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S279000  Derothy Square 329500  Lofts at Cohn $279,000

[ e ———— =
F&W&Wwwrnﬂa‘?:’ﬂm Villas at W. 21st

Six horries bauilt by Fark Homes C rom Mantross
and Dowrtzwn, Exg g spectacull 1 54yline views
o fowth floor

IKEA's easy-t sasy-to-clean, no glue click flooring will always be spotless with a quick vacuum and wipe
with a damp cloth. Comes in a variety of colors. And the price is definitely less than you'll find elsewhere. As shown

TUNDRA beech. *1%*/sq.ft.

Come see the new, giant, Texas-sized IKEA.

7867 Hogan's Glen

7810 Katy Freeway, Houston 'luphune' (713) 688

Hours: Monday - Friday: 10-9, ), Sunday: 10-9
Some sseembly moy be required R IEE! TEMS B.V. 713 868 7226 www.urbanl.l\ﬂﬂg.com 5023 Washlngton Ave.
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3/2.5 in Midiown w/ roof level lofi
Incredible Downtown Views
Modern and Open Design, slate floors

GrayHomMETEAM.COM
the smart move.

713.298.1481

#1 Top Producers - All of 2004

4243 B Purdue Sale or Lease
3/2.5 in West University Area w/ roof deck
Op: ] L.n.mg Spaces, Mudt.rn Finishes

- :ﬁl E-.' T
Oxford Lofts Mid $300°s
3/2.5/The Heights/Roof Deck
Family Room, Granite, Maple Buili-ins

- G | 2l
Rosewood Lofts  Sale or Lease
3/2.5/Museum Area/DT views
Maple Built-ins, Roof Deck, Hardwoods

2913 Crawford - Midtown, 2/2.5/2 - $200°s
1620 Drew -Midtown, 2+study/2.5/2 - $200°s
1706-08 Stanford - Montrose, 3/2.5/2 - $360's
98 D Drew - Montrose, 3/2.5/2 - Low $320's
River Oaks Gardens Condo - 2/2.5 - $190's
West Univ. Area Condo - 1/1 - $67,000
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- [} EEDe 3 Support staffs of five to two hundred
| B | $25 invoice credit with every phone
U : ' purchase

5% off any Nextel rate plan

NATIONAL 1000 PLAN

1000 anytime cellular minutes
UNLIMITED nights and weekends
UNLIMITED local walkie-talkie minutes
Cellular long distance included

No roaming charges $55.99 per month.
Other charges apply. See below**

—---—----——---—\

@ peeterced partaee ¢y 10 tor your choice of FREE gitt with activation! !

NEXTEL | ' 281-898-0950 '
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WESTERN
TALK, L.C.

Locations All Over Houston

New Location Now Open! Opening Soon!
5710 Memorial, Suite B 514 Elgin @ Smith

713.869.5505 2B1.898,0950
. 2 “You've Come to the Right Place"™
11618 SW Freeway @ Wilcrest New Location Now Open!
832.328.4663 8104 Southwest Freeway, Suite E PROUD MEMBER
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Letters

NOTE FROM AN OLD FRIEND

Helle from Austin, '."K.:'.

_ Open for lunch
Toss out your Proza€3 6 days a week
Our sandwiches will =

keep you smiling!
Mon-Fri 9-3:30
Saturday 9-5

,a}. _& sthers through PF ...'1 |

375 W. 19th Ave. IR
at Ashland to worry abaut. At that time | was concerned
(across from Harold's) LI T

in The Historic Heights

Serving our communiy
for over 16 years!

Daphne Miller

s

The Best Soups, Salads, Sandwiches and Desserts!

OUEER EYE o
AND THE [ cororsnomsouse
STRAIGHT

DR. EVAN MAPES
4317 MONIROSE BLVD
113.529.333/

wWww.Wearusour.com

EVE EXAMS
CONTACT LENSES

DISTINCTIVE EYEWEAR LOVE LETTERS? HATE MAIL?

Send to Letters, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX
77006, or e-mall to letters@outsmar tmagazine.com,

SPECTACLES ©
ON MONTROSE

Bringing the World's

BankofAmerica ___
’.'f’/'
KLU'HFS88JFM

O PA:

Best to Houston

Saturday, April 30
8 p.m., Jones Hall

Frances Mayes

Narrator

Nina Kotova

Composer & Cellist

Dmitri Sitkovetsky
onductor & Violinist

/| NES Chamber Orchestra

PrICEWATERHOUSE(COPERS o RS

Continental & 7
.-’lirIim,'s:'—?h: post parform

je state of the

Eminam, Moby, Brian Enu and

ith an ironic @ke ¢
wirld
-:.'.n ance and Prowess is
set to the In \-r|11| /& sounds of Primus, Radiohead,

For tickets call

'\’P re"sia, [

HE MITHOFF FAMILY
F-‘-III\HII

miare

DUNDATION

i For group sales call

713-227-4SPA : 713-632-8113
spahouston.org

SOCIETY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

HE'S COMING
TO HOUSTON!

The
FHANTOWN

T
ot the

OPERA

ON SALE NOW!

LIVE ON STAGE! JULY 6-31
Hobby Center For The Performing Arts
BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com
or call 713-629-3700

Tickets also at all ticketmaster |gcations.
GROUP DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE (20+): 713-693-2692

www_thephaniomaftheopera.com
* cingular

SPA,

nHOUSTON

LocALZ

Due to the nature of live entertainment dates, limes, prices, shows, aclors, venoes and on sales
are subject to change wilhout notice. All lickets subject lo convenience charge.
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LACKEY » PRINCE

\RT = ANTIQUES »
VINTAGE MCDERN

Newly located in Midtown, Lackey * Prince
is an art and furnishings gallery where fine
antiques and top-quality modernism share

space to inspire eclectic interiors.

Russell Prince David Lackey

Open Wed-Sat 11-5 to the trade and public
3225 Milam St. (1/2 block S. of Elgin) 713.529,1242

The Bering Support Network provides a safe
and nurturing place where persons who are
GLBT and/or affected by HIV/AIDS can find
support.

* Individual, Couple and
Family Counseling

Community Support Groups
GLBT-Friendly Counselors

A 13) o2b-1
VWW.DCTINESUpPpPOoTL

A ministry of Ber

We Duet!

Couples Personal Training Available!
What better way to spend time with your
special someone than getting in shape!

Take the first step

toward looking your best!

Call now for a free consultation!
Special rates for couples.

MuscLe Mecranics

THE GYM FOR PERSONAL TRAINING

713.523.5330

WWW.MUSCLEMECHANICS.COM
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FAMILY MATTERS. On April 30, Brandi Williams and daughter Rebecca Williams, a University of Texas
sophomore photojournalism major, will participate in a panel discussion on the children of transgenders at the
International Foundation for Gender Education Conference in Austin. Williams, a Houston Transgender Unity Commitiee
board member and a Pride parade grand marshal nominee this year, and Rebecca are just two of the local activists
participating in the April 26-30 conference. Jane Ellen Fairfax will lead the children’s panel. Therapist Denise
0’'Doherty will present a workshop on crossdressing in marriage. Phyllis Randalph Frye will give the opening plenary
address and present two sessions. Both Williams women will also attend the Transgender Unity Banquet on April 16.
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Friday & Saturday, Apeil 8th & 9th, Fam-2pm.
Clothes, furniture, howsehold items & much more,

Sunday, Apeil 17th o 7pm. Tickes $10 JJ -('—'-rJJ J-J‘J
A night of beautiful harmonies & loving spirits N JJd_J" _/J‘) C l':};l_d_f QJJ_AJ

www jasonanddemarco.com
me " “
“Mystiques

Saturday, April 30th, 7:30am-12pm. Adulis 86, kids 5-12 84
Agreal famiby day including all-you-can-eat hreakfast, silent suction,
live entertainment, dunking hooth & carnival games,

VIARK

AUTO ACCIDENTS

DWI

CRIMINAL

T IMMIGRATION

ON-THE-JOB INJURIES
. \WORKMAN'S COMP.

Mark Summer, Administrator and John Wald, Legal Assistant
C'aH Mark Summer or John Wald
or your Free Consultation

LS (} 3’3 s‘.:g)""? 7{)f%(

HOUSTON.,




News Briefs

DATEBOOK

Montrose Counseling Center offers a
12-waek support group for women with HIV
on Manday, 6-7:30 p.m, Info: Cheryl Siard,
LCSW, 713/529-0037, ext. 315

Marisal Rodigusz of state senator Rodney
Ellis's staff speaks about GLET-related
legislative issues at the Houston Gay

and Lesbian Political Caucus general
meeting on April 6, 7 p.m., at Houston GLBT
Community Center. Info: 713/521-1000, www.
halpe.om.

Conversations at the Center for AIDS
presents the panel discussion “HIV, Nulrition,
ani Weight—What You Need to Know™ on April
B, 6-8 p.m. RSVP: Bernie Vasquez, 713/527-
6219, Bernie @ centerforaids.or.

University of Houston-Oowntown Graduate
Theatre Stutlent Association presents
Falsettos April 14-19 in the 0'Kane Theatre.
$8, S6. Reservations: 713/432-7710,
BTSAHoustand aol.cam,

May 1 Is the next plansing meeting for the
Conference on Houston's LGBT Future,
3 p.m., at Houston GLBT Gommunity Genter.
Info: 713/524-3818, www.houstonglbtcommu
nitycenter.or.

The new Bering Support Network Sex

Love Addicts Anonymous group meets
Wednesday, 7 p.m., at Bering Memorial United
Methodist Church, Room 224. Info: Ken W.,
713/943-8561, ken@ alumaphoto-plateco.
com, or Grace Z., 713/269-4353, grace,
zaragoza@tabsdirect.com.

May 5 is postmark deadline for the GLOBO
2005 Educational Scholarships.
Applications for the Gays and Lesbians
Drganizad by Drgullo program are availahle at
the Houston GLBT Community Center, among
various locations. Info: 713/710-0268.

Joe Watts presents his The Group [Theatre
Workshap) on Monday, 7 p.m., in the Grace
Lutheran Church fellowship hall. $5. Info:
713/522-2204.

Houston Professional Women's Happy
Hour convenes the first and third Wednesday,
beginning 7 p.m., at Meteor. Info: carol.
wyatt@ nuasis,com.

The new Galveston Professional
Waomen's Happy Hour meets at Mod
Goffen & Tea House on the second Thursday,
7-10 p.m. Info: iluvvpie @yahoo.com.
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he drag queens
and drag kings
will come out at

Rice University on April
15 for a show “GATHER
at the Pub,” presented
by the campus group
GLBTGAs Advancing
Toward a Harmonious
Environment at Rice.
The 7-12 p.m. event at
Rice Memarial Center
will feature a number
of performers including
Rice seniors Laura
Sawyer (1) and Janelle
Crowley. Info:
www.rice.edu/gather.

GAY COMEDY JAMS HOUSTON

Gay stand-up
comedian Scott
Kennedy (pictured)
brings his Gay Comedy
Jam to town on April 7 as
part of the first Houston
Comedy Festival. Fellow
comic Bob Smith joins
Kennedy for the Laff Stop
show. The April 1-10 .com.

comedy festival includes
20) events at various local
venues, culminating in the
finals of a citywide comic
competition at the Hobby
Center. Some proceeds
benefit United Cerebral
Palsy. Details: www.

Scoﬂ Kennedy

SEMINAR OFFERS GLBT MONEY TIPS

a.m.~12:30 p.m. Attorney Bebra Hunt and certified
public account Janet Langham will also participate
in the evenl. Reservations: 713/402-6409.

Maore News Briefs —

| George W. Hawkins and Christopher Laasko,

| financial planners with AXA Advisors, LLG, will

| present a free seminar on financial planning for
GLAT individuals and families, on April 30, 8:30

(  Your Aent.
Advocate.

For home, health, auto
and business insurance,
call Rob. After all,
he is the family
insurance guru.

Rnh Scllmerlar Insurance Agency

Suite 185 713 66] 7?00

o] ‘est |_rHrD SULITI'I

www.schmerleragency.com

Your

HOUSTON

vitamins

sports nutrition

1 T 0 BB 9 B 0 0B 000 EO T LT IR 0B

Houston Buyers Club
3224 Yoakum Blvd. Houston 77006
www.houstonbuyersclub.com

3.520,5288 fax 713.521.7419

houstoncomedyfestival 2 e %

...the Art and Science of Psychotherapy

What can you expect from effective therapy?
Contentment, happiness, peace, vitality, satisfac-
tion, love, fulfillment, and security.

Don't enly weak or really messed-up people
go to therapy?
Funmy, isn’t 1t Smari people use professional
consultants all the time: personal trainers, financial
advisors, nutritionists, interior designers, tax
consultants. We never think of going to a financial
advisor as weak, do we? On the contrary
Generally, the people who [ see in my office are
business and professional people who are doing
well in most aspects of their lives. Some come for
assistance working through a particular crisis
death, divorce, ending relationships, etc. Others
have found that they are “'stuck™ in their personal

growth, [il'..iln_L; themselves in the same counter-
productive cyeles, but unable to come up with a
new approach, not knowing what 1o do to progress
1o the next stage of personal fulfillment

My clients expect excellence and richness from
life. and are unwilling to settle for less. When they
want more from a particular area of life, want to
be happier or do better with relationships, or when
something becomes problematic, rather than waste
time, they consult an expert. Does this sound weak
or messed up?!

How can individual or couples counseling
benefit you and your relationships?

The experienced therapist teaches you how to
get the most from your therapy. With my broadly
based background, I access a varied repertoire of

Ready to start having more out of your life?

Tony Carroll, LCsSwW

Psychotherapy and Counseling for Individuals and Couples

therapy styles from which to crall a therapeutic
approach uniguely tailored to help your personal-
ity style grow and thrive

I started my practice in 1988 with the expressed
he GLBT community. | became
say therapist in Houston, and
have since had the greatly satisfying opportunity
of working with chients in their journey toward
happy and fulfilling lives.

Today 1 offer psychotherapy and counsel-

desire of serving t

the second openly

ing uniguely tailored to gay, lesbian, hisexual
and transgender adults and couples. 1 also offer
workshops and seminars about relationship 1ssues
for both single people and couples.

1006 Missouri St. Houston, Texas 77006 « (713) 527-0000

Tony@HoustonTherapist.com

Anxicty, Depression, Mood Disturbances, Intimacy, Relationship, Family Concerns, Coming-Out, Sexuality, Identity lssues,

Loss, Griel, Transition, Growth, Abuse,

Addiction, Anger, Conflict Resolution, Seli=Esteem, Self-Confidence, Achievement




“m continued from page 14

| PROGRESSIVE DINNER RETURNS APR. 30

fter the event was canceled last
vear, the annual Progressive
Dinner benefit returns on April 30,
hosted by AssistHers and Uncommon

a meal. Proeeeds will benefit both
organizations, AssistHers provides in-
heme care for lesbians with chronie or
disabling illnesses. Uncommon Legacy

supports the lesbian community
through academic scholarships
and grants. Tickets: 713/521-4628,
www.assisthers.org.

“} Longevity Centre of Houstol

¢ Leaders in Anti-Aging Medicine

Open Thurday Until 8 PM.

FURRER (JJACOT

Legacy Houston. The planners include
(1-r) Kris Mc¢Garvey, Elizabeth
McClane, Sandy Clough, and Sydnee
White. For the event, guests will
travel by bus to four residences for

YVONME FEE

Specializing in Unique Bands
Individually styled, handcrafted and Swiss made -
since 1858
SIMPLY THE FINEST!

| WUJ Marks

CAMP HELPS CAMP

On April 10, Depila Debris (below) will
present a fundraising show for the spring
INVL PWA Campout. The Debris Debacle, 5
p.m. at Mary's, will also star Depila’s sibling
performers, the Debris Sisters, Her alter

ego, Joel Ieenhower, is a long-time volunteer
with the biannual eampouts for gay men
living with HIV/AIDS, established by the late
Lady Victoria Lust (Marvin Davis). The next |
campout is April 15-17 at Buzzard’s Peak,

30 miles southeast of Temple. Info: John
Szewcezyk, campout coordinator, 713/629-6615,
texdever@hotmail.com.

Call now and learn how to...
* |[ncrease lean muscle mass
* |mprove sexual vigor :
* Look & feel younger 1
* Improve your overall health

et e e e Ul

3841 Bellaire Blvd. - Houston, TX. 77025 - 713-668-5000
2623 Town Center Blvd. * Sugar Land, TX. 77479 - 281-275-5000
Mon.- Sat. 10 -6 - Thu, 10-9

713-522-4037

LongevityHousten.com

BANNED SINGERS HIT HOUSTON

Jﬂsnn and deMarco, the openly gay singing duo recently banned from
& Singapore concert, will perform on April 17 as part of the Bering
Memorial United Methodist Church AprilFest. In addition to the 7 p.m.,
concert, the annual spring Bering events will include an April 8 and 9
rummage sale and the popular pancake breakfast and carnival on April 30.
In March, the Singapore government denied a request by a gay
Christian group to hold an AIDS charity coneert on April 3, asserting that
the planned performance of Jason and deMarco, who sing spiritual pop,
would flout the public interest because they celebrate a “gay lifestyle,”
according to a government spokesperson.

Come in and ask for John Hays

COURTESY JOfL EXFNHCRWER
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LeftOut

by Daryl Moore

LIFE LESSON

For Congress and the president, the “culture of life” doesn’t apply to everyone

hen is the last time anyone can
remember Congress working
overtime on Palm Sunday to
pass a piece of legislation? Or, when ig the
last time anyone can remember George W,
Bush cutting a Crawford-ranch vacation
short to get back to Washington to sign a
piece of legislation late on a Sunday night?
How about never!
What
Congress and the president to act so
what

happened to engage the

unusually? Terri Schiavo is
happened. The woman who has been in a
[,1+-1'.~=i.l-'L¢-.>n1 vegetative state (according to
her doctors) since 1990 was about to be
allowed to die. After 15 years, more than
a dozen state-court :'lm‘ismn:.-'. the
intervention of Jeb Bush and the Florida
legislature, and an unsuccessful attempt
by the U.S. Congress to subpoena Mrs,
Schiave to appear before a congressional

committee to keep her alive, a Florida

Boot Camp

& Endurance

& Self-Discipling

to participate, and

18 APRIL 20056 QutSmart

HOUSTON GYM 3
WANTS YOU! L&

For a Marine-Style
This 6-WEEK COURSE focuses on:
= Strength-Building

Be the best that you can be!

You don't have to be a member

/s not loo
fate fo join in/Register Today!

Call now for details
113-880-9191

HOUSTON GYM

1501 Durham Street
www.houstongym.com

state-court judge ordered her feeding
tube removed.

And just when it finally appeared that
Mrs. Schiave's life would end—which is
what she would want, according to her
husband
step of passing a piece of legislation on a
Sunday for the sole purpose of keeping Mrs.
Schiavo alive. And Bush canceled the rest
of his vacation to fly back to the White

Congress took the extraordinary

House to sign that legislation late on a
Sunday might.

After signing the legislation, Bush
explained that “Congress came together to
give Terri Schiavo’'s parents another
gpportunity to save their daughter’s life.”
He added, “In extraordinary circumstances
like this, it is wise to always err on the side
of life.” Really?

The idea that Congress and the
president are attempting to promote a
“culture of life” is laughable. If they wanted

M
Personaliz

il |
.'l

I N T
Service Gatering to YOUR Automotive Needs

Engine Repair » Suspension & Steering
Heating & A/C » Brakes & ABS Systems
Emissions Control Systems + Tune-Ups

w)

BOBBY HARTING

to promote a culture of life, they would
work weekends to end hunger in America,
and Bush would cut short vacations to
make sure that no child goes to bed hungry
in a land thal produces more food than its
own citizens can eat.

Can anyone imagine what Congress and
the president might achieve if they ap-
proached real problems that affect millions
of Americans the same way they've
approached this sensational case that
affects exactly one person?

[ would like for the Congress and the
president to explain why they will work
weekends and cancel vacations for the
possibility of saving the hfe of a woman
whom doctors say does not even know she
is alive. I would like for the Congress and
the president to explain why they're so

concerned that this woman might starve if

her feeding tube is removed when one out

ed on page 20

—
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“Bobby always gets it RIGHT
the FIRST time. His honest
estimates, affordable service,
and ottention to detail
have created a reputation of
INTEGRITY for over 20 years.

TechAuto Maintenance is my
QUALITY auto repair guarantee.”

B ’ Alan Davidson

Owner, Essential Touch

37 Waugh Dr. = Houston, TX
713.863.82494

Guaranteed Parts & Service » 24 HR Towing: 713.462.9945

TOO PARTISAN

OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

With its new director, the Human Rights Campaign moves farther to the left

here's nothing wrong with Demo-

crats heading gay-rights groups

even in this Republican age. But

the Human Rights Campaign’s new leader,

Joe Solmonese, is among the most parti-

san Democrats ever hired by a “nonparti-

san” national gay political group. While he

may surprise us, Solmonese starts with

a huge deficit in credibility and influence

in Washington, D.C. That’s bad for the
movement

With the federal government now firmly

in the grips of conservative Republicans,

HRC continues to move left. Lasi year HRC

made error after error in this vein: ap-

pointing as its executive director Cheryl

Jacques, a Massachusetts Democratic

legislator whose tenure lasted barely longer
than the process to seleect her; endorsing
John Kerry for president so early, it lost
any hope to influence his campaign;
backing transgender inclusion in a federal

employment law that would kill the bill;
and endorsing a Democratic challenger
over Arlen Specter, a senior gay-friendly
Republican who is now chairman of the
critically important Senate Judiciary
Committee. And now Solmonese.

Not long ago HRC was managed compe-
tently and smartly, growing in size and
power. In the 1990s and continuing through
2003, under the leadership of Elizabeth
Birch, HRC could usually be eounted on to
represent the whole gay community, includ-
ing Republicans and independents. Its lob-
bying, its rhetoric, and its hiring of staff
reflected a reality obvious to all but the
most obtuse: that gay equality will never
be secure if we work only with one party
while ignoring or blindly opposing the one
iT POWET.

While most of its money and its endorse-
ments understandably went to Democrats,
HRC supported gay-friendly Republicans

Absolute
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in hotly contested races even when liberal
Democrats ran against them, as when the
group endorsed Al D'Amato over Chuck
Schumer for the Senate in 19968. The gay
left squawked about that, but HRC never
wobbled. As the Specter race showed, it is
inconceivable that HRC would take a simi-
lar stand today.

Prior to coming to HRC, Solmonese
worked exclusively to elect Democratic
candidates. According to Federal Election
Commission records obtained by gay
activist Michael Petrelis, Solmonese has
donated thousands of dollars to Democratic
candidates but not one dime to any Republi-
ean, no matter how pro-gay.

Solmonese spent the last 12 years
working for Emily’s List, a fundraising
group devoted solely to electing female
Demuocratic candidates who support abor-
tion rights. So if you're a male Democrat
who supports abortion rights, you get —
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of every eight children in America under
the age of 12 goes to bed hungry every
night, and when someone in the world dies
of starvation every 3.6 seconds,

But they can’t explain it because it
doesn’t make any sense except in the world
of politics, where perception means
everything and reality means nothing. The
perception the politicians are promoting is
that they value life. The reality is that their
palitical aets don’t reflect it.

Personally, | think Congress and the
president overstepped their bounds and
injected themselves for political reasons
into an issue that should be left to the
states and to the families of individuals like
Mary Schiavo. But I appreciate that this
is an issue that reasonable individuals can
disagree about. What no one can disagree
about is that there are millions of children
who go to bed hungry every night and who
are undisputedly aware of it.

What about those starving individuals?
Why can't Congress and the president
promote a culture of life for them? What's
so special about Terri Schiavo?

Writing from the liberal side, Houston attorney

Daryl Moore has

board eertified in ci

continued from previous page

e an f|rl 1]

practi

i appeflate law.

no money. If you're a female Republican
who supports abortion rights, you get
nothing. But if you're antigay and support
abortion rights and you're a female
Democrat, Emily’s List loves you.

An example of the latter is the support
given by Emily’s List, under Solmonese’s
leadership, to Inez Tanenbaum, a pro-
choice Democrat who ran for a Senate seat
last year in South Carolina. It did not
matter to Solmonese’s group that
Tanenbaum supported a constitutional
amendment banning gay marriage, the
very worst thing a candidate could do right
now on the issue of gay equality

Perhaps that's all in Solmonese's past,
a necessary bow to the priorities of his old
boss, and he will now adjust to the needs
of his new employer. Fair enough, though
this well-known track record won't help
when he comes calling in Republican
congressional offices.

There are more reasons to be concerned.
Announcing his appointment, HRC’s press
release included the obligatory paean to

bipartisanship. But this was overwhelmed

by an emphasis on how “progressive”

Solmonese is. (Progressive is now code
language for that unspeakable thing,
“liberal.”) HRC informs us that he led
“efforts to elect progressive candidates.” He
made Emily’s List “the nation’s foremost
progressive electoral powerhouse.” HRC
quotes one supporter as praising him for a
“tireless drive to create a more progres-
sive America.”

A Republican president just won
another four-year term. The GOP has won
seven out of the last 10 presidential
elections. Republicans have won majorities
in the House of Representatives in six
consecutive national elections. The
Republican Senate majority grew in 2004
and is coming close to the super-majority
needed to ram through anything it wants.
The federal courts have become so
conservative that liberal academics are
starting to talk about the virtues of
democracy. In this climate, it is not a
political asset in Washington to be a
foremost progressive.

That is, it's not a political asset if
one wants to appeal to both parties, But
that may not be what Solmonese, or
HRC, want.

Here is Solmonese, quoted in the
Washington Post, introducing himself to
the world as a gay leader: “This struggle
that we're in in this country right now is
not just for GLBT Americans but for all
progressives.”

Mark that well. Solmonese wants to
work for “all progressives.” He sees himself
leading the wheole struggle of the
proletariat. It's not just gay rights he
wants, but a better world as defined by
the left.

That’s his right. But HRC once repre-
sented “all gays,
progressives, and did so in a way that
appealed to both parties, not just to the

some of whom are not

progressive one: With the appointment of
Solmonese, it is much harder for HRC to
present itself as nonpartisan. Indeed, it
now barely pretends to be.

The gay-rights movement needs
effective political advocacy in Washington,
80 we must wish Solmonese and HRC the
best. But we do so in the way one wishes
the best to the unrepentant drunkard as
he pours another.

Writing from the conservative side, Dale
Carpenter began his column for OutSmart in
1994, when he lived in Houston. Now residing
in Minneapolis, Carpenter is a University nf
Minnesota Law School professor.
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InsideQut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

IT'S THAT TIME

Houston politicians hit the campaign trail once again

rees are budding, azaleas are bloom-
ing, days last longer. What a great
time of year . . . unless you're a Hous-
ton politician.

Yes, I used the P word. I admit it. What
choice do 1 have when Houston forees pub-
lic officials to saddle up and hit the cam-
paign trail every two vears?

Campaign season officially started Feb-
ruary 1. That's the day candidates can be-
gin raising money for the city’s November
election, It seems like only yvesterday 1 was
campaigning.

There are atl\l'g't.yr-! t‘,\'(‘t‘})T"l\'mR, but for a
candidate with no name identification it
takes at least $250,000 to run a successful
at-large City Council campaign and more
to run for city controller
there's a serious opponent. (I raised and
spent $300,000 in my first council race in
1997, then raised $700.000 for controller
in 2003.)

, especially if

It takes $25,000 just to open the eam-
paign doors—for office rent, phone, utilities,
office manager, printing, postage, insurance.
Big expenditures like television advertising
and large mailouts separate serious candi-
dates from well-intentioned also-rans.

As summer gets hotter, campaigns cool
down. Not many people want to think about
local elections in the summer. Candidates
quietly go about their work, attending as
many events as possible, talking to voters
about issues, and raising money. That
doesn’t just mean fundraisers and hiring the
right campaign manager. Thal means doz-
ens and dozens of phone calls asking for
money—not at all my favorite pastime,
which I eall “Dialing for Dollars” or “Smile
and Dial.”

By Labor Day, serious campaigns are in high
gear. Some voters may think campaign sea-

son is just kicking off, but filing deadline s
only a few weeks away. Any candidate who
waits this late to start campaigning is na-
ive, rich, or jumping into the race because
the frontrunner has problems.

Press coverage picks up as candidate fo-
rums and endorsement meetings fill the cal-
endar. Some candidates are already running
TV ads. In a city this large, television is just
about the only practical way to reach vot-
ers with your message and the image you're
trying to craft. But how many candidates
are really the same people you see in com-
mercials?

Behind the Smile

“Sure, I'll vote for your ordinance. What do
I get in return?” I heard this far too many
times in my six years on council from re-
spected colleagues adored by their constitu-
ents. What a different view it can be from
the inside.
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So how does the public know if they're
voting for Jekyll, Hyde, or a real public ser-
vant?

Being this informed takes a little time.
Watching an occasional council meeting (es-
pecially one with long discussions) on the
Municipal Channel lets you see your
elected officials in action and in so much
more revealing detail than newspapers or
television news can possibly show. Watch
enough council meetings and you can
separate the smart, prepared members
from the others. Better yet, watch an
occasional committee meeting. That's
where council members really let their
personalities hang out because they know
not many people are watching.

Talk to people who work for the city and
ask them about elected officials. They hear
and see all sorts of things. Go to candidate
forums during campaigns and talk face to
face with a candidate. Then see if they fol-
low up on your issues.

Many people think politicians love to
campaign. We try to look so cheerful as
we work our way around the room, shaking
as many hands as pessible. [ do love meet-
ing people and listening to their con-
cerns. And elected officials who spend
too much time in the office risk isolat-
ing themselves from the very people
they serve.

But I hate campaign season. Having to
campaign while in office is like having two

jobs, and I'm quite happy with just one.

Annise Parker is city controller and the highest
ranking openly GLBT-elected official in any of
the 10 largest U.S. cities. Her city website is www
.ct.houston.tx.us [citygouvt | controller. Parker's tele-
vision program, Money Matters, airs Monday
on the Municipal Channel (TimeWarner Cable
16) at 2 and 8 a.m. and 2 and 8 p.m.

HUBBARD

Financial Services, Inc.
Kathy Hubbard EA

+ Income Tax Service

+ Past Dug & Out-0i-State Retums

* |RS Problems Resolved

* Business Bookkeeping & Tax Retums
+ Estates: Trusts & Gift Retums

« Non-Profit Compliance Constilting

(713) 522-9000

Fax: (713) 526-6588
2615 Montrose Blvd.
Houston, Texas 77006

One Block off Westheimer at the comer of Montrose and California

Sofas

Bedrooms

Dining Rooms

Home Office

Lamps

Chandeliers

Oil Paintings

Armoires

Sink Vanities

Crystal

Mirrors

Painted Fumniture

Bars

Bedding

Collectibles

Tapestries

Accent Furnirure

Asian Annques

And More..,

WE'RE EXPANDING!
300,000 SQ. FT.

STACRES

IT’S AN EYPERIENCE... FABULOUS FURNITURE,

ENTERTAINMENT & FUN ALL ROLLED INTO ONE!
The Brandon Shopping Experience Is About To Become Even Bigger!
We Are Expanding To An Unbelievable
300,000 Square Feet. Brandon

Home Will Be The Largest Home
Design Complex In Texas! On Top
Of Representing Some Of The Most
Respected Names In The Industry,
We Also Feature The Largest Fine Art
& Exotic Rug Collections In The U.S.!
All At Savings From 30%-70% OFF
TRADITIONAL FURNITURE STORES.

Deon’t Miss Onur Museum Show
“MILESTONES FOR PEACE” MarcH 1sTTO APRIL 30TH

A unique exhibition of artists,
poets, clergymen and world
leaders expressing their
commitment to world peace
on Jerusalem Stones.

m

FinE FURNITURE, ACCESSORIES, ART AND RUGS

T\ 8648 GLENMONT
‘\ HO

USTON -+ 713.785.7888

Just East Of Fondren Between Harwin & Westpark

120,000 5Q. FT.
WAREHOUSE O N
warstioust or v (N

SUNDAYS 11AM TO 6PM = M-S 10AM TO 6PM

OutSmart

APRIL 2006 23




L -

‘_“_.—____
o

Actor Alan

debuting on
Showtime this
month, Bush,
being queer,
and much
more

by Blase DiStefano
Photos by Paul Michaud

Ramming it: Alan Cumming as Goat
Man in Reefer Madness, a Showlime
original movie musical which pre-
miered at the Sundance Film Festival.
Reefer Madness debuts on Showlime
on Saturday, April 16, at 7 p.m.

Inser: Cumming with a reefer.
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en | answered
Alan Cumming’s
phone call and
asked where he
was, he told me he was in
New York. He sounded like he
had the sniffles, so I asked
him if he was okay. He re-
plied that he was just cold,
that he was having trouble
dialing my number, that he
was walking his dogs, that he
was dealing with “dog poop,”
and that there was snow on
the ground. And he related all

_ of this information in his

P

w Scottish accent. I'm a

- sucker for accents.

That accent is not-at-all
obvious in his films. Check
out Cirele of Friends (1995),
Romy and Michele’s High
School Reunion (1997),
Urbania (2000), The Anniver-
sary Party (2001), X2: X-Men
United (2003), and any of his
30-or-so other films.

Cumming has also
appeared on many TV pro-
grams, including the ex-
tremely queer 1999 Disney
version of Annie with costars
Kathy Bates, Kristin
Chenoweth, Victor Garber,
and Audra MacDonald. Many
of us have been on pins and
needles waiting for Mr. and
Mr. Nash, a long-rumored
series based on Hart to Hart,
the "70s crime caper that
starred Robert Wagner and
Stefanie Powers. Cumming
as half of an interior decorat-
ing couple—both men—who
stumbles upon murders?
Cumming gives us the latest
scoop on the show’s future.
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Then there’s Cumming-the Fragrance,
which was launched in February. What's
Cumming like in a bottle? See sidebar on
opposite page.

At press time, Cumming was to have
received the Vito Russo Award at the March
28 GLAAD Media Awards in New York City
Named after a founding member of GLAAD
and author of The Celiuloid Closet, the Vito
Russo Award is presented to an openly les-
bian, gay, or bisexual member of the enter-
tainment or media community for out-
standing contributions toward eliminating
homophobia.

For more Cumming, read on.

Blase DiStefano: You originally starred in
Cabaret in London. Did it differ much from
the 1998 Broadway revival?
Alan Cumming: It was basically the same
style and same production, but the Broad-
way production was fuller. [To his dog:
Honey, wateh out.] Sorry, hang on. [Come
here!] Sorry

Sam Mendes di
rected it only in Lon-
don, and then Rob
Marshall co-directed
it with him in New
York. So it had the
-::!l"l'f'\'lh-ﬂ' |1ll| 1t was
a bit more bigger and
better

And your character,
the emcee, was basi-
cally the same?
Basically. I think I
was better in New
York. I think I was
not so confident in
London

In the middle: Alan Cumming [center] won a
Tony Award in 1998 for his role as the emcee
in the Broadway revival of Cabaret. Cum-
ming is pictured here sandwiched between
Michael O'Donnell and Erin Hill.

In the Broadway
version, you pulled
members of the au-
dience to dance on
stage with you. Does one stand out?
[Laughs] Well, we did it hundreds of times.
I once picked out Walter Cronkite. He was
the most famous one

And he handled it well?
He was great. It was a joke on me, ‘cause |
didn't know who he was. When | recognized
his name, I was like “o000.”
I picked someone who was actually Ger-
nan and started speaking to me in German.
That was kind of embarrassing.

A nice segue from Cabaret would be your
duet with Liza Minnelli on “Baby, It's Cold
Qutside” [en the CD Home for the Holi-
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days]. How did that come about?
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS 15 a
really great organization, and they asked
me if 1 would be on this record they were
doing. | don't like singing very much, so |
thought I'd rather do a duet than sing on
my own. [ know Liza, and so it was actually
my assistant at the time who said, Why
don't you ask her? He even suggested doing
that song, so it was all his fault

It worked out well.
I know. I really like it. It's so funny. It makes
me laugh every time [ hear it

Broadway Cares is a really great organi-
zation, and that’s one of many that you're
involved in. You trekked the Great Wall of
China, and that was for the American Foun-
dation for AIDS Research. How was that
compared to your average everyday ex-
istence?

[Laughs] Lack of showering. I guite liked
that actually. We didn’t shower from Tues-
day merning to Fri-
day night. I liked it.
don’t
normally eamp

Camping
in a tent

[Laughs]

What [ really liked
best about it was get-
ting to know all
those people. You're
flung into this very
out-of-your-comfort-
zone experience. And
you just have to get
\ N on with it and get on

\r = met some really nice
w people. (That re-

minds me—someone

with each other. I

e-mailed me the
other day and I need
to call him back.)

And I love going
to other cultures where you feel so alien,
And exercise that much.

You did get a /ot of exercise, didn’t you?
That was a long walk.

We walked for a week. It was really hilly,
like being on a Stairmaster,

(My dog is sitting on top of a bench, and
this dog under the bench is sniffing another
dog's bum. It's so funny.)

We got to find out a lot about China and
AIDS, and it's out of control. It was really
fascinating to see how they're dealing with
that.

The next one they [American Founda-
tion for AIDS Research] are doing is in Viet-

nam, Thev're trying to focus on different
areas in Asia that need the publicity as well
as the money.

How did you become inveolved in Crusaid
[Britain’s national fundraiser for HIV/
AIDS]?

Originally in Glasgow. I was in a Scottish
branch of it, but that was in about 1986.

That's when AIDS .

It was when it hit Glasgow or hit Scotland
or hit Britain. It was Crusaid in London,
and they had the Scottish branch of it,
that was when I kind of got invelved.

You were pretty young then.
I was. I was young and impressionable.

Was that when you started doing stand-up?
Kind of concurrently when I was doing caba-
ret sketches at drama school, I started this
stand-up thing with this other boy. We ac
tually did a lot of things for Crusaid as well
It was called Victor and Barry. We did that
in Scotland. We did that
for quite a few years and did our own show
on TV in Scotland.

uite a lot actually

So you're pretty comfortable with stand-
up and being in front of people?

l don't know if comfortable is the word. |
used to actually love the thrill of it. [ just
did trapeze last week, and I love it. I miss
that kind of fun in making films, I did this
thing for Comedy Central last vear . . .

Out on the Edge?

Yeah. That was like doing my stand-up rou-
tine again. I really liked that. I'd like to do
some more stuff like that.

In Out on the Edge you seemed comfort-
able.

Making speeches and things I find really
nerve-racking. I get these awards, and I'm
racked with nerves, when you're just speak-
ing as yourself.

1 get really nervous before interviews. And
it's silly ‘cause I've interviewed so many
people.

Of course,
vous, and you'd think I wouldn't be nervous

you'd think you wouldn't be ner-

because I've been on stage so many times,
but still, And I do a talk show, and I get re-
ally nervous,

But once you're out there, it's okay?
Yeah.

I saw you on The Daily Show, and that was
great.
Thank you.

Skirt? Kilt?: Cumming hosted Out on the Edge,
a gay comedy show on Comedy Central. As a
hostess should, he changed his hairdo many
times throughout the evening.

Cumming in his diva pose.
Inser: Cumming caresses
his dog Honey.

That was so much fun, because you were
on the show to promote Son of the Mask,
but | think Jon Stewart asked you one ques-
tion about that, and then the rest of the in-
terview was all about Cumming-the
Fragrance. It was great.

He’s lovely. I really like his show. The
Cumming people are so happy because [ got
all that extra press.

[Dogs bark.] Are you still walking the
dogs?
Yeah.

What are their names?
One’s called Honey—the bigger ane—and
the one I'm holding, whao's shivering now, is
called Leon, It's short for Napoleon. Honey
is in the ad campaign for Cumming, actu-
ally [see sidebar below].

You’ve come out as bisexual. Does that la-
bel bother you?

Not really. I sort of think in a way that when
I was discussing it, I wanted to say it's a

gray area for me. It wasn't black and white.

feel a lot of the time people close them
selves off to certain experiences. | oceasion
ally have sexual relations with a young lady
I still find women attractive, but | have a
hoyfriend, and I have sex with big fat men
[Both laugh] I like the word clear.

Clear?
ueer. With the bisexual thing, yeah, I still
find women attractive. I don’t feel I'm like

a gay man who's repelled by women, or the

whiske
white trutfle. « Around the 22

idea of a vagina is horrific. So that’s what
that’s about. I have a boyfriend, and I es-
sentially am gay, but for me it's important
to sayv that’s what it is. Everyone wants you
to be one thing or the other. And for me,
it isn't,

What was your childhood like?

[ grew up in a very remote area of Scotland.
My dad was a forester, and we grew up in a
country estate. So it was kind of remote and
a bit weird. It wasn't particularly happy. It
was gort of strict and a stuck-in-the-middle-
of-nowhere thing.

Do you still keep in touch with your parents?
| keep up with my mom. I don't see my dad

When did you move from Scotland?

[ moved from Scotland in about '88 or '89. |
did a play that transferred to the Royal
Court Theatre in London from Edinburgh,
s0 that’s when | first went to London. I lived
there for about 10 years, and I still have an
apartment there.

The main reason we’'re supposed to be
doing this interview is for Reefer Madness.
Is there any way you wouldn't have read
that script? The idea of a musical of Reefer
Madness is just . ..

It's fantastic. [ couldn't believe it. Just hi-
larious. I read it in Australia when [ was
finishing Son of the Mask. | was like, I can't
wait for (.-"a. offices to open up and get the
time zone right to go to the Irf.‘frj."in' and say

how much I want to do this. —

tWhmﬁnmmMB«lﬁ.m tells @ person that you have Gumming on. The websile
-mmwﬂlﬂthﬁammm rfars (o a “fragranca with top noles of bargamot, biack papper, scotch pine,
. 60re notes of sigar, heather, Dougas fir, rubber; base notes of leather, hightand mud, peat fire, and
85, Cumming was highly rated: “There's & hint of cigar .. . befors it’s

.mmmmmmﬂmmmmmmmmmmmm It has a very clean smell’
*| thought it was warm and woodsy." “The smell isn't fake like many fragrances. It's light and not overpowering." And

although men created i, they say, “We think of this as the first ‘beyond gender’ fragrance. We wanted to show the
world that fragrance can be sexy, fun, and mischievous, all of which sum up lan and Cumming—the fragrance.”

OutSmart APRIL 2006 27




continued from pravious page

So you could tell from the script, right?
Yeah. Actually, I hadn’t heard the songs at
that point, but I didn't care. The songs are
absolutely great. It's the tone and biting
satire—that’s what drew me to it.

It's going to cause a lot of controversy. If

you were to analyze it, in one way it's of-
fending so many people. It clears the board,
and everyone's offended equally. Jesus
comes down and sings a song. He sings a
song exhorting a boy not to smoke pot.
Lots of things do happen. It's just mock-
ing that whole climate of fear that we're
encouraged to live in right now.

Have you seen the original film?
I watched it before I shot the movie. I

couldn't believe it. Surprising how much of

the dialogue is similar.

It’s really fun. So the goat man in Reefer
Madness, the emcee in Cabaret, and the
Nightcrawler in X-Men 2: Are you getting
used to all that excessive makeup?

It’s pretty horrific.

Is it really time consuming?
The goat man wasn't, but it is such a laugh
with big horns sticking out of my head. Ev-
ervone was all dressed up for that scene.
Everyone had hardly anything on.
Nightcrawler took four hours a day just
for my face. Four hours early before
everyone else on the set, and I was on the
set for for months. | was exhausted, and
my skin was horrific. It was horrible, I mean
horrible.

And aren’t you deoing the X-Men 3?
Yeah. [Both laugh]

Since we were talking about Reefer Mad-
ness and the climate, what do you think of
Bush?

I think he's awful. It's an abomination. It’s
frightening. Every day he does more things.
I couldn’t believe when he got back in again.
America’s teachers are afraid to teach the
theory of evolution because of fears of get-
ting sued by parents. Stickers on books. 1t's
a horrible time in American history, He's
played on people's fears and people’s preju-
dices and encouraged bigots to be more vo-
cal in order to stay in power. It's not the time
to be gay in America. I bet gay bashings have
gone up recently.

Should | even mention his gay marriage
amendment?

Because of this horrible thing, people say
stuff like, *Well, if you let gay people get
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Cumming (r) with Dan Futterman in Urbania

(2000).

Cumming (r) with Halle Berry in X2: X-Men
United (2003).

married, what's next—marrying their pets?”
Absolutely disgusting.

But 1 can understand if you think wed-
ding/marriage is a straight thing. I get that.
I really do. But as a civil rights issue, people
who are partners and who pay their taxes
don't have the same civil rights as straight
people. That's what's most important. That's
what's galling. And I really don't think nec-
essarily that gay people should absolutely
want to ape a straight ritual, but instead
make up one for themselves,

[To Honey: Stop it. Stop it. Good girl.]

Speaking of “partners,” what's the latest
news on Mr. & Mr. Nash?
It's absolutely dead. Dead in the water.

No!

[ know. It's terrible. It's like a big car crash.
It was such a great idea. Personality clashes
and watering down and pissing the studio
off—it was like watching a bad TV movie.
They said they weren't going to make a pi-
lot and, frankly, I was glad, because at that
point I thought the pilot was so watered
down, T was kind of ashamed of it.

What a bummer.
I know. I met the two writers who originally
were attached to it. They were so fantastic.
It was so wicked and good. It would have
been a great thing.

It’'s kind of horrible to draw a compos-
te, but it all happened as Bush got re-
elected and the whole gay-moral-values is
one of his fears. It's hard not to think that
that was part of what was in some people's
arily the studio’s—but
some of the people in the process got really
freaked out by certain things, like they
didn’t want us to wake up in the same bed.

minds—not necess

That's a real shame "cause it’s really time
for it.

I know | have time for only a couple
more gquestions, so let’s say you're
stranded on a desert island and you can
have only one movie with you. What would
it be?

Waiting for Guffman. I love that film. I've
watched it so many times, but it always
makes me laugh.

Last question. You’re still on that island,
and you can have only one person with
you. Not a friend, lover, or relative. Who
would it be?

Liza. We'd never be able to get the coconuts
down from the trees, but we'd both laugh
our tits off.

Blase DiStefana interviewed Sharon Gless for
our May 2004 issue.

Make Jesus part
of your family..
we did!
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With a full slate of events in Houston and Galveston,

by Syd R

APRIL 2005 OutSmart

dlocked male of
s authenticity in

cian would calculate that no Pride parade
prototype delivers services to the totality of
God’s human gay garden. So the creative
forces of Houston Splash envisioned our
burning need and submitted the recipe to
soothe our thirst by putting Houston's
distinctive, indelible stamp on Black Gay
Pride. This May, planners seem determined
to get us soaking wet with soul-shaking
musie, intimate mixers and family outings.
Get ready! Black Pride is in a furious, flirty
renaissance across the nation from Cali-
fornia’s At the Beach, San Diego’s Ebony
Pride, and Chicago’s Montrose celebrations.
In the backyard of H-town, Derick Miles,
president of Houston Splash, and vice
president, Sean Dawson, are the two vision-
aries rebirthing Pride into Houston for 2005.

Beach boy: The Island party brings out creative
costumes. The preferred color this year: purple.

BE—————— —

the annual African-American Pride celebration turns 10

JUMP INTO SPLASH

With the theme “Rebirth of Pride” for its
10th-anniversary celebration, Houston
Splash has scheduled six days of roof-
rocking events. These are a few—find the
complete schedule at
www.houstonsplash.com.

Strip Down-n-H-town

Thursday, May 5, 10 p.m.-3 a.m.

Club Inergy is the site. Promises the
Splash website: “Anything involving baby
oil, G-strings, and whip cream is sure to
make any strong man or woman. . .
scream!” Hmm. Special guest MC is
Harmonica Sunbeam from New York.

Sapience Magazine Welcome Reception
Friday, May 6, 5-9 p.m.

The monthly online magazine for LGBT
African Americans
(www,sapiencemagazine.com), based here
in Houston, and Splash welcome the flock
at the Sheraton Brookhollow, the host
hotel. Dominique Rashad and her Urban
Lounge Mini-Review from Atlanta will
perform.

Independance Vol. 10

Friday, May 6, 10 p.m.-4 a.m.

“Prepare to sweat at our 10th annual
kickoff party,” warns the Splash website.
The site: The Meridian, the new
downtown club venue. DJ Sedrick from

Washington, D.C., and DJ Chris from L.A.

will spin the hip-hop, rap, and R&B.

Family Day @ Celebration Station

. Saturday, May 7, noon-3 p.m.

For the first time, Splash presents an

event for youngsters and their GLBT
parents. There will be free food,
beverages, and game tokens for the kids.

Isiand Invasion Beach Party

Sunday, May 8, noon—-6 p.m.

On East Beach, the preferred color this
year is purple. To mark the 10th year of
Splash, the organizers and Sapience
Magazine will present four $500 book
scholarships to college students in honor
of the late Clifford Hunter, Splash co-
founder.

SWEET, SOUTHERN EXPOSURE
Hold on to your jockstraps, boys, there’s
more. Some welecomed female diversity is
offered with the SICs, Sisters in Charge.
The Southern Exposure is an annual
event for lesbian women, held in conjunc-
tion with the Houston Black Pride. Sisters
are indeed doing it fabulously for them-
selves. The Southern Exposure specifi-
cally sprinkles an optional array of casual
but elegant activities for members of the
black lesbian community who prefers to
escape the lively throw party scene.

Riding in cars with girls: Autos-allowed East Beach
is the site of the Island Invasion event.
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The Southern Exposure events
are inclusive and conducive to all
adult age groups. There are four
events scheduled:

Feline Friday

Friday, May 6,10 p.m.-3 a.m.

Guests should wear all-black attire.
Dance the night away at The House
of Finesse to the tomeat sounds of DeJ
Tommy L.

The Night of 500 Women Dance:
The Southern Exposure Explosion!
Saturday, May 7, 9 p.m.-2 a.m.

DJ Tommy L will be the master of
ceremonies, and there will be an
elegant buffet at Rodeaux for elegant
women, in an elegant setting,

The Sand-less Beach Party

Texas Luau

Sunday, May 8, 3-7 p.m.

For those who do not go to the big
beach party, there will be a lavish,
tropical buffet, tropical drink
specials, and plenty of hula-hoopla at
The House of Finesse.

Texas Luau Remix— After Beach
Mixer
Sundsy, May 8, 7 p.m.-midnight
The party continues. Quench your
thirst with a cool, tropical drink and
taste the flavors of the rice and peas,
jerk chicken, Aloha wings, sweet and
sour chicken with jasmine rice. Kick
the sand from your feet and dance to
the sounds of Kahuna DJ Tommy L.
A percentage of the proceeds from
Southern Exposure (www.southern
exposure,org) events will support a
nonprofit group within the lesbian
community, says event planner and
coordinator Asha Zawadi, an event
planner and caterer who owns a firm
called Ask Asha!

RAISE THE ROOF

Fresh Start Church dives in with a
splash and spiritual spitfire, Pastor
Jeffrey Campbell. From Campbell’s
lips to your ears, he shares his
enthusiasm on the upcoming events:
“God spoke to me in the year 2000
clearly stating that I would one day
pastor His people. It was not until I
helped organize and preached at the
first-ever Splash Worship Experience
in 2004 that I completely accepted
what God was calling me to do,
particularly in the African-American
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GLBT community. It's time that we take
the opportunity to embrace the reality
that our sexuality and spirituality ean
truly co-exist without shame or guilt.”
Campbell and Fresh Start (which
regularly worships on Sunday afternoons
at the Houston GLBT Community Center)
will present two events during Splash:

Ready to splash: Houston
Splash president Derick
Miles (I) and vice president
Sean Dowson pose at Club
Bartini, site of the April 10
Mr. and Miss Bartini contest,
hosted by Cookie LaCobak.

Proro sy Steven Davip

9

N

Punks Screening

Wednesday, May 4, 7:30 p.m

Fresh Start Church, Human Rights
Campaign Houston, and Lambda Legal
host a sereening of Patrik-lan Polk’s 2000
comedy at the Angelika Film Center in
Bayou Place downtown. Admission for two
is free with a Houston Splash pass.

Revolution Worship Experience
Sunday, May 8, 11 a.m.

Fresh Start Church hosts the Sunday-
morning service at the Sheraton
Brookhollow. Bishop Yvette Flunder, the
pastor of City of Refuge Church in San
Francisco will be guest preacher. Flunder
is the featured vocalist with Walter
Hawkins & the Hawkins Family. Leo
Radfor is Revolution Worship music
coordinator. A-men.

THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD TO
BLACK PRIDE

Achieving gay authenticity for people of
African descent is a duality that is
increasingly tricky to blend. Like many
African Americans, our sense of being
black is firmly entrenched in a separate
safe deposit box of learned awareness,
On the other hand, our links to our gay
sexuality component is a course that was
never taught successfully by our parents
or even the huge chunk of cheese, the gay
cultural monolith we love and hate with
passion.

Let’s get naked and undo the covers of
dishonesty right now. Pride is desperately
in need of rebirthing in this country. It is
becoming incredibly challenging to find
ourselves in the cosmetic collision pileup
of Pride. The news magnets become
Batman and Robin hotly gyrating, a
gaggle of gangly gargantuan drag queens
in garish wear and whoops! there goes
another protruding pectoral poking me in
the eye from the one thousand millionth
bare-chested stud. There's more skin
hanging out during Pride than at Joan
Rivers’ plastic surgeon’s office. Frankly,
my dear, there’s no Pride in it.

That’s why 1 say my grandmother
taught me how to be gay. Being the iron
magnolia she was, the woman was a
great friend with pride. She wore pride
fashionably. She wore it elegantly,
quietly, and with a gracious strength. Her
brand of pride lived inside her as Black
Southern Creole female, and no human
could whisk it away as she sashayed
down the Street of 101 Self Worth for 98
years, It was nothing she proved. It was
something she was. Her sex, her race,
and her spirit formed an easy chain of
self-identity pearls around her neck,
comfortably. Peacefully. There’s a north
star to Pride, folks. So when Pride is
within, truly within you, every human
being will know it, feel it, and bow down
to your throne with respect. Be sexy. Be
naughty. Be 110-percent gay. But wear it
exquisitely, with Pride.

Syd Rushing interviewed Vera Johnson,
AIDS Foundation Houston vice president of
elient services, for our March issue.

Island life: Photos from past Splash events courtesy Derick Miles.

Dana Baylous, an event planner and Sam Houston State University
journalism student, has announced another event during Splash
week. The Candy Shop, a private party, will take place on May 6, 10 p.m.,
at KeyStar Events Complex. Mare info: www.urbanpride.net.

Through her new venture, Baylous said she plans to produce
lesbian, gay, and bisexual events throughout the year. The next one is
an all-male party in late June or early July. Baylous, who lives in
Huntsville with her partner and five-year-old daughter, said she intends
to donate 10 percent of the proceeds from every party to AIDS
Foundation Houston.

om Ann Walton Sieber’s report on S in our May 2( &
Known as “the South's largest African-American gay/lesbian beach
weekend;” Houston Splash kicks off the black pride circuit. After
Houston Splash the first weekend in May, Gay and Lesbian Black Pride
follows in Washington, D.C., on Memorial Day weekend. Pride events then
take place in both Chicago and Los Angeles over the Fourth of July
weekend. The festivities end with Labor Day in Atlanta.

Splash began more than 20 years ago in Galveston, and was not a
specifically black event. However, according to the promoters of Houston
Splash, “as the times changed and more African-American gays attended,
the Caucasian population moved Splash to Austin

The first African-American celebration of Splash was held in 1988 at
the El Mina Shrine Temple in Galveston. In 1996, Incognito co-owners
Miles and the late Clifford Hunter formed Houston Splash, and through
the years it expanded from a day, to a weekend, to a whole week. The
number of women who participate is growing, too. Miles said about 30
percent of the crowd is female.

1'!|- = - A5
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Lanford Wilson

[Fifth of July,
Talley’s Folly),
‘who takes over
for his friend
Edward Albee in
directing new
playwrights at the
- University of
Houstan, chats

— about his career,

drag queens, and

- the Pulitzer Prize

i _by Bradley David Williams




A Life in the Theater

gvious page

hen the playwright
Lanford Wilson was
tapped last year to
take over the Edward
Albee New Playwrights Workshop
at the University of Houston, he
didn't automatically say ves.

‘T'm a gardener,” says Wilson,
whose home base is a house in Sag
Harbor, New York. “Gardening
starts about April on Long Island.”

Eventually persuaded by Albee
to take the job, Wilson is eurrently
spending his second spring in
Houston, imparting his knowledge
to the next generation of play-
wrights. Wilson, who turns 68 this
month, won the Pulitzer Prize in
1980 for Talley's Folly and was a

j.‘j‘.lfIL'!'!' in New York's off-Broadway
theater movement in the '60s, co-
founding the Cirele Repertory

Company.

Wilson’s other works, many of

which include openly gay or
implied-gay characters, include The
Mudness of Lady Bright (1964),
Balm in Gilead (1965), The Ging
ham Dog (1968 and Wilson's Broad
way debut), The Hot L Baltimare
(1971), Fifth of July (1978), Angels
Fall (1982), Burn This (1988), and
Redwood Curtain (1993)

Of Wilson's work, Albee hi
once remarked to the New York

Times, “I always look forward to his

playvs, for I know I will always learn
something about both craft and

ideas.”

Bradley David Williams: How did
this come about with you coming
to Houston to take over the
Edward Albee New Playwrights’
Workshop at UH?

Lanford Wilson: It started with
Edward calling me. His friend was
not feeling well, and Edward said,
“Lanford, can you go down and spell
me? Because I just can’t get down
there.” I hemmed and hawed and

finally said, “Sure,” because it was
Edward. You know, you don't say no

to Edward

So do you and Albee go way
back?

Yes, I go way back with Edward. In
1963, he had a thing called the
Playwrights’ Unit. He had it in
1963, 1964, 1965 . . . They changed

himself

the name every year, but I joined in 1963, He had seen
a play of mine off-off-Broadway, and they picked three
one-acts to do that year—a play of Tom Foster’s, a play
That was my
and Edward got me drunk on

a play of Sam Sheperd’s.
professional debut,
stingers so | wouldn’t have to be there and wateh the

Playing around: “I'm borrowing Harper
Lee’s quote—'Being a writer in this country,
you have to grow a tough hide,” says
Lanford Wilson, photogrophed on the
stage of the Lyndall Finley Wertham
Theatre af the University of Houston, “| had
grown such o tough hide just to protect
myself from all of the negative reviews,
seeing people walk out, and seeing people
say, ‘What a piece of shit!’ an their way out
at intermission for years.”
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demon drug, erystal methamphetamine
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‘ & . w
wving Saturday night in New York as

ywner rather than in one’s own
f

an out-of-

hometown. It was not a wise choie

course. Tina is not one to assist in making
wise choices. But it was understandable.
This abrupt decision bothered my
Joston friend. Nothing was

zaid. Y

underst

ung relation

ind, Sunday

commumnication, but my friend finally

called his new love on Monday at the

school laboratory he staffec

on the answering machine was current

friend left a mess

returned, nor would 1t ever be. The young

doctor did work

in the lab that day—and

downed a beaker of a chemical analog to

radiator fluid and convulsed to death. He

had simply stayed in the lab after drinking

the poison and was found unconscious
hours later.
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by John Royce
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erystal meth wa
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likely involved. We should all know this

Meth destroys. The drug seems to “want’

its users alone, ruined, isolated, and then

dead—and not always in that . Not
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v to understand

1at is need to hear truth
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1ot politics. Meth thrives
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It is futile to be angry at the Human

Rights Campaign or the Gay & Leshian

Alliance Against Defamation or other

activist gay organizations when lookin
truth and help in this erisis. These groups
have grown their reputations and funding
on the crisiz of AIDS and more recently

upon the donation-lucrative issue of gay

MArriage

Meth 18 Just s gutter. Ther
18 no money in it, unless you're dealing. So

the only

notice our mair
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3 into

» gven this |-]_-;.-

our community are headlines like “Crystal

Meth ]-',||i|||-::=i|' Linked to HIV Risk.” Well,

Has it seemed strange to anyone that

the post-AlDS-cocktai munity

Even gay-

has fallen strangely silent?
themed programming seems to have -'||'.i_'\

g on tired shows about tired

tired s«

stereotvpes. Wher »our cutting-edge

11y, a number of our finest

original spirits are whacking it at a sex
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our nation s young, impetuous

thrown to the DEA wolves. Sentencing for

meth possession is predictably ruthless

fective. Medical

and worse than in

journals give the feds exhaustive biologi

analysis of the drug as ammo for press

releases, but nothing about harm reduction
or rehabilitation. The result of our war on

everywhere, and we

drugs is that meth
know almost nothing about it. Meth users
need facts, not jail time or shame

The fact that drug abuse is rising in the

war on our citizens

[ae
is ominous. There is a sinister evil in meth,
and 1t 18 chewing through our population
Meth is gay crack, nothing less. The drug

was conceived by evil for evil: Meth —
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RESOURCES

In Tweakers: How Crystal Meth Is
Ravaging Gay America (Alyson),

Los Angeles-based journalist Frank
Sanello presents an
in-depth study of the
problem, drawing

on conversations
with addicts and
experts in the gay
community. This
new book includes
an extensive listing
of treatment
centers and other
resources,
Montrose Counseling
Center recently launched a
Methamphetamine Addiction
Prevention Program, which sends
peers to weekend raves with
information about crystal meth
addiction and prevention. The
counseling center partners with the
Center for Suceess and Independence
residential treatment facility for this
Program.

The chemical dependency
treatment program at Montrose
Counseling Center offers state-
licensed outpatient services.

Fees are based on a sliding scale.
More info: 713/529-0037, www.
montrosecounselingeenter.org/info/
ed. html.

A Crystal Meth Anonymous group,
[ce Breakers, meets at Montrose
Counseling Center, Room 15, at
8:15 p.m. on Wednesday. Contact:
MontroseCMA@hotmail.com.

The Lambda Center hosts a
Crystal Meth Anonymous meeting
on Saturday, 9:30 p.m. Info:
MaontroseCMA@hotmail.com,
www. lambdahouston, org.

The Pride Institute substance-
abuse treatment facility has a
location in Arlington. Info: 800/258-
2440, 800/547-7433, www.pride-
institute.com.

On the web:

* Crystal Meth Anonymous,
www.erystalmeth.org
CrystalRecovery.com,
www.crystalrecovery.com

L]

Harm Reduction Coalition,
www. harmreduction.org
Life or Meth, www. lifeormeth.com

MethAbuse net, www methabuse.net
* Tweaker.org, www.tweaker.org

originated in pre-war Japan in 1919 in a

ous page

search for a substance that would make
soldiers more aggressive and increase
stamina. Military experiments proved that
soldiers on meth were indeed capable of
long forced marches. The problem was that
sleep-deprived tweaker-soldiers could not
follow orders. Hitler himself is reputed
to have shot up with meth, which may
explain the ferocity of his increasingly
psychotic commands late in World War I1.
Meth has a pedigree of evil

Those using the drug come to know
it as a powerful and seductive foree—but
too late. Meth brings together, and then
isolates. We fail to contain this growing
threat because we are trapped in a
mindset of punishment and eompliance by
force. Magazine articles written by hurt or
irritated friends of meth users explaining
why they are abandoning the friendship
miss the point: The meth-using friend
158 cut off from normal feeling. Real life
for a meth addiet becomes inereasingly
unfriendly and unbearable. Harshness
from friends and jail time have nothing to

offer. The baggie does

In fact, harsh words and sullen
abandonment are allies of meth in the
drug’s obeervable urge to destroy. Recovery
from meth for the truly addicted is as
tough as recovery from heroin—another
factoid mostly missing from our sterile
media. Meth begins the corruption. Our
laws complete it.

IS THERE A WAV DUT?

There is an aphorism from the Roman poet
Horace: “It is vour problem when your
bor's wall is on fire.” Our neighbors’

ne

are burning all around us. Are we

too in denial to see the similarity between
the sadistic Abu Ghraib naked-hooded
prison seandals and a eryvstal-induced sex
event gone bad? This is the devil’s drug,
Meth is seeping in, rising. All it needs is
more ignorance, more hostility, more self-
righteousness,

Only one thing has been proven to heal

meth addiction—besides death—and that

is spirituality. It seems incredible, but
faith is the cornerstone of successful drug
treatment fIHHIPH.“.“'-'.HI'I Hf'lii ."'-II'I'I'(‘I‘III]I.'V
works when nothing else does. Foree
cannol solve this problem.

But Ameriea will continue using
force, because we have not learned our
lessons. There are so many examples
we fail to acknowledge. We do not grasp
the implications that the plague of AIDS
spreads because of the body’s heightened
immune response to the virus. Or that

infections inerease as we shun AIDS
vietims, causing sufferers to avoid testing,
avoid treatment, avoid telling. We haven't
acknowledged that our efforts to defeat
terrorism through military might are
draining us and inflaming terror. Israel’s
eye-for-an-eye retaliation against a
displaced Palestinian population has
grown into an international threat. Our
domestic war against drugs has only driven
the drug culture deeply into an underworld
that eats at society’s foundation. We have
not learned our lessons.

Right now, random drug testing is
beginning in our schools. Judging from
the effectiveness of past drug-war efforts,
this will accelerate the erisis. The legal
horrors we visit upon drug users who
get caught are both harmful and useless
What is needed is apparently unthinkable:
The solution is—gasp—tolerance and
compassion. Nooo! Only a girly-man would
suggest such a thing. Oddly, the alternative
18 quite i:|t'l'il”_\ hell.

[t may seem a small tragedy that one

bright, gifted man took himself away with

a drink. We don’t know him. We can't
personally feel his loss. But another light is
gone, and the world will never know what
contributions that young doctor might have
made to our world. This country has visibly
degenerated since the loss of a generation
of gay artists, and meth is entering the
spiral. As a society, we may be coming
untethered, one life at a time.

We can learn, though. We can try to
understand what this drug is about and
deal with it honestly. There are stages to
meth addiction. It doesn't have to consume
us. We can use our God-given minds. Gays
are trendsetters, and we could make a

difference by understanding.

THE TRUTH
The problem and allure of erystal meth is
that it removes conscience. A crystal user
may inhabit this world without shame.
For too many gay people, this means
enjoyment of adult life for the first time.
Music comes alive, unwanted fat magically
melts off, amazing sex is only a bump
away. Meth offers the reality, however brief
and destructive, of a better world. That is
a damnation upon the culture we live in,
a culture that offers nothing and less to
those wha love differently. Meth addiction
is based on the soul’s need for change,
especially a gay man’s soul, a mercurial
creation. People stumbling into drugs
do not view meth as a problem. It is the
solution.

Meth addiction does not begin as an
evil menace. Early meth experiences

Meth watch: London-based activist Gary Leigh established Life or Meth, a crystal meth-abstinence resource targeting gay men, in 2002. These three

‘Would YOU ingest

drain cleaner

and

antifreeze?

www.lifeormeth.com

images are part of a poster campaign, available for free download at www.lifeormeth.com.

are often about getting routine tasks

done with energy, enthusiasm, and

enjovyment. Yes, the loss of a night or two
of sleep is inconvenient, but there are

the compensations of great sex, a clean
house, and new friends. These are not bad
intentions.

But soon the tendrils of addiction lead
the user into set patterns of destruction:
marathon sex without boundaries, days
without sgleep, malnutrition, weight loss,
boyfriend loss, friend loss, job loss, health
loss, conscience loss. The user realizes the
need to stop, but doesn’t want to stop. The
problem is recognized, but only in theory.

Later, after a lost job, a lost friend or

10, the user does want to stop. (Possible

.i;{i] time seldom affects a decision to L|1I.'i[

drugs, it is significant to note). As losses
mount, the meth user wants to stop very
much. But this is when T
Tke.

Meth reconfigures neural pathways

in the brain that produce pleasure. After

a turns imto

a period of erystal use, the user becomes

unable to feel pleasure in ordinary activity
Time off the drug becomes a weary effort
without joy. Attempts to stop are made,
but the drug is in the psvche, waiting. One
slip, and the user is back in the drug'’s grip
again. Willpower degrades, and the soul
hegins to shudder

That is the trap of Tina. Once the
need and desire to quit are in agreement,
it becomes impossible to do so. All the
user’s friends are now fellow tweakers,
and temptation has become as real as a

whisper in vour ear. Police, a judgmental
community, and the rigors of life under
capitalism do not make life off drugs in any
way appealing, and a soul will not forever
accept the bleak misery our attitudes
and laws impose. With the help of meth,
that soul will leave this world, and leave
it poorer. The only proven solution is
spiritual change. This fact is profound, if
we will only pay attention

To the self-righteous, drug users are
infested, sin-filled rejects. How unfunny
it 1s that these users are often among the
brightest and most talented. Our punitive
mindset means the addiet must choose to
give up his favorite moments of life because
that is killing him, not because there is
anything to live for. That is the reason the
meth plague has no end in sight

How strange and sad to live in a culture
where a drug offers more than existence,
but that is what we are facing. This is what
we have created. We can continue to vilify
and punish these "offenders” of society. We
can continue to punish the afflicted and
cause pain to the suffering—in fact, we
surely will. But another fact is that force-
based societies have a long habit of dying
out. A hint of our future may be seen in
1]]21! |T]1?[1|l"§]1 H'I_\' .HIIFI.UI] f‘]":i'nl]‘:‘-' new ]H'\i"
took a dark look at a beaker of death, and

chose it.

John Royee, a former Houstonian, now lives
in Austin. He edits an equestrian website,
www.cleanround.com. This is lhis first
contribution to OutSmart.

www. liteormeth,com

MORE ON METH

According to news reports, 10
percent of patients admitted

to drug treatment programs in
the Chicago area enter for meth
addiction, compared wit h 7.5
percent a year ago and about 3
percent in 1998. According to a
January 20056 Los Angeles Times
investigation, statistics from

the STOP AIDS Project indicate
that one-fifth of gay and bisexual
men in San Francisco have

used speed in the preceding six
months.

The Texas Department of
Safetv cites a dramatic increase
in the number of meth lab
seizures between 1998 (20 labs)
and 2002 {350+ labg), with no
more current data yet available.

Information continues to
develop quickly about the meth
epidemic, including the recent
news of gay men who use meth
who have contracted the drug-
resistant and exceptionally
virulent strain of HIV. In
addition, a new, so-called “Nazi"
method for manufacturing meth
has been developed that is
cheaper, easier, and faster.
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LOVE WON OUT

Edited by Tim Brookover

Protest photos by Dalton DeHart » Individual photos by Blase DiStefano

Several intrepid GLBT individuals and allies infiltrated the Focus
on the Family Love Won Out conference in February, including one

who was tossed out. We asked them to return with their reports

ove Won Out, the Focus on the
Family gay-conversion con-
ference, stopped Houston
on February 19. Sue Null and
PFLAG Houston (Parents,
Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays)
organized a protest across the freeway from
(Grace Community Church, ground zero that
day in the culture wars, Null and a number
of other queer operatives went a step
further, slipping into the event to get an
inside look from the other camp.
Here, and at www.outsmartmagazine
com, are reports from six of the brave ones.

Dr. Craig Oetlinger
he staff could not have been more gra-
cious and the conference ran exactly
on time, but underneath that wrapping was
an enormous lump of fear and despair that
dominated the day. The fear seemed caused
by change in American culture; the despair
was caused by the lives of the “ex-gays” on
display and the contradictions in their
analysis of homosexuality.
Thiz was not a dispassionate crowd.
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People paid their $50 to attend because they
or a family member had engaged in same-
sex behavior or they feared for
their children, many of whom
who were brought to the
conference to be inoculated.
American society is c!hanging
and becoming more accepting
of homosexuals. The confer-
ence promised these good
folks that fundamentalism
could protect their families
from this rising tide of
homosexuality.

The conference
financial success; Over $45,000 wa
threugh regi-stration, and many thousands
of dollars of books and recordings were sold.
But the Christian right cannot change the
lives of the people who paid all that cash,
because all those words de not speak to the
or gay and

was a
s raised

reality of American families
lesbian lives. . ..

The conference defined homoesexuality as
a sin; it does not come from God but is an

indication of a person’s separateness from

e

Dr. Craig Oettinger

gays”

God. . . . Although every ex-gay who spoke
said that parents were not to blame, each
told horrific stories of pa-
rental negligence and abuse.
Ex-legbian Jane Boyer re-
flected on her abuse by men.
Ex-leshbian Melissa Fryrear
cried about her loneliness and
inahility to find a kind and
loving man. Host and ex-gay
Mike Haley said his father
has never said he loves his
son. This is real pain, and it
was easy to be sympathetic to
this desperate need of the “ex-
to be loved.

Their analysis of homosexuality, how-
ever, is right out of the 1950s, when homo-
sexuality was defined as a reaction to
distant fathers and overprotective mothers.
This analysis directly conflicts with the
right-wing commitment to traditional
gender roles. In traditional families men are
supposed to dominate the family, earn
money, and provide protection. Women are
supposed to be subordinate, stay at home,

B . o

3

and raise kids. No wonder fathers seem

distant and mothers over-involved with
their children. Since families are seen as the

gource of homosexual pathology, it follows

that to cure their sinful behavior homo-

sexuals must turn to the church. Thus “ex-
gay” Mike Haley insists that only loving,
nurturing Christian men can provide the
intimate male connection that can
The g
a loving male substitute for a distant father,

strong,
heal gay men oal seemed to be to find
a function first fulfilled by a male lover and
subsequently a loving male church. I can
understand the need, but it sounded pretty
gay to me.
Oddly for
thulﬂg_\'

a Christian conference, the
of the speakers seems to be a
narrow view of a vengeful, fearful Old Testa-
ment God. Ex-leshian
being

Jane Boyer spoke of

“broken” and “suffer-
ing.” There was no hint of a
loving, forgiving, and inclu-
sive New Testament God.

It is true that irresponsible
homosexual behavior (and
heterosexual behavior) can be
addictive and destructive. It is
also true that abuse, dys-
and des-

perate loneliness are problems

functional families,

in America, both in the homo-
sexual and heterosexual com-
munities. These are real problems that cry
out for loving and spiritual selutions. . . .

Nicole Craig

ll-'

1

Like generations of African-American

slaves, gays and lesbians will centinue to

form caring and supportive families even if

they cannot legally marry. These families
will nurture all of a person’s identity, not
And GBLT people will

continue to be welcome and celebrate God’s

only sexual needs.
ereation m many of our city’s churches, and
synagogues. By example, empathy, and love,
the GBLT commumnity will bring healing to
those who in Februarv found a conference
based on despair and fear.

Qettinger is a sociologist and a member of

the First Universalist Unitarian Church
board of trustees.

Nicole Craig

U pon arrival, my stomach was
churning, and I was petrified of being

sniffed out.

day, we talked to a few young

people who were like-minded
with us. It was as if we had a

Throughout the

secret gignal that radiated
from us and drew in the kids
who weren't listening to their
message. We had a good time
chatting with a guy from
Colorado. His parents sent
him—plane tickets, hotel
reservation. and all. He told
us he liked what FOF [Focus
on the Family| does with respect to abused

kids and women, ete., which was nice to hear

misiibilia ;

Famies and Friends of Lee

HOUSTON, TExAs

but all the same discouraging, given FOF’s
attack on gays.
from Tyler,
during lunch who was there with his

There was also a young man

Texas, that we chatted with
parents. He was sitting in front of us in the
beginning, and his dad had his arm around
him. It was cute to see his folks supporting
him. It was amusing because he told us he
was just humoring his parents, and it was
apparent—he was wearing eyeliner and clad
in Wiccan jewelry. There also appeared to
be quite a few young people who had the
same mission as we did, and were only there
to scoff at the LWO [Love Won Out]
message

Craig is ¢ University of Houston student.

Scoftt Chalupa

v trip to lunch was a little cramped.

The owner of the Explorer stuffed
himselfinto the space between the back seat
and the tailgate. Five students from New
Mexico not only made room for me in their
vehicle, but also made lunch for me in their
hotel reom. They shared not only what little
food and drink there was, but also the exper-
“struggle
Two of the three girls

iences that brought them to their
with homosexuality.”
were ex-girlfriends. One broke with the
other to join the ex-gay movement. The
other followed, hoping to stamp out the pain
and spiritual imbalance. One of the guys
had always known homosexuality was
wrong in the eves of God and described

OutSmart
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his same-sex attractions as innocuous flies
to be swatted away. The other was embroiled
in actively fighting his attractions and
fantasies, which were still fairly pervasive.
Not one of the students ever said they never
had same-sex attractions any more, just
that they had found other ways to deal with
them. I also learned that ex-gays measured
success much like an alcoholic
measures days of sobriety.
They not only freely
shared intimate details of
their lives as ex-gays, but also
asked me about my own sex-
uality and why I was attend-
ing the conference. I told them
I was happily home and was
attempting to learn more
about the ex-gay ministries
(which was most of the truth).
Despite my lack of desire to
struggle with my homosexuality, they were
still friendly, warm, and compassionate.
They were not the only ones. The entire con-
ference was peopled with other Christians
just dying for the chanee to reach out to
anyone who walked through the doors. . . .
The entire antigay message had been

reshaped. “Love the sinner, hate the sin,”
was officially stricken from the vocabulary.
They also encouraged families to stay solid,
together. Family members were told to love
and accept their homosexuals uncon-
ditionally (while maintaining a firm, vocal
belief that homosexuality is against God’s
natural design, of course). The usually
obvious spiritual viclence that so often
permeates the fundamentalist movement
was entirely edited out of the opening pitch.
Of course, there was an excessively negative
attention given to the “gay agenda.” Yes,
there were accusations about the destruc-
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Scott Chalupa

tive nature of gay nightlife and promiscuity.
The central message was that a happy,
hetero life is the byproduct of pursuing a
relationship with Christ. But where was the
animosity? Where was the fire and
brimstone? Where were the cries of “Get
behind me, Satan™?

While digesting my day in the belly of
the whale (which felt more like a walk in
the Garden of Eden), I came to a few reali-
zations. The gay community,
in large part, has bought into
the image the fundamentalist
church touts for us. We have
settled into a complacent,
homogenous crowd of Will &
Grace and Queer Eye. If these
are the brightest examples of
gay America, then we are in
serious trouble. The worst
stereotypes launched like
scud missiles from the grass-
roots preachers are still
grounded in fact, no matter how offended
we get, And I have noticed that the more
the portrait strikes home, the more offended
we are. We have become an image-based,
sub-standard culture, in which a verbal
knife in the back improves your saocial
standing more than a genuine compliment.

We have been criticized for behavior that
should be criticized and cried foul like a
child in time out, because it's not one of our
own pointing the finger. With this growing
superficiality has come waning activism. No
wonder we can't be taken seriously. We've
exposed our most prominent dark secrets
to the predator and taken large deses of
narcotics to kill the sound of their laughter.

How then do we respond to the ex-gays?
In the same tone with which they lull our
numbers to their side, we need to listen to
their preaching and respond in a reasonable,
calm voice. .

Rev. Mel White onee observed that
Christians have a history for shooting their
wounded. Are we to do the same for those
joining or leaving the ex-gay movement?
Can we keep our family together and accept
everyone no matter what their religious
convictions? Can we accept the fact that the
ex-gay movement will never fizzle out and
disappear? Can we respect those who
believe differently, learn from their success,
and assimilate the principles of their new
practices into our own? If we are ever to
make a convineing argument against the ex-
gay movement, we're going to need a lot
more warmth and a lot more maturity.
Chalupa is a poet.

Bill Taylor

hen I arrived, I was sent to an area

for bags and briefcases to be checked.
They said they were checking for leaflets.
When they opened mine, they saw my
maother’s old Bible with all her markings on
all pages, and they immediately said, “Well,
you're OK."

Walking down the aisle, I saw a seat on
the end and asked if it was being saved for
someone. The young lady (in her early 40s
mavbe—yvoung to me) said no. After I sat
down, I said, *I have a gay son. What brings
you here?” She told me she had a daughter
who was married for six years, then came
out to her husband and her family that she
was a lesbian. The couple had two children,
and she had helped the father get custody
of the children. Now two yvears later, her
youngest son came to her and said that he
was gay.

This new struggle has led her to have
second thoughts about her daughter. I began
to tell her of my experiences and what I had
learned over a period of yvears and particu-
larly how much help PFLAG had been to
Violet and 1. I invited her to PFLAG. She is
an Evangelical Christian and is reallv torn,
After one speech was finished, the audience
stood for an ovation. She and her friend and
I were about the only ones not standing.

That spoke louder than her words. As
we walked out together, I said, “Call your
daughter and try to build a new bridge to
her. You will be glad vou did.”

During the break, I decided to go out for
some fresh air. Not far outside was a group
of maybe nine or 10 young people. I heard
one say, “God help me, I don’t believe 1 can
stay here for the whole day.” I turned to him
and asked if he was having a hard time
listening to the message. I told him [ was
having the same problems, As it turned out,
most of them knew each other or someone
in the group. They did not come together,
but found each other. Each one it seems was
pressured into attending by a loved one, a
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mother, a father, an aunt, etc. They really
did not want to be there. . . .

The highlight of my day came as [ was
leaving the parking lot. As I was backing
out, there were 80 to 100 young people
standing on the median, protesting. 1
pointed to my back bumper. They did not
understand, so I got out and said that [ was
pointing to my PFLAG bumper sticker.
When they saw it, one young, cute little girl
came running and hugged my neck and said,
“I am a PFLAG scholarship recipient.” 1 got
a few tears in my eves.

As 1 left, I had to turn back toward town
going past the group the other direction. All
were cheering and waving.

Taylor is a former PFLAG Housion
president.

Sue Nuli
One man e-mailed me that he would
not be able to come to the protest, but
that he wanted to help and he offered to
have signs made. OK, I said, and gave him
some suggestions. Out of his own pocket,
he paid for four banners:
“Stop Spiritual Viclence,”
“Ignorance and Bigotry are
not Christian Values,” and
“For the Truth, see pflag.org.”
When he delivered them to
me, I looked at this gorgeous
young blond man whom I
had never seen before and
immediately decided he was
gay—of course. But then,
during conversation, he
mentioned his “wife.” His
wife? How was that possible? So [ asked
what was up. He said he was a straight man,
but that he attended a church that had
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spoken out against gays and he was angry.
His sister was leshian. So he decided not to
pay his tithe money for one month and to
use that money to pay for banners for our
protest. I was dumbfounded. . . .

The small PFLAG business cards and a
moment of thoughtlessness were my
personal undoing. I foolishly had slipped
some undisguised PFLAG brochures into
my book bag before checking into the
conference, When the bag was searched
at the security check-in, the darned bro-
chures were way too obvious, [ was told that
they couldn’t be brought into the confer-
ence. I tried to play innocent and said that
a friend had given them te me and
immediately took them back to the car.
But that was enough for their security
forces to be on the alert. I felt them con-
stantly watching me, And it wasn't only |
who had started out the morning badly, but
several ather infiltrators, who alse felt
observed, overheard, felt like Big Brother
was watching over them, The atmosphere
WAS Very oppressive.

At the mid-morning
break, I noticed the con-
ference organizers staring at
me and talking among
themselves. Then one came
up and told me I had to leave.
I was dumbfounded, because
I hadn’t done anything to
transgress—yet. | demanded
to know why, and he wouldn't
give me a reason, just in-
sisting that | had to leave or
he would call the police. 1
begged to stay, saying that 1 had come to
learn, but his mind was made up. I knew
that if he called the police and requested

that I leave in front of the police that I would
have to go or be arrested.

As he was removing my armband, and
almost pushing me out the door, an angry
woman came up with one of the PFLAG
business cards, which had been found in a
bathroom stall and complained that I was
trying to destroy their conference. It was
assumed that I had left the cards, which
wasn't the case. One of my co-infiltrators
had done go. But they weren't interested in
the truth. I was declared guilty and had to
leave. | asked for my registration fee back,
and $50 was immediately thrust into my
hand as the door ¢losed behind me. . . .
Null is a PFLAG activist. She and her
husband Jim were honorary grand
marshals for the 2004 Pride parade.

Jeffry Downs

here were 150 people at the protest! I

had no idea there would be such a turn-
out, It was fantastic to see that many people,
especially since about half of them were non-
gay supporters. There were even a couple
of ministers in cleric’s collars carryving signs.
The most surprising thing, however, were
the honking of horns and waves in support
from truck drivers, Metro bus drivers, and
good ol boys in pick up trucks. . . .

Of course, on the down side, there could
have been a lot more members of our
community out there. Houston has a very
dynamic and diverse GLBT culture, but as
the‘ga}' community goes, it 15 also a very
complacent one. None of the guys you see
in the bars were there—and certainly no
members of the A-list I so often hear about,
this mythical elite group of gay men here in
Houston. We've come a long way in Houston,
but as a community we have a long, long
way to go.

Downs s a writer who has contributed to
OutSmart.

ON THE WEB

Read more

Love Won Out coverage at
www.outsmartmagazine.com.

THE INSIDER

In our February issue, we
published D.L. Groover's
detailed report from the 2003
Love Won Out conference in
Austin (“Love Lost”). Read it at
www.outsmartmagazine.com.
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RTFULLY DRESSED. leff River Law models a dupioni silk

kimono created by Darla Hartmann, one of the objeets of

wearable art and accessories on display during Bali Hi Night in

the Heights at Indian Summer Lodge, the whimsical retail compound that

Law opened in December. The April 23 catered dinner and trunk show will

feature works by a dozen artisans as well as music by The Lost Boys. Indian

Summer Lodge houses October Gallery, Law’s popular eraft emporium

previously located on 19th Street in the Heights. Puoro sy Yvownne Feece

O0D WORKS. The Lambda

Center, home to meetings of AA and

other addiction recovery groups, holds a

fundraising carwash on April 9 at the center
an West Clay, John Hubert reports.

Also April 9, Open Hearts for His

Health will raise funds for medical treat-

ment for Kyle Dean, the 11-year-old son of

community activists Michelle Dean and Kelly
Gilbert, Kyle suffers from kidney disease. The
event at 1415 California will feature live
entertainment,

Get your glam on for the Houston
Transgender Unity Banquet on April 16.
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The sequins and spangles and heels come
out of the closet for this annual event, easily
one of the best dressed of the year. Annise
Parker, our city controller (and CutSmart
columnist) is keynote speaker. Some
proceeds support the Peggy Rudd
Transgender Scholarship Fund,

On the same night, the Houston chapter
of the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation hosts the Pink Tie Gala at the
InterContinental to mark its 15th year. Last
September, we profiled Janet Baker [“*Out-
Front”], one of our community who is active
with the foundation.

I N YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.
Calling all Madonna wannabes: Jeff Shell,
owner of Neal Hamil Agency, and Neiman
Mareus host an April 7 makeup show by Gina
Brooke, personal makeup artist to Madge, at
the Galleria store. The event is the launch
for the Shu Uemura spring line.

Jennifer Decker and Bob Morgan direct ... for
those wha live in cifties, an adaptation of
Bertolt Brecht poetry presented by dos
chicas theater commune at Southmore
House, April 8-30. Reservations: B32/283-
0858, decommune@yahoo.com.

The art project Milestones for Peace
remaing on display at Brandon Home
Furnishings through April 31. Since 1999,

artists, political leaders, and celebrities

have used stones as the basis for works of

art that express the hope for world peace.
Jennifer Gee, who is working with the
exhibition in Houston, said works by 10 local
artists will join the traveling show before it
departs

Kay Dayus recently sent an e-mail about
I,}](: ]T_";'t_:[' .\Tq,lf'l[l"t]:iit_‘ (:'i\ ic As
and Art Studio Tour on .—'\5_;

sociation Home
9. In addition

to the six residences featured, several artists

in the neighborhood—among them, Gerida
Mauldin, Janet Ritter, and Joan Son—wll open
their spaces for the tour

As the new coordinator for the Rainbow
Fishing Club, Lee Sirois leads her first deep-
sea fishing trip from Galveston on April 23
aboard the New Buccaneer

Our own gay cowhoy, Gene Mikulenka, 1s
guest emecee for “Out West,” the April 23
Houston Pride Band concert at Resurrection
Metropolitan Community Chureh.

Kyle Fu and David Kendall welcome entries
by May 1 for the first Houston Underground
Film Festival. The fest is set for June 10
19 at their new Houston Produetion Studios
in the Heights (formerly Mercury Studios).
Info: houstonproductionstudios@ye

JB Hughes and Flo Perry are
singers for the Bayou City Women’s Chorus,

100, COM

seeking

A new sister group to the Gay Men’s Chorus
of Houston. Perry recently revealed that the
fledgling chorale hopes to present an
inaugural performance in June for Pride
month.

If you are of a certain age, you probably
onee shook your groove thing at the Copa.
Well, dust off those that disco ball. Bocados
co-owner Terry Flores has announced plans
for a Copa reunion bash at the restaurant
in May,

N THE ROAD. On April 23, Gerald

Ennis and Sol Lara lead a team of

Mon-trose Softball League folks on a bus
trip to Harrah’s Casino in Lake Charles.
Ka-ching! B

BROADWAY’S
TONY AWARD"
WINNING MUSICAL!

5 lifelong friends.
2 turbulent decades.
24 Billy Joel classics.

wwwzmm'immnhmadway.mm {iriginal cast album avaitable an Seny Classical.

ingular BROADWAY.HousTon

ON SALE NOW! = APRIL 12-24 « HOBBY CENTER
Bmadwayﬁcrussﬁmerlna.com or call 713-629-3700
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Get in
shape for

832 - 443 - HTT

Voted as the
BEST FEMALE TRAINER
2002, 2003 & 2004
by OutSmart Readers!

STAGES REPERTORY BRIV =S {31 3 VRS

By Paula Vogel

a comedy in six scenes, four dreams,
and at least six wigs

Apiil 20 - May 8, 2005
BSiaces

REFER'FOR\"L__; THEATRE

Tickets 713.527.0123 www.stagestheatre.com

KUHF88.7FM

HousToN PUBLIC RADIO

BM o

BFM Printing Co

Continental )
Airlines %%/

The official airling of Stopges

TIFFANY & CoO.
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Mid»Century Pavilion

2215 Washington Avenue
Houston, TX 77007

» Mid-Century Modern
» Arf Deco
» Arks & Crafts

Furniture » Lighting

Paintings » Sculpture

Vintage Clothing Buy » Sell » Consign

numerous vintage modern dealers in one convenient location

Hours: Tue - Fri: 12-7pm Saf: 12-5pm Sum: 12-4pm
Phone: 713-8463-1986 website: wwwmid-centurypavilion.com

Tue HousTtoNn PRIDE BAND

presents

On April 23, 2005, the Houston Pride Band
presents Our WEesT, a tribute to the American
Wild West. Saddle up and gallop back in
W t'ime to a Wild West tempo.

e '

'Rangle s.Dan

- Concert Locatiom
LSRRE C T1.(
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(Girtfriznds, 4/08, Jenny Egan)

Jenny Egan: Your remix “Every Man Has a Man/Every
Woman Has a Woman” hit number one on the dance charis
this year. You’'ve had a string of dance hits over the last
couple years.

Yoko Ono: It's great because “Every Man” is not just a song.
People support the principle of the thing. People supporting
it are not just gays, but straights too, or it couldn’t have been
number one. That feels fantastic,

When I wrote the original song ["Every Man Has a
Woman Who Loves Him"], John [Lennon] and 1 were very
angry about the Vietnam War. That's the way we expressed
ourselves. We made statements that way, and we found that
songwriting was a better way to express things.

When the Bush administration started to say they wanted
to change the Constitution [with an amendment against gay
marriagel, I was outraged again. I'm a rebel. Since I'm an
outsider and I've had to cope with racism and sexism all my
life, I am sensitive to unfairness and injustice. There are

many gayvs who don’t want to get married, so that’s not what

it was about. It has to do with human rights.

o A O (lead singer of Scissor Sisters
(fut, 4/05, Matthew Breen)

Shears’s sex life has recently been Internet gassip fodder.
When I referred to an online article hinting that certain
closeted A-list celebs were shaking in their boots because
they thought Shears might publicly announce he’s bedded
them, he was surprised. “Where did you read that? Ha!” he
says. “Well, let’s just say that it’s not my place to out anyone.
There are plenty, plenty of closeted guys out there. If you're a
pop star or an actor, you're gay! You have to be gay to even
want to do it in the first place. We're born entertainers. It's
natural, like being a flight attendant, If they all came out, it
would totally change the world.”

e

(Entertainment Wiekly, 4/14/98, Ken Tucker)
Thank goodness Texas [a four-hour 1995 TV movie] is also

populated by a couple of real-life characters portrayed by
overacting pros: Stacy Keach as Sam Houston . . . and David
Keith as Jim Bowie. . . . In one of their first meetings, Keach
and Keith are forced into some homoerotic dialogue unusual
for TV-movie fare. Houston coyly asks Bowie to pull that
blade out of his pants, because “I want to see if it’s a big as
everyone sayvs it is.” When Bowie obliges (we're not shown the
steel, just a shot of Keach looking into Keith’s lap), Houston
murmurs, “That’s big—can I hold it?”
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Kelly Lynch (pictured here in The [ Word): ‘
Would she da Johnny Depp?

.‘ .
-
-

Kelly Lunch

( Girffriands, 4/05, Heather Findlay)

Heather Findlay: What's the difference between playing gay
in 1993 [Lynch played gay in Three of Hearts] and now [as
Ivan, Lynch’s character on Showtime’s The L Word]?

Kelly Lynch: Everything. For one thing, you have every girl in
Hollywood battling to do a guest spot on The L Word.

Even Sharon Osbourne and Arianna Huffington.

It kills me. I've got more response about Ivan from straight
women and gay men than I would have assumed. [T think it's
because] Ivan is very evolved. I wanted to create a character
who is undeniable. When 1 read the seript, I said, This is
great, but here's the deal—you have to make me really
handsome, because you can't make Kit [Pam Grier's
character], who's straight, make too much of a leap. Let’s do
Johnny Depp.
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Compiled by Blase DiStefano
Scott Witman &
Marc Shaiman

(Entertainment Weekly, 3/11/08)

According to Entertainment Weekly, *The Tony- and
Grammy-winning team of Mare Shaiman and Scott Witman
[openly gay partners] created a satirical song for Oscar
presenter Robin Williams to perform [at the recent Oscars
ceremony.| But when network watchdogs had a problem with
the humor, the piece was pulled from the show.”

Recently, a group protested to Congress their suspicions
that beloved animated figure SpongeBob SquarePants is
gay, due to his inclusion in a video promoting tolerance. We
have just received a telegram of their further findings . . .

Pinocchia’s had his nose done/Sleeping Beauly is
popping pills/The Three Little Pigs ain't kosher/Betly
Boop works Beverly Hills.

Superman is on steroids/Tinky Winky is in the pink/
Dammit to hell/'Wake up and smell/The stink beneath the
ink!/Chip 'n" Dale both are strippers/Scrooge McDuck is
really tight/Bugs Bunny’s a sexaholic/And Snow White has
been up all night!

There's something fishy 'bout Nemo/Batman and Robin
share a sink/Winnie the Pooh/We know what he's into/The
stink beneath the ink.

Fred Flintstone is dyslexic/Jessica Rabbit is really a man/
Olive Oyl is anorexic/And Casper is in the Ku Klux Klan.

Cinderella’s into identity theft/Pocahontas is addicted to
craps/Dumbo’s an overeater/Josie and the Pussycals
dance on laps.

it's clear the Road Runner's hooked on speed/Charlie
Brown is seeing a shrink/People of America, take a whiff/
Smokey the Bear just lit a spliffl/Tom & Jerry are dating 'N Sync.

Oh the stink . . ./Beneath the ink! (Don't blink!)/The ink!
(The kink!)/The stink beneath the ink!

- PR
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At the 57th Annual Tony
Awards [June 8, 2003, CBS),
Scott Witman [l) and Marc
Shaiman shered & Tony and a
lip-lock. What did they share
with Robin Williams on the
recent Oscar telecast?
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COWBOYS & ANGELS

Super Fly meets Queer Eye with an Irish brogue

hane Butler (Michael Legge) is a handsome but

awkwardly nerdy 20-yvear-old looking to lose his

dull desk job and pursue the life of an artist.
When he moves into an apartment with Vincent Cusak
{Allen Leech), a gay fashion student, life takes a turn
for the better. Despite the fact that the two are diamet-

ric opposites, they become fast friends.
When Shane meets Vineent’s best friend Gemma
(Amy Shields), he falls in love with her, but the desire

: ; 5 Samsung E315 Samsuneg D415 Samsung P735
for change continues. Shane needs money, lots of it =
Enter Keith (David Murray), Shane and Vincent’s

5 downstairs neighbor. A drug dealer, Keith assures

Texas Dollar & More
5020 Louetta Rd #150
832.717.0704

Umiversal Service charges) additional. 1f you are not satisfied with
i, may be r

Executive Wireless
12603 FM 1960 Rd W 12112 Westheimer Rd
281.970.6666 281.679.8500

rment-mandsted charge. Taxes nnd other charges (in
afly cancellatc

S¢ per additi
i 1 W

Com One
1412 FM 1960 Rd
281.880.7755

Corporate Office
12320 Bellaire Bivd
281.568.6108

Sky Blue Wireless
i Shane the two can make a mad score in Dublin, which

Shane refuses, at first.

The Dublin run works, the money is huge,
and Shane enlists Vincent to metro him up.
Shane blossoms from grotty to stylin.’ But

Addinonal R

fied and/or

unbeknownst to Shane, some sketchy

Dubliners are onto him and are casing Casa
de Shane y Vincent. * 2003. Written and
directed by David Gleeson. * From TLA

Releasing (www.tlareleasing.com).

—Eric Dieckman

The Brady Bunch: The Complete First Season
m It's the stary . . . of a series about
The . an iconic reconstituted family, The
grRapy Bundl series went fram being popular to
IR  setting a standard in family tele-
| N vision formula to being a source
of camp in less than three de-
cades, What's so ironic, however,
weeemsnmaraine s this ideal gigantic family so
adored hy the Christian right had a father played by an
actor (Robert Reed) who stayed in the closet almost till
his death fram colon cancer complicated by AIDS. Reed
and his family made their mark. Here are their first 25
episodes. = From Paramount Home Entertainment
{www.paramount.com/homeentertaainment), —ED

South Park: The Complete Fifth Season
e B The feisty tykes from the tiny,
backward mountain town are at
e it again. Never shying away from
any topic, the fifth season in-
cludes a couple of homocentric
episodes. In "Cripple Fight,” Big
Gay Al is fired from his position
I as Scoutmaster for being gay.
“Butters' Very Own Episode” reveals Butters' deep, dark
family secret about his dad's late night "shopping
sprees.” While searching for his dad, Butters mean-
ders through porn theaters and gay bathhouses on his
way home so he can join his folks for their anniversary

i u:!],l_:.'
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MORE DVD/VHS PREVIEWS

dinner at Bennigan's. The three-OVD set also holds the
infamous "It Hits the Fan” episode, wherein “shit” is said
162 times. There's even a counter to help you keep track.
« From Paramount Home Entertainment (www.para
mount.com/homeentertainment). —ED

in the City
Set in Barcelona, this sexy Spanish
romantic comedy focuses on a group
of friends who share secrets and se-
cret passions, None are happy with
their marriages or the state of their
romantic lives, leading each into
adultery, flings, physical relationships-
- of-convenience, bisexual experimen-
tation, and a potential statutory lawsuit. = FYl: Eduard
Femandez, who plays the architect Marin, won the Spanish
Goya Award far Best Supporting Actor. = 2003, Directed
by Cesc Gay. Spanish with English subtitles. = Available
April 19 from Wolfe Video (www.WolfeVideo.com), —ED

The Sonny & Cher Ultimate Callection

If you still haven't had a strong
- crough Cher fix with her spectacu-
lar farewell tour, there's hope. In
addition to the 'T0s musical vari-
ety show, there's the 1969 pilot
from the Barbara McNair Show,
karaoke, each of Cher's #1 solo
hits, commentary from Cher re-

corded during her Farewell tour, guest appearances
by Michael Jackson, Tina Turner, Donny & Marie, Burt
Reynolds, Farrah Faweett, and all the "70s pop icons.
And don't forget Sonny's Pizza. Keep an eye out for
appearances by daughter Chastity, dressed to match
her mom. (Now a lesbian activist, she hated being
dressed that way and would have rather been dressed
like her dad.) » From RZ Entertainment (www
respond2entertainment.com). —ED

Eleklra

Elektra (Jennifer Garner) is a hard-
core, mysterious, and sexy action
hern fighting the ultimate battle
between good and evil, Armed with
a blood lust, formidable martial arts
skill, and an uncanny ahility to see
visions of the future, she becomes
a ruthless assassin on a downward
sprial into darkness . . . but she meets up with a last
chance for redemption that will either save her soul or
destroy her. She died once before and was restored to
[ife; will she have the strength to make her second chance
count? = Gay content? The much balllyhooed kiss be-
tween Elektra and Typhoid Mary (Natassia Malthe) is
not the least bit sexy; in fact, the purpose of the kiss is
to kill Elektra, However, we're always thrilled to watch
women Kick ass . . . and Elektra kicks ass. = 2005.
Directed by Rob Bowman, * From Fox Home Enter-
tainment (www.foxhome.com). —Suzie Lynde H

Center for Healthy Sexuality

Treatment of:

* Intimacy & Relationship Issues
* Obsessive Compulsive Disorders
* Sexual Addictions

* Internet Addictions

* Depression/Anxiety Disorders

* Court Assesment & Evaluations

* Sex Offender Treatment

Al e

Barbara S. Levinson Ph.D., RN, LMFT

Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

Certified Sex Therapist Diplomate
Certified Sex Addiction Therapist Supervisor
2400 Augusta Dr. » Suite 120 = Houston TX 77057
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|
Television
by Suzie Lynde

Michael Peterson's marriage and private life are at the center of the trial where he is accused of
murdering his wife Kathleen,

he Staircase delves into the ber 9, 2001, an agitated Michael Peterson
mystery surrounding the death of called 911 and told the operator that he
Kathleen Peterson, a Nortel found his wife, unconscious but still
executive who was married to novelist

Michael Peterson. On the night of Decem-

breathing, at the bottom of the stairs.
When the police arrived, they found

Soldier’s Girl "Three outstanding performances” (San Francisco Chronicle) by Troy Garity
(pictured far left), Lee Pace (far right), and Shawn Hatosy (center) highlight this Emmy- and
Golden Globe-nominated drama, based on the true story of a young American Army private
who was murdered for having a romantic relationship with a transgendered club performer,
With sensitivity and passion, director Frank Pierson and openly gay screenwriter Ron Nyswaner
(Phitadeiphia) tell a moving and tragic story of forbidden love against the background of the

|n

military’s current "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy, = Airs on Showtime Showcase on April 10 at
1 p.m., the 18th at 12:30 a.m,, the 23rd at 10:45 p.m., and the 27th at 8:30 p.m. To confirm
schedule: www.sho.com,

—— | :

| DARK AT THE BOTTOM OF THE STAIRS

Novelist Michael Peterson’s bisexuality comes into play in The Staircase

Kathleen lying dead in a pool of blood and
began treating the home as a crime scene.
One week later, Michael Peterson was
charged with first-degree murder.

In eight tautly structured chapters, The

Staircase takes viewers inside an unpre-
dictable real-life drama, as Peterson's sons
and adopted daughters rally to his defense
and his legal team prepares to battle the
prosecution. Meanwhile, Durham’s district
attorney and his assistant build a case that
will put the Peterson marriage—and
Michael Peterson's private life—at the
center of the trial. Says director Jean-
Xavier de Lestrade, “Tt is obvious that if
the wealthy, famous, white writer Michael
Peterson hadn’t been bisexual, the case
would never have come to court.”

Every Monday in April, two different
episodes air on Sundance Channel at 8
p.m, Episodes will replay in April on
Tuesdavs at 10 p.m., Thursdays at 7 p.m.,
and Sundays at 1 p.m. The first four
episodes will also air back-to-back on
Friday, April 15, starting at 7 p.m., and the
last four will air Friday April 29, starting
at 7 p.m. All eight episodes will air on
Sunday May 1, beginning at 1 p.m. For
more info or to confirm schedule:
www.sundancechannel.com.

IF YOU MISSED THEM THE FIRST TIME OR IF YOU'VE NEVER SEEN THEM . . .

Prey for Rack 'n' Roll On the brink of turning 40, the lead
singer of & struggling all-girl punk band faces the prospect of being
a marginal, middle-aged rocker. Director Alex Steyermark presents
a rare, realistic depiction of the day-to-day lives of musicians by-
passed by rock 'n’ roll fame and glory. Holding center stage is a
high-voltage performance by Gina Gershon (pictured), playing the
strutting, tattooed, bisexual balladeer Jacki. = Airs on Showtime on
April 23 at 8:45 p.m. and the 27th at 7 p.m., and on Showtime Too on
the 28th at 8 p.m. To confirm schedule: www.sho.com. Il
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m TIMINERI CONSULTING GROUP

ITDOESN'T HAVE TO BE

PROVIDING SUPERIOR

IT SOLUTIONS

Gay Owned and Operated since 2002

Expert Level Server and Workstation Support

Business Process and Change Management Consulting
Onsite and Offsite Training and Seminars

Web, Database and Client Applications Development
Valve Added Product Sales and Support

Complete IT Department Qutsourcing

24/7 Systems Moniloring and Reporting

1.866.490.1824

1.713.893.4179

Inlo@ETiminenConsulling.com

WWW.TIMINERICONSULTING.COM
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on! Cataract Surgery
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Comprehensive Opthalmology
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Saturday, April
Hermann Park Golf Course

/:30 a.m. Registration
o = 8:00 a.m. Shotgun Start

-

0, 2005

$75 per player
Sponsorships $100-$500

\ For Information, call 713-952-2617

Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church
2025 W. 11th St. ~ Houston, TX 77008 ~ 713-861-9149
www.Resurrectionmec.org

Training
at its best

TRK FITNESS
713.667.7072




. i S 5 — — £ i —

] I l
y Olltlllth! 2 RR ]S VQLUE § Nafolie N. Vanek, M.D. The Schrader Clinic in collaboration with
by Tim Brookover START THINKING Infectious Disease Houston Area Community Services will be

kg OUTSIDE oo Speciolist

The Schrader Clinic

Minutes from Mamorial Park, the Galleria Ugﬂl_.:u and Downlown,

- . ! : offering FREE HIV & STD testing services
Lovated just outside the loop on Weslview Practicing ot
‘ D_Ignl.ty anl[y HIGH wilh easy access fo oll major highways ' far Clini performed by certified counselors between
HOUSTON A college in Cy-Fair, of all places, _ ;
brings a celluloid camp classic to the stage

2-4 every Friday afternoon. Completely
anonymous & confidential. No appoint-
ment necessary.

GLBT Catholics
SERVING THE HOUSTON

COMMUNITY SINCE 1974

ou know you love Valley of the Dolls—the 1967 show-biz melodrama
ripped from the splendidly tawdry Jackie Susann novel. Whu would

expect this glamorously wicked ta Family Practice » HIV Care
Montrose, but at a community eollege in C

Now meeling in Montrose af locales? But theater vet Ron Jones, who i air Colleg : c.srlmoon IPIRT.E"“ o Infernal Medicine |
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH camp gold. So before you, lik -an cry “I want a d(.i" 1 w dt‘ll a dull‘ * | Bedrooms from $505 = 2 Bedrooms from $435 | Dr. Shannon thruder:
H Best Physician

et =

&-hp gole aftendant

2515 WI:IUgh ([]l MiSSUUIi) Dolls opens in the 'burbs. (In case your queer card was revoked: Dolls are o3 Bedrooms from 8875 v 2o

| the }:111- E[‘ﬁIuL‘*Ey craves.) : : y, . Valat trash sarvics » Frae covered porkine OU?_SI‘I'IGI"' Readers
| Every SCITUIde at 7:30PM Principal among the likely pleasures is sure to be Sylvia Froman, the State-olthe-art fitness center » Washer and dryer included” Choice Award 2004
| savvy comic actress who isn’t afraid to chew some & , in the role of Two-tone interior paint * Lorge pals welcome
! MASS & SOCIAL HOUR savage diva Helen Lawson, We can't wait to hear her bite off Susann’s Washer/dryer connections - st ckelila i seloct sails 4101 Greenbriar * Suite 200
2 marvelous, tacky lines (“The only hit that comes out of a 5100 deposit and no application fee with this ad! Ho
. . i ~ uston, Texas 77098
i sundu!st’{lplll 3&17 Helen Lawson show is Helen Lawson, *in salect homes 4 q ( A I ] l‘{ \ [ ) l: [{ !
I Mass @ 5:00PM and that's me, baby, remember?”) FREE CABLE AND WATER! é k A i i
1 : Valley of the Dolls, = e : i
Worship with DIGNITY and GRACE! April 21, 22, 23, 29, 30. 70 estviow Lrive I Most insurance plans accepted.
) =" 281/290-3929 Housto n, Tx 77055 v‘ X h i
T13-686-3352 151t our we ste_aj:.'
www.dignityhouston.org S “ www.theschraderclinic.com
info@dignityhouston.org * 713.880.2872 =Emmn V=S Wi e i pedlars S y e

Jon-Paul Hamilton, MD

Board Certified i’:‘.)—'c']:i;m'i-.r

Marc R. Sanders,
M.D., FA.CS.
Dr. Sonders has been named one
of the fop doctors by both H Texas
- ond Quismart magazines os well
a5 LoserVision™ for achieving
excellence in refraciive surgery.

Psychotherapy and
Medication Management
for issues including:

Anxdefy With Custom Wavefront LASIK, vou could... "6 . Aric R, Welton
Addiction A 4

Depression & Wake l.lp 0..

Bipolar disorder

Relationship i and never . Eap
Dﬁxar-l*glr:i ::un:ﬁztf:iue disorder reach for Wavefront LASIK

| S -—"'/’. \ 707 Dingnostic Eye Center wos one of the
.71 3 868- 9 4200 Montrose Blvd., Suite 540 glasses or EY CENTER first in Houston to offer the Infrolose®
B ™= Houston, Texas 77006 ) ¥ e asiom LASIK procedure.
Dolls house: Alissa Simmons (I-r), Mincy Nguyen, Bethany Murphrey, 713-522-7014 contacts 713-797-1500 ‘FMWW&I
‘ CI-HROPRACITC CLINIC and Sylvia Froman pose on the Cy-Fair College stage. Murphrey and « Ubimate in precision

Nguyen wear Bob Mackie gowns from the direclor's collection,

Sliding scale fees « Now accepting Medicare agaln! www.DiagnosticEyeCenter.com
Puoro oy Sreven Davio

Evening and Saturday appointments available. * | east invasive

2136 Yale Street, Suite C
FrancoChiropractic.com
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GrooveQut

by Gregg Shapiro

LEA ROCKS

DelLaria jazzes up some new tunes on Double Standards

fyou liked Lea Delaria's celebrated 2001
jazz vocal debut dise Playin' It Cool and
anxiously awaited her next foray into jazz

vocals, your patience is about to be rewarded.
Double Standards (Telare), originally sched-
uled for a 2003 domestic release, has finally

seen the light of day. Where DeLaria, best

known for her stand-up comedy and acting

GrooveOut Shorts

Erasure
Nightbird

The new album from pop
duo Andy Bell and Vince
Clarke is filled with elegant
arrangements and synth-
pop romance tracks. With
JEE ... " passive disco/electro-in-

L o fused beats and melodies,
Erasure unveils a set of intimate and introspective
reflections on love and heartbreak. Andy Bell, who is
openly gay, shows no desire of slowing down after
publicly announcing his HIV status. Along with Vince
Clarke's technical innovations, Erasure is back with
anather lavish praduction of soulful vocals and trade-
mark synths. From Mute Records (www.mute.com),
More info: wwawv.erasureinfo.com. —Andrea Rodricks

Jim Verraros

Rollercoasier

American Idol top-ten finalist Jim Verraros, who is
openly gay, is releasing his newest album,
Rollercoaster, a straightforward pop record sure fo

roles, previously reinterpreted the songs of
Broadway with a jazz flair, she now turns her
gaze to modern rock standards, including

Green Day'’s “Longview” and Los Lobos "Kiko

and the Lavender Moon,” reinventing them

in ways few might have ever imagined.
I recently had the pleasure of speaking

with DeLaria about her new album

please his followers. The music
is driving and danceable, with
strong beats and provocative
lyrics. The slower numbers are
soulful, displaying Verraros's
sugoestive vocals perhaps to
greater effect than the fast
tunes. Performing in a variety of styles, Verraros
demaonstrates plenty of the allure that has made him
popular with his fans. (His independent CO, Unsaid &
Understood, which was released in 2003, won the Out
Music Award for Dutstanding New Recording Debut—
Male. Songs on the album were on mpd.com's Top 40
Rock Chart and Top 25 Pop Chart, hitting 10,000 plays
after only two months.) Available April 26 from Koch
Records (www.kochrecords.com), —Troy Carrington

Kristin Chenoweth

As I Amr

Blonde, wee, and adorable, Chenoweth is a hybrid: a
powerhouse Broadway diva and a devoted Christian fram
the Bible Belt, who has performed twice at Carnegle
Hall with the New York City Gay Men's Chorus (“which
I'm an honorary member of, very proudly,” she told Playbill
last year). The Tony winner melds these disparate strains

Gregg Shapiro: In recent years, people

have become familiar with the saga of art-
ists being badly mistreated by major la-

bels. Patty Griffin comes to mind, as one.
Like Patty Griffin, you have found a new
home where your wark is getting the at-
tention it deserves.

Lea DeLaria: Well, that's very nice of you to

say. Thank you.

Please say something about your experi-
ence with Warner Brothers and your sub-
sequent relocation to Telarc,

The music industry is going through a state
of flux right now, trying to deal with the free
music on the Internet and all those sorts of
things. It's not just my label. I mean, the state
] 1a real scary place, and the Warner

went under. There iz no more

[Those ( who were

ther home are those

of us who made money with our record. It's
that simple. A lot of jazz records do not make

money, New jazz does not make money. There
are some artists out there who are making
money. Most of them are cross-over appeal-

type artists like Norah Jones, who is not a

jazz singer. Let me take that back. She 1s a

great jazz singer. She is just not doing jazz
on her records. As far as I can tell from Norah

Jones, the new jazz 1= country. [Laughs]

an her new CO, a collection

of wonderfully sung inspi-

9. ™% rational and religious tracks.
& Caution to atheists: The
album does include ‘Jesus

— songs” (as Chenoweth
dubbed them in a recent

interview), including the old-time gospel "Just As |
Am?” When she flings her soprano to the rafters on
“Upon This Rock,” you know you have been churched,
whatever your faith. Curiously, the CD concludes with
the story song “Taylor, the Latte Boy," a charming
concert favorite, which though chaste is definitely
secular. From Sony Classical (www.sonyclassical.com)
Info: wew kristinchenoweth.com. —Tim Brockover

Jennifer Lopez

Rebirth
Poor J.Lo, She's probably
never going to have an
objective piece of journalism
written about her for as long
as she’s under the glare of
public lights. Whether it
refers to her music, her —

Mentian this ad and receive
$5 off overnight and $1 off ground.

For All Your
Shipping and

Packing Needs
- and More

Copies = Advertising Specialties
Notary «Laminating = Stationery
Business Cands = Candles * Keys
Cands « Passport Photos « Fax
Shipping Supplies « Mailboxes
4232 Ella Blvd ph: 713 683-1825

Houston, Tx 77018 fax: 713 683-1827
at Ella & 43rd St

GoinPostal00@sbeglobal.net

Ghances

PridegBattle

April 16" — June 4"

Watch top female arfists in the
region compete for the
RIGHT to play GAY PRIDE

See web for more info

Making That Commitment, Union
on Ppecial Occation Unigue
wath Our ¥ pecialiged Cakes
& Unforgettalile
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Commitment « Bachelor  Birthday
Photo Cakes * Over The Hill » Gags,
Bachelorefte * Engagement » Parly Supplies

Viewr our on-line Photo Gallery at
Houston's f!r't[/u Adult B(L/{EJ}"
Specializing it Erotic Desigus i
Cakes, Chocolates & Cawndies
www.NookysEroticBakery.com

Ph: 281-568-4800 Fox: 281-568-4805
Toll Free 1-877-4NOOKYS

Call or Fax T3 Loday!

Monday $10 Buckets

Tuesday Locals Night: $3 Martinis

Wednesday Karaoke: 9pm-1am with Drink Specials
Thursday Open Mic: 9pm-lam

Friday Sheila Lennon: 10pm-2om

Saturday Dort Tournoment: 3pm-5pm

Sunday Koraoke & $1 Vodko

April 10™
Crawfish Boil

5pm ‘til its gone

LIVE CONCERTS

Every Saturday Night at 10:00 pm
Apr. 2: NINI CAM Apr. 9:
Apr. 16: - > Apr. 23:

Chances open daily at 2pm - Happy Hour ‘til 7pm
www.chanceshar.com

1100 Westheimer = Houston = 713/523-7217




UNBERCURRENT

Galveston Island

The Main Bar
UNDERCURRENTS
Huge Dance Floor | Great Music
Large Bar | Lots of Seating

It's
Showtime!

2409 Market St.
Galveston, Texas 77550

409.750.8571

www.undercurrentgalveston.com
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acting, or her rampant engagemarriages, everyone
wants to take a shot. So, focusing strictly on the music,
and naot on the booty . .. um ... ah, man | give up. You
already know what this record is all about-mare of the
same, only with new hubby Marc Anthony as a guest
this time. From Epic (www.epicrecords.com),
—Lance Scott Walker

Amy Farris
Anyway

The Austin native will perform
at McGonigel's Mucky Duck
on April 23 in support of her
solo debut CD. Produced by
Grammy winner Dave Alvin
(The Blasters), the disc is a
winning mix of honky-tonk
country, blues, and straight-ahead rock. Farris even
covers “Undecided,” a classic Brill Building ditty that
was a hit for Ella Fitzgerald, Django Reinhardt, and
other musical titans. Farris writes some of her own
songs, including “No Exit,"a rare pop tune that cites
Jean Paul Sartre. From Yep Roc Records. Info:
www.yeproc.com. —7T8

Moby

Holel

The immensely talented Moby
returns with another gem
Hotel may be his most per-
sonal and streamlined album
yet, but it wouldn't be Maby
without the progressive touch
he's so famous for. His new
release is accompanied with hotel-ambient, a beauti-
ful collection of relaxing instrumentals. This is his first
album without vocal samples. Hotel continues in Moby's
tradition of beautifully eclectic records and includes
instrumentals, downtempa beats, uplifting electro-disco,
and sultry ballads, From V2 Records (www.v2
records.ca.jp). Info: www.mobyhotel.com. —AR

Tori Amos

Tie Beekeeper

Tori Amos is back with a
vengeance, having just re-
leased The Beekeeper after a
hiatus of mare than two years.
The Beekegperis a classic Tori
concept album, boasting 19
tracks, grouped into a garden
motif—weaving episodic tales about nature, the female
spirit, and sexuvality. Her most earthy and mature album
so far, she adds authentic blues guitars, Afro-Cuban
percussion, and gospel organ to her lilting piano style.
She also conjures mare grit and power in her voice than
in previous works, delivering an intense, moody, and
ecstatic vocal performance, This is Tori Amos at her most
accessible; nevertheless, she doesn't entirely depart
from her trademark ethereal melodies and obscure
lyrics. The Beekeeper is a masterpiece of fascinating
complexity—bath ominous and sweet—perhaps her hest
album yet, From Epic Records (www.epicrecords.com),
Info: www.tariamos.com. —Anna Pomeroy

Various Artists
Verve Remixed 3

Verve opened its vaults to
today’s top producers and DJs
and came up with yet another
acclaimed collection of popu-
lar jazz remixes transformed
into a modern hit infused with
- SRS jrresistible beats, The Vene Re-
mixed 3 album mixes the greatest jazz performers in
the Verve catalog with dance grooves by some of the
world's greatest DJs. Also check out the Verve Un-
mixed 3 album for the original version of these songs.
From Verve Music (www.ververemixed.com). —AR

Yo-Yo Ma
Sitk Road Journeys: Beyond the Horizon

The new release from this
c gifted soloist explores the rich
: cultural and artistic traditions
of the Silk Road, the historic
trade route that connected the
peoples and traditions of Asia
with those of Europe. The al-
bum includes works by Sandeep Das, and two of China's
leading film compesers. The music stimulates the imagi-
nation and evokes images of the nomadic people who
traveled and lived along the Silk Road. Across an ex-
tensive range of releases Yo-Yo Ma remains one of the
best-selling recording artists in the classical field. From
Sony Classical (www.sonyclassical .com). Info:
www.yo-yama.com or www.silkroad project.org. —AR

Various Artists
Linema: A Windham Hill Collection
L) Cinema: A Windham Hill Col-
feetion is a compilation of 12
classic movie themes span-
ning more than 60 years. As
the first compilation of its
kind for the label, Cinema is
: ' a collection of beloved themes
interpreted by Windham Hill artists, achieving a delicate
balance between interpretation and homage to the
original work. The album contains familiar music from
diverse films such as The Gradvate, Babe, Baghdad Café,
and more. The music is rendered in the well-known Wind-
ham Hill style: largely moody, lush, and soothing, most
conducted at a stately pace; but the jazzy rendition of
“Summer Knows” from The Summer of '42is a stand-
out, From Windham Hill/ Legacy (www.wind ham.com
or www.legacyrecordings.com). —SL

Agnus Dei

Reiki-1: Heaven's Gift& Reiki-2: Infinite Mind
The Reiki-1: Heavens Gift CD
is intended for intuitive work-
ing Reikl practitioners, and
with its continuous playtime
of nearly T3 minutes encour-
anes spending as much time
as is needed in each body
area to maximize energy flow. The waves and ocean
sounds between each music selection act as a bridge
that allows the energy to flow freely and gently lead to
deep relaxation. Most Reiki recipients require a more —

t
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So those of us that did well were able to
find homes. It took a little longer for me,
and that was mostly because Telarc was
trying to license the record from Warner
Brothers, and they were being ridiculous.
I'll say it out loud: Warner Brothers was
being ri-di-cu-lous. Telarc can’t even release
in certain markets in Europe because WB
did release me in certain markets in Europe,
and they were asking for as much money as
it cost to make the record. They wanted all
theirs, but they had already made their
money back. [Laughs| Finally, the person
who was dealing with this, he was actually
fired. I think that was the story, and a

reasonable person took over who went, “Of

course you can license Lea’s record.”

There was a fascinating article by Greg Kot
in the Chicago Tribune recently about the
way that music retailing has changed,
particularly for older music buyers, and
how Starbucks has become a force in that
area. Kot used new CDs by Madeleine
Peyroux and the late Ray Charles as
examples. Would you like to see Double
Standards for sale in Starbucks?

That would be fantastie, absolutely, and it's
exactly the right market. | talked a little
bit in the previous question about the state
of jazz. | bring this up because I just recently
was the featured vocalist for the 50th
anniversary of the Newport Jazz Festival
tour. This was a big-deal tour. We've got
Cedar Walton, Lew Tabackin, Ken Peplow-
ski. We've got huge names in jazz, and I'm
looking out at the audience and it’s Cocoon
3, baby! [Laughs] It's all alter kockers
[Laughs] The reality is that with this record,
Double Standards, | am desperately trying
to get people in jazz to realize that they can’t
just keep reinventing the same tunes over
and over again, Jazz has changed. That's
what Miles Davis and Charlie Parker were
all about. This is the music of the college-
age set, and we're swinging it. So the people
who go to Starbucks are exactly the people
that this record was made for, Are you
kidding? That would be the greatest thing

in the world!

When | interviewed you four years ago, at
the time of the release of Playin’ It Cool, |
asked about what you had in mind far your
next CD, and you said that you wanted “to
do what we did with Broadway—to do the
same with classic rock and roll.”

And that's what I've done.

However, in what | think is an even more
inspired move, you set your sights on punk
and modern rock, by revising songs by

Financial Planning for the
GLBT Community

Join us for a complimentary morning of
discovery, refreshment, and discussion!

Date: Saturday April 30th

Time: 8:30 AM until 12:30 PM

Place: 777 Post Oak Blvd. (free parking)
RSVP: 713-402-6409 by April 22"d

Financial professionals present strategies to the many challenges
facing nontraditional individuals, couples, and families

- Risk Management - Leaving a Legacy
* Planning for Retirement * Legal & Tax Considerations*
* Planning for Family Care

Financial Planning presented by:
George W. Hawkins, Vice President, AXA Advisors, LLC
Christopher Laakso, Financial Consultant, AXA Advisors, LLC

Legal Planning presented by:
Debra Hunt, Moore and Hunt, Attorneys

Tax Planning presented by:
Janet Langham, CPA

AXA Advisors, LLC
www.georgehawkins.com
www.chrislaakso.com

AXA Advisars and its representatives do not offer tax or

legal advice. Please consult your tax and legal advisor for your particular circumstance. Securties
and investment advisory services offerad through AXA Advisars, LLC (NY, NY 212-314-4800), mem-
ber NASD SIPC. Annuity and insurance products offered through AXA Network, LLC and its subsid-
iaries. Debra Hunt and Janet Langham are not associated with AXA Advisors and its affiiates
GE-30830 (12/04)

LEOD 1csw, acsw
sed Clinical Social Worker

COUNSELOR

4200 Montrose Blvd., Suite 540
Houston, Texas 77006

713-522-7014

Sdlf-Es = Relationships » Sexual Addiction » Depressgion » HWV/AIDS « Sexual Abuse » Loss

Coming QOut »
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uniQue! Wayne LeDu OUT, of the ordinary!

WAYNE LEDU

713.927.9879 call  713.446.6691

713.331.3024 far
wledu@knappchevy.com

« Conveniently Located Near Downtown
« | Treat You With Respect and Dignity

« InfQut Calls Possible

« Low Overhead - Competitive Prices

« Overnight Test Drives Available

« Mention OutSmart Ad When Calling

KNAPP Chevrolet

Family Owned & ﬂper:lted Since 1939

815 Houston Ave. * Houston, Tx 77007

T 3

:FHEEMhﬁngnrMpa

with purchase of NEW or PRE-OWNED automobile !

Valid only if purchased through Wayne LeDu 1

L------------—-----_-------‘

Daniel Garces

Counselor/Consultant

Voted “Best Therapist”
OutSmart Magazine 2000, 2001 and 2002
Readers Choice Awards

Free Phone Consultation

713.526.8390

www.dansmnd.net
Dan77006@yahoo.com

Work Injuries
Sports Injuries

ART KELLER, DC.

Impairment Ratings

713.781.3344

CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC CENTER £

Auto Aceidents
Acupuncture

3033 Chimney Rock at

Richmond, Suite 440 |
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individual approach than the usual 3-5 minute hand-
position change; this CD enables practitioners and pa-
tients to focus more intensely for a longer period of
time to bring about maximum benefits. = The Reiki-2:
Infinite Mind CD is especially intended for Reiki practi-
tioners at least of the second degree, and offers the
benefit of sending Reiki energy over distances without
having to use a clock. The CD offers two timed music
blocks with 15 minutes and one with 20 minutes, both
apening with five minutes of ocean sounds for a short
inner focusing meditation at the start. From Indigo Music
(www.indigomusic.at). —5L

Everything but the Girl

Adapt ar Oie: Ten Vears of Remixes

Everything But the Girl fans,
rejoice! Adapt or Die is the
first-ever, full-length CO cop-
taining songs from this semi-
nal group, remixed by a stable
of talented DJs and produc-
ers. Overseen by vocalist Tracy
Thorn and multi-instrumentalist Ben Watt, the artists
on Adapt or Die explore this group's influential elec-
tronic pop, bringing ta their music a future sensibility,
while remaining true to the essence of the original
material. No small accomplishment, since Everything
But the Girl has been a favorite in clubs and with crit-
ics since the '80s. This dun was at the forefront of the
glectronic-music revolution, and their sound has be-
come iconic to the genre. = Tharn's haunting vocals are
timeless, and they shine through these new musical
treatments, delivering this group's sense of lovely mel-
ancholy and profound tales of individuals adrift and iso-
lated in an overwhelmingly urban landscape. Amaong
the outstanding tracks are DJ Jazy Jetf's interpreta-
tion of “Mirrorball" and Jay Sealee's madern house re-
mix of “Lulluby of Clubland” that (dare | say it) rival or
perhaps improve on the originals. Unlike many remix
discs, Adapt or Die shows a deep respect for Thorn and
Watt's unique spirit, and feels less like a re-imagining
of their work than an evolution of it. From Warner Stra-
tegic Marketing (www.wmg.com). —AP

3 Speaker High
F Speaker High

3 Speaker Highis the self-titled
debut album of Gabrielis Kaye
and Robert K. Rodriguez (aka
DJ Rob Keith). This release fol-
lows upan the success of their
singles "Make Me Dance All
Night" and “Have a Good Time,"
which have been climbing the dance charts since Janu-
ary. 3 Speaker High further delves into mixing elements
of electranica, soul, and rock, blending disparate music
genres with solid lyrics and melodies. The outcome is
an album alive with music you can bath listen and dance
to, contrasting influences woven seam-lessly into a unigue
fusion and energy. Another novel feature is the subtle
but strong male voices—a refreshing departure from the
female "diva"-driven voeals so often heard on the dance
floor. From PAS Entertainment (www.pasentertainment
.cam). Info: www.3speakerhigh.com. —AP —

m continued from page 59

Mo Doubt, The Pretenders, Patti Smith, and
Los Lobos, to name a few. Can you say some-
thing about that?
Yeah, to me those are classic rock tunes, be-
cause that's my rock era. I didn't grow up in
the '60s with that kind of rock, so that’s why
I wanted to do those tunes. I wanted to do
tunes that people knew and reinvent them
in such a way that I know people that are
halfway through the Pretenders song on
there and then finally realize it's a Pretend-
ers song. They're listening to it going, “Tt
sounds so familiar. Oh, my God, that's the
Pretenders.” It's fantastic, really great.
People will know the musie, and in some
ways sing along. The “Just a Girl" one, I
know every gay man hears that and just
goes nuts, That's the quintessential gay fa-
vorite. “Call Me” seems to be the one that
really swings. It was getting airplay in Eu-
rope. Also Neil Young's “Philadelphia™ gets
a lot of airplay, so we'll see what happens in
America with that.

I’'m glad that you mentioned that, because
| tear up ever time | listen to your reading
of “Philadelphia.” People always focused
on Springsteen’s Oscar-winning “Streets of
Philadelphia,” which is a good song, but |
always preferred the Young tune. Can you
tell me why you chose to cover it?

Please, Springsteen’s doesn’t even remotely
.« « With all due respect to people who like
him, he is nowhere near the musician that
Neil Young is. That's a real song, that's a
truly gorgeous song, and it was a pleasure
to do that song. And to have Stephon Har-
ris playing vibes on it is such a gift. He is
such a brilliant musician. When [ do that
live now, I do it with just a bass and piano
and the bags is arcing, it plays with the bow.
It's really lovely. It comes across beautifully
live. 'm really happy with it.

Soundgarden had one pretty song in their
repertoire...
[Laughs)

And “Black Hole Sun” was it. You took it
and made it even prettier. What was it
about that song that appealed to you?

I just think it's the anthem of that era of rock.
That's why we chose it. You can't do college
rock tunes without doing “Black Hele Sun.”

How did you select Soundgarden over, say,
Nirvana or Pearl Jam?

We did do a Nirvana tune that didn't make
it on the disc, but that doesn't mean it won't
make it out in another form. I know it has
been pitched to a couple television shows
and things like that.

You also enhanced
the funky vibe of
Jane’s Addiction’s
“Been Caught Steal-
ing,” and you even
left the genders of
the original song in-
tact. Is that impor-
tant to you?

I always sing the

LEA

lyrics. It's not about
the singer. It's about
the song. I've always
felt that. Whatever
song I zing, | always
leave the gender in-
tact, So if the song
is sung to a woman, I'm singing it to a
woman. If the song is sung to man, I'll sing
it to a man. It's just my personal choice, and
it always has been.

One of the luxuries of not singing Ameri-
can songbook standards on this discis that
you are performing songs by living
songwriters. Have you gotten any feed-
back from them regarding your renditions
of their songs?

I have, actually. The “Been Caught Steal-
ing” feedback is actually unbelievable. They
were talking about putting me on the
Lollapalooza tour, and then it went. I'm tell-
ing you, I'm cursed. [Laughs] I got a lovely
little note from Deborah Harry, which basi-
cally said that she was jealous—that she
wished she had thought of doing it for her
jazz record, which was really nice. I am cu-
rious to hear what Chrissie Hynde will say
about “Tattooed Love Boy.”

Or Patti Smith.

Of“Dancing Barefoot™ Please, I am the big-
gest Patti Smith fan of all time. You have
no idea what a huge Patti Smith fan I am. I
still listen to her all the time.

I know it’s my record so I can say it, but
it really swings like mad. The woman who
arranged it, Mary Ann McSweeney, who is a
bass player I use quite often, did it as a trib-
ute to Charles Mingus—sort of a take-off on
a really famous baseline of his, “The Haitian
Fight Song.” It works really well with the
tune. I'm very pleased with it. This particu-
lar record, more than the last one, looks at a
variety of styles of jazz. There's fusion of this
record, there is weird musie, total swing,
funk. These are the sounds of jazz.

In addition to the new disc, are there any
upcoming movie, television, or Broadway
musical appearances in the works?

Absolutely. I am eurrently in an off-Broad-
way show. I am doing Samuel Beckett's
Happy Days at the Classic Stage Company.

It's a really weird
play . . . Well, it's
Beckett, That's the
one where the
woman is buried up
to her waist in the
firet act in the
mound and then
buried up to her
neck in a mound in
the second act, and
comedy.
[Laughs] 1 am very
pleased with it.
There are three mu-

it's a

sicals in the pipe.
One is a musical
based on the relationship between Lorena
Hickock and Eleanor Roosevelt, and it’s all
three characters: Franklin, Eleanor, and
Lorena. It's a lovely little piece. It's brand
new. There is a piece called The Drowsy
Chaperone, which is set to go to Broadway
next season that I'm in. Another piece, called
Alley Cats, which is supposedly going to
have me and Lily Tomlin, and that’s going
to be in Vancouver at the end of the year.

Gregg Shapiro is a past recipient of the annual
OutMusic award that recognizes involvement
by non-musicians in furthering the work of

GLBT performers.
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Gabrielle Roth + The Mirrors
St Chillin’

Stilt Chillin’ is ambient music
meets drum circle meets East-
ern-flavored spirituality. In addi-
tion to being a theater/music
director, Gabrielle Roth has spent
her life exploring the ecstatic
experience in dance and healing
movement, Rath and her tribe of musicians have released
their 19th CD, comprised of four tracks of New Age/
ambient textures blended with percussion and randem
vocal explorations and chants. More rhythm-heavy than
harmaonic, this album is reminiscent of a trancey Cirgue
de Solgil-sans-melody. Still Chillin’ could be the soundtrack
for your next vision quest. From Raven Recording (www
Jravenrecording.com). —AP

PEEERARN

0J Roland Belamres
Parly Groove: Winler Parly. Voluime 8§
DJ Roland Belamres mixes this
\"T_':"“” Party  patest CO of the annual Winter
e ! 2 Party in Miami Beach. This disc
H . is a high-energy, fresh compila-
= tion of upbeat, vocal-driven
’ dance music capturing the local
flavors of South Beach and the
essence of this event. Skillfully blending pop anthems
with dynamic grooves, DJ Roland describes his mix as an

discount on sei

Mention this ad.

for new patients!

{\_1 aissance

CENTER

“uplifting journey.” The Winter Party is under new direc-
tion by the Mational Gay and Leshian Task Ferce and is
poised to solidify itself as a top fundraising event. From
Centaur Music (www.centaurmusic.com). —AP

DJ Paulo
FParly Eroove. Fireball, Volume 3

= This disc sports a high-energy
" compilation of tracks by well-

A known and hot new artists mixed

['rnha]l hy DJ Paulo, the featured DJ for
the closing party, Flame, held at
Crobar Chicago. Fireball kicks off
with a deep, ominous voice
proclaiming, “And now the drums will take you . . "—and
they do. Fireballis aptly named for the scorching beats
and aggressive vocals D0J Paulo blends into a rthythmic
assault on your senses. There is no fluff or pretense here,
anly raw, tribal grooves and searing melodies. The Fire-
ball event and CDs benefit Chicago's Hearts Foundation, a
nonprofit group supporting fundraising efforts for Chicago's
GLBT community and HIV/AIDS service organizations.
From Gentaur Music (www.centaurmusic.com), —AP

Various Artists

Mayrield Remixed. The Curtis Maytield Collection
Fans of this late soul singer/sangwriter, beware: if you don't
like house music, you won't find anything of worth on this
disc. Curtis Mayfield's music was the element of strength,
wisdom, and oppression for decades until his death in 1999,
This remix collection, which features a Grandmaster Flash

FREE

Consultations!

Octavio Barrios, M.D.

Carol Donnelly, P.A.-C
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Wae spacialize In cosmetic laser procedures.

Hair Removal

Enhanced Skin Rejuvenation
- removes blemishes & wrinkles;

an alternative to facelift.
Acne (Active & Scars)
Rosacea, Shaving Bumps

713.942.SKIN
106 Westheimer

at Bagby and Westheimer

Face & Leg Veins : : -
Laset Posl/Pantiiiie ¥ DELI/PASTRY SHOPPE &
v SILF SERVICE SEAFOOD
Botox® Restylane® ./ SARA LEE SANDWICH bJ.-.IDF['l
Gay owned and operated! ( ?&T;S}:&ER[E CCKEN

Se habla espariol.

’E!e Community's Best Grocery Store,
OutSmart Gayest & Greatest
Readers' Choice Awards.

Your Kroger Signature store 0
offers one-stop shopping coj

v MEAL CENTER

v NUTRITION CENTER

v ORGANIC PRODUCE

v WINE CHILLER

v FLORAL SHOPPE e
v FID WORLDWIDE FLORAL DELIVERY
v PHARMACY

3300 Montrose Blvd.

713.526.7865
Pharmacy: 713.526.1239

LI remix, falls shart of doing any of
his songs justice, with the pos-
sible exception of Ashley
Beedle's re-edit of “Do Do Wap
Is Strong in Here," a fine recre-
! ation of a classic that doesn't
compromise its integrity, but still
adds a little flair. From Rhino (www.rhino.com). —LSW

MUSIC DVD
Tina Turner
.J!! me Best—The Live Collection OVl
Everyone discovers Tina Turner even-
tually. And whether as a product of
her early days with Ike, her gathering
momentum in the "70s, or her ahso-
lute explosion in the '80s, we all found
a way to like Tina. With her continuing
steps in the mid-"90s, she has ce-
; mented a career for herself that tran-
scends qeuera!mm This collection captures that
perfectly—a series of timeless live performances from all
paints in her career, featuring brilliant duos with Bryan
Adams and David Bowie, as well as a blistering perfor-
mance of “We Don't Need Another Hero” from the 1985
film Mad Max Beyond Thunderdame, which was my first
exposure to her. If you haven't discovered Tina yet—you
will. From Capitol (www officialtina.com). —LSW

Read more GrooveDut Shorts at
www.outsmartmagazine.com.

Coming to Creative Life l

"I Used to Worry All the Time"

| Rev. Dr. Jesse Jennings presents four
Sunday talks on the faith of a Higher
FPawer and why it's okay to relax.
Weekly at Sam and 11am with
children's ciasses at 11.

Festival of the Arts

a celebration of visual and perform-
ing art in a coffeehouse setting
Sunday evening, April 17

Authentic Women's
Leadership Gathering

an empowering time together with
Marsha Lehman,

Saturday, April 30, 9am-4pm

Women Who Run With the
Wolves

art and spirituality workshop with
Debby Gibson

Saturday, May 7, 10:30am-5pm

5328 Spring-Stuebner Road,
ks east of Gosling between
(exit TDA) and Kuykendahl
Sunday celebrations - 3& 11am
Jesse Jennings, D.D.,

Founding Minister

Spiritual Center

www.creativelife.org » 281 350 5157

Patrick J. McNamara, MD
Medical Director

Vada Askew
Medical Esthetician

1512 'W. Alabama St.

Houston, TX 77006
(713) 533-0800

www.nurturehealth.net
ui

the
skin renewal
center

nurture health

a more youthful appearance

Are you ready to eliminate

B wrinkles, crows feet, frown lines?
B sunken cheeks, facial wasting?
¥ sun-damaged skin?

B excess body hair?

Let us help you
with our state-of-the-art
medical spa treatments

Free Skin Analysis!

new patients receive 20% off first treatment with ad

1l

THE HOUSTON
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL

www.ifest.org

New Lower Price!
Early Bird Discount (il April 17): §7
At the Gate & After April 17: $§10

THE HOUSTON INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL

| 2

Children Under 10 Free

Find out more! www.ifest.org

L] L]
spotlighting

April 23-24 & April 30-May 1, 2005

11 aMm -8 PM

Downtown Houston
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ReadOut

by Aaron Coleman

SARAH, NOT PLAIN, NOT TALL

For National Poetry Month, wordsmith Sarah Crowder checks in

This month marks the 10th
celebration of National Poetry
Month, inaugurated by the
Academy of American Poets. To
observe the annual occasion, we
checked tn with Sarah Crowder.
Fellow poet Aaron Coleman, who
is completing work on his e-book
Volume NeXt, recently sat down
and chatted with the diminutive
Crowder, a steadfast straight
ally as well'as a favorite poet in
the community (she also con-
tributed to the People to Watch
coverage in our January issue).
One of her poems follows

'm originally from the
Midwest, but I've been in
Texas long enough to lose
the clipped, nasal accent of my
native people. I studied the per-
forming arts in college (musie,

Suddenly, Sarah: *I've recently begun writing a comedy-horror novel with
the working title Houston Sucks," says poet Sarah Crowder.

don’t have a personal life. Be-
tween all of my artistic projects
and working 50 hours a week
as the office manager for three
restaurants, there's not much
time left over for anvthing else.

I guess, all in all, T really
want to be the first pin-up girl
of poetry.

Tablecloth

You would think from the shesr amount
of emation | have for you

That some of it would spill over

And stain you

Like tea on a tablecloth

THOMLAS

But you are
A pristing, bleachad white

I'm overflowing
And you remain untouched

specifically opera, and theater),
and owned my own theater com-
pany very briefly. I've written
fiction since I was 10 or 11, but
I started dabbling in poetry just
a few years ago. I've always
resisted being called a poet,
because | maintain that [ am
just & prose writer who learned
to make clever line breaks.

I currently host the open mic
poetry night at Helios on the

last spring. I was the primary
voice actress for KPFT's Radio
Theatre for a year, as well as a
writer for the show, and I'm
currently working on my first
short film, which should be
completed in late spring. I've
also recently begun writing a
comedy-horror novel with the
working title Houston Sucks.
My first chapbook of poetry
(The Turnip Made Me Do It)

board of directors of The Pan-
handler, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that will produce its first
poetry quarterly next month
[available at Taft Street Coffee,
Helios, and various local book-
stores; find more information at
www.thepanhandler.org].

I do prefer comedy to the
dire “my dead kitten"” school of
poetry, but even my most hu-
morous pieces contain some

ON THE WEB: Read two ad-
ditional Sarah Crowder poems
at www.,outsmartmagazine
.com and find more at her site,
WWW.perverseosmosis.com.

Coleman interviewed the
singer Miss Lupita for our
February issue. His e-book,
Volume NeXt (which ineludes
poems from his first book, A [,11,1,39.

Aaron

came out in July 2002, and last
yvear | edited a zine that used

fourth Wednesday of every
month, A eouple of years ago, I
only pseudonyms called Zom-
bies & Kittens with another
Houston poet, E. K. Keith. My
pseudonym was Apocrypha
I currently serve on the

wrote a series of performance
monologues called Dating
Monsters. 1 performed the best
of the series, “Wallflower," in a

gpotlight performance at Helios  Jones.

ReadOut Short

Edge of Midnight: The Life of John Schiesinger
William J. Mann
Billboard Books (www.watsonguptill.com/index_billboard.php)
pril 2005 marks the 35th anniversary of the first X-rated
film to win an Academy Award—John Schiesinger's Mid-
night Cowboy—and Billboard Books marks the occasion with
the publication of the first biography of the film director, =
Schlesinger's career in cinema, stage, opera, and television
spanned half a century, but it was his films that made him
famous—films like Darling, Billy Liar, Midnight Cowbay, Far from the Madding Crowd,
Sunday Bloody Sunday, and Marathon Man. = Edge of Midnight is the story of the
extraordinary Schlesinger, from his early days as an actor for the BBC carefully con-
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Aaron Coolery), will be availab
goon ab www. .,usumrrmm!mrw
.cam. This month, Coleman begins
hosting Featured at the Center, an
evening of performance and art at
y the Houston GLBT Community

J‘q for my personal .hfe' I Center. The first nighi in th is
keep it as secret as possible so monthly program is Friday, April
no one can figure out that I 8 7-9p.m

cultural eriticism or emotional
truth that the audience can
And I do slip up and get
serious from time to time.

share

cealing his homosexuality (then a crime in Great Britain) to the ultimate prize, the
Oscar, and his glittering nights as 2 Hollywood host to his critical and box office
successes and failures, Here, too, are his revelatory, often hilarious, anecdotes about
Sir Laurence Olivier, Julie Christie, Dustin Hoffman, Glenda Jackson, Dirk Bogards,
lan McKellen, Sean Penn, Sally Field, Rupert Everett, and Madonna, = John Schlesinger
in 1971 on Sunday Bloody Sunday, "it's my story, my own bloody Sunday—my affair
with a young man. Nothing like it, ever, has been put on the screen before. That kiss
was going to be in close-up or not at all." In 1995, on Midnight Cowbay: | don't know
if many people are aware that Warren Beatty wanted to play the cowboy. Oh, yes, he
really, really wanted the part. But | wanted an unknown, and Jon Voight was perfect—
sexy enough but not glamorous like Beatty. Somehow seeing Warren Beatty fail as a
hustler an Forty-Second Street would be sort of ludicrous)” = Somehow not reading
Edge of Midnight would also be sort of ludicrous. —Tray Carrington Il
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First-Time Home Buyer’s Guide

From curb appedl to creative financing, we present
plenty of community real estate resources and tips
on buying your dream home, and getting
the deal that's right for you

INSIDE:
Real Estate Agents, Mortgage Lenders, Title Companies,
Home Improvement Specicalists, Landscapers,
Propery Listings, and More!
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HOME ECONOMICS

A crash course in how to buy your first house

by Trista Marrison
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550 Post Oax Bo TE 350
HOUSTON, TX 77027

It Is Al About You !
Call to see how my 20 years of
experience can benefit You.

Email: richard@richardhill.com

Office: 713-621-8001
Direct: 713-980-5111

Karen Derr
713-875-7050

New, period construction with incredible view
of the downtown skyline. This 3 story, 3 bed,
3.5 bath home features tons of modem amenities
and a lovely, private yard. $269.900 Call Bob
Derrat 713-875-7049,

Beauntiful outside and stunning on the
inside, this hight and bright 3 bed, 2 bath
Heights home has 2nd floor master suite, re-
laxing backyard and 600 additional square
feet of balconies and decks! $329.000 Call
Glen Fillmore at 713-875-9482

Glen Fillmore

Independent Realtor Executive

713-875-9482

HareM DeErm b AssociaTeEs REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS § KaRENDERRA.COM

Now under construction, this 3 bed,
2.5 bath Heights home will be fantastic
with arched windows, hardwoods, high
ceilings and more. Buy now and choose
your colors! $229.900 Call Bob Beszbom
at 281-650-2726

Outstanding 3 bed, 2.5 bath Brown-
stone style loft on comer lot in the
Heights, Light, bright, spacious & stun-
ning! $339.900 Call Bob Beszbom at
281-650-2726.

Exquisite 1920s 3 bed, 2 baith Heighis
home with old charm and new ameni-
ties, Entertain your family and friends
with fabulous covered deck and pool
$349.000 Call Bob Beszborn at 281-
650-2726.

Bob Beszborn
Independent Realtor Executive

281-650-2726

Kamen DeEfpn & AssociaTES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERs @ KaRENDERR.COM

Clifford Johnson

Independent Realtor Executive

713-819-0519

Historic Galveston Panama Resort
Condos! Absolutely beautiful renovation
available for you. Live on the Strand!
$175,000-8350,000 Call Clifford Johnson
al 713-819-0519.

S LR R BH G B

LR LR
i aﬂ% T

Live in a church! Wonderfully innovative
renovation offering condos with beautiful
hardwoods, tons of storage and open
floor plans that are great for entéraining.
$165,000-5300.000 Call Karl McWHliams
at 832-746-4920),

Karl McWilliams

Independent Realtor Executive
832-746-4920

HKAneEnN DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS @ HARENDERR.COM

Brian Teichman
Independent Realtor Executive
713-858-4136 v

Beautiful new 3 bed, 3 bath Victorian

home with double porches, designer

colors, hardwood floors, high ceilings.

and best of all it is all new with that
same Heights charm! $379,900 Call

Brian Teichman at 713-858-4136

Victorian style 3 bed, 2.5 bath home restored -
with yesterday's peniod charm and today’s

modern conveniences. Home features onk hard- ——=a8t=C
woods, custom cabinetry and more., 3364875

Call Richard Buentello at 281-222-9311.

Richard Buentello

Independent Realtor Executive

281-222-9311

HKarEn DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS @ HARENDERR.SOM

KAREN DERR

& ASSOCIATES REALTY




3814 Bethel

GrayHomeTeam.com | [ e wite oo momit

smart move fileiood flooring, re-textured and nevily

= painted walls, new cabinets, pedestal

Specializing in Inner Loop Areas sink, breakfast bar, gated driveway,

#1 Top Producers 2003 and 2004 m"“ﬂ‘m and so much more! A
Robert Gray 713.298.1481 $159,999

Dana Gray 713.540.5379 Cynthia A. Silva » 832.746.2569 , . \, 7

5302 La Monte

Beautiful home on huge comer lol in
Mangum Manor Subdivision. 425 with
hardwood and tile flooring throughoul.
Crovn molding. Granite counteriops in
kilchen/bath. Jacuzzi tub, separate stand up
shower, double sinks in master bath,

$185,000

;\!ltson%carm

CTE T ;;

\ll Isﬁllsp{ dal'com
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F )
b & T - ‘ 1||lﬂ I -2z I“E
- |
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Ray Walker - 281.687.8429 \llisonSpearcom

4439 Spencer
Builder Closeout!!!
High ceilings. 2/2.5 balhs,
wood floors, granile counters,
1-car aftached garage with
rear access, front small cour-
| yards, doubla vanilies, gar-
den tub with seperate show-
er, all appliances included,
: maple cabinetry in kitchen. All
‘ this conveniently located
Immtmtwaﬂn Dovnfown  and

15§41 18} Memorial Park.
$165,000

TORS

“to“find your
dream home?

E\-'ctl il the idea of
“life on Wisteria Lane” isn't
exactly what you're looking
for, REALTOR, Ronnie Kee of
AllisonSpear.com REALTORS
can help you locate the
home you've always wanted.
F\]lcmncui in home buying ]' -
& selling all across Houston, 'J_ ._r
Ronnie’s speciality is: “in the &
loop” living. Call Ronnie

today and discover the best
that Houston has to offer. 'FG"H the:set of the 435 HitSeries,  Ronnie Kee, CRS Top

‘Desperate Housewives' Broker Associate Producer
) 2004
A superior level of Real Estate service, Direct: 713.557.4404

opLiving.com AllisonSpear.com

REALTOR S

LT ERTED WG 8 Montrose « Midiown « Museum Area « West U « Bellaire « Heights 713.524.SOLD

sy of ABC.com

HT0R0 Cour
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‘ The Patlerson
Fantastic townhome with great
apen rllnnrllli.lll. Twelve foot rl'i|in,‘.‘5“

an second level with expansive hay
windows & French doors to |-n|-'ull_\.
Private back _\'jlr-[. High 8200°
1322 Fadrview

Art deco freestanding townhome with
custom touches Illl'ul.l_-.'.|1llul Lustom
ciubinets, granite countertops, stain-
less appliances, baleony off hreakfast
arest. Rooltop deck. High $380's

2022 W Maln

Spacious freestanding patio homes
close to everyvthing! Spacious living
level with Ereat -|-'-Il_:||v| kitehen.
Front and back balconies. Large
master bedroom. From Mid $360°

Lintn 51'||'4I|"f
Contemporary Bare with lots of style
in the eves af Downtown! Lofty apen
spaves with large windows for natural
light. Priced to sell quickly, Only 3

left in Phase 1. Fram £199,900)

take yout
first steps

Meff&ﬁ 5«9&;&;@ or a’e&"%{% let
e éa{i:’ pou with al/ your real

estate reeds,
Chris Cook

713-385-3341

ccook@allisonspear.com

_\lhsonSp(‘armm

ALTORS

713.524.S0LD

3200 Kirby Drive, Suite 200, Houston, TX 77098 38

Allison
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Crownpoint Homes
ilUXURlUUS CUSTOM HOME CONSTRUCTION

e ; i Gl i : ' ' Custom Renovations * New Construciion * Unique Design & Planning
] I ] | ¢ 1nl | 1Ay ] N T i

Y rifLL 1 i ; rment 1S Al I | < | ! [ 7]3-869-3440

th | ity ant 158 & home ( m h e 1

gl e e s j Houston, TX

rade up Into higher than wit n ning or | crownpointhomes@aol.com
CRASH COURSE IN ECONOMICS lown should also be aware that most N

0 | T 1 Nno | | 1aa FIELD TRIP
ance || Now tt |

I I T A ik I I

.’_‘M\\
RE/VRY RE/MAX Executives

DaVid Montz (1]3) 661'100] * Specializing In Montrose, Med. Center and Westbury

Stunning Montrose contemporary, two years young! -

One-of-a-kind 2-BR, 2-car garage, 3-story, huge open concept, '
living/dining with 20-foot ceilings, large rooftop deck w/hot tub and
views of skyline, 310 Hyde Park. Schedule an appointment

with David to view this luxury townhouse

For Lease: Two one-bedroom apartments in small cozy complex,
Hardwood floors in one, new carpet in the other, each $525/month L8
One reserved parking space, gated courtyard, 210 Avandale, just east of : g
Monirose. Ask about one month’s free rent. i

] Build on your lot to suit
“or 5 homesites available in the Heights

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE SINCE 1996




NowTal\m

Reservatlons' |

EXCITING NEW
1 & 2 BEDROOM
CONDOMINIUMS

e 170%s

PRE-CONSTRUCTION
PRICING

Elevate your iliL‘wl\“]L

from the everyday to the eXtraor (lll‘l’ll\"
[]]]dt'f]l] ,_1[1\, € condominium homes offer everything vou need

to take it to the next l(,\, Ll and then some!

EXCEPTIONAL AMENITIES INCLUDE:

* Dramatic fover entries

+ Hardwood floors

* Granite kitchen counters
« Spacious owner's suites
« Oversized closets

(1/2 BLOCK N. OF WEST DALLAS), HOUSTON, TEXAS 77019
OPEN TUE-FRI 11AM-6PM SAT & SUN 12-5PM
SITE LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF JACKSON HILL/FEAGAN

SALES CENTER LOCATED AT 810 WAUGH, STE 217 2 ‘

PRIL 2005 OQutSmart

JACKSON

CONDOMINIUMS .

* Private balconies + Secured garages with

* Sundeck and elevator to your door
swimming pool * Engineered

* Assigned, covered soundproofing system

side-by-side parking

713-528-2661 el

Hejghts Blvd

JACRNON PLACK

CONDOMINIUMS

NEAR MEMORIAL PARK.
MINUTES FROM THE SHOPS AND
CAFES OF RIVER DAKS, UPTOWN

PARK AND DOWNTOWN.

-
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Is the schoaol district important
<y QISITIC |

How much af a commiuut

dle? Answ

will allow

it don't suit your ne

si-time buyers ope
market might consider getting preap-

proved by their lender before o

ies. Preapproval allows b

Your

Trusted Advisor; |
Skilled Negotiator,
Expert Facilitator

Call Me @ 713 480-8612

Darrell.aguilar@brooksballard.com
office 713 522-7474

“YOUR REALTOR

FORALL
WALIS OF LIFE”

i .
While Many Other sGElNE||g nF;I\IE;I';#?RE

Realty Companies | 713.875.9482
Are Leaving glenfillmore @ aol.com
The Montrose,
We're Still Proud

3 TocCallitHome! [l Meyer Estates - Shady Acres
< 16-Home Development

5 You're Gonna

- T Pre-Construction Pricing

Love Us! starting in the $280,000's
3 bedrooms/3.5 baths

Bolivian Cherrywood Flooring jis
Granite/Slate kitchen and baths P
SmartHome Technology

Tejas Air, Inc. Mt ss Lo
A/C - Heating Service & Sales

Call NOW for B Heart of the Heights Classics
Spring A/C Check-up Special _ w———— 625 and 627 E. 10th St.

Lance Carnal
Owner

Tejas Air, Inc.

_ \

1
|
LY

KAREN DERR

4
sm Coleman &ASSOCIATES

He g

832.287.6117orecr

WWW.KARENDERR.COM
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HOUSE HUNTER

Tips to help you find the right real estate agent

by Paul R. Huard

[\ s V@ E=mg- R | THE BAYOU LOFTS

Specializing in Houston’s most unique properties
0 TP I i

el
#2P
Large two
bedroom
drtiat” foft
with siudy
ith o full
baths, twe sklights adding good natural
light and 14-ft. ceilings. Beautiful
harcwoods, granite counferio) el
brick walls, glass front kitch
th, create the classic feel you plar
expect 10 a true lof

wen space, n both length

ton shufiers, Folume:s

height
5429000
2009 5., ma clty taxes

space, in length, width ane
Immediate Occupancy

Think you can’t afford a spactous
home close in? Think again!
Beautiful Glenbrook Valley offers
elegant homes in a deed-restricted
setting. Only 1 exit outside the
loap so you're super clase to

From the 140s = 20 different floar plans

TEXAS PROPERTIES

Steve Rooke Terry Stanfield ) 2
713.225.5565 713-582-6871 downtoun, the medical center &
. : e universities!
1312 Live Oak = Houstan, Texas « 77003 915 Franklin (@ Travis « Downtown Houston

713-965-0812 » heritagerexus.com Visit glenbrookvalley.com for
= ey more info.

13225 5565 o www liveoukloftshooston. com

T4 APRIL 2008 OuwiSmart

GLORIA LINDA SUSY JEFFREY
ACKER BLLIM BOGGESS HELLER ONES KUCHAR

the best agents work your close-in neighborhood.

HERITAGE

TEXAS PROPERTIES

JOSHUA heritagetexas.com

SMITH 1177 West Loop South, Suite 1200 ® Houston, TX 77027

o 113-965-0812

REALTOR ASSOCIATE
713.558.3283 OR 713.582.0264
WKNIGHT@MARTHATURNER.COM * WWW.MARTHATURNER.COM
WWW.WADEKNIGHT.COM
Circle of Excellence Winner 2000-2004

THE COMPANY OF TOP PR

%_

DING EXCELLENC

PROPERTIES

RICHARD

SUMMERS
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TERRE COFFMAN

Bringing you the BEST of URBAN LIVING Realtors, sorme of the hallmarks of a great

real estate agent include

A strong knowledge of your area of

interest. A good agent knows the history

of price trends in your neighborhood of
interest, as well as what has or has not Protecting your Largest Asset
sold and why.
A home is usually the largest single investment any
of us will ever make. When you purchase a home,
you will purchase several types of insurance cov-

He or she will also know where the

UL

fixer-upper” cpportunities may be

Select an acent who works thace meich- 1 : :
3235’000 Outstanding 12.000-square-foot comer lot n SElect an agent who works those neigr erage to protect your home and personal property.
856 E. 24th Street i‘:;;“m::g:f"Ag;i:g:;ff“ug‘;;‘;ﬁ’:mﬂ‘:m barhoods on a daily basis. The broker One of the most important types of insurance is a
- studio In bock with 10400t callings and stainad should also know if emplovers are moving unique coverage known as Title Insurance.
Sunset Heights concrete fioors. : =
i L 5 g 2t into ar f this area, and how that will
' ' i et Examples of Hidden Title Hazards:
affect hame values and inventory. - :
* Forgeries * False Representations
Find out if the agent has Immediate L e oty T T :
» Mistakes in the Law  * Undisclosed Heirs
access to Istings. You * Lost Wills « Fraud

ung a gc _
dreams may hinge on working with an StarTex Title Company provides the most up to
date property infermation using the most current
software solutions available.

agent who can show yvou homes the

Our commitment to the community is to provide

QUALITY Services to ensure the most accurate up
to date information for all your real estate needs.

7'I 3.866. 7805

Swilley-Hudson www.terrecoffman.com

We strive in our ability to accommodate in a

f N agent th lis I i g 2 (bt
friendly, professional and timely manner.
kil Alth 1 LN I I ] mean
By er b 14 t pur We Strive To Be The Best In:
chase vill = At * Customer Service
A VoL want if vou can * Customer Relations
auiekh « Customer Satisfaction
qui¢

wvour time showing you |

of your price range ¢

short of what you need. The ¢

good agent Is one wno v

nd will only show you homes that

LANDSCAPE CO. INC.

Jim Olds
713-937-0601

.-_i : m.rlm;m T | i NOEI G Phillips www.exteriorlandscape.com
: As featured in Architectural Digest since 1977

jent with excellent neaoti-

-2 soft market. give and take
. Pick

bargain on vour behalf 3 . s
aca il i’ v Ol Senior Vice President

A good agent will know how to walk 2
: The March 2002 ® Architectural Landseape

that fine line between driving .a hard bar- ESCROW: John Marr % Monev =
i - Al LN . o : Smart Money Design & Installation
gain and what counteroffer has the best CLOSERS: Bob Collier » Grace Saragusa Magazine says S
chance of being accepted BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT: landscaping your | ® Flagsione Patios & Walkways
Look for a good local netwark. Before Terry Pasternak-Vice President h"[::]:::;id big B Irrigation Installation
IJ’\ RTRIDGE you begin pounding the pavement looking Laura Locastro » Kristen Holland : * Waterfalls & Pools

ROPERTIE at hames, you'll need to get preapprovec : i 0
PROPERTIES rl I.- [,.,_., ) |r 11 i rh:‘ '_iJi -.l?- H )‘H l 3700 Buffalo Speedway, Suite 400 Ad(l 15% -I:O e Landscape & Security lighting
or & loan. Your agent should be able to (between Richmond Ave and the Southwest Freeway) YOlII‘ Hﬂme S « Seasonal Color
refer you to some geoed lending sources P
Office 713.418.7000  Fax 713.418.7001 Value

* Drainage Systems
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AMERICAN DREAM

Programs help first-time buyers with down payment
by Chandra Orr

%

It's & daunting task Coming up with 20 percent of the mort jyers pay 55,000 to o . i i i = e
"--.'l-,-'l."._! for the customar y 20-percent gage cai F you don't already $7.000 5 wWhich cover fees Take Bﬂﬂllltllgﬂ of all of ] GE" A COMPE'"TWE
| down payment on a home may seem like it have a h | can draw on'the for processing documents and appraisals our on-line services. : W QUOTE TODAY.
i will take farever, but first-time home buyers equity,” she said imong other things. While that may see Its EASY, justvisitusat o \ i CALL US AT
| may not nNeed as much down as they think That's why many first-time home buyer like a lot, those paving a lower down pay- | : ] e
i , { ;
'I| dccording to Diane Giarratano, director of 3 percent 1o 5 per ment will have an easier time meeting 713'524'18m
Lll £ cation fc et 4 1profit hi f st e el
EI ing and credit counseling service 1 I ng Admirisire 1S ar S REARR
‘ "The biggest myth is that you have ta I 5 e j fi ] o S é&;‘_jortgage 3 S
come up with the 20 percent dowr 0 de i J | . 2 1 L 4 T .
S TN el | » ¥ Associates ' % Associates
people don't know about the first-time tsnotu 1 Arious | !_1,__ OF TEXAS & T ) OF TEXAS
he lyer programs,” Giarratano said bad each aiming to make the dream of home- . @ : | —

HOW FAST ARE LOAN APPROVALS
FROM NEIDER MORTGAGE?

VARIETY MAY BE THE SPICE OF LIFE, BUT

== BN
A
IR

IS THE MOST IMPORTANT INGREDIENT.

: =" 4 i o
i = 6007 Memorial At The Parl
1 We're h PPy to ke part of the many communiries we serve Spacious 1, 2, & 3 Bedrooms available with 1,550 - 3,154 sq. [i.
Priced from the mid $300's

THEY NEVER REST. 18 Foot Cellings

Sweeping Views of Memorial Park and Downtown

Gowrmet Kitchen with Granite Countertops

Adam Barakat
3200 Southwest Freeway, 14th Floor ® Houston, Texas 7702

At Neider Mortgage, we'll show you the short- refinancing. Fast, yes. But detailed too. Which /'\ N EI DE R 713.543.7336 » 866.899.6811 = 713.543.6760 Fax

Hardwoeod and Stained Concrete Floors

-1

Private Balconies = Low Monthly Fees

irketed By Personetie & Associdtes, LLC

est path to the perfect loan. With 20 years of  means, you'll enjoy your new home quicker www.wamuloans.com/adam.barakat

1" _ &
too. Call 713-355-4288 or check our website ‘ A M 0 RTGAG E B e
Mortgages made easy -

('} Washington Mutual

Broker participation welcome
Sales Office Open Daily 713.426.6771

Mon-Fri 11-5 = Sat-Sun 1-5 @

www.6007memorial.com

experience, we make quick work out of meet-

ing your requirements, be they purchasing or  at www.neidermortgage.com
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JOE TRAMONTE
REALTY

1802 Broaoway, Surre 122 Gawveston, Texas

V.J. TRAMONTE

(800) 765-4030
(409) 765-9837
EMaL@TramonTeREALTY.COM

Voted Best Realtor for 2003 /2004
by OutSmart Readers

WWW. TRAMONTEREALTY.COM

e e ey

Rentals

|
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222 Gmorson
2202 Kane
1912 Hipling
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WESTERN MORTGAGE

CORPORATION

“Great Rates, Less Filing” (117,

We want to be Your Family

Mortgage Specialist!

~ Rates are still low;
give us a call or apply online!

713-467-7904

www.wmctx.com

9219 Katy Freeway., Suite 115
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FEATURING

SHOWER SYSTEMS

[OT0 TOILETS

KITCHEN FIXTURES
BATHROOM FIXTURES
WATER HEATERS
TANKLESS WATER HEATERS
PLUMBING PARTS & PIPES
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Cell: 713.240.6320
Fax: 713.559.8507
rdperez2002

TOP PRODUCER
1998-2004

Voted one of the Top Realtors® 2004
OutSmart Magazine

TrE METROPOLITAN

KELLER WILLIAMS
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Jerny Jaggersl@mwachieving
JNOLE” his 2004
ent market

help I
elevated Jerry to the # ut of at
) Karen Derr Realty. He can be reached at...

713-801-7076

4609 Floyd
Wonderful new
construction:

Rice Military area.
Three-story, 3BR,
3.5 baths. Each
has its own yard,;
call for floor plans

One sold, three
available.
From the 280's.

and specifications.

718 E. Heights
Hollow

Best Downtown
view in Houston.
Three-story.
beautiful home,
3BR, 3.5 baths,
upgrades too
numerous to
mention.
Balconies on
each floor.
Outstanding home
— a must-see

$339,000
4705 Gibson
Incredibly Kenneth Zarella
W
roovater 713.203.3533
bungalow,
3BR. 1.5 baths, www.kennethzarella.com
close to kzarella@evl.net
Memorial Park. Visit my Website for FREE
Hardwoods, buyers' and sellers’ reports
wainscoting, =
stainless-steel (# Prudential
gEpRancRS, GARY GREENE
$239,000 REALTORS
aren e e
-
= g =
I " ———
A matve Houstoman, Darrell Apuilar has a
depree in Business Finance and specializes
i 3 n One-0n-one client
[L':.Il:'HI'-i:||‘?‘. At GMAC - ® ®
Hr{}t}hs HaH&r[l Real Esmare, Darrell doesn't
just promise outstinding a
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l' W g ‘.i'll.ii a 1';I\-'||"|'|r'l.'|: =Ts » - - - ] . YOO
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. only nanonal real estate company that gives
Office: 713.5622.7474  clients the power to grade howw well Darrell and pore! U 69 90U
Cellubar: 713.480.8612 performs. With a94% customer sarisfaction
www.brooksballard.com  score, vou already know vou're gerting the 1 Bob De s N4C
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Special Advertising Supplement

MORTGAGE MATTERS

There are loan options to suit most every buyer

by Mark Edward Nerc

hen it comes to shopping for

j y for the loan they want and e
! s could equ savings in the ) their homes for many years
|
Ular n is the
' > loan. Under these loans, bor-

s willing to sacrifice the long-term
4 lixeg-rate

oan can get a lower

Who Defines
Your Yard?

Windswept Landscape Studios

Distinctive Landscapes

Consider Suzanne Anderson Properties your real estate partner
in Houston! Our agents and brokers appreciate your need for
a company with a proven record in successful real estate sales
and leasing. We are that company!

Buying your first home? Selling your beach house? Your
| choice of a real estate partner relates directly to the success of
vour venture. Our agents have decades of combined experi-
ence and they know the “ins" and “outs” of real estate transac-
tions. This includes residential sales, leasing and investment
properties anywhere in the Houston area.

Please give Suzanne Anderson Properties the opportunity to
exceed your expectations,

suzanne

Looking to buy or sell property?

713.263.7771
info@windsweptlandscape.com

www.windsweptlandscape.com

anderson

PROPERTIES

713.529.8484
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replacement mort
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Then there's

Crossing a t N mortga

or adjustable-rate mortgage. These loans
stay fixed for five
vert to either fix
mortgages
fixed-rate mortgages, but carry the risk of
having the last 25 years of the loan being
an unknown
Again, it's an option good for people

who like fixed payments, who need raom

on the rate to qualify for the loan or who

expect to move before the fixed part of t
loan expires
There's also low-documentation and No-

documentation loans. If you're self-

Live on the edge...

loft sensibility, luxury lifestyle

N

DOWNTOWN
CLU

e o e b Carp Fremily

1716-1722 Washington Ave

Flats from $299-5606 $249,000, 2-story penthouses
from $3+5:600 $319,000. Great views from the edge
of Downtown on rapidly developing Washington Ave

713-224-2777 - www.sandragunn.com

WASHINGTON

sandra.

PROPERTIES

brawnaings

2 “.I TS

INCENTIVE! From now until April 15th, closings at
Washington Lofts will include a free one-year Athletic
membership to The Downtown Club - a $2,600 value!
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agreement known as “equitable ownership”  each cther and make plans well in advance  really was.”

position of the p

can be drawn that states how proceeds for th erty upon dis- In some ways, Hunt says, property owr-

should

split up when the property is salution of their relationship. “It's while cou- ership agreements can resemble prenuptial
sold. Hunt warns that such agreements among our heterosexu
agreements must be reduced to “The myth I have been f|ght"|g al counterparts. They spell out what
writing in order to be enforce- " = = -
for years IS that IOInt ownemhtp ery together, and they dictate what
- o implies rights of survivorship. i napoen whena oy
who may have made mortgage - " " - . want to own the property any:
My House is Your Home o e vt There is no implied survivorship |
, _ can prove ownership interes in Texas for any jointly owned  ~oeement con pave the way for.
Prf\/ate OWI’]E‘I’Ship agreemeﬂtS n‘]é‘]ke Sernise and make a claim maore predictable outcome if ane

for ga}/ aﬂd JE’SDI&F’] hOUSehOPdS Hunt emphasizes that these property in(:Iudi“g real eIStatev partner wants out and the other
arrangements have to be done a“tos’ or ha“k accou“ts_” one doesn't

happens while a couplé owns prop

able. In that way, the partner

0I5 not listed on the title

doesn't

actively, "The myth | have been “It's a ‘pay me now or pay me
|i by JOE' MIJ&HD fighting for years is that joint later” kind of t ing * Hunt adds
I" ownership implies rights of survivorship getting along and while they're in You could pay a couple hundred dollars
There is no implied survivorship in Texas for ent that it's best to talk about things fora ] agreement tailored o the
I De 1987 to propert y done = fact. H e any jointly owned property inc rea : - them reduced to writing,” recom- s during a year when
| ' t vnershif } nap nd real estate O ngr VG whnen it comes estate, autos; ar bank accaunts mends Hunt. “So that if a time comes when everything is great, or you can wait until a
: ARy and ional Ik out WS In the prop 0 listing one partrer n on the title In any case, what is im } 0 = 15 No longer in agreement, they split up and end up paying tens of thou-
nder | 1" carding to Hol 1 Attor de. In Texas, the set of laws régard We can do things after the fact regardless can refer back to see what the agreement sards of dollars to litigate
rey Debra Hunt. "This is a8 human transa g survivarship, which often dictate the of how the title i structured.” she says }
tion,” she says. "People make mistakes.’ disposition of property for same-sex cou-
Having an expert set of eveballs on the ol have mao to th KCII“EI'I MMltv FI‘ESEI‘IIS...
documents can help with a myriad of Hunt says that's often why a title compa the survivior on the The Punama
|ssues, Including unexpected liens or deal- ny or martgage company will tell a Gay of first owner. If we only have ane partner

A Historic Condo Conversion in
Galveston, Texas

ng with know

Spotting Er-'r'.-___:, like ea

1 liens appropriately, and esbian couple that they "can’'t do” what awning the property legally, we can do pri-
ements or problems they 'want when it comes to stri ICtunng the vate contractual agreements that set up

with fence lines or /5. And in cases title or financing the home using one or rights of posses

on for the other partner,

when buyers deal directly with sellers, it 1s ames. These days It takes an e

including obligaticns to contribute to mort

best O have an attorney prepare the in probate matters, specifically in those laws and taxes

S D SI0-=0XR

| Sarnest money contracts or review them that govern unmarried and 53

SeX cou In fact, it's when anly one partner in a

once they're dr:

Vi ples, to get the Initial documentation done relationship Is shown on t

tle that

For just about everyone, Hunt highly rec- cthy. And that almost never happens makes

n ownership agreement especially

ommends using a Realtor when buying That's why Hunt does most of her w

critical. Hunt points cut that this 1AQPENS

and selling property. "They are trained in for members of our commur

in many ty] iations. Perhaps only

usition ol

dealing in the legal world of real estate transaction closes. “The acg

e nrst ore pdartner

ligible for financing due

That's their forte. The) walk the buyer house is often what triggers the need for to credit reasons. If one partner had a con

is and tract where his or her employer

through the details of earnest-money ( documentation such as

personai

eed to

tracts, and help make selections that a

powers of attorney,” sr

. A very desirable renovation on The Strand by
award winning Kaldis Development located
on the trolly line for easy access to The Strand,
Downtown & the Beach. All floor plans are
unique plus there are great amenities like
a swimming pool, wine cellar, work~-out room
3 private contractual ' He can be reach and much more! For more information call

581.222.9311 Clifford Johnsonat713.819.0519
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savs. "Couples fli_] buy the house in a transfer situation, that

ppropriate for that particular transaction.” ure, ‘Now we have an

asser and now we partner may have needed to be listed as

But for GLBT persons and the issues we need to do the adult thing

1 protect it.’ the sole owner. In mdny Cases, one partner

face, it's especially important to seek legal v, In cases of death or incapacity, simply owned the house be

are |,”I='_li’|'.'l'll:_‘]

help from knowledgeable proféssionals We can mak

®
sbire

things don't end up into the new relationship and didn't want

such as Hunt, whose law firm Moore & warse than they already are.” to refinance just to change the fitle.

o F

for GLBT persons is Lsual- Inca

Hunt has sen

2d our community since Since her w s like the
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WINNING LINEUP OF SPONSORS

Jim Manen

281.748.2279
jimanen(@aol.com

WWW.jimmanen.com

For Every Move
You Make...
Customer Focused,
Results Driven

& ASSOCIATES |

Time Out

Time Out with QuTSMART

SPECIAL PROMOTIONS AND ADYERTISING

|
L___--.._;.. - —'_-_.-F‘

FOR YOUR CALENDAR

This month, check out these fundraising events sponsored by OUTSMART:

4/2 Masquerade Gala. Benefits Human Rights Campaign. Info: www.hrchouston.org.
4/12 Houston Transgender Unity Banquet. Benefits the Peggy Rudd Transgender
Scholarship Fund. Info: www.ticketweb.com.

4/23 Houston Pride Band Out West Concert. Info: www.houstonprideband.org.
4/23-24, 4/30-5/1 Houston International Festival. OutSwmarT also sponsors the
PFLAG booth at the festival, Info; www.ifest.org, www.pflaghouston.org.

4/30 Progressive Dinner. Benefits AssistHers and Uncommon Legacy Houston.
Info: www.assisthers.org.

h Foraf B e w2
Ken Nix took OutSmert to the Great Pyramids.
SHOW US YOUR OutSmanr!
Ken Nix, who travels internationally for his job with an oil company,
carried OurSwmart to Egypt.
Going out of town? Take OurSmarT along. Snap a picture of yourself at your
destination and send it to us. We will publish our favorites. Readers who
submit photos that we print will be entered into a drawing for prizes. Send
high-resolution images to editor@OutSmartMagazine or mail photos to 3406
Audubon/Houston, Texas 77006.

Sara Rook (far r) posed at the
2004 Houston Transgender Unity
Banquet with family friends (I-r)
Deanna Grimes, Barbra Shore,
and Rebecca Williams (also
pictured on page 12 with her
mother, Brandi Williams) and
daughter Christine Rook.

Mudels_. in their nderwear from M2M Fashion
will spark the Alley's Act Out night on April 7.
{Model: Brad, courtesy of Neil Hamil.)

UNDERNEATH IT ALL
Jnin QutSwmart at the Alley Theatre's

next Act Out GLBT mixer on April 7,
beginning at 5:30. Presented in conjunction
with the production of Steve Martin's
comedy The Underpants, the evening will
include informal modeling of the latest
in men and women’s underelothes from
M2M Fashion along with eocktails and
appetizers. DJ Mike Bell from Six Degrees
and Mercury Room will provide music.
This month, Act Out moves to the Alley
Center for Theatre Production, 14 floors
atop the adjacent parking garage, with a
stunning view of downtown. Tickets for 7:30
performance of The Underpants:
www.alleytheatre.org.




by Sally Sheklow

A GOOD HABIT

From her middle-age perspective, Sally remembers a youthful sister act

row’s feet, dog jowls, and turkey
wattles, Despite my menagerie of

aging signs, the inner me is still a
kid—immature, impulsive, and impertinent.
When | was little | couldn’t wait for the
freedom | expected would come with grow-
ing up. Once, at 16, I had adult power
for a brief moment. It was my high
school drama class final exam per-
formance. 1 hoped to pass, even if just
barely. Wearing an authentic nun's
habit I'd borrowed from an authentic
nun, | stepped onto the stage as Sister
Felicity in a hastily rehearsed scene
from Suddenly Last Summer. All I had

teacher recognized my budding gueerness
and wanted to encourage me to get into
theater where I'd find kindred spirits.

1 was so stoked about getting the A, 1
staved in costume after elass. 1 felt invin-
cible inside those massive folds of fabric. A

Any hint of my Jewishness was pretty
well concealed by the giant crucifix
hanging solemnly against my black-
draped teenage bosom. My robes bustled
with purpose as | strode across campus.

purpose as | strode across campus to
assembly. A sea of schoolmates hushed and
parted to let me pass.

Mr. Mendez was on hall monitor duty
outside the auditorium. I knew from his

economics class that he considered himself

a good Catholic and didn’t tolerate any
joking around on the subject. (Need-
less to say, I never got an A from Mr.
Mendez.) He guarded the entrance in
his typical authoritarian stance. What
an opportunity. I walked up and
looked him sternly in the eye.

“May I help you, Sister?” Courtesy
dripped from his usually repri-

to do was stand there in that heavy
habit with my hands clasped and deliver my
lines. For a rambunctious cut-up like me,
holding still required serious acting
Miracle of miracles, my portrayal gar-
nered me an instant A. Maybe I really had
talent. Either that or our faggy drama

voluminous veil and starched white head-
piece hid my tell-tale high forehead and
curly hair. Any hint of my Jewishness was
pretty well concealed by the giant erucifix
hanging solemnly against my black-draped
teenage bosom. My robes rustled with

ALK

CAPTURE THOSE MOTHER’S DAY MOMENTS!

Houkywoon [V
PORTRAIT STUDIOS

Call For An Appointment

:523.9683

'é" !. il I ':.--Iu it
www.hellywood-

With 50% OFF
Your
Mother’s Day
Portrait

Memories

Possport P

portraits.com

Counseling for

Houston, TX 77006

N True Self Transitions

A Program for Personal Growth
< Individuals < Couples + Families < Groups

Enod Gray, LMSW-ACP, C.Ht., CSAT

4200 Montrose Blvd., #540

www.trueselftransitions.com

713/522-7014, ext. 4

Specializing in sexual addiction, codependency, trauma recovery & family of origin issues.
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manding tongue.
| stared, thrilled he didn't see past my
wimple and recognize me—the smart-aleck
kid he'd busted passing notes featuring my
less-than-flattering likenesses of him.

All Mr. Mendez saw was a nun. A nun
who apparently expected something from

Jeff Vannice, PhD

D

£y h r_;.-"r_.:g ist

Practicing

since 1990

- T — -

Gay/Lesbian Issues

Children/Adolescents/Adults

Parenting Issues

Spirituality

Individuals/Couples/Families
1415 N. Loop West, #780

Houston, TX 77008
(Between Shepherd and Ella on the N, Loop)

713-426-4455

him. Had I thrown him into a Catholic
school flashback? Sweat beaded onto his
forehead and upper lip. My stringent eco-
nomics teacher was at a logs. Did I have Mr,
Mendez scared? What a potent feeling!

Poar Mr. Mendez shifted and fidgeted
like one of his daydreaming economies
students suddenly called on to explain
supply and demand. I must have broken
character for a second, because a tentative
recognition furrowed Mr. Mendez's already
frown-creased brow. Was he seeing the real
me behind the veneer? He wasn't totally
sure. “Sheklow, is that you?”

[ flashed a grin. Mr. Mendez’s reverent
look drooped into his standard scowl, Before
he could respond I rustled past him, glided
into the auditorium, and a]i;mPﬁ into the
back row. Heads turned. The lights dimmed.
Eventually the murmur subsided.

After assembly, 1 drove myself home. My
brother had loaned me his 1940 Dodge coupe
for the day. People in passing cars did double
takes at the nun behind the wheel of a rusty
old wreek. Just before I turned onto our
atreet, I lifted my be-robed arm out the
window, black gabardine flapping in the
wind. When I was sure plenty of gawking
drivers and passengers were looking my
way, I held up my hand and raised my middle
finger. The old car’s tires squealed as [ gunned
it around the corner. God, that was fun!

I parked in our driveway, checked the
mailbox, and waved at our next-door
neighbor as if it were any other after-school
day. On my way to the front door, my
reflection in the living room window startled
me. How authentically nunly I looked. Not
schoolkid-ish at all. Before I'd finished
admiring myself, the telephone rang and I
ran inside. My mom’s frantic voice hoomed
through the receiver, “What's going on
there? Is evervthing all right?” Old Mrs.
Vineberg, our strictly kosher next-door
neighbor, had freaked and called my mom
at work to report a nun on the premises.

“It's okay, Mom. I'm still wearing my
habit costume.” While | chatted with my
mother, I spotted our neighbor locking in
from across the driveway. | smiled, waved,
and remembering | still wore the habit,
blessed Mrs. Vineberg with the sign of the
CTDSS.

Even now, in my mid-"50s, nothing’s
really changed. It's still the same wiseacre
me inside, Being middle-aged is like a
costume—a disguise that confers an
iutomatic status we don’t have as young
people. Getting older is fun—thrilling,
actually. Like being a nun and flipping the
bird from a speeding jalepy.

Writer Sally Sheklow and her wife pretend to
he grownups in Eugene, Oregon.
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1117 MISSOURI STREET

SINCE 1977

713.529.3450

-
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Robert

Snellgrove

Imsw-acp

Counselor - Psychotherapist

713.522.7014

www.robertsnellgrove.com

4200 MONTROSE - SUITE 540

Proud Spansor of "t
Houston ALDE WALK 2005
vt the Blue Crex

-

/.
Congratulations!
Blue Crew had
120 walkers and
donated $24,000 to
Houston AIDS
Walk 2005

Call now
to receive
a free scalp

evaluation!

restore your natural
growing hair

Apollo Image Enhancement Center
4007-A BellaireBoulvard

> 713.669.0031

8 apolloimage.net
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COME ENJOY
OLR BeALTIFUL PATIO!

OYER 80
TEQUILAS

GREAT MARGARITAS
— HANDSHAKEN

HAPPY HOUR
ALL DAY THURSDAYS!

HOUSTON’S HOTTEST
AIJ'I‘I-IEITIC MEX c.ll Cl.ll.'nl:

Whos watching
the kids when
youre away?

Want to have your p

Pet Sitting &

IN THE HEIGHTS

Experienced « Bonded » Professional « References
Competitive Rates: 524 /day or §12 per visit.
Special 25% Cash, or New Client Discount!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights
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by Victor Zorn

l*“f‘ Cix A

DUMPLING HOUSE G

Chinese Restaurant

GOOD TASTE

hef Gary Fuller and his wife, Kelly
Kimberly, owners of Café Laurier

A Full-Service Restaurant — Nice Dining View

.the best dumplings in town...”

& Wine, are two of the :
, — Houston Chronicle

restaurateurs preparing for the April 10 SHARE OUR STRENCG T H"S

TASTE

Share Our Strength’s Taste of the Nation

DutSmart

culinary fundraising event. Seventy
percent of proceeds from the benefit, in its
20th year, will support the local End
Hunger Network and Houston Food Bank,
with remaining funds going to state,

OF THE

NATION

HOUSTON

Presented by American Express® ¢ Jenn-Air®

Card
complimentary soup
with entree

HATION

national, and international hunger relief .
Lunch Specials

Tdaysaw eok until 4:00pm

| FREE DELIVERY

(Minimum $12.00 - Tipping is appreciated)

agencies,

Other participating restaurants in the
Houston event (part of a 60-city
nationwide effort) include Ibiza Food & -
Wine Bar, Magnolia Bar & Grill, Pesce, g
Quattro, Trevisio, and Zula. General Taste of the Nation logo
admission: 585. 621 Shepherd #290 » Houston, TX 77098
Share Our Strength's Taste of the Nation, 877/26-TASTE, www.tasteofthenation.org P: 713.524.8410 * F: 713.524.4134

UP ALL NIGHT

|-\ I}'I ontrose Diner, which
opened in January, is now a

24-hour spot. So the next time

¥ TASTE OF THE

(at corner of Randolls Supermarket, upstairs with elevator)
ORDER ONLINE AT WWW.AUNTIECHANGS.COM

ARcse La Tour D'Argent
' 'll feaiwring e
Cuisine
afmaﬁcedm&mm

you're jonesing for a juicy
hamburger or chicken-fried steak
at 3:30 in the morning, you have
another option in the
neighborhood.

Montrose Diner,

1111 Westheimer, 713/520-8281,
www.montrosediner.com

Montrose Diner lights up at night.

FOOD NEWS

» Sky Bar Sushi Bar & Grill has opened in
Galveston (2107 Postoffice, 409/621-4759,
www,galvestonskybar.com),

* With spring, the delectable soft-shell
crabs pan-fried in olive oil briefly return
to Pico’s, 5941 Bellaire Blvd., 662-8383;
9401 1-10, 713/461-5161; www.picos.net).
* Dylan Murray (pictured, right) is now
executive chef at benjy’s in the Village
(2424 Dunstan, 713/522-7602,
www.benys.com).

W = oy ‘h@ .

* We hear that Baba Yega Express will Dinner onhf
open this month next deor to the www.latour-houston.com eall 713-864-9864
venerable Baba Yega (2607 Grant. T13/ 2010 Eliw Bivd gt 21 51, just south of North Loap 610 for reservations

522-0042), Dylan Murray, chef at benjy’s in the Village

We're More
Than Sunday Brunch

Happy Hour
5 Bellinis & 1/2 Price Appetizers

Try Our

Grand 2™ Story Patio
A Wonderful Atmosphere and a
Great Place for a First Date

Experience Our Daily Specials
Homemade Breads and Pastas
All Freshly Prepared Dally In House

Extensive Selection Of Fine Wines

Tue - Thur 11am-9:30pm
Saturday 12-11lpm

Friday 1lam- 11pm
Sunday 1lam - bpm

Al Major Credit Cards Accepted

322 WESTHEIMER @ TAFT
713 523-1014

Banquet Facility To Go

2202 W. Alabama

713.527.8388

www.ziggyshealthygrill.com

HEALTHY
S 00 T
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Out of Town
by Victor Zorn

4

f'/;i‘\\?:?- : -_.

They could be herces: The 40 community titans honored at Equality Forum include (clockwise from top left) Phill Wilson, Olga Orraca-Paredes, Faisal
Alam, Kevin Jennings, Bayard Rustin, Margarethe Cammermeyer, and Larry Kramer. Read about them and the other heroes: www.equalityforum.com.

n July 4, 1965, 40 activists
demonstrated for gay and
lesbian civil rights in front of
Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell.
| Nearly 40 years later, activists from across
the nation (and now officially including
bisexual and transgender brethren and
sistren) again converge on Philadelphia to
commemorate that seminal event in the
struggle as part of Equality Forum, April
25-May 1.
The annual celebration include these
major events:
| * The Sol Mednick Gallery and Gallery
1401 present Trespass: Violating Male
Spaces, an exhibition of photographs
by Arthur Tress, whose work developed
during the golden age of art pholography
in the mid-"70s.
* On April 26, Jonathan Katz, director of
the Larry Kramer Initiative for Lesbian

94 APRIL 20056 OutSmart

PHILADELPHIA FREEDOM

A festival in Philly marks 40 years of the GLBT rights fight

-

-

and Gay Studies at Yale, moderates

a panel discussion, “Invisibility: Gay
Icons in U.S. History.” Mara Keisling,
executive director of National Center for
Transgender Equality, leads a session
addressing trans issues.

On April 29, the International Business
Colloguium addresses issues facing
GLBT executives and opportunities in
the worldwide market. Panelists include
Lowell Sevlin. PlanetOut CEO.

Bishop Gene Robinson, whose ordination
as an openly gay cleric has riven the
Episcopal denomination, delivers the
sermon at the May 1 interfaith service
at historic Christ Church Philadelphia.
Other participants inelude the Rev. Beth
Stroud, the lesbian minister recently
defrocked by the Methodist church.

On May 1, Equality Forum honors 40
community heroes (some posthumously),

A A,

including Faisal Alam, Storme
DeLarvarie, Kate Kendall, Harvey Milk,
Tony Kushner, Martina Navratilova, and
Bayard Rustin. Robert Gant of Queer
as Folk is master of ceremonies for the
event,
* Later that day, Cyndi Lauper headlines
the free National Celebration concert
at Independence Hall. Comedian Kate
Clinton also performes.
The Marriott Convention Center,
the official event hotel, and 21 other
Philadelphia-area inns—ranging from
Ritz-Carlton to Best Western—offer
discounts on room rates. US Airways offers
special fares.

Equality Forum, 800/990-3378,
www.equalityforum.com

Victor Zorn reported on spring Olivia cruises
in our March issue,

NOW THERE'S MORE THAN
ONE WAY TO EN]JOY
GALVESTON ISLAND.

The Commaodore brings you two options in accommodations
. .. Choose the beachfront hotel or a cottage in town.

Commodore on the
Beach: The popular

family beachfront

hatel within walking distance ot

the Island’s finest restaurants

Commodore HomeStyle: All the

) C | comforts of home, in cottages near the beaches in

[ ) Central and East Calvestan, sleeping 8-12 guests.
37th & Seawall Boulevard

Galveston Island, TX 77552-0830

OMIMODDTe: (222

n e Boach nfg@commaodoreanthebeach.com

COTH, Ine

GET PICKED UP
DAY OR MIGHT

HOUSTON OWNED & OPERATED
Call and Setup a Corporate Account Today

*695-6700

Excellent 24 Hour Service Since 1981
Service is What Drives Us!

www.libertycab.net

Visa All Vehicles are independently lessed & cperated by |
Independent Contractors. Rotas regulated / City of Houston

~B)
WE ACCEPT RESERV

LIBERTY CAB.. ..

Pmates BeacH

Helping Houstonians relax since 1974.

Book your vacation rental today .. .800.880.2554.. www.sandnsea.com

. Book SKY DOME,
| SkyBar's private
' dining room, for
~ yourspecial events
~ and meetings.

Now Serving At Lunch
Indian Fusion Cusine

o W wold be Hard to find a trendier
- restaurant in Galveston than Sky Bar...”
; - New Yark Times

i e ~ Sushi & Martini Power Hour

| ' Tuesday thru Friday

Closed Monday 5pm-7pm - $1 Sushi
i ks ié’? Pstoﬁ “e Street Galveston, TX 7755€ :
" ost | . 3 ; Qs
ﬁﬁ— o ‘(409}% 1-4755m q‘;{}. '
TR W AR
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HIV Testing.

BEO i ca Staubner Rd

Daily (Mon -Fri)
om 2nd Blessings Rummage Sale. Liks

19 do mage sale. A huge tent covering most Look, Up in the Sky! It's a Bird,
of the parl ot behind the church i It's a Plane, It's ... Kite Day a kid
Dally (Mon.-Sat thing y in 1 Rain or shine, the can artist jJacob Ha
HIV Testing. The Montrose Clinic of nmage sale is open bot 7 Superabundant At
Manday: B : viEw B61-881
i 710 Pacific, 9 pm—1 am, Tues 889
dov AN Ll Parde AR e Butterfly Bait. Take part of the But-  decorate origami kites. play Japanese
ite. Wednesday: ™
Thursday:
Fri n
Correct Reading.’
Chevis Regal. Zydeco bandisade 9 (Sat finalist for the Pulitze
Wilfre he | protégé Clift | Am Woman. Hear Me Roar. f 15 W

13-17
Dig It. Aurera Pict

KOOKY KARTWHEELS

Pilobolus’ Megawatt, Full Strength

An eleetrifying experience, Pilobolus' Megwatt, Full
Strength is the company's first full-length production,
brand new and different than anything it has previously i,
performed. Megwalil, Full Strengih is a full-throtitle, full-com-
pany piece blending startling energy with an ironie take
on the excess and high-voltage state of the world we live in.
is highly physical (people flying every-
where!) yet theatrical, and features music from Radiohead,

This performance
Primus, Moby, Brian Eno and others.

What: Pilobolus Dance Theatre
When: Friday, April 29, 8 p.m, Where: Jones Hall, 615 Louisiana
Info/reservations: 713/227-45PA, www.spahouston.org,
or www.pilobolus.com

| INFO MEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING: |
| & tew lines of info about your avent: |
date/time: cost: location/address; or- |
ganization name; AND two phone
numbers—one for OuiSmari to reach
you for questions and one for OutSmart
readers to get more infe on your event.
Mail info to: OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon Place, Houston 77006,
Faxinfoto:713/522-3275. E-mail info
to: calendar@outsmartmagazine.com,
NO LISTINGS CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER
THEDEADLINEDATE-MON., APR.T1.

Make a Fisk, C

15816 ¢
Taxing Comedy. Comec

Rod Frazier, M.D.

General Medicine
HIV Medicine
Sculptrae

16 5
Poetry in da Hizeeee! Corrects fGCIGI’ hpoafrophy
Sy Restylanee
Botox®
Collagene

23
Go West, Young Band. |

"

713.521.0340

Free consultation for cosmetic procedures.

= EVJISIT US ONLINE
OF e L b i www.copydotcom.com

(a.k.a. www.houstoncopy.com)

.~ lwebsite
I Relaunch

' + online only coupons

* in-store promotions

* services & price list

+ online job submission

+ quote requests

and much more...

COPY CENTER/COMPUTERS/INTERNET BAR
713.528.1201 * 1201-F Westheimer

30

Money Makes the World Go Around. Fir a

I




love your life!

lisa wannemacher

NECHMAN
SIMONEAUX

& FRYE, PLLC

i ,,H!

Patricia Canmi

Specializing in
Personality-Guided
Therapy

...because every
person is unique

Id Be Glad To Help You
* Build Self-Esteem
* Improve Relationships
* Overcome

~ Stress and Féar

- Depression

llll'l\H)\
1. 237 1717
DALLAS
114,764,004
WEB
v s flame
EMAILL

Came find

:
ot wly

1 pmpx' e are

satying,
“Neclman,
Simoneanx,
and Frye
fs my L
=y
Srrm!

2 <

DEBORAH M. DENSON, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker
2900 Weslayan Suite 535 = 713-850-7225

30 (5w
The Bearable Lightness of Bering. Feri

You're Gold, Baby! [Not to be topped by T

PLANNING AHEAD

May 1 5
More Light PresbyterlansJ’That All Hn'_r Freei'_r
Serve L unda

May 2
TommyTune Awards. |

Galveston’s Only
Gay Guesthouse!

SPLaradise
GUEST HOUSE
OPENING IN APRIL:

Our new gay bar,
Ohe SPink ,Ef)r://f/fm g

1-877-919-6677

2317 Ave. P
Galveston Island, TX 77550

May 4 v=d
A Little Day Music. Tou

Peter Pan. Every cf

May 6
Gypsies and Bohemians. Da Ca

Muy 13
ASterImg Affair. era

PERFORMING AR'I'S

‘ ﬂnd Street.

Authorized Factory Outlet
Diamond Mattress Co. of Texas

Queen Sized
Double
Foam Pillow-Top

$ 499 : S 239 J

+ Up Grand 3 + Up

Sofa + Love
+ 8" Pad i 2-Pc Sets
$199 + Up §590 + Up

Save 65% to 75% Off Retail
= \

Space-Age
Memory

Futon Set

GIFT SHOP

FURNITURE

433 610 N. Loop West 713 869-3100
Net Proceeds Benefit West Heights House

Galvestor 020 Postoffice
894 B00rE821-1894, or www theprand.com
.. for those who live in c:tues farl hnmqu to
rhe ]:metr'pr uf Bertolt Brech‘t}  j

# Houston Youth Emerges
# Island Nite. Gel v

# |esus Christ Superstar. The [

# Life Is a Dream. Pe

Executive Adult
Superstore

oV
Erwz s 5l & Theatre

14002 Northwest Frwy
(Hwy 290) between
Tidwell & Fairbanks-

N. Houston

713-462-5100

www.executiveX X Xvideo.com

¢ The Mmeafa Twrns 1
QCIE HWITIC oy Of ThE

# Movin’ Out s the Tony Sward-w ning

‘-. dfﬁce Hours. it

L ral

4 Romeo and Juliet. ]

‘Seussicu!.t-heMu.si.cu.f.“ . Seuss’s cf

# STOMP. Theze m

The Best of Houston’s Progressive
Visual and Performing Arts.

fresharts.org

Discover why Image Cleaners has

been voted Best Dry Cleaner by
OutSmart Readers
from 2002 - 2004 ...
There is a reason!

I MAGE
CLEANERS

3407 Montrose 304 Gray

713.527.0880

542 Waugh
713.529.1150

713.807.7001

(at Veterinary Clinic

Exclusively feline since 1973

By appointment

Paura Runte', DUM
Marr Fiuie, DVM

New Denmistay/Surcicat Center

As always:
Feline Wellness and Behavioral Issues
713.523.5171
N5 W. Alabama = Houston, Texas 77098
Manday -

Friday T:30am - 6:30pm = Saturday 9am - noon

MAS&AGE
MONTROSE

* Swedish
* Deep Tissue
e Relaxation

Gift Certificates
Available

99




MILES D. GLASPY

= Psychotherapy
» Goy Mid Life lssues

= Depression, Anxiety,
Addictions, HIV

« Individuals, Couples
and Group Therapy

20 years experience working with the
Houston G & L Community

713.529.1913
in the River Oaks Shoppin Center

2 MJ“W P&m
a’ﬁ A Premiere ﬁ

Cleaning Service
since 1989.
Family owned and operated
Move in-out
Travel in team with supervisor
Weekly-bi-nmonthly-one-time
Specinlists in detail cleaning
Packing or unpacking for relocating
Bonded for your protection
YOU OWE YOURSELF
A PROFESSIONAL

HOME CLEANING SERVICE

Free estimate by phone

713.525.1406

Excellent Service, Delicious Food,
Reasonable Prices, Friendly Atmosphere

M|m-nnun Garill
L3 mdsa

e

ﬂ'&-—...

La Fendee Medlierranaan Bnll
1402 Westheimer (between Waugh and Dunlavy)
713.522.1505 » 7135221165 (Fax)
Mon-Sat 11AM - 10PM » All Major Cards Accepted
Catering Available For All Dccasions
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0 The Underpunta Steve Marti

arl Sternheim

¢ Wlener Dur at the Rn::ﬂeru:c.wjer Weiner [

PERFORMING AII'I'S

P — : P
par=s Po
u;zi'*"-’ - j

# HYPE. Do believe the HYPE Hot

j 'a_..

4 After Hoursv Saturdays, midnigh 1 ;
12 the QMZ (Quieer Music Zone) with Jimmy Carper
KPET 901 FM 713/526:5738

+ Queer\fmces (

MUSHE

AIIT] PHOTOGRAPHY

# African Art Now: Masterpieces from the jenn
nguui Collection. |

with the CAM and

* Deep if'i"eﬂs and Reflecting Pools. /

exhibit to the Double Consciousness

4 Double Consc:ousness. B!ac.ﬁ Concep:uulﬂrt
Since 1970. This exhibit of contempor African-
ble impression left

American art illustrates its ind

on conceptual art ir lace In tf

Fis - modern it the Coen
1er rary Arts ntrose Blvd, info:
7131284-8250 or www.camh.org.

[ ] Gold' Naturni Treasure, Cuituroi Obsession.
Midas couldn't have dr of such a sparkling ex

Visit the

or wawwmenil or

L ] Showered in Watercoior April s

WA \ors
0 Superabundant ﬁtmosphare‘ acob. Has
t Acludes 9,000 tiny shimm

ade from silk glued over a

om the gallery

nous sculptural clou

4 or wanwricegallery.org/new!

# Thought Crimes: Theaﬂ.rt ofSubversmn.

¥ Terry Wlnters.fParntmgs, Drawmgs, F‘nu"li.‘;al 1994-
2004, The first LS. exhibit to & rs work

1a t\'l L

CALENDAR

DEADLINE
for OutSmart’s May issue:
Monday, April 11,5 p.m.

Kenneth W. Lester D.C.

I‘ 7 Y o0
HEATLTHAVELLNESS
3930 Kirby Drive, Suite 108
713.526.5252

A new waterfall in a heated pool, a kids water park, a picnic pavilion,

W or Galveston lsland!

S

free continental breakfast, and free high-speed internet.

We're Doing T his For You!
from
HE

$ 7ICTORIAN ) 531”6363

per nite & CONFERENCE CENTER

Sun.-Thirs., Mar.-Apr.

Not valid for holidays
or special events.

A Suite for the Price of a Room

CTOST

6300 Seawall Boulevard * Galveston, Texas 77551 * wwnevictoriancondo.com

CustomCornea

LASIK...

for eyesl l n I

CustomCornea is the first LASIK procedure to
provide a fully customized treatment for your B
unique vision, addressing problems that FZ}Sil
couldn't even be detected before.

Find out if you're a candidate for CustomComea
using space-age technology by calling Eye
Excellence today at 713-521-EYES (3937) to r
schedule your complimentary consultation. -szzss®

eeye
excellence &

Clearly the Best in Total Eye Care

ASKABOUT

12

MO'\THQ

=~~m_o°_-/

SrCE)
\ I.-a"f X I\‘}/TAE

Mary T. Green, mp, Ph.D, FACS.

713-521-EYES (3937)

www.eyeexcellence.com

OutSmart APRIL 2006 101



OutSmart Marketplace

- ACCOMMODATIONS *CHURCHES/SPIRITUALITY - MASSAGE
Gbe- - DARTIES “1Used to Worry All the Time" Cllawic Marage
S | CNGUETS Rev. Dr. Jesse Jennings pre- _“InThe Heights®
m': « LODGING mﬁ‘&ummnnmmm Maturity and experience. Great rates,

713.528.6433 » WWW.LOVETTINN.COM
NEW INN KEEPERS
DAN LUEKEN & TODD PARTRIDGE

. RAINBOW RANCH

| CAMPGROUND
Newy Ovimers

New Management
y Texos' Lorgest GLET

Compground (Rv/Terting
[/On the Lake)
NOW WITH A NEW PIER AND PAVILION!
www.roinbowranch.net =888.875.7596

ROCKIN' R
Your Country Retreat
Gay & Leshian R.V,
Park and Camp

Grounds
R Pull through sites. Large Pool.
Northwast of Houston gt 16930
Whippaorwill Rd, N TK 77868

936/894-3779
www.RockinRRanch.net

Higher why it's okay
to relax. Myatsam & lam
with chitmn'a i

‘Sundays, 9 & 11 am

Wed ys, 7 pm
ML
Spring, TX

' org

“A Place where doubts are welcomed
and wounds are embraced”
NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

(Disciples of Christ

Rent by the day, week, month of year...
Fully furnished 2/3 townhouse, excellent
tor corporate ladging. Living room (w/
sieaper sofa), dining room, kitchen & 2
car garage. Located next to Lovett Inn
with access 1o all its amenities.
Foriroeerionmeion, call
Tralovetima
15225204
orB00-TTR M, or el
resorvatiors b Lovationoom

~ANNOUNCEMENTS

UNCOMMON LEGACY HOUSTON
Volunteer non-profit org dedicated to in-
vesting in the future of the Houston les-
bian community through awarding aca-
demic scholarships and grants for projects
that will enhance our community.
Become an “UNCOMMON WOMAN."
‘!’our LEGACY can make a Difference.
egacyhouston@yahoo.com
Honl hly meetings 3rd Wed of month

- ARCHITECTURE

L DG

LEWIS DESIGN GROUP
Architecture » Design
Health Care « Commerical » Residential
Gregaory P. Lewis, ALA.
License No. 13322
1512 36th Street « Galveston, TX 77550
A09/TE2-3746 « www.lewisdesigngroup. biz

= CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

| Helping Gays/Lesbians
| with Business & Tax
i Problems & Inheritance
| Tax Issues
| Berving Houston & Galveston
Certified Public Acco
Business Consultant

Wasserloos

| 713/526-4760 » 409/939-6922
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KAEHLER CLEANING
SERVICE sinco 1605

| da the o
cleaﬂing"‘

= EMPLOYMENT

MAKE A CHANGE
for the better
Lease or rent space.
Barbers or Cosmetologists
Hair Salon, easy to work in.
Montrose area. 713/522-2263

- HAIR SALONS/BARBERS

SIMON & CO.
Haie Sy lists
‘ o
Parm
-Lakite
Colos
SIMO™N STECIA
TIAA2E- 2100 ® 1310 Fawlheon

- MASSAGE

BODYMAGIC « STRESS RELEASE » DEEP
TISSUE + MONTROSE * INJOUT 9 AM -
MIDNIGHT + 713-857-1009.

Relaxing, therapeutic massage in pri-
vate studio in the Heights. 8 am - 10
pm weekdays and weekends 12-10
m, Call for aJJpomtmem Byron 713/
02-9786. Visit my wegsne at
www.classicmassage.com  Four

hands available.

MASSAGE THERAPIST

» Therupaufic & Relgxing

Luigi
S MT Q27289
‘ﬂ LY

» MicE
& Dul Colls: Weleoma

MAGIC HANDS
281/804-8027

Massage Therapy
Swedish,
Deep Tissue
Aromatherapy,
Tropical Setting
www.oasispalms.com
Paul @ casispalms.com
“now in Montrose"

281-827-2908

o
Profoundly
relaxing...
exceptionally
therapeutic

Paul Rutledge
713/592-0444

* \ated best massage therapist
TX Trangle Readers 2000 & 2001
« Light to deep tissue
+ On-site chalr massege
» Serving for over 7 years
« Gift certificates available

InfOut Calls = Flexible Hours

MASSAGE. Relieve yourself of all tension
with a full body massage in a quiet, private
almosphere by a friendly 30 y.0. male thera-
pist. Bryan 713/777-5634,

p—— |BembayTouch.com
' # Full Body Sensual
= Exotic Massage
o | 560 special
‘= Shower Available

S NS nemioniy davs
o LR
713-480-2004

Reward Yourself

| A NIGE TOUCH,
RELAXATION OF BODY
AND MIND BY

LEE
§32.978.7017

- MASSAGE

HEALING HANDS. Caring and healing hands
with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Balane-
ing your life by restoring flow and energy.
Peaceful, relaxing and rejuvenating for total
health. RMT#2233. Howard Kanelakos 713

528-6174

Massage Therapy
Therapeutic & deep
tissue by Jason RMT.
Body Shaving avail
Mantrose araa
713/524-5400
or
www.jasonrmt.com

I"ru il L'I 1552 |J

713/540-7544

MT#014552

MASSAGE THERAPY
SWEDISH MASSAGE
REFLEXOLOGY
& HOT STONE

EXCELLENT TOUCH
STRONG HEALING
HANDS
PATRICK O'GARA
713.447.2151

DAVE'S HANDS. Shiatsu and Swedish mas-
sage with an experienced therapist. Relax-
ation and deap lissue combined into one
massage. Great treatment from a strong man
832/443-2229. Se Habla Espanal Un Poco

LePepe Salon of Beauty

?13!622 1522
[nQutCalls
3303 South Rice #100
Richmaond/§ Rice
. B
T5yrs experence ., 1orsoe bk

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Tall
muscular, masculine, State Licensed, AMTA
Certified. 11 yrs experience. Incredible, full
body, high energy, lotal release massage
Interloop. Mike 713/863-9603.

* MASSAGE

Wil

John Rodriguez
Massage Therapist
Galveston Island

409/765-5863

jpaulrod@aol.com

LegmmateTherapeullc Massage Full body

%ing “HI’"I sphere. A
y aal.ng and stress ralieving experience
you will recammend to all. Call Zach, 713/
533-1472.

= PHOTOGRAPHER

% 5
L e
713.240.5508

davidlewisima

= RETRIL/FOR SALE

| ANTIQUES TO MID CENTURY MODERN
+ ART POTTERY TO FINE ART
» PRESSED GLASS TO CRYSTAL
= WARDROBES TO TABLES

| Weekends only * Noon-4 PM
' 720 W. 11th in the Heights
or by appointment 281/221-3029

- REAL ESTATE/FOR LEASE

CI‘.I'ILIZED person. Small CIVILIZED pet OK
w/deposit. NO SMOKING, $800.00/mo +
lease/ S-JUL‘ 00 dep. Call 713/444-8756 until
9:00 PM

International Post. Doc. researcher at
Medical Center wants affortable housing.
(Manth ta manth, or 5 months max lease)
around Montrose-Museum-Heights. Cantact
amirosenmann@hoimail.com

« REAL ESTATE/FOR SALE

Don’ nusl hang out in Montrose-live there.
Classic loft interior! Located midtown close
to the t f 2/2.5/2 attached, stain-

atre district 2
less steel appliances, hi-ceilings with ex-
posed trusses & wood floors $329,500 Call
Bob 713/703-3454.

= SERVICES

BOOKKEEPING
SERVICE
inting » Salas Tax
Taxes » Payrol
Recaivable
nts *-:,rpblﬂ
| - » Small-Business Sartup
Daniel Van Deusen » 832/687-5364
www.danvandeusen.com

FINANCIAL
PLANNING
FOR THE GLBT
COMMUNITY

* Risk Management
* Planning for Retirement
* Leaving a Legacy
sLegal & Tax Considerations
* Planning for Family Care
Sat., April 30 » 8:30am -
12:30pm * 777 Post Oak Blvd.
RSVP 713/402-6409
AXA ADVISORS, LLC

Draco Demgns

« General Paint » Dack Work
[ [Zepedas 713/858-6373
or Steven 713/302-8011

WWW.DRACODESIGNHOUSTON.COM

ANI
cOUNTER Tf}:

BY BRENDA

3-410-0236

lalk with hot as men now! S

=SERNICES - SERVICES
GREATIV Granite Countertop &
v J n@g{;‘m Vanities

-CARICATURES FOR
PARTIES & EVENTS
~ILLUSTRATIONS
~DESIGNS i
~-COMICS & 2/
SMALL PRESS
-T-5HIRTS

B3c. EIE Iﬂﬂl'iﬁj

Iiltoonster@hotmail.com 1 |

Need custom kitchen counteriops? Renovat-
ing the bathroom with stone or tile finishes?
Queen of the Tile specializes in residential &
commerical granite, marble, slale and fime-
stone fabrication and nstafiation,

Call Queen of the Tile al 713/383-6200

SERVICES OF THE
HEART
Let Thomas assist you
to honor life's speelal
events, Holy Unlons,
Memorials

T13/322-7626

Gaoy Owned and Operal s

SHEETROCK REPAIRS = WALLP,
PAINTING « TEXTURES « 832.567.3804

Looking for great homes for
sale or lease?

(heck Out OutSmart's
New Marketplace
Real Estate Guide

page 107

Who's watching your
| kids when you're away?

» Experienced
» Bonded
* Professional

P Pet Setting
=in the Heights

Call Daniel
713/869-3698

FREE|
ESTIMATES

 TRAVEL

TRAVEL BY JEFF
Jeff Grieder
Cruise Specialist
B32/875-4800
www.travelbyjeff.com
An Authorized Gayribbean Cruise Agent
Voted One of the Top Travel Agencies

Things in Life You
CanTrust:

Spot Grandma

QutSmart's
Circulation
Numbers!

An ad placed in Outsmart magazine
reaches loyal, interested readers.
QutSmart's circulation figures are |
| audited independently by Verified |
| Audit Circulation, your guaranlee of

| an accurate count.

| V4 VERIFEED

ALIDIT CRCULATION
Verified Audit Circulation |s a national

www. verifiedaudit.com
auditing service respected for over 50
ears in the publishing industry.
fnsm on Audited Circulations like
QutSmart. )
For advertising information call

713/520-7237.

MARKETPLACE AD RATES

Marketplace

Color Boxed Ad psrinch 862 857
B/W Boxed Ad perren 547 $43
30-Word Line Ad 827 325
Deadline; April 11 for the May 05 lzsue, Order by phone & pay by VISA, MG, AMEX, ar
Discover, Or FAX it 718/522-3275. Sorry, we do not bill. Mail ad & payment to: OutSmant
3406 Audubon, Houston, TX 77006-4412. For more information, call 713/520-7237

Marketplace Classifieds are per column inch. Celumn inch width is 1.688. Word line ads
are 30 words or less, plus $1 per additional word and 50 cents for-all words in bold. Add
additional 56 per issue to have your classified ad appear an our website. Ads can also be
placed on our secure website at www.CutSmartMagazine.com
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Also — explore our Gypsy Fair on April 16
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COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY

+ Certified IMAGO Relationship Therapist

* Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

* Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor
» 23 Years Counseling Experience

DENISE O’DOHERTY

3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 210 » HOUSTON, 770898

(713) 524-9525

From pre-hibly tinion parties to the

_rehearsal dinner to the wedding part%‘ :

ol Hie, foo
isbeevervilig

.7 and reception, we are fanatics

713-526-1800

www.ofcourseonline.com

Call Harold Kelly at Of Course for

delicious, fresh food,..
fabulous memories:;,

Wi

catering that really takes the cake.
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Business News

Eclipse Sunless Tanning now offers two services
for people who want summer color without potentially
harmful exposure to
sunlight: the Mist-On
Tanning System and
airbrush tanning. "The
airbrush tanning is our
premium tanning experi-
ence, the same tan you see

on Hollywood stars on the _ '

red carpet,"” says Eclipse's 3 '_‘s"’-."-'i;;;:;

owner Scott Hen- : C e
lhl.-m:n— g

drickson (pictured with 2
his Gayest & Greatest 2004 =
reader poll runner-up certificate for best tanning studia).

Eclipse also recently added massage therapists
Rayfael Roman and Paul Landry to its staff, In addition,
the firm ofters an array of candles, soaps, and bath salts
as well as work by local artists

Eclipse Sunless Tanning is located at 415 Westheimer,
Suite 103. The phone number is 713/520-8611, and the
wehsite is www.eclipsesunlesstanning.com.

Patrick McNamara, M.0., has opened the Skin
Renewal Center at Nurture Health at 1512 West
Alabama (713/533-0800). At the new medical spa, the
staff offers a range of treatment options, including Botox,
Sculptra, FotoFacials, and micro-dermabrasion, The Skin
Renewal Center will hold an all-day open house grand
opening on April 15.

The center's website is www.nurturehealth.net.

Dr. McNamara maintains his internal medicine
practice at 4101 Greenbriar, Suite 355 (713/524-4837).
The website is www.patrickmcnamaramd.com

Cristina Martinez has published the second edition
of the Gay & Lesbian Rainbow Pages. The 256-
page directory is available at no charge at locations
throughout the community. The Rainbow Pages phone
number is 281/997-9778.

On March 10, Martinez as well as Houston Gay &
Leshian Political Caucus president Maria Gonzalez were
hanored at a National Women's History Month reception.

At the event held at Meteor, Martinez (r) posted with
community activist Linda Morales (1) and her partner,
Raquel Cedillo (c), the event hosts.

Gay & Leshian Rainbow Pages has begun hosting
GLET nights on alternate Tuesdays at Montrose Diner
{111 Westheimer, T13/520-8281, www.montrosediner.com)

Send your business news to OutSmart, 3406
Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006, or e-mail to
tim{@outsmartmagazine. com.

GETS YOUR
MEMBERSHIP
STARTED

Feeling good about yourself
and how you look is the key.
We can help you get there
with a pregram just for you.
Call Todayl

1 501 Durham Street
713-880-9191

www.houstongym.com

“Tout dub for details, DFFER EXPIRES
AFRIL 30, 2005.

Gay & Lesbian
RAINBOW

Pagesm

Chinese Restaurant
TAKEOUT OR DELIVERY

Pick-Up Your Copy of the

2005 edition
at all your gay & gay-friendly
establishments

with 515.00 or mare
limited within 3 miles

TEL: 713.529,52838
TEL/FAX: 713.529.4887

1952°"MONTROSE + HOUSTON, TEXAS
Mon-Thur: 17am-10pw ® Fri-Sat: 11am-11pm =S0n: 4:30-10pm

Call Today or complete the
Advertsing Request Form, in the
back of the directory, to reserve
your spot for our 2006 edition.

Order over Order over Order over
S15 get $20 get 10 §30 gel Space is limited, so don't be left out!
two eggrolls steomed dumplings chicken lo mein
 FREE - REE 281 997.9778

" FREE
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first professional production. He thought I'd
be too nervous. But it was a grand
experience. So he was my firat producer, and
he was always around. We lived a couple of
blocks from each other in the Village, so |
was seeing him all the time. He'’s been a

mentor ever since, and
we've been friends.

So besides the play-
wrights’ workshop,
you're also teaching a
playwrighting class at
UH, right?

Yes, in that class we just
talk about the scripts
that they've started or
the scripts that they've
finished and try to whip

them into some kind of

shape that they'll be
proud of, and let them
understand what writ-
ing a play is and what it
1sn't,

What were your first
impressions of Houston?

When I first got here and they took me

there, 1sn't 1t?” And the others didn't know

what. . .

ALBEE IN NY

When we interviewed Lanford Wilson,
his friend Edward Albee was in New
York for the acclaimed new Broadway
production of his searing drama
Whao's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? Bill
Irwin and Kathleen Turner star in “the
great marital wrestling match of a
play” (to quote New York Times
drama eritic Ben Brantley), which
opened on March 20.

Albee, who began the New
Playwrights Workshop at University of
Houston in 1988, is on temporary
leave to deal with illness in his family.
Now 77, the dramatist has announced
that he is working on a new play,
currently titled Me, Myself and I

around campus, [ said, “I like it already,”

because | had left 12-degree weather in New
York and arrived in 60-degree weather here.
I'm getting to the point where if I don't have

queens?

time when . . .
then—generation

absolute last day y

They didn't understand the conflict be-
tween the father and the son?

They didn’t quite get it. It was during the
what was the catch phrase
gap? And that was the
ou could use the [phrase]

generation gap and get
away with it. The news-
papers reviewed it as a
generation-gap play and
no one came, because we
were all sick of gene-

ration gaps

Do you remember the
first time a journalist
asked if you were gay?
No. They just said,
“Have you always been
openly gay?” And I said,
“Well, since I found out
what the hell I was.”
And it was such a relief
to be able to have an
excuse for my peculiar
psyche. It's all in Lemon
Sky. 1 was in my fresh-

man year in college

when that poet came around.

Back to The Madness of Lady Bright. Had
you had personal encounters with drag

of the negative reviews, seeing people walk

out, and seeing people say, “What a piece of

shit!” on their way out at intermission for
vears. So the immediate effect was actually
something on the order of, “Well, it's about
time” and “Thanks very much, but 'm in
the middle of a rehearsal.” And then about
four months later, after I'd retired out to my
house out in Sag Harbor, | sort of said, “Son
of a bitch, that is cool!”

Did they give you a dinner?
They give you nothing. When I got it, you

got a telegram.

Growing up in Missouri as you did, was
Tennessee Williams a big influence?

Oh, of course. I was in a production of The
(rlass Menagerie when I was in high school.

And then people tried to say that Lemon
Sky was influenced by The Glass
Menagerie?

Not at all. When 1 !‘|I".."1H.\' found a way to
write that play, I didn't want it to be a
narrated play like that because The Glass
Menagerie 15, and I sure didn’t want the
comparison with that. But it just finally
came out that way, and [ was really annoyed
that it did, but it did

Did you know Tennessee Williams
personally?

Yes, very well. We worked together twice. |
did the libretto for Summer and Smoke, as
an opera. Lee Hoibe did the musie. And it's

Manrl

LIST YOUR PROPERTY HERE. FOR ADVERTISI

etplace Home Guide

816 West 13

th

L il
il

JHouston_Heights

Jeffrey Kuchar

Broker Associate

713.297.5605

This Vietorian home boasts a modern interior with old
style charm. Versatile layout! High ceilings, French doaors,
large windows and beautifully colored walls make this
home bright and vibrunt. Renovated in "98 with refinished
hardwoods and Mediterranean tile kitchen floering and
countertaps, large walk-in master closet, deck with lush
garden in back, great for entertaining! $259,500

HERITAGE

TEXAS PROPERTIES

G INFORMATION, CALL 7 0.7237

The Collective at Baldwin Park

In Mid-Town: 7 Sfory Mid-Rise with Retail /Restavrants ot street level
925 to 4000+ sq.ft. = High-end finishes = Next to Baldwin Park

Pre-Construction Pricing from the Mid $200s to $900s
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InnerLoopliving.com
Ronnie Kee, CRS \llisonSpu

Broker Associate R ¥ 1

713.557.4404 SRS

1428 Church
Galveston
$329,500
ol 1 garage ap!
ifully restore
1882 Victorian and
carmoge hotisa on
comer loi. All
re-wired and plumbed
19956, new roof
2000, Zoned CAM
Large formals with
pocket doors and
criginal fretwork, four

Your agent.
Your atdvocate.

Auto Home Renters Life Health
Business And much more!

Elijah Kabalka

to deal with the New York winters, I'd just ~ Oh, my gosh, ves! I came from Chicago. [  a pretty damn good apera, too. It'll catch on rcases, four fireplaces, and hardwood

as soon not.

Back when you wrote about a drag queen
in The Madness of Lady Bright in 1964, it
must have been very daring to write about
homosexuality.

It never really crossed my mind. You know,
you're just writing about people you know,
and a good half of them are gay.

Did the press make a big to-do of it?

The press was ready for it. They reviewed
The Madness of Lady Bright as though it
was a play really about loneliness and
mistaking beauty for friendship. Only a
couple of papers said, “this queen” or "this
Nancy.” Remember that word? “It's a Nancy
living in the Village . . .7 Well, it's a damn
good play, or it was for its time, and they
reviewed it very nicely.

And then you wrote of your own struggle
to come to terms with your homosexuality
in Lemon Sky [1970].

And almost no one got that the lead was gay
in Lemon Sky. 1 think there were two
reviews that said, “Wow, this is sort of out

had lived in Chicago for
six years, and the drag
queens in Chicago are
just much more blatant
than the ones in New
York. Chicago is just
much queenier than
New York, because the
queens are gueens, and
they go down the street
and they parade, and

NEW WORK
The plays by the seven writers in

the Edward Albee New Playwrights

Workshaop, taught this year by
Lanford Wilson, will be presented
April 26-30 in the Jose Quintero
Lab Theatre in the University of
Houston theater school.
Performances are free. Dates and

eventually [faughs]. And
hl" Ell'l'.; I l'l?]l;'lhl]l'iltl'(! on
a story for television
called The _”.“;;""l;'.'.'.f.-: that
I was nominated for an
Emmy for screenplay.
But that was the year
that Miss Jane Pittman
won everything, so we
knew there wasn't a

chance.

DOrs. Sunny rooms with nice view o

cabinets and bull
Tour, Walking distt

JOE TRAMONTE
REALTY

T e, Bew 177 G T

ah Park, lovely kilchen with cusfom
. shady backyard garden. Twice on GHF Homes

V.J. Tramonte 800/765-4030

Joe Tramonte Realty

even back then, with the
fingernail polish and
their hair swept up and
sashaying back and forth on the beach . . .
The queens in Balm of Gilead—there were
a couple of queens there and a couple of just
plain old buteh hustlers in that coffee shop—
they were so staid, really, so ordinary, I
really borrowed a queen [ knew in Chicago
to put in Balm of Gilead.

What was it like to win the Pulitzer Prize?
You know what? I'm borrowing Harper Lee's
quote—“Being a writer in this country, you
hawve to grow a tough hide.” I had grown such
a tough hide just to protect myself from all

times: www.outsmartmagazine.com.

I read that it toock you

a leng time to get back
to writing after 9/11.
That's still the case. My last play was Book
of Days [2001], and I'm rewriting another
one called Rain Dance [2002], I haven't done
anything recently at all. I spend most of my
time in Sag Harbor, and when I come in to
New York, I'm a Tony voter, so I have to go
to Broadway. What 1 want to see is off-
Broadway and off-off-Broadway, but what |
have to see is on Broadway.

Bradiey David Williams interviewed Christo-

pher Rice for our March tssue.

Glenbrook Valley
Renovated Mid-Cenfury Modem
Remodeled kitchen. Replaced hot
water heater, furnace/condensar
Huge great room with high beamed
celling & FP. Solardum with indoor
hot tub, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths plus
workshop or studio. Corner lot
One year home warranty. Visit
www.glenbrookvalley.com for more
neighborhood info, §137,500

|
Robert Searcy £, npac
832-279-5332 [LAREAS

¥ )

503 W. 9th St. (Corner Lot)
In The Heights, 8 Custom Spanish
Colonial Homes (1 Lef) 3 BR,
2 6 Baths, Study, Medic Room,
Pool, 2 Car Garoge. Site and Floor
Plans Availoble. $559,000
Pyramid Builders, Inc

Rebecca Perez, Realtor*
713.240.6320

Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency

6575 West Loop South, Suite 185 713.661.7700

www.schmerleragency.com

1726 Broadway, Galveston.
Approx, 750 sq feet 1 bedroom 2nd
fioor unit 1 covered parking space
The location 15 b blocks from UTMB,
close fo the Strand and the Gulf

$260.00 monthly  maintenonce
includes cable, water, and grounds
There are only 20 units in this gated
community and mostly owner accu
pied. This could be a nice comforiable
escape from the big city. $59,900

.F
Arlington Court Townhome
2 bed / 2 bath / 2 garage
1512 SqFt ~ $1500/month
Conveniently located In the
Heights! Pristine  landscaped
courtyard with outdoor grill iIn
pool area to enteriain or inferact
with your neighbors. Abundant
space in this desirable mulfi-
lewel unit with mulfiple balconies
Double master, hardwood floors

Glen Filmore » 713-875-9482

Alan Mundy A
713/528-1184 KAREN DERR

L
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ﬂCCUMMUDATfUN_S
The Commodore on the Beach
3618 Seawall, Galveston......,
The Lovett Inn
501 Lovett, Houston e T 137528-6433
Paradise Gues! House
2317 Ave P, Galveston
The Victorian Condao/Hotel
6300 Seawall/Gaiveston 1-800/231-6363
~_ ADVERTISING/MARKETING
Cloud Nine Productions
480 N Sam Houston Pkwy E, 246 281/931-8410
DutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon Place

I AIFEDNDITIDNINGJHEM!NG

Tejas Alr Inc

408/762-6677

COMMUNITY/NONPROFITS

Assisthers/Progressive Dinnards

i www.assisthers.org

Center for Clinical Studies

713/528-B818

Gay & Lesbian Community Center

3400 Mantrose

Houston Pride Band

www.houstonprideband.org

Houston Buyer's Club

3224 Yoakum

Montrose Clinic

215 Westheimer

Plannad Parenthood

3604 Fannin,

Uncommon Legacy Houston
legacyhouston@yahoo.com

CDMP{ITERSIINTERNE'THT SERVICES

713/524-3818
832/265-3346
713/520-5288
T13/830-3000

713/831-6573

APART ﬁ ENTS Atomar Communications/ Anthony §ur o
Camewnud Apartments e ] 8-0404
Vestview e T113/686-3352 Gopy.com
N B 1207 Westheimer ............ J 15281201
ASTROLOGER Timineri Consulting Group
E Lilly Rnddy Astrology 3/529-5842 www timinericonsulting.com ... B66/490-1824
. P '| '| 29-58 ¥
10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL READINGS CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING
~ ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES Erowngoint Homes E

Eﬂmnnnn & Johnson Law Flrrn

/522121
% DISCOUNT OFF H'?r"Hrl H
L.aw ﬂﬂ ce of Mari Lru'ln .I1lulr|ey
F B )

Moore anu Humt
3608 Audubon
Mechman, Simoneaux and Frye, Pl.lG
wwrw. nsflaw. us i3
Simon & Associates, Attorneys at Law
401 Studewood, Suite 350 T13/524-6000
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

Tech Auto Maintenancn

37 Waugh Driv 713/86
Eurﬁnﬁnue EALE§

Beck & Masten Pontiac-GMC/Kim Holick

11300 FM 1960 Weat e 1-BOOIT28-88

Krapp Chewvlel.flﬂ'a yne LaDu

B15 Housto

Wnl ker A/C & General Construction
walker kenny@sboglobal net 281/330-4284
ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Chances /The Barn/G*Spot
1100 Westhaimer
F1ear Channed/Mavin' Dut/Phantam of the ﬂpen
roadwayACrossAmEnca.com . T13/6

FIIJH' thee Kat Great Music

. wanw Tluffthekat.com
Fmsi: Arts C—ﬂﬂlﬁluﬂ
}'W Loap 5, Ste2110 13T0E-71171
Guava Lamp
57D Waugh Dr
JR's/Santa Fe
808 Pacific
Metoor
2306 Genesee F131521-

Montrose Mining Company
805 Pacific

Rainbow Room
527 Barren Springs Rd 28
ot Department South Beach
et Department 810 Pacific Street 713/529-
Russel & Smith Ford/John Hays Soclely foc the Purfonisg Arts. |
1440 South Loop West Tia/ea-4708  panousionon i
o Uy op 51 S/ id s!ﬂﬂﬂ
BOOK STORES 3207 Allen Pkwy 715270220
Executive Adult Superslnﬂ Undercurrent
14002 Northwest Frwy T13/462-5100 2408 Market, Galveston ... 408/750-B571
CAB COMPANIES EVENT/CONVENTION SERVICES
Liberty Cab MaySiar Complex
LA T13/695-6700 3208 MONTTOBE +vssomsesiescissens T13/524=-MEET
United Cab FINANCIAL SERVIGES

St 1 10B00-0000
CGATERING
...0f course!™ Gatering
1 707 California......

713/528-1B800

CHUHCI'ES"SF‘IM GEUTEIEJTEI‘H‘IH_ER
Bering Memaorial

440 Harold 2 T13/526-1017
Christ Church Cathedral
1117 Texes .o . 113/222-259
Dre‘ahuu Life Spllllual I:pntur
5326 Spring-Stushne 281/3

Community Gospel Church

4305 Lilkian

Dignity Houston

2515 Waugh/dignityhouston ong

Maranatha Fellowship

3333 Fannin, St 106 ... 713/52
'CLEANING SERVICES/DRY CLEANERS

Perfection Plus Service

T13/880-9235

T13/880-2872

T13/525-1406

713/527-0880

CL{]THENGIFOGTWEM{
Al's Formal Wear
26 Araa Locations
CraZCoil Footwear
5653 Beechnist

T1TI0-4TUX

113/779-4500

AXA AdvisorsfGeorge W, Hawkins & Chris Laakso
777 Post Dak Bivd, Ste. 450 13/402-6406
Fidueial Services/Ronald E Mock

404 W._ Alzbama =i
Green/White Advisors

1225 N. Loop West, Ste. 10030 ...

713/523-1823

713/868-1144
A08/7 06

Hllhbald Finaneial Senllr,es

2615 Mantrose BV, ..o 7131522-9000
James E. Bashaw & L‘nmpa ny

3200 San Fellpe
Washingten Mutual

7135520505

wamy.com/jobs
F1TNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS

Houston Gym

1501 Durham

Kimberly Marier, Persunat Tfa iner
B32/443-ATT

713880-9191

Muscle Mech anics.".iuhn Aamn

617 Richmuond .. 71.3/523-5330
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS/PRINTING

House of Coleman

801 W, Alabama

ilven Design Group

3716 172 Mt Mernon ..., 713/526-3212

713/523-251

GROCERIES

Kroga
) Montrose T13/526-TBES
HAIR/NAILS/SKIN CARE/SALONS

Apollo Image Enhancement Centar

4007-A Beligire werissens T 10069-0031

Skin Renewal Center/Nurture Health/Patrick .

McNamara I\‘ID

1512

m 713/533-0800
- FlEl[TmnE
* CHIROPRACTIC/THERAPY

meney«I Rock Gnunpraﬂlc.ﬂ.ri Kalla . D.C.

3033 Chimney Rock ..o T13/TB1-3344

Franco Ghmpruclic Gli |11::.n'Ferr|.annn Fraﬂcn

2136 Yale, Ste C ...ovevie = 2/868-7479

Kirby Welin i ce n1errl(enne!h W laster

2727 Kirby Dr,, Ste, 324 713/526-5252
. CGUNSELINGF‘I‘HERAPY .

Bering Support Network/Daniel Garces

1440 HATOM ... v e s T13/526-1017

Tuny Carroll, LWSW-ACP

1006 Missour| .

Deborah Denson, LMSW-ACP
2000 an Ste

%Dan!m{iar:es MS, LPG, LMFT
) Mt Vemon 13/526-8390

20% OFF INTIAL |h'I
Enod Gray, LMSW-AGP, C. Ht., CSAT

/527-0000

e
o
r

4200 Montrose ... T13/522-7014
MIlEE 0. Glnsuy MSW-ACP
I W Gray # g . T13/529-1813
Jun Paul Hamilton
4200 Man Ste 540 B32/434-8514

Edrbdla Levinson, PhDy Cir for Henlthy nuality
Augusta Dr. Ste. 120 7111

ICEllI McLeod LCSW, AESW
4200 Mantrose S {

nL‘HIEL' D E}Iu herty

Lisa wamwmachal. LFC, NCC
www.CounselingHousion .com
» DENTISTS »

Bruce W. Smith, DDS
1006 Missouri 7
LitaSm Iies.'Ranﬂ'r Mitchmore DDS
1722 W Alabami : 2-8300

. HEAI_TH SEHWCESIPHUDUGTS .

EPOCH .ﬂ.ssislad Living
Bering D

Houston Eu yer's Club Discount ‘u"lam| ns
3224 Yoakum 2

* MASSAGE THER&PIS”‘F!}GA .
E Alan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch
94

20% DISCOUNT DFF FAGIALS
Ken Clande, RMT
WWW. Kenclaudemassage . com 13/240-95598
Joe! Leal, RMT
713/397-8808

¢ OPHTHALMOLOGISTS =
Diagnostic Eye Center
Marc R. Sanders, MO, F.AC.S.
6500 Fannin, Ste, 1108....oveveriee T
Eye Excellence
Mary T. Green, MD, Ph.D, FA.C.S.
www. eyeaxcellence.com
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 107 713/6¢

* OPTOMETRISTS =

Eye Elag
3966 We &
Spectacles an Montrose
4317 Montrose # 2.

* PHYSJCIANS
Lungew'qr Cantre of Houston
Marina & Gurney Pear MD
4126 Southwes! Fre 1620 . 713/522-4037
Nurture Health/Patrick J. MENAmnra MD
4101 Greenbriar, Ste. 355 . [524-4837
Rod Frazier, MD
1214 Hermann Or 7845

1-0340

Schrader Clinic/Shannon Schrader, MD
4101 Greenbriar, Ste. 200 ... 7135
Skin Renaissance Laser/

Octavio Barrios, MD

106 Westheimer, Ste & 713/942-7546
Skin Renewal Center/Nurture Health

Patrick J. Mcllamnra MO

26-1717

1512 W Al AL ER O 1 CAOC
Hfim‘c' Fi?ﬁﬂ SHIHT;S;*MTESSHR‘ES

Brandon Home Furnlsnlnﬂs

BoAH ot 13/765-7889
IKEA
7810 Katy Frwy 713(668-7067

lashﬂy-PrInce Vi nl.agu Modem
3225 Mitam ......

Mid-Century Pavillnn
2215 Washington ..
Hsnmnla Fumrlnre & GH‘IS
433N Vst

Pilie’

3621 W Alabama T13/961-1619

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Insurance Assoclations of Texas/John Frals
3303 Lovisiana, Ste 220 713/524-1850
Rob Schmerlar
B575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 T13/861-7700
JEWELERS

LW, Marks Jewelars
3841 Bellaire Bivd

i ! !
Exterior Landscape Co.
www_gutari
Galderl Desi igns

T13/B63-18980

713/869-3100

Wlndswepi Landscape Studios
1356 Chippendale Rd
— PETSERVICES/SUPPLIES

Bark Bathe and neyond Pat Sarvices

www.barkbatheandbeyond.com . 713/288-8798

Cat Veterinary Glinic/Dr Paula Hunle

2125 W Alabama

P.5. Pet Sming Serviee in Ihe quhts
713/869- 3695

—_ PHOTOGRAPRY
Daffon DaHart Photo graphy

T13/283- 7771

Hollywood I;uﬁlalt Studios
bdd Richmond Avenue 713/5
FREE SITTING FEE (A $40.00 VALUE)
Varsity Productions / John Gonroy
5217 Edlpe 71354
PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
House of Coleman TR
301 W. Alabama Fil
~ PSYCHIC/INTUITIVE READERS

Joe Faxton

a Lilly Roddy Astrology

10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL READINGS.
REAL ESTATE SERVICES REALTORS
Deared Acuon ok Bl GHAC P Este

m.‘.m’mmm T 713/480-8612

S100 TAWARDS u.h.’ﬂm f‘r?ﬁ]"?
Allison Spear.com Realtors
3200 Kirby Dr
Tim Anthony/Karen Derr & Assoc,
415 Westhaimer a3a72
Bill Baldwin/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Blvd
Bob Beszborn/Karen Derr & Assoc.

23-0683

T13/524-7653

6901

281/850-6862

1545 Heights Bivd 281/650-2726
Scott Braime}stm.f.hcksnn Piace Condominiums
B10 Waugh, Ste 217 T13/528-2661
Richard auenlelim'liaran Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Bivd A £81/222-9311
Terre Coffman/Coldwell Banker

1505 Heights Blvd T13/866-7805

Bruce Chambers/Karen Derr & Assoc.

415 Westheimear T13/822-1577
Bob Der/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Blvd ..

Karen Derr/Karen Derr & Assor
1545 Heights Blvd

T13/875-7048

. T13/862-1600
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Glen Filmore/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1546 Heights Blvd .
Herltage Texas Pmpnmas
1177 W. Loop South, Ste 1200 .,
Bruce Hutmacher/Karen Derr & ﬁ.ssm:
1545 Heights Blvd. .......... it
Sarah Goodner/Karen Darr & nssnc
1545 Heights Blvd. ....... 28/1
Dana Gray/Gray Homa Team
B700 S RICE. .oovsirinns 713/288-1487
Bill Hammaond/Karen um-r & nssnc
1545 Heights Bhad .....ccoviinmmionnian T
Richard Hill'Keller Willlams
550 Post Oak, Ste = . T13/621-8007
Jﬂry Jaggers/Karen Elarr & Assoc.

478-7385

1545 Helghts Bvd. . e I
Clitford Johnsan/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Blvd. e 113/818-0519

Michaal Johnson/Suzanng nnucrsun Pmpeﬂles
238 Westheimer 13/5208-8484
Marty Justus/Karen Derr & As.snc

1545 Heights Bivd, .. 71345
Wade Knight/Martha Turner F‘mpemes

50 Briar Hollow, Ste 700-W. ........ 713/5
l(an WIlllamq.fKaren Derr & Assoc.
Bivd 832-746-4920
DaUlﬂ Montz/Ra/MAX
40610 Bellaire Bivd 713/667-1007
Alan Mundy/Partridge Properties
3230 Yoakum li
smnmn Ovalle/Coldwell Banker

505 Heights Bivd 713320

Tr.'lnn Pariridge/Partridge Pmuadies
Gakum 13

Margol Perez/Karen Derr & Assoc.
545 Heights Blvd 28179
Hhunm Power f'Ka ren Derr & P.ssuc
) Heights Blvd 13/8
Hehecca Perez/KeHer Williams Hsally

71324

Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors :
5023 Washington ... T11/868-7226
Claire Reiswerg/Sand'N Sea PiratesBeach

W SANANSBE.COM oo 409/737-2556
Robert Searcy/Karpas Properties -
7051/2 MilWaUKeE ..o, BIRMETY-5332

Sheres Thompson/Karen Derr & Assnc
1545 Heights BIVd .........crvpvcvcene
Vi Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Really
1802 Broadway,122, Galveston .. 409/765-9837
Roberta J. Walters/Karen Derr & Assoc.
415 Westheimer. .. 281/222-44569
Washlngtun LuTIs-fSarr:lva Gunn Properties
T13/224-2777

(4-4828

ﬁDO? Memurlal Al The Parh

www 5007 memaorial. com ...

Huben Zahn/Karen Derr & Assoc. }
1545 Heights Blvd i 400/039-9237
Kenneth Zarella/Prudential Gary Grn ne Realtors
1T Yale ... 713/203-3533
Jeff Zarr/Herltage Texas Properties ;
1177 W. Loop Sout, Ste 1200 713/341-1653

REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE LENDERS

Jose McDonald Morlgage Corporation

713/ 426-67T1

7600 W Tidwell, Ste 507 ............. 713/446-0303
Neider Mortgage
www.neldarmortgage.com ... 713/355-4288

Washington Mutual/Adam Barakal 4
3200 SW Frwy, 14th Hoor 713/543-7336
Western Mortgage Corporation/Matt Landry
9219 Katy Frwy, Ste 115 ., T13/467-T904

~ REALESTATE TITLE COMPANY

SlarTa: Tt'l]e Cumpaﬁw Nn-el E Phllllus
alo Sp 13/418-7000

ELcadus
312W. Alabs

“Properly done, modern dental care should NEVER hurt,
should not be stressful and should last a long time.”

wiww.nookyserotichakery.com ... 281/933-6019

Pamered Spirit

2404 Montrose B2 ... T13/864-0496

Somoza Gallery

2415 W Alabama .....eeens i 8-6065
—TAXSERVICE

. T13/303-8050 Hum}dru Financial Services =1

615 Montrose Blvd

l‘.‘.armr & Cooley Gnmpaoy
375 W 19th

Dessert Gallery

3200 Kirby Dr,

1616 Post Oak Bivd. ......

El Meson Cuban Restaurant
2425 Univarsity. ....ooeeeir

La Fendee Mediterrarean Gnll

713/864-3354

-

1402 WesHEIMEr, ...oorsomeiises T13/522-1505 _TEEEFHDNESTCELLWIHELES-S_
!..1 Strada e
322 Wastheimer, ..o, 713/523-1014 E Premiar Paging & Wireless

La Tour D"Argent
20117 Elfa Bhvd. ...

Laurier Gafe & Wine

12220 Murphy Road, Stafford ... 281/575-8500
CALL FOR PRIDE CARD SPECIALS
Telacom Wiraless Services Ing

713/864-9864

3139 Richmond. ., . IE071832. 15500 Ballare §68-5108
E Maria Seima Mexican Restaurant Western Talkc
7 Richmond, =+ sereipens T 3/G28-4920 701 North Post Oak, Ste 1-72d4

% OFF FOOD BILL {EXCLUDES ALGONOL)
Mantrose Diner

TRAVEL

1 Wasthe T13/520-828 Conclerge Travel, ing
H| (A .';;sl Er."nr'rI : &l 81 pHy At 4
iva's ltalian Restauran
1117 Missouri 713/528-3450 WEB SITE
Sky Bar Sushi Bar & Grill BoysGo.com
2107 Postoffice, Galveston 409/621- Fmarat B, L wiww. boysgo.com

Ziggy's Healthy Grill
2202 W Alabama T13/527-8588
10% OFF FOOD BILL (EXCLUDES ALGOMOL)
AIL

Thanks for
supporting our

Amu [!amyel Gallery
w.alexdaniyeiart.com B832/594-4090
Bering James Gallery
24582 Bolsover
Cartridge Worid

25 thaimer

advertisers.

15 We

Garden Mystiques Please be sure to tell them you

BO7 W, Gray 71.3/942-0010 3 3
Goin' Postal saw their ad in QutSmart.
4232 Ella 713/683-1825

Nooky's Erotic Bakery

HAT -

setting makes for comfort!

instruments and facilities.

1006 MISSOURI ST.
Hours By Appopintment

713.529.4364

We employ the best and newest techniques and
materials because YOU are our first and only concern.

My practice is not a “clinic” setting!
YOU get quality time, one patient at a time. Every
time. Come see how much difference a nonclinical

Strict adherence to cutting-edge sterilization of all

Restorative, Cosmetic and Preventative Dentistry for Adults Since 1981

FOR YOU

LILLY RODDY

N
L

ROLOGER

o™ P

" £
L O Wt L

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

« Past Life Regressions
o Reiki Master

o Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

713.529.5842

GIFT CERTIFICATES = CREDIT CARDS

Violed BEST ASTROLOGER
by CutSmart Readers

lillycath@aol.com *» www.lillyroddy.com

OutSmart

LIS




Urkan | Video | Lounge

A better space to be.

HAPPY HU[ IR every w eci.dm' 4 to 8pm!

2306 Genesee @ Fairview | Houston, TX 770 713.521.0123

BAR & (LUB GIIIDIE

HOUSTON ll_?'s.*smm: FE

BARTINI

I th Bea(h

r:J.I,_ q.LJ._.IIJ [
> dg_rIu g Aestandard forghe -m. CEntury,
810 Mq_mrm- 713.529.50Be « www.southbeachthenightelub.cont

‘ “Early Mornmg‘; Late Nights 8 Days a Week"

13) 520.8281 | www.montrosediner.coem

Groovy Tuesdays

from 5-9 pm

‘2 well drinks

2 off appetizers

2 domestic beer

2 for the price of 1 fajita platter

authentic mexican cuising

713 523-5230

CATERING AVAILABLE AT YOUR PLACE OR OURS!

Glon. aduertiting informalion, call 713/520-7237.
¥
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1312 W. Alabama @& Graustark

benafl 4] 2k
2400 Brozos « 713/528 .
BRICKS Il ine -I : v :-I Houslan, 1t e
This neighbort 1 ioint boosis o jukebox wil Nedaarnt B il agh not 0 L
& g this low b 113
| | CHANCES/THE NEW BARN/G-SPoT MELA'S
hig thraa-ir P I 1 I ¥ .
.
v b METEOR
CLUB 1415 Neehy ave
1 .'_l osa
CLUB BIG YO s S
oA Bina MICHAEL'S OUTPOST
1 fas
1) 8 UL00 * WWW. DIQyCs0as L 1 JO DO L J NE 20
CLUB INERGY ovie vt i s
A nightite Insiiution 101 12 years, tis Soutiest MO MONG
m Every Wednesday 3 10
GEE 10 = wwiw. Cluhin -.I'. 7 i
CLUB RAINBOW MONTROSE DINER

& T13758-9606 » W

RIPCORD

611 CLUB

BEHIND THE BAR

WHO: Blancao P;mr__:i-.'lgb WHAT’'S UP: Order from
i

. Burcioga at the new club fror swnlown. The: misli-ley
WHERE: Eve women'’s club, lo ' Jes o bars i
(2209 R above Aztecq'ggor & nd Cury's ar sud
7131523 Grill on Richm : e ey sy

Greenbriaf X Sl e
Beaumont

THE COPA

VIVIANA'S

XCAPE

& V245 = www. GayBaaumant. com
f sh i |
NOTE: Tho Brtar Patch clased in February. Toyz also closed recently e 35 Tro 400/ T65-580E i HOOLIGAN'S
ROBERT'S LAFITTE Thaugh primarly
SO A réal neighborhiood bar. Mis isiand
owd of reguiors ond fravelers. The werdant. redone privale pol f
RANCH HILL SALOON the. clob, Aocerad Bty o i N e U i Wi &
3RD COAST
Galveston

Send bar/club news to
clubguide@outsmartmagazine.com.

GARZA'S f‘f’“ T'"' THE TREMONT HOUSE

1}&1/ EXPERIENCE THE NORTHSIDE!
a 1_45 Lupe Tonllie = :
(% Aa'mo e D J \ ] : Ow ROO M
g KL
T o ¢ RAINE
new location! “ i E ; Northsides ORIGINAL Alternative Bar
S0 — Where both MEN and WOMEN are WELCOME
Rainbow 12:00pm - 2:00aMm, 7 days a week
w Room

N | , www.RainbowRoomBar.com
The Rainbow Room D) Every friday & Saturday Night
98 1.872.06215

527 Barren Springs
Houston, Texas 77090

Dalton

F’

OPENING &
APRIL 2005 £
0

570 Waugh Dr. @ Allen Prky.
713.524.3359
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SignOut

by Lilly Roddy

communications, travel, and brain function,

goes stationary direct or forward on April 12,
You are free fo start new projects, sign documents,
or date new people after April 15. * The nexttopic
is about the eclipses that are occurring. The Solar
Eclipse, New Maon, is on April 8 of 3:32 p.m. in
the sign of Aries. This will have the strongest impact
on the cardinal signs, Aries, Cancer, Libro, and Cap-
ricorn, or those of you with planefs in those signs.
You will want to express your individuality more ond
will be angry with those people who won't allow
that. The Lunar Eclipse, Full Moon, is on April 24,
5:06 a.m., in the sign Scorpic. This will have the
strongest impact on the fixed signs, Taurus, Leo, Scor-
pio and Aguarius, and thase of you with planets in
those signs. Emations will be running high and those
of you suppressing your feelings will be releasing
them from their emotional imprisanment,

Firsr topic for this month: Mercury, planet of

ARIES (March 21-April 19). This is your birth-
day menth, or solar return, as we say in the astrol
ogy biz. This represents a yearly cycle when you
are in a review period of looking bock over the
past and just about ready to begin new projects
You will certainly be spurred on by the Solar Eclipse
on the Bth in your sign. This is a month of new be-
ginnings for you, But you will want to wait until af-
ter the 15th to actually start something new. Per-
sonal relationships are being tested by this eclipse.
It is a time of renewal or a time to look for some-
one new.

GEMINI (May 21 - June 21). You are feeling less
cantankerous this month and are mere willing o
hang out with your friends and enjoy their com-
pany. If you are locking for new clients or business
contacts, make sure that you are making the best
use of your social skills. Old friends that you haven't
seen in a while may be the best source for busi-
ness contacts. You are still on the lookout for some-
thing totally new and different. Keep on eye on
your finances. There is not trouble there, but you
are likely to overspend if you are not careful

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Your career ener-
gies are highlighted this month, especially with the
Solar Eclipse accurring in the professionallite area
of your horoscope. Afier the 15th, this is an excel-
lent month for you to begin same new career goals,
look for @ new place to work, or seek out new
clients. You have been re-evaluating your current
life choices since |ast June, and this is the month to
act on those findings. Don't forget about your ro-
mance life. This can be easily overlooked with so
much energy going elsewhere.

LEO (July 23-August 22|, Reviewing your past
education, considering geing back to school, or
updating your fraining in your field is where you
are this month. You are more optimistic than you
have been in a while. After the 15th, you should
follow up on these ideas. You will also be inclined
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TAURUS [April 20-May 20). You are in
a period of rest and refreat. Many of you
ore aiready avoiding ¢rowds and foo much
demand on your time, and this month will
increase your desire to escape from roufines
and social expectations. You will be feeling
restless and shorttempered, By the end of
the month, the Lunar Eclipse accurs; and you
are feeling re-energized. You will be more
motivated in your career and ready to tackle
new projects that challenge you. With the
eclipse, personal relationships ore your area
of provocation. Don't keep your feelings in,
or we can expect explosions on the 24th

to travel or to associate with people who come
from @ different cultural background. With the So-
ar Eclipse ot the end of the month, the family is
brought into emphasis. You will want to have a
warm den fo seek refuge from the daily grind. Look
for moving, new interiors, or more emotional com-
fort fram the family

VIRGO (August 23-September 22). With your
ruling planet, Mercury, in retrograde, you are clean-
ing up, organizing, and getting your financial af-
fairsin order, And it couldn’t come at a better time.
Aleng with this motivation, you are gefting the
workplace in better shape. Relofionships with co
waorkers could be dicey this month, There is some
drama of wark, and they usually lock to you fo
make sense of it all. Because you seem to have
litle time for their needs, you may be missing for
this part of the drama If there are financial prob-
lems with your romantic partner, be sure to get that
outin the open so it doesn’t continue to cause stress.

LIBRA (September 23 - Octaber 23). This is cerfainly
your month for relationships with the Solar Eclipse
occurring there. Tensions could be running high. I
may appear that your pariner, either romantic or busi-
ness, seems to have something she is not talking about.
Open the conversation up, because she hos a lot fo
say. Most of it is not about you, but about her desire
to be more independent. Career apportunities are
certainly shill out there. You are rather cautious and
won't make any wreng decisions.

SCORPIO (Ociober 24-November 21). The
eclipses are highlighting your work and health area
as well as the persenal area of seltexpression.

ILLUSTRATION: UAVID EDUARDD FLORES PEREZ

Narcissism seems fo be the theme for the warkplace.
Don't allow others to bully you around with their
emotions, You have plenty of your own, and your
ego needs oirtime. Speak up and out. Family obli-
gofions may be making you feel entrapped. Take
some time to get away from all of this on the wesk-
end of the 22nd, 23rd, and 24th so that you don'
blow your top. Get away to somewhere special with
someone special. You really, really need the break.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21).
This month is for fun and play. You are not really
interested in doing anything that keeps you
strapped to the desk or one location. Your body is
moving faster than your brain this month, You are
likely to be a bit accidentprane. [f you have a cre-
afive outlet, this is the perfect month for you. If you
don't, then you will have to find one that suits you.
Toward the and of the month, keep an eye on your
health and follow up on any doctor's visit you have.

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19). The
Solar Eclipse this month is lighting up your home
and family area of your horoscope. There could
be family issues that require you to add even more
to your already busy schedule. Moving to @ new
location is not out of the guestion. Just make sure
you are daing what is best far you and not what is
best for the security for all, or you will be feeling
very resentful come next Oclober, Relafionships are
still unsettled. Make sure the rules fit you.

AQUARIUS (january 20-February 18). With
Mars, planet of action and confrontation, in yaur
sign, you are a force to be reckoned with. After
the 15th, thisis a great month to begin new projects
or put yourself out there. You have more courage
than usual and are more willing to take risks. The
Lunar Eclipse occurs in your career sector of your
horoscope. This is another reason to be pushing
the limits or boundaries of your current career. You
are more thon ready for o new challenge. Roman-
fic partners can be troublesome if they are too
needy. You may be kicking them to the curb.

PISCES (February 19-March 20). The focus for
you this month is money, personal resources, tal-
ents, and selfworth. And from the energy of last
manth, you are more than ready to take advan-
tage of unexpressed or |otent falents in your life.
Consider going back fo schoal or a new area of
work where you can be more creative and less
pliable. You will not allow others to step on your
toes withaut some sort of recompense. Relationships
are not out of the question, but there must be a lot
of freedom and independence. Qutoftown part
ners or those who travel a lof are perfect for you
this month and year

A professional astrologer for 20 years, Lifly Roddy
fwwew.lillyroddy.com| counsels individuals and teaches
closses. Read her annual forecast, which appeared in
our January issue, ot www.oulsmartmogazine.com
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Your Community Image Inker!
Thank you for voting
Marion E. Coleman in QutSmart’s
2004 Gavest & Greatest Awards!

House of Coleman
Fine Printing & Graphics

9071 WEST ALABAMA

HOUSTON, TX 77005-4693
713.523.2527 « FAX 713,524.2643
www.HouseofColeman.com

Live through Your Body!

Body Therapy
Massage
Movement
Coaching

5

Alan Davidson

17 years experience

-«
i“’;’ Voted Best Massage by OutSmart Readers
) (=

essential [T SN
touch 8.3 20% off

your first visit

1712 Fairview with this ad

713-942-0923

Let ushe

We put the heart of the firm into every case for every client.

HIV LAW = Adoption - Real Estate - Custody Disputes
Cohabitation Agreements « Wills & Probates
Personal Injury « Criminal Law « Business & Coniract Law

FREE CONSULTATION - 713.522.1211
WWW.LAWBRENNAN.COM

s
.“W Y

phardipecs

A Y )
or call toll free ',;] -9¢
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U NP Nl OUT IN HOUSTON

1 Pride Houston volunteer director Sandy Warman v
posed with a new shirt at the Jan. 28 Pride logo unveiling i
at 1415 California i | @ = ®

2 On Jan. 28, Kofi presented lim Melngvale, Houston

chair of the Bush-Clinton Tsunami Relief Fund, with the & _l ST L i | The featurE'paCKEd phone with built-in camera.
proceeds from a Jan. 20 fundraiser held at South Beach, it |

3 King Olympus XXXIV Gary Evans and Queen Olympus
AXXIV Becky Brewer presided over the Jan, B Krewe
of Dlympus Twelfth Night party at Alliance Frangaise de

> ’ “ b 1 '
st P S - A THE i860
4 Kate Shindle (c), star of the Alley Theatre production i b= - A S .-
of After the Fall (and Miss America 1997), joined Alley : £ - | e Camera
staffers Jennifer Garza (1) and Dennis Draper at the : Wy | | « GPS capability
theater’s Jan. 20 Act Out night at Mingalone's. 4 ! > ] & « Multimedia messaging

. W ozLe Picture Made . ;
5 (n Jan, 23, Keys West crowned a new queen. The ! _ Ben sire: Nediom * Walkie-talkie
winner and runners-up (I~r): Garol, Traci Lords, Miss : P : . 957, Free * Video playback

Keys West An'Marie Gill, Shyanne, and Marilyn - Wy y y 1] g * Direct Send™ contacts

6 The four authors who write under the name Timothy
¥| oo pUsH-CLINTON FUSD - lames Beck—Timothy Forry (I-r), Jim Carter
{ and Houstonians Timothy J. Lambert and Becky
{ i o Cochrane—signed copies of their new novel /im Hour Man
"L at Borders River Daks on Jan. 15

Sin, Thousand P

7 The Krewe of Olympus Twelfth Night crowd included
(I-r) Sesa Edgar, Sherri Akard, Marianne Huerter
and Annie Couch. Krewe beneficiaries include Lesbian
Health Initiative

8 Judy Reeves (far r) directed e Eghth Orifer, which
opened at Theatre Suburbia on Jan. 13. The cast (front

I-r): Sabrina Tarbutton, Suzanne King, and I:ur',rl 3 . | ( = - : SaVe $200

Grabenstein; (back, I-r) assistant director Laura
Schiecht, Brenda Kuciemba, Rick Adamus-
Delgado, and Rebecca Pipas-Seabrook. The first-
night performance was a benefit for Colt 45°s Houston

Get 5150 off instantly + $50 mail-in rebate.

9 At the Jan. 29 Montrose Seccer Club meeting, Michael i ) i = -
Moore (I} welcomed Lynda LeClair, Kristen Kemp, \ T A LR A == : ) The i860
Kevin Taylor, and Sara Rice at Hollywood Café - : |

10 On Feb. 2, Phyllis Randolph Frye held a meeting
at Nechman, Simoneaux & Frye (where she is a partner) to
discuss the future of the Houston transgender community,
Attending: Rose Wall, Sandy 0'Daniel, Tina Allen,
Brenda Thomas, Frye, Tamara Frankowski, and
Hana Michelle Pinard. The meeting was part of the @ Preferred Partner

e G i b
NEXTEL 12220 MURPHY ROAD

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE
eroun wenser  eulCEGTIDET




PROGRESSIVE () 5

(el

I :
|} BENEFITING ASSISTHERS &
UNCOMMON LEGACY HOUSTON

Saturday, April 30, 2005
| 6:00 p.m.
Ticket Price: $75.00 per person

| Join us for a grand evening of fine cuisine and elegant service. Tour four distinctive
homes in some of Houston's best neighborhoods, including West University,

Montrose and Memorial Park. For more information, please call 713.521.4628

| LIMITED SEATING IS ONLINE RESERVATIONS
| AVAILABLE. available at
Make your reservations www.assisthers.org

today!
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