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Apply sunblock.
Pray it can hang on.

The all new turbocharged
Saab 9-3 Convertible.

LEASE A 2004 SAAB 9-3
ARC CONVERTIBLE
$999

499 =

With a taut, sport-tuned suspension, it’s our best-handling convertible ever.

Thrills start at $39 995 MSRP*
)

$43,300 MSRP for model shown.,

1 800 SAAB USA www.saabusa.com

2 LOCATIONS:

10505 SW Freeway * Houston TX 77074 « 713.981.4400 | 18855 Highway 59 N.+ Humble TX 77338 « 281.964.4660

www.PerformanceCarCo.com

James R.Vanya - General Manager

Bill Gamel — Sales Manager Bill Sweatt ~ General Sales Manager

W price, Your pay-
vertible is $498.4

1N Al 1 NY and
etivls and himitations. SEE YOUR PARTIC

SAAB DEALER F

Mortgage Associates is Turning 10 ...
But the Gifts & Benefits are All Yours!

Mortgage Associates of Texas is a cutting edge mortgage
brokerage. We are dedicated to providing you the best in
martgage services. We spend a great deal of time shopping
wholesale investors, title companies, appraisers, and
surveyors who will offer the highest quality work at the
most reasonable price, It's easy...

APPLY ONLINE AT: www.mortgageassoc.com

When you think of owning
a piece of Houston. . .think of

A §

= . -
IPqaqe A 1ES06IA725
of Texas
- . 3303 Louisiana, Suite 220, Houston, Texas 77006
GET APPROVED TODAY. CALL US AT 713.524.1850

TSLOMB#117

‘Refinance, Cash-out..
hefore you callthe rest

Don’t pass up
Performance for Price!

Choose from over 30 Saab Certified Vehicles!

2004 Jeep
Grand Cherokee

4'Wheel Drive, Grey, Priced 1o Selll

2001 Toyota RAV4

Siiver, Leather, Moan Roof, CD, Must See!

2002 P.T. Cruiser

Champagne Leather, Loaded, Must See!

2003 SAAB
Convertible

Hazelnue Color, Auta, CD,
Sports Whaels, Low, low miles!

2001 Mustang

Convertible
White, Spoler, All Fower,
Alloy Wheels,Very Clean

Credit Problems? We can help!
Don’t let past credit problems stop you from trying Performance!

'm James Vanya, General Manager at

Performance Saab of Houston. I'm proud
to be part of the GLBT community and a
member of the Greater Houston GLBT
Chamber of Commerce. Performance Saab
of Houston embraces diversity and is eager
to support our community.

hen you test drive a new Saab

during the month of May, .
mention this ad and Performance bl
Saab of Houston will donate $25 to 3=
the Human Rights Campaign. | look
forward to working with you. 3

James R.Vanya

General Manager

713.981.4400
jvanya@PerformanceCarCo.com
www.PerformanceCarCo.com

10505 SW Freeway » Houston TX 77
(59 South, inside Beltway 8) ;

"
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SOLUTIONS

]
We do ever}thinfw@m
building your pool a pleasant and
satisfying experience!

Call us today and we'll be happy to
help find your solution for the entire
backyard needs.

Richard’s TotaliBackyard Solutions™ is
Houston's premier 'cust_om pool builder
and a member of the
-Better Business Bureau as well as the
National"Spa & Pool Institute.
-y "

Discover the many ways we can take
your imagination as far as you want to. go.
-— — -

Let us-add you to our l'rsi of over
4,0001satisfied customers,

ASK ABOUT OUR
PRE-SEASON DISCOUNTS!

)

RICHARD’S

I OTALI BACKYARD

$ O L UT I O NS

SPAS « POOLS - DECKS * FURNISHINGS

WEST HOUSTON

713.777.7665
1701 HIGHWAY 6 S
HOUSTON, TX 77077

CLEAR LAKE

281.486.1404
15120 GALVESTON RD.
WEBSTER, TX 77598
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Timberly Douglas and Tekeshia Parker

611 911

| noticed a small writeup about commending the

i l._e;B.c;gie
p & id, and
Gary Teixeira
Mother’s Day & Father’s Day Special hatfs o sy
FREE 8 X 10 print with photo session S David Kiser n
e R A e ope Sl e Regional premiere
% Vince was six years old when
. Fyan femasan his father walked out, leaving
""" Vince and his young mother to
- CLARIFICATION grow up, grow angry, and grow
, After publication of our Mar Assistanice apart. Now Vince is in love for the
| : % iy e i first time—with 8 man—and
il k. ik : il _ needs to break the news to Mom.
: gl s Directed by Rob Bundy
[ — g — | '.|'!-|!:|: .|II' | th el G May 1 2 v June 6' 2004
nid for all vour good work aver the last 10 vears!
| Robert Tomlin
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THE GRADUATES. We all know that the throngs of high
school seniors clutching diplomas this month include scores of queer
youth. We recently caught up with three, who are all involved in
H.A.T.C.H., the program for GLBT and guestioning young people. Tom
Jurewicz [standing, 1) will graduate from Clear Lake High School, and
in the fall he will enter the Valparaiso University pre-seminary
program. Rowdy Tidwell [standing, r) and Matt Hudson (seated) will
graduate from Westside High School. Tidwell plans to study psychology
at the University of Texas San Antonio. Hudson is looking forward to a
post-graduation trip to New York City this summer.

Photographed by Yvonne Feece at a HA.T.C.H. meeting in April
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DEAR
MOTHERS. With
same-gender marriage
and gay/leshian
families so much in
the news, this year we
will especially honor
two-mom households
on Mether's Day, May
9. Brianna Burchette
will celebrate with her
two mommies, Christy
Burchette (in the
center] and Sherrie
Davis. When they
aren't working to

keep up with their
18-month-old
daughter, Burchette
teaches first grade
and Davis teaches pre-
kindergarten. They are
new members of
Houston Gay & Leshian
Parents, the aclive
group for families in
our community, which
plans a horseback-
riding excursion for
May 15.

Photographed by
John Conroy at
Wesl Universily
Elementary
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Sheree Thompson
Independent Realtor Executive

713-204-4828

A one story beauty! You won'l be
disappointed by this 3 bedroom, 2 bath
custom built home. 5159900 Call
Sheree Thompson 713-204-4828.

Richard Buentello
Independent Realtor Executive

281-222-9311

Wonderful Heights bungalow, com-
pletely remodeled. 2 bedroom, 2 bath
and a garage apartment... all in this
highlty desireable area! $225.900 Call
Richard Buentello 281-222-9311

KAmENM DEAN & ABSSOCIATEE REALTY—VIEW POF FLYERS @ KARENDERN.COM

Robert Zahn

Galveston Specialist
409-939-9237

Circa 1904 with lots of updnte.\. 1906 CUI.IBgt’ two blocks to

Full lot. Over 1700 5., in Galves- the beach. 3/2/2 ready for vou

ton. $100,000. Call Robert Zahn o redo. Original moldings and

409-939-9237 floors S‘?f.i!;!. Call Robert Zahn
409-939-9237

Woodland Heights area Crafis-
man lovingly updated, 4 bed 3
bath. Wrap porch and great wood-
work., $362,000. Call Karen Derr
T13-875-7050

KARENM DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLygns @ KARENDERR .COM

Sarah Goodner
' Uﬁ i Independent Realtor Executive
4 281-830-6325

Tomorrow’s styling for today's
people! Lovely 3 bed, 3 1/2 bath Perry
home offers a popular location and a
great price! Call it home! $£229,800
Call Sarah Goodner at 281-830-6325,

Bruce Chambers

Montrose Specialist
713-822-1377

Great Montrose Condo opens to
large courtyard. Lovely home or in-
vestment! $58,000. Call Bruce Cham-
bers 713-822-1577.

Jerry Jaggers
Independent Realtor Executive

713-501-7076

Wow! That’s all you'll be able to
say about this trendy and luxuri-
ous 2 bedroom, 2 hath town home.
5219000 Call Jerry Jaggers 713-
501-7076.

Bruce Hutmacher

Independent Realtor Executive

281-216-0557

Charming 2 bedroom, 1 bath home
in Garden Qaks on over 14,000 ET
ft. of land!! 5209000 Call Bruce
Hutmacher 281-216-0557

KAREN DERE & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS @ HKARENDERR.COM

KAREN DERR

& ASSOCIATES REALTY




ON THE ROAD. 0n May 8, Kirsten Brueggerhoff (r) and Betsy Odom -

will ride in the Art Car Parade in their own creation, El Pollo in the Desert. B u n n Ies O n I h e Bayou
Odom will enter the parade—the annual event presented hy the Orange Show

Center for Visionary Art—for the first time. Brueggerhoff is a second-year

veteran. Iinternet provider Everyones Internet sponsors the parade on Allen -
. - Parkway. At the photo shoot last month, Brueggerhoff stressed that El Pollo - 25‘:“ A“ “Ive rsaw .

was a work in progress. But you can look for the iguana.

Photographed by Yvonne Feece
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News Briefs

DATEBOOK

= Rainbow Fishing Club sails
from Galveston on deep-sea
angling trips on May 2 and
June 5. Reservations: 713/
523-6381 John Hubert,

= On May 3, the support
group for gay men with HIV
resumes meeting on Mondays,
1:15-2:45 p.m., at Montrose
Counseling Center. Register:
Bob Hergenrogder, LCSW,
713/528-0037, axt. 322,

= On May 5, a new Women's
HIV Support Group hegins
meating on Wadnesdays,
1-2:30 p.m., at Montrose
Counseling Center, Registar:
Marilyn Barnes, LGSW,
713/528-0037, ext. 328.

= May 7 is the deadline for
submitting an event for the
official GLBT Pride calendar.
May 15 is the deadline for
reserving space in the June 26
GLBT Pride Parade (without
incurring a late fee). Late
deadline: May 30. Details:
www.pridehouston.org.

= Montrose Softhall League
hosts the Lone Star Classic
Tournament, May 28-31, at the
Houstan Sportsplex. Register:
www.montrosesofthallleague.com.

= STAG/Some Transgenders
Are Guys meets tha first
Sunday of the month, & p.m.,
al the Houston GLBT
Community Center.

= CATS/Community
Awareness for Transgender
Support meets Wednesdays,
7 p.m,, at the Houston GLAT
Community Center.

= People With AIDS
Coalition offers free childcare
by appointment, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Maonday-Friday, at Thomas
Street Clinic and Bering Omepa
Gommunity Services. Details:
713/873-4162. 1
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CAMPING IT UP

ill Nix (1-r), Joel Icenhower, Jerel McNeil, and Dennis Watson,

will volunteer at the spring PWA Campout, May 21-23, at

Buzzard’s Peak outside Cameron, 150 miles north of Houston.
The Texas Conference of Clubs, which includes the local Colt 45’s and
Houston Area Bears, owns the wooded 30-acre compound and donates
use of the facilities for the twice-yearly event for people with HIV/
AIDS and family, friends, and caregivers. The fee to campers for the
three-day retreat is $25, and donations help send campers unable to
pay. To contribute, contact campout coordinator John Szewczyk at
texd4ever@hotmail.com.

J'cli Rodriguez, culture maven from the
Bravo series Queer Eve for the Straight
Guy, will appear at two events during
Empower, the June 12-13 business-and-
community expo presented by the Greater
Houston GLBT Chamber of Commerce.

Rodriguez, a singer and Broadway
performer (Rent, Zanna Don't) as well as
reality-TV star, will preside at a VIP party
and autograph reception during “Lift-Off:
Our Launch into Pride,” a Saturday-
evening event co-hosted by the chamber
and the Pride Committee of Houston.

Rodriguez will then perform his single
“Love Is Good" at the “Out of This World
Party” and dance later that night.

All Empower activities—including the
daytime exhibitions by commercial
vendors and nonprofit groups—will take
place at the George R. Brown Convention
Center. The chamber moved Empower
from September to June this year.

AIDS ADVOCACY TRAINING SET

AL no time since the beginning of the epidemic has it been more important for
HIV-positive individuals to become proactively involved with issues related to
HIV/AIDS funding and service delivery.” This statement from Rich Arenschieldt,
Center for AIDS director of education and outreach, reflects the urgency in the
face of declining funds for HIV/AIDS felt by service providers and the affected
community.

The Center for AIDS Hope and Remembrance Project is encouraging stronger
involvement by offering another session of Project LEAP, the 17-week HIV
advocacy training program. Participants can opt for day or evening classes, which
will begin this month

Project LEAP (Learning, Empowerment, Advocacy and Participation) fosters
participation on the Ryan White Planning Council, the federally funded body that
determines the allocation of more than $19 million in Harris and five adjacent
counties.

“In fiscal year 2004, Houston has suffered a 6.8-percent cut in funding for
Ryan White Title I funding,” Arenschieldt points out. This year, some HIV ser-
vices have seen a 14-percent cut in federal funding, according to center statistics.

NEW TASK FORCE
ADDRESSES MENTAL HEALTH

Thu first effort of a new task force
on GLBT mental-health issues
created by the Mental Health
Association of Greater Houston is a
brochure on depression and gay,
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender
people. The free brochure 1s available at
Bering Support Network, Houston
GLBT Community Center, Montrose
Clinic, and Montrose Counseling Center
and through the association, a
nonprofit, United Way Agency.

May is National Mental
Health Month, sponsored since 1949 by
the National Mental Health
Agsociation.

ACLU HONORS LAWRENCE V. TEXAS TRIO

he accolades continue to accrue

for the three local men involved in
the landmark Lawrence v. Texas case
that resulted in the overturning of the

anti-sodomy law. On May 8, the
Houston chapter of the American Civil
Liberties Union will present the
Dassia Porper Liberties in Justice
Award to attorney Mitchell Katine and

Lawrence petitioners Tyron Garner
and John Lawrence. The trio will
receive the award at the Houston
ACLU gala.

Radio commentator and author
Jim Hightower will speak at the gala,
which will also honor Ben Levy,
founder of the Houston ACLU chapter.

Texas trio (I-r): Tyrone Garner,
Mitchell Katine, and John Lawrence.
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LeftOut

by Daryl Moore

MAKE NO MISTAKE

Dubya reveals he is often in error; but never in doubt

magine you're in a job interview and
vour interviewer asks you the following
question: “Identify a mistake you've
made, and tell me what you've learned from
it." Unless you're an idiot, or you've never
made a mistake, this question is a softball.
It's an opportunity to demonstrate that
you're humble enough to recognize you're
not God and that you're smart enough to
learn from your mistakes.
If someone asked me that question about
a mistake I've made in the past three years,
I could give a number of examples:
* I rushed to judgment too quickly
* T was biased. I didn't listen for the
truth because it wasn't playing out with my
preconceived idea of what 1 thought the
truth was going to be.
* | went farther than I should have
because | thought [ had something to prove
There's nothing specific about any of

these. They would work for almost anyone—

SGll'Ulﬂg our cuslomers with

2004 Mustang

just general conclusions that we've messed
up at one time or another, All have a hint
of humility.

Then why couldn’t Dubya identify one
mistake he has made in the past three years
when he was asked to do so at his recent
press conference? Specifically, Dubya was
asked by a reporter:

“Mr. President. In the last campaign, you
were asked a question about the biggest
mistake you'd made in your life, and you
used to like to joke that it was trading
Sammy Sosa. You've looked back before 9/
11 for what mistakes might have been made.
After 9/11, what would your biggest mistake
be, would you say, and what lessons have
you learned from it?”

When thrown this softball, the man who
once owned the Texas Rangers struck out.
He was dumbfounded. He rambled. He
reached. But he couldn't come up with an
answer. So he said:

“I wish you would have given me this
written question ahead of time, so I could
plan for it. [Leughter] John, I'm sure
historians will look back and say, ‘Gosh, he
could have done it better this way or that
way.' You know, I just—I'm sure something
will pop inte my head here in the midst of
this press conference, with all the pressure
of trying to come up with an answer, but it
hasn't yet.

“] would have gone into Afghanistan the
way we went into Afghanistan. [We assume
he meant to say Iraq, but that would imply
he made a mistake.] Even knowing what 1
know today about the stockpiles of weapons,
I still would have called upon the world to
deal with Saddam Hussein. See, I happen
to believe that we'll find out the truth on
the weapons. That's why we've sent up the
independent eommission. I look forward to
hearing the truth, exactly where they are.

continued on page 20
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OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

A MOMENTOUS DECADE

Ten vears of columns reflect an era of turmoil and victories

In the second of two parts, Dale Carpenter
remembers a decade of writing for OutSmart
with excerpts from his favorite columns.

ay couples, having tasted the

second-class legitimacy of domes-

tic partnerships, will soon de-
mand a first-class treatment they would not
have dared to dream possible a few years
before.

“California's Partners Law is & Principled Compromise,” October 1988

Bill Clinton went to Los Angeles last month
to speak about pain to the very same group
of gay politicos he brought to tears seven
years ago. . . . He told them, as he did in
1992, “I have a vision for America and you
are part of it.” Why the audience did not
burst out in uncontrollable laughter at that
moment is one of the great political
mysteries of the age.

“Pain and Clinton Lala Land,” November 1589

| Bringing great homes

and great people together.

It isn't the powerless who show mercy, it's
the powerful. It isn’t the timid who forgive,
it's the self-confident. It isn’t the weak who
have patience, it's the strong. And it isn't
the vietim who looks a killer in the eyes and
gays “Live,” it's the victor, This movement
is going to have to be merciful to those who
have done it wrong.

“Shepard, Falwell, and the Future,” December 1989

For anyone who thinks gays should stand
irredeemably apart from society—either
because we nu,\_{hl to be outcasts or because
we ought to be revolutionaries—this must
have been a frustrating decade. The political
causes that most defined our movement in
the 1990s sought to weave gays into the
fabric of American life.

“The Book That Started a Counter-Revolution,” January 2000

When the Supreme Court held that the Boy
Scouts of America may exclude openly gay

Enjoy our new “Mix-Mex"
Crawfish Entrees!

Cabo Montrase

CRAWFISH
SOCIALE= "

scoutmasters, many gay civil rights
advocates howled. One writer said the result
“lent legitimacy to the bigotry of . . .
institutions all over America.” That's one
way to describe the function of the First
Amendment. I prefer to think of it as
something free people should cherish.

“The Scouts’ Rights—And Durs,” August 2000

The Log Cabin Republicans' (LCR)
endorsement of George Bush has drawn
criticism from Fire Island to the Castro. Gay
political groups, notably the Human Rights
Campaign, blasted LCR. The critics not only
disagreed with the endorsement but seemed
dumbfounded by it. Yet even if Gore is
ohjectively the better choice for gays, the
endorsement of Bush advances gay equality.

“How Could They?" Dctober 2000

For Clinton, gays were an expendable
constituency. He threw us just enough —
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m cantinued from page 18

They could still be there. They could be
hidden, like the 50 tons of mustard gasin a
turkey farm. ., . , I hope I—I don't want to
sound like I've made no mistakes. I'm
confident I have. I just haven't—you just put
me under the spot here, and maybe I'm not
as quick on my feet as [ should be in coming
up with one.”

Let's deconstruct Dubya’s answer to
reflect what he was really thinking:

“I wish you would have given me this
written question ahead of time, so I could
have gotten Condi to help me with it. You
know, I just—I'm sure something will pop
into my head here in the midst of this
press conference, like Dick Cheney’s hand
usually does when he runs it up my ass
and moves my lips with it. But I'm out here
all alone with no one to tell me what to
think or say. Boy, this is really scary. | want
Karen Hughes.

“And why would I change anvthing
about Afghanistan? I mean. we knew there
weren't stockpiles of weapons when I
decided to go to war. That's just what we
told the public. By the time the American
people find out the truth about the weapons,
the war will be over with, and I will already
have been reelected. And that’s all that
counts

“I don’t want to sound like I've made no
mistakes, even though I haven't. I mean, |
know I'm supposed to sound humble, but I
just can’t. I'm not as quick on my feet as I
should be in coming up with an answer, And
how can I have made any mistakes when I
haven't made any decisions? All I've done is
what Cheney and Rumsfeld and Wolfowitz
told me to do. Ask one of them. I'm going
back to Crawford for another vacation, and
I'm never doing another press conference
alone again. Ever.”

Writing from the liberal side, Houston attorney

aryl Moore has a general practice and is
Daryl M h g I t {
board certified in civil appellate law.

page

sops (an administration appointment here,
using the word “gay” in a speech there) to
keep us quiet when he betrayed us. We
accepted this deal because, like a battered
spouse, we thought we'd never had it so
good. Having tied ourselves so closely to this
man, we sit beside the stench of his moral
putrefaction, in need of a bath.

“Goodbye to Clintan,” February 2001

Personally, I'd rather have one openly gay
person serving as the AIDS czar than a

hundred appointees under Clinton, the most
important of whom labored over patents,
housing, and relations with the Grand
Duchy of Luxembourg.

“Defying Left and Right,” May 2001

I don't think she understood homosexuality,
but she knew all about devotion, having
lived with the same man for almost 58 years.
My partner was more than tolerated by

Grandma, he was expected. He was part of

us, the same as if he'd been my spouse. It
It was a
matter of family. ... On April 19, Grandma
died. The hands that raised three gen-

wasn’'t a matter of gay rights

erations of children were so distorted by
erippling arthritis at the end that I could
barely look at them. The kind blue eyes that
could see into your core were closed. .
Some of these preachers and politicians who
talk so much about family values wouldn't
have been worthy to stand in her presence.
You're lucky to get one good mom in life. |
had two. My love to you, Grandma.

“Heal Family Values,” Juna 2001

One year after Vermont enacted its civil
unions law—the closest thing this country
has ever had to gay marriage—the most
remarkable thing is how unremarkable that
vear has been. No meteors have descended
on Montpelier; no plague of locusts has
stripped bare the maple trees; husbands
have not left their wives for nubile male
yvouths; wives have not abandoned their
children for sapphic music festivals. A few
more experiences like this, and we may get
nationwide gay marriage one day,

‘Our First Anniversary in Yermont,” September 2001

We are in this with everyone else, We

jumped from the towers in desperation. We

climbed the stairs to save others. We called
our lover in a frenzied last I love vou.” Our
souls went up from the rubble,

“The Inferno and Us,” Dctober 2001

To most gay Americans the U.S, is basically
a good country that sometimes does bad
things. To the antiwar gay left, however, this
is basically a bad country that sometimes
does good things. The war [in Afghanistan]

has exposed the fundamental cleav
between them and the rest of us as never
hefore “Follies of the Antiwar Gay Left,” December 2001
The First Amendment created gay America.
For advocates of gay legal and social
equality there has been no more reliable and
important constitutional text.

“The First Amendment to the Rescue,” March 2002

Our success in the cultural and political
battles erodes the basis for the very

community that organized to fight those
battles. We ought to see our fragmentation
as a marker of progress, not as a reason for
despair. It's a sign we're winning.

“What Unites Us?" August 2002

When Bush won the presidency, we were
told he would never hire an openly gay
person to a post in his administration and
would 1'P§u-:1| the executive order })1'nEH'Ti ng
gay federal employees from job discrimi-
nation. On its website, NGLTF even
featured a mock “count” of Bush’s openly gay
appointees starting with 0, which is where
NGLTF imagined the count would stay.
After a dozen or so openly gay Bush
appointees, including an ambassador, the
NGLTF counter is gone. The executive order
is still there “The Sky Is Nat Falling,” January 2003
War and anachronism were everywhere.
Consider the very room in which the oral
argument [in Lawrence v. Texas] oceurred.
You look up and see a marble Greek-inspired
bas-relief featuring two large men seated
beside one another. Draped in robes covering
their privates, they are nearly naked from
the waist up, revealing six-pack abs,
chiseled pecs, and bulging biceps. To either
side of them stand young, lithe, and even
more scantily clad man servants. The voung

men's athletic bodies face forward, but their

heads are turned to gaze at groups of semi-
nude, well-built, sword-bearing men, who
stare back at them. It drips homoeroticism
and bellicosity. Beneath this tableau, on
March 26, 2003, the Supreme Court of the
United States considered the constitutional
fate of a law banning gay sodomy:.

“Court Report,” May 2003

Never

constitutional amendment to limit the

before have we adopted a
states’ ability to control their own family
law. Never before have we amended the
Constitution to restrict the ability of the
democratic process to H'.\-:|JFH‘H'1 individual
rights. This is no time to start.

“A Good Defense,” November 2003

Writing from the conservative side,
Dale Carpenter began his column for Out-
Smart in 1994, when he lived in Houston,
Now residing in Minneapolis, Carpenter
ts a Untversity of Minnesota Law School
I|lJr'f_,l|n'"a,'-r.~ru.f', _‘”r;]'j_\.' ulf' his J'u‘l,f'r*ru'frl'-'i'fl columns
are archived at www. outsmartmagazine
.com. Other past columns ean be read at www

ndegayforum.com.

CHECK OQUT “CHECK UP"

In our ongoeing 10th-anniversary series,
we revisit therapist and former OuiSmart
columnist Patrick Vachon on page 52.
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InsideQut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

BUDGET BUSTER

The city confronts the pension-fund debacle in a May 15 vote

he upcoming city budget will be the
toughest balancing act since the 1986
oil bust.

Fixed expenses will jump $156 million,
but revenues are expected to climb only
about $43 million. Like many cities,
Houston faces steep increases in employee
health insurance premiums—$26 million
more next year. We'll also pay $50 million
more to police officers for raises promised
in their contract

Sales tax revenue, which accounts for
about 25 percent of the general fund budget,
is finally beginning to inch up again after
dropping or staying flat for two years. The
recession even slowed property tax col-
lections, which make up about 45 percent
of the general budget.

Then there's the pension fund shortfall
you may have read about. That will account
for almost $58 million of the increase.

The pension fund crisis isn't just an

2WRONG|
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esoteric issue affecting only city employees.
It could affect the level of city services and
has certainly precipitated a crisis in public
confidence. Everywhere I go, astonished
voters ask how this happened and what the
city is going to do about it.

May 15 Election

One immediate solution is the May 15
election. Houston voters will be asked to opt
out of Proposition 15, the recently approved
state constitutional amendment that
prohibits cities from reducing or impairing
any pension benefit already earned by
someone vested in a municipal pension, If
Proposition 15 is allowed to stand, the city
will be limited in its ability to negotiate
changes that could help reduce the
unfunded pension liability.

I hope community organizations study
the issue and recommend that people vote
to allow the city to opt out.

Public and private entities all across
the country face staggering pension
problems, mostly due to the drop in the
stock market and the recession. The city
of El Paso’s pension fund faces a $440
million gap while Dallas is $2 billion short.
Many private pension plans have already
asked for a federal bailout or have sought
bankruptey

Of the city's three pension plans, the
municipal pension system has by far the
largest projected shortfall, ranging from
$1.5 billion to $2.8 billion over the next 18
years. This covers about 12,000 civilian
employees. The police pension system may
fall about $500 million short, while the
Firefighters Relief Fund is essentially fully
funded and may be less than $50 million in
the hole.

Yes, we've got a serious problem. But it's

the result of the age and demographics of

the municipal workforce converging with

changes on Wall Street and in Austin. The
dilemma is complicated by the fact that
we're trying to predict what may or may not
happen two or three decades down the road.
No one knows for sure at what age an
employee will retire or what kind of returns
we can expect from our investments in 2020.
It’s all imaginary numbers.

How It Happened

Since city emplovees make about one-third
less than their private sector counterparts
and are lucky to get a raise every three or
four years, the eity has tried to compensate
by offering better pensions. The state
legislature controls pension benefits for
Texas cities. In 2001, the legislature
dramatically increased Plan A benefits by
raising the 25-year pension from 80 percent
to 90 percent of salaries. The state also pays
its employees less but puts more money into
pensions.

Like previous pension changes, these
occurred in Austin. City Council did not vote
to increase pension benefits. We did, of
course, know about the legislation

In 2001, the Municipal Pension Fund's
actuarial firm, Towers Perrin, estimated
that 14 percent of the city's annual payroll
would be needed to cover pension
obligations. We thought we could afford the
more generous pension benefits being
discussed in Austin.

In 2003, a new Towers Perrin report
predicted pension obligations would eat up
more than 40 percent of the city's annual
payroll. What happened between 2001 and
20037 Many of you with mutual funds and
401k’s know the answer, The stock market
tanked.

The Way Out
Change the actuary period. This would have
a huge impact. The current estimates are
based on a fixed actuary period that will

expire in 18 years. A rolling 30-yvear actuarsy
period would allow us to spread out the
unfunded liability.

Issue pension obligation bonds. This
would be like using your credit card to pay
your mortgage. It's not a good idea, but we
may have to consider it.

Change pension benefits. Employee
payroll contributions likely will be
increased, New hires and employvees who
are not yet vested may well be offered an
entirely different plan. I envision a
defined contribution plan instead of the
current defined benefit plan. A defined
contribution plan is similar to a 401k.
Each year the city would contribute a
specific amount of money on an employee's
behalf. The emplovee would also con-
tribute. Upon retirement, the employee —

. Pick out flowers.

Select a casket.

Buy a suit.

Grieve,

Let us take care of the details,
s0 vou can take care of yourself.
Your local Dieniry Memorial
funeral provider offers step-by

step assistance through the

entire funeral planning process -

offering added amenities like a

[“.'l‘-[‘:'lill. x'il”]'l'll_" C ‘.I'J :IT]-{ £ven

Spec ial travel fares that can often

| ] ]
|'L much lower l|'..m d1THmne

bereavement rates. For a
Dignity Memorial provider
near you or to request your
tree Funeral Reference Guide,
please call 1.80O.DIGNITY or

visit DignityMemorial.com.

The Settegast ~ Kopf Co,
3320 Kirby Drive

Geo. H. Lewis & Sons
Funeral Directors
1010 Bering Drive
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would receive only the money in the
account as opposed to a specified per-
centage of his or her salary.

Establish a city controller seat on the
pension board. This would fit perfectly with
the controller's responsibility as the city's
financial watchdog and would bring some
independent oversight to the pension fund’s
investing policies. There would be no conflict
of interest because I have no vote at the
council table. Either the controller or a
designee could serve,

The city has a chance to begin bailing
out the ship May 15. Please don't forget

to vote,

My Municipal Channel TV show, Money
Maiters, can be seen every Monday on the
Municipal Channel (Warner Cable 16) at 2
and 8 a.m. and 2 and 8 p.m

Annise Parker is city controller and the highest-
ranking openly GLBT elected offictal in any of
the 10 largest U.S. cities. She has contributed
a monthily column to OutSmart magazine since
June 2002, The controller’s website

www.ci.howuston. tx.us [ citygovt [ controller. To

e her newsletter, send an e-mail fo

rece
controllers@eity a’r.lrr.u~{ on.net
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It had been awhile since my partner and
I had visited Mo Mong, the Vietnamese
bistro and one of Houston’s hippest
nightspots, so we decided to venture in
one Wednesday night.

When we entered, we were immediately
caught off guard by the stylish décor,
which includes an
industrial frame-
work and deep, blue
walls dotted with
the work of local
artists. The place
felt urban and edgy,
but we were very
comfortable even in
our business casual
dress.

After a couple of
rounds of excellently
prepared cocktails, we perused our din-
ner options, which, I must say, were
numerous. In addition to traditional
favorites, Mo Mong has added some new
summer menu items, including Fried

Calamari Salad, a generous portion of

fried calamari on a bed of field greens

A Montrose Hotspot Revisited

with a peach glaze dressing. It was to die
for! There was also the new Fusion
Chicken, sautéed chicken breast with
zucchini, snow peas, and red bell pepper,
topped with a sweet and tangy peach
sauce, We also shared Summer Rolls,
crispy breaded chicken breast, fresh
sliced mango, and lettuce in a rice paper
wrap, served with a
mango dipping sauce. To
make our meal complete,
we had a few of the $2
martinis that have made
Wednesday nights at Mo
Mong famous. Others at
the bar were looking fash-
ionable, having frozen
Cosmopelitans, another
favorite here. Mo Mong
always has been a place
to see and be seen. It was
nice to see it still is,

Fully sated, we leaned back and sur-
veyed the rest of the establishment. I'd
wondered that maybe, because my
friend and I were fairly well dressed,
that we had been mistaken for well-to-do
businessmen, which might have led to

our A+ treatment and food. I was wrong.
Customers from the large family next to
us to the two guys in T-shirts and shorts
on the patio were receiving top-notch,
friendly service. Obviously, everyone fit
in. My fears have been assuaged. Next
Wednesday will find me at the Mo Mong
bar, sipping a Manhattan among friends
and strangers... and eagerly awaiting
more Summer Rolls.

New Summer menu items
Fusion Chicken (l-r), Summer Rolls and
Fried Calamari Salad accompanied by one
of Mo Mong's famous Cosmopolitans,

MO mong
VIETNAMESE
1201 Westheimer, #b 713 524 5664
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OutLive

by Michael Stuart

WHAT A DRIP

The second of a series of STD 101 articles looks at three common maladies

arly one morning, you try to go to
the bathroom and almost seream
with pain. Relax, you're not alone;
Chlamydia and gonorrhea, also known as
the Clap or the Drip, are the two most
common sexually transmitted diseases.
Chlamydia is normally caused by the
bacteria Chlamyvdia trachomatis, and gonor-
rhea is caused by the bacteria Neisseria
gonorrhoeae. Both bacterial infections are
normally associated as sexually transmitted
diseases of the urethra and cervix, but they
can also infect (often with few symptoms)
the throat, rectum, and eyes.

CHLAMYDIA TRACHOMATIS
Chlamydia is the most commonly diagnosed
sexually transmitted disease. The symp-
toms of chlamydia vary from person to per-
son and depending on where the
infection occurs. Chlamydia tra-
chomatis infection of the eves
causes recurrent eye infections
that can lead to blindness if not
correctly diagnosed and treated
[nfections of the rectum and
throat are often without symp-
toms, or symptoms are dis-
counted as minor; however, the
disease can be easily trans-
mitted to sexual partners
through unprotected oral or anal sex.
Infection of the urethra can cause pain-
ful urination, fluid discharge ranging in
color from clear to milky vellow, tenderness
around the opening of the urethra, and, in
advanced cases, lower back pain. In women,
chlamydia infeetion ean also cause an
increase in odor. If left untreated, chlamydia
infection in women can lead to pelvic inflam-
matory disease, infertility, ectopic preg-
nancy, and vertical transmission to the baby
during birth. In men, it ean cause an in-
flammation of part of the reproductive sys-
tem, the epididymis, leading to difficulties
ejaculating.

Chlamydia is highly contagious.
Although your partner might not have any
symptoms, you may still be infected through
unprotected sex. Also, despite the lack of
symptoms, long-term damage may still
occur. Treatment options include many
different types of antibiotics; ciprofloxin,
doxycycline, and azithromyein are com-
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monly prescribed to treat infection. The par-
ticular treatment that vour physician chooses
is the product of many years of experience.
Recurrent infections are most commonly the
result of either failure to treat all sexual
partners or treatment noncompliance.

NEISSERIA GONORRHOEAE

Gonorrhea is the second most commonly
diagnosed sexually transmitted disease,
Gonorrhea can infect the cervix, urethra,
rectum, throat, and eyes, with symptoms
ranging in severity from unnoticeable to
debilitating. The symptoms of gonorrhea are
similar to those of chlamydia, and they are
often both present in those who test positive
for one or the other. Like chlamydia, gonor-
rhea can also be transmitted through unpro-
tected oral or anal sex. If left untreated,

If you feel queasy talking with
your doctor about your sexual
practices, find one you are
comfortable with.

gonorrhea can lead to pelvic inflammatory
disease and infertility in women, and in rare
cases can create symptoms similar to those
of rheumatoid arthritis and meningitis.

Gonorrhea is very sensitive to specific
antibiotics. While there are resistant
strains, infections can be treated with a
single dosage of azithromycin or a series of
any of a number of antibiotics.

ONE MORE BAD TRICH

Trichomonas vaginalis, a single-cell
anaerobic protozoa flagellate (a one-cell
organism that is not a bacteria, moves
around using a tail-like structure, and needs
an oxyvgen-free environment to live), is a
sexually transmitted disease that is rarely
talked about, but i1s very common. Trich is
asymptomatic in 50 percent of women and
90 percent of men, but is still infectious
despite the lack of symptoms. In women,
trich can cause a vaginitis, including a
yellow vaginal discharge, odor, vulvar

itching, redness of the vulva and vagina,
painful urination, and pain during pene-
trative intercourse. In men, when symptoms
are present, they include abnormal dis-
charge, irritated tip of the penis, and burn-
ing with urination.

Because symptoms often are very mild
or transitory, many ignore the symptoms
and continue to spread the illness to
gubsequent sexual partners. Women often
erroneously self-diagnose trich as a
stubborn yeast infection and unsuec-
cessfully use over-the-counter treat-
ments. Once diagnosed, however, trich is
easily treated with an antimicrobial agent
called metronidazole.

Remember that while symptoms often
disappear within the first few days of
treatment, the entire course of medication
must be completed in order to
cure the infection. Regardless of
the disease, the most important
part of an effective treatment is
to make sure that all partners
are notified of the possibility
that they might also be infected
and receive treatment. It is
pointless to treat one partner if
the other{s) are left infected and
not treated. If all potentially
infected persons are tested and
treated, the chances of reinfection are
significantly reduced.

If you happen to have a partner who has
been diagnosed with an infection, in order
for yvour physician to make an accurate
diagnosis, it is important that you are
honest and open about your sexual prac-
tices. If your doctor does not know you
practice unprotected oral or anal sex, for
example, the appropriate tests will prubclb]y
not be performed. If you feel queasy talking
with your doctor about your sexual prac-
tices, find one you are comfortable with.
Most physicians are aware of GLBT issues
and are able to offer superior care when they
know their patient's risk factors.

A positive test for any sexually trans-
mitted disease is considered an indication
of unsafe sex practices and should be
followed with an HIV antibody test.

Michael Stewart began his series on sexually
transmitted diseases in the April issue.
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The star of Cagney and Lacey and Queer as Folk
lets it all hang out

by Blase DiStefano
Photograph opposite page by Norman Jean Roy

haron Gless was especially ap-
pealing to gay women during her
tenure as Det. Sgt. Christine
Cagney in Cagney and Lacey, a
= TV drama that ran from 1982 to
1988, and she received the fan letters to
prove it. The actress was nominated for an
Emmy six times—twice she carried home
the statuette. She also garnered a win out
of five Golden Globe nominations—and won
another one for her role in The Trials of Rosie
O’Neill. = Now she’s an icon for gay men
because of her portrayal as Debbie Novotny,

Michael's (Hal Sparks) crazy-but-lovable
mom on Showtime’s Queer as Folk, which
began its fourth season last month. Again,
she gets the fan letters to prove it. * The 60-
year-old performer (she'll be 61 on May 31)
attributes her appeal to lesbians and gay
men as part of the reason for her success-
ful career. » When | initially called Gless to
interview her, | got her voice mail. Shortly
after, her publicist told me that she had had
an emergency, that a friend was sick. When
| called her a week later, | began the inter-
view by asking about her friend.

Blase DiStefano: Is everything okay?
Sharon Gless: Well, my friend died.

She was my very best friend. Our par-
ents were best friends and they had
us a month apart, so I've known her
all my life. She had cancer for 10
vears, g0 we had been saying goodbye
for a while now

| had lots of friends who died of AIDS.,
I reached a point where it seemed
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like | had been saying goodbye for
such a long time that by the time they
died, it was like, Okay, I'm ready.

Yes, I did a lot of mourning before she
died. She told a mutual friend of ours,
“This is going to hit Sharon really
hard. I don’t want her mourning, so I
put her in charge of my memorial.”
[Both laugh] Her child is my godchild.
Judy was one of those amazing moth-
ers where all three children wor-

shipped her. How many parents can
say that?

Since we're talking about mothers,
and since this is for our May Mother's
Day issue . .. how did you get to be
Michael's mother?

I was in a play in Chicago called Ca-
hoot, an original piece written for me
by Claudia Allen, a wonderful leshian
playwright. While 1 was there, a —

Happy Mother's Day, Debbiel,
and Happy Birthday, Sharonl:
Sharon Gless plays @ mom on
Queer as Folk, and Gless's

birthday is May 31.
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local agent I know called me and said he
had just read the most amazing script, that
it was a British series. He said, “There’s a
part in here, Sharon, that you'd be so right
for.” He sent it to me, I read it, and I ealled
Showtime that same day.

You knew who to call?

The assistant to the president of Showtime
was assistant to my husband [producer
Barney Rosenzweig] for 15 vears. I called

her and said, “Carol, I just read this script

of yours, Queer as Folk. Has the role of the
mother been cast?” She said, “Sharon, you
don't want to do this. There's no money in
it.” [Laughs] I said, “1 don’t eare. If you have
the guts to do this show, 1 want to be on it
Who do I do to get that part?” She said, “Let
me talk to Jerry [Offsay, head of Showtime].”
Jerry sends back the message, “Tell Sharon
I love it. I think she'd add a little class to
the project.” I sent the message back, “Tell
Jerry that class was not what I had in
mind.” [Both laugh]

So they flew me out to meet with the two
producers. It was a really black day for
them, because nobody would return their
calls. Everybody was afraid to touch this
project.
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| guess it was really a lot different, even
for cable.

We did set the tone. There would be no other
gay shows on television if it hadn’t been for
us. I mean, there was Will and Grace—you
know what I'm saying?

So they told me the part was mine. 1
said, “Don't you want me to read for this?”
They said, “Of course not.” When I got out
of the elevator in L.A., this man standing
there said, “Are you looking for Queer as
Folk?" It was Peter Paige [Emmett]. He'd
just come from his interview,

Mother me: Debbie Movotny (Gless)
hugs her son Michael (Hal Sparks)
in a scene from Queer as Folk.

When did you finally meet Hal Sparks
[Michael]?

[ was calling the producers back and forth
because I had all these ideas for Debbie. “I
want to change her wig, every day I want a
new wig. It has to be cheap, because she
can’t afford anything.” They loved it. So I
kept calling them with more ideas, and on
one of the days, they said, “Hold on a
minute, Sharon.” This voice came on the
phone and said, “Hi, Mom."” I said, “Hi,
honey. Are you my Michael?” and he said,
“Yeah.” [Both laugh] That's how we met

Have you met any PFLAG mothers?
Since I've started doing this show, I've met
hundreds of them—some write to me, oth-
ers approach me in publie.

I'm also approached by a lot of gay men.
Last night we were shooting on loeation and
an older man came up to me with tears in
his eyes, saying, “Thank vou so much for
what you do for us.” Blase, I get hugs all
the time.

I'd hug you the second I'd see you.

Thank you. After the first year, we were be-
ing honored in New York City Hall, and a
boy came up to me and said, “Could I have a
hug?” While I was holding him, the boy just
started sobbing. Sobbing and sobbing as I

held him, and I never let go. Everyone dis-
appeared for me as [ held him. I only tell the
story because I get these incredible perks. . .

It just shows you how much they love you.
Debbie has this kind of impact. But I also
think she'’s outrageous. People tell me, “You
remind me so much of my mom.” I say, “I
am so sorry.” [Both laugh] Because she's not
the perfect mom, you know? Michael loves
her, but . ..

She’s very loving, and that's the good thing
about her.
Right. But she's just in that child’s face!

[Laughs] Tell me about a typical workday
on the set. —
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Excuse me. [Coughs] T have bronchitis.
[Coughs] We're shooting in 20 below
weather [in Toronto] and 1t's very cold. Last
week we shot in a barn way out in the
boonies somewhere. And it was not insu-

lated, and snow was coming through the roof

while we were shooting. Anyway, you'd

asked me . .

Yeah, a typical workday . ..

Most of my days on the set are in either the
house or the diner. I get up early and a very
handsome driver comes and picks me up and
takes me to work. I'm an hour and a halfin
makeup

That's a long time.

Well, for Cagney and Lacey, it was almost
two hours, because they had to take wet
straight hair and put it in pin curls

to make it look like I had these

sweet little curls,

But this time the man prepares
my wig before I get there. First, I
git in his chair, he pincurls my
hair. Then he puts a skulleap on
me, Then I go to the makeup chair
and he does the full makeup. Then
I go back to the wig chair and they
put the wig on and attach the wig
But before I do any of that, I go to
my room and put on my wardrobe,
because 1 have to get it over my
head before the wig goes on.

Fifteen minutes is taken out for me in
selecting what fabulous jewelry I'm going
to wear. Whenever I'm in New York or LA
where there's some funky little jewelry
store, I go in and I buy all these things to
bring back to the studio. I buy all of her dirty
T-shirts, and all the dirty buttons that are
on her vest

So you know Debbie pretty well,

I made up this whaole backstory for her. Her
diner look is how I envisioned it. The pro-
ducers said, “Bring it on."

Are you on the set for the nude scenes?

I'm not allowed on the set. I say, “That's my
gon!” And they say, “Sharon, go to your
room.” [Both laugh] There is one episode
where [ have to crawl through Brian’s loft
trying to get to Brian. I had to crawl over
like 35 naked bodies. I thought, “Wow, this
is one of my wildest fantasies." But it's in-
teresting—when they were shooting, that's
not where my mind was. | had dialogue, and

[ had to make sure I didn’t step on any of

those boys.

What are you working on now?
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We're doing an episode right now where the
boys do an AIDS ride from Toronto to Pitts-
burgh. So this whole episode is all on bi-
cycles in the snow, I mean it's something.
Debbie’s on the food truck.

Of course. So let's move on to when and
where you were born.

I was born in Los Angeles. Fifth generation
Angeleno, which is very rare. There are very
few people in our business who are actually
from L.A. My husband Barney Rosenzweig
was also born and raised in L.A. He's a pro-

ducer, retired now.

Didn't he create Cagney and Lacey?
That's where I met him, I married the boss.
I had a wonderful childhood. When my
older brother and I reminisce about when
we were children, my sister-in-law says, “No
one in the world had that fun a childhood.”
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I was raised in the same house my mother
was raised in. My grandparents built it. I
was raised Catholic and went to a Catholic
school, a parochial school. Then I was
shipped off to a girls' boarding school, called
Santa Catalina School for Girls, in Monte-
rey, California, Very beautiful. But almost
the day I got there, my parents separated.
So it was a hard four years for me.

That sounds traumatic.

They had it planned. I was the only girl, and
they thought I was going to take it badly.
As soon as I was on the train, my father
moved into the athletic club, and when I
came back, he was gone. No one told me
while I was up there. So those years were
actually not my favorite years,

But I made fabulous friends. I just fin-
ished a documentary, Blase—I've been pro-
ducing it for 10 years with eight of the girls
from my boarding school. We all met on my
50th birthday. My husband gave me a huge
surprise party with 200 people. We [my
former classmates and I] started talking and
we thought, God, we're interesting. And
we're all so different. Two of them are gay.
One had cancer. Some were mommies . . .
and fabulous mothers. One girl said, “Well,

my life isn't very interesting, I'm just a wife
and a mother.” I gaid, “How can you say
that?” I don’t know why—probably because
I didn’t have the nerve to take on the re-
sponsibility of raising another human be-
ing—I said that it's probably the mast
valuable job you can have. Never apologize
for being a mother. I mean, my God

Tell me about your mother.
I had the best mom. She died about six years
ago. Nobody's face ever lit up like my
mother's when I walked into a room. I re-
member when they asked me to play
Michael’s mother—this crazy lunatic—I
knew exactly how to do this role. My mother
wasn't anything like Debbie, except she had
that heart. My mother was very refined and
really a very quiet, elegant woman. But I'm
Just functioning from the fifth chakra when
[ play this boy’s mom, because | remember
what it felt like to be loved like
that. Every time I walked into a
room and I knew she was there, |
would look for it—I'd look to see
her light up when she saw me. And
that was way into my 50s.

I had sort of a dual childhood.
I was sent to a parochial school,
but then I was removed once a
month to go to cotillion. Eventu-

s o
ally I made my debut. I actually
was a debutante. There was that
background too that was mixed in
with a very normal and open child-
hood. [My mother] encouraged nonconfor-
mity in us, but we were disciplined.

Nonconformity and discipline sound like
a good combination.

Yes, we had great respect for her. We knew
when we were in trouble, The awful part
was, “Go to your room and think about it,
I'll be up shortly.” She never ever once yelled
at us. When she spanked us, it was under a
controlled atmosphere and she told us ex-
actly why she was doing it. I think I was
the most sensitive of the three children. Af-
terwards, my feelings would be hurt, more
than my bottom. I remember her always
squatting down to my height and she'd say,
“Who loves you?” And I'd say, “You do." She
would ask me why, and I'd say, “Because I'm
a good girl." I remember it like it was yes-
terday. She really was a wonderful woman,
Children flocked to her. And she always
spoke very softly.

That was something | noticed about your
recorded message. After | hung up, | felt
really safe. | don't know how to explain it—
it was so soothing. | get very nervous when
I'm going to do interviews, but after hear-
ing your voice, | thought, I’'m not going —
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to have to worry about this interview at all.
I'm so pleased—what a nice thing to say. I'm
going to call myself up and listen to it.

[Laughs] Do you remember how you came
to know what homosexuality was?
| ran away from home.

What?!

My mother was divorced and we lived in
Carmel then. I always hated it and I wanted
to be back in Los Angeles with my family
and my friends. But I needed to grow up.
So my mother sort of helped me run away. I
know that sounds weird, but she saw that I
was a little different than most kids and my
brothers. They were much more traditional
than 1 was. So one day she gave me $200
and put me on a Greyhound bus and said to
pick anywhere | needed to go. She

knew I was suffocating, 1 said,

*Where will 1 go? Where will 1

stay?” I'd never been on my own. I

That just shows how open you are.

I was never uncomfortable with the situa-
tion, and I love that I'm welcomed. Now that
I'm doing Queer as Folk, people come up to
me and hug me and I'm so welcomed in the
community. I would be very hurt if I weren't.
I'm serious. I found in my career the two
major hfe-changing shows were Cagney and
Lacey and Queer as Folk. My career has re-

ally been as full as it has been because of

the gay community. Most of my fans on
Cagney and Lacey were gay women. And
now gay men embrace me into their com-
munity.

I remember one gay pride weekend
they wanted me to give a speech about some-
thing very intellectual. I told them I was
there for only one reason—I wanted this
opportunity to say thank you, because I
wouldn't have the career I'm having with-
out the gay community.
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after my grandfather went to bed and got

loaded on a bottle of champagne. She said,

“Sharon, you are 26 years old, and you have

nothing to show for your life, What do you

want to do? Don't be afraid, just say it. Even
if it's the most impossible thing, just say it.”

I said, “I want to be an actress.” She said,

“Sharon, when I was your age, I was under

contract at MGM. I know that longing. You

must follow that dream.” I said, “Please
don't tell Grandpa.”

So the next morning I was summoned
to his bedroom, and he said, “That’s ridicu-
lous.” He was formidable. I said, “I asked
Grandma not to say anything to vou, be-
cause [ knew that's how you'd feel.” He said,
“1 mean I think it's ridiculous that you'd
think I'd stand in your way. You want to be
an actress? So what are you going to do
about it?”

I said that I was going to go to an act-
ing class, He asked what it would
cost. I think the tuition was $150
for three months. He said, “Okay,
you've got $150, Now what are you

had just turned 20, going on 15 h: W ITILIC II \]11 |‘ v ‘ me. I! h ( J going to do?” I said. *Oh my God,
She said I should go to the Y. So | | ' l ! l Grandpa, thank you so much.
went and moved into the Y. SLUC nervi or 1€10 SHe i | 1 Well, T'l1 get a job, :uu]ju;;r_ pay for

There was this one girl at the i I [ | : ' ' | ' it.” So he put me on a plane and
Y who was so good to me and so uj i 1 Lot ]" i 1€ PHORE DX I 1 and SNe while I was on that plane—every
sweet to me. One time she asked if W I” - I in an ] sait ‘ I L Ve 1 “.“ I i [ once in a while, [ don't know how

I'd like to go out and I said sure. |

was havi

ing and talking with all the women
[ got up to go to the ladies’ room,
and somebody approached me. 1 didn’t know
quite what to do. I was a little frightened
And this girl all of a sudden showed up and
she said, “Leave her alone. She’s straight.”
She became this wonderful friend. At
one point, [ was getting homesick and [ was
talking to my brother Michael hy phone from
the Y. This wonderful girl—I didn't know
how much she loved me, it took such nerve
for her—she opened up the door to the phone
booth and she walked in and said, *I love
vou.” I said, “Michael, can I call you back?”
[ always remember how kind she was. It was
my first experience in a woman loving me
that way

I'm glad it wasn't something negative.

Oh yeah, there was no harm. You probably
know this, but all of my adult life people
thought I was gay. all during Cagney and
Lacey. 1 was always sort of flattered, because
it made me one of the team. [Both laugh] |
asked my husband once, “Why is that? Is
there something about me? Is it the energy
that I exude?” And he said, “Sharon, it's a
sexuality that you have that you're not
aware of that's specific to any one. Also, it's
vour kindness.” But I never took it as a nega-
tive thing. I was sort of fascinated with it.
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How did you get into acting?

I worked for advertising agencies and then
got a job behind the camera as a production
assistant for independent film. One of the
film companies | worked for, one of my jobs
was to screen the actors and to read [roles
opposite them for their tryouts]. So I'd read
with them and then they would get the job.
I'd also make out our payroll, and I'd see
what they were making, and then I saw
what I was making, and I thought, Why am
I 50 afraid? I think T was better than she
was tn that J'f.-m.'rs.*i',e:.

30 it came to the surface that I had al-
ways wanted to be an actress. But I think
because of my background, one didn't do
that—public displays. [Both laugh] When |
was 18, I remember saying it to my grand-
father. He was a very big lawyer in show busi-
ness—he was Howard Hughes's attorney,
Cecil B. DeMille's, Louis B, Maver's. He said,
“Stay out of it, it's a filthy business,” I was
very, very young and immature, so when I
was told not to do something, I didn’t do it.

Later, the production company I was
with folded. I went to Arizona, because my
grandfather had asked me to bring his car
to him. One night, my new grandmother—
my step-grandmother—and I stayed up late

many times this happens in
anyone’s lifetime—while I was on
that plane, I knew my life had
changed forever. And I knew [
would not fail. It's fascinating when you

have a dream and you have an epiphany, If

you put it out there, vou tell one person,
things happen. And this is what happened.
I got to L.A. and interviewed with the
acting school I wanted to go to, a beginners’
class. They were all 15-year-olds and 1 was
26 years old. I didn't care, I was going for it.
The class was on Thursdays during the day,
so I had to get a night job. Then I get a call
from a director who said he was forming a
company and that I was the best produc-
tion secretary he'd ever seen. 1 said, “Oh,
I'd love to, but I can't. You'll laugh if 1 tell
you why.” He said, “Go ahead.” I said, “I'm
going to be an actress.” He said, “I'm not
laughing. What are you going to do about
it?" I said that | was going to this class on
Thursdays, so I had to get a night job. He
said, “Okay, I'm giving you Thursdays off,
now what?” Can you believe that! So [ went
to class on Thursday, I worked all day long
for him, and [ worked on my scenes at night.
Sometimes—you wouldn't know by the size
of me now—but I would forget to eat. I'd go
two days without eating, [ was so excited.
At year’s end, a group of us from my
workshop got together and did this awful
little play in a community theater with —
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Sharon Gless ERETEPRAES

no money. We didn't get paid nor did we
charge the audience. It only ran two nights.
The second night, there was someone from
Universal Studios . . .

This is almost unbelievable.

I know. The next Monday I get a

call saying, “Sharon, I'm with
publicity with Universal Studios,

and I saw you in your little play
Saturday night. You'd be perfect

for the lead in John Cassavettes’

new film, and I want you to meet
Monique James, the head of

our talent department.” I said, \
“Okay, cut the bullshit, who is
this?" [Both laugh]

She said, "l understand that
you would be skeptical. Why don't
I have Ms. James call you?" Ev-
ervone knew who Monique James
was, because [Universal] was the only stu-
dio that still had contract players. She called
me, | went in and met her. She asked me to
prepare a scene. I did the scene and, Blase,
she signed me that night.

That is absolutely amazing.
It is. Take of it what you
want, but that's my story. [
was under contract for 10
years. | was the last contract
player in the history of Hol-
lywood.

Let me tell you a little
side story. When 1 got my
first contract from Universal,
I took it to my grand
father and said,
“Grandpa, look at
my contract, I'm
being paid only
$186." I was making
$200 a week as a
production secretary.
He looked at the con-
tract and started
laughing. 1 asked
what was so funny. He
said, “Sharon, [ drew
up the first contract between a player and a
studio. This is my contract.”

Whoa!

I know. He died before he ever saw me on
film. He drew up the first contract between
a player and a studio, and | was the last
contract player in the history of Hollywood.

While under contract, you did a lot of tele-
vision—I remember seeing you on The Bob
Newhart Show.
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Yes, that was my first lean-out. Suzanne
Pleshette and I are still friends.

You starred with Pleshette again in 1976
in Richie Brockelman:The Missing 24
Hours. And now you're both playing moth-
ers on gay shows [Pleshette has a recur-
ring role on Will & Grace as Karen’s mom].

hen ]qm,— ind :\Ic| did the
show, some hack writer for T
(Guide veferred fo Il]lll and
l, | s d Iql-- s. When | came on the show,
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Isn’t that wonderful? She was so good to me.
I was so frightened. She has this great heart

and this mouth on her. | used to sit there
during rehearsals and listen to her talk and
just howl,

Dynamic duo: Christine Cagney (Gless, |) and Mary Beth Lacey
(Tyne Daly) in the '80s cop drama Cagney and Lacey.
Inser: TV Guide's cover story was written by Gloria Steinem;

Gless is pictured with her “sweet little curls”

How did Cagney and Lacey come
about?

Actually, T turned it down, because [ was
under contract, so Loretta Swit did [the
1981 made-for-television movie]. Then
Barney came back to my manager—
Monique James had become my manager
by then—and said, “It's now going to series,
will Sharon play it?" She said, “I'm sorry,
Barney dear, Sharon's in a series, House
Calls.” I had replaced Lynn Redgrave. So
Tyne [Daly| and Meg Foster played Cagney
and Lacey, and then they were canceled
after four episodes.

| don't remember that.

Apparently, they should have just put a
blond wig on Meg. They decided they would
do it again as a series if they replaced
Cagney. So Barney ealled Monique back and
said, “I'm asking for the third time, will she
come and play it? Monique said, “Barney, |
told you she's in a series.” Barney had gone
to CBS to find out what the lineup
was for the next season, and he
says, “She just got canceled!” [Both
laugh) That's how I finally got
Cagney and Lacey.

| seem to remember some con-
troversy surrounding the show,
like one of the stars was too
butch or something. Am | off
track?

You're absolutely right. When
Tyne and Meg did the show, some
hack writer for TV Guide—I can'’t
remember his name—referred to
Tyne and Meg as “dvkes.”

You're kidding!

Na, in TV Guide. It was just the way they
phrased it—not in a nice way, like it was a
bad thing. When I came on
the show, the repercussion
was awful because the same
man—now here I come with
my blond curls—calls me

“copa cabana.”

What a creep.

Oh yeah, he was. So I made

a joke out of it. When I was
¢ asked how | played Cagney,

| said, "I talk tough and I
s wear pink.” |Both laugh] So
- one time we just [happened
to be] shooting in his office.
He had an office in City Hall
2 apparently, and we were

¢

shooting on loeation on a
Saturday. [ saw his name on
a desk. We had food service
there, and | took some ice
cubes and I placed, oh, about
20 ice cubes in the middle of his desk—so
when he eame in Monday, all his paperwork
would be destroyved. I hope he reads this.
[Both laugh)

He's not likely to read it, especially this be-
ing a local gay magazine. Unless he was
gay and being really homophobic.

Oh, I think he was gay.

That's even worse. On to more misery—
| read that you did the stage version of Mis-
ery. Was it similar to the film?

It was rougher. —+

A Proud Supporter of our Community!

Come Meet the
Russell & Smith
Ford Family

sorrwes o st soum (713) G63-4TTT
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Summer Starts June 21st!

There is no hetter time to get in shape!
Ask ahout our early summer special!

WeightTraining Group Fitness Classes Cardio Equipment
Personal Training Yoga & Core Training

4040 Milam St. Houston 713 524-9932 www.FitnessExchange.cc
Located hetween Richmond & Alabama in Montrose
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Rougher!?

I mean Kathy Bates was brilliant, but the
film was adapted from the book by Will-
iam Goldman, and it was softened in some
ways. In that horrible scene where Kathy
breaks his ankles—well, in the book by
Stephen King, she amputates them. That's
what we did.

Oh, my God.

[t was just the nurse and the writer, built on
arotating stage, so Bill Patterson could move
in his wheelchair. So they'd have me walk-
ing in one door as he's going in another, with
high-pitched frightening musie. The habbling
scene where I amputate a foot, they had
music set to it, It was very, very, very dark
and sometimes very funny. You didn't know
how the audience would react from one night
to the next. Sometimes they'd be howling
The next night was a quiet night. The direc-
tor said that the audience was frightened,
or that they were laughing out of nerves. One
woman fainted, and the fire department had
to come :rlkl‘ }wr‘ out,

You've reteamed with Tyne Daly many
times, the latest in last season’s
Judging Amy.

POOL JACUZZI
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We had the best time. When my friend died,
Tyne didn't know she'd died. She knew she'd
been ill. T get this call on my machine, “You
are in my heart, you are so resonating with
me right now. I just want you to know I love
you. I don’t know what's going on, but what-
everitis...”

I can’t believe she picked up on that,
But you work with a woman for six years
under the pressure we were under—I mean

oIS I-— OSi ( II |I||i"|[

| jed )
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they threw us off the air three times before
we were finished. She and I had been can-
celed. Her mother had a great expression,
“Sweat 15 a great cement.”

So, gay marriage.

I'm all for it. We're dealing with it in this
episode that we're shooting right now, and
[ actually get to give the finger to the White
House. I'm not too up on what's going on,
because I'm working and I don't always hear
the news, but somebody told me that San
Francisco 18 now reneging?

Galveston Island

1301 Ave. M
Galveston Island

409.762.2117

toll free
1.866.735.2749

MAY DAYS

dare

GAY DAYS
@ G-Town!

"Victorian Cottages
beautifully placed in
an award winning
garden setting"

FURNISHED

Yes.

So, what is that? Is it like when the Catho-
lic Church said there is no purgatory, and
all the little souls are zapped out into space?
[Both laugh] So is Rosie O'Donnell not mar-
ried anymaore?

Good question. Okay, bisexuality. Some
people believe that it doesn't even exist.
Who's saying these things? Oh, please.

Okay, now religion. Areyou ... ?

[ don’t believe in religion. I think religion
was formed to control the masses. But I do
believe in spirituality. I've been studying
metaphysics for 30 years now.

So tell me what you think about Bush.

I have a favorite T-shirt. They wouldn't let
me wear it on the show, because they don't
want to date the show in one particular era.
It has two rectangles—one over one breast,
one over the other. One has a woman's body
Jjust from the navel to below the pubic area,
and a fingernail is pulling the pants down,
The other side is a picture of our president.
One says “Good Bush,” the other one says
“Bad Bush.” [Both laugh] Isn't that the best?

ase DiStefano, creative director of OutSmart,
Blase DiStefano, creative direct OutS t
interviewed John Stossel for the March issue.

Youcangoto
Acapulco, New
Orleans, Key West

you can come to

- Paradise

GUEST HOUSE

ONLY MINUTES AWAY!

2317 Avenue P,
Galveston Island, Near Texas
1-877-919-6677
Voted “The Best” 2003

Rod Frazier:

General Medicine
HIV Medicine
Hormonal Therapies

including Growth
Hormone & Testosterone

3.521.0340

GALVESTON ISLAND
BAR and DANCE CLUD
FOR EVERYONE.!

Saturday, May 15 |
5 PM BeachBoysBalls :
9 PM NLA/Leather Show

May 21-23 Weekend
BearWatchV
Sunday - May 23 - BPM
Misty Valdez's 17 Annual
AIDS Pre-Benefit Show

MEMORIAL DAY
"Fun in the Sun" WEEKEND
Party all weekend long with lots
of Activities & Entertainment
Cool off in our 2 pools & showers

Come visit your friends Keith and Marvin
HOURS: Noon - 2 am, daily

Daily Specials - Never a Caver
Graat view of Gulf from Inside and 2 story patio
Always a party with great entertainment

UNDERCURRENT

{tormanty Bive Saloon)

3102 Seawall * Galveston, Texas 77550 * 409.750.8571
www.undercurrentgalveston.com

MISTY VALDIEZ'S

17th ANNUAL
AIDS BENEFIT

At Garza's Kon Tiki 315 23RD (Tremont)

GALVESTON ISLAND
SATURDAY, JUNE 5 ¢ 10:30¢m

PRE-BENEFIT SHOWS ON THE ISLAND:

May 15 ¢ Robert La Fittes © 10:00pm
2501 Ave. () * Galveston, TX

May 23 e Undercurrent © $:00pm
3102 Seawall » Galveston, T\

May 29 « JRD Coast Beach & Bar © $:00pm
- 009 Seawall » Galveston. TX

7th Annual CC BY THE SEA Beach Party
May 30  CC by the Sea * Noon-Until
East Beach ¢ Galveston, TX
- Special Guest D) Tiger -

(East beach Dr. - off Seawall, first right past Steward Beach)

ALL PROCEEDS
GO TO AIDS COALITION
OF COASTAL TEXAS

Proud sponsors of Misty Valdez
and her Annual Benefit for ACCT
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Family outing: In July, the Norwegian Dawn will leave New York with
the first cruise for gay families, organized by R Family Vacations.

GlAN CHI

MORWE

Families, Ahoy!

This summer, Rosie and Kelli O’Donnell
launch the first cruise for gay families

n July, a brand-new concept in gay
travel leaves the dock—a vacation
designed especially for gay families.
Spearheaded by Rosie O°'Donnell and
her partner Kelli, the July 11-18
cruise is the first venture of R Family
Vacations, the travel company

recently launched by the couple to
help satisfy the vacation needs of families
like theirs.

Over a thousand gay families, along with
friends and extended family members, are
expected to embark from New York on the
Norwegian Dawn liner, with ports of call
that include Cape Canaveral and Key West,
Florida, Nassau, Bahamas, and Great
Stirrup Cay, the Norwegian Cruise Line's
private Bahamian island. R Family
Vacations has recruited the Family Pride
Coalition—the 25-year-old Washington,
D.C.-based organization that advocates for
GLBT families—to host seminars and
workshops during the trip on adoption,
surrogacy, and gay parenting. There will
also be discussion groups for kids and a
panel discussion where teens can share their
experiences of growing up with gay and

by Bradley David Williams

lesbian parents. Metropolitan Community
Church, the predominantly GLET Christian
denomination, will have clergy on board to
perform wedding ceremonies and conduct
interfaith services.

[f you're thinking vou might want to join
the historic sailing, it's probably not too late
As we went to press, there was still space
available, starting at $899 per person. Gre
Kaminsky, a founding R Family Vacations
partner, reported that
Texans had already booked passage

“Texas is a huge market for us.," Ka-
minsky says. “For some reason, when people
do something in Texas, they want all their
friends to go, so we have a really large
number of people coming from Texas so far.”

Kaminsky, 37, grew up in the Houston
The

Woodlands before heading to Austin, where

area, attending high school in

he was a cheerleader at the University of

Texas. He spent six years organizing gay
cruises for Atlantis and then hooked up with
the O'Donnells to start the new travel firm,
Kaminsky met the leshian power couple
through his partner Dan MacDonald, whom
he married several years ago on the Bravo

a large number of

network's Gay Weddings reality series,

“Dan and Kelli had been friends before
Rosie and Kelli started dating and before
Dan and [ started dating,” Kaminsky says.
“Dan worked for Disney, and Kelli worked
for Nickelodeon.”

When one of the entertainers backed out
of a gay cruise Kaminsky was working on a
few years ago, he called Rosie to ask for
suggestions, She promptly volunteered
herself. The experience greatly impressed
the entertainer, Kaminsky reports, and she
asked him if there were any cruises
available for gay families.

“I said, ‘No," and she said, ‘Why don't you
and Kelli do it?” Kaminsky remembers. *So
the three of us started the company.”

Kelli O'Donnell, who grew up in Baton
Rouge, Louiziana, and earned a degree in
advertising at Southern Methodist Uni-
versity in Dallas, was a marketing executive
with Nickelodeon when she met Rosie over
six years ago. The 36-vear-old, who has
legally changed her last name from
Carpenter to O'Donnell, gave birth through
artificial insemination to the couple’s fourth
child, Vivi, in 2002, The family, which also —
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Families, Ahoy!

continued from previous page

includes three adopted children—Parker, 8,
Chelsea, 6, and Blake, 4—will all be on
board the cruise.

Kids friendly: The cruise will include activities
for children to enjoy with parents as well as
supervised time fo play away from parents,

Kaminsky and MacDonald have yet to
take the plunge into parenthood. “Dan isn't
ready yet,” says Kaminsky, MacDonald is
not directly involved with R Family
Vacations but was Rosie's business partner
in the production of Taboo, the Boy George
musical. Despite a reported $10 million loss
from the Broadway run (dont worry about
Rosie, who is reported to be worth $100
million), the two are working on other
projects, including a pessible international

tour of Taboo, Kelli O’Donnell and
Kaminsky handle the day-to-day operations
of the new travel enterprise out of the
guesthouse on the O'Donnell residence in
Nyack, just north of New York City.
Kaminsky encourages travelers to book
w a bargain Internet
fare to New York
(air travel is not in-
cluded in the price
of the ¢ruise) and
| tack on a few days
in the city before or
after the sailing.
“We leave on a
Sunday, so I tell
people to come
spend the weekend
in New York,” he

"
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Kelll Speaks

says. Speciel rates for cruise-goers are
available at the Marriott Marquis and W
hotels in Times Square.

Aside from the special onboard
activities geared toward the specific needs
of gay families, the cruise promises to be
an unforgettable adventure on the high
seas. The 2,200-passenger Norwegian
Dawn, which entered service in December
2002, is considered one of the most
spectacular ships in the world with 10
restaurants, a 1,100-seat theater, and a 24-
hour fitness center and spa. The onboard
art collection includes works by Renoir, Van
Gogh, Matisse, and Monet, Adults can enjoy
massages, cooking classes, lectures, easino
gambling, art auctions, and first-run
movies. Kids will have their own special day
camp at the T-Rex Kid's Center, and teens
will be able to hang out in their own elub.
Perks like room-service dining and
babysitting until 10 p.m. will be provided
at no additional charge.

As for entertainment, Rosie will host
opening-night festivities, and an array of top
stars will perform throughout the eruise.
Comedian Joy Behar, co-host of ABC's The
View, will do stand-up, as will gay comics
Bob Smith and Judy Gold. Openly gay
former NFL football player and vocalist
Esera Tualo (recent star of his own Chili's
televigsion spot) and Broadway star
Christine Ebersole will round out the
impressive roster of celebrity guests.

Bradley David Williams alse reports on gay
Hawati in this issue.

For details about R Family Vacations, visit
www.rfamilyvacations.com or call 1-866-R-

FAM-VAC,

Rosie’s spouse chats about the cruise and the limelight

hile more inclined to work
behind the scenes, Kelli
O'Donnell has recently

become a very visible figure in the gay and
leshian community. After making her
marriage to Rosie O'Dannell official
earlier this year in San Franecisco, she sat
down for a nationally televised interview
with Barbara Walters, in which she
discussed life as the spouse of one of the
world’s most famous lesbians. In a recent
phone interview, (’Donnell spoke with me
about this summer’s R Family Vacations
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by Bradley David Williams

cruise and her somewhat reluctant foray
into the media spotlight.

Bradley David Williams: So, was it Rosie's
original idea to organize a cruise for gay
families?

Kelli O'Donnell; Well, I think that the idea
has been around for a long time. I think that
a lot of different [gay travel] companies had
the idea, but they didn’t have the celebrity
power and the financial means . . . | mean,
an idea is really nothing if you can't pull
everything else together, I don’t want to say

that it was an original idea by any means,
but she had the ability to fund it and to
start the company.

Did your recent appearance on 20/20
with Barbara Walters result in a lot of
interest in the company?

[Laughs] Well, needless to say, there's
been a tremendous response since then.
Bookings are going really well. People are
very interested in the company, and if
they're not booking on this trip, they want
to know that the company will be —

Research Voelunteers Needed

Ee Issima

Investigational Vaccine to Prevent

HIV in Patients with Hepatitis C

Plaase call us to find out ahout invastigational research studies you may quality fo b in

Bellissima's eye enhancement treatment adds color and life in an
otherwise “woshed out” ond plain oppeoronce. Add power and
prestige fo your look ond get attention. The procedure takes litile
time and afterward people will notice the new you, but not nofice
what it is that's giving you that certain “something.” Call or come
by Bellissima for o full demonstration and pomper yourself today.
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« First impressions
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» Sales presentations

« A special date
...and any occasion where appearance is everything.

(713) 528-8818 - Medical Center
(281) 333-2288 - (leor Lake
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Center for Clinical Studies

Full Service Solon | Coll for FREE Consultation | Gift Cerfificates Available

2615 Kipling « Houston, TX 77098 « 713.533.1858

& e Don't Miss the Action,
- - A Purchase Your Comets 6-Game Mini-Plan Today.
* .\ Call 713.627.WNBA!

\ - \ \',‘:i'
Comets 6-game Mini-Plans start as low as $54 per seat!

4 Y PR T S f
y v 6 Ery
(":: FIVE 1

REMIUM SIX-PACK
Date May 206 Opponent Time meiumm

Thursday, vs. San Antonio 7:30pm  Opening Night Cap
Thursday, June 3rd vs. New York  7:30pm &mﬂubﬂalg
Saturday, June 5th  vs. Los Angeles 3:00pm Swoopes T-Shirt
Thursday, July 15th  vs. Detroit (

Saturday, July 31st  vs. Indiana 3:00pm Nesting Dolls
Friday, Sept. 3rd  vs. Phoenix  7:30pm Photo Night
WEEKEND SIX-PACK
o\ Date Opponent Time
\ Sunday, May 30th  vs. Sacramento  3:00 pm
Saturday, June 5th  vs. Los Angeles  3:00 pm

beautiful

N7,

TOYOTA

CENTER

1310 Polk St at La Branch

Sunday, June 27th  vs. Washington 3:00pm Pricle Parade Weekend

Saturday, July 10th  vs. Los Angeles  7:30 pm
Saturday, July 17th  vs. Connecticut 7:30 pm
Saturday July31st vs. Indiana  3:00pm

For tickets call 713.627.WNBA, oniine at www.HOUSTONCOMETS.com, or at select Randalls locations.




Kelli Speaks

continued from page 42

around long-term. Maybe they want to
go next year. Maybe they want to do a
land-based program, like a ski trip or a
different kind of trip. It's also interesting
to see the number of straight people that
want to come on the eruise—like friends
and family of gay people.

Have you had many singles booking?
Not a ton, but we have had a few, We have
some single parents bringing their kids
on board. There seems to be a lot of people
that just want to go on the trip—especially
men—who are looking for a vacation
that's not so party-intensive and cruisy,
They're just looking to go on a gay trip
that’'s going to be more about eating out
and the entertainment and the comedy
and all the great things that'll be on board
and having a really great time.

Will Rosie be performing throughout
the cruise?

Well, she's going to host opening night.
We are bringing other entertainers on
board so she can actually enjoy the vaca-
tion. You know, we'll see. If there’s a micro-
phone nearby, who knows . . . [laughs].

And your parents, who were so great on
20/20, are going on the cruise, right?
My parents are going. Actually, my sister,
her husband, my two brothers and their
wives and kids are all going.

It's amazing, because as the 20/20
segment revealed, it wasn't that long ago
that they were staging an intervention to
try and “cure” you of your homosexuality,
and now they're being interviewed by
Barbara Walters and going on the gay
cruise.

I know. They've come a long way, needless
to say.

Has your life, personally, changed much
since the 20/20 appearance?

I've gotten a lot of really positive feedback.
I still can go around and nobody really
knows who I am unless I'm with Ro. So I
still have a bit of anonymity left. You know,
I also had on so much makeup on the
Barbara Walters show, nobody recognizes
me in my normal life [laughs]. My life really
hasn't changed that much. I'm glad I did it,
I'm glad it's over with, and it is my last one.
I will never do it again. It's too much stress
for me. I'll leave the publiec part to Ro. I'm
happier behind the scenes. That's where I
feel most comfortable.

I think a lot of people were impressed with
how eloquent you were. We've been seeing
your picture in the tabloids all these years,
but we had never heard you speak. But you
don't see yourself as being a major figure
in the gay community or being a role model
or a leader or any of those things?

No, it's just, it's not really my . . . It’s
not what I do. I'm happy to do what 1 can,
like speak at an event. Mavbe, every now

and then, but it's not what I do well and
it's not really what I'm drawn to do. It
gives me more anxiety than happiness,
so | try to stick with what makes me
happy. I'll let Ro speak and be the public
figure, and I will stand by her all the way,
but it's just not where I feel most
comfortable.

You grew up in Louisiana, but you have
some Texas ties, right?

I went to college [SMU] in Dallas. My
sister lives in Dallas. I actually was there
when the Barbara Walters thing aired.
And my best friend from high school lives
in Houston. He's actually the guy I talked
about in the Barbara Walters interview
[she went to her first gay bar with him
on the night of her debutante balll. So,
vep, I'm a big fan of Texas, aside from
the fact that the Bushes are from there
[laughs].

Will this cruise become an annual
event?

I hope so. I'm not sure we'll do the same
cruise every vear. We may do a different
ship or a different itinerary. But. ves, |
hope we have a summer cruise every
year. But this one, the first one, is going
to go out with all the bells and whistles.
Ro is really excited about it and wants to
really make it the biggest event of the
year, So I tell people, if they're interested
in coming on one of our trips, the first
one will be big! i

* Crulses ave not charlored ships. All rales are per-person, crulse only based on double eccupancy

Entertainment featuring: e =gl

BERNADETTE -
Carnival

Featured performer
for the Miss Camp
America Foundation
Aquafest's 3rd annual
asonstuarr Halloween Spectacular
Comedian/Actor/MC October 31-November 7, 2004

meal.ong

jasonstuari.com Carnival Conquest
Will & Grace / My Wife & New Orleans, Montego Bay, Grand
Kids / Drew Carey Show Cayman, Cozumel, New Orleans
JULIE GOLDMAN Rates from
Comedian/Musician
. Actor/Filmmaker 344 OPP ¥
Julle-goldman.com
' Comedy Clubs / Soprancs  Over 400 sailed in 2003..

Space is going FAST!!!

Pius.. A varfely of GLBT onbeard pariies,
gameshows and group evenis!

and subject to svailabliity. Port Charges, Taxes/fees are additional. AQUADUTO404M

Visit our website at www.aquafest.net

800.592.9058

Bookings must be made EXCLUSIVELY through Aquafest!

More Cruising

Want to hit the high seas with other like-minded folks? There are more gay options.

RSVP will cruise Alaska en the ms Qosterdam.

* RSVP Vacations

« Atlantis Events

» Pied Piper Travel

* Aquafest Cruises

HORLAND AMERICA

By September, the relentless heat is wearing you oul. Book passage on the September 3-10 RSVP
Alaska cruise and chill. Sailing from Seattle aboard the Holland America ms Dosterdam, the trip will
head north through the scenic Inside Passage. Stops include Juneau, the capital city, and historic
Skagway and Ketchikan. Prices hagin at $535. Check www.RSVPVacations.com.

Prater a more tropical jaunt? The October 16-24 Atlantis Acapulco and Mexico Riviera might float
your boal The cruise aboard the New Radiance of the Seas will depart San Diggo. Prices begin at
$799. A Greeks Isles cruise during the Summer Olympics is sold out, but hopeful travelers can
registar on & waiting list. Check www.AtlanticEvents.com.

More close al hand, Pied Piper has a May 30-June B Memarial Day Garibbean cruise departing New
York City. The ship Is the Norwegian Dawn, the same ship booked for the inaugural R Family
Vacatlons cruise in July. Prices start at $734, Gheck hitp://home. att.net/ ~ gaygroupcruises.

Houston-hased Aquafest will sail from Barcelona for a July 3-10 Mediterranean cruise aboard the
Royal Garibbean Splendor of the Seas. Features include a gay-and-lesbian film fastival. $tops include
Nice/Monaco, Rome, and Naples. Prices bagin at $B44, Check www.aqualest.net, —Victor Zorn
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To Celebrate National Pet Month,
Hollywood Frame Gallery Presents

Detapalooza 2

A raffle drawing & open house
to benefit the Houston Humane Society

"My Bodyguard”
Custom-framed ariginal

“The Incredible Journey”
Custom-framed original

Featuring the artwork of Jim Tweedy
and Caresse Eguileor

Sunday, May 23, 1-3 p.m.

Pet owners and their dogs can party on the plaza—or in our
case, the parking lot—for an afternoon of art, music, food, and
more. The benefit will take place inside and outside
of Hollywood Frame Gallery. Scoop le Poop has
kindly volunteered to take care of any accidents!

Meet our exclusive artists Jim Tweedy and Caresse Eguileor.

Purchase raffle tickets @ $5 each (6 for $25) for three separate
drawings to win either "My Bodyguard,” “Summertime Rouge,”
or “The Incredible Journey.” All proceeds of raftle sales go to the

Houston Humane Society. (Pets fromthe — FEmesss
HUMANE
Bty

Houston Humane Society will be available
for adoption.)

Meet Burnie and Sgt. Mark Timmers, the RA.LD.E.R. (Rescuing
Animals In Danger & Education Resources) supervisor for The
Houston Humane Socigty.

Henywood

FRAME GALLERY

2427 Bissonnet * 713.942.8885
www.hollywoodframegallery.com

Open 10am-6pm, Mon-Fri (lill 8 on Thurs), Sat 10am-4pm
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Blue Hawaii: The Holekulani hotel
‘offers a postcard view of the Pacific
from its famous hibiscus poal.

f you have never been to Hawaii,
there's no way you can fully grasp
how relentlessly fabulous this place
is. There are so many intangibles: the
gensuality of a soft South Pacific
breeze, punctuated by the sweet
fragrance of plumeria; the “Aloha
spirit” that comes over even the most
jaded post-9/11 traveler; and an oddly
intense vibe that counterbalances the
serenity of this breathtakingly gorgeous
chain of otherworldly voleanic islands.

In case you can't tell, ] am an unapol-
ogetic Hawaii freak of the first order. I first
experienced the islands on a family
vacation in 1980, the summer before
my 13th birthday, and have returned
seven times over the years, most
recently this past January. [ just can't
get enough of Aloha-land.

While all six of the major Hawaiian
islands are spectacular, each with its
own distinct personality and array of
attractions, you need go no further
than Oahu if you're looking for a gay
scene. Waikiki, the tourist district of _
Honoluluy, is where the action is.

The first stop of any gay traveler
arriving in Waikiki should be Hula's
Bar and Lei Stand, located on the
gsecond floor of the Aston Waikiki
Grand Hotel (134 Kapahulu Ave., 808/
923-0669, www.hulas.com). Hula’s is
Waikiki's legendary gay bar and serves
as headquarters for many gay visitors,
Open daily, the bar features free
Internet usage on two computers, a
pool table, a giant video sereen, and
an enclosed dance floor. There’s no

Sure, Hawaii is heavenly.
But check out Honolulu’s hot tourist district
for the gay scene in this island paradise

by Bradley David Williams

longer a lei stand as there was at Hula's pre-
vious location on the other side of Waikiki,
but a local woman stops in regularly with a
basketful of fresh leis for sale.

Sipping a mai tai at Hula’s while taking
in the pancramic view of Diamond Head and
enjoying the company of locals and interna-
tional tourists alike is a quintessential activity
in gay Hawaii. You may even spot a celebrity.
Hula's is the favorite hangout of comedian
Margaret Cho when she visits. Be sure and
pick up copies of Odyssey and DaKine, two
free monthly magazines that give the low-
down on gay happenings in the islands.

Surfer boy: What's a

Hawaii story without a

picture of a cute guy?

§ Waikiki, Aloha!

Some gay and lesbian visitors choose to
stay at the Waikiki Grand, simply because
of Hula's. The gay-owned Queen’s Surf
Vacation Rentals (808/923-1814) is located
within the hotel and can assist you with
reservations here and at other nearby
properties. Eating out in Waikiki can get
very expensive, so you may want to look for
something with a kitchen.

Another lodging option is one of two
small gay hotels located on Cartwright
Road, a tiny street a block from Hula's. The
Cabana at Walkiki (877/902-2121, www
.cabana-waikiki.com) and Ha'aheo Waikiki

(808/923-7950, www.haaheo.com) are
both popular with travelers looking for
accommodations with an exclusively
gay clientele. Besides their close
proximity to Hula’s, these hotels are
just minutes from the Honolulu Zoo,
Kapi'olani Park, and Queen’s Surf
Beach, the appropriately named
hotspot for gay sun-worshippers. The
Cabana features 15 newly remodeled
one-bedroom suites, Continental
breakfast, and an eight-man spa, while
the Ha'aheo boasts larger two-bedroom
suites acecented with Polynesian décor.

At the opposite end of Waikiki from
Hula’s is a funky gav enclave called
Eaton Square (444 Hobron Lane). This
four-story complex of businesses sur-
rounding a courtyard houses Michel-
angelo (808/951-0008), a darkly lit gay
cruise bar popular with locals. Loeated
next door is P-10A, a men's sex-club.
An interior hallway linking the club
and the bar allows patrons to move
back and forth. Several floors up is —+
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known for its celebrity clientele,
A wall of photos (Tina Turner,
Richard Chamberlain, Shirley
MacLaine, Carol Burnett)
attests to the popularity of the
superh Asian cuisine.

No Hawaiian wvacation
would be complete without at
least a small dose of sightseesing
Depending on your mood and
timetable, vou may want to avoid
the heavily trafficked sites like
the U.5.S. Arizona Memorial at
Pearl Harbor and the Polynesian
Cultural Center, a Mormon-run
educational theme park. You
definitely want to rent a car (or

SAND
‘N
SEA
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PIRATES BEACH

First in Reql Estate Sales
and Vacation Rentals
on West Galveston Island.

Families Welcome

FOUR

WEDDINGS.

Beachy keen: Diamond Head looms
over Waikiki Beach. Beiow: The
final two monarchs of a sovereign
Hawaii lived in lolani Palace.

you can take the bus for just a few

dollars) and spend a day on
Oahu’s scenic North Shore, where

WIikikh lhlllll! continued from previous page

Max’s Gym (808/951-8232), a “private men's
club” (a.k.a. bathhouse), which features a
steam room, sauna, and video room. A gay
boutique called 80% Straight (808/923-9996)
is also located in Eaton Sguare.

A great place to stay not far from Eaton
Square is the Ohana Maile Sky Court, a
budget high-rise owned by the Ohana/
Outrigger chain of Hawaiian hotels. Boast-
ing a fun little bar by the pool and Jacuzzi,
the hotel (2058 Kuhio Ave., B00/784-1180)
15 one of the best bargains in Waikiki. A
quick Internet search on CheapTickets.com
found a package with roundtrip air (on
Continental, non-stop Houston to Honolulu)
and five nights at the Maile Sky Court for
under $700 per person, double occupancy.
Hawaii is a popular destination year-round,
with prices somewhat higher in the summer
and around Christmas.

Another pocket of gay commerce is
located in central Waikiki. A tiny little kara-
oke bar called In Between (2155 Lau’ula St.,
808/926-7060) is often packed to the rafters
on weekends and offers a fun and festive
atmosphere, Hidden away down an alley ofl
Kalakaua Avenue, Waikiki's main strip, the
bar is just steps away from two popular
adult video arcades, Suzie's and Velvet
Video. Remarkably, the upscale tone of
Waikiki somehow prevents this cluster of
establishments from seeming averly sleazy.

While you're in this area, check out the
gay-friendly AstonWaikiki Joy Hotel (320
Lewers St., 877/997-6667), which features
a Tokyo-style karaoke studio. Called The
Experience, the club houses 15 private
karaoke rooms. Sometimes when you're
walking down the street in Waikiki, you feel
as if you're in Tokyo. Japanese tourists make
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up around 50 percent of Waikiki visitors,
and there are restaurants where yvou can't
find a menu in English. Expect to see lats
of cute Japanese boys sporting bleach-blond
hair and rock star duds.

Another gay bar, Angles Walikiki (2258
Kuhio, 808/926-9766), and the after-hours
dance club next door, Fusion Waikiki (2260
Kuhio, B08/924-2422), can get very busy.
This makes for a gay-friendly atmosphere
at the Starbucks and Jamba Juice aeross
the street.

Several Waikiki eateries are especially
welcoming. Cheeseburger in Paradise
(2500 Kalakaua Ave., 808/923-3731) and La
Cucaracha (2310 Kuhio Ave., #102, 808/922-
2288) both advertise in the gay publications
and offer reliably good food at reasonable
prices. My two favorite Waikiki restaurants
are excellent Thai places. Singha Thai (1910
Ala Moana Blvd., 808/941-2898) features
nightly performances by Thai dancers.
Keo's (2028 Kuhio Ave., B0B/951-9355) is

the International Winter Surfing
Championships are held each
year. Don't miss spectacular Waimea Bay and
the sleepy little town of Haleiwa, with its
famous “shave ice” (snow cone) joints.
Snorkelers and scuba divers flock to Hanauma
Bay, a short trip east of Waikiki.

Major points of interest in Honolulu
include Iolani Palace, which was the resi-
dence of Hawaii’s last two monarchs, King
Kalakaua and Queen Lili'uokalani. After
Hawaii became a state in 1958, the palace

served for a time as the Capitol Building
before the ultramodern current statehouse
was built next door. Honolulu's Chinatown
district, with its produce markets and lei
shops, is also fascinating. There is actually
a gay bar in the Chinatown area, Kane'ala's
(10 N. Hotel St., 808/536-6966), but be
aware that this neighborhood has a repu-
tation for being dangerous after dark

If you want to do something really
unique and fabulous, book a tour of Shangri
La, the estate of the late Doris Duke. When
the eccentric tobacco heiress died in 1993,
she left instructions for her Hawaii home
(40556 Papu Circle) to be converted into a
museum housing her collection of Islamic
art, Small group tours given through the
Honolulu Academy of Arts last approxi-
mately two and a half hours (866-DUKE-
TIX, www.honoluluacademy.org). By the
way, Shangri La was reportedly the site of
a gay wedding involving Doris’s friend Paul
Reubens (a.k.a. Pee-wee Herman) in 1989,
at which Hawaii residents and Duke friends
Imelda Marcos and Jim Nahors both sang!

Some of the best sightseeing can be done
on your own without leaving Waikiki and with-
out spending a dime. A self-guided walking
tour of Waikiki's most famous beachfront
hotels is a must. Start at the Sheraton
Moana Surfrider (2365 Kalakana Ave., 800/
256-4280), the stately “First Lady of —
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The sun also sets: The day ends on Waikiki Beach.

~
<}

Waikiki,” which was built in 1901, making

it Hawaii's oldest hotel. Have a drink under

the giant banyan tree in the courtyard if you
wish, and don't miss the second-floor display
lia. Next
door, hidden away from the street, is the
elegant Royal Hawaiian (2259 Kalakaua
Ave, 800/256-4280). Known as the Pink

n the

of historic photos and memor

Palace, the Royal Hawaiian was built ¢

grounds of what was once the Hawaiian
roval family’s beach retreat. Making your
way westward, take the elevator to the
rooftop bar and restaurant for a sweeping
view of Waikiki and Diamond Head. Next
i5 the Halekulani (2199 Kalia Rd., 800/367-

2a4.

), the most expensive Waikiki hotel

'\r\'i1|] its austere '.k|];|l'-ll'|'.—'.\'|'|il!' L'I\](II"

scheme, this property is a favorite of celebs
like Hawaii native Bette Midler

You ecan skip the next hotel—the
and continue on through Fort
DeRussy Park and past the Hale Koa, the
U.S. military hotel. Now you have reached

Qutrigger

the final stop on the tour—the grandiose
Hilton Hawaiian Village (2005 Kalia Rd.,
800-HILTONS

resort features six hotel towers, five pools,

This sprawling 22-acre

22 restaurants and lounges, over 90 shops
and lns'.lt1-|1n'.~. botanical |.','.'1I"|]t'!1.-. exotic
wildlife including flamingos and tropieal
penguins, a world-class spa, and a satellite
of the Bishop Museum of Hawaiian
I'Itll':[;'t,l,-'{-'_ Check out 'L‘I:l,-- {'tl”r't'lil]]‘. {rf\p-l'n,nlm-'
documenting the Hilton’s own rich history
Elvis filmed Blue Hawait here, and JFK
spoke to a mayors' conferenee at the hotel
during his celebrated visit to the islands just
months before his assassination.

There are two other hotels on the island

that are well worth visiting. Within walking
distance, just east of Waikiki near the foot
of Diamond Head, is the ultra-hip W Hotel
(2885 Kalakaua Ave; 8B08/922-1700). A short
drive further east is the awe-inspiring
Kahala Mandarin Oriental (5000 Kahala
Ave.; 888/254-0637),
dolphin lagoon and has accommodated
and rock

which features a

numercus kings, heads of state,

stars (a wall of fame showcases photos of

past guests)

Shopping is also a major pastime in
Hawaii. In recent yvears, Kalakaua Avenue,
Waikiki's main strip, has become like Rodeo
Drive. Everywhere vou look you discover
outsized boutigues with names like Gueei,
Prada, Chanel, Yves St. Laurent, and
Tiffany. Ala Moana Shopping Center (1450
Ala Moana Blvd.), just across the Ala Wai
Canal from Waikiki, boasts a Macy's and
Neiman Marcus among its over 240 stores
A free shuttle runs between Waikiki hotels
and the shopping center.

If you have the time and money to visit

ON THE OTHER ISLANDS

one or more of the neighbor is-
lands, an obvious choice would be
Hawaii, which, to avoid confusion,
is always referred to as the Big
Island. Just a 45-minute flight
away on Hawaiian or Alocha Air-
lines, this is where you can observe
the active Kilauea volcano and pay
your respects to the voleano
goddess Pele. Kauai and Maui are
also extremely popular (there are
non-stop flights from Houston
directly to Maui), while the
smaller Molokai and Lanai are the
least-populated and least-visited
islands. You could easily spend a
week on each island and not get
bored, and while there are current-
ly no gay bars cutside Oahu, there
is a sprinkling of gay-owned bed-
and-breakfasts throughout the

local travel agencies, including the
gay-friendly H.LS. Hawaii (808/330-9672),
can assist you in creating a day trip or over-
night stay on one of the neighbor islands.
Like our straight counterparts, many
gay and leshian couples travel to Hawaii to
get married. A 1993 decision by the Hawaii
Supreme Court promised for a time that
Hawaii would be the first state in the nation
to legalize gay marriage. Unfortunately, the
next yvear the Hawaiian legislature
amended state law, defining marriage as
between a man and a woman. The Hawaii
Gay Marriage Bureau (www.hawaiigay
marriage.com), a project of the Gay and
Lesbian Education and Advocacy Foun-
dation, provides a regi-stration, referral,
and information forum for those interested
in same-sex marriage registration, marriage
certificates, related services, and updates on
the legal front.
Bradley David Williams contributes regularly
to OutSmart. He interviewed 'l"hc-r'nugh]iv
Modern Millie writer Dick Scanlan for the
December issue.

A selection of gay-owned bed-and-breakfast inns across the Hawaii islands:

Hawaii

* Ahsolute Paradise
www,absoluteparadise. tv
B88/285-1540

* The Butterfly Inn (women)
www.thebutterflyinn.com
800/54-MAGIC

* Puako Bed and Breakfast
www.bigisland-bedbreakfast.com
800/910-1331

* Hale Kipa 'O Pele
www.gaystayhawaii.com
800-LAVAGLO

Maui

» Wailana Inn
www.wailanabeach.com
800/399-3885

Kauai

* Mahina Kai Ocean Villa
www.mahinakai.com
800/337-1134

* Mahina's Women's Guest House
www.muhinﬁs.cum

808/823-9364

islands (see sidebar). A number of
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| ' Check Up
Patrick
Vachon

Their two dads: Fathers
Patrick Vachon (top left)
and Jason Komar cuddle
with daughter Parker
and son Anton. "If
people could just come
into our home, they'd
see that we are o normal
family,” Vachon says.

A single guy when he was one of the original JuzSmart contributors,

the therapist is now a family man

by Joyce Gabiola

Photo by Yvonne Feece

Every month during our 10-year celebra-
tion, we revisit an individual we inter-
viewed or who played a significant role
in the issue published a decade ago. —

= N W i .

SANCTUARY FOR AL

A Sanctuawry vs

Join Us For Sunday Services

at 8:30 a.m. or 10:50 a.m.
(Coffee and fellowship follow)

BERING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

MAINTENANCE
87 Waugh Dr. ® Houston, TX # 713.863.8244

“For over 20 years, I've trusted Tech Auio Maintenance for all my custom and
domestic automobile needs. Uncompromised service, quality custom work...
Tech Auto Maintenance comes through for me!”

— Ken Caminiti, Former Houston Astro
ASE CERTIFIED IN:
* Engine Repair
* Suspension & Steering
* Heating & A/C
* Brakes & ABS Systems
« Emissions Control Systems

* Tune-Ups '
P obert “Bobby™ Harting,

GUARANTEED PARTS & SERVICE g ond

SAVE 15% OFF FREE A/C

CHECKUP

Michael P. Delaney

Financial Services Associate
Prudential # Financial
Growing and Protecting Your Wealth™

The Prudential Insurance Company
123 L 0+

HOUSTON

LOW COST

vitamins and nutritional
supplements for health
and fitness.

houstonbuyersciub.com + 3224 Yoakum Blvd « 713.520.5288
Mon-Fri 10am-8pm « Sat 10am-6pm « Sun Noon-6pm




Pﬂtﬁ(k ' FY4 101 W continued from page 52

atrick Vachon and his sen
Anton greet me at the front
door on a rainy Sunday morn-
ing. Anton articulates, as
much as a three-year-old can,
but encugh for me to under-
stand, “Come into the den.” I am ushered
into a room where Free Willy iz about to start.

Vaheon was one of the original OuiSmart
contributors, offering articles on various
subjects such as the effects of adolescent
gsexual abuse on gay men, HIV/AIDS,
coming out, and personal and community
growth, While Vachon says now he is not a
fan of writing, I found his written voice to
be sound, confident, and trustworthy, which
in his line of work is fundamental.

Vachon has been a clinical social worker
in private practice for 10 years. He says his
professional purpose is to work with and for
the community to heal individuals, couples,
and families. He assists his clients (about
50 percent are couples) in making
their relationships work, While
about 60 percent of his clients are
gay or leshian, his clientele also
consists of heterosexuals. Compared
to 10 vears ago, the major difference
in his practice is found in the em-
phasis on therapy for gay couples,
many with families, while in the
early years the focus was on HIV and
coming-out issues. This change in focus is
also a reflection of Vachon's personal life.

In 1985, after losing his partner of five
vears to AIDS, Vahcon realized there was
healing to accomplish, not just within his
own life but also within the community. (“As
a community, we do have wounding,”
Vachon says.) In 1990 he earned a master’s
degree in social work from the University
of Houston and became a certified therapist
in the IMAGO method (imago is Latin for
“image”). The basis of the IMAGO relation-
ship model is an embracing of the work
required of any relationship in order for it
to last. Vachon asserts that healing can only
be accomplished in a relationship while
growth work is done on an individual basis.
He points out that relationships do not exist
only between two people involved in a ro-
mantic coupling. Ag people, we have rela-
tionships with our co-workers, colleagues,
peers, teachers, bankers, medical profes-
sionals, and others, just as we have rela-
tionships with inanimate ohjects or sit-
uations, such as food, money, and sex.

Vachon asserts that healing can occur
in a relationship when we have long-term
monogamous relationships. His eritics say
he is trying to influence gay couples to adopt
“heterosexual ideals.” “We need to invest in
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relationships,” Vachon counters. “We need
to maximize growth potential.”

Vachon and his husband Jason Komar
have been together for six years. In July
2003, they exchanged wedding vows in
Canada. Vachon's family ig fully supportive,
and Komar's parents accept Vachon as their
son-in-law. “We grow and struggle just like
everyone,” says Vachon.

Komar points out that he had only been
out of the closet for four years before he met
Vachon. In turn, Vachon reealls the '70s and
'80s, when both gay and straight people
were insisting that gays and leshians—
especially gay men—couldn't have com-
mitted monogamous relationships. Looking
around him, he adopted this mentality as
truth, as many others have and do, but as
times changed Vachon found himself in a
significant relationship. He started
wondering what else he could have that
others in the past said he could not. Healthy
relationship. Check. Kids. Why not?

As individuals, Vachon and Komar knew

Parker was born on June 20, 2002. ...
On July 27, five weeks later, Anton
joined the family. Suddenly, there
were two children in their household.

they always wanted to have kids someday.
Komar quips, “Always wanted kids, yes.
Five weeks apart, no.” Vachon and Komar's
life together changed radically when Anton
and Parker became part of the family,
almost all at once.

In 2000, Vachon and Komar decided that
they wanted to adopt. The process started
in June 2001, and in January 2002 they met
with the woman who would give birth to
Parker (she had selected Vachon and Komar
to raise the child on Martin Luther King
Day, January 17, 2001). Then, in February
2001, they received a letter from Russia
regarding Anton’s adoption. Parker was
born on June 20, 2002, For six months, since
the day they met Parker's mother, Vachon
and Komar were involved in the pregnancy,
and they were in the delivery room to
witness the birth of their daughter. Parker
came to live with them the next day. On July
27, five weeks later, Anton joined the family.
Suddenly, there were two children in their
household. Vachon and Komar had created
the family they always wanted.

Anton and Parker know Vachon as Papa
and Komar as Daddy. “We don't hide our love
together,” Vachon says. They express
affection for each other as any couple would
with hugs, kisses, and handholding. “If
people could just come into our home, they'd

see that we are a normal family,” Vachon
pointa out, The kids go to bed at 8 or 8:30,
Vachon and Kemar go to bed around 9, and
everyone is up at 5 o'clock the next morning.
“We have the same issues and struggles. We
experience the same stuff everyone experi-
ences plus an extra dose because of the
oppression.”

For Vachon and Komar, life now revolves
around their children. I ask Vachon to sum
up his life, and Komar pops up with a
cliché—*T wouldn't have it any other way.”
Then he teases, “He’s got the pool he’s
always wanted.”

Vachon smiles, then adds, “Being in a
relationship and a parent is the hardest
combination you'll ever do. As hard as it is
sometimes, | wouldn't want it any other
way.” He poses, “If I hadn’t been in a rela-
tionship for five years, would I have gone
into social work?”

I ask Vachon if this is where he thought
he would be. He replies, “Hell no. If you
asked me in the '70s or even 10 years ago
about having a family, I would've
said no.”

Vachon says he wants to teach
his children tolerance and to under-
stand and accept differences. From
his second OutSmart column (in the
May 1994 issue), Vachon recalls a
favorite quote from his IMAGO
training: “Through our sameness we
connect. Through our differences we grow.”
He wants Anton and Parker to be raised in
an environment where they accept people
of different races, socio-economic back-
grounds, and beliefs. He assures, “They will
get that quickly.”

At some point during the interview,
Anton has spilled lemonade on the kitchen
floor and managed to leave the crime scene
undetected. Shortly after, during playtime
with Komar, Parker begins throwing a
tantrum while Anton playfully rushes for
one of my sheets of paper and my pen, which
| willingly relinquish. Komar lifts Parker
up and heads out of the den, telling her, “We
need to have a girl talk.” They return,
Parker erying non-stop at the same pitch.
Vachon turns to me and says, “This is a sign
that it's naptime,”

Vachon and Komar are calm and seem
comfortable. Everything is now under
control. As the interview ends, Anton sits
quietly on a stool while Komar prepares
sandwiches for the kids, and Vachon
demonstrates how the short, complex plastic
contraption located between the kitchen and
the hallway becomes ajar (I was intimidated
by one of those kids’ gates, so?)

Vachon is happy he's here. Wouldn't you be?

Jovee Gabiola is a contributor for Pride.04
magazine, This is her first piece for OutSmart.
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STEVEM DAVIL

LookOQut

by Tim Brookover

EATHER LONGING. When Steven Lloyd competes

May 27-31 International Mr. Leather event in Chicago, he will

seek to follow in the bootst
title, Houstonian Colt Thomas (19

3

s of the Texans who have won the

and Stephen Weber of Dallas

12002). Lloyd—photographed at the Ripcord—will travel to the Windy
City bearing the local Master of Leather title.

N YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD. Our

Sapphic sisters have often bemoaned
a dearth of social opportunities for leshians
in Houston. “Where are all the women?”
the sisterhood eries. Once again, Garolyn
Wyatt has an answer. The founder of the
popular first-and-third-Wednesday Pro-
fessional Women’s Happy Hour at Meteor
now publishes a snappy weekly e-mail
newsletter packed with events and activities
of particular interest to the gals. Want to
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fill your calendar? Drop a request to
carol. wyatt@nuasis.com.

Still leoking for something to do?
Therapist Daniel Garces has formed the
Montrose Social Group, which meets on
Thursday night at Bering Memorial United
Methodist Church.
www.MSGHouston.org.

Bryan Lari has seen such crowds at his
weekly yoga class at the Houston GLET
Community Center that he now offers two

Learn more at

sessions every Monday—at 6 p.m., then at
7:30. Lari also teaches monthly classes at
Thomas Street Clinic.

GLOBO president Abel Rodriguez recently
e-mailed to announce the first Mr./Ms.
GLOBO Pageant. Of eourse, you knew that
GLOBO means Gays & Lesbians Organized
by Orgullo (pride), si? On May 9, the
hombres and seforitas will strut down the
runway at Club Inergy, competing for cash
and prizes. Think you have what it takes?
Call 713/710-0268 to register.

Becky Cochrane and Timothy J. Lambert
will sign copies of their new novel, The Deal,
at Borders River Oaks on May 25. Some of
you learned about these two Houston
writers in our February 2003 article
(“Author! Author?”) about He's the One, the
book they wrote with two additional
collaborators under the nom de plume
Timothy James Beck. Perplexed? Stop by
Borders and sort it all out.

Mark your Frank Gehry calendar now
for the American Institute of Archi-
tects annual sandcastle-building contest
on June 5 on Galveston’s East Beach.
Competitors from 85 teams—some of them
scantily clad, hello/—will vie for the Golden
Bucket Award.

O0D WORKS. Never clean your
own ride? Then motor over to Mary's
on May 8 for the Sundance Cattle Company
carwash benefiting Darla’s Learning Center,
the adults with mental
retardation that recently moved into

school for

Montrose. Cattle Company chairman
Norman Umstead and his fellow scrubbers will
also sell exuberantly colored art created by
Learning Center students, including school
namesake Darla Deese.

On May 19, Brad Brandt, Jon Famestad,
Tivona Watson, and Jamie Zelko will host a
reception at Sunset Body Warks benefiting
the Human Rights Campaign. To RSVP;
713/524-7707.

Deterred by inclement weather on
Easter Sunday, the Bunnies on the Bayou
fundraising bash will hop to May 23. Hosts
of the outdoor event held next to Wortham
Center include Nelda Billescas and Kirsten
Vaselaar.

HO FUNNY. As we went to press,

Houston Gay & Lesbian Film Festival
president Zig Zigman buzzed with the news
that the fest will host an advance screening
on June 5 of the new Margaret Cho concert
flick, Revelution. Sponsored by Sundance
Channel, which will premiere the movie
June 19, the sneak peek, and a party, will
take place at Rice Cinema. Evening details
were still in development. Check the festival
website, www.hglff.org, for updates. Bl

“Like an old friend...”

SINCE 1977

In Memory of
ot long time Customer

"I has been ghe year since you left ns;
there is not @ day or night that passes by
withowt you in owr thaughs,

Wemsss you and [ove you very muich,”

Janeapy 25, 1020 - May 31, 2003

Erom'Michael, Joseph, all the Riva's staff, Chris,
Gary, Elior, Ray, Wayne, Don, Richard, Jerry,
Hank and the rest of your friends

We love you very much.
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/ / e -//(/é(m //() astairant

1117 MISSOURI STREET 713.529.3450 v

et off Monisose

hot-diamonds-man

STERLING SILVE

R AND DIAMOMNDS

He

._/nﬂd-
[ '10,‘11‘ Jewelry Factory

www . diamond|ewelrnyfactory.com

10 miles for

less than S20!

Your time is valuable. So don't waste it hunting for a
parking space (and paying exorbitant downtown parking
fees) during a night on the town.

Designate United Cab as your driver.

Youll get door-to-door no-hassle service at a very
reasonable price.

United Cab

LHWITED CAR

* 24 hour service 7 days a week
* advance reservations accepted
* all major credit cards honored

Next time your mom needs a ride to the doctor,
or your teenager needs a ride home from school,
call United Cab.

See why thousands of Houstonians trust us

with their “precious cargo!”

(713) 699-0000

“Properly done, modern dental care should NEVER hurt,
should not be stressful and should last a long time.”

We employ the best and newest techniques and
materials because YOU are our
first and only concern.

My practice is not a “clinic” setting!

YOU get quality time, one patient at a time.
Every time. Come see how much difference
a nonclinical setting makes for comfort!

Strict adherence to cutting-edge
sterilization of all instruments
and facilities.

| " 'a
Bruce W. Smith .

1006 MISSOURI ST.

Hours By Appointment

713.529.4364
HEE O E-

Restorative, Cosmetic and Preventative Dentistry for Adults Sinee 1981

QOutSmart
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sea n 0 I g a (TV Guids, 4/03/04, Michael Logan)
Michael Logan: How's it feel to be a ground-
susn UUSHa breaker? [Sosnovska as Lena and Eden
o m ns Riegel as Bianca made history as the first

[octress, All My Children)  same-sex couple on daytime soaps.]

| Olga Sosnovska: It's so
bizarre to think we've |

|

(Emtertainment Weekly, 4/08/04)

» o Following is a letter from Robert

DUMPLI NG HOUSE q\ _ Pickett r'n‘,l'fr.n-;mnsv o Entertainment

Chinese Restaurant

Weekly’s “Funniest People in America”:
A "Funniest People in America” list
. without Margaret Cho?! That's about
..the best ( Il]l'!‘u] ?“ﬂif-.‘* n town...” » as crazy as the ban on gay marriage
b or the war in Iraq. In the words of
Margaret herself, “Girl, you ig'nant!”

[mius cian/producer/fashion designer)

(GLAAD Media Awards, 4/12/04)

ﬁ- t the GLAAD Media
Awards in New York,

Sean Combs presented the
award for Outstanding Reali-
ty Program to Queer Eye for
the Straight Guy: “This vear,
even more gay and lesbian characters took

A Full Service Restaurant-Nice Dining View

done semething

momentous. It really only
hit me when Eden and I
were interviewed about
the kiss on CNN. More
than anything, I hope our
characters have been

— Houston Chronicle

DntQmarnt O _ In Entertainment Weekly’s next
oo P j : 'y .
VILSIMAart o [ssue, they listed the readers’ picks for

COHlpllmE‘Iltal Yy soup ®  the 10 funny folks they overlooked in their “25 Funniest People,”

" : ; center stage in reality programming. What Olgn Sosnovsko sl s 5 e, - |
Wlth entlee s and Margaret Cho was No. 1: “She's the only bisexual Korean- loes this show Amerie _Fl:.’-. I;: o ’:um L [pictured right}: - 2 embraced because of who i
& e 5 d q 1 = L £ = or: BNOWSE £ IT1C b ‘ 3
American comedian who riffs on colonics, menstruation, lesbian ; i ls she a 9”0””3 they are as human beings, |
! A y ‘ X . : ; ; : that the reality is we all have a gay or lesbian breaker? [ser irrespective of whether |
[ : |' meh Specials sex, and every other off-color subject imaginable. . . . Plus, she's R R eat : Sosnavska os P
. UiCil OPULl RIS - A i - - i riend or family member, and that every per- tedo leiand v pav or cheaisht
| ] A s bounced back from a disastrous failed sitcom (All-American Girl) : £ Sy 5 ¢ i - 4 2y re gay &nt.
| | | ’i’ daVS a \-\TE’.‘E'}\ Uﬂtll 4 UUP\-{ E i . 101 in America, no matter their race, religion, Eden Riegel Still, this is a sexual
}I \ * with an arsenal of gleefully subversive one-woman shows (her e e S e A aki ; us Bionca on "
3 = ir sexual orentation, 15 key to making our | ABC's All My landmark. |

Gay people tell me that |
seeing themselves
represented on screen
has changed their lives
and I am so proud of that.
What’s also exciting is that
the straight audience wants
to see Bianca happy on her
terms—not theirs. They've
watched a gay relationship
play out on a soap and it did
not cause an earthquake.
Maybe the next time a show
does this it won't be a
phenomenon. Then I'll really feel :
like we've made history.

FREE BELIVERY | r:-:\\\' tour l.m'l-\'.z'-luf'lrlhl.:' m“.l.' Why we left her off [the first list: country great and must be included equally.” didll:':;lr'}ﬁ:s_

She was No. 26, We swear.
cause an

earthquoke?

(Minimum $12.00 - Tipping is appreciated |

‘ 2621 Shepherd #290 « Houston, TX 77098
‘ P: 713.524.8410 « F: 713.524.4134 (Entertainment Weekly, 4/23/04, Karen Vally)

| (ot corner of Randall’s Supermarket upstairs with elevator) ¢ Her new movie, Connie and Carla . . . is a light cocktail costarring

ORDER ONLINE AT WWW.AUNTIECHANGS.COM ® Toni Collette about a couple of cabaret singers on the run from

e« the Mob who hide out in a drag-queen bar, disguised in wigs

| * and boas and false baritones. The script was inspired by

Vardalos’s leaner years, when she hoofed it through cramped

[ ] Canadian dinner theaters, belting out every cheesy chestnut
JOI n *  from A Chorus Line to Cats. She dashed off a rough first draft of
s the seript back in 1999, and when [My Big Fat Greek Wedding]

®  hit $80 million—it would go on to gross $241 million—Universal

Now . swooped in with a bid, “Honestly, I just wrote the same movie
- rice,” she says, “which is ‘Hey, everybody’s a little different,

twice,” she says,

und get ’he * and in the end, we're all fruit!™ Il
| "
‘ . 1 ca I‘sun HPESSIE I:cgicmrad, Kressley is one of the Fab Five on Brava's
u m m e r . ueer Eye for the Straight Guy)
| o (Enteriainment Weekly, 4/23/04, Jim Mullen) lf;ﬂ:!:]' .'J'IEJT,I:HDI.’M, BDﬂuget )
‘ “ Connie and Carla: Two women pretend to be drag queens to “;wge reer: Do you see a lot of Kressley-alikes when you make personal appearances
o escape the Mob. This was J. Edgar Hoover’s original idea for : c ; }
* the Witness Protection Program Carson Kressley: There are people coming up to me wearing pink. People are definitely
i . . : : listening to my advice. It's really cute and heartwarming. I love it.
Feeling good about yourself o -arson
Kresslay

and how you look is the key. J m

asu" Paz [singer]
(Roling Stone, 4/01/04, Bridget Fraeer)
Bridget Freer: What's your favorite color scheme?
Jason Mraz: Well, I'll always wear pink in spring because it reminds me of my youth when
my mom used to dress me up in pink for Easter Sunday—I remember crying all the way to
church. I don't know if it was the pink or church. I'm not a big churchgoer now.

cnlngu [singer)

priathy in
p.ni? £

- a8

We can help you get there
(Out, 5/04)

with a program just for you. , g - :
When asked what he would wear to his nuptials, Busch said, “A

Coll Todayl

7 YM ®  (The Advocate, 413704, Richard Andreoli)

A straight bachelor on Fox's Playing It Straight, a reality show

mink coat over a nightgown,”
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01 ham Stree » with one woman ferreting out the gay guys among 14 men: “In (Raing Stans, 4/0/04, Bridget Freer)
713-880-91 91 ‘ the beginning, I thought the line that divided me from Bridget Freer: Apart from a suit, is there anything you wouldn't wear?
m,hnumn“m com » homosexuals was a very clear and distinct one, _vet_ in the end Chingy: The colors pink and purple—they're too girly. I would not wear anything pink. Ever.
Mol chib o1 detalls # that line had become so blurry that it was hardly visible.”
[ B B B BN BN BN B B B B BN BN BN BN OB BN I B BN B BN BN B BN BN B B BN BN BN BN B ) 'o...‘-..'.-.'....'b.'......o.............'..O.“...'.O..’.......‘...

MRS . LARRY BUSACCANWIREIMAGE COMISOEHOVERA - ARG, INCL/YOLANDA PEREZ
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DVD/VHS

DVD TV

Absolutely Fabulous, Will & Grace, and The Kids in the Hall

Absaolutely Fabulous: Series 5
“The greatest female comedy buddies since
Lucy Ricardo and Ethel Mertz" raved the
New York Times, and it's no surprise that
the internationally acclaimed Ab Fab series
has garnered over 14 awards. ¢ Jennifer
Saunders and Joanna Lumley star as Edina
Monsoon and Patsy Stone, two worn-out
fashionistas who endlessly indulge in
cosmetic surgery, alcohol, drugs, sex,
shopping sprees, and trips abroad. In the
eight all-new episodes of Absolutely
Fabulous: Series 5, Edina
and Patsy's agenda
consists of book
¢lubs with Lon-
don's top glitterati,
weekends in the
country & la Ma-
donna and Guy, and
intimate gatherings
with Elton on the
piano. But when Saffy
(Julia Sawalha) re
turns from a few
months as an aide work-
er, Edina’s heady world
is turned upside down
by the startling news
that Saffy is pregnant!
Bahies and Bollinger
don't mix, after all . , . or do they? * And
if that isn't enough, there's 15 minutes
of outtakes! * From BBC Video (www
bhcamerica.com). =Trey Carrington

Will & Brace: Season 2
This four-DVD box set includes all 23
episodes from the NBC hit series’ second
season, featuring the Emmy Award-winning
cast of Debra Messing, Eric McCormack,
Megan Mullally, and Sean Hayes. This is
the season in which Shelley Morrison as
Rosario makes her first appearance, * Will
& Grace: Season 2 also includes 12 featur-

WiLL&GRACe ..

ettes that highlight the second season’s fun-
niest moments set to music: “Hugs and Kise-
es,” “Out and About,” “Fashion Quips,” and
more. * From NBC Enterprises and Lions
Gate Home Entertainment. —Suvzie Lynde

The Kids in the Hall: Complete Season 1
Are extraterrestrials dull? Who's gay in
Hollywood? And how about that salty ham?
* From romantically challenged eabbage
heads to serial head crushing, five men from
Canada—who were occasionally five
women—turned sketch comedy into a
bizarre, irreverent, and always hilarious
weekly showcase of side-splitting
unpredictability. The fab five are Dave
Foley, Bruce McCulloch, Kevin McDonald,
Mark McKinney, and openly gay Scott
Thompson. * With a brilliant

knack for turning
the mundane into

the surreal, and a

dangerous willing-

ness to explore the
darker sides of
comedy, all 20 epi-
sodes from the debut
season of the Kids in
the Hall are collected
here on DVD and for
the first time ever.

* Bonus features in-
clude 45 minutes of
new interviews with the
Kids and Lorne
Michaels, audio com-
mentary by the Kids,
two best-of compilations, and more.
* From Broadway Video. More info: A&E
Home Video (www.aetv.com) or www
kidsinthehall.com. =TC

MOVIES ON DVD/VHS PREVIEWS

Absolut Warhola

Described by Variety as “the
film equivalent of a pleasant
white wine with a kicker to
it," Absolut Warhiofa (2001)
examines the surprising
heritage of one of the most
famous artists of the
century, Andy Warhol. The
film tracks his ancestry back
to the small town of Mikova

in Eastern Europe and visits the only pop-art museum

in Europe, located in nearby Medzilborce, = After
| traveling the countryside, director Stanislaw Mucha
interviews the peasant relatives of Warhol about the
art he created. Though aware of his success, these
distant cousins have no understanding of his work. In

62 MaY 2004 QutSmart

fact, when he would send them his art, they would turn it
into everyday items, such as toys and clothing. No one
knows the man that left them so many years ago, but
each is proud to call him their own and bear his old-
world name Warhola. However, when it is suggested that
he might have been homosexual, the consensus is that
he was not “you know what”" One cousin is so sure that
Warhol wasn't gay that he proclaims that he knows for
sure that there are no homosexuals in Mikova! « Slovak
and Ruthenian with English subtitles. From TLA Releasing
(www.tlareleasing.com). —TC

Love Forbidden

After being emotionally damaged by his ex-girlfriend,
Bruce (Rodolphe Marconi, who is also the film's writer
and director), a quiet and withdrawn filmmaker, becomes
fixated on Matteo (Andrea Necci), a savvy local office

intern, who becomes in-
creasingly involved in
Bruce's life. He shows up
at Bruce's house without
being invited, and takes
Bruce on a tour of Rome,
showing him the churches,
the paintings, and the
fountains. Bruce, who feels
both moved and disturbed
by his sudden, odd attraction to another man, falls
under Matteo's influence and into an ambiguous
relationship with him. A newcomer, the punkish Ameri-
can girl Aston (Echo Danon), separately becomes a
part of their lives; what begins as an idyllic work retreat
soon evolves into a love triangle of confusion, aggres-
sion, and insanity. = Love Forbidden (Défense o amier)

s & 2002 film in French and Italian with English subtitles.
From Strand Releasing (www.strandreleasing.com). —SL

Waiting for the Messiah
Set in Buenos Aires, Waiting for
Wikina e 00 the Mes:.m#r (2000) explores
[Messian the lives of two men and how
they are affected by an
economic collapse. Ariel (Daniel
Hendler) dreads his predeter-
mined future of living in the
tity’s Jewish section, working
in his father's restaurant, and
marrying the nice Jewish “girl
naxt dnur He gets a job working the nightshift at a video
production company where he meets Catholic and bisexual
Laura (Chiara Caselli), with whom he develops a
passionate relationship. = In a parallel story line,
Santamaria (Enrique Pineyro) is robbed of work, home,
and wife by the collapse and is forced to the streets. «
Directed by Daniel Burman. Spanish with English subtitles.
From TLA Releasing (www.tlareleasing.com), —SL

1 [NTERRATIORAL F i

Cock & Bull Stary

.. Cock & Bull Story (2003) is the
gritty tale of a gifted young
boxer Travis Coleman (Bret
Roberts) and his deranged best
pal Jack 0'Malley (Brian Austin
Green). = Travis's budding career
is quickly gaining momentum as
he prepares for the biggest fight
of his life. When Jack hegins to
question his friend'’s masculinity,
he sets off a series of violent confrontations, putting their
friendship to the ultimate test that will change their lives
forever, Between men like this, a touch can be more
deadly than a punch. Variety: “Solid performances . .. a
potent treatment of homophobic machismo!” = Cock &
Bull Stery (also known as Southside) is the debut feature
from Billy Hayes, the man who lived to write about his
experience in a Turkish prison, which became the book
and Oscar-winning film Midnight Express. = Available May
18 from Wolfe Video (www.wolfevideo.com). —TC

lndulge your Senses [

The Schrader Clinic in collaboration with
Houston Area Community Services will be
offering FREE HIV & STD testing services
performed by certified counselors between
2-4 every Friday afternoon. Completely
anonymous & confidential. No appoint-
ment necessary.

S¢

SCHRADER

CLINIC

Book Your June Pride Events Now
Parties 0 Ceremonies 0 Banquets 0 Lodging
30 Days Available for 30 Events

% 713.528.6433 yﬁ
www.LovettInn.com
New Inn Keepers
Dan Lueken o Todd Partridge
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! r Oaks Chrysler J ef:p

G I-E N N c I-BSE G ETs M OTH EH I-Y | Jeep s | Hlililunr Rules, (uleees elior

Showtime’s The Lion in Winter stars Glemn Close and Patrick Stewart i Rebates!!! - Up to 4500!
3 J-E-F-F.C.0-0-P-E-R . v Slow credit, bad credit - no problem

u ' |
1
PLATINUM 77 Friendly, comfortable environment
v We treat you like “family”

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED HWY 59 AND KIRBY@WEST PARK

t's May, the month of Mother’s Day, and what

better way to celebrate it than to watch one of

the mothers of all mothers, Queen Eleanor of
Aquitaine, wreak havoe on her sons. That she is
played by Glenn Close only enhances the havoe.
Eleanor is the estranged wife of King Henry I1
(Patrick Stewart), who shares the queen’s penchant
for inflicting emotional pain on those close to him, *
With the Christmas holidays approaching (in the year
1183), Henry invites the clan to his castle to announce
his chosen heir to the throne. Vying for the coveted
title are John (Rafe Spall), Henry's favorite; Richard
the Lionhearted (Andrew Howard), Eleanor’s favorite;
and Geoffrey (John Light), nobody’s favorite. Also
| invited are Henry's mistress Alais (Julia Vysotsky)

Ask for Cass, your
community consultant
of fine jewelry

and her conniving brother King Philip II (Jonathan
| Rhys-Meyers, who played bi in 1998's Velvet
| Goldmine). » John is the youngest and is basically a

My commitment to EDU: purchase or lease o vehicle from me, and | will

F o X personally donate $50 to a charity or nenprofit organization of your
!‘iBB 1 Or I Membes choice in your nome. New or pre-owned vehicles apply, and you must

#3841 Bellaire Bivd. - 713-668-5000 [ation ' Gertinet to godly.

dunce, Geoffrey, the middle child, is unloved. Richard, A Hours: Mon... Sat. 10-8 WELERS ( e e P Yr Y% ST YF YT %Y 3% %
the eldest, is forced out of the closet. * After accepting 4Tl Winner THURSDAY UNTIL 8 PM. . - 4807 l("_b’ | 713.524.3801
the inevitability of flashbacks to the 1968 feature film Gl 4l + 0l i+ i R L R ol

that starred Katharine Hepburn and Peter O'Toole, 1
enjoyed watching the film and will go out on a limb to
say that Showtime’s Lion, with its tongue-in-cheek

dialogue, still holds up. Based on the Oscar-winning

S e < - MASSAGE BY KEN
screenplay by James Goldman, The Lion in Winter is Love hurts: Glenn Close } T"-J ( {)””“I””!}Fls Bl’q (-' F'O[‘UI.}J SIGT{-’;
a fast-paced game of verbal valleyball that should as the calculating Queen | OutSmart Gayest & Greatest
keep you entranced till the ending credits. * JEPSRTAl i, . Rf’ﬂdfrs C’IOIEE’ Al[’{”d‘\ 200:} MASSAGE BY KEN

Premieres on Showtime (www.sho.com) on Sunday,
lontrose MASSAGE BY KEN

May 23, at 6:30 p.m., with a repeat airing on the

‘ Your Kroger Signature store of
28th at 7 p.m. —Blase DiStefano .

offers one-stop shopping co

More TV —

v MEAL CENTER
; v NUTRITION CENTER
i v ORGANIC PRODUGE
' v WINE CHILLER
| v FLORAL SHOPPE [
¥ FTD WORLDWIDE FLORAL DE
v PHARMACY
¥ DELI/PASTRY SHOPPE -
v err VICE SEAFODD "

* Therapeutic Massage

* Light to Deep Pressure
¢ Aromatherapy

* Reflexology

¢ Hot Stone Massage

* In or Out Calls Available

CLAUDE, RMT

A Dysfunctional family portrait: King Henry [l (Patrick Stewart,
bottom center) is hovered over by his dear ones (I-r): the |
estranged wife (Close) and the ambitious sons Richard (Andrew | 3300 Montrose Blvd.

Howard), Geoffrey (John Light), and John (Rafe Spall). | 713 526 ‘78 65

) g oy o <« Love me tender: King Philip |l (Jonathan Rhys-Meyers, |)
\ 1 P bestows tender but meaningless words on mommie's dearest, Ph.lrlll.lq.‘-: 71 3 526 123 9

Convenient Montrose-River Oaks Studio

g
-

Y

Give the Gift of Relaxation
Gift Certificates Available
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) \ ) ¥ f Richard the Lionhearted (Howard), in The Lion in Winter, premier- |
p i . ; ing this month on Showtime. |




m continued from page 64

The Opposite of Sex: Rene’s Siory

his is the first of two documentaries

that looks at the world of trans-
gender individuals and sex-change oper-
ations. Rene’s Story focuses on a female-
to-male sex change, starting a few
months before the sex-reassignment sur-
gery. The documentary explores Rene's
emotions about his own identity and the
reactions of his family and young wife
to his operation. A second documentary,
The Opposite Sex: Jamie’s Story, will air
inJune. * The Opposite Sex: Rene’s Story
premieres on Showtime on May 3 at 8
p.m., with repeat airings on the 11th and
19th at 8 p.m., and the 23rd and 29th
at 11:30 p.m. To confirm schedule:
www.sho.com. —Troy Carrington

InnerVIEWS with Ernie Manouse
Mav 6: Author/screenwriter/produ-

cer John Grisham—a former
criminal defense attorney and Migsis-
sippi congressman—holds bragging
rights as the best-selling novelist of the
1990s. »* May 13: Singer k.d. lang. With
a phenomenal catalogue of material, the
Canada native has created a career
worth admiring. As founder and front
woman for her groundbreaking
ensemble The Reclines, and through her
own brilliant solo career, lang has
offered some of the most memorable
music of our time, while being honest
with who she truly is. Along the way, she
has garnered a mountain of awards,
including multiple Grammys. * May 20:
Born in communist China, and chosen
at age 11 to study at the Beijin Dance
Academy, dancer Li Cunxin hungered for
more. After spending time in the U.S.,
Cunxin defected and became one of the
world’s greatest dancers. He chronicled
his story in his best-selling book Mao’
Last Dancer. » May 27: Actress Betty
Buckley. Born in Fort Worth, Texas, this
one-time beauty queen and Six Flags
Over Texas performer went on to sell
millions in Broadway tickets and voeal
recordings. Her list of Broadway credits
astound, including 1776, Pippin, Sunset
Boulevard, and Cats, in which she sang
“Memories.” Notable film roles include
Carrie and Frantic. And, of course, she
was Abbey on TV's Eight Is Enough. *
Thursdays at 10 p.m. on Channel 8,
Houston PBS (www.houstonpbs.org).
More info; www.geocities.con/ernieontv/
homepage. —Suzie Lynde
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TRIANGLES AND EUNUCHS

Sundance Channel airs La Répétition and American Eunuchs
La Répétition . !
his is the U.S. television pre-
miere of this psychological
drama that boasts stunning per-
formances by Emmanuelle Béart (8
Women) and Pascale Bussiéres (The
Five Senses) as two women who
renew their friendship 10 vears after
a painful rift. A chance meeting leads
to reconciliation between Nathalie
(Béart), now a successful actress, and
Louise (Bussiéres), now a married
dental technician. The women redis-
TR i Sl g RRrd, -but ihe Bathing beauties: Pascale Bussigres (1) and Emmanuelle
dangerously charged dynamics that Biat rsariolieIn s Répétition,
roiled their early relationship soon | G K
resurface. La Répétition is directed by Catherine Corsini and airs on n Sundance Channel
on Sunday, May 9, at 8 p.m., with repeat airings on the 13th at 11 p.m., the 20th at 1:30
m., the 23rd at 12:056 a.m., and the 25th at 8:30 p.m. To confirm schedule:
www.sundaneechannel.com. =SL

‘715‘

American Eunuchs

his is the U.S. television premiere

of this intriguing documentary
that looks at what would seem to be
an archaic practice—voluntary cas-
tration—and finds a procedure that
oceurs even in the heartland of
America. The film investigates the
hows of castration—the semi-legal
and clandestine operations—hut its
real focus is the whys, which are
explored through the stories of three
very different individuals. George is
a happily married man who owns a

dog-grooming salon with his wife; — . andl
“Gelding” is a computer programmer Where the sun does shine: ‘Gelding has no body-image

whose adopted name reflects his pride problems and poses next to his pool in ;ﬂmencan Eunuchs.
8 e ——

in his masculinity; and Michael is a young Missouri husband who T-P--OTtIE‘d to a motel-room
procedure, American Eunuchs is directed by Gian Claudio Guidueci and Franco Sacchi
and airs on Sundance Channel on Monday, May 10, at 9 p.m., with repeats on the 15th at
12:20 a.m., the 17th at 11 p.m., the 27th at 9 p.m., and the 29th at midnight. To confirm
schedule: www.sundancechannel.com. =TC

EI.AINE STI‘II'I'I}H AT LIBERTY

his feature-length documentary is an

intimate portrait of the Broadway

legend Elaine Stritch, The film combines

footage from her acelaimed, Tony Award-

winning one-waman show with a behind-

the-scenes look at the actress by her

longtime friends, legendary documentary

filmmaker D.A. Pennebaker and his

partners Chris Hegedus and Nick Doob.

Premieres on HBO on Saturday, May 29,

1 at 7 p.m., repeat airings on the 31st at

Curtain up: Elaine Stritch preparlng for her one- 2118 p.m. and throughout June. To con-
wornan show is part of this HBO documentary.  firm schedule: www.hbo.com. —SL ll
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Outin the Arts

by D.L. Groover

PRINCE OF A GUY.
Houston Ballet principal
ancer Zdenek Konvalina
has, as they say in the ballet world,
the most beautiful line and feet for
days. Which means he looks great
in a pair of tights, and his feet,
whenever off the ground, are
curved like scimitars. You can
shape your hody through diet and
arduous exercise to look acceptable
in classical dance costume, but
there’s not much you can do to get
that perfect arch every dancer
desires. You've either got perfect
feet, or you don't. Konvalina has
perfect feet. He also has regal
bearing and composure, a dignified
quiet about him, and an intense
ardor that will serve him well in
the upcoming Balanchine Cele-
bration mounted by Houston Ballet
{May 27 through June 6)

Born in Brno, Czech Republic,

birthplace of composer Erich
Woltgang Kerngold and home to the
prestigious Janacek Conservatory and
National Theatre, Konvalina started dance
class when he was nine. Every vear, repre-
sentatives from the Brno Conservatory's
academy would travel the country to select
children who had the most promise for a
career in dance. Unsuspecting kids were
prodded and poked, their legs lifted in
unnatural positions, as the dour adults
looked for signs of flexibility and athletic
prowess

“I had no idea what this was,” Konvalina
says now with charming sincerity. “I never
saw dance before.”

Nonetheless, he was chosen, and, with
his mother’s blessing, off he went to ballet
school. Only in recent years has he learned
that his father didn’t approve of his studying
dance. He didn't want a “comedian” in the
family, a circus performer. “My father’s from
a very old-fashioned family. My mother was
the strong one who fought against him.”

At the conservatory, students are there
to dance and learn, not necessarily like it.
“It was very professional, very communistic,
very striet Russian school. At the beginning,
I wasn't sure about it,” Konvalina
remembers. “In America, they try to attract
vou to dance.”

The work was physically demanding for
a child, bordering on abusive. The teachers
would correct a position, not with words, but
a fierce laying on of hands. Konvalina

68 MAY 2004

Balanchine balance: Zdenek Konvalina (r), Barbara Bears, end
artists of Houston Ballet will perform in George Balanchine's
Apollo for the May 27-June & Balanchine Celebration.

admits he was a lazy pupil at first, but after
he saw the professionals and the thrill live
theater can give both audience and per-
former, he fell in love with ballet and grad-
uated first in his class. He also graduated
with a degree in sociology, and an encyclo-
pedic knowledge of art, languages, and
science.

“T was rvu{f_\ [ wanted to leave ]l:LlT']]‘.!li-_T.
[ wanted a job.”

As Konvalina explains it, a “job” in Eu-
rope—one in the arts, anyway—isn't quite
the same thing as a job here. There it's your
life. “You're a part of the theater; you are
the theater,” he says. “You finish rehearsal
and see some opera singer who invites you
to Boheme. 1 was never home. I saw every
opera, every musical, every play. Afterwards
you all go to the cantina. You know, there's
no theater without the cantina.”

He auditioned for Czechoslovakia's
premier Prague Ballet, but when the
smaller Ostrava offered him a prineipal
contract, he accepted their offer

“I'm not loud about it, but I feel that I'm
good,” Konvalina says. “I knew I could learn
my craft there.”

He spent two years refining his
technique, and was looking to move on when
Eddie Toussaint, artistic co-founder of Ballet
Jazz de Montreal, came to Ostrava to stage
his Requiem. They became friends and have
been together ever since. Toussaint con-

vinced Konvalina to come to
America to continue his career.

“1 had got what I wanted from
Ostrava, but America seemed so
far,” he recalls thinking at the time.

Under Toussaint’s manage-
ment and guidance, Konvalina
performed as a guest artist for
various small companies, “seeing
every city in America.” In 2001 he
won a gold medal at the Helsinki
International Ballet Competition.
That recognition brought him to
the attention of Houston Ballet,
which offered a principal contract
the same year.

Konvalina is featured in the
three Balanchine ballets for the
celebration: Apollo, Balanchine's
first international masterpiece set

to Stravinsky's immortal music;

the haunting, mysterious La Valse,

z to Ravel's volcanic, hypnotic score;

and the glittering Theme and
Variations, Balanchine's show-
stopping tribute to his school, the
Imperial Russian Ballet

Konvalina has wanted to dance Apollo
ever since he saw Mikhail Baryshnikov in it in
Czechoslovakia.

“At first, I wasn't mature enough to
understand what it was,” he says. “You
know, the Stravinsky music is not so easy
at first. But it's so rewarding and
challenging to do it

“I've danced Balanchine before, Four
’1'1-.'“..'”':"m.'.'u'.'.-f.~' or Serenade, but .-l_.EJr,'n"."r'—i:'
not Balanchine, it's Apollo,” he says with
reverence. “It stands alone. Balanchine is
Apollo and vice versa. He choreographed it
when he was 24, which is incredible; and
he changed it s0 many times that it's now
polished to perfection. And the music, |
think, is the best Stravinsky ever did for
ballet.

“You feel the music when you dance it.
You are the music. But it’s very thin ice. You
can't pass the line. It needs to be reserved.
It's abstract and short. I don't know . . . It's

just Apoello, a masterpiece.”

Konvalina gives a little laugh. “You
know, when I travel, the customs people
always ask what do 1 do. And I say ‘ballet
dancer.' They think I'm a belly dancer. But
when 1 say Nutcracker, that they
understand.”

D.L. Groover writes monthly on the arts for

QutSmart magazine,
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GrooveQut

by Gregg Shapiro

HEART OF GOLD

Kate Schutt picks up the 8-string and makes some great new music

ate Schutt's ever-growing legion of

fans is in for a surprise when they

near (heart-shot), the new five-song
EP from this out performer. First of all, they
will hear Schutt playing a new guitar, the
Novax 8-string guitar/bass hybrid, an in-
strument perfectly matched to her skills
Next, they will hear drums (played by David
Miller Jamrog) and even backing vocals.
Finally, they will hear Schutt venturing into
new territories that suit her well, on songs

such as “Jane Doe” and “Lone Ranger.”

Gregg Shapiro: In the couple of years that
have passed since the last time that | inter-
viewed you, you underwent throat surgery.
Can you tell me something about that?

Kate Schutt: I had it on November 13, 2002
| was supposed to be singing again by about
three months later. Theoretically, vou have
two weeks of no talking at all. Then you
start gradually working into things and
should be, all in all, back to performing in
about three months. That didn't happen for
me for a number of reasons. It first started
when [ woke up out of anesthesia and I
coughed really badly and bruised my vocal
cords, but they didn't know this. That
started me off on the wrong foot. So I went
the two weeks without talking, and when

my doctors looked down my throat, they saw

GrooveQOut Shorts

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack
Connie and Garla: Music from the Motion Picture
=S S SR Featuring vocals by the
i . film's stars, Nia Vardalos
and Toni Collette, this
soundtrack includes classic
show tungs such as "Let Me
Entertain You," “Mame,”
’ and “There |s Nothing Like
a Dame” Debbie Reynolds also contributes to the
soundtrack in addition to having a cameo in the film.
From Epic Records (www.epicrecords.com). Maore info:
www.connieandearla.com. —Troy Carringtion

Broadway Cast Recording

Wonderful Town

Donna Murphy may capture her third Tony far her
full-out star turn In this hit revival of the 1950s musical
(though she faces tough competition in Kristin
Chenoweth's pre-0z Glenda the Good Witch in
Wicked). In a part first created for Rosalind Russell,
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Stringy: On
(heart-shot),
Kate Schutt
plays her new
8-string guitar.

Murphy blazes through the
show with a brassy per-
formance. Oddly for a musical
sel among the denizens of
Greenwich Village, there are no
queers in evidence—at least
judging by the CD—which is
even more ironic hecause the at-least-bi Leonard
Bernstein composed the light and pleasant music (Betty
Comden and Adolph Green penned the lyrics). Jennifer
Westfeld of the lesbian love story flick Kissing Jessica
Stein sweetly handles the ingénue role of the sister, Best
sangs: the sisters' homesick lament,"Ohio,” and the
ringing “It's Lave” From DRG Records (www.drg
records.com). —Tim Brookover
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Janet Jackson

Damita Jo

“Relax, it's just sex," whispers Janet Jackson at the end
of “Sexhibition," the third song on her eighth album, Jamita
Jo. Those words were recorded long before her breast-
baring exploits at the 2004 Super Bowl halftime show.
The album is a sinfully appealing blend of infectious beats

that everything was bruised, essentially. 1
couldn’t talk for another week and a half.
The long and short of it was that I couldn’t
talk for about three and a half months. I
learned a lot from that. That meant walking
around with a note pad. That puts me to
about March of 2003, and [ gradually began
to ramp up my talking from zero to an hour
a day, then more than an hour a day. [ spent
the summer back at music school, so by the
time | went to Berklee at the end of May, I
was pretty much talking full throttle. I was
singing a little bit and studving with a voice
therapist the entire time, My first gig was
in July, and I played a three-hour gig. That
went well, but it was definitely hard. And
then I had another one in August. Since then
['ve been free to perform as much as [ want.

What was it like to be back in school?

It was definitely fun, but it was related to
the voice thing. During that time, they were
so pessimistic about what was going on with
my voice, I had to come to terms with the
fact that I might not be able to sing again
At one point they said that | may or may
not be able to do that. I've always been more
interested in playing the guitar than I have
in singing. Singing's come so naturally to
me, When I went to Berklee my first time
around, I didn't sing a lick. I didn't tell

and scandalous lyrics. She has
reinvented herself yet again,
proving she has the sensuality
and the voice to keep her at the
top of the pop diva hierarchy.
With the slow-tempo, sensual
BT grooves, occasional up-tempo
jam, and endless spoken interludes, it's as explicit
as pop music gets. From Virgin Records (www
wirginrecords.com). More info: www janet-jackson.com.
—Andrea Rodricks

Jane Olivor
Sare Return
JANT R he simultaneous DVD and CD
ANE OLIVOR
o releases of Safe Return mark
the triumphant return of Jane
Olivor. Still singing with her
trademark rich and supple voice,
she vividly revisits her beloved
signature songs, pop standards,
and several new songs, including “Safe Return,” a poignant
new composition she co-wrote for this program. Olivor

anybody that I sang. So I thought that I
would still play musie, it would just look
very different, I really got interested in the
i-string around that time. I'd seen Charlie
Hunter play a number of times and been
interested in his music. I went to see him
at the House of Blues about a week after
my doctors told me about this [potential loss
of singing voice] and was standing there in
the front row, grooving on his stuff and
realized that this was the sound that I had
been looking for.

What can you tell me about the Novax 8-
string guitar/bass hybrid?

It's made by a guy named Ralph Novax in
California. He was a friend of Charlie
Hunter’s. I think he was already building
ruitars, and when Charlie was exploring
more than six strings and tuning his lower
strings down into the bass range, he finally
needed somehody to make an instrument for
him. Many hundreds of prototypes later,
Charlie has been playing on his instrument
for about 12 years, There are only about
eight or 10 players of this instrument in the
world, the most famous being Charlie

“Jane Doe," the opening track from your
new EP, has the kind of name-checking
that you find in hip-hop. What can you tell
me about that song?

I'hat is like a weird product of my mind
[laughs]. I came up with that first verse, and
it cracked me up, just because of the

juxtaposition of these female names that

had this great sound quality. I thought it
would be a great idea to do this song,
definitely taking my cue from the hip-hop
shout out thing but also from loving that —

iIso performs a special solo version of “The Last Time
Felt Like This,” which she introduced with Johnny
Mathis in the 1978 film Same Time Next Year and
performed at the Oscars the next year. This intimate
ve set was recorded at the Berklee Performing Arts
Center in Boston, the site of her first concert album
wer 20 years ago. From PS Classics (www.ps
classies.com). More info: www janeolivor.com. =TC

The Real Tuesday Weld
I, Lucifer

Stephen Coates is a modern-
day electronic cabaret artist
who calls himself The Real
Tuesday Weld. /, Lueiferis the
imaginary soundtrack to the
best-selling book of the same
@ pame, about the devil
returning to earth for a second shot at repentance
and mortality. Weld has crafted a unique new sound,
nspired by 1930s' jazz, Serge Gainsbourg, Ennio
Marricone, and madern electronica. This enhanced CD
features the award-winning animated video for the —

Time Out with OutSmart

SPECIAL PROMOTIONS AND ADVEATISING

3-D AT CENTRAL
Central Market in Highland Village is now an OutSmart distribution point. To celebrate,
magazine general manager Tom Fricke joined Nancy S. Beck, Central Market community
relations manager, and staff in testing the 3-D spectacles included in every April issug.

;
Time Out

Central Market's Nancy S. Beck welcomes
OutSmart's Tom Fricke and the magazine to
the Highland Village store.

Tom Fricke and Nancy Beck

THE FIRST 10

On February 18, friends of OutSmart joined the staff for a 10th
birthday party at Meteor. More than 100 guests stopped by to
congratulate founder and publisher Greg Jeu and the rest of
the team. Spotted in the crowd were some of the original
OutSmart advertisers, including Karen Derr, Karen Derr & Associates Realty:
Tom Fricke, The Lovett Inn (before he sold the Montrose bed and breakfast
and joined the magazine); Howard Kanelakos, Realtor and RMT; Rev. Ralph
Lasher, Resurrection MCC; Fred Walters, Houston Buyer's Club; and Jim Null
and others from PFLAG Houston.

Publisher Greg Jeu and associate publisher James T. Hurst served cake.

Ten candies celebratod 10 years.

Faces at QutSmart's
1th-anniversary
birthday party at Meteor.

Party photos by DALTON DEHART
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SPRING INTO A NEW
SEASON OF FUN!

Capturing events
for our community
IS my passion.

Check my website and
see who's there!

Dalton DeHart
713.622.2202
ddehart@flazh.net

www. DaltonDehart.com

www.DaltonDeHart.com
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m continued from pre

song “It's the End of the World as We Know
It" by REM, Could I pull it off and have it
be meaningful and be a good seng? For about
three to five months I started collecting
names. I'd be going about my daily life and
I would see some advertisement that
featured a famous woman, and I would add
her to the list, Or I surfed the web for a while
and used Encyclopedia Britannica. [ wanted

s page

to feature women that, as a listener, you
wouldn’t necessarily know who everyone
was, 30 you'd have to go do some research, I
had a spreadsheet with famous women from
history, famous cultural icons, famous
stereotypes, stuff like that. And then finding
names that rhyme is a lot harder than it
seems. | had a blast: it just took a very long
time. I learned a lot, I'll tell vou that.

“Peter Please” is rare in a few ways. First,
it is a co-composition with someone iden-
tified as LT.R. Second, it features backing
vocals by Savannah Frierson, and like
“Jane Doe) it has David Miller Jamrog on
drums. Those are some major differences
from a traditional Kate Schutt song.

The only thing I ean say about that is that
it was one of those songs that happened

pretty quickly. It happened with a friend of

mine who suggested the idea for the song.
Once 1 composed it, I heard an African-

GrooveQut Shorts (/s or

dance-floor hit “Bathtime in Clerkenwell” Available
May 11 from Six Degrees Records (www.sixdegrees
records.com). —=TC

The Bangles
The Essential Bangles
F : The all-female rock band
emerged from the paisley
underground scene in Los
Angeles, and now the ladies
of the '80s are hack. The
album features their Top 10
chart hits digitally remas-
tered— Walk Like an Egyptian and Manic Manday, as
well as the mesmerizing cover of Simon and Garfunkel's
Hazy Shade of Winter. If you enjoy '60s and “70s guitar
rock, you will surely love the music of the Bangles.
From Sony Music Entertainment (www.sonymusic
.com). More info: www.legacyrecordings.com/bangles,
www.thebangles.com. —AR

Rhian Benson

Gold Coast

With a moniker such as hers, why would Rhian Benson
bother to use her last name? It seems in a time where
surnames mean very little and artists such as Prince,
Madonna, and RuPaul have set the stage for unique
names taking a front seat (those are all their real first

American female voice behind me, which 1
thought would make the song sound a lot
better.

[ happen to be a part of a very cool pro-
gram at Harvard called the Radecliffe Men-
toring Program. Women who have graduo-
ated from Harvard or Radeliffe ean provide
themselves as a mentor for undergraduate
women at Harvard who are interested in
their field. When I was at Harvard, I always
wanted to have a Radcliffe mentor, but no
one was working in musie, so I vowed that
when I graduated from Harvard, 1 would
make myself available as a mentor for
women interested in music and in the music
business, ['ve been in the program for three
years. Savannah, my [current] mentee, has
an amazing voice, and she just started sing-
ing. It was a wonderful opportunity for me
to provide her a chance to come into a studio
and see what that’s all about. Plus she has
a great voice.

David's drums also propel the rocking tune
“Lone Ranger,” which is, again, a new way
of hearing your music.

Dave is a great friend of mine and also my
drum teacher, I started studying drums
about a year and a half ago. He's an awe-
some guy, He plays around here in Boston
and also all over. He plays with Toni Lynn
Washington, who is & blues singer. He was
the logical choice for me in terms of drum-

names) that it would be
automatic for this artist to
follow suit. Perhaps not. After
all, there are a lot of things
she could have done to follow
.. suit on her debut album that
S sne didn't do. We are talking
about an artist who dropped out of Harvard to pursue
music—this, after having spent time growing up in the
dissimilar cities of Ghana, New Delhi, and London. So she
was well traveled—did it have an effect on her music?
Certainly. It's all over the place, and that's where she
feels most comfortable. With an upbeat take on
contemporary R&B, Rhian has employed the finer
elements of soul, jazz, and dub to help confuse the listener
on both her origin and that of the music. Beyond that,
she has a soft, silky voice that she allows to lapse into a
raspy candor at times, leaving the listener to wonder if
they're listening to only one Rhian. After all, there is only
one Rhian . , . right? From DKG Music. More info:
www.rhianbenson.com. —Lance Walker

Blondie

The Curse of Blondie

Deborah Harry has one of the greatest voices in rock
music history, and the new album proves that the band
still has what it takes. They play with the same conviction
that made them international stars in the 70s. The disc
is enhanced with a video for the disco groove-sounding
single “Good Boys,” which is bound to climb the charts.

mers because I love his attitude and his
playing. He's an excellent drummer, I know
how much he practices, so I respect that
[laughs]. These songs are so different, and
['m like a new person after the fiasco with
my voice; | felt like these songs would be best
served with a drummer. That was part of what
[ heard in my head. I wanted to write these
songs and record them really gquickly as a
warm-up for an album in the next six months.

I'm glad that you mentioned that, because
if | have one minor complaint, it's thatl am
frustrated by EPs. | feel deprived. Five
songs are simply not enough, and after a
teaser such as (heart-shot), | want more.
So are there plans to include these five
songs on the full-length album?

How we envisioned this whole thing is that
they were made very low-budget and quickly
in the studio, and we're hoping to do three
maore of these EPs and then pick the best 10
or 12 songs and record from that and record
a full-length album. Having said that, I'm
already really tired of these songs. But I
think it's safe to say that we'll include the
best of these and probably a few others that

won't have been recorded yet

recogr

;in furthering ih

rLE

Blondie stretches out to other
genres, but you can still recall
the ald familiar sound on a few
songs. From Sanctuary Rec-
ords (www.sanctuaryrecords
group.com). For mare info;
www.blondie.net. —AR

Craig Linder

Blue Serenity

Craig Linder's soul-massaging
style of instrumental piano
b‘!ue provides soothing ambience
wiTs for stress relief, massage,
& meditation, yoga, or body-
caaey levealon  WOTk, Blue Serenity was

-

created as an antidote to the
stresses of everyday life, and its piano melodies tap
into the listener's inner resonance to help dissipate
tension, almost like a "mental massage” The CD's pro-
gram of 16 sola piano tracks was designed to last G0
minutes to support many healing modalities. From Agua-
Horse Records. More info; www.craiglinder.com. —TC

Eliane Elias

Oreamer

This N-track collection comprises rarely performed
tunes from the American songbook, rapturous Brazilian
tinssa novas, and new originals from Elias. From the
opening track, “Call Me," to the final number, Burt —
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I our family is what you want it to be.

Your mortgage is what you need it to be.
At Chase, we understand both.

FLEXIBLE MORTGAGE PROGRAMS

Chase Home Finance

When you find your dream home and it's time for
financing, let Chase Home Finance be your guide.

Whether you're buying alone or with a partner,
you can feel comfortable.

A mortgage specialist will work with you to meet
your needs every step of the way, from application
to closing.

Call Moe today for all of your home financing needs.

1800 West Loop South, Suite 1950

Houston, Texas 77027

Assistant Vice President

THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHINGY

713/968-8727 i mataR

”

B Wil Rolicn, Nt A products am aviiabis o sl
Chase & Co, Al dghts ressrved

Great Large 2-story house. Impressive entry
onto walled garden with fountain. Spacious
fitled and stone column porch. 2 - 2 1/2
masonry, all luxury features, 1700 sq ft +
Close-in location in established neighbor-
hood. Off street parking, greof cty and
mountain views. $133,000.

ART
GALLERY

INTERIOR
DESIGN

Friday - May 7th - 69 PM
S.N.A.P Benefit Art Show

This night only 20% of all sales will be donated to the
Spay & Neuter Assistance Program of Houston

Gallery Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10am-6pm * Saturday 10am-3pm

F13.520.1085 |www.sippora

]

.com |- 234 west
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Do You Know Aric & Chip?

if you're buying or selling

REAL ESTATE
you should!

Chip Byas
Prudential Gary Greene

713.412. 5996

Aric Cousin
Neider Mortgage
713.876.5203

Happy
Mother's Day

Family Chiropractic
Montrose Styie
(*Pets too)

festheimer @ Taft = T13.627.WELL ™S
doctors.com « www.docjackie.com
“vet referral required

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY

» Certified IMAGO Relationship Therapist
* Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
* Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor
* 22 Years Counseling Expenience

DENISE O'DOHERTY
] / 3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 810 » HOUSTON, 77098

- (713) 524-9525

Robert

Snelligrove

Imsw-acp
Counselor - Psychotherapist

113.522.7014
www.robertsnellgrove.com

4200 MONTROSE SUITE 540

GrooveOut Shorts 2750
Bacharach’s “A House Is Not
a Home," Oreamer captures
Elias in a musical setting that
is elegant, sophisticated,
sensual, and romantic. From
Bluehird (www.bluebird
8 jazz.com). For more info:
www elianeelias.com, —Suzie Lynde

Stephanie Cooke
Everything

With her debut album,
Stephanie Cooke brings the
warmth, depth, and beauty of
R&B to lush, jazzy, sophisti-
cated club tracks created for
her by some of the best pro-
ducers in the business. Every-
thing may very well be exactly that to those who like
their club tracks to pump with a little heart. From King
Street Sounds (www.kingstreetsounds.com). —

Banco de Gaia
You Are Here

— e

To say that Banco de Gaia is
politically motivated is some-
what of an understatement.
- Sure, there are undertones of
producer Toby Marks's frus-
{ration with the erosion of civil
liberties around the world and
the increasing presence of Big Brother all around in
places where it has no business, but there is samething
here that exists even beyond that. Over the past few
years, Marks has had to fight for the rights to his earlier
albums with an older record label, a battle that will
chip away at the enamel of any artist in the
disheartening reality that music is money and that
lawyers have more of a say sometimes than do
musicians. The fact that Marks had to endure this over
the years, though finally winning the battle, prompted
the floodgates to open when he finally had room to
experiment again musically. What resulted is a moving
collection of instrumental tracks that center on world-
beat themes but still introduce enough newer elements
to keep it fresh. This helps it so that you don't feel like
you're in the jungle while listening, but you can maybe
still kind of see the jungle. From Six Degrees Records
(www.sixdegreesrecords.com). =LW

Horacio Ravera
Tango Praject Val. 1

Tango
Project

Native Argentinean tenor
Horacio Ravera is a critically
acclaimed, world-renowned
tango interpreter. He brings
the tango to the forefront of
romantic music, Often con-
sidered the dance of passion,
it is also one of the-most beautiful and romantic forms
of song. The dise includes classic tango numbers such
as Sentimienta Gaucho and La Cumparsita. The sexy
syncapations of tango can be heard on this enhanced
CD that has two new tangos and three DVD-videos.

From Caliente Records/ Pimienta Records (www.caliente-
music.com, www.pimientarecords.com). —AR

Broadway Cast Recording

The Tf:mg .‘Ibnut Men

Based on the European film
Men by Daris Dirrie, The Thing
About Men tells the story of an
advertising executive who will
stop at nothing in an outrageous
attempt to win back his wife's
affections. Stars Tony-nominee
Marc Kudisch (Thoroughly Modern Millie). From DRG
Records (www.drgrecords.com). —SL

Jack Donahue

Strange Weather

His voice glowing with warmth
and sensuality, Jack Donahue
is an elegant, jazz-inspired
crooner who was recently called
“one of the most entertaining
and engaging young singers
around” by The New Yark Daily
News. Strange Weather features new interpretations of
lassic songs mixed with works by more contemporary
writers. From PS Classics (www.psclassics.com). —TC

Patty Griffin
Impossible Dream
Impossible Dream 15 a world of
great emotional and social
turmoil, a world in which Patty
o Griffin's “Truth #2" became—for
B o i . her friends the Dixie Chicks—the
lt song that spoke most clearly
‘fﬂ & about what it's like to be
vensored. Griffin doesn't write protest music, but songs
ike “Don't Come Easy” and "Cold as It Gets" come straight
ut of a way of seeing the world with politicized eyes.
From ATD Records (www.atorecords.com). More info:
www.pattygriffin.com. =TC

Various Artists

Lullaby: A Windham Hill Collection

This double-CD features quiet
vocal performances on one
CD, while the other contains
soothing instrumentals. Carly
Simon, Sinéad 0'Connor, Amy
Sky, and Phil Coulter join
Windham Hill favorites to create
almost two hums of easy listening. Fram Windham Hill
(www.windham.com), —=5L

(

Lunpany

Little Richard

Get Down With It: The Dkeh Sessions

The “architect of rock and roll”
exploded into the American con-
sciousness in the mid-"50s and
continues to make his mark on
missic history entertaining fans
warldwide with his unique blend
of music and a hard-to-match
energy. The dynamic sound of these previously unreleased
tracks along with old favorites embodies his musical in-

fluences. Excellent arrangements make this a superb
album. It's no wonder Little Richard continues to be an
active performer and music icon. From Legacy
(www.legacyrecords,com). More info: www.rhythmand
soul.net or www.sonymusic.com. —AR

MUSIC BVD Luther Vandross

From Luther With Love: The Videos

In his 1998 appearance at
Roden Houston In our then-
beloved Astrodome, Luther
Vandross emerged from
behind the curtains next to
the stage engulfed in
thunderous applause. With-
out saying & word, he and
his band, along with a full
complement of backup sing-
ers, launched into a flurry of his emotionally sanctioned
ladykiller ballads before he ever bothered to address
the crowd. When he finally did begin to speak, that
smooth, velvet voice we'd heard coming from the
speakers was gone, replaced by a weak, hoarse voice
that could barely sound out the words "How y'all doin'?"
As the crowd continued to applaud in an understandably
confused manner, Luther threw his arms up into the
air, erupted into laughter, and again began to speak in
his ardinary warm, rich tone, confessing “Ah, I'm just
playing with y'all!" The crowd roared back even louder
than before, thus setting the stage for an hour and a
half's worth of concentrated intimacy with the man.
Luther Vandross has made a career out of making men
cry and making women hot, and there is no better
example of this than his collected visual works. This
DVD features 15 of his best-known videos, focusing on
no era in particular, instead encompassing his lengthy
and prolific career, It is well worth a look and a listen;
Just watch out for him trying to play tricks on you-
he's got the voice to do it. From Epic/Legacy (www
‘epicrecords or www.legacyrecordings.com), —LW

MUSIC DVD The Doobie Brothers
Rockin® Bown ma Highway: The Wildiife Concert
] When the Doohie Brothers
hired a young Michael
McDonald to help fill the spot
of vocalist/guitarist Tom
Johnston on tour in 1875,
they knew they were getting
a talented young musician in
the deal. What they didn't
know was that they were
acquiring someone who was
umg m rehmsh 111& veneer of their music and produce
a hit song for them in his first year. This OVD collection
recounts that exchange as well as numerous other
anecdotes about the band through the years, focusing
on 1986's sole union of their three vocalists onstage at
a benefit coneert for the Wildlife Conservation Society,
Despite their age, the band is in great farm. Most of
the sessions are a little rehearsed—not so much coming
across like concert footage as it does a studio
performance, but it is further proof that age has little
to do with ability and that rock 'n’ roll is still thicker
than blood (no, none of them are actually brothers).
From Legacy (www.legacyrecordings.com). —LW Il

SWILLEY-HUDSON

J.D. Builders
New Construc 1
1323 West 2 ?3rd Street -

New Listing

826 & 828 Wendel - $199,900
Woodland Heights
Brick Duplex - 1,800 Square Feet

LIMITED

glroman@sbcglobal.net
FREE APPRAISAL




ReadQut

by Thomas Blanton

HIS BIG FAT QUEER SEX BOOK

Michael Thomas Ford talks about his latest nonfiction endeavor

t isn't often that one is granted the

opportunily to interview one's favorife

writer: in this case Lambda Literary
Award-winning essayist Michael Thomas
Ford. Of course, it isn't every day that said
author of almost 50 titles, including the best-
selling "My Queer Life” series, pens the
definitive (and fully illustrated) Ultimate
Gay Sex. Suppressing the nervous giggles
that crop up whenever I'm faced with ce-
lebrity, I called up Ford to discuss his latest
work.

Thomas Blanton: What inspired you to
write Ultimate Gay Sex?

Michael Thomas Ford: [Laughing]You want
the real answer?

Whichever answer you feel like giving.

It wasn't a project I had come up with. [DK
Publishing] had contacted the Advecate
offices, hecause they were looking for the
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person who had written the “Sex-
pert” column, and [ was one of the peo-
ple who had written that. And coinci-

dentally, I had also been on their list of

people they had wanted to approach. They

just didn't realize I was the same person.

That's a good coincidence. What was
different about this project than the other
nonfiction you've produced over the years?
The only thing that was different is that this
book is largely focused around the photo-
graphs. Whenever you're dealing with a
photo-illustrated book, a lot of the text ends
up having to be worked around what photos
you can get.

And you got some really good photos.
Yeah, I was pleased! It's so strange—when
you're working on it, you see it in bits and
pieces, so it never quite looks like how it's
going to in real life.

H”TJI(-
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M, haey T
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But you were
pleased with the final

outcome?

| was actually more pleased than I thought
I would be, As a writer, you always kind of
set yourself up for disappointment with the
way things are going to look, but we were
all very excited about how the whole project
turned out.

What was the biggest challenge in writing
this book?

The biggest challenge was procedural. There
were so many different people involved in
it. Normally there's just yourself and the
editor, but in this case, it had to be approved
by editors in various countries for content
and tone. So that's always difficult, when
vou have to keep that sort of thing in mind

when you're writing. You don't have quite
18 much free range as vou do when it's just
FOUTS.

What about this project gave you the most
satisfaction?

[t was really nice to be able to produce a
book about sex for gay men that took a
different tone to the subject matter. It's not
a medical approach, and it’s not an overly
sexualized approach. I think that this is the
first book that actually looks at the way
people really have sex, rather than the way
they wish they did, or the way it's portrayed
n porn movies or the media.

What main message would you like to get
across to your readers?

There are a couple of messages in this book.
One of them is that sex is not the most
important thing in your life, At the same

| think that this is the first book
that actually looks at the way
people really have sex, rather than

| believe it was in That's Mr. Faggot to You
[the second book in the “My Queer Life”
series] that you said that you don't like
interviews, but | have to say, you give very
good sound bites.

You eaught me on a good day.

Good! That makes me happy. What can we
expect from you next?

In August, my next novel comes out, and
then the paperback of Last Summer [Ford's
first full-length novell. Right now I'm
working on a young-adult novel that has gay
themes, That's going to be a lot of fun,
because it's the first one I'll have done.

Do we know what's going to happen with
Queering the Path [a book for gay
pagans]?

That is coming out in 2005. In fact, as soon
as I finish the young-adult novel, I have to
start on that, [laughing] because
it’s overdue. But yeah, I'm really
excited about that. It's going to be
interesting to see what the reader
reaction will be to that book. You
know, with all these books, even

ﬂlE Wﬂy ﬂ'!Ey WiSh they did, or the with my first young-adult

way it's portrayed in porn movies

or the media.

ime, you should be very aware of the role it
:an play in your life. Approach your sex life
18 something that can bring you enormous
oy and enormous pleasure, and help you
xprese yoursell as a person, without it
being an obsession or becoming all

*ncompassing

How do you think people who know you
through your “Queer Life" series, or some
of the books you've written for a young-
adult audience, will react to Ultimate Gay
Sex?

think the reason that my books are popular
s because 'm addressing issues that actual
people face, you know? I don't write about
v for an idealized gay community. 1 write
about what [ like to think of as the majority
of the gay community, And I've always done
that, and I think that's why the “Queer Life”
books have been popular, because I was
writing about things that everyday people
were going through. That was the approach
[ took with this sex book. These are real
people deing real things. They're not porn
stars. They're not in the movies, They're not
fictitious characters. What are the real
ssues that they're going to face? So I think
people who like the approach I've taken in
ny other books will like the approach ['ve
taken in this one.

nonfiction, I honestly believed
that there were real people out
there who wanted information,
and who wanted to see their lives
represented. And too often with
books for gay readers, it's the idealized
version. It's like, “How to Have the Perfect
Body,” “How to Find the Perfect Boyfriend.”
That'’s not real life. So I've always wanted
to write books that address real issues
and real people. Even in the fiction, I think
my fiction i1s about actual people. With
Queering the Path, 1 want to address
conerete spiritual issues that I think a lot
of gay men have. And I'm hoping that's what
that book will do.

Any closing thoughts?

The main focus of everything that I do is
writing about what our lives are really like.
What I want people to take away from and
enjoy about my work is that they're reading
about themselves and seeing their own
experiences reflected. If I can be the person
who writes about what our lives are like in
this place and time, then thats all T really
want to do. And if people get something out
of that, that's fantastic.

Ultimate Gay Sex, published by DK
Publishing, Ine., is available in bookstores now.
For a full-length transeript of this inierview,
including Ford's take on his Lambda Literary
nominations, friendly conversations with
conservative religious leaders, and vomiting
Labradors, please visit OutSmart's website at
b!'.'e'H'.UHf.'-.'.'.'.':’JJ"fr.'.':r,i{;.'::rh'_r'rlm.

ReadOut Shorts

Whisker of Evil: A Mrs. Murphy Mystery
Rita Mae Brown and Sneaky Pie Brown
Bantam Books

RITA MAE

Calling all mystery lovers,
it's time to curl up on the
veranda, sip a mint julep,
and settle into the 12th
serving of the popular Mrs.
Murphy mystery series
written, of course, by none
other than our own Rita
Mae Brown and her faith-
ful feline co-author,
Sneaky Pie Brown. This
lighthearted romp takes us deep into the world of
Crozet, a small farm town in Virginia. Mrs. Murphy's
owner, Postmistress Mary “Harry" Haristeen stumbles
across the dead body of local horse breeder Barry
Monteith, and the close-knit team of human and four-
legged sleuths’ spring into action. Unraveling the de-
tails of the murder opens the door to a number of
other unsolved mysteries that keep Mrs. Murphy et.al,
wondering until the exeiting climax when the killer is
discovered with a bang. Truth be told, Rita and Sneaky
have a knack for writing a decent mystery. Faithful
readers certainly won't be disappointed and will most
assuredly enjoy the winding story, peppered with so-
cial commentary, religious and political observations,
as well as a few pithy descriptions of the genteel South-
e life. Kudos to Rita and Sneaky Pie for yet another
delightful caper. —Colleen R. Logan

Whisker
of Evil

Luna

Julie Ann Peters

Little, Brown and Company

Luna takes the trans-gen-
der issue and all of its dy-
namics and delivers it to us
in a warm and understand-
able way. Regan (Liam,
aka Luna's sister) is the
narrator of the story, and it
is through her eyes that we
are able to look into Liam/
Luna's world. The complex
understanding and accep-
tance that Regan has warked into over the years is
heartwarming and a true triumph for the human soul.
That does not mean that she or Luna is invincible to
society's hiases and fears around transgender issues.
Luna faces all of the same issues that a gay or lesbian
person faces plus the added realization that she was
born with the wrong body. Like Chris Bohjalian's Trans-
sister Radio, Julie Anne Peters enables the reader to
become & part of the journey, thus creating a level of
understanding and compassion. Lunais an inspiring read,
and the reader becomes educated about many issues
they would not have thought of while engaged in the
pleasure and pain of Luna’s story. It is a must read and
will create greater understanding and tolerance of
transgender issues both within and outside the GLBT
community. —Alexsys Coleman IR
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Outloud

by Sally Sheklow

THE LADY OR THE CAT . . .

or the chair—the bigots’ gay-marriage stance gets loonier

oes that mean you have to allow a
man to marry his pet or a man to
marry his chair?”
—Jon Bruning, Nebraska attorney general,
responding to the Massachusetts State Su-
preme Court decigsion on marriage equality

Does removing legal barriers to spouses
of the same sex really put us on a
n‘iippvr‘; slope to pet and chair mar-
riage? Don't get me wrong: I'm as
fond of a slippery slope as the next
dyke. But I den’t buy marriage
equality being the slip 'n’ slide to hell.

Still, I could see marrying my cat. We
have a fulfilling, egalitarian relationship,
even though I'm a lot older and have oppos-
able thumbs. I adore her, and the feeling is
mutual. She cuddles me. She touches her
nose to mine. She leaves her regurgitated
kibble exactly where my foot will land when
I step out of bed. The cat is into me.

[ wouldn't have a problem with marrying
my chair either. My favorite chair never lets
me down. It's accommodating yet inde-
pendent enough to stand on its own four
legs. My chair has comforted and sustained
me through many a trying time. It
unselfishly shares its collected spare change
and popcorn kernels. My chair accepts me

My favorite chair is accommodating yet inde-
pendent enough to stand on its own four legs.

for richer or poorer, in sickness and in
health, good times and bad, happy and sad.
I trust my chair will support and honor me
as long as we both shall live.

If the slippery slope leads to chair
marrying, go ahead and sign me up. Not that

the chair is eligible for much in the way of

retirement benefits or social security, or that
a floral recliner would be especially

judicious if it ever had to oversee my estate.
But were I to wind up in the emergency
room, say, [ wouldn’t mind opening my eves
to the soothing sight of my beloved chair.

If we are on a slippery slope for real, and
marriage equality is really a crazy wild ride
into chaos and eventually polygamy—as
consgtitutional amendment supporters
predict—] can state unequivocally,
I would be willing to marry both my
cat and my chair,

If it comes down to the law
allowing me to marry the woman
I've been sharing a bed with for 16 years
and jump the broom with my cat (shes a
good jumper!) and get hitched to my chair
(it's stable!), I'm certain my cat and my chair
would be fine with that. All three objects of
my affection accept my multiple devotion,
and they are only rarely just a teensy bit
jealous when one gets more attention than
the other (except my chair—never jealous!).

BarBer & Pi, L.L.P.

ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS AT Law

CHRISTOPHER BARBER, J.D.

— Procrastinate Later; The Time to Plan is NOW! —

You and your partner are strangers under the law. In the event of
a disability, break-up, or death, do you know what your rights are?
Ism't it time for you to provide your family with legal protections &
peace of mind? Call now for a no obligation consultation

281-464-LAWS

Estate Planning * Wills, Trusts & Probate + Living Will
Asset Protection * Durable Power of Attorney
Medical Power of Attorney ¢ Guardianship
Disability/Special Needs Planning *+ Elder Law
Medicaid Planning ¢ Nursing Home lssues

Not Certifisd by the Texas Board of Legasl Spacialization

(5297)

KAM'S Fine Chings

“Best Chinese"

Outsmart Magazine
AOL City Guide
Houston Press
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“Rated Excellent"

Houston Business Journal
Houston Chronicle
Zagat Survey

Kenneth W. Lester D.C.

Injunes

Personal
Injuries

So what's the hullabaloo?

Homos aren't all that scary anymore.
Years of exposure from the likes of Ellen and
the Queer Eye guys and all of us coming out
have made an impact. These days most
people tend to like us. Regular folks aren't
feeling threatened the way they did back
when they believed we were recruiting their
children and doing all the other icky things
the right-wing zealots said in the voters’
pamphlet.

Apparently marriage between loving
same-gex partners doesn't engender enough
panic in the publie. To get folks seriously
lathered up, now the bigots have to throw
in the cat, too (she doesn't like being
thrown), and the poor chair. As if marrying
a pet or a chair is some deep-seated night-
mare—the looming terror people will do
anything to avoid, even vote to amend the
constitution. A cat in a bridal veil. A chair
in a tux. Ooooh! The new Axis of Evil.

Did we think we'd ever see the day when
affection for pets and chairs would rattle the
public cage more than two sissyfaggots or
two bulldaggers dropping out of the
patriarchal paradigm to make it with each
other? We have come a long way, baby!

Sally Sheklow lives in Eugene with her wife,
her cat, and her favorite chair.
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‘ Dignity

HOUSTON
GLBT Catholics

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
1974 - 2004

Every Saturday @ 7:30 pm
MASS AND SDL[AL HOUR

Sunday, May 2 @ 5 pm
AFTERNOON MASS

Sunday, May 16 @ 11 am
SUNDAY BRUNCH

Sunday, May 16 @ 5 pm
AFTERNOON MASS

Coming Soon:
MEMORIAL DAY PICNIC
PRIDE WEEKEND MASS/SOCIAL

www.dignityhouston.org * DHNews@ evl.net
SERVING THE HOUSTON GLET COMMUNITY SINCE 1974

SPECTACLES ON MONTROSE _.

4317 MONTROSE BLVD - 713.529.3937
EYE EXAMS - CONTACTS - EYEWEAR

Investment Retirement | Education IgETslslisls!

Bill Green, cFr
Sandy White, crp, crs
Gary Brownfield, mea
‘ Mike Ryan, mea

ge MoneySmartcom
= GREENVYHITTE

ting people make smart choices . g_! e co
oul money for over 25 years."

CAP s negisierod iraden of the HOUQION l"' ’b N LOOD W, Suite 1030 = 713.869.1144

Tanred of Cerufied Fanancidl Planners NPCH Wi m Tl

[ Netoork, Meriher NANIVST

Call For An Appointment -
FREE

713.523.9683 SN

Celebrating Ovar 20 Yaars 01 Excellance » Spacializing In Unigue Portraits

Ask About Our Club Plan « Offar valid through May 31, 2004

“Family Portraits" Pets Children’'s Parties
Graduations Special Occastons Passport Photos
Holy Unions Weddings mmigration Photos
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OF DEEP MEXICO
RIGHT IN THE
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2409 MONTROSE AT HYDE PARK
713-529-8559

www.nocherestauranthouston.com
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DineQut

by Tim Brookover

BACK TO PICO’S

A Mexican-food favorite opens a second location

or a few years in the early '90s, Pico’s
Mex-Mex restaurant hosted an event
that raised funds for Bodv Positive,

the HIV service organization. The event,

Vivo ¥ Positivo, took ;I.I',u(x around Cinco

de 3\1.(-;-'- 1 E 12 across the }'_:'l-'_lll:‘]:l
that surrounded Pico’s then-open location
on Kirby Drive. The final year for Vivo y
Positivo featured entertainment from

H.l-"-L-l*-ﬂ ,'.|||| \-lt X1C0,
I

astounding Oaxacan big band, and

brewing of what was billed as the wo
largest margarita

Pico's Kirby location—a popular stop for

the close-by Montrose community

tered later that year. Restaurant owr

Arnaldo and Janice Richards then concen-

trated on the original Pico's location on

Bellaire, opened 20 years ago this year. (Full
diselosure: For a couple of vears in the last
decade, 1 worked for the public relations
agency emploved by Pico's. | also attended
high school with Janice, who is operating
manager for the restaurant.)

In March, the Richardses marked two
decades in business by opening a new second
location on the Katy Freeway near the
Memorial City mall, The setting—perched
at the edge of a vast parking lot, hard by a
Loehman’s and other sundry retailers
seems less than auspicious. Inside, ocher
walls, Mexican genre-scene prints, and
colorful Talavera platiers create a pleasant
dining space

The foed iz as remarkable as always,
which, to borrow from the Martha Stewart
lexicon, is a very good thing. A native of
Mexico City reared in Monterey, Arnaldo
Richards runs a kitchen that cooks some of
the best Mexican food in the city. Unex-

' — —
Mexico way: At Pico's,

Arnaldo Richards also serves
breakfast on weekends.

pectedly rich flavors distinguish even the
standards, including enchiladas and fajitas.
More complex dishes like Chiles en Nogada
a roasted poblano pepper stuffed with pork,
olives, almonds, and raisins in a walnut
cream sauce and sprinkled with pomegran-
relation. The chicken

nancher

ate seeds) rer
mole and the

ol meals and

laz [& -y R
mieles (a melange

vegetables in a thick sauce)
re two of my favorite comfort-food items.

A recent visit to the new Pico's confirmed

that Richards’ kitchen turns out terrific
grilled steaks. My partner Albert and I split
a comically big Cowboy Steak special.
Cooked medium rare, the 24-ounce sirloin
slab had great flavor and arrived on a bed
of grilled onions, poblanes, and roasted

potatoes. Though not as heroically sized,

other steaks are just as exceptional

The new Katy Freeway location being
more convenient to our Heights home than
Bellaire, T expect we will be enjoying Pico's
as much as [ did when I used to frequent

the Kirby spot (Richards will soon apen a

r Land location). A minor noise
advisory: An abundance of hard surfaces—
tile floor, wood tables and chairs—does
amplify typical restaurant noises, from the
fussy toddler at the next table to the gang
of boisterous work mates L'|Is'c‘r'il'|}’_ the end
of the day over margaritas. In other words,
this mav not be the venue for your intimate
date with that tender someone. But Pico’s
is the perfect spot for amazing Mexican food.

Pico's Mex Mex « 9401 Katy Fwy., 713/
461-5161 » 5941 Bellaire Blvd., 713/662-
8383 » www.picos.net

Tim Brookover opined on LaStrada in our
December issue

thesite.Om

INSTANT
INTERNET
PRESENCE

* Self-managed
* Sophisticated
* Dynamic

* Easy

* Fast

In less than 48 hours!

www.RENTthesite.com

877-839-5121

Mon - Thur  11am - 10 pm
Friday 11am - Midnight

Saturday Noon - Midnight
Sunday Noon - 10 pm

-4 ¢
Mw\.w'-)t,ma

RES Al ANT

IT’S PATIO
WEATHER

COME ENJOY QUR BeAUTIFUL PATIO!
OVYER 50 TeEQUILAS

GREAT MARGARITAS —
HANDSHANKEN

10% OFF FOOD BILL

[sXCLUDES ALCOHOL]

HOLSTON’S HOTTEST
AUTHeENTIC MeXI1CAN CLiSINE
[ W N 8 T BN 1%

TILA’S
< TUESDAY
$2 TEA

$2 Ritas
S 2 Vodtinis
§2 Appetizers

Happy Hoor MFapan. - 7 pom
Open Late To Welcome
Yo Night Ohwls!
Mexice City Continental Cuisine
Diming, Petio Seatfwg Private iving Room

1111 8. 5§ ERD
HOUSTON, STT019
713-522-7654

argaritas
with fresh

—

Out and Out Fabulous
wa “of course...’:

We'll raise the standard with fabulous food served with imagination and style,
whether you're doing box lunches for the office, a cocktail reception or seated dinner.

Call Harold Kelly at of course catering and watch your reputation improve
713-526-1800

www.ofcourseonline.com
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Hall, 1703 Heights Blvd. at 17th St For reservations:  noon-7 pmat the In
713/868-1444 town San Antonio. For

21 & 22 (Fri & 5at)
MNot in Your Freezer Sectlon
o not come with a fr

o Rl easy-living modernism

ng Opera Pops [Eggl unique urban lofts s distinctive design
nZen ol and a creamy JII'!' 9-11 (7 1) modern & luxurious & affordable living

tdoor evening of G ting the LDVE You Want, F -

ice cream cemten no sin Its an ©

fantastic opera music performed by the mast

L] L]

E E L _ g _ e L INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENTLISTING: voices of the Houston Grand Opera St
j E & K i o } i .\Il -il. H g ' a Fﬁw ”n-e! ﬂ‘ in‘ﬂ Ubom your event; :',l?ll—k?'_,a bottle of wine,and EF_::_IE mu
|l = : : = ol : date/time; cost; location/address; or- soul. Free. 8:30 pm at Miller Qutdeer |
ganization name; AND two phone
numbers—one for OutSmart to reach
you for questions and one far QuiSmart
readers to get more info on your event. Wwomen's inter
Mail info te: OutSmart Magazine, passions and ob

erful young 2 al workerand

. Pack a

Dally |an -Fr
HIV Testing. HC

22 & 23 (53t & Sun)
Gotta Get It a series of films from the MadCat
takes a look at the
day life. Keepran eye

tienal restival

sessions of ever

3406 Audubon Place, Heuston 77004, apen for those poor, frustrated souls who §
Faxinfoto:713/522-3275. BEmailinfo amples at the grocery store, all
to: calendar@outsmartmagozine.com. maintain a "IF‘I‘ru- demeanor under
4157 or 7131873 NO LISTINGS CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER and relentless grocery M. July 23-28 (Fr S
Daily THE DEADLINE DATE-TUE., MAY 11. The FEDS. (Food Educat DiverseWorks Retreat & Creative Capltal Pro-

HIV Testing. The

s‘.-'_gg_i.'ré p.c-" rrnin
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GrayHomETEAM.COM

713.298.1481

e AT i T = sedielpnin =2 PERFORMING ARTS |
g R A N o I i i uiroe T S MDGi.net

farnily

The St. anrence String Quartet
and Sarah F‘lothenberg i

PI.ANNIHG AHEAD
ey ———

June 5 ¢
Fairie God(ather Day I—Ff ye,

t's true. The most enjoyable Tony i 2 Wizard of Oz, The Boy From Oz, Bombay
entertainment busine e . Dreams (Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musical
the last name “Danza.” The Tony with inspired by the massive Bollywood enter-

“Awards” at the end is the one everybody ' tainment machine), new plays like I Am My g
loves to se ’ Own Wife and The Retreat From Moscow, | host events, create __reé;n-'

Hugh “Wolverine” Jackman hosts the canonical classics like Fiddler on the Roof, ti
58th Annual Antoinette Perry “Tony” and neo-classics like Little Shop of Horrors. | ERG L bl gaels ",
Awards for the second time. Jackman's - 3 Y Great actors like John Lithgow, emcee Hugh i it Godfat!

adway debut in The Boy From Oz has S 9 Jackman, Nathan Lane, Ashley Judd, and | FOr InforwvIaen “;:;“ F
won him quite a bit of acclaim for his role ixie Carter have all tread the boards of the Urban Mix 11 City [
as Peter Allen, the openly gay Oscar- . Great White Way. Who will win? what their mam
winning singer-songwriter ex-husband of § See the winners, the glitz, and the les :
Liza Minnelli, who preferred entertaining glamour, on the big screen Alamo 8 pm at Miller Outdoor Theatre, 100 Concert Dr. in
over activism. Also look out for Jackman's Drafthouse. You might remember the Hermann Park.

T B = 3 Hugh Jackman : pad g June 10-13 (Th
next .I|lm. Van Helsing, about a IIL']j['I_‘ r_]'r‘ait.hruﬁe l’_]eld a chienmg pal‘t}:‘ for 1-h'l+ B roia Boldife Bestival. ¢
vampire hunter armed to the teeth with What: The 2004 Tony Awards 5 s, which benefited the Linda K. R e
vampire-slaying gizmos, scheduled for When: 7-10 p.m., Sunday, June 6 ational foads wat
release this month. Where: KHOU, channel 11; Ovarian Cancer Coalition. Watch the | naybe take

The tension builds this month as Alamo Drafthouse, West Oaks Mall theater event of the year on the big screen dvance/$10
nominees are announced May 10. Who will Info: www.tonyawards.com or while waitstaff bring you all the food and ¥4 for child
make the list? The season had so much to www.alamodrafthouse.com, drink you desire. It’s almost better than ot T iy S
offer. There's WICKED, the pre-qual to The 281/556-0204

Dc-'.'.fcrg"' he mosquito repe

ch enterta thelr-thing, ar B dered & wnnl L al CoOmedy ever / ¥ ’ [ 1 S

ar

t drawing fre
Plautus. The Al

he great ancient

e

4 Thursd Theatre R

11 pm, and Sunday  the story of romanc

being there. —Eric A.T. Dieckman



What: Hedwig and
the Angry Inch
When: May 7-30, Fri.,
Sat., & Sun. at 7 p.m
Where: Fitzgerald's,
2706 White Oak
How much? Fri. &
Sat., $20; Sun,, $16
Info: 713/862-3838,
www.fitzlive.com,
www.hedwighouston.com

ene plains to her ma
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& Beuuty and the Beast.
liry tale i

ee thro

HALF THE MAN
SHE USED TO BE

he of-B

inspired a cult film and following and helped revive

wadway sensation Hedwig and the Angry Inch
‘s fascination with glam-rock (alongside
Velvet Goldmine). The stary tells the tale
of Hansel Schmidty, an East Berliner looki

pop cultur
another glam-pie,
to eseape the
Hansel decides to undergo gender-change surgery,
marry American Gl Luther Robinson, and flee to the U.S.
gery is butchered, but Hans
becoming Hedwig Robinson, with an i
intact. After her GI1 hubby
Hedwig decides to pick herself up, dust he

Soviet bloe,

2] still suceeeds in

1 of manhood still
ailer park,
sell off, and
reinvent hersell vet again, as a rock star. * Her new bean,
Tommy Spec,
becomes the stadium-filling rock sensation Tommy Gnosis.

IEIILI*IIIIH IH"I' na

has similar dreams, steals her songs, and
Still ambitionus—and spiteful—Hedwig forms he

The Angry Inch. They hit every city Tommy (

performing in shabby little venues. Finally, Ell-tiwu, gets to
sing her side of the story.

he dazzling film version of Hedwig returns for one

weekend only, as part of Landmark River Daks’ kitsch-
fest of a midnight movie series. The cast of the play infiltrates
the theater Friday to make the experience all the more
glamtastically punkalicious. Friday and Saturday night, May
21 and 22, midnight, at Landmark River Oaks Theatre, 2009
W. Gray. For more information, call 713/866-8881 or visil
www.landmarktheatres.com. —ED

RADIO

4 After Hours. Saturcay

fQueerVnices,-'-' indays, 8-10 pm, Features, news

ART/PHOTOGRAPHY

0 Chocolate:The Exh:bn hocol

IO 194619 or waw.hmne rg.
0 Bugs an-d Bu‘rterﬁ.ies A Rainforeﬂﬁdventum The

g dirty he, Bugs don't SiNg

or meets pre
At the Hous

ann Circle

Fa rermake

e Orange —

CONVENIENTLY
SCHEDULED

WM CAHA

ust a few days after Mother’s Day, this

pop operetta opens. Vince's father
walked out on both him and his mother
when he was only six years old. Left to
themselves, the mother and son grew
hitter and apart. After 20 years of the
silent freatment, Vince finally finds
ove—with another man—and decides he
nust come out to his mother and restore
cheir relationship. —ED

What: Convenience
When: May 12-June 6
Where: Stages, 3201 Allen Pkwy
How much? $520-535
Info: 713/527-0128,

www.stagestheatre.com

PRIDE ON
42nNDp STREET

IOAN MARGLT

he Broadway legend that defined
musical comedy, 42nd Street, is en-
roate to Bagby Street. The star-is-born
tale brought us scores of memorable show
tunes—"Lullaby of Broadway,” “We're in
the Money,” and “Shuffle off to Buffalo,”

10 name a few. * Cast member Dexter
Jones (pictured, center) lives just as loud
and proud as he sings. Jones has been in
a number of productions, on and off
Broadway. His impressive list of credits
includes A Chorus Line, TV's One Life to
Live, and Bojangles starring Gregory
Hines. Michael Jackson fans might also
recognize him from Jackson’s “You Rock
My World” video, —ED

What: 42nd Street
When: May 12-23
Where: Hobby Center, 800 Baghy
How much? 523-564
Info: 713/629-7469
www.broadwayacrossamerica.com

Work Injuries
Sports Injuries

ART KELLER, DC.

Auto Accidents
Acupuncture

Impairment Ratings

713.781.3344

CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

3033 Chimney Rock at

Richmon

Suite 440 J

Daniel Garces

Center for Healthy Sexuality

Treatment of:
* Intimacy & Relationship Issues
* Obsessive Compulsive Disorders
= Sexual Addictions
* Internet Addictions

* Depression/Anxiety Disorders

* Court Assesment & Evaluations

* Sex Offender Treatment

713.785.7111

Barbara S. Levinson Ph.D., RN, LMFT

Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

Cerlified Sex Therapist Diplomate
Certified Sex Addiction Therapist Supervisor
2400 Augusta Dr. = Suite 120 » Houston TX 77057

Counselor/Consultant

Voted “Best Therapist”

OutSmart Magazine 2000, 2001 and 2002

Readers Choice Awards

Free Phone Consultation

713.526.8390

www.dansmnd.net
Dan77006@yahoo.com

Helping GJ\ s/ Lesbians with
Business & Tax Problems
& Inheritance Tax [v«uc

Verving Hou

g iston &

PRW
CPA

= Paul R, Wasserloos

N Certified Public Accountant

= -: Business Consuftant

i 713.526.4760 Houston
409.939.6922 Gaiveston
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Financial Services, Inc.

=== Kathy Hubbard EA

d lead el

+ Income Tax Service

+ Pasi Due & Out-0f-3tate Relums

+ |IRS Problems Resolved

+ Businass Bookkesping & Tax Retums
+ Estates, Trusts & Gift Retums
Non-Profit Compliance Consulting

(713) 522-9000

Fax; (713) 526-6588
2615 Montrose Blvd.
Houston, Texas 77006

One Biock off Wasthaimer at the comer of Montrose and Califomia

Specializing in
Personality-Guided
Therapy

...because every
person is unigue

I'd Be Glad To Help You
+ Build Self-Esteem
* Improve Relationships

* Overcome
- Stress and Fears
- Depression

DEBORAH DENSON, LMSW-ACP

» Licensed Master of Social Work
+ Advanced Clinical Practitioner

2900 Weslayan Suite 535 « 713-850-7225

Women-Owned & Operated
Plumbing Service Since 1985

* Residential » Commercial
« New Consliruction

* Repairs & Remodeling

= Building Maintenonce

Amelia Reed
License #J-28004

Call 713/698-5012 ®eee

PAX service

713/939-1552  Hours: Mon-Sat.

86 MAY 2004 OutSmart

paintings' that focus on surf lingo. I anly Frankie Avalon
and Annette: Funicello could be there. Through June
rts Museurmn Houston, 5216

h.org

20 at the Contem;

Mantrose. Infa: 71

eiva, 1IN

W Famﬂy Recard‘s

nd the history of co My MUSIC

USING ‘waves and o

IN HOUSTON BY TRIANGLE READERS

Q
MA SEA&V(} E

MATIONALLY GERTIFIED THERAPIST

1" VISIT— 20% DISCOUNTI

Jacuzzi Before and/or After Massage
Available in Private Tropical Setting

CALL 832. 524 7700
7.0 .

" VOTED 2002 & 2003
BEST MASSAGE

Q Under the Radar. The 475t Rice student

in various media by

art exhibit

’ Wa‘eo Ar‘t Now o

artistic megi
vt i

Q "I’ale Street Arts & Flower Market

cal artists to «

CALENDAR DEADLINE
for OutSmart’s June issue:
Tuesday, May 11,5 p.m.

(at Veterinary (linic

Exclusively feline since 1973

New Dewvisrey/Suricas Conren.

As always:
Feline Wellness and Behavioral Issues
713.523.5171
2125 W. Alabama = Houston, Texas 77088
WMonday - Friday 7:30am - 6:30pm = Saturday 9am - noon

INSIDE:*
| The debut of Diva Man!
Pop-off-the-puge fashion! _+

Reach over 60,000 loyal and affluent
GLBT consumers every month,

OQutvSmart

Houston's gay, lesbian, bi, and trans magazine

For advertising information, call

713.520.7237

www.OutSmartMagazine.com

3406 Audubon Place *» Houston, Texas 77006

utSmartMagazine.com

OUTSMART
ADVERTISING WORKS!

Here's what our advertisers say...

My ads for the "Hot Diamonds" line of men's | .l Y s
jewelry have appeared exclusively in OutSmart. | meg Jmm actory
As a result, | am finding it difficult to keep the -~ "~
cass full of merchandise. Due o the success of the advertising, | huve
added the women's line of "Hot Diomonds" and will continue to
advertise in QutSmart. OutSmart is one of the best advertising invest-
ments ['ve made recently.

— Mykel Burns, GM, The Diomond Jewelry Factory

The first week that our ad in OufSmart came out, 5 Brennin
we got our first QutSmart client. We have gotten (& RIUITTEUTIG
many clients and made many new friends SSARAAISERIER
through our association with QutSmart. It was one of the smarfest
marketing moves our firm could have made.

—Jocquie Brennan, Attorney of Low

E With its large audience ond wide dirculation, OutSmart

certainly helped the Human Rights Campaign in Houston
achieve its highest attended and most successful gala to
date in 2003.

—Tim Kollatschny, Houston HRC Gala Co-Chair

| have been very impressed with the response we've
received from anr ntli)vemsing in Ourszrr_ Each od Fan:r?n!
that we place in OutSmart generates phone ———
inquiries and attrads loyal readers into our showroom. It is one of the
best media vehicles in the Houston market.

-Stewart Tinsley, VP Morkefing, Cantoni by Design

As a first-time advertiser with quSn‘_mr!, | was
skeptical about whether | would see immediote TIPS
results from my ads. However, when the very first
ad appeared, | received several calls from potential new clients. It
took only one new customer to recover my advertising investment!
With a limited advertising budget, | have to make the most of every-
dollar | spend. Advertising my business with OutSmart was definately
a smart decision.
Michoe! P Delaney, Finoncial Services Assodiate
Prudential Financial

As regular advertisers during the concert season, we H
know that OufSmart will reach o wider Texas audi- i
ence, including the gay, bi and straight communities,
than other gay community publications QufSmart is a great deal! Thanks
for the ongoing service; we look forward to years of continued success.

—Anthony Adums, Gay Men's Chorus of Houston

Doy Men's Chorus of Bowsine




LET ME TAKE THE

OUT OF HOME REFINANCING!

If you are looking to ...
- Take cash out for Debt Consolidation
- Lower your monthly mortgage payments
- Shorten the term of your mortgage

» Purchase a new home

+ Refinance your 2nd home J}
CALL MAX today at

33 (832) 647-8932

FAX: (713) 522-3275
| can help if you ...
- Have Credit lssues
- Are Self-Employed
« Are o First fime homebuyer
- And Yes | do Jumbo loans to $650,000

MAX BONTEMPS, Lending Manager
IMF Lending Corporation

North America Emerging Markets
WE'RE LENDING...OWN A PIECE OF AMERICA

£420 Richmond Ave., Suite 538 - Houstan, TX 77057

PARINER & FSTATE
PROTECTION FOR
GAYAESBIAN COLPLYS

Medical Powerof Attorey

f
Appointment of Agent fof l :
Disposition of Remains

Durable Powerof Attorgy. | & |
Wills lllu!mnhém;riﬁm:l Loy
Criminal & Juvenile Defense

Probate

Special Education

Cohabitation Agreemients

4203 Yoakun « Suile 33
Jonston X 77006

Difice: 713.630,1010
Cell; 713,306,0020
Fax: 713,630,7023
Email; monica@lawvanghan,com
Weh; www lawvaughan.com

*“Nob et it oy e Tenias Board of bepal Sprcialieation
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Business News

Tom Fricke (1) has joined OutSmart as general
manager. Before joining the
magazine, Fricke owned and
operated The Lovett Inn for
15 years. He recently sold the
Montrose bed-and-breakfast
hotel. As a founder of the
Houston GLBT Chamber of £
Commerce, and through his =
involvement with and ;3
support of local organi- =
zations and businesses, he brings a wealth of community
experience to the magazine.

At OutSmart, Fricke will manage the business side
of operations, He can be reached at 713/520-7237 or
TomFricke@QutSmartMagazine.com.

Dolores Varela (r) has joined OutSmart as an
advertising account exec-
utive. Varela worked for the
city of Houston at the ad-
ministration/supervisory
level for 13 years before
joining the magazine. She
has also manager a catering
company, owned/managed
a contracting company, and =
worked as a bartender. The 2
bilingual Varela is a member £
of the Houston Hispanic #
Chamber of Commerce. She can be reached at 713/520-
1237 or Dolores@OutSmartMagazine.com.

Karen Derr of Karen Derr & Associates
Realty congratulates
Glen Fillmore (r) on
achieving senior agent
status for his 2003 per-
formance. Fillmore is anly
the fourth agent to attain
such status at the firm. &
Fillmore can be reached
at 713/875-9482 or at :
www.KarenDerr.com. g

Pride Institute, the nationwide provider of mental
health and chemical-dependency services for the GLBT
population, recently promoted Marty Perry (below),
the program director at the Pride Institute program in
Dallas, to the position of executive director of the na-
tional Pride Institute organization located in Minneapalis/
Saint Paul, Minnesota. 4 r o

Randy Martinis x
the new program director
for the Pride Institute in
Texas. Martin joins Pride In-
stitute after several years
of counseling work at com-
munity counseling centers &
in Dallas and Irving.

The Pride Institute has .
facilities in six U.S. cities. &

The telephone number is 800/54-PRIDE. The website is
tute.com” www.pride-institute.com.

John Schilling is the new general manager of the
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites Galleria.
Schilling was most recently general manager of the Holiday
Inn Select Greenway Plaza in Houston and worked several
years with the InterContinental Hotels Group.

Managed by Houston-based Heights
Hospitality Corporation, the Holiday Inn Hotel
& Suites Galleria is located at 7787 Katy Frwy. The
telephone numbers are 713/681-5000 and toll free 800/
B22-8373.

On March 16, Mike Roberson (c), one of the co-
owners of Cabo Montrose, greeted guests, includ-
ing Emily Jackson ([} and Ceci Resendez, at
the inaugural GLET Night, which now takes place every
Tuesday at the restaurant (1111 Westheimer, 713/942-
2228). Clothing retailer M2M presented a fashion show
during the first GLET Night at Cabo.

Brennan & Johnson Attorneys at Law now
meets clients at three area offices by appointment: 4265
San Felipe, 11111 Katy Frwy., and 6750 West Loop South.
Formed in 1998, the firm still maintains an office in the
Montrose area, Jacquie Brennan, Kevin John-
son, and Lisa VanAuken are the firm attorneys.

Brennan & Johnson does have a new mailing ad-
dress: P.0. Box 667185/ Houston 77266. The main tele-
phone number remains 713/522-1211. The firm website
is www.lawbrennan.com.

The new shop decorDECOR recently opened at
3200 Kirby, Suite 102, in the Café Express building The
houtique offers original works of art, decorative lighting,
art glass, floral designs, draperies, jewelry, unique gifts,
and other home accessories, Partner Christine Dinh
plans to stock merchandise not found at other home-
accessory stores in Houston, The telephone number is
713/524-8429,

Houston-based interior designer Mikel Reper marked
the grand opening of his new Galveston store Nest with
a May 1 Asian-theme party, “A Nite in Bangkok Joe
Manning of Catered Affairs of Houston provided food, and
Lee's Golden Dragon Troupe performed.

Nest is located in the historic Galveston Telephone
Company building at 525 22nd St, The telephone number
is 409/763-5415. W

New! Empower 2004 has moved to Pride Week.
June 12th & 13th « Sat1 -8 pm & Sun 12 - 5 pm

Get to the ever-popular Business Expo, Job Fair
and the Performing and Visual Arts bappening
that make Empower a great event.

And this year we've
added more attractions
to the list, including:

Pet Pavilion, Kids Pavilion

Home & Garden, Performing Arts
Visual Arts, Food and Beverage Service
Big Time Entertainment

For information about becoming a
vendor or sponsor, and associated
benefits, contact the Chamber at
www.ghglce.org or call 713.523.7576

EMPOWER
2004}

<= FUN =P
FREE GIVEAWAYS
DOOR PRIZES W
¥\ ENTERTAIN 1
- SHOPPING
) NETWORKING )
ROCK CLIMBING
SPORTS & OUTDOORS

<= GOOD FOOD =P

TRL BIGNY RELATIGNSHIF 15 EVERVIRINE"

(JutySmart
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BAR & CLUB GUIDE

HOUSTON

Eifl GOMCENS: DEMom on
1-r~,J- v, and Friday nights. 141 7-B Westhaimar

GUAW\ I.AM P

& fans tune up for the Wednesday and Sunday night
4-3359 » wiww. quovalomp, com

confes!. 2158 Portsmouth «

BOCADOS
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WHO: NII k Wilson

MANGO VIDEQ LOUNGE

i y Inargy, this rew Wednesdoy
video seresn, doncs Ro
hoats korook
{ h mney Rock « 713/666-
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filson before the new
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s bimonthly evening on
the first and third Monday
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ances, group sing-alongs,
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gppearances LW
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Open Mic Night

with the wild und EVERY Thursday
crazy girls of 9pm-lam

:I t . (LA
WWW. flufﬁhekaf.com""""“"‘““"

GoGirleMusic.com presents

GoGirlsRock!

Saturday, May 22nd

Rhythm Room, 1815 Washington Ave.
9pm, 5 cover, all agas
Featuring parfiarmonces by
Symplisity * Goddess
Stacey Steger & MORE!

ww.gugirls:nuain com * wyw. gogirlsrock com

F310 = v c

CLUB RAINBOW

alcoming @ mixed leshian crowd, Ihis ber is locoted on fhe

Urben |Video| Lounge

2306 Genesee @ Fairview Houston, TX 77006 713.521.0123

/—\ _ You'll see colors

you'’ ve only .

PEARL
Promater Eduardo Eflzando now hosts a Thursday gay night af this
swanky new club [n the downtown club district, Hop on tha Matro frain
ond head norh. 310 Main » 713/528-5736 » www, pearfhoushon.com

PRIVE
The pofio af this second-feor spet overlooks the lively Wesihelmer/
Montrosa intersaction. Tha mixed crowd inciudas smartly dressed goys
os wall as non-gays. 810 Westhelmer » 713/522-2542

RAINBOW ROOM
This gathering spof nerth of Housion hos @ casucl nelghborhood
atmosphere. The pool fables sioy busy 527 Bomen Springs oft Ella
Boulevard « 281/872-0215

RICH'S HOUSTON
Even ofter more fhan 20 years, fhe lconic two-slory danceterio. shill
draws an energetic crowd. Techino light and |aser shows enhance the
pumped-up music. 2407 Son Jocinio = 713-758-9608 = www richs-
houston com

RIPCORD

Outsmart E:l..ers ng ITIE" Hs spot ha .,asr Iv:.e iU shaw JI’ your
N the Go Howk

rcr.nr.lrw n|‘1-'m erowd. 715

djournal. com

Falrviaw # 71
611 CLUB
On Friday and Sohurdo
|J‘f41 dinners. Feaiures Ir
fyde Pork = 713/626-7070

SOUTH BEACH

The techno-chic

s, this nelghborhood spol affers greal
beaufiful garden-style patio. 811

nd sysiem keeps shirtiess boys pumped up late
G '51 & _-'eulesr p
a.m. 810 Pocifi

VIVIANA'S
This club near downtown oppeals 1o fons of
olke. 6218 Wash n e 713/862-0203

NOTE ticor Lounge hos discontinued its GLBT Night

Latino music ond drog

Conroe

RAHCH HIL!. S.ﬁLDOH

o O

" f\'!ond:u-":\_;igi'nt

SERVIGEIN ETHY NICGHT
'/z"'ll‘tf.g'x;erything

b

Friday Night
% D] JOE ROSS
Saturday Night

DJ LIMEY

o 1f||'5j IWhre
cl59 Portsmouth, Houston
[inShepherd Plaza) 35243359

THE

Briar Patch

PIANO BAR

" for more infor

| 2312 crocker @ Falmeﬂl

Galveston

GARZJ\S KON TIKI

wn, 1 2 Sirand
588 Mola d s in
nt » 409/765-5805 »

Biva 1;-1[]'.
NOTE: Myra's Cantina has closed.

Beaumont

THE COPA

CROCKETT S'mEET
Formery Known os : this club racently changad hands
hosts Tolent Migh! on Tussday. On
e and an all-Laling Hliusionist

HOOLIGAN'S
Though primarily o
Feafures include korooke ni

Send bar/club news to
clubguide@outsmartmagozine .com.

The Roinbow Room
527 Barren Springs
Houston, Texas 77090

281

Northsides ORIGINAL Alternative Bar
Where both MEN and WOMEN are WELCOME
12:00pm = 2:00am, 7 days a week

Karaoke Thursday Night
D) Every Friday & Saturday Night

&7 2, 021D

Who'’s watching your kids
when you’re away?

THESE ARE NOT MODELS. THESE ARE ACTUAL CLIENTS!I

PET SITTING
IN THE HEIGHTS

* Experienced * Bonded
* Professional * References Avallable

Competitive Rates:
$20/day (2+visits) or $10/visit.
SPECIAL 25% CASH, OR
NEW CLIENT DISCOUNT!

IN THE
o HEIGHTS
PET SITTING IN THE HEIGHTS
713/869-3698
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OutSmart Marketplace

- ACCOMMODATIONS

NEW INN KEEPERS

DAN LUEKEN & TODD PARTRIDGE
SPECTACULAR FRENCH VACATION. Wine
tours, antique shopping, gay honeymoons, bik-
Ing, canoeing on the wild Loire River, horse-
back riding, golf, chateaux, cooking courses,
gardens and great food. See our website:
www.moulinbregeon.com.

RAINBOW RANCH

Gay & Lesbian camp grounds
located on Lake Limesfone
in Cenfral Texas.

Tent & RV Camping
www.ralnbowranch.net
888.875.7596

ROCKIN’ R’ RANCH
Gay & Lesbion RV PARK/camp grounds
with showers and comfort sfations,
Northwes! of Houston, For information
& reservation: 936/894-3779

www.RockinRRanch.net

ANNOUNCEMENT
HOUSTON BODY ELECTRIC

Body Elactric is a school of the healing
aris committed to helping people
experence their potential as healers of seif
& others through touch, consclous breath
& honoring the wisdom of the body.

www.erospower.org

- ATTORNEY

« CLEANING/MAID SERVICE

KAEHLER CLEANING|
SERVICE since 1995 |

*...continually the best® |
Residential & Commercial|

Cal| Jobn 713/881-6181
or jkoehler@airmail net

*| do the
cleaning!”

92 MAY 2004 OQutSmart

= EMPLOYMENT

PART-TIME income $500-§1500 per menth.
& - 10 hours per week. Great Benefits
Call 1-888-373-9194,

EARN INCOME FROM HOME
Home-Based Business
* Control Your Hours and Income
* Full Training & Support Provided
* Your Home Is Your Cffice
Order your Free Information and CD
www.basuccessbuildar.com
or call BBB-356-8323

« FUNERAL HOMES /cemerenies

Digpity S

Digm,a

800-DIGNITY » www.DignityMemorial.com

- HAIR SALONS/BARBERS
HAlFl CUT FGR UNLY $'l2’

L ] ’n a8 Sh
Tonie's Barbar & Styles Shop
£ | Call Toni for Appointment
4310 Koehler (Just north of
g‘ Washington off Yale « Se Habla

- MASSAGE

HEALING HANDS. Caring and healing hands
with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Balanc-
ing your life by restoring flow and energy. Peace-
ful, relaxing and rejuvenating for total health.
RAMT#2233. Howard Kanelakos 713/528-6174.
(Please note my new number)

Massage by Ken

Massage for
everyone

* In or Qut Calls.

= Convenlent
Montrose location.

] EKFEI’IEI‘IEE stress
relief.

* By appointment only.

| 1AM to B PM =

Ariel Massage
Excellence in Swedish
Massage Therpy in the

Rice/Medical area.
Dedicated Studio,
See web for further nfo:
htp://hometown.aol com/
arielmassage or call

713/282-6464

Espanol 713.880-5899

* MASSAGE

MASSAGE. Ralieve yoursalf of all tension with
& full body massage in a quite, private atmo-
sphere by a friendly 30 y.0. male therapist.
Bryan T13/777-5634.

MASSAGE THERAPIST
o _“A 0péu fic & Reloxing
Streas Raliel
o nru-Brlr-rh solleria Araa
* Daap Tissus
* Nice Touch
» Qut Calls Welcome |
281/804-8027
wrozrzes LUl QI

Classic fHassane
I The Heighis"

Maturity and experience. Great rates. Re-
laxing, therapeutic massage In private
studio in the Heights. @ am - 10 pm week-
days and weekends 12-10 pm. Call for ap-
pointment, Byron 713/202-9786. Visit my
website al www.classicmassage. com
Four hands avallable

BODYSTRESS » DEEP TISSUE « SWEDISH »
SPORTS « MONTROSE STUDIO = IN/OUT »
PRIVATE * DISCREET +8 AM - 11 PM + DAN ¢
713-529-8787

MASSAGE
* MIND
* BODY
« SOUL

713.397.8808
* Swedish
DeeF Tissue
elaxation

* Montrose Area

In or Qut calls.
VWaxing, Facials.
Relaxation,
5p4;urf.s, or Light!/
Deep Massage.

713/540-7544

MT#014552

e
b 'CALL JOE

: LePepe Salon
- of Beauty

FREE HAIRCUT WITH MASEAGE
a' i8] FOR NEW CUSTOMERS

Thuredays in April:

k| GAY DAYS: Coma enjoy wine

while your waiting!

T13/622-1622; 713/392-7361(cal)
inOutCalls — 7 Da "‘l“""l?'l

3903 South Rkce 100 « Hnuslun TH TT056

3

www.halrandmassagebylepepe com

SPORTS

« MASSAGE

» Get Ralaxed
» Faa| Awesome

» Centrally Located
* Qutcalls Welcome
713-942-2399

7 daysfevenings
\VisaMasterTard accepled

Massage Therapy. Therapeutic and deep tis-
sue by Jason, Memorial Park at Montrose area
{big metal house on Fairview!). College guy.
713/524-5400 or www.sizzlingmassage.com,
RMT# 23870,

THOM OF HOUSTON. Massage - Sunday,
Monday and Tuesday only. 713/523-6577

massage.htm

workx.com/

WW.INK

W

BODY DAY CARE. Massage Therapy: Swed-
ish, Deep Tissue & Sports. Rose Zepeda, 281

948-5807 or 713/263-1276. Gift Centificates
Available. www.fitness-instructor.net

Paul Rutledge
713/592-0444

A

. Sﬂ_ hf over 7
« Git s avallable
In/Qut Calls * Flexible Hours

DAVE'S HANDS. Shiatsu and Swedish mas-
sage with an experiencad therapist. Relaxation
and deep tissue combined into one massaga.
Great treatment from a strong man. 832/443-
2229, Se Habla Espanol Un Poco.

Reward Yourself

A NICE TOUCH,
RELAXATION OF

BODY AND MIND BY

Gontly located
7 daya’Eveningsiu cads Welcome

- PHOTOGRAPHY

* Full
Privacy

* Evenis

* Single,
Couples,
Family

Haols on

VA,

* RETRIL/FOR SlllE

ARTWORK * ABSTRACT CUSTOM PAINT-

INGS/Oil - Acrylic on Canvass. Montrose Stu-
dio. Reasonably Priced, Dan: 713-528-8787

*REAL ESTATE/FOR LEASE

Montrose/Museum District, 1/1 Loft Style Apt.
Qulet and secluded poolside setting behind
gated private residence. Separate entry and
ddress. All bills paid including Dish TV, S785/
no. www.3502Roseland.com.

GALLERIA STEAL! Great Galleria location!
1-& 2 BR's. Shaded French Quarter style court-
yards, pool, founfauns, g, velel
trash. Discount rate utilititas! From $5251 §199
Move-in| Regency Arms, 6363 San Felipe 713/
781-4535

::H.QHE 3 BEDROOM/2 BATH HOME, POOL!
$335/month, all bills paid, 15 minutes from
mtown, NW side, large bedroom and pri-
vale bath, private backyard, Cable, maid ser
vice, non-smoking GWM, Call 713/290-0353 or

email Bigtexsma @ sbeglobal net

MONTROSE AREA, 1820's coal bullding with
':.«mud 1I¢-3r5 1 & 2 bed-

Jr.] nal detai Is hi

743/980.6153
. REﬁl ESTATE/FOR SALE

GARDEN OAKS...7T13 W. 41st

Undated 2 BR
Study. Optional 3rd
BR. 1.5 Baths. Fire-
Biace French Drs
en. Deck. Large
Lot. $289's Terry

BN canes  RE/Max
Mprmnasm 9154

Terry Jeanes
REMax B
T13/812-0154 8
BELLAIRE: §
BOG |
WOODSTOCK |u
_ §250's. B
Spacious 3/2/2 cul-de-sac location. Updated
Kitchen. Huge den-fireplace. Harawoods.

- REALESTATE/FOR SALE

Galveston Island Properties! For a specialist
in fabulous resort and historic properties for sale
in Galveston, call Barbara Frink, REALTOR,
Sand ‘N Sea, barbara.frink @ sandnsea com or
www.barbarafrink.com or 713/858-3489,

807 HEIGHTS BOULEVARD. 10 one bedroom
units for sale. $599,00. Location, Location, Lo-
cation. George Hughes, Re/Max Dewntown,
georgehughes @ earthlink.net 512/940-4834
www.loftsdownlownaustin.com

= SERVICES

CEE AR

4410 Westheimer Rd
Houston, TX 77027
713/960-9800
www.centralford.com

-

Tom Courtney
NEW /PRE-OWNED SALES CONSULTANT

Granite
Countertop &
Vanities

Need custom kitchen countertops? Renovat-
Ing the bathroom with stone of file finishes?
Queen of the Tile specializes in
residential & commerical granite, marble, slate
and fimestone fabrication and installation
Call Queen of the Tile at 713/983-6200

QUANTUM ELECTRIC
Pat Busbee

Master Electrician
Licensed & Bonded
30 Years Experience
Cell 713/824-5118 » Fax 713/880-5825

SUMMER SEASON IS NEAR

GET IN SHAPE AND ¥
LOOK GREAT THIS SUMMER

We lost 50 Ibs in 7 wks! You can ool 1
Dr Rec'ed * 30-Day $-Back Guar -
Herbalife Independent Distributors
"Making the World Healthier” Don & :
Wanda McKay * We are Hearthstone n-
Residents « Call us 281-855-4967 &

' Draco Demgns

or Steven 713/302-8011

Freelance Graphic
Designer

713. 468.6565

MARKETPLACEAD RATES

Marketplace

Color Boxed Ad perren §62
B/W Boxed Ad e incl 547
30-Word Line Ad 27

Markelplace Classifieds are per column inch. Calumn inch width is 1.688. Word line ads are
30 words or less, plus 31 per additional word and 50 cents for all words in bold, Add additional
56 per issue to have your classified ad appear on our website. Ads can also be placed on our
secure website at www OutSmartMagezine com

1 Month 3 Month

6 Month 12 Month
§57 §52 §47
$43 &38 $35
$25 $23 $22

Deadline: May 14 for the June 04 Issue. Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX, or
Discover. Or FAX it 713/522-3275. Sorry, we do not bill. Mail ad & payment to: OutSmart
3406 Audubon, Houston, TX 77006-4412. For more information, call 713/520-7237.

= SERVICES

SHEETROCK REPAIRS = WALLPAPER REMOVAL
PAINTING » TEXTURES = 832 567.3804

~ Who's watching your
| kids when you're away?

* Experienced » Bonded
| » Professional

PS. e
Call Daniel
713/869- 3698

SE]WICES‘
HEART

Let Thomas assist
you to honor life's
special avents :

* Holy Unions

* Blessings

* Memorials

713/522-7626

PROFESSIONAL RESUME SERVICE » Over
15 years experience » Effective resumes * De-
tailed interviews * Reasonabie rates » Quick
turnaround. Call 713/870-8511 or email
oaltex4160@yahoo.com

Things in Life
You CauTrust:

Grandma b)

An ad placed in OutSmart
Magazine reaches loyal,
interested readers. QutSmort’s
circulation figures are audited
independently by
Verified Audit Circulation, |

your guarantee of an
accurate count.

" VERIFIED

ALUDIT CIRCULATION
Verified Audit Circulation is a

www. verifiedaudit.com
national auditing service respectad
for over 50 years in the publishing
industry. Insist on Audited
Circulations like OutSmart.
For advertising information
call 7131520-7237.
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Show your OutSmart Pride Card and get special discounts, free admissions, and exclusive offers from OutSmart advertisers!

ACCOMMODATIONS
G-Tawn Guesi Houses
1307 Ave M - Galveston.........eos 409762-2117

The Lovelt Inn

501 Lovett, Houston,
Paradise Guest House
2317 Ave P/Galveston

The Victorian Condo/Hatel
6300 Seawall/Galveston 1-800/231-6363
j_ll_]UEETISIﬂE!MﬂRKETIHG
H.e.r.5.Magazine

w0 13/328-6433

1-877/919-6677

www, hershouston.com

DutSmarl Magazine
3406 Audubon Place

ASTROLDGER
Lilly Raddy Astrology

713/520-7237

; w1 13/528-5842
10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL READINGS

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES

Barber & Pi

o
&

6 South Loop W . T7T13/885-0041
Brennan & Johnson Law Firm

, Tias22-1211
LY RATES

10% DISCOUNT OFF HOU

Moore and Hunt

3608 Auduban . T13/522-4282

KGriff Investigations & Civil Processing

1825 Lexington . e 113/525-7711

Law Office of Mark Levin, Attorney

2813 West T.C. Jester 281/355-7936

Monica Vaughn

Yoakum, Ste. 330 713/630-1010

Simon & Associates, Altorneys at Law

401 Studewood, Sulte 350 713/52 i
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

E Tech Auto Maintenance

h 713/863-8244

WUNT OFF TOTAL REPAIR
AUTOMOTIVE SALES

Fred Haas Toyola/Jimmy Jones

20400 1-45 N 281/297-7000

Plane! Ford. «+.20403 145 North

arvica BB88/251-9135
X t Depart e 281/719-3728
Will part 281/719-3716

Jack Roach
6445 5. W Frwy
Performance SAAB
10505 5. W Freeway, Houston, 713/981-4400
18855 Highway 53 N, Humble _ 281/964/4660
James R. Vanya 713/981-4400
River Daks Chrysler/Jeep/Breit Roberis
4807 Kirby tileemassares 713/524-3801
Russel & Smith Ford/John Hays

3440 South Loop We = 1 13/663-4798

rd/Stephen Rubin
281/588-5000

BOOK STORES
Hollywood Book & Cale
24049 Grant, Ste. A

713/523-8855

CAB COMPANIES

Uniled Cab

713/699-0000

CATERING

—."of course!” Catering
1701 California
Steve Christy/Personal Chel
1504-A Hyde Park 713/256: -I::?}Pn

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
Paul R. Wasserloos, CPA
Galveston
Houston

713/526-1800

409/938-6922
713/526-4T60

(Look for the 88 pride card and merchant offer)

___CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS
Bering Memaorial United Methodist

1440 Harold 713/526-1017
Gathedral of the Holy Spirit

4505 Highway 6 North,Ste 200 281/596-2263
Creative Life Spiritual Center

5326 Spring-Stusbner 281/350-5157
Dignity Houston
1307 Yale ;
Integrity-Houstan

713/880-2872

], ST 713/622-2255
Resurrection MCC
2025 W 11th ... 713/861-9149

CLOTHING

Method

2437 Unlversity ... 713/807-0003
COMMUNITY/NONPROFITS

AIDS Coalltion of Texas Now

2015 Thomas St

AssistHers

113/528-4514

wwvwhssistHers org
Center tor Clinical Studies
: : i 713/528-8818
Gay & Leshian Community Center
3400 Montrose 7137524-3818
Houston Buyer's Club
3224 Yoakum
Human Rights Campaign
www. hrehouston.org
Montrose Softball League
. .. wwow MontroseSoftBallLeagus com
Pride Instituie

520-5288

www. pride-|nstitute com

COMPUTERS/INTERNET

Atomar Communicalions/Anthony Bures
713/528-0404
 CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING
ON Classic Design & Construction
1200 W, Drew ........... .. 713/B69-3440
Quantum Eleciric
807 Watson 713/524-5118
Queen of the Tile/Granite and Tile Service
8013 Taub Rd 713/983-6200
Richard’s Total Backyard Solutions
1701 Highway 6 South 281/948-2496
EHTEHTAIHMEHT!NIEHTJL_IEE_
Alley Theatre
615 Texas
Bunnies On The Bayou
......... www, bunnies arg

T13/228-8421

Hobby Center ... ; 713/629-3700
Chances /The Barn/GeSpot
1100 Westhelmer 713/523-7217

Fluff The Kat
...... possneeeeso W, FlufiTheKat.com
GoGirlMusic.com
www, GoGir Music.com
Guava Lamp
2159 Portsmouth 7713/524-3359

Gay Men’s Chorus of Houslon
....... s www.gmch.org

A semeenmses T 1HBET-WNBA
Melissa Etheridge Live
R renieeee 1 13/628-3700
Meleor
2306 Genesse R, 713/521-0123
Missty Valdez/Galveston AIDS Benefil
....................... A09/765-1270
908 Westhaimar .. T13A22-0013

Rainbow Room
527 Barren Springs Rd ... 281/872-0215

South Beach

810 Pacific Street ... 713/529-T623
Stages

3201 Allen Parkway . .ocoucveiee 713/527-0220
UnderCurrent

3102 Seawall/Galveston ... 409/750-8571

EVENT/CONVENTION SERVICES
KeyStar Complex
3209 MOntrose o 718/524-MEET
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Chase Bank of TeXas -......cccocovemicninnns
... 113/218-TD00

1225 N. Loop West, Ste. 1030 . 713/868-1144
................. A408/741-2006
2615 Montrosa Blvd, w7 13/522-9000
IMF Lending Corporation/Max Bontemps
6420 Richmand, Suite 538 - B32/647-8032
Prudential Financial/Michael Delaney
1233 W Loop South # 1100 - 713/960-5081
WellsFargo/Mark Scroggins
10310 East Frwy  713/209-6100
___ FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS
Fitness Exchange
4040 Milam 1
Houston Gym
1501 Durham f13/880-913
Kimberly Marler, Personal Trainer
BA2/443-FITT

Muscle Mechanics/John Aaron

617 Richmaond 713/523-5330

3/624-9932

Enod Gray, LMSW-ACP, C. Ht., CSAT
4200 Mantrose ... 713/522-7014
Barbara Levinson, PhD/f Cir for Healthy
Sexuality
2400 Augusta Dr. Ste. 120 ....... T13/785-71111
Carol Kelleher
2001 Kirby Dr,, Ste. 600 ..... 713/520-5052
The Pride Instilute

................ B00/54-PRIDE

3400 Montrose ...

Jeft Vannice, PhD

1415 N. Loop W., Ste. 780 ..
» DENTISTS =

Bruce W. Smith, DDS

1006 Missourl T13/529-4364

= HEALTH SERVICES/PRODUCTS =

Houston Buyer's Club Discount Vitamins

3224 Yoakum T13/520-5288

Pride EMS

15035 East Freeway 7T13/641-1111

« MASSAGE THERAPIST/YOGA «

P Alan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch
713/842-0923

713/522-701 4

713/426-4455

20% DISCOUNT OFF FAGIALS
Alber! Woo/Touch Therapies
T18W Gray ..o

Ken Claude, RMT

713/446-6473

713/240-9598
Raul Guzman, RMT
: o B32/524-7700

¢ DPHTHALMOLOGISTS =

FUNERAL HUMESICEMETEHIES_
Dignity Memarial Providers
1-800-DIGNITY

~ GRAPHIC DESIGNERS/PRINTING

B Avantage Design
4200 Montrose, Ste, 520

15% OFF SELEGTED PRINTING OF
House of Coleman
901 W. Alabama
Vilven Design Group
3716 1/2 Mt Vernon

GROCERIES

713/526-3212

Kroger

3300 Montrose 713/526-T865

HAIR/NAILS/SKIN CARE/SALONS
Bellaire Laser Centar/Elvis Torres, D.0.
5420 Dashwood, Ste. 306 ........ 713/466-7230
Hollywood Hair & Mails
2409 Grant

= HEALTH CARE =
* CHIROPRACTIC/THERAPY

Alternative Heallh & Wellness/

Jackie Doval, DG

404 Westheimaer T13/627-WELL
Chimney Rock ChiropracticArt Keller, D.C.
3033 Chimney Rock . - T13/781-3344
Kirby Wellness Center/Kenneth W. Lester
2727 Kirby Dr., Sta. 324 .. 113/526-5252

713/523-2253

« COUNSELING/THERAPY ¢

Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP

1006 Missouri il 713/527-0000
Deborah Denson, LMSW-ACP

2900 Waslayan Ste. 535 . 713/850-7225
Jackie Falls/Face to Face Relationsp Inst
2626 W Loop South # 660-Z.... T13/667-4977
=5 Daniel Garces, MS, LPC, LMFT
3316 Mt Vermon ... 713/526-8390
20% OFF INITIAL VISIT

Miles Glaspy

1973 W Gray #20 .cociiovens . 713/528-1913

Diagnostic Eye Center

Marc R. Sanders, MD, F.A.C.S.

6500 Fannin, Ste. 1108 713/797-1500

Diagnostic Eye Center Bellaire/

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD

5420 Dashwood, Ste. 101 ........ 713/668-9118
i | * OPTOMETRISTS =

Eye Elegance

3966 Westhelmer

Eye O Optical

GOB WeSTHBIMEN ...covvrsrsssmesnnsrs 713/529-4733

Spectacles on Montrose

4317 Montrose # 2 713/529-3937

Studio 20/20/Dr Paul Beckwith

2015 W Gray 713/807-7773

e * PHYSICIANS »

Rod Frazier, MD

1214 Hermann Dr #845

Carolyn Gardiner, MD

4126 SW Freeway, Ste. 1100

Patrick McNamara, MD

4101 Greenbriar, Ste. 355 713/52-HIVDR

Schrader Clinic/Shannon Schrader, MD

4101 Greenbriar, Ste 200 ... T13/526-1717
« COSMETIC/PLASTIC SURGERY

Town & Gountry Plastic Surgery

R. Scott Yarish, MD, PA

10565 Katy Frwy, Ste. 100 ... 713/467-0146
HOME FUHNISHIHG_!‘E&CBE_S‘_S[&ES_

Brandon Home Furnishings

BEAB Glenmont .......oceiiiiins T13/785-7888

Carol Moore Antiques

1610 Bissonnet o

Eiband’s Gallery/Antiques

£

f622-4411

713/521-0340

713/965-5898

T13/524-2502

2201 Postolfice/Galveston ...... 409/763-5485
Mid-Century Pavilion
2215 Washington ... 713/863-1986

Urban Leather
5403 South Rice..........
www.mangoroad.com

. T131432-7632

.. 972/578-5642
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INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Jefirey T. Bules

6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 . T13/661-7700
Michael P. Delaney/Prudential Financial
1233 W. Loop South, Ste.1100. 713/960-5081
Rob Schmerler

6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185, 713/661-7700

JEWELERS

I.W. Marks Jewelers

3841 Bellaire Bivd. ........... ... 113/668-5000
The Diamond Jewelry Factory

6463 Westheimer. ...........w.... T13/788-0110

MAILING & BUSINESS SERVICES

infoVine
1113 Vine St. Ste. 220 . 713/223-9954
PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES

Cat Veterinary Clinic/Dr Paula Runte
2125 W Alabama .. e 11 31523-5171
Jackie Doval, DC

404 Westheimer ........cceo i 7 VAB2T-8355
Pets To Love/Boarding/Grooming

11022 South Post Qak 713/726-1124
P.5. Pat Sitting Service in the Heights

S i T13/B69-3698

_____ PHOTOGRAPHY

Dalton DeHart Photography

................... .. 113/622-2202
= Hollywood Portrait Studios
2643 Richmond Avanue T713/523-9683
FREE SITTING FEE (A $40.00 VALUE)
Varsity Productions [ John Conroy
BT EIDB oo . T137542-8277

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

Copy.Com

1201-F Westheimar. ...
House of Coleman

901 W. Alabama 713/523-2521

713/528-1201

PSYCHIC/INTUITIVE READERS

Joe Paxton

T13/523-1627

B Liny Roddy Astrology

. 1 13328-0842
10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL READINGS.

REAL ESTATE SERVIGES REALTORS

Michael Bickham/AllisanSpear.com

3200 Kirby, Suite 200 .......cive. 713/324-7653
Richard Buentello/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights BIvd ... 281/222-9311

Chip Byas/Prudential Gary Greeng

5 ey ; 713/412-5996
Terre Cofiman/ColdweliBanker
15056 Heights Bivd ..... o T 13/866-7805
Bruce Chambers/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights BIvd. ..o, T13/822-1577
Bob Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Bivd 713/875-7049
Karen Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Blvd 713/862-1600
Glen Fillmore/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights BIVH. w.oo......oeennr.. 713/862- 1600
Bruce Hutmacher/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Blvd 281/216-0557
Sarah Goodner/Karan Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Blvd 2B1/830-6325
Dana Gray/Gray Home Team
B700 5 Rice. .. 713/298-1481
Jerry Jagpers/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Helghts Bivd 713/501-7076
Clittord Johnson/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Blvd 713/819-0518
Marty Justus/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Haights Bivd L T13/539-T870
Darren Moore/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Blvd 713/409-8925
Todd Partridge/Partridge Properties
3230 Yoakum 713/528-1184
Margot Perez/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Bivd, ... 281/932-7764
Danny Pleason/Karpas Properties
3355 W. Alabama, Ste, 800 T13/85
Rhonda Power/Karen Derr & Asso
1034 Heights Blvd T13/875-7287

Claire Reiswerg/Sand'N Sea PiralesBeach
WWW.SANANSEA.COM oo 4097737 -2556
Sheree Thompson/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Bivd . T13/204-4828
Tony Valadez/WaterhillCompany's Limited
1717 §t James Place Ste 360 . 281-898-1020
Jim Whilelaw
5an Miguel de Allenda, MX....... 713/571-1755
Bryan Williams, ABR/Caoldwell Banker
1505 Heights Blvd ... T13/869-0456
Robert Zahn/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Blvd .....cocovv v, 408/839-8237
__REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE LENDERS
AMCAP Mortgage Limited/George Roman
2539 5 Gessner, Sta 20 T13/962-0407
Chase Home Finance/Moe Sarakh|
1800 W, Loop South, Ste, 1950 713/9688727
Chase Home Finance/Doup Luza/Revis Bell
13810 Champion Forest #260 ..281/893-9396
Countrywide Home Loans/Natalie Carr, Larry
Carter/John-Robert Charles/Cody Grizzoffi/
Scott Pelzer/Matthew Vest
1938 W Gray T13/522-5483
Mortgage Associates/John Frels
3303 Louisiana, Suite 220, 713/524-1850
Neider Morigage/Aric Cousins

e 713/876-5203
Neider Maortgage/Sharon Neider
4615 5. W Freeway, Ste. B17 . T13/355-4288
Wells Fargo Morigage/Larry Broughton
1307 McKinney 713/654-2085

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE BARS
Auntie Chang’s Dumpling House
2621 § Shepherd #290 713/524-8410
Cabo Mix-Mex Grill

1111 Montrose... veereneree 11 3B42-2226
Hollywood Vietnamese & Chinese
2403 Grant 713/523-8808

Kam's Fine Chinese Cuisine
4500 C Montrosa
Kim Son Restaurants

2001 Jetterson

713/529-5057

T13/222-2461

Mo Mong Reslaurants
1201 Westheimer #8.............. 713/524-5664

Noche Cocina Y Bar

2409 MOMIOSE ...voomrrrrsnri 713/529-8559
Osaka Japanese Restaurant
515 Westhaimer

Riva's Italian Restaurant

T13/533-8008

11T MISSOUT veversiverssinssssassnes 713/529-3450

Tila's Restaurant

1111 '5. Bhephard ................... T13/522-7654

Yan Sushi Japanese Restaurant

1517 Westheimer .. cwmnin 713/526-2886
SPECIALITY RETAIL

Pampered Spirit
= . voww. Pampared Spirit.com
Sippora Art Gallery
234 WeSE GIBY oiiwiiindriinisians 713/520-1085
Somoza Gallery
2415 W Algbama #200 T13/528-6065
TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS
EE= Premier Paging & Wireless
12220 Murphy Road, Stafford . 281/575-8500
CALL FOR PRIDE CARD SPECIALS
TITLE COMPANIES

StarTex Title Company/Noe| Phillips
3700 Buffalo Speedwau,5te10507.13/960-8555

TRAVEL
Concierge Travel, Inc.
4920 Mimosa
CrulseCenter.com
4801 Woodway, Suite 400West 713/407-8705
Orbitz.com
401 N Michigan, Suite 1400 ... 312/384-4580
RSVP Vacations

T13/661-2117

wWww.rsvpvacations.com
TravelOUT

3543 Wheeler/Dallas ........... 214/324-8765

HAVE YOUR BUSINESS LISTED HERE.

CALL 713/520-7237 FOR DETAILS.

If you ever want to celebrate
a 50" Wedding Anniv ,
you'd beétter log on now.

Want a date that's more than a date?
OutSmartPersonals.com is the smart way to meet quality people.
| Far more than a typical dating site —we offer our 20,000 members

unique ways to locate and get to know a great mate,

Log on and try out our Online Chat, Top 10 Lists,
the Date Manager and other fantastic features to help you
sort out your cream of the crop. Go ahead, try it today.
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by Lilly Roddy

his is an especially active month. First, we have
T'rhe second part of the eclipse phase, the full

Moon, occurring on May 4 at 11:33 a.m. at
14 Scorpio. This will make for intense feelings and
will add a lot to the confusion that people will be
teeling. Jupiter also goes direct on that day in Virgo,
on its way to Libra. This will help us to want fo look
at all the details and get things cleaned up. On the
17th, both Venus and Neptune go retrograde. Venus
retrograde period is from May 17 through June 29
Relationships, resources and, harmony are
questioned. Neptune refrograde indicates a fime of
rethinking the future and heightens concerns about
money. * Tense days this month are May 1, 3rd,
4th, 5th, 16th, 17th, 24th, and 27th. More pleasant
days are the 8th, 9th, 10th, 21st, 23rd, 25th, and
30th. The Sun enters Gemini on the 21st. Mercury
re-enters Taurus on the 15th, Venus remains refro-
grade in Gemini, Mars moves info Cancer on Moy 6
Jupiter remains in Yirgo, Saturn in Cancer, Uranus in
Pisces, Neptune in Aquarius, and Pluto in Sagittarius

ARIES (March 21 -April 19). Your attention turns
to resources this month. You will have to put more
concentration on resources that you share with
your partner. Tensions around this issue will be
extra strong on May 4. Family issues surface on
the 7th. You will want to elean things up inside
and out. After the 17th, you are ready to talk about
almost everything that has been on your mind this
entire year. Most of the things you have been
holding on the inside. People will be surprised
when you bring up the past so much. And some
will experience you as dawnright canfrontational.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). With your ruling
planet Venus going refrograde this month, your
birthday time is definitely contemplative. And you
are nol as social s we would expect you to be.
Relationships are tense because of the eclipse on
the 5th. This could be a time when you bring some
to an end. Work is better, but you are still
conflicted with your career direction. This is very
notable on May 5 and the 27th. Don't act too
quickly because the internal pressure will be
building. You can plan fer some action in July

CANCER (June 22-July 22]. With Mars moving
inta your sign on the 7th, you are an active crab.
You will want your way. And if peaple try to block
your path, you will use those claws on them. Social
activity increases this month, but all activity has to
pass through your filter of future utilization and
application. Be careful that you don't hold people
up to too high o standard. Otherwise, you will
find yourself alone. On the other hand, you are
clearly focused about your career direction. And
nothing will interfere with that path.

LEO (July 23-August 22). Although you have
been more of a solitarian lately, you ore coming
out for some sun, fun, and friends this month. Stress
at home during the eclipse will drive you from your
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Gemini (May 21-June 21). If you have
projects you want fo start this month, get them
going before the 15th. After that, Venus goes
refrograde in your sign until the end of June.
Relationships, personal ond business, will be
going through a festing time. Issues that you
have been holding in will be coming to the
surface. Normally flexible, you won't exhibit
those traits this month. You will feel that you
are not significant enough to those people
in whom you have placed your trust. New
career directions are opening up for you.
Keep your dance cord open

den and out into the world. Pecple from the past
will be contacting you, and you will be happy to
see them. The first half of the month is a good time
to initiate new projects especially associated with
work or career. Relationships are still vague. Mostly,
you don't know what you want. And this makes it
hard for your partner to know what to do to moke
you happy. Lock in the mirror for your answers. At
the end of the month, you will need time alone.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22). You need fo
moke hay while the sun shines during the first half of
this moanth. You are making impressions wherever
you go, And you will find that others will just want fo
be in your presence This is not so eqsy for the
normally shy Virgos. Communications skills cre
heightened. After the 17th, you begin to review your
career choice. You will examine the unconscious
motives that were drilled info you as a small child.
Expect some contact from your family or from the
family ghosts. Don't overload your schedules.

LIBRA (September 23-October 23). This is a bit
of an uneasy menth for you. You are more open
and communicative in your relationships, but you
are interested in getting to the depths of things.
And you are not interested in finding compromise
this month. Your own directness may surprise you.
And others will not see you as the “peacekeeper”
that you like to be. You may isclate so that you
don't inflict yourself on those around you. Best to
stay out in the open and really confront those
boundaries that you are re-working. Take some fime
to get oway from it all near the end of the month.

SCORPIO (October 24-November 21). Relation-
shipscontinue to be the major theme from last month
and intruding into this month. The eclipse in your

LORES PEREZ

STHATION: DAVID EDUARDD #

sign will make you extra sensifive and moody and
will loosen your control on your outward expressions.
This is a moke-or-break time in your relationships.
They will be stronger at the end of this month, or
they will be over. You are not willing to be the only
supparfive ane in the relationship. Career is a much
easier place to visit. You may want to go there fo
get a rest from the fray.

SAGITTARIUS [November 22 -December 21).
You begin the month needing rest and seeking
spiritual isolation. Your sensitivity levels are turned
way up. But you will only have fill the 6th to really
enjoy this. After the &th, you are back out dealing
with the people around you. You are going fo have
to work to keep a handle on your schedule, You
can really over-commit yourself this month. There are
lots of new things opening up in your career sector,
and you will want to do them all. After the 17th,
take some time to look at what you really want and
avoid making any longterm commitments until July.

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19). Crec-
tivity and re-arganizafion are your watchwords for
the month. And especially after the 17th, you are
going to reorganize your workspace and your co-
workers. You seem to have all the answers. And
you are not working hard for the solutions. You will
be a driving force at work, and ethers will be glad
to follow. Romantic and business relationships are
tenser. You are just as ready fo get clear on direction
and commitment, and you are not willing to wait
for those who cannot. You may seem very pushy
and shorHempered. If your needs are not met, you
will be out looking.

AQUARIUS (Jonuary 20-February 18). New
opportunities are out there for You in your career
with the eclipse stimulafing this area of your life.
You are finding a new sense of commitment to
yourself and fo the things in your life that you reclly
want. In the past you were afraid to really go for
what you wanted. But this year, you are open fo
all possibilities. Your life is just on the edge of going
more public than it has been in 14 years. After the
17th, you will be reminded to keep o playful affitude
and not to fake yourself too seriously,

PISCES (February 19-March 20). Whata crazy
month for youl Did | say that last month? For May
and June, you will be finishing up with your past.
You will be throwing out those final boxes that
you have avoided going through. You are getting
more clear on what you think your future should
be. Relationship potentials and new and exciting
pecple are coming inte your life. Your social
calendar could be exceedingly busy by the end
of next month. Family issues still stir the pot until
the end of June. Just use a big spoon.

A professional astrologer for 20 years, Lilly Roddy
counsels individuals and teaches classes. Her
website is www.lillyraddy.com,

Halloween 2004

aribbean this Halloween. Join our crew for a week of fun and festivities,
me Party and Cuntest, Theme Nights, Gift Bags and 50 much more. T
. YRR ~
mmeI and Costa Mayn. Rates fmm $4(}1 75
-_ - » - - - .:k ;
* » \ ,.Q“.'!- ::!
clay in maki gyour;eseuon, SSwaXR ,h"“m
rvauo and information — 8% % B
w.Gay nbbeanCrulses com
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If WE can create
granitc bowls lke this,

imaginc what we can do
for your kit'cl'lcn
countertops!

Granite, Marblc, Slate & Limestone Fabrication and Installation

Clueen
S heTile

Granite, Marble, Slate & Limestone Fabrication and Installation

Residential - Commercial « Gountertops « Vanities « Tub Surrounds - Fireplace Mantles
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OUT IN
HOUSTON

1 Tekeshia Parker (|) and Timberly Douglas
walked down the aisle at the Feb. 13 Freedom to Marry
wedding ceremony at Resurrection Metropolitan
Community Church,

2 Clint Willour juried the new Jung Center exhibition B

Preparafory Works, featuring recent art by members of the
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston and Contemporary Arts
Museum preparation staffs. While readying the May 3-28
show, Willour (second from |) posed with artists

(I-r) Jason Makepeace, Kenneth lames
Beasley, Jeff Shore, Kenya Evans, and
Jonathan Davies

3 On March 1, Mitchell Katine (far r) and partner
Walter Dominge (far [) appeared with their children
Sebrina and Sebastian on an episode of the
Univision talk show Cristing devoted to gay families. Host
Cristina Saralegui (c) posed with the family

4 Ryan Fugate (|) and Conrad Hernandez
admired a painting at the Feb. 21 fundraiser for the
Positive Art Workshop, art classes for people with HIV/
AIDS, a program of the Houston GLET Community
Center, Hernandez chaired the event, held in memary of
his partner Stephen Haddock

5 Stewart Zuckerbrod (1) and his mother Elaine
Zuckerbrod attended the Feb. 20 Gay Men's Charus
of Houston Silent Moon fundraiser

6 Halloween Magic, the annual benefit comedy show,
presented checks to beneficiaries on Jan. 23: (I-r)
Michael Mizwa, AIDS Foundation Houston; Sonna
Alton, Montrose Clinic; Sally Huffer, Montrose
Counseling Center; Martin Heyn, Halloween Magic;
Naomi Madrid, People With AIDS Coalition;
Thomas Gegeny, The Center for AIDS; Ken
Malone, The Assistance Fund; end Judie Cross,
Bering Omega Community Services.

7 Members of GLOBAL, the University of Houston GLET
student group, paused before the March 14 AIOS
Foundation Houston AIDS Walk. The 15th annual walk
raised funds for the AIDS Foundation and 18 other HIV/
MODS service organizations.

B At the post-AIDS Walk party at Boca Chica, restaurant
owner Terry Flores (/) and business partner Lily
Fernandez () welcomed Oscar de la Rosa of

La Mafia.

9 On Feb. 13, Abel Rodriguez (far 1), president of
GLOBD (Gays and Leshians Organized By Orgullo), and
other members of the group gathered at Club Kilipso for
Nache de Amar, which benefited Fundacion Latino-Ameri-
cana Contra el SIDA, the HIV/AIDS service organization.

10 King Olympus XXXIV Gary Evans ([} and Queen
Olympus XXXIV Becky Brewer paraded at the Feb. 7
Krewe of Olympus ball. The evening at the George R.
Brown Convention Genter raised maney for The
Assistance Fund, PFLAG Houston, PFLAG/HATCH.
Youth Scholarship Fund, and the Colt 45's Trouble Fund.

Star Service
* Star Quality

o

LocALLy OWNED AND OPERATED

NOEL G. PHILLIPS

Vice President - Branch Manager

Mary Chapman Cantu Terry Pasternak

Executive Vice President Vice President-Business Development

ESCROW: John G. Marr * Martha Love * Lisa Thomas
Jimmie Sue Swilley * Virda Chambless * Libby Cole

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT: Kristen Holland * Laura Locastro

3700 Buftalo Speedway, Suite 1050 * Houston, TX 77098

(Between U.S. 59 and Richmond Ave.)

Office: 713.960.8555 Fax: 713.960.8574
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