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Richard Hil

specializing in Houston’s Inner Loop Neighborhoods.

wrovide first rate personal service & the best in marketing skills!
|| le first rate | | \ the best keting skills!

Il vou're in the Heights Area. Montrose or Museum Areas, West University. Bellaire,
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Quality
Stands Out!

Icosed on OVEr $15 Million !
in homes for Year 2000/ Call Me.

T e 0

713.864.0858 | -y ,.-..;l!l..!l!!!!t
| FFMI]H[ PRI]PHHY

Westmoreland Historic District. 416 Emer:

www.RichardHill.com

Richard@RichardHill.com » Ira L Williams home, listed in the National Register of Historic places, was built in
1911. Hardwood floors downstairs, fabulous curly pine paneling, wood burning fireplace,
beamed ceilings, antique lighting and mare!!!! Kitchen has double ovens, gas cook top,
stainless steel appliances and a commercial icemaker. Large Master Suite with separate
office, kitchenette and two bathrooms upstairs. Total of 4 bedrooms, 3 baths. Large,
oversized lot with in-ground pool and spa in the backyard. $599
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For a FREE
analysis of the
value of your
property, call:
888-920-MIKE

METRO

Mike Copenhaver
3730 Kirby Drive, Suite 300 « Houston, TX 77098

 “713.528.1800 - 888.920.MIKE (toll free)

www. mikecopenhaver.com
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cool stuff freebies!
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Telecom Wireless

Family Plan Allows Up
to 2 Free Phones

Free Motorola M3682
Free

leather case, car charger and hands free

Best Ratein Houston

Call for current Proma

Free voicemail, caller 1.D.
Free 1% incoming minute
Free paging alert

Free detail billing

Free conference calling

12320 Bellaire

2808 Milamh.
713.807.1100 281.568.6108

M-F 9:00 to 7:00 SAT

Free PRIMECO
Audiovox 4
1100

yment

200 minuTES $24.99

with free long distance

1 incoming minute on selected
rate plan, voice mail,

Free
caller .D., and car charger .
| _Prepay |

$25.00 @ 75 minutes
$50.00 @ 200 minutes
$75.00 @ 500 Minutes

5193 FM1960 W 11507 Bellaire

281.397.7320 281.988.7400
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11:00 to 5:00 SUN Closed
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2223 Hurny — $398,900
Fabudous 3/2.5/2, bushly landscaped, extras]

(713) 523-4242

Toll-Free: 1-866-RELORON

~ Ronnie Kee, GRI, ABR
BROKER/REALTOR®
Mudti-Million Dollar Prodwcer

reloronnie@aol.com :
Visit: www.ronaldkeeproperties.com

Meet Tammi Wise, Si. Loan Officer ... My Preferred Lender

* Less Than Perfect Credit Programs Available  * Quick Approvals
* No Income, No Asset Verification Programs * Refinance
* 100% Financing

AdamMortgage.Com

(281) 646-8777
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Furnished Model

Now Open!
Open Sun 1-4pm

16 new Parisian-style townhomes
in a gated community.

By: CityCenter
Construction
marketed by:

s

URBANREALTORS.COM

hree bedrooms, three baths in £2.400 square feet of luxury with lavish green
surroundings. Finishes include a limestone entry, granite countertops, satin
nickel pendant chandelier, contemporary maple cabinets, peninsula with
wine sforage. high ceilings and a dining room with French doors leading
to a balcony. Master bath features a double vanity, five-foof whirlpool and
two showerheads. No maintenance fee.

2 13.868.7226

www.UrbanRealtors.com
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News IN our community & OUT in the nation

Briefs compiled by Ann Walton Sieber

PROMOTING THE GLBT COMMUNITY

Getting to know Coy Tow, the GLBT Chamber’s first-ever executive director

he Greater Houston GLBT

Chamber of Commerece

announced at its July meeting
that James Coy Tow will be its first
fulltime executive director. Tow was
one of the founders of the chamber
and served the organization as presi-
dent for the first two years. As execu-
tive director, Tow will spend the
majority of his time promoting the
chamber and Houston's GLBT
community.

Tow says he came out in Houston
15 years ago and has a special fond
ness for the Houston GLET communi-
tv. What he likes most about the
GLBT community, he savs, is the high
percentage of people who are active in
GLBT activism and organizations.
“Probably because of the AIDS epidemic and
healtheare-related aetivities, it brings a sense
of community. More than any other occur-
rence, the AIDS epidemic has caused the
GLBT community to come together as one,”

Tow certainly has the upbeat ener-
gy required for the job as chamber
ED. The son of a New Mexieo state
trooper, Tow majored in political sci-
ence and first saw the world in college
when he toured with the internation-
al performing group Up With People
Not only did he perform, he also han-
dled promotion, logistics, and host
allocation as an advanced team coordinator
“I spent a vear of my life traveling with a
musical produetion, staying with host fami
lies and doing community service in various
lncations,” he says. “It was a remarkable
experience, . . . | learned that people all over
the world are basically alike in desires and
motivations.”

Tow started serving on boards and being
active in community service as a young adult;
in the late 1980°%s, Tow received the
Outstanding American Award, although he

by Melanie Black

was only in his mid-20s.

Tow pursued travel as a career, graduat-
ing from the Northwest Travel Academy in
Phoenix, and working for Muse Air/TranStar
Airlines. In 1986 Tow joined Uniglobe Travel,

and moved up in the company—including a

“I have always been very '
out and never apologized

for my lifestyle.”
—Coy Tow

position as one of the first certified “Making
Good Things Happen” trainers, and the
Easter Seals “spirit” person—until he was

able to open his own Uniglobe franchise ir

Houston in 1993, going on to become the
Houston manager of agency l||'1.'|‘||IF1‘:]'|1'|‘\1 |1.\
1997. Tow currently serves as Director of
Continued Education for the USA operation
of Uniglobe, is a member of the Houston
Travel and Tourism committee and the
International Speakers Bureau

Tow says he finds 1t easy to work within

the .-~5|':|I:_,'|"|[ COmMmuniey and el
beyond the walls that they have about
the GLBT community. “Working with
Easter Seals and my own company, |
have always been very out and never
_|_|u||-|-l=;h-|i ar Ty ii[.".‘\1_'.|l'.“ Tow & Vs

give as much to the community as
any of my straight counterparts. The
bottom line 15 we all have to be
accountable and have to stand up to
those that do not think we deserve
fairness. 1 have been wvery lucky

because I have never had major

being gay. | am truly interesting in
helping all kinds of people in all areas
of the community. We are all one com-
munity and all moving in the same
direction.”

Even in leisure, Tow still includes a

healthy dose

love is music and theater and each summer

of community service. His big

he participates with Bering and Friends rais-
ing money for the Bering Support Network, “I
get a lot of my energy from communi-

ty organization and socials,” Tow

Tow is also the current president
of the Bellaire Democrals, a group
which he helped begin last summer
“We needed to do something to organ-
ize the Democrats in the Bellaire
ares, The meetings are well attended
with up to 95 people at a meeting at a time,
and we are doing some great grassroots
organizing,” Tow says.

On the chamber education committee,
Tow helps run the “Leading and Learning”
leadership training program.

Tow feels his most important aceomplish-
ment in the GLBT community was founding
the chamber. “The chamber really can pro-
mote a positive image of the different aspects
af the eommunity that often aren’t covered by
the media.” B
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All booths at Empower 2001 are in high visibility/high traffic areas. Primo locations are going fast; allotments are
reserved on a first come, first served basis. October 14, 2001, George R. Brown Convention Center

Call 713.523.7576 today to choose the location of your booth at Empower.




THE GLBT YEARS BOOK

You don’t have to be Melissa Etheridge, Ellen DeGeneres,
or Elton John to be a role model | “

ummer vacation draws to a close for

students in just a few short weeks,

bringing a myriad of different emo-

tions for leshian, gay, transgender, and hisex-
ual kids as they get ready for the school vear
Some say that

times have changed, and

GLBT wouth don't

they did some ||.'-]||1I:—~ Years ago

have things as tough as

But when you look into the eves of this

by Sally A. Huffer

coworkers, its message is that GLBT people
are normal folks with normal jobs and nor-
mal lives

The photo of the anonymous voung man
from the class of 1995 was submitted by his
mother, but the majority have been submit-
ted by individuals who self-identify as gay,
like
Banker)

transgender,
Houstonians Brandon Wolf (1965,

lesbian, bisexual, or

and Roger Donley

young man wearmg a

brown shirt in his school
photograph, and then read
the caption underneath

“1895,

cide"— it's clear that isola-

committed sui-

tion and fear are not
buried in the past

This one photo speaks
volumes as to why the
GLBT Years Book
(www.gayvearbook.com
was created last vear by
PFLAG Reno and the Safe
Schools Coalition
Northern Nev

|]l'.\i;'.||l'(| to show lll{iul'\ I.H-\Illl_1]| that it 15 pos-

gible to make it through those trying years,
the GLBT Years Boo
phot

i5 an online gallery of

graduation graphs, listed without

names, but with the current profession of the
subjeets. In showeasing average, everyday

friends, family members, neighbors, and

Openly Gay Municipal
Judge Appointed

A‘rlill'l‘.l'_\. Steve Kirkland has been
appointed Houston's second openly gay
Municipal Court judge. Houston City Couneil
confirmed Mayor Lee Brown's nomination at
the June 20 council meeting, Kirkland will
serve as an associate judge to complete an
unexpired term ending June 21, 2002. John
Paul Barnich was Houston's first openly gay
municipal judge, being appointed in March
1999,

Kirkland, a longtime community activist,

practices environmental and commercial
law. He has been active in the Democratic

Party and in neighborhood issues, such as

Brandon Wolf (left) is a graduate of Ben
Lippen School, Asheville, N.C., class of
1965. Roger Donley is o graduate of
Thornridge High School in Dalton, Il
Ml class of 1986,

(1986, Lawyer)
Joth of these gay
men are con-
that

youth

cerned
todav's

know the Y are not

alone, and that

the future holds
promise.

Wolfl, now 53
painfully remem-
':n-l'_-\

feeling he

didn't fit in with
his elassmates
“(Growing up in a
very small town and being from a very reli-
gious family,” Wolf says, “I never felt I relat
ed to the others throughout my school years.”

When his best

girls, he

friends became attracted to

alone and i1solated

felt even more
Wolf says he was depressed and slept a lot
during his teen vears. He wighed he had a
affordable housing and higtorie preservation

Hl' was

Community Development Corp., which adve-

a founding member of the Avenue

cates for and provides low-income housing,
of the Old Sixth Ward
as Annise Parker's cam-
1991 and 1995, and as

1991, as well as

-'ITH]. was vice chair

TIRZ. He

a1gn manager in
=1 L

served

being the

Dollars

treasurer since
treasurer of the Gay and Lesbiar
PAC.

“Kirkland’s environmental expertise and
legal experience will add a new dimension to
city efforts to enforee environmental regula-
tions. 1 believe he will make an outstanding
Judge,” Parker said

Kirkland graduated from Rice University
and the University of Houston Law Center.
After working as a senior attorney at Texaco

Ch Oi(&!ﬁCETn

actien
ood ,Be"a'u"*i'm'a-: PrYiSice
c uluu_ud DE chred, but 4%
1'm not alone™
s 7 2 Wty e

switch he could flip to end his life, or, even
better, one to erase his existence in the first
Those

send in his photo, to show others the per-

place memories motivated him to

spective time has given him, something he

didn’t have as a teen and before he found the
courage to come out
Donley,

save lives, so much so that he's gone on a pro-

43, also thinks the website could
motional gpree, He asks others to submit their
photos, asks organizations to include informa
tion about GLBT Years Book in their newslet-
ters, and e-mail group discussion groups, or

create links to the website. Exposure is the

Don’t Give Up.
Plan Your Future With VIRACEPT".

key, Donley believes, not only for those who
can send in pictures to help the website grow,
but also for teens to know it exists, Though
]\'l[||r-_'. is on the loeal EJ]'-]..-\.(:- iln.'||'1|, ]'.u' }\.rl,-é

o yvour viral load

Because it's strong and effective. K
dewn the #1 prescribed HIV
RACEP] 3
Becadlise it's easy to live with. VIRAC
schedule and manage f
all kinds of peaple continue to le
own terms.
Because it saves future options. When choosing a
treatrnent plan, it's important to consider what options
you will have in the tuture. Studies show taking VIRACEPT
early on leaves you with choices in treatment for later.
Ask vour doctor about your future with VIRACEPT,

VIRACERPT

nelfinavir mesylate

.
of its kind

on track

purchased advertising for the website out of

his own pocket. He also made sure there was

a rainbow flag with www.gayvearbook.com

nanageabie side effect

written in big block letters that was carried in i their li X n II‘-"i'
a el ives on ine

the Pride Parade and at the PFLAG booth at
the Pride Festival
photos in the GLBT Years

from

['he schoaol
Book

retired man who graduated in

range a sepia-tone photo of a
1937 to the
1937

graduate has created a small white hanner

color photo of a 2001 graduate. The

on his photo, succinctly expressing the pro-

ject’s mission—it simply reads, “Hane In

THERE KIns." B

VIRACEPT is indicated in combination with other
antiretroviral agents for the treatment of HIV
nfection. The most common side effect of
VIRACEPT is diarrthea, which can usually be
controlled with over-the-counter treatments.
cription and non-prescription drugs

s should not be taken with
yur daoctor first, For

irs have be

until 1998, he is now in private practice and
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Municipal Court's Parking Administration.

Book, Bell Candle

B ering
Church

approach to ministry and GLBT outreach
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some people, prote:
associated with the or

of digbetes mel

Memorial United Memorial
has continued its interesting S

with the opening of a church bookstore,

which is named Footnotes®. Opened April 1

] ( 1at, and a
bleeding in hemophiliacs. HIV drugs do
not cure HIV infection or prevent you
from spreading the virus.

A
members INCr

by dedicated Bering Larry
Broughton and AlanYork, “It's a safe haven
for visitors to browse around,” Broughton
says. “It's almost a visiters' center.”
Broughton got his leading to start a book- - ; e B b Refer to the important i
the next pa ror more |
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store at Bering after visiting the bookstore at
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VIRACEPT®
(nelfinavir mesylate)
Tablets and Oral Powder
Information for Patignts
about VIRACEPT" E_U'l—m—wuﬂ

Fil-ra-veer| megyfate

For the Treatment of Human
Immunadeficiency Virus (HIV) infection
s 1aking VIRACEFT, Also, pleas
phinn, just in ¢
nent for

Please re
read fhis lea
his changed. This is 2 summary and not a re
discussion with your doc You and yaur dod
whin you start taking his medication and of
ramain under & doctor's cang when Lk
or stog treatmeant without first talking with your doctor

Mert: Find out about medicines that should NOT be taken with
VIRACEPT, Please also read the section "MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT
TAKE WITH VIRACEPT®

WHAT IS VIRACEPT AND HOW DOES IT WORK?

ral drugs in the

1S (HIY) infection
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'WHO SHOULD OR SHOULD NOT TAKE VIRACEPT?

Together weth your doctor, you need i decide whether WRACEPT i appmopriae
for you. In making yoirr decison. the following should be considerd
Aliergies: If you have had a serious aflergic reaction to VIRAGEPT, you
must not take VIRAGEPT, You 50 Inform your doctor, nurse, or
pharmacist of ibistEnces such as other medicings,
Toods, prese p8s, O dyes

I you are pregrant: The effects of VIRACE
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VIRACEPT powder can be foand in a
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taking VIRACEFT

Other medical problems: Contaln medcal problems miay affect the use
Of VIRACEFT. Some people takang protease inhibitors have developed new
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CAN VIRACEPT BE TAKEN WITH OTHER MEDIGATIONS?

VIRACEPT may irleract with o1her Uruq" II'IL|LIE|II'IEI those you take withaou!

4 prescrigstion; You must i  drugs that you ane

laking (¢ gré planning r: before you tok "II TACEFT

Medicines you should not take with VIRACEPT:

Propulsat™ jcissprida, far hearthurm)

Cordarons® (amindasone, for iregudar heartbeat)

Quiriding far irmegukar hirtheat), also known as Ouinaglute®,
Cardioquin®, Quinidex®, and olhers

Eroot dertviitvess (Catergol™ and others. for migraine headache)
Haleion™ {irazolam)

Varsad™ (midazolam)
Mevacor® (lovastatin, for choles
Zocar® (simvastatin, for chokesterol kvering)

teral kwerng)

Taking the above drugs with VIRACEPT may cause serious andor life-
Thraatening adverse events

Rifampin® (for tuberculesis), also known as Rimactane®, Aifadin®,
Ritater ™, or Ritamate®
Thiss drug reduces blood levels of VIRACEPT.

Diose reduction regiired if you take VIRACEPT with: Mycobutin®
(rikatuting for MACY you will need o tke a bewer dasa of Mycobutin

A change of therapy should be considered if you are taking
VIRACEPT with:

Phiencbarbite
Prenyioin [(Eantin® and others)
Carhamazeping (Tegrator® and others)

These agents may reduce the amount of VIRACEPT in your blood and
make It kess |
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i youl are taking the pill fo prevent pee
type of comraception since WRACEPT m
oral contracepiives
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WHAT ARE THE SIDE EFFECTS OF VIRAGEPT?

Like all medicings, VIRACEFT can cause side efiects. Most of the side
effects experienced with VIRACEPT have baen milld 1o moderate. Deinten

i5.the most cammon side effect in peaple taking VIRACEPT, and maost
adult patents had at & milld dizrrhea at some point during freatment
In chinical studies, about % af patients receving VIRACEPT 750 mg
(hree tabdets) three times daily or 1250 mg (five tablets) two fimes daily
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uging antidiartheal madicines, such ags imodium® A-D (loperamide) and
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Other side effects that occurred i 2% or more of patients recaling
VIRACEPT inclixde nausea, gas and rash

There were ather side effects noted in clinical studies that occurred in
less than 2% of patients recaiving VIRACEFT. However, these side effects
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Take VIRACEPT exactly as directed by your doctor, Do not Increase ar
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The: recorumendad adult tose of VIRACEPT is 1250 myg (five tablets) taken
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dose should be taken with & meal of light snack
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3 30 mikg (or 9 10 14 mo/pound) per dose, faken three mes
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approved his propoesal after he developed a
business plan and pulled together a book-

gtore committee, The bookstore is a work of

In&0ut

Trott's partner, political activist Michael

MeGowan, will also retire from his poesition
as chair of the center’s board when

his term ends.

“The daily job of running the center
has become too stressful for me, both
physically and financially,” Trott said.
“I need to focus now on my own health

s tlime now

and retirement. | know
for a vounger generation of men and
women to step forward and lead the
ter at some new location, . . . It's

¢
time for me to play the role of elder
statesman—or maybe Bette Davis in
her later vears!™

The community center’s board has
selected Martin Herrera as interim
R‘.‘;l:'l'l.ll..l\.'L' d'.l'['t'!l]'l'. .in(] l.hi!_\" are U.l'ii\'l'-
ly looking for a new location, as Trott
has plans to sell the property in the
fall. The center functions as a meeting
place for community erganizations and
provides services for a variety of
des programs for the

groups. It
HIV population, women with health
problems, gay and lesbian veterans,

and young people, among others,

love, and brings in about $1,500 in revenues
monthly for the church.

Footnotes™ offers a wide range of books on
GLBT spirituality, relationships, and coming
out. Gifts range from the fun to the contem-
plative, from “Go Against the Flow" T-shirts;
to “Holy Bears” and “Unity Bears”; to CDs by
groups like the Turtle Creek Chorale, the
Dallas Women's Chorus, Janie Hall, and var-
ious praise and worship CDs by WOW Music
featuring a variety of Christian vocalists.
They have sun catchers, and James Avery sil-
ver jewelry, including a ecustom design of the
Bering eross, Plus they have a fragrant and
unusual selection of candles

You den't have to be a member to browse
or shop, Staffed entirely by volunteers, the
bookstore is mostly open around services and
meetings at the church. Hours are Wed.,
6-7:30 p.m.; Thur, 6-8 p.m.; and Sun.,
8-10:46 am. & 12:1 Bering
Memorial is located at 1440 Harold.

San Antonio Community
Center Facing Changes

an  Antonio’s Gay and

-1 pm.

Leshian
Community Center is facing major
changes a3 its primary benefactor has decid-
ed to bow out. The center was basically made
possible by Byron C. Troft, who served
director, major fundraiser, and who provided
the property in which the center was located.

Trott said that the community center in
Los Angeles played a “life-changing” role in

his own coming-into-his-own process as a

young gay man, and he felt San Antonio sore-

lv needed such a resource.

“The center has also served an important
social role,” Trott said, “because it's a place
where people can have dinner and watch tel-
evision and just hang out without the neces-
sity of sitting in a smoky bar or some over-
priced fey cafe. It's politically important for
homos to socialize and network, and it's just
the thing that our enemies fear the most.”

Happy Birthday, Tori!

F.‘ln:- of Tori Amos have devised a creative
way to honor their hero and help out with
Amos’s social justice efforts. Amos will turn
38 in August (August 22, to be exact), so her
fans are holding fundraising “Toribash”
birthday parties throughout the month all
around the United States and in 10 countries
internationally that will benefit The Rape,
Abuse & Incest National Network (RAINNJ;
the nonprofit organization was founded
1994 and has received support from Amos,
along with other celebrities such as Sarah
MeLachlan, R.E.M., Natalie Merchant,
Jewel, Sheryl Crow, The Dave Matthews
Band, U2, Ani DiFranco, Paul Shaffer,
Jennifer Aniston, Jennie Garth, Jamie
Walters, and Michael J. Fox. RAINN oper-
ateg the country’s only national hotline for
victims of rape and zexual assault.

“We fans, who like to refer to ourselves as
Toriphiles, are wanting to show our love for
Tori and her music,” says Karen Rawlings,
who is one of the coordinators of the
Toribash. “We know Houston is a big-hearted
city and will respond generously to this most
worthy cause. There are many Tori fans in

Houston, but you need not be a Tori fan to
help support RAINN, All you need be is a
compassionate, caring person. "

Houston’s Toribash will be held Saturday,
August 19, at the Club Roxy, 5351 W.
Alabama. For info about the event, call
281/824-9600 or e-mail toribash@hot-
mail.com or vigit their website at www. torib-
ash.freeurl.com. To eall the RAINN hothine,
| 1-800/656-HOPE or see their website
http//www.rainn.org.

e

Teen Admits Killing
Gay Friend

Jun Paul Marsh, who recently turned 17

old, has told police he killed his
friend Nathan Mayoral, in. March, =sav-
agely beating the younger boy to death

years

because he considered their homosexual rela-

tionship “an abomination.”

In his confession, Marsh said his reli-
gious upbringing at home made him feel hor-
rible about his homosexuality, The Marsh
family said Jon Paul had been depressed for
more than a year and was at the time in
therapy where he was trying to deal with his
homosexual feelings.

Anthony Mayoral, the dead boy's father,
refuses to believe Nathan was involved in a
gay relationship. “I mean, I love Nathan the
same either wawv. I just don't believe it ‘eause
I know he liked girls.”

Marsh told authorities he had no |a|;'1|1:'-; to
hurt the younger boy, but Mayoral fell and
hit his head “pretty hard” and at that point
Marsh got a heavy ceramic pot and beat
Mayoral with it as well as banging the boy’s
head on the floor repeatedly.

Finally, Marsh said, he stood on
Mayoral's neck and began beating him in the
head with a hammer. He then drove the
wrapped body to a remote area and dumped
it in a ditch. About a week later the body was
discovered.

In his confession, Marsh told police his
sexual relationship with the younger boy
“was the last thing keeping me hating
myself. [ didn't want the relationship we had,
and I just couldn't, I just couldn't be his
friend.”

Marsh is free on $75,000 bond waiting
for a trial date.
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National Briefs

Remove Those
Pride Banners

KLAHOMA CITY, Okla.—Oklahoma

City Mayor Kirk Humphreys asked city
officials if Gay Pride banners that the city
has displayed on downtown utility poles for
several years during Gay Pride events can be
banned as “controversial.”

The banners are put up by the Cimarron
Alliance Foundation to promote Gay Pride.
Although Cimarron had permits when they
put up the banners at 44 poles earlier this
year, city workers took them down after the
city received complaints, But city workers
had to then put them back up when attor-
neys for Cimarron threatened to sue.

Humphreys said, “They [homosexuals]
have a right to behave that way if they want
to. But I don't think they have the right to
use public facilities to advance their philoso-
phy, for the same reasons that Neo-Nazis, the
Ku Klux Klan, and religious groups don't.”

The city attorney is considering what
sorts of regulations the city can put on the
banner program

South African Catholics
Look at Condoms

OHANNESBURG, South Africa—The
Jgnuth['l'n Africa Catholic Bishops
Conference says it will discuss a proposal to
support the use of condoms to fight the AIDS
l‘[]li‘l.l‘l'l'l]t'.

The proposal was included in a policy
paper by Bishop Kevin Dowling of
Rustenberg, S. Africa, after talks he had with
local health officials who told him infection
rates in some regions are as high as 50
percent.

The proposal flies in the face of Vatican
policy that abselutely bars the use of artifi-
cial birth control methods and is expected to
pit church traditionaligt against more prag-
matic clerics

Wimberly Teacher Sues

DALLAS—GT'&([)' Roper has filed a law-
suit against the Katherine Anne Porter
School in Wimberley because, his suit
charged, he was fired after defending a stu-
dent mural at the school depicting
two men kissing.

Roper savs the 30-by-10-foot mural was a
student project at the private charter school
that depicted, among other things, a two-
foot-square section with two men kissing

The painting created a stir at the
school, but still got a unanimous vote of
support by the school’s faculty. Then, dur-
ing one weekend, the entire mural was
painted over. Roper says when he com-
plained to the school principal, he was crit-
icized and then fired.

Roper's lawsuit charges the school violat-
ed his free speech rights under the federal
and state constitutions by retaliating against
him when he spoke out in defense of the stu-
dent mural

NY Win for Same-Sex
University Housing

LBANY, N.Y.—The New York Court of

Appeals, the state's highest court, has
ruled that a lesbian couple could sue Yeshiva
University for denying them access to hous-
ing it reserved for married graduate
students.

The court reversed two lower court rul-
ings that Yeshiva's Albert Einstein College of
Medicine in the Bronx violated New York
City's anti-bias laws covering sexual orienta-
tion with its policy of basing housing access
on marital status.

Attorneys for Yeshiva argued that the
policy didn't diseriminate because it had the
same effect on unmarried heterosexuals as it
had on unmarried homosexual students.

But James Esseks, the attorney who

argued the case for the ACLU, said, “The
eourt’s decision today says that if you
make marriage the primary qualification
for anything, you are likely going to wind
up discriminating against lesbians and
gay men.”

The Court of Appeals sent the case back
for rehearing to a lower trial court where the
two women are now expected to prevail
against the private school.

NJ Extends Protections
to Transgendered

RENTON, N.J.—New Jersey state

Appeals Court Judge Steven Lefelt has
ruled that the state’s existing anti-hias laws
bar discrimination against transgendered
individuals even though they are not specifi-
cally mentioned in the statutes.

Judge Lefelt ruled that it was “incompre-
hensible” that the anti-bias laws, which pro-

hibit diserimination based on gender and
sexual orientation, would permit bias against
individuals who are changing or have
already changed their gender.

The case was brought by Carla Enriquez
who had been selected to be medical director
of an outpatient facility in 1995. When hired,
Enriquez dressed as a male and went by the
name Carlos Enriquez.

Enriquez was fired, however, when start-
ing gender-reassignment therapy that
included living entirely as a female in
advance of surgery and changing her name
legally.

Coke Joins to Battle
HIV/AIDS in Africa

EW YORK—Peter Piot of UNAIDS has

announced that the Coca-Cola Company
has agreed to join the UN efforts to battle
HIV/AIDS in Africa. Coca-Cola, perhaps to
the surprise of some, is the largest single cor-
porate employer in Africa

Although there were few details in the
announcement, UNAIDS said the giant bot-
tling and soft-drink ecompany would use its
enormous marketing and distribution net-
work in Africa to help spread information
about how to avoid HIV infection, distribut-
ing test kits, and some limited care for people
infected with the virus.

Piot said, “We are excited about this
partnership and what it means in the fight
against AIDS."”

Interrupted AIDS Drug
Treatment Shows Promise

UENOS AIRES—A small federal AIDS

study, known as structured treatment
interruption (STI) has shown promise, Dr.
Anthony Fauei told delegates at the
International AIDS Conference in Buenos
Aires,

Fauci, head of the U.S. National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said the
study of 10 AIDS patients involving one week
on medication interrupted by one week with-
out the drugs showed no indication HIV lev-
6ls inereased and no signs of the virus mutat-
ing. Other studies have found one or the
other problems resulting from longer-term
interruptions in medications.

AIDS researchers said the study is
promising, but they were concerned it
involved such a small number of patients.
Fauci said a larger study of STI is currently
being prepared. —*

AUGUST 2001 15

Cutomart




Leshians Could Give Birth
to Their Own Kids

YDNEY—Australian scientists sav a

genetic technique they're working on to
help infertile men may someday allow a les-
bian couple to have babies that are genetical-
Iy a product of only the two women.

Dr. Orly Lacham-Kaplan of Monash
University in Melbourne gaid the sperm-free
technique uses a gamete, a cell they've
manipulated to strip out one set of its chro-
mosomes, She said they have already suc-

ceeded in ereating mice embryvos using this

technique with a gamete from male mice,
Lacham-Kaplan said that at least in the-
ory a lesbian couple could also use the same
technique to produce babies that were a
result of their combined genetic material

She noted, however, that there are some

aspects of development that are contre

by the paternal genes and this could be
problematic
“But we have no |3‘.'lu-!' vet that it 1s or is

not a problem,” she said

Bush Denies Salvation
Army Agreement

ASHINGTON, D.C.—The Bush admin
istration has formally denied it had
any deal with the Salvation Army to get the
national charity group’s support of its faith
based initiative in exchange for exempting
some religious groups from anti-discrimina
tion laws that prevent them from refusing to
hire gays and leshians
White House press spokesman An
Fleischer told reporters asking about the
agreement that was reported in the
Washington Post, "No. Absolutely not. Never
has been. Never
The Post reported that the Salvation
Army said in the agreement that it would

has been.”

support the Bush administration’s faith-
based initiative in exchange for new federal
regulations protecting it and other religious
groups from having to hire gays and leshians
or provide domestic partner benefits.
Fleischer said the Salvation Army had

misunderstood the administration’s position

on the i
that,” he said. Fleischer said the Bush
administration supports pending House leg-
islation that adheres to existing federal civil
rights laws.

The Bush proposal, however, says noth-
ing about civil rights protections for gays and
leshians although it does cover existing fed-
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ue. “And they've been advised of

eral categories of race, color, sex, and

disability

Wimbledon Winner
Doesn’t Like “Faggots”

ONDON—Homophobic remarks by

Wimbledon champ Goran Ivanisevic got

little news coverage despite his rh profile.

At a news conference following the
Wimbledon win, Ivanisevie was asked why
he threw his racket and kicked the net after
a judge made a call

Ivanisevic said he didn't like the _.FHFJE-,:L'..“-
call—or the judge. “And that guy, a little . . .
you know, he looks like a faggot a little bit.

This hair all over him.”

He also called another judge who made a
ruling he didn't like “that ugly, ugly lady, She
was really ugly, you know. Very serious. I was
kind of like scared, vou know.”

The (-‘-:1_\ & Lesbian Alliance ,-\L{uil';.-I
Defamation (GLAAD l'.'.‘.[ll'l'.“."!'ll concern, nod
just about the tennis ace’s remarks, but also
about the media blackout about the incident

‘1

CAN Ccasl

AAD is concerned that an athlete

ally drop a word like ‘faggot’ in a
high-profile media interview, and not only is

there very little media cove » of his com-

ment, but several reporters in the room can
be heard laughing at it,” said Seott Seomin
of GLAAD., *If Ivanisevic had used the ‘n-
word’ to refer to a linesman, 1 doubt that
press reaction would have been this muted.
I hope the media does not have a double-
standard when responding to public expres-
sions of bigotry.”

ESPN also ‘.'|'-||l-l'||'-| that it wasn't the
first time Ivanisevic had made such com-
ments. Earlier this yvear he told a reporter
“Hey, sometimes [ watch the TV, and then I
see the guys when they throw the rackets.
They throw it like a faggot, you know, They

throw it not to throw it.”

Kenya President:
No Sex for Two Years

ATROBI, Kenya—Apparently respond-
Nin-r-; to pressures from Christian and
Muslim clerics, Daniel arap Moi, Kenya's
president, has urged the nation’s residents to
abstain from sex for at least two years in an
effort to curb the spread of HIV/AIDS

Earlier in July, Moi announced plans hy
the government to distribute 300 million
condoms te fight the epidemic. But
Christian and Muslim ecleries quickly

attacked the condom plan as “committing

suicide™ because it would only encourage

young people to have sex.

Now Moi says Kenyans should refrain
from sex “even for only two years” as the best
way to thwart the further spread of HIV
Some 700 people die every day in Kenya from
AIDS and 2.2 million of the country’s 30 mil
lion population are infected with HIV,

Questioning the
Utah Starzz

E ;.-\I.'J' LAKE CITY—Gay rights advocates
in Utah are increasingly concerned that
the management of the Women’s National

Basketball Association team. the Utah

Starzz, is shunning potential leshian and

gay fans.

Several of the fledgling WNBA teams,
which have been struggling to increase their
fan base since the league started, have
recently begun actively wooing lesbians as
part of their natural audience

I'he Los Angeles Sparks recently showed
1ip at The Girl Bar in West Hollywood, an
enormous leshian e¢lub with some 20,000
members, to promote the women’s team at a
['r'llllll-'l||r||:_|. event

But in Salt Lake City, Michelle Turpin of
Unity Utah, has written to Ron Goceh, opera-
tions manager of the Starzz, saying there
was a “growing perception among the lesbian
community that the Starzz management
and/or ownership are ashamed of its large
leshian fan base.”

lurpin went on to write, *On several
occasions, Starzz people were asked to make

appearances at fund-raising events for g

and leshian charities. It seems clear from the
response that there is a sense of fear and
intimidation, induced by management, about
participating in such events.”

Some rights activists have even dis-
cussed a possible boycott of Larry Miller, an
automaobile dealership owner who also nwns

the Utah Jazz and Starzz.

Belgrade Pride Near Riot

FELGRADE—Belgrade’s first Gay Pride

parade turned into a near riot when far-
right extremists, skinheads, and Serbian
nationalists began pelting marchers with
rocks and then swarmed into the crowds
attacking marchers,

Police at the event fired shots into the air
to try to stop the attacks, but dozens of
marchers were treated for imjuries and at least
four marchers had to be hospitalized. Six offi-

cers were algo injured in the melee, *
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The city’s police chief, Bosko Buha, later
said no one had expected such a larger and
violent turnout by anti-gay elements and
that only 50 officers had been assigned to the
march.

Authorities said about a dozen of the
attackers had been arrested at the time and
that they expected more arrests shortly.

Preshyterians First Step
to End Gay Ban
By a vote of 317

l OUISVILLE, Ey—By a v " 317 to
208, the elders of the Presbvterian

Chureh (USA) have voted to remove the 2
million member denomination’s ban against
gays serving as ministers,

The wvote, however, still requires the
approval of a majority of the church’s local
governing organizations, or preshyteries,
during the next year

If the removal of the ban then finally does
win approval, it would allow local churches
to decide whether or not gay and lesbian pas-
tors could serve.

Minnesota Strikes Down
Sodomy Law

INNEAPOLIS, Minn
District Court Judge Delia Pierce has

Minnesota

ruled that a recent decision striking down
the state’s sodomy law applies to everyone in
the state, not just the handful of plaintiffs
who has legally challenged the law.

The ACLU has asked the court to declare
the ruling a class action to remove any
ambiguity about its impact, but the state
attorney general had unexpectedly opposed
that move.

The latest ruling, a simple technicality,
removed any doubt.

“There can be no question now:
Minnesota’s sodomy law has been struck
down, and cannot be invoked anywhere in
the state,” said Leslie Cooper of the ACLU's
lesbian and gay rights project.

Sinead: Never Agreed
to Be in Tour—and
She’s Now Straight

ONDON—Pop singer Sinead O'Connor
lowered & double-whammy in Ireland
when she told reporters that she had never
agreed to be part of the Wotapalava, the gay
pop music festival, that had been slated to
start touring in the U.S. later in July and
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that, although she came out in 2000 as a les-
bian, she 18 now straight and engaged in
[nf!l"l'}' a man.

In addition to (FConnor, Wotapalava had
been promoted as featuring the Pet Shop
Boys, Soft Cell, Magnetic Fields, and Rufus
Wainwright.

Earlier, Pet Shop singer Neil Tennant
announced that without a suitable replace-
ment for O'Connor, the 18-city concern tour
would have to be canceled.

(¥Connor said that she and Tennant had
talked about her joining the Wotapalava
tour, but that “nothing was ever signed.”

Report: Oral Sex HIV Risks
Greater Than Believed

ONDON—A report issued by Britain's

Public Health Laboratory Service
(PHLS) indicates that the risks of HIV trans-
mission via oral sex are higher than most
public health officials had believed

While the transmission risks remain com-
paratively small, research conducted in the
U.S. and the UK, among gay men in joint
studies suggest that oral sex may be the
route of HIV transmission in as many as 8
percent of the total HIV infections studied

Dr. Barry Evans of PHLS said, “The pic-
ture that is emerging is that the risk is
greater than previously thought.”

Antigay Games
Opponents Refused Bank
Accounts in Montreal

ONTREAL—The Royal Bank in

Montreal was refused to open an
account for an anti-gay group that is trying
to prevent the city being selected as the site
for the Gay Games in the year 2006

The No Committee 2006, a coalition of

several antigay groups, formed shortly after
the city of Montreal announced it would offi-
cially bid for the (:1'1}-' Games. But when the
No Committee went to the Royal Bank to
open account, the bank said no because it
didn't want to be invelved with discriminate-
ry organizations.

“We refuse to support or oppose discrimi-
natory activities of any kind," said Raymond
Chouinard of the Royal Bank. “Since we
want to stay outside, we think we should not
be supporting an organization indirectly
through the opening of an account.”

Chouinard said the bank 1s reviewing its
refusal, but added, “I doubt that we'll be

able to change our position on this because
of the nature of the goals that the organiza-
tion has.”

Daniel Cromier, head of the No
Committee, however, threatened to sue the
bank if it refused to open the account. “If the
bank doesn't change its mind, we're going to
sue the bank,” he said. “We feel the Royal
Bank has no right to refuse the account and
we're going to fight this until we are allowed
to open an account at this bank.”

Montreal, Chicago, Atlanta, and Los
Angeles are all bidding for the Gay Games in
2006, City officials expect the games would
draw some 24,000 participants with an esti-
mated 200,000 spectators.

Cross-dressing Campers’
Party Upsets Parents

EW ORLEANS—Complaining parents

have put a halt—at least temporarily-
to a cross-dressing party for 11- and 12-year-
old summer campers in New Orleans

City recreation department officials say
young campers came up with the idea for the
cross-dressing party six years ago and it's
become a tradition at the annual summer
camp since then.

But this year a parent complained to the
new head of the recreation department, call-
ing it “a subtle part of the overall homosexu-
al agenda to progressively indoctrinate our
society with :-.!rm‘iﬁuri efforts toward our chil-
dren and yvoung people.”

Charlene Lowther, the new recreation
direetor, isn't amused. “The only thing we are
trying to do is to give the kids a fun summer,”
Lowther said

She has temporarily put a hold on the
cross-dressing party while she reviews it.

Playwright
John Hebert Dead

THH(JN']‘( }—John Herbert, who authored
the highly successful 1964 play Fortune
and Men's Eyes died at his home in Toronto.
He was 74 years old.

Fortune, which depicts a prison rape and
“husband-wife” sexual relationships that
some inmates develop behind bars, was too
controversial for any Canadian theater com-
pany to put on and was first performed in
New York in 1967.

Eventually the drama enjoved a success-
ful off-Broadway run, was made into a film,
and was produced around the world. B
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Business News

Christine Coberly, former
director of the Bering Support
Network, has left Bering after
nine years to begin a private
ecounsgeling practice. Coberly's
specialties include individual and
group work with gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgendered
survivors of sexual abuse,
complicated and disenfranchised
grief, and compassion fatigue
burnout issues common to
professional and volunteer
caregivers. Her new office is
located at 3131 W. Alabama,
between Kirby and Buffalo
Speedway, People interested in
counseling can call Christine
Coberly, MA, LPC at 713/524-
6252, ext. 3 for \

more information.

NAMES Project
Houston
presentls its
monthly fabrie
sale benefiting its
AIDS Memorial
Quilt programs.
Come see and buy
fabric-store fabrics at garage-sale
prices. Lots of newly arrived
bundles and rolls in a spectrum
of colors, designs, and textures.
Great bargains for sewers and
costumers looking for unusual
materials. Free Starbucks coffee
and Krispy Kreme doughnuts.
7 am.—4 p.m. at the NAMES
Project Learning Center in
Chelsea Market, 4617 Montrose,
Suite C-140. For more info, call

713/526-2637.

Muscle Mechanics Personal
Training Studio goes "LIVE”
with its new online domain at
www. MuseleMechanics.com. It's
filled with information on their
services provided and with useful
links to help vou find answers to
your fitness questions. Visit them
at www.MuscleMechanics.com
and don't forget to sign their
guest book.

A new recard was set on June 30,
when $57.000 in college scholar-
ships was awarded to 19 gay,

leshian, bisexual, or trans-

gendered (GLBT) students in the
Houston area. These awards
bring total scholarship funding
by the PFLAG/HATCH Youth
Scholarship Foundation to
$187,000 since the foundation
was formed in 1997, * Students
at the awards ceremony speci-
fied study goals as varied as edu-
cation, business, medicine, mu-
sic, art and journalism. Enroll-
ment includes a wide range of
several 2-year schools as well as

The University of Texas, Prairie

View University, University of

Houston, Grinnell and Stanford.
* The Youth Scholarship Foun-
dation ig an independent 501(¢)3
corporation formed when
PFLAG (Parents, Family and

Friends of Lesbians and Gays)

PFLAG/H.A.T.C.H. scholarship winners.

and H.A.T.C.H. (Houston Area
Teen Coalition of Homosexuals)
collaborated to ['nr'n\"ir]t.’ scholar-
ships to gay, lesbian, bisexual
and l:':.-LJ‘:.-cf_fwLc|t‘1'a-d yout h. Schol-
arships are available for stu-
dents pursuing 2-year or 4-year
degree programs as well as
vocational school certification.
¢ One of the 2001 awards
was named the Gary Van
Ooteghem Scholarship in his
honor as a founder of the PFLAG
HATCH eoalition. This award was
funded from interest earned on
the Gary Van Ooteghem En-
dowment Fund, which now
amounts to more than $103,000

in principal. ®* Kevin Davidson,

co-founder (secretary/treasurer) of

the yvouth scholarship foundation,
emphasized that fund-raising for
2002 scholarships is already
under way, as well as a drive
to inerease the Gary Van
Ooteghem Endowment Fund
for future awards. Details can
be found on websites for
PFLAG and for H.AT.C.H.

(www.hatchyouth.org). B
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LeftOut

by Daryl Moore

KARL ROVE

The man behind the curtain of the Bush presidency is no friend of Dorothy

hen Dorothy pulled the curtain
back on the gréat and powerful
Wizard of Oz, she discovered that
there was no great and powerful wizard at
all, just a man behind a curtain pulling a few
strings that made the Wizard’s lips move. If
George W. Bush's brain had a curtain and
someone pulled it back, Karl Rove would be
standing behind the curtain pulling the

strings that control the policies pushed by the
13rd president

Since taking office just over six months
ago, Bush has promoted policy after policy
that has been covered with Rove's finger-
prints, Indeed, almost nothing has gotten out
of the Bush White House without Rove's ap-
proval. From provisions of the tax-cut pack-
age to the Navy's bombing on the Puerto
Rican island of Vieques, Rove's hands have
never left the controls.

Why? Because Rove—Bush's senior advi-

sor—is the E.Jl“:llik'il] brain who brought Bush
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to the White House, He adroitly engineered
a public persona that enabled Bush to run as
a compassionate conservative who appealed
to moderates and kept religious conservatives
at bay

Now that Bush is in the White House,
Rove's sole responsibility is to maintain and
build upon Bush’s fragile political base. So,
while Bush's policy wonks craft legislative
packages to send to Capitel Hill for consider-
ation, Rove makes sure that none of the pack-
ages leaves the White House until it is
wrapped in a manner that is acceptable to
religious conservatives.

Hence, while Bush was busy recently pro-
maot i:ij—t his “faith-basged” initiative, Rove was
busy cutting deals with the Salvation Army
so0 it would lobby for the initiative in exchange
for a White House commitment that it and
other religious organizations could receive
government money under the initiative and

still continue to discriminate against gays

and leshians in their hiring practices.

Specifically, Rove cut a deal with the Sal-
vation Army in which it agreed to spend
$90,000 to $110,000 a month lobbying for
Bush’s “faith-based” initiative. In exchange,
the Salvation Army received a “firm commit-
ment” from the White House that the initia-
tive would include a regulation protecting gov-
ernment-funded religious charities like the
Salvation Army from local and state laws ban-
ning discriminatory-hiring practices based on
sexual orientation.

After a Salvation Army memo reflecting
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OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

GAY MOMS, HEALTHY KIDS

Using hard cold research to counter the scare tactics used by the homophobic right

hildren are at the center of the cul-

ture war over the place of gays in

American life. A new review of two
decades’ worth of studies on children raised
by same-sex couples gives some ammunition
to both sides, especially to gay parents, but
the battle is far from over.

Anxiety about potential child molestation
and about what effect gays might have on
children’s sexuality and general development
drives several present-day controversies. It
is surely behind the Boy Scouts’ policy bar-
ring openly gay scoutmasters. It is behind the
effort of some public schools to bar gay-

rht student clubs and the resistance to

straig
a “diversity” curriculum promoting tolerance
of gays. It 18 also part of the justification for
prohibiting same-sex marriage: Marriage is
for raising children, the argument goes, and
we know gays just can’t do that.

Three states—Arizona, Florida, and
Utah—explicitly forbid adoptions by homo-

sexuals. A larger number of states presume
against child custody and adoption by gays.
A possible basis for these laws is that gays
are not fit parents or aren’t as likely as
straights to be fit parents; it's generally just
not in the best interests of children to be
raised by gays. But is this best-interests jus-
tification a mere pretext for antigay animus?

Two sociologists at the University of South-
ern California, Timothy Biblarz and Judith
Stacey, recently analyvzed the available re-
search on children raised by gay couples. In
general, they found that children raised by gay
couples are somewhat different from those
raised in traditional, opposite-sex households
But overall, they turn out just fine

There 15 good news for gay parents raising
kids. According to Biblarz, “Children brought
up by lesbhians and gay men are well adjusted,
have good levels of self-esteem, [and] are as
likely to have high educational attainments

as children raised in traditional heterosexual

\
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families.” There is apparently no difference in
the children’s mental health, including the
incidence of anxiety and depression.

In fact, children raised by gay women have
advantages over children raised in opposite-
sex homes, Co-mothers, the researchers
found, are typically more involved in their
children’s lives and are more nurturing than
heterosexual parents. Two gay mothers also
tend to be more in agreement on approaches
to parenting.

However, children raised by same-sex
parents are not exactly like their peers in tra-
ditional families. Some of
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those differences are arguably for the better stress visited on the children of gay house- ;_m;ﬁ-:.si:muf assessment of vour case.
'!'l'r.'l.\;l'_'.'t- |1||_\."\-L with gav p: ! WEre Mmore holds because of lt'.-l.-Ci‘I:._' ]-_1 other l.'.III]l].r'L'JI.

KEEP us sexually restrained, less aggressive, and more The truth is, we still can’ be certain

nurturing. Girls raised by gay women aspire what effect gay parents have on the dewvel-

I“ MIND to occupations not considered traditionall; opment of their children. We have a pretty : > W
o m 1 £ 1 'r

WHEN You female. They also act and dress i 185 good idea, but not vet enough to convinece - J-ALI‘I‘!J].{
stereotypically feminine ways the skeptics. Il
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sunwear COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY

eye exams * Licensed Professional Counselor 1973 Poisiionib

contact Ienses * Certified IMAGO Relationship Therapist Houston, Texas 77098 m Orga n
* Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist i s
DR. EVAN L.. MAPES * Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor JEANETTE RINANDO ' '
4317 Montrose Blvd. #2 1 . * 20 Years Counseling Experience 7 13-552 -1 1 1 7 s k I I
- SRS 1-800-732-2934 FTOCKWe

3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 910 « HOUSTON, 77098 WWW. W 'I”\Ll re \JHI AWYCI.COm

T13.529.EYES (713) 524-9525 Not Certificd by Texas Board of PROPERTIES

Legal Specialization 713.526.5777 www.morganrockwell.com
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SEX AND THE SINGING GIRL

A gay guest house and an era of prohibition

TAMALALIA 6 (l-r): Rebecca Lowe, Tim Robel, Tamarie Cooper,

I{ ey West is a mad-cap, summer holiday, generational comedy that
plays like a French sex farce with revolving doors in a gay guest
house in Key West, Florida. It's a zany romp that is frothy and fun,

and the perfect summer bonbon. This is the Southwest premiere of

the play, which was a smash hit in San Franciseo. The cast consists
of six males, and the production contains brief nudity. Directed by
Joe Watts. Fridays & Saturdays at 8 p.m., through Aug. 18 @ The-
atre New West, 1415 California (on the ground floor of Sonoma Res-
taurant Bldg.). Tickets are $20. Reservations: 713/394-0464,

Andy Nelson, Elizabeth Stuart, Noel Bowers.

he brains and beauty behind the Tamalalia series of shows,

Tamarie Cooper, turns up in the Prohibition Era in Tamalalia 6,
another Infernal Bridegroom production. As usual, she’s on the right
side of the controversy, serving up drinks and leading the cabaret in
her very own Speakeasy. Expect showgirls, vaudeville acts, singing
waiters, bullfights, dog acts, Busby Berkley-style musical numbers,
and plenty of pie fights. Tickets: $20 (VIP on-stage seating!); $15 (Fri-
days & Saturdays); $10 (Thursdays). Aug. 9-Sept. 8 @ Stages Reper-
tory Theatre, 3201 Allen Parkway at Waugh, 713/562
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Medical Confere

nce in New Or-

- # g

ctor James Franco (remember him in TVs
Fréaks and Geeks?) is obviously the rein-
:arnation of James Dean (proof that
Shirley MacLaine knows whereof she speaks).
Forty-five years after his death, the legendary
rebel comes back to life in James Franco, whose
title role in James Dean is truly remarkable, for
he so embodies the actor, it is as though he gets
into James Dean's soul. * The 22-yvear-old Franco
prepared extensively for the part by reading as
many books on Dean as he could find, by meet-
ing his old friends, and by watching his films,
“My favarite was East of Eden,” Franco says. *1
think I can honestly say that I have seen that
film 75 times.” Franco also learned how to play
the congas and ride a motoreyele, *which 1 had
never done before,” he says. Apparently, Franco
was willing to jeapardize his health for the part
of the legendary actor: “I also smoked two packs
of cigarettes a day, and | was not smoking be-
fore I made the film.” * Franco even went so far
as to isolate himself during the filming of the
TNT original movie. “1 did this beeause I think

[T

BTALDLER THE

he had a pervasive loneliness throughout his life,
and I wanted to experience that. Not talking to
my family or loved ones had gquite an emotional
effect on me.” * Directed by Mark Rydell, who
worked with Dean at one time, James Dean is

James Dean
What: ./James Dean
When: Premieres Sunday, Aug. 5, 9 p.m.
Repeats: Sun., Aug. 5, 11 p.m.;

Fri., Aug. 10, 7 p.m.; Sat., Aug. 11, 3 p.m.;
Sun., Aug. 12, 9 a.m.; Thu., Aug. 16, 7 p.m_;
and Wed., Aug. 22, 9:30 p.m.
Where: TNT (Turner Network Television)
Info: www.tnt.tv/index.html

based on lact, the story of a genminely tortured
boy. “It is a pgychological portrait of James Dean,”
says Rydell, “rather than a straight biographical
story.” * “Straight” being the operative word here.
Though the film doesn’t delve into Dean’s bisexu-
ality, it is hinted at, And what's important is the
tone of the film, the feel of Dean's openness and
sensitivity. It's worth the watch, —Blase DiStefane

SOME LIKE IT HOT, HOT, HOT
TCM (Turner Classic Movies) in August

Dean-related films

s The James Dean Story (1957 ): This is a hot
documentary by Robert Altman. Mon., Aug. 6,
7 p.m. & Tue., Aug. 7, 2 a.m.
» Rebel Withowt a Cause (19556); James Dean
has the hots for Natalie Wood, and Sal Mineo
| has the hots for James Dean. Mon., Aug. 6,
| 8:30 p.m. & Thu., Aug. 16, 5 p.m.

e GGiant (1956); Rock Hudson and James Dean

do not have the hots for each other! Wed., Aug.

|
!
| 1, 12:156 p.m. & Mon_, Aug. 6, 10:30 p.m.

i Gay-related films

| = Vietor/ Vietorie (1982): Julie Andrews iz a
' woman who plays a gay man who is really a
| woman, and James Garner has the hots for
him/her. Thu., Aug. 9, 10 p.m.

e Strangers on a Train (1951): Farley
Granger & Robert Walker play gay men who
have the hots for each other, but their mood
for murder is much hotter in this Alfred
Hitchcock thriller, Thu., Aug. 16, 3 p.m.

s The Children’s Hour (1962): Shirley
MacLaine has the hots for Audrey Hepburn,
and she kills herself to prove it! Thu., Aug.
16, midnight.

e Cabaret (1972); Helmut Griem has the hots
for Liza Minnelli and Michael York. Mon.,
Aug. 20, 10:30 p.m.

= Forbidden Planet (1956): This is the hot
film that gets sung about in The Rocky
Horror Picture Show. Wed., Aug. 29, 3 p.m.

o They Only Kill Their Masters (1972):
Sugar-sweet June Allyson plays a hot killer
lesbian! Fri., Aug. 31, 1 a.m.
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LASIK - An Exciting Way
To See Things Differently
Mary T. Green, M.D., Ph.D., FA.C.S.
* MD, Baylor College of Medicine
= Ph.D. Tulane University 5
* |nternship/Residency, Baylor College of Medicine A=
* Fellowship-Cornea/Anterior Segment Surgery ;
) FEIEOW of the American EOC”U of Ophthalmology he's politically ineorrect about every- Jim Bailey, internationally acclaimed
. FE!’C’W of the American College of Surgeons thing: Bette Davis "was nearing the singer and actor, brings his famed por- | | {K y |
» Fellow of the International CO‘EQE’, of SL:"QEOI'- end of her life, and she was itl]"E!ld}' look- tl'ﬂ_‘r'ﬁ.l of the !egendﬂr}' Jud}' Garland to : . Bt 'I| .
5 PQST GTGdUGTE Esgearmﬁem-. ng -« ing like one of the trees from The Wizard Broadway this fall at a Shubert theater to PHOTOGRAPRHY
* Private Pracfice. Houston, Texas since 1987 of 02" “The bitch prince—Prince Charles, be announced. The limited six-week en-
e A : checking the DNA of his son. Hello? I think gagement begins performances in October
At Eye Excellence, our mission is to combine he has better things to check, like why his and opens October 16, the 50th anniver-
old-time values and caring with cutting edge damn girlfriend Camilla Parker Bowling sary of Garland's triumphant performance
technology. Call now to schedule a Ball isn't in the Kentucky Derby yvet.”; “It’s at the Palace Theatre. Bailey will be ac-
complementary laser vision consultation at good to have some men around to service companied by a 16-piece orchestra super-
713-521-EYES (3937) or go to our web site. me and wash my toes, damnit. What the viged by Mort Lindsey. Garland’s original
hell else are they gonna do?"; “Women al- musie director, With his ability to recreate
r ways approach the goddess and say, I love | the vocal techniques and visual presence 713.861.3538
@ e ‘%‘ Q you, | love you, Judv. When you want to | of Judy Garland, Bailey continues to as- www.jroephotography.com
o . . switch over, let me know." Like I'm gonna | tonish audiences with his uncanny por-
excellence {g_izs'! go with Motoreyele Maureen.” Space pro- trayal. Through her songs and stories,
W hibits more sick humar from the Love God- | Bailey lets an entirely new generation ex-
Clearly the Best in Total Eye Care dess, but you can hear more of it at her . perience the magic of Judy Garland first-
scheduled shows, September 13-15, @ LalT hand. OutSmart will keep you posted as
Stop, 1952-A West Gray, T13/524-2333. more information becomes available. \_ j}
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Chiropractic Care
Rehabilitation

Soft Tissue Injuries
Sports Injuries
Myofascial Release
Auto Accidents

Work Related Injuries

H&ALTH WELLNESS

Elizabeth ). Baker, DC
Kenneth W. Lester, DC

2727 Kirby Drive
Suite 324
Houston, Texas 77098

713.526.5252

*RELATIONSHIP [SSUES
+GENDER/ TRANSGENDER ISSUES
*Moon DISORDERS

*+P1LAY THERAPY/FAMILY THERAPY

N\

Charles Junkin, MA, LPC-S
H. Leigh McRae, MA, LPC, RPT-S

Proudly Serving the GLBT Community
Insurance, Medicaid, Private Pay: Shding Fee Scale Available

Greater Houston Guidance Center

*CuHEMICAL DEPENDENCY

*+PSYCHOTHERAPY

+|_PC AnD PLAY THERAPY
TRANING & SUPERVISION

281-820-8787

\\
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Subscribe and then
look for us in your
~. mailbox every month.

or call 713/520- 7237

One year subscription: $23
Two year subscription; $40
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¢ Art Classes for People With HIV: The Art
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RED, HOT, & BLUE

ed, Hot, & Blue: A Salute to Ameri-

can Musicals™ is a collective biogra-
phy of the performers, producers, diree-
tors, composers, Iyricists and others who
created the Broadway and Hollywood
musical. Named for Cole Porter's 1936
Broadway musical, “Red, Hot & Blue"
consists of freestanding “theater kiosks”™
that narrate—through the reproduction
of vintage posters and photographs—the
history of American musical theater. In
addition to its role as the exhibition’s
national corporate sponsor, Turner Clas-
sic Movies has provided three video
kiosks to complement the exhibition’s
content. The interactive kiosks present
video footage from some of America’s fa-
vorite movies such as The Wizard of Oz,
42nd Street, Showboat, and Singin’in the
Rain. * The exhibition will be on display

on the first, second, and third floors of

the Housten Public Library (HPL), 500
McEKinney, through August 26 There
will also be companion exhibits with
materials from the collections of the Al-
ley Theatre, Houston Broadway Series,
Theatre Under The Stars (TUTS), and
HPL. The Alley Theatre, Society for the
Performing Arts, TUTS, and the Hous-

HOUSTON BALLET

2007-2002
/ :
Season

THE PIED PIPER (HOUSTOM BALLET PREMIERE} / INDIGO

ber 6= 16, 2001 « $WAN LAKE September 20 -

211 = THE CULLEN CONTEMPORARY SERIES

3

Mevember | - Novemnber 4, 2001« THE NUTCRACKER

MNovember 23 - Decemnber 30, 2001 = CLEDPATRA
Februany 28 — March 10, 2002 « PETER PAN (WORLD
PREMIERE) March 14 March 24, 2002 + WORLD
PREMIERE BY NATALIE WEIR / SERENADE / THE
RULES OF THE GAME May 23 june 2, 2002 =

DON QUIKOTE |une 6 - June 16, 2002

To SUBSCRIBE

7135 BALLET

_” ‘.

BILTMORE THEATER

ton Broadway Series are also contribut-
ing free tickets for drawings. For noon-
time performances at the Central Library
held in conjunction with the exhibit,
please check www houstonlibrary.org or
eall 713-236-1313.

Calendar

info: 713/523-9530. The Museum of Fine Arts
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Center for

Healthy

Sexuality

Treatment of:

Intimacy & Relationship Issues
\||lri:'lfnll
\buse

| )lh:‘w-i\r'e"'( \llll}rll|.~i\.r' |)i-n|‘r|rl'-

Sexua

Sexa

Depression/Anxiety Disorders

Individual. Couple and
Group Therapies Available

Barbara Lervinson.
Ph.D., RN, LMFT

Licensed Marriage
& Arllif_\ |it|'!'.‘||li~l

(713) 785-7111

2650 Fountainview, Suite 132 Houston, Texas 77057

RENTAL HALL

- -

S

For Your
Next Event

Perfect For All Types OF Parties
Great Fublic Meeting Space
Inexpensive Fund-raisers
Ceremonies & Seminars

4,250 Sq. Ft. + 2500 sq. Ft. Patlo
Free Farking & Uniform Security
Mahogany Bar + Blg Dance Flaor
Restroons, Arcade & Fool Room

Free lee + Janitor Included
Convenient Montrose Location

*Piscounts For Area Non Profits

713 521-1613

Bensfits AIDS Housing Coalition Houston/AHCH, inc.
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GrooveQut

by G Sl LIVE LANG
AND DIVINE DAMES

k.d. lang: live by request (Warner Bros.)

d. lang is coming home again, home
to you and me via home video. The

Grammy Award-winning vocalist

takes center stage on k.d. lang: live by request,
available on CD, VHS, and DVD. It's the third
video release for lang, and the second live

concert video. The concert was recorded last
December for live by request, the interactive
music show broadcast by A&E on television,
radio, and the Internet

For lang it marks her first-ever live al-

bum. Long overdue, live by reguest captures
the essence of lang’s emotionally charged live
performances. Without a doubt, she iz one of
a handful of today’s vocalists who must be ex-
perienced live. The 67-minute concert spans
the singer’s career from “Trail of Broken
Hearts” and "Miss Chatelaine” to the mare
recent “Summerfling” and “Simple.” Along the
way, lang detours into fans requests like “Fe-
ver” and the Donna Summer standard
*MacArthur Park.”

If vou've never seen lang live, don't miss
her Houston appearance with Tony Benneti
on August 7 at the Cynthia Woods Mitchell
Pavilion; k.d, lang: live by request hits stores

on August 14

Broadway Divas (RCA Victor)
In the spirit of Rodgers and Hammerstein's

philosophy, “There ain't nothing like a

OFFICER ON MY MIND Phillip Officer has

been hailed by The New York Times as "a text-

dame,” RCA Victor celebrates their 100th year
in music with a star-studded collection of
some of our community’s most beloved dames
and leading ladies in Broadway Divas.
Opening the show is the legendary Ethel
Merman with “I Got the Sun in the Morning”™
from Annie Get Your Gun. Other legends on
the bill include Liza Minnelli, Mary Martin,
Angela Lansbury, and Patti Lupone (singing

“Being Alive” from Company ).

Rounding out the talent roster with more
recent performances are Sex and the City si-

ren Sarah Jessica Parker with “Shy” from Onee

\V#

)

e

pon a Mattress, and Cheers alumna Bebe

Neuwirth with “All That Jazz” from Chicago.

Blending unforgettable old and new per-
formances, Broadway Divas satisfies the most
savvy of show tunes aficionados among us.
Encore!

Wotapa-woops!

‘ N T otapalava. the summer music tour fea-
turing Pet Shop Boys and Soft Cell, has
been postponed until next year. Organizers
cite the lack of a “"complete line-up” as the
reason. They have been unable to find a suit-
able replacement for Sinead ('Connor, who
withdrew from the tour earlier
this summer. W
By day, Chris Sill works as a
."l.l.-_\'-'.l' at Soundwaves JF_\' I.l.flj;.llJI_
he spins tunes at Rich's. He can
be reached at estll@ infolwy.com

OF i .|-'l.l'| hrissill.com.

how many can you fit into the latter category?),
Officer’s recently released Hoagy on My Mind

book example in pop understate- (Jerome Records) features the work
ment." No stranger to great concert of the legendary songwriter Hoagy
halls or smoky saloons, he's sung in X Carmichael. His songs, such as “Star

myriad venues ranging from the s
Broadway stage and world-famous  {},

LS

"'ll Dust,” "Heart and Soul,” and “The
f MNearness of You,” celebrate America's

Carnegie Hall to the legendary Oak “d landscape with subtle poetry and
-+ BN,

Room in New York's Algonquin Ho- — T
tel. As one of the most respected cabaret sing-
ers in the business, gay or straight (and really,

rhychmic pulse. Please wvisit
www.]eromeRecords.com. for mare infor-
mation. —Dan Forlune

Why Not Choose the
Title Company Who
Puts You #1?

The Professional Team...

Which Proudly Serves Our Community

At Houston Title Company, we never lose sight of the

simple fact that you are our greatest asset, and we will provide

yvou with the quality service you deserve.

HOUSTON TITLE
COMPANY

777 Post Oak Boulevard. Suite 100, Houston, Texas 7

713-626-9220

Star Properiies Division

Galleria/Midtown

WWW . EROTICATTIRE.COM
BRI UE

DARE TO BE
YOURSELF

1232 Westheimer » Houston,Tx *+ Montrose
713/522-1626 » Mon-Sat 10-9 « Sun 12-6

® EROTIC WEAR - UNDERWEAR - BODYWEAR - SWIMWEAR »
® S3I4DSS3IIY - HYIM TVASYI « HYIM WAD - HYIM AT &

AT
us’./ .

TerreCoffman.realtor.com
Bringing you the Best of Urban Living

| Oak Forest home on beautifully lond
| scaped cormer ot with huge bockyard
Home has lots of natural light and an
extra large in-house uhlity room
TerreCoftman realtor. com listing
#602534

Outstanding new home bl in 1999 by
Benssons Construction. This 3/2.5/2 has
hardwoods downsiairs, o woed-bum-
ing fireplace ond high ceilings. Big lo!
with room for o pool!

TerreCoffman realior com ksting

1404 West 24" Street

More new construction in Shody Acres
and Houston Heighls, Prices range form
$220,000° fo $299,500, Coil Terre for
more information, 713-443-6783
TerreCoffman. realior.com
Lindsey’s Builders Construction

Terre Coffman
713-865.0456 B 270
-869- Xl 2
coupwett BRI R
ferrec@coldwelbanker com

SWILLEY-HUDSON hitp:/ fterrecoffman reclior com




Yoga
with
Susan Govedare

Ongoing classes for all levels

Clentle but clallenging
stretehing & strengthening.

Aneient yet timeless.

Vinyasakrama Style
Breath Linked with Movement

Classes in both
Mantrose & the Heights

— ——

Call 713/524-9012

Television

MADONNA LIVE

I I BO brings the summer to a close
with Madonna Live: The

Drowned World Tour. Part of

Madonna’s first tour in eight vears,
the exclusive concert event will be
presented from the Palace of Auburn

Hills in her hometown of Detroit be-

fore a standing-room-only crowd of

more than 17,000. * One of the most
influential artists of the last two de-
cades, Madonna has sold more than
110 million albums worldwide and
produced 10 number-one hits in the
United States, beginning in 1984
with the title track of her second al-
bum, Like a Virgin, which also topped
the album charts. Music, her current
CD, entered the Billboard album
charts at No. 1 in the U.S. and in 22
other countries. and has sold 10 mil-
lion copies internationally. Her pre
vious album, 1998's Ray of Light, also
topped the chart and went four times
platinum. * Madonna Live: The
Drowned World Toutr airs live on Sun-

day, August 26, at 8 p.m. on HBO L ]

Madonna ends her tour with a live
performance to be aired on HBO,

.

%

Movies

THE ANGRY INCH

John Cameron Mitchell stars in the title
role in Hedwig and the Angry Inch.

Ati:lljlmi from the eritically acclaimed
off-Broadway theater hit, Hedwig and
the Angry Ineh i3 a punk rock, neo-glam
rock musical odyssey. Through a collage of
songs, flashbacks, and animation, Hedwig
tells her life story. Born a boy named
Hansel, Hedwig reluctantly submits to a
sex change operation to marry an Ameri-
can (3.1. and get over the Berlin Wall to free
dom. The operation is botched, leaving her
with an “angry inch.” Finding herself high,
dry, and divorced in a Kansas trailer park,
she pushes on to form a rock band, The
Angry Inch, and eventually finds the ori-
gin of love. Hedwig and the Angry Inch
marks the directorial debut of John
Cameron Mitchell, who also stars in the
title role. Mitchell, along with composer
lyricist Stephen Trask, created and starred
in the off-Broadway production. Hedug
and the Angry Ineh starts August 3 at
Landmark’s River Oaks Theatre. At press
time, OutSmart was assured that the River
Oaks Theatre staff would be a glam-rock
spectacle unto themselves; also, plenty of

Hedwig-related prizes! Il

Daniel Garces
Psychotherapist/Consultant

- =

-

Free Ph(;ne Consultation

713.526.8390

Voted “Favorite Therapist”™

OutSmart Magazine Readers’ Poll

Daniel’s Mind” online at: www.dansmind.net

I ..._,, dan7 70066y ahoo.com

. £
Cynthia Chang Jimmy Jones

Call me direct! Fleet Director
(281)235-5512 Call me direct!
changauto@msn.com (281)296-5352
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There’s more to John Leguizamo than
a pretty face . . . and bod

,4 by Blase DiStefano

-

mack dab in the middle of rehearsals for
Livel, his new one-man show, funny man John
Leguizamo calls the OutSmart office from
New York (“the city that God created and
then forgot,” he quips) for what turns out to

be a laugh-provoking conversation. His

% career, on the other hand, is no laughing matter.
\, The 37-year-old straight-but-not-narrow per-

. former has had three prior one-man shows and
% has appeared on television and in a variety of
films playing a variety of roles (including his
recent turn as Toulouse-Lautrec in Moulin

Rouge). He's won so many awards, there’s
not enough space here to list them. * How-
ever, we would be remiss if we didn’t mention
his cross-dressing habit: First is his well-known
role as Miss Chi Chi Rodriguez in To Wong
Foo, Thanks for Everything, Julie Newmar;
second is his role as a cynical mom in his
HBO one-man show Spic-O-Rama; and
last but not least, Leguizamo tells about the
first time his dad and he played catch: “He
ridiculed me. ‘You play like a girl!" he cursed. |
tore off my dress and ran inside the house.”

OutSmart: I saw you on TV at the Cannes Film Festival [for
Moulin Rouge]. Had you been there before?
John Leguizamo: Not in that capacity. With Summer of Sam, we

did the fortnight at Cannes, But this was opening night of the

whole Cannes Film Festival. It was huge. The red carpet . . . never
seen a carpet that big—not even at the Waldorf-Astoria.

lohn Every time celebrities are interviewed, they say it's really
i : unbelievable.
Leguizamo , , : :
It's unhelievable because all you see is a sea of people on either

comes to i , ol S
H f gide of the ropes. And photographers . . . they start elbowing each

ouston tor other in the throat. ]-.t'nu'!‘.'m;{ each other's cameras out of the way—
one show

it's insane.

only: Satur-
day, August
11, at Aerial
Theatre

That must have been surreal.

Very surreal.
Okay, back to reality. You were born in Bogota, Colombia.
Right, because my mother was there.

Thank God!

[t made it a lot easier for both of us
[Laughs] How long were you there?
Three to four years, something like that. 1
went back when I was seven to eight and then
14 to 15. So I've been back a couple of times.
So you moved from Bogota to New York?
Yes

New York has a truly diverse population.
Did you grow up around gay people at
all?

There's a lot of gay Latin people. There's gay
people in my family, and they were amazing
and hilarious . . . and musical

|[Laughs] I'm curious because Latino
men have a reputation for being kind of
macho and . ..

Right. You have the macho thing going on,
but that's mostly in your teens and vou're
forming yourself as a man. You're afraid of
anything different or anything that's going to
make you stand out, so yvou're afraid of who
people will associate you with. But then you
get over that. A lot of my friends who are
Latin, they don’t have a problem with people’s
sexual preference

But when you were younger...
Everybody gets weird about it. When you're
a teenager you're weird about everything.
E‘--u]'-ln- are afraid of being Latin or whatever
or short.

Speaking of short, in Spawn you were
short.

Short and fat and ugly—that was my first,
middle, and last name

Totally the opposite of what you are.
How in the hell was that done?

They tried a lot of different bizarre systems,
like chairs built into my legs so I could sit
down on my ankles. Didn't work. They tried
little chairs that I could sit underneath, but I
couldn’t move, "cause I would lose my balance.
Eventually the only thing that I could do was
squat, so | had buns of titanium.

I'll bet.

| was crazy, man. By the end of the shoot 1
could go through a whole roll of film and not
pop up. My legs would be quaking and shak-
ing and [ would be “Help me, I can't take it.”
And I would jump into frame and wreck the
SCEne.

You're still short in Moulin Rounge as
Toulouse-Lautrec . ..

Right. Now I'm short and French.

How did they accomplish the short part?
A hittle different, because I had to be 4-foot
11, and Touleuse-Lautree wasn't fat. In
Spawwn, being fat helped me to hide my squat-
ting. In this, I had to kneel into a cast that
solidified, and then they put mini-amputee
prostheses, like a miniature ankle and a min-
iature foot, and [ had to learn how to balance
on that, and they weighed 45 pounds. They
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just digitally erased the back
of my foot and leg. 1 look like
I'm having fun, but that's
why | get paid.
Exactly—you can act.

I can act like I'm having a
good time.

Thank God you can act.
That reminds me, in To
Wong Foo yvou were abso-
lutely wonderful.

I did steal the show, didn't 17
[Laughs] Totally. I have
read interviews with ac-
tors who have done drag
in movies, and most of
them say how constrict-
ing the clothes are. How
was it for you?

They didn't try to put any-
thing eonstricting on me—
the only thing that hurt me
was the pumps, the bubble-
gum pumps that f~king were
destroying my feet. 1 was
afraid I'd become a serial
murderer.

Back to Summer of Sam.
Exactly. Good segue. But the
gender-benders were tough,
The gender-benders?
Yeah, they have these things
that drag queens wear, |
guess to hide their append-
age.

I just heard that you have
to tuck it in.

Right, but they have a whole
apparatus that they put on
all three of us—small, me-
I won't tell

dium, and large
vou who was which. [Bath
laugh,] But we used those
suckers so that we would
look more realistie like what
they do. We had a lot of con-
sultants,

You had dressed in drag
before, in Spic-0-Rama,
right?

That was different. I was just
putting on some clothes and
throwing on a wig, but this
was serious work., We
worked with drag queens in
front, of the mirror, and they
taught us how to walk and
move the hands, how to talk.
[ stole lines from them that
I could use in the movie.
Tell me a little about Live!
Live! is my last one-man
show,

WIGE FBL
PICTURES; SUE AL

5 TOR LEFT: PHILLIP-CARUSO,PARAMOLNT
JLERSOTH CENTURY FOX; DAVID LEETOUL

John Leguizamo (clockwise from top
left) as a young painter known as
“Fast Johnny C” in Whispers in the Dark
(1992); as a cynical momin HBO Com-
edy Hour: John Leguizamo's “Spic-O-
Rama” (1993); as a scam-artist in The
Pest (1996); as Toulouse-Lautrec in
Moulin Rouge (2001); as Vinny in Sum-
mer of Sam [1999); and as Chi Chi in
To Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything,
Julie Newmar (1995).

Last?

The fourth is the last one that I'm go-
. it beats vou up.
man. It's like playing foothall without

ing to do. It's too . .

a helmet.

Then we better see you . ..

You better see it. I swear this is the
last time. In the show I still have some
family things—growing up with my
brother, stufl with my dad. My dad
was really cheap; we were poor but he
had to be cheap on top of that. At
Christmas he would tell us that Santa
Claus was dead.

What?

PICTURE S: JANE SHIRERHOO, ALAN MARKFIELD
JCHETONE FICTUHES: GREBORY FEISVERUN VERSAL

He would come out as a Christ-
mas clown, so he would do tricks
instead of gifts. 1t would be like,
“Dad, vou suck.” He'd tell us that
Santa had cancer—that’s what
he would give us for Christmas.
So | have a lot of material about
that, and then about relation-
ships, dating, breaking up
breakup sex, angry sex, marriage
and divarce . . . 50 you act put all
the relationships, the sickness,
the dysfunection, the hating—it's
gonna be fun

How about we end with what
I hope are a couple of fun
questions. If vou were
stranded on a desert island
and you could have only one
person—you cannot choose a
family member, a loved one,
afriend ...

You're trying to get people in
trouble, basically.

Basically. You can choose a
dead person, but obviously he
or she would be alive on the
island. Who would it be?

I would definitely choose a dead
sexy woman; that way | won't get

in trouble at home [Leguizamo is

married and has two children].
If I take someone living, my ass
will be grass. That way I can still
fantasize.

Okay. You're still stranded on
that island and you can have
only one movie.

[ know I'd like to pick one of my

own [both laugh]. . . to watch my-

self. I'll probably pick Summer of

Sam. [ can see myself being sexy
with all these women in case the

dead woman stays dead, ll

See John Leouizamo’s Livel on
Saturday, August 11, at Aeriol
Theater, 520 Texas Ave. Tickets
are $36.50-8344 and can be pur
chased at all Ticketmaster loca-
tions, www. ticketmaster.com, or
wiwcelebritventertainment.net;
charge by phone at 713/6289
3700, For more information, call
713/ 230- 1600,

If vou have the Encore chan
nel, you van see To Wong Foo,
Thanks for Everything, Julie
Newmar on Thursday, August
16, at 8:05 a.m. and &5 p.m., and
on Saturday, August 25, at 6.50
a.m. and 7 p.m.; Summer of Sam
can be seen on Starz! at 2 a.m.

on Friday, August 1.
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OutSmart: When were you born?

Dan Bucatinsky: September 22, 19 [mumbles|
Now that's not fair . ..

As a writer, I would tell vou; as an actor, |
can't. No, 'm 32.

Does it bother yvou to give your age?

A little bit. As an actor, people tend to pigeon
hole you. The best thing vou can do is to leave
as much as possible to the imagination, which
is what acting is all about anyway. What
we've learned about Woody Allen in the last
10 years changed the way I viewed him. I was
annoyed, just so annoyed. I was like, "Oh,
God, I wish I didn’t have to know this.” Look
at Charlton Heston—the man is a legend . . .
The NRA thing, I can’t get it out of my head.
You can't get it out of your head and you're
watehing him in a movie and you're think-

ing, “This is the man who . . . "—you're al-
ways thinking about the reality of it. But the
very nature of acting is trying to create an

illugion where the audience is a third party

to every relationship. You're putting yourself

in the shoes of the person, o if you want to
believe that Tom Cruise is gay, then good for
you, and you hope that he is. Il he's not and a
woman wants to imagine that she could be in
bed with him, then great.

Believe me, the lines are hlurred all —+

All over the guys

by Blase DiStefano

BOTH PHOTOS: HLASE DRETEFANL

OutSmart: | went to see The Opposite of
Sex in a packed theater, and there was
so much laughter, I missed so many lines,
I had to go see it again.
Don Roos: Good. When we were making the
movie, we forgot it was a comedy, because a
lot of the comedy comes out of [Christina
Ricei's] voiceover, which was part of the script
but not part of the scenes we were shooting.
It was directed very intensely; everybody re-
ally believed who they were, so nobody was
trying to do any comedy, But [the finished
film] is funny. Lisa Kudrow is hysterical.
Lisa and Christina are the first two ac-
tors Fve ever directed in a film. They're both
very, very strong. Aciresses need to have
strong opinions in this business; otherwise
we'd run over them. I told Christina, “Your
character says some very hard things, but we
should always let the audience know that you
are kind of hurt underneath it all. You have
a wink and a twinkle in your eye.” And she
said, “l don't do that s—t. If | say something
hard, I do it hard; | don’t give the audience
an inch off. I'll play it my way, and if they
like me, fine, and if they don't like me, f--k
‘em, I don’t care.” She was so much stronger
than 1 was, thank God. She wasn't cutesy-

continwed an page 51
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the time. When you go see a painting, you
don’t necessarily know the background of the
painter you're seeing—you respond to the
work. People forget about that, because as an
actor, who you are as a person becomes
blurred with who you are as a character. [t's
really bad on TV—Lisa Kudrow is a very good
friend of mine, and when we're out together
and people come up to her, they expect her to
be Phoebe [the character she plays in Friends|
and there's something creepy about that.
Very creepy. |l imagine it’s the same with
Sean Hayes.

When [ did Will and Grace, we bonded a lot,
and he won't talk about his personal life for
the same reason. He's a great guy—totally
laid back. But everyone has to figure out
where they stand on that

I would imagine if vou're an openly gay
actor, it has to be a little rough.

It depends, I guess, The actors who choose to
make that stance for them
selves, 1t becomes a part of their
persona, it becomes a part of
what they do politically, it be-
comes a part of what they can
play. Rupert Everett is a great
example of somebody who
crosses over into straight roles,
gay roles. People know his per
sonal life, and it doesn’t seem to
make a difference. 'Cause he's a
sex object. He's the first one who
can really do that.

Harvey Fierstein, the fact
that he comes out, doesn't do
anything. He's goning to play the
gay best friend forever. And for
me, straight or gay, I'll always play the same
kinds of roles. I'll either play roles where the
orientation doesn’t make a difference, or I'll
play gay characters—they're the most fun to
play anyway. As an artist, you've got all the
tubes of paint in your hand and you've got
access to all the colors. But imagine an artist
who's only been given blue and yellow—now
go paint. It's horrible.

There are plenty of gay men who don’t
see how straight men can do a gay role
and not be gay in real life.

Richard Ruccolo [who plays gay in All Over
the Guy|

Thiessen, and is happily in love with her

whose girlfriend is Tiffani Amber

15 a true actor. When he came to the set on
the first day, we talked about it and he re-

ally just threw himself into it. Some people

gave him a hard time with it. The kind of

actors who say, “Listen, | want to audition
for this part, but I have a problem with the
kiss"—those aren’t the actors who can get
the part. Even if the seript doesn’t call for a
kiss, do yvou really want the person who says
that to play the role anyway? You want to

look in their eves and think they want to kiss
you anyway.
All Over the Guy is from a play you

wrote—what was the original title?

The original play was called I Know You Are,

but What Am [I?

I loved that that yvou changed the gen-
der of your characters from the play to
the movie.

It's the same story. We used to call it When
Harry Met Larry. So by changing the gen

der of one of the characters, it basically be-
came that, There’s sort of 8 mainstream feel
to the movie in the sense that it's got all
the same themes as a traditional romantic
comedy complex

Just normal everyday people.

I'm sort of a stickler about just making ev-
ervbody talk the way real people talk

When did yvou actually write the play?

[ finished that in "97, and the play ran all the

Dan Bucatinsky (l) and Richard Ruccolo star in All Over the
Guy, opening August 31.

fall of '97 and the beginning of '98. We got
H';Ll]}' good reviews, and once that show
closed, I spent the rest of 98 writing the
screenplay. And then we spent 99 trying to
sell it.

That must be one of the roughest parts.
It is, it totally is. Honestly, it's like being in
Las Vegas and spending one year and put

ting vour poker chip on a number and wait

ing for the roulette wheel to land on it. People
ask, "How did you get vour movie made?” We
had a lot of good people involved. Don [ Roos]
attached himself as executive producer, that
helped. My manager Susan Landau, who pro-
duced Get Bruce and An [deal Husband, and
many other movies, that helped.

Person after person after person loved the
seript, loved the writing—and didn’t want to
malke it, Because films with gay characters
as the lead have a cap [on how much they
can make |l —which, by the way, they only have
a cap until we bust through that. Jeffrey made
$4 million, The Opposite of Sex made $6 mil-
lion domestically, but Trick made $1.8. Billy’s
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Dan Bucatinsky ooueo o poge 44
Hollywood Screen Kiss made $2. Broken
Hearts Club made $1.8. Until these movies
bust pass the $2 million mark, no one is gonna
want to spend the money.

So the only thing we could dois try to find
the money ourselves. Make it for half a mil-
lion, and get somebody to buy it. We screened
the movie in January of this year and got two
offers right away . . . the night that we
screened it. They weren't high-paying offers,
but they were offers to distribute the film, and
to give us money to complete post-production,
which is incredible. In this day and age, just
getting a company to put thiz movie in the-
aters is huge.

So it was a victory for us. The big goal now
is to get enough people to come see the movie,
both straight and gav, that we can bust past

the $2 million mark. x:lljusl for our own sake,

but for the sake of movies to come. Because if

the only movies that are going to
get made are the movies that
people think are going to make a
$100 million, then no one is going
to make any good movies.
Speaking of good movies, if
yvou're stranded on a desert
island, and you can have only
one movie with yvou, what
would it be?

Some Like It Hot. 1t really holds
up. Let's be honest. 1 can watch Posteards
from the Edge every time it's on cable. And
there are very few movies like that. But it's
tiring and it’s inside and show-bizzy, but
Some Like It Hot stands up on s0 many lev-
els, it's one of my all-time favorites. And All
About Eve, Planet of the Apes, but Some Like
It Hat would be my first choice. The ending
is one of the best endings of all times.
“Nobody’s perfect,” the last two words of the
movie: It's just perfect.

Somebody asked me recently, “What is the

ane thing you wanted to get across in All Over
the Guy, in one sentence?” [ want them to laugh,
obviously. But I think ultimately, and this is re-
ally true: *You're not alone.” Those three words—
or two if you consider the contraction. It's three
words for the contraction. You. Are. Not. Alone.
Those are four words, I'm so neurotic,
Okay, your neurotie self is still stranded
on that island and you ean have only one
person with you and it ean’t be a lover
or a family member, so who would it he?
Cnly one person? It can’t be a party?
[Laughs] No.
That’s really tough. It's a toss-up between
William Shakespeare and Oprah Winfrey.
[deally the three of us could have coffee, that
would be fabulous. Me and Oprah and
Shakespeare. W

Don Roos :

pie in that role at all. At the very end of the
film, she turns nervous a little bit, but she's
still tough. And Lisa, too—smart, very, very
smart, Impozsible to manipulate.

If you could pick only one person you
worked with who really stood out, who
would it be?

Gwymneth [Paltrow | was really an amazing per-
son to watch [in Bouncel. As a director there
wasn’t much for me to do but to create a warm
set for her and make her eomfortable and re-
spect her, to keep my eyes right at the lens
and watch her, because she is an instinetive,
very smart, honest actress. It w
that happening. And Ben [Affleck] in Bounce

15 & Joy 10 see

was a joy to work with because he does enjoy
that dialogue with the actor and director.

On to All Over the Guy. Since it's a gay
film, how are you going to get a lot of
people to see it?

Atthe showing of All Over the Guy at the Hous-
ton Gay & Lesbian Film Festival {l-r): Don
Roos, Lyle Lovett, Marian Luntz, Dan
Bucatinsky, and April Kimble.

That's the hard thing with a gay film. The
good thing about gay films is there is always
a certain gudience that will show up, because
we're starved for a reasonable, good gay story.
But getting beyond that is difficalt.

Dan was saying that it needs to reach $2
million in order for anybody to think it's
going to go further.

That’s right—it's all a numbers game and they
know all the numbers. But we just wanted to
do a small movie and have it be honest and
with people that we recognized in our lives.
We all know people like those two guys, so
that’s what we wanted to do. And it was
cheaper than The Opposite of Sex, which had
10 times the budget that we had on this pic-
ture. But sometimes it’s more fun when it’s
on a shoestring, because everybody wants to
do it—that’s the only reason for them to be
there. You can't have an epo if there's no
maoney, Evervbody really pitched in. Actually,
the most fun of making a movie are the days
you are making the movie—it's exciting,
you're fanatic, and you're making these scenes
eome to life that you've written. All the other

stuff around it—like preparing for the film

and finishing the [lm—is exhausting.

Who is involved after the shoot is finished?
The director and the editor are pretty much in
control of that process. And in our picture, be-
cause Dan wrote the script, he was very, very
involved in the editing. Then the other pro-

ducers like myself would come in and kind of

advise or be the andience for them, look at their
work, ask questions, and make suggestions,
In Movieline magazine, vou were gquoted
as saying, “To me, a good sex scene is
Rhett Butler carrying Scarlett up a stair-
case. | did like the scene in The Way We
Were with a drunken Robert Redford and
an all-too-willing Barbra Streisand. He
was the sex object, so maybe that's why
I remember it. As a gay man, you always
imagine yourself as Barbra Streisand.”
There are very few memorable sex scenes
You always have to do a little translating
We came to Bounce and we had to direct this
love scene between Ben and Gwyneth. I don't
like a lot of love scenes. It's a very big chal-
lenge to direct. There's no way to do it that
hasn’t been done before. It's also distracting
to the audience in a way—vou're suddenly
watching for the bodieg instead of watching
for the characters. So we just relied on the
faces of the actors and did it that way
If you're stranded on a desert island and
vou can have only one person with you
and it can’t be a lover, a family member,
or a friend, who would it be?
Only one person, and I can't get any points
with my boyfriend by saying him?
No, because you can’t take him.
I'd like it to be Jesus, just in case he's right.
Just in case he’s God, I might as well have
him . .. but only if he was in a good mood.
Now you can have one movie.
Gone with the Wind., 1 love that movie. 1 love
s0 many movies, but Gone with the Wind has
it all. It has romance and history and sweep
and passion and love and everything. Un
fortunately, it has a huge dollop of raciam
too. But the black characters in Gone with
the Wind are the most decent characters in
the movie.
It's important to see that kind of thing.
It 15, to remember what it was like. Holly-
wond is still a very racist place. [ wrote the
script for Love Field, in which Michelle
Pfeiffer falls in love with a black man. A star
who turned the script down said she wouldn’t
do it because her fans wouldn’t accept her in
a love relationship with a black man. That
was 10 vears ago. It's getting better, but .
So on my island is Jesus; and | would be
watching Gone with the Wind. And I'd make
him make them get back together at the end
of it. He could raise Margaret Mitchell from

the dead—she could write the real sequel. Il

WL O DEHART
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Top Gay Titles for August 2001

1. Rough Music by Patrick Gale
2. Before Night Falls
(Triangle Classic Edition)
by Reinaldo Arenas;
Intro. by Jaime Manrique
3. The Last Empire by Gore Vidal
4. The Flaneur:A Stroll Through
the Paradoxes of Paris
by Edmund White
5. The Girls: Sappho Goes to
Hollywood by Diana Mclellan
6. RebelYell: Stories by Contemporary
Gay Authors Edited by Jay Quinn
7. Kiss My Tiara: How to Rule the
World As a Smartmouth Goddess
by Susan Jane Gilman
8. True Enough
by Stephen McCauley
Q. The Wild Man
by Patricia Nell Warren
10. The World of Normal Boys
by K. M. Soehnlein

from InsightQutBooks, the gay & lesbian
bookelub (www.InsightOutBooks.com)

shan€ hennesey

MEd, LPC.CHI
* Hypnotherapy & Psychotherapy
* Addictions
* Body/ Mind/ Energy work
 Spiritual growth & exploration
e Reiki
713.522.0388

ethan@pdq.net
httped/freeweb.pdg.net/ethan

1712 Fairview

MC/Visa Accepted
Cash receipts for insurance reimbursement.
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“l bring my partner to events,

kissed ili!]! o I"||' : |J-,'. |||' SHVE. "-, mare '.i_-\i|-]e- | am., I|||-
easier it 15 for others ' . ; .... 3
Compiled by Blase DiStetano
s The Hollywood
- Squa €S (v co:/70r o
“p @ ' 1 5 ,.“' y late ors
ll‘1||rl.|. my -.||_ (rier Itl.]l -,|.| oAy IV Guidle, /9401 los Rhades]
black poet Essex Hemphill said, 3
If vou! o I I Because he s never watched game shows, [previous
f you're going to be made a toke
A Il W host Peter] Marshall has seen the current Tom
das HoE2H rson ol cclor, wnat ao

and when I won the Emmy, |
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Bergeron-Whoopi Goldberg version of The Hollywood
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von 1 token? You put it in
e b anairide it as B an om0 Squares only once or twice. “We had a game show
can go.™ that involved some laughs,” he says. “They're

elements.

really doing o comedy show with some game-show

“I'd ask Paul Lynde, ‘"Why do bikers wear
leather?’ and he’d answer, ‘Because chiffon wrinkles.’
I'm not saying our version was better. It was just

Bea Arthur
[pictured here in
| the 'B0s/

Bea Arthur....

[Cut, B0, Michae!l Musta)

Michael Musto: Do you know a lot of
gay people in show business?

Bea Arthur: Isn't that a rhetorical question?

sitcom f_um'dcn
Girls): Why
can't she give a
straight answer?

. [When] I was 6, I went to se¢ 7 different.”
The Sound of Music, and I wanted 3 ; :
i s Paul Lynde (pictured here in 1964's The Glass Bottom Boat):
to be Christopher Plummer [ 7 4 Why isn't he wearing leather?
because I wanted to be with Julie i w4 - ‘ :
Andrews.” IT T i
T
L
N B Jeffrey Epstein)
e Y |For Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Alyson Hannigan and Amber Benson| filmed a
Julist Mille ouldn't be happier with her new cadre of steamy lip lock for an episode [h\n aired in the spring.
disparate fans [of Passion]. “My 7-year-old granddaughter just hundred times,” recalls Benson, whose character initiated the power smooch to
loves the show.” savs the 58-vear-old actress. “and so do all my comfort her sweetie over the death of Buffy's mom.
gay friends in New York! “After one take,” remembers Hannigan, “Joss | Whedon,
- the show's ereator] did say, ‘Can we have one that’s I|~~- like
vou're going to sleep together in about five minutes?”
e
When the Pope read about her impending marriage in an (

Italian tabloid, he ripped it in half.

|
|
|
|

# Lesbian author Radclyffe Hall
in 1880, In 182

was born on thizs day
8, when the British government was trying to
5, B.M

Forster, Virginia Woolf, and Rudvard Kipling wrote letters to

ban Hall'’s leshian-themed novel The Well of Lonel

the government protesting the attempt to stop authors from

writing about a subject based on the objections of

literary censors

# Transgendered blues musician
(tladys Bentley, born on this day in 1907,
gained fame during the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s

and 1930s, In February 1940, after Bentley moved to the West
Coast, police forced her employer to get a permit in order to
allow Bentley to wear pants mstead of a skirt during

her performances

“We must have kissed a

*It was very nice.”

Alyson Hannigan (r) & Amber Benson (seen here in
Buffy the Vampire Slayer): Are they obout to sleep together?
L EL. AN

[Author r.':lf Natasha: Tﬁe Brogruphy of Natalie Wood, Suzanne]
Finstad also details a touching relationship between Wood and
actor Raymond Burr. Though Burr was generally considered
gay, even his companion of 30 years would tell Finstad that Burr
really loved Wood. The author suggests that their friendship
might have turned into marriage if the studio hadn’t broken
them up. “When | was talking to Dennis Hopper about that,”

Y says Finstad, “he was saying, ‘l just can’t wrap my mind around

 that one. But you know, | saw them together. They were
definitely a couple. Who knows what was going on there?'”
[Gay playwright Mart] Crowley insists, however, “She was
simply his beard, and she knew exactly what she was.”

Natalie Woad [pictured here in 1964's Penelape): Was she going to marry gay
actor Raymond Burr? Inset: Raymond Burr (seen here in 19855 Perry Mason
Returns): s that his beard or hers?
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In the 24th century,

being gay is just another part of who you are

. fancy that
by Bill Korsak

artnerships start many different ways
. commitment ceremonies, mar-
riages,or even business contacts. They
can even have as simple a start as a shared cab
ride, which is how they began for sci-fi writers
Andy Mangels and Michael A. Martin. Star Trek:
The Next Generation, Section 31: Rogue is the
partners' first major book together; released
in May, it contains a lead character who is openly
gay. No pride parades or cross-dressing Murse
Betties here. It is dealt with simply, matter-of-
factly, and just there for the world to see.

Why a gay character? Does it help tell the
story?

Andy Mangels: We wanted to write a story
in which the gay characters would not be an
issue because they are gav. Star Trek often
deals with "issues” and symbolism, and per-
haps this is where it misses the boat with gay
characters. They don’t need to do a story
which ealls attention to the gay presence

just tell a story which feat

UTEs A gay pres-

ence and treat it as normal.

Michael Martin: By the 24th century, no-

body cares whether or not you're gay any
more than they'd shun you for having hazel
eyes, Sexual ut‘ie-ntaticm iz merely a trait that
a person has, like Troi's predilection for
chocolate, or Picard’s male pattern baldness
It doesn’t say anything about the quality of
your character, Only the ethieal choices vou
make count. Does Hawk's gayness help with

B4 AUGLST 20Mm OutS

Star Trek:
The Nexi Oﬂennmon

the mechanies of the plot? No. Does
it he |I illustrate the ]'I'I'illflil'l"1'|'I'('

future that Gene Roddenberryv es

poused when he created Star Trek
Absolutely.
Mangels: The [:

et that Hawk is pay

does not mean anything positive or

negative in the novel to any of the

characters. His orientation is well

known, and he and his p ler are ac-

knowledged as such very

er, the fact that

explicitly by

the characters. Howe
Hawk is gay does mean something in
todayv’s society, and will mean a lot to the
thousands of fans all aver the world who
|'1;|\'|_- been .-'H_[u Ior gay characters on Star

f‘lr.f for a

long time.

Michael, how did you feel about writing
the gay stuff?

Martin: | have no problem with it whatso-
ever. I didn't really write any of the gay rela-
tionship material; Andy did. T confess that
without Andy’s presence on the project and

his advoeacy for gay issues, it probably would

“By the 24th century, nobody
cares whether or not you’'re
gay any more than they’d
shun you for having hazel
eyes. Sexual orientation is
merely a trait that a person
has, like Troi’s predilection

Andy Mangels (I) and Michael A.
Martin, authors of Star Trek: The Nexi
Generation, Section 31: Rogue [inset).

characters, I'll generally ask myself “Why
can't this character be something other than
a WASP?" | wish more writers would ask

themselves that question, but most don’t. 1
have to say that Marco Palmieri [our book's
editor] has been very supportive of the gay
elements of this book. In fact, once our first
draft was completed, he pushed me to include
more gay content in the second draft. There
were areas where | was eensoring myself, fig-
uring something might not get
through approvals. But each
step of the way, both Michael
and Marco have been wonder-
ful te work with. They know
that my gay relationship and
activism are very important to
my identity, just as their wives
and children are an important
part of their heterosexual
identities.

for chocolate, or Picard’s

male pattern baldness.”

not have oceurred to me to have included gay
characters. But I think that's merely because
I'm not gay and Andy is.

Mangels: [ have made it a very personal cru-
sade to try to include all types of diversity in
my writing. When scripting comic books, I'll
often tell an artist to put some vizible minor

ity characters in the scenes. In creating new

How is this book different
from what came before?

Martin: I hope that Rogue raises Star
Trel's believability factor in a subtle waj
For me, the believability of Star Trek has
never hinged on how cleverly the technol-
ogy is accounted for, but lies instead in the
truths of the human heart. It's harder for
me to believe that the Federation is a uto-
pia than it is to assume that not everyone

living there iz an idealist. That's where
Section 31 comes in. The existence of this
organization—and the Machiavellian
shadow it casts across the lives of certain
Star Trek characters—makes
the Star Trek universe more
a reflection of our own world
than it ever was before.
Mangels: I think both of us
want to see the type of utopia
envisioned, but are aware
enough of the realities of hu-
man foibles and politics that
it seemed too far-reaching a
dream. Certainly, with my be-
ing gay, I'm more aware of the
shadowy agendas people often
have and of the things they
might be hiding in their own
closets. We were able to ex
plore the things hiding in
Starfleet’'s closets—inter-
mixed with the political in-
trigue of our story—in a way
that ."d'ill:_\' hadn't been done
much before. Every point of
view has at least two sides;
we were able to show multiple sides to the
same actions without immediately letting
on which side was actually “in the right.”
How do you think Star Trek fans will
react!

Martin: To the presence of gay characters?
I don’t anticipate any trouble from the
readers because of that. I think our read-
ership is above bigotry for the most part.
Those few who might have a problem with
it are the ones who need to do some soul-
searching, I think, not us. | suppose that
there will always be a few religious con-
servatives who simply can't get past this,
but you can't bring everyone into the 24th
century. After all, you won't even get ev-
eryvone to agree that the Earth is round,
even in the 21st century, which is arguably
the most enlightened period so far in hu-
man history.

Mangels: Star Trek has always been about
exploring the worlds and cultures beyond
our own. If fans can accept Klingon culture
and Ferengi culture, why shouldn't they be

able to accept gays and leshians?

Do you think this will attract an outside
audience!

Mangels: My hope is that it will attract
an audience that loves Star Trek that might
not have picked up one of the novels be-
fore. I hope that the gay community sup-
ports it, to show that the interest is there.
| personally know a lot of gay and lesbian

Trekkies and Trekkers, so here's a chance
for them to get exactly what they've been

asking for.

Do you think the gay aspect will be a cu-
riosity factor?

Martin: [ expect that some people will be drawn
to “the gay thing” strictly because of the public-
ity. That's not a bad thing, necessarily. Mayhe

some will view it as a stunt of some sort. [t isn't

And [ don't think of the presence of gay charac-

ters in a Star Trek novel as “spectacular” in any
way. At least, it shouldn't be. Not if the future
is as enlightened and advanced as Gene
Roddenherry believed it would be.
Mangels: [t doesn't matter to me if people
are only reading it for the curiosity factor.
What matters to me is that it finally exists
The presence of gay characters has now been
firmly established in the novels and comic
books—maybe we'll finally see some gay or
lesbian characters show up on future Star
Trek television series or films.
Martin: In the original Star Trek series in
1966, Gene Iu;[I<E|.-1'sh-.-1'r".' established that in
the future, white people could get along with
African Americans, Asians, Russians, and even
aliens. It's taken 35 years, but we're finally
hhu'.\'lll,'._' that in the future, gays and lesbians
re a part of that universe of acceptance. ll
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Remembering and recording
tales of gay Houston in the '60s and '70s

Houston 1967
The Tumblebugs Take on City Hall

I ape measures and pencils crowded her

pockets. Tools hung over her left shoulder,
Rita Wanstrom trudged upstairs. 1t had been
ane of Houston's insufferable summer days
when even the hardiest workers found
themselves frequenting the five-gallon bucket
of ice and lemons. . . .
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by Jim Sears
Photo by Greg Day

Inside the apartment [she shared with her
partner, Ricei Cortez], Rita kicked off her
boots and rested for a spell. Rita had been
setting up and serving drinks at the Roaring
Sixties lor three years, It had become a
“family” operation, Peaches, who was known
for his flawless interpretation of “My Way,”
choreographed the drag queens, Leo, who
could rise from alte to soprano in a single

refrain, bartended. And Rieei, who flawlessly
stripped. held court while Rita greeted guests
beneath her il portrait.

Known as the homosexual playground of
the South, Houston was already home to a
dozen gay bars and clubs when the Roaring
Sixties opened on June 23, 1967. Unlike
Mafia-contrelled bars of many Northern
cities, gay clubs in “Space City” were often

“Southern history is never
simple and seldom straight,”

writes Jim Sears in his introduc-
tion to Rebels, Rubyfruit, and
Rhinestones: Queering
Space in the Stonewall
South. A professor at the
University of South Caro-
lina, Sears is slowly and
thoroughly documenting all
that is lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, and transgendered in
the South. Published in August
2001 by Rutgers University
Press, RRR is the second in a

vwned by straight women. There was Effies’

multi-volume series in which
Sears intends to portray
the whole chronologic
sweep of queer South-
ern history, woven from
the stories of people
who lived it. Many of
Sears’s stories are from
Houston, which he dubs
the “San Francisco of the
South.” We present here ex-
cerpts from Rebels, Rubyfruit,
and Rhinestones.

Pink Elephant {which had been around since
the '40s), eatering to older gay men; Verlon's
Surf Lounge; the Round Table on Westheimer,
owned by Derothy; Rocky's, a hole-in-the-wall
working-class club on West Dallas; and the
Desert Room, whose famed Sunday afternoon
tea dances were guarded by Hazel with a
watehful eye for the police and an agile thumb

setl to Mlicker the lights.

With its checkered tablecloths, erimson
drapes, and ruby walls, the Roaring Sixties
was a place that a lot of folks called home. . . .
In addition to lesbian regulars like Dee Dee,
who'd waltz in with slacks, cuffs turned up,
hair slicked back, and tanned Mexican shoes,
there was a one-armed guy who'd shoot pool
with Rita for $20 a ball, Rita used one of her

matched pair of San Toeos; he used the end
of a broomstick—and “cleared the table.”
Rita awakened as Ricei gently removed
her pocket tools, “It's okay, Poppa Bear. Just
go back to sleep. I'll set up for tonight’s crowd.”

n 1967 Rita, celebrating her fourth year
with Ricei, opened the Roaring Sixties. “A
lot of club owners back then said women
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couldn’t come in if they didn't turn their pants around”
or wear dresses, remembers Rita. Two months after her
club’s opening, Houston's vice squad came to visit. . . .
Separating out the more butch-looking patrons, an Irish
sergeant barked out eommands. “You get over here. You
Twenty-five lesbians were hauled to
jail for wearing clothing of the opposite sex. “The

get over there.”

enforcement of the ordinance, of eourse, was (h]vuTvd
only at those people perceived to be gay.” underscores
Rita. Used for palice harassment and extortion, it was
also a convenient excuse for some bar owners to restrict
leshians. "Everyone got mad,” remembers Rita. “But
what could you do?” Rita paid all of the $25 fines and
hired an all-girl band, led hy “little buteh” Sandra to
“pump our business back up.”

A month later there was another raid. As in
Stonewall, something snapped. “I den't think the other
bar owners could see what was happening,” swears
Rita. However, she “saw the need for someone to speak
out on behalf of this community.” It was an unjust law
that “deprived me of my right to do business.”

Wanstrom sought out the help of Percy Foreman,
whose legal fee matched his status as the preeminent
lawyer of the Southwest. Foreman was willing to

represent Rita when another raid befell her club. As 2§
Rita headed down to the Roaring Sixties that evening 2
“I happened to see a little tumblebug, -

to rally folks,
Now, a tumblebug will just lay there until somebody

turns it over and helps it back on its feet.” And so, as 3
the summer of 1967 receded into history, the 3

Tumblebugs were born.
Selling sweatshirts,

sponsoring drag shows, the dozen or so women who §
made up the Tumblebugs raised Foreman's $2,500 fee, !
. In challenging the city ordinance, Rita hoped to get 2

“people to think for themselves about what was
happening to us and what we needed to do to take the
heat off.” However, Houston had precious little of what
might be called a “gay community.” Aside from the
mostly straight-owned gay bars and the hundred or so

“A-list” gay men who hasted the Diana Awards, a parody of the Oscars
[for which Rita designed some of the costumes], there were mostly
homosexual closeted individuals, some of whom displayed the

Sputhern fondness for eccentricity,

One Diana member operated the Four Seasons on Market Square.
“He had a beautiful house on Choclafile Road with a swimming pool

hosting benefits, and 3

SceMES FROM THE ROARING
Sixnes: Second from top is
Rita Wanstrom (right) with
her darling Ricci.

on the second floor and live peacocks running on all of

these acres of land,” discloses Rita. Four bungalows
surrounded the house. Here Rock Hudson and other
closeted celebrities would come to party and bring their
tricks. . . .

Few Housten
expectation of organized political activity, Wanstrom
declares, “If we'd have had a parade down Westheimer
in 1967, we would have been stoned. . . ., We were,” Rita
“a lost people who needed to come together.”

Two nights before New Year's Eve, a sergeant and
his men of the vice squad rushed into the Sixties and

homosexuals harbored any

continues,

found women “dressed in men's pants, men’s shirts, and
men's shoes,”

Rita reminisces: “They lined people up and started
questioning. One woman who was asked her ocecupation
said: T'm a weenie peeler.” That just broke everyone up.
More cops came in and they made her repeat it. It turned
out that she worked in a meat factory and when the
weenies came through she would peel one to make sure
it was stuffed right. Sg they put all of the butches in the
paddy wagon.”

This time, though, things were different. Amidst
a bevy of “not guilty” pleas, a shocked magistrate
stared down at the Tumblebugs as their celebrated
attorney asserted: “This will not be a test of the
law. . . . It will be a test of the vice squad’s concept of
the law.”

Meanwhile, pugnacious activist Ray Hill worked for
change behind the scene. . . . Ray was summoned to
“come through the back door of City Hall and walk up
three flights of stairs to the mayor’s office.” At the
appointed hour, Ray remembers climbing the stairs,
entering through the fire exit, and meeting with the
mayor’s assistant, Larry McKaskle, in a converted
maid’s closet. Ray wrenched from McKaskle a promise
that City Hall would indeed “check into” the lesbian
bar raids.

On the day of the trial, Rita and her “girls"—
wearing dresses and makeup—appeared before Judge

Raymeond Judice. The cases against the 11 were dismissed due to
the failure of the vice officers to appear. The sergeant, however,
announced that he “definitely intended” to refile charges and to

continue to enforce the ordinance. Inexplicably, however, he was

transferred to the Narcotics Division. Rita affirms, “They never
bothered us again!” —+

DIVASWITHATTITUDE The heroes for midseventies Southerners were not gay liberationists with queer placards and clenched fists
but heroines adorned with rouge and rhinestones. Homosexual citizens of Atlanta, New Orleans, Houston, Miami, and Dallas had long
enjoyed such shows, . .. Southern drag queens did more than imitate Vivien Leigh; they stood resolute against the ravaging of their
hornosexual Taras. As in Stonewall, divas with attitude were the vanguard for the gay freedom movement. North Carolina's Brandy
Alexander first started doing drag as a Sarasota student in 1964. Refusing to be intimidated by police bullying, she was frequently “pulled
aut of the bars and beaten by the cops with billy clubs.” Atlanta’s legendary “jailhouse Jezebel,” Diamond Lil, earned her moniker following
a raid of a“masquerade party held in a Savannah “dungesn” operated by "Cousin Cora™—herself known for assembling South Georgia's
best rough trade, aristocratic closet belles, and top drawer entertainers.And in Tidewater, longtime activist “Diana Ross™ mounted a court
challenge to her police abduction from the local Steak 'N" Ege. —from Rebels, Rubyfruit, and Rhinestones

ABOUT THE PHOTOGRAPH “Africa” (Brian Seabrocks) was elected Ms. Gay Charleston, South Carolina, by popular vote in 1979, It was the 20th
Annual Ms. Gay Charleston Pageant. He is the first African American to hold this highly esteemed position. His performance was brilliant and he won the
hearcs of all Charleston’s queer citizens both black and white. Only 19 years old at the time, he was soon discovered by talent agents and lefc Charleston
to perform at the Sweet Gum Head in Atlanta. On the night of the pageant, former Ms. Gay Charlestons, some going back 20 years, sat at a long greeting.
table ar the entrance. Many had bouffant-teased hair from the '60s. They were in a tizzy. upset with the prospect of having a persen of color become Ms.
Gay Charleston. Fortunately, their prejudice was not shared by the majority of the folks present! —phetagrapher Greg Day
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Expectations

A unique opportunity
for the unaffiliated to become

a member and experience

the spirituality, community
and vitality of one of
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B Reform synagogues.

* Rediscover your
Spiritual Life

e \Worship

e Jewish Education
* High Holidays

e Caring Community
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A Worship Services 6 p.m.
Open House 7 p.m.

I Temple Tour and
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email: memship@emanuelhouston.org




‘ 1973-74
Seventy-Five Lesbians
Put someone else’s name down!”
read the sign-in sheet.

Seribbling “Pokey,” the five-foot-
three social seience major, recently ar-
rived from college in Florida, walked
into Just Marion & Lynn's. Wearing a
pleated skirt, her brown hair trailing
to her waist, Pokey Anderson stepped
up to the bar and ordered a ginger ale.
The bartender winced, as if to ask, “Do
you know where you are?”

Identifying herself as a feminist
and a lesbian, Pokey was neither a
separatist nor “out” in early '70s S
Houston. . . . While living in suburbia,
Pokey occasionally sneaked downtown
to walk along “Peculiar Street” in the
Westheimer Colony. Houston was “on
the cusp of change from the bar lesbian to
the lesbian-feminist,” Pokey explains.

The lesbianscape was a set of loosely
networked communities of women. . . . Not-
so-closeted lesbians played fast-pitch seftball
at Memorial Park and relished the annual
International Softball tournament at
gummer's end. Meanwhile, the “A-List
Lesbians" enjoved outings like Easter egg
hunts on Lake Japhet and Halloween parties.
... Most, like those frequenting the Rearing

-

Join us for fabulous drink specials 8-10 nightly
$2 Longnecks + $1 Glow Shots + $2 Well Drinks

P -"-.\

Club Rainbow
ants you... [

=Y

‘6?9

to Péirty with us during
our 2nd Anniversary
- Aug 10, 11 & 12 -

Impersonation Shows
Wednesday « "Drag" with M.C. & Host

Shenna LaTasha Ross
Thursday e Sister for Sister Stud Night

Sunday = “0ld School Sunday”

Fri-Sat « Dance to the Sounds of
DJ Alexis!

Re-Inventing the Gay Club Scene
NEVER A COVERIIl - 21 & UP
1417-B WESTHEIMER - 522.5166

Scenes From THE Sevenmes: Pokey Anderson
(second from left) joins in the first March
on Washington, Oct. 14, 1978. Inset:
Montrose Gaze Community Cenfer, 1973.

Sixties or Just Marion and Lynn's,
“had lived this existence in the
closet for all of these years reciting the mantra
‘If you dont rock the boat, you'll be okay™
But, a new leshian wave, generally unaware

Wanstrom and her Tumblebugs, was about to
tip the boat of Houston heterodoxy. . . .

As 1973 began, Pokey attended the first
National Women's
convention held at the Rice Hotel. “Sissy
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Farenthold, Betty Friedan, Gloria
Steinem were all there—right in front
of me!” exclaims Pokev. But the caucus
was “very straight, although there
were people in the closet"—including
Pokey—who “kept sneaking off” to a
sexual orientation workshop on the
top floor, There she learned about the
Montrose Gaze Community Center
that had officially opened three
months earlier, inspired by the Dallas
gay pride parade that past June.
A few days later, Pokey parked her
VW bug near the corner of Fairview
at Whitney. . . . Inside the
’,_. . bungalow she found a couple

L ;
¥ i
A 24!
of dozen people, mostly men,
hanging put, Funded by the
bars, there was a pool table

= and space for rap groups and

dances.

Pokey also tracked down
Integrity/Houston, which evolved from a
small Dignity group at Holy Rosary Church

three years earlier. . . . “But, again, it was all

of an earlier generation of activists like Rita gay guys,” Pokev said, “mostly older,

conservative, closeted men.” This self-
described “fellowship for homophiles”
included founders Bill Buie, Mark Barron,
Hugh Crell, and Keith McGee. As an
unaffiliated political group, it provided gay

Political Caueus

Find out how people across America
are using the ancient art of Feng
Shui to bring success, wealth,
romance, I'Il..'i].][l"l .i”d h;lrmnn}'

into their homes and businesses.
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Feng \.J'l-‘.-'.'." COTSH

Member of Feng Shui Guild
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should not be SMSJﬁtf and should last a long time.”

We employ the best and newest techniques and
materials because YOU are our
first and only concern.

My practice is not a “clinic” setting!

YOU get quality time, ane patient at a time.
Every time, Come see how much difference
a nonclinical setting makes for comfort!

Strict adherence to cutting-edge
sterilization of all instruments
and facilities,

Bruce W. Smith
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1006 MISSOURI ST.

Hours By Appointment

713.529.4364

Restorative, Cosmetic and Preventative Dentistry for Adults Since 1981

Imagine Love

A Workshop for
Single Gay Men

In this workshop: Learn how fo identify and
overcome the pafterns thaf have kept you
single = Find out how fo affract pariners
that are right for you. = Learn the keys to
predicting the prc sion of a relationship
 Explore new ways for meeting men and
improve your doting skills = Leamn about
finding and keeping love, Sept. 8 & 9

A Workshop for Gay Couples

In this workshop: Learn how fo improve
communication skills » Work through
the hot spots of your relationship and
put recurring problems to rest e Increase
compassion and understanding for
yourself and your pariner » Resolve your
uncertainty about your relationship »
Learn keys fo working together towards
hoppiness * Restore lost romance and
rekindle the passion for your relafion-
ship and pariner. Sept. 22 & 23

NEW GROUPS FOR GAY AND BISEXUAL MEN

MEN IN TRANSITION—Married or previously married
men who are working on related issues.

MEN OVERCOMING LOSS—Single Gay men who have lost
a partner through death or separation

Call 713/527-0000

for a free brochure on
workshops and groups.

www. HoustonTherapist.com
Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP

Psychotherapy, Consultation, Groups, and

Workshops for GLBT Individuals and Couples since 1983




speakers, sponsored
VD sereenings, and
supported political
candidates. . . .

Later Pokey wrote
a children's fable,
“Star and the 75.”
Thig is a story of
Star’s love for Laura,
who abandoned her
for a man. Star,
wondering if she was
“the only woman in
the world wha
thought women were
important enough to
love for real,” went to ©
the Center: “But there were mostly men
there. So, as a joke, she would always
pretend there were really 76 women
there. Her friend John would say, ‘Oh you
just missed them. The 75 just left.’ And
Star would always say, ‘Darn, | missed

FICIAL WHITE HOLUEE PHOTC

them again.™

Pokey explains, “Back then, it was a
total fantasy to find 75 leshians anywhere
in Houston, except for a bar.”

... In Houston, a bevy of newspapers
and radio shows, an array of groups 3
ranging from softball teams to motoreyele
clubs, and a stable political infrastructure :
transformed Montroge from an
“amorphous cohesiveness” of individuals
in 1970 to the "San Francisco of the
South” a decade later,

When Integrity was founded in 1970,
a local printer, Floyd Goff (under the
name Phil Frank), published Nuntius,
using money produced from his swinger's club
newsgpaper and bingo parlor receipts to
subsidize the paper. An alternative radio

E

Monre Scenes rrom THE Seventies: Pokey Anderson (far left)
poses with part of the group attending the National Gay
Task Force White House Conference. The photograph was _
taken at the White House on March 26, 1977. After the 5% proportionately with the gay
meeting on gay rights, Anderson (inset] talks to reporters
ot a press conference.

station (KPFT-FM) also started that year, and
within a couple of vears a live show with taped
“enlighten

community” had
evolved into the show
“Out of the Closets,
- Into the Streets” that
i aired every other
Sunday afternoon.
Meanwhile,
Housgton women
switeched from fast to
slow-pitch softball,
opening up ball fields
at Memorial Park to
scores of other lesbians.
Women formed
baskethall and touch
foothall teams. Some
men formed or joined
biker communities. In 1972, the
Houston Motorcyele Club held club
meetings at Mary's bar. A year earlier,
the Texas Riders, Houston's oldest
motoreyele elub, had begun publishing
a newsletter. Headguartered at the
Locker on Westheimer, these men of
leather held Christmas and pledge
parties, conducted change-of-command
ceremonies, and sponsored interclub
activities with local and regional
“runs.” . The Gaze Center hosted
meptings for Christian gays.
Eventually this study group, led by

Arnold Lawson, would become MCC of
the Resurrection.
During the '70s; the eity bar scene

population and its inereasing
openness. . . . Among the city's 30-odd
queer bars, the most notorious and
oldest was the hustler-friendly. poorly lit
Exile on Bell Street (billed as *Texas' Oldest
Western Bar") and La Caja on Tuam,

hoasting a back patio rife with
sexual activity. One of the biggest
gay dance halls between the East
and West Coasts, the Bayou
Landing, opened in 1973 [just off S,
Shepherd, acrose the streel [rom
where Bookstop is todax]. Both
women and men would crowd onto
the dance floor on a weekend night.
It was there that Pokey learned to
do the Cotton-Eyed Joe.

This was also an era, as David
Patterson, one of the founders of the
Promethean Society, remembers,
when “the war on drugs was almost
non-existent. It was easy to get
almost any drug you wanted: tabs
of acid, Quaaludes, pot, uppers.”
Leaders of Integrity/Houston called on
bargoers to practice “enlightened self-
interest,” reminding them of the frequent
appearances of plainclothes vice officers, They
distributed silk-screened posters that
reinforced the old Mattachine message
“What I do reflects on you. What you do
reflects on me. What we do reflects on the
entire gay community.”

. In May 1973, Billy Walker, Chuck
Berger, and Bob Osborne stood before
Houston City Council. As leaders of the new
political advoeacy group formed out of the
Gaze Center, the trio politely requesied an
end to police harassment of homosexuals, a
liaison to the Police Department, and a
declaration of gay pride week. Mayor Welch
walked out, and the infamous homophobe
council member, Frank Mann, shouted,
“*You're abnormal! You need to see a
psychiatrist instead of City Couneil.”

... During the dog days of August 1973,
after Lou Reed’s “Walk on the Wild Side” had

dropped out of the Top 40, Texas leshians and
gay men also had a shock. The grisly discovery
of the bodies of 27 young men, tortured and
murdered by Dean A. Corll in his Pasadena
apartment with the assistance of two teen
;1(_:1_'(Jn'\-p§i¢'<_-5:, generated headlines across the
nation,

When Mayor Welch chose not to run for
re-¢lection that fall, Integrity/Houston invited
the three top eandidates to speak at a private
meeting. Only one accepted: Fred Hoftheinz

Integrity circulated flyers to 25 gay bars
on election eve supporting Hofheinz's
candidacy during his runeff election with city
councilman Dick Gottlieb. Although his
opponent was supported by the mayor and
construction interests, Hofheinz won with a
margin of about 3,000 votes—allowing
Houston gays to claim credit for his narrow
victory.

Mayor Hofheinz brought in a new police
chief with whom representatives of the gay
community met in early February 1974, Chiefl

s softball team,
coached by the Pride Parade’s Carol Clark (far right). Pokey
Anderson is in the second row, second from right.

C.M. Lynn gave the community “a
degree of respect and confidence”
toward the Houston Police
Department. Further, he pledged not
to raid bars if no illegal activities
occurred. . . .

Although loecal homosexual
political groups were no longer
quixotic pperations across the South
in 1974, they certainly lacked a
critical mass of lomosexual
Southerners, who generally preferred
reading a just-released novel, The
Front Runner, or a New Yorker gay
short story, quietly switching the TV
channel from Marcus Welby's “The
Qutrage” or Police Woman's “Flowers
of Evil,” or weekend dancing to “The
Hustle” or “Never Can Say Goodbye,” Three
yvears would pass before a forme Miss

America runner-up and an encyclipedia
salesman would square off in Dade County
to ignite the second Stonewall rebellion, I

From Rebels, Rubyfruit, and Rhinestones:
Queering Space in the Stonewall South by
James T. Sears, copyright @ 2001 by Jdmes
T. Sears with permission of Rulgers
University Press

MEET JIM SEARS and learn more about your
queer Southern heritage October 1; Sears
will be at Crossroads, 1111 Westheimer, 713/
942.0147, at 7 p.m., fellowed by an interview
on Lesbian ond Gay Voeices, on KPFT, 90.1
FM, 8-10 p.m. Rebels, Rubyfruit, and
Rhinestones is available from your faverite
local bookstore, Internet bookseller, or by
calling Rutgers University Press at B0O/446-
9323. For mor > infarmation on Jim Sears’s
work, see wv,  ‘tsears.com/histgal3.htm.
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ars have always been vital to both
Houston’s gay culture and the
sense of community, with dance

Charles Armsfro:._fgg -Owner of The Mantrose Mining Company,
JR’s Bar, and the fabulous new niteclub South Beach.

clubs in particular holding a power ang
potency all their own. From the iconic
danceteria Rich’s to the splashy

B

| : new South Beach, Houston once again
. proves that this is a gay community that
1 has all the right moves.

efore Wil &

(iraee and a sofa.

Before personals.

Before gay

churches, softball
leagues, or even mags like
this one that you can find in
grocery stores.

Before the Internet.

Pre-dating all this, there
was really only one meeting
ground for our people.

Like it or not, AA aside,
that place was a bar.

Like the Cotton Clubbers,
we were a community meeting
underground for a drink, a
dance, and a freedom one did-
n't find on the streets. The
times forced us to design
whispered locations, veiled
addresses, But this is not real-
lv an article about secret gay
speakeasies. This is a piece
about glitz, glamour, putting
on your-your-your boogie
shoes, the economics of danc-
ing, and mmmmm feeling
good. and how those whis-
pered locations begat above-
ground, glam-worthy dance
halls for a new gay-friendly
millennium.

Steven
- Foster

And Houston’s club scene?
Well, with the old standbys
still packin''em in, the hip
new Meteor becoming the
lounge to lounge in, the
upcoming Level, and not one
but two serious dance clubs,
Houston bar life is about as
strong as Lance Armstrong’s
heart—and just as beat-
worthy.

t is two weeks after Allison.
And, just as Charles
Armstrong himself has weath-
ered many storms and come
through unscathed, both he
and his new nightelub South
Beach have lived through this
latest summer tempest with
nary a scratch or soaked side-
board. Like South Beach,
Armstrong is built on higher,
solid ground. Smooth, sexy
features, coffee-strong brown
eyes, gym-trained body, and a
art mind, Armstrong

possesses a verbal vibrancy
that is contained only by his
mostly-all-business demeanor.
This is a man who both gets
excited ahout and knows the
value of High Concept. To wit:




Armstrong easily admits that the South
Beach mystique all starts with one thing.
In a relationship, if you've got the power,
vou've got *hand.” Armstrong goes one
better.

He's got The Palms.

“We were trying to help Jim Maclnvale
promote the Westside Tennis Clay Court
Men’s Championship,”
dressed in pressed, tight denim and never
breaking a sweat even in the 90+ Houston
“And he
was in awe of the palms. If there’s been one

says Armstrong,

heat outside his new dance club.

person, there've been a thousand whe've
stopped me and given me a sincere testimo-
nial from the depths of their soul and spirit
that these are the most magnificent things
they've ever seen.”

Armstrong laughs, knowing it'’s a little
bit goofy, and a whole lot true. But it's more
than just glitzy Vegas glamour, though that
is most certainly an artistic and business
model Armstrong is more than casually
aware of. He knows the value of showman-
ship, but he's aware of The Show's larger,
more important implications.

“It’s a sense ol pride for our community,”
he sums up

“T was talking to a guy from the Houston
“and I think he
became a little agitated because 1 kept say-

Press,” Armstrong says,
ing that the bar was designed for the gay
and leshian community and their friends
and he said, ‘Why do you keep saving that?
Why do you keep insulting me as a straight
man?' And I teld him you have to under-
stand that if someene has a fundamental
problem with African Americans, perhaps
they shouldn't go to an African-American
bar. If someone has a problem with Latinos,
they ghould probably think twice about
hanging out in a Latino bar. And if you've

You pass through
enormous cranberry
colored velvet curtains
tied with beer-can-thick
gold braid tassels.

got a problem with the gay and leshian com-
munity, | don't want you in my bar.”

Here, here.

Thing is, gay or straight, you're probably
dying to get into this bar, if you haven't
already. And some nights, man, it ain't easy.

From the ashes of Heaven has rizen one
fine phoenix. Aspiring for the title as the
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Move over, Transco Tower. Buffed gymbots strut in front of South Beach’s

wall of water.

premiere dance club in the Southwest, the
tab for SoBe runs somewhere upwards of $2
million—and it shows. Borrowing fram such
varied references as Asia, Ibiza (the island,
not the restaurant, although that joint is
pretty cool, too), the Museum of Fine Arts,
El Lay, Miami Beach, Madrid, and viva Las
Vegas, Armstrong has fused a fantastie fan-
tasv club unlike anything Houston has ever
soer,

The contemporary industrialism of the
poured-in-place concrete structure is roman-
ticized by those four 22-foot-tall Canary
Island date palms, each with hand-carved
trunks to expose the beautiful, natural geld-
en-tan eolor. The tops are also carved to an
almost-pineapple shape. (Yeah, it's phallie.
get over it.) The ramrod motif is continued

in the structure proper, with a 24-foot bell
tower.

[nside South Beach, you pass through
enormous cranberry-colored velvet curtains
tied with beer-can-thick gold braid tassels.
On a packed evening (which is every
eveningl, the club is deceptively intimate at
first, small almost, as the lounge is relative-
lv secluded, with chic hold-court banquettes
that eurve sut from below richly paneled
tropical wood tiles that are painstakingly
perfect in pattern. Across the comfy booths
is a 44-foot-long bar accented with a sheet of
ice to keep that cosmos as chilled as possi-
ble. Backlit marble glows romantically
above and around a vieious eollection of
imported vodka, locked up in a specially
designed freezer that keeps the liguor
chilled to a bracing 10 degrees.

e c—

e

Kinda looks like that’s all
there is, and that's nice and
all, but then you notice the
second section of the double-
diamond space. Pass through
the next set of king-sized cur-
taing and the real show
begins.

One island bar to the left
and a raised bar in the back
corral a massive 50-by-30-foot
white-vak dance floor. Above
the floor, hanging from the 24-
foot ceiling are two custom 14-
inch box trusses, one 14-foot,
one 19-fout, each with inde-
pendent motion, housing intel-
ligent lighting systems from
High End Systems,
Cyberlights, Technobeams,
Studio Spots, and Studio
Colors. Now, if you're in the
club biz (or you hang out with
the crew of Interview maga-
zine), vou know what this
means, Translation for the
masses: it's the shit. Making
sure all that flash goes off as
planned, the whole shebang is
controlled by a Whaolehog
lighting console. (And, veah,

While you're
dancing beneath
the lights, spinning
from the potent
cocktails, moving to
the beat of your own
drummer, sweating
yourself senseless,
you hear it.

the rumors are true. The guy
that designed the light show
illuminated Madonna’s last
three tours.]

But that’s just the glow,
It's the sound that really
thrills. Armstrong spilled the
real cash for Eastern Acoustic
Works' Avalon Series—a trade-
mark that makes even the
most jaded DJg’ fingers twitch
to touch the board. And,
speaking of DJs, they've got
their own private lonnge

behind the turntable throne.

To heat things up visually,
there is a coolly gorgeous cres-
cent-shaped water wall of
stainless stesl, conerete, and
rain-patterned glass that drib-
bles clear liquid—a perfect
backdrop for beautifully
buffed gymbots who gyrate
and smile on cue. To cool
things down, there is . . .
drum roll, please . . . the
Liguid Ice.

While you're dancing
beneath the hights, spinning
from the potent cocktails,
moving to the beat of your
own drummer, sweating vour-
self senseless, you hear it. A
rumbling. Sounds like a train
coming. The rumble comes
closer, closer, closer and then,
hisssssssss! The Kryogenifex
Liquid Nitrogen Speeial
Effects lce Jets shoot down a
spray of blissfully chilling
mist that not only makes the
dance floor virtually disappear
in a Harry Potter-esque magic
of icy smoke, but drops the
temp 20 degrees in a mere 30
seconds. It's the only ¢lub in
Texas that gives you a chill on
the dance floor that's not
caused by that glance from
across the room.

Even the bathrooms are
state-of-the-art. There are
video screens ahove the uri-
nals (think USA Tbday, in
motion, and a whaole lot sexi-
er), And everything from the
flushing mechanisms to the
favcets are infra-red. "The
only thing you have to touch is
yourself,” smiles Armstrong.
“And that's optional.”

Well, only if you're very,
very talented with a whole
lotta bladder control and real-
ly good aim, but the guy's
right, The point is: From the
cobalt blue submarine lights
to the pasitioning of the tile,
Armstrong has pushed and
planned this place to the
nines.

he sun is setting west of

the palms. The barbacks
and bartenders and managers
are eoming in, prepping for

Advanced knowledge for
an exiraordinary life. The
Physique Transfermation
System is a 120 day
commitment to leaming,
implementing and master-
ing five competencies for
fitness success. There is a
system fo mastering body
and mind.

Climb the
Tower of Your
Potential. Live
the Dream.

Call Now

Scott Langham
713-416-2856
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the evening’s show. Armstrong looks around
the silent splendor of South Beach, knowing
that, within just a few hours, the silence
will be gone, replaced by hordes of dance-
hungry patrons ready for this evening’s
extravaganza. And, what's more, he knows
why.

“People don't understand the develop-
ment of elubs in our community,” he says
softly. “That they're social clubs. They're
country clubs, if yvou will. To a heterosexual,
a bar is a bar is a bar. You can go to a kicker
bar, you can go to an icehouse, you can go
anywhere. But to the gay and leshian com-
munity, it's a precious environment where
vou're free from bigotry and hatred and
persecution and intolerance. A place with

A RETILEMANH

like-minded individuals where vou can link
up for a few hours or a few minutes or
whatever.”

Armstrong smiles, a little bit humbled, a
whaole lot sincere.

“Forgive me if I speak with a sense of
reverence about it, but I think it's important
to the community.”

Why? Because now that we have Will &
Grace, personals, our own churches, softball
leagues, magazines, we need our own club,
worthy enough to rival anything on either Houston.
coast in any seene, gay or straight? Yes. Why?

“It’s our turn,” he says.

right. it will.

years, has been the

.

ontrose
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gay dance club in

T

i g

t will be some time before South

The closest thing to New York that

Beach has what Rich’s has. But if
SoBe plays its well-shuffled cards

Houston has had to date, Rich’s began an

.

And that, is history. On
July 14, 1983, the bi-level danceplex
Rich’s opened its doors and, for the past 18

i

Divine
i =

Bette-er than ever—The Divine Miss M played at Rich’s not once, but twice.

The Reigning Champion

era that has survived, even thrived
Cavernous in space, famous for its holiday
s, nationally renowned diva venue,

parti
bold in its constant reinvention of itself,
Rich's has become the iconic club for the
aAges

“The thing
savs Rich's Gary Archer,

[ remember most about open-
ing night,” thinking
back to 1983,

that all of a sudden, vou're dealing with all

“ig how overwhelming it was

68

CutSrmart

these people. That just hours
earlier there were 20 construe-
tion workers and then, sudden-
ly, hundreds of customers.
During the night, when the
video screen came down, it was
just one of those situations that
people did not really under-
stand what to expect, It was
very, very exciting. The video
that was playing was Donna
Summer’s ‘Bad Girls.”™

Archer smiles. Because the
bad girls and the bad bovs are
packing Rich’s still.

The nightclub business is
savagely competitive. Ever
since Rich's stole the mantle
from Numbers (back when gay
dance was really desperate
and sexily seedy), it has held
the crown of the dance throne
unthreatened; the bastion of
the mirror ball crowd is only
now facing serious competition.
Sure, there’s the other-side-of-
the-tracks Pacifie Street, the
BRB. and other minor players
and glorious dives, not to men-
tion the up-and-coming

Incognito. But Rich’s has gone
unchallenged for the title until
recently. South Beach has had a
tidal wave of traffic. The new
Level is rumored to up the ante
even further. And word on the
street says theres plans for
construction of a new gay dance
mecea less than a block from
the Austin-born Continental
Club—a stone’s throw from
Rich's glass blocks.

Tales of Rich’s demise, how-
ever, have been greatly exag-
gerated.

Rich's strengths were
always—and will no doubt con-
tinue to be—its three irre-
sistible allures.

First: For years, Rich's was
the most wall-to-wall gorgeous
of the dance world. Fridays
tended to be an incredibly hot
mix of fierce fags and curious
straights. Holiday weekends
were, more times than not, a
sexy ensemble of local urbania
gleefully eolliding with visiting
collegiates in town, It was like
a frat party directed by John

VILVEN DESIGN GROUP

807 Hawthorne
Houston, TX 77006
713.526.3212
Jax713.526.6886
toll free 877 . 9.vilven
studio@vilven.com
www.vilven.com
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Dance Fever wannabes.

Second: Rich's is the only place that had “Be s ,-’ VOLLF
W SIart q‘lh oHr

acts. Grace Jones. Boy George. Debbie -.I.-i,-“: mcial y futtire

Harry. Crystal Waters. And Bette. Twice.

“The Bathhouse Bette Tour,” says GM
Jerry Ramsey with a laugh. He shakes his
head, and Archer picks up the ball.

“For two weeks prior to the concert, we
Or LW Wee prior Lo e concer WE A D v r s O R S

could only sell tickets on Friday and

Saturday nights,” remembers Archer. “Then
Maxine Mesinger had in her column that

she was gonna be here. After that came out, 4845 Sweetwater Blvd, Suite 500 1225 N Loop W, Suite 1030

Bill Green Sandy White
S i g e 281.491.5566 713.869.1144

the phones would not stop ringing. It was

overwhelming.” Securities offered throtgh Commonwealth Financial Network, Member NASDYSIPC

Third and lastly, Rich’s knew how to

throw a party.

New Year's Eves were infamous,
Pageants were standard affairs. First foam

ART RELLER, D.C.

party in town, (“The floors were ruined from CHiMNEY RocKk CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

H r ’
that ene,” laughs Archer.) Post-Pride bashes More Rich’s New Year’s Eve 2001, |
This club knows how to throw a party: Rich’s New Year’s Eve 2001. were legendary. This year's Moulin Rich’s, with a visit from some rather sexy
with a savvy. splashy ad campaign and cou- space oddities.
pla-thousand dollars worth of redecorating

Y Work Injvries ¥ ImeairmMeNT RATINGS
Y SrorTs INJURIES ¥ AUTO ACCIDENTS
Y ACUPUNCTURE

Hughes in his early vears, scripted by Chi were more gay, less mixed, and the energy (lotsa velvet, tons of gold), was madness that, like deregulation of the phone compa-
Chi La Rue in her early vears, but lensed by was palpable. The temp always ran higher Camel’s Rhythm tour stopped by last month nies, or the gas companies (not the (713) 781-3344
i § - 3 . ) 1 o i Lo Bt . e i |
Matthew E{ni.-;lrm. circa \.'nlr]-:'ulm' n-m‘.. It 1.h|- closer it got to Monday. At Rich’s, it was and plunked down $15,000 just to jazz the California model, though!), this increased
was innocent, naively dirty-sexy, and it feverish and s0 was the crowd. place up. competition is great for the dancing con S¢ Habla Esp 1ol [
R s ofi = l great | 1 L % t i . q
looked great. Rich's has the best lighting, But beautiful people were not just rele But the question lingers: Can Houston M Al major credit cards accepted |
. . - 1 1 SRR i « [ : «
bar none. It is made for A Scene, And the gated to the dance floor and the sidelines, support more than one dance club? Because. if Rich's had a bad side. it was |
players there never disappointed. Saturdays And that stage held a lot more than just The answer is ves. The real benefit is that it was the only place to dance. Fridays 33 CHiMxey Rock, STE 440 @ RicHMOND

at midnight? Please. If you wanted a drink,

yvou'd die of thirst first. And if someone

¥ & | : o | - asked you what time it was on the dance
HOHStOH Symphﬂﬂ} _ - : . floor, you 4_Ii|_in'|l have room to lift up your It feels so goo,d

ExxonMobil Pops | o 8 30 wieeh o6 it A Batnds to have been framed by

were Fridays, only squared.

prﬁ‘senfﬁ' I ik ) . Now, I‘L}IL'h.C'- |..=I='la|-| attracting a good . HOIIWOOd Frame Gallﬂry!
0 ) ) ’ edit st looking crowd and, yeah, don't get it wrong }
ommy une . v | = it's still packed, but now you can breathe
— I f ! " You still have to wait for a drink, but yvou'll
The Manhattan Kings | a re -

LIVE IN JONES HALL
Friday, Sept. 7, 8.00p.m

get one before you go Sahara. The bathroom

lines are still ghastly, but they're friendly.

- ! (Read into that what you will.) And the A [ iy
VAL dance floor is still packed, but when some- B ; Exquisite frme johl. o
! | GG body asks you for the time, you actually f 1 : she must hﬁve heen fl'aﬂlEd by )
; g have the room to give it to them. ;
S . Remember, Rich's survived when downtown Holmd Frame Ga“ﬂ 1 ‘r

became an actual destination for 9-5 a.m

[ . not just 9-5 p.m. And as Oz and the other
¢ \ N 5 e \A\ . downtown discos disappeared, Rich's held

firm.

Saturday, Seot. 8, 8:00 p.m
Sunday, Sept. 9, 7:30 p.m.

Join Principle Pops Conductor |
Michael Krajewski and the Houston Y
Symphony as they welcome special
guest Tommy Tune. This 9-time Tony
Award winning Broadway sensation
will have you dancing in the aisles!
Tickets On Sale
August 27, 2001
Call 713-224-757

E);(onMob" LUI!EERcI?ta!

ncs

[f South Beach keeps up the glam factor,
and Rich's proves as eraftily innovative as it
has been, it looks like both clubs will be
assured of having their 20-year anmver-

saries. And that's pood news for everybody's

: . dancing shoes. M e OUT Yo
Houston Leshian & Gay Community Center Inc ety

CoMING UP: Don't miss OutSmart’s contin-

803 Hawthorne * 713.524.3818 ued pub crawl, where we see what’s movin' 10am-6pm, Mon-Sat, H@IIyWOOd 2431 Bissonnet

- . . PRI and shak all the other gay gin joints of /942-
Programming ¢ Partnerships # Private event facilities s i A S i UBS.an thers FRAME GALLERY fii=udeiedy
Reel Framing for Real People
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Visit our website at
www.houstonsymhpony.org

our fair city
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Java Java Cafe

8:30AM—-9PM

Sun

&' 30AM-3PM

917 W. 11tk 8¢, - Nouston Reights
713.880JAJ4

Happy Hour
5-1 Mon-Fri
with FREE
Appetizers
at the bar

Free Valet Parking

Dinner Mon - Thur 5-10
Fri - Sat 5-11
Sun 3-10

Lunch Mon - Fri 11-2
Sun Brunch 11-3

2411 S. Sheph

Laser
White
Teeth

in Record Time!

67 W L ITIVOE & KIRETY
HOLSTIR =S

713.592.9300
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A note about our “tapas” dining reviews:You may have noticed
that our advertisers are listed in our tapas section. Biased? You
bet! By advertising in OutSmart, our advertisers are indicating that
the business of the gay & lesbian community is important to
them—and that's important to us at OutSmart. Of course, there
are many other excellent and supportive restaurants out there,
and we rotate mention of them into our tapas section.

A Taste of Houston
Tapas-style reviews
OutSmart Restaurant Guide

Baba Yega

2607 Grant St. (Missouri St.)

713/522-0042

A Montrose institution. Sometimes we're tempted to eat here ev-
ery day, it'’s so homey and healthy. We especially love Tuesday
pasta night ($9.95 for the pasta du jour and a glass of wine), their
“Old Smokey” noshing platter of salmon with accoutrements, their
in-house sesame dressing, Sunday brunch, and almost any of their
specials, If you're feeling outdoorsy, you have the choice of their
open patio under the trees, the covered patio, or the porch facing
their secret garden. $

Cafée Chino

6140 Village Pkwy (bh'w Amherst & Times)

713/524-4433

600 Travis (tunnel level @ Texas)

713/223-1011

Houston Chronicle food editor Ann Criswell was dead on when she
referred to Café Chino's ethereal seared green beans as “a little shice
of heaven.” Owner Eddie Chen prides himself on his glass-enclosed
kitchen and piping hot wok, and he should: each dish is meticulously
prepared, and-try as they might-no other restaurant can duplicate
those famous green beans, or that wonderfully textured cashew shrimp
and chicken. And, contrary to its Hunan label, Chen added sushi to

his already winning menu early last year. $5

Chapultepec

813 Richmond Ave, (@ Montrose)

T13/522-2365

A sentimental favorite, and the place where the bold and beauti-
ful ean nurse their hangovers 24 hours a day. Get a bite of Tex-
Mex at its best—no lard, only the freshest meats and vegetables,
and the nicest owners you'll ever meet. Francisce Valle and his
wife Thelma came across the Mexican border with four quarters
and created a Richmond haven that's stood in its original spot for
more than 25 years. Olé, §

Chianti

1515 South Post Oak Lane

713/840-0303

Sequestered in a little pocket of Tanglewood, this Italian sleeper ex-
udes quaint—from the streamlined rustic Italian food to its sunken
rreenhouse of a dining room. Befitting its setting, the menu offers
classic garden-variety ltalian, except for the extraordinary stuffed
artichoke, Insalata Caprese, and a spinach- and ricotta-stuffed ravioli
lounging in a butter-sage pool with a simplicity that’s almaost star-
tling. It's available for private parties in arguably the most pictur-
esque setting in Houston (picturesque save for the ultra-hip martini
bar tacked on to its western hip). 5%
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by E.J. Arnell

FRENCH KISSING

Treats for your bouche at Bistro Provence

ake a trip to France this sum-
mier by visiting the newest
location of Bistro Provence,
Dried flowers and ropes of garlic hang
in comers, dark stamed beams slice
through white plastered walls from
which protrude patches of brickwork
and ends off wine cases. Yellow and

blue tiles and tablecloths complete the

country setting, w the wood-lired
oven adds to the coziness, Once insule,
if you're equipped with a healthy imag-
ination, it’s easy to pretend that the
restaurant sits in a quiet village deep in
the French countryside.
Complimentary  bread, called
fougasse, comes straight out of the
oven, crispy hot and soft in the mid-
dle—perfect for dipping into the herb-

-infused olive oil. Or dredge

and

up the warm ample juices of the escar-
2ot or moules farcies—mussels served
on the half shell—which come stuffed
with garlic and parsley butter. Both are
divine and get the appetite going
nicely: a nichly flavored Bordeaux AcCOMpanies
well.

[here are two patés on the menu, one the ril-
lettes de pore ef de canard, which 1s a roughly tex-
iured and somewhat dry combination of pork and
duck livers, and the pdré du chef, which was sliced
pork liver pite on the day that [ tried it. Even for
those of us who prefer the truffle style of paté, both
are good and are enjoyable on their own or heaped
mto the fougasse. | was not as fond of the fapenade
provengal, a spread made of black olives and
inchovy: it registered too high on the salty scale for

gustatory comfort.

The salade bistro s a fabulous combination of

Havors; as it's too large for a starter, | would suggest

An American in Paris: savor salmon cooked on the
charcoal grill, with the salad Nigoise.

having it for lunch. (The menu is the same for lunch
and dinner.) Cured ham strips, tomato wedges, and
rings of sautéed onions are laid across a delicious
selection of greens; but the crowmng glory 1s the
round toasts topped with goat cheese and spninkled
with garlic, dried herbs, and sprigs of fresh rose-
mary

Of the four thin crust pizzas that come out of the
oak-buming oven, | especially enjoyed the Pizza
Bistro, topped with tomato pulp, ham, mushrooms,
and goat cheese. (1 can’t get enough of this cheese. )
The heat of the oven produces a nice crisp to the
crust; the moisture of the ingredients makes for a
soft center. It makes a perfect lunch or light dinner.

The stews and confits are also fired in the wood-

burning oven, which adds a smoki-
ness to the already flavor-packed
dishes. The civer de |'I|-f‘”|'|'|' Saie
potvrade, a rabbit stew in red bur-
eundy pepper sauce, takes me back to
my childhood when 1 first visited
France and was excited about trying
rabbit for the first time. The meat 15
succulent and the sauce delicious. My
only complaint is that there are no
vegetables in the stew, and the baked
potato served on the side seemed too
odd fo L|U.il!l|-}. The cuisse de canard
Eras confit auy haricots Franad hés
{duck confit with mixed beans) is a
hearty meal; although both the rabbit
and duck seem out of season in the
summer, I'll be craving them in
November.

Somewhere out back of the
restaurant Jurks a charcoal gnll,
which 15 why the grilled items are
fantastic; with the hot fire, meat gets
a good sear, trapping the juices and
sealing the flavor. The cdres d 'agneau are the tasti

est lamb chops I've had in Houston. The chef must

OutSmart ALIGL




use a dry rub before the meat hits  have a cognac, brandy, and/or an espresso

Countrywide
can show you
the way home.

At Countrywide Home Loans,
we streamline the home loan
process so you can close faster
and easier than you ever
thought possible. In fact, we
close often in 10 days or less.

* Fast up-front approval

* Rate protection while you shop.

* No down and low down payment options.

* Local decision makers with the power to say “yes”

We've already helped over 2 million Americans move into a
house of their own.We would like to help you next.

Matthew Vest,
Roger Ray, -

2714 W Lake Hou'stcn Suite 180
Houston, TX 77339

(281) 361-8546
fax (281) 361-0355

e-mail: Matthew_Yest@countrywide com

HOME LOANS
Easy. Really.”

comes with her

ed in

béarnaise for dipping the savory

meat. You probably don't think of 2376 8. Sihe

craving steak, but reconsider. The

chops, Cornish hen, tripe sausage,

vizal. and swordfish.

ever

MaUSSE

| eat
from fresh berrv and custard tarts,

créeme caramel, sorbets, or simply

the erill; at medium rare the chops Bistro Provence, “une cuisine du solet! au feu de
come off the fire with a erisp fla- bois” (a reference o the wood-burning oven), 1% an
vorful edge. tender mside; and in ideal way to sample true French uslnl\l'i-T in a
true French style. Béamaise sauce  relaxed and casual setting without the usual
and French fries are served on the  expense. Aside from the items on the menu there are
side with some token vegelables usually five daily specials. Stop 1n on a Thursday
Along the same lines, | highly rec- night and you'll be serenaded by two talented gen-
ommend the entrecote erillce, a tlemen SIgIng French and | |'|[:'|i\!| folk SONES. Visit
Black Angus ribeye steak that  their website (www.bistroprovence.net) to see the

the wood oven, tomatoes their two other locations. Ban appétit! Il

onions, zucchini, and more dreamy

Bistro Provence

2

& French restaurant when you're 713/529-425

Man.-Thu., 11-1{}; Fri- Sat. 1-11

cooking method combined with
top grade beef is a combination
that you rarcly find. The grill 15 HEY READERS!
also used to cook salmon, pork

Are you holding onto a secret but
are willing to share? Write to me at

by Fpesc (eRpert B 3 OutSmart if you have any restaurant
gel excited about 1s chocolate . { E'I |
N TR N suggeshnns or the column.
e SRR L e i Todinefor@outsmartmagazine.com

or mail to 3406 Audubon, Houston
77006 -E.J. Arnell

apparently. Choose

LET'S GET PERSONAL!!

At Capital Bank, we know our customers by name,
not @ number, And when you call, you’ll get a
person, not a menu.

If you want a small bank atmos l|11he'rf.' with big
bnnk capabilities, visit us on Shepherd at Alabama.
We take banking personally.

AN ETTA gy /s
BN

YOUR FULL-SERVICE COMMUNITY BANK

3007 S. Shepherd
@ W. Alabama

Member

FDIC

713/529-0001 E

bed potatoes roast- full menu, wine list, prices, and the addresses of

closed Suindan

QutS

SPONSO

mart
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= &1 Club &M

611 Hyde Park
713/526-7070

M, NH, S|

* Bocado’s

1312 W. Alobama
713/523-5230
(Wed. nights), (W, NHI
* Brazos River Bottom
2400 Brazos
713/528-9192

[%, MW, D.CW.LI

* Briar Patch
2294 W, Holcombe
713/665-9678

[M, NH,E, Piano Bar|
= Bricks Il

617 Fairview
713/528-8102

M, NH, CW, L)

= Chances

1100 Westheimer
T3/523-7217

W, D, E]

* Club Roinbow
1417-B Westhemer
713/522-5166

(W, D)

* Cousins

817 Fairview
713/528-9204

M, NH, S

= Decades

1205 Richmond Ave
713/521-2224

(M, NHI

= E/)'s

2517 Ralph
713/527-9071

(M, NH, D, E, F 5§
+ Guava Lamp
2159 Portsmouth
713/524-3359

[ MW, 5, W)

= Incognito

2524 McKinney
713/237-943)
MW, DI

* Inergy

750 Chimney Rock
713/666-7310
MW, D, 5)

Distiry

ctive Lodging Accommadations
fior Both Lelsure and Corporate Trovelers

THE LO\ ETT INN

» jocuzzl Sultes  Pool/Har Ti

In walking distonce fo
over 19 area clubs
and restauranis!

= | R.'s/Santa Fe

808/804 Pacific

7137/521-2519

[%, MW, 5,V K]

* Level Houston
Charlies Lounge

3704 Fannin

713/526-3333

(%, MW, D, ¥, 5)

- Murrs

1022 Westheimer

T13/527-9669

(M, L, S.NH)

* Melas

302 Tuam

713/523-0747

1M, CW, NHI

* Meteor

2306 Genesee

713/521-0123

[%, MW, P. V]

* Mo Mong

1201 Westheimer

T13/524-5664

(happy hour), (MW, F)

* Montrose Mining Co.

805 Pacific

713/529-7488

(%, M, S, V. L

* New Barn

2715 Waughcrest

713/521-9533

W, CDJ

* Nsomnia

202 Tuam

713/521-1613

|AH, MW, BYOB, NH, D)

* Outpost

1419 Richmond

T13/520-8446

I = Moafing R

. Rn:hs

2401 San Jocinto
T13/759-9606
(¥, MW, D, V. 5]
= Ripcord

715 Fairview
T13/521-2792
(%, AH, M, L VI
* South Beach
810 Pacific 5.
713/529-7623
[*. MW, D, V5
* Venture-N
2923 S Main
713/522-0000
(MO, L

GALVESTONMN

* Blvd. Saloon
3102 Seawall
409/750-857
%, MW, 5, CW, DI
= Evolution

2214 Mechanic
409/763-4212
MW, 5, D)

* Garza's Kon Tiki
315 Trermont
409/763-6264
%, MW, S, DI

* Purgatory
2515 Mechanic
409/770-9389
%, MW, 5, D)

+ Robert’s Lafitte
2501 Avenue Q
409/765-2097
MW, 5, D)

MW, NH, 5,CW)

* Pacific Street
710 Pacific St
713/523-0213

(%, MW, D, 5, VI

* Paradise

2312 Crocker
713/ 522-7366
(AW, W NH)

+ Rainbow Room
527 Barren Springs
281/872-0215
(MW, NHI

hipwmn 'I'J—\'o_. |y

YOB—Bring your own Boltle

OutSmart reminds you to always drink responsibly.

" For advertising opportumiies o his page, contact Jatm Nagy 31 713620-7207 &1, 14

Your Insurance Speczahst'

R

Schmerler Insurance Agency

6575 W. Loop South Ste. 185 Bellaire, TX 77401 + SchimerlerAgency.com
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Montrose Clinic
A UiyUu U /
L - - # L
Dining Out for Life
b J J J'
i 9 9
September 15, 2001
\ fund-raising event where participating restaurants donate
a Fmt'li:rrl of the davs i:l'rn'r':'1|.- Ly benefit efforts to prov il{r'
HIV/AIDS primary and preventative health care services to
under-served communities,
Participating Restaurants Lo date:
Barnabvls Café Niko Niko’s Greek American Café
Bowlevard Bistro Rainbow Lodge
Kl Tiempo Cantina Rivas Restaurant
Fustont Cafd The River Café
Fusion Café-Village Tila’s Restaurant on .\'r‘.u'l.'h".'vm"
Farrago World Cuisine
For more information or to participate please contaci
Sonma Alton ai 713/830-301 5.
e | 01 75




A Taste of Houston

Tapas-style reviews

NGRS

upstairs in leve

' A hosted by
Brian
Keever

Robert
Miller

T o
happy hour

all day & nite mon & tues
2 - 9 wed thru sun

3704 Fannin@ Alabama

- 713 526 3333 = eharlieslounge.com

T ER

Professional Air Conditioning and Heating

 713-728-8700

= Free Estimates on Replacements
= State Licensed
« [nsured & Bonded

Prompt & Courteous Sales & Service
Residential « Commercial
Service All Makes and Models

GAY OWNED & OPERATED

(continued from page 72)

Colina’s ltalian Cafe

3835 Richmond Ave. (@ Weslavan)

713/621-8844

2400 Times Blvd. (Rice Village)

713/365-9497

12311 Kingsride

With its reliable Italian food, unpretentious feel, and BYO wine op-
tion (with no corking fee), Houston yuppies flock to these neighbor-
hood locations. And as long as you don't expect haute cuisine, you'll
be perfectly content. Order the pizza Marguerite and one of the anti-
pasto salads and vou may even border on exhilaration. $

Crostini

2411 S. Shepherd

T13/524-8558

Although Chef Chai Rapesak is Thai, he opened Crostini five years
ago because he loved pasta, and his inventive “contemporty Italian”
dishes are most delicately intriguing. Taking fresh Thai herbs he ere-
ates such dishes as lemongrass pasta, salmon griglia brushed with
ginger balsamic vinegar, and papaya salad in a spicy lime vinaigrette
with feta cheese. Or try the popular appetizer Shrimp Crostini, stuffed
with crabmeat and topped with sliced |.JL'-.'"[|Jhgl|]u mushroom, mozza-
rella and sweet jalapeno sauce. All served in the sedate open room
with its facade of French doors curving along Shepherd, brick-colored

walls, reddish wood chairs and jazz in the background. $%

Dish

2300 Westheimer

T13/6528-2050

Sleek and stylish, Dish offers a refined American menu at fabulous prices,
Sister restaurant of Benjy’s in the Village, Dish continues in chef/owner
Aaron Guest’s commitment to a singular dinning experience at afford-
ahle prices. For starters, try the arugula salad, or the fried goat cheese
and wild mushrooms turnovers, Our pork chop and salmon entrees had
the entire table vying for first dibs on our plate. More than just the flavor
of the month, this is the place to see and be seen. $$

Handcrafted
Commitment Bands

Galleria I, Level IT * Town & Country Mall » 713.984.1242
The “l wish | had come here first” store.

Nhanson galleries

16  AUGUST 2001 QutSmart

Thomas
Chelena

Ad
Deadline

Special Arts & Entertainment Issue Ad Deadline 8/13/01

Droubi Brothers Mediterranean

648 Polk Street

713/651-9377

You won't get excited over the cafeteria-like surroundings—it's the
very authentic Eastern-Mediterranean food that wins one over. [If
you work downtown, want a quick and satisfying spot for lunch, and
your co-workers don’t mind you having garlic breath, then you must
1p, and good. For veg-

try this place. Pita sandwiches are fast, ch

etarians, trv the one filled with falafel, tomatoes, onions, pickles
and tahini, with a small house salad at $3.95. Can't decide, try the
sampler platter, with two dolmas (grape leaves stuffed with ground
beef and rice), tabouli salad, a kibby (it's like a very flavorful deep
fried meat ball), hummus, and baba ghanouj with warm pta bread

for dipping. $

Gugenheim's Delicatessen

1708 Post Oak Blvd. (@ San Felipe)

718/622-2773

( |['|t n wide .|:'|l"l you still won't I!'J-‘ able to close Your mout h ;,'_'I'H'L‘.I]Ii one
of these famous ll']!"]t' stackers. Where else but this New York clone
can you order a beef brisket “jawbreaker” and have enough left over
for the next two nights? Giant matzo balls, crispy potato pancakes
served with dollops of sour cream and apple sauce, cheese-filled
hlintzes, and the flakiest knishes to rival either of those other coasts

Knishes, blintzes, you ask? Don't ask. Just eat! $

Ibiza Food & Wine Bar

Louisiana@McGowan

T13/524.0004

There 1s a theatrical feel to this midtown eatery, with the open
kitehen, rolling cocktail carts, carefully selected music, burning
candles, and seemingly stark—wvet cool and relaxing—décor. The
chef calls the food eclectic Mediterranean, and makes exciting
dishes like snail ravioli, octopus carpaccio, and mushroom risotto
with white truffle cil. $% =

‘:’;_/ THoM LOCH, RMT

Relieve your stress
with a Swedish

massage from
Thom today.

Serving the community for 23 years

Houston’s Premier Baker'\f {”
4
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Thank You
OutSmart
Readers!

#1 Italian
1999 ¢ 2000

Come and

)

» i

T

Join Us 117 Mimous .

Rates From
55 9_ a5

¢ Gay Beach ‘—-.
¢ 7 GayBars Q
¢ 21 Rooms & Suites

® 60-Plus Attractions

¢ Clothing Optional Area
e Complimentary Breakfast/Happy Hour

713/529-3450

315 & Seawall
Galveston Island
1.888.899.0899
409.750.8900
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Hair Salon
A Full Service Salon

Dennis Cox

- over 12 years experience
122 W. Gray - Houston
1 blk West of Montrose

713.529.0810
”
PLUMBING

PA SERVICE

Women-Owned & Operated
Plumbing Service Since 1985

* Residential » Commercial
* New Construction

* Repairs & Remodeling

* Building Maintenance

Amelia Reed
License #J-28054

Call 713/698-5012 (Poeen

13/939-1552 = Hours: Mon-Sat. »)

A Taste of Houston

Tc:pc:s-sty|e reviews

Java Java

911 11th Street

T13/880-5282

A comfortable neighborhood restaurant that
exemplifies the homey Heights, serving break-
fast, lunch, and weekend dinner specials:
Thursday is chicken fried steak night, Friday
is seafood, and Saturday is prime rib. With a
mural outside
painted plaster walls and rustic cement floors
owner Matt Parson has created a cozy “just
settle vourself in” atmosphere. The menu of-
fers healthy sandwichs, burgers, and pastas,
and a salad bar worth visiting. A new covered
patio ig filled with tropical plants “from the
vards of everybody who works here,” says long-
“We're all plant freaks
and [ said it doesn’t make sense to go spend a

time waiter Richard

lot of money on plants when we all have more

than we know what to do with.” $

Kam's

4500 Montrose Blvd
713/529-5057
].Ili'i'Lli'l.i right at the juncture of where
Montrose turns into the museum district, w
like to go to Kam’'s when we're in the mood for
upsecale Chinese food in an elegant, quiet, yet
unpretentious, atmosphere. The white table-
cloths, genial waiters, and view of Montrose
out of Kam’s storefront windows are all oddly
soothing, Although some complain that Kam’s
cuisine 18 rather Americanized, we are long-
time fans of their sesame chicken, Singapore
vermicelli, wrinkly sautéed green beans, and
crispy hot and sour whole fizsh. $§

Lai Lai Dumpling House

9262 Bellaire Blvd.

T13/271-0080

The best dive on Bellaire, not to mention the
best Chinese for the least bucks. No kidding—
how about feeding a group of 12 for under $507?
Soeothe your soul with the Tofu Hot Pot, chock
full o’ steaming fresh vegetables and firm chunks
of tofu, Or the pork- and veggie-filled dumplings,
or the green onion pancakes, or just about any-
thing on their menu. Thp off with a fortune cookie
and you're set till your next craving. 5

Marks

1658 Westheimer

T14/523-3800

Walk into this renovated church and turn your
eves upward to the heavenly painted ceiling.
The interiar is gorgeous, warm and elegant,
which is probably why it attracts such a

snobby crowd. No matter—ignore them and

and the purple medley of

HUBBARD

Financial

Services, Inc.

-
| * Past Due Returns

* Dut-of-State Returns
o

* Income Tax Service

» Estale & Trust Returns
+ Business Bookkeeping
* Business Tax Returns

* Notary Public

(713) 522-9000

Fax: (7 13) 5266588
2615 Montrose Blvd, - Houston, TX 77006

Specializing in
Personality-Guided
Therapy

...because every
person is unigue

1'd Be Glad To Help You
e Build Self-Esteem
= Improve Relationships
® Dvercome

- Stress and Fears

- Depression *

DEBORAH DENSON, LMSW-ACP

* Licensed Master of Social Work
+ Advanced Clinical Practitioner

3000 Weslayan Suite 345 + 713-850-7225

SR IR
e ¢ Serirrtont /,rfr/

NN ON 8 BROADWAY

« Popular downtown location, 5 blocks from River Walk

« Luxurious suites and questrooms with 4-star amenties
» Great for business and leisure travelers |
+ Rates from 858, w/Continental breakfast
Call for reservations or mare information |

210-220-1092 .

"To live ;oyfully isto l'we in hope.

udith crugder

Human beings can survive

excepi ihe complete loss
of hope. Fartunate ¥, hope
15@ very resiient quality

Best ot all, hope

s o renewahle quality

Ra

Counselor/Mediator/Fiyehotherapist

e |or
coo i r--‘q-:1|-s M., LEA

Individual/Group/Family Counseling
Parenfing Classes & LP.C. Supervision
Rebecca L. Ingalls, M.S., L.P.C.
713.721,9343

By appointment only * Sliding Scole Available

Pm{ea‘wn Plecs
o g

nganum Service
since |989.
- l':u‘.’h'.'lr_' owned |i.‘.ih'l |"I."l'.l|!|'1'|f
® Move in-ouf

e Travel in team with SUpEervisor

'-,'Irf-.'f-'[".'ll”l."l'. onc time
s Specialists in detatl cleaning
® Packing or unpacking for relocating

e Bonded for vour protection

YOLU OWE YOURSELF
A PROFESSIONAL
HOME CLEANING SERVICE
Free estimate by phone

713-895-2766

Rolfing

Structural Integration is deep and
transformative bodywork that
releases chronic restrictions
caused by trauma, injury, and
stress. Structure is improved, and
more ease and balance are
created without
invasive or painful
manipulation,

Craig Ellis
Certified Rolfer J
713.320.7481 %

www.jump.net/~rolfer59

A Taste of Houston

Tapasstyle reviews

enjoy the sumptuous surroundings and exquis

itely prepared meals by owner/ehef Mark Cox
(formally executive chef at Tony’s)
is gourmet American with strong international
influences on a rotating menu including fresh

fish, veal, lamb and outrageous desserts. $3%

Miss Saigon Café

5503 Kelvin (in the Rice Village)

T13/942-0108

Walking into the Miss Saigon Café out of the

bustling Village is like finding a restful glade
1 a busy publie park. Many of the dishes in-

terestingly combine cold with hot, with raw

items providing an extra intensity of flavor.

The summer rolls, Vietnamese egg rolls, o

spring rolls are all excellent appetizers. For
lunch try a bowl of vermicelli: precooked, cold
rice noodles, fresh bean sprouts, shredded let
tuce, cucumbers. and carrots are the base in
gredients, then vou choose a grilled item (pork,
beef, chicken, egg roll, tofu, or shrimp) to top
the chilliness. The caramel «-;1|||m|-. hot pot
makes for a most satisfying dinner. $%

Mosquito Cafe

628 Fourteenth Street, Galveston
LY/ Te3-10140

['his trendy,

break from the tyvpical Galveston fried sea-

sleek little cafe offers a welcome

food scene, Gay owned and operated, the Mos-
quite offers fresh gourmet salads, sand
wiches, and pasta, and has a beautiful patio
dining area with oh-so-Southern iron furni

ture and umbrellas and lots of tropical island

flowers. Located within walking distance of

the Strand. $

Riva's

1117 Missouri St. (Montrose)

T13-529-3450

In one of the most verdant and restful eatery
atmospheres we know of, the brothers
Silboyeh bring you Italian cuisine 8o unusu-
ally well seasoned you'll notice the pasta as
well as the sauce. The simple dinner salad is
alive with fresh vegetables and a tangy
vinaigrette and a pleasant forecast of things
to come. These men know herbs, and their fish
dishes will make seafood converts out of die-
hard carnivores. And pastry chef Pierre

kneads up some tasty little numbers. $§

$15 and below (inexpensive)
$16 to 330 (maoderate)
$31 to 350 (expensive)
$561 or more (very expensive)

The style

spiritual a

5326 Spri

www.creativel

Settle For
More

We are a sunlit, shame-free |

minutes from The Montrose.
Come join our diverse
community for Sunday

celebrations at 9 and 11am.

Creative Life S

e
Jesse Jennings,

N\

W

Iternative just 40

yiritual Center
ng Stuebner Road
xit 70A) and Kuykendahl
D.D., Founding Minister
ife.org 2813505157

MicHaEL BeEr

“I believe in being in
volved in our community.
| help organize fundrais-
ers for local HIV/AIDS or-
gonizations as a member
of BCBC, and I'm active
in the fight for equal rights
through my membership in
the Human Rights
Campaign’s Federal
Club. Butdon't choose me
because I'm a gay Real
tor, Choose me because

I'm o good Realior.”

rRY PropPeERTIES, INC.
223 WESTHEIMER

Houston, TX 770086

713.522.5225
Fax 713.,522.3286

AMERICANMOVERS

experienced

frusted insured
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furniture, fashion and even automobiles—is 1
once again. Are you hip to that? We know of s

Houston Classic Chassis Car Club (now 12 3

110 m
You do noldiave to owr

Blue &@#ve. located at 1340 West Gray

1 CIASSIC car o D

. 1
throughont
call Joe at

vw.ClassicChassisCarClub.org.

wWas

rears

St 10

the

1ce considered too “vesterday™from film,
making its way back into the mainstream
1 whole group of individ®als who are®'he
old) is one of four chapte
nembers total (67 new members since January of this vean

1 4 come a member of this gf¢and lesbian car
clab. '|'|'|l__'A'_uf meet the first Wednesday -lf.l"\-'l_'\. month at 7 p.m., at the

(it's worth marking on vour ‘eal-

drive past the parking

lot), plus have parties and other events

month. For information

713-680-0141, or go tg

rs in Texas, with

Photos by BJ Smith

.




Travel
by Karen L. Morgan

THE GREAT GAY OUTDOORS

You can relax and be yourself at Rainbow Ranch

estled in the lush, green rolling hills
of Central Texas beside Lake Lime-
stone, campers can find the Rainbow

sround, which off

Ranch, a gay/lesbian cam

a “home away from home” atmosphere to all that
venture there. The Ranch is located six miles
out of Groesbeck, off of Highway 164, drawing
campers from Houston, Austing and Dallas

Even if you didn’t know, as soon as you en

ter the Hanch's secluded gates, you'd £no

was a gay campground, Colorful gay flags wave
proudly from the Yellow Ranch House (a.k.a
the office), and a rainbow-colored table and
chairs adorn the porch, Strings of neon lights
eover the trunks of trees and twinkle eolorfully
after dark. Campers decorate their individual
sampsites with windsocks, pink flamingos, dand
still more colored lights

(Giant shade trees dot the 151 acres, and
large trash bags hang suspended from branches
for recyeling ecans. Whimsical, weathered signs
read *Wildlife Crossing: 14 1/2 m.p.h." Thé
camp has nature trails, a sand volleyball court,
a basketball court, a fishing pier, along with
paddleboats and rowboats lining the shoreling:

As owner/manager/eustodian, Pegpy Thomés
18 the heart of the Rainbow Ranch. Direet. out
spoken, and sometimes downright gruff, Thomas
spent 20 years as a licensed nursing home ad-
ministrator before finally, burned out, she cast
about for another way to make a living.

She says she had never felt comfortable
camping at a state park with straight camp-
ers all around her. *You are never sure what
they might hear you say, or what they wilt do”
Thomas says, “so it was not always a relaxed
or fun weekend.” Crediting God with the in-
spiration, she hit on the idea of opening a gay/
lesbian campsite,

Upcoming RR events
* Rainbow Ranch Hawaii Luau, 2
* Labor Day Weekend at the Ranch, /
* Autumn Bash Weekend :

* FallVolunteer Day,
« Halloween Party,
* Rainbow Ranch Thanlsgiving, [

82

After quife a bit of researeh, she found
that there were not very many gay/lesbian
campgrounds in existence and nonein that
area of Texas. Thomas and her partner at

of land bordering Lake Tamestone. The 151
acres was more than they wanted, bui they ?
fell in love with the land and purchased it
in September of 1995, In May 1996, her §

dream became a realitv and the Rain-

bow Ranch was opened.

Howev er, a few aof the zlsfld
folks of Groesbeck, the nearest
town, were not as éxeited about
Thomas's project as she and her

partnerwere. Af-
ter recelving some
"a 0 Thomas's mail, a
L neighbor was alerted
% to the nature of the

new campground, The
neighbor posted the Rainbow
Ranech's advertisement in the
eounty court house and local
churches, and tried to get a peti-
tion together to run the gay oasis
out of town. Seme other neighbors
down the road called Thomas to
warn her, concerned about harass-
ment. Fortunately, the petition
never wenl anywhere; aside from

some “Sunday drivers” idling by

zlowly to view the
“queers,” there were
N0 Tepercussions.
Even the drive-bys
ended fairly quickly,
as nothing 18 visible
from the road. Now,
Thomas feels that the
additional business
the campers bring to
:“'-111'1'i'1'|'_|'1i'1'|['|£_' COMITILE-

nities alleviates any

\

“To my knowledge the townspeople have

discrimination the
camp might suffer.

never been rude to any of my campers,” she
zays proudly.
Themas ruefully admits, though, coming
from the city, that she had no idea what
she was getting into. A woman who owned
another eampsite warned her how much
waork was involved, Thomas thought to her-
self. “How much work can it be™ She snorts
with laughter now as she thinks back
famous last words. “I had never done my own
vard when I lived in the city, as I did not like
to be hot. sweaty, or dirty. Now | seem to stay
that way!”

The campgrounds themselves take from 12
to 14 hours to mow, the land that can be mowed,
and 16 to 24 hours to weedeat the other areas.
Thomas sells ice and firewood at the office and
delivers the firewood to the individual camp-
gites hersell. She is also a self-proclaimed fa-
natie when it comes to the cleanliness of the
restrooms. She says it 18 hard to keep them
clean when the campers are there, as she is
ustially running the office, but she has several
“regulars” that make sure that there is toilet
paper available and that the bathhouse is up
to Thomas's standards.

In fact, Thomas runs the Ramnbow Ranch
with a little help from her friends. She has one
volunteer weekend a yvear, and regulars at the

31

campground are urging her to make it at lea
twiee a year. The last volunteer weekend was in
April of this year and about 20 people showed
up to help. Even her web page is designed and
maintained by two campers free of charge. Tho-
mas says that all the campers try to piteh in

whenever possible. Several of them feed her on
the weekends, as they know that she burns her
food regularly when she is cooking and working

the office at the same time. *] must

ay that they
spoil me very well,” she acknowledged gratefully.

After some lean times, the Ranch is going
full swing with lots of friendlycampers. Most
are repeat customers or regulars, although Tho-
mas has also had vacationers from Oklahoma,
Minnesota, Florida, Pennsylvania, Washing
ton, and Louisiana in the past. Advertisement
18 by word of mouth or her wehsite. Apparently
the word is out

The

family. “1 feel like the camp is a part of me.”

campers have, in essence, become her

she confessed. “I love the fun that all the camp-
ers have, [ like to watch first-time campers as
they reach out to touch their partner, draw back
their hands, then realize that it is okay to touch
each other here.” B

For more i
-7596 or

888/ 8
website ol www.ra
Der erson per 7
electricity. RV hook

Nties come W

 avatlable

event act

ston to the ranch

the price

ge !',.ll.'q'!.q.l.".'l.,'-.-\' boatl, spi
A limited number of tents (small & I

alsa avatlable at no additional ¢}

made from
Recycled Fenceposts

Birdhouses * Bird Feeders
Benches ¢+ Cabinets
Mailboxes * Whatever!

Kiki Neumann
P.O. Box 66815 » Houston, TX 772066815

281-289-2893

www.mothersoldfencepost.com
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Holy Unions
Portraits

713.464.4471
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CALL 713/520-7237.

Equal Rights...and Special Privileges, too!

Flash your OutSmart Pride Card and get special discounts,
free admissions, and exclusive offers from local participating
restaurants, clubs, and area merchants.

ACCOMMODATIONS/LODGING

HDLL\'WOODFNMC GALVESTON » S
9, Save O ANy WO nig

I 688

ASTROLOGERS

529-5842 « Save 10%

5 discount off

LILLY RODDY « 713/5

astrological readings
ATTORNEYS

ERENNAN JOHNSON LAW FIRM » 2402 Commonweaalth

[13/522-1211 « Save 10% discount off hourly rates

AUTOMOTIVE SEFWICES

MONTROSE AUTO CARE « 1511 172 Taft » 713/52
207 discount off fotal cosi of auto repairs, Not
othet offer

CHIROPRACTIC

KIRBY HEALTH & WELLNESS CENTEF!' Kennath Laster
D.C. & Elizabeth Baker, D.C. = 2727 Kirby Dr., #324 « 713
oe hot/cold |,-11I-. with complimentary
n and exam,

CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES
BASIC BROTHERS - 1232 Westheimer - T13/522-1626 «
15% discount ol reguiarly priced mechandise

GYM AND FITNESS STUDIOS
Houston Gym « 233 Birdsall + 713/880-9181 « 50% di
off first maonih's dues with 12 manth auto
HEALTH CARE
DIAGNOSTIC EYE CENTER/Dr, Stewart Zuckerbrod/Dr,
Marc Sanders » 500 Fannin, Ste. 1108 « 712/797-1500
Fral ning lor Lasik surgery, 20% discount for cash-
paying patients on routing aye axams
MASSAGE AND FACIALS

ALAN DAVIDSON/Essential Touch = 713/342-0923 « 20%
discount off facials

raft men

MAIL SERVICE
Mail Boxes Etc. of Rice Village » 2476 Bolsover » 713/525-
4132 + No packing fee with shipping order
RETAIL

WESTHEIMER DOLLAR STORE + 1420 Westheimer = 713/
523-4242, One (lem FREE with the purchase of 10 items.

Get Your FREE
Pride Card Today!

Fill out the membership form or register at
www.outsmartmagazine.com, Membership
is FREE, so get your card to build
community, save money and have fun!

PRINTING/COPIES
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RentAc
Fres initial ¢

COUNSELING SERVICES
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Daniel Garces, MS LPC L!.!‘-'T

526-8390. 20%

13T13/RET-R04

SHANE HENNESEY MEd. LPC

713/524-0388 » Save 510 off 2 one hour Reiki session
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ation and opport nar
growth stian leshians and gay me Weare Eir
bolh pro Chnstlan and pro-gay!

310 Whitney 2 duplexe

i. Place a

date, a

First Time Massage Client Specials,

Unique Ar‘ea Sa'es & Leasing personal ad or br £ ads from : ; ; Mand {0 58]
people like youl C :P Qutsmart’s free persona elaxation, Sports, or LightDeep Massage T ez
Call 1-800-310-6718, e oY ot ot e AN 20 : PLACE a Classified Ad
extension BIBLE (24253), for meeting location. HE"U hrUUHE : UaLt JOE 411 Roseland Monirose bungalow 211 §187,500 on our secure website.

[ SUNANCE - ] cCellTIAEA Tom 1_’ :peier 20K RS2 CALL YVONNE — 713-869-0456 X231 Looking for a new apartment, new home or
7'31‘87'.0777 o e i1 4 bl automobile?

National Gay Christian Conference Pippa Wiley FEATURED PROPERTIES VIEW our Classifieds online.
B Qrios Odvasay T13/256.6826 % : * Haighis-Area Lot for Sale (45 x 132)...8115,000. OutS rtM .
A FARMERS® One-Hour Professional Swedish Massage. Only * Cute 2-1 in Sunsel Heights...$1089,000 www.Uulomal agazine.com
Denver, CO, August 9-12 europa(houston)realty ! 4 AERS $45!11! Call Jama al 832/444-4848, « Willowbend 3/2 updated...5164,500 g

Sponsored by Evangelicals Concern « Recent Construction Midtown. .. §172,000 o 51250 per moath

FEATURED PROPERTY 10777 N.W. Freeway, #102 « Housto

SR e PO R Call Bryan K. Williams
ial and NeW lorieans style '-‘-'I-_ AZE ) ] = Coldwell Banker Swilley Hudson
1, social peated at B0 Hyde Park Home # Fire te 713/236-0456. Cell: 281/236-5475
rjourney
it www. har.com/kellybrooke MASSAGE THERAPY Please note our new rates
SERVICES » Basic Classifieds are *24 for 30 words or less
To obtain more information, contact us at: Specializing in CranioSacral: adults and children, & 25¢ per C”" word ""“"O:I'tcr Hd:“- ad 2
ecwr@ecwr.org FOR LEASE Sensitive Deep Tissue, Movement Exciting Opportunity Sk / s ava
WWW.ecwr.org Efficiencies from: S375 = One bedroom from $495 Re-education, and Injury Re-habilitation s and your lients inser

1 weekend

- » Two badroom from €750 - g g artic
(206) 621-8960 wo bedreom from $750 Karen Brubaker Mayr, ow normall] Re : r ml' - Boxed ads wun :exrom’y
Prime locations in the Mantrose and Galleria areas. Professional & Therapeutic 1. Rainbowprad. com/Bilbe mn ||ch 23/8"x l )
e Call Jim Bartley Rental Properties Bixcellence for 13 e, b : ; Ked
S : | 713/938-6968 713/599-1159 RMT# 2805 Bl b i
Houston Women's Festival - : 's sexy
| Saturday, October 27, 2001 [ Prihs Locion for Laace ;ﬁ:235il1:r't-ra;:-,- by Nina III.\:&I AMT j-‘,.d\i-!l'-.-hf.‘\l .\'.I.{!.“ - T T =
e s desarve I jaranteed! Flex-rates Kapes rica ove 'l move you in the
Sl R & R e Southwesl area/Briarforest and Dalry Ashiord Locations throughout Houston. Hpe- ng in deta urad. S

e 11(_|I‘._|1L-..
who prepay

wwwhwlestlival.org on. Great for Doctor's Office, D muscle work. Give it a try. Call 281/701-2029  OutSmart
rance Rﬂ;;l.u.l:-ur. or Retail

TRAVEL

T15-861-3316 i w.ame g R 3
= 0 square feet spaces availa Massage Therapy i Imb SONSEcl months -Web Placement: Add
713/866-3820 or 281/360-4891 Therapeutic and deep tissue by Jason. Memorial Y 2 ‘WD M ruicn T ol additional month, if you would like 1r. r':.ve
P?rw Hemal Ha" Park Town Home. College f'Eny RMT # 18436 H””;‘ "””” R'\‘ f { TUuise !ﬂ'dﬁ"'; X yvaur ad placed on our hisite :
2 your ad online at

E.‘. aser/log dance floor, HAIR S S il

ogany bar, walk-in cooler, game room. Free

security, DJ included. Rental proceeds  Studio 911 Hair ... If your hair isn' becoming to Classic fHassage classified online! The Travel Partnership, Inc.

08-8020 Place your TRAVEL! OUTSMART! you i

www.QutSmartMagazine.com/marketplace you'll
jith no additional charge.
ept 2001 issue. Order

get both print and web
= Deadline: Aug 15 for

to local AIDS charily. 713/521-1613 you, then you should be coming to me. By ‘It The Heights” AN AW CINS g | T
Appointment only. Don Gill 713/521-0011, 77006 G Be AN R Visit R SANDRA WILKINS by phone & pay by VISA, MC AMEX, or Discover
Montrose Cottages aturity and experience, Uredt rates, Relaxing, 1 ISIT our websiie a ) C Or FAX it ta us at 713/522-3275. Sorry, we do
Seeking new or gently worn items for AIDS peufic massige M private studio i the Heights Oms rtm : 860/437-9717 not bill. Mail your ad and payment to: QutSmart
Transitional Housing Program. Furniture, TV, radio Place your classified online! nings 6-10 pm and weekends 12-10 pm. Call for WWW. mal dgazZine.com E-MAIL; OUTTRAVLI1@ AOL.COM Classifieds 3406 Audubon, Houston, TX 77006

. Wisit my website ur

pointment, Byron

twin sheets & blanket
www.classicmassage.com Second available:

A MiseH Ol RIS, Dvop GILEY Visit our website at www.OutSmartMagazine.com
appointment, 713/521-1613 X

4412, For more information, call 713/520-7237




SignQut

by Lilly Roddy

he beginning of the month is full of

activity, The first weekend in August

has =0 much going on that it may be a
bit edgy. And for the astro-linguist, Pluto goes
direct on the 23rd. The Sun enters Virgo on
the 22nd. Mercury slips into Virgo on the
14th. Venus begins the month in Cancer and
rushes into Leo on the evening of the 26th.
All the rest of the planets are happy where
they are. Days to keep a low profile are Au-
gust 2, 5, 10, 15, 20, 21, and the 28th. Days
for wearing that new hat are August 4, 7, 18,
and the 23rd.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22} Time to focus on your-
self this month with this being your birthday
month. You and Joyeelyn Elders ( Au-
gust 13), Billy Bob Thornton (August
4), and Lisa Kudrow (July 30) are
born under the sign of creativity, a
desire to be an the stage, and nar-
eissism. And this birthday is espe-
cially important as you are really
recomsidering your entire life path.
You are confused and every path
seems foggy. You have to follow your
heart, not what will make people
like you. This is yvour key to fulfill-
ment. Make vourself happy and then you will
make others happy without resentment.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) You are still in your
incubation period, just about to hatch out of
your shell. Make sure you have all of your
plans in order because by the end of the
month, you are ready to act. You are judging
things now to make sure that they have a
place in your future. And you need some
grounded proof; otherwise they are out on the
curh. This can be a tense time for any deci-
sions that have a long-term decision associ-
ated with them. You are looking for those
assurance policies. You don't have to act un-
til the 22nd.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct, 23) This is a rather pub-
lic period for you. You seem to be out in front
even if you don't want to be. And friends are
coming out of the woodwork. They are really
drawing on your strength this month. Be care-
ful that they don't suck the life out of you.
And you will feel their pain—just wear your
protective underwear, This is a great time to
promaote your eareer, If you would like to
awitch positions or you are looking for a pro-
maotion, thisis the time to go for it. Your charm
factor is very high this month.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24—Nov. 21) Work offers you a
place to retreat to this month. Family, both past
and present, are really pulling on you. You want

to be treated like a queen, but you feel as though
yvou have to be the despot. Find a way to get
away from your routines, Work may seem the
easiest escape, but you need some rest; a short
break from your predictability would do won-
ders for you. Your stress level is over the top
on the 4th and 5th. Even relationships have
this undertone of responsibility. Have you
considered August as your vacation month?

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Relation-
ships =still continue to dominate your life
themes. Fortunately, this is the last month
for this theme. You are breaking out of your
crystalline ruts that you have been stuck in.
You won't even be able to use the word “rou-
tine” in a sentence, You want things in your
life that promote adventure, excitement, chal-

lenge, joie de vivre. As we move to the end of

around you. You have plenty of energy and
desire, but you are adrift at sea, Relationships
and friends could be your only place of so-
lace. But they won't need your help—they are
there to help you. Rescue your inner damsel
and you will be ready to help others again.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) Lots of activity
taking place for you in your home this month
and for the rest of the year. And vou are cer-
tainly in a creative mood as well, Work is bor-
ing your socks off—you just want to play.
Children can certainly help vou increase the
play in vour life. Creative avoidance will be
your watchword. By the end of the month,
vou are [eeling pulled back into the routine
rut and there is no escape!

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) You certainly have
a lot to say. And vou seem to have a

Openly gay actor
Stephen Fry,
pictured here as

Oscar Wilde in
Wilde, was born
August 24, 1957.

the month, this “time of change” will focus
on your career sector. Get ready for a roller-
coaster ride there.

CAPRICORN (Dec, 22—Jan. 19) You are in a
rather calm place this month, even though
everyone around you may seem like they for-
got to take their Prozac. Work routines may
be a bit unsettled, but you are impervious.
You are feeling upbeat and optimistic about
the future. This is a wonderful month for re-
lationships both business and personal. Be
careful: Because you look so stable, people
will want to tie their boat to your pier. And
L]Iv}' may not want to pay rent.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20— Feb. 18) Has your life
been feeling a bit lost or purpaseless? Or have
you been feeling trapped by the paths and
routines that you have established for your-
self? This has been part of your life transfor-
mation that has been going on for the last
couple of years. This month, the universe
turns up the volume on this theme, So, what
shall you do? Follow your instincts and your
desires, even if they don't seem like they will
produce safety and freedom. They will.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) Put on thoese ga-
loshes and raincoats. The water is going to
be deep this month. Your career directions
compass will be broken. You don’t know what
to do with your desire to help the people

lot of information on any subject
that is brought up. Home is a very
unsettled place as old family issues
= resurface. You need a place to es-
& cape to. Travel might help if you
don't have too many responsibilities
at the end of the journey. Relation-
ships are not as easy to navigate.
There are coral reefs from your very
< early past that are making vou pay
attention to your course. Open seas
are ahead at the end of the month,

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) This is relation-
ship confrontation month. You have things to
say and they must be said. You have been
holding back on how you feel, searching for
the right words. Be careful that your views
don’t come out as ultimatumes (even though
they are). You will vacillate between this and
a strong desire to escape from your current
routines, Don’t put yourself in situations in
which you feel trapped. Rationality and di-
plomacy are not on vour side this month, but
direct action and addressing problems are.

CANCER (June 22-July 22) You are dancing
between wanting to indulge all your senses
and financial responsibilities. You are very
hungry for affection. Don't confuse that with
eating, or your neuroses will show up as
larger dress and pant sizes. You have been
trying to solve all of that through work and
work relationships. Now it is time to focus
on that special person (or persons for Lthe
polyamourous), And get a handle on those
money problems. That
is really the road to
freedom.

Litly Roddy is a Housion-
hased astrologer. She can be
reached af lillyeath@aol.com
orhtip: | feommunities. man.
com [ LillveAstrological Pad,
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Marion E. Coleman
Your Community Image Inker!

House of Coleman
Fine Printing & Graphics

901 WEST ALABAMA
HOUSTON, TX 77006-4693
113,523 2597

FAX 713.524 9643

Communicate with Us.

THE LOVETT INN

Distinctive Lodeing and Catering Accommodations

Historic Accommaodations » ( Jorporate Meeting Rooms
* Banguet Facilities ® Jacuzzi Suites * Pool/Hor Tub
» Near Downtown, Museunis and Medical Center

501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006
(713) 522-5224 » (800) 779-5224
Fax (713) 528-6708 Lovettinn.com

YOU'LL LOVE IT!
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SceneQut SIMON & ASSOCIATES

DUT IN HUUSTON ATTORNEYS AT LAW
T believe that being a good attorney requires more than

knowledge of the law. it requires giving my clients the time

understanding and personal attention they deserve.,,

1 Eugene Harrington (second from left) hosted a reception July 15 at Carter & Cooley Deli honoring State Senator R C. Sim
- LS 5E O

Rodney Ellis (not shown) and State Rep. Senfronia Thompson (second from right) for their work in getting the

Hate Crimes Bill passed. Also shown are Shelley P. Davis (far left) and Hannah Liebman. BANKRUPTCY

Chapter 7 Liquidation

News: Address!
New... Name!
New... Look!

Stop by and see our new office.

Chapter 13 Reorganization
GET RELIEF FROM
Credit Debts @ Foreclosure
[.R.S, Liabilities

Student Loans @ Judgments
Repossessions

PERSONAL INJURY
Automobile Accidents
Sexual Assault

Catastrophic Injuries
Wrongful Death

WILLS

BUSINESS LITIGATION
POWERS OF ATTORNEY

Ru
Not ( 1ed by the

2 Community photographer Dalton DeHart (second from right) celebrated
his birthday July 13 with the Bastankhah family at their Garson restaurant

DIFFA hosted Blendorama at the Garden in the Heights July &,

3 (L-r) Blendorama chair John Capps, DIFFA director Rodney
Honerkamp, Adam Thomas, and Neal Fogo.

The Hyde Park United July 4 picnic

4 (L-r) Larry Dean, Libby Cook, Cliff Owens (owner of Mary's),
and Richie Carter.

5 (L-r) Angie and Jason Gunning, Daniel Malachowski, Roh-
ert Wilharm and Michael Gunning

Preferred Graphics has moved to
4200 Montrose Boulevard, Suite 520

{Mantese Boulevard @ Richmand Avenue)

AVANTAGE DESICN

& & 7 July 4 pool party hosted by Jim Jacobs (left) and Cyril Thomas.

21 C. Simon-

8 For the first time, the Houston Public Library participated in the X PP
i Texas Board of Legnl Specialization

(713)524-6000

1620 Westheimer = Houston, Texas 77006

Pride Parade, June 23, with this “Power Critter”
float from the Freed-Montrose Branch.,

713.528.3311

AvantageDesign.com

@ (L-r) Larry Leutwyler, Ron Beagle, and Charles Paschetag
with the Bering Memorial float at the Pride Parade

10 Jess Boyd (center) was selected as Boy
of Montrose 2001 July 1 at the Ripeord.

11 The Gay Men's Chorus of Houston saluted
outgoing director Dr. David Faber (left | with
“No Bad Hair Day™ at their June 17 concert

12 Lloyd Powell was named Daddy of
Montrose on June 17 at Mary's.

your disk-to-document copy center presents

13 Lobo Bookshop hosted photogra-

pher Howard Roffman (far nght) | 1 : . . xErux

and his book featuring model Johan 1
Paulik (far left) June 17, Here with ' X -
Lobo owner Larry Lingle (front ~ - d e W/ nucucnlur Ennu
center) and Bobby Bass 5 3 ]|
Taking digital output to
a new level of Perfection.

14 Stephen Haddock performing at the Montrose Soft-
ball League's fundraiser June 16 at Rich's, with Susan

Fordice from designated charity the Mental Health As-

socation of Greater Houston. g - : ¢ IMﬂge qmﬂﬂy CDHSfStent
: : : with Offset Presses.

15 Jimmy Carper at the Euphonia fundraiser for the Gay and Lesbian Switch-
board at Bocado's June 15.

Short run color jobs from
your Computer Files.
EXPERIENCE IT HERE!

1201 Westheimer + In Montrose
713/528-1201




Over&Out

“GAY believes that there is only one world, and
that labels and categories such as homosexual
and hetercsexuai will some day pass away
leaving human beings who, like this publication,
will be liked and appreciated not because of
sexual orientation, but because they are
themselves interesting.”

~from the premiere issue of GAY, 1969,
quoted in Rebels, Rubyfruit, and Rhinestones, by Jim Sears

Mel White at the Superdome in New Orleans, where Soulforce was holding
a nontiolent vigil to wrge the Southern Baptist convention to embrace gays,

lesbians, bisexual, and transgendered peaple with love and ;-f;;,-gsf';'n-.

U.S. Construction
& Services

(Our capabilities includeD

» Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
* Ceramic Tiling

= Interior & Exterior Painting

* Room Addition and Siding

We are an owner-operated company serving the
Houston area for over 25 years, specializing in
residenfial and commercial remodeling. We have
many safisfied references, both residential and
commercial, for your review. If we can be of

assistance, please call. %
Turn your I’?OHJ‘E mito

Call for a free estimate. the home of your dreams.

U.S. Construction & Services =

(713) 526-7679 + Pager 713/698-0103 + E-mail: uscon@pdq.net Joae Hiavac, Owner

Community Specialist
Willow Meadotws
Willowbend
Westbury

Industry
Success

Beck W Smit hi=Senior Lodan C l_,l'?,f'rl'cr

Jeff James

fnp Producer

coLDweLL
BANKER O
UNITED, REALTORS®

Bellarie, Texas

Office: 713-349-9725
jeff@jeffjames.com
www.jeffjames.com

anerstone

Mortgage Company'

1177 West Loop South
Office: 713-353-7572
bsmith#houseloan.com
www.becky-smith.com

24 Years

Lending Experience
“We Keep
Your Personal
Business Personal”




Dancing with a View

J-Donce in e Sy

Post-Sunday Brunch Headquarters

at Skybar Penthouse

3400 Montrose

Drink Specials from 3pm- 8pm
$3.00 cover begins at 8
$1.00 well vodka cranberry
$1.00 domestic beer
$2.00 frozen margaritas
$2 o martinis

other drink specials begin at 8 pm
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