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The World's Largest Collection of Gay and Leshian
Programming is Now Available by Subscription

authentic.

For Just $5.95 a Month, You Can Get Unlimited Access to all here! has to Offer.

Call 713-341-1000 to subscribe to here! on demand. Ask for campaign 223 and get your Ist month FREE!
Gay Television On Demand. Subscribe Now, Watch it Whenever You Want.
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Purchase a new hame from Urban Living using Urban Lending and

win A New 2006 Mercedes 350 CLK Cabriolet!"

UrBAN LIVIiNDG

& FLAT FEE WEAL ESTaTE Div

{i

Quarters on Chenevert

From $199,000

Goliad Estates

From $315,000

{ Snly ARM | 5% Donery | Inheveat 1of &,125% [ Faed for 8 pear. acdusts aveny year affer 5t

’m’L Visit our website for daily percentage updates, calculators, applications and more:
N Sell your home for as little as $1,000!

. Urban Living Lite is Houston’s newest and best flat fee real estate company,
' | ,L[f@ P

Sat & Sun
1-5

UrbanLiving.com  Owners Wanted /LITI
713.868.7226 ‘ugame . |

5023 Washington Ave.  summammes
n I { .

Urban Lending’s special programs make home ownership simple and

affordable, with no closing costs.

Join Houston's fastest growing
Inner Loop Real Estate Company.

UrbanLending.com i

Fay a flat fee for MLS services, photography, virtual tours, signage, consulting and more

UrbanLite.com

—_rar

Houston's #1 inner-loop new construction real estate company.
Submit Your Resume:

Visit Our Showroom to browse finishes, floorplans, brochures and more while enjoying b
. HR@UrbanLiving.com

our complimentary coffee bar
Visit UrbanLiving.com to browse Houston's 35,000+ properties, view pictures and virtua Apply Online:

i vaww UrbanLiving.com/careers
tours, schedule tours and much more. wwwUrbanLiving com/careers

Trails on Sidney

4404 Floyd Courtside Place

From $27%,000 $1,435/momt

From $320,000 $1,646/nonth

$1,02%/mortr | From $225,000  $1,15%/mont

Oak Grove Estates

Townhomes on Hutchins

Vistas at West McKinney

¥1,620/morih From $267,900 $1,378/mantl From $325,000 $1,672/manth From $379.000 51,949/ month
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Tour club for detalls

‘ Stop dreaming about a kitchen with smart storage & quality cabinets. Visit IKEA Houston and
s an you'll find everything you demand from kitchen components that have endured some of the
most rigorous testing that exists. Let IKEA make your dream kitchen come true in your home.

Dr. David S. Genac

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

You don’t have to be rich. Just smart.

7810 Katy Freeway, Houston, TX ®
Telephone (713) 688-7867

7 1 3 .8 9 9 . 576 9 P ‘ Store Hours: 10 am-9 pm Everyday

A FOUNDING MEMBER OF ' V.
{ iy / GREATER HOUSTOM o
1712 Fﬁ'_l RVIEW ) i g . H GAY & LESBIAN B —— = Visit: www.IKEA.com
www.davidgenac.com e~ . CHAMBER OF COMMERCH

AUDIT CIRCULATION

www.verifiedaudit.com

B INTER IKEA SYSTEMS BV, 2008, Some sssembly may be required. Quantlties are limited.
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Legfcy = presents...

Community Health Services

215 Westheimer = Houstan, Texas * TH06

' ‘ SEX. IRhTIMacy.
NS LOVE.
g -

SL‘\.JLAI ‘.n‘dﬂh

for gay and bisexual mep
)

» A weekend seminar for HIV + and HIV - gay and bisexual men
» Help your community by participating in a study that evaluates
new sexual health seminars
« Earn up to $200 for your contribution to the study”
« Confidentiality and discretion assured
Weekend Seminar
April 22 & 23, 2006

For questions & registration please call:

713-830-3004
Legacy Community Health ‘uI:ru ] dx UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

| St

Daniel Garces

Counselor/Consultant

Voted “Best Therapist”
OutSmart Magazine 2000, 2001 and 2002
Readers Choice Awards

Free Phone Consultation

713.526.8390

www.dansmnd.net
Dan77006@yahoo.com

Letters

LEGAL EASE

Claude M. Gruener

IN THE SHADOWS

David Lewis, |
Rob Temlin

COLUMNISTS SEARCH

LOVE LET TERS!?
HATE MAIL?
Send to Letters, 3406 Audubon Place,
Houston, TX 770086,
or e-mail to letters@outsmartmagazine.com.

West University Neightborhood! 4 bed/4.5 bath/2 with 2 master
bedrooms upstairs, with 1 up/ldown, attached quarters $749,900

Spacious 2-story built in 2004, 4 bed/2.5 baths/2 car detached
garage with breezeway and gameroom upstairs. Huge backyard
on coner lot. A must see! $114,000

In Heart of Galleria—in Gated Complex Next Door to Uptown
Park Shops & Dining, 1 bedroom/1 bath, 664 SF, $84,000

Beautiful Legacy Vahalla Plan—3-4 bedrooms/2 baths/2 car
attached garage with incredible upgrades and a spectacular
view of golf course. 2,487 SF, $215,000

RF/MK@)
/]
2 Ualk o 281.858.0333 fax

| .
\ l \\\: \ ( llee@mycottagerealty.com

— 2 \_—.J 9234 FM 1960 West ® Houston, Texas 77070
Quality Service Certified”

Lloyd W. Lee, Realtor:

832.335.9534




GO DOWNTOWN. Once again, we take
over downtown on Easter weekend. The Bayou | 1 B \
City Boys Club brings its annual Jungle dance ,7 i
bash to The Meridian on April 15. Alain Flam- : il
hert (pictured) is one of the revelers. Joe = = o
Gauthreaux of New York is the celebrity D).

Other parties take place at clubs through-

out the weekend [schedule: www.jungle- .
houston.com). On April 16, Bunnies on

the Bayou rocks the plaza at Wortham
Center and Buffalo Bayou, featuring
the DI skills of another famous New
Yorker, the Lady Bunny (see page
'54). Most importantly, both events
‘raise thousands of dollars for local

- organizations. -~ -~ .~
- ,—'i'-
~ Photographed by /

. \f
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9TH ANNUAL

HOUSTON HRC CALA

SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 2006 HILTON AMERICAS HOTEL

Reserve your seats today!
Cet your tickets online at www.boxofficetickets.com
For more information e-mail galainfo@hrchouston.org

2006 CALA TRI-CHAIRS
Matthew Burrus  Fiona Dawson  Alton LaDay

2006 HONORARY CO-CHAIRS
Dr. Carolyn Farb  Mr. Bob Devlin

2006 CALA COVERNOR
Thomas Downing

2006 CALA SPONSORS
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Outfront

COME SHARE AN EVENING
WITH THE LEGENDARY

MAYA ANGELOU

Live at Jones Hall-forthe Performing Arts

WHEELS ACROSS
TEXAS. On April 22 and 23,
Sylvia Perez will ride in the MS
150 Houston-to-Austin cycling
event for the seventh year. Perez,
a hairdresser with the L'Esprit
salon, remembers that she didn't
train for her first ride and even
had to borrow a bike. “Not only
did 1 finish, | finished in pretiy
respeciable time.” Perez rides -~
for two Pedal Partners, people in

her life with multiple sclerosis: .,‘ ll '
her best friend's brother and an-
other good friend, and she is one

of the top fundraisers (pledge: .
www.ms150.0rg). Perez's benefit
efforts for multiple sclerosis
research don't end with the MS

150. On May 20, she will host a

3-6 p.m. fundraiser at EJ's.

Photographed by Jill Hunter

Her words will move you.
Her spirit will lift you with stories
of hope and inspiration.

FOR TICKETS, CALL EVENTS UNLIMITED 1-877-875-8124

www.eventsunlimited.org

UNIQUE LIVES K@% EXPERIENCES

,

SPONSORED BY

By~

Vinson&tlkins Lip Qg%}‘fﬁ.‘m Four SEAsons HOTEL
R e L

CO-PRODUCED BY UNIQUE LIVES & EXPERIENCES AND HOUSTON D'O'\."\"f"-JTO"-";'I‘: ALLIANCE



James Black
portrays
Laurence
Olivier in
Orson's
Shadow at
The Alley
Theatre.

Poster for Spring
Iniquity XV,
presented by
National Leather
Association:

News Briefs
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CHICAGO 2006

!‘

The logo for the July 15-22
Gay Games Vil in Chicago.

Houston.

ELIGTT

Fun
Foop
GAMES
CoOCHTRIL
PARTIES
AwaRDS
RuM Pins

A Dav AT
THE BaTHs!
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Having a ball: Lone Star Volleyball Association members (stand-
ing, |-r) Gary Grier, Ricci Chambers, Rick Talley, Mike Muna,
{kneeling, I~r) Mark Ware, and Clayton Daniels will participate in
the Lone Star Volleyball Classic V1l on April 14 and 15.

EQUALITY

The logo for Equality Texas (formerly Lesbian/
Gay Rights Lobby).

DATEBOOK

Just in time for spring, City Controller Amnise Parker's Monday
Matters program on the Municipal Ghannel, 2 and & am. and
2 and 8 p.m. Monday, focuses on & tour of new Buffalo Bayou
developments in April. The Municipal Channel airs on Time Warmer
Cable (Channel 16) and othar local services. Details: www houston
controller,om.

S0 Brakeback Mouniain inspired you 1o make your own queer love
stary (maybe ang with a happy ending)? Two classes in the South-
west Alternate Media Project workshop series can
jump-start those dreams: On Apr. 8, Kit Candler and Stacy Schoolfigld
of Starie Productions offer Developing Scripts for Low-Burget Features,
9 am.-2 p.m, at Houston Gommunity Gollage Town & Country, $50,
$A0 SWAMP members/students. On May 13, native Houstonian and
independent producer Mark Stolaraff, instructor at the No Budget Film
School in Los Angetes (and oncs managing directar of Curtains Thaater
hare), offers No-Budget Film School, a 10 am.-5 pm, class a1 Rice
University Media Center. $150, $125 SWAMP members/students.
Reservations: www.swamp.or.

APRIL
14-15
2006

Lone Star Volleyball Association welcomes 48 leams
from across North America for the Lone Star Classic Valleyball Classic
VIl Apr, 14-15 at Willowhrook Sports Complex. Event proceeds benefil
Gamp Hope. Details: www.lsva.org.

Party fiks it’s 1981 at the 15th aniversary Spring Iniquity XV
weekend. Apr. 14-15, hosted by National Leather Associa-

WL EYBALL - BTEVEN DAWID- LOG0S - Gy GAMES Vil AND F

RIALITY TERAS: OF

tion: Houston. The theme: A Day at the Baths. Regiziration
is Apr. 13, 8 pm,, at The Ripcord, $30. Details: Daddy Rose,
DaddyRosed825 @ aol.com,

Free your inner jock at Queer Bingo on Apr, 15, 6 pn., at Glub
1815, Mhletics is the theme of this month's game night hosted by
Houston GLAT Community Genter. $15. Details: 713/524-3818,
wnw. houstongibtcommunitycenter.on),

Houston Transgender Unity Committee presents the
first Peguy Rudd Transgeader Seholarships (“Legacy of Learning,” April
2004 DutSmart) at the annual Unity Banquet on Apr. 13, 6:30 pm, al
the Westehase Hifton, SG0. Details; www.houstontransgenderunity.ory.

GLET teens ages 14-19 who
participate in all 13 sessions of
Interactive Program Abiout Drugs
al Montrose Coun-
seling Center, which
hiegins Apr. 21, will receive

an iPod Nano (leff). Hence,

the snappy name: IPAD for an
iPod, Sessions are 3:30 pm,
Friday and 4:30 p.m. Sunday,
through June 2. Bonus: Pizza is
served. Registar: Deh Murphy,
T13/529-0037, ext. 353,

The Texas legislature canvenes on A, 17 for yet another
special session to hash out a public-school funding plan. There are no
plans for anti-GLBT legistation, but in the right-wing-dominated Gapitol
anything is possible. Equality Texas (the new name for the Leshian/Gay
Rights Lobby of Texas) manitars. Details: www.equalitylexas.org.

{ip Apr. 24, Holocaust Museum Houstan hosts the
citywide commemoration of Yom KaShoah, the International day of
Hologaust remembrance, with a 7 p.m. service at Congreation Beth
Yeshurun. Details: 713/942-8000, www.hmh,orp.

We dun't mean to imply that any of aur readers are ogres, bul we will
puint out that Texas Renaissance Festival holds suditions
on Agr. 23 for the New Market ogre for the Sepl. 30-Nov. 19 event,
Oon't have the right stuff to be an oore? The festival halds auditions
for characler actors and specially acts on May 20 and May 27,
Appointments: Jef Baldwin, B00/458-3435.

Planning to ogle the good-looking jocks at Gay Games Vil in
Chicago? Tickets are now on sale, including duckets for the July 15
opening caremany at Seldiers Field and the July 22 closing ceremony
at Wrigley Field. $50 and up for those evenls. Tickets:
www.paynameschicago.om.

One sancy anecdote in the new Marlon Brando bingeaphy involves
Brando and Laurence Olivier smooching in 8 pool while Dlivier's
then-wife Vivien Leigh was in the house. Well, Marfon isn't preseat in
1he backstage comedy Orson’s Shadow at the Aley Theatrs
throtgh Apr. 30, but Larry and Viv are, along with Orson Welles. Go for
the subtext, $41 and up. Tickets: 713/228-8481, www.alleytheatre.ory,

More: www.oulsmarimgazine.com More News Briefs —+
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Connect your
busmess. Four free.

Sprint PCS Vision PM-225 by LG™

Buy one for $49.99

Offer requires a two-year
and get four free. Mot
MNow it's easy to keep your business connected. Productivity goes

up, costs go down and your business can make just about any place
a workplace. Only from the #1 wireless provider to business.

Act now and qualify for a business discount starting at

! 3\. 2 ‘_g\. = 5% off your monthly service.

Reg. $199.99 per phone

Save $949.96 ¢

e
Sprint ) 4

Authorized Representative

n five phones
Free Incoming Call

. Other mon charges apply. See below™
starting at $49.99 Requres one year vireloss sgreement

Get free incoming calls—anytime, from any phone, from any carrier—
while you're on the Nationwide Sprint PCS Network.
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Lea Bogle
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FREE DELIVERY!
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FHI
|
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w:-iler Molly lvins, one
of the most prominent
pundit voices from the left,
speaks in Houston on April 17
at Wortham Center. Ivins, who
recently announced she is once
again battling cancer, appears as
part of the Progressive Forum,
Houston speaker series. Tickets:
713/315-2525, Details: www.
progressiveforumhouston.org

KINDRED SPIRITS RETURNS

or the fifth year, Marion Coleman and
Fl'rivnds revigit the glory years of the

legendary local women's club Kindred
Spirits (1980-1989) with a reunion evening
on April 29 at the Hornberger Center. As
Jacquelyn Hedden wrote for us in 2002:
“For almost a decade. Kindred Spirits was
the premier place for women to meet and
socialize in a safe, upscale environment. Be-

sides its reputation as a ‘community bar’
where everyone knew vour name, it gave
back to both men and women by raising
awareness and providing suppert where
it was needed most. Kindred Spirits was
maore than just a bar—it was a commu-
nity phenomenon worth remembering”
(“Those Were the Days, My Friend,”
March 2002 OutSmart). Joining Cole-
man (c), owner of the House of Coleman
printing firm, in celebrating the club are
event committee members Anna Fornaris
(1) and Deb Gebhardt, photographed at
the Kindred Spirits Celebration in 2005.
Other committee members are Marlene
Caldwell, Trudy Denny, Cindy Durham,
Naney Ford, Sally Huffer, Tricia Lynn,
Iris Rodriguez, Renee Tappe, Hillary

Woest, and Judy Woods. Terry Flores of

Bocado's serves as DJ for the evening,
p1c-ente:l by A Christmas Songfest.
Tickets: $25 at the deor, $20 in advance.
Proceeds benefit AssistHers, Bering Sup-
port Network, Houston Buyers Club, and
Lesbian Health Initiative.

PRIDE I]llBS MARSHALS

n March 2, Pride Houston
announced the grand
marshals for the June 24

GLBT Pride Parade at reception
at Guava Lamp:; female grand
marshal Phyllis Randolph Frve; 4

honorary grand marshal Rev. |
Marilvn Meeker-Williams; male
grand marshal Ray Ramirez; and
Christian Rogers. president of [
Bunnies on the Bayou, honorary |
marshal (organization). :

SWOOPS GOES CLUBBING

uring Houston Splash weekend,
Comets star Sheryl Swoopes will
open a new downtown

venture include Deidre Sam,

season game against the Charlotte Sting.
Opemng-weekend events include a "surprise
celebrity appearance " on Friday

celebration, on Sunday.

club, Swoopes 22 Sports Bar and the 2006 Black Pageant and
and Nightclub. Partners in the SW ES Social Event, a Houston Splash

owner of House of Finesse pri- Sports Bar & Night Clicb

vate-events facility, and Traxx

Nightelub Management LLC. The grand
opening of the GLBT-friendly club, located
at 2020 Leeland, is May 3 at 5 p.m., a post-
game party following the Comets’ first pre-

16 APRIL 2006 OutSmart

Swoopes, an Olympic gold
medalist and WNBA MVP, came
out in an ESPN The Magazine interview
published last October. Read about life six
months after her public announcement in
the May OutSmart,

DALTOR DEHANT

HOUSTON

MAKES A SPLASH

ouston Splash, the massive
annual Black Pride celebration,
returns May 2-8. Highlights

All net proceeds from Jungle 14 are
donated to Houston-area HIV/AIDS
education and service providers,

Stone Soup Program | Amigos Volinteers
in Education and Service, Inc. | Bering

Omega Community Services | Brentwood
Community Foundation | Legacy Community

Health Services | Montrose Counseling Center |

include:

= Sapience Magazine co-hosts
the welcome reception on
May 5 in the Urban Lounge at
the Four Points Sheraton.
* There is a Him.4.Him Kick-
Off Party at The Meridian and
a Herd.Her Kick-Off Party at
Club Toyz on May 5.
* Fresh Start Church hosts
the Revolution Worship
Celebration on May 7 at the
Four Points Sheraton.
* May 7 is also the day of the
famous all-day Beach Party on
East Beach in Galvestan.
* Bartini hosts the Sunday
Soiree on May 7, and Rich's
hosts the Southern Beach
After-Party Show. MRICH'S L8,
Details: www.houstonsplash.com R
e

THURSDAY APRIL 13
COUNTDOWN

KICKOFF PARTY | METEOR
FRIDAY APRIL 14
BLAST OFF

OPENING PARTY | RICH’S
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by Daryl Moore

BE AFRAID

The Bush administration’s steady diet of fear backfires with the Dubai deal

ince September 11, 2001, the Bush

White House has systematically ex-

ploited the tragedy of the 9/11 attacks
for either political gain or for the unprec-
edented raw exercise of executive power at
the expense of the other co-equal branches
of government. It has done so by a single
method: the pervasive pumping of fear into
the American psyche.

Initially, it was almost purely political.
Bush specifically, and Republicans generally,
accused Democrats of being soft on terror
to pain congressional seats in 2002 and to
regain the White House in 2004, Democrats

served as the perfect foils, too timid to

speak up against the excessive breadth of

the Patriot Act or the autherization for the
war in Irag.

America was, literally, under attack
And Democrats who breathed the words
“civil liberties” were instantly drowned out
by charges that they were unpatriotic or

We ' ne Deallin'!

were soft on fighting terror. Karl Rove, the
president’s strategist-in-chief, said it this
way: “Liberals saw the savagery of the 9/11
attacks and wanted to prepare indictments
and offer therapy and understanding for
our attackers.” Conservatives, he said, “saw
the savagery of 911 and the attacks and
prepared for war.”

Of eourse, Rove's charge that liberals are
soft on terror ignored the fact that Democrats
were virtually unanimous in supporting
Bush in congressional votes on his response
to the 9/11 attacks, his decision to invade
Afghanistan, and even his decision to go to
war in Iraq. Indeed, the Patriot Act drew
only one “ne” vote in the entire Senate. from
Russell Feingold, the Wisconsin Democrat.
On paper, Democrats and Republicans were
united in the War on Terror, and their votes
reflect it

Years have passed since 9/11. And during
those years, the Ameriean public has been

fed a steady diet of fear, fear, fear. Bush has
governed by using fear as an excuse for his
unprecedented exercise of executive power.
According to Bush, invading Iraq was neces-
sary to make us safer. Incarcerating thou-
sands of detainees in Guantanamo, without
naming or charging them, was necessary to
make us safer. Devising and maintaining
secret prisons around the world for the inter-
rogation of terror suspects was necessary to
make us safer. Flouting current wiretapping
laws and secretly taping U.S. citizens' phone
conversations, without first obtaining a war-

rant, was necessary Lo make us safer.

Since 9/11, Bush has repeatedly ignored
international law, the Constitution, and the
separate and co-equal branches of govern-
ment (Congress and the courts) as he has
“T'm the

systematically engaged in a secret

President and 1 know best”

keeping America safe from another terror-
ist attack. continued on page 20
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OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

PRICE OF A POLICY

A study reveals the staggering financial cost of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell

new study from the University of Cali-

fornia estimates the financial costs of

he Don't Ask, Don't Tell policy, under
which more than 10,000 gay service members
have been discharged since 1994, The total
estimated cost of about $363 million for the
first 10 years of the p-:-lu-_v (1994-2003) is a
low-ball estimate,
While that figure is not much in relation to

according to the study.

the gargantuan federal budget of $2.7 trillion
annually, any amount spent on excluding
otherwise eligible Americans who want to
serve—especially in wartime
taxpayers’ money.

The report breaks down the financial cost
of firing service members for homosexuality
under Don’t Ask, Don't Tell into four discrete
categories: recruiting costs for enhisted ser-
vice members; training costs for enlisted
service members; training costs for officers;
and separation travel costs. Let'’s take a look
at each of these:

15 a waste of

* Recruiting costs for enlisted service mem-
bers fired for homosexuality: $79.2 million.
The military spends a lot of money to recruit.
Some of this money is spent to recruit service
members who are eventually fired for homo-
sexnality. In a February 2005 report tellingly
titled “Financial Costs and Loss of Critical
Skills Due to DODs Homosexual Conduct
Policy Cannot Be Completely Estimated,”
the congressional General Accounting Office
(GAQ) estimated these costs attributable
to Don't Ask, Don’t Tell at $95.4 million.
The University of California commission
actually revised this estimate downward
to account for value the military recouped
through time served by service members
hefore discharge.

* Training costs for enlisted service mem-
bers fired for homosexuality: $252.3 mil-
lion. Once the military recruits a person for
service, it invests even more heavily in both
basic and initial skills training. The GAO

Your aents... your advocates in Health Insurance.
Auto

' Renters Life Health

BlueCross BlueShield

6575 W Loop S, Suite 185, Bellaire, TX 77401
WWW, SchmerlerAgency com 713.661.7700

A Division of Health Core Service Carporafion, o Mutue! Legal Resarve Company, an Ind

estimated the cost of training recruits fired
for homosexuality to be $95.1 million.

This is almest certainly a large underesti-
mate of the cost of training these recruits, for
a couple of reasons. First, the GAO number
does not reflect training costs for Marines
discharged for homosexuality (since the Ma-
rines apparently did not provide GAO with
training estimates). Second, even the GAO’s
training cost figures for the other services
are substantially lower than the GAO's own
previous estimates of training costs and
estimates available in other public sources.
The University of California commission
corrected the GAO figures by relving on
the Defense Department’s and GAO's own
previous figures for both basic and initial
skills training for each of the branches. Af-

ter that, the commission again credited the
military for recovering at least a part of this
cost throngh the members’ service before

discharge. —

And much more!

of Texas

Livensee of tha Bloe Cross and Blue Shield Assodofion
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m continued from page 18

Bush's strategy has worked. The Ameri-
can public has gotten the message. Over
time, Americans have become reconciled with
the concept that it is acceptable to negotiate
away some of our precious civil liberties for
the promise that if we do we will be safer,
We have conceded that it is okay that the
Patriot Act permits the federal government
to see what books we check out at the library,
what Google searches we have run, and even
permits government infiltration of Quaker
meetings. While this may all seem ridiculous,
most Americans have accepted it as a trade-
off for the promise that doing so will help to
make us safe.

Finally, all of the fear the Bush admin-
istration has pumped into the American
psyche has taken hold. That happened when
Bush told us that his administration had
authorized the outsourcing of the running of
American ports and, implicitly, port security,
to a Dubai-based company—a company from
a Middle Eastern country with ties to 9/11.

In response to that disclosure, America
collectively freaked out. While Bush tried
to reassure Americans that all was well,
America remained afraid. While Bush said,
“Trust me,” Americans said, “No way.” Bush's
approval rating hit 37 percent. Democrats
smelled blood. Republicans capitulated and
turned on their own president. And the Dubai
deal died.

Bush was stunned. He scolded that
‘sending the wrong message”

W

America was
to the world by opposing the deal and hinted
that the nation was being xenophobic.

Having been fed a steady diet of fear,
America responded by being afraid. That
actually stunned the president who taught
us all to be afraid. And that is scary.

Writing from the liberal side, Houston attorney
.-'J:'u‘_\.'.‘ Muore has a general practice and is board
certified in civil appellate law.

m continued from previous page

» Training costs for officers: $17.7 million.
The GAO report did not factor the cost of
training officers into its report. In the first
10 years of Don't Ask, Don’t Tell, 137 officers
were discharged for homosexuality.

The university commission estimated
the cost of training for officers who go
through one of five different routes: service
academies (like West Point), ROTC, officer
candidate school, direct appointment, and
other paths.
= Separation travel costs: $14.3 million.
Recruiting and training costs are front-end:
They occur at the beginning of a military
career. There are also costs associated with

separation from the military, the back-end

of service. These “out-processing” costs are
numerous and are also investments the
military must make when it discharges a
member. One such cost is travel expense,
The commission estimated this cost of Don't
Ask, Don’t Tell by using the Army’s own
lower-range estimates for such travel costs,
and deducting for recovery of costs through
time served.

FPutting all these numbers together,
we arrive at a total cost of $363,770,279 to
implement Don’t Ask, Don't Tell during its
first 10 years.

Several factors suggest that the commis-
sion estimate is still a substantial underes-
timate of the real financial cost of expelling
gay service members. First, the commission
could not get numbers estimating the costs
of discharge review boards, security clear-
ances, out-processing costs, investigations
into service members' sexual orientation,
re-enlistment bonuses, and officer recruiting.
Second, the estimates of officer training are
probably much lower than the actual cost
The types of officers fired for homosexuality
include physicians, pilots, dentists, and other
individuals with high-cost technical training.
Third, the estimate does not include the cost
of losing gay service members who refuse to
re-enlist after fulfilling their service obliga-
tions because they are unwilling to continue
to conceal. Fourth, the estimates for enlisted
training are probably too conservative.

On the other hand, the commission does
not attempt to calculate the cost of recruit-
ing and training service members who might
disdain military service if the ban is lifted. I
doubt this would be a large cost, since open
homosexuals would represent such a tiny
portion of the military services, and what-
ever the initial cost it could be expected to
dwindle as military culture adjusted. The ex-
perience of other countries does not indicate
any recruitment and retention difficulties
attributable to allowing service by openly
gay service members.

Finally, “financial costs” alone do not
measure all the costs—in broken careers,
broken lives, broken families, in the loss
of dignity for gay Americans in general—of
having a policy that expels Americans who
want to serve their country simply because
we learn they're gay. But we cannot have a
debate over the costs and benefits of Don't
Ask, Don't Tell without at least a reasonable
baseline estimate of the financial costs. For
that reason, the University of California com-
mission has made what appears to be a useful
and important contribution to the debate.

Writing from the conservative side, Dale Car-
penter began his column for OutSmart in 1994,
when he lived in Houston. Now residing in Min-
neapolis, Carpenter is a University of Minnesota
Law School professor.
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InsideOut at ity Hall

by Annise D. Parker

ARE YOU GAY ENOUGH?

Candidatles face the question of how out is out

have been alternately angered, bemused,

and intrigued by a recent article and

some letters (in another community
publication) that eriticize both City Council
member Sue Lovell and many other openly
gay/lesbian elected officials for not being out
enough, either in their campaigns or as of-
ficeholders. To me, the debate reveals bath a
startling nmivete about electoral polities and
a sad willingness to trap our officeholders
in a Catch 22, and it betrays a clear double
standard.

The author used the candidates en-
dorsed |l.\' the Gay and Lesbian Victory Fund
as his subject. This i1s a reasonable starting
place, as the Vietory Fund will only endorse
candidates who sélf-declare as openly
GLBT. But then the author attempted to
judge, i:;l!.i:ll't'.’ﬂll'\ E;ll'l;lt'll\ from candidate
or officeholder websites, whether they were
sufficiently out. If they didn't state their
sexual orientation on public information or

make it a central theme of their campaigns,
they flunked the test.

L.et me state my own credentials: In
my 1997 City Council race, my campaign
website and virtually all campaign material
had the words gay or leshian on them, usu-
ally a reference to my service as president
of the [::.1‘\ and Lesbian Political Caucus
(now GLBT, of course). As both a council
member and eity controller, my official city
webpage has also always featured that
fact, as well as a reference to my spouse,
Kathy Hubbard. I put it there to make a
statement and because I believe our com-
munity deserves it. (Of course, | also write
this monthly column, which appears in a
GLBT magazine.)

However, in my race for controller, vou
would have been hard pressed to find any
gay reference on any campaign literature. It
was never mentioned during the campaign

by me or by my opponents. Why? Because it

Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church

2025 West 11th St. ~ Houston, Texas 77008 (713) 861-9149 www.resurrectionmcc.org  RESU

had nothing to do with the office I was seek-

ing, So did I go back into the closet? Does

that make me suddenly not gay enough'’

What does “out” mean?

When [ began my winning campaign in
1997, I had been a lesbian activist for 20
vears. | had been not just openly gay but
publicly gay, often gquoted in newspapers
and was \'L'I'[i'.ill].\ the most visible lesbian
in Houston. In some senses, I was as “out”
as any candidate could be. My spouse likes
to say we are not only out of the closet but
also out on the front lawn

An nitial |‘--.|]|. however, showed that my

name identification was only 5 percent at the

beginning of the campaign. So 85 percent of

Houston’s voters didn't know who I was, or
that I was a leshian

Politics 101: This was as much an op-
portunity as a

my image, If you don't get the message out

HOLY WEEK

Palm Sunday
April 9th,
9 AM & 11 AM

Holy Wednesday
April 12th, 7 PM

Maundy Thursday
April 13th, 7 PM

Good Friday

John Rutter’s

“REQUIEM”
April 14th, 7 PM

EASTER SUNDAY
April 16th,
6:30 AM
9 AM & 11 AM

“TION

iability. I had control over

On yOour own Lerms, your l1|3F}“n!—'Tﬂ s L':f.]jl'lg
to get it out on hig/her terms,

Putting it in context

Unlike many candidates, being a leshian
activist was part of my résumé. [ had headed
Houston’s GLBT political organization,
tanght at the police academy on GLBT issues,
and served as a GLBT community liaison
to the police department. This work was as
much a qualification as being a civic club
I‘.l'l.-'.-cilia-'nl and a small-business OWner,

Politics 101: Make being honest about who
you are a plus, African-American voters appre-
ciated my work as a critic of the police depart-
ment, even though it wasn't on their issues
The police union endorsed me because they
knew me and knew I understood their job

Even if my gay activism was part of my
résumé, it couldn’t become the dominant fea
ture of my campaign. In previous campaigns,
the local media used lesbian or gay as an
adjective every time my name appeared in
print (as in “lesbian activist Annise Parker
stated...”). I clearly wasn't ashamed of it—I
was mentioning it myself. But we met with
both GLBT and mainstream media and
pointed out that my opponents were referred
to by profession, not sexual orientation, and

that I expected the same

Polities 101: Packaging matters. Even
well-intentioned reporters can get lazy or look
for a *hook.” It's a standard tactic to reprint
literature from other sources referencing your
opponent. Why help them with a headline that

makes you seem a single-issue candidate?

Why bring it up at all?

I've heard many peers say, “I'm a candi-

date who happens to be gay, not a gay can-
didate. I won't be legislating on gay issues
Why should I even bring it up?”

Polities 101: Others are talking about it,
even if you aren’t. Attempts to be coy make
you sound dishonest and may alienate your
base. Again, if you don't get the message out
on your own lerms, your opponent is going
to get it out on his'her terms. If vou mention
it, no matter how peripherally, you can't be
outed. Besides, our community deserves it.

The gay agenda

But, whether or not the accusation is
made to your face, you will be suspected
of being a “single issue” candidate pushing
the mythic “gay agenda.” If you are open
about gay issues in your campaign, the
t'hé'Jl'_'.Ll' will be overt.

Politics 101: Build a track record that
shows a range of experience and commitment
If your qualifications can speak for them
selves, they will. But you still can't let your
sell be publicly defined by gay issues. —
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IMid'u“t continued from page 22

For some, I will never be out enough, For
others, I will be too out. Our toughest eritics
are often in our own communities

Any representative of a minority group,
in whatever field, feels the pressure of being
a “first” and knows that he or she will be held
up as an example or role model. There are
still so few of us in elected office that I do feel
the impact of the actions of my peers. When
they're judged, some part of that reflects on
me. We will be held to a lngher standard.

3ut I know there is no one right way
for our GLBT elected leaders to address
this issue. What the Victory Fund asks is
simple: that we are willing to self-declare in
seeking their endorsement and that we are
comfortable in discussing it and willing to be
honest when the 1ssue is raised. Supporting
openly GLBT men and women when they
run for office is critical for the future of our
community. And perhaps so is cutting them
a little slack on this igsue.

Annise Parker is city controller and the highest-

ranking openly GLBT elected municipal official

inany of the 10 largest U.S. cities. On November
"

8. she was re-elected to a sec
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“l always hated Don't Ask, Don't
Tell! Valerie Harper says. “Why
should you not'tell? Why can't
you walk in the streets holding
hands? What does it'do to me?
What is the harm to me that you
express who you are?”

Valerie Harper; probably best known as Mary Richards’s neighbor,
returns to Houston in the role of Israeli prime minister Golda Meir.
She chats with us about gay marriage, Brokeback Mountain,
Paul Newman’s baby blues, her chorus girl past, and much more

by Blase DiStefano

Photo courtesy Valerie Harper

emember Rhoda Morgenstern, Mary’s wacky upstairs neighbor
on The Mary Tyler Moore Show? And the spin-off show, Rhoda?
Though Valerie Harper is probably best known for that Jewish
role (she won four Emmys and a Golden Globe), she was born
to a mixed Catholic/Protestant family. And she’s now back to playing Jewish,
this time as Golda Meir in Golda’s Balcony, playing in Houston this month. « The
65-year-old, very gay-friendly actress talked with me for 45 minutes while on her
cell phone in her car (as a passenger—her daughter Cristi was driving). She was
intelligent, funny, outspoken, and ditzy, all at the same time. -




From Rhoda to Golda FFirkey

Blase DiStefano: Hi Valerie.

Valerie Harper: Hi Blase. [Dogs bark. 11 have
two geriatric dogs in the car. To tell you the
truth, our house is being fumigated because
of an ant invasion.

Oops.

We have a lovely place in Santa Monica, but
it is an ant haven. [ think it's because it got
very cold, then very hot, and then very cold
again. The little fellas are probably freezing
their butts, so they all came tracking into
my house. It's a spraying. We didn't have to
fumigate or cover the house or anything. But
the dogs can’t be there for four hours.

Have you always had pets?
Actually, no. I used to be afraid of dogs
because 1 was bitten when I was
young, but now I have had dogs
for the last 25 vears or so with
[husband Tony Cacciotti].

So how long have you been to-
gether?

We've been together since 1979, We
married in 1986 because we were
adopting our beautiful daughter
[Cristina) who is now in her early
20s. She is gorgeous, and she is
with me right now. She's in the
bank. I didn't want to miss these
interviews just because I couldn’t
stay in the house. That’s why I'm
calling you instead of you calling
me. If we drop out on this eell phone, I'll call
vou right back

OK.

As a matter of fact, I'm going to turn the
car on. I think that will be a good idea so
that some power is coming through, [Ding-
ing sound in background] Oh, no, then
we're going to have all this noise. What is
happening? Oh, I know, take the brake off.
[Dinging ;-ig’up.ﬁ] That's it. OK. We're cool.
Now it's good. I'm going to run this so we get
electricity. OK.

How about we start with theater, of which
you're no stranger. Weren't you a dancer on
Broadway in L/'/ Abner?

Li'l Abner was my first show. Then I did
a show called Take Me Along with Jackie
Gleason. Little did I know that I would be
working with these legends and then later
be in television series as they were. Then |
did a show called Destry Rides Again. Andy
Griffith was the star, but I didn't open with
that because I got hepatitis. Then I did an-
other show, Wildeat, with Lucille Ball. My
last show was Subways Are for Sleeping,
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Did you just dance in all of these?

No, I was singing and dancing, and some-
times | had a few lines; mainly a chorus
performer, All the time | was taking acting
lessons. I was working in the theater but
trying not te stay in the chorus. Then I
finally turned down a chorus job for a show
called Here'’s Love. Michael Kidd was the
chorecgrapher. I turned it down. It was hard
to do, because I wanted to do it. I thought,
If I'm going to be an actress, I've got to really
foeus on that, and I did. Later on I got into
Second City.

You also did the movie Li'l Abner. | watched
it with a friend, and he said, “That has to be
Valerie Harper!”

That was right after the play, I was 19 then.
Some of the girls just had hair—I had a hat

How dare anyone say,
“Would you please pervert
your life? Would you please be
uncomfortable? Would you
please FIp your guts out

and diminish your soul
and live falsely for my
comfort?”

on with a daisy, and I had braids like Pippi

Longstocking sticking out on each side of

my head.

[Laughs]

My roommate was Beth Howland. Do you
remember Beth, the waitress [Vera] from
Alice [the TV series]?

Yes.

We were roommates when we did that movie
together. Two little stupid virgins in Hol-
lywood, taking the bus to Paramount. I'm
telling vou the truth, In those days girls were

virging until they were 20. I don't know if

that happens any more.

You had a part in Rock Rock Rock.

That was way back. I was 15. It was rock-
and-roll performers strung together one after
another. Little Richard, Chuck Berry, Martha
and the Vandellas. All of the current 1950z
people. 1956, I guess it was, [ was a dance
student, and we went to an audition and they
gaid, “Who ecan jitterbug?” A girlfriend and
I schlepped out on the train to Brooklyn to
some strange little studio, and we were in the

movie. Now it's like a cult thing. A time warp
with our crinolines. The star was Tuesday
Weld. She was only 13.

You've worked with a slew of other famous
people. Does any performer or any show at
all really stand out when you look back?
One time that was absolutelv so satisfving
was Shadow Boex. Paul Newman directed.
He's marvelous and completely distracting.
would be listening, and I'd think, Holy F, look
at those eves. How are they glacier looking,
translucent crystal, and yet so warm and
beautiful? Joanne [Woodward, Newman's
wife] was there. I didn’t lust after him . . .
it was just distractingly gorgeous. Beautiful
beyond anything you can imagine. You know
who has eyes like that and she doesn’t get
credit? Barbra Streisand. I don’t know if it'’s
Russian Jewish er what it is, but it's blue,

blue, blue, blue, blue.

My daughter said I'm talking
too loud. She just came back from
the bank.

You've worked with a lot of gay
people too, including Sandy
Dennis and Raymond Burr, and
I've always been curious ...
Raymond, yes, fabulous. Now
Sandy was a doll. Boy, did I love
her. Super. I didn’t know she was
gay. Was she openly gay?

Not until much later.
I see.

I've always been curious when working on
a project, about how often would you say
that another person's sexual orientation
even comes up, or does it?

It doesn't come up unless you talk about
their partner. Then you go, “Oh, yeah." For
instance, I just worked with Melissa Ether-
idge’s girlfriend, Tammy Lynn Michaels. Oh
my God, she's adorable, and she talked about
Melissa and the baby. They have a baby to-
gether. Then she'd talk about Melissa getting
through her illness.

Our stage manager is gay and has a
partner, and they have a baby, a beautiful
little baby. I'm watching her grow up on tour.
She was four months old and now suddenly
she's seven.

| was going to ask you how you felt about
gay marriage and gay adoption, but you've
already told me basically.
Oh, my God, yes. Kids can benefit from two
parents. I don't get it. Listen, I have a real
haseline on this whole , . .

Aside ta Cristi: Do we need to do anything
else in Beverly Hills, honey” -
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Cristi: Not that T know of.
To Blase: Just let us look at heterosexual-
ity, OK?

OK.
Here's my baseline. The minute—and I'm
talking heterosexual now——there’s birth con-
trol, even with the Catholies, if'it's thythm or,
excuse my crudeness, pulling out, whatever it
is, whatever the birth contral is—pills, coils,
condoms—the minute you do that, it is for fun.
It is not for procreation. So what the hell does
it matter if it's a man or a waman if they're
consenting adults? Now that’s terribly basic,
and it's maybe simplistic, but that's what 1
see. And I think, What the hell business is it
of mine of what makes you happy or who you
are? How dare anyone say, “Would you please
pervert your life? Would you please be uncom-
fortable? Would you please rip your guts out
and diminish your soul and live falsely for my
comfort?" That's why I always hated Don't
Ask, Don't Tell. Why should you not tell? Why
can’t you walk in the streets holding hands?
What does it do to me? What is the harm to
me that vou express who you are?

And the civil rights movement: Black
gain is not white loss. Jews gain is not non-
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Jewish loss. Havent we seen Hitler's ovens?
And this poor guy tied to a post in Wyoming,
and blacks being drug behind trucks. Even
in this day and age.

Look at Brokeback Mountain. The hu-
manity . .. [ love that movie. And the casting
is so wonderful of the girls. They didn't make
unattractive, ugly, biting girls . . . all three
of them . . . even the waitress. She was a
full human being and a person saying, “You
know, Ennis, you short-change people. T've
got a life, and vou should at least call or cut
me loose or whatever.” They were all full
human beings.

If [sex] is really for making babies . . .
Fifty percent divorce rate, thank you very
much, What sanetity? The very guys in
Congress talking about it have been mar-
ried three times. They're serial marriers. So,
anyway, that's my opinion.

Thank you for giving it.

Oh abszolutely. Oh, 1 love Cokie Roberts. On a
talk show one day, she said, “We always talk
about the gay life, the craziness, the dressing
up, the promiscuity. AIDS, the spread of . . .”
And she said, “These peaple want to get mar-
ried. They want to live a life with one partner.
Get it? Do you get it?” It was so hilarious, |
langhed. 1 said, Good for yvou. Cokie.

[Laughs]

“We're here, we're queer, Get used to it.”
My niece is gay, and her partner said, “I got
one: “We're here. We're dykes. Don't hurt us.

We'll kill ya.”

[Both laugh hysterically]

Speaking of . .. has a woman ever put the
make on you?

Years and years ago, a girlfriend who was
heterosexual (I think) sat with me and said,
“I have to talk to you about something.” She
said, “I need your advice. I have a friend
who loves a girlfriend who's a friend, but
she would like to take the step. What do you
think?” We'd been friends for three years,
And I said, “Well, il the person is willing to
lose the friendship, because if yvou cross that
line, maybe the other person couldn't handle
it.” So we talked in circles, but she didn’
make the move, and we remained friends. 1
don’t know if it was her, but I think it was.
But you know what? 1 would say, "Oh, my
God, I'm so flattered, but no thank you. But
it's very flattering.” But, no, I've never had
that eccur.

Going back in time. Assuming you had to
audition for the role of Rhoda [on The Mary
Tyler Moore Show], what was it like? —

Purchase You
NOW while we

on Williams v <9

Che Grand
HEAYER

1634 OPERA HOUSE

ALVESTOM [BLAND TERAR

30 AFPRIL 2006 OutSmart

arious Third Serving of the Greater Tu
THE COMEDY WITH TEX-APPEAL]

VST el Triongs in Ter B s, greateniuna, oo

mﬁv.thegrand.com 800-821-1894
. - [ W—

i e g TN AR T O i M R P 8 D

nn Trilogy

- s

Special Offer!

20" off.

Any Complete
Tuxed% RRen’rul

Tuxedo Purchase

Lowest Prices
e Year an

Retail Tuxedo Packages

>
Formal
Al S Wear

www.alsformalwear.com

For the store nearest you

€
dial your area code and.. ," l

730-4TUX &l

.Or Caoll 1-B77-4ALS-TUX

Wear

GET MORE®WHENEVER MINUTES®

600 National WHENEVER Minutes”
Unlimited nights and weekends

Long distance and roaming included
Only $39.99 a month

_r Yl
— |
1
roA 1
=
G
4 |
), Limited time offer.
New activation & minimum 1-year
Nokia 4010 Samsuna T_OO S A Ry e agreement required,
VUK DU 2QMISUNG youy 2amsung 13’ Motorola V360 Taxes & fees not included.
SW Ferry R Downtown Telecom inside Katy Mills .
12320 Bellaire Blvd Ste:C1 9282 FM 1960 Rd W 2608 Mialm Ste:B 5000 Katy Mills Cir Entry 5 T ; ‘li[ li ) |l" '
281-568-6108 281-890-8500 713-807-1100 281-644-4055 authorized doaler

Additional restrictions apply; see printed materials and T-Mobile’s Terms and Conditions, viewable at www.t-mobile.com, for details.
Limited time offer and subject to change without notice. T-Mobile is a registered trademark of Deutsche Telekom AG. © 2006 T-Mabile
USA, Inc

JEFFRIES

BAR + LOUNGE

700 PACIFIC + MONTROSE
] BLOCK NORTH OF WESTHEIMER

L JEFFRIESBAR.COMS =

DutSmart APRIL 2006 31




Even though
Proposition 2
passed, you
still have
legal rights.

We can
helpyou |
~ profect your J
rlghts. /

|
713.529.5055

Proudly serving dll the legal
needs of the GLBT community.

Principal Office Houston, Texas

Changing the way law serves
the changes in your life.

ArRIL 200G Qulamart

From Rhoda to Golda P4l

It was a lovely experience.

Asgide to Cristi: Do you want to go for

some lunch, honey?
Cristi: Yeah, 1 was just trving to think
of a place.

Valerie: You think of a place.

Cristi: 'l drive, and I'll find a place on
Wilshire.

Valerie: Perfect. Per-
fect.

Cristi vells at dog.
Valerie: It's OK, honey.
It's not bathering me or
Blase. Is it bothering
you? |

No, not at all.

To Cristi: Don’t worry,
honey. Don't worry. He
Th Blase: My daughter
ig trying to keep her
quiet and drive and do

everything And

Oh, that's sweet.

Yes, she is sweet. She's

a fabulous girl. And a very talented
actress. You'll be interviewing her one

day soon

Oh, neat. | can't wait.
Tb Cristi: “Oh, neat,” Blase says.
To Blase: She will remember you for-

EVET.

All right!

;‘\13}-‘\\';1}', [ got the whole .L'-f_'l'ilpl before-
hand, and I could see that it was a
beautiful role. My then-husband Dick
Schaal worked with me on it. I remem-
ber we had a sailboat at the time, out
at Marina del Rey. We went on the boat,
and he coached me and helped me,
and [ said, I think I'm going to learn
these lines, so I can use gome props . .
. beeause she’s washing windows. And
I said, I'll improvise the window, but
I'll have a real cloth in my pocket and
maybe a bucket as if there's water in
it . . . The first Mary episode is [ am
washing windows.

I remember that.

She says, “Hello, I'm Mary Richards.”
And I say, “Rhoda Morgenstern. Get out
of my apartment.”

[Laughs]

Well, that's the seene that we were read-
ing. So I came in with a car coat. Do you
remember those?

mtelllgent He’s educated:
av. “He’s gay'u

Uh huh.

With the toggle bolts that are kind of bulky-
looking outdoor jackets, with the rag in my
pocket, which I took out, and I dipped it in,
pretending there was water in the bucket,
and kinda wrung it out as I'm talking to her.
I did a whole number. And they were just
thrilled, They said, “Oh, she’s really funny.”
And they called me back and said, “We're go-
ing to have you back to see you with Mary.”
| was a New York actress, so 1 was used to

Phyllis says, “l know you're
going to Marry Ben, and
just have to get used to it.

Why WOUldI‘I t you marry him.

tractiv

2. He'’s

-

being called back four, five, six times for a
commercial that [ didn't get. And I thought.
“T'll never get it. We both are brunettes. We
both have small noses. They won't cast that
way. They'll cast somebody very different
looking or chubby and fat, maybe really
short, blond, red-headed.”

Every girl in town was going up for that
role because people had heard about it. So
then they ealled me. I read with [Mary Tyler
Moore] just sitting on the couch. This time,
[ didn't bring props. We read other scenes.
They said, “Thank you very much.” I left, 1

Valerie Harper won three consecutive
Emmys (1971, '72, *73) for her role as
Rhoda Morgenstern on The Mary Tyfer
Moaore Show and picked up another one
in '75 for her rale in its spin-off Rhada.

lived about 15 minutes from the studio
where | auditioned right down in West
Hollywood. We ealled it the “Swish Alps”
ar "Boys Town” in those days. Now it's
West Hollywood. Anyway, so there we
are, and I pulled into the driveway and
my then-husband Dick Schaal said, “You
gotit, you got it!” I said, "Get in the house.
Don't tease me that way. This is Holly-
wood. There's got to be a screen test.” He
said, “They just called. You have the role.”
I thought to myself, This is the easiest part
I have ever gotten, and I think it’s going to
mean the most to me.

I'll always remember The Mary Tyler
Moore Show for being one of the first
shows to portray a positive gay char-
acter.

Oh yes, Ben, Phyllis's brother.

And Rhoda dated him.

I did, and yvou know what? It's an interest-
ing thing. Jay Sandrich was the director,
and he said “Valerie, when you say that
he’s gay, should you lower your voice or
be gentle with Cloris [Leachman, who
played Phyllis] because you're breaking
the news?” And I said, "No, Rhoda’s not
gonna be gentle with Phyllis. She's so
stupid that she deesn't know her brother
is gay. What kind of schmuck is she?
After living with him and . . . or if she's
hypoeritical or whatever.” My whole thing
was to punch holes in her balloon of pom-
posity, to cut her down to size with her
stupidity. Cloris’s line was “I know you're
going to marry Ben, and I'll just have to
get used to it.” She's drunk and she says,
“Why wouldn’t you marry him. He's at-
tractive. He's intelligent, He's educated.”
And I say, “He's gay!" And 1 said, right
like that, because he's not available, as
though he were married or he's a priest or
a monk—something that is no judgment.
And the audience screamed.

We didn’t think that would get a laugh.
The line that we thought would get the
laugh was the next line, “Oh, Rhoda, I'm =0
relieved,” which was a very hip joke—bet-
ter her brother gay than marrying dumb,
awful Rhoda. That was the joke, and it
got a laugh, too. But the shocker of it was
with “He's gay!” the audience laughed for
a full minute. It was a recognition laugh.
[t was the longest laugh in the history
of . . . maybe until Chuckles the Clown.
But until that peint it was the longest
sustained laugh on The Mary Tvler Moore
Show ever.

It was great.
And Bob Moore was brilliant in the role.
It was a great show. It was so perfectly —
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From Rhoda to Golda J#4

written, Blase, But you see the integrity in
that? “Oh, Rhoda, I'm so relieved.” In 1973, to
say that. “I'm so happy my brotheris..."” With
no judgment, just happy that he’s gay rather
than marrying Rhoda. And [director] Jim
Brooks would allow no gay bashing. Ever!

He seems to have always been gay-

friendly.
He really has. And wonderful with women.

GOLDEN GOLDA

“Valerie Harper takes over
the stage as Golda Meir, and
she is the right woman for
the job) opined the Defroit
Free Press about Harper in
Golda's Balcony. She stars
in the Broadway Across
America production, which
plays at the Hobby Center
through April 9. More info:
www.BroadwayAcross
America.com.

You know what, he had a sister he adored, an
older sister who he loved dearly, and I think
that's part of his sensibility

| haven't seen Golda's Balcony, but I'm
looking forward to it.

It's quite a wonderful play. William Gibson
it, and he wrote the wonderful The
Miracle Worker and Two for the Seesaw. He's
ars old, and he wrote Golda some years
ago, with Anne Baneroft and a whole cast and
it didn’t work. It was a big bomb. So now he's

gone back to the drawing board. He's
just a superb writer, and Golda Meir is
one of the talented figures of the 20th
century, male or female. I love her, I
laved her in the 1960s. I was living in
New York. She was constantly there at
the UN speaking, on television, doing
press conferences, fighting for lsrael,
fighting for justice. Many issues. She

was just great.

| cannot wait to see it.

Well, I hope it's not a disappointment.
It's a very interesting play, and it's
all in one piece. It's 90 minutes, just
like a movie, straight through with no
intermission, because there's so much
warfare and there's a lot of }'al‘crn'llit:lil..lll.
There's flashing lights and war noises
and planes flying. There’s live action on
the sereens behind me. There are three
big screens showing what appears to be
stone ruins in Jerusalem. Big massive
things. Even though it's one character,
it’s not a lady in a walker talking about
her life. 1 step off the stage in a new
lighting area and we relive the memo-
ries. Some of them are told direetly to the
audience, but many of them are relived

as scenes with grenph' a comversation

back and forth between characters.

I'm looking forward to your Houston
visit. Have you ever been to Houston?
| did a play years ago with Anthony
Zerbe called Dear Liar, and we played a
beautiful theater in Houston. And [ eat
at Houston's all the time

[Both laugh]
It's a great restaurant. Wonderful baked
potatoes, which I shouldn’t be eating.
[Laughs] Have we finished? Do yvou have
everything that you need?

Yes. | want to thank you for staying on
the phone this long.
Oh, of course! It’s my pleasure

And tell your daughter | hope she
makes it really soon.

Ta Cristi: *“1 hope you make it really
soon.”

To Blase: She's so pretty. She’s beautiful
Take care, honey.

Thank you.
Bve bye.

Read more about Valerie Harper at
www.outsmartmagazine.com.

Blase DiStefano interviewed John Waters
for QutSmart’s February issue.
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International |
Showcase

Women’s music takes a prominent stage
at the Houston International
Festival this month

By Deborah Moncrief Bell

Natalia with a Z: The Peace from the Porch Stage at the Houston International Festival features women's-music favorites including Natalia Zuckerman.

ack in the day—meaning, in this case, the '70s and '80s—there was something
ralled Women’s Music. The term defies definition as a genre because it encompasses
such a mix of types of music and performers. Ranging from “girl with guitar” to

choruses, many of the women making the music were out lesbians.

Margie Adam, considered one of “the big four” in women’s music, along with Holly
Near, Cris Williamson, and Meg Christian, defined women’s music this way in a 2001
interview with JD Doyle on Queer Music Heritage, which airs as part of the Queer Voices

program on KPFET:

“There is this movement called women’s musie,
which kind of exists in a time period, kind of erupted
on the scene in the early '70s. This had to do with
a bunch of us who looked around and did not see
ourselves in the music industry, did not see women
engineers, did not see women in distribution, did not
see women in production, did not see women using
drumsticks and playing the bass, did not see women
anywhere in the music industry except fronting bands
as singers. What we really did in the "70s was to create
a total alternative universe where we could maintain
control over the means of distribution, production and
also control over the music itself. So women’s music
was originally an impulse of many radical feminists
to make musicin our own image, rather than through
the male gaze. This was extremely revolutionary.”

The label ean be limiting, which is
unfortunate, because it means these gifted
artists don't always reach a large audi-
ence. Most of them are content to be able
to play their music and earn a living doing
so. Many of the pioneers are still playing
coffeehouses, bars, festivals, and whatever
gig they ean and are part of the growing
house-concert phenomenon. Women's music
is alive and well, evolving and growing,
even though most up-and-coming artists
would be labeled as alternative or inde-
pendent. A line-up of some of the leading
women's music artists of today are featured
this month during the April 21-30 Houston
International Festival.

TPirgmn Tis Pondh

For the second year, festival organiz-
ers have invited lesbian singer/song-
writer and concert presenter Christy
Claxton to produce the Peace from the
Porch Stage—a version of the award-
winning concert series, Bear Creek
Concerts, that Claxton hosts at her
28-acre homestead in La Grange, Texas.
In 2004, she produced a CD compila-
tion of independent musicians who had
performed at Bear Creek entitled Peace
from the Porch, Vol. 1. Proceeds from
CD sales benefited the American Cancer
Society. International Festival executive director Jim
Austin was so impressed with the CD and the concert

series that he invited Claxton and former partner, Lane

(Gosnay, to present a stage at the International Festival
in 2005,

The Peace from the Porch Stage returns this year
in conjunction with the release of Peace from the Porch.
Vol. 2. Sales from this second CD benefit agencies that
support victims of domestic violence. Many of the fea-
tured artists are gay, lesbian, or bisexual. They include
Erika Luckett, Natalia Zukerman, Martine Locke,
Patrice Pike, Julie Loyd, Sharon Bousquet, and Ginger
Leigh, Lévi Kreis and Tret Fure are also featured on
the album but will not perform at the festival.

“I think there is a real significance that GLBT art-
ists would so willingly participate in this project when
its focus is to raise money for something so dark and
nasty as domestic violence,” Claxton says. *This is not
about polite table talk. It is not necessarily triumphant.
Even those who overcome carry that trauma and sad-

Porch swing: Christy Claxton, rocking
at her home outside LaGrange (top),
produces the Peace from the Porch Stage
at the International Festival. In November,
Claxton (above, far r) posed with her fel-
low musicians at the first rehearsal of the
Bear Creek Ensemble, which also consists
of (I-r) Tanya Richardson, Erika Luck-

ett, Samantha Banks, Patrice Pike, and
(seated in front) Ruthie Foster. Claxton (1)
in the Bear Creek offices in LaGrange.

ness for the rest of their lives. As GLBT artists, we
maybe understand that pain a little more deeply
than the straight family next door. I am extremely
proud of this project, the caliber of artists involved,
and that some of the very best in American indepen-
dent music are GLBT. This will put us in the greater
public eye in the very most positive light possible, as
caring, loving, realistic, community-minded citizens.”

The Peace from the Porch stage (presented on
April 23-23 and on April 29-30 on the grounds of the
Houston Heritage Society in Sam Houston Park) is
an opportunity for the GLBT community and
supporters to gather and demonstrate a presence
while celebrating our contribution to the arts,
Claxton says.

“T want the world to see us for who we really
are—powerful, caring, talented, loving people who
have the strength and resolve to not only make our
GLBT world a better place but the entire world bet-
ter for all, It's peace on the home front.” —
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International voice: Born in Mexico, the multilingual Erika Luckett has also lived and sung in

Venezuela, Brazil, and France.
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MORE MUSIC

QutSmart contributor Deborah Moncrief
Bell is also ane of the praducers of the
Diva House Concerts. Christy Claxton
performed the first show in the senes

in January, On April 28, Australian-bom
singer/songwriter Martine Locke, whose
latest CD is On the Verge (Passionfruit
Produce}, comes to Houston for second
Diva House concert. Wrote one critic in
Revolver magazine of this performer: “"Mar-
tine Locke s a fine example of everything

| admire about the chick singer phahcﬂ:n-
enon. She's got a beautiful voice, plays
guitar like a monster, and is one of the
most motivated and enthusiastic people
this reporter has come across in a long
time.” Concert details: thedivadeb@yahoo.

INTERNATIONAL IRONY

From Down Under: Born in Australia,
now based in San Francisco, Martine
Locke performs in Houston on April 28.

The same Houston International Festival that features a prominent group
of queer- and queer-friendly musicians on the Peace from the Porch
stage salutes Jamaica, a nation with a recent history of violence against
GLBT people, including the murders of prominent HIV/AIDS activist
Steve Harvey in 2005 and gay activist Brian Williamson in 2004. Even J-FLAG
(logo, above), the sole GLBT arganization in the country, posts this natice on its
website: “Due to the potential for violent retribution, we cannot publish the exact
location of our office! Jamaican music stars Beenie Man Buju Banton have promipt-
ed protests in the United States and Europe for lyrics that advocate homophobic

violence.

Again this year the local Parents, Friends and Family of Lesbians and Gays
chapter will staff a booth (sponsored by OutSmart) at the festival, sharing its mes-

sage of tolerance and compassion.

TRIGH BALELEA DO PHOTOGAAPHICY

Neny Radlusifing

Two of the featured Peace from the Porch
artists thi r bring with them the tradi
tion of what could be called women’s musie as
well as connections fittingthe festive
national theme. Both are acclaimed
musicians with their chosen instruments yvet
have different styles.

atalia Zuckerman, classically trained
in violin, is from an accomplished
musical family. The danghter of
violinist/conductor Pinchas Zukerman and
flutist/writer Euge 1an, Natalis
grew up in Manhattan immer i
cal music, Performing live—an
ing what she calls the life of a “wandering
—seems to be a family tradition: Her
i , and her pa-

er Arianna is an oper
ternal grandfather play rinet in klezmer
bands in Poland and Israel. However, Zucker-
man breaks with that tradition to a degree,

My parents took me to the Aspen Music

oung. One day
: Nigel Kennedy
playing fiddle band, and heard
banjos for the first time . . .” Zuckerms
on that “aha” mo-
ed to the folk scene,
nge. She turned her

laughs as she thi
ment. Une
everything began {
attention to the guitar and now performs folk
with a mix of blu d jazz.

Erika Luckett is another not-to-be missed
Peace from the Porch performer. Whether
she is singing in English, Spanish, French, or
Portuguese, Luckett and her music remind us
that beauty and a luminous heart transcend
any boundary.

( sing boundaries comes easily to
Luckett. She was born in Mexico and raised
in Venezuela and zil. As a teenager, she
made her way to France, playing in the sub-

where her own coneoction of folk/Latin/
‘pop echoed in the underground.

With a degree in film seoring, Luckett has
written for film, multimedia, and theater,

She recently stepped on the other side of the
came performing in the 2005 movie The
Californians.

For the complete schedule of Peace from
the Porch performers, which also includes
Texas favorite Shake Russell, ¢
Ho 1 International Festival website:
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oman » Progress

——==glicia Bradford, president and CEO of the new Pro-
|____ gressive Women'’s Network, Inc. presides over two
major events this month. On April 15, her women-
empowerment organization presents a networking
reception and luncheon, It's a Woman's World: Excellent in
the 3rd Millenium, at the Westchase Hilton. Andrea Bouchey
Young, Houston Comets president and CEQ, is keynote
speaker. Some proceeds from the event benefit A Caring

Closet, which provides donated clothing to women in need.
Then on April 29, the network hosts 18 Holes For Bo, a char-
ity golf tournament and luau at Cypresswood Golf Club. The
beneficiary is Bo’s Place, which offers programs that assist
children affected by the death of a parent or sibling. High-
lights include a martini bar on the 10th hole and a hole-in-
one grand prize, a 2006 Honda Pilot from Russell & Smith
Auto Group. To enter: www.houstonpwn.org.

Photo by Kelly Catchings
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Registering now for May classes

Next National Certification Class starts May 18
Spa Development continual classes have begun
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Dav' Evening and Weekend Classes beautifies hair’ skin & nails
available in English or Spanish " essential for collagen, bones & jons
Offering 1 br massage for $35 | i o
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Also available for purchase on our website at
www.HoustonBuyersClub.com

Strength Training

R = DIO_ T Houston Buyers Club
e : e ot~ 3224 Yoakum Blvd 713.520.5288

lonland \ across from Half Price Books
Group Training &
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Actor/director

Craig Chester
brings a fresh, gay
perspective to the
Hollywood romantic
comedy with his
just-released movie
Adam & Steve

by Gregg Shapiro

Photos courtesy of David Jensen

t might seem to some that queer cinema
18 in the midst of a kind of renaissance,
but out actor Craig Chester has been
making gay films for nearly 15 years,
In the early 1990s, Chester could be
seen in such groundbreaking movies
as dSwaoon, Grief, Frisk, and even Kiss
Me, Guido, to name a few, However,
just in time for LGBT film's second
wind, Chester stars in the relentlessly
fun and endearing new gay romantiec
comedy, Adam & Steve, which he also

wrote and directed

With a stellar cast that includes

Malcolm Gets as Adam’s love interest
- | Steve, Parker Posey as Adam's best
[ friend Rhonda, Chris Kattan as Steve's
roommate Michael, as well as Sally

i . Kirkland, Julie Hagerty, Paul Sand,
L f; ".:’ . - and Melinda Dillon, Adam & Steve is
AP y RO, e as star-studded as it is hilarious (see
b . review, page 86). If Woody Allen was
! i - gay, this is the kind of queer comedy

. o Y he would make

s

i ,,? Gregg Shapiro: Adam & Steve opens
fa}l E f.} + in 1987 with Animotion's “Obsession”
: ; ' ) playing in the background and the
=3 : club populated with Dazzle Dancers
iy ' | ! and the Goths. Would you agree that
v W the '80s rival the '70s as a source of
Lgsh comic material?
bt |3 Craig Chester: That’s before everything

- became referential. Onee the '90s came

along, we were just co-opting everything
] from the past. Now there's nothing to
= 5 co-opt. What would 1995 look like?
e, One version of the seript took place in

ey . 1987, but it was a retro night for 1975,
. Now we have Britney Spears, but that’s
really just Tiffany and Debbie Gibson
all over again. There's this one shot
in the movie, when Adam and Steve

are 21 in 1987, where they are looking
at the downtown skyline and there's
the Warld Trade Centers. What's —+
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A New Talte on Love

continued from previous page

changed about nostalgia is that after 9/11,
it became a whole other thing. Before 9/11,
ATDS was the defining thing in the '80s, Now,
the World Trade Centers have become this
symbol for lost innocence. I look back at the
'80s now, when 1 was 21, in New York, as
this innocent time, before the world changed,
before terrorism, when AIDS was just start-
ing—this last minute of innocence.

The shots on the bridge, overlooking the
skyline, bracket the movie. As someone
who has lived in New York for 20 years, was
this movie your love letter to New York?

Very much sa. T think New York is inherently
romantic, Some people, like Nora Ephron,
have used that to great effect. But I think
that it is such a great backdrop for stories.
There are so many stories going on in that

city at any given time.

I'm glad that you mentioned the romantic
aspect of the city. The movie has the Lady
& The Tramp spaghetti scene homage, and
there is also humor in the Woody Allen-
meets-Monty Python quality of the public
display of affection scenes.

For me, the movie 18 in many ways a movie

about movies, about Hollywood movies. We

SOLUTIONS THAT ARE RIGHT FOR YOU.

Ronnie Whitman Lutce
713-825-5618

F.S. Appointments to fit your schedule

LET’S TALK. I'LL HELP YOU MAKE SURE YOU HAVE THE RETIREMENT

Allstate

are sort of co-opting this romantic comedy
formula—boy meets boy, boy loses boy, boy
gets boy back. In that sense it's very populist
and traditional, and not very indie. At the
same time it's a film about Hollywoed. I think
that in the independent film movement,
comedies are not given their due in a way,
which I think is sert of hypocritical. John
Waters and Woody Allen were independent
filmmakers in the "70s who had a huge part
in the independent film movement. And yel
John Cassavettes gets all the praise. But
John Waters was doing very provocative and
groundbreaking films that were completely
comedy and actually very queer. Somehow or
another, humor has been lost in this queer
identity.

This movie does what so few comedies do,
and that is that it made me laugh out loud.
I'm always disappointed when | watch a
comedy and it doesn’'t make me laugh,
There's nothing worse.

For example, the Goth punk names, Maura
Bid and Rex Havoc, which are such small
things, completely cracked me up. Did you
go through a lot of names before deciding
on those?

No. I just thought them up. She’s morbidly

obese, so Maura Bid. And I had an ex-boy-

Q9

You'n
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A HousEGEASIORYEASTER

Easter Sunday .

friend who was in a Goth band and he used
Rex Havac,

Rhonda’s character is a formerly fat person
who continues to make jokes about being
fat in her stand-up comedy act. There’s the
funny line about Oprah.

The Oprah line is one of the biggest laughs
in the movie. The film is about being gay, but
it's also about being in a relationship, gay or
straight. And Parker and Chris sort of serve
that purpose as well. It's t't-‘.—tll_\' L']'Nl“t'llgi]'l;'.!
to write a romantic comedy in a day and
age of Oprah where we have self-help and
supposedly have all the answers about why
relationships work or why they don’t work.
It takes away the mystery and magic in a
way. There was a time I was really into her
[Oprah]. The thing that bothers me 1s it is
tied up in this notion of Christianity: There
is a right and a wrong, and there is this way
to be that is healthy, which is just another
way of saying godly, which I think excludes
a huge chunk of her audience, For years I
had watched her and imagined myself as a

straight woman in a marriage, and I'm not.

I'm a gay guy, and I date guys, and some of

it applies, but a lot of it doesn't apply

The movie really deals with these ideas
of the frustration of living in a society
where every image is heterosexual, every —
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anged My Life

My trainer made it possible

I'm becoming myself again, the person I was 20-plus years ago!

At Muscle Mechanics, I learned how to challenge myself to do a little more
each day and to watch what I ate. Soon, my body started to change.
I started to lose weight and regain my lost energy.

At my yearly checkup, I found that I had made tremendous improvements
in lowering my cholestorol levels and improving my cardiovascular health.

Today I feel great! And, thanks to the variety of workouts the staff at
Muscle Mechanics can put together, I am always trying something new.

Change your life by calling them now.

MuscLe MecHanics

THE GYM FOR PERSONAL TRAINING

713.523.5330

WWW.MUSCLEMECHANICS,.COM

713-426-4455

All Welcome
~ facy /‘\

re=—

Hyde Park,

BT T

NN PN Home
/‘)\‘\ RJour o

/‘Jy N Montrose
Saturday, April 8th
10 am.— 5 p.m.
Start at
Grace Lutheran Church
2505 Waugh, 77006
$15/person at the church
$12 advance purchase at
www.hydeparkunited.org

New Covenant Christian Church
{Disuip]es of Lﬂl'll'iEl'}
Rev. G. Todd Williams, Pastor
Now worshiping at 1311 Holman
[Firsl‘ Eva ngehca! Lutheran Churclﬂ

Join us

Easter Sunday, April 16, 11 a.m.
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
Wednesdays 6:45 p.m. for Teleos
(stu&y of spirituality)

832.723.6948

www.radicalchrist ians.org




DOUG WILLIS

Licensed Insurance Agent

| specialize in affordable
life, accident and health
insurance for small
business owners,
the self-employed, and
independent contractors.

Call me at 713-828-9178

or visit my website:
www.dougwillis.mw-ins.com

FREE ESTIMATE
QUALITY SERVICE &
AFFORDABLE PRICE!

tel 281.452.3366 fax 281.864.9210
www.dnbcarpetmasters.com
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A New Take on Love

confinued from page 44

relationship book is heterosexual, Oprah
is heterosexual, self-help is heterosexual,
and movies and TV and eommercials are
heterosexual. The movie repeatedly brings
this up. In this one part, I'm talking to Steve
[Malcolm Gets], and I watch romantic com-
edies and I'm Julia Roberts and then I'm the
guy. The movie really comments on what it's
like to be in love in a society that does not
necessarily provide images of [homosexual]
relationships. We're trying to see our own
dilemma in a filter of heterosexual images,
and some things are universal. Then there
are things that don’t apply, because we're
not heterosexual. The movie stakes claim to
that. I'm providing images of a gay couple
and what it’s like to be in a relationship
when you're gay. In the classic Jewish
romantic comedy you have the obstacle
between the two characters, which are their
own neuroses. In this film the characters’
neuroses are obstacles as well. But we
have this extra, added obstacle, which is
the outside world—peaple throwing beer
bottles at them, and yelling at them from
across the street. There is also the obstacle
of promiscuity and available sex and drugs.
There are more obstacles in a way for a gay
couple than a straight couple.

Add the fact that one of them is Jewish and
the other isn’t. Everything you add to it is
just compounding this relationship.

For a lesbian or gay couple to get together
and make a relationship work is amazing

considering the obstacles in this world. 1
think that's why the gay marriage issueis so

The first step: Adam (Craig Chester, |) and
Steve (Malcolm Gets) become romantically
involved in the new film Adam and Steve.

profound in a way—because of what we have
to go through just to be able have a relation-
ship. I think that if you're a romantic at all,
and you're a gay guy . . . A lot of my friends are
romantics, but they're embarrassed about it. 1
think it’s all tied into this notion of misogyny
in a way, because it's feminine to be in love,

it's feminine to be romantic.

It goes against the concept of gay libera-
tion, really. One of gay liberation's concepts

Cowboys make better lovers: Adam (Craig Chester, r) and Steve (Malcolm Gets, I) don cowboy
drag for the new romantic comedy Adam and Steve.

BOUETESY OF TLA

was, “You're liberated. You can do as
many people as you want, as much as you
want.;

And | think that’s really valid. I don't think
that everyone should be a romantic. Everyone
should be welcome. I think that the issues
that affected the gay community in the *70s
don't apply now. We have to keep evolving.
AIDS changed everything. I didn't really want
my ego frozen in 1994, so it's been important
for me as an artist to do work that's reflective
of the time that we live in, and I think Adam
& Steve is very much about now.

The character of Adam is also written very
well. In the scene at the Big Apple Rodeo
where he says, “l can barely one-step,” then
“Give me a bottle dance, and I'm fine”
Jewish people get that. [Laughs]

The scene at the rodeo is hysterically
funny—the dance off. Was it a way to take
advantage of Malcolm’s theatrical back-
ground?

No, that was in there before Malcolm came
on. I really like high drama, big emotions. The
movie 1s sort of a gay Jewish guy’s fantasy,
in a way, because you have people appear-
ing in a eloud of smoke at a bar, and musical
numbers. It is fantastic reality. The big-battle
dance happens at the climax of the film, and
when I was writing it, I [wondered] if I could
have this scene where this little pipsqueak
gay guy kicks the ass of the big porn star/hot
guy. [Laughs] Adam is sort of the “gay every-
man.” He’s not a porn star; that’s not his
currency, This fits into the Hollywood notion
of the Ben Stiller character: the little guy
who triumphs over the jock. I applied this —

Feeling anxious? Overwhelmed?
Still haven’t found “it”? Let’s talk.

* Relationships and Family
= Post-Traumatic Stress

= Depression, Anxiety, Bipolar Disorder

Insurance Accepted

D. Scott Stanley, MS, LMFT, LPC

281-960-3991 » mftshrink@yahoo.com
1458 Campbell Road, Suite 250A

Houston, Texas 77055 = Fax: 71

3-467-6532
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A New Take on Love

continued from previous page

'1 haﬂ my fac_% surgerv. and g
t from loc

nd Sl‘eve ‘is really
and then shé loses the

her in a different way That's
{utally because of my face
surgery, re-interpreted
through that character”

standard formula to gay guys. I also had this
fantasy of being in a musical number.

I read your book [Why the Long Face: The
Adventures of a Truly Independent Actor]
and know you were raised in a fundamen-
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talist Christian family. | thought it was kind
of funny that you would cast yourself as a
Jewish character. Can you say something
about that?

I've lived in New York for 20 years, so I
feel like an honorary Jew. [Laughs| Every

role I've played has been Jewish. I'm work-
ing out some kind of Jewish karma in this
life, I've played a lot of Jewish characters.
[ relate to Jewish people. I relate most to
the Jewish mentality. I think it is because
['ve sort of grown up in New York. I don't
relate to the born-again thing. I mean, I
do. Steve is from Texas, and Steve is me
in many ways. In a way, all the characters
are me. Even Rhonda is me. I had my face
surgery, and I went from looking not so
great to looking OK. Parker's character is
really obese, and then she loses the weight,
and the world treats her in a different way.
That’s totally because of my face surgery,
re-interpreted through that character. In
a heterosexual movie, when you have a
man and a woman, yvou have inherent dif-
ferences. But when vou have two guys, to
make the formula work, you have to make
them totally opposites.

Would you say that the central romance of
the story is something that is based on a
cumulative experience, or is it more of a
romantic fantasy of what you would like
to have?

It’s based on exXperience. A lot of it is stolen

from my life—from meeting boyfriends’ par-
ents and their meeting mine. Alot of it comes
from my life experience, and in that sense it's
sort of more authentic in that way, because
I'm gay, and I'm making a movie about be-
ing gay. But the part of it where it becomes
fantasy is when Steve comes back. [Laughs]
When Steve comes and sings a song to Adam
from The Sound of Music, it's this egregious,
corny, over-the-top, romantic thing. That's
something that's never really happened to
me in real life. But [ would like to behieve in
that. [Laughs]

As much as | laughed, | also cried. The wed-
ding just got to me.

It's so weird, because [ was on the fence about
the wedding. I don't know how 1 feel about
the whole gay marriage thing—personally,
if I would get married—but I think people
should have the right to do that. I wrestled
with it. But then I thought of the idea that “it
takes a village to help a relationship work” is

s0 cool, and it's been that way for millions of

vears. I [made it s0] the relationship will get
the help from the support system of friends
and family,

Gregg Shapiro also wrote “GrooveOut” on page
82 of this issue.

ON THE WEB: Read more of this inter-

view at www.outsmartmagazine.com.

Comfort Dining AL L

(in the Rice Village)
Houston, TX 77008

713-349-9600
PHONE ORDERS
Variety of Stuffed Empanadas < Fresh Quiché
Hot Pastrami <+ Waldorf Sandwich
New York Club Sandwich < Deli Plates
Vegetarian Selections < Sugar-Free Desserts
<= Unique International Casserolle Dishes =
Gourmet Espresso Bar & Hot NUMI Teas

Weekend Brunch Parties : Sat. & Sun. 8 am - 2 pm

Sat. 6:30 - 9:30 pm : Free New Orleans Jazz Concerts
Now Serving Late-Nights - Fri. & Sat. Open 8 - 2 am

Breakfast = Lunch # Desserts == Coffee 3 Tea

“Where the Elite Meet to Eat”

Dinner =

IV Café Donated More Than 510,000 to the West Heights House GLBT Shelter 2005
P ——————————. el ——————

Matt Locklin Presents: Orders To-Go v
E-Z Catering (\\"“ T3
Fresh Bakery =
Outside Deck @Y
SEWiﬂg Bice Vil \7,'
Tue, - Sun. ™ oee :
Bis -8 pm Houstol Cd'/é
Open Fri. & Sat. 4
8am-2am =

2347 University Blvd.

American bistro Daily Review Café features
globally influenced contemporary cuisine.
Dine al fresco in our beauriful garden, choose

from our award-win nmg wine list and

€njoy our sumpruous cuisine.

3412 West Lamar just off Dunlavy
(713) 520-9217

o www.dailvreviewcafe.com

A NEW AMERICAN BISTRO

Lunch, Tuesdoy through Friday
Dinner, Tuesdoy through Seturday
Sunday Brunch

Patio dining ovailoble

Fabulous
Sunday Brunch

Full Bar
Now Available

2005 Wine Spectator
Award of Excellence

[AUR

Houston, Texas 77098

Bottomless Mimosas

3139 Richmond Ave.

713.807.1632 www.lauriercafe.com
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Spring Dishing

Two fresh recipes from favorite restaurants and food events for the season

THAI TACOS ronsemes

INGREDIENTS:
4 ounces white fish (2 ounces per serving-
red snapper or redfish is recommended)
1 cup of shredded cabbage
6-8 fiour tortillas

SALCE:

3 cups tamarind purée (avallable at Fiesta stores)

15 garlic cloves, chopped

2 onions, sliced

8 Roma tomatoss, sliced in half

4 chipotie chiles

3-4 tablespoons brown sugar
Sauté garlic and onfons over medium-high heat until soft
Add tomatoes. Aliow liguid to reduce slightly and thicken,
Pour liguid into bowl of food processor and add tamanind,
chipotfes, and brown sugar. Purée. Strain, return o pan over

medium heat, and allow liquid to reduce untif sauce reaches

desired consistency. Reserve

PINEAPPLE SALSA:
2 or 3 pineapples, pecled and cut into small cubes
1 red enion, finely chopped
Small amount (3 paim full) of chopped cilantro
Juice of 2 limes

Mix ingregients together. Reserve.

TEMPURA BATTER:

B ounces cold water

5 ounces flour

2 ounces cornstarch

2 tablespoons sesame oil

1 egg yolk
Mix ingredients together and keep very coid
in the refrigerator until used.

Dip fish pleces in batter. Fan sear or fry fish in
very hot oif in & pan until gofden. Drain. Place
on top of fiour tortillas. Orizzle with sauce. Top
with shredded cabbage and pinsapple salsa
Serve immediately.

Serves 2

Daily Rewiew Cafg, 3412 West Lamar,
713/520-9217, www.dailyreviewcate.com

cantimied on page 53

FOOD CALENDAR

® Popular Food Network star Sara Moulton is the celebrity host at the Grand Food & Wine
Affair, presented by Central Market on April 26-27 at the Marriott Sugar Land Town Square
Moulton will sign copies of her latest book, Sara’s Secrets for Weeknight Meals, on April 28.
Other highlights include appearances by prominent regional chefs, the Sienna Sip & Stroll
featuring 50 wineries, and a bistro brunch. Details: www.thegrandwineandfoodaffair.com

=

® Head up to Bryan, Texas for the 24th an-
nual Messina Hof Wine & Roses Festival on
Saturday, April 22. The Messina Hof Winery
& Resort is located 10 minutes from the
Texas A&M University campus. This free
event features artisans and craft demonstra-

tions, live music in the rose garden, and
the popular Messina Hof grape-stomping
competition. Details; www.messinahof.com
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Lick.

- Swallow.
Suck.

(Repeit)

Just a reminder, Tila stocks
over 50 premium tequilas.

TIL,@

RESTAURANTE & BAR

L1118 Shepherd on the curve
713.522.7654

2005 Outspy

One of the g arf Mngnzme

. est Mexicgn Restourants
005 Galveston County
ost Mexicon Restaurgny
st Margaritg

B i -
o

Mexican Restaurant

Our Chefs Don’t Just Cook the Food...
They Create It!

Famous Margaritas
& Fish Tacos

Homemade * Fresh * Authentic

Carry-Out Orders Welcome
Catering Available

Hours: Tues - Thur: 11-10
Fri-Sat: 11-10:30 | Mon & Sun: 11-9:30

409-621-2630
409-621-2380 Fax

4604 Seawall * Galveston, TX
www.galveston.com/salsas

Whether it’s friends, family or
work. Dessert Gallery Cafés are a
great gathering place for lunch or

dinner —and don't forget dessert.

Remember us for catering, photo

- ORIENTAL BISTRO -
C IFHL.II '

and custom gifts!

Oriental Cuisine at Its Best

713.524.8686

fax 713.524.8674

Free Delivery
1009 Westheimer @ Montrose

Upper Kirby Distriet
zoo Kirby Drive (in back)

—l.'i 522.9999

- /
dessert,

Galleria Area
1616 Post Oak Boulevard

=13.622 0007

wwuw.dessertgallery.com

celebrating sweef excess since 1995

A Now Open for
Weekend Brunch

Mon - Thur 11am -9 pm
Sat9am-10pm Sun 9 am -

Fri 1lam- 10 pm
3 pm
Also serving Mexican dishes
}J"‘:_A. /k" 4;; x(__ _ _ﬂ.ﬁ&{h}'&_‘,’
713 521-2611

W 1972 Fairview (between McDuffie & Hazard) or 3 biks east of S. Shepherd Dr
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socidandsives eworkiog vt Wl SLIDOT] E-CITRUS MARINATED
vy ~ Come join us! ROAST PORK TENDERLOIN From Laurier Café & Wine

4/8 — Progressive Dinner
i Several stops with socializing
| and networking opportunities _
: 2 cups orange juice PORK: Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Heat oil In an
\ : 3/4 cup lemon juice oven-proof saute pan and quickly brown pork on all sides.
4/18— Dinner Social 12 garlic claves, crushed Place sauta pan in oven and roast the pork, turning once
; 4 shallots, cf ' to keep it from over browning. Cook pork for 12 to 13
4/21— Networking Happy Hour 6 dry chipotles, crushed minutes to medium (135 degrees) or preferred doneness.
Y Fitness Exchange Salt and 10 taste Do not D\"BI‘CDOI(, ar mﬁ( will be dfy. When ml‘k Is L‘anE,
Easter Sunday April 16th, 2006 | 2-7 pm "’ 1 cup mﬁp’:n;m“ remove it from pan, keep it warm, and let it rest.
_ 1 tablespoon olive oil
Downtown Houston | Fish Plaza/Wortham Center | 500 Texas Avenue Add reserved sauce to the hot sauté pan and deglaze
2 pork tenderloins, cut in half over medium heat. Warm the sauce.
. Prepared black beans
Music by DJ Lady Bunny 2 tablespoons chopped cilant Slice pork and serve on black beans. Pour a generous
: amount of sauce over the pork. Garnish with cilantro.
Minimurm Donation $30 at the Doaor, $25 in advance Execut i y MARINADE: Combine orange |uice, lemon juice, garlic, SAUGE: Combine reserved marinade with chicken
through Burinies.org and M2M Fashion. and Professional 'Sdhalloifii lﬁ;ﬁoﬂ% sait. and pepper in a shallow bowl. stock in saucepan on medium-high heat. Reduce Serves 4
= e . e TS - I ix well. Add pork and marinate for 20 minutes, turning marinade until flavars of citrus, garlic, and spice
VIP Passes far a minimum $100 danation Association 0I Houston celia. RaTIOU PXFK S resetve MSHGGN or S fiom B che ki 10 e, Whio Foady. Lauri Café & Wine, 3130 Aichmand Ave,
Refrigerate both until using. strain, discard solids, and refrigerate sauce. 713/807-1632, www.lauriercafe.com [l

Whos watching §

the kids when Right Store. Right Price.

youre away?

Your Kroger Signature store on Montrose

wwwebunnies.org
offers one-stop shopping convenience.

2006 Beneficiaries:
AIDS Foundation Houston, Community Endowment Foundation, Pride Houston,
Houston GLBT Cormmunity Center, Bering Omega, HAT.C.H., The Lazarus House,
Legacy Community Health Services, Space City Empira

v PHARMACY

v NATURE’S MARKET

v ORGANIC PRODUCE

v WINE CHILLER

v FLORAL SHOPPE

v FTD WORLDWIDE FLORAL DELIVERY

BYOB (Bring Your Own Basket) « Official After-Party
DJ Josh Gram » 6-10pm = HUE = 202 Tuam

ART K E LLE R D C This is not a model!! Lucy is an actual client! v BA:KERY :
9 . . v BOARS HEAD DELI & T '.._Scota,.l lh)déf @ wf n)'cud {u.&{' [ wt
Work Injuries Auto Accidents PEt Sl'l.'tlI'lg @ v ROTISSERIE CHICKEN L 4 A sa;:':m.sz.zu Inn
: T : : g AL PR S o o is lace for
Sports Injuries Acupuncture IN THE HEIGHTS 3300 Montrose Blvd. ‘ 9}:1 Hexg%;syl?lvd. =apedﬂm?§;uﬁ?;;c
Impairment Ratings 713-526-7865 ouston, TX 77008 weddings, receptions, private
HEPGH ¢ g Experienced » Bonded » Professional » References RX 713-526-1239 o ’ it busmmﬁwmgsand
Competitive Rates: $24/day or $12 per visit, . 5 mﬂfﬁ : Imwd m’”‘“ 'fémily reunions. An elegant
7 l 3 7 8 I 3 8 44 Special 25% Cash, ar New Client Discaunt! @,h‘_"_sﬂ _ o Cell 713.825.5677 and historic serting to celebrate
: o ; \ r 3 713-869-3698 T B i Ol T
CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC GENTER / . . : FTDY, Wy Sarasicom
3033 Chimney Rock at Richmond, Suite 440 PnS- lnthe Helghts
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and sky-high wig to'Houston when she per iorms DJ dutv at the Bunmcs on
the Bayoti party. But worshipers can expect much more llmn justa l'unc-spin—
ner Ifyou don't know the legendary Madame Bunny, then where have youhdéen?
Hmmu_, hel many quct,r chtcwmcnls, she is fuunder igstock, the

.slmrpes
gig, sk

She's a Lady ... an X-rated Lady

mred X (for Xtra Retarded!) is packed with nearly a full
our of drag sensation Lady Bunny's (Wigstock: The
Maovie) unique brand of wickedly irreverent comedy, featur-
ing raunchy pop parodies like “Don't Let Your Son Go Down
on Me!" “All That Jizz!" and “It Takes Two (to Make My Hole
Feel Tight)! Bunny sends up celebrities like Whitney Hous-
ton, Madonna, Clay Aiken, and more in songs and joke rou-
tines. Rated X (for Xitra Retarded!) is a must-have item for
Bunny addicts, drag lovers, or just fans of good old raunchy
comedy in general. See the trailer at www.ladybunny.net.
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A Certain
Someone

wo years ago, we introduced OufSmart readers to
I the talented team that writes under the nom de
plume Timothy James Beck. As we reported then,
two of those four, Timothy James Lambert and Becky
Cochrane, live in Montrose [*Author! Author?,” February
2003]. At the same, they had just published their second
novel, He's the One (Kensington). This month, TJB—to
use the authors’ own shorthand—releases a new book,
Someone Like You, set in the *Mall of the Universe.” The
cast of characters includes Vienna, “a beautiful sister
who is determined never to be dependent on any man
ever again™; Davii, “ a hairdresser at CosmicTology, “fast
with a wickedly funny quip as well as his shears"; and
Derek, a kept man.

The Houston-centric Timothy James Beck
writing team releases a new novel this month.
Here, an excerpt from Someone Like You

Like You
|

Thers sre sose things sonay cant buy

iy

TIMOTHY JAMES BECK

SIGN UP
Becky Cochrane and Timothy James Lambert,
two of the quartet that make up Timothy James
Beck, will sign copies of Someone Like You at
Borders River Oaks on April 29, 7:30 p.m. They
will be joined by New Orleans writer Greg Her-
ren, who will sign copies of his new book, Mardi
Gras Mambo.
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Montrose community finally meet
~with DNR European Fast Food!

You will taste the real flavour of meat and vegetables!

picked on me every day. I even had a
girlfriend at the time, and he’d still call

me a fag and throw things at me.”

“What did you do?” Derek asked.

“1 glept with his girlfriend,” Davii said matter-of-factly.

“Rock on,” Derek said in awe.

“His girlfriend broke up with him, and he stopped calling
me names. Who wants to be known as the guy whose girlfriend
dumped him for a fag? There's always a way to fight back.”

used to get threatened all the time in
high school,” Davii said. “This one guy

it

tast&
,t[hc?"t' S "-'t

“Reminds me of Darlene Patterson,” Vienna said. “I hated DNR Wrap
that snotty little bitch. One time she put gum in my hair. 8he g"*z Eandw'ch
N ilaf

thought I couldn’t do anything, because I was the preacher’s
daughter. I had to love the sinner and hate the sin."

DNR Chicken Wrap

DNR Chicken Sandwich _——  —— T
“What did you do?” Derek asked. DNR Chicken Pilaf ‘We serve the meny
“I hated the sinner and scratched her eyes out after Baked Potato Veggie & |oves to
school. If you're being forced down, you have to claw your way Meatato Wroy s
Soups Bﬁ* f“ Y

"n m 1!“[:3 down I find that it EIDB re} relax l Coffes
i | O

the muscles in my throat,”Davii said and ducked when Tou
Vienna threw her bread crust at him. He pointed at her
and shouted, “Oppressor!”
“0h, please,” Vienna drawled. “You don't know
oppression.”
“How does a woman with such religious parents end
up living with a gay man?" Derek asked.
“Daddy always said that love is love,” Vienna said.
“ILove doesn't follow creed, race, or whatever mental roadblock
you want to put in front of it. Love is from the heart and soul. It
has nothing to do with our bodies.”

“Speak for yourself,” Davii muttered.

“I think that's wonderful,” Derek said.

“Daddy knows the Bible cover to cover,” Vienna stated,
“and he knows a lot of people twist its meaning to fit their own
agenda. He never preached hate, only acceptance. As long as
two people love each other, what's the harm in that?"

Derek looked at his watch. “I have to get back to work. I
wish Natasha had gone to your daddy’s church.”

“Praise be to God,” Vienna said, rolling her eyes. “I still have
a half hour. I'll see you later.”

As Derek left, Davii said, “I love to watch him walk away."

“It, might help your agenda if you flirted with him,” Vienna
said. “Especially when he's actually at the table. Why don't you
just ask him out?”

“How do I say this?" Davii asked aloud. He thought for a
moment, idly making trails in a blob of ketchup with a French
fry. “Derek’s not like the guys I usually date.”

“F* *kt. " Vienna clarified, “I'm sorry, but you don't date.”

“Fine,” Davii admitted, dropping the French fry and
throwing up his hands in defeat. “He's not like the guys I
usually pursue. He's swest, smart, and he has integrity.”

“He also has a boyfriend.”

“He makes me want to be a better person, okay?" Davii
blurted. “There. Happy? I see Derek and want to be more like
him. I'd like to end up with someone like him.” i}

%20 OFF

and

|ca-cream

FREE Ice-cream

DNMNR @ Chelsea Market
4621 Maontrose. Bivd. B 120 Houston, TX 77006
713 529 0 DNR [0367)

UG FREE Wi-Fi INTERNET
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FEATURING

SHOWER SYSTEMS

1070 TOILETS

KITCHEN FIXTURES
BATHROOM FIXTURES
WATER HEATERS
TANKLESS WATER HEATERS
PLUMBING PARTS & PIPES
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Homebuyers Guide

From curb appeal to creative financing, we present plenty of community real estate resources
and tips on buying your dream home, and getting the deal that’s right for you!

Beautiful 2 bed, 1 bath Heights renovation.
Great landscaping and decks for outdoor
enjoyment. Oversized Garage! Don't miss
this one! $235000 Call Glen Fillmore at

Fanrastic 3 bed, 1.5 bath Galveston get-
away just one long block from the beach
on quiet street has lovely hardwoods
and great space downstairs. $185,000

By Angela Green and Josef Moinar

or years young married couples pro-

vided the real estate and banking In-

dustries with a steady base of home-

buyers who needed a mortgage to
own their homes. But with the trend toward
men and women marrying later in life or not
at all, as well as the increasing acceptance of
gay and lesbian people, those industries now
have a growing base of homebuyers

While more single men and women are
becoming homeowners, the strongest growth
has been among single females. In the last
five years, single women have outpaced sin-
gle men by a 2-to-1 margin when it comes to
first-time homebuyers, according to National
Association of Realtors statistics.

In 2003, single women bought one in five
homes; men bought one in 10. The single
female segment makes up about 18 percent
of the home-buying population, the second
largest demographic behind the traditional
two-income family.

And as home ownership becomes less a
symbol of domesticity and maore a financial
goal, the number of female homebuyers may
be rising.

“| see women buying homes the minute
they can buy one.” says Karen Derr, owner

of Karen Derr and Associates Realty, a local real
estate company. "It makes good sense. It's a
steady investment, because the homes in the
Houston area continue to appreciate.”

While Derr Is quick to stress that she works
with many men who want to buy homes, she
points out that the increasing acceptance of in-
dependent women over the past decades has
affected the real estate and lending market.

“Ithink that as time has gone on, there’'s more
equality in lending, and you see fewer instances
of women being treated differently,” Derr says
“Thirteen years ago, there used to be a 'single/
sole box' next to the applicant name, but we for
tunately don't deal with that anymore.”

Terre Goffman, a Realtor with Coldwell
Banker Swilley Hudson, says the potential
homebuyers she works with who are looking at
homes in the $150,000 to $250,000 range are
evenly split between men and women.

“Seven or eight years ago there weren't as
many women buying as there were before,”
Coffman says. "This will probably grow more be-
cause they're not waiting. They have gainful em-
ployment, they're comfortable in their position
in life, and they're making their first purchase at
around 26 or 27, which is good.”

Coffman says she is warking with several

Home Buying Trends

Single women entering housing market in growing numbers

women under the age of 32 who aren't pres
ently involved in committed relationships but
intend to purchase a home on their own.

And her clients have become maoare dis
criminating, Coffman says. Many of them
have already done their research and know
what they want and where. “They're pretty
organized in their home searches. They may
need to see qguite a bit to make up their mind,
but they know what they want.”

She has also noticed a trend in the past
faw years away from higher-maintenance
homes toward conveniences and location.
New censtruction with lower maintenance in
trendier and up-and-coming neighborhoods
is now more popular.

The increase in home ownership is due
largely to continuing low interest rates, flex-
ible financing, and the prevalence of local
and government programs that offer special
incentives, according to experts, and that
can only mean more women in different age
groups will be looking at home ownership.

“| sea single women nearing retirement
that are buying for investments, women buy-
ing together,” Coffman says. "l see a lot of
mixture of women, and they're saving their
money to buy a house.”

713-875-9482

been carefully renovated with exceprional
kitchen and master bath, large back deck
and more. $320.000 Call Glen Fillmore at
713-875-9482.

Charming 2 bed, 2 bath Craftsman bungalow
in the Heights has hardwoeds, lots of light
and wonderful outdoor living. $245,000 Cali
Glen Fillmore at 713-875-9482

409-939.9237.

Glen Fillmore

Senior Realtor Executive

713-875-9482

HMAREN DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS @ KARENDERN. COM

Call Robert Zahn at 409-939-9237

Light and airy 3 bed, 2.5 bath Galves-
ton townhouse with Bayou and
Moody Garden views. Private pier and
poal. $201,000 Call Robert Zahn at

Fantastic 3 bed, 3 bath Galveston home
features a spectacular master suite, large
living area and so much more. $225,000
Call Robert Zahn at 409-939-9237

Robert Zahn

Senior Realtor Executive
409-939-9237

KAREN DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS @ KARENDERR.COM

Beautiful 3 bed, 2 bath Sharpstown
home on quiet oversized lot has stun-
ning appointments throughout, arched
doorways, poel and much more!
$189.900 Call Bill Hammond at 713-
478-7385.

Spacious 3 bed, 2 bath rental on quiet
Montrose street with new fixtures and
relaxing outdoor space. $1,990 per
month Call Brian Teichman at 713-
858-4136,

Bill Hammond
Senior Realtor Executive

713-478-7385

Exquisite Heights 4 bed, 3 bath won-
derland of Japanese Gardens with pool,
water fall, koi pond and private master
garden with spa and so much more!
$649,000.

Nicely updated 2 bed, 2 bath Mon-
trose Blvd, condo nestled in the trees
with open spaces and plenty of light

Significant 3 bed, 2.5 bath Heights home
on double lot with pocl, garage apt., for-
mals, family room off kitchen and origi-
nal and peried details make this one of
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$133,000 Call Bruce Chambers at
713-822-1577.

Bruce Chambers
Independent Realtor Executive

713-822-1577

HAREM DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY-—VIEW POF FLYERS & KaneENDERR.COM

KAREN DERR

& ASSOCIATES REALTY

Houston's heritage homes. $585,000.

Brian Teichman
Independent Realtor Executive

713-858-4136
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Open House

Marketing tradition is good for initial exposure

By Diane Schlindwein and Josef Molnar

f you are a potential homeowner—and

don't mind spending several hours of

your free time driving around—=Sunday af-
ternoon open house-looking can be a good
thing. It Is one way to get a feel for the real
gstate market and can help you meet local
real estate agents.

However, if you have your home on the
market, don't depend on an open house to
bring in a buyer, according to several real es-
tate brokers. Still, they say that open houses
do serve a purpose

Real estate open houses are
held each weekend. While most

of those open houses are hosted
by licensed brokers, others are
held by owners attempting to sell
their own homes.

Hundreds of people attend
garea open houses, but that num-
ber varies from week to week,

‘It makes a big difference,” he says, "be-
cause people like to see different products, and
the open house gives them an opportunity to
preview the property in their own time, instead
of having to make an appointment.”

Haghpeykar says the convenient show
times mean people are able to leave and return
with others.

“If a family member comes by, they can
bring friends or family members to come back
and see it, too,” he says. “Also, the person hold

then eventually selling that prospective buy-
er another home.

if, given these statistics, a seller de-
cides to go ahead and have an open house,
McDaonald has a few suggestions.

‘Definitely make sure it's clean,” he says,
“Make sure it smells good. Use the old trick
of baking cookies to make it seem more
homey. Make sure all of your rooms are well
lit. Turn on all of the lights, because it makes
it seem brighter and larger.

“Also, let your neighbors
know about the home, because
sometimes they'll sell it for you.”

Open house “lookers” will
want to notice the overall cond|-
tion of the home and take note
of major construction details and
storage spaces. [f the home is
furnished, try to imagine what
it would be like without the fur-

Steve Ciapi
713-392-2830

SteveCiapi@ColdwellBanker.com

L5

1146 Parterson + ML#6596984 + $279,000

James Milligan
281-450-0434

jamestherealror@sbeglobal.ner

Opening doors
to Houston

for over
30 years!

Iu:r[:uuragr: anyone fo support the four
compassionate care programs of Bering
Omega and help continue the vision and
mission of my grandmother, Eleanor Munger,
when she started Bering Omega’s Residential
Hospice, Omega House...to provide a safe and
loving home where people living with HIV/AIDS
can live their last days in dignity and peace.

You can show your support in various
ways through donating your time, talent and
freasure. And to anyone who produces this ad
and buys or sells through me | will contribute
$100 to Bering Omega in your name at the
tlosing and funding of your transaction

For more information on Bering Omega
please visit their website at
www.beringomega.org Thank You

REESE Asbury
713-866-7801
reese( r'cusu,r_nbl.'.r'_.'.-:nn'_

www.reeseasbury.com

COLDWeELL
BANKER O

| 1216 W, Bell « ML#5792115 « $420,000

dren playing outside? Are people | S
working in their yards? Do they VVII]I‘"“ Tadlm:k

4524 Lillian St, « ML#9165436 + $293,000

o . T e SHowp - - ]
often depending on the season - - mﬂ?ﬂl uPEH suunn‘ niture. Take a look around the _ -
or the weather. Often neighbors z 1 = neighborhood. Are there chil- | 1214 W. Bell + ML#9017624 + $430,000

will stop in to see the homes.

“People just ke seeing Jim Falcon Johnson

other people’s houses,” says
Jose McDonald, owner of Jose
McDonald Realty. "When your
friend buys a new house, they
show it around. It seems like a spectator
sport.”

Wade Knight, an agent with Martha
Turner, doesn’t rely on open houses. In fact,
he rarely holds one that isn't insisted on by
the seller, apart from new construction.

“An open house on new construction is
different, because it's a great way for devel-
opers to pick up buyers,” he says. "Single
family homes do better with open houses
than resale townhomes, and the Heights Is
the perfect area for open houses.”

Much of Knight's business is conducted
inside the Loop, where townhomes are more
prevalent

Kayvan Haghpeykar, owner of Heritage
Home Builders, uses the appeal of his
Montrose and River Oaks-area townhomes,
as well as features such as hidden surround-
sound speakers and Mediterranean-style con-
struction, to draw people to his open houses.
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ing the open house has a lot more information
than your agent, who may have praviewed the
property but still doesn't know as much.”

Robert Searcy, an agent with Karpas
Properties, insists on open houses in the
Glenbrook Vallay area, near Hobby Airport, be-
cause the mid-century modern ranch houses,
with large lots and spacious interiors, benefit
from a first-hand lock. Open houses also gener-
ate buzz for the homes, increasing the chances
of selling them, he says.

“| deal a lot with architectural buyers, who
are more concerned with the house's architec-
ture than the kitchen, and if you can get them
through the door, they often have friends who
they can tell about it,” he says.

According to data from the WNational
Association of Realtors, only 1 percent of
all homes sell as a result of an open house
However, 8 percent of all sales result from an
agent meeting a buyer at one open house and

seem friendly? Are there dogs
barking?

Many real estate agents like
to hold open houses to meet
potential customers. They find that many
people attending open houses haven't been
to a bank for loan preapproval, are building
a home and want ideas, or are just curious
to see what is on the market. Still, Knight
says, newer agents will often volunteer to
host open houses so they can increase their
customer base.

That's why many Realtors suggest that
reading newspaper ad sections and driv-
ing around neighborhoods is better if you're
just beginning a house hunt. Searcy relies
on the Internet to generate foot traffic to
his Glenbrook Valley homes. He rarely puts
out more than a sign or two. And for the
secluded neighborhood, that may be all he
needs

“Open houses can help encourage peo-
ple to venture into the neighborhood,” he
says, "not only for the house but also the
neighborhood.”

281-546-4060

wradlock@houston.rr.com

Anthony D. Harnden
713-828-2697

-'I'I]!5.1“‘.1}'-.!1.11'!'.-\.ir.‘[: (28 UEJWL‘[E[‘.'I I'Ll\'.n.'t’.n't".'l'l

Kay Harnden
713-822-3814

Klock56@sbeglobal.net

Swilley-Hudson

1505 Heights Blvd

Houston, TX 77008

713-443-2772

Jbar77084@aol.com

Tom Villanueva

713-866-7820

tomv(@coldwellbanker.com

1618 Larexo D + MLS#4518981 « $149,900

J. B, Cirincione
713-869-0456

jbe@coldwellbanker.com

Rae Lynn White
713-598-4097

clwhite@coldwellbanker.com




By Steve Tarter and Josef Molnar

hen Karen Derr opened

Karen Derr and Associates in

Houston in 1994,

small operation with seemingly

little chance of growing rapidly. That is, until

she decided to place her property listings on
her website.

The Internet catapulted her local listings to

she had a

the exclusive and lucrative relocation market,
which was previously limited to powerhouses
such as Century 21 and Re/Max that had the
branch networks and resources to maintain
a database of properties for buyers from
around the nation and the world
The decision was perfect for her
business, Derr says. “The Internet gave
us the kind of momentum we wouldn't
have had before.
“There is no business more suited to
the Internet than real estate, except por-
nography,” she adds with a laugh
Technology has boosted the real
estate and lending professions in other
ways as well
With wire

s, hig
to information and communication now

h-speed access

available with a few keystrokes in the
palm of a hand, technology has provid
ed people in the real estate and lending
industries with a faster way to transact
business.

“It's amazing what technology has
done to the real estate industry,” says
Lloyd Lee, a Re/Max agent.

Gone are the days, he says, when real
estate agents carried a pocket of change to
call their offices and find out the latest infor-
mation printed on a particular property. Even
then some of the information was incorrect or
out of date at the time it was printed, making
the buying process lengthier and more incon-
venient for buyers, agents, and lenders. Now
direct access to property information from
county records glves more accurate informa-
tion whenever it is needed.

“it's more efficient, more effective, and
you can get correct information right away,”
he says. "If you have ramote access, you can
pull up information as you're showing the
home, so you can get the price, square foot-
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age, a multitude of information.”

But having better, faster, and more accurate
access to information also means that the com-
petition to stay ahead keeps agents and agen-
cies busy. Re/Max builds that into its business
Lee says.

“We stay on the cutting edge of technology,”
Lee says. "We have satellite training programs,
DSL high-speed access, a digital copier that can
image a document to fax, mass distributed mail-
ings, anything. Most agents have cells phones
or palm computer/cell phone combinations. And

* (Bl
* %
re—

if at any time you need a document, we go to it
on CD and get that for you.”

Dawn Reeves, owner of Diverse Lending,
a mortgage broker, uses her laptop’s wirele

connection to work from her current location,
whether it is from her hame or in another state

“With my business, | can pick up and go to
California for a week and never miss a beat.”
Reeves says. "It makes me a more mobile
broker.”

Reeves's clients can alsc get Information
about potential decisions more quickly. Her
web-site allows them to access mortgage infor-
mation and even fill out an application on a se
cure page, which she can access. And contact

House Hunting

75 percent of home buyers begin search on the web

ing lenders about rates and gualifying clients
for a loan |s easier via the web, she says.

“It's a lot easier for me to qualify someone
now,” Reeves says. “We used to have to fax
information out and wait to get a response,
but now | can do it all myself

| keep my laptop with me all the time, be-
cause | can do my work at any time, 24 hours
a day.”

The saturation of technaology works both
ways. According to the National Association

of Realtors, more than 75 percent of those

searching for a house now start on the
Internet, and that fact has created a
new crop of potential homebuyers with
more knowledge about the industry and
their options than befare

“Today many peo
erty data online and go to the open
house befare meeting with a real estate
agent,” Derr says. “It cuts out a big part
of the process for the real estate agent

look up prop-

and tha buyer, since the buyer has had

a chance to find out what kind of heme

they want and in what area.”

Clients also expect more from their
agents than before. Although access to
home listings used to be the province of
real estate professionals, extensive list-
ing networks shared by many real estate
companies means Realtors and brokers
need to be able to offer more.

“You can't just be a ‘super-agent’
with exclusive access to certain homes
anymore,” Derr says. “Now clients

choose you based on your negaotiating skills
or personality. We've now became more pro-
fessional because we are now more valued for
our negotiating skills and number crunching
than before.”

But with everything that technology offers,
there are some things that it can't, including
the human touch,

“l don't interact a lot by technology,”
Reeves says. "There are scme things it's bet-
ter to talk to someone about face-to-face. |
prefer to talk to my real estate agents because
it's more invelved, and | get a better sense of
what they need, but we do share some infor-
mation online.”
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By Dianne Crown and Josef Molnar

ome appraisals are done to estimate

market value, close an estate, con-

duct a feasibility study, and more.
For the purpose of selling a home, the key to
maximizing marketability and getting a good
appraisal is to look with the eyes of a pro-
spective buyer, say two Houston real estate
professionals. The first factor is neatness.

“The house should be in neat and tidy con-
dition,” says Richard Hill with Keller Williams
Realty. “If you walk into a house that's a mess,
you can't see the house.”

Blake Bonnette, a Realtor with Absolute
Realty Group, agrees.

“You want to make sure your house is in
sell condition,” he says. “Make sure anything
visible to the eye that needs to be repaired is
repaired. You need your home to show as well
as possible

“When you have company coming over to
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your house, you want it to look that way. If you
rmaintain it in showing condition, it will enhance
the house's marketability.”

Pay attention to the outside, Hill says. "Curb
appeal makes a big difference," he says. “Keep
your lawn staying trim and the outside condition
good, because curb appeal is number one. Put
a fresh coat of paint on the outside.”

Inside, a home seller has one chance to
make a first impression on a buyer, Bonnette
says. Make sure the house is ready. Paint if it
needs paint. If it needs new carpet, put it in

And remember that odors can turn off a buy-
er more quickly than anything else, especially if
the homeowner has a pet.

“You don't want a house to smell like wet
dogs,” Bonnette says. “You want an odor-free
house, that's for sure.”

Keep your pets restrained in an insignificant

with new loan purchase*

« Refinance/Cash Out
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« -0- Down Payment Options
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10-DAY CLOSING GUARANTEE*

= Countrywide'

HOME LOANS
Easy. Really’

sczall for furthie: i

64 APRIL 2006 OutSmart

e
Buy Curious!?
Know what you can buy before you shop for
a home with our Free Pre-Approval Service

Free Home Appraisal

« No Income Verification Loans

Cody Grizzoffi

TOP PRODUCER

Over $28 Million Loans Closed in 2005

Branch Manager—River Oaks
Countrywide Home Loans

1839 West Gray, Second Floor, Houston, TX 77018

Call 832-541-1103

Cody_Grizzoffi@countrywide.com
hittp:/ fhome countrywide com/codygrizzoffi

Market Value

Home appraisal helps buyers size up property

keep them when you think the home will be
shown. Mot all people like animals, and some
people are afraid that the animal could attack
them.

“Be careful if you have dogs running
around the house," Bonnette says. “| know
some agents who won't even show the house
if there is a dog running around.”

Remember, you are not trying to impress
yourself, Hill says, but somecne who may
have very different tastes, so appealing to the
highest common denominator is a good goal.
That includes the house's appearance.

“Touch It up so it looks well taken care
of." he says. “People get their opinion of the
house in the first two minutes. They're mak-
ing up their mind about the place from the
point they are in front of the house.”

In addition, de-clutter everywhere. The
prospective buyer is looking at your house,
not your possessions, Hill says.

“With little houses in the city, people need
to take their stuff out because often we have
more things than we need. So they need to
remove them and put them in storage,” he
says. “The spartan look looks better archi-
tecturally. You can see all of the house that
way."”

Major improvements aren’t necessarily an
advantage, though. Since older houses are
often competing with the muititude of new
house designs available, it's important to
keep the house from locking old and worn.
One of the most important things, Bonnette
says, is to repair and repaint nicks, scratches,
and dents in the walls. After that, try to take
note of interesting features in the home that
may not be avallable in other homes.

For some, maybe it'’s 9-foot ceilings; for
others, it may be ceramic tile flooring

“Anything that the house features that
most houses don't, you want to point to that,”
Bonnette says. "Each home has its own gual-
ities, so abviously that is a feature you would
want to point aut in any home.”

Te some, a house seems made-to-or-
der, despite what an appraiser may think
Whether through location, style, or features,
some houses are worth enough to buyers
that bidding wars carry the sale price above
the actual value of the home. Attractive fea-
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. Top Ten Reasons To Buy In Galveston

1.} 10) Wonderful People
" 9) Vibrant Night Life For Any Taste
8) Alfordable Gull Coast Property
7) Only 45 Minutes From Midtown To Paradise
. 6) Exciting New Restaurants
5) The New Bridge Is Open!

4) Always Something To Do-Moody Gardens,
' Schlitterbahn, Sailing

3) Dramatic Increases In Property Values
.' 2) No Money Down Second Homes
| . . b 3
| 1) Experienced Galveston Realtor, Robert Zahn &
| experienced Mortgage Broker, Sharon Neider (1 Broker #678)
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Robert Zahn cell 409.939.9237
Sharon Neider off 713.355.4288

LIVE ODAK LOFTS

' Ready For Move In!
Pay ZERO Closing Costs

Ll;acaled in the new fashionable East End of

Houston, Live Oak Lofts has combined the
ambiance of 1932 with 21st century features.
Lots of space with 14" and 217 ceilings, create the
classic feel you expect in a true loft. Immediate .
occupancy! :

| From the $140s « 20 different floor plans

1312 Live Oak
Houston, Texas 77003

www. liveoakloftshouston.com
Steve Rooke
£13.225.5565
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SMART MOVE.

GrayHomeTeam.com
Inner & Near Loop Real Estate
Roberr Gray 713.298.1481
Dana Gray 713.740.5379

4211 Childress From $330’s
West University Aren, Modern Lobr Towshomes,

Recent Construcrion, Open Design, 3/
Rool Decks, Evaopean Kirchen, Gaslog Fireplace

Whirney Court From $340’s
Only 2 Lefrl! 2 Pario Homes, 3 Towshomes,
Warm Modern Finishes, Opes Living Spaces,

Hardwoods, Awesome Downrown Views!

1408 W. Websrer $270's
Grear Floorplan in W. Midrown, near urban retaill
Open living spaces, 3 bdams (or 2+-swudy), 2.5 barks,
Hadwds, Balsi + dining, All Appliances included!
2919 McClendon - West Univ. Area - $390°s
610% Hamman - New SF Mem. Pk - $390's
1817 Sul Ross - Triplex ix Mostrose - $5707s
1212 Columbus - Monmrose TH - 33.5/2 - $590°s
1708410 Swanford - Montrose TH - 3, 2 - SH60's
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Infermation deamed reliabie, but subject to change.
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tures can include countertops, bathroom fix-
tures, and even the number of electrical out-
lets. Personal features such as red, flocked
wallpaper, shag carpet, bright canary-yellow
paint or the kids' Jack-and-Jill room rarely go
over well to everyone.

Go through open houses in your area. See
what the competition is doing in your price
range. Know your market. Also keep track of
any homes sold by owners and share that in-
farmation with the appraiser.

But go with your gut instinct about a place.
If you think the house is worth it, and the ap-
praisal and inspection are clear, that's all you
need.

“It's not so much the appraisal that you
should be worried
about,” Bennette
says. “You can list
a house for whatewver
price you want, and
if someone walks in
and falls in love with
it, and they're ask
ing for the house at
$20,000 over the
market price, they'll
buy it.”

But be careful,
because some of a house's best features can
never be calculated on an appraiser’s form
which means the bank may not think that
amazing house is worth the sale price, says
Laura Locastro, who works in business devel-
opment for StarTex Title Company.

“As far as the title company Is concerned,
a perceived higher value doesn't affect the
bank's decision to lend the money, but it could
terminate a contract if the sales price is higher
than appraised value,” she says.

Since a home may not hold the same ap-
peal to everyone in the market, lenders tend to
be wary of agreeing to terms that may not pay
off if the home is foreclosed on and resold to
recoup the investment. Although some lenders
may decide to continue with the loan, it is not
an automatic agreement, so be sure to check
with the lender during a bidding war to see if
they will agree to a higher-than-appraised val-
ue, Locastro says.

As for appraisers, they generally tend to
stick to the numbers

“An appraiser is looking for the averall val-
ue of the property and the overall condition.”
Hill says. “If the appraiser sees something out
of the ordinary that is wrong with the house, he
can require an inspector to come in, which can
lower the value of the house.

"An appraiser walks around for five minutes,
takes measureaments of the various rooms and

determines the overall value.”

The goal, he says, is to determine if fac-
tors such as square footage or features such
as dual air conditioning or an in-ground pool
warrant an increase in the value of a home.
Otherwise, the amazing trim or well-dene mo-
saic tile in the kitchen doesn't affect the price
of the homa.

Appraisal fees vary considerably depend-
ing an the purpose of the appraisal and the
appraiser hired to do the job and can range
fram a couple of hundred dollars to more than
$1,000. Much of the process is governed
by federal legislation, the 1982 Financial
Institution Reform, Recovery and Enforcement
Act, which dictates who can hire an appraiser,
when certification is
required, and more.

Other elements
of the appraisal
are guided by an
appraiser's profes-
sional relationships
and the continuing
education required
for membership in
these organ
If you are locking for

tons,

your own appraiser,
ook for those who maintain membership in
the Appraisal Institute, a national organiza-
tion made up of five participating appraisal
groups, including the National Association of
Independent Fee Appraisers. But for home
buyers and sellers, the most straightforward
way to ensure an acceptable appraisal is for
the lending institution to hire the appraiser.

Hill also suggests having a therough home
inspection before the appraisal. A good home
inspection will note any hazardous materials,
such as asbestos insulation, as well as any
structural and mechanical features that need
work

Once the appraisal is completed, be sure
to get a copy of it. if you are a seller order-
ing the appratsal, the appraiser can tell you
what specifically can be tackled to increase
the home’s marketability.

And don't worry: The greatest exposure
is in the first two weeks a house is listed, so
don’t rush to the market.

Be out of the house when prospective
buyers come for a showing. They won't feel
free otherwise to open closets and really ook
closely at what the home has to offer.

furn on every light—closets, over the
stove, basement. Make sure every window
blind is open, especially in fall and winter. This
will help the agent show the house and sends
the “Take a good look"” signal to the buyer.

MORTGAGE SERVICES:

Take advantage of all of our on-line services.

It's EASY, just visit us at

WWW.mortgageassoc.com

V. J. TRAMONTE

BEST REAL ESTATE AGENT - GALVESTON

2005 OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards

www.TramonteRealty.com
1802 Broadway, Suite 122
Galveston, Texas
(800)765-4030
(409)765-9837
vj@tramonterealty.com
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By Emmet Pierce and Josef Molnar

hen she bought her two-bed-

room condominium in mid-2004,

Elizabeth Eure didn't envision her-
self one day sleeping on an egg-crate mat-
tress in an empty unit.

The furniture was gone in December be-
cause Eure was preparing to move, awaiting
the close of escrow. After living there less
than a year and a half, she had sold her San
Diego home to cut her losses. Her monthly
mortgage payment of $2,500 was too much
for her to handle.

“It was a mistake," Eure, 29, says of the
purchase, “If | could do it all over again, |
would have rented an apartment.”

With these kinds of horror stories in-
creasing the more the national housing mar-
ket softens, it can be difficult to confidently
choose the right kind of loan. But knowing
about the loan type you are being offered
can help you make a sound decision, even
when experts continue to caution consumers
about the consaquences of poor decisions.

The majority of people with rapidly-ris-
ing mortgage payments have adjustable-
rate mortgages, or ARMs, which fluctuate
depending on the interest rates at the time.
In many cases, introductory fixed-rate pay-
ments are beginning to adjust upward, 10
prevailing interest rates. Dianne Wilkman,
president of Springboard, a nonprafit eredit-
counseling service, foresees widespread
problems for buyers who have assumed
heavy debt in pricey markets. Through
the use of creative new lending products,
Wilkman warns that many “are shoe-horning
themselves into home loans with duct tape
and spit."

But Cody Grizzoffi with Countrywide
Home Loan Mortgage says the changes in
the loan should be acceptable If the custom-
or is informed about the product.

“Maijor personal problems aside,” he
says, “alot of that has to do with what kind of
program they were put in and that they may
not understand what happens over time with
their loan. So | caution people to be careful
and ask questions, because most lenders tell
you what they think you need to know.”

Creative lending products have only been
introduced in the past few years, and those

Special Advertising Supplement

“Exotic” loans not for everyone

loans haven't been tested during a period of
declining heme prices and rising interest rates,
says Nicolas Retsinas, director of Harvard's
Joint Center for Housing Studies.

“We don't know how they are going to per-
form,” he says. “If the economy starts to strug-
gle, if there are job losses, then you could have
some very serious problems.”

John Frels of the Mortgage Association of
Texas and president of the Greater Housion
Association of Mortgage Brokers, says the
steadily growing housing market in Houston, as
well as the boom across the rest of the country,
has created a thriving marketplace that makes
creative loans possible, But, he warns, those
options may not last.

“We are in a false economy as far as mort-
gages are concermned,” he says. “The factors
that are there should say something else, but
people keep buying homes, so the loans are
there for peaple to buy.”

Eure says she purchased her condo for
about $335,000 with an “80-20" loan, one of the
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products designed to help moderate-income
borrowers gualify for loans in high-cost ar-
gas. The transaction was structured as two
separate mortgages, she says. The first was
for 80 percent of the purchase price, and the
other was far 20 percent. She says the loan
was fixed for two years. It then had the po-
tential to adjust upward with prevailing rates.
“They do that because in order to avoid
mortgage insurance, you can't pay more than
80 percent of the home amount in a loan,”
says Sharon Neider of Neider Mortgage.
“The payments on that kind of loan are less
than they would be if you took out a fixed rate
loan and had to get mortgage insurance.”

PARADISE LOST

But it was the size of Eure's loan, not
the adjustable component, that got her into
trouble. She says she recently left the Navy,
where she had worked as a health-care ad-
ministrator. Once unemployed, she realized
she would have to find a roommate to share

he landscape for homeowners insurance in
Texas has changed dramatically over the
last few years. The mold crisis followed
by Tropical Allison and most recently with the
hurricanes of last summer and fall continue to
have an impact on the coverage and rates of Texas
homeowners. The areas have a direct impact on
the consumer are:
. Cm'erage for the various types of water
damage (other than rising waters) that can
and do occur

water leaks
* Coverage and deductibles applicable to Windstorm
and Hail coverage
» Coverage for Replacement Cost vs. Actual Cash Value
» All Risk Coverage vs. Named Perils Coverage

Optional coverage that all consumers should consider:

* Voluntary Flood Insurance, first have the
understanding that all of Harris County is at risk from
rising waters, regardless of whether or not the home
is located in an official FEMA Flood Zone. 65% of the
70,000 homes damaged by Tropical Storm from rising

» Coverage for foundation damage caused by slow Tony May

Homeowners Insurance

waters were not located in an official FEMA Flood

Zone. For those homes not located in a Flood Zone

the coverage is typically less than 85 cents per day.

» Do you have high value items such as jewelry,

furs or fine arts? Most policies have limitations

in regards to coverage for these items, but

most companies can provide an endorsement

or rnn'lpam'un pu]iq' to protect you at a very

reasonable rate.

» Finally, consider packaging your home and auto

insurance package with one carrier to multiply
discounts on each.

You should seek counsel from a professionally trained
insurance agent. The May Agency has trained professionals
to help you put the right package to protect the largest
investment most consumers ever make. We have 4 locations to
serve your needs. Call us today at 713-807-8264.

TONY MAY INSURANCE AGENCY

2621 S. Shepherd, Suite 260 » Houston, Texas 77019

713.807.8264

payjfulliprice

for'alhome?

INTRESBANKEEOR

NEW LIST EVERY WEEK —
all prices —
all over the city —

Come and pick up a FREE LIST

JOSE MCDONALD

REALTY, INC.

5444 Westheimer, Ste 1560
Houston, TX 77056

713.446.0303
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expenses or sell. She decided she would rath-

er move to a cheaper housing market

60,000,
costs were
t Mmake a

Eura says she sold the unit for

Because repairs and buyer closir
a condition of the sale, she didr
profit.

“| really am losing,” she said. “| ended up
611.31."
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By Emmet Plerce

reative” mortgage loans keep the

wheels of the housing industry

turning by maximizing consumer
buying power. They allow middle-wage
earners to continue buying high-priced
homes. The trade-off is an increased risk
of default. Some say it's a reversal of a de-
cades-old trend of protecting borrowers.
Supporters hold that such loans make
homeownership possible for people who
otherwise would remain priced cut of the
market.

Adjustable rate mortgages (ARMSs)
can't increase beyond agreed-upon
annual caps that generally range between
2 percent and 6 percent. Unlike traditional
fixed-rate loans, these mortgages often
are viewed as short-term vehicles for
attaining homeownership. In some cases.
borrowers may plan to refinance or sell
before low-cost introductory rates adjust
upward. That requires a higher level of
awareness on the part of consumers.

Here are several examples of creative
loans:

NO-DOCUMENTATION
OR LOW-DOCUMENTATION
Such products allow people to borrow
without fully documenting their income.

Understand Risks of Creative Loans

Most lenders expect consumers ta have a FICO
credit score of at least 680, Risk; Critics say this
type of loan almost invites consumers to borrow
more than they truly can afford. Depending on
their credit score and how much documentation
they provide, the rate may be one-half to two
points higher than a standard loan.

INTEREST-ONLY
ADJUSTABLES
Payments cover only the loan’s interest, not the
principal debt, during the first three to 10 years.
Risk: After the interest-only period ends, pay-
ments could increase beyond the borrower's
abliity to pay.

OPTION OR
FLEX-PAYMENT ARM

The borrower can decide how much to pay ev-
ary month, a 30- or 15-year fully amortized pay-
ment, just the interest, or minimum payments
that don't cover interest. Risk: If you lack disci-
pline, you may wind up owing more money than
your home is worth. If you make only minimum
payments, the rest of that month's interest is
added onto your loan balance.

40-YEAR FIXED
The berrower repays the fixed-rate loan over 40
years instead of the standard 15 or 30. This cre-

ates smaller monthly payments and in-
creases the size of the loan a buyer may
qualify for. Risk: It will take longer to build
home equity. Unless the buyer sslls or re-
finances, he or she will pay mare interest
over the life of thair loan.

SIMULTANEOUS SECOND

OR PIGGYBACK LOAN
Borrowers with little money for down pay-
ments can achieve 100 parcent financing
by taking out two loans. They also avoid
the need to buy private mortgage insur-
ance, which usually is required for people
who can't come up with a down payment
of at least 20 percent, Risk: If home pric-
&s drop, you could end up owing more
than your home is worth

MORE INFORMATION:

There is a wide variety of lending
information available on the Internet.
Web-sites include HSH  Financial
Associates at www.HSH.com; Freddie
Mac at www.freddiemac.com; Fannie
Mae at www.fanniemae.com; consumer
advocate ACORN Housing at www.
acornhousing.org.
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Let us show you how to make ‘
your dream kitchen or bath
appear without making your

wallet disappear

ome Visit Our Showroom at:

2400 West 34th Street
713-956-9595

www.kitchenbathwizards.com

Halye Dunn
Mortaage Specialist

BankotAmerica 2> Higher Standards

Mortgage Loans as
Individual as You Are

713.397.7190
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Homeowners
Insurance

Tips for getting the best coverage, compensation

By Amy Denney and Josef Molnar

urchasing homeowners insurance isn't
as simple as calling a couple of com-
panies to compare quotes. There are

to keep in mind to make sure

many factors

are covered and that

all your personal eff

you will be adequately compensated in the
event of a personal injury, experts say. You
will also want to be sure you're getting the
maost bang for your buck.

One way to lower your premium is to se-
lect a reasonable deductible. Since insurance
was designed to cover catastrophic damage
to a home and not maintenance-related is-
ile more expen-

sues, a higher deductible, w
sive, will reduce your insurance rate substan-
tially. Some people try to cut back on their
coverage as a way to save money.

There are a couple other benefits, too. A
higher deductible means you won't have to
mess with filing petty claims, and you won't
risk being cancelled for filing too many claims
in a short time period

Although insurers are sympathetic to their
clients who sxperience bad luck, most weed

out customers who file claims for small inci-

dents, since that can raise everyong's costs.

The point, says Jeffrey Bules with
Insurance Associates Group, is to keep in
mind what insurance Is designed for.

“Too many people traat their homwown-
ers policies as maintenance policies, instead
of as catastrophic damage coverage, which
is what they're supposed to be used for,”
Bules says.

Mast insurers will offer a claims-free dis-
count that can mean as much as 20 percent
off premiums. Some companies even of-
fer a discount for new customers who were
claims-free with thelr last company.

There is a claims system in the insurance
industry, Bules says. Not anly do claims put a
flag on your Insurance account and possibly
result in a higher premium, but if you decide
to sell the home, the future owners might find
that the reputation of the house and its previ-
ous owners results in higher payments.

But be careful when you're selecting
your insurance policy. Although insurance

EnJoy the Experience

l.oekir:g for a new
home?

i Thinking about
selling your home?

Call Bill if you want
a realtor who cares,

Bill Amejka, MBA
Realtor

(832) 407-9421
Bill@myMBArealtor.com

myMBArealtor.com

Book your beach house
on-line, 24/7

www.sandnsea.com

Vacation rental experts on
West Galveston Island since 1974

800.880.2554
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companies in Texas used to provide generic
insurance policltes for homeowners, times
have changed, and so have the companies.
An increase in insurance claims over the past
few years has made many insurers exclude

anything but basic coverage, and price-con-
scious consumers tend to whittle that down
1o save money.

“They get so price-conscious they don't
know what they're getting,” Bules says. [t

used to be that if you were Insurance shop-

ping, you would get five different rates on the
same basic policy, but policies are now very,
very different between companies.

“You can get a cheaper policy, but i
doesn't mean you're covered for certain
things," he adds, “And unless you're an insur-
ance expert, the only time you find out you're
not covered is when something happens.”

When looking for an insurer, Bules sug-
gests sticking with an established, reputable
company

“Pick your agent because they can help
you, not whether they are straight or gay,” he
says. "Remember that integrity and trust are
mpartant, and it's not in an 800 number. If
you sit down with someone who just wants to

wrap it up, you need to wonder if t

ay will be
around
“You get what you pay for,” agrees Rob

Schmerler, owner of the Schmerler Agency

ave a problem.”

“If you only focus on price, then you get |less

coverage. Coverages vary, so if you only focus
on the price, the less likely you are to have a
guality policy. Be sure to ask lots of questions
and balance the price and coverage.”

Pt
from the sam

chasing home and auto insurance

company might be beneficial
a multiple

since nearly every insurer offe
policy discount. Also be sure to verify that
your policy language includes “replacement
1d possessions; instead
since everything in
3.

There are certain restrictions in every

cost" for your home ar

of “actual cash value,”

your home gets depreciate

nd ter-

policy, including acts of war, rodent a
mite damage, earth movement, and floods.
Additional coverage can be purchased for

mine subsidence, earthquakes, sump pump
failure/storm sewer backup, and flooding.

“The main thing you want to get is flood
insurance,” Schmerler says. "The water dam-
age part of home insurance never covers
floods. It's always separate.”

Don't rely on flood zone information as
an indicator to determine whether you need
insurance In the Houston area, Bules says.
He points out that 70 percent of losses from
Tropical Storm Allison were in areas where

flood insurance was not required.
“Technically everyone in the state is in
a flood zone," Bules says, "because every
area can flood at some time or ancther.”
Additional premium di
available for homeowners who have fire ex-

counts might be

tinguis

ers, smoke alarms, or burglar alarms
in their homes, Bules says, especially moni

tored systems that automatically generate

a report when the smoke alarm or burglar
alarm is triggered. Deadbolt locks on exte
rior doors aften qualify for a discount, too.

If you operate a business, even a small
one, from your home, it won't be covered
by the homeowner policy. That means if
your dog bites someone who comes to your
house for business reasons, you're out of
luck. Incidental business activity coverage
tends to be inexpensive, though, running

less than $100 a year

“Buying an Insurance policy is similar to
buying a car,” Schmerler says. "Both come
with standard equipment as well as options

that can be added for extra.’

HELPFUL TIPS

e price you pay for ho

ers insura can vary depending

individual circumstances

a few tips from the Insurance

an fnstitute to keep costs fow:

around: Talk to several insurers

to get quotes and information about

service

your deductible: Increasing your

deductible could transi

ate into lower
DrefmiLimes.

* Use one insurer: Most companies offer
a discount if you buy bath your home

es from them.

and auto p

s Upgrade safety: Insurers often offer
discour for fire extinguishers,
smoke alarms, burglar alarms,
deadbolt locks.

o Quit smoking: Some insurers reduce
premiums for nonsmokers.

-

Pursue group coverage: Find out if
the company offers discounts for
members of a certain group, such as
a business association.

s Stick with wour insurer: Most
compames will reduce premiums for
long-term customers.

* Check your possessions: Review your
coverage and compare it fo your

possessions af least once a year.

Live Large In-Town!

“Pool and ravine lot! Close-in
610 area. 5 bedrooms, 3 baths,
2 statrcases, formals, den,
study, artist’s workshop, and
40’ gallery great room!
Suburban size, urban location!
A steal in the low $200s.”

TERRE COFFMAN

Bringing you the BEST of URBAN LIVING

Criginal Houston Helghts bungalow shaded by a

s - beautitul 80+ year cld ook tree. Home features: hard-
v h 2 full baths, master suite with sit
:EII::EE““SI.@QNCLS" g
ki n with gualily Shaker-style cheny cobinets, granite
ML #?9502] '; 5. and GE Profile stainless-sleel appliances.
$249,900

and dressing areq. spacious

Fulklength front porch with 12' X 8' deck off of kitchen
Qversized 2-car garage with alley access,

. 713.866.7805

www.terrecoffman.com

Swilley-Hudson

Dedicated

Experienced

Attention to Detail

The staff at StarTex Title is
ready to serve you!

) el Phillips

“John Marr

ollier’t
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There's a
New Homeowners
Policy in Town

Our new Texas Family Home policy offers
you coverage and choices just night for your
home—and options that fit your lifestyle.

Your Agent.

Your
Advocate.

Thanks for voting me

eales

Mﬁ.fe Insurance Agent

=N

FARMERS

Rob Schmerler Insurance Aoency

713.661.7700

www.schmerleragency.com

Home Inspections for the Buyer

Having your mew home professionally
inspected early in the buying process can
save you thousands of dollars.
We will give you the information you need.

Home Inspections for the Seller

Having your home inspected, before your
property goes on the market con get
you the best sales price for your home.
We will help you maximize your
home value and real estate
investment!

JIM’S HOME INSPECTION

Jim Givlian
781.380.1548 cell
713.527.0209 office

jimgiulian@yahoo.com  Trec#8616

Special Advertising Supplement

Tips and trends
in the real estate market

BOOK SHELF

In recent years, authors have counseled
consumers on how best to catch the wave of
rising home prices. Are You Missing the Real
Estate Boom? by economist David Lereah
featured a cover illustration that showed a
family watching helplessly as the home they
desired soared high into the sky. The mes-
sage was buy now, before prices rise higher.

In Frank McKinney's Maverick Approach
fo Real Estate Success, readers were told
they could start out with a $50,000 fixer-up-
per and end up with a mansion.

Recent books have taken on a different
tone. Cash in on the Coming Real Estate
Crash by David J. Decker and George G.
Sheldon offers tips on how to “turn a profit
after the bubble bursts.” House Poor by
June Fletcher warns readers about "pumped
up prices, rising rates and mortgages on
steroids.”

Even more scary, Sell Now! by John R

Talbott says we're at

ous peak in housing prices

So is it time to sell out and wait for the
crash? Not at all, says Eric Tyson, co-author
of tha Home Buying for Dummies real estate
primer.

Doom-and-gloom predictions are capi-
talizing on a growing sense that the housing
boom of recent years Is ending, he says

“It's no great secret that there has been
a lot of talk and concern about a real estate
bubble" that is ready to burst, he says.

Even so, most housing economists
are predicting a “soft landing” as markets
gradually cool. For most buyers, Tyson
says, real estate remains a sound long-term

investment.

WHO YOU GONNA CALL?

When moving out of the city or state,
how do you find a good real estate agent in
your new town? A study shows that the best
agent is the one you've bean using.

According to the 2005 Profile of Referral
and Relocation Activity, 40 percent of all real
estate firms surveyed has a referral program
and a fifth of all firms have an affinity pro-
gram to generate leads

The survey was conducted by the National
Association of Realtors and Worldwide ERC,

an association for work-force mobility.

Other findings show that large firms are 46
percent more likely to use referrals to relocate
employees. Internet leads are most frequently
used by smaller firms offering referral pro-
grams.

Over a third of real estate agencies offer a
reduction in the commission percentage as
a benefit to home buyers and sellers who are
members of an affinity group.

“We see in many situations that both con-
sumers and real estate professionals benefit
through referrals,” says Thomas M. Stevens,

NAR president.

DREAM LAWN

There's green in that green. Reports show
a healthy lawn can add megabucks to the sale
price of a home,

Richard Rall, president of the American
Homeowners Association, says, “Unlike many
home improvements, an investment in your lawn
will increase your home's value without trigger
ing an increase in property taxes.”

ACCORDING TO:

* Money magazine: A kKitchen remodel returns
75 percent of its cost and a bathroom redo as
little as 20 percent, while landscaping invest-
ments are estimated to return at least 100 per-
cent and up to 200 percent of their costs.

« Homegain.com: An investment of $500 in
lawn improvements is likely to yield 400 per-
cent of that amount in a higher selling price.
*« Clemson University and the University
of Maryland: Well-designed landscap-
ing prompts many buyers to pay 11.3 per-
cent above the asking price of a home.
e Society of Real Estate Appraisers: Ninety-
nine percent of the members say that nice
landscaping increases speed of home sales
e Gallup survey: More than 44 percent of U.S
homeowners surveyed said that an increased
real estate market value was the most impor-
tant benefit of a well-maintained landscape.

PUTTING THE FAB IN PREFABRICATED

if you think prefabricated housing Is a fairly
recent invention, think again: There's evidence
that the first medular haomes in this coun-
try were shipped across the Atlantic Ocean
from England to the Colonies in the 1600s.

Although prefab homes reached a pin-
nacle of popularity in the 1850s, the better
to accommodate returning servicemen and
their burgeoning
there’s a resurgence in interest because of

baby-booming families,

current out-of-sight costs for housing.

Designer Michael Buchanan has authored
a new book, Prefab Home (Gibbs Smith),
that gives us some insight into how these
populist homes came about, how they're
constructed, and how best to decorate one.

Photographers Franklin  and Esther
Schmidt provide a photo-fest of the process
followed in the construction of a home from
start to finish

Then, Buchanan shows us decorating
styles for the modular home that incorporate
Arts and Crafts design, cottage chic, and
even an African motif

This book shows that affordable housing
joesn't have to mean cheap looking

CURB APPEAL

“Your front entrance is so important
when making that first impression, because
t's really the ‘face’ of your home,”
Lou Manfredini

says
Ace Hardware's Helpful
lardware Man and home improvement ex-

pert. "It's smart to keep the entryway in top

shape whether you're selling your house or
staying in it for years to come.”
Easy improvements from Manfredini and
Ace to help give your home a facelift:
* Repair the walkway: Patch cracks and
replace loose bricks and pavers. Rent a
power washer or purchase a chemical
treatment to clean up embedded stains in
concrete.
¢ |lluminate the path: Lighting helps ensure
guests arrive safely and also acts as a theft
deterrent. Clean light fixtures and replace
burnt-out bulbs with energy-saving CFL
bulbs, replace outdated fixtures, and add
landscape lighting to brighten walkways
and shrubbery.
» Use foliage and shrubbery: Strategically
placed plants can conceal any unattract-
ive aspects of your house or surroundings.
Place large pots or hanging baskets around
a stoop or porch. Bushes or hedges hide
air conditioning units or propane tanks,
* Prune and mulch: Prune dead branches,
trim back overgrown shrubbery, or remove
obstructive plantings. Spread mulch or
bark around trees, shrubs, and flowers for
a weed-free, well-kept look.
* Decorate your door: Restore the |uster
of your door by polishing the hinges and
knobs. Paint or stain the door with a color
that stands out, yet complements, the trim
and siding. Hang a pretty wreath. B

TXLOS55934

A4

. "

Jason Baca
Managing Loan Officer

5444 Westheimer, Suite 1560 +

Call and get approval in 20 minutes FREE!

Houston, TX 77056 + 713.888.0101
TXMB 49346

Bad-credit experts

Many "no money down” programs*
0 Down on rental/investment properties
Home loans down to credit scores of 500
No-income-verification loans*

Call us about our $1000 move-in

Bankruptey, repo, collections: We can help!

*Certain restrictions apply.

ENDLESS FINANCE OPTIONS

STRICT CONFIDENTIALITY

281/658-7220

good things are happening ...
at 1334/1332 blair street

et

Interior features include:

hardwoods in living area

crown moulding throughout
custom solid maple cabinets
granite counter tops

stainless appliances

cozy fireplace

master closet with built-ins
whirlpool tub ... and much more!

Stop by and see for yourself,
open Sundays 1 - 3.

Check out this new construction

by Dapalo Homes. Both homes are
a unigue craftsman-style design with
grand brick entrances and dramatic
open staircases. Great outdoor
spaces on each level. Enjoy two
balconies and a back yard!

$324,000 each * 3/3.5/2 : =

for more information
about this listing
contact:

joanna lewis
cell 713.539.9869

suzanne
anderson

suzanneandersonproperties.com
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United Cab features state-of-
the-art dispatching, computer
terminals with GPS navigation
in each taxi and guarantees
pick-ups on average of 10
minutes or less. They feature
in-cab digital cameras for
entering and exiting the cab,
Whether it is a ride to the
airport or a night on the town,
United Cab is the affordable,
convenient choice.

e Proudly serving the community for 8 years * Professional care
 Packing services available « Over 2,000 customers moved
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Gay-Friendly Automotive
Resource Gets a Makeover

Gu_\-x\-'lwq_-h:.mnl. the gay-friendly auto-
motive resource, launched a sleek new
design as “phase one” in preparation for a
major expansion of its new car information
database.

“I think of this new design as the first
gaid Joe LaMuraglia,
founder of Gaywheels.com. “We improved

gtage of our facelift,”

the way we look and feel, but there 18 more
to come. We're setting the stage for our big-

gest reveal ever—coming soon.”

Gaywheels.com facilitates commerce
with gay-friendly companies throughout the
vehicle purchase process. Users of the sile
are able to investigate which automakers
and other automotive companies offer do-
mestic partner benefits to their employees,
thus qualifying them as “gay-friendly.” With
that information at hand, they can make
edueated choices while researching vehicles
and beginning the car-buving process.

“We've been live since June 2005. In that
time, we've received feedback from our con-
sumers that has helped us shape the new
design. We have made the site faster to load,
easier to navigate, and generally more use-
ful.” added LaMuraglia. “We strive to deliver
the most relevant information to the GLBT
car-buying public pertaining to researching,
financing, and insuring a new vehicle,”

Users of Gaywheels.com can read vehi-
cle reviews by GLBT writers, verify which
companies are gayv-friendly, request a free
insurance quote, apply for a loan, and con-
tact a local dealer, all via gay-friendly busi-
ness partners.

U.S. Gay and Leshian
Automotive Consumers Favor
Import and Luxury Brands,
Hybrid Demand Strong

U.F-, gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans-
gender (GLBT) automotive consumers
favor luxury and import brands according to
Harris Interactive AutoGLBT, a new mar-
ket research study from Harris Interactive’s
Automotive and Transpoertation Research
Practice.

*Gayand lesbianconsumers are hg-vtnmnu
an important target market for U.S. vehicle
manufacturers, especially luxury brands”
said Bryan Krulikowski, senior directorofre-
search, Harris Interactive(R), “Nearly three-
quarters (72%) of GLBT consumers indicate
they are more likely to consider purchasing
a vehicle from a manufacturer that has spe-

cifically targeted automotive advertising to the GLBT comm unity,”

said Krulikowski. He added, “Volkswagen, Subaru, Volvo and BMW
are perceived as the top brands that extend the greatest outreach to

the GLBT community through their marketing communications.”

AutoGLET study highlights include:

* According to the AutoGLBT study, GLBT consumers favor
luxury brands versus non-luxury brands, though balancing
image with affordability is a high priority.

¢ GLBT consumers (51%) are significantly more interested in
hiybrid electric vehicles than their nongay counterparts (34%)
and feel that they are worth paying more money for.

= Automakers’ quest to meve away from “traditional” media
sources—having more of an online presence and “viral market-
ing” focus—hits squarely at the GLBT consumer. This group
relies heavily on both the Internet (62%) and “word-of-mouth”
(45%) advice when deciding which vehicle to purchase.

* Gay males (17%) are more likely than the GLBT population
on a whole (12%) to listen to satellite radio programming, with
the majority of these respondents (67%) tuning in to GLBT-
specific stations.

The AutoGLBT study was conducted online in the United States
by Harris Interactive(R) between July 21 and August 1, 2005, among
2,818 self-identified gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender adults

aged 18 and over) and 2,121 heterosexual adults{aged 18 and aver).
Figures for age by gender, education, race/ethnicity, region, and in-
come were weighted where necessary to bring them into line with
their actual propertions in the population. Propensity score weight-
ing was also used to adjust for respondents’ propensity to be online,

W ¥ 3 Helfman ™ ¥ v
River Qaks Chrysler Jeep
W Al 3 T 3T e

1-800-945-4107

ymenis
MILITARY REBATES -« COI.LEGE REBATES

* Slow credit, bad credit - no problem
* Friendly, comfortable environment
* We treat you like “family”

= 3/36 Warranty

* 3/36 24 hour towing

* Loaner tars avoilable

77 NOW INTRODUCING ¢
Certified Pre-Owned Vehicles with an
8/80 mile warranty, PLUS an additional
3 years oil changes FREE

BRETT ROBERTS

Finance/Warranty Manager
“Five Stor Certified. .. We'll Prove ”

713.831.2820.
4807 Kirby at Highway 59 and Westpark
SR ey D O w SR & S o O

"We speak your
cars language.”
@ B = O 2 2 ®

Maintenance. Service. Repair.
l'otal European Car Specialist

Factory-Trained Master Technicians
Bosch-Authorized Repair Facility
Full Service Body shop

Autohaus KeHE=

12815 San Jacinto @ Tuam - Houston, Texas 77004
40 years in the same location

Convenient Hours:
M-F7 am-7 pm

713.6593393

T13.659.2210 (fax)

The management and employees

of Anderson Ford Mercury

in Cleveland would like to
invite all the readers of
OutSmart magazine to |
come and experience '

Anderson Ford Mercury - Cleveland, Texas 77327
15 minutes north of Kingwood on US 59 Narth




by Tim Brookover

IGH FASHION.
Texas boy limmy lames
is reinventing himself.

Long known for uncanny vocal
impersonations of divas from
Bette to Liza and for drag incar-
nations of Marilyn and other

screen sirens, James (who we
profiled in “The Voic

2004) has now tra

himself into a dan

artist. He just releas
hook-rich CD single, Fash-
ionista, which includes four
mixes that are sure to keep the
club kids moving. Our Steven
David captured James when
he opened for The Turtles
those Turtles) in December
Stafford Centre.

O0D WORKS. At the Transgender
Unity Banquet on April 15, Dr. Peggy
Rudd will award the
hear her name. Her spouse, Melanie Rudd, will

first scholarships that

join her. Some proceeds from the annual gala

at the Westchase Hilton support the Peggy
Rudd Transgender Scholarship Fund (*A
Legacy of Learning,” April 2004 OutSmart).

At the banquet, the Rudds will no doubt have
stories from the April 2-9 TG Convention
at Sea, one of the frequent Dignity Cruises

they organize
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As chair of the Progressive Dinner this
year, Eva Geer is prepping for that May 6
event organized by AssistHers and Uncom
mon Legacy Houston. For the fundraiser eve-
ning, buses transport diners to local homes
for the four-course supper. Check out www.
assisthers.org for tasty details

Speaking of Uncommon Legacy-Houston,
group’s Lois D. Meyer recently

sent a reminder that May 1 is the deadline

that estimable

for its new scholarship program for lesbian

college students. Applicants can get the

requirements at ww w.uncommoaonle Hacy
houston.org

At its April 29 Roaring 2
Rights Campaign Houston will present
state representative Senfronia Thompson
(*To Fuel the Hell-Fire Flames of Bigotry,”
September 2006 OutSmart) with the Joh
Walzel Political Equality Award and former
Army specialist Tommy Cook with the Com-
munity Equality Award. BP will receive the
Corporate Equality Award at the
Americas event

Christopher Ankney is one of t
nians pedaling in the 50-mile Hill Country
AIDS Ride on

()s Ball, Human

Hilton

he Housto-

wril 29

OVIE NEWS. Rumors of the death
of the Houston Gay & Leshian Film

Festival are greatly exaggerated. We heard

that bit of scuttlebutt at the Pride Houston

grand marshal reception, and dashed off
1 nail . stival's Zlg Zigman. She
responded that the e 1

definitely take |'i:.(l' 1n er, probably
at the Angelika Film Center. Sixto Wagan,
the DiverseWorks performing arts director
who is leading the festival transition team,
also wrote in: “We're trying to reinvent the

stival for its 10th year.” Kristian Salinas, the
former Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, film
department and Rice Media Center stalwart
who now lives on the Left Coast, E.'-I'Iill'-lll|lil:_-.

with the film festival folks

N YOUR NEIGHBEORHOOD.
Montrose Counseling Center's Sally Huffer
called with word that the agency will host
a reception for all community volunteers
at Hollywood Vietnamese. This
event ig a local observance of lhn-_—\;ur'il 23-=24

National Volunteer Week.

on \}Jrl 25

The terrific painter David Aylsworth, who

we profiled in November 2004 (*Big Pic-

tures”), is one of nine finalists for the high-
toned Hunting Art Prize. Other finalists, all
loeal artists, n.ll_m.- Francesca Fuchs and Gael

Stack. The winner of the $50,000 purse—for-

merly based in London, now here—will be
announced at an April 29 gala
Those of you with Butch Cassidy and the

Sundance Kid or Calamity Jane fantasies (or
bath!) will want to check out the exhibition
Dudes, Dames and Desperados: Printing in

the 19th Century American '»ie.a-r. on view

through April 30 at the Museum of Printing

History, W

Because a
Great Smile

| Leaves a Lasting
Impressiong..

' * Cosmetic dentistry
- *Smile design

* Tooth whitening

* Porcelain veneers
* Tooth colored fillings
* Preventive dentistry

* Treatment of breath odor

- * Periodontal wellness
. * Painless dentistry

. with conscious sedation
~and nitrous oxide

* Many major insurance plans
* Credit cards accepted

* Payment plans available

* Comfortable homelike
. environment

1006 Missouri Street
between Montrose & Grant

| Houston Texas 77006

713.529.4364

«d STANFORD

2006-2007 SEASON SPONSOR

ltreUll(lerTheStars

IIIB ﬁ S64son
'*ﬂl‘“-‘-*

i #D'o Cin

§grtmww

Jan. 30-Feb. 11, 2007

Oct, 24-Nov. 5, 2006 Dec. 19-31, 2006

qu 22-June 3, 2007
o OUT@TUTS!

day performance

Ehic live

oUD PO,
) ol

713.558.TUTS WWWTUTS.COM

Season Subscriptions ON SALE NOW!

Continental

Groups of 15+ call 713.558.8888 for special discounts. e
Airlines

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY

* Certified IMAGOD Relationship Therapist

* Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

*» Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor
* 24 Years Counseling Experience

| DENISE O'DOHERTY
3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 910-' HOUSTON, 77098

(713) 524-9525




Every dog deserves @ day at'the spa...

H&PP yTa:

Dog Daycare
Boarding & Spa

dag R

| — M 713.522-8144

1315 Waugh Drive
& Houston, TX 77019

www.happytailsdogspa.com

WEBSITE

Design & Development

"Woark has really gone to the next L Fe
level."

"I have no reservation recom-
mending HLJH Dt’“’tg"l

"My business has increased dra
matically because of the site.
Dustie's hard work and creativity
has really paid off for me."

“In my opinian you )
in giving me what | asked for and
more." C

MAXIMIZE

your
COMPANY'S |
POTENTIAL |
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Sinead 0'Connor

(The Independent, via Out, 1/06)

There are people who say they represent Christ, but actually
they preach against love, which is blasphemous as far as [ am
concerned. The teaching against homosexuality is blasphemy,
for example. God created gay people, so who is anyone else to
say you should not be gay?

Luther Vandross

(Out, 4/08, Steve Weinstein)

When Luther Vandross died in July 2005, the media turned up
the volume on the artist’s sexuality. “Though he never came out
as gay, bisexual, or even straight, you had to be wearing blind-
ers—ag many of his fang, particularly female, must have been—to
overlook his queerness,” wrote Jason King in his obituary in The
Village Voice, . . . “Everybody in the business knew that Luther
was gay,” says Gene Davis, a veteran television producer who
worked with Vandross. . .
were very different. That had a lot to do with his own sense of
discipline. People around him kept his private life private.”

Tori Amos

(Out. 3/06, Matthew Breen)
Amos, wha played piano in gay bars in Washington, D.C., start-

“His public and private personae

ing at age 13, says about her gay appeal, “I don’t pander to the
camp side that other people do. I can sit here and giggle with
you about it and think that [eamp] is heavenly sometimes and
really well done, but there is another side to the gay and lesbian
community that is trying to juggle the projections that people are
putt Ing on you. And if I\'lJLl.'l'l' going to do that, then _\'l]tllll better
be f--king armed internally, because vou eannot take on other
people’s judgments of who you are spiritually or you'll have those
balls in the air for your whole existence. Everybody is ready to
judge you guys, man.

Madonna

(Out, 4/06, Denis Ferrara)

Re: Madonna's nine-year-old daughter Lourdes.

And she even asked, “Mom, you know they say that you are
gay?” And I'm, “Oh, do they? Why?" And she says, “Because you
kissed Britney Spears” [onstage at the MTV Video Music Awards
in 2003]. And I said, “No, it just means | kissed Britney Spears.
I am the mommy pop star and she is the baby pop star. And 1
am kissing her and passing my energy on to her. Like, kind
of a mythological fairy tale.” And she looks at me like, “Yeah,

whatever!” [Laughs)

Colin Farrell

(Interview, 4/03, Joel Schumacher)
Joel Schumacher (director of Phone Booth, starring Farrell):
You've worked with some really big stars now, like Al Pacino,
and Tom Cruise, Kiefer Sutherland and Forest Whitaker—do
you ever think back to when you were a kid in Dublin and
watched those people in movies?

Colin Farrell: Yeah. I remember having a huge love for videos.

| 3 YEARS AGO e

Your movie The Lost Bays [1987] was the first video I ever bought,

and that was with ..
That's the only reason | ever hired you.
That and the blow job!

{{ut, 3/06, Michael Musto)

Michael Musto: [Y]ou must feel tremendous waves of love from the gays.

Sarah Jessica Parker: | was thrilled because with [Sex and the City] they were

some of the first people to come to the party, as it were. They've shown such
ommitment and loyalty. It's like the friendship you want. I've worked on

What's so

gay about
Sarah Jes-
sica Parker
(I}, Bette
Midler (c),
and Kathy
Najimy in
1993's Ho-
cus Pocus?

projects that for some reason or other appealed to gay people. They loved Hocus Pocus!
Well, with you, Bette Midler, and Kathy Najimy in it, it couldn't have been any more

gay-friendly.
[ sense that wasn't Disney's reason for putting us together. [Laughs]|

| is how much 14-year-old
| giggling there is in the
mainstream media,
even from Oprah, in
talking about gay
love and gay sex. Did
you face a similar
| “tee-hee” factor when
Making Love came out?
Harry Hamlin: I'm not so
sure about the “tee-hee” fac-
tor; people were more angry
about it. There was a back-
lash in the media of “What
do you guys think yvou're
| doing?” and *This is stupid,]
| Alot of the reviewers that
I remember really got
pissed off that we
made this moyie. J

Compiled by Blase DiStefano

.|_t= UL
L

What does Jamie
Raskin have to say
about the Bible and
the Constitution?

(via PFLAG-Houston newsletter)

n March 1 in Annapolis, Mary-

land, a hearing on a proposed
constitutional amendment to ban gay
marriage was taking place. The far
right wing was doing its usual best
to frighten, anger, and intimidate the
witnesses who dared disagree with
them. Then Jamie Raskin, profes-
sor of law at American University,
testified as to why the amendment
should not be passed. At the end of
his testimony, one of Maryland’s most
ultra-far-rightwingers, Republican
Senator Nancy Jacobs, stood up and
shouted: “Mr. Raskin, my Bible says
marriage is only between a man and
a woman. What do you have to say
about that?” To which Mr, Raskin re-
plied: “Senator, when you took your
oath of office, you placed your hand
on the Bible and swore to uphold the
Constitution. You did not place your
hand on the Constitution and swear
to uphold the Bible”

A
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DVD/VHS

Coleman (seated).

L-r: Jane Fonda, Lily Tomlin, Dolly Parton, and Dabney

corporate ladder.

“Nine

DVD/VHS PREVIEWS

Tomlin, Dabney Coleman,
claimed feature film debut, Nine to Five remains a comedy classic 25

as they turn the tables on their unruly boss. Nine to Fii
Dolly Parton's Academy Award-nominated title song, which became

The ,\'.-'m
Hypacritica
with tons of :.-=I1"|-.l.- features including commentary by
Fonda, Parton, Tomlin,
to 257 featurette highlighted by all-new inter-
views with Fonda,
10 deleted scenes: “Remembering Colin Higgins”

featurette: gag reel: Singing “Nine to Five” karaoke
feature;
DVD is available separately in either widescreen

JANE, LILY, & DOLLY

The talented trio make Nine to Five a must-have DVD

he quintessential workplace comedy about being overworked,
I underpaid, and pushed to the edge by an ungrateful boss
fram hell clocks in with the Nine fo Five: Sexist, Egatistical,
Lying, Hypoeritical, Bigot Edition DVD. Starring Jane Fonda, Lily

and Dolly Parton in her critically-ac-

years after its original release.

When three working women have had enough of their lecher-
ous, egomaniacal boss, their ultimate fantasies about sticking it to
the man come true in this witty, satirical send-up of office politics,
sexism, and what it really takes to get ahead. Full of witty, social
commentary, this delightful farce is every working person's dream

» features

an anthem for working people everywhere struggling to climb the

to Five: Sexist, Egotistical, Lying,
|, Bigot Edition DV goes into overtime

and producer Bruce Gilbert;

Parton, Tomlin, and Coleman;

and the original theatrical trailer. The

or full-screen versions.
1980. Directed by openly gay Colin Higgins,
who died in 1988.
Available April 4 from Fox Home Entertain-
ment (www. foxhome.com). —Preview: Suzie Lynde

Transgeneration

Everybody wants to be something
when they grow up. Sometimes it's
a different sex. The documentary
series Transgeneration looks at a year
in the lives of four college students
undergoing the courageous and often
difficult process of gender reassign-
ment. Gabbie, Lucas, Raci, and T.J. juggle the challenges
of academia with their commitment to transitioning
from their birth sex. » 2005. Directed by openly gay
Jeremy Simmons and executive produced by Fenton
Bailey and Randy Barbato, the openly gay team who
brought us The Eyes of Tammy Faye and Party Manster.

TRANS

GENERATION

« From Sundance Channel Home Entertainment (waw

sundancechannel.cam). —Preview: S.L.
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i Angelina Maccarone's political drama
tells the story of Fariba Tabrizi (Jasmin
Tabatabai, Bandits), a courageous
[ranian woman, who, under threat of
persecution for loving another woman,
seeks political asylum in Germany and
begins a life in exile under the assumed
identity of a man. The political undercurrents of the film
resonate with potent questions about gender, religion,
and society, The DVD includes the short film Everyone.
Everywhere,, directed by Renée Rosenfeld and narrated
by Sir lan McKellan. = German. Persian, and English with
English subtitles. 2005. Directed by Angelina Maccarone.
» Available April 18 from Wolfe Video (www.waolfevideo
.com or 1-B00-GET-WOLFE). —Preview: S.L.

Dorian Blues

ahies The “coming-out film" gets a beguil-

e ing makeover in Dorian Blues. The
story follows with gentle humor and
sprightly originality the travails of a
misfit gay teen named Dorian Lagatos
(Michael McMillian), who suffers
through & never-ending series of
absurdities. Filmmaker Tennyson Bardwell says, “Until
| went to college | thought homasexuality was a myth.
Then | met Brian Varga, who was openly gay. It was
like this unicorn sitting across from me” Varga died
of AMDS in 1991, and Dorian Blues is dedicated to his
memory. = 2004. Written and directed by Tennyson
Bardwell. = From TLA Releasing (www.tlareleasing
.com). —Preview: Troy Carrington

Three of Hearts: A Postmadern Family
s This critically acclaimed film tells
the true story of Sam and Steven
{Sam Cagnina and Steven Margolin),
who enjoyed a loving relationship for
years but decided to share their bed
and marriage with a woman. When
they decide to have a baby, things
really begin to get interesting. Of course, you'll want
to know about their families, their friends, and the
sex. It's all here, including a family update. = 2004.
Directed by Susan Kaplan. = From THINKFilm {www
thinkfilmeompany.com). —Preview: S.L.

. e

Set in the gritty streets of Los
Angeles, FAQS (the opening credits
deliberately interchange the 0 with
a G) is an impassioned indictment
' of the straight world and a tribute
¢ to gueer youth, who create their

E—— own renegade family of support.
Vigilante draq gueen Destiny (Allan Louis) teaches her
“rainbow children" to tumn their hatred of straights
into a defiant pride in themselves. = 2005. Written and
directed by Everett Lewis. » From TLA Releasing (www
tlareleasing.com). —Preview: T.C.

Blackmail Boy

In a small Greek town, 20-year-old
stud Christos (Yannis Tsimitselis) hops
from bed to bed, including that of a
city official, Yiorgos (Akilas Karazisis)
Christos's brother-in-law concocts a
blackmail scheme against Yiorgos,
who holds the key to a plot of land
belonging to Christos's family. Blackmail Boy is an

angaging tale of a dysfunctional family's desperate
attempt to redeem themselves. = Greek with English
and Spanish subtities. 2003. Written and directed
by Thanasis Papathanasiou and Michalis Reppas. «
From Picture This! Entertainment (www.picturethisent
.com). —Preview: T.C.

The Deadbeat Club

When a man loses his family in a
fire, a small group of unpopular teens
8 decide to hold a talent show to raise
8 money to help him move. But troubles
W arise when no one signs up. In their
)| search for talent, the teens find out
how cruel people really are and how
small- mmded their town truly is when it comes ta ac-
cepting those who are different. When Morgan (Brandon
Dixon), a light-in-his-lnafers kind of quy, gets accosted
at a church revival meeting and has a “healing” forced
upan him in order to "cast out the homesexual demons,”
it sets in motion his own personal search for his seli-
identity. = 2004. Directed by Israel Luna. = Available
April 25 from Ariztical Entertainment (www.ariztical
.com). —Preview: T.C.

The Judy Garland Show
“The Show that Got Away" continues
with two new OVO releases—a total of
four shows—that pair the legend with
other legends, including Mel Torme,
Diahann Carroll, Jack Jones, Vic Da-
maone, and others. Digitally remastered
== from the original videotapes, these
classic hours with America's beloved icon continue the
award-winning DVDs of Garland’s TV series that aired
in 1963 and 1964. = From Genean Entertainment (www
.geneon-ent.com). —Preview: T.C. Il

The Dying Gaul

penly gay playwright Craig Lucas (Light in the Piazza, Lengtime

ML Uﬂamnam'm} makes an audacious directorial debut with The Dying

L=r:
Campbell
Scott,
Peter &
Saars- ||
gard, and =
Patricia g
Clarkson

||

Gaul, a fiercely original psychalogical thriller based on his play of the
same name. This tale of lust, power, corruption, betrayal, and revenge
is part Sunset Boulevard, part Greek tragedy, set in the seductive
world of the Hollywood elite. Starring Campbell Scott {Rager Dodger,
Langtime Companion), Patricia Clarkson (Far from Heaven, TV's Six
Fegt Unden), and Peter Sarsgaard (Garden State, Kinsey), The Dying
Gaul is a post-modern Hollywood noir—unsettling, unpredictable,
and morally explosive. = Robert Sandrich, a fledgling screenwriter
(Sarsgaard), finds his life changed when he is offered a million
dollars for his fatest and most persanal work, The Oying Gaul—a
raw, autobiographical story of the death of his lover. Making the
offer is Jeffrey (Scott), a smooth, ruthless, and sexually avari-

cious studio executive who seduces Robert with
power, money, and sex. When Robert confides

ta Jeffrey's wife, Elaine (Clarkson), that he finds
hath sexual and emotional solace in the ghostlike
world of chat rooms, the curious Elaine meets him
there anonymously, with a dangerous series of
deceptions, confessions, and betrayals to ensue.

= 2005, Directed by Craig Lucas. = From

Sony Pictures Home Entertainment (www.sony
pictures.com). —Preview; T.C. 1M

OutSmart
is
Expanding

Now taking
applications
for

EDITORIAL
ASSISTANT

QutSmart is now
interviewing candidates
for an entry-level
editorial position.

Duties include writing,
researching, and scheduling.
Successful candidates should
have some print media
experience plus an
established work history.

QutSmart offers a creative and
discrimination-free work
environment. Compensation
includes medical/dental
‘insurance and plenty of
extra perks.

Direct resumes to Greg Jeu,
Publisher. Send resumes via
e-mail to
Greg@OutSmartMagazine.com.
Fax resumes to 713/522-3275.
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ADAM & EVE?

No, it's Adam & Steve

candy-colored take on the pitfalls

on't let anvbody spoil

of men courting men in 21st-cen-
tury New York City.
More than 10 sengs highlight

the surprise of Goth guy
Adam’s first hook-up
with glam rock dancer Steve in
the new romantic comedy Adam the comedy, including a toe-tap-
& Steve. The second somebody ping number showcasing kicker
starts telling vou about Adam dancing like vou haven't seen
& Steve's disastrous first date, since the Aggie football team
celebrated at the Chicken Ranch
in The Best Little Whorehouse
in Texas,
Adam & Steve has it all,
from hand-holding sweethearts

smack 'em! It's so funny you'll
want to experience it with sur-

prise, then sit back and enjoy
watching love grow when the n ’
i = 52 Paradise: Gay actors Craig Chester (/) and Malcom Gets.
fellas meet 17 years later, again

instantly attracted to each other, but both  svelte when the story fast-forwards to 2005 whispering sweet nothings in a boyfriend’s

In Steve's corneris his nongay roommate Mi-  ear to jumping bones in a gym shower, from
chael (eomic Chris Kattan of Saturday Night
Live). Whenever Adam

& Steve hit a bump in

unaware they had previously met

Adam & Steve, written and directed by two-stepping to 12-stepping, from boy-meets-
Craig Chester, who plays Adam, is boy to boy-loses-boy to ... . anj
the cute-as-a-button mating game more scoop and [ could hinder your
their uneven boulevard chance to cherish this charmer cre-
to Better-Than-Ever
Street, Rhonda and Mi-

chael lend support with

of a not-quite-40 year-old, not-

quite virgin Jewish boy in the Big ated specifically for gay filmgoers

Apple who falls for a handsome Just beware: Love is in the air.

traneplanted Texan (Maleolm An audience could very easily catch
! : :

Gets) who can't decide whether to barbed one-liners that spring fever and Cupid’s arrow.

continue having explosive, anony- complement the percep- At press time, Adam & Steve

mous sex with random partners tively gay perspective of was scheduled to have been show-

Chris Kattan

Parker Posey

the amusing script. ing at Angelika Film Center, 510

One-time Oscar nominees Sally Kirkland

or surrender to “okay sex with
someone on a regular basis” (the after-hours Texas Avenue, 713/225-1470, www.angelika

cowboy idea of commitment). and Melinda Dillon also appear, along with filmecenter/houston.com. For more on the

film, go to www.adamandstevemovie.com.
—Review. Donalevan Maines

Indie film queen Parker Posey co-starsas.  Julie Hagerty (Airplane!) as Adam'’s mother,

Adam's obese gal pal comic Rhonda, newly Everyone in the cast conveys its creator’s

Kinky Boots

rom the makers of Calendar Girls comes an uplifting British comedy about two outcast

dreamers who finally figure out how to stand up for themselves . . . in thigh-high
|eather stilettos, Inspired by a surprising true story, Kinky Boots stars Joel Edgerton (Star
Wars: Episode IIf) as Charlie Price, the young Englishman who inherits his father's failing
shoe factory and, in a rousing comedic turn, Chiwetel Ejiofor (Dirty Pretty Things) as
“Lola," the feisty female impersonator who turns Charlie's world, and the entire luckless
factory, inside out and on its way to the catwalks of Milan. With a mix of brassy humor
and heartwarming poignancy, Kinky Boots explores what happens when peaple who have
spent their entire lives trying to fit in suddenly decide to truly stand out. At press time,
Kinky Boots was scheduled to start April 28 at Landmark’s River Daks Theatre, 2009 West
Gray, 713/866-8881, www.landmarktheatres.com. —FPreview: Troy Carrington 1

These boots are made for modeling: Chiwetel Ejiofor (standing) and Joel Edgerton.
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CRUISIN’ WITH ROSIE

Rosie O’Donnell’s documentary about a cruise for gay families

Rosie-0'Donnell sur-
rounded by her loved
ones—HKelli (far right)
and their children.

favorite at this year’s Sundance Film
Festival, All Aboard! Rosie’s Family

ruise chronicles 2004's inaugural

cruise for gay families, organized by R

Family Vacations, the travel company
founded by gay icon Rosie O'Donnell and
her partner Kelli.

[n the film’s opening scene, as passengers
board the massive Norwegian Dawn cruise
ship (one of the world’s largest) in New York,
Kelli explains the reason for bringing gay
families together for this adventure at sea: 1
know that we're out searching for other gay
families and we're one of the more prominent
gay families in America—if I'm out search-
ing, then everyone must be out searching.”

The extremely polished and beautifully

shot film was directed by acclaimed film-
maker Shari Cookson, who in 2001 was
nominated for an Emmy for Living Doll

an HBO documentary about child beauty
queens. Cookson’s approach with All Aboard!

was to capture the flavor of the historic voy-

age, while also looking deeper into the lives of

some of the 500 unique families on board.
As the spectacular Norwegian Dawn
makes its way to the Bahamas and back
on this seven-day journey, we get to know
families like that of Wayne Steinman and
Sal Iacullo, a gay male couple who adopted
a baby girl 17 years ago and now face empty-
nest syndrome as their daughter Hope heads
off to college. The men beam with pride and
become emotional as she participates in a

TENNIS KING

BHHE Jean King takes an in-depth look at King's rise as an intemna-
tinnal icon of women's equality, with the defining moment coming

'.- " ‘ on September 20, 1973. On that day, King battled former men’s Wim-

bledon champion Bobby Riggs in a match that King herself said would
“ruin the women's tennis tour and affect all women's self-esteem”

if she was not victorious. She defeated him, with an estimated 80
million television viewers witnessing the victory. As well as document-
ing King's on-court journey, Billie Jean King chronicles her life off the
court. The documentary offers an intimate look at the private [ife of
the tennis=#icon, including her bisexuality and the 1981 palimony suit
filed by a female lover, her divorce from her hushand, and the eating
disorder that haunted her for many years. Debuts Wednesday, April 26,
on HBOD (www.hbo.com). —Preview: Suzie Lynde

panel discussion featuring kids who have
grown up in gay families,

Lesbian couple Liz Ward, a cop, and
Shauna Raye. a hair stylist, shed tears of joy
when talking about life on the boat—feeling
free to hold hands and kiss in publie for the
first time. Later, in the presence of their two
children and Raye’s mother, they marry in a
sunset ceremony on the ship's deck.

The only ugly scenes in this celebratary

film come when the ship docks in the port of

Nassau in the Bahamas, only to be met by
protesters from two small local churches.
With signs like “We don’t welcome sissies in
the Bahamas,” the rowdy bunch is mostly
ignored by the gay travelers. Rosie chooses
not to leave the ship, saying she probably
would’ve “gone ballistic” and confronted
the group.

If vou are part of a gay family or want to
be (some of the passengers came along just
for the seminars on gay adoption, and one les-
hian couple profiled in the film hooks up with
a gay male couple willing to be “bio-dads”),
this extraordinary documentary will make
you desperate to go on the next cruise. (This

summer's is an Alaskan eruise, July 2-9, and

nds and back
led for Novem-

ber and February, respectively. Go to rfamily-

two more—to the Galapagos
to the Caribbean—are sched

\'i'll.'i.‘[.lUH?‘*' com |lJ|' maore |.|'Ir.l||'!|1.'11 107, )

All Aboard! Rosie’s Family Cruise debuts
an HBO (www.hbo.com) April 6 from 7-8:30
p.m. Repeated airings: April 9 (3:30 p.m.),
12th (2:45 p.m.), 15th (11 a.m.), 18th (4 p.m.},
and 24th (9:30 a.m. and 10 p.m.). HBO2
playdates: April 11 (8:30 a.m. and 8 p.m.) and
14th (1 p.m.). —Review: Bradley David Williams

NOT FULL OF BULL!

Penn & Teller, Showtime's resident iconoclasts,
continue their onslaught on society's sacred cows
with their critically acclaimed series, Penn & Teller:
Bullshit! This award-winning series delivers viewers an
agoressive, humerous exposé of taboo topics using the
dun's trademark humar, knowledge of carnival tricks, as
well as hidden cameras and blatant confrontation. This
season’s controversial topics include prostitution, the
death penalty, cryptozoology, and—our faverite—the Boy
Scouts. It might even top last season's “Family Values”
episode. Debuts on Showtime on Manday, April 3, at 8
p.m. To confirm schedule and dates of repeat airings:
www.sho.com. —Preview: Troy Carringten  More TV —

O OONMELL « B FAMILY MACATIONS: HING - MICHREL COLF
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17TH ANNUAL
GLAAD MEDIA AWARDS

Are you over award shows, especially
after Brokeback Mountain lost the Oscar
for best picture? Are you jonesin’ for GLBT
people and shows to win some awards?
You're in luck! The 17th Annual GLAAD
Media Awards is scheduled to air this month
on Logo and VH1. Brokeback Mountain,
Capote, and Transamerica are just a few of
the nominated films; included in television
nominations are The L Word, Six Feet Under,
Will & Grace, The Amazing Race, and Gen-
eral Hospital; Melissa Etheridge and Antony
and the Johnsons are music nominges; and

At last
year's
GLAAD
awards,
Felicity
Huffman (1)
and Marcia Cross
of Desperate House-
wives, who presented the
award for outstanding drama series,
surprised the audience with a lip-lock.
We're hoping for & similar surprise this year.

a special award is being presented to Bright
Eyes. And we're told that red-carpet inter-
views are part of the program, so we're on
pins and needles waiting for Saturday, April
15, at 8 p.m. on Logo, with a repeat airing on
VH1 on Sunday, April 16, at 10 p.m.

—Preview: Blase DiStefano

IT'S LIZA

WITH A “2”

n a late spring night in 1972, Liza Minnelli took over New York's Lyceum Theater
O tor what would be the performance of a lifetime. Alone on stage, guided by the

masterful showmanship of the legendary Bob Fosse and captured with eight
16mm cameras by Academy Award-winning cinematographer Owen Roizman, Minnelli's

tour-de-force performance became one of the most celebrated television specials of a
generation. Now for the first time in over three decades, viewers will have the rare
opportunity to experience this unforgettable event when Showtime, Minnelli, and award-
winning producers Craig Zadan and Neil Meron present the fully restored and digitally
remastered classic, Liza with a “Z": A Concert for Television, debuting exclusively on

Showtime. The multiple Emmy Award-winning special, which was directed by the

an Oscar for Cabaret—was broadcast by NBC three times: on September 10,
1972, March 9, 1973, and again in September, 1973. The one-hour special is
quintessential Minnelli as she effortlessly moves from one musical genre
to the next, delivering scintillating versions of such classics as “Yes,” *God
Bless the Child.” “It Was a Good Time."” “I Gotcha,” “Ring Them Bells.” “Son
of a Preacher Man,” “Bye, Bye Blackbird,” “You've Let Yourself Go,” “My

Mammy,” a Cabaret medley, along with the incomparable, tongue-twisting

title song. Minnelli has teamed with openly gay producing duo Zadan and
Meron (executive producers of the film Chicago, Serving in Silence: The
Margarethe Cammermeyer Story, the TV version of Gypsy wit h Bette Midler,
TVs It's All Relative, and many more) to present this airing of the special
for Showtime (www.sho.com), Saturday, April 1, at 8 p.m. Repeat airings on
Showtime Too; April 2, 8 p.m.; 10th, 7 p.m.; 13th, 5 p.m.; and 17th, 11 p.m. The
DVD is available from Showtime Entertainment. —Preview: T.C.

LIZA MINNELL

LIZA WITH YOUR EARS

The Liza with a “Z" soundtrack was Liza Minnelli's first for Columbia
Records, upon her signing by music legend Clive Davis, The album

was awarded a Bold Record and spent 23 weeks on the Top 40 charts,
debuting on September 30, 1972. It reached number 18 on Billboard's
charts and has never gone out of print. This new CD presents the
soundtrack as it was originally performed on May 31, 1972, at New York's
Lyceum Theater. From Columbia/ Legacy (www.columbiarecords.com,
www.legacyrecordings.com). —Preview: T.C. ll

TTIME

acelaimed Cabaret Osear-winner Bob Fosse and starred Minnelli—who also received
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GrooveQut
by Gregg Shapiro

DIFFERENTLY LABELED

The new Sony-backed Twist label prompts a look at some queer indy music

n early January of 2006 the queer musie
I world was in a tizzy over the announce-

ment that Sony Music, in conjunction
with Logo television network founder Matt
Farber, was launching a record label for
queer artists under the moniker Music With
a Twist. This is not the first foray'by a major
label into that territory. Anybody old enough
to recall Atlantic Records’ roster in the mid-
1990s might remember that it was home
to out artists such as Jill Sobule, Melissa
Ferrick, and Extra Faney. Around the same
time, Sony also launched the short-lived
Pink Tank—perhaps less a label than a gay
marketing brain trust.

Fast forward 10 years, give or take, with
gay sitcoms and other TV series, gay cable
networks, and gay films all the rage in Hol-
Iywood, why not pay a little more
attention to gay musicians?
After all, coming out didn't
really hurt Elton John. k.d.
lang, Melissa Etheridge, the
Indigo Girls, or Rufus Wain-
wright, among others, did it?

As someone who has been
writing about music, and queer
music in particular, for a dozen
vears, | have heard my share
of worthy (and unworthy) music released
on major, smaller, and independent labels.
While I don't see the point of say, Elton,

GrooveQut Shorts

k.d. lang
Reintarnation

Canada's original “cowpunk”
singer, k.d. lang, revisits her
early country roots as a more
rambunctious, Patsy Cline-loving,
wedding dress-spartin’ hillbilly
sangstress. The 20-song collection
features rare early singles as well as one unreleased
track “Changed My Mind." Long before she came out
as a leshian, before the gender-bending hairstyle and
clothes, and long before she appeared an the cover of
Vanity Fair lounging in a barber's chair in male drag,
fans were drawn to that achingly beautiful voice and her
intensely romantic singing style. The album spotlights
the first decade of her recarding career when she broke
ground as a one-of-a-kind country singer. Available
April 25 from Rhino (www.rhina.com). More info: www,
kdlang.com. —Preview: Andrea Rodricks
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Levi Kreis. -

k.d. (see the preview of her
new compilation, Reintarna-
tion, below), Melissa, Amy, Emily,
or Rufus joining the ranks of a specifically
queer-identified label, it probably wouldn’t
hurt. On the other hand, there are numerous
indy queer musicians who have been work-

World Premiere Recording
Songs from an Unmade Bed

: In Songs from an Unmade Bed, one
Iyricist and 18 composers come
together to create an innovative mu-
sical song cycle centering on a tale
of modern-day urban remance and
heartache, With Michael Winther as
a smart, resilient, wry, and ultimately optimistic gay New
Yorker, Songs from an Unmade Bed journeys through the
pitfalls and triumphs of love in the big city. From Ghost-
light/Sh-K-Boom Records (www.ghostlightrecords.com,
www.sh-k-boom.com), —Preview: Troy Carrington

Erasure

Union Street

1f you didn’t know better, you'd think this was a completely
new Erasure album. And In a lot of ways, it is. What the
boys have done is to take a seatiered collection of songs
fram their past (but not hits) and translate them into
acoustic songs. It has uncovered layers to the songs that

ing hard, building up their followings, and
recording and releasing albums, many of
which surpass their major-label brothers and
sisters (see Brady Barnhart). What follows is
a rundown of recent releases by independent
queer artists who could actually benefit from
a little major label attention (read financial
support).

» Levi Kreis—who performed in Houston last
month at Guava Lamp with fellow indy Eric
Himan (see page 96}—could be this year’s
poster child for queer male musicians. Easy
an the eyes, Kreis appears to be ready-made
for those in the visual packaging department.
With a voice that sounds like he just finished
taking his bows in the Broadway produc-
tion of just about any recent musical, Kreis
should have no trouble reeling in listeners.
On One of the Ones (levikreis.com), he also
accompanies himself on piano and writes (or
co-writes) catchy pop tunes, the best of which
include “I Should Go,” “With You,” “Hardly
a Hero,” and “Just This Good,” on One of the
Ones (Tango Blues).

s Cindy Bullens has already done her time
on major labels. Before she was out, Bullens
released albums on Casablanca and United
Artists in the late "70s, and when she made
her comeback in the late '90s, she recorded
for Artemis. Her new album, Dream #29
(Let’'s Play/Blue Lobster), featuring Elton
John (for whom she sang backing vocals —+

gven they probably didn't know
existed. That comes together
most brilliantly in a revamped
version of “Stay With Me,” which
has now been converted into a

= serenade of sorts, and "Home,"
which is almost like an uppity campfire song what
with its steel guitar floating all over the place. Actu-
ally, they should probably do their next album like
this—uncovering corners of their songwriting that are
missing fram the world of pop they've been a part of
for so long. Available April 18 from Mute (www.mute,
com) —Review: Lance Scotf Walker

Jlimmy James

Fashionista

Pursuing his dream of recarding dance music, singer
and performer Jimmy James used Andre Leon Talley,
editor at large of Vogue NY, as his muse to write his
new single “Fashionista! The song is full of catch-
phrases synonymous with the fashion industry, —

Kenneth W. Lester D.C.

HEALTHAVELLNESS
.. 3930 Kirby Drive, Suite 108

1 713.526.5252

Hew Can You Be Gay
& Cathelic®
With DIGNITY!

MASS AND SOCIAL HOUR
Every Saturday @ 7:30 pm
SUNDAY AFTERNOON MASS
April 2&9 @ 5 pm
LENTEN VESPERS w/GRACE LUTHERAN
Wednesdays of Lent @ 7 pm
Soup & Salad @ 6:30 pm
Co-hosted by Dignity & Grace
HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Check Website for Times or Call (713) 880-2872
Now meeting in Montrose at
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
2515 Waugh (at Missouri

Y

L B

‘ Dignity
HOUSTON
_ GLBT Catholics
SERVING THE HOUSTON COMMUNITY SINCE 1974

! www.dignityhouston.org
 info@dignityhouston.org * 713.880.2872
PO Box 66821 * Houston, TX 77266

pureskin

John B. Share, D.O.

SCHRADER
CLINIC
New extended office hours:

7am - 5pm Mon, Tues, Thurs
2nd & 4th Saturdays of each month

Announcing our exciting new venture for
a new you in the New Year; pureskin
Offering:

* Sculptra — FDA-approved treatment
for facial wasting. Patlent assistance
program available.

+ Microdermabrasion

* Botox Cosmetic

* Derma MD - exclusive line of
therapeutic and anti-aging skin care,

713 526-1717

Visit our website at:
www.theschraderclinic.com

3
ILINDBERG

e

3966 Westheimer -+ Highland Village -+ 713-622-4411
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m continued from page 92

C'md}r Bullens

a number of years ago) on the title track, has
a blues-pop attitude, best realized on “Jellico
Highway,” “Box of Broken Hearts,” “Mocking-
bird Hill,” and “Too Close to the Sun,” and

deserves to be heard by the wider audience

a major label practically guarantees.

ed from

GrooveOut Shorts 2::5%
including “Fashion is the art!
Designers are the gods!” plus a
' “Fashion Wrap,” a laundry list
of designers’ names. From Made
Recaords (www.beatport.com/
Made+Records). —Preview: TC.

Etta James
All the Way

E To our good fortune, legendary
vocalist Etta James is still going

from the gritty, bluesy R&B she
i8 best known for. All the Way
offers renditions of John Lennon's
“Imagine,” Prince’s “Purple Rain,” Simply Red’s “Hold-
ing Back the Years,” and Marvin Gaye's "What's Going
On!" With a voice that still conveys passion and pain,
James demanstrates her fluency with late 20th-century
pop, adding her own special touch and making each
song sound like a standard written solely for her. From
Advance Music (www.advancemusic.com). More info:
www.etta-james.com. —Review: A.R.

Sia
Colour the Small One
Australian-harn singer Sia Kate Isobelle Furler has got it
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» Like Bullens, Rick Berlin had a taste of the
major-label spotlight when, as a member
of Orchestra Luna, he was signed
to Epic in the '70s, and in 1982, his
Boston-based band Berlin Airlift’s
full-length debut album was released
on the CBS-distributed Handshake
Records. In the years that followed,
Berlin worked in various musical
incarnations, and on Me & Van Gogh
{Hi-N-DryJ, he goes it alone, with
just his veice and a piano. The openly
gay Berlin is at turns dramatic (the
title track, “Criminal”), theatrical
(“The Ride,” “A Letter,” “Beerbelly”),
reminiscent of Jimmy Webb (“Party
Dress,” “Do You Still Love Me?"), and
never less than completely original
and inspiring.

* The recipient of a multitude of
awards, including the 2005 Outmusic
Award for outstanding songwriter,
Rachael Sage hit her stride with her
2004 Ballads & Burlesque. She con-
tinues that streak on The Blistering
Sun (MPress), expanding her key-
boards and vocal-driven sound with
the inclusion of a horn section (*Al-
right, OK.” “Wildflower,” “Lonely Street”), an
accordion (the character song “93 Maidens”),
some wah-wah guitar (on the soulful “Violet
or Blue"), strings (*Paperplane”), as well as
a return to Ani DiFranco-like spoken word
(“Hit Song”

Known for her colorful stage

nailed. She has a smoky, sexy voice
that haunts like wolves, she pens
B 2% | songs that fit that tone perfectly,
"%7 &'& and she's now proven that she can
bounce back from a wicked career
drop-off (which happened after her
explosive debut in 2000). Six years later, she takes the
Stone Roses approach (infamous for taking generational
gaps between albums) and comes back with a collection
of morose but beautiful songs that alternate between
brooding and shining. Her sangs have a way of ereeping
you out during the verses and then flipping on all the lights
during the choruses, most notably in “Sunday,” where you
always want her growling during the verse to end—mostly
just so you can get right to the chorus. From Astralwerks
(www.astralwerks.com), —Review: LW

Bird York

Wicked Little High

Described as “torch trip-hop”
by Music Biz, Bird York's major-
label debut features her Academy
Award-nominated song, “Into the
Deep” Paul Haggis, Crash's Oscar-
winning writer and director, says,
“Bird is a brilliant singer-songwriter. Her songs are
like ground glass in honey; and even after you know that,
she just keeps tempting you until you swallow. I'm an
addict” From Narada (www.narada.com). More info:

persona, Sage has appeal that is practically
limitless.

« | first became aware of LD Beghtol through
his performances on the Magnetic Fields’
1999 magnum opus, 69 Love Songs. Since
that time. [ have become acquainted with
LD's ather musical projects, including the
bands Flare and moth wranglers. The “ex-
perimental countrypolitan deathpop”™ of his
new band LD & The New Criticism brings
all of his influences to bear on Trogic Real-
ism (Darla). Fans, gay and straight. of The
Arcade Fire are almost certain to be smitten

by this dise, which includes standouts such
as “Always the Last to Know.” “When We
Dance (At Joe Orton’s Wedding),” “Laughing
at You,” “Too Old to Die Young,” “In Blue,”

and “Unpaid Endorsement.” —

wwnw.birdyork.com. —Review: Suzie Lynde
Editor's note: Far an interview with the gay-friendly
singer, go to www.outsmartmagazine.com

Various Artists
The Tommy Boy Story, Vol. 1
Journey into Parailise . . . The Larry Levan Story
o aa | Hip hop would still exist with-
Wk # out Tommy Boy Records, bul
< (" it wouldn't be the same. Rhino
ey H‘ recognizes that, assembling this
??-: x collection of bright spots from
v M the label's early days (1980-32)
and issuing a companion collection of remixes by old
schooler DJ Larry Levan. While Levan's disc is a series
of remixes of club hits, Story is composed of all original
tracks—everything from early Afrika Bambaataa to . . .
Information Society? Might sound odd for one label to
release a collection of stuff entirely representing another
label, but Rhino is as Rhino does. Available April 11 from
Rhino (www.rhino.com). =Review: L.S.W.

Goldfrapp

Supernature

Through pioneering electranics, crystalline vocals,
visual theatrics, and dark-sex decadence, Goldfrapp
have moved through the ambient shadows into the
Technicolor dream that is the hallmark of classic British
pop music. The new album, Supermature, is the —

eaturing

2354 Bissonnet
Houston, Texas 77005

TheAntiquePendulum.com

8970 Chatsworth

* 2 bedrooms/2.5 baths

$179,500

» 2108 sqit per seller
* Satillo tile Moors and carpet

* Yertical bling

* 2" wooden shutters

* Woodburning Fireplace

L m with hot tub

= Ample clogsets
= Private Pool
3 o All tilities Included

= (ated Access

Nc'hlh'li awiay in a secluded neighbohood,
this town home is located in a gated co-

munity with private pool and park-like wooded

grounds, The property features, satillo tile and
carpet flooring, woodburning fireplace, solari
um with hot tub, laminate countertops in kitch-

en, refrigerator, wetbar, half-bath down, soaring

ceilings, loft master, spacious rooms and ample
closets. Convenient location, excellent Spring
Branch School Distnict. All utilities included in

Home Owners Association monthly dues

William Tadlock

I[:t?.;;iznc!atillzi Realtor Associate, ABR

rofessiona Coldwell Banker Swilley-1 Tudson

Bonded & Insured 15005 Heiehis Blvd. = Houston, TX 77008
Phone: 713-869-04560

MEMBER Muobile: 281-546-4060
[ = s
] | wiadlock @houston.rr.con

www.moderndwellings.com
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le of the Bands ‘06

Winner plays Pride ‘06

starting April 22

80’s Night on Fridays @ Chances

Karaoke Challenge ‘06
April 22 - June 10 Thursdays
at The Barn

Speed dating
Sundays 9pm - 10pm

Check out chacesbar.com for maore information

visit us online for more information on special £vents
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genre (see Devendra

Gfﬂﬂ"!out continued from page 94

* Queer trio Grizzly Bear does the neo-folk
Banhart, Sufjan Ste-
vens) proud on Horn of Plenty (Kanine). The
influence of early Liz Phair ig also deeply felt
throughout. The expanded reissue of this
2004 release now comes with a bonus dise of
remixes by out remixers such as Soft Pink
truth and others.

« Speaking of Liz Phair, Sweet Chastity

(Luv-a-lot) by Dan Fishback (also of Cheese

on Bread) is an homage to the brazen singer/
songwriter, From the cover photo, a nod to
her self-titled 2003 disc, to the haunting
piano of “Piano Song,” to the sexual exploits

of “Silent Tea,” to the breathy “The News

Today,” to the guitar on “Bad Canary” (as well

as the Phair name-check), vou could call it
“Exile in Gayville,”
spirit of Fishback's Cheese on Bread work on
other tracks.

* Queer hip-hop artists, from Scott Free to
Tori Fixx to God-dess and many others in

The disc also retains the

between, are creating some of the fiercest
and most original rhymes you are likely to
hear. On The Lemonade Incident (socetew.
com), Soce The Elemental Wizard wastes
no time in getting down to business on the

opening track “I Am (So Gay),” where he

GrooveOut Shorts

sound of Goldfrapp breaking
through their own crash bar-
rier—a strident, psychedelic, un-
compromising creative force at
the top of their own game. From

e Mute (www.mute.com). More info:
W, guldf rapp.co.uk. =Preview:; S.L.

Beth Orton

Comfiort of Strangers

Comfort of Strangers s a collection
of tracks filled with hittersweet
sophistication. Orton's fascination
g with music of all kinds is evident
in her impatient imagination, the
headlong desire to embark on
new ideas and fresh partnerships, and her refreshing
originality shines through on tracks like “Conceived” and
the colorful opener, “Worms.” From Astralwerks (www
astralwerks.com), =Preview: S.L.

The Sounds
Dymg ta Sa}' This to You
Musically, this is more hijacked
1 post punk. Sonically, it's totally
flal. Songwriting-wise, it borrows
g from the poppiest elements of '80s
dance tunes to the point of almost
heing boy-band material. The real
standout with this band of Swedes, and the thing that
might make their formula long-lasting, is lead singer
Maja hvarsson. Her voice is all at once aggro and yet

Billy Porter

raps, “l am the gavest MC on the planet/] got
more men than Janet,”
including “Bad Hair Day,”
and “Same Three Spots,

at his word,

contained, like a little old lady or a young boy who just
can't get the volume up. Might be the accent, might he
the long legs and white blonde hair, but it's definitely
the thing that's drawing people to them. From New Line
(www.newlineracords.com). —Review: LS. W,

World Premiere Recording
See What | Wanna See
This new musical moves from a
SEE]"W‘ W"'? 5‘“‘ SE: mysterious murder in Central Park
to the miracle of a devastated
city's rebirth, chranicling New
York stories of faith, loss, and re-
el demption. With a lush, contempo-
rary score, Seg What | Wanna See takes inspiration from
the stories of Ryunosuke Akutagawa and features Tony-
winner ldina Menzel (Rent [Broadway and film], Wicked)
and Tony nominees Marc Kudisch, Mary Testa, Aaron
Lohr, and Henry Stram. From Ghostlight/Sh-K-Boom
Records (www.ghostlightrecords.com, www.sh-k-
boom.com). =Preview: TC.

Radney Foster

This World We Live In

Texas singer/songwriter Radney
Foster continues to take chances.
Introspective yet freewheeling, This
World We Live In combines Foster's
gift for literate songwriting with the
rough-and-tumble sound of a man
who's done battle with the complexities of life. His songs
marry pop smarts and roots credibility with a profound
insight into the human condition, From Dualtone Music
Group (www.dualtone.com). —Preview: TC. 1l

With what follows,
“Selling Out,”
"I gladly take him

“Let It In,"”

* These days if you turn on Logo
(well, if vou have satellite service
in our area, you can), you are likely
to see Billy Porter. The openly
gay singer/songwriter shares his
coming-out story in one of the
network’s promos. It's easy to
imagine a voice and talent as big as
Porter’s getting lost in a recording
studio. So it's logical that he would
want to record a live album as he
did with At the Corner of Broadway
& Soul! (Sh-K-Boom), In addition
to more than a half dozen original
co-compositions, Porter unleashes
his powerful pipes on songs by Ste-
phen Sondheim, Ricky Tan Gardon,
Adam Guettel, and Jason Robert
Brown. He also includes roof-rais-
ing reading of Tom Eyen and Henry
Kreiger's “And I'm Telling You I'm
Not Going” (from Dreamgiris).
«[t's not fair to judge Eric Hi-
man's talent based on One Night
Stands... (Thumb Crown), his new
live album. The sound quality is surprisingly
poor, which is an issue when it comes to a live
recording. Diehard Himan-heads will want
the album, however, for the two previously
unreleased live numbers, “In My Shoes” and
and “Bartender,”
unavailable studio track

* Out guitarist Mimi Fox, who can be heard
alongside other lesbian guitarists, including

a previously

Patty Larkin and Kaki King, on La Guifarra,
has returned with her own album, the double
dise set Perpetually Hip (Favored Nations)

Both discs include Fox's interpretations of

jazz and American songhook standards. On

the first disc, she performs with Harvie S.,
Billy Hart, and Xavier Davis, and she goes
it alone on the second dise.

Space doesn't allow for more details about
additional noteworthy independent queer
artists, but does permit me to mention The
Color and the Light (Red Panda) by Jennifer
O'Connor, Lullaby for a Junkie (andymullen-
music.com) by Andy Mullen and the Shape-
shifters, Black Doves (Funzalo) by Amelia
White, The Other Side (Cornerworld) by Lou,
Trouble from the Start (Machine Heart) by
Lisa Moscatiello, Frolic & F*** (Bully) by
Ariel Aparicio w/The Hired Guns, Dig Right In
(playinout.com) by Andy Moore, Denying the
West (Johann's Face) by Das Kapital (featuring

former members of The Atari Star), Parody of

Pleasure (threedollarbill.net) by Three Dollar
Bill, the self-titled EP by Lisa Jackson + girl Fri-
day (lisajacksonandgirlfriday.com), and Barre
Handed (barreparts.com) by Tony Barre.

Gregg Shapiro is n past recipient of the annual
CutMusic mward that recognizes involvement by
non-mustcians in furthering the work of GLBT
performers.

MAIHI\:-:[_JENANCE
Personalized Service Catering to YOUR Automotive Needs

BOBBY HARTING M

37 Waugh Dr. = Houston, TX
713.863.824aa4

i C’:“F Heating & A/C » Brakes & ABS Systems

l

Engine Repair » Suspension & Steering

Emissions Control Systems # Tune-Ups

“Bobby always gets it RIGHT
the FIRST time. His honest
estimates, affordable service,
and attention to detail

have created a reputation of
INTEGRITY for over 28 years.
TechAuto Maintenance is my
QUALITY auto repair guarantee.”

Alan Davidson
Owner, Essential Touch

Guaranteed Parts & Service * 24 HR Towing: 713.462.9945

GET PICKED UP
DAY OR NIGHT

&ﬂmd&tﬂpa temrf‘

13695 6700

Excellent 24-Hour Service Since 1981

Excellent 24 Hour Service Since 1981
Service is What Drives Us!

=

All Vehicles are independantly leased & operated by

=]
Indepondunt Contractors. Rates reguiatad / City of Hu.:sl:nn\:l [ p—

-

£ RESERV/
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Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

SANCTUARY FOR ALL

JdL. Join Us For Sunday Serwces “
T @ 8:30am. or 10:50 a.m.
(Coffee & fellowship follow)
BERING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Rev. Marilyn Meeker-Williams, Senior Pastor
Rev. Jerry Goree, Minister for Congregational Care
Mike Underhill, Minister for Program Ministries
1440 Harold Street at Mulberry » Houston, TX 77006 = 713.526.1017
http://www.beringumec.org

Planning

Investment | Retirement | Education

&
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ReadOut

by Donalevan Maines

FAMILY BUSINESS

A new memoir looks at a gay caregiver’s lonely road

L) TV [ Lot .

hat a guy Steven Sorrentino . ‘

is. The role of caregiver to ‘- -I D
aging parents often falls on Dh M! E

I.L" 1.

gay children whose siblings cite their
own families as the reason the gay
child is best situated to move home
and heed the call of family duty. In
Sorrentino’s case, he was only 24
when his father’s stroke on Christmas
Eve 1980 stalled his tentative steps
out of the closet with dreams of find-
ing love and stardom on Broadway.
He had barely begun to sow his wild
oats, and to try and make good on the
promise he had shown as Tevye in a
high school production of Fiddler on
the J'|‘|Jr:f‘, ‘,|',lJL'|'| less to discover the
gay man inside of him in all its potent
courage and glory.
CianobhepnpiiescA

Memoir (ReganBooks, a

division of HarperCollins)

ig Sorrentino’s valentine to
his dad, who bounces back
to embrace his new life in a
wheelchair while Sorrentino
takes over his luncheonette
in their small hometown of
West Long Branch, New Jer-
SEYV. Sorrentino sublimates his
own yearnings to hold things
together (*If I couldn’t save
the man, maybe I could save
his luncheonette,” he reasons). After all,
this angel of a man is the guy who taught
Soerrentino an appreciation for old-school
Broadway musicals and gave him permission

and encouragement to follow his dreams

ReadOut Shorts

Sour Puss

by Rita Mae Brown & Sneaky Pie Brown
Bantam Books Hardcover (www.randomhouse.com)
Halleluiah, the gang is back!
Enter the world of Crozet, where
everyone sees the humor in animal
antics at their person’s wedding.
Town favorites Harry and Fair's
newly wedded bliss is interrupted
when a prominent visitor's corpse
is found in a local field. Harry's animal companions

98 APRI

YASTED ar BBQ CHICKEN
i, CHOICE of SALAD

Author Steve Sorrentino B

The neighborhood eatery
boasts a frustrating menu
of ]Irl'illl l'l'L'l'IIll'it‘r-‘, iI|Jd 1[1!5'
claustrophobic universe of
porkroll-egg-and-cheese sandwiches (a New
Jersey staple mv boss in Manhattan calls a
“hungryman”) comes across all too vividly
to the reader. While Sorrentino paints his
father as a god among men. he smears the

cast of earicatures at the luncheonette as

(Mrs. Murphy, Pewter, Tucker, and their wild friends)
let the poor, senseless humans think they solved the
crime. As always, this Mrs. Murphy mystery is among
the very best of the cozy cat genre. Set against the
backdrop of Virginia's emerging wine industry, Sour
Puss is a delightful way to spend an afternoon with old
friends. —Review: Angel Curtis

The Days of Good Looks

by Cheryl Clarke

Carroll & Graf (www.carrollandgraf.com)

Cheryl Clarke is one of the few chroniclers of my times

hellions beyond relief. By the time
our narrator starts thinking about
suicide, it almost seems like a rea-
sonable solution. Not only has he left
behind a hungry would-be friend and
lover in New York, but the closest
thing to romance he finds in West
Long Branch is the unrequited lust
for a Neanderthal delivery man that
he shares with a widowed waitress
who picks up on her boss’s attrae-
tion to men. Even when Sorrentino
dares to visit a gay bar not far away,
who should he hook up with but a
married man more interested in his
wife and kids than building a life
with Sorrentino. This fella can’t win
for losing.

Ultimately, the nightmare ends
with our hero returning to New York
City with lessons learned from the
luncheonette and, more importantly,
a big lesson learned from his fa-
ther—basically that when life hands

x you eggs, you make an omelette, not
» your father’s porkroll-egg-and-cheese
sandwich

Sarrentino discovers that “true

wisdom ig parceled out inte short orders,
coming from the most surprising places. at
the most unexpected times.” For him, the

journey to that revelation was stultifving,

but i)g-r'lmp,-. his book will show readers that
it's erucial to balance family loyalty with the
pursuit of one’s own happiness

Donalevan Maines reviewed Yesterday Will
Make You Cry (W.W. Norton) in QutSmart’s
Fehruary issue.

who always tells the truth. A leading
thinker in the black, feminist, and
leshian movements, Clarke's essays
inflamed the mind as her poetry set
hearts afire. This new volume has
it all-Clarke's previous poetry (long

’ out of print), her inspired essays
(difficult to find), and her first new poetry in 10 years.
The Days of Good Looks continues to tell the truth,
reminds me of all we went through, and makes it very
clear that "older” doesn’t mean out of the game. This
one is a must read. —Review: A.C.

We need:

to have &
cgn,qe“tﬂ"tj_esus ta]Gk‘DGL

—

¢S, Meet Me at the
sprirg re\/ﬂ/dJ

Spring Revival
April 19-23

Special guest speakers and musicians

Call 713/880-9235 or visit
communitygospel.org for details

Wed-Sat night at 7:30 ® Sun at 11 am and 7 pm

=

Community Gospel Church

www.communitygospel.org

It's not a
Gay, lesbian,

T §

of hpllnlrtyand comfort
found at Rain ision.

"

FasoritCondominiums for the Second 50 Years * Now Leasing Chelsea Village Independent Living

% RA]NBOWS'ON * Assisted Living Sultes Avallable in The Castro,
santare Call 877-795-7555

500 Rodeo Roed Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 OF VisSit www.rainbowvisionprop.com

2043 West C‘rl'ﬂ_}f « 713-626-0800
In the River Oaks Sl'mpping Center
www.stevencash.com

It's a Woman's World:
Excellence in The Third Millennium

4 JRED SPEAKE!

HousToN onis: PRESIDENT
ANDREA BOUCHEY YOUNG
Saturday, April 15th :
Marriott Houston Westchase - 2900 Briarpark Dr.
p— : Networking Social: 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm

_ Special appearances:
Houston Comets and others

rogressive ™
Women's  season Tickess
“Network., Inc.

For more information:
www.houstonpwn.org 832.969.2082

$35 in advance
$40 at the door

Cypresswood Golf Course
Voted Houston's Best (':qﬂft ourse
Hole in one wins the

2006 Honda Pilot
courtesy of
Russell & Smith Honda

Enjoy bfunch,
ocktails,
Awards Dinner
Contests
Goodie Bags
Raffles and Donr?
4
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CRYSTACLEAR

Pool Service

o

Keeping pools blue is what we do.

(281) 485-8627

Full service pool cleaning & repair
- One-time - Bi-monthly
- Weekly - Special Occasions
Fully stocked retail location

5074 W. Broadway
Pearland TX 77581
www . pearlandpoolsupply.com

Way Ot Smart

* Ax pletured 12890 00

8 FINE FROM

COOLErS 13502

IN THE HEIGHTS ¢ 3204 WHITE l:)Al-c

713.869.4885 HousSTOM * TEXAS

|:z§@@@maﬁ, SIVITFELINET |

332 545.7(399

100 AFPRIL 2006 OutSmart

Call to Schedule.a Test Drive! |

by Victor Zorn

DIVA LAS VEGAS

The annual transgender holiday week in Sin City turns 10

Grand hotel: The pool at the Sahara, one of the suggested hotels for the Diva Las Vegas week.

en years ago, a group of transgender
friends began meeting for a vacation
in Las Vegas. Over a decade, their
annual retreat, known as Diva Las Vegas,
has developed into a busy week that attracts
trans vacationers from across the country.
The 10th anniversary edition of Diva Las
Vegas is April 17 through April 23
The array of Diva Las Vegas activities
includes a high English tea, Vegas shows,
a Death Valley day trip, a Lake Mead boat
excursion, a renewal of wedding vows, and
lots of shopping. “Of all, the limo ride is
my faveorite,” says Nora Linda, a member
of the organizing committee and the Theta
Upsilon Gamma chapter of Tri-Ess. “We have
;-lpla]'n);i[n.‘:l.t:]_\-' gix stretch limos, which go to
six of the major hotels in Las Vegas. You can
imagine the reaction (all positive) as we pull
up at the height of the evening to each hotel
with the tourists reacting by insisting on
posing with us. We are probably the highlight

of their vacation and at the same time make
a positive presentation for us. Last year one
of the tourists confided that he was one of us,
although deep in the closet.

One of the main events for the week is
the Diva Las Vegas Invitational, hilled by the
organizers as “the first regularly scheduled
transgender golf tournament in recorded
history.” The site for the 18-hole event is the
public Degert Rose Golf Course,

Las Vegas divas make their own travel
arrangements. Hll;_tgl'stcd hotels are |1r1[n=:'in|
Palace Hotel & Casino (www.imperialpalace
.com), Monte Carlo Resort & Casino, and
Sahara Hotel & Casino (www.saharavegas
.com). The extensive Diva Las Vegas website
(www.geekbabe com/dlv) offers excellent
recommendations, travel tips, and advisories.
Check it out: Most of these are great for any
GLBT traveler to Vegas.

Vietor Zorn reported on the new adveniure travel
firm Out on the Water in our December issue.

| Coming to Creative Life

Sunday celebrations in April with
Rev. Dr. Jesse Jennings are on the
theme “Painting Rainbows: The Path
of Optimism, " weekiy at 9 and 11am
Bring a friend!

Prosperity Study Group with
Barbara Baldwin. Come join a lively
discussion on prosperity as we apply
the principles that will draw success
and abundance into our lives
Wednesdays, 5:15 to 6:450m.

Join anytimel

"Open You" is our midweek
celebration of life, with inspiring ideas
for effective, passionate and creative
living. Wednesdays, 7:00-8:15om

All are invited!

A Course in Miracles discussions,
7pm Thursdays with Bill MacKenzie
Authentic Communication work
shop with Rev. Marsha Lehman,

Friday right and Saturday, May 5-6, $75.

5326 Spring-St oad,

2 bl s gast o between
I-435 (exit 70A) and Kuykendahl
Sunday celebrations - 9 & 11am
Creative Life Jesse ;. D.D

Spiritval Center nding Ministar

Jenning

p ey e T e S5

www.creativelife.org » 281 350 5157

Gram:l 0pening Ceremony of

Mountain Meadow Picnic & More
Be Entertained by THE Leslie Gore

Limited Availability Call Now! 7 13.797.9877

Dirk Hunter, D.C.

hiropractic
ware

Rehabilitation

Ergonomic
Consulting

Wellness
Frograms

ports
Jres

oft TIS.SLE
juries |

Nork-Rélated
AOTHK-TNE
juries |

TWCC

Approved

Impairment %

3930 Kirby Drive, Suite 108
713.256.6696
Med-CREW.com

Q. Ask for Alan, BJ or Kim

Robert

Snellgrove

Imsw-acp
Counselor - Psychotherapist

713.522.7014

WWW.To bcrtinc“gra\'e.com

4200 MONTROSE .« SUITE 540

Rainbow Vision

Nations 1" Full Service GLBT Resort &
Retirement Community

J=ld >ANia Fe, lI L

Dmmg, Dancing, Shoppmg

DAMNOWON

DOV vacations:

CARIBBEAN - FEBRUARY 25 - MARCH 4, 2007
CARIBEEBEAN PR CESS / 3100 GUESTS
FL Lauderdale / St Maarlen / SL Johs Thamas | Princ Cays | 3 days al Soa

BARBADOS CARIBBEAN SAIL - MARCH 18-25, 2007

MS ROYAL CIJF'F'EF\' f 218 GUESTS
Barhados / Cabrits & Rosean, Dominica /| Antigus | z es | Martinigue

QUEEN MARY 2 - TRANSATLANTIC CROSSING - MAY 29- JUNE 4, 2007
MS QUEEN MARY 2 7/ 2594 GUESTS
Mew York [ 5 days at sea | Southhampton London

ROMAN MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE - .-'J"HH;JH',‘ ﬂUGUSTQ 19, 2007
Ms W =T
Rome | Maples (Pompei
et J‘-m.ilh )

GOLD RUSH ALASKA - SEPTEMBER 7-14, 2007
MS AMSTERDAM / 1380 GUESTS

Seattle | Gi Bay | Inside Passage | Juneau | oo | Ketchikan | Prince Rupert taria

(@ e

TRAVEL, INC.
13.661.2117 5 877.775.96

L
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Outloud

by Sally Sheklow

T0 TELL THE TRUTH

All lesbian weddings aren’t good ones, Sally allows

hat're we gonna do about Jo and

Amy's wedding?” My co-worker

Laura flicked the pink memo ship
for effect. “They left another message.”

“Oh, God." I extracted the invitation from
my desk drawer. “It says RSVP by today.”

Laura and I had met the brides-to-be
during our lunch hour only a few weeks
before. We had walked into the café across
the street from our office, and there, at our
favorite table, sat two spiky-haired hotties in
tight musecle shirts. Fabric swatches, seating
charts, and cake photos littered the green
Formica. Wedding plans! What could we do
but introduce ourselves?

These babydykes had just transferred
to the loeal university. We weleomed them
to town, clued them in on the bar scene and
the women’s bookstore—even gave them our
husiness cards.

Turns out they had been together all of

three months. I couldn’t imagine they would
make it much longer. They were young, Too
voung to get married, I thought, and didn't
seem compatible, Naturally, I didn't say so.
I'm funny that way—willing to lobby my
legislators, march on Washington, and speak
to the rallying throngs, but I wilt at the
prospect of personal confrontation.

Jo and Amy offered to share their
table, and Laura and I accepted—a move I
immediately regretted. The soon-to-be-wed
twosome were testy, zinged each other with
put-downs, and squabbled over whether
the drag queen bridesmaid outfits would
coordinate with the wedding gowns. (Red
sequins and black boas will clash with our
antigue ivory lace. Will not. Will so. What do
yvou know? Bite me!)

Lacking the temperament to share a

piece of my mind, I made a polite excuse,
and Laura and 1 dashed out of the café. The
next day the invitation arrived with the
office mail. I wished I'd had the ovaries to
tell the gals 1 thought they were making a
mistake. Neither Laura nor | wanted to go
to the wedding, but 1 felt obligated to at least
consider it. You know how it goes—lesbian
solidarity, intergenerational responsibility,
general cowardice.

Here we were, weeks later, up against
the RSVP deadline, and we couldn’t stall any
longer. One of us would have to do the deed.
[ was too chicken.

Laura picked up the phone and punched
in the number. By her smile I could tell she'd
reached a machine.

“Hello, you two. Thanks for inviting us.”
Laura’s professional tone was much cleaner
than I could have pulled off. “Unfortunately,

Alan Davidson
17 years experience

I Massage by OutSmart Reade

essential |

o e »
-,'._‘|_|l__| |

1103-B Peveto St.
713-942-0923
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Live through Your Body!

Body Therapy
Massage
Movement

20% off

your first visit
with this ad

www.throughyour

ching

* EVENTS

* HEADSHOTS

* PORTRAITS
* ENGAGEMENT & GRADUATION
ANNOUNCEMENTS

YVONNE FEECE PHOTOGRAPHY

cALL 832.876.1053

APRIL SPECIAL -
MENTION THIS AD TO RECIEVE
$20 oFF A PORTRAIT SESSION

YVONNE@YVONNEFEECE.COM

Sally and I won't be joining you. Hope all
goes well.” She held out the phone like it had
cooties and dropped it into its eradle.

The pressure off, I woo-hoo'd and tossed
the erumpled invitation inlo the recyele bin.

“Jeez, what idiots!" Laura’s socially
responsible courtesy gave way like a brittle
dental dam. “What the hell are they doing
getting married? Are they crazy? They don't
even like each other. I've seen more maturity
in a zygote. Those jerks!™

She ranted on like that for a good five
minutes,

“They're making a mockery of all we're
fighting for. T wouldn’t be eaught dead at
that wedding.”

A few minutes before quitting time, a
call came in on line 2. It was Jo, saving she
had received a weird message from Laura
and wanted to know if there had been some
mistake. I put her on hold and walked over
o Laura’s desk

The phone receiver lay right where it
fell, settled at a slight angle—just crooked
enough to remain off the hook. Jo and Amy’s
answering machine had kept recording—
everything

Over the years, I've endured many
mortifying moments, which I try not to
rehash. At that moment they all flooded
back to me—the teacher intercepting
my anonymous love note to another girl,
discovering a pubic hair between my teeth
it the end of a job interview, my Hitachi

agic wand setting off the airport security

yuzzer. When I'm utterly busted and

xposed, I wish for anything to get me out o
there—a massive earthquake, spontaneous
vaporization, the Rapture. When no eseape
materializes, | go eatatonic, face the music
through the fog of my shame, and try my
best to forget.

Here I had Laura, the master of the
unabashed, to role-model simply fessing up
and moving on.

“Hi, it's me,” Laura told the receiver. “No,
no mistake, It's one of those things you hope
will never happen, but you caught me. OK,
then. (}mld-h.\_'[-,"

She didn't even wish them good luck,
although I doubt it would have helped. It
wasn't long before we heard through the
grapevine that Jo and Amy split up six
weeks after their wedding and left town
in opposite directions, each with her new
sweetie. Luckily the drag queens salvaged
the sequins and boas.

Sheklow, who received both first- and second-
place honors in the magazine column category
in the 2005 Houston Press Club Lone Star
Awards, declines ill-failed wedding invitations
e, Oregon, She contributes a regular
nit, “That Time of the Month,” to the Air
America radio afftliate in Eugene.

Sprint Fair & Flexible" Plans
Now, with Nights starting at 7 pm.

1000 anytime
minutes for
$59.99

{Other manthly charges apply

Samsung AS00

See below”)

No roaming charges.
No huge overages.

Plan Includes:
+ Nationwide long distance
EVEry minute, every L’r.“l'.

+ Unlimited night &

i
Sprint
Together with NEXTEL

Prefermed Retailer

P
WESTERN
TALK, L.C.

“You've Come to the Right Place™™
514 Elgin @ Smith (vex to Late Nite Pie)
713.861.0811

SAVE UP TO $150 ON SPRINT PCS°* PHONES

Get 3 New Phone for Less. Save up to $150 on select Sprint PCS phones with purchase &
activation of a new line of service. Offers require a two-year agreement. (See below™*)

eatetocal ferw o wary B Faen are st bt or e

Larry French Enterprises

Complete Plumbing Services

Residential ¢+ Commercial * Remodel * Repair * New Construction
Softeners * Water Purification * Reverse Osmosis * Carbon Filters

Thanks for voting us #1 in the OutSmart Readers' Poll!

Your Water Heater Specialist m NDR"—Z

Featuring On-Demand
Noritz Tankless

713.956.7733

WWW.LARRYFRENCH.NET
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All Star News and
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INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING:
a few lines of info about your event;
date/time; cost; location/address;
organization nome; AND two phone
numbers—one for OutSmart to reach
you for questions and one for OutSmart
readers to get more info on your event.
| Mail info to: QutSmart Megazine,
3404 Audubon Place, Houston 77006. |
Faxinfoto:713/522.3275. E-mailinfo
to: calendar@outsmartmagozine.com,
NO LISTINGS CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER

'LTHE DEADLINE DATE—MON., APR. 10.

Raw. Steal

Ball's Out. T

ultiple Pulitzer Prize-winning dramatist Edward Albee is well known at the Univer-
| \ f I sity of Houston as an esteemed professor and mentor to budding playwrights. He's
offered classes to coach writers along the way, using an objective Platonic approach
to teaching. (Rather than commanding, *Lose that character in the second act,” he might ask,
“That character in the second act, what's his significance and why is he there?”)
But the class most sought after is his playwrights workshop, where a playwright can see her/
his original play come to fruition on stage, all under the guidance of his strong personality.
This year around, Albee's colleague and fellow multiple award-winner (including The Ed-
ward Albee Last Frontier Award), Lanford Wilson led the class in Albee's stead. Both openly
gay, Albee and Wilson have more to offer than any tuition could possibly afford a student. A
semester under either’s wing is invaluable. This season, Wilson helped bring five new play-
wrights to the forefront: Daryl Banner, Soo-Jin Lee, Nina McConigley, Donna Perkins, and
Ken Watkins. —EricAT Dieckman

The Who: New playwrights from UH The What: Edward Albee’s Playwright's Workshop
The Where: The Jose Quintero Lab Theatre, Wortham Theatre Building, UH Campus
The When: April 26-30, 7:30 p.m.; May 1, 2 p.m.

The Wherewithal: 713/743-2929 or

WHO'’S AFRAID OF EDWARD ALBEE?
NOT THESE STUDENTS

Famed playwright Lanford Wilson fills in for Albee’s 2006 Playwright’s Workshop

www.hfac.uh.edu/theatre/performances_edwardalbeenewplays.html

Landford Wilsong,

th
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Raise your Hipness Quotient. Da Ca

A Bo Derek Gala! Cpems 1 the leights celebrates

La Resistance Lives On.

8 (5ot

B &9 (50 & Sun)

The 5%th Semi-Annual Huustun Camera Show
and Sale. © ; Ve some

=W, LIsed

'9 23 I“\"LJ Sun.)

Dlg those HPEGs ALt

Dl Thad T B
21 & 22 |Fri. & Sot.)

International Festival. |amaica take

thic - - C + M -
nis years i-rest. Lownto

Uprooted Roots Music. 'I e Orange Show Eveopen-

Tt our closes Aol w

Tejas Air, Inc.

A/C - Heating Service & Sales

Call NOW for Spring A/C
Check-Up Special

Lance Carnal
Owner

- Family owned and operated
- Move in-out/Organizing

- Specialists in detail cleaning
- Weekly, bi-monthly, one-tima
- Travelin team with supervisor  §
- Packing or unpocking for relocating
- Bonded & insured for your protaction

- English speaking manager obways on sire

YOU OWE YOURSELF
A PROFESSIONAL
HOME CLEANING SERVICE

Free estimate by phone

713.664.9911

*Jui:ifuni”_i
by Mifa"—d.?n Belin i

| Now at Wind uter Gallery
| 548 West 19" every 1 Sat. 10-5

For TOPS and BOTTOMS,

get you some at -

MALE U WEAR
d

Swimsuits are here —

great selection! |

Don't forget your
Jungle attire!

Get your tickets here

Personality-Guided
Therapy

..becayse every
person is unigue

Id Be Glad To Help You
» Build Self-Esteem

* Improve Relationships
* Overcome 2

- Stress and Féars

~ Depression

DEBORAH M. DENSON, LCSW

Licensed Clinical Social Worker
2900 Weslayan Suite 535 » 713-850-7225
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| HUBBARD

Financial Services, Inc.

mf;hif 2 (Tues
David Sedaris, Selected Readmgs, Sedanis has a

If you

Fight for your license, Fight for your freedom.

Ty ] 1n The munaane

= .
00 Kathy Hubbard EA
i i
+ Income Tax Service
+ Pas! Due & Out-Df-3tale Retums
+ RS Problems Resolved
+ Business Bookkeaping & Tax Relums
+ Estates, Trusts & Gift Retums

Non-Profit Compliance Consulting

| Drink and Dri
e ; rim an rive “The #1 most important factor in a DWI case is having

do you know your rights @  an experienced lawyer who knows YOUR rights!”
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A Little Day Music. Da Camera of Houston's free

(7133;3;3;;00 S SErmamee Tyler Flood

2615 Montrose Blvd.

vtk s s | a0 : 3 CRIMINAL DEFENSE LAWYER
Houston, Tcxaa J:}[]D described / :_.: Th { i = M’E:ﬂ:ﬂéaq il =7 ;s - ; Representing clients charged with DWI
tion, 1515 5ul R kets 524:-5 b S 2 EE - Drug Passession — Probation Violations — All Misdemeanors and Felonies

One Biock off Westheimer at the comer of Mantrase and California
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our COIMM musical styles including funk, rap, hip hop. and soul. 12 and under; $15 at the door for adults $10 and US Federal Court
' e 2 B e 1 Z * National College for DUI Defense
DrumCompsTgenon 1 » Nationally Certified in Field Sobriety Testing (7 1 3)224 4DWI
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18 Holes for Bo. Progressive Waomen's MNetwork, inc 6th Annual Houston Dragon Boat Festival.
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Winning the War Against Bad Hair
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www.kenclaudemassage com
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Time Out with OUTSMART

SPECIAL PROMOTHONS AND ADVERTISING

T I T TTTT]

Time Out

FOOT PATROL

The OurSmarT team posed in Sam
Houston Park just before the start of
AIDS Walk on March 12, The annual
event raised more than $700,000 for
AIDS Foundation Houston and 17

4| other HIV/AIDS service organizations.

DEHART

DALTOM

Three of the shirtless throng at the Jungle event |ast year.

FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Check out these events sponsored by OuTSMaRT:

4/13-16 Jungle 14, the annual party weekend hosted by Bayou
City Boys Club benefiting seven HIV/AIDS service organizations
including People With AIDS Coalition of Houston.

Info: www.junglehouston.org.

4/16 Bunnies on the Bayou, the downtown social event
benefiting Houston GLBT Community Center and nine other
groups. Info: www.bunnies.org.

4/23 Spring Tea Dance at the Daily Review Cafe, benefiting
Darla's School for Mentally Retarded Adults.

Info: www.darlas.org.

4/29 Roaring '20s Ball, the Human Rights Campaign Houston
gala. Info: www.hrchouston.org.

Houston Pride Band members (in front, I-r) Melissa Thompson,
Lisa Mace (holding magazine), Kyler Landry (behind Mace),
Debbie Hunt, Connie Moore, Diane Schattenberg, Michael
Schumacher, (in back, I-r) L.R. Valdez, and Les Wood posed with
OutSwmart in Palm Springs. Russell Ben Williams (not pictured)
joined them on the Lesbian & Gay Band Association trip.

SHOW US YOUR DurSmasr!

Members of the Houston Pride Band toted a copy of OurSwmart
to Palm Springs, California, while participating in the Lesbian &
Gay Band Association Gonference in November.

Going out of town? Take OurSwmarT along. Snap a picture
of yourself at your destination and send it to us. We will
publish our favorites. Readers who submit photos that we
print will be entered into a drawing for prizes. Send high-
resolution images to editor@OutSmartMagazine or mail
photos to 3406 Audubon, Houston, TK 77008.
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For your first impression.

i Maur Jim & Pradamns Versaece

Now Located In Montrose! LT ey
BRL L3

 GrenerHouston

£SBIAN YELLOW PI\GES

GO TOYOTA U}

. f Evotil.ovas
——-— - (Garyfedlow, s o

(?TB» 526 5‘?39
ﬁ Member: GAY YELLOW NETWORK "

Gay & Lesbian Yellow Pages, Inc. * 713-942-0084

CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
3 00 Mnntrose. Ste 550
FrancoChiropractic.com
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Business News

Suzanne Anderson Properties owner/managing
broker Mike Huff (standing, [} and founding broker
Suzanne Anderson (seated, r) opened the firm's new
headquarters in a historic building in the Heights (741

They were joined by manager Michael Johnson
(standing, r) and broker associate Debra Brashears
(seated, I}. Anderson, who established the real-estate
firm in the early 'B0s, sold out to Huff a year ago but
continues to work in the firm's Montrose office (239
Westheimer, 713/529-8484)

Suzanne Anderson Properties also now has an
office in Galveston (409/763-8484) and representation
in the Austin/ Hill Country area (reached through Laurie
Marques, 713/206-5389). The firm websites are
www.suzanneandersonproperties.com and
WWW.andersonprop.com.

HapP Yy Ta

Don Puryear has opened the first Happy Tails Dog
Spa franchise location in Texas at 1315 Waugh Dr.
(713/522-8144). Happy Tails offers dog day care,
grooming services, and boarding for dogs of all ages. A
state-of-the-art Interet video monitoring system allows
owners to view their dogs online during spa hours.

On April 23, Happy Tails will host a pet adoption
day, 1-4 p.m., for the Houston Humane Society. Jim
Tweedy, the popular artist known for his Charlie the
RedCat and Jim Tweedy's Friendly Doggies illustrations,
will appear to sign prints of his werk for donations to
the Humane Society. Hollywood Frame Gallery (2427
Bissonnet, 713/942-8885), the exclusive representative
in Texas for Tweedy's Charlie the RedCat and Friendly
Dogpgies drawings, will participate in the event.

dog 'E’Q

Happy To Be Here, Inc., the Virginia-based
franchise company of Happy Tails Dog Spa, maintains
seven locations in Virginia and Maryland in addition to
the new Houston facility. The website is
www.happytailsdogspa.com,
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East T1th St., 713/528-8484) with a March 14 reception.

Houston Bym staff (standing, I-r) Bobby Arnold,
Wes Simon, Israel Rivera, co-owner Johnnie West,
Tony Brannon, co-owner John Langman, and Valerie
Elliot (seated) recently celebrated the facility's 12th
year in business. Houston Gym has expanded its
free-weight area, remodeled the locker room, and
installed new equipment, including state-of-the-art
LifeFitness Lifecycles and an LCD flat-screen satellite
cardio theater, “We also have an all-new awesome
aerobic studio with full class schedule including zamba,
spinning, yoga, Tae Bo, and Pilates,” Langman says.

Through April 30, members can join far $18 per
month.

Houston Gym is located at 1501 Durham. The
phone number is T13/880-9191, and the website is
www.houstongym.com

In November, Phil De Marca (1) and Chito Bernardo
opened Lost Bayou Guest House in Galveston. The
five-bedroom bed-and-breakfast is housed in an 1890
Victorian Classical Revival residence. Amenities include
confinental breakfast and access to a health room and
dry sauna. This month, Bernardo will begin offering
massages for guests. Prices start at $110 per night.

Lost Bayou Guest House is located at 1607 Avenue
L in Galvestan. The phone number is 409/770-0688, and
the website is www.losthayou.com.

Jim Gray opened
Hurricane Café in
Balveston last month.
Gray, formerly a
popular long-time
bartender at The
Ripcord, had planned
to open a restaurant

in Montrose but decided to move to Galveston when a
Seawall Boulevard property became available. His new
restaurant, which specializes in gourmet burgers, salads,
and chicken wings, features a patio with a Gulf view and
serves breakfast daly.

Hurricane Café, which is open Wednesday through
Sunday, is located at 1328 Seawall Blvd. The phone
number is 409/770-WING.

Along with an international menu, gift shop, art
exchange, and bookstore, the Julie Victoria Café in
Rice Village features an innovative fundraising endeavor,
The restaurant's parent company, Fuji International,
donates profits realized from dessert and catering sales
to the homeless housing initiatives of the West Heights
Housing Shelter. Longtime GLET community activist
Matt Locklin, who established the shelter and works
with Julie Victoria Café as corporate director, says
$10,000 was raised in fiscal year 2005. He expects more
than $30,000 in donations in fiscal year 2006. Locklin is
also the co-chair of the city Housing Opportunities for
Peaple With Al DS citizens’ cuunul

The staff at Julie Victoria Café (2347 University
Blvd., 713/864-1795) includes (I-r) Locklin, pastry chef
Ryan Corran, corporate chef Jermaine Lishy, and chef
Scott Conner. The restaurant—planned to be the first
of a city-wide chain—is open 8 am-8 p.m. daily and
until 2 a.m. on Friday and Saturday. Live jazz is featured
on Saturday nights.

Opthalomologist Mare Sanders, M.D, FAC.S. has
announced that he has begun using the new AcrySof
ReSTOR intraocular lens for some cataract patients in
his Diagnestic Eye Center practice. “With the new
AcrySof ReSTOR 101, patients have the potential to
reduce their reliance on glasses,” Dr. Sanders says,
“This new lens is a breakthrough in cataract surgery
that we are proud to offer our patients”

Diagnostic Eye Center has two locations: 3405
Edloe, Suite 300, and 1213 Hermann Dr., Suite 110, The
phone number is 713/797-1500, and the website is
www.diagnosticeyecenter.com, Il
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Start Now! Look FABULOUS for the Summer!
Package Discounts—Save $100's

SI@\T Renaissance

R CE NIPER
Give Yourself the Gift of Beauty...
Non-Surgical Alternatives

for Younger & Healthier

Looking Skin!

Skin Rejuvenation for
Wrinkles = Rosacea * Melasma
Brown Spots,/Blemishes
Facial Sagging = Faca Veins

Also:

Hair Remowval < Acne (active & scais)
Laser Peel/ Resurtacing
Restylane® » Botox® « Radiesse™
Sculptra™

GLBT Friendly
Gay owned and operated.

Call for your FREE consultation.

713.942.SKIN (7546)
106 Westheimer al Baghy

Ask About 0% Financing

Board-Certified Personal Injury -r"“ I.":

77 AUTO ACCIDENTS
7 DWI
57 CRIMINAL

Ask for Cass, your
community consultant
of fine jewelry

J-E-F-F-C-0-0-P-E-R
PLATINUM

For a Lifetime Commitment

| W Marks

3841 Bellaire Blvd. - Houston - 713-668-5000
2623 Town Center Blvd. - Sugar Land - 281-275-5000
Hours: Mon.-Fri.10-6 Thu, 10-9
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OutSmart Marketplace

- ACCOMMODATIONS
5 RAINBOW RANCH
CAMPGROU ND
AND RV PARK
Texas Largest GLET
Campground.
Now with Cabins,
RV Sites, Tenting,
Lake, Pavilion, Pool, Fishing, Boating, etc.
www.rainbowranch.net »B88.875,7586

2. CAMPGROUND
* (RV'S/TENTING)
e RV Hookups
Great Home Base Rales
Large Pool, Bath Houses/Laundry
Located 6 miles West of

TX Renaissance Festival
Call for Spring rates

“Your Country Getaway!”

936/894-2030
www.RockinRRanch.net

Rent by the day, week, month or year...
Fully furnished 2/3 townhouse, excellent for
corporale lodging. Living room (w/ sleepar
sofa}, dining room, kilchen & 2 car garage.
Located next to Lovett Inn wilh access lo
5= | Formoninformaton,
a 3 T13-522-5224 or
B e e | 800-779-5224 of
reservations @ Lovettinn.com

« ARCHITECTURE

LDG

LEWIS DESIGN GROUP
Architecture » Design
Health Care » Commerical » Residential
Gregory P. Lewis, ALA.
License No. 13322
2028 Ave P+ Galveston, TX 77550
A0UTEZ-3745 = www. lewisdesigngroup.biz

* AUTOMOTIVE

CHURCHES/SPIRITUALITY

i ——Harbor
" Metropolitan
Community
Church
Rev. Pat Farnan, Pastor
Are you searching for
meaning in your life?
Looking for new friends? Want a
healthier mind, body and spirit?
Serving the GLBT community,
their families & friends.
Worship Service: Sundays 4 PM
Christian Ed: Tuesdays 6:30 PM
Meeting at Unitarian U. Fallowship
502 Church St, Galveston, TX 77550
harbormccofgalveston@gmail.com
409.789.9510

DAY CELEBRATIONS in April
mﬂev Dr. Jesse Jannmgs ar'ngn

the theme “Painting Rain
The Path oIDpﬂmISm
weekly at Sam & 11am.

“OPEN YOU' is our midweek celebra-
tion of life, with inspiring ideas for f-
ssionate am‘l m‘eatwhmg
: :00-8:15pm.
All are Jmilacir

A COURSE IN MIRACLES
discussions, 7pm Thursdays.

» 2 blocks east of

5326 Spring-Stuebner
Gosling biw I-45{exit 70A) & Kuykendahl
www.creativelife.org 281.350.5157

NOW WORSHIPING AT 1311 HOLMAN
(First Evangelical Lutheran Church)

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

{Disciplas of Christ) i

Sun Warship 11 am

Weds 6:45 pm Teleos

832 7236048 « Rev (. Todd Wililams
www.radicalchristians.org

J

Creative Life
Spiritual Center

Call Linda Boze
with DeMontrond
281 224-0031

01 Isuzu Trooper, 44K, §13,988

(06 Chryser PT Cruiser, 1610 miles, 514,908
04 VW Jatta TDI, 47K, 518,988

04 Ford Escape, 44K, §16,588

(12 Miata MX5-Converlitle, 26K, $15,988

03 Buick Rendevous CX, 42K, $13,588

02 Ford Ranger Ext Cab. 71K 55,988

All new Hummer H1's in stock & ready
for delivery! Watch our Hummer Build-
ing Grow! Open May 1st!

= CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANY

Helping Gays/Lesbians
with Business & Tax
Problems & Inheritance
Tax Issues

5 8]

1
Paul R.
Wasserlbos

71 3!525 4760 » 409/939-6922

W6 Outsmart
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« CLEANING/MAID SERVICE

KAEHLER CLEANING
SERVICE since 1995

contincally the
Residertial & Comemencial
Coll John 713861-G181
kingknehi@sbegicbal net

* EMPLOYMENT

PT ACCOUNTANT NEEDED by small local
builder. Must have accounting experience,
Invoicing, reconciliations, F.O,, excel, organiz-
ing, answ calls, filing faxing.
Quickbooks knowladge a plus, Forward re-
sumes fo resumes @ loydrusselhomes.com

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE, GWM for faith-
ful, personable and compassionate home
health care. 7 years esperience. Excel-
lent referances. Randy, 281/650-2200 or
randynitex @ sbeglobal.net

= HEALTH AND BEAUTY
(FAIR), Food Addicts In Recavery

GLBT Open 12 Step Meeting,
www.foodaddictsinrecovery.com

- MASSAGE

licated

never du

often imitated

Julia Fraser, RMT
Swedish, deep tissue, Reiki,
chair massage
Inner Loop. Credit cards.
Gift certificates.
www.fitteenminutebreak.com
713/240-3110

John Rodriguez
q;q% Massage Therapist

3:-. T’, !
*Salveston Island

- 409/765-5863

jpaulrod @acl.com

Dave’s Hands
Know More Than He Does
Swedish » Polarity » Shiatsu
Hablo Piense y Hago Con Mis Manos

832/443-2229

Deep TIssue = SWeDISH

Massage THerapy

+ Full Body
* Feel Awesome
» Centrally Located
* Qutcalls Welcome
713-942-2399
T dagrs.feveningf.

gerCard asoaphod

VeaMes

= MASSAGE

HEALING HANDS. Caring and healing
hands with Swedish, Deap Tissue massage.
Balancing your fife by restoring flow and en-
ergy. Peaceful, relaxing and rejuvenating for
total health. AMT#2233. Howard Kanelakos

713/528-6174

Massage Therapv |
Therapeutic
& deep fissue
by Jason RMT
Mantrose area
713/524-5400
of
www.jasonrmt.com |

The Ultimate Relaxation
Cuts, Color, Highlights

Holistic Facials & Body Triming/Waxing

SkyBar Bldg * Wkends,too

“[TIIWF‘ITFT“
713:23095¢
"TTT.L‘.{THTI‘TTW 1e'col

Best Massage Therapist - 2005
OutSmart Readers Choice Awards

DERMA GLOW SPA
2325 San Jacinto
Houston, TX 77002
Waxing, Facials. Relaxation
and Deep Tissue Massage
Call Angel, Jose or Martha
713.659.2200

Jose
713.540.7544

MTH#014552

- MASSAGE

Profoundly
relaxing...
exceptionally
therapeutic

il

=

E

/

Paul Rutledge

713/592-0444

: tissue
-&uﬁ{’am massage

jai0ut Ca E Flexible Hours

MASSAGE. Relieve yourself of all tansion
with & full body massage in a quiet, private
atmosphere by a friendly 30 y.0. male therapist.
Bryan B32f247-4271

Lt !

@ 713.240.5163.

NN E —

call or Out call, Athletic Deep Tissue, Restorative Therapy,

Swedish Massage. Call for an Appointment. Located in the

Not satisfied with the work you've received. Call me! In
GallerialWestchase area. Call Gary

MASSAGE * Thera

Howell, R ge The |
r Qut C Days = Noon-Midnight
713,524
l 2, ?
| e Fledaicegpe
“In The Heighits"

Maturity and experience. Great rates,

Relaxing, therapeutic massage in private
| sludioin the Heights. 10 am - % pm week-
| days and weekends 12-10 pm. Call for
| appointment, Byron 713/202-9786. Visit

my website at www,classicmassage.
| com Four hands available.

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE, Tall
nuscular rn:,c Ii[E" S1ale censad, AMTA

nerloop. 75/, Mn«-- 713/963-9603.
| MkSS#.GE THEHAPIST

MJ‘ItGFC HANDS .
281/804-8027

* MASSAGE

TIOSSO0E.Com

Reward Yourself
ANICE TOUCH, RELAX-
ATION OF BODY AND
MIND BY

S

.| Massage Therapy
: Swedish,
A Deep Tissue Aro-

8l matherapy, Tropical
¥ > . Setting

f www.oasispalms.com
Paul@oasispalms.com

M 281-827-20908

« FOR SALE/SPECIALITY RETAIL

Fun Yard Art In Your C
arden

BOT W. Gray » 713.942.0010
Tues-Sat 10-6 « Sun 11-5

mmunity

= REAL ESTATE/FOR LEASE
1930s LOFT. 1 bed 1

bath, museum district
nin4 piex

Downtown sky-lir
parking. 832/545-8933

= REAL ESTATE/FOR SALE

Lovely - Quiet
Montrose two-stor CDI'IGO
in beautiful his
Westmoreland D!strict.
Just minutes from downtown), Galleria,
Rice U and Med, Center.
19-unit complex. 1.200+ sq. ft. unit,
new central air/heat,
large pool with heated spa.
Secunty gala with cameras.

A great investment fnr individual,
students or roommates.
Terre Coffman/Coldwell Banker
713/866-7805.

= REAL ESTATE/FOR SALE

FOR SALE 2507 MONTROSE 1/1 CONDO.
Stacked Washer/Dryer, Central Air, New Dish-
washer and stove. Gated. One space in parking
garage. Asking §60,000 By appointment anly
Pleass call 713/417-2223 for an appointment
Owner is licensed real estate agent.

= SERVICES

WWW.JEWELSPASSIONPARTIES.COM
Any night is pertect for a Passion Party. Educa-
tion, fun & confidential parties for adulls 18+
only. Sensual products 1o spice up yaur fibe.
Alsn, ask me how to earn $1K per month part
time, Call Jews| B32/853-2031

FREE Live HOT GAY CHAT

MANSCAN - PERSOMALS - MORE!

563-843-8844

Only L.D. Rates 18+ 24 HRS

Who's watching your
kids when you're away?
» Experienced
* Bonded
* Professional

Pet Settin
P.S. in the Hefghts
Call Daniel
713/869-3698

SERVICES OF THE
HEART
Let Thomas assist you
to honor lie’s speclal
events, Holy Unlons,
Memaorials

713/522-7626

NO JOB FREE
ESTIMATES

SHEETROCK REPAIRS » WALLP VAL |
PAINTING = TEXTURES » 8325673804

Never under estimate
the value of name recognition in DutSmart!

For advertising rates
all T13/520-1231

* TRANSPORTATION

www.libertycab.net
713.695. 6?00

Meeting Your
Transportation
MNeeds
24 Hrs.
a Day

Things in
Life You
CanTrust:

Grandma

Spot

An ad placed in Ou.Sman magazine
reauhe« loyal, interested readers.
CutSmart's circulation figures are
audited independently by Verified
Audit Circulation, your guarantee of
dn accurate count.

VERIFIED

‘ ' ALDIT CIRCULATION
wiww vertifledaudit. com
Verified Audit Circulation is a national
auditing service respected for over 50
years in the publishing industry.
Insist on Audited Circulations like
OutSmart.For advertising information
call 713/520-7237.

MARKETPLACE AD RATES

Marketplace Classifieds are per celumn Inch. Column inch width is 1.688. Word line ads are
30 words or less, plus $1 per additional word and 50 cents for all words in bold, Add additional
$6 per issue lo have your ciassified ad appear on our website. Ads can also be placed on our
secure wabsite at www.QutSmartMagazine,com

Marketplace1 Month 3 Mnnlh 6 Month
Color Boxed Ad rerincn 862 857
B/W Boxed Ad perinen 547 843
30-Word Line #.d g2y 525

Deadline; April 12 for the May 06 Issue. Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX, or Discover
Or FAX 11 713/522-3275. Sormy, we do not bill, Mail ad & payment to; QutSmart 3406 Auduban,
Haouston, TX 77006-4412. For mare information, call 713/520-7237

12 Month
552 547
538 $35
523 §22
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ACCOMMODATIONS

Sarasﬁ&ﬂ
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Leshian Yellow Pages

1 713
PulHL.UNDITIDNING,’HEMIN_G 3
Autumn Air
3036 Yala .. h a3
Tejas Alr Inc e
611

ﬁPﬂHTMENTS.’FDH LEASINE

Chateaux Ul]lon Apartments

Beverly Hill T13/626-3660
ASTROLOGER

E'rm;ﬁ.;a;a; Rstrology

Lb'ﬂ Leg
Main

H.I.'I(IDL Law &ruuu
1414 W Cl

Law Uﬂlcu of Mark Levin, ﬁt'um!\ ]

a3
Bl
o
F
=
&
i
o
E
=
-]
£}

AUT[I’\-!UTWE 'REPAIRS
s KEH

_CAB COMPANIES _ i

Liberty Cab

United Cab

Faa-0

MMMES’SP!RI'IIM CENTERS/TEMPLES

Bering M orlal
144

f'urmnulll ty EUSpEI GhLI[c%l 2]
305 Lillian = T13/880-923:
¥y Houston
5 Waugh/dignityh
lh._ Fel Iowshlp
nin, Ste 106
Covenant Christian Church
1311 Holman
Hn;urrecﬁan MCE

Perfection Plus Service

CLOTHING/FOOTWEAR _

QDM MI.INIT‘HNDNFRGF]T“.

Uulu rteers in Education &
713/62¢

Genter for Glinical Studles
e 4 13/528-8818

EF‘#H E:erutlw? & Prn!cssmnal Assaciation of
HOMSEAR erimemrimrnnionens s WiW,8paEH.0TY
Fresh ,ﬂ.:is. Cuallllon
W hi T13703-7171
G.w & Luh:a i [.u<n||\u|1|lg' Center

00 Manirt n 381

Hous!rn El"(!l"i Club

duuswn Depi. of Health & Human Service
AV/ETD Infollne 713/794-9020

H;'lll? Park Home Tour

. www. hydeparkunited.org

Fr‘lﬂ‘ n] ImDI:I

EDMFIITER‘;;FN'FEHNET lT ‘\E}WIL.E‘:

Atomar Communications/ !Anthony Bures
P AIEOR

E}uuv com

Heritage H-Jme Bo|lder5

Kitchen Wizards

m
LIVE NATION
aww livenation.con T13nE28-37 0
I'l'l|.><a11r

06 Geneses F131/521-n
Mnmrnsn Mining Company

5 Pacific 113/529-7 458
South Beach
810 Pacific Street b T13/529-T6

Theatre Under the Stars

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Allstate Financial Services/Ronnie Wh
136

FII'IJI'II‘,,I;H Ore/Bath Eldrldgi‘:

1500 NW Fre

GreenWhite Adwisors
1 1 ot St 104

Thi‘ Coach Kimmie S|!ur1=. ‘:luﬂln
erly Marier, P 3 Traing

Martial Fitness/Wes Rose,Personal |

Muhtle Merh.m r-stulm h'rmn

FLORIST
I—.H: Byhmmn

ce Boutique
Westhaimear
Male U We

wgimer 8104 ... 715

an Group

~ GROCERIES

Kroger
300 M ntrose

- HEALTH LI\RE -

« CHIROPRACTIC/THERAPY
[.mrnne*,r ank Chiropractic/Art Kaller D E.
3033 Chimney Rock
r—r.'.m:n Ghmpr-wl Nlmc-Fu:nandu ancn

400 Monfros
nlrhy Health&Wellness ['.L'nlemmE th 'N Le
3930 Kirby Or,, Ste. 108 713/526-5
!.I'Il!'s Crew/Dr, Dirk Hunter
1830 Kirby Or,, Sts. 108

8 GDLIN‘-ELII‘{I_G."TH_ER&PY -

Eeunu Suuuﬁ-rt Network/Daniel Barcas
440 Har WG2E-1017

y

ruII LHS'I'I' AGP

I:H:nson LI'-'ISH ACP

'ril‘ s II-.'
Eﬂhlllulﬁalces WS, LPC, lrnn
3 Vern i26-830
20 OFF INITTAL VISIT
David Genac, PhD
112 Fairview 713/899-3769

FI1 \fa‘ln-rc Phi
N i West

Lisa Wanmn

ELrucL' W SI11:11‘. ops

Miss
Iu(ll\'LU\]al' i]DW PA
530 Waugh

l.|1tSl ||Ieﬁ Ihnﬂy Mitchmaore I.IU:-

. Hl:le'H HFFWI[.EH»PRGDL‘CTS .

Iinuﬁtnrl Buyer's Club Discount u’lf.muls

1akLir F13520-5288

acy uommunrn.' Healrh Services/Montrose
nd 1hc' PE\E-iii;iPEE' Fund

{ASSAGE THERAPISTIYOGA »
E Alan Davidson, RMT/ /Essential Tou

20% DISCOUNT '.il,; 1AL S
Health I'Mster" School of Massage ThilalJ'r

Jog| Leal HMi

ncn Claude, FWIT

Diagniostic F_',e Canter
M

R, Sanders, MO, EA.C.5.
E ks AT

» PH‘I’SIG[ANS .
Rod Frazier, MD

1214 Hermann Dr #845 " 713521-0340
Schrader Clinic/Shannon Schrader, MD L5 1)
4101 Greenbriar, Ste 200 e T13MB261TIT

'=i in “q_n.gqss"mce qul:r-'nr‘hwm B.Irriu L1]
06 West 3/942-7546

The Laser and Cosmetic Surgery Genter of
Hnu&tnn Melissa Bogle, MD
3818 Buffalo

—_HOME FL|HN|5H|_;4_E§;_ACGE§§_UH|E&
Audlo Video Design
T300 SW Fravy T13TTE-8444
andnn Home Furnlslunm
BG48 il 2
ngh Fasn lon/Home

100 Trawvis & Eigin

IKEA v
7810 Katy Frwy 713/68¢

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

D-Dtll-] Willis, Insurance Agen!
www_dougwills. mw-in:

Jean Border, Insurance SDl‘Cfallil

Insurance Associates Group ’.}el‘fr?j T. B
3303 Lovisiana, Ste 130 g
Nationwide I|1‘suri1||€£
2621 § Shepherd, Ste 260
H.ub 8¢ |'IHIL‘[|"‘I Insurance i.rPnry-’Hrrnrri
ijah Kabalka

Aob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers/Rob
Schmerler

—_JEWELERS _
| .'\l r.!nras Irhu.eler-.
284 4ire Blvd

smen u“r- Jeweler

Hrlnsc |:|I||g & l'lr-s-un Inc

ry G ||n|-:"’l'llPa.|
bama

mrpy Talls I}up Spa 1

: Waugt 713/522-1143

PS5, Pat SITTIm_; Service in the Helghts

'Lmnscnpmc PODLS—

"F‘lHUT_UGHAPH'T'
Dalton DeHart Photography

Varsity Productions / John Conroy

G217 Edioe
Yvonne Feace Pholography
¥ nnafesce. com BI2/RTR-1053
PLUMBING _ Y

Larry French Entl.‘rE‘r.l 583

I PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

Cupvcrm
1201 -F We

PSYCHIC INTUITIVE READERS

Joe Paxion

TS Lilly Roddy Astrology
= 5205842
10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL READINGS

REAL EbTﬂTE SERVICES REALTORS.

Terre Coftman/Coldwell Banker
(15 Helghts Bivd

Bruce Chambers/Karen Darr 8- Assuc
115 Westhelmer

Juh crn’Kaan Derr & Assoc,

lvd . T137BT5-7

ulen FIImum’ICamr: Derr & Assur
545 Helghts E Fi

H Erltage Tax

Pr pperties

Loog South, Ste 1200

Brugce Hutmacher/Karen Derr & n::5|
545 Heights Blwd

Dana Gray/Gray Home Team

Www.grayhomateam.com

d ch' Hall/Deem Realty

Ke!ler Williams
ll.com 713/980-5111

gl thnutun Suzarrnn mmrsan Prnpzr
stheimer

Lioyd Lee/Remax
i4 FM 1960 West B32/335-9534

Jetfray Kuch:
15 San Felip

\lice Melott/Karen Derr & Assoc,
Ights Blva |
ihon da Pow Mdmn Durr & Assoc.

5 Haight 1
i 'neR-alt'a Grouﬁ-

d T153/858-4136

s/Karen Derr & Assoc.

4469

_REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE LENDERS
fiank of nmmcamalye Dunn
1908 Bis t, Ste 200
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Please be sure to tell them
you saw their ad in OutSmart.
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call 713/520-7237.
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SEE WHAT 2006 HAS IN STORE

FOR YOU

LILLY RODDY
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ASTROLOGER

. e
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PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

Past Life Regressions
Reiki Master

Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

713.529.5842

GIFT CERTIFICATES = CREDIT CARDS

Violed BEST ASTROLOGER
by OuiSmart Readers

lillycath@aol.com « www.lillyroddy.com

get FIT

it’s that simple

BERSONATRRAINING

713.667.7072
4676 Beechnut

* Houston, Tx
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WHO: Julia Baltimare

WHERE: Bartini
(1318 Westheimer,
713/626-2271)

WHAT'S UP: Bartini is one
of the venues for May 2-8
Houston Splosh activities
(see page 16).

CLUB 1415

DECADES

This

JEFFRIES

o

JR's BAR & GRILL
g 0 1

RICH'S HOUSTON

an Bel
(- Mﬁ i
J.H,D.UJCH 'J

Thursday Night Live

Urben | Vidua| Lounge

Hedda Layne
10pm

Discover the New World Diva

WWW.METEORHOUSTON.COM * 2306 Genesee @ Fairview * Houston, TX » 713.521.0123

L] Would you like your business to profit from this space?

Monthly Gay & Lesbian Spending Patterns
« DINES OUT 45 times per week + ATTENDS LIVE PERFORMANCES 2-3 times per month « GOES TO A CLUB OR BAR 2 times a week

) Call 713.520.7237
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2401 San Jo

RIPCORD

* Anxiety New Year, New Direction?
* Depression Start the year off right with a better direction
* Mood Disturbances for the coming vear. I will work with you to
find the answers and move toward your goals.
Are you ready to begin? Call Tony Carroll.

herlpe: * Intimacy
611 CLUB

* Relationships

* Family Concerns OQutSmart Magazine Readers’ Choice

+ Coming-Out Best Therapist 2003, 2004, 2005

» Sexuality THE EXPERIENCED THERAPIST WHO TEACHES YOU
HOW TGO GET THE MOST FROM YOUR THERAPY.

* |dentity Issues

s TONY CARROLL Lcsw

* Grief

» Transition _ Specializing in work with

Spring s Growih . individuals and couples
s ) from the gay, lesbian,
: bisexual and transgender
» Addiction ; community since 1981,

I'%'ANCH H[LL S.M.OON

B has pecked L

= Abuse

s Anger
nger Maost credit cards accepeed. For more

« Conflict Resolution Informatian visit www.HoustonTherapist.com

Galveston

GARZA'S KON TIKI

« Self-Esteem

THE PINK DOLPHIN « Self-Confidence

* Achievement

1006 MISSOURI ST. HOousToNTX 77006 1 13=-527-0000

Hawthorn's Victorian Resort Offars

* Free Hot Breakfast Daily
+ Free Intermet /
« Free Manager's R

tion Each

Wednesday Evening
* Spacious one and two bedroom suites
with private Gulfview balconles

UNDERCURRENT

e Kaist

rwin Grania

i Two Heated Swimming Pools for Year-Round Fun
CUrTE

+ Paradise Cove pool features a water drop
mushroom, a floating alligator, water cannon,
and zero level entry with bubbling jets to
tickle your toes

* Waterfall Lagoon pool has a romantic rock
waterfall with whirlpool

Beaumont

THE COPA

More Resort Amenities

* Fitness Center, Tennis Count, Pienic Pavilion
and Game Room

Group Sales & Cataering Service
* We offer a wide variety of meeting
opportunities for your events,

6300 Seawall « Galveston
800-231-6363
www.VictorianCondo.com

Bryan/College Station

HALO VIDEO BAR

Check Out Our Special Rates for Church Groups

Please contact our Group Sales Department at 800-231-6363, #2231.

AHSVRE

Caode

Send bor/club news fo clubguide@outsmartmagazing.com,
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by Lilly Roddy

he energies this month are a lot lighter than
we have experienced in several months and
should be easier to contend with. We anly
have Saturn going direct on the Sth and centinuing
her journey through Leo, This will place some extra
pressure on the fixed signs |Leo, Aquarius, Taurus,
and Scorpio] to get on with their decision-making.
= Easter this year is on the 16th, Easter is always
the first Sunday after the full Moon, as the Sun has
entered the sign o?Aries. * Gocd days this menth
are April 1,2, 3, 4, 15, 16, 19, 20, and 29, Days
to avoid activity are April 7.8 13,17 18, 24, ond
30, » The Sun is in Aries as we begin the month
and moves into Tourus on the 20th, Mercury is wad-
ing through Pisces ond fires into Aries on the 16th
Venus is in Aquarius but floats into lovely Pisces on
the 5th. Mars continues his journey through Gemini
but dives into Cancer on the 13th

ARIES (March 21 -April 19). As this is your Solar
Return time {birthday month), you are in the process
of finishing up things and about to restart your
yearly cycle. Try fo foke a few days before your
birthday for some reflection or meditation. Make
sure that you celebrate your fime of rebirth, reflec-
tive of the spring season. You can be very produc-
tive with your creative energy this year, buteach of
your personal projects must have a goal aftached
to- it. By mid-month, your focus shifts to home and
family. Unresolved issues with your family come to
the surface. Some of you will want to moke your

home a much more comfy ploce

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You are more d
Mars, planet of confrontation
moving rnro_gh your

rect than usual with
and action sign until mid-
This is a wonderful time to Degin any new
better it if is associated with your
career. You need a spark in that area of your life
Relafionships are a bit dicey, especially around
the 7th and Bth. fthere are problems, you can bet
they will be bailing over. Otherwise, if all is well in
your relationship areng, this is o great time fo get
oul and pr:rh'.- with that someone special. Sexua

EPE'F]EE:S are very sirong.

month

projecl—aeven

CANCER (lune 22-July 22). | could tell you that
this is @ busy fime, but | am sure you already know
that. This month there is @ strong focus on your
career. The period after the 13th is an excellent
fime to iniliate some new projects in that area
You are feeling rather restless,
motivated. You may not be the easiest persan to
get along with during the last part of the month
This may add some spice and some conflictin your
relationships. Try to make the best of this and don't
spiral into that “Why me?” whiny part of you. Cn
ancther front, you are certainly on o spiritual quest
for knowledge, ond you are trying to make your
universa g more n‘TE,-ng'red place. Try sper'-dl'ng
some fime with some philosophers. They can really
add to your life.

but you are extra

LEO (July 23-August 22). Saturn, planet of
discipline and goals, is moving forward in your
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TAURUS (April 20-May 20). The month
opens with you trying 1o focus on your career
and the friends in your life. Hopefully, with your
career you are really following your heart and
not just rying to do a job. Otherwise, you are
just dragging yourself to work each day. You
will find that friends and social arganizations
are very supportive and helpful at this time.
They can really provide you some direction
about your career, especially if you are con-
fused about a direction. Make sure that you
take some time for yourself by the end of the
month. You will need the rest and refreat.

sign this month. You will feel very molivoted to fix
the problems you have in your life or get rid of
the things that are causing the irritation. If you try
to avoid your responsibility, Saturn will be right
there with her guilt stick, moking sure that you are
feeling appropriately remersaful. Make sure that
the decisions that you make are the best for you

and not just made fo please others
will be discounted Ly those for whom you do these
things. Relationships are more tense because you
expect mare from them. Keep your expectations

5. Otherwise, you

very, very realistic

VIRGO (August 23-September 22|, With Mars
planet of action, moving through your career sec-
tor, you are ready to start new projects. You may
also appear to be impatient or a bit scattered,
especially around the 7th and Bth. Financial
matters are fHoating around in the back of your
brain. Don't delay. Get those taxes done so you
can feel free. Your relationship patterns are a bit
stole and create some distance between you and
your partner. Try to find something totally new and
different—the quirkier the better. Fcn'\l|y ties keep
maving away. If they are meant to return, they will
do so on their own

LIBRA (September 23-October 23). With the
planets in Aries, they really stimulate the relation
ship sector of your horascope. If you are single, this
s a great fime to get out and meet new people for
fun or for business. If you are attached to someone,
this is @ wonderful month to add some amusement
ta your relationship. Sometimes people use fights as
o substitute way of bringing each other togethar
Try not to be one of thase people. At work right
now, you are feeling a bit overwhelmed and
trapped. Change your work space, your hours, or
the locatian where you meet clients. This will reliave
some of the boredom.

SCORPIO (October 24-Movember 21). You
continue on this very busy time with your emphasis
focused on your work environment. You are getting

£

CRES

L

LISTRATICIN. DAY ID EDLIARDY

things cleaned up there and trying to get evarything
in its place. You feel that mess is causing you to lese
money and waste your time locking for stuff. Make
sure that you have time for fun and play during the
last half of the month. With your career, you are
ready to move ahead with new plans. Get ready
for this to kick in |'ig"11‘ after the 10th and ger another
boost with the New Moan an the 27th

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 -December
21). Home and fomily and security issues were the
center of attention in March, but with this month you
are ready for some time to get away fram routines
and busy schedules. You are feeling very creative.
A fun class or project could provide an outlet far
that. Your relationship arena is activated with
Mars, planet of sexual activity, visiting there until
mid-month. This is certainly not @ ime to be alone
Conflicts can arise in existing relationships. These
only represent issues that need to be addressed
instead of being swept under the rug.

CAPRICORN (December 22 -January 19). Your
interests this month are your home and family. You
are frying fo create the best environment to live in
that you can. You may be motivated to do some
rr_.‘r".-.':c:lerirg move, or |ust rearrange the furniture.
n addition, you will be feeling nostalgic about your
family and your past. This moy be o great fime fo
have everyone over tor an Easter celebration. Keep
an eye on your money and investments. You are
VY interested in Fir‘dil’:g a'way 1o make your i-_lh-re
more secure, and you are more conservative than
usual. Let your intuition be your guide

AQUARIUS (January 20
will feel more on track after the 5th of this
with Saturn going direct. You have been in some-
thing of a hold posifion since the end of the year.

February 18). You
manth

Your career confinues to keep you busy and is a
primary focus in your life. You are compelled fo
follow your intuition, and you are not able fo think
everything through. This is not so easy for you
water-nearers Re|mrlc-r-ﬁh|[_';1 need new long-term
goals and directions. This can be o time of renewa
or endings in thot area of your life. You cartainly
won't be indecisive.

PISCES [February 19-March 20). This month
brings you a time fo reevaluate your sense of self-
worth, review your talents and skills, and consider
seeking a pay raise al work. You are very active
and are putting yourself first. This can be a time that
you lock for ansther job if you are not recognized
or valued encugh where you work. Family can
bring some conflicts. Make sure that you want to
get involved and that you take your boundaries
with you MNext month is a very good fime for
you to meet someocne new, if you are single, or it
can see a real boost to your existing relationship.
Don't waste your time with people who don't ap-
preciate you

Rm** Lilly Roddy’s 2006 forecost, which appeared
in our January issue (“Word from Above”), at www
.outsmarfmagazine. com.

2004 Best Eye Doctor

Exams for glasses/contacts
Cataract Surgery

LASIK Surgery
Comprehensive Ophthalmology

in Houston!
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5420 Dashwood, Ste 101, Houston, Tx 77081
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visit the H-Town Today website: www.htowntoday.com

AUTUMN =

SALES - SERVICE - INSTAI.LATION

3036 Yale Street Houston Texas 77018
713.864.8368 fax: 713.864.8377
www, AutumnaAir.cc
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Marion E. Coleman
Your Community Image Inker!

* Top Famale Business person
* One of the Top Community Heros
2005 OutSmart Reader's Choice Awards

House of Coleman
Fine Printing & Graphics

901 WEST ALABAMA

HOUSTON, TX 77006-4693
713.523.9521 « FAX 713.524.9643
www.HouseofColeman.com
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OUT IN HOUSTON

1 At the Feb. 24 Executive and Professional Association of
Houston roden kick-off at Brazos River Bottom, Allen Balla (1)
greeted Puppet Pazzazz owner Greg Ruhe, beneath his creation,
Bossy Mae Beauvine

2 Richard Peoples competed as part of the Human Rights
Gampaign Houston team in the Jan. 14 Houston Marathan.

3 Bill Bridges ([) greeted actor/director Tommy Tune ("Gaily
In Tung,” January) following the Jan. 18 perfarmance of Or
Dolitiie at the Theatre Under The Stars Out at TUTS night at Arista
in the Hobby Center. On May 1, TUTS presents the fourth annual
Tommy Tune Awards for high school musical theater productions.

4 Human Rights Campaign president Joe Solmonese (second
from [y attended the Jan. 18 table-captains event at the Museum
of Fine Arts, Houston for the HRC Houston gala with (kr) event
chairs Matt Burrus, Fiona Dawson, and Alton LaDay. The
theme of the Apr. 29 gala at the Hilton Americas is the Roaning

20s Ball,

5 Participants in the monthly Queer Bingo hosted by the Houston
GLBT Community Center on Feb, 18 included Steven Bratsen;
Jerry Simoneaux; community center president Christopher
Bown: Terrence 0'Neil, CEQ of Amigos Volunteers in Education
and Service, February raffle beneficiary; Queer Bingo co-host
Cinnamon: and Daniel 6. Barza, AVES project coordinator
The next Queer Bingo fundraiser evening is April 15 at Club 1415

& Ellen Cohen, Democratic candidate for Texas House District
13, welcomed supporters to the opening of her campaign
headguarters on Jan. 19. Cohen faces Republican incumbent
Martha Wong in November.

7 Families that enjoyed the Dec. 3 Houston Gay & Lesbian Parents
house event included moms Debra Kearney (/) and
Linda Gibbs with sons Joshua, Jordan, and Freddy

8 Barry Ouellette (1) and Victor Martinez ("On Freedom's
Frontier," February) were amang the same-gender couples that
participated in the Feb. 17 protest at the county courthouse as
part of National Freedom To Marry Week, organized in Houston by
the Foundation for Family and Marriage Equality

9 The Feh 26 benefit for the Gulf Coast Archive and Museum

of GLAT History featured Marsha Mink (a.)ca. GBreg Davis),
Jimmy Carper, Sara Sjolander, and Judy Reeves. The
fundraiser at EJ's was part of the annual LUEY (Let Us Entertain
You) Weekend

10 Clay Allen () and Rashad Burgess from Atlanta and
Tonya Parker from Dallas joined Alex Martinez of Human
Rights Campaign Houston, and W. Jeffrey Campbell of Fresh
Start Church and St. Hope Foundation for the Feb. 4 Learning,
Loving and Living Well seminar at Sunnyside Multi-Service Center
hosted by Abbott Laboratories, Fresh Start, HRC Houston, Lambda
Legal, and St. Hope Foundation.

kel Your Choice Condominium

GALLERIA

THE BRISTOL

CONDOMINIUMS

Best Value

Highrise Condominium

3350 McCue Road
Houstan 77056
Sales Center

713.8400.9344

2 & 3 Bedrooms

from the low

$300’s-$500’s

2-level Penthouses
from the low

$900’s

www.TheBristolHighrise.com

BRAESWOOD
PARK

COMNPBOMINIUMS

Best Luxury Value
in Uptown-Galleria S‘I(JO:S - 8300

Sales Center 713.474.2400
2400 McCue Road, Houston, 77056

www.2400McCue.com

MED CENTER

Live Smanrter:
OWN - Don’t Rent

Sales Center
713.797.1770

2235 Braeswood Park Dr.
Houston 77030

§120%
- $180’s

www.BraeswoodParkCondos.com

@ Choice
Condeminiums, LLC

CondoSmart %cnﬂﬂlﬂlﬂide

Leve Smarier HOME LOANS

$160’s -
$300’s

Sales Center
713.795.8200

Luxury Living in the Heart of the Med Center

7BeN/ALENCIA

CONDOMINILIMS
1711 Old Spanish Trail, Houston 77054

www.TheValenciaCondos.com

.7 Sales Centers Open Daily
CHASE !.l www.ChoiceCondominiums.com @
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Townhomes

Inner-loop » Montrose
Stanford @ Welch
Spacious 3 Levels

Living Space—2.059 t0 2,979
From $399.000-8506.000
Downtown Views Available

PRIME Pre-construction

e | Incentives

_m__._ info@primehoustonrealty.com
COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL www.primehoustonrealty.com

Specializing in
New Construction | Joint Ventures

Investment/Income Properties COI.II'ItryW'ide

832.863.3039
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