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RICHARD HILL

SPECIALIZING IN HoUuSTON'S INNER LooP NEIGHBORHOODS, | PROVIDE
FIRST RATE PERSONAL SERVICE AND THE BEST IN MARKETING SKILLS!

If you're in the Heights Area, Montrose or Museum Areas, West University, Bellaire,
or other inner areas, please call me to see what | can do for you!
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U.S. Men's Clay Court Championship Presented By:

2 Y

TENNIS  JUST  GOT  HOTTER.

et

Winner - Citrix w Championship.

Peaple Magazine's Top 50
Most Beautiful People.

April 30 - May 6, 2001

Westside Tennis Club
Houston, Texas

FOR TICKETS CALL: 713.278.6400

Tennis has never been hotter as the ATP tour retuns to Houston with young
superstars fke MARK PHILIPPOUSSIS, JAN-MICHAEL GAMBILL and ANDREI
MEDVEDEV. But the action doesn't stop at the court — your ticket io the
Championship is alsa your ticket to seven days of the best parties that Houston has

ever seen.
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MORGAN ROCKWOOD PROPERTIES FEATURED HOMES
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PINEY POINT

SALE PENDING
11140 N. COUNTRY SQUIRE

CLASSIC MEMORIAL 6/4.5
$899,119

408 HAWTHORNE
TOTALLY RENOVATED 5/2.5

UPPER KIRBY
Fdidvcee s $469,119

2314 W. MAIN ST. HEIGHTS

LOFT STYLE 3/25 W7
$349,119 R

e T
T14 E. 11 1/2 STREET
COZY HEIGHTS 4/2
$245,119

1533 BONNIE BRAE
CUTE MONTROSE 2/2 !
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1819 MARYLAND 2/2

JUST RENOVATED
$242,119

We are a company that is dedicated to helping
the gay community with all your real estate needs.

in appreciation for your support call us for

information about our 1% cash back program.

rockwood
~ Properties

2112 Waugh, Houston, TX 77019 713.526.5777
www.morganrockwood.com
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News IN our community & QUT in the nation

Briefs compiled by Ann Walton Sieber

HOLY FOR ALL

After years of a little-known policy disallowing gay unions,

within its sacred space will be treated equally

1 Cedar Lawn North .. ....5169,500
Beaufiful 3/2 brick home with den, new carpet
and gutters, ceramic tile, remodeled kitchen and
alarm sysfem

2221 Market S!reet - The National Ho-
tel Artist Lofts .......5393 o0 $1350 a month
28 units designed for living and arfistic pursuits
12 fi. ceilings, natural wood floors, track lighting,
movable closets, large windows, flexible floor
plans, cenfral AC, ceiling fans, laundry facilifies,
new kitchen appliances and new bathroom fixtures
Some units have income resfrictions. All units must
be occupied by persons pursuing the arls.

214-218 FerryRoad .............. ...5129.500

2 houses (2/2 and 2/1), nawly remodsled, CA/

H, filed bathrooms, all kitchen appliances remain,

saparately melered. Both lease for $850 a month.
., S

T 1301 CAUCR oo reeeen $148,000
Restorod! Comer S EoRVeriad info 4/2 with 2/1
guesl cottage inthe rear (611 13th Sireet). Located
inthe heart of the East End Historic District

““--“

- ——

g

i

2212 Mechanic .............. .....5240,000
Greol possibilities for loft conversion. Cenirally lo-
caled aeross from fhe Bank of America building
downfown. Commercial space curently, renied af
51700/month. Lease expires 5/1/01. Tenant on
monith fo month after that

11631 Zingleman Road ...........$ 189,000

3/3 Newer consiruction on 1 acre with great hot
tub. Enclosed ground floor with kitchen, approx.
1 000 sq. it. Lots of fgll pine frees.

921 Marine # 317
(Marina Point) ..$69,900
Townhouse style condo close to UTMB. Ready
fo-move in. All applionces including washer and
dryer remain

08 POSIOMCE ...vevueevennrernanenenans §75,000
Duplex close o UTMB. Covered off siree! parking.
Potential S$900/month income.

2416 Postoffice .......................5475,000
Restored historlc building with 2 large loft apart-
ments upstairs, currenily renfed at $1000/month
each. Coin operated Loundry. 5000 sq. ff. com-
mercial space ready for café or refail.

11949 FM 3005 #304
(The Riviera 1) ..564,500
Cute 3rd floor 1/1 condaon the beach. A must see for
aryone interested in a quist weekend refreat!

7312 Seawall Bivd. #2172

(The Palms) ......862,500
Greaf permanent or weekend home. Beautifully
redona exterior, sold fully furnished and ready to
move in y

| Py $169,500
DGCIUTIILI 3!” 1816 Pabsi cofinge; recently reno-
vated witn CA/H and rewiring. Approx. 15,000
sq, ff. of land, hardwood fieors, garden house,
oversized rooms and plenh,i of closals.

Joe Tramonte Realty is a
leader in historic long term

leasing on Galveston Island.

Fora virtual tour of these and other homes go to wwiw. tramonterealty.com

(800) 765-4030 « 1802 BROADWAY, SUITE 122 * GALVESTON
Ask for V.J. Tramonte or Marty Justus

by Ann Walton Sieber

{ the Rothko Chapel has decided that all marriages

'm happy to report that on Saturday,
March 17, 2001, the board of the Rothko
Chapel voted to include same-sex com
mitment ceremonies, so that the same ;.:'l:i.fit‘-

lines for heterosexual marriages will now

apply to gay unions.
“It. will be just the same thing,” says
Rothko Chapel board president Sissy

Farenthold. “No difference.”

Most people did not realize that Rothko
Chapel didn't permit same-sex unions—and
most who found out were aghast and con-
fused, for it so conflicts with Rothko's reputa-
in international
Carter-
and the Rothko

tion as a far-sighted leader
human rights, with the (Jimmy)
Menil Human Rights Prize
Chapel Oscar Romero Award bringing to
Houston such international heroes as South
African Archbishop Desmond M. Tutu and
Nelson Mandela

Shepard was held at Rothko, as were far-too-

The memorial for Matthew

many memorials for community members
who died from AIDS

Because the chapel is combination mu-
seum and religious setting, the 30-year-old

guidelines regarding marriage are quite re-

strictive, according to Sissy, who has had

two sons get married at Rothko. “Only 75

people,” she says. “No candles because all
the smoke alarms go off, the ceremony can’t
exceed 30 minutes—no flowers. And,” she
adds, “the marriage has to be performed by
an ordained minister.”

The decision not to include gay marriages
was made by Dominique DeMenil back in the
'80s. “She thought long and hard about it.”

says Suna Umari, current executive director

“The Rothko Chapel is like a big tree:
it has a mysterious beauty and offers
hospitable shade te everyone.”

first line in the Rothko Chapel brochure

gg' I
N\

Rothko Chapel has always been a place of peace
and sanctuary. Below: Gadfly activist Gene
Harrington (left) and Rothko board president (and
goy hero) Sissy Farenthold.

of the Rothko Chapel. Suna explains Mrs
When she
John, were first contemplating estab-

DeMenil’s rationale: and her hus-
band,
lishing a religious place, they traveled the
world consulting and gaining the benediction
of religious leaders. “They did not feel they
had the authority to dictate religious mat-
ters,” Suna savs. They decided that although
the chapel would be ecumenical and nonde-
nominational, aligned with no particular re-
activity

conducted at the chapel should be with

ligion, all religious/spiritual
1in one
or another religious tradition, be 1t Buddhist,

Moslem,
they wanted to offer the chapel as a sacred

Jewish, or Christian. In this way,

art place in which religious institutions could
come together, but not as an independent re-
ligious institution in and of itself.

that Mrs.
DeMenil decided not to include same-sex

It was within this reasoning

unions. “She was very very supportive of

gay people and very muceh in favor of gay
unions and supported them wholeheart-
edly,” Suna explains. “She just didn't see
the chapel as the place for that. In a similar
way, she didn’t think baptisms should be
done in the chapel. Or people who wanted
to get married without a minister. She
didn't see it as diserimination.”

The person who first found out that gay
unions were barred and started agitating for
eitizen Gene

change was provocateur

Harrington, who is a longtime law professor

at Texas Southern University. Gene is well
known for his decades of activism; he ex-
pended great effort in earlier challenges to
Texas section 21.06, the so-called sodomy




statute, and was perhaps the leading HIV
activist in the early '90s, challenging the
health department to cease its hands-off atti-
tude in funding HIV treatment. Gene has a
style that is quick-witted and biting, outspo-
ken and humorous—endearing if he's with
you, possibly provoking if he’s hot.

Back in December 1998, Gene started
calling and writing the Rothko Chapel, ask-
ing if they allowed same-sex commitment/
marriage ceremonies. In one of his letters to
the chapel, he wrote: “To allow gay/lesbians to
memaorialize their dead in your hallowed
place but to deny them the right to com
memorate their loving commitment would
appear hypoeritical and unconscionable.”
(Privately, Gene jokes, “My God, no gay
man would want to get married there any-
way, because they don’t allow flowers.”)

Gene says he had trouble getting a re-
sponse of any type from the chapel. Gene
spoke of the situation to his friend Sissy
Farenthold, who was on the Rothko board,
and who has been a longtime champion of gay
rights, going back to when she was the key-
note speaker at the historic gay Town Meet-
ingin 1978

Sissy brought the matter up at the next
hoard meeting, which was in March 2000,

Because the board has quite a few famous

national members (such as Atlanta mayor

Andrew Young), it meets only once a year. An
ad hoc task force was appointed to look into
the gay marriage 1ssue, with members Rabbi
Robert Kahn of Congregation Emanu El, Rev.
Bob Sehnaibly of the First Unitarian Chureh,
the Rev. Helen Havens of St. Stephen’s Epis-
copal, and Sissy. The committee came back
with the recommendation to change the
guidelines to include same-sex commitment

ceremonies/marriages, but the final decision

“My God, no gay man would
want to get married there
anyway, because they don’t
allow flowers.”

had to be made by the hoard at their 2001
annual meeting. At the board meeting this
March 17, they decided “overwhelmingly” to
change the guidelines to include all couples
under their marriage guidelines.

This has been an issue that I'd known
about almost since | came to QutSmart in fall
1999. Soon after | started as editor, | was he-
friended by Gene Harrington, whom [ already

knew by reputation as the firebrand leader of

much of the AIDS activism of the early "90s.
Energized by Gene as well as other behind
the-scene insiders, I steeled myself to go con-
front Suna Umari, the executive director of
the chapel, and who, I was told, had treated
Gene and others badly when they approached
her on the subject of same-sex marriage. Al-
though not generally a conflict-oriented per-
son, I've done my share of in-your-face
investigative reporting, and I plotted what
would be the best way to take Suna by sur-
prise so that she would talk to me, for I feared
that if 1 tried to approach her and set up
an interview, she’'d turn me down. |
thought 1'd try dropping by the Rothko
Chapel office and asking for an “on the
spot” interview,
[ was discussing the matter with a
trusted older friend of mine, May Mansoor
Munn, who is in my Quaker meeting and
is Palestinian (and who was herself married
at Rothko Chapel). In her early 60s, May has
a gentle yet persistent character. “The Arab
way,” she said diplomatically when she heard
of my p]ans to confront Suna, “is to break
bread together.” She suggested I ask Suna to
lunch— “we’ll call it a fact-finding mission,”

she said— and agreed io come along. To my

Lee Brqwn
nine Brunjes.
.

On Tanuary 30, 2001, [ gladly accepted
the appointment by Mayor Lee P.
Brown to the position of mayoral liaison to
the GLBT community. Over the past
month I have been asked on several ocea-
sions what being the mayor’s liaison to the
GLBT eommunity really means. When |1
interviewed with the mayor, he shared

with me that the liaison pogition was a
position thal was evolving. Basically, his
heartfelt interest was that he be kept in-
formed of all the issues that were of impor-
tance to our community, for only then could
he be responsive to them.

I can't tell vou how gleetul | was that |
was not handed a job deseription, for in job
descriptions I feel there can be limits or
boundaries. The mayor gave me license to

A Nove rroym Mavor Browy’s GLBT Liaison

KEEPING THE MAYOR INFORMED ABOUT OUR ISSUES

by Janine Brunjes

be as creative as [ wanted to be, and that how
I sought to be informed about the pulse of the
eommunity was to be my responsibility, as
well as by what means I chose to communi-
eate with him and his office

My work as liaison is something that
matters deeply to me. We have a mayor,
Mayor Brown, who has been very supportive
of our issues, [ still am touched and respect-
ful of the mayor’s issuing an executive order
denouncing diserimination at the eity level;
a lawsuit ensued and he has stood firm. |
have not lost sight of this, and it is why [ am
thrilled, impassioned, and honored to be
serving our mayor as liaison, He has been
the first mayor to ride in our Pride Parade
and the first to say he believed that no one
would be discriminated against, That is ex-
actly the type of individual I want to keep in-
formed about our community and whom 1
am proud to serve

As a “for decades closeted executive,” no
better time exists for me than now to be in-
volved in one of the greatest challenges of our
Iifetime. The ballot initiative that is under
way could create our next battle erv. Our city

must support nondiserimination issues for
the sake of city economics as well as that of
simple human rights, putting out a clear
message to those who can’t bear to see us
have equal protection under the law.

In an effort to maintain a true under-
standing of what our community is facing, I
am committed to-attending various commu-
nity meetings. | have also scheduled a
monthly roundtable at the Leshian and Gay
Community Center, held the second Mon
day of each month, On the Wednesday fol-
lowing the meeting at the center, Han-Net
has arranged a monthly chat for me to con-
verse with those who were unable to attend
the meeting. My goal is to be in touch with
as many as I can g0 as to offer to our mayvaor
and our city an accurate representation of
the priorities of the GLET community, ll

The next meeting with Janine Brunjes
15 Mon., April 9, 5-6:30 p.m., at the Lesbian
and Gay Community Center, 803
Hawthorne, 713 (524-3818. It will be fol-
lowed by an online chat Wed., April 11, 9:30
pom.; go to http: ! fwww.talkeity.com |, sign
in and go to room Houston GLBTforum.
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A Rerort FroM THE GoLpeN TRIANGLE

“Don’t compromise yourself. You are all you've got.” —firmer Port Arthur resident Janis Joplin

BUSTED FLAT IN PORT ARTHUR

Rainbows barred from Mardi Gras parade

- R A

I I \he Beaumont/Port Arthur gay commu-
nity has been making strides in small-

Lown gay v isibility—most recently, the [,:|'||,:|
Uiniversity Gay and Leshian Association
LUGLA) decided to make their most I ]
statement vet by nding on their own f

the February 25 P« Mardi Gras pa

rade. The activists were ready to be outl Lhere

ind proud, and the erowd emed ready for

them but parade officials g:
group a difficult time, that so far has only gal-
vanized this growing community

It started when Angie Alvarado sent in an

phication for a LUGLA float to the Mardi
Grras of Southeast Texas association, and she
was told 1t would have to be put to special
scrutiny. The LUGLA group had already
made the decision not to rF'II-H out their acro
nym. “We were afraid that people weren't
I'1'.-.\'.|.\' for us,” Ange said. “So we left out the
‘gay’ and ‘lesbian.” But in a meeting with
MGST president Floyd Marceaux, he told

LUGLA members that in order to ride in the

parade, they also had to take the rainbow off

the LUGLA banner. Marceaux told the
(Lamar) University Press that he was con-
cerned that the ecrowd along the parade route
would react negatively.

“The other concern is that, at Mardi Gras
of Southeast Texas, we really and truly strive
to be a family affair, and we didn’t find that

their making a public statement as to what

i0

by Ann Walton Sieber

they stood for was consistent
told the school newspaper.

In the same article, the m iyor of Port
Arthur, Oscar Ortiz, ech s ridiculous
sentiment

because we

vy beginning that the Mardi

was strictly a family function,

and when you think of family, of course, you
think of man. a woman and her children.’

Such “family"-oriented prejudice rings es
pecially false to Angie, whose children have
become a familiar sight at LUGLA and
PFLAG meetings. “Just remember, Scott,’
she said that she jokes with her son, “You
have no fanuly.” What gets me is Ortiz, he's

Higpanic,” she continues. “You'd think he'd

the LUGLA crew
arrived in all their resplendent finery, their
float decorated to hilt—the only place
they didn 't have rainbows was in the logo, as
stipulated. “We wanted to be smart asses, so
we put rainbows everywhere else," says Caleb
Hutehins, who is president of Beaumont
PFLAG and se cretary of LUGLA, as well as
working as a counselor at the Triangle AIDS
Network, “including me, who was wearing a
rainbow flag.”

The 10 or so in the LUGLA float waited
around with all the other parade entrants,

but just before it was their turn to push out,

LUGLA made sure everyone go!
beads. “They knew these childrer
could not tackle those who would cu
in front them just to get beads,” saic
Angie Alvarado, pictured here

e pulled out
the ra

1 violation of t
they were permitted to ride in the parads
Oh, and also, no “cross-dressers” they wer
teld by the pare officials, who meant tl
two drag queens who had come from th
Copa, a loeal gay bar. The two float riders
who were transgendered were :||-,,-|.-.

After that showdown, the actual parade
went much better than ".\||.'|.'i.l'|=I with the
crowd cheering on LUGLA's float and guys
shouting out, “I'm straight, but throw me
beads!” As the d

l|".l‘-'II|z',|'1 the cro 1. ey Were ;|-c'a\|-|: vV Oll=

queens made their way

lookers '\'~!=_'- |}:-'} weren't allowed to partic
pate, and generally shown sympathy and
support

“To be honest,” said Angie, “ we were
shocked that the public received us so well
“Ewven if 1t is our last parade, it was worth it

At first I was so frustrated and down. But
then several people came up to me and said
“You made it possible.’

“My girlfriend’s not out—her family’s big
in Jehovah's Witnesses—and she came up
and said, ‘I'm so proud of vou. You did some-
thing that others can’t do. They want to but
they can’t.” That made it perfect.”

The Beaumont/Part Arthur gay scene is
growing, but still largely a behind-closed-

doors situation, according to Angie and Caleh.
,
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Right: Members of LUGLA, PFLAG,
and CKS show their eagerness at be-
ing the first GLBT group to participate
in Port Arthur Mardi Gras. |

Although Beaumont is larger in population,

Port Arthur has a bigger gay community,
with quite a few gay-owned businesses, al-
though few feel secure enough to be out
especially since Floyd Marceaux is also
president of the Golden Triangle Merchants
Association.

“Port Arthur is still kind of a little podunk
town,” Caleb said, who's spent all his life
here, “It's more than tolerant, but less than
accepting.”

“We lose a lot of gonod pecple because they
just can’t deal with the backdoor life,” Angie

says. “You ean go to the elubs at night, but in

the day you have to put on a different suit

and pretend to be somebody else.”

The principle gay organizations are
I ; £

LUGLA, PFLAG, and the gay Church of Kin-
dred Spirits, which meets at the Unitarian
Church. Beaumont has three gay bars, the
Cuopa, the Crocker Street Station, and Dion's.
There are two HIV-testing and -treatment
centers. Lamar University 1s somewhat ac-
cepting, especially in the more gay-friendly
departments, such ag theater and nursing.
Angie, Caleb, and the other activists in
the area are still trying to figure out what to
do next about the Mardi Gras controversy.

WEAR FLOWERS
IN YOUR HAIR-DO

New York City's |egeud.1.r}f dr.‘lg festival
Wigstock celebrates its 17th year with an offi-
cial soundtrack release. Mixed by New York D)
Steve Travolta, Wigstock contains cuts from past
festival performers including Crystal Waters,
CeCe Peniston, and more. As hostess Lady
Bunny says, “It's going to be a very good hair
day!" Wigstock is out now on Nervous Records,

Below left: LUGLA float being trailed
by Mayor Ortiz’ trolley. Below right:
Albertson’s showed a rainhow and
was not harrassed about it.

They consulted lawyer Mitchell Katine, but
said he didn't think their chances were good
for a suit against the parade commission
What has happened is that the controversy
has helped bring the gay community together
with greater urgency. The three gay organiza-
tions are starting to meet under the umbrella
of the Gay Alliance of Southeast Texas, with
the goal of making gay life mare visible.

*We put ourselves in the closet,” Angie
said, “because we're so afraid of making
waves. But if we get together, we can do
something about it. We don’t need to take this
anymore! That's our new slogan.”

Although small in numbers, the Golden
Triangle activists have started putting thems-
selves put there. They had three representa
tives at the Millennium March on
Washingtan last April, they came to Empower
in Houston last fall, and several marched in
the Austin lobby day at the end of March. You
can show your support for our brave com-
rades in Beaumont/Port Arthur, because
they're going to be bringing their censored
float to Houston to participate for the first
time in the June Pride parade—and the more
rainbows, the better,
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A CURE FOR AIDS BY 2010 . .. “AT THE LATEST”

Martin Delaney—the man who may be in the best position
to bring about that hopeful scenario—is coming to Houston
by Paul Simmons

Fnr most Amerieans, the red, angry scowl
of playwright Larry Kramer is the public
face of AIDS activism. Even though Kramer
long ago retired from the work, his hostile, con-
troversial style left an indelible impression.

But for Americans living with HIV/AIDS,
another figure is better known and arguably
more important: former Jesuit seminarian
Martin Delaney. If Kramer is the Darth
Vader of AIDS advocacy, Delaney is the chief
of its Jedi eouncil

Delaney is founding director of San
Francisco’s Project Inform, the nation’s most
influential HIV treatment information and
advocacy organization. Although half a dozen
other groups nationwide do similar work,
with a staff of 256 and annual contributions of
more than $2 million, Project Inform is the
}mw(-;']u-lml-. (By contrast, the Center for
AIDS in Houston, the flagship treatment ad-
vocacy organization in the southern United
States, has a staff of f'i\'v and annual receipts
of slightly less th: lII 8500,000.)

While we fed on the particulars of
AIDS research and clinical care — he sits on
the federal panel that issues treatment
guidelines —Delaney generally eschews the
detailed policy work efforts pursued by other
activists; instead, he focuses on painting a
broad vision of the future, coloring it with
sunny California optimism. In a January
2001 essay for POZ magazine, he declared
flatly that science would produce a “func-
tional cure” for HIV by 2010—"at the very
latest.” At public presentations, he delivers
the same message with a full-throated buoy-
aney that connects readily with HIVers,

The Annual Retrovirus Conference—
which convened in Chicago this past Febru-
ary—is the largest meeting of AIDS
researchers in the United States. At the 2001
conference, federal authorities backed off
from their treatment mantra of “hit hard, hit
early” that had pushed almost every HIVer
into anti-HIV drug therapy. (In addition to
their high costs, anti-HIV drugs are inconve-
nient and toxic.) The new recommendation is
for infected people to wait until the CD4
count, an important measure of immune
function, has dropped to 350 hefore starting
a treatment regimen. Delaney calls this one
of the most important recent developments in
AIDS, saying this new approach is a rejection
of the “sink and drain" model of therapy.

Also at this yvear’s conferenee, Anthony
Fauci, M.D., the lulimnl government's top
AIDS researcher, presented early informa-
tion on a one-week-on, one-week-off treat-
ment plan. Using data from a small study,
Fauci showed how it might be possible for
HIVers to cut their time on drugs in half. “1

ﬁml Lhﬂt very intriguing,” Delaney says. If

B

Fauci's experiment pans out in the long run,
“it's & major inding.” But Delaney holds out
for something even more :dnrt]m;: for his
functional cure: “I think it needs to go even
further than that. Tdeally, I'd like us to get to

the place where you could take people off

treatment and leave them off it." [t may be,
Delaney says, that Fauci's approach is the
“best you can do. But I'm jazzed on the notion
of . . . viral control without drugs.”

,-“m integral component of that notion is
interleukin-2 (IL-2), an immune booster. Re-
searchers, including some in Houston, are
now investigating IL-2 in two large studies.
But those studies will take several years to
complete, and some people are anxious to
have IL-2 on the market sooner. The U.5.
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) rou
tinely grants accelerated, or early, approval
to anti-HIV drugs. But there's no precedent
for giving early approval to immune boosters
for people with HIV, and it’s unclear if the
FDA will make an exception for IL-2. But
Delaney would. “In terms of accelerated licen-
sure, | think they [the makers of IL-2] have
got as good data as we've seen from some
other drugs. The only downside of 1L-2 use,
obviously, is the side effects during those days
the person takes it. Beyvond that. I think the
case is inarguable that it produces genuine,
lasting improvements in CD4 . . . well beyond
what we get with antivirals alone.”

His comments mark the first time a U.S.
AIDS activist has publicly declared support
for the early approval of 1L-2, which may put
him at odds with advocates who want to
wait until the studies are complete. But
Delaney counters: “Why is it that only
people with the right insurance or a clever
doctor [have access to [L-2]7. . . Why isn't it
more widely available?”

[f many people with HIV lack the right
insurance, it may be because the demograph-

ics of the epidemic have changed sharply in
the last several years. What was once a dis-
ease almost exclusively associated in the pub-
lic mind with gay white men has now spread
to include significant numbers of black het-
erosexuals. Yet high-powered treatment ac-
tivism remains largely the provinee of Anglo
gay males. “Well,” Delaney says, “the activ-
ists that are there aren’t just going to disa
pear and go away, so maybe ”'I‘H makes it a
little harder for new people to bres But
the obstacle [to more minority activists] is
that their own agencies don't support them to
do this kind of work. So to bring more people
of color in as activists, vou're going to have to
see a change of heart on behalf of their ag
cies, and you're going to have to see a willing-
ness on our part to act as mentors to bring
them on board.”

Although not a minority, one new player
d|!"{' idy on board is George W. Bush, winner
of a close and contested November presi-
Lh:rlti;il election. Delaney suggests, tenta
tively, that HIVers may have less to fear
from Bush than previously thought. “This
guy is an enigma so far. He says one thing,
but he tends to be doing things that are
more favorable, or look more favorable,
than we've expected so far. It seems like
he's getting the conservatives more angry
If that's the case, I'm not
nearly as worried as I thought I'd be." In a
recent address to Congress, President Bush
reaffirmed his support for doubling the
budget of the National Institutes of Health,
which is the federal agency responsible for
federal research on AIDS.

Houston's HIV-infected population in-
cludes a large segment with advanced disease
and few remaining treatment options. Bul
Delaney’s optimism covers them, too. “Don’t
be so sure you're left behind. We were writing

peaple ut[ for dead in 1996, but they're still
with us,

Delaney’s brand of treatment and policy
optimism will be on display in Houston at a
community workshop hosted by the Center for
AIDS on Wednesday, April 18, at the Houston
Musewm of Health and Medical Science, 1515
Hermann Dr A light buffet reception beging
it 6 with a treatment rrl,r).rfm‘.e’ from
Delaney at 7 p.m. Free and open to the public.

Fen-
gen

than he is us

0 pom.,

Paul Stmmons, a registered nurse ceritfied

HIVAIDS nursing, is director of treat-
ment information and advoeaey ai the Center
for AIDS. He also ehairs the Houston aduvisory
board for the Community Programs for
Clinieal Research on AIDS, a federal program
for HIV research. His e-mail address is
paul@centerforaids. org.
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PORTRAIT OF THE IRISH SENATOR AS A GAY ACTIVIST

The man responsible for reversing antigay laws will perform
his one-man James Joyce show as part of the Houston International Festiva

An‘ part of the Houston International
Festival's focus on Ireland this year, the
I-Fest is bringing to Houston a most remark
able man, who has been one of the major fac-
tors in promoting gay rights in Ireland over
the past 30 years. T

The first openly gay per-
son ever to be elected to ]}l]h-
lic office in Ireland, Senator
David Norris was the driving
force behind the repeal of =
Ireland’s laws against what
they termed “buggery.” He
and some friends founded a
group cilledthe Irish Gay
Rights Movement in 1974,
which operated a gay disco
by night, and worked for gay
rights by day in offices above
the disco, all while Norris
was a professor at Trinity
University and a member of
Parliament. As if this
weren't diverse enough for one human being,
while in Houston, Norris will be performing
his one-man show Do You Hear What I Am
Seeing?, in which he dons white suit, dark
glasses, and cane and channels author James
Joyce—based on his avid studies of Ireland’s
favorite son as chairman of Dublin's James
Joyece Cultural Centre.

An articulate sharp-witted man, Senator
Norris started our conversation by giving a
rousing overview of Ireland’s repressive laws
against gays through the years.

Ireland inherited the British laws
against homosexuality, which were first put
into the eriminal courts when Henry VIII
took over jurisdiction from the ecclesiastical
courts, with the punishment for the erime
being death. This Enghish law did not extend
into Ireland until a Bishop James Aperton
decided to exploit antigay sentiment, and
successfully (';_n'n]‘n.'-li;_{rjf--d to have the law ex-
tended into Ireland. “But he was more suc-
cessful than he perhaps wanted,” Norris
explained with black glee, “because on
Christmas Day 1640, having been found
guilty of the abominable crime of buggery
himself, he was hung by the neck until dead
outside Christ Church Cathedral,”

The wretched law stayed on the books for
centuries, the punishment being reduced to
life imprisonment in 1861 (which, in modified

by Alan Davidson and Ann Sieber

form, was the law under which Osecar Wilde
was ﬁl'l]:.l'lll'l'il'

“So that is the context in which [ was
brought up,” Norris said. “There were a few
people who were known to be gay, although
| the word wouldn't have
| been used.”

In the early "70s, Norris
got involved in a Southern

Irish civil rights associa-

struck mesthat we were be-
ing very self-congratulatory
in the South in trying to
suggest that there was no
digerimination, but we were
a very homogenous society:
Evervone was assumed to
be white, heterosexual, Re-
publican, and Catholic.
Z Well, I was white, but I
¢ wasn't heterosexual, I
5 wasn't particularly Republi-

Senator David Norris

can, and [ was an Anglican.”

That's when he and some friends formed
a group to campaign specifically for gay
rights, which they decided to call the Irish
Gay Rights Movement. "By putting that out
front, we would deal with one problem, which
was that the majority of people thought that
that was a paradox, that it was impossible,
that the two things were §
mutually exclusive and con-
tradictory—vou could not
be both Irish and gay.”

When they started their
discotheque/political orga-
nization, “we were amazed
al the number of people
who came,” he said. “This
was a way of harnessing
energy for the infant gay
movement. [t gave an outlet |
for the social life of gay )
people in a community 5
where there was absoluiely =
no social life for gays at all.
And we could raise the funds necessary to
launch a political campaign.”

Norris became the natural leader because
he was one of the few people who felt safe
being out. “I was employed by Trinity, which
was the old university started by Queen
Elizabeth I to convert the Irish to

tien, “and it suddenly’

Morris at a Bloemsbury breakfast.

Anglicanism, and ecivilize them, and all that
sort of thing. So it was supposed to be liberal
Also, both of my parents had been dead for
quite some time. So, [ had quite a bit of room
to maneuver.” Norris encountered opposition
from within the group, which became divided

between those who wanted to be a politieal
organization, and those who wanted to serve
“as a social outlet. “So 1 said, *That's grand, I

don’t have to run discos anymore,” and-I
started a new thing, which I called the Cam-=
paign for Homosexubl Law Reform.”

Although he said this angust-sounding
entity munl'!_\' consisted of half a drawer in his
filing cabinet’ at the university, he was-able to
recruil some highly placed friends, none of
whom were gay, to join a patrons committee
and he could put them on his letterhead. This
tactic met with tremendous success, he said,
‘because the extreme right-wing Catholic
groups got into a panic when they saw the
wtepaper, and we were denounced from a
height as being a front for an international
conspiracy funded by Jewish money from
America.” He laughed heartily. “It was great
fun, because it gave us a credibility that we
otherwise would never have had. And once we
started being taken seriously, we started put-
ting out press statements.”

Given this momentum, Norris sued the
state of Ireland, saying that the sodomy laws
were against the constitu-
tion. Although he lost in the
high court, he gained an
important forum for open-
ing minds, because he
brought in witnesses from
all over the world, inelud-
ing the then-president of
the Amerian Psychiatric
Association. The judge said
he accepted their evidence
that there was a “surpris-
ingly” large number of gay
people in Ireland—al
though they were invis-
ible—and that they were
not mentally retarded, nor were they less in-
telligent than the general population, nor

-

were they child molesters. Nevertheless, the

judge said that “because of the Christian and

democratic nature of the state and the conati-
tution, he had to find against me,” Norris re-
ported. When the case was appealed to the
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Supreme Court, it likewise upheld the
antigay laws.

Norris then took the case to the European
Court of Human Rights, taking as his lawver
Mary Robinson, who is now the United Nations
Commissioner for Human Rights, and who had

been a friend from college. She was able to win
the case in 1993,

At first the Irish government dragged
their feet in putting it into Irish law, and tried
to put in an amendment that would have
's than
for heterosexuals. To counter this, Norris con-

made the age of consent higher for g:

tacted a woman who was then a powerful
backroom political figure and who had a gay
son; he arranged for her to meet with the ecabi-
net minister of justice, Maire Geoghegan-
Quinn, “as one mother to another.”

“I think it was that kind of human under-
standing,” Norris said. “M;
sons, she felt that any of them might turn ot

e, who had four

to be gay, and what kind of world would she

 delivering them into? . . . And she refused

Lo accept the amendment and she made a
splendid speech saying that in the Irish
Republie, she as a eabinet minister would re-

quire clear cogent, and conv InNcmg argu

Rothko Chapel

great surprise, Suna agreed. Here was this
.‘—II]'rth.-ul'li Muslim foe to gay causes !'-;“'i”ri
lunch with the editor of the gay magazine!
We met at Riva's and it was very pleas
ant. Suna was politely willing to discuss the
matter of the gay marn:

es, explamning how

Mrs. DeMenil had arrived at her position. It
was also clear that Suna was under quite a
bit of pressure in trying to guide this es-
teemed organization now that its patron had
passed on. She told me to be patient, that the
board needed time to sort matters out. 1 said
[ could understand needing time, but that we
would be watehing the issue, and [ would
cheek in with her occasionally about its
progress. I wanted her to know 1 was a
watchdog, a friendly watchdog, but one that
was monitoring them nonetheless

Meanwhile, OuiSmart had been benefiting
from Gene’s assistance in connecting us with
intelligent writers and sources, But while we
were enjoying the benefits of Gene's assis-
tance, I felt ashamed that [ was deing nothing
in the magazine for his cause celebre—espe-
cially after he sent me a Xerox of a letter he'd
written to the chapel, writing across the top by
hand, “Am I the only one who thinks thiz
homoephobic practice deplorable?”

| wasn't sure if my decision to hold back on

publishing anything in the magazine was
sound news judgment, or merely timidity and
cowardice. I wasnt sure if the chapel really

ments and evidence to compel her to intro-
duce diserimination against any citizen, and
1t had not been introduced by the epposition.
. .. It was really on that basis that we got a
really civilized law.”

Nowadays, as a senator, Norris said his

attention is not primarily on gayv 1ssues, hut

maore on local issues like urban transport

and international issues of human rights.

However, because he’s built such credibility
in other areas, when he does speak out on
gay issues, he finds many more people are

like ¥

issue politician, especially when he's in-

to listen to him than if he was a one-

vited to travel to many countries around
the world where conditions for gay people

are quite grim

‘ause | am on the bureau of the foreig

affairs committee,” he said, “I'm asked to visit

¢ that normally T would not get to. And

rtainly people with an interest in gay rights

would not get the

Places like, for example,
Tehran, where ['ve had quite open and direct

confrontations and arguments with people

like the foreign minister and the president on

the subject of gay rights .And also recently

in Irag, and In places like that. So it

was moving forward in navigating a sensitive

terrain behind 1 doors, or if they

just stalling and hoping we'd all go away
‘Power concedes nothing without a struggle,”
[ thought on the one hand. But then “you eateh
more flies with honey than with vinegar,” 1

thought on the other. I stopped calling Gene

for lunch because | felt too embarrassed and
confused. 1 tried to do some behind-the-scenes
pot-stirring, to no avail

When the board meeting was about two

months away, Gene put his campaign decry

ing Rothke’s policy into hyperdrive, gathering

etters and signed statements from State

Reps. Jessica Farrar and Garnet Coleman,

the Stonew: sspciation, the Na-

I Lawyers As
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force, even one

gigned by every Unit

an minister in Hous-
ton. The letter that Gene wrote and that

many signed was rather shrill, saying things

like, “To claim that the policy is being
viewed and to continually ask patience (for
years) while this basic violation of human
rights is held in place is to add cowardice to
the original act of intolerance.” When I called

up Suna to disc a possible article, she
asked me not to contribute to the “polariza-
tion.” I could understand her fealings. Of
course | thought the policy was wrong, but I
also understood that real change takes time.
Whenever I called Suna up, she was always
cordial and seemed to speak frankly with me,
whereas other community members reported
a different experience.

means | am able to go there and say things
that other people cannot rigk their lives to say
Because | come from outside the country, |
have the opportunity to raise these issues and
at

east make these people aware that there
are outside sources bearing witness to the
discriminations and humiliations.”

Senator David Norris will he
part of the Houston International Festival’s
spotlight on Ireland. I-Fest and the University

n town os

of Houston Theater Department present Sena
tar David Norris and his show Do You Hea:
What 1 Am Seeing? Thursday, April 19, at 8
p.m., at the UH School of Theater, (Call 713/
654-8808, ext. 400 $§T tickets available al the
en kick off I[-Fest
rnational Artists’

. That

door.) Senator Norris will t

as _L'.l"(.'h'l!f

Parade on Sat.,

Saturday, he will j ocal celebrities, aca-

demies actors in a marathon rea fr:f‘: af

the f EETN .Ii..'.’l-".'.'.' v (located tn Chasge's

a ld
Emerald Isle in the Heart of the Festival
ibraryv), The Hou:
will be Fri., April

across from the downtown I

ton International J{"I'-"ll.l"'

20-Sun., Apr 29; see their u at
www.ifest.org for complete informi
The outcome to this story is a happyone

thank goodness. Sissy savs, “I told Gene I
was going to make sure this happened come
hell or high water,” and she did. It's hard to

know how this progress w actually ac-

complished. Did Gene's amassing of the

help give Sissy the leverage she

o to pass? Or did

needed to bring the cl

it make more difficult an already touchy

situation? I give this background account
only because it explores a question that is
forever on my mind: How ean we most effec-
ge? What's in the

best interests of coming together and creat-

tively bring about ch

ing conditions of respect and understanding
for all humans?

After the decision, I called Suna one last
time, and she sounded pleased and relieved
about the outcome. Now that this controversy
18 satisfactorily settled, does she see a role for
the gay community at the chapel?

“They've always had a role,” she says a
little exasperatedly. “They've always been

part of the chapel. It's very difficult when

people start separating themselves off and

saying I'm over here and you're over there.

She [Mrs. DeMenil| saw the chapel as a place
to introduce people to each other in a way

that would bring understanding. Let’s be hu-
man first. [ think that’s what the chapel’s
about. Let's come together in this space and

Just be ourselves. That's the power of the

chapel and that's what makes it holy.” Hll

If you expect the best,
you should call the best.

David Montz

Broker, G.R.1., C.R.S.

(713)528-1800
Cell: (713)822-3857

montzdave@aol.com

Year after year consistently ranked number one! Named in the
top 20 RE/Max agents for the Houston Region, number 1 REEMAX
agent for Central Houston, specializing in sales, leasing, and
management of Real Estate. 17 years of experience.

Over 650 homes sold!
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Need a Mortgage?

— 100% Financing
— No Income, No Asset Verification Programs
— Quick Aﬁf_l rovals
— Refinance
~ Less Than Perfect Credit Programs Available

Call me at (28 1 ) 646‘87 77 today for detatks!

DDA

AdamMortgage.Com

Tammi WISE, Senior Loan Officer
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APPEALS COURT
UPHOLDS SODOMY LAW

A Texas state appeals court has upheld
the state’s antigay sodomy law in a 7-2
ruling that gay righis advocates vow to
appeal,

Ruth Harlow, legal director with the
Lambda Legal Defense and Education
Fund, said “the government does not be-
long in people’s bedrooms policing consen-
sual adult intimacy, nor e¢an it have one
rule for gay people and another one
for nongay people.”

In 1998 police answered a call report-
ing an armed intruder at an apartment
where the found two gay men—John G
Lawrence and Tyron Garner—having gex.
They were charged with violating the
state’s “Homosexual Conduet™ statute,
which Lambda has challenged in an ongo-
ing court case.

Last year a three-judge panel of the
appeals court ruled the state law violates
the Texas state constitution because it
punishes homosexual sodomy but not het-
erosexual sodomy, The state appealed to
the full court and the case is now likely to
be appealed to the state supreme court.

Three other states—Arkansas, Kan-
gas, and Oklahoma—also bar sex hetween
same-sex partners, and 12 other states
also prohibit oral and anal sex between

all adults.

BECOME AN HIV ADVOCATE

The People With AIDS Coalition-Houston
announces the start of Project LLE.A.F, an
intensive training program for HIV positive
individuals and others who want to advocate
for HIV/AIDS related services and funding.

Standing for *Learning, Empowerment,
Advocacy and Participation,” participants in
Project L.E.A.P intensive 100-hour, six-month-
long program will learn about the different
funding sources for HIV/AIDS programs, pro-
viding all of the knowledge necessary to serve
on committees and councils that prioritize and
allocate money for HIV/AIDS, such as the
Ryan White Planning Council, the Texas De-
partment of Health Care Consortium, the
Community Prevention and Planning Group
as well as various boards of directors of area
HIV/AIDS agencies.

Classes for Project L.E.AP begin in mid
April, with a limited number of spaces are
available. If interested please contact Rich
Arenschieldt, project coordinator at 713/522-
5428, ext. 28 or 1-800-999-0325. Applications
are also available online at projectleap-
houston.org.

Local Briefs
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NO MORE SEXUAL ASSAULT

April 12 Sexual Assault Awareness Month

and the Houston Area Women's Center is
planning several community events. There
will be a community health fair at the
Kashmere Multi-Service Center, 4802
Lockwood Dr,, on Fri., April 27, 10 a.m -4
p.m. They have also commissioned a mural,
“Imagining a World Without Sexual Vio-
lence,” designed by local artist Krista Guss
and painted by sexual assault advocates and
survivors; it will be displayed at various loca-
tions throughout Houston.

Finally, they are providing an extensive
system-wide training to physicians and
nurses thronghout the Memorial Hermann
Healtheare System on sensitivity issues sur-
rounding sexual assault and violence against
women. For more infermation on any of the

events, call 713/5258-6798.

BASIC BROTHERS
HAS A NEW OWNER

After 19 years under the expert hand of
Richard Wiederholt, Basic Brothers came
under new ownership in February, when
Cody Holt bought the Montrose landmark
from Richard’s sister Patricia O'Connor and
his daughter Karie Kelly, after Richard
passed away April 28 last year.

The BB tradition will continue under
Cody, who has been part of the operation
since it opened, and was general manager
under Richard, according to news sales man-
ager Bryan Jeard.

“It's not like an cutsider has come in and
taken over,” says Bryan. “He’s been here and
knows what the needs are.”

Bryan says that Basic Brothers will con-
tinue to be a community mainstay, both sup-
porting gay organizations and supplying
tight-fitting and skimpy Pride outfits.

“The store’s doing great.” Brvan says.
“Cody’s brought all kinds of new lines, tripled
the underwear selection, expanded the swim
line and ¢lub wear, brought in more shoes. . . .
But we'll never forget our roots.”

CENTER FOR AIDS
NEW PUBLICATION

The Center for AIDS has just started a
new publication: HIV Treatment ALERTS!,
intended specifically for HIV patients. Pub-
lished three times a year, the newsletter con-
tains reports and highlights from various
conferences, important anti-HIV drug up-
dates and warnings, a patient/doctor question
and answer section, information on Internet
and community resources, and much more. —+
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Call Martha Quick 713/520-8122
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Model Open Daily

* Garden Homes from the low 300°s

+ 2300 to 2520 sq. ft.

» 100% real stucco exterior
* 3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 baths

Elegant crown molding throughout
Beautiful wood windows
Mahogany front door
Pre-wired for security & stereo
Granite countertops
Hardwood floors in living,

kitchen & dining
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-

THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING?

Visit or call any of our 52 convenient branches in the Greater Houston area.

Chase + Downtown
712 Main St.
713/216-4865

Chase - Kirby
3201 Kirby Dr.
713/525-2287

Chase - Reagan (Heighis)
545 W. 19th St.
713/868-6791

www.chase.com
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ALERTS! is edited by Thomas Gegeny
{(whao is on staff at the Center for AIDS, and is
a periodic OutSmart columnist), who also ed-
its the CFA's other publication Research Initia-
tive  Treatment Action! (RITA!), which focuses
more on HIV research and policy. Both publi-
cations are available online from The CFA
website (www.centerforaids.org) at no charge.

National Briefs

HRC INCLUDES TG

After six and a half years of protest and
negotiation, the Human Rights Campaign
announced they are amending their mission
statement to include transgenders. Their new
mission statement reads, in part: “HRC iz a
bipartisan organization that works to ad-
vance equality based on sexual orientation
and gender expression and identity, to ensure
that gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
Americans can be open, honest and safe at
home, at work, and in the community.”

LESBIAN CIRCUIT PARTY?

We were interested to hear about the pre-
miere of a Memorial weekend event put on by
Wild Women Productions called the Santa Fe

S _\"a.g-s =

nir

e

if you think you can beat a Jack Roach deal,
you don’t know Jack!

SETUINIG OUr customers with dignity and respect since 1922

JACK ROACH-FORD

6445 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY » HOUSTON, TX 77074
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Women's Weekend. The wild weekend in-
volves several high-profile DJ parties (includ-
ing a Latin dance party with Bocado’s
Theresa Flores); literary salons with best-
selling lesbian author Claire “Detective In-
spector Carol Ashton”™ McNab and lesbian
erotica writer Bett Williams; comedy with
Karen Williams (didn't get enough of her at
the TLC?) and Mimi Gonzalez, pool parties,
and a concert that may feature k.d. lang.
Weekend packages with three-night hotel
and VIP Events Pass start at $499%/person
For more info call 505/466-6194 or e-mail
sfwomensweekend@yahoo.com, or see the

website at www.wildwemenproductions.com

GREAT GAY AND LESBIAN
COOKOFF

The Second Great Gay And Leshian
CookOff invites vou to enter your favorite
original recipes and be judged America’s hest
gay or lesbian cook. The national contest will
take place in partnership with San Diego
Lesbian and Gay Pride, July 28 and 29. Ten
preliminary winners chosen in regional con-
tests will be awarded trips to the national

contest in San Dhego, plus $300 in Calphalon

cookware. The Grand Prize is an RSVP eruise

for two. There is no cost to enter: submit your
recipe by June 22 to The Great Gay and Les-
bian CookOff, 3707 5th Ave., #354, ¢

CA 92103 or e-mail to gaycookoff@aol.com.

n Diego,

Complete rules are available at http:/

www.gaycookoll.com.

SAN ANTONIO
TRANSGENDER
SHERIFF'S DEPUTY

SAN ANTONIO
Ralph Lopez says he has approved plans by

Bexar County Sheriff

one of his male deputies to dress as a female
and has ordered other deputies and depart-
ment staff not to harass him while he pre-
pared to undergo a sex-change operation

“We should be supportive of a person who
is making a drastic individual choice in his
life,” Lopez said. “We have to support the le-
gality and his right to do that. We want to
think we are prolessionals, and we want to
deal with each other, of whatever gender, in a
professional and proper manner.”

The unnamed deputy is believed to be the
first county sheriff’s officer in Texas on the

job to begin the sex-reassignment process.

RUSSIANS
ACKNOWLEDGE HIV

MOSCOW—After years of denying high
reported numbers of HIV infections by inter
national health agencies, Russian officials
have finally agreed with a UN estimate of the
epidemic in the country. Russian officials re-
cently told the [tar-Tass news service that
N estimates of 300,000 infections in Bussia
since 1987 are correct.

Health authorities in the country have in
the past rejected such ligures and instead
isisted that officially reported figures of HIV
infections—which have always been under

30,000—were accurate

NY BOY SCOUTS
DENOUNCE ANTIGAY BAN

NEW YORK

Greater New York Councils of Boy Scouts

Several members of the

eriticized the national antigay policy as “stu-
pid” and “repugnant” with one lecal BSA
board member saying the members of the
national BSA board were “no more than a
bunch of rednecks from Texas.” The signs of
the rift between the local and national orga

nization came during hearings held by the

SERVICES

You’re Invited!

April 11
April 12
April 13
April 14
April 15
April 15
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April 7 - Easter Eggstravaganza!!! 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
April 8 - Palm Sunday Service 9 am. & 11 a.m.
Holy Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
Maundy Thursday Service 7 p.m.
Good Friday Service 7 p.m.

Seder Supper at 5 p.m.

Easter Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m.

Easter Services at 9 am. & 11 a.m.
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New York City Council on whether or not to
sever the city's ties with the youth group.

New York chapter members who testified
before the City Couneil said the antigay ban
should be lifted and that they are ready to
lobby the national }'Lnu(h organization to end
the policy.

The ['il_\' Council gave 1 he local _-'l'ul.ll]‘]';_-?!
chapter 120 davs to “review their policies”
concerning the antigay ban

The potential rift with the New York
chapter would mark the largest and most in-
fluential the youth group may have to con-

front over the policy.

OHIO ACTIVISTS UPSET OVER
CIVIL RIGHTS APPOINTMENT

COLUMBUS, Ohio—0Ohio Gov. Bob Taft
has named Charles Winburn to the state’s
civil rights commission in a move that has
angered many gays and leshians in the state.

Nancy Minson, former head of the Cincin-
s, told

nati and Ohio Women's Politieal Car

1nd Plain Dealer that Winburn's

the Clevel
“outspokenness over fighting equal rights for
gay, lesbian and transgender people iz notori-

ous. He has never 3l||:l|'llll'll'|i our issues, and

certainly his action have not shown any sense
of need for equality for women.”

Winburn, an ex-councilman from Cinein-
nati, fought against a 1995 civil rights mea
sure that would have barred antigay
discrimination

He also ealled on the state legislature to
prohibit same-sex marriages and fought

against a 1999 hate crimes ordinance

PENTAGON: NEW
DIRECTIVES COMING SOON

WASHINGTON, D.C

report of little change in antigay violence and

Responding to a
harassment in the nation's armed forces,
Pentagon spokesman Adm. Craig Quigley
said Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld
would issue a directive on dealing with the
|.-1'cﬂ:§x".1‘.:~ SO0T1.

Defense

Network (SLDN) released its survey which

The Servicemembeérs Legal

concluded “reports of death threats, as-
saults and verbal gay bashing continue al-
most unabated.”

C. Dixon Osburn, head of SLDN, said the
organization welcomed Adm, Quigley’s reply,

but that “the question remains when will the

Pentagon release the new orders and what
are the specifics of those orders?

The Defense l“'l.‘[']:'i!'} ment has been work-
ing on a directive dealing with antigay ha-

sment for ||{';|r‘|_\.'.'| year, but some activists

have wondered if the Bush administration
would approve of policies developed mainly
under President Clinton

In addition to “\Tn\h ;!!1.’]',|.'|t |'L'|_||:|'[,- on
the country’s armed forces, an Inspector
General’s study two years ago also found ex
tensive and widespread antigay harassment

in the nation’s military forces

“VILLAGE PEOPLE”
LEATHERMAN DIES

LOS ANGELES—Glenn Hughes, hest

known as the leatherman in the disco group

Village People, has died following a long ill-
He was 50 years old at the time

The arch-camp Village People sur-

prised much of the music world when sev
eral of its songs topped music charts
including hits such as “YMCA,” *"Macho
Man,” and “In the Navy.”

Before his death, Hughes asked to be bur-

ied in the leather outfit he wore in the sing

Restore Your immune
Functions Naturally

A San Antonio attorney
reports about taking
Health Formula sGH-Xtra™
an FDA-approved

health formula
discovered by a
well-known Houston
Neurologist.

crine and immune systems and his formulas have been docu
mented to help restore immune function deficiencies, and improve

overall wellness.

his natural scientific formulation was discovered by a well
known Houston Neurologist who has devoted over 20 years
to AIDS, Parkinson’s, Alzheimer's
search. Utilizing new scientific advancements in cellular commu-
nication, he developed a synergy between the nervous, endo-

Health Formula sGH-Xtra™, FDA-registered and approved, is an
all-natural scientific formulation containing specific herbs, extracts,
adaptogens that have been included to focus the mind, increase
the physical and mental adjustment to stress, prevent and fight
infectious diseases and strengthen the muscles and prevent fa-
tigue. When taken regularly and associated with an active lifestyle
Health Formula sGH-Xtra™ may be expected to reverse human
biological aging through:

5, and wound healing re-

o f

FIT THE WAY *YOU LIVE

EXPRESS YOURSELF!

a

STORE HOURS =

canton

¥ RES]IeN

» By "
SELF=EXPRESSION HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER. WHETHER IT'S THE PERFECT TABLE
FOR DINING WITH THE ONE YOU®LOVE OR DISPLAYING A FLORAL MASTERPIECE, *-
CANTONPOFFERS A UNIQUE COLLECTION OF FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES THAT

MAKE'YOUR VISION BECOME REALITY WITH CANTONI

MILLENNIUM DINING TABLE

HOUSTON +« 9889 WESTHEIMER » 1 BLOCK WEST OF GESSNER = 713.787.9494
MON-FRI
STORE LOCATIONS = DALLAS, TEXAS

10AM-7PM. SAT: 10AM-4PM. SUN

LAaAw OFFICE OF
MARK B. LEVIN

Board Certified Personal Injury

@ Auto ACCIDENTS
@ ON THE JoB INJURIES

rial Law

CRIMINAL Q)

WRONGFUL DEATH CASES Q)

IPM-5PM
HOUSTON, TEXAS | IRVINE. CALIFORNIA

WWW CANTONLCOM = WWWCANTON| COM = WWWCANTONI.COM = WWWCANTONLCOM +» WWWCANTONI COM + WWWCANTONI COM » WWWCANTONICOM = WWW CANTOMNI.COM

“I have been taking Health
Formula sGH-Xtra™ for more than
18 months and since being on the
formuia, I am no lenger losing my
hair. (1 am currently or have taken
Zerit, Epivir, and Crizivan). | have
experienced no side effects, no
more sinus/allergy attacks that
have been part of my life for over
ten years, and overall, have beiter
energy, stamina and | sleep more
soundly at night since I have been
taking this unique formula. |
strongly recommend anyone
interested in improving their
immune system to try Health =
Formula sGH-Xtra™" -RBP

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 3)

* Restoring muscle mass and decreasing body fat

* Improving cholesteral profile

* Increased sexual function

* Improved memory, elevate mood and improve sleep

* Normalized blood pressure

* Fighting infectious disease & improving immune function

®@ WOorRkMENS’ COMP.

CALL MARK SUMMER FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
2813 WEesT T.C. JESTER BLVD * HousTON, TEXxAs 77018

 (281)355-7936

1 Month Supply: $59.00 * 2 Month Supply: $99.00
TO ORDER CALL

1-877-744-1999 (toll free)

Please alfow 7-10 days for delivery
include shipping and handling
Major Credit Cards Accepted ‘




¢ FOR - DIRALOGINLI ECHNCEVENT

Imagine Love

Feel € lly single
A Workshop for
( | Single Gay Men
- this workshop: Learn how fo identify and

ome the patterns that hay ou
single = Find out how to affract parners
that are right for you. = Leamn the keys lo
edicting the progression of g relationship
* Explore new ways for meeting men and

our daling skills * Learmn about
keeping love. April 7 & 8 or

finding and
Sept. 8 &9

A Workshop for Gay Couples

J: Learn how lo improve

In this worksho

kills = Work throug

PUT e 0 38
comp n and unde for |
yourself and your pariner & Res ,tl.f your

/ :IL out your relationship

ar towards

|"‘|“-||‘|"I 10 .
ship and partner Aprll 28 & 29 or Sept. ==
22 & 23

NEW GROUPS FOR GAY AND BISEXUAL MEN

MEN IN TRANSITION—Married or previously married
men who are working on related issues.

MEN OVERCOMING LOSS~Single Gay men who have lost
a partner through death or separation

bhouston

Call 713/527-0000

for a free brochure on
workshops and groups.

www. HoustonTherapist.com
Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP

Psychotherapy, Consultation, Groups, and
Workshops for GLBT Individuals and Couples since 1983

; com

ing group, along with the chains
he sometimes sported on stage

when performing.

“ONLY
HETEROSEXUAL
CANDIDATE”
LOSES IN FLA.

FORT LAUDERDALE,
Fla.—Larry Gierer has won a
seat on the Oakland Park eity

council, the first openly gay
member eleeted to the subur-
ban body

Gierer’s run for a council seat

prompted Roger Mann, the in-
cumbent, to run a rather ugly
campaign in which he touted
himzelf as “the only heterosexual
candidate.”

l'hat effort backfired on
Mann with voters apparently de-
l""]:l:; it was irrelevant .1||f| :-]1_'LI -
ing Giierer to replace him on the
council

Gierer said after the elee
tion, “People just did not like
the issue. It was 8 non-issui
that should never have bheen

brought up.”

PROPOSAL TO BAR
HIV DRUG ADS
AT SAN FRANCISCO
BUS SHELTERS

SAN FRANCISCO—Prompted

in part by reports of increasing
unsale sex among younger gay
men, the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors has called hearings

on a proposal to bar public adver-
tising of HIV medicines
The board—with the support

of the city’s public health de part-

ment and 1 AIDS o1 za

tions—has expressed concerns
that the ads at eity bus shelters
depict attractive, young, healthy
men enjoying life.

But Tom Ammiano, the board
president, says such images may
be leading “people to think they
can have unsafe sex, pop a pill,
ind he fine.”

Preliminary results of a sur-
vey in San Franecisco, Ammiano
savs, indicates that younger gay

men who had seen the ads regu
larly were more likely to think
that the drugs make HIV less
sertous and were more likely to
participate in unprotected sex
than those who didn't see the ads
often or at all.

At the very least, Ammiano
says, the drug manufacturers
should include safer sex and
HIV prevention messages in
the ads

NEW RIGHTS
FOR COUPLES
IN PORTUGAI.

LISBON, Portugal—Port
ugal's government has ap
;H':l‘.l'-’| a measure that would
extend to gay and lesbian
couples who have lived to-

gether for at least two vears

the same legal rights and tax
benefits enjoyed by common
|;1u |'||Ij|!|l'_- .||I'-'.'I\'l.'-|.

I'he move was strongly op-

posed by conservatives, and even
a number of the governing So-
cialist Party members of parlia-

ment had at first been reluctant

0 APProy e the Propos: 1.
Changes in the bill’s tax
henefits, however, persuaded

enough members of parliament
to back the measure to win its

approval

ASTONISHING
MEDICAL MIRACLE

American
Payehiatric Azzociation decided

that homosexuality wasn't ab

[n 1973, when the

normal anymore, it was hailed as
one of the greatest cures in the
history of medicine ia:-_‘.'-'|":='!"
Overnight, roughly four millior
Americar

In 2001, now tha

15 were cured!

t the Chi

nese psychiatrists have decided

the same thing, 1h t's really a

medical miracle
If one-half of

their 1.3

one percent of
billion people are ho
mosexual, then 65 million Chi
nese have been cured overnight
Wow! Wonderfulll!l! Pakey

Anderson

| 'hn Grover M,

seal D:rector

i Dr. Grg red on Larry lung Live

,,2 Peter | v Good Morning America

¢ CNN,PB! JABC, CBS and NBC. He was

- prcsemed with a special award from Hilliary
Clinton at the White House for his achievement
The Discovery Channel profiled his career

o and he has led breaklhmugh medical research.

~_eall our clinical nurse
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REV. FRED PHELPS AS GAY FUNDRAISER?

Turning swords into plowshares (and banknotes) in Ann Arbor

Whl'n the Reverend Fred Phelps came to
town, the gay community in Ann Arbor
decided not to get mad. They decided to get
rich. Among the Ann Arbor locales the Kan-
sas-based Phelps and his band elected Lo
picket was the /aut/ BAR, a gay-owned res-
taurant, bar, and community gathering
place. When co-owner Keith Orr heard that
his establishment was being targeted, he
wanted to respond constructively, He and his
partner, Martin Contreras, did not want to
promote a counterdemonstration, feeling
that Phelps gains the most attention—and
hence i1s most effective—when he provokes
anger and outrage from his opponents.
Rather, Orr decided to use his Phelps visit to
the community’s advantage

Phelps's plans to picket the bar came to
light only two days prior to his scheduled
February 17 demonstration. With little time,
Orr used the Internet to organize a unique
fundraising scheme. In an e-mail message to
customers, supporters, and friends, he pro
posed that people pledge money to
the Washtenaw =
E1I‘|i"L'1. '\"v'ﬂ.'\l‘i. a local gay advo

cacy group and commumnity center,

Rainbow Action

for every minute that Phelps pick
eted the bar. In this way, Orr ex
plained, the longer Phelps staved
to spew hate, the more money he
would raise for WRAP. He and
Contreras kicked off the drive by
pledging §1 per minute

Contreras explained why he
felt it was important to organize a
response to Phelps

“When I was first coming out 15 years

ago, people told me, You've got to watch out

for this so-called reverend from Kansas

named Phelps. He's out to wage war against
the gay community.' He had been showing up
at funerals of people who had died of AIDS
with signs claiming that gay people would
burn in hell. At the time he was just a blip on
the radar screen. But when he protested at
Matthew Shepard’s funeral he became a na-
tional menace.”

At the same time, Orr continued, “1 didn't
want to give Phelps what he wanted,” mean-
ing a counterdemonstration. “But just ignor-

ing him seemed wrong.”

by John Stiles

Only two minutes after Orr sent out his e-
mail message, pledges began to pour in, not
only from Ann Arbor, but from as far away as
New Hampshire, Texas, and California. The
pledge drive gained such momentum that by

only 48

the day of Phelps's demonstration

Thanks to Rev. Fred Phelps’s years of self-
promotion, a savvy Ann Arbor gay business-
man was able to make use of the gay hate-
monger’s infamy to raise money for gay
causes. (Phelps shown here outside a vigil for
Billy Jack Gaither, who was brutally murdered
in 1999.)

i

Lefi: Bar owner Keith Orr. Center: The crowd sings, ” If you're gay and you
know it. . .."” Right: The small group of Phelps's protesters outside in the
freezing cold raising money for Ann Arbor’s gay community.

hours after Orr and Contreras kicked off the
drive—friends and supporters of Ann Arbor’s

romised to contribute a

gay community hs

total of $107 for every minute Phelps pick-

eted the bar.
“When [ be

necessarily expecting anything big,” Orr said.

n the pledge drive | wasn’t

“I just wanted to give people an opportunity
to turn Phelps’s message of hate into some
thing positive for our community.”

Even so, the size and speed of the re
sponse surprised him. “Normally a
fundraising event of this magnitude takes
months of planning and a lot L:!'up{'rmﬂ costs.
In 48 hours we raised over $6,000 without

spending a dime. I was astonished.”

Pledges arrived in diverse amounts and
from a wide range of sources. They varied in
amounts from as little as 10 cents per minute
to as much as $5 per minute. “The great thing
about this kind of fundraiser is that no one is
excluded. People can participate at any eco-
nomic level,” said Orr

The range of contributors included neigh-

boring business owners, a high school Gay/

Straight Alliance, and individual members of

the Ann Arbor police force. On February 17,
the day of the protest, Phelps’s band num-
bered only four adults and two small chil
dren. Instead of confronting the hate
mongers and giving them the attention they
craved, over 100 community members and
supporters gathered in the bar on a Saturday
afternoon, celebrating while they counted the
minutes that Phelps's cronies stood outside in
the bitter cold raising money for Ann Arbor’s
gay community.

*We view this as a form of economie con-
tainment,” Orr said. “Phelps is free to spread
his message, however perverse
we find it, wherever he wants
The Firast Amendment protects
his right to do that. But we
turned what could have béen a
negative into a positive This
has been an incredible commu-
nity-building experience for
us. We hope that cities and
towns aeross the country will
I

get a charge thinking that ev-

do this everywhere he g

ery time he hits the road he
will help us build our communities and fund
our grganizations.”
a doctoral student and bar
aul |BAR. (This is
not the same John Stiles who lives in Houston

Johin Stiles is

.'.l'.".'rIr'." g ) .'I|JJ|' "l.'l'.'.' .'1|_I"Jl|"h’
and is a contributing writer for OutSmart.)
Editor's note: After word of the [aut/BARs

inspired response to Rev. Phelps staried gelt

out, stmilar fundraisers have been instigoted

in Las Vegas, where Phelps was picketing the
UNLV and the Liberace Museum, and in Madi-
son, Wisconsin. Alse, Keith Orr has been talk
ing with folks in San Antonio, Portland,
Maine, and San Francisco. Maybe we should
invite the reverend to Houston. . . .
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_ Once rJasI,f SUSTIVA™
‘s U STI (efavirenz)
capsules

EVIFEHE

Patient Information about SUSTIVA* {sus-TEE-vah)
for HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) Infection
Genenc name: efavirenz (eh-FAH-vih-rehnz)

Please read this information before you start taking SUSTIVA. Read it again each time you refill
your prescription, in case there is any new information. Don't treat this leaflet as your only
source of information about SUSTIVA. Always discuss SUSTIVA with your doctor when you start
taking your medicing and at every visit. You should remain under a doctor's care when using
SUSTIVA. You should not change or stop treatment without Tirst talking to your doctor.

What is SUSTIVA?
SUSTIVA is a medicine used to help treat HIV, the virus that causes AIDS (acquired immune
deficiency syndrome). SUSTIVA is a type of HIV drug called a "non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase
inhibitor* (NNRTI)

How dogs SUSTIVA work?

SUSTIVA works by lowering the amount of HIV in the blood (called "viral load®). SUSTIVA must
be taken with other anti-HIV medicines, When taken with other anti-HIV medicines, SUSTIVA has
been shown to reduce viral load and increase the number of CD4 cells (a type of immune cell
in blood). SUSTIVA may not have these effects in every patient

Does SUSTIVA cure HIV or AIDS?

SUSTIVA is not a cure for HIV or AIDS. People taking SUSTIVA may still develop other infections
associated with HIV. Because of this, it is very important that you remain under the care of
your doctor

Does SUSTIVA reduce the risk of passing HIV to others?
SUSTIVA has not been shown to reduce the risk of passing HIV to others. Continue to practice
safe sex, and do not use or share dirty needles

How should | take SUSTIVA?

» The dose of SUSTIVA for adults is 600 mg (three 200 mg capsules, taken together) once a day
by mouth. The dase of SUSTIVA for children may be lower (see Can children take SUSTIVA?)

= Take SUSTIVA at the same time each day. You should take SUSTIVA at bedtime during the first
few weeks or if you have side effects, such as dizziness or frouble concentrating
(see What are the possible side effects of SUSTIVA?)

= Swallow SUSTIVA with water, juice, milk, or soda. You may take SUSTIVA with or without
meals; however, SUSTIVA should not be taken with a high fat meal

* Do not miss a dose of SUSTIVA. If you forget to take SUSTIVA, take the missed dose nght away
It you do miss a dose, do not double the next dose. Carry on with your regular dosing schedule
It you need help in planning the best times to take your medicine, ask your doctor or pharmacist

= Take the exact amount of SUSTIVA your doctor prescribes. Never change the dose on your own
Do not stop this medicine unless your doctor tells you to stop

= When your SUSTIVA supply starts to run low, get more from your doctor or pharmacy. This is very
important because the amount of virus in your blood may increase if the medicine i1s stopped
for even a short time. The virus may develop resistance to SUSTIVA and become harder to treat

Can children take SUSTIVA?

Yes, children who are able to swallow capsules can take SUSTIVA. Rash may be a serious
problem in some children. Tell your child's doctor right away if you notice rash or any other side
effects while your child is taking SUSTIVA. The dose of SUSTIVA for children may be lower than
the dose for adults. Capsules containing lower doses of SUSTIVA are available. Your child's
doctor will determine the right dose based on your child's weight.

Who should not fake SUSTIVA?
Do not take SUSTIVA if you are allergic to SUSTIVA or any of its ingredients

What other medical problems or conditions should | discuss with my doctor?
Talk to your doctor right away if you:

* Are pregnant or want to become pregnant

* Are breast-feeding

& Have problems with vour liver, or have had Hepatitis

& Start or change any medicing

® Have side effects while taking SUSTIVA

* Have a history of mental illness, substance or alcohol abuse

What are the possible side effects of SUSTIVA?

A small number of patients have had severe depression, strange thoughts, or angry behavior.
Some patients have had thoughts of suicide and a few patients have actually committed suicide.
These problems tend to occur more often in patients with a history of mental illness. You should
contact your doctor immediately if you think you are having these symptoms, so your doctor can
decide whether you should continue to take SUSTIVA

Many patients have dizziness, trouble sleeping, drowsiness, trouble concentrating, andfor
unusual dreams a few hours after starting treatment with SUSTIVA. These feelings may be less
naticeable if you take SUSTIVA at bedtime. They also tend to go away after you've taken the
medicine for a few weeks. If vou have these side effects, such as diziness, it does not mean
that you will also have severe depression, strange thoughts or angry behavior. Tell your doctor
promptly if any of these side effects continue or if they bother you, There is the possibility that

these symptoms may be more severe if SUSTIVA is used with alcohol or moed altering (streat)
drugs. You should avoid driving or operating machinery if you are having these side effects.

One of the most commen side effects is rash. These rashes usually go away without any change
in treatment. In-a small number of patients, rash may be serious. If you develop a rash, call
your doctor promptly

Other common side effects include tiredness, upset stomach, vomiting, and diarrhea. However,
this is not a complete list of side effects reported with SUSTIVA when taken with other anti-HIV
drugs. Do not rely on this leaflet alone for information about side effects. Your doctor can
discuss a more complete list of side effects with you,

Please contact your doctor immediately before stopping SUSTIVA because of side effects. Tell your
doctor or other healthcare provider if you notice any side effects while taking SUSTIVA

‘What about birth control, pregnancy, or breast-feeding?

Women should not become pregnant while taking SUSTIVA. Birth defects have been seen in
animals treated with SUSTIVA. It is not known whether this could happen in humans. You should
use a condom or diaphragm in addition to other methods of birth control while taking SUSTIVA
Infarm your dector immediately if you are pregnant. If you want to become pregnant, talk to your
doctor. Do not take SUSTIVA if you are breast-feeding. Talk to your doctor if you are breast-feeding

your baby.

Can | take other medicines with SUSTIVA?

SUSTIVA may change the effect of other medicines (including ones for HIV). Your doctor may

change your medicines or change their doses. For this reason, it is very important to:

# | et all your doctors and pharmacists know that you take SUSTIVA.

» Tell your doctors and pharmacists about all medicines you take. This includes those you buy
over-the-counter and herbal or natural remedies.

Bring all your medicines when you see a doctor, or make a list of their names, how much you take
and how often you take them. This will give your doctor a complete picture of the medicines you
use. Then he or she can decide the best approach for your situation

The following medicines may cause serious and life-threateming side effects when taken with
SUSTIVA. You should not take any of these medicines while taking SUSTIVA**:

* Hismanal® (astemizole)

* Propulsid® (cisapnide)

© \ersed® (midazalam)

« Halcion® (triazolam)

» Ergot medications (for example, Wigraine® and Cafergot®)

The following medicines may need to be changed or have their dose changed when taken
with SUSTIVA**.

» Grixivan® (indinavir)

= Fortovase® (saguinavir)

= Biaxin® (clarithromycin)

How should | keep SUSTIVA?
SUSTIVA is available as 50 mg, 100 mg, and 200 mg capsules.

Keep SUSTIVA at room temperature (77°F) in the bottle given to you by your pharmacist
The temperature can range from 59°-86°F

Keep SUSTIVA out of the reach of children.

How can | learn more about SUSTIVA?
Talk to your doctor or other healthcare provider if you have questions about either SUSTIVA
or HIV. For additional information you can visit the SUSTIVA website at hittp.//www.sustiva.com

This medicine was prescribed for your particular condition. Do not use it for any other
condition or give it to anybody else. Keep SUSTIVA out of the reach of children. If you
suspect that more than the prescribed dose of this medicine has been taken, contact your
local poison control center or emergency room immediately.

* SUSTIVA™ is a trademark of DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company
** The brands listed are the registered trademarks of their respective owners and are not
trademarks of DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company

Distributed by:
DuPont Pharma

Wilmington, DE 19880 5495-03/Rev. February, 2000
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LeftOut

by Daryl Moore

UNBELIEVABLE

The “reasoning” behind the courts ruling that the Texas anti-sodomy statute

n June 8, 2000, in a 2-1 decision, a
three-judge panel of the all-Republi-
can Fourteenth Court of Appeals
ruled that section 21.06 of the Texas Penal
Code (the Anti-Sodomy Statute) is unconsti-
tutional. Immediately after the court issued
its opinion, Harris County Republican Party
Chair Gary Polland orchestrated a letter-
writing campaign calling for the two judges
who declared the statute unconstitutional to
step down. Then, at the State Republican
Convention last summer, Polland had them
singled out and censured for their legal ruling
because it was directly contrary to the Repub-
lican Party platform’s position on homogexu
ality and homosexual conduct. (So much for
the concept of an “independent judiciary.”
After the ruling, and after Polland had
made his and his party's position clear to all
of the Republican judges sitting on the Four-
teenth Court of Appeals, the nine-judge
court agreed to reconsider its opinion. On

March 15, it issued a new opinion. And, lo

and behold, in a 7-2 opinion issued, the court

reversed itself and declared that the Anti-

Sodomy Statute is constitutional after all be-

cause it “advances a legitimate state interest
. namely, preserving public morals.”

It took the seven-member majority of the
court 22 pages of judicial smoke and mirrors
to conclude that “deviant sexual intercourse,
when performed by members of the same sex,

ig an act different from or more offensive than

any such conduct performed by members of

the opposite sex.” Along the way to finding
gay and lesbian sodomites “more offensive”
than their heterosexual counterparts, the
majority wandered through the Magna
Carta, the Emancipation Proclamation, Dr
Alfred Kinsey's report on sexuality, and the
Bible, The majority, however, never did man-

age to explain how permitting individuals of

the same sex to privately engage in acts of

sodomy would undermine public morals, but

Ls constitutional . . . even though it only applies to gays

permitting individuals of the opposite sex to
privately engage in acts of sodomy somehow
promotes public morality.

While it's hard for me to find much of any
thing in the majority’s opinion that’s well-rea
soned, I think the most absurd holding in the
opinion is the majority’s conclusion that the
Anti-Sodomy Statute does not distinguish
persons by their sexual orientation, Indeed,
the majority actually wrote that “while homo
sexuals may be disproportionately affected by
the statute, we cannot assume homosexual
conduct 1s limited only to those possessing a

homosexual ‘orientation.™

Writi
end of the spectrum, Hous

ton attorney Daryl Moore
meral practice and

s from the liberal

has ¢

wrd-certified tn civil
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reached at DarylMoore@

outsmartmagazine.com
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POLLING THE PEOPLE

OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

What does America think about gays and gay issues?

new survey sponsored by the non-

partisan Gill Foundation reinforces

some commaon ideas about the gay
civil rights movement and suggests new di
rections for organizational emphasis. It also
leaves much room for further study.

The survey offers some interesting in-
sights into gay opinion, Alas, there is not much
good news for gay congervatives. A healthy
plurality of gays (43 percent) consider them
selves politically “moderate.” But the next
largest group is self-described “liberals” (36
percent), followed by “conservatives” (11 per-
cent). Compare those numbers to the figures
for the general population, which is 40 percent
moderate, 35 percent conservative, and only
19 percent liberal

It could be that the self-deseribed “moder-
ate” category actually includes many people
with conservative policy preferences who
refuse to call themselves “conservative” be-

cause they associate the word with |‘-l'-1p|r'

. - e
Federal health officials estimate that 300,000 Americans are HIV-posiliye and donTlably it,

What do we think of ourselves?

like Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC). It would be
useful for future poll-takers to measure gays’
political self-identification against their ac-
tual positions on taxes, defense policy, capital
punishment, and the like. Then we'll know
how conservative gays really are.

On specific gay issues, there is some en-
couragement for those who emphasize the
importance of same-sex marriage. On a rank-
ing of issues “most important” to the gay com-
munity, legal recognition of same-sex
relationships finished first, with 35 percent.
Laws prohibiting employment discrimination
placed second on the list, with 27 percent
Hate crimes laws finished third at 22 per-
cent. Gays in the military finished dead last
(tied with gay .l!]n|.-t!|:rl.'-'~'. with ||I||.\-' eight per
cent of respondents considering it the top pri
ority. These findings may suggest a need for
gay organizations to re-order their priorities,

putting more emphasis on legal recognition of

gay relationships and less on hate crimes laws.

Perhaps more interesting is the survey’s
findings on the attitudes of the general
population.

First, the good news: A full 91 percent of
Americans now say they know someone gay.
The continual exhortation to individuals to
come out of the closei appears to have
worked. [t's unimaginable that a pre-Stone-
wall survey would have found such a high
number of Americans familiar with gays. Of
“familiar voters"™—those who know an openly
gay person—J36 percent know a gay co-
worker, 26 percent know a close personal
Writing from the conservative
|'H|H |r|."4’.".'| .»cl[:-re‘r.l'g.-
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continued from page 24

In other words, the majority concluded that
since it is possible for heterosexuals to en-
gage in homosexual conduct, a statute that
outlaws only homosexual conduct does not
single out homoesexuals. It keeps straight
people from committing homosexual sex
acts, too.

Right. And a government ban on Chris-
tian prayer does not single out Christians be-
cause it also prevents Jews from invoking
Jesus’ name. And an employer’s practice of
firing “persons” with breast cancer does not
single out women

Amazingly, upon reconsideration by the
full court, only the two judges who originally
declared the statute unconstitutional could
agree that a statute that permits “deviant
sexual conduct” between same-sex persans,
but permits “deviant sexual conduct” between
heterosexual persons, cannot in any way pro-

mote public morality. So, these two lonely

judges dissented.

In their dissent, they called “bull-—--" on
the hypoerisy of the majority opinion by
pointing out that “sodomy is either immaoral
or it is not. . . , The Legislature’s removal of
the prohibition on heterosexual sodomy while
retaining it for homosexual sodomy cannot be
explained by anything but animus toward the
persons it affects.”

Unfortunately, we will never know
whether one or more members of the majority
upheld the Anti-Sodomy Statute because they
have “animus” toward gay and leshian per-
sons. Was this decision reached because they
truly believe the statute is constitutional? Or
because they were afraid that they, too, would
be singled out, censured, or targeted by their
own party if they sided with the minority and
declared the statute unconstitutional? What
we do know is that seven Republicans de-
clared that it is constitutionally acceptable to
eriminally punish those who privately com-
mit an act of consensual sodomy with another
member of the same sex.

The Texas Legislature defines “sodomy”
as the eommission of “deviate sexual inter-
course with another individual of the same
sex.” “Deviate sexual intercourse” is defined
as “any contact between any part of the geni-
tals of one person and the mouth or anus of
another person; or . . . the penetration of the
genitals or the anus of another person with
an object.”

I hope the four men and three women who
signed onto the majority opinion remember
these statutory definitions the next time they
have to undergo a prostate or gynecological
exam. Because, under the statutory defini-
tions that these seven judges deemed constitu-
tionally acceptable, a prostate or gynecological

exam by a member of the same sex 1s an act of

sodomy that warrants criminal punishment in
the name of public morality.

Hopefully, the Fourteenth Court of Appels
will not be the last word on this issue as the
two “criminals” convicted of sodomy plan to
appeal the ruling to the all-Republican Texas
Court of Criminal Appeals. Then, if they lose
there, it will be up to the United States Su-
preme Court to decide whether heterosexual
sodomy promotes public morals, but same-sex
sodomy demeans them. Il

/ ealired, )/)}'( //('/f/!m
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friend who 1s gay, and 21 pereent imuw a gay
family member

The survey also reinforces the common
view that coming out powerfully affects the
attitudes of the people around you. “Famil-
iar voters” are more likely than non-famil-
iar voters to support hate crimes legislation
protecting gays (82 percent familiar vs. 74
percent non-familiar), employment dis-
erimination laws protecting gays (74 per-
cent vs. 58 percent), allowing gays to serve
openly in the military (64 percent vs. 46
percent), legal rvt'ngniiinn qzr,-;;muuqct civil
unions (47 percent vs. 22 percent), and
adoptions by gay parents (47 percent vs. 19
percent).

Unfortunately, the survey did not ask re-
spondents’ views on sodomy laws, which still
exist in 18 states.

“Familiar voters” are also more likely to
consider gay issues “important” in their vot-
ing decisions. They are correspondingly less
likely to support a candidate who expresses
negative views about gays.

Here's the bad news. If so many Ameri-
cans say they know a gay person, and if com-
ing out has such high impact, why does
prejudice persist? Has the coming-out strat-
egy reached the limits of its effectiveness?
What do we do now?

The answers are surely complicated. For
example, the survey concludes gays are
more likely to be open about their sexual ori-
entation with friends and even co-workers
than with family members. It would be use-
ful to know if pro-gay policy preferences cor-
relate with the degree to which someone
knows some gay person. Are people who
know an openly gay family member more
supportive than those who know only an
openly gay friend or an openly gay co-
worker? If so, il matters not just that we
come out, but o whom.

The answer to that question, too, awaits a
future study. But the Gill Foundation has
made a good start in helping us understand
ourselves and the people around us.

three bedrooms

haif baths

Please call me for more information on
these and other listings.
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' Bryan K.Williams COLDWELL
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| 281/236-5475 (cell)
2 4 S"'.'ILLH H.Jle(zN REALTORS
[ 5 Heights Biwd
\ H\I.I‘-\ll. ! .hl‘. 17008

For a virtual tour of this home and others, visit www.coldwellbankerhousion.com
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2 even though she'd never directed before, Encore plansg a irthday celebration [or
garet Sanchez (pottery ). b b S S g k gy Ui
the Hollywood Foreign Press (Golden Barbra on April 24 with a screening of The

Best Film and Barbra Main Kvent and The Way We Were. The

Globe) voted Yeni

FINE ARTS HOME SHOW

Whera: Heizhts Fire Station Community Center: 12th @ Yale | Best Director of 1983—the only woman Jarbra Streisand episode debuts April 4 on
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he Joffrey Ballet

of Chicago

Ravishing romanticism! Modern
movement! The exuberant Joffrey Ballet of
Chicago performs two works by company
f;;" L% co-founder Gerald Arpino... VIVA VIVALDI
",r’ and SECRET PLACES. More romance
' follows with Anthony Tudor’s theatrical
masterwork LILAC GARDEN, concluding

with Laura Deans’ CREATIVE FORCE.

presanmd by

SIA

SOCIETY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
Aringing the Workss Bect to Howston

Fri. & Sat. April 20 & 21, 2001
Jones Hall, 8:00 pm
Sat. Matinee April 21, 2:00pm

TIME WARNER
COMMUNICATIONS

“breathtakingly
beautiful”

— Chicago Sun Times

. ARTS 30 minutes
LB TALE prior to curtain

713-227-4SPA
ticketmaster

ticketmaster.com
Fiasta - Foley's - Kroger

o v

THE HUMPHREYS FOUNDATION

It feels so good
to have been framed by
Hollywood Frame Gallery!

Exquisite frame job
She must have been framed by
Hollywood Frame Gallery.

2431 Bissonnet

till 8 on Thurs 713/942-8885

FRAME GALLERY

Reel Framing for Real People
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Why Not Choose the
Title Company Who
Puts You #1?

Theatre New West's production of Bed, Boys and
Beyond stars (l-r) Jeff Dawson, Basil Andersan,
David Barron, Ronnie Boyd, & Laurence Edwards.

¢ Bed, Boys and Beyond 5 2 m

The Professional Team...

Which Proudly Serves Our Community

Epilight™
Hair Removal
Removes

‘ SRR S L e L ¢ Red, White & Tuna.
; Reservation 3334 4. Info 35322-2204 ton Williams invite you tc

At Houston Title Company, we never lose sight of the
stmple fact that you are our greatest asset, and we will provide

* K you with the quality service you deserve.

x *

*
HOUSTON TITLE
** ** COM PANY Star Properties Division

* * Galleria/Midtown

177 Post Oak Boulevard, Suite 100, Houston, Texas 77056
T13-626-9220

¢ for the Perferming

i lones Hall, 815 Louisiana

4 Dlnner with Friends. Two 40-somet

PERFORMING AR'I'S

e s . — E
nan who i FOR YOUNG PEOPL
Tickets

Thagtar o # The Clown That Ran Away. Take a magica

2rvations/more info:

@ S3IH0SSIIIV ‘HYIM TVYNSYI ‘HYIM WAD ‘Hvam N1 @

00} 1WA S
san at tha # After Hours Saturdays,
1 lobbey), ar ing the QMZ (Queer Music Z >
' KPFT 90,1 FM ———
: T ey & Lesbian & Gay Voices Mondays, 8-10 pr. Fea basichrothers.com * eroticattire.com
FINE(|EYEWEAR a the “Single Fertle Family" from D tures, news, music, Interviews, reviews, and commen 1232 Westheimer - Houstnn;rx - 77006

tary. KPFT 90.1 FM, 7

i A 713/522-1626 * Mon-Sat 10-9 + Sun 12-6
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LASIK - An Exciting Way
To See Things Differently

Know your Surgeon:

Mary T. Green, M.D., Ph.D., FA.C.S.

* MD, Bayler College of Medicine

* Ph.D. Tulane University

* Internship/Residency, Baylor College of Medicine
* Fellowship-Comea/Anterior Segment Surgery

* Fellow of the American Board of Ophthalmology
Fellow of the American College of Surgeons
Fellow of the International College of Surgeon
Post Graduate Research/Teaching

Private Practice, Houston, Texas since 1987

Al Eye Excellence, our mission is to combine
old-time values and caring with cutting edge
technology. Call now to schedule a
complementary laser vision consultation at
713-521-EYES (3937) or go fo our web site.

excellence (s

Clearly the Best in Toval Eye Care

4040 MILAM = HOUSTON, TX 77006
CALL TODAY- (713) 524-9932

Mon - Friday Sam - 10pm = Sat & Sun 8am - 8pm
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ART/PHOTOGRAPHY

# Art Classes for People With HIV The Arl:
League o[ Houston nng free art classes fo

info: 713/52

Houston -
AIDS, Patrick Palme

CALENDAR
DEADLINE

for OutSmart’s May issue:
Wednesday, April 11,5 p.m.

2001 sequoia__

F g
Cynthia Chang Jimmy Jones
Call me direct! Fleet Director
(281)235-5512 Call me direct!
changauto@msn.com (281)296-5352

Visit Us Today for ’rhe Besi Selection!

FTEELHEEﬂS

& TOYOTA WORLD

"Our Goal Is To Beat Any Deal By $2000"

O TI0L AOHYH

www.fredhaasfleetl @email.com
[281)297-7000 * 20400 I-45 North (2 exits north of Louetta)

Raymond West, reaLtor *

713.528.1800 orrice
281.686.1479 wmoene

rayfpositiveprop.com

LASER VISION CORRECTION

*$1199 EACH EYE

FREE'.M

- way to restore your 1)
without dependencon gla '

%) DIHGNI]S”(
Y EYE CENTER
Board Certified OphthalmologistSHes "
ders, M.D. Stewart Zuckerbrod,
TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER
6500 Fannin, Suite 1108 713.797.1500

BELLAIRE MEDICAL PLAZA
5420 Dashwood, Suite 200 713.668.9118
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GrooveOut

by Chris Sill

The state of mind with its own soundirack

F

o chill or not to ehill?” Onee a question

eommonly asked by ravers, the term

“chill-out” served as a description for
a room at an underground rave party where
one could escape the frenzied energy of the
party. Soothing music and visuals aided the
recovery process, and soon the chill-out room
became a vital part of the party. As the
phrase “chill-out” found its way into the
mainstream, so did the style of music often

associated with it.

But long before the chill-out sounds of

raves existed, the origins of its music were
being ereated in the early "70s by genre pio
neers Brian Eno, Can, Tangerine Dream, and
others. Dubbed “ambient,” the music’s pur-
pose was to complement an environment, pro-
viding a background of sound that could be
repeatedly listened to or completely ignored.
With leaps in computer advancements in the
past two decades, sounds from all genres
have been fused together to create new
hybrids in music. Chill-out combines ele-
ments of dance and ambient, resulting in
downtempo electronic beats with often jazzy
or ethnie influences.

While some chill-out is certainly
danceahle, the mood remains relaxed and
laidback. Save the hands-in-the-air anthems
and glow sticks for the clubs—chill-out takes
you somewhere else.

“When you're out in a club you're usually
in a hyperactive mindset,” says Houston
clubber Brendan Stuart. “Chill-out music is
good for putting you in a different mood. It's
not something that’s going to make you jump
off the wall.”

Stuart also says he'’s noticed an inerease
in the popularity of the music among his
friends. Perhaps some of the club music has
become too repetitive and people are craving

something else. “With the variety of new
downtempo music available, people are look-
ing for different options for pleasure listen-
ing,” he says.

Debbie Ratliff, store manager for
Soundwaves on Montrose, agrees, “We play a
lot of chill-out in-store, and the response from
customers 18 very strong,” ghe Eays. “Most
people are not aware of this style of music,
but find it's an alternative to the mainstream
sound.” Rathiff explains that chill-out serves
as an in-between point to radio and club mu-
sic. “You still get a vibe and a groove, but it’s
fresh.” She adds that the sound has been
slower to catch on in the States because so
much of it is imported from overseas.

Today ehill-out has risen out of the un-
derground to find new life in a variety of
places ranging from hotel lounges to restau-
rants. Immensely popular in Europe, chill-
out provides the soundtrack to some of that
continent’s hippest clubs and lounges. Just
west of the Place Vendome in Paris stands
Hotel Costes. Inside the restaurant and har
you'll find DJ Stephane Pompougnac adjust-
ing the atmosphere with a sultry selection of
sounds ranging from chill-out to samba. His
sets have earned so much attention from the
hotel’s international crowd that they have
been compiled on CD. Hotel Costes, Costes
La Suite, and Costes Etage 3 each capture
the feeling of one of Paris's coolest spots with
seamless sophistication. Also hailing from
Paris is design guru Claude Challe’s Buddha
Bar. Once a trendy eatery set in a subterra-
nean cavern-like space, Buddha Bar has
now almost become a tourist attraction due
to its popularity. Still, Challe's uncompro-
mising musical taste endures on a collection
of CDs. For an aural feast of world sounds,
check out Buddha Bar, Buddha Bar I, and
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the just released Buddha Bar I1I. Other
titles worth investigating from Challe are
Nirvana Lounge (pictured above) and Flving
Carpet. Another tasty slice of Parisian chill-
out can be found on the new release Mezza-
nine De 'Alcazar.

Amsterdam’s answer to Costes and
Buddha Bar can be found on Supperciub
FPresents: Lounge and NL. Both NL and
Supperelub serve two main courses of deli-
cious music: downtempo and deep house.
Although slightly harder to find than their
French counterparts, both are excellent
choices for wining and dining friends.

Back in America, where record companies
are starting to notice the renewed interest in
chill-out, comes the Nettwerk Records compi-
lation Chillout 2001. A healthy mix of am-
bient, techno, and trip-hop makes this
compilation’s focus more electronica in
nature. Guidanee Recordings out of Chicago
offers Doubis and Convicttons by Trouble
makers. This full-length album of down-
tempo grooves adopts the more soulful
elements from jazz and funk and adds a bit of
French film noir for fun. In America, the
prime city for chill-out is San Francisco. For
chill-out from the city by the bay check out
Om Recordings’ Om Lounge Series.

Call it a trend, but chill-out is back and
reaching new audiences of all ages in places
other than raves. Its unobtrusive nature
gives it a versatility and appeal that most
other forms of electronic
music lack. To chill or not
to chill is no longer the
question. The question is
how long it will last.
Chres Sill spins tunes af

Rich's and can be reached
at esill@infohwy.com.

photograph
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“The classic cocktail lounge with a
cool, contemporary twist.”

meteor

Urban | Video | Lounge

An entirely new kind of place
for Houston’s Gay Community.

Hitting Houston this May.

2306 Genesee at Fairview

Now Hiring
713.521.0123

Medical Esthetics

The Skin Rejuvenation Cenfer

Specializing in
Micro Dermabrasion
[Reduces fine lines, wrinkles
& damage from sun and age)
Chemical Peels
(Glycolove, Jessner & TCA)
Acne Scarring & Treatments
Botox (erases wrinkles around
forehead & eyes) * Collagen
Permanent Make-up « Cellex-C
MD Forte Skin Care Products

Treatments are
supervised by

our board
_certified Physician,
Dr. N. Kashwani

Call today
L (713)776-3906
¥ (713)412-8030

or e-mail us
drnazk@aol.com

7048 Bissonnet = (713)776-3906

96 Berry Road @ Fulton « (7130699-0500 - 4040 Broadw:
4114 Avenue “H" Rosenburg « (281) 342.7

We Offer On-site:

OB/GYN Services » Pharmacy Lab and X-Ray

We Accept:

HMOs « PPOs » Medicare » Medicaid & Major Credit Cards

Now With 4 Locations = No Long Waits « No Appointment Necessary
Open 6 Days A Week « Extended Hours

Fumily Practice » lmpotence « Viagra « STD
. HIV « Work/ School/ Immigration Physicals « Aute Accidents
| Physical Therapy « Work Related T juries « Weight Control
Leg Veins Treatment = Treatment For
Skin Conditions « §5 icre :

Pediatrics & Gynecology » Diabetes = Asthma General Medical
Control Pills & Shots » Hypertension

Prohlems »

MED-CURE
PRIMARY CARE

‘our Family Doctor Serving ALL in
Our Con1n1unir_\‘. '“:Id:l}‘.
Tomorrow & Always!
N. Keshwani, MLD., EA A F.P, Medical Director

www.med-cure.net

ing/Avne & Other

Anxiety & Stress Management

(7131644-3602
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yon're in?

(actor, 10 Things | Hats About You)

Mowvigline, 4/2001, Stephen allo)

Stephen Rebello: What types

of films would you love to do!
Heath Ledger: Musicals, like
those amazing ones with Gene
Kelly and Judy Garland

at made me want

They're wh
to do movies in the first place.
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(actor, The Hogan Family, Little House on the Prairie)
(Out, 3:2001, Doug Brantley)
Re: CBS’s new sitcom Some of My Best Friends
At press time, studio execs were considering
renaming the show Me and Frankie £, though
Bateman admits,”lIt's a little sitcom-y for me,"” and
adds that cast and crew have bandied about
Everybody Loves Rimming as well.
Certainly a far cry from Little House on the
Prairie. "Oh,” Bateman jokes, “you'd be surprised

Musicals transport us to other how many characters on thal show were gay.”
places. . . . | guess in some

}ll'elp]l“h EVes, guys Iiilli['ill.l_'

LEFT Warren [JASON BATEMAN, lelt), who is gay,
takes in Frankie, o straight roommate [DANNY NUCCI|

in the new CBS sitcom Some of My Best Friends.

around ecan look queeny, but
I think it's very, very cool
RIGHT Cindy Mcauliff (LISA EDELSTEIN, left] was o

malete-female transsexval who became involved with

Mark Albert [(JAMES LeGROS| in Ally McBea!

BOTTOM KERR SMITH starred in last yvear's super

I it the ‘r/m/zse-

L B B B O B BN B BN B BN B O NN B NI B NN N AN N R NN N NN NN NN N

(actress, Dude, Where's My Car?) natural thriller Final Destination
7 M : ael Moses) '@ | { ! I : E
7 : ; : Compiled by Blase DiStetano
y(}:‘t Nﬁr;’tf “I think it’s fair to say that
Scott [Foley] gets more jeal-
ous than I do. However, on (actress, Relativity, Ally McBeal)
the night before our wed (Out, 372001, Christine Champagne)

ding, I turned on the TV and When the producers of Ally McBeal needed an
actress to play attorney Mark Albert’s . . . male-to-
female transsexual love interest, . . . they actually
sought out Lisa Edelstein for the role. I wasn't
quite sure how to take it, but | decided ‘flattering
was the best way fo go.’

Edelstein . . . first lit up the small screen in 1996
as Relativity's resident lesbian. .

“At first, | was wondering if | would upset any
body because | don't actually have a penis," she
says. "But then | decided if they were going to hire
any woman, it should be me, because | know so
many trannies that | felt like | could do the role with
a certain amount of dignity.”

&= pm*ienc.:c: vour body's _
: e # there was the Felicity epi-
fu” f.n:den’riu! na sode in which Tyra Banks
= straddles Scott and thrusts
Lil"uiquf’ retreat f'o}' exercisa, her ta-tas in his face. He was
like, ‘T'yra Banks i1s hot." 1
thought, ‘Oh, how nice.™
AVAILABLE: Garner flashes a wicked

smile. “But what can you do?

She is hot—I'd kiss her.”

) . .
T:)L"PSL'H\I.'J [L‘F\L.":L‘l—('llh_' l.‘.\'. \._f?'l'.'.‘LtrJ} Tl'L1|i‘\[|'\Ci
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Fithess Assessments

Nutritional Guidance

(director, Gia, Original Sin) " r -~
(director, Gia, Original Sin) actor, Dawson's Creek)

Exercise F’J*CSCI'”—"‘“OHS {Cur, 3/2001, Eadie Shapiro)

Owt, 3/2001, Jelirey Epstain)
There was one letter | got from a kid who said, ‘'l was watching [Dawson's
Creek], and it's amazing how much my life parallels yours on the show.
After | watched the episodes when you came out, | turned off the
television set, | walked upstairs into my parents’ bedroom, and |

told them | was gay.’ It was then that | realized the amount of re-
sponsibility coming along with a role like this.”

“I'm not specifically attracted to stories that involve homosexu
ality, mainly because I'm a little leery of anything that's an
i1ssue story,” he says. “That can be limiting. Watching Queer as
Folk, I asked mysell, “Does my work have to be recognizably
gay? Would it be better if I was waving the flag in everything [

write and do? It's politically important, but it isn't who I am. 1

MUSCLE
MECHANICS"

PERSONAL TRAINING STUDIO

a5 L S 3510

BY APPOINTMENT. CALL NOW.

617 Richmond Avenue in Montrose

hope people don't think, *Oh, he's gay. but nobody knows it, so
what good is he? I'd like to think that in our writing, we aren’t
trapped by what we do with our dicks. You want to be out

there, but you want to be out there for all of you.”

\aciress/singer)

(Entertainment Weekly, 2/9/2001, Chris Nashawaty

The professional provocateur . . . joked that the reason she
signed up for Julie Johnson [a film recently sereened at the
Sundance Film Festival| was costar Lili Tayvlor. Said Love, “1

]

wanted to make out with Lili. I

e ——
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REMEMBERING
RICHARD WIEDERHOLY

We at Riva’s I[talian Restaurant wish to
honor the memory of Richard 8. Wiederhaolt
and to help earry out his wishes as far as

id of his HIV.
station it

I1it mv tr
gic because of all the
d. But it's a gift because ['ve r

allowed to

I'm doir
now is prob-
.Eill].‘.

the most pro

du

grasp of
people. ['m

worki

Richard Wiederholt

to elimin
homophobia. We are normal people.”

On Monday, April 30, 6-9 p.m., a free buf-
fet with soft drinks will be d in Richard’s
Memory

please)

ss Chnie. One

clinie to help people with HIV. —Michae!

Siboyeh, owner Riva's

The Bayou City Boys Club announced
that Lust IX
fundraiser will be Saturday, April 14. Music

Jun dance party and
will be provided by recor
cuit DJ Warren Gluck,
bring to He on th

s the t

sland 1"-'_’”!‘ mg pe

s 1n Ne
lawn." Gluck
ently spun at the White Party 2000,

2001, and

5, which this ye
Arrow Project, the WAM Foundation, the
Kolbe Foundation, the istance Fund, the

Houston Buyers Club, and the Center for

48

AIDS. Ju
venue this vear, the Space (

Lust mo 1 new, larger
Entertain-

ment Center in the warehouse dis

April 14, 10

hours of Easter morning, 3301

Jungle Lust IX is Sunday

Tickets are $40 in advance,

. and for students over 21

h a valid student [D, Advance tic
railable at Bas

8 are
: Brothers, and may be pur-

1t at Lobo Book-

online at

chased the day of the e

store; or order tick

www. bayoueityboyselub.org

BUNNIES ON THE BAYOU-
THE BUNNIES STORY

Easter Sunday, 1979. A few friends
sitting around their apartments, bored. They

a2 and have a little

ster Sunday 1980: Th

ple d de to have anothe
their apartment complex. They call a few
friends, who call a fi ore of their frien

another great party!

md. Invitations g

out, Large and more
Mid-1980s: HIV has become a social buzz
word. There are many friends sick and in
need. Idea: An Easter party where the guests
bring food for those who are sick and cannot

afford it. Or
not en room. T

Too many gues
70 0N, and
Bunnies on the yu™ is born. The hosts
find a new location—the brand-new Wortham
Plaza, downtown.
Now, after two decades: Easter Sun
day is a day that me:
music. In the
s has ra
,and 1
events, with attendance approaching
eeding 000 guests per year.
At r to be with friends and meet new
ones on E Sunday. (From the Bunnies
on the B
whi
from

vour photo 11

John Catalant at

S.0.5.’S
“TASTE OF THE NATION”

Share Our Strength
e of the Natio

s throwing its an-

niual “Tas nd and wine tast-

ing on Sunday, April 22, with a feast thrown
40 of the ci
arring in more than 80 cities, it 18

s more sumptuous restau-
benefit to fight

s, with

from such plac Annie, Mark

Tasca, Tony Ruppe’s, benjy’s, Prego, the Re
wood Grill, the Rainbow Lodge, the Daily
Review,

Brennan's,

I L)
Deli will

e

goodies

available.

0O u r

At last year's 5.0.5.
ot Strength
4 that is

to distribute money to anti-hunger

is a national nonprofit founded in 19
worki
and anti-poverty organizations.

The S.0.8, ste of the Nation will he
Sunday, April 22, 4-7 p.m., on the meadow at
Club & Spa, 111

-8624 for more

the Houstonian Hole
Post OQak Lane. Call
ion. Tickets ar

H.A.T.C.H. PROM

The Houston Area Teen Coalition of Ho-
1.A.T.C.H.) will hold its annual
on Friday, May 4, at the Mag 1

Ballroom. Since m

informat

mose

Houston high schools
still think of pron

the HAT.C.H. prom giv
nity youth their own prom 1

our commaun-
ht. Youth and
free entry, while
nation 1s requested from other
care to attend.
H.AT.C.H. provides safe soci

ments for homosexual youth, offers role mod-

al environ-

h opportunit
uth to become
‘or information about

or about HA T.C.H.
mail

contribute

the prom, being

in general, cs
atchyouth.org




DESIGNED FOR HIV

KALETRA™ is for the treatment of HIV infection in combination with other antiretraviral (ARV) agents.
This is based on analyses of plasma HIV RNA levels and CDy4 T-cell counts in a controlled study

of KALETRA of 24 weeks' duration and in smaller, uncontrolled, dose-ranging studies of KALETRA of
72 weeks' duration.

At present, there are no results from controlled trials evaluating the effect of KALETRA on the
clinical progression of HIV.

KALETRA helps fight HIV

KALETRA, when taken with other HIV medicines, has been shown to reduce the amount of HIV in the blood and
increase the number of CDy T-cells. However, KALETRA is not a cure for HIV infection or AIDS. The long-term
effects of KALETRA are not known at this time either. Individuals taking KALETRA may still develop opportunistic
infections or other conditions associated with HIV infection.

Over 24 weeks, most patients found that they could stay with a KALETRA-based regimen. Only 2% of 326
patients stopped taking KALETRA because of drug-related side effects (12% stopped for other reasons).

KALETRA is taken twice daily—in the morning and evening. Your healthcare professional will tell you how much
KALETRA lo take. KALETRA is to be taken with your choice of food, but there are no rules on what you eat or how
much liguid you drink. KALETRA is also available as a liquid.

Safety considerations

KALETRA should not be used with ergotamine, ergonovine, dihydroergotamine, and methylergonavine
such as Cafergot®, Migranal®, D.H.E. 45® Ergotrate Maleate, Methergine® and others, Halcion® (triazolam),
Hismanal® (astemizole), Orap® (pimozide), Propulsid® (cisapride), Rythmol® (propafenone), Seldane®
(terfenadine), Tambocor™ (flecainide), Versed® (midazolam).

Taking certain drugs with KALETRA could create the potential for life-threatening side effects.
Always talk to your doctor or pharmacist before starting new medications.

KALETRA should not be taken if you have had an allergic reaction to KALETRA (lopinavir/ritonavir)
or any of its ingredients.

Pancreatitis and liver problems have been reported in patients receiving KALETRA, In some patients taking
protease inhibitors, increased bleeding (in patients with hemophilia) and diabetes/high blood sugar have
occurred. Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients receiving ARV therapy. Some patients
receiving KALETRA have had large increases in triglycerides and cholesterol, which should be monitored
before and during therapy.

The most commonly reported KALETRA-related side effects of moderate severity are: abnormal stools,
diarrhea, feeling weak/tired, headache, and nausea

For more information about KALETRA: Call 1-800-441-4987 toll free.

Ask your doctor or other healthcare professional.

Please see adjacent page for Patient Information,

Cafergot® is a ragistered trademark of Sandoz Pharmaceuticals. D.HE. 458 and Migranal® are registered trademarks of Novartis Pharmaceuticals
Halcion® is a registered frademark of Pharmacia & Upjohn. Hismanal® and Propulsid® are registered trademarks of Janssen Pharmaceutica, Ine

Cirap® is a registered trademark of Gate Pharmaceuticals, Fythmol® is a registered trademark of Knoll Laboratories. Seldane® is a ragistered trademark
of Hoachst Marion Roussel, Tambocor'™ is a trademark of 3M Pharmaceuticals. Versed® is a registered trademark of Roche Laboratories

Printed in US.A

Abbott Laboratories Inc.

North Chicago, IL 680064
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KALETRA™
(lopinavir/ritonayir) capsules
{lopinavir

ALERT: Find vut about drugs that should NOT be
"MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH KAl

mavir) oral solution

¢ alvo resd the section

en with KALETRA. Ple

Genenic Name: | pioavirritonavis
(lop-1N -uh-veer/rit-ON-uh-veer)
Read this leafle E efire | . taking L.‘\I.I'I'R.‘\ Also, mead
presc i
when you st

k ups Ask your .lnt-ll |I vou hovve any quess

What is KALETRA and how does it wurt"
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of two me
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KALE

HIV in
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KALETRA re
{1 nt of HIV |
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Does KALETRA cure HIV or AIDS?
RALETRA does not cure HIV infection or AIDS. The long-term effects of KALETRA are not known at
this time. People taking KALETRA may still get opportunistic infections er other conditions that happen
with HIV infection. Some of these conditions are poeumonia, herpes vires infections, and Mycobacierium
avium complex (MAC) infections,

Does KALETRA reduce the risk of pass:ng HIV to others?

RALETRA does i

» You dhould

i

et or St

change

KALETRA 1o others or take

1IN e
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i mext dose,

bed dose of this medscine, contact your local powsen control
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Before you take Viegra® (sildenafil) with KALETRA, talk to vour doctor about prablems these two medicines
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by E. ].Arnell

Finally filling the crumbling space on lower Westheimer,
Katz's Deli satisfies midnight cravings (and any other time) with greasy gusto

atz’s Deli is like &
Disney reincarna-
tion of a real New
York-style neighborhood
deli. The attempt at authen-
ticity comes from a multi-
tude of easily recognizable
Big Apple paraphernalia,
which are plastered over ev

erything in this two-story

eatery on Westheimer. The
visual stimuli keep vou well
entertained until your food
arrives; after that, it's hard
to notice anything else

Some of you may have

fond memories of

Cantina & Tagueria, the

Mexican restaurant that
once occupied this space,
With its authentic food and
funky late-night atmo
sphere, Tila’s became a Houston landmark
to such an extent that when owner Clive
Duaval left Houston, the closing of the restau-
rant was covered by all the local TV stations.
(Tila Hidalgo Leach and her recipes were the
inspiration behind Clive and you can take a
walk down memary lane at her restaurant,
the Original Tila's, on Shepherd Drive in
River Oaks.) After this icon closed, the beau-
tiful big white building that had towered
over the heyday of '80s Montrose went into a
decade-long collapse.

The neighborhood welcomed the good-
looking brown brick building that replaced
the wreckage. Father and son team Mare and
darry Katz decided to branch out from their
popular Austin location and continue the
family tradition in Houston. Barry is the fifth
generation of restaurateurs. Check out the

endearing family photos on the inside cover of

Katz's menu. Why Texas? Why not? Mare
Katz closed a restaurant in Queens to open

Katz's deli in Austin in 1979 and has never

looked back
Walking into Katz’s, vou are immediately

met with visual temptations from the long

glass display case showing off desserts and

sandwich meats. Anything that is served in

“Here’s a rule | recommend,”

the restaurant is for sale—by the slice or by
the pound—from the deh

The bar area on the main floor wraps
around Westheimer, with dark-green-
painted French doors looking out onto the
street. One downside: For nonsmoking din-

ers at non-peak times, you must share the

downstairs eating area with the smokers,

which can get uncomfortably smoky. Overall,
Katz’s has a fun-filled atmosphere in a
bright and comfortable décor, ideal for ful-

filling any greasy craving.

This 1s not a health-conseious restaure
and it does not pretend to be. If you phone in
and get put on hold, you'll hear the energetic
recorded message from Mare Katz in which
he brags that his favorite. the cheesecake
shake, is

the kind of place where you go to stuff your

“a heart attack in a glass.” This is

face with food that you know is bad for you

but tastes yummy. The portions are outra-
geous! It's impossible to leave feeling hungry
and even more difficull to walk out without a
drag in your step.

Omne of the tastiest items on the menu is
the Brooklyn deli patty melt made from
.5, prime Angus beel. At $7.95, it’'s a har-
gain meal. Two pieces of Jewish rye breac

said actress Tallulah Bankhead. "Never
practice two vices at once.” (Why you might not want to eat Katz’'s
Reuben and Katz's Cobb Salad at one sitting.)

are grilled and filled with a
half-pound burger, melted
American cheese, sautéed
onions, and mushrooms. [t
comes with a cheese-stuffed
potato or French fries. The
buttery toasty bread goes
wonderfully with the cheesy
beef and flavorful wveg-
etables. ¥

n crunch threugh
the strong rye and hit warm
Boney protein

The nine-page menu 18
stocked with everyv imagin-
able deli item and many Jew-
ish favorites. The greatest
thing is that “Katz’s Never

i Kloses,” so you can have a

hig-eat fix—including break-
fast—any time of day, They
serve appetizers, soups, sal-
ads, sandwiches, burgers,
steaks, grilled fish, open-faced sandwiches,
large choices of sides, and a variety of egg
dishes. If you have room, there's a full page
devoted to desserts

As this is a Kosher-style deli, you'll have
the opportunity to try some Jewish food. For

instance, their award-winning matzo ball,
chicken, and noodle soup is a hearty begin-

ning. Yet, stay aw from the kasha

varniska—sounds exotic, but it's really just
drab bowtie buckwheat pasta served with

gravy. The potato knish is a winner, with its
light and flaky pastry, as is the homemade
chopped chicken liver with horseradish,
served as an appetizer with rye toast and
deep-fried caramelized onions.

For breakfast, the Kosher-style tacos are
good. Serambled egg. chopped salami, spicy
. and potato pancake are rolled up in
three flour tortillas with salsa on the side.
The crunchiness of the potato with the chewy
meat and soft egg makes for an interesting
combination of textures in this tasty break-
fast dish. The pecan pancakes come highly
recommended by manager Barry Ruth. The
cheese blintzes with blueberry sauce are
good, but a little too sweet for morning. As a

deszsert, they'd be great. —+

WSrant
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In the mood for a huge sand-
wich? Be prepared to make deci-
sions with over 30 to choose
from. You must try the Reuben if
you're a sauverkraut fan. It's
their signature dish and would
hold its own against any Brook-
lyn competitor. The Reuben is
Friday's daily special and comes
with fries for $8.75.

If you want to challenge the
flexibility of your jaw, then order
the Kosher-style kountry klub. I
had to remove quite a few of the
slices of turkey before [ could get
my mouth around the sandwich.
They replace the more tradi
tional pork bacon with beef ba
con, making for a flavorful
change. According to the menu,
you can get a free bucket of pick-
les on request. The pickles are a
good way to break up the bites of
sandwich. They have a great
snap to them and their strength
tickles your nose. [ can't imagine
eating a bucket, however.

The sandwiches and burgers
are the best offerings on the New York! 24 hours Uddy.

menu, but there are also “Chef

r s Family.” Vacation
: 'ackage Specialis'f%}

Ask about our special packages and cruises
to Las Vegas, Jamaica, Nassau and Arubal!

i

ik \ I/
7

e _
% oﬂﬂwga\*““ GRAND TRAVEL & CRUISE

et "w

JAY © 281565 3288 W satissatac o 17
LOLA 713.963.8344

JAY@GRANDTRAVELCRUISE.COM
*Includes roundirips air, hotel accommodations and tronsfoss
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Q: How do you get to Carnegie Hall? A:
Practice, practice, practice. Katz’s may
not be the Carnegie Deli, but their
splashy foyer is rehearsing New York

Barry's dinner suggestions,” a variety of dishes in-
cluding open-faced turkey and beef sandwiches, pot
roast, corned beef and cabbage, roast chicken or tur-
key, with choice of sides. One way to sample the
sides is to order Katz’s pick 3, which gives you the
choice of three of the 19 sides.

The dessert page offers standard classics, such as
earrot cake, apple pie, caramel fudge cheesecake, and
jumbo hot fudge sundaes. With prices ranging $3.95

to $6.95, they may be steep and sweet, but they will

beer and wine, and an exceptional array of nonalco
holie drinks, including freshly squeezed orange and
grapefruit juice, lemonade, handmade milk shakes,
and floats. If vou're going to go for an indulgent meal,
yvou might as well go all the way.

However, as fun as the food is—it doesn't im-
prove the service, which, on oceasion, is as sloppy as
a Kosher-style foot-long hot deg with sauerkraut
and onions. With lots of free parking behind the
building and aeross the atreet, it's easy to drop in to
pick up an order to go, or to settle in for a meal. Be
prepared to wait on the weekends as Houston's cu-
rious deli diners flock to Katz's for a fix. Cozy up to
the bar and be patient, just like any real New
Yorker would. Il

Kaotz's Bar and Deli
616 Westheimer @ Crocker 51, = 713/521.3838
Open 24 hours, 7 days a week

Thank You
QutSmart

Readers!

ftalian Restaurant
Since 1977
1117 Missouri St.
713/529-3450

Come and

Join Us

One block north of Westhenmer

ofl Montros:

fill you from head to feet. There is a fair collection of

L2, A Taste of Houston
V@ i Tapas-style reviews

QutSmart Restaurant Guide

A note about our “tapas” dining reviews: You may have noticed
that our advertisers are listed in our tapas section. Biased? You
bet! By advertising in OutSmart, our advertisers are indicating that
the business of the gay & lesbian community is important to
them—and that’s important to us at OutSmart. Of course, there
are many other excellent and supportive restaurants out there,
and we rotate mention of them into our tapas section.

BabaYega

2607 Grant St. (Missouri St.)

713/522-0042

A Montrose institution, Sometimes we're tempted to eat here every day, it's so
homey and healthy.We especlally love Tuesday pasta night ($9.95 for the pasta du
jour and a glass of wine), their “Old Smokey” noshing platter of salmon with
accoutrements, their in-house sesame dressing, Sunday brunch, and almost any of
their specials. If you're feeling outdoorsy, you have the choice of their open patio
under the trees, the covered patio, or the porch facing their secret garden. $

Café Chino

6140 Village Pkwy (bfw Amherst & Times)

713/524-4433

600 Travis (tunnel level @ Texas)

713/223-1011

Houston Chronicle food editor Ann Criswell was dead on when she referred to
Café Chino's ethereal seared green beans as “a little slice of heaven” Owner
Eddie Chen prides himself on his glass-enclosed kitchen and piping hot wok, and
he should: each dish is meticulously prepared, and-try as they might-no other
restaurant can duplicate those famous green beans, or that wonderfully textured
cashew shrimp and chicken.And, contrary to its Hunan label, Chen added sushi
to his already winning menu early last year. 5%

Chapultepec

813 Richmond Ave. (@ Montrose)

713/522-2365

A sentimental favorite, and the place where the bold and beautiful can nurse their
hangovers 24 hours a day. Get a bite of Tex-Mex at its best—no lard, only the freshest
meats and vegetables, and the nicest owners you'll ever meet Francisco Valle and wife
Thelma came across the Mexican border with four quarters and created a Richmond
haven that's stood in its original spot for over 25 years, Olé. §

Chianti

1515 South Post Oak Lane

713/840-0303

Sequestered in a little pocket of Tanglewood, this ltalian sleeper exudes quaint—
from the streamlined rustic ltalian food to its sunken greenhouse of a dining
room. Befitting its setting, the menu offers classic garden-variety talian, except
for the extraordinary stuffed artichoke, Insalata Caprese, and a spinach- and
ricotta-stuffed ravioli lounging in a butter-sage pool with a simplicity that's
almost startling. It's available for private parties in arguably the most pictur-
esque setting in Houston (picturesque save for the ultra-hip martini bar tacked
on to its western hip). 3%

Churrascos

2055 Westheimer (@ S.Shepherd), 713/527-8300; 9705 Westheimer (@ Gessner),
713/952-1988; 1320 W. Bay Area Blvd. (Friendswood), 281/461-4100

The best thing that’s happened to carnivorous Dixie since barbecue. The opera-
tive word here is beef—mouth-watering. succulent prime beef tenderloin basted
with their signature chimichurri sauce (made from olive cil, fresh garlic, parsley,
and spices) and char-grilled to order. Great grilled vepetables, empanadas, and
seafood, too, bur the piéce de résistance is the creamy tres leches dessert, which
other restaurants have failed to imitate successfully. $3%

Crostini

2411 5. Shepherd

713/524.8558

Alrhgugh Chef Chai Rapesak is Thal, he openg}d Crostini five years ago because
he loved pasta, and his inventive “contemporty ltalian™ dishes are most delicately
intriguing, Taking fresh Thai herbs he creates such dishes as lemongrass pasta,

s200 beer

ocktails

i

THE LOVETT INN

Distinctive Lodeing and Catering Accommodations

Historic Accommodations = Corporate Meeting Rooms
* Bunquet Facilities * Jacuzzi Suites ® Pool/Hot T
o Near Downtown, Musenms and Medical Center

501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006
(713) 522-5224 = (800) 779-5224
Fae (713) 528-6708 Lovetting, com |

YOU'LL LOVE IT!
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Java Java Cafe

inthe Keights

' Th - Fr

e
7:30AM—-9PM

Sat

&:30AM—-9PM

Sun

8:30AM—-3PM

871 W. 17¢h S¢t. - Nouston Heights
713.880-JAJ4

Happy Hour
5-1 Mon-Fri
with FREE
Appetizers
at the bar

Free Valet Parking

Dinner Mon - Thur 5-10
Fri - Sat 5-11
Sun 3-10

2411 5. Shepherd - T13/524.8558

Lunch Mon - Fri 11-2
Sun Brunch 11-3

4 , HouWeb
! ‘ g ) Development

56

Your local source for quality website developnient.

Here at HouWeb Development, we take the
mystery out of developing your website and make
it easy, fun, personal and affordable at a price you
can predict. You know up front what your costs
will be, no hidden charges. Of course we are
available for large custom projects as well, since
our specialty is pre-IPO site development. Please
see our information page on the website for a
complete list of packages, services and pricing.

Phone: (713) 977-5775 Website: www.houweb.com
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salmon griglia brushed with ginger balsamic vinegar, and papaya salad in a spicy
lime vinaigrecte with feta cheese. Or try the popular appetizer Shrimp Crostini,
stuffed with crabmeat and topped with sliced portobelle mushroom, mozzarella
and sweet jalapeno sauce. All served in the sedate open room with its facade of
French doors curving along Shepherd, brick-colored walls, reddish woed chairs
and jazz in the background. $§

Dish

2300 Westheimer

713/528-2050

Sleek and stylish, Dish offers a refined American menu at fabulous prices,
Sister restaurant of Benjy's in the Village, Dish continues in cheffowner Aaron
Guest's commitment to a singular dinning experience at affordable prices
For starters, try the arugula salad, or the fried goat cheese and wild mush-
rooms turnovers, Qur pork chop and salmon entrees had the entire table
vying for first dibs on our plate. More than just the flavor of the month, this is
the place to see and be seen. §%

Droubi Brothers Mediterranean

648 Polk Streer

713/651-9377

You won't get excited over the cafeteria-like surroundings—it’s the very authen-
tic Eastern-Mediterranean food that wins one over. If you work downtown, want
a quick and satisfying spat for lunch, and your co-workers don't mind you having
garlic breath, then you must try this place. Pita sandwiches are fast, cheap, and
good. For vegetarians, try the one filled with falafel, tomatoes, onions, pickles and
tahini, with a small house salad at $3.95, Can't decide, try the sampler platter,
with two dolmas (grape leaves stuffed with ground beef and rice), tabouli salad, a
kibby (it’s like a very flavorful deep fried meat ball), hummus, and baba ghanouj
with warm pita bread for dipping. $

Estancia Grill

414 West Gray

713/807-1111

An open grill is the focal point of the kitchen at this casual upscale eatery. Already
known for its Argentinian dishes, the new menu features cuisine from all of the
Americas including Mexico and other Latin American countries. The bar menu
serves up mouth-watering tapas. Also served are pastas, steaks and seafood en-
trees along with a variety of soups, salads and sandwiches all of which reflect the
bald flavors of South America. Best of all, chef Greg Webb promises to dish up
some of his favorite items, most notably the Opal Duckling. The atmosphere
sparkles with simple elegance and the service is attentive. $$

Gugenheim’s Delicatessen

1708 Post Oak Blvd. (@ San Felipe)

113/622-2773

Open wide and you still won't be able to close your mouth around one of these
famous triple stackers Where else but this New York clone can you order a beef
brisket “jawbreaker™ and have enough left over for the next two nights? Giant
matzo balls, crispy potato pancakes served with dollops of sour cream and apple
sauce, cheese-filled blintzes, and the flakiest knishes to rival either of those other
coasts. Knishes, blintzes, you ask? Don't ask. Just eat! $

Java Java

911 11th Street

713/880-5282

A comfortable neighborhood restaurant that exemplifies the homey Heights, serv-
ing brealkfast, lunch, and weekend dinner specials: Thursday is chicken fried steak
night, Friday is seafood, and Saturday is prime rib.With a mural outside and the
purple medley of painted plaster walls and rustic cement floors, owner Matt
Parson has created a cozy “just settle yourself in" atrmosphere. The menu offers
healthy sandwichs, burgers, and pastas, and a salad bar worth visiting. A new coy-
ered patio is filled with tropical plants “from the yards of everybody who works
here," says longtime waiter Richard."We're all plant freaks and | said it doesn't
make sense to go spend a lot of money on plants when we all have mere than we
know what to do with." $

Serving the community for 25 years
Houston’s Premier Bakery
Sandra Bubbert

604 W. Alabama
Houston, Texas 770006

Tel 713/520-1484
Fax 713/520-1044

Handcrafted

Commitment Bands

Galleria I, Level Il = Town & Country Mall » 713.984,1242

The “l wish | had come here first” store.

NanNsonN galleries

THE PERFECT BROW

A Spatique in West University

An alternative spa experience for those who seek personal
attention delivered with integrity and holistic care.

Theresa Benson

713.527.8111

No Scars * Painless

Professionally remouves:
= small skin tags + acne pimples
* Firoma Simplex » cholesterol deposits

* blood spots * Telangiectasis (spider vascular]

2238 1/2 Bissonnet Houston, Texas 77005
(s ;:,r‘? Certificates Available

g
‘ .L\lﬁ\
N
\

!'.

YOUR TROPICALT
TRAVEI
SPECIALIST
PACKAGES

TO MEXICO,

CARRIBEAN

AND HAWAII

1

CRUISES TOO!

www.yankeeclippertravel.com
2209 Morgan St * Houston

713-523-7997
1-866-356-2260 Toll Free
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GET BACK TO
HEALTHY EATING!

Open 11om- 9pm = Weekdays
9am-9pm = Sat/Sun

2320 W. Aloboma = Houston, TX 77098
713/527-8588

Bill Green Sandy White
CPAL UKP CFP, CFS

281.491.5566

Securities off

4645 Sweetwater Blvd, Suite 500

A cat can

have as many

as 500 mates
in one year.

(So much for being finicky)

Low-cost sterilization
1603 Shepherd Drive (713) 863-0010

1225 N Loop W, Suite 1030
713.869.1144

gl Commonwealth Fineneieal Network, Menber NASDSIPG

ART RELLER, D.C.

CHIMNEY Rock CHIROPRACTIC

CENTER

Y Work INIURIES ¥ IMPAIREMENT RATINGS
Y Sports Inuries Y AuTo

ACCIDENTS
¥ ACUPUNCTURE

(713) 781-3344

Se Habla Espanol
All major credit cards

accepted

‘ 3033 CHiMnEY Rock,

STE 440 @ RicHMOND

414 West Gray
between Montrose & Taft

713/807-1111

www.geocifies.com/estanciogrill

BEST BRUNCH
IN MONTROSE!
SLINDAY
1AM -3PM

LUNCH
MONDAY -FRIDAY

DINNMNER
MONDAY - THURSDAY

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

HAPPY HOUR
MONDAY -FRIDAY

HALF PRICE DRINKS
HALF PRICE TAPAS

A Great Choice for
(,asmzl[y Flegant Dmmg

A Taste of Houston
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(continued from page 56)

Kam's

4500 Mantrose Blvd.

713/529-5057

Located right at the juncture of where Montrose
turns into the museum districe, we like to go to Kam's
when we're in the mood for upscale Chinese food in
an elegant, quiet. yet unpretentious, atmosphere. The
white tablecloths, genial waiters, and view of Montrose
out of Kam’s storefront windows are all oddly sooth-
ing. Although some complain that Kam's cuisine is
rather Americanized, we are |ongtime fans of their
sesame chicken, Singapore vermicelli. wrinkly
sautéed green beans, and crispy hot and sour whole
fish (although it's been known to seem slightly less
than fresh). $%

Lai Lai Dumpling House

9262 Bellaire Blvd.

713/271-0080

The best dive on Bellaire, not to mention the best
Chinese for the least bucks, No kidding—how
about feeding a group of 12 for under $50? Soothe
your soul with the Tofu Hot Pot, chock full o' steam-
ing fresh vegetables and firm chunks of tofu. Or
the pork- and veggie-filled dumplings, or the green
onion pancakes, or just about anything on their
menu. Top off with a fortune cookie and you're set
till your next craving. $

Marks

1658 Westheimer

713/523-3800

Walk into this renovated church and turn your eyes
upward to the heavenly painted ceiling. The interior
is gorgeous, warm and elegant, which is probably why
it attracts such a snobby crowd. No matter—ignore
them and enjoy the sumptuous surroundings and
exdquisitely prepared meals by owner/chef Mark Cox
(formally executive chef at Tony's). The style is gour-
met American with strong international influences on
a rotating menu including fresh fish, veal, lamb and
outrageous desserts. $$%

Miss Saigon Cafe

5503 Kelvin (in the Rice Village)

713/942-0108

Walking into the Miss Saigon Café out of the bustling
Village is like finding a restful glade in a busy public
park. Many of the dishes interestingly combine cold
with hot, with raw items providing an extra intensity
of flavar. The summer rolls, Vietnamese egg rolls, or
spring rolls are all excellent appetizers. For lunch
try a bowl of vermicelli: precooked, cold rice ncodles,
fresh bean sprouts;shredded lettuce, cucumbers, and
carrots are the base ingredients, then you q;hoose a
grilled item (pork, beef, chicken, egg roll, tofu. or
shrimp) to top the chilliness. The _n!amt_l salmon hot
pot makes for a most satisfying dinner. $3%

Mosquite Cafe

628 Fourteenth Street, Galveston

405/763-1010

This trendy, sleek little cafe offers a welcome break
from the typical Galveston fried seafood scene, Gay
owned and operated, the Mosquito offers fresh gour-
met salads, sandwiches, and pasta, and has a beautiful
patio dining area with oh-so-Southern iron furniture

At Rolex,

steel 1s a -_=e=_r===-§
precious metal. |

Rolex insists on the finest quahity
steel used in watchmaking, It's

one of the reasons for the rugged

good looks of this $2,250 Air- _
Oyster Perpetual

Air-King

King, and perhaps, now that we
think of it, why so many people

take a shine to it.

LUW.Marks ¢y

Jewelers inc.

e 4_“
3841 Bellaire Bivd. » Houston, Texas 77025 » (713) 668-5000

Agr- Kang are trademark

Come See Some
'
of gulvesion S
Finest Homes
du.ri:n.g the “Homes “lour
’_',.- 2.
on May 6,7,73 & 74
While on the Island, we invite you and your friends to stay with us.
Our one bedroom condominium suites sleep four comfortably.
The Victorian provides a great getaway for any ladies’ weekend

escape — swimming pools, whirlpools, fitness center and

tennis court. Or just a place to relax and visit with friends.

fm m L

$130 per night,

2 night minimum,
plus tax and hoa fee

K - CONDO-HOTEL »»

& CONFERENCE CENTER

6300 Seawall Boulevard * Galveston Island
800-231-6363 * www.galveston.com/victorian
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BE A NAME, N0T A NUMBER!

fit Capital Bank, we know our customers by name,
not a number. We don’t even have an 800 number.
find when you call, you'll get a person, not a menu.

If you want a small bank atmosphere with big bank
capabilities, visit us on Shepherd at Alabama.
We take banking personally.

YOUR FULL-SERVICE COMMUMITY BANK

3007 S. Shepherd
Member @ w ﬂlﬂbﬂlﬂﬂ

FDIC  713/520-0001 &

Want to be a
Better Lover?

Vahard® is an all natural
daily supplement that boosts
the libido of men. Vahard®
for men can help to control
Erectile Dysfunction and
Impotence.

Vahard® Benefits:
Longer Lasting, Bigger,
Harder, Thicker

Now Available at: Rite Aid, Osco,
Sav-on, Albertsons, Meijer, Jewel,
Duane Reade and Discount Drug Mart.

(877) 778-4472 or visit our website:
www.libidoboosterstore.com
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and umbrellas and lots of tropical island flowers. Located within walking dis-
tance of the Strand. §

Pot Pie Pizzeria

2207 Richmond, 713/526-1702

Who needs eggs when you can eat their baked potato pizza for breakfast, lunch
and dinner! This gay-owned and operated neighborhood joint will feed you il
you bust. Even better, the nightly all-you-can-eat spaghetti and cutdoor patio
makes your gorge-fest cheap and picturesque. Perfectly boring normal folks are
welcomed with open arms despite its student and bohemian clientele. $

Prego

2520 Amherst (in the Rice Village)

713/529-2420

Enjoy the intimate surroundings either at the bar sipping on a glass of Chardonnay
from their award-winning wine list or at one of the cozy booths or tables. The
food is exceptional. the atmosphere casual. They serve crunchy thin-crust piz-
zas from their brick oven, delicious pasta dishes, and tasty grhlled items that
have been cooked over a wood burning fire. For a perfect meal start with
Caesar salad and a glass of |. Lohr, then move to veal meatball lasagna, probably
more wine, and finish with the fresh berry cup. 3%

Ragin’ Cajun

4302 Richmond

713/623-6321

9600 Westheimer (at Gessner)

832/251-7171

Houston'’s authentic source of crawfish, red beans and rice, and anything you'd
eat with tabasco.We |ove their fried oysters. This family business (Frank Messina
and Luke Mandola) is busy just about anytime they're open. And now, after
more than 20 years as a Houston institution at their atmospheric Richmond
location, they opened a new restaurant in earlier this year. §

Riva's

1117 Missouri 5t. (Montrose)

713-529-3450

In one of the most verdant and restful eatery atmospheres we know of, the
brothers Silboyeh bring you lmlian cuisine so unusually well seasoned you'll notice
the pasta as well as the sauce. The simple dinner salad is alive with fresh vegetables
and a tangy vinaigrette and a pleasant forecast of things to come. These men know
herbs, and their fish dishes will make seafood converts out of diehard carnivores.
And pastry chef Pierre kneads up some tasty little numbers. $3

Sake Lounge

500 Texas Ave. (in Bayou Place)

713/218-7253

Very hip and modern interior with lot of angles and the color purple makes for
a fun environment. The separate bar area provides for an ideal stop after work,
and 4-7 p.m., enjoy their happy hour drink and food specials. The open-air
patio is a great spot to people-watch while enjoying the delicious Japanese
food. Your best bet is to stick with the incredibly fresh sushi, but they have a full
menu with noodle soups, fried fish, grilled steaks, veggies, and much more.
Compbine dinner with a movie at the Angelika Film Theatre, or a show at the
Aerial or Alley Theatres for a perfect downtown evening, $3

Sawadee

6719 Weslayan (@ Bellaire Blvd.)

713/666.78712

The name alone will trigger a Pavlovian response once you've tried this quaint
West U, hideaway. Everything on the Thai menu is delicious, but some dishes
are so beyond description you'll be hard pressed to stray once you've found
your favorites. Mine include the beef or chicken with basil and peppers as well
as the lemongrass coconut soup. Then again, the curried chicken is just spicy
enough to induce little beads of sweat on my forehead, and the spring rolls,
well. excuse me while | drool. §%

continued on page .
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Countrywide
can show you
the way home.

At Countrywide Home Loans,
we streamline the home loan

process so you can close faster
and easier fl'..ln'l you ever
thought possible. In fact, we
close often in 10 days or less

* Fast up-front approval.

* Rate protection while you shop

* Mo down and low down payment options

* Local decision makers with the power to say “yes”

We've already helped over 2 million Americans move into a
house of their own.We would like to help you next.

Matthew Vest, -
Roger Ray,

2714 W. Lake Houston, Suite 180
"HOME LOANS Houston, TX 77339

(281) 361-8546
fax (281) 361-0355

e-mail: Matthew_Vest@countrywide.com
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ith Health Formula sGH-Xtra™

what a difference a day

makes. Even vour nights can be
better if vou have E.DD. problems. Gel more
bang for your buck if you can keep up. You
do not have to spend $10 per pill to do it.

Health Formula sGH-Xtra™ keeps you
going and going — just like the rabbit. Add
the spice back into your life for only $1.60
a day and stay happy while having more en-
ergy, stamina, better sleep, and better men
tal focus while vour body heals itself natu-
rally and vour biological clock slows down
the aging process.

Restore vour immune-system functions
naturally. Prevent recurrent Herpes with
an all natural FDA-approved Health For-
mula sGH-Xtra™, This all-natural scien
tific formulation was discovered by a well-
known Houston Neurologist who has de-
voted over 20 years in AIDS, Parkinson’s,
Alzheimer's, pain relief and wound heal-
ing research. Utilizing new scientific ad-
vancements in celluar communication, the
Dr. developed a synergy between the ner-
vous, endoecrine and immune system and
his formulas have been doeumented to help
restore immune function deficiencies, and
improve all around wellness.

These formulas have shown
beneficial results in managing
health conditions including:
* Herpes
» Fihromyalgia

» Chronic Fatigue Syndrome

Wth Supply
Shipping Included

* Hepatitis-B

= Lupus and Crohn’s Disease

To place your order
or for more information

call 1-877-744-1999
(toll free)

What have gou gol to lose?

Center for
Healthy
Sexuality

Treatment of:

Intimacy & Relationship lssues
Sexual Addiction

Sexual Abuse
Obsessive/Compulsive Disorders
. |)|~|1|‘1'~-i||l|/\Il\ii'l} Disorders

Individual. Couple and
Group Therapies Available

Barbara Levinson,
PhD.. RN, LMET

Licensed Marriage

& Family Therapist

(713) 785-7111

2650 Fountainview, Suite 132 Houston, Texa

Yoga
with
Susan Govedare

Ongaing classes for all levels

Gendle bul challenging
stretehing & strengthending.

Aneient yel timeless.

Vingpasalramea Style
Breath Linked with Movenent

Clirsses in bhoth
Montrose & the Heights

Call 713/524-9012
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Solero

910 Prairie

713/227-2665

If you're in the mood for a variety of tastes, then
grab some friends and head to Scolero in the
downtown Market Square Historic District, My
compliments to Arturo Boada, chef and part
owner of Solero, for the best ceviche that | have
ever tasted outside of South America. The menu
is an international collection of flavors served in
tapas-sized or dinner portions. $%

Tony Ruppe’s

3939 Montrose

713/852.0852

Standing in the former Quilted Toque location,
Ruppe’s California vineyard décor sets a tone of
anticipation that escalates with one glance at his
fusion menu. Nothing standard here; even the de-
scriptions smack of flavorful humor. Everything from
Wok-seared Hoisin Beef Summer Roll and Extreme
Cuisines’ Wild Half-Moon Bay Salmaon to his Blazin'
Summer Salad (with a delightful cilantro cream
dressing), and Capellini Pasta Baked in Parchment
is intricate but not overwhelming: Even the sides of
Parmesan Polenta and balsamic vimaigrette-mari-
nated vegetables are off the beaten path. From
entrée to dessert, Ruppe is masterful ar concealing
unspeakable delicacies in parchment paper. $$%

Ziggy's Healthy Grill

2320 W Alabama

713/527-8588

Ziggy's was always healthy and wholesome, but now
that the three new owners are doctors, you krow
you're in for a guildess gourmet experience. Al-
though the decer is still a bit on the utilitarian side,
we seek out Ziggy's when we don't feel like being
embarrassed about our urge to eat healthy—you
can even ask to see their binders with the nutri-
tional contents of all their dishes. Both healthy and
yummy, they offer comfort foed like lean meatloaf,
sweet yam fries, and pecan acorn squash; we espe-
cially love Ziggy's baked veggie sandwich and buf-
falo burger. Thc:,r'uc- all sorts of wild game burgers
(known for being way lower in fat than regular cow
beefl—even such exotica as ostrich, antelope, cari-
bou, or kangaroo! Their |atest offering is the Tues-
day happy hour, with fresh blueberry margaritas and
discounted appetizers. $

The cost guide reflects the average cost of dinner
with one drink and tip. Deduct about 25 percent
for average lunch prices

$ $15 and below (inexpensive)
3 $16 1o $30 (moderate)
$3% $31 o $50 (expensive)

5353 $51 or more (very expensive)
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KINETIC SPORTS CLINIC

w [ An HIV Life Enhancement Center
Accepting Medicare & Most Insurance

*» Progressive Resistance Exercise Therapy

* Rehabilitation Exercise Therapists to Guide You
» Myofasicial Release for Stress/Pain Management
» Nutritional Counseling with Easy to Follow Programs

* Progress is monitored with State-of-the-Art Medical Equipment

“The folks at Kinetic Sports changed my life!”

CALL
713-349-9750

Ed Kinser,
Clinic Director

New sexy swim wear
Fabulous thongs
Excellent DVD selection
Sensual gifts & supplies

Imagine

ands of products to share with your lover

Erotic supplies

Daily video specials

il New releases every week

Sexy clothes for everyone

Lotions, oils & lubes

One hour XXX photo-lab

Enhancement tools

Over 50 C/B accessories
713-944-6010

1207 Spencer Highway - 15 minutes south of downtown Houston. Take |1-45 to
: College/Airport. Exit and travel east 3 miles. Located at the corner of Allen Genoa
for men & women of all lifestyles g spencer Highway. Or take Spencer exit off of Beltway 8 & travel 5 miles west.

ros 1207
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hy Alan Davidson

my mind.

I remember the first time 1 heard of Ram
Dass. I was bartending at the Montrose Min-
ing Co. A rather peculiar customer made a
musical request of our DJ, JD Arnold, which
he complied with. The next night the cus-
tomer brought JD a tip: a peyote button
wrapped in a page from a book. The book was

Be Here Now by Ram Dass.
Reading the page, | was so fascinated by
the hallucinogenic scribblings of Hindu mys-
icism, Western psychology, and LSD trips
that I went and bought the book.
From Be Here Now | learned that
Ram Dass was formerly Richard
Alpert, Ph.D., a Harvard professor
of psychologv who had been fired—
talong with Timothy Leary—for wild
experiments with LSD. (Ram Dass
jwould reveal years later that his
sexual escapades with his male stu-
tdents fueled the fires of the scan-
dal.) However, Alpert became
disillusioned with the ability of
hallucinogenics to permanently
ichange his life. When Aldus Huxley gave him
a copy of The Tibetan Book of the Dead, Alpert
recognized it as a map to greater conscious-
ness, He set off for Asia in search of a guide to

each him to read the map.
Alpert found his guru in India. He met
eem Karoli Baba in the foothills of the
imalayas. Alpert realized he had met a

truly special human being the day Baba
asked him about the tiny pieces of paper he
was eating, “These are LSD,” Alpert re-
sponded. Baba replied, “Give me some.” Baba
took 915 micrograms of LSD (the average
dose is 50 to 70 micrograms). Alpert waited
with interest for the outcome of the acid trip
his teacher was about to have. Through the
afternoon, with astonishment, Alpert noticed
that the acid didn’t change Baba. Occasion-
ally Baba would smile at him as he went

“All my life has been about
teaching the truth. My homo-

sexuality is the one thing | have
not been truthful about. Now it
is important to be honest.”

through the business of the day. The LSD
had no effect on him because Baba already
lived in an expanded state of con-
sciousness—he was already in the place
that the drugs temporarily created for
Alpert. Alpert knew then he had found the
map-reader to teach him the mysteries he
longed to understand.

Gay Porn House

Talking with Ram Dass about being gay,
being soul friends, and just being . . . Ram Dass

t is a glorious San Francisco day. I zip along the Golden Gate Bridge in a metallic blue Mustang convertible.
The sun warms my face and arms as the winter breeze whips around me, a delightful reprieve from the sultry
humidity I've left behind in Houston. The San Francisco Bay shimmers in the sunlight. I pass Sausalito as
the Mustang climbs into the hills of Marin County. I arrive at my destination early and park in front of a
simple stucco cottage that seems out of place nestled into the surrounding upscale houses, There is a mag-
nificent view of the bay. I feel a bit nervous. (Okay! Like majorly nervous.) I am here to have a conversation
with Ram Dass for OutSmart. He is only one of the most influential and celebrated teachers of Eastern
thought in America, and a huge hero of mine. I breathe in the freshness of the afternoon to relax and calm

Neem Karoli Baba taught Alpert Raja
Yoga, a scientific system of transformation
that was first written down around 500 B.C,
This ancient system includes hatha yoga pos-
tures, meditation, the importance of diet on
states of mind, understanding the deeper
states of consciousness, and ahimsa (non-vio-
lence). After yvears of study Alpert was re-
named Ram Dass, which means Servant of
God, and instructed to return to the United
States and teach what he had learned. Teach
he did. Ram Dass became the pre-
mier teacher bridging Eastern mys-
tical thought and Western
psychology. His candor,
his humor, and his rasecally style
endeared him to generations of
Americans hungry for transforma-
tion. For a while after Be Here Now
came out in 1971, it was the most
popular book in English after Dr.
Spock’s baby book and the Bible.
In addition to teaching, Ram
Dass's long career includes the
championing of environmental causes, hos-
pice care for PWAs, and healtheare in
impaverished countries,

Over the years Ram Dass has pautiously
spoken about his relationships with men. In
the early '90s he moved from the East Coast
to San Francisco, where he found that the
liberal environment of Northern California
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helped him open up about his homosexuality.
In 1994 he publicly revealed his gayness in
an interview with Mark Thompson for Gay
Soul. Despite this bold move, most people in

the meditative communities who know of

Ram Dass do not realize he is gay; and many

B

in the gay community had never heard of

Ram Dass

Then, in 1997, at the age of 66, Ram
Dass suffered a stroke, a massive cerebral
hemorrhage he was not expected to live
through. He was just finishing his latest
book Still Here: Embracing Aging, Chang-
ing, and Dyving. An active, healthy 66-year-
old, he suddenly needed help doing the
smallest tasks like walking, getting in and
out of bed, or going to the bathroom. This
dramatic and painful turn in his life gave
him a new perspective on living in pain and
what it's like when you're not expected to

survive. He added a new last chapter to his

across the bay. He tells me that he spends
much of his days here taking in the view. |
can imagine him sitting here alone, when
his fans and questioning reporters (or both,
like myself) are no longer seeking his ser-
vice, meditating on the rise and fall of the
many moods of the bay.

Ram Dass is a big man. Confined to a
wheelchair, he is still an imposing figure.
d, and his

right eye has a slight droop. He is wearing

His right arm and leg are paraly:

khaki pants, a polo shirt, and a yellow flan-
nel overshirt. His wild hair is roughly
combed and parted to the left. I am disap-
pointed to see that he is wearing yvellow-
tinted glasses, for I have often heard
descriptions of his blue eyes, reportedly so
intense they can transfix an audience. His
words are clear but the stroke has affected
his ability to speak. “I have the coneepts in

my mind,” he tells me. “But the dressing

Ram Dass is a big
man. Confined to a
wheelchair, he is still
an imposing figure.

just-finished book. And survive he has with
his humor and candor intact.

] am here, now, looking across to
Sausalito, waiting for my conversation and
hoping I've enough composure to make com-
plete sentences in the presence of one of the
great minds and spiritual teachers of our gen-
eration. | take another deep breath, tear my
eyes from the view, and walk to the bungalow.

Andrea, one of his aides, lets me into a

small living area, which is a little eluttered
and sloppy. Stacks of paintings lean against
the walls on each side of the fireplace. Pic-
tures and statues of Hindu saints and gods
appoint the room. To the right I see a study,
and from inside it, Ram Dass is rolling his
wheelchair toward me. He gently welcomes
me and motions me to sit by his desk. There
are pictures of his guru, Neem Karoli Baba,
a picture of Timothy Leary, and a psyche-
delie portrait of Ram Dass done by Leary.
The large window that frames his desk over-
looks the water. Beyond an enormous cedar
tree I can see the boat slips of Sausalito

room for the concepts [has been] harmed.”
His speech is filled with long pauses and
punctuated with false starts as he grasps for
the right words. “Surf the silences with me,”
he asks me. “The silences allow for a deeper
connection.” His comfort with his speaking
allows my own fears to relax

I ask why Ram Dass has chosen at this
late stage of the game to come out. He starts
by telling me a story about his childhood
“When | was in prep school | was caught
wrestling naked with one of my classmates. |
was completely ostracized by the whole
school. Nobody could talk to me. I was humili-
ated. Finally the captain of the swim team
decided to be my friend. That was a very kind
thing of him.” This prep school experience en-
capsulated a feeling of oppressiveness that he
felt on the East Coast. “Harvard felt the same
way,” he says, “Living out here [on the West
Coast] 1s much more liberal.”

Also, he says he didn’t want people to be
distracted from his message, to fixate on his
sexuality and miss the truth he wanted to

share. Contemplation of the nature of truth is
a predominant theme in his life.

“Truth is a fine thing between people,”
he says. “My life and my work have been
about truth. All my life has been about
teaching the truth. My homosexuality is the
one thing I have not been truthful about.
Now it is important to be honest.” | remem-
ber a quote by Mahatma Gandhi that Ram
Dass 1s fond of using. Only God is truth. I
am a human being. Truth for me is chang-
ing every day. My commitment must be io
truth, not fo consistency:.

The conversation turns to his body, his
recovery from the stroke, and living in a
wheelchair. “Terrible grace,” he says of the ex-
perience. “The hardest part of this was my

Lirom 2

My Stroke Grounded Me
-re: Ermbracing

he stroke happened to me for many differ-

ent reasons, including karmic and spiritual
ones. But on the physical level, one of the rea-
sons for the stroke was that | had been ignor-
ing my body. | had spent most of my life
keeping my Awareness “free of my body," as |
thought of it then; but | can see now that | was
also ignoring my body, pushing it away, By for-
getting to take my blood pressure medicine, |
showed how | was disregarding my body. By ig-
noring the early signs that something was
wrong when | was diving in the Caribbean, |
was disregarding my body. By over-committing
myself, never saying "no" no matter what my
body was telling me, | was disregarding it.

So then came the stroke.

... To work with the fear, | turned to my
practices. The stroke called on all the practices
I'd learned over the years: Vipassana meditation,
jnana yoga, bhakti, guru kripa—at different
points and in different situations | used them
all. But in that particular crisis | found thac |
turned to Ramana Maharshi’s practice of | am
not this body." | would note each part of my
body, and | would say, “l am not my arm. | am
not my leg. | am not my brain.” That helped me
avoid getting caught in the mind’s fears and the
body’s sensations.

In the months that followed, though, |
came to appreciate that, however wonderful
it is as a pracrice, "'l am not this body" is only
half the truth. The stroke brought me squarely
in touch with the fact that, although | certainly
am more than my body, | alsa am my body. The
stroke brought my Awareness into my body in
a powerful way, with an array of physical
symptoms: paralysis, aphasia, pain. The stroke
“grounded” me, in both meanings of the
word: it brought me in touch with the earth
plane, with my body, and it made me stay at
home. | used to be traveling constantly, but
when you're traveling in a wheelchair, planes
aren’t much fun. So this iliness “grounded™ me,
and taught me what everyone else already
knew: that it's nice to be at home.
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‘loss of faith.’ For the first few weeks after the
stroke [ felt completely abandoned by God
and my guru. How could this have happened
to me? Now [ see it as a gift.”

Before the stroke, Ram Dass describes
himself as “fiercely” independent. Travel-
ing, driving a sports car around town,
teaching. He was always the teacher and
caregiver. “Now I must accept care from
others,” he says, which has led to a whole
new path of insight.

Ram Dass explains his view that there
are three simple levels of consciousness

There's the ego level where most human eom-

Body Image

(from 5ol Her b s Aging

Disconient with our changing body image
as we age is a rich source of suffering for
many people, and is intensified by advertise-
ments and the pervasive notion that new
things, and youthful people, are preferable to
signs of wear and tear. This leads many old
people to fight the aging process to an ex-
tent that makes their lives miserable. We
need to examine our attitudes toward body
image, the thoughts and feelings that arise at
the images of ourselves in the mirror. Ask
yourself: who am | now that my body is no
longer what it was? What is the thing in me
that has not changed, the "1" that is observ-
ing this process! ...

For 40 years, | fought with myself in the
area of extra fat, swinging between diets and
glutrony, caught in a no-win situation. Every
milkshake and dessert brought guilt; every
goody resisted brought feelings of deprivation.
As | got older, the struggle to keep the pounds
off became more and more difficult, but the
habitual thought-pattern telling me that | was
too fat, that | looked wrong when | let my
body eat as it wished, and be bigger, was too
deeply entrenched to be let go of easily.

Then | had an experience that changed
this preoccupation. | was teaching for a week
at a |ewish family summer camp, and |ate one
Friday afternoon, | joined all the men for a
mikva, or purifying bath, that involved immers-
ing ourselves in a hot tub and then a swim-
ming pool, en masse, naked. There were men
and boys of all ages, and looking around. | sud-
denly saw myself reflected in many of the bod-
ies around me, descended, as | was, from
Eastern European peasant stock. | saw in that
mament that the contours of my natural body,
which I'd been fighting most of my life, were
genetically ordained! | felt my compulsion to
be thinner start to shift, and scon my body
weight had stabilized at 215 pounds with no
diet involved. Statistics say that this is a bit too
high, but | ceased caring, and shed the attach-
ment to a thinner-body image. | learned to ap-
preciate my tummy rolls rather than fight
them, which helped me relax—and helped me
to prepare for my physical disability as well.
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munication takes place, which is the level of
the personality, our wants and needs. Second,
there is the soul level where we connect with
a broader perspective. “This is the level
where the spirit is fed,” he says. “I like to call
this level soul friends. . . . When I look at my
stroke from the level of soul friends 1 can see
a broader perspective. On the level of the ego
I am being nursed and cared for by my aides.
At the soul level I am learning to receive and
they are learning to give. We are soul friends
at that level.”

The third level is what he calls God con
sciousness, in which there are no boundaries,
*This is the level that the great spiritual
teachers speak of,” he says. “There’s no differ-
ence between me and the cedar tree out
there, or the bay. I am all that is.”

I want to explore the distinetions between

pain and suffering. | read a quote by Carl

Jung: “Neurosis is the absence of legitimate

suffering.” As I read, Ram Dass takes off his
glasses to wipe his face. | see a flash of azure

“Presence is the
most valuable
gift we can give
another human
being.”

He emphasized the importance of care-
givers to be really present with the dying.
Ram Dass described the window of healing
that can take place when the earegiver is
present at the level of “soul friend” and the
ego of the dying person eracks open to a
greater level of consciousness. He tells me
another story.

“Some friends invited me to come visit a
friend of theirs who was dying in the hospital.
[ came and was completely caught in the role
of ‘Holy Man’ visiting the AIDS patient. My
friends played it up and I was caught in my
ego role. [ visited with the patient and left. As
I was leaving I thought to myself, ‘That
wasn't very much.’I walked into the stairwell
of the hospital and | prayed to God and my
guru for a long time. I went back to that
man’s room and we had a good visit human to
human, soul to soul. That day changed the
way I work with other people. Presence is
the most valuable gift we can give another
human being.”

blue as his eyes focus on the view outside the
window. He replaces his glasses and thinks
about Jung's quote.

“Pain is an inevitable part of life,” he
says. “Spiritual practice teaches us to open to
pain, to accept it as a part of life. Our suffer
tng comes from not accepting what's happen-
ing in the moment, be it pain or pleasure or
peace of mind—from trying to aveid the real-
ity of life. Most of our suffering comes from
that place where our personalities have sepa-
rated from our true selves. We generate all
kinds of neurosis to mask the pain and lone-
liness of that separation. Responding with
care to a person in need is a beautiful thing.
Sometimes people get caught in the ego-role
as caregiver. They don’t feel valuable unless
they can give you something. That’s a neu-
rotic response to suffering.”

I remember a lecture Ram Dass gave
once called “Service in the '90s.” He spoke
eloquently about the need for service in the
world and his work with people with AIDS.
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Our talk turns to hallucinogenics. 1 read
a quote of Timothy Leary’s in which he says
that with LSD "spiritual ecstasy, religious
revelation, and union with God were now di-
| ask Ram
Dass what he thinks of hallucinogenics as a

rectly accessible” to everyone,

spiritual path. His eyes grow wide and he
sits straight up in his wheelchair as he ex-
claims, “It is a fabulous path. Everyone
should try it!” I laugh and tell him the story
of the peyote button and my first introdue-

tion to his work. He laughs and says, “If

you'd taken the pevote vou wouldn't have

needed to buy my book.” On his website

(www.ramdasstapes.org) there are photos of

Ram Dass, sitting in his wheelchair on a
mountaintop at the annual Rainbow
Gathering. That's the outdoor gathering
of the hallueinogenic culture held in remote
areas where L5D, psiloeybin mushrooms,
and pot fuel '60s-style celebrations of God,
Goddess, Mother Earth, and th

and humanness ontinue
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New York City, feminism, and a chance to

Judge
Susanp @i

practice criminal law pulled Susan out of
Texas and into Greenwich Village where the
time was right for growing up on her own
terms and coming out of the eloset. She had
created her space in the world and accom-
plished her personal/professional goals as a

criminal lawyer when she got the urge to

| 336 West 31 Street
| $319,900

Fabulous Urban Refreat in Garden Ooks. This
property is situated on o beautihul 143 ocre cor
ner lot with on impressive designer pool and
waterfall, cutdoor kitchen and o lovely guest
house featuring oversized shower, quality fix-
tures, voulied ceilings ond 3 sets of french doors

move back to Texas. Several vears later, she 520A-528B Oxford
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Custom Homes. Gated comeuonity, hard-
woods, bolconias, downtown views, gran
ite counter fops, fireploces, lot of footoge
and hig garmges.
wvw_barbrocofiman.com
listing #274326-2746404

was asked to apply for a federal judge posi-

tion, and in the proeess, the FBI “discovered”
she was a lesbian and that she had missed a
tax-filing date several years before. Any

guess which of these two discoveries was of

imminent threat to national security? Well,

as it turns out, the only people who were

Lesbian, feminist,
immigration judge,
massage therapist,

fo bring fhe outside in. This charming
. Classic Garden Caks home flows
SHADY ACRES In beautifully with formaol dining. granile
kifchen, ook ficors, wood-burming fire-
the HE'GHTS place , sizable master bath, designer
iggtstireg and filled fo the brimm with rohy
NEW HOMES by TP
lerrel offman resttor com
BENSSONS CONSTRUCTION

thoroughly upset by the uncovered sexuality
were her parents, and the feds got over the

tax 1ssue.

Susan’s federal eareer landed her a posi- N - 1401 Wisst 251 2,082 51, $262,000 Regﬁ::!émg
. ian in charee of iudeing aav S e | e 1406 West 25th 2,758 st 285,000 |
and now b.".d_ tion in charge of judging asylum cases for ille LDWELL e Teas . L85 000 713-869-0456 Ext. 220

1411 West 25th 2,082 st $262,000
TermeCoffman. renttor com
lisfing #538214, 500427, 563398, 538344

gal aliens here in Texas. She gives a focus to 713-443-6783 Mobile
terrec@coldwellbanker com
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her leshian, feminist energy through her pas-
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friendly gardener—

the many guises of
a life lived with

serenity & passion

by Shane Hennesey
Photo by

Theresa DiMenno

alance, security, self

AR5Urance, ."I‘I"r'llil_\.

vision, clarity. These

are some of the things

I want for mysell as 1
get older. I would want them
whether [ was transgendered, gay,
or straight. So when I got this as-
signment, [ hoped to get to meet
someone who possessed at least
some of those qualities.

[t was with those expectalions
that T met Susan Yarbrough for
lunch one Friday. At 54 years young,
she has a rather impressive legal ea-
reer, a stable home, life partner, side
business, and a gentle soul. Not too
shabby for a little girl who grew up
in a not-se-nurturing family of East
Texas in the late 1940s. Growing up
gay in hyper-religious, uneducated
East Texas—nuff said 'bout that.
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sion for helping those people without a voice,
whose faces are “pressed up against the glass
of America.” But her healing energy could not
be limited to the courtroom, so she went to
massage school and picked up the skills to give
her a more persq_‘lnell connection to pm)ph".

So what's this Lesbian, Feminist, Immi-
gration Judge, Massage Therapist up to cur-
rently? Well, she is still trying to help the
voiceless in court, she is still very much a
feminist with an eye out for egalitarian treat-
ment of all people, she has given up the
physical rigors of massage therapy. and she is
still quite lesbian. The part of her that is a
little girl from Texas has created a business
called Gardening for the Birds, for which she
has a great passion that allows her to work
outside on bird-friendly gardening, and this
is where she hopes to plant her future.

I asked Susan what she would tell meif1
were coming out to her and looking for advice
and support. She told me that 1 was OK just
the way I am, that God doesn’t make trash, to
find a family of my own choosing, that it
would not always be easy, and that [ could
come back for a hug or a kind word any time
[ needed it. Above all the labels and descrip-
tions I have given her in this brief article to
help you understand some of who ghe is as a
sueccessful older gay persoen, let me add Big
Heart and Good Person.

Balance, security, self-assurance, seren-
ity, vision, clarity—I got what I hoped for. B
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Gathering together feminist
women for over 25 years

by Susan Lovejoy
Photo by J. Roe Photography

hat brought you here?” Laura Reich
nembers of the Women's
wriment of women of

and ethniciti

Fannin for the past 25 years. “I nagge
“I've been g on and off fi
st recommended the
ywup to me.” “I learnec
group the church.” * I met
I8 & inist convention at
at a bookstore.”
duced them-
und the room
getting up to
Xeroxed news-
paper arti cerning women.
Her striped button-down shirt
had not been buttoned correctly
and she occasionally had to tuck it
back in her pants—this did not
seem to faze her.

Iris Greer Sizemore is the founder and,
with Laura Reich, eo-facilitates the 25-year-
old Women’s Group. Her way of both empow-
ering women and helping women to find
their own power is phenomenal. She has
been described by Laura Reich as “the engi-

neer of a powerful train.” She has a gift of

entieing women to speak to the group on top-
ics ranging from breast cancer to talent
shows complete with an accordion player to
financial planning.

Iris moved to Houston in 1974 from Chi-
cago and soon managed the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church bookstore. After being
exposed to writers such as Betty Friedan,
Audrey Lorde, and Adrienne Rich, she began
gathering other like-minded women, both gay
and straight, to talk about feminist litera
ture. From these discussions the Women's
Group was born

The first Women's Group met in front of a
fireplace at the church in 1975, Although the
members were white and mostly from privi-
leged backgrounds, all were interested in de-
fining their own vision of feminism by
defining the issues and looking at the ques-
tions. “The group has dealt with the issues
that have shaped their lives,” Iris said.
“Rape, incest, aleoholism, and racism are
some of the big issues.”

Iris has devoted not only a part of her
day-to-day life over the past 25 years to the
Women’s Group but a part of her soul as well
As she sat in a green oversized chair at her
home, her closed eyes reflected upon the past.
Her hands and facial expression said more
than her words. “I have grown with the
Women's Group,” she said. “I need the
Women's Group; it i1s a part of me. It's been
my survival growth. I grew and changed as
the Women's Group did.”

She even met her partner, Jacsun,
through the Women's Group. Iris tells the
story, smiling as Jacsun walks into the room

“We met at a party for a woman turning
40," she said, "and we invited 40 people.
When Jascun walked in, I went over to her
and we talked the whole time.” For someone
as active and people-oriented as Iris, that
was truly remarkable. “Iris did not move
around; she stayed in one place the whole
time,” Jascun said.

Iriz and Jacsun looked at each other, their
blue eyes matehing in color ag the doorbell
rang. Three women came into the room, obvi-
ous Iris fans—they were all ready to go to a
movie together, to gather, to talk. l

The Women's Group meets with a different
discussion topic or presentation every Sunday,
10:45 a.m. at the First Unitarian Church,
Room 302, 5200 Fannin (at Southmore). To
find out more, contact Laura Reich at 713/
529-1886 or chzhead005@aol.com.

: RU[
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n 1986, Charlotte Doclar had just read
The Color Purple. The story’s theme of
a woman in transition, overcoming ob-
stacles of our misogynous society, reso-

nated with her. Charlotte had seen
some transitions of her own. As the former
Sister John Ellen, a feminist lesbian nun, she
had decided to leave the convent in 1981, at
the age of 47. By her own description: “The

patriarchy was out the window! I couldn’t

{ Community
Portralts

take any more of that!” She tried the Episco-
palian Church, but found that there, too,
was a paternal oppressiveness. One week-
end, a friend told her that Bob Schaibly, the
openly gay minister at First Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church, was going to give his ser-
mon on Alice Walker’s inspiring novel. After
the service, she knew she had found her new
home. Today, Bob says affectionately, “She's
wonderful at recruiting and she's good-

natured about chiding us. We are probably
the only Unitarian Universalist Church in
the world with a Mother Superior!”

Although Charlotte and I already know
one another from church, we met at Baba
Yega's restaurant to do an “interview” for this
article. She smiled often during our conversa-
tion. Controlled in her movements, she is not
the type to wave her hands in exaggeration
as she speaks. But her spirited animation
shines through her lively eyes.

Born in New Orleans in 1934, and enter-
ing the School Sisters of Notre Dame at the
tender age of 18 in 1952, Charlotte is prob-
ably best known for her contribution to the
1985 book Lesbian Nuns: Breaking Silence.
Charlotte joined 50 other nuns by speaking
the truth that was supposed by many, but
happily ignored by the majority of the popu-
lation: The convent is home to many lesbians.
Maybe no one wanted to know, but now they
did. Being one of those first brave souls is
quite an accomplishment. She was even pro-
filed in Ms. magazine.

In the convent, many of the women were
very young, some right out of high school.
The really funny thing was that with Char-
lotte being out as a leshian, some of the
young women would ask her, “Do you think
I am a leshian?” As if she could somehow
decide. “I really believe they were inno-
cent,” Charlotte said, “in the sense of leshi-
anism. We were friends, we were together,
we were close.”

Some forms of “closeness” were nol al-
lowed. To prevent what were referred to as
“particular friendships,” girls were seldom
left alone in pairs. If PFs (as they were called)
were suspected in the convent, the girls were
separated. Often, one member of the offend-
ing pair was transferred to another convent.
Stolen private moments were cherished. As
Charlotte said in Lesbian Nuns: “My world
ended every time . . . | can only say that I
must have had an awfully good time between
good-byes.”

Charlotte would have preferred to be able
to minister to the gay and leshian community
when she left the convent, but the funding
wasn’t there. Instead, she continued the
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teaching she'd been doing in, the convent,
only this time in the public school system
which was sometimes difficult bécause
she had to be careful about whom she
could come out to. Charlotte was proud of
the Ms. magazine article, but couldn’t re-
ally show it off to her friends for fear of
word getting back te her job. Charlette
also worked for years as a volunteer al
Omega House ho#pice. (1 worked there
during the bad times . . . when it wasn't
in vogue and it had just opened. I'm kind
of proud of that work.”)

Now, on any given Sunday, Charlotte
can be found at First Unitarian Universal-
ist Church on Fannin Street. An Amazo-
nian matriarchal fgure if ever there was
one, she greets everyone with a very
Southern “Hello, dahlin’.” She has soft

wispy auburn hair and is alwavs neatly

dressed in slacks and a button-front camp
shirt, ever the kind but strict elder teacher.
This particular Sunday I'm late, as usual.
Taking the order of service she has offered, 1
tuck my head and grin as | begin to walk
through the sanctuary doors. *No, noe, no, no,
no,” she says softly and holds me hack with a
gentle touch to my shoulder and the tone of
her voice. After a long pause, I can hear piano

music begin to play. “There now. You can go

on in,” Charlotte says.. I obey like the good

Catholie schoolgirl 1 never was.
& .

I've known Charlotte as head usher and
First Church member now for probably five
years, and have shared many First Church
aetivities, from numerous potlucks of the Les
bian and Gay UU group, to being fellow pan-
elists on a discussion for sexual minorities, to
the Rainbow Church Committee. Charlotte’s
sense of humor is always good-natured

and wickedly dry. During one of the church’s
LGBT movie nights, we all sat in the church

library, silently watching the previews prior

1

toour featured video. From the Second row, a
seemingly stoic Doclar pipes up, “Woo-hoo!

Catherine Deneuvel” The silence broke *

% = : into laughter as our collective grand-

‘mother figure spotted her favorite “sexy”
film star!

In 2000, Charlotte retired from 46
vears of teaching children. We laughed as
she described the transition between teach
ing at the parochial schools and the public
schools where she “couldn’t be a nun.” For
this past year, she has been living in a ga-
rage apartment above two women that she
refers to as her roommates. | laugh at what
seems like a sorority; Charlotte calls it her
community. She feels like she is starting
over for the second time. I ask her if having

her new roommates is a little like going

B back to the convent. *I don't think vou ever

leave,” she says

Charlotte has been a beacon for those
coming out of what she ealls “the two closets.”
She describes her former religious life as one
and hiding one's sexual orientation/identity
as the other, She has many friends in both
the gay and heterosexual communities. We'd
do well, I believe, to honor people like her
who broke that ground for us. There’s a lot
more work to do, but we've been given a good

head start. W
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Taking it to the
streets with
the three “T"s:
Tough, Tenacious,
and Transgender
by Cristan Williams

Photo by
Theresa DiMenno

. [Tlhere are two ways

to meet lite; you may refuse

to care until indifference

becomes habit, o defensive
armor and you are safe—
but bared—or you can

care greatly, and live
greathy—till life breaks you
on its wheel "

Dorothy Canfield Fisher

met Brenda a year
ago and she intimi-
dated me. Brenda
Thomas shoots from

the hip. Her entire
demeanor suggests se-
niority. She has been there,
hought the T-shirt, worn it,
thrown it away, and already
bought a new one.

The fact 1s that she has
paid her dues. In September
of 1996 she become ex-
tremely i1l “Jane got Mary
and came straight to my
house, got here about the

same time my wife did, took

one look at me, scooped me up in the blanket
[ was lying on, and carried me to Park Plaza
Hospital. . . . Had I not got there that night 1
probably would have died during the night. 1
owe my life to those three people.” She was
diagnosed with full-blown AIDS.

Since that time she has been heavily in-
volved with HIV/AIDS organizations. Cur-
rently she is co-chair-elect for the Houston
HIV Prevention and Planning Group, active
with the AIDS Walk, works with the Hous-
ton Consortium, which distributes funds for
the Ryan White Foundation, and is em-
ploved by the Houston Health Department’s
HIV/AIDS outreach program in which she
specializes in targeted outreach to the
transgender community.

Brenda knows what it is to face diserimi-
nation. Brenda lost her family when her first
wife found out that her husband was
transgendered. “"After she found out, she
packed up my kids and moved to Florida. I
have not heard from them since.” Speaking at
an educational seminar recently, she said,
“When [ go somewhere, they know what I am.
I have to just deal with it.” If she comes
across as tough or gruff, it is because she has
had to be.

Through all of it, she has survived,
grown, and, perhaps most importantly, given
back to the community. Currently married
and, she has celebrated her 25th wedding
anniversary. Brenda has been known to say
that she has the best job in the world: *I
have a chance to work in a position for an
entity that allows me to work diligently, fur-
thering the two things that are most dear to
my heart, transgender issues and HIV, espe-
eially together.”

Brenda Thomas is a dedicated leader
within the transgender community. She
created and has facilitated Helping Trans-
Genders Anonymous, which celebrated its
10th anniversary in February. “God, I love
this community. There are so many great
people here—and there is the possibility
that there are also some great people out
there who are not aware of the possibilities
that exist within this community, If we can
reach them and bring them inte our com-
munity we can getl stronger. I hate it when
I see a young person working the streets to
stay alive. I want to make a difference for
those that come behind us, I want it to be
easier for them. I just want to be remem-
bered as someone who cared . , . someone
who made a difference.” ll
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t's like walking out of one world and
into another. You leave behind some
very pretty things, but you also get rid
of some negative things.” Wise words
on aging spoken by a gay man from a
small South Texas town.

A teacher for the past 24 vears, he is not
publicly out (so he requested that we not
print his name or photo). “I've never officially
eome out to people,” he says. “Through con

versation they've figured it out. It doesn't
seem to matter to most people as long as
you're a good person. However, that’s some-
thing that has always bothered me. When I
was younger, the big problem with being
openly gay was that society painted pictures
of gay people as being bad people, which cre-
ated negative stereotypes. It's changing a lot
these days. Now people realize that gay
people are like anyone, just as diversified,
and extremely nice, caring, and giving
people. Sure, there are plenty of jerks out
there, but that doesn’t come with being gay,

just human.”

But even with increased acceptance, as a
teacher in this tight-knit community, being
openly gay is still just too controversial and
career-threatening.

“] have students who come to talk to me
about all kinds of issues, including sexual
identity. I won't touch that subject until a
student turns 18, Straight or gay, teachers
have to be so guarded in what they say to
students. With gay teachers it's even
harder. If a gay issue comes up in

IS

other

Day

Growing older with
wisdom and aplomb in
a small South Texas town

by Chris Sill

pendent on the physical, it is easier to make
the transition more gracefully.”

His friends often comment on the amount
of attention paid to him by younger men. He
himself finds it strange and unexpected, es
pecially coming from a culture so obsessed
with physical looks. Friends insist the attrac-
tion comes from his unwillingness to worry
and the obvious level of comfort he has with
himsell. Something young people struggle
with, something that comes only with age.

face can wrinkle, and my health can deterie-
rate, but all those things don’t bother me as
much as that one thought that creeps into
my head—when I'm lying in that bed and
dving, will there be anybody there? That's
the one fear.”

For now this small-town teacher relies
on the company of good friends, Surpris-
ingly, most of his closest friends are
straight, something that gives him hope
that one day sexuality will not be an issue
in a classroom or anywhere else . . . even at
his own Halloween party

In all his years in this small town, not
once had he encountered physical violence—
that is, not until this past October at a cos
tume party thrown by him and his
roommates. He attended as Caligula, dressed
in skimpy Roman attire with a long, heavy
cape, fine gold leaves adorning his head, and
plenty of eyeliner.

Later that evening, two male guests
crashed the party and soon learned the host
was gay. Unknowingly, the men began bad-
mouthing the host to a couple of his hest
straight friends. The situation quickly esca-
lated into a good ol Texas brawl. With cape
flowing behind him, Caligula charged into
the room, putting himself between friends
and foes. “This is my house and I will not
have fighting!” he proclaimed at the top of
his lungs. Suddenly his cape slipped off his
shoulders to the floor. “Oh, excuse me for be-

ing s0 sexy!” he purred. Without a
thought he picked up his cape,

class and some students react with “For me the fears [about aging] are placed it on his shoulders and con-
hostility, it's very hard to remain not reauy there. 1 ca[l i't the Scarlet tinued screaming.

neutral. But [ have to be because
that is not the reason | am there.”

Regardless of hig years of pm'n\ml it tomoﬂ.owl_and I never dO!”

respect from parents and school offi-
cials, a public outing is still a difficult
isgue for him. “There is a caution there be-
cause the trust can be lost in a heartbeat.”
Surrounded by young pupils, two decades
of teaching mutual respect in the classroom
have helped him feel easier about getting
older. “One of the most difficult things for any
man to deal with is physically realizing you
are not young anymore. You have to learn to
deal with it. When it is not the thrust of who
yvou are and your personality is not fully de-

“For me the fears are not really there. |
eall it the Searlet O'Hara syndrome—0h, I'll
worry about it tomorrow'—and I never dol”

[f one fear does eause him some anxiety,
it has to be loneliness. “Occasionally being
alone does cross my mind. | haven't had a
lover in many years and I don’t think I need
that as part of my identity, but being alone
is an issue many gay people face, since most
do not have children. My hair can gray, my

The house went still. The two

O'Hal'a SyndromE—JOh, I'u. Wﬂl'l'y abﬂl.lt guests dropped their fists and left.

For a moment, no one spoke a word.
Then came the laughter. It was the
perfect Shakespearean moment—
tension followed by comedie relief. Their gay
friend and schoolteacher had just given them
the performance of his life
He comments, “I've had all kinds of peaple
come into the house, find out I was gay and
leave. Some come back, some choose not to.
More have returned than not, and the ones
that don’t come back, you don't really want in
your life anyway.” Scarlet O'Hara couldn’t
have said it better. W
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ase number one: On a July mght in
1994, high school football star
DeMarco MeCullum and three
friends left their Aldine subdivision
and drove south to Montrose. They
were out to have some fun and maybe rob
some gays. Gavs were targeted, according to
McCullum, because “they always carry a lot
of cash.” Before the night was out, Michael J
Burzinski would be dead from a gunshot
wound to the back of the head, and DeMarco
would take his first tentative steps toward
Texas's Death Row
Case number two: Law professor Joseph
Broadus, in testimony before Congress that
helped defeat the Employment Non-Discrimi-
nation Act, identified homosexual households
as “elite” and “not . . . in need of special civil
rights legislation.” The average gay house-
hold, according to Professor Broadus, earns
twice as much as the national average

Case number three: In 1992, the State of

Colorado amended their constitution to pre-
vent state and local governments from ex-
tending eivil rights protection specifically to
gay men, leshians, and bisexuals. Four vears
later, the state’s ban was challenged in the
U.S. Supreme Court. Clemson Uni-
versity professor James Woodard, ap-
pearing for the State of Colorado,
testified that median annual house-
held income for gays and lesbians ex-
ceeded $50,000, 40 percent higher
than that of heterosexual households.
Therefore, he argued, gays and leshi-
ans need no special protection be-
cause their wealth protects them. The
Colorado Amendment was overturned by the
Supreme Court. The vote, however, was not
unanimous. In an ominous dissenting opin-
ion, joined by Chief Justice William Rehnquist
and Clarence Thomas, Anton Secalia cited
Woodard’s testimony as evidence that gays’
“disproportionate political power,” achieved
as a result of their higher incomes, entitled

the nongay vol
ers of Colorado
to rein in that
power through
legislation

Case number
four: The testi-
nony Professor
Broadus gave be-
fore Congress
about the afflu-
ent gay commu-
nity helped
defeat the Em-
ployment Non-
Discrimination
Act and contrib-
uted to a climate
that allowed the passage of the Defense of
Marriage Act (DOMA). DOMA prevents
Houstonian Janet Langham from enjoying
the generous benefit package of her partner,
a successful U S, attorney. As a “domestic
partner,” Janet is ineligible. Diagnosed with
multiple sclerosis. she was too sick to drive
the few miles to attend classes at a local uni-
versity—clasges she took solely to qualify for

Everyone likes to think of them-
selves as suave and well-heeled—
why not let the outside world
think being gay is one never-end-
ing Noel Coward party?

the meager insurance plan she qualified for
as a student. AssistHers, the Houston leshian
support organization, provided transporta-
tion to and from campus for Janet. Janet is
now president of AssistHers and speaks pas-
sionately on the subject of the domestic part-
ner benefits denied to her, benefits denied
her, in part, because of the “disproportionate

political power” she enjoys as a wealthy mem

ber of the GLBT community.

DeMareo MeCullum, professors Broadus
and Woodard, and Justice Scalia all share a
common belief—the GLBT community is
blezsed with more than its fair share of cash.
But is it true? Why do so many believe it to
be fact?

The myth may have been started within

our own community, or at least per-

themselves as suave and well-
heeled—why not let the outside
world think being gay is one never-
ending Noel Coward party? Indeed,
as Houston City Councilwoman
Annise Parker remarks: “[It's] an
internally promoted myth. It
pleases us and is affirming.”

To buttress this impression, in 1989, the
Rivendell Marketing Company, a firm spe-
cializing in helping advertising agencies
“reach the gay market,” commissioned the
Simmons Market Research Bureau to con-
duct a survey of gays and leshians. That sur-
vey, along with one conducted by the National
Gay Newspaper Guild (a guild that has since
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attitudes and demographics and perhaps the
most widely used commercial source of demo-
Third, she included the Na-
tional Opinion Research Center, which began

graphic data

including sexual partner questions in their
annual General Social Survey (GSS) in 1988;
a highly regarded tool in use by social scien-
tists throughout the world, the GSS survey is
an in-depth 90-minute questionnaire of 3,000
randomly selected and varying individuals
And finally, she looked to exit polls conducted
at 300 polling stations on election day in 1992
and 1996, in which the Voter News Service (a
service jointly owned by the major television
networks) queried thousands of voters on a
variety of topics, including sexual orientation
and familial status, She used these four
sources primarily, and then three others to
validate her conclusions,

As far as household income (as opposed

to individual income) is concerned, the 1990

census and the Yankelovich Monitor re-

vealed an average difference of just over 4

percent between gay or lesbian and hetero-
sexual household incomes, with the average
gay and lesbian household at $44,000 and
heterosexual households at $42,000

What about disposable income?
all incomes were equal, as they appear to be,
wouldn't gay and leshian households have

Even if

more disposable income sinee,
by and large, they have fewer
children to provide for?

Turns out, once you look at
the numbers, the free-wheeling
DINK (Double Income No Kids)
reputation of gay households is
not so clear-cut. Straight men
are only about twice as likely to
have kids at home as gay men
(15 percent of gay men and 28
i'll‘l't'l'l'l‘. ils. i"lt"[t‘l".J."-t'N'llul] mei
under 18 at

home, as measured by the

have children

Yankelovich Monitor). And with women, the
difference between gay and straight is really
pretty close (31 percent of lesbians versus 37
percent of heterosexual women have chil-
dren under 18 at home, according to the vot
ing exit polls).

So while gay men overall may indeed
have somewhat more money than straight
men Lo 11”1;_' -'!l'(n_lllfl_ ftl]{' Lo not |!<'1\"|!'|L', kld-‘;_
they also earn significantly less—so for now,
it really does seem that rumors and stereo-
types about the “affluent gay community™ are
not, alas, true. 8
appearing wealthy, without any of the fun (or

security) of actually having the money in our

pockets and bank accounts

-
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With women, the dif-
ference between gay
and straight is really
prefty close.

o0 we get all of the harm of

Houston City Council Mem-
ber Annise Parker was particu-
larly struck by Justice Scalia’s
reference to “disproportionate
political power” of the GLBT
“With still less
than 200 openly gay elected of-

community.
ficials in the history of the
United States out of the hun-
dreds of thousands of elected of-
ficials around the country, I
have to laugh at the myth of
disproportionate political
power.” She is dedicated, with
the support of Mayor Lee Brown, to extend-
ing domestic partner benefits to city employ-
ees. The issue will come before council within
the next two years. Hearings will be held.
Testimony will likely be heard. Testimony
that gays and lesbians need no special treat-
ment because of their affluent status. A sta-
1994, DeMarco
MeCullum and his friends to Montrose in
Which all goes

to show that this myth of gay affluence is one

tus that, in attracted

search of some of their share
fairy tale that cannot be permitted to live
“happily ever after.” Il

When John isn't writing for OutSmart he keeps
himself busy writing fi
for his website, www. johnwstiles.com
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Change

Your Mind
about Money

f you're lil
nagging thought in the back of your

» most people, you have a

mind that says “someday I'm going
(that
nebulous place way out there in the

to start saving for the future”

ether). The problem is, we see it as something
we have to do forever, which makes it seem
too hard, so we never quite get around to it. |
believe, however, that with a plan, we can do
anything, one day at a time.

As a chartered financial consultant for
the last 15 years, I've developec

the tools
and expertise to help people shift their
thinking about money and realize more than
a fleeting fruition of their life’s labors. You
can stop living from paycheck to pavcheek
and experience the freedom of knowing you
have more than enough to live comfortably

for a long time.

The challenge for o

We all love the good life. We deserve a

night on the town, nice clothes, a snazzy car,

and a cool place to live. As gay men and

women, we have a .‘-'u[][‘i'iEI corner on the mar-

ket on splurging. But for some, an attitude of

instant gratification can stand a slight
tweaking. What if we could be smart about

money—and ki)[-p our joie de vivre?

any of us are independent thinkers who
become wildly suceessful entrepreneurs, We
don’t expect much support from the world, so
we're quick on our feet and easily adapt to
whatever comes along, constantly monitor-
ing our environment. Career-wise, by the
time we reach our 30s, we can usually make
a good living. As contrary as it seems, becom
ing suceesslul can mark the beginning of a [i-
naneial downfall. Did you know that enly 5
percent of the U.S. population retires with a
comfortable income? Maybe you're not wor-

ried about that new, but Jill* is.

Jill's story

i |

e
lifetime. Her sa

1 years ago, Jill secured the job of a

r doubled overnight and

incres 5 to B percent each

vear thereafter. After years of shopping dis-
count stores, driving a clunker, and living
with roommates, she moved into an ocean-

front apartment, bought all the clothes she

could stuff into a walk-in closet, acquired a
fancy new car, and generally lived as if there
was no tomorrow. But fomorrow came eight
1e was laid off. *Not only
did I have a mountain of credit-card debt,”
said Jill, “but T had nothing s:

years later when s

red. The real-

ity of my poor money habits sent. me into de-

spair—and bankruptey.”

Your relatie P with money

Jill's story is not unusual. Her childhood
role models were not the best. She told me
that her aleoholic father was a compulsive

spender who bought friendships with his

hanlkroll. When he inherited a million dollars
in 1950, he quit working and spent it all ir

only three years, ending up in prisen for “bad

checks.” Jill's mother was a bitter woman

with a victim mentality, who spent the rest of

her life finding other men to pay her way

B8 \PRIL 2001

If you’re thinking articles
about saving and investing
have nothing to do with you,
then this article is for you

by Todd Rainey, author of

Money Talk, A Gay and Lesbian’s Guide

When she came to me, Jill was getting
back on her feet income-wise with her own
business plus a “day job.” Although she'd
curbed her self-deseribed “emotional spend-
ing” ways, she needed a plan—fast. At age

50, she wanted to know how Lo save for re-

tirement. Using some of the tips described
below, she has started on the road to a more
secure future.

When it comes to managing money, it's
not the past that's important. Whatever you
learned in your life before now ean be un
learned, and your relationship with money
can be changed for the better—just by
changing your thoughts and backing it up
with new habits.

Were o et

There are many differences in how gays
spend and save money. Most of us don't have
spouses to support or children to raise
meaning we usually don't have expensive
weddings or ruinous diverces to worry about

either. We can therefore create more dispos-

to Financial Success

able income, which is the money left over af-
ter paying for our food, clothing, and shelter.
It's the money we use to make choices, like
buying a car, going on vacation, or purchasing
a big-screen TV.

The trick is to use disposable income in
a way that converts today's dollars into
tomorrow’s wealth. Whether you're saving
for a vacation or for old age, you have a
wonderful opportunity to achieve and ap-
preciate a high quality of life. My own story
is an example.

How I learned abont money

I grew up with a dual perspective about
money, My grandparents were children of the
Depression—a time of struggle and lack. As

adults, they over-compensated hy saving and

2

never using credit, except for their house and

building the family grocery store, both of
which loans were paid off vears ahead of

schedule, With their children,
took the opposite position. Whatever my fa-

10Wever, fl]i"\‘r’

ther needed, my grandparents covered. He

never learned how to plan, save, or invest.
With parents that always rescued him, he
never understood the value of money. He al
ways figured the family fortune would even-

tually remedy all his money problems. Sadly,

he died deep in debt at age 62 last year—a

few months short of receiving his inheritance,

wss of wealih
Somehow [ evolved from this by deciding
that money is a tool, and not an end unto it-
self. According to Eric Butterworth in his
1993 book Spiritual Economics, “The word
‘affluence’ is an overworked word in our time,
usually implying cars and houses and
baubles of all kinds. Tts literal meaning is “an
abundant flow,” and not ‘things’ at all. When
we are consciously eentered in the universal
flow, we experience inner direction and the
unfoldment of ereative aetivity. Things come
too, but prosperity is not just having things
[t is the conscipusness that attracts things.”
Despite the mixed messages | had as a
child, with a little hard work and my growing
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belief in a universal inheritance, I've been
able to create a successful financial planning
business and, at the same time, help others to
benefit from my experience.

A goal sl a plan

While you're deepening your prosperity
consciousness, however, don't wait to et
started with some practical. money-manage-
ment steps. All you need is a goal and a
plan—plus a little discipline and foresight to
keep on track and follow it. That's the hard
part. But I'm going to make it easy by start-
ing with a simple, obtainable goal. It’s not
about giving things up, but how you can save
money to realize long-term goals—and have
more fun in the process. Slight changes in
your lifestyle will hardly slow you down. Here
are some ways to cut corners as your con-

scionsness of wealth takes hold. —

* Keep your car for an additional two
vears after you have paid off the loan. This
will save an average of $300 per month for 24
months for a total of $7,200 in savings. Be
sure to actually continue to write the check
and deposit it directly into your savings or
investment accounts

* The average mortgage is a 30-year
term. You can save almost as much in inter
est as you paid for the home nitially by pay-
ing off your mortgage over 15 or 20 years. For

example, for a $150,000 loan at 7 pereent in-

terest you can save $80,156 in interest by
paying off the mortgage in 20 rather than 30
vears. Or save $116,580 in interest by paying
off the mortgage in 15 years rather than 30.

* It may be easier than you think to pay
off your mortgage 15 years earlier. The dif’
ference in monthly payvments between the
15- and 30-year schedule iz only $351 per
month. As you can see, it would be easy to
add even a small amount to your monthly
mortgage payment and save many thou-
sands of dollars over a relatively short pe-
riod of time.

Some Lips (o capitlalize on your savings

Begin having a long-term relationship
with your money. Many people have what I
call a ome-night stand mentality—easy come,
easy go. When you begin to save and watch
your money grow, even in small amounts,
over time it becomes infections and your ex-
citement will inspire you to save even more.

By saving just $5.50 per day you can eas-
ily save 52,000 by the end of the year to con-
tribute to an IRA. Contributing to an IRA at
$2,000 per vear over 30 vears means you will
reap $400,000 at a modest 10 percent annual
growth rate!

Can you handle saving $15 a day? That's
#460 every month that you ean invest at an
annual growth of 10 percent. After 30 years

you will have one million dolls
Start by simply not buying something
new to wear for a date. In the box below are

some of the ways to cut back and save

Activity Monthly Annual
Skip 1 club night per month...... 350 $600
Switch to 1 brown bag/week vs. ealing out i B i 1 1 $480 .
Omit 1 cafe lattie Pice @ WEBK........coveissersresessarsresssssesssssssesses $30........ 3360 [
Skip 1 dinner/movie once @ month......... - 375.,.....9900
Woash car at home vs. carwash.........coooiiiieiiiins $48.......%576

Use grocery coupons fdppmx. 14 percent savings)......cccvunrnenn. %60......3720
Cancel seldom-used gym membership v 32488288

Raise auto insurance deductible........................ PaL) A S50 $600 |
Cancel magazine subscriptions you don't read................... .$10......%120 |
Save $670 on tax by contributing to IRA. R $55.......3460 I
Do take-out vs. dining out once @ Month......c..c.cceeeeereescesieciseensnnes 545........ $£540
TOTALS $487 S5844 .

Think about the gquality of life you will
enjoy during your retirement, perhaps even
take an early retirement, by making some of
these minor adjustments today, Honestly,
you'll hardly notice the changes, but I prom-
ise it will be worth it later. Just think about
these facts:

* The average retiree will live 25 years in re-

firement,

* Only 4 percent of Americans retire on a

S40,000 annual income.

e Farty-four percent of Americans have an av-

erage monthly retirement income of $1,200,

including Social Security.

* Four-percent inflation will erode the value

of the doliar by 50 percent in ondy 18 years.

* Maney invested at 10 percent will double
i

every f.= years

Jusi do i

Jason* came to me about two years ago, not
having a clue about saving or investing. A sue-
cessful travel agent in his mid-30s, he was
thinking about saving for retirement since his
mother was preparing to retire with virtually

no savings. All Jason knew was he
didn’t want that to happen to him.

At our initial meeting, Jason
thought he was starting too late and
had too little to invest to make a dif-
ference. | explained that investing
regularly over a period of time will
grow substantially. Since he had
never invested before and had virtu-
ally no savings, I suggested a Money
Market Mutual Fund so he could
accumulate up to three to six
months of his current income into a
liquid and safe vehicle before test-
ing the waters with a more ag
gressive, long-term investment.

Jason began with an initial
amount of $250 and set up an au
tomatic monthly dehit of $150
from his checking account directly
into the Money Market Fund
which was affordable and did not
impact his lifestyle

Today, two vears later, Jason
has continued hig regular monthly
investment program and has accu
mulated nearly $10,000 in his
Money Market Fund. He's about to
embark on his first test in the in-

vestment world with a systematic

807 Hawthorne
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studio@vilven.com
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investment into a family of equity-
based mutual funds.

The key has been Jason’s re-
lationship with money. He gave it
a chanee to grow and, like the
seed of romance, it blossemed-
all because he started slow and
stayed within his means. By in
vesting in a safe Money Market
account, which is not subject to
the ups and downs of market
Muectuations, he became comfort-
able with the process, i.e., he had
the psychological edge he needed
to become a successful investor.

Like Jason, you can realize the
abundant life you are destined to
live. Believe it, take action, and it

can happen for you, too
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Ram nass

ontinued fri frage &8

i the rise of hmrh—

this Ram Dass

One concern of mine i
mentalfsm in tHe world. To
replies, “Fundamentalism is one of the last
stages of enlightenmént.”1 am 4 surprised to.«
hear this*(from my own place of spiritual :;u.-
periority). He explaing: If one is in this place
of rigid righteousness that is fundamentalism
and then falls, it

1t br

“is so terribly humbling that
How

should we respond to fundamentalism? “With

eaks open and frees the soul.”

our intuitive hearts,” he says. “Pull ourselves
put of our egos and our spiritual roles and lis-
ten with care and compassion.” It is respond
ing from this place that will begin to soften
the hearts of the fundamentalists

I ask about the future of the gay move-
Ram Dass beg

“still

ment as he sees it ing by say-

guilt

community. And

ing that there is g0 much and

e to be found in the gay

s0 many roles that ret caught

gays g
gay kids coming out
Don't

in As for the young

and growing up, | say this label your-

selves, Allow your minds and your souls to

connect with everyone you meet,” Despite a

lifetime of modeling a life of compassion and

acceptence, Ram Dass says he still struggles

at times with being open about being gay

_ theater once.

“l was standing in line at.the adult movie
Il was " .-h"iL',i;l:-_fl'l. And this hip-
pie-came walking by and saw me-and rgeog-
nized me. He stopped ahd started a
conversatign.
Jegistering whete I was and his hrain was
serambligg to comprehend tgat Ram Dass,
the spiritual teacher, was standing indine at
the gay porn theater. In my mind I was trving
to decide whether to be honest and go into the
theater or to just walk down the street with
him to gel a cup of coffee. T chose to go into
the theater.
do that

It took a lot of courage for me to
My own guilt and shame were so0
strong. It was the perfect opportunity for me
to be here now!”

In his interview for Gay Soul, Ram Dass
spoke of a longtime companion. 1 ask if they

are still together. He answers candidly that

he cannot talk about this |'|-]::r||.|1--il;]; He

savs, “I zot into a lot of trouble for that inter
view. | choose to be open and honest about my
life. When it affects others 1 must respect

their privacy.”

What does he think two men need to cul
1 hife to
All your

differences happen at the level of the ego. If

tivate as lovers to succeed with

gether? “Be soul friends,” he says. “

you focus on being soul friends then the ten

Az we talfed I could see him,

Depression

he sadness we often experience later in life

may be just part of the Soul's evolution.
Perhaps this depression is part of what Saint
John calls the “dark night of the Soul,” in which
the Ego experiences a kind of death in order to
allow the Soul to be born into its own full
Awareness. . ..

There is a growing Awareness in the medi-

cal community that a lot of what has been diag-
naosed and treated as depression amang older
people may instead be a natural process of reori-
entation. Whether we attribute it to cellular-bio-
chemical mechanisms, or psychodynamics, or
spiritual processes, there's a kind of drawing-in-
ward that seems to be part of the process of ag-
ing. Not a paranoid drawing-inward; not being
afraid of the world. Just a kind of deepening. | think
it's probably the nearness of death that leads many
people to want to reflect on what life is all about.

—EMANON——

Hair Salon
A Full Service Salon

Denms Cox

over 12 years experience

1122 W. Gray - Houston
1 blk West of Montrose

713.529.0810

Zebra's
Cabliaret L
Fouwse
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359-3349
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Rolfing

Rolfing Structural Integration is a
method of deep manipulation of
the body’s connective tissues. It
is designed to create more ease
and balance, relieve chronic pain,
and improve body function and

self-awareness.
Free Consultations.

Craig Ellis

Certified Rolfer
713.320.7481 V%

www.jump.net/~rolferb9

=
sion and difficulties that life bring you will
take care of themselves.”

We finish our conversation a few minutes
early, and I summon my courage. I ask him,
“Might I look into your eyes withoul your
glasses?" He smiles, takes his glasses off, and
turns toward me. [ look deeply into his gaze.
Melting is what I feel. My mind sharpens and
slows. | breathe ealmly. Some psychologists
talk of body armor and personality. As [ con-
tinue looking into Ram Dass’s eyes, | feel
long-held tensions in my body and my mind
relaxing. 1 feel a sense of peace I've rarely
known. A flood of appreciation for this man
and his kindness to me fills my heart. I bow
silently. “I feel that I have been in the pres-
ence of greatness today,” I say. “Thank you.”

Ram Dass smiles and waves his hand to-
ward the bay shimmering outside his win-
dow. “But we are in the presence of greatness
every day,” he says

As | make my exit | remember another of
Gandhi’s quotes that Ram Dass is fond of using:
My life is my message. Ram Dass has often said
that he is an advance scout for his generation:
first with psychedelics; then eastern mysticism
and spiritual practice; and now aging. The
grace, candor, and humor with which he lives
his life are an impressive message indeed. l

—_—

Age is an opportunity for considering ques-
tions like “What am | doing here! What has this
all been about! Where am | in the flow of all
this! How do | understand it all!”” Many people
deny themselves that rich experience; they a-
bel their yearning to reflect about their lives as
something weird or wrong. They think they're
supposed to stay busy all the time. But slowing
down, drawing in, can open us to some of the
most fruitful experiences of life, and some of
the richest gifts that aging has to offer.

Financial
Services, Inc,

E&q * Income Tax Service
[ * Past Due Returns
}&g s Qut-of-State Returns
EQB * Estate & Trust Returns
* Business Bookkeeping
+ Business Tax Returns
* Notary Public

(713) 522-9000

Fax: (713) 5266588
2615 Montrose Blvd. + Houston, TX 77006

® Haircuts
= Colo
* Per,

BOX BOY MOVING

—A Move Fit For A Queen —

Gay Owned and Operated
2 \]uilluulll- A Homes A Offices

Pianos A \ntiques
\vailable

13 §524-2288

INSURED = LOCAL &
LONG DISTANCE

|'.1|1| rreney Serviee

Over 15 Years Experience

TXINYT; DESDR4A5H

Specializing in
Personality-Guided
Therapy

by ry
PEerson is unigue

1'd Be Glad To Help You
» Build Self-Esteem
o |mprove Relationships
® Overcome

- Stress and Fears

-~ Depression _*

DEBORAH DENSON, LMSW-ACP

= Licensed Master of Social Work
« Advanced Clinical Practitioner

3000 Weslayan Suite 345 » 713-850-7225

'\ Premiere ﬁ
Cleaning Service
since 1989.
o Family owned and operated
® Move fn-otit
s Travel in team with supervisor
o Weekly-bi-monthly-one-time
e Specialists in detail cleaning
e Packing or unpacking for relocating
» Bonded for your profection
YOU OWE YOURSELF
A PROFESSIONAL
HOME CLEANING SERVICE

Free estimate by phone

713-895-2766

Remember Cherry? Foundar m‘
Hazelwitch Productions, co-host of
KPFT's 'Breakthrough,D. J.,
carpenter and occupational
therapist. Now ...

She Wants to Be

YOUR Realtor !

| . : 4
| Aunique perspective for a unique

home -- yours.

Cherry Wolfarth

S T

| @ Prudential

GARY GREENE, REALTORS®

§ office: 713-686-5454
pager: 281-625-3711

/‘%’ Aevintord S //r/

NN ON BROADIAY

= Popular downtown lacation, 5 Blocks from River Walk
» Luxurious suites and questrooms with 4-star amenties
« Great for business and leisure travelers
! » Rates from $58, w/Continental breakfast
‘ Call for reservations or more information

210-220-1092 |

L2001 93
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ACCOMMODATIONS

THE LOVETT INN. Affordable juxury in the heart of Montrose

Beautifully appointed rooms for both busimess and leisure

\ dial phones, private bath

] s, Also available VOR, FAX, Jacuzzi

suites, pool and spa. Walk to clubs, restaurants, shopping, and

public transportation. Convenient & rtown, Galleria, Medical
and Convention Centers. Call today T13/522-5224.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OVERWHELMED? NEED A FRIENDLY EAR?
You don't have to go it alone. Someone
Someone who understands. Call Gay and Lesbian
Houston at T13/520-3211

o listen

witchboard

EC Houston

Evangelicals Concerned Houston Chapter
Pro-Gay & Pro-Christian Feflowship

We mest the First & Third Thursday from 7:00-
8:30 PM for Bible Study, fellowship, and social events
Meetings are casual, and bnnging dinner with you is
welcomed and understood

EC Houston is a part of ECWR, a nationwide minis-
try of Ghrist-centered, Bible-believing, evangelical
Gay and Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Chris-
tians. ECWR is not a church, but a network of groups
of friends whose primary purpose is to provide rec
onciliation, integration and opportunities for Christian
growth for Christian lesbians and gay men. We are
both pro-Christian and pro-gay!

Call 1-800-310-6718,
extension BIBLE (24253), for meeting location.

Save §, Build Community, Have Fun!
Register online for your QutSmart Pride Card good for
discounts and free admissions at Houston area merchants
www.outsmartmagazine.com.

BARTER

FREE ADVERTISING SPACE

advertising for
wn/remadeling work needed, Barter for Ou
adverising. Please call 713/520-7237 ext. 11 for detais

CLEANING SERVICES

Bervices

Detail Cleaning Service
Residentiol » Commercial » Make Ready
Bonded and Insured
Since 1994
832/251-0723 or 713/938-7253 pgr.

Residential Cleaning
House & Pet sirting
“Pets love there own hame
even when vou can't be there”
Serving Houston since 1995

Loyal C. Kletzien 713/942-8816

OutSmart
advertising
works!
Call 713/520-7237

LA

Join the { mar team! OutSmart magazire now. hiring
experienced advertising sales reps for our advertising marksting
department. Base plus commission and benefils. Fax resume 1o
Greg Jeu, Publisher 7 13/522-3275

FOR RENT/LEASE

Rental Property:

2/3 Bedroom, $900 per month.
Grear for students or professionals.
Call 1 upe ( armona
at 713/928-5211

Prime Location for Lease
Southwest area/Briarforest and Dairy Ashford. Prime Location
for Doctor’'s Office, Dantist's OHice, Insuranc
1 Space, 1,000 to 3,000 square feet sp
-3820 or 281/960-4891

APARTMENT HUNTING?
Let me nelp. Frae computerized list by phone, fax or mail. One
bed $600 and up, Two bedrooms $850 and up. Call MIKE
C ENHAVER Re/Max Metro 713/528-16800
B8B8-920-MIKE

FOR LEASE:

2 bedroom apt., small complex,
Heights, $600; 1 bedroom, $500.
Call Richard Hill,
Greenwood King Properties,
T13/864-0888, ext. 4126

CATERING?

Kitchen for Lease
713/683-1010

Studio 911 Hair ... If your hal w, then you
should be coming to ; . Don Gill
T13/521-0811, 77008

S
~UA L
\\;‘Jl 2 Crocker

(Z13)>21 2444
Shawe Pewe

HEALTH/BEAUTY

10-10 Health & Skin Care

Body Treaiments = Massage Therapy
tZapper.com/HealthCare
6463 Page: 713 7422

BIGGER?

Penis-Enlargement.net
FDA Approved vacuum pumps surgical
Gain 1-3" Permanent & Safe.
Enhance erection. FREE Brochures!
Latest enlargement info:
312-409-8995 or
1-900-976-PUMP (52 95/min.)

INTERNET SITES

Mike Copenhaver
www.MikeCopenhaver.com

Find a date, a match or just a great friend, Place a personal ad
or browse through over 200 ads from people like you! Check aut
Outsmart's frea personal ads at
www.QutSmariMagazine.com.

www.eroticattire.com
www.basicbrothers.com

Pippa Wiley

_(% FARMERS'
NV Frecw

o #102 = Houston, TX 77092-7313

(713) 957-4297

Home * Fire = Life

MASSAGE THERAPY

Dave’s Hands
713/876-1027

Large Strong Golden Hands
Vigorous * Sensual # Mystical
https/fcommunities.msn.comyDavesHands
Weekdays 6-10 pm » Weekends Flexible

———

toca r :’rr'“:'e.’fm?aefff;' louch
www.inkworkx.com/massage.htm
FAR . SOP=E_OP-AED

Heights Studio

One-Hour Professional Swedish Massage. Only S45!11
Call Jama at 832/444-4848.

masssageé- THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Body builder,
incredible 1 hour full bedy massage, private studio designed for
massage. Montrose. Available ncon to midnight. Eight years
axperience. AMT#1418. Milchell 713/521-3358

ROLFING—A wholistic process of body education and manual
manipulation focusing on e bodies™ connective tissue. Create
mane efficiency, ease, comlon and responsiveness in your body
mprove posture and appearance. Develops a greater awarenzss
of body, mind and hear. Free consulaton. Craig Ellis, Certiied
Rolfer, Call 713/320-7481

¥YOU NEED THERAPY!
Massage ihera;y now avallable at Muscle Mechanics personal
fraining and wellness sludic—sports massage, therapeutic
massage, relaxation therapy. Call now for your appointment!
Muscle Mechanics 7103/523-5330,

94 APRIL 20
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Classic Massage
“In The Heights™
Maturity and experience. Relaxing, therapeutic
massage i private studio in the Heights.
Evenings 6-10 pm and weekends 12-10 pm.
Call for appointment, Byron7 13/202-9786.
Visit my website at www.classicmassage.com

ART OF MASSAGE: restoring comfort and balance to your mind
and body by the canng hands of a skilled therapist, Results can
be relaxing, invigorating—even inspiring! RMT#7796. Michael
713/981-4843.

TREAT YOURSELF 1o a healing session of body-work. | combine
massage and acupressure in a pleasant environment to bring
you to & state of relaxation and weli-being. John, AMT#4887
T13/304-1745

Profoundly Relaxing...Exceptionally Therapeutic!

For tha t @@ from o professional

and expenenced therapist call
Paul Rutledge
713/592-0444

) 4 THIS ISSLIE:

20% OFF

Therapeutic Massage
for new L‘{i.i’l'l[_‘- (mention ad)
Swedish = Decp Tissue » Energy work
CENTRALLY LOCATED
Caroline Cole, rmt #013620
713-522-5133

REAL ESTATE

' AFFORDABLE, CLOSE-IN,
FRIENDLY
CALL JEFF JAMES

COLDWELL BANKER UNITED, REALTORS
713/349-9700 ext 3005
Westbury = Willowbend « Willow Meadows :

stansellshomes<ocom

Seanch the entine Foaston LS
,anmdouﬁu.’

STAN FORD
713+443-3333

coLDweLL
Each affi
il BANKCR O
owned and
e SWILLEY-HUDSON

First Time Massage Client Specials.
Relaxation, Sports, or Light/Deep Massage.
CALL JOE.

Cell. 713/540-7544 or pager 281/895-1236
Friday and Saturday, after § pm, §10 OFF. Noon to Midnight
(MT#014552)

BRAESHEIGHTS: Cute updated 3BR,
2BA, 2,300 sq. ft. Med-Center, West Univer
sity area. Updated. hardwoods, huge Kitchen,
open floor plan. Reduced to $289,900. Call
Danny Pleason at 713/419-1942, Karen
Derr Realty

Stephanie Scott, Certified Public Accountant, Providing

accounting and tax services to individuals and businesses
Located in the Museum District at | Pinedale at Travis
713/520-8502

TRAVEL

Book Your RSVP Cruise Today!
TRAVEL! OUTSMART!
The Travel Partnership, Inc.
SANDRA WILKINS

860/437-9717
E-MAIL: OUTTRAVL1@AOL.COM

HEALING HANDS. Caring and healing han
e massage. Balancing your |ife by
0y ful, relaxing and rejuven
RAMT#2233. Howard Kanelakos 713/528

. PEST CONTROL

ds with Swedish
storing flow and
or lotal health

174

Fi

MONTROSE—Large brick remodeled

-

home. Approx. 2650 sq. ft. 3 Bedroom, 2
Bath. Big Kitchen with new cabinets and ap-
pliances, granite countertops, beautiful hard

woods. $254.900. Call Danny Pleason ai

713/419-1942. Karen Derr Realty

Oncea-A-Year

Pest Control

Call Bugs'n Burglars
713/674-9440

since 1977

Guaranteed
Got

Bugs?

ATTACKED BY ANTS? BUGGED BY ROACHES?
RODENTS RUNNING A MUGK?
" Call the Bug Lady.

Speciafizing in Odorless, |
Earth-and-Human-Friendiy |
Pesf Management. Termite S

RESULTS pest Coniroi
(817) 561-4199 i

Residential & Commercial ‘

e Avallable

PETS

Pet Care In Your Home! (Home cleaning fool) Your pets
preder their own home, even when you can't be there. If they hire
us, we'll let you pay us. Call Loyal at 713 516

SERVICES

Tarol readings and classes. Reiki treatments and cl
Guided meditations. Mest your Spirilt Guides. Conne
past life regressions. Also home cleaning and hame

sitting. Bill and Friends. 713/864-2233

d558S.
ons o

pet/plant

AD RATES

« Basic Classifieds are *20 for 30 words or less
25¢ per each word thereafter. Add additional 25¢
per each bold word. Discounts available for 3or 6
months if ads are prepaid. Three insertions, base
rate of *18 per month. Six insertions, base rate of
516 per month. « Boxed ads with text only are
127 per vertical column inch (2 3/8" x 17). 5% dis-
count granted to advertisers who prepay for 3 con-
secutive months. 10% discount granted to adver-
lisers who prepay for 6 consecutive months.
Boxed ads with graphics/logo are *48 per veri
cal column inch, 5% discount granted to advertis-
ers who prepay for 3 consecutive months. 10%
discount granted to advertisers who prepay for 6
consecutive months. = Deadline: March 15 for
the April 2001 issue. Order by phone & pay by
VISA, MC, AMEX, or Discover, Or FAX it fo us at
713/522-3275. Sorry, we do not bill. Mail your ad
and payment ta: QutSmart Classifieds 3406
Audubon, Houslon, TX 77006-4412. For more in-
formation, call 713/520-7237.

OutSmart advertising works!

And now a word from our Sponsors...

| have been very impressed with the response we've
received from our advertising in OutSmart. Each ad that
we place in QutSmart generates phone inquires and
attracts loyal readers into our showroom. It is one of the
= ' best media vehicles in the Houston market
—Stuart Tinsley, VP Marketing

Your book is invaluable when i1t comes to reaching a
target that is easily missed here in Houston. My respan-
sibility here at Metro Transit Authority 1s to ensure that
' METRO is diversely publicized throughout the Houston
area. With your magazine, we did just that.

—John C. Yeng, Metro Transit Authority

For advertising information, call 713/520-7237

CutSmart APRIL 2001
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OutSmart Advertisers
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ADUERTISIHG,-‘MAHHETIHE
QuiSmart Magazine » 3408 Audubon Place .
Grag Jeu
John Nagy

ASTROLOGERS
Josapl

. 713/683-0205
Lilly Roddy AR PR

713a29-5842

ﬂTTDRﬂEYSII.EGAL SERVICES

n & a".su.,a.u .

lim Walker 1-8007
AUTOMOTIVE UAHE
sa Auto Repair» 151170 Talt
' . CATERING -
CHURCHES/SYNAGOGES

Bering Memorial United Methadist Church « 1440 Harold
El » 1500 Sunsat Blvd

st Havurah Ti3
3atur 713/B61-9149

CLEAHIHBHHHITDRIAL SERVICES

BDMMI.IHITYJ'HOHPH[IFITS

BCBC — Jungle Lust www. bayoucityboysclub.org
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Canter

803 Hawthome
Maontrose Counsaling Center » 701 r'I C

COMPUTERS
INTERNET WEB DESIGN

Alomar Communications » 3950 Braxton, Ste. 102 _..

HouWeb De ment Seryvices
Stealth Web Design/Bob Darr

INTERNET BAR
Copy.Com = 1201 Westheimer

T13/528-1201

CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING

Payless Insulation = 1616 Cohn St 713/868--1021

U.5. Construction .. iy o D Ze e T13%526-7672
ENTEHTMHHEHT,’HIGHT LIFE

Club Rainbow = 1417-B Westheimer...... @ 713/522-5166

Dame Edna ...

EJ's » 2517 Ralph .c.ovoeea

T3 52 Dﬂ“

Society for Performing Arts ... d 13/227-45PA

Texas Tap Ensemble .. b A ins b wnid VHEBE-2184
FIHAH[:IAL SERVICES

ACCOUNTANTS

Hubbard Financial » 2615 Montrose ... 713/522-9000

g Scott, CPA « 1 Pmedaia ..o T3

BANKS

Capital Bank » 3007 S. Shepherd Dr. T13529-0001

Chase Bank of TEKES . smssisiionssiens T13/216-7000

FINANCIAL PLANNERS

GreanWhite Advisors « Bill Green/Sandra White ..o
1225 N Loap West, #1030 713/491-5568
4645 Sweetwater, Sugar Land ... ... i 2B1/869-1144

Patnck R. McKee » 5058 W, Loop S, Suile 525 ... T13/668-6089

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINING

Fitness Exchange « 4040 Millam ... ... . 713/524-9932

5.20-5502

PHYSICIANS
Dr. Pawan Grover = 7500 Beechnut, Suite 280 .,
Rodernck Frazier, M.0. » 1213 Hermann Drive, #84

?13'.722-'5622

-'115:1 'Jall."

ardiner vn -.'ll‘.'.' 21st, #2

Southhampton Medical Group » 4101 Greenbri

Dr. Shannon R, Schrader, Southhampton Vgl’l al Gro
4101 Greenbriar

INSURANCE AGEHE!ESIAGEHTS

Jeffrey T, Bules » 6575 W. Loop South, #185
imerar » 6575 W. Loop South, #185

PHOTOGRAPHY

T13/B80-9131

rsonal Trainer
617 Richmond

Muscle Mechanic
Kimberly Marter, Personal Training

FRAMING/MOVIE COLLECTIBLES

Haollywood Frame Gallery » 2431 Bissonnat 13/942-8885

GRAPHIC DESIGHEHS
W. Ala
I Hawihe

HAIR/SKIN BﬁREJ"SMUHS
he Perfact Brow « 2238-1/2

Hairstylist » 1:

HEMTH CARE/MENTAL HEALTH
CLINI[.'.S

Chi ':nfa“tc & bn*ns hem Ker mn"\ Lester» 27 '-> Kr
713 326-535?‘
DENTISTS
LiteSmilesDr. Randy Mitchmore, DDS
2617 W, Holcombe Blvd,, Ste. E ...
Bruce W. Smith, DDS. » 1006 Missouri ....

MASSAGE THERAPISTS

Craig Efiis Rolfing ...

David Crawtord

Alan Davidson/Essential Touch -
Oscar Garza Massage Thempy ..........ccoeeer s
Montrose Massage/Christopher Gonzales ...,
Paul Rutledge

Thom Loch MESSETE ..cocvveenreee s ivens :

OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

Diagnostic Eye CenterMarc R. Sanders & Stewar Zuckerbrod
Texas Medical Center » 6500 Fannin, Ste. 1108 . 713/797-1500
Bellairg » 5420 Dashwood, Ste, 200 ......, 713/668-9118

Eye Excellence/Mary T. Green, MD, Ph.D, FACS ... i
B624 Fannin, Ste. 2105 . T13/521-EYES
L L T ) R S e e S e . 713/721-3037

OPTOMETRISTS

Eye Elegance * 3966 Westheimer

Spectacles on Montrose » Evan L. Mapes, DD i
4317 Montrose 3i528-EYES

Today's Vision/Dr. Bruce Krufsinger =426 W. Gray . T13/640-2020

PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES

Kaletra/Abbott Labs ...

713/592-9300
713529-4364

1 3 256-9480

T13/622-4411

. 1-B00/441-4087

Sustiva/DuPant ..., et 1-B00/474-2762
Videx/Bristol- ME\!’[‘N quhb 2 |-BBE/896-5508
ZertBristol-Meyers SQUIBL .......occovvvrrerrereore 1-BB8/264-5516

Madilyn

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

R EMTGRSIA[}ENTS /BUILDERS

Michael Bamy/Michael Anderson Proparties »

lap/Haritage Propertias
4295 San Felipe e 113/965-0812
Ronald Duster/ReMax Metro » 3730 Kirby Dr., #300

Stan Ford/Coldwell Banker » 704 Hawthome
Richard Hill » Greenwood King Properties ...

Istand Properties « 2317 Ave. P, Galveston 1-877/919-6677
Kay Little / Coldwell Banker » 1505 Heights Blvd ... B32/443-6618

Lovett Homes/Martha Quick/Greg Burton 7
Marty JusticelJoe Tramonte Realty » 1802 Broadway

Galveston - 4
Morgan Rockwood PH‘,J:. ties # 3112 Waugh 7
Aonnie Kee/Relax Matro » 3730 Kirby e 113
Cicely Oriolani » 1726 Augusta ..., 713/

David Montz/ReMax Metra = 3730 Kitby ... 713528 ‘ISWJ
Ray West/ReMax Metro » 3730 Kirby #300 ... T13/528-1800
Bryan Willams/Coldwell Banker Swilley Hudson . 281/236-5475
UrbanRealtors.com « 1812 Durham, #200 T1XBBA-T226
Cherry Woltarth/Prudential Gary Greene .. F13688-5131

MORTGAGE LENDERS

Adam MortgageTammi Wise e 2B1/T31-3132

Countrywide Home Loans « 2714 W, Lake Houston, Suite 180 ..
Matthew Vest or Roger Ray 281/361-8546

Wells Fargo Home Mongage = 1301 McKennay .. 713/654-3085

TITLE COMPANIES
Housten Title Company = 777 Post Oak ..........

MOVING COMPANIES
LT 1 TR R e 713/524-2288

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE BARS
Acadian Bakers » 604 W, Alabama
Crostini » 2411 5, Shepherd
Estancia Grill = 414 West Gray ... . T1MBOT-1111
Jaya Java Cate =911 W. 11th Streel ...................... T13/B80-2732
MoMangs * 1201 Westheimer .. e 133245664
Riva's talian Restaurant » 11 l.f Missourn 713/529-3450
Zabra Cabaret & Coffee House » 3204 Chestershire ...
................................................................ - 2B1/7RE-8744
Zigay's =« 2320 W, AlaDEMA oo i iecminsissiiations 713/527-8588

, 713/085-4834

20-1484
524-8558

96 APRIL 2001 OutSmart

ADVERTISE to gay

consumersX—out

RETAIL
AUTOMOTIVE FINANCING

RAiver Oaks Chryster-Plymouth Jeep/Sheridan Willlams

4807 Kirby Dr 713/831-1578

.“.UT[]MI]TI'JE SALES & LF_ASING

Sterfing MoCall T
BOOKSTORES
Bordars » 3025 Kirby ] T13524-0200

[:L{}THING & hCGESSGHiES

32 "-.fl stheimer .

CLEANERS

Image Cleane Manirose 713/527-0830
GIFTS/ACCESSORIES

Body Mind & Soul » 4344 Westheimer .... 13/893-0550

EFIDCEHIES SUPPLIES & LIQUOR

Kroger « 3300 Montrose 713/526-T865

HOME FURNISHINGS/HOME INTERIOR SERVICES

Cantoni » 9883 Westheimer
Gallery Furniture » 6006 |45 N

JEWELERS

Hanson Galleries « Gallerua 11, Level 11 e 113/984-124
|.W. Marks Jewelars » 3841 Ballaire Blvd T13/668-50¢
Reiner's Jowalers » 2210 Westheimer ... 7135820-121
Tower Fine Jew anie Goldman = 6550 Fannin, #215 :
713/798-8500

MAIL SERVICES

BoxandCratePacking.com « 2476 Bolsover

Mail Boxes Etc. of Rice Village » 2476 Bolsover
PAGERS/CELLULAR TELEPHONES
Pramier Paging & Wireless

PLUMBING

PAX Plumbing Services / Amelia Reed ............
VITAMINS/HERBS/MINERALS

Houston Buyers Club LI 0-5288
wersal ProductsNahard ..o BTTITTB-4472

. 713/866-6566
. 713/529-4132

2B1/575-8500

713/698-5012

Uni

TRAVEL
HOTELS/RESORTS/B&B'S
The Lovett Inn +501 Lovett, Houston . Tl
Holywood @ Galveston » Seawall & 31st .., .‘-J-EBFL*
The Painted L ady Inn * San Antonio 0-1082

-B771919-6677

Paradise « 2317 Ave P ...,

TRAVEL AGEN EIES.:’SUPPL!ERS

Concierge Travel Inc. » 5008 Mimosa ... we 1 1ae61-2117
Travel Part tnership/Sandra Wilkins. . s DOOY43T-ATITV
Yankea Clipper Travel Agency » 2208 ergv ..... T13/523-T947

Interested in becoming
an QutSmart
Pride Card Merchant?
Call 713/520-7237.

Equal Rights...
and Special Privileges, too!

Flash your QutSmart Pride Card
and get special discounts, free
admissions, and exclusive offers from
local participating restaurants, clubs,
and area merchants.

Get your card today!
Fill out the membership form or register at www.outsmartmagazine.com,
Membership is FREE, so get your card and start flashing your pride

Outsmart Pride

Card Merchants

(See OutSmartMagazine.com for more merchant listings)

ASTROLOGERS

Lilly Roddy » 713/529-5842 » 10% discount off
astrological readings

ATTORNEYS

Brennan Johnson Law Firm « 713/522-1211 » 102
discount off hourly rates

Russell Simons Attorney at Law = 713/524-6000 « 15%
discount off wills and power of attorney legal
documentation papers.

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

Montrose Auto Care « 713/524-3068 » 20% digcount
off total cost of auto repairs

CLOTHING AND AGCESSORIES

Basic Brothers = 713/622-1626 + 15% discount off
regularly priced mechandise

GYM AND FITNESS STUDIOS

Houston Gym = 713/880-2191 = 50% discount off first
month's dues with 12 month auto-draft membership.
HAIR CARE

Impact Color Salon » 281/340-2225 » 10% discount off
all services and products.

HEALTH CARE

Diagnostic Eye Center/Dr. Stewart Zuckerbrod Dr, Marc
Sanders * 713/737-1500 » Free screening for Lasik
surgery. 20% discount for cash-paying patients on routing
BYE EXAMS,

Med-Cure Primary Care Clinics/N. Keshwani, M.0.,
FAA F. P «4 locations in Houston » 713/253-1517. §25
off your first office visit.

JEWELRY

Tower Jewelry » 713/788-8500 = Receive 20% Off your
jeweiry purchase. Not valid with any other offer or
promotion

MASSAGE AND FACIALS

Alan Davidson/Essential Touch = 713/942-0023 « 20%
discount off facials.

MORTGAGE LENDERS

Larry Broughton/Wells Fargo Mortgages « 713/654-

3085 « $300 discount off closing costs on residential
mortnages.

REAL ESTATE

Lovett Homes = 713/349-0014 » Stainkess steel kilchen
upgrade with any home purchase. Offer expires 61201
RESTAURANTS

Estancia» 713/807-1111 +20% Off your meal ficket Mon
- Thurs » Sunday Brunch buy one, get one FREE
Excludes aichol. All offers valid through April 30, 2001
SERVICES

Copy.Com » 713/528-1201 » 10% Off All Store Services
hot valid with any other offer, discount or sale

Bill and Friends « 713/864-2233 » 20% off first Relki
treatment, tarot reading, guided meditation, or past fife
regrassion. Also 10% off first home cleaning or first day
of home/pet/plant sitting.

Dexter’s Etc. 5 Star Services/Bob Samora » 832/252-
1861 » New clients save 10% off any service. Including
home or office organizing, cieaning, or imo sarvices
Shane Hennesey, M.Ed., LPC, Chl. » 713/524-0388 »
Save $10 off a one hour Reiki session,
TELEPHONE/PAGERS

Premier Paging and Wireless » 281/575-8500 » 713/
4R5-B883 » Free Motorola 38682 phone with activation,
plus free headset & free genuine leather carrying casg
and car charger, Nokia phone anly $29.95 (reg. $79.95
with activation) (excludes prepay), plus a free headset
and Iree genuine leather carrying case and car charger.
Save $200 off Nexlel phones. Buy one, get one free plus
frae car charger. Call for more discounts.

Telecom = 281/568-6108 = Buy any Nokia phone with
new activation and receive a hands-free kit, lzathercase,
and car charger. Get 15% off any accassory.

THAVEL AGENTS

Grand Tour & Cruise * 281/585-3208 « $50 Off any
vacation package for two. Includes roundtrip air, hotel
accommaodations and transfer,

OutSmanrt Pride Ccn‘d Memberahip Form
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DutSmart Magazine, 3406 Aud

E-mail:

Cir mail to
oyl I'I 1ce, Houston, TX 77006

OutSmart APRIL 2001

97




SignQut
by Lilly Roddy

elationships get more clarity and move

toward the future and away from the

past as Venus goes direet on April 20.
Before that, this is the time to review just
what vou want and what your partner wants,
and then see if those things are vaguely simi-
lar. Saturn, planet of structure, work, and
discipline, enters the sign of Gemini on April
20. Time for the Geminis to be serious. Okay,
I was just kidding. Time for Geminis to tell
everyone else they need to get serious. The
Sun enters Taurus on April 19 and Earth Day
follows on the 22nd. Mercury is busy this
month starting off the month in Pisces, swim-
ming over to Aries on the 6th and ramming
her way into Taurus on the 21st. Venus still
in Aries. Mars still in Sagittarius. Saturn
joining Jupiter in Gemini, Uranus and Nep-
tune are being friends in Aquarius. Pluto
seeks the truth in Sagittarius.

Aries (March 21-April 19) This is the time of
the year that is all about you. You are sup-
posed to be thinking and talking about vou,
And if others need a topic of conversation, ask
them what they think about you. Your energy
is strong and you are ready to take on new
projects. If you were going to think about the
past, forget it. It has passed. You are more
magnetie than usnal so if you are needing
some company, this would be a good month to
look for people to help vou celebrate vour
birthday. In business or personal life, this is
a good time to market vourself to others. If
already involved, get a new outfit.

You are

They will appreciate the new scenery.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Spending time in
the stable or the corral will be good for you this
menth, You are more sensitive than usual, and
those bad people out there are not finding any
lambs for the slaughter. Keep your hooves
where you can see them. Life has to have a
deeper meaning for you; just the normal day-
to-day existence will feel very shallow this
month. Work will seem very humdrum. Spend
some time with your friends or get involved in
some community projects. This will make you
feel like your life has meaning and that you
are making a difference while you are on this
planet. By the 20th, open those gates! You are
ready for a stampede.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Time to get back in
touch with those friends that you have net had
contact with. If you are more work-inclined,
then get with some networkers. You can have
social contacts, business potentials, and some-
one to go to dinner with. Romantic relation-
ships are very active this month. It will be like
walking over those hot glowing coals: [t is very
exciting as long as you don’t stand in one place
too long. If you are in a relationship, you need
an adventure. One of you gets a lion costume
and the other gets the whip and the chair. But
remember, you are a dual sign—change roles:
you can play both parts,

Cancer (June 22-July 22) You are so work-
and career-focused you would make a Capri-
corn jealous. You are trying to make yvour life

more secure. And right now you are in the
public eye. Don’t sneak out to the store in
those rollers; you will run into everyone you
know. You are experiencing a low tolerance
level for bull malarkey and are very apt to
speak your mind this month. And the funny
thing is that, whatever vou say, we will know
it is right and should be said. But, we ain’i
saying it. You have that hard crab shell that
bullets can't pierce. You be the messenger.
Relationships did wou say? How about
Paintball war games with vour loved one?

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Most of the planets
are in air and fire signs this month and you
are in a mellow eat mood. You are ready to
lie in the sun and have someone special
bring you margaritas. This is a great time
for taking a break or being very diplomatic
with clients and customers. Creativity is

Just oozing from your pores. You can soothe

over the roughest areas. For those of you
born July 29-August 1 and August 15-18,
you are on a relationship roller-coaster ride
Fortunately by the end of the month, vou
will be more concerned about vour career
path, and that will bring vou and the rest of
the Leos back ta level -,_-'I'Is'.JI'ul

Yirgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Big news for the Vir
gins: Saturn, planet of the future and the Big
Boss, moves into your career sector for the
next two years. And this will make all of you
Persephones happy to be working again. Lots
of responsibility and public recognition are
coming your way. Oh, you have to step up and
be in charge. And if you have to step on your
boss to get there, that is okay. They were just
there holding vour spot in line. Financial and
career security are big on your menu this year.
You won't be denied and may even end up
starting your own business. Romantic rela-
tionships are very good since you are looking
for practical and stable plans for the future
And if your partner knows QuickBooks, that is
an extra plus for your future business and sta-
bility in your relationship.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) Your ruling planet,
Venus, is retrograding in your solar seventh
house of relationships. In English, this
means you are going back over stuff in your
relationship that vou and your partner have
argued about 1,000 times before. There is no
moving ahead until you get this stuff cleared
up. A mediator of sorts would help—a thera-
pist, minister . . . but not an ex. If that is your
solution, might as well start splitting up the
CD collection. This is true for business part-
nerships too. Time to get on the same page,
work in the same box, run it up the flag pole,
or some pther business term. You are inter-
ested in finding someone you can really be
open with and not just nice.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) You are in an orga-
nizing mood this month. You are looking back
at your past performance at work and where
you are now. If there are employee problems,
you are leading the pack in expressing your
point of view. You are tired of hearing the
“team” lecture and want the boss to be in there
and be a worker as well as a leader, Some of
this may stem from the fact that you are not
feeling all that valued. After the 20th, you

move your laser beam to relationships. If you
don’t have one, you will want one. If you have
one, they had better make you know it.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Such a time of

relationships for you, Some are coming to an
end and some are just beginning. In estab-
lished relationships such as legal partner
ships and romantic commitments, you need
to look at where you are going. Are you hoth
working from the same agenda? You are not
so romantic as vou are looking to use your
energy for practical establishment of a foun-
dation that can carry you and those loved
ones through your later years of AARP and
Dentu-Cream. If you are not involved, yvou
are looking at those potential partners with a
very discriminating eve. You will move with
caution and certainty.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Home projects
and family outings take the spotlight for you
this month. Just what sort of history and tra-
ditions are you establishing for vou and your
special lifestyle? Invite those friends and
family members in for an early barbecue. Or

plunge into an early spring cleaning. Look in
all those boxes that you put in the attic and
forgot about. Take a trip down Nostalgic Bou-
levard. This could look like moving, redeco
ting, or going to visit your parents, You
'd some connections to your roots. Plant a
table garden. That will help give yvou the
earthy connection and sense of spiritual
rootedness that you are needing.

Aquarius (Jan. 20- Feb. 18) You are more talk-
ative than usual this month, sharing things
about your personal life that vou normally
keep to yourself. Your friends are probahly
wondering just who you are. Friendly but re-
served, vou ordinarily keep most of this data
to yourself. Too many experiences with your
family taught you that anything you exposed
about yourself would be used against you.
This is a time to test that theory and maybe
eliminate those who treat yvou like vour family
did, instead of resorting to old behavior. At the
end of the month, you will want your home to
be a more comfortable place. Time for a trip to
the home-decorating center.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Big changes at
work this year. And this is just the first
round of changes. Some of the plans will
take you far away from where you have been

working. You are being faced with a lot of

decisions about whether or not you want to
stay and ride out the changes. Money issues

are being rubbed in your face this month. If

you have made the decision, you are wonder-
ing if you made the right one. But staying
still doesn’t seem like an option. Behind all
this are some basic shifts in your roots and
your family. You are re-establishing your
foundation. But this time, you get to choose
the one you want and
not have to accept the

one you came with,
Lilly Roddy is a Houston-
based astrologer. She can be

hed at lillyeath@aol.com
or www.cybersim.com/hermes
ommunities, msn.
com/LillysAstrological Pad.
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& Associates Realty

We Have Porches for &ale. . Houses Included!

hen. Large ma

with whirlpool tub, gloss blocks 5

ireplace in large open livi
anced yoard with 1987 with waterfoll and

279,900 Call Bill Balowin 281-850-6862

LIVING LARGE ON HEIGHTS BLVD - office, income or
grond single family. Over 2600 8.1, with 7500 s.1. 1ot with
olley occess. Hordwood fioors, high ceilings, great shope
but ready for spruce up. 4 bedrooms plus study, wa liv
Ing oreas, lorge 1 with huge paniry, 2 bathrooms
Con olso converl bock fo duplex. $239,900 Call Karen
Darr 713-862-1600

THE TOWNHOUSE ALTERNATIVE! Allegro’s new floor plan
includes grent room off kilchen, Exquisite crown molding
hardwoaods, and high callings. Low maintenance living w/
back yard, defoched gorage and minutes to D/T. Front
porch and balcony - Go to PeopleLovePorches.com for
video tour, $349,900 Coll Bill Baldwin 281-850-6862

5 0 bonus. Small
ref inside the
ils 713-446-

HEIGHTS CHARMER remodeled from heod Io toe. Lomge

eat Inferor with sparkling bath and kitchen. All op
plionces included. Energy efficient windows ond screens
Beoutiful hordwood floors.  Extra large ot with carport. If
you love old bul need “like new’ —ihis ones ready
§179,000. Coll Karan Derr 713-862-1600

NEW CONSTRUCTION ALL ARDUND - Coltage Grove bungo
low can be renovated or lof is perfect to bulld your urban
dream home. Bes! kepl Heighls area secret. Can't find thal
loft? Build it herel 5129 900 Coll Richord Buentello B32-
122-1424.

Nas rooir

ing large eal-in &

COTTAGE CHARM IN THE HEIGHTS - Larger than most
bungalows, with hardwood floors, « >eromic lile
kitchen, and braak k.
central afc and heat. Large
plate with gorage Easy «
| Richard Busnt

HEIGHTS CLASSIC dwood floors, cute front porch
with lots of curb apg Lots of vintoge charm for un
der 100K. Recent paint. Cantral A/C & heat, Call Mark
Holland 713-448-7954

HISTORIC MID-RISE - Beautifully renovated 1 and 2
bedroom units, pool, hardwood Noors, granile
counfers, media room/study, Still fime to choose paint
colors. Privote polios ond lerroces. Two parking
spoces. 5135,000 Coll Bill Baldwin 281-850-6862

enDerr.com & PeopleLovePorches.




That’s what you get when
you sign up with Premier and Nextel.

Get FREE NIGHT &
WEEKEND MINUTES for
one year when you sign

up for a qualifying

Nextel Rate Plan.

Buy One, Get One FREE!™
Buy a Nextel Internet-ready phone and
get an identical phone free.

i

Premi
N e " PAGING& WIRELESS — ™suice ™™

713.465.8883 Communicate With Us. 281.575.8500

than $38 ghis

Mextal Nabional Business Plans. Plus plans, [ 504, LIPC 200
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