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HTOWN'S Arena Theatre
“Where Houston Sits Up Front”
7326 S W, Freeway (af Fondren)

BOX OFFICE Hours; Mon-Sal 10-6 (Sun 12-6)
THEATRE information: 7 13-988-1020

www.htownsarenatheatre.com
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120,000 SQ. FT. WAREHOUSE OF FINE HOME FURNISHINGS vy 52
SUNDAYS 11AM TO 6PM * M-S 9 AM TO 5§ PM

LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE: Arizona * Colorado * Connecticut * Florida * Georgia * lllinois * Missouri * Nevada * New Jersay
MNew Yark = North Carolina * Pennsylvania * Texas * www, brandonhomaefurnishings.com
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Outfront

BENT, NOT BROKEN. Steve Bullitt (], Joe Angel Bahb (r), and Brady Alland appear in the
Theatre New West production of Ses/, opening at Holocaust Museum Houston en August 19
(rescheduled from last month). Joe Watts directs the searing Martin Sherman drama about gay men
confronting the horror of the Third Reich, presented in conjunction with the museum exhibition ¥az/
Persecution of Nemosexuals 1933-1945 [“Dark Memories," June JuiSmart/. Theatre New West will
give additional performances on August 24, 29, and 31 (admission by donation; reservations: 713/
522-2204, 713/942-8000 ext. 103). Watis may then present a longer run at a local theater.

Photographed by John Conroy
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Telephone 713-524-2502 + Facsimile 713-524-2535 + 1610 Bissonnet ¢ Houston, TX 77005 USA
Monday - Friday 9:30 — 5:30 ¢ Thursday 9:30 - 7:00 + Saturday 10:00 — 5:00
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NEW MUSIC. Fans of the popular, now dishanded, local six-gal band Cowboy's Nightmare will want to
catch The Fematics. This new group consists of four members of the old band, originally formed 10 years ago
to play for a gay pride celebration—which was rained out, recalls drummer Joni Lovvorn. The new hand
(previously known by the temporary name Girls of Cowboy's Nightmare) rocked the crowd in front of Chances
at this year's parade. The gals—(clockwise from seated, left) Dana Starr, Shauna Pryor, Ramona Gerene, and
Lowvorn—will perform at the Chances 10th-anniversary party on August 14.

Photographed by Yvonne Feece
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Boak and Lyrics by Joe DiPietro
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Houston will meet at River Café, 3
p.m., with national board members from
Texas to express views on whether Log
Cabin should endorse Geerge W. Bush
for re-election. Info: Shari Goldsberry,
shari2600 @ yahoo.com.

| = On Aug. 14, Holocaust Museum
Houston sponsors an 8 p.m.
discussion and signing at Borders
Westheimer of NMazi Ghic? Fashioning
Women in the Third Reich, the new
book by Houston Community College
history prof Irene Guenther.
Details: 713/782-6066.

[PROPERTIES|

= On Aug. 21, Balveston Arts Center
hosts Starry Summer Night, an arl
auction benefiting education outreach

Danny Pleason

e,

Making Clients for Life | day spa and §alon

programming, with 5:30 p.m. preview _
and 7 p.m. live auction. 83 2 66 1 1 502 5000 WESTHEIMER « SUITE 160 | AV E DA
Details: 409/763-2403, : ’ T A3 G2sT 9 9 9.5 i
NOU VG IR ORI, KNOWLEDGE « INTEGRITY » COURTESY « SERVICE ‘

]

= Houston Big Men's Club hosts its
manthly social on Aug 21, 7 p.m., at
the Houston GLBT Community Center,
Details: information@

-
houstonbigmensclub.org.
W i Vel £ ik ane Star, by local artist Kermit Eisenhut, is one of fifteen 6-foot statues e n/ , C'e e
+ Women in the rary ; : : ) i B
Arts presents Art for the Heart, an of Mickey Mouse traveling to Hnust.un‘ this rlncnth as part of thf.: 75th t/’ C‘t
exhibition in Heritage Hall, JPMorgan anniversary celebration of the Walt Disney icon. The statues will be on al r ESﬂe 5
i Chase Building, through Aug. 27. display at Plaza in the Park, August 20-October 21. All 75 of the Mickey Mouse EVE’J/ g”es t as
: « The local chapter of Run Against : figures on view around the country, including many demgm.:d by celebrities, will ‘ ! W ! 75 Pall & soheias
| Bush, a grassroots effort to unite be auctioned in 2005 with proceeds benefiting charities designated by the O”e of aur famf/ Sk Ll : 3 sarvios st i
i runners, joggers, and walkers in a ¢ artists. Eisenhut has selected Texas Children’s Cancer Center. ,V Z Rudy Gonzalez
| national campaign, has begun meating g ‘ 888-251-9135
' every Saturday, 9 a.m., in Memorial E
| ﬂrzﬁumr?::n: Bob Levy 281/468- WE SERVICE AND DO WARRANTY REPAIRS ON ALL FORDs*LINCOLN*MERCURYs &
37“5&":1:;“?@""1“'“’“' MOST EXTENDED WARRANTIES including F250 & F350 Diesels and Superduty’s
www.RunAgan 5.0,
A IMPERILED AIDS TROUBLE FUND SETS BENEFT “FREE | FREE - FREE -FREE] FREE | FREE
have resumed family dinners on the }1(; Colt 1:."1 :\T:]:JS_Trnub]v Flund. Wl‘!i.-\.'}l }1El|.\' helped hunldreds of peu;{]t‘ living Ba“er}, Check & Tire Mounting * Tlre Balancing Cash BaCkI FOI’d Factory
fourth Wednesday of the month, with HIV/AIDS since early in the epidemic, now finds itself low on lundsl for Installation 84 Month Valve Stems * 30 Point Inspection 19 Cash Back : e
beginning at 6:30 p.m., at Calé Express the direct client services that it offers. To raise money, the nonprofit group will With purchase of 2 or More Tires o Las ac ol iy robat e
ey S, Ilmils:lil:e “'"anﬁ' i stage A Bare Bones Benefit on August 8, 6 p.m., at Brazos River Bottom. , Ford Battery starts at Call Rudy for our price on the tires you need. | | on Every Dollar of 'aYP;lEW FpORD
528-2083 or joe@milanofamily.com. “\-’fr'e are dm.m to t.lhe_' bare_ bones in emergency rental {?nd ut:hEy assistance for $59 Installed No need to pay those high prices those you spend in service ol b
! our disabled clients living with AIDS,” Trouble Fund chair Rose Smith reports. “Discount Tire” places want i ol ol i 281224, 6805
* The inter-denominational Cathedral “We've had to cut our assistance levels in order to compensate for the increase in hprshoct - ridedld s ] (PNt St DS AR SR L ture purchases up 14 & montha | valid thru August 2004
of the Holy Spirit worships every client load and decreases in charitable donations due to budget cuts with other ;

Sunday, 6:30 p.m., and Wednesday,
7:30 p.m. Details: 832/372-6300,
www.GathedraloftheHolySpiritorg. I

agencies.” : : _ SERVICE - PARTS - BODY SHOP 20403 Interstate 45 North
THEATLS TornBis Ratnd, sprogtom nf e (il S e les Dt SERVICE AND PARTS DEPT HOURS: Monday-Friday 6:30am to 7:00pm Saturday 6:30am to 5:30pm
emergency financial assistance for people with AIDS on disability who are unable

to pay for basic necessities, including rent and utility payments. H SERV|CE DE PART M ENT: (888)'251 '9 1 35
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poucweet by QY WORTH

For Every Move
You Make ....

Customer Focused,
Results Driven

Large beautiful 4-bedroom home with
pool & grotto on a secluded 1+ acres; lushly
landscaped grounds near Lake Houston. $264,900.

Call Jim at 281.748.2279

Jim Manen

Real Estare & Residenrial '\1"’"“.—'7'5" Services

281.748.2279

www.jimmanen.com * jimanen@acl.com

H

ouston’s “A” Division Montrose
Softball League Champs head to
Dallas August 17-22 representing
our city in the highly competitive
“A” Division of the 2004 Gay
Softball World Series.

Over 10,000 players from around
the country will compete in Dallas
in this year’s World Championship
Games — Houston sends 6 teams
competing in 4 divisions. Games
ore rree fo the public all week,

so make plans to be in Big D

for the games ond festivifies.

For more information, contact Mike:

houstonforce@yahoo.com

' & [] [ '_'I'J]' niifll J L & &
Vietnamese
2400 Grant St., Houston TX 77006
13.523 8808
Recognized as a great food location,
but join us for THESE secrers
$1.50 Well Martinis
$2.50 Frozen Drinks
, ) “Yau-( |
31U 1 selecred [
Proud Sponsor of thi
HOUSTON FORCE SOFTBALL
3 TIHIONTMAYAWI DIOIBES 2

Book & Café

2409 Grane St.,, Houston TX 77006

13.323.8835

FREE RENTAL WITH
NEW MEMBERSHIP

Visit the Café f soft drinks
sandwiches, juicy hamburgers, mouth
watering pizzas, cakes, pies, fine
chocolates, and hand dipped ice eream.

L] |"r;'i.ﬂ'.

Proud C'E INSOL :-f- [i‘IL

HOUSTON FORCE SOFTBALL

keneth Zarella

713.203.3533 = kzarella@ev1.net

#> Prudential

GARY GREENE
REALTOHS

“EXCEEDING YOUR EXPECTATIONS IN REAL ESTATE"

QUEENS dish it
Everyone EATS IT
Locals tell it ALL

* WiFi Hotspots

* METRORail Category
* Steaks, Sushi, Seafood

b4-u-eat.com

supports the HOUSTON FORCE

over 12,000 online
Houston Restaurant Reviews

8
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JOHN CONROY PHOTOGRAPHY

\ / 6217 EDLOE
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by Daryl Moore

WEDDED MISS

The commander in chief defends marriage, but from what?

eorge W. Bush has never been
accused of being intellectually
honest. How could he be? He's

neither an intellectual nor honest. But
palitically, he's not stupid. He'll take
whatever position he must if he thinks it
will help get him reelected. Right now, the
hot-button issue is same-sex marriage. Bush
and his handlers have apparently come to
believe it iz a cultural issue that will drive
voters into Bush's column on Election Day.
Initially, when asked a few months ago
about the need for a constitutional amend-
ment banning same-sex marriage, Bush
reserved judgment. But now that the elee-
tion is heating up and Bush needs to shore
up his base, he has begun pushing for a
constitutional amendment to define mar-
riage as “a union between aman and a woman.”
In support of his argument for amending
the Constitution, Bush has stated that the
nation needs an amendment because “mar-

riage is the basis of an orderly society, and
[is] the defining promise of a life.” He added,
“For ages, in every culture, human heings
have understood that traditional marriage
is critical to the well-being of families,” and
“is also critical to the health of society.” He
concluded, “Our policies should aim to
strengthen families, not undermine them.
And changing the definition of traditional
marriage will undermine the family
structure.”

Most of Bush's statements could be

argued in support of same-sex marriage. If

traditional marriage i1s “the basis of an
orderly society.” why not let gays and
leshians marry and be part of that orderly
society, instead of the promiscuous
miscreants the religious right makes us out
to be? If marriage is “critical to the well-
being of families,” then it is critical to let
same-sex couples with children marry since
the well-being of those families is important,

Whether [u r Adam & S

too. And if “our policies should aim to
strengthen families, not undermine them,”
then why not let same-sex couples marry
and strengthen our families?

And before Bush runs around and starts
touting “traditional marriage” as an
institution that can’t be changed, he should
crack the seal on that Bible he beats people
over the head with and read it. If he does,
he will discover that “marnage” is a concept
that has repeatedly changed over time to
become the “tradition” it is today.

Indeed, if Bush would read his Bible, he
might learn that wise old King Selomon had

multiple wives. The Samaritan married five
times. And both Abraham and Jacob had
more than two wives. Hell, Bush's brother
Neil just got married for the second time,
after acknowledging during his divorce pro-
ceeding that he slept with prostitutes while
married to his first wife. Which one of Neil's

1h.-vu: or \ nna & |n

Hussv” & Smi“n l:urll lli‘l.‘-‘ ”u' car ul gyour
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3440 South Loop West Houston, TX 77025
Just One Mile West Of Reliant Stadium!
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REAGAN AND AIDS

by Dale Carpenter

The former president’s death prompts a re-assessment of the record

or gay Americans, any evaluation of

Ronald Reagan’s legacy begins and

ends with his record on AIDS. Ac-
cording to the conventional view, Reagan
was responsible for the deaths of thousands
of gay men.

On the official day of national mourning
for Reagan, the National Gay & Lesbian
Task Force closed its office to mourn those
who have died of AIDS. Executive director
Matt Foreman issued an open letter blasting
the president for “years of White House
silence and inaction.” Eric Rofes, a pay
author, complained that Reagan “said
nothing and did nothing” about AIDS.

But Foreman and some other critics have
gone even further, suggesting that eriminal
malevolence and antigay bigotry drove
Reagan administration policies on AIDS. “1
wouldn't feel so angry if the Reagan admini-
stration’s failling was due to ignorance or
bureaucratic ineptitude,” Foreman wrote in

his open letter. “No, . . . we knew then it
was deliberate.” According to Wayne Besen,
a former spokesperson for the Human
Rights Campaign and author, “We were
considered expendable and forsaken by the
President.” Larry Kramer wrote in The
Advocate that Reagan was a “murderer,”
worse even than Adolf Hitler,

Though exaggerated and somewhat mis-
placed, the negligence theory is arguable
The malice theory is not supportable

First, it's untrue that the Reagan admin-
istration “said nothing” in response to the
disease. In June 1983, a year before the
virus that causes AIDS had even been pub-
licly identified, Reagan’s secretary of Health
and Human Services, Margaret Heckler,
announced at the U.8. Conference of Mayors
that the department “considers AIDS its
number-one health priority.” She specifically
praised “the excellent work done by gay
networks around the nation” that had

HOUSTON

and fitness.

houstonbuyerselub.com + 3224 Yoakum Blvd

vitamins and nutritional
supplements for health

spread information about the disease.

Despite the oft-repeated claim that
Reagan himself didn’t mention AIDS pub-
licly until 1987, he actually first discussed
it at a press conference in September 1985.
Responding to a reporter’s question about
the need for more funding, Reagan ac-
curately noted that the federal government
had already spent more than half a billion
dollars on AIDS up to that point. “So, this is
a top priority with us,” Reagan said. “Yes,
there's no question about the seriousness of
this and the need to find an answer.”

Still, Reagan could have said more. He
could have offered sympathy for the dving
and inveighed against discrimination. He
could have urged prevention education. A
master at using the bully pulpit for causes
he believed in, Reagan manifestly failed to
use it on the suhject of AIDS,

In this, it must be noted, he was hardly
alone. Most paoliticians of the age either —

HIV

August 14", 3 pm, "What your doctor may not have time to tell
you." with Lark Lands, Phd

All events are held at HBC unless otherwise noted.

RSVP

* 7135205288 REQUIRED

Mon-Fri 10am-8pm ¢+ Sat 10am-6pm * Sun Noon-Gpm

RSVP Required. Please call the

Houston Buyers Club
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!j KNAPP CHEVROLET

_' » Conveniently Located Near Downtown

« Free Shuttle Service

« No Hassles, Pressure or Gimmicks

« We Treat You With Respect and Dignity

« Low Overhead - Competitive Prices
. « Family Owned and Operated Since 1939

« Flexible Appointments/Personalized Service
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K“ AP P\ B . in/out Calls Possible
- CHEV ROLET | e « Overnight Test Drives Available

713-228-431] » Mention OutSmart Ad When Calling or Visiting

KNAPP CHEVROLET
By 815 Houston Ave. * Houston, TX. 77007 e
B Fax 713.331.3024 » www.knappchevy.com
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FREE i

FREE window tinting or hand painted pinstripes with purchase of NEW or PRE-OWNED automobile i
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URBAN P Spectacles

by L.a. Eyeworks ON MONTROSE

4317 MONTROSE BLVD  £YE EXAMS - DISTINCTIVE EYEWEAR

?13.52?39 7 PHOT0: GRER RORMAN copyvight |.a Eyewnrks

marriages qualifies as the traditional one?
Marriage does not need Dubya to defend
irs. I

has transformed from a concept that

it. It has endured for thousands of yes

included polygamy to one that permits a
man to be married to one woman—at a time
It has survived individuals who have
multiple divorces between trips to the s
altar (Newt Gingrich, Liz Taylor, I1.-'1 uI
Trump). It has aeccepted annulments fo
individuals who went out single in Vegas
and woke up hiteched (Britney), or for
individuals who just didn't want to count
their years of marital bliss as a marriage
{Rudy Giuliani, dissolving his 14-yvear mar
riage to his second cousin)
Marriage has withstood being used as a
ploy for foreign individuals who want to
move to America and gain instant eitizen
ship by marrying an American they hardly
know to Provie |II|I cover for gay politicians
(Michael Huffingtor

Arianna’s ex, came out and got a diverce

seeking a Senate seq

after losing his bid to unseat Dianne Fein-
stein). If one thing has been proven over

18 tough. Marriage

time, it 1s that marriage
will endure

Still, if Bush is |||I serious about
defending marriage, and he really want

be intellectually honest, he will su

constitutional amendment that defines

MATrTIAfe® A8 "4 maot mous lletime unior

between a man anc woman.” That wo
'Il'.!lll\ be defendin &’ traditional marriage
from the abuse it has suffered at the has f-
of straight couples for thousands of veas

[f marriage can tolerate heterosex:
|u||p:--.-, it can tolerate same-sex coupl
There’s !|U‘.|1|.'|',' we can do to the concapl ol
marriage that ‘-'11'.||_:_|'.| !'1r-|-t||| haven't

g
already done to it themselves
Writing from the liberal side, Houston atior
Daryl Moore

7 7 »
ooard certified i el appeillate faio.

| practice an

failed to grasp the seriousness of AIDS
grasping it, were reluctant to discuss openly
a disease spread primarily through anal sex
and dirty needles. For years. New York City
mayor Ed Koch, a liberal Democ:

presiding over the epicenter of the disease,
refused even to meet with AIDS groups
AIDS was not mentioned from the podium
of either national party convention in 1984,
“Silence” about AIDS was a national failir
not one |'I|.'l'll,l<"l|' to Reagan.

.“\':':'nlu:'i, it's untrue that the ]:l_';!;_-.m
administration “did nothing” in response to
the disease. Deroy Murdock, a gay-friendly
conservative columnist, has reviewed

federal spending on AIDS programs during

the Reapan yvears. According to Murdock,
annual spending roge from $8 million in
1982 to more than $2.3 billion in 1989, In
all, the federal government spent almost $6
billion on ATDS during Reagan’s tenure.
It’s true that Congress repeatedly added
to low-ball Reagan budget requests for
AIDS. But that iz a familiar dynamic be
tween any White House and any Congress:

The White House under-funds a program

knowing that Congress will add to any

proposal In the 1990s, for example, the
Republican Congress added to Bill Clinton’s
budget requests for the AIDS Drug
Assistance Prog

Reapan's sti NTiNess or '\E]!H funding, i

I|1\.lr- what 1t was, was not due Lo antigay

malevolence, but was an extension of his
stinginess on funding other domestie pro-
grams. In this, too, Reagan was not alone
I'n his book And the Band Plaved On, Randy
Shilts notes that in 19583 New York governor
Mario Cuomao, a hero to liberals, nixed (on
fiscal grounds) the Republican-dominated

state senate’s bid to spend $5.2

million on
AIDS research and prevention programs
Cuomo’s state health commissioner re
.-l'ri-l.l[il :i to criticism :>_'\ sayving |}|;,r Nyper
tension was a more umportant hea th 1ssue
for ate.

y Ild have spent more, but that
And

funding would

» said of federal spendin

idditional
have accomplished much. “You could have
poured half the national budget into AIDS
in 1983, and it would have gone down a rat
hole,” savs Michael Fumento an author
1ssues. We
simply didn’t know enough about the disease
1y

Gay journalist Bob Roehr, who has

I.'!Il*l':_\ followed AlDS deve il:-_;r||||'|':f,- tor 20

specializing in health and science

early an to spend huge sums wis

years, concurs *I hawve little reason to
believe that a different course of action by
Reagan would have significantly altered the
scientific state of knowledge” toward a cure
or vaceine, he savs

Aside from spending, it was Reagan’s
surgeon general who sent the first-ever bhul-
letin to all '\|]1|'|'||':-Il :'||-'|'_|',-\ warning expli-
citly about AIDS transmission. Reagan
created the first presidential commission
dealing with AIDS. And, in 1988, Reagan
barred discrimination against federal
employees with HIV

As for Reagan being a murderer, we
should remember that he didn't give
anybody AIDS. We ourselves hear the lion’s

share of responsibility for that.

side, Deale

atSmart in

n .'I.I'-'-I..-;.--.','m.-,l_u, Carpenter

Minnesota Law School pri Wessor

2001 Jefferson 7531 Wesiheimer
13.783

713-526-0005 Fax 713-524-1602

GLEBET Full Service Clinic
Well Male/Female Exams & Physicals
HIV+ Treatment and Education
Hepatitis B & C Treatment

3701 Kirby, Suite 428 Houston, Texas 77098

Best Dim Sum o v wow— DBest Vietnamese

Restaurant”™ — \ \ Restaurant”
—HOUSTON PRESS ' —HOUSTON PRESS

KIM SON

RESTAURANT

“America’s Best Ethnic Restaurant”
—BON APPETIT

’ Private Parties up to 500 people ’ Catering/Delivery available

12750 SW Frwy
0054 281.242.3500

Catering Information

713.222.2461 713.783 713.222.2404

www.kimson.com infTo@kimson.com




II'ISIdQOIIt at (Itv Hail Telecom Shepherd
by Annise D. Parker 3105 Shepherd

POLITICAL MOM 713.874.1800
The controller shares her family’s adoption story F amilg Pl an

’ WIRELESS SERVICES INC.

addy Les taught me to fish, to love The Road 3o Adooti In Texas, most foster kids are older (2-
baseball, and te play chess. I R IRPREI SR 17), minorities, and have troubled pasts.

handed him tools while he worked  Kathy never thought she wanted children. To improve the odds, President Bush $ 69 9 a month fo.r 2 lines
and followed him everywhere 1 could. I was I am either very persuasive or I just wore  increased funding for adoptions, made 2
lucky to have a father like Daddy Les. He her down over the 12 years we discussed them easier, and created a special website,
raised me and nurtured me. it off and on. As difficult as raising any www.adoptuskids.org. R ; :
| We weren't related by blood, as I am to  child can be, the biggest hurdle may have ® Unlimited ﬁlghlﬁ & weekends
' my biological father, wherever he is. Daddy  been the early adoption discussions be- ® nlimited mobile to mobile
Les married my mom when I was 3 and  tween two middle-aged, career-oriented In January of 2001, we filed papers through ™ L[mg distance included
formally adopted me (and my little sister)  lesbians! We weren't getting any younger.  Adopt 2000 (www.adopt2000houston.org), ®R : included
when [ was 12. We agreed to seek to adopt older kids in an organization established to streamline oaming includec
There are many ways to make a family, the United States. the process and enhance cooperation Corporate Telecom Telecom Shepherd Vichandy Wireless  Telecon wantow"
and many kinds of families. Most of us know ;'wc][‘)]:‘ in the com- among local adoption agencies to try to 12320 Bellaire Blvd 3105 Shepherd'@WAlabama 5122 Bissonnet 2808 M.I
December 6, 2003, was one of the munity who have ;'u']up[l}(] children. It's dramatically increase the number of 281.568.6108 5 llam
proudest mights of my life. 1 had just won reaching epidemic proportions! Like adoptions. The alliance represents seven * : 713.874.1800 713.664.2221 713.807.1100
the runoff for Houston eity controller. Fami- most states, Texas doesn’t ban gay Houston adoption agencies, including vdcnal Magiuiary Progranms o oF e per e, apgic | ; skl arihiag Wil g i o AR el o AR b
ly and friends stood beside me on stage as | adoptions. Potential parents find kids Catholie Charities, DePelchin, and e by e -I.l_:-l--ll-l: _--.--1.------e.-II-IIII:I-I-III---.-. i Tt 2 08 o adiihicnal i I.I'".; " ey i ekt Smig s
introduced my life partner, Kathy Hubbard, privately, through this or other states’ Spaulding for Children, and works with the !
and my new ri;-Luj.,rhu-r.-: Marquitta, 8, and agencies or abroad. The need for good Department of Family & Protective JL o [.-,.I... s ‘“!lll';':
Daniela, 13, to the world. The morning  homes in this country alone is stagger- Services (formerly Child Protective i ! " s o A a ¥
paper carried Hu photo of our increasingly ing. There were 130 000 children in foster Hr‘l'k'i(‘l—'.—'--hlE'J]::l\"l“ children who are in state : r ; . ;
common American family care in 2002, About 50,000 were adopted. custody and available for adoption. — — e e ==

We Can.Do"Wonders For Your Repiitation

’.’_’

«#.of course!

EATEHING
P 4

4 %' We'll raise the
; standard with fabulous food
served with imagination and style,
wiwt r you're doing box lunches for the , : dorez
office;a cocktail reception or'seated dinner. .': : L in Realtor \

“It's a brand new world.”

"l arrived at PRIDE physically, firll'_t'ia"_\' and spiri-
tually bankrupt. Years of drog and¥leohol abuse had
finally left me without the strengtfifto fight the fear
and depression that had taken ovemy life. PRIDE
gave me the tools necessary to deal ith eve ryflay'jffifu
and the courage to face my fears., 3 :
.dl'l ful jllll I'm ."uilln-' hack to sq
pr(-a-.pm for my family and frie
&\'r‘t‘)’ rlay with enthusiasm."

475 31 ek s Susan

The nation’s leader in treating the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and

uS a Transgender communities for over 17 years.

- Y www.pride-institute.com
Y PRIDE |

A Call Harold Kelly at of course catering
~and wLmt vmn repummn nnprmm £
2t H‘u“'

INSTITUTE
8%‘54'PR]DE i M New York. N)

Summit, NJ

Dallas, Minneapolis, MN
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~antinued from orevious nage
| i winued from previous page

We chose Spaulding as our adoption
agency. 1 began the process by applying
to be a single adoptive parent, living in
an openly leshian relationship with my
life partner. The first step was completing
a preliminary questionnaire and a crimi-
nal background check. From the very be-
ginning, Kathy and [ intended to eo-parent,
and all the agencies treated us equally.
Since this state deesn't acknowledge our
relationship. I was the adoptive parent on
all the paperwork. (As you might have read
in the Chronicle, we planned to file this way
because conservative Hl'|-|1||'|1'it:’| :III|,-_'|'- mn
Harris County won't allow gay or lesbian
couples to adopt jointly.) I finalized the
,Il.|r|[iEillI| in November 2003, H.Il]l_\'
I|.1'||1.-.:|_‘. .'|c|up1z-:| the girls this "Ll:.} in San
Antonio. Like Austin and Dallas, San
Antonio hasn't been bitten by the Harris

County strain of judicial homophobia.

Parenting classes are :1'..'|:|l|:-_1.|-1'_\'_ We waited
for the next cyele to start. We were a little
nervous about our first class, Out of 10
couples and a few single parents, we were
the only GLBT couple, but not the oldest.
Our classmates included several couples in

their mid-50s.

ISSImal

“salon & spa__—

Evpect Morell!

The classes seemed designed to scare the
hell out of us. They focused on the traumas
that most kids in the state foster care

system have experienced and the kinds of

scars, literal and figurative, those traumas
ean leave. We were taught technigues for

dealing with a range of possible behaviors,

from difficult to dangerous to disgusting
Adopting -“'!:-‘l‘i'i{il'I'I["‘.'l'!?" children is defi-

nitely not for the faint of heart!

The Home Study

After we made it through the initial
checks and the classes, the real process
started. We completed a very detailed
guestionnaire, and we each wrote a
personal essay about our families. We were
asked to b VETY honest about the type
of child we wanted—age, race, gender
disahilities.

We scheduled a home visit with the
caseworker Spaulding assigned us. First
crisis: She never showed up for the
appointment. We finally called and were
informed she had had a medical emergency
We were assigned a new caseworker. We

waited a few more weeks. It was a nerve

'.\1';1-.'Li||;_ but |'L-i.|‘|i\|~|_\' |-.';|‘.s.'»'.-- pr
The caseworker observes your living
--'.|-'_'.I||ii|'_ What

kind of diseipline would you give a child?

conditions. And she asks

We hove stondards and so do our clients. That's why only highly
trained & speciolized artisans ore on stoff of Bellissima. Pul us 1o
the test todoy. We're confident you'll be completely impre_md,

bellissima salon & spa

Hair - Master Hairstylists
Professional extensions
Custam color and Highlights

Skin - Faciols, totol skin core ond
hoir removal by our
on stoff Medical Estheticion

Massage - Individunlized Massage Treniments

2615 Kipling (at Kirby Drive) - 713.533.1858

Tuesday & Thursday Som-Bpm - Wednesdoy & Fridoy Sam-Epm - Soturday Bam-4pm

Call Bellissima today and expenience the difference!
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How were you disciplined as a child? What
was your upbringing like? Why do vou
want to adopt? How strong is your
:"l,'i.:li':un.-|'ni}n'.’ What are vour attitudes
about sex? Kathy and I were interviewed

together and individually

Waiting

The agency had warned us the process
could take a .

months to get to the point of waiting for a

while, It had taken us eight

child. Parents can either submit prefer
enees and let their easeworker search for
children or look through pictures and pro
files on websites. We were approved for
one or two children, 2 to 10 vears old, of
any race. We waited. And waited. And
waited through summer and early fall.
When [ asked the social worker, he said
he had kept our home study out of the lo
cal pool for adoptions to protect my pri-
vacy becausze | was such a well-known les-

hian elected official

To Be Continued ...

I'll finish this story next month, even though

vou know how it ends

JESUS...

‘nuf said!

Community Gospel Church

www.communitygospel.org

Bringing the World's Best

“New York's most daring string quartet sensation, Ethel.”
- Strings Magazine

i

ey o
®
P

i R . iu--’; P % %
Fridav, Sepsember 10, 2004 8 p.m.
Wortham Genten’s Gullen Theatep

IFyou haven't seen Ethel in person, you will be amazed at just what a string quartet

can do. Don't think high-brow recital. Think wild, innovative, improvisational rock

conceri. No kidding. Forget any pre-conceived notions you have about violins, cellos

and the like. Sure, Ralph Farris, Dorothy Lawson, Todd Reynolds and Mary R
are respected by classical music crtics. But there is a reason why the likes of Shery
Crow, Roger Daltrey, and Joe Jackson have collaborated with these incredibly creative

artists. Together, this foursome explores new and fun possibilities for a string quartet,

and they are as entertaining as anything you have ever seen or heard.

For tickets call : For group tickets call
713.227.4SPA ' 713.632.8114

www.spahouston.org Mi SWACO
i

Continental =0
Airlines &%

PN ARTS s

A KUHFS87F]
K TALK o EUHFSS.AM

SOCIETY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

Brooks Ballard

I?GMAC

MORTGAGE AND RELOCATION

www.brooksballard.com

4150 Westheimer, Highland Village « 713.522.7474
=

Tl‘w Community's Best Grocery Store,
OutSmart Gayest & Greatest
Readers' Choice Awards 2003.

Your Kroger Signature store ofMontrose
offers one-stop shopping coypéRtignce.
Gk’ W

v MEAL CENTER

v NUTRITION CENTER
v ORGANIC PRODLUIGE
v WINE CHILLER

v FLORAL SHOPPI

v FTD WORLDWIDE FLORAL DELIVERY
v PHARMACY :

v DELI/PASTRY SHOPPE

¥ SELF SERVICE SEAFOOD

v SARA LEE SANDWICH SHOPPE

v ROTISSERIE CHICKEN
v FLAME GRILLING

3300 Montrose Blvd.
713.526.7865 i
Pharmacy: /1 3.526.1239 g .

25




GenerationQut

by HA.T.C.H. Writers

Matt, 18~

v name is Matt, and I

would like to talk to you

about how being bisexual
has affected my life and everyone
around me. It all started when I was
in the eighth grade. | started noticing
that I was staring at the other guys
in the locker room (and I am not
talking about your friendly hello
stare either). My friend noticed that
[ was “checking out” the other guys
[ tried to deny myself the pleasure
of being bisexual by lying and saying
[t wasn't till later
on when I finally came out that I

[ was “straight.”

understood that when a person lies
to himself, it only gets suppressed
deep in the subconscious and starts
to eat him alive.

Since I have come out, people
have asked me if [ am gay, which
football jock 1 would sleep with, if 1

have multiple sex partners

whether I go to “gay clubs.” '\u\\
hearing all these questions might
spark some anger in some people, but
the truth is that a lot of straight
peoples’ perception of the gay, les-
bian, bisexual, transgender, and
questioning community is that we
only live for sex, drugs, and rock and
roll (which some of us do), but that's
not even close to the truth. I mean,

we have emotional feelings and

experience anger, joy, lust, and even depres-

sion just like they do. The only difference is
that we like the same sex, both sexes, or
we're just not sure what we want.

Now, | was only in the eighth grade, and
I had just lost my grandfather two years
earlier. I had a lot of emotional baggage to
handle, so imagine what it was like to
suddenly realize that you are also either gay
or bisexual. It was a really tough trans-
action that has changed my life. I am happy
to say that now [ have fully dizscovered who
I am and what I am about. It has taken a
lot for me to get here, but [ made it. I stand
victorious while most of the other people
from eighth grade are living miserable lives.

Another interesting thing happened to
me before [ got to this point. When I was
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gh and
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starting my first semester ¢

senior, I went through a rml
difficult time. [ wasn't accepting that I was
hisexual. I wanted to be “normal” like the
rest of the student body. I kept hearing

different things like, “Oh, you're gay” or

“Well, at least [ am normal and come from

a normal family." That was very, very
III=IL:'|':L:|in:4. not Ill':|_\' to me, but also to all
the other gay, lesbian, bigexual, and trans
gender people in the school. I mean, there
is no such thing as normal when it comes to
one’s life and personal choices. I didn't know
where to turn or where to g0, I felt hike my
family hated me and always wanted to put
the blame on me, s0 I ran away and turned
to drugs and alcohol to try and solve my
problems. As it turned out, that only made

Do

things more complicated. I started by
missing one day of school—that one
turned into three, the three into four,
the four into five, and so on. I missed
from November 2003 until January
2004. T almost dide’t graduate and
went back to school with a “well, 1f 1
don’t graduate this year, then serew

it” attitude. I cursed out teachers and
got an attitude because I thought I
wasn't going to graduate., But as I
had the good fortune of knowing
Bertiss Norris (my teacher since
seventh grade), [ praduated on time
with the class of 2004

Since I have come out, [ have
noticed that I have been extremely
happy, worked harder in all my

classes .-iill-:l started to l"-i 0me more

active in my community. I am cur-
rently a member of the HAT.C.H
Youth Steering Committee and a
member of my school’s GSA. 1 would
also like to say that I have only
achieved these feats with inner
strength and with an incredible will
to survive and the support of my
family and friends. There have been

hurting myselfor worse, Without my
MM OF Stepmom, there is no way |
would have made it this far. And
without my sister, | would stall be out
on the street doing drugs and aleohol.
I kept thinking to myself that I eould
not trust anybody, that I was alone. Well,
as 1t turned out. I was not alone. In fact, 1
had more support from friends than any-
body 1 know from my school. I have learned
that when a person is in greatest need, hisg
mother will always be there no matter what
the situation. A mom can be a powerful aid
when you need her. And that will end my
story. Just remember, your mother will

always be there, even miles away.

SOre u,r the writers int olved with HA.TC.H.
thute a recwlar column to OutSmart, The
..I.;.'u.ﬁr'.r for the Houston Area Teen
Coalttion of Homosexuals is 7131 529-3590

cont

* Becauseof the age of the writers and the n
many have for confidentiality, OutSmart will
identify most HA.T.C H. contributors by first

names IJ|'|'.'I-\.'.

many times when [ thought of

el
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PiraTES BEACH

First in Real Estate Sales
and Vacation Rentals
on West Galveston Island.

Family Welcome

13706 FM 3008,
at the entrance fo Pirates Beach

Galveston, TX 77554
www.sandnsea.com
409.737.2556 = 800.880.2554
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Swuly rain soaked Montrose in the week leading up to
the June 26 GLBT Pride Parade. But on Saturday the
nmhelﬂuﬂThepmmpihﬁmmrhmdotmulwm
people, which seemed smaller than last year’s throng,
though every bit as enthusiastic.

Bill White became the first mayor to walk in the annual
m&rharmnhnﬂmhdthammby car; a
diaﬂneﬂmwiﬂmutmﬁl difference—except to some local
rabble on the right, which for some inscrutable reason
seemed more offended by White’s on-foot jaunt.

mmm:mmmmm

Photos by
Dalton DeHart
and Yvonne Feece




Don't Rain on Our Parade!!

continuved from previous page
b

)
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THE WINNERS

The judges evaluated the 137
parade entries and bestowed 13
awards:

* Judy Garland (best,
performance):

Krewe of the Moons of Uranus
* Rainbow (bhest lighting):
Bering Memorial United
Methodist Church

* Ruby Slipper (best walking):
Continental Airlines

* Fabulous (best costume);
Smirnoff /Diageo

* Stonewall (best social
commentary:

Holiday Inn & Suites Galleria
* Pride as Big as Texas (best
interpretation of theme):

Els

* Aria (best creative sound):
Houston Pride Band

* Pink Diamond (best for-
profit float):

JPMorgan Chase

* Priscilla (best nonprofit
Moat):

Community Gospel Church
* Spirit of Montrose (best,
overall entry):

Krewe of Olympus

* Judges Choice:
Countrywide Home Loans
* Judges Choice:
Halloween Magic

* Judges Choice:

Unity Through Sports

-
J

MAINTENANCE
Personalized Service Catering to YOUR Automotive Needs

. Engine Repair » Suspension & Steering
— Heating & A/C = Brakes & ABS Systems
“ Emissions Control Systems » Tune-Ups

ays gets it RIGHT
me. His honest
estimates, affordable service,
and attention to detail
e ted a reputation of
Y for over 20 years.
hAuto Maintenance is my

auto repair guarantee.”®

“;) Alan Davidson

~ QOwner, Essenfial Touch
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15% OFF TOTAL PI D REP| { THIS AD!
37 Waugh Dr. »= Houston, TX
713.863.8244

(2
N HOUSTON PRIODOE BANDO

Now calling all

concert band musicians
Get your instruments out of the closet!

Now is the time to join the Houston Pride Band
as we enter our fall concert season.

Rehearsals are every Wednesday night, 7:30 p.m.,
Resurrection MCC,
2025 West 11th @ TC Jester.

For mare [nformation call 713-B62-9491 o email info @houstonprideband.org

Save the Date
Houston Pride Band Fall Concert
October 2, 2004, 7 pm
Resurrection MCC

(Qut Smart
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cﬂwwwm
musical theatre bover?

Get fabulous with the GLBT community
for an extraordinary evening at TUTS and
Artista restaurant in the Hobby Center.
First, experience a smashing musical,
then join the cast members for a cabaret
evening with live piano music.

Out at TUTS on Wednesdays - what could
be more fun? Subscribe now to receive a
coupon for 10% off food and drinks after
these performances - compliments of
Artista (request code Out94).

.- }ﬂ

Dec. 8, 2004 Feb. 2, 2005

STEFANIE POWERS

Rodgan &

.
KING Axp |

March 23, 2005

Catlty Rigby

DR P

May 11, 2005

PR
%:“ #@mthnderThejm s

713.558.8887
www.tuts.com
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Going to the
Chapel?

Not yet, but at least some news is good on the gay-marriage front

Last month, the Republican-ted
effort to bring the Federal Marriage
Amendment to the Senate floor failed,
thanks in part to some GOP senators
who defected from the president’s camp
and voted no. Give no thanks to our
state’s senators, however. Not only did
both John Cornyn and Kay Bailey
Huichison vote yes, they helped lead
the charge,

But don't order that frame for your
legal-binding marriage certificate yet.

There is a long, difficult slog ahead.
And rest assured that the right wing
and the religious right will continue to
use the same-sex marriage issue as a
tool for attempting to inflame and
[righten the electorate and to make
money. Things promise to get ugly
before this presidential election—
and beyond.

"An informed community is a strong
community,"as radio host Cindy
Freedman states every week on This

In his new book Gay Marriage: Why It Is Good for Gays, Good for
Straights, and Good for America, Jonathan Rauch makes an
impassioned case for legalizing same-gender bonds. Here, an excerpt.

ry to imagine life without
marriage. If today you are
married, imagine that
tomorrow, as though in a
Kafka tale, vou wake up to
find that vour marriage has never occurred.
Moreover, your marriage cannot occur.
There is no one for you to marry, or at least
no way for you to marry the person yvou love.

arriage
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Your spouse may still be with you but now
1s not your spouse at all, but your “partner,”
or your girlfriend or boyfriend or companion
or live-in lover or significant other or just,
80 to speak, vour squeeze. You are not
exactly sure how to introduce this person
You and your companion may think of
yourselves as married, but your friends and
family and coworkers may not see yvou and
your partner (or is it companion? or lover?
or friend?) as married, and certainly the
government and the law do not. Then again,
perhaps you are single, Without the special
bonds of marriage, and without the familial
and social and legal support which marriage
conveys, your relationship broke up during
a bad patch a few years back. Now you are
unattached, possibly looking for someone—
someone whom you know you cannot marry.
You are no longer a single person looking to
marry or between marriages. You are
between “relationships.” That is not the
same thing. Your future has changed,
probably not for the better.

Now push your imagination a step
further. Erase marriage not just from your
present but from your past. Imagine looking
back on a childhood and youth without the
prospect of marriage. From the dawn of
adolescence, when you first felt the beat of
love in your breast, you have known that
you would never marry anyone you felt
passion for. Your first kiss was a kiss —

Way Out (atring on KPFT's Queer
Voices). With that in mind, we offer
some recently received same-sex
wedding books—some educational,
some inspirational. Jonathan Rauch
provides an excerpt from his compelling
neiv book, Gay Marriage: Why It Is
Good for Gays, Good for Straights, and
yood for America. Then in a compelling
essay, Lynne Huffer offers an entirely
different take on the issue—though
certainly not the Republican one.

Jonathan Rauch is a correspondent for 7he
Atlantic Monthly, a senior writer and
columnist for Mational Journal, and a writer
in residence at the Brookings Institution. He
is the author of several previous books on
public policy, culture, and sconomics,
including, most recently, Gavernment's End.
Why Washington Stopped Working. He is
vice president of the Independent Gay
Forum and lives outside Washington, D.C.
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BOOKS Planning, Pictures, and Politics

Gay and Lesbian Weddings: Planning
the Perfect Same-Sex Ceremony
David Toussaint with Heather Leo
So, you're looking for a
wedding planner, something
short of Martin Short—no
pun intended—or J.Lo7 Well,
Gay and Leshian Weddings
(Ballantine Books, www ballan
tinebooks.com) may just be
the only planner you'll ever
need! From announcements to
invitations, to caterers and haneymooning with your honey,
Toussaint and Leo cover it all and everything in between.
Having planned and planned and even carried out my
own hig fat "Jewish” wedding, | read this book with a
keen and sometimes jaded eye but, overall, | wasn't
disappointed. The authors definitely cover all the topics,
answer most of the questions, and provide worksheets
and timelines for planning and budgeting for the big event.
And, nat to worry, the authors do recognize that everyone
is different and weddings in the backyard in bare feet
and cutoffs are just as valid as weddings on a yacht
cruising to the Greek Islands. But, really, this book is best
suited for those who are going to plan a traditional wedding
gay and lesbian style! Filled with tips and advice as well
as cheeky little comments, this hook, if nothing else, will
bring some humor to what is otherwise a pretty stressful
process. Big pluses are the wedding countdown calendar
and the list of resources at the end of the book. Se, go
forth with this book in hand and plan the wedding of a
lifetime! From Ballantine Books (www.ballantine
hooks.com). For more info; www.davidtoussaint.com.
~Colleen R, Logan
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We Do: A Celebration of Gay and Lesbian Marriages
Edited by Amy Rennert

We Do captures the historic moment when, in one city,
all United States citizens were granted the right to marry.
When San Francisco’s mayor Gavin Newsom (who wrote
the foreword for We o) ordered City Hall to begin issuing
marriage licenses to gay and lesbian couples on February
12, thousands of couples from around the world lined up
to take their vows, inspiring other cities to follow suit. As
intense public debate continues, We Jg captures—in all
its joy and diversity~the humanity and celebration of the
country's first history-making weddings. Drawing from
news photography of ceremonies in San Francisco,

Portland, Oregon, New Paltz,
New York, and New Mexico's
Sandaval County, here are
weddings both traditional and
unconventional; brides and
grooms in flowing white gowns
and blue jeans; and a touching
album of happy couples, from
two leshians who have been together 51 years to dads
with babies in arms. A joyful celebration, We 0o stands
witness to the fact that we are all created equal in love,
From Chronicle Books (www.chroniclebooks.com).

~Suzie Lynde

Same-Sex Marriage: The
Personal and the Political
Kathleen A. Lahey
& Kevin Alderson
The first of its kind, this landmark
boak presents an in-depth look at
_ 5‘ contemporary same-sex marriage,
doeumenting the activism and legal
sl yictories that made this issue front-
page news, and detailing the stories of couples who have
married. Shunning the typical practice of obscuring names
and faces, these couples share their experiences, joys,
and pains. At the heart of Same-Sex Marriage is how we
define our civil liberties: the distinction between
heterosexual and homosexual legal unions, between
interpretation of religious and civil law, and society’s
definition of “family" The authors explore these issues
through their individual strengths as legal expert (Lahey)
and psychologist (Alderson). Chronologically, Lahey
presents the legal history and cases that stand as
milestanes, which have defined new legislation in several
states and countries. Alderson reveals the experiences of
16 gay couples who, in their own waords, tell us about
their lives as individuals, as parents, as activists, as gays
or leshians, as members of society, and as married
partners. From Insomniac Press (www.insomniac
press.com). =Troy Carrington

The Updated and Revised Version of Same-
Sex Marriage: Pro and Con, A Reader
Andrew Sullivan

Perhaps now more than ever, the GLBT community neads
to have their facts straight about the pros and cons of
same-sex marriage. Today, we are looking down the -

M DVD Four Weddings and No Funeral
ay Weddings, a warm and funny, poignant and surprising eight-part (a total of four
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hours) documentary series, explores the hearts and minds of two gay couples
and two leshian couples as they navigate the roadblocks to their unions. The series
showeases the four very different ceremonies—a private hackyard wedding in the high
desert, a tropical beach party in Puerto Vallarta, an elegant deco restaurant affair, and
a Hollywood extravaganza—that are the culmination of months of planning, dreaming,
fighting, and forgiving. » Gay Weddings originally aired in 2002 on the Bravo channel,
This new DVD release includes never-before-seen footage and an update on each
couple (over 60 minutes) and how they are doing today. From Ventura Entertainment
(www.venturadistribution.com). =SL

Going to the Chapel?

continued from page 32

without hope of marriage. Your first date
was a date without hope of marriage.
When you discovered sex, if, too, was
without hope of marriage. True love
means, lirst and foremost, a love which
ends in lasting marriage. For you, true
love in that sense is not possible, and
never has been possible, and you have
grown up assuming it would never be
possible. Your heart, now, is not the same
heart. Tt has changed, and perhaps not
for the hetter.

And now, if I may try your patience,
push your imagination still further, to
the outer limits of strangeness. Imagine
not only yourself without marriage:
imagine a whole community, a whole
culture, without marriage. In your com-
munity, no one is married, no one has
ever been married, no one ever will be
married, and everyone has grown up

from childhood taking the absence of

marriage for granted, What is this
community, your world, like? More
unstable than the one you were ac-
customed to before your Kafkaesque
metamorphosis, no doubt: probably less
healthy, less happy; perhaps [ull of sex

but not as full of love. It iz a world of

fragile families, a world marked by
heightened fear of loneliness or aban-
donment in old age, a world in some
respects not civilized, because marriage
is the foundation of civilization.

Over time, many people in your
marriageless world, possibly with you
among them, succeed in forming and
sustaining enduring attachments, and
that success, against considerable odds.
is a credit to human resilience. But,
without society’s help and encourage-
ment, finding and forming lasting bonds
has been hard. Even if, over time, most
people in your marriageless world
manage to pair off and act married,
without marriage their relationships
and their world are not the same. The
law sees only individuals, never couples;
the larger soeiety is not sure what to
make of these so-called partners. Their
world remains incomplete, unfinished.

I think it is difficult, probably
impossible, for most heterosexuals to
imagine life without marriage. If, on the
other hand, you are gay, you have not
had to exercise your imagination much
at all. For generations, homosexuals
have come of age understanding that
their love separated them from marriage
instead of connecting them to it. They
lived in a world turned upside down. —
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SAME SEX

harrel of a congress ready to pull
the trigger and vote to actually
amend the Constitution and ban
same-sex marriages. An act that
reeks of such blatant discrimination
that it makes its sister vote, the
unprecedented and unheralded
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA)
vote almost make sense. Almost.
Clearly, same-sex marriage is a political and social
tinderbox that has ignited controversy in the press, the
courts, legislative chambers, and kitchen tables across
this great nation. It fs an issue that s and continues to be
ane of the most contentious cultural issues and one that
is likely to figure prominently in November's presidential
election. Whether you suppart same-sex marriage o not,
Andrew Sullivan's anthology of the 2000-year-old debate
surrounding same-sex marriage Is a must read. It covers
the issue across a wide range of historical settings from
Plato and Montaigne to the landmark court decisions in
Hawaii and Massachusetts to DOMA, civil unians in
Vermont, and the current drive for a Federal Marriage
Amendment. In looking through each lens of history as
well as the broader lens of the conservative right and
liberal movements, Sullivan methodically and cogently
presents the arguments for and against same-sex
marriage. You will be surprised by some opinions,
comferted by others, and downright pissed off by more
than a few. Wade through it anyway—knowledge and the
ability to articulate a pesition may be our greatest weapon
as we brace for this latest national convulsion. Fram
Vintage Books (www.vintagebooks.com), =CRL
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Why Marriage? The Histary Shaping Taday's
Debate Over Gay Equality

George Chauncey

Just as he drew upon the
unparalleled historical knowl-
edge that established him as
the principal author of the
influential Historians’ Amicus
Brief filed in the landmark
Supreme Court sodomy case
Lawrence v. Texas, in Why
Marriage? Gearge Chauncey
shows how the demand for the freedom to marry emerged
from a decades-long struggle. Chauncey also reminds us
of the pervasive discrimination faced by lesbians and gay
men only a few decades ago, when the federal government
fired thousands of gay employees and restaurants were
shut down for serving hamosexuals. And he shows how
the continuing discrimination faced by gay families—in
insurance, pensions, and child custody struggles—led them
to campaign for the protections of marriage. Chauncey
offers an electrifying analysis of the history of the shifting
attitudes of heterosexual Americans toward pay people,
from the dramatic growth in acceptance to the many
campaigns against gay rights that form the background
of today's demand for a constitutional amendment. He
also develops a riveting analysis of how the religious
opposition to interracial marriage and desegregation just
50 years ago sheds light on the sources of opposition to
same-sex marriage foday. Drawing upon his deep
understanding of American history, Chauncey illuminates
what's at stake for both sides in this contentious debate.
Available August 17 from Basic Books (www.basic
hooks.com), =TC

GEORGE

CHAUNCEY

WHY MARRIAGE?

g4
7

Compiled by Blase DiStefano

* President Bush wants a Constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriages. A Constitutional
amendment—oh, yeah, yeah, like he knows what a Constitutional amendment is. (David Letterman,

Late Show with David Letterman, 2/04)

= My friend Merrill Markoe once wrote that one of the most compelling reasons to hope that gay marriage
becomes legal is that gays may end up doing for marriage what they do for run-down neighborhoods:
restore it to its original splendor. No question that the photes of gay couples getting married these days
are far more moving than those perfectly posed pictures of men and women in the Sunday Styles section
Gay couples are usually celebrating love that has lasted, which is, of course, the hard part about marriage.

(Writer/director Nora Ephron, The Nation, 7/05/04)

= Same-sex marriage boils down to property and inheritance rights, or, to use the current relevant terms,
to medical benefits and Social Security. No prablem there. When it veers into soppy sentiment about the
state's affirmation of love and a lasting union, | think about prenuptial agreements, divorce rates, and
deadbeat dads. (Author Susan Brownmiller, The Nation, 7/05/04)

= ... There is nothing spiritual, mystical, or romantic about the state's license to marry~it's a legal
contract, Thus, Gearge W. Bush is right when he says that “marriage is a sacred institution” when speaking
as a Christian, as a member of his Methodist church, But as President of the United States and leader of
all Americans, believers and unbelievers, he is wrong. (Rev. Howard Moody, The Nation, 7/05/04)

= The Sopranes rocks, even though it's on the same time as Alias. | guess that's what TIVo's for. | love my
TiVo. In fact, | would marry TiVa if President Bush would allow it. (Actor Kevin Weisman, Entertainment

Weekly, Summer Issue 'D4)
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continued fram page 34

Ag hard as it is now for heterosexuals to
imagine life without marriage, that is
how hard it was, until comparatively
recently, for homosexuals to imagine life
with marriage. If homosexuality has
long seemed grotesque and threatening
to heterosexuals, and if heterosexual
convention has often seemed cruel and
oppressive to homosexuals, the main
reason is not the difference in sexual
orientation as such but, rather, the mar-
riage gap, which is really an imagination
gap. Neither side could imagine the
other's world. To be homosexual meant
not to be married. To be married—
happily and honestly married—meant
not to be homoesexual.

One of my childhood memories is
of a day when, as I sat on the piano
bench in the family room, it dawned
on me that I would never be married, 1
have a distinct recollection of that
moment. | did not discover or learn that
[ would never be married; I merely
recognized that I knew it, That day was
a long time, I think about fifteen
vears, before I understood I was homo-
sexual. Throughout my childhood and
youth, I had ne notion of sexuality, but
I did understand that marriage was
not for me. Much later, after struggle
and delay, I established caring relation-
ships, but by that time I had grown up

seeing life through the weird prism of

marriagelessness, I assumed things
would never change. I would never have
two wings and fly, and I would never
be married.

During the last decade of the twen-
tieth eentury, a miracle happened,
although some would call it a night-
mare. In the early 1990s, gay people
started talking as never before about
getting married, and a lawsuit in
Hawalii, where a same-sex couple sought
a marriage license, forced the country
to listen. The lawsuit failed (Hawaii
foreclosed it by amending the state
constitution), and the initial public
reaction ranged from panicky to
dismissive, Most states passed laws
against same-sex marriage, and so did
Congress. Some Americans kept lis-
tening, however. Polls showed that
young people were not nearly so op-
posed to same-sex marriage as were
their elders. A sprinkling of churches
began to conduct gay wedding cere-
monies (not legally binding, of course).
The law edged toward same-sex mar-
riage, too. Vermont's Supreme Court

ordered legal parity for gay and straight
unions, and the state responded with “eivil
unions” for homosexual couples. Some
European eountries moved in the same
direction, with the Netherlands adopting
full-blewn gay marriage in 2001. The idea
of gay marriage, though still politically hope-
less, began to seem at least less bizarre.

Then, in 2003, something else hap-
pened. It was as if a trigger had been
pulled and a gunshot was fired in a quiet
room. A Canadian court ordered the
province of Ontario to recognize same-sex
marriages. Only days later, the United
States Supreme Court struck down
sodomy laws, in a decision—Lawrence v.
Texas—which conservatives widely (and
wrongly) believed would soon lead to the
legalization of gay marriage by the federal
courts, Gay activists used the sodomy
decigion as grounds to file suit in Arizona
demanding a marriage license. (They lost,)
Other Americans sued for U.S, recognition
of Canadian gay marriages. Conservatives
panicked. Some of them said not just that
same-sex marriage might happen but that
it was practically a done deal. Gay
marriage, wrote Ramesh Ponnuru in
National Review, was “not quite inevi-
table.” In the same magazine's online
edition, Maggie Gallagher, a conservative
columnist, gave notice of the apocalypse.
“We are poised to lose the gay-marriage
battle badly,” she said. “It means losing the
marriage debate. It means losing limited
government. It means losing American
civilization.” As if in answer, in November
the Maseachusetts Supreme judicial Court
declared the exclusion of gay couples from
marriage to be in violation of the state’s
constitution, and gave the legislature six
months to take action. “The marriage ban
works a deep and scarring hardship on a
very real segment of the community for no
rational reason,” ruled the court. “We
construe civil marriage to mean the
voluntary union of two persons as spouses,
to the exclusion of all others.” Even for
friends of same-sex marriage, things
seemed to be moving disconcertingly fast.

The bang Americans heard in 2003 was
an opening shot in what promised to be a
political and social conflict of years’
duration. More even than that, however,
it was the sound of the imagination gap
snapping shut, Hardly anyone was ready
to imagine same-sex marriage. Now
everyone must imagine it.

Excerpted from Gay Marriage: Why It Is Good
for Gays, Good for Straights, and Good for
America, by Jonathan Rauch. Published by
Times Books. Copyright © 2004 Jonathan
Rauch. For more info and an audio reading:
www.writienvoices.com.
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The author on the
Rice University
campus: “The
problem with
marriage, straight
or gay, is that
marriage
discriminates.”

en people find out I'm

a lesbian, they immedi-

ately assume I'm for

same-sex marriage, I'm

not. As a woman who

used to be legally married to a man, I want
to say, “Been there, done that. No thanks,”
Lesbian comedian Kate Clinton puts it

well: “I thought one of the advantages of

being a leshian was that you didn't have to
get married.”

Let me be clear: 1 abhor the current
effort by Bush and other conservative
Republicans to amend the Constitution,
thereby adding discrimination to our

country’s founding document for the first

time in history. I abhor diserimination of

any kind.

And this is my peint: The problem with
marriage, straight or gay, is that marriage
discriminates, Marriage discriminates
because it legitimizes some relationships at
the expense of others. Achieving the right
to same-sex marriage will not change that
fact. It will simply create a category of “good”
gays and lesbians who will now receive the
benefits that “good” heterosexuals have
always had.

In the meantime, unwed parents, single
people, those who set up households that
differ from the married norm will continue
to be second-class citizens because of their
unwed status. Those relegated to the
categories of “good” and “bad™ will shift
somewhat, but the categories themselves
will remain. Not only is this unjust, but it
will intensify the pressure to conform to the
married norm

And what, precisely, is this norm? The
deeply revered, hallowed institution we call
marriage is, more often than not, a smoke
screen that hides nasty little problems like
adultery, domestic violence, and escalating
divorce rates. Given the reality of what the
norm actually is, I find it difficult to
understand why people want it so badly.
Wanting rights T understand. Wanting love,
absolutely. But marriage?

The key question here is, How can we
as a culture envision a just society? Moral

by Lynne Huffer
Photo by Steven David

philosophers have long agreed that a policy
is unjust if'its benefits for some are achieved
by harming others. Gay and lesbian
activists fighting for same-sex marriage
agree with this. They argue that we must
push for gay marriage precisely because the
numerous benefits conferred on hetero-
sexual married couples—access to health
insurance; tax advantages; property,
inheritance, and custody rights; next-of-kin
privileges in-hospital visitation and medical
decision-making; immigration and natural-
1zation benefits; to name just a few—should
be available to same-sex couples as well,
Conferring those benefits on gays and
lesbians, the reasoning goes, will erase the
discriminatory effects of marriage

But I don't buy this argument, any more
than I buy the conservative position that
affirms the sanctity of marriage as a rela-
tionship between a man and a woman. I'm
irritated by the clichés on both sides of the
issue, I've seen far too many *balanced”
Fl-'lllk-'i.-' and newspaper editorial pages where
the pros and cons are l‘:l.t'L'I'l|||_\ presented,
as if promoting “both sides” of a debate
about how precisely the lines of discrimi-
nation should be drawn will somehow lead
to a just policy. Justice is not achieved by
debating a question that itself reflects an
unjust position. The question itself is wrong.

Missing entirely from the mainstream
debate is a political analysis of the insti-
tution of marriage itself. Same-sex marriage
will do nothing to undo the disecriminatory
effects of an institution that ties basic rights
like health care to whether or not the
government sanctifies the forms of our
loving relationships. Despite the Hallmark

images of marriage as the expression of

private, individual love, marriage is in fact
a three-way relationship involving two
people and the state. I have yet to hear a
convincing argument about why receiving
basic rights and benefits means bringing the
state back into my bedroom. (Wasn’t the
Texas sodomy law just recently struck
down?) Marriage is founded on the premise
that the state must regulate our most
intimate relations, including what we do in

. A Contrarian View

Same-sex marriage? No thanks.

bed and with whom. The rewards we receive
for allowing the state to police us have
nothing to do with sex. So why do we insist
that those rewards and marriage remain
bundled together?

Gays and lesbians will object that by
arguing against gay marriage, as [ am do-
ing here, I end up supporting the forces of
homophobia. It's a risk I'm willing to take.
At stake here is the possibility of true pub-
lic debate about the problems that affect our
lives. We live in an age where opinions about
issues ranging from the war in Iraq to Janet
Jackson's breast are reduced to sound bites
labeled for and aga Surely as a society
we are more intelligent thar

Others may object that critiquing
marriage itself is impractical and unreal-
istie, Same-sex marriage advocates will
argue that marriage is the only way to
achieve equality. I disagree. There are Many
ways to improve access to health eare,
negotiate child custody arrangements, or
ensure the more just distribution of tax
revenues. The strategies we pursue to
achieve those goals k our ethical com-
mitments to our political choices. Take, for
example, the issue of access to health care,
Rather than focusing solely on marriage, the
GLBT movement could choose a very
different political path. Gay, leshian, and
transgender activists could form coalitions
with universal health care activists to work
toward the goal of creating a system that
would provide quality health care for all
members of society, not just those who,
through marriage, may reap the spousal
health eare benefits that come with employ-
ment or economic privilege.

Putting everything in the marriage bas-

ket limits our vision of what the good life
might be. We must be willing to strive for
creative forms of living beyond marriage
that do not privilege some at the expense of
others,
Lynne Huffer is director of the Program for the
Study of Women and Gender and professor of
French studies at Rice University. She and her
partner of 10 years, Tamara Jones, were both
on the Outsmart Peaple to Watch list in 2003,
They do not want to gei married.
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In il_liﬂlln room, a Venetian mirror over the mantel adds a touch of sparkle and repeats the

|
upf‘-apa:e of the abundant windows. The furniture is an eclectic mix, downplayed against the

battle with blindness. The orchid on the table evokes the painting—only one example of how
. - . gy
evefy piece in the rogm flows effortiessly from itself to the next. —+ ¥
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In HJIJ the Houston Daily Post hailed the
fheighborhood of Eastwood as “a model
suburh . . . one of the most convenient,
:%Itii\’l‘. and beautiful homesite

hdditions in the city of Houston.” That very

i m Oscar Weyrich, president of Houston
B&;ﬂt and Trust, built his family residence
g astwood. With a deep, shady veranda
and a screened second-floor sleeping porch
gmha the width of the fagade, it was the
wery first house on the street.
=:le] England and Sonny Garza

‘purchasedithe old Weyrich home 10 years

ago, thus beginning its transformation into

a comfortable backdrop for peaceful living
and gracious entertaining while stabilizing
the integrity of the structure to insure its
continued existence

Both being men of substance and flair,
England and Garza acted as their own
decorators and contractors for the
renovation. Working on a house of that
vintage, the couple faced a myriad of
obstacles worthy of making the average
homeowner surrender—or, as many
Houstonians do, bulldoze. Aside from
making decorative and cosmetic changes to
this lovely old architectural find, the
owners installed central air and heat,
replaced rotten wood, gutted and rebuilt
kitchen and bathrooms, refinished floors,
replaced electrical and plumbing systems,
and erected a high iron security fence. For
England and Garza, this home project has
L']t';.il'f}' been a labor of love. At the same
time, the spirit of the fine old structure
has seemed to act as an entity of its own,
driving the owner's enthusiasm,

The interior of the England-Garza
home now projects a daring mix of classic
furniture and contemporary art with a
sophisticated Southern air. Upon entering,
a visitor might be struck by a sense of
elegance, even grandeur. But once the
initial dramatic impression subsides, the
whimsical and playful personal touches of
the owners become evident. The
unexpected details and engrossing art
pieces set this residence apart. —*
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Art isn't always at home without a
proper vignette. A focal point in the
dining room, the Sergio Bustamante
sculpture of Frida Kahlo is displayed
on a simple pedestal, with a Mexican
cross above it and a patinated piece
of art pottery below. Knowing how to

mix fine art with whimsy can express

appreciation for a great artist.

When a room is the epitome of

eclecticism, it is, for lack of better
words, just fabulous. One of the
most beautiful rooms in Houston,
the upstairs study boasts a
comfortable mix of antique
furniture and personal mementos.
The conte crayon drawing of the
couple over the antigue sofa is by

Yi Lee. The massive painting over

the dresser is by Dixie Friend Gay.

With its symmetrical
architecture and unassuming
street appeal, the Craftsman-
style residence was built in

1913 by a Houston banker.
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:ait Sid' storv continued from previous page

In the guest bedroom, the

couple's whimsical side is
Hfithe dining room, for example, a sculpture called Plumb Bob Tomato by the artist Laura
"Ee¥y hangs in a corner. Almost chandelier-like, the piece is construeted of buttons, wire,
and bizque doll arms.

The couple also shares an affinity for the work of local artists. Major examples of work
by Dixie Friend Gay hang in the formal dining room and in the study. In both paintings
ithe plain of the flat canvases and classically rendered surreal subject matter is shattered
byithe insertion of deer antlers. England and Garza also admire the work of Eastwood
Pésident Ryan Geiger, whose home and studio is less than a block away.

The surprising juxtaposition between old and new, between reverent and cheeky,
exténds from inside to out. There seems to be a visual surprise at every turn. For
‘example, outside on the veranda, swinging languidly in the breeze between sturdy white
eoliimns hangs a massive curvilinear stainless steel mobile with static, seemingly

gvident. Furniture that is
period to the house mixes
with an unexpected
collection of Venetian
masks, antique toys, and

curious art ohjects.

dancerous, frayed edges. An art piece purchased in Wimberley, its presence is quite
unanticipated—especially when coupled with sweet, white-painted Victorian-style wicker
furnifire @nd the soothing song of wind chimes.

“Until three years ago, the backyard was unusable,” Garza says of the home’s
surroundings. So with the help of landscape designer Richard Dawson, he embarked upon
the renovation of the yard and addition of the pool.

“Sonny is especially good with placement,” England compliments. “And he designed the
pool area for entertaining,”

Once again, trouble arose due to the age of both the house and the neighborhood. “We
encountered a septic tank when digging the pool,” Garza explains with a wince of
revulsion. “The house had never been connected to the city sewer.” An ambitious projeet
from the start, the yard ended up taking twice the time to complete and costing twice their
original budget. But the couple considers the expenditure money well spent and only one
more step in the responsibility of preparing a 91-year-old house for the 21st century. —
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Mid»Century Pavilion

2215 Washington Avenue
Houston, TX 77007

= Mid-Century Modern
= Art Deco
* Arts & Crafts

Furniture Lighting
Paintings + Sculpture

Buy + Sell * Consign
Dealer space available

global modern ho Now Open Sundays!
complimentary in-homed&sign service

2411 west alabama, one blogK east of kirby A collection of dealers

omple free parking * mon-sdfM0-7 son 12-6 Hours: Tuesda:rf through Saturday: Noon to 7pm
www.shopatcities.com #5713-528-2662 iuﬂday. NGD”_tD 4pm
713-863-1986 email: info@mid-centurypavilion.com

Matthew Vest
Branch Manager
713.291.3884

L.Q-/n exvecefolioral
/2(’{"9’44{3)@/200(/ deserves
(e

e 'z."c‘aye liornal servece.

Larry Carter
Home Loan Consultont
713.320.5419

Cody Grizzoffi
Home Loan Consultant
832.541.1103

John-Robert Charles
Home Loan Consuliant
: 713.284.5360 x224
Scott Pelzer
Home Loan Consultant
713.703.7299

Matalie Carr
Home Loan Consultant

281.630.4123

As seasoned home loan consultants, we are proud to offer considerable experience backed
by the technology, resources and products of one of the leading lenders. Together, we strive
to offer the highest level of customer service in the industry and will bring to you:

Featured Property of the Month
Kenneth Zarella
Prudential Gary Greene, Realtors
713-203-3533

* Convenient and personalized home loan process.
* Local decision-making for fast reliable answers to your home financing questions.

Beautiful recent construction i . , .
5 g * A wide variety of home financing options.

J Bedroom 2.5 Bath plus study
and gameroom. Master down
Single family on full lot. Totally
upgraded. .. $425.000

As part of the Countrywide family, we will make you feel
right ot home. Contact a team member individually,
or ¢all Countrywide today.

600 West Bell

1939 West Gray, 2nd Floor 713 284-5360

o

e

e
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£ast Side Sto

conimued from page 4+

Buy Smart. Live well!

Where the furniture has an atritude, not the people!

| England and Garza

| |' surround themselves with
| | playful art in the master
bedroom. Simplicity is

key here, but the

luxurious mink throw 1 v
| 2 Gallerie®, Restoration Hardware Room & Board
across the footboard of . : X ! e e el : 4
| Re Storehouse® or other fine retailers and are willing to
the antique sleigh bed is arego the frills of fancy boutiques & expensive stores
o I e L i YO EVeRCOEY i

a year-round staple.
NEWPORT

FURNISHINGS

| 3200 KIRBY DR. Ste.102 * (713) 524-8429 713. 741 _I_J;:\.' \\:.;t,\,;-I|T|..\..-l||.l|l I;|f||.l-:l.|.,lrh|”| 15, COMm
| Centrally located near The Astrodome/Reliant Stadium
h(‘l’]lﬂd L.. A;C" t kPr(’h'" Fhoenlx | Albuquergque | Denver | Houston | Kansas ity
Las Vegas | Minneapolls | San Antonlo | Searrle

Mon -Sat10-6 * Sun 12 -

Just ag Eﬂ_gland and Garza are proud of their home, they are enthusiastic about the
neighBeEhood’s history. England has become somewhat of an authority on Eastwood
Dew@loped at the turn of the previous century by William A. Wilson, the
neighBaf@od sought to be a “distinetly high-class home center and a tangible example
of mod@Fommunity development,” according to promotional materials of the time.

Eastw@edWas only a 15-minute ride from downtown on the streetcar "A M UST SEEI ”
Thesk880s and 1960s took a toll on the neighborhood as more and more residents "

moved#@he suburbs. Eastwood began to show its age as the fine old custom-built In Eastwoad, Bill England and A \ (not mUSW)

homeg#ellinto disrepair. “Through the 1980s, nothing east of downtown was even on
the rad@Fscreen,” England says. “But many attribute the gay and lesbian residents as Sonny Garza have preserved a
holdigg@the neighborhood together during the hard times.”

P fact, there are five gay-and-lesbian-owned homes on England and Garza's block

FABULOUS
Sunday Brunch

BOTTOMLESS

Mimosas

piece of forgotten heritage in

alone. “Eastwood has always been very accepting” Engls SHYE . : :

1lo e, Ea wood has *jlu iys been very accepting England says a city that is sometimes
With the rejuvenation of downtown, many

Houston residents have rediscovered the vak-lined reluctant to recognize its

| streets and stately Craftsman-style homes of

historical past.

Eastwood. “We just love it here,” Garza says.

L AURTE R C A F E™guWT N

3139 Richmend Avenue = Houston Texas 77098
Phone: 713.807.1632

g ll‘

I.Il LA

'ﬂﬂu" -

Bill rejoins, “Plus it's much less
hectic than Montrose.”

Troy Broussard writes about interior design

for OutSmart. The magazine'’s readers

| 1 named him best interior designer in the last

i Gavest & Ureatest survey ("So Gay, So

' Great,” October 2003). Sunday Brunch
11 to 2:30

Lunch
Tuesday through Friday

Dinner
Tuesday through Sunday

www.lauriercafe.com
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“Dot
by dot..
building
| | up the
Imasge... ]

g .Q

Marion E. Coleman

Your Lﬂfnmmm] Image Inker!
| Mmank You OutSmart readers for voting
.\l.il'i:m {.nltrm.-m
“Top Fernale Gay Business Person.” AGAIN!
House of Coleman
Fine Printing & Graphics
| utviina |
| ACJ’CTON TX “rO*--lnf‘“

13,504 9643 & Hom l' - r~ Houston's gay, leshian, bi, and trans magazine
S 713.521.0340 o g

READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS

2004
*

This is your chance. For the 8th year, we

7 AUTO ACCIDENTS
1 /- DWI
i /I CRIMINAL

want to know about your favorite things.
Where you eat. Where you shop. Where you play.
Complete the whole ballot or just respond
to the categories you like. The ballot deadline
is Thursday, August 19, 2004 at Noon.

Look for all the results in the October issue of OutSmart.
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1 Tl BALLOT PARTIES 2004

BRIAR PATCH ¢ Fri, Aug 6 * 8 PM » 2312 Crocker

UNDERCURRENT (Galveston) * Sat, Aug 7 * 8 PM » 3102 Seawall Blvd,

JR’S BAR & GRILL » Wed, Aug 11 » 10 PM « 808 Pacific

CHANCES BAR * Thurs, Aug 12 » 8 PM » 1100 Westheimer

HOLLYWOOD BOOK & CAFE ¢ Fri, Aug 13 » 8 PM » 2409 Grant

OQutvSmart

RAINBOW ROOM -+ Sat, Aug 14 « 8 PM « 527 Barren Springs (off Ella Blvd.)

Houston's gay, lesbian, bl, and trans magazine

8TH ANNUAL

READERS' CHOICE AWARDS

METEOR * Mon, Aug 16 * 9 PM * 2306 Genesee at Fairview
Special appearance by King Henry VI and Texas Renaissance Festival actors

2004

HOLLYWOOD VIETNAMESE 8 CHINESE RESTAURANT ¢ Tues, Aug 17 * 6 PM
2409 Grant * Special ticket give-away for the Society for the Performing Arts

* GUAVA LAMP ¢ Wed, Aug 18 * 8 PM « 2159 Portsmouth

t each party, the OutSmart
gang will be distributing
Gavest & Greatest ballots.

Complete your ballot and hand it to
one of the OutSmart folks. When
you submit vour ballot at one of the
parties, you become eligible for a
chance to win prizes [must be pres-
ent to win], including OutSmart
“Pink Sheep of the Family” t-shirts,
Texas Renaissance Festival passes,

and MORE!

Ballot Box Locations

HOUSTON

Guava Lamp—2159 Porfsmouth

JR's Bar & Grill—808 Pacific
Chances—1100 Westheimer
Baba Yega—2607 Grant

GALVESTON
UnderCurrent—3102 Seawall

Hollywood Book & Café—2409 Grant
M2M—3400 Montrose

Meteor—2306 Genesee

Rainbow Room—527 Barren Springs
OutSmart Magazine—3406 Audubon Place

Galveston Island Tours—2021 The Strand

Vote online at www.OutsmartMagazine.com
Mail your ballot to: OutSmart » 3406 Audubon * Houston TX 77006

**% PEOPLE *x%x*

VOTING DEADLINE:
THURSDAY, AUGUST 19, NOON

Community Hero (Male)

Community Hero (Female)

Best Male GLBT Business Person
Best Female GLBT Business Parson

Maost Prominent Male GLBT Activist Best Attorney
Most Prominent Female GLBT Activist Best Eye Doctor
Most Valuable Volunteer Best Physician
Leading Male Fundraiser Best Dentist
Leading Female Fundraiser Best Chiropractor
Most Divine Drag Queen Best Therapist

Favorite Politician

Best Male Massage Therapist

Best Female Massage Therapist
Best Male Personal Trainer
Best Female Personal Trainer
Best Vieterinarian
Best Astrologer
Best Interior Decorator
Best Male Insurance Agent
Best Female Insurance Agent
Best Male Real Estate Agent
Best Female Real Estate Agent
Best Male Hairdresser
Best Female Hairdresser
Favorite Community Photographer
Best DJ (and where does he or she spin?)

Best Male Bartender (where does he tend bar?)

Best Female Bartender (where does she tend bar?)

Favorite Radio Personality
Best TV Guy
Best TV Gal
Favorite Male Pro Athlete
Favorite Female Pro Athlete

*xkk COMMUNITY **x

Favorite Social Organization
Favorite Philanthropic Organization
Favorite Community Organization
Favorite Benefit Event of the Year

*% BUSINESS/SERVICES >*x*

Most Supportive of the GLBT Community (Local)

Most Supportive of the GLBT Community (National)

Best Local Website
Best National Website
Best Internet Provider

Best Bank/Credit Union

Best Mortgage Company

Best Title Company

Best Home Builder

Best Home Remodeling Contractor
Best Landscaping Company

Best Fumniture Store

Best Fumiture Store on a Budget
Best Grocery Store

Best Specialty Food Store

Best Catering Firm

Best Liquor Store

Best Gift & Accessories Shop
Best Resale Shap for Clothing

Best Resale Shop for Other Treasures
Best Place to Buy Greeting Cards
Best Auto Dealership

Best Auto Detailing Service

Best Place to Buy Music

Best Place to Buy Books

Best Place to Buy Cellular Phone
Best Place to Buy Electronics

Best Place to Buy Erotic Playthings
Best Tattoo Parlor

Best Place to Buy Women's Clothes
Best Place to Buy Men's Clothes
Best Place to Buy Drag Essentials
Best Garden/Nursery Supply

Best Dry Cleaners
Best Place to Buy Pet Supplies

Best Florist

Best Antiques Store
Best Jewelry Store

Best Place to Buy Eyewear

Best Bed & Breakfast or Hotel/Motel
Best Airline

Best Travel Agency
Best Travel Website

Best Gay Cruise or Tour Company

Best Car Rental Agency
Best Day Spa




*x%x% DINING % Favorite Pro Sports Team

Best New Restaurant

GLBT News Event of the Year

Best Restaurant for Peaple Watching
Best 24-Hour Restaurant

*%¥x% AFTER DARK *X%

Best Restaurant for Elegant Dining
Best Restaurant for Cheap Eats

Best Restaurant for Outdoor Dining

Best Breakfast

Best Brunch

Best Lunch Spot

Best Dessert

Best Coffee House

Best Barbecue

Best Cajun
Best Chinese

Best Cuban

Best Greek

Best Hamburger

Best Indian

Best Club for Dancing
Best Club After 2 a.m.
Best Women's Bar
Best Piano Bar
Best Drag Show Bar
Best Place to Two Step
Best Club If You're Under 21
Best Place to Shoot Pool
Best Place to Watch Male Dancers

Best Place to Show Off Your Leather
Best Happy Hour
Best Margarita
Best Martini

Favorite Brand of Beer

Best Italian

Best Mexican

*%% ABOUT OUTSMART *%*

Best Pizza

Best Sushi
Best Thai

Best Vegetarian

Best Vietnamese

Best Dining Category We Forgot

Best Place for a First Date

Favorite part of OutSmart

Stories you'd like to see us cover
Where do you pick up OutSmart?

How often do you read OutSmart?

Never MissAn lssue L0 BXaYear (O GXaYear'd 3XaYeard Occasionally '
How long do you keep issues of OutSmart ?

1 Month (3 2 Months 2 2-3 Months .3 3+ Months (L3 1 year+ [

Best Houston Spot to Take Visitors

Best Downtown Night Spot

Best Place to Worship

Best Gym/Place to Work Out

Best Tanning Salon

Best Theatrical Production (National Tour)
Best Theatrical Production (Local)

Best Concert of the Year

NOW about YOU...

Complete this information to enter a drawing for prizes. Please PRINT.
Name
Address
City State Zip
Daytime Phone —Evening Phone

Email Address
Gender

Age Range: Under 1810 18-2500 26-40(0 41-55(0 Qver 50

Income Range;  0-25K[J  25-35K (2 35-40K [ 40-50K 0
50-65K 1 65-75K(0 75-85K 0 85-100K 3 100K+

Would you like us to send you an QutSmart Pride Card? Yes 1 NoQ
Would you like to order a subscription for home delivery? Yes (1 No'Jd

hot-diamonds-man

You Need Therapy.

Massage therapy now available at Muscle Mechanics.

Relax your mind.
Relieve your stress.
Restore your muscles.

Call now for your appointment.

MuscLe MecHanics

THE GYM FOR PERSONAL TRAINING

713.523.5330

WwW.MUSCLEMECHANICS.COM
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Dykes
Like Spike?

Iristan Taormino, leshian consultant on Spike Lee’s
controversial new film She Hate Me,
lalks about serving as resident dyke on the set,
agreeing to disagree, and Lesbian Boot Camp

1wy did the leshian
cross the road? To
get pregnant, ac-
cording to Spike
Lee's latest movie
She Hate Me. Why
did the film eritic cross the road? To
get away from She Hate Me.

Despite a well-crafted performance
by Anthony Mackie and a half-dozen hot-
button topics such as corporate fraud and
lesbian parenting to distract the
audience, She Hate Me manages not only
to miss the mark, but to also offend most
of its viewing audience in the process.

Anthony Mackie, a talented and in-
telligent actor, }'ﬁﬁ_\-‘n lead character Jack.

A biotech exec who gets blacklisted when

he reveals that his company’s claims of

developing an AIDS vaccine are fraudlent,

Jack is desperate for money. In walks Jack’s
ex-girlfriend Fatima (Kerrv Washington) and
her new lesbian lover, Alex (Dania Ramirez).
The couple want to have children and are
willing to pay Jack $10,000 to impregnate
them, After some haggling, Jack agrees. Then,
Fatima brings around some of her lesbian
friends who also want to get pregnant, each
with $10,000 in hand. Jack manages to knock
up 19 lesbians before he gets arrested for
securities fraud, a frame-up by his old boss.
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by Olivia Flores Alvarez

OK, a little Messy, but not bad.

Now add the fact that Jack not only brings
each and every lesbian to orgasm on his sperm-
squirting assembly line, but he even tempts
the “I don't do dick™ Alex into not only “doing

dick” but also watching while her lover does
some, 100,
Oops.
Lee has presented these women as healthy, happy
lesbians who have chosen to have female-female sex
and are suffering an under-the-sheets session
" with Jack only in an attempt to get pregnant,
but somehow they each have an orgasm
during a three-minute hump with a man
they don't love
Can you say “statistical improb-
ability™
Tristan Taormino, a consultant on the
film, recently visited Houston during a
national She Hate Me [']T‘I:I'I!'nlfiun';'l] Lour
She spoke to me about the controversial
film. A journalist and sex educator who has
written for The Village Voice, Penthouse,
and On Our Backs, Taormino led a
“Lesbian Boot Camp” for the She
Hate Me actresses, educating
cul-

TADRMING

them about leshic
ture and acted as resi-

STaM

dent lesbian on

IHTESY TA

the set during

Spiked?: Tristan Taormino

filming.

Olivia Flores Alvarez: How did you get
involved with the She Hate Me project?
Tristan Taormino: Spike found me through
my writing. He called the publisher of On
Ouwr Backs, which also publishes Girlfriends.
I'hat’s how he tracked me down, but I'm still
not all that clear what it was about me that
drew him to me, although I think it’s an
interesting match, an interesting meeting
of very different minds.

What was your first reaction to the project?
[ read the script and [ thought, Wow, thisis
going to make a lot of people very angry. So
[ was faced with a decision—do I run
screaming or do T stay?

[ stayed. And now I'm getting heat for
it; but, to me, Spike’s a powerful guy and he
has aceess to a huge audience, especially in
the African-American community. It's a good
thing to have someone with as much
visibility as Spike to discuss the kinds of

ssues [covered in this movie).

You worked with the actresses, exposing
them to lesbian culture, right?

We had a period before the production
where we did something called
Leshian Boot Camp. This probably
sounds more fun than it was. We did
ots of presentations and meetings to
sive the actresses the information
they needed for their characters.
Obwvi-ously, the majority of women in
this movie are women of color, and I'm not.
Spike somehow picked a white woman to
ome in and tell them about being a lesbian
f color. That meant that I had to bring in
lots of other women to talk to them, too.

We talked about identity, eommunity,
politics, and history. I brought in panels of

peakers, dykes from all walks of life who
vere different from me, so the actresses
ould quiz them. I took them to a couple
of lesbian bars.

And I was on the set for most, but
not all the days of shooting. So I was
sort of a resource for them and for Spike
to kinda quiz about any questions they
might have had.

What has the audience reaction been
in the screenings you've been
attending?
lhe BCTEENINZS have been VEry
omplicated and unpredictable. We've
lone New York and Chicago, and I
think people there have had very
different readings of the film, They
interpret things differently and are
offended by different things,
Everyone seems universally
offended by the three-way kiss
[between Jack, Fatima, and Alex].

Need a man?: Alex

Straight and gay people have both been
offended by that. After that, the sensibility
seems to change with each audience.

What has their reaction been like to you?
You said you've been getting heat for
working on this film.

People in Chicago were telling me, “T can't
believe you could stand to stay in the same
room with [Spike].” And I had to tell them,
“Spike might not be the spokesperson for
GLADD [Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against
Defamation|, but I think he has evolved. I
haven't lost hope that people can continue
to evolve, continue to learn. Spike has
certainly done that, and I'm willing to work
with anyone who at least has an open mind.”

People have been having a little bit of

trouble understanding that I was not the
writer or the director of this film. I gave
opiniong, not orders. Spike asked me what
I thought and I told him. Then he added that
to his own opinion, along with the actress
involved and lots of other decision-makers
I was not a decision-maker. I was a
consultant. Big difference.

“I read the script and | thought,
Wow, this is going to make a lot
of people very angry.”

Did you think your opinions were listened to?
He listened to me. That doesn't mean he
changed his own thinking or changed what
he was going to do in the film. But ves, I
think he took what I told him into account.

We have so many battles, Spike and I,
to this day. We disagree a lot, about a lot of

things. To be in the same room with someone

(Dania Ramirez, |} and Fatima (Kerry
Washington) want a child and are willing to pay for it.

and disagree, but still be able to respect each
other, still be able to discuss without
attacking each other, is wonderful. To keep
butting heads, but in that process to keep
moving an inch toward each other, is great.

There were lots of times that T would be
talking to Spike and he would be rolling his
eyes. Other times when he would be talking
and I would just be shaking my head.

Some of the discussions at the screenings
have been like that, where people disagree
with Spike and disagree with each other but
still all stay in the room, still continue to
talk to each other. That’s what [ want to be
part of, not just name-calling or boycotting.
I'd rather have people talk to each other,
even if they don’t change each other’s mind,
than to have everybody just shut up

Is the film what you expected it to be?
Not really. I was there for the filming, and
yvet when I saw the final cut, 1 thought, Wour,
the mood of all this is completely different
from what I saw being created. With the
music and the editing, everything sort of
shifts and changes.

Are you happy with the way the film
shows lesbian characters?

This is not my vision of 19 lesbians
of color who want to get pregnant.
This is not my vision, and I'm pretty
sure it's not ;.[chIJIL{ to be lots of other
people’s vision of 19 leshians of color
who want to get pregnant. This is Spike’s
vision, and I totally get that as a filmmaker
and an artist, he has his own goals.

For me, the more that's out there, the
better. Even if it isn’t exactly what [ would
want to see, I'm still glad it’s out there. I feel
that this will help to pave the way for other
representations and mayvbe those will be
closer to my vision, closer to my truth.

[ don't need everyone to run in and
love the mavie. I just want there to be
dialogue and discussion about this
stuff.

[ think it is brave of Spike to tackle
all this. Sometimes it isn’t very clear
what he's saying about all these issues,
but the fact that he's at least dis-
cussing them 1s great. He's throwing
all these issues out there and saying,
“You decide.”

It raises so many issues, that that's
enough for me.

I think this is a beginning. I think
he's breaking new ground. I don't think
it's perfect, but it’s a start down the
right road.

An entertainment writer, Qlivia Flores
Alvarez interviewed RuPaul for the July
issue of OutSmart.
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connecting business and community

The LaDay Group

A full service public relations and advertising firm

offering an innovative and results-driven approach

chECk Up | — to publicity and marketing.
]Oe Pel'eZ - & v | public relations Alton LaDay-Principal

The > . advertising
gold-medal ' ” . IR .713.528.1703 « £:713.529.8470 » www.theladaygroup.com
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en my doctor gave me 10

years to live, I thought,

Well, P'm going to live my

life,” says Joe Perez Jr.,

who OutSmart featured a

decade ago after he took the gold medal in

aerobics at the 1994 Gay Games. “I would

say to myself, Okay, I made it this far. Let

me try three more years. I didn’t want to start
something and not finish it.”

Ten years later, and 18 years after he
was diagnosed with HIV, Perez continues
to train, compete, and excel in all aspects of
his life.

Perez believes his athletic success
followed from the renewed awareness of
health he developed after his HIV diagnosis.
“My focus on health led to aerobics, which
led to teaching, which led to the Gay
(Games,” he says. And of course, the Gay
(rames led to New York and the gold medal.

Winning the gold, especially at a
competitive, international event like the

(Gay Games, is often viewed as the capstone
of one’s athletic career. Not so for Perez, who
by day works as an administrative assistant
for the Installed Channels Department at
Pennzoil-GQuaker State, where he handles
contracts for developing independent
operators, Instead of resting on his well-
toned laurels, Perez continued competing in
national aerobics tournaments. He now has
an impressive collection of awards to keep
his first gold company. To date, he has won
two more gold medals, a silver medal, and
a bronze in competitions around the country,
including events in Miami, Dallas, and
Washington D.C.

Perez has since switched his athletic
gears, In late 1997, Perez’s trainer, Johnny

West, approached him with the idea of

exploring competitive bodybuilding. Perez
agreed, but on the condition that he would
only compete in the Gay Games. Eight
months later, Perez traveled to Amsterdam
to compete again, this time az a lightweight
novice bodybuilder. He made the finals and
came in fourth—an amazing achievement,

congidering the limited amount of
preparation time. Perez is already getting
ready for the next Games, to be held in
Chicago in 2006.

“With the Gay Games, there’s a lot of
substance there,” Perez says. “It doesnt
feel like a competition. It's like a big gay
Pride parade. I still train together with
my teammates. We've become a close-knit
family.”

In 2002, Perez suffered a major per-
sonal tragedy when his mother died sud-
denly, Always his biggest fan, his mom,
who sold homemade tamales to finance
his first Gay Games trip, had offered
profound moral and emotional support to
her son. Even after her death, she con-
tinued encouraging Perez to do his best.

“Before she died, she told me, *You
need to take care of yourself, You need to
go back to school,” Perez says. "When she
passed, | remembered that conversation.”

During the first year after his mother’s
death, Perez spent much of his time
taking care of various family affairs. Soon,

“When my doctor gave me 10
years to live, | thought, Well, I'm
y going to live my life. | would say
to myself, Okay, | made it this far.
Let me try three more years.”

though, he realized that he was going to
need a degree if he wanted to continue
moving forward in his career,

In 2003, Perez started taking classes
through the University of Phoenix (which
has a Houston campus and offers online
classes). Perez has succeeded at school,
consistently maintaining a 4.0 grade point
average. He plans to transfer to a four-year
schooel like University of Houston or
University of St. Thomas in the near future,
to complete his degree in management.

Perez credits his mother’s faith in him
for both his scholastic and athletic
achievements. He says he still works hard
to please her, and he dedicates his
successes to her memory.

“This is a way to get closer to her
spiritually and keep making her proud of
me,” he says. “I hear her voice saying, T'm
proud of you.™

Thomas Blanton interviewed author Michael
Thomas Ford about his new book, Ultimate
Gay Sex. for our May issue.
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LookOut

by Tim Brookover

| EXPERIENCE + INTEGRITY + PROVEN RESULTS

00D WORKS. On August 11 and

13, Sippora Gallery and Erotic Caba-
ret Boutique will host two events supporting
breast-cancer research. On Wednesday
night, models from the saucy shop will pre-
gsent fashions during the Erotica Trunk
Show. On Friday night, the Erofica exhibi-
tion will feature works that explore that
sensual theme. Participating artists include
Salli Babbit (who also curates), Richard Fluhr,
Nicola Parente, and Earl Staley.

Last month, Sippora owner Amy Meyers
called to report that some local breast-
cancer service groups declined to accept
money from the benefit events because of
Erotic Cabaret's role. Undeterred, she and
Erotic Cabaret owner Bonnie Wills pressed
on, deciding they will just deliver the funds
raised to M.D. Anderson Cancer Center.
“Salli, Bonnie, and myself are going to hand
them the check personally,” Meyers said.

Human Rights Campaign Houston will
welcome new members and a few strikes on
August 22 with its second annual Equality
Brunch & Bowl event at Palace Lanes. Amber
Batson, Shari Heyen, and Steven Wagner co-chair.

Later the same day, Don Bill will host his
annual LIVE show benefiting the Gulf Coast
Archive & Museum of GLBT History and
the Montrose Clinic. Clay Hardy and Jules co-
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direct the Keys West show, which every year
features a host of tuneful performances.
When yvou stop by on August 22, wish Gill a
happy birthday.

N YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

Congrats to the new board and officers
of Team Houston, the jock group prepping
for the 2006 Gay Games: president David
Fagan, vice president Al Amade, secretary
Keith Wright, treasurer Helen Martell, and
board members Harold Gilliland and Mike
Griswald. The next meeting is August 8 at
the Houston GLBT Community Center.
Amado reports that the Gamers will then
repair to Hollywood Café for dinner.

The charity-minded Imperial Court of

Houston-Space City Empire will hold elec-
tiong for emperor and empress on August
14 at 1415 California {absentee voting:
August 12 at EJ’s). Emperor candidates are
Jerel McNeil and Loyd Powell. The estimable
Eartha Quake (a.ka. Tony Wadford ) runs unop-
posed for empress.

On August 14, Dave Mathis and Milton
Ressmann will host a pool party to celebrate
the Houston Outdoor Group (HOG) 20th
anniversary. Details: Call the Hogline, 713/
KAMP-OUT.

Stop by the August 27-29 American

OT SHOT. During her
astonishing career, Diane
Arhus (1923-1971) erafted

penetrating images of some of
society’s most beautiful outsiders,
including transvestites and drag
queens (pictured, A young man in
curlers at home on West 20th Street,
N.Y.C. 1966). The most complete
survey of her work ever assembled,
Diane Arbus Revelations, remains
on view at the Museum of Fine Arts,
Houston through September 6.

Society of Interior Design Bazaar and meet
some talented local experts, including John
Robinson , and pick up some bargains during
the annual sale. The event takes place
during the Houston Home & Interior Design
Show in Reliant Center.

Kim Bustavsson, Concierge Travel boss-
man, e-mailed with news that he and spouse
Charles Caliva will lead a group of six locals
taking an Atlantis cruise to Athens to catch
some of Olympies fun.

Yes, that was massage therapist
Alan Davidson on Channel 2 on June 16
instructing a room of apparently straight
couples in a segment on Kissing With
Confidence, a Leisure Learning pucker-up
class that he teaches.

N THE ISLAND. In Galveston,

Paradise Guest House owner Eldrege
Langlinais has just released a gay cookbook,
When In Doubt Whip It Out. Assisted by
his alter ego, Miss Lottie Lou Lovely, Lang-
linais has produced a volume of home-style
recipes leavened with dollops of humor.
He is also marketing his line of Uncle
Mary’s Gourmet and Fun Foods, which
include Butch and Bold Spicy Pickles and
Sister’s Pecan Apple Butter, Check out
www.LottiesKitchen.com. l
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Outin the Arts

by D.L. Groover

REEKS ACTIVE. Eons before
Nazi propagandist filmmaker
par excellence, Leni Riefenstahl,
turned youthful athletes into soft-core porn
idols in her classic documentary on the 1936
Berlin Olympic Games, Olympia (1938},
images of sporting young godlets in motion
have stirred the hearts of men—and women,

too, of course. Because August 13-29 are the
dates of the 2004 Summer Olympic Games
held in Athens, what better way to commem-
orate the games, the participants, the excite-
ment, the bodies, than a brief chronicle of
those ancient times and sweaty contests?

There was no other civilization, ancient
or modern, so in love with the male human
body as the Greek. Worshipped, trans-
cended, and lusted after, the male body was
the embodiment of all things
godly—heaven on earth, you
might say. In sweeping epic
poetry, in unsurpassed bronze
statuary, in minimalist black and
red pottery, the Greeks cele-
brated the male nude. Countless
legends and myths relate some
love-hungry god, besotted
equally by beauty and lust, who
abduets a hunky young mortal
to serve him in the columned
halls of Mt. Olympus, Zeus and
his boy-toy Ganymede is but
one of many l:-;{t'n[l.‘lr}' same-
sex couplings,

It’'s no surprise that the
Greeks invented athletic contests to honor
the gods: What better way to cruise men
than under the guise of religion? Most of the
Greek art that we know (or the Roman
marble copies, the original bronzes melted
down long ago) are the representations of
athletes: the discus thrower; the young man
seraping dirt and sweat from his body; the
javelin thrower. Statues and pottery,
drinking bowls and plates, even armor was
decorated with images of Olympic cham-
pions in action. Graffiti, too, has survived,
which tells a much more up-close-and-
personal vision: “Akrotatos is handsome”
reads one inscription in the tunnel leading
into the stadium at Nemea, one of four
Hellenic sites where games were held.
Below this is scratched, “Says you.”

In very contemporary parallels,
yesterday's games were very much like
those of today: political, commercial, and
more often than not, entered into for profit.
The winners—there were no prizes for
second or third place—would be assured of
instant fame and a free meal every day for
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the rest of their lives, After a victory at
Olympia, an athlete would pay no more
taxes. Victors from Athens were given a
staggering yearly income, and statues were
erected in their hometowns and odes written
about them by the leading poets of the day.
Political and business careers flourished
with the awarding of the paltry olive wreath
eut from the sacred groves at Olympia. For
1200 years, the Olympic Games meant
power and prestige. Even the word athlete
is derived from two Greek words meaning
“one who competes for a prize,” Olympia was
a buzzing business enterprise zone, and the
city states of Greece vied for champions.

Some cheated for them. Bronze statues of

Zeus—hundreds of them—Ilined the
entrance to the stadium, all with inscrip-

It’s no surprise that the Greeks
invented athletic contests to

honor the gods: What better
way to cruise men than under
the guise of religion?

tions that detailed the fines that paid for
them levied against athletes caught
cheating, lving, or bribing.

The two most startling differences
between the ancient Games and the modern
contests: the absence of women athletes and
the fact that the men played in the nude.

Women in ancient Greece had no rights
to speak of, other than those bestowed upon
them by their husbands, which were usually
no rights at all. They were kept in the house
to bear children, while their husbands
traipsed off to the gymnasium bearing gifts
for their boyfriends. Unmarried women had
an Olympic festival of their own, dedicated
to Hera, wife of Zeus, but scholars still
debate whether they were allowed into the
stadium during the men’s games. Married
women could own a team of chariot horses,
but (Zeus forbid!) could not witness the
driving of their own teams, If an unfor-
tunate gal sneaked in, she was uncere-
moniously carted off to nearby Mt. Typaeum
and tossed off the cliffs (so says the second-
century travel writer Pausanias). When the

mother of Pisirodes was caught disguised
as his coach, all subsequent trainers were
forced to disrobe—thereafter dispensing
their gonzo encouragement in the nude.
Kallipateira, though, survived her fate
when discovered among the male spectators.
When her sons won their foot races, she was
spared the view from Typaeum.

As to the nude part of the Games, no one
knows why this particular custom began.
One legend has the runner Orsippos
tripping over his loosed tunic¢ during the
stadion, the 600-foot sprint, breaking his
neck, therebhy searing everyone thereafter
out of their chitons, Another says it was
those unsmiling Spartans, who always
trained in the nude, who brought the custom
with them when they crossed the Isthmus.
Since the word gyvmnasium
derives from “to exercise naked,”
[ think the Greeks had this idea
from the very beginning; they
always did have a word for
evervthing. (Only the chario-
teers were allowed to compete
wearing clothes.) Visitors from
foreign countries were either
shocked or amused at this
peculiar un-Asiatic habit, but it
certainly set the Greeks apart
from every other civilization,
then or now.

Impossible as it may seem,
we know the name of the first
recorded Olympic champ: a cook
named Koroibos, who won the stadion in 776
B.C. Thanks to a “victors list” first compiled
by Hippias of Elis, and revised through the
centuries by the likes of Aristotle and
Eusebius, we also know the names of 794
other winners. Philip II of Macedonia,
Alexander the Great’s father, was a three-
peat in the chariot race. Nero won in fixed
competitions, even winning his chariot race
after he fell out of his moving vehicle
Eubatus, a runner from Cyrene, was so self-
confident of victory that he arrived at the
Games hauling his own statue. Then there
was the famous wrestler Milo, who, on a bet,
devoured a whole cow before his bout. He

won his match. The most regimented of

contestants had to be Tkkos of Tarentum, a
champion pentathlete (discus, javelin, long
Jjump, wrestling, and foot race). Plato says
of him that “he never touched a woman, or
a boy, while in training.”

Let the Games begin!

D.L. Groover writes monthly on the arts for
OutSmart.
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} FATIREVIN ] YLD WY D (Ad-Rock, Mike D, and MCA)
(Entertainment Weekly, 6/18/04)
Pastor Craig Minich: | like your music a lot, especially the
early and middle albums, As a gay man, however, | don't like
the song "“Girls” [Licensed to [l/]. | understand it may be
tongue-in-cheek [“l asked her out, she said, ‘No way!/I
should've probably guessed they're gay”], but as a person
who works with teens, the song sends a pretty poor message
to females and males alike [“Girls to do the dishes/Girls to
clean up my room”]. Defend yourselves, fools!
Ad-Rock: Craig, [ appreciate your question. I like the way you
stated your question. | like where you're coming from. There is
no defense. I agree with you. It means we were stupid teenage
boys.
Mike D: I think at the time we definitely didn't realize what a
serious effect it would have putting that record out there. But,
va know, hey—maybe Craig will appreciate what we're putting
aut now
MCA: [ had nothing to do with it, man! My voice isn't even on
that song, Those fools made the record when 1 was outta the
studio. But I'm not makin' any excuses—it's a jackass song.

(host of Comedy Central's The Dadly Show)
(CNN Larry Kimg Live, 6125/08)
Larry King: So are you saying that all politicians hide
themselves from us, their real selves? Is that what you're
saying?
Jon Stewart: Please tell me you didn't just ask me that. . ..
But wait a minute, are you saying, therefore, it's impossible
for a politician to be great?
That is carrect. You know what it i8? They should come out
of the closet. It's like when gay people feel like they have to be
closeted, and [then] they come out, a huge burden is lifted off
their shoulders. Politicians should come out of the closet.
Will same-sex marriage be an issue in the campaign?
Same-sex marriage is a very difficult situation, and I was
freaked out by it, too.
Why?
Well, until I found out that it wasn't mandatory. Because I love
my wife and I'd hate to have to leave her for a dude. So I didn’t
want that
You thought it was mandatory.
You never know. . . . They said “gay marriage” and people got
upset, so [ figured, well clearly this means that there’s a law
being passed that we all now have to be gay.
Oh, | see.
Once it was explained to me that it was only gay people, I seem
much more comfortable with it. It doesn't seem like such a big
deal anymore
You think it will be an issue?
Oh, I think they'll try to make it an issue. It's one of those
wonderful red herrings that people throw into elections like as
though that will in any way be crushing the culture. It's like
the Ten Commandments issue. That's another one that's
culturally divisive and societally meaningless—putting the Ten
Commandments in the school and that way kids won't shoot
each other, because they’ll [go to school] with an AK-47 and go,
Thou shall not kill. You know, I really have got to look at
this thing.
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10 Years Ago This Month |

Sleu le “ I cHs (singer with Fleetwood Mac)

(Petails, 8794, Lance Loud)

Lance Loud: Do you still see [Prince]?

Stevie Nicks: No. I was at the premiere of Purple Rain, and

in the scene where he slaps Apollonia I freaked and had to go

git in the bathroom. Afterward, I went back to see him, and

when he asked why I'd left, I had to tell him, “When you

popped Apollonia, it kinda popped my brain.” He looked at

me like it just killed him. We've never spoken since. (sighs)

[t's & shame, really . . . we were alike in so many ways.

Such as?

Well, for one thing, we both liked wearing black chiffon around
-

the house.

Y
] ¢ {36* Uyoles
® O - /

Compiled by Blase DiStefano

Rodrigo Santoro

{ Interview, 1/04, Richard Dorment)

|Santoro] admits he didn’t fully grasp the impact his
performance [as a tender-hearted transvestite in Hector
Babenco's Carandiru] would have in Brazil, where
masculinity remains an especially tricky topic. “When girls
saw me kissing a guy on the screen, they would scream and
leave the movie,” recalls the 2B-year-old actor. “But it was
great to open minds a little bit. People would say, ‘That guy
we consider so macho is doing that,™

ACHLAN - CAROL BACICOTISONY PICTURE
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Kyle MacLachlan [seen here as
Cary Grant in the recent Touch
of Pink): pink friendly?

Kule MacLachian

(The Advocate, 7/20/04, Lawrence Farber)
In the film Touch of Pink, MacLachlan plays Cary Grant.
“[In the film, Grant's] sexual orientation is completely
open,’ says MacLachlan. “It's not established one way or
the other. But more important, he has tremendous
feelings of care for Jimi's character and doesn't want to
see him hurt”

Maclachlan remembers feeling much the same when
his best friend came out to him. “It was during the '80s,"
he says. “And my only words were, ‘Please be careful,
because of the situation with AIDS, because | don’t want
to lose you!”

MacLachlan instantly lightens up. "And then [l said],
"‘Why are you telling me this? I've known for years. Come
on!' He's still my best friend)
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There’s plenty of gaiety in the new film Touch of Pink

Plastic Surgery ave camitted ta...

* Supporting the TG community by
et o L R e b pinchori Spplei o Y coon HOUSTON OWNED & OPERATED
I.m gbal Rashid’s directorial debut Touch of Pink is a romantic o4 e Call and Setup a Corporate Account Today

comedy featuring Alim (Jimi Mistry), a young Pakistani living in ; 9 . 1 TG parients feel accepted, comforaable
London. Caught up in the romance and style of old movies, Alim g - i it wtreds [mﬂf,l:,mb]r rl‘\_%
imagines he is living with the debonair ghost of Cary Grant (Kyle e . I
MacLachlan). This imaginary friend has stood by Alim, commenting - 1 O 'Tncmtinula.ldmalinn‘md_ -
i : : . o= &\ — understanding of our TG patient needs

and advising him his entire adult life. ’ 2

Alim’s partner Giles (Kristen Holden-Ried) is a handsome econo- 1 - * To provide cosmetic services that wil Excellent 24 Hour Service Since 1951
mist who is charming, intelligent and, comfortable with his sexuality. , = et oud Pelp TG paticnis obtain a more feminin Our Service is What Drives Us!
Alim has not only hidden his sexuality from his family, he has .'l|.~:n ( E— 4 i o or masculin look that they desire

divorced himself from his South Asian culture. When his devout Mus- * To abways do our best to make sure
that you will be happy with yoursell
and your changes

lim mother Nuru (Suleka Mathew) shows up for a visit, Alim is foreed

to come face to face with his culture, values, and his own sexuality,

Nuru is determined to get Alim back to Toronto to attend his cousin's Visit our website at

wedding and hopefully find a nice Muslim bride. www.transformingyou.com
The film has some great lines by Nuru and Cary Grant. Openly gay

writer-director Rashid’s feature film debut is a whimsical look at cross-

cultural family and gay relationships and coming out in a South Asian

family.

At press time, Toueh of Pink was scheduled to start in August at =] it ook oy pvidrerag s bus sy, e o I_I
Jimi Mistry as Alim (r) and Kristen Holden-Ried as Giles in Sony z ingependent Contractors. Rates reguisted / City of Howston b e

Piclures Classics” Touch of Pink. _ Landmark’s R].\'i'l' Oaks Theatre (713/866-8881, www.landmark ,. Debra Keller, Patient Counselor ~ 3 |
5 theatres.com). For more info: www.sonyclassics.com/touchofpink. Il . dikeller@yarishmd.com I - RES - L
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DVD/VHS THE PURPLE TRIANGLE NS

Hﬂ llustrated
.-:-tor_LJ of
the re|at|on5|1ip

A between Jesus
and his

RELAX . . . IT’S JUST POLYSEX

Jennifer Tilly stars in this film that celebrates the gay “family of choice” _: IT’s PA'I' 10
WEATHER

his 1998 film was something new for gay filmmaking. While ? : : ' . s Come enjoy our beautiful Patio!
the characters of most films would have a uniform sexual . !

Over 50 Tequilas

orientation, this was polysexual. Likewise, the cast was a Great Margaritas - Handshaken

|

J - .

remarkably “colorful” mix of white, black, and Latino. Relax . . . It's
|

|

1

|

|

|

Just Sex! was also one of the first films to celebrate the gay “family
of choice,” and it was one of the very few films to feature an out,

proudly gay lead actor—Mitchell Anderson, star of Doogie Howser,
M.D. and Party of Five,

Anderson stars as lovelorn gay playwright who is a member of a
close but wildly varied group of friends. The “mother,” played by

Jennifer Tilly, longs to have a child, but her boyfriend is getting the - T 1 --B-R-Il:ﬁ-l:l--}
“itch.” His brother has just discovered that he is HIV positive, and ) 3 LI | Latin N.g ht' “nl.lllvwnnn : THIS AD AND :
he is also very attracted to Anderson’s new, and very opinionated, . e . ! b Every Friday ‘til 2 am I F“nl“l" a‘nnlna I RECEIVE 1
bovfriend. ' Light Nasio : I ONEsX10 |
Meanwhile, an interracial lesbian couple breaks up when \ . 4 HOUSTON’S HOTTEST Call For An Appointment I FREE :
ivied 1€, al t: 5018 ) 2 EAKE -] e 4 i ¢ ] 1
. one of them starts dating her lover's male cousin, and the ’ ) = f All'l'l?iﬂ'l’lc ue'mm CIJ!EI.E! i 7 -I 3 . 52 3 -96 8 3 !_ :
! “baby” of the family (Lori Petty) is eager to offer her o " B NS SISV BN S A | Coebiatng Over 20 Yeors OF Ecallence = Spedoizng i U
L A I . | A q

| shoulder. A harrowing street crime—a gay-bashing

' unlike any other shown on film—breaks the family R o, A5G - A j

| apart, but they all come together in the face of @ ! / &' 3

| uﬁexpected tragedy. : S ; 161? lchmgﬁd’ : 113'62,8'&92,0
Other cast members include Cynda Williams (Tales :

| of the City), T.C. Carson (Living Single), Serena Scott

| Thomas (The World Is Not Enough), and Billy Wirth (Bays

on the Side), Openly gay Paul Winfield, who recently died,

has a fabulous cameo as Anderson’s “Auntie Mahalia.”

'www hollywood porfrnils com

Just friends: Refax . . . It's Just Sex! stars Jennifer Tilly ()

and openly gay Mitchell Anderson.

‘ .y www.chancesb
From TLA Releasing (www.tlareleasing.com, v IOt& ﬁ veuag
www.tlavideo.com). =Suzie Lynde Week jﬂng edebtation .
MORE DVD/VHS PREVIEWS

1100 Westheimer

Grief SAME Manat). With a lesbian mother with English subtitles. From Picture This! Entertainment X s |\ i ; irdav - § er-at 10:0
_ Grief follows the exploits of SEXPARENTS (Elisabeth Bourgine), a gay  (www.picturethisent.com), =51 (g ; _ = S A -r )
: the dysfunctional staff of a father (Samuel Labarthe), and VAT L &2 .V AUQg. CAROLIN
T b b o o L & 1 P -~ \
a confused boyfriend Leo  Smell of Camphor, Fragrance of Jasmine Auq. 14 Gﬂ:-}.'_b W EL]T S

(Lucas Bonnifait), life is
anything but easy. Further
complicating matters, enter
Geraldine (Julie Fournier), a

daytime court show, Love
r}et Judge, It centers on the
show's writer (Craig

o Chester), who is mourning
O € a® his lover's death from AIDS
cruel classmate who takes

1 -‘ ¥ and yet has a crush on a
ﬁ& “straight” coworker (Alexis pleasure in outing Olympia’s

Arquette). He is fighting to  mother and hitting on Len. After suffering a particularly
get a promation to replace the show’s producer (drag  brutal day of harassment at school, Olympia demands
queen Jackie Beat) who is leaving to get married.  her mother explain her relationship with her father, but Angel of Death must be
Offering support is a coworker (llleana Douglas) who  her mother never seems to have the time to discuss the o near. As a means of con- -
wants his job, if only she can stop fliting with the  issue. She then decides to head to Paris to seek out her frurmng his fears, he decides to make a film about his ;
Wed g@ug 77

In this audacious black =

comedy, Bahman Farjami z _ gt NIGH TIMAR .-'- ‘d'-u- ﬁag' ’J
(Bahman Farmanara), a c dob Aua. 21 SKYBLUE } T""” Clark
filmmaker who has not "Hym 9th SO S :

directed for 20 years due to e BN . 1 SAUCERH )

censorship, experiences a FREE CD's A r '”'PHEL! E

strange set of coincidences & Samplers 5% : : o N

that convince him that the E.;[;}':.'.'Ipm i

ever-present copy-machine repairman, The 1993  father whom she believes can answer all of her identity  own funeral, Through & series of fiascoes leading to a

comedy was directed by Richard Glatzer, who recently questions. But upon returning home and walking in on comic and cathartic vision of his own disastrous funeral,
wrote and directed the gay independent hit The Fluffer.  her mother making love to her girifriend, Olympia cracks.  he goes on an emotional roller-coaster ride that -H OWG | R I_
From TLA Releasing (www.tlareleasing.com, Her mother's indiscretion, her tenuous situation at school,  culminates in a Fellini-esque dream so intense that it
www.tlavideo.com). =Troy Carrington and her troubled relationship with Leo all drive Olympia ~ may lead to his actual death. The Chicage Tribune: "A . 2 v = o
to desperate measures. The 2001 film confronts the issues  cross between Bergman and Fellini with a touch of ' e VIP ';;-_- 1 of St Iir \0om FREE STUFF all Night Long
Same-Sex Parents facing unconventional themes, but is at its centerastory  deadpan humar thrown in” 2002. Directed by Bahman ANNIVERSARY PARTY FINALE I!

Teenage love can be tough, just like Olympia (Louise  about parental love and the search for identity. French  Farmanara (“an Iranian Woody Allen,” says The New —
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Galveston's Premier Tour Company

Historical & Scenic Driving Tours

Architectural Walking Tours

Unigue Church & Cemetery Tours

Group Travel Planning

Call Now for Reservations
(888) GAL-TOUR
(409) 765-TOUR

Daily Tours from our
Welcome Center at 2021 Strand

SUMMER

Dalton Dehart

Capturing events for our
community is my passion.

# " ¥ i ¥

Check my website
and see who's there!

STRIPPING ON DVD
* Showgirls

Sick Really sick. But not in a bad way. Forget the fact that it's a great bad film.
Forget the fact that The New York Times called Showgirls a “camp classic.”
Forget the fact that
Gina Gershon is
probably the only one in
the film in on the joke.
Forget all that. OK, 1
can see a DVD of the
1985 film being
released. Hell, | can
even see a DVD with a
few extras. But are you
ready for this?! The
Showgirls V.I.P. Edition
18 a first-of-its-kind
limited edition DVD
boxed set packed with

The look of love?: Gina Gershon (I) and Elizabeth Berkley.

special features and party-pack items! You read that right. Besides Showgirls shot
glasses and Showgirls playing cards, there are four party games (“Sip or Strip,”
“Showgirls A to 2," “Bad Tipper,” and
“Champagne Room”) and—my
favorite—the “Pin-the-Pasties-on-the-
Showgirl” game (includes two pasties,
a blindfold, game rules, and a
Showgiris poster pin-up of star
Elizabeth Berkley).

I guess 1 could mention the film
itself, While trying to make it as a
Las Vegas showgirl, Nomi1 Malone (Berkley) takes a job as a lap dancer in a seedy
club. She eventually winds up fulfilling her dream by becoming understudy to
bisexual Cristal Connors (Gershon), the toplless) showgirl in Vegas. Yeah, they
kiss, but Nomi has sex with only Cristal’s boyfriend (Kyle MacLachlan). And what
does the understudy do to become the “star™ Well, it's not sexual

[_ m cantinued from page 68

York Times). Farsi with English subtitles. From New Yorker
Video (www.newyorkerfilms.com). =SL

Close to Lleo
i At 21, Leo (Pierre Mignard) is
dOS'e tolEU the eldest of four children; at
N, Marcel (Yannis Lespert) is
the youngest. Along with their
relatively young parents, they
are a happy and loving group.
They all love Leo and accept
his homosexuality, but when
they learn of his HIV-positive
status, they face a situation
that will eventually test all bonds. Worried that Marcel is
too young to know the truth, the family elects not to tell
the young boy about Leo’s status. But when the facts slip
out, Leo must repair his relationship with his baby brother
and, at the same time, make major decisions regarding
his own future. Directed by Christophe Honoré. French
with English subtitles. 2003. From Picture This!
Entertainment (www.picturethisent.com). -TC

The Legend of Leigh Bowery

This 2002 documentary is a colerful and eye-opening look
into the extravagant life lived by Leigh Bowery, as well as
a no-holds-barrad view of the underworld of London in
the 'B0s. Residing for most of his adult life in London,
Bowery became known as a musician (lead singer in the
irt rock group Minty), nightclub connoisseur, actor, racy
performer, and, most notably, as a costume/clothing

TV ON DVD

designer. He became an inspi-
ration to many artists and
created numerous outrageous
Iooks and styles throughout his
time. In 1994, Bowery died of
L AIDS. Most recently, the
Broadway musical Taboo was
produced by Rosie 0'Donnell
- using Bowery as the subject
The Logend of Leigh Bowsty| . <1arring Boy George.
Directed by Charles Atlas. DVO special features include
director/producer commentary, an interview with
0'Donnell and Boy George, a photographic fashion show
of Bowery’s fashions, and much more, From Palm Pictures
{(www.palmpictures.com). -TC

Denied

Farmer high school hunk Troy
had everything: popularity, girls,
and the life of a super jock. But
time is passing in a rotting small
town, where Troy's fruest goal
and only denial is the love of
another guy, his best friend
Merrick. Merrick is a lazy, self-
absorbed slacker whose
offenngs of midnight massages
and cheap sex while h|§ girtfriend is away are an endless
merry-go-round of confusion for the sexy team captain.
Troy soon comes to realize the one-sided love is the worst
kind of denial. From Ariztical Entertainment (www
.ariztical.com). More info: Culture O Connection (www
cultureqgeconnection.com). -TC

« South Park: The Complete Fourth Season
his three-disc box set is comprised of all 17
episodes of the fourth season, including the twisted
classic episode *
Cartman decides to seek the friendship of older men.
Using the Internet, he makes a connection with men
who love to hang out with little boys. An organization

Cartman Joins NAMBLA,” in which

713.622.2202 » dalton@daltondehart.com
www.daltondehart.com
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Political correctness aside, it's a helluva slide up and down and around that pole
From MGM Home Entertainment (www.mgm.com/dvd). —Blase DiStefano

* Showboy
Hnilpd as "terrifically funny!” by Entertainment Weekly, Showboy is a
mockumentary about Christian Taylor, a real-life writer on Six Feet Under
When Taylor agrees to let a British television crew
film for a documentary, he doesn’t realize that they
overhear it when executive producer Alan Ball £ CONELETE FOURTH SEASUN
unexpectedly fires him. Rather than admit he's been
canned, Taylor tells the crew he's got a new project
and has them follow him as he begins an unusual
quest to fulfill a life-long dream to become a Vegas
showboy. From strip-mall dance studios to the stages
of Vegas's top shows, from Siegfried & Roy to Whoopi
Goldberg, the erew observes Taylor's erratic passion-
fueled journey. Along the way, they meet a cast of wild
and wonderful characters who are the true life and
soul of Vegas. Stephen Holden of The New York Times
called Showboy “a clever hide-and-seek game of
reality versus fiction.” The DVD edition includes a fact/fiction trivia game and a
commentary track by Taylor. 2002. Available August 17 from Wolfe Video
(www.wolfevideo.com). =TC

SHSWBOY

called NAMBLA (North American Man Boy Love
Agsociation) holds a meeting in South Park, and
Cartman becomes their poster child. The boys learn how
much an adult can really love a child. The bonus
material contains 5- to 7-minute mini-conversations on
all 17 episodes by creators Trey Parker and Matt Stone.
From Comedy Central Home Entertainment
(www.comedycentral.com) and Paramount Home
Entertainment (www.paramount.com/homeenter
tainment). -TC

» Wonder Woman

iewers can once again take flight in Wonder

Woman's invisible airplane as she fights erime
armed with her dazzling costume, bullet-repelling
bracelets, and golden lasso of truth now that Warner
Home Video has released the three-disc collector’s set
featuring all 13 first-season episodes of the series star-
ring former Miss USA Lynda Carter. In addition to each
episode, the set includes the 90-minute movie pilot of
the hive-action series hased on Charles Moulton's classic
DC comic book. Other features include audio com-
mentary on the pilot by Carter and executive producer
Douglas Cramer, as well as the never-before-seen docu-
mentary Beauty, Brawn and Bulletproof Bracelets: A
Wonder Woman Retrospective. From Warner Home Video
(www warnervideo.com). =TCHl

KAM'S | “Bost Chinese"

OutSmart Magazine
AOL CityGuide
Houston Press

Ratod bxcllnt”

Houston Business Journal
Houston Chronicle

Lagat Survey

CHINESE
CUISINE

4500-C Montrose Bilvd.
713.529.5057 phone
713.529.5486 fax

Mon-Fri: Open all day
Sat-Sun: Dinner only

While Many Other

Realty Companies
Are Leaving
The Montrose,
We're Still Proud
To Call It Home. il

You're Gonnu

'ove Us!™
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Television

Compiled by
Blase DiStefano

A LESBIAN OR GAY PRESIDENT?

Showtime
introduces
American
Candidate

Chrissy Gephardt (left),
daughter of congressman
and ex-presidential candi-
date Dick Gephardt, and
Keith Boykin, president of the
National Black Justice Coali-
tion and former special as-
sistant to President Clinton,
vy for the U.S!s highest po-
litical position in Showtime’s
American Candidate.

nscripted and unprecedented, American Candidate 1sa 10-  in a series of challenges designed to test their presidential mettle

episode, one-hour reality series from Academy Award- and to show viewers what really goes on in the making of a

nominated and Emmy-winning documentary filmmaker presidential candidate. Week-by-week, the original pool of

R.J. Cutler (American High, Showtime's Freshman Diaries candidates will be winnowed down. The final episode will be a

The series will attempt to identify one individual who has the showdown between the remaining two candidates, and one person
qualifications and gualities to be president of the United States will emerge victoricus—the “American Candidate”™—by proving that
The show debuts with 12 contestants from all walks of life (including  he or she has what it takes to run for the highest office in the land.
Chrissy Gephardt and Keith Boykin, both openly gay). Over the Debuts Sunday, August 1 on Showtime (www.sho.com, where

course of the next 10 weeks, those 12 will face-off against each other  you can also check out the websites of all 12 candidates),

PARTY MONSTER

or their narrative debut, directors Fenton Bailey and Randy Barbato return to

the 1980s' New York Club Kid milieu that they chronicled in their 1988
documentary (also called Party Monster). This 2003 ficitional version stars Home
Alone icon Macaulay Culkin as Michael Alig, a cherubic blond who makes his
way to New York hungry for fame, fortune, and fabulousness. After seizing upon
the flamboyant party fixture James St. James (Seth Green) as a mentor, Michael
sets about re-inventing himself as a party promoter and latter-day Warhol, Student
quickly surpasses teacher in outrageousness, and even James is stunned by
Michael's drug-addled odyssey—which culminates in murder. Party Monster
costars Wilson Cruz, Chloe Sevigny, Dylan McDermott, and singer Marilyn Manson
as Christina, Alig's drag queen "superstar” The U.S. television premiere of Party
Monsteris on Sundance Channel, Sunday, August 22, at 7 p.m., with repeat airings
on the 24th at 8 p.m., the 28th at 10:30 p.m., and the 31st at 12:30 a.m. To confirm
schedule: www.sundancechannel.com. ll

Macaulay Culkin (1), Wilson Cruz (c), and Seth Green don gay apparel.

bhouston . -
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For Male buples

Learn to Insure the Success of a New Relationship or

Restore Love and Romance to an Established Relationship
Improve communication.
Put recurring problems to rest.
Replace compromise and frustration with fulfillment.
Predict and avoid trouble spots.
Increase trust and safety in the relationship
Happily resolve the problems of differences.

ed hundreds of gay men have the hapoy,
hey want, This in-depth workshop has

work of the most respected relationship suthorities
July 17, 18, 2004 + $290 per couple
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1006 Missouri St., Houston, TX 77006
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PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

o Past Life Regressions
o Reiki Master

o Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

713.529.5842

GIFT CERTIFICATES » CREDIT CARDS

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by OutSmart Readers

I

lillycath@aol.com ¢

MASSAGE BY KEN
MASSAGE BY KEN
MASSAGE BY KEN

- A * Therapeutic Massage
¥ i » Light to Deep Pressure

* Aromatherapy

* Reflexology

* Hot Stone Massage

* In or Out Calis Available

KEN CLAUDE, RMT
Convenient Montrose-River Oaks Studio

Give the Gift of Relaxation
Gift Certificates Available

Bringing REST to the Restless

Since 1988

M

alan dawdson
registered m. e therapist

essentual

5 OFF WITH THIS AD touchd
90 KA [l 577

Voted Best Massage
by OutSmart Readers

713.942.0923
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GrooveQut

by Lance Scott Walker

DARK NOTES

he late I-:'l Curtis, lead
singer of the British
punk rock band Joy Di-
vision, took his own life in 1979
His band’s music has inargu-
ably lived on, though. Joy Divi-

sion is widely recognized as
having been well ahead of its
time, and its posthumous fan
base exceeds anyvthing that

transpired during its active ca-

reer. The surviving members of
| that band did go on to form the
hugely successful new wave
group New Order, but had Cur
tis lived, he likely would have
been at the forefront of an inno-
vative movement all his own. In
fact, he might have even made
a record like Xiu Xiu's Fabulous
Musecles (5 Rue Christine)

The comparison is notewor-
thy because of the slight simi-
larities between the voices of
Curtis and Xiu Xiu (pronounced
*shoo shoo”) lead '~].1|_'_!l"' Jamie

Stewart. Both have a deep, al- =

most operatic tone, both move A, 2
" F - . ; F‘ " r"ﬁ'-
comfortably from a whisper to S 3

will pravide a unigue and aggressive education, Availahle
Grooveo"'t Shorts August 10 from Daemon Records (www.daemon
Athens Boys Choir records.com). ~Thomas Blanton
Rhapsody in T

Proving that poetry isnot ~ Franz Ferdinand
just for guiet, intro-  Franz Ferdinand
spective types, the
Athens Boys Choir barges
onto the scene with an in-
your-face debut album
and a take-no-prisoners

The gquote most often associ-
ated with this Scottish outfit is
“a band you wish you hated
That's really not far off the mark
as far as a |ot of folks are con-
atlltuda maore than likely blowing out a few cerned, Franz Ferdinand’s deriv-
conservative eardrums in the process. Through a ative post-punk disco tunes
traditional spoken-ward style, performance poets  have had many a dance floor boiling in recent months,
Rocket and Katz attack controversial issues, ranging  much to the bemusement of music fans who want a little
from transgender awareness to the current presidential ~ substance with their ear candy. Musically, that might not
administration (“we've got a cowboy for president,  happen, but lyrically, you'll find it on “Michael,” a homo-
thinks he's the upper-class John Wayne”) with erotically charged call out to the other side of the dance
unapologetic zeal. Throw into the mix a creative array  floor to the "boy with Ieather hips.” Subtext indeed. From
of background tracks like horse-hoof beatboxing and ~ Domino (www.dominorecordco.com). =Lance Scoti Walker
a satirical sample of “Hail to the Chief," and you're

eft with a rousing and rhyming call to action. If you're  Broadway Cast Recording

not familiar with spoken-word poetry, political activism, Taboo

or the concept of “gender queer,” then Rfapsodyin T The musical Tabee produced by Rosie 0'Donnell and Adam
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Queer lead singer Jamie Stewart brings Xiu Xiu’s somber vision to Houston

a roar, and both convey a dark, mysterious
indertone that takes repeated listens to un-

irth

But while Curtis's voice has been copied
in the rock world for deeades now, you don't
et the impression that Stewart is follow-

o suit. Indeed, that likeness is more accl

lental than intentional, as this is a man far

o immersed in a mission of his own. Along
with Cody MeCulloch, Ches Smith, Devin
[off, Miva Osaki, Caralee McElroy, and
werekBischoff, this openly queer singer

songwriter has produced one of the best un-
derground records of the year. Fraught with
leep, buzzing synthesizers slashing elec-

pnic beats, and restrained acoustic gui-

tars, the songs—even in their finished
form—are largely unsettled. Most move rap-
{ly from the quiet parts between the verse

ind chorus to driving, unhinged move

‘haracterized by Stewart's intense, guttur:

owl, which is at times sc o loud that it en
Savide Blternct lops ."|-_ m :'."--|'I|‘-.u||:- in a haze of distor
(with the tion that drowns all else out
band Xiu Xiu) The element that will first draw atten-
will perform on to anv artist is the music itself, but with
in Houston on Xiu Xiu (performing in Houston on August
August 18,58 yat Fat Cat’s) the stories concealed in the
Fatc-t’!' I" il i - il L:
ngs are equally significant. They are in-
edib |\ somber rratives about sexual,
emotional, and political dominance in all
eir negative connotations, Off-putting as
yat may seem, public reception has never
wen an igsue for the group
“It's not |'|':|_||_" OUr concern Fovw |'II'I\'|J‘:|
it,” Stewart explains. "The songs are
bout things that are |‘.:=!’l1.|-.'llil:.-_: or hawe
appened in our lives, and some of those —

tracks missing from the orig-
inal cast recording, as well
as a new song, “Topsy-Tur-
vy," that Bock and Harnick
penned for this production
(their first collaboration in
over 30 years). From P8

Kentwright featured critically
acclaimed music and powerful
lyrics by Boy George. Talioe,
written by the former Culture
Club singer and 'B0s pop star,
is an autohiographical musical
during the "80s world of gender-

bending drugs and rock-'n"-roll. The heart and soul of assics (www.psclassics.com). =Troy Carringlon
Taboo are Boy George's witty and moving lyrics that make

for a great original score along with classic hits including lane Olivor

“Karma Chameleon" and “Do You Really Want to Hurt The Best of Jane Olivor

Jane Olivor is best known for
her heautifully haunting
voice, which is evident from
the very first verse of “The
Greatest Love of AlI" and
continues to amaze the
listener to the end of a live

Me?" The Londan production had its final performance
in April 2003, and the Broadway production had its final
performance in February 2004. From ORG Records
(www.drgrecords.com). —Andrea Rodricks

New Broadway Cast Recording
Fiddler on the Roof

Alfred Molina stars as Tevye in this new production of an rendition of Grace Slick’s "Seasans.” Olivar sings each
American musical classic with music by Jerry Bock and nd every song with the greatest of contral and the
lyrics by Sheldon Harnick. This 7T3-minute recording is 108t soulful, heartfelt of emotions in her voice, She
the most complete version of Fiddler available on CD. In performs songs by Redgers & Hammerstein, Don
addition to beloved songs like “Matchmaker,” “If | Were AcLean, Marvin Hamlisch, Melissa Manchester, and
a Rich Man,” and "Sunrise, Sunset,” it includes several Neil Sedaka as if each one had been written precisely —

el

Wm Wiew HE REALIZED THE S#CH AT CAMMES wWAs TOPLESS.

Hanywood

FRAME GALLERY

713.942.8885 « 2427 Bissonnet * www.hollywoodframegallery.com = hollywoodirame®@sbeglobal net
Open 10am-&pm, Mon-Fri (tll 8 on Thurs), Sat 10am-4pm

Leave the planning
and preparation to us!

Specializing in Full Event Coordination

Birthdays Theme Parties
Corporate Lunches  Formal Dinners
Company Picnics  Conferences

Cockail Parties  Holiday Events



PC
DOC

| Make House Calls!
In-Home Personal Computer Service

Why take your computer to a shop,
when | can bring the shop to you?

Upgrades # Repairs # Installation

713-522-0397
www.pcdochouston.com

NEED A
MASSAGE?

Ask about our
spa services,
packages

and monthly
specials

Call
713-652-5766

for an appointment

RMT# 022586
www. rexusmassageman.com

TEJAS AIR
IS BACK IN HOUSTON!
Professional service you can trust
20 years in the air conditioning & heating business
Serving our community

./’

\ Lance Carnal-Owner

s 832.281.6117 orecr
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things are dark/ruinous and/or non-main

nimues rom pre

stream aspects of sexuality, like

transgenderism, child molestation, sexual
assault, bisexuality, and institutionalized
gender oppression. People can and should
react however is honest for them.’

That's not to say that the outleck of Xiu
Xiu is inherently negative. The stories
r|||;;l|1 center on somew hat negative events
or themes, but Stewart in particular has
motivated himself in the direction of more
positive goals. In addition to doing educa-
tional outreach i high schools regarding
queer issues, he has also done social work
in the AIDS field, including volunteering
work with terminally ill patients—of which
he notes he saw equally as many IV drug
users as queers. Indeed, even in Xiu Xiu's
r-CL‘L"n'I]i'I'_L'I.\ dismal message, there is a

brighter overall goal

GrooveOut Shorts

far her. Combine the gay-friendly singer's incredible
voice with that of openly gay Johnny Mathis's incredible
voice on the Oscar-nominated “The Last Time | Felt
LikeThis" from the movie Same Time Next Year, and
what you have is one of the most romantic songs of
our era. Fram Legacy (www.legacy recordings.com).

=Marc Hernandez

Celine Dion
A New Day . . . Live in Las Vegas
A New Day Live in Las
Ld Vegas brings all the passion
of Celine Dion's Vegas show
{ i p l: to your home. It features 13
’ J{;l ! t1 L live tracks and contains two
¥ e previously unreleased studio
tracks: “You and I" and “Ain't
Gonna Look the Other Way” Dion's show at Caesar's
Palace in Las Vegas has been sold out every night since
its debut on March 25, 2003. From Sony Music
(www.sonymusic.com). For more info: www.celine
dion.com, -Suzie Lynde

celine dion

Jeanine

Paris by Night

While some have tried to
pigeonhole Jeanine as a “goth
rocker,” she actually defies
categorization, for, while her
songs tend to explore the
murkier areas of life, she
blends the jangling guitars of
Iulk the pulsing drums of rock, and an overall sound
that sweeps up into climactic peaks before pulling back
to a taught calmness. One listen to “Remember This
Smile," with its Latin-tinged drum patterns, or the
Courtney Love flavor of “Your Element,” illustrates that
Jeanine follows her muse in whatever direction it takes
her. From Trecords (www. Trecords.com). =SL

“Maybe not hope so much,” he says, “But
hopefully some personal understanding of
why these things happen and maybe a stron-
ger grip over them. | have a hard time com-
ing to terms with the why that we focus on
sometimes,”

That why might never be answered, as
it perhaps shouldn't be. But it nevertheless
will continue to manifest itself in Xiu Xiu's
continuing n}u.tur| Swing

“The concept of \\.rI.J-]-_-‘L.|1|-{‘I1_II':I||_\ about
what is happening around
and te us will remain con-
stant w:l for us, that is
what really defines what
we are 1r'_\'.:1; to do,”
otewart says. "Musically,
on the next record—we
are in the middle of work-
ing on it—is (so far) much
gquieter and experimental

than the last one, but it

The Concretes

The Concretes

Another fine release from
Astralwerks and another
pleasant surprise on their pyver-
varying roster. The Concretes
are a group of ladies and
gentlemen from Sweden, but
their sound is more of a nod to
Phil Spector's wall of sound than it is to fellow Swedes
ABBA. Light, retrofitted pop songs with an orchestra's
worth of folks making it happen. From Astralwerks
(www.astralwerks.com), =LSW

Honeyroot
Sound Echo Location
Heaven 17 frontman Glen
Gregory and ABC journeyman
keyboardist Keith Lowndes
(Magazine, PiL, Siouxsie and
the Banshees) have collabo-
| 1 rated on scores for movies
' and film projects of late, but
this is their first actual album together. These are super
downtempo chill tracks—almost ambient, but their natural
sangwriting tendency still shows through, and though
this is largely mood music, the songs themselves have to
be applauded for at least a mild sense of purpose. From
New World (www.newwarldmusic.com). =LSW

Angie Stone

Stone Love

[f not for the appearance of
Snoop Dogg and Philadelphia
hip-hop duo Floetry, you could
almost be lead to believe that
this record was recorded and
released in the late "70s. Itis a
markedly soul-drenched collec-
tion of songs, highlighted by “U-haul” and "l wanna thank
va,” of which she performs two versions—one with Snoep

will maintain a pop style of singing—pop in
so far as melodie singing with words you ean
mostly hear. I don't think, though, that it 1s
too healthy for us to really try and figure
out where we are going. We get neurotic
ihout what we are doing enough as it is, and
I think just doing it and trying to be as open
as possible is as best as we can do.”

Lance Scott Walker writes regularly on mu-
sie for OQutSmart.

IALK ABOUT SEX

uips openly queer Xiu Xiu
leader singer Jamie Stewart,

] wish | could say my sexu-
ality comes before my art,
but it has been awhile—so,
Dy default. .. art”

and one without. She does fine on her own, though—as
she says herself; No love is stronger than Stone Love.
From J Records (www jrecords.com). —=LSW

Lisala
cet It

This is an impressive debut
release by Lisala, an accom-
plished vocalist with a dis-
tinctive appraach to soul and
R&B. Get Itis an undeniably
soulful album with a com-
sl hination of influences and
arresting beats. She is involved in all aspects of her
nusic from performing to writing, arranging, and
rroducing. The talented singer/songwriter gives listeners
a mix of electronic grooves, up-tempo vocals, and an
nsight into the future of rhythm and blues. From Anonka
Records. More info: www lisala.com. —AR

Angela McCluskey
The Things We Do

The Things We Do marries
Angela MeCluskey's melan-
cholic Billie Holiday to her
brash Janis Joplin. It's a
swinging and swaying rock-
soul album, kissed by Mc-
Cluskey's edginess. Subtle and
littersweet, McGIuskey s yoice sweeps like the strings
n “It's Been Done,” the album's optimistic opener; you
empathize with “Evaporator” as she steals your senses
vla sprawling verse-chorus; “Medication” soars like Tap
10 radio; “This Night" meanders into a smoky jazz club
irea 1939, From Manhattan Records (www.manhattan
ecords.com). Info: www.angelameeluskey.com, =SL

Sweethack

Stage 2

Stage 21is a landscape of new sound, a journey to the
heart of old soul, a place where richly textured —

Robert

Snellgrove

Imsw-acp

Counselor

Psychotherapist

713.522.7014

www.robertsnellgrove.com

4200 MONTROSE « SUITE 540

STERUING McCRALLU
10422 Southwest Freeway
Housten, TX 77074
Judy Everett 7139952480 « 281.799.6282 cell
3 exus.com

i & Preowr g

everetudsm

stic Eye Center

ull-Service Eye Care Professionals

LASIK and CK SPECIALIST
CATARACTS » GLAUCOMA

W DIABETIC » HIV EXAMS = BOTOX
PERMANENT MAKE-UP and LID SURGERY.

Newt I ‘arder, WD FALS

ROUTINE EXAMS FOR GLASSES®
6500 Fannin, Su

i B Wetn 00

2 e

LOCATIONS COMING IN 2004

) 3405 Edloe, Suite 300 and 1213 Hermann, Svite 110 g_‘
limelai B Pge, WL Bt
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'PROTECT YOUR
INVESTMENT

Yellow Pages Integrated Media Association,

How can you venfy

ol" bl y * Our annual distribution of 100,000
pu Icahon 5 directories for Houston verified by the
Yellow Pages Integrated Media
Association (YPIMA);
Member since 2001

A

dlstrlbutlon numbers

' - ouston
where you mvest (=Tl

yourvaluahle %...

Wi rsT;g—] %‘ I\'\,

Advertise TODAY!

A PTG MR e
L dollars?t 713-942-0084

N True Self Transitions|
¥ A Program for Personal Growth

Counseling for

% Individuals < Couples < Families < Groups

Enod Gray, LMSW-ACP, C.Ht., CSAT

4200 Montrose Blvd., #5840
Houston, TX 77006

www.trueselftransitions.com

713/522-7014, ext. 4

Specializing in sexual addiction, codependency, trauma recovery & family of origin issues.

IHH'-.nHi'l'lllll,‘\‘-\.ll'.lﬁ.- \

'SELECT CASKETS

Ht'|pl11f_: Families Since 1988

AVOID BUYING A “PACKAGED FUNERAL" AT A FUNERAL HOME

* Elegance Without The High Cost Il\ m » Cemetary Property & Vaulls For Less
» Private Mausoleums, Markers, Caskets, « All Funaral Homes & Cemeteries
Monuments, Urns & Flowers For Less Accept Our Products By Law i
Complimentary; Se Halrg Espafiol

Also Servicing Outside Houston Area

Registry Book & immediate Local Delivery S "
Quality Caskets Sold Directly To The Public “Metal Starting At $350”

www.selectcaskets1.com
r  OT———a
:- l (7]

713-528-1100 -~ i

802 West Gray (near Montrase B} « Houston, TX 77019
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j soundscapes overlap on
" 4 g distant horizons, but then
*f 'ﬁ. compress so tightly, so
' 1| intensely—so incredibly sexy—
G 5_ M it makes you sweat.
=TEBACK [neredibly, it's been eight
years since Sweethack
released their self-titled album. In that time, papular
music has shifted gears and spun off in other directions,
but not Sweethack. The fundamental open house palicy
at the heart of the band remains: deep pub and deep
romance. The three-man core of Sweethack have cut
their teeth working with Sade. From Epic Records

(www.epicrecords.com). =

Cherie

Cherie

Cherie’s up-tempo break-
through single “I'm Ready”
features the familiar guitar
lick from Foreigner’s “Ur-
gent” and was showcased as
the main title for the Disney
- film Confessions of a Teen-
age Drama (ueen. The 19-year-old singer's single was
also selected for Women & Songs, the biggest female
singer/songwriter CO compilation ever assembled (in-
cludes Christina Aguilera, Alicia Keys, Sarah McLachian,
and Faith Hill. Cherie's new self-titled album is available
from Lava Records (www.lavarecords.com). =SL

Ahel

Alegria

This 22-track, double CD is
140 minutes of classic clang-
and-bang Abel that literally
grabs you by your eardrums
and forees you to succumb
tn the hard heats. Divided inta
two sets, "Peek Hour" and
“After Hour," the party CD features dance-floor-
bouncing remixes of #1 hits “Don't You Want My Love"
and “That Sound. The vigor continues with Night-
crawlers “Push the Feeling On" and JJ Flores and Steve
Smooth featuring Alex Peace's “Discoteca!’ Then there's
the seductive chant of Ophra Haza's remixed “Love
Song" by DJ Paulo, And how could an Abel party be
complete without the cha cha? Throw your hands up
in the air and get down to the fierce Latin beats of
Rosabel featuring Jeanie Tracy's “Cha Cha Heels.” From
Tommy Boy Recards (www.tommyboy.com). =TC

Bobhby Vinton

The Best of Bobby Vinton

Take a step back in time with
this collection of familiar
oldies. Bobby Vinton became
an overnight sensation
topping the charts with
many romantic hits like
“Roses Are Red” and “Blue
Velvet” Vinton suceeeded as a vocalist during the rock-
‘'n’~roll era and the British invasion of the U.S. charts.

The GO includes 14 beautiful ballads recorded by one
of America's most beloved entertainers. From Legacy
(www.legacyrecordings.com). More info: www
[bobbyvinton.com. =4AR

Kansas

Kansas & Song for America

A progressive rock band, Kan-
sas enjoyed multi-platinum
fame. Their lengthy and com-
plex compositions, unusual
lyrical themes, and use of a
violin as & lead and solo instru-
ment gave the band a unigue
sound all its own. The music of Kansas was a fusion of
early "T0s-style British progressive rock with the soul
and instrumentation of the American heartland. The
expanded editions of the first two albums by Kansas
are the self-titled Kansas including a live version of
"Bringing It Back,” recorded live at the Agora Ballroom
in Cleveland, and Song for America including a single
gdit of “Song for America” and a live version of “Down
the Road” also recorded at the Agora Ballroom. They
helped define the sound of classic rock. From Legacy
(www.legacyrecordings.com).  Morg  info
www.kansasband.com. —AR

Deep Forest

The Essence of the Forest

In the early "30s, classically-
trained musician Michel
Sanchez approached his
friend, house music producer
Eric Mouguet, with the idea
of transforming traditional
sounds from the pygmy
cultures of Zaire and the Central African Republic into
something with broader appeal. Thus their debut Deep
Forest. For their 1995 foliow-up Boheme, they turned
their attention to Eastern Europe, adding fiddles and
accardion to the mix. When they received their second
nod for Best Warld Music Album at the Grammy Awards,
they walked away winners. 1998's Comparsa focused
on Latin and Caribbean grooves. Musie Detecied,
released in 2002, downplayed samples in favor of live
instrumentation, particularly drums. Having already
combed every corner of the planet Earth to concoct
the: universal grooves preserved here, ane can only ima-
gine where Deep Forest's travel will take them—and
us—next. From Epic/Legacy (www.epicrecords.com,
wusw.legacy recordings.com), -SL

Misic OVD Teto

Fast to Present 1977-1990

Totp has made some of the most
enduring popular music of the
last 25 years including “Ro-
sanna,” the Grammy Award-
winning 1982 record of the year,
and the #1 smash “Africa’” This
collection of their first 14 videos
available for the first time on
=4 DVD provides a complete look
at their career, From Sony Music (www.sonymusic
.£om). More info: www.legacyrecordings.com, ~=TC H

Contact

Carlos Fraifeld

for All Your
Automotive Needs!
\ Member GLBT Chamber of Commerce. /

1100 KRKWOOD. o 281:493:2000

‘ Mlu WEST oF BELMAY www.westpointsales.com

VOTED 2002 & 2003
BEST MASSAGE

IN HOUSTON BY TRIANGLE READERS

MAS AGE wrobues

- Dy racd

H1S SPA

HOUSTON'S PREMIER SPA

Jacuza Belore and/or Alter Massage i -
acu o Viassag Exclusively for Today's Man

Available in Private Tropical Setting
Look for our GRAND OPENING.
(UHIHG SOON!

N N L S s |

CALL 832.524,7700 or 713.527.0400

You and your partner are legally invisible. In the event of a
disability, break-up, or death, do you know what your rights are?
Call before August 31, 2004, for a FREE initial consultation.

281-464-LAWS (5297)

Houston, Texas

BARBER LAw FIRM

ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT Law

Estate Planning

Wills, Trusts & Probate

Living Wills, Power of Attornay (Asset & Medical)
Asset Protection/Preservation

* Medicaid
» Cohabitation/Co-Parenting Agreements
* Guardianship
: = Disability/Special Needs Flanning Mot Cotid
CHRISTOPHER BarBer * Elder Law Tekas Board o Laml “FJI akzation
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Outloud

by Sally Sheklow

BRIDGE BUILDING

Sally reaches across the cultural divide over gay marriage

o, tell me about life in Oregon.”Aura-

GAWN is how the thirty-something

woman from Virginia pronounces my
home state.

I should be tolerant—I'm the only
woman at this writing conference
in Dayton, Ohio, who isn't wear-
ing high heels, and nobody’s had-
vibing me. During our networking
session, we're gsupposed to meet
each other, aided by nametags
dangling from everyone’s necks
Despite permission to chest-gaze,
I do my best to make eye contact

Ms. Virginia and | exchange
business ecards. She balances on
four-inch stilettos, flicks back her profes-
sionally streaked hair, and says she’s
married to an army man and writes about
military life for a mainstream news-
paper, apparently having no shame about
any of this.

Her lack of coyness encourages me, “My
wife and I are plaintiffs in a lawsuit chal-
lenging marriage diserimination against
same-sex couples.” It's a fun fact to toss
around at an event where I'm already weird

Ms. Virginia balances on four-inch stilettos, flicks
back her professionally streaked hair, and says
she's married to an army man and writes about
military life for a mainstream newspaper,
apparently having no shame about any of this.

for wearing sneakers, We're getting
impatient, I say, for our 16-year relationship
to be legally recognized: “I want the law to
stop diseriminating against us.”

The marriage topic establishes a
connection, People who don't get the gay

REALTY

3/2 & 3/3 - GALVESTONIAN CONDOS
RIGHT ON THE BEACH
$439,900 and $483,900!!

(800) 765-4030  (409) 765-9837

JOE TRAMONTE

1802 Broaoway, Surre 122 Gawveston, Texas

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - LEASING - PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

4/2/2 - BEAUTIFUL GREEK REVIVAL &
ITALIANATE CIRCA 1870
NOW AT $243,5001!

emAIL@TramonTEREALTY.COM

WWW. TRAMONTEREALTY.COM

‘lf you like Key West,
Honey, you're

-
=

thing can still understand wanting to
be married.

Virginia Woman has been following gay
marriage in the news. “l wish I could
support you.” She daubs at an eyelash
that has sprung free of the
Maybelline,

Turns out Military Wife has

good-looking guys live next
door—friendly, lovely garden,
bring nice wine to her dinner
parties. Then there's the wild
guy in the shabby apart-
ment who entertains a steady
stream of male houseguests.
What she imagines goes on in there is
so far out of her realm of acceptable be-
havior (but not her curiosity) that she'd
vote against legalized marriage for same-
sex couples rather than “endorse a
promiscuous lifestyle”—as if nobody but

Galveston Island

1301 Awve. NI
Galveston Island
409.762.2117
toll free
1L.S866.735.2749
We offer services far alf fypes of parties: reanions, waddings,
arganization gatberingssie. Pariy Raow naw aealfabls,

waii, or New Orleans

na LOVE Paradise!

racise

GUESTHOUSE

Z317 AVENUE P = GALVESTON, TEXAS 77550
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409.762.6677 = TOLL FREE 1.877.919.6677

gay neighbors. A couple of

homos has multiple partners.

Dayton, Ohio, reminds me that beyond
the pale of my eomfy L-word world are lots
of folks who aren't tuned into the marriage-
equality zeitgeist. Scads of Americans still
don’t have any gay people in their lives. Or
they don't know they do. Or they know the
twa queer households in their neighborhood
and base their political decision-making on
their limited exposure. The land of stereo-
types and fear is their comfort zone.

Between us is a chasm, an enormous
cultural divide. Somebody's got to build

bridge.

Throughout the three-day conference,
the Virginian and I snag moments to chat
In the corridor after a workshop session she
takes hold of my arm, *You've got me in such

tizzy! I can’t get this marriage thing off
my mind.”

I want to understand her thinking, to
2t a handle on how a fair-minded person
like her can support discrimination. We talk
over lunch, in line at the book signing,
during a lull in the keynote address. She
tells me what it's like being married to a
military man, the commitment it takes, the
struggles. 1 get it. She works hard for her
marriage to succeed. It's precious to her. She
Lt ‘-'|-"' ].1r'l?[l'\'{i‘- e,

I tell her I admire her and respect her
marriage. I share more about mine, hoping

he'll return the goodwill.

When the conference ends and we say
our goodbves, she is coming around. “I'm

oing to keep thinking about what you've
said.”

I will ]u_‘:-p in mind that ;!{mui ]'Jl’l:_“i{’—

reasonable [u'n_:uh- CAN OppOse so-called gay
narriage {it'’s just |1|;:II'| marriage, folks) and
till be worth talking to. Their reasoning
won't hold up when they really examine it,
because discrimination is wrong. Let's hope
most folks want to do the right thing.

Equality doesn't mean we can't be
different, I remind myself. That's what it

neans to honor diversity, We don't have to
¢ alike to defend each other’s eivil liberties.
And I don’t have to cram my feet into pointy-
ed pumps to support someone else's right
to do it.

Sally Shekiow and her wife are one of nine
plainiiff couples represented by the ACLU
n an anitdiserimination lawsoit against the
state of Oregon.

More on MARRIAGE
Turn to page 32 for
additional coverage on
same-gender marriage.

Your family is what you want it to be.
Your mortgage is what you need it to be.
At Chase, we understand both.

FLEXIBLE MORTGAGE PROGRAMS

When you find your dream home and it’s time for
financing, let Chase Home Finance be your guide.

Whether you're buying alone or with a partner,
vou can feel comfortable.

A mortgage specialist will work with you to meet your
needs every step of the way, from application to closing.

Call Chase Home Finance today
for all your home financing needs.

Chase Home Finance
1800 West Loop South, Suite 1950
Houston, Texas 77027

(713) 968-8727

cell (713) 530-1785

Moe Sarakbi
Loan Officer

° CHASE

WE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING

ALANHURWITZ

PAINTINGS

alanhurwitz.com
HOUSTON 713)825)8198

BY APPOINTMENT / COMMISSIONS
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Out of Town

by Victor Zorn

GET OUT OF HERE

Check out private vacation homes, cool retreats from Houston heat

HOME AWAY FROM HOME

he president and his right

flank may recoil at the
very idea of same-gender

coupling, but more and more

corporations realize there is gold

in them there queers (money: Lthe

great American equalizer). One of

these firms, Cendant Corporation,
15 targeting GLBT travelers as a
market for its Holiday Network,
an array of private vacation rental
].'|'|J|:L-|'li!'- in the United States,
Canada, Mexico, and the Carib-
bean. Through advertising and

promotions, Holiday Network is seeking to

f_il.'ql.lé‘.i'.]l consumers in our community with

thousands of choic

condos to multi-bedroom homes

Most properties have mult |!|||- bedrooms

COOLIT

Fnr all but the hardiest
of Texans, summer’s
charms have, by August,
evaporated in the punishing
heat. Beat the late-season
swelter by planning a trip to
one of these cooler-clime (and
gay-friendly) destinations:

* Up in Canada, two of the
luxe Clayoquot Wilderness
Resort & Spa properties offer
their first Gay & Lesbian
Weekends, September 24-27

Both located on Vancouver Island, the Quait
Bay floating lodge and the Wilderness Outpost
at Bedwell River are far from rustic. Think Out
-I_.'r.-\_,f_-".r'r a (without the angst) in the .“-]JI'E"E‘H"II'H'I'

British Columbia woods.

The Clayoquot weekends are not a cheap
date either, starting at $3.5656 CAD (double

occupancy

five-course meals, a range of posh daytime
activities (horseback riding, kayaking, whale
watching, more), evening cocktail parties, and
massage, in addition fo accommodations. You
might think about the trip as part of a Canadi-
an wedding: Gel hitched in Ontario, then zip

82 AUGUST 2004 utam

es, which range from

Jut the package does include all

House proud: The Holiday Network courts GLBT
travelers with thousands of houses for vacation
rental across the U.S., Canada, Mexico, and the
Caribbean. An alternative to hotels, residences
range from rustic retreats in the woods to
glamorous showplaces like this one.

traveling with children.” Gay famil

and bathrooms, full kitchens, and
laundry facilities. Many have
access to amenities like swimming
pools, tennis courts, and workout
rooms. Properties can be rented for
a weekend or longer

“Holiday Network's wide range

of properties can offer options for
groups of friends traveling to a
circuit party or a skiing week,
several couples who want to relax
together at the beach or in the

mountains,” company marketing
director Kristin Givone states in a

press release, “or a gEay I';|:|||i.\

sanctioned by a major U.S. company? Gasp!
Don't tell Pat Robertson

Maore

info: www. holidavnetwork.com

gavtravel, 1-866-5844-2017

over to B.C. for the once-in-a-lifetime honeymoon.

Maybe your spouse’s parents will spring for it.

More info:

5405.

Heat relief: In late summer, cool
termperatures beckon at gay-friendly
spots in Canada and Nevada. Azove:
Scenes from the posh Outpost at
Bedwell River on Vancouver Island
include a typical guest tent and the
bistro dining tent. RicHr; The new
Stillwater Spa at the Hyatt Regency
Lake Tahoe Resort, Spa and Casino,
which is beckoning GLBT tourists
with special rates.

December 17.

www.wildretreat.com, 1-888-333

* Out in Nevada, the Hyvatt Regency Lake Tahoe
Resort, Spa and Casino appeals to couples, including
the gay-and-legbian variety, with a getaway package
that includes a room, two-for-one discounts at the
Sierra Café, two treatments at the new Stillwater
Spa, and §10 free slot play in the casino. Ka-ching.
Prices for the special are $189 per night September
12 through October 16 and $115 October 17 through

More info: www.laketahoehyatt.com (offer code

GNL241), 800-55-HYATT.

Woted BEST TRAVEL AGE

OutSmart Gayest & Greatest Rea

- E‘,"‘?
ChoicEAWares]

713.278.9344

B712 BEVERLY HILL

THE WORLD'S LARGEST

2ND LARGEST

r-u

€55 | 055101

ITIES

TOTALSTONE
PANEL SYSTEMS

racise... we know the wal

_HOUSTON, TX 77063

WWW.GARDENDESIGNSUSA.COM

For

*Rate valid August 15-31, 2004, Not valid
hotidays or special svent weekends. Based
on availabifity. Subject to increase

SALESPGARDENDES|GNSUSA.COM

« CONDO-HOTEL ¢
& CONFERENCE CENTER
A Suite for the Price of a Room

1-800-231-6363

6300 Seawall Boulevard * Galveston, Texas 77551

www.victoriancondo.com

TEXAS
=RSVPVACATIONS ~Atiantis

UPPLIER SUPPLI

ER

Bringing you the Best Of Urban Living

BANKERO

SWILLEY-HUDSON

L

1534 West 21st Slre;t
Shady Acres

2,096 sf New Consiruction by Lindsey Builders
with 12' ceilings and Nice Size Backyard.
Open Sundays 2pm - 4pm
MLS#1033361 = 279,900

9302 Meldrum Lane
South Houston
2,638sf Sprawling Mid-Century Ranch
with 3 car Garage and 1200sf Apariment on

2 1/2 Acres only 13 miles from Downtown.
MLS# 1577544 = 5475,000

11127 Cedarhurst Drive
Westbury

2,135sf beautifully updated 3 bedroom
2 bath home with Designer Tropical Pool
and Spa ond Lush Landscaping.
MLS# 7579213 = 5215,000




Dﬂllyn“c n.~Fr J
HIV Testing Y Thomas Street

20 & 21 (Fri & Sat
Comedy Sportz, Ho

21 & 22 :
Ann Arbor 42nd Flim Festwal
Tour. T

__i_;._..-;. Ioiston.com
Back-to-School Beach Party. |oin

HGLP (Houston Gay & Leshian Parert

| 3406 Audubon Place, Houston 77006.

INFONEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING:
o few lines of info about your event; |
date/time; cost; location/address; or-
ganization name; AND two phone
numbers—one for OutSmart to reach
you for questions and ane for OutSmart
readers to get more info on your event.
Mail info to: OutSmart Magazine,

Faxinfoto:713/522-3275, E-mail info
to: calendar@outsmartmagazine.com. |
MO LISTINGS CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER

THE DEADLINE DATE-WED., AUG. 11.

25 (v
Famliy Dinner @ Caf-e Express

HGLP parent

27=29 (Fi-Sun)
Paula Poundstone s one of th

TAMALIA 9

amarie Cooper returns with the wildly popular Tamalalia series,

Houston's very own original summer musical and cult phenomenon, loved

by critics and audiences alike. Be afraid. Be very afraid. This year, it's
all about fear—Tamarie’s fears—and it’s up to her to confront them all, from
her childhood fear that she would be humiliated in gym class to her current
source of dread, learning how to drive. Along the way she explores the scary
stuff that plagues us all; dentists, disease, and, of course, carbs, In true Tamalalia
style, the show will offer original songs, witty comic skelches, intricate dance
routines, colorful sets, and crazy costumes. Now in its ninth year, with an onstage
band and a cast of 20, the eagerly anticipated series is said to be based on
Tamarie's real-life preoccupations and misadventures. Tamalalia 91s presented
by Infernal Bridegroom Productions.

What: Tamalalia 9
When: Through August 28, 8 p.m., Thursdays ($12), Fridays e‘nl'i]
Saturdays ($17), with a late show on bclLl'LTdcl\-‘- at 10:30 p.m. ($5.99)
Where: The Axiom, 2524 MeKinney
Tickets/info: 713/522-8443, ww \\-.m!et nalbridegroom.com

84 AUGUST 2004 OutSmart

Be afraid,
very ofraid
{I-r): AJ Ware
(clown), Kyle
Sturdivant, Taomarie
Cooper, Cary Winscolt

28 ¢
Houston Civic Symphnny Auditions. Orchestra
2Ns currently open are SrCUSSIon [ Lromn

HGLP New‘sletter Hallout & Luncheon.

be held fram 2

PI.ANNING AHEAD

-'"M Sepiemhar 4

Heart | ns t 2 & rajssca

September 6
Labor Day Pool Party. Farmily activity scheduled by

eshian Parents (H(

Sepiemhorl 10
Ethel s a 21st-century realization of t

PERFORMING ARTS

AR e

¢ Bn!m in Gliead

¥), Infor
1y W ackporch
* i Love You, You 'rE Perfect Now Change

pllar demand, its

It awloward

» Psychotherapy
» Gay Mid Life Issues

= Depression, Anxiety,
Addidiions, HIV

= Individuals, Couples
and Group Therapy

20 years experience working with the
Houston G & L Community

713.529.1913
in the River Oaks Shoppin Center

%
« FINE, DISTINCTIVE FRAMING

- ONE OF A KIND CREATIONS
» BEAUTIFUL SELECTION OF MOULDING

1138 W.Gray at Montrose
713.520.5800

When In Doubt-
Whip It Out!

Miss Lottie’s favorite
Galveston Island recipes

Sinee 1958 |

"Honey - Press up your food
like it4 going to a drag ball!”

LOTTIE LOU

LOVELY
36 easy, campy and delicious recipes.
Plus fun cooking hints and much more!
www.lottieskitchen.com

1.877.919.6677 + 409.762.6677

Registering now for September classes
State and National Certification

Day, Evening and Weekend Classes
avaﬂahb:h&gllsh or Spanish

Job placamentis 1Iaﬁannvl

Offering 1hr massage for *30

101 Franklin@|-45

713 228-8499

HUBBARD

Financial Services, Inc.

Kathy Hubbard EA

ol el
-
ol d

(713) 522-9000

Fax; (713) 526-6588
2615 Montrose Blvd.
Houston, Texas 77006
ar al the comer of Mo

One Biock off Westheim ntrose and Califomia

1987 West TC Jest:
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(at Veter inarq (Clinic ..'."  worma Time Out with OuTrSmART

Extlmiwlq feline since 1973 SPECIAL PROMOTIONS AND ADVERTISING

|
| By appoitment : OurSmart ON PARADE e
| Paura Runte ' DVM Ce}ebrating GLBT pride as well as the 10th anniversary of QuTSMART, DEREK DEAL 3
I Hl'l"l' F"_'p WH magazine staff, family, and friends sailed along the June 26 Pride he Hotel Derek, in the high-style
1 1 parade route, tossing beads to the crowd. Once again, Russell & Smith Uptown Houston district, is now O
i New Dentisay/Surcicat (ener Ford provided the official OurSmarT parade vehicle. a chic spot to pick up OurSmarT
= : -] o every month. The smart hotel
(www.hotelderek.com) began offering q)
Ll 5
! 0“‘ Smdl . the magazine in July.
As always: - ' 7 I
Feline Wellness and Behavioral Issves S n —
713.523.5171 I
2125'W, Alabama » Houston, Texas 77098 i Aot iR A araBaHE A Tha s i
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 6:30pm = Saturday 9am - noan U35, lep of his tour presented by MTV entitied "The far
¥ t |
SGmUEI s 0 Fin T 2401
\\.\el“ #‘f OQ' houstontovolacentercor 4 How I.r.m!udes Became Farms Art ina G!oba]
?h Pl \9 # The Wrong Side of the Law s a comic "meller Age Ar in-depth examinati global chang
RADlo '. Machu Pltchu Unvealmg the Mysteﬂes of the 5 - 4 -
Incas: What was Machu : 5, archiae ; F A E
=SS B SUE S S s S olopists believe to be the birthplace of the Incar i * , ‘;
. .hfter Hours pturda wcrighit € 3, Featur iture. More recent discove ipgest it was 2 15th- 1 ) 2
Your Friend In The Car Business o = s sl eriarabe o St . Weiplics) s i ol Waiting for the parade to start, OurSmarr staff, family, and friends took a break L3 g
* Q Voi i : I setshallotd ity i adlanins from final prep: (front row, |-r) Tad Dvorak, Daniel Malachowski, Damian Yaich, David Gugino, Hotel Derek director of
: O N OEE s IR Sy b PV RO RS, The S, puter displays reveal the mystery of the Incas 390 Thomas Chelena, Jack Richardson ll, Greg Jeu, Jim Hurst, Tim Brookover, catering, pauses with a copy of OurSmarT,
Cﬂ" Aheﬂd For An Appmmm - : vs, reviews, and commentary. KPFT 901 f 15,57 for children/ser hrough Septernbe Albert Mata; (second row, I-r) Tom F:'h:lm, Lorraine Schroeder, Teresa Anderson, now arn;latrle at the hotel.
71 3 343 8 & at the Hou Museiur Matiir ciance, 1 He Sandra Rodriguez, and Dolores Varela.
s from e Rt Cote, Mot Ao W) T( PHOTOGRAPHY # The Shape of Space by Alyson Shotz. Thous|
i R = A T Eay e Sy the Rice U saller »d for 1 SUmInnen Brookdyr
1515 S, Loop West * Houston, Texas 77054 ’ 1004 Hnuston Area Exh|b|t|on 4 I!.' st Alyson Shotz's w dow installation can be GAYEST & GREATEST 2004 EMPOWERED UP
T LT el R ey B R Jo'rn the OuTSmart staff at one of six Izadora Martinez, who is a
s it i o rite SR it ok e ek e parties this month and complete your member of the PRAD.E.
Oose MASSAGE V4 Fats RAGHI B e s (PR ral agnifying plast official ballot for 11he arjnual Gayest & Team at JPMorgan Chase,
‘ | I . : ; . on8an 0 ,..; X p: work G:aatest readers' choice survey: won the OutSmarT drawing
2 %) _ using mirrors to explore how we perceive nature. Free *» August 7 Undercurrent, Galveston at Einpail L s Sl
app]ness i n‘1|-” ,'.' | I'TI i hrough August 29 at Rice University, Sewall Hall * August 13 Hollywood Book & Cafe : ;
L pro .-".1f \-.';.' : ass if mpus Entrz it Main = August 11 JR!S Bar & GI’EH Sl.a.}’ ||'j| Galveston at the
- ' e e e * August 11 Chances Victorian Condo-Hotel &
I * Swedish # Yale Street Arts & Flower Market ¥ * August 16 Meteor Conference Center
@ DEEF Tissue market created for local artists to display an the * August 17 Hollywood Restaurant (In A Victorian  (www.galveston.com/
conjunction with GLBT Night, presented :“;ﬁm victorian). OutSwuaaT

* Relaxation

by Rainbow Pages, and benefiting AVES IEniitra awarded prizes throughout

Martinez.
PATR LN A AERy ’ e the September 19-20
i You can also complete the ballot in the et d .
' magazine {page 49-52) and drop it in < OiSmany  PUSINGERRNCL COMMURIGY

account expo at the George R.

exacutive "
Tony Brown Convention Genter

Yarbrough presented by the Greater

one of the Gayest & Greatest ballot boxes
at hot spots around town or mail it to the
QurSwmarr office. Or you can vote online

13 AT f sHnmekls tRarare
rified IMAGO relati :

workshop presenter » certifie

)
|
&
£}
2
3
=
\.‘I
<]
£

2
-4
£
2

ketcor for your favorite people and places at f,:,’,":,h::.s Houston GLBT Chamber of
CALENDAR DEADLINE www.outsmartmagazine.com. Empower  Commerce. Ml
www.imagohealing.com visitor.

for OutSmart’s September issue:
Wednesday, August 11,5 p.m.

r @
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OutSmart Marketplace

-ACCOMMODATIONS

* CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNT

*PARTIES

+ CEREMONIES
* BANQUETS

* LODGING

713.528.6433 » WWW.LOVETTINN.COM
NEW INN KEEPERS
DAN LUEKEN & TODD PARTRIDGE

Helping Gays/Lesbians

with Business & Tax

Problems & Inheritance

Tax Issues

| Senving Houston & Galvesion

Certified Public Account
Businass Consultant

| 713/526-4760 » ' 409/939- 6922

RAINBOW RANCH

Gay & Lesbian camp grounds
located on Lake Limesfone
in Central Texas.

Tent & RV Camping
www.rainbowranch.net
888.875.7596

ROCKIN' R’ RANCH
Gay & Lesbian RV PARK/camp grounds
with showers and comfort stations,
Norfhwesl of Housfon. For information
& reservation: 936/884-3779

www.RockinRRanch.net

Rent by the day, week, month of year....
Fully furnished 2/3 townhouse,

excellent for ccrpc-rate ledging.

Livingroom (w/ sleeper sofa), dining room,

kitchen & two car garage. Located next
to the beautiful Lovelt Inn with access to
the Lovatt Inn & all of it's amenities.

Fer moe informasion, cal

The Lovett it T13-522-5204
or 800-779-5224, or amad
resarmtions & Lovetinn com

*ARCHITECTURE

L DG

LEWIS DESIGN GROUP
Architecture * Design
Health Care » Commerical » Residential
Gregory P. Lewis, A.LA.
Licanse No. 13322
1512 38th Street » Galveston, TX 77550
409/TE2-3T46 * www. Iml.i-domgngroup tllz

- ATTORNEY

“The Cutting Edge of GLBT Law®
Nechman,
Slmoneaux
and Frye, PLLC

Mow offering

Mediation Services
in addition to a
full range of legal
Jerry W. Simoneaux [~
Attorney and | |

representation.
Counselor at Law |

- CLEANING/MAID SERVICE

KAEHLER CLEANING
SERVICE since 1995

*...continually the best*
Residentiol &

Commegrcial

Call John 713/861-6181
or jkoehler@airmail.nef
« EMPLOYMENT

Rainbow Room. Waiter/bartander neaded.
Contact Kay at 281/872-0215

\|1|1||: ations
foe Commissioned 8
Slitist & Stylist®
istant. Fax Resume
{713) 529-3066

Don and Wanda McKay
Herbalife Independent Distributors
7123 W. Hearthstons Green Or » Houston TX 77085
281-855-4967 (Office) BOO-BBS-0774 (FAX)
www.herbal-nutrition.net/mckays
don.c.mekay @ shoglobal niat
Ae You aamng What Yeums Wor 1

1N sord you & Froo CO-ROM. Jo

An Aveda Salon hiring professional Hair
Designers, located in the Galleria Area. In-
terview plus model is required to join this
team. Call 713-629-9395 for information or
1o schedule an interview.

= FESTIVALS

Sat.,, OCTOBER 2
HOUSTON WOMEN'S FESTIVAL

10th annual celebration
of music, art, crafts and
community
Noon - 10 PM = Jones Plaza, 601 Louisiana

Music by Zrazy, Nini Camps, Halcyon,
Katie Reidar & more. Always open 10 all.
Tickets: $12 advance; $15 door

www.hwfestival.org * ?13#851 3315

= FUNERAL HﬂHiSIcmmms

- HAIR SALONS/BARBERS
(-.:ll‘iﬁ
I:.Fllll'\
I—:Iih 5
Color

SIMON SIKOCRA

SIMCN & CO.
Hair Stylists
713/526-221C
131CA Hawthrene
HAIR CUT FOR ONLY §12! |

Yaars Experignce » fermariy from
Ben's Barber Shog
Tonie's Barber & Styles Shop

¢ ) Call Toni for Appointment
4310 Koehler (just north of
g' Washin'j;ton off Yale » Se Habla
?13 880-5809

- Esaano
- MASSAGE

THOM OF HOUSTON. Massage - Sunday,
Monday and Tuesday only. 713/523-6577

Massage by Ken

Massage for
everyone

==

* |lnor Out Calls.

» Convenient
Montrose location

* Experience stress
relief

* By appointment only.
1AM to 8 PM

Ken Claude,
713.240.9598%W =

- MASSAGE

* Get Aelaxed

* Fael Awesome

* Centrally Located
» Quicalls Welcome

713-942- 2399

Massage Therapy.
Therapeutic and deep
tissue by Jason, College
guy. Montrose area-big
metal house on Fairview!
713/524-5400

or www.jasonrmt.com
RMT# 215*0

www.inkwdiER@8aRTnassage.htm liw

MASSAGE. Relieve yourself of all tension with
a full body massage in a quite, private atmo-
sphare by a friendly 30 y.0. male therapis!
Bryan 713/777-5634.

SPORTS

AND

DEEP

TISSUE s &
FULL BODY!
MASSAGE e

Elassic Hlagsage

In or Qut calls
Waxing,
Relaxation,
Sports, or Light/
Deep Massage.

713/540-7544

MT#014552

HEALING HANDS. Canng and healing hands
with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Balanc-
ing your life by restoring flow and energy. Peace-
ful, relaxing and rejuvenating for fotal th
RAMT#2233. Howard Kanelgkos 713/528-6174.
(Please note my new number)

Ariel Massage

Excefience in Swedish Massage
Therapy in the Rice/Medical
area. Dedicated Studio,
See web for furth
httpdihomerown.a m
arieimassage or call

713/282-6464

LePepe Salon of Beauty

Master Stylist'Color

- MASSAGE

= Reward Yourself
ANICE TOUCH,
BELAXATION OF

BODY AND MIND BY
LEE:

Centally localad
7 daysEveninga/lut cala Wekama

832.978.7017

Paul Rutledge
713/592-0444

* Voted best Brapist
™XTie a.m 08 300
to daep fissue

» Serving for over 7 years
+ Gift certificates available

In/Out Calls * Flexibie Hours

BODYSTRESS » DEEP TISSUE » SWEDISH »
SPORTS * MONTROSE STUDIO » IN/OUT »
PRIVATE » DISCREET » 8 AM-11 PM » DAN »
713-529-8787

'«"IlSSkGE THERAPIST

« Qut Cails Weicoma

281/804-8027
mnz:zmall.llﬂi

DAVE'S HANDS. Shiatsu and Swedish mas-

=age with an experienced therapist. Relaxation
d deep tissue combined into one massage.

sreat treatment from a strong man. 832/443-
229. Se Habla Espanol Un Poco

Full Body Sensual Indian Tantric
+Swedish, Energy Wark & Reflexclogy.
$70fhr, Shower avallable. Private Central
Greenway Plaza/Galleria location.
Maz 713-480-2004 « MT20572

PHOTOGRAPHY

W, davidlewisimages.com

- REAL ESTATE/FOR LEASE
ROOMMATE WANTED Share large house

In quiet neighberhood near Med Center/

Loop. Private room/bath/phone ling, wired
for satellite. Kitchen and laundry privileges.
Mature female preferred. Call (718) 291-
4255 or e-mall murielsplace @aol.com

- REAL ESTATE/FOR SALE

Stunning 5-2-2 dream home, just 5 miles
from Medical Center!! Recent renovation
by owner/architect. Gourmet kitchen, gran-
ite counters, gallery hallway, sun room and
family room additions. Over 3,300 square
fest on fabulous weoded ravine lot in gay
friandly neighborhood. Shows like model
home. $300's. MLS#6327813. Call Niki
Mettrick - Karpas Properties « 713.449.9351

LIVE IN THE LOOP!
Condo in Montrosa for sale by
owner. 2/2, Upstairs/Downstairs,
all appliances, pool, and covered
parking. $169,900.

Call 713/523-2419.

- SERVICES

Zarina s Pet Sitting in the Loop
832.567.6420

Cindy’s Natural Day Spa
Best in Texas for Men

Best Prices, Quality Service
Facial $35
Massage $35
Waxing $5 & up
Brazilian wax $30
Full Body Treatment $65

10am-11pm
(713) 278-7087

2303-AVoss (near Westheirmer)

MARKETPLACE AD RATES

Marketplace Classifieds are per column inch. Column inch width is 1.688. Word line ads are
30 words or less, plus $1 per additional word and 50 cents

for all words in bold. Add additional

- SERVICES

Who's watching your

kids when you're away?
* Experienced * Bonded
* Professional
P Pet Setting in
“the Heights
Call Daniel

713/869-3698

“When [ turned
on the light they
attacked me.

I hate roaches,
[ think there
may still be a

couple mn
my hair."
“ = '.'a'
Bucﬁ&Burglan

Extarminating & Pest Control Service

713-674-9440
Ask obout our ChorityPius Program!

Lot us hedp ralse tunca for pour favorite charity.

SERVICES
OF THE
HEART

Let Thomas assist
you to honor Iife's
special events :
* Holy Unions
* Hlessings

* Memorials

713/522-7626

Draco Demgns

'. Enaral F’.!.I 1* '.l’...-\. Work
pedas 713/443-6147
or Staven 713/302-9011

ahvertising = croative = softntionrs = promoions

RYSTAL CLEAR
OMMUNICATIONS

74

= SERVICES

Lost: T?:Y.a-—,.r-."

. Gained: My life bk
\Parsonalized waight loss for healthy results
. ! ShapeWorks.

i /
V4

e fon & Wanda Mekay
| 281/B55-4067
Ma the world heaithier

Mrs.D. 40 yrs experience in ﬁé!ping those |
with low self esteem, depression, social
fears, specializing In the broken hearted

Call me now to find out what your futura
holds!

| can & will reunite the separated, imme-
diate help avallable. Available for parties, all
major cradit cara; acrppteu 713/869-5051.

FREE
STIMATES

PAINTING » TEXTURES » 832.567.3804

You Can Please Everyonel You'll be pleased
to know Mary Kay offers products everyone wil
ove. From the latest locks 1o advanced skin
care, Ask me about our exciting product line
today! business opportunity availablel Alan
Briones, Mary Kay Independent Beauty Consuitant
www.marykay.com/abriones * 832/607-1058

Granite Counte:top &
Vanities

MNeed customn kitchen courtertops? Renovat-
ing the bathroom with stone or tile finishas?
Queen of the Tile specializes in
residential & commerical granite, marble, slate
and limestone fabrication and installation.
Call Queen of the Tile &t 713/983-6200.

QutSmart's
Circulation
Numbers!

Anad piaced in OurSmmt Magazine reaches loyal, interested readers.

7132271717 | g ’ OutSmart’s circulation figures are audited independently by Verified

Audit Circulation, your guarantee of an accurate count.

VERIFIED

AUDIT CIRCULATION

www. verifiedaudit.com

Verified Audit Circulation is a national auditing service respected for over 50 years
in the publishing industry. Insist on Audited Circulations like OutSmart.

For advertising information call 7131520-72317.

$6 per Issue to have your classified ad appear an our wabsite. Ads can also be placed on our
secure website at www.OutSmariMagazine.com.

Marketplace 1 Month 3 Month 6 Month 12 Month
Color Boxed Ad perch 562 857 562 547
B/W Boxed Ad cecincn 84T 343 538 535

522

30-Word Line Ad $27 §25 $23 :
Deadline: Aug. 14 for the September 04 Issue. Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX,
or Discover, Or FAX it 713/522-3275. Sorry, we do not bill. Mail ad & payment to: OutSmar

3406 Audubon, Houston, TX 77006-4412. For more information, call 713/520-T237

Specialist » Pracision
Hairculs « Corrective
Hair Color » Highlights
* Massage and morel

713/622-1622

In/OutCalts
1303 South Rice #100
RichmondS Rice
Undernmmd Parking
lt!\’S EXPENENCE  wwwhaimndmassagsoylspene eom

“In The Heights™

Maturity and experience. Great rates. Re-
laxing, therapeutic massage in private
studio in the Heights. 9 am - 10 pm week-
days and waekends 12-10 pm. Call for ap-
pointment, Byron 713/202-8786, Visit my
website at www.classicmassage.com
Four hands available

info@nsflaw.us « www.nsflaw.us
Nut ead'uﬁel:l by the Texas Board of Legal Spe-

Lty O, s o duaton for 3

Csmfu:ata of Special Competence n the area
of gay, lesbian, bisswual, and fransgendar issuss
law,

nity

Merworpal .

o

BOO-DIGNITY » www.DignityMemaorial.com
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5 - THOMAS CHELENA

ALL EMPOWER FHD

Business News

Karen Kleypas [nicllired} has opened Garden

Mystiques, a new outdoor-decor shop in Montrose.

The yard and six full rooms offer more than 700 different
items, including wind chimes, feeders, pot feet, fountains,
twirlers, sun catchers, stepping stones, art stakes, tree

DOLORES VARELA

uctions / John Conroy

Todd Partridge/Partridge Properties

Laurier Cale & Wine

........................... 713/542-8277 3230 YoaKum. ..weiiisssnisivennen 113/528-1184 1301 Fannin......ci .. T13/328-5108
Margot Peraz/Karen Derr & Assoc. Maria Selma
; 2 JMBING/SUPPLIES F /870, gt e
On August 17, business coach Mattison Grey will Karen Derr & Associates Realty will move g el g S ;?JDT‘F:IE:E:TTBM """""" by o

begin offering “Coaching for Leaders,” a seven-session
seminar series. The sessions will take place on Tugsday
evenings, 6:30-8:30 p.m., at Brooks Ballard GMAC Real
Estate (4150 Westheimer, Suite 210). Grey (“Well
Coached,” June 2004 DutSmarf) will present tools that

into a new office in the Heights early in August. The larger
office (1545 Heights Bivd.) was constructed to look like a
Victorian home and has a wrap-around porch and cedar
shake cupola. Designed to fit into its turn-of-the-century
neighborhood, the building includes up-to-date features

................... 713/698-5012

| R T13/942-2277

'ING/COPY CENTERS

D&I‘Il‘i)‘ Plaason/Karpas Properties

3355 W. Alabama, Ste, BOD ....... 713/850-1777
Rhonda Power/Karen Darr & Assoc.

1034 Heights Bivd. ...cccnviiionnans T13/875-7207
Rebecca Perez/Keller Willlams Realty
......................... 713/240-6320

2409 Mantrose ......
Riva's Italian Restaurant
THT Missourt L i

Tila's Restaurant
1111 §. Shaphard

......... 713/529-8559

713/528-3450

713/522-7654

oMLY : i : T 713/528-1201 Claire Reiswerg/Sand’N Sea PiralesBeach
participants ugn use to improve their careers and their such as a workout room for agents, a builder selection :man WWW,53N0NSBRA.CO0M ..coevvrvoe 409/737-2556 TR :':'PE(‘;“:‘I”“ RETAIL
lives, The fee is $475 (3450 before August 7). genter, and wireless Internet access, L= Lt 713/523-2521 Marla Sindoni/ReMax o iy ﬂill’fww alanhurwitz.com
. . BTy ey _ e ; 710 N Post Oak, Sta 510.......... 713/4g1-27e8 el g
Fn{mnrﬁ_}nfnnnlatmn.cnnhs{‘.l Grey at 713/296-9245 Allegro Builders, which specializes in period- CHNTUITIVE READERS Sham“.;:m:psu;mm" e Crossover Gifts
or Mattison@earthlink.net. repraduction residences, constructed the office. 1034 Heights BIVG ..eneomn 713/004-4528 415 Westheimer ... www.crossevergifts.com

Alton LaDay (pictured) has launched The LaDay
Group, a public relations and advertising firm, LaDay
plans to focus on companies
seeking GLBT customers as
well as businesses within the
GLBT community. LaDay,
formerly director of
_ marketing and design
g services for Decorative Center
- Houston, is active with the

-3

25,

Shawn Smith (above, |) has joined the personal
training staff of Muscle Mechanics. He joins

With their new office
open, co-owners Karen
Derr (pictured) and Rob-
ert Derr will soon announce
plans for their firm's 10th-
anniversary celebrations.

The phone number is 713/
B62-1600. The website is
www.KarenDerr.com. Il

...... 713/523-1627

TR 713/529-5842
DLOGICAL READINGS

\TE SERVICES REALTORS

1am/AllisonSpear.com

ta 200 e T13/524-7653

tello/Karen Derr & Assoc.

Wd ... reneee 20 1/222-8311

dential Gary Greana
...................... 713/412-5996

[ColdwellBanker

V.J. Tramonte/Joe Tramanie Really
1802 Broadway,Ste 122 Galv..,. 409/765-9837

Tony Valadez/WaterhiliCompany's Limited
1717 5t James Place Sta 360 . 281-898-1020
Bryan Willlams, ABR/Coldwell Banker
1505 Heights BIvd ,...coeiiiiinm 713/868-0456
Robert Zahn/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1034 Heights Blvd ................... 408/9308-8237

MORTGAGE LENDERS

Brooks Ballard/GMAC Real Estate
4150 Westhelmer ... T13/522-7474

Chase Home Finance/Moe Sarakbi

Garden Mystiques

BOT WL BIAY ....opeonriie
Headliners 24 Hour Video
7330 Southwest Fwy ........ 713/270-7308
Loftie Lou Lovely's Cook Book

www. lottieskitchen.com.......... 409/762-6677
Purple Triangle

......... www.thepurpletriangle.com

713/342-0010

1138 West Bray ..o 113/520-5800

Slppora Art Gallery
24 WISE BRAY oo 713/520-1085
Somoza Gallery

faces, gazing balls, hand-crafted metal silhouettes, 5 Human Rights Campaign and identical twin brother Scott Smith, who has been a ‘ ::.f!(.a-rsnul..'-!a-rr & :.Isas?nﬁu.l % Ei?fi;:;f:[[!:s ﬁz:l-:; E::Es:ngsﬁ;gla:fa]ﬁf?gfrm R R L

statuary, wrought iron, and more = will serve as one of the co-  Muscle Mechanics trainer since 1993 Specializing in Vi e TIUB22STT Larry Carter/dohn-Robert Charles, TELEPHONES/CELU/WIRELESS
Garden Mystiques is located at 807 West Gray. The  chairs of the annual dinner in 2005. Muscle Mechanics is located at 617 Richmond Ave. P-;E['SOI‘IB"W-Gllided 1Derr & Assoe. Cody Grizzoffi/Scott Pelzer/Matthew Vest B Premier Paging & Wireless

phone number is 713/942-0010. The website is vd s T13/875-7049 1939 W Gray .. 713/284-5360 12220 Murphy Road, Stafford . 281/575-8500

www.gardenmystiques.com.

The LaDay Group phone number is 713/528-1703.
The website is www.theladaygroup.com,

The phone number is 713/523-56330, and the website is
www.musclemechanics.com.

Therapy '

‘en Derr & Assoc.

Mortgage Associates/John Frels

CALL FOR PRIDE CARD SPECIALS

...because every vd e 113/862-1600 3303 Louisiana, Suite 220........713/524-1850  Telscom Wireless Services Inc
person is unique Karen Derr & Assoc. Neider Mortgage/Aric Cousins 12320 Bellaire 281/668-8108
VI, srccomiivimenen TIRBEZNO00 s 713/876-5203 TRAVEL
her/Karen Derr & Assoc. Prestige Martgage Group/Jose McDonald Conclerga Travel, Inc
Be Glad To Help You VO, e 2B1/216-0557 3934 FM 1960 W, Ste 105 713/446-0303 4900 Mimesa 713/661-2117
uild Self-Esteem e RESTAURANTS/COFFEE BARS Orbitz.com 1
Improve Relationships Home Team Auntie Chang's Dumpling House 401 N Michigan, Suite 1400 ..... 312/384-4580
« Dvercome ¥ riangsqagr 2521 S Shepherd 290 713/524-8410
- - Stress and Fears /Martha Turner Properiies ?_:;'i":;s h!?,“m American CUJ?L"?P,__.D? Thanks for
- Depression Ay LD, oo FI555:0208) T oAt A il )
Karen Derr & Assoc. lléncslr.l"r*."f’“ AT 0088 supporting
ey 713/501-7076 748 E. 1Hh 8L 713/862-00
{ yn/Karen Derr & ﬂ.ssLnlac Hollywood Vietnamese & Chinese QutSmart
DEBORAH DENSON, LMSW-ACP b, LA 7136190519 29 OANL . T13/523-8608 !
- i " advertisers.

» Licensed Master of Social Work
fAdvanl:ed Clinical Practitioner

2900 Weslayan Suite 535 « 713-850-7225

A Premiere
Cleaning Service
since 1989.

 Family owned and operated

-'\IIL‘IIIK. -'Ju'-t“-'n'

Travel in teanr with supervisor
Weekiv-bi-monthly-one-time
Specialists in detail cleaning
Packing or unpacking for relocating
* Bonded for Yyour protection

\aren Derr & Assoc.
713/538-7BTD
/Karen Derr & Assoc.

. ... e T13/409-8920

Lo PR

1DeHar

I.
GRAPHER

Kam’s Fine Chinese Cuisine
4500 C Montrose.......

Kim Son Restaurants

2001 Jeffarson

713/529-5057

o

113/222-2461

Please tell them
you saw their ad
in OutSmart.

Local companies that participated in the September 2 Alexandra Sullivan of Diagnostic Eye Center 6 Kathleen Connaughton of Hollywood

YOU OWE YOURSELF

19-20 Empower expo at the George R. Brown Bellaire. Frame Gallery. e :
Convention Center included these eight: 3 Anderson Garrett (I-r), Stacey Roberts, and Chris Valentine of 7 Clyde Williams of Williams & Warren A. }.’.qu ]':Sb“l)NI} L T
Yellow Cab. Attorneys at Law. HOME CLEANING SERVICE

4 Kyle Jean (1) and Mark Gragg of Labrador Mechanical.
5 Linda (1) and Will Boze of Planet Ford.

Free estimate by phone

713.525.1406

1 Clarie Reiswerg ([) and Barbara Zimmerman of
Sand n Sea, Galveston,

8 Jesse Martinez (|-r), Lora Andrews, and Brad
Comer of Pride EMS.
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Business News

Mystiques, a new outdoor-decor shop in Montrose.
The yard and six full reoms offer more than 700 different
items, including wind chimes, feeders, pot feet, fountains,
twirlers, sun catchers, stepping stones, art stakes, tree
faces, gazing balls, hand-crafted metal silhovettes,
statuary, wrought iren, and more.

Garden Mystiques is located at 807 West Gray. The
phone number is 713/842-0010. The website is
www.pardenmystiques.com.

4
.
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Local companies that participated in the September

Karen Kleh;is (pialured) as opened Garden”

On August 17, business coach Mattison Grey will
begin offering “"Coaching for Leaders," a seven-session
seminar series, The sessions will take place on Tuesday
evenings, 6:30-8:30 p.m., at Brooks Ballard GMAC Real
Estate (4150 Westheimer, Suite 210), Grey (*Well
Coached,” June 2004 OuiSmard) will present tools that
participants can use to improve their careers and their
lives. The fee is $475 ($450 before August 7).

For more information, contact Grey at 713/296-9245
or Mattison@ earthlink.net.

Alton LaDay (pictured) has launched The LaDay
Group, a public relations and advertising firm, LaDay
plans to focus on companies
seeking GLBT customers as
well as businesses within the
GLBT community. LaDay,
formerly director of
mdrkpnnu and design

¢ services for Decorative Center

- Houston, is active with the

F =N : Human Rights Campaign and
* = will serve as one of the co-

chairs of the annual dinner in 2005.
The LaDay Group phone number is T13/528-1703.

CES

|x Bonlemps
832/647-89321

ive offers from OutSmart advertisers!

Chimney Rock ChiropracticArt Keller, D.C.

713/288-1020

3033 CRIMNEY ROCK vorrrroe

713/781-3344

Kirby Weliness Center/Kenneth W, Lester

281/872-0215

2727 Kirby Dr, 5te. 324 ...

713/526-5252

Patrick McNamara, MD

4101 Greenhriar, Ste. 355 ... T13/52-HIVDR
Schrader Clinic/Shannon Schrader, MD
4101 Greenbriar, Ste. 200 ....... T13/526-1717

Varsity Productions [ John Conray
B217 EdIog ..oocoienn RIS R 713/542-8277

= COSMETIC/PLASTIC SURGERY =

Town & Country Plastic Surgery
R. Scott Yarlsh, MD, PA
10565 Katy Frwy, Ste, 100 ....... T13/467-0146

1s = COUNSELING/THERAPY »

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES

"13227-45PA  FonyCarroll, LMSW-ACP

1006 Missour
713/528-7623

2900 Weslayan Ste. 535
713/527-0220
408/750-85T1
ERVICES

20% OFF INITIAL ViSIT.

'13/524-MEET Miles Glaspy

713/216-7000

1973 W, Gray #20 Lovecniiennn
Enod Gray, LMSW-ACP, C. Ht., CSA T
4200 MOMTOSE ...\ peeenrecerenrnne

T13/527-0000

Deborah Denson, LMEW—.&CP

713/850-7225

Jackle Falls/Face to Face Relationsp Inst
2626 W Loop South # 650-Z...
BS54 paniel Garces, MS, LPC, LMFT
3316 ME. VEINOM . ovmiersivmnii

T13/667-487T

713/526-8390

718/626-1813

713/522-7014

Barbara Levinson, PhD/ Cir for Healthy

Sexuallty
2400 Augusta Dr. Ste. 120,
Denise 0O'Doherty

713/869-1144
408/741-2006

3730 Kirty, Ste 810 ...

713/522-2000 The Pride Institute

Iy

713/852-0805
3400 Mantrose

Bob Snellgrave, LMSW-ACP

Patrick J. Vachon, LMSW, ACP
i L 113/524-17T1

B00/54-PRIDE

713/522-7014

= 713/284-5569 PR
The wehsite is www.theladaygroup.com. T Jett Vannice, PhD .
1415 N. Loop W., Ste. 780 _...... 713/426-4455
e di DENTISTS
< 13208-5100 = .
% AINERS __  Bruce W. Smilh, DDS
5 t 'EE’.UBS, .o 1006 Missour  713/529-4364
=3 3/864-1231
' 2 * HEALTH SERVICES/PRODUCTS =
l n 4 713/524-0032 Houston Buyers Club Discount Vitamins
I dl 4224 Yoakum j  713/520-5288
N E BT 713/880-9181

2 Alexandra Sullivan of Diagnostic Eye Center

jrainer

gan 20%

713/526-3212

£ /SALONS

* MASSAGE THERAPIST/YOGA =

B32/443-FTT
DISCOUNT OFF FACIALS
713/623-6330
T19'W Gray

Health Masters Massage
& School of Massage
1071 Franklin

Ken Claude, RMT

Raul Guzman, RMT

Jnel Leal, RMT
713/528-331

DERS Tms Massaue Man

Albert Woo/Touch Therapias

=4 Alan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch
., 713/842-0923

713/446-6472

713/228-8499

.. 113/240-9598

1. B32/524-TT00

« 113/397-8808

713/652-5766

713/523-2521

* OPHTHALMOLOGISTS =

Dtaunusllc Eye  Center
6500 Fannin, Ste. 1108....,

713/526-7865 Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD

5420 Dashwood, St2. 107 ........

Marc R. Sanders, MD, F.A.C.S.
713/797-1500
Diagnostic Eye Center Bellaire/

T13/BEB-9118

* OPTOMETRISTS »

Eye Elegance

Spectacles on Montrose
4317 Montrose # 2

7113/629-9985

2ONE W BIRY iiciiemsesirions

3966 Wastheimer ...

T13/622-4411

e 7 13/529-3937
Studio 20/20/0r Paul Beckwith

w1 13/BOT-TTT3

713/942-7546 : r
19-20 Empower expo at the George R. Brown Bellaire. Ee FoiFas MIBH‘I'SIGMNS
Convention Center included these eight: 3 $151E3;30“ E:B":;“ (I-r), Stacey Roberts, and Chris Valentine uﬁMAP‘F 1214 Hermann Dr #845 . 713/521-0340
ellow Ca

1 Clarie Reiswerg (1) and Barbara Zimmerman of
Sand n Sea, Galveston.
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4 Kyle Jean (1) and Mark Gragg of Labrador Mechanica’; o
5 Linda (1) and Will Boze of Planet Ford.

Carolyn Gardiner, MD

713/627-WELL

4126 SW Fragway, Ste. 1100

713/865-9808

Brandon Home Furnishings

IR E R T Telo) T — 713/785-7888
Carl Moore Antigues

1610 Biss0nngt ..., cvmmreriene
Cities

PLERILY NTELT T, - D T13/528-2662
tecorDECOR

3200 Kirby, Ste 102
Mid-Century Pavilian
2215 Washington
Nawport Furnishings

. T13/524-2502

. T13/524-8429

. 713/863-1986

1000 §. Loop West, Ste 100 ... 713/741-2266
Pille’

3621 W Alabama . . 113/961-1618
Urban Leather

5403 South Rice . 713/432-7632

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Jeffrey T. Bules
6575 W. Loop South, Ste, 185 . 713/661-7700
Rob Schmerler
6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 . 713/661-7700

JEWELERS

Diamond Jewelry Factary, The
6463 Westheimer. ... e TTHTBS-0110
I.\W, Marks Jewelers

3841 Ballaire Blvd - 1 13/668-5000

LANDSCAPE/POOLS/DECKS

Caohen’s Nursery & Landscaping
3426 W. Belifor 713/272-6161
Garden Designs

8521 W

1 Westhaimer, # 381 o T1A/2T8-3344

PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES
Ca' Veterinary Clinic/Dr Paula Runte
25 W Alabama 713/523-5171
"S Pet Slﬂlnq Service In the Heights
...... " 713/869-3698

PHOTOGRAPHY

Dalton DeHarl Pnumgraphv

........ et 11006222202
e Hollywund Portrait Studios
2643 Richmond Avenus ..., . T13/523-8683
FREE SITTING FEE (A $40.00 VALUE)

PLUMBING/SUPPLIES

PAX Plumbing
............................................. 713/698-5012

ll plumb-It

BT T T — 713/942-2277
PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

Copy.Com

1201-F Westheimer. ...
House of Coleman
801 W, Alahama ,icccauvvirmseer . 713/523-2521

. 7113/528-1201

PSYCHIC/INTUITIVE READERS

Joe Paxion
.................................... . 713/523-1627
n Lilly Roddy Astrology
s 1 13/529-5842
rﬂ% O‘FFASTHOI[JGJ'CN READINGS.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES REALTORS

Michael Bickham/AllisonSpear.com
3200 Kirby, Sulta 200 713/524-7653

Richard Buentello/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1034 Haights Bivd ...ccoeenns .- 281/222-9311
Chip Byas/Prudential Gary Greene

........... coreesnens 113/412-5995
Terre CuﬂmuniﬂuldwﬁllBenkar

1505 Helghts Bivd ... 713/866-T805
Bruce Chambers/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Helghts Blvd. ..o 713/822-1577

Bob Darr.’Karun Derr & Assoc.

o T13/875-T042
Karen Derrﬂ(aren Derr & Assoc.
1034 Helghts Blvd ..... 713/862-1600
Glen Fillmore/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights BIVA, ...coivviseen. 713/862-1600
Bruce Hulmacher/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Bivd. ...... 281/216-0557
Sarah Goodner/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Bivd 281/830-8325
Dana Gray/Gray Home Team
G700 5 RIGE. ..oerrrrrmemrrreririsd T137298-1481

Karen Harberg/Martha Turner Properties
50 Briar Hollow Ln. ... 713/558-3208
Jerry Jagpers/Karan Derr & Assoc.

1034 Heights Blvd. ...... .. T13/501-7076
Clitford Johnson/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1034 Heights BIvd. ..o T13/819-0019
Marty Justus/Karen Darr & Assoc.
1034 Heights BIVD. ..vessinnin T13/538-7870

Darren Moore/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1034 Heights Bivd .. T13/409-8929

Todd Partridge/Partridge Properties

3230 Yoakum. ... S——
Margol Peraz/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1034 Helghts Blvd. ................. 281/832-TT64
Danny Pleason/Karpas Properties

3355 W. Alabama, Ste. 800 ....... T13/850-1777
Rhonda Power/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1034 Heights Blvd. .oooiinne T13/875-T297
Rebecca Perez/Keller Willlams Realty
...................... . 113/240-6320
Claire Ralswarqj&and‘ﬂ Sea PlratesBeach
WWW.SENANSEA.C0M i ivissinaeions 408/737-2556
Maria Sindoni/ReMax

710N Post Oak, Ste 510 ... . 113/461-2798
Sheree Thompson/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1034 Heights Blvd ..........oone. . 713/204-4828
V.J. Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty

1802 Broadway,Ste 122 Galv.....409/765-9837
Tony Valadez/WaterhiliCompany's Limited
1717 S8t James Place Ste 360 . 281-898-1020
Bryan Willlams, ABR/Coldwell Banker
1605 Haights Bivd .................. 7 13/869-0456
Robert Zahn/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1034 Heights Blvd ... 409/938-9237

MORTGAGE LENDERS

Brooks Ballard/GMAC Real Estate

4150 Westheimer ... 713/522-7474

Chase Home Finance/Moe Smnbi

1800 W. Loop South, Ste1950, T13/668-8727

Countrywide Home Loans/Natalie Carr,

Larry Carter/John-Robert Charles,

Cody Grizzoffi/Scott Pelzer/Matthew Vest

1938 W BIRY ...cciiissiiimmminniin 713/284-5360

Mortgage Associates/John Frels

3303 Lovislana, Suite 220.........713/524-1850

Neider Mortgage/Aric Cousins
................... T13/876-5203

Prastlna Martgage Group/Jose McDanald
3934 FM 1960 W, St 105 ...... T13/446-0303

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE BARS

Auntie Chang's Dumpling House

2621 § Shephard #2530 713/524-8410
Benjy's Modern American Culsine
2424 Dunstan \ 713/622-7602
11th Street Cafe

TAE 1HhSL. 713/862-0089
Hollywood Vietnamese & Chinese

2409 Grant ... T13/523-8808
Kam’s Fine Chinese Cuisine

4500 C Montrose....... 7 13/529-5057

Kim Son Restaurants
20071 Jafferson............ccceeieins 713/222-2461

Laurier Cafe & Wine

1307 FANRIN.. ... oremmsasasarssnss e 713/328-5103
Maria Salma

1617 Richmond...............cooooe. T13/528-4920
Noche Gocina Y Bar

2409 MONTrosa v ivsimssen: » T13/529-8559
Riva's Italian Restaurant

1117 MIBSOU ... oeeeserrrreees 713/529-3450
Tila's Restaurant

1111 5. Shephard.......ccocerrrmrmsene 713/522-7654

SPECIALITY RETAIL

Alan Hurwitz/Paintings
-.www.alanhurwitz.com

Crassover Gifts
415 Westheimer ...,
Garden Mystigues
SO W B e 713/942-0010
Headlinars 24 Hour Video
7330 Southwest Py ... .. T13/270-7309
Lottie Lou Lovely's Cook Book
wrw. lottigskitchen.com........... 409/762-6677
Purple Triangle

...... eeeniiinnes WWW.ThEDUrpletriangle.com
Sel Far Life
1138 Wesgt Gray ..o
Sippora Art Gallery
234 West Gray .....
Somoza Gallery
2415'W Alabama #200 ............. 713/528-6065

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS
n Premier Paging & Wireless
12220 Murphy Road, Stafford . 281/575-8500
CALL FOR PRIDE CARD SPECIALS
Telecom Wireless Services Inc
12320 Beltaire ........... .. 281/668-6108
TRAVEL

Concierge Travel, Inc
4020 Mimosa ...

Orbitz.com
401 N Michigan, Sufts 1400

www.crossovergifts.com

. T13/520-5800

- 113/520-1085

o T13/661-2117

312/384-4580

Thanks for
supporting
OutSmart
advertisers.
Please tell them

you saw their ad
in OQutSmart.
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BRIAR PATCH
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w,. HoustonGoyBars. com

il BEHIND THE BAR

Crocker » 713/665-9878 » ww
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RANCH HILL SALOON

Galveston

GARZA'S KON TIKI
fed dowmlown, he Kon T Karaoke Contest
€very Thursday Night

Starting @ 9 pm

tall for mn._r]-_'in!n
By =5 Northsides ORIGINAL Alternative Bar
CASH I;RIZES Where both MEN and WOMEN are WELCOME

12:00pm — 2:00am, 7 days a week

) Karaoke Thursday Night
The Rainbow Room D) Every friday & Saturday Night

UNDERCURRENT 527 Barren Springs

Houston, Texas 77090 2 8 | 8 7 488 O 2] 5

CLUB INERGY
A nigiilite: st o 12 years, fhis Souft
4 i hythms, mains

N-0ays

RAINBDW ROOM

GoGirlsMHusic.com presenis

GoGirlsRock!

Saturday, August 2 1st
Rhythm Room, 1815 Washington Ave.
9pm, 55 cover, all ages
Foabuing periormances by
Sharee' Allison Band * Cuntry Punks
Liviya Compean * The Hot As Shits

werw oG IrEmUSIc com * werw gogiisrock com

h Curry and Marvin Gremier, |o

d-floor deck still ¢
Bivd. » 400/750-8571

“ Like an old friend...”

Beau-n-'l-om

THE COPA - ;
SINCE 1977 Marvin Zindler’s

Blue Ribbon Award
2002 & 2003

this hwo-gfary donce club
hat would m
09/832-4206

B Would you like your business to profit from this space? &

Serving the Community fo be the
BEST ITALIAN RESTAURANT 6 years in a row!

(/ I) et /?’d/ et i (/ ))m/(mmm'

1117 MISSOUR] STREET 713.529.3450 s

Monthly Gay & Lesbian Spending Patterns

* DINES QUT 4-5 times per week = ATTENDS LIVE PERFORMANCES 2-3 times per month » GOES TO A CLUB OR BAR 2 times a week

& )1y STId @
Call 713.520.7237

Send bar/club news to
clubguide@outsmartmagazine.com.
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by Lilly Roddy

ell, our good friend Mercury does

go retrograde this month on August

9. So please get all of your new
projects sfarted before August 5, or you will
have to wait until September 6 before you can
start anything new. Be sure to take care of any
old projects during this time. Since Mercury will
be retrograde in Virgo, this is a prime time for
reorganizing things of home and at the work
place. * The first week of the month is a tense
time. People are shorttempered, and by the end
of the week most of us will want to escape from
routines. We are back to normal by the second
week, even with Mercury retrograde. Wednes-
day the 18th is a rather tense day. Keep your
schedule light. Plans will change suddenly. The
fourth week is better, except for Thursday and
Friday. Keep your plans light. You will not want
to be enduring routines. * The Sun enters Virgo
on the 22nd. Mercury is first in Virgo but backs
into Leo on the 24th. Venus starts the month in
Gemini but slips into Cancer on the 7th. Mars
is in Leo as the month begins but enters Virgo
on the 9th. The rest of the outer planets remain
in the sign they're in

ARIES (March 21 -April 19). As the month be-
gins, life is o bit easier. You have certainly been
in o funk about your security and your home
You are still concerned, but you are not so ab-
sessed with it. You are in an organizing mood
by mid-month and waont everything in its place.
Relationships are more playful because you are
not so serious. Your artistic and creative skills
are strong this month. Make sure you take time

to play

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You are focused
on the family, home, and crealing a ploce of
emotional security. And you are a bit more
pushy about your agenda than your narmal self.
This could be a good month for home improve-
ment or repair. You will be more sensifive than
usual on the 5th. Keep your schedule light for
that day. Relationships are not sefiled, but you
are not sure what you want and therefore can't
QNE a clear message fo any pariner, p{‘}ierliial
or otherwise. You are more reloxed by the lat-
ter part of the month.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You will want to
gef as much done as possible by the 5th betore
your ruling planet Mercury goes retrograde.
This retrograde period will recall your early
childhoad and the events that shape you now.
Expect to hear from people from that time in
your life. You are more talkative this month, and
you really want people fo listen fo you. Keep a
close eye on your money. You will teel a pinch
around the end of the month, but it is only tem-
porary. As long as relationships give you free-
dom, you will be around. Lock you in and you
are gone

96 AUGUST 2004 OQOutSmart

VIRGO [August 23 -September 22). Mer-
cury, your ruling planet, will be retrograd-
ing in your sign this month. That means that
you will be tripping over your tongue. As
always, this is o time to finish up tasks from
the past and not toke on new agenda items.
Relationships can be very testy this month,
particularly if you are feeling restricted or
repressed by your partner. You cerfainly
won't be shy about saying how your feel,
Work may be on escape for you. Just avoid
new enterprises until next month.

CANCER (June 22-July 22]. Financial matters
are keeping your clows to the grindstone. You
are making a list, checking it twice, and getting
those chores checked off. You are notas hoppy-
go-lucky as people expect you to be. Your BS
quolient is just very, very low. Make sure you
have some time for play as you are reworking
thase routines in your lite. Also stay on top of
your health, Exercise is recommended. You are
highly susceptible to any passing illnesses. You
maoy want to avoid crowds

LEO (July 23-August 22). This is your solar
return fime, you lucky Leos—the time of the year
when you are officially supposed to concentrate
on y{]urse“ This yecr|y Cy:|$ is a time to review
what you did and what you want te accomplish
for the next year, Some of you have reclly been
doing some soul searching to tigure out just what
you want to do, especially concerning relation-
ships. You are confused, not sure what you want,
or atthe very least uninterested in coupling. Take
care of money matters this month, You will be
glad you did.

LIBRA (September 23-October 23). Social
groups and business organizations highlight
your life this month. You can really do well this
menth, in business or persenal relationships, if
you invest some fime in associations. And if you
can visit some groups that you were once o
member of, it would even be better. You spent
most of last month concentrating on career, and
now it is time fo take your momentum fo a more
social arena. You are not really interested in @
romantic encounter ot the moment. You sfill need
more time to yourself. But that is oll about te
change at the end of September

PEREL

SCORPIO (October 24 -November 21). This
is your month to take the lead and step into the
spotlight. And you are really up for the task at
hond. Be sure to greass the path. You are mav-
ing quickly and can easily step on the toes of
someone nol quick enough to get them out of
your way. In business, this is an excellent menth
to contact old clients. Support from home and
family may be waning, so look outside of famil-
iar places for that. Keep your eyes open. Rela-
fionship potentials are all around.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 -December
21). There is a mix of energies for you this month.
First, it is a time fo visit places you have been
before and get away from the humdrum of work.
All work and no play make Jane a dull girl. You
will be overdue for excitement by mid-month.
Make sure you have trips planned. There will
be plenty of time for work, duty, etc. by the end
of the month, Even relationships can feel resiric-
five. Keep an open mind and on open door,

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19). The
relationship theme continues to be o prominent
one in your life. You are interested in finding some-
one to seftle down with. And you are ready to
ask the hard questions. You don't like to waste your
time with things anyway—this is no excepfion. Some
of your dores may rh.nk you are lr‘rrerviewing
them for a job. Don't worry, You are. You are look-
ing atintimacy this manth. Your sex drive is strong,
but you want to teel connected to your partner.
That has to be there, or the sex drive won't be.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 1B). Re-
lationships and establishing your own identity
are the two things you ore going fo be focusing
on this month. Even though they may sound like
opposites, they are not. Essentially, you are try-
ing to give of yourself in a relationship and es-
tablish boundaries at the same fime. You don't
want fo feel unappreciated or token advantage
of. You are a very sensitive person, and you
need a lot of love and attention, This may show
up as arguments or confrontations. Bul you will
have to have both or have none at all.

PISCES (February 19-March 20}, There cer-
tainly seems to be a lot of drama at work this
month. Even you won't be able to assuage the
savage egos and keep everybody's needs met.
You will find thot you are expressing more than
frustration. This would be a good time to remem-
ber your boundaries. Relationships are also tax-
ing this month. Old problems return. You can
deol with them for good this menth. The 18th is
a volotile day. Keep your eyes open.

A professional astrologer for 20 years, lifly
Roddy counsels individuals and teaches classes.
Her website is www.lillyroddy.com.
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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We put the heart of the firm into every case for every client.

“Properly done, modern dental care should NEVER burt,
shauld not be stressful and should last a t'ong’ time. "

We employ the best and newest techniques and
materials because YOU are our first and only concern.

My practice is not a “clinic” setting!

YOU get quality time, one patient at a time. Every
time. Come see how much difference a nonclinical
setting makes for comfort!

Strict adherence to cutting-edge sterilization of all
instruments and facilities.

Hag : 1006 MISSOURI ST.
' Hours By Appopintment

713.529.4364

HIV LAW « Adoption » Real Estate « Custody Disputes
Cohabitation Agreements = Wills & Probates
Personal Injury « Criminal Law « Business & Contract Law

FREE CONSULTATION - 713.522.1211
WWW.LAWBRENNAN.COM

Who's watching your kids
when you’re away?

THESE ARE NOT MODELS.
THESE ARE ACTUAL CLIENTSI

PET SITTING
IN THE HEIGHTS

* Experienced » Bonded
= Professional = References Avallable

Competitive Rotes: S20/day (2+visits) or S10Misil.
SPECIAL 25% CASH, OR NEW CLIENT DISCOUNT!

P s IN THE
m%’r HEIGHTS
PET SITTING IN THE HEIGHTS

713/869-3698
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Your favorite fall home

terior

design show

Presented m;’ James Hardie’
by \W, /J Siding Products

August 27-29
Weliant Center

Over 700 Exhibits and...

+ ASID 35th Annual Interiors BAZAAR

Once a year ASID Interior Designers, their Industry Partners an

ndusiry sources |

’ Gallena of Furnlshmgs
our aver 4,000 sq. ft. of fumishing & decor vignettes!

Slylm' Design Stage

Have fun learning “hew to” all weekend!

Entertainin’ Stage

From recipes to party planning, get great advice from the expert
+ Kitchen & Bath Idea Center

Shop here for all the latest styles and hottest trends in Kilchens

& Batt

Faux F|m5h|ng Technlques

e la i for fabulous faux finishing from the

. Ask a Deslgner free consultation
Don't forget your swatches and blueprints! Ask a local ASID
Interior C-es-g”le' to solve your design dilemmas during a FREE 10

minute consuitation
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Caner Oosterhouse Vern Yip Nik Manojlovich
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For mare Informathn s Trading
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Spar‘es—- stage Friday Show & Sat Savoir Faire
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WHERE.

in the village, around the corner

2424 DUNSTAN
( AT THE CORNER OF DUNSTAN & KELVIN )

5 minutes from downtown | casual attire

T 713.522.7602 | F 713.522.7655

benjys.com

WHEN.

RESTAURANT HOURS:
SUNDAY - MONDAY: IIAM - 9PM
TUESDAY - THURSDAY: lIAM - IOPM
FRIDAY - SATURDAY: IIAM - IIPM

LOUNGE HOURS:
MONDAY: 4PM - IOPM
TUESDAY - THURSDAY: 4PM - 12AM
FRIDAY - SATURDAY: 4PM - 2AM

g

e nj ys

|

MODERN AMERIC AN CUISINE

-
<t
Bl
(=8
lieeied
o=
-
=
o=
o
o
<
fadlcBy

best restavrant

HOUSTON PRESS READERS" CHOICE

EAT. DRINK. REPEAT.

in The village




BEST AFTER WORK BAR

{200 &

the lounge & outdoor deck

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
MON-SAT 4PM-7PM

APPETIZERS $5

WARM PISTACHIO CRUSTED
GOAT CHEESE CAKES

with lemon dressed mizuna
and Southern “lavosh”

WOOD OVEN ROASTED BRIE
AND PORTABELLO ENCHILADAS

with pesto cream sauce

FRIED CALAMARI

with crispy lemon rings and sambal

cocktall sauce

GULF COAST
LUMP CRAB CAKES

with spicy Remoulade

SMOKED SALMON SHORTSTACK

with crawfish cokes, avecado,
and sweet red onions

SHRIMP AND PECAN DUMPLINGS

with walnut-ponzu vinaigrette

GINGERED BEEF POTSTICKERS

with Thai chili-pineapple sauce

CRISPY TUNA SPRING ROLLS
with basil, mint, and portabello mushrooms

HAPPY HOUR Prices are

DRINKS $5

KETELONE MONDAY
Ketelone Martini Might

Ketelone Citroen CCEIHQPQ“TC‘II"IS

SKYY TUESDAY
Skyy Apple Martini Night
Skyy Vanille Cocktails

BACARDI WEDNESDAY
Bacardi Flavor Moillo MNight
Featuring Bacardi Light,
Bacardi Coco, Bacardi 'O’

BOMBAY /JACK DANIELS
THURSDAY

Bombay Sapphire Martinis
Jack Daniels Cocktails

RAIN/IBOO FRIDAY
benjy's Rain Tinis -
Strawberry infused Rain Vodka Night
I800 Reposade Sipping Night

SVEDKA SATURDAY
Svedka Vodka Night

fer Lounge guests only

HAPPY HOUR ltems will not be available fer to go orders
All Menu items and prices are subject to change

" DINNER.

rouston |

SMALL PLATES

HAO CRUSTED GOAT CHE

SALADS

WHITE PITZA f i
sressar baby orugui EXECUTIVE CHEF dylan murray

SOUS CHEFS edmunde martinez, drew wilson

‘BEST LUNCH.

02120 03/2004

now open all day every a

APPETIZERS & SIDE SALADS
LUMP CRAB CAKES with Remoulade sauc

AESAR SALAD wirh cikafr

BEST BRUNCH.

STARTERS

HICKEN APRLE SALSAGE

OMELETTES& SUCH

CIECKEN, Worban cnsps

it soy-gorlic deessing

EN (AESAR (LLIA WRAF
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