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Leader in Houston Real Estate

17 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Over $100 Million in Home Sales!

RichardHill.com |

$469,900

BY AN INDEPENDENT LAB -

Mike Copenhaver is the community’s
connection to real estate services.

www.mikecopenhaver.com
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Immediate Finance!
Immediate Delivery!
... Tonight!

Voted by
OutSmart readers
“BEST PLACE
TO BUY FURNITURE.”

Respect for every customer!
We sincerely appreciate
your business!

GALLERY FURNITURE

SAVES YOU SSS

%J;; 6006 1-45 North (between Tidwell & Parker)
PR g 713/694-5570
—l—in’.}:—-d--

Bring this ad and receive

S50 OFF

ANY PURCHASE OF $500 OR MORE.

Limit one per customer.
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Houston HRC 2002 Gala

Hollywood.

The Workplace.
Politics.

The Community

Never before has gay and lesbian
equality advanced so quickly.
Join us for an incredible evening

as we celebrate

HONORARY DINNER GHAIR

Steve Miller

PRESIDENT & CEQ, SHELL 0IL COMPANY
the success of our

allies and the critical HONORING

accomplishments Grant Martin
i{llti_r»:q.a[_:tl; of the Human Hights P{ILITIBM EQUALITY AWARD
campatn. Campaign. AssistHers

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD

Saturday

March 2,2002

ﬁ:ggnm Tickets: call 800.494.TIXS

or visit www.boxofficetickefs.com

THEWESTIN GALLERIA Table Information; David Muek 713.522.1115

Presanting

Spansor | ChevronTexaco
GREMILLION &Co.
FINE ART, INC.,

Momentum Audi Wlzel

veonra %@ guchamber
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Only 1 in 20

Realtors* holds a

CRS dcii.gnllitm- INCOREORATED
Get Serious! iy g & (T~
Get a CRS!

{Ceansien RESDENTAL SPECALST)

2323 8. Shepherd Dr,

Hovisvam, Texas 77019

Toll-Free: 1-866-RELORON

LR TS L)

//éy//z{ﬁz /mf/

HOME
_//;/z/?////m’/

\Jﬂthmg says more about you
than your home. Undcrsrandmff

¢ the unique needs of gay and

lesbian homebuyers is what

Ronnie Kee does best. Helping

you select your desired location

and home, 1o finding a
morigage company that’s
equally sensitive to gay issues
is a top priority for him.

the lifestyle you deserve.

v

(713) 523-4242

Ste. 1170

RowniE Keg,
CRS, GRY, ABR
com Broker/Realor
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Call Ronnie today and start living

BUNNIES
on THE BAYOU

=00

Easter Sunday
March 31, 2002 « 1:00-6:00 PM

Wortham Center
Fish Plaza « 501 Texas Ave. * Houston TX
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“ VERIFIED
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CHAMBER OF COMMERC!

www.houstonballet.org

' HOUSTON BALLET

BEN STEVENSON, O.B.E. - ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

a Mhaea

e
/' Tickets make |

great gifts for §
4 your special
R Valentine!

“Houston
Ballet Offers
a Cleopatra Fit
for a Queen!”
The New York Post

Soler Sun

March 14 - 24, 2002

(Z)
Hlechalia
February 28 — March 10, 2002

713-227-ARTS

QUTSIDE HOUSTOMN CALL 1. 800828 ARTS

@ F _ 800,828 Continental 3
é QR BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT sicketrnsier ooy Alrlines

o 111
DR FIESTA, FOLEY'S AMD WHEREHDUSE MUSIT

A

Proud Sponsor of Houston Ballet

Shvell 0N Company Foundation
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Letters

ARE GAY JOKES FUNNY?
Conan O'Brien:

"A Texas court has upheld a law that makes it
illegal for two men to have sex together in their
home.Which explains why gay men all over Texas
are having sex on their fronc lawns."

“According to a zoology journal, researchers
have discovered gay orangutans living in Asia. Ap-
parently, you can tell which orangutans are gay—
they're the ones who throw their feces like a girl."

“Britney Spears has to re-shoot some scenes
for her upcoming maovie because test audiences
didn't like long scenes of Britney in nothing but her
underwear. Apparently, the test audiences were
made up entirely of gay orangutans.”

(published january OutSmart, "Quesr Quotes,”

fted by Blase DiStefano)

[About Conan O'Brien’'s jokes quoted ir
OutSmart]: | admit that | have never liked his show
and rarely watch it, but | have ne
a racial joke about African Americ
Asians. Apparently, some peop
a''fag joke"

nim make

ans; Hispanics, or

ecause we are not fully acceptec

ciety If we ever want to be cansi I, we
need to start standing up for ou Dir. Martin
Luther King did not stand behind nd say

"It's okay to drink from a separat
No, he said, “We will not drink from
fountans.” Not until we start sayin;
right” and insist on standing up for
rights

| have often found out that we (GLBT commu

ever nave equad

r\.'?y‘; are our owm worst enemy

We say that we are s ut within the

community we ndicule and put down each other. |
disagree th-n? 3y jokes on TV

15 not av ‘_‘F‘- af

Comments can be mailed to Viewer Relations

K MY, 10114, o

3, New

Steven,

| apprec 1ate your passton and your willingness

write letters in defe

2 OF QU COmimir
| just happen to disagree with the idea that Conan is
a homophobe .

These jokes aren't mean-spirited
jokes. They are lighthearted funn

sternmed from a recent public announcemer Wt
homosexuality and orangutans. The fa peopl
feel comfortable making jokes about C people

on TV is a sign of progress in my book.

| think it's important that we

wisely and that we only "attack” those “attack”
us with jokes that are meant to hurt and harm us

saw the show that these jokes were delivered on,

and | laughed continuously through t R
opinion that they were told in good spirft with a light.
hearted delivery and a playful tone.
David Moiales
MNew Orieans

bublished on the

(Editor’s note: This dialogue was first ¢
Houston PFLAG e-mail discussion group,) Il

NEW FEATURES

i Click here to
utSmart . .

S current
P L Q issue, plus
% 7. ourexclusive
i " web-only news
;.m' : *  stories and

L em=——= special on-line
E “‘;‘f '« Columnists.
Missed an issue? Looking for a
particular article we ran? Check
out back issues of OutSmart
here!

e
<1
i

A
i

Click here for the national and
international gay and lesbian
weekly news bnefs

» Health News

* Political & Gay Rights

* Entertainment

l |
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Register online for

Marketplace

our FREE
I"ro!!ﬁmaﬁ Pride Looking for a great gift idea? Order an QutSmart
Card Subscription on our secured website.You'll look

maahvalous in our collector QutSmart T-shirts.

anclisivaofiers frarm GLESman Don't want the trouble of producing your very own
merchants. View the current website? Order online and
money saving discounts and let OutSmart market your 8
cool stuff freebies! business or service with =
SmartPage custom- '

and receive special
invitations and

designed webpages!

Wie'd like to introduce you to ﬂm w
:"Few NNON O OLFS. P Do you have something to sell, rent or announce to the
VIEW over 200+ personal

g community?

tg{—" ':‘m; here is youlrﬂchance PLACE a Classified Ad here on our secured website.
S SRR o Looking for a new apartment, new home or automabile?

PLACE a FREE o
OutSmart personal, VIEW the Classifieds Ads online.

Visit us @ OutSmartMagazine.com

¥ AUTO ACCIDENTS 7% CRIMINAL
¢t ON THE JOB INJURIES 71t WRONGFUL DEATH

¢ WORKMENS' COMP. 7 MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

AT T CORRMNE

LE\/IN
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Irresistible fun! A new favorite thing!

S f

;_i"‘i—j o) It l

i L b 1/2 ACRE ON HEIGHTS BOULEVARD— de fed historlc,

' ' { "' l. ' '!l ! ; ! < B these beautiful grounds are fully fanced m:rlﬁglfmugﬁ Hur?l

! | i () \ ,/f ! I 'I I ] 3000-5.1. house with carrloge house. Currantly law offices,
i £ a

but this could ba your dream home. Huge kitchen with sub-
zero. $675,000. Call Karen Der of 713/862-1600

]
_KE o 1hid e o F NOW, ;
ey : : The Classic Film y
K a F 6 n D 6 [1 [1 RECENT CONSTRUCTION— wilh gorgeous downlown views Wit h Su b E I T Ee e !
_ Rl e, ko ot N o I . So Everyone Can

& Associates Realty ot et o o o o0 Sing Along!

3 bedrooms & 2 1/2 baths. $258,000. Coll Mark Holland for 5

Now hiring agents for our new Montrose a_ﬁice.’ oR Biuinlion: 71SHACTRES. Weys P vm ! '
e T <ifid < = |

Pull out your guitar
and put on your best

- . 5 —r

Helghts Reatals—Downstairs unit in popular indigo Flals Galveston Victarian—Tololly renovoled, approximalely 3,600 HISTORIC BRICK HOME— wos o Baphis! rectory. Exquisitely n u n S q 0 W n & n Ij JOH’I US df

now available with stove, refrigeralor, dishwasher, cenirals 8q. . In tha haart of Galveston's Historic District. Wall 1o the updaoted, it features 4 bedrooms, 3 balhs, plus o shudy ®

ond gated parking. $675 per month. Closa fo resfauronts sirand or minutes from the beach. Twa story with lofs of 1880’5 Open-style kifchen has slab gronite counlerops with stain- '

grocery and more. Coil Morfy Justice of 713/639-7870. charm refoined but many new updales. Owner/agenl. 5259,000 less opplionces. Wrought iron fenced ond much more s ar rI for
Call Mary Justus of 713/538-7870 $375,000. Coll Koren Der fo see this baaubiful homeal 713/

875-7050

February 22 - March 14
LANDMARK RIVER OAKS THEATRE

2009 WEST GRAY
For Tickets Call
&
Events Unlimited at 281-397-8124 arao e I t
GORGEOUS 3 BEDROOM 2 1/2 BATH COMTEMPORY HOME— HAVE YOUR CAKE AND EAT IT TOO—Eulll In Sapt 1988 by Ster- or pu r(hd‘;e on- || ne at [

um“ni :::fﬂ:‘r T:mzm;:_hm:wggﬂs?;jﬂ townhousa feel without having to share a wall with your naigh- ling Victorion Homes, Mis nawer 2-story hame was buill ko ook p limitedti 1
sl e Sl gronite i open 10 0 }nrgé bors. You must see fhe insida fo fruly appreciole this house, Liv- old. Meights, 3-bedroom, 2-batf, just minules from downlown is www.eventsuniimitedtix.com
den, lorge masler downstalrs, shudy is o bonus, 3 bad- ing room has a lofi-type ceiling with windews all the way upl the parfect blend of old and new, twa iving areos, wel bar, hard

Waod floors. b master both, and great view of downltown woods thioughout, begutiful modaern kikchan, plenty of closal
FoOM: toirs, french doors f K lat n THAgR ’ g e
e i vnan Dok 12 e e ta0 oo0 o Minules fo ol reewoys. $250,000. Call Sara Gullonez of 281/ 59008, lour orches, large masiar hos s own porch. porch of . .
¥ garage ' g 830-6325 living room overiooks downlown, nice bockyard and lols miarl 7
Bill Boldwin of 281/850-6862. 2 $285,000, Coll Bob Derr for miore infarmation of 713/875-7048 F;
’ - See 0 Fiosh movie ol this houss of KarenDarr oom R a t

v 20 Pt Come dressed as your favorite Sound of Music character ;l
» 804 & 808 PACIFIC and sing songs from the show. One lucky winner will get to be co-host

NEW CONSTRUCTION BY ALLEGRO—Haights Victorion VINTAGE 1 1/2 STORY IN IDYLWOOD - Idytwood |s referred 1o os

Series, defached garoge, backyard, side deck, both  the "Little West U.” for if's quaint charm & house styles. This 4 WONDERFUL HEIGHTS TREASURE wos probably a farm ! 1 5 il wi 1 i L |
formals plus den with fireplace, luxury master suite - bedroom 2 bath Is nearly 2,000 1., has on updated kifchen, o hause. High ceilings, exposed beams, wood floors, lobs of 713_52] _25]9 du”nq an a(tual performﬂn(e and frve runners up w”! wina pa“ Of tICkEtS |
People Love Porches - 358 000. See KarenDer.com for double lof, open style kilchan that opens o a HUGE family room windows - not your lypiool bungalow! Masler badroom has |
video tour, or call Bill Baldwin of 28 1/850-6862. with a Fronklin stove, The 2 cor garoge has workshop & lots of siiting ofea. Living robm has roised orena for a piano, efe - et i "
slofoge, large back yord hos o gresnhouse & lofs of spoce for that Littie room on bock was old sacond bath & could be rastored Houston Chronicie ;

vegetable gorden you've always wanted! Only $211,900, Call Huge fully-fenced lof also features kol pond. Call Bob Derr fo TWENTI T EOX FILM CORP. ettt ot B TIME WARNER - ﬂ-r‘ |

Bob Dert fodayl 713/862-1600. 56 the great homel §164,900. 713/875-7043 @ T GR e T 3y e Out -Smart |

2 [|

= i

713-862-1600 - KarcnDerr.com & PcoplelovePorches.com




HOUSTON

(] y In Partnership with
wJPMorganChase

Sunday,
March 10, 2002

Do the Texas Two Step:
1. Call for a Walk Sponsor Form
2. Raise Funds and join the walk
at Sam Houston Park—Downtown

Call 713/623-6796
www.aidshelp.org

Benefiting 6 local
AIDS Service Organizations

AIDS Walk Houston is
brought to you in part by:

Qut+Smart

Houston's gay, lesbian, bi, and trans magazine
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p= [creator of
ROber' sa hwﬁ @; children’s
[The Advocale, 12/25/01, Michael Giltz)
.+ » Sabuda has been open from the start of his career. He even
includes the fact in his press biography, sent out to reviewers, re-
porters, and librarians.

Has this candor cost him? Far from it.

Sabuda thinks there's one obvious reason that his career com-
fort level keeps improving. “Children’s publishing is populated hy
97% women,” he offers, “and they have a very different perspec-
tive on things, I feel, than men do”

Reba McEntire

|Globe, 1/8/02)

“As a female, I can relate to gay men better. .
listeners and they're very easygoing,” she explains. “T've got tons
of gay friends—and not only from the entertainment business. . . .
If people would just let them be themselves, live their own lives
and not be judgmental,” she says, “the world would be a better
place to live.”

p e -
Edgar Rodriguez
Uhe Advocate, 1/22,.'02. Jessica D-uLc-r»c__l"

Whereabouts on September 11: In Los Angeles for a convention
for gay police officers when he learned the first plane had hit. He

They're very good

{farmer sgt.,
MNYPD)

worked at ground zero the following week

His story: “I feel there’s less prejudice now. People recognize there
were gay cops and gay firefighters lost in the buildings. And gay
and lesbian officers who survived realized how short life is and how
petty their fears are. People are coming out in larger numbers, | see
captains coming out as a result of the World Trade Center. They

don’t want to die in secret and have their lovers suffer in silence.”

Gay TV

Re: a recent press release about Showtime and MTV discussing the
posstbility of creating a gay channel

* |Politically Incorract, 1,/14/02, ABC)

Genevieve Wood (spokeswoman for the Family Research Council):
.+ . What if we have a network of people who decide, “Hey, I like
pedophilia, and I'm going to have a network hased on that

Mark Walberg (host of Temptation Island): I just hate that you're
putting pedophilia and homosexuality in the same sort of

Weod: No, 'm not. . .
Bill Maher (host of Politically Incorrect): It's called the priesthood.

I'm saying you're basing it on behavior.

* |Entertainment Weekly, 1/18/02, lim Mullen)

Showtime and MTV are reportedly in talks to create a gay televi-
sion network. They're developing an original series called Barbra
Streisand on Ice.

Edna St.Vin

{1997, Today's Out Look Calendar] RALRL bt Sand

Millay

Bisexual poet and dramatist Edna St. Vincent Millay was born on
February 22, 1892. Once, when she asked a paychologisi's advice
about her recurring headaches, the doctor inguired into her

relations with women. Millay replied, “Oh, you mean I'm
homosexual! Of course, I am, and heterosexual, too, but what's

that got to do with my headache?

LA A A R R R R A R A RN NN R R e R R T T T T

Compiled by Blase DiStefano

Dolly Parton &
Tracey Ullman

(both women appeared on BBC's Parkinson, 12/01]

Tracey Ullman: | love the gay stewards on the airplanes. |
love the gay . . . some of them are gay, let's face it. | love ‘em.
But they're only gay in the galley—they say to me [she purses
her lips], "Ooa, that bitch in 3B.", . . And then when they're
[with the passengers], they've got to be heterosexual [she
lawers her voice), "Would you like o cocktail, sirg” . . . I've

got more bloody upgrades from those gay
we® Quys. | love ‘em. . ..
{ =+’ Michael Parkinson to Dolly Parton:

There's always speculation about your
sex life, and there are always alle-
gations with your [female] assis-
tant. .. . There's always speculation
about this lesbian affair with her.

Dolly Parton: ... [We] have been best
friends since we were in the third grade.

Gertrude Stein
& Alice B. Toklas

(1997, Teday's Out Look Caolendar]
On Valentine’s Day in 1993, the Lesbian Avengers
erected a papier-méché sculpture of Alice B. Toklas

beside the statue of her longtime lover, Gertrude Stein,

in New York City’s Bryant Park.

_.__..............‘..l.....I........l.....

And her mother and my mother
were friends. Her fother and my fo-
ther used to drink together, work the
fields together. And she's very shy,
and | was always very outrageous.
We just became best friends when
we were litile girls. We went all |
through high school together, took .
all the same classes. When we
graduated, she came to Nashville

Russell Crowe

gay in 1995°s The Sum of Us

Ti ull

[::::{ere ?:::.. her - - - well, actually, she went to the
1998 book Tracey  Air Force for four years. . . . Butwe made
Takes On, @s gay g deq| when we were litlle that when |

flight attendant
Trevor Ayliss,
bosed on a ratired
steward): Does she
love gay stewards?

got to be a star, she would come work
for me . . . or with me. So we are siill
best friends, and we have never been
lovers, and that is the truth. And this is
not a Bill Clinton—! have never . . . | have never had sex with
thal weman . . . never, . ..

Ullman: My best friend is with me fonight. . . . We're very
physical with each other and grab hold of each ather. And
people can misinterpret that any fime they want. | don't care.
Parton: But | wouldn't be ashamed of it if it was true. She's o
great gal.

Parkinson: But that's the price you pay . . .

Partan: The way | look, people think I'd sleep with anybody.

| Entertainment Weekly, | /4/02, Benjgmin Svetkey)

|pictured left as the son of Jack
Thompson]: Is he playing bi in the
recent A Beautiful Mind [abova)?

The straight Russell Crowe played

Benjamin Svetkey: A Beautiful Mind is based on Sylvia Nasar’s biog-
raphy of [John Forbes Nash Jr.], but there’s a lot of material in the
book that didn’t make it into the film. Anything you regret losing?

Russell Crowe: A cerfain adventurousness in his sexuality

You mean the speculation in the book that he may have had home-

sexual tendencies?

Exactly. And that was a big question for us, how far to go into that. It was relevant
to his character, but we didn't want to imply that there was a possibility that schizo-

phrenia and homosexuality are related. That would be ridiculous.
So you decided not to put it in the movie?

Oh, it's in there. It depends on how you watch it. There's a scene where Nash is
walking down a corridor at Princeton and he fixes a young man walking towards
him with a gaze. The exira turns around and goes, Wow, what was that about? You
don't need a whole scene for everything—there are grace notes that you can do.

CIMPAM Y, CROWE (MDD

EL GOUOWYN C

LA E R E R N N Rl
- BUM) - THE SRR LI REEDAUNIVE REAL STUD)

i CROWE (BLM) . THE

L ]
T Il

....................l..'.......-....l-.......'..I..I..l.l.l..........:‘i
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Valentine's Day
by Blase DiStefano

actron

FEBRUARY 14, 2002 : Ul o aagactian eigad (1 1G]
hop Because ma_ ersaandhm
-'rm'u:a..'rdl! _ .§FarEd, but .

I'm not alone™

Seeing, singing, and signing

' I ‘ HE VAGINA MONOLOGUES Debuting off-off-Broadway in
1996, The Vagina Monologues went on to win an Obie Award,
but that was only the beginning for this one-woman show. Eve

Ensler's controversial work subsequently sparked a global move-
ment to end violence against women and was staged in theatrical
productions around the world, with a host of celebrities participat-
ing in the performances. (Ensler performed her show at Theater
LaB Houston in 1997.) * The feature-length HBO documentary re-
captures the intimacy of the original show, presenting Ensler in a
solo performance of her revolutionary play. It also explores the cre-
ative impetus behind the show and features Ensler conducting new
and revealing “vagina-related” interviews with a cross-section of
women, as well as detailing how the play went on to achieve ex-
traordinary popular and critical acclaim. * Before creating The
Vagina Monologues, Ensler was curious to know what women
thought about their vaginas, and polled friends. Astounded by their
replies, she expanded her search to include more than 200 women
from all walks of life. * For the HBO special, Ensler interviewed a
broad range of women on camera, just as she did prior to writing
her play: “What would your vagina say if it could talk?” Ensler asked.
Among the replies: “Slow dewn”; “Oh, nol"; “Accept gifts.” * In ad-
dition to winning an Obie Award, The Vagina Monologues was nomi-
nated for Drama Desk and Helen Hayes awards. Among the celeb-
rities who have participated in performances of the play are Glenn
Close, Cate Blanchett, Winona Ryder, SBusan Sarandon, Whoopi
Goldberg, Lily Tomlin, Kate Winslet, Melanie Griffith, and Calista
Flockheart.* Debuts Thursday, Feb, 14, on HBO.

e Up
Plan Your Future With VIRACEPT".

Because it's strong and effective. Keep your viral load
down with the #1 prescribed HIV medication of its kind."
VIRACEPT works with you to keep your life on track.
Begause it's easy to live with. VIRACEPT's easy dosing
schedule and manageable side effects have been helping
all kinds of people continue to lead their lives on their
own tenms.
Because it saves future options. When choosing a
treatment plan, it's important to consider what options
you will have in the future. Studies show taking VIRACEPT
early on leaves you with choices in treatment for later.
Ask your doctor about your future with VIRACEPT.

Thursday, Feb. 14, VIRACE.PT:&

y j ) nelfinavir mesyviate
6—8 p.m, at the Texas y . 4 e hy‘(
Gallery, 2109 Peden, r —_———— - - — r T

713/524-1593. The

Sad and Pissed

Sad and Pissed”
is A one-woman
art show of works by

Rachel Hecker. A
reception will be held

Forbidden Love in the 17th Century : e B VIRACEPT is indicated in combination with other
exhibition will run ased on a Irue story, Love, obove the reach of fime tells the tale of a N ' ; antiretroviral agents for the treatment of HIV
Feb. 1-28 at the love that conquerad time, social influences, and tradition. The hero- i ; : infection. The mast common side effect of
gallery. (Read more | | ines are two Anglo-rish noblewomen who fell deeply in love ol a fime VIRACEPT is diarthea, which can usually be
about Hecker and see when same-sex relationships were considered unthinkable and evil. In an controlled with over-the-counter treatments.
some of her work on e O o Some prescription and non-prescription drugs
page 44 of this issue fo the Welsh countryside and |-.ved_n'. an un- Rl plements SHOLE 1 BE e ot
PU|F out your guitar and put on your best | s hen -;hsgmsed romantic relationship for 50 years, Lo e |'|-;. A
nun's gown, or dress as your favorite Sound becoming infernationally famous while de- ; 50 talk to your doctor first. For

of Music character ond sing songs from the
show—it's "Sound of Music Karaoke Night” at
IR's Bar & Grill. One lucky winner will co-host

ing so. * Befitting Valentine's Day, author
Anna M. Curren is visiting Houslen o pro-
mote har novel, She will be signing her book

some people, protease inhibitors have been
associated with the onset or worsening

an actual performance of the Sing-A-Long
Sound of Music show; five runners-up will win
a pair of tickets. * The "Sound of Music
Karaocke Might” starts at 10 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Feb. 14, at JR's Bar & Grill, 804 & BOS
Pacific, 713/521-2519. « For more on the
Sing-A-long Sound of Music, see page 60 of

onThursday, Feb. 14, at 7 p.m. at Barnes
and Noble, 7626 Wastheimer, 713/786-
6016, [Her other stops at Texas Barnes and
Moble venues: Plano on Feb. @, Irving on Feb
11, Austin on Feb. 12, and San Antonio on
Fab. 13.) » love, above the reach of time is
published by Ladyepress

of diabetes mellitus and hyperglycemia,
changes in body fat, and increased
bleeding in hemophiliacs. HIV drugs do
not cure HIV infection or prevent you
from spreading the virus.

Retfer to the important information on

this issue of QutSmort

= , o I the next page. For more information,
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VIRACEPT®
(elfinavir mesylate)

Tabiats and Oral Powdar

Information for Patients
abaidt VIRACEPT® (¥I-ra-cispt)
Generie Nama' nalfinayit {na-FIN-na-veer) mesyiate
For the Treatment of Human
immeanodeficiency Virus (V] infection

Pleass read this information carefully before tnking VRALEPT Also, plesse:
resad this kifiet each tirne you renew the prescription, just in case anything
has changed. This 15 a summary and not 8 replacamant for a carstul
discussion with your doctor. You and your doctor should discuss VIRACEPT
when you starl taking this medication nd at requiar eheckups. Yois should
TEMEN Uder 8 doctor's care when taking VIRACEPT and should not change
or siop trestment without first talking with your doctor,
Alert Find out aboul medicines thal should HOT be taken with
VIRACEPT. Piease also read the secfion “MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT
TAKE WITH VIRACEPT"

WHAT IS VIRACEPT AND HOW DOES IT WORK?

VIRACEPT s used in combination with other antiretroviral drugs in the
treatmient of peoabls with human immunodeficsency virue HIV) infaction
Infection with HIY lsads o e destruction of CD4 T cells, which ane mporant
to the Bmmung system. After a large number of C04 calls have bean
destroyed, the infacted person develops acquired mmone deficiency
syndmome (ADS)

VIRACEPT works by blocking HIV profeass (a protein-cutting snzymed, which
5 mequired for HIV to muttpy. VIRACEPT has baen shown to significantiy
redoce the ameunt of HIV in the blood. Although WIRACEPT is not a cure
fur HW @ AIDS, WIRACEPT can help reduce your risk for death and illness
mmsnciated with HIV Patiants who tnok IRACEPT also had sipneficant
increasig in the number of 004 cell count.

VIRACEFT should be taken together with other anfiretroviral drugs such
s Aetrowir® (sikvicine, AZT), Epnir® amivucin, 310, or Zemr® {stavuding,
O4T). Taking VIRACEPT in combination with other antiretroviral drugs
reduces the amount of HIV in the body (viral load) and raises CO4 courts
VIRACEPT may b takan by adults, adolescents, and children 2 years of age
o clder, Shufias in infants younger than 2 yeas of &08 are Now tiking place.
DOES VIRACEPT CURE HIV OR AIDS?

VIRACEPT s nof & curs for HIY infection or AIDE. Peoplz taking VIRACGEFT may
il desvelop opportunistic Infections or other conditions associated with HIY
infaction. Sarma of thess conditions & pREUMonIa, harmss s infBotions,
Myoobacterium o complex (MAC) infections, and Kapesi's sacoma
Theee i no proof that VIRACEPT can reduce ihe risk of tmnsmitting HV to
others through seaual contact or blood contanwination.

WHD SHOULD DR SHOULD NOT TAKE VIRACEPT?

Together with your docior, you netd 1o decide whether VIRACEFT is approprizte
for you. In making your decision, he following should be considensd:
Allergies: i you have had a serious allergic reaction to VIRACEPT, you
must not take VIRACEPT, You should also inform your doctor, nurse, or
pharmacist of any known alisrpies iD sbstances such as offer madicings,
foods, preservaiives. or dyes.

I you are pregnant: The effects of VIRACEPT on pregnant wimen or (heir
unborm babies ane not known. If you are pregnant of plan o becoms
pregnant, you should 18 your doctor betors taking VIRACEFT,

I you are breasi-teeding: You should discuss wilh your docior the best way
boteed your badry. You shoulkd be awane that It your baby does nol already
have HIY, there is & chance thal § can be transmtied Swough breast-feeding
Women should not breast-leed if they have HIV.

Children: VIRACEPT s available for fhie reatrment of children 2 through 13
years of mpe with HV. There is a powder form of VRACEPT that can be mixed
with milk, baby formula, or foods ke pudding. Instructions on how to take
VIRACEFT poveder can be fourd in 4 later section that discusses how
VIRACEPT Ortl Powder should be prepared.

if you have liver disease: VIRACEPT has not bean studied in peopl willh
g gksease, B you have Ivar disese, you should tedl your doctor befons
tmking VIRACEPT

Dther medical problems: Cartain medicnd problems may affect the use
of VIRACEFT, Somé peaple aking profoese inhibitons have developed new
of more senous diabetes or high blood sugas. Some peopie with hemaopiilia
e had incrazsad bimading. § = not known wheather the protease inhibiors
caused thess problems. Be sure to tell your doctor if you have hermnophilia
mma.ummue 0O 80 nerease in thirst andfor freguent
L I

Changas in body fat hawe been seen in same patients taking protease
inhibitors. These changes may inciode increased amount of fal in fhe upper
back and neck, (“buftaio humg”), breast. and around the frunk. Loss of fal
from tha face, legs and arms may also happen. The cause and iong-tem
faafth sftects of these conditions are nol knawn at this tima

CAN VIRACEFT BE TAKEN WITH OTHER MEDICATIONS?

VIRACEFRT may varact with ofher drugs, including thosa you taks withot
& pregoription, You must discuss with your doctor any drogs that you ae
taking o are planning io ke befone you take VIRACEPT

Medicines you should ngt take with VIRACEPT:
Propulsie® (cisaprde, for hearbum)
Cordarone® (amiodarone, for Imegular heartbeat)

{hinigline (for irraguiar hearmeat), aiso known as Quinaghute®,
Cardioquin®, Quinidex™®, and others

Engot danvafives (Cafergot® and others, for magraine headache)
Halcion™ (iriazotami

Versed™® (miduzoiam)

Mevacor® (lovastatin, for cholestesol lowering)

2ocor® {simyastatin, for cholesterol lowering)

Taking the above drugs wilh VIRACEPT may cause serious andlor life-
threatening atverse events

Rifampin® (for tuberculosis), afso known as Rimactane®, Aitadin®,
Rifater®, or Aifamate®

This drug reduces blood levets of VIRACEPT

Dose reduction required if you take VIRACEPT with: Mycobutn®™
(rirabuitin, for MAC): you will nesd o i3k a lowes dose of Mycabutin

A change ol therapy should be considered if you are taking
VIRACEPT with:

Phencbarhital
Phenytoin (Diantin® and others)

Carbarmareping (Tegretol® and others)
These agens may reduce the amount of VIRACEFT in your blood and
make it ass effective

Ural contracepiives (“the pal ™)

It yoous & taking the pil o prevent pregnancy, you should wse a difierant
type of contraception since VIRACEPT may reduce the elfectiveness of
oral contracepiives

Special considerations

Before you taks Viagra®™ (sidenafil) with VIRACEPT, talk to your doctor
about possible drug inferactions and side effacts, It you take Viagra and
VIRACEPT tngather, you may be af incroasad risk of side effects of Viagra
such as fow biood pressure, visual changss, and penile erection lasting
maone than 4 hours. If an eraction (asts longar tan 4 hours, you should
soak Immediate modecal assistance fo avold permanant damage D your
penis. Your doctor can explain thase symptoms to you

1t is not recommended o tke VIRACERT with the cholesteni-loweding
drugs Mavacoe® ) o Zocor® {sir ) because of possitie
drug interactions. There is also an increased risk of dneg Intevactons
btwaen VIRACEPT and Lipstor® {atorvastating and Baycol® (cerivastating;
tatk t your doctor bafore you take either of these cholesterd reducing
dinugs with VIRACEFT.

Taking St Juhn's worl (hypericum parforatum), an harbal product sold as
a dietary supplament, or products containing St John's wort with VIRACEPT
s not recommiended. Tk with your doctor i you tre aking o &e planning
o take 2. John's wort. Taking SL John's wort may decriase lenls
and iead o ncreasad virl oad and possibia resistance o VIRACEPT or
crogs resistance fo other andiretroviral drugs,

HOW SHOULD VIRACEPT BE TAKEN WITH OTHER ANTI-HIV DRUGS?

Taking VIRACEPT together with other anti-HIV drugs incraases their ability
1o fight th wrus. It s reduces the opporturity fof Fesstant virses 10 grow.
Based on your history of takbng other ant-HY medicing, your doctor will
direct you on how to take VIRACEPT and other anti-HIV midicines. Thase
drugs should be taken in A certain order or at spacific times. This will
depend on how many times a day each medicing should be takan, 1t will
also depend on whisther it should be taken with or without food

Nucleoside analogues: No drug interaction problams wers sear when
VIRACEPT was given with

Retrovir {ridovuding, AZT)
Epivir famivudne, 310)
Zarlt (stavuding, d4T)
Vide® ({didanosine, ddi)

It you are taking both Videx (ddl) and VIRACEPT:

Wident should be taken without food, on an empty stomach. Therefore, you
should take VIRACEFT with tnod ong hour Sfier or more Than twi hours
befiore you take Vidas,

Monnucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitors (NNRTIs)
Whan VIRACEPT s taken together with:
Viramuna® (neraraping)

The amaunt of VIRACEPT in your binod ks unchangad. A dose adiastmant
ks not needed when VIRACEPT is used with Virsmuna,

Sustive™ (etvirens)

Thee amount of VIRACEPT In your blood may be increased. A dase adjustment
5 not needed when VIRACERT is used with Sustiva.

(iher NNRTEs

VIRACEPT has not been studied with other NNATIs.
Orthver protease inhibitors:

Whan VIRACEPT s faken togathar with:

Crindvart™ (Jndingvir)

The amount of bofh drugs in your biood may be increased. Camently, there
are no safety and efficacy data avallable from the use of this combination

Mervir™ (ritonain

The amount of VIRAGEPT in your biood migy be increased. Comanfly, there
are no satety and efficacy data available from tha use of this combination

Invirase® (saquinavir)

The amount of saqunavir i your bieod may be increased. Currently, tere
are no safely and efficacy data avallabla from the use of this combination

WHAT ARE THE SIDE EFFECTS OF VIRACEPT?

Lika all medicines, VIRACEPT can causa s«ie effects. Most of the side
effects experienced with VIBACEPT have baen mild to moderate, Dianthea
is the most common side eftect in people taking VIRACEPT, and mast
adult patients had at ksast mild disrrhea al some point during trestmant.
In clindcal studies, about 15-20% of patients raceiving VIRACEFT 750 mg
(three tablets) thres times dally or 1250 mg (five tablets) two timas daily
had four or mone loose stools & day, In most cases. diarhes can be contmlled
using antidiartieal medicines, such as modium™ A-D foperamida) and
pthers, which are availabiz without a prescription,

Other sida effects that oceurred in 2% or more of patients recaiving
WIRACEPT include natses gas and rgh

There were other side effects noted i cinical studies et occurred in
lass than 2% of pafients receiving VIRACEPT. However, thess side effects
may have been due o oter drugs that patients were taking or o the
flinags itself. Excapt for diarrhen, thers were nol many differances in sida
effects in patients who tpok VIRAGEFT along with other drugs compared
with those who took only the other drugs. For 8 complate st of side
efects, ask your doctor, nurss, or pharmacist

HOW SHOULD | TAKE VIRACEPT?

VIRACEPT i mvasiabila only with your doctor's prescription, Your doctor ey
prescrite the light blue VIRACEPT Tablets edthar as 1250 my (five tabhits)
takan two tmes a day or as 750 myg (ihree biots) fken thoe times a day.
VIRACEPT should shways be taken with & meal or a hight sneck. VIRACEPT
tablets ars film-coated to help maks the tablets easier to swaliow,

Take VIRACERT exactly as dirscted by your doctar. Do not increase of
decroase any dose o the numbar of doses par day, Also, tnke this medicine
o the exact period of time that your doctor has imnstructed. Do not stop
taking VIRACEPT without first consulting with your doctor, even it
you are fealing better,

iy take medicing thai has been prescribed specifically for you. Do not
five VIRACEFT fo cihers or take medicing prescribad for someone slss
Thv dosing of VIRACEPT may be different for you than for other patients.
Foliow the dirsctions from your doctor, exactly as written on the label.
The amount of VIRACEPT in the bicod shoald remain scmewhal consistant
oves fime. Messing doses will cause the concentration of VRACERT to
necrease; nerelore, you should not miss any doses. However, If you
s 2 dose, you shoukd take fhe dose a6 90 as possible and then take
your next schaduded doss and fulure doses &8 onginally schedulad,
Dosing in adults {including children 14 years of age and older)

The recommended adult dose of VIRACEFT s 1250 myg (five tablets) taken
twio times & day ar 750 my (theee tahlsts) aken theee imes a day. Each
dosa showdd be taken with & meal or light snack.

[Cosing in children 2 to 13 years of age

The VIRACEFT dose m children depends on their weight, The recommended

dose is 20 o 30 ma/kyg (or 8 0 14 mg/pound) per dose, takan fhree fimes
daily with & meal or light snack. This can be stministered sithar in tabiet

form or, in children Unable o ke tablets, as MRACEPT Oral Powder.

(inee Instructions wall be provided by the childs doctor The dase will be
fiven thre times daily using the measuring scoop provided, a maasuring
tesspoon, or one or more tabists depanding on the weight and aga of the
child. The amount of om! powder or tabiats o be given to & chid is
deseribed i the chart below

Padiatric Dose in Be d Threa Thmes Oally
Bady Waight Wiy of Wuimbar of  Nmber of
Ky L Leval Scoops® Leved Teaspoans|  Tablats
TiehS 15510<185 L) 1 —
8510 <105 185%0<23 5 114 —
105 m<ld 230 <265 ] 112 o=
1216 <14 28510 <31 ! 134 =
410 <l J1 1o <35 ] 2
16 1z <18 3510 <395 | 2 —
18«3 39510505 10 212 2
223 =505 15 3 3

In measwring oral powder, the scotp of teaspoon should b levil

* 1 el scoop comtaing 50 mg of VIRACEPT, Use only the scoop provided
with your VIRACEFT boftle

11 level teaspoan contains 200 mg of VVRACEPT. Note: A meastming
tmaspoon used for medication shoukd be usad for
reasuring VIRACEPT Oral Powder. Ask your pharriacist 1o make surs you
have & medication dispansing teaspoon

How should VIRACEPT Oral Powrder be prepared?

Thee o2l powvtier may be midad with 2 small amount of water, milk.
formula, soy formuka, soy milk, dietary sugplements, or dairy foods such
as putkding o ice cream. Once mixed, the antire amount must be tzken 1o
ubéain the tull dose

Dox nod i the pawdar with any ackdc inod of juice, fuch &8 omnge of
grapetruilt jukce, apple juica, or apile ssuce, because this Mey craate 3
Difter faste

Once the powder is mixed, it may be stored at room (emperatune of
refrigeratad for up fo 6 howrs. Do mot heat the mixed dose once it has
bian prepared,

D ot 3 water lo bottkes of orl powder,

VIRACEPT powder is suppiied with a scoop for measuring. For help in
detarmining the exact dose of powdar for your child, please ask your
docii, nurse, or pharmacist.

WIRACEPT Oral Powder containg aspartame, & low-calore swestanor, and
thevefore should not ba taken by children with phanylketonuria (PRLY

HOW SHOULD VIRACEPT BE STORED?

Kesp VIRACERT and all other medicines out of the reach of children, Keep
battle cosad @&nd store af rooim [Emperaius (betwien 59°F and S6°F) away
froum sources of moksture sueh 28 3 sink or other damp place. Heat and
mpisturs may raduce the effectiveness of VIRACEPT.

Do not kesp medicing that ia ool of date of thal you no knger need. Be
i that # you throw any madicing away, It s out of the raach of children

Discuss all questions abiut your lealth with your dottor It yoo hiave
questions about VWRACEPT or any ofher modicabion you e fEking, atk
your dootor, nursa, or pharmacis. You can aleo call 1 BRRVIRACEFT
(1.BBE 847 2237) toll frie.

Call 1.888.VIRAGEPT

WVIRAGEPT and Agouron are registered trademarks of Agouron
Pharmaceuticals. Ine

Copyright ©2007, Agourcn Prarmacesticals, Inc. All ights resarved.
Agouron.

Pharmacedticals, Inc.

A Fllzgmr Company

Agournay Pharmacesticals i

Lt Jolta, Califomia, 82037, LISA L203-0001 PRI
1-W01171-BG Hev. 0725/

GrooveQut
by Chris Sill

QUEER TO THE CORE

Prick up your ears, all the pissed-off punks aren’t straight.
Welcome to the artistic and political battlefield of Queercore

t was 1994, and indie-
rock band Green Day
took a little known all-
gay band Pansy Division
on tour with them. The
raucous indie crowds were used o
to lyrics that were as sexually .=
abrasive as they were politically E:"’ r 4
defiant. But although these =*
punk-inspired bands were on the
edge, it had always been a
straight edge. Now Pansy Division was out
and screaming, “I looked into his eyes, and
let him sodomize me with his dick of death.”

Welcome Queercore.

Once called “homocore,” Queercore is an
outgrowth of punk and such anti-mainstream
bands of the late '70s and early '80s as the
Ramones and the Sex Pistols
with their anarchistic charge
against commercialism. After
Pansy Division’s appearance
on the national scene, the
Queercore movement gained
legions of fans both gay and
straight. For gay listeners, it's
a call to arms against the stereotypical gay
mainstream lifestyle. Not all lesbhians like
folk music and not all gay men like dance
music and show tunes. Younger gays and les-
bians find that Queercore embraces their an-
ger toward adopting the gay culture that sur-
rounds them and against growing up in the
era of AIDS.

As with the punk rock movement,
Queercore is anti anything conventional.
Does the male world predominate in conven-
tional gay culture? In Queercore, the women
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lead the way, with mostly all-girl bands cre-
ating these soundtracks of angst.

United in their goal of sending out bla-
tantly queer messages, the bands differ
when it comes to their style of uproarious
music. For instance, Tribe 8, an all-girl
band from California, plays it fast and an-

.

Not all lesbians like folk music
and not all gay men like
dance music and show tunes.

gry, its songs loud and speedy. From Ger-
many, Low End Models mix metal, techno,
hardcore, and punk. The all-male Pansy
Division is no more, but the men are rep-
resented by such Queercore bands as the
tragically hip Limpwrist and the Nebraska-
raised duo of Fagatron.

As for the capital of Queercore, one
would think of the obvious, San Francisco
or New York. Wrong, too conventional. Try
the Pacific Northwest area of Portland and
Seattle. Even more surprising is the fact

that Durham, North Carolina,
15 home to Queercore’s stron-
gest record label, Mr. Lady
Records and Video. Headed by
Kaia Wilson and Tammy Rae
Carland, Mr. Lady represents
. two of the biggest bands in
I_L Queercore today, the Butchies
TIGRE and LeTigre. With big, thick

guitars and pounding drums,

the Butchies capture the cur-
rent sound of punk rock, while LeTigre cre-
ates a sonic dance soundscape with
modern-day electronics.

Queercore’s strength lies in its bands’ un-
wavering willingness to put their sexuality
first in their music. Instead of not making
an issue out of their sexual preference,

it becomes the issue. If
straight-edge punk bands
can sing explicitly about sex
and their angst at being
spoonfed a commercial
lifestyle, then so can gueer-
punk bands . . . they just
have to sing a little louder.
So prick up your ears, Queercore is the
sound of the new gay subculture,

Special note: Le Tigre will be in Houston
on March 1 at Rice University’s Grand Hall.
Tickets ($10) can be purchased at the door.
For more information, visit
www.handsuphouston.com.

By day, Chris Sill works as a
buyer at Soundwaves; by night,
he spins tunes at Rich’s. He can
be reached at csill@ infohwy.com
or www.djchrissill.com.
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Accelerated Language courses from University of
Houston Continuing Education offer an enjoyable
and effective approach to building practical language
skills quickly with state-of-the-art teaching methods.

Over the past 20 years, the University of Houston has
trained thousands of people to confidently speak a
foreign language. Experience the power of successful
language learning in a free demonstration

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

Learning. Leading

How te Find Us

The Continuing Education
Center is located in the Hilton
Hotel and Conference Center
on the UH main campus,
Entrance *1 of f Calhoun
Parking in the Hilton garage is
complimentary for this event.

Courses are also available in French, ltalian,
Russian, German, Japanese and Chinese.

For more information, call
713-743-1060, or visit our web site:
www.uh.edu/continuingeducation

UH main compus UH System at Cinco Ranch
Continuing Eﬂurbn 4242 5. Mason Rd., Katy
Center, &9 p.m, 6:30-9:30 p.m. The University of Houston is an
offirmative oction/ equal opportunity
inatittion. Persons with disobilities
requiring special accommodations

may call 713-743-1060.

January 9, 23 January 22
February 6 February 5
March 6 March 5
April 10 April 2

2 2001 University of Houston
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Ob OF AMERICAN MOVIE CL

PHOTRS USED WiTH FERMIES:

BOTH HANES

Hollywood’s first
openly gay star

ith Joan

Crawford
illiom Haines was America’s number-one male
box-office draw in 1930. And he was openly gayl
In this superb American Movie Classics [AMC) documen-
tary, Qut of the Closet, Off the Screen: The William Haines
Story, we find out that only a few years later, MGM head
Louis B. Mayer forced Haines to choose between Holly-
wood and his boyfriend Jimmie Shields. Thot Haines chose
his lover tells you where his priorities lay. After all, Haines
eventually stayed with Shields for 47 years. = Aher
Mayer's nasty ultimatum, Haines turned to his hobby, inte-
rior design. His career change was a success . . . with the
help of Joan Crawford. In his early years, Haines had
helped Crawford, and they became [and stayed) very
close friends. It seems that although Crawford wasn’t much
of a mother, she was a very supportive friend. * The Wil
liam Haines Story, narrated by the gay-friendly Stockard
Channing, premieres Tuesday, Feb. 5, at  p.m. (and
11 p.m.) on AMC, with repeat airings during the month.

For a schedule, visit www.amctv.com. —Blase DiStefano

OUR ERNFERESCONELECTION

SALE ENDS MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH

Dur showroom is bursling lo the seams with wall-to
wall savings on every ilem in stock! You can’l beal
the prices or the selection during Cantoni’'s Winter
Storewide Sale. *Special value items exciuded

DESIGNING INTERIORS FOR MODERN LIFESTYLES
HOUSTON = 2889 WESTHEIMER » 1 BLOCK WEST OF GESSNER » 713,787 9494
DALLAS = 4800 ALFHA ROAD = 2 BLOCKS WEST OF THE GALLERIA » §72.934.9191

Movies

BERGMAN'S BEST

Rice Cinema brings in newly struck prints

n 1966, Ingmar Bergman created

what would soon be considered one

of the most important films in cin-
ema history. Persona would go on to in-
spire generations of filmmakers with its
stark yet dreamlike tale of two women
who violently exchange personalities.
After Persona (Liv Ullman & Bibi i
Andersson), Bergman would go on to di-
rect three more films of equal ambition, \
all starring Liv Ullman and Max Von
Sydow: Hour of the Wolf, Shame, and The i
Passion of Anna. Rice Cinema brings to Houston
these [our titles in sparkling prints newly struck by
MGM Studios. Additionally, Bergman's seminal mas-
terpiece, Persona, will be featured in a newly trans-
lated uncut director’s version never before released
in the U.5. Also showing is Light Keeps Me Com-
pany, Carl-Gustaf Nykvist's moving portrait of his
father, the late Sven Nykvist, cinematographer to
many of Bergman’s films. * Tickets are $5 ($4 stu-
dents/seniors). For more information, call the film

s

information line at 713/348-4853 or visit |

www.ruf.rice.eduw/~cinema. —Kristian Salinas

VERADD SOFA

QutSmart

Bibi Anderssen (l) and Liv Ullman in Persona

| Fri., Feb. 15: Shame at 7 p.m.;
Light Keeps Me Company at 9.
Sat,, Feb. 16: Passion of Anna
at 7; Light Keeps Me at 9
Sun., Feb. 17: Light Keeps Me
at 5; Hour of the Wolf at 7.
Wed., Feb. 20: Shame at 7;
Light Keeps Me at 9.

Thu., Feb. 21: Passion of Anna
at 7; Hour of the Wolf at 9.

Fri. & Sat., Feb. 22 & 23:
Persona at 7 & 9

Sun., Feb. 24: Persona at 5 & 7
Wed. & Thu., Feb. 27 & 28:

| Persona at T &9

| § 0 N8Rl kY

cantoni

STORE HOURS » MON-FRi: 10AM-TPM, SAT: 10AM-6PM. SUN: 1PM-5PM ‘ FURNITURE « ACCESSORIES ~ DESIGN STUDID
WWW.CANTONI.COM
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OReA Yoo
¥
OREA iMo7PHERE

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
FOR LUNCH AND DINNER

SUNDAY BRUNCH $12.95

WITH BOTTOMLESS MIMC

2409 MONTROSE
AT HYDE PARK

T13-529-8739
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Humor
by Sally Sheklow

SPUD LOVE

Sometimes “forever” starts with a baked potato
and a pair of huge blue eyes

wasn't looking for love, Having a fling

was fine, but nothing long-term for me,

thanks. My “Love Forever” relationships
had always ended in ugly scenes and late-
night door slamming. Who would want that
to last forever?

On our first-six-month-a-versary, my
sweetie gave me a card asking “Wanna try
for another six months?” [ hit the roof. “Quit
future tripping. Don't lay any expectations on
me!” | was hopelessly attracted to trouble—a
shoo-in for Miss Codependency. I couldn't
trust that I had recovered enough to make
good choices, so my sweetie and I shared a
whole year of sleepovers before I started using
the word “Love.” Even longer before “forever”
passed my lips.

Fourteen years later, I'm easy with *love
forever.” The moment I changed is hard to
pinpoint, Maybe it was when my old dog died

Investment

Bill Green Sandy White [y

oFP CFP.CFs
CFP s o ruggstoryd trademark of te
Pored of Coomiied Finuncul Mansers.

281.491.5566

Retirement  Education LEElalaliale]

4645 Sweetwater Blvd, Suite 500

and my sweetie stepped up to the number-
one loyal companion spot. Maybe it was
weathering tough times without turning on
each other that let me relax into love. Or
maybe it just kept being good, so I stayed.

My “love forever” came disguised as your
run-of-the-mll, crotch-throbbing attraction.
About a month before our first night
together, the future love of my life wanted
to interview me on the radio show she
hosted, to talk about the Gay Lobby Day I'd
just attended in Washington, D.C. I was
nervous, but she was cool and competent, a
woman in charge. I eouldn’t take my eyes
off those chubby little fingers diddling the
console knobs. During a break she slipped
her headphones off and commented, “You're
ghy, aren't you?” Wanga wonga!

Something got me about her seeing my
vulnerability—the tender inner me behind

HOUSTON
1225 N Loop W, Suite 1030
713.869.1144

Securties offered throosh Commonwealth Financial Network, Member NASTVSTN

~ Need A Vehicle? | can help.

DEbbie JOhnS, Sales Consultant

St
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my out-"n’-proud persona. I drove away from
the radio station vowing she'd be my next
fling . . . only for the sex, of course.

I invited her to stuff envelopes at the
nonprofit where I volunteered. She had a
meeting. | asked her if she wanted to go to
the Pride rally. She was fixing her sink. A
movie? She had a dentist appointment. At
a potluck she announced, “I've got a free
pair of tickets to a concert, anybody want
to go?”

“I will!” If I hadn't been so gaga, I might
have noticed her trepidation. But I was full
speed ahead. I tried to make a good
impression in my vintage Hawaiian shirt, a
poor choice for the chilly auditorium with its
cold metal seats. I scooted my chair toward
her, hoping to share some body heat. Was it
my imagination, or did she scoot away? 1
seooted again. She did, too. When we gave a
standing ovation, I sidled closer. She stepped
into the aisle.

It was pouring rain when the concert let
out, and we had to run across the parking lot
to her truck. I hoped she’d put her warm arm
around me or at least lay one of those plump
little paws on my thigh. I wanted to connect,
win her over, get in her pants. When a huge
RV passed us, I said, “Ah, that's my fantasy,
to have a big camper, drive cut into the
boonies, and have loud sex.”

Silence. She didn't say another word for
the whole 45-minute drive home.

I made myself wait a week to call her up.
“Hi, I just harvested my potatoes. Want to
come over for dinner?”

“Sure, that sounds exciting.”

Potatoes? Exciting? This from the chair
scooter? Maybe she finally ran out of excuses.
Maybe she had a thing for spuds.

We ate our baked potatoes. She was
relaxed, warm, funny. Why hadn’t I ever
noticed those huge blue eyes? I served her
another potato.

After dinner, we took a walk, held hands,
talked, and laughed. We hugged goodnight at
my gate. Full body press. Progress! The next
night we went to the Gay and Leshian Center
benefit dance. We made out in the car and
went home to my place. We have been
together pretty much every night since.

After 14 years, even I will admit this isn't
a fling. The love keeps unfolding—like one of
those party-favor balls you unravel slowly so
you don't miss any of the little prizes tucked
between the layers. Who wouldn't want it to
last forever? ll
Sally Sheklow lives and
writes in the Pacific North-
west. She is one of the four
funny lesbians who founded
and perform in WYMPROV!,
Oregon’s award-winning
improuv troupe. Contact her at
sally@uwymprov.com.

FOR OVER 30 YEARS.

2017 N 1/2 S1.—4/2, beoufiful Greek Revival
and Halionate home circo 1870, Hordwood
floors, ‘ceniral air and heatf, balcony and 1/
garage opartment |n rear. Lighting fixture
ollowance, new roof in 1999....5249,500

11130 San Luis Pass Rd—4/2.5, foo beautitul
to describe! Definitaly not a beach house
Mexjcan marble in first floor, sits on almost an
acre. Formal living and dining, luscious
o . Can see Gull view from 30x30

JOE TRAMONTE
REALTY, INC.

SERVING GALVESTON COUNTY

Residential * Commercial * Property Management

127 Strand—3/2/2 within walking distance
to UTMB! One story, brick all the way
around, and on o corner lof. Central air and
heat, 2-car defached garage with alley
access. Roof approximately 3 years old.
Ready to mova inl.,.597,500

1217 Sealy—3/2 plus 2 hall baths. Great
home in Historic Disirict, close fo UTMB. Two
fire ploces, newly landscaped. Ready for move
int...5115,000.

The National Hotel Artist Lofis—Live in
downtown Galveston. The National Hotel Arfist
Lofts af 2221 Market St. Some Income
restricted, all fofally renovated with C/AH and
kitchan appliances. From 600 fo 1500 sq. ft.
Rents from $500 to $1350.

www.tramonterealty.com
email@tramonterealty.com

214, 218, 222 Ferry Rd.—3 houses for the
price of onell #214 |s o 2/2, #218is0 2/],
and #222 is a 4/5. Central air and heat, tiled
bathroom, kifchen appliancas, closa fo the
beach ond UTMB....5249,500

Joe Tramonte Realty is a
leader in historic long-term
leasing on Galveston Island.

(B00) 765-4030 = 1802 BROADWAY, SUITE 122 » GALVESTON
ContactV.).Tramonte, David Wallace of Shari Westrup
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Pride Marches On ‘

fter almost 20 years of being at the
center of Houston's Pride cele- |
rations and 10 years as head of

the Pride Committee, Jack Valinski
resigned his position as executive director
of the Pride Committee of Houston, The
Pride Committee has elected Kenneth
Donnelly to fill the position.

After moving to Houston in 1981 I"tho
day Kathy Whitmire was elected,” Valinski |
says), Valinski quickly became invelved in
both KPFT and the Gay and Leshian Po-
litical Caucus. “Those were the days when
five people did everything,” Valinski re-
members, so it was a natural step to get
invalved with the parade; which had only
just started in 1979, after a Pride celebra-
tion in 1978. For years Valinski's role was

| to produce the Pride Guide, Butin the early
| "90s, when the chair Felix Garcia had to

TRICIA MOREAU SWEENEY

Blwa_ss be in his debt.

step down, Valinski and Carol Clark said
they'd fill the void.

- Jack Valinski appeared on

OutSmart's Pride 2000 cover with
members of the Pride Committee. Peaking
out from behind Valinski is Ken Donnelly,
the new executive director.

Under Valinski's leadership, the Pride
Committee became an official nonprofit,
and, most significantly, the dramatic deci-
sion was made to move the parade to the
night, making it the country’s first night-
time Pride parade

“It grew by three times after that,”
Valinski said. “But more than just the num-
bers, it was the excitement. Stonewall hap-
pened at night, the community originally
came together
really exciting and different.”

Valinski cited burnout as the biggest fac-
tor in making the difficult decision to step
down. He continues to be involved with
Queer Voices every Monday evening on
KPFT 90.1, where he is executive producer.

“Although 1 had heard of this decision
some time back, seeing it in print some-
times is like getting the pie in the face,”

at night. It just sounded

said longltime community politico Carl
Whitmarsh. “Jack is and has been the real
‘PRIDE’ in the Houston celebrations, and
few, if any, of us would have given to the
community or the organization as he has.
For that effort alone, 1his community will

News 2. (OMMENT

Hardy-Garcia Resigns

fter eight years al the helm of the Les-
bian/Gay Rights Lobby (LGRL) of
executive director Dianne
Hardy-Gareia has announced her resignation.
After incredibly long hours and hard work—
which pressure led to the breakup last year
with her longtime partner.

PXas8;

-she said she's just
ready to take a break from the organization.

Hardy-Garcia is best known [
for her work against hate
crimes, “Nicholas West was
killed the first month I got my
job,” Hardy-Garcia told the Dal-
las Voice, referring to the bru- 2
tal murder of &8 man in Tyler, 2
Rather than accept the status 2
quo and let the murder get bur- #
ied on the back pages of the lo -
cal newspaper, Hardy-Garcia or: T
ganized a rally that drew na- 3
tional TV coverage and politi-
cians and activists from around

Hatr Crrnr] i Fewas
Ty r————
Dianne Hardy-Garcia
appeared on OulSmart's

Just remarkable the kind of things she has
done, again and again, in that context. Mak-
ing it very vigible, making people understand,
bringing varied people to the table.”

After tireless lobbying—including a sig-
nificant trip to visit the family of James Byrd
Jr. after he had been so horrifically killed—
Hardy-Garcia saw the passage of the James

. 8 Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Act last
vear, thanks largely to her re-
lentless efforts.

Under Hardy-Garcia’s lead-
ership, LGRL stopped the Texas
version of the Defense of Mar-
riage Act three times. Her vision
and organizing skills prevented
the passage of legislation that
would have barred gays and les-
bians from adopting or provid-
ing foster care. She organized
the first passage of the Non-Dis-
crimination in Education bill

cover in 1995,

the state. (When Hardy-Garcia
went to fill out the forms to get a permit for the
rally, the clerk seemed confused by the ward
“lesbian.” “They were, like, ‘Lesbene? Ma'am,
how do y'all spell that?” Hardy-Garcia reported
in David Mixner’s book Brave Journeys. “That’s
when I really knew where I was.”) From there
she began researching the many gay-bashing
murders that had already happened, but which
had gone relatively unnoticed.

Speaking about another gay murder, this
one in Midland, Mixner quotes State Rep. Glen
Maxey: “Dianne took this obscure crime that
was pretty much thrown away in the general
public’s mind—nobedy paid attention to it—
and developed it into a major news story. It's

On January 2,
community
brunch
phenomenon
La Strada
burned.

Photographs by Debbie Maurelli

nation in Education Bill. Currently, neither Texas nor
any school districts have discrimination policies in-
clusive of sexual orientafion or gender identity.

that included sexual orientation
and gender identity in the Texas House of
Representatives.

Hardy-Garcia is the former co-chair of the
Federation of LGBT State Organizations and
was the executive director of the Millennium
March on Washington. She served as co-chair
of the Austin Leshian/Gay Political Caucus, and
spearheaded the effort that gained domestic
partnership benefits for City of Austin employ-
ees and established a statewide domestic part-
nership registry in the state of Texas.

During Hardy-Garcia’s tenure, LGRL
tripled its membership, greatly increased its
major donor contributions, and quadrupled
the organization's budget.

STAMP for Your Rights

Quecr students and allies interested in working

on GLET rights in Texas's schools are invited

| ta the next Students, Teachers, and Allies Making
Progress [STAMP) Conference in Austin, Fri.-Sat,,
Feb. 22-23.

STAMP’s workshops and programs are designed |

to give students the tools they need to combat ho-
mophobia and discrimination within their commu-
nity. Speakers include State Rep. Glen Maxey and
Dianne Hardy-Garcia.

The conference will focus on the Non-Discrimi-

Registration is free, and all are invited. To regis-

ter, contact the Lesbian Gay/Rights Lobby of Texas |
at 512/474-5475 or info@Igrl.arg.
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Olympic Budy Work

A Houston massage
therapist will be in
the middle of the Winter
Olympics in Utah getting
a hands-on experience of
the athletic event.

When Jeffrey Salazar
read that a volunteer team
of massage therapists was
being recruited for the
Winter Olympics, he knew
this was one service project he could give
himself to hearl, soul . . . and hands.

Salazar had to apply for the privilege of
serving on the 2002 Winter Sports Massage
Team, plus pay his own way in order te work
six-to-eight-hour shifts as part of the 259
massage therapists flying in from around the
world to give massages to the Olympic
athletes, their families, and even the attending
journalists—an estimated 25,000 people total.

“To be a member of this historic team
would be a dream fulfilled,” Salazar wrote in
his application.

Actually, Scolazar is no stranger to
donaling his services, giving massages on a
regular basis af the Body Pesitive dlinic and
the Bering Health Fair.

leffrey Salazar

BLASE DISTEFAND

Gay & Leshian Political [:aucus,
“And the Winner is . . .

he Houston Gay and Lesbian Political The John Paul Barnich Humanitarian

Caucus decided to do something a little  Award was given to the ministers of the greater

different with their annual awards this  Houston area for collectively opposing the pas-
year. Although normally they choose a whole  sage of Propesition 2 on the November city bal-
slate of honorees, this year they chose only  lot. “The selfless action of these individuals who
three. “We found the winners of these three  went on the line to publicly stand by and live
awards to be exemplary and honorable ex- thesubstance of their convictions is something
amples of action and benefit to our collective  that we should all carry forward into the new
GLTB community and those who support us, year and draw on for ourselves as an example
love us, work with us, and support our 1ssues,”  of conviction, humility, and taking action on

said caucus president Deborah Rogers. our stand,” proclaimed the caucus, —+
Vote for Your Pride Marshals!
he time has come to vote for your choice You can find ballots at stores and bars in

of grand marshals to preside over the Montrose, or you can download a ballot at
GLBT Pride Parade, which will be Saturday, www.pridehouston.org. Send the ballot to the
June 29, this year. Pride Committee of Houston by Thursday,

Nominees for the position of female grand  Feb. 14, to PCOH, PO. Box 66071, Houston,
marshal are Janine Brunjes, Herlinda (Mela) TX 77266-6071. Include proof of residency
Contreras, and Barbara Walker. Rusty Mueller,  in Harris County or its surrounding coun-
aka Crystal Rae Lee Love, was nominated as  ties, such as a copy of your driver’s license
male grand marshal; Jane and Irv Smith for  ora utility bill. Or vote on Saturday, Feb.
honorary grand marshals. Groups nominated 16, at the Leshian and Gay Community
for honorary grand marshal organization are  Center, 803 Hawthorne, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
the Gay & Lesbian Switchboard of Houston The 2002 Pride Parade grand marshals
and Gulf Coast Archives & Museum. will be announced March 14.

Your Insurance Specialist!

For Auto,
Home &
Health

7181661.7700

SHANNON R. SCHRADER, M.D.

!'-L'l']llffl}' P?'.‘TL'[R'L"

Dr. Schrader is on the clinical faculty at Baylor College of
Medicine and the University of Texas School of Medicine where
he serves as a preceptor for medical students during their training.
HIV disease is of .\pmil.d interest to [x Schrader and he conducts
clinical trials on an ongoing basis. Dr. Schrader’s commitment to
HIV education and treatment is evidenced through his involve-

ment in community outreach programs. Both

D Schrader and Pennye believe the focus of
medicine should be on pe hl'lL‘. and they treat
cach patient with special care.

SOUTHAMPTON

MEDICAL ¥ GROUP

Family Practice » HIV Care

4101 Gevenhriar, Suite 200
Huniston, Texis 77098

Mot prsgrance plars accepred
Seaat feeling better today

PENNYE M.
ROHDE, PAC
(713) 520-5537

Visdi our website ats

Y

Schmerler Insurance Agency B <o

6575 W. Loop South Ste. 185 Bellaire, TX 77401
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BREAK AWAY

Vs FROM ALCOHOL, DRUGS,

e

- DEPRESSION & ANXIETY

ALTERNATIVES is
the nation’s only GAY
OWNED AND OPER-
ATED alcohal, drug
and mental health pro-
gram whose leader-
ship has provided over
25 years of pride and
service to the Gay,
Lesbian, Bi-Sexual and
Transgender
Community.

ALTERNATIVES
specializes in treating
HIV/AIDS-related

grief and loss. Our HIV
specialists are avail-
able to address all
medical concerns.
Medicare & most
insurance accepted.
JCAHO Accredited

Call 'I'oday

Tips on Choosing
Gay Treatment

Ask;
w Are you in a safe &

secure Gay Owned and
Operated facility?

w Will you be treated in a
Dedicated Gay Unit?

w Will you be cared for
by experienced Gay
Professionals and Gay
Support Staff?

v Is your Treatment
Center dedicated to the
Gay Community and
supportive of our caus-
es?

e %""ﬁqﬂ!’e of :

centers and
programs that exploit
the gay community.

1-800-DIAL-GAY (1- 300-342-5429)

www.alternatnvesunc.com

—_——




News 2.CoMMENT
And the Winner Is

continued from foge 24

The Harvey Milk

Politician of the Year |

Award went to former
city councilman Chris
Bell “for his consistent,
fair-minded support of
GLTB-friendly legislation
and eagerness to be edu-
cated to GLTB issues, as

a city councilman, as a |

candidate for mayor, and
as a candidate for Con-
gress in the future; and
for not giving up on or
abandoning the GLTB
community and continu-
ing to support our causes
after a heated race for
mayor.”

Finally, the Barbara
Ciganeiro Volunteer of the
Year Award went to
HGLPC officers vice
president Ken Jones, trea-
surer Mark Wood, and
secretary Karma Hinson

Pro-Life Movement Spurns Gay Pro-Lifers,
Plus Prayer of Jabez Author Sues Gay Follower

eaders of the Pro-Life Alliance of Gays and Les-

bians (PLAGAL) were arrested at the 29th

Annual March for Life in Washington, D.C.
The arrests were conducted by the United States Park
Police by direct orders of March for Life organizer
Nellie Gray.

PLAGAL president Cecilia Brown and vice-presi-
dent Eric Jurek were at the Mareh for Life for the
“sole purpose of protesting the 1973 Supreme Court
decision which legalized abortion-on-demand.” The
PLAGAL delegation was approached by officers and
ordered to remove their banner, which had the group’s
name and the slogan “Human Rights Start When
Human Life Begins.” When they refused, more police
were called, and Brown and Jurek were arrested.

And when Dotti Berry tried to start a gay-affirm-
ing website as part of the popular Prayer of Jabez
movement, ehe was sued by the book’s author Bruce
Wilkinson. Although she had been authorized to set
up a website to distribute the book, she was contacted
by an attorney from the book's publisher saying they
were distressed that she chose to include “gays, les-
bians, bisexuals, transgender and allied persons in
the category of God’s children,” aceording to a press
release from Berry’s foundation.

The central prayer of Wilkinson's bestseller The
Prayer of Jabez: Breaking Through to the Blessed Life
is: “O that you would bless me indeed, and enlarge my
territory, that your hand would be with me, and that
vou would keep me from evil, that I may not eause pain!”

II’ you're interested in alternative queer
cinema, here is a sampling of some
upcoming standouis. The Horizons/
Frameline Completion Fund was estab-
lished 10 years ago to assist lesbian and
gay media artists with the final stages
of production, and strives to promote

GLBT wisgibility through the media arts,

Cutting-Edge Queer Cinema

especially for filmmakers exploring under-
served audiences.

“Although queer-themed films occa-
sionally enjoy crossover success, most do
not get distribution or even screenings
at mainstream film festivals,” explains

Jennifer Morris, Frameline's festival
Go Fish director Rose Troche ST Sl ota) =R X
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dental procedures.

He wouldn't touch it, either. He'd recommend a specialist. Or two.
Then you'd do some serious interviewing.

Shouldn’t you think of major dental work like—crowns, bridges and
implants - the same way? Because there's more to a great smile than
meets the eye. That's why so many successful people who take their
looks and healthcare seriously call on Dr. Jonathan Penchas. A highly
respected and experienced specialist, Dr. Penchas is an internationally
recognized Prosthodontist who specializes in cosmetic and restorative

Now is the time for you to invest in more perfect teeth and a terrific
smile. Because a great smile is serious business.

For your complimentary consultation, call Dr. Penchas’s office.
You'll like his manner, his approach and exquisite results.

Jonathan Penchas, D.M.D., M.Ed.

315 Westheimer (next to Michaelangela's)

Tel: 713.807.9877
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. Marion E. Coleman

Your Community Image Inker!

Thank You OutSmart readers for voting
me, Marion Coleman,
"Hnghu’.\[ gay business E!L'l'\[:]l"

House of Coleman
Fine Printing & Graphics

201 WEST ALABAMA
HOUSTORN, TX 77006-4693
713.583.2521

FAX 713.524.2643

LOLO Leelieliepr end Cefdl

LOBO

Booksbiop & Cafe

¥ Valentine's Day cards
¥ Valentine's Day gift items
¥YEveryday gift items

713.522.5156
3939 Montrose B’.vd . ~i-::u~;m.1 TX. 7 JOD{: * 9 a.m.-Midnight

'M[I"NTHI]'SE

anl(Wllltams
REALTOR®

coLblueLy

1505 Heights Blvd.
Houstan, TX 77008

CAMP LOGAN WEST UNIVERSITY

Bryan K.Williams reaLTOR®

713.869.0456 281.236.5475 CELL
Go2BARBARY@aol.com

Duthmart
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morgan rockwell properties

MONTROSE MONTROSE

BEAUTIFUL 3 STORY
TOWNHOME WITH 3/3-1/2.
RARE HOME FOR MONTROSE.
CALL TODAY! $389,000

EXTREME METAL LOFT-STYLE
3/2/2. INCREDIBLE HOME.
INCREDIBLE VIEWS. $289,000

FEATURED HOME %
MIDTOWN

UNBELIEVABLE LOFT-STYLE TOWNHOME
2/2-1/2 - LOTS OF AMENITIES
AND UPGRADES. $274,900

RICE MILITARY UPPER KIRBY

LUXURIOUS 4 BEDROOMS
3 BATHS/ 2 CAR GARAGE.
NEWLY REMODELED. $549,000

GREAT FOR ENTERTAINING
3/2-1/2/2 $289,900

morgan
rockwell

PROPERTIES

ERIKA MARCHIONE

713.526.5777 www.morganrockwell.com
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Don't Get
Sold Out!

Friday-Saturday

February 15-16, 2002
Fri. 8 pm/Sat. 3 pm & 8 pm

Mimi wants Roger... Benny wants
Mimi... Mark wants Maureen..
Maureen wants Joanne...
Buckle up for this scorchingly hot
tale of love in the 90s. From the
Pulitzer Prize to its Tony Award
winning sweep, Jonathan
Larson's musical re-invention roars

across the stage like a brush fire.
Content for mature audiences

Clie Grand

1894 OPERA HOUSE
Galveston Island, Texas
409-765-1894 800-821-1894

www.thegrand.com
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News S.(oMMENT

ONE MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT FIT(NESS) ALL

Which local gyms give gay couples
the same membership preferences

local leshian couple got more than a

workout when they recently at-

tempted to get a family membership
at Bally Total Fitness on North Shepherd. In
fact, they were given the runaround because
they were not legally married.

Christine Burchette and Sherrie Davis,
partners for the past four years, went to Bally
on North Shepherd and asked for a8 member-
ship at the couple rate. They both felt it would
be no problem because they had had a family
membership at the YWCA on Waugh for sev-
eral vears.

“We aonly wanted to switch because Bally
has more equipment,” said Burchette. “We
joined the YWCA as a family and they had
no problem with it.®

At Bally, the couple met with a sales rep-
resentative who first asked if they were sis-
ters, “We said no, we are married,” said
Burchette. The rep said that was no prob-
lem, but that he'd need to see some proof of
their union

“Sherrie stayed at Bally’s and I went
home to fax a copy of our MCCR union cer-
tificate,” said Burchette. It seemed to
Burchette that v\'ﬁr_ﬂ.hing was okay once the
gales rep saw the certificate.

In fact, it was so okay that they signed a
three-year contract and paid the $100 deposit
for a family membership.

However, when they returned the next

as straight couples?

by Kay Dayus

less Burchette changed her
last name on the contract to
match Sherrie’s last name.
“Then we could join as sis-
ters,” said Burchette.

According to the couple,
the manager also said, “You
don't have to worry, people
like vou come in here all the
time. We help people in vour
situation all of the time.”

“Our contract was not
valid when we told the truth,
but it would be if we lied and

Christine Burchette (left)
and Sherrie Davis

should have given them the
membership.”

But then Hinds said he
would do some checking on
official policy and call back.
When he returned the call,
he said he had spoken with
national Bally headquar-

_ ters in Chicago to check on

¢ their “official” policy. He

{ then reversed what he had
said earlier.

He said they would ac-
cept a state or govern-

said we were sisters,” said Davis with an
amazed tone.

The manager then asked the couple for
another $100, saying their first $100 would
be refunded in a week or so. They refused to
give more money and refused to sign another
contract as “sisters,”

Davis said they were then offered a 14-
day trial n'|r\'-n1hcr:g1h|]| to think about the situ-
ation and that “it’s been well over a week now
and we still haven't got the $100 back.”

OutSmart calls to Bally on North Shep-
herd were referred to Bally local headquar-
ters where questions were answered by
George Hinds, operations manager for
Bally Houston

Hinds said it was their policy to give fam-
ily memberships if the last names were the
same. If not, he continued, they

day for their [.D. cards and to
work out, they were told the
manager needed to see them.
“The manager said, ‘Well, this
isn't going to work; we'll have
to redo the contract,”
Burchette said.

He said the union certifi-
cate was not recognized as le-
gal in Texas and therefore they
could not join as a family un-

and YMCA

Gyms offering domaestic
partner memberships:
Filness Exchange,

YWCA, Houston Gym,

and 24-Hour Fitness

Gyms not offering domes-
tic partner memberships:
Bally Total Fitness

required a marriage certificate
or a union certificate as proof
of the union. When informed of
the incident with the leshian
couple, Hinds said, “We as a
company accept a union certi-
fication. It doesn't matter what
[.he state I‘I‘l!UHI'IiZi—.'S: we do.
Maybe the manager at that lo-
cation was new. Sounds like we

ment-issued union certificate for family
membership. However, they would not ac-
cept a church certificate that was not
deemed legal in Texas.

Based on these criteria, he said, they
“wouldn’t qualify” for a family member-
ship. He added that he was sorry he
couldn’t help the couple. He did say that
the manager at the North Shepherd loca-
tion was wrong to treat them the way he
did, that he needed some counseling on
how to deal with such situations.

Fortunately, not all local fitness centers
follow Bally's criteria for family member-
ships. “We more than welcome same-sex
couples,” said Mary Ann McBee of Fitness
Exchange, "and of course offer a reduced rate
for partners.”

Tim Fletcher, manager of Houston Gym,
said that of course they offered family mem-
berships to same-sex couples. “We don't dif-
ferentiate—man, woman, beast, or child—it
doesn’'t matter. We have a universal nondis-
crimination policy.”

At 24-Hour Fitness (formerly the Q), fam-
ily memberships are given if the couple
shares the same address.

Muscle Mechanics does not offer member-
ships as such. Instead they work ane-on-one !
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713-869-1493
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Home is the place to be!

with clients. “Gay or straight, it doesn't mat-
ter to us,” said John Villarreal.

The Downtown YMCA does not recognize
either same-sex couples or heterosexual
couples if not legally married, said Mandy
Bogatin, vice-president for members and
marketing. “The YMCA recognizes families
as those legally married or having a depen-
dent who ig claimed on their income tax.”
Bogatin added that the Downtown Y's policy
is mandated from the national YMCA.

Even though the YMCA does not recog-
nize same-sex couples, the YWCA on Waugh
does recognize same-sex or heterosexual un-
married couples, said Valeria Spell, assis-

tant to the executive director.

“We don't have anything in our policy against
it and we don't require proof of marriage. We
make no differentiation at all,” she said.

So, will Burchette and Davis join Bally
as single members? No, they respond in uni-
son. If they can't join as a family, they will
go elsewhere. Davis said that when she left
after talking to the manager at Bally, he
asked her why she was so angry.

She took a deep breath and said, “I am
angry that in the year 2002, I am being asked
to call my wife my sister in order to work out
in this gym.” Burchette added, “What a
wakeup call. I couldn’t believe it.”

Charles Junkin, MA, LPC-S
H. Leigh McRae, MA, LPC, RPT-S
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Jenllife[' Lawson, renowned author and
intuitive reader from Australia, will be in Houston during
February and available for intuitive psychic readings.
Jennifer’s unique combination of tarot and astrological
readings are both insightful and inspiring. Lawson is the
author of Violent Weather Predictions 2000-2001 and

former hurricane weather forecaster for Uptown Express.

For appointments, call Ruth at 713/526-7108,
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LeftOut

by Daryl Mocre

THE ENRON DEBACLE

A case study in the need for campaign finance reform

ince the collapse of Enron, the White
House has been circling the wagons.
Vice President Dick Cheney remains
in a secure, undisclosed loeation, refusing to
surface and answer guestions about the six
meetings he held with Enron executives
while drafting Bush’s energy policy.
President George Bush has invoked
Clintonian comparisons by conservatives like
George Will for parsing the truth and lamely
offering that he “inherited” his buddy Ken
Lay from former Texas Governor Ann
Richards. Bush cabinet members appear
regularly on Sunday talk shows to explain
that their refusal to act on Enron’s behalf
proves that Enron’s money did not buy influ-
ence with the Bush White House.
Congress, the Justice Department, the
Securities and Exchange Commission, and
three other governmental entities have be-
gun investigations, promising to get to the
bottom of the corporate scandal that led to

‘mlindaEdens

Experience the mcredibie Lmda Eder,
made famaous by hits including
Vienna and Someone Like You

from Jekyll and Hyde, live with the
Houston Symphony and Principal
Pops Conductor Michael Krajewski.

Friday, February 15, 2002 8:00 pm

Saturday, February 16, 2002 8:00 pm

Mighishl Krajewski,
Prin'u}p:ll Pops conductor
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the loss of thousands of jobs and billions of
dollars in retirement funds.

In the meantime, Democrats are busily
trying to figure out how to turn the Enron
debacle into a political issue without looking
like they're turning it into a political issue.

The problem is that nearly everyone who
promises to get to the bottom of the Enron
scandal has taken money from Enron. More
than half of the current members of Congress
have received contributions. Attorney Gen-
eral John Asheroft had to recuse himself be-
cause he received $50,000 in his election bid
for the U.S. Senate (which he lost to a dead
man). Indeed, during the past 10 years,
Enron—who managed not to pay taxes in
four of the last five vears—contributed al-
most $6 million to politicians of both parties.

Whether Bush or anyone in the White
House acted improperly with regard to Enron
18 irrelevant when it comes to campaign-fi-
nance reform. What is relevant is that Enron
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Kids under 14: FREE

< Art, Antique & Accessories

§1-0Mf coupons and more info. onlime,

exeeutives eould pick up the phone on any
given day and speak with the secretary of
commerce or the secretary of the treasury.
They could command an audience with the
vice president—six times—while he was
drafting a national energy policy designed to
benefit Enron.

Because of this type of political access,
Senator John McCain has been fighting his
own party—and many Democrats—for years
to get meaningful campaign-finance reform
passed. After finally prevailing in the Sen-
ate, his Republican counterparts in the

continued on page 34
Writing from the liberal
end of the speetrum, Hous-
ton attorney Darvl Moore
has a general practice and
is board-certified in civil
appellate law. He can be
reached at DarylMoore
@outsmartmagazine.com.
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OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

THE AMERICAN TALIBAN'S GAY DAD

What can we make of the fact that John Walker’s father was gay?

t turns out evervone is gay. I mean, not

only the notable historical figures like

Alexander the Great, Michelangelo, Lin-
coln, and Hitler, but the main actors in our
modern dramas, too.

September 11 is the most recent example.
The terrorists who flew the planes into the
buildings were gay, we're told. One of the pi-
lots wrested from his seat at the controls of
the plane the gay terrorists flew into the Pen-
tagon was gay, The guy who saved the White
House from certain destruction by foiling the
gay hijackers was gay.

At least, I've been consoling myself, John
Walker, the 20-year-old wretch who joined the
Taliban and was recently captured in Af-
ghanistan, isn't gay.

Well, if reports now surfacing can be be-
lieved, his dad is.

Walker's life story is gradually coming to
light and some cultural eritics are having lots
of fun with it. Walker was raised by his par-

ents, Frank and Marilyn Lindh, in Northern
California, specifically Marin County, home
to beautiful vistas, affluence, and oh-so-po-
litieally-correct polities.

His mother, whom Newsweek deseribes as
“a child of the '60s,” home-schooled him for a
while, After that, his parents sent him to a
progressive private school where students
determine their own curriculum and are re-
quired only to update a teacher on their
progress once a week.

At about the age of 16, Walker took his
interest in Islam from a teenage hip-hop ob-
session to a fanatical devotion. He began
wearing a white robe, a pillbox hat, and
started calling himself Suleyman. He regu-
larly attended mosque and determined to
memorize every verse in the Koran. Walker’s
parents were “proud of John for pursuing an
alternative course,” says lus dad. They didn’t
object when he dropped out of high school and
took the high-school equivalency exam. At the

same time, his parents split up.
Unhappy in America, Walker eventually

journeyed fo the Middle East and wound up

in league with the most extreme Islamic fun-
damentalists of them all. When captured, he
told reporters he “supported” the September
11 attack

Walker's turn to religious extremism,
some cultural critics are hypothesizing, must
hawve been a product of his excessively indul-
gent upbringing. Having drifted in the I'm-
OK-You're-OK moral relativism that
dominated his childhood milieu, Walker was
desperately =1=[-king struc-

Hmmg from the eonservative
end of the spectrum, former
Houston resident and law
professor Dale Carpenter be-
gan his column for OutSmart
in 1994, Now living in Min-
neapolis, he can be reached
at OutRight@aol com.
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LeftOut

continued from page 32
House killed the issue by refusing to bring it
to the floor for a debate,

Now, since the Enron debacle has finally
revealed exactly how much access money
buys in Washington, members of Congress
who previously blocked campaign-finance
reform have agreed to bring up the issue. In
Congress, 216 members have signed a “dis-
charge petition™ to bring the issue to the floor;
218 signatures are needed.

It will take two brave Republicans to be-
come numbers 217 and 218. After all, they
don't call the House Republican majority
whip Tom DeLay “the Hammer” for noth-
ing. They call him “the Hammer” because
he is unabashed about his willingness to
punish those within his own party who op-
pose him.

DeLay recently called those who are
pushing for a debate on campaign-finance
reform “politieal opportunists” who are us-
ing the Enron debacle to push their political
agenda. Hopefully, there are two more politi-
cal opportunists in Congress who will risk
the wrath of the Hammer and become num-
bers 217 and 218, sign the petition, and put
campaign-finance reform on the front burner.
The American public has been hammered
long enough.

In time, we will learn what the White
House knew and when it knew it with re-
gard to the collapse of Enron. But we do not
need to wait for that answer to know that
Washington is corrupt. That money buys ac-
cess, if not always influence. And that the
time to curb “soft-money” contributions from
entities like Enron is now. ll

OutRight

continued from previous page

ture and guidance in life. Fundamentalist
Islam would fill that need by telling him how
to think, dress, act, speak, and eat.

That propesition in itself is debatable.
Lots of kids grow up in a rudderless home
environment but very few become religious
fanatics. And at least a few kids grow up in
good Christian homes only to become wan-
ton murderers. Think Columbine.

Now we can add to this speculative hy-
pothesizing one more element sure to draw
more attention when and if Walker is ever
tried in an American court. According to a
columnist for the San Francisco Examiner,
when Walker's parents split up, Frank Lindh
left the family to move in with his male lover.
This, according to unidentified sources “close
to the family,” left the 16-year-old Walker
“startled and flustered.”

There will, [ suspect, be a strong tempta-
tion in gay circles to deny that the homosexu-

ality of Walker's dad was connected in any
way to his son’s bizarre life path. Already,
columnist Michelangelo Signorile has writ-
ten that “[t]he sexual orientation of John
Walker's parents, like their liberal politics
and tolerant attitude toward child-rearing,
did not cause Walker to join the Taliban.” It
will be said that the suggestion that there is
such a connection is homophobic.

Why are we afraid of the obvious? If it
turns out that Walker's dad left the house
when Walker was 16 to live with his gay
lover, and if it's true that Walker's turn to
bizarre fundamentalism followed that
event, it 18 not necessarily homophobic and
indeed quite plausible to assume that the
event at least partly explains the boy’s turn
to extreme religion. Suddenly learning that
one's parent is gay must be a very trau-
matic event in a person’s life, especially in
a teenage boy’s, and might influence all
manner of rebellion.

Conceding this relationship is just a rec-
ognition of reality in modern America, where
homesexuality 1s still a shameful thing in
most families.

The real problem arises when commen-
tators use the relationship between the
father’s homosexuality and Walker's behav-
ior to draw policy conclusions like, “This
shows homosexuality is damaging and must
be repressed” or “This shows gays are bad
parents.”

The opposite would be the right conclu-
sion. If homosexuality weren't stigmatized,
the emotional trauma of the revelation to
Walker wouldn’t have been as severe as it
presumably was, or at least it wouldn’t have
been more severe than the revelation that
his father had left his mother to run off with
another woman. The major shock would
come in the fact that the father left the
mother for a lover, not in learning the sex of
the lover.

Additionally, in a world that didn't stig-
matize gays, Walker’s father might have re-
alized earlier in life that he was gay, or he
might have acted openly on the realization
earlier in life. Either way, the absence of
stigma might have prevented a disastrous
marriage and the traitorous product of it.

Walker's dad did exactly what the reli-
gious right wants men to do: He married a
woman. To the extent that the son’s sins can
be laid at the father's feet at all, they are
just another harmful consequence of socially
enforced heterosexuality.

Of course, before we psvchoanalyze
Walker too closely, it might be best to wait to
hear from him directly.

But let's not lose too much sleep when it
turns out some bad person, or the relative of
some bad person, is gay. After all, as we've
been saying, we're everywhere, ll
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Love Is a Journcy

arriage suits me. | like
continuity, warmth, living
with someone I love, and
having a safe setting for
self-expression. But I do
not happen to think
marriage is for every-
one. Me—I'm pro-choice! If you have chosen not
to partner, I respect that and 1 applaud
self-knowledge.

In the book Here Lies My Heart, the feminist
Vivian Gornick acknowledges a polemic she wrote
called “Against Marriage.” Subsequently, for many
vears she found herself very lonely. Then she was
teaching in a university town and had an
opportunity te share a house with “a woman my
own age, divorced with grown children away at
school. I thought her a sympathetic soul and
decided after years of living alone to chance it. We
conducted our lives independently, yet were always
delighted to spend an evening at home together.
Conversation was an ever-deepening pleasure
between us, but neither of us ever made the other
feel guilty for wanting to be alone. The relationship
was simplicity itself. What took me by surprise was
the relief 1 felt at not living alone. I wasn't with a
lover or even an intimate friend. I was simply
sharing a house with a compatible person. It was
the absence of gross loneliness that was having an
extraordinary effect on me. I felt calm every day
and all through the day. I looked around then at
my life, and 1 saw that 1 had not learned to live
alone at all. What [ had learned to do was
strategize; lie down until the pain passed; evade;
get by. I wasn't drowning, but [ wasn't swimming
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by Rev. Robert L. Schaibly

Marriage means choosins one otl'm' R

o Not a Destination
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maylx it also means clwosing one’s self.

either. I was floating on my back, far from
shore, waiting to be saved.”

The reasons we Marry are many. Am}'
Bloom writes, “We marry to find safe harbor
in a roaring sea. We marry to avoid gray
loneliness in a small room with only a hot
plate and a thin cat.” She goes on to talk !
about divorce: “We divorce to find ourselves,
and free ourselves of the self-defeating
templates of childhood misery.” And then she
presents her insight: “The chasm that
separates us from a partner terrifies us; the
prospect of intimacy does, too.” We want to
be close, but we are often talking about
things that are not really the most important
thing we have to say to one another.

We may be attracited by what the other
person sees in us. For instance, Lynn Darling
said, “I married the man I married because
I liked his version of myself better than my
own. | felt more real with him than I had
ever felt with anyone else. I was pleased by
the person [ saw reflected in his eyes.” As
we listen to her, it seems that he had a vision
of her she preferred to her own under-
standing of herself as a more complete, more
fully known person. What is interesting is
that everyone knows marriage means
choosing one other, but maybe it also means
choosing one's self, or at least the direction
I will develop myself, the role I'll choose. This
is who I will be; I'll try to live up to this image
he has of me.

But of course we are more than that one
image, and what we are, all that we are, will
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My partner Sfevcn had no interest in going to Japan, and so ] thousl‘lt that was that,

I coulc] [orsct Japan n t!‘nis !i{etime:. But tlw,n I realizecl, No, l rea“'y want to go to Japan,

be unveiled as time passes and will surprise
and delight our partners, right? Uh, huh.
Some say we are never to be fully known.
Barbara Ehrenreich counsels reducing
our expectations of marriage partners and
tolerating shortecomings. She lists the roles
people expect their partners to fill: co-
provider and a reliable financial partner. Co-
conversationalist and sparkling dinner
companion, fully briefed by CNN. A skilled
co-parent with a repertoire of bedtime
stories. A fitness partner. Handyman or
woman. A tireless and imaginative lover. “It
doesn’t make sense. Only in marriage do we
kiss common sense goodbye and expect that
every single human need can be met by a
single all too human being. . . . It's time to
cut the spouse some slack and put more of
our demands on the rest of the human
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and SO l went Ey mysz“.

environment; in other words, to rebuild the
ancient and honorable notion of community.”

In my home, because of our unusual lives,
I cannot make the time and do not have the
interest in theater-going my partner Steven
has. He sometimes goes to the theater with
Doris. He had no interest in going to Japan,
and so [ thought that was that, I could forget
Japan in this lifetime. But then 1 realized,
No, I really want to go to Japan, and this
was my once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, and
so [ went by myself.

I might say a word here to the widowed
and all who think they will never again live
with another. Although we think no
opportunity will again present itself, we may
be surprised and amused. Author Mark Doty,
who currently teaches at the University of
Houston, wrote about his 12-year
relationship with Wally, who died of AIDS.
Mark has since partnered with Paul, a man
both he and Wally had known for several
years. Though the first relationship was fine,
“there are those pleasures that belong to the
new relationship. Paul and I love lots of the
same books, admire many of the same
artists, share passions that Wally and 1 did
not. I've thought, ‘Oh, I'm enjoying
something with Paul that Wally couldn’t
enjov.’ I've wondered, guiltily, if I liked my
new relationship better. Which would be a
betrayal, wouldn't it?" No, Mark.

Mark Doty goes on to talk about that
domestic pleasure of just being. [ have often
had a similar sensation, just knowing one [
love is elsewhere in the house and | am doing
my project and the other is engaged in his
own activity. Mark Doty writes about his
lover, Paul, who composes music: “He doesn't
know that I have come into the next room.
My lover has that concentration, that
absorption in the moment, in which it's
impossible not to see his handsomeness, his
presence as himself, both self-forgetful and
completely involved. As the tune continues,
our dog leans back, as if the song were
entering him, and then begins to roll on his
back. So much pleasure in this constellation
of things: warmth and sun and the sweet
configuration of voice and music. Soon, Paul
will notice that [ am here, watching, and
though he’ll be happy to see me, it'll break
the moment’s domestic spell, this little bright
instance of what I love, which I am grateful
now to stand and watch, unseen.” Il

Rev. Robert Schaibly ﬁr.sf p?'i‘!.‘il.‘ﬂf!.’(f i f:m.glzr
version of this article as a sermon on July 11,
18998, at the First Unitarian Universalist
Chureh, where he has been senior minister for
19 years. (You can see the original at
www.firstuu.org.) Ten years ago he and Steven
Storla were joined in a commitment ceremony
at First Unitarian

The drawings and paintings that accompany this
article are parl of an ongoing series by Hous-
ton artist Teodoro Estrada, inspired by his trav-
els in Mexico. Depicling o floating heart
traveling amongst milagro (or miracle) figures,
the series is called “Pilgrimage to Tepeyac.” “As
we mature into odulthood,” Estrada says,
“somelimes we are faced with the undesirable.
Well, miracles are granted every day, we just
have te be aware that they do happen.” Estrada
is an educator in the Houston area.
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Carlos Reyes [left) and
Stovan Chrisenberry

by Eric A. T. Dieckman
photos by BJ Smith

With Don Carlos Catering and now DC in the Heights,
Carlos Reyes and Steven Chrisenberry

are partners in business and love

atering is a hectic business, an art
of organized chaos where
whatever can go wrong, will go
wrong—and the going-wrong may
involve whipped cream on the
ceiling. In their 10 years as owners of Don
Carlos Catering, Carlos Reyes and Steven
Chrisenberry are well acquainted with
Murphy's vicious law and are always
prepared to overcome whatever Murphy

throws their way, taking it one day at a time,
Now, as if running a business that offers no
days off was not enough, Reyes and
Chrisenberry recently opened a restaurant
a few blocks away from their home—DC in
the Heights—to add to their already
bustling schedule.

Yet somehow the couple finds some time
for an interview. At home, Chrisenberry sits
on the sofa in shorts and a polo with the

company logo, his long limbs sprawling in
front of him. Reyes strefches out in an easy
chair, his arms draped across its back, a
portrait of genteel repose as luxuriantly cat-
like as Sandy, their orange Tabby.

Partners in life as well as in business,
these comfy moments are a cherished rarity.
Steve has a party in three hours. Is there ever
a break? “We have to actually leave town to
have time off,” Reyes says. He and
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Chrisenberry go to Aspen every
year with a few other couples for
gay ski week—although Reyes
still does all the cooking. He has
to, it's simply a part of his
intrinsic nature, his innate drive
to entertain. “We'll be eating
breakfast and I'll be thinking,
‘What'll we do for lunch?” Reyes
says. “Then we'll be having lunch
and I'll be asking, “Where should

we go for dinner?"”

a tad more nostalgia. “I saw him
when he first came in—he was
hard to miss, he was so tall—I
watched him go all the way
around the room. When he came
up to me, I stuck my foot out.”
They were inseparable
almost immediately. Eight
months later, they were in
business together, a risky move
that sends many relationships
crumbling. Food service was not

#1 saw him when he first came
in—he was hard to miss, he
was so tall—l watched him go
all the way around the room.
When he came up to me, |
stuck my foot out.”

“I don't want to think about
dinner. 'm trying to have lunch,”
counters Chrisenberry.

The two met 11 years ago at
the Brazos River Bottom (BRB)
The gangly and sweet Chrisen-
berry had just ended a 15-year
straight marriage. “I had just
come out probably two weeks
before that,” he says. “I had only
been to the bars a couple of times.
My roommate heard me
complaining that I didn't like the
people 1 was meeting and said,
You need to go where the real
men are, that I needed to go to
the BRB. So then [ found Carlos
instead.” He laughs and winks
mischievously at Reyes.

Reyes, out since he was 14,
tells his version of the story with

new to Reyes. He had grown up
waiting tables in his father’s res-
taurants, and gone on to manage
nightclubs and restaurants in
the early "80s. He had
loved cooking. The business
started for him as a side-gig,
almost a hobby. Soon the hobby
became a full-time effort, one
that required assistance.
Chrisenberry had been with a
software company. He knew
nothing of food. "Okay, here are
the onions. What do I do with
he would say. What
Chrisenberry did have, how-
ever, wag business sense, the

always

them?”

ability to make spreadsheets, to
calculate costs, and c¢runch
numbers, The two proved just

as cumplem-;ntar} to each other

Chrisenberry and Reyes at their home in the Heights

in business as they were in
their relationship.
perfect match.
Building their
pasy. The first

It was a

catering
business was not e
yvear was scary. Booking
week was an

even
one party a
accomplishment. Success in
catering relies almost exclusively
on word-of-mouth, and you're
only as good as your last event.
It took four to six years to build

a following in the gay com-
munity. The next logical step
was to expand the business.
Having made the Don Carlos
name a respected and appetizing
one, it was time to make the DC
delicacies regularly available,
outside of the invitations-only
world of the soiree. DC in the
Heights was born July last year.
And it is yummy.

A common miftcunceptiun

Take another little piece of my heart TOW, baby!

mouth? Do you want to give your sweetheart a piece of your pie? If your

idea of love is snuggling up with your honey to watch a video and pig out
on pizza, here’s the crowning touch. On Valentine’s Day, every pizza pie coming
out of Palazzo’s ltalian Café’s ovens will be shaped like a big heart. The family-
owned neighborhood restaurant makes gourmet pizzas ranging from 54 for a
personal size pizza to $14.99 for a large. Palazzo’s is located at 3210 Westheimer
[between Kirby and River Oaks Boulevard), 713/522-6777; and 2620 Briar Ridge
|at Westheimer), 713/784-8110. Delivery available from the Briar Ridge location.

!- re your Valentine’s sentiments kind of cheesy? Is your heart in your
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about the culinary world is that the
professional caterer/restaurateur 1s a pure
gourmet, eating nothing but the finest of fine
foods, the most savory of savories every meal.
Wrong! Far from dining every morn on
Fritatas Florentine, Reyes and Chrisenberry
are more likely to be found crunching away
at a bowl of Post Toasties. “People over the
years have said, ‘We would have you over for
dinner—but—we'd be so embarrassed about
what we'd serve.” We love being invited to
other people’s parties, not having to do the
cooking,” says Reyes. Chrisenberry adds with
a laugh, “If we don't feel like cooking, we'll
pop fish sticks in the oven just like anybody
else.” Speaking of fish sticks, what's comfort
food to this dynamic duo? For Reyes, good ol’
meat and potatoes. Chrisenberry? Blue Bell
homemade vanilla ice cream.

But man does not live on bread (or even
ice cream) alone. For Reyes and Chrisen-
berry, when did sex make that mysterious
transformation into love? “Eleven years
ago,” they say without hesitation. And their
recipe for a relationship that works in the
whirlwind of organized chaos? Just take it
one day at a time.

DC in the Heights is open Tuesdgy-Friday,

11a.m.-2p.m. & 5-9 p.m.; Saturday, 9a.m.—

2 p.m. & 5-9 p.m.; and Sunday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Need another phone jack installed?
Need an additional phone line for a
security system, or amodem, ora

faxline?

Call Kim Berry at
omm

ommunications

Voice, Data, & Fiber Optic Cabling
Nortel-Certified Technicians

Serving residential and commercial communication needs.

..XH‘!?
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New Orleans Bread Puddihg

with Southern Whiskey Sauce
|Adapted from Joy of Cooking—offered as a special at DC in the Heights)

Spread 3 tablespoons softened unsalted
butter over & 13 x 9-inch baking pan,
preferably glass.

Cut 1 1/4 pounds French or Italian
Bread (1 1/2 to 2 loaves) into 1/2-inch-thick

slices. Arrange the slices almost upright

in tightly spaced rows in the prepared pan.
Tuck 1 cup raisins or currants between the
slices.

Whisk 3 large eggs until frothy. Whisk
in 4 cups whole milk, 2 cups sugar, 2
tablespoons vanilla, and 1 teaspoon ground
vanilla bean.

Pour the liquid over the bread and let
stand for 1 hour, pressing down now and
then with a spatula to wet the tops of the
glices. Preheat the oven to 375" F.

Bake the pudding until the top is
puffed and lightly browned, about 1 hour.
Cover with Southern Whiskey Sauce. Let
cool on a rack for 30 to 60 minutes, then
cut into squares and serve. Leftover sauced
pudding will keep for several days in the
refrigerator and can be reheated in a 300°
F oven for 15 minutes.

~ Southern Whiskey Sauce
Melt 8 tablespoons (1m¢k}matmd
butter over low antmaamn]l heavy

' saucepan.

Us:nsahaﬂprmirub}wr spatula or

~wooden spoon, stirin 1 cup sugar, 1/4 cup

bourben or other whl;kﬂ? 2 I;ahleapoons '
water, 1/4 teaspoon. freshly grated or
ground nutmeg, 1/8 teaspoon salt.

Cook, stirring, until the sugar is
dissolved and the mixture is blended.
Remove from the heat. 4

Whisk 1 large egg until light and
frothy.

Vigorously wimk the egg into the
liquor mixture. Sqt the sauee over medium
heat and, stirring gently, bring to a
simmer. Cook until thickened, about 1
minute. The sauce will not curdle.

Pour over pudding at once, or set aside
at room temperature for up to 8 hours, or
let cool, then cover and refrigérate for up
to 3 days. Reheat over low heat, stirring;
if the sauce separates, remove from the
heat and whisk in a little warm water.

shrbbee e et e

P.O. Box 66231, Houston, TX 77266-6231

Office 713.522.1248 - Cell 832,347.3784
Fax 713.522.1412 * Email kberrycom@aol.com

Your Kroger Signature store on
Montrose offers one-stop
shopping convenience.

Meal Center
Nutrition Center
Organic Produce
Wine Chiller
Floral Shoppe
FTD Worldwide Floral Delivery
Pharmacy

Deli/Pastry Shoppe

Self Service Seafood

Sara Lee Sandwich Shoppe
Rotisserie Chicken
Flame Grilling

3300 Montrose Blvd.
(" Phone: 713-526-7865
Pharmacy: 713-526-1239
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Artist

Rachel

Hecker
on love

an d by Lauren jolﬁ

;- |

.....

Top (photo by BJ Smifh): Rache! Hacker with The Four Seasons (clockwise from top lett—Spring, Summear, Fall, Winter.
Balow: (laft) They Couldn't Sae the Slack Cloud That Hung Over Their Relationship, (center) Black Thoughts 82, and (right) Saying Goodbye

till life at table: smoked salmon, créme fraiche, capers, a red pear,
Sand these little crackers that my girlfriend says taste like dirt.

These items plus a bottle of red wine decorate the table where artist
Rachel Hecker and I now sit in her house in the Houston Heights. She



smokes Camels, like she did when 1 first met
her in 1988 or '89—1I don't remember which
year, but I remember the circumstances per-
fectly. At the time Rachel was the interim
director of the Glassell School and 1 was writ-
ing an article, my very first article, on the art
school for a long-defunct Montrose magazine.
I remember knowing she was gay—I don't
remember how I knew that—and 1 can
remember thinking how remarkably intelli-
gent she was. Two years after that interview,
Rachel started dating one of my best friends.
Their relationship lasted nine years, during
which time Rachel and | became good friends.
Over those years, we shared much wine and food
{Rachel is a terrific cook), as we are doing now.
Many Houstonians may know Hecker's
work from her painting Censorship, a depic-
tion of a shirt-and-tie everyman with a huge
cartoon character’s fist obscuring his face. For
years the painting hung in front of
DiverseWorks for five years until it was stolen
in 1994—its whereabouts are still unknown.
This in-your-face piece as well as its slash-

“Suffering is humbling,
because it connects

you to every other living
being. And humility
breaks the spell of
self-involvement and
that in turn provides a
way out of your own
sense of loss.”

and-run theft are typical of Hecker’s Bad Girl
reputation in the Houston and national art
world. Not that she doesn't have an art estab-
lishment pedigree—starting with a master’s
from the Rhode Island School of Design and a
National Endowment for the Arts fellowship,
she's had numerous one-person exhibitions
and countless group shows all over the coun-
try, in venues from the Menil Collection to gal-
leries and museums in Dallas, Canada, and
France. Warm, wry, and tremendously funny,
her sly humor is evident in even her saddest
paintings.

By the time I met her in the late 1980s,
Rachel had been at the Glassell for seven
years, first as an assistant director, then as an
associate, and finally as acting director. After
leaving the Glassell, Rachel became a visiting
professor at the University of Houston in
1992, becoming an associate professor in
2000. 1 ask Rachel about these accomplish-
ments, and about what it's hike to have tenure
at the University of Houston.

“I've had some fulfilling things happen to
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Above (photo by BJ Smith): Hecker at home. Opposite page: (top) Explosion #8; (center left) Saying Goodbye to
the World as | Knaw It (center night) Pigl (J.D.}; (battam) Hecker with Mow Can We Go Shopping.

me professionally—I feel like I've passed
though the eyes of some very small needles—
but on the other hand, those things don't real-
ly change you, not in any kind of fundamental
way.”

I know what she means, which is that the
things that do change you in a fundamental
way are the things like love, and its beginning
and its ending.

Today, about 10 years after Rachel met my
friend and became one of the important peo-
ple in my life, their relationship ended
abruptly and painfully. Through a bit of
divine irony, here I am once again writing an
article with Rachel Hecker at its center: This
time; though, it's about her, and her upcoming
show “Sad and Pissed,” at Texas Gallery, in
the month of February, The artist's reception
is—when else?—February 14.

“I wanted the reception to be on Valentine's
Day, for obvious reasons,” Rachel grins. “The
phrase ‘sad and pissed’ describes the extreme
emotions ['ve experienced in the last nine
months guite accurately, [ think.”

I first saw the paintings back in April, and
have watched them progress. I ask Rachel to
describe these paintings, to compare them to
her earlier work. In the past, she says, she
has used pop culture images to comment on
society, but always from a safe intellectual
distance. Never before this work did she use
her painting to reflect her own personal feel-
ings or gituation.

“This time, I made a conscious decision to
place myself emotionally in the work, making
paintings about loss, alienation, and abandon-
ment, but the context was theoretical or from

the past, or at least I thought so. I thought 1
was quite happy and in love when I began
them.”

The paintings fall into two groups: the
Comic Explosion paintings and the Emotional
Narrative paintings. Although I laughed out

loud the first time 1 saw the Comic Explosion
paintings, it was a kind of wincing, painful
laugh. 1 know from my own experience how
good it feels to say words like "bitch” and
“liar” when you ean't say what you really need
to say, since what you really need to say is
unsayable. If you could say it, it would sound
something like the air being stomped out of a
large, human balloon. Or look like one of
Hecker's paintings.

If the Explosion paintings are a kind of
emotional venting, the Emotional Narrative
paintings depict emotional states by telling
stories, a new approach for Hecker. Rachels
alter ego in the world of the paintings is por-
trayed by the Sanrio “Chocokitty” from the
popular “Hello Kitty” children’s toys and nov-
elties.

“I made the decision to be more revelatory
in my work, but I was a safe distance from the
emotional content,” she says. “This was before
my breakup, before I had this bomb dropped
on a nine-year relationship. 1 was making
paintings called They Couldn’t See the Dark
Cloud That Hung Over Their Relationship, as
well as comic book explosions that for me are
a metaphorical depiction of what happens
when ordinary life doesn't. And then erdinary
life stopped happening for me—with a bang, |
might add.”

When her relationship ended, the distance

between life and art closed, and the narrative
moved from fictional to autebiographical.
Suddenly, the painter who had been creating
what she thought were imaginary stories
about heartbreak, loss, and endings, found
herself painting stories from her real life.
Ironie, 1sn't it?

Rachel smiles. “I'm not particularly inter-
ested in irony, but I am interested in shared
experience. For me as an artist, popular cul-
ture provides a location where I can discuss
specific events in general terms.”

Artists communicate by making the specif-
ic experience general—that is, by making it
something the audience can relate to, This
isn't always a pleasant experience, for the
artist or the viewer. Rachel Hecker's journeys
of the last nine months—both the personal
and the artistic ones—have not been pleasant,
but they have been productive

“SBuffering is humbling, because it connects
you to every other living being. And humility
breaks the spell of self-involvement and that
in turn provides a way out of your own sense
of logs.”

So on the way out of her own feelings of
loss, Rachel Hecker, artist, teacher, and friend
of mine, shares, through her paintings, her
own suffering, which has made her feel—you
got it—sad and pissed. And how does she
move out of sad and pissed, and on to what's
going to happen next in her life?

“] say yes a lot, even when | don't want to.
Yes makes me get out of my own skin. And
teaching does the same thing, because to do it
well you can't be self-focused. 1 learn a lot
about life from my students.”

And what about love? Is it changed for her
in one of those fundamental ways we talked
about?

Rachel smiles again. It's a sad smile, no
doubt, but not pissed.

“I'm still a romantic at heart,” she starts,
and then replies to my surprised look, “I am,
really. I still love love, and being in love. I just
can't see it happening for me. But then again,
we never see the big things coming, do we?”
Rachel Hecker grins at me again. “Hey,
there’s your irony.” B
Lauren Johnson. and her partner Sharon
Ferranti start shooting the lesbian horror script
Make a Wish in March 2002, which they hope
will be a less horrifving experience than the
film’s contract negotiations. In addition to con-
tributing to local and national magazines,
Lauren is the director of communications for a
large public pension plan in Houston.

“Sad and Pissed,” a one-woman art
show of works by Rachel Hecker
will be showing Feb., 1-28 at the

Texas Gallery, 2109 Peden, 713/524-
1593. A reception will be held
Thursday, Feb. 14, 6-8 p.m.
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projects include a national eompetition for
young American composers and the devel-
opment of talented amateur musicians for
Houston corporations. In addition to this,
Avalon is the artistic director of the
Foundation for Modern Music, a nonprofit

organization whose goal 18 the recording of

new works by American composers.

You can get a sense of Avalon's spirited
and worldly career just from his dizzying
schedule. In January and February, Avalon
will travel to Paris, where he will preview a
new work (see sidebar on page 52) in a
salon on the Seine, to be followed by a two-
hour concert in Wigmore Hall in London.
Avalon will spend spring in Houston in a
series of residencies working with young
musicians at HSPVA, Stafford High School
and MECA. He returns to Europe in May
for more concerts in Paris and Amsterdam,
then heads to Taos in July and August with
a Wurlitzer grant that provides him with a
house in which to compose new works for
the Dallas and Austin Chamber Orchestras
and his Amsterdam-based ensemble.

A San Antonio native, Avalon came to
Houston in 1990. He was contemplating
moving to Mexico, but met artist Wayne
Dockery and changed his mind. ("It was
love at first bite,” Avalon says impishly.)
Virtually all the wall space in Avalon and
Dockery’s home is covered with artwork.
The two men are especially proud of a huge
surrealist oil painting by Houston artist
Phillip Wade depicting their relationship;
Dockery is represented by a half-man, half-
lion being gazing skyward, while Avalon is
symbolized emerging from behind a sturdy
tree, an arm-branch holding aloft a red
piece of stained glass,

Avalon is personable with a contagious
enthusiasm, eager to connect, especially
through his art.
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Robert Avalon serenades his partner Wayne
Dockery in the studio/performance venue they've
fashioned from a historic church in the Heights.

“As a performer,” Avalon says, “I can feel
when an sudience is very into the music,
really listening, afraid to cough, sometimes
even to breathe, it seems. When that hap-
pens, I escalate my concentration, putting
mysell into the music with much more
focus, recognizing the urgency of communi-
cating with the aodience. That's what the
audience comes away with, too—remember-
ing those moments. Performers yearn for
those intensely communicative moments of
connection. We dream about them.”

It 15 easy to immerse oneself in Avalon’s
music. It has both a passion and a lyrical
richness that can just swallow up the lis-
tener. “His music must be enormously grat-
ifving to play,” wrote a reviewer for Fanfare
Magazine. “1 can say without equivecation
that it certainly is wonderful to listen to,
and I look forward to experiencing more."

Avalon often sets his music to poems and
other texts. He's especially fond of Spanish,
in which he is fluent. One of his signature
works 18 a setting of three poems by Puerto
Rican Julia de Burgos as a “Sextet with
Soprano”; the 19-minute piece is melodic,
rhythmically rich, and beautiful,

Avalon has also written an opera in
Spanish—a lush two-and-a-half-hour work
of magical realism called Carlota, set to
debut in Mexico City's Palacio de Bellas
Artes in 2003, Carlota and her husbhand
Maximilian were appointed the empress
and empéror of Mexico by Napoleon. In a
poignant case study of the caltural clash
Europe and Meso Ameriea,
Maximilian was executed after only a brief
reign, and Carlota went mad. The opera fol-
lows Carlota’s journey of doubt, revelation,
and ecstasy.

Avalon has also set texts in English,
Japanese, and Greek, with plans for werks
in German and French. He is currently
working on setting a number of poems by
gay Dutch writers. The crowning piece of
the composition is a love poem by Jacob
Israel de Haan entitled *To a Young
Fisherman.”

between

Roses are not as beautiful as your cheeks,
Tulips not as your tender bare feet,

And in no eyes I ever read

Such a boundless longing for friendship

(“Such a boundless longing for friend-
ship” is also found engraved on the ground-
level portion of the Amsterdam
Homomonument, a large triangular sculp-
ture of pink granite dedicated to the past,
present, and future struggles of gay libera-
tion. Avalon’s song will be set for a septet.)

I asked Avalon about what scemed to be
a high percentage of composers who were
gay.

“Composing takes an immense amount
of time,” Avalon muses. “A certain amount
of isolation is essential—it is a very solitary
activity. A lot of 20th-century gay composers
were isolated [for fear] they would be perse-
cuted.

“(Gay composers like Aaron Copland were
closeted during their lifetime,” Avalon con-
tinues. “A few of his select friends knew.
But he didn't feel compelled to marry a
woman, to put up the kind of facade that,
say, was negessary for Leonard Bernstein
that would make it easier for him to cireu-
late in the cocktail party circmt.”

Robert Avalon is one compoeser who lets
his passions shine forth—in his life and in
his music,

Tk Cowell is a musie lover and avid conecerigoer.
He has published a large number of articles, but
they've mostly been about polymer science. =

To hear Robert Avalon’s music,
excerpts may be found at
www.robertavalon.com/listen.php3
on his web page . Also, he and
other musicians perform local
home concerts that are often
open to the public; to get on the
e-mail list for information
concerning upcoming concert
times and locations, write -

to ravalon@swbell.net.

LASIK - An Exciting Way

Mary 1. Green, M.D., Ph.D., FA.C.S.

* MD, Baylor College of Medicine
= Ph.D. Tulane University

* Internship/Residency, Baylor College of Medicine
* Fellowship-Cornea/Anterior Segment Surgery

* Fellow of the American Board of Ophthaimology
* Fellow of the American College of Surgeons

* Fellow of the International College of Surgeon

* Posi Graduate Research/Teaching
« Private Practice, Houston, Texas since 1987
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Robert and Wayne

Editor’s note: Robert Avalon’s latest composition is set to a prayer written by Father Mychal
Judge, the openly gay Franciscan priest and chaplain to the NYC fire department who lost
his life in the September 11 attack. In researching his piece, Avalon talked to many of the
people who knew “Father Mike,” and wrote the following tribute, which will be printed in the
program when the piece is given its premiere February 1 at Wigmore Hall in London. =

I ather
Muychal Judge

(May 11, 1933—Sept. 11, 2001)
by Robert Avalon

On the morning of September 11, I felt
sad anger as [ watched the televised mass
murder of thousands of people when fanat-
ics flew hijacked planes into the World
Trade Center. Motivated by a religious
hatred that gave them a temporary sense
of godliness, a small group of murderous
men accomplished their goal of capturing
the rapt attention of the world. But their
perverse mission also created a sense of
people who worked
together to overcome loss,

solidarity among

One of the earliest visible casualties of
the disaster was the Reverend Mychal
Judge, the 68-yvear-old Brooklyn-born,
recovering alcoholie, gay chaplain to the
NYC fire department who died while rush-
ing into the flames to support the effort of
the brave firefighters to whom he was so
devoted. Shortly after the attack, a dear

copy’/com

413 /528=1201,

52 FEBRUARY 2002 OutSmart

friend of mine, Patrick Bromley, saw a
news report that quoted a prayer written
by Father “Mike” (as he was affectionately
referred to by the firefighters). Patrick
couldn’t remember the exact wording of
the prayer, but he paraphrased the
essence of the prayer in a way that made
me want to find its precise text and trans-
late its expression into music.

In my search for the text, I spoke by
phone with several of Father Mike's best
friends who told me story after story of his
consistent, compassionate devotion to oth-
ers who had experienced loss. It was a
good friend of his living in Manhattan,
actor Kevin Scullin, who finally told me
the exact words of this prayer that Father
Mike carried with him always. The words
of the prayer gave me insight into the
character of this uncommon man.

Father Mike had taken a vow of poverty
and gave everything he had to others.
From early in the morning to late at night
he tended to others with an energy that
astonished people who knew him. In 1996
the Franciscan priest became a devoted
caregiver to many of the families of the
TWA Flight 800 that had crashed in the
water off Long Island. His concern and
attendance to their needs transcended all
considerations of religious affiliation as he

tended to their lives even until his own
death in the base of the World Trade
Center Towers.

Shortly after the attack on the north
tower, Father Mike threw on his fire gear
at the friary of the St. Francis of Assisi
Church in Manhattan where he lived and
was off before his pager had sounded,
heading toward the scene of the disaster.
He stopped briefly outside the north tower
to administer the last rites to a fallen fire-
fighter who had been struck by a woman
who had jumped from the flames. He then
rushed into the flaming tower to help peo-
ple evacuate. At one point, firefighters
inside the dense smoke of the dark lobby
felt a huge swelling and heaving of the
building as the south tower collapsed.
They also noticed among the rubble the
body of Father Mike, who had apparently
been struck by falling debris. They carried
his body away from the towers to the cor-
ner of a nearby church and ran inside to
find a priest to give the last rites to Father
Mike. A lady they encountered said that
there was no priest inside and suggested
that instead they give him their own bless-
ing. At the conclusion of their blessing, the
north tower came down. The other mem-
bers of their squadron were inside that
avalanche of steel and concrete. As sur-

vivors, they felt Father Mike's own passing
had saved their lives.

I have attempted to put into music the
kind of simple, direct expression that this
prayer of Father Mike's contains. I com-
posed this song to “Mychal's Prayer” in
December at the conclusion of a two-week
stay in a lovely 300-year-old house by the
side of an 11th-century Roman church in
Sotosalbos (population 90) outside of
Begovia, Spain. A close friend, the neurolo-
gist and advanced amateur musician
Eduardo Guttierrez Rivas, had made this
sanctuary available to me for composing in
isolation. The intense quiet of this village
enabled me to connect with the spirit of
Father Mike and to capture and under-
stand the meaning of his words. B

Mychal’s Prayer

Lord take me where you
want me to go.

Let me meet who you
want me to meet.
Tell me what
you want me fo say.
And keep me
out of your way.

Call T13/H29-5842

email; LillyCath@aol.com

See what 2002 has in store for you.

Lty R,

Personal, Relationships & Business Readings
Past Life Regressions » Reiki Master » Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by Appoeintment Only

Gift Certificates » Credit Cards Accepted

www.eybersim.comermes

Laser Vision Correction

Managed through Laser Eye Institute

LASIK
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in All the Right Places

Not all churches are homophobic:

Dr. Jesse Jennings preaches universal love at his Creative Life Spiritual Center

hen | moved to
Houston in 1992, one
of the first orders of business
was to find o spiritval home
where | could find acceptance
and support. One Sunday morning, | drove out
45 North o Spring to check out a “new-age”
church I'd heard about—the Creative Life
Spiritual Center. | tried to stay open-minded
about a church that called itself a “center.”

The center was on the second floor of an
office building. At the top of the stairs stood a
man. “Welcome, | acknowledge the goed in
your life,” the stranger said and hugged me. |
had no idea the full extent of the gresting’s
meaning. That was the church’s minister and
visionary, the Rev, Jesse lennings.

In the simple service, Rev. Jennings led us in
song and medilafion. His message was simple
but profound: “We are all perfect creations of
God. There is nothing you have to do, no change

Jill Boullion: Describe what absolute
unconditional acceptance looks like.
Dr. Jesse Jennings: Our religious science
teaching is that we are all perfect creations
of God, and that there is nothing you have to
do, no change you have to make, to be beloved
of God. That you are satisfied with how you
are is all that matters. You are harming no
one just being vourself. At the same fime, if
others are uncomfortable with you, it's an
opportunity to hold out healing to them—not,
of course, by praying for them to change, but
by practicing understanding and forgiveness,
while refusing to be marginalized. We believe
that any act of affection between consenting
adults should be celebrated. At the spiritual
eenter you are embraced not in spite of, but
because of, your affectional preference.
What is Science of Mind and when and
where did it begin?
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you have to make, fo be beloved of God.”

Over the years | have experienced this
"unconditional acceptance” at Creative life
Spiritual Center. Not a church in the traditional
way of speaking, it is a center for spiritual
discovery and growth.

Dr. Jennings's center is part of the Science
of Mind movement and the United Church of
Religious Science, founded by the American
philosopher Ernest Holmes [not to be confused
with the Church of Christ, Scientist or the
Christian Scienfists).

Creative life is a place where your
“affectional” orientation is accepted fully—
where you are welcome to display offection
with your partner—hold hands, hug, and kiss. In
1988 the United Church of Religious Science
(UCRS) issued a statement, which said, in effect,
“We do not discriminate against anybody for
any reason”—which was to be followed in both
hiring and volunteer positions. Earlier this year

e

Rev. Jesse Jennings

“We are all perfect
creations of God. There is
nothing you have to do, no
. change you have to make,
" to be beloved of God.”

the UCRS authorized its ministers to perform
ceremonies honoring same-sex unions

Creative life has reached out to the Houston
gay community in several ways. They had an
active AIDS care team with FIRM, the
Foundation of Interfaith Research and Ministry.
They were also a vital part of Ron Davis's Center
for Positive Living located on Commenwealth.

“Every Monday became ‘Religious Science’
night,” said Dr. Jennings, "and we created a
fun, high-energy service that was attended by
an amazingly diverse group of people. |
remember one fime when we had a student who
was HIV positive and in Park Plaza Hospital
and we had class around his bed.”

Dr. Jennings writes a column read monthly
by more than 75,000 worldwide in the Science
of Mind magazine, His book The Essential Ernest
Holmes will be published in spring 2002.
Church member Jill Boullion interviewed him for
QutSmart. —Thomas Chelena
The philosophy known today as Science of
Mind had its beginnings around 1915 when
a man known as Ernest Holmes began
holding public lectures on "mental law” and
other spiritual topics. Ernest discovered the
writings of Ralph Waldo Emerson as a young
man, and then Thomas Troward, and started
his lectures based on Troward’s writings. In
1927 the Religious Science Institute was
opened and began to teach classes. Today the
Science of Mind philosophy is also an
organized church, The United Church of
Religious Science. Until his death in 1960,
Ernest Holmes was a seeker of the truth, and
his teaching is recognized today as one of the
leading viewpoints in modern metaphysics.
The issue of sexual preference within the
Church of Religious Science really
doesn’t exist?

We look forward to the day when, in the words

of writer and eritic Bruce Bawer,
*homosexuality becomes some-
thing of absolutely no interest
whatsoever.” In the meantime,
so long as divisions are drawn
between people who love those
of the other gender and people
who love those of the same, we
will be working in conscious-
ness to heal that division hy
refusing to recognize that it
has any right to exist in the
first place. We've been per-
forming “holy union” ceremo-
nies at our center since the
beginning.

What about those churches
that welcome gays “in spite
of” and then wish they would
change?

Well, those are places where
people are taught that being gay
is contrary to God’s will. On the
plus side, they are willing to try
to look past your affectional
orientation and see who else you
might be. On the minus side,
doing so discounts a huge part
of who you are. There are those
who believe that praying for gay
people will make them hetere-
sexual. Praying for anyone else
to change into what we think
they ought to be is not only futile
but also arrogant. ll

The Creative Life Spiritual Center
15 located at 5326 Spring-Stuebner,
281/350-5157, unow.creativelife.org.
Sunday services are 9 & 11 a.m

Fenced in by a Toxic Relationship?

& Iy your partner’s sexual behavior becoming a problem!
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& Do you feed as I you've been mplaced by the computes?
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Getting to know Sam Steph, / the man behind Red Rocket Jeans

by Todd J. Ramos

zipper may seem a small and
insignificant thing. But it
grants access (sometimes
quite sexy access!).
That, at any rate, has
been the experience of
Houstonian Sam Steph, whose
Red Rocket Jeans have been
garnering fashion adulation, all
thanks to one little strategically
placed zipper.

Steph already had a career as a highly
successful model and entrepreneur when he came
up with the idea for Red Rocket Jeans.

“One day I was people-watching with a friend,”
Steph says, “and observed a couple where the girl
was playing with her hand in his pocket. I thought
that it would be really interesting if there were a
zipper for access.”

“One day | was people-watching
with a friend and observed a couple
where the girl was playing with her
hand in his pocket.”

Red Rocket Jeans hit the fashion scene in 1999
during the Fall Magic Show in Las Vegas and soon
became one of the infatuations-du-jour of the
fashion media. “Rocket Jeans are the most
comfortable and, I must say, fun jeans I have ever
worn. | don't wear anything else!” gushed Playboy
model Laura Ingle. “1 have been waiting for this
all my life,” said the Lionell Internet Television/
Talk show. Jane Magazine uttered the calculated
assessment; “Cool.”

Quite a lot of hoopla for a hometown boy. But
then, this is not the first time the openly gay Steph
has felt fame’s spotlight. —
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Countrywide
can show you |
the way home.

At Countrywide Home Loans,
we streamline the home loan
process so you can close faster
and easier than you ever
thought possible. In fact, we 1

close often in 10 days or less.

= Fast up-front approval.

+ Rate protection while you shop.

* No down and low down payment options.

* Local decision makers with the power to say "yes",

We've already helped over 2 million Americans move into a
house of their own.We would like to help you next.

Matthew Vest, i ManagerUnderariter
Roger Ray, Hume Loan Corsitar

2714 W. Lake Houston, Suite 180
Houston, TX 77339

(281) 361-8546

fax (281) 361-0355
e-mail: Matthew_Vest@countrywide com
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HOME LOANS
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249, Suite 2A-1 * In Willowbrook Plaza

Steph was born in Clyde, Texas, and
graduated from Texas Tech University in
architecture. He began his business
career in 1981 with two health food stores
in Lubbock and San Antonio. Then a
friend entered Steph’s photograph in a
contest that resulted in his first modeling
job as the Calvin Klein Man. For the past
17 years, Steph’s modeling career has
taken him through Tokyo, Milan, Paris,
and Munich. He has appeared in such
catalogues as Land’s End and Neiman
Marcus, and has been featured in MTV
videos. You can see him now in a national
televigion commercial for TGI Fridays.
Locally, Steph has worked with clients
from Academy to Foley's, Neiman
Marcus, and Saks Fifth Avenue.

Although Steph is one of Houston's
top models, he's managed that rare
combeo of beauty without attitude. He is
the good-looking “guy next door” that you
want to take home to mom. “Sam is one
of our shining stars,” says Page Parkes
Eveleth, whose Page.713 model and
Steph.
“Handsome, humble, kind, and sincere
all in one.”

I've known and admired Sam for
years. I took the opportunity to ask a few

talent agency represents

of the questions 1 guessed discerning
fashion readers might want to know.

OutSmart: With all the places around
the world where you could work
(and have), why is Houston your
home?

Sam Steph: My family and friends
live here. The city doesn’t have any
airs about it and has a hometown
feeling. Houston has everything a big
city has but without the rat race. It's
all about the people, nice and warm.
Are you married?

|Grinning shyly] No, I am single.
What is a perfect date to you?

A nice bottle of wine with good
conversation.

What's in the future for Red Rocket
Jeans?

To expand internationally.

What advice would you give to
young entrepreneur?

‘When you have an idea, don't wait for
someone else to do it, you do it.
Creativity is half the ingredients
needed for success, and the other half
is follow-through and drive.

Stores in many cities across the country,
from Los Angeles, San Francisco,
Chicago, Dallas, New Orleans, and
Phoenix, to South Beach, carry Red
Rocket Jeans, Locally, Basic Brothers is
where you'll find these fabulous jeans,
[or men or women.
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Photography

John Conroy

Models

Charise Meriwether,
Stacey Seaver, and
Kevin Ward

Models provided by
Page.713

Styling

TIR Style
Hair/Makeup
Andrea Schutter
Clothing

Red Rocket Jeans,
Pixie and Ivy, M2ZM
Locations

South Beach, JR's, and
Texas Tattoo Emporium
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| lunchtime perform
e for obtaining continuing Day Music." MNe

e

Whe: Christy Claxton & the Dirty Blondes only point-t

are aonate

P\Jrjlg;"lsml'veﬁtonfa"n The frends—QOpen! r, Bi Polar Bear, Date, Time, & Place: o t Rodeo
center is located at 25th & Seawall Bhvd and Oiscar Wild lead openly Speakers are Michasl Center's Grand Fover, » ( e Fri.. Feb. 1: 8:45-11:45 p.m Educatic ) runners are d to hit ace o
b N, LSMW. and Andr P [ b R = sl ! e the streets, some in costume, Enter the & con-
3 & 16 (Sun & Sal) ) Ives, In one ep ) L5MW, and Andrew  quartet is Da Camera § feature for their Vintage Bar, 4356 Westheimer, 713/355-3093 e Sy T o vl Rk e =
Wellness and Psychic Expos. Ex comes out at work A complimentary light  free family series, "Da Camera Goes to Sat.. Feb. 2:9:30 1:30 e sl et o- rea lon
3 ! i ! * Sat. . 2:9:30 p.m.—1:3 cowbaoy hat to win Canaco :
plore attermative healthcare medicine & know what else is augh there is The concert is free i B 210 i il wooy hat to win Con i ¥/ 3 ]
; ek We are a new thought

ce begins at 9

Walter's, 4215 Washington, 713/864-2727

products including vitamins & magnets he comes out to his parents a ce s imited admi )
i - . .. . ] " 41 . cririt | - = £
Try aromatherapy, acupressure, reflex- ner table, they are speechless—his and reserv: e required. Social Gardens |t,' '_ 0 adi I-, $2 sanio ¢ Fri., Feb. 8: T:30-11:30 p.m., : : at 9:50. in ‘“"_'1 own Houston at | SfAritlic) cl|lE|""|.-.1U\.l‘l'.‘_|LJE.[ 10
Majo Cale, 18627 Tomball Pkwy., 281/469-2233 ner of Smith & Texas, and finishes at Enran Fie ; minutes from The Montrose
. el istration 15 $20. Register at Conoco statio Corm g e
" Come join our diverse
s Sat., Feb. 9: 8 p.m., YMC A Litas: Vi & i JC ur diverse

ommunity for Sunday
celebrations at 9 and 11 am.

ehner Road

Millbend Coffee, 1370 N, Millbend, 936/273-0610 | i conototadeocati. o call 98112535
* Fri., Feb, 15: 8 p.m., 9 (5]

! Next Door Coffee House, 2719 Joanel (on the m why your thoughts &
corner of Edloe & Kipling between

5
=3

SING-A-LONG SOUND OF MUSIC

It's time to tune up your vocal cords and/or dress up your torso

ences, how sp

) works

Westheimer & W. Alabama), 713/626-3667 ! __|||g Kuvkendahl
ondering what all the buzz is about? Sing-A-Long Bowl, 18,000 spectators packed the arena dressed as nuns, Nazis, » Fri., Mar. I: 9:30 p.m., it bl n‘:'f‘ et il | _ Founding Minister |
Sound of Music is a screening of the classic Julie and everything in between. * Opening might is Monday, February Dan Electro's Guitar Bar, 1031 E. 24th, T19/869-8707 _ir.‘mtm___ l-.r'._‘ --1.|-:rn-:-. | www.creativelife.org 281 3505157

Andrews musical in glorious, full-screen
Technicolor, complete with subtitles so that the whole
audience can sing along! Audiences of all ages (and

Mere info: www.christyclaxton.com

18 (the regular run starts Friday the 22nd), with a fundraiser |
benefiting the Huu.ston Gay & Lesbian Film Festival. Charmian
Carr, who played Liesl “Sixteen

children 3—12; children 2 & under free). An hour priar

orientations) are invited to join in singing some of the best- Going on Seventeen” Von Trapp, will to the concert, children have the epportunity to see; 10 (Sun) Sp&‘dﬂﬁZng in

. ; : : touch, & play instruments featured in that day's perfor- Fat Sunday. For the 2nd consecutive year, Zios . i
known songs of the 20th century AND __be on hiand fo lead the singing and give r:dr.. Pl segies boain s gl osmle il s el Personality-Guided
to dress up as their favorite a little backstory: What happened with Liesl 2 SR W PITLAS Tcoplogical  Lutheran Shurchn is NOsUng its popurs unday

Gardens, Hermann Park, 1513 M egor Dr. » Pro- worship senvice featuring the instrumental jazz en

Therapy

. because every
[rersoy. is lnigiie

and Rolf after the cameras were turned off? Were those o fo s e ardie Shaces ‘A ¥ ribte 't \r
really curtains they paraded through Salzburg in? Now's your ETREE o8, K ipeilan

American Compasers.”’ For more info; 713/524-7601
Rl 5 ;
chance to find out! & ext. 15, or www.daca

character, item, or even line from a
song for a one-of-a-kind interactive event and
costume contest. * Here's how it works: Have you ever

sembile fd‘-'

Dress 15 casual, and a vanet

d following the service. The pu

Zion Lutheran Churct ',

7 [The)

i been to a musical film and had an uncontrollable urge to ; ’ i raite _
burst spontaneously into song? Have you wondered what What: Sing-A-Long b_a.-md of Music Johnny Mathis. The openly gay crooner is back by are at B:15 & 11 rd e Glad o Help ve
it would be like to wear a wimple? Could you watch Julie When: February 32—-‘“{*"5[1 14 2 papular demand. Don't miss the velvet tones & 5 is at 9:45 am. Info: 7 *Build s e o
{opening night fundraiser 1s Feb, 18) 2 ariteasanors i elf-Fsmem

Andrews ging “Do-Re-Mi" or “My Favorite Things" and
stop yourself from singing along? Liar! What if all the
lyrics were put up on the screen for you—subtitled—to
make it eriminally simple? Here is your chance to

style that made him a star. 8 pm @ Jones Hall, 6 1‘
Lowsiana For ticket prices/more info: 713722 TO & 17 [Sun. & Man.)

B (Fdi) OrchestraX's annual Valentine's cpera-with-a-differ-
Sérgio & Odair Assad. These Brazilian-born broth-  ence is Verdi's Lo Troviatn, which explores racial bar
ers, a guitar duo, perform works of Brouwer, Debussy,  riers. Not

Time: Nightly at 7 p.m.
(plus matinees at 1:30 p.m. on weekends)
Where: River Oaks Theatre, 2009 W. Gray
Cost: Weeknights $20, weekends $22.50 3

v 15 it updated, it will be p erfarmed in

be]}ow—mw]m]ya,nd_]oudly—_nhoutyuurfﬂwnte i (85 off for students/seniors 65+, 3 Piazzolla, & Rodrigo. B pm @ Woertham Center's '-ngll h ets are $45, including dinner. 7:30 pﬂw n

f-hmﬂﬂ} Sing along with Julie! Wave your %10 off for children under 12) = Cullen Theater: Tickets are $20-$35 (students/seniors  the Crystal Ballroom of the Rice Hotel, 909 |m1 )

edelweiss! Bark at Rolf (the telegram boy)! Boo at Info/order tickets: b half price) and can be purchased by caling Da Camera  Tickets/info: 713/225-6729 or www.orchestrax.arg ENSON, LMSW-ACP
the Nazis! Join in earnest choruses of “Climb Ev'ry 281/397-8124, www.eventsunlimited.com = of Houston at 713/524-5050 er by visiting 17 {Mon) of Social Work
Mountain”! Blame it on the guy next to you! Is that a Info on Feb. 18 fundraiser: :'; wivw dacamera.com Deadline. Today is the deadline for your ( A

guy? * Since its 1999 opening in the UK., Sing-A-Long Sound of ™ 713/524-2175
Music has played to packed houses across the globe. and it's now

coming to Houston! During the performance at the Hollywood

1 “Nuns” enjoying the new Sound of Music.

EWS

ANOR

8-=10 |fy -aun.]
Intimacy & Ecstasy. How to get close and yet re-
spect personal boundaries is the question of every re-

Calendar submissians for our March issue
them by dia
Y

calendar@oy

522-37275 or e-mail them to

ng 713/522-3
marimagazinacom. —+

Lr

3000 Wesla jan Stite 345 » 713-850-7225
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Hair Salon
A Full Service Salon

R £S5
Dennis Cox
 of City - over 12 years experience
1122W Gray Houston
1 blk West of Montrose

713.529.0810

Pm

A Premiere
Cleaning Service

since 1989.
* Family owned and operated
* Move in-out
* Travel in team with supervisor
o Weekly-bi-monthlv-one-time
» Specialists in detail cleaning
* Packing or unpacking for relocating
» Bonded for your protection

YOU OWE YOURSELF
A PROFESSIONAL
HOME CLEANING SERVICE
Free estimate by phone

713-895-2766

Structural Integration is deep and
transformative bodywork that
releases chronic restrictions
caused by trauma, injury, and
stress. Structure is improved, and
more ease and balance are
created without
invasive or painful
manipulation.

Craig Ellis

Certified Rolfer
713.320.7481

www.jump.net/~rolfer59

te
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12 (Tus.)
Print Auction. Houston Center for Photography's
(HCP) 2002 print auction exhibition will be held in the
SP Martel Auditorium, Annunciation Greek Orthodox
Cathedral, 3511 Yoakum. A preview will be held from
&7 prm; the auction will take place from 7-9 pm. Ad-
mission fee is $25. For reservations or to purchase a
2002 Print Auction Catalog ($6.25 including shipping/
handling), call HCP at 713/529-4755. Mare info:
www.heponline.org,
15 & 16 (Fi & St
Rent. In addition te receiving the Tany Award for
Best Musical, Rent was also awarded the Pulitzer Prize
and has been touted as 'the most exuberant and ong-
nal American musical to come along in a decade,” it is
a joyous, breathtaking, & aften heartbreaking musical
that celebrates a community of young artists as they
struggle with the soanng hopes & tough realities of
today's world. Find out what happens when Mimi
wants Roger Benny wants Mimi Mark wants
Maureen . . . Maureen wants Joanne. 8 pm on Friday,
3 & 8 on Saturday @ Galveston's Grand 1894 Opera
House, 2020 Postoffice. Tickets -;IE'Ib.!'.w{')—E:rjf\_\ are
available by calling 409/765-18%94 or by visiting
www ithegrand com
15=17 |Fri-Sun)

Linda Eder. If you weren't able to get tickets to
kder’s sold-out, one-night-only performance with the
Houston Symphony last season, now is your chance to

enjoy this incredible talent. If you were lucky encugh
to expenence her in concert, you already know why
she has eamed rave reviews across the country. From
the Broadway stage to Carnegie Hall, Linda Eder is a
talent not to be missed. Friday & Saturday at 8 pm,
Sunday at 7:30 pm @ Jones Hall, 615 Louisiana. Tick-
ets ($25-580) are available at all Ticketmaster outiets
by calling 713/224-7575;
houstonsymphony.com
15=17 (Fri-Sun)
Homes & Gardens. With over 1,500 exhibits, the
16th annual Texas Home & Garden Show is one-step
shopping for your home & garden. Includes: art. an-
tigue, & accessories showcase; gourmet cooking
shows; home & garden theater, home improvement
home building, energy efficiency, and A/C & heating
experts; and interior & exterior decorating ideas. Ad
mission $8 (kids under 14 free). More Info: 713/529-
1616 or visit wwwiisashomeandearden.com.
16 (5 )

Poets and Writers Ball, Mary Karr is the featured
speaker. Her memoir, Cherry, is the exploration of
growing up in east Texas Karr sketches the jolts and
pleasures of childhood & adolescence that shape &
L;hailﬁ-ngﬁ' the identities we build for curselves as adults
Before dinner—which will feature a menu from
Ouisie’s Table—three Texas writers, including Molly

or online at WY

hvirs, wall read brefly from their work. For more info
713/521-2026 or www inpnnt-inc.org
16 {Sat.)

Hlumination Gala. and[e:;ghl, necn, strobes
flashlights, lava lamps, tiki torches, black lights . . . they
will all be part of the [llumination gala. The evening
begins at 6:30 pm with cocktails & a silent auctior
featunng donated artwork. Dinner starts at B in a fan-
tastically decorated warehouse space. The meal fea-
tures dishes dopated by many outstanding
restaurants. Following the gala will be afterGLOW,
the official post-gala party where you can groove the
night away with some of Houston's top DJs. Tickets
for afterGLOW are $35 (dinner guests are invited at
no extra charge), Dinner tickets start at $150 with
sponsor levels ranging from $1,750-%$10,000. Seating
limited. Reservations: Elizabeth Proctor, develapment
director, 713/223-83446,

16 (Sat)
Beakman Live! The mad-but-wacky scientist from
the TV show Begkman's Warld takes to the road
Watch him make a flying bat materialize in thin air!
Marvel as Beakman breaks the sound barrier in frant of
yourvery eyes! Witness him feariessly stand in the path
of a speeding bowling balll And along the way, Beak-
man uncovers some very cool scientific principles. 7
pm @ Wortham Cenier's Cullen Theater. Tickets
($10-335) available at all Ticketmaster locations or
online at www .spahouston.org; charge by phone at
7131629-3700.
16 & 17 (5o & Sun)

Two Women, Sophla Loren earmad a well-deserved
Oscar for her performanice as a mother who flees war-
torm Rome with her preteen daughter during World
War [l They haope to find safety in the country hills, but
thewr experiences along the way—from starvation to
rape—ledve them defeated and hardened. The two
wormen must strugple to survive and heal. The 1960
film was directed by Vittorio De Sica. 7 pm in the
rium of the Museum of Fine Arts. Gen-
eral admission §5 (members/seniors/students 34),
More infa: 7

Brown Audito

13/639-7515 or wwwmiahorg
18 (Mon]

Listen Up. The Margarett Root Brown Houston
Reading Series presents Jorie Graham & Mark Strand.
Graham's callections | The Dreom of the Unified
Fiele € 74—19¥4, The End of Beauty,
er most recent, Swarm. Strand's works include the
o acted Poems, and Reasons
oth poets are recipients of the Pulitzer
e and MacArthur Fou ml‘!rﬁ n "genius’ fellowships
cors open at 6:45) @@ the Alley Theatre,
s Ave. Tickets are 35 (students/seniors
are availlable only at the door on the
ng. More info: 713/521-2026 or

WNWLIND N L=y

19 & 20 (Tue. & Wad ]
The Seven Last Words of Christ. Pulitzer Prize-
reads his original poetry,
“hnst, between the maove-
ast Words, which is per-
tring Quartet. The '“T.EI"'lE)-'
architecture, & poetry creates
= experience. Frr}senmd by
at 7:30 pm @ the Rothko
Tickets ($30;
vallable by contacting Da Camera Mu-

127 Branard, 713/524-5050, or online at

winning authar Mark Stran

based on the last

ments of Haydn'

Chapel, 14( students/semors

half prce) are

sic Center, 1
wiww ticketmastercam.
20 (Wed)
Jewish Gays & Lesbians. As a continuation of its
outreach efforts, |Evish Fami i Service will host a pro-
gram Leshians in the jewish Community: An
The meeting will explore the needs
@n jewish community and consider
7-9 pm @ the Montrose
701 Richmond. N
G |1:-\.-"rr-il| 1 .1i',:y- Mewman at |E‘w:'&|1 Far‘r‘nh.r
(667-2336, or you may e-mail her at

o RSVP is neces-

sary. \J Juest

<4

Service, 71

treswrman@@fsho

uston.org,

22 (F)
Houston Grand Opera’s inaugural BRAVQO!
gala features comedienne B.l. Ward in her ane-

woman show "Stand-Up Opera.” Called "a rol-

licking ride on the high C's” by The Washingtan
Post, "Stand-Lp Opera” puts a hilarious spin on
plots, prima donnas, & eccentric person-
alities. The show has toured coast-to-coast fram
Hollywood ta MNew York and is produced by TV
Gaordon Hunt, whose direction af
TV's Mad About You won a Directors Guild of
America Award, Tickets start at 375. 7 pm @

(')|)[;r‘§':.

& stage director

WG

HTRAND HELEASI

(utting-Edge Queer Cinema coninucd from poge 26

Above: Ruth Ellis ot a very
young age with o friend and at

100 years old in Li ing with
Pride: Ruth C. Ellis @ 100.
Below: Cheryl Dunye, director
of Watermelon Woman, and
actor J.D. Cerna in Alkali, lowa.

co-director. “This fund aims to
tap into the motivation and en-
ergy that fuels a queer artist to
make their vision a reality and
help them with the crucial last
steps that could make the differ-
ence between being seen by a
larger audience and not being
seen at all."

This year, funds went to
these four films: By Hook or By
Crook (directors Harry Dodge
& Silas Howard), a feature film
chronicling three weeks in the
life of a handsome, gender-
bending, small-town butch
with a nagging messiah com-
plex; Barefeet (director Sonali
Gulati), an experimental nar-
rative short film about a South
Asian woman who struggles to
come out to her family in India;
Making Media That Matters
(director Liz Miller), a docu-
mentary about a nonprofit or-
ganization in Nicaragua that
has managed to mainstream
controversial feminist issues
such as abortion, homophobia,
and domestic abuse through a
politically charged “Social Svap
Opera®; and Ke Kulana He
Mahu: Remembering a Sense of
Place (director Kathryn Xian),
a historical documentary on the
rise of intolerance and ho-
mophobia in Hawaii as a result
of Western colonization and
modernization.

To date, more than 50
films and videos have been
completed with assistance from
the fund, including Cheryl
Dunye's Watermelon Woman,
Barbara Hammer’s Nitrate
Kisses, Rose Troche's Go Fish,
Mark Christopher’s Alkali,
lowa, David Weissman and Bill
Weber's The Cockettes, Yvonne
Welbon's Living With Pride:
Ruth C. Ellis @ 100, and The
Brandon Teena Story by Susan
Muska and Greta Olafsdottir.

Each year, Frameline pre-
sents the San Francisco Interna-
tional Lesbian & Gay Film
Festival, the oldest and largest
event of its kind in the world.
Frameline Distribution is the
nation’s only distributor solely
dedicated to lesbian and gay film
and video. l

2317 Aye P

Laser
White
Teeth

in Record Time!

Gay Beach
7 Gay Bars

21 Rooms
& Suires

60-Plus
Attractions

Clothing
Optional Area

Complimentary
Breakfast - -
Happy Hour

Voted stt Lt}dging 2001
Gayest & Greatest Reader's Choice Awardsy

Rates From

The perfect get-away'
Don tWMISs Springtime 1n Ca

= Parakise

GUEST HOUSE
A Galveston Island Resort

[ — :
w ‘ Your getcious Bests Bdrege, Tim A Oscar

-~ ‘Illlhtropmai gardens, beautiful birds,
heated pool lm..r:mrtable rooms & suites,

o Joip s ffor Mardi Gras

February | - 11

www.galveston.com/paradise

409.762.6677

B877.919.6677
Island Properties, Reakors: our sirter company

e've beert selling Galveston for 20 years!”

!ﬂnlld,TX 77550
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\ * Sunvellce / Fraud » Pre Employment

\ » Background Checks » Aser Searchess Bodyguard Seovices

» Workers' Compensation » Courthouse Research

o All Civil / Criminal Investigasions

Proudly Serving Our Communisty %

‘ I.
T A
! " Houston, Texas 77098
Y (715) S26-7711 - Bae (71
| m-ﬂﬁ',(:az“' ppele 714 4 '
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Chiropractic Care

.

WELLNESS

Elizabeth ). Baker, DC
Kenneth W. Lester, DC

KIRBY
/1

Rehabilitation

Soft Tissue Injuries
Sports Injuries

Myofascial Release

2727 Kirby Drive
Suire 324
Houston, Texas 77098

713.526.5252

Auto Accidents

Work Related Injuries

2 8. e _ - »
BEST GYM IN HOUSTON 5 years running
Monday - Friday 5 am - 10 pm
Saturday & Sunday 8 am - 8 pm
www.fitnessexchange.cc

&4 FEBRUARY 2002
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for Sun

£3 Bellinis *

2320 W. Alabama ¢ 713/527-8588
Open 11 a.m.~9 p.m. Weekdays
9 a.m.-9 p.m. Saturday & Sunday

Find out how people across
America are using the
ancient art of Feng Shui to
bring success, wealth,
romance, health and
harmony into their homes
and businesses,

As featured on

Dateline and Oprah!

5- Sandra
| Nicholas

is a nationally recogrized Feng Shad
constaltant and lecturer who has com-
pleted advanced level of study wirh
world-renowned Feng Shust author-
ity Master Lim Yien. Sanda is the
founder of Femg Shui Enterprices and
has been tn practice since 1985. Her
toork s been featired on PRS' Chan-
el 8 and ABC Charmel 13 News:

Minaer oF FenG SHUL GuUiLD

For an appointment, call

713/621-1888

THUNDER
WONDER

The return of
In the Under Thunderloo

here never was a scene like this.

May 6, 1993. Limousines and

drunks. College professors and
skate punks, Fighting each other off at
the door for the hottest ticket in town,
only $5.99. In the bad old days, this used
to be ealled rock-and-roll theater. »
Almost nine years ago, Infernal Bride-
groom Productions (IBP) began its 37-
production history as Houston’s leading
homeless theater company with the world

premiere of IBP artistic director Jason Nodler's In
the Under Thunderloo, at the Axiom (then called
Catal Hiiyiik). * The revised Thunderloo features a
new set of rock songs by IBP associate director
Anthony Barilla with lyrics by Nodler, who also
directs. * Alternately set at the beginning and the
end of the world, Thunderloo follows post-apocalyptic
heroes Jake Steak and Photochick on their search for
truth, justice, and the mythical Woodman. Expeet
philosophical cavemen, poison pumpkins, dinosaur
cops, and the loudest, baddest, rock songs you ever
heard. And expect to book your tickets early.

What: In the Under Thunderioo
When: Opens Fri., Feb. 8 and runs open-ended
Where: The Axiom, 2524 MeKinney
Cosk: Opening weekend retro rate $5.99;
ticket prices for remaining performances $10-$15
Reservations/More Info: 713/522-8443

Clockwise from fop Fefr :
Cary Winscott, Jodi McLaughlin,
Troy Schulze, and Annessa Ramsey

Rockefeller Ha 1620 nington Ave. &

ds at 713/546-

or lwoods@houstongranddpera.o
23 (5at)

The Mercury Baroque Ensemble focuses on au-

thentically performing 17th- anc

Waugh. For more infa: Laura W
0277

rg.

:.f.Lf'-._eru!_:ﬂ}r MUSHC

playing on penod mstrum:e

s In orger to recapture

the intimacy & nu
concert, "Bacl
at B pm @ the
ter, St |ohn's

ce of Barogue music. Tonight's

Sonatas,”

ine Arts Cen-
dway at Wes-
theimer, Tickets

more info: 7

Death of a Salesman. B
Miller, Death of o
spent his whole life
asmileandas

3Ny I-'”"'i- o a

w Arthur

Salesman | Villy Loman who

way out there in the blue

dream” tums
finds hirmself at t
his rope. B pm

House,

020 Pe

avallable by calling

www iheprand.con

f N

p PLUMBING
SERVICE

Women-Owned & Operated
Plumbing Service Since 1985

* Residential » Commercial
» New Construction

* Repairs & Remodeling

* Building Maintenance

Amelia Reed
License #J-28054

Call 713/698-5012 (pagen
713/939-1552 » Hours: Mon-Sat,

e 7

PLANNING AHEAD

March 1 (Fr)
Brentano Quartet and Friends. [Da Camera of

Houston presents The Brentano String Quartet pet

Songs by Schubert and Fauré." The
s drawings for tickets to Da Camera's

ming e

joy your lunch while listening to the music at noon in

the Grand Foyer of the Wortham Theater Center, 500

h. More info: 713/524-7601, ext. 15
March 10 (Sun

2nts. You are encouraged to bring & en-

wartet No. 1

They are joined

by Steven

lar Song
dor Song

cKay (electric guitar) for McKay's Trouba

The 13th Annual AIDS Walk Houston (53 15

=nitsyn for Gabriel
B pm @ Wortham
20-%35: students/
omtacting Da Cam-
, 713/524-5050, or

and pianist Ignat

Faure's Second Piano HIVIAIDS. Last year's walk raised more than $35,00
with the help of over 4,000 participants. There is no
cure for HIVIAILDS, and it is infecting/affecting all com

munities, rag

Center's Cullen The

seniors half price) are
era Music Center, 1427 Br
online at wwwiicketmasts

March 2 & 7 (50, & Thu)
Fire i= a new exhibit by Jay Bra

& John Palmer. Fire f

hnicities, sexes, & ages. Currently, it is

that one in 90 Houstomans is HIV

pOsILive,
ing to the Houston Department of Health &

es, as of December 31, 2

son, Kelly Gale Amen Human Se

res fumiture created by Amen

. 10,628 reported indp
h HIVIAIDS. Beneficia
datron Houst

nizations. The

set an fire, and

Crocker. For more info: 713/227-9
March 6 (VWed )
A Little Day Music. Da Camera of Houston's free

unchtime performance senes features sopranc Karol

agby. For more info: Gwen

ext. 252, or online at

Bite

7 FIRE ANTS

hefove they hite 40u?
Low to zero pesticides used!

call David
Huffman

" Pest L
anageme
Professional

HAIR

ROBBIE

DESIGN

Odorless Commercial Services

Residential & Commercial Since 1987,
in the Montrose, Heights & Southampiton

713.523.1540

e e e | S-S0 W e

M3-52)-0188
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March 29 (f
Qutfest 2002, As one of the world's largest gay &
lesbian film festivals celebrates its landmark 20th anni-
versary, Outfest 2002 is now calling for submissions for
completed feature, animated, & short filrms, videos, and
documentanies. To be held in Los Angeles july 11-22,
2002, filmmakers from across the country and around
the globe are invited to submit their work and join in
the celebration of the gay & lesbian community’s vision
& artistry. Applications, rules, & regulations are available
from the Outfest website at www.outfest.org, Subimis-
sion deadline is March 2%, and final decisions will be
announced May 31,
May 3=5 (fri.-Sun)
Enchanted Rock Trip. The Houston Cutdoor
Group (HOG) is a social group for gay men, lesbians,
& gay-fiendly people who enjoy the outdoors . , . so
if you're a gay man, a leshian, or a gay-friendly person
who enjoys the outdoors, now's your chance to slesp
outdoors. Enchanted Rock is about 70 miles west of
Awstin & north of Fredericksburg. The group has re-
served three campsites (maximum 24 people) with
tent-camping only, This campout fills up fast, so for
more info, call now: 713/KAMP-OUT (526-74BB).
MNovember 2=9 (5o -5at |
2002 Sydney Gay Games. The Houston
Montrose Athletic Association with Mark Hoyer of
American Express Travel will be the rescurce con-
tact for the Houston contingent that will be going
to the games. Hoyer has worked out a travel pack-
age that includes discounted hotel & flight rates. Visit
the 2002 Sydney Gay Games website at
www.sydney2002 orgay for meore info about the
events & registration. For reservations, call Mark at
713/365-6266 (reservation cost $210),

PERFORMING ARTS

R s e T U
¢ Come Up and Slay Me Sometime and
Marriage Can Be Murder are presented by Mystery
Café, home of Comedy Murder Mystery Dinner
Theater. « In their new original production Come Up
and Slay Me Sometime, the troupe runs roughshod over
Texas history of the 1920s, as a national radio broadcast
takes place at a floating speakeasy. In attendance:
flappers, gangsters, historical figures, Mae West. &
Abraham Lincoln. With a combination like that,
somebody's going to wind up dead. * Marrioge Can Be
Murder takes place at a disastrous wedding ceremony
and can serve as either a warning to lovebirds or a
soothing balm to those who have already posted bans,
as they can say, "Well, at least our wedding wasn't that
badl" » Come Up and Slay Me runs Saturday nights at 8
pm in repertory with Marriage Can Be Murder, which
perfarms Friday nights at 8 pm. (There will be a special
performance of Marriage Con Be Murder on Thursday,
Feb. 14,2t B pm.) All shows are presented at the Prima
Pasta Restaurant. 2710 Richmond Awve. Info: 713/944-
CLUE (2583) or wwwmysterycafehouston com.

# Experiment with an Air Pump. In the same
room in two different centuries—1979 & 1999—two
families grapple with issues of scientific exploration and
its effects on human values. In 1979, physicist Joseph
Ferwick's household buzzes with saentific experiments,
furtive romance, & farcical amateur dramatics. In 1999,
Ellen, a geneticist, and Tomn, an English professor whose
job has become redundant, discover a dark secret
buried in the house for 200 years, Through Feb. 24 @
Main Street Theater in Rice Village 42540 Times Blvd.
Tickets are $20-$30. More info: 713/524-6706 or
wwiyvmainstreettheatercom.

# Fences is the first of two plays by August Wilson to
be awarded a Pulitzer Prize. This play, sit in Pittsburgh
in the 1950s, revolves around Troy Maxsen, a former
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MNegro League baseball player. Metaphorically, the
“fences” in the play are the barmers of desegregation
which separate Maxson, a proud man, from his dreams
and the fences he creates in loving his wife, his son, &
himself. Through Feb. 24 @ the Ensembe Theatre,
3535 Main 5t. Tickets are $20-$35, Mare info/reser-
wvations: 713/520-0055.
# Forever Hold Your Peace! |oin the festivities as
the tiny town of Dumpster; Texas, throws a wedding
in this ariginal Fertle Family comedy, Thursdays & Fri-
days at B:30 pm, Saturdays at 8 & 10:30 pm, through
May 12 @ Radio Music Theatre, 2623 Colquitt, Des-
serts, munchies, champagnes, wines, beers, cappuccino,
& soft drinks are available for purchase throughout the
show. Admission is $16, reservations are required, &
tickets must be purchased in advance at the theater or
by calling the box office at 713/522-7723,
# Houstan Ballet. Cleopatra—the most powerful
woman in the world; an en-
chantress for the ages: the
lover of two of the warld's
greatest leaders, Julius Cae-
sar & Marc Antony, Cleo-
patra comes to life in Ben
Stevenson’s sweeping epic,
which spans twa continents
and is punctuated by mao- fif
ments of unforgettable pag- § ' Lauren

- | Anderson
eantry & spectacle, Thomas i
Boyd's designs beautifully
evoke the languor & sensu-
ality of the Egyptian court &
the bare-knuckled struggle
for power in Rome. Feb. 28-Mar. 10 @ Wortham
Theater Center's Brown Theater, Texas at Smith
streets, Tickets ($11.50-%$104.50) are available by call-
ing 713/227-ARTS (2787) or in person at the
Wortham Ticket Center in the Wortham Theater
Center. For more information: www.houstonballet org
# The Laramie Project. The brutal murder of gay
college student Matthew Shepard—and the onsfaught
of media attention that followed it—stunned the
sleepy prairie town of Laramie, Wyoming. |n the after-
math, Motses Kaufman's Tectoric Theatre Project con-
ducted over 200 interaews with the people of Laramie
as they struggled to heal their wounds and face the
realization that "it can happen here.” The result is a
play that chraonicles daskness & heroism with equal
sensitivity. A co-production between Stages and Lin-
hinged Productions. Through Feb. 10 @ Stages Reper-
tory Theatre, 3201 Allen Parloway. Tickets ($32-$42)
are available at the Stages box office or by calling 713/
527-0113 or at www stagestheatre com.
# Lobster Alice. In 1946 Hollywood, animator John
Finch is busy creating the fanciful world of Wender-
land—anid falling in love with his secretary, Alice. VWhen
he's assigned to supervise the work of Salvador Daf,
Finch's predictable life is tumed upside down as he &
Alice are drawn through Dali's looking glass into the
gittering world of the bizarre, Feb. 27-Mar, 24 @
Stages Repertory Theatre, 3201 Allen Parkway. Tick-
ets ($32-$42) are available at the Stages box office or
by ealling 713/527-0123 or at www.stagestheatre com.
# The Man in the Trunk a new drama by Hous-
tonian Fernanda Dovalina, 1s about five Texans—a
feuding Houston couple & the three fnends who are
drawn into their turbulent exchanges; a gay man who
is the husband's best friend, a recent divorcee, & a
drunk copy editor. Tickets ar $15 ($12 students/se-
niors). 8 pm, Thu-Sat., beginning with a preview an
Feb. 21, through Mar. 30 @ Unhinged Productions,
3304 LaBranch, 713/524-8707.
# The Most Fabulous Story Ever Told. Due to
rave reviews and sold-out houses, Theatre MNew West

announced a holdover for its praduction of Paul
Rudnick’s brilliant comedy, The Most Fabulous: Story Ever
Toid, which deals with Adam & Steve and Jane & Ma-
bel in the Garden of Eden, Now running through Feb.
23 (Fridays & Saturdays only) at 8 pm @ Theatre New
West, 1415 California. Tickets are $20. For reserva-
tions: 713/394-0464.

# The Mousetrap by Dame Agatha Christie. This
quintessential "whodunit” has it all—unsuspecting
lodgers snowed in at a new bed and breakfast, an
unexpected guest, and a dead body. Tickets $10
(students/seniors $9; matinees $8), Feb. 22-Mar 23 @
Theatre Suburbia, 1410 W. 43rd St, 713/682-3525,
wiwwiheatresuburbia.com.

# No Exit, by |ean-Paul Sartre, is presented by dos
chicas theater commune. Three damned souls are
brought together in a one-room hell where their ac-
tions take on a twisted system of judging and being
judged by one another, illustrating what can and does
happen when people refuse to make choices and take
responsibility for them. As each character attempts to
accept and understand their fate, they are in a constant
battle between how they see themselves how the
other two see them, and how they wish to be seen.
This continual imbalance and irmitation leads to the
conclusion that “hell is other peaple.” 8 prm, Feb. 1, 2,
8. & 9 @ Upstairs at Heliotrope (formerly the Mauso-
leum), 411 Westheimer. Tickets are $10 ($6 seniors/
students), Reservations: 713/201-0193.

# Of Mice and Men. |ohn Steinbeck’s story is an
American classic, an examination of the true nature of
friendship in an unfriendly world. Set in rural 1930’
California, it mythologizes an America strugghng to
reinvent itself. Through Feb. 17 @ the Alley Theatre,
615 Texas Ave. Tickets are $25-$45. For more info
www.allevtheatre.org or 713/228-8421,

# Postmortem. A famous Sherlock Holmes por-
trayer & playwright invites the cast of his latest play to
his pseudo-medieval castle where a trap s set for a
suspected murderer. Tickets are $12 (students/seniors
$10). Through Mar, 2, Fridays & Saturdays at 8 pm @
The Company Onstage, 536 Westbury Square, 713/

726-1216. Reservations recommended.

pLE. ==

¢ Androcles and the Lion. "Every person must
be free to be"” iz the theme of this prize-winning
adaptation of the popular Aesop fable, A cast of
strolling players presents us with a miserly Pantalone
a bragging Captain, the friendly slave Androcles, & a
very endearing, funny Lion. Tickets $6. Saturdays at
11 am & 1:30 pm, through Mar. 2 @ The Company
Onstage, 536 Westbury, 713/726-1216.

# Catch a Ride with the Houston Symphony.
Find out how the symphony can travel by boat, plane,
and even flying horseback, before inviting fittle listeners
aboard the famous & well-loved The Little Engine That
Could. For children ages 4-13 and their families. Saturday,
Feb, 16 at 10 & 11:30 am @ Jones Hall, 615 Louisiana.
Tickets (adults $14, children about $9) are available at
all Ticketnaster outlets; by calling 713/224-7575; or
online at www, houstonsymphony.com.

# The Courage of Mandy Brown is a tale of the
Underground Railroad told through the eyes of a young
girl who must find her courage and make her way to
Canada and freedom. The play is rich with music &
song from its time period, and celebrates the human
spirit & its abiltyto triumph over adversity. Tue—Fri.
group performances: 9:30 & 11:30 am; Sat. public
performances: 11:30 am & 2 pm. Through Mar 2 &
Stages Repertory Theatre, 3201 Allen Parkway at

1905 westhelmer al hazard
713-528-2662
mon-wed 10-7 = thurs-sal 10-2 = sun 12-4
also in Austin — 6th @ Lamar

Drofoundly felaxing: [xt-e]j-lm

CA[L 7 I 3 -—502—04“44

. ',‘_ i i -
www.houstongym.com

713.880:9191

M-F 6-10 « SAT 8-6 * SUN 10-6
Massage Therapy 832-443-0237
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: ¥ ACUPUNCTURE
. (713) 781-3344
| Se Habla Espanol
All major credit cards accepted

13 Chminey Rock, StE 440 @ Ricuyoxp
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“Where we betiroe tn the Holrstic™ .
ur One Hour Massage staris at 5:35

Ayailable Massage Theraples:

SWEJISH « DEEP TISSUE . CRANIOSACRAL . REIKI . HOT STONE . SPORTS

- MYOFACIAL RELEASE « MYOTHERAPY . TRIGGER POINT . REFLEXOLOGY

mm PREGNANCY MASSAGE .. REHABILITATION EXERCISES
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FOR APPOINTMENTS,

CALL 7/3 626 220 HOURS & PRICES

Aézsséum“esz Freeway, Suite 142 » Hm.g;lonz Texas 77027
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Pride Card Offer

1/2 OFF

Any Spa Treatment

Ireat wourself to a

Good for 1st visit &
ist treatment only.

Center for
Healthy
Sexuality

Treatment of:
¢ lutimacy & Relationship Issues
Sexual Addiction
¢ Sexual Abuse
Obsessive/Compulsive Disorders
|)1-;lrt-»sil:uf.'\nxit'l) Disorders

Individual. Couple and
Group Therapies Available

Barbara Levinson,
Ph.D.. BN, LMFT

Licensed Marriage

& Family Therapist

17INSURED

RMT# MT026

| (713) 785-7111

~ountainview, Suile 132 He
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Waugh. Tickets are $8 ($6 each for groups of 10 or
maore): tickets also available online at wwwista ges
theatre.com; Infofreservations: 713/527-0123
# Highlights for Children was created from the
belief that the arts motivate & empower children to
thir critically and te enhance their
communication abilities, as well as to encourage them
nensions of creativity. $6 (85 for
JFeb 28 at 7 pm @ Galveston's
pera House, 2020 Posteffice, 409/765-
1egrand.com.
# Romeo and Juliet. Heralding from feuding families,
the Montagues and the Capulets, Romeo and juliet are
star-crossed lovers hiding their affections from the
|d. Pledg o marry they garner the secrecy &
tofalo lergyman. But can fove save them from

nk mare

to achieve greater «
chuldr

Grand

1 under 12).Th
1 189

1894, wawit

& violence to which the twa families
! Recommended for 6th—12th
ckets are $10 for adults; 38 for children/
/sernors. Main Street Theater at Chelsea Market,
4617 Man info on family per.
6706, Info on schogl
115247998,

have bound them

formances (Fet

$ Thief uf Sherwood Forest is presented by
Myste 11:30 am @ the Prima
713/944-

W afehouston.com.
¢ After Hours Satuire
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¢ Queer Voices.

"'ILI\."; mterviews, re
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ART/PHOTOGRAPHY

Q Katharine Cobey: Fiber Sculpture. Cobey takes
L s of art in her new
nclude a range of
tic garbage bags, &
skill & creativity as a
" -3—
13-4848
Ul & exciting new warks include
ortraits. Feb. 15
ray, 713/523-3765

Café on Saturd
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E (2583) or wwwmysteryc

R—
. midnight to 3 am, Featur-
1e) with Jimmy Carper

andays. 8-10 pm. Features, news;

and commentary, KPFT 0.1

# Rex Kare s DO
figurative ol paint
Mar. 15'@

i reception; Feb, 15, 6 !
0 The Tourist Project wil reach far beyond the
-onfines of the gallery space as MNew York-based artist
s the city of Houstan through its
unteer participants selected by lot-

tery will act as "tour guides” and bring Lee to places

¥ M Hful to them. While some

ight choose to guide Lee to popular tour-

ns, athers migh et 1o visit more private

as an automobile, dormitory room, or
elling and listen

s to be definec

t process

it plays hostta.Thr

Art G

CALENDAR
DEADLINE

for OutSmart’s
~ March issue is
Monday, Feb. 11, 5 p.m.

Look for Galveston's newest bar—J}immy's by the
Beach Doors apened January 18, although the grand
opening will take place after Mardi Gras. Cverlocking
the Gulf, immy's by the Sea is the closest bar to the
gay East Beach, and plans are in the works for male
strippers and karaocke nights. = “'| was happy being a
bartender says owner Jimmy Sweeney, who has
been on the island for 19 years, "but | decided it was
ume 19 n--'lklﬂ d Career '.J' it. | wanted to I:h-...DlI:-'I a
place where everyone can have fun. = Sweeney is
supported in this new adventure by his partner Gary
Bache and many friends. Open daily, noan to 2 am.
with daily happy hour prices 7 p.m., plus $1 mimosas
and Bloody Marys on Sundays. Corner of 9th &
Seawall (704 Ave M), 409/765-6911,

If you keep missing them for dinner,
brunch, Cole's Restaurant will be open for
Sunday brunch beginning February 10. Owned by
Richard Cole and Paul Long, the casual and cozy
borhood restaurant has great atmosphere for
k or a weekend dinner with
Dr. (between Michigan &
713/942-2100

try deing

il after wao
nds. 2100 Wal
Indiana) in the Maontr

nand—and
of fine -.'Iirmk_',

Sonoma returns, by popular

reopened January 31, This elegant o

closed just after Pride month 2(
regroup after the floo L OWNEr jay Allen
said the community just didn't want to see Sonoma
i Although Neil Markert will take
e management, the k

d. Howev

=turned he menu will include all you

favorites, only you will be pleased to see st

the prices are actually reduced! Watch for lunch in B - N

the near future. Bolstered by the success of Joe USIness ews
Watt's Theater New West and "The Magic -'.Ln

comedy classes—both of a glass bowl, $219, Black Dancers with Red Heart

Sonoma building sculpture features individual dancers in elongated
Tango Chais
cherry red tValentine
for any couple, $1179. The Pop-art "Why Darling
You're Beautiful'’ ceramic vase by JoAnn Delomba
exclusively for Cantoni, $899. Cantoni, 2889

787-9494

complex into an en cantemporary positions; $16%. The

mrnunity 141 supersuede 51
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tanment 1s s

designer

l_-;mg-'.!-'r‘i_'- Houstonlan and _.:1.|'.=1|'_1i' C
Michelle Flora announces the launch of her firm'’s
new website: www.lionsden.net she gives great
to her partner, Kim Morgan, for helping

her make it happen. Check it out!
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| * Install new front disc pads or rear shoes

|

|

|

|

l |
I Ong coupon per wisit. Mot valid witl [
any other offer. Expires 2/2802 F

ontrose

v 15114 Tart at West Gray

ReasonaBLE RaTes
Honest & ReuABLE
| Foreign & DomesTnic Auto
SERVICE & MAINTENANCE

CaLL Joxn Fower a1 713-524-3068

| 'BRAKE SERVICE | SAVE 20% OFF

|
Total Cost of Repair |
(Parts and Labor) |

e

Orie coupon per v

. Fiesurface front rolors or rear drums NC SPEC‘AL
| Roag tost vetick v LS : 7| 3 529 4 364
Note; Semi metallic pads, grease seals * Check Compressor 1 g i
rapack wheel baanngs extra If required * Check Lines I
* Fraon, any parts and labor extra
One coupon per visit. Mol valid with I

any other oifer. Expirs

\\ “Properly done, modern dental care should NEVER hurt,

should not be stressful and should last a long time.”

We employ the best and newest techniques and
materials because YOU are our
first and only concern.

My practice is not a “clinic” setting!

YOU get quality time, one patient at a time.
Every time. Come see how.much difference
a nonclinical setting makes for comfort!

Strict adherence to cutting-edge
sterilization of all instruments
and facilities.

Bruce W. Sm'th

i i N

i -

1006 MISSOURI ST.

! Hours By Appoiniment

_,f’) Restorative, Cosmetic and Preventative Dentistry for Adults Since 1981
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Bar Guide

9th & Seawall

JimmySs on the Beach

= Galveston Island

Noon - 2 AM = 7 days

409/765-6911

Happy hour prices on every drink every day
until 7PM; Suns §1 Mimosas & Bloody Marys

“Best New Bar!”

e -
-

Thank you for veting us

& _ Join us for “Cosmic Sundays!”
Frozen Bellinis and Happy Hour prices all day!
“Queeras Folk” at 9pm, $2 wells 8-10pm!

gty

BOCADOS

This homey Mexican restaurant serves
comfort food in a colorful setting, but on
Wednesday nights. Houston's women twrn
out for dancing and soctalizing until 1 am,
Popular with gay and seraight alike. The
Sunday brunch starts ac 11am and doesn't
end till 3 in the afternoon. 1312 W.Alabama
= 713/523-5230.

BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM

Best known as the BRB, Houston's
premiere country-western bar brings you
denim, boots, and cowboy hats. Located just
outside the Montrose, this bar calls
Midtown home. Voted the “Best Place to
Two-Step,” the BRB has two huge bars to
serve you—not [0 mention a great bar staff,
Whether dancing, playing pool, or just
cruising around, you're sure to see some
true Texas kicker dancing. 2400 Brazos =
713/528-9192
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BRICKS 1l

This neighborhood bar on Fairview boasts
a jukebox loaded with C/'W music. With
cement floors, cold draft. and the occasional
cowbaoy hat, you can belly up and drink your
fill in a low-key atmosphere where regulars
rule. 617 Fairview » 713/523-7217

CHANCES/NEVYY BARN/G-SPOT
Keeping up the Houston tradition of HUGE
leshian bars, this three-in-one spot gives
you a place to two-step, rock, and sit down
and wlk—all under one very large roof,
Voted “Best Honky Tonk & Upscale Lesbian
Bar" in OutSmart’s Readers' Poll. 1100
Westheimer = 713-523-7217.

CHULO'S ICE HOUSE

Chulo’s does a great job of creating a
friendly, quirky atmosphere. Built from the
remnants of a gas station, Chulo's is a step
sideways from the usual icehouse, The

o privote use 713-521-1613
02 TUAM AVE.
USTON, TX 77006
lncks Past Meteor Lounge

Benefits AHCH, Inc.
AIDS Howsing Caolifion Houston

purple-felt pool table, leopard-print
columns and table tops, funky lamps, and
cool johnny Cash poster on the fridge
welcome you. 512 Elgin = 713/520-5218.

CLUB RAINBOW

A mixed male and female crowd, this bar is
just off the curve in Montrose. D), dancing,
in a relaxed atmosphere. 1417-B
Westheimer » 713/522-5166.

COUSIN'S

Best little drag bar in the heart of Montrose.
Drag aficionados pack the place on week-
ends for its campy shows. 817 Fairview «
713/528-5204.

El)'s

It might be on the western end of
Montrose, but it attracts a crowd from all
over while keeping the charm of a local
colorful hangout. Mow with three bars, one

inside, one outside, and one on the new
second floor patio, you never have to wait
for a cocktail, so drink up and enjoy the
nightly entertainment on and off the stage.
2517 Ralph = 713/527-9071

GUAVA LAMP

This funky little spot is the perfect place
to grab a cockmall, listen to your favorite
tunes, and maybe shoot a round of pool
Like its name, it's groovy, hip, and a tad bit
kitschy. 2159 Portsmouth = 713-524-3359.

J-R'SISANTA FE

Where do you meet the boys! Right here, ar
one of Houston's gay insttutions, JR's boasts
everything from pool tables to karaoke to
table dancers, depending on the day of the
weel. 808/804 Pacific » 713/521-2519

KEYSWEST

It's Cheers in Neartown, Must-see décor

Keq§VV65t|

A New Home For You In Neartown

Enjoy Houston's Skyline From
(uest Entertainment ... Tuesday - Saturday
Your Officid 2002 Krewe Of Olympus
Post-Bal Entertainment Celebration
% -9, Robert/ Von | 9 - 2...Tony/ Richard
BI7 W. Pallas 5t. Houston ... Next To Best Western
71%-971-7870  Free Parking For Our Customers

s

LJ!" [:)Cf(k

;
-

s
-

featuring a piano bar and guest
entertainment, Tue—Sat. Check out the
clientele, and if you think they lock familiar,
you've probably seen them over at the Briar
Patch. Say hello to owners Joe and Jerry
and their seasoned bar saff. 817 W. Dallas
* 713/571-7870.

MARY'S

THE venerable local neighborhood bar in
the Montrose, Largest private garden patio
anywhere in Houston and an inside and
outside bar to serve you. Enjoy a game of
pool or darts, or just join the men relaxing
at the bar.Always a great gathering place for
local events, everyone should see the Pride
Parade from the roof of Mary's at least once
1022 Westheimer = 713/527-9669.

MELA'S

Houston’s favorite little Tejano and
country-western bar, this joint is mostly
women, pool tables, and music. 302 Tuam

= 713/523-0747.

METEOR

A step up from the rest, Meteor offers a
relaxing but chic atmosphere with its
overstufled couches and fancy glassware,
Handsome men and darling women gather
here any night of the week for drinks and
conversation. The friendly bar staff makes
this video lounge a great place to catch
your favorite TV or music videos.Vinner
of OutSmart Readers' choice award for
"Best Mew Club" 2306 Genesee = 713/
521-0123,

MO MONG
Voted "Best Martini” by OutSmart readers.

o

1312 WEST ALAB
713.523.5230

Bring your

Sweetie

for V-Day!

Call for
. Reservations

i

I fiouse Party
"g.-m%my.da)' Nig
- y

AMA

every Yednesday night the guys and gals
come out in droves to enjoy the multiple
martini specials. Located just behind the
oldTower Theatre (now HollywoodYidea),
this Vietnamese restaurant’s downstairs
lobby and outside patio do double duty as
a bar for the mob on Wednesday nights.
1201 Westheimer #B = 713/524-5664.

MONTROSE MINING CO.

Hang out with the leather/denim crowd in
this popular bar with an awesome stereo
system and gorgeous male dancers every
night of the week. If the dancers get you
everheated, head outside to the two-level
back patio bar to chill out, 805 Pacific
713/529-7488

NSOMNIA

Houston's premiere after-hours club. Enjoy
your favarite cockeall here until bam, VVied
through Sun.,but anly if you bring your own
This BYOB after-hours offers a game room,
large outside patio, and great music, where
you can dance till dawn. 202 Tuam » 713/
521-1613.

OUTPOST

Minutes from the heart of Montrose, this
country-style bar always has something
going on, Play pool, watch a show, or just
hang out with the regulars at this local
hangout with a lot of charm. 1419
Richmand « 713/520-8446

PACIFIC STREET
The heat is on at Pacific Street, where this
two-story industrial-style nightclub will get
you sweaty. With the best drink prices in

Under New

Management!

NOW OPEN

(pen Tues., Wed & Thurs--—5pm.- 1 Opm.
Friday & Saturday———5pm.-1 1pm.
Sunday Brunch——-11am.—3pm.

y

Reservations recommended for parties of 7 or more.

1415 California, Houston, Texas 77006

113-522-7066

Lunch Service to begin shortly.

s et =

~ February 16

Tbﬁpl"l" ~ "EDEN" PARTY I
Steak Night

Frdays 9pm - lam
Shieli__l- Lennon

with DJ Rocky B

| ﬁmday 8pm - 12am
'DYKE SHOW °::

o W §

= =

Fridays 9pm - 12am
Dance Off for
RODEO
TICKETS

—
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Bar Guide

town, you can dance all night or hang out
on the balcony for a better view of the
strip—or sneak out to the secluded back
patio for a secret renderzvous. 710 Pacific
Street » 713-523-0213

PARADISE

Enjoy this neighborhood-style bar and
private pato by charting it up with the
friendly bar stafl and the even friendlier
crowd, 2312 Crocker = 713/522-7366.

RAINBEOW ROOM

Qutof the Montrose and outside the Loop,
this is a welcome spot on the Morthside
527 Barren Springs off Ella « 281/872-0215,

RIPCORD

This "man’s bar” in Montrose was voted
“Best Place to Show off Your Leather"
With three bars (two inside; one
outside) manned by the best bartenders
in town to serve you, you'll never go
thirsty. Whether inside or on the ne‘»'p;l:rl'
expanded back patio, this is the hottest
place in town, where cruising takes on
a whole new meaning. 715 Fairview »
713/521-2792

RICH'S

The meeting place for the hip and gay
{ar just hip) for over 20 years, the iconic
two-story danceteria Rich's still packs
‘em in. OutSmart readers bestowed

several honars on this local favorite in
this year's

Gayest and. Greatest,

including “Friendliest Bar Staff" and
“Best Club If You're Under 21."
Ourstanding light and laser shows add
to the varied pumped-up music. 2401
San Jacinto « 713-759-9606.

SOUTH BEACH

From the ashes of the club Heaven has
risen one fine phoenix. A relative
newcomer to the bar scene and an instant
hit with the in crowd, the splashy new
South Beach is the place for high—energy
dancing. Its curting-edge design and techno-
chic sound system keeps the mixed crowd
of chicly dressed and shirtless buffed boys
pumped up late into the night. 810 Pacific
* 713/529-7613.

Galveston ]

BLYD SALOON

A perfect place for a relaxing cocktail
or a fun-filled evening of socializing and
entertainment. Mice big walk-around bar
and dance floor, right on the Seawall, with
a great view of the ocean, especially
from the new second-floor deck. Enter-
winment on weekends. 3102 Seawall *
409/750-B371.

EVOLUTION

A two-story entertainment complex one
block off the historic Strand.A huge dance
floor and bar keep this stay-up-late crowd
entertained all night. 2214 Mechanic »
409/763-4212.

PROFESSIONAL

=
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mtmse

”;‘Tt oM LOCH.RMT.

13.256.9490

Daily 9om - 8pm
In & Out Calls

Certificates

Gift
Available

‘Rist’aurant

Jw.-nejﬂmancanﬁutsmz -

e DBOO 10:00 PM; 7 days
‘Full Bar - op;zn 4 GO }JM

4 Frigndly intimatg atmosphere
“inthe heartof the Montrose

GARZA'S KON TIKI

The gay bar for the Island. Conveniently
close to all Galveston's celebration spots,
the Kon Tiki is a block and half from the
Strand district and the Pier. It's the place
to go dancing, with male and female
entertainers on weekends—and, of
course, the “show girls." Don't ask; just
go see for yourself. 315 Tremont (23rd) »
409/763-6264,

JIMMY'S BY THE BEACH

Newest bar on the island, owned and
operated by long-time bartender Jimmy
Sweeney. The tropical décor and the full
wall of windows overlooking the Gulf give
you plenty to please the eyes. It's the
closest bar o gay East Beach, and awner
Jimmy plans to add male strippers and
karaoke nights to the list of attractions.
Open noon-1 am, seven days a week, with
happy hour prices on every drink every
day until 7 pm, Corner of 9th and Seawall
(904 Ave M) « 409/765-6911

ROBERT'S LAFITTE

A real neighborhood bar; this venerable
place has been around forever The ¢lientele
is as colorful as the chandeliers that adorn
this Island institution. A great place to be
yourself or who you would like to be or
who you think you are! Sit gut on the
private lush tropical patio and grab some
of that nice Gulf breeze. Just twe blocks
from the Seawall. 2501 Ave Q at corner of
25¢th * 409/765-9092.

Beaumont |

The Copa

This bar certainly lives up to its name asa
hot dance club. This twe-story fun complex
has pool tables, a spacious stage, and a
staircase that would make MNorma
Desmond green with envy. You'll be
entermined by some of the prettiest “show
girls" from the Golden Triangle. The bar of
Beaumont, and the hangout for the hip
crowd from Lamar University. 304 Orleans
* 409/832-4206.

CROCKETT ST.STATION

A sweet, cozy neighborhood bar. Cute,
friendly bartenders serve up your favorite
cocktail while you play pool and socialize.
It's right around the corner fram the Copa,
se visit both on your next trip te
Beaument. 304 Orleans * 409/832-4306.

ngfm,é }lﬁﬁ»

for supporting
QutSmart's
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PET SITTERS

“s | Sit! Stay!

DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF
PETS AND THEIR PEOPLE

713-802-1220

http://www sitstaypet.com

Extended

Molly Maid offers
peace of mind
that's priceless.

packages."

* 1,000,000 cleanings performed
last year

» Dependable, consistent, and
thorough cleaning by
uniformed professionals

* Your maids are properly insured,
bonded, and supervised

* 100% written guarantee
of satisfaction

oy,

MOLLY MAID

INTERMATIONAL SERVICE SINCE 1979
The Affordable Necessity

281-580-5077

and more.

Call for your FREE
no-obligation estimate

Winter Sale
SAVE 20% - 50%

"Good things come in small

Loose Diamonds &
Semi-Mountings,
Diamond Rings,
Diamond Earrings
Diamond Bracelets,
Diamond Pendants

Some watch and jewelry brands excluded from the sale.

| WJ Marks

Fine Fashion Jewsairy, Diamonds, Bridal Jeweliry
and Beiter Swiss Waiches
Mon. - Sat. 10-6, Thur, 10-8

3841 Bellaire Blvd. 713-668-5000

Ask for Cass, your
community consultant
on fine jewelry

Serving the Greater Houston Area

Member of American Animal

Life doesn't have Hospital Association

to be difficult...

NEARTOWN
AnNIMAL CLINIC

Small animal medicine,
surgery, ultrasound,
radiology and dentistry

Joe D. Paxton, DDS.

psvchic readings
feng shui analysis

| NLP - neure-linguistic-programming
, (guidance and counseling

| —— 1314 WOODHEAD
(713) 5231627 713-526-1502

all sessions by appoiniment only
WWW.NEARTOWNUET.COM

Jeff Vannice, PhD

n’ i) l,-t'.;}(.h"! 4

Over 10 Years of
Professional Experience
e
Gay/Lesbian Issues
Children/Adolescents/Adults
Parenting Issues
Spirituality
Individuals/Couples/Families
—EE e e
1415 N. Loop West, #780
Houston, TX 77008

(Between Shepherd @ nd Ella on the N. Loof

713-426-4455
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OutSmart Marketplace

COMMODATIONS

OASIS BEACH COTTAGE
Galveston Island, Ocean view and Gulf
breezes. Remodeled 2 bedroom, high raised
cottage (circa 1914} Oceanfronl location in
the heart of the Island. To reserve call 713/
256-3000

THE LOVETT INN
flordable luxury in the heart of
Montrose. Beaurifully ap-

inted rooms for both busi-
ness and leisure travelers, All rooms
have direct dial phones, private bath,
brealdfast and color TVs. Also available
VCR, FAK, Jacuzii suites, pool and
spa. Walk to cdlubs, restanrants, shop-
ping, and public transportation. Con-
venient to Downtown, Galleria, Medi-
cal and Convention Centers.

T13/522-5224.

ANNOUNGCEMENTS

MONTROSE COTTAGES Seeking new or
gently worm tems for AIDS Transitional Hous-
ing Program. Fumiture, TV, radio, iwin sheets
and blackels, and household items. Drop off
by appointment, 713/521-1613,

EC Houston
elical f
Houston Chapter
Pro-Gay & Pro-Chnistian Felfowship

We meel the First & Third Thursday
from 7:00-8:30 PM for Bible Study, fel-
towship, and social events. Meetings are
casual, and bringing dinnar with you s
welcomed and understood.

EC Houston Is a part of ECWR, a na-
fionwide ministry of Chrisi-centered,
Bible-believing, evangelical Gay and
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Chris-
tians. ECWR i& nal a church, but a nat-
work of groups of friends whose primary
purpose |5 1o provide reconciliation, in-
tegration and opporiunities for Christian
growth for Christian lesbians and gay
men. We are both pro-Christian and
pro-gay!

Call 1-800-310-6718,

extension BIBLE {24253),
for meeting location.

EANING SERVICES

MOLLY MAID.

4 Fmreetndd Mame Stmor 1979
= Dependatle, Consistent, and Thorough
= Proparly Insured, Bondad and Supervisad
« 100% Written Guarantee of Safisfaction
Call 281-580-5077

Cleaning the house for the
one you love! (with & gift certificats)
3 . u
Jessy’s Cleaning Service
* Residential & Commercial

* Regular or One Tima
* Depeandable & Prolesswonal
Jessica Huerta
T13/681-6437 » Cell; 713/684-0950

*EMPLOYMENT

« MASSAGE

« MASSAGE

Sales & Marketing
Energy Reps Needed:
Take control of your future. Start your own busk-
ness by becoming an Independent energy repre-
santative selling energy to commercialresidential
customers. Earn manthiy nasidusls based on cus-
tomers’ monthly alactric usage. Excallent oppor-
tunity for those who ars students of want to do
this part time. Call 713/529-4809

+FOR SALE

The Aduli Toysiore. .
whcre dreams become reallfy.
www kimbarleighwashington.com/FREE_CATALDE/

Kimberleigh Washington
PO Box 7107728

Houston, Taxos 77271-0725 |
713/728-3608 |

. HFAITH!BEHUTY

Penis-Enlargement

The Only FDA Cleared
Medical Vacuum Pump On
The Market Today.
Gain 1-3 Inches.
Resolve Impotence.
Safe & Permanent.

For FREE info
Call 619-295-HUNG
or visit
www.Dr.JoelKaplan.com

= HAIR SALONS

=l e Faun
Avondales

HAIR SALON

L CHOCAER - ROARTHN T2 i
713/521-2444

oty iy WA T PHd Reburdy VD ETR

= INTERNET SITES

Mike Copenhaver, Realtor
www.Mike Copanhaver.com

- MASSAGE
You Owe It To Yourself!

MASSAGE 8Y KEN
I ar Cult '.\'.Ill‘r Convenien!

E:wuelm «Irl;g, Tl
By oppaintmient only
11 om o8 pm

Ask obout o

Firs! ke chent discount

Ken Claude
713/524-4759

Dave's Hands. Shialsu and Swedish mas-
sage with an experienced therapist. Relax-
ation and deep tissue combined into one
massage, Large and small persons gel greal
treatment from a strong man, 713/805-2048.

Massage Therapy. Therapeutic and deep
tissue by Jason. Memorial Park Town Home
College guy. AMT# 23870. 713/863-8888.
www.spaatthepark.com

Body Alivel Weliness Center, Inc.
O Hour Mos: i at S35

* [tospingy * Spo = Comal

Call 713/626- 2200 for uppolmmem

ARIEL MASSAGE

Monirose, Midlown and Museum
Disfricl. Speciolizing in Swedish
massage. Sessions las! approx 75
minutes. Rates: 560 session, Website
hittp:Miomatown ool comfanelmassaga

Tele. B32-368-8537.

Profoundly Relaxing...
Exceptionally Therapeutic!

£t ian

Paul Rullédge
713/592-0444

TX LicHTR304 16
Classic Haggage * PAINTERS

“In The Heights" PAINTING
Maturity and experience, Great rates, Re- SHEETROCK REPAIR
laxing, thernpeutic massage In private
studio in the Heights. Evenings 6-10 pm TEXTURES
and weekends 12:10 ;:m Call for appoin Call Marcia
ment, Byron 7 287 832‘56?‘3804

ROLFING—A whalistic process of bady edu-
cation and manual manipulafion |I?U|£Eiﬂﬂ on
odies’ connective tissua. Craale more
oy, ease, comior and responsiveness
n your Improve posture and appear-
ance. Develop greater awareness of body,
mind and heart. Free consultation. Craig
Ellis, Certified Rolfer. Call 713/320-7481
Torappolmmenls

inkworkxcd

Relax and Enjoy
Full Body Swedish Massage
Galleria Area., Jacuzzi
I'rivate Seasions.

Men, Women & Couples Welcomed.
Call Will 713/352-7004

HEALING HANDS. Caring and healing
hands with Swedish, Deep Tissue massaga
Balancing your life by restoring flow and en-
ergy. Peacelul, relaxing and rejuvenating for
total health, RMT#2233, Howard Kanelakos
T13/528-6174

Bonded & Insured

« REAL ESTATE/FOR SALE

Large or small gay nightclubs in Rena, NV
15 owned slots, bullding & land. Bast Bus
Bkg-800-208-9021

Spectacular 4/5 bedroom home near Hice
UMuseum area, Completed in 2000, Open
light and bright home with gourmet kilchen
wine cooler, granite counlters, Large family
room with built ins. Fabulous master with ve-
rantdah and large patio. Fireplace, possible
3rd floor. $875,000. Call Bryan K. Williams
Coldwell Banker Swilley Hudson 713/B68-
0456. Cell: 281/236-5475

Really Nice Heights Duplex Great oppor-
tunity for investment. A must seel Could con-
veri to single family home, $179,000. Call
Bryan K. Williams, Coldwell Banker Swilley
Hudson 713/869-0456. Cell; 281/236-5475

Charming and unique 1920’s California
bungalow in sought after Woodland Ter-
race, Updates include high efficiency A/C
insulated Pella casement windows and
doors, carpet and fighting in master bath. 8
ft privacy fence. Home features built-ins and
fireplace in master. $234,900. Call Bryan K
Williams, Coldwell Banker Swilley Hudsan
T13/869-0456. Cell: 281/236-5475

Great opportunity for investment. 6 unit
in main property, 1 garage apt and the pos-
sibility of adding one more unit! A must see
$249,000. Call Bryan K. Williams, Coldwell
Banker Swillay Hudson 713/868-0456

Cute 2 bdroom/1 bath In Sunset Heights,
Wood floors, living and dining room with lots
of charm, Nice size yard. $79,000, Call Bryan
K. Williams, Coldwell Banker Swilley Hudson
713/869-0456. Cell: 281/236-5475

- REAL ESTATE/RENTAL

( MOVE-IN TODAY )
Unique Private Listings
Homés * Townbomes * (ondos * Lofts = HiRies
$500-$5000 ALL AREAS.
APTS.— | MONTH FREE AVAIL

k Agent 713 = 526 = 7507

FOR LEASE

Efficiencies from: §375 « One bedoom
from 54%5 » Two bedroom from 750
Prime locations in the
Montrose and Gallerio oreas.
Call Jim Bartiey Rental Properfies
713/938-6968

- SERVICES

You can BEAT THE SPEEDING TICKETS
If you go to www.topnatchproducts com
Member of the (Bettar Business Bureau)
Check out our ather cool slulf

Astrology, Tarol and More...
Bridging the way between your conscious
and subconscious and higher self, when the
urge hits. Call Joseph Molina 713/683-0295

« VIDEO RENTAL

'......I'...I..

All the latest lesbion videos *
coming fo you every month!
Contoct New Victoria Videos,

RO, Box 810, Nonwich, VT 05055
Call 800/326-5297
or efmall new vic@aol com
for informalon on renting by miail.

s DO PO ORIRBIOEREDN

et 00w
*senane

« TRAVEI

TRAVEL!
OUTSMART!
The Travel Partnership, Inc.

SANDRA WILKINS
B60/437-9717 E-MAIL:
OUTTRAVL I @& AOL.COM

Rent-A-Clergy
There is an altemnative choice for the Gay,
Lesbian, Bi & Trans Community, Let Thomas
help you honor lile's special events: Holy
Unions, Blassings, Ma IFunerals, &tc
713/522-7626; RentAclergyman @ AOL com

Unique Area Sales & Leasing
T13/871.0777
713/304-4460
Kelly Brooke
europa(houston)realty
Featured Property
805 Hyde Park, Duplex, 2/1 Girl A/C
and Heat, WD- For Leass
4301 Jim West, Bungalow, 3/2

www, har.com/kellybrooke

= RETAIL

cabavet beutique
Houston's Premiere Lingerie Superstore

www. groticcabaret.com

ATTORNEY

Mark 't‘cmng

Attorney ond Counselor A Low

WHERE'S THE PARTY?

Your guast will know when you thiow your
next bash it The Community Center. Ideal
for commitment Cepermanen, brthday parties,
of meeaplians. Gat for mestings, oo
Extremaly reascnalie rates
Call Tim Brookover at
T12/524-3818,

Heruston Lesbien & Gay
Community Canter
B03 Hawthorna « Howston, TX 77006
T13/424-3818

Marketplace

information, call 713/520-7237.

MARKETPLACE AD RATES

Marketplace Classifieds are per column inch. Column inch widith is 1. 688, Word line ads
are 30 words or less, plus $1 per additional word and 50 cents for all words in bold. Add
additional $6 per Issue to have your classified ad appear on our website, Ads can also be
pleace on our secure website at www.OutSmartMagazine.com

1Month 3 Month 6 Month  12Month
Color Boxed Ad perwet 3680 3§54
B/W Boxed Ad psr v $45 LR
30-Word Line Ad $25  $23

Deadline: Feb. 12 for the March. 2002 issue, Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX,
or Discover. Or FAX It to us at 713/522-3275. Somry, we do not bill. Mail your ad and
payment to: OutSmarl Classifieds 3406 Audubon, Houston, TX 77006-4412. For more

You need more business...

Over 89% of our readers go out of their way to
suppport OutSmart advertisers...

FOR ADVERTISING INFO CALL 713/520-7237.

$49 344
$36 $33
$20 21

Local Montrose
Bar for Sale

Prime Location
Walking distance fo :1|l\ fher bars
C.nm 5
Call for

FOR SALE

Blue Zone Disco
1318 Westheimer » $§599,000
Call Jim Moore,
Coldwell Banker.
713/621-4953 ext. 152

OBITUARY

Danny
Wayne

Carver
12£27/54-1/1/02

Danny Wayne Carver went forth into the welcoming arms af the Father, the everlasting ban
guet of the Lamb, and the jov of the Holy Spirit. He succumbed

at sunset on the 7th of January following a gallant decade-plus battle ]
Doradn, Arkansas. on Decamber 27, 1954. He graduated from Harleton High Schaol n Harletor
Texas. and joined the National Guard and then later the United States Arm )
honorably discharged. He then moved to Houston where he lived for 27 yea
and creative. As a flarist, his creations awed and delighted. As a planis
As & Christian, his faith upheld many. As a “character,” his humar ane
wake, As a web master, his sites were eye-catching and claver, « Da
by his mother, Kitty, and is survived by his partner, Rabert Witthff: his
brothers Doyle and Randy; and & large group of family In Houstan an
oraveside service was held in Memary Park Cematery In Longview on January
friends celebrated his lifa omJanuary 27 at Grace Evanoelical Lutheran Church, Houston. Recep-
tion followed at the “Pink House™ on Bomar Street. where family and frienc
storles” « Danny was cared for by the Omega House in his last days. and his fa

18 devastation of AIDS

Y was bom

ANy We

Wag - Lanny

donations be made in his name to Omega House, B0Z Branard, Houston, Taxas
said that the staff and voluntears cared for him and “treated him like gold” = Dan
in his mansion with his harp of gold. and his greatly anticipated
fransit Robert, family, and frignds will miss him dearly and think of him fondly

singing flowers
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Eggentna|

ouc of

1712 Fairview

ALAN
DAVIDSON

Registered Massage Therapist

/713-942-0923

vered "Most Magical Massage”
by OutSmart Readers 1997, 2000, & 2001

Houston, Texas 77006
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OutSmart Advertisers

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

CALL 713/520-7237.

Show your OutSmart Pride Card and get special discounts, free admissions,

and exclusive offers from OutSmart advertisers!

ACCOMMODATIONS
The Lovett Inn
501 Lovett, Houston - T1A622-5224
m Hollywood @ Galveslon
Seawall & 31st.................. BBB/BAY-0899
SAVE 10% ON ANY TWO-MIGHT ACCOMMOD-
DATIONS OR LONGER
The Painted Lady Inn
SEN AMONID ... eceeerererr e
Paradise Gues! Houss
2317 Ave P/Galveston 1-B77/919-B677
ADVERTISING/MARKETING
OutSmarl Magazine
3406 Audubon Place
ASTROLOGERS
=5 Liny Roddy Astrology
.......................................... 713/528-5842
10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL READINGS.
ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
Brennan & Johnson Law Firm
2402 Commonweaith .. T1am22-121
10% DISCOUNT OFF HOURLY RATES.
Mark Levin, Attorney
2813 West T.C. Jester
Simon & Assoclales

210/220-1092

713/520-7237

. 2B1/355-7936

401 Studewood #350 .............., T13/524-6000
15% OFF WILLS AND POWER OF ATTORNEY
DOCUMENT DRAFTING.

Jim §. Walker, P.C.
1224 Portsmouth

AUTOMOTIVE
AUTOMOTIVE SALES

Fred Haas Toyota/Jimmy Jones

20400 |-45 N 281/297-7000

Jack Roach Ford/Stephen Rubin

6445 5 W. Frwy 281/588-5000

Sterling MeCall Toyola/Tony Miketinac

9400 Southwast Freeway ., 713/270-3968

Jay Marks Toyota/Debbie Johns

11711 Gulf Fresway 713/943-9900

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

E=4 Montrose Auto Repair

15117 Tafl 713/524-3068

20% OFF TOTAL AUTO REPAIRS. NOT VALID

WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
BOOKSTORE

Loho Bookshop & Cafe

3939 Mantrosa Blvd .

CATERING
Clayton Catering
1701 Calitornia 713/526-1800
CHURCHES/SYNAGOGUES
Bering Memorial United Methodist
1440 Harold ..... T13/526-1017

BOO/TI2-2934

713/522-5158

Creative Lile Spiritual Cenler
5326 Spring-Stuebner ........... 281/360-5157
Grace LutheranChurch

ooy BB T e 1135283269
Resurrection MCC Church
2005 Wt 713/861-9149

Zion Lutheran Church

3606 Bravchamp ... . 713/869-1493
CLEANING SERVICES

Molly Maid

6111 FM1960 W., Ste. 103

Perfection Plus Services

281/580-5077

. 713/895-2766

CLOTHING
Black Hawk Leather
T11 Fairview ...

Dervish

5162 Buffalo Speedway 713/668-0135
10% OFF REG.- PRICED MERCHANDISE.
Jewel's Boutique

THA/LEATHER

2404 Taft 713/523-3557

ma2m

3400 Montrose ..o 713/521-0804
COMMUNITY/NONPROFITS

Adoptions Abroad

15203 Greenleal ............c.or..... 2B1/218-6120
Lesbian & Gay Cammunity Clr
BO3 Hawthorme 713/524-3818
Houston Women's Softhall League
520 Columbia ...\l 713/502-5799
U of Houston Continuing Education
TR T13/743-1060
COMPUTERS/INTERNET
E=5 Copy.com
1201 Westheimer 713/528-1201
10% OFF ALL STORE SERVICES. NOT VALID
WITH ANY OTHER OFFFR.
Atomar Communications/Anthony Bures
o 713/528-0404
CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING
U.S. Construction/Joe Hlavac
P fap it aah 3 713/526-7679
ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Bunnies on the Bayou
PP R LT Www. DUnnies.org
Chances /The Barn
1100 Wastheimer ... T13/523-7217
International Exhibitions, Inc.
635 W. Alamaba T13/821-1184
Gay Men's Chorus
T13/521-7464 (521-SING)
Grand 1894 Opera House
2020 Postoffice, Balveston "
sevinssnsunsninsnsianerans SOOITAA-TI22

Get Your FREE 0/ e
Pride Card Today! "

Register at www.outsmarimagazine.com or fil out the membarship form. Membership is
FREE, g0 gt your card to build commumty, save money and have fun!

Houston Ballel/Cleopatra/Pster Pan
e inieseis iy cvassaissy T1SFEZ -RHTE:
Houston Symphony/Linda Eder
........................ s 713/224-7575
Jimmy's On The Beach
Gth and Seawall, Galveston ;
.......................... 409/765-6911
JR’s Bar & Grill
804 & 508 Pacific
Keys West
B17 W. Dallas T13/571-7870
Landmark River Daks Thealre
208 W. Gray 281/397-8124
Meteor
2306 Geneses
Club Nsomnia
202 Taum

713/521-2519

713ra21-M23

713/521-1613
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Chase Bank of Texas
T1ar1e-7000

Green/White Advisors
1225 N. Loop West, #1030 T13/B69-1144
4645 Sweetwater, Sugar Land  281/491-5566
FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS
Filness Exchange
4040 Milam
Houston Gym
1501 Durham . T13/880-21
Muscle Mechanics/John Aaron
617 Richmond 7 13/523-3330
Kimberly Marler, Personal Trainer
" B32/443-FTT
John Sherman, Personal Trainer
713/0962-8467
FRAMING/MOVIE COLLECTIBLES
Hollywood Frame Gallery
2431 Bissonnet T13/942-8885
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS/PRINTING
Avantage Design
4200 Mantrossa, #520 713/528-3311
15% OFF BUSINESS CARD, LETTERHEAD,
ENVELOPE ORDER
House of Coleman
901 W. Alabama.....
Vilven Design Group
B07 Hawthorne 713/526-3212
GROCERIES, SUPPLIES & LIQUOR
Kroger
3300 Montrose - 113/526-7865
HAIR/SKIN CARE/SALONS
Hair Works/Paul Richards
3224 Yoakum Bivd ... .. 113/522-5309
Legends Hair Design Robbie
906 Westheimer ...
Emanon/Dennis Cox
1122 W. Gray 713/529-0810
HEALTH CARE

COUNSELING/THERAPY
Alternatives, Inc.

713/524-8332

.. T13/523-2521

713527-0188

b st e o BOO/DIAL-GAY
Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP ....... g

(Look for the 5 pride card and merchant offer)

=4 Shane Hennesey, MEd, LPC, CHt
1712 Fairview e f13/522-0388
$10 OFF A ONE HOUR REIKI

Charles Junkin/Greater Houston
Guidance Center

281/820-8787

Barbara Levinson, PhDy Cir for Heaithy
Sexuality

e aatadLt 3mes-fn
Denise 0'Doherty, LPC, MSN, LMFT
3730 Kirby 713/524-0525
Boh Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP
4200 Montrose
Jell Vannice, PhD
1415 N. Loop W., #780 . 113/426-4455

CHIROPRACTIC

Chimney Rock Chirapractic Ctr/Art Keller, D.C.
3033 Chimnay Rock {13781-3344
E=4 Kirby Health & Wellness

Kennath Lester, D.C. & Elizabeth Baker

T13/622-7014

pe
5252

PLIMEN-

DERMATOLGY

Skin Renewal Cenler
4101 Grognbriar

DENTISTS
LileSmiles/Randy Mitchmore, DDS

. 713/533-0800

2617 W, Holcombe Bivd F13/592-9300
Jonathan Penchas, D.M.D., M.Ed.
315 Westhaimer T13/807-9877
Bruce W. Smith, DDS
1008 Missouri

MASSAGE THERAPIST/YOGA
Body Alive! Wellness Cenler

4625 SW Freeway FIY626-2200
142 OFF ANY SPA TREATMENT

Kan Claude

713/529-4364

% 713/524-4753
David Crawford
: 2681/262-5191
Oscar Garza
713/484-9507
=5 Atan Davidson/Essential Touch
713/042-0023
20% DISCOUNT OFF FACIALS
Craig Ellis Rolfing

Thom Loch Massage
713/256-9490
PaulRutiedge

F13/592-0444

Yoga Lotus Inc
10007 Westheimer, #110 713/550-1125

OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

Diagnostic Eye Center Bellaire/Stewart
Zuckerbrod, MD

5420 Dashwood, Surta 200 713/668-9118
Eye Excellence/Mary T. Green, MD,

Ph.D, FACS

6624 Fannin, Ste. 2105 7 -|
4 Chelsea Ploce T13/521-3

e R 7 837

[ g S <k e . e oyt S S - 742/527-000 :
| OutSmart Pride Card membership Form pl o MR . OPTOMETRISTS
| :::a I E;;: :;:r;_s 113522-T014 .EK:F: \:!E::::um 713/622-4411

[ess é I 058 s T13/522-7 it £

City Stote 7ip || B paniel Garces, ws. Lo, LweT N
| Phone E-mail 3316 Mt Vemon................. 113/526-8380 anchlide e e
e e e e e e B 20% OFF FIRST INITIAL VISIT.
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PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES
Kaletra/abhott Labs
1-800/441-4987
PHYSICIANS
Carolyn Gardiner, M.D.
411 W 21st, #2 i T13/802-9740
Dr. Pawan Grover
7500 Beechnut, #280
Southamplon Medical Group
R s Y AN ... 4101 Greenbriar
Patrick J, Machamara, MD ... 713/520-5537
Carlos A, Farinas, MD . 113/520-5537
Julia A Kovacs, MO . 713/520-5537
Shannon A. Schrades, MD ....... 713/520-5537
HOME FURNISHINGS/SERVICES

713/581-6611

Canioni

9889 Westhelmar .., 713/787-9494

Cities

1905 Westhaimar ... 7 13/528-2662
Dervish

5162 Buffalo Speedway ........... 713/668-0135

10% OFF REG.- PRICED MERGHANDISF

Gallery Furniture

G006 1-45 N

Siam Creations

17375 Hwy 249, Suite 2A-1 B32/237-5700
INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Jeftrey T. Bules

6575 W. Loop South, #185

Rob Schmerler

6575 W. Loop South, #185 ... T13/661-7700

INVESTGATIONS

K. Grilf Investigations, Inc.

1825 Lexington Bt 713/526-7T11

FREE CONSULTATION WITH PRIDE CARD

emsrreerrrensse 11 31045570

T1/E61-7700

JEWELERS
LW, Marks Jewelers
3841 Bellaire Blvd. ..., . . 113/668-5000

PEST CONTROL
Odorless Commercial Services
PO Box 130461 ........... 713/523-1540

PLUMBING SERVICES

PAX Plumbing / Amelia Reed
: 713/698-5012

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
Eo Avantage Design
4200 Montiose, #520. 713/528-3311
13% BUSINESS CARD, LETTERHEAD,
ENVELOPE DRDER.
Copy.Com
1207 Westheimer
House of Coleman
801 W Alabama T13/523-2511

PSYCHIG/INTUITIVE READERS
Sandra Micholas

113/528-1201

713/861-9888
Lilly Roddy
...... e 713/529-5842
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

REALTORS/AGENTS

Terre Coffman/Coldwell Banker

........ 3 7 13/869-0458 Ext. 220
Mike Copenhaver/ReMax Metro
3730 Kirby #300 713/528-1800
Bob Derr/Karen Derr Realtors
1034 Heights Blvd 713/862-1600
Richard Hill) Greenwood King Properties
T13/BA9-6142

Morgan Rockwell Properties
1505 Nevada
Ronald Kee Properties

T1AS28-577T

PO BER TI000T vz T13/523-4242
Bryan Williams/Coldwell Banker
..... disitiisiims 281 /23E-54T5

2323 Town Center ... 281/460-5858
MORTGAGE LENDERS

Countrywide Home Loans/Matthew Vest

or Roger Ray

2714 W. Lake Houston ........... 281/361-8546

Wells Home Fargo Mortgage

1301 MEKINNBY ....vrrrmssemsorsrons . 113/654-3085

TITLE COMPANIES

Alamo Title Company
2801 Post Oak Bivd, Ste. 100 .....cco.oioeniiians

. 1 13/993-2086

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE BARS
Acadian Bakers

604 W. Alabama ................ « T13/520-1464

Bocados

1312 Alabama e 1 13/528-5230
m Cole's Restaurant

2100 Wabgh ... . 713/942-2100

10% DISCOUNT ON ENTREES (2 ENTREE
PER CARD, PER VISIT) EXP 2/28/02
Crostini

2411 5. Shepherd ..........
Lobo Bookshop & Cafe
3839 Montrose

Mapic Island

. T13/524-8558

T13/522-5156

2215 SW Freeway ......... 713/626-2442
Ming's
2703 MOntrose ..o 713/529-7688

Moche Cacina Y Bar
2409 Montrose

Sonoma

1415 California -
Riva's Italian Restauranl

. 13/523-8559

T13/522-T066

1117 Missourl
Zigoy'’s
2320 W. Alabama. i 11315278588

TELEPHONE SERVICES

CABLE/TELE INSTALLATION

Comm-King/Kim Berry
o 3 713/522-1248

CELL/WIRELESS TELEPHONES
=54 Premier Paging & Wireless
12220 Murphy Road, Stafford | 281/575-8500
1450 W, Sam Houston Plwy, N, #111

SR ot . T13/465-8883
GALL FOR PRIDE CARD SPECIALS
Telecom Wireless

2808 Milam ..., 713/807-1100

12320 Bellaire ..., " . 2B1/568-6108

5193 FM 1960 W : «281/387-7320

11507 Belkaire ... e 2B 1/088-T400
TRAVEL

Concierge Travel Inc.

5008 Mimosa - T13/861-2117
VETERINARY/PET SERVICES

Neartown Animal Clinic

1314 Wondhead

Sit Stay Pet Sitting Service

2015 Shaldon St

T.3/626-1502

T13/B02-1220

You need more
business...

Over 89% of our readers

go out of their way to
suppport OutSmart advertisers...
FOR ADVERTISING INFO
CALL T13/520-7237.

SELING & PSY

* Licensed Professional Counselor
* Certified IMAGO Relationship Therapist
* Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

* Licensed Chemical Dependen

* 20 Years Counseling Experience

DENISE O’'DOHERTY

HOTHERAPY

cy Counselor

3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 910 » HOUSTON, 77098

(713) 524-9525

Call for a Free brochure
Ask about our specials!

/713.550.1125

YOGA

‘.’ LOTVS

At the Carillon Shopping Center

10001 Westheimer =

Offering
Traditional
Hatha Yoga

& Power Yoga
Beginner to Advanced

Houston, Texas 77042

Free Phone Consultation

713.526.8390

Voted “Favorite Therapist” OutSmart
2001 & 2002 Magazine Readers’ Poll

Daniel Garces
Psychotherapist/Consultant

S

7 I "{ 5 i;U I |2 5 r"isir “Daniel’s Mind" online at; www.dansmnd. et

E-mail: dan77006@yahoo.com
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1 The reception after the inougural of
Ada Edwards (|| was held at Itz All
Good Creole Kitchen, With Edwards
is liz owner Barbara Jackson.

2 A performance of Folsetios was
presenied Jan. 21 at the Alley Theaire
to benefit the Center for AIDS. Co-
director Paul Heope (1] and Todd
Woaite, both from the Alley,

3 Krewe of Olympus coptains Denise
Martin {|) and John Weinland ot
tha 12th Night Mask-arade Fundraiser,
Jan. 12, at the ltalian Cultural &
Community Center.

4 Kelly Wyatt (l] and Kim Cade af
the GLBT Chamber of Commerce Naw
Year's Eve gala al the Warwick Hotel.
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AlDS Walk kickeff, Jan. 16, at Chipotle
5 Misty “Blue” Burciaga [in blue)
with her Blue Crew

6 AIDS Foundation Houston's Ken
Kelley (l] and Crawford Bunkley
of Exxon Mabi

Receplion for Mayor Lee Brown, Jan. 2:
¥ Gerald Size (l) and Janine
Brunijes.

& Sue Lovell (|} and Sylvia Garcia

@ Students from the Texas School of
Business collected money for the
Montrose Counseling Center.

10 A showing of artist Don Snell’s (1)
work, Jan. 13, at the Houston Heights
Fire Station benefited the Montrose
Clinic. With Daniel Edwards

11 (L-r] Shane Champagne,
Doug Wright, Mark Howard,
Jimmy Sweeney, Gary Bache,
and Mel Kennedy reading
QOutSmart magozine at Jimmy's on
the Beach

12 Celebration of the life of Kip
Granberry, Jan. 13, with his family
and friends at Guava Lamp. Kip's
partner James Cook (bottom left)
and Kip's mother Peggy Walsh

[second from right)
13 BCBC Jungle X Kickoff, Jan. 20.

The Compaq marathon was Jan. 20:
14 Bering United Methodist Church
marathon runners raised $3,000 for
the Bering Support Network.

B - UMCHED:

$

MONTROSE
COUNSELING
CENTER

15 John Gassett gives a big smile
at the 10-mile mark.

Stages staged o weekend full of
communily events in conjunction with
the apening of The Laramie Project
16 KUHT town hall meeting
“Contronting Hate in Our Community,”
Jan. 17, with (I-r) Chaja Verveer,
Mahmoud El-Gamal, Judy
Shepard, Ernie Manouse,
Louvon Harris, Mel White, and
Susanna McMahon

17 HAT.CH. benefit, jan. 19,

18 Randi Driscoll benefit per-
formance, the Vintage Bar, Jan.19.
19 First Unitarian’s Rev. Bob
Schaibly (I} with Rev. Mel White
of Soulforce at a panel discussion,
Jan. 19.

1 THOMAS CHELENA
EN; ALL OTHERS - DALTON BEHART

N1z - DanNY

WALKER

FEXASTIAWYER
Personal
Injury
Attorney

Criminal Cases

DWI

10. Single? Gel 5000 minates only $19.99
e 569.99

g . Tnlove? Share 8000 minules only

e black book,
nones are better than 3 kit
h ?;mm‘.d 950 names & numbers!

7. Remember. more phones to chooge from
" than Men ot JRS

6. Proudly serving OVR community sinee 1993
5. Phones available in every eolor of the rinbow
1. Send and peecive sizzling e-mail on your phone

3. PREE DEUVERY

d
small enough for a purse, i
e . “loi;::é?\ enouh fora 'nutrh!]

Committed, Experienced, Agpressive : - y @ ‘ep 0
Cammitted, Experienced, A N N\ {, The Premier Pronise duaantees
. - —ﬁ

\

ot R o o e N you'l reetive |
the ahsolute best deal!

WALKER WL e, o

{ HUNTER < o,
5 P.C. Premier
PAGING & WIRELESS

| |I,, );:,l’t{n:l::":'-l-lll,% Communicate with Us.
www.callpremier.com
-1117 @ 713-465-8883 281-575-8500

739229034 14.5.0 W Sam HOU?‘?P. f‘kl.-..-y N. . ;1 2220 Murphy: Road, Stafford

ek Lirwbid ferw offer =
i
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SignOut
by Lilly Roddy

ercury, planet of coammunication,
goes direct on the 8th and is back
up to speed on the 11th, You can start

all new projects then—buy a car or have some-
thing worked on that needs it. Saturn, planet of
career and future obligations, also goes direct
on the 7th. Time to work on your goals for the
next six-month period, at which point you will be
reviewing your plans for the future again, = The
new Moon on the 12th is the beginning of the
Chinese New Year, the year of the Horse. Since
Chinese astrology runs on a lunar calendar, the
new year always begins on the new Moon after
the Sun enters the sign of Aquarius. * February
2 is Candlemas, groundhog day, Imbole,
Powamu, or Brigid. This is the middle of the cycle
between the first doy of Capricorn, the Winter
Solstice, and the first day of Aries, the Vernal
Equinox. These points align with the seed thal is
planted within that is not yet visible. «
The Sun begins the month in Aquarius
and progresses into Pisces on the 18th
Mercury begins in Aquarius and re-
mains there for the month. Venus also
starts the month in Aquarius but slides
into Pisces on the 11th. As for the other
planets, Mars is in Aries, Jupiter is in
Cancer, Saturn is in Pisces, Pluto is in
Sagittarius, and Neptune and Uranus £
are in Aquarius

Aquarius (lan. 20- Feb. 18] ltis your birthday
month. And with so many of the planets in your
sign, this is a fime of growth, uneasiness, and
relentless pursuing of those things that seemed
unobtainable in the past. You are to the point
that you will not tolerate bull manure from anyone
about most anything. Of caurse, we will just think
you are cranky and didn’t like your birthday gift.
You are really questioning your life, direction,
se!F—worTh, connechon to lha unwers{ﬂ 5'p|r|‘r, und
if you should have that extra piece of chocolate.
Go ahead and do it. In @ hundred years, who
will know?®

Pisces [Feb. 19-March 20) You have been
wandering fer over a year. Most recently, your
life hos been a garage sale and everything is
up for sale. Where are you going and where
will you end up?® Every place you have landed
only seems like a place fo visit. After the 10th,
you are finally ready to make some decisions,
You are narrowing down your choices and
you will find a home—even if you haven't left
yours. You are so tired of being controlled
by the flow of the tides that you are going to
create your own waves.

Aries (March 21-April 19) Mars, the planet of
action and your sign's ruler, is moving through
your sign making this an active month and giving
you the “all right already!” syndrome. I you've
been trying to gear yoursall up for a
80 FEBRUARY 2002
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confrontation, this is certainly the month for it. If
your relationships don’t have enough spice and
adventure, you will just substitute fighting. New
friends are on the horizon. After the 10th, get
out there and find them.

Taurus [April 20-May 20)] Your career hogs
the spotlight with confusion and more confusion
for many of the cows, bulls, and calves, You don't
know what you wanf to de—you just know that
you're bored and restless with what you have
been doing. A fulk-blown rebellion is brewing for
the 6th and 13th—best to take those days off and
have two mini-vacations. Relationships that
demand clear answers from you can also put
you off. You are much clearer ofter the 28th.

Gemini (May 21-June 21} You are not at your
best as the month begins with your ruler (Mercury)
retrograde. So, don't look for solutions or
resalutions until after the 10th. You will be more

Happy Birthday to
Sheila James Kuehl
Borm February 9.1941,
Kuehl is the first open gay o1
leshian to be elected to the
California Legislature.

confusion about your lite choices. You are on
the verge of making some decisions, and after
the 10th, you are on the path. A place for
everything and everything in its place.
Relationships that don’t fit into this flexible
structure will be giving you a pain in the ankle.
They will have to shape up. Your career is about
to take off. This will spotlight much of your life
over the rest of the year.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) You are feeling
playful this month. Visit the theater or the opera.
Take classes that enhance your creative urges.
Consider some costume drama sex. Zest lurks
like a kitten in the relationship area. Ennui can
be extra harmful in established relationships.
Career aclivity is going well, ond your
motivation rises at the end of the month. After
the 10th, any effort inte promotion is gaing to
pay off. Meet with as many new people and
groups as you can, They will bring fabulous
benefits in the near future.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21] You are
thirsty for the grounding of hame.
Even though the holidays are over,
you may wanl to do some cozy
entertaining. For some of you, this will
show up as an itch to move or
redecorate—or have increased con-

Inset: Sheila James in the sarly '60s from the
TV sitcom The Many Lives of Dobie Gillis

tact with the parental units. Exercise
would really help as a ground wire

S
than ready lo get on with your life at that point
Indeed, you will demand that people around you
QET their acts rogefhm or put !|'|ar'n on the road.
You are ready with valuoble advice but are bored
with the whiners. Personal relationships are fense
to unbearable by the latter part of the month.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22) | know you have been
wanting to study the meaning of life ond this is
certainly the month for you fo do that. Surface
valves and explanations will not satisty you—and
you may drive some folks crazy as you iry to gel
to the bottom of everything. Sadly, it's best to
accept that some things are just shallow.
Relationships are tense because you nead lots and
lofs of reassurance. Just ask your parimer to do
something special every Friday for you. Carear is
an adventure land. You are the alpha crob. Pick
up your claw, walk sideways, and tallyhol

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22] It's the month of the
relationship dance. And your themes are caich
me if you can, hide and seek, don't fence me in,
and better not ignore me. And you wonder why
your relationships have se much drama. There
may be a parting of the ways for those of you
whose pariners are tiring of the nightly drama
whirl. Friendships need to have a purpose. And
any that take too much work? Sayonara.

Virgo (Aug. 23-5ept. 22 Time for some beauty
and order—all that clutter is just adding to your

for the tension at work. Relationships
can’t be too demanding this manth. Now, next
maonth, that is a different story.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Youare in a
similar organizing mood as your solar oppasites,
the Geminis, working to finish up old projects as
the month begins. You are really feeling the push
to get on with things. And that intensity only
increases after the 10th. Relationships need goals
and commitments—those partnerships that are
lacking may be over by May. Home-based
activities are more important as the month closes.
Center on your family or your domicile.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19| Now that the
holidays are over, the bills are coming in and
money and security fill your vision. You have been
feeling so alone in this area that no one is really
helping you. Forget that stuff—you're asking for
help, and the time for "please” is over, Your boss
and your partner will be the first paople you
confront about this. You want more and your
reasons are sound. Your partner’s help is on the way,
especially after March 1.
Even if you don't have a
pariner, you will attract
someone fo help you.

Lilly Roddy iz a_Houston-
based astrologer, She can be |
reached at lillycath@aol com
or http. | [eommunities. man.
eom | LillysAstrological Pad

THE LOVETT INN

Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

Historic Accommodations » Corporate Meeting Rooms
* Banquet Facilities * Jacuzzi Suites » Pool/Hot Tub
» Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center

501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006
(713) 522-5224 » (800) 779-5224
Fax (713) 528-6708 Lovettinn.com

YOU'LL LOVE IT!

MEd, LPC,CHI

shane hennesey

* Hypnotherapy & Psychotherapy

+ Addictions
* Body/ Mind/ Energy work
« Spiritual growth & exploration
* Reiki
* Bach Flower Remedics
1712 Fairview

clha

et ha

713.522.0388

cepled ALash pecelpls Tor insurance relmbu rse

Enhance Your Skin's Appearance Using the Latest Techniques and Technology
Microdermabrasion I:p'liighf Hair Reduction = Synergie Cellulite Reduction
Folofacial Skin Rejuvenation with Pulsed I_ighl * Ultrasonic Youth System
Collagen Injections = Botox' Injections = Laser Vein Trealment

Call for a
comtpitmentan;
constiltation.

4101 Greenbriar, Suite 355

(713) 533-0800

www.theskinrenewalcenter.com

You invite the guests,
and we'll do all the rest...

* 10-2,500 Guests i o
« Service Personnel
« Flowers
e Box Lunches
= Luncheons, Buffets
& Seated Dinners
= Office & Private Parties
+ Wedding Receptions
= Cocktail Receptions

=L

JOY CLAYTON, Owner

Clayton

(Catérin

Full Service Caterers

1701 California St. » 713-526-1800

B
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Over&0ut

| U.S. Construetion
& Services

(Our capabilities include)

‘ * Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
* Ceramic Tiling
* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Room Addition and Siding

! We are an owner-operated company serving the
Houston arsa for over 26 years, specializing in
residential and commercial remaodeling. We have
many salisfied references, both residential and
commercial, for your review. If we can be of

l gssistance, please call.

Turn your house into
p Cali for a free estimate. the home of your dreams.

U.S. Construetion & Services «
(7]3) 526-7679 » Pager 713/698-0103 » E-mail: uscon@pdq.ne? Joe Hlavac, Owner

8 £ .  Wehawea

FRIDAY-SA

[ love you as the morning

Loses its laziness, |

BLKHWKLTHR(@AOL ., COM

: b g ¥y \ q J" "'
I love you as the day progresses ! A, S e sty [ 3 . &
[ love you in the heat of the night l . HaRes o =
And in the coldness of the day f E
<
Lad
[ love you when you are not, e chaps n
I
And I love you when you are Q ™
vests
[ love you just because, . <= shorts
And | love you for a thousand reasons at once |
1 + pants
[ love you for walking into my life, I (C harness
And | love you for staying away, 4 m T oys
But never apart.
| -J & more...

Alonso
Photograph by Brenna Abels




Is thatl am:

A naked man.

—#ﬁuiy Littell

e journey of the human spirit?

$15 in advance The Gay Men's Chorus

- $18 at the door of Houston
y James B. Knapp, Artistic Director
Order on-line: presents 3

.emch.org/tickets SOPHISTICATION

featuring the Houston premiere
of the acclaimed

NakedMan
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