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When comparing the Saab 9-3 Linear Sport Sedan to the Volvo $60 2.4 and the Saab 9-5 Arc Sedan
to the Volvo 580 2.9, you'll find the Saab has more horsepower and cargo room yet costs less!

The Saab Sign and Drive Event

2004 SAAB 9-3
LINEAR SPORT SEDAN
SIGN AND DRIVE

TURBOCHARGED ENGINE

Saab 9-3 Linear Sport Sedan
SAAR ACTIVE HEAD RESTRAINT?

MNo CHARGE SCHEDULED MAINTENANCES

LEATHER-APPOINTED SEATS DOWN

PAYMENT 35 M('}

Taxes, insurance, tde, license,
dealer fees and registration fees
extra. Mo sec. dep. required, In
3éth month: Turn in vehicle and
pay ¥250 disposition fee OR
514,?10.?5 Jéch monch pmc
5.9% APR. NOT A LEASE

2004 SAAB 9-5
ARC SEDAN
SIGN AND DRIVE

"0 *409

MO,
F‘A‘r""lE \NT 47 MO™
Taxes, insurance; tide. license,

dealer fees

extra. Ne sec.

Welcome to the

state of independence

reI3rO3IMNANCe
sSAAB

2 LOCATIONS:

10505 SW Freeway * Houston TX 77074 * 713.981.4400 | 18855 1 “;‘lh\‘.ﬂ_\' 59 N. » Humble TX 77338 « 281.964.4660

www.PerformanceCarCo.com

John Kiernan — Sales Manager

www.saabusa.com
1 BOO SAAB USA
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RIGHTS
CAMPAIGNw

The GARDEN of EVEN [

HOUSTON HRC GALA

~Formore information and tickets,
Visit the HRC Houston website at

SATURDAY
MARCH 20, 2004

INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL wwW.hrehouston.org
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Don’t pass up Performance for Price!
Choose from over 30 Saab Certlﬁed Vehicles!

'm James Vanya, New Car Sales Manager at

Performance Saab of Houston. I'm proud
to be part of the GLBT community anda
member of the Greater Houston GLBT
Chamber of Commerce. Performance Sﬂﬁ‘
of Houston embraces diversity and is eegar %
to SUppOrt our community.

hen you test drive a
w:-new Saab during the
month of February, mention
this ad and Performance
Saab of Houston will donate $25
to the Human Rights Campaign.
I look forward to working with ynu}

:

.
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James R. Vanya
Sales Manager New Car Sales

S — 713.981.4400 -

2003 Ford Focus ZX3 jrespa€ReriormenceCa S '

9.0, Haichbock, 5 Sed www.PerformanceCarCo.com e

b L [,' ||| Incla FJL Ll\u L T =

Warranty, Fun 4o Drive for $10 9851 — = ﬂ
: PeIrO3IMANCsE
o, Cradit Problems? We can help! 10505 SW Freeway » Houston TX 77074
Don’t let past credit problems stop you from trying Performance! (59 South, inside Beloway 8] W
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BRANDON, THE COMPANY
DESIGNED FROM THE GROUND UP

To SAVE YOU MONEY!

We’re America’s Only
Nationwide Home
Furnishings Deep
Discounter... We Buy
i ' Famous Names Direct
P O3 ‘ From The Factory,
No Middleman
’y 4y or Commissioned
g ‘,’_ Salespeople.
‘Er ﬁ Our Prices Are Always
g,_ Up To 70% Below
.. Retail Everyday
&  Plus There’s Never
N i’-_v A Wait! Everything
. % IsIMMEDIATELY
' AVAILABLE
Take It Home Now or
& g Have It Delivered!

AT BRANDON, IT°S ALL UNDER ONE ROOF!
Over 200 Of America’s Top Furniture Manufacturers Plus
The Largest Collections Of Original Art & Rugs In The U.S.

&
i

120,00 SQ. FT. EXPANSION SALE - IN PROGRESS!
'6:#'5""' With Our New Credit Program, Pick From The Best The
Furniture World Has To Offer, And Enjoy 12 Months
No Interest Financing*

“with wppraved credis

Just East Of Fondren Between
Harwin & Westpark

||| westeine|

FINE FURNITURE, ACCESSORIES, ART AND RUGS

8648 GLENMONT |
HOUSTON -+« 713.785.7888 CrTR

120,000 SQ). FT. WAREHOUSE OF FINE HOME FURNISHINGS '
SUNDAYS 11AM TO 6PM * M-S 9 AM TO 5 PM i R 5

LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE! Arizona = Colordo = Connecticut * Florida = Georgia * llingis + Missouri * Nevada « New Jersoy
Mow York * Morth Carolina * Pennsylvania » Texas * www.brandonhomefurnishings.com
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ALDIT CIRCULATION
www.verifiedaudit.com

‘ ¥4 VERIFIED

“powerful, wildly sexy”

— New York Magazine

e . werd

I'inally, a full season of lesbian drama~ one episode and you're hooked.
N, E WLNESPISS.OD E S .W'I'IME
SUNDAYS 10pPm: b

HOOK UP WITH SHOWTIME AND GET $25 CASH BACK

To receive your rebate: write your name, address (email address is optional - by providing your email address
you authorize Showtime and its promotional partners to send you periodic information) on a 3 x 5 card and mail
it along with your first two months’ original bills dated between 11/o1/03 through 4/30/04 indicating your new
SHOWTIME subscription to: Showtime Rebate Offer, P.O. Box 2288, Dept. LW, Grand Rapids, MN 55745-2288.




Letter from the Editor

ow we are 10.

I remember having dinner
with Greg Jeu in a Thai restau-
rant in Rice Village around the
time he launched OutSmart. 1
then worked at a local design
magazine, and I recall we chat-
ted long into the evening about
hopes for our publications. Ten
years on, I work for Greg, that
then-thriving design magazine is
long gone, and to misquote
Sondheim, “Good times and bum
times/We've seen them all and,
my dear/We're still here.”

An anniversary is a good time
not only to recollect, but also to
look ahead. Throughout our
celebratory year, we will intro-
duce a few changes in the maga-
zine, including some new fea-
tures. We plan to build on what
has made OutSmart a success for

a decade while always striving to
improve,

All year, we will mark our 10-
year milestone with events and
celebrations. These festivities
will begin with OutSmart’s birth-
day party on February 18 at Me-
teor (details, page 41). We hope
you will join us for some birth-
day cake and visit with the staff.
As the year continues, look for
our limited-edition commemora-
tive anniversary book, special
Pride events in June, and a gala
celebration and community
fundraiser in conjunction with
the annual Gayest & Greatest
issue in October. We will finish
the year with a juried photogra-
phy competition, resulting in an
exhibition and publication.

As Greg points out in his in-
terview about the magazine’s his-

The OutSmart staff (I-r): James T. Hurst, Greg Jeu, Jack Richardson Il Eric A. T. Dieckman, Terry Klumpp, Joe Milstead,

tory (page 36), OutSmart could
not have reached a decade in
business without steadfast sup-
port from the community, includ-
ing our advertisers. Over the
years, a platoon of editors, writ-
ers, photographers, artists, pro-
duction people, sales and market-
ing experts, and delivery folks
has put together the magazine
and put it out on the streets.
Along with the current staff pic-
tured below, many additional
contributors help produce
OutSmart month after month.
For 10 years, our readers have
ensured our success. We hope you
will let us know what you enjoy
and what you don’t like and con-
tact us with your ideas. And we
hope you will still be reading
when we are 20.
—Tim Brookover

Tony Yarbrough, Thomas Chelena, Blase DiStefano, Teresa Anderson, and Tim Brookover.
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AIDS \Walk Houston

Raising chzreness One Step At A Time

Sunday, March 14,2004 Sam Houston
8:00 a.m. Registration Park-Downtown
10:00 a.m.Walk 1000 Bagby Street

"5 :
1"J PMorganChase <hmcsoftware  ChevronTexaco F[Jl

WATER

sPraoganChase wwwAlDSwalkhouston.org




PEGGY S. BITTICK

® Employment Discrimination
® Co-Parenting Agreements

* Estate Planning K
® Child Custody Modificatiog
® Child Support Modificati

& Enforcement

* Adoption

® (General Civil Litigation

® Real Estate
® School Law
® Family Law

® Divorce

® Alternate Lifestyle Issues

www.bitticklaw.com

Clear Lake Branch Office (by appointment only)

Attorney & Mediator

Compassionate... Thorough... Assertive

281-485-3500

Pearland
281-333-2223

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal St

SHOWTIME'S LESBIANS
Olivia Flores Alvarez's write-up an llene Chaiken
the creator, screenwriter, and producer of The L Word
["|ust Say the Word, ' January 2004]—was very well
done. | liked the fact that she talked about the issues
in the shows; it was insightful and well-written.
| alse liked the Super Bowl article [“Super
Duper” by Tiffany Penn]. | may have to employ some
of those suggestions
Jean Bishop
MNew York City

MARK OF ACHIEVEMENT
Hi. | had the privilege of meeting Mark Coyle [''The
Way of Nature,” March 2000] at a craft show in the
garly ‘90s out in Sugar Land at the First Colony art
show, He was "up and coming, It was his first shaow,
and |'ve remembered him all these years, | was
fascinated with his ability to just sit down and "do
it" He is an amazing rman
Thanks for the article!
Linda Maorris

Houston

COLTISH THANKS

On behalf of all of the Colt 45's | wish to thank you

for a wonderful spread '_ ‘Out Front.” Decen

2003]. It turned out very well and the Colts received
ome great publicity for our Christmas and

Cammu -ut Award show

Jerel McNeil

Caolt 45's president

LOVE LETTERS?
HATE MAIL?

Tell us what you think about OutSmart. Send to
Letters, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 770086,
or e-mail to letters{@outsmartmagazine.com.

Give the gift of Love
Valentine's Dii}‘ SI)(‘('IJ:II
2) L5 Hours Full-body Massages
Private Spa in a Tropical Seting
Bottle of Champagne
inati-alonbol alsg svaifabie )

Only S120.00
per couple

(il Certificates awailable with this spec |.|I

Cenificates purchised are valkl thmoo
Back Frem
’\.:' York
by racd

Call 832/524-7700 oOr 713/5327-0400

Ceramics

Lighting

Bedroom

Wall Art ( Leather Goods

\//
f

Art Glass

Armoire

Rock. Paper. Scissors.
Home furnishing decisions should be so simple.

321-B West 19th Street  Houston, TX 77008
713.880.5100 www.tansustyle.com
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THE MOST TONY AWARDS IN BROADWAY HISTORY!

-'- -
I

LI E S HETTES

—— i g

LEWS J. THE ALAN

g STADLEN 9 @@E@w@ E ﬁ RUCK
| NEL RO

THE LAUGHS ARE JUST A PHONE CALI. AWAY'
FEBRUARY 3-22

HoBBY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

cail 713-629-3700

Groups of 20 or more: 713-693-2692 -
ticketmaster.com or HOUSTON |

srA, broadwayacrossamerica.com EXPERIENCE THE BEST!

K ks gt 1 e AR . Dt Sb41 14 SRS AL i broadwayacrossamerica.com WWW.progicersantoar.com




THE MARRYING KIND. 0On February 13, 30 gay and leshian couples will converge at the county clerk's office to request
marriage licenses. This ohservance of Freedom to Marry Day—the annual day of action calling for equality in matrimonial laws,
organized hy an array national GLBT rights groups and locally by Stonewall Law Association of Greater Houston—will surely get
noticed. Dne of the couples, Stephanie Welch (1) and Cindy Scott, had a commitment ceremony in 1889, Now they seek to legalize
their union. “I think it's going to take a nationwide effort to push marriage equality through,” Scott says.

Photographed by David Lewis

Ten Reasons
To LoveYour
Karen Derr Realtor!

1) KarenDerr.com, award winning website,
1st agency on-line in Houston - since 1995.

2) The best listings, expertly priced!

3) Three offices & nearly 40 agents serving
Houston and Galveston too!

A 4) Trained real estate negotiators.

5) On-call attitude, phones answered for,
extended business hours, A

8) Beautiful prlntable PBF;ﬂyers.,mn “line W|th
interior photos and detailed information.

9) Because we cater to buyers, we're the hest
choise for sellers too!

10) Each agent is personally chosen & trained
by Karen Derr & backed by her 26 years of
experience - she stakes her name on it!

You‘re Gonna Love Us!

Bruce

Hutmacher
281.216.065%7

Updated in 2003, this Heights Heights 2 bed 2 bath with
garage apartment which rents
for $650 per month. Home
and custom

charmer includes a garage
apartment. In area of lots of 5 _
proposed new  construction |"-I'“l”1“-"" _granite
this is a greal opportunity. Kitchen. $235,000

$184,000

L . : Wonderful renovation on a
i L P ™ 57 great Heights street. Designer
‘ X colors and fixtures, granite and

stainless kitchen. Studio apar-
ment. $2 10,000

KAREN DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY-VIEW PDF FLYERS @ KARENDERR.COM




OUT WEST. Syed Asif Hassan will
travel to Los Angeles this month for the
North American conference of Al-Fatiha,
the U.S.-based organization dedicated to
GLBT Muslims. Hassan, a Rice University
graduate student in physics, serves on
the national board. For the February 13-
16 event, Hassan is helping to
coordinate the first queer Muslim film
festival. He will also speak on two
panels—one on the history and state of
the Al-Fatiha movement and another on
Sufism. “That's one of the more
inclusive communities,” Hassan
explains. “There are Sufi congregations
that are accepting of the full spectrum
of queer”

Photographed by John Conroy
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NOW AVAILABLE

Hand-made reproduction

furniture is ready for

immediate shipment from

Italian Round

Carl Moore Antiques. The

chairs and tables shown

Courtry

~hinn . George Il
Chippendale ' :
SRtk are just a sample from

our extensive selection
that also includes
secretaries, welsh dressers,
cupbourds, bookcases.

Double Pedestal coffee tables, linen presses, \
Italian

Painted

www.carlmooreantiques.com

tables and more. Chairs are
available in sets of six (two
head and four side chairs)

with additional side chairs

sold by the pair. We invite

Italian

Baroaie YOu to view our entire Regancy

collection of hand-made
reproduction furniture on
our website, as well as our
exceptional inventory of

unique antique furniture,
Country French

Drop-Leaf

accessories, and paintings

from around the world.

We look forward to being

your resource for antique

collecting. Carl MOOFC 0 ,

L%y
W

Antiques

Telephone 713-524-2502 + Facsimile 713-524-2535
1610 Bissonnet + Houston, TX 77005 USA
Monday — Friday 9:30 — 5:30 < Thursday 9:30 - 7:00 < Saturday 10:00 - 5:00

Italian Oval




News Briefs

DATEBOOK

= Tamara Jones, chief of staff for City
Council member Ada Edwards, will lead a
workshop on social, political, and civil justice
activism on Feb. 5, 6:30 p.m., at Resurrection
Metropalitan Community Church. Register:
Melissa Rogers, 281/531-8805 or
rmecomm @ yahoo.com.

= Pride Committee of Houston holds voling
for pride parade grand marshals on Feb. 7 and
Feb, 21, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., at Iis office, Check

www.pridehouston.org for the list of nominees.

= Parents, Families & Friends of Leshians
& Gays-Houston considers the controversy
over the election of openly gay Episcopal
hishop Gene Robinson al ils Feb. B, 2 p.m.,
meeting at St. Paul's Mathodist Ghurch.
Details: 713/467-3524, www.pflaghouston.org.

= On Feb. 11, Bering Support Network, the
counseling program of Bering Memorial United
Methodist Ghurch, begins two new facilitated
proups: “Recently Diagnosed HIV+" and
“Long-Term Survivors of HIV." Groups meet at
7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays, preceded by a 6:30
p.m. potluck supper. Register: 713/526-1017.

= Stonewall Law Association of Greater
Houston hosts a Feb. 8, 1-6 p.m., media-
training class at the Houston GLBT Community
Center for couples participating in a Feb. 13,
2 p.m., marriage-equality demenstration

at the county clerk’s office. Register:
Christopher Bown, 713/227-1717, or
MarriageEquality@ slagh.org.

= Conrad Hernandez chairs a silent-auction
fundraiser for the Positive Art Workshop,
the Houston GLBT Community Center art
classes for people living with HIV/AIDS, on
Feb, 21, 7 p.m., al davidiewisIMAGES/Midtown
Photography studio. Details: 713/524-3818.

= Longtime community organizer Bob Bouton
speaks at “Fourth Sunday History Series”
presented by the Gulf Coast Archive &
Museum of GLBT History on Feb. 22, 3 p.m,,
at the museum. Details: www.gcam.org.

= Miss the marathon? Magt up with
FrontRunners Houstan, the gay/leshian
runners group, for regular 3-mile runs,
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. and Sundays al 8 a.m.,
in Memorial Park, Details: http://
home.swhell.net/larathon/houfr.htm. B
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SAFETY FIRST: TIPS FROM (-PATROL

ince the November 28 attack
on Avondale against New York
dancer Alan Tibbetts, ac-
companied by rumors of other hate-

Pay to park.
Use one of the paid parking

lots or even get your vehicle
valet-parked at the club
Consider that for the cost of a
single drink, you have taken
out an insurance policy for the
night—first, that yvour vehicle
will be secure and easily ac-
cessible to you, and, second,
that it will still be there when
you are finished for the
evening. If you must park in
the street, check for parking
signs and park as close to the
club as possible and near a
street light. Avoid areas with
bushes or shrubs or over-

hanging trees.

Never walk alone.
Walk with a friend and then

drive him or her back to

the club or vehicle.
You can also ask
one of the off-duty
police officers or
il (]lﬂ”’”'-;il‘l rf”‘ an
escort to your ve-
hicle. It never hurts
to ask.

Always walk with
purpose.

Keep your head up
and on a swivel.
Always be aware of
your surroundings
and the people around you.

Have your keys ready.

Get your keys out and in your hand as soon
as you leave the club. This keeps you from
fumbling for them when you get to your
vehicle and also allows for them to be used
for defense il necessary.

driven assaults, many in the com-
munity remain on edge. For some
ideas on personal safety, particularly

in the Montrose club district, we

Street smart: Shaded Montrose
streets can be exceptionally dark at
night. Avoid large shrubs and trees.
Inset: Have your keys ready as you
walk to your car.

Get loud.

Carry a whistle or horn or something that
makes a lot of noise if needed. Predators do
not like to draw attention

Walk in the street.

I know that this is illegal, but walking in
the street while facing traffic is a lot safer

checked in with Chris Arasin,
chairman of Q-Patrol, the volunteer
group that patrols the area on

weekend nights, His tips:

than walking on mast of the
sidewalks in the neighbarhood.
Avoid greenery.

Stay awayv from large shrubs,
bushes, and overhanging
trees, which make great cover

for troublemakers.

Know your limits.

Too much alcohol or other
substances can limit your
ability to react to a situation
and make you an easy target.
You might even be at the point
where you should not be
behind the wheel of your
vehicle. Get a friend to take
vou home or take a taxi.

IF YOU ARE ATTACKED

Report the attack.

Give whatever information

yvou can. Contact the Houston
Police Department and file a
report. The city operates a
Hate Crimes Hotline at 713/
: 529-9615. If you are in need of
¢ counseling after the attack, the
Montrose Counseling Center

(713/529-0037) has people

¥ & =
AN ¢ trained to assist you.
85 #5W - contact Q-Patrol.

]il'l us LR:'.U“ 80 wWe ¢can ;'\L‘i:‘p a
closer eye on that area on our next patrol. Our
number is 713/5628-SAFE (7233) or e-mail
QPatrolHouston@yvahoo.com, Consider join-
ing us for a patrol. Remember that we patron-
ize the bars, clubs, coffeehouses, restaurants,
and bookstores to enjoy ourselves and the
company of others. We have to be vigilant in
making sure that we do not become a crime
statistic, but we need not crawl into a shell.
We need to stand up and show our pride in
ourselves and in our community every day.
That starts with being safe. —

Home Equity Line of Credit

Choose when you use it.

Call for rates as low as

4.2

Choose how you use it.

CoastalBarnc s

wiww coastalbanc cod

1629 S, Yoss Road
Houston, TX ® (713) 978-7381

KIM SON

RESTAURANT

“Best Dim Sum

Restaurant™ £

—HOUSTON PRESS

“Best Vietnamese

Restaurant”
—HOUSTON PRESS

“America’s Best Ethnic Restaurant™

’ Private Parties up to 500 people

7531 Westheimer
713.783.0054

2001 Jefferson

www.kimson.com

2750 SW Frwy
) '[

]

BON APPETIT

’ Catering/Delivery available

Catering Information
713.222.2404

81.242. 3500

info@kimson.com
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NEW MEN’S
GROUP FORMS

his month, Derrick Elliott launches a

new group for men across the
multicultural spectrum. Men of All Colors
Together-Houston will meet for the first time
on Thursday, February 5, at 7 p.m. at the
Houston GLBT Community Center.

“] see the group as being social,” Elliott
says. “I want to have a bar night. [ want to
have two nights a month at the center. I
would like for us to have a bowling night.”

Elliott adds that the focus of the group
(more info: 281/373-5175 or 832/228-6234)
“could change as the membership wishes.”

The local organization joins a network of
affiliated groups in 30 U.8. cities, including
Austin and Dallas. In addition to these
groups, variously identified as Black and
White Men Together, Men of All Colors
Together, and People of All Colors Together,
there 15 a Pittsburgh-based National
Association of Black & White Men Together.

SCHOLARSHIP
DEADLINES SET

Tln-- application deadline for the The
PFLAG/H A.T.C_H. Youth Scholarship
Foundation isn’t until May 1, but interested
students may want to start preparing now.

The program offers cash awards for GLBT
students in the Houston area who have
demonstrated outstanding achievement in
high schoel or college. In 2003, the foundation
awarded a total $119,000 in amounts ranging
from $10,000 over four years to §2,000 over
two vears.

More information and the application is
available at

www.pflaghouston.org/scholarship. htm. To
request information by mail, write PHYSF,
P.0O. Box 667010, Houston 77266.

In addition, the national
organization of PFLAG (Parents, Families,
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays), offers
nine scholarships of $2,500 and 14
scholarships of $1,000. These awards are
available to GLBT students and to non-GLBT
students who demonstrate support for the
community. The deadline is March 15.

|||lE|r'r11.‘i1 1071 .’Lm'] ."1|}F'n‘|'l{_‘n.t'l-.’m}c are available

www.pflag.org/scholar_docs.htm or by mail by
writing Dr. Roy Gilbert-Higginson, PFLAG
National Scholarships Program, 1726 M
Street, #400, Washington, DC 20036.
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MUSEUM SEEKS . Congratulations to the staff of OutSmart
ARCHIVES HOME | on your 10th anniversary! 5

Bryan Williams, ABr

Coldwell Banker-Swilley Hudson
1505 Heighis Blvd. » 713/869-0456

(ongratulations & Thank you OutSmart

Premier Wireless Solutions opened its doors two months before the debut of OutSmart. Over the
years, our business has grown considerably, and a large part of that suceess came directly from Out-
Smart readers. Premier Wireless Solutions serves both consumer and commercial markets, and we
can see how OutSmart has delivered clients to us from both of these fields, allowing our business to
grow every year, making Premier Wireless Solutions’ future very exciting.

Stored up: These are just some of the 19 shelves
that hold the GCAM archives.

early five years ago, Judy and Bruce Reeves helped establish
the Gulf Coast Archive & Museum of GLBT History in their
residence near downtown. Even after the community museum

moved to its present West Main location, the Reeveses continued to

In addition to being an effective advertising medium for our business, I always look forward to read-
ing OutSmart each month. It keeps me informed on local, national, and world news that affects my
family and those I love. Congratulations, OutSmart, for 10 great years of serving our eity and for
helping us stay connected and informed.

house the bulk of the archives in warehouse space adjacent to their
home. Now the Reeveses plan to sell the property, and GCAM seeks

storage space.

g

remier
WIRELESS SOLUTIONS

12220 Murphy Road * 281.575.8500

Reeves h:u|:g--.‘ an individual or firm with climate-controlled storage
space or a warehouse will donate room for the archives. “To date, we

have 19 shelves, each on casters and capable of holding 18 regular file

Lea Bogle,
President of Premier Wireless Solutions

boxes,” she says. “We need to find a new home for this valuable
material, and we need to find it very quickly”
Reeves points out that because GCAM is a nonprofit organization, a

donor could realize tax benefits. Interested persons can reach her at
713/227-5973, ext. 1.1




by Daryl Moore

MIGHTY REAL

Gen. Wesley Clark stands out in the Democratic field

enerally, I dont fawn over candi-

dates who supported Nixon and

Reagan. And, generally, I don'’t find

myself supporting a candidate who praised

George W. Bush at any Republican fund-

raisers. But, generally, there's not a general

who is running as a Democrat for the presi-

dency. This time there is. And I'm a huge
Wesley Clark fan.

What's not to like? No candidate—Demo-
crat or Hepublican—has a more impressive
biography. Born in Chicago in 1944, Clark
lost his father when he was young, so Clark
and his mother moved to Little Rock,
Arkansas, to live with his grandparents. He
was a star swimmer and top high school
student in Little Rock.

Clark received an appointment to West
Paint, where he graduated first in his class,
He was a Rhodes scholar. He served in
Vietnam, was wounded in combat, and re-

ceived two Bronze Stars, the Purple Heart,

and the Silver Star. (During this time,
Dubya was hiding out in the National Guard
to avoid cembat, and Howard Dean was
snow skiing in Aspen—on a medical defer-
ment.) After obtaining the rank of four-star
general, and after serving as NATO’s Su-
preme Allied Commander, General Clark
received the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Running as a Democrat, Clark provides
the party an opportunity to nominate a ean-
didate who is untouchable on national secu-
rity. Running from the South, Clark pro-
vides the party an opportunity to carry some
Southern states, which is necessary if the
Democrats are to reclaim the White House.

Still, many of the Democratic faithful are
afraid of Clark. They say he's not a “real”
Democrat, as reflected by his voting for
Nixon and Reagan. Who in the Democratic
primary is a “real” Democrat? Kerry, Gep-
hardt, and Edwards, who supported the
resolution for invading Iraqin a pre-emptive
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strike? Dr. Dean, who called Medicare “one
of the worst federal programs ever™ Joseph
Lieberman, the Republican-lite candidate
who is politically dead and doesn’t yet know
it? That leaves Al Sharpton, Carol Mosely

Braun, and Dennis Kucinich. And even 1if

they are “real” Democrats, none of them is
polling 1 percent.

I've attended two Wesley Clark events
and he sounds like a “real” Democrat to me.
He disdains John Ashcroft, whom he calls
“unpatriotic” for erasing individual free-
doms that Clark fought for. He blasts the
Bush administration for

continued on page 24
Writing from the liberal end
of the spectrum, Houston
attorney Daryl Moore has a
general practice and is
board certified in civil and
appellate law. He can be
reached at DarylMoore
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MASS. MOVEMENT

by Dale Carpenter

Where will the state high court decision lead?

id the Massachusetts high court

really order the state to recognize

gay marriages? That's the way the
deeision in Goodridge v. Dept. of Public
Health was reported in the media, quickly
becoming conventional wisdom.

Before a week had passed, however, revi-
sionism set in. According to the revisionist
view, the Massachusetts court gave the
legislature the choice whether to extend full
marriage to gay couples or to give them the
legal benefits of marriage under some other
name, The revisionist view is advanced by
the Massachusetts governor and the state’s
attorney general, who oppose gay marriage.
Some who support gay marriage but who
fear a devastating political backlash also
advance this opinion.

Are the revisionists right? Will civil unions
suffice, as they did in neighboring Vermont
three vears ago when that state’s highest court
also addressed marriage discrimination?

The revisionist view has some support in
the opinion. Andrew Koppelman, one of the
leading gay-rights legal scholars in the
country, argues the court “did not decree that
same-sex couples were entitled to marry.”

He bases thig conelusion on three aspects
of the decision. First, discussing the actual
remedy given to the gay couples, the court
said only that they were entitled to “the pro-
tections, benefits, and obligations of civil mar-
riage.” These things may be provided with-
out attaching the word “marriage” to them.

Second, the court did not order the state to
issue actual marriage licenses to gay couples.

Third, the court gave the legislature 180
days to remedy the problem. This makes no
sense, Koppelman maintains, unless the
legislature had some option other than
simply to give gay couples marriage—a
remedy the court easily could have imposed

To these three arguments a fourth might
be added: While a court is properly con-

Selling
Houston’s
Finest
Real Estate
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Making Clients for Li
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“GRITY « COURTESY « SERVICE

KNOWLEDGE « IN

cerned about discrimination in substantive
rights, it has no business telling legislatures
what they must call those rights. As long as
the legislature has given gay couples all the
privileges of marriage, this argument holds,
it may call that package “marriage” or “civil
unions” or “fried green tomatoes.”

There's an additional eoncern. To read
the decision as requiring marriage may
scare the state into amending its constitu-
tion. What's far worse, it may scare the
country into adopting a federal constitu-
tional amendment that would not enly ban —

Writing from the conservative
end of the political spectrum,
Dale Carpenter began his
coltemn for OutSmart in 1994,
when he lived in Houston,
Now residing in Minneapo-
lis, Carpeniter is a University
of Minnesota Law Schoaol
professor. He can be reached
at OutRight@aol.com.
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m continued from page 22

“deceiving the American public” into sup-
porting a premature invasion into Iraq, even
though there was no “causal nexus” between
Saddam Hussein and Al Qaeda, or [raq and
September 11. He talks about tax relief for
the real middle class—not just for those who
earn more than $200,000/year, which seems
middle class to King George and Vice
President Halliburton.

And General Clark is vocally pro-choice,
pro-affirmative action, and pro-gay rights.

Choice. “It's a decision the woman has
to make . . . It's her choice.”

Affirmative action. “I know this first-
hand from my 34 years in the United States
military: Affirmative action was essential
to creating the diverse officer corps we need
to defend our country. Throughout my
career, | have seen the benefits of seeking
out qualified minority candidates for leader-
ship positions—and I am a beneficiary of
their leadership.”

Gay rights. “It's not right that people
should hide their sexuality. Don't Ask, Don't
Tell violates the principles of honesty,
candor, and full development of the human
potential that have been secrets of the
military’s success.”

As General Clark himself has said, if he
were a Republican, these positions would “make
him the loneliest Republican in politics.”

[ don’t care whom Clark voted for in 1972
or 1980. He seems like a real Democrat now.
And he seems like he has a real chance of
taking the White House away from Bush.

In fact, he reminds me of another Demo-
erat who grew up in Little Rock, left Arkan-
sas, and became a Rhodes scholar, entered
politics, and ended up defeating an incum-
bent named George Bush.

Except the general has something
Clinton lacks: self-discipline. And that
makes me a real Wesley Clark disciple,
beeause he’s real enough for me. Il

m continued from previous page

gay marriages but also civil unions and other

forms of recognition. Koppelman, who
supports gay marriage, urges activists to
wait “a decade or two" before pressing for it.

I think the revisionists read both the opin-
ion and the political climate the wrong way.

As for the opinion, it's true the court
noted the exclusion of gay couples from mar-
ital “protections, benefits, and obligations.”
But it did so to emphasize one reason why
marriage is so important. The Massachu-
setts court also recognized that “tangible as
well as intangible benefits flow from mar-
riage.” The tangible benefits (filing joint tax
returns and the like) can be captured by a
marriage equivalent, but the intangible bene-

fits (historically grounded social recognition)
cannot fully be. So what it’s called does matter

Notably, in fashioning its remedy, the
court neither mentioned the Vermont
example nor explicitly gave the state
legislature an alternative to marriage, as
the Vermont court did. Instead, the court
followed the model of a Canadian court last
summer by stripping the opposite-sex
requirement from the definition of marriage
itself. “We construe marriage to mean the
voluntary union of two persons as spouses,”
the Massachusetts court declared.

While it's true the court did not order
the state to issue marriage licenses to gay
couples, that's not what the couples asked
for. They asked only for the court to de-
clare unconstitutional marriage diserim-
ination against same-sex couples, which
the court did by changing the definition
of marriage to conform to state consti-
tutional requirements.

What, then, is the Massachusetts legis-
lature supposed to do in the next six
months? Marriage discrimination against
same-sex couples is rife in state law. The
legislature, not a court, is best suited to
decide how to rewrite those discriminatory
provisions. That's what the legislature
should do with its time if it wants to comply
with the decision, not struggle to find
ways to give gay couples a separate but
equal status.

As for the polities, fears of a catastrophic
backlash are probably exaggerated. Polls in
Massachusetts show residents favor the
decision by a 12-point margin and oppose a
state constitutional amendment by a 17-
point margin, As [ have previously written,
polls on this issue probably tend to exag-
gerate support for us. But we're already in
a better position than we were in the
immediate aftermath of the Vermont
opinion, when a majority of that state’s
citizens opposed a more moderate result.
Since a state constitutional amendment in
Massachusetts requires eventual voter
approval and since such a referendum could
not be held until November 2006, there's
time between now and then to calm fears.

As for a federal constitutional amend-
ment, the prospects are even dimmer.
Amending the U.S. Constitution is difficult,
especially when one of the major parties
opposes that action, as the Democrats do.
Elven conservatives are divided on the 1ssue,
some because they have become more
moderate on homosexuality and some
because they believe states ought to make
their own decisions about marriage.

If the Magsachusetts decision sticks and
we get our first experiment in real gay
marriage, 2003 will be remembered as the year
we turned a corner toward full equality. ll
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InsideOut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

FRESH START

The new mayor; controller; and council get started

rom a City Council member’s per-

spective, the tone of the 2004 inau-

gural celebration differed in one im-
portant respect from my first inauguration
as an at-large member in 1998, When coun-
cil members walked out on the stage with
their spouses—in my case, life partner—we
were introduced as “council members” with-
out being named individually. All the focus
was on the mayor.

When Mayor Bill White praised new
council member Pam Holm in his inaugural
speech for taking on the billboard industry,
his inclusiveness signaled his admini-
stration's new direction,

White was no less generous in his re-
marks about other new council members
Adrian Garcia, Ronald Green, M.J. Kahn,
and Toni Lawrence. Inclusion has not always
been the theme of new administrations, and
time will tell if this grand honeymoon ges-
ture will develop into a healthy marriage
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An appreciation for diversity will be
helpful. The new council includes seven
women (the most ever); the city’s first Mus-
lim and South Asian-American elected offi-
cial; three African Americans; two Hispan
ics; and one Asian American. Not to men
tion an openly leshian city controller.

Viewpoints will be diverse: small-busi-
ness owners, a police officer, attorneys, a
community activist and radio show host,
nonprofit director, standup comic, physi-
cian, realtor, financial planner.

The day after the inaugural, the New
York Times featured an unusually positive
story about the new era in Houston, What
better photo to run than one of the country’s
most modern light rail cars? The article also
mentioned that I had walked across the
stage with my life partner, Kathy Hubbard
Only some of the Miller Outdoor Theatre
gudience, however, realized that the pianist-
composer playing the national anthem was

e e
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not just the mayor’s brother, but the mayor’s
openly gay brother, Robert Avalon.

Efficiencies’ Buzz

The mayer’s new staff is scurrying around
City Hall trying to get settled in with one
hand and working frantically with the other
hand to find Budget Efficiencies—the new
buzzwaords.

I was waiting to get a new ID badge, and
one of the bright young stars of the White
team wanted to talk about how to reduce
maintenance and securitv costs in a
particular department. Perhaps his frenetic
pace is synchronized with the budget clock
ticking in his ears. Houston may have a new
mayor and unseasonable weather, but
budget season begins each January.

The mayvor’s staff works closely with
department heads and the financial staff to
piece together a balanced budget that will
be presented to council in May. On a parallel
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track, the public gets its turn in late January
and February at annual budget/CIP (Capital
Improvement Program) hearings. Council
members also have some input in the early
stages through their budget priorities sub-
mitted in March or April. By July 1, Council
must pass an FY05 budget as the new fiscal
year begins.

The search for efficiencies 15 already
intense as a huge budget crisis looms for
FY05. We hope the recent minor upturn in
the economy continues, because the city
faces dramatic increases in the expense
column, notably a $50 millien contractual
raise for police and a $20-$30 million jump
in health insurance costs (the ecity is still
negotiating), as well as pension fund
underfunding.

New Perspective at the Council Table

The mood was extremely cordial during the
first full-length couneil meeting. This was
also my first meeting as controller, who is
invited to attend the first council meeting
of the month to present the state of the city's
finances. The current budget gap is down
to about $8 million because of spending cuts
by the Brown administration. If sales taxes
continue to inch up, this shortfall is easily
manageable.

Mayor White's calm, thoughtful style
set the tone for the meeting. He talked softly
and offered to share the big stick with
council, often going out of his way to
acknowledge the important role of council
and ask for input.

When he spoke, he made it count. At one
point, the mayor was asked a logistical
question for which he didn't immediately
know the answer. He just paused for 20-30
seconds, without embarrassment, to think.

Important initiatives were announced

» Contractor scorecard. Mayor White
wants to make sure city contractors don't

just perform work for the best price. He

wants them rated on four criteria: bang
for the buck, community inveolvement,
commitment to diversity, and local
employees.

» Cost effectiveness. The mayor also
would like to formalize criteria for cost
effectiveness, an idea that has been
discussed by several council members.
Presumably, these criteria would be applied
to current and proposed programs.

s Interdepartmental task force on
LARA (Land Assem-
blage Redevelopment
Authority) and related
public nuisance is-

Annise Parker s city con

troller. To receive her news-
letter, send an email to
controllers@eitvofhoustorn. net.

sues. LARA will sell abandoned property

to CDCs (community development corpora-
tions) and developers at below-market
prices to promote construction of low- and
moderate-income housing.

At the end of the meeting, agenda
director Marty Stein, who sits next to the
mayor, summed up my feelings when she
told the mayor, “Excellent job.”

2004 is off to a great start. I
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GenerationQut
by HA.T.C.H. Writers

TOO MUCH HATE

Our own problems impede our progress as people

This months HA.T.C.H. eolumn deals with
the hatred the writers see all around them
and experience up close and personal.

Amy, 16"
geism. You usually think of it in the
form of younger generations excluding
seniors from their social groups, from “their”
bars, from mainstream culture. However,
the road runs both directions. Ageism
against gay youth is rampant. Older
generations think we don't care, think we've
grown up in an era of Will & Grace and
Queer as Folk, so we must not have the same
problems they had. They think we have no
pride and no place in the community, vet
wonder why we don't want to take a more
active part in it. As long as
this is accepted, the schisms
between the generations will

widen. Older generations think we don’t

Everyone is guilty. You've
all had times when you saw a
teenager and thought what
they were trying to tell you
wasn't your concern. You've
all talked to seniors like
they're beyond understanding
your world. Or maybe you just
avoid both. Almost without
exception, all gay haunts are
reserved for those in their 20s
and 30s, Even in the few where
we are accepted, such as gay-
friendly bookstores and eafes, patrons and
staff can often treat those from other
generations with mild disdain and bias.

We've all grown up in different times,
but we're still the same. The problem is
simple, the solution is simple, but solving it
18 elusive and slippery. We have to open lines
of communication. We have to learn from
each other, but mostly we have to give a
damn. Don't let this stagnate. We have
everything to gain from each other.

Peter, 16*
Internalized Homophobia. Homophobia

is bad enough, right? Why the hell do we
absorb all of the horrible things other people
say and direct it inwards? Because that's
what we've been taught. The social and
political climate ir not too different from

28 FEBRUARY 2004 QutSmart

that of earlier generations: It's wrong, im-
moral, abnormal, and anti-Christian (anti-

religion really) to be gay. We soak this stuff

up because if we hear it we start to believe
it, and if we believe it, maybe, just maybe
we'll have the power to change, to be better,
to be . . . heterosexual.

You hate yourself so much you would
deny who you are to everyone, especially

yourself. Well, honey, you can't deny vourself

your whole life. Maybe you'll get married
and live in a lovely home with all those little
rascals running around. Well, that's cute
and all, but your marriage is a lie and your
house is a [te, and your children are all lies.
But having a lie of a life must be better than
being gay, right? But I'm getting away from

myself . . . the cause of all of the lies is
homophobia you turn on yourself. You can't
come out of the closet, because you see
nothing positive about being gay.
Mainstream straight America has filled
your impressionable little head with so
much shit about how horrible gays are, and
everyone, to different extents, has bought
into it. Everyone has internalized homo-
phobia issues. It's all a matter of you con-
fronting them face-to-face.

Taylor, 15°
SExism. [ know how to change a tire. I'm
more comfortable in pants and keep my
hair short. 1 enjoy sports and keep up a
tough attitude. Most likely you assume I'm
a lesbian. After all, this is a gay magazine,
so I have to either be a gay man or a gay

woman, and we all consider the stereotypes
that we hold about each other. Who's to say
that a gay man can't still have all the same
interests as a straight man? They are the
same gender—why should their sexuality
mean that one is held to different standards
than the other?

We talk about how horrible it is that
women are expected to fill a certain gender
role and that they should be able to do
anything a man can, and yet we still have
gender expectations in our own community.
,\ll_"'l are ‘w'll].l'pU:f'l’!I Lo IH' t'ﬂll'r!'lzlii:l[l" ﬂnfi
fashion-conscious, while women are
expected to assume the position of a typical
man who wears baggy clothes and can fix
any car, If a lesbian is more comfortable in
makeup and a skirt, she had
better be ready to play the
part of the vulnerable woman.
Buteh women date femme
women, and butch men can

care, think we've grown up in an ~ ooly dete femme men
era of Will & Grace and Queer as
Folk, so we must not have the
same problems they had.

Everyone plays one role or the
other. We have separated
ourselves even within our
own family. We have separate
clubs to go to and different
lifestyles that we are com-
pelled to uphold. Sexism has
become a major issue in our
community. We should work
to accept all of our indi-
viduality. The first step in
destroying gay stereotypes should be to let
go of the ones we hold for each other.
Sexism. Internalized homophobia.
Ageism. Hate. All forms of hate. If you're
against one, you shouldn't practice another.
The community gets enough hate geared
toward it. We shouldn’t point the gun at
ourselves. If we want to be accepted, we
must first embrace all aspects of our family.
Cut the bullshit. Stop making excuses for
vour hate,
Some of the writers involved with HA.T.C.H.
now contribute a regular column to OutSmart.

The phone number for the Houston Area Teen
Coalition of Homosexuals is 713 [529-3590

* Because of the age of the writers and the need
many have for confidentiality, OutSmart will
identify most HAT.C.H. contributors by first
names only.
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e launched OutSmart in 1994 with gay-
couple-of-the-moment Rod and Bob
Jackson-Paris. They didn’t last. We did.
%, Straight From Over the next decade, we featured famous GLBT e ey OutvSmad
Tj'i_'"_'_‘l:f faces (Melissa Etheridge, Chastity Bono, Harvey
e Fierstein), favorite celebrities, intriguing locals,
and issues that confront the community (hate

crimes, gays, and religion). We don’t know what
the next 10 years of covers will bring, but we hope
you will keep checking us out.
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You can own a home

in the heart of River Oaks
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HEALTH

no money down!”

al 2 '
/W y 3231 Allen Parkway
Reata at River Oaks 7138079444

A Condominium = ] Bedrooms from the $100’s
2 Bedrooms from the $160's

+ Spacious one &

- ;ngqr Faerstein
two bedroom homes

forie Broadway
1/'in a Divine Role

* Hardwood floors
* Granite countertops

* Ceramic tile floors in the
kitchen & bath

Sparkling swimming pool
+ Fitness center
Multi-level parking garage

Seplember 2002

L]

SEEDS On-site Sales Center open:
Mon. - Fri. 10am - 6pm
Sat. 10am - 5pm
Sun. 12pm - 5pm

Evenings by appointment
713-807-9444
www.ReataAtRiverOaks.com

o e

Celebrate 10 Years of OutSmart
Join the OutSmart staff on Wednesday, February 18,
for the magazine's 10th anniversary party at Meteor
(2306 Genesee), 5-8:30 p.m. Help us blow out the

K KARPAS l
candles on our birthday cake, and sign up for great AP R OPERTIES

door prizes and special promotions to be awarded % E Wﬂmm

throughout the evening. Call 713/5620-7237 to RSVP,

* Plus me’s-. Lty HOWA fees paid by seller. NMust meet eredit requirements. Chwner-
occupled purchates only. Based on a 80/20 frest only loan. For limited time anly,
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A couple of friends talk about
OutSmart magazine’s beginnings and

the first 10 years

by Steven Foster * Photos by Tim Brookover

M
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e

Steven Foster, longtime contributor to the
magazine, sat down with his friend Greg
Jew, magazine founder and publisher, to
chat about a decade of OutSmart. Listen in.

Steven Foster: You know, you are the worst
interviewee on the planet.

Greg Jeu: I know, I know. You'd think that
after doing this for almost 20 years that I'd
be better at this. Sorry, I guess that's going
to be your problem today, buddy [laughs].

Before we start walking through some
issues, let's talk about how OutSmart got
started.

Well, we were still publishing our holistic
magazines Uptown KExpress and
Health&Spirit [1985-1999] at the time. And
we had . ..
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Now when you say “we,” you mean the
people you were working with at the time,
but it was really you, right?

I'm the publisher, but it always has been
“we” no matter who was working at the
magazine, [t really does take an entire team
to put the magazine out each month.

Oh,lgotit,goon...

Before we started OutSmart,
community had only the typical bar-oriented
magazines and the weekly tabloids. They
didn't seem to be a great representation of
the diversity of the community. With all the
sex and bar ads, they just continued to feed
the same stereotype of our community, They
certainly didn't show the full dimension of
gay people. We felt there was so much more
to our community that wasn't being

oar

addressed or even being acknowledged. And
we really wanted to help empower the
community to know our place in the world

. you know, all the components that make
us healthy gay individuals.

This was 10 years ago. Companies weren't
exactly dying to talk to the gay market.
Right. But one of the biggest decisions we
made in the very beginning was to not
accept any sex-oriented advertising. And
back then, for free pubs, it was their source
of revenue, their bread and butter.

Starting out in our first issue we had just
a handful of advertisers. We had some very
lean years. Today, we have over 200 regular
advertisers who support us and the
community in OutSmart.

Luckily, we discovered a lot of gay-owned

and gay-friendly businesses that wanted to
be visible and part of our community, and
thev also didn't want to be associated with
all the sexually explicit advertizing.

So we decided early on that we wanted
to build the magazine with both gay-owned
and gay-friendly advertisers who valued our
community, And we really wanted to he
partners with them, to help our businesses
grow together.

It just seemed a bit more comfort-
ing to know that the merchants you
were supporting, at the very least,
preciated your business and that the money

ap-

you gave them wouldn’t be given to some
religious-right organization to be used
against you.

At any rate, you had some great ideas on
how to build the magazine.

e O

= e
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Alot of them developed in the early planning
days, after I told my friends that [ wanted
to start up a gay magazine. They literally
helped ereate the vision for it.

I'd ask them
processing with me. “Pretend for a moment

to do some creative

that you just picked up a new gay
publication that really spoke Lo vou and vou
were jazzed about what yvou read in it. What
are you seeing? What are yvou reading?” We
got some terrific ideas. Sometimes there was
g0 much creative energy floating in the room
that I swear vou could see it.

Most of the people that I talked to were
friends who knew the history of where I
came from. I even talked to my parents
about it. Everyone knew my feelings about
the injustice toward gay relationships and
how I got shafted.

After we got off the ground, people
started calling us and gave us some great
story suggestions—people they considered
their role models, issues that we should
address, and stories they thought we should
cover. It was a very creative time for us.

This was right after your partner Jloey
Cundiff died.

Everyvone knew the toll Joey’s death took on
me. [ told them why [the magazine| was
necessary. I felt our community wasn't being
educated about important issues they
needed to know. And I wanted to help people
avoid the same bad experience I had gone
through—Ilosing your partner and then your
home and assets just because you didn't
know about the legal documents that could
protect the people you love and care about
It was a nightmare, but looking back, it

came down to the office and we sat for hours
stuffing them into the magazine.

This is fascinating, talking about this now.
I mean, we still have a way to go, of course,
but 10 years ago, well... face it, who would
have thought the sodomy law would have
been overturned because of two men from
Texas? Come on. It was a fantasy 10 years
ago.

Exactly. I think many of the changes began
with the March on Washington in 1992.

I remember. You and Nancy Ford were in
Newsweek.

We were good buddies and she was very
involved in the gay community. Nancy
and I went to the March in Washington
in ‘92, It was an incredibly healing experi-
ence. We were marching with thousands of

o coMéaut satelfiant |
,Hq_pafu iy find the powerof

really was a major catalyst and the fuel to
start this publication.

Back then, the religious right was so
powerful. They were such a driving force.
And they were teaching so much hate and
misinformation about our community.

I remember telling my parents what |
wanted to do, and they were unbelievably
supportive. Growing up as first-generation
Asian Americans, they had experienced
racial discrimination, and then they
witnessed gay diserimination being
directed at their son. My family has been
such a big part of OwtSmart even from the
start. They've done some incredible things
to help out.

[ remember one time the printer forgot
to do inserts in the paper, and my family

it'own voices,' Gteg Jew ()

other people. After being discriminated
against, after having my relationship
disrespected because | was gay, marching
with thousands of people helped to re-
energize my soul, and it kind of brought
things back in perspective.

When we came back, we were hyped
and felt so empowered to do something.
The only way our community was going
to have a voice was to come out and be
counted. We wanted to help people with
the process. So we named the magazine
OutSmart because we felt people needed
to know how to come out safely and to be
smart and educated about our rights . . .
and hopefully find the power of their own
voices. We all needed to know our political
power and the clout that our collective voice
could create, —+
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Steven Foster: How was the first cover [of
then-gay poster boys Rod and Bob
Jackson-Paris) decided?

Greg Jeu: If | remember correctly, I believe
they came out with their book [Straight from
the Heart: A Love Story]. And these guys
were going to be at Crossroads Market.
People stood in line because it was one of
the first gay love stories.

And, sorry, | think you needed something
really accessible on the first cover.

Sure. But back then we also did a gay pride
issue in f,-'_u.'r).u'u EJ'{JF‘,’.‘}-\' [June 19931, and
we got thrown out of the public library
system. Who would have ever guessed that
today there would be a major TV show
where gay guys are the stars for making
over a straight guy? A lot of things have
changed in 10 years.

| think it's funny that in your first issue
you featured these two cover-friendly
guys, and in your second issue [conser-
vative columnist] Dale Carpenter makes
his debut.

[Laughs] 1 remember somebody called and
gaid they hated him. “He's a gay Repub-
lican!”™ I had never even heard of a gay
Republican, [ know this sounds stupid, but
it just seemed incomprehensible to me. | just
couldn’t imagine gay people being part of
that political party. And then everybody
thought I was a Log Cabin Republican
because we published his articles. I think
Dale is an excellent writer, but me, a Log
Cabin Republican? No.

So you've put things in the magazine that
weren't your bag.

Oh, absolutely. We were reaching out to the
community, and we were fortunate because
we had a lot of people who approached us
wanting to write pieces for the magazine.
We've published some really great
interviews and features about health,
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spirituality, politics, and other issues that
directly addressed the unique needs of our
community, and our stories have won
awards from both the gay and mainstream
press associations. But sometimes I won-
dered what the hell we were doing. | mean
how do you print a gay pub that’s
mainstream without being cliché about it
or flat and dead?

(llulv;\'nmr[

You say you didn't know what you were
doing, but here you have Melissa
Etheridge on the cover. You were obviously
doing something right.

Yeah, Nancy did that. Great piece. And we
had many continuing series. Bill Seott, who
helped start the Montrose Counseling
Center, wrote a great article about how gay
people develop—that when we come out, we
have a second adolescent period. That piece
was really honest about both emotional
issues and sexual activity.

.. Here's the ice cream ad
[holds up an innocuous image of a multi-
scoop cone|.

Speaking of

What's the ice cream ad?

Fiesta got a complaint that the ice cream
cone in their ad looked like a big penis and
that it was pornographic, The complaint was
more about their company advertising in a
gay publication. Unfortunately, I don’t think
they stepped up to the plate to defend their
position. And it must have been at a time
that diversity training was not an issue for
them. The gay press has always been more

serutinized than the mainstream press.

Then you get to The Sex Issue [both laugh].
God, that was controversy.

You know, I went back and re-read that
piece, and I remember how much con-
troversy was stirred up by it. Maybe it was
ahead of its time to speak so frankly, but I
thought it was a story that needed to be told.
This particular issue covered a variety of
topics that all had to do with healthy sex-

it et
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uality, We discussed sexual addictions. We
featured a guy named Tom Steele. He was
a guy who had led a tough life. He came from
a broken home, his two brothers were in
prison, and, by the way, he was also an adult
film star.

There was nothing vulgar about our
cover photo, and there was nothing vulgar
between the pages; however, we were kicked
out of Walgreens and Kroger for a few
months,

We were thrilled to have Chastity on our
cover. At the time, she was the National

GLADD [Gay and Lesbian Alliance
Against Defamation] spokesperson. Blase
[DiStefano] interviewed Chastity, and we
were excited about her coming to speak at
the LiB [Leshians in Business] meeting, but
Blase wasn't allowed in because he was a
guy. A lot of women were really upset,
because they felt, as we did, that this event
should have been open to the entire
community. [ remember Lea [Bogle, Premier
Paging & Wireless owner] being upset, as a
lesbian in the community, that the
organization would treat him that way. She
saw it as reverse discrimination.

Fortunately, I think our community has
improved, and the “all-male” and “all-
female” events that specifically exclude
people based upon their gender have pretty
much disappeared. I think that's a great
sign of our community progress.

This is one of my favorites, since spirituality
has always been a big part of my life. This
issue was a way to bring our community and
spirituality together in a very special way.
It was a way to show that some churches
are open and loving and how they embrace
both gays and lesbians instead of trying to
diminish and destroy us.

(Qui- mart

This was the year the interior of the
magazine had spot color-kinda stepping
things up. It was also the year that you
started winning awards=National Gay
lournalism Association, the Vice Versa.
This was important. It was our first Gayest
& Greatest Readers’ Choice Awards. It is
such a great cover.

And an exhausting concept to keep going
year after year.

Yes, but it's worth it. It has been very
rewarding to give our readers the chance to
compliment the people they admire and the
businesses they support. And for a lot of
businesses, Gayest & Greatest has become
a coveted title that they're proud to have
received.

I've always liked how OutSmart covered
both global community issues and more
local ones. National celebs and hometown
heroes.

The Milestones issue was really cool. It was
a timeline of Houston gay history, when our
community organizations got started. It
covered 30 years of our city's gay history
starting from 1953 all the way to the year
1999,

VutvSinart

This is when Bering [Memorial United
Methodist Church] was going to be kicked
out of the denomination if they affirmed gay
marriages. It was great to document the
time when a church realized the hypocrisy,
the injustice of that. And they took a stand.
[Bering decided to ban all wedding
ceremonies in response to the Methodist
church ruling that prohibits ministers from
performing same-gender unions.|

Here's the big one.

Yeah, April 2000 is when we switched from
newsprint to slick gloss magazine stock.
We'd been trying for so long. I was proud
because we had a professional and polished
look. In newsprint, pictures just don't pop
out that well. In slick, everything looks
polished. Being on slick improves
everything—the way you're marketed, even
the publie’s perception of you. It was a great
time, because it transformed us from just a
normal freebie magazine into a more high-
caliber publication. It brought our product

up to a higher standard. We were able to do
a lot more graphically, and we were no
longer limited by newsprint.

By this time, OutSmart had won the
nation’s best gay and lesbian local
magazine award for the second year in
a row.

Yes, and 1t was quite an honor again. The
press awards took place at a gay and lesbian
journalist summit during the 2000 March
[on Washington]. For me, it was the first
time that I had really had a chance to
connect with other gay publishers. It really
helped me to know that we were all facing
the same issues together.

At the awards eeremony, when they
announced OutSmart as the winner, it
caught me off guard. Jim [Hurst, associate
publisher] and I were speechless and just
so proud of this honor. We had taken a bunch
of our coworkers to the march, and I just
remember walking back to the table where
we were sitting and everyone had tears
flowing down their cheeks.

YVisions of Peace

*Be The chifgr rou wish 15 e e aviter o
el ety e

This Shepard/Ghandi issue is one of my
favorite issues and one of the more powerful
pieces that we've published. Alan Davidson
interviewed Arun Gandhi, Mahatma

Gandhi’s grandson, on how to use truth to
overcome violence and answer love with
hate. We also had an interview by John
Aston, who talked with Judy Shepard,
Matthew Shepard’s mom, on what it would
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take for the world to be a different and
safer place.

Just what Matthew Shepard’s father
said to his killers gives me chills to think
about it. [In a dramatic end to the 1999 case,
convicted murderer Aaron McKinney
accepted a deal for two life sentences—
avoiding the death penalty—brokered at the
request of Matthew Shepard’s parents, Judy
and Dennis Shepard. “Mr. McKinney, I give
you life in the memory of one who no longer
lives,” Dennis Shepard told his son's
murderer in court. “. . . [ would like nothing
better than to see you die, Mr. MeKinney.
However, this is the time to begin the
healing process. To show mercy to someone
who refused to show any mercy. . . . Mr.
McKinney, I'm going to grant you life, as

hard as it is for me to do so, because of

Matthew.”]

We're up to the month when the cover line
changed to include bisexuals and trans-
genders. And | remember that conver-
sation happening when I first met you.

Well, Lilly Roddy [astrology contributor and

transgender activist] had been part of

Uptown Health&Spirit for years and then
started writing for OutSmart, which was
perfect for where we were. We did it because
it was important to Lilly and the
transgender community.

Talk to me about that.

At the time, my concept of community was
that we were all part of the same commu-
nity. However, we discussed it at the office,
and we went round and round about it.

That bisexual and transgender people
were already included as part of “gay and
lesbian"?

Yes. We just didn't put a label on it. I didn’t
see “them” as separate from “us.” I always
assumed gays, lesbians, bisexuals, and
transgenders were all part of the “gay
community.”
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So what changed you?

I think [then—editor] Ann Sieber’s
sensitivity to the transgender community
helped us understand that the transgender
community felt left out. If was important
that evervone in the community felt like
they were included.

And then "02.

We went back to newsprint. After 911, we
almost bit the dust on the printing.
Advertisers didn’'t know what they were
going to do. No one knew what they were
going to do.

It was hard stepping back to the old
n[-w;-:pr'i|]1-.-'tlx'||;= paper after having felt like
we stepped up with the full-glossy maga-
zine, That was really difficult for us. I re-
member getting a very kind note from Susie
Works. I had met her years ago when she
used to place ads for Theatre Under The
Stars. She said that she really respected the
content we were pr'l':d!lu'in;:in OutSmart and

that it didnt matter really what kind of

paper we were printed on. That I shouldn't
worry about it. She really helped take the
sting out of what seemed like a tough
business decision. But still it mattered to
me. I Ii]"lt‘\'\' we }'IJ!('I 1o ll[] ‘Ili.‘i to HUT‘\.'i\'(‘. R

And so we did.

June 2002

Oh! This Pride issue. This is the one with
the Tony Curtis interview!

You know, people had tried to find out if he'd
hopped the fence for vears and, go figure,
Blase basically gets him to admit it. Even
the tableoids picked it up. That was pretty
fun. [Curtis later backed off his statements
to OutSmart in interviews with other
publications, including Vanity Fair.]

s Lzwhy Slar® ity Rushiy s Asdrabgy Farceant

This was Tim's |Brookover, QutSmart’s
current editor] initiation in starting an
annual tradition of featuring people in our
community whose names you might not
recognize. It has been a great hit, and we
just finished our second People to Watch
issue. This has been one of many of his
innovative ideas.

Now, this is one of our best covers,
Extremely powerful! It was hell for us to do
this story. Josef Molnar, who wrote the
feature, traveled to Washington, D.C., to
attend the hearing before the Supreme
Court. We knew this event was history in
the making, and we knew we had to be there
in person to cover it.

And this is the month you went back to
slick, too.

Yes, it was a big step to return to slick paper
so quickly after 9/11, but we felt doing that
was important for the magazine, and we
were fortunately in a better financial place
at the time that made the move possible.

Here are two humble people [Lawrence v.
Texas petitioners John Lawrence and Tyron

Garner] who were not seeking publicity and
ended up as symbols for equality. 1 think
God used them for a larger purpose. Look
what it did for the entire nation, especially
when you realize what they were up against,
when you realize they could have pled guilty
and faded into the background. They're
heroes.

The simplicity of that truth . . . it's
revelatory.
Yes, absolutely. They took the high road.

Don't you think you've done that with the
magazine-taken the high road?

I ean't say for sure, but I hope [ have. Look,
I think we're all given opportunities to do
great things, and sometimes we recognize
them, sometimes we don't. I know from
experience that when we feel empowered
and inspired, our path sure does seem more
illuminated and clearly defined. It's a lot
easier to be pro-active and take action with
your life when you have healthy self-esteem
and a sense of pride in yourself, whether
you're gay or straight.

Read an expanded version of this interview at
wow.outsmartmagazine com.

Steven Foster began contribufing to OutSmart
magazine with the third issue. He appeared on
the cover of the November 2001 issue as the
subject of “Sleeping with the Anime” and was
part of the tnaugural “People to Watch” class
in the January 2003 issue.

Celebrate 10 Years of OutSmart
Join the OutSmart staff on Wednesday,
February 18, for the magazine's 10th
anniversary party at Meteor (2306
Genesee), 5-8:30 p.m. Help us blow out
the candles on our birthday cake, and
sign up for great door prizes and special
promotions to be awarded throughout
the evening. Call 713/520-7237 to RSVE
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GET OUTSMART!

We have a special offer for
friends and supporters of OutSmart.

Subscribe to a year of OutSmart, Houston's gay, lesbian, bi, and trans
magazine, for only $23 ($40 for two years), plus receive a free gift and
help your community!

In 2004, OutSmart celebrates its 10th anniversary year. We couldn't
have reached a decade of success without great reader support.

We have some especially exciting plans for the year ahead and want
you to be part of our continued growth.

With your paid subscription, you get even MORE!

* As a thank you, we will reserve your
copy of our special limited edition
10-year anniversary book
The Best of OutSmart Interviews 1994-2004

W!M

* Your subscription will benefit the GLBT
community. For each subscription, we
will make a $3 donation te your choice of
five nonprofits or to a GLBT charity of your choice:

[ Houston GLBT Community Center 0 Houston Buyers Club 01 Lesbian Health Initiative

1 Montrose Clinic 0 Colt 45's AIDS Trouble Fund

O Your choice of GLBT 501 (¢)(3) nonprofit group

And remember: An OuiSmart subscription makes a terrific gift that keeps
giving all year long. With your order, we will send an acknowledgement card
to the recipient. Call today! This special offer expires March 31, 2003.

BILL TO: GIFT SUBSCRIPTION
First Name Looking for o great holiday gift idea? Give an OutSmart
Lost Name P ] subscription. t's o gift that keeps coming every month!
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Fax your orders fo 713.522.3275. Order over the phone by calling 713.520.7237 ex. 10.
Online orders can be placed at: www.outsmartmagazine.com/subscribe
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We invite the members
of the GLBT community
and Chamber to our

— & ‘ GRAND OPENING,

— February 21st, 2004,
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At Countrywide Home Loans,
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process so you can close faster
and easier than you ever
thought possible, In fact, we
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. ome people have a certain gquality  in, and there happened to be two of my good friends whom I hadn't
about them. After you've gpent time  seen in about six months—including a woman who had a five-piece
with them, you feel warm. Peaceful. collection of my work—talking to this woman they had just met.

There's something about their voice or They said, ‘Oh, this is the artist we were talking about.” We just

presence that sopthes you. You connected. It was instantaneous.”

Gentile still benefits from what she deseribed as "menstrual
wisdom” 10 years ago. “I really believe at that one certain time

of the month, my creativity is so heightened, so intense, that

leave feeling that your

[
'll

soul has been

comforted.
.Ar 15t Missy Gentile 1s one of those [ can’t keep up with it. I feel like my creativity comes out of
yeople. She exudes an inner tranguil- every pore of my body.” Sometimes in her premenstrual
peoy | b : A

state she can turn out as many as seven paintings a day.

ity. 1 recently caught up with Gentile
(pronounced Gen-tilly) to learn what has
transpired in her life since she spoke with
OutSmart 10 years ago

“I love it when it happens,” she says.
Another source of intense inspiration came with di-

saster. Just azs many were strongly affected by the 9/11
Gentile’'s Studio Sophie is full of paint-

painting nonstop for 24 hours after the attacks. She

ings, photographs, images, and phrases

painted on the walls. One wall is hidden by created two works, The American Face and America

Cries, “1 started on the 12th of September. I didn't
mean to paint it. | had a big canvas stretched up
on the wall and this just came out. I don’t remem-

ber sleeping. [ don't remember eating. I just

paintings, all different shades of blue, includ-
ing a large canvas textured in cobalt. The rich
saturated color, a mix of inks and oil paint, is

ethereal and engaging. Gentile made these paint-

ings for a color-themed group show, which opens painted." The American Face appeared in

March 13 at Sippora, the midtown gallery. Though the March 2002 issue of the international

£
the blue canvases are beautiful, to say the least, magazine Art Business News.
Gentile's color of choice is red. She loves its energy and What lies in Gentile’s future? Down the
inherent passion. line, she plans to move, probably somewhere
else in Texas, while possibly keeping her stu-

dio here. She would like to see her work in the

In her 1994 interview, Gentile said she wanted to
paint full time within five years. Ten years later, she
is almost there. To subsidize her artistic work, she Menil Collection some day. “Or the Museum of
teaches art to elementary school kids. “That helps me Fine Arts or Contemporary Arts Museum. I want

with my own painting, being around children,” Gen- to keep on moving. I don't want to ever get stuck.”

=3

tile said. “They're so unbridled and innocent in their

Eric Dieckman interviewed Juan Garza, M. D)., for
“People to Watch 2004" in the January issue.

work.” Taking a cue from their energy, Gentile paints
from her moods, especially with her larger abstract
paintings.

Ten yvears ago, Gentile recalled her first exhibi- | Ysuch: ;éﬁn?“a works on'a pﬁil‘llil-‘lg fora
tion, a 1993 group show at the now-shuttered Unigue Bou- byt &t Sippbra Gallery next month. Her
tique and Gallery. These days, almost all of her shows are solo. Ina 0 ng cards (left) are available at Sippore.
month or two, Gentile plans to have a show in College Station
(“That’s a place that's just waiting to explode [culturally]”) at a
bookstore named Mighty Literaty. She has a line of greeting cards
available locally at Sippora (10 percent of sales benefit the Pink
Ribbons Project breast-cancer charity in memory of her mother),
Gentile has fondest memories of a show at the Westheimer La
Strada in February 2002 before it burned. “I started with 13 paint-
ings, all figurative abstract. Huge pieces. I sold the whole show out
in two months. I was bringing in other pieces because people wanted
to take them off the wall.” Gentile has done a good deal of commis-
sion work, including a 1||1'|_'1'-1}'.i|l'||_=] mural ghe completed in 2002 for
Halfl Price Books in the Village.

Over the decade, some things have remained the same for Gen-
tile, and some have, of course, changed. Her studio iz named after
her eat, which has been around since her 1994 interview. Sophie
(in turn named for Sophia Loren) is now kt)[n eompany |=_\' {:‘.1,'4pp'gin,
an exceptionally friendly Cornish shert-hair cat that knows no
strangers. Gentile now has a different partner. “She’s the most sup-
portive and loving partner. She believes in me as an artist, as a
woman, and as a person. I see her as my life partner. | believe she's
my soul mate.” This time around, Gentile 1s sure she has found the
right person, explaining their introduction as miraculous happen-
stance. “l went to Chances to play pool. Believe it or not, it helps
me with my painting sometimes, because it's so precige. I walked
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disasters, Gentile, a New York native, found herself

Shicde e Yoo St. Gl at
Uade € 205t i the Maights
2100 Ul Strvet
713-880-1008
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TYLER “FLASH” FLOOD

Attorney at Low

e,

Cards & Gifts For All QOccasions.

Incredibly Fragrant Candles.

Badass T-Shirts.

= Art Deco
* Arts & Crafts

Sunday:
713-863+19886

Mid»Century Pavilion

2215 Washington Avenue
Houston, TX 77007

» Mid-Century Modern

Furniture Lighting
Paintings * Sculpture

Now Open Sundays!

Hours; Tuesday through Saturday: MNoon to 7pm

Buy = Sell « Consign
Dealer space available

A collection of dealers

Noon to 4pm
email: info@mid-centurypavilion.com
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- A rare Houston showing of work by
a great gay artist opens downtown

collection of drawings by Paul Cadmus
{1904-1999) remains on view through
March 4 at the O'Kane Gallery at the
University of Houston-Downtown.
Cadmus' companion of 35 years,
Jon Anderson, modeled for many
of the 15 crayon drawings, which
the artist created late in life.

Cadmus caused a sensation in
1934, when the Secretary of the
Navy ordered his painting The
Fleet's In pulled from an
exhibition at the Corcoran in
Washington, D.C, The cheeky,
brilliantly colored depiction of
sailors on leave and hooking
up—most with women, but one
with another man—proved too
much for the government.

The debut of the painting
“exploded like a bomb in a
comedic opera,” wrote
Cadmus’ friend and art
scholar Philip Eliasoph,
who will speak at the
university on February 11.

The drawings exhibition,
organized by O'Kane Gallery,
focuses on the artist’s '
interest in the male form
and physical gesture, 3
Rarely seen in Houston,
Cadmus’ work is an integral
part of American cultural & =




Robert W Looking for
Snellgrove M. Right

wdd workshop for single gay men.

Counselor « Psychotherapist

Saturday, March 27, 2004

robertsnellgrove.com

This fun and informative, one day workshop will help you learn new and
effective ways of achieving, improving, and developing successful long term
relationships with such topics os:

® What Relationships ® Ways to Choose ¢ What o Avaid. Call

are About. Your Relofionships. o HowtoFindthe  713.522.7014
* The Key Ingredients ® What You're Right Personand  to reserve

of o Successful Looking for in o Learn More About your seat!

Long-Term Relationship. Yourself.

Relationship. $140 per person

Clockwise from top: Reclining Nude Z4,
1991; Male Nude NM179A, c. 1983-84; Male
Nude NM151, 1979; Seated Nude on Ledges
J837, n.d. Works are from the Cadmus estate
(handled by DCMoore Gallery, New York),
the collection of Jon Anderson, and other
private collections.

Reduced 849,000
3,942 sq. ft. recent construction

OPEN HOUSE - SUNDAYS
IN FEBRUARY
1:00 - 4:00PM

masione entry & balconses,
g firaplace

18 0 i
granite surfaces, carpated curved staircase and ¢as

d i your formal dinng

Entiertzin in your opan floor plan ¥ >
ng roo n-and butler's pantry

living roomicen o ing room

+ Enjoy the serenity.of a private entry drive with River Oaks 24 nour securiy

415 Westheimer - Houston, TX 77006

frid.082 7.0609

Shown by appointment only......... George N. Polydoros, surerzgei
POLYDOROS & ASSOCIATES  713-528-7770 (office)
713-240-0252 (cell)

Real Estate gnp@pdg.net
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el y quality publication & THE MEDICAL CENTER
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1717 St. James Place, Ste 360 - Houston, TX 77056

ADVERTISERS

Have your business stand OUT and get attention!

OutSmart's 3-D Holographic issue is coming in April!
Your ad will jump out of the magazine and reach 60,000 readers.
Call OutSmart at 713.520.7237 for all the details. Hurry! Deadline is March 12th.
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nce a year, I go
Goth, I dress in
black, avoid sun-
light, and listen
to haunting, de-
pressive music. 1

tell others all about the benefits of
falling into the loving embrace of

the sweet, sweet arms of Death. I
stare into the mirror at the ebony
circles beneath my eyes and wonder
what I would have to do to get my
lips the same color.

A psychologist once told me [

had cyelical depression. “A lot of

people get depressed during the
winter months,” she assured me,
waving away the smoke from my
clove cigarette. “It's called Seasonal
Affective Disorder. It’s perfectly
natural, and easily treatable.”
Wrapped up as I was in my own
misery, | couldn’t muster the
strength to explain to her that it
wasn't cyclical, or hormonal, o
even chemically induced. It was
Valentine’s Day.

I hate Valentine's Day. I get
gueasy at the sight of red-and-pink
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Destest Valentine’s Day?
Celebrate something else— |

from Oscar Wilde to animal sacrifice.
by Thomas Blanton

L

Wessy T NS

b AR
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g

|

-

s

s -

r
decorations choking the life out nf%

greeting-card stores. Those Iittltel
candy hearts that taste like side-
walk chalk give me indigestion.
And I can't watech romantic com- |
edies during February even if'%
they're gay-themed and fe nlmvl
straight actors making out wnth'l
one another.

“But, Thomas,” I hear you all l
saying, glancing up from your
heart-shaped boxes of chocolate
and stulfed toys stitched wil.hf-
squishy affirmations like [ Wuvl
You Beary Much. “You're in a long-
term monogamous relationship
with a great guy. Why would you,
of all people, harbor ill will toward
a holiday that celebrates love and
romance?”

Well, first of all, Jack and I let
each other know how much we love
each other all the time. I put his®
term papers into MLA style, out of
support for his recent return tof
college. Jack buys me assorted
textured vegetable protein altern-|
atives, like Soyrizo and Tofurkey,
so I can stay vegetarian while —»

B = u'-hll.m

For Auto,
Home &
Health

Schmerler Insurance Agemy

6575 W, Loop South Ste. 185 Bellaire, TX 77401 « SchmerlerAgency.com

ﬂ‘i Face to Face Relationship Institute

Jf_

Individual €

Parent Child
Same Gender Adoptions
‘rc:ufh /Teen Gender Issues

Jacqueline L. Falls, M. ED., LPC

2626 South Loop West, Suite 650-Z

Houston, Texas 77054

Office: (713) 667-4977

Fax: (713) 667-4942

E.A.P Provider JacquelineFlls@aol.com

FABULOUS
Sunday Brunch

BOTTOMLESS

Mimosas

LAURIER CAFE & WINE

3139 Richmond Avenue * Houston Texas 77098
Phone: 713.807.1632

Sunday Brunch
Il to 2:30

Lunch
Tuesday through Friday

Dinner
Tuesday through Sunday

www.lauriercafe.com




JP Morgan Chase
is honored to receive
3 awards from
OutSmart Magazine's
Gayest & Greofest
Readers’ Choice Survey:

v Best hank

~ Business Most supporfive
of he GLBT (noticnal)

At Chase, we welcome every family
into our neighborhood.

Flexible Mortgage Programs
When you find your dream home ond it's time for financing, lef Chase be your guide.

> Business Most supportive
of the GLBT (local)

Thank you
OutSmart Readers!

Whether you're buying alone or with o pariner, you con feel comfortable,

A mortgoge specialist will work with you to mee! your needs every step of the way,
form application to closing.

Coll Chose today for all your home financing needs

Doug Luza or Revis Bell  281-893-9394
douglas.r.luza@chase.com or revis.|.bell@chase.com

; Chase Home Finance
Simply the best way home.

©JP Morgan Chase and Co. All Rights Reserved a Equal Housing Mortgage Lendar

ART KELLER, DC.

Work Injuries Auto Accidents
Sports Injuries

Impairment Ratings

713.781.3344

CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC CENTER
3033 Chimney Rock at Richmond, Suite 440

Acupuncture

Csaka

demre.sc Bestanrant

515 WESTHEIMER, SUITE E.

713.533.9098

OPEN DAILY, 1 1AM — LATE NIGHT

Thank you QutSmart Readers
for voting us BEST SUSHI RESTAURANT!
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he remains on the Atkins Diet. Granted,
these may sound like small things, but I
don’t do parenthetical documentation for
just anyone. And the fact that a devout
Atkins acolyte would spend his hard-earned
money on carbohydrates and fake meat is
in itself proof of commitment.

Secondly, as a gay man, I grew up sur-
rounded by images of heterosexual love that
surged to a nauseating crescendo around
Valentine's Day, leaving me feeling alien-
ated and bitter, Even if, as an adolescent,
had I been brave enough to express my true
feelings, I'm not sure how the football team
would have reacted had I shown up in the
cafeteria on February 14 to present the star
quarterback with a decoupage card and
individually wrapped bonbons.

Mainly, though, I tend to muck up ro-
mance. | give it my best effort, but ulti-
mately, like the mighty mallard duck flying
high above a placid pond on the first day of
hunting season, I just get shot down, and
sometimes shredded by overzealous
pointing hounds.

Last Valentine's Day, my carefully or-
chestrated plans for an intimate day of
flowers and low-carb delights devolved into
a heated debate over who were and were
not appropriate people to be talking to on-
line. The year before that, my idea of giving
Jack a gallery of framed photographs of the
two of us crashed like a Diana Ross come-
back tour, Apparently, Jack and I are hardly
ever standing next to each other when some-
one starts taking pietures. Also, while indi-
vidually we are both pleasant-loaking guys,
we are pretty much never photogenic at the
same time.

I take comfort in knowing that I am not
alone in my aversion to Valentine's Day.
Most of my friends have their own unique
ways of surviving the holiday. My best
buddy Patrick, who, out of all the straight
people I know, is the one most likely to end
up as the subject of a Michael Douglas
movie, likes to go to the mall and try to
break up high-school couples.

“Yeah, she says she loves you now,” he'll
gay to startled teenagers who, up until
moments before, were happily necking in
the food court. “But I give it six months
before she dumps you, probably for someone
with a better car. Enjoy those waffle fries,
Hope they give you comfort.”

Sarah, my writing collaborator, stopped
recognizing Valentine's Day years ago.
Instead, she celebrates the birthday of
Raymond Teller, of the comedy stage magic
duo Penn and Teller.

“Penn and Teller are the best comedy
magicians in the entire universe, so when |

read that February 14 was Teller’s birthday,
I decided to create Penn and Teller Day,”
Sarah once told me. “It's just a coincidence
that February 14 is a nightmarish holiday
filled with false sentimentality that I
personally despise.”

As part of her annual celebration, Sarah
creates fake Polaroid spirit photographs,
plays tricks on her friends, and drinks choe-
olate Yoo-hoe while watching old copies of
Penn and Teller television specials. “You
eould also celebrate the day in silence,”
Sarah said, “but this is really only effective
when you have someone babbling inces-
santly at your side.”

Sarah’s commitment to celebrating any-
thing except Valentine’s Day inspired me,
so I whipped out my trusty Internet search
engine and went on a quest to discover other
ways to make the day palatable. Following
are a few of the various holidays and
observances I found. Feel free to mix, match,
and accessorize,

Hug a Theater Queen Day. Oscar
Wilde's last play, The Importance of Being
Earnest, debuted on February 14, 1895, at
the St. James' Theatre in London. To cele-
brate this anniversary, hold a tea party for
your closest friends, but eat all the cucum-
ber sandwiches before they arrive, just as
Rupert Everett did in the movie. Or in true
Saint Oscar tradition, fix up overweight
acquaintances with cockney rent boys.

Kill a Bootlegging Gangster Day. On
February 14, 1929, seven members of Bugs
Moran's gang and a random ephthalmolo-
gist were gunned down in a Chicago parking
garage by erime lord Al Capone’s henchmen,
who were costumed as policemen. To
commemorate this event, dress up like a cop
and hang out in an underground parking
garage. Whenever you see someone wearing
a trench coat and/or a fedora, accuse them
of “moving in” on your “turf,” and then shoot
out their windshields with a pellet gun. You
won't get arrested. Just tell the real cops
that you were vacationing in Florida the
whole time. That worked for Capone.

Get Kicked Out of and/or Executed
by an Organized Religion Day. On
February 14, 1076, an angry Pope Gregory
VII excommunicated Holy Roman Emperor
Henry IV for attempting to appoint Catholic
bishops to office (apparently, Catholics
frown on emperors doing that sort of thing,
preferring that they stick to ribbon-cutting
ceremonies and genocide). Later that mil-
lennium, on February 14, 1556, Archbishop
of Canterbury Thomas Cranmer was
charged with treason and heresy by Queen
Mary I, who wished to return England from
Anglicanism to Catholicism. To commemo-
rate this day, get yourself excommunicated
or accused of heresy. Donate a large sum —

SPECTACLES ON MONTROSE

4317 MONTROSE BLVD - 713.529.3937
EVE EXAMS - CONTACTS - EYEWEAR

Certified Personal Trainer & Mulrition Spediofist

832-443-FITT
"Voted Best Female Troiner 2002 & 2003”
coachkimmie.com

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY

* Certified IMAGO Relationship Therapist

* Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

* Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor
* 21 Years Counseling Experience

DENISE O'DOHERTY

3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 810 » HOUSTON, 77088

(713) 524-9525
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CUPID ALLOWED

¥ Chocoholics, Unite. Learn all sorts of facts about
the sweet treat made from the seeds of the cacao
tree whose scientific name, Theobroma, means
“food of the gods.” Cool hands-on kids’ programs are
scheduled for February 14 and March 15-19. To
tantalize the chocoholic even further, compli-
mentary weekend tastings (beginning at 1 pm) offer
samples from some of Houston’s finest boutique
retailers. Wear your high-traction shoes to this
exhibit. Chocolate lovers of every age will surely
leave the floor slippery with drool. February 14—
May 19 at the Houston Museum of Natural Science,

1

No (upid “IIQWE‘ continued from page 55

of money to Planned Parenthood in the
name of Cardinal John O'Connor, or send
an announcement of your impending civil
union to the Episcopal bishop of Texas. If
you've got a couple of hours to spare, invite
a bunch of Southern Baptists over for Bible
study and then lock them in your living room
and force them to watch Footloose. Oh, and
remember to pray loudly and openly later,
when you're tied to the stake. It makes the
God-fearin’ people holding the torches
uncomfortable.

Antonio Banderas’s Singing Career
and Mickey Rourke’s Butt Day. Writer and
director Alan Parker, who gave us such gay
favorites as Evita and Fame, as well as the
Cosby-kid-career-ending voodoo thriller

| One Hermann Circle Drive. For tickets and
' information: 713/639-4629 or www.hmns.org.
—Eric A.T. Dieckman

Come Meet the
Russell & Smith Ford
/ ’Tamié v’

Angel Heart, was born on February 14, 1944,
To celebrate, climb onto a balcony and sing

about how you kept your promises to

QF THE FIELD MUSEUM, CHIDAGD

Argentina all through your wild days or
orchestrate a big dance number in the
middle of a school. Or just dump blood all
over Lisa Bonét and then slit the throat of a
live chicken, Which leads us to . ..
Sacrifice Domesticated Animals for Jehn Connit Alrica Carlos

e e 3440 South loop West (775) 665"'4 177

¥ Love Goes Haywire in this live concert with Eve
Beglarian and Phil Kline. Fashioned after the music of
'T0s concept albums, this musical treatment of the love
story of Bilitis takes us through tragedy, hope,

: ¥ Something for Your Sweetheart. Why be con-
fulfillment, and devastation, couched in a homoerotic ventional? Instead of a box of choecolates, a bouquet of

| context. The story was originally penned by French flowers, and a roll in the hay, give yvour special

i Victorian poet Pierre Louys but is originally attributed to  someone a watercolor painting . . . and a roll in the

| a contemporary of the Greek poet Sappho. Told through hay. The Watercolor Art Society, Houston, hosts an
male, female, straight, and queer perspectives, The exhibit where paint and romance mix, Water-media
Bilitis Project proclaims the peaks and valleys of love paintings range in style from abstract to realistic.
with hauntingly beautiful music. $15. February 13 & 14, February 14-March 5, Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m.—3
8§ p.m., at DiverseWorks, 1117 East Fwy @ North Main p.m., at the Watercolor Art Society, Houston gallery,
and Naylor. For information: 713/223-8346 or 1601 W. Alabama. For information: 713/942-9966 or
www.diverseworks.org. —ED www.watercolorhouston.org. —ED

14 was sacred to the Roman goddess Juno,
Protector of Housewives and Inspirer of COne Mile W esl ¢ .'f.'"fr liant Staclizm A Proud Supporter ¢ F Our Commninity
Blinding, Homicidal Rages Based on Good-
For-Nothing Husbands' Rampant Infi-
delities, Following Juno’s big day was the
Lupercalia, an annual event honoring the
nature god Faunus. During the Lupercalia
festivities, a dog and two goats were sacri-
ficed to promote fertility. Now, sacrificing

B—a—— D€

hanae

Thee Fealth Ciub for Wontrose & Widtouw

| ¥ Girls Against Boys. Interactive improv comedy troupe, ComedySportz, declares a heated gender war in a Saint
Valentine's Day battle royale of the sexes. Sure, a gender-bashing theme is pretty heterocentric, but the rapid-fire laughs
of this well-oiled comedy machine hit all audience members equally, whatever their crientation. Only the humorless will
be unaffected. $10. Friday, February 13, 8 p.m. at Lambert Hall, 1703 Heights Blvd. For tickets: 713/868-1444. —ED

dogs and goats doesn’t usually go over well
in most residential neighborhoods (except
for the Woodlands, strangely enough), so to
honor this holiday, just held a massive
banquet, followed by vomiting, a trip to the
communal baths, and an orgy. Nothing says
Roman like a nice, old-fashioned orgy.

A sidebar to this holiday planning: Dolly
the Sheep, the first successfully cloned
mammal, died on February 14, 2003, at the
Reslin “We Make Sheep” Institute in

Seotland. Wear wool in remembrance and

& Stop! In the Name of Love. Diana Ross and the
Supremes—The No. 1's is loaded with hits from The
Supremes, Diana Ross & the Supremes, a solo Diana
Ross, and even a stray cut by the Ross-less Supremes.
* For being so nasty with each other, the group sure
sang a lot about love. Remember Baby Love and Love
Child, Love Is Here and Now You're Gone and You Can'’t
Hurry Love? Who knew all that love would spawn so
many lawsuits and bitter enemies? Now that Mary
Wilson and other insiders have finally dished the dirt
about the group’s infighting and Miss Ross’s humong-
ous ego, song titles like Where Did Our Love Go?, I'm
Gonna Make You Love Me, and Love Hangover seem to
take on a whole new meaning, * Trivia geeks will thrill
trying to find the remastering glitches (and there are a
few). Was that really the original ending to Back in My over to my place. Jack and I have boxes
Arms Again? Or to You Keep Me Hangin’ On? And was | and boxes of chalky candy hearts we'd be
The Happening really a chart topper? * From Motown | | happy to share.

Records (www.motown.com). —Olivia Flores Alvarez i

use lanolin-based skincare products to
retain essential moisture.

My hope is that one or more of these
holidays will really take off on a national
level, and soon none of us will have to deal
with the tribulations of Valentine's Day.
If you don’t look forward to facing this
February 14, though, then just head on

113 524-9932 FitnessExchange.cc

4040 Milam St. Houston
Located between Richmond & Alabama in Montrose

Thomas Blanton, who wrote "Old Green Eyes
Is Back™ in the February 2003 issue, is a poet
| and frequent contributor to the magazine.
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LookQut

by Tim Brookover

OTTA HAVE ART. Through
February 10, artist and teacher
Patrick Palmer presents Self Portraits, a

juried exhibition at the Glassell School of

Art, Palmer, who is head of the drawing
department at the Museum of Fine Arts
school, selected more than 30 works for the
show. Gay artists in the show include Larry
Knapp, John Painter, and Ryan Fugate.

Speaking of Fugate, a February 21 fund-
raiser and silent auction will benefit the
Positive Art “rt'n'i(:-:ht'lp program he offers at
the Houston GLBT Community Center
Conrad Hernandez chairs the event at
davidlewisIMAGES/Midtown Photography
studio, presented in memory of Stephen
Haddock, to support the art classes for people
living with HIV/AIDS.

Knapp will also display his work this
month in a one-man exhibition, Splendid
Creatures, which opens with a February 6
reception at Gallery 3, located adjacent to
DiverseWorks, The show of Knapp's oil
paintings will remain on view through
March 6.

00D WORKS.
Hollywood" is the 'Lh(.]TlL of the Krewe
of Olympus ball on February 7. Bob Briddick
and Richard Watson co- L,.:l'l:ltﬂll'! the event at
the George R. Brown Convention Center.

“Olympus Goes

The evening benefits the Assistance Fund,
PFLAG, PLFAG/H.A.T.C.H. Scholarship
Fund, and Colt 45°s Trouble Fund.
Channel 8 talk show host Ernie Manouse
and Channel 2 anchor Linda Lorelle will host
Caribbean Carnival 2004 on February 7 at
the Twelve Spot downtown. The casts of the
Great Caruso production of Dreamgirls and

the Strand Street Theatre production of

Once on This Island will perform. Proceeds
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will benefit Diverse Artists Dedicated to
Action,
dedicated to the mei}wer’meni of women.
Hallelujah! On February 8, Bayou City
Boys Club will host a gos pe.l brunch at

a performing arts organization

Kilworth Manor benefiting the Center for
AIDS in memory of founder Joel Martinez.
The group Elation will provide the joyful
music. Thomas Begeny is the center’s new
executive director.

The fantastic Kate Clinton will headline
the Lesbian Health Initiative dinner/dance,
“Celebration of Love I1,” on February 14 at
the Hilton Hobby Airport. The Best of Both
Worlds with Andra Haviland and Kellee Ash
will provide musical entertainment.

To raizse funds to transport hate-erime
victims and their families to April 28-30
lobby days in Washington, D.C., the
National Transgender Advocacy Coalition
will host a 6-9 p.m. February 29 telethon
on TransFM Internet Radio. Log on to
www. TransFM.com. Houstonian Vanessa
Edwards Foster is coalition chair.

For the holidays, bar owner Charles
Armstrong donated a total of $12,000 to 12
organizations: AIDS Foundation Houston,
The Assistance Fund, AssistHers, AVES
(Amigos Volunteers in Education and Ser-
vices), Bering Omega Community Services,
Center for AIDS, HAA.T.C.H., Houston
Buyers Club, Montrose Clinic, Montrose
Counseling Center, Q-Patrol, and S.N.AP.
(Spay-Neuter Assistance Program ),

Joe Watis and his Theatre New West
presented an October 23 preview
performance of The Stops that benefited
Maranatha Metropolitan Community
Church. Then on December 3 his company
gave a benefit show of Reindeer Monologues
for the Center for AIDS.

T THE TABLE.
Designer
SID. will ereate a

tabletop arrangement for the
“Dining with Designers”
showcase at the Houston Antigue
Dealers Association show
February 26-29 at the George
R. Brown Convention Center.
More than 150 dealers will
participate in this 40th spring
event. Stone, pictured here at the
table in his Montrose townhouse,
will design a Lablescape
especially for the showcase,
presented by Larry N, Bahn,
proprietor of The Country
Gentlemen,

N YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD. Our

January cover girl Shaunte Angelo, one of
our People to Watch 2004, will host launch
parties for the new A.e.rs. magazine on
February 7 at Meteor and February 8 at
Chances. Enjoy go-go dancers at the first
event and a viewing of The L Word at the
second. On February 27, Angelo and staff
will host the GoGirlsRock concert at the
Rhythm Room.

The musical duo Jason & deMarco will
perform tunes from their new CD Spirit Pop
at a February 8 concert at Resurrection
Metropolitan Community Church.

In December, Daniela Parker and Marquitta
Parker, the lovely daughters of Annise Parker,
our new controller, and tax whiz Kathy Hubbard,
decorated the holiday tree at the Houston
GLBT Community Center, Center volunteer
Clint Hudson joined in the holiday decorating.

At press time, we learned that Tom Fricke
has sold the Lovett Inn to Dan Lueken and
Todd Partridge. Partridge called to report that
he will move the offices of his Partridge
Properties into the historic residence. He
and Lueken plan to maintain the bed-
and-breakfast tradition at the 12-room
hostelry. Fricke has not announced his post-
innkeeper plans,

PORTS NOTE. Can't make it to

Key West for the February 3-9 Kelly
MceBillis Classic? Listen to the annual
International Women's Flag Football
Asgociation Championship via Internet
broadcast at www.iwffa,com. By the way,
MecGillis—who recently delighted the gals
by starring in the steamy lesbian thriller
The Monkey's Mask—has endorsed the
tournament for years and even played in
some games, Hike! Wl

WWW.PAMPEREIDS:PIR 1.COM

e There’s a big difference between simply advertising
ton and advertising that works!
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= Celebrating 13 years of outstanding success!

Don’t miss out. Advertise in our new*, 2004-05 Edition.
Distribution begins in June. Call 713-942-0084.

* Enhanced format includes four-color printing
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Rod Frazier.

General Medicine
HIV Medicine
Hormonal Therapies

including Growth
Hormone & Testosterone

* Fountains
* Salt Crystal Lamps
* And So Much More

* Jewelry
* Unique Gifts
* Secret Opening Boxes

Visit our carl at Memorial City Mall
Visil our web site and enter OUT at checkout for 10% off
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' of a fine tuxedo.
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(Enteriafament Weakily, 2003 Year-End Special, Jim Mullen) “ e I Issa Eln e rl ug T

Metrosexuals: The new word for fashionable men who use high-

end grooming products yet aren't gay. Replacing the terms “city = W# =~
folk™ and “highfalutin.” l.'ammu ““ Ic a

"

[ N NN N N

IS

] 1
(Lary King Live, 118/04)
Larry King: What do you think of metrosexuals?

Laura Schlessinger: . . . I despair that we're taking masculinity,
denigrating it so much that we have to have a whole movement
to turn men into girls. I think it's disgusting,

Now, they're not gay, right?

Well, T don't know. But give me the Marlboro man any day. |

Compiled by Blase DiStefano

think real women like real men.
So metrosexuals are what then, if they're not real men?
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Neutered men. All they're concerned about, Let’s get facelifts, let’s | Melissa 2
get this and let’s get that and let’s do this. It's disgusting. It's Erhesige B"l ma“el‘ & :I“ Maher: if |
* offensive. l 8 s in love ad to_tall in
o Offesive. E vith Martin Short  1ove with a
+ Teasing their hair? = L L\ L Tamemy " man, it would
| ° [Expressing disgust] Oh! [Laughs] . | -~ \ 8 § Lynn i oo e b :
| ' v alsformalwear con : What do you think creates that? Where does that come from? } ' o F ' Ny N , M"d‘“l’ i MB ?‘Inlu.Sh rt:
| ® 29 Houston ® The media. . . . The values that we have largely today do not - ¢ - = C o ; Paont) wawn <52
Area Locations : come from our homes and families and our churches; they come 3 4 o
For the lacof : e from the media. And that's the new thing. But I tell you, real .
Fo RMAL WEAR 730-4TUX : women don't want those men. So they're gonna be on their own. ¥ (The Advocass, 1/20/04, Bruce C. Steele)
3 : J Tammy Lynn Michaels [WB’s Popular, Showtime’s The L Word, and
. i%'{m i nant il 17801 Melissa Etheridge’s wifel: | was advised by a lot of people in my
: [hig WOE } [ereator af The West Wing career not to come out and that I would never be anything—do
= ' o (The Advocats, 2113101, Paris Barclay) anything, get east in anything—if anybody had any idea that I was =
| * Paris Barclay: We gotta talk about the Dr. Laura [Schlessinger] gay. That's what I was told, and this was not too long ago—'986, "97
THE LO\[ETT INN : scene [in which President Bartlet berates an antigay talk-radio And so I'm not surprised that I chose people who wouldn't fight nlcnaru
| » host]. That was so popular with gay viewers. with me to walk down the red carpet at the premieres and at the 4 ) =
Rg;?za}-zrz-f Rg@ﬁgsﬁr Rf}zf ; Alan .‘-im"ln.n I'm glad. To me, she is a horrifyingly, staggeringly WB media shindigs. cnamnerlal "
o Mmean and ignorant person. . . Bruce C. Steele: The closet is a heavy burden on a relationship. 5
RIS T PSR TN | ¢ - |Stghs] The closet is a heavy burden on the soul, period. You get two ' = w W
. . mll: 2. T (The Advocats, 1/20/04, Judy Weider)

people in that, and it’s too dark—you can't even see 'em. And then i LS : : :
L v she |Etheridge] walked in. Judy Weider: Having just gone through it, what did you think

(Entertainment Weakly, 2003 Year-End Special, Jim Mullen) about the coming-out process?

Queer Eye for the Straight Guy: A surprise hit show in which five ¥ (Tihe Advocate, 1/20/04, Bruce C. Stecle) Richard Chamberlain: . . . It's the most astonishing and the
biggest experience | can remember. In writing the book

LE RS vy

gay men try to turn a straight man into a human. For people = Bruce C. Steele: So what's the takeaway lesson . . . from your story?
who like science fiction. Melissa Etheridge: Love happens |Shattered Lovel, in the early stages, I didn’t know whether 1

it's worth saying. was going to talk about being gay; | didn’t know whether | was

Yeah. You know, I have made a career of singing about love and going to talk about Martin [Rabbett, Chamberlain’s partner of

oauuaiil NUuLVGII writing about love and dreaming about love. Romanticizing about G AU R IR S SR T NS Ry S o
(Entertainmant Weekly, 2003 Year-End Special, Jim Carvell and Jessica Shaw) it. To actually sit and be surrounded by love is amazing. And it can about. .. . I can't even recall the sequence of events, but it wasn’t
Captive audience: Saddam Hussein is captured by U.S. forces. = : happen, Once _\-'ul.a love your- until I was writing a chapter about the '"90s that I suddenly
Footage of a bearded, haggard-looking Hussein being examined Y 1,} self. As corny as it is, love realized that this whole issue that I had tortured myself with
by a doctor saturates the airwaves, though many viewers confuse ¥ yvourself enough to be loved all my life, till I was 68 years old, was completely bogus. It was
it with a pre-makeover segment from Queer Eye. iirg {o S right. That’s my lesson. absolutely without any basis whatsoever. This wasn't an

L

intellectual realization. Well, it was that too, but it was a deep,
deep, down-into-my-bones-and-heart realization. I suddenly

ﬁll waFI‘IBH _ | - butch it up ! for the c_amera‘ realized that it's the nonissue of all time. And suddenly, it was
[host of F cor and More] : and | appreciate that viewers as if the hand of some angel settled on my head and saic
“It was such an henor to be nominated in my first year hosting the : Y and fellow media professionals “Enough. Enough.” [Pau eves fulll 'm gonna ery now. . .
Sl'll]w. but winning an actual Emm is such a gratifving reward iﬂ[ : ; oA ni "]":t'mugl'L. It's over. It's over.’
‘ ; g y gratifying : { o Al et s l!wt we can be our JLW.: Richard ... [Pauses, waits] No one has ever said anything
doing something | love so much. Acceptance by the media has o = T true selves in front of the cam-

: : . ; : like this to me before
played an integral role in the show’s success. I've never had to | & : ¢ era and achieve success.” R.C.: I know, I know. Sixty-eight years. . . [t was just so stupid.

Historic Accommodations * Corporate Meeting Rooms
* Banquet Facilities * Jacuzzi Suites * Pool/Hot Tub
o Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center

501 Lovett Blvd, Houston, TX 77006
(713) 522-5224 = (800) 779-5224

Fax (713) 528-6708 Lovettinn.com
YOU'LL LOVE IT!
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Charlize Theron as Aileen
Wournos in Monsler.
Opposite: Director Patty

Jenkins talks with Theron.

R e

Making a
Monster

Monster’s director Patty Jenkins talks to OutSmart
about telling the story of a serial killer and
working with award-winning star Charlize Theron

by Olivia Flores Alvarez
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Making a
Monster

Monster’s director Patty Jenkins talks to OutSmart
about telling the story of a serial killer and
working with award-winning star Charlize Theron

by Olivia Flores Alvarez
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Charlize Theron as Aileen
Wournos in Monster.
OeposiTe: Director Patty
Jenkins talks with Theron.

Serial Killer.” “Real- Maonste with her brother an
ma & Louise.” aker Patty Jenk starring Golden rhb C
i vith 3lobe * Charlize Theron
., 18 a look behind the

8. riend to
1 g er a tumultuous childhood in E anid wit [ sts for robbery
captured in 1991, Michigan that reportedly included having




.
Makin jda Monster BT previous page

In 1989, at age 33, Wournos began her
first lesbian affair,

She also murdered several men during
a year-long killing spree.

When she was arrested and charged
with seven murders in 1991, Wournos
claimed that she killed each of the men in

self-defense, Nicknamed the *Damsel of

Death” by the media, Wournos eventually
confessed to killing a total of 12 men and
later admitted that except for her first
victim, 51-year-old Rich-
ard Mallory, who had
raped and tortured her,
the men had not attacked
her.

Monster, which por-
trays the actual events
with only minor changes,
moves from tender to
terrifving and back again. 3
Part thriller, part biopic, :
part docudrama, the film :
is difficult to categorize.

“I, actually, in my
mind, think it's a love :
story,” said writer/director
Patty Jenkins, who spoke ¢
to OQutSmart from her ¢
office in California aftera
Canadian press tour.
“More than anything, I
think it's a character film like Midnight
Cowboy and Taxi Driver, films with
traditional storvtelling that have conflicted
characters. But still it's a love story to me.”

Jenkins had contact with Wournos while
she was on death row, The two women
exchanged letters and spoke through
intermediaries but did not meet face to
face. Her seript is based, in part, on thou-
sands of letters Wournos wrote while in
prison. In small, neat handwriting, Wournos
wrote as many as four letters a day to
longtime friend Dawn Botkins; she also
wrote journal-like letters to God, discussing
her life and crimes.

Monster doesn’t try to excuse or justify
Wournos, only to understand her. “I just
knew that there's a space for understanding
who people are without denying what they
did,"” Jenking said. “The point to me was that
I always felt like I could never change the
greater truth, but I did think the story
needed filling in. Everybody in the country
heard ‘lesbian serial killer.' What they didn't
hear was the rest of the story, so my point
was to say, Yes, you're right—here’s vour
monster. Now come and watch how she
got there,’

“] was very, very firm from day one that
the rape-torture during the first killing be
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Jenkins (r) advises Theron on a
scene in Monster.

shown the way that it was, beeause I think
it's important for understanding her story.”

Jenkins was also committed to showing
the last murder as the cold-blooded killing
it was. “I didn't try to show that last murder
as being sympathetic, because you have to
accept that that's where she went to.”

“I've had no contact with [the vietims’
families]. When you set out to write
something like this, you have to make a
decision about whose story it is that you're
telling. What was important to me was to
have it really clear that the horror [the
vietims] went through
and the fact that, with the
exception of the first man
[who raped and beat her],
the men she killed were
anywhere from just a kind
of sleazy guy who picked
up a prostitute to com-
pletely innocent. That
was the only gesture I
could offer the victims'
families.”

Casting of the 5-foot-
10 blonde beauty Charlize
Theron to play the scruffy
5-foot-3 Wournos was
seen as a gimmick by
some industry insiders,
but Jenkins knew Theron
was the right actress for
the role

“Because 1 could see Aileen so well, I
knew that this character rested entirely on
somebody’s ability to show both sides of her,
to show her volatility, her anger, and still
show her humanity,” she says.

“We made a deal right off the bat. We
said, ‘Look, we're not going to do this
halfway,
going to take on
this person’s life
and we're going to
love her., We're
going to walk this
walk for her.
We're not going to
just look at it from
the outside," And
we didn't.”

Theron under-
went a significant
physical trans-
formation for the
role. Easily one of the most beautiful
actresses in Hollywood, Theron wore special

we're

makeup to make her own flawless skin look
like Wournos's blotchy, bloated face. She also
gained weight and damaged her hair.
“Charlize is just incredible,” Jenkins said.
“She really is a brave and strong actress
The bravery was not from looking like Aileen

Jenkins (c) in conference with Theron and Bruce
Dern in a scene from Monster.

and gaining 30 pounds. The bravery comes
from Charlize putting Aileen in her heart
and going through these horrible events.”

Theron also signed on as one of the film's
producers, a title Jenkins says wasn't just
a vanity credit. “When she signed on as pro-
ducer, people were saying, ‘Well, Charlize
has never been taken seriously, so she's
developing this project to showcasze her
talent.," That was not how it went, And I
always thought that was kind of demeaning
to her, like she's making a movie for
everybody to see how great she is.

“The movie was already green-lit and we
had a shoot date when she signed on as an
actor. I cast her because she was the right
person. She signed on as a producer later to
protect the film. As an A-list star, she knows
the kind of power she has, and as a producer
she was able to get involved and fight for
things that we believed in."”

Wournoes's claim that she killed her first
victim in self-defense unfortunately mirrors
an event in Theron’s life, Her mother shot

and killed her father while defending herself

and Theron when he came home in a
drunken rage. Theron was a teenager at the
time and had not, until recently, discussed
the incident publicly.

Jenkins acknowledged that the media-
fueled public examination of that tragedy
in Theron's life has been difficult to witness.
“] think the saddest thing, particularly in
her case, is that the media approach peaple
with so little sensitivity,”
wouldn't go up to someone at a dinner party
and just bark at them, ‘So, your dad died,
huh? That's what's been so hard to witness.

“Evervbody wants such overt expla-
nations for things, and I wish that people
would start looking deeper than that. The
truth is she's an
incredibly tal-
ented actor and
this is an in-
credibly sad story
and she didn't

have to be raped or

she says. “You

kill someone to
understand that.”

Christina Ricci
plays Aileen's girl-
friend in Maonster.
The role is based
on Wournos's real-
life lover Tyria
Moore, who testified against Wournos and
helped to secure her conviction.

Jenkins says the media’s focus on
Theron’s performance has unfairly over-
shadowed Christina Ricci’s contribution to
the film.

“That’s been the only heartbreak for me;
continued from page 113
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A Valentine’s' _Gala of

Champagne &

DATE.
LOCATION:

VALET

TICKETS:

CONTACT:

CATERER:

Desserts

Saturday;, Febi"uﬁi}'y 14, 2004
8:00pm — 1:00am

Key Star Events Complex
3209 Montrose
4000 sq ft w/rooftop deck

Via Key Star or Ruggles $3.00

$50 per couple, $30 for singles
Advance sale!l!l More at the door!

Paula @ 713-864-2123
71 3—30_3—362]
PWatson I X@aol.com

Absolutely Divine Catering and
Fountains of Chocolate

DJ Dancing, Photographer, Cash Bar,
Silent Auction, Ratfles and
Champagne & Desserts

Proceeds to Benefit

Houston Area Gay and Lesbian Sports Organizations
BE MY VALENTINE AT BUBBLY SENSATIONS




MOVIES

by Eric A.T. Dieckman

LOVE KNOWS NO BOUNDS

Not even the outback

Toni Colette plays a stroight
woman in a lesbian-written,
lesbian-produced, and
lesbian-directed film.

NS ¥

isters are doing it for themselves. Yes, the writer (Alison Tilson}, director

(Sue Brooks), and producer (Sue Maslin) of the film Japanese Story are

all leshians. Tilson has also penned Frictions: An Anthology of Fiction
by Women, among other works. Maslin, developer of GeckoFilm Productions, is
an independent film and television producer who has won a number of awards.
jrooks is also a multi-award winner herself.

Japanese Story stars Toni Collette (Muriel’s Wedding, Sixth Sense) as the
ambitious, take-charge Australian geologist Sandy Edwards, When forced to
baby-git Hiromitsu Tachibana (Gotaro Tsunashima), the son of a wealthy
Japanese industrialist, Sandy makes no secret of her displeasure with the task.

SOLDWYN FILME

But realizing it may result in a positive business deal,
she agrees. The two do not get along at all. She is
outspoken, strong-willed, and independent. Hiromitsu
is passive, polite, and sexist. Well, not so polite really;
at one point, taken aback by her asperity, he describes
her as “very loud and aggressive—and very stubborn.”
This description i8 made in her presence, albeit in
Japanese while on his cell phone.

Hiromitsu insists Sandy take him on a tour
through Western Australia’s vast and lonely Pilbara
desert. In the outback, plans go awry, leaving the two
opposites lost with the grim reaper on standby. The
further they venture, helping each other survive, the
more they leave their predispositions about each other
behind. Tht‘}' |J=':.{i:1 to see each other as pm'r]ilv. not as
representatives of cultures each finds appalling and
distasteful. The rigors of their adventure bring them
closer still until the two find themselves deep inside a
tempestuous but tender love.

The film zigzags the audience from cross-cultural
discovery to emotional drama to haunting love story.
Critics praise Brooks's direction, saying she brings a
“smoldering sensuality” to romantic moments of the
tale with a style few male directors can parallel.

Japanese Story opens February 6 at Landmark
River Oaks, 2009 W. Gray. More info: T13/866-8881 or
www,landmarktheatres.com.

The Envelope, Please

New Arrivais...

Linda & Will Boze
Formerly with
Randall Reed Ford

& Loy,

)

call Linda @ 281.719.3728
or Will @ 281.719.3716

for directions to your
for the day, while your - “Backdoor to savings”
vehicie is being : — Planet Ford’s
serviced Call & SC:,-E,E-'.U!F?,,ng;ﬁi;gzmmmem FLEET DEPARTMENT

Exceptional service for your FORD*LINCOLN*MERCURY
Sales & Service that respect every guest as one of our family

SERVICE - PARTS - BODY SHOP
20403 Interstate 45 North SERVICE AND PARTS DEPT HOURS:
Monday-Friday 6:30am to 7:00pm Saturday 6:30am to 5:30pm

SERVICE DEPARTMENT: (888)-251-9135

Il seems only fogical to have an Oscar party—a party celebrating the biggest
awards ceremony in the world to celebrate movies—at a place where movies
are shown. The Landmark River Daks Theatre, in all its grandeur, serves up a
grand annual Dscar gathering indeed. Revelers can watch the Dscar ceremony in
all its higper-than-life glory on the downstairs movie screen. With Emie Manouse
from Channel 8 as emcee, food from Birraporetti's, and a "Gold” theme, the $15
cover charge is a steal, Plus, every year the event henefits the Houston Gay &
Leshian Film Festival.

The 6th Annual Academy Awards Viewing Party takes
piace on February 29 at 6 p.m. (and ends when the Dscars end), at Landmark
River Daks Theatre, 2008 W. Gray between Shepherd & McDuffie. More info; 713/
B66-8881 ar www.Jandmarktheatres.com. Il

J-E-F-F-C-0-0-P-E-R
PLATINUM

1802 BROADWAY, SUITE #122 GALVESTON, TX

RESIDENTIAL -~ COMMERCIAL -~ LEASING - PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

If you are looking for V.J. TRAMONTE
the ultimate AND
fewelry buying experience... DEREK HARGROVE

Make
the best possible choice.

Ask for Cass, your
community consultant
of fine jewelry

(800) 765-4030
(409) 765-9837

Member

IWMarks

3841 Bellaire Blvd. - 713-668-5000
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6 Thu. 10-9

DEREK@TRAMONTEREALTY.COM

Voted Best Realtor 2002 & 2003 - OutSmart Magazine

WWW. TRAMONTEREALTY.COM

i
Avwards for Excellence
4-Time Winner

OutSmart
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DVD/VHS

P.S. YOU MIGHT WANNA SEE THIS!

Steve Guttenberg stars in P.S. Your Cat Is Dead!

famed Pulitzer Prize-winning gay writer James Kirkwood, co-
writer of A Chorus Line, who died of AIDS in 1989.

P.S. Your Cat Is Dead! is the story of two desperate men—one
gay, one straight—who meet on a fateful New Year’s Eve, Rex Reed
described it as having “one of the most unusual friendships since
JJoe Buck met Ratso Rizzo in Midnight Cowboy.” The play is still
being performed in theaters nearly 30 years after its Broadway
premiere. Yet it fell into development limbo for decades until
Guttenberg chose it for his simultaneous return to the big screen
and his directorial and sereenwriting debut.

Guttenberg plays Jimmy Zoole, a struggling actor whose life is
falling apart: his best friend recently died, his career iz on the
skids, he's been repeatedly robbed, his beloved cat is in the hospital,
_and his girlfriend is leaving him. The last straw comes

*“527 when he discovers a burglar (Lombardo Boyar, Gone
/| in 60 Seconds, The Bernie Mac Show) hiding under
his bed. Pushed to his wit's end, Jimmy takes the
intruder hostage by hog-tying him to his kitchen
counter and cutting off his pants, and begins to extort

The siraight guy, Jimmy (Steve Guttenberg, laft), has tied up the gay guy,
Eddie (Lombardo Boyar), in o scene from the Guttenberg-directed P.S

Your Cof 15 Decd) SEMEWall ne. not in the ustal sanse revenge. Undaunted, the wily burglar turns the tables

on the distraught Jimmy, and so begins a riveting
interplay filled with unexpected twists.
TLA Releasing gave the film a national art house
release in early 2003 and now offers it on DVD/VHS. The
DVD features commentary by Guttenberg and cast

fantasy of countless gay men (with one of the
best chests in Hollywood), Steve Guttenberg
shows a different, sophisticated side with the
DVD/VHS release of his dark comedy P.S. Your Cat Is Dead! The
star of such films as Diner, Cocoon, Three Men and a Baby, and the
Police Academy series, Guttenberg wrote, directed, and stars in this
| long-awaited film version of the cult smash novel and play by the

MORE DVD/VHS PREVIEWS/REVIEWS

The Thorn Birds with the family's priest (Chamberlain). « Chamberlain's
character was in the closet about his love affair with
Meggie, and Chamberlain in real-life was in the closet

members, behind-the-scenes interviews, alternate endings, and
more. Available at www tlavideo.com and major retailers. More
info: www.tlareleasing.com. —Troy Carrington

Oa_Line director Jed
Weintrob explores the
paradigm of contemporary

Based on Colleen
MeCullough's best-

For your Info...
Creating and maintaining a
website does not have to
be tedious or expensive.
nfoVine can help!
ULTRA EASY TO
ADMINISTER WEBSITES
PRINT ON DEMAND
MAILING

~ Absolutely Flat for the Summer!

Looking to uncover washboard abs for the summer?
We've laid out the plans to get you the body of your dreams!
We can even teach you the secrets that can get your belly

Take the first step toward looking your best!
Call now for your free consultation.

MuscLe MecHaNICS

from bulging to beautiful!

Montrose Softball
League

Invites you to
Recruitment Day 2004
Simday, February22nd
10am until 3pm
Memorial'Pagk Fields'4 & 5*

Come receive indorraaiion, play
softball, enjoy a hotdog, meet
various members, #ngd join the
Montrose: Softball’ League for
an experience of a lifefime!!

THE GYM FOR PERSONAL TRAINING

713.523.5330

WWWMUSCLEMECHANICS.COM

L | The IMPrOVcomedy meater

In the Marg*E

Entertainment Ceter

1-10 and Silber

if ‘ _ﬁl‘{ﬁ \ selling novel, the  about his love affair with his partner of five years (at the relationships in an increas-

3 world premiere of  time) Martin Rabbett. (See Chamberlain guote on page ingly high-tech waorld.

| v The Thorn Birds  61.) = The 2-disc DVD collector's set is available just in N M On Line utilizes state-of-
[ 5 astounded over 130 time for Valentine’s Day. —TC N N the-art digitial technalogy,
million viewers dur- 0L I svlit screens, and stream-

ing its four-night Om_Line ing webcam video, = The

: - run on television in  Set amidst the bustle and frenzy of New York City, On_Line DVD {(which includes a wide

" > 1983, making it the  is a 21st-century take on the classic romantic comedy. array of hanus features)

second-highest-
rated series of all time. The landmark mini-series
garnered six Emmy awards, including ones for Barbara
Stanwyck (lead actress), Jean Simmons (supporting
actress), and Richard Kiley (supporting actar), Golden
Globe awards Included ones for Richard Chamberlain
(lead actor), Stanwyck (supporting actress), Kiley
{(supparting actor), and Best Mini-Series or Television
Movie. = Provocative, sexy, and scandalous, this
captivating tale of forbidden love chronicles B0 years
in the lives of the adventurous Cleary family and Meggie
Cleary's (Rachel Ward) forbidden, life-long love affair
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The film centers an John (Josh Hamilton, Urbania, “Serge”
in Absalutely Fabulous) and Moe (Harold Perrineau, 0z,
Woman an Tag), two friends who operate Intercon-X, a
live erotic website, and the array of hilariously mismatched
relationships that arise in and around the site. Out gay
actor John Fleck (Camivale) stars as Al Fleming, a New
Yorker who connects with a young gay college student
(Eric Millegan) living in the closet in the Midwest.
Meanwhile, Intercon-X creator John is mending a broken
heart with a real-life date with a woman he has met
through his own website. = In an era when webcams and
Internet-dating sites are revolutionizing the social scene,

and VHS will be available February 17 from Wolfe Video
(1-800-GET-WOLFE or www.wolfevideo.com), —TC

South Park: The Complete Third Season
For the few of you who don't know, South Park is an
adult-orignted animated series that is set in a small
town nestled in the Colorado Rockies and features
the misadventures of four eight-year-old boys whose
everyday lives regularly intersect with world events
and include elements of the paranormal, the mythic,
and the divine. Created by Trey Parker and Matt Stone,
South Park s an award-winning, critically acclaimed —

Let me show you
how to make it

easier, faster and
less expensive.

* Beginner
* [ntermediate
* Advanced Levels

L

The Kinsey Sicks » Marnh 18-21
BUY TICKETS ONLINE OR CALL
713.333.8800

WWW.improv.com

For more information call:

713-867 3913

or Misit our website
www.montrosesoftballleague.com

“Fields logated on Picnic Lane in MEMORIAL
PARK just South of Memorial Drive

Call Rich at
713-223-9994

Rain out day: Sunday, February 29th
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series that is breathtakingly
irreverent and ruthlessly funny,
= Season Three begins with the
gpisode titled “Rainforest
Schmainforest” Mr. Mackey
punishes the boys (Stan, Kyle,
Cartman, and Kenny) by
forcing them to join the
“Getting Gay with Kids" chair,
which is going to Costa Rica to
help save the rainforest. = Halfway through the season,
Kyle and Stan's fathers experiment with their home-
sexual tendencies in “Two Guys Naked in a Hot Tub)
* Remember the film The Red Badge of Courage? One of
the third-season episodes is “The Red Badge of Gayness.'
» If you're a South Park fan, the third season is a must-
have. Available in DVD format only fram Comedy Central
(www.comedycentral.com), —

Class Trip
Nicolas is an insecure child
plagued by visions of disasters
and horrible accidents. In his
dreams and daydreams, he
sees his father in a car crash,
his brother abducted, and his
own classmates shot at by men
in white masks, His peers tease
him or simply ignore him. Even
Nicolas's teachers are frus-
trated by his lack of social skills. His paranoid father is of
little help. Nicolas disconnects fram the world around him.
» (n a class trip to the ski country, Hadkann, the class
bully, befriends Nicolas and becomes intrigued by his
reams. When Nicolas takes ill, the line between reality
and hallucination blurs as his startling visions begin to
come true. When police find a dead child in the woods,
Nicolas knows there is a connection between his crime
and his visions, and with Hadkann's help, he sets out to
find it, = Class Trip, which won the Special Jury Prize at
the 1998 Cannes Film Festival, is on Picture This!
Entertainment's (www.picturethisent.com) label “Tales
from the Orphanage!” Whereas its Picture This! Home Video
label caters to a gay/lesbian audience, Tales from the
Orphanage presents dark and creepy coming-of-age films
for all audiences, gay and straight alike. Available in DVD
format only, —TC

Mitch Hedberg: Mffch All Tagether
A perennial Houston favorite,
when Mitch Hedberg visits our
city, his shows are typically
packed full with ardent fans.
This was not the case when
he taped his Comedy Central
== = <& Pregpnts special, making it
even funnier, The edited version is full of laughs ahoy,
but the real comedy (of errors) lies in the full, unedited
version. The crowd that's been bussed in has no idea who
Hedberg is and is not accustomed to his original style
and dry, so-laid-back-he-might-be-high delivery. As a
result, Hedberg has to goose the crowd every now and
then to get a decent response. “| gotta do a half hour,
You gotta like me more than that! The audience then
indulges his next joke with an applause break. = Among

his many hilarious commentaries is his fear of HIV testing
“Waiting for the results is frightening. So | don't get th
regular AIDS test anymore. | get the roundabout AID
test. | call my friend, Brian. | say, ‘Brian, do you knos
anybody who has AIDS? No? Cool. 'Cuz you know me.”
The DVD also includes his set on Comedy Central’
Premiuvm Blend and a CD of some more of Hedberg'
creative material. Available in DVD format only, fror
Comedy Central Records (www.shop.comedycentral.com’
—Eric A.T. Dieckman ll

Full Col
5000 Posteards

713.223.9333

(MINIMUM GRAPHIC $25 FEE)

Work-Related

We offer services for all types of parties: reunions, weddings,

guest houses
1301 Ave. M
Galveston Island

409.762.2117
toll free
1.866.735.2749

We Have:

A great deal for two
' Four is an awesome deal
| Six is a magnificant deal

"Victorian Cottages
beautifully placed in
an award winning
garden setting"

organization gatherings, etc. Party Room now available.
POOL JACUZZI PRIVATE GARDEN FURNISHED
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Television

CINEMA SISTERS

Starz celebrates Black History Month with Sisters in Cinema

he presence and progress of

African-American women direc-

tors in the film industry is the
focus of Sisters in Cinema, a feature-
length documentary by openly lesbian
Yvonne Welbon (Living with Pride: Ruth
Ellis @100).

In search of answers to her personal
curiosity about the existence of African-
American women filmmakers, Welbon _
goes on a gquest to find her “sisters in 2
cinema.” As if telling a story, she serves s
as narrator of her journey as she seeks :
to identify and illuminate a history of £
independent filmmak- .
ing that has long been
hidden.

The first docu-
mentary of its kind,
Welbon begins her
search in Hollywood
at the major studios
where she soon dis-
covers that of the

multitude of feature the documentary.

Lesbian Starz: Yvonne Welbon is
the writer and director of Sisters
in Cinema, premiering on Black
Starz in February. Inser: Cheryl
Dunye is one of many African-
American women highlighted in

American women outside of the
Hollywood system.

Sisters in Cinema, which features
interviews interwoven with film clips,
rare archival footage, and photographs,
is certainly a historical and educational
homage to African-American women
filmmakers who, against all odds,
made history.

Highlighted in the documentary are

the Dust), Maya Angelou (Down in the
Delta), openly lesbian Cheryl Dunye (My
Baby's Daddy
(Eve’s Bayou), among others.

), and Kasi Lemmons

Welbon has created over a dozen
award-winning works that have heen
screened on public television, cable, and
3 in film festivals around the world. She
holds a master of fine arts degree and a
doctorate in radio/TV/film. Her film
Living with Pride: Ruth Ellis @ 100 has
been screened in over 150 venues around
the world (including Houston) and won
10 best-documentary awards.

the careers of Julie Dash (Daughters of

up the " 3
Imasge...” .
S - »

Marion E. Coleman
Your Community Image Inker!

I'hank You OutSmart readers for voting
Marion Coleman
||I|‘|L|| ile Gavy Business P " Al

House of Coleman
Fine Printing & Graphics

2071 WEST ALABAMA
HOUSTON, TX 77006-4693

713.593.9521 » FAX 713.594.9643

films produced, only one—Darnell Martin’s
I Like it Like That—had been directed by
an African-American woman. Welbon
quickly realizes that she is not going to

find many of her sisters in Hollywood,
so she expands her journey to the inde-
pendent film industry where she finds a
wide range of films directed by African-

Sisters in Cinema premieres on Black
Starz (www.starzencore.com) at 7 p.m. on
February 8 with repeat airings throughout
the month. —Suzie Lynde

Sundance Channel Presents the U.S. Television Premiere of Lesbian’s Documentiaries

Dnn Day presents the television premieres of My Babushska—Searching Ukrainian Identities and Resisting Paradise,
the two latest films by pioneering avant-garde filmmaker and documentarian Barbara Hammer. Hammer,
wha Is openly leshian, has had retrospectives at The Centre Georges Pompidou in Paris, the Berlin Intemational
Film Festival, and the Film Forum at the Directors Guild of America,

Resisting Paradise involves a region fabled for its magical light and beauty—southern France, which
has been a beacon for painters, including Van Gogh, Matisse, and Bannard. During World War |1, the area was
also a point of escape for scores of Jewish and anti-Fascist refugees. Resisting Paradise examines the region's
wartime history and the response of its residents—including Matisse—to the Nazi threat. Resisting Paradise
airs on Sundance Channel, Monday, February 16, at 8 p.m. Repeat airings: 23rd, 8:30 a.m. & 3:45 p.m.; 28th,
5:13 a.m. To confirm schedule: www.sundancechannel.com.

My Babushka—Searching Ukrainian Identities is an expansive diary of Hammer's Journey to
Ukraine, the birthplace of her maternal grandparents. What begins as an exploration of the filmmaker's ethinic
roots soon evolves into a fascinating look at a nation trying to define itself in the post-Soviet era, Hammer
interviews a range of individuals, from a leshian activist to an elderly Jewish journalist; meanwhile, the film
captures daily life in Ukraine and explores how its people are coming to grips with issues—including anti-
Semitism, homophobia, and sexual inequality—that are new to the arena of public debate. My Batushka airs on
Sundance Channel, Monday, February 16, at 3:20 p.m. Repeat airings: 23rd, 5:05 p.m.; 26th, 10 a.m. To confirm
schedule: waw.sundancechannel.com. —SL
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e
t.l:

Jewish Women Resisters Liberation March in Marseilles, France,
in 1945, as featured In Barbara Hammer's Resisting Paradise.

T4

More television —+

3000 REASONS
TO VISIT YOUR
STATE FARM AGENT
BEFORE
APRIL I5TH.
HERE YO!

LIVE.

arm [RA

Jan Stomel, Agent
$900 F £ SuiE 2

i | :
SALOON

Monday 510 Buckets

Tuesday Locals Night: S3 Martinis
Wednesday Singles Night: $2 Wells
Thursday Open Mic: 9am-lam
Friday Sheila Lennon: 10pm-2am
Saturday Dart Tournoment: 3pm-5pm
Sunday Karaoke & 1 Vodka

Every Saturday Night at 10:30 pm

Feb. 7: MATSON BELLE  Feb. 14: BROWN SUGAR
Feb. 21: LIVIYA COMPEAN  Feb. 28: KRISTIE STREMEL

Chances open daily at 2pm - Happy Hour ‘il 7pm
www.chanceshar.com

1100 Westheimer - Houston - 713/523-7217
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Comedy Central
Goes Out on the Edge

Ou.’ on the Edge is a one-hour stand-
up speecial hosted by Alan Cumming
(X2, Cabaret) and features the best of
alternative comedy with a distinetly gay
edge. Some of the acts are gay, some are
straight, but all of them are on the same
twisted page!

The special features the music of
BETTY, The Hazzards performing their
international hit “Gay Bovfriend,” Bayne
Gibby, and Johnny McGovern as The Gay
Pimp sending up teen pop with the dance
extravaganza “Soccer Practice.” Out on
the Edge also features the stand-up of
headliners Jim David, Rene Hicks, and
Elvira Kurt. Special guest Buddy Cole
from Kids in the Hall has a big surprise
for the audience.

Tony Award-winner Alan Comming
has had an eclectic career that has
included many outstanding performances

Alan Cumming (1) and Buddy Cole get edgy.

in theater, film, stand-up comedy, and
writing and directing for film and
television. His portrayal of the emcee in
the Broadway musical of Cabaret was one
of his most celebrated performances. In
addition to his Tony Award, his perfor-
mance also won him the Drama Desk,
Quter Crities Circle, Theater World. and
the New York Public Advocate’s awards,
the latter for the original London pro-
duction. He even received an Olivier
Award nomination.

Though his performance here is as
host, we feel he deserves some kind of
award for his fashion sense—each time
he appears, he has changed his wardrobe
and hairstyle!

Out on the Edge premieres Monday,
February 2 at 9 p.m. (repeated at 11 p.m.),
with repeat airings on Friday, February
6 at 10 p.m. and Saturday, February 7 at
1:30 a.m. To confirm schedule: www
.comedycentral.com. =TC

STRAIGHT EYE FOR THE QUEER GUY

Comedy Central eyes a Straight Plan

Flabulous: Rob Riggle (one
of the “Flab 4 r) oversees
Jonathan Schneider at a
shooting range. Inser: The
Flab 4 license plate.

hanks to Comedy Central's Straight

Plan for the Gay Man, three gay men
achieve their dreams of becoming a
blue-collar meatpacker, competitive basket-
ball player, and bar-hopping, smooth-talk-
ing babe magnet. It also mocks and shatters

the straight male stereotypes while “em

bracing” the phenomenon that has swelled
OvVer fy,'q er JL:_\I I

t Plar for the

ht € TiLY

v Man has four

ib 4" (Curtis
Gwynn, Billy Merritt, Kyle Grooms, and Rob
Riggle), working with a gay man to achieve
his small-but-important dream of pulling
the wool over the straight world's eyes for a
day. In the three one-hour episodes, viewers
will meet three different gayv men and learn
about that one thing they've always wanted
to check off their to-do lists

The gay men include Jonathan, an up-
scale fashion salesman who's always
wanted to understand the life of a blue-

collar worker; Roger, a quirky voga in-

ELEVRSION

¥
=

MNick Scotti
gets real. @

structor who has always dreamed of
competing in a pick-up basketball game; and
Stephen, a hip singer/dancer with tons of
female friends, who's always wondered if
he'd be a smooth straight man when it comes
to picking up the ladies

Over
‘Flab 4

under their wings and give him a

the course of each episode. our
comics take their new gay friend
crash

course on the secrets of straight male life—

a life that inevy |1:-.|||_\ includes IJI_;|I|.-!" clothes.
a bare kitchen, and a healthy dose of false
egotism to cover all personal failings—of
which there are many

At the end of each episode. the straight

comics ED undercover .Il"l'j_'.:*ilil.' their gay

:-C]EEJI,H-E". to see if they too can “pass” their tests.

Straight Plan for the Gay Man airs on
Comedy Central (www.comedycentral.com)
on Monday, February 23, at 9 p.m., with a

repeat at 11 p.m. =TC

Style Network
Gets Nick at Night

Meet Nick Scotti, actor/model and star of the
reality series New Yark Nick. (You might
remember Scotti as the clueless hunk in 1887
Kiss Me Guide) Mlong with Nick's saucy sis Viv
Scotti and the siblings’ colorful erthopedic shoe-
wearing aunt, Irene “Diz.” these three natives fram
Queens bring blue-collar style to the masses each
week with their misadventures through New York,
“Italian"-style family squabbles, and lifestyle tips
from cooking baked ziti to looking great even on a
budget. Airs on Style Network (www.stylenatwork
.com) at 8 p.m. on Fridays. —TC

The Oscars

AL press time, the nominations for the
76th Annual Academy Awards had not
been revealed. We can't imagine Charlize The-
ron not being nominated for her role as seri-
al killer Aileen Wournos in Monster, so you might
want to tune in for that. Airs Sunday, Feb-
ruary 29 on ABC (www.abc.com) at 7 p.m
And, of course, there will he the gpowns,
g0 you might want to tune in for E!'s (www
.eonline.com) pre-awards red-carpet ride
with Joan Rivers to see who's wearing who.
OSCAR-RE
Turner Classic Movies, Tom Hanks (pictured

ATED: On commercial-free

below) stars in one of his Best Actor-winner
roles in Philadelphia (1993); Antonio Ban-
deras plays his boyfriend. Also stars Denzel
Washington, Jason Robards, and Joanne
Woodward. Phila-
delphia was direct-
ed by Jonathan Dem-
me and written by
penly gay Ron Nys-
waner, who also
wrote the recent
Showtime film A _
Soldier’s Girl, Airs
on TCM (www.tur g
nerclassicmovies. &
com) at 9:15 p.m.,

Tuezday, February 2

24. —Blase DiStefano ©

Molly lvins and Patti LuPone

WT'itutr' Molly Ivins's razor wit and
i:-lirllu'ti commentary have been
literary thorns in the side of politicians for
yvears. Never at a loss for an opinion, Ivins
talks about the California recall, the White
House, balancing the national budget, and
peace in the Middle East, all with her usual
biting sense of humor.

.-\c'rcln‘|p|trrhuc'l theater actress Patti
LuPone is known for the re
markable strength and deter-
mination she brought to her
roles in Evita, Les Miserables,
and Sunset Bouwlevard. The
very candid LuPone talks
about the rocky road that
. brought Norma Desmond to
: the stage, the challenges of a
S television series, and she even
has a u'u|'|] or two about the

movie version of Evifa.

: Interviews with the two
celebrities are part of Inner-
VIEWS with Ernie Manouse,
which airs Thursdays at 10
& p.m. on Houston's PBS Channel
8 (www.houstonpbs.org). The Ivins inter-
view airs on the 12th, the LuFPone interview
on the 19th. More info: www.geocities.com/
ernieontv/homepage. —5L

a gallery featuring local painters, scultors, photographers,

and jewelry and furniture makers ... Sippora also offers interior design services

Artist Opening Reception "Touch Me - Feel Me" - Friday - February 6, 2004

Gallery Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am - 6pm * Saturday 10am - 3pm

713.520.1085 | www.sippora.com | 234 west gray

N True Self Transitions

A Program for Personal Growth

Counseling for
s Individuals < Couples

Enod Gray, LMSW-ACP, C.Ht., CSAT
4200 Montrose Blvd., #540
Houston, TX 77006
www.trueselftransitions.com

713/522-7014, ext. 4

< Families < Groups

Specializing in sexual addiction, codependency, trauma recovery & family of origin issues.

Personalize Your Vision

Are you a candidate for Custom Wavefront LASIK?
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in refractive surgery.
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Outin the Arts

by D.L. Groover

HE GREAT GAY WAY.

Richard Greenberg’s gay base-
ball play Take Me Out may have
recently gone to the showers on
Broadway after winning numerous
Tony awards and a Pulitzer for
best 2003 drama, but the rainbow
flag continues to fly high and
proud over the Great White Way.
If you're anywhere near 42nd
Street, there's a show to mateh the
color you prefer,

With its alternative-lifestyle
characters, grunge Hent continues
to soar, playing to 98 percent
capacity vears after its premiere.
Jonathan Larson’s beguiling rock
musical, an East Village La
Boheme, may very well attain the
status accorded such classics as

Oklahoma or Gypsy—it's just as

good, and speaks to its audiences
in that universal way great shows
always do. Its renown is also
heartbreaking: The preternat-
urally talented Larson died hours
before the first preview. He never
knew his energetie, life-affirming
ereation would be his epitaph. In
true show-hiz fashion, he went out
with a hit.

Whatever else becomes a legend most,
any show based upon The Wizard of Oz has
“gay” written all over it. Wicked needs more
than a sprinkling of pixie dust; it needs a
closet full. Everyone and everything flies,
but this plodding musical remains earth-
bound. Stephen Schwartz (Pippin, Godspell,
Prince of Egypt) adapted Gregory Maguire’s
airy novel Wicked: The Life and Times of the
Wicked Witch of the West, but has dropped a
house on the story, turning light fantasy into
a lumpy $14 million proto-feminist tract.
Idina Menzel is the emerald-tinged Elphaba,
roommate at sorcery school of very popular,
very superficial, very blonde Glinda. After
innumerable pop-Broadway anthems, they
cross broomsticks, and you know the rest.

Campy but exceptionally ponderous,
Wicked boasts a career-enhancing per-
formance from Kristin Chenoweth (musical
theater’s current female darling) as a
Clueless-like pre-Dorothy Glinda. She's
getting the Tony this yvear. Wicked will not.

From last season, multiple Tony winner
Hairspray continues to pony, stomp, and
frug up a storm. Derived, yet sanitized,
from the cult cinematic g
John Waters and drag dn:a Divine, this old-
fashioned, uplifting musical bubble
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Strike o pose: Hugl‘l Jackmdn as Peter
Allen in The Boy from Oz is accompanied
by (I-r) Stephanie Kurtzuba, Tari Kelly,
and Colleen Hawks,

energized by Harvey Fierstein's cartoonish

matriarch Edna Turnblad, accompanied by
the buoyant bouffant score by Marc Shaiman
and Scott Wittman. This show almost makes
you nostalgic for the '60s

Strike o pose 2;
Boy George
gets cleavage
in Taboo.

In the "straight” play category,
Tennessee Williams's classic closet

sizzles, but only in the poster.
Unfortunately, the pajama-clad
beef of Jason Patric and the pin-up
lustrousness of Ashley ludd are two-
dimensional. When they actually
open their mouths on stage, the
illusion shatters. Ned Beatty's Big
Daddy won't erase any memories
of Burl les's stunning portrayal,
but in this tepid, unsexed produc-
tion he's the only thing breathing.

Then there's Doug Wright's
spellbinding true tale of German
cross-dresser Charlotte von Mahis-
dorf, I Am My Own Wife. In a
startling performance, lefferson
Mays inhabits dozens of characters
in this complex portrait of an
ultimate survivor. In her quest to

lived through the personal horrors
of a dysfunctional family before
facing even larger horrific forces
under the Nazis and then East
German communists. As wit-
nesses, we are ennobled by the
personal cost and duplicitous
sacrifice needed to keep going. We
can only judge her at our peril.

Another closeted gay character on
Broadway happens to be blue, bespectacled,
a Republican, and a Muppet. And don't tell
anyone he's gay. Rod 15 one of the furry cast
members of the irreverent Avenue @, an
adult musical by Robert Lopez, Jeff Marx, and
left Whitty. This Sesame Street / South Park
amalgam is the surprise hit of the season,
and the full frontal puppet nudity has even
entertained the former First Family (ves,
with Chelsea, too). How can you go wrong
with a show that includes Trekkie Monster’s
addiction to Internet porn; the inces-
sant mating rituals of Lucy T. Slut; and a
muppetized Gary Coleman? Foul and funny,
this is the street where Bert and Ernie should
have lived.

The life of flamboyant cabaret performer
Peter Allen—Oscar-winning composer, song
and dance man, Radio City Music Hall head-

liner, Judy Garland’s opening act, husband of

Liza, and gay as the ace of spades—should be
a no-brainer for a Broadway musical. Sadly,
The Boy from Oz is lobotomized Biography
101: a crash course that briefly touches
the high spots, listed above, but reveals

nothing. Because it uses a catalogue of

Allen’s pre-existing songs to link his life, -

drama Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

be true to herself, von Mahlsdorf

Take it off
Take it All off
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Sell-hatred, pity, depression

and loneliness; here they are again, how did this happen? Why do 1
u.lh.'l\.- l'llli llil |u||'|\ }!l‘!'l"' W h;H, can ||I|' |'.3|I| treatment cenler lg';u']'. e
that I haven't heard before,

What 1 found at PRIDE was the staff took the time to help me become
willing. I felt safe enough to look into the real reason why I had these
feelings. When 1 did, I realized that it was not because of the drugs and
alcohol. it was because of the way I felt about myself.

I began to experience something I hadn't in a long time. .. pride. | never
thought that was possible, but with the PRIDE INSTITUTE, and two
yvears and two months behind me, 1 look in the mirror and see that
inside as well as outside, | am a different persan,

-Ruben
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these illustrations are only surface. When
you use a generic love song (“Love Don't
Need a Reason,” for example), it remains a
generic love song, without specific character,
without dramatic depth, whether it's a duet
for two men, as it is here, or a heterosexual
anthem. It doesn't enlighten.

Even superficially, Allen’s fascinating
life was pretty amazing. Rendered in Oz,
though, it's had all the edges smoothed
down. There’s nary a splinter to irritate the
Blue Hairs. It's all carefree, scrubbed clean,
and about as truthful as these insipid movie
bios that would have, say, Cary Grant as a
most un-gay Cole Porter.

Isabel Keating, as incomparable Garland,
is an optical and aural illusion, but she’s
saddled with a waxworks character, while
Stephanie J. Block is much too tall for Liza
and has no character to play at all. Chiseled
and buff Tony winner Jarrod Emick (from the
1994 revival of Damn Yankees) is wasted in
a 15-minute supporting role as Allen's lover.
In a truly embarrassing stage moment, he
gets to come back as a ghost to sing “I
Honestly Love You.” The show, restructured
and endlessly tinkered with since its
Australian incarnation in 1998, has cringing
moments like this throughout.

But what Boy from Oz does have,
though, and no ether show on Broadway
comes close, is the megawatt star power of
Hugh Jackman. Yes, Wolverine struts his stuff,
sashays atop a piano, sings and dances, puts
his hands on his hips, shakes his booty, and
kisses Emick. But no Matinee Lady will take
offense, because Jackman plays Allen
playing Jackman. If you only know Jackman
from those X-Men action films, you've
obviously missed his previous definitive

ASSAGE
THERAPY

In the “Heart of Montrose”
* Full Body

* Therapeutic

* Relaxation

* Light/Deep Tissue

* Hot Stone

* Reflexology Treatments

By l.,--_,-:. urtment
Patrick W. 0’Gara  Dawn L. June
RMT 032664  RMT 032068
713/522-53971  B32/428-4284
Mo Fricay i am - & pm
404 Westheimer

| bighly recammend

o o i fur bet
rosylts.” = D, Jackie Duval MS.DCCAC

A Professional Health Care Service

outings in Oklakoma and Carousel. He
bulldozes into this flimsy material with such
sweet charm and knockout charisma that
you're helpless in his seduction. There hasn't
been such a presence like his on Broadway
since the days of Carol Channing and Ethel
Merman—the police lines around the stage
door and the clambering fans attest to that.
He's a true Broadway Baby, and The Boy
from Oz would be worthless without him.
Sorry, Peter.

The gayest show in town, however, is Boy
Beorge’s Taboo, but it's struggling along at 62
percent weekly capacity, [Af press time, Taboo
was scheduled fo close in February.] This
most original, refreshing look at the decadent
London elub scene of the '80s, populated with
its New Romantic denizens of the night, is
an absolute high. Slick and glossy, its failure
to become a major hit is unfathomable. The
press has been universally unkind to the
show's U.S. producer, Rosie 0'Donnell, and all
her legal troubles came to a head during
Tuboo’s opening last November, so the fallout
may have had some influence. Although the
gay aspects, the drug abuse, the freaks are
in your face (“I'll Have You All,” Leigh Bowery's
apotheosis to anonymous sex, is graphically
set in a tearoom), it's neither offensive nor
terribly shocking anymore to see this kind of
stuff on stage. Taboo isn’t perfect, either: All
the many major characters get diffused under
the dry ice and flashing mirror ball, but the
show has such energy and slacker glamour,
it works regardless,

Lovingly produced and exceptionally
cast, with a great original score from Mr.
O'Dowd (a.k.a. Boy Georgel—a few of his
golden oldies are there to be savored again—
Taboo has everything a big Broadway
splashy show should need to succeed. Any
show that highlights one of that era’s most
original creations, the performance artist
Leigh Bowery, gets bonus credits,

Euan Morton makes a splendidly dra-
matic and vocal Boy George. Raul Esparza as
smarmy promoter Philip Sallon is in a class
by himself. leffrey Carlson as prickly drag
gueen Marilyn is in a world unto himself.
And Mr. O'Dowd as Bowery, though
strangely distant as a performer, wears
those fantastic outfits like he means it and
comes into his own when he howls “Ich Bin
Kunst” (“T Am Art") from inside his museum
display case.

With all its grunge depravity, radical
chic, and sexual confusion, Taboo is a
tuneful sentimental valentine wearing its
punk heart on its sleeve. Roll it up and you’ll
find a tattoo that declares, “Freaks just want
to be loved, too.” Go see it. Taboo is a definite
winner and deserves a full house.

D.L. Groover writes monthly on the arts for
OutSmart magazine.
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Individuals/Couples/Families
e
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GrooveQut
by Gregg Shapiro

LUCKY CHARMED

Melissa Etheridge releases
a jubilant new disk

elissa Etheridge isn’t the only one who is

fortunate when it comes to her new album Lucky

(Island). Her loyal legion of fans, who stuck with
her through dark and low-key CDs such as Breakdown and
Skin, are richly rewarded with the joyful and celebratory
spirit of the new release (in stores February 10). Sexy and
romantic, most of the songs on Lucky come in the wake of
Etheridge’s courtship and subsequent marriage to actress

Tammy Lynn Michaels.

Etheridge does an effortless job of balancing confidence
and vulnerability in love songs such as “Mercy,” “
She flirts and flies,
and she fearlessly wrestles the demons of her world

Moment,” and “Will You Still Love Me.”

throughout the album, The results are uplifting and
empowering. [ recently spoke to Etheridge, who was

preparing for her Lucky tour.

Gregg Shapiro: One of the first things
people will notice about your Lucky is
the jubilant mood of the disc. Did it feel
good to switch gears after the raw and
ragged emotions of your previous
album Skin?

Melissa Etheridge: Oh yeah. It certainly
wasn't a conscious thing like, “Oh, I'm
gonna be happy now” [laughs]. It's
actually that it is my experience in mj
life. And thank goodness I'm not still
writing back there. Thank goodness the
journey has taken me here. The good stuff
has happened and the celebration and the

jovousness are real and true,

GrooveQut Shorts

T-Pro & Angel C
Tribal Pleasures

At the forefront of avery
great movement there are
great people directing
those movements. The
legendary gay Latine par-
ties thal have surfaced in
past yeors in New York
clubs such as Milk and
Cuchitrito and Los Angeles habitats like Circus and
Arena have had such leaders, and ot the top of that
heap on each coast have been openly gay ortists T-
Pro and Angel C. Working in tandem as "TAngel,”
they have assembled and stitched together a collec-
tion of overly humid fracks in the café con leche

80 FEBRUARY 2004 OutSmart
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domain, one disc mixed and one disc left unteuched.
Standouts by their own admission include Marco Polo
Cerere, Kiwi Dreams, and a vocal set including India’s
sultry “Seduce Me Now.” From Jellybean,/Sony Disces
(www.jellybeanrecordings.com). —Lance Walker

Ari Gold

You probably wouldn't be tao

Space Under Sun
for offbase if you called Ari
Gold the “poor man’s Justin

- '-'a-i
Timberlake.” It might be a bit

L

4 more accurate, however, to
' ~ describe him os the “gay
"t ey man'sJustin Timberlake.” This

ALl gl 5
young Jewish boy from the
Bronx grew up with o taste for R&B and has fethered
that to his music in @ most unerthodox manner. He seems
to pull from the early ‘?0s school of R&B perfected by

Come to my window:
Melissa Etheridge is
lucky in love. Inset:
Etheridge’s!new
album Lucky.

those such as Jodec| and Keith Sweat, but also marries
that sound with o palette of melodies and arrangements
that mere mirror the sound of modern boy bands. In the
end, they are love songs about men by o man, and he
makes it work regardless of from where he’s borrow-
ing. From Gold 18 (www.arigold.com). —LW

Sarah MclLachlan

Remixed

A techno context for her mu-
sic isn't that unusual. Sarch
Mclachlan’s music career
has soared becouse she is an
open-minded artist. Seven
DJs—including William Or-
bit, Hybrid, and D) Tiesto—
work their magic on nine
Mclachlan originals. Her previous collabaration with
electronica group Delerium topped dance charts world-

FARAH |'r'>r_1w1L|1l'l Tt
3 R

Beginning with the title track
and ending with “When You
Find the One,” the whole
album is sort of the musical
equivalent of returning to the
safety and comfort of home
after being in exile. Was that
what you intended?

Yeah, I guess so. I've been so
involved with it and inside it
that I haven't been able to step
outside of it and think of it as a
whole yet, I haven't played
these songs live yvet. I haven't
lived them and gone through
them. They're fresh and

brand new.

There is a flirtatiousness to “If
You Want To" that is equally
refreshing and suspenseful.

I think it's the Kind of song
that makes the listener root
for the singer.

Oh, veah, and it is flirtatious.
It's like, “OK, I've been dead,
and you gave me your number.
OK, I'll call.” It's
moment, that reaching out,
that unsureness. Having writ-

s just that

ten the song, it was fun to go
back to it and play with it, —

wide. This is a collection of remixes featuring
MeLachlan's music captured with beats and synthe-
sizer chords, making it an ideal club trance/dance
album. From Arista Records {www.arista.com). More
info: www.sarahmclachlan.com, —Andrea Rodricks

Ellen Demos

Osmosis

Ellen Demos’s debut re-
cording Osmosisis a jozz
vocal workout that will jar
your senses and move
your soul, Demos reaches
far down into her being
and convincingly uses her
v0£c| talents to hnr cdvun-
tage by making her voice the primary instrument on
the album. While there are the usual suspects ac-
companying her, like the saxophone, guitar, and —

B
Lo bilien

T

The Schrader Clinic in coliaboration with
Houston Area Community Services will be
offering FREE HIV & STD testing services
performed by certified counselors between
2-4 every Friday afternoon. Completely
anonymous & confidential.
ment necessary.

No appoint-
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CUSTOM KITCHENS & BATH
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713.869.3440 « Houston, TX
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m continued from previous page

[although] in the moment it's very painful,
every step you take,

Lucky also has some, you'll excuse the
expression, balls-to-the-wall rockers,
such as “Secret Agent” and “Giant” Do
you think it is necessary to include that
kind of work on albums to show you
haven’t lost that edge?

Oh, yeah. Not only to show it but to do it.
I make these albums and they go out
there. Then I spend the rest of the time
performing these songs. | wanted to turn
up the volume again. I wanted to rock
again. | had been so very down and
mellow about the last two albums. It was
finally like, “OK, let's go. I feel it. I feel
good. I'm ready. Let's go.” It's more fun to
play it live. You only have that one chance
on the record.

Even with all of this uplifting energy, one
of my favorite songs on the album is still
the one that makes me want to cry-the
gorgeous ballad “Meet Me in the Dark.”
What can you tell me about that song?

I wrote that song when I was kind of in
the middle of an identity crisis about
myself and my music. After seeing that
the record company was not responding to
my music, | started to think, Am I obsolete
now in the radio world? I've never tried to
write a hit song. That's not what I'm made
of and it's not what I'm about. I had this

GrooveQut Shorts :oloccdlor

flute, she easily gets into the higher vocal registers
and instantanecusly reminds you of the late Ella
Fitzgerald and her famous scotting routines. You can
e-mail the gay-friendly singer ot pgrxrecs@
yahoo.com. —Suzie Lynde

Kelis
Tasiy

The recard begins with
someone cramming their
mouth full of potato chips
and sucking on sodo, mov-
ing on o couple of fracks
later into Keliss radio hit
"Milkshake.” The refer-
ences are ironic consider-
ing that you know this lady goes nowhere near any
of thot stuff. She is cut like a supermodel and is as
talented os a superproducer, Kelis Rogers is invalved
in the songwriting on nearly half of this record—a
tall order considering that the other writers and pro-
ducers involved are the likes of Dallas Austin, Pharrell
Willioms, ond Raphael Soadig. Her smaky, husky
voice permeates their work like fine cream in black
coffee, untouched by the spoon, untouched by the
fir stick, weaving its way slowly through every verse,

B2 FEBRUARY 2004 OQutSmart

real crisis, and I went into my living
room, sat at my piano, and just threw up
this song from my soul that I den’t think
will ever gee the radic waves.

It's amazing, because it really made
think of Joni [Mitchelll, Carly [Simon],
and Carole [King], circa '71. It made me
think of the female singer/songwriters
of that time.

That we don't hear much anymore
[laughs]. Yeah, I was sad for the state of
the music business. I wanted to write the
music I used to listen to in the '70s. |
wanted to go back to the rock 'n’ roll
ballad of Bruce Springsteen and Baob
Seger, that Midwestern feeling. I just
wrote from that. I love it. It's one of my
favorite songs on the album.

| was also moved by “Tuesday Morning”
the powerful and amazing tribute to
Mark Bingham. The Ella Jenkins sample
from “Up and Down This Road” is the
perfect touch.

I, of course, as a person and an artist, was
affected by 9/11. I believe we all were. It
was reverberating and resounding in me,
I was starting to write songs for this
album in the beginning of 2002, and I had
asked a musician friend of mine, Jon
Taylor, to throw together some loops for
me. [ like to write to a lot of the rhythms.
He had thrown some together, and he had
this one with an Ella Jenkins loop on it. 1
was like, "What is that?” “That’s an old

every line. She beliaves in her words and forces noth-
ing, monufactures nothing. Itis a purity that runs thraugh-
out the music, the words, and evan the artwork, It is
also appropriate that the appearance of Andre 3000
{Qutkast) is on a track called “Millionaire,” since ev-
erything the man touches of lats is turning to gold. Itis,
without question, the best song en a record that involves
no filler and on which no corner of any song is left un-
touched. Nothing meanders, nothing drops off any
cliHs—evar}rrhing just finds its ploce, with just the right
amount of breathing room just when you need it, From
Star Trak (www.startrak.com). —LW

Missy Elliott
This Is Not a Test

From the beginning, Missy
Elliott hos successhully tested
the boundaries of rap music.
Aleng with acclaimed hip-hop
producer Tim “Timbaland”
Mnsa}y, the hip-l‘mp queen
delivers yet another fearless
album shewing no signs of
creative exhaustion. With unbelievable beats and unin-
hibited vocals, Elliott tries a little of everything on This
Is Nol a Test. She marvels at the magic of her vibrator
in “Tayz," teams up with Nelly for an ode to full-figured
Sauthern gals, and gives it up to classic ‘B0s rappers.

gospel singer. It's an old civil rights song.”
So I was listening to it and listening to it
on this loop, over and over. I started to
sing around it; [sings] “You cannot change
this.” I said, “Oh my gosh, is this my 9/11
song?” I started to think [about] what was
going on with Mark Bingham on Flight
93, and the whole thing. I decided I
wanted to pay tribute to this man. I don't
want this part of our gay history to be
wiped away or swept under.

And Ella lives here in Chicago.

I did not know that. I do not know
anything about her. All I know is she's
still alive [laughs]. I sent the song to her
to ask permission, and the word got back
that she loved it, and that made me

very happy.

You are also known for your live shows,
and you are about to embark on a tour in
support of Lucky. What can people
expect to see and hear on this tour?

I don't think I've ever been as excited as |
am to go on the road with an album and
with a set list that I have now. I have
eight albums to choose from. I'm thrilled
with the band I have. I'm just so excited.
It’s just like the album. It's full of joy. It’s
a celebration.

At the 2003 OutMusic Awards in June, Gregg
Shapiro received the annual honor for
Outstanding Support, which recognizes
involvement by non-musicians in furthering the

work of GLBT pi rformers

There's @ reason rap enthusiasts breathlessly await
her new albums. From Elekira Records (www.elekira
.com). Mere info: www.missy-elliott.com. —AR

Willa Ford featuring May
A Toast to Men (F*'k the Men)
To paraphrase ultra-syndi-
cated humorist Dave Barry
on the subject of writing,
the most important step a
writer hos fo take is to fool
his or her publisher inte
i believing that what they
have submitted to them has
never before been published. Changing the title is a
good start. Willa Ford did alter the title, and subse-
quently came up with what is very likely o catchier
one, but the infectious hook that is buried underneath
and around “A Toast to Men" is actually an old
sorority chant. Take that as you will, the fact remains
that it was o preexisting melody that has now
been fransformed into a pop song. IF's not exactly
groundbreaking, it's not particularly brilliant, but
it's not exactly unheard of either. Ford makes up for
it in some form or another in that she produced
the record herself, did all the string arrangements,
and sang all the backup vecals. The results aren't
continued an page 54
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stellar, to say the least, but with such a work ethic,
she's likely to press on, and eventually she’s going to
run out of sarority chants, right? From Lava Records
[www.lavarecords.com). —LW

Various Artists

Windham Hill Chill 2
The music on Windham Hill
Chill 2 is dﬂsigned to take
I|'1e |ismnaf on a lour qF r|'|e
label’s eclectic musical his-
tory, evoking o sense of
tranquility. The continuous
“chill* mix features re|uxrng
music without breaks be-

tween the tracks. Just a few of the artists featured on

Chill 2: George Winston, Yanni, Lili Haydn, State of

Grace, Liz Story, Will Ackerman, and lim Brickman.

Fraom Windham Hill [www. windham.com). —SL

Nigel Kennedy
Vivaldi
Migel Kennedy created a musical sensation with his

JIM ‘N’ GWEN
GET INSPIRATIONAL

Jim Nabors

More Songs of Inspiration
|Fyou're a fan of Jim
Nabors's voice, you'll

\ love these songs that
were recorded by

the singerin the '60s

and ‘70s. The songs

include “Bridge Over

Troubled Water,”
"Born Free,” "On a Clear Day You Can See
Forever," “Ave Maria,” and “Just a Closer
Walk with Thee,” among others. The rumored-
to-be-gay Nuobors starred in the “60s sitcom
Gomer Pyle, USMC, but also recorded numer-
ous albums. From Cclumbiu/legac}' [wwwe.
columbiarecords.com and www.legacy
recordings.com). More info: www.sony
music.com. —Blase DiStefano

Gwen lennier
You've Got to Believe
More sangs of inspi-
ration, but, unlike
Mabaors {see above],
these are recent
songs written by the
singer. Jennier wrote
her first contempo-
rary Christian song,
"I've Seen the Light,” in 1995, Jennier's deep
raspect and love for animals shines through
in I Need to Know” and “Wondrous Love
Wondrous Mature.” The other eight original
songs mirror her own life journey with lyrics
that are inspiring and honest. From Angel Dog
Music (www.angeldogmusic.com). —5L

1989 recording of The Four
Seasons. If you own the origi-
nal disc, you will be captivated
by the intensity in this dynamic
performance. Kennedy revisits
The Four Seasons with a mas-
terful approach, giving greater
significance to the orchestral
accompaniment. Also included are two rarely performed
violin concertas. These new recordings mark the begin-
ning of the Vivaldi Project that Kennedy is undertaking
in collaboration with the prestigious Berlin Philharmonic
Orchestra. From EM| Classics [www.emi classics.com).
More info: www.nigelkennedy.com. —AR

Amici Forever

The Opera Band
This is the debut album by
«ATNiCi Amici Forever, five classically
5 4 trained opera singers previ-
ously known as Tenors and
Divas. They experiment with
classic contemporary music
while presenting rearranged
opera, bringing an interesting

ANI DIFRANCO GETS
SENSUAL AND HYPNOTIC

ﬂ- ni DiFranco has always been a do-
it-yourself kind of girl, and she
proves it with Educated Guess, her

nuance to even the most familiar arias. The fullbodied
voices behind such classics as Puccini’s "Nessun Dorma”
and Handel's “Zadok the Priest” are sure to enchant
opera fons worldwide. The harmony in “Prayer in
the Night" is engaging. Dubbed the saviors of the
classical music industry, Amici Forever looks to have
one of the most successful crossover releases of the
year. From Victar (www.victor-music.com). For more
info: www.aristaassociatedlabels.com/index.jsp or
www.amiciforever.com, —AR

10,000 Maniacs
Campfire Songs
e — 10,000 Maniacs have ce-

% t <4 mented their reputation as

B * one of the most successful

r bands in recent pop music
L i ;

$ history. Disc 1 features the

= band's all-time greatest
hits. The second disc is for
die-hard fans, taking you
through the various styles of music that made 10,000
Maniacs sa compelling. This double-disc package also

features unreleased tracks and more. From Rhino

v

T AR RACI & LN e BRI

(www.rhino.com). Info: www.maniacs.com. —AR

Hilary Stagg
In the Presence of Nature
In the Presence of Nafure is an
|ncompnmb|e |ourney !hrough
America's most pristine envi-
ronments, its natienal parks
and preserves. They include
the dune-covered beaches of
Cape Cod, the mystical
swamps of the Everglades, the
swirling clouds and sunlit for-
. asts of the Adirondacks, the
sparkling lakes and clear mountain streams of Yosemite
Mational Park, the amazing geysers of Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, and the majestic river valleys of the Grand
Canyen. This beautiful journey is matched by one of the
world’s most inspiring musicians, Hilary Stagg. The
soundtrack Dream Spiral is considerad his most critically
acclaimed work, The visuals coupled with the music en-
hance a meditative state of relaxation. Stagg, known
for inventing the amplified harp, was prolific in creafing
a sound renowned for its healing qualities. His music is
tranquil, comtorting, and soothing. Available in DVD for-
mat only from Lobitos Creek Ranch. More info:
www.lightyear.com. =51

QUEER EYE FOR THE STRAIGHT GUY
GETS A GROOVE ON

Douglas, Thom Felicia, Carson Kressley, and Jai

Q ueer Eye for the Straight Guy's “Fab 5"—Ted Allen, Kyan
R

riguez—teach straights how to get their groove on. High-

20th album and first solo project in a

decade. Not only did she write all the

music and lyrics, sing both lead and

backup, and play all the instrumentals,

but she recorded and mixed the entire

album herself on a vintage eight-track reel-to-reel. The result

is her most honest and organie work to date.

Educated Guess has a cozy, intimate feel, as if she'd invited

a group of friends over and started strumming her guitar

while everyone was sipping cocktails in her living room. While

the music itself is sensual and hypnotic, it is DiFranco’s

confessional, cathartic lyries that take center stage. From

the self-effacing metaphors in the album’s title track to her
unbleached ideal of patriotism
deseribed in the spoken-word
piece “Grand Canyon,” Di-
Franco shows that she is not
only an incredible musician,
but a true poet as well,

The only thing missing
from Educated Guess is the
frenetic, aggressive, shoot-
the-bastard break-up rock
featured so prominently on

S her earlier solo albums.

S However, longtime fans

& will instantly recognize her

trademark brand of mu-

sical genius, and those

& stumbling across her for

- the first time will be held

scaptive by this rough-

¥z edged, down-home master-
%% piece. —Thomas Blanton

EI‘TEEII:E BAl

lights include an exclusive new Duran Duran song, “Sunrise.”
This is better than their earlier reunion efforts, with an in-
fectious, driving groove. There’s a remix of Elton John's 77
hit, “Are You Ready for Love.” Kylie Minogue's tune, “Slow,”
is funkadelically remixed by the Chemical Brothers, juxta-
posing Minogue’s sensual voice with mind-piercing trills and
delightfully odd sound effects. Get out those glowsticks—Jun-
ior Senior's “Move Your Feet” is irrepressibly adorable and
catechy. Another sonic novelty falls under the classification of
t}m new “versus’ mashup Lrend The dance-art Fischerspooner
melds with "80s git-rock Billy
queer Squier in the Billy Harris re-
vamp of “Everybody Wants
You to Emerge.” Although
the track is a hoot, it's also
clubby and entrancing. OK
Go and Liz Phair add the
more rock-oriented elements
with “You're So Damn Hot”
and “Extraordinary,” respec-
tively. As a silly bonus,
there's track 14, “5 Gay
Men.” While somebody hap-
= hazardly strums a guitar, Jai
and Kyan improvise a little ditty: “Five gay men cleaning
one house, ... That's all it takes, just one dirty straight man.
And five gay men.”

Two versions are available, one with a limited edition bo-
nus DVD and one with enhanced video. The DVD ineludes
the video (and “making of” video) for the eatchy theme song
“All Things (Just Keep Getting Better)” and the video for Kylie
Minogue’s “Slow.” The enhanced video CD contains the video
for “All Things." From Captiol Records (www.capitolrec
ords.com). More info: www.bravotv.com. —Eric A.T. Dieckman I
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Daniel Garces
Psychotherapist/Consultant

Free Phone Consultation

713.526.8390

Voted “Best Therapist” OutSmart
2000, 2001 & 2002
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Visir “Daniel’s Mind™ online at: www.dansmnd.nee
E-mail: dan77006@yahoo.com

86 FEBRUARY 2004 OutSmart

ReadOut

by Alton LaDay

CIVIL WORDS

A new book recounts
the Vermont gay-marriage struggle

ulitzer Prize-winning journalist
David Moats has authored one of the
most gripping accounts of the
modern gay civil-rights struggle. Civil Wars:
A Battle for Gay Marriage {Harcourt)
chronicles Vermont’s publie battle over the
legalization of gay marriage and the intimate
stories of the players behind the scenes.
Early in January, I had the opportunity
to discuss the inspiration for Civil Wars with
Moats and ask why a heterosexual man
would take on such an endeavor. As the
editorial page editor of the Rutland Herald,
Moats became a witness to what he called
“the most extraordinary story” he has ever
covered. He began to write a series of
fair and humane editorials for i
the paper that eventually
earned him the 2001 Pulitzer.
“I came to this story by history
and by luck,” Moats said. “Like
many of my generation, [ had
been touched by the power and
moral force of the civil-rights
movement.” Moats felt that this

disposition made him empathetic B

to the gay couples in Vermont
seeking the right to marry. 1 did not

come to the 1ssue as a gay man. [ came to it
as a journalist,” Moats said. “Like anyone
who manages to look beyond the distinctions
of sexual orientation, I was able to see a
truth that becomes inereasingly plain as the
curtains of bias are pulled aside.”

Moats sets the stage for his book (in
bookstores on February 2) by beginning with
the historical significance
of this lawsuit taking place
in Vermont. *If you look at
Vermont's history, you see
why the citizens consider
themselves people who
value equality,” he said. “It
was the first state to pro-
hibit slavery and hosted a
strong abolitionist move-
ment.” Moats demonstrated this climate
of tolerance with an anecdote from his
workplace. “Our editor for over 40 years was
an early opponent of MeCarthy and an early
supporter of the civil-rights movement in
the '60s,"” he said. “There was also an influx
of newcomers to the state in the '60s and

s —

1B ﬁn.!-“- e

Straight but not narrow: David Moats
won a Pulitzer for gay-marriage edi-
torials before writing Civil Wars (inset).

"T0s that brought a certain, more
modern-day liberalism.” Moats added that the
lack of influence that fundamentalist reli-
gion has on other states was another strong
factor. “There are fundamentalist churches
here, and there were religious groups that
spoke out against gay marriage, but not
nearly at the level you find in the South.”

I asked Moats to compare the civil-rights
struggle of the '60s to the gay marriage

Howard Dean made a point of meeting his critics
after the bill signing. “He would attend parties
at his opponents’ homes, allowing them to
attack him with their opinions, and he would
stand there and calmly talk to them.”

isgue. He said that the battles were very
similar, especially in the constitutional
rights aspect. But he views the gay marriage
issue as “more personal” to people, therefore
heightening the severity of its opposition.
“The color of your skin is obvious about
you. For example, your desire to sit at a —+
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Living God's Reconciling Love!
Join Us For Sunday Services
at 8:30 a.m. or 10:50 a.m.

BERING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Rev. Marilyn Meeker-Willloms, Senior Paxtor
1440 Harold Street at Mulberry + Houston, TX 77006
713.526.1017 * www.beringumc.org

R. Scott Yarish, M.D.
10565 Katy Fwy, Suite 100  713/467-0146

Llastic fr‘qyr{‘;f

Debra Keller, Patent Counselod
dkellerf@yarishmd.com

We at Town & Country Plastic Surgery
are committed to...
= Supporting the TG community by whatever means we are able
* Providing an environment whereby TG patients feel accepied,
comfortable and as stress free as possible
* To continual education and understanding of our TG patient needs
* To provide cosmetic services that will help TG patients
obtain a2 more feminine or masculine look that they desire
« To always do our best to make sure
that you will be happy with yourself and your changes

T wotdld bighly recommend Dr. Yarish for facial feminization or
any other cosmetic procedure. He is a skilled surgeon. "
-Nirole

Visit our website at www.transformingyou.com
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Q DUMPLING HOUSE

Chinese Restaurant

A Full Service Resfaurant-Nice Dining View

“...the best dumpling’s in town...”
— Houston Chronicle

OutSmart Card
complimentary soup
with entree

¥  Lunch Specials
7 days a week until 4:00PM

' FREE DELIVERY

(Minimum $12.00 - Tipping i1s appreciated )

2621 Shepherd #290 « Houston, TX 77098
P: 713.524.8410 « F: 713.524.4134

{at corner of Randall’s Supermarket upstairs with elevatar)
ORDER ONLINE AT WWW.AUNTIECHANGS.COM
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lunch counter to have lunch is an obvious
thing,” Moats said. “Your sexual orientation
is not obvious, and people’s reaction is much
more complex. People are uncomfortable
dealing with sexuality. Gays are not asking
to sit at a lunch ecounter. They want to
marry, which challenges something very
fundamental in people and touches on their
sense of morality, religion, and emotions.”

Former Vermont governor (and presi-
dential candidate) Howard Dean, who
signed the state’s civil-union bill, plays a
strong role in the book. I wondered why
Dean signed the bill in private. Moats
explained: “Bill signings are moments of
great triumph and victory. Supporters all
gather around and pictures are taken,
Dean said he wanted to avoid the
perception of celebrating, because the
battle had been so bitter and he did not
want to rub the opponents’ faces in it."
Immediately after the private signing in
his office, Moats recounted, Dean came out
and held a press conference stating that
he supported the merits of the bill. “He
didn’t mince words about it. He just wanted
to downplay the victory, not the support.”
Dean even made a point of meeting his
critics after the bill signing. “He would
attend parties at his opponents’ homes,
allowing them to attack him with their
opinions, and he would stand there and
calmly talk to them,” Moats said.

One of the biggest fears expressed by
oppanents of Vermont’s civil-union bill
was the possibility that the state would
become a haven for homosexuals, Two-
thirds of civil unions performed in Verment
have been performed on out-of-state
couples, Moats said, but he added that there
has not been a swell in the GLBT popu-
lation. “Many hotels and inns have taken
advantage of the new interest in Vermont
by offering special rates and packages
specifically marketed to the gay community,
but there has been no significant increase
in Vermont’s gay population.”

In the heated debates, and the fear and
venomous opposition to the gay marriage
issue, Moats said, the true reason for the
struggle was often lost: love. His account of
Vermont buffeted by a storm of soeial change
manages to chronicle the facts of the
historical case but remains focused on the
true issue, “When love shows up, it does not
always obey arbitrary social conventions,”
Moats writes in Civil Wars. “It is up to us to
follow where it leads. If it 1s love, it will not
be sinful, abusive, or otherwise wrong.”

Alton LaDay serves as public relations
committee chatir for the Human Righis
Campaign Houston.
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Outloud

by Sally Sheklow

hen I first started growing my

tail, it was just a spit curl—a tuft

at my nape barely long enough to

twirl around a finger, a wisp of deviation from
the lesbian norm.

Like most lesbians coming out in

the 1970s, 1 defied the patriarchy by

cutting off my hair. I blossomed

MAKING THE CUT

Or the sad tale of Sally’s tail

refused to be distracted by appearances. We
wanted freedom. Shirtless dykes circled
around campfires, sang to the female Divine,
and took turns shaving each other’s heads.
Cropped hair was our leshian ID.

| needed to look presentable for a job interview,

conforming with the nonconformists.

By the time I finished college and had
to find a job, my tail was nearly a foot long,
I kept it braided and tucked under my collar
out in the world. When [ chose, 1 let it loose.
During these final months of school,
I had no time for hair-cutting rituals,
and mine was getting bushy and wild.

during that golden era of dyke anti-  §0 | hit the bullet. | found a mi"ima"y‘ offensive I needed to look presentable for a job

ashi he . a Jecte . -
fashion when women rejected com
pulsory heterosexuality and tossed

dress at Goodwill and ventured beyond my food

interview, so I bit the bullet. T found
a minimally offensive dress at Good-

away our curlers—or made social com- GI}-I]I] [:[Imfl]l’t Zone iﬂtD an a[}tual grl][:ery Stﬂrﬂ will and ventured beyond my food

mentary art projects out of them.
Short hair liberated us. We'd be wom-
en, not chicks or ladies, and definitely
not girls. It felt funny to eall our 20-
something selves women, but there was
power in it. Dignity. And we got used to it.
During that Amazon Age, we dropped out
of the beauty industry on principle. We cut
our own hair or found a friend to do it. We

women were c’liﬁ(‘rn'ﬁring our power and

T | ’ 11
s\Whegler. AveniE Baptist Church
Free & apen to the community!

ReSUrrection MCC
2025 W. 11th St ~ Houston TX 77008 ~ 713-861-9149
WWW.resurrectionmcc.org

-
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where | bought pantyhose in a plastic egg.

[ liked the no-nonsense experience of a
buzz cut. But I missed having my hair to play
with, the feel of it down my back, a lover
stroking it. So I grew the tail. While I whole-
heartedly joined dykedom’s rebellion against
het standards, my tail freed me from

eo-op comfort zone into an actual
grocery store where I bought panty-
hose in a plastic egg (I focused on the
Goddess energy of The Egg). Then I
braved a salon.

I hadn’t seen that much pink since I was
swathed in it at birth. I flipped through the
stylebooks for an acceptable cut. One model
sported a minimal crop of curl on top, tapered
to a trim edge at the ears and neck, and slight

February 18, 2004
OUTSMART'S

10re ANNIVERSARY

PARTY

Celebrate our birthday with us!
Join us at Meteor trom 5:30 to
B p.m. for cake, special promations
and announcements, and door prizes
Cash bar. Everyone is invited.

RSVP: 71

3.520-7237.
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2306 Genesee « Houston, TX 77006
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sideburns—compliant enough for gainful
employment and butch enough to keep me
recognizable to other dykes.

“This one,” I showed the stylist. “Can you
make my hair look like that?”

“No problem.” My stylist was male, but
he was gay, so I made allowances. His blonde-
streaked coif seemed glued in place. Stylist
Man couldn’t wait te get his hands on my
unruly mop. I sat in a vinyl swivel chair sur-
rounded by mirrors. Nail polish fumes
poisoned the air, commingling with chem-
icals from various gels, mousses, and styling
sprays. With my hair flat and wet from sham-
pooing, my reflection looked like Moe the
stooge. Nyuk nyuk.

Stylist Man wielded his comb and
scissors in a flurry of lifting and snipping. |
closed my eyes—partly to protect myself from
the falling hairs, but mostly to keep from
witnessing my defoliation at the hands of the
beauty industry incarnate. No cirele of bare-
breasted chanting witches midwifed me
through this rite of passage—just the whir
of hair dryers and the thump of music and
the sulfur stench of perm solution

“Do vou want to keep your tail?” Stylist
Man asked.

“Yes, definitely!” Wasn't it obvious?
Apparently a man can't be expected to pos-
sess the intuition of a woman—even if he is
gay. | would certainly have made it clear if
I'd been ready to let go of my precious, care-
fully nurtured, laden-with-symbolism-and-
significance tail.

“Here you go, then.”

Stylist Man held out my disembodied tail.

It hung there from his fingertips. I
wanted to rewind, call for do-overs. |
struggled to register the instant reality of a
done deal. I was tailless. Nothing unique or
creative or rebellious about me. Just a salon
customer with a haircut out of a book.

My defiance symbol was gone. No tail
to make me different, to signify my rebel

spirit. That tail had been my amulet of

individuality. Now I had no outer freak flag
to fly.

After that I stopped cutting my hair
altogether. These days it does what it wants
and is happy that way. Occasionally, [ rifle
through my underwear drawer and pull
out the long narrow box that holds my old
tail. It seems so sedate now—just a limp,
lifeless braid. But it reminds me of how
nervy I once was to break from the norm.
| Reminds me I've
always had the wild-

me no matter what.
| Writer Sally Sheklow

| grows her own hair
|| in Eugene, Oregon.
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DineQut

by Eric A.T. Dieckman

FOOD FOR LOVE

Celebrate Valentine’s Day with a romantic dinner out

ood. Its aphrodisiac qualities are limitless. If that weren’t true, why would soe many dates begin with dinner?

Valentine’s Day is the pinnacle of such goings-on. To ease your romance planning, here’s an averview of a few

places—some new-ish, some old favorites—that may make vour special night all the more special.

Noche Cocina y Bar

2409 Montrose Blvd.

713/529-8559

Feel like Mexican but would rather some-
thing more adventurous than typical Tex-
Mex? This is your place. A hot spot for
maragaritaphiles, Noche also serves excel-
lent dishes to accompany the cocktails. The

kitchen is always open to suggestions, so if

crawfish enchiladas are not on the menu,
jJust ask. With so many delights on the menu
already, you won't need to order off the
menu. The Gulf snapper boat could not be
juicier. The chicken pibil offers tropical flair,
with moist chicken wrapped in a banana

leaves.

Osaka Japanese Restaurant

515 Westheimer

713/633-9098

Seriously, the guality is difficult to beat.
Sushi lovers have commented that the fatty

tuna here is unmatched. With outgoing staff

and management and a heart-of-the-
Montrose locale, how can you go wrong?
While the surroundings are chic, Osaka is
not packed to the gills with annoyingly
1r+,-;ul:.— automatons, For dessert, try the
green tea, red bean, or mango ice creams.
They're a refreshing delight

Pepino’s Italian Restaurant

1421 Richmond

713/522-9044

Since Pepino's is located next door to
Michael's Outpost bar, you could spend a full
evening's worth of activity here without
parking more than once. Chef Pepe encour-
ages diners to bring their own wine to ac-
company their meal, be it osso bucco, risotto,
or a juicy filet mignon.

Ragazza Italian Bar & Grill

920 Studemont

T713/864-3700

www.ragazzahouston.com

Formerly Rivendell, the place now offers
upscale Italian dining. With ultra-high ceil-
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Shade Cafe

250 W 19th St.

713/863-7500

www.shadeheights.com

In Kaldi Café's old spot in the Heights,
Shade Café offers a stylish modern
minimalist feel that really stands out.
Despite its upscale menu and sur-
roundings, the place is casual-friendly.
Prices are midrange ($11.50-$25.50)
but the value is high for those looking
to satisfy sophisticated palates. The
menu offers savory fascinations like
mushroom phyllo strudel, roasted
couscous stuffed tomato, and pecan-
erusted confit of duck leg. Pop in for
coffee and dessert. The strong
cappuccino goes well with the choco-
late cherry croissant bread pudding
and dollop of vanilla bean ice eream.

ings and lots of space between tables,
Ragazza feels anything but cramped. For
those who would rather just have a wine and
maybe some hors d'oeuvre (try the stuffed
mushrooms), a few love seats assembled in
a corner near a grand piano encourage cozy
lounging

Riva's Italian Restaurant
1117 Missouri
713/529-3450

Lovers of Southern Italian fare will find joy

in the endless "‘"|]]|'|." u[-;_';u'fit_' hread, not to
mention the veal and pastas galore set
amidst lush tropieal surroundings. Just a
little peckish? The house salad comes well
recommended by regulars

Sorrento Ristorante

415 Westheimer

713/627-0609

www.sorrentohouston.com

Abbas Husseim, formerly of Michelangelo’s,
has opened this tranquil, candle-lit [talian
spot an lower Westheimer. Specialties in-
clude veal osso buco, cioppino seafood soup,
and an array of rich pasta dishes. For a
Valentine’s dessert, perch at the semicircu-
lar bar with your beloved and share a choco-
late truffle terrine with walnut whipped
cream, Sambuea sauce, and white chocolate

espresso bark.

Tila’s Restaurante & Bar

1111 S. Shepherd

713/522-7654

Tex-Mex with pizzazz, Traditionalists and
culinary adventurists can both find satis-
faction here. Standards like chili rellenos
are countered by spicy pork tenderloin me-
dallions with basil-mint pesto. After the
meal, the spicy-sweetness of anche-fudge pie
will surprise you. On February 14, Tila’s will
offer a three-course-meal-with-champagne
special.

Eric Dieckman also interviewed artist Missy
Gendtile for this issue.

Special Romantic Valentine’s Celebration
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by Tim Brookover

Out of Town

VIVA VEGAS?

Britney can get a quickie wedding on the Sirip. You can’t.

Stripped: Britney Spears picked the
Vegas Strip (inset) for her quickie
marriage. You probably can't legally
wed, but you can hit the town for a
commitment ceremony and stay at
the Blue Moon Resort.

hank goodness some of the nation’s
prominent personalities are striving
to preserve the sanctity of man-
woman marriage (which obsesses politicians
of both damn parties):

* Barely a year after their carnival
wedding, Liza Minnelli and David
Gest split. He has sued for alleged
booze-fueled abuse. She counter-
sued, accusing him of stealing.

* Though dead, segregationist
right-winger Strom Thurmond
caused a stir when the child he
fathered with his family’s under-
age black maid made their rela-
tionship public. After siring the
girl, Thurmond had kept her dis-
tant while marrying a woman—

not his daughter’s mother—and
starting another family, which
was stunned by the new-sister
revelation.

¢ Either out of champagne-
besotted rebellion or just-for-fun
kookiness, Britney Spears wedded

94 FEBRUARY 2004 CutSmart

e
“

184

T .
TR & ]

childhood chum Jason Alexander

in & 5:30 a.m. ceremony in Las

Vegas. With some prompting by a

livid Mama Spears, Britney signed
annulment papers 55 hours later.

These sterling examples of nuptial
propriety can get hitched, with all the rights
and privileges afforded to state-sanctioned
marriage. Naturally, we evil homos cannot,
for surely our wicked, wicked ways would
undermine marriage—perhaps driving
i|I]],ﬂ'l'i‘.‘:.‘-.]lll'l_:ih'lll' |1|'r1_~[':1:-' to tlt'Il;I\.'[‘ |||\i ‘.'L'ILH_
Liza and David or Strom or Britney and
Jason. We can’t have that, no sir,

If you are reading this magazine, you no
doubt can’t pull a Britney and get a legal
quickie wedding. Sorry. Bul you ean wing
to Vegas for Valentine's Day and have a
commitment ceremony, then stand on the
Strip with a “Britney could get married.
Why can’t we?” placard.

While in Vegas, men might want to check
into the new gay-owned Blue Moon Resort.
In addition to rooms and suites, this boys-
only hotel (B66/7958-9194, www.bluemoon

lv.com) features a Jacuzzi grotto with

waterfall, steam room, and pool. During
February, rates start at $99 per night ($159
for Valentine’s Day weekend). Warning,
Britney impersonators: Blue Moon is not
located on the Strip.

Women and those male l'HIJI,I]l_'!-': not
interested in other, well, male company
might gravitate toward the Las Vegas Gay
Hotel. Special deals include Got Married
Last Night package, which offers a small
cake and bubbly. Rates at the gay-owned
gpot (800/574-4450, www.lasvegasgay
hotel.com) begin at $75 per night. A gay
wedding, er, commitment ¢eremony chapel
is located on the grounds.

The Little White Wedding Chapel, where
a jeang-and-tummy-shirt-clad Ms. Spears
launched her brief marriage, will not
perform same-gender ceremonies. After all,
we can't have gqueers disrespecting the
heoliest of unions, can we?

Tim Brockover wrote aboutl LaStrada in the
December 1sstie.

Thereisstill a
Wonderful Gay
Guesthouse
on Galveston
Island.,

G?Dﬂ radise

GUESTHOUSE

2317 Avenue P, Galveston Island, Near Texas

1-877-919-6677 = 409-762-6677

Voted “The Best” by OutSmart Readers

HAPPY MARDI GRAS

Center for Healthy Sexuality

Treatment of:

* Intimacy & Relationship Issues

* Obsessive Compulsive Disorders

* Sexual Addictions
* Internet Addictions

* Depression/Anxiety Disorders

* Court Assesment & Evaluations

* Sex Offender Treatment

713.785.7111

Barbara S. Levinson Ph.D., RN, LMFT

Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

Certified Sex Therapist Diplomate

Certified Sex Addiction Therapist Supervisor
2400 Augusta Dr. = Suite 120 » Houston TX 77057

=RSVPVACATIONS "=
N0/ PR AN NOVVY ON -
- 2816 1P cAUISES o

FEBRUARY
WESTERDAM

CARIBBEAN

SEPTEMBER
O0STERDAM

ALASKA

1 TALL MAST SAILING

ON STAR CLIPPERS
ROYAL CLIPPER

MARCH
WINDWARD
ISLANDS

CONCIERGE
TRAVEL, INC.

13.661.2 11787 877.775.961¢

For Spring Fun... Just Add Water!

Beach Play

Seawall
Jog

=

Beach Fun for =
Easter Weekend

the Family,

Spring
is in the Air! Island wide Activities. ~2004!
One Bedroom April 9 &10, Eag Hunt,
Condos, THE rates from

§108*/night,
2 night minimum.

Sun-Thur rates
per night, from

$79°

/ICTORIA}
L conpo-HoTEL:

& CONFERENCE CENTER
A Suite for the Price of a Room
6300 Seawall Boulevard * Galveston
800-231-6363 = 409-740-3555 * www.VictorianCondo.com

*plus HOA fee and tax. Rate valid through April 30, 2004, Not valid holidays or special event weekends. ‘@”
Based on availability. Subject to Increasa.. e
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stories full of wry wit. The Inprint Brown Reading Series Reconciliation. Tution to the workshop Includes six
5 Russo to read from his work $5
.-—ntf,.n’ seniors, 7:30 pm at the Alley Theatre, &

1/521-2026 ©

free 0.  vegetanan meals and snacks, lodging and a
to Whaleness course boolk. $.200 (schalorshi

pm Friday through 4 pm Sunday at Blackwood

presents

xas Ave, For more infermation; 713
WAMALIND O -INC. G

13=18 (Fri-Sun)
DigThis, Mister Fix-It. The 18th Annual Sp
fen Show presents everything v
ow about gardening, décar,

C

Center, six miles north of Hempstead, For nformation:
713/699-8424 979/830-5210, bbhardtfimail escd.com,
1 or albrightv@vahoo.corm.

uld 24 Tue
Heinz 57. Moted conductor and

Home & C

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENTLISTING:
a few lines of info about your event;
date/time; cost location/address: or-
ganization name; AND two phone
numbers—one for QuiSmart te reach
you for questions and one for OutSmart
readers to get more info an your event. |
Mail info to: OutSmart Magazine,
3406 Audubon Place, Houston 77006.
Faxinfoto:713/522-3275. E-mail info
to: calendar@outsmartmagazine.com.
NO LISTINGS CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER
THE DEADLIME DATE-WED., FEB.11.

evar Wart 1¢ composer and worid

sicality, this t a more lovely, liveable space.

do and see are the Annual

Tormel JD YOUur Nome &
ed to the list of thi

Leisure

foods. Fnday nigh
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HIVY Testing. HCHD Thomas 5
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setlist e 3 W S tas
from Czech Ba-ocu: mias-
ter Jan Dismas Zelenka, a

ry of Bach
harmanic

0 pet

contempar

known for his

inventiveness, $30, 730 pm

e Menil Collection,

nl"f [Men.-Sal.)
I-IIVTestlng The Mantros

or www.dacamera.com
28 (Sat

¢ Run for the Bulls. Hey

cowboyz and

cowgrrls,

y's up T ri-runt The
| AN ocoPhilips
I cludesa 10K
i COMPULSION < rin and
P I arm; | L
Midtowne

Directed by Richard Fleischer, this
1959 film is based on a novel about

m. Thursday: Al

Frwy.4-8 pm; BR the infamous Leopold and Loeb case of the
i "'F d i '20s wherein two wealthy Chicago men,
i Mt TRy played by a young Dean Stockwell (pic-

am;

tured, left) and Bradford Dillman, murder
a young boy for sport. The two confess to
the police and the papers, then find an

20 (Fri) attorney who struggles to keep them out

nfo: 7131831 Classic Romance. Jo- 5 canital punishment. Represented by
T (Sat aiting | i nannes Brafms 1= cof e renee Darrow in real life (famous for
Peking Tuck (and Roll.) Ferfc rer P b sidered the last of the g

his work in the Scopes “monkey trial”), the
killers’ onscreen mouthpiece is the
flamboyant Jonathan Wilk (Orson
Welles). John M. Clum examines this film
in chapter five of his book He's All Man:
Learning Masculinity, Gayness, and Love
from American Movies. The title of the
chapter is “Gay Killers.” Compulsion plays
Saturday, February 21, 6 pm, at Houston's
Museum of Fine Arts. $6. Info: 713/639-
7515 or www.mfah.org/films. —ED

unbelievable and nearly i POSSIDNE ACTs

n her last few tours, Margaret Cho has entertained crowds both GLBT and

straight from a distance at huge rooms like The Verizon Theater. This time,

she returns to a more intimate club getting at The Improv, Houston's new
branch of the famous chain of national comedy A-rooms. * Why return to a comedy
club? She's developing material for a new tour, like The Notorious C.H.0O, The new
subject matter will not be as ribald as the last tour. “I don't even know what it’s going :
to be yet,” she told us. “It's going to be pretty topical, according to what’s happening in ‘
the news,” especially the war in Irag. This subject has become the hot topic. Henry
Rollins's current spoken-word tour covers it, too. But Cho’s new show will not be 100%
ies this heteroaexuaI Qﬁm@ﬂy Spears] get married and have it
% s

ateiy*ﬁs Dke"Yﬁ “
gay couples want

that and have want-
ed it for

Housten, 333 5, Jensen at
For information: 281/ Jt’r p
20 & 27 (Fri.& )
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Wampler blurs the

Bilingue de
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i-_u_:"|||_u,J

n Texas, Claude |
Barog =t

28 & 29

Hints from Eloize. In the

visual and ErCUry

What: Margaret Cho
When: Feb. 6, 8 & 10:30 p.m., Feb. 7, 7 & 9 p.m. A
Where: The Improv, Marg*E Center, 7620 Katy Fwy @ Silber p b e s
How much? 527 Infeo: 713/333-8800, w W\'..lmprmhuuntc:n.cum 1117 East Fuw :
or www.margaretcho.com 2713-8346 or wwwidiversewor
— === 20-22
> it e Peace Qut. "Rer

Also at mmmmm 12-15 Jake manmmmmmnmm wilh 4 Ueckoan = (e
hﬁlﬂu act, The show ofihe, 12th lﬂ raiser arranged ' :

create an int
at 8 pm at

DiverseWorks
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community
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building, and metho

uantum

ELECTRIC

LICENSED & BONDED
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

®* Home Inspections
* Service Upgrades
* New Construction
® Renovations

713-824- 5118\

Resndennal & Cammerclal

Specializing in
Personality-Guided
Therapy

.. ISE BVEry
pE. s0n 1S LII'IH.]LJI.Z'

I'd Be Glad To Help You
» Build Self-Esteem
* Improve Relationships
* Overcome

= Stress and Fears

- Depression

DEBORAH DENSON, LMSwW-ACP

» Licensed Master of Social Work
+ Advanced Clinical Practitioner

2900 Weslayan Suite 535 » 713-850-7225

TAKE TIME FOR YOU

massage therapy

Adrian Sanders, RMT

REGISTERED MASSAGE THERAPY

>> SPORTS

>> RELAXATION

>> DEEP TISSUE
> THERAPEUTIC

-> EAR CANDELING

832.250.9475
325 Heights Blvd
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New! Empower 2004 has moved to Pride Week.
June 12th & 13th « Sat1 -8 pm & Sun 12 -5 pm

Get to the ever-popular Business Expo, Job Fair
and the Performing and Visual Arts happening
that make Empower a great event.

-
g ‘;_'ﬂ\ '-'t':i

FREE GIVEAWAYS
DOOR PRIZES M
¥\ ENTERTAINMENT \_»
- SHOPPING
) NETWORKING )
ROCK CLIMBING

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

And this year we've
added more attractions
to the list, including:

Pet Pavilion, Kids Pavilion

Home & Garden, Performing Arts

Visual Arts, Food and Beverage Service
Big Time Entertainment

<= GOOD FOOD =p

For information about becoming a
vendor or sponsor, and associated
benefits, contact the Chamber at
www.ghglcc.org or call 713.523.7576

= ECHELON - H—
ﬁ (]ulem.lrl @

& Leshian
RAINBDW
Pages~
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[Nicks lyrics: Part of the i.A\.-"'L ¢ for the Performing Arts

# House of Yes. In Wendy MclLeod's story of family
firctis

ter IlIU|l|

PERFORMING ARTS

Q Blrthdoy from Hell. The u

A
travalls. A

PLANNING AHEAD °
.-_W—

March & 5
H.M.5. Pinafore. L=t yr

id remain and Englis

W ship =31 the ocean blue

Curtainup@iw

# Fallen Angels. Noel Coward wrote this bold tale

Rent. The rockin' youthful musical base # Our Country:The Histor-y ofCoun:ry'Music. *

“Properly done, modern dental care should NEVER hurt,

should not be stressful and should last a long time.”

See what 2004
has in store for you.

We employ the best and newest technigues and
materials because YOU are our
first and only concern.

My practice is not a “clinic” setting!

YOU get quality time, one patient at a time.
Every time. Come see how much difference
a nonclinical setting makes for comftort!

Strict adherence to cutting-edge
sterilization of all instruments
and facilities.

Bruce W. Smith

Personal, Relationships & Business Readings
Past Life Regressions « Raiki Master « Astralogy Tape Series

1006 MISSOURI ST.

Hours By Appointment

713.529.4364

Consultations by Appointment Only
Call 713/529-5842

Gift Certificates « Credit Cards Accepted

amail: LillyCath@ aol.com » www.cybersim.com/hermes

Restorative, Cosmetic and Preventative Dentistry for Adults Since 1987
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Embarrassing
Criminal

History?

www.sealyourrecords.com

Specializing in:

* Kitchens/Baths

* Room/Roof Eniurgements
* Built-in Cabinets

* Entertainment Centers

* Door Replacements

* Patio Extensions/Covers
* Siding & More

SEE OUR
Newsletter at
www. kjmconst.com

KIJM Construction
J0+Years Experience

Ken: 281.924.1136

| Special Sale!
15% OFF

ONITAAdOWINE

ruzesad mour

Pm
A Premiere ﬁ

Ch.anln;,, Service
since 1989.

* Family owned and operated
s Move in-out
e Travel in team with supervisor
s Weekly-bi-monthly-one-time
® Specialists in detail cleaning
® Packing or unpacking for relocating
» Bonded for your protection

YOU OWE YOURSELF
A PROFESSIONAL
HOME CLEANING SERVICE
Free estimate by phone

713-895-2766

MASSAGE

MIND = BODY = SOUL
* Swedish

* Deep Tissue
* Relaxation
* Montrose Location

RMT34440
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THE PRODUCERS

Broadw ay

el Brool

hysterical (and most awarded in
history) musical makes its |
way to Houston with some new cast |

members. Lewi

his run on Broadwe
stock, the role he orig
tional tour (pictured at right). Alan Ruck
(pictured below), who played alongside
Matthew Broderick as
Ferris Bueller's Day Off

of

played by

Leo Bloom,

Broadway

Showtimes vary
22 at the Hobhy
Bagby. For tickets: 713/629-
3700 or www.broadway

s hilarious film cum |

Stadlen returns from |
to play Max Baily-

originally

Broderick on

anter, 800

acrossamerica.com and www
ticketmaster.com. —ED

& From the ered Up F:J'es oers Basil E. Frank-
rother |amie run
i Metro

weiler, (

wway fron

21-1894

fThe Snc-w Queen. | ]
ed Gerda and Kal, Gerd:

Dardt

inated for the na- |

neron Frye in
umes the role

# After Hours. Saturdays, midnight to 3 am. Featur-

K |_| 301 FM. 7
[ ] Queer Voices.

AR'I'/ PH OTOGRAPHY

# Grass. !
15 d photle

NATIONAL TOUR FUN FACTS

4 404 costumes

# 130 wigs

# 400 props

& 27 aclors

# 3 stage managers

# 28 traveling crew members

# 16 horny little old ladies

# 24 orchestra members

# 10,000 beads on the Chrysler dress

# 208 gold coins on each Producer babe dress
# 17-must costume changes by one chorus member
# 12-most hair changes by one chorus member
# 10 semi-lrucks to travel

# 3 company pels and one hlack cat

4 9 official show-hirds

# 80 gallons of waler consumed by cast in one week
# 24 Dixon Ticonderoga pencils

# 75 loads of laundry

& 40 lap shoes

& 22 Hitler moustaches

& 2,000 hairpins used per week

# 2 wheelchairs

# 6 broken-leg casts

# 1 trick sausage

.
p Ax PLUMBING
SERVICE
Women-Owned & Operated
Plumbing Service Since 1985

* Residential » Commercial
* New Construchion

* Repairs & Remodeling

* Bullding Maintenance

Amelia Reed
License #J-28054

Call 713/698-5012 e
| 713/939-1652 » Hours: Mon-Sat. |

PATRICK ). VACHON
L.MS.W,, A.C.P.

L er llfie(l lI\IJ\h(}

Thm'apmt &
Workshop
Presenter

Certified Sexual
Addiction
Therapist

Phone: 713.524.1771
Email:VachonP)@aol.com

1712 Fairview
Houston, Texas 77006-1711

www.imagohealing.com

CALENDAR
DEADLINE

for OutSmart’s March issue:
Wednesday,
February 11,5 p.m.

oy

THe Power of ToucH

/—\\ ¢ -
MASSAGE

s

Gift Certificate

Se hablaEspanc!
. &
20% off with valid student ID
Call Israel

832.567.089%6

MASSAGE
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Business News

Jack Richardsan Il
(r) has joined OutSmart
magazine as advertising
and marketing specialist,
Richardson’s experience
includes 14 years in radio =S
in Austin, Houston, and Victoria. ?
He most recently worked &t
KHMX-FM Mix 96.5 as director 2
of programming. His r=apun-.|h|I|1:es l"II:l'I[‘Pﬂ marketing
concepts and strategies, concert and eveml marketing, and
charity fundraising. In the community, Richardson volunteers
with KPFT-FM 80.1, the Sierra Club, and groups that work
for human rights, health-care reform, and environmental
protection. Richardson can be reached at Jack@
outsmartmagazine.com or 713/520-1237

Pamala Oslie, the author of Life Colars and Make Your
Oreams Come True, visits Houston to give workshops on
February 10-12, Oslie will speak on “Your Aura Colors—What
They Say About You" at Body, Mind & Soul
Bookstore (4344 Westheimer) on February 10, 7-8:30
pm. On February 11, 7-9:30 p.m,, the Santa Barbara-based
psychic will again give her aura workshop at Dakota
Gallery (2324 Sheam). Oslie will present her workshop
“Our New Reality” on February 12, 7-9:30 p.m., at Dakota
Gallery. The fees are $30 for the February 10 event, and $45
in advance ($55 at the door) for the February 11 and 12 events
More infa: B05/687-6604 or www Auracolors.com.

A Wight, of @f?@dy

Renefiting Veeast Cancec Awaceness

T hursday, February 12 = Doors open at 6:30 p.m., show at 8:30
The Improv Houston = 7620 Katy Freeway in MargE Center = 713.333.8800
100% of the §$15 ticket price benefits Pink Ribbons Project.

(There is a minimum purchase of two items in the showroom.)
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Joe Marcinkowski will soon open a new Metro
Retro Furniture location at 1665 Westheimer and
Dunlavy. Dedicated to mid-century modern furnishings, Metro
Retro sells original vintage pieces and reproductions by some of
the era’s famous fumiture designers, including Charles and Ray
Eames, George Nelson, Jean Pruvé, Ame Jacobsen, and lsamu
Noguehi. Owner Marcinkowski collects furniture from the mid-
20th century and often locates specific pieces for other avid
collectors. Metro Retro's warehouse is located at 405 Preston in
Pasadena, At press time, the new store (in the former Houston
Futon location) was sel to open on March 1. Contact
Marecinkowski at joe @ metroretrofumiture.com or 713/473-0000

). Todd Partridge (|) of

Partridge Properties has

received the prestigious Certified

International Property Specialist
_ (GIPS) designation, presented by
= the National Association of Reaitors.
& Partridge joins a worldwide referral
« network of global real-estate prac-
& fitioners with expertise in working
* with international clients. Partridge
Properties specializes in residential sales in Houston's close-in
neighborhoods as well as commercial representation across
the metropolitan area. The Partridge international division
assists huyers with property acquisition and consulting primarily
in Mexico. Partridge Properties is located at 3230 Yoakum
Bivd. The phone numbers are 713/528-1184 and B00/328-1184.

EutSmart's own Eric AT, Dieckman (pictured) is the
opening act for Jake Johannsen (with special guest
Maria Bamford) for this special fundraiser arranged
by Dieckman to benefit Pink Ribbons Project, a locally
hased breast cancer awareness group.

bl el o W il
Ao/ A, I el

Frepo rFraRs

& SERVI

Ffeetymlqer

CALL ME DIRECT!

-ﬂ 281-206-5332

-

¢ ({. '8

2Il4llll i= 45 HIIII'I'I'I

www.fredhaasfleeti@email.com [2 EXITS NORTH OF FM 1960)

l SPECIAL CENTER EVENTS IN FEBRUARY

2/5-2/8 KPFT Election Ballot Count 2/13  In Our Own Write Poetry Night
2/5  Men of All Colors Together Organizational Meeting  2/19  NO HATE Houston Area Tolerance Education

21 Reality Selling with Mattison Grey 2/71  Postive Art Workshop Silent Auction Benefit
978 FrosdomTo Wonry Doy N g at dovidlewisIMAGES/Midtown Photography

Plus: American Veterans for Equal Rights, Bi-Net Houston, Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of Commerce, Houston Big Men's Club, Houston
Gay & Leshian Chamber of Commerce, Lesbian Film Night Lesbian Coming Out Group, Mending & Stitching, New Covenant Christian Church,
PFLAG Houstan, Q-Patrol, SI.STERS., STAG (Some TrnrlsQE|'|rier5 Are Guys), Team Houston, Texas Association for Transsexual Support,
University of Houston GLOBAL, Women's Game Might

UMDY BALEE

L Ken Claude
\ in his new studio.

Ken Claude, voted Best Massage Therapist in the latest
Gayest & Greatest reader survey (“So Gay, So Great,”
October 2003) has moved his studia to a new facility, located
between Montrose and River Oaks. He now offers showers for
clients who need to return to work after appointments. Contact
Claude at 713/240-3538. W

281 297 7Illlll

Congratulations on
10 years, OutSmart!
Thanks for your support!

Check out our new web site for details:
www.HoustonGLBTCommunityCenter.org lb

Communiry Center

W (e Hiwor i Hlarson

Houston GLBT Community Center
3400 Montrose Blvd. Suite 207 | 713.524.3818 | www.houstonglbtcenter.org
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BAR & (LUB GUIDE

HOUSTON CLUB TOYZ

Lafin |'Irlll')ﬁ hip rn:-_ salsa, ond merengue flavor fhis Soufh
ts Lodies Might

IR's/SANTA FE
This Monlross standord offe
to kornoks Look for Caro

Teafures from pool fobles, tobie doncess

BOCADOS * ford and Geoma Ko amed best
On Wednesday nights, women pack this Mexicon restaurant fo cotering to Ihe over-25. Africon America n growd, 5322 barenders in the 2002 Goyest & Greatest Ours ader poll, 808
S B : e Glenmon! = 713/868-4892 Pocific = 7 1-2619
doncing ond sociali siorsof 11 o.m. and losts i

Hil 3 In the affemoon
BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM

The BRE, Hou: 5 lpading couniry-westam bor IS oot

Midtown, just ¢ 086, Expect 1o sea soma fast ond 1o

two-stepping. Great ben WS often take place on ¥

night. 2400 Brazos » 713/52

28-9192
ERIAR PATCH

312 .n-“.' Alaboma = 713/523- CLUB XC’APE KEYS WEST

ur... s Friday,
marks 1h 2 and of the weak

tecturir

2 & provides o knockoul skyline view, B17 Wast Dalias
= T13/571-T870 = warw kayswas! com

MANGO VIDEO LOUNGE
Localed nexd fo Club Ir this naw ¥

hos o 15-loof vide

Ona of he o i
Briar Pateh BE"IND IHE BAR D Kanmy Jomma ho:
funes ot fhe plor - nay Rock = 7
* 713/665 WHO: German Gutierrez MARY'S

BRICKS Il WHERE: Monirose Mining srod biafty it
This nelghbiorocd jo S  Company (805 Pacific, 's Ilr:fsl
mushe, busy nbles, cold drofl, o ol cowdbioy -p IEn 8 ¢ busy af ’HII:i
haot. Regulars rula at fhis low-kay spot 7 Ta 13/528- ?488 3/527-0660
528-8102 WHAT'S UP: Check out the

Mining Company on Friday
and Saturdoy nights for the
800 Pacific Block Parly, with

BUCHANAN'S
This club recently openad in Southeas! Houston near Hobhby
Almport. Buchanon's offers Amanioan ond Lofing dance ie

1|u waImean
o Pride parada g -r':I marshal in
23-0747

3

Diana Jacksan hosts f y anid Salungay night shows
Pork Pioce = 8 1116 drink-price promo alternating »

CHANCES/THE NEW amma spor among the Mine, Santa Fe, ar y
This thissn 1 stylish gicsswore

JR's Bar & Grill, eng

M1 of Ihie week

ToCk, of 3
Thussday, W Beach with no ca! tar drinks and
Wastheimar = T13/5 * Wiww.males

10:30 and 1 TiREEN
CLUB BIG YO = 44

for Rick's ohili oo

MO MONG

WWWLC! JE\'E IOy0.COMm

CL UB KALI PSO

ib offers hot Lofin m
d 50150 as well a3 |

MONTROSE MINING COMP#HY
Graal-look| ole dancers 1
ol this le .JEﬁn' ",.[.I.l The
lor viewing fha Pocific

provicas 4

ng dishnguish
710 Pocific

CLUB RAINBOW
Wealcoming a m

nirose. The W
Thursdoy, and
2-6186

PEARL
Prometer Eduardo Elizonde now hosts o Thursday gay night of
this swonky new club In the downlown club dishict. Hop on the

2306 Geneser @ Fairview Houston, TX 77006 | ¥13.521.0122

L Would you like your business to profit from this space? L]

Monthly Gay & Lesbian Spending Patterns
3 times per month « GOESTO A CLUB OR BAR 2 times a week

® ) ST ®
Call 713.520.7237

OUT 4-5 times per week = ATTENDS LIVE PERFORMANCE
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Metro train ond heod north. 310 Main = 713/528-5736 =
wiwwpaorinouston.com

PRIVE

Thia |.4-_1r|u ol fhis

5 the lively Weslhaimer/
sdas smartly dressed gays
thaimar » 713/622-2642

SCOT |d Hoor spat oyer

RAINBOW ROOM
This gathering spot norh of Houston hos o casuol nelghborhood
atmesphere. The pool lablas S I
Boulevard = 281787

RICH'S HOUSTON

Evan offer mora ihan 20 years, e iconic two-story danc

draws an anergetic crewd, Techno light and loser shows anhance e 3 e ) b -
pumped-up music. 2401 Son Jocinio = 713-759-96508 « www.richs- : . 8 ; i | e p P 1 C e O
houston.com . S \ : B, N

beauty just

RIPCORD
OuiSmort reoders named s spol
lactier In the Goyes! & Greoles] poll
|Lpafhar Shop salls treosures for he herfleviiuniiom crowd. 7156
Foirviaw = 713r521-2792 » www. ripcordjoumal com

611 HYDE PARK PUB
On Friday ond Sohurdoy nights, this neighborhood spot offers greal
buffet dinners. Fehures include o beoulliul gasden-style patio, 811
Hydea Park = 713/526-7070

SOUTH BEACH
The techno-chic sound system keeps shir
Inta tha night. In the Gayas! & J
this spol the best club affer 2 o.m. 810 Pocific
= www. SouthBeachThaNighiclub com

VIVIANA'S
This cluty near downdown appeals 1o fons of Lolino music and dog
alike. 5218 Washinglon = 713/862-0203

got more
asonable.

Conroe

RANCH HILL ShLDDN

Locoled 30 miles norfh of

Is, liva e.‘.l-_-lndl'lllu!

s
Airpod Rd. = 836/441-6

BLVD SALOON

n me Gayast & Gro

aca 1o

I the Gull {II]; agwill Bled, =
galvasion_com

GARZA'S KON TIKI

ocoled downic

ad this spat e

g g
whww bilvde

Supercall Service now
available,

$1 495

Supercut Il reg. $16.95

www supercuts com

ith any oth
Ol [0y |J|Il'|

Tkl is sf

chub and

3413 Kirby Drive
Houston, Texas 77098

Telephone: 713.523.2292

SUPERCU IS

Gharlas Pe :
offer bear, wins, and sehips

ROBERT'S LAFITTE

A real neighborhood bar, Mis is!

THIRD COAST by
This naw club has opanad in Me formar Jimemy )
The wiall of windows sfill offars o greal view of the
M & 408/766-6811

PET SITTING
IN THE HEIGHTS

* Experienced * Bonded
* Professional = References Available

Beaumont

Who’s watching your kids
when you’re away?

THE COPA
The hangout for Lamar University students, this hwo-shory danes
has poo! fobles, o spocious o stoircase thal would make
MNarmio Des i grean with anvy. 304 Orleans = 405/832-4206

CROCKETT STREET |
Formarly known as Mory's Plooe, this club recently changed hands
ond nome. Miss Olivia Gordener host ierit Might on Tuasday. On
Sumday, Loline Nigh! incl 5 Latir mi an all-Latino ilusionis!
shaw, 485 Crockedt » 408, 4344

HOOLIGAN'S
Though primority o women's bar, this just-epensd club 15 open fo all
Feotures inclisde karnoke night on Wed. & requent Ive music, especially
on Fridoys & Soturdoys: 6025 Morfin Luther King = 408/832-0808

Compelitive Rates:
$20/day (2 +visits) or S10/visit.
SPECIAL 25% CASH, OR
NEW CLIENT DISCOUNT!

s IN THE

4 R S « HEIGHTS

PET SITTING IN THE HEIGHTS
713/869-3698

Have bar or club news?
Send if to clubguide@outsmartmagazine.com.

THESE ARE NOT MODELS. THESE ARE ACTUAL CLIENTS!
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OutSmart Marketplace

-ACCOMMODATIONS

BEACH GETAWAY IN GALVESTON. Fabulous
selection of beachfront, beachside, and
bayfront Fomes. Weekly and weekend rentals.
Sand 'N Sea Pirates Beach. Call 800/880-2554
for a free brechure or visit www.sandnsea.com
for photes, information and Weekend Specials.

THE LOVETT INN

ordable luxury in the hearl of
Montrose.  Beautifully  ap-
pointed rooms for both business and
leisure travelers. All raoms have direct dial
g‘r‘}mas privale bath, breakfast, and color
s, Also available VCR, FAX, Jacuzzi
suftes, pool, and spa. Walk Io clubs, res-
taurants, shopping, and public transporta-
tion. Convenient to Downtown, Galleria,
Medical & Convention Centars.

713/522-5224

RAINBOW RANCH
Gay & Leshian camp grounds
located on Lake Limestone
in Gentral Texas.

Tent & RV Camping
www.rainbowranch.net = 888.875.7596

ROCKIN' R' RANCH
Gay & Lesbian RV PARK/camp grounds
with showers and comfort stations,
Northwest of Houston. For information
& resaryation: 936/894-3779

www.RockinRRanch.net

SPECTACULAR FRENCH VACATION, Wine
tours, antique shopping, gay honeymoons, bik-
ing, canoeing on the wild Loire River, horse-
back riding, goll, chateaux, cooking courses
pardens and great food. See our website:

www.moulinbregeon.com

«ATTORNEY

« CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

OFFERING

TAX PREPARATION, TAX PLAN-
NING, ACCOUNTING & GENERAL

CONSULTING SERVICES

TO SMALL BUSINESSES, INDIVIDUALS

AND NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS.
DONALD RESSEGUIE, CPA

RESSEGUIEGS ._,L,J._ OBALNET
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- EMPLOYMENT

FACIALIST OR MASSAGE THERAPIST
wanted lo share space in West U area. Must
have awn following. 281/686-4155.

* FUNERALHOMES /cemeTeniEs

o

: Dlgﬂ.!,s Y 4

BOO-DIGNITY » www.DignityMemorial.com

- HAIR SALONS/BARBERS
HAIR CUT Lon ONLY 7101

Tonie's Barber & Styles Shop
& Call Toni for Appointment
";' 4310 Koehler {just north of

* Washington off Yale » Se Habla
: Espanol 713.392.4610

Shaw
| P

713.992.6264

www.shawnpenn.com

- MASSAGE

BODYSTRESS « DEEP TISSUE « SWEDISH +
SPORTS *+ MONTROSE STUDIO « INFOUT »
PRIVATE » DISCREET +8 AM - 11 PM* DAN +
713-520-8787

Classirc fHlassage

"I The Heights ™
Maturity and experience, Great rates. Re-
laxing, therapeutic massage in private
studio in the Heights, 9 am - 10 pm week-

days and weekends 12-10 pm, Call for ap-
pointment, Byron 713/202-8786. Visit my
website al www.classicmassage.com
Four hands available

MAGIC HANDS
MASSAGE THERAPIST

THOM OF HOUSTON. Massage - Sunday,
Monday and Tuesday only. 713/523-6577

ANICE TOUCH,
RELAXATION OF
BODY AND MIND BY

832.978.7017

DAVE'S HANDS. Shiatsu and Swedish mas-
sage with an expenenced therapist. Relaxation
and deep lissue combined into one massage.
Great treatment from a strong man, 832/ 44"
2229. Se Habla Espanol Un Poco

« MASSAGE

Paul Rutledge
713/592-0444

* Voted best massage

Hmmaumazum
to deep lissue

TXT

Qrlecu e
. aver
« Gift cerlificates o -available

» Get Relaxed
Feel Awesome

+ Centrally Located

* Outcalls Welcome

713-942-2399

7 cays:e--en-ngs

YisaM,

Massage Therapy. Therapeutic and deap tis-
sue by Jason. Memonal Park at Montrose area
(big metal house on Fairview!). College guy.

RMT# 23870. 713/524-5400¢cel 713/ B63-8888
or www.sizzlingmassage.com

Ariel Massage
Excellence in Swedish
Massage Therpy in the

Rice/Medical area

Dedicited Studic,

See web for further info
http:/fhometown.aol.com/
arielmassage or call

713/282-6464

In or Qut calls

'v"-".wms. Facials
Relaxation,
Sports, or Light/
Deep Massage.

713/540-7544

MT#0 14552

LePepe Salon
of Beauty

FREE HAIRCUT WITH MASSAGE
FOR NEW CUSTOMERS

Thursdays in Fabruary, bring
2 friend 1o receive 2 haircuts
for the price of 1 (men only)
22; 713/392-7361(cel)

By Appointment

3303 South Rice #100 » Houston, TX 77056
.-vww.r-;j.Ia.'!:lr::a:i;:dg&;\-'li'p-:—:i.-: om

SPORTS
AND
DEEP

TISSUE Dl
FULL BODY . s st | |
MASSAGE =~

Ianneltn Hassans

PEFI:'{EREEI F.’u SAGE THERAPIST (R

- MASSAGE

Massage by Ken

Massage for
everyone

* In or Que Calls

* Convenient
Montrose location.

* Experience stress
relief

* By appointment only.

HAMto B PM

Ken Claude, :‘
713.240.9!

www. inkworkx.com/massage.htm

BODY DAY CARE. Massage Therapy: Swed-
ish, Daep Tissue & qp--r“a Rose Zepeda. 281/
848-5807 or 713/263-1276. Gift Certificales
Available. www fitness-instructor.net

AVALON Day Spa

Sports - Deep Tissue

Relaxing - Energizing

20 years experience

Deep Tissue at its Finest
Hair - Nalls - Skin

www.avalondayspa.net

4622 FM 1960 West
281.880.6420

HEALING HANDS. Caring and healing hands
with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Balanc-
ing your life by restoring flow and energy. Peace-
ful, relaxing and rejuvenating for fofal health.
AMT#2233. Howard Kanelakos 713/528-6174.
(Please note my new number)

* PHOTOGRAPHY
Houston Photographer

www. davidiawisimages.com

* FUll Privacy

* Fyenis

« Single, Couples,
Family Pics

L | 713/240-5508

~REALESTATE/FOR LEASE - SERVICES

New Year! New Home! Move to a great com-

munity to start your new life... Wilshire Apan- Dan McLean
ments conveniently located in the heart of town, Language Professional
has beautiful, spacious one, two and three bed- * Corporate Language

° s 4 i R Training

room apartments available. Greal prices! Un- S Blnta Titor
bealable service! Call 713/266-7568. 213 864 7%1 9
- REALESTATE/FOR SALE SaameT@syLoet
HEAVEN'S OWN VIEW! CAREFREE www houweb.com/danmclean

HIGHRISE LIVING! River Caks area,. Beauti-
ful one bedroom/ Parquet fioors, granite sur- COMPUTER SUPPORT. Personal/small-busi-
faces, crown moldings, mirrored walls, buit-in-  nesstechnical & network support. 832/755-6752
entertainmant center, expansive balcony, floor 2 — = =
to ceiling windows. B32/642-9737. $145,000.

» RETRIL/FOR SALE

AMERICAN
E}EPEHIENCED: TRUSTED »

INSURED

E

713/522- 1\
Call your friend Frank and let 75 rofessional
team of enthusiastic movers pack, move &
unpack your belongings...all it takes is 1 call
www.AmericanMovers.org
Now Statewide (800) 522-2670 TX DOT 52820350

Fiohin = 2407 Baltway B East, Pasadena, 2%
Tx 77503 * 281.908.9987 » fax 281.998 4'53'4

X-RATED VHS & DVD « Over 100 fitles lefle
BIG DISCOUNTS *Many Titan & AMVC fitles
HairyNHstn@aol.com or 936.539.6448

= SERVICES
LE T Tarot, & more

Electional,
Mundane &
Esoteric Astrology
combined with
Tarot & confirmed
numerology.

oseph Mo fna » 713.521.0449
Astrology & Tarot for individuals,
partners, families & the soul.

Granite Countertop & Vanities
Need custom kilchen counteriops? Renoval-
ing the bathroom with stone or lile finishes?
Queen of the Tile specializes in residential &
commerical granite, marble, skate and lime-
stone fabncation and instaliation.

Freelance Graphic Caf Guean of the Tham Neckasasy

Designer

CINDY'S NATURAL DAY SPA

latest skin care
European &
Corrective Fuclals
Custom Body Cocoons
{Seaweed or Mud)

-’ﬁ.’n‘."}‘:]‘"{{f .’;‘t‘ﬂ."‘lﬂlf
Swedish, Chinese,
Japanesa, Reflaxology,
Arcy-prassure & mare

waxing
Full or parfial body
Brozillion
Men & Woman

Private Facilities | Gift Certificates available

— —=
Qe

( ‘.im|_\'.a I }.{}' .\;Ii'!;-l
2303-A South Voss * Houston, TX 77057

713:278. 7808

ARE YOU READY FOR

YOUR MIRACLE?!.
REVOLUTIONARY, RAPID
HEALING SYSTEMS!
With BodyTalk/ Neurobink/

Reiki/ Mut
Find real emotional release,
forgiveness, and peace.
With New Decision Therapy/
BodyTalk/ Soul Re al
Counseling/ Coaching/ Reiki

713. 468.6565

FREE
ESTIMATES

ND JOB
100 SMALL

anvel Opssraisd
PAINTING « SHEETROCK REPAIRS
REMOVAL -

ALLPAPER

TEXURE MATCHING - §32.567.3604 Lose Weight, Detox - Fast &
SERVICES Healthy - ISAGENIX
OF THE Alix is an extraordinarily talented
HEART healer in practice in Houston for many

Let Thomas assist
you to honor life's
special evenis :

= Holy Unions

« Rlessings

* Memorials

713/5622-7626

years. She brings her special talents,
as well as extensive training and exper-
tise to suit each client's particular needs.
Phone 713-975-8543
Weh Site: www.alixrodwell.com
E-mail: alix @ alixrodwell.com

MARKETPLACE AD RATES
Marketplace Classifieds are per column inch. Column inch width is 1.688. Word line ads are
30 words or less, plus $1 per additional word and 50 cents for all words in bold. Add additional
$6 per issue to have your classified ad appear on our website. Ads can also be placed on our
sacure website at www.OutSmariMagazine.com

Marketplace 1 Meonth 3 Month 6 Month 12 Month
Color Boxed Ad periner: $62 $57 $52 $47
B/W Boxed Ad parncn $47 543 538 $35
30-Word Line Ad $27 $25 823 $22

Deadline: Fab. 15 for the Mar. 04. 2003 issue. Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX
or Discover. Or FAX it 713/522-3275. Sorry, we do not bill. Mail ad & payment to; OutSmart
3406 Audubon, Houston, TX 77006-4412. For more information, call 713/520-7237.

Things in Life
You Can Trust:

@ [

An ad placed in OutSmart
| Magaozine reaches loyal,
| interested readers. OutSmart’s
circulation figures are audited
independently by
Verified Audit Circulation,
your guarantee of an
accurate count.

‘ " AUDIT CIRCULA"I'IO!NI
www. verifiedaudit.com

Verified Audit Circulation is a
national auditing service respected
for over 50 years in the publishing
industry. Insist on Audited
Circulations like QutSmart.

For advertising information

call 713/520-72317.

Our
Circulation
Numbers!
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e ﬁCCUMMﬂDﬁTmNS
G-Town Guest Houses

1301 Ave M - Galveston 4097622117
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites Gallerla

7787 Katy Fwy, Houston.... ..713/683-5957
The Lovett Inn

5071 Lovett, Houston......w
Paradise Guest House
2317 Ave PiGalveston .. 1-B77/919-6677

T13r522-5224

ADVERTISING/MARKETING

Adverlising International
806 Main #9320

QuilSmar! Magazine
3406 Audubon Place 713/620-T7237

\0LOGER
mulw Roddy Astrology

713/529-5842
10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL J“-J"rf‘.’h

__ ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SEHWCES
Peggy S. Bittick

713/223-8333

2400 S Texas - Pearland .. 7281/485-3500
e Brennan & Johnson Law Firm
- 1135221211

10% DISCOUNT OFF HOURLY RATES.

Tyler Flood, Attorney af Law

1314 Taxas Ave #1012 e T13/224-5529
Law Office of Mark Levin, Attorney

2813 West T.C. Jester 281/355-T936
Monica Vaughn

4203 Yoakum, Ste. 330 ...
Jim 8. Walker, P.C.
1924 Portsmouth BOO/T32-2934

AUTOMOTIVE SALES

713630-1010

Fred Haas Toyota/Jimmy Jnnes
20400 1-45 N
Plane! Ford..

Wil Hr\:r' Hr'f'l Depart

Jack Roach Fard/Stephen Rubin

G445 S. W Frwy., 281/588-5000

Performance SAAB

10505 5. W Freeway, Houstan, 7

18855 Highway 59 N, Humble

Mew Car/James R. Vanya

River Daks Bhrfslerr‘.leepmretl Raberts

4807 Kirly 713/524-3801

Russel & Smith Ford/John Hays

3440 South Loop West 713/663-4798

Team Ford/Paul Unerfusser

19000 Eastex Frwy, —— - 281/446-81T1
BOOK STORES

Hollywood Book & Cafe

2408 Grant, Ste, A ...

CATERING
.“of course!™ Catering
1701 Calitarnia
KeyStar Complex

3209 MONMIOSE -+ - 713/524-MEET

CERTIFIED PUBI.I[: RCCDUHTJIHT
Paul R. Wasserloos, CPA
Galveston 409/939-6522
Houston T13/526-4760
CHURCGHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS
Bering Memarial United Methodist

13/981-4400
a964/4660

3/981-4400

713/526-1800

TAA0HETON ..ovvvr o rrpeeserrerssrsens 713/526-1017
Crealive Life Spiritual Center

5326 Spring-Stuebner .......... 281/350-5157
Dignity Houston

1307 Yale . 713/880-2872

Show your OutSmart Pride Card and get special discounts, free admissions, and exclusive offers from OuiSmart advertisers!

(Look for the pride card and merchant offer)

First Unitarian Universalist
5200 Fannin

ResurrectionMCC
LS W th A s
== i CLOTHING
Al's Formal Wear

T13/526-5200

713/861-9149

e 713/791-1848
Method

2437 University 713/807-0003
COMMUNITY/NONPROFITS

AIDS Coalition of Texas Now

2015 Thomas St. ........ 713/528-4514

Gay & Leshian Community Center

3400 Montrose ... e 1 137024-3818

Gay & Leshian Rainbow Pages
e 281/997-9778

Houston Area Community Services

3730 Kirby Dr Ste. 820 713/526-0555

Houston Buyer's Club

224 YORKUIN i sssemsrrerisser 713/520-5288
Human Rights Campaign
Black Tie Dinner ..., 713/646-1322
Maontrose Softball League
; 713/B67-393
CDMPUTEHS;‘INTEHNET

Atomar Communications/Anthony Bures

; . 713/528-0404
Copy.Cam
1201- F Westhaimer

113/528-1201

BI]HSTH[I[!TIUH}HEMU[]EL!HE
DN Classic Design & Construction

1200 W. Drew 0 ... 113/865-3440
D.R. Horton Custom Homes
En at T.C. Jester B32G18-1275

KJM Construction
BO7 Watson St
Ouantum Eleciric
2470 5. Dairy Ashtord #123 281/924-1136
Oueen of the Tile/Granite and Tile Service
4013 Taub Rd 713/983-6200
.8 Construction/Joe Hiavac
13/526-7679
ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE

Alley Theatre

615 Texas

Chances /The Barn/GeSpol
1100 Westhaimar

Broadway in Houston
Hobby Geater _..........cooeveeerreemre 713/629-3700
HAC/the L word

713/228-9341

713/623-1217

1-877-LWordNow
Houston Grand Opera
510 Preston e TIA/546-0200
Human Rights Campaign
Black Tie Dinner
Imprav Houstan, The
|=10 and Silber ...
Meteor
2306 Genesse
Prive Lounge
908 Wastheimer
Rich's
24071 San Jacinto
South Beach
810 Pacific Street
SHOWTIME

713/646-1322

713/333-8800

713521-0123

713/522-0013

T13/759-9610

WWww.sho.com
Theatre Under the Stars

'r*-'-"-D\' [#5:11 -] S O 713/558- 'IITC:
EUEHTFC[IH'JEHTIDHE_EE\_I!{_:E

KeyStar Complex

3209 Montroge T T13/524-MEET

—_FINANCIAL SERVICES _

Chase Bank of Texas

...f1‘21ﬁ DDEI
Coastal Banc/Cody Grizzoffi
1629 5. V0SS ommorvrississsimmnsion 713/978-7381
Green/White Advisors
1225 N. Loop West, Ste. 1030 .713/869-1144
409/741-2006

Hubbard Financial Services
2615 Montross Blvd 713/522-9000
Prudential Financial/Michael Delaney

1233 W Loop South # 1100 - 713/960-5081

_FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS

Fitness Exchange

4040 Milam T13/524-9932
Huuslan Gym
1501 Durham . 7 13/880-9191

Kimberly Marler, Persnnarl'ralnur
it e . B32/A43-FITT
Ml:hae! I(m:h
.. 713/899-7284
Muste Machamcsdnhn Aaron
B17 Richmond 713/523-5330

___FUNERAL HOMES/CEMETERIES
Dignity Mamarial Providers
1-800-DIGNITY

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS/PRINTING

E=§ Avantage Design
4200 Montrase, Ste. 520 713/5268-331
15% OFF SELECTED PRINTING DRDERS
House of Coleman

901 W. Alabama 713/523-2521
Vilven Design Group
37186 1/2 Mt Vernon . T13/526
____GROCERIES, BEER/ LIQUOR
Krn-qm

3300 Montrose 713/526-7865
i‘k‘l s Liguar

1232 Westheimer T13/524-2510

Enod Gray, LM3W-ACP, C. Ht., CSAT
4200 Montrosa - 713/522-7014
Barbara Levinson, PhD/ Ctr for Healthy
Sexuality
2400 Augusta Dr, Ste, 120 ...
Carol Kelleher
2001 Kirby Dr, Ste. 600
The Pride Institute

..... BOO/S4-PRIDE
Bnh Snellgrnue LMSW-ACP
3400 MONITOSE .vovuvemnenssrnsss 713/522-7014
Jell Vannice, PhD
1415 N. Loop W., Ste. 780 713/426-4455
Patrick J, Vachon, LMSW, ACP
1712 Fairviaw 713/524-1771

7137851111

713/520-5052

___*DENTISTS =

LITESTFII[BS!'HEIIEI\I Mdli:h}nnre 0Ds

2617 W, Holcombe Blvd 713/592-9300

Bruce W. Smith, DDS

1006 Missourl i T1

= HEALTH SEHU!CESHPHI][IUCTS .

Houston Buyer's Club Dlscnunl Ulta

3224 Yoakum 3

UolH/Health Science Center
7113/500-2637

* MASSAGE THERAPIST/YOGA »

Ken Claude, RMT
713/240-5598
Ehlan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch
713/942-0923

Raul Gu:rnart. RMI

Paul Rulledge, RMT
592-0444

The inar of Tnu:he’lsraal HMT
832/567-0898

Adrian Sanders, RMT/
Take Time For You .......... B32/250-9475

+ OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

HAIR/NAILS/SKIN CARE/SALONS

Bellaire Laser Cenler/Elvis Torres, D.0.
5420 Dashwood, Ste. 306 T13/466-T230

Cindy's Day Spa

2303-A S Voss T13/278-7087
Hollywood Hair & Nails

2409 Grant weee T131523-2253
Supercuts

413 Kithy -reee 713/523-2292

Town & Country Plaslll.: Sulgarw'

Skin Enrichment Center, LTD/

R. Scoll Yarish, MD, PA

‘i]w ] hill, Frwy, Ste, 100 713/467-4407

« HEALTH CARE »

A ~_» CHIROPRACTIC/THERAPY

Allernative Health & Wellness/

Jackie Doval, DC

404 Westheimer 713/627-0355

Chimney Rock Chiropractic Ctr

Art Keller, D.C.

3033 Chimney Rock L T13/781-3344

Kirby Wellness Center/Kenneth W. Lester

2727 Kirhy Dr., Ste q';: ;13 "\’E\ 252
. [:[IUN__SE_L!H['IHHERAPY *

Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP

1006 Missouri : 713/627-0000

Deborah Denson, LMSW-ACP

2900 Weaslayan Ste. 535 {13/850-7225

Jackie Falls/Face to Face Relationsp Inst

2626 W Loop South # 650-Z .. 713/667-4977

B3 panie! Garces, MS, LPC, LMFT

316 ML Vernon ..o, 713/626-8390

20% OFF INTTIAL VISIT

Diagnostic Eye Center

Marc R. Sanders, MD, F.A.C.S.

6500 Fannin, Ste, 1108 , 713/797-1500
Diagnostic Eye Center Bellaire/

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD

5420 Dashwood, Sta, 101 T13/668-9118
______ = OPTOMETRISTS =

Eye Elegance

3966 Westheimar

Eye Q Optical

408 Westhaimar
Spectales on Montrose
4317 Montrosa # 2 113/529-3937
Texas Slate Upti:al.‘Briargmve

6100 Westheimer, Ste. 138 713/785-2022
Studio 20/20/0Dr Paul Beckwith

T3e22-4411

713/529-4733

2015 W, Gray T3/807-T773
* PHYSICIANS =

Rod Frazier, MD

1214 Hermann Dr #845 ............ 713/521-0340

Caralyn Gardiner, MD

4126 SW Freaway, Ste. 1100 ... T13/965-9898
Patrick MeNamara, MD

4101 Greenbeiar, Ste. 355 ..., T13/52-HIVDR
Schrader Clinic/Shannon Schrader, MD
4101 Greenbriar, Ste. 200 ... T13/526-1717

* COSMETIG/PLASTIC SURGERY

Town & Country Plastic Surgery
R. Scott Yarish, MD, PA
10565 Katy Frwy, Ste. 100 ....... T13/467-0146

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES

Brandon Home Furnishings

B648 Glenmont ... . T13/785-7888
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Garl Moore Antiques

1610 Bissonnet

Cities

2411 W Alabama

Mid-Century Pavilion

"21"."\.' u|l|'|_|ll.| /863 1986
I_NSIJHHH[:E AGENEiESMﬁEH S

Jeftrey T. Bules

6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185, 713/661-7700

Michael P. Delaney/Prudential Financial

1233 W. Loop South, Ste.1100. 713/960-5081

Jan Stomel/State Farm Insurance

4800 Bissonnet, Ste 202 713/660-0990

Rob Schmerler

6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 . 713/661-7700

JEWELERS

I.W. Marks Jewelers

3841 Bellajre Blva 713/668-3000

The Diamond Jewelry Factory

5463 Westheimer. .......ooovrrereerns 713/789-0110
MAILING & BUSINESS SERVIGES

InfoVine

1113 Vine St. Ste. 220 ... - 713/223-9994

PET SERVIGES/SUPPLIES

Alternative Health & Wellness/

Animal Chiropractor—Jackie Doval, DC

404 Westheimer ..., s 1§ 1B27-9355

P.5. Pet Snllng Sarvice in the Heights

713/869-3698

PHOTOGRAPHY

. 113/524-2502

713/528-2662

Dalton DeHart Photography
T13/e22-2202
David Lewis Photography
G e i 713/240-5508
[ Hollywood Parirait Studios
2643 Richmond Avenug 713 3-0683

REE SITTING FEE (A $40.00 VALU
Todd Rainar

Varsity Productions / John Conroy
217 Edloe 713/542-8277

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

-Anntags Design
ts, 520 713/528-3311
D PRINT SERVICES

Copy. Cu-m
1207-F Westheimer, ..........
House of Coleman

- 113/528-1201

801 W, Alabama....e 713/523-2521

___ PSYCHIC/INTUITIVE READERS

Joe Paxton

Lilly Raddy Astrology
O JFaEEEeL ... 113/529-5842
.'9° GF' AST'—-'GL OGIEAL READINGS.

713/623-1627

REAL ESTATE SERVICES REALTORS

Richard Buentello/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Helghts Bivd ..281/222-9311
Bob Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1034 Heights Bivd .. - T13/875-7049
Chofce Condominlums/Karpas Praperties
3355 W Alabama # 800 ... 713/850-1777
Karen Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Haights Blvd 713/862-1600
Glen Fillmore/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Bivd .. T13/862-1600
Bruce Hutmacher/Karen Derr & Assoe.
1034 Heights Blvd . 281/216-0557
Jarry Jagpers/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1034 Helghts Blvd 713/501-7076
Marty Justus/Karen Derr & Assoc.

034 Helghts Blvd e F13/539-TBT0

Dazran Moore/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Bivd .. 713/409-8929
Margot Parez/Karan Darr & Assoc.
1054 Heights Sivd rii. 2B1/932-7784
Danny Pleason/Karpas Properties
3355 W. Alabama, Ste. 800 713/850-1777
Gsnrge N. Polydoros/ Pulyduros & Assoc.

JnpEpag.net

T13/528-7770

Sheree Thompson/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Blvd ..oy isesiormies 713/204-4828
Tony Valadez/WaterhiliGompany's Limiled
17175t James Place Ste 360 . 281-898-1020
Bryan Williams, ABR/Coldwell Banker
1505 Heights Blvd . 713/869-0456
Robert Zahn/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1034 Heights Blvd ..c.oocoisiiinn 408/930-9237

REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE LENDERS

Chase Home Finance/Moe Sarakhi

1800 W. Loop South, Ste. 1950 713/9688727

Chase Home Finance/Doug Luza/Revis Bell

13810 Champion Forest #£260 ., 281/893-0396

Coastal Banc/Cody Grizzoffi

1629 5, V0SS ..ovvvormrrne 713/978-7381

Countrywide Home Loans/Scott Pelzer
713/703-7289

HEmer Mortgage/Sharon Neider

4615 5. W. Freaway, Ste. 817 .., 713/355-4288

Wells Fargo Morigage/Larry Broughton

1301 McKinnay T13/654-3085

_ REAL ESTATE TITLE COMPANY

Houston Title {:nmpaanuel Phillips

2415 W Alabama #2132 ............. 713/528-8050

REST&UR&HTSJCUFFEE BARS

Auntie Chang's Dumpling House
2621 5 Shepherd #2490, 713/524-8410
Hollywood Vietnamese & Chinese

2404 Grant ] 713/523-8808
Hollywood Book & Care
2409 Grant... 713/523-8855

Kim Son Restaurants
?f]u. Jefferson

7531 Westhgimer...........ccvmreniies 713/222-2404

Laurier Cafe and Wine
3139 Richmond ...... 713/328-5103
Noche Cocina Y Bar
2409 Montrose
Osaka Japanese Resiautant

515 Westhalmer

If you ever want to celebrate
a 50" Weading Anniversary,

Pepino's lalian Restaurant

1421 RiChmond .........oommerines T13/522-09044
Riva's Nalian Restaurant

1117 MESSOUT .evveesemmmpsremsemeses 7T13/529-3450
Sorrento Ristorante

415 Wasthaimer ...evermmrmenrereres 713/527-0609
The Bridge Steak & Seafood Restaurant
gl — 713/681-5000
Tila's Restaurant

11115, Shephard .ol 713/522-7654

SPECIALITY RETAIL
Discount Diva

2100 Yale 713/480-1070
Mary Kay Cosmetics

Nellie Chavez - ..-ccouvevanens T13/899-2066
M's Liguor

1232 Westheimar ...
Pampered Spirit
...... . www_ PamperadSpirit.com
Slppora Art Gallery
234 Wast Gray
TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS
=3 Premier Paging & Wireless
12220 Murphy Road, Stafford . 281/575-8500
CALL FOR PRIDE CARD SPECIALS

TRAVEL

T13/520-1085

Concierge Travel, Inc.
5008 Mimosa

T13/661-2117

you’d bétter log on now.

Want a date that's more than a date?
OutSmartPersonals.com is the smart way to meet quality people.
Far more than a typical dating site — we offer our 20,000 members
unigue ways to locate and get to know a great mate.

Log on and try out our Online Chat, Top 10 Lists,
the Date Manager and other fantastic features to help you
sort out your cream of the crop. Go ahead, try it today.

dutSmartPersonl.com
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by Lilly Roddy

s we begin this month, the energies are

tense, laced with confusions. As we get

claser to the 18th, when the Sun enters
Pisces, the energies get a bit lighter. The full Moon
is on the 5th in Leo. This will stir people o be
more ego-centered. Some will share their light,
and others will want all the light focused on them,
The new Moaon is on the 20th in Pisces. This is an
especially significant new Maon, which will still
the adventuresame energy in people. Some will
rebel, and others will feel trapped. On the 25th,
the Moon and Mars eclipse each other, This can
bring up hidden agendas or repressed anger
Keep clear ond open on this day. * The Sun
enters Pisces on the 18th. Mercury goes from
Capricorn to Aquarius on the 6th and into Pisces
on the 25th. Venus begins the month in Pisces
and runs into Aries on the 8th. Mars finishes his
journey in Aries on the 3rd and enters Taurus.
The rest of the planets are happy where they are—
Jupiter in Virgo, Saturn in Cancer, Uranus in
Pisces, Neptune in Aquarius, and Plute in
Sagittarius. * Good days for fun are the &th, 10th,
11th, 19th, 20th, 21st, 25th, 26¢th, 27th, and
28th, Days to call in sick are the 1st, 2nd, Pth,
T4th, 15th, and 24th

ARIES (March 21 -April 19). This menth you are
motivated ta be more interactive with your friends
and group associations. You are slill locking to
use your time wisely even if you are doing social
things. And you are pushing forward at work
seeking to get orgonized. At the core of this is
your desire to have a solid and stable emational
and financial bose to work from. Everything must
have a place in your life, or you will be eliminating
it from your “to da” list

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). After the 3rd,
when Mars enters your sign, you move out of the
relaxed state you have been in and getinto action
mode. This is a good month to start new projects
and confront things in your life that aren’t working
You may not sleep as well. Exercize could i‘.e|p
you relieve some fension. Relationships at work
and at home are especially tense an the Pth, 15th,
and 24th. Watch what you say or do on these
dates, as the effect can have a longterm affect.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You are locking
at your world in the big
picture view, irying to find
the connections and
relationships between
yourself and everything
and everybody that you

A professional astrologer
for 20 years, Lilly Roddy
counsels individuals and
teaches classes. Her web-
site is www.hermesfoat.com.

110 FEBRUARY 2004

QutSmart

| PISCES |February 19-March 20). As the
month opens, you are getting @ brief respite from
all the planets, forcing you out inta the cpen.
You have been living on the edge, trying to find |
your center. This month you are supposed fo
pull back and recharge your batteries. By the
lost week of the month, you are back inte full
gear. Expect coreer, relationships, home, and
you to all change this year. Just remember to
answer the question "What do | want2”

are connected lo. As you get more inta the month,
your focus shifts to your career and how well it
fits and enhances your creativity. And if you aren’t
happy, your boredom level is going to increase
You could be very edgy on the 14th, 15th, 21st,
and 26th. Look for some outlets so the universe
doesn’t have to create them for you.

CANCER (lune 22-July 22) February is the
month for sexual and infimacy renewal for you
and your partner. You are interested in uncover-
ing the hidden desires that attract or push you
apart. This is not a good year for avoidance in
every area of your life. The buck stops with
you. Setting boundaries and goals, you will strive
to achieve those endeavors, And you are more
fike|y lo drow Ihe line beh.-.relan friends and
acquaintances.

LEO (July 23-August 22). Relationships are
spotlighted this month. If you are in one, you will
want more lime and attention from your partner.
If you are not in one, you will be out on the prowl
looking. This can be a great time for o weekend
getaway. In business relationships, this is o fime
to sit and see if you both are on the same path.
Work can be tense. And there could be problems
with bosses if you feel they are squashing your
individuality. Try lo keep o good perspective.

VIRGO (August 23 -September 22). This is the
month to get your workp|uc¢ in order. You are
just not able to live with all the chaes around you.
It is mtlkirlg you faesl rr{:pped The DH'}’ way to
make it better is to clean it up. Relationship desires
are triggered by mid-month. You certainly have
extra magnetism this year, and people are being
drawn to you. This is a good time to promote

BUARDO FLORES FERET

LLUSTRATION. DAVID £

yourself, business, ideas, or some plans that you
have for the future.

LIBRA (September 23-October 23). You ore
in @ no-nonsense mood. You are looking for clear
directions in your career and relafionships. You
are reassessing where you are geing. You are
especiolly mentally creative this month. And you
can find solutions to problems. right out of thin
air. By mid-month, you are getting your work and
home places cleaned up and organized. You are
not as easygoing as you once appeared fo be.

SCORPIO (October 24 -November 21). Peace
and quiet at home and relationship stability are
coming to a head. It seems you have to sacrifice
one for the other. And in the past, no matter the
compromise, you couldn't get both: You will find
the solutions that put you back in control on the
&th, 9th, 15th, and 24th. Those will be irritable
days, but you will make a choice that is best for
you. The last week of the month is finally easier,
but you will need some rest.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December
21). There are three things on your "to do” list
this month. And those are financial security,
making sure you are heard, and not being
trapped by the BS in your life. Your friends may
wonder where that happy-go-lucky Sag they
knew went to. You will tell them that the evil twin
is here to clean things up. Your communications
may seem too sharp and blunt ta others. But you
will not be apolegizing. You are feeling the urge
to move. Travel will help relieve some of the
pressure. Don't be trapped by your routines.

CAPRICORN [December 22-January 19). You
are very focused on money and financial security
this month. You will want @ handle on how you
spend your money and how that promotes your
long-term goals. Relationships are tense this year
Basically, you and your partner need to sit down
and figure out where y'all are headed. A clear
plan must emerge, or you will go your separate
ways. You are more flexible in your conversations
by mid-month. Se don't push for a selution. Allow
one to develop

AQUARIUS (lanuary 20-February 18). This
is your personal yearly cycle, birthday time, or
solar return (as we say in the astrology biz). [t is
normally a time of reassessment of the past and
consideration of future plans. This year, what you
do must fulfill your inner dreams, or you will find
yourself adrift ot sea. Some of you will direct your
energy toward home and creating o safe place
to come to at the end of the day. And some will
seek that inner harmony for the whole year. Try
to keep your options open, as you will want fo
change your choices often. ll

NEXTEL

AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

PowerSw

T el

Ll =

KA-CHING.

NOW USE YOUR NEXTEL® PHONE TO ACCEPT
CREDIT CARDS FOR REAL-TIME PAYMENT.
No checks to collect. No invoices to chase.

No delay from when the job's done to when you get paid.
Nextel brings you Wireless Payment Solutions

with the Creditel PowerSwipe. Get it done. Get paid.

FREE DELIVERY!

Fueedom Rings

Premier

WIRELESS SOLUTIONS

12220 Murphy Road

281.575.8500

LEA BOGLE

President of Premier Wireless Solutions www.CallPremier.com

2004 Nextel Communications. In, NEXTEL" and MEXTEL DONE. are servige marks, frademarks, and/or registered trademarks of Neatei Communications, inc. MOTOROLA and the Stylized M Logo are
registered in the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office. The Creditel ioga and all other Creditel products and services referenced are either a trademark, service miark, or reqistered frademark of Virual
Fondink, Inc. All other product o service names are praperty of their respective owners, Al rights reserved




OUT IN HOUSTON

1 Sharon Montgomery (1) and Terry
Pierce vamped for the Dec. 4 Christmas SongFest
crowd at the Homberger Conference Center.
Proceeds henefited The Assistance Fund and
Houston Buyers Club.

2 On Dec. 1, Roy Green spoke at the city World
AIDS Day observance in Jones Plaza,

3 Sue Schecter (1) and Arthur Schecter
attended the AIDS Foundation World AIDS Day
lunchean at the Houstanian

4 Mare Hill (/) and Alan Flambert attended
the Dec. 7 BGBG Red Ribbon Toy Drive event at the
Lovett Inn,

u
Halllll ja “Ill'lﬂ!r continued from page 64

it's been really hard watching that. I think
that it's really too bad after being on set and
being so blown away by Christina, to see
her not get the credit she deserves,” Jenkins
said,

“Even more than that 18 Christina’s
bravery in taking this role.
[t’s almost the bravest thing
that happened in the whole
film, because it’s not the glory
role, it's not an attractive
role, but it's crucial to the
story. And it's the hardest
thing for me now, when peo-
ple don't get the enormity of
her performance. Christina

tated by that. I found myself having to sup-
port her being executed, because that was
what she wanted.

“We were on the front page of all the
[trade newspapers], with headlines saying
‘Aileen’s not five minutes in her grave and
Charlize Theron’s signed on to make a movie
about her." That was so cruel, so untrue.

is unbelievable in the movie, Christina Ricci

Jenkins says, “We didn't make this film
to win awards, we made it to tell the truth
about Aileen. And there’s so much focus on
winning, | find [the awards] all a little
distasteful.

“Still, I do think Charlize deserves
recognition, and the awards are homage to
the work that she put into the film. That’s

what I'd like to see it as.

“] also think they're
homage to Aileen. I don’t mean
homage to what she did in
killing those men, but to what
she did after that. In the
courage it took to tell her
own story, which even she
understood was really pretty
horrible.

“One of the details about
Aileen that never got into the

When asked about Annie () as Tyria . 3
Corley, who plays a small, Moore in a : i film was that on top of
supporting role as Selbyv’s loving embrace everything else, she never had
fundamentalist Christian : with hes girl- ; i a birthday. She was born on

5 Rocky Atwood (/) and Alan Balla
attended the Dec. 4 Greater Houston GLBT Chamber
of Commerce holiday party at Kitworth Manor

friend Aileen
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6 Gary Bristow (/) and Gary Teixeira
admired one of the wreaths at the Nov. 7 DIFFA
Holiday Collection event at Hotel Derek

7 Adrain Bowie (-r), Helen Guzman, and
Brenda McClure attended the Dec. 6
SISTERS. holiday party at the Houston GLBT
Community Center

8 Atits Dec. 7 25th-anniversary open house,
Montrose Counseling Center honored five individu-
als with awards: John Goulter (|-r), Stella Scatt
Award; Brian Carlson, HATCH. Award; UL.S
Representative Sheila Jackson Lee, the first
Ed Eaton Award for Public Service to the GLBT
and HIV-positive communities; Mohammad
Virani, student of the year; and Lori Hidalgo,
employee of the year

9 Eston Hensley (i), Dane Tidwell, and
Donnie Mohler performed at the Dec. 8 Gay
Men's Chorus of Houston concert at Wortham Center

More SceneOut page 114

cousin, Jenkins answers | EETTIS
enthusiastically, “Isn't she B EEITNY
amazing? I'm so glad you i

bring her up, because so few

people do, and she’s just incredible.”

The song “Don't Stop Believing” plays
over the film's closing credits, a seemingly
odd choice. “When I put it in, I knew it was
going to be cheesy to some people, but [ was
absolutely serious. That was one of Aileen’s
favorite songs. The film ends with her walk-
ing out into the light to her own execution,
but with the song we get a sense of the hope
she still has. You know, there was no more
going back to ‘She’s innocent, she didn’t do
it, she didn't deserve it." But that didn’t
mean she didn’t have some sense of hope

“I don’t think she ever stopped believing.
As testament to that, and it makes me tear
up just to think about it, the night before
she was executed, in one of the last conver-
sations she ever had, she gave her blessing
to open up every letter she had ever written
to us. She was really skeptical about me,
about the film, about anyone telling her
story. And the night before she was exe-
cuted, after never believing me, after think-
ing that the film wouldn’t happen, or that I
wanted to take advantage of her, she decides
to trust us with her letters.”

Wournos was executed on October 9,
2002, after the Florida Supreme Court
upheld her request to suspend her death
penalty’s automatic appeals. It's a day that
Jenkins remembers vividly.

“It was one of the most horrible 24 hours
of my entire life, We were just about to start
shooting when she was executed. It was so
crazy and then tortuous, because | knew she
wanted to be executed. People were trying
to stop her execution, and she was devas-

“To make it worse, right after she was
executed, which was a very somber moment
for me, my phone started ringing off the
hook with people saying ‘Congratula-
tions!" It was horrible,” Jenkins said

“We had to put all that aside and go
to work on the film that we wanted to
make, which was about the truth about
Aileen’s life, not the hype and the media
frenzy that had been surrounding this
story since the news about her and what
she had done first broke.

“But that was going to be the tone of
this whole experience. No one would
believe it, nor could I spend my time
trying to convince them what our true
aims were in making this film. We just
had to believe ourselves.”

That belief seems to have paid off.
Even before the film had opened in wide
release, Charlize Theron received a
Golden Globe Award best actress nom-
ination for her performance, She went on
to win at the January 25 award cere-mony.
During her acceptance speech, she
thanked Jenkins, saying, “I wouldn't be
up here if it wasn't for one person who
took a chance on me, and that is the writer
and director of this film, Patty Jenkins.
There's only so much you can do, but if
somebody doesn't give you the chance, there's
nothing you can do, and you [turning to
Jenkins| gave it to me. And you made me a
promise when we started out. You said, No
matter what anybody says, we'll stick
together,” and you never broke that promise,
And I am sharing this with you.™

Leap Year, on February 29, so
her birthday came only once
every four years, and no one
ever celebrated it. This year
the Oscars land on her birthday. So the mere
idea that a clip from her story might be
shown at the Academy Awards for the whole

Theron thanks Jenkins in her acceptance
speech at the 61st Annual Golden Globe
Awards, which aired on NBC on January 25.

world to see, that is so beautiful for me. Not
because we should praise what she did, but
because we should honor the telling of
truth.”

Olivia Flores Alvarez is an arts and enter-
tatnment writer. She contributes often to Out-
Smart magazine and other Texas publications.
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OUT IN HOUSTON

1 Heather Hughes () and René Zelt attended the Nov. 8 GoGidsMusicFest concert

2 Texas-bred Patrice Pike performed at the Rhythm Room show. Proceeds
benefited Rock ‘n’ Roll Camp for Girls,

3 Susan Freeman (1), Brandi Untz, and Bin Klaren rooted for the Houston
Energy at the Sept. 27 38-27 defeat of the Dallas Diamonds in Rice Stadium.

4 Jimmy Phillips () and Gary Rod starred in the Oct. 18 Halloween Magic show
at the Homberger Conference Center, which mised funds for seven HIV/AIDS service
organizations.

5 Brent Pendleton with Harley (I) and KHOU anchor Lisa Foronda with
Bailey waited for their close-ups at photographer Pam Francis’ Nov. 8 Portraits in the
Park fundraiser far the Houston SPCA.

6 In October, the JPMorgan Chase PRIDE Team spruced up the Bering Omega
Community Services dental clinic as part of the corporation's Global Days of Service
program. The work day team included (fromt row, k) West Lutz, Izadora
Martinez, Jeff Wallace, Noel Boado, and Bill Tarabula; (standing, [-)
Kent Beardsley, Chris Wilkinson, Frank York, Patty Cwalinski Rusty
Swisher, Yolanda Londone, lerry Patrick, Ken Meyer, and Chuck
Winkler,

7 lzadora Martinez worked a roller at the Oct 25 PRIDE Team work day
Corporate donors fo the effort included Aspen Carpeting, McCoy Inc., and Weller
Cwalinski Art Consultants

B Philanthropist Monte Frost (c) received the Humanitarian Award at the Nov. 15
Houston Black Tie Dinner, Event co-chair Chree Baydston (1) and president Chris
Lewis welcomed Frost to the podium at the Doubletres Post Dak.

8 Kathy Najimy (1), Houston Black Tie Dinner keynote speaker, posed with Precinct
§ constable officer Mark Timmers.

10 Todd Gressley read from his new poetry collction, fiang the feland, at Helios
on Sept. 24

U.S. Construetion
& Services

* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
* Ceramic Tiling

* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Room Addition and Siding

* Replacement Windows

We are an ownenoperated company SGT'\-’mg
the Houston area for over 25 years, specializing
in residential and commercial remodeling.

We have many satisfied references, both
residential and commercial, for your review.

If we can be of assistance, please call.

Call for a free estimate.

U.S. Construction & Services v

Turn your house into
the home of your dreams.

(713) 526-7679 » Pager 713/698-0103 * E-mail: uscon@pdq.net  |oe Hlavac, Owner
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grarait& bowls like this,
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Granite, P\-—L]l’[“l](’i, 5|51Ec‘, & Limestone Fabrication and Installation

Absolute Black and Bordeaux Granite Bowl
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of theTi’!e

Granite, Marble, Slate & Limestone Fabrication and Installation

Residential - Commercial - Countertops - Vanities « Tub Surrounds - Fireplace Mantles
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10-Year Anniversary: 1994-2004
All Hhis yeay, OutSwmawt celebrates
its [Oth ommiversawvy with pavties,
prizes, promotions, oamd PRIDE!

Jowm us!

M 4 MLL 1 —
it art e 5 Namivarcard Dar
Utomart s 1utn Al ersary rdrl

Celebrate our birthday with us! Join us at Meteor from

% 5:30 to 8 p.m. for cake, special promotfions and

~ announcements, and door prizes! Cash bar. Everyone is
invited, RSVP: 713/520-7237.

QutSmart at the Improv

. loin us on at the new Improv Houston on February

12, 8:30 p.m., for a night of comedy benefiting the

Pink Ribbons Project, the breast-cancer awareness

program. Our own Eric Dieckman will be the opening act

for Jake Johannsen. $15 with all proceeds supporting Pink
Ribbons. More info: 713/333-880.

QutSmart’s 3D Issue

In April, OutSmart literally stands out from the rest.

¥ Move over Mars rover. Pictures and ads will leap off

the pages with 3D holographic imaging. This is

one magazine sure to grab aftention. Call 713/520-7237
by March 15 fo be a part of all the 3D excitement!

OutSmart’s 10th Anniversary Book
While you were making histery, we wrote it down
@ and took pictures. Don't warry, you look fabulous!
] This hardbound commemorative book spans the
past 10 years of OutSmart and the community with articles,
photos and features. This book will be kept for years to
come. To include a memorial for a loved one or to enter
your organization's salute to the GLBT community, call
713/520-7237.

OutSmart TravelSmart Getaway Giveaway

S You go girl...and we'll send you there! Win travel
&[ and accommodations o top destinations and see
~ some of the best GLBT travel spots in the world in

the May QutSmart. Whether it's a quiet bed-and-breakfast

weekend or o dance-fill-you-drop party in San Francisco,
you're bound to find the right destination for you and your
partner,

OutSmart and OutProud! Pride 2004

Hot time, Pride in the cityl Parties, parades,

Empower, oh myl QutSmart shows its colors and

covers the biggest annual celebration in Houston
and hosts special Pride evenis! Read all about it and see the
businesses that support you.

OutSmart’s Gayest and Greatest Party

Vote for the best of what makes Houston's GLBT com-

munify so great. Tell everyone what places you love—

the best places for fun, the best places for food, and

the best places fo put your gay money. In the October
issue, see hundreds of categories that affect our life every day
and the businesses that support our community. Then celebrate
with OutSmart at o gala evening benefiting the community
(details announced soon).

‘Fs@ OutSmart’s 2004 Photo Finish

i’ You're going to be in pictures, kid! QutSmart wraps
up the celebration year with o juried photogrophy competi-
tion. Winning entrants will receive prizes and have their pic-
tures displayed in an exhibition and published in a keepsake
book. Rules and details will be announced soon.
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