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Priced from
$160,000

In It.

100% Financing
Available

"I-'| i 1E
up [ i

If not, Don’t call
713-223-LOFT

Own It.

NOW PUBLISHING IN OUR 11™YEAR!

QutySmart

nagazine

Publisher Greg Jeu
Associate Publisher |ames T. Hurst

Editor Tim Brookove

Creative Director/Entertainment Editor

Graph rtist Teresa Anderson
Additional Design Services klumppcreative

Contributing Writers

Photographersilllustrators kel

General Manager |

Account Executives

705 MAIN STREET HOUSTON TEXAS 77002

« CEDMAIN

National Advertising Representative

P&

www.StGermainLofts.com
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loft homes
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$460,000
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OUT AT TUTS - Wednesday, December 8

Are you a musical theatre lover2 Would you like fo mingle with the cast of “Singin’ In The Rain” and
listen fo some fabulous cabaret music? Then, Out At TUTS is for you. Affer the performance join your
GIBT friends at Artista Restaurant in the Hobby Center. You'll enjoy complimentary hors d'oeuvres
and drinks ot Happy Hour prices. Now THAT's a “night on the town"!

Spansored by (Jul_Smart

713.558.TUTS ;ﬂl(’atreUmlerThcjtars wnw; HUts. coim

Groups enjoy special discounts. Call 713.558.8888.
[:I9 Open Coptioned Performances: Sunday, Dec. 12 at 7:30 pm ond Thursday, Dec. 16 at 8 pm T3] Audio Described Performance: Sunday, Dec. 12 af 2:00 pm

DOWNTOWN N TR TV : i -
. RLINGTON > Z -
& ! MY KB KTRKY BURLNGTON  ConocoPilips [ Locke Liddell & soppur~ S0USTN  Comtinental




Give Your Home A New Look
For The Holidays!

Get It Done Fast! You Still Have Tlme

Remember, Everything on Our Showroom Floor Is
Available For Immediate Purchase
Take It With You or We'll Deliver!

ot
SPECIAL 5 &
Ij'l‘]?l.-\NCINI:-
Netini  FINE FURNITURE, ACCESSORIES, ART AND RUGS Houston
THE BEST THE FURNITURE INDUSTRY HAS TO OFFER...
Always, 30% To 70% Off Traditional Furniture Store Prices!

8648 GLENMONT I e
HOUSTON « 713.785.7888 |

Just East Of Fondren Between Harwin & Westpark
120,000 SQ. FT. WAREHOUSE OF FINE HOME FURNISHINGS
SUNDAYS 11AM TO 6PM * M-S 10AM TO 6PM

Letters

MORE MOVIES
wavs enioy

OUTSIDE PARTY LINES

OUR CONTRIBUTORS

CORRECTION

ATTENTION,COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

LOVE LETTERS?
HATE MAIL?
Send to Letters, 3406 Audubon Place, Houstan, TX
77006, or e-mail to letters@outsmar tmagazine.com,




LET IT POUR. On December 11, expect
some holiday high jinks at the first Hanukkah
champagne party thrown by the Jewish Gay &
Leshian Social Group at Meteor. President
Sandy Brauer [r] and board member Barry
Mandel certainly got into the festive spirit

at our photo shoot. By the way, they are
wearing new T-shirt designs from Jewcy,

the cheeky New York-based website
(www.jewcy.com) that promises “kosher-
style fabulosity” The social group, which
formed this year, is affiliated with the

Jewish Community Center Houston.

Photographed by Kelly Catchings

Kamen DERm 8 ASSOCIATES REALTY—ViEW PDF FLYERS @ KARENDERR, COM

One story receni construction patio home

walking distance to golf course. 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bath, $215.000. Call Glenda

Karen Derr
Happy Holidays
713-875-7050

Downtown Galveston historic Texas build-
ing offers loft style living. Enjoy Artwalk in
style! $170s to $230s. Call Clifford Johnson,
713-819-0519,

One of Houston’s most unigue man-
sions will be celebrating its 100th year
soon. Located minutes from downtown
4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath, $489.900. Call
Bob Derr, 713-875-7049

Beauliful townhome with amenities
and upgrades, accessible to downtown,
River Oaks shopping, Memeorial Park and
freeway. 3 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath, $299.900,
courtyard pool. Units starting at $160's. Call Call Margot Perez, 281-932-7764.

This Historic Renovation is located on the
trolley line, in heart of Galveston’s historic
Strand District. Panama Resort includes

R 0 O Y i
J..l 1 ilh_
R S I

Clifford Johnson, 713-819-0519 .

Dominigue Heights is the latest project of Ascent
Development. One of 5 guality tasteful garden
homes on the edge of Woodland Heights, 3 bed-
rooms, 3 1/2 bath, $350,000. Call Rich Martin,
T13-868-9008

with lots of style. Great floor plan and is

Winburn, 713-539-53906.

Call Glen Fillmore,

Erika McCann

Independent Realtor Executive

832-244-0029

Wonderful freestanding patio
home minutes from downtown
and the Medical Center. 3 bed-
rooms, 3 1/2 bath. $294.500. Call
Erika MceCann, 832-244-0029.

full downtown views

AREN DERR

ASSOCIATES REALTY

New Heights construction nestled on
curbed street and surrounded by nice
homes. 4 bedrooms, 3 1/2 bath, $374.900.
Call Margot Perez, 281-932-7764. y—

KaREn DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS & KAWENDERR.COM

Glen Fillmore

Independent Realtor Executive

713-875-9482

Charming Heights classic on pictur-
esque 16th street. Extensive renovi-
tons m 2000 convering all the major
areas. 3 bedroom. 2 bath, $276,500
713-875-0482

Ideally located townhome with fascinating
floorplan, loaded with stunning features and

3182 400. Call Glen Fillmore. 71

Margot Perez

Independent Realtor Executive
281-932-7764

This new constructioin is located on a won-
derful curbed Norhill St. 4 bedroom, 3 hath,
$574.900, Call Margot Perez, 281-932-7764.

New construction integrated with remark-
able amenities package. 2 year builder
waurranty! 3 bedrooms, 3 1/2 bath, $435,000,
Call Glen Fillmore, 713-875-9482

2 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bath,

3-875-9482.
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SHEAR JOY. Bob
Pavey, owner of Timeless
Hair, provides free
haircuts for people living
with HIV/RIDS on the
second Monday of the
month. He is assisted by
six other stylists, including
some who work for other
local salons, Bering
Support Network
organizes the program.
Pavey [photographed in
his salon on West
Alahama) and his fellow
volunteers provide the
service, but he says they
also reap rewards from
their work with these
clients. “When the
haircutters leave here,”
he says, “we're all

on clood nine.”
Photographed

by John Conroy

You may get more than just
a kiss behind closed doors!

FACTS ABOUT SYPHILIS
i It may go unnoticed.
3W'1 S IS sp ead easﬂythrough unprotected oral and anal sex.
f Syphili is makes it easier for you to ge ' IV.and give it too.)
4 Fﬂ:‘!}fﬁi NDOM! Condoms redlice ur chances of
gettmg syphilis, HI ..a’nd other STDs.

‘ et Syphilis.

B Its confidenciall 713-830-3070

215 Westheimer ¢ www.montroseclinic.org

Syphilis. Testing is free. Testing is easy.
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CHRISTMAS.
Christopher Garrett [I-r],
Lillian Devereaux, and
lackie Thorne will appear
in the December 11
holiday show A/ / Want
For Christmas /s You!
presented by the Empire of
the Royal Sovereign and
Imperial Court of the
Single Star at Keys West.
The three performers,
along with the cast of
drag queens and
community entertainers,
will then move to
Michael's Outpost for the
late-night show Lhristmas
Lone Wild. Proceeds from
hoth shows will benefit
The Assistance Fund
medication program and
the Montrose Clinic
women's program,

Photographed by
Kelly Catchings
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YOU DON'T ALWAYS GET WHAT YOU PAY FOR.
SOMETIMES YOU GET MORE.

LIMITED-TIME OFFER: SAVE UP TO S50 OMN SELECT FULL-FEATURE MOTOROLA PHOMES.
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Call Us! We Will Help You Find A Phone
I hat Will Be A Perfect Gift

IHappy Holidays from the only wireless
company that offers “The Significant Other Plan”

NEXTEL 281-898-0950

YESENTA

Tom Bridges Dawn Allman Kerry Sheppard
Consultant Consultant Co-Owner

——

P =
WESTERN
Proud Member TA I—K L.CC. '
“You've Come to ||LHI”IH[||\L — |
e ] visAa B8 |

Corporate Office: 701 N. Post Oak Rd., Suite 130 ® Houston, TX 77024 ¢ Phone: 713 681-7243 |




News Briefs

DATEBOOK

= (-Patrol board meels Dec. 4, 5 p.m,,
at the Rouston GLBT Community Gentar
to consider the future of the organiza-
tion. The public is invited. Info: 713/
528-SAFE, QpatrolHouston@yahoo.com,

* n Dec. 4, Houston Gay & Leshian
Parents haolds its annual gingerbread
housa construction and decoration avent,
2-4 p.m., at St. Stephen's Episcopal
Church. Details: www.hglp.org.

« At Palmer Memorial Episcopal
Church, theologian and author Dr.

L. Michael White speaks on “What Does
the Bible Really Say Abput Homo-
sexuality?" on Dec. 3, 7 p.m. Christ Church
Cathedral cosponsors. Register: 713/592-
6196, ext. 101.

« GLBT Behavioral Health
Coalition meets on Dec. 17, 3-11 a.m,,
at Bering Support Network. Danigl
Garces will speak on “Working with
GLBT Families." Infa: Christopher Kerr,
M.Ed., LPC, 713/528-0037.

* Just For Us, the Houston Gay &
Leshian Parents group for older youth,
plays laser tag game on Dec. 18, B-10
a.m.,, at Laser Quest. $15-820. REVP:
Glenda Redworth, glenda@hglp.org.

+ Metropolitan Community
Church-Galveston Feasibility Team
meets in December (date not
determined at press time) 1o consider
the tormation of an MGG congregation
on the Island. Info;
www.palvestonmec.org.

= Montrose Social Group now mesls
Thursdays, 7:30 p.m., a1 Bering
Memorial United Methodist Church,
Room 201. Info: info@msghouston.org.

+ Dut Together, Houston chapter of
the Straight Spouse Network, a support
organization for current and former
hetarosexual partners of GLAT
individuals, meets weekly at Cale
Express on Kirby, Info: Bab Glark, 713/
f67-1535, hobtx@aal.com;
www.outiogether.org.

* Gelebrate the Houston Public
Library centennial by reading Dorothy
Mlison's Bastard Out af Garling, one of
the 100 favorite titles selected by the
librarians. Review the completa list:
www.houstonlibrary.org, Il

Photography includes the work of Los Angeles photographer Albert J. Winn, whose
autobiographical series My Life Until Now documents his life as a gay, Jewish man
living with HIV. This photo is Self Portrait with Syringe. The exhibition remains on view

The exhibition Identifying Marks: Contemporary Portraits at the Houston Center for

through December 19.

| AM A CAMERA

LAWYERS AID PWAs e

¥

ince September, the nonprofit Houston

Volunteer Lawyers Program has offered
once-monthly legal clinies for people living
with HIV. Individuals who qualify can obtain
assistance with estate-planning documents,
Social Security/SSI appeals, and family-
related legal matters. The final clinic is

Project’s
(l-r) Sandra
Wicoff, Tom
Anthony,
and
Veronica F.
Jacobs at
the Houston
Volunteer
Lawyers

Program
office

downtown.
December 16, noon-3 p.m. at Family Ser-
vices of Greater Houston.

Houston Volunteer Lawyers may offer
the series in the spring, according to AIDS
Project administrator Tom Anthony. Inter-
ested individuals can call Anthony, 713/228-
0735, ext. 121, to schedule an appointment.

More News Briefs —*

Make your dreams
your reality

Come ask for our Community Representatives John Hays and Connie Ford
Ask about our Rainbow Specials!

3440 South Loop West Houston, TX 77025 7 1 3 6 6 3 4 -I ] -I
Inside the Loop, just West of Reliant Stadium 5

Save 50% On Inkjet/Laser Cartridges

| sl g

efill your inkjet or toner
cartridge and save 50%

100% guarantee
b Inkjet Refills while you wait

Lartridge Wnii Enviranmentally friendly
e Expert advice

Qver 700 Cartridge World
<3 Locations

o

Westheimer @ Shepherd
(in Shepherd Square s

near Randall's)

day spa and salon1

5000 WESTHEIMER « SUITE 160
713.629.9995

713-526-0040

va n@cwmo ntrose.com




| Congratulations to OutSmart Magazine

continued from page 16

| on its10th anniversary!

INDY TV SHOW SCREENS DEC. 9
DEC. SERIES YELLOW
uman Rights scheduled to appear. Bridges Toward Hope and Healing
Campaign The screening is part of Fresh in the SGL [same gender loving] cu PEs WITH “ CAB
Houston and Start’s December 9-11 program, Community,” held at First Unitar-
Fresh Start Church Revolution Weekend, which 1an Universalist Church. Fresh HGLIDAY BLUES

will eo-host a screen- includes worship and a December Start worships every Sunday at the
3 : i : : : 3 i g oes the season
ing of the independent 10 panel diseussion “Building Houston GLBT Community Center. : =1 5]
television program leave you in a
2lEVISION [ 'r i
' Y ehe : non-festive mood?
' i " w

On Monday evenings www.YellowCabHouston.com

ber 9, 7:30 p.m., at i
Meteor. The new in December, the

seres, currently avail-
able on DVD, follows
the lives of four
African-American men
H\'ing in Los .'-‘\ngvli*.-i.
Creator Patrik-Ian

| Polk has referred to

UNITED
support-group series P CAB
ﬁ:[:ﬁ:‘:sg t:ﬁa will 71 3'699'0000
sl ok www.UnitedCab.com

and ways we can

el i e TAXIS ]017/ 7 XPRESS

his show as a “black
Sex and the City.”
A discussion and

reception will follow

3 s -_— F :
the sereening. Two 3 =, Man stuff: Darryl Kaminsky says. More - ’ESTA Shurtle
Noah's Are cast mem- Stephens (1) ;'md_ info: 713/526-1017, 713-2 25'2666 71 3'5 23'3888
bers (not determined Jensen Atwood star - ext. 208. 1 s P 71 3'236'88 77 '
in Noah's Arc: _ : www, TaxisFiesta.com www.AirportExpressHouston.com

at press time) are

CARRIAGE i
GLASS & DETAIL Dignity

Family-owned and operated since 1987 ‘
HOUSTON

Roaring into 2000 New Years Eve Gala

' A Community Party Hosted by
The Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of Commerce

Stepping Out in 19207 Style Gy 0\ L it i e
and Swinging (o 2005 tunes! a5 Al ’ coMificates Every Saturday at 7:30PM — MASS & SOCIAL HOUR

, make great
; | 0 /4 i+ 3 s Sundays, December 12 & 19

The Warwick Hotel s kX o8 h_ulldlcw Mass/Advent Services @ 5PM

December 31, 2004 » 7:00 p.m to 2:00 a.m. o VAN L | gifts! Friday December 10

Packages from $79.00 to $175.00 per person (aroling @ Montrose Kroger
From 6:30-8:30PM benefiting Stone Soup

Saturday December 25
Christmas Pot-Luck Dinner
Gather ot 3PM - Eaf of 4PM

GLBT CATHOLICS SERVING THE HOUSTON COMMUNITY SINCE 1974

readers Vol ¢ best
e Now meeting in Montrose at
Ouf gift }ﬁ’ GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Packages vary depending on price. Some include a VIP dinner,

wine, and cocktails. All packages include dancing with D.J., live
cabaret entertainment, breakfast after midnight, champagne toast
at midnight and party favors. Overnight accommodations available EEEETEE=Tr TTEErEnE s

starting at $89. Call 713-526-1991 (ask for reservations).
For ticket sales and infcrmaticn please call 713-023- 1576 or www.CHELCC.ore

Worship with DIGNITY and GRACE!

o ey o

PO Box 66821 * Houston, TX 77266

Wilacealass. com

fond Ave. at Montrose Blvd At
S www.dignityhousion.org

info@dignityhowston.org « 713.880.2872
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by Wayne Besen

CANARY IN A COAL MINE

How the Dems treat GLBT issues may determine the party’s future

he gay movement is the canary in the

coal mine for the future of the Demao-

cratic Party. If party leaders move
right and abandon basie fairness and equal-
ity, it is a strong signal that they will eapitu-
late and surrender their other core principles,
too. This may lead to widespread disillusion-
ment and the creation of a powerful third
party that will shake up American politics.

For the record, I have always been a
proud Democerat and I still expect to die as
one, I have loathed the ego-driven third-
party campaigns of megalomaniac Ross
Perot and egomaniac Ralph Nader.

The Democratic Party is far from per-
fect, but it has always been home. It cer-
tainly is a no-brainer alternative to a Re-
publican Party that calls bigots “the base.”
But in the wake of the election defeat, there
are some Democrats who want to scapegoat
gay people for Bush's victory.

“1 think that whole issue [the freedom

See Fleet Director
JIMMY.
JONES

281.296.5352 virect

jimmy_jones @ fredhaastoyota.com

to marry] has been too much, too fast, too
said

soon. And people aren't ready for it,
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif.
Some Democrats want to veer to the 1'igl 1
in the vain hope of pandering to the 22 per-
cent of voters who picked “moral values” as
their top issue. They believe the first step in
this futile process is to tell gay people they
should “know their place” and gladly accept
their fate as second-clase citizens. That's
right, just shut up and take one for the team!
The harbinger is the upcoming vote to
pass a Constitutional Amendment prohibit-
ing same-sex marriage. Karl Rove told Fox
News Sunday that the Republicans would
“absolutely” push to enshrine diserimination
{ the Democrats buckle and allow gay rela-
tionships to be written out of the Constitu-
tion, they should not be surprised if many
gay people write off the Democratic Party.
This alone, of course, won't cause the for-
mation of a third party with a legitimate

chance of winning. Openly gay people, after
all, are only 4 percent of the electorate. But
it will signal a move to the right, which will
make it easier, for example, to freeze Howard
Dean out of a possible chairmanship of the
Demoecratic National Committee.

Disging Dean won't cause the Demo-
cratic dam to break either, but it will cause
considerable tension between the progres-
sive and conservative wings of the party.
Another fissure might oceur if weak-kneed
Democrats allow the Supreme Court to be
stacked with Antonin Scalia clones.

A fatal rupture may come if the party
pstablishment tries to undercut Hillary
Clinton’s bid to be president in favor of a
Southern conservative. At this point, I be-
lieve a third party is a viable possibility with
Howard Dean as the nominee. If he has no
future in the party, it makes sense that he
will look for an alternative platform

continued on page 22
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by Dale Carpenter

THE GREAT FED HOPE

Federalism offers a way to cope with the religious revival

ocial conservatives hit the trifecta on

November 2, winning the White

House and gaining seats in both the
House and the Senate. Moreover, the elee-
tion has been interpreted widely as a refer-
endum for “morality” and against gay mar-
riage. What do we do now?

First, don't panie. The evidence for an
antigay religious landslide in the 2004
election is actually quite slim. Yes, 22
percent of voters rated “moral values” as the
top issue. But 78 percent did not. And Kerry
voters comprised almost one-fifth of that 22
percent, so the pro-Bush morality voters
were about 17 percent of the total. Some
minority of these people probably support
gay equality or think of “moral values” as
mainly about abortion or a candidate’s
personal integrity. So probably no more than
15 percent of all voters were driven to the
polls primarily by a hellfire-and-brimstone
opposition to gays.

Secand, panic a little. State constitu-
tional amendments banning gay marriage
passed easily in 11 states, with majorities
ranging from 57 percent in Oregon to 86
percent in Mississippi.

More such state constitutional amend-
ments will be proposed, and adopted. over
the next few election eyeles. We'll probably
see about 30 states ban gay marriage by
constitutional amendment when all 1s said
and done.

Exit polls showed that 27 percent of

voters favor gay marriage, while 35 percent
favor “civil unions.” This led some excited

gay pundits to proclaim that a whopping 62

percent of the publie favors gay marriage or

its equivalent.

Do not believe it. Polls on gay marriage can-
not be trusted. They systematically under-
eount opposition, often by 10 or more percent-
age pointg, as they did before the election.

As for eivil unions, it’s doubtful that most

people understand what the term means,
much less understand it in the way gay
activists do. Confronted with a polling
question containing the actual definition
(“Should homosexual couples receive all of
the benefits and privileges of marriage,
albeit under a different name?”), public
support would drop. Informed specifically
that gay couples in a civil union would have
a right equal to married couples to adept
children, public support would likely fall to
levels close to the support for gay marriage.

But there's a deeper reason to be con-
cerned, deeper than particular fights over
state amendments. We are in the midst of a

religious revival, a periodic fact of life in this
country’s history. This revival has been most
pronounced among Christian evangelicals

literal—and antigay—

who cleave to ¢
interpretation of the Bible

The Christian-conservative revival has
orzanized itself politically with increasing —+

Office: 713-621-8001

RICHARD HILL
(FLLER WILLIAMS

18 YEARS OF REAL ESTATE
SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY
FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS-

CALL ME!!

'13 828-7866

WO |[IYPIBYIRY MMM

X ,',.gl -
HoUsSTON METROPOLITAN

550 PosT OaK BLvD. SUITE 350
HousToN, TX 77027




by Spm—"g

TllBI‘B SN0 substitute for

|
|
|
| experience and we
have alot 00\“
- Over 14
Years!

of it!
For the last 14 years, GLYP has

kept your business in more than
100,000 gay households
in Houston®*,
You are there when people are
ready to buy your services.

Advertise™ In Print & Online -
Rates Start at just $110 per year!

Call Us Today 713-942-0084

Introducing the $349 Closet

INNOVATIVE storage
solutions to get you
organized and give you
mote lime to enjoy life.
Call foday to see our
closet solutions starling
at just $349°|

- B Cuslom Designed

and Crafted

B lLifetime Warmranty

B Free In-Home
Consultation

Choose Your Style:

W 4'-8'in Length

W White or Aimond

B Round or Flat Edges
W It's up fo you!

*New contracts only, not valid
with other offers,

_ ] |
| 281.313.5151

www.classycloselshouston.com

Closets | Offices | Garages | Wall Beds | Utility Rooms | Panfries | Kids' Spoces | Media Centfers

DECEMBER 2004 QutSmart

m continued from page 20

The problem with third parties is that
they have traditionally lacked money, the
ahility to disseminate their message and ef-
fective grassroots organizers. However, the
machinery is already in place for a new pro-
gressive third party.

Money will flow from the Internet and
from liberal groups such as MoveOn.org,
Americans Coming Together, and Howard
Dean's network. Air America radio will
broadeast the message, along with a host of
progressive magazines and blogs. Further,
Dean already has name recognition, which
will save millions of dollars introducing him
to America.

The new party would also be the recipi-
ent of the talent, money, political savvy, and
grassroots support from millions of politi-
cally homeless gay people. The GLBT com-
munity would give the new party the crucial
jumpstart it needs to effectively launch. I
believe within 10 years such a party could
be competitive.

To win, the Democrats must hone their
message while patiently waiting for the
fragile GOP coalition to implode. 1 firmly
believe Neo-Puritan excesses will soon force
moderate Republican’s out of the party.
A Democratic message of social liberalism,
fiscal sanity, and tenacity on terrorism
would make it possible to lure these former
Republicans.

Watch and wait for the gay canary to
emerge from the Democratic coal mine. The
coughing canary may be sick from newfound
conservatism, but it will ultimately endure.
I'm not sure [ can say the same about a Demo-
cratic Party that would abandon the bedrock
principle of equal rights for all people

Wayne Besen writes a column, "Anything Bul
Straight,” published at www.outletradio.com.
He also contributed a post-election analysis in
this issue. Daryl Moore returns in January.

m continued from previous page

vigor and effectiveness. It has now utterly
captured the Republican Party, whose hard-
right blueprint for victory has been vin-
dicated. For as far as the eye can see, the
South and West are solidly Republican and

religiously conservative. With the exception
of Ilinois, the Midwest is also trending
Republican, By my count, 34 states are now
either deep-red Republican or moving in
that direction. In the next few election
cycles, by fits and starts, we could see a
Senate dominated by a party dominated by
antigay religious conservatives.

This leads to my third suggestion. In the
face of a long-term and growing religious
revival, our best bet is to defend the prinei-

ple of federalism. Federalism is the basic
design of American government by which
limited powers are allocated to the federal
government to deal with defense, foreign
relations, interstate commerce, certain fun-
damental rights, and a few other matters,
while the states largely control everything
else, including eriminal law, property rights,
and, most importantly for our purposes,
family law.

Under our system, states are allowed to
act as laboratories to experiment with social
and economic reforms. Sometimes state
reforms work and are then adopted
nationally, as when a few states first gave
women the right to vote, Sometimes they
don’t catch on, as when Nevada partially
legalized prostitution.

Even many conservative Republicans
who oppose particular reforms (like gay
marriage) believe that states should ht. al-
lowed to experiment with them. Federalism-
based arguments are the only thing that
saved us from a constitutional amendment
banning gay marriage this past summer.

With federalism in place, we can use our
support in Blue Nation—the relatively sec-
ular enclaves in the Northeast, West Coast,
and Illinois—to push for positive change (do-
mestic partnerships and civil unions where
necessary, marriage where possible). As the
results in state races in California, Massa-

chusetts, and Vermont showed, these en-

claves are solidifying for pro-gay secularism

just as the rest of the country is solidifying

for antigay religious conservatism. Experi-
ments in recognizing gay relationships can
proceed in this state-by-state way until the
religious revival subsides, as historically
these revivals always have, or the Repub-
lican coalition fissures.

In the meantime, this strategy means
diseouraging lawsuits that try to nationalize
the gay-marriage issue. Further litigation
will only succeed in goading Red Nation into
antigay constitutional action, which would
destroy federalism and any fledgling experi-
ments along with it. We will have to do the
hard and time-consuming work of per-
suading our fellow citizens in the states that
they have nothing to fear from encouraging
commitment among gay couples

[ still think we win in the long-term, in-
cluding on marriage. But the election helped
to clarify that the long-term is likely to be a
very long time indeed. The federalism-based
enclave strategy will not please revolu-
tionaries, but it’s right in principle, and it's
probably the best we can do for now.

Writing from the conservative side, Dale
Carpenter began his column for OutSmart in
1994, when he lived in Houston, Now residing

in. Minneapolis, Carpenter is a University of

Minnesota Law School professor.
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InsideQut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

CHIEF CONCERN

The new police leader arrives with a strong GLBT rep

he Houston Police Department lives

in its own world. The K-Mart, DNA

lab, and evidence room scandals
began to peel back the veil that hides much
of that world from the public. Chief Harold
Hurtt seems determined to peel the veil
back even further, going so far as to suggest
that citizens might play a role in hiring and
promoting officers.

The new chief recently asked the con-
troller’s office to help HPD set up an inspec-
tion division to prevent future department
scandals. This kind of outreach certainly
reflects a refreshing change in attitude.

My office has just finished teaching
officers to think like auditors, not cops. Poor
management and lax controls can be just
as bad for the city as criminal behavior, By
helping to ferret out waste, the officers will
complement the work being done by the
controller’s office.

In 1994, controller’s office auditors at-

tempted to conduct thorough audits of internal
controls and procedures, as well as an in-
ventory in HPD's evidence room, but were
denied access to certain records and property.
They were blocked again in 1997, Perhaps 280
boxes of evidence from 8,000 cases dating back
to 1979 would not have remained undiscovered
for a decade had the auditors
conduct the audit properly.

It makes me very angry to know that evi-
dence affecting the guilt or innocence of de-
fendants gathered dust for 10 years.

Making the right choice for police chief is crit-
ical for our community. When the mayor told

been able to

me Hurtt was his top choice; [ immediately
called gay elected officials in the Phoenix area.
All gave Chief Hurtt top marks.

Neil Giuliano, the openly gay former
mayor of Tempe, a Phoenix suburb, praised
Hurtt for establishing Phoenix’s first hate-
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crimes unit, supporting GLBT officers,
appointing the first liaison to the GLBT
community, and attending Pride events.

In 2001, the chief raised a few police
evebrows by allowing two openly gay officers
to appear on the cover of a Phoenix gay
magazine “loaded with graphic ads that
would make a [Phoenix] New Times sales
rep blush.” (The New Times is apparently
similar to the Houston Press.) The officers
were featured leaning against a patrol car,
and in the interview they talked about being
openly gay on the police force.

According to the New Times, the cover
and interview request went up the police
chain of command and was approved at
every level. The story also quoted a sergeant
who said the Phoenix department under
Hurtt did not screen out gay officers or hold
it against them if they were gay.

Organizations all across Houston are
getting used to seeing the community-minded

— Rob Schmerler
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chief at meetings, GLBT organizations need
to invite the chief to speak.

A Soft-Spoken Chief

I spent some time with Chief Hurtt a few
months ago when I interviewed him on Money
Matters, my monthly Municipal Channel show.
His reputation preceded him: one of the
country’s top cops from one of the best police
forees in one of the best-run cities (Phoenix).
Seated next to me was the broad-shouldered,
but unexpectedly soft-spoken, 57-year-old chief
who is expected to clean up his predecessors’
mess and make HPD a first-class department.
By all accounts, he is making great progress.

The Arizona Republic had praised the
departing chief for his “vision, commitment
and leadership. As president of Major City
Chiefs, Hurtt has brought national and
international attention to the Phoenix Police
Department as a forward-focused, leading-
edge, and best-practice law enforcement
agency. He also has built a strong relation-
ship between the community and police
through progressive, community-based
policing programs.”

Shortly after arriving in Houston in
March, Hurtt appointed a younger, more
diverse command staff, something he waited
two years to doin Phoenix. Before picking the
staff, he met with all 5,400 HPD officers in
large groups, supervisors in small groups, and
captains and above individually to ask them
to rank their top 10 and bottom five officers.

He reached out to the police union, which
was invited to take a place at the table
during weekly command meetings.

With the mayor's strong support, Hurtt
also recently won City Council approval to
buy 3,600 taser guns, more than any other
Still on his

announced agenda is getting video cameras

U.S. police department

at numerous dangerous intersections.

Chief Hurtt started hig career in 1968 with
the Phoenix department and worked his way
up through the ranks. In 1992, he “r
to take command of the Oxnard, California,
department. He returned to Phoenix in 1998
to become the city’s first African-American
paolice chief.

Hurtt received a bachelor’s in sociology

etired”

from Arizona State University and a master’s
in organizational management from the Uni-
versity of Phoenix. He is married with three
grown children and seven grandchildren.

Annise Parker is city controller and the highest-
ranking openly GLBT elected official in any of
the 10 largest U.S. cities. Her city website is www
.cl.houston.tx.us [ cityvgovt [controller. Parker’s
television program, Money Matters, atrs Mon-
day on the Municipal Channel (TimeWarner
Cable 16) at 2 and 8 a.m. and 2 and 8 p.m.
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GenerationQut
by H.A.T.C.H. Writers

IF NOT FOR THE PIE

GLBT folks head home for the holidays, some with reluctance

Andy, age 207

here are a great many things left up

to choice. Perhaps it 1s to our great

misfortune that family is not. I am
painfully reminded of this every winter
season. Life seems to go well, until one brisk
day in November the smell of pumpkin pie
floats through the air. It is a nostalgic
experience at first, One can imagine the
wholesome, home-cooked food of . . . but wait

just & minute. Something was askew with

that thought—wholesome, home-cooked.

And then the word just comes crashing
down—home.

Granted, while each individual 1s
due her or his own unique
experience in life, and thus not
every GLBT person out there
looks like a frightened deer
when it comes to the holi-
days, there are still fair
generalizations to be made.

Family, for the gay com-
munity, is the final frontier.
Perhaps it is because there

is so much at stake on those
grounds. For whatever
conceivable reason, the next
generations of GLBT youth
will more boldly go where
other GLBT have gone before:
home.

For those who are not out, the
holidays can seem like a verv bleak
world of the haves and the have-nots.
Siblings will start bringing their
girlfriends or boyfriends to meet the
parents, and someone will ask if you've
started dating yet. Relatives will visit with
their ankle biters and fruitcakes, and vou
suddenly feel like a very small branch on a
more extensive family tree. And to top it all
off, there will inevitably be at least one
person who has to mention how “The
Queers” are out to destroy the sanctity of
marriage.

As the years pass, those girlfriends and
boyiriends your siblings were bringing home
become husbands and wives. The little ankle
biters that were yvour little cousins one day
aren’t so little anymore, and the thing
holding onto your leg is your niece or
nephew. The place at the table that was

26 DECEMBER 2004 Outsr

reserved for your would-be guest is replaced
by a highchair and a Sippy-Cup. And there
is still that one person who has to talk about
what The Queers are doing. For those who
aren't out, the very lonely assumption that
families are only for straight people might
present itself.

However, it is easy to forget just how
crass families tend to be. For one thing, that

husband or wife your sibling has brought
s g g2

home for the holidays may be the second or
third. But that's OK, because your parents
still don't approve of them, just

as they

never approved of the other girlfriends or
boyfriends, career paths, mortgage plans, or
aesthetic taste in the past. Furthermore,
those little cousins might not still be ankle
biters, but they sure have matured into
obnoxious little brats. And not to worry
about that one person who can't ]N—l]p but
talk about the Queer Problem, because it
turns out that he is also a chauvinist and
believes Communists are out to rule the
world. Suddenly this anxiety over not being

the st t'.'-|ighi persan we're ":-u})pt‘:.-‘q*d to he”
seems a lot more subjective than it once was.
For those who are out, we suddenly get

to participate in all the wonderful family
dynamics that we never cared for in the first
place. Suddenly there seems to be more
pressure in bringing someone home for the
holidays. The question of whether or nat
we have a girlfriend or boyfriend has
turned into & mueh more frightening one
of whether or not the family will find out
about that particular girlfriend or boy-
friend. Then there seems to be a new
attribute to add to out list of acceptable
traits in relationships: “Makes re-
spectable table conversation when

not coerced.”

just bringing someone home for

the holiday has worn off, the

chronic anxiety sets in. For

now we realize that not only

do we have to successfully

bring someone home to

Mama, we must begin to

bring the same person home

consecutively for an

extended period of time. It

."i]'ll'll."": seems ]Ik(‘ I}‘HZZ"F‘-.“: no

question as to why the issue

of gay marriage is soon to reach

its elimax. How else would GLET

people ever get their parents to

stop wondering if this relationship is

the “one™?

And when all is said and done, we may

go home for the holidays to see our siblings

and their second wives, cute ankle biters,

our disapproving parents, and endure bad

fruitcake, obnoxious brats, and chauvinist

queer bashers. But it's all really for the
smell of pumpkin pie.

iriters involved with
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals
contribute regularly to OutSmart. Their writ-
ing program is part of the HA.T.C.H. Creative
Arts Project, which is funded in part by United
Way Kids" Way. The website is www hatchyouth
.org. The phone number is 713 /529-3590.,

Some -IIF' the young

* Because of the age of the writers and the need
many have for confidentiality, OutSmart will
."d.’l-.rn‘n'.lf_'\' most HAT.C.H. contributors Eﬂ_\' If'f'-"‘rh"
names only.
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THE DAY

AFTER

Waking up to the new reality, a local activist stresses
the need to educate red-state America about our lives

n the end, the election was

about » people. Here's why

we are the reason Bush won

reelection: We, as gay and

leshian people, became v

by the inclusion of our images
on television. Hollywood
portrayed us in record
numbers over the past couple
of yvears, since the demise of
Ellen’s show and the rise of
Iﬂl":’l" l‘:_ tfl'.lfl Eq (H“L'l‘.'-“ s !'L""l.l-'l.‘-

and The L Word, among

others, There we were on TV, in all our It wasn!t us. They dnn'?t knuw ls.

glamorous, funny, fashionable glory

By Anita Renteria
Photo by John Conroy

Republican Party and its supporters like the

Family Research Council sounded a drum

beat across the land—across the red, red

land—that we were coming, a siege of

queers. The venerable institution of

marriage was the ancient holy site on the
hill, and we, the heathens, were out to enter
and defile it by elaiming it as ours. The effect
was galvanizing—they believed they had to

protect themselves. We were everywhere—

just look at the television! And we had judges

on our side—just look at what's happened

in Massachusetts!
As a result, 11 states had gay marriage
bans on the ballot. All 11 passed by wide

margins—even, heartbreakingly, in Oregon
That issue is what united them against us,

brought them out in force to “protect”
themselves, righteous that they were backed
by God and George W. Bush.
Pennsylvania, a battleground state that
went for Kerry by a decisive margin; is very
ally to Ohio, the

gsimilar demographi
battleground state that sealed the deal for
Bush. The difference? Ohio had a gay
marriage ban on the ballot. Penn-
sylvania did not. Rejection of gay

Lesbian chic became hip. Queer They dnn}t kl'l[]W our families’ our marriage, and therefore gay and

guys and straight guys bonded over

fashion, grooming, and canapés. It values’ our Iives' They du"!t kl'lﬂW

beeame cool for straight men to be

leshian people, is the reason that
Bush won reelection.
Here's why we are not the reason

Bush won reelection:

feaitanle e en e e Tk oot mioihags SHILIOVE S, O T e e e

brated. and, most of all, accepted and

acceptable. families embrace us,

That's why it was such a shock to

our

us. They don't know our families,
our values, our lives, They don’t know
that our mothers still love us, our

wake up on November 3 and see the grandmuthers greet our quers with . s, ou

ugly truth. No, we are not accepted.

Certainly not to the extent we thought -
I “&" 3 hug and a smile.

we were, not even close.

families embraece us, our grand-
mothers greet our lovers with a hug
and a smile. They don’t know that

The Bush campaign and the S  We are the favorite aunt or uncle —
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Reality
check: "We
have to
take re-
sponsibility
and not
rely on
television
or activists
orany po-
litical party
to educate
those who
don't know
us," Anita
Renteria
writes.
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TAKE ACTION

Sti!l feeling blue, stuck in
your red state? Don't just
sit and mourn. Support one of
the organizations that work to
protect and advance our
rights. Here are a few (with
their basic membership fees):

Gender Public Advocacy
Coalition

$35

202/462-6610
www.gpac.org

Houston Gay & Lesbian
Political Caucus

$25

713/521-1000
www.hgplc.org

Human Rights Campaign
$35

202/628-4160
B00/727-4723 membership
www.hrc.org

Lambda Legal

$40

212/809-8585
www.lambdalegal.org

Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby
of Texas

$35

512/474-5475

www.Igrl.org

National Center for
Lesbian Rights
$40

415/392-6257
www.nclrights.org

National Center for
Transgender Equality
$356

202/639-6332
www.nctequality.org

National Gay & Lesbian
Task Force

$40

212/604-9830
www.ngltf.org

National Transgender
Advocacy Coalition
$25

info@ntac.org
www.ntac.org
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The Day After |

cantinwed from page 2§

to pur nieces and nephews. That our kids
love us and have happy, decent homes, that
we help with their homework and worry
when they aren't doing well in school or have
a cold or that they might get picked on like
many of us did.

They don’t see that we go to church, pay
taxes, own homes, work hard. We complain
about gas prices, sit in traffic, rent movies,
walk our dogs, They don't know that we
have backyard barbecues in the summer
with our {riends, straight and gay, and that
we give generously to charities and
volunteer in our communities, We eried and
with every
other American and our friends around

hurt on September 11, 2001,

the world. At least one of us died that day
on United 93, involved in heroically pre-
venting the hijackers from achieving their
horrible goal.

Thev don’t see that. They don’t see us as

We have much work to do. No more
living in an insular community where
we mingle only with those who

already love and accept us.

Americans. They don't see us as themselves.

Forty-eight hours later, on this cold,
clear, painful day, I am still in despair. My
heart is broken; I am devastated, and I am
completely demoralized. My pain, and the
overwhelming feeling of hopelessness are
still far, far too strong. I will wear black
all week in mourning, because truly I am
in mourning.

But I am beginning to realize that I am
in mourning for the country T thought we
lived in. I am in mourning for that
wonderful, warm bubble of acceptance 1
lived in before November 2. 1 knew there
was oppesition, of course. But I truly
believed there were more people who could
see through Bush—who could under-
stand, the way I understood, that we were
than there were
those who didn’t. Now [, we as GLBT
Americans, and the whole country and

world know differently. They really do want

being used as a wedge

to change the Constitution to ban us
from participating fully in the rights given
other American citizens. No, they do not
accept us.

So what do we do now?

We must educate them by being who we

are and sharing our lives—our real lives—
with them. We have much work to do. No
more living in an insular community where
we mingle only with those who already love
and aceept us. No more choosing to be out
only to those whom we already know accept
us. No more refusing to leave our safe,
friendly little world, shopping only in safe
stores, eating only in friendly restaurants.
No more hiding who we are when we are
out of our comfort zone. We are the only ones
who ean educate them, We are the only ones
who know we are just like them in many
ways, and that the ways in which we aren’t
are often wonderful. I am not advocating
stridency. I am saying that we must resolve
to let those who don’t knew us get to know
us. The real us—not the us on television or
the us that our detractors define us to be.
Mention your vacation at work. Talk
Share common ex-
periences. Expand your circle one person at

about your family.

a time. Volunteer in a city or community
organization or event that includes straight
peoaple and be who you are
confidently and openly. Write
to vour elected officials. I'm not
kidding. Get to know your
neighbors, even if they aren’t
gay or particularly friendly.

[ can’t believe that anyone
who knows us as we are, who
sees the contributions we
make,
COmimaon t"‘LiIl'riF‘Hl't‘S we RI‘IHFE'

who recognizes the
as Americans will resist
supporting our full and egual inclusion in
having the rights we are due as Americans.
It's been shown that people whe know a
GLBT person are more inclined to support
our rights than those who don't (or don't
know they do).

But we ourselves are the ones who
have to make it happen. It's the only way.
We have to take responsibility and not
rely on television or activists or any politi-
cal party to educate those who don’t know
us. We won't ever win over all of them. That
But we
. And the good news is,

can't be our goal.
them, not all of them
maybe not that many more. With over 113
million votes cast. Bush only won by the
votes of three and a half million people.
There are millions more than that of us. We
have four years, We can get there, one
person at a time.
There iz hope, even today, after
But it will take work and
It's up to us, The

November 2.
making a real effort.
real us.

Anita Renteria wrote about her experience as a
Democratic National Convention delegate in
our September issue. She is the past president
of Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of Cominerce.

PROVEN RESULTS
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Tired of Messy Testosterone Creams, Shots or Pills
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Testosterone Pellets provide the most effective, safest and
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Longevity Houston.com
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A NEW
ORLD

Post election, a seasoned observer surveys the
changed political territory and plots action

ot even the fabulous
RuPaul could find a
shade of lipstick
glamorous enough
to pretty up this
election pig. The
excruciating de-
feat was an un-
mitigated disaster
for the GLBT com-
munity. With the

Supreme Court
thrown into the eguation, there is the very
real possibility that some aspects of the
movement could be set back decades. Many
of my good friends and colleagues are
depressed, even despondent, as they well
should be. A eouple of buddies are even
thinking of moving to Canada.
My advice? Before you buy your

By Wayne Besen
Photo by Michael Murphy

Georce W. BusH. The president iz not
obsessed with gay issues, nor does he appear
particularly uncomfortable with gay indi-
viduals who tow the GOP party line. To under-
score his semi-comfort, Bush said right

hefore the election that he would not care if

states offered GLBT people civil unions.
According to Bush: “I don't think we should
deny people rights to a civil union, a legal
arrangement, if that's what a state chooses
to do. I view the definition of marriage dif-

ferent from legal arrangements that enable

peaple to have rights. And I strongly believe

=]

that marriage ought to be defined as be-
tween a union between a man and a woman.
Now, having said that, states ought to be
able to have the right to pass laws that en-
ahle people to be able to have rights like others.”

Nonetheless, Bush has never hesi-
tated—and has often enthusiastically em-
braced—using our lives as fodder when it
became politically expedient to do so. A few
examples: Bush favored keeping Texas'’s
.m'ulll_:m.\r law on the books. He is against hate
crime legislation. This year, he pushed for
a divisive constitutional amendment pro-
hibiting same-sex marriage.

Now that Bush no longer needs the
extreme right for reelection, will he move
more to the center? Will his alliance with
the Neo-Puritan crowd be symbolic or
substantive? Unfortunately, the greatest
indicator of future behavior is past behaviar,
which means I am skeptical that Bush will
move to the center.

With a decisive electoral victory and all

branches of government at his disposal,
it will be tempting for King George

parka, get plastered. That's right, ﬂver the “EXt fuur years we mUSt to reward his zealous, faith-based
go out and get drunk. Then, get up . . . followers. I suspect that one of the first
in the morning and get over it. To nght Ilkg he" tn m" hack thls dark prizes will be a ferocious push to pass

quote our re-elected President George

W. Bush, we've got a lot of “hard work” tide that threate“s tn CaSt a Shadﬂw

to do,

carious new world we now face:
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Here is a snapshot of the pre- on the Enlightenme“t'

the Federal Marriage Amendment.

FMA. With 11 states overwhelmingly
passing constitutional amendments
on Election Day, including eight of —

CutSmart

The long view:
“This Is the
beginning of a
long, bitter

Wayne Besen
writes,

DECEMBER 2004

struggle for the
soul of America,
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these states banning ecivil unions too,
passage of the Federal Marriage Amend-
ment has momentum, Supporters of FMA
have one legitimate shot to capitalize on
their referendum successes and pass this
hateful deseeration of the Constitution. If
Democrats and moderate Republicans can
hold firm now, the FMA will likely lose
steam for the remainder of Bush's term,
barring a Republican landslide in mid-term
congressional elections.

Although I don’t think it will pass, brace
for the distinct possibility that it may.

Supreme Courrt. This could be known as
the Almond Joy Court—lots of nuts from
the Bar.

The Supremes are so old that they refer
to the Golden Girls as “kids.” It 15 possible
that Bush will appoint up to four
Supreme Court justices, and he
has said that his favorite justices
are the horribly homophobic
Clarence Thomas and Antonin
Scalia.

The Democrats are going to
have to be strong and stop
combustible, judgmental judges
from winning confirmation. If
they fail to do so, our community
will lose reasonable access to
the Supreme Court for at least a decade.

Republican moderates will also have to
do their part to rein in attempts to nominate
lunatics to the Supreme Court. Arlen
Specter, who is expected to head the Senate
judiciary committee, has already cautioned
Bush against nominating zealous anti-
abortion judges.

Speaking of which, Roe vs. Wade is in
imminent danger. If a new Supreme Court
overturns the right to choose, at least 30
states are poised to quickly outlaw abortion.

This will, of course, ultimately backfire.
These who can afford abortions will flee
to other states. There will also be a thriving
black market for the pregnancy termination
drug RU-486. Ultimately, the only people
who will not be able to safely end pregnancy
are poor women. The result will be horrific
back-alley abortions, with the bleeding
vietims live on CNN. There will also be
intrusive Inquisition-like trials of young
women. Ending Roe v. Wade will not stop
abortion. It will, however, create a lot of
victims and ultimately be a public relations
nightmare for the conservative movement.

Finally, the ramifications of Busgh's
vietory affeet more than just the Supreme
Court. Bush will likely try to ramrod
through federal judges recommended by
ideologues at the right-wing legal group The

34 DECEMBER 2004 OutSmart

Federalist Society. This has the potential
to stack the court with virulently anti-
gay judges. Let's face it, the Demoerats
will not be able to filibuster every single
nutty nominee.

Worst Case Scenario. A Supreme Court
packed with ideologues decides to overturn
Lawrence v. Texas, which legalized con-
sensual sodomy. Cuarrently, Virginia’'s
sodomy law, although unconstitutional,
remains on the books. If three Scalia clones
are named to the court, I could foresee the
court using the Virginia law as a pretext
to retry Lawrence, effectively eriminaliz-
ing homosexuality in many of the red
states. Legal experts tell me this is highly
unlikely, and [ tend to trust their wisdom.
My gut, however, tells me that the over-
turning Lawrence remains a distant, but
conceivable threat,

If there is one goal we must accomplish
in the next four years, it is to make the
word conservative as politically
radioactive as /iberal is today.

Senate. The Republicans picked up six seats
in the Senate to gain a 55—44 majority, with
one independent. These folks aren’t your
father’s garden-variety moderate Repub-
licans, In fact, these Neo-Puritans make
Trent Lott look like Ted Kennedy. They
are flat-out scary. | exaggerate not when
I say they are mean, bizarre, hatemonger-
ing bigots who will defile the institution
the same way Newt Gingrich debased
the House

Oklahoma’s new Hepublican senator,
Tom Coburn, is the worst. He is a strong
proponent of “abstinence only” sex education
and had a surreal campaign moment when
he said that Oklahoma's schools bred
“rampant lesbianism.” As a congressman,
Coburn once complained that NBC should
not show Schindler’s List during family
hours. He was quoted in a news release as
saying the film took network television “to
an all-time low, with full-frontal nudity,
violence, and profanity being shown in pur
homes.” Any person who sees Schindler’s
List as pornographic is one sick. psycho-
sexually stunted bastard who desperately
needs to seek professional help. Okla-
homans who veted for this prig should be
ashamed of themselves.

Jim DeMint, South Carolina’s new
senator, is not far behind Coburn in the

Looney Tunes sweepstakes. He supported a
GOP platform prohibiting homosexuals
from teaching in public schools, saying, “I
would have given the same answer when
asked if a single woman who was pregnant
and living with her boyfriend should be
hired to teach my third-grade children.”

Florida Republican senator Mel
Martinez apparently learned nothing about
the dangers of Fidel Castro’s tyranny when
he fled Cuba to become an American citizen.
He won his GOP primary by out-gay bashing
his opponent, Rep. Bill McCollum. In this
primary, The St. Petersburg Times took the
unprecedented step of reversing its
endorsement of Martinez.

“The Times is not willing to be associated
with bigotry,” the editors wrote, ciling
Martinez' direct mail that branded
MecCollum “the new darling of the homo-
sexual extremists” because he supported
hate crimes legislation.

Senator-elect John Thune,
who defeated Tom Daschle in
South Dakota, is a funda-
mentalist zealot who refers to
himself as a “servant leader.”

House. In the House, legislation
to advance GLBT equality is DOA
.. . Dead On Arrival Period.
The Republicans are headed
for a gain of at least four seats in
the House of Representatives, bringing their
total to & minimum of 231-201, with one
independent. Much of this gain was due
to corrupt Majority Leader Tom DeLay’s
sleazy redistricting scheme in Texas. With
wider margins in the House, it is doubtful
that anyone will restrain DeLay's immoral
and possibly illegal subversion of the
Democratic system.

Wiwo Caro. The GOP may look unified today.
But that ends soon when George W. Bush
will likely pursue his radical foreign and
domestic agenda. The most potent oppo-
sition, however, may not come from Demo-
erats, but moderate Republicans.

I suspect that fiscal conservatives may
revolt when Bush tries to pass permanent
tax cuts, which are really permanent
deficits. I would also wager that Bush would
have to begin telling the truth on foreign
policy or face a rebellion by senators John
McCain and Richard Lugar. Saying “free-
dom is on the march” when things are
imploding will no longer eut it.

If Bush overplays his hand, this may
lead to a further realignment of the
electorate. My guess is Republicans who are
moderate on social issues or deficit hawks
may leave the party in droves if the party
grossly overreaches. If the Taliban wing —
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Americans in the political wilderness. It
would also, of course, hurt a Democratic
Party that depends on our money, votes, and
incredible energy.

Already, there is chatter about choosing
a presidential nominee in 2008 who is more
palatable to the red states. Don’t be fooled:
This simply means less gay friendly.

Progressive Democrats must fight to make

sure the party stays committed to advancing 57 AUTO ACCIDENTS
GLET equality. - DWI

Hoee. Yes, even at a funeral, solace can be " :‘} CRIMINAL
found. In Massachusetts, the pro-marriage P A

faction of the legislature was strengthened
in the elections. This increases the
likelihood that the state's constitution

See ...

won't be amended to prohibit the freedom WY
and be seen oy IR
* AW RONGFELL
Cineinnati overturned a repugnant 10- CAWRO NG FEUL =
yvear-old law that prevented the city from dMERICGALMALPR

passing legislation to protect gays and
lesbians from discrimination.

This is real progresg, and we should be
proud of the activists in Massachusetts and

Spectacles
ON HONTROSE

- EYEEXAMS - DISTINCTIVE EYEWEAR
| 4317 Montrose Bivd.  713.529.3937

Cincinnati that provided a ray of sunshine
on the dimmest of days.

HoreLess. Even though the Log Cabin
Republicans refused to support Bush, 23
percent of gay voters cast their ballots for
the president. This shows how deep the
roots of self-loathing and internalized —
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homephobia ecan run. The president wants
to write gay families out of the Con-
stitution. Just like Lynne and Dick Cheney,
gay Bush supporters won't even stand up
for their own families. It's hard to respect
or trust people who will sell their own
partners and children down the river. |
certainly don’t want to hear any of these
folks whine if their votes come back to bite
them in the ass.

Haro Work. We have a huge problem on
our hands. A wave of religious fanati-
cism has swept much of America and
threatens to eviscerate the Constitution
and turn our nation into the Christian
version of Iran.

Over the next four years we must fight
like hell to roll back this dark tide that
threatens to east a shadow on the
Enlightenment. If there is one goal we must
accomplish in the next four years, it is to
make the word conservative as politically
radioactive as [iberal is today. To win, we
must change the culture to respect freedom
and diversity.

This can be done by proudly standing
up for our core values. We must contrast
our hopeful vision of America with the
bleak ideology presented by the Neo-
Puritans who threaten to destroy
pluralism in America. We can suceeed by
uniting secular Americans with moderate
religious leaders

Nations that embrace fundamen-
talism do not prosper. Religious ex-
tremism inevitably brings wars, debt, inter-
national bellicosity, and internal division.
If you look at the Bush administration’s
record, these are the “gifts” he has brought
the world.

Liberals and moderates have to win the
war of ideas. To accomplish this, we must
continue to build organizations that can
effectively counter the right wing's vast
media and think-tank empire.

Media such as Air America must be
expanded. A farm team of moderate talk-
show hosts must be developed who ecan
effectively communieate in the red states,
We need more groups like Media Matters
to monitor the distortions of the right-wing
and mainstream media. Grassroots organi-
zations like Amerieans l"nming Together,
MoveOn.org, and Howard Dean’s base must
be expanded.

Finally, gay organizations have to focus
on telling our stories to the nation. Cut the
political spin and slick inside-the-Beltway
language. It is imperative to speak from the
heart and introduce our families to middle
America over and over again.

We must launch a project that tours the
nation, particularly college campuses, and
effectively articulates why we want the
freedom to marry. If we move the numbers
a mere 10 percent in our favor between now
and the 2008 elections, we will have done
an enormous amount to help defuse this
igsue,

The good news: Polls show that a
plurality of Americans believes GLBT
families deserve varying degrees of legal
recognition. Marriage is a greater challenge.
Bat this is ultimately about family values,
so it's an issue we can win.

THanks. We need to thank John Kerry
and John Edwards for running a
spirited campaign that sought to unite
America. Sure, there were stumbles, but
overall they fought hard for the
election. They simply could not over-

come the ugly, despicable campaign of

fear and smear that sent Bush back to
the White House.

Look, 76 percent of Bush’s supporters
believe Iraq either worked closely with Al
Qaeda or was directly invoelved in the
attacks of 9/11. It is clear the Bush campaign
fostered ignorance and then exploited the
ignorant.

So, ironically, the war hero was de-
feated by the war zero on security issues.
The class act lost to a class clown. Look
on the bright side, At least we get to laugh
at Bozo and his buffoonish gaffes for four
more years,

Finally, there are great lessons to be
learned in defeat. Up from the ashes we will
rise to build a powerful coalition to defeat
forces that want to turn America into a Neo-
Puritan state.

Of all people, Rev. Pat Robertson can
teach us an important lesson.

After he lost the 1988 Republican
primary to George Bush, Robertson turned
his mailing list into the Christian Coalition.
His goal was to create a Christian nation,
In less than 20 years, Robertson has
accomplished much of his agenda. Today, we
elect lunatics who complain that Schindler’s
List is pornographic.

Defeat leads to intrespection and,

ultimately, action, This is the beginning of
a long, bitter struggle for the soul of

America. If we stick together with steely
resolve, America will remain a free,
pluralistic nation that celebrates and
respects all its citizens.

Wayne Besen, author of Anything But Straight:
Unmasking the Scandals and Lies Behind the
Ex-Gay Myth (Harrington Park Press), wrote
about John Kerry for our Septentber issue. The
Florida-based writer is the former spokesperson
for the Human Rights Campaign.
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M.D., FA.CS.

Dr. Sanders has heen named ane
of the top doctors by both H Texus
and Qutsmant magazines s well
os LoserVision™ for nchieving
axcellence in refractive surgery.

- T

Wake up 0D.
and never nGNﬂ
reach for

glasses or EYECENTER
contacts 713-797-1500
again! www,.DiagnosticEyeCenter.com

Diognosfic Eye Center wos one of the
first in Houston to offer the Introlose
wustom LASIK procedure,

= FDA opproved
 Uiiimate in precision
* Leost invasive

ART KELLER, DC.

Auto Accidents
Acupuncture

Work Injuries
Sports Injuries
Impairment Ratings
o C ) C
713.781.3344
CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC CENTER 3

3033 Chimney Rock at Richmond, Suite 440

Daniel Garces

Counselor/Consultant

Voted “Best Therapist”
QutSmart Magazine 2000, 2001 and 2002
Readers Choice Awards

Free Phone Consultation

713.526.8390

www.dansmnd.net
Dan77006@yahoo.com

OutSmart DECEMBER 2004




- Share the Wealth

Community groups need holiday gifts, too.
This year, we feature PWA Holiday Charities

by Joe Milano * Photo by Todd Rainer

t all started in the early 1990s with
a drag queen’s holiday spirit and a
wad of $5 bills. These days, PWA
Holiday Charities keeps that spirit
alive to the tune of over $60,000 per
vear to spread cheer to people living
with HIV/AIDS,

By day, Lady Victoria Lust worked for
the city health department as Marvin Davis,
and created many of the guidelines
regarding residents with HIV that are still
in effect today. At night, she performed in
her comic persona. She ran for the title of
empress of the Royal, Sovereign and Im-
perial Court of the Single Star, and used her
fame to help people living with HIV on the
Colt 45’ AIDS TroubleFund list, She staged
a benefit at the Brazos River Bottom and
raised enough to send a 85 bill to each client.

“She felt that while many of us were
celebrating the holidays with family and
friends, people in hospitals or hospices
weren't able to celebrate,” says Don Gill,
now PWA Haoliday Charities chairman. “She
wanted to let these people knew she cared.”

Lady Victoria Lust met Gill at Mary’s
in 1994 while Gill was running for his own
title, Mr. Prime Choice (which he eventually
won). The two quickly discovered they
shared common platforms: strong desires to
help others less fortunate than themselves,
She installed Gill as co-chair of the charity,
opening the door for him to take over when
she died in 1896,

Under Gill's watch, the 85 bills grew
into checks that average $100 each. That's
guite a stocking stuffer for people who
desperately need money just to meet basic
necessities of life, according to Colt 45's
AIDS TroubleFund chairman Daddy Rose
(Rose Smith). “The circumstances our
clients face on a day-to-day basis mean that
the holidays are not going to be on the top
of their list of favorites. Yet the help that
PWA Holiday Charities gives them makes
their holidays brighter and brings true
happiness into their lives.”

In addition, the charity provides $15
grocery store gift certificates for AIDS
Foundation Houston Stone Soup Food
Pantry clients during Easter and Thanks-
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: Andy Mills, the former Mary's manager who was Pride parade
shal in 1982 and founding director of the Montrose Singers and
ymphonic Band, is a client of PWA Holiday Charities, which has
| 'seasonal financial assistance for more than 10 years.

giving weeks so they can buy special treats
or ingredients for their holiday meal. The
organization also donates Christmastime
meals to clients of the Bering Care Center
and Bering Support Network.

Other past projects have included
giving prepaid phone cards to Milam House
and Omega House residents to use to call
loved ones, providing assistance with
cremation or burial expenses in special
cases, and hosting campouts for people with
HIV/AIDS at Buzzards' Peak, a central
Texas spread owned by the Dallas-based
Texas Conference of Clubs (which donates
its use for the biannual events).

One of PWA Holiday Charities’ newest
endeavors, the Wishful Thinking Fund, was
established in 2002 to fulfill wishes of for
HIV-positive applicants who are disabled.
Requests for things like fixing a broken TV,
eleaning or painting a house, or providing a
holiday trip to visit family will be reviewed
by a committee chaired by Bob Bouton.
Selected wishes will be matched with
businesses, individuals, or organizations
that can make them come true.

Generating all the cash needed to
distribute these holiday tidings takes a lot
of time, talent, and energy. That'’s where Gill
comes in. He and his volunteers coordinate

special events year-round. Many local bars
and clubs collect cash by selling greetings
known as “thoughts.” and by displaying
yellow collection boxes with the PWA
Holiday Charities logo. Volunteers also stage
regular shows and productions that inelude
these annual events:

PWA Holiday Charities Christmas Show
This annual extravaganza on December 12,
7 p.m., at Brazos River Bottom will feature

performances by members of the Krewe of

Olympus, Resurrection Metropolitan Com-
munity Chureh choir, female impersonators,
local vocalists, and other entertainers.
There's no cover charge, but free-will
offerings of cash and charges to credit cards
are welcomed throughout the evening. This
yvear’s goal is $10,000 to help defray the cost
of the 700 grocery-store gift cards
distributed at Thanksgiving.

Miss Keys West 2005 Pageant

In addition to donating the evening's
proceeds, the winner of this January 16
pageant at Keys West agrees to perform a
minimum of three other benefit shows for
the charity during her reign. Aurora Briar
is the 2004 titleholder.

Christmas in July Show

This annual bash is also held at Brazos
River Bottom and is co-directed and pro-
duced by Miss Alabama and David Sawver.

Royal couple: Shortly before her death

in 1996, PWA Holiday Charities founder
Lady Victoria Lust (1) attended a costume
event with Don Gill, who now chairs

the arganization.
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Boy of Montrose Contest

This annual contest in July raises
money to cover administrative costs of
running PWA Holiday Charities. The
winner of this contest also agrees to
stage three other benefits. Boy Robert
is 2004 Boy of Montrose.

Proceeds from the Bay of Montrose
contest cover all administrative costs for
PWA Holiday Charities, according to
Gill, which allows 100 percent of
proceeds from other fundraising
activities to directly benefit to the people
with HIV/AIDS that need it most. This
generosity inspires letters of thanks and
stories from people whose lives were
touched in a special way. Gill recalls one
fellow shopper who once approached
him in a supermarket.

“You don’t know me,” the shopper
said, *but I sure know you. [ want to
thank you for the check I got last
Christmas. My mother wanted to visit,
but we were $25 short of funds for her
bus ticket. The check enabled us to buy
not only the ticket, but more holiday
food for our freezer than you could
imagine.” The shopper began to cry
tears of happiness, and so did Gill.

Stories like these make all the time
and energy it takes to run the charity
rewarding for Gill (who OutSmart read-
ers named male community hero, top male
fundraiser, and most valuable volunteer—
as well as favorite male hairdresser—
in the 2004 Gayest & Greatest poll).

“l was honored that Lady Victoria
Lust chose me to be her successor,” he
says. “When she died, I really wasn't
ready to take over. But with advice from
people like Richard Watson, Bill
Havard, Jeanette Vaughn, Julie Siska,
and others, I became instilled with
confidence. PWA Holiday Charities is
what it is today thanks te them,
members of our community, and the
support and trust they have in me.”

Joe Milano is a local writer and dad. This
is his first feature for OutSmart.

How 1o HELP

end a check, attend an event, or

become a member by committing
12 hours of your time per year and
sending $25 to the organization:
PWA Holiday Charities, P.0). Box
66849, Houston, TX 77266-6849,

Or use your time, talents, or
financial gifts to help grant a wish:
The Wishful Thinking Fund, P.O. Box
66092, Houston, TX 77266-6092.

" n this year’s Share the Wealth feature,

! we opted to concentrate on a single
group and provide more information on
that group’s efforts. In previous Share the

Wealth features, we recommended 5-10

organizations:

Snare THe Wearh 2003

« The Assistance Fund
713/529-4788
www.theassistancefund.org
« PAWS Houston (Pets
Are Wonderful Support)
261/443-3360
www.pawshouston.org

+ AVES (Amigo
Volunteers in Education
and Service)
113/626-2837
www.aves-health.org

= Leshian/BGay Rights
Lohby of Texas
512/474-5475
www,lgrl.org

* The Positive Art
Waorkshop, art classes for
people with HIV/AIDS
offered at the Houston
GLET Community Center,
was suspended earlier this
year when the instructor
bowed out. The center's
hoard of directors has
announced plans 1o
resume classes in 2005,

SHare THE WeaLTH 2002

* HAT.C.H. (Houston
Area Teen Coalition of
Homosexuals)
713/529-3550
woww.hatchyouth.org

= People With AIDS
Coalition-Houston
713/522-5428
www.pwach.org

« Donald R. Watkins
Memorial Foundation
13/528-1748

www josephgathe.com/
drwmf

= Leshian Health
Initiative Houston
T13/603-0023
www.lhihouston.arg

= Houston Gay &
Lesbian Film Festival
T13/524-3818
www.higff.org

SH_ME THE Weauth 2001

« AssistHers
113/521-4628
www.assisthers.org

= Gulf Coast Archive

& Museum of

GLBT History
113/227-5813
WWW.gcam.org

= Friends of Tsungiriai
www.usafriends.org

* (I-Patrol
713/528-SAFE

« James Byrd Jr.
Foundation for

Racial Healing
888/656-6414

hitp:/ /byrdfoundation.org
* Houston GLBT
Community Center
113/524-3818, www.houstan
glbtcommunitycenter.org
* PFLAG/H.A.T.CH.
Youth Schelarship
Foundation
713/942-7002
www.pflaghoustan.org

* Pride Committee

of Houston
T13/529-6979
www.pridehouston.org

= AIDS Housing
Coalition of Houston,
another Share the Wealth
2001 choice, rearganized
in 2003 as the West
Heights Shelter (302 W,
24th St., 713/864-1795).
= The 52nd St. House,
a Galveston shelter

for homeless trans
individuals established
by Community
Awareness for
Transgender Support,
closed in 2002. CATS has
since revived under the
leadership of new
executive director Paige
Mahogany, one of the
individuals on our Peaple
to Watch list this year
[January 2004].
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The DIFFA Difference

After 20 years and $31 million, the national organization—and its
Houston chapter—continues to raise money for the HIV/AIDS fight

undraising entities come and go.
Especially for clubs and groups
formed around social activities, the
ability to raige funds can diminish
when individuals no longer feel the
need for networking. Not so with
the Design Industries Foundation Fighting
AIDS (DIFFA.) Created as an industry-wide
response to HIV/AIDS, these pioneers mo-
bilized the immense nationwide resources
of the design community and have raised

over $31 million during the course of

DIFFA’s 20-vear history.
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by Joe Milano
Photos by John Conroy

The group organized in April 1984 when
a dozen or so people gathered in the New
York office of textile designer Pat Green
They were responding to a letter she sent
expressing a sense of desperation about
loging friends and colleagues to the disease
at an alarming rate and her determination
to do something about it. Volunteers from
fashion, interior design, furnishings, and
architecture came together from coast-to-

Holiday sparkle:
Bruce Banes of
Bonaparte Antiques
created this fanciful
wreath, inspired by
a Fabergé egg,
which will be
auctioned at the
December 11
Glitter Ball.

coast and began to form a national network
of DIFFA chapters.

Enter Houston. Three years later,
co-founders Michael Dale, Betsie Weather-
ford, and Lynn Billings Etheridge launched
a local chapter out of their own desire
to join forces to help friends. With their
own penchant for creating and hosting
special events with panache, DIFFA/
Houston became a major p]ﬂ}'é"l‘ in the local
fundraising arena and a respected
source of funding for area HIV/AIDS
service providers.

“Omne of the things I love about DIFFA is that the events
are so much fun,” says DIFFA/Houston director Rodney
Honerkamp, who oversees chapter activities and
archestrates special events. “People give so much, and the
talents they express are amazing.”

Honerkamp has used his own talents to help make
Houston a shining star in the DIFFA universe. He grew up
a farm boy in Brenham and graduated from the University
of Texas with a degree in marketing. After a brief stint in
engineering, Honerkamp followed his heart and worked in
the nonprofit world for 10 years, bringing professionals and
international visitors here for the Institute of International
Education. He spent a few years as house manager and event
planner for a prominent Houston family and dabbled for a
while in the retail jewelry trade.

After being recruited by a friend to serve on the local
DIFFA board, Honerkamp saw the Houston chapter struggle
without an office or director. At that point, four years ago,
he stepped up to the plate and offered to put the skills he
had developed te work full time on a cause that was
important to him. “I have friends who are battling this
disease and 1 do this to show my care and concern for them,”
he says. “We all make choices about what we do with our
time and our talents, and this is what [ was called to do. It's
challenging and it has made me grow in a lot of ways.”

Honerkamp has seen to it that the Houston chapter grew
in a lot of ways, too. He keeps administrative costs down
and gets many resources donated, earning the distinetion
of having the best expense-to-revenue ratio of all DIFFA
chapters. That has allowed the Houston chapter to grant
over $2.8 million to local HIV/AIDS service providers since
its inception. One of the most notable early successes was
The Assistanee Fund, which was built from the ground up
with DIFFA funds and now provides much-needed support
by paying for health insurance premiums and medications
for individuals hiving with AIDS.

Raising money to support other service providers is
DIFFA’s primary focus. Funds are disseminated locally every
spring. The local Ryan White Planning Counecil broadcasts
an announcement of the beginning of the grant process.
Interested organizations contact Honerkamp, who then
solicits financial and basic organizational information along
with descriptions of how requested funds will be used. A
committee of local community leaders reviews the responses
and decides which organizations will get grant money based
on a determination of which programs and services can make
the most impact in our community.

Grants totaling $75,000 were awarded in 2004, ranging
from $2,000 to $10,000 per organization. DIFFA funding
helped low-income pet owners keep and maintain their
beloved companions through PAWS Houston (Pets Are
Wonderful Support) and provided two new defibrillators to
Bering Omega Community Services for use in its adult day-
care center and dental clinic through the American Red
Cross. Other recipients included AIDS Foundation Houston,
The Assistance Fund, Baylor College of Medicine, Bering
Support Network, Casa de Esperanza, Montrose Counseling
Center, and The Center for AIDS.

DIFFA/Houston has several fundraising projects on its
plate including two major annual events. Dining by Design
is a spring feast at which patrons dine while immersed in
magnificent environments created by local designers. The
Wreath Collection is an annual silent auction of one-of-a-
kind wreaths created by artists, architects, merchants, and

floral and interior designers. This year’s auction will be incorporated into
an all-new evening of festivities entitled Glitter Ball on December 11 at
Deborah Colton Gallery,

While these events with successful track records help insure that the
future will be a rosy one for DIFFA/Houston (www.diffa.org), both the
national organization and local chapter have seen their share of lean times.
The national office endured staff cutbacks and had to relocate into less
costly office space, and local efforts hit a slowdown seme vears ago due to
volunteer burnout.

According to Honerkamp, many other HIV/AIDS organizations,
especially those with large staffs and expenses, suffered similar lulls in
fundraising. He blames 1t on apathy caused by the misguided notion that
HIV/AIDS is disappearing as a threat. He points out that contributions
were generous in the early days of the epidemic, but have waned because
of media attention given to better manageability of the disease through
modern drug regimens. “Sadly, though, infection rates remain on the rise,”
Honerkamp warns. *Adults and adolescents think that HIV/AIDS is taken
care of by these new drugs. It’s not. There's still no cure.”

So until the eure arrives, Honerkamp will keep plugging away to help
people with HIV/AIDS. “That's why 1 do what I do,” he says. “As long as
there are people with this disease willing to fight, I'm willing to be in
their corner.”

Joe Milano also reports on PWA Holiday Charities in this issue.

Making a DIFFA-rence:
“We all make choices about
what we do with our time and
_ofir talents, and this is what |
was called to do,’ says Houston
chapter director Rodney
Honerkamp, photographed
outside his Montrose gﬁce.
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By Brian Martinez | Photos by David Lewis

o

the ideal vacation in Mexico is all about
sand, surf, and beer. If John Truax has his
way, however, his corner of Mexico will be
a haven for more people who want to get
away from it all.

The native Houstonian has
fulfilled a lifelong dream by opening

Angeles de Mérida, a bed-and-breakfast in

e e e ol e

Filled with Mexican art and antiques, like those on the oppo-
site page, Angeles de Mérida is an ideal spot from which to
tour historic sites in the city (right) and nearby Mayan ruins,

the often-overlooked eity of Mérida on the
Yucatan Peninsula. The first gay-owned
and gay-friendly hotel of its type in this
city of about 700,000, Angeles iz designed
to be a place for the seasoned gay traveler
to experience an exciting culture,

“This 1z a very gay-friendly city,” Truax
says. “It’s not talked about, but they are

very accepting. It's the most liberal city in

the Yucatan Peninsula. Locals say that
about 20 pereent of the population is gay.”

Truax has long had a love affair with
Mexico, having traveled there for vaca-
tions for years while living in Houston.
When the opportunity to buy a property
there opened up, Truax and his partner,
an attorney, seized it.

“I had been vacationing down here for
14 years, and [ knew I loved it,” Truax
says by phone from Mérida. located about
20 miles from the Yucatan Gulf Coast.
“[My partner and I] have several
American friends that live down here, and
one of them is a real estate broker. He
told me about the house, and when I
walked in, I said to myself, ‘This 1s it!" And
my partner was like, ‘Oh my God!™

The property might have startled any-
one. It was the former home to Spanish
royalty in what was then New Spain,
Truax says.

Mérida, established by the Spanish in
1542 on the remains of the conquered
Mayan city of T°"H6, had the highest

wealth per capita of any city in the world

A refigious statue guards a tiled hallway and the door fo the street.

until 1900, Fruit, maize, and henenguen
(agave) plantations and cattle ranches
helped propel the city into prosperity.
The many mansions built by rich
Méridanos include the building that now
houses Angeles, located seven blocks from
the town square, the Zocalo.

“This is a beautiful colonial house, built
in about 1803." Truax says. “When fami-
lies passed houses down to children,
because the houses were so large, they
would subdivide them. They would literal-
ly close up doors and put up walls,”

Located on one of Mérida's quietest
streets, Angeles is now a haven for what
Truax calls the “sophisticated traveler.”
The house is filled with art and antiques,
The four guest rooms (each with a private

bath) look onto a central pool and garden,

—_
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complimentary continental
breakfast is served every day
m the veranda, and catered
lunches and dinners are also available,
“We're not looking for the let's-get-
drunk-and-break-things crowd,” Truax

savs. “This is definitely not a place for

spring breakers, but it's a great place for

anvone that appreciates culture, arts, or
architecture.”

Mérida's cultural offerings are one of
the attractions that drew Truax from
Texas. A professional dancer sinee high
school, he received two degrees in dance
and went on to pursue musical theater
and work with two dance companies.

After teaching dance at an area high

school, running a dance center, and serv-

ing as director of the Texas Tap

Ensemble, Truax needed a time out

“T really wanted a quieter life,” he

says. "I was working 12 hours a day, six
days a week, and I wanted a quieter,
easier life. My goal was always to live
in Mexico.

“Americans live to work. Mexicans
work to live. The people down in Mérida
take time out to enjoy life, whether

socializing, eating, or going to a music
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The guest raoms (clockwise from above), the main room, and the dining room occupy a 19th-century building that was
once home to Spanish royaity in New Spain,

concert, as opposed to so many of us in Truax hopes to help visitors discover

the States that get caught up in the rat this cultural richness. With its location,
race, not having time for friends Mérida is the gateway to the famous
and family.” Mavan archaeological sites of the
When Truax made his escape from Yucatan.
that race to his Mexican hideaway, h “You're 20 minutes from a beautiful
found a world of culture awaiting him. beach, and eight different Mayvan ruins
“This place is unbelievable,”
he says. “This eity is so rich in culture
and heritage. There i3 a free concert,
I‘.-'|'|:='il_'. or dance every Z'Ii'-_illl'. of lh" \\l"‘l\-
We're talking professional, top-notch per-
formers. |l'. the old
part of town, start-
ing on Friday nights,
Saturday, and all day
Sunday, a lot of major
streets are blocked
off, and there are per-
formances in four
major areas of down-
town. It could be a
reggae group from
Cuba in one part or
maybe a classical
quartet from Belize

in another part.”
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GETTING THERE
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restaurants, about six really top-notch restau-

rants, that cost about one-fifth of what you
would pay in Houston. The dollar goes a long
way down here—a long way."

Mérida provides terrific value for travelers,
Truax says.

“Because this isn't Canetin or Puerta
Vallarta, because it's not one of the worldwide
tourist destinations, the prices here aren't

overly inflated. You can go out here to a five-

star lﬁp-!]ﬂt{‘h restaurant and have a L:ump]r_-H"

Dwner John Truax restored the
property, located near the town
square, the Zocalo,

dinner for two for under 360,

compared to going out in
Houston where it might be
$100 & person.

There's a ballet company
here, a modern dance com-
pany, a symphony, a profes-
sional theater company, and
a ticket to any of those con-
certs is 83 to $5. You'd pay
$76 in the U.8."

With those extra funds,
visitors ean find plenty to
experience, Truax says,

“There's a full month-
long celebration for

Christmas. There will be tons of performances
and just all these ongoing events 1n prepara-
tion for Christmas. New Year's Eve is huge
here. There are just parties and events, con-
certs everywhere, Another really good time of
the vear is Easter.

“Any good excuse for a party,” Truax says

with a laugh.

Brian Martinez interviewed filmmaker Bunny

Watts for our September issue.
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symphony
conductor
becomes

a rabhi

by Eric A.T.
Dieckman
* Photo by
Bradford
Fowler

Every month during
our 10-year celebra-
tion, we revisit an
individual we inter-
viewed or who played
a significant role in
the tssue published a
decade ago.

utSmart interviewed Stephen

Stein, then the Houston Sym-

phony conductor-in-residence,

10 years ago. At the time he was
a burgeoning musical talent and much in
demand. In the 1994 article, he explained
how being gay and Jewish would always
play a role in who he is. A decade later, Stein
no longer conducts for the Houston
Symphony, He no longer resides in Houston.
But his statement from that article 10 years
ago couldn’t be any more relevant.
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Classical rabbi: Stephen Stein left the music
world in 1994 for religious studies. “If you ask
me to conduct, | would fove to conduct. But |
don't need it. | need to be a rabbi

“The day after I gave my final perform-
ance for the Houston Symphony—that was
in June 1898—1I flew to Jerusalem and
began five years of rabbinic study,” Stein
says by phone from California. He studied
at Hebrew Union College and was ordained
in June of 2003. Immediately after ordi-
nation, he moved to Los Angeles and began
his tenure at Wilshire Boulevard Temple.

That's a big change for anvone, but not
a sudden or illogical one for Stein. Shortly
after the 1994 article appeared, Stein found

himself evolving. He says he needed to find
a way to lift up culture and bring spirituality
into peaple’s lives with religious tools rather
than musical ones. What surprised him
during his studies were the similarities
between his former career and the new one
that lay ahead of him. “Taking ancient texts,
bringing them to life, and helping the people
in our world find relevance and meaning in
them was the same thing” as conducting,
he discovered. He realized the words and
ideas expressed in the Bible can have as

Shepherds. Abiding

“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding
in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.”
~ Luke 2:8

Christmas €ve Services
December 24, 2004

cpam.g 10 pm,

Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church
2025 W. 11th. St. ~ Houston, TX 77008 ~ 713-861-9149

www.resurrectionmcc.org

| T
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WIRELESS SERVICES INC.

Motorola V300

SRP $199.99 each.

800 Whenever Minutes
a month for Two lines

® Unlimited Nights & Weekends
® Unlimited Mobile to Mobile

Total Choice

Quantum-Net
14655 Northwast Frwy, #1071 15208 Westheimer Road, #120
713.462.9966 281.493.0101
sl = o (\Vir -'l'!""u
iJF - -Mobile
authorized deale My

An exciting, fun-filled
career in lending?

WE'RE HIRING TOP PRODUCING
LOAN CONSULTANTS.

If part of the reason you work is because you love what you do, you're our
kind of people. Your established base of local business sources with sales
exceeding 512 million a year is essential in this key rale, We'll back you with
a full mortgage product line, the opportunity to earn outstanding
commission and recagnition, and the support you need to help you excel.
We're continually working to make sure our workforce fully reflects the
diversity of the communities we serve. Join us and let's work together to
make a difference. Apply with us today

Washington Mutual offers an excellent compensation package, health
benefits, retirement, 401K, employee stock purchase plan and more! For
mmediate consideration please apply online referencing Job Number
347418 at wamu.com/jobs.

Washington Mutual

wamu.com/jobs
sportunity Employer. Anyena needing accemmuodation to complote

It's like buy one get one FREE after a
$200.00 mail in rebate on second phone
purchase and activation of FamilyTime plan.

(Taxes Not Included. Annual Contract Required.)

FAMILY PLAN - $69.99

@ [ong Distance & Roaming Included

B

A\

F

Awami Video Center
12375 Bissonnet Street, #32-33
832.328.2244

Central Wireless
1614 Gessner Drive
832.358.2442
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This 2,000 s.f new construction has, granite
counter-tops, Kohler fixtures, surround sound
& awesome views just minutes from DT.
Only $262K Call Bob Derr 713-875-7048

Kenneth W. Lester D.C.

KIRBY ~
HEALTHAVELLNESS
3930 Kirby Drive, Suite 108
713.526.5252

Check Up coninie

Music man: Ten years ago,
Slein was conductor-in-
residence with the Houston
Symphony. In 1998, he
began his religious study.

extraordinarily broad and profound an
effect as Beethoven's Ninth Symphony. “I
found, in a metaphoric way, a score that [
could interpret that I had never had the
opportunity to play and one whose impact
I found even more meaningful,”

Wilshire Boulevard Temple is the
oldest Jewish congregation in southern
California, having been established 142
years ago. Not the first gay rabbi in this
Reformed synagogue, he is however the
first gay rabbi to have a partner. Although
Rabbi Stein has encountered some Re-
formed colleagues who do not believe
game-sex couples should have the right te
marry, he says he and his partner have
felt nothing but a hearty welecome. Anti
thetically, a pair of very Orthodox cousins
of Stein’s welcome him and his partner
into their home, he savs, “like we were a
married couple, no question. The labels
are not accurate, We have been lovingly
and warmly embraced by this entire com-
munity, by the board, by my colleagues,
by the staff, and by the congregation.”

A congregation with 2,500 families,
Wilshire offers programs for the gay and
lesbian members of the synagogue and the
community at large. One new program
offered this fall is called *From Generation
to (New) Generation.” The seminar is
designed for lesbian and gay parents. “We
know that the lesbian and gay parents in
our congregation have unigue challenges
Stein

in their lives as they raise kids,”

says. “We want to be sensitive to that and

“l don’t think |
could be where |
am had | not been
the artist | was for
the first 20 years
of my life.”

address that. We have connected not only
with the two predominantly lesbian and gay
synagogues here in L .A., but also with the
large, simply Reformed Jewish synagogues
and have welcomed their lesbian and gay
parents to the seminar.”

How does he know he has made the right
career change? Rabbi Stein has experences
practically every day that confirm it—in his
office, in a classroom, in a hospital, at a
cemetery, under the wedding chuppah.
Recently, a woman in a class he has been
teaching broke into tears, telling Stein how
meaningful his class has been to her. She
explained how she has decided to become
Jewish, and she asked Stein to be her
sponsoring rabbi. Tearfully himself, the
rabbi confesses, “l wanted to thank her. It's
a blessing, an enormous privilege, I should
be paying for that privilege rather than
getting paid for it.”

As one might expect, some who know of

Rabbi Stein's past ask if he misses
conducting, He still enjoys the opportunity,
he says, although it comes up very rarely.
Though he loves his new life, he doesn’t feel
like he missed opportunities by not
sawitching over sooner. *I don’t think I could
be where 1 am had I not been the artist |
was for the first 20 years of my life. [ needed
to do that. I believe very strongly that I am
where I belong. If you ask me to conduct, [
would love to conduct. But I don't need it. I
need to be a rabbi.”

Eric Dieckman profiled Shelley Kennedy for
our ."\'_i.'f'F'.?J.:hl'." ESE LLE,

P SYMFHONY

Ellen's Pampered Pet Inn

The Holidays are a busy time. Whether
you're looking for an expert groom
or a SAFE place to board your pet.
we are always here for you
Happy Holidays from the staff
at Ellen’s Pampered Pet Inn.

* Professional Grooming

* Boarding for Dogs & Cats

# Sale Outdoor Play Avea

* Convenient to Mid Town, Southhampton,
River Osks, Montrose & West University Place

24]1 Bissonnet

an Ky & Greesria

MWon - §at 730 - 500
713 522-PETS

We’'d like you
to meet our
60,000 readers...

Over 8 90/[]

of OutSmart readers tell us they

GO OUT OF THEIR WAY
to SUPPORT

QutSmart advertisers.

Oty Smant

Houston's gay, lesbian, bi, and trans magazine

For advertising information
call 713-520-7237.
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It you can dream it,

S \/ | can make it.

TOTALSTONE
PANEL SYSTEMS

GARDEN DESIGNS

It you're loc 'LI' s for Paradise...we know the w: L

871 2 BEVERLY HILL HousToON, TX 77063
SALES@GARDENDESIGNSUSA.COM

713.278.9344
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LookOut

by Tim Brookover

OO0D WORKS. ['or the

18th year, Jerry Atwood
rallies his musical troops for A
Christmas Songfest. The sing-
along takes place December 5 at
Hornberger Conference Center.
Proceeds benefit Houston Chal-
lenge Foundation and Montrose
Counseling Center.

For the 10th year, AIDS
Foundation Houston collects
new, unwrapped presents as
part of the Red Ribbon Toy
Drive, the annual effort first
launched by the National
Leather Association: Houston.
On December 5, Bayou City Boys
club collects toys for the effort
at its holiday bash at the
Memorial swankienda of Michael
Flynn and Richard Maier. Orga-
nizers of the first Heights
Holiday Market on December 10
also encourage shoppers to bring
a toy for the drive. Vendors at
Artisans’ Corner include master-
ful woodcrafters Jo Alcade and
Leslie Ravey.

The good folk at New
Covenant Christian Church are
also collecting tovs for kids. Rev.
Todd Williams and his flock
worship at the Houston GLBT
Community Center,

On December 7, Jesse and
Pamela Pierce will host A Holiday
Schmooze in their home bene-
fiting the Center for AIDS.
Interior designer Michael Dale is
honorary chair, and Julie
Greenwood is event chair.

Sonna Alton at Montrose
Clinic called to report that lean
Moran of Rimbrandts Glass
Studio in Spring will contribute
to the clinic for EVery ]‘Ln]iL‘].‘l_\' pln'rhu.ﬂ'
ordered at www.rimbrandts.com. Alton
pointed out that shoppers should enter the
code “MontroseClinic69” (stop sniggering)
on the total page.

Kermit Eisenhut has created cards for
PAWS Houston. Proceeds support Pets Are
Wonderful Support, which helps humans
living with terminal illnesses care for their
animal companions.

N YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD. On
December 8, Theatre Under The Stars

54 DECEMBER 2004 QutSmart

NO PLACE LIKE HOME.
Through December 30, the Zigler
Museum of Art in Jennings,
Louisiana, presents Home for the
Holiday, an exhibition of paintings by Troy
Broussard (including The Broussard Fishing
Camp, pictured). The museum in Broussard’s
hometown will also show pieces from his personal
art collection as well as works by Michael ST SRR EREIE
Anderson, his Houston painting partner.
Broussard (inset, photographed at the Zigler) is
OutSmart design contributor.

hosts Out at TUTS in conjunction with
Singin'in the Rain. The evening, sponsored

by OutSmart, includes an aprés-show
cabaret with cast members at Artista in
Hobby Center.

Playwright is one of the roles for the
multi-hyphenated Ray Hill. As we prepared
to go to press, we received word that he
will perform his powerful one-man show
Ray Hili: The Prisan Years on December
20 in Chelsea Market (in Buite C-140, hy
day a defensive driving school behind the

defunct Butera’s). “This will be the last

performance of all of the
material since | am cutting out
half an hour to create a more
road-able show to open in
Philadelphia next fall,” Hill
e-mailed.

The next night, Hill will
present an unnamed work based
on the notorious 1991 hate-crime
murder of Paul Broussard and the
Woodlands teenagers convicted
in the crime,

AIL CALL. From D.C.,

Darin Adams wrote that he

is included in the December Out
as one of the top 100 success
stories of 2004. At OuiSmart, we
have a special fondness for
Darin. Until he graduated last
spring from Baylor, he was our
contact there and even made
our magazine available at that
right-wing Baptist stronghold.

J INGLE BELL JOCK. In
2002, former NFL nose
tackle Esera Tuaolo made news
when he burst from the closet.
Now he has released a sweet,

| R&B-tinged holiday EP, First
Christmas. Adollar from each
dise ordered through Tuaclo’s
website, www.BigE98.com, will
benefit PFLAG;
AIDS Project; Camp Heartland,
a Wisconsin retreat for voung-

sters affected by HIV/AIDS; and

Minnesota

fornia-based group that pro-
motes tolerance for gay and
questioning teens.

OLIDAY EAR. Speak-
ing of music, cozying up
to the radio console and listening to
10 Doyle’s holiday shows on Queer Voices
is a tradition at my house. Tune in to
KPFT on December 13 and 20, beginning
at 8 p.m., for this year's shows. Doyle
promises an interview with RuPaul
about her Christmas album along with
some surprises. Check Doyle's website,
www.queermusicheritage.com,; to hear
archived programs and a saucy Internet-
“stuff |
could not, not, not play on the radio." Ho,

ho, ho! B

only show, featuring, he reveals,

Houston's FAVORITE HOLIDAY COMEDY

coming to a theatre near you!

December 14-19, 2004
The Grand (Galveston, TX)
For Tickets: 1-800-821-1894
Online www.thegrand.com

LYRICS BY TIM RICE

JOE SEARS
JASTON WILLIAMS

January 7-9, 2005
Stafford Centre (Stafford, TX)
For Tickets: 713-629-3700
Online www.ticketmaster.com

USIC 8Y ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER

SUPERSIAR

For more information on the show visil www.reallyuseful.com

BROADWAY.HousToN

TICKETS MAKE GREAT GIFTS!

ON SALE NOW -+ DEC. 21-26 » HOBBY CENTER
BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com or wll 713-629-3700
Groups of 20 or more: 713-69 &‘i;

CHEBRIELE

ctober Gallery
7- e Fhoeniv kas risen, .

e

‘:.v' o =
ndian Summer
LODSE ®#s artgarden
605 Columbia at White Oak (in the Heights) N
Anti-Mall & Sanctuary Combined £
713-869-0445  www.indiansummerlodge .com ZZOO?

Panache, charm, chi and great retail, all set amidst palms,
timber bamboos, eucalyptus trees, and blooming tropicals
Featuring Houston's 1st every weekend Artists Markef,
October Gallery & Event Center. Part industrial, part lodge, part
jungle...the conception of Heights resident JEFF LAW
opening November 26, 2004

EXTRAVAGANZA GRAND PENING PARTY FRIDAY, DEC. 3RD -10PM

BROADWAY'S BRAND-NEW
MONSTER HIT!

JANUARY 4-16

HosBY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com or «ll 713-629-3700
Groups of 20 or more: 713-693-2692 P‘\J

ﬁ& ERG . HOUSTONYICHROMICLE

ON SALE NOW! o
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MidsCentury Pavilion

2215 Washington Avenue
Houston, TX 77007

* Mid-Century Modern
+ Art Deco

* Arts & Crafts

Furniture Lighting
Paintings * Sculpture

Buy = Sell » Consign
Dealer space available

Now Open Sundays!

A collection of dealers

Hours: Tuesday through Saturday: Noon to 7pm
Sunday: Noon to 4pm
713-863:1986 email: info@mid-centurypavilion.com

Tan Where TheSun Don’t Shine

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE ONLINE

Buy 1 Get 1 FREE

With this ad, New customers only,
Expiration 1/15/05

_‘""‘-—--_____I
dd 7 [
3\

i
% LS =)
t&

415 Westheimer
Houston, Texas

713-520-6611

- e

sunless Tanning
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Ellen DeGeneres

(Parade, 10/31/04, Ben Fong-Torres)

When I bring up the hot-button topic of same-sex marriage,
DeGeneres says: ©
whether it's marriage or any other issue. I want to know that
if something happens to me, that Alex [Alexandra Hedison]-
who spends her life with me and shares everything with me
would be taken care of. It's

I absolutely believe in equal rights,

and supports me in every way
really about equal rights.”

Jenniter Tilly

(The Advocate, 11/9/04, Michael Rowe)

‘I would be very happy and proud to have a gay son or

“I would be =ad because I know they'd
have maore of an uphill road to elimb because of the
inhospitable climate in America.” She's clearly sincere, but in
true gay style, she's not getting all serious, “T've thought
“But I lie down till the

daughter,” she says.

about having kids," she says dryly.

urge passes.”

Dave Navarro........

(The Adwocate, 11/9/D4, Kurt B. Reighley)

In one especially racy passage of [his first book] Don't Try
This at Home, Navarro recalls making out with former Nine
Inch Nails guitarist Richard Patrick during the first
Lollapalooza tour. He’s also swapped spit with Chili Peppers
singer Anthony Kiedis (in their “Warped” video) and locked
lips frequently with Perry Falwell during Jane's heyday, Alas,
the hard rocker claims these experiments have never gotten
him rock-hard.

“I've tried to dabble in that world, and it's just not me,”
he admits with a shrug. “T've never been sexually aroused
by a man. But I have yet to kiss Johnny Depp, so you
never know .

Rupert Everett

(The Advocate, 11/3/04, Michagl Giltz

Michael Giltz: .. .| know you went to Catholic school. Did
you practice, or are you practicing?
Rupert Everett: Am I a practicing Catholic?
practicing Buddhist.

Not even for your mother at Christmas?
Yes, I do [go to church then], and I love Christianity. But the
Catholic Church and Christianity in general I find
unsatisfactory, because since the third century they've been
hijacked by neocons. If you look at Christianity before the
third century, you discover a very different thing.

»0Nan 0'Brien

(Late nr.gm with Conan ('Brien, 12/02)
“Mexico City announced that it is forming a new police unit
with officers dressed like cowboys with cowboy hats and

o, I'ma

spurs. In a related story, Mexico City also announced it's gay.”
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“Amy Poenler
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] _tsnm Night Live, \0/30/04, NBC)
“According to a new Democratic poll released
today, 50 percent of Vice President Cheney's
~daughters are sl:lll gay”

se-nae to sh’alghl people?
Jon Stewart (host of Comedy Central's The Daily Show): In the
universe of gay Republicans are Jews for Jesus and
Retarded Death Row Inmates for Bush. They don’t
reflect the larger group, and they’re not aware of
what's in their best interest.
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Compiled by Blase DiSrefcmo

Lewis Black

( The Daily Show, 110704, Comedy Central)

Lewis Black: Last week, Americans did something they
can be proud of . , . OK, two things: One, they didnt watch
My Big Fat Obnoxtous Boss, and two, they got up off their
asses and voted in record numbers assuring themselves a
legislative body that is truly representative of our
electorate.

So who are these
modern-day Mr.
Smiths, and what are
the issues they take
with them to
Washington?

Well, in South
Carolina, newly
elected senator Jim
DeMint won his seat
in part by arguing
that gays should not
be allowed to marry.
And that's just for
starters.

Cut to DeMint
speaking: "If a
person 18 a practicing
homosexual, they
should not be
teaching in our S Block [seen hevet

phato from Comed
Daily Shaw): Whai do

right have him daing?

schools.”
Black: So much for
the school play!

By the way, South
Carolina's school system ranks 49th out of all states. On
the bright side, most of these kids think that's out of a

the Christian

hundred.

But Mr. DeMint isn't the only incoming senator who
recognizes that homosexuality is this nation’s number-one
problem. During his campaign, our new senator from
Oklahoma, Tom Coburn, told voters at a town hall
meeting, quote; “Lesbianism is so rampant in some of the
schools in southeast Oklahoma that they'll only let one
girl go to the bathroom. Now think about it. Think about
that issue."

Think about the issue of rampant high school
leshianism? OK. |Starts to get hot and bathered.)

So there you have it. Just a few of the newest members
of the United States senate, people who will be helping
our president choose up to three new Supreme Court
Justices.

Congratulations, Christian right—I'm Jewish, and
yvou've even got me praying!
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CENTTAL

FRANK VEFCNSEY COMEDY

POEHLER - MARY ELLEN MAT
ATEWART - NORMAN JEAM RO
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DVD/VHS

Violet's Visit

Set in Australia, young Violet
(Rebecca Smart) leads a life full
of teen angst. When Violet's mum
introduces her to yet another new
“dad,” she's had enough. Frus-
trated by her mather and being
thrown into the midst of her
- myriad relationships, Violet runs
away from home in search of her biological father. With
an address provided by her grandmaother, she knocks on
the door to surprise her long lost dad, Alec (Graham
Harvey). But surpnise, Pete (David Frankdin), Alec's partner
of eight years—who knew nothing of Violet—is the one
to open the door. Although Alec is at first reticent about
this reminder of his past, Pete warms up to her and
coaxes Alec into a trial stay, Told with humor and sensi-
livity, this is a more honest, realistic, and contemporary
version of Three Men and a Baby and My Twe Dads. =
1998. Directed by Richard Turner. = From Ariztical
Entertainment (www.ariztical.com). —ED

Bulgarian Lovers

Daniel (Fernando Guillén Cuerva) has one vice: picking
up Bulgarians living illegally in Madrid. When Daniel
finds one such man, the comely Kyril (Dritan Biba),
the two give in to a night of sexual abandon, leaving
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THE L WORD

It’s OK, you can say it

n its first year, The L Word garnered national publicity almost immediately.
Some have criticized the sexy cast—including Jennifer Beals, Mia Kirshner, and
Pam Grier—saying it does not represent the whole of the leshian community.

Hanging out in the L world (I-r); Leisha Hailey, Mia Kirshner
(walking toward table), Laurel Hollman, and Katherine

But considering the drama held Showtime’s highest ratings for the season, not too
many people are upset by the almost total lack of mullet hair styles. Watching
Jenny’s (Kirshner) journey of self-discovery more than makes up for it.
The five-DVD collection boasts the hour-and-a-half-long pilot and an extra
12 hours of lesbian drama. The fifth disc is dedicated to special features
(Fashionistas and clothes-whores are in for a treat.) There’s a puppet show
created by the cast, a Fashion Extra!, a look at the wardrobe process for the

characters, advice on
where to find clothes
to copy the look of
your favorite
character, a behind-
the-seenes look at the
show, a preview of
geason two, and even
more. * From
Showtime
Entertainment
(www.sho.com),

—Eric A.T. Dieckman

Moennig star in the high-rated Showtime series.

MORE DVD/VHS PREVIEWS

g Daniel irrepressibly smitten. Though
the feelings are mutual, Kyril takes
advantage of the wealthy Daniel and
involves him in increasingly criminal
activity, When Kyril's girifriend, Kalina
(Anita Sinkovic), arrives at Daniel's
doorstep, Kyril insists she stay.
Daniel’s world topples over a little
more each day and even though he sees it happening,
he's willing to sacrifice everything. FYI: Director Eloy de
la Iglesia was the first prominent Spanish intellectual to
publicly declare his homosexuality. = 2003, Based on the
novel by Eduardo Mendicutti. Co-written by de la Iglesia,
= From TLA Releasing (www.tlareleasing.com). —ED

Even Cowgirls Get the Blues

e  This adaptation of 2 Tom Rebbins
novel boasts Uma Thurman as the
lead character, Sissy Hankshaw, a
hitchhiker with enormous thumbs,
Also starring are Keanu Reeves,
Angie Dickinson, John Hurt as “The
Countess,” and Pat “remember me
from Happy Days?" Morita as “The
Chink! Rain Phoenix debuts as Bonanza Jellybean, a
lesbian cowgirl, Jellybean and Hankshaw meet at a
“beauty ranch” where Hankshaw is scheduled to model

for a shoot against a backdrop of mating whooping
eranes. But that's not oddball enough for a Tom Robbins
tale; Hankshaw and Jellybean drug the cranes with
peyote instead. Openly gay auteur Gus Van Sant lends
authenticity to the gay sensibilities of Robbins' story;
k.d. lang adds some leshian cowgirl flavor. = 1893,
Directed by Gus Van Sant. » From New Line Home
Entertainment (www.newline.com). —ED

Iron Ladies [1
Thailand is famaous for its kathoey,
performers better known as lady-
boys. These Thais are considered
the most convincing and lovely
e trannies on the globe. Kathoeys
‘mr. \ aire si{jnific;&ntly mare aﬁcepted
wp A than cross-dressers are here, as
e I’""w long as the kathoey are on stage.
Put them in the sports arena and it's a whole new
hallgame. This follow-up ta the tale of an almost exclu-
sively gay/transgendered volleyball team (loosely based
on a true story) takes the initial movie's glamour and
adds extra sports action and sequins. When a hunky
teammate leaves the group to start his own rival team,
the girls venture off to China to woo a former player-
turned-cabaret star out of retirement. More than a film
about the Tin GLBT, thisis a story of triumph in the —

A DAME AND A JEW

The Dame Edna Experience:
THe Christmas Specials
It's Christmastime
in Oz, possums.
Stuff a little Dame in
your stockings. Well,
actually, the Dame
in question is rather
large. Stuff her
anyway. She'll tickle
s vou red and green
whether yvou've been naughty or nice.
You deserve to let the Grande Dame
roast your cheatnuts, = Take the
evening off, spice up some eggnog,
and spend A Night on Mount Edna.
Her infamous monologues are
interrupted by complete strangers
such as Roger Moore, the obsessively
theistic Mel Gibson, bombshell Gina
Lollobrigida, and a score of other
holiday luminaries. Extras include
Dame Edna’s Christmas Address to
the Commonwealth and the third
and final of Dame Edna’s Audience
programs: One More Audience with
Dame Edna Everage. But don’t
expect Edna to put the “ho” in your
“ho, ho, ho.” The Dame is too refined
for such tawdry chicanery, or is she?
= From BBC Video (www.bbeamerica
shop.com). —ED

The Hebrew Hammer
ha's the certi-
o WERREW I AMMER fied eireum-
bt cised private dick
that's a sex machine
to all the chicks?
Meet Semitic Super
Stud, Mordechai Jef-
ferson Carver, a.k.a.
“The Hebrew Ham-
mer” (Adam Goldberg). * When a
psychotic Santa (Andy Dick) tries to
destroy Chanukah by hypnotizing
Jewizh children with bootlegged
copies of the Christmas classie Its a
Wonderful Life, it's up to the Hebrew
Hammer to save the day. Together
with Mohammed (Mario Van
Peebles), the Hammer hunts down
the renegade Santa and makes the
holiday season safe for all. * The
Hebrew Hammer is Jew-friendly and
black-friendly, but not very gay-
friendly. Seems nasty ole Santa is
gay. But as politically incorrect as the
film is, it's funny, anyway, especially
since Santa is sleeping with Tiny
Tim (not the singer). * 2003. Directed
by Jonathan Kesselman. = From
Paramount Home Entertainment
iwww.paramount.c‘on‘lf’homeenter
tainment). More info: www.comedy
central.com. —Troy Carrington

.

Sports/Fitness = Model Portfolios » Actor Headshols
Couples, Bridal, Family » Fashion Advertising * Business Poriraits

6217 EDLOE

WEST U PLAZA
HOUSTON, TX, 77005
713.542.8277

JOHN CONROY

VARSITY
i PHOTOGRAPHER

wWww.varsityproductions.com
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» Conveniently Located Near Downtown

| - Free Shuttle Service

« No Hassles, Pressure or Gimmicks
« We Treat You With Respect and Dignity

» Low Overhead - Competitive Prices
+ Family Owned and Operated Since 1939
+ Flexible Appointments/Personalized Service
+ In/Out Calls Possible
WAYNE“ LEDU + Overnight Test Drives Available
713.228. 4311 (269 Or 713.927.9879 (mobils] TR IR R [ AR L Visiting

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

KNAPP CHEVROLET
815 Houston Ave. * Houston, TX. 77007  Fax 713.331.3024 » www.knappchevy.com

------—--—----------------1

T RREE )

HEMWMMMNMNMMmWﬁHHWWBaMI
Valid only if purchased through Wayne LeDu

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY

* Certified IMAGO Relationship Therapist

* Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

* Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor
* 22 Years Counseling Experience

DENISE O’DOHERTY

3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 810 » HOUSTCN, 77098

(713) 524-9525

_ Eﬂ illustrated
» qu& : story of
» o w -12 0

e , b the rc[ationship

]:)f:twccn Jesus

and his
beloved John.
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GIRLS AND WIVES

The Golden Girls (Season One)
- | An Emmy Award-
eT winner for Out-
standing Comedy Se-
ries in its first year,
The Golden Girls has
become a landmark
in television history
.with a slew of gay
[ﬂns * Bea Arthur,
Rue \It(_lunuh'm Betty White, and
Estelle Getty star as four South Florida
seniors sharing a house, their dreams,
and a whole lot of cheesecake. Bright,
promiscuous, clueless, and hilarious,
these wonderful, mismatched ladies
form the perfect circle of friends. * Ex-
perience all 25 episodes of season one in
this three-disc set from Buena Vista
Home Entertainment (www.com). —SL

T.'re Stepford Wives
he special collect-
or's edition DVD
of the '04 version of
the 1975 film adds
more fun to an already
Y campy redo. * After
.:*..’#df:. }.;‘m =+ TV exec Joanna Eber-

5
n; hart (Nicole Kidman)
* suffers a series of

traumatic events, she has a nervous
breakdown, prompting her husband,
Walter (Matthew Broderick), to whisk
her away from Manhattan and relocate
to the safe-planned Connecticut commu-
nity of Stepford. As she recuperates,
Joanna makes a8 new friend, Bobbie
Markowitz (Bette Midler), a nebhish
writer and recovering alcoholic. Soon
Joanna and Bobbie notice the other
wives—among them Claire Wellington
(Glenn Close)—there make Martha
Stewart look like Roseanne,. They're too
perfect, and they're more adept at mak-
ing incredible fruit compote than mak-
ing their own decisions. Something’s
going on. * The trio of grande dames—
Kidman, Close, and Midler—deliver
great performances, in spite of rumors
of animosity on the set. Midler especially
delivers in terms of comic timing. Also
residing in Stepford is a gav couple:
Jerry (openly gay David Marshall
Grant) and Reger (Roger Bart, who
ghells out gobs of great lines). Out
sereenwriter Paul Rudnick really finds
the humor in the original '75 story and
brings it to full bloom. * 2004, Directed
by Frank Oz. * From Paramount Home
Entertainment (www, paramount,com/
homeentertainment ). —ED

D'JDI VI-IS continued from page 58

face of challenge. = 2003. Written and directed hy Yongyoot
Thongkongtoon. = From Strand Releasing Home Video
{(www.strandreleasing.com). —ED

Secret Things

Two young women discover the
power of sex to get what they want
in the male-dominated business
world. Nathalie (Coralie Revel), a
performance artist-stripper, instructs
her new friend, the beautiful but inex-
perienced Sandrine (Sabrina Seylve-
cou), on the art of seduction, Without
delay they put their skills to the test at a Parisian bank,
where both rise to the top. But they meet their match in
the ruthless son of the bank's president—a vain, unbridled,
power-hungry monster, » 2002, Directed by Jean-Claude
Brisseau. French with English subtitles. » From First Run
Features (www.firstrunfeatures.com), —Suzie Lynde

200 American
m Handsome Conrad’s (Matt Walton)
P not quite ready of a new relationship,
but he is ready for some hot action,
so he does something he's never
done before—he rents a hustler,
When he opens the door, Conrad’s
pleased to see he's hired a very sexy
Australian, lan's (Sean Matic) fee of
200 American dollars strikes Conrad as a bargain, but
he's puzzled as to why such a sweet and sexy guy is
selling himself in the first place. And what seems like a
simple proposition at night quickly gets complicated by
day. = 2003. Written and directed by Richard LeMay. =
Available December 14 from Wolfe Video (www.wolfe
video.com or 1-800-GET-WOLFE). —TC

Shiner revolves around three pairs of
people who find Intimacy only
through violence and humiliation, The
central figures are Danny (Derris Nile)
and Tony (Scott Stepp), two
“straight” guys whao initially get their
kicks by beating up gay men in back
alleys. In time, Danny develops his
own taste for pain, and entices Tony to beat him bloody
each night, until they both collapse in the same bed—
and in each other's arms. = 2004. Directed by Christian
Calgon. = From TLA Releasing (www.tlavideo.com). —

Last Dance

Director Mirra Bank follows the
Pilobolus Dance Theatre and author-
illustrator Maurice Sendak as they
collaborate on a dance-theater work
that honors a haunting holocaust
legacy. Last Dance weaves rehearsal
footage, interviews, Nazi propaganda
fontage, and performance into a thril-
ling insight into the creative process. The film holds nothing
back as philosophies clash, confrontations abound, and
artistic disaster threatens at every turn. But in the end
we are rewarded as Pilobolus dancers give life to a stark
and stunning dancewaork. « 2002, From First Run Features
(www.firstrunfeatures.com), —SL Il

OL IDM" FINERY IS NOW EDIBLE.

'__.a:,\"f':-um-,"

Let Harold Kelly at Of Course Catering start the magic.

It’s that time of the year,
. when people circulate,
' l‘ parties percolate &
E gef—fogerhers just
seem to naturally

T -._-‘-s_

713-526-1800
www. ufcuurseunlme com

WHERE SANTA COMES
FOR THE NEW YEAR!
Habanna Inn Resort Weeked Getoway for ONLY 5299
Decembsr 315t through Jonuary 2nd

» Private hotel room
* Round frip ransportation
» Cocktails ond snocks served by the party boys
* Gambling ot the Winstar Casing
* Lunch buffet
* Party fovors ond more

<§kﬂk4

gd'r'm;u.se Restanrant

515 WESTHEIMER, SUITE E.
713.333.9088

OPEN DAILY, 11AM-LATE NIGHT

OutSmart Readers 2003/2004
BEST SI1

SHI RESTAURANT
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| I ]
Television
by Blase DiStefano

OUT AT SHOWTIME

Showtime’s president is gay and knows a thing or two about diversity

iversity. It's a word bandied

about, and many people—read:

the far right—find it rather
distasteful, probably because it implies a
mixture of cultures and sexual identities.
However, one man is living the word.

Robert Greenblatt, the openly gay

president of Showtime Networks, has
created a truly impressive body of work,
work that proves his commitment to
improving the lives of minorities by

inclnding us in Showtime’s programming.

His most recent effort is The L Word,
the steamy lesbhian drama that debuted
in January 2004 and garnered the high-
est ratings of the season for Showtime

Before assuming his current position
at Showtime in July 2003, Greenblatt
and fellow executive producer David
Janollari formed The Greenblatt
Janollari Studio in 1997. This
independent film and television company
was responsible for many productions
including The Hughleys and the critically
acclaimed Six Feet Under, for which
Greenblatt was awarded a Golden Globe
for Best Television Drama Series.

Among Greenblatt's other TV credits
are Gregory Nava's American Family, a
eritically acelaimed Latino drama, and
UPN’s recent hit Eve, a multi-ethnic
sitcom starring hip-hop artist and

actress Eve.

On October 23 in Dallas, Greenblatt
received the Elizabeth Birch Award from
the Human Rights Campaign at the
Dallas~Fort Worth Black Tie Dinner. The
award was presented to Greenblatt for
his significant contribution of national
scope to lesbian and gay equality.
Attending the dinner in support of
Greenblatt were Queer as Folk stars
Sharon Gless, Peter Paige, and Robert
Gant; The L Word stars Pam Grier
and Leisha Hailey; and Huff star
Blythe Danner (also Will's mom on Will
& Grace).

Greenblatt doesn't stop at television,
He is also executive producer of several
feature films, including Home of Phobia,
which was featured at this year’s
Sundance Film Festival.

Rabert Greenblatt (¢) was the recipient of an award at the recent Dallas-Fort Worth Black Tie
Dinner. A few of his admirers traveled to the event to honor him: (I-r) Blythe Danner, Pam
Grier, Leisha Hailey, and an OutSmart cover girl Sharon Gless.

SPEAKING OF SHOWTIME

Murk your calendars: The second
season of The L Word premieres
on Showtime on February 20, 2005,

The drama focuses on the lives,
careers, and romantie relationships of
a group of lesbians in Los Angeles.
T'he 13-episode, one-hour drama’s
cast includes Jennifer Beals, Erin
Daniels; Leisha Hailey, Laurel
Holloman, Mia Kirshner, Katherine
Moennig, and Pam Grier,

Sandra Bernhard is set to join the
series as a guest star for multiple
episodes. She will play a straight
author who has a contentious
interaction with Mia Kirshner’s
character. More info: www.sho.com.

Jennifer Beals (1) and Laurel Holloman star
in The L Word.

ﬂ. lso in February: Reefer Madness,
a raucous film musical adapted

from the hit stage musical, which 1s

based loosely on the cult exploitation

film of the 1930s.

Steven Weber and openly gay Alan

Cumming have heen signed to star

Actress and classically trained dancer

Neve Campbell will make her tele-
vision musical debut. Also, Kristen
Bell and Christian Campbell (Neve's

brother), who co-starred as the hilari-

ous star-crossed young lovers in the
off-Broadway production of Reefer,
will reprise their roles in the movie
version, as will John Kassir and
Robert Torti. The stage version’s crea-
tive team will also translate Reefer
Madness to film, including veteran
director Andy Fickman, Kevin
Murphy (book and lyrics), and Dan

Studney (book and music). More TV —

Joseph Cohen “Apriori”

48" x 48" oil on convos

Joseph Cohen "Royal Time"
48" x 48" oil on canvas

atat
Bernalé Somoza
FINE ART

* Open Monday - Friday, 11 a.m. il 6 p.m., or by appointment

/13-528-6065

2415 W. Alabama ® Suite 200 ® Houston
www.somozagallery.com

True Self Transitions

A Program for Personal Growth

Counseling for

 Individuals < Couples < Families < BGroups

Enod Gray, LMSW-ACP, C.Ht., CSAT
4200 Montrose Blvd., #540
Houston, TX 77006
www.trueselftransitions.com

713/522-7014, ext. 4

Specializing in sexual addiction, codependency, trauma recovery & i'amllyr'uf origin issues.
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CARSON’S CHRISTMAS QUEER CHEER

Queer Eye’s Carson Kressley hosts
a special Christmas special

“PROVOCATIVE’

RICHARD ROEPEF, Ebert & Hoaper

CROJSJSOVER QIFTJS

415 Westheimer Houston, TX 77006

START THINKING
OUTSIDE o0

From the Writer-Director of “Gods and Monsters”
Liam Neeson Laura Linney Peter Sarsgaard

KINSEY

Let’s talk about sex

713-523-5201

Lacated ust outside the loop on Westview
betwezen Antoine & Sifber with sosy access to all major highways.

Minutas from Mamorial Pork, tha Galleria, Menirese and Dawntown

C arson Kressley of Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy brings holiday cheer home
this year by narrating The Christmas Special
Christmas Special, a program that pays tribute

Vaat s ti
g2 X & 3~ 7T)
zZ was

Zasldz

to the specials of Christmas past.
The Christmas Special Christmas Special

= : showeages the genre by featuring interviews,

» | Bedrooms from $536 « 2 Bedrooms from $659

*3 Bedrooms from §942 + 24 hour gate attendant
* Volat trash service * Pats allowed

clips, and production stills from numerous
programs spanning the decades. The gamut of
Christmas-themed television, the upcoming
special highlights evervthing from the classie
opera Ahmal and the Night Visitors (1951) to

Free cable with HBO!
Washer/dryer connections - stockables in select units
NO Application Fee with This Ad!

7000 Westview Drive
Houston, Tx 77055

713-686-3352
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Jon-Paul Hamilton, MD
Board Certified Psychiatrist

Psychotherapy and
Medication Management
for issues including:

Anxiety
Addiction
Depression
Bipolar disorder
1ship issues
1ssive compulsive disorder

4200 Montrose Blvd., Suite 540
Houston, Texas 77006
713.522.7014

Sliding scale fees
Evening anc rday appointments available.
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the irreverent cartoon South Park: A Very

Crappy Christmas (2000) to the recent Nick at
Nite Holiday Special (2003).
The special explores how pop culture and

the public's view influenced this genre,

Premieres Tuesday, December 14 (9-10
p.m.) on Bravo (with an encore airing on Trio,

Sunday, December 19, 8-9 p.m.),

Bah humbug: Not to worry, Queer
Eye's Carson Kressley gels
cheery for a Christmas special,

B Dads and
daughters:
Stars of

Too Cool for
Christmas
include (I-r)
Adam
Harrington,
Jodelle
Ferland,
Barclay Hope,
Brooke Nevin

A COOL CHRISTMAS FOR THE FAMILY

H ere! TV, the nation’s first gay and lesbian premium
cable metwork, believes in Santa . . . or at least
they are presenting a family film in which the real
Santa exists. « Too Cool for Christmas is the story of
a fashion-conscious teen Lindsay (Brooke Nevin) who
is too cool for it all. She and her best friend Paige
(Adrienne Carter) have secretly planned a trip to a ski
resort where they will coincidentally meet the hest-
looking boy in school. Unfortunately, Lindsay's two
dads (Barclay Hope and Adam Harrington) want
Christmas together as a family, so they forbid her
from going. But Lindsay is detarmined to go and joins
Paige for some last-minute shopping. Lindsay delights
in mocking Christmas by ridiculing the mall Santa

(George Hamilton). But this Santa is the real thing,
and he confides that he and Mrs. Claus (Donna Mills)
have lost the spark in their relationship and he has no
idea how to get it back. Lindsay, being Lindsay, gives
him a makeover, and she finds out that he really /s
Santa and that he needs help delivering gifts an
Christmas Eve. = Does she leam the real meaning of
Christmas? Does the pope wear dresses? = Too Cool
for Christmas airs throughout the month of December,
* On satellite systems, here! TV is offered as a pay-
per-view (PPV) service; on cable systems, it is offered
on either a Video On Demand (VOD) or Subscription
Video On Demand (SV0D) platform. More info:
www.heretv.com, ll

TRAIG BLANKEMHLIRM BN

;

Mon-Sat 10am - 9pm; Sunday 10am - 7pm
We can help with all your holiday shopping needs!

www.crossovergifts.com

Bob, Kim
& Staff

32

BLACK HAWK LEATHER

Wish You
Happy Holidays

3 Locations To Serve You:

1402 N. Main Ave.
(Inside Pagasus)
San Antonio
210 212-7597

711 Fairview
Houston
713-LEATHER

715 Fairview
(Inside Ripcord)
Houston
713-LEATHER

: 2 www.foxsearchlight.com & h'-r---l-"u

SELECT THEATRES NOVEMBER 24

832 -443 -FITT
Voted BEST FEMALE
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GrooveOut

by Gregg Shapiro

MAKE THE SEASON GAY

With gifts of music by queer talents

aving a hard time figuring out

what to get that special lesbian,

gay man, bisexual, transgender, or
questioning person on your holiday list?
Why not give music by a member of the
queer community?

Openly queer Michael Stipe is one-third
of the groundbreaking modern rock band
R.E.M., whose album Around the Sun
(Warner Brothers) was recently released
Stipe and company have struggled to
capitalize on the artistic achievements and
merits of the back-to-back masterworks
Automatic for the l“l'ulﬂd;l' (1992) and Monster

1994 ), and Around the Sun doesn't do much
for the cause. A seriously low-key effort,
there are a few minor bursts of energy, such
as on the synth-beats of “Electron Blue™ and
the tasteful funk of “The Outsider,” although
it took three listens for Q-Tip's rap on that
track not to sound like an afterthought.
“Make It All Okay” feels like

response to religious fundamentalists, with

a musical

GrooveQut Shorts

Various Artists
Keep Hope Alive

Those who like their dance
music equal parts mind,
hody, and soul will surely
embrace the unigue concept
album that is Keep Hope
Alive. The album—a salid
set of future deep house
classics—is 8 “We Are the
Waorld" project which hrrngs together some of the most
respected contemporary dance music artists in the
business to benefit LIFEbeat (The Music Industry
Fights AIDS). Blaze, Ultra Naté, among many others,
donated their voices, time, songs, and songwriting
royalties to the project. It's a great little album by
good people for a good cause. From King Street Sounds
(www.kingstreetsounds.com). For more info:
www westendrecords.com. =Troy Carrington

Rutus Waiawright

Want Two

This 12-track CD comes on
the heels of Wainwright's
acclaimed Want One from
2003. The new one con-
tinues the themes explored
on the previous recording,
though the openly gay
singer/songwriter has said that Want Two contains

66 DECEMBER 2004 OQuiSmart

R.E.M. (Michael Stipe, center)

“the more daunting tracks, the operatic, weird stuff, same
heavy numbers that related to my classical sensibilities!”
Tracks include such intriguing titles as “An Old Whore's
Diet” and “The Gay Messiah.” Included is a 22-track DVD
which features performances filmed at a live concert at
San Francisco's historic Fillmore Auditorium. Elton John
calls Wainwright the greatest living songwriter and an
“as-yet unheralded American treasure.” From Geffen
Records (www.geffen.com). For mare info: www.rufus
wainwright.com, =TC

Transcendence Gospel Choir

Whusaever Believes

R ] For months, the CD from the
\J. ‘

M world's first transgender chorus
languished unheard in my office.
Then, on the dreadful morning
after Election Day, | decided to
pop it into my CD drive on my

N iBook while | worked. What a
tuneful tonic for a Blue State voter living in a Red State!
Transcendence, formed in 2001 in San Franeisco, swings
with a heavenly vaice. Given the influence of the morals
squad in the presidential contest, the rollicking opener,
“Jesus, Be a Fence Around Me" (penned hy the great
Sam Cooke) takes on extra significance, recalling the one-
liner, “Lord, protect me from your followers” The rest of
this release, a 2004 OutMusic Awards winner, includes
the rousing “Bless Me (The Prayer of Jabez)," featuring a
powerhouse turn from the Rev, Dr. Yvette Flunder, pastor
of Gity of Refuge United Church of Christ, where Tran-
scendence is based. A documentary on the choir from

the line “Well Jesus loves me fine/And your
words fall flat this time,” and “Final Straw”

is one of R.E.M.’s most political statements,
a restrained rage against the Bush/Cheney
administration. Stipe sounds the most
and when he

invested on “Wanderlust,”

“I want it to be brilliant/T want it to

be sweet,” it is momentarily brilliant and
sweet, Sadly, too much sameness threatens
to sink the whole affair, not making it “The
Worst Joke Ever,” as the song says, but far
from the best that R.E.M. has to offer.

Reyna Larson made a name for herself

as the front person for the band Mabel
Muabel,
were disappointed when the band called it

and there were many people who

quits a couple of years ago. As leader of the

band, Larson was the most visible and

recognizable component, which ought to
make her transition into being a solo artist
a smooth one. The bucking bronco on the
cover of Some Folks Need a Name (Clay
head) and the inside photo of Larson in a

Campfire Films is in post-production. From Amor Mu-
sic. Mare info: www.tgchoir.org. —Tim Brookover

David Sisco

Here | Am: A Musical Personal Ad

This 16-s0ng eycle from com-
poser/singer David Sisco
follows the stations in the life
of a young gay man, fram ele-
mentary-schoal stirrings
through coming out and
beyond. The sprightly num-
bers are best, including “Locker Room” (with the lyric
“What's a gay to do?/Enjoy the view") and the exas-
perated “I'm Giving Up on Gay." Sisco and playwright/
lyricist Tom Gualtien are developing a new musical
based on Washingtan Sguare, the Henry James novel
From One Soul Records (www.onesoulrecords.com).
More info: www.davidsisco.com. =78

Various Artists

Marry Me

Marry Me is a double-CD
compilation containing songs
by over 20 gay, leshian
straight, and transgendered
artists. The first CD, entitled
Ceremony, contains songs
celebrating love and com-
mitment. Thv seulmtﬂﬂ appropriately named Recep-
tion, contains songs that will rock any reception. All
the songs celebrate love across different musical —

cowboy hat are an indication of what is
inside, a collection of insurgent country-
colored tunes, complete with a lap steel
guitar, mandolin, dobro, and banjo, among
other instruments. Larson fills these songs
(most of which are originals) with her

powerful alto growl, making them as

comfortable a fit as a pair of snug but well-
worn Wranglers. Standouts include the

kit o ‘.
» WNT

tearjerkers “Say My Name”
and “Squeezebox,” the bluesy ;
“54321," the sexy
“Me Slowly,” the

infectious swing of “Streets of

stomp of
strut of

New Orleans,” and the gospel
_i'rlt":'i of “Good |;ﬂ'|l'(l .—\hch'w_',“
As a member of Roy,
tl!_.‘t‘ll]l\'
Cook sang about wanting to

gay musician Brian

marry his boyfriend, but not
being able to, on the song
“Never Getting Married.”
Cook and his boyfriend have
since married, and Cook has
moved on to another band.
That band, scream-o-noige purveyors These
Arms Are Snakes, have released the
complex Oxeneers or The Lion Sleeps When
Its Antelope Go Home (Jade Tree), which is
sure to be as off-putting to some as it is
appealing to others. (These Arms Are

Snakes perform in Houston on December 13
at Mary Jane's Fat Cat.)

Continuing in the jazzy vein of their last
few albums, [rish leshian duo Zrazy (Maria
Walsh and Carole Nelson), who accompany
themselves on flute,
ments, have returned with the verdant
Dream On (Alfi}.
Zrazy’s songs have a dreamy and seductive

sax, and other instru-

Also backed by a quintet,

:-F '7* quality, embodied in songs
x} ,‘

such as “I Know When You
Are Near,” “Rain,” and “Keep
[t Real,” and the nine-minute
“Drive.”

Spanning a 12-year per-

od, the songs on Purpose of
Love: A Tim DiPasqua Song-
book—Veolume 1 (timdipas
gua.com) qualify this disc as
the perfect purchase for the
cabaret/show-tune lover in
your midst. Familiar names
: and voices from the cabaret
realm, including Brian Lane
Green, Scott Coulter, Baby
Jane Dexter, and Tom Andersen wrap
themselves in Tim DiPasqua’s songs, written
between 1987 and 1999, that are at turns
humorous (“My Favorite Note,” “You Make
Me Nuts”), dramatic (“Beach in the Blinding
Sun,” “Somewhere Between,” “As It's Meant

New York City Native

Sam Sh

FREE Concert

aber

Wednesday
Decamber 157

Monday S$10 Buckets

Tuesday Locals Night: 53 Martinis
Wednesday Singles Night: 52 Wells
Thursday Open Mic: 9pm-Tam
Friday Sheila Lennon: 10pm-2am
Saturday Dart Tournoment: 3pm-5pm
Sunday Karaoke & 51 Vodka

to Be,” “It Shouldn’t Have Happened”) and

just plain queer (“Big Hairy Man").

The words leshian and singer/song
writer just sound right together. Steff
Mahan, the lesbian singer/songwriter,
embodies that pairing on her new album,
42.50 (steffmahan.com). More Nashville
{where she is hased) than insurgent,
Mahan's songs sound as if they were in-
tended for sing-alongs
on cross-country trips.
From stories of trav-
eling on a budget (the
title track) to tales of
1-~'.L'upL- (“Leavin’ Mon-
ey”) to songs about the
thm__,.k we get used to
(“Rock in My Shoe”) to
having a good chuckle
in spite of everything
{“Laughin™), Mahan's
songs have a univer-
sal appeal.

A definite shift has
occurred in the music
and style of The Atari Star. The band’s first
two full-length albums were practically daz-

zling in their beauty, made even mare so con-
sidering the band members’ punk rock roots.
On Prayer + Pretend (Johann's Face), the
trio, which includes gay front man Mare

Dec. 15: Sam Shaber 8pm
Jun 19. Ellis

is:_;!n the Femmits

Voted #1 - Best Women's Bar

Every Saturday Night at 10:00 pm

Dec. 4:
Dec. 18:

Chances o

Dec. 11:
Dec. 25: C

open daily at 2pm - Happy Hour ‘til 7pm

www.chancesbhar.com
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Do You Love
Where You Live?

Ny
)

m Aa o =
Let me find you the perfect place to call home.
Doug Duerr * 713.899.9372
Citihomes & Apartment Locating
6449 Westheimer

douvgduerr@shcglobal.nel

Indian Sun
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Closed Sundays & eimee Sivd., Suite 110

71 3-523-4288 www.indiansun.net
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GrooveQut Shorts ;2% "

genres: RuPaul’s dance-floor anthem "Lave Is Love™
Bill Budd's sincere love song “Again"; Marcella Detroit's
gospel-like “| Wish You Love"; the serenade "You and
1" by Yolanda; the folksy ‘Uill and Jill" by Jenn Lindsay;
the Motown-flavored “Ain't No Mountain High Enough”
by Sade Pendarvis and Nicolas Ferrer; and the R&B
track “Bashert” by Ari Gold. Every artist donated the
rights to their recordings specifically for this project.
Fifty percent of proceeds fram the wholesale price of
the Marry Me compilation will benefit the ACLU Foun-
dation's Lesbian & Gay Rights and AIDS projects. The
projects’ goal is equal treatment for Igbt people and
people with HIV/AIDS, and they currently play a key role
in the growing movement for marriage equality. From
Figiam Records (www.figiamrecords.com). ~Suzie Lynde

Keyth Lawrence and the Purple Circle
Figures
Keyth Lawrence's most
defining artistic traits include
a character-driven, storied
style of songwriting, an
acrobatic and emotive voice
that tells it, and a classically
inspired powerhouse style of
piana playing that falls somewhere between Chopin
and Jerry Lee Lewis. The openly gay singer says,
"Figures is a solid story in which the main character's
travels are pivotal to his discoveries and losses. The
shape and design of his Iife are constantly changing
throughout, as we learn how this one man adjusts to
personal, spiritual, and global changes” From | Said!
Records. Mare info: www.keythlawrence.com. =TC

Jen Rathbun
Coffee, Chocolate & Men
New jazz artist Jen Rathbun
has released her latest GO, of
which music eritic Lucky
Boyd said was "quite possibly
the sexiest album ever re-
corded.” The local gay-friendly
» p singer has been compared to
Rosemary Clooney, Billie Holliday, and Bette Midler,
with a dose of humor and double-entendre. You can
add to that a tantalizing volce that ranges from
suggestive and playful to sultry and soulful. From
Platinum Plus Records (www. platinumplus
records.com). More info: www jenrathbun.com. =SL

Nils Landgren Funk Unit
Funky Abba
Swedish trombonist and
vocalist Nils Landgren, who
recarded with Abba in 1979,
i5 @ funkster at heart. And
with the blessing of one of
Abba's primary songwriters,
Benny Andersson, Landgren’s
Funk Unit re-imagined a dozen of the group's songs.
The Funk Unit entirely rearranged the pop songs to the
point that they are fresh new creations, but they kept
the sound pure and organic by using real drums, horns,
quitars, bass, and keyhoards just like funk records were

made in the '70s. Andersson makes a special
appearance on piano on "When All s Said and Done,”
the poignant elosing ballad. From Justin Time Records
(www.justin-time.com). More info: ACT Music
(www.actmusic.com). =7C

Shania Twain
Greatest Hits
L This first compilation of great-

est hits includes every big hit

from Shania's career. The long-
awaited 21-song collection in-

cludes three new songs along

with love ballads and high-
anergy chart-toppers. Her

music isn't straight country; it's Infectious and irresistibly
catchy. From Mercury Records (www.mercuryrecords
.com). Info: www.shaniatwain.com. =Andrea Rodricks

Maggie Kim
Lesson 1.5
- | dan't know what Lesson 1

might be, but | can tell you what
Lesson 1.5is: If you like looking
at girls, open the booklet of this
. oy CD-Maggie Kim is a bonafide

k MAG%KH‘ centerfold! If you don't like

f ' =520 looking at girls, though (for
you guys at 6 [exclusively homosexual] on the Kinsey
scale), well, you still might like her sticky sweet
approach to danceable pop songs. Just maybe. Self-
released (www.maggiekim.com). =Lance Scott Walker

Various Artists
Get Down Tonight: The Disce Explosion
N, o Boogie down with this three-CD

box set of the higgest, sexiest,
and grooviest songs from the disco
gra, Each CD is built around a
geographical theme, revealing
that there was indeed depth to
the disco movement—from the
West Coast to the Midwest, East
Coast, and South and across the

- . Atlantic. The track listing boasts

songs by a host of popular disco-gra artists ke the

Village People, ABBA, Rick James, Donna Summer,

Gloria Gaynor, and Lipps, Inc. From Shout! Factory

(www.shoutfactory.com). —4R

Jlem
Finally Woken
This Welsh singer/songwriter
has turned out a lot of work
in her short career, due in no
small part to her nomadic
existence and an ambitious
approach which has included
: dipping her fingers into all
corners of the industry. She treats her songs the same
way—lots of layers in her arrangements with lots of
really well-scripted strings, and ample room for her to
explore her beautiful, almost husky voice, Some parts
will even remind you of Christmas. Perfect timing. From
ATO Records (www.atorecords.com), More info:
v jem-music.net, =LSW —

[ERPIPITN conincea from page 7

Ruvolo and drummer Davey Houle, re-
embraces its hard-roeking origing and burns
through a series of blistering tunes,
including “Always If Only,” “Night Striped
Assassins,” “The Assimilationist,” and
“Mosquito Heart Serenade.” If you need
further proof, The Atari Star even does a
cover of Shellac’s "Copper.” Still, traces of
The Atari Star of old can be heard on the
album’s six-and-a-quarter-minute center-
piece, “Asphalt Everest,” which includes a
lovely trumpet part by Jamal Ayoub.

As with The Atari Star, an audible
stylistic shift has also occurred with June
Panic. The born-again queer that we first

1 Capnon F
Liyo Eureka 2
17 Glidden N
2\ Kirsch

Bk &Decke

came in contaect with on 2002’s Baby's
Breadth is still rocking his unique brand of
experimental music on Hope You Fail Better
(Secretly Canadian).

Gay Bay Area singer/songwriter John
Ashfield won me over with his tasty
Harmony Bunny disc a few years ago. In his

latest incarnation, as a member of The

Bobbleheads, he has even included some of

his previously released tunes on Automatic
Fun, such as “Crush,” “I Don’t Know,” and
“Why Not Smile” (a song about Joni Mitchell).
The remaining songs are bright and sunny
power pop tunes that have the ability to
light up a room or even an entire day.
“Hyperdelic acid house innovators”
Psychic TV, led by transgender artist and
performer Genesis Breyer P-Orridge (a
founding member of industrial music
pioneers Throbbing Gristle) have created a
trippy musical tribute to the late Brian
Jones (of the Rolling Stones) on the double
disc set Godstar: Thee Director’s Cut by
Psychic TV (Voiceprint). Separated into “Reel
One” and “Reel Two™ discs, sure to leave the
listener reeling, the et includes numerous
Psychic TV originals (emphasis on original-
ity}, as well as covers of songs by the Stones,

the Beach Boys, and Serge Gainshourg

ON THE WEBE:
Read more Gregg Shapiro recommen-
dations at www.outsmartmagazine.com.

I"..'.".’_L{_L: .‘:}'.'r;l;l,fr.; isar iptent |"J|Fl the annual

OutMusic award th izes involvement

by non-musicians in furthering the work of

GLBT performers

Have Yourself

) ,l— el S

a Hairy Little

Christmas... |

but not harried. Giving gifts te
pet owners is a cinch, because
Hellywood Frame Gallery

is the home of Jim Tweedy's
“Friendly Doggies” and
Charlie the RedCat.

For movie lovers, we

carry posters and

Jim Koehn's historic
movie-theatre

paintings. And

custom framing

is our specialty.

=

Henywood

FRAME G ALLERTY.
713.942.8885 + 2427 Bissonnet

g .

www.hollywoodfromegollery.com * hollywoodframe@sbcglobal net

Open 10am-pm, Mon-Fri (till 8 on Thurs), Sat loq_n_—ipm

Happy Hour M-F apm. -7 p.m.
Open Late To Welcome
You Night Owls!
Mexico City Continental Culsine

1111 8. SHEPHERD
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77019

713-522-7654
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Patio Seating 3
Dining/Patio :.nmg; YOUR

= Private Dining R

"  HOLIDAY
PARTY
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PLACE OR
OURS!

OutSn DECEMBER 2004




Back Pain
Work-Related Injuries
Rehab Exercise Facility

Auto Accidents

Headaches

Fermando Franco, D.C.

(713) 868-7979

L CH IROPRACTIC CLINIC

2136 Yale Street, Suite C
FrancoChiropractic.com

KAREN DERR
&ASSOCIATES
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GrooveQut Shorts 507"

Linda Ronstadt
Hummin’ to Myself
Linda Ronstadt has had a
spectacular carger spanning
diverse genres. The new
album from this Grammy-
winning vocalist is a beautiful
—y‘ recording of standards in an
intimate jazz setting. Ronstadt
chose popular favorites and rare gems from the mid-
20th century, With an extraordinary voice, she perfarms
such unforgettable melodies as “Cry Me a River" and
“I'll Be Seeing You." From Verve Records (www.verve
records.com). —AR

Zap Mama
Ancestry in Progress
It's not just the appearance of
. Philadelphia stalwarts Erykah
== Badu and ?uestlove (The
=== Roots) that have changed the
d sound of this Grammy-nomi-
nated world music artist; the
& majority of it was actually re-
corded in Fh|||5r Mane Daulne’s smoky voice and bril-
liant arrangements are al their peak, and who better to
help you climb to the top than those who are already
on their way there themselves? From David Byrne's
label, Luaka Bop (www.luakabop.com). More info:
www.vZrecords.com, ~LSW

Dave Isaacs
Hymy
% ﬂ ) A classically trained guitarist
with an affinity for old-time
mandolin, the stomp and
groove of swamp blues, the
| electric energy of classic gui-
tar rock, and the lithe phras-
ing of flamenco and gypsy
swing, Dave Isaacs' kaleidoscope of influences swirl
together into an instantly accessible style that defies
easy categorization. From Shadow Brook Records. More
info: www.daveisaacs.com. =TC

DvD

Goldfrapp

Wnnderfu! Electric—Live in Landon DVD
For a band that has continued to
reinvent themselves with each
album (almost beyond the point
of recognition), this DVD offers a
unique snapshot into their
development with a pair of live
shows in London from right around
the time Bfack Cherry was

released. Proof—in case you were wondering—that they

don't just make that magic in the studio. From Mute

(www.mute.com), =LSW

Read more GrooveOut Shorts at
www.outsmartmagazine.com.

Holiday Listening

Danny Wright
An Intimate Christmas
After several successful
independent releases, Fort
¥ _ Worth-born piano man Danny
g o Wright makes his major-label
debut with this CO of holiday
chestnuts and four original
Subidebirasnriobebd compositions. The music is
soothing seasonal fare—and a bit Wyndham Hilly, which
may or may not be a good thing, depending on your
fondness for that style. The best original work is the
tender "My Son's Lullaby," which in the liner notes
Wright dedicates to his two boys, Hayden and Hudson,
who live in Dallas with him and his partner, Ed Huckfeldt
(also executive producer of the CD). From Atlantic
Records/Atco. More info: www.atlantic-records.com,
www.dannywright.com, =T

Various Artists
Bmaﬂway s Eraa!as! Gifts: Carols for a Cure Vol.§
g I This double CO with 23 tracks
is a must for Broadway fans.
Carols, which features ariginal
recordings of new and
traditional holiday carols,
offers recordings by casts who
have never recorded together.
This year's CD includes "Hello, Christmas,” written
especially for Carols by Oscar-nominated husband
and wife team Michael McKean and Annette 0'Toole,
whao are joined by the cast of Hairspray. (McKean
recently replaced Harvery Fierstein in Hairspray.)
Benefits Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS

{www.broadwaycares.org). From Rock-it Science
Records (www.rocket-itscience.com). =TC

Various Artists
Essential Holiday Classics
"y From Columbia; The Man-
k hattan Transfer (The Chrise-
mas Album) and Andy
Williams (The Andy Williams
Christmas Album ); from
Columbia/ Legacy: Ray Con-
=S niff (Here We Come A-
Saraﬁng} Frank Sinatra (Christmas Songs by Sinatra),
and Andy Williams (Mermy Christmas). All standard stuff,
except for The Manhattan Transfer, which includes a
choir of boy sopranos, street bands and chimes, and
Tony Bennett. More info: www.columbiarecords.com,
www.legacyrecordings.com, —SL

LR e -

Houston Symphony
Glad Tidings
=y The symphony commissioned
the charming title piece, a
musical version of the Nativity
story, from Texas composer
Randol Alan Bass, whose work
. is regularly performed by the
v Turtle Creek Chorale, the gay
men's choir in Dallas. George Bush, father of the gay-
hashing W, narrates. Oh, the ironies. Additional tracks
on the new CD include another Bass composition, “A
Feast of Carols” Michael Karjewski conducts. From
Houstan Symphony Media Productions. More info;
www.houstonsymphony.org. =75 Il
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Give ‘'em Health!

Gift Certificates Available Now.

Make your holiday shopping easier with gift certificates
from Muscle Mechanics.

Choose from three different packages! From the
Holiday Helper's soothing massage gift set

to a full Personal Fitness package (complete
with gym bag and workout gloves)!

So this year, give ‘'em health! Or better yet,
give it to yourself!

MUSCL.E MECHANICS

THE GYM FOR PERSONAL TRAINING

713.523.5330

WWW.MUSCLEMECHANICS.COM

BORDERS.

books music movies cafe

Holiday Gifts that Move You

35 Ay The Quince Seed Potion
S "3 ' by Morteza Baharloo
1 mal $23.95
' A limited number of autographed
copies are available at BORDERS

~ on Kirby Drive.

JOE TRAMONTE
REALTY

1802 Broaoway, Suire 122 Gavveston, Texas

L '-|>: rOTION

RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL - LEASING - PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

4 V.J. TRAMONTE

(800) 765-4030
(409) 765-9837 Texas 24/7

EMaiL@TramonTEREALTY.COM Al $24.95
< Customized covers are
available from the publisher.

Voted Best Realtor for 2003/2004
by OutSmart Readers!

Thank you to the GLBT community and OutSmart readers

T o EREALTY.COM for choosing us as one of the best places to buy books in 2004!

For the BORDERS location nearest you, visit www.bordersstores.com.
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ReadOut

by Tim Brookover

GO, TEAM

A collaboration results in two novels this year, one set in Houston

e first met Timothy Lambert
and Becky Cochrane upon
publication of the novel He's
the One, which they had written under
the pseudonym Timothy James Beck
with two other members of a four-person
writing team (“Author! Author?” Feb-
ruary 2003 OutSmart). This month, Ken-
sington releases I'm Your Man, the next
in the TJB romantic-comedy series, which
began with It Had to Be You and continues
the tale of gay ad exec Blaine Dunhill.
“I'm Your Man is the third in the Eau
Claire to Manhattan series,” Cochrane
says, “At the beginning of the new

quest to hunt love without killing it, they
discover surprising new things about
themselves and one another.”

The pair of authors, who have collah-
orated since 1998 and obviously spend a
great deal of time writing, are working on
a second joint novel, also due out next vear
from Alyson. Three Fortunes in One Cookie
concerns a voung gay artist who leaves Man-

Coast home and his eccentric (“a euphe-
mism for neurctic,” Lambert says) family.

Lambert also has a short story, “The
End of the Show,” in the collection Best

leshian, and one straight man. In their

hattan to return to his Mississippi Gulf

some that women feign iliness to have him examine
them. Their love for each other is transparent, but is
love ever enough to absarb the pain of lasing a child?
They live in an old house by the sea where an En-
glishman died of a broken heart, waiting for his
princely Indian lover to leave his wife and family and
come to him. He left behind “a formidable stack of
love letters written and never posted, tied with jute,
smelling of lavender and sadness.” Anuradha's bit-
tersweet story intertwines with that of her cousin
Nandini, a seductive orphan with a dark heart and an
extraordinary gift for painting, Nandini appears in
their lives with her scandalous mini-sari shaking up
Bombay's social scene. Anuradha and Vardhmaan's
warld, on the other hand, has grown increasingly si-
lent with a lingering fragrance of heartbreak and loss.
Will Anuradha finally come to terms with what her
mother told her when she first set out to meet
Vardhmaan?-"In this life, my darling, there is no
mercy.” Shanghvi is a tremendously talented debut
novelist with a gift for stunning prose and storytelling.
The Last Song of Dusk is a refreshingly original tale
of fate, love and tragedy; a magical piece of
storytelling that pirouettes between laughter and

N
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/

"C”J o i {;?r/:[.\li.'l- 1977
@@%&@

Robert

Snellgrove
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Counselor . Psychotherapist

713.522.7014%

www.robertsnellgrove.com
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Marvin Zindlers
Blwe Ribbon Award
2002 & 200

hearthreak. —Andres Rodricks

Booked up: Becky Cochrane (1) and Timothy Lambert,
7 photographed in their home in Montrose, had two books
his romance, his career, and a request for published in 2004 and are completing twe for 2005.

century, Blaine is facing challenges with Gay Love Stories 2005, published next

Serving the Community as one of the
BEST ITALIAN RESTAURANT 6 years in o row!

month by Alyson.

This Is Delicious! What Is It?

sperm from his close friend, Gretchen.”
As vou might guess, the TJB collective
writes page-turning romps, which are also

quite funny.

“I think it’s my favorite book in the
series, so far,” Lambert says. “But, then
again, I think I say that every time.”

Lambert and Cochrane live in Houston
He, in fact, resides in the apartment behind
the Montrose house she shares with
husband Tom. “So we live together, but we
don't,” Lambert says. “But we all share
meals together, watch The Young & the Rest-
less together, play board games and cards
together. And, of course, Becky and I spend
a lot of time together working. We're just like

ReadOut Shorts

Hot Target

Suzanne Brockmann

Ballantine Books (www.randomhouse.com/ BB)
Suzanne Brockmann is a prolific
writer of over 40 mainstream
ramance fiction novels. This book
is special: It was written as a love
letter to her young gay son. In
the dedication, she admires his
courage and admonishes the ho-
mophaobic. The book itself at-
tempts to do the same things
with a mix of gay, straight and undecided characters.
Sometimes it works, and sometimes it doesn't. As a
mainstream work, a real plot is more important than
ripped bodices. In fact, no one's manhood gets pressed
until Chapter Six. The plot really is riveting, with un-
predictable twists, turns, and thrills along the way. But
for a book that's driven by dialogue, much of it doesn't
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every other family in America.” He smiles

They and the other two members of the
Beck quartet—Jim Carter of Long Beach
and Timothy Forry of New York—communi-
cate via the Internet and occasional face-
to-face meetings. They are working on a
fourth book in their series, with a planned
2005 publication date.

Earlier this year, Lambert and Cochrane
released The Deal, a novel under their own
names published by Alyson. She explains:
*The Deal is a romantic comedy about a vear
in the life of five friends who met in college
and are now 30: three gay men, two of whom

had a college romance that ended badly, one

ring true. The words that gay FBI agent Jules and is-he-
or-isn't-he-gay antagonist Robin say to each other would
never be spoken by real human beings. One exception:
Jules' coming-out story. You can feel the heartfelt con-
nection between this and the author's real-life family story.
Overall, the characters are engaging, but not very com-
plex, The main romance between bodyguard Cosmo and
beleaguered film producer Mercedes is touching but pre-
dictable. You really have to work en your suspension of
disbelief as Cosmo and the other hired guns explore their
feelings. The anti-homophobia rhetoric gets downright
preachy at times, but more power to it if it can help turn
public opinion around in these days of out-of-control con-
servatism, The most intriguing subplot involves the pro-
duction of a movie that outs a beloved war hero and the
moves to protect its integrity. There's no denying that
this book is a good old-fashioned page-turner, and some-
times that's all a reader is in the mood far. If you're ever
in such a mood, Hoi Target is worth a try. Available De-
cember 28, More info: www.suzannebrockmann.com.
—Joe Milano

In December, Lambert and Cochrane
will read from I'm Your Man and The Deal
at Hollywood Book & Café. The date had
not been determined by press time; updated
information can be found at www.timothy
jameslambert.com and www.timothyjames
beck.com. All four TJB writers plan to
convene in January for a reading here.

“It amazes me,” Lambert says of their
success. “Sometimes | think someone's going
to come along and take it away from us. Like
it's a nutty dream. I never went to college, I
never took writing classes, but I'm writing
with my friends, and our beoks are being
published. And people seem to enjoy them.
How great is that?”

The Last Song of Dusk
Siddharth Dhanvant Shanghvi
Arcade Publishing (www.arcadepub.com)

- Written in Technicolor, with all
the sights and smells of India,
The Last Seng of Dusk is a witty
1 and achingly sad book by a tal-
i gnted young debut novelist,
+ l' , Siddharth Dhanvant Shanghvi,
-t ¢ i
S gy The colorful characters steal

O T your heart and transport you to
kbl 3 mapical world. The book reads
like & carnival ride—it's about colonization, love, karma,
tragedy, and the strength of the human spirit. Shanghvi
sats up a fairy tale that includes a wicked stepmother-
in-law and eccentric friends with bohemian lifestyles,
and then shatters the happily-ever-after ideal, = Set in
cofonial India, the book follows the fortunes of a young
woman, Anuradha, whose fabled beauty Is such that
peacocks line up to bid her farewel| as she journeys to
meet her groom, Vardhmaan, a doctor who is so hand-

Robert Meyers-Lussier
[Universe, Inc. (www.luniverse.com)

i is. AolBiciousd

At first glance, the cover of This
is deficious! What is it ?-with
its yellow cover, black text, and
picture of a smiling kitty—could
be mistaken for a copy of Cats
for Bummies. But openly gay
chef Robert Meyers-Lussier has
no offerings in this international
comfort food cookbook to tickle

Morris's whiskers, What he does put forward is a
thorough look at the dishes that make people around
the warld undo that first button ef their pants and
pat their tummy to express contentment. Having this
book in your kitchen is like having highlights from
countless cookbooks representing many cultures in
a single collection. He also offers plenty of insight
and back stories of the first times he made these
recipes or how they saved the day at a catered af-
fair. = Let everyone else entertain this December with
ham. Throw your get-together with a menu as eclec-
tic as yourself and the friends you have drawn to-
gether. Take your guests on a belly-bulging trip across
the globe. Start out by setting the table with an
amuse-bouche like Mid-Eastern hummus and pita,
Then offer Lomi Lomi Salman, a savory Hawailan hors
d'oeuvre. Warm their palates with feijoada, a famed
Brazilian black bean soup. Move on o an entree of
Greek moussaka. The preparation looks daunting, but
the payoff is worth it. Follow up with a simple ltalian
salad of grilled portobellos and goat cheese with Earl
Grey vinaigrette, End the adventure with a whimsi-
cal Vietnamese banana soup. Surs, after six courses
they won't move for a while, but your guests will
remember your table long after they forget the tur-
key and sweat-potato pie of someone else's unimagi-
native gathering. —Eric A.T Dieckman M
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Outloud

by Sally Sheklow

MATTRESS MATTERS

Sally and wife can’t marry, but they can buy a new bed

ifey and I wanted a new pres-

ident. Instead we'll get a bigger

bed. With 11 states banning our

freedom to marry, we figure we might as
well sprawl while we can still get away with
it. I expected to feel safer at home under a
new leadership, but for now I'll have
to console myself with the freedom to
roll around in bed without falling off.
Despite lack of progress in govern-
ment, Sweetie and I keep right on ad-
vancing into middle age. We find our-
selves beset with odd requirements
and sleeping hahits that, like our
political leaders, don’t make any sense. Take

Wifey's inexplicable need to position herself

on the diagonal (no idea why—magnetic
north?) and my recent penchant for
stretching my legs out over the edge (what
gives?). Is it so wrong to yearn to recline
fully and be fully supported by a mattress,
free from spousal overcrowding? The way

= EdS Ol
GECCiINgGs
State-of-the-Art
Medical Eye Care
Exams for glasses/contacts
Cataract Surgery
LASIK Surgery
Comprehensive Opthaimology

iniHouston

ECL m;,,%

STEWART ZUCKERBROD, MD

we sleep now, we're one of the few American
families who are actually making ends meet,

A bigger bed is a values-based decision.
I value my right to a good night's sleep. Until
our democracy is restored I won't rest easy,
but at least we can expand our bed. Unlike

| expected to feel safer at home under
a new leadership, but for now I'll have
to console myself with the freedom to
roll around in bed without falling off.

the dismal prospect of four more years, our
small-bed days are nearly over. I'm blue
about the elections, but I'm moere optimistic
than ever that Wifey and I can actually
achieve nocturnal comfort. I'm feeling
hopeful, and [ intend to keep hope alive.
Yes, my fellow Americans, a bigger bed
means freedom to slumber deeply. To totally
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5420 Dashwood, Suite 101
Houston, Texas 77081
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catch the big Z’s worry free. Safe and restful
without Sominex. Sound sleep is the new
American dream.

As long as we're dreaming, I'm dreaming
big—as in king size. Not that cuddling up
in a double bed is all bad. Sweetie and [ even
manage in a twin for a night when
we have to, employing the handy
entwine-and-cling method. But I long
for the freedom to flop my limbs
without injuring the one 1 love. ['ve
outgrown small and uncomfortable
beds. | paid my dues on bargain foam
pads and austere futons. I've done my
time on the couch when I'm too middle-of-
the-night ecranky to work out a peace accord.
I'm ready for cushier times.

Being good leshians, we're processing all
the issues. What will changing bed size
mean to us? A bigger bed will narrow the
aisle to the bathroom—and increase the
incidence of night stumbling en route. New

et
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R. Scort Yarish, M.D,
Katy Fuwy, Suite 100 * 713.467.0146
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We at Town & Country

Plastic Surgery are comitted to...

+ Supporting the TG community by
whatever means we are able

* Providing an environment wherehy
TG patients feel accepted, comfortable,

and as stress free as possible

* To continual education and
understanding of our TG patient needs
* To provide cosmetic services that will
help TG patienis obtain 2 more feminin
or masculine look that they desire
* To always d our best to make sure
that you will be happy with yourself
and your changes
Visit our website at
www.transformingyou.com

TRANSGENDER
FEMINIZATION

Debra Keller, Patient Counselor
dikeller@yarishmd.com

king-sized sheets will require re-choreo-
graphing our sheet-folding dance. We'll have
to find a taker for our smaller bedding hand-
me-downs. We'll need to shop for narrower
nightstands—and bring sex toy measure-
ments to the furniture store to ensure
adequate drawer space. | can see why folks
prefer the incumbent. Change is scary.

Then there's the troubling name. Whose
idea was it to make a king bigger than a
queen? It's not like that in real life. Queen
RuPaul in heels towers over even the
butchest drag king boi. Queen Latifah
dwarfs King Tut. What does it say about a
supposed democracy that we name our
mattresses after royalty? And whose idea
was it to put kings at the top of the
hierarchy?

Wifey and I have deeided that as beds
zo, biggest is best. Now we have to shop
for the darned thing. We ean't really know
the character of a mattress without
checking for ourselves. We worry that a
Bush-appointed Supreme Court might not
defend our inalienable mattress-sampling
rights. Who will proteet our freedom to
simulate actual real-life bed-use in the
sleep shop? Can we lie diagonally? Bounce
on all fours? Exactly how thoroughly can
two big dykes test drive a mattress before
we're hauled off to some mattress-less
Guantanamo?

Bed diversity is overwhelming. There
are so many choices. Plush, ultra plush,
pillowtop, or plush pillowtop padding?
Soft, firm, extra firm, or ultra firm? And so
many brands. We won't even consider the
high-end memory foam bed. The way things
are with domestic security, with just our
luck, Bush will have homeland security
smoke out the Tempur-Pedics and discover
what private nighttime activities the
memory foam actually remembers. They
have their ways.

How will we know which mattress is
right for us? Which will really support us
over the long haul? Can we have them
debate each other? Mattress selection isn't
just a case of choosing the lesser of evils.
All king-sized beds are not the same.

But thiz is the land of the free and the
home of the brave. Wifey and 1 are proud,
bold Americans ready to take on the
awesome respongibility of choosing our own
bed, even if our choice for president was
mangled by some Diebold voting machine.

Four years from now this country had
better elect a progressive, LGBTQ-friendly,
pro-choice, anti-war, environmentally
aware, peace-promoting, globally conseious
regime. We'll all sleep better.

Writer Sally Shekiow and her constitutionally
banned wife share a bed in Eugene, Oregon

Jeff Vannice, PhD

Psyehologist

Practicing
since 1990
Gay/Lesbian Issues
Children/Adoclescents/Adults
Parenting Issues
Spirituality
Individuals/Couples/Families
1415 N. Loop West, #780

Houston, TX 77008
|Between Shepherd and Ella on the M. Loop)]

1}
fil

713-426-4455

Rebecca Perez
Keeping the REAL in Realtor

* Real Service
* Real Knowledge
* Real Results

TakingBHBBIN Serving You

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
THANKS FOR A GREAT YEAR!

713 240-6320

KELLER WILLIAMS

Ffithmess « hanNng=

Weight Training

Personal Training Youa

Offering

Power
Vinyasa Yoga
included with
membership!

Group Fitness Classes

Domestic Partner Rates-
Does Your Gym?

Cardio Eguipment
Executive Locker Room

4040 Milam St. Houston

Located hetween Richmond &

g Alabama in Monirose
. 13 524-9932 www.FitnessExchange.cc
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DineQut

by Tim Brockover

GREATER GREEK

Montrose standard Niko Niko’s gets an upgrade

he fact that Niko Niko's has thrived
for nearly 25 years with extremely
limited parking (the bane of many

a local business) testifies to the popularity
of its food. Until the recent completion of a
4.200-square-foot expansion, the
restaurant even managed to cool diners
with sputtering window units, nearly
unheard of in this subtropieal clime (just
wait until May, then give thanks). Now in
addition to central air, Niko Niko's has 30
parking spaces. That's more like Houston.
The Greek fare needed no
improvement. The gyro—chopped lamb
and beef sauced with creamy Tzatziki
sauee and wrapped in pita bread—is still
classic. Albert, my spouse, prefers a more
Americanized specialty, the Philly cheese
steak sandwich—a high-fat choice oozing

A NEW AMERICAN

“One of America’s Best Restaurants”

— Gourmet magazine
Sunday Brunch

"..straightforward and irresistible, with
the spotlight an first-rate ingredients.”
— Mew York Times

“...Fuller's pure, meticulous food makeas
me feel | am doing my bedy o favor
without feeling the least bit deprived.”

— Houston Chrenicle

“| can honestly say the steak frites ot
Laurier Café are better than any you'll
get in Paris.”

— Houston Press

2004 Award of Excellence

— Wine Spectator

3139 Richmond Ave. Houston, Texas 77098
713.807.1632 www.louriercafe.com
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Night light: Aleng with the expansion, Niko
Niko's put up a colorful sign on Montrose.

BISTRO

Lunch, Tvesday through Fridoy
Dinner, Tuesdoy through Saturday

Patio Dining Available

lots of the yellow stuff. I still crave the
seafood dishes like my favorite lemony
grilled trout.

Of course, one of the chief attractions
remains broad, cheery Dimitrios
Fetokakis, Nikos Niko's owner, whose big
grin and jaunty banter needs no
renovation

On December 4, Houston writer
George Molho will sign copies of his new
memoir, Greek Coffee, at Niko Niko's.
Every customer who buys a copy of the
book will get a free cup of java from the
new coffee bar. In addition, diners who
bring a nonperishable food item for the
Star of Hope will receive 20 percent off
their tah.

Niko Niko's, 2520 Montrose Blvd., 713
528-GYRO, www.nikonikos.com. ll

’Eze Community's Best Grocery Store,
OutSmart Gayest & Greatest
Readers' Choice Awards.

Your Kroger Signature store ofiMontrose
offers one-stop shopping cogméllignce.

v MEAL CENTER

/ NUTRITION CENTER
v ORGANIC PRODUGE
v WINE CHILLER ¥
/ FLORAL SHOPPE 3
v ETD WORLDWIDE FLORAL DE
v PHARMACY e
v DELI/PASTRY SHOPPE t
v STLF SERVICE SEAFOOD
v SARA LEE SANDWICH

3300 Montrose Blvd.
713.526.7865
Pharmacy: 713.526.1239

Entrées respectable enough to take home to Mama,
but wild enough to keep things “interesting.”

{uick, Casual Comiort Food

1708 Post Ock @ Son Felipe = 713.439.1537

NOCHE
£

COCINAY

Y BAR
THE RicH FLAVORS
OF DEEP MEXICO
RIGHT IN THE

HeARrRT OF HOusTON!

2409 MONTROSE AT HYDE PARK
713-529-855%9

www.nocherestauranthouston.com

LUNCH AND DINNER
SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
SUNDAY BRUNCH

2520 MONTROSE - HOUSTDN, TEXAS

« Sun. 1am-9pm

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 10am-T0pm - Fri-Sal. 10am-1T1pm

(713) 528-GYRO

Try our
gﬁeﬂﬂg

———

M,

RESTAURANT

Great Friends, Great Food and Fun!
In The Village

2425 University Blvd. » 713.522.9306 = www.elmeson.com

2001 Jefferson

Best Dim éum s
Restaurant — v

KIM SON

RESTAURANT

“America’s Best Ethnic Restaurant”

-BON APPETIT

‘ Private Parties up to 500 people

12750 SW Frwy
281.242.3500

7331 Westheimer
T13.783.0054

713.222.2461

www. Kimson.,com

_ oA ¥ re
St - LICST V. 4
\ ‘ Restaurant

’ Calering/Delivery available

info@kimson.com

letmamese

—HOISTON PRESS

Cate
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Out of Town
R ED 25 | by David Eduardo Flores Perez

RIBBON AN 4
ADVENTURES

DIVISION OF UNIGLOBE PLANET ONE TRAVEL

CONCIERGE
TRAVEL, INC.
- { 7/({)4,!.},‘,7 Vf'/l 17 _uww/(
/‘/f'/fo(A’({/ & Sew

The new concept of travel

for the gay community. Just look at this ... !
Me and Soraya

were going to go cross-country !

Adventures of fun with
compassion for the

awareness, prevention But we'd have to go thru some of the His $pA
and relief of the "b "
, anned"” states !ll
HIV/AIDS pandemic. 1 know, giliiir] ! Texas' First Spa Exclusively For Today's Man
* Massage * Body Treatments
Trips for 2005 to Brazil, SUFEN A uiieTTE * Massage Cupping  * Aroma Cocoons
Costa Rica. Jamaica * Reflexology * Facials
K R' i » Hot Stone Massage * Waxing
énya, nomania, * Manicures ~ » Pedicures

Thailand and many more. * Sunless Tanning
(with Jacuzzi before treatment in private tropical setting)

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Call for complete details: |

U 00K FORNARD T SERVING U I 2065

713.627.7510 For the Holidays
it PNl 713.661.2117 877.775.9616

www.conciergetravel.cc

www.metrospadmen.com

Who's watching your kids
when you're away?

Center for Healthy Sexuality

Treatment of:

* Intimacy & Relationship Issues

* Obsessive Compulsive Disorders

* Sexual Addictions

* Internet Addictions

* Depression/Anxiety Disorders

THESE ARE NOT MCDELS
THESE ARE ACTUAL CLIENTS!

PET SITTING
IN THE HEIGHTS

= Experienced « Bonded
« Professional = References Available

* Court Assesment & Evaluations

* Sex Offender Treatment

115985 11

Barbara S. Levinson Ph.D., RN, LMFT :

Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

Certified Sex Therapist Diplomate fa= \ J _—~\ = s IN THE
Certified Sex Addiction Therapist Supervisor : .ﬂ; T il (S : e - 1 il E'SWT;,,_::N’?E&S:ES

2400 Augusta Dr. » Suite 120 » 7705 B
ugusta Dr. ® Suite 120  Houston TX 77057 713/869-3698

= CONDO=HOTEL =
& CONFERENCE CENTER
A Suite for the Price of a Room

1-800-231-6363

bar 31, 2004, Not 6300 Seawall Boulevard = Galveston, Texas 77551

npatitiive Rafes: S20/day (2+visifs) or §10MNisit

IAL 25% CASH, OR NEW CLIENT DISCOUNT!

vent weakand

‘Subect to Increase Wiww. victo w}mmndo. COMm
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INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENTLISTING:
|a tew lines of infa about your event;
date/time; cost: location/address: or-
ganization name; AND two phone
numbers—one for OutSmari to reach
you for questions and ane for OutSmart
readers to get mare info on your event.
Mail info to: OutSmart Magazine,
3406 Audubon Place, Houston 77006,
Faxinfoto:713/522-3275. B-mail info
to: culﬂndnr@oulsmuﬂmuguzine,com.
NO LISTINGS CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER
THE DEADLINE DATE-SAT,, DEC. 11.

Far info: 7
NApCturesnow,

srtoon-like hair, Teny 16

Dullw.vo ~Fri.)
HIVTestlng {CHD Tl

ww.dacamera.com copy of
6, 13, 20, 27
Manhattan Style. [conoclasts of the

A

SonicY DecembE' 13
December AD Genesis
cember 27: t

iiinromglihc

‘.ﬂrthmpnﬂl: Animal: Insecta. A
tickets/info: www theatre

Q A Ferrl'e Holiday s Radio Music

11 & 132 (Gat & S
Cinema Silliness. I |ohr'W/.

6 &7 (Mo &Tues Slaughrerhouse, and a bon
]azz Anime. Young lapanese st fatarrmir

THE BEAT GOES ON

Allen Ginsberg’s Howl experiences revival and reinterpretation

llen Ginsberg and his beat compatriots spent the ‘560s setting

the stage for the revolution of the ‘60s. Ginsberg wrote poetry

that challenged practically every institution of American life,
encouraged the counter culture to emerge from the fray, and made no
secret of or apologies for his homosexuality, all in a post World War 11
environment barely any time after Dr. Alfred Kinsey published his
book on male sexuality.

To say he was bold is a bold understatement. Th say his epic
poem, Howl, gave a voice to a generation merely touches on the
subject, When artist/UCLA professor Allen Ruppersherg discovered
most of his students were unfamiliar with the poem written in the
mid-50s, e took it upon himself to reintroduce the younger generation
to the poem that speaks to every young generation. The Singing
Posters were born, translating the verse into various phonetic
spellings and reintegrating them into the original text.
| Ruppersberg's version is an installation of about 200 vibrant bill-
boards, hanging from floor to ceiling.

Also part of his installation ig his book, Haul or Wave Goodbye to
Grandma, where each page of the text of Howl is superimposed over
various images, symbolizing how Ginsberg’s work is a direct influ-
ence on Ruppersberg’s. —Eric AT Dieckman

POETRY SOUND CO
SCULPTURE B0O
ALLEN GINSBERG'S

What: The Singing Posters
When: Through December 12
Where: Rice Gallery, Rice University,
Sewall Hall, Entrance 1 off Main St. at Sunset
Cost: Free
Info: 713/348-6069 or www.ricegallery.org

RICE GALLERY
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BEFORE YOU BUY ... PRE-QUALIFY
@ : MORTGAGE
w/sW o

713-446-0303

redit Programs

Bve In

Allers P

A o
VWS LR

n Payment loans

WW Cénsﬂ‘ucnon Programs
. (No Income Verification Loans
) (Nb Cost Refinancing!

s | (80% Cash-out Loans

5% down investment/rental
. property loans

’ "Fnu Can t Take ft W:tfl 'fau T
W L ) > Hart

Free Credit Approval in Hours
Available 7 days a week
10am-10pm

owwd Lewin Imaages

by D

RADIO

e e

Senior Loan Officer

FM 1960 W.

s T

§ After Hnurs.' at

3934 105 * TX 77068

Houston,

C Views. reviews, and commentary, K

AR'I'/ PHOTOGRAPHY

0 Dead Sea Scrolls Hidde

¥ Perspectivesi@2s.

LINDBERG

continued on page 84




Home Mortgage Solutions, Inc.

Serving the Houston, Stafford and Sugar Land Areas

Domingo Gonzales, Jr.
Loan Officer
07 | cell: 713.857.3548 | fax: 281.491.6263

(at Veterinary (linic

Exdlusively feline since 1973

By appointmen

Paura Runte', DYM
Mart Fiuie, DM

New Dentistry/Sursicat Center

As always:
Feline Wellness and Behavioral Issues

713.523.5171

2125 W, AMlabama = Houston, Texas 77098

Monday - Friday 7:30am - 6:30pm = Saturday %am - noon

& ik b 8

Nechman

NECHMAN [
SIMONEAUX RS
& FRYE, pLLC f“!’j‘.’:rm

il T

HOUSTON " 1
F13227.1717

DALLAS o
2147640947 oty df.\'{gr.'m"
with our
W |'._|i communify
worw, sk lawus 3 . "
in mind,

EMAIL
mylawlirm@nsflaw.com

82 DECEMBER 2004 QutSmart

how can we get into the spirit of it all without filling up on candy

With the red and green, wassail-flavored heart of the season upon us,

canes? It's looking like Ben & Jerry’s will give us another year
without any pints of flavorsome Festivus ice eream to add zing to the
holidays, so what can we do to spice up our gingerbread? Here's a stocking
full of happenings around town to make your December happenin’,

LISTED BY DATE:

« Thru Dec. 18

Rudoelph Rides Again. Ms. Claus’ fave elf, Alvin, has
been left behind in Houston. Rudolph steps out of
retirement to help Santa find his 11"l buddy. In H-Town,
adventure abounds and the true meaning of
Christmas awaits. $7. The Company OnStage, 536
Westbury Square. Tickets/more info: 713/726-1219
or Www.companyonstage.ory.

* Thru Dec. 23

A Laura Ingalls Wilder Christmas. The Ingalls re-
discover their love of family and the joy of the holiday
season in this story by Laurie Brooks. A.D. Players
Grace Theater, 2710 W. Alabama. Tickets: 713/526-
2721 or www.adplayers.org.

= Thru Dec. 24

Santa and the Snowman. The famed Christmas
animation becomes larger than life, thanks to IMAX.
The Houston Museum of Matural Science, One
Hermann Circle Orive, 713/639-4629.

= Thru Dec. 26

Holiday Lights in Hermann Park, Artistic light dis-
plays accent the natural beauty of the park as a dif-
ferent local choral group performs each evening.
Family-oriented and free to the public, this festival
runs Friday-Sunday. Info: 713/524-5876.

* Thru Dec. 26

The Nutcracker. Sugarplum fairies and dancing mice,
the kids are enchanted by stunning visuals and en-
trancing music. You know how it goes. Houston Ballet's
timeless production of the classic holiday tale runs at
the Wortham Theater, 500 Texas at Smith. Info: 713/
523-6300 or www.houstonballet.org.

¢ Thru Dec. 26

A Christmas Carol. A classic retelling of a classic
tale, What more need be written? $37-854. 7:30 pm,
matinees at 2:30 pm (Spanish translation Sunday,
Dec. 12, 2:30 & 7:30 pm; captioning, ASL interpreta-
tion and audio description Sunday, Dec. 26, 2:30 pm),
at The Alley’s Hubbard Stage, 615 Texas Ave. Tickets/
info: 713/228-8421 or www.alleytheatre.org.

* Thru Dec. 31

It's Traders Village for Me. The behemoth flea mar-
ket hosts its Annual Christmas Holiday Market all De-
cember. The flea circus becomes a wonderland of
shopping, free music, festive foods, and pictures with
folly old Saint Nick. Weekends, at 7979 N. Eldridge
Rd. Info: 261/890-5500 or www.tradersvillage.com.
* Thru Dec. 31

0 Little Town of Bagels, Teacakes, and Ham-
burger Buns. Back by popular demand, this story
finds the regulars of a coffee shop in Palesting, Texas,
taken aback by the unfamiliar faces of some new-
comers. If you know anything about Palestine, Texas,

you know how easy it is for newcomers to shake things
up and feel out of place and unwelcome. A.D. Players
Grace Theater, 2710 W, Alabama. Tckets; 713/526-2721
or www.adplayers.org.

* Thru Dec. 31

A Pure Gospel Christmas. The Ensemble Theatre fills
the holidays with soul in this Houston premiere from off-
Broadway featuring a score of gospel music and holiday
favorites. The Ensemble Theatre, 3535 Main St. Tickets:
713/520-0055.

= Thru Jan. 2

Festival of Lights. One of the largest presentations of
Christmas lights in Southeast Texas, guests journey
through Moody Gardens to Santa's Workshop, a ginger-
bread house, the Nativity, and many mare places remi-
niscent of the holiday season. Moody Gardens, Galveston.
Info: BOD/582-4E673.

« Thru Jan. 9

Get Multicultural This Season! The Children's Mu-
seum of Houston presents Festivals of Light, spotlighting
eight religious and cultural celebrations. Step into a world
of dipa lamps, menorahs, Christmas lights, crowns of
candles, Chinese lanterns, luminarias, kinaras, and the
glimmer of the crescent moon while celebrating Diwali,
Ramadan, Santa Lucia, Hanukkah, Las Posadas, Christ-
mas, Kwanzaa, and the Chinese New Year. At the Children's
Museum of Houston, 1500 Binz SL. Info: 713/522-1138 or
www.cmhouston.org.

* Thru Jan. 17

Get Yer Skate On. Strap on your ice-cutters and expe-
rience the largest seasonal outdoor ice-skating rink in
the southwest U.S. The Woodlands Town Center, 16001
Woodloch Forest Or. Info: 281/363-2447 or www.town-
center.com.

= Dec. 5-19

The Little Prince, In this opera based on Saint-Exupéry's
novel, a little gentleman is dismissed as a meddling child
by all the adults he meets. Foolish grown-ups. No one is
wiser than the little prince. Wortham Center's Cullen The-
ater, 500 Texas St. at Smith. Info: 713/546-0230 or
www.houstongrandopera.org.

*Dec. 7& 14

Christmas Mass and Gloria. Charpentier's Mass and
Vivaldi's Gioria highlight Mercury Barogue's eontribution
to the season. Tuesday, Dec. T (3:30 pm at The Centrum
in Spring, 6823 Cypresswond) and 14 (7:30 pm at Zilkha
Hall, 800 Bagby). Tickets/more info: 713/315-2525 or
www.Mercurybarogue.org.

« Dec. 7-12

Fiesta Navidefia. The Alley Theatre and M.E.C.A. (Multi-
cultural Education and Counseling through the Arts) of-
fer an assorted array of performances for young theater
audiences including a new version of Panche Ciaus, a
23-year-old Houston holiday tradition starring Richard

Reyes featuring new music composed by Houston native
Rodney Alejandro and performances by the Panche Claus
Hip Hop/Break Oancers. Also part of Fiesta Navidena is
Pastorela Groovy, a hilarious version of the classical Latin
American holiday legend of good overcoming evil in the
arrival of the divine child. $5. Alley Theatre, 615 Texas.
Tickets: 713/228-8421 or www.alleytheatre.org.

* Dec. 8-11

The Heritage Society's 42nd Annual Holiday Candle-
light Tour in the Park. The historic homes clustered in
downtown's Sam Houston Park open their doors every
evening to display centuries-old seasonal decorations.

S&M XMAS

X-rated Xmas (top to bottem): Poul Drake, Anne
Zimmerman, Jennifer Decker, and Beb Margan

Sadomasochistic Xmas. dos chicas the
ater commune presents the return of
Bob Morgan's story of safe, consensual
domination, submission, humiliation, and tor-
ture. Really, this is the core of every holiday
get-together, except it's usually not consen-
sual. Even after 15 years of marriage, Susan
and Steve still enjoy a peppery sex life. Their
one gift every Christmas is to pass their zeal
on to another couple. This year's benefac-
tors: the exceptionally vanilla Beth and Bill.
Beth learns to lose her wintry frigidity while
Bill tastes the whip and kisses the boot of
shiny, shiny leather.

What: Sadomasochistic Xmas
When: 8 pm., Dec. 3,4, 7, 10, 11, 14, 17, 18
Where: Upstairs at Helios,

411 Westheimer (at Taft)

Cosk: 510 (8 seniors/students)
Reservations: 532/283-0858,
decommune@yahoo.com
or www,geocities. com/decommune
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HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS INHOUSTON AND GALVESTON

Costumed carolers transport revelers back in time to
celebrate the season. For more info; 713/655-1912
or www.heritagesociety.org.

* Dec. 9,11, & 12

A Very Merry Pops. The Houston Symphony brings
back a beloved Christmas tradition. Over 300 musi-
cians, singers, dancers, and performers create this
holiday spectacle of magnificent proportions, Jones
Hall, 675 Louisiana. Tickets/more info: 713/224-7575
or www.houstonsymphony.org.

+» Dec. 10

An Evening of Songs and Arias. Bering Omega
Community Services benefits from this evening of
beautiful music including the world premiere of a new
composition by Christopher Theofanidis and William
Hoffman. Zilkha Hall, 800 Bagby. More info: 713/529-
BOT1 or www.beringomega.org.

« Dec. 10-11 & 17-18

The George Ranch Historical Park rings in the
holidays 1830s-style with a traditional Texas meal,
wagon rides, caroling, campfires, and tours. 10215
FM 762, Richmond. For more info: 281/343-0218 or
www.georgeranch.org.

= Dec. 11

Christmas Boat Lane Parade, More than 100 beau-
tifully lighted and extravagantly decorated boats travel
leisurely through the lake and up Clear Creek Chan-
nel to Galveston Bay. More info: 281/334-8880,

= Dec. 11-19

The Christmas Revels 2004. This Scottish celebra-
tion of the winter solstice honors the achievements
of the different clans through tales, song, and dance,
$22-830 for adults, $11-$15 for children. Saturdays
(2:30 & 7:30 pm) and Sundays (1 pm), Moores Op-
era House, The University of Houston, Cullen Boule-
vard, Exit 16. Tickets or more info: 713/668-3303
and T13/669-9528.

* Dec. 14-19

A Tuna Christmas. What's a holiday without tuna?
Join the kooky, out-of-touch Tuna, Texas characters
at The Grand 1894 Opera House, 2020 Postoffice. Tick-
ets or more info: 409/765-1894, B0O0/821-1894, or
www.thegrand.com.

= Dec. 15

Miracle on 34th Street. The movie that became an
American Christmas tradition pairs with another holi-
day tradition, Toys for Tots. Tickets are not for sale.
Rather, donate a new, unwrapped toy as early as 2
pm the day of the show in exchange to see Maureen
0'Hara and MNatalie Wood learn the true meaning of
Christmas, or at least meet the real Santa Claus. Toys
will be sent directly to Toys for Tots. 7:30 pm at
Landmark’s River Oaks Theatre, 2008 West Gray. Info:
713/528-4608 or www.toysfortots.org,

* Dec. 17-19

Handel's Messiah, one of the most highly esteemed
choral warks ever written, celebrates the life of Christ
with arias and choruses ranging from the timeless
Haltelujah Chorus to the Great Amen. Performed by
the Houston Symphony, Jones Hall, 615 Louisiana. Info:
713/224-7575 or www.houstonsymphony.org. 1l

Mon-Sat 11 AM-10 PM
1402 Westheimer * Hou, TX 77006
T13.522.1505 = 713.522.1165 (Fax)
Catering available for all occasions

Specializing in
Personality-Guided
Therapy

...because every
person is unique

Id Be Glad To Help You
» Build Self-Esteem
s Improve Relationships
+ Overcome

~ Stress and Féar

- Depression

DEBORAH M. DENSON, LCSW

Licensed Clinical Social Worker
2500 Weslayan Suite 535 - 713-850-7225

EXECUTIVE ADULT
VIDEO & DVD SUPERSTORE

14002 Northwest Frwy (Hwy 280)

713.462.5100

Open 7am-5am Everyday

20% OFF

(On sale items only)
o

WITH
THIS
AD

exp. 1/31/05

VIDEQ/DVD SALES - VIDEC/DVD RENTALS
SWOOH BNIAMIIA F1VAIHL = SIIOIA0ON

50 SEAT THEATER » MAGAZINES

o
)
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VOUR FRIENDLY NEGHBORNOOD SHIPPING (ENTER

Federal Expross

Copies, Fax, Notary
Mailboxes, Cards,
Shipping Supplies

4232 Ella Bivd ph: 713 683-1825

Houston, Tx 77018 fax: 713 683-1827
at Ella & 43rd St

GoinPostai0D @ sheglobal.net

There’s a lot happening on

GALVESTON ISLAND

SLaradise
GUEST HOUSE

2317 Avenue P, Galveston Island, Near Texas

1.877.919.6677

HEATED POOL
& HOT SPA

DECEMBER
Victorian Christmas Homes Tour - Friday 3rd
Dickens on the Strand - Sat. & Sun, 4th & 5ih
Tuna Christmas, 1894 Grand Opera Housa 14th - 158th
New Year's Galveston Blast - 315t & 1st
JANUARY/FEBRUARY
“Red, White, & Divas" starring
& Sharan Mantgomery, B

MARDI GRAS GALVESTON _;I Jary 28 td

Atwood, |1::|'a " Carfton

HUBBARD

Financial Services, Inc.

jjj Kathy Hubbard EA
el vl

* Income Tax Sernce

+ Past Due & Out-Of-State Retums

+ [RS Problems Resolved

+ Business Bookkesping & Tax Retums

+ Eslates, Trusts & Gift Retums

+ Non-Profit Compliance Consulting

(713) 522-9000

Fax: (713) 526-6588
2615 Montrose Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008

One Block off Westheimes al the cormer of Montnose and Califormia

STACY MAY

%recfbsure épema'ﬁst
| _ . _ .607 2

281.356.4545 office
281.798.6072 direct line
smay1@houston.rr.com

School 61 IMassal :Li}"lii-n:];b- Y.

Registering now for Januaryclasses

Day. Evnnln%mﬂ Weeakend Classes
wamm or Spanish
Job is a priority

- Offering 1hr massage for *35

- -
Cu_ll.h:lr»a free Info Kit %

: ‘I Franklin@1-45
713 228-8499
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aﬂ A Premiere ﬁ

Cleaning Service
since 1989.

® Family owned and operated
® Move in-out
® Travel (n team with supervisor
& Weekly-bi-monthly-one-time
® Specialists iy detail cleaning
® Packing or unpacking for relocating
® Bonded for your protection

YOU OWE YOURSELF
A PROFESSIONAL
HOME CLEANING SERVICE
Free estimate by phone

713.525.1406

Calendar

continued from page 81

aut for the

orks of Jenny Holzer, Roy Lichtenstein
drc

W

Laur r1|

Contempaorary Arts Mu: ;
Blvd, For info: 713/284-8250 or wwwica g

¢ Richard Stout—2004 Art League Huustnn
Texas Artist of the Year. Art |

& Houston
®ar Richard

.L-‘JE QUSTON.Of

‘ Small Pamtings

CALENDAR
DEADLINE

for OutSmart’s
January issue:
Saturday, December 11,5 p.m.

Santa's Not The Only One
With Goodies! ~

ill.
_ {Unique Outdoor Decorations & Over 700 Clever Gifts

New Inventory Arriving Weekly |

« Statuary

* Wrought lron

* Birdfeeders and Baths
* Gazing Balls

« And Many Other
Hard To Find Hems

Season's greermgs
mu

d‘ Gift Certificates Available
araens

807 W. Gray (142 block €. of Montrose)
T 713 942.0010

Extonidinary Acceats & Giite IHBSSHI m = B
Sum 11- 5 (thru Christmas)

Brennan
Johnson
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
i5-Social Sécurity-giving-you

the run-around?

& -

At ushelp YOUL;

We pm the bearr afn'}rﬁJ M INio every case ﬁ}r every client,

HIV LAW - Adoption - Real Estate « Custody Disputes
Cohabitation Agreements « Wills & Probates
Personal Injury « Criminal Law « Business & Contract Law

FREE CONSULTATION - 713.522.1211
WWW.LAWBRENNAN.COM

Rod Frazier, M.D.

General Medicine
HIV Medicine

Hormonal Therapies

including Growth
Hormone & Testosterone

e
71:}.. 21.0340

KEN CLAUDE, RMT

Absolute
Relaxation!

Give fl;ue_qih
of Relaxation

GIFT
CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

e

Convenient
Maontrose/
River Oaks
Studio

TUE-SUN
11AM-8PM

» .
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SHOW US YOUR OurSmanr!
lake Croft (pictured above) took his copy of
QurSmart to Dam Square during a recent trip
to Amsterdam.

Going out of town? Take OurSmart along. Snap
a picture of yourself at your destination and send it
to us. We will publish our favorites. Readers who
submit photos that we print will be entered into a
drawing for prizes. Send high-resolution images to
editor@QOutSmartMagazine or mail photos to 3406
Audubon, Houston, TX 77006.

Time Out with QuTSMART

SPECIAL PROMOTIONS AND ADVERTISING

WINNERS

ndividuals and businesses honored in OutSmarT's Gayest &

Grealest reader poll attended the October 27 reception at South
Beach. Steven Chrisenberry and Carlos Reyes of don Carlos Catering
provided the food.

Rebecca Perez (1) of Keller Williams Rob Schmerler (1) and Jeffrey Bules
Realty with Laura Siller. of Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency.

SEASON OF GIVING

At our holiday party and throughout December, OutSwarT will collect
nonperishable food items for the AIDS Foundation Houston Stone

Soup Pantry. Info: www.aidshelp.org.

Time Out

Headliners 24 HR |llllell

oy
‘”’ouer 20,000 |
DVD's'& Videos

- 56 CHANNEL
State of the Art
h Spacious Preview Room
Magazines
N . Paperhacks&a t
? . Hoveltlesq ae .
y
s

To
)_"_

The LaDay Group

A full service public relations and
advertising firm offering an
innovative and results-driven

approachto publicity and marketing.

Alton LaDay-Principal

Houston's I.arg;-s'.l Superstore ~chamber

%.713.270.7309

E—————

pP:713.528.1703 « 1:713.529.8470

1330 SW Frwy * Fondren EXit'D WWW. Theiodr:ygrt, up.com

“3 South Feeder at the comer of 59 & Fondren™=

T I T P — - -

public relations « advertising « special events

connecting business and community

M A | N T E N A N C E
Personalized Service Catering to YOUR Automotive Needs

Engine Repair » Suspension & Steering
i Heating & A/C » Brakes & ABS Systems
3 *  Emissions Control Systems » Tune-Ups

“Bobby always gets it RIGHT
the FIRST time. His honest
estimates, affordable service,
and ottention to detail

have created a reputotion of
INTEGRITY for over 28 years.

TechAuto Maintenance is my

“ Alan Davidson

;:BIUBE:"{ HARTING = Owner, Essential Touch
OWNER
15% OFF TOTAL PARTS AND REPAIRS WITH THIS AD!

37 Waugh Dr. * Houston, TX
713.863. 8244

QUALITY auto repair guarantee.”

OutSmart

P .
Z-Coil pain relief footwear. Designed to relieve

back, leg and foot pain. The built-in adjustable
orlhoﬁc helps eltminate pain of plantar faciitis

Come by for your pe

z Gift Certificales mzrﬂabfe
LT e For more information call:
S— 713.779.4500

5653 Beechnut 1I Illlu‘r ft

BREING AD Ih

0596

S1 0 (m '5

The Perfect Holiday Gift

Our Lives and Times

is a coffee table book celebrating
10 years of Houston’s GLBT community,
as portrayed in OutSmart magazine.
Celebrity interviews, insightful
commentary, features and more.

Available in December.
Cost: $20 ($10 donated to local nonprofits).

For book orders, call 713-520-7237
or visit www.QutSmartMagazine.com.

OutvSmart

Houston's gay, lesbian, bi, and trans magazine




choose
happiness

workshop presenter » certified sexual addiction th

TEJAS AIR, INC,

A/C - Heating Service

Gall for a heating
system check up
before cold
weather arrives.

Tejas Adr, Inc.

\
Lance Carnal \
Owner \

832.287.6117 oweer
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Business News

Through December 31, Jaguar and Land Rover
will donate iip ta $1,000 to the Gay & Lesbian Alliance
Against Defamation (GLAAD) for every purchase or
lease or a new or pre-owned vehicle, Upon either
purchase or lease, the consumer can complete a
promotion coupon and return it to Jaguar/ Land Rover
with a copy of the trans-action agreement. The coupon
is available on the GLAAD website at www.glaad.org/
support/sponsors.php ar by calling 800/652-7782.
Jaguar and Land Rover, which hope to contribute
$100,000 through this promation, have been national
sponsors of GLAAD since 1998,

In Houston, dealerships include Park Place
Jaguar and Land Rover (18205 |-45, B32/248-
2100, www.parkplacetexas) and Momentum
Jaguar (2405 Richmond Ave,, 713/536-3500,
Www.momentumcars.com).

At Diagnostic Eye Center, Marc R, Sanders,
M.D., FA.C:3., has announced that he offers five
different types of laser to perform LASIK procedures
for correcting vision. These are the Visx 54, the Alcon/
Summit Autonomaus Ladar vision, Laser Sight,
Technolas by Bausch & Lomb, and the Allegretto Wave
Diagnostic Eye Center is located at 6500 Fannin,
Suite T108. The phone number is 713/797-1500.

Chiropractor Ken Lester, D.C., has moved his Kirby
Health & Wellness offices to 3930 Kirby Or., Suite

The crowd at the September
25 grand opening of the
new offices of Karen Derr
& Associates Realty
included (l-r) Margaret
O'Donnell, Glen
Fillmore, entertainer
Ginger Smith, and
Karen Derr, The offices
are now located at 1545
Heights Blvd. The main
phone number is 713/862-
1600, and the website is &
www.KarenDerr.com, l 2

AGELIARL AND AOVER

108. The phone number is 713/526-5252. QutSmart
readers named Lester best chiropractor in the recent
Gayest & Gayest poll.

Gingiss Formalwear, the oldest men's formal wear
company in the nation, has merged with Tuxedo
Junction, based in Buffalo, New York. Tuxedo Junction
now owns nearly 100 stores across the nation. Danny
Kallen is district manager. In Houston, Tuxedo Junction
stores include the Galleria 3 location (5015 Westheimer,
713/626-3318). The website is www.tuxedojunction.com.

A A A A A e A A A A Ao
River Oaks Chrysler Jeep

A A A A R A Ao e oo

JEEP

BEST AUTO DEALER 2004
QutSmart Readers

¥ A

2005 Grand Cherokee

2004 CLEARANCE UP TO $8,000

TR AR AR AANR

4807 Kirby
at HWY 59
and Westpark
713.524.3801

BRETT ROBERTS
_ Finance Manager

“Frve Star Certifeed . We'll Prove [
broberts@riveroakschrysler.com

YT

J.-E-F-F.-C-0-0-P-E-R
PLATINUM

Thanks OutSmart Readers
for once again choosing us-
Best Jewelry Store

| W Marks

3841 Bellaire Blvd. + Houston, TX. 77025 + 713-668-5000
2623 Town Center Blvd, - Sugar Land, TX. 77479 - 281-275-5000

Sun setBndyWorks

at f?te Rice

o6 VEI'S

3

FFa

MITSUBISHI

BEST BACKED CARS IN THE WORLD

TEST DRIVE A MRIDA TODAY.

2004 MAZDA
g

2004 KIA
SORENTO

2004 MITSUBISHI

stevensoshorne(@yahoo.com

Office Phone: (113) 482-5601
Cell Phone: (T13) 204-66117
Address: 16500 Northwest Frwy
Houston, Texas 77040
WWw.joemyerscars.com

See Dealer for all details, not valid with any other offer. Must bring in
signed buyers order to qualify for the $5,000 low price guarantes

Example: Bring in your best deal
and we will beat that deal or
pay you $5,000 Cash.

WORKOUTS THAT WORK

1501 Durham

gﬂl]ﬁ'ﬂll 1153809191

u;longgrm com

b REET AN b S T

A of beéng trwdl? kT Nl merh niryT

1 EVE ek

Miness remieniion s an

1 Workown Tha Werk,

Introductory Special

Join Nowl
Manthiy HEAD OVER - GALL NOW!
Dues *
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OutSmart Marketplace

ACCOMMODATIONS

. s *PARTIES

=+ CEREMONIES
* BANQUETS

wvetts

'.’1«,!&':"" * LODGING

713.528.6433 « WWW.LOVETTINN.COM
NEW INN KEEPERS
DAN LUEKEN &TODD PARTRIDGE

RAINBOW RANCH

Gay & Lesbian camp grounds
located on Loke Limestone
in Central Texas
Tent & RV Camping
www.rainbowranch.net
888.875.7596

Rockin’R’ Ranch

Bay & Lesbian R.V. PARK/Camp
Ground. RV Pull tnrough sies. Large
Pool. Nerthwest of Houston, Info call

936/884-3779, Your Couniry Retreat.
www.RockinRRanch.net

Rent by the day, week, month or year, .
Fully furnished 2/3 lownhouse, excel-
lent for corporale lodging. Living room
(w/ sleaper sofa), dining room, kitchen
& 2 car garage. Located next o Lovett
Inn with access to all its amenities.

For mome mbemaion, cal The Lowet lor b 71 35226204
or BOC-FTBAL, or el meenaioneS Loveinn com

* ANNODUNCEMENT

| A HOLIDAY GIFT FOR YOU

AVES will offer FREE Rapid HIV
Testing during the month of
December. For more info, call

713.626.AVES '
AVES = info@aves-health.org

| CAROLING @ MONTROSE
KROGER, FRI., DEC. 10
6:30 - 8:30 PM
with Dignity/Houston
Benefmng Stone Soup

FREE HIV TEST, .
confidential or anonymous
PLANNED PARENTHOOD |
CALL 1-800-230-PLAN .
FOR LOCATION NEAREST YOU. |

 ARCHITECTURE

L DG

LEWIS DESIGN GROUP
Architecture + Design
Health Care » Commerical » Residential
Gregory P. Lewls, A.LA.
License No. 13322
1512 36th Street » Galveston, TX 77550
4097623746 + www, lewisdesigngroup biz
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= CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNT

Helping Gays/Lesbians
with Business & Tax
Problems & Inheritance
Tax Issues
Serving Houston & Galvestan
Certified Public Account
Business Consultan!

Paui Ry
Wasserioos

713/526-4760 » 409/939-6922
* CLEANING/MAID SERVICE

KAEHLER CLEANING
SERVICE since 1995

" Lcontinualy the besi®
Residentiol & Commescial

‘| do the d Call John 713/861-618]1
cleamng"" kinghoetler@sbeglobal net

DETAIL CLEANING SERVICE Since
1994, Make ready's, Weekly, Bi-weekly,
Monthly. Owner operated. References. We
stpply everything! Cffice (281) 859-4572.
Cell: (713) 851-3425

« EMPLOYMENT

REALTORS - Inner Loop Boutigue Office
now interviewing new and experienced
agents. Owner involved in helping you sue-
ceed. Come grow with us, Call Rock
Edwards for a confidential Interview. 713

877-9980
= HRIR SALONS/BARBERS

Couls

| erms
I 'i||||-
( I|||I
SIMIC ™S SIECES
SIMON & CO.
Hasii "\1|| ists

713/526-221(
Bl \I "‘ullﬂn M

- MASSAGE

MASSAGE THERAPY

SWEDISH MASSAGE
REFLEXOLOGY
& HOT STONE

EXCELLENT TOUCH
STRONG HEALING
HANDS

PATRICK O'GARA

7131.447.2151

CARING HANDS *THERAPEUTIC STRESS

RELEASE = DEEP TISSUE + IN/OUT

CALLS » MONTROSE STUDIO »9 AM - 10
PM »713-857-1009

f’.-".r,’ A i
Maturity and experience. Great rales,
Relaxing, therapeutic massage in privale
studioin the Heights. 3 am - 10 pm week-
days and weekends 12-10 pm. Call for
appointment, Byron 713/202-9786. Visit
my website at www.ClassiCmassage.com
Four hands available.

- MASSAGE

MCSS0Qe

wokeed o of fhe best mansage fherapists in Hoeston for 3084

MASSAGE. Relieve yourselt of all tension
with a full body massage in a quite, private
atmosphere by a inendly 30 y.o. male thera-
pist, Bryan 713/777-5634,

HEALING HANDS. Caring and healing hands
vith Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Balanc-
ng fliow and energy
eful, relaxing and rejuvenating for total
72233, Howard Kanelakes 713

- MASSAGE
BODY

+ Full Body

+ Feel Awesome

« Centrally Located

» Qutcalls Welcome
713-942-2399

T days."wanlngs

Massage Therapy
Therapeutic & deap
tissug by Jason BMT.
Body Shaving avail
Monirose area
713/524-5400
or

www.jasonrml.com

www.inkworko

n or Cut calls
VWaxing, Facials
Relaxation,
Sports, or Light/
Deep Massage

713/540-7544

MTHO14552

n.eqfallm MEss
(earth, fire, spi rit)
832."25-1 5961
. SkyBar Bidg * Wieds,too
Holiday Gift
Aliver Certif cates Avallable

THOM OF HOUSTON. Massage - Sunday,

Monday and Tuesday only. 713/523-6577

LePepe Salon of Beauty

713/622- 1 622
InfQutCatls
3303 South Rice #100
Richmend'$ Rice
Underground Parking

ww, s maiss gety iupape com

reat fair & foell

- MASSAGE

Paul Rutledge
713/592-0444

* Voled best massage therapist
TX Triangle Readers 2000 & 2001
* Light to deep tissue
* On-gife chair massage
* Serving for over 7 years
+ Gift certificates avaflable

In/Out Calls * Flexible Hours

DAVE'S HANDS. Shiatsu and Swedish mas-
saga with an experienced therapis!. Relax-
ation and deep fissue combined Into one
massage. Greal treatment from a strong man,

B32/443-2229, Se Habla Espanol Un Poco

Massage
Therapy
Swadish,
Deep Tissue

Tropical Setting
WWW,0agis pa Ims.com
OM# 0. poi@oasispaims.com

= Palws 581 _527-2908

.
"l
.
.

281.-*804 8027
M1 027249 I_IﬂQI

about
our spa
services,

- J monthl
- y specials.
Call

713-652-5766
for an appointment

RMT# 022586

www.texasmassageman.com

- PHOTOGRAPHER

RETRIL/FOR SALE

ANTIQUES TO MID CENTURY MODERN |
* ART POTTERY TO FINE ART
* PRESSED GLASS TO CRYSTAL
* WARDROBES T0 TABLES

Weekends only » Noon-4 PM
720 W. T171h in the Heights
or hy appointment 281/221-3029

MEMORIAL OAKS CEMETERY MAUSO-
LEUM COMPANION CRYPT (two spaces)
corridor 1| - behind chapel altar, level F {floor
Jevel) Retail $22 ."-’"'J asking §15,000
iam 713/5 3

. nzm EST&TE!FOH LEASE

Mimosa Apartments

In the Heart of River Oaks
Large Pets Welcome
Floor to Ceiling Windows

Free Laundry
1 Bdrm $695
2 Bdrm $950

2415 Mimosa Ln » Houston, TX 77019

(281) 580-2762

START THINKING OUTSIDETHE LOOP
CASTLEWOOD - 1, 2 & 3 BR Apts slart-
ng at just $536, plu &.ptr 2 months free,
deposits starting at $100, no application
e with this ad. Localed near IKEA & Me-
morial Park - 7000 Westview, 713/686-
3352

= SERVICES

" Granite Countertop &
Vanities

MNeed custom kitchen countertops? Renovat-
ing the bathroom with stone or tile finishes?
Queen of the Tile specializes in residential &
commerical granite, marble, slate and lime-
stone fabrication and installation.

Call Queen of the Tile 5t 713/083-6200

SHEETROCK REPAIRS « Wi REMOWVAL

PAINTING = TEXTURES = 832.567,3804

SERVICE

) - Accounting = odt{b Ta;

Daniel Van Deusen- 832!58? 5364

BOOKKEEPING

| www.danvandeusen.com

Y Affordable
ﬁHf Medical Benefits
$59.95 Month
ENTIRE HOUSEHULD
it Related!
1.856.142.3328

www.MyBenefitsPlus.com/kvogelsang

Draco Designs

ng Kitchan

CaII Carlos Zepedas ?1318585373
or Sleven 7113/302-8011

Who's watching your
kids when you're away?
* Experiencad « Bonded « Professional

P S Pet Setting
= % &« in the Heights
Call Daniel

713/869-3698

= SERVICES

UTMB'’s AIDS Clinical Trials Unit
Ar,‘:ll.rehr Seeking Treatment-Experi-
enced Volunteers for new orally ad-
ministered HIV-1 entry inhibitor under
investigation. It is a member of a new
class of anti-HIV drugs called CCR5
recepiors that block one of the ways
HIV enters T cells. If you are currently
failing a Ritonavir based regimen
please give us a call at 1-877-324-
| ACTU (2288)for more informatien.

LOCK IN YOUR 2004

AD RATES FOR 2005
mapﬁmtsma D!Eagg%ra

SERVICES OF THE
HEART

‘5" Let Thoemas assist vou

to honor life's speelal

evints, Holy Unions,

Memorinls

T13/522-7626

LAWN MAINTENANCE
Residential/'Small Commercial
mow-hedging-fertilizing environ-
merﬂa.- W care:
electric mower (upon request)
LAWN JOCKEYS 832-496-2340

= TRAVEL
TRAVEL BY JEFF

Jell Grieder
Cruise Specialist
832/875-4800
www.travelbyjeff.com
An Autharized Gayribbean Cruise Agent
Voted One of the Top Travel Agencies

A 4 VERIFIED

ALIDIT CIRCULATION
An ad placed in OutSmart
Magazine peaches % inter-

www verifiedaudit. com

MARKETPLACE AD RATES

addifional $6 per issue to have your ¢

Discover, Or FAX it T13/522-327

3406 Audubon, Houston, TX 77006

are 30 words or less, plus $1 per additiol

Marketplace Classifieds are per column inch. Column inch width (s 1.688. Word line ads
nal word and 50 cents for all words in bold. Add
ified ad appear on our website. Ads can also be
placed on our secure wabsite al www.QuiSmariMagazine.com

Marketplace 1 Month 3 Month € Monlh 12 Month

Color Boxed Ad porinen 362 $57 $52 347

BAV Boxed Ad perocn 547 3 $38 835

30-Word Line Ad %27 5 §23 §22

Deadline: Dec. 13 for the January 05 Issue. Order by phane & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX, or

. we do not bill. Mail ad & payment to: OutSmart
412, For more information, call 713/520-7237
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ACGOMMODATIONS

Angeles De Merida Guest House

Merida, MEXICO ... cupsensisens rensipnss 713/426-0823
Paradise Guest House

2377 Ave P Galveston ... ---408762-6677
The Commodore on the Beach

3Tth & Seawall - Galveston 800/231-0021
The Lovett Inn

507 Lovett, Houston .o
The Victorian Condo/Hotel
5300 Seawall/Galveston ... 1-B00v231-6363

713/528-6433

ADVERTISING/MARKETING

Gay and Leshian Rainbow Pages
Pearland, TX i 281/887-8778
Gay and Lesbian Yellow Pages

1712 Montross 713/042-0084
Hollinden Marketing Solutions

1115 Barkdull 51, Sulte G . T13/520-5532
OutSmart Magazine

3408 Audubon PIECE . ..onvivennn T131520-7237

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

Tejas Air Inc
..... B32/287-6117

APARTMENTS

Show your OQutSmart Pride Card and get special discounts, free admissions, and exclusiva offers from QutSmart advertisers!

(Look for the =4 pride card and merchant offer)

Hollywood Super Center
B0 Fairview ... w1 181527-8510

CAB COMPANMIES

Liberty Cab

. T13/695-6700
United Cab

.......................................... '-:19 ULUL

CATEFIEI‘\IG
.of coursel” Catering

I.'n' California 713/526-1800
CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS/TEMPLES
Bering Memorial

1440 Harold ..., reeeere . 1 1 2IB2E-1017

Christ Church Cathedral
1117 Tenas ..
Creative Life Spiritual Center
5326 Spring-Stuebner
Community Gospel Church
4305 Lillian .. ;
Dignity Houston

1307 Yale

Resurrection MCC

2025 W 11th

.......... 713/222-2593
261/350-5157
713/880-9235

T13/880-2872

713/861-8148
CLEANING SERVICES

Castlewood Apartments
7000 Westvlew.. .. 7113/688-3352
ASTROLOGER

m Lilly Roddy Astrology

0% OFF ASTROLOGICAL READINGS.

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES

ﬁ Brennan & Johnson Law Firm
713/522-1211

10% DN .‘u..f“ur."' OFF HOURLY RATES

Law Office of Mark Levin, Attorney

2813 Weat T.C. Jester 281/355-7935

Moore and Hunt

3608 Audubon « 113/522-4282

Nechman, Simoneaux and Frye, PLLG

www, nafiaw, us . T3(227-1717

Simon & Associates, Attorneys at Law

4071 Studewood, Suite 350 ., T13/524-6000

Walker/Texas Lawyer/Jim walker

www, walkertexaslawyercom 713/55

R

1117

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR/CARE

Carrlage Car Care

Perfection Plus Service

713/525-1406

CLOTHING/FOOTWEAR
Al's Formal Wear

26 Area Locations . s TV TRD-4TUX
CraZColl Footwear

5653 Beechnut i T13/779-4500
M2M Clothing

3400 Montroge ... 713/521-0804

COMMUNITY/NONPROFITS
AVES
807 Hawthrone

Center for Clinical Studles

713/628-2837

713/528-8818
E.R.5.1.C.8.8. - Court of Single Star

281/218-0
Gay & Lesbian {:ummunmr Center
3400 MoniroSe ......coniimmmiinsannine. 1 13/024-3818

Houston Buyer's Club
3224 Yoakum

Planned Parenthood
3604 Fannin

T13/831-8573

% Mot 713/529-6766 COMPUTERS/INTERNET
Tech Auto Maintenance Atomar Communications/Anthony Bures
LT | —— 713/863-8244 713/528-0404
ISCOUNT OFF TOTAL REPAIA. Copy.com
AUTOMOTIVE SALES 1201 Wostheimer .....uu . 713/52
Fred Heas Toyota/Jimmy Jones CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING
20400 |-45 N . PR1/297-T000

Joe Myers Auto/Steven Osborne

16500 Northwest Fray T13/204-6617
Knapp Chevrolet/Wayne LeDu
B15 HOUBtON AVE ..o..ovouiiiasns T13/228-4311
Planet Ford.......es... 20403 145 North
Ruday Gonzalez/Sarvica Depart/ . BB8/251-9135
Linda Boze'Fleat Dapartmant 281/719-3728
Will Boze/Fleet Department........ 281/719-3718
Performance SAAB

10805 5. W Freeway, Houston T13/981-4400
18855 Highway 59 N, Humbla ..... 281/964/4660
River Oaks Chrysler/Jeep/Brett Roberts
4807 Kirby 713/524-3801
Russel & Smith Fﬁrtlf.]nrln Huys
3440 South Loop West - « 713/663-4798

BOOK STORES

Borders
3025 Kirby oiveiver 713/524-0200

Executive Adult Superstore
14002 Northwest Fravy .
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Classy Closats

281/313-8181
Queen of 1ha Tlle.fﬁrnnlte and Tile Service
8013 Taub Rd 713/883-6200

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE

Briar Patch
22312 Crocker 832/274-T853
Chances /The Barn/GeSpot
1100 Westheimer 113623-1217
Clear Channel/Jesus Christ Superstar/
Little Shop of Horrors

BroadwayAcrossAmerica com. ... 713/628-3700
Downtown Lofts Tour
Galveston Island............. B88/8308-0680

Flutf the Kat Great Music
- www. flutfthekat.com

Fresh Arts Coalition

2000 W Loop S, 8182110,

Grand 1894 Opera House

2020 Postoffice, Galveston,,

JR's/Santa Fe

808 Pacific

w1703
e 08TE3-TY T

7131/521-2519

Latin Dance Party & Miss Lupita
Sy www. missiupita.com
Meteor

2306 Genesen...... Sertreb 7131/821-0123
Montrose Mining Gumpany

805 Pacific.. o T 131/528-7488
Rainbow Flnnm

527 Barren Springs Rd s AOHB 20216
South Beach

810 Pacific Street 713/5209-7623

Theatre Under The Slars.fSinglrl in the Rain
W COM. e ecv e errranrans T13/558-TUTS
UnderCurrent

3102 Seawall/Galveston 4077 50-8571

EVENT/CONVENTION SERVICES
KeyStar Complex
3209 Montrosa 713/524-MEET

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Chase Bank of Texas

Financial One
10500 NW Fresway, Ste 228 713/686-1400
Green/White Advisors

1225 M. Loop West, Ste. 1030

i
i

Hubbard Financial Services
2615 Montrose Bivd. . ”
James E. Bashaw & Company
5200 San Falipe

713/552-0505
MF Lending Corporation/Max Bontemps

6420 Richmond, Sulte 538
Washington Mutual

B32/647-8932

. Wamu.com/jobs

Chimney Rock Chiropractichrt Keller, D.C.
3033 Chimney AOK ..o T13/7E1-3344
Franco Chropractic Clinic/Fernando Franco
2136 Yale, 5te € ... 832/888-7079
Kirby Weliness Center/Kenneth W. Lester
2727 Kirby Dr,, Sk, 324 ... 713/526-5252

* COUNSELING/THERAPY =

Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP

1006 Missour| .............. .. 113/827-0000

Deborah Denson, LMSW &CP

2800 Weslayan Ste. 536 .« T13850-7225

B2 paniel Garces, MS, LPC, LMFT

16 Mt Veman .. .. 713/526-83390

20% OFF INITIAL WISIT,

Enod Gray, LMSW-ACGP, C. Ht., CSAT

4200 Montrose - 713/522-7014

Jon-Paul Hamilton

&200 Montrose Ste 540 B32/434-8514

Barbara Levinson, PhD/ Gtr for Healthy

Sexuality

2400 Augusta Or. Ste. 120 ...,

Denise 0'Doherty

AT30 Kirby, Ste 910

Bob Sneligrove, LMSW-AGP

4200 Montross, Ste 540 .

Patrick J. Vachon, LMSW ACP
713/524-1771

J137856-7111

7113/524-0525

713/522-7014

Jetf Uanmce. Phﬂ
1415 N. Loop W., Ste. 780 713/426-4455

= DENTISTS »

Bruce W, Smith, DDS

1008 Missouri 713/528-4364

* HEALTH SERVICES/PRODUCTS =

FITNESS {.LUBS.’TRMNERS
Earnest & Company Fitness
2294 W Holcome 713/863-T622
D.J.'s Better Body Fitness Studio
1687 West T.C. Jestar 713/864-1231
Fitness Exchange
4040 Milam "
Houston Gym

1507 Durham

713/524-0932

713/880-0191
Kimberly Marier, Personal Trainer

e B32/443-FITT
Muscls Mechanics/John Aaron

T Richmond 7 13/523

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS/PRINTING

Houston Buyer's Club Discount Vitamins
3224 Yoakum ... : 113/520-5288
Supplement Central

106 Westhaimer, Suita B 713/874-1728

* MASSAGE THERAPIST/YOGA

Entan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch
e 713/942-0923

‘_J SCOL T[’Fr,ﬂ'l -,.1.-:

Albert Woo/Touch Tharaplss
T18W Gray ...

Ken Claude, RMT

Raul Guzman, RMT

Hnusa of Coleman

01 W. Alabama 13/523-2521
'Jllvan Design Group
3716 1/2 Mt Vernon 713/526-3212

GROGERIES

Kroger

3300 Mentrose
HAIR/NAILS/SKIN CARE/SALONS

Apolio Image Enhancement Center

4007-A Beltaire .. 713/668-0031

Eclipse Sunless Tanning

415 Westhaimar, Ste 103

Hullywcrn:l Halr & Nail Salon

713/526-7865

2409 Grant 713/523-2253
METRO HisSpa
2606 Grant . 713/52-METRO

Mature's Way Day Spa & Salon

713/628-8805

5000 Westheimer, Ste 160
Sunset Body Works
809 Texas Ave

Tanacious Tanning
1218 Wastheimer

713/842-8267
= HEALTH CARE =

« CHIRDPRACTIC/THERAPY

Alternative Health & Wellness/

Jackle Doval, DG
404 Wastheimar T713/827-WELL

* OPHTHALMOLOGISTS »

Diagnostic Eye Center

Marc R. Sanders, MD, FA.C.S.

6500 Fannin, Sie. 1108... 713/787-1500

Diagnostic Eye Center Bellaire/

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD

5420 Dashwood, Ste. 101 713/668-0118
* OPTOMETRISTS =

Eye Elegance

3966 Westheimar

Spectacies on Montrose

4317 Montrosa # 2.,

713/622-4417

713/528-3837

& PHYSIGIANS =

Longevity Centre of Houston

Marina & Gurney Pearsall, MD

4128 Southwast Frwy, Ste 1620 , 713/522-4037
Skin Renaissance Lasar

Oetavio Barrios, MD

108 Wastheimar, Sta A e T13/842-T546
Rod Frazier, MD

1214 Hermann Or #845 ... T13/521-0340
Schrader Clinic/Shannon Schrader, MD
4101 Greanbriar, Ste. 200 . T13/526-1117

» COSMETIC/PLASTIC SURGERY »

Town & Country Plastic Surgery
R. Scott Yarish, MD, PA

10565 Katy Frwy, Ste. 100 T13/4B87-0146

HDME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSDRIES

Brandon Home Furnishings

BE48 Glenmont T13/T85-7888
Cities

417 W, AlBBEME ©..covis innieins 7131528
decorDEGOR

3200 Kirby, Ste 102 ... 713/524-8429

Lackey+Prince Vintage Modern

3225 Milam .. T13/449-8758

Mid-Century Pavilion
215 Washington .

Newport Furnishings

713/863-1986

1000 5. Loop West, Ste 100 w T13/741-2266
Pilie'
3621 W Alabama ..o 713/961-1619

ind Water Gallery
540 W 19ih T13/426-4885
!_ﬂgl:I_H_ANG_EAGENCiESMGENTS
Jeffrey T. Bules
1575 W, Loop Sout
Fluh Schmerler

h, Ste: 185 TTAB61-7700

Loop South, Ste. 185 7T13/661-T700
A JEWELERS -~
Diamond Jewelry Factory, The
6463 Westheimar 713/789-0110
LW. Marks Jewelers

3841 Ballaira Bivd. ......... .o T13/668-5000

LANDS@&PEFPDDLSJDEEKS
Garden Designs

esthel

PET SERVIGES/SUPPLIES
Cal Veterinary Clinic/Dr Paula Hump
2125 W Alabama 523-511

Ellen’s Pampared Pet lnn
2411 Bissonngt T13/522-T387

PS. Pet Slftlng Service in the Helghts
713/860-3608
PHOTOGRAPHY
Dalton DeHart Photography

ITH-0344

9521 W

@Hullvwooﬂ Portrait Studios

Riehme
FREE SITTING F
Varsily Productions / John Ennn:w

{4 840.00 VALUE)

6217 Edloe ... 3
PHINTINEFCDF_Y CENTERS
Copy.Com
01-F Westheimer . T13/528-120

House of Coleman

901 W Alabama

PSYCHIC/INTUITIVE READERS _
Jog Paxton

523-2521

E Lilly Roddy Astrology

10% OFF ASTROL

REAL ESTATE SERVICES HEﬂLT[}Hé
Tim Anthony/Karen Derr & Assoc
415 Westheimer g
Bill Baldwin/Karen Derr & MSOL
1545 Heights Blvd
Bob Beszborn/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1645 Heights Blvd 281/850-2728

Richard Buentelio/Karen Derr & Assoc.

281/850- 6862

1545 Heighls Blwd 281/222-8aM
Brune Chambers/Karen Derr & Jlssoc

) Wegth 71 187
Bob Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1543 Helghts Blwd T13B75-7048

Karen Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1545 Helghts Bhvd
Doug Duerr/Citthomes & Apl Locating
G443 Wastheimer 713/899-9372
Glen Fillmore/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Helghts Bivd. ..., T13/862-1600
Bill Hammond/Karen Derr & Assoc

1545 Heights Bivd : 713/478-7385

. T13/862-1600

Bruce Hutmacher/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Hedghts Blvd -~ 281/216-0557
Sarah Goodner/Karen Derr & Assoc.,

1545 Heights Bivd .. 281/830-6325
Dana Gray/Gray Home Team

B700 S RICR. icio i ssmisicimmneins 112081481
Karen Harberg/Martha Turner Properties
50 Briar Hollow L, s 713/558-3208
Richard Hill/Keller Williams

550 Post Oak, Steds0 ... T13/62
Jerry Jaggers/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Helghts Blvd. .. - T13/501- TG
Clitford Johnson/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1543 Helghts Blvd . 1 1E19-018
Marty Justus/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Bivd 713/539-7870
Wade Knight/Martha Turner Properties

50 Briar Hollow, Ste 700-W.. ... 713/520-1981
Stacy May, Realtor

10408 Town & Country Way 281/798-6072
Karl McWilliams/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Bivd. . 872-746-4920
Todd Partridoe/Partridge Properties

3230 Yoakum T1a/528-1184

Margot Perez/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1-800

1545 Heights Bhvd e 281/932-7704
Rhonda Power/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1545 Heights Bhvd i TR 5-7297

Rebecca Perez/Keller Williarns Healtv

\ Al
Vinod HamamJUrhan Llulng Realtors
5023 Washingtor 713/868
Claire HemwergISaan N Sea PiratesBeach

Wiw. sandnEea com ... A09f7IT-2556
Steve Heyuuldsmaren Derr & Assoc.
415 Westhelmar, Ste209 T113/557-3101

Robert Searcy/Prudenial Gary Green
705 1/2 M S 832/279-5332
Sheree Thompson/Karen Derr & Assuc.
1645 Haights Bivd 7137204-4828
V.J. Tramente/Joe Tramonte Realty

1802 Broadway, Ste 122 Galv 400/7E5-0837
Roberta J, Walters/Karen Derr & Assoc.
415 Westheimer s 2B1/222-4468

Matt West/Keller Williams
3500 W Davis, Ste1508,Conroe
Rubcrl Zahn/Karen Derr & Assoc.

5 Haights Blvd 1.]'4.]3

REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE LENDERS

[:m:mr\rwme Home Loans
Matz Carter, John-Robert Charle

vala

Endy crmum Scott Pelze, Mat‘lnew Uesl

1930 W Gray g 13/284-5360
Home Mur‘tgage Solutrons. In¢
Domingo Gonzales, Jr ..., 713/857-3548

Prestige Mnnnag& Gmu;:uJuse McDonald
30934 FM 1860 W, 5te 10 713/446-0303

RESTAUH&NTSIGEIFFEE BARS

Blue Piate Bistro
1708 Post Oak Blvd
Garler & Cooley Company
HW19th 713/864-3354
EI Meson Guban Hestauranl
2425 Uiniversity
Hollywood Book & Cafe
2400 Grant .. 713/523-885
Hnll\rwnud Vietnamese & Chinese
2409 Grant ., 713/523-880d
Kim Sun Restaurants
2007 Jetersan
Laurier Cafe & Wine
1307 Fannin
iko Niko's

) Manirose ..........

T13/439-1537

13/303-6050

5

T13/222-2461

713/328-5103

ne
£

. 713/528-1308
Noche Cocina Y Bar

2409 Montrose

Osaka Japanese Restaurant
515 Westheimer ... :
Riva's Italian Restaurant
1117 Missour

713/529-B559

13/533-9098

713/529-3450

Tilas Restaurant

11115 Shepherd.......... L T HS2E-TES4

SPECIALITY RETAIL

Black Hawk Leather
TV RSN, et imeaincin s f | K s
Cartridge Warld
2055 Westhaimer
Crossover Gifts
415 Westheimer .........
Garden Mystiques
BOT WGy i
Goin' Postal
4232 Ella . W
Headliners 24 Hour 'Jndeu
7330 Southwest Fay
Hollywood Super Center
BOT FRINIEW. 1uurrereverspramirsmmsrsereie
Indian Sun
2444 Times Blvd, Ste110 3152
La Fendee Mediterrarean Grill & Restaurant

1402 Westhalmer ... T1A822-1506
October Gnllery-lndlan Summer Lcdge
TSI WSt sl . 3 3230
Pamered Spirit
2404 Montrose 82 .

WWW.CrOSS0vE '_.J'L[S.L"_‘III

713/842-0010

713/864-0496

SEE WHAT 2

Purple Triangle
..... www.theparpletria I'I‘g|+‘. com

Somuza Gallery

2415 W Alabama #2006 .......

THADS

110 Main ,

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS

54 premier Paging & Wireless

12220 Murphy Road, Stafford 281/575-8500

CALL FOR PRIDE CARD SPECIALS

Telecom Wireless Services Inc

12320 Bellaire 281/668-6108

Western Talk

7071 North Post Oak, Ste 130

TRAVEL

Gonclerge Travel, Inc

4920 Mimosa

Gruising with the Cuach

s ason . T13M777-2607

Drbitz.com

401 N Michigan, Suite 1400

~ WEBSITE

713/528-6065

. 281/353-6400

T13/681-T243

312/384-4580

WWW.DOYsgo. com

05 HAS IN STORE

FOR YOU

LILLY RODDY

& "- ™

' W

ASTROLOGER

P F P

L LA ¥

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

-,

o Past Life Regressions
o Reiki Master

< Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

713.529.5842

GIFT CERTIFICATES « CREDIT CARDS

Voled BEST ASTROLOGER
by OutSmart Readers

lillycath@aol.com « www.lillyroddy.com
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BAR & CLUB GUIDE

HOUSTON

fG22-5166

COUSIN'S
Drag fans pack this club In the haart of Monross ot
its compy shows on Thursdays,
ond Sundays.

This brand-naw, wo-level ciub near the Westheimer
curve featuras falent night on Thursday and o
Safurdoy variely show. House DJs ude Alax T
ord Morquee Morg. and MCs Inc cokle Lo
Cook 1318 Wasthaimar = 713/626-2271

BOCADOS

| On Wednesdoy nights, women pock this Maxicon
| restourant for doneing ond sociolizing, Sunday
brunch stars of 11 am. ond st W 3 in he
ofternoon. 1312 West Alabama » 713/523-5230

BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM
The BRB, Houston's leoding couniry-wasiam bar
i5 locoted in Midtown, just outside Montrose. Expec!
10 s8e soma fast and fo
shows offen fuke
?"{,D Brozos = 713/528-8192.

BRIAR PATCH

Ore of e oldes! gay nightspols in Houston, the

817 Foirview » T13/52

l-r\l * |1 3/665-
9678 = www Iul..u:n.:u\ﬂ.'l 5.C0m

BRICKS 11

This nedghborhood joint boosts o jukebox with
country music, pool lables, cold drolt, and e
occasional cowboy hot. Regulars fus of this low-
key spot, 617 Fairview » 713/5628-8102

CABO MONTROSE

This restauront near the Wesiheimer-h

crowd of regulars. It hosts @ Monday p

Thi
s fheee-in ment and Wadne
o two J1|3|: 1oc
I o.m. ope
onfed Iun]% El's
10 W
l L, Locafad on the western front of Monirosa

Wi Chat
CLUB INERGY
A nighttite Institution for 12 yaars, s Southwest
ic mix of Lofin rhythms:

angout. N

W community ben

il bar offers a quiet ety

gjsbar.com

o night. 5750 Chimney R\ k=713
B66-7310 = www.clubin

I’.‘LUB RAINBOW

sh GUAVA LAMP
ery Thursdoy |s Cobaret Night
Shepha
up fo

21568

WUV

nursday, and Friday nights. 141 7-8 Wasthaimar =

Fridays;
8-8204

afits. pack fhe staga. The
2517 Roiph

JR's/SANTA FE

Thie fealures of Inis Monirose stondard includa pool
fobles; go-go boys, and korooke. Kofl,
Gayest & Graotest OutSmart
ows Wednesday thru
21-2519.

arag quaen in tha 2
af pall, hosls popula
Sunday, 808 Pacilic

Sofurdays @

+ 713

MELA'S
The crowd af fhis neighberhood spol diops by for
I Tejand ond couniry- washam masic, he women,
and the pool fablas. Owner Maia Co
Pride paorade grand morshal in 2002, 302
713/023-0747

METEOR

nomad best

WHERE: Roberl's

9082)

Krewe of Oz,

KEYS WEST

ool fouma pal
ol alfers fres guest entertoinars. T )
knockout skyline view. 817

2224
® Www kiayswesl.com
flawans MANGO VIDEO LOUNGE
aht shows: nented next fo Club Inergy

gs. DJ K

] -t{'i_-‘u_*l'i[f{'f}' 4
Houstan, TX 17006

to %i !
713.521.0123

2306 Genesee @ Falrview

BEHIND THE BAR

WHO: Jerome Downey

(25017 Ave. Q, 409/765-

WHAT'S UP: Gree [
Downey, named one of

the favorite male Island |
bartenders in our Gayest

& Greatest poll, on
December 4, when

LaFitte hosts a benafit for

Selectad pest piano bor in e Gayes! & Gn

this Wadne:
a 15-f. video scr

Wagnasooy 5745

Weskly avenings. of this_chic Monkose video bo
include & Thealre Nighl on Mo
Quesn Bingo on Tuesday, ond Prof
Women's Happy Hour on the 'Ir:l and. third
Wednesdoy. 2306 Genesses » 71
wiww. mofearhiouston. com

MICHAEL'S OUTPOST
es from Montrose, this relaxed neighborhood
frequent pool ¢ Joet leurnn
stop by for Rick's ohill con guesa and
1418 Richmond = 713/620-8446
| MO MONG
Every Wadnesdoy night, e | and gals show
up af this Viemomese restauro droves 1
the marini specials. 1201 Westhaimer #8:.= 713/
24 5664
MONTROSE MINING COMPANY
Geaat-looking male dancars bump ond grind ¢
night at heridanim spot. The two
i bor provides o ¢
Streal scenary. 805 Pacific =

O HOUSTON

Two cutdoor balconias

/521-01

LoFitte |

chips

h for viewing fhe Pogific

713/620-7488

W potrons 1o wotch thie

adbest
erformers and
provides a
as = 713/
RAINBOW ROOM

Every Thursday, Haothar Moon host
Housio
on |-r-JJ-\ gnd Sofurd

At

Fa

611 CLUB
On Fnday ond Sctarday n

: Seuinpinh' siandard {mt’hu

i i.u#
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Cagleor

lrban Vide| Loonge

OQUT-OF-THIS-WORLD FUN TUESDAYS 8-11PM

HOSTED BY: LILLIAN DEVEREAUX=SOFONDA ST. JOHN«SAMANTHA ST. JOHN
Benefiting ERICSS and local charities

WWW.METEORHOUSTON.COM - 2306 Genesee £ Fairview - Houston, TX » 713.521.0123

BINGO

spol great buffel dinners, Fealures include o beaufiful gorden-
style pallo. 611 Hyda Park « 713626-T070.

SOUTH BEACH
The paten! EAW Avolon Saries Sound System keeps the shifless boys
dancing the night owoy. in the Goyest & Graatsst poll, Oufsmor readers
namad this spel the best club: offer 2 o.m, 810 Poclfic = 713529~

SOBE (7623) = www SouthBeochTheNighiclub.com
TOYZ

Thursdoy night means the karg-running Popi Chula omataur sirp show,
emcesd by Monique Johnson with DJ Alex T providing houss, hip
hop, and Lotin musio. Cookie Lo Cook hosts har show on Fridoys:
5322 Gienmont » 713/668-4892,
UNION BAR & LOUNGE
This swon b fn Montose now Rosts Girlke Actlan on the first Friday
of the month, hosted by DJ Gracie Chovez and fsaturing quest femal
Dds. 202 Tugm » 713/528-5296 = wwaw unionborandicurge.com
VIVIANA'S
This cluby near downtown
olike. 5218 Woshingfon =

EXPERIENCE THE NORTHSIDE!

Northsides ORIGINAL Alternative Bar
Where both MEN and WOMEN are WELCOME
12:00rm - 2:00am, 7 days a week

www.RainbowRoomBar.com
D) Every Friday & Saturday Night

28 1.8 20213

The Rainbow Room
527 Barren Springs
Houston, Texas ??O?O

oppeats Jo foans of Latino music and drog
713/862-0203

XCAPE
Lyrioa Andrews hosts Luscious Ladies Nite on Wedne Tealuring H
larmale go-go donoers ond na cowver Tor g Inl“ “s "]r m."

finére is no cover all night. 8101 Alrpart Blvd. = 713/454-0775

Best Bartenders,
Best Dancers,
Best Happy Hour,

New Yaar's_ kve
o, Celebration:

+ Drink Specials Al Night

NOTE: Ciub Big Yo has closed. The downfown club Peor! hos
changed ownership and no longer hosls a weekly gay night.

Conroe

RANCH HILL SALOON [ l'ﬂs + Free Party Favors :
Located 30 miles north of Housfon, this spot features Bes Pa' I + Balloon {mmaﬂ Drmﬂ Mnnlg t
spaciols; live ainment, and karooke night on Wadnesday. 21 LU
Airpori . = 936/44 16426 | * Free cha";pagm T{::m @ Midnight

» Hot Male Dancers, of course
Galveston “ﬂeﬂ we sau mnre- "["EH n c"“inl

GARZA'S KON TIKI ‘RO REN r
DutSmort readers » this Strand s u N l)" R(‘ u R r For December calendar of svenis
the lofest 3102 Seawall = Galveston visit our website:
nig 409.750.8571 www.undercurrenigalveston.com

dancers. o

ROBERT'S LAFITTE

A raol nalghbarhood bar, Ir

ON BEHAF  OF Lain Donce Poty €

%6’9 5@(/9 0

HERES TO YOUF

LVWANY i,

THE TREMONT HOUSE

Smart Island visik

art rendars e
jancers. DJ Neil provid
3 Samwal HI.-I »

Beaumont

THE COPA

gout far Lo

or Universily shadonis, §
* stoge, d
anvy, 30

Fric Ramire?
e ,:-'n,;.-m

152 ot would maoka

» 40WB32-4206

wwners, Chels

Puby) hos ney
ol and Man ¥
re. 497 Crocks!

wened club (s opes
noka night o it v miusic
25 Martin Luther King = 408/832-0608

i primor
Faatures inelud

Les' Deseamos

"Mi Ritr o Feliz Navidad Y

Store | ., 7% Prospero Ano Nuevo
7 | |

on Fricays & Soturdays, 60

Send bar/club news fo

clubguide@outsmartmagazine.com.
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SignOut

by Lilly Roddy

e start this month with Mercury retro-

grade. This would be a great time

to revisit old issues and take a look
back ot our lives. Itis best notto travel, especially
to new places, during this time. Fortunately, for
the holiday time, Mercury is bock direct on the
21st. That should make it ecsier going home or
having the relatives visit you. * The New Moon
is on the 11th in Sagittarius. That is a day of
truth and being open. Be careful, people are
likely to be accident-prone. The Full Maon is on
the 26th in Cancer. This will heighten emotions,
especially those connected to fomily conditions
This may make time with the family edgy. Make
sure you have an exit strategy. * The Sun enters
Capricorn, the Winter Solstice, on December
21 at 7:42 a.m. Mercury begins the month retro
in Sagittarius and ends the month direct in
Sagittarius. Venus is slipping through Scorpio and
is fired up as she enters Sagiftarius on the 16th.
Mars is at home in Scorpio until the 25th when
he joins Vienus in Sagittarius on the 25th. All the
rest of the planets are happy in the signs they
are in, ond ne changes are expected

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Thisisa good holi-
day time for you. You ore ready fo travel and
see people you hoven't seen in a while. You
are Dp{f[l to new Eﬁpf‘:rit‘."ﬂ;f‘5 even \'\"Il'l" Melf. ury
retrograde. You can handle almost any crisis
with flair. Relationships are better than ever. If
you are single, this is a great time to be out lock-
ing. Career aspects are rather tough, and you
are making sure that you are happy with your
future frack. Atthe end of the month, career fokes
the facus in your life. You may want to ¢ |'.cmgﬂ

where you are or even start your own business.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20, Relationships
are a bit edgy as the month starts. If there are
problems that have been brewing, they will
come to the surface. Career decisions are still
not clear, and commitment to any direction
seems illusive. Things will change next March
for you. You may find that you want to spend
more fime by yourself this month and avoid
crowds. It may help you to make an appearance
for the holidays even if you don’t stay long.

GEMINI (May 21 -June 21). Relationships are
highlighted this month. You certainly don't want
to be alone. And if you are not gefting the
attention from your partner, you will be sending
out signals that you are not aftached even if
you are. It you don't address this direstly, you
could create dramas that bring you into a
negafive encounter with your partner. Career
directions need to be updated, or you will be
extremely bored by the end of the month, Watch
what you say to your boss or clients. They will
take it personally.
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10N DAVID

CAPRICORN (December 22 - January
19). This time of the year brings out your
desire for calmness ond harmony with
the world around you. And you will do
your best to avoid conflicts, There are
plenty of career opportunities on the
horizon, but you are not ready to com-
mit to anything during December. Rela-
tionships are still in a period of being re-
worked. You want what you hove to
work, but you will have to see progress
ar you will be locking elsewhere. You
will feel more grounded as your birth-
day fime rolls around.

CANCER (June 22-July 22), Organizing your
life and work schedule is on your mind as the
month opens. You don't have much time for play,
and even ploy has to have some goal
associated with it. This is a good time to get
things in order, but not a great time to plan
ahead for next year. You will have to wait until
after the 21st to do that, Health plans are
renewed gt the end of the month. And your focus
shifts to relationships of that time

LEO (July 23-August 22). You are in a ployful
mood as the month opens. And you are usually
in a good mood for the holidays anyway. Be
sure to spend your time with people who are as
playful and creative as you. You are not in o
work mode. Family may be a bit irritating to be
after the 21st. Relationships
“just beyond the next

around unti
continue the theme of
curve.” Keep your expectations very, very
redlistic. By the end of the month, you are sfill in
a playful mood, but work has your attention.

VIRGO (August 23 -September 22). Tensions
are strang around family activities as December
opens. It may be best to save the real celebrat-
ing fill the end of the month when most of this
has passed. Mercury retro is spending the month
in the family sector. Expect to hear from the fam-
ily because they will need something from you
Watch your spending this month and next month.
It will be easy far you to overspend and justify
what you want to buy. Relationships need to be
fun and easy. Toa much responsibility or pressure
will have you running in the opposite direction.

LIBRA (September 23 -October 23). Generally,

this is o good time for you with Jupiter, the great

benefic, in your sign until next October, This
promotes good feelings and a sense of optimism
about all projects that you start. But you have o
good sense of what you can do and what you
can't do. Career decisions are weighty this
month and even heavier next month. You don't
have time for foolishness. Since you are the sign
of relationships, they are alwoys important to
you, BUT you are not as EGS""gQiﬂg as normc|
and may avoid entanglements until next year.

SCORPIO (Ocicber 24-November 21), As the
month begins, Mars, your alternative ruler, is
making his way through your sign. You are enig-
matically magnetic and seductively powerful.
You are certainly not someone to be taken lightly
as the month proceeds. Keep a handle on your
money. You are ready to spend at the drop of @
name. Career shitts are right around the corner
for you. Next year is a time of important deci-
sions about where you are going. Family matters
are mushy, and relationships are doing well

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December
21). This is your birthday month, and with Mer-
cury retrograding through your sign, this is o very
intro-spective time for you. Don't be surprised to
find yourself very nostalgic. You will really want
to be with family or old friends during this holiday
time. Some of you are considering a mojor coreer
change, but you won't be sure unfil the end of
Jonuary. You are also not sure if you are happy
in your relationship. You are just not sure about
you. Look for some clarity by the end of the month

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18). This is
avery social time for the Aquarians. You are real
ly ready for the holiday spirit and gettogethers.
You are ready to take some risks at work, but
your timing may be a bit off. Wait until January
to take thot big step. Those of you bern February
] .'|'1rf.:nu._.g}: the &th are not in step with the rest of
your fellow Aquarians, You are in more of a loner
time and are avoiding the holiday crowds. You
are not lonely. You just want to be alone.

PISCES (February 19-March 20). You are
really thinking about your past and your future
simultaneously. You are wondering what you
are doing with your career and if you are truly
happy. Mercury is rerrcgrodmg through your
career sector, bringing up issues that you have
so far been successful in aveiding. This can
cause problems with clients or bosses. And you
don't have much tolerance for any of this. And
you may be a bit more edgy as the month comes
to an end. Relationships can work af this time,
but you have to feel unencumbered by them.
A professional astrologer for 20 years, lilly Roddy
counsels individuals and teaches closses. Her website
is www.lillyroddy,.com
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OUT IN HOUSTON

1 Rob Arcos (1) and boyfriemd Ricarde Garza attended the Sept. 9
Houston Gay & Leshian Film Festival opening-night party at Landmark
River Oaks.

2 On Sept. 12, GLOBO president Abel Rodriguez (1) presented one
of two college scholarships to Christina Arizmendez at an event at
Meteor celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month. Victoria Mendoza alsa
received a scholarship from Gays & Leshians Organized by Orgullo.

3 On Tuesday nights, the Empire of the Royal Sovereign & Imperial
Court of the Single Star hosts Drag Oueen Bingo at Metsor. In
December, the weekly events will benefit The Assistance Fund med-
ication program, Montrose Clinic women's program, & PAWS Houston,
The crowd at a recent bingo night included Jeff Hartstein (r) and
Hellyn Bedd (Boh Skinner).

4 The lovelies at the Sept, 18 Miss Camp America event at 1415 Bar
& Gnlle included (I-r) Manlyn (John Parson) and Ireaka Phish
(Jason Sechrest). Donations from the evening benefited four
organizations including The Assistance Fund.

5 Judy Shepherd, mother of Matthew Shepherd, spoke at the
University of Houston on Oct. 19. The Graduate School of Social Work
hosted her lecture,

6 The crowd at the Aug, 11 Erotica Trunk Show at Sippora Gallery
ingluded () model Daniel Gerber, Erotic Cabaret owner Bonnie
Wills, artist Salli Babbitt (who helped curate the Aug. 13 Erotica
Show) and Sippora owner Amy Meyers. Proceeds from the two
mights benefited breast cancer research at M.0. Anderson

7 At the Houston Voice 30th anniversary party on Det. 15 at Meteor,
Richard Lapin (c), Mayer Bill White's deputy chief of staff, present-
ed edilor Binnie Fisher (I) and general manager Jason Wilson
with a proclamation honoring the newspaper.

8 On Sept. 12, Chnstian music star Cynthia Clawsen (c) performed
in concert at Bering Memorial United Methadist Church. She posed
afterward with Alan York (I) and Jeff Henry

9 Human Rights Campaign political director Winnie Stachelberg
(c) posed with Carlyn Klemm (I} of the HRC National Board of
Governors and Klemm's partner, Cari Clark, at a September 23
event at the Hifton Americas

1,4, 68 DALTON DEHART, ¥ TIM BROOKOVER; 3 COURTESY JEFF HARTSTEIN; 5 YWONME FEECE
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110 Main Street

Spring, Tx
281.353.6400

www.thads.net

ACHIEVING

Romance, Love,
Sex & Intimacy

IN 2005

Four profoundly insightful workshops
for gay or lesbian couples or singles.

e = 8 Gl or email for more information

Tony Carroll, icsw

1006 Missouri Streed = Houston, Texas 77006

bouston Call 713-327-0000

COIE Tony@HoustonTherapist.com

“Properly done, modern dental care should NEVER burt,
should not be stressful and should last a long time.”

We employ the best and newest techniques and
materials because YOU are our first and only concern.
My practice is not a “clinic” setting!
YOU get quality time, one patient at a time. Every

time. Come see how much difference a nonclinical
setting makes for comfort!

Strict adherence to cutting-edge sterilization of all
instruments and facilities.

1006 MISSOURI ST.
Hours By Appopintment

713.529.4364

Restorative, Cosmetic and Preventative Dentistry for Adults Sinee 1981

EQUAL RIGHTS

And SPECIAL PRIVILEGES Too!

The financial consultants at James E. Bashaw & Co, are a diverse and
active part of our community. We know that you and your partner have
equal rights under the law to protect your money and financial well
being. Your special privileges will be an unwavering level of customer
service and confidentiality you can expect from us everyday.

Providing:

Stocks, Bonds, and Anmisiies
Retirement Planning
Education Planning

Long Term Care Insurance
Life Insurance

Trust Services*

Full Service Financial Planning

Trust the professionals at James E. Bashaw & Co.
Call for free imformation today!

JAMES E. BasHaw & Co.

5200 San Felipe * Houston, Texas 77056 * (713} 352-0505
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