appetizer

despite the promising ingredi

Like a proper Vietnamese
regtaurant, Mec Mong has its
share of noodles. There are
monk noodles, mo mong noodles,
Singapore noodles, da nang
nopdles—oops, there | go again.
Rest assured, the translations
don’t help in this case since the
descriptions sound like mutant
siblings. Rely instead on the
knowledge of your waiter. Ours
recommended the dah nang, al
dente rice noodles studded with
sautéed beef, shrimp, and veg
etables ($7.95), all simmered in
a smooth brown broth of hoisin,
ayster sauce, mushrooms, sugar
and a touch of cornstarch
(which, we later learned, is the
secret ingredient in one of their

truly signature dishes). While

Banh xeo is a tasty little Vietnamese

crepe intended for fajita-style wrap-

ping in lettuce, with cilantro, mint, and

fresh sprouts. Resist the temptation to
employ a utensil and indulge your in-

ner child in this finger-style mess.

ents. But not to worry. A notch
up on the menu is banh xeo.
What, you ask, is banh xeo?
Tsk...some of us need to catch up
on our Vietnamese. Ban/ xeo 1s a
tasty little Vietnamese crepe
which looks suspiciously like an
omelet—brimming with chicken,
shrimp, and mushrooms, in-
tended for Vietnamese fajita-style
wrapping in lettuce, with ailantro,
mint, and fresh sprouts.

A warning to the Vietnamese
food-uninitiated: Do not try to
eat this with a fork. Yes, the let-
tuce makes for a poor tortilla. I
know tortillas, and You, Lettuce,
are no tortilla. Nonetheless, re-
sist the temptation to employ a
utensil and indulge your inner
child in this finger-style mess,
The myriad tastes complement
each other like real cream does
coffee. And it tastes even better

when eaten with vour hands.

yvou can find similar combina-
tiong in other like establish-
ments, [ found myself
repeatedly digging back into the
heaping mound despite the
ereeping feeling of fullness and
the beckoning plates of as-yel
unsampled food

If you're an asparagus lover,
vou will fall willingly in love
with phu gquoe ($6.50), a union
of asparagus and medallions of
chicken breast coated with a
ginger, sugar, and soy glaze.
Had the ehicken not been sue-
culent, had the asparagus not
been cooked to its deep green
vet firm state, that glaze alone
would have had a brainwashing
effect. My growing appreciation
for this little gem of a restau-
rant already had a life of its
own, and even three-day-old
fish (which there wasn’t
wouldn't have deterred my con-

Tapas-style reviews

Maoclaine Sabroso Grill

El Meson

2 Sonoma

Niko Niko’s
La Strada

Paulie’s
Urbana

1 1 el L
Rivg's Vincent’s
JF T | :
L | | | | | I

The cost guide reflects the average cost of dinner
with one drink and tip. Deduct about 25 percent for
average lunch prices

10 things you might
not know about

L Strpdor

.We are open 7 days for lunch,
dinner,and for Sunday Brunch.
Best Brunch 1997, 1998, 1999

—OutSmart, Houston Press

-We create oward-winning solads.

Best Salad 1998—Houston Press

3.We make other drinks besides
Bellinis. fop Ten Wine List 1998

5]

—My Fable Magazine
4 .We made "celebrating” our
middie name.
Huotlest Place ta Hosi-a Party
~Inside Houston
5.We have a reputation that extends
beyond Houston.
Mohil Travel Guide Award 1999
6. We are celebrating our 14th year
of award-winning cuisine.
Lagat & Survey of Houston
7.We have food for everyone,
Our pasta {s sugarbuster-approved.
8. We start the frends
Houstan's first brick pizza oven
9.We are the art of dining.
Over 90 different artists bave shown
their work bere.
10.We are family!

Vo, joe Ramos is not Aldo's fittle brother.

L Strpder

Now with two locations. ..
but only one Sunday Brunch.

322 Westheimer
713.523.1014

5161 San Felipe
713.850.9999




%

.

e

44

hristy’
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e Muffins

» Kolaches e Biscuits
» Croissants

e Donuts

S TR e T - A e i

BUY 1/2 Dozen Regular or

Buy 3 DONUT S

iLGeﬁ:REE)F FEL %

Expires May 7, 2000 (OS]

FREE

Expires May 7, 2000 {DS]

1103 W Gray @ Montrose

713.524.4005

713.521.1733 (fax)

Mon - Fri 5AM-7PM

Sat 5AM-5PM ¢ Sun 6AM-3PM
Sean Heng - owner

AFRIL 2000 OutSmart

Your Kroger Signature store on
Montrose offers one-stop-shopping
| convenience

< Meal Cenier |

< Nutrition Center

s Oreanic Produce

< Wine Chiller

< Floral Shoppe

< 'I'D Worldwide Floral Delivers
% Pharmacy

<+ De

¢ Sell Service Sealood

1/ Pastry Shoppe

& Sara l.ee Sandwich -4||.;Mu-

Chicken

l,l_'iHin: w
i e

& ) 8 o
< Rotisserie

< Flame

Montrose Blvd.
{ Phone: 713-526-7665
|’h:|1m(u Yy _'l 3-526-1239

s ™

& Alexis Presents

Glow-Glow Girls

Every Wed & Sun
HOT! FUN! NEW!

Don't miss the

Country Excitement ¢
& Western

Nite Every Dagily Specials!

Thursday OPEN Wed-5un
5 pm-2 am

Shots $2 -
NEVER A COVER

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR PRIVATE PARTY!

Reimventing The Gay Clubscene

CLUB RAINBOW - 1417 - B Westhaimer » Houston « 713 » 522 5166

.

viction. But this is moot, since Mo Mong's
house specialty, the mama khang fish
$12.95) 1z as fresh as any sushi-quality fish
around. It's a simple red snapper fillet,
lightly battered and skillet fried to retain
its tenderness, topped with an equally
simple mixture of tomatoes, peppers, and
basil. Surrounded by restaurants known for
topping their seafood with interesting shell-
fish and fruit salsas, this blatant lack of
embellishment served to draw out each re
spective flavor—although this simple plea
sure did come with a high price tag.

Up to this point, I eould have safely
said that Mo Mong is a place you should
consider frequenting on a regular basis—
you won't break the proverbial bank nor
tire of its interesting gustatory creations
Up to this point.
sampled the red pepper shrimp. The name

however, I had not

didn’t intrigue me, but our waiter insisted
that if we wanted a seafood dish, we
couldn’t go wrong with the red pepper
shrimp. This is an understatement. There
is no going wrong with these shrimp, these
darling, perfectly poised crustaceans rest-
ing peacefully amid curls of green and

With
Then 1
did a double take. The really abvious kind

white onion and slivers of garlic

complete nonchalance, | ate one

that only character actors can get away
with, and only in the theater. Now brace
yourself, for I can honestly claim these to
be the best fried shrimp I have ever tasted
The scoop on these tasty ereatures is the
“batter,” a mix of cornstarch and flour, that
produces a translucent ecoating when
lightly wok-fried. 1 wouldn’t have thought
thiz eould have made such a marked differ-
ence from other shrimp preparations, but
it does, enough to make this the victim of
many future food obsessions

This idel worship wasn't coming from
just me. My benevolent editor—who had five
minutes earlier suggested that my use of the
‘moan faetor” in four consecutive food re-
views may be getting stale—was audibly
moaning. Had I not been making my own
yummy noises, I would have gloated. And, in
fact, after introducing everyone you know
and like to the ereative Vietnamese fusion
that is Mo Mong, you'll probably find it hard
to conceal your own smugness. It's not every
day yvou stumble upon a dream as tasty as
Mo Mong.

Mo Mong, 1201 Westheimer #b, 713 /524-
5664, Hours are Fri. & Sat., 11 a.m.—mid
night; Mon.,, 11-10; Tue.-Thu., 11-11.
Wednesday martini night is 5-11 p.m.

We have a lot totoot

our

about...

State-of-the-Art Technology
Convenient Location
Knowledgeable and Caring
Staff & Surgeons

We are proud 1o offer our parients the most advanced method of vision correction, Laser Vision
Correction uses the accuracy of advanced computer tec h[lﬂ]t!t"\r and the precision of the laser to help
COTTECt OF imprave visual L"f(‘l'; which cause you o dLr-Lml On plasses OF contact lenses. Ar Eye Fxcellence
we offer all parh'rm a complimentary laser vision consultation. This consultation will show you the
dramatic changes that can take Falau in your vision, and determine if you are a candidate.

seye
excellence

Clearly the Bext m ol Eve Care

CALL US TODAY ABOUT
A FREE LASER VISION
CONSULTATION

713/521-EYES ¢ www.eyeexcellence.com
Mary I. Green, M.D., Ph.D., FA.C.S.

6624 Fannin, Suite 2105 - Medical Center
4 Chelsea Place - Museum District

The Joy of Elegance...

You invite the guest, and we’ll do all the rest...

? Clayton

Catering

Full
Service
Caterers

» 10-2,500 Guests

* Luncheons, Buffets & * Wedding Receptions

e Service Personnel Seated Dinners

» Cocktail Receptions

* Box Lunches * Office & Private Parties  » Flowers
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TravelOut

by Allan MacKinnon

Hanging upside down in fuscia tights 40 feet above the ground.

hese guys are really determined!” I
thought as I watched a group of gay

men climb a ladder high above a cir-

cus safety net. The strange thing was that 1
was one of the men and wondering what on
earth I was doing there. The Club Med at
Playa Blanca south of Puerto Vallarta,
Mexico, runs a circus school for guests and
we were learming to swing on a trapeze as
part of our Club RSVP gay vacation experi-
ence. Every guest at the resort was “family,”
and we were fulfilling that childhood fantasy
of running away to join the circus. However,
it was a very big step from the dress-up in
costume circus acts I'd staged on my back-
yvard swing as a little gay boy in grade school.
“Giive a bunch of queens an opportunity to
wear !L[.{hl:t and you can gel anyone up there!”
snapped my partner, Steve. He wasn't having
any part of this. At least he was nearby to ship
the pieces home and sprinkle the ashes. The

prospect of letting go of terra firma was scary,

sexy, and thrilling all at the same time (sort of

like my first same-sex vxi,wr'tl,-m'rl_ hmmm).
Circus is only one possibility at Club Med.
Playa Blanca offers a wide array of possible ac

tivities. Sunning by the pool was at the top of

the list for many and we did participate. How
ever, | like to be physically active too and so I
scaled the rock-climbing wall and took Steve
horseback riding for his first time. He admitted
to being petrified when we went up or down
hill. He lurched sideways and nearly panicked
when we trotted, but he managed to stay jelly
side up and dismount with a big smile.

The Club Med has an excellent gym facil-
ity that is quite a few notches above those that
travelers find at good hotels in most major cit-
ieg. All of the equipment is new. There are
daily aerobic and water aerobic classes, water
polo, and velleyball games. There are tennis
eourts and sea kayaks available too. Of course
sunning was a major pastime either around
the huge pool, on the white sand beach, or in

DAMRON

Okay, that's just the model.
Still, nobady gives you the
4-1-1 on the leshigaytrans
scene like Damron.

Don't believe us?

Check out our online
database = h'.|.!¢|||1(_| with
the latest updates — at
www.damron.com today.

Or call 800-462-6654 for
a free book list of all our
gay-friendly travel quides.
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the clothing-optional solarium. The sun dance
was a noontime tradition each day at the edge
of the pool where men and women joined in to
dance to choreography directed by one of the
enthusiastic elub organizers.

The food at Club Med is excellent and al-
most overabundant. The Club Meds are
French owned and managed, hence food and
wine are important. Good Mexican wines and
beer flow freely at lunch and dinner. Food is
served buffet style, beautifully prepared and
presented. As evidence 1 offer you about 10
pounds of newly acquired body fat. Sure it
was possible to eat light and healthy, but 1
was on vacation, dear. I love fresh bread and
it was there in all shapes and sizes at every
meal. Baguettes came plain or whole wheat,
onion, garlie, or herbed. Mornings featured
fresh eroissants, some with choeolate, and
even chocolate and banana. Lunch and din-
ners there were sauté stations where more
food was being prepared as we wandered in

WWW.Vilven.com

VILVEN
DESIGN
GROUP

gearch of the exotic and delectable. T love
fresh fish and it was a regular feature. There
was salmon, snapper, calamari, and more. |
loved the Mexiean ceviche, raw fish in lime
juice with onion and tomato. Memorable tao
was the Mahi Mahi with mustard sauce.
We'd had some hesitation about joining the
Club RSVP trip prior to signing up. Our fear
was that the group would be madeé up of party
cireuit and gym rat types with attitude. Not
so. Our fellow vacationers came in all ages,
shapes, and sizes. Dining at large tables of-
fered great opportu- .
nities to meet and J
talk with others. As
gay folk, our stories
and our experiences
are often unique to
the rest of the world.
I think there is a
book inside every one
of us and I like hav-
ing those pages
opened for me. We
enjoy talking to
people to hear their
coming-out stories,
about their relationships, and tales of how
they met. I'm always amazed at how many of
us were formerly in heterosexual marriages. It

| Took a Flying Leap...ond found myse.I-F' in
the lap of luxury at the gay Club Med.

fascinates me to meet and talk with gay parents
about their decision to have children, how they
went about it, and how fulfilling it is for them.
Frequently we found our-

selves listening to and shar-
ing those stories over lunch
or dinner.

We also found ourselves
talking to a number of inter-
ested Club Med staff about
what it is to be a gay person
I like those opportunities to

e

inform people who genuinely want to know. I'm

sure they have a better understanding and ac-
ceptanee of all gay people as a result of the RSVP

Find out how people across America
are using the ancient art of Feng
Shui to br'ing success, wealth,
romance, health and harmony

into their homes and businesses.
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f(’i"ﬂ{dr- FETIL 'Ht"ﬁz Jir'fl'.’_!g .i{!”ﬁl
awthorsty, Master Lin Yin.
Sandra 15 the founder of Feng Shui Enterprises and has
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on PBS’ Channel 8 and ABCs Channel 13 News,
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group. Never did we sense anything but accep-
tance in any of them. They were interested in us
and they also laughed with us at the jokes we
make about ourselves. I felt they
enjoyed the group’s enthusiasm

and eager participation in the

club aetivities immensely.

Yes, there were some prob-
lems. We were the first group
to arrive for the new season
and it seems the club had not
ecompleted all of a major room-
renovation project. Our room
was fine, but we heard some
horror stories from others.
Still the RSVP Travel experi-
ence and the time Steve and |
shared with those other gay men and women
was beyond compare. The price that included
airfare, ground transfers, lodging, all meals,
and most recreation facilities was good value.
We'll definitely do another RSVP trip; maybe
Club Med at Cancun next year?

Both RSVFP and Atlantis evenis offer the Cluh
Med style of “all-inclusive” vacation for leshians
and gays. Prices starting as low as $799 per per
son double. Some upcoming events are Club
Atlantis Manzanillo, Mexico, May 6-13, and the
Club RSVP Cancun trip, Nov. 4-11, Their websites

are wwiv.atlantisevents.com and www.rsvp.net,

MOLLY DONOVAN
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* Therapeutic Massage
= Spa Treatments
* Facials
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THE MARCH GOES ON

» .
THE MARCH

Then behind them are legions of people getting more than they expect-
ed. The thing with marches is you give them more than they expect.
I introduced Allen Ginsberg and Peter Orlovsky. It was the first time

I \ . all circled
that bus, and

GO ES 0 N teg e L. | they had appeared as a couple. | was in Texas Ruby drag—Texas Ruby lay hands on it.

he ( nis \ ctober - - ' was a famous female singer, the Selena of cornpone—a Texas hat and , And the bus started.
information 1e5 13, Cal | patent leather boots. (I do have some queer flair.) I take that off and put [Laughs heartily.)
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on trustee drag—I'd got out in 1975—because there were lots of people
who couldn't be there. Allen Ginsberg later wrote a poem called “Those

the scene,

the company of such a
massive gathering of gay
people that guilt is fright-

ened away.

PHYLLIS FRYE

“We all circled that
bus, and lay hands on
it. And the bus started.”

In 1979, we were poor
as church mice. [ wanted
to go to Washington and I
couldn't afford it...s0 |
came up with a bus trip. It
was principally out of the
church [MCC], but anyone
could come,

We left on a Friday
afternoon, drove all night
and the next day. There
was a restaurant outside
D.C. where I'd set up

‘beforehand that we could

stop, get cleaned up, and
have breakfast. Well, when
we came back out of the
restaurant, the bus would-
n't start, I told the deacons,
vou need to lead us...s0 we

allowed us to deal with thie Texas section
AIDS. "33 was a celebra- just exactly as they
tion of how responsible were slepf-ing off
we'd been with AIDS. to march—we didn't

in our self-worth psyches,
but in our collective

psvches. T have no qualms
telling people. 1 don't care
how many marches you've

been to or not been to, go
to the march. I don't care
about the politics behind

What Harvey Milk
convinced me, the march
is about coming out. Self-

actualization happens in

So we were driving
in frantically, getting

Who Couldn't Come,” in at 12:30, and the
march had started

If we had not done | : j
what we did in '79, what | i e Ay i

: | perfectly timed— |
wotuld we have done | )

the Lord answers
: AIDS? '7T9w
bout AIDS? ‘79 was the prayers, she really
building element that ;

does—we got up to

The marches, whether wait more than 10

you want them to or not, seconds. When we were
become creatures of their The march was m I I so rushed getting
individual times. Not just for gay rights. 1 off the bus, half of

tried to make it for

delegation was 12
across and eight
rows deep of Texas
flags, and Iwasin |

flag. I had no idea Bi
they were going o

The Montrose
Marching Band
was first. Clint
Montcrief—cute as |
a buiton and sexy

as hell—was the

drum major. So
there was the band,

then me with the U.S.
flag, then the UH gay

students, then all
the rows of Texas

flags.

HYLLIS
RYE

transgender rights where it was going

and got thoroughly “1 had to pick us up and

trashed. word somehow did
The Texas my U.S. not get passed

| fl H along, It was cold

: ag in :
" one hand then the bus didn't
front with the U.S. and my holed up in this

stick me in front. another.” warmet, about 50

It was
very exciting. |
had my U.S. flag in
one hand and my
Bible in another. Every

time we went by the
religious protesters,

| just glared at
them and waved
my Bible...I was so
sick of the queer-
haters wrapping
themselves up in
the flag—I'm a
veteran—wrapping
themselves up in
the flag and think-
ing God was just
for them.

us did not hear

really cold, and

come. We were

ble in public restroom

where it was

degrees; and had
sentries posted out-
side to look for the
bus. It finally pulled
up about midnight,
and we headed
back to Texas.

I could tell a
change in a lot of people who
had gone who weren't active
before. The marches them-
selves don't accomplish a lot
in terms of changing votes of
U.S. representatives. But it
does change
people and it
emboldens them.
They're all full of
excitement and
energy that they
have to do some-
thing with: start
self-help organiza-
. tions, or political or
- r whatever. We saw a
s huge huge burst. It y

really helps the people 8
who go. But me, [ was )
already extremely
active.
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{executive dir'ector of
the Pride Commirtee,
and executive producer
of Lesbian and Gay
Voices. 18 years
with the Pride
Committee or
Gay Pride Week
in some capacity)

“"Phyllis opened
up the flag, and
people started
screaming.”

I travelled with
Phyllis Frye, and
she took the Texas
flag with her.

of the

“It was Iike us
. 4 3 ]
being who we were.

PHYLLIS
FRYE

JACK
VALINSKI

1987 March on

. Theyd d
S ng.to h the E\'IEIL:EZI;T]\' i “We're
M just for the march. here, we're
and Gays We changed at queer, you
/ Metro Central, all have to deal

“We ve got AIDS and with us.”
wm.’s’fﬁn g must

be m.wf'.-’ bli

those concrete
walls, and the only
people in the sub-
way were for the
march. Phyllis opened
up the flag, and people
started screaming
—you know how
people in Texas just go
wild—and it was echoing
off those walls. It was
wild.
The women
did the majority of
the behind-the-
scenes technical
work because they
had the know-how
from running
women’s festivals.
Just stepping
out is a politcal
act. I tell people,
you know, there’s
somebody around
the corner who
may be looking
out who's not

I||| e or n
2 OutSn"lart
VWhat was seeing
BEFORE | the quilt like?
¥EVER HAD ¥ e alw

aupreme Court on

EBORAH

ELL

their live line, So
they'd bike it by
messenger over to
the NPR [National
Public Radio] uplink
and have a two-
hour delay. 1
helped with
part

g o
OuitSmart
remembers
the past!

staying

brave enough yet “There

tojoin. | was this
...Pacifica .

[radio] covered it gathering

live in 87 and '93. of the

Pacifica screwed tribe.!

up, and didn’t get : |

3 i Yy it
% ’w"’\- .’J" 1;*.' ¥

The march in "87
was “we've got AIDS and
something must be
done.” When you're
under the most
oppression is when
vou're the most free to

be revolutionary,
because what do

P

coverage in
'93. The anchors
were Larry Bentsky
and Kate Clinton—I
was pretty intimidated.

'87 was such an
eyeopener—ihe
fact that we were
able to reach
people from prac-
tically everywhere
in the couniry.

In "93, LA, was
supposed to be the
last to start off—
and they just
decided they didn't
want to wait, and
picked a different
route.

“We've got AIDS
and something
must be done.”

you have to lose?

It is one of the
most incredible
things I ever did,
going to the march.
I had been to
other marches that
NOW had done—
in 1978 for the
extension of the
Equal Rights
Amendment, for
example—and
some pro-choice
marches.... The '87
march was inspi-
rational, it made
me feel it was real
important to be
involved if there
was another
march. (I didn't
even know the
'79 march had

happened because

— I wasn't out yet, and
. because there was so
| little publicity:)
| I marched with

the NOW contin-
gent, nine of us

= |

AN R . AR ! _ '
AN R

| : 2 F 2
| Inone apartment. There were all of these intertwined relationships,

‘ exes of exes.

! There was this gathering of the tribe, of the queer nation, We

| walked from my friend’s apartment. We got on the bus, and there

| were other people going to the march. Then when we got on Metro,

| here was this whole car full of queers. And then when you got off the
train, and it was just, “MY PEOP!E!" ..« 1T here was just
thousands and thousands of queers.

T L

b4

around and said
we need to do
another march.”

87 was the year of all the

| barebreasted women. We

weren't expecting tits, but
we had tits with stickers
on them., Serious tits. [“1
don't like the word ‘tits’
and here I am having to
write it 23 times,” com-
plained Ann, who was
taking the notes of Ray’s
interview.] Breasts [Ray
modified himself].
Breasts with a message.
We were all there doing
mammary checks. In
terms of consciousness-
raising, shock value still
works.

At the Fairy Camp at
the Rainbow Gathering
on July 4, 1985 (at a camp
that was significant for
being the furthest from a

| paved road in the U.S.),

we sat around and said
we need to do another
march. Men and women,
the time is right. Steve
Ault and myself coming
out of the anti-war move-
ment, we had the only
experience in organizing,

A lot of us decided
we should have a march
on Austin after that.

It happened two years

later, in '89, and it was

the biggest of the
marches on Austin.

“We're here, we're queer,
vou have to deal with us,
we're not going away.”
That was the march
where the quilt got
unfolded. It was early
morning where there was
fog, and an unfolding cer-
emony like a dance.
There was total silence,
the names were being
read. And they had to get
a lot of people to read the
names because there

Were so many.
ﬂ

“At the Fairy Camp
at the Rainbow
Gathering, we sat




1993

March on
Woashington for
Lesbian, Gay, and
Bi Equal Rights
and Liberation

Maturing and
Coming of

"Our I OXTL
vwas not vwwon
a century ago, it is
E-:ot womn today, but
some stTmall part of ic
is= i owur hands, and vwe
are marching no longer

by ones and tvwos but in
egions of s, convinoed

& THE MARCH
 GOESON #*” %

(associate pastor at MCCR)
“For me, it was a
deepening of my commitment
to the Metropolitan
Community Church.”

The early "90s was a time

when we were seeing a

lot of AIDS deaths, a lot

of AIDS quilts, losing

friends to AIDS. When I

went to the "93 March,
we took several AIDS

patients, including one
man, Tom Wright, who

had to be taken to the

emergency room; John
Early took him. We were
just getting ready to step

off the curb into the

throng when we saw him
go down, so he didn't get

to march. He passed
away a year after the
march.

We flew—it was the

first time to be on a

plane with so many gay
people. We took over the
plane. If there were any

straight people, well,
they blended into the
crowd.

The quilt was a big,

big part of that march.
[ saw people wheeling
through there in wheel-
chairs. Tom was very
weepy—it was hard for
him to be there. The first
time I saw the quilt was
in 'B7. In '93, it was so
much bigger. Breath-
taking, it was hard to
believe...It really brought
AIDS home to me—io
see the quilt, to see how
pervasive it was. It
wasn't just in the South,
or in the East, or in the
cities. It was everywhere.
The Atlanta Feminist
Women's Chorus
performed, which was
moving for me, because
1 had sung with them
when I lived in Atlanta.
By '93 [ was on staff
at MCC, and [ got to visit
MCC in Washington; it
was a new facility in a
primarily black neigh-
borhood. Worshiping

[led one of the
opening hymms,
[ think maybe
“What a Fellowship,
What a Joy Divine.”
We had communion,
and closed with
“Amazing Grace.”

MCC had one of

the largest contin-
gents in that march.
We were from all
over the country.
For me, it was a
deepening of my
commitment to
the Metropolitan
Community Church.
For a long time after
being forced out of
the Baptists in '81,
| had attended and
worked with MCC,
but had refused to
become involved as
clergy. But in '92,
after 10 years as
an intentional lay
person, I officially
became clergy and
embraced the fellow-
ship...that whatever
contribution [ was
going to make to this

world, I was going to

make it through MCC.
That's what the march
in "93 sealed for me—it
was that service,
and seeing all our
people from
everywhere

there was
really spectacular.
Troy Perry did a
special service in the
morning in front of
the Lincoln Memorial. A
huge crowd attended.

LLEN
EGENERES

all gathered
together. The
whole contingency
must have been, I don't
know 600%, 8007 We had
the UMCC big banner,
and then all the little

banners of MCCs
from all over.

(from an interview
in The Advocate)
“That was a power-
ful thing to watch
the march, and to
not be able to be
there."

[ remember crying,
wishing I could be a
part of the march on

1993, 1t
0 a mil
lion. We virtu
pied the
the mall

PHYLLIS
FRYE

“We should have
lain down in front

of the march....
I'hat was one of the

political
stakes | made in

n and
march.

& m their 1

came he

o Washington in 1993. “We
m I thought, This is.a should
huge group of peaple
“That that I belong 1o. And | have lain
wis a can't do that because down in
I'm not out? That was | | front of the s S
powerful a powerful thing to d 'I iR '_::‘I‘
thlng to watch the march, march... . > _”l””"' y
watch and to not be able to That was " _L'I'I'I"_'I'J‘I ..'."I
the be them.—il impacted one of the i
E me and just tortured bi
march, me more. [ wanted to iggest i 1! o :
and to be able to be out. My ' political |JEE L _ ; stlon anlear
not be friends were out! And ; mistakes | | ] of the | arch)
able to [ kept justifying why | < “Why are
b I couldn't—because , made in dy :
5 music is different We omng
there. from television. If this?

you sell six million i s in the W But the

albums, you're a 1 Y, Si o (oubli . =

huge star. If you have ! s A = |
six million viewers on television,
vou're canceled.

“The march
on Washington gave
Well, 1 tall me the energy to

S refocus my losses into
something positive.”

because this has
happened before
and it could

OutSmart
remembers
the past!

“More queers than
anybody had ever
seen in one

place at one

time.”
In 93, there was A
a a group of men
4 chanting, “What do "'. P

. we want?! Husbands!
When do we want

b them? Now!"
4 x In 1979, I'd
estimate there were
about 70,000 people. J
Certainly more queers ’ ciine
than anybody had ever 4

seen in one place at - :
one time. In "87, it i .|r||1r| ny of our
was about possessions, [

OutSmart APRICEE



I 993 (O NTINWUEDB :

was not themam® [%Ii'i
We discussed it and d : .
Ben-Shaloom said, “Wily don't we just call it
'he March That Dare Not Speaklts Name?"
Another person suggested Dyke Sluts From
Hell and Fags Can Come Too. Bfelt the wo
was notready for the ¥ ansgender” 1o
be included. For thosé@who hatin't had the
privilege of knowing Phyllis Frye, they did
understand, while thaf§notthe same tl'ting'
as sexual orientation, W€y are allied with s,
I'he official name was/the 1993 March on
Washington for Lesbian, Gay and Bi Equal
Rights and Liberation. -

As the national organizer, I'was in [D.CJ
from July of "92 to May of "93. | was the urlr
paid persarn.

[ facilitated the discussion on the
platform. There was a point when the whole
discussion should have ended and I was
exhausted and couldnt facilitate any maore.
T'here were the peaplé who want Faith and
Family, and those who say, We're here and
we're queer, and we're not necessarily faith
and family. The executive
committee and the co-
chairs were from Queer
Nation and ACT-UP with
@ strict activist back
ground. There were other
people who were Log

osl people wanted.
igsed it. Miriam

Cabin types, before
there was a Log
Cabin, saving
What’s pro-
choice gor 1o

do with gay
righis? But all
those issues
touch us. [f

we'te not for
everybody, what
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THE MARCH GOES ON

A -
2] ﬁiﬁllg members of
mity who dtill felt we
ansgender.” There

#n in front of the march.
i@ something and then
cation? Then there can
ince. | had a Sister of
my face on that one.
I'm very proud effic work 1 did on the
rch, because [ gsedia model that’s used in
N [National @rganization for Women| to
structure the executive committee. We worked
very directly with the D.C host committee,
That was thef€ore. They knew Washington,
had the resources;and involved their
organizations in it.

In March | got requests from organizations
that wanted to march. NAMBLA applied. |
wrote them an official letter, saying: Yol can
march on our platform, but not as NAMBLA,
because what that is is contrary to our
platform, because whatwe are about js sex
between consenting adults and what vou do
is child abuse.

I'he Animal Lovers’ League—and we're not
talking about PETA, I'm talking about having
sex with animals. They had a collie on the
letterhead and a little Pan creature. | basically
sent them the same letter, only saying that
weTe about sex between consenting human
adults, and what you do is animal abuse.

I'he Holocaust Museum opened that week
just by coincidence. We worked to make sure
that homosexuals were included. They had a
special ceremony at the Holocaust Museum

opening for gays and lesbians. We were
getting so criticized for everything—the last
three weeks belfare the march was like a
Three Stooges movie and | was all three
Stooges—and you start to wonder, Why are
we doing this? But the Holocaust Museum
was why we're doing this—because this has

tual Indulgence]

happened before and it could happen again il
we don't do this.

There was a dyke march on Saturday
night—a lot of women went topless for that—
but [ didn't get to go. [ couldn’t do everything.
T'here was a black-tie dinner that night 1
attended. I also missed the Texas Two-Step
that I'd helped to organize. There were 180
related events within the week.

[ think '93 paved the way for this year, I'm
a little bit jealous of them. They've got Ellen
DeGeneres. | think a lot of that was possible
because of '93. I'm disappointed about the
process of this march [the Millennium
March|, but I think for some people it'll be a
life-changing experience.

I'he day of the march in some ways was
total hell for me. | had no chair, no walkie
talkie, had to walk all the way to the stage,
and I have a disability.

I was talking to Meg Christian, Holly Near,
Chris Williamson, and Margie Adams—the
goddesses of women's music. 1 do have one of

Holly Near’s hairs. I plucked it from in front of
her shirt

Ru Paul was there. His mother died that
day. He said how meaningful it was to him to
he there, because his mother had always
supported him, and that had enabled him to
be there that day.

I don't know how the lineup happened, it
just happened.... Alot of it happened in spite
of us instead of because of us, But 1 did do the
weather that day: It was the most perfect day
of weather that's ever been.

Having my name announced from the
stage, and looking out and seeing that sea of
people and knowing that | had been integral
to making it happen—that meant a lot to me,
But afterward, we crawled back to our hotels.

RENTERS

Since 1977

Payle
ylnssglation, Inc.

FREE ESTIMATES
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Insulation ¢ Fireproofing * Acoustical

713.868.1021

1616 Cohn Street * Houston, TX 77007

We Warranty
Our Work!

The Best
For Less.
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Each march is both a huge
momentous happening in and of
itself—and one part, one step in .
a larger whole, the march of our W%
community’s movement. As we
remember the marches of 1979,
1987, 1993, and look forward to the
march of 2000, ballelujah, we say:
T'he march goes on!

—Ann Walton Sieber
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SCRIPT
Pharmacy

* One Source for all your medication needs

* HIV certified pharmacists to help manage your therapy
* Private one-on-one consultation with your pharmacist
* Nutritional service and support available

= Confidential home delivery available

» Coordination and filing of insurance benefits

www.statscript.com

Larry Harrison, RPh Monday

4101 Greenbriar, Suite 235 9:00 - 6:30

(713) 521-1700 Tues - Fri
9:00 - 5:30

William Southward, RPh Maon - Fri

Jeffry Feleman, RPh 9:00 - 7:00

3407 Montrose, Suite A5 Saturday
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(713) 522-7373
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FROM GALVESTON!
9 days: March 17-26, 2001

FABULOUS ITINERARY AND GREAT VALUE.
Inside cabins from $1095. Qutside from $1495.
BOOK NOW.. THIS WILL SELL OUT VERY QUICKLY!

RSVP: the BEST vacations for gay men and women!

THE TRAVEL PARTNERSHIP =___RSVP

Sandra Wilkins

713/526-4471 . mail: OutTraw!1 @gol ¢om

56

APRIL 2000

OutSmart

Information for
Spirituality, Holistic
Health, and Wellness

Health&Spirit

April 2000

TwisT This Mess Arouno

From sissified gym class dropout to yoga monster
by Alan Davidson

ownward Faecing Dog,” calls out Kay
Wescott
Like a dog doing its lazy wake-up

Americans do yoga. Forty per cent of health and fitness centers of-
my beloved yoga teacher fer hatha yoga. A recent search on Amazon.com pulls up more
than 1,350 yoga book titles. And now Madonna. America is
streteh, she stands on all fours and abuzz about yoga,
stretches her front out long, her body a sinu- Celebrity interest in yoga has definitely fueled the
ous upside-down V (see below) media hype., During the "70s Jeff Bridges, Ruth
I do my best to follow suit, spreading my Buzzi, and Tom Smothers posed for Bikram
fingers wide and pressing my butt into the Choudhury's yoga text. In the '80s Sting and
air (now you be respectful, thisis an ancient David Duchovny became devotees and Ali
spiritual tradition). My spine is elongated and MacGraw released her own yoga video. Dur-
| press my heels down toward the floor to ing the "30s Julia Roberts said to In Style
I don’t

want it to change my life. Just my butt.”

stretch out my hamstrings. | am breathing magazine about her yoga regime, “
harder now and the sweat begins to drip from
my face and pool between my hands. Breathe, [ And, of course, in the ‘90s the one-time
think. As part of my mind calms with the medita- material girl herself, Madonna, got serious
tive focus on the exertions of my body, another, about her daily yoga practice. Her last re-
not-so-quiet voice at the back of my mind whines cording, Ray of Light, was deeply inspired
“How long ean this go on?”

“Crescent Moon,” calls Kay. My mind is momen-

tarily relieved to let go of that Down Dog pose. |

by yoga teachings. She studied Sanskrit
and chanting for one of the songs. In The
Next Best Thing. co-starring openly gay
bring my right foot between my hands into a “runner’s dreamboat Rupert Everett, Madonna plays
lunge,” relax my left leg to the floor, pressing my an ashtanga yoga teacher (ashtanga is an ad-
hips forward, then calmly bring my hands vanced style of yoga requiring more strength and
endurance than the better known hatha yoga). A

chance to get paired with Rupert

to my heart in prayer position and
breathe. All composed and perfect? As
I'm ready, I clasp my hands together
and reach them toward the ceiling,

lord gracious,
that's more than enough spiritual inspiration to
take up a serious yoga practice,

But azide from the hype and the heavy
breathing, Westerners find voga one of the
most accessible and profound of the Eastern
disciplines. Yoga translated from the Sanskrit

pressing my chest forward to gently
arch my back into the beautiful curve

of a erescent. moon. I notice in the mirror
that my beautiful moon is tilting just a

little. "Okay yoga-monsters, back into means
Down Dog,” cheers Kay. And so it goes
through the hour: stretching, pressing, breath-
ing, thrusting, holding, focusing. Calm mind.
Whining mind. Vain mind. Humble mind.
We've seen yoga. Sun |

union” or to “yoke” together, yoga's
goal being to “yoke” together the body and
the mind; the more spiritual, esoteric, forms of
yvoga emphasize clearing the mind, calming the
spirit, and enhancing the body-mind connec-
tion. In India, there are various limbs of the path
Salutations on Good
Morning America and i
Rosie 0'Donnell. Accord- [

ing to the statistics, as |

that attract different personalities and spiritual
temperaments. These are controlling the intellect
(raja), mastering the body (hatha), spiritual action
(kriva), selfless action (karma), heartfelt devotion

many as 12 million | tbhakti), knowledge or wisdom (jnana), sexual
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A Premicre
Cleaning Service
for 2000

o Family owned and operated
o Move in-out .
Travel in team with supervisor
Weekly-bi-monthly-one-time
Spec ialists in detail cieanming
Organizing closels, drawers, elc
e Packing or unpacking for relocating
» Bonded [or vour protection
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713-895-2766

Debbie’s
Style Shop

B

Men, Women, Children

869-8977

2626 White Oak Dr. in the Heights
10am to 7 pm Tues - Sat

Walk-ins Welcome!
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INN N BROADWAY

« Popular downtown location, 5 blocks from River Walk |
= Luxunous suites and guestrooms with 4-staramenties
» Great for business and leisure travelers
= Rates from 358, w/Continental breakfast
Call for reservations or more information

210-220-1092

ritual (tantra), sacred sounds (mantra), and
subtle energy or chakra (kundalini). Each
limh, or school, has centuries of sacred texts
and teachers to draw from. One's relationship
to one’s mind and one’s body becomes a spiri

tual path

he turning point in my relationship to
my body was 1994. The previous year
had bheen a doozy. 1 watched as my friend
Michael Mosley’s body and life were ravaged
with the last stages of AIDS. The Enchanted

(Garden. a business I co-owned, closed leavi

me substantially in debt and physically and
emotionally exhausted. Being ane of those
sigsified and brainy kids in school, 1 had
hated gym class. In 35 years | had rarely ex

ercised my body, 1993 saw my muscles

weaken, my breath shorten, and my w

mushroom to 316 pounds. I decided that dras

tic measures were needed.
I enrolled at The Lomi
School in northern California.

As a massage therapist, for

vears I had heard of Lomi

Waork, a synthesis of rolfing, ge-

stalt psychotherapy, polarity
energy work, meditation,
aikido, and yoga. Ann Lasater,
one of my massage mentors, is a |
Lomi assoeiate. Her work and
life demonstrated the profound
effects Lomi could have when
._|ppti|;d with constant focus and
attention. When she told me
that Robert Hall, one of the school’s founders,
was an openly gay man, [ knew | wanted this
work. I know of 80 few gay men who have
committed their lives to spiritual transforma-
tion. To attend, 1 traveled to San Francisco
one weekend a month for 11 months, plus
went to a five-day residential retreat over the
SUIMINET,

The first day of ¢lass began what would
be our daily training routine. One hour of sit-
ting meditation followed by an hour of yoga.

As the 24 studenis were led through a series
of yoga postures that first morning, 1 was the

r one in the room who couldn’t do the

only
poses. | knew I wasn't in Kansas anymore, or
in Texas for that matter. Robert Hall, just
turned 60 years old, was radiant and amaz-
ingly flexible. I knew he had something 1 des-
perately needed. That sissy-fied kid from
grade school decided to stick it out. Thus be
gan my fascination with a 5,000-year-old dis-

cipline

lash forward, back to Kay's yoga class.

Kay 1s leading us in The Crow, an ad
vanced pose that challenges even her. Me, |
groan audibly in frustration. T just can't seem
to get it. The idea is to crouch forward, bal-
ancing your knees on your arms, and holding
up your whole body with your hands. Yes, |

sree, it does not sound possible, but I'm try

ing, shifting my weight forward and teetering

oga has become part of my
three-part exercise program:
aerobic, strength, and flex-

ibility. | walk, bike, and climb steps
for aerobics; | weight-train for
strength; and practice yoga for
strength and flexibility.

precariously on my hands and big toes. In the
perfect world I'd lift my feet into the air and
balance gracefully, gazing serenely into the
mirrors ahead. In reality I'm huffing and
puffing and my face is contorted with strug-
gling. Kay encourages me to be patient and to
respect the gifts and limits of my body this
morning. She also reminds me that I'm a big
crow. I relax my frustration and vow that this
Chinese say

year I will master The Crow. The
it's the year of the Dragon. I say it's the year

www.randolfmassage.com

713+446.4280

montrose

randolf

of the Crow!

It's the year 2000. My weight is down 35
pounds. Yoga has become part of my three-
part exercise program: aerobic, strength, and
flexibility. 1 walk, bike, and ¢limb steps for
aerobics; I weight-train for strength: and
practice yoga for strength and flexibility. In
these six years, I have seen how yoga comple-
ments the body work 1 give to clients and that
I receive myself. The effects on the muscles
and connective tissues are dramatic. 1 know
my own posture is improved and I feel more
graceful as I move through space. Thanks to
the yoga asanas, or poses, | know I'm more
flexible

Flexibility sounds relatively superficial—
"Eh, so I can’t touch my toes, what does it
really matter?” But it really reaches much
deeper than that. The recent Yoga Journal
said about flexibility:

“Even if you're active, your body will de-

supple and vital. And since we know the
mind and the body are basically inter-
twined—remember the “voke"?—this vogic
flexibility in our deep-down tissues plays
out in our monkey minds. Robert Hall, my
Lomi hero, teaches that the microscopie
level of connective tissue is where our
thoughts and our physical bodies come to
gether, If thought patterns are fearful and
contracting, the connective tissues will con-
tract, which distorts the carriage of the
skeleton. If the thought patterns are open
and pxpansive, the connective tissue 1s fluid
and flexible. The body remains balanced
and poised. Caroline Myss puts it this way,
“Your biogr

Q re you ready for that Corpse Pose?” Kay
teases. “Lie down on your back and do

some long body stretches.”

aphy becomes vour biology.”

I roll my head

from side to side a few times to allow it to

find its natural resting place. |
let my feet splay out. 1 con-
sciously scan and relax my
body. This is the reward after
an intense hour of breathing
and stretching. As my body
cools I'm aware of the peace 1
feel. My mind is, finally, fo-

| :
My emotions

cused and calm
are crisply on the surface of my
awareness. My spirit is grate-
ful and secaring. Sure, I'm
aware of other tightnesses in

hydrate and stiffen with age. By the time
you become an adult, your tissues have lost
about 15 percent of their moisture content,
becoming less supple and more prone to in-

jury. This normal aging of tissue is distress-

ingly similar to the process that turns
animal hides into leather. Unless we streteh,
we dry up and tan.”

Our bodies are a living matrix of tissue,
which conneet bones, museles, tendons
Yoga helps keep these connective tissues

my body. And yet 1 am pleased
with the progress I've made. Of who | am in
this brief moment of relaxation. Satisfied is
the feeling that floats across the still surface
of my mind. And this is the real reason I con-
tinue to practice yoga.

Alan Davidson is a registered massage thera
pist and director of Essential Touch Thera-
pies in Houston. He teaches classes in
massage, medilation, aromatherapy, and

yoga. He has practiced touch and energy

medicine since 1988,
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Joseph Molina
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a Change for the Better

Find the Solution You're Looking for

- Create Prosperity ® Grow your Business
i Overcome Roadblocks to Success

Meet Your Desfiny

| loyce M. Gavles, Ph.D.
l Clinical Psychologist and Business Coach

Call for o FREE Coaching Assessment
(713) 667-6047

Join us _
for Lasler =%
Semvice

Bible Study 5:30 pm

Fellowship

Metropolitan
Community Church
| “A liberating church serving a liberating God.” |

Worship Service 6:30 pm

I Nursery Arvailable

Join us for worship at our new
location in the home of

Ceniral Congregational Church
1311 Holmamn | across from HOC downtown ear

Rev. Janet L. Parker, Pastor
Phone 713-5

Fax T13-52
maranatha@evl. net

NEW RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUP - 5 PM every Sunday.
Christian Support for every addiction! Everyone is welcome!

Mid-Week “Home Groups® Tuesdays and Wednesdays-

736 for locations.

“When | turned on the light
. they attacked me. | hate roaches. | think there
may still be a couple in my hair.”

You don't have to
live like this...

Got bugs?

Guaranteed Once-A-Year
Pest Confrol
Serving Housion Since 1977
Call Bugs-N-Burglars
713/674-9440

The Heart
of Yoga

Houston’s offerings

to the yogic tradition

place for yoga can be
found in everyone's
heart. The tradition
of yoga, which is over
5,000 years of age, is still evolv-
ing and flourishing in our world
today. Its charm has been ex
tended past the ancient caves of
the Himalavas to take hold in
our Western society and to
settle in our everyday lives.
Yoga is now a gift that is avail-
able to all. To treat yourself to
the gift of yoga is to open your
heart, to bring health and vital-
ity to your entire being, and to
be able to deal with life's com
plications with tranquility of
mind, wholeness of body, and
expansiveness of soul

In Houston we are blessed
with a wide range of yoga possi-
bilities. We have institutions
that offer rich resources for the
serious student of yoga, classes
offering an intense workout for
the fitness enthusiast, and ev
erything in between. Tb find out
where it all started, we must
travel back to 1948 when a
young woman named Billie
Gollnick was given a gifi.

The gift was a book, a book
on yoga, called Forever Young,
Forever Healthy, given to her by
a friend at the Brown Book-
store. The book planted the
seced of yoga into her life. As her
interest in voga philosophy
grew, it eventually brought her
to India. “What kept me with it,
as I am not a very disciplined
person, was the breathing, and
the expansiveness and freedom
of the whole thing,” says Billie.

As she returned to Houston
she began giving talks in
churches and schools around
the ¢ity. Soon more and more

by Maria K. McKeehan

people began urging her to teach
voga. At first she thought it was
“too far out” to be teaching, but
eventually the concept became a
reality. Houston's first yoga class
commenced with Billie and five
others in the dining room of her
Memorial home in 1966. Many
people began to come, as many as
50 per week, so in 1968 she
opened Houston’s first “School of
Yoga" in a house in the Montrose.
The school flourished. Hundreds
of students came to learn yoga,
COUTrsSes were dl.’\r-l:'llllpl:\"l. l{\ttf.'h['l':':
were trained, and voga made its
home in the heart of Houston.
Eventually others came to
plow a path for yoga, such as Lex
Gillan and Robert Boustany, who
both opened yoga studios in the
early 1970s, In the '80s and '90s,
other gifted
studios and

many teachers

founded started
classes for an ever-growing
ecrowd of student yogis.

And Billie Gollnick? She’s
still doing backbends and stand-
ing on her head at 72 years of
age! You can find her at the Jung
Center and Healthspan still
bringing the gift of yoga to other
people’s lives. Houston 1s a place
for voga, with a rich history and
an open-hearted spirit. Give the
gift to yourself, continue the tra-
dition, and find a place for yoga
in your life.

Choosing a class: You may
be seeking a physical workout; or
a method of relieving stress and
tension; a more healthy body and
lifestyle; a remedy for a physical
ailment; a complement to an-
other sport; a means of medita-
tion; or a more spiritual life.
Different yoga classes speak to
this variety of needs, tempera-
ments, and abilities. However,

pick a class that is conveniently
scheduled and easy to get to.
When choosing a yoga elass, re-
member to consider:

* Instructor: Class ambiance
varies significantly by instructor.
Different teachers vary by style,
personality, qualifications, and his
or her relationship and history
with yoga. If one class doesn't
work out for you, try another in-
structor. There are substantial dif-
ferences from teacher to teacher.

* The class gsize: This is im-
portant. You'll want to choose a
class that is small enough for the
teacher to provide individual at-
tention in adjusting postures for
your own body. You don’t want to
get injured, frustrated, or bored.

The following 1s a list of voga
resources available to the aspir-
ing Houstonian yogi. Our listing
here is not intended to be exhaus-
tive, sinee yoga classes are always
starting up or changing. We've
concentrated on classes inside the
Loop; if you are looking for other
area classes, we recommend
calling the Yoga Association of
Houston at 713/668-2292.

The Yoga Institute and Bookshop
Rae Lynn Rath, director

2150 Portsmouth (Shepherd Plaza),
713/526-6674. Four different levels
of instruction. Introductory lectures
are held Thursdays at 6 p.m. Level
1A (heginner's) schedule: Mon., 7-
8:20 p.m.; Wed., 10:30-11:50 a.m.,
5:30-8:50 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.—-12:20
p.m.; $87 for six-week session, un-
limited attendance,

The Yoga Institute and
Bookshop is The Place to discover
yoga in Houston. Houston’s long-
reigning yoga establishment, opened
in 1269 by Lex Gillan, has sponsored
many famous yogic faces such as
Ham Dass and John Friend. Offering
not only instruction in classiecal
hatha yoga, the institute also offers
meditation workshops, a fine selec-
tion of books for the spiritual seeker,
voga videos, music, mats, and other
yoga accessories. Classes vary by
teacher, time, and level. Style is
Anusara Yoga, which is flowing with
grace and following your heart. Very
peaceful, meditative, and loving at-
mosphere. Classes are taught ina
structured grade level format with
new asanas incorporated each week,
&0 learnming 1s progressive. Class size

10 to 30.

Hatha Yoga Studios

Robert Boustany, director

1728 Bolsover (just north of Rice),
T13/523-8932, Classes offered daily,
as many as five per day on week-
days. Check out hitp://www.byoga

Sy _—

.com for complete schedule. $10-
$12 per class.

Offers a wide range of yoga re-
sources for all kinds of students.
Classes vary significantly in size,
level, and atmosphere according to
teacher. Robert Boustany, yoga
practitioner since 1966, and direc-
tor of the studio, has trained with
many yogis and swamis in many
different styles of yoga. He teaches
classes for the beginning as well as
the advanced student, Other yoga
teachers are Erica Schreiber,
Misha Laird, Linda Gilbert, Ann
Hyde, Laura Camp, and Dr. Julie
Byrd, many of whom offer private
mstruction, The studio offers be-
ginner, intermediate, advanced, to
the very advanced, classes for per-
sons with injuries, restorative
yoga, and yoga for expectant moth-

ers. Morning classes are small (3- |

b people), while evening and

afternoon classes can go up to 20.
e —

Houston lyengar Yoga Studio

Constance Braden, director

3701 West Alabama, Suite 245,

713/850-8812. Daily classes, eall

for schedule.

Beginning, intermediate, ad-
vanced levels, plus pranayama
(breath work) and gentle yoga
classes. 12-week session: $132 (1
classiwk); $240 (2wk); $324 (3'wk)

The focus in these classes is
precision and alignment. Iyengar
hatha voga classes strictly adhere
to the style of voga outlined in
B.K.S. lyengar’s Light on Yoga.
Yoga props—bolsters, blankets,
blocks, and straps—are used to al-
low the body to get into a posture
the “correct”™ way. Classes are
rather physically demanding.
Small classroom; elass size 10 to 15.

e
Devanand Yoga Center
3115 W. Loop South, Suite 21 (in

the back, ground floor), 713/965- |

9642,

These classes emphasize the
meditative and traditional aspects
of yoga. The classes are great for
training the mind to be still and
the body to make slow, deliberate
movements, coordinated with deep
breathing. Very relaxing, intimate,
and peaceful atmosphere. The
Devanand Yoga Center is a non-
profit organization offering frec
yoga classes to all, after you pay
the one-time fee of $44.99 for
books and a T-shirt. Schedule;
Mon. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; Sat. 9:30
a.m.; Tue. 6:30 p.m. is strictly
meditation. Classes include chant-
ing, meditation, breathing, and

traditional hatha yoga postures, |

Class size: 15 to 25.
S —

3HO Yoga Foundation

1123 Jackson Blvd., 713/526-2614;
T13/528-7345. Established in 1969,
the 3HO Yoga Foundation offers
Kundalini yoga and meditation.
Also offers specially classes on
healing and vegetarian cooking.
Mon —Thu., 6:30-7:30 p.m.; Sat., 8-

continued on page 64

Laser Dentistry

The latest weapon in the fight against gum disease.
Injections often unnecessry.
Less bleeding, less need for stitches.
Reduced need for postoperative pain medication.
Earlier interceptive treatment.

Experience the difference of
state-of-the-art dental care.
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SPECTACULAR GALVESTON BAY HOME

|

Outstanding two-story waterfront property (over 3,400 sg. ft,) with 4 bedrooms and a
study, 2 fireplaces, 4.5 baths, with spa/sauna and exercise room! Other amenities in-
clude gourmet kitchen, dumb waiter, walk-in closets, 9-ft. cellings, 11-ton zoned AC,
builtin stereo system and vacuum system, ceramic file counters, marbie floors, built-in
water filtering system, lawn sprinkler systam, 4-car covered parking, workshop, fishing
cabinets, and fishing lights. Fabulous outside deck surrounds the property. You can
even fish and crab from the deck! House is built on a canal overlooking Galveston Bay
and has an attached private boatiift. House is located m Tesramar Beach Subdivision
Lot size is 60" x 100".........asking $325,000.

For appuintment, call Eleanor at 409/737-1065.
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Get a head start on your future
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LTH MASTERS
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Six Short Months to Complete
A State Approved Massage
Therapisi Program.
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-
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* Approved for VA benefits
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* One-hour internship massage- $25.

101 Franklin » Houston, TX 77002
713.228.8499 » fax 713.228.3998

Email: healthmt@ phoenix.net
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by John-Aaron

nergy is used to fuel every activity
of your body, whether you're exer-
cising, working, or just simply
maintaining the basic life functions like
breathing and circulating blood. Energy to
power yvour body is derived by Adenosine
Triphosphate, or ATP. Food energy is cap

EASY ENERGY

How to boost your energy levels

The following tips are just a few of the ways
you can keep your energy levels stable
thronghout the day.
Tip #1: Sleep.

Even getting one or two hours less sleep
than you really need can affect your energy
and concentration for the worse.

Tip #3: Eat Appropriately.

Malnutrition is a precursor to disease.
Shortages of appropriate vitamins and
minerals can weaken your energy and im
mune system. Also, diets that are too re-
strictive can leave you fatigued and
depressed, not to mention cranky.

tured in chemical form
in ATP. Through me-
tabolism, you convert
this stored energy to
use as yvour own. How
your body uses energy
is influenced by your
body type and size,
age, health, physical
activity, climate, nutri-
tion, and the activity of your adrenal, thy- Tip #2: Drink More Water.
roid, and pituitary glands.

Energy conversion isn't a simple process,
However, there are some simple steps you

can take to boost your daily energy levels. ery hour you're awake.

Despite what most recent fad diets suggest about

omitting carbohydrates from your diet, you should

remember that carbohydrates are the most power-

ful nutrient for affecting your energy levels.

Being even two cups low on fluids can af-
fect your mental performance. Consider
drinking one-half to one cup of water for ev-

Tip #4: Carb Up.
Despite what most
recent fad diets sug
gest about omitting
carbohydrates from
vour diet, you should
remember that carbo-
hydrates are the most
powerful nutrient for
affecting your energy
levels, Eat fruits, vegetables, whole-
grain breads, rice, cereals, potatoes,

yams, pasta, and beans at a moderate

total daily caloric intake), and you

rate (around 60 to 70 percent of your

The same thing that makes a home

more than just another house...

It's the people inside
'ho make the difference.

At Bank of America, we think finding mortgage resources should be easy.
That's why we've created a remarkable team of friendly, knowledgeable
mortgage experts, all as individual as the community they serve

Winston Hong, Account Executive

Tele (713) 669-4472

Bankof America.

Correct me if I'm wrong,

but couldn't you use a good massage?

0
=
0
=

Bank of America Mortgage //
[ 2-M-0

should have no problem keeping your
energy up and vour weight down.
Tip#5: Eat Some Fad.

Note: The operative word here is
“some.” Although I'm not endorsing a free-
for-all license to stake out the Cheesecake
Factory, a moderate amount of fat (less
than 30 percent of your daily caloric in-
take) is necessary to a high-energy diet.

Nuts, seeds, peanut butter, fish, poultry,

and dairy products can be good sources of

dietary fat.
Tip #6: Get All Your Vitamins and Minerals.

In addition to a good balanced diet,
consider a multivitamin supplement.
In particular, make sure you're getting
enough vitamin C (which helps you ab-
sorb calcium and oxygen-carrying
iron), as well as caleium, magnesium,
and potassium, which all help to boost
energy levels
Tip #7: Watch Your Iron.

Iron deficiency is widespread and
could be the leading cause of fatigue
among women. Lean red meat, tofu, and
kidney beans are several good iron
sources. Consider an iron supplement if
it's not already included in vour diet, and
a multivitamin and mineral supplement.
Tip #8: Eat Your Breakfast.

Breakfast helps vou maintain a steady
bhlood sugar and energy level. Include
some protein and carbohydrates in vour
morning meal (and lunch, too) and try to
ecat small meals and snacks throughout
the day to maintain steady energy. And,
don’t overeat at i]l,-..'hl or snack BXcessivel)
after dinner

Finally, limit your caffeine, simple sugar.
and aleohol intake. Try limiting your sugar
to 10 percent of your daily caloric intake,
your caffeine to three servings per day, and
aleohol to fewer than five drinks a week. Be
sure to add some physical activity to your
daily routine, too.

Exercise has been proven Lo boost en-
ergy and mood levels, and research has
shown that you can exercise before or after
you eat. So, whichever is comfortable and
convenient for vou ig all you have to decide
on. Besides, after practicing these tips,
you'll have all the energy you need to have

a perfect workout!

John-Aaron is a nationally certified per-
sonal trainer, member of the International
Association of Fitness Professionals, and
owner of Houston's Muscle Mechanics, a per-
sonal fitness training and nutritional guid-
ance facility., He can be reached at
Musclemech@aol,com.

Family Owned and Operated

Mon.-Fri. 10-7
Sat. 10-6 = Sun. 1-5

113-993-0550

L34L Westheimer on Midlane
in the Westheimer Oaks Yillage T
(mext door to (afe Perrier Restaurant) Fountains - Windchimes = .
(rystals and Minerals - .

Al Natural Beauty Products - Sensual Oils & Incense

www.powersource.com/bmsbooks
E-mail: bmshooks@neosoft.com

Ernest &

s Aerobics

. Fithness

« Low Impact Non-intimidating

* Knockout! -Kickboxing
* Latino Groove Motivating
* Show Biz! -Very Broadway
* BodvPUMP
+ Cycling Crealive
* Trekking
= Pilates

* Yoga

Energetic
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FITNESS
* Conditioning
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3 Free Visits

Three Free
Visits with this Ad
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From the Heart

by Alan Cohen
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THE MIRACLE OF
THE FLOATING FIG

arrived at Harbin Hot Springs at two

o'clock in the morning, tired and hun-

gry. Quickly I found my way to the
locker room, peeled off my clothes, and im-
mersed myself in the soothing body-tem-
perature mineral waters. Ahhhhhhhhh. . .
Instantly I could feel my tired muscles, stiff
and aching afier a long day’s travel, un-
winding and absorbing the warmth of the
healing waters. | found a seat on the under-
water ledge, leaned my head back against
the rim of the pool, and naked before God,
gazed into the endless starry night. Silently
I uttered a prayer of thanks for finding my
way to this healing sanctuary.

But there was still a problem: I was
famished. 1 had not eaten for many hours
and, unable to find a store or restaurant
during my late-night drive through the
rural mountain region, I arrived without
any provisions. The
onsite  restaurant
would not be open un-
til the morning, and |
began to feel anxious
about not being able to
get anything to eat
until the next day.

Then 1 looked around me and realized I
was in a place of great beauty and well-be-
ing. An all-night candle issued its mellow
glow just above my head, while a mountain
stream chanted a playful lullaby just a few
yards from the pool. Surely God was in this
place. Though I was alone, I was not alone
spiritually. Somehow, I reasoned, I would
be taken care of: even if I had to go without
food for a while, my heart was full.

Just then my reveries were interrupted
by something touching my lip—an object
had floated toward me and bumped into
my mouth. I reached to remove it and dis-
covered it was a fresh fig! Can you imagine
my surprise and delight to find a sweet
delicacy finding me in the middle of a hun-
gry night? In thythm with the grace of the
moment | opened my mouth and recerved
communion from providence—the tastiest
fig I have ever enjoyed.

Then I looked up to find that I was sit-
ting beneath a huge fig tree that spread its

leafy limbs out over my entire section of

the pool! Below the tree were many figs,
freshly fallen, floating on the surtace of the
pool. I made a short round and collected a
handful. Then I went on to enjoy a most
treasured midnight snack.

This experience has become a key

OutSmart
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Can you imagine my surprise
and delight to find a sweet

delicacy finding me in the
middle of a hungry night?

metaphor for my life. It reminded me that
wherever I am, God is. | am always taken
care of, often in ways 1 could not control or
plan on. The miracle fig arrived at the very
moment [ surrendered my sense of
struggle and remembered that all was
well. What better formula for abundant
living?

Now I am recognizing that there are
always figs (metaphorically speaking)
wherever 1 go. A Course in Miracles asks
us to remember, “I am content to be wher-
ever He wishes, knowing He goes there
with me.” Perhaps Albert Einstein said it
best: “There are only two ways to live your
life: As if nothing is a miracle, or as if ev-
erything is a miracle.”

My sense of awe is expanding daily; |
am recapturing the wonder of childhood,
which faded from my life when 1 was told
that if | wanted some-
thing good to happen,
[ had to manipulate to
get it. Now I know
that something good
is always happening,
and all | have to do is
discover it.

Recently | was waiting in the checkout
line at the local health food store. In front
of me was a little boy, perhaps a year old,
sitting in the seat of his mother’s shopping
basket. | caught the child’s eyes, and he
burst into a huge smile. Then he began to
giggle and wave his hands in ecstacy. This
child was living in pure bliss. At that mo-
ment it occurred to me that his joy was not
dependent on anything that was happen-
ing around him. Waves of delighi were just
rolling up from inside of him. He was
thrilled to just be alive and feel the pres-
ence of life in him, through him, as him.

Jewish theologian Abraham Heschel
wrote a wonderful book called God in
Search of Man. We do not have to search
for God; we just need to show up right
where we are, and God will find us. My fig

miracle was not an exception to the laws of

life: it was the fulfillment of them. There
are an infinite number of figs to be en-
joyed, and an infinite number of ways they
can reach us. “Wherever I am, God is, and
all is well.”

Alan Cohen lives in Maui, Hawaii, and is
the author of 14 popular inspirational books
including the award-winning A Deep
Breath of Life. Visit Alan's websiie at
wrow.alancohen.com, or call 800/5658-30789.
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9 a.m.; Sun., 8:30-9:30 a.m. First class free, $10/
class; $32/4 classes:; $75 monthly unlimited.

Kundalini yoga varies from hatha yoga quite
a bit, but it is still yoga. Classes concentrate on
the subtle energy centers in the body, or chakras,
and aim to activate these centers using mantras (a
gaying that is repeated in a chant), mudras
(“loekz" of the hands and body), physical postures,
and breathing and meditation technigues. Em-
phasis is on spiritual development, coupled with
stability and vitality, Intimate atmosphere. Class
gize: 5 to 15.

One of the teachers here also teaches
Kundalini yoga in the Heights at 731 E. 27th &
713/861-4810. Mon. & Thu., 10-11, 11:30-12:
34, 4:15-5:30. 810/class

| ——
Bikram's Yoga College of India
Mike Winter, director
2438-A South Blvd., 713/664-5333, Mon.—Fri., 7:50
& 9:30 a.m.; Mon.-Thu., 6:30 p.m.; Sat, & Sun.,
9:30 a.m, $15/class, package deals available,
monthly unlimited $180.

Scientifically designed to address all body sys
tems using a set sequence of 26 yoga postures and
breathing in a 90-minute class. Developed by
Bikram Choudhury, “vogi to the stars.” Thermo-
stat is set high, to encourage you to work up a pu
rifying sweat; classes are rather physically
demanding. Class size: 10 to 25.

e
Yoga Center of Houston
John Coon, director
3701 W. Alabama, Suite 230 @ Byran J. Peters &
Associates, 7T13/524-4572, http//www.yoga
center.com. Multilevel instruction, plus also offers

classes on yoga therapeutics and ayurveda
Classes are conducted at Bryan J. Peter’s &
Asgociates, under the direction of John Coon, who
has trained extensively throughout the United
States and India. Style of a is called
Vinyvasakrama, which is a step-by-step method of
teaching asana, incorporating the postures in a
flow series called vinyasa, while coordinating
breath and movement. Classes are physically de-
manding: Schedule; Mon.~Thu., 6-7:30 p.m.; Sat.,
#:45-10:15 a.m. $85 monthly anlimited; drop in
$15; other packages available, Class size: 30.

B ey
Kay Westeott

Multiple locations, 713/729-8285. Prices vary, but
are in the low range of voga classes.

One of the few yoga teachers in town teaching
fulltime, Kay offers classes at a variety of loca-
tions around town. Kay's yoga classes are for the
fitness buff, if there is such a thing, A more ath-
letic, challenging yoga, with emphasis on stretch-
ing the physical body, although Kay always gives
options for a variety of abilities. Relaxed atmo
aphere with requests taken from the students for
poses, but at relatively fast pace and physically
demanding.

* YWCA (Waugh @ Memorial) Mon. & Wed., 5 & 6
p.m.; Sat., 10 am
» YMCA Downtown, 1600 Louisiana, Tue. & Thu.,
5:30 p.m.
* Bryan Peters & Associates, Tue. & Thu., 8:
e Fitness Exchange, 4040 Milam, Mon.,
* Downtown Fitness Center, 806 Main, Tue. &Fri.,
12:45 p.m.
s Bally Total Fitness (West U), 2500 Dunston,
Wed., 7:30 p.m.; Sal., 11:45 am.
o Jewish Community Center, 5601 5. Braeswood,
Thu., 7:30 p.m.; Sat., 2 p.m.
i

Billie Gollnick and Dolores Clark
Jung Center, 5200 Montrose Blvd., 713/5624-8253,

12-week session $150 members/$180 non-

members; $215/8260 for Billie's intermediate
class, Register through the Jung Center; next 12-
week session beging April 10.

Billie Gollnick

She now holds her hatha yvoga classes in the
peaceful ambiance of the Jung Center. Emphasis
is on breathing and freedom in a playful, intimate,
vet meditative atmosphere. Students are encour
J_L';C'L{ to move at their own pace Lo increase
strength, flexibility, balance, and energy. Register
early; the classes fill up quickly. Beginner: Wed.,
5:45-7:15 p.m.; Intermediate: Mon &Thu., 5:45
7:15 p.m. Class size: 25,

Dolores Clark

'E"imhnl,: Peace in C,}lnM Mn\.'l,dl:aun'l"
Incorporating breath and movement in traditional
hatha yoga postures. Visualization, symboliam

and “active imagination” encouraged. Emphasis is
m grounding and inner and outer awareness
Dolores has & calming teaching style and a gentle
routine that is excellent for seniors or those who
want a mild and welcoming introduction to yoga
Man., noon-1:30 p.m. Class size 8-18.

T
Billie Gollnick & Erik Hardenbol
1, 1111 West Loop 8., 713/961-T774 or

713/622-6135. Sat.. 9:30 a.m ; Tue., T:15 pm.sa
Wed., 7 p.m. (taught by Erik Hardenbo
Ist class free), 365 monthly unlimited
Billie also teaches at Healthspan, a small ex
ercize center in a Tarzan-like jungle setting
Loop and Post Oak Blvd. Similar to Billie's elas
it the Jung Center but in a larger, fitness-oriented
setting

Maria Theresia and Roberto Mazzarella
Yoga for Everv Body
Classes are made up of a set 37-posture sequence
Emphasis 1s on “hsteming to vour body,” while de-
veloping strength, flexibility, and balance. If you
are just looking to relax and stretch at an afford-
able priee, this 15 for you. $6/class
* Metropolitan Raeguet Club, 7T13/652-0700, Allen
Center Parking Garage, 6th Floor; Tue.&Thu.
6:30-7:30 p.m
* Bavor Medical College-Raisor Hall, Wed., 6:15
7:15 pm.
» St. Luke’s Methodist Chureh, Room 263, Thu., 6-
T p.m

Other classes available outside the loop, call
T13/781-4621 for complete schedule. Class size: 15
to 40

Preferred J
raphics

GRAFPHICS
ADVERTISING
WEB DESIGN

PRINTING FOR THE FUTLIRE

5225 Katy Freeway, Suite 310
Houston, Texas 77007-2252
dan@PreferredGraphics.com

713-862-3312

Juanita Howard
Eureka Heights Wellne Jenter, 826 W. 32nd St.,
T13/869-1540, Mon. &Wed., 3:30-10:30 a.m. $40/
month

Stretching, strengthening, and breathing in
the classical hatha YOoga -L}h:

e 4 ——
Alefandro Chaouwl offers ¢lasses in Tibetan yoga
and meditation. Call 713/621-7430 for more infor-
mation

R
Jane Wiley Keep

1110 Winburn in midtown Houston, across the
street from HCC, 713/528-6971.

“The Yoga Bar” is Jane's vision for a new-age
lounge. She holds her voga classes here Mon.,
Wed., Fri., at noon, as well as at Planned Parent
hood on Mon. - Fri,, 7T a.m.; Tue., noon. Traditional
hatha voga with emphasis on relaxation, medita-
[on, and tuning in to your body in a noncompeti
tive atmosphere. Classes at her studio are

ses catered to older
people or those new to yoga. At Planned Parent
hood, they are more challenging. $5/class

slow-paced, beginner's cl

— ————

thodist Chureh (Westheimer @

Edloe), 345-1650. Tue., 6-7 p.m.; Sat
10:3( a.m Jelass
Nancy offers a good workout for all of the body

systems in each class. Emphasis is on breathing,

flexibility, relaxation, and health in a set sequence

of yoga postures, at an affordable price. Class size

1526

Mercedes Moore
Clubhouse of Allen House Apartments (off of W
Dallas and Dunlavy)
T13/200-1199. Tue. & Thu., 7 p.m. §
Beginning Bikram-stvle voga classes, Well
rounded, with emphasis on breath, strength, and
flexiblity. Class size: 4

Velass

e —
Dolly Harvey
Heights Blvd. (call for exact location)
T13/861-2204. Tue &Thu., T:15-8:30 p.m. $10
class,

Beginning Iyengar classes held in a small
beautiful setting in the Heights. Emphasis on
alignment, extension, and precision. Class size

UBBARD

Financial

Services, Inc.

r — —
QQQ * Income Tax Service
QQ_ * Past Due Returns

u * Qut-of-State Returns
@ Q@ * Estate & Trust Returns

* Business Bookkeeping
* Business Tax Returns
* Notary Public

(713) 522-9000

Fax: (713) 5266588
2615 Montrose Bivd. » Houston, TX 77006

Susan Govedare
Montrose area (call for location and schedule),
713/524-9012

A student of John Coeon's, Susan uses a tradi-
tional approach, synchronizing breath and move-
ment, While classic postures and sequences build
strength and flexibility, a meditative focus 1s
maintained

Fitness Clubs
Many health clubs include voga at no charge, or a
minimal charge to their members

YMCA Downtown, 1600 Louisiana 713/659-
8501. Mon., 6:40 p.m. (Naney); Tue. &Thu., 11
a.m. (Gudrun); Tue. & Thu., 5:30 p.m. {Kay}); Sat.,
H:30 a.m. (Andrew)

Ernest & Co, 4006 Bellaire Blvd., 713/661-
4020. Annette Raj, Sav., 11:30 a.m.

Fitness Exchange, 4040 Milam, 713/524-
9932 Mon., 7:30 p.m. (Kay Westcott), Tue.&Thu
8-9:30 a.m. (Liz Belile).

- ———

If you don't think you are ready just vet
to jump into a yoga class, 1 encourage you to
!]IL‘|‘£ up a few books or yoga videos to practice
with in your own home. Here are some sug

Festions:
= The
* Yoga Journal’s Yoga
Begi

and Fi

vananda Compao

by Liucy Lidell
The Esser

1 Lifetime of Health

ner'’s Guide t

ess by Mi

» Living Yoga: A Compreh: steicte to Daily

Life. Edited by Georg Feuerstein and Stephen
Bodian

* Yoga: The Spirit and Practice of Moving into Still
ness by Erich Schiffma:

* Living Yopa-A M. |PM. Yoga for Beginners with
Rodney Yee and Patricia Walden [vhs

= Yoea for Meditators with John Friend [vhs]

* Ali MacGraw: Yoga Mind & Body [vhs

Maria K. McKeehan holds her own begtnning voga
class on Thursday mornings in the Montrose area.
Emphasis is on freedom, expansiveness, and artis-
ston infegrated with body and breath

22.0056 for more informaiion

peing.
Free Consultation
Craig Ellis
Certified Eoiter

712.220.7481
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ACCOMMODATIONS

THE LOVETT INN. Affardable luxury in the hean of Monirose.
Beautifully appointed rooms for both business and leisu
ms have direct dial phones, pr
or TVs. Also available VCR, FA |
iubs, restaura shopping, and
: transportation, nt to Downtown, Galleria, Medical
and Convention Centers. Call today 713/522-5224

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Who Says We Don't Recruit?
OutSmart Magazine, Houston's nationally award-
winning monthly magazine is expanding and is now
taking applications for: Experienced Advertising
Sales Reps, and Feature Writers.

Fax resume to: Greg Jeu, Publisher 713/522-3273.

or your QutSmart Pride Card good for
discounts and free admissions at Houston area merchanis
www.outsmartmagazine.com.

BARTER

ADVERTISING SPACE FOR BARTER
Let's Swap Services. Plumbing company and pool company who
would like to trade servi or advertising n OutSmard. Not
interested in joining a barter club, Call 7 A520-7237 et 11

DATING SERVICES

Conscious Connections
The Network for Professional Singles
Meet Professional Singles of all saxual orientations
who value personal growth, recovery, spirituality,
natural health, soclal and environmental concerns.

EMPLOYMENT

Join the QutSmart team! QuiSmart magazine now hiring
expenenced adverising sales reps for lour adventising markating
department, Base plus commission and benefits. Fax resume 1o
Greg Jeu, Publisher T13/522-3275

Energetic motivated individuals to work in Houston's mosl
popular gym. Base plus commission! Houston Gym 233 Birdsall
713/BB0-9191

Basic Brothers
We are now accepling applications for FulllPart-time retail sales
Prior experience and computer knowledge a plus, but not
necessary. Join our team and receive one of the best benslit
packages around (health, life and dental). Apply in person
Men-Fri, 10 am to 4 pm al 1232 Westheimer, No phone calls
pleasa

IS YOUR BUSINESS GROWING?
NEED QUALITY HELP?
OUTSMART ADVERTISING WORKS!
FOR INFORMATION CALL T13/520-7237

FOR RENT/LEASE

Pool-House for Rent
West of the Galleria in a quiet resiential neighbarhoad, 5500, al
bills paid including cable. Mew carpet, refrigerator, peol—pertact
for single person. Call 713/266-3944 for additional information

APARTMENT HUNTING?
Let me help, Free computerized fist by phone, fax or mail, One
bedmoms $450 and up. Two bedrooms $600 and up. Call MIKE
COPENHAVER, HRe/Max Metro. 713/528-1800,
BEB-G20-MIKE
It Pays To Advertise!

We'd love fo help you sell your product or service. Call OutSmart
magazing al 713/520-7237

SSIEEDS

FOR SALE

KEEP IN TOUCH!
Premier Paging and Wireless. Pagers and affordable celular
phones! Guaranteed lnwest advertised price in town! Member of
the Greater Houslon Gay and Lesbian iber of Commerce
Premier Paging & Wireless, 281/575-85

HAIR SALONS

Studio 911 Hair ... Il your hair isn't becor
should be coming to me. By appoimtmant
T13/521-0811, 77006

HEALTH/BEAUTY

ng fo you, then you

iy, Don Gill

Nutritional Counseling
can improve your:
Ouality of sleep = Energy Level » Sex life
My 'h'rJIJ‘l.f.'.l_\'.-.'.l' \:'.'r:.',rl.'.a NTLY ® Skin = e W
Heavrtn PATHWAYS
Jenny Currie, RN, Ph.D., CNC
9894 Bissonnet, #100
713.270.8100

www. healthy-pathways.com

Lose
15
Pounds

FAST

Call 713.866.4027

www. healthsecretsdu.com

e nm  Young and Vital Again!
Breakthrough
Anti-aging Product

* Lose far. wrinkles & Celluite

VitaGH
Growth

Hormone » Increase energy & sex drive
Plus proven * Increase bone density
pituitary GH activator JEEeETRERITETLE- R UT T
"ALL NOW! * Enhance immune system
CA = Sate, affordable oral spray

888-696-2882 RNz =ot kel

The Houston Buyer's Club is a nonprofit program affering
nutritional supplements al reduced prces lor people with Ife
threatening linesses. Specializing in nutritional supplements for
peopie with HIV. No membership ks required and our slore is open
1o the general public, Most prices below retall eosts! Weight Gain
Produst, Anfioxidant Vitamins and Herbs. Call 713/520-5288
for mére information

INTERNET SITES

www.eroticattire.com
www.basicbrothers.com

OutSmari Magazine is avallable at 322 |ocations around
Houston, OutSmart Online is available at 360,000,000
computers worldwide.

www.outsmartmagazine.com

Thanks for supporting
OutSmart advertisers!

MASSAGE THERAPY

Classic Massage
“In The Heights™
Maturity and experience. Relaxing, therapeutic
mussage in private studio in the Heights
Evenings and weekends. Call for appointment,
Byron7 13/202-9786

www, classiomassage.comn

. Are you siressed?
| Experience the best in therapeutic full body
massage. Call now for appointment.
Randal

RMT#MT005930  713.861.5458 |

20* off 1** 2 massages

(within 2 months)
Caroline Cole, R.M.T. a6
(713) 522-5133

i E.ast West Massage
Royal Indian Full Body Sensual therapeutic touch
by Male Therapist. Incudes: Facial & Scalpmas-
sage, Aroma & Music Therapy, Swedish & Reflex-
ology. Shower available. $50 for 1 hour $70for 1-

[ 12 hour. Ten minutes from Downtown. Mazer
281.513.7867 http:/fwww. massage-houston.com

WHOLENESS AND HEALTH. Healing and caring hands with
Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Balancing your [ife by restoring
flow and energy. Peaceful. Relaxiul, Be goed to yourself!
RAMT#2233. Howard Kanelakos 713/528-6174

MORTGAGE

Devine Mortgage Capital—Residential /
Commerci nstruction / Lot Loans, Statewide | Good-Weak
Credit / Self-Emp / intem-Mew Ph anram { Cash Out
Refinance / 713-529-9642 | 1-8 13-7747 ext, 6092 / em
dandevine Sonebox.com { www. Discountlending net

PEST CONTROL

GOT BUGS?

TRY OUR GUARANTEED ONCE-A-YEAR
PEST CONTROL SERVICE!
Serving Houston Since 1977

Call Bugs-N-Burglars = 713/674-9440

REAL ESTATE

ROLFING—A whelistic process of body education and manual
manipulation foeusing on the bo connective tissue. Create
maore efficien @, comfort and responsivenass in your body
improve posture and appearance. Develops a grealer awareness
of body, mind and hearl, Free consulaten, Graig Ellis, Certified
Rolfer. Call T13/320-7481.

YOU NEED THERAPY!
Massage therapy now available at Muscle Mechanics persanal
training and wellness studic—spors massage, Iherapeutic
massage, relaxation therapy, Call now for your appaintment!
Muscle Mechanies 7103/523-5330.

REACH OUT AND TOUCH
OUTSMART READERS!
OUTSMART CLASSIFIEDS WORK!
FOR ADVERTISING
INFO CALL 713/520-T237

£

Relaxation, Sports, or Light/Deep massage. Cail Joe. call
40-7544 or pager 281/885-1236. Mon-Sal,
idnight. (MT#014557)

ART OF MASSAGE: restoring comfort and balance to your mind
and body by the caring hands of a skilled therapist. Resulls can
be relaxing, invigorating—even insgiring! AMT47796. Michael
713/961-4843.

*ESCAPE" the stress of averyday life with massage...soothing,
relaxing, rejuvenating. Infout calls 7 days & week. GIFT
CERTIFICATES. Deep tissue massage also available. Paul
Autledge AMTEMTO12781. Paul Rutledge 713/592-0444,

masesage’- THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Nice locking
bedy builder, incredible 1 hour full body massage, private studio
designed for massage. Montrose. §70. Available noon fo
"nud[-:lgh:, Eight yrs experience, AMT#1418. Mitchell
713/521-3359.

PLACE YOURAD HERE. CALL T713/520-7237.

Gay Real Estate Site

www.RainbowReferrals.com
Online Directory of Realtors,
Rentals, Roommate Services,
Gay Home Exchange,
FREE
Photo Real Estate Classifieds,
Agents Keep
100% Commissions!!!

San Miguel de Allende, Mexico
REDUCED!I! Twa contry side villas, built 1987, in protected
stockade compound, an high hill, pverooking lake. Can be sold
separately. Cluarters, garages, 2 lavels; chaose indoor exemcise
paol or outdoor swimming pool, $115,000; both $220,000
www texasintirealestate.com 713/863-9951

REAL ESTATE WEBSITES

wiaw RainbowRafarmals com
your own Heal Estate Agent. Fr =archable database.
me! Classified Ads— Roomates, Pentals,
Accommedations, and more. Agents— Keep 100%
Commissions! -

ROOMMATE WANTED

Houston GWM, 37,

GWM-GHM 25-40 to share 3

Ultra Deck, Inc.
Ultra Deck 2000 & 300 Patios
Nataral Stong Patio Decks
Wood Decks & Arbors

Affordable Elegs

281-992-0500
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Buying or Selling Real Estate?
Let a professional represent you. Manfrose, Heights, Ballaire
West University, Oak Fores!, Garden Qaks, Timbergrove,
Lazybrook and other neighborhoods, Mike Copenhaver, RefMax
Metro. 713/528-1800 or BB&/920-MIKE

MONTROSEMIUSEUM. Sty Mortose 371 home wilh fomals
and @ siudy. Wiought iron fence with aufomanic gale opener. Bustl
out garoge opt. for income... ., 5283,000
MONTROSEMUSEUM. 1 3205 Croftsman bungalow. Lots of win
dows, onginal cak floors, delightil mosher bedroom. Goumnel
katchen.....5298,000

UPPER KIRBY. Redo in \Weshiown Ter-
roce, Lots of space;, hardwoods. Call

for appt... 5198950 V A an
OAK FOREST. Wonderful clase i brik 0[ an
home. Hordwoods undes carpel, Nice

i i ey Fnewlrdae From gbe fovoaud |
size lol. Canirals.. . 582 500 ik tivoacnd Lip

Alan Morlan, Realtor » Coldwell Banker Swilley
Hudson
(713) 520-8888 « (713) 459-1705

mordanwhitile@sprynet com

AFFORDABLE, CLOSE-IN, FRIENDLY
Westbury = Willowbend = Willow Meadows
Priced from the S90s and up.
' CALL JEFF JAMES

COLDWELL BANKER UNITED, REALTQRS
713/349-9700 exl 3005 |

LOVE = SUCCESS = HEALTH

CALL RITTA PSYCHIC = TARODT READER + ADVISOR
BT7-H9-6813, ALL CALLS RETURNED
OO SHY TO PHONE:
WRITE FOR DETAILS
RITTA = PO BOX 4186, PALESTINE, TX 75801

AD RATES

Basic Classifieds are 520 for 30 words
or less & 25¢C per each word thereafier,
Add additional 25¢ per each bold word.
Discounts available for 3 or 6 months if
ads are prepaid. Three inserfions, base
rate of 515 per month. Boxed ads with
text only are 327 per verfical column inch
(23/8"x17)

Boxed ads wirth graphics/logo are 46
per vertical column inch. 10% discaunt
granted to advertisers who prepay for 3
or more consecutive months. Deadline:
April 20 for the May 2000 issue. Order
by phone & pay by VISA, MasterCard
AMEX, or Discover. Or FAX ittousat 713/
522-3275. Sarry, we do not bill. Mail
your ad and payment fo: OQuiSmari
Classifieds 3406 Audubon, Houston, TX
77006-4412.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL 713/520-7237.

Stephania Scott, Certified Public Accountant. Providing
accounting and tax services to individuals and businesses
Located in the Museum District at | Pinedale at Travis
/320-9502

So you've met someons! NOW WHAT? Don't waste time and
gy. Have your astrological charts compared for
compatibility. Call Madilyn Stein &l 713/ 622-T232 lo set your
appointmant. 36 years expenence.

TRAVEL

I'd 5 4
Don’t miss OutSmart’s

TRAVEL! OUTSMART!
The Travel Partnership, Inc.
SANDRA WILKINS

713/526-4471
E-MAIL: OUTTRAVL1@AOL.COM

FAST CASH!

$% Highest Prices Paid $$
“Anything of Value”
HOUSTON’S LARGEST CASH BUYER”

of Antiques, Estales, Fumniture,
Collectibles, Jewelry,
Automobiles, and Glassware, etc

713/994-5986
281/391-7515

Special Gay Pride Issue
in June 2000.

To reserve your
advertising space

! call 713/520-7237. o
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OutSmart Advertisers il  Xooue ™"

APRIL 2000 They Support You.

ADVERTISING/MARKETING FRAMING/MOVIE COLLECTIBLES PRINTING/COPY CENTERS o b bl o
QutSmart Magazine = 3408 Audubon Place 713/520-7237  Hollywood Frame Gallery » 2431 Bissonnet 713/942-8885 Copy.Com » 1201 Westheimer .... 713/5¢2
House of Coleman « 901'W, Alabama ... 1

ASTROLOGERS EHﬂPch DESIGNERS Prefermed Graphics » 5225 Katy Freeway 31 tf
" . 0285 House of Co 01 W, Alabama sy PSYBHwﬂHTmTl'UE HE“DEHS “TﬂMINS){HEHBSa’MINER“LS

) PET PRODUCTS
312 I's A Dog's World K-3 Bakery

ph Molina .........

L |‘, Phil Roddy T Preferred Gr Katy Freeway £310 ... b Soerebs » Houston Ang
Madilvn Ste 71 Vilven Design Group * Bu. Hawthorne 713/526-3212 Sharron Mattison .. :1-.L|4::||frq I'.—.k;':vltr i
Joseph Molina RS s
ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SER\HBES HAIH,!SI(IH EAREISMLOHS Sandra Nicholas TRAVEL
n & Associates » 2402 Commonwealth 1211 Beleza Salon « 2702 Crocker St e 113024-4007  Lilly/Phil Roddy
s Debty ) 3r|u|_ « 2726 White Oak Drive ......... 713/869-8977 Madilyn Ste SR - HOTELS/RESORTS/B&B'S
I N, L he Lovett Inn = 501 Lovett, Houston 713/522-5224
e HEALTH CARE/MENTAL HEALTH REAL ESTATE SERVICES o Paioed Lady lan on Broachay o
s nUTP.M9TIvE s tasoaz0pe  CLINICS REALTORS/AGENTS HIEb prtadu, an vk b i o
Montrose Autc Repair ¢ 11 LU HILEIUDY Kinetic Sports Clinic » 82008 1 Link T13/345-0750 f. ke CopenhaverHeMax Metra » 3730 Kirby #300 aradise » 2317 Avenue P, ( 409/Te2-6677
r Realtors ha Victarian Condo (Hofel) ! .
L, Kol BATEEIHE | WU"SEL"“'E ffﬁ“c”m”“”" sl bl 6300 Seawall Bvd., GAVESION .................... B00231-¢
Llayton La tramia . f Laracb- 10U 8 ¥ 1 e, : ill, s it 2
MSW-AC Ron Dusier/ReMax » 3730 Kirtly D “_JE_"-' RAVEL AGENCIES/SUPPLIERS
BHI_IH[:HES nson LMSW-AGP + 310 iilCoidwell Banker Swilley-Hudson "ravel Partnership/Sandra Wilkins. .................... 713/526-4471
ip MCC = 1311 Holman : . Wiy Jamron Guide Books : BO0/462-6654
4, LPC, CHt » 1712 Fainvien _
3 IvBroz/Gary T
or Healthy Sexuali Ann Lusk LehrmanTexas Intemational Real EL ate
y, LPC, MSN, LMFT & 1
Manirose, b4
irviaw n Moore/Henry &. Tt
ViEw ! ‘ Z;
okdwell Banker Swil
Perfection Pius Services 713 0
DENTISTS “T B s DOWN
cummunnwnn!wﬂuﬂrs et HE Boys IN THE BAND” i
Foust vRan K Gay Community Lenter 2 Puts the tongue between the cheeks
I i = Bruce W, Smith, DDS ACROSS 3 Keep (persist)
Lng Ly 3y QuUC - 3 i
| 1 Cross-dressing 4 Scandal suffix
HEALTH §NH#NCEMENT ! f 4 Scanda
COMPUTERS Care Clnic » 6410 Fannin, Ste. 927 Over 79% of gays and i SHokie g e
Lenet brographer Edmumnd » White as a sheet
IRLENEY Wi DES!GN +137353:411 HUMFD,.P’"H.Y s l b- k 14 Mae of Rubyfruit Jungle 7 Light gas
e 12 Afm Cindy 1 Griffin l"'?'"' FBIH, BME sl e ; B-787¢ esbians make 15 Exploner 8 Olympic medalist Louganis
4543 Posl Oak Place JELT TITLE EUMPHNIES 16 Subject of a house inspection test 9 Winterson's an the Body
I”J”EHTET.B[“IR e ettt MﬁSSAEE THEHRHSTS Texas American Tile Co. » 3633 Allen Parkway ... 71:3/807-1181 Purchuses bused on 17 l.ir.u'ul;m' . 10 Long-cared leapers
opy.Cam Westheim . 3/528-12 L TA/320-T481 I8 Sneaker or loafer 11 Worshipped one
INTERNET PROVIDERS HESTAUHAHTS}CUFFEE BARS | d o e 19 Clubs for Couples 12 Cuirtis who did [-Across i Some Like It Hot
ommunications 5 Donuis * 1103 W. Gray ' gay a VerhSlﬂg- 20y Boyzone singer 13 A pair for Charbonneau
Viedical Center Bivd., #10, Conroe, TX . 1-877-TWISTER L 22 Westhemer / . 23 Nevertheless, I"lsn tically 21 Take off your clothes
an Felipe 713/850-0099 a ® . 24 Mil. officers P o R
EDHSTRUET"]NI‘HEM“DELIHG Paul Rutledae 713582 1 F ian Restaurant « 1117 Missour 713/528-345( Isn r lt hme 'hu' You 25 i’!..ll".‘ |'ll::f| g @ :; Sion h:lﬂ “:[l“,-lurl:
| 25 es, g, 25 Swocking stuffe
ghon « 1616 Cohn St . - . >
UPTDMETNSTS RETAIL . 29 Gay.com or PlanerOut 26 “Ciao!" in Chihughua
¢ Exceflence + 6624 Fannin, Ste. 2105 - . started promofing your 31 i (Samuel Delaney’s field) 2§ i s
i AUTDMUTWE SM-ES 5‘ LEASIN 34 An Hushand (movie of 41-Down) 28 Performed like k.d. lang
Evan L Mapes. 0D » Spectacies on Mortrose - . H S HE Farmed e o N Gl
s G- s e . business in OutSmarf? | | 35 fumed sy Bucwlony 1960 2 Slimy e
Te ; Optical * 6100 Westh 13 7 ; ac Ford/Stephen Rubin ... i - St - E el _ Me
FINANCIAL SERVICES T day's \ Bruce Krulsin .G 143/640-2020 5445 S.W. Frwy 281/588-5000 .:: T:I; on I|||]|-: KY r .:: |\'\:||¥EI'|'L'I|1I<_'I \\ln:i\ about an erection?
' Wes! Point Lincoln Mercury/Skip Wile! ... ... X 39 Abba not in the music biz 32 Woo hopelessly
| ACCOUNTANTS E1E M 1186 Katy Frwy | o 281/529-2611 CALL 7'3 520'7237 40 Former lead singer of Culture Club 33 Bovd's Gay Priest: an ___ Journey
| ' 42 Poker tact 5 He shot off at 0.K. Corr:
Stephanie Scott, CPA » 7 Pinedale CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES Bused on survey conduciod by Overiooked Opinlons, Chicops : 2 X S 35 _l _{ HotatEn "_h_ St ll__
; B Brothars « 1593 Wasthelme bt id 43 FIC A funds it 36 Tennis champ Billie King
| Basic Brothers = 123 1)1 111 SO 713/522- : £ -
BANKS : PHYSICIANS 44 Big shots 38 Having scx, with "it
Chase Bank of Texas Garalyn Gardiner, M.D. 1W. 2 GIFTS/ACCESSODRIES 45 Name or Ph:;h!ll':: 41 Rupert of My Best Friend's Wedding
Bank of America/Shano A Kuci 7'-1 W. Gray Southhampton Medical Group » 4101 Greenbriar Bedy. MindaSou C'Dj‘y re v 4344 Westhormor 46 Miriam Shalom (lesbian who sued 42 () Woman Born author Adrienne
FINANCIAL PLANNERS Julia A, Kovacs, MI E 'l'“ :"[[ j the military) 45 Come out of the closet, for example
GreenWhite Adwisars » Bil Green/Sandra White : SEMINARS/WORKSHOPS IFLE et i 47 A 1950s military lesbian 46 Endured
1225 N, Loop West, #1030 13491-5566 o tional Foundation (Steve Shapiio . 71amet-3077  GROCERIES, SUPPLIES & LIDUUH 48 Former singer for Wham! 47 Salome playwright
4645 Sweetwater, Sugar Lang SURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS Kroger » 3300 Montrose ... 713/526-TBBS 55 Corvdon author Gide 48 Ear, beaver-style
INSUR 56 Dorothy of Kans: 0 Sincer Gorme
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SignOut

by Lilly Roddy

his is rather a quiet month. We prob
ably need the break from all the ac

tivity since the new year. OUnly a
couple of days to watch out for: April 14 & 15
(but then. you didn’t need an astrologer to
tell vou to watch out for April 15, did you?
April 18 & 19, and April 26. The rest of the
f ly paced

month 15 fairly nice and even

And just in case you wondered how the
date for Easter is chosen: Easter always falls
on the first Sunday after the first full moon
of spring (with spring officially commencing
on March 21, which is the first day of Aries)
the full moon in March eccurred
on the day before the Sun moved into Aries.

This ve:

So Easter doesn’t occur until after the Sun
I like this time of
use all different kind:

enters the sign of Taurus

celebration be

ligious belief systems can join together in
this time of rebirth. Of course, I don't expect
hand 1n

the Wiccans to be seen walking
hand with the Christians, just yet.

The sun begins the month in Aries, the
Ram or Ewe !:_'I.,"I‘.{!.l']' appropriate for your
pleasure),
Cow or Bull on the 19th. Mercury finally

and enters the sign of Taurus, the

moves out of Pisces, sign of the Fish, a natu-
rally dual sign, and into Aries on the 12th
Venus starts the month in Pisces but quickly
moves into Aries on the 6th. Mars, Jupiter,
and Saturn are trodding through Taurus
Uranus and Neptune are continuing their
visit to Aquarius, sign of the Water Bearer
{no gender references, since we can all carry
water). And Pluto remains in Sagittarius,
the Archer, until 2008,

Aries [March 21-April 19) As this is your
birthday month, April always represents a
time of reviewing last year’s goals and estab-
lishing new beginnings for this year. This
vear has vou really focused on your financial
affairs. You will want to throw caution to the
wind and buy buy buy. But, den't don’t don't.
You will feel the pinch after the 15th. Rela-
tionships take the spotlight in the later half
of the month with the full moon in Libra.
This is a good time to renew your vows or a
time to look for someone to make some vows
with. The question for the end of the month
is, What is your worth to your friends, lov-
ers, and partners?

Taurus (April 20-May 20) April represents
the beginning of a two-month period in
which you will invite competition on all
fronts and rears. Probably you will feel the
greatest impact in your career sector, with
you wanting to be in charge. You will not
hold back on how you feel about things at
work or your opinion of your boss. You will

TO  APRIL X

experience “Deja moo” this month. Th:
means you have heard this BS before. Watc
that you don't force a confrontation and fing

If career challenged

Gemini (May 21 -June 21) Work is
getting back into order, and that queasy fee
ing of chaos is i||.||'|.lrI Group activily is very
important this menth and may get you somk«
notoriety. If you are not in a communit}

group or business association, this is a

time to join one. You are more social

you ve been lately, and the eompany
would do you good. Look for some rest and
retreat by the end of the month. You wil

have earned it

Cancer (June 22-July 22) There will be lots
of focus this month on your career and pub
lic life. You will want to be noticed and yom
will be. At work. you will ta

ust be eareful that n trying to

ke on a leader

lead the parade, you don’t come into conflict
with vour boss. This is also a good month to
be socially active. Like the Geminis, you will
All this
socializing might also help increase your
business contacts and opportunities.

do well in group-related activities.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Try to spend the first
half of this month relaxing. Take a trip. Go
to a bed and breakfast. If you have a lover,
take them with vou. Look at some picture
from a foreign port. Discuss philosophy. Be-
cause by mid-month, your career is going to
have your attention, This can be a erucial
time where you will want and demand more
from your career. Conflicts here can and will
arise. Try to remember that you cannot be
challenged if you don’t accept the challenge.
And if vou accept the challenge, take the
large weapons.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This month you're
feeling that your relationship needs to go a
lot deeper. You are wanting to know and to
share more intimate mysteries with your
partner. This would be a great month for a
getaway with that special person. Trying to
keep secrets hidden will force them to the
surface—and they will come out at the most
inappropriate times. Be sure and enjoy the
ease and flow of this month, because next
month is very busy.

Libra (Sept. 23-0ct. 23) This month you will
need partnership connections even more than
usual for you. If you are in a relationship and
your partner is not very much fun, you will
want to dump her/him and go find someone
who is. You are very adventuresome this
month and you are more willing o take risks
than usual. Bul do remember, if you p
with matches, you usually start a fire,

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) Take care of those
rk this month. You are tired

F oblems at wi
"thost pLESs arouna your desk. Work Prt b

ems will create a greater stress il you lon't
address them as soon as possible. As we ap-
ach the end of the month, relationships
W take the spotlight. And if there ar¢
yues there, the glare from the spotiight will
vou and everyone else see them. Start
Al King now w th vour partner

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21} Your desire ti
have fun and
erested in this month. Don't plan anything

omplicated or time consuming. Your
Propag

be creative 1= what you are in-

r energies are very strong this

have something new to direct
At the end of the month, it

montn

yvour attent

& time to get vour work station cleaned up
Mhen yvou will be ready to focus your atten-
L10m ONnce mMore.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Fun at home
with Dick and Jane, the Dysfunctional Fam-
ily. Time to take a trip back home to visit the

place where all of your unconscious maotiva-

tions come from. So if you feel out of control,
unable to get control your emotions, and
your temper is raw: Welcome home! At the
end of the month, you are ready for fun and
play. Go to the theater, the beach, or indulge
yourself in hedonistic pleasures. Or do all
three. Keep your life schedule light.

Aquarius (Jan. 20- Feb. 18) Lots of different
projects and activities are up for you this
month. You will be converging on the more
mundane aspects of your life. They will not
seem mundane to you because you will have
to be paying a lot of attention to them. So, all
the parts of your life that you take for
granted, you will learn to appreciate them
once again. The end of the month has you re-
ally focused on your home and family life.
You will have a choice to either take charge
or shut up.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Usually, you are
not so concerned about money in your life
You are customarily more concerned about
the quality and the meaning of life. But not
so this month. And yes, this is the month
you have to pay attention because your
Uncle Sam is wanting his money on his day,
April 15. By the end of the month, you are
more ready for your normal life to return.
Your day-to-day inter-
stablish them-
selves and all is right
with the world.

ests r

Roddy s a Houston-
trologer. She can be

{ ot phil@ovbersim.cor

eyhersim.com | hern
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1-877-TWISTER

COMMUNICA I G N




OUT IN HOUSTON

March 12, AIDS Walk Houston in partnership with Chase Bank ...

1 Rick Schroeder (1) and Marion Coleman

2 Steven Smith (1) and Rob Schmerler

3 David Romero gave free massages at the Muscle Mechanics booth
4 44 Shell volunteers assembled in front of the AIDS Quilt

5 (L-r) Rob Schmerler, Terry Haman, Jim Lindsey, Chris Cefalu,
an unidentified walker, I{ud\ Elizondo, and Alex Stutler
Houston Pride Band performs in front of the George R. Brown
Convention Center

o

I""’Ill-‘l’.' f{l’l’l’l’"flll.u" seen '|'||.|._.

7 Michelle Gregory (1) and Jeff Wallace of Chase Bank help Montrose

I'|:||'||:-.g-"i|l_:" Center “Bring in the Green” on March 17

8 Chase Bankers (1-r) Elizabeth Goza, Steven Gillmore and Richard
Bielec “Dining Out for Life™ at Treebeards on March 16.

Saiurdav. March 18, Houston Human Rights Campaign Gala at the
Westin Galleria Hotel.
9@ Comic Georgia Ragsdale (r) and her mother
10 David Muck (1) and Janine Brunges
11 Daryl Moore (1) and Rev. Helen Havens of 5t. Stephen's
12 Peggy Stalter (1) and Maria Minicueci, president of Houston Gay
and Lesbian Community Center.
13 (L-r) Mark Johnson, Mary Beth Reuter, and Shana Ross

14 Tammy Langley (center) won the cash from Houston
Leshian & Gay Community Center 2000 Raffle, She poses
with HLGCC treasurer Patrick McKee (1) and volunteer
|'|'-|-r'r|'['|;|'-d-" Eva Luchak

15 Owners of Club Rainbow Lynn Allen (1) and Alexis
Wasicuddin

16 Paradise’s favorite bartender Chris is cheek to cheek with
loyal patron Colin on Thursday, March 9

Correction: In the March 2000

F
om the AREA After Party at

Kiki Santikos, Realtor

L.S. CONSTRUCTION & SERVICES

Our Capabilities Include:

| * Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
. CeramicTiling

* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Room Addition and Siding

= % can for free estimate.

(713) 526-7679 = Pager 713/698-0103 » E-mail: uscon@pdq.net * Joe Hlavac, Owner

FINISHING
TOUCHES

GREAT
LOOK

= Laser Hair Removal
= Collogen Treatment
= BIO MEDIC Micropeel
= Chemical Peels

= Body Sculpting

* Permanent Mokeup
= Tattoo Removal

= Tend Skin

oRe M0

| JACQUIE STANLEY, ESTHETICIAN
E. FRED AGUILAR, M.D, F.A.C.S

6410 Fannin, Suite 927 « Houston, TX
713-797-0085 » 888-ERMOSA-1

D IeNSTI

6500 Fannin, Suite 1108
713.797.1500

CALL FOR YOUR COMPLIMENTARY SKIN CONSULTATION.

5420 Dashwood, Suite 200
713.668.9118

BOARD CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
MARC R.SANDERS, M.D.
STEWART ZUCKERBROD, M.D.




What if every time you picked up the phone you knew that
you were giving back to the community? Consider it done!

CoMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK  Each new subscriber

the month
" » LOCAL PHONE SERVICE starting as low as $29.95 hrough e
of April makes

¥’ * LONG DISTANCE SERVICE as low as 3¢ a minute a donation to
* LOCAL CUSTOMER CARE talk to a real person The Caregivers’ Wall
» ALL IN ONE INVOICE easy to understand billing For more information .;‘[;
« SHADOW SERVICE ENHANCED MESSAGING— Don Gill at Studio 911 Hair.
Never miss another important call, fax, or e-mail! 713/521-0911.

The CareGivers’ Wall

CCN communication services are available through many
outiets in the community or by calling our sales office.

Sign up today!
Call 281-583-3770

ComMMUuNITY COMMUNICATION NETWORK :
4 To know that even one life has breathed easier
17150 Butte Creek Dr.. Suite 200 » Houston, TX 77090 because you have lived... This is to have succeeded.

FREE Voice Mail
TRUE Per-Second Billing FREE Caller ID

60 Minutes...$19.95 mo. - 500 Minutes....549.95 mo. i
280 Miputes...$34.95 mo. - 800 Mindtes...$69.95 mo. - 1500'Minules. +..%99.95 mo.

NOIcia

 981575-8500

12220 Murphy Road www.callpremier.com
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