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2004 SAAB 9-3
LINEAR SPORT SEDAN

¥299:-

'5] 200 down pimt

In 36th montt

Saab 9-3 Linear Sport Sedar

Turn in vehicle and pay

52 disposition
OR
¥ 5.25605 3&th month pmt

5.9 % Apr
MOT A LEASE

2004 SAAB 9-5
ARC SEDAN

MO/
47 MO!

E ! .630 gown pmiL

S1‘1,?44!0!bt' mmonth prmt
3.9% apr

MNOT A LEASE

TURBOCHARGED ENGINE
Saap ACTIVE HEAD RESTRAINT?
MNO CHARGE SCHEDULED MAINTENAMNCEH

LEATHER-APPOINTED SEATS

I ==t=3 e
rea3ro=mhaAnce
2 LOCATIONS:
10505 SW Freeway * Houston TX 77074 » 713.981.4400 | 18855 Highway 59 N. « Humble TX 77338 * 281.964.4660

state of independence

sales@PerformanceSaab.com

Alex Castillo — Pre-Owned Sales
713.981.3911

James R. Vanya — Sales Manager New Car Sales

713.981.4400 www. PerformanceSaab.com

N other program offers.

'HOUSTQN PREMIERE :
ISUN S3AN"TS,

Premiefe sereening broug
you b HRC and Showtim

Pre-party®6pm ¢ Streening 8pm
at METEOR 2306 Genesee at Fairview

Free Admission * Giveaways

iks Inc. All rights d. SHOWTIME and rel

‘'m James Vanya, New Car Sales Manager at

Performance Saab of Houston. I'm proud
to be part of the GLBT community and a
member of the Greater Houston GLBT
Chamber of Commerce. Performance Saab
of Houston embraces diversity and is eager
to suUppOort our community.

‘ h 'hen you test drive a

new Saab during the
month of January, mention
this ad and Performance
Saab of Houston will donate $15 to
the Human Rights Campaign. | look
forward to working with you.

Don’t pass up Performance for Price!
Choose from over 30 Saab Certified Vehicles!

2001 VW Beetle GLX
DR HATCHBACK, MANUAL, TURBO
SLINROOF ABS, LEATHER, 24K MILES, A
BEAUTIFUL CAR AND A BARGAIN AT 515,695

2002 Ford Ranger

2003 Saab 9-3 SE
CONVERTIBLE, LEATHER, AUTO, SPORT  EXTENDED CAB XLT, AUTOMATIC, V-6
PACKAGE AND A/C — CERTIFIED THRU  AIR CONDITION, ABS, 18K MILES, BET-
SAAB WITH 72 MONTHS AND 100,000  TER HURRY ON THIS ONE AT §13, 695
MILE WARRANTY — ONLY 245 MILES ON
THIS ONE! $36,995

50058

James R. Vanya
Sales Manager New Car Sales

o . . 713.981.4400
2000 Saab 9-5 : .2303 Sfm 9-3 N 2001 Saah 9-3 SE sales@PerformanceSaab.com [/ ) :
SPORT WAGON LEATHER, TURBO, A/C, AERO SEDAN, LEATHER, SUNROOF TOTALLY  HATCHBACK, LEATHER, AUTO | %1
: 7 : e www.erformanceSaab.com ! L AITR

LOADED CAR WITH ABS AND TURBD

CERTIFIED THRU SAAS WITH 72 MO-100,000
MILE WARRANTY ONLY 5814 MILES ON THIS
ONE. COME CHECK IT QUT QUICK AT 536,955

Credit Problems? We can help!
Don’t let past credit problems stop you from trying Performance!

MATIC, TURBO, ABS AND AN

AUTOMATIC, 44K MILES - CERTIFIED
ABSOLLITE STEAL AT 57,995

THRU SAAB WITH 72MO/100 COOMILE
WARRANTY. A GREAT BUY AT 518995

Pe3rO3MANCe
sAAB

10505 SW Freeway * Houston TX 77074
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CUSTOM KITCHENS & BATH

Custom Renovations
New Construction

Unigue Design & Planning

DN Classic Design & Construction

David Nadolney
713.869.3440 « Houston, TX :
Crownpointhomes@anl.co =L

Louis XIII

the Salon
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Hair * Color
Stylist positions now available for
comission and lease
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The Schrader Clinic in collaboration with
Houston Area Community Services will be
offering FREE HIV & STD testing services
performed by certified counselors between
2-4 every Friday afternoon. Completely
anonymous & confidential. No appoint-
ment necessary.

Family Practice * HIV Care

Internal Medicine
Dr. Shannon Schrader:
Best Physician

‘OutSmart Readers
Choice Award 2003

i "1 4101 Greenbriar * Suite 200

SCHRADER Houston, Texas 77098

C I. ] N | C Most insurance plans accepted.

Visit our website at:
www.theschraderclinic.com
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Dine in the serene atmos phere of water ﬂowmg
from the fountain € soft sounds of the piano.

Buy one entree at a regular price
receive a second entree free
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good for the month of January only
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Your realtor

for all walks

g

713-713-862-1600FaAX 713-526-6027 WWW.KARENDERR.COM

Park Memorial Condo Grand Montrose Traditional
Prime location Impeceable
2/2.5, 1690 sqft. $165.000 [:mn||[rh- Restoration
4/2.5. sqft, $575.000

GLEN FILLMORE

11||||*|1t'n(lrnl Realtor
glenfillmore@aol.com

713-875-9482

Montrose Townhome

Convenient Location

2/2.5, 1415 sqft

Reduced to 8189500 _)

ENJOYING YOUR NEW HOME IS
YOUR PLEASURE.

Sharon Neider, President

MAKING THE MORTGAGE PROCESS EASY IS OURS.

When purchasing it’s good to know someone who’s been around the
block. With Neider Mortgage, you benefit from professionals with the
experience and the range of loan programs to meet your needs. We
work with the top lenders in the industry and get within pennies for
the final estimate. We’ll show you the shortest path to the perfect loan.

Call 713-355-4288 or www.neidermortgage.com

~\ NEIDER
() MORTGAGE

Mortgages made easy
Tx #678 Equal Opportunity Lender
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BIG BUILD UP. This month, Dave Knox (1) of Maranatha and
Debbie Maurelli of Resurrection lead a contingent of volunteers from
both Metropolitan Community Church congregations in building a
Habitat for Humanity house. The January 10-16 construction project—
resulting in a GLBT-raised residence—is part of Habitat's SuperBuild
XXXVINl program to finish 38 houses in Houston before the February 1
Super Bowl. On January 11, Don Gill will raise funds for the effort by
producing Believe, a benefit show at Keys West.

Photographed by Yvonne Feece at Resurrection MCC

ON SALE NOW!
THE MOST TONY AWARDS IN BROADWAY RISTORY!
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t anew
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EMCTOEN M| Groupe of 20 or moves 713.693.2692
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backdoor garb:
5! floor mast
lock
1 atrium  off
5475 000

Karen
Derr

Proud to be
Your Realtor

713.862.1600

KARENDERR.COM
PEOPLELOVE PORCHES.COM

new  Nome
will offer $3500 in vpgrades |

» wonderful Heights home in
the heart of the Heights. Ove
3000 s.f. with unfimished gurage
apartment. $519.,900 Call Robert

Derr 713/875-T049

3 REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS KARENDERR.COM

Greal Med Center/West U gated
community with low monthly
maintenance—cable and water
paid. Courtyard pool. $179,000

Close 1o jogoing and Down-
town—charming coltage sur-
rounded by mnew construction.
Near W, Gray. $190,000

Tim
Anthony
832.722.6901

Desireable Willowbend  area
with many upates. Be close
to everything bul enjoy quiet
residential iving! $199.900

Heights home is updated to the
nines! 2 full baths, stainless
and granite kitchen. large deck
with privacy fence. $189.500)

KaREN DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY=-YIEW PDF FLYERS & KARENDERR.COM

Uipdates and one of the best
priced homes in close-in
Oak Forest! 3 beds 2 baths
$126.000

Rhonda

Power
713.875.7297

Heights Best Value - re-plumbed,
te-wired, recent roof, centrals with
that clussic Heighis charm includ-
ing the front porch, $149.900

Heights Charmer is close to
evervihing  with  nice-sized
kitchen, garage apt, and full
sized lot. Walk to breakfast at
Java Java. $205,000

KareN DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY=ViEw PDF Flyers @ KarEnDERR. CoOM

Roy Hall

Galveston Specialist
409.939.5838

Cllfford
Johnson

Serving
Houston & Galveston

713.819.0519

himkmg of a second home
w resont property? Call our
Calveston resort '\'rk'l_l.||i-l f\'.\'_\
Hall o view choices in all price

anges. You can have it all!

One of the most beauntiful inte-
riors in Montrose! Great back-
yard and slate patio wo. This
stylish uptown home offers
exquisite details like granite,
hardwoods, fireplace,  planti
ton shutters. Almost 3000 s.f
$394 500 Call Clifford Johnson
T13/819-0519,

KAREN DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS @ KARENDERR.COM




News Briefs

DATEBOOK

= New mayor Bill White,
controller Annise Parker,
and other city officials take
the oath of office at the
January 2 inauguration
ceremony, 9 a.m., at Miller
Dutdoor Theatre.

= Annise Parker speaks on the
Houston economy at the
January 6 Greater Houston
GLBT Chamher of
Commerce dinner, 7 p.m., at
the Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites
Galleria. Tickets:
www.ghglee.org,

= |ndividuals may submit
nominations for 2004 GLBT
Pride Parade grand
marshals until January 10.
Details: www.pridehouston.org.

= A new afternoon HIV
support group series at
Montrose Counseling Center
begins January 12. To
register: Bob Hergenroeder,
LCSW, 713/529-0037, ext.
322, or cd@montrose
counselingcenter.org.

= Poet and performer Aaron
Coleman and friends observe
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
with a January 19, 6:30 p.m.,
Celebration of Freedom
program at the Houston GLBT
Community Center.

= January 31 is the deadline
for nonprofit groups 1o request
funds from the Bunnies on
the Bayou event. Details:
www. hunnies.org.

= Resaolve ta play jock this
year? Start warming up for
the Lone Star Volleyball
Association winter season,
which begins February 8 with
open play in the Jerabeck
CGenter on the University of St
Thomas campus. Details:
www.Isva.org.
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his election proved that
a positive, issue-ori-
ented message can

yield a winning margin. This
election also makes a great
statement about Houston, in
|J.,1‘,'[il,'|]|i”' about the diversity of
our great city. All you have to do is
look around this room to find people of
every race, ethnieity, age, gender, sexual orienta-
tion, and income level, and across the political
spectrum—and [ expect the vote totals to reflect
that |]i\'r|‘:-'i1l\ as well.

“We are Houston. And we are the promise of
Houston—a place where all people are welcome
and what you do matters more than who you are.”

With thosze words, Annise Parker declared

|

celebration. Inset: Parker and
partner Kathy Hubbard (1),

victory as city controller in the
December 6 runoff election.
Some of us who have followed
Parker’s public-service prog-
ress—community volunteer,
Houston Gay & Lesbian Political
Caucus president, business owner,
two-time unsuccessful City Council
candidate, eventual three-time winner
for an at-large seat—might consider her success
as just inevitable, something to take for granted.
But her achievement is astounding, historie.
Parker is the highest-ranking epenly gay elected
official in any of the 10 largest U, 3. cities. And on
election night she savored that achievement with
her partner Kathy Hubbard and their daughters
Daniela Parker and Marquitta Parker.

THE YEAR IN REVIEW

We asked a few individuals across the community
to identify challenges for 2004 or make predictions.

feel that the biggest challenge to the GLBT
community in 2004 will continue to be apathy:
It seems that people are just willing to accept

the minor gains that the apparent success of

some television shows (Queer Eve for the
Straight Guy, Queer as Folk, Will & Grace, Ellen)
and the Lawrence v. Texas case have brought

and not look at a broader picture. Instead of

championing the right to file a tax return
together or go off to Irag and kill or be killed,

we should be working to make our streets safer
to walk hand-in-hand with the ones we love. We
should be working to make it 8o our places of
employment can't decide to fire us because we
went to the Pride Parade, We should be working
on it so that we aren't kicked to the curb when
your landlord finds out that your rcommate
actually shares your bedroom. We should be
demanding the next phase in HIV/AIDS re-
search, newer meds, and the beginnings of a —

L

Full Service Salon

|:>e Issima

This alternofive to AHAS, Pumpkin
Enzyme Peel, is o fruil odd/enzyme,
an exfoliotion nccelorotor, o powerful
onfi-oxidont, aond o mild retinoic
acid substitute. |t hos befa carotene and
gsorbic acid os fopicals fo combat
oxidahtive, fine rodical domage.

« Deep exfoliation

« Reduces fine/deep lines

« Lightens pigmentation/sun damage
« Minimizes pores and acne scars

« Refreshes skin

« Nourishes skin

« Increases elosticity

Coll for FREE Consultation | Gift Certificates Available

2615 Kipling » Houston, TX 77098 » 713.533.1858

L016°€€S°€LL 9be|IA 921y 1sIoywly LGGZ

Examinatit
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Tuxed %
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w.alsfermalwear co
29 Houston Area Locations

730-4TUX

Ted Vorster, OD

Therapeutic Optometrist
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“The Year in Review"

ae 16

continued from

cure or a vaccine. We should be caring for
those made homeless because their family
kicked them out or illness struck them
down. We should be looking for the next
generation of leadership, of activists to stand
up and take the torch and help them to
groom the generation that will follow them.
We must remember and honor those whao
struggled to get us to where we are today,
and we must honor and respect those whao
will lead us through the next issues. We
need to support the organizations and
businesses that are vital to our community
before it is too late, Remember it is easier
to maintain something than it is to rebuild
or restart it. We need to et [_1L'r':-'r|ntl| egos
the
community identity. We need to put the
In the

We must hang together

out of the way and make way for
unity back in community.
Benjamin Franklin, ©
or surely we will all hang separately.”
Chris Arasin

Chair, @-Patrol, Inc.
Co-executive producer, Afier Hours

reest threat—ever. We
AIDS is
to reduce the

AIDS is the world's big
need to cure it, Until [hu;‘-ﬂ:-'r- a cure,
2004. we

HIV

18 done 1t

not over. In have
infections. The gay

before, We

number of new

community he must do
it again.

Roger Donley

Attorney

Throughout the coming year, I believe that

religion and the gay community will

continue to dialogue and grow as God

continues to re-create within our midst.
2004

concerning the

will bring new considerations

institution of marriage and
faithful committed relationships of same-

gender couples

The year should prove to be full of

discovery as we create new relationships

and open dialogue with other faith

traditions and the Christian Church

(Diseiples of Christ) in the Houston area
concerning GLBT issues

On the national front, I wonder “whao will
ask?”

race heats up! Regardless of who wins, |

and “who will tell?” as the presidential

hope that we will challenge our leaders to
once again revisit persons living with HIV
and make a greater effort to seek out a cure
and support persons living with HIV. My
hope is that the year will be
compassion for those who are still seeking

employment and just trying to make ends

meet.
Todd Williams
Minister, New Covenant Christian Church
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words of

full of

ife Insurance

“It’s bard being different, but my patients expect that.
The greatest challenge to the community Ly ey . . .
will he the continuing push toward full %femnmtles_aetlremEHt I‘lllldlﬂg
equality for all of those in the ecommunity. [ =
think this will centralize around the issue

» Mutual Funds

of gay marriage and the profound step that
the Massachusetts Supreme Court made in

the last few weeks, All across the United
States,

their employers and state govern

Friendliness, caring, concern and
understanding.

Gentle, stress-free, as-clase-
as-you-can-get-to-painless
dental care.

Variable Life Insurance

members of our community will
press

ments to respect a valid legal marriage from

. Variable Annuities

one of the 50 states. I fully expect this to be
a huge issue in the coming race for president
and ultimately a huge battle within the
Supreme Court to decide if the members of

Convenient location and parking.

Clean, modemn, up-to-date office.
Insurance acceptability.
Payment options.

our community are to be equal members of
our society. [ hope and pray that our commu-
nity will be up to this magnificent challenge.
Chris Thetford

President

Texas Human Rights Foundation

Michael P. Delaney

General Dentistry » Diagnostics Finanecial Services Associate
Sleep and Cosmetic Dentistry ey
Computer Imaging = Restorative P d t.' l ﬁl Iu . 1
¥ Al € .

Dentistry * Implants » Hospital Care I'IJ Pl] ld . llldl'lClEl
I think the two biggest challenges we face Growing and Protecting Your Wealth™
are:

* The apathetic attitude of a majority of the

“ask not what I can

The Prudential Insurance Company of America
233 West Loop South, Suite 1100 » Houston, TX

Tel: 713.960.5081 ex.6135 * michas

TT027

713.592.9300

RANDY MITCHMORE, D.D.S. WWW.LIFESMILES.US
2617 WEST HOLCOMBE BLVD @ KIRBY, SUITE E

community. I call it the

f i lelaney ptial.com
do for my community but what can the AANCYE WS, LU

community do for me” attitude. The

individuals who are involved carry a great

I predict the GLB eommunity will

load working on behalf of the rest.

wake up and realize we already o . a
* Coming together as a united community,

have same sex-marriage in this
2004. T predict that upon
r this fact HRC and others
will learn to use this information to

focusing on the things we agree on and

country in accepting our differences. We need to build

realizing more alliances between our own organi-

zations to work together and better com-

municate

= : with each other, and we must
finally overcome the barriers that ;

e - . ” create efficiencies of effort through
exist for gay marriage. (Hint: The : : , ————

partnering with others both in and outside - i

Group Fitness
# Yoga

e ————

trans community has had legal of our community. We're all somebody’s son

same-sex marriage since the or daughter, aunt or uncle, niece or nephew,
boss or co-worker. We have allies and we
need to put them to work on our behalf.
Shane McShane

President

Houston GLBT Community Center l

beginning of time!)
Sara Rook

The Transgender Unity Committee

# Precor

# life Fitness
# Cybex

# Nordic Track

Weight Training

# Cybex

# Hammer Srength
# Nautilus
# Free Weights

[ predict that in 2004, despite fears of the
“right backlash,” the

GLBT community will include:

acing the

* More states, cities, and organizations

offically recogniz #/Li civil unions and/or
* The defeat of the prohibitive adoptive
laws in the state of Florida;

* An official *mayoral response” to the
historically poor Houston police response to
gay bashings in the Montrose.

Tom Downing
Human Rights Campaign dinner co-ch
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LeftOut

by Daryl Moore

ESSIE MAE COMES OUT

wanna tell you ladies and gentlemen,

that there's not enough troops in the

army to foree the southern pecple to
break down segregation and admit the
nigger race into our theaters, into our
swimming pools, into our homes, and into
our churches.”

When Strom Thurmond made that
statement in 1948, he was the Dixiecrat
candidate for president, running on the
platform of “segregation today, segregation
tomorrow, segregation forever.”

When Thurmond made that state-
ment, he was algo the father of a 23-year-
old biracial daughter—Essie Mae—who
was half black.

girl when he was 22 years old and slept

Thurmond fathered the

with his parents’ black maid, who was
then 16.

In 1957, when Essie Mae Washington-
Williams was 28 years old, Thurmond gave
the longest

\’\'h.‘ll was 'hl'l’] il['l[] 18 !-1i“

3000 REASONS
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BEFORE
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vesting 53.(K0 in a Stat

WPPY o exg lain

nsurance Agent in
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I5TH.

And the truth sets her free

filibuster in U.S. Senate history. Thurmond
stood and spoke for 24 hours and 18 minutes
in opposition to the 1957 Civil Rights Act,
the purpose of which was to increase the
number of registered black voters.
Thurmond finally died on June 286,
2003, having lived 100 years and having
spent half of those years serving in the
Senate oppesing civil rights. In his final
years, Thurmond hinted that he had had a
change of heart about civil rights. He
finally dropped his oppoesition to the Voting
Rights Act. And he supported a national
holiday honoring Martin Luther King Jr.
But he never publicly acknowledged
Williams, who was 78 years old when
Thurmond died. She waited until Thurmond
died to come forward. She said she waited
because she did not want to harm his
political career, which she had followed.
And if Williams followed her dad’s

political career, she knew that he preached
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hate, segregation, and never admitting “the
nigger race” into white society. He certainly
never admitted his daughter into his lily-
white life.

In coming forward, Williams said that
she had learned who her father was when
she was a teenager. She said a lot of people
in the black community knew, but didn't
tell. She didn't tell, either, for 65 vears.

When she Williams
explained that “there are many stories like
referring to

finally told,

Sally Hemmings” and mine,”

Thomas Jefferson’s relationship with one of

his slaves who bore him
continued on page 22

Writing from the liberal end
of the spectrum, Houston
attorney Daryl Moore hasa

board certified in civil and
appellate law. He can be
reached at DaryvlMoare
@outsmartmagazine.com
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JUST DON'T

OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

There are also bad arguments for gay marriage

ith the country still simmering
after the Massachusetts court
decision that extends marriage to

gay couples, it's time to separate the chaff

from the wheat in the arguments for gay
marriage.

There are several good arguments for
gay marriage. Among these are the stability
and commitment it would encourage in gay
relationships and in gay life generally. That
would benefit everybody, gay and straight.

There are also some bad arguments
against gay marriage. An example is the
selective logie of the procreation argument,
which holds that nebody is required to
procreate in order to marry, except gay
couples, who can't procreate and so must
unfortunately be excluded.

We should acknowledge, however, that
we've been guilty of making some bad
arguments for gay marriage. Here are three;

1. It's all about the benefits. The most

commaen argument for gay marriage empha-
sizes the harm that's done to gay couples by
excluding them from the protections and
benefits of marriage. Among these are tax
benefits, settled property division and
presumed child visitation and/or custody
upon death or divorce, testimonial privileges
in court, hospital visitation, and health
benefits extended by private employers or
governments to the spouses of workers.
Someone has tallied over 1,000 marital
benefits and privileges. Give us all theze
goodies, too, the argument goes.

Benefits are indeed part of the story
about why it's wrong to exclude gay couples
from marriage, but they are not the most

important part of it. Some of the benefits of

marriage can be replicate
and inconvenience to the couple—through
wills, trusts, and contracts.

Emphasizing the riches of marriage mis-
ses the richness of marriage. Very few people

Danny Pleason

Making Clients for Life

832.661.1502

KNOWLEDGE « INTEGRITY » COURTESY « SERVICE

Selling
Houston’s
Finest
Real Estate

Living

marry in order to experience the magic of
filing a joint income tax return. They marry
because, in our tradition and history, mar-
riage is the way couples in a community sig-
nal the depth of their commitment to one
another, Their family and peers reciprocate
by supporting and celebrating that com-
mitment, which in turn reinforces it, Every-
one understands the stakes.

If the benefits were all that mattered,
civil unions would be an adequate substi-
tute. Yet, “We're unionized” simply does not
have the powerful social significance of, —

Writing from the conservative
end of the political specirum,
Dale Carpenter began his
column for OutSmart in 1994,
when he lived in Houston.
Now residing in Minneapo-
lis, Carpenter is a University
”f. Minnesota Law School
professor. He can be reached
ai OutRight@aol.com
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at 8:30 a.m. or 10:50 a.m.

BERING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Rev, Marilyn Meeker-Williams, Senior Pastor
1440 Harold Street at Mulberry © Houston, TX 77006
713.526.1017 - www beringumc.org
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m continued from page 20

least one child. She eontinued, “The
unfortunate measure is that not everyone
knows about these stories that helped to
make America what it 1s today.”

Williams is right. Her story needed to
be told. And the “unfortunate measure” is
that no one knew for 65 years that Strom
Thurmond had a mulatto daughter. No one
knew because she waited 65 years to come
out as Strom Thurmond’s daughter.

When Williams finally came out—when
she finally acknowledged publicly whom she
is—she said, “at last | feel completely free.”

Coming out does that. Whoever you are.
It liberates you from secrets that don't need
to be kept.

[ wish Williams had come out decades
ago. | wish she had come out in 1948,
when her dad
Dixiecrat. I wis
1957, when he filibustered for 24 hours

ran for president as a

h she had come out in

in an attempt to keep blacks from voting.
I wish she had come out when he was
alive, so that he would have been forced
to publicly acknowledge what a hypo

crite he had been for the last B0 years of

his life.

But she didnt. She came out when she
was ready. I just wish she had been ready
50 vears ago. If she had come out as Strom
Thurmond’s biracial daughter in 1953, he
might never have been elected to the I
Senate in 1954,

If Essie Mae Washington-Williams had
come out in 1954, she might have changed
history. But she didn’t. And now we'll never
know what America might have been like
with Strom Thurmond out of the political
picture. But we do know it couldn't have
been any whiter. ll

“We're married.”

m pre

page

So let's argue for the
benefits, but let's not stop there,

2. We have a right to marry. Another
common argument for gay marriage is more
legalistic, and less functional, than the first.
It tends to emphasize the discrimination in
the marriage exclusion, holding that gays have

just as much right to marry as heterosexuals.

The problem is that while a reasonahle
legal areument can indeed be made for gay
marriage, it is unlikely to persuade anyone
who isn't already convinced that gay mar-
riage is a good idea or at least not a bad
idea. Legal conclusions follow, they do not
create, arguments on the merits of an issue.

Another
argument is that it tends to channel our
efforts toward courts, where the issue will

problem with the rights

not ultimately be won, and away from

legislatures and from the hearts of our
fellow eitizens, where it must be won. The
comparatively easy work of writing briefs
for judges and their clerks will not
substitute for the hard work of persuading
the people we're right.

3. Gay marriage will revolutionize
society, and that’s good. Sociologist Kersti
Yllo, a professor at Wheaton College,
recently expressed this perspective. “We
need to acknowledge [conservatives']
argument that gay and lesbian marriages
have the potential to change civilization as
we know it,” Yllo said. “And that will be a
good thing.”

There are at least three versions of this
argument. One holds that heterosexuals
have screwed up marriage, and we'll do a
better job. But gay couples, I predict, will
suffer divorce rates just as high as their
straight counterparts. There will be in-
stances of gay spousal abuse and infidelity,

just as there are for straight couples. Gay

marriage is not the cause of the problems
with marriage, but neither is it a solution.

A second version of the revolution
argument maintains that gay marriages
will be less “stifling” and perhaps more
“open textured,” offering a healthy altern-
ative marital model to straight couples.
What is primarily meant by these euphe-
misms, | think, is that gay male eouples will
play around more.

I doubt the rate of publicly “open” gay
marriages will be very high, for reasons I've
offered elsewhere. Further, whatever that
rate, [ doubt it will have any effect on
straight couples because gay couples will
comprise a tiny percentage of all marriages
and because women will continue to demand
monogamy in opposite-sex marriages.

Moreover, if gay marriage did have this
“liberating” eﬂn--ut on straight marriage, that
would be a good argument against gay
marriage. Sexually open relationships are
on average less stable and lasting than
monogamous ones. Introducing even more
instability into opposite-sex marriages
would be terrible for the relationships
themselves and for the children they often
produce.

The third version of the revolution
argument holds that gay marriage will
undermine traditional gender roles. Like
the better-living-through-adultery fallacy,
this argument assumes a huge effect from
a small cause. Additionally, gay relation-
ships often tend to ape traditional ones, with
one partner taking on primary bread-
winning responsibilities and the other
taking on primary domestic duties.

While Arguments 1 and 2 are just bad
when offered by themselves, Argument 3 is

just plain bad. H
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InsideQut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

IN CONTROL

“I will be a fiscal watchdog, not an attack or lap dog.”

In the December 6 municipal runoff election,
Annise Parker received 62 percent of the vote
over opponent Bruce Talro to win the post of
city controller. Parker also just concluded
three terms on Houston City Council, where
she was the first openly gay person to serve.
Beginning in June 2002, she contributed a
monthly column ta the magazine, which she

has agreed to continue as eontroller

very six years at City Hall, we get a

chance to start over—new mayor,

new staff, new council. For better,
for worse, term limits rule City Hall until
the public says otherwise.

I am honored and excited to be part of
what could be one of the best management
teams in the eity's history. As someone said
in a television commercial during the cam-
paign, “1 think Bill White will be a great mayor.”

One of the many challenges will be

restoring people’s confidence in eity govern-

ment, often an investigative reporter’s
easiest target.

The controller’s office is extremely well
run. The city has been blessed with out-
standing controllers: Leonel Castillo, Kathy
Whitmire, George Greanias, Sylvia Garcia,
and Judy Gray Johnson [the chief deputy
controller appointed controller by City
Council in December 2002 to fill Garcia's
unexpired term after her election to Harris
County commissioner].

These eontrollers have made the office

and the city more efficient. 1 will ag,
sively uphold that tradition. The more sav
ings we find, the more funds are freed up
for city servieces, such as police, health,
libraries, and parks

As I said during the campaign, [ will be
a fiscal watchdog, not an attack or lap dog
Although it's the second-highest city posi-
tion, the controller’s office may be the least

understood choice on the ballot.
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According to the city charter, the ¢on-
troller’s first duties are to “superintend and
supervise the fiscal affairs of the city.” The
office employs about 80 people, slightly more
than half with financial backgrounds (in-
cluding 10 certified public accountants).

Basic duties include:

* keeping the city’s books;

* preparing financial reports, such as
the monthly statement of the preced-
ing month’s expenses and an annual
report;

performing audits to ensure that eity

assets are safeguarded;

certifying that the city has the funds
to pay its bills and processing pay-

ments in a timely manner;

managing city investments;

administering the debt portfolio and
supporting new debt issuance;
* reviewing contracts to make sure

work is actually performed.
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Performance Audits

The controller’s office has always been re-
sponsible for auditing city accounts. Does
the special parks fund or the Houston Po-
lice Department petty cash fund, for in-
stance, actually have the funds reflected in
the budget? Are the proper controls in place?

Perhaps the HPD crime lab wouldn't
have become such a disaster if the control-
ler’s office had been gra nted the ."1£|1}1c||'it.l.' (4]
do independent, periodic performance au-
dits—not setting priorities or defining goals,
but evaluating whether goals are reached. |
believe the city charter already gives the con-
troller this authority. However, I have al-
ready requested that City Council place a
charter amendment on the ballot that spe-

cifically grants the controller this power.

Controller's Revenue Estimates

An upbeat economy means higher sales

taxes for financially strapped cities. Hous-
ton actually may break even this fiscal year.

Last year was another story. Like many eit-

ies, Houston had a revenue shortfall—in our
case, $59 million. The controller’s office es-
timated the shortfall more accurately than
the mayor’s office.

Unfortunately, the mayor and City
Council are only required to use the
controller’s more conservative numbers in
the spring when the controller must certify
actual available funds. The rest of the year

the administration is free to use its own rev-

enue estimates

In hard times, the temptation to use
optimistic numbers ean be overwhelming. |
will lobby couneil to recommend a charter
amendment that would forece the mavor to
use revenue gl:“:l_i(fl'ﬁlll‘l-w from '|]'|!' control-

ler’s office.

R T T

I plan to be an attentive watchdog to make
sure future councils don't whittle away at
the substantial emergency fund I helped
establish. This fund doesn't just cover
emergencies, such as Tropical Storm Allison
Bond rating agencies consider the size of
city’s reserves in setting all-important bond
ratings that determine ecity interest rates.
Those are just a few of the items on my
plate. As controller, I will continue to write
my monthly column, which I began when 1
served on Uity Couneil. It will focus on eity
finances, including the
financial impacet of some
City Council decisions.
Annize Parker will be in-
augurated as city control-
ler on January 2. Her city
s wivw.cl.houston.
tr.us/electedofficials/
cttyeontroller htmd,

Robert
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OutLive

by Dan Aiello

GRIM REPORT

Gay and lesbian doctors hear about the HIV increase among gay men

e are living through a remarkable

time in gay history,” reported Ron

Stall, an AIDS prevention expert
with the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), at the recent Gay and
Lesbian Medical Association annual
conference. “One out of four gay men who
came of age during the 1970s now is either
dead or living with HIV."

Medical professionals at the October 30—
November 1 conference in Miami Beach
received even more disturbing news, Evi-
dence indicates that prevention efforts and
biomedical interventions have
improved the long-term outlook for
the AIDS epidemic but have not
halted the increase in new HIV
infections among gay men, espe-
cially men of color.

Stall presented case studies
showing that an unprecedented rise
in risky sexual behavior among gay
men 15 occurring worldwide despite
prevention education. New HIV
infections “are likely to continue to
increase worldwide,” Stall said,
pointing to the increasing incidents
of exposure to other STDs as one of
the key indicators that world
governments are losing the battle,
especially those in Asia and the Caribbean,
where infection rates have skyrocketed.

There “is nowhere in the world where
numbers are decreasing” in HIV infection
rates, Stall reported. The studies cited
by Stall, who is chief of HIV prevention
research at the CDC, indicated a more
than 20-percent increase in gay men
having unprotected anal sex between the
years 1994 to 1999. During that same
period, the San Francisco publie health
department reported a 14-percent increase
in unprot ected anal intercourse iJ.‘.' men
who were HIV positive having sex with men

IS THERE A GAY DOCTOR IN THE HOUSE? Founded in 1981, the
San Francisco-based Gay and Leshian Medical Association works
to improve health care for GLBT people and to foster professional

26 JANUARY 2004 QutSmart
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who were either negative or of unknown
serostatus,

Stall noted that although the rate of

infection among men of color can be as muech
as twice that of Caucasians, it has been
found that behavior is not necessarily the
cause. Instead, in this population the
individuals in the pool of likely sexual
partners are themselves more likely to be
HIV positive and therefore at greater risk
of transmitting the virus,

Among the reasons Stall cited for the
increase in HIV infection rates worldwide
are a new wave of drug use, especially in-

FOR MORE HELP

volving erystal methamphetamine; an
increase in the number of sexual partners
(exacerbated by Internet “dating™); opti-
mism about improvements in HIV treat-
ments; depression and relationship status:
and AIDS “*burnout.”

sStall said he believes that the HIV
prevention message often fails to

be delivered effectively in tar-
geted communities. He observed
that the “monolithic” approach
taken in the past to address the
AlIDS epidemic must change in
order to address serious health
problems that now confront the
GLBT community. “There are
multiple dangerous epidemics
facing our community, and each
one of them are interconnected,”
he said, stressing that drug
abuse, depression, domestic vio-
lence, and STD incidence dis-
proportionately affect the GLBT
community. The number of epi-
demics an individual is exposed to correlates
directly to whether or not that person is HIV
positive, he added.

Not all the news at the GLMA conference
was bad. Presenters announced the Food
and Drug Administration approval of a new
drug, Fos-Amprinavir, a couple of weeks
prior to the conference. Also, new once-a-
day drug regimens have proven effective
and increase the chance for strict drug
adherence. And studies in Brazil have
confirmed that post-exposure prophylactics
(PEPs) have proven effective in significantly
reducing the infection rates in men who
participated in risky sexual behavior the
night before,

California-based journalist Dan Aiello wrote
about Charles Casillo, author of the new John

Rechy biography, in the November issue.

climate for GLBT professionals in medicine. Among its programs,
the nonprofit group offers a free online referral service ta health-
care providers across the country, Info: www.glma.org,
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From poet to bioengineer to bright young
activist, our second annual class of
intriguing community standouts packs
plenty of variety

Profiles by Thomas Blanton, Eric A.T. Dieckman,
and Josef Molnar

Photography by David Lewis
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SKip Mercier mse—————————
Using an enemy against itself is a useful strategy—one that Skip
Mercier, a bioengineering doctoral student at Rice University hopes will
lead to advances in HIV/IAIDS vaccine work. The Houston native is
eurrently focusing on gene-therapy experiments that use viruses to
deliver an immune system-hoosting genetic payload directly to the
initial site of HIV infection: the intestine and vaginal areas. Mercier,
26, 1s'a member of the Bayou City Boys Club, the social organization
that gives money to HIV service organizations. and he explains his
interest in HIV research is based on a real-world perspective,
“Immunity has always been fascinating to me, and HIV research is
more relevant to me and people I know,” he says. “It hits close to home.”

If the experiment is successful, people around the world will have
another tool to use in the fight against HIV. Mercier says he is happy to
have the opportunity to help others, and hopes he can continue the fight
against HIV after he completes graduate school. “I think I just lucked
out on it,” he says, “but I really enjoy what do.” —Josef Molnar
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Sharon FErmrant w——
Anyone who has seen openly gay filmmaker Sharon Ferranti’s work
knows she won't stop with one hit. After her master’s thesis film A
Thousand Miles was named one of the 10 best queer shorts in 2000 at
the Egyptian Theater in Hollywood, she set out to make another
movie. Armed with a cast and crew from California, New York, and
Texas, the Amarillo-turned-Houston resident headed to the Hill
Country near Austin, The result is Make a Wish, a horror flick with a
cast of lesbian characters. Ferranti says her hands-off directing style
allowed the actors to shine. “A good director creates an environment
where everyone can do her best work,” she says, “and if you're lucky,
you won't get in the way of that.”

Ferranti plans an early 2005 local release for Make a Wish at the
Aurera Picture Show—aflter screening the movie this year at film
festivals nationwide, where she hopes to garner exposure and more
awards. In her spare time, Ferranti volunteers with Writers in the
Schools, which allows at-risk youth to work with experienced writers.
Always looking ahead, Ferranti said she has started to gain
inspirations for a new film. Can you say Make a Wish 27 —IM

.thnnv 0. Dl n——c—
Eight years ago, Johnny O. Deal arrived at the Harris
County Hospital Distriet’s Thomas Street Clinic as a
client. Wanting to be more involved, he began attending
meetings of the patient advisory committee, eventually
taking the position of second chair. He took over as the

committee director in June.

In his new role, Deal uncovers the needs of the elinic’s
clients and ensures these needs are addressed and met.
Additionally, he is instrumental in the ¢linic’s outreach
programs, and often speaks at classes held by the clinic for
professionals in the medical field. |

“It’s important that people treat those living with HIV
and AIDS as people, not objects,” Deal says, adding, “The
Thomas Street Clinic really does care about its clients,” [

Most importantly, though, Deal wants to raise [
awareness of the clinie, which cares for nearly 6,000
patients (roughly 60 percent of people living with HIV/

AIDS in Harris County), so that it is perceived not just as
a facility for those living with HIV and AIDS, but as a

resgurce Ihr everyone.

“I want to get the [GLBT] community more involved,”
Deal says. “l want to let them know what the Thomas
Street Clinic is all about.” —Thomas Blanton

Robbie Harmeson, Amber Grant, and Vada Barnett e —"_j - — — e ee——————"S_ " —— 000 s

Amber Grant and Vada Barnett were
disappointed with the greeting-card
industry:“We'd both been searching for
lesbian products that we felt captured
our particular lives,” Barnett says. “We
found that not enly were there few
cards, But that the ¢ards we found were
not a match with our personalities.”
After spending more than a year in
development and research, the two
friends, along with third partner Robbie
Harmeson, combined Barnett's graphic

design background and Grant's writing
and photography talents to launch Girl-
Co. Their company produces and
markets greeting cards, stationery,
buttons, bookmarks, and T-shirts geared
toward the diverse lesbian eommunity.
Girl-Co currently markets most of its
products online (www.girl-co.com) or at
community events. Overwhelmingly
positive feedback, Bartlett says, has the
trio considering expansion options.
“We are currently in the process of

expanding Girl-Co from an e-commerce/
festival business,” she says. “We hope to
have our own storefront in the Houston
area, and then branch out.”

Within the next year, Girl-Co plans
to add apparel, magnets, and calendars
to its growing inventory “We want a
company that truly captures the eclectic
nature of our entire community,”

Barnett says. “We are diverse. We
have many facets that are not tapped
into." —TH
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VICLOT FLAT e o e om—
“Environmental law and gay and lesbian issues are really
about the rights to be human beings,” Victor Flatt says.
“Being treated fairly is important no matter what you're
looking at.” As the first A.L. O'Quinn Chair in
Environmental Law at the University of Houston Law
Schaool, Flatt considers himself lucky to be an openly gay
man who also happens to be considered an expert in his
field. “I feel like one of the duties is to help the
environment in Houston and around the world, and I'm

Call & schedule a

service appointment
with Rudy Gonzalez

FREE Loaner vehicle
. for the day, while your
vehicle is being

happy to do that as a gay man,” he says.

Flatt's environmental experience parallels his passion
for gay-and-lesbian law issues: He has authored a number
of reports on the topic, and has been repeatedly tapped by
the media as a spokesman for the community. As a national
chair of the Lambda Legal Defense Fund, which led the
fight in 2002 to repeal the Texas Homosexual Conduct
statute, he also says living in a place where both
environmental and gay law issues frequently arise presents
an exciting challenge. “I can work on environmental law
issues and gay and lesbian issues here,” Flatt says. “Both
are near and dear to my heart.” —J/M

FINALLY......
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT: (888)-251-9135

DUMPLING HOUSE

Chinese Restaurant

A Full Service Restaurant-Nice Dining View
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st T.C. Jester
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Shannon Rhodes
Grrl-power has found a new beat
every Saturday night at Chances Bar,
where Shannon Rhodes, the booking
and events manager, gives women a
chance. Rhodes took her promotions
experience from Arkansas, where she
worked with a friend's band, into the
Houston scene to help female-fronted
musical groups find a place. “Being
part of the gay community and
supporting women in music is my way have a diversity in people here,” Rhodes

" Lunch Specials
7 days a week until 4:00PM

FREE DELIVERY

y  (Minimum $12.00 - Tipping is appreciated)

2621 Shepherd #290 « Houston, TX 77098
P: 713.524.8410 « F: 713.524.4134

(ot comer of Randall’s Supermarket upstairs with elevator)

ORDER ONLINE AT WWW.AUNTIECHANGS.COM

says., “We've created a demand for
women musicians in Houston now.”
The idea has become so popular, in
fact, that Chances has even hired a
booking assistant and sound
engineer. Although Rhodes helps
other women to find their voices,
don't expect to find her on stage. “I
have a great love of music and T can
play a little,” she says, “but I can’t
sing!” —JM

of helping out.” Rhodes says. “Women
struggle a lot to get opportunities, and
this gives them a place to play, gay or
straight.”

Assisted by her girlfriend Debbie
Tosh, Rhodes scopes out local and
national groups to play at the club, and
the Chances wehsite brings in even

!
|

more groups. “Our goal 1s to have
diversity in music because we try to
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Houston Lifestyle, Very Cool.
Juan L. Garza &J’g 1 :
| eatest satisfacti an Garza, M.D., new
i Owning a piece of Houston. Way Cool!

from work is in the daily struggle to improve
patients” health and lives. One such example came
in a male prostitute who had been working the
Montrose area, getting paid extra for not using
condoms. He had no family in the U.S. and had
taken to the streets to avoid an abusive partner. The

Mortgage Associates of Texas is a
cutting edge mortgage brokerage.
We are dedicated to providing you the best in

patient was diagnosed with gonorrhea, syphilis, and mortgage services. We spend a great deal of
HIV with an initial CD4 cell count of 50. time shopping wholesale investors, title

Over time, he opened up to Garza, expressing his companies, appraisers, and surveyors who
shame and regret at length and explaining how he will offer the highest quality work at the most
wished to see his family in Central America but was reasonable price. It’s easy...

too ashamed to return, looking as ill as he did. “I am

APPLY ONLINE AT: www.mortgageassoc.com

happy to say that in two months and with help of
the social work department and antivirals,” Garza

e Whea you think of owning YOU CAN OWN NOW AT THE LOWEST RATES IN HISTORY!

and undetectable viral load and is now planning to a piece of Houstan. ..

visit home.” think of 0 - . 0 s
(Garza says he hopes that in the future Montrose W;Mt‘? 745‘505'/515?5’ 1 00 /0 FI na"t:ln g“ .200 /0 Se rVI ce.

Clinie will expand its role to that of a primary-care 1) o Tk

i setting without losing focus on the HIV community,
offering nonjudgmental medical care to anyone in
Eric A.T. Dieckman NOTE NEW ADDRESS: 3303 Louisiana - Suite 220 « Houston, TX 77006 " o

need of it.
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Because being Alive is more than just an Act
tS a Journey...

Paige Mahogany
While looking for an avenue to address issues facing
transgender individuals, Paige Mahogany came across
Community Awareness for Transgender Support, a

nonprofit that had recently floundered because of funding ) \ /
issues, She partnered with previous executive director '

Cristan Williams and other members to transfer the base
of operations from Alvin/Galveston to Houston.
Mahogany's eventual goal is to reopen the CATS shelter
for homeless trans people while also expanding services to
help the trans community with counseling, housing, and
financial stability issues

Mahogany also advocates a more public stance for
CATS to help both the straight and gay communities
understand transgender people and issues. “We have been
portrayed in the media as prostitutes and drag queens,
and we have to change that,” she says. “Straights and

* Jewelry * Fountains
. ¢ ¥ * Secret Opening Boxes  * Salt Crystal Lamps
Mahogany has recruited a board of directors that e . ! l * Unique Gifts * And So Much More

includes members of the gay community who can offer

some gay people need to understand that just because I'm
transitioning, it doesn't make me any less of a person.”

Visit our web site and enter OUT at checkout for 10% off

diverse viewpoints. “We hope that the community will

embrace CATS as we go around telling people about us,” 415 Westheimer - Howston, TX 77006

she says. “It's going to be a long process, but we're going to | Yy
start from the bottom and go to the top.” —JM | WWI PAM PEREDSP' R |-|-' COM 7 1 3 . 5 2 7 . 0 6 O 9

FROMO ExPIRES 02/05/04
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People to
Watch

Fred Walters
The inspiration for the Houston Buyers Club came to Fred
Walters during a visit to a health-food store—“when [ wrote
that $250 check for my monthly supply of vitamins.” Thus was
born the nonprofit organization dedicated to providing
affordable supplements and nutritional education to persons
living with HIV/AIDS and other chronie eonditions.

Walters, Buyers Club executive director and “founding

father,” studied to become a Catholic priest before moving to
Texas and finding a job with the People With AIDS Coalition.
In November he led the Buyers Club to a 2,000-square-foot
storefront facility on Yoakum. In the new location, Walters and
staff will have room to present twice-monthly educational
seminars.

“I'd like for the Buyers Club to become a central operation
for the entire Montrose community where people can come for
their nutritional health needs—especially on Saturdays when
our nutritionist is on duty,” Walters says. “We want to address

a broad range of health issues.”

This yvear, Walters will reach beyond Montrose with a new
publication, How to Manage Side Effects. The semiannual
magazine, supported by Abbott Laboratories, will be
distributed across the nation through medical offices, hospitals,
and health departments. A Spanish-language version will also

be available. —TH

Shaunte Angelo o e e e e e ) e . A
At age 12, Shaunte Angelo began writing poetry. “It originally started as a
hiobby,” she says, “but then it became a way to express myself.” After taking
several writing classes, she explored getting her work published, finally
deciding to do it herself. In 2002, Angelo released her first collection of erotic
poems, Trembling Naked (available at Brazos Books or www.smakk.net).

“There are some childhood memento poems in there, too, but the erotic is
what mnspires me the most,” Angelo says

After graduating from the University of Houston Downtown with a degree
in professional writing, the 29-year-old Angelo saw a need for a loeal
publication focusing on women in the GLBT community and women in the
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Marla Dukler
The day after her birthday in January 2002, Marla Dukler filed a lawsuit
against the Klein Sehool District for refusing to allow her to establish a
gay-straight alliance in her high school. As a member of a new generation of
young gay activists, the 17-vear-old junior decided to bring the law onto her
side (with help from the American Civil Liberties Union). She won, and this
vear the Klein gay-straight group started with 20 members, most of whom

are nongay allies,

Dukler said the experience has also helped determine her future
direction; She chose to attend Northwestern University in Illinois because
of its strong gay-and-lesbian organization. In the fall she will begin study,
majoring in political seience as she works toward her goal of being a lawyer.

For now, Dukler spreads the word about the benefits of understanding
between people regardless of orientation. Last year, she and other students
and teachers formed the group NO HATE, which helps others establish gay-

straight alliances in the schools.

Dukler reports that the Klein administration and the school board—
once her worst critiecs—now rank among her strongest supporters. ‘[ The
principal] even admitted he'd grown in the past year because of the
experience,” Dukler says. Now that’s progress. —JM

arts

So she did something about it. Her magazine h.e.r.s. (Houston
Entertainment Rights and Sexuality, www hershouston.com) will hit GLBT-
friendly Montrose locations in February. “Our first issue is going to feature
Madalyn Sklar of GoGirlsMusic, and we’ll have several short pieces about
local women artists.”

Self-publishing a magazine can be a daunting task, but Angelo shrugs off
adversity. “I've got several good friends with experience in this,” she says,

adding, “We'll see how it goes. I've got a printer and a eredit card.” —TB

Thomas Blanton, Eric A. T. Dieckman, and Josef Molnar contribute
[requently to OutSmart magazine.

WEB EXTRA: WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Check out www.outsmartmagazine.com for an update on our People to Wateh 2003 selections, including then-City

Council rep, now controller Annise Parker.
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Heaven % Knows

TANMLUARY

lustrations by David Eduardo Flores Perez

Our astrologer Lilly Roddy charts the year.

Pluto, find a therapist

Lilly looks ahead: Watch your spending, Virgo. Prepare
for travel, Aquarius. Play with your inner child, Pisces.

Photograph by John Conroy

ou will notice five sections for each sign, one
for each of the outer planets. You may dis-
cern that the planets sometimes have cross-
purposes for you. Although this may be con-
fusing, it is nevertheless the situation that you
will live through this year. Some of the outer
planets affect smaller groups of your signs.
However, you may or may not be aware that
you have other heavenly bodies besides the
Sun in that sign. And those outer planets’ fore-
casts also apply to you. The only way to actu-
ally know this is to have your chart run. Call
your local astrologer or look on the Internet.
There are several sites that will generate your
chart at no cost.

For this next year, Mercury retrograde pe-
riods are 12/17-1/6, 4/6-4/30, 8/9-9/2, and 11/
30-12/20. Mercury retrograde is good for re-
view of the past but never a good time to start
new projects. Review client files, contact
people from the past, and clean up closets and
attics.

This year Venus, planet of love and ro-
mance, goes retrograde as well. Venus has
dominance over relationships and money.
And you will be questioning both 5/17-6/29.
Avoid making new commitments during this
time either for love or money. Problems in
both areas will come to the surface, and this
is an excellent time to deal with them.

Eclipses this year are in Taurus and Scor-
pio, except for the first one in Aries. This will
arouse passion, intensity, ideals about money
and wealth and trust, and deep emotional at-
tachments. Eclipse dates are 4/19, 5/4, 10/13,
and 10/27.

A ri (:_‘S (March 21-April 19)

Jupiter. This year, Jupiter begins the year
in your solar sixth house of work and health
habits. You can expect this part of your life to
be very busy, even to the point that you may
have more work than you can handle. You
should expect promations, or you might ex-
plore new avenues for work. They may move
you to a different office, or your work loca-
tion could change altogether. In September,
Jupiter moves inta your solar seventh house
of partnerships and will remain there until

August 2005, All relationships are more posi-
tive for you. If you are single, this is an excel-
lent time ta bring a relationship into your life.
For an existing relationship, this should be a
good fime for her or him. This can also lead
{o a business partner in your life, if you are
lnoking for such connections.

Saturn. This year, Satum is stirring things
up with your family this year. You are work-
ing at establishing a strong base of emo-
tional support by examining the past and
getting your life in order. Most of you have
already started and are working on getting
your home more homelike. You are cleaning
out your closets and family members who
don't really belong. Some of you are looking
at trying to establish some roots. You are
aperating from a more pragmatic sense than
ustal. And you are considering the conse-
quences of your actions much more than
you normally do. You may also feel more
judged about who you are and your sense of
worth in the family. Overall, you are inter-
esied in cleaning up your past and moving

forward. Be prepared in March. You will have
a big time of spring cleaning.

Uranus. There is an undercurrent of
change in spiritual beliefs. You are |noking
for some tenets that really embrace your sense
of individuality. Your own traditional views will
rub you the wrong way. And you will be more
outspoken about these views. If others tell
you the way to enlightenment, you will feel
challenged and respond in a very direct way

Your natural sensitivities are increased. You
will not be drawn to as much activity with
others as you were in the past. You will also
be more concemed with your partner's health
as you whip him/her into shape

Meptune. Friendships are harder to de-
fine this year. You are less clear ahout what
you want and more open to various kinds of
peaple. And some people who have been in
your life are moving on. The reasons for the
separation are not always so clear. On the
subeonseious level, you are looking for friends
with a spiritual or soul connection. In busi-
ness, you should pay attention to the finan-
cial picture of the company that you work
for. There could be things going on behind
the scenes that you should be prepared for.
Relationships are a bit easier as your par-
ners are taking on more responsibility for fun
and play.

Pluto. You are more comfortable living with
your own sense of the truth. You don't feel
that you have to prove anything to anyone.

Any trave! that you da this year will generate
a profound experience. You will feel past-life
connections. If you are a writer or a teacher,
this is an excellent time to get your message
out to the public. There is more general ac-
ceptance to what you believe. Communica-

B N
J e

tion with your partner is more absorhing and
intimate than it has been. Try to expand your
environment. Travel, attend lectures, take
classes, visit museums, and seek out people
from different cultures. This is a wonderful
time of intellectual growth.

- 1{3L (April 20-March 20)

L

SN

Jupiter. Your creative juices are flowing
as Jupiter begins the year in your solar fifth
house of children, playfulness, hobbies, and
creative ventures. If you want to apply this
energy to work, you will have greater magne-
tism and chart. This will help to sell yourself
or any ideas. It may also make you a hit lazy,
and you will not want o push yourself at work.
All your senses are heightened during this
time. You will want more food, more drink,
and more physical pleasures. Afer Septem-
ber, Jupiter enters your solar sixth house of
work, service, and health. You can anticipate
more activity al work through increased
workloads, classes, or even travel associated
with work.

Saturn. Getting your day-to-day routines
in order is your plan for this year. All your
actions will be contemplated before you take
any sort of action. Your actions are based on
improving your daily existence. And if they
don't do that, you will not expend the energy.
You can expect to improve on your education
and communication. Maybe consider getting
a new car, In business, you are working to
make things run more effectively. There will
be some re-organization going on. New com-
puters or office equipment will possibly be a

part of the plans. In relationships, you are try-
ing to be as clear as you can in your commu-
nication with your partner, You are making
plans for the future, and you want all inter-
changes to be crystalling.

Uranus. New friendships are on the hori-
zon for you. You are really looking for new
people to bring into your life to help break
you out of your routines. Old friendships may
seem stifling. This will be a time when you
part ways with people that you have associ-
ated with for a leng time. In career, you are
looking for new, dynamic, and exciting ways
of marketing your talents. You could do this
through scheol or updating current skills. Over-
all, you are in a more playful mood and are
coming out of the serious mood that perme-
ated your life over the last year.

Neptune. Some of you are experiencing
some loss of connection to your career path
Many of you are guestioning just why you are
here on the planet and what you are sup-
posed to be doing. You can work harder, but
that won't help unless you are internally nour-
ished by the work that you do. Your wark must
help others. You won't be satisfied with just
getting a paycheck. Inner wark such as —
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continued from previous page

therapy, yoga, and spiritual retreats will help.
Those of you born May 1-6 or with planets at
those degrees will be feeling this the stron-
gest. February, May, August, and November
are the most intense months for this energy.

Pluto. Relationships and intimacy are the
issues with this planet. At the heart of the
matter are what you and your partner have in

comman. Often the first problems encountered
with this planel center around the way each
persan handles money. These discussions are
what draw the couple together to talk about
mare profound topics. Sexual dysfunction or
lack of sex altogether can be experienced as
couples search for the connections that so-
lidify their relationship. This will have the most
impact on those of you bom May 8-13 or
with planets at those degrees. The strongest
manths for this are February, May, August,
and November.

G e m]. ni (May 21-June 21)

Jupiter. With Jupiter in your solar fourth
house of family, home, and domestic mat-
ters, you are feeling very restless in you
present location. Many of you will move. (th-
grs will update your current living environ-
ments by remodeling or redecorating. If there
are problems between you and family mem-
bers, this can help to smooth things over. It
won'l make the problems go away, but it will
make all parties more open to all points of

view. In September, Jupiter moves into your
solar fifth house of play, love affairs, and art.
Your natural creativity will come to the sur-
face. You may take classes to enhance your
natural talents, You will attract more people
to you both in business and in social activi-
ties. This will make you laid-back, and you
will not feel motivated to do things other than
what you like.

Saturn. You are focused on finances this
year and getting that part of your life orga-
nized, On the personal level, you are looking
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at what worth you have in society and how
others treat you. You are demanding more
respect from everyone around you. In work,
you want to be compensated for your exper-
tise. And you may feel depressed or ready to
look for a new job if you are not paid ad-
gquately. If you have old financial problems,
you will work very hard this year to get all
that cleared up. You will not be burdened by
these old problems.

Uranus. Career paths are challenged as
you look to update, invigorate, or totally
change your chosen path. Mostly, you are just
bored with what you have been doing, and
you have to re-invent yourself, If you do this
conseiously, you will keep down the amount
of drama in your life. If you wait, you will
sabotage yourself, and you may be let go. You
may consider going into your ewn business
or getting involved with friends in their busi-
nesses. Consulfing would be an excellent path
for you. You want more freedom of choice in
your daily existence.

Neptune. You are stimulated to go be-
yond your normal horizons or knowledge and
information and open yourself up to psychic
or intuitive responses. You will want to know
more about the different religions of all cul-
tures. And you will be seeking the things that
have comman ground rather than differences.
In your way, you are seeking the common
truth that binds all groups. Normal outlets of
learning will seem commonplace. You will have
to have the experience to know it. This is stron-
pest for those of you born June 1-6 or with
planets at those degrees.

Pluto. Continuing her journey through
your house of relationships, Pluto carves out
the truth about what you really want for

yourself, This can create & drive for perfec-
lion in seeking a partner, which can be a
real problem when you don't have the ideal
picture in mind. Will you know that person
when you meet? Most likely, you will not.
This expunges all the negatives that you have
created in your relationship structure. And
what will be left will be the pristine essence
of that perfection. This can create real prob-
lems for existing relationships. Many of you
will feel that you are on an emotional roller-
coaster ride from hell. Find a good therapist
or a divorce lawyer, This is strongest for
those of you born June 8-14 or with planets
at these degrees. The most consequential
times of the year for this are March, June,
September, and December

C a n C e T (June 22-July 22)

lupiter. This year Jupiter moves through
your solar third house of communications,
immediate surroundings, and learning. You
are open to new ideas and generally just
want to know more. You may also be the
person who gives out information and takes
on the teacher role. Your daily activity in-
creases and may even take on a life of its
own. Be sure to keep a limit on what you
agree to do; otherwise, you will run out of
time, attempting to follow through with your
goals. In September, Jupiter moves into your
solar fourth house of family, emotions, and
real estate. You may get the moving bug and
start looking for a new place to live. And
your family will have more contact with you
as circumstances pull you all back together
for ancestral traditions.

Saturn. The area that you are getting in
order this year is you. You are more focused
oi your health, your appearance in the world,
equity in relationships, and your overall sense
of authority in society, You are your own
harshest critic and will pay more attention to
negative views of yourself rather than the posi-
tives. This can make you fee! depressed. You
may want to avoid the glare of extenal view-
ing. On the positive side, you are motivated to
make all parts of your life better, This is a
perfect year for that to happen. Essentially
all the things that aren't working will have to
be repaired, or you will get rid of them. That
can include relationships, clients, friends, fam-
ily members, and excess weight. After March,
you will get a real boost in your sense to com-
plete this process. continued on page 42
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continued from page 40

Uranus. What a mind-expanding time you
are getting with this visit from Uranus! New
ideas seem to be coming to you through spiri-
tual guides or increased development of your
intuition. Friends will be very supportive of
this process and may be the ones to point it
out to you. You are ready to incorporate large
cultural views into a single perspective. School
or extended classes may be the paths that
you take to get these views in hand. Travel-
ing would be particularly beneficial for you.
Expressing your individuality will be so natu-
ral and so easy that others will see you as a
leader, But you will simply see yourself as a
person who seeks a new path,

Neptune. With this planet’s influence,
you are searching for a spiritual intimacy be-
tween you and your partner(s). Others might
mare commonly refer to this as a search for
your soul mate. You endeavor to feel a genu-
ine connection. Relationships are parts of our-
selves that are unexpressed, unconscious, or

Jupiter. As the year begins, Jupiter Is vis-
iting your solar second house of money, re-
sources, and talents. This will help you make
maore money and spend more money. You don't

want to have limitations placed on your ex-
penditures. This is a good time to make in-
vestments for your future security. You will
want to be recognized for your intelligence and
analytical skills. And you may increase your
ahility to make money through these processes.
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shadaw projections. When we don't really
know our own spirit, seeking the divine in oth-
ers is an illusionary process that leads to dis-
appointment and betrayal. Your own distance
in your relationship could drive your partner
from you. Seek connection on the earth be-
fore you choose to fly to heaven. This is stron-
gest for those of you born June 4-8 or with
planets at those degrees,

Pluto. Work and health habits are going
through a time of cleaning out and cleaning
up. You are interested in a permanent fix on
these areas of your life. At work, they could be
remodeling your office or replacing your com-
puter system, With your health, you are more
aware than ever. This is not by choice but by
the need to pay better attention to yourself and
your obsessive habits. And even in this, you
anticipate finding the process that will change
your bad habits for the rest of your life. Visit
the doctor, the dentist, the chiropractor, the
acupuncturist, the herbalist, and the homen-
path. You need all their points of view. This is
strongest for thase of you bom July 10-14 or
with planets in those same degrees.

A ez
After September, Jupiter moves inta your so-
[ar third house. You will notice that your daily
activities increase. There seems to be more
going on that you can de or keep up with. You

are interested in learming and may find your-
self taking classes.

Saturn. Spiritual reality is playing a big
role in your ife this year. You want to know
how you fit into the Universe. But you are

more inferested in making this quest a prac-
tical application of those spiritual ideals rather
than just lip service. You could consider it a
view of your environmental or spiritual health.
In addition, you are taking a very critical view
of religion and spiritual beliefs from your past.
This will encourage you to |ook beyond what
you know ta develop deeper beliefs that are
grounded in your own life experiences. You
are also more selective about the people you
allow in your life. Even romantic relationships
could seem shallow as you grow beyond your
own ethereal self,

Uranus. You are freeing yourself fram old
notions and ideas about intimacy and sexual
attitudes. You are experimental and want to
have more fun. This will provoke your part-
ner and the current rules you operate under.
This can cause reactions of fear or inadequacy
in your partner. Try to bring him/her into the
process as an adverture so that hel/she
doesn't assume blame for your new interest.
This is the beginning of the breaking down of
barriers between you and your partner. Truth
will have her way, and she cannot be stoppad.
As you become more open, you will talk about
things between yourselves that you never
thought you would have discussed.

Neptune. With Neptune in your relation-
ship sector, you may choose to not have rela-
tionships or to enter a period of celibacy. You

Jupiter. Jupiter begins the year moving
through your solar first house of self, person-
ality, and your physical body. It is very easy
for your appetites to increase during this time.
You may want more people around you, more
activity, and more food and drink in your
mouth. You are certainly charming, and people
will be drawn to you like & magnet. This is a
great time to promote yourself in business or
in personal relationships. On the other hand,
you are not roused to do anything other than
what you like to do. Try to find a balance.
This becomes an issue in September as Jupi-
ter enters your solar second house of re-
sources. You are more aware of the connec-
tions between your resources and your rela-
tionship skills. And you will do your best to
enhance both of these things. Watch your
spending. You are likely to justify whatever
you want.

Saturn. You reevaluate support from
friends and organizations this year. These
things have fo have a real purpose in your
life, It would be normal to imagine that you
are pulling away from the groups that you
have been associated with in the past. You

O  (ugust 23-september 22)

are more interested in spending time with
yourself than others. With your sensitivity lev-
gls sa strong, interactions with others, even
pleasant ones, can be painful. You may also
feel that you are trying to make commitments
to yourself rather than to others. Issues around
desertion will come up, and you will be sad
and may not know why. They are buried in
your past, and your outer adult would prefer
that you just forget them because they hap-
pened a long time ago. Neptune isn't happy
with that approach. This is strongest for those
of you born August 3-8 or with planets at
those deorees.

Pluto. Pluto can stir your children to be
their own persons. This is 2 good thing if
they are 30 and are pushing toward rela-
tionships or career goals. This can be a dif-
ficult thing if your children are teenagers or
younger. They do not want ta be limited by
society's norms and mores. This can be a
time when you are separated from your chil-
dren. On the internal level, your own inner
child is being awakened, and she is hungry.
And she wants to come first, and darn those
wha think their needs are greater than hers.
Creative outlets such as art classes, play
workshops, etc. are important at this time.
If you try and repress her, you will become
the brat you really are. This is strongast for
those of you barn August 10-16 or with plan-

gts in those degrees.

are not playing the leadership role that you
hiave in the past. Others may see you as dis-
tant and eaptious. This will also oceur in your
friendships. You will judge them much more
harshly than you once did. Be careful. You
may be very right in the end but also very
alone. In business, you are evaluating the valug
of your company or business. You are sup-
posed to help improve that situation. Step up
to the front and put your ideas out there. They
are waiting for a guide to help them through
this North Wind.

Uranus. Routines in partnerships are out
the window. You are Inoking for new, fun, ex-
citing ways ta be in a partnarship. This will
be a very stressful time on existing relation-
ships. Often, there is one person in the rela-
tionship who doesn't want to change, and this
will force the other person into action, If this
is happening to you, then you are not address-
ing your own internal or shadow desires. One
thing that will be true is that your current
relationship will have to change or it will come
to an end. This will be especially tense fram
mid May through the end of June.
continued 0n page 44
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Neptune. Your work needs to be driven
by inspiration, dreams, and emational intuition,
Your normally practical mind is stepping put-
side the logic sequence that you use to arrive
at answers. Instead, you are being moved ta
higher states of understanding. Working at this
level san make you tire more easily, and you
will find it harder to withstand the strain. In a
sense you are channeling information directly
from the spiritual source. Your words have deep
meaming to others even if you don't undersiand
the impact it has on them. This has the great-
est impacl on lhose bom September 3-8 or
with planets at those degrees

Pluto. Pluto is cutting the umhbilical cord
that connects you to your Family and your
emotional past. Fears of rejection or withhald-
ing of love will not hold you back. You clean
out all the rot that is al the bottom of your
emotional swamp. Toxic cleanup has a spe-
cial meaning for you. The good thing is that
you are na longer inhibited by fear, imagined
or real. The difficult thing is that you must
find your own reason for getting up every
morning. Swim through the swamp to fly to
the sun, This is strongest for those of you
borm September 10-15 or with planets at those
degrees.

0
L] b r a (September 23-October 23)

Jupiter. Friends' and associates' resources
are helpful to you as Jupiter begins its travel
in your solar twelfth house of empathy, com-
passion, and the inner spirit, You are inspired
to analyze your work hahits and routines and
improve upon these aspects of yourself. You
will be drawn to leok for a deeper spiritual
meaning in life and the interconnection to all
the activities you participate in. You will want
more time to yourself, ar you will be much
more selective about those with whom you
want to spend time. After September, Jupiter
maoves inta your solar first house of personal-
ity, vitality, and physical appearance. You are
more positive and more open about your life
than you have been in 12 years. You will draw
more positive people and events into your life.
Be careful about self-indulgence. This is a time
when it is easy to gain weight,
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Saturn. You will apply yourself to career
gvaluation and goal setting. External security
is your call to action, and everything else is
second in your life. And as long as relation-
ships and friendships feed into this parl of
your [ife, you will nurture them, If they don't,
you will not be sentimental about your past
relationships. This will surprise many people
as your inner nature comes to the surface.
You are a tough negotiator this year—and seem
more interested in a true compromise of win/
win rather than the acquiescing that you have
done in the past. You can have problems with
authority figures or bosses wha seem to be in
your way. Build your road carefully,

Uranus. Your work and health habits are
going to change this year. At wark, they are
putting in new equipment, changing the way

you and your co-workers have always done
things. They could move you to 2 new location
and even change vour job title. Your role at
work is changing. You do not like feeling that
you have to sacrifice for the peace of the of-
fice. Health takes on a totally new concept. You
are embracing the ideal of improving your
lifestyle and not just eating and exercising bet-

own children will be more artistic and sensi-
tive. They may take an interest in spirituality,
This is strongest for those of you born Octo-
her 4-9 and with planets in those degrees.

Pluto. Your logical mind is going through
a shift. You are more aware of your articu-
lateness and the Impression it has on the

ter. You want more freedom and will eventually
let yourself off the hook for everyone's sanity.

Neptune. With this placement, your ere-
ative impulses are stimulated much beyond
what you are accustomed to. You will be drawn
to new ideas about art and beauty. Friends
and groups will help bring this out in you,
Even in business, you are drawn to associa-
tions that help your artistry and promote your
gifts. Aptitudes you had as a child will rise to
the surface as a part of this activation. Your

SCOr Pi 0 (Gctober 2¢-November 21)

Jupiter. With Jupiter in your solar 11th
house, this is an excellent year for you 1o in-
crease your participation in groups and so-
cial associations. You are very charming dur-
ing this year, and people want to be around
you. It can also be a good time fo examine
your goals and dreams for the future and to
act upon them. You are feeling positive about
the future, and your own resistance won't
stand in your way. After September, Jupiter
enters your solar 12th house of spiritual re-
treat, meditation, and intuition. Your psychic
sensitivities are increased. Being around chaos

people around you. You are better able to ex-
press yourself in a direct manner, And it will
certainly surprise those around you whao are
more accustomed to your diplomatic form of
expression. You will share more of your meta-
physical views with those in your immediate
environment. Pluto will also help you to get
your life in order by getting rid of the clutter
around you and shifting some of your nega-
tive personal habits. This will be more signifi-
cant to those of you born Octeber 12-16 and
with planets in those degrees.

and confusion will be harder, You will shy
away from these energies as you seek a more
peaceful environment. You will also do a lot
of spiritual searching during this time, look-
ing for the larger connections between you
and the goddess.

Saturn. This year, Saturn is helping you
pursue higher education and improve your
station in life, You may be taking classes or
finding ways to improve your career skills.
And you are doing all of this with a sense of

continued on page 46
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enthusiasm. You are cheerful about these
prospects. In relationships, you are making
sure that you are clear about you and your
partner's goals and aspirations. You are mare
open about what your expectations are in your
relationship and want to cover things in mare
detail than your partner is accustomed to.
Views that you learned from your childhood
are also being examined and will need to be
integrated into the present or discarded.

Uranus. Playfulness is a strong theme in
many parts of your life. Uranus Is certainly
making her presence known in this area. If
you have children, you want them 1o be free
and 1o free yourself from their daily rearing.
f you are more controlling in this area, then
your children will seem rebellious. Or if you
are thought of in this way, you will be seen
as the rebel. If you take some classes, you
may be able to help free your inner self. You
are searching for the passion of life that you
lost about seven years ago. You will find that
missing piece this year.

Neptune. With Neptune's influences on
you, you may feel that you are disconnected
from your roots and familial impressians. You
may want to run away from home to sepa-
rate from the identity that you have caried

with you for 50 long. You certainly will need a
more peaceful environment ta live in. Your
tolerance for chaos and drama will be low,
The negative effects of these energies can
directly affect your health. Old family pat-
terns of sacrifice will be shoved into your face
until you are the only person yeu can rescue.
Many will feel that they need mare time to
themselves. Trips to spas, lakes, or the beach
can be very helpful for your psyche. Those
affected the most intensely are bom Novem-
ber 4-8 or with planets in those degrees.

Pluto. Your ruling planet, Pluto, is helping
to revamp your financial situation. You are
feeling pressured to pay off bills and get your-
self totally oul of debi. Mostly you want to
regain control of your life and your resources.
Some of you are more motivated to develop
dormant abilities instead of just relying on
these who got you through, One part of this
awareness is the understanding that you have
not had faith and trust in your own abilities
and have chosen a path of safety. Others have
seen your talents, but you avoided acting upon
them. You were afraid that your talents {you
the persan) would abandon you (the child).
Time to suppart that part of you. This is stron-
gest for those of you bom November 11-15
or with plangts in those degrees.

Sa g itta ri u S [November 22-December 21)

Jupiter. Career and work activities are
ever increasing as Jupiter is traveling
through your solar 10th house of career,
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authority, and the public self. Taking on more

work than you can accomplish will be easy.
Watch what you agree to do. You will feel

that you can tackle any task set in your
path. But it will be so easy to over-commit
as that is a natural trait for Sagittarians.
And you will be open to really great career
opportunities that present themselves lo
you. In September, Jupiter moves into your
solar T1th house of social groups, humani-
tarian interest, and innovation. You will
want to spend more of your time with
people of like minds and explore the uni-
versal connections. Social movements and
organizations will capture your interest as
you take a lead role in them.

Saturn. The deeper meaning of relating
is what you are heing driven to explore this
year. You are suspicious of people who have
hidden agendas, and you will be able to smell
them out guicker than ever. Uncovering
deeper meanings is very important to you
as you strive to find the truth between you
and the people you consider partners. This
will put a strain on existing relationships as
you take them apart piece by piece. Your
tolerance for lying or half-truths will be non-
existent. Be careful. As you judge others,

certainly dramatic changes taking place in
your family of origin, Keep in touch, as they
will need your courage to change and for-
get the past.

Neptune. Boredom in routines can be
brought an by this transit of Neptune. You
are in a dreamy and escapist state of mind.
This is not good for detail work, decisions
with serious outcomes, or logic. However,
it is great for writing fiction, learning about
psychic and intuitive skills, and just get-
ting away from the humdrum. You will find
that you are getting more infarmation from
the people around you than just what they
are saying. You are picking up on their
thoughts and feelings. Sometimes this can
be very oppressive and can make you want
to isolate yourself from the outside world
This is more potent for those of your born
December 3-8 or with planets in these
same locations.

Pluto. Pluto has been in your sign since
the late '90s and has slowly been embrac-
ing and enveloping all the Sagittarians one

sagittarius

you will be judged in the same way. The
problem of shared resources will initially
bring all this to the surface. This is not the
real issue hut the catalyst

Uranus. Traditions and family ties will
be confronted this year. You are no longer
motivated by the fears of what you knew
and did as a child. This process will under-
mine your choice about career and put you
on a path to find yourself. You will pull away
from family roles and may even be seen as
unstable. You will want the home you live in
to be mare open and to have more light. You
may move or remadel your home. There are

by one as she slides through your sign until
2008. Thig year, those of you born Decem-
ber 10-15 and with plangts in those degrees
will be affected by Pluto’s cosmic enema.
This is a time of detoxification of the per-
sonal 'self. Some of you will exercise and
diet to improve who you are. Some of you
will divorce or end relationships that you
have tolerated. And still athers will end dis-
appointing careers. It is an unsetiling time.
But it is a time when you regain controf of
your destiny. You will not run on automatic.
The times of the year when this is the most
powerful are March, June, September, and

December. continued on page 77
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Don’t have tickets to the
Super Bowl in Houston?
Throw a festive bash,
one with a queer eye

for the sports fan

by Tiffany Penn
Ilustration by Keith McCaffety

used to test my gaydar by asking, “How was the
football game yesterday?” I knew 1 had a sister
when his response was, “What game?” But 1 have
caught some of you huddled under the TV in the
bar when football is on, and I am worried that one
of you may have gotten the idea in your head to
host a Super Bowl party.

As a gay man, you had a choice between sports and party
planning in grade school. You chose sports, so there is a chance
that you will answer the door wearing a rainbow wig and a
foam finger. Quick quiz: “Is your silver candelabrum
polished?” If you did not answer “Yes,” this article eould save
your gay social life.

The first thing you need is decorations. Don't let your team
loyalty throw Thom into a dither when he sees the color
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palette he has to work with. Decorate around the team with the
best color scheme.

Invite the non-sports fans over to the house a few hours
earlier than the other guests. At least one Carson-like friend
will whisk you off to the master bedroom to pick out a new outfit
and highlight vour hair. The other men will take a pile of
streamers and balloons and transform your living room into a
steamy locker room.

Besides the DJ Samurai soundtrack, your obligation to the
Velvet Mafia Booster Club is to have a propane tank, balloons,
dry ice, toothpaste (to polish the silver), enough fruit for a
Carmen Miranda centerpiece, strands of white lights, and I've
never seen a gay man refuse a Tiki torch. A cordless screwdriver,
plywood, cotton batting, and 10 yards of fabric will get you new
window treatments for the event. Two tablecloths, some empty

shoeboxes, and tea lights create a layered
huffet table.

Real food and mixed drinks. Even if
you are sure that everyone you know isa
gristle-gnawing carnivore, someone always
brings a vegetarian. There are varyving
degrees of vegetarian, so you are still going
to get it wrong, but at least you tried. Put
lentils in the rice pilaf. For the Atkins
crowd, roll some cold cuts and cheese and
hold the wraps together with an olive and
a toothpick. Do not forget to put one of
those olives in your martini because a
good host would be drunk by now.

W

’.-"'

A gay party buffet also includes
deviled eggs, carved meat, paté, and
cheesecake. Save the cheese balls and
corn chips for your coming-out party. We
set ourselves apart by the food we eat at
parties and the people we sit next to on
the couch. Think about it. Do you really
want to watch as a woman licks her
fingers? It sounds very sexy when your
sexual persuasion is in the room, but as a
gay man, if you are inviting women, you
will want to stay away from finger foods.

The cooler with three kinds of beer in
it will come in handy for the Super Bowl
Drinking Game, but you still need to have

two bottles of vodka and a hottle each of
bourbon and ram. The problem with gin
and Scotch 15 that you have to buy good
gin and Seotch, and people who drink good
gin and Scotch probably don't hang out
with sports freaks like you anyway. Pinot
Gris is the popular wine theze days, so
pick up a big bottle of that, too. Don’t try
to pronounce it. Just say, “There is wine in
the fridge.”

Super Bowl commercials are the best.
Have plenty of activities to keep people
occupied until the third-down conversion.
Watching football is a lot like watching a
car race. You are always waiting for the
touchdown or the crash. So I think a
drinking game is in order:

* Drink when the person singing the
national anthem eracks on the high note
and two drinks if they avoid it all together
by harmonizing an octave lower.

* Drink once when Celine Dion is the
soundtrack for a commercial (vou will be
drunk by halftime),

* Drink every time the receiver slaps the
quarterback’s butt as he runs by before
the snap.

* Drink and giggle every time announcers
refer to the “tight end.”

* Drink each time they show the player's
wife talking to her neighbor and not
paying attention to the game. Drink twice
if she is talking to her husband’s gay
lover.

* Drink once for each firework cannon
ignited during the halftime pyrotechnic
display,

* Drink every time people at your party
high-five. Take two drinks if the women
try te high-five and miss.

* Take a shot if an advertisement airs for
a figure-skating competition.

You could throw a towel party, Just be
prepared if anyone from the Houston Area
Bears 1s on your invite list. He really will
show up in only a towel (God love 'em!).

Here is my point: A Super Bowl party
must have a gimmick to get gay people to
“come out,” and having guests over on
February 1 to help you repack vour
Christmas decorations and finally throw
out the tree is a cruel and evil plan that
only sad and lonely people fall for.

So our new gaydar question is, “What did
you serve at your Super Bowl party?”
When he gays, “Caviar and goose liver
pate,” ask him when his coming out party
is and offer to bring the cheese hall.

Tiffany Penn, a standup comedian, won the
Imperial Court of Houston Space City Idol
competition in October:

OuiSmart JANUARY 2004 49




|

The

.
' Finally! A television series about leshians
i created and produced by lesbians, on a
i major network.
1§ The L Word creator, screenwriter, and
. *  producer Ilene Chaiken drew on her own
experience as a leshian and mother for the
show’s premise. Chaiken recently spoke to
me by phone, discussing the show’s spec-
tacular cast, bright future, and long road’
0 to the screen.
. Despite the fact that she was once again
- answering the same questions she's been
answering for the last several months as
the Showtime publicity machine geared up
. for The L Word's January 18 unveiling,

Chaiken was unfailingly patient and at-
tentive, speaking in a slow, deliberate style
that seems unlikely for a Hollywood player
capable of single-handedly pushing tele-
vigion beyond its comfort zone.

With over 15 years as a writer and
several successful film projects to her credit,
Chaiken is no show-business novice. She
has a solid résumé, which includes screen-
writing duties for the 2002 Laura Dern
vehicle Damaged Care and the 2000 made-
for-cable Dirty Pictures with James Woods.
The Pamela Anderson film Barb Wire was
taken from a Chaiken story, and in 1988 she
was associate producer for Satisfaction with
Deborah Harry and Julia Roberts (in her
film debut).

But Showtime still passed on The L
Word a few years ago when Chaiken first
approached them. The suecess of such
shows as Queer as Folk and to a
lesser extent Will and Grace
helped to convince the net-
work to take another look

at the idea, and after a

second pitch session,

Showtime finally gave
Chaiken the green
light. “It’s brave [of
Showtime to produce
the show], yes, but it's
sensible, too. There's
an audience for this,”
she says. “1 think lots
of people will be
watching—not just
lesbians. This is a show
about relationships,
about love and friends.
Those aren’t just lesbian
topics. And after the success of
Queer as Folk, it was easier to
imagine that this show would find

an audience.”

Early in the production, the show was
called Earthlings, a title that didn't seem
to have anything to do with lesbians. The
name was supposedly a reference to the
common practice of asking, “Is she an
earthling? Has she been to the planet?” as

t of The L Word: (back row] Mia Kirshner,
bius, Laurel Holloman, Karina Lombard,
Grier, Erin Daniels; (front row) Katherine
loening, Jennifer Beals, Leisha Hailey.

CHAMEN - COURTESY OF SHOWTIME
GAST - MATTHEW ACLSTORSHOWTIME

Ilen e} “haiken chats about her new Showtime series
. Word, premiering this month - by Olivia Flores Alvarez

a way to determine if someone was a
lesbian. That explanation made little sense
to those who heard it until they were told
the planet in question was actually The
Planet, a West Los Angeles coffee bar owned
by one of the show's characters and
frequented by lesbians.

But the moniker was cumbersome and
required too much explanation. After an
informal naming contest and several
brainstorming sessions, Chaiken and other
production personnel came up with The L
Word. “I like it,” Chaiken says. “We needed
something that everyone could understand,
something that deseribed the tone of the
show.”

The L Word centers on Bette (Jennifer
Beals) and Tina ( Laurel Holloman), a stable
couple trying to have a baby. Bette clearly
loves her partner, but she's quick to bark
orders and is more than a little incon-
venienced by the inefficient—and ulti-
mately ineffective—efforts to get Tina
pregnant. The quest puts them at odds and
sends the couple to therapy where Bette
continues her “take charge, not prisoners”
tactics.

Their circle of friends includes Dana
(Erin Daniels), a closeted tennis pro
frustrated by her lack of a love life; Alice
(rocker Leisha Hailey), a bisexual journalist
who is amused by if not completely happy
with her life; and Shane (Katherine
Moennig), an edgy, liberated girl-de-jour
with a different bedmate every night.

Jenny (Mia Kirshner), a young writer
fresh from college, and her fiancé Tim (Erie
Mabius), a swim coach, move next door to
Bette and Tina. Jenny quickly begins an
affair with Marina (Karina Lombard), the
owner of the coffee bar that Bette and her
friends visit. While simultaneously falling
in love and falling apart, Jenny betrays
Tim, who is charming but completely
clueless.

Rounding out the cast is Kit (Pam
Grier), Bette's half sister, a one-time singer
who is constantly on the verge of a
comeback. Grier's character was reportedly
reworked from a dread-head thug to a —
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more attractive, if slightly drunk, musician
with a high cool factor.

Anne Archer, Rosanna Arquette, Hol-
land Taylor, Lolita Davidovich, Ossie Davis,
and Snoop Dogg have all been tapped as
guest stars for future episodes,

Chaiken, like viewers, is impressed with
the assemblage of actors. “It's such an honor
to work with a cast of that level,” she says.
“It's a great cast, a dream cast really. Jen-
nifer Beals, Pam Grier, everyone on the
show is just great.”

The L Word's two-hour pilot is an
extended game of *who would squirt into a
Jar for you?” as Tina and Bette try to find a
suitable sperm donor to father their baby.

Chaiken's script is smart and quick and
does an excellent job of introducing the nine
characters without becoming bogged down
or complicated. Beals has called the show
“Sex and the City where the women sleep
with each other.” Actually, it's mare than
that. Like Sex, The L Word examines sexual
and social mores. Unlike Sex, much of what
we see on The L Word—women loving
women, living together as married partners
and raising their own children in openly
lesbian households—is still illegal in a
majority of states.

The fact that women who are deing in
real life what Beals and her costars do on
sereen and are the targets of hate erimes
and hate-based legislation makes The L
Word groundbreaking, not just hip,

“I put a lot of my own experiences into
the show, but I wouldn't say this is my story,”
Chaiken says. “[My partner Miggi Hood]
and I have twin daughters, and Bette and
Tina are trying to have a baby, but what
happens to them isn't exactly what hap-
pened to us. One day 1 looked around and
saw that our situation wasn’t unique, that
there were lots of lesbian women who were
going through the same thing, trying to
build a life and raise children. That gave
me the idea of a show, but [ wanted one with
characters that were more real, maore like
the women I knew than some Hollywood
version of us.”

While the pilot is outstanding and there
18 every expectation that the rest of the
series will only improve, there are a couple
of moments that go clunk. When Tina and
Bette meet a hot young artist and decide he
would be the perfect sperm donor, the pair
entices him to their bed with the promise of
a three-way. The plan backfires when the
intended donor figures out their game and
storms out in a huff, accusing the couple of
trying to steal his sperm.

And some scenes are unintentionally
humorous. At an OB-GYN office, Tina is
inseminated with some donor sperm. As the
doctor leaves the room, she tells Bette that
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On January 18, the Human
Rights Campaign and Showtime
will host a premiere party for
The L Word at Meteor. The
evening will kick off at 6 p.m.,
followed by the 8 p.m. broadcast.
HRC will give away L Word
merchandise throughout the
event, which is open to the
public at no charge.

Olivia, the women's vacation
line, will launch a Mexican
Riviera cruise on January 16
featuring a premiere screening
of The L Word featuring some of
the program cast as well the
first Women’s Leadership
Summit. See page 80.
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arpusal for Tina will increase the chances
of pregnancy, strongly hinting that the
couple should have sex. With Tina’s feet still
up in stirrups, Bette dutifully pokes her
head under the white hospital drape and
begins to orally arouse Tina. The moment
is awkward and embarrassing, reducing
what should be an intimate moment to a bad

Jjoke, with Bette's head popping in and ot

of the makeshift tent to complain that the
doctor wouldn't have suggested such a thing
to a straight couple.

And given the cast’s roster of incredibly
ferminine, slim, and beautiful women, few
viewers will see themselves on sereen. One
pilot viewer said, “Forget butch, no one is

even chunky.” The cast, while extremely
talented and engaging, fails to reflect the
variety of colors, styles, and sizes of real
lesbians. The two characters portrayed by
Grier and Beals are the only nonwhites,
None of the women approach real
androgyny, much less masculinity. Even
Shane, who Dana regularly accuses of
dressing like a man, is polished and punk-
maodel perfect.

Will the “everyone is white and
beautiful® setup play with The L Word
viewers? Chances are yes. The lack of
minerity or plus-size characters didn't seem
to affect Friends or Sex and the City, two
shows that, like The L Word, feature young,
hip ensemble casts.

Even if viewers don't see themselves on
screen, they will surely hear themselves in
Chaiken’s quick, smart dialogue. The clearly
defined characters have personalities that
will mirror real-life women. From bossy and
beautiful to happy-on-the-sidelines to “can’t
keep my pants on” and young enough not to
care, these are women that most lesbians
either are or know.

One-liners like “lesbians think friend-
ship is another word for foreplay” litter the
seript. Dana and Alice, for example, spend
much of their time together analyzing why

other lesbians seem to have such an easy
time finding and seducing beautiful
women. Their friend Shane, with her
unending line of one-niters, is a
favorite target. First, they attribute
Shane’s “bush
confidence"” and then to her “nipple

success to her

confidence.” The pair agrees that the secret
is Shane's attitude. But Dana contends she
has plenty of attitude, albeit cranky and ill
humored, but attitude nonetheless.

The two also play “six degrees of sexual
separation” as they chart out the tangled
web of ex-lovers and their subsequent
partners. Their banter is fun, relaxed, and
makes for some of the most genuine
moments of the pilot.

Unfortunately, the show reinforces at
least one stereotype—lesbians recruit.
When coffee bar owner Marina meets Jenny,
she chases her despite the fact that Jenny's
fiancé Tim is standing nearby. Later, when
the two begin an affair, Marina is completely
unmoved by Tim’s fiancé status while Jenny
i8 s0 overcome with guilt that she runs home
and gives her unsuspecting boyfriend a
surprise blow job.

Complicated, messy, funny, difficult, and
crammed full of zinging one-liners that
people mutter mostly to entertain them-
selves, The L Word is just like real life—
just with better lighting,

Olivia Flores Alvarez writes regularly about
the arts for the magazine.
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by Tim Brookover

ON THE AIR. This month, limmy
Carper and the gang at After Hours,

the wee-hours weekly show on KPFT,
continue their series of live broadeasts.
Michael Williams is organizing this Face for
Radio Tour, which marks the 16th anniver-
sary of the program. The fun starts at mid-
night Sunday and continues through 2 a.m

on January 3 at Katz's Deli, on January 10 at
Meteor, and on January 17 at Guava Lamp

15, Ernie Manouse will
PBS

Came January
debut a new series on KUHT, the
station, Called InnerVIEWS, the program
will air every Thursday at 10 p.m. Anne Rice,
Vampire Chronicles author and mother of
gay writer Christopher Rice, takes the guest
chair. Other guests this month include
Broadway star Ben Vereen on January 22,

OVE IT. On January 26, Bayou City

Concert Musicals will present an encore
performance of She Loves Me at the Hohby
Center. Paul Hope and David Thome direct. In
our Octeober issue, arts scribe D.L. Groover
raved about the original September run:
“These concert versions are the pinnacle of

musical-comedy theater.” Bonus: Proceeds
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AIL LOVE. On Janu-
ary 1, the train arrives.
After decades of bootless de-
bate over mass transit, light
rail debuts in Houston. Mon-
trose queers can hop on in

Midtown for points south and £

north, including downtown
nightspots. We eagerly await
the first sighting of a drag
queen riding the rails on her
way to a show at Rich’s.

BCCM
support the Center for AIDS.

from productions

00D WORKS. On

January 24, the
fundraising nobles of the
Royal Sovereign and Imperial
Court of the Single Star will
monarchs
during Coronation XX. At the

Sheraton Suites

announce new
event at
Houston, Emperor XIX Ronnie
Siebert and Empress XIX
SoFonda St. John Lust will con-
clude their reign. Cheeck out
www.rsicss.org for the week-
end schedule, which includes
tud Muffins/
Divas Party and Victory Show"” at Keys West
Woody Stiner i1s RSICSS board president
Make your
RSICSS emperor and empress is open to the

‘_ "
= thedJanuary 25

Q

voice heard: Voting for
community., Cast you ballot ,!.\1.'11:';”'_‘\ 12, G-
9 p.m., at Meteor or January 17, noon—4
p.m., at the Assistance Fund

Our town’s other charity-minded regal
eagles, the Imperial Court of Houston-Space
City Empire, crowned the new Apollo Em-
peror Keith Wyvial and Gemini Empress Jes-
sica Van Shelton on October 4. Previous ICOH
emperor Sean Carter is now empire chairman.

Through frequent club shows, both
groups garner the green each month for good
causes. Among many charitable events this
month, RSICSS will host Drag Queen Bingo
at Meteor on January 13 and 20, raising
money for the Assistance Fund. On January
10, ICOH’s Eartha Quake and Loyd Powell will
present “Blue-Haired Ladies on Gin,” a
henefit at EJs for the PWA Coalition and
Montrose Clinic HIV and He;'pu.l]'i';.-'. C testing
and counseling programs.

."\l'rfll"".“ 1.'h1" E‘EJIT'IJII:IT'Ii[I\. events !33-'\””')("-.‘-\
rack their gray matter for clever, attention-

grabbing names for their galas, benefits,

and extravaganzas (“Girl, give me a better
rhyme for wig”), It's brain-draining work.
Last month, I bollixed the especially smart
moniker for the March 20 Human Rights
I'he theme is

Campaign gala the punning

“Garden of Even.”

N YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD. Over
at the Houston GLBT Community Center,
Anita Hoffpauvir now directs the popular

Lesbian Film Night on the fourth Friday of

every month. The January 24 movie is When

Speaking of coming out, the center
continues the long-running Tuesday eve-
ning support group for women at all stages
of the closet-¢ PENIIE Process. Gals also flock
to Women's Game Nighi on the second
Friday of the month. Nancey McCarly and
Amanda Williams are the game mavens

Now you have another reason to hop the
Main train after dark and head downtown:;
Eduardo Elizondo has launched gay nights on

Thursdays at Pearl, a gleaming new night

spot in the club distriet. Elizondo reports
that he wants to make many of these eve
nings lundraisers for community causes.

To observe the start of Chinese New
Year, Shanghai River will present the
annual dragon dance on January 22, 23, and
24. David and Sanne Wang own this com-
munity fave spot.

Omn the Island, Misty Valdez will host the
January 10 kickoff party for her annual
AIDS benefit at the historie, reopened
Balinese Room. Kofi will emcee, and per-
formers will include Stefanie Diamond, Cassie
Nicole, and Valdez

Mark your calendars: On February 6,
Howard Michael, the great gav poet, will
star as the featured reader at the First
Friday reading at Inprint House on Sul
Ross. With any luck, you will hear his
trenchant and funny “The Ballad of the Fat
and the Femme.” B
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and the courage to face my fears,

dercful job, I'm going back to schooldind am able to be
present for my family and friendsi A look forward to

every day with enthusiasm."
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v
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The nation’s leader in treating the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
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) U. Gene Robinson

[li".'“E Advoeate, EE'ESIBE Bruce C. Steele and .Jnhn ﬂ3|GWE||]

The Advocate: When you talk about people on the edges, |
automatically think of gay people.

Bishop V. Gene Robinson: Absolutely. But it's more than just gay
peaple. Three days after my election I got a letter from a woman
in the state prison here who wrote, “I am neither gay nor
Christian, but your election makes me think there might be a
community out there who could love me despite what I've done.”
[ went down and played softball with the women at that prizon,
and I met this young woman, She turned out to be 18 years old.
She looked about 15—very quiet, shy, sort of a wallflower. She
had killed her mother when she was 14, yet she saw hope for
herself in my election.

Inick Dunne

{ Wamity Fair, 104, Dominick Dunne)
The wedding [of Liza Minnelli and David (Gest] was one of the
great sustained camp events of the decade. . . . After the minister
pronounced the bride and groom man and wife, they tongue-kissed
for what seemed like an hour and a half. I know a fake kiss when
I see one, and all I kept thinking of was their breath, rather than
any sexual stirrings in their loins. Later, Michael Musto, the
gossip columnist for The Village Voice, wrote that my “appearance
at the wedding cemented it as a crime scene.”
Wetnnher Sighap

(TV Guide, 12/13/03. Janet Weeks)
It’s All Relative has become one of the few new successful sitcoms
of the season, despite a controversial premise [a young woman
with two snooty gay dads marries a hunk whose father is a little
to the right of Archie Bunker|. And people naturally want to know
the answer to the most predictable question. Sieber’s response:
Yep, 'm gay. . ..

Now he's only worried that he'll be seen as a gay crusader.
“People might think I am making it a big deal,” he says,
shrugging. “It's not a big deal. I'm so eomfortable, I'm fine.”

Champagne
(Dut, 1/04)

While my mother knows I'm a lesbian, only recently

she asked me, her voice brimming with hope, “Do you
think vou might pull an Ann Heche someday?” No, 1
won't, but I must credit my mother for adding a new
phrase to the language.

h = 0
Tl

I'] li |,|;, "!J 0 f. Ul ‘ J

(BBL News, 11/14/03)

When Sir lan McKellen was lobbying then Home
Secretary Michael Howard about the controversial
Section 28, which forbids the promotion of homo-
sexuality in schools, Mr. Howard asked for the actor’s
autograph for his children. With a smile on his face, but
with his lobbying having failed, McKellen says he wrote:
“F--k off, 'm gav.”

(@, 1/04, Lisa Kennady)

“This older guy [a journalist] asked me, ‘So,

are you having a relationship with someone on

[Showtime's new series The L Word]?” .... “Me or my

character?” asked Beals, who's been married for five years to a
film technician named Ken. “He said, ‘No, you."”

Beals went Socratic on him. “When was the last time you slept with

someone?” she asked. “Who was it, what was it like, was it good?”

She then told him, “If | were George Clooney, and Catherine Zeta-

Jones was standing next to me, you wouldn’t ask me if I'd had

an affair with her. Because it’s a gay-themed show, you

find it salacious. In your older, heterosexual male

mind, you think it's OK to ask me that

question.”

Compiled by Blase DiStefano

lenniter Beals [seen here
on the new Showtime
serigs The L Word): Is
she sleeping with

one of her costars?

(The Advacafs, 12/23/03, Frank DeCaro)
Frank DeCaro: [I]n the age of Britney and
Christina, are you still a gay icon?

Bette Midler: More than ever! | always say | opened the door g
for tasteless singers with big tits, and don't you ever forget it! But :
do they ever write or call or say thank you to me? No.
Would you ever go on an awards show and kiss those two

the way Madonna did?
I'm sorry, not to insult your “leshianic” readership, but ew!
It seemed really desperate.
I'm glad you said that, but that word didn't
come from my lips.

O STOMN EHOWTI

Bette Midler [pictured
here from 1991's For the Boys):
Is she gonna kiss Britney or Christing?

MATTHEW

BEALS
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ALAN AND TOMMY TAKE A TRIP LT N LASIK ||
And what a journey it is! '

Managed through Laser Eve Institute

os Angeles, 1971, two years after Stonewall: Alan (Larry Sullivan) is a

sonservative and deeply closeted young journalist who meets Tommy

(Steve Braun), an openly-gay free spirit with radical polities, long hair,
and a flamboyant best friend (Alexis Arquette). Even as he's writing articles
against homosexuality, Alan falls in love with the attractive activist.

1¢’s been said the eyes are

If you are looking for :
y g the windows to the soul—

the ultimate

jewelry buying experience... We do windows.

Fast-forward to 1977 when the gay community is first flexing its political
musele over the attacks of Amta Bryant. Alan and Tommy are now openly

Make
the best possible choice.

Laser Vision Correction
Jfor Nearsighiedness,
Farsightedness and
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Starting ar 8549 per oy

lovers and gay activists, but when Alan’s old antigay writings mysteriously

resurface, he is fired from his job, and Tommy leaves in anger and shame.
; - Ask for Cass, your

community consultant
of fine jewelry

Seven vears later, Reaganism 1s in full bloom, and Alan is living in the
mansion—and bed—of a powerful, closeted businessman (Ray Baker). Alan’s
mother (Jill St. John) and old girlfriend (Sirena Irwin) tell him that Tommy

15 in Mexico and dying of AIDS. Alan rushes to his side and tries to bring |

B him home, but when the airline refuses to let Tommy board the plane, the

i .i- two men find a car and begin their final trip together. "

" The Trip, a 2002 film directed by BBB} ILUmOer
Miles Swain, is available at 3841 Bellaire Blvd. - 713-668-5000

www.tlavideo.com. From TLA rrosts Jor excellense— Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6 Thu. 10-9

& Time Winner

) 3 : oy

Releasing (www.tlareleasing. ‘

com). For more infor-
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A= Alan (Larry Sullivan, 1)
and Tommy (Steve Braun)
get it on in The Trip.
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bal and offers some of the best and most unusual gay  Smith, and Terry Sweeney. Their insights about e ’
Hapless Domenico (Silvio  characters ever seen in an Italian film. = Varfety says  gay culture will make you laugh out loud, their - TR S F"emﬂv and comfortable environment
Drlando) decides to start  Children of Hannibal is a “warm-hearted tale [that]  experiences of first loves and heartaches might move FO!‘ AHIO, \ ke L £+ We will treat you like "fﬂl‘nihf",_

a new life by robbing @  has spontaneity and wit all too rare in Italian comedies!  you ta tears, and their honesty will inspire you. = : '

bank and ﬂeehi'ug to SEJH- . 199%. l]irecte‘j:i by Davide Ferrario, ltalian with English ~ DVD format only (www.comingoutpartydvd.com). HOIHB & ‘.
zerland, But things go  subtitles. Available at www.tlavideo.com. From TLA  2003. From Creative Light Entertainment H Iﬂ y ) Jeep

wrong, and he finds himself  Releasing (www.tlareleasing.com). —Suzie Lynde (www.crlight.com). —sL edaiin : 2004 Grand Cherokes Ll Y
with a hostage, business- Limited

man Tommaso (Diego Coming Out Party Luster
Abatantuono), who is as Coming Out Partyis a cele-  #
eager to leave Italy as he hration of love, life, and free-
is. Tommaso convinces dom as seven gay men and
Domenico to head south, where a friend will help leshian comic storytellers
them sail to Egypt, but the friend (Flavio Insinna) share their personal stories : o | g y &

turns out to be a policeman . . . and Tommaso's of coming out to family, ound true love with Billy s ) Ad Al

secret gay lover. To complicate matters, Tommasao's friends, and coworkers, and ' !IQT R (Jonah Blechman), hut 7;135#' 61- 7700
adult daughter (Valentina Cervi) suddenly appears, living out and proud. LUUILE Billy has a twisted sexual s .

Conveniently located Hwy 59 and Kirby@ West Park

The film opens with
Jackson (Justin Herwick)
waking up in a sea of
hodies after an all-night
argy. He thinks he has just

My commitment to you: purchase or lease
a vehicle from me, and | will personally
donate $50 to a charity or nonprofit
organization of your choice in your name.
New or pre-owned vehicles apply, and you
must mention “OutSmart” to qualify.

Commng Our’.
PARTY

determined to join them. New mishaps befall the Features Jackie Beat, Rene Wihirt makes yau shine? appetite and just wants to S h : l = = - el e Je oSt Je S A
gang with each passing mile, creating a lively road Hicks, Sabrina Matthews, be friends. At the same crimeriei I’?Sll’ a’lce Agerlqy : y I 713.524 3801
comedy that revels in the {:hangmg ltalian landscape Dan Renzi, John Riggi, Bob e A9 BT time, a hunky cousin —+ 6575 W, Loop South Ste. 185 Bellaire, TX 77401 + SchmerlerAgency.comt e ‘.:f ‘T:'..? {? “T‘.‘f ﬁ {:E ‘Fn\f
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(B. Wyatt) arrives, a cousin that Jackson didn't even
know he had. Jackson wonders if sex with a cousin is
incest if it's gay. Complicating matters are a straight-
acting guy (Sean Thibodeau) who's infatuated with
Jackson; his best friend and boss (Shane Powers) who
is so fond of Jackson that he questions his straightness;
a lesbian friend (Pamela Gidley) who is fascinated with
the cousin to the dismay of her pariner (Susanna Mel-
voin); and a closeted rock star (Willie Garson, Carrie’s
gay friend in Sex and the City) who wants Jackson to
ghost-write his lyrics. Eventually everyone gets sorted
out in a surprisingly charming, though occasionally
hearthreaking, ode to artistic temperament and the
search for love amid lust. = 2002, Directed by Everett
Lewis. Available at www.tlavideo.com. From TLA
Releasing (www.tlareleasing.com). —=TC

Danny in the Sky
i Neweomer Thierry Pepin plays
Danny, the son of a closeted
father and supermodel moth-
er, who died of an overdose
when Danny was a child
When Danny comes of age,
against his father's wishes, he
too pursues modeling, but all
: too-quickly falls prey to the
e fashion world's dark side. He

becomes vain, then ruthlessly competitive. He starts
abusing drugs. Falling into depression and disillusion-
ment, he perverts modeling into exhibitionism by be-
coming a stripper and lap dancer. In what becomes a com-
pletely futile search for self, he dabbles in pom. In this
jaded netherworld, far from the glamerous runways
where he started, Danny finds love with Karine, a pho-
tographer just as lost as he is. But this affair can only
be temporary, as Danny’s final destiny still awaits him.
= 2001. Directed by Denis Langlois. French with English
subtitles (DVD has English-dubbed version). From Pic-
ture This! Entertainment (www picturethisent.com). —TC

Killer Kid

The darkly prescient Killer Kid
tells the story of Djilali (Teufik
Jallab), an orphan from Leb-
anon, whose father was killed
by lIsraelis. Preying on his
rage, lerronsts recruit the boy
and train him to be an assas-
sin. They teach him to shoot,
fight, hate, and be a soldier.
And Djilali is an exceptional
student. He is smart, cunning, and with the terrorists’
help, willing to kill in cold blood, When he goes to Paris to
assassinate the French president, Djilali is introduced to
Karim (Younesse Boudache), a poor boy from the Arab
section of the city whuo is being used to help Djilali assim-
ilate. Karim knows nothing of terrorism; his interests are
those of most boys his age: rap music, skateboarding,
and 16-year-old girls. The boys become close, vowing to
remain friends “dead or alive” But eventually Djilali must
choose between executing his mission and saving the life
of his friend. « DVD format only. 1994. Directed by Gilles
de Maistre. French with English subtitles. From Picture
This! Entertainment (www.picturethisent.com). —TC Il
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with the fipest of lndian cuisine
Lhwind in our d|s‘cir]9u|’5hud
martini lounge upstairs
OPEN EVERY DAY
Lunch Buffet 11:00 q.m. = 2t00 p'm
Binner 5:00 pm, = 10:00 p.m
ALTERNATIVE SINGLES NIGHT
Each Tuesday
SUNDAY BEUNCH
Daily Happy Hour:
200 p.m. = 8:00 pim
with complimentary appetizers
Nightly Drink Spectals induding
premium martinis i'—'r.ni.-ly l.ﬂ.ght& at $=r

Private Dining Room available for exclusive
events Contact Gary Cheema (715) 526-7900
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Television

GOODBYE AGAIN

The Goodbye Girl’s gay subplot will have you fuming . . . we mean flaming

eff Daniels and Patricia Heaton star in this dramedy

that explores the growing relationship between an

aspiring actor and a divoreée who become unwilling
tenants in the same New York City apartment. The Goodbye
Girl is a remake of the 1977 Neil Simon film that starred
Richard Dreyfuss (who won a Best Actor Osear for his role)
and Marsha Mason (who was nominated for Best Actress)
This new TNT original production, directed by Richard
Benjamin, also has Simon involved, this time as executive
producer and writer.

If the romance between the two main characters is the
“drama” part of this dramedy, the gay subplat is the
“comedy.” Daniels’ character is cast in an off-off-Broadway
production of Shakespeare's Richard I1I. The director is
Mark Bodine, played to perfection by Alan Cumming. Bodine
wants Elliot (Daniels) to play Richard as a flaming queen,
but Elliot is appalled at the idea and wants to play him as it
was intended—with a hump and a crippled arm. A
compromise is reached: Elliot plays Richard as a flaming
gueen with a hump and a crippled arm.

To imagine yoursell being wooed by
Daniels might be reason enough to
watch The Goodbye Girl, but to see
Daniels go limp (with his wrist) is an
added attraction. Cumming is the
icing on the cake.
The Goodhye Girl premieres as
a TNT three-play weekend, Friday
Sunday, January 16-18, at 7 p.m. (If
vou want to see the 1977 film before
viewing its remake, TNT is airing it on
Thursday, January 15 at 7 p.m.; TCM will

air it the same evening at 9 p.m.) —Blose DiStefano

Jeff Daniels (1) and Alan Cumming go gay in Goodbye.
® Inser (from top left): Patricia Heaton, Hallie Kate Eisenbera;
! Meil Simon, Richard Benjamin, and Daniels.

The Business of Fancydancing

oted for his novels about the Native-American experience, writer

Sherman Alexie follows the success of Smake Signals (1998) with his
directorial debut. The focus of this fragmented, semi-autobiographical tale is
Seymour Polatkin (Evan Adams), a gay Native-American poet, who returns to 9
“the rez" following the death of one of his childhood buddies. When reunited
with his past, Seymour must confront a heritage of anger and self-
destructiveness no less challenging than the misunderstandings he
gncounters in contemporary white society. The Business of Fancydancing,
which appeared at the 2002 Sundanee Film Festival, airs on Sundance
Channel on Tuesday, Jan. 6, at 8 p.m.; Friday the 9th, 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.;
Saturday the 17th, 5:30 a.m. and 4 p.m.; Thursday the 22nd, 1:30 p.m.;
Sunday the 25th, 5 am. and 5 p.m.; and Wednesday the 28th, 11 a.m. and
11:45 p.m. To confirm schedule: www.sundancechannel.com. —Suzie Lynde

Gene Tagaban (I) and Michelle St. John in Fancydancing.
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The Brotherhood 2: Young Warlocks. At an
exclusive private school, three friends are the
outcasts of their class. Constantly in trouble
with the school, bullied by other students,
and never getting the girls they want, they
long to be in with the in-erowd. When a new
student, the mysterious and good-looking
Lue arrives on campus, they are given the
chanee to transform their lives. Luc initiates
the three friends in a warlock ritual; in
return, they gain the popularity and respect
they never dreamed possible. After watching
his friends commit a series of crimes, the
third friend starts to figure out that Luc is
after something much more from him and
his friends—he’s after their souls. » This is

not really a “gay” film; however, it is

4

extremely homoerotic. * The television
broadcast of The Brotherhood 2: Young
Warlocks airs on DIRECTV Channel 170 |
here! Pay-Per-View {(www.hereppv.com)
Held over in January: P S. Your Cat Is Dead
with Steve Guttenberg and Friends and

.I""t.i*-'!!:_‘n . =Tray Carringlon

The Red Carpet. Who's
wearing who? Who's
schmoozing who?
It's the ultimate ce-
lebrity coverage of
the Golden Globes,
live from the red car-
pet, with Joan Riv-
ers (pictured)and her
daughter Melissa. Starts
at 5 p.m. on Sunday, January

25, on E! {www.eonline.com), —BD

Interview with Anne Rice. Author and
“Mistress of the Macabre” Anne Rice joins
Houston's own Ernie Manouse to bring forth
her thoughts on religion and the super-
natural. Rice also talks about her final
volume in The Vampire Chronicles, her
literary practice, Elton John's musical Lesiat,

‘ and the back-story on how she created her

own vampire lore. Airs Thursday, January
15, at 10 p.m. on PBS (Channel 8 KUHT-
I'V), » InnerVIEWS is a new show with
Manouse airing Thursdays at 10 p.m. on PBS
www.pbs.org). January 22 is Ben Vereen,
ind January 29 is Nellie Connally (a former
first lady of Texas). —sL M

Home Equity Line of Credit

Choose when you use it.
Choose how you use it.
Call for rates as low as

Coastal Banc ss»

www.coastalbanc.com
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Outinthe Arts

by D.L. Groover

akin’ a Bite Outta Love. The
off-Broadway cult musical hit Bat
Bovy joyously swoops into Stages
Repertory Theatre, and there’s no need to
wave your arms over your head for
protection. It burrows right under your skin
in the most infectious way possible. When
it's over, you feel like flying

This camp musical romp, written by
Keythe Farley and Brian Flemming, with
ingenious music and lyrics by Laurence
0'Keefe, based upon these bogus “news”
articles in the equally camp supermarket

rag Weekly World News, is the spirited

Pygmalion-like story of a half boy/half bat
found in the caves of West Virginia. Brought
up by the sensitive wife of the local
veterinarian, little bat boy soon outclasses
the yahoos and falls in love with the doctor’s
daughter. What can’t be taught out of him,
however, is his pedigree. His taste for blood
is cause for alarm, and this classic outsider
is soon blamed for all the town’s woes, as
well as provoking the doctor’s jealousy over
the motherly affections of his alienated wife.

This trailer-trash My Fair Lady has
sniping references to Jerry Springer and
Oprah and even Shane, and yet there’s room
in this goofy spoof for it to be read as a
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Bat Boy star
Scolt Sowinski

parable of AIDS. This subtle undercurrent
gives Bat Boy needed heft and much more
heart than simple parody. The musical’s
main message that even freaks need love,
or “don’t deny vour beast inside,” 1s pure
Hallmark, but the telling of it is hip and
cool Charles Addams.

The entire production—sharp as a fang
and slick as a pool of blood—has magnificent
vigor due to the exemplary cast and the
prickly direction of New York theater
import, director Brian Jucha. He gives the
show true Broadway moxie. From the very
first image of spelunkers descending by
ropes from the flies, we know we're in
professional, capable, and loving hands
We're in for a ride, and Jucha pulls out all
the staging tricks to keep us tapping our
toes and smiling at all the cleverness.

The ensemble performers are abave
reproach. As Bat Boy, Scott Sowinski—
another Broadway import—raises the bar.
His performance, assured and polished,
gleams. It's riveting, full of showbiz know-
how and a textbook case in how to hold an
audience. Kara Greenberg, now livingin LA,
returns to Houston for this engagement, and
it's about time, It's wonderful to once more
see (and hear) her own professional magic

in the Donna Reed-with-an-edge
role of doctor’s wife. In his Stages
debut, Ben Brimes brings a punk
attitude to the
daughter’s low-rent boyfriend, and

muscular

we hope he stays in town—he’s a
natural, a musical’s best friend.
Jonathan McVay, last seen in
Theatre LaB’s hilarious Top Gun!
The Musteal, fleshes out his local-
yokel diptych of Bud and Daisy to
perfection and then gets to stop
the show as an ithyphallic Pan in
the jubilantly obscene “Children,
Children.” David L.J. George, as both
bosomy country mama and gospel-
wailing evangelist, huffs and puffs
with the best of them, while
Brandon Peters chills blood as the
demented doctor. Erin Simpson
seems more farmer's daughter
than doctor’s, and her edgy voice
is not helped by the overly
insistent amplification.

Someone |'|]1-'L".H" tell me: In
Stages’ Yeager Theater, the size of
a Christmas cookie tin, why
amplify? You could easily take
away the Madonna microphones
from the exemplary cast, and no
one would notice. They all belt
their lungs out anyway, with voices carrying
all the way out to Waugh. They don’t need
electronic help. It adds an extraneous shrill
layer that's not needed—or wanted.

Bat Boy (through January 11) 1s an
exemplar of contemporary musical theater.

It shows what this much-decried form of

entertainment is capable of, Though the
show is not sung completely through, the
music carries the plot forward, not the
dialogue. Great hunks of exposition are
described through songs. That's what made

Oklahoma so famous for its time—although

everybody conveniently forgot all those
preceding, old-fashioned operettas and
grand Hollywood musicals that did exactly

the same thing. And the music and lyries of

O'Keefe are grand indeed, covering the
bases from gospel to rap to soaring anthems
It's all easy, splendid listening.

Granted, Bat Bay 18 no Oklahoma, or
even Rent, but there's life, wicked humor, a
cool sensibility, loads of laughs, and a big
sloppy heart in it. Once it gets its teeth in
you, it won't let go. For that it should be
celebrated—and, more importantly, seen.

D L. Groover wrifes manthly an the arts for

QutSmart magazine.
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People Do Business
with People They Like!

You're
A Gonna.
Love Us!

4
While Many Other "
Realty Companies
Are Leaving
The Montrose,
We're Still Proud
To Call It Home!

e
You're Gonna,
Love Us!™

66 JAMUARY 2004

GrooveQut

by Gregg Shapiro

SING IN THE NEW YEAR

Queer artists keep making great music

s the year dawns, I must admit to

being amazed at the number of CDs

released by LGBT artists in 2003.
Including the discs in the column below,
[ would estimate that I listened to at
least 100 albums by gueer performers
this past vear and have done what I could
(space allowing) to write about as many
as possible.

Dangerous Liaisons (Us Too), is the
sexually graphic and feverishly funny debut
disec by gay hip-hop artist Johnny Dan-
gerous
sexual exploits that is sure to scorch more

“Hot Johnny" is a laundry list of
than a few ears. In *Fagazine Interview,”
Johnny “covers a lot of grounds in just
one first verse,” according
to the interviewer, and pulls
no punches in the next
verse about the “down low
brothers” he encounters
when he's on tour. The remix
of “Sugar Daddy” is a fierce
workout that provides
details about Johnny's sweet
tooth. “Ball Busters” jmilﬂh
a finger at all those who
think it's cool to "hop beds,”
and “Not Your Average”
pays a visit to the “house” of
hip-hop.

While 1 listen to Independence Meal
(Subtle Sister), the latest album by Alix

Olson, I've heen searching my soul, trying

GrooveOut Shorts

Alix Olson

Independence Meal

From out of a muted
hush of intense, fore-
shadewing tones stems
Alix Olson's take on the
world, ranging all over
her proverbial plot of
emotions from happy to
deflated, inspired to
crestfallen. To toke words from her own liner
notes, itis “kindness and rage” in a hamogenaus
combination thal, as a great many press releases
have acknowledged, is better conveyed in the
live arena than on compact disc. Nevertheless,
this openly-lesbian poet has separated that live
work from what she intends to accomplish in her

{ndspan SR T

Alix Olson

to figure out what it is exactly about Olson
that rubs me the wrong way. Here is what |
1) We alreadyv have an Ani

DiFranco, who mastered

came up with.

the spoken word/acoustic
guitar musie thing and
continues to do so as you
will hear on her forth-
coming Educated Guess.
To her credit, Olson does
surround herself with
gifted queer musicians,
including Ubaka Hill and
Pamela Means. 2) The
hyperventilated and hie-
cupped slam-poet deliv-
ery repeatedly wears thin
over the course of one
piece, let alone a dozen. In a concerted effort
to find something nice to sav, 1 will tell you

that “Wholly Human,”*8 X 10,” and *“Womyn

recaorded media, and in so doing has created o
product saturated with o laid-back timbre and well-
placed voice samples, everything hitting the precise
points an which she has intended. Her backup band
plays a huge part in this, holding back just enough
to let her get everything across but embellishing
the picture in such o way as to not let it appear
blank. From Subtle Sister Productions. More info:
www.alixolson.com. —Lance Walker

Britney Spears

In the Zone
Britney Spears has gone
from a teen superstar to
one of the most intriguing
female artists of our time,
On her faurth album, In the
Zone, Spears collaborates
with the likes of P. Diddy,
R. Kelly, Moby, and

| Tom Andersen

Before,” are standout tracks worth hearing,

Ember Swift is another one of the out
musicians who performs on Olson’s
Independence Meal, and Swift is also an
artist whose delivery and performance
persona are based in the Ani DiFranco
tradition. On her most recent CD,
Stiltwalking | Few’ll Ignite Sound ), Swift, an
OutVoice

nominee,

Chart topper and an Outmusic
does deliver some unusual
“Ten Feet Tall,” *When

a Gypsy Makes Her Violin Cry,” and

surprises, including

“Boinked (The Bride).”

5, | didn’t expect to
be taken for a ride on a country road, as I
was on Tom Andersen’s new CD, Who
Knows? (Other Music).
time MAC
Cabarets & Clubs) award winner, covers the

Speaking of surprises

Andersen, a five-

twangy “Once 1 Was” and the torchy “Ghost

1 This House,” two songs written by
country music songwriter Hugh Prestwood
Colin Raye, Kathy

Mattea), as well

as doing a

Tricha Yearwood,

heartbreaking
interpretation of
*I Fall to Pieces.”
Even the orig
inals, some of
which were co-
written with gay
songwriter Tim
DiPasgua, have
1 contemporary
country quality.
It's not difficult
- to imagine the
Dixie Chicks, Martina McBride, or Blake
Shelton covering “Another Tuesday,” “Then
Again,” or “Who Knows?,”

country music DJ would do his listeners a

although a daring

great service by playing Andersen’s own

version of these songs. —

Madonna, among others. The songs on this
album have much more of a dance-club rhythm
than her previous albums. This is a well-written,
well-performed CD, definitely one of Spears’
more ambitious albums to date. From lJive
Records [wwW.iivsr'Ecurds.corn]. More info:
www.britney. com. —Andrea Rodricks

Pink
Try This
: Pink has experimented
with a variety of musical
5!y|as, and this time she
returns with a more rock-
oriented album. On Try
This, she once again
teams up with Linda
Perry and enlists Tim
Armstrong of the punk band Rancid as @ song-
writer and producer. The music on the disc —
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The songs on Intimacy by LaMont
Ridgell (lamontridgell.com) are taken from
Ridgell's cabaret show, which premiered in
January 2002, Ridgell has superb taste,
beginning with the title track, which is a
powerful Bruce Roberts
tune. He also does moving
renditions of songs by
Craig Carnelia (*"What
the Song Should Say/
Could It Be Love?,” “Look
in My Eves") and John
Bucchino (“If 1 Ever Say
I'm Over You,” “Grate-
ful”), and Roberts again
(*Let Me Steal Your Heart
from Him"”). Ridgell also
allows himself (and the
listener) to have fun with
“The Kite” (from You're
a Good Man, Charlie
Brown) and a revitalized
reading of “Orange
Colored Sky.”

Could Eric Himan be
the gay Chris Carrabba
(of Dashboard Con-
fessional)? He's got the
tatts, spent time in
Florida, and he possesses
an emo energy that is
hard to deny. Himan’s
third album AN for Show (Thumbecrown)
also has the acoustic guitar fury of Melissa
Ferrick and Ani DiFranco, and it also has
the same queer spirit. From his admission
of being a prude on “One Night Stands” to
his confrontation of a rapist on “My
Decision” to breaking through to someone

on “The Outskirts of You™ to the comfort of

his shoulder on “A Good, Good Cry” to the

GrooveQut Shorts 27005
ranges from dance tracks to rock anthems. The
CD kicks off with the album’s first single
"Trouble” and ends with “"Hooker,” o hidden-
track. Pink has always been innovative with her
sound, and this disc offers a unique style and is
loaded with catchy pop-rock-like tunes. From
Arista Records [www.arista.com). Mere info:
www.pinkspage.com. —AR

Original London Cast Recording
Taboo

The story of Taboo
focuses on the inter-
secting lives of twe
young men, Leigh
Bowery (played by Boy
George), a brilliant
underground artist/
performance artist, and
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Eric Himan

closing perspectives of leaving someone (“On
the Drive”) and being left behind (“It’s Only
Fair”), the third time sounds like the charm
for Himan.

Az is always the case, there is no lack of
discs by queer female bands, Escape Artist
(Chacs Kitchen) by The Dolly Ranchers
from Santa Fe is a
stunning dise of insur-
gent Americana, remi-
niscent of The Be Good
Tanvas, Victoria Wil-
liams, and early Erin
McKeown. The Dolly
Ranchers perform tra-
ditional-sounding orig
inals such as “Drink Me,”
“Maddie Girl Slim,”
“Cholula” (as in *Maria
gets her cholula on
the side/fand when she
walks away/she ain’t
hardly satisfied”), “Train
Bridge,” “Chicken House
Breakdown,” “Stars at
Night,” and “WWJCD
(What Would Johnny
Cash Do?),” most with a
gueer stinger attached
The Dolly Ranchers’ cover
of Hazel Dickens's “Don't
Put Her Down, You
Helped Put Her There,”
also shows that they have
done their research.

Queer female rockers continue to
dominate, and new disecs by Evil Beaver and
Erase Errata attest to that fact. Pleased to
Eat You (Johanns Face/Frooty Nation) finds
the Third Coast duo of Evie Evil (vocals and
guitar) and Laura Ann Beaver (drums) still
mining the metal (“Forbidden Fruit,” “Pot
Pie,” “You Suck! Sucker,” “Nacho Baby,”

George O'Dowd (played by Euan Morten), a
scenester who grows into international pep
superstar Boy George. The CD features 20 original
songs penned by Boy George, as well as his clossic
new-wave hit “Do You Really Want to Hurt Me.”
From First Night Records (www.first-night-
records.com). —Suzie Lynde

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack
Gypsy
s Long out of print, now re-
Gy ~BE i wile=  mpstered for the first time
ever, let Gypsy entartain
you, let Gypsy make you
smile! This new CD features
vocal performances by
Matolie Wood and Ros-
alind Russell, and though
it's actually a bit painful to listen to Russell, it's also
a treat—we're allowed behind the scenes to hear
why Broadway and nightclub performer Lisa Kirk

“Where's the Beef?") and even dabble in
some experimentation (“Sonny Side Up”)
that pays off for them. Left Coasters Erase
Errata could be graduates of the punk rock
class of '77, but are more likely the children
of the class of '77. Listen closely and you
can hear echoes of Gang of Four and The
Slits throughout At Crystal Palace (Trouble
Man Unlimited). In this challenging but
rewarding album, recommended tracks
include “Ca. Viewing,” “Let’s Be Active c/o
Club Hott,” “The White Horse Is Bucking,”
and “A Thief Detests, The Criminal
Elements of the Ruling Class.”

Gay men are also rocking out when they
can. Frustrated Housewives, for instance,
have released an EP, Boys Like Me (Le
Lipsticke) with two edgy remixes of The
Waitresses' “I Know What Boys Like” and
the original Adam Baum tune “Trade.”

The bands The Unicorns and Atomie-
bombpocketknife have openly gay men
within their ranks. Che Arthur, who sounds
like Husker Du era Bob Mould on his solo
debut dise, AN of Your Tomorrows Were
Decided Today (Flameshovel), is a member
of the Chicago band Atomicbomb-
pocketknife. The album opens with some
straightforward rockers before mellowing
out on the songs “Words Are Impossible,”

“After It Has Turned to Dust,” *Valley of

Fire,” and the instrumental “Heresies.”
Arthur cranks it up again on the title track
and “Chains.” Who Will Cut Our Hair When
We're Gone? (Alien 8) by The Unicorns
features openly gay singer Alden Penner,
and like The Hidden Cameras, proves that
there is a massive amount of cool queer
music being made in Canada. Electronic
flourishes enhance the guitars and drums
on songs such as “Tuff Ghost,” a penny
whistle raises the stakes on “Sea Ghost,” a
garage rock roar propels "The Clap,” 1 —

was hired to do the vocals for the film. [However,
it's all Russell on “Mr. Galdstone, | Love You,"”
and on “Rose’s Turn” it's both Russell and Kirk.)
We also get to listen to six previously unreleased
gems: the film version of the classic “Rose’s Turn”
and rare outtakes of “Together Wherever We
Go," "Some People,” “Small World,” "You'll
Mever Get Away from Me,” and “Everything's
Coming Up Roses.” You'll love the accompanying
booklet with notes on the making of the film, and
it also contains some greul‘ phcﬂ'os. Some people
sit on their butts, but don’t be one of them—get
up and get out and get Gypsy. From Rhino Movie
Music (www.rhino.com). —Blase DiStefano

Original Broadway Cast Recording
The Boy from Oz

The Boy from Oz tells the dazzling, funny, and
hqurtbracking story of the great entertainer Peter
Allen, from his humble beginnings growing up in
the Australian outback through o meteoric —+
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email: LillyCath@ aol.com » www.cybersim.com/hermes

}Oﬁatag/mpﬂuj/

We provide a full range of on-location
photographic services, including:

Bitfpi

® Portraiture
® Candid

® Commercial

® Boudoir

We also offer digital image
processing.

For information or an appointment,
call Todd Rainer at 832-647-8636.

HoustonGrandOpera

Mozart’s most beloved Opera.

e NAGIC
FLUTE

Enter a magical, mystical world,
where good triumphs over evil

in a delightful fairy tale. HGO's
landmark |,11'{:dLlL‘1il:m 5 l_iL‘Hil.:'.l'IL'd
i fak, creator of

ild Things Are.

January 30, February 1m, 6,
8m, 11, 13, 15m, 2004

Sung in German
with English surtitles

www.houstongrandopera.org

— .l ';__-_Ep_ntiﬁental _‘
For tickets, call 713-228-0OPERA (6737)

" ———— -

“Properly done, modern dental care should NEVER burt,

should not be stressful and should last a long time.”

We employ the best and newest techniques and
materials because YOU are our
first and only concern.

My practice is not a “clinic” setting!

YOU get guality time, one patient at a time.
Every time. Come see how much difference
a nonclinical setting makes for comfort!

Strict adherence to cutting-edge
sterlization of all instruments
and facilities,

Bruce W. Smith

1006 MISSOURI ST.

Hours By Appointment

713.529.4364
EE e

Restorative, Cosmetic and Preventative Dentistry for Adults Siuce 1981
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[ TCTALTY contined from page 68

Was Born (a Unicorn)” has a pop zest,
“Inoculate the Innocuous” recalls The
Cure, and “Ready to Die” is the curious
counterpart to opening track “I Don't
Wanna Die.”

Some 30 vears after the
release of Fur Coats and Blue
Jeans, her debut album,
Deidre McCalla is back with
her latest dise, Playing for
Keeps (MaidenRock). Con-
tinuing to combine her per-
suasive political messages
with folk, country, blue-
grass, and gospel musical
arrangement, McCalla's latest
is definitely a keeper. McCalla
shines her unique sense of
humor on “If God Only Knew,”
a song about a serious subject, on which she
is joined by Linda Tillery. Touching on
topical matters “from crusades to jihads,”
MecCalla sings “Armies line up/And their
hearts fill with pride/Each one convinced/
They've got God on their side.” You can
almost hear her shaking her head in the
chorus as she sings, “For if God only knew/
What's being done in her name/She’d realize
the humans/Have all gone insane.”

laving for Keeps also has a pair of songs
about letting go of love. “Moving on from
Here,” contains the empowering lines
“Looking straight ahead/Facing the fear/]
can't undo what's done/But [ am moving on
from here,” which is a sentiment to which

ed from

GrooveQut Shorts ;20

ge ba

rise to fame as an inter-

B A Y TR, AN B

national star who would
go on to sell out week-
long engagements at
Radio City Music Hall.
Discovered by Judy Gar-
lend, he married her
daughter Liza Minnelli
and wentan ta become a beloved periormer and

an Oscar-winning songwriter. The production
features stoge and screen star Hugh Jackman
as Allen. From Decca Broadway (www.iclossics.
com/iclassics/broadway.jsp). —Trey Carrington

Maureen McGovern
Out of This Werld

Qut of This World is a
- 3
- nuanced and impas-
= sioned collection of
- 4 songs by Harold Arlen.
3 McGovern's impeccably
. .

rendered interpretations
include favorites fram
Ho”ywaod [“Over the
Rainbow” from The Wizard of Oz, “The Man
That Got Away"” from A Star Is Born) and Broad-
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many people can relate. “Thanks for Asking”
deals with the dreaded experience of
running into an ex-lover after a breakup and
is infused with a positive outlook. “Mama
Loves Me,” which 1s about the many “ways
to be a family,” deserves to become the
theme song of alternative
families everywhere. In the
song, MeCalla who is a co-
founder of Atlanta Family
Pride, sings about same-sex
parents, single moms, and
blended families, with a
warm, loving, and parental
embrace.

Acclaimed and award-
winning out singer/song-
writer SONIA has reissued
her 2001 CD, Me, Too
(Disappear Records). She has
shuffled the song order and
added her cover of “I Just Don't Know What
to Do” (which originally appeared on the
Dusty Springfield tribute dise Forever
Dusty). As always, it's a pleasure to have
something to listen to by SONiA, and [ am
still touched by her duet with her nephew
Dylan on “Turtle Flowers,” a song that they
co-wrote. Acoustic blues singer/songwriter
Sean Wiggins has released her third album,
I Gotta Be Me (Wigmeister Music). A well-
traveled live performer, Wiggins includes
“live” song intros to “L.A. Blues.” the title
track, *Grandpa,” the humorous yet
traumatic “music business is rewarding”
live monologue “The St. Louis Story,” and

the expressions of gratitude in “Thanks.”

way ("Come Rain or Come Shine” from Si. Louis
Woman, “A 5|eep|n' Bee"” fram House of Flowers),
as well as less frequently heard songs like “Let’s
Toke a Walk Around the Block” and "Don’t Like
Goodbyes.” This reissue features two new bonus
tracks, “Let’s Fall in Love™ and "QOptlimistic Voices”
from The Wizard of Oz. From Fynsworth Alley
[www.bynsworthalley.com). —=TC

Nelly Furtado
Folklare

Nelly Furtado showed up
on the scene in the fall of
2000 with the release
of her acclaimed debut
Whaoa, Nellyl Radio tracks
such as “I'm Like o Bird”
and "Turn off the Light”
intraduced listeners ta o
young Canadian, British Columbian by birth and
Partuguese by heritage, who brought a self-styled
vibrancy to the diverse music she whipped together:
hip-hop, Partuguese fado, pop, soul, classical,
Brazilian, dance, folk, Latin, and anything else that
seemed expressive and clive to her. The new
album’s songs further develop the ideas and
emolions that have long compelled Furtado. And
with her ever-upbeat sense of fusion and generosity,

Favorite tracks of mine include the lovely
“Remember Spring” and the piano-driven
“Anyway It Happens.”

And dont forget about Christine Mar-
tucci, a rocker from the Melissa Etheridge
mold, and her new CD, Mama Says (www.
christinemartueei. com).

LGBT choruses have been singing the
songs of John Kander and Fred Ebb for
years. Several of the duo’s musical theater
creations—Cabaret, Chicago, The Rink, The
Act, Kiss of the Spider Woman, Woman of
the Year, to name just a few—have a queer
sensibility and contain songs that are a good
fit for queer choral groups. Boston Gay
Men’'s Chorus, under the musical direction
of Reuben M. Reynolds I11, have taken note
of Kander and Ebb’s appeal and have
recorded Razzle Dazzle: The Broadway
Hits of Kander & Ebb (www.bgme.com), an
entire CD of the pair's compositions,

Finally, I want to make mention of a trio
of older dises by queer artists. They are
Precious (www.brianwspencer.com) by self-
professed Catie Curfis fan Brian W.
Spencer; Inside (rgoberville@jths.org) by
Richard Anthony (a Chicago-area singer/
songwriter who I met when he was
competing in one of the Windy City
Suburban Gay Idol contests); and Too Much
Excitement (Beluga) by the Chicago-based
trio Pistol Whipped

At the 2003 OutMusic Awards in June,
Shapii
Cutstar
invalvement by noan-mus
the work of GLBT perfor:

recetved the an

iding Support, wh

g in furthering

her music continues to ignore the stylistic restric-
tions that can leave pop music stale. From Dream-
Works Records [www.dreamworksracords com).
More info: www.nellyfurtada.com. —SL

Floetry
Floacism “Live”

Everything you always
wanted te know about
Philadelphia but were
afraid to ask comes true
again with this London,
England duo’s relocation
to Philly three years ago.
As if the presence of The
Roots aver the last 10 years and the more recent
materialization of Jill Scott and Kindred the
Family Soul weren’t enough, Floetry further
reatfirms our faith in the city as a hotbed of soul
as they come racing out of the gates with a two-
disc set showeasing songs from their debut album
Floetic as well as three newly recarded tracks.
Floetry manages to knit together twao very
unique voices in Marsha Ambrosius and Natalie
Stewarl, crisscrossing their stories and melodies
over an apt wall of sound birthed of the work of
producers A Touch of Jazz, overseen by Philly
stalwart D) Jazzy Jeff Townes, An accom- +

L DO YOU INJECT® =
SPEED?
CRYSTAL METH?
TINA?

MNational

Are you a guy
who has sex with men?

Do you usefinject
Speed, Crystal Meth, Tina?

$25 for Confidential Interview

Call (713) 270 - 7400

SPECTACLES ON MONTROSE

4317 MONTROSE BLVD - 713.529.3937

EYE EXAMS - CONTACTS - EYEWEAR

ANIMAL
CHIROPRACTIC
(and people too!)

Humans » Horses™ o Dogs® » Cars'
*vet referral required (Call for form)

TOP CHIROPRACTOR!

OutSmart Reader’s Choice Award 2003
Dr. Jackie Doval
MS. DC,CALC

Chiropractor for all Walks of Life!

404 Westheimer « 713.627.9355

(Westheimer & Taft)

www.aveadoctors.com | www.docjackie.com

Moments

Jogging
Seawall

One Bedroom Condos,
Sun-Thur rates per night,
from $69
Rate valid through January 30, 2004
Mot vald holid or special event weekends.
Based on availability. Subject to increase

Mardi Gras 2004!
R February 13-14 & 20-21
l from $129;‘night, 2 night minimum.

L d

THE

ZICTORIAN

& CONFERENCE CENTER

A Suite for the Price of a Room

6300 Seawall Boulevard * Galveston
800-231-6363 « 409-740D-3555
www.VictorianCondo.com
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’fpour family is what you want it to be.
Your mortgage is what you need it to be.
At Chase, we understand both.

When you find your dream home and it's time for
financing, let Chase Home Finance be your guide.

Whether you're buying alone or with a partner,
you can feel comfortable.

A mortgage specialist will work with you to meet
your needs every step of the way, from application
to closing.

Chase Home Finance

1800 West Loop South, Suite 1950
Houston, Texas 77027

713/968-8727

Moe Sarakbi

Assictant Vice President

THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EYERYTHING?

P

FLEXIBLE MORTGAGE PROGRAMS

Call Moe today for all of your home financing needs.

AFHEER

A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Capturing events
for our community
Is my passion.

Check my website and
see who's there!

Dalton DeHart
713.622.2202

ddeharti@flash.net

essential

touch™

www.ddehart.com

www.ddehart.com
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GrooveQut Shorts
panying live DVD, featuring a full one-hour show,
is exactly what you would expect from listening to
their recordings—full of energy, life, and a
seduction of their audience the recordings couldn’t
possibly deliver. Though the video itself is a little
flat compared to the film, the sound does not
suffer. This live show was recorded ot House of
Blues in New Orleans—arguably one of the best-
sounding rooms in the country, it not the waorld.
Look for them to bring thal sound to Houston in
February, supporting Erykah Badu when she
kicks oft her tour in our fair city. From DreamWorks
(www.dreamworksrecords.com). —LW

Toni Braxton
Ultimate
This ultimate R&B album
is the first anthology of
Toni Braxton's entire re-
cording career. Ultimate
has a decade of pop/
R&B hits by one of the
s most recognizable voices
' in music history. This re-
lease also includes her debut single “Give U My
Heart,” a collaboration with Babyfuce. In addition,
there are two new recordings and a previously
unreleased radio cut of the Hex Hector remix for
“Un-Break My Heart.” With her sultry R&B vocals
Toni Braxton has become an industry legend.
From Arista Records (www.arista.com). —=AR

Galleon

So | Begin

Galleon is French musi-
cians Gilles Luka and
Phillippe Laurent. (Fel-
low rugby buddies for
over 10 years, they
named their duo after
French football star
Jerome Galleon.) Both
producars in their own right, H‘m}r got Tugelhar
two years ago and decided to introduce o new
sound, a hybrid of pop, rock, and house, with
an acoustic feeling. Laurent is the duo's
keyboardist and mixer; Luka is the vocalist and
melody man. The Galleon single "So | Begin”
went gold in France, selling more than 300,000
singles, and was a top-10 hit in New York City.
From Radikal Records (www.radikal.com). More
info: www.galleon-online.com. —TC

Berlin Philharmonic/Sir Simon Rattle
Beethoven: Fidelio

Beethoven's only
opera was first heard
in 1805 when it bore
the title Leonore, the
true name of the
heroine who disguises
herself as a man—
Fidelio—to rescue her
husband, a pelitical prisoner. A second version
appeared in 1806 and a further revision in May
1814, For this recording, Sir Simon Rattle chose

the orchestra of which he is now chief conductor
and artistic director, the Berlin Philharmonic. This
recarding is taken frem concert performances at
the Philharmenie in Berlin in April 2003. The 2-CD
set is from EMI Classics [www.emiclassics.com).
More info: www.berlin-philharmonic.com. —=TC

Eroica Trie
Beethoven: Triple Concerto Op. 56 & Piano Trio Op. 11

ERDICA
TRIO

Pianist Erika Nickrenz,
violinist Adela Pefia, and
cellist Sara Sant’Ambrogio
have been making beautiful
music together since they
were children. It was while
they were students at
Juilliard and well on their
way to distinguished solo careers that they decided
to form the Eroica Trio. Since winning the presti-
gious Naumburg Award in 1991, followed by o
hugely suecessful Lincaln Center debut, the Grammy-
neminated trio has become one of the most ae-
claimed chamber-music groups in the world. They
have performed the Beethoven Triple Concerto
maore frequently than any other tric in history. From
Angel Records (www.angelrecords.com). Mark
your calendar: The Eroica Trio is scheduled for @
Houston concert on April 27, 2004, ot Stude
Concert Hall. —5L

Music DYD

Jennifer Lopex

The Reel Me

Jennifer Lopez is one of the
most infamously famous
female entertainers of our
time. This impressive DVD
includes all of J Lo's music
videos, and she has incor-
porated an interview be-
tween each video to give it
a mare personal fauch. J Lo
has an eye for the visuals,
and her videos are pro-
ductions that elevate the songs to new heights. The
DVD contains every J Lo video from her first “If
You Had My Love” to the latest “Baby | Love U.”
Also included is o six-track CD with some of J Lo’s
recently remixed tracks. From Sony Music
|www.sonymusic.com/dvd)
www.jenniferlopez.com. —AR

Far more info:

Music DVD

Various Artists

Disco Inferno

Disco has never really gone
away. This ultimate col-
lection of disco classics,
which never fail to pack
any dance floor, is de-
signed to take you back to
some greal disco mem-
ories. The DVD includes
disco artists perfarming
live on a European disce
: television show. Classic
Pictures releases the live performances taken from
Musik Laden, an old TV show from West Germany,

There are some great songs including Donna
Summer’s “She Works Hard for the Money” as well
as performances from the likes of The Village
Pecple, The Jacksons, Sister Sledge, Lipps
Incorporated, and Boney M. From Classic Pictures
(www.classicpictures.co.uk). —AR

Music DVD

Various Artists

Dance Hits USA

Anyoane who is a fan of dance music and all of the
genres that fall under the gﬁnerql category of
dance is well aware that dance music gets little te

no exposure in the
national media. What
is o dance music fan to
do? Radikal Records
comes to the rescue
with Dance Hits USA an
DVD, which features
top artists such as ATB,
Zombie MNation, Per-
petucus Dreamer, Si-
nead O'Connor, Mad’
house, Yoodoo & Serano, and Galleon. From
Radikal Records (www.radikal.com). —SL

JUST SWEET ENOUGH

f Erasure isn't the gayest band

you've ever heard, then the hook

needs to be rewritten, the deck
needs to be reshuffled, and those dance
floors need to be eleared. When “Oh
L'Amour” broke in 1986, it only reached
number 85 on the UK charts, but
it set the stage for an
illustrious career for
the duo of Andy Bell
and Vinece Clarke
(alzo one of the found-
ing members of De-
peche Mode and Yaz).

The flamboyant Bell
was the perfect vehicle
for their sugary brand of
electro-pop, and some 17
vears later it is evident that
the aforementioned sugar
has caramelized itself into
stone. Erasure has forged a
legendary career full of sticky-
sweet pop hits, and this
Greatest Hits collection is a
fitting tribute to their
storied history,

The DVD disc is only
further acknowledgement of
their unhridled flamboyance and the
way in which it ties itself to their musie,
weaving in and out of every line and
every movement. Andy Bell makes as
pretty a woman as he does a gorgeous
man, taking the lead role in an era of
music videos that encouraged a type of
fun which was fashioned from that
organic element of the band having a
say in the images and thoughts their
visual element would communicate,

Without the videos, you still have
the songs, but what Erasure has done
with the musie video is incredibly
groundbreaking in terms of what they
were doing with (at the time) somewhat

limited tools. There were very few
special effects, but loads of sharp camera
wark and the relentless pursuit of every
perfect angle into which Bell's face could
fall (which were a lot), But it is the
editing that makes the videos
work—the timing of the
images in with the songs,
subtle movements in the
sets which are choreo-
graphed with the musie in
flawless meter. Easily
the most brilliant ex-
ample of this is “Love to
Hate You," with di-
rector David Mallet's
meticulous waork
slinging itself all
over the map in a
flurry of magnif-
icent backdrops,
implausible lighting,
and a peculiar story
that has you begging
for the next page to
turn itself.
and
still is a flexible muscle
of pop music—all over
the place in every song,

Erasure was

constantly reinventing themselves as if
the canvas needs to be re-stretched
every time they created something new,
and that is what has been their
strongest point all along, Despite what
they have done for themselves and in the
space of their own career, what they
have formulated musically over the
years has opened the doors (and the
public ear) for newer acts such as New
York City's symth-pop darlings Saviet,
who might just be the next carriers of
the torch in the sticky-sweet dominion
of electro-song. Watch out. From Sire/
Mute (www.mute.com). —Lw ll
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1Mo’s

Ttalian Restaurant

Chef Pepe draws on 15 years
of experience for delicious,
moderately priced Holion in
o cosual, artistic amosphere.

3 Bring Your Own Botile &

1421 Richmond near Montrose

713.522.9044

PARTNER & ESTATE
PROTECTION FOR
GAY/LESBIAN COUPLES

Medical Power of Attorney ___‘
|

Appointment of Agent for
Disposition of Remains

|
Durable Powerof Atiomey. | ‘

m"s um;wmﬂ Law
Criminal & Juvenile Defense

Probate

Special Education

Cohabitation Agreements

4203 Yoakum'» Suite 330
Houaston TX. 77006

Office: 713.630.1010
Cell: 713.306.0020
Fax:.713.630.1023
Email: monica@lawvaughan.com
Web; www.lawvaughan.com

**Hiot cartified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
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ReadOut

by Gregg Shapiro

LESBIAN LAUGHTER

Humorist Kim Ficera considers
Sex, Lies and Stereotypes

im Ficera's outrageously enter-
taining and amusing collection
of essays, Sex, Lies and Stereotvpes

(Kensington Books), is subtitled “An uncon-
ventional life uncensored.” If you believe
what you read, uneonventional is the right
word. Ficera, who is one of Out’s 2003 Out
100, pushes all the right buttons and is sure
to have you laughing out loud and repeating
some of her most humorous observations to
vour lesbian, gay, and straight friends.

Gregg Shapiro: One stereotype that you
dispel with your book Sex, Lies and
Stereotypes is the one about humorless
lesbians. When did you discover that you
were funny?

Kim Ficera: When Joanne Conetta wrote in
my autograph book, “*Your [sic] the funnies

“I often called lerry

Falwell and Pat
Robertson
morons," author
Ficera recalls.

[sic] girl T know,” I think we were in the third
grade. Joann couldn’t spell, but she had a
great laugh. 1 loved making her laugh. My
family tells me that I've always been “enter-
taining.” What they really mean is that I've
always been sarcastic. My point is people
will tell you when you're funny. Your job 1s
to figure out zow you're funny and what best
to do with that information. I think delivery
is the key to a successful joke and a witty
phrase. If vou want proof of this, just think
of a time when you heard someone with no
personality and bad timing screw up a really
good joke or story. So it helps to be an extro-
vert with rhythm.

Emerson College in Boston, where you
received your undergraduate degree, has
a reputation for being something of a

Gay Men Have Wonderful Relaﬁﬁné.
(if they know how)

Loving well brings the things we want most: comfort, companionship, fun, happiness, honesty,

indness, 0{81’?}4 mutual respect, satisfaction, secunty, sensuality, sexual fulfillment,

unders

Finding the Right Partner,
A workshop for single gay men
This workshop is designed to teach single gay men

lo have more successiul, lasting, love relationships,
and to help them avoid repeating old mistakes. It is

also helpful to men who are beginning to date again.

This workshop is intended to help you:

anding, warmth. These workshops will help you have these things.

Loving and Being Loved Well,
A workshop for gay couples

This workshop is excellent for enriching established
relationships, for new couples who want to ensure
the success of their relationships, and for couples
who are considering breaking up.

This workshop is designed to:

» Improve your dating skills

» Find and be attracted to better partners

» Stop wasting time in poor relationships

» See the real person you are dating

» Predict the course of a new relationship

» Discover and overcome the things that have kept
you from having the wonderful man you want

» Put your previous experiences behind you so you
can have the love you want

Improve communication skills

Show you the progression of love relationships
Teach skills for increasing happiness

Increase compassion for both partners

Increase or preserve romance in the relationship
Qvercome the recurring hot spots

Help you predict troublesome issues so you can
take the sling out when they come

Learn to transform blame and frustration

Register for one of these weekend workshops which have helped thousands of gay men find and keep what they want in
relationships. Although you will not be pressed into unpleasant or excessive self-disclosure, you will have the fun of
meeting others who are taking positive steps toward attaining their dreams of loving and being loved. You'll be served
lunch on Saturday and wine and cheese following the Sunday session.

Psychotherapist, Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP, is a pioneer in the area of gay male relationships beginning in 1980 with the
first English language study of gay couples through today when he has helped thousands of gay men find and maintain
happy, loving relationships. These are serious and in-depth workshops, but Tony's warm, lighted-hearted style makes it
easy to understand and apply the serious, proven concepts that will help you along your journey toward loving and being
loved the way you want. Participants are offered the unique experience of seeing and hearing from both members of a real
gay couple as Tony s joined in the workshops by his life partner, Dr. Bruce Smith.

All workshops are Saturday 10:00 am - 5:00 pm and Sunday 12:30 pm - 5:00 pm. Singles workshops are $155 per person
or $290if you bring a friend. Couples workshops are $290. As space is limited, a deposit and reservations are required.

Gay Couples
December 6 & 7, 2003 or,
January 24 & 25, 2004

$290 per couple

Single Men
December 13 & 14, 2003 or,
January 10 & 11, 2004

$155 each; $290 for two

For Reservations or Information

713-527-0000

Tony @HoustonTherapist.com

TONY CARROLL, LMSW-ACP
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comedy factory, with Denis Leary and
Anthony Clark being among some of the
other alumnus. Did being at Emerson
make you want to pursue humor writing?
Actually, when 1 was at Emerson, I wrote
short stories and poetry—some pretty dark
poetry, in fact. I was there to study—some-
thing [ hadn't bothered to do in high school,
the place where I learned to do drugs and
touch my nose with my tongue. I'd dropped
out in '76. So when I decided to finish school
and then go on to college, I was very serious
about getting my shit together. Very serious.

At Emerson 1 read Jerzy Kosinski early
on and loved his work, namely The Painted
Bird. Powerful stuff! It was a Holocaust
story—sad, moving, violent, and sexual.
Nothing funny about it at all. I soon noticed
that my own short stories took on dark and
death-filled topics. I laugh at
it now, because | honestly don't
remember what was going
through my head at the time. |
can't blame drugs, because I'd
stopped taking them. I don’t
even know if [ was a good or
bad poet and short-story
writer. But if this humor thing
doesn't work out, I might try
writing horror scripts. Why
not? Sounds like fun.

Like fellow lesbian journalist
Deb Price, you are a queer
voice in mainstream news-
papers. What has that experience been like
for you?
It was one of the best experiences of my life
Too often, gay journalists at gay publi-
cations aren't taken seriously, not even by
other gay journalists in similar positions.
So they use their positions at gay pubs as
stepping stones to better jobs at nongay
pubs, where they hope to gain respect and
learn more. By the way, in my opinion, lack
of respect, coupled with the fact that gay
publications don't pay writers well, might
explain why there are too few really great
GLBT journalists at GLBT publications.
Anyway, being an out lesbian at an
alternative weekly helped me to win respect
and favor with readers and peers. My
agenda wasn't assumed because my job was
clear. I was an opinionated columnist with
a sense of humor. I made people think while
also making them laugh. Everyone knew
that I was a liberal queer with very strong
opinions on organized religion and the Re-
publican Party. I often called Jerry Falwell
and Pat Robertson morons. And I wasn't
easy on the eurrent admimstration. But
more often [ made fun of myself and other
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queers. “Homo Depot,” my very first pub-
lished essay, is a great example of that.

Very early in Sex, Lies and Stereotypes,
on the acknowledgements page in fact,
you make reference to God. God and
religion surface again in the essays “The
Immaculate Deception,’ “Surgeon on the
Mound,’ “God Is a Boy's Name,’ “The Visit,"
and others. What part do you think being
Catholic and having a religious upbringing
played in developing your sense of humor?
A huge part. Without a sense of humor, I'd
he '.\'l‘LrJn;.E love letters to the pope from a
poorly decorated house I'd share with a
husband, five kids, and nine bibles, instead
of writing essays. The behavior of very
religious people fascinates me. I couldn't
make up the insane and funny things people
say and do to convince each other that their
beliefs are true and right.

When | was seven and about to receive
communion for the first time, | asked my
mother what the body of Christ tastes like.
As | wrote in the hook, with a straight face
she told me it tastes like baloney, my favorite
lunchmeat at the time. Huh? The body of
Christ tastes nothing like baloney!

[ love my parents, and I know that they
were trying to do the right thing by drag-
ging me to church, sending me to catechism,
and hanging extra-large erucifixes in our
house, but there were days, Sundays specif-
ically, when my mother just acted crazy.
When I was seven and about to receive com-
mumon for the first time, I asked my mother
what the body of Christ tastes like. As |
wrote in the book, with a straight face she
told me it tastes like baloney, my favorite

lunchmeat at the time. Huh? The body of

Christ tastes nothing like baloney! Why not
tell me it tastes like a really thin, bland
cracker? | think Jesus would have approved
of that simple, honest answer. I mean,
¢'mon! It's not as if she needed to protect
me from Christ's flesh, a vile snack dis-
guised as a wafer and distributed by the
cannibal priests at our church. What the hell
was she thinking?

You also touch on some very sacred topics
in the lesbian community including the
mullet (“Mullet Head"), the meeting of the
partner's family (“All in the Family"), faking
argasms (“Liar, Liar Pants on Fire"),

breasts (“The Tit Parade”), common les-
bian names (“Name that Lesbian”), and, of
course, the holy of holies, Home Depot
(“Homo Depot”). How do you decide that
a subject is worth writing about?
Nothing’s taboo, but some things, like the
mullet, are overdone. Unless a writer can
come up with a new angle on an old topie, he
shouldn’t touch 1t. Unless the mullet makes
a serious comeback, I'm done with it.
When I'm still laughing about an
experience a week later, I do my best to put
it on paper effectively. For example, this
past weekend my partner and I went to
South Carclina to visit her Irish family
and celebrate an early Thanksgiving, We
stayed at the beach house of a family friend
who also happens to be a high-ranking
Republican in that state. As the only
Demoecrat and full-fledged Italian in the
bunch, it was my job to make antipasto. So
I, a leshian with a sincere hatred
of George W., borrowed a Jeep
covered with Bush /Cheney in 04
bumper stickers and headed to
the Bi-Lo—the name in itself
begs tor an essay, don’t vou think?
—supermarket in search of im-
ported prosciutto and sharp pro-
volone. Try finding that stuff in
South Carolina. Try explaining to
the 80-plus-year-old man bagging
groceries—food he'd clearly never
hefore laid eyes on—that anti-
pasto is nof the same thing as a
salad, noris it Italian (pronounced
Eye-talian) for artichoke.

What has the reception for the book been
like in the lesbian community?

Ovwerall, the response has been great. I have
a stack of letters from lesbian readers who
insist that I am their twin, separated from
them at birth. They get what I'm writing. A
few lesbians have had a hard time with my
essay on common leshian names, though. 1
don’t get that. How is the ohservation that
many lesbians are named Linda, Donna,
and Sue offensive? Mavbe one of vour
readers can vx[ﬂ;'n'n that one to me. Others
have taken issue with my comments on
Lesbian Bed Death. Dare I say those women
need to get laid?

Have you begun assembling essays for
your next book?

Yes. The new book will be slightly different
in the sense that the essays will be con-
nected, more like chapters. I'm net going to
call it a novel, though, because I can’t decide
if that word bores me or scares me to death.

(Grege Shapiro writes regularly for OutSmart
on music and culture.

{Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Jupiter. Travel, education, and sacial justice are aroused
with Jupiter moving through your solar ninth house. You are
very curious ahout expanding upon your education or simply
broadening your horizons. You will come into more contact
with peaple from different cultures and countries. These are
great people for you to be involved with in business or even
relationships. After September, Jupiter enters your solar 10th
house of career, public life, and long-range security, This should
be an excellent time for you lo
seek promolions or new, im-
proved job situations. You will
carry a sense of knowing and
power as you enter all new situ-
ations, People will be expect-
ing more from you, and leader-
ship may he thrust upon you.

Saturn. Your ruling planet,
Saturn, is having you review
your structure of refationships.
If you are in a good relation-
ship, this is a time of renewal
and building new goals. If your
partnership is questionable, it
must be improved. Ignoring
problems that are there will be
impossible. This would be a
great year to consider some
couple’s counseling. If you are
not involved, you are interested
in potential relationships that
have a sense of commitment
and destiny. And you are looking for people who have a tradi-
tional view of commitment. This is a good time to enter into
commitments for you since you are not blinded by love.

Uranus. You are becoming more open in your communi-
cations. You are not so self-judgmental about what you are
saying and the impact that it will have on others. You may find
that your mental activity has sped up and you are restless.
There is a tendency toward clumsiness during this time. Your
mind is definitely more open to new ideas and views. Travel
school, or a new social group can be beneficial now. You are
more attracted to high-tech gadgetry in all aspects of daily
life. Expect to be bored with your routines as you look for
more interesting ways to live,

Neptune. Finances can be very confusing now. On one
evel of consciousness, you are not as afraid of being a

7 (an. 20-Feb. 18)

bag lady as you once were. And you are freed from the
notion of having to survive. The pressing question is, What
do | want to do with my capabilities? This is an extremely
different perspective for a practical sign such as yours.
First, you must find internal motivation that is not based
on what the world thinks. Second, you have to use your
qQenius more imaginatively. And third, you must do some-
thing about this now, so you don't shoot yourself in the

foot out of boredom. Take some classes to see whal you
are attracted to, and try not to concentrate on the poten-
tial outcome.

Pluto. You are digging up your spiritual views and giv-
ing them a good cleaning. Mostly, this has not been an
area of your life that you spent a lot of time on. You were
mare focused on what was important in the here and now.
You had been happy with getting to the afterlife when you
got there. But now you are drawn to knowing more about
Universal Truth. And you will explore many paths before
you decide just which is the best for you. You will draw
maore people to you who are interested in esoteric views. A
teacher will come into your life to help you along this road
of universal discovery. This will enhance the lives of those
of you born January 8-13 or those of you lucky enough to
have planets in those degrees.

F

upiter. With Jupiter moving through your solar eighth
house, you are very husy this year exploring the depths of
collective resources, exploring higher states of consciousness,
and trying to regenerate your very soul, The Universe is open
to helping you by expanding your shared resources in pari-
nerships and drawing you closer te your partner than ever. A

whale new level of intimacy is open to exploration. You are
beginning to understand just what makes you tick, After Sep-
tember, Jupiter makes entrance into your solar ninth house of
philosophy, travel, and histories. School is an excellent place
be al this time, You are open to new ideas and views. Travel is
certainly on your agenda. continued on page 85

method

2437 UNIVERSITY BLVD
HOUSTON, TX 77005
713.807.0003
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OutlLoud

by Sally Sheklow

IN THE WAITING ROOM

Sally and wife face the scope and discover everything’s relative

olonoscopy. The blue sign’s crisp

white letters are medical, un-

flinching., A bold arrow pointing
down the gray-carpeted hall leaves no
guesswork about which way we need to go.
(o may be the wrong choice of words,
considering that's all my sweetheart
has been doing since she drank the
required bowel-cleansing potion at 5
last night—that after a day of
fasting. She followed all the prep
instructions for her colon exam,
bravely downed the broth, filtered
apple juice, and endless glasses of
water, 1 felt callous munching on my after-
dinner Fig-Newmans.

My unlawfully wedded wife and I arrive
at the clinie 10 minutes early to allow for
bathroom time. For months she’s been
dreading this, her first colonoscopy
we've been calling it, her butt-o-scope. She's

ar, as

nervous even though it's only a routine

Discount Benefits

Medical
Dental
Visgon_

Prescriptions
36 benefits in all

Govers the entire family

No PreExisting Conditions
Starting at $29.99/mo.
FREE information
Call 281.772.6015

*This is not individual insurance
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exam, diagnostic care for the well insured.
Her employer doesn't offer domestic partner
benefits—and we don’t live in California,
Vermont, or Belgium, where the law
requires employers to be fair—so I am not

The clinic’s anti-discrimination policy

hangs on the wall in front of us. The phrase

sexual orientation catches my eye.

Nice to know the great queerasaurus wandered

this sterile land before we got here.

covered by her health-care poliey. Like every
other lesbian and gay couple we know, we
are rooting for Massachusetts, eagerly
awaiting marriage equality and the
equalization of benefits. We expect to see
these changes follow a positive ruling in The
0ld Bay State, but for now, no butt-o-scope
for me—a privilege that at the moment I

Who's watching your kids
when you're away?

PET SITTING
IN THE HEIGHTS

* Experienced » Bonded
* Professional » Keferenees Available

Competitive Rates:
S20/day (2+visits) or $10/visit.
SPECIAL 25% CASH, OR
NEW CLIENT DISCOUNT!

P S IN THE

e, )« HEIGHTS

PET SITTING IN THE HEIGHTS
713/869-3698

THESE ARE NOT MODELS. THESE ARE ACTUAL CLIENTS

am relieved to forego. Although [ don't dare
say relieved.
The elinic’s automatic doors open for us,

Just as they do for heterosexuals, I might

add. I'm fired up these days about the
injustice and stupidity of the Federal
Marriage Amendment and am prone
to get testy. But today’s priority is to
get my girlfriend through her
procedure with as little trauma as
possible, and I must stay on task. We
quickly find the elevators. Sweetie
gives a pained look. The elevator
takes its time. She leans on me and
whimpers, “I feel like shit.”

I recognize a pun when I hear one, but I
keep it to myself. She’s in no mood for joking.
She hasn't eaten in more than 24 hours, and
her innards are in overdrive.

The clinie’s anti-discrimination poliey
hangs on the wall in front of us. The phrase
sexual ortentation catches my eve. Nice to

Distinctive B&B Lodging
& Catering Accommodations

Located in the Heart of Montrose!

Historic Accommaodations
Corporate Meeting Rooms
Banguet Facilities
Jacuzzi Suites
Pool /Hot Tub
Near Downtown, Museurns
and the Medical Center

501 Lovett Blvd, Houston, TX 77006

Call (713) 522-5224
| Fax [713) 528-6708

E www, Lovettinn.com

Voted Favorite B&B Lodging

| —OutSmart's Cayest&Greatest

| Reader Poll 2002

know the great queerasaurus wandered this
sterile land before we got here. Activist
clinic employees who reamed these palished
floors in years past agitated for a policy
change to include people like us. I'm
grateful and recognize the risks they took
in the struggle for equality. Thanks to them
we're free to focus on our more urgent
concerns, which, gauging by my honey’s
expression, are getting more urgent by
the minute.

I think about the doctor and staff who
will be handling my tender baby today and
hope they are up on the policy as well as
their colon-examining skills. I hold my
finger to the glass-framed document. My
sleep-deprived partner, bleary from a gut-
rumbly night, reads the words affirming our
entitlement to equal treatment. She cracks
her first smile of the day. (Perhaps crack is
the wrong word considering the tender state
of hers after flushing all that liquid through
her guts. I suppose vou can't blame the
doctor for wanting an unobstructed view.
Won't it make his day when he finds my
darling’s GI tract clean and clear as the
Olympic luge?)

On the third floor at last, the recep-
tionist greets morning appointments
with magic words. “They'll come get you
in just a minute and make you real
comfortable.” This is the talk of legal
drug pushers.

Wifey smiles faintly. She completes the
paperwork. The receptionist wastes no time
in pointing out the restroom around the
corner. My darling heads right for it. (I
guess it's OK to say head, now that one is
available.)

My gal and I take a seat on an uphol-
stered bench. It is hard and unaecom-
modating. This waiting room was not
designed for people to kick back and relax.
Nobody sits still here very long.

For months my sweetheart has been
worried about going under the anesthesia.
She read somewhere that sometimes vou
don’t wake up, an idea she hasn’t been able
to shake. She's been anxious, imagining
the worst. But now her angst has been
dulled by the prep ordeal. She mumbles,
*1 don’t care what they do to me.” Wiped
out as she is (I can't say wiped,) she has
the presence of mind to tug off her wedding
ring and hand it to me for safekeeping. I
slip her ring onto my finger, where it clicks
softly against my matching gold band. We
hold hands. She rests her head on my
shoulder. I stroke her hair. There's no
closet in this waiting room,

A woman wearing a nametag lanyard
strides over and introduces herself. “I'm
Mattie,” she says and holds out her hand.
I'm thinking ahout that nondiserimination

policy. Mattie clutehes a clipboard, glances
at it to make sure she’s got the right patient.
She sure is chipper at this early hour.
Peristalsis hasn't kept her up all night.
“What relation are you?” she aims her
question directly at me. My beloved is too

Carolyn L. Gardiner, M.D.
Board Certified Internal Medicine

groggy for answering complicated questions,
Please God, or whatever force governs these
things, don't let this be a difficult moment.
Could we just for once be a normal couple,
no raised eyebrows and no weird energy? [
am not in confrontation mode, so [ put my
trust in that sign.

“We're married,” I say, trying not to
sound defiant. In any other situation I might
launch into a tirade about discrimination,
bigotry, and homophobia. I'm used to
explaining our entitlement to equal rights.
But I'm in tender nurturing mode and in no
mood for polities.

“Great!” Mattie grins. “OK if T put wife
on her chart?” She is downright eager to

* GGay & Lesbian Health Issues

+ Well Women Exams

* Treatment of Acute & Chronic llinesses

* Screening for Hypertension, Diabetes
and Cholesterol

* Most Insurance Plans Accepted

* FREE PARKING

invoke the nondiscrimination elause.
Colonoscopy: the great
equalizer

Sally Sheklow was born
and raised in Palm Springs.
She and her partner of 16
years accompany each
other through life in Eu-
gene, Oregon.

4126 Southwest Freeway
Suite 1100

Houston, Texas 77027
Tele 713 965-9898

oted hest massage therapist by

exas Triangle Readers Poll 2000 & 20(}

In calls & Out Calls '
. 5 # Light to deep tissue
exceptmﬂaﬂy- ; On-site chair massage
therapeutic

T4

paul
rutledge

pgistered massage therapist #012781

initial massage discount

713.592.0444

————

“Like an old friend...”

N

Thank You OutSmart Readers
for voting us one of the
BEST ITALIAN RESTAURANTS
5 years in a row!

Gome in and let
the Men in Black
take care of you.

-@8{{% -/f‘((émf f/t_f*’»)&m(m fg/

1117 MISSOURI STREET 713.529.3450 weiesn
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Out of Town

by Victor Zorn

DAMES AT SEA

Mexico cruise stars top women and The L Word premiere

he gals (and many guys, too) have
remotes at the ready for The L Word,

the new Showtime series premiering
January 18 about lithesome voung women—
including sapphic sisters—in Loz Angeles.
(See our interview with ereator Ilene
Chaiken on page 00.) Olivia, the travel
provider for lesbians and their loved ones,
has also jumped on the L ship with a
January 16-23 cruise of the Mexican
Riviera featuring some of the program cast.
As if the chance to rub elbows with
Jennifer Beals and Pam Grier (honey, it’s
Foxy Brown) weren't enough incentive,
Olivia will host a week of panel discussions

and breakout sessions featuring a brace of

accomplished lesbians. Billed as the first
Women's Leadership Summit, the event
stars Col. Grethe Cammermeyer, the
decorated former Army nurse and advocate
for lesbian and gay service members. Also
on the bill:

* Kate Kendell, National Center for Lesbian
Rights executive director

* Kathy Levinson, former president and
COO of E*TRADE and founder of the
Lesbian Equality Foundation of Silicon
Valley

* Linda Villarosa, author and former
executive editor of Essence

s Judy Wieder, senior vice president and
corporate editorial director of LPI Media,
parent company of Out, The Advocate, The
Qut Traveler, and HIV Plus.

* Elizabeth Falkner, named one of the
nation’s top pastry chefs by Bon Apetit.
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Women on water:
Col. Grethe Cammermeyer
(above) headlines the
seafaring Women's
Leadership Summit aboard
the MS Standendam, which
also features cast members
of The L Word, whe include
lennifer Beals (far right)
and Pam Grier.

The lineup of eruise entertainment
aboard the MS Statendam will include
Suede, Lueie Blue Tremblay, Zoe Lewis, as
well as comedians Suzanne Westenhoefer,
Kathleen Madigan, and Karen Williams.
Finally, Olivia will also present a premier
screening of The L Word.,

Rates for the San Diego-Puerto Vallarta
run start at $999 per person double
occupancy. Olivia offers special prices until

January 15. Details: www.olivia.com.

Victor Zorn reported on the lesbian-owned
Highlands Inn in the November issue.

MORE CRUISING

Frum January 24-31, Dr. Pegoy Rudd, author
of My Kusdang Wears My Cionbes and
Lrossaressigy with Jigwvdy; and Melanie Rudd
will host another Dignity Cruise, which allows
passengers to enjoy their vacation dressed the
way they like.

“0n the Dignity Cruise 20 cruise out of
Houstan/Galveston in November, there were 16
erossdressers and a equal number of spouses,
girliriends, and supportive friends as well as many
from the Houston-area GLB community,” the
Rudds report. “Since 1988, over 800 transgender
individuals together with spouses, girliriends,

family members. and supportive friends have
enjoyed the ultimate 27 &mme adventure. We
also educate our fellow passengers about the
dignity of the GLBT community, which then leads
to greater understanding and acceptance—even
by some of the conservative religious groups.”
The seven-day January excursion aboard the
Royal Caribbean Grandeur of the Seas will depart
Mew Orleans and travel to Costa Maya, Grand
Cayman, and Cozumel. Rates range from $420
to $710. Details: www.pmpub.com. For reserva-
tions, contact Katy-based Dignity Cruises at 281/
347-SAIL or dignitycruises@mindspring.com. Il

Crossing over: On the last Dignity Cruise, passengers included Denna (l),
a Canadian transgender individual, and Wendy, a San Francisco lesbian.

DON'T MISS IT

stan's gy, kb, bi, uid ersi

BEST OF
1994-2004

Out in 2004 — the 10th Anniversary
Special Edition. Covering a decade of
award-winning OutSmart journalism.

For advertising information,
call 713.520.7237. Deadline 1.15.04.
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RESULTS ORIENTED
GOAL SETTING AND ACHIEVING
NUTRITION COUNSELING

HIGH SCHOOL/COLLEGE
SPORTS TRAINING

IN-HOME, CORPORATE GYM
ONE-2-ONE TRAINING CENTER

personal trainer

713.661.2117
877.775.9616

y Call Joakim (KIM) _ =

« RELATIONSHIPS

+ STRESS

- PERSONAL GROWTH
Houston: 2001 Kirby #600
Clear Lake: 1110 Nasa Road One

over 30 years experience counsefing,
teaching.supervising, & training psychotherapists

13,9 & 052

a gallery featuring local painters, sculptors, photographers,
and jewelry and furniture makers ... Sippora also offers interior design services

Artist Opening Reception “Dancing Colors” « Saturday « January 10, 2004 * 6pm—9pm

713.520.1085|www.sippora.com | 234 west gray

ARTKELLER, DC.

Auto Accidents

Work Injuries
Sports Injuries Acupuncture

Impairment Ratings

713.781.3344

CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC CENTER
3033 Chimney Rock at Richmond, Suite 440
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INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENTLISTING:
a few lines of info about your event;
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+ Kitchen/Bath

CHICKS ROCK!

TAKE TIME FOR YOU

inger»'songwr_iters Patrice P?kl&.‘ and Ellis chr_iszen their massage therapy , Hoom,’liool Enlargements
Texas tour with a go-girls gig in Houston. Pike built up her i : . Built in Cabinets
musical talents with the popular Austin band Sister Seven, who Adrian Sanders, RMT « Enternainment-Conlet

put Pike on stage with the likes of Sarah McLachlan, Natalie REGISTERED MASSAGE THERAPY

« Door Replacement
Merchant, and Dave Matthews. After the band's breakup, Pike p

« Patio Extensions/Cover

30+Years Experience
281.924.1136

Special Sale!
15% OFF

When: January 21, 9 p.m.

Where: Rhythm Room, 1815 Washington Ave. : 4 3 y
How much? $8 Info: www.gogirlemusic.com Submission deadline: JCIHU(]W ]5, 2004

Patrice Pike [above) and Ellis

start their Texas tour in Houston, 832.250.9475

325 Heights Blvd

continued with her solo career, touring much of '03 in the SPORTS z . i dlng 2 More

Austin City Limits Festival, playing alongside REM, Ben E D[]n 1' m |SS our SPEU ul

Harper, Ween, and others, * Ellis developed her folk-rock style : '|U RELAXATION GEEESES A,

as vocalist for the six-piece band Bobby Llama. Tireless, she _ th an n] versa ry ed I“O“ SRR — U

spent her college years intermittently studying, touring re- - m wwh‘te;';:li::ﬁgtc:iom

gionally with Llama, recording solo work, and performing solo. : : RSB : ;

Her third solo effort, Evervthing That’s Real (Rubberneck—her : Celebrunng 10 years Uf OutSmart n

own label) has received critical acclaim. —Eric Dieckman : |nurnuhsm. For udverhsmg inquires, EAR CANDELING o UM Conatructiin
What: Patrice Pike and Ellis : please call 713.520.7237 E Ken Mentor

it
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b4
THE POWER oF ToucH

Release muscle tension
Full body massage
Complete relaxation
Central location
Se habla espancl
20% off with valid student ID

M

Call lsrasl

832.567.0896

A QUALITY PLACE
FOR SKIN CARE

‘Suji’s Clinical Skin Care
2809 Hillroft - Suite 535
713.954.9555

MASSAGE

MIND = BODY = SOUL
+ Swedish
* Deep Tissue
+ Relaxation
* Montrose Location
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ALL WET

hy Do the Children Rust? takes a look at some basic facts. The earth is two-

thirds water; the human body is 70% water. So why do the children rust? It's
hard to say, but nobody can take a stab at such an obtuse question like bobbindoctrin
puppet theatre. Not for the kiddies or the faint of heart, bobbindoctrin dives into the
deep using murky, inventive approaches using a broad production approach of expres-
sion. Projection art, shadow puppetry, marionettes, hand puppets, and live actors

move about seamlessly in these tales of
a madman saved from evil spirits by
melted dollies in the trees, 100 Vie-
torian matrons condemned to trudge
through miles of kelp, and wily gay '70s
adventures aboard the Love Boat, rife

with moustaches galore. —ED

What: Why Do the Children Rust?
When: January 9-24, 8 & 9:30 p.m.
Where: Helios, 411 Westheimer
How much? $6-%8, $5 opening weekend
Info: 713/526-7434 or
www.bobbindoctrin.org
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A work, you are very likely to be put in
charge of this task. Make sure that you
have the company's authority and power
for the changes you want to make, or you
will be made the scapegoat. And be care-
ful about taking on this task if you don't
have those things. In your personal life,
you are interested in getting your health

# The Art History Notebooks of Carolyn Inrm

distinctiy

lectmn

in order. This will be a great time for im-
proved health regimes and exercise pro-
grams. You will have this sense of inner
discipline for the entire year.

Uranus, With your ruling planet, Ura-
nus, maving into Pisces, you are finding all
sorts of new and latent talents and re-
sources that you had hidden away from
yourself. This can be a super year if you
are willing to go beyond what you are a-
miliar and comfortable with and explore all
new optians. Routine will create boredom
and can distract from your path. You will
also want to be viewed differently by rela-
tionship partners. And it would help if they
would notice your unigueness on their own,
This is also a time when you are expanding
your circle of friends. You may have lost
some close friends in the last year. Now you
are ready to find some new ones.

Neptune. Neptune has heen visiting your
sign since 1998, slowly making her way
through. She is having her most profound
influence on those of you born February 1-
5 and those fortunate enough to have plan-
ets in those degrees. This is probably one of
the most life-altering transits you will ever
have, a time of spiritual pilgrimage. You need
to get away from all expectations placed on

# In Pursuit of the Absolute. Monat
objective works o & E
nett MNewmar

constraints «

Q Tnblelk Hussmn l‘cons frurn the Menil Cul—

Lugio Fontal

lark Rothko are features

t of the 20th

you by society, family, and your own de-
mands. And you are looking for that place
where you don't have to be anything to any-
one. You can only do things that first feed
you internally, Duties and expectations can-
not be fulfilled unless they come from your
universal center. Somelimes people hide
from this by seeking behavior that takes
them away from the feelings. Ultimately, you
are looking to fill a hole that only a journey
inward can do.

Pluto. Your base of friends is going
through a time of transformation. You are
losing some old friends and gaining some
new ones. And this is not an easy thing for
you, because you don't allow many people
inte your life. Friends must have lofty prin-
ciples and want to continue to grow and
seek integrity. You may be drawn te organi-
zations that seek to dispel recalcitrant cul-
tural conceptions. You will want to aggres-
sively expose these false beligfs. One way
to do this is through education, lecturing,
or even writing. You will meet with resis-
tance since this undermines the very val-
ues that society has built itself upon. In
work, your company is going through a purg-
ing of false doctrines. The real values will
come 1o the surface,

continued on page 95
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OutSmart Magazine celebrates

10 years of publishing

for the community.

Informing ¢ Entertaining e Promoting dignity and diversity

FEBRUARY 1994-FEBRUARY 2004

par

témart
tory

Send an inspirational message to the community.

Acknowledge a personal hero.
Pay fribute to a friend or loved one.

Show your company support for the community.

In addition to our monthly February 2004 issue, OutSmart will also publish
a handsome keepsake 10th anniversary book featuring the best of
QufSmart interviews, photos, and features

We invite you to be part of OutSmart's history by including your own
commemorative advertisement in cur anniversary book. A generous
portion of the proceeds from the sale of our limited-edition anniversary
book will be donated to the GLET community.

utvSmart

Houston's gay, lesbian, bi, and trans magazine

FOI' advertising

information,

°all718.520.7237

Advertising Deadline: January 22, 2004
Book release date: Mid-February 2004,

Take it off
Take it All off

b 713 467 4007

Cumphmt.md.r\r Consultauon

.u,.i,f_

’Ele Community's Best Grocery Store,
OutSmart Gayest & Greatest
Readers" Choice Awards 2003.

Your Kroger Signature store of
offers one-stop shopping co

v MEAL CENTER

¥ NUTRITION CENTER b
7 ORCANIC PRODUCE
7 WINE CHILLER \
v FLORAL SHOPPE o
v FID WORLDWIDE FLORAL DELR
v PHARMACY :
v DELI/PASTRY SHOPPE t
v SELF SERVICE SEAFOOD

/ SARA LEE SANDWICH §

v RO [ICKEN
v iLwF

3300 Montrose Blvd.
713.526.7865
Pharmacy: 713.526.1239
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Countrywide
can show you
the way home.

At Countrywide Home Loans,
we streamline the home loan
process so you can close faster
and easier than you ever
thought possible. In fact, we
close often in 10 days or less.

* Fast up-front approval.

* Rate protection while you shop.

* No down and low down payment options.

* Local decision makers with the power to say “yes”.

We've already helped over 2 million Americans move into a
house of their own.We would like to help you next.

Home Mortgage and Refinancing
Scott Pelzer

713.703.7299
scott_pelzer@countrywide.com

~ HOME LOANS

Easy. Really.”

[FUEER

AND DIAMOR

welryloctory.com
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davidlewisIMAGES

events
headshots
portraits
art

Call [713) 2405508

Wi davidiewisimages. com

Kenneth W. Lester D.C.

Accdents

Rehabilitatior

HEALNEVELLNESS

713.526.5252

88
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HUBBARD

Financial Services, Inc.

=== Kathy Hubbard EA

el 'l
aad b
* |ncome Tax Sernce
* Pasi Due & Out-Of-State Retums
* |RS Probiems Resolved
+ Business Bookkeeping & Tax Retums
« Estates, Trusts & Gift Retums
+ Nan-Profit Compliance Consu ting

(713) 522-9000

Fax: (713) 526-6588
2615 Montrose Blvd.
Houston, Texas 77006

One Block off Westhaimer at the comer of Mantrose and Cafifomia

Specializing in
Personality-Guided
Therapy

...because every
person is unigue

I'd Be Glad To Help You
* Build Self-Esteem
+ Improve Relationships
* Overcome

- Stress and Fears

- Depression i

DEBORAH DENSON, LMSW-ACP

« Licensed Master of Social Work
« Advanced Clinical Practitioner

2900 Weslayan Suite 535 » 713-850-7225

%
p Ax PLUMBING
SERVICE
Women-Owned & Operated
Plumbing Service Since 1985

» Residential « Commercial
* New Consfruction

* Repairs & Remodeling

* Building Maintenance

Amelia Reed
License #J-280564

Call 713/698-5012 (Poeen

\ 713/933-1552 * Hours: Mon-Saf.

Business News

BIG SMILE. On November 7, Randy Mitchmore,
0.0.5,, of LifeSmiles supported the nonprofit organization
Smiles for Diversity by offering a free teeth-whitening
procedure to each patient making a $200 contribution (who
included Kim Gustavsson, in the chair). Smiles for
Diversity educates children aboutl hate and cultural
misunderstanding. LifeSmiles is located at 2617 W, Holcombe,
Suite E. The phone number is 713/592-9300, and the website
is www.lifesmiles.us.

CLOTHES CALL. 0n October 9, Jerry Hall (c), in

town starring in The Graduate, stopped by the opening event
at Couture, the new clothing boutique owned by Alicia
Smith (I) and Todd Ramos. Couture is located at

1714 Post Oak Boulevard. The phone number is 713/840-1231

Charles Armstrong, owner of South Beach,
IR's Bar & Grill, and Montrose Mining
Company, received an award from the Houston Museum
District Business Alliance for the combination of customer
parking and landscape design around his clubs.

SAAB STORY. Spatted in the crowd at the opening

of Performance Saab on October 30; Saab
controller Karen Hannan, Perfarmance Saah owner
Bob Heckeroth, and Saah USA president Debra
Kelly-Ennis. During November, the dealership donated
320 for every test drive to CanCare, the nonprofit group
that serves cancer survivors and their families. Performance
Saab is located at 10505 Southwest Frwy. The phone number
is 713/981-4400

Mikel Reper, interior designer and owner of

Environments in Houston, has opened Nest, a
new retail store in Galveston with home furnishings and

Mikel Reper's Nest in Galveston.

more. In his loft-type space, Reper offers an array of items

for people, their homes, and even their pets. He has a Gal-
veston-area exclusive on several skin-care lines, including
Nickel for men, The address is 525 22nd 8t., and the phone
number is 409/763-5415,

Michael Malik, owner of M2M Fashion and
Jeans Couture, has opened M’s Liquors, a new
wine-and-spirits emporium, The address is 1232 Westheimer,
The phone number is 713/524-2510

Michael Delaney has joined Prudential
Financial as a financial services associate. His office is
located at 1233 W. Loop South, Suite 1100. His phone number
15 713/960-5081, ext. 6135, and his e-mail address is
michagl.delaney@prudential.com. I

5000 255

L

713.223.9333

(MINIMUM GRAPHIC $25 FEE)

PATRICK ). VACHON
L.MS.W,, A.C.P.

Certified IMAGO
Relationship
Therapist &
Workshop
Presenter

| Certified Sexual
Addiction
J Therapist

Phone: 713.524.1771
Email:VachonP]@aol.com

1712 Fairview
Houston, Texas 77006-1711
www.imagohealing.com

Romantic...

The most Romanfic 888 in Texos™ - Texos Triongle Mogazine

Intimate & Cozy...

b lovely rooms/suites, all apening out o our warm JUU|JL bt spa.

Beautiful...

Lush, trapical gardens with spectoculor birds.

Affordable & Near-By..

ul:ll-'!\'ﬂll gl |n|i isalif g very best in the Tofl & winter.,
& mutch cheaper fool

Absolutely The Best...

Aecording 1o the Ie:Jelml OufSmort Mogazing - 2003

In less than 1 hour you can be in onother world
of romance, relaxation & fun!

SElaradise

UEST HOUSE
2317 Avenue P, Galveston Island, Near Texas

-877-919-6677
"Happy New Year from our House fo Yours!"

\J

| A

| Dignity

HOUSTON

GLBT Catholics
Spend the Holidays with DIGNITY!

Every Saturday at 7:30 pm
MASS & SOCIAL HOUR

Sundays, Jan 4, & 18th

Sunday Services at 5 pm

1307 Yale * PO Box 66821

(in the Heights)

Houston, Texas 77266
713.880.2872

www.dignityhouston.org * dignityhouston @ aol.com
SERVING THE HOUSTON GLBT COMMUNITY SINCE 1974

MY RESOLUTION

LOSE WEIGHT
FEEL GREAT

Resolution Special*
Join Now & Pay Only:

szo __ ol 488

>

MOUSTON GYM

1501 Durham Street

713-880-9191

www.houstongym.com

Tour ¢lub for datails
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DutSmart Marketplace

- ACCOMMODATIONS

BEACH GETAWAY IN GALVESTON. Fabulous
salection of beachfront, beachside, and
bayfront homes. Weekly and weeken d rentals.

:»:Jnd 'N Sea Pirates Beach. Call 800/880-2554
for a free brochure or visit www.sandnsea.com
for phetos, information and Weekend Specials.

THE LOVETT INN

fordable luxury in the heart of
Montrose.  Beautifully ap-
pointed rooms for both busingss and
lefsura travelers. All rooms have direct dial
phenes, private bath, breakfast, and color
TVs, Also available VCR, FAX, Jacuzzi
suites, pool, and spa. Walk to clubs, res-
taurants, shopping, and public ransporta-
tion. Convenient to Downtown, Galieria,
Medical & Convention Centers.

713/522-5224

RAINBOW RANCH
Gay & Leshian camp grounds
located on Lake Limestone
in Central Texas.

Tent & RV Camping
www.rainbowranch.net = BB8.875.7596

ROL KIN'’ R* RANCH

y Goy & Lesbion
[ available

.:sr:.i'gga-gr'm.
0 .nat

wwW. RockinRRanc!

SPECTACULAR FRENCH VACATION. 1-\'.[-

- ATTORNEY

- CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

OFFERING
TAX PREPARATION, TAX PLAN-
NING, ACCOUNTING & GENERAL

CONSULTING SERVICES
TO SMALL BUSINESSES, INDIVIDUALS
AND NOT—FOH -PROFIT onm{wzmons

« FUNERAL HOMES/ceEMETERIES

I]I‘L

s n-u’

\Dlg

800-DIGNITY » www.DignityMemorial.com

- HAIR SALDNS/BARBERS
HAIR CUT FOR ONLY §10!

Years

Tonie's Barber & Styles Shop
Call Toni for Appointment 4310

-1 Koehler (just north of

- ' Washington off Yale * Se Habla

= Cspanol 713.392.4810

HAIR - BODY"

2602 WE v

Houston, TX 798864.1200
or 713.992.6264

www.shawnpenn.com

- MASSAGE

Paul Rutledge
713/592-0444

» Voled bes! massage therapist
TX Triangle Readars 2000 & 2001
+ Light 1o deep tissue
* On-sile chair massage

» Serving for over 7 years

+ Gift certificates available
I/ Out Calls » Flexible Hours

SEE MY DISPLAY AD IN THIS ISSUE!

Classic fHassage
In The Heighis™

erience. Great rates. Re-
laxing, therapeutic massage In private
studio in the Heights. 9 am - |f| pm week-
days and weekends 12-10 pm, Call for ap-
pointment, Byron 713/202-9786. Visit my
websile at www.classicmassage.com
Four hands available

Maturity an

| : Reward Yourself
. B ANICE TOUCH,
RELAXATION OF
BODY AND MIND BY

LEE_J_

' 832.978.7017

DAVE'S HANDS. Shiatsu and Swedish mas-
sage with an experienced therapist. Relaxation
and deep tissue combined into one massage.
Great treatmant from a strong man. 832/443-
2229, Se Habla Espanol Un Poco.

- MASSAGE

* (et Refaxed
» Feal Awesome

Massage Therapy. Therapa
sug by Jason. Memeorial Park at Montrose area

utic and desp lis-

{big metal house on Fairview!)
RMT# 23870. T13/524-5400/cel 7
or Www s massage.com

Ariel Massage
Excellence in Swedish
Massage Therpy in the

Rice/Medical area.

Dedicated Studia

See web for further info
htep:/Mhometown. aol.com/
ariefmassage or call

713/281-6464

HEALING HANDS. Caring and healing hands
with ‘iwa‘:'I ["(:P{' 1|§%Je mass.age Balanc-

College guy
13/ 863-8888

ful, redaxir 1g ard re; u\renatn"“ for 1
RMT#2233. Howard Kanelakos
(F"G':l!ié‘ note my new number)

inkworkx.com/massage.htm

WWW.

THOM OF HOUSTON. Massage - Sunday,

Maonday and Tuesday only, 713/523-6577

MAGIC HANDS
MASSAGE THEHAPIST

TISSUE s =
FULL BODY
MASSAGE

-

leppelin “.553!‘
Tom Zeppelin ® 713,54 3
REGISTERED MASSAGE THERAPIST I.HM'TI

- MASSAGE

In or Out calls.
Waxing, Facials.
Relaxation,
Sports, or Light!
Creep Massage.

o p 713/540-7544
\:\:{CALL JOE MT 4014553
Swedish Professional Full

Body, Relaxation
Massage Therapeutic, Light
Great to DeepTissue,
touch! Reflexology

Fegl Treatments,

i River Oaks Area
awesome

By Appaintment

RMT 032684 T | 3;f5-22_59?|9:|m-8|;-!11 Mon=Sun

Massage by Ken

Massage for

everyone
* In or Our Calls F'
» Convenient

Montrose location 1- g

« Experience stress
relief

* By appointment only.

| 1AM o B PM

Ken Claude, »

» REAL ESTATE/FOR LEASE

WESTBURY GARDENS. Overlookingone
| of many beautiful court yards. A must see
1 bedrm condo. 1 Bath, 800 sq fi, w/id in-
| cluded, covered parking, huge pool. GREAT
| LOCATION, CONVENIENT to Galleria,
;Medlcar Ce":._[er. Downtewn and Mentrose

Call
Jog
13-
B58-
1290

» Rent §575 mo.

212, formal living/dining, crown molding,
new roof, new air-conditioner, fenced yard,
nice landscaping. 1600 Saft. Pine Terrace
Subdivision. Minutes to Montrose, Down-
10, and Memorial Park.

713.240.959 &

BODY DAY CARE. M;ccage Therapy: Swed-
sh, Deep Tissue & ‘;nnr:: Rose Zepeda. 281
048-5807 or 713/263-1276. Gift Cerfific
Available. www fiiness-instrucior.nel

AVALON Day Spa

Sports - Deep Tissue

Relaxing - Energizing

20 years experience

Deep Tissue at its Finest
Hair - Nails - Skin
www.avalondayspa.net

4622 FM 1960 West
281.880.6420

EXPERIENCED » TRUSTED » INSURED
713/522-1717

Call end Frank and let his profes:

wiww Am
|i"|’| '.‘:'."'-' wins (8] &

| Hair Color Specialist
| & Massage

by LePepe.
| | Relax and enjoy!

Granite Countertop & Vanities
Need custom kitchen -:-:.unre'!c-ps'- Renov

= SERVICES
No JoB FREE
TOD SMALL ESTIMATES

Gy Owaned

el Cpermtnd
PAINTING « SHEETROCK REPAIRS

ALLPAPER
REMOVAL - TEXTURE MATCHING » 832.567.3804

tschnical and network support. B32/75°

COMPUTER SUPPORT. Personal’small business

ARE YOU READY FOR
YOUR MIRACLE?!

Enter a new age of health and
happiness, Put your health back on
track. Put your Life back on track.

REVOLUTIONARY, RAPID

HEALING SYSTEMS!
Physical healing as you have never ex-
perienced it! Optimize the body's po-

tential, in every way, on every
level Fust and ineredibly effective.(No

huge amounts of supplements to buy)

BodyTalk! NeuroLink/ Reiki/ Nutrition
Find real emotiol

nil release, forgiveness,
and peace.Change your life at your pace;
highly effective modalities for true and

lasting change

New Decision Therapy/ BodyTalk/
Soul Retrieval/ Counseling/ Coach-
ing/ Right Family Dynamics/ Reiki

Alix is
healer in
VEATS. “.Iu

an extraordinarily talented
ractice in Houston for many

wings her special talents

as well as extensive trair

pertise 1o -.'.|L"I'- client in an indivi
wity to suit their particular needs
Holiday special for new clients! Gift
certificates available

Phone T13-975-8543
Web Site: www.alinrodwell.com
E-mail: alix@ alixrodwell.com

PerfleXions
Facials, Glycolic Peels,
Full Body Waxing,
JapaneseFoot
Treatment
7134713213
713.524.6711
Gift certificates
available
10% OFff With Ad

* PHOTOGRAPHY
Houston Photographer
waww, davidlewisimoges.com

= Full Privacy

= Eyants

= Single, Couples
Family Pics

| 713/240-5508

Language Professional

+ Corporate Language
Training

* Private Tutoring

713.864.7319

danmeld 7 evinel
www, houweb.com!danmelaan

W For a Pest Management
Professional,

Call David Huffman

Low fo zero
Ddor!ess Cnmmercml Senrll:es
dential &
QU ir

713. 523 1540

MARKETPLACE AD RATES

Marketplace Classifieds are per column inch, Column inch width is 1.688. Word line ads are

30w

ords or fess, plus $1 per additional werd and

$6 per issue 1o have your classifiad ad appear on our website. Ads can also be placed on our
secura website at www.OutSmariMagazine.com.

Marketplace 1 Month 3 Month
Color Boxed Ad cerinct 860 $54
B/W Boxed Ad s inc 845 541
30-Word Line Ad 525 323

Deadline; JAN. 15 for the FEBO4. 2003 issue. Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX
or Discover. Or FAX it 713/522-3275. Sorry, we do not bill. Mail ad & payment
3406 Audubon, Houston, TX 77008-4412, For more information, call 713/520-72

50 cents for all words in bold. Add additional

6 Month 12 Month
$40 544
536 $33
$21 520

to: QutSmart
297

OutSmart Magazine celebrates

10 years of publishing
for the community.

Informing  Enfertaining » Promoting dignity and diversity

FEBRUARY 1994

FEBRUARY 2004

matrémart

his

Send
Acknowledge a personal hero
Pay

Show y

tory

an inspirafional message

o

tothec

D

ommunity.

fribute fo a friend or loved one.

your company support for the community.,

t 10 Your own

Fin our anniversary DookK. A generous
portion of the proceeds from the sale of our limited-edition anniversary
book will be donated to the GLET community.

OutvSmart

Houston's gay, lesbian, bi, and trans magazine

advertising

Forlnformatmn,

1 713.520.7237

: January 22, 2004
February 2004
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ACCOMMODATIONS

The Lovett Inn
507 Lovett, Houston....,
Paradise Guest House

2317 Ave PiGalveston

71315

1-B7 7 /19-6677

Show your OutSmart Pride Card and get special discounts, free admissians, and exclusive ofters from OuiSmart advertisers!

(Look for the pride card and merchant offer)

CLOTHING

Method
2437 University 713/807-0003

BDMMUHITWHDNFHBFITS

A/C & HEATING

ﬁ Custom Services & Co
023 W Sam HouPkwy N #403 713

MENTION AD & RECEIVE A DISCOUNT

ADVERTISING/MARKETING

ﬁduertismu International
BOG Main #920 Y. 713/223-9333

OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon P

el #.STFII]LUEEH
Lilly Roddy Astrology

ASTH ICAL READINGS

T ATTI]HNEYS."LEGAL SEHUIL‘-ES

Brennan & Johnson Law Firm

law D”ICE‘ of Ir'lark Levin, Alm-rne',r
. Jestsl 281/356-7936
Monica Uaughn

4203 Yoakum, Ste, 330 713/630-1010
.Jln'lS waliiet P.C.
1924 Portsmouth BOO/732-2934

AUTOMOTIVE SALES
Fred Haas Toyota/Jimmy Jones
20400 1-45 N 261/297-7000
Planet Ford/Rudy Gonzalez
BOARS 14 Motk 488/951.01

20403 145 Nt ARR2 1135

Jack Roach Ford/Stephen Humn

6445 5. W Frwy 28

Pednrmante Sﬁ.ﬂﬂ

Randall Hted Fnrd.WlH & Linda BmB

19000 Eastex Frwy 2B1/548-6152
anr Daks ChryslenJeep;Brel: Raoberts
7 Kirty 713/524-3801

Russel & Smith Ford/John Hal.*s

Hnilywend Book & Cafe

3 Grant, Ste- A 71352
CATERING
“of course!™ Calering
1707 California 713/526-1800

KeyStar Complex
3209 ‘.-'I_.'-nl'cr-;i' g
_ CERTIFIED P"EE‘B_!’!PPP!HE"_T_
Paul R. Wasserloos, CPA

cuum_:r_i_g_s_ /SPIRITUAL CENTERS

Bering Memarial United Methodis!
1440 Harold T13/526-1017

Creative Life Spiritual Center

5326 Spring-Stuebner 281/350-5157
Dignity Houston

1307 Yale e 1 1:3/880-2872
First Unitarian Universalist

5200 Fannin : 713/526-5200
Resurrectmnlﬂl:ﬁ

2025 W 11th 713/861-9149

AIDS Coalition of Texas Now
2015 Thomas St 713
Gay & Leshian Community Cenler

28-4514

3400 Montrose ... v T15/524-3818

Gay & Lesbian Hamnuw Fages
281/997-9778

Hunsmn Arga Community Senrices

3730 Kirby Dr Ste. 820....... 13/526-0555

Houston Buyer's Club

9224 Yoakum

DGMMIJHIT\’ SEHL‘IBES
MSN Health Pm|ec1

cnmrmsnsnmmm 1

Aomar Communicalions/Anthony Bures
713/528-0404
Copy.Com

1201- F We

BQHS!’RUCTIUN"REMDDELING

ON Classm Design & Canstruction
20 [ T14/869-3440

13 R. Horton l:usln-rn Hnmes
Enclave at T.C. Jeste
K.JM EunsTruntmﬂ

6911 Caddo Lake 281/924-1136
Queen of the Tile/Granite and Tile Service
013 Taub Rd 713/983-6200

U.5. Construction/Joe Hlauac

G-7679

EHTEHIAINMEHTHH!BHT LIFE
BEBF,;.E':“N Bm.‘.-lc,h
C:rn!er for AIDS/She Loves Me
;Irl.runcesflhe Barn/Ge Spﬂ[ ot
1100 Westheimer ..., 713/523-7217
Bruadwayrm Huuslun
Hobby Canter

HRC/the L word

1-8 LWordNo
Houston Grand Dpera
510 Prasto Lty L T13546-0200
Meteor
2306 Genesso 123
Prive Lclum]e
908 Wastheims 713/522-0013
Rich's
2401 San Jacinte

South Beach
810 Pacitic Streat A 1
SHD'HTIME
N0 .Ccom
Theatre Under the Stars
Hobby Canter i1
wenmuuysunun ssnwnﬁs
KeyStar Complex
3209 Montrosa
FIHhH[:IM SEIWICES
Chase Bank ol Texas

24-MEET

Coastal Banc/Cody Grizzoffi
1629 &, Voss

Green/White Advisors

1225 N, Loop West, Ste. 1030 . 713/869-1144

Lutomar
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Hollywood Investments & ﬂealt-,r
2408 Grant, Ste. C

FiTHESS CLUB
Fitness Exchange
4040 Milam A 713/624-5032
Houston Gym
1501 Durham 713/880-9191
Kimberly Marles, Personal Trainer

- B320443-FITT

Long's Del‘ense & F1tness {:enter
3400 Montrose Ste 610 713

Michael Koeh

-0808

.. T13/898-7284
Muscle Mechanies/John uarun
617 Richmond - 1130523

FUNERAL HQMES;‘CEMETEHIES

Du,mt».I Memorial Providers
1-800-DIGNITY
EHAPHI[; I]_ESlEHEHS,’PRIHHHG
E=4 Avantage I]asngn
Montrose i
IFFSELECTED PRINTING €
House of Coleman
901 W, Alabama
Vilven Design Group

3716 1/2 Mt Vernor

33

713523-2521

713/526-3212

___ GROCERIES, BEER/ LIQUOR

Itruger
300 Montrosa 713/526-T8A5
I'||L|quur
232 Westheimer 713/524-2510

HAIR/NAILS/SKIN CARE/SALONS

Bellaire Laser Center/Elvis Torres, D.0,
5420 Dashwood, 5te. 306 T13/466-7230

Bellissima Day Spa

2615 Kipling 713/533-1858
Hullywnml Hair & Mails
2409 Gran 713/523-2253

Su|| s Clinical Skin Caie

2909 Hilleroft, Ste. 53 713/954-9555
Town & Country Plastu: Surgery/
Skin Enrichment Cenfer, LTD/
R. Scaoll Yarish, MD, PA

10565 Katy Frwy, Ste. 100 713/467-4407

= HEALTH CARE =

Alternalive Health & Wellness/
Jackie Doval, DC

404 Westheimer /6
Chimney Rock Chiropractic C1r

Art Keller, D.C.

3033 Chimney Rock T13/781-3344
Kirby Weliness Cenler/Kenneth W. Lesler
a7 'I|.I5— Ir., Ste. 324 71355

Tony Eafrull LMSW-ACP

1006 Missouri 71

Deborah Densun, LMSW-ACP

2900 Weslayan Ste. 535 ,......... T13/850-7

E Daniel Garces, MS, LPC, LMFT

=a 6 Mt e 713/526-8390
5 (F AL VISIT

Enur.‘l Gray’ LMSW ACP, C. Hi., CSAT

4200 Mont 713/522-7014

Barbara Levlnsnn Phl] Elrlnr Heallhy

Sexuality

2400 Augusta Dr. Ste. 120

Carol Kelleher

2001 Kirby Dr., Ste. G0O 713/520-5052

Denise 0'Doherty, LPC, MSN, LMFT

3730 Kirby ... 713/524-9825

. CHIHGPRABT‘;GHHEH#P‘I’

~_» COUNSELING/T HERAPY =

The Fride Institute

............ v B00/54-PRIDE
Bob Snallgmva LMSW-ACP
3400 Montrose ... 713/522-7014
Jell Vannice, PhD
1415 N. Loop W., Ste. T80 713/426-4455
Patrick J. Vachon, LMSW, ACP

1712 Fairview ......... 713524-1771

= DENTISTS »

LifeSmiles/Randy Mitchmare, DDS
2617 W. Holeombe Blvd 713/592-9300
Bruce W. Smith, DDS

1006 Missouri ... TR 4364

« HEALTH SER‘J’IBES;’PHDBUBTS .

Choice Health Plans

3 : T13/772-6015
Houstan Buyer's Club Discount Vitamins
224 Yoakiom ..l 713/520-3288
UofH/Heallh Science Cenler

IT15/500-2637

. MASSAGE THER&PISUYUE# .

Ken Claude, RMT
713/240-9598

Ehlan andsun HMT*Ess&nhaI Touch
713/942-0923

20 "‘-"1f.|,| i

Raul Gurman. RMT

1FF f r1| IALS

Paul Rutledge, RMT
T13/592-0444
The Power of Touch/Israel, RMT
B32/567-0896
Adrian Sanders, AMT/

You Knead It Massage Therapy
B32/250-9475

* DOPHTHALMOLOGISTS »

Diagnostic Eye Cenler

Marc R. SanHErs MO, FA. C s
6500 Fannin, Ste. 1108
Diagnostic Eye Center BE"EII’EJ
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD

5420 Dashwood, Ste. 101 T713/668-9118

Eye Excellence/Mary T. Green, MD

4 Chelzpa Place bE|

ot = OPTOMETRISTS »

Eye Elegance

3966 Westheimer T13/622-4411

EI,IE O Optical

408 Westhelmer T13/528-4733

Eye SD\‘

2551 Amherst 713/533-9107

Spectales on Montrose

1317 Montrose # 2 , 713/529-3537

Texas State Oplical/Briargrove

6100 Westheimer, Ste. 138 713/785-2022

Today's Uisinn.‘Dr. Bruce Krulsinger
426 W. Gra ; il 713/640-2020

Studio 20"213’Dl Paul Bechwith

2015 W. Gray ATHI— 713/807-7773
: « PHYSICIANS »

Rad Frazier, MD

1214 Hermann Dr #8453 . 113/521-0340

Carolyn Gardiner, MD

A126 SW Freeway, Ste. 1100 ... F13/965-9898
Patrick McNamara, MD

4101 Greenbriar, Ste. 355 713/52-HIVDR
Schrader Clinic/Shannon Schrader, MD
4101 Greenbriar, Ste. 200 T13526-1717

» COSMETIC/PLASTIC SURGERY =

Town & Country Plastic Surgery
A. Scott Yarish, MD, PA
10565 Katy Frey, Ste. 100 ..... T13467-0146

Brandon Home Furnishings

A648 Glanmont T13/785-T868

__HOME FURNISHINGS/ACC ESSORIES

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Jeffrey T. Bules
6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 . T13/661-7700
Ml_cﬂhael P. DelanEwPrudenllal Fmanmal
233 W. Loop South, Ste {-5081
Jan Stomel/State Farm ir:surdnce
4300 Bissonnet, Ste 202 L T13/660-0890
Rob Schmerler
B575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 . F13/661-7700
JEWELERS
I.W. Marks Jewelars
3841 Bellaire Blvd. . 1 13668-5000
The Diamond Jewelry Factory
6453 Westheimer 713/789-0110
MAILING & BUSINESS SERVICES
InfoVine

1113 Vine St Ste. 220

713/223-99084
PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES
Alternative Health & Wellness/
Animal Chiropraclor—Jackie Doval, DG
404 Westheimar 713/62 5
P.S. Pet Silting Service in the Heights
o

~ PHOTDGRAPHY
DaFlln DeHan Photography

713/622-2202

Dalnd Lewls Pl‘lU!Dgl’aﬂl‘lj‘

- Huliywnud Portrait Sluu:us

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

Avantage Design
4200 Montrose, Ste. 520

15% OFF SELEGTED PRINT S

Copy.Com

T12071-F Westheimer, ... i

House of Coleman
901 W. Alabama

PS‘I’ﬂHIE-’iHIUIl’IUE READERS

Joe Paxton

10% OFF ASTROL OGICAL READINGS.

Lilly Raddy Astrology

REAL ESTATE SERVICES REALTORS

Richard Buentello/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Blvd ... 3 8
Bob Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1034 Heights Blvd ...........

Karen Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc,

1034 Heights Bhd ........

Glen Fillmore/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1034 Hair

5 Blvd

Bruce Hutmacher/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1034 Heights Blvd

Jerry Jaggers/Karen Derr & Assal:

1034 Heights Blvd

Marty Justus/Karen Derr & .ﬂssm:

1034 Heights Bivd

Darren Moore/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1034 Heights Blvd

Margot Perez/Karen Derr & Assaoc.

1034 Helghts Blvd. ...

Danny Pleason/Karpas Properties

3355 W Alabama, Ste, 800

Geurge N. Puiydorus;Pulvdmus & ﬁ.ssnc

gn i net

Sheree Thompson/Karen Derr & .a.ssm;

1034 Heights Blwd

Tony Valadez/WaterhillCompany’s Limited
1717 5t James Plage Ste 360 . 281-898-1020
Bryan Williams, ABR/Coldwell Banker
1505 Heights Bliva .., 713/869-0456
Robert Zahn/Karen Darr & Assoc.

1034 Heights Blvd ... 400/939-9237
_REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE LENDERS
Chase Home Finance/Moe Sarakhi

1800 W. Loop South, S1e. 1950 713/9688727
Chase Homa Finannemuug Luza/Revis Bell
13810 Ghamplan Forest #260 .. 281/893-9396
Coastal Bane/Cody Grizzofii

1629 5, Voss e T13METE-T381
Countrywide Hnme Laanse’Scnn Pelzer

Nemer Mnrlgage.fsnarun Nemw

4615 5.W. Froaway, Ste. 817 13/355-4288
Wells Fargo Murtgage fLarry Elruuqhmn

1301 McKinney ..... siieviancess 1 0 554-3085

1 REAL ESTATE TITLE COMPANY
Hnuston Title Company/Moel Fh lips
415 W Alabama #212 . 713/529-8050
RESTAURA SIBI]FFEE BARS

Auntie Chang" p]lng House
2621 S Shepherd # 713/524-8410

Devana's Hestaurant
3039 Montrose Blivd
Hollywood Vietnamese & Chinese

2409 Grant,. > 713/523-8808
Hollywood Bunk & {Zale

240r% Grant 713/523-8855
Laurier Cafe and Wine

3139 Richmaond . y
Noche Cuchina Y Bar

24089 Montrose

Dsaka Japan&se Husmumm

713/526-7900

713/529-8559

515 Westhelmer 713/533-0098
Pepino's !ralian Restaurant
1421 Richmond 713/522-9044

Iif you ever want to celebrate
a 50" Wedding Anniv

Riva's Italian Restaurant

1TH 7 Missouri 1 T131529-3450

Sorrento Ristorante

415 Wasthaimer 713/527-D609

The Bridge Sleak & Sealood Restaurant

TT8T Katy Fray 713/681-5000

Tila’s Restaurant

11115, Shephard ... wens 1131522-7654
SPECIALITY RETAIL

Mary Kay Cosmetics

Nallia Chavez .......covensenns 713/899-2966

M Liguor

1232 Westheimer ............-

Pampered Spirit

www. Pamperedspint com

Sippora

231 '”L’b| larey

1 . 281/575-8300
. Ste, 111

713/465-8883

’-1'.'\’J W, Sam '-I-.-us.mn Pk

GALL FOR -'—"r’i."_"_ L.*'l';‘"? rpg‘_ IALS

TRAVEL

Concierge Travel, inc.
5008 Mimosa g 13/661-2117

you’'d better log on now.

Want a date that's more than a date?
OutSmartPersonals.com is the smart way to meet quality people.
Far more than a typical dating site —we offer our 20,000 members
unique ways to locate and get to know a great mate.

it

Ou'témartPersonals.com

Log on and try out our Online Chat, Top 10 Lists,
the Date Manager and other fantastic features to help you
sort out your cream of the crop. Go ahead, try it today.
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BAR & (LUB GUIDE

HOUSTON

CLUB TOYZ

BOCADOS

O women pack ihis Maxican re

s Glanmaont  713/668-4892
fer 3121 > cu.ua XCAPE
BRnZOS RIVER BOTTOM i oM

BEHIND THE BAR

WHO: Robert Harwood
WHERE: Keys West

(817 West Dallas, 713/671-
7870)

WHAT'S UP: Greet Harwood
af the Jan. 11 Don Gill-hosted
benefit “Believe,” which will

raise funds for the Resurrection
Metropolitan Community Church-

led effort f6 build @ Habitaf for
Humanityhouse.

CLUB BIG "I’O

COUSIN'S

DECADES

Kick-off Party for Misty Valdez
2004 17+vh Annual AIDS Benefir

At the newly opened Ballinese Room,
21st & Seawall, Galveston lsland

7 - 9 PM Buffet
10 PM Show with Misty Valdez, Cassie Nicole,
W Stefanie Diamond, MC, Kofi, DJ, Smekin Joe Rios

. $10.00 tickets: buffet, door prizes & show
For tickets and more information call 409-766-1270

A better space to be.

lrban| Videe| Lounge

HAPPY HOUR every weekday 4

to 8pm!

713.521.0123

2306 Genesee @ Fairview Houston, TX Y7006
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north, 310 Moin = 713/528-5736 =

IR's/SANTA FE
as

7135

KEYS WEST

Sal

MANGO VI DEO LOUNGE

ool thig e

MELA'S
The crowd of ff

Conroe

< MICHAEL'S OUTPUST

RANCH HILL SALOON
Mar { g =

g Minutes trom

Galveston

BLVD SALOON

Would your business like to profit from this space?

Monthly Gay & Lesbian Spending Patterns

= Dines Qut 4-5 times per week + Attends Live Performances
2-3 times per month * Goes to a Club or Bar 2 times a week

Dt
Call 713.520.7237

il
; Have bar or club news?
Send it to clubguide@outsmartmagazine.com.

uea‘lf!ll lnllm continued from page 85

Jupiter. Relationships are
highlighted as Jupiter makes
her way through your solar sev-
enth house of partnerships,
companions, and cooperation
[f you are in a relationship, this
will improve current conditions
and bring a sense of profound
renewal, If you are single, this
may very well bring someone
into your life. It will be an easy
relationship, as you will both
have much in common, Your
partner{s) will approach life in
a more down-to-earth manner,
and that will help you ground
your own abilities. After Sep-
lember, Jupiter moves into
your solar eighth house as you
take relationships to the next
level, You will seek deeper in-
timacies, not wanting any
blocks in your way to prevent
total understanding between
you and others. Loans, investments, and other's resources are
more available to you after this time.

Saturn. Creative you may be, but you will need ta find
structured and tangible ways to birth this process. Just
imagining these things is not pood enough for you. And
you will want others to judge your art. Of course, they will
find it wonderful, but you are not so sure as you give physi-
cal form to your inner creative spirit. You are more playful
but in a constructive way. Even in your romantic relation-
ships, you will want to encourage the friendship between
you and your romantic partner, finding activities that bring
this out in you both, If you have children, they are becom-
ing more mature and finding their own way. And this is the
signal for you to take better care of your inner child. Take
her out to play

Uranus. Uranus enters your sign for the first time in 84
years. Unless you have been around a while, this is going to be
a whaole new experience lor you. This will be like you taking
the shuttie to the moon. You have new ground to explore, and
nothing and no one will stand in your way. Any thing or person
who attempts lo hold you back will end up in the pages of
your history. You will challenge all previous images of your-
self, Some will see you as courageous, and others will see you
as a revolutionary, You will seek a new career path, new rela-
tionships, and new versions of you. Be prepared. You will rock
the boat.

Neptune. You are questioning the very core of your spiri-
tual beliefs. You are wondering just how relevant they are to
you. You have a very open and accepting view 2boul how all
the pieces fit into the whole, but recently you've found that
there are ideals that challenge -ruur preconceptions. People
you work with dispute your view of * e of all" Preju-
dice and bigotry seem to be more acceptable to the general
population than your view of universal love and compassion,
You are feeling alien to your own society. You will go out search-
ing for people who have similar hearts. This search stimulates
those of you born March 1-6 or those pilgrims with planets in
the same degrees

Pluto. Massive career shifts are occurring for those of you
born March 8-13 or those mermaids and mermen with plan-
ets in these degrees. You can expect mergers, buyouts, and
downsizing to be part of your company's plan of catharsis. On
a personal level, you are wondering just why you are there,
too. This can be very unsettling for Pisceans who like to be
the ones who offer calm to their friends. Since the Pisceans
are the people who stir up their own sea of tranguility, you will
need help from athers. This is a switch from the role of res-
cuer to rescuee. Some of you are voluntanly examining your
career choices, and you are ready to consider changing the
path you are on. You are cerfainly not satisfied with what you
are doing. Now is the time to look for a new ocean to swim in
The mast intense time frames are March, June, September,
and December,

Lilly Roddy has been a professional astrologer for more than 20 years. She coun-
sels individuals in personal, business, and financial matters and teaches classes
in astrology. On Januwary 9, Roddy will forecast 2004 in greater detail during a
7:30-9 p.m. lecture at the LaQuinta Inn, 4015 Southwest Frwy. The fee is $20 per
person. More info: 713 /529-5842 or Lillyeath@aol.com.
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by Lilly Roddy

s the manth opens, there is a lot of activ-

ity. Jupiter goes retrograde on the 3rd,

and Mercury goes direct on the &th, lupi-
ter represents views on culture, education, and
personal growth, The retrograde period will give
people o chance to look more closely af these
lhings, And with Mercury direct on the &th, that
should make all those New Year's resolutions
easier to fulfill this year. Get them started after
the 8th for real success. » Good days of the
month are the 9th, 14th, 15th, 20th, 29th, and
31st. Nokse-good days are the 1sl, 3rd, 5th, 6th,
7th, and 21st. The Full Moon is on the 7th in
Cancer, emphasizing fomily, national, and emo-
tional security. The New Moon is on the 21stin
Aquarius. This will stimulate us to be more social
and to be more group conscious.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). This month you feel
very motivated and goal-oriented. You can furn
this energy toward career or your New
Year's resolutions. People will find you in a
no-nonsense mood. Everything will have to
fit into your plan and have o purpose or it
will be out on the curb waiting for heavy-
trash day. You are especially action-oriented
to the paint of appearing rude. Your family

will affer the greatest resistance to your plans.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You are o
bit more laid back than usual. And your life

and loves are moving along nicely without a lot £

of eftort on your part. And it is natural at this time
for you to want to retreat far from the madding

crowd. You may think that your energy level is
aw, but you are:|ust 'echorg:ng_ not wanting to
washe your effarts. Career will be the most con- =

LIBRA (September 23-October 23] We are

fusing this manth. You are dissatisfied but not sure &

exactly what you want to do. Avoid making per- £

manent choices at this fime

GEMINI [May 21-June 21). You are really
keeping score this month. Normally you just adapt
past and over others, not really wanting to cre-
ate conflict. But this year, starting with this manth,
you are not letting things just go by. In relation-
5||iF)5, you will really want to have something in
common to share and nol just the lime you spend
apart. And you are very restless with your ca-
reer. You have to find something new or recreate
yourself where you are

CANCER (June 22-July 22]. You are going fo
be the sign this fime that makes the New Year's
resolutions, sticks to them, or beats yoursell up
because you didn't. And yes, you are more
crabby than usual. Criticism hurts mare than usual
Make sure you are choosing the best people to
critique you. Relationship partners have the most
power over you this month. You are very mofi
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vated at work, and after January 8, you have
the all-clear to start new projects, both long- and
shortterm.

LEO (luly 23-August 22). This month, you are
the advice giver, organizer, parent, and judge/
jury ot work. Make sure you take along enough
outfits for all the parts you are playing with. Your
motto for January is a place for everything and
everything in its place. And what a great fime
this is fo stort a new health regime or exercise
program. New relationship potenfials turn your
head af the end of the month. Take time to check
their references, as there will be plenty of sheep
in wolves clothing

VIRGO (August 23 -September 22). Can you
say "busy,” Ms./Mr. Rodgers? And can there be
too much detail for the virgins to analyze? Bring
on that second helping. Some of you will begin

to feel trapped by all the projects you have taken

> on, Relationships will be the first place you will

be trimming the fat. And you have lots of creative
ideas and solutions to help you through this en
fire month. You are charming and effective

seeing your New Year’s resolufions showing up
at home first, work second reim'li::-nships third, and
you in the fourth spot. This is a month to deal
with home, family, emotional, and menetory se
curity. People, things, and emations will have 1o
have a generative function in your life; otherwise,
spring cleaning comes early for you. Relationships
are just a bit too honest and confrontational far
you this month. You are more interested in an ad-
'\l’EI"IUrE \HI‘h someone EneTgizln‘g.

SCORPIO |October 24-MNovember 21). You
are very inferested in getting your ideas and views
across in a clear and concise manner this month,
And you will need reassurance from others that
they are “hearing” you. Others may take this as
unnecessary probing. You are picking up mixed
signals from them, but these are really not about
you. They are just thinking about other things as
you talk to them. And what a great manth this is
far gefting organized. You will have plenty of
work to do around the old home place.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December
21). January is @ very mixed bag of activities.
You are interested in taking care of details and
getting everything just right. And you feel so
trapped by oll the projects you have taken on,
You just want to throw your computer and filing
cabinet out the window. You are wondering just
who you are doing all this for and if they really
care. This is @ time when family and unconscious
emotional drive will be extricated from your lite.
You will have more freedom, but you will be left
with a sense of what do you wantto do. Oh . . .
just take a frip

CAPRICORN (December 22 -January 19). This

is your birthday fime when you are considering

what you accomplished last year and contem-

plating just what you are going to do next year.

After the 8th, Mercury will be ready to help you

on with your decisions. Relationships will play a
much stronger role in your life this year. And
the first thing to do is fo decide if you have
the partner who fits your life at this fime.
Changes will occur in this area. And you
want your life to be more intrinsically and
spiritually complete. There are a lot of big
questions for this month.

AQUARIVUS (January 20-February 18).

This is the month for retreat and reflection

for you. You ore ready to take a break from
the holiday parties and hoopla that filled your
December. And now you are more sensitive than
usual, looking to dim the lights, untangle the knot,
dull the knife, and blend with the dust. You are
feeling the pressure from those around you to get
on with and make some suggestions. But you are
nat ready. After the 215t and the new moan, you
are more ready but cautious. This next year is the
Chinese Year of the Monkey. Keep your choices
flexible, as you will need to be malleable.

PISCES (February 19-March 20). Seme of you
are ready to be grounded and finolly make o
choice about the new quest that is facing you. Be
sure lo seek out friends and cohorts, as they will
be your best counse!l this month. A new triend
may enter your life at this time. And if he does,
he will be around for many years. You have done
much separation aver the last two years from your
previous self. You will be-
gin the process of rebuild
ing. Romantic relationships
are all around you, as long
as you make time for them
in your life.

Lilly Roddy gives her |
annual astrological fore-
cast for the year begin-
ning on page 38.

v/ Call Premier for my new Nextel phone

/' Enjoy Unlimited Incoming Calls

V' Enjoy Unlimited Nights & Weekends

v/ Enjoy Nextel's Nationwide Walkie-Talkie
v/ Call Premier for Free Delivery

/' Call Premier- They will not be undersold!

v Call Premier Today!
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Call Today!
NEXTEL
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12220 Murphy Rd
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OUT IN HOUSTON

1 Surrounded by friends, Sylvia Cervantes (in the center, in the gray jacket) and
Rose Mary Trejo (in the red turtleneck) celebrated their fourtegnth anniversary
and Rosemary's birthday on Nov. T1 at Metear.

2 Chierie Landry () and Richard Boetsch attended the Houston Women's
Festival after party at Chances on Oct. 25.

3 On Oct. 23, Wayne Besen read from his new book Anything But Straipht:
Unmasking the Scandals and Lies Behind the Ex-Gay Myth at the Houston GLBT
Gommunity Genter

4 Tiftany Shelton () joined Daniel Curry at his Sept. 7 birthday party at
Farrago, where he is manager

5 On Nov. 14, Aton LaDay (1), director of marketing and design services at the
Decorative Center Houston, presented several boxes of designer fabric samples (o New
Covenant Christian Chureh minister Todd Williams and church member Peggy
Barr. The congreqation, which warships at the Houston GLBT Cemmunity Center, wil
use the fabric in its weekly quilting oroup, Mending and Stitching

6 Sally Huffer (front row, I) and Jerel MeNeil (front row, r) displayed
facsimile checks given to HATCH, and the Colt 45's Stone Soup Food Pantry
representing donations made at Lockdown, the Sept. 14 Misfits of Houston event at
the downtown club Rehab.

7 Following the Dec. 2 World AIDS Day Houstan Symphony chamber orchestra concart
at Bering Memorial United Methodist Church, symphany co-chair EW. Long (1) and
Bering Omega Community Services co-chair Marion Coleman joined in the
announcement of the May 1 k.o. lang concert in Houston, which will include a
reception with the singer benefiting the symphony and Bering Omega.

B For the fifth year, the international Day of Remembrance memarialized indnaduals
murdered as @ result of anti-transgender hate. Those who gathered on Mov, 20 at
Houston City Hall ingluded (I-r) Vanessa Edwards Foster

9 At the Nov. 20 Human Rights Campaign gala kick-off at Jacques Antiques, Laura
Kopriva () and Arnold Vasquez appeared a5 Eve and Adam, illustrating the
theme “Garden of Even”

10 The crowd at the HRC event included Shari Heyen () and Amy Blumrosen.
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U.S. Construetion
& Services

* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
* Ceramic Tiling

* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Room Addition and Siding

* Replacement Windows

We are an owner-operated company serving
the Houston area for over 25 years, specializing
in residential and commercial remodeling.
We have many satisfied references, both
residential and commercial, for your review.
Turn your house into
the home of your dreams.

If we can be of assistance, please call.

Call for a free estimate.

U.S. Construetion & Services v—
(713) 526-7679 » Pager 713/698-0103 * E-mail: uscon@pdq.net

Joe Hlavac, Owner

It WE can create

gr'anite br_uwl.a lilke this,

f Mo 'i Ne what we can do

v

For your l/.ltr:hr:tn

DS

Granite, h-ﬁar]ﬂ]c‘. Slate & Limestone Fabrication and Installation

Residential « Commercial « Countertops - Vanities « Tub Surrounds . Fireplace Mantles

N

Queen
of the—ri le

Absolute Black and Bordeaus Granite Bowl

Granite, Marble, Siate & Limestone Fabrication and Installation

Tel: 713.98%.6200

A YYOMNE FEECE: 4, B, 5 DALTON DEHART: 5 TIM BROOKOVER, 7
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RazsmgAwdreness One Step At A sze

Sunday, March 14,2004 Sam Houston
8:00 a.m. Registration Park-Downtown
10:00 a.m.Walk 1000 Bagby Street
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