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Posh?
Or just plain smart?

Now there’s an exclusive membership
that gives you access to manufacturer
prices on top brand-name home
furnishings, appliances, electronics
and more. Join today and get the look
you always wanted for your home
— without paying a dime in retail markup.

Hoama Furnishings » Home Improvement
Entertainment and Outdoor = Flooring = Accessories

D.nmknmrﬁmi B ®
The #1 way to buy direct for your Immey

— Houston Southwest - Houston fast

Ko dealers please
Daily Dpen Houses by appomtment only

(2l 1-800-218-0726 today or visit directbuy.com
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*Shipping and handling fees may apply.
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Stanford Oaks by CitiPlex Corporation
from $372,500
2,066 sqft., 3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths

absolute realty | 309 gray suite 108, houston, tx 77002 | p 713.522.8750 | 2absoluterealty.com

@ B countrywide
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the Sverage houstonian commutes 28 miles todvork everyday

you can save one pound of carbon dioxidetor every mile you don't drive

:
i

f 3

7280 extra miles per year

B it L L L R ——

:
1
i

et B A BB/ SIS & 1

1417 Vassar
$520,000
2]00 sqft., 2 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, w/study

from $319,900
2,050 sqft., 3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths

Kiam Sreet Townhomes by SKF Group




High End Furniture DOESN'T
Have To Be Expenswe
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DESIGNER }' ;
UPHOLSTERY |
SOFAS, CHAISE
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Is Just 7 Minutes From The Galleria!
SUNDAYS 12PM TO 6PM = M-S 10AM TQ 7PM

NOW PUBLISHING IN OUR 13 H YEAR!

D o) [TH] r{t

Houston's gay, lesbian, bl, and tram magaxine

Publisher

Associate Publisher |um:

Editor
Creative Director/Entertainment Editor

Senior Editor M
Graphic Artist

Contributing Writers

Photographers/lllustrators john

General Manager

Account Executives |

Web Content Manager

National Advertising Representative

Subscriptions: 3

E-mail address: [ettersilout
Website address:

AUDIT CIRCULATION

wiww verfedaudit.com

\' VERIFIED

It doesn’t matter who you’re sleeping with
when Snoring keeps you up all night.

Snoring, Sneezing, Stuffy?

You may be a candidate for The Pillar® Procedure

¥« How can I stop snoring?

_ The first objective at the center is to
L e identify the source of your snoring and
airway obstruction. Once the cause of your sleep
disturbance has been assessed, Dr. Pasha may
recommend nonsurgical or surgical methods to
address yvour breathing difficulties including
the latest in-office techniques such as the Pillar
Procedure or other surgical procedures that

specifically address the source of vour snoring
I \ 3 noring.

%)+ What is Obstructive Sleep Apnea
Syndrome (0OSAS)?

_=T‘*. o OSAS is a breathing disorder characterized
{"M e by brief interruptions of breathing during
sleep when airflow is blocked from the upper air-
way. During this blockage, one beecomes deprived of
oxygen from seconds to minutes which interrupts
sleep. OSAS may lead to minor problems such as
snoring and daytime sleepiness to life-threatening

conditions such as heart and lung disease.

Raza Pasha, vp

Board Certified: American Board of Otolaryngology

281.920.5558

www.breathefreely.com

Call 281.920.5558 for an
appointment or schedule an
appointment online at
www.breathefreely.com
by selecting the “Schedule
Appointment” button

[ ]
(Q e What is the Pillar® Procedure?

A" The Pillar® Procedure is the only implantable
4 % e FDA approved office procedure to treat primar-

ily snoring disorders and select cases of Sleep Apnea.
The most ecommon source of snoring is from the flui
tering of the soft palate (the soft part of the top of the
mouth) and the uvula (the *bell” at the back of the
throat) This technique lessens snoring by stiffening

the soft palate thereby reducing the vibration of the

soft palate.

Tus information iz for edue
¢ o physteian-pati

Pasha

Sinus &A[[ergy Center
Snoring & Sleep Center

West Houston Doctars' Clinic = 12121 Richmond Ave. Suite 304 » Houston, Texas 77082-243




VARSITY

4217 EDLOE
WEST U PLAZA
HOUSTON,TX
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JOHN CONRO

P
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PO R T FOLENG
www.varsityproductions.com

BUSINESS PORTRAITS

VARSITY PRODUCTIONS was established in 1995 by
Model/Photographer John Conroy. A native of upstate
New York, John started his career in NYC and has worked
throughout the USA and Europeon markets.

In addition to John's commercial clients, he enjoys developing
new talent with top agencies. One of the greatest talents of a
good photographer is to put his subjects at ease. John establishes
an immediate rapport with his clients to create beautiful images

that seem effortless.
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ARTISTIC SUCCESS

vith great pleasura 10 announce

Adrienne E. Brown
'RIDE-Houston Team Member
Houstorn

N june
n the rail

LOVE LETTERS?
HATE MAIL?
Send to Letters, 3406 Audubon Place,
Houston, TX 77006,
or e-mail to lettersi@outsmartmagazine.com.
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Where Medical Technology Meée

.ﬁA i ?Q'.':"il 4

ot

Call 1-866-GET-SONA"
WWW.SOnahouST#ﬁﬁi.ﬁ

THE
NATION'S
LEADING

Medical Director
? MEDSPA

Dr.R. J. Ybarra#

BOTOX® is a Registered

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS IN THE GALLERIA AREA
AND THE WOODLANDS MALL (above Pottery Barn)
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s as often as we can,” Moore confesses with a laugh. Before someone plans an intervention,
With TILE ROOF And STUCCO EXTERIOR $399,000 - $566,000

g's har trips are part of a training regimen. The two are one half of Team Galveston, the
group thal hopes to sweep the darts competition at the Chicago games (see more local competi-
pn page 29). Pictured here with fellow darts jocks Lin Hlanak, left, and Rodney Seiler, the two

OUtFront v \ND SHOOT. When they're not rellearsmg with Hnustﬂn Pride Band lur concerls during Gay (t" - F—— —— . - N——— s IS .
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m  Moore & Hunt, the Montrose-based law firm specializing in GLBT legal issues. : - Y 4

hed by David Lewis 7 ; P

OPEN HOUSE

@ Welch Townhomes

Saturday & Sunday
12 -4pm

DEVELOPMENTS BY

S R HOUSTON |
Suildes T Lt REALTY

© 1419 Monose m
© reden @ Hazel COMING SOON COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL

$369.000 - $439.000 Specializing in

New Construction | Joint Ventures
Investment/Income Properties

B Countrywide info@primehoustonrealty.com 832. 863 % 3039

www.primehoustonrealty.com




ROARING INTO
HOUSTON!?
LION

&
KING

THE

BEST AVAILABILITY: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday Evenings!

CALL IN PERSON PREMIUM
| ticketmaster Hobby Center TICKET PACKAGES
Py s e . . (713) 629-3700 Box Office Call ticketmaster
What ¥ 800 Bagby « Houston, TX
! m min k "t * GROUPS
mﬂﬁﬁi:ﬂ :Lmﬂum;:&’:xﬁ: :mqi:l: Y - ONLINE All OF 20 OR MORE CALL
community theater companies across the nation to mount productions b

_ anig - e ticketmaster.com Ticketmaster outlets (800) 889-8457
of the musical (and subsidizing the performance rights) in advance of ;

the December 25 premiere of the movie. Wisely seizing the opportu- SR - Tickets subject to applicable service charges. Performance prices, dates, times and cast are subject
nity, Country Playhouse opens its 50th anniversary season on July 7 ‘ . P © to change without notice. Orders limited to 8 tickets per person. Other restrictions may apply.

with Dreamgiris, helmed by the venerable Houston director Ron Jones.
He calls the show “the quintessential musical of the '80s”—perhaps
JULY 6-AUGUST 13
HOBBY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS  HOUSTON

best known for launching Bayou City diva lennifer Holiday to Broadway
") SPA, e

stardom with the show-stopping number “(And | Am Telling You) I'm Not *
BROADWAY F,l.\i ACROSS AMERICA disneyonbroadway.com

EDISNEY

cast includes (I-r) Roemia Thompson, Ty Moore, and Tamara Siler.

Going." Photographed backstage at a rehearsal, the Country Playhouse # Sep
HOUSTON

Photographed by Yvonne Feece
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Tree house in the city! Nicely updated
2 bed, 2 bath Montrose condo nestled in
the trees with open spaces and plenty of
light. $122,000 Call Bruce Chambers at
713-822-1577

Beautiful 3 bed, 1.5 free stand-
ing Montrose TH has lots of light
with large double paned windows and
a stunning gourmet kitchen. $319,000
Call Bruce Chambers at 713-822-1577.

Stunning renovation in this stately
4 bed, 3 bath Montrose home with
gourmet kitchen, recessed lighting, spar-
kling lagoon pool with spa and so much
more! $499,000 Call Bruce Chambers
at 713-822-1577

Bruce Chambers

Independent Realtor Executive

713-822-1577

Harcn DEfaa & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDOF FLYERS @ KARENDERR.COM

Sensational 3 /4 bed, 2.5 bath home
in well eswablished neighborhood has
wonderful layout with cathedral ceilings,
lush landscaping and more! $159, 750 Call
Glen Fillmore at 713-875-9482.

Just in time for summer! Immaculate
4 bed, 2.5 bath Inwoed home with 20 fo
ceilings, 2 story double-sided fireplace,
upstairs lofrand sparkling pool! $179,500
Call Glen Flllmore at 713-875-9482.

This 2/3 bed, 1 bath Sunset
Heights home has been updated
maintaining its classic charm. High
ceilings, hardwoods and wrap around
porch are justa few of the wonderful
features of this home. $229,000 Call
Glen Fillmore at 713-875-9481.

Glen Fillmore

Senior Realtor Executive
713-875-9482

JUST LISTED! 3/2 Galveston bay/
beach home with 2 covered decks

for BIG protected waterviews of bay
in |sla del Sol. Beach & boat from here.
$239,000, is below market! Call Dana &
Alice at 713-598-1126.

Galveston W. End canal homesite
in new eco-friendly, gated subdi-
vision. Views to Gulf plus bay. Call
Dana & Alice to tour all the world-
class amentities! $288,000 Call Dana
& Alice at 713-598-1126.

NEW LOW PRICE $595,000. Cus-
tom 3/2.5 Galveston W. Bay canal
home wibig bay views in |lovely Isla del
Sol. Impact doors & windows: Lg. master
views bay from private deck! Landscaped
& fenced. Entertaining full-time, relaxing
life! Call Dana & Alice at 713-598-1126

Dana Shinn
& Alice Melott

713-598-1126

HAREM DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS @ KABENDERR. COM

Historic  landmark in
downtown Galveston, just
4 blocks from The Strand, sur-
rounded by great restaurants,
shopping & so much more,
23 upscale units with granite
counter-tops, stained cabinets,
stainless appliances, hardwood
floors, marble backsplashes,
tiled baths & lots of naw-
ral light. Amenities include a
swimming pool, workout
room, party room, private on-site parking, nice desks, private storage
and a beautiful two story courtyard. Starting in the $200s Call Karen
Derr at 713-875-7050.

[
Historic Queen Ann Yictorian 3

bed, 3 bath Montrose home has
beautiful doors with transoms, 11 ft cell-
ings, hardwoods and more, all on a cor-
ner lot! $599,746 Call Bob Beszborn at
281-650-2716,

2 "8 Bob Breszborn
,’f -,-5 Independent Realtor Executive

- @l 281-650-2726

KAREN DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS @ KARENDERR COM \" HAapEn DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—ViEw POF FLYERS @ KanenDERR.COM

KAREN DERR

& ASSOCIATES REALTY

Stunning elegance in this 4 bed, 3.5
bath Lake Houston home with pro-
fessional design and stately pool com-
plete with 3 water walls and lush land-
scaping. $242,900 Call Brian Teichman at
713-858-4136.

Brian Telchman

Independent Realtor Executive
713-858-4136

2 bed, 2.5 bath condo in Westbury
Square. 1440 sq fr priced ac $79,000.
Large walk-in closets. Close to Galleria
and Meyerland Shopping Center. Call Clif-
ford Johnson at 713-819-0519.

Clifford Johnson

Independent Realtor Executive
713-819-0519

HaAREN DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW POF FLYERS @ KARENDERR.COM

Wonderfully large 4/5 bed, 3.5 bath
home on quiet Heights street by
Premier Yictorian with a media room,
large master suite downseairs, unfinished
quarters and more! $789,900 Call Karen
Derr ac 713-875-7050.

Cool 4 bed, 2.5 bath Modern is a
home of grace and substance in Hill-
{ shire \filla.ge. Vaulted ceilings, walnut

block paneling, terazzo floors. Large loc
%£519.900 Call Karen Derrat 713-875-7050

3 bed PLUS study and 2 full bath
Woodland Heights beauty with origi-
nal charm and updates. Open floor plan,
wood floors, high ceilings, large front
porch and big screened living area off
kitchen, $347.900 Call Karen Derr at
713-875-7050

Karen Derr
Owner & Broker

713-875-7050

KAREN DENR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS @ KARENDERF.COM

KAREN DERR
& ASSOCIATES REALTY
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GrayHomeTeam.com

Inner & Near Loop Real Estare

Roberr Gray 717.298.1481
Dana Gray 713.540.5379

m
I L
610% Hamman St. $790's

New Single Family Home in Memorial Park Anea

5 hdawm +swudy/2.5barhs, hedwds, granite, stone,

privare vard is large enough for A pool

!

Wichman Lohrs From $290's

New moders rownbiones, Mosmose/Studemonr,

Wanm Modenny Finishes, (]|ll n Living Spaces,
Hardwoods, Awesome Dowsrows Views!

i -
LaBranch Lofrs From $309's
Museum Disiricr Townhomes, 2 available
Downrows Views, Decks olf Frd level,

Hardwoods, 2 bdam +study/2.9

92 New Deswis Lobs For Lease - Frow S2300/ w0
4216 B Childness - West U Aren TH - $330°s
Gibson Lobs < West Exd Modery Homes - SF0 s+
4001 Essex L - Sleek Modern SF - S1.37mil
Knox Lolrs - New lofs THs - From $280's

[tk METRo
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Private Lives cast at Main Street Theater

Claire Hart-Palumbo directs Private Lives by great gay playwright No&l Coward at Main Street
Theater, July 5-30. $10-$35. Tickets: 713/524-6706, www.mainstreettheater.com.

Harrison Guy, formerly of Bartini, brings drag

to Fitzgerald's beginning July 9, 8 p.m., 10
p.m., and midnight. “The vision is to pattern our
show after the LaCage in Vegas or The Baton in
Chicago," Guy says. His Black Diamond Revue
cast will tackle celebrity illusions and per-

form their own musical numbers. $5. Tickets
713/862-3838, www.fitzlive.com.

More than 500 attendees enjoyed
Tansu in the Houston Heights’
Origami Festival |ast year. Any
way you ook at it, that's a lot of
folded paper. This year's fastival,
through July 9, offers more exhibits,
free demonstrations, and hands-on
workshops taught by noted origami
artists who include Kyle Fu, one of
the forces behind a planned origami
museum set to open soon. Master
origami artist Linda Mihara head-
lines. She is the artist responsible
for the effects featured in a new
Mitsubishi Endeavor commercial

in which a car travels through an
animated paper landscape. Details:
713/880-5100, www.tansustyle.com

World-famous Cuban illusionist Venezuela
Maria Concepcion de los Angeles Valdez Valejo
Gonzales (a.k.a. Gilbert Perez) and her sidekick,
Ms. Lucy O'Ball {a.k.a. Matthew West), serve as
auctioneers at Luck of the Draw 5, the July 13
DiverseWorks benefit auction and exhibition
of works of art, some by community figures
including Patrick Palmer. Doors open at 6:30
p.m., drawing begins at 8 p.m. $25 admission,
$100-$125 to purchase art. Details: 713/223-
8346, www.diverseworks.org.

One of the biggest drag fundraisers of the sum-
mer, the Mr. and Miss Mint Julep Pageant,
supports the many programs of Legacy Com-

munity Health Services. Set for July 16, 3 p.m.,

the show has moved to Rich's and features
the talents of Shy Anne, Austin Babtist Women,
and the reigning Miss Mint Julep, Kay Sedilla.
Details: Sonna Alton, 713/830-3015

Looking ahead: It's time for the 16th presenta-
tion of 10 x 10, a presentation of 10 different
10-minute plays penned by 10 local authors.

Origami artist Linda Mihara at Tansu

Watch for the gay twists in Who's Afraid of
Edward Albee and Cookies, Aug. 18-19,
25-26, B p.m., and Aug. 20, 3 p.m., at Houston
Community College’s Lab One Theatre. Tickets:
$10-512. Reservations: 281/785-0487.

Theatre New West artistic director Joe Watts
plans to open his production of The Normal
Heart at Bering & James Gallery in mid-Au-
gust (dates not available at press time). Details:
713/522-2204.

More: www.outsmartmagazine.com

Where do you turn when
you know you need help
but can't afford it?

The people at Legacy Community Health
Services are dedicated to improving your
life by providing a full range of services that
meet your needs. At Legacy they really care
about you as an individual, and that makes
all the difference in the world!

Primary HIV Healthcare

Comprehensive HIV Healthcare is available to
individuals at low or no cost.

Services included:

« Primary Helathcare ®
« Low or No Cost Doctor Visits

« Body Positive Wellness Center

« Medication Assistance

+ On-Site Pharmacy

« Referral Servies

e aACY e

Community Health Services

215 Westheimer Houston, Texas 77006
713-830-3000 www.LegacyCommunityHealth.org

We accept Medicaid, Medicare
and many private insurance plans.

Extraordinary Healthcare for Extraordinary People.




by Nancy Ford

What a World, What a World . ..

What a long, strange trip it’s been

his past month, besides rejoining

my friends at OutSmart following a

long, arduous absence, I celebrated
another momentous occasion. This past June
20 marked the 29th anniversary of my first
same-sex kiss—the first same-sex kiss that
mattered, not one that was slathered on my
cheek at a family reunion.

Want the gory, That '70s Show-like
details?

[t was 1977. | was spending the evening
with my best friend from high school, as
we did religiously, at least weekly, while
our respective husbands worked the night
shift.

Best friend. Mm-hmm.

She had been mowing the lawn, her
supple, sweaty upper arms glistening in
the waning Ohio summer solstice sun. We
had spent the previous couple of years
lamenting how boys in our high school
were all too yucky to date. But somehow we
managed to find a couple to marry.

Yucky boys. Mm-hmm.

But before we graduated, before we

married boys, we had vowed il

to move to New York City

.'}:.l'_;

together—she pursuing
her fashion career, | burn-
ing up the Big Apple as a
writer and comedian. And
we would live happily ever
after. T
But back to 1977. 1 can
still taste the Riunite on ice (so nice). I can

b bbbk b kb s

still see the harvest gold shag carpet in her
living room as we rolled around in our silly,
spontaneous wrestling match. I can still
feel the previously unmatched exhilaration
as our clumsy, innocent grappling turned
into something else. And then bam! came
the kiss that turned my world around

Ohhh, 1 remember thinking. This is
what it is that’s made me feel “different” for
the previous 21 years! This was why, when
I kissed my hushand—who I truly did love,
I thought—soemething always seemed to be
missing.

Mm-hmm. I finally got it.

I drove home, dazed. The trip back

18 JULY 2006 OutSmart

up Route 14 to Kent, where I lived, from
Lisbon, where Best Friend lived, con-
tained a fork in the road—a real one. As

I swerved my 1975 fire-engine red Ford
LTD Brougham with the opera windows
and vinyl roof through that fork toward my

bpgndnibdat l||nr+|i|l?lll bbb b AT

waiting, soon-to-he-reassigned husband,
the fork's metaphoric significance was not
lost on me

At that moment an unmistakable voice
in my head told me this night was different
from all other nights, from all other nights,
yet it was nowhere near Passover. This
night presented far more than a choice of
highways in front of me: It was destiny.
Make that lestiny. Since that night, except
for the occasional glance up to the mirror
to see who might be trying to rear-end me,
I've never looked back

Little did I know, a whole movement
was brewing that summer that would
confirm my choice of fork for the next 29+

vears. As Best Friend and | lolled around
on that shag carpet, gay men, lesbians,
and transfolk nationwide were organizing
their response to Anita Bryant's legendary
antigay “Save Our Children” campaign in
Florida. In Houston, thousands of women
were crashing on living room floors, shag
carpeted or otherwise, of friends they had

just met for the National Women's Confer-

ence, calling for more leshian visibility in
the feminist movement. And lawmakers in
Austin had just introduced §21.06 of the
Texas Penal Code, the sodomy law that
would stay on the books until that happy
day three years ago when U.S. Supreme
Court struck it down with Lawrence v
Texas.

Yes, what a long, long strange tnip it's
been. Today, Best Friend and her husband
(a different, better one) are living happily
in Magnolia with their beautiful, brilliant
daughter. I, having followed her to Texas
in 1981, continue my comedy and writing
pursuits, burning up hard drive space on
my laptop, living happily, gaily, ever after.
And 29 years of un-

interrupted service to

MM“ 1977 | mmm&“u& the GLBT community,

gk & pounds gained and

one official divorce,

1,500 miles, more

than a few lovers and

= J_lp:u_'zrvl-l_l:—nrr-l_:l'rt_:\.llr-_pll'.,'. - lost (and sometimes

gained back again),
five ihr‘[‘Ridvms, way o many prematuare
burials, and 25 Pride parades later, I have
learned a few things: Follow vour instinct
Live and let live. Don't talk to strangers,
unless they're buying.

And when this long, strange trip takes
you in a big ol’ circle, just relax, keep one
foot on the floor, and get used to having the
spins.

But above all, never, never, never say
Never.

Naney Ford is the new senior editor of Out-
Smart. Mark your calendars now for the June
20, 2007, event celebrating the 30th anniver-

sary of her first same-sex kiss,
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Iencoumge anyone to support the four
compassionate care programs of Bering
Omega and help continue the vision and
missian of my grandmother, Eleanor
Munger, when she started Bering Omega's
Residential Hospice, Omega House. .. to
provide a safe and loving home where
people living with HIV/AIDS can live their
last days in dignity and peace.

You can show your support in various
ways through donating your time, talent
and treasure. And to anyone who produces
this ad, and buys or sells through me | will
contribute $100 to Bering Omega in your
name at the closing and funding of your
transaction,

For more information on Bering Omega
please visit their website at
www.beringomega.org Thank You.
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by Daryl Moore

MARRIAGE ON THE ROCKS

But same-sex weddings aren’t the culprit

ast month, a proposed constitutional
amendment that would ban gay
marriage failed in the U.S. Senate
by a vote of 49-48. The vote was not as
close as it sounds, since a two-thirds major-

ity is required to approve a eonstitutional
amendment.

The nearly even vote in the Senate re-
flects roughly the mood in America regarding
amending the constitution to ban gay mar-
riages. A Gallup poll conducted just before
the vote showed that half of all Americans
support an amendment banning gay mar-
riage. The strongest support comes from
evangelical Christians, of whom 83 percent
support a constitutional amendment banning
gays and lesbhians from ever marrying.

Ask most evangelicals why they support
a constitutional marriage amendment and
they will tell you they are defending mar-
riage, the traditional American family, and
family values. It's hard to tell what they're

i AUTO ACCIDENTS
7 DWI
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defending marriage, families, and values
from. If'it's from gays and lesbians, evangeli-
cals need not worry. Marriage and traditional
families and their values are indeed on the
rocks in America, but gays and lesbians and
their desire to marry have nothing to do with
that sad fact.

America’s divorce rate is currently clos-
ing in on 50 percent. And it's the red states
that supportied Bush in 2004—the Bible Belt
states full of evangelicals—that lead the
pack, rushing to end their sacred marriages
through divorce, Indeed, data from the U.S.
Census Bureau reveals that divorce rates
in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia,
Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma,
South Carolina, and Texas are well above
the national average when it comes to di-
vorce. Conversely, Massachusetts—the only
state to officially recognize same-sex mar-
ringe—has one of the lowest divorce rates
in the country.

‘all Mark Summer _ér John Wald
for ltation

Your Free Consu

el

Of individuals who call themselves “born-
again Christians,” more than a third of those
individuals divorce. Among divorced Chris-
tians, nearly a quarter get divorced two or
more times. In short, if marriage in America
is under attack, then straight couples should
gimply eall a truce with one another instead
of speed-dialing their respective divorce
lawyers.

If marriages aren’t doing well in evan-
gelical households, traditional families are
faring worse. For example, in Lowsiana, Mis-
sissippi, and South Carolina, 42 percent of all
children are born out of wedlock. Acearding to
an express finding made by Congress when
it passed the Welfare Reform Act of 1996, by
the year 2015, 50 percent of all children will
be born out of wedlock. Suffice it to say, these
are not all children born to gays and lesbians
who are unable to marry.

I suppose it's easier for evangelical

inved on page 22
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OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

WHERE ARE THE WEDDINGS?

There are reasons we haven'’t seen a flood of same-sex marriages

he Institute for Marriage and Public

Policy, which opposes gay marriage,

recently issued a new report finding
that relatively few gay couples are getting
married in jurisdictions where gay marriage
is permitted. Is this correct? If it is, why are
there so few gay marriages so far?

Here's a summary of the findings from
the report;

“The highest estimate to date of the pro-
portion of gays and lesbians who have mar-
ried in any jurisdiction where it is available
is 16.7% (Massachusetts), More typically, our
survey of marriage statistics from various
countries that legally recognize same-sex
unions suggests that today between 1% and
5% of gays and lesbians have entered into a
same-sex marriage.”

The report derives these numbers by
comparing the total number of same-sex
marriages in a jurisdiction to an estimate of
the total number of adult homosexuals in the

jurisdiction (based on survey data). While we
could quibble over the estimates of the num-
ber of gays in a given jurisdiction, the report
uses a range of reasonable assumptions.

Which way do these preliminary findings
cut? On the one hand, the report gives some
ammunition to opponents of gay marriage,
who may argue that marriage will have little
practical impact among gays. The legal ben-
efits of marriage will remain unavailable to
the many gays who don't marry.

On the other hand, even assuming that
marriage rates among gays remain low,
there will still be legal, social, and other
practical benefits to those gay couples who
do choose to marry. To them, marriage will
be important regardless of whether others
choose to marry.

Low marriage rates among gays make
it even harder to see how this tiny fraction
of the population will cause any practical
harm to marriage as an institution (such as

by the flaunting of non-monogamous behav-
ior by some gay male couples). Of course, if
you believe that a “change in the definition
of marriage” to include same-gex couples is
itself harmful to marriage, then marriage will
be worse off even if no gay couple actually
gets married—but vou don't need studies to
malke this argument. To me, this definitional
fear has always seemed far too abstract to
count for much.

Assuming it's true that relatively few
gay couples are getting married where it is
allowed, why is that the caze? Many reasons
come to mind, especially the fact that even
now a gay married couple in Massachusetts
is not considered “married” by the federal
government and 49 states. This complicates
their legal status and precludes them from
getting the full benefit of marriage.

Let me address four additional reasons
for mitially low gay-marriage rates. First,
the idea of marriage is still novel to —

For your first impression.
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performance. Consider Infiniti’s record for
exceptional service, From the moment you
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your experience extremely pleasurable and
absolutely unforgettable.

% 2006 Infiniti
- 035 Sedan

= w/Sunroof

\>

INFINITI

All New Redesignéd v
2006 Infiniti FX35

Several To Choose
At This Price

539,280 «5439wo-

Proudly Serving the
GLBT Community!

Model #9056 TF

$33,1005359:%

2006 Infiniti
G35 Coupe

Several To C

533,700‘“5399MO=

All New 2006

A _ Infiniti M35

Robert johnson
Infiniti Specialist

541,57 05547 9uc:

FREE_ LOANER
CARS

Infiniti Specialist

FREE 2 YEAR / 24,000 MILE TOTAL
FACTORY MAINTENANCE ON ALL NEW INFINITIS

I-45 North @ FM 1960
281-569-3100 or 1-866-694-2787
www.northhoustoninfiniti.com

1) 24 Month IFS Lease, $2600 Down + TT&L + 1st Pymt _Due @ Delivery, Residual $22,508 2) 42 Month Lease,
§$3433 + TT&L + 1st Payment Due @ Delivery, Residual $18129 3) 42 Month Lease, $3414 + TT&L + 1st Payment
Due @ Delivery, Residual $22,032 4) 48 Month Lease, $4978 + TT&L + 1st Pymt Due @ Delivery, Residual $13,114.
All Leases w/No Security Deposit & wiApproved. Offers Good Thru 07/31/06.

Certified IMAGO Relationship Therapist
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor
24 Years Counseling Experience

DENISE O’DOA_HERI)’
2730 KIRBY DR., STE. 910 * HOUSTON, 77098

(713) 524-9525

22 JUlY 20086 OutSmart

m continued from page 20

preachers to stand in their pulpits and talk
about queers and gay marriage than it 1s
for them to look out over their respeetive
congregations—which include divorced
pecple, raging and recovering alcoholies,
and adulterers—and encourage those same
congregants to forget about gay marrage
and to foeus instead on supporting a consti-
tutional amendment with some teeth in it,
one that defines “marriage” as a “lifetime
union between one man and one woman,” and
one that constitutionally prohibits divoree,
adultery, spousal abuse, aleoholism, and
all the other offenses that cause traditional
marriages to implode,

I understand that marriage is such a
sacred concept to some people that they be-
lieve they should get two or three shots at it
After all, more than two-thirds of all divorced
persons in the United States remarry within
10 years of their divorce, Perhaps that's why
at least five U.S. senators who recently sup-
ported the failed marriage amendment have
been divorced at least once (Allen, Republi
can of Virginia; Bond, Republican of Mis-
souri; Hutchison, Republican of Texas; and
McConnell, Republican of Kentucky), and
one is married to a divorcee (Dole, Republi-
can of North Carolina). These twice-married
senators represent well their multiple-mar-
riage constituents. So much, though, for the
concept of “what God has joined together, let
no man put asunder” (Matthew 19:6)

Still, the 83 percent of evangelicals who
support a constitutional amendment banning
gay marriage and I do agree about one thing:
Marriage is on the rocks in America. But, it
is the evangelicals, more than anyone else in
America, who put it there.

Except for a few gay couples in Massachu-
setts, the gay and lesbian community hasn't
gotten to take a shot at the institution of mar-
riage vet. If and when we finally do, it will
take real commitment on pur part to treat
the sacrament with as much contempt as our
“born-again” brothers and sisters have

Writing from the [iberal side, Houston attorney
Daryl Moore has a general practice and is board
certified in civil appellate law

gay people. As the report suggests, such
novelty can produce excitement. But it can
also produce fear, specifically fear of the
unknown. Britney Spears aside, I doubt
many people get married for the novelty
of it. Marriage is a huge legal and social
commitment. People who have never even
imagined it would be a progpeet in their lives
are understandably hesitant.

Second, gay couples have no gay married
role models to follow. Along the same line,
there is as yet no peer or familial expecta-

tion that one will get married, as there is for

straight persons.

Third, without the social encouragement
and support that marriage provides for
relationship formation, there are probably
relatively fewer long-term and stable gay
couples to begin with, and thus relatively
fewer couples who would immediately demand
marriages. As new relationships are formed
under a regime of marriage, more gay couples
will eventually reach the point where someone
pops the question, “Will you marry me?”

Fourth, reinforcing the fear of the un-
known is the fact that many gay people have
actually constructed an oppositional identity
for themselves partly based on their exclu-
sion from marriage. Excluded from marriage,
1!1:_—_‘.' have made a virtue of this necessity.

This oppositional identity takes many
forms in the writings of queer theorists and
in the things even ordinary gay people can
be heard to say when the subject of marriage
arises. One hears expressions like “We don't
need marriage with all its patriarchal and
heterosexist 11';l_p|)1'.'l;f_-c_"l'i=', “T don't want to
mimic straight people.” Or, “Marriage 1s such
a mess, With 50 percent divorce rates, why
would we want to join it7" Or, “Just give us
the benefits of marriage and you can keep
the word.”

Some people will retain this oppositional
identity no matter how much time passes.
But for others, primarily those younger
people whose identities are formed in an en-
vironment where marriage is an eption, op
positional identity of this sort should fade.

All of this suggests there will be an
adjustment period of some duration while
more marriage-inclined gay couples form and
while marriage becomes a comfortable and
normatively appealing option to them

I doubt that marriage rates among gavs
will ever equal marriage rates among hetero-
sexuals, |:1'i|n;:r‘ﬂ_k' because oay '.'L'JU].J]PF will
be less likely to raise children. Even after
marriage culture settles in, straight couples
will be most likely to get married, followed
by lesbian couples (who are more likely to
raise children than gay males), followed by
gay male couples. But a disparity in marriage
rates among heterosexual and homosexual
couples is not an argument in itself against
recognizing same-sex marriages.

Whatever our views of gay marriage, we
should not be surprised to find gay couples
and eommunities taking things slowly.

Writing from the conservative side, Dale Car-
penter began hits column for OutSmart in 1994,
when he lived in Houston. Now residing in Min-
neapolis, Carpenter is a University of Minnesota
Law School professor,

Edwin E. Cordray, D.DS.
§ Barbara B. Johnson, D.D.S.
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InsideQut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

CHANGE IS GOOD

A transgender cop comes out, and the mayor’s city budget restores critical funds

ow! Last month I wrote about my
50th birthday and some of the
tremendous changes in the GLBT

movement I've :‘xpf‘r'u-['lL'L:L! as [_u'u'{i(‘i;_'n‘l:]]
and observer.

On June 10, the Chronicle featured a
49-year-old HPD sergeant’s announcement
of plans to undergo a sex-change operation
to become the woman she has always felt
she was. Sitting beside Sgt. Julia Oliver at
the news conference was Hans Marticiuc,
president of the Houston Police Officer’s
Union, who said the department will sup-
port the sergeant’s transition and offer any
assistance. What a giant step forward!

[ salute Sgt. Oliver's courage to come out
as HPD's first transgender officer. [ also ap-
plaud Marticiuc’s sensitivity and professional-
ism. | expect and hope that HPD does not just
meet the letter of the law, but that it honors
the spirit of the city’s 1998 non-discrimina-
tion ordinance. The department also needs to

Smart
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i n
Sandy White CFP° CFS

%% GREENWHITE

ACSD WAL 8 OV SRS
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pass along these sentiments to rank-and-file
officers. As a City Council member, I fought to
pass the ordinance protecting gay and lesbian
municipal employees and to include specific
wording to protect the transgendered

Full Speed Ahead

Like a sailor with a strong wind to his back,

Mayor Bill White is taking advantage of

the city’s robust economie health to restore
funding to traditional budget scapegoats like
the health, parks, and library departments
as well as the Bureau of Animal Regulation
and Care (BARC) while continuing to boost
police and fire t||-!|,'||'i!.|l--||I ||LLn|;f='I.--

The mayor’s $1.8 hillion general fund
budget is easily one of the most forward
looking budgets in memory. The budget
for fiscal year 2007, which begins July 1,
restores funding levels in departments that
experienced painful cuts in recent lean years.

Parks even got a much-needed boost with

»
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36 manth leash 10,500 miles per year, $2,649 due at signing, plus tax, 1
paymant and securlty-fepasit throtigh FMEC with approved earadit, all inc enlwes applied,

281.592.2611 | TOLL FREE: 800.924.1697

the addition of two major parks—the new
downtown park adjacent to the convention
center and a 5,000-acre Lake Houston Park
As you may know, Houston ranks near the
bottom of major cities in per-capita parkland
and has been playing a desperate game of
catch-up. Several large properties are consid
ered “parks,” but they're mostly undeveloped
because of lack of funds.

The mayor wants to boost funding for
BARC by at least $170,000, This is long
overdue. He just hired a progressive new
BARC director from Dallas to boost adoptions
and reduce the city's horrific euthanasia
rate. (By the way, BARC is still the area’s
cheapest animal adoption center—only $45
Contacts: 713/238-9600, www.houstontx
gov/health/BARC

HIV/AIDS Funding
The city’s HIV/AIDS funding could use
a similar boost. It's been stuck below +
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InsideOut
continued from page 24
. Sy A= $300,000 for several years and remains one
J- ,J JJ ! r. jfa-. ; of the lowest—if not the lowest—of any ma-
" jor city. Both At-Large Council Member Sue
- Lovell and District D Couneil Member Ad:
_LJJ-UJ Jj MJ‘p IJ-LJI:JJJ Edwards have submitted budget priorities
asking for at least $500,000.
“Budget surplus.” I love the sound of my
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painful than cutting essential services, like
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welcomed everyone, including New Urleans
gangs and other criminals. Houston’s crime
spike couldn’t have come at a worse time with
so many police officers retiring. Although

we can never pay some officers enough
for msking their lives, the Fr-.r||L‘r contract
boosted salaries and pension benefits to the

point that many officers opt to retire after
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Houston jocks aim high for summer competition in Chicago and Montreal

his month, a corps of gay,
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender
athletes from the Houston area
will compete on the international
stage at the Gay Games VII Sports
and Cultural Festival in Chicago and
at the 1st World Outgames in Montreal.
(The backstory: The Gay Games were
originally set for Montreal, but after a
financial spat, the organizers decamped
and relocated to Illinois. Meanwhile,
back in Quebec, the Canadians decided
to hold their games, preceded by the In-
ternational Conference on LGBT Human
Rights.) Thousands of athletes will par-
ticipate in the two events. At both, they
will experience major star power: The

Gay Games opening ceremonies feature

Andy Bell, Margaret Cho, Kate Clinton,
Megan Mullally, Holly Near, Suzanne
Westenhoefer, and others. In Montreal,
k.d. lang and Martha Wash, and Cirque du
Soleil kick off the Outgames with sports
celebrities Martina Navratilova and
Olympic medalist Mark Tewksbury. The
headliner for the Outgames closing cer-
emonies: Liza Minnelli.

Some local competitors will travel to
Chicago (July 15-22, www.gaygames
chicago.org), others to Montreal (July 29-
August 5, www.montreal2006.org). A few
hardy athletes will hit both cities. As they
prepared for their big games, our photog-
rapher JOHN CONROY created portraits
of several of the jocks from here, which
appear on the next 12 pages.
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Dirk Marshall (r)

and Dean Putterman
Swimming

Profiles, page 42 & 44
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Jennifer Buchanan (I)
and Debbie Stoors
Dance

Profile, page 44

Carlo Deason
Track
Profile, page 46

Sean Theriault (I)

and Anthony Bristol
| Tennis %
| Profile, page 46
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Gary Grier

Volleyball

Grier (top row, center)

is pictured with teammates
{ {in front, I-r) Clayton Daniels
| and Mark Ware and (top row, I)
Kyle Holyfield and Cory Allen
Profile, page 48

Hana Michelle Pinard
Cycling
Profile, page 48
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David Felton (I)

and Roy Bantigue
Bowling

Profife, page 48
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Ever since Tammy Boudreaux was young,
she dreamed of competing on a big stage.
But that dream had remained buried for
years after the 35-year-old social worker
and MBA student guit competing in group
% athletics after high school. After years of
hibernation and poor eating habits, in 2006 Boudreaux
joined the Leukemia & Lymphoma society's Team in Train-
ing, a group that trains athletes to compete in triathlons,
marathons, or 100-mile eycling events.

“In return, the athletes raise money for cancer patients
and research—synergy at its finest!” Boudreaux says.

When she began training, she could not finish one lap
around the kiddie track because she was so stiff and out
of breath, she says. But after six weeks of training, she
was able to complete her first-ever 10K, a feat that gave
her a huge boost of confidence. This past Memorial Day
she finished her first-ever Dlympic-distance triathlon in
Austin with a time of three hours and ten minutes.

Boudreaux decided to compete this year in her first
Gay Games in the cycling and triathlon events after read-
ing an article aboul a triathlete in Out magazine. “After
reading the article, | researched the Gay Games and was
surprised to learn that anybody who wants to participate,
can. No gualifying times exist," she says. “1 thought to
myself, This is a fantastic opportunity to realize a dream
| thought was long dead and gone.
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“An added bonus is that | have always wanted to
yisit Chicago, so | thought | would check two things off
my ‘To-Do List of Life' at once”

Her goal in Chicago is pretty realistic, she says.
Whether she wins a medal or not, she hopes simply to
finish the course and enjoy the experience.

“I will be laughing and smiling as most athletes pass
me by," Boudreaux says. “Being a 35-year-old, average
person, | realize this is the grandest stage on which | will
ever have the opportunity to compete”

Boudreaux says the best thing about training is the
weight loss the regimen has afforded her. “And the rush
of endorphins keep me confident,” she says.

The warst thing? “Cycling into a 30-mph headwind
on a rural road in Nowhere, Texas, and the cows are
moving faster than | am." —Nancy Ford

IIHIII TAYLOR

3 Soccer player Kevin Taylor's start in the
" Gay Games 20 years ago didn't reguire
fancy footwork: It called for a different
kind of technique.

Taylor, 40, played saxophone in the
Houston Pride Band at the Gay Games
before joining the list of athletes at the event.

His partner, Michael Moore, introduced him to soccer
in 1994, and he has been playing since. He splits his time
between the sport and his role as a board member of the
Gay and Leshian Bands Association.

Taylor has played soccer at the Gay Games twice
hefore, and been a part of the assembled band four times.
He will be joining four people from the team he and his
partner formed in Dallas for the event. Taylor's team won
the silver medal in Amsterdam, and he enjoys the change
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of scenery that comes with different locations.

“The Gay Games is different every time because
you're in different places,” he says. “It's fun, and I've
gotten to know a lot of people over the years from it

Taylor touts the health and social benefits of soccer,
and says sports create bonds that very few group activi-
ties do. “A lot of the very close friends | have I've gotten
from soccer,” he says. “And it's kept me in shape over
the years.' —Josef Molnar

IIIIII( MARSHALL
. Dirk Marshall says his love of swimming may
Y have spoiled him to the realities of being
a lawyer. After graduating from Harvard,
where he won a national title in the 100-yard
hutterfly in 1989, he went to work.
“| lasted about seven months as a law-
yer," he says. “I took the bar [exam], went to work for a
firm, and just decided to quit. | didn't like just doing one
thing all day long, all week long. | was used to swimming,
where you have the ebb and flow of the season to give
you a change of pace.

As in 1984 and 1988, Marshall, now 43, gualified
for the 1992 Dlympics trials, but decided that work was
more important, and now works around the Houston area
with his partner Nick Peterson’s Tumble Tykes preschool
gymnastics business, where he says children learn that
sports can be fun before they learn about competition.

“| have more fun with kids and the amateur aspect,
and getting them to that level and passing them onto
somebody else [to train]," he says.

But his love of swimming drew him back to the water.
After a brief hiatus, Marshall returned to swimming at the
encouragement of his partner and now competes a few —
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times a year in various events—including the Interational
Gay and Leshian Aquatics championships, which are part
of the Gay Games this year. He also coaches masters
swim classes at the downtown YMCA.

“| walked away from swimming and said | would
never compete again, but this is world-class swimming
with none of the drawbacks,” he says.

He says that, contrary to what many might think,
plder swimmers in the masters swim classes are not
hampered by their age

“We have people [in their 30s and 40s] who are
swimming as well as they did in their 20s,” he says. “One
of nice things about masters swimming is that people
are pushing the boundaries of what they can do.’ —IM,

DEAN PUTTERMAN
At 32, Dean Putterman decided to swim at
his first Gay Games in 1994. Although he
wasn't oul te anyone outside of his circle
of friends and family, he didn't consider it
an issue.

. “I thought, It's a gay event. Why would
they be interested in that?" he says

Until he broke the world record for his age category:
29.3 seconds in the 50-meter breaststroke. He was one
of 10 gay people in swimming to break records that year
in the Gay Games, and the newspapers went crazy. He
was an openly gay athletic here, and he was instantly
accepted by others.

“It did so much for my self-confidence,” he says.
“It was in the paper that I'd broken a warld record at a

gay type of event”

He broke his own record two years later, and in
2004 another openly gay swimmer, Jefl Cummings,
broke the record.

“| held that record for 10 years,” he says. “The gay
press still talks about it

Now 44, Putterman will compete in the 50-, 100-,
and 200-meter breaststroke, the 50-meter butterfly, and
100-meter individual medley. Will there be another record
this year? Maybe. Putterman, who placed number one
in the country in four national events last year, says his
34-year competitive streak in the water has not ended
yet, He added that competition is different now than
when he was younger.

“You have to enjoy it,” he says, “because although
s0 many factors influence whether you do it as a kid,
that's not the case as an adult

“Y¥ou're never too old to be the best you can be. I'm
not too far off from what | was 28 years ago.” —IM.

SCOTTIE SCOTT
“Don’t call me 'young fady,” insists Scottie
Scott, “l am old" A member of DLOC {0/d
Leshians Drganizing for Change), Scott,
who is T1, refuses to sit quietly with a pair
g of knitting needles. Spry and enviably fit
P for any age, she is actively involved with
maore sports than most people 40 years her junior. Her
list of activities reads like an exhaustive roster of PE
electives in a college handbook. Massaging her elbow
briefly, she explains, “My arm is a little sore. | was
kayaking yesterday.’
Kayaking? How many women her age—no, how
many people her age, or any age—can make that state-
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ment? The Energizer Bunny could take a lesson from this
woman. As a matter of fact, the lack of aclive seniors
usually sets Scott apart from the competition. “Often,
the closest person to my age in a tournament might be
in her b0s”"

Amaong the myriad sports she plays, teaches, or has
taught, Scott is a badder (a person who plays badminton),
keeping her game sharp at Fondé Recreation Center and
Chancellors Raquet Club. Though she has played and
competed in the sport for close to half a century, this is
Scott's first time to compete in the Gay Games, How does
she expect to perform? Though there's not an ounce of
braggadocio in her, she admits she has a gold, a silver,
and a bronze trophy or medal lying around somewhere
at home. Don't be surprised if she brings another home
from Chicago, —Eric A.T Dieckman

JENNIFER BUCHANAN AND DEBBIE STOORS
Partners in competitive sport
as well as in life, Debbie
Stoors and Jennifer Buchanan
“started dancing together at
the BRB,” says Buchanan,
. ; “and fell in love” Dancing for
nearly a decade, the couple got involved with Team Texas.
an exhibition dance group that performed for the "lpple
Wiggle” (the Intemational Association of Gay/Lesbian
Country Western Dance Clubs [IAGLCWOG] for which
Stoors is secretary) convention last year in July in Dal-
las. When the opportunity arose to be a part of the first
Dutgames, the two felt it was impossible to say no. “A
chance to make history—it only comes once in a lifetime,”
Buchanan says.
Competing in country-and-western dance, Stoors —+
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and Buchanan take inspiration from the films Shall We
Dance?, Strictly Baltroom, and, of course, Urban Cowbay.
As in Strictly Ballroom, competitive C&W dancing has its
rules. For example, while the fellow dancer may sport a
Stetson, it's not required, but the lead must wear a hat.
Similar to the way that some dancers in Shall We Dance?
perform as their alter egos rather than as themselves,
some real-life competitors are known to “feel the music,
experience the music,” as Stoors puts it.

There's more to their trip to Canada than a stab at
taking home a medal. In recognition of the Games, the
Canadian government is waiving the standard formalities
involved with marriages, making it feasible for Stoors and
Buchanan to marry and have a government document
to prove it. That's an opportunity to make history that
everyone should be entitled to. —ED

ANTHONY BRISTOL AND SEAN THERIAULT

Anthony Bristol and Sean Theri-
ault have been happily partnered
for more than four years. All bels
are off, however, when both men

h 7 F hit Chicago to compete in the
A
i Gay Games.

“We don't have time to be a regular couple,”
Bristol says in all seriousness. "We're competitors at
this point”

The duo will participate in a slew of events, includ-
ing singles, doubles and mixed doubles tennis, and the
5K, 10K, and half-marathon races. Theriault is also “re-
ally lnoking forward to" playing mixed deubles with his

i !
) T
Ao

{ 3

UDE,

sister's partner. He and Bristol will stay with the couple
in Chicago during the Games.

In between swinging rackets and hitting the tracks,
Bristol is a Houston-based neurodiagnoestician, and
Theriaull teaches American politics at the University of
Texas at Austin.

Bristol, who was born in Vietnam and eamed fhis
degrees in Texas, got serious about sports after college.
Theriault received his PhD from Stanford University and
says he used running “as a great stress reliever” during
graduate school

Both are anticipating—and preparing for—a set of
unigue challenges.

“What I've done in the last couple of weeks is running
10 miles and then jump on the tennis court and try to
play a match,” Bristol says of his training. “Unless you
train specifically for that, you don't realize how much one
sport takes it out of you”

“More and more of my time is spent thinking about
the race and about tennis,” Theriault adds. “I'm just
trying to keep my nose to the grindstone on everything
at the same time.

“I'm not particularly nervous or anxious, I'm just re-
ally looking forward ta Chicage being totally dominated
by pay folks." —Joey Guerra

CARLO DEASON
Carlo Deason eammed twao silver medals at
the 2002 Gay Games in Sydney, Australia.
He hopes to repeat that success at the
Outgames in Montreal.

But the Houston native, who will be
running in the 400-, B0O0-, and 1500-meter
races, isn't stressing.

“The first time, | think 1 put a lot of pressure on
myself. | was really nervous,” Deason, 36, says. “l don't
put so much pressure on myself now. | wani to do well
«v. but now | know what | need to do."

Deason's regimen includes moming runs, along with
weekly track and ab workouts. He also started the Lone
Star Front Runners group in July 2005, a predominantly
gay collective that includes members from Houston,
Austin, and Grapevine

“Pretty much everything | do revolves around run-
ning,” Deason says. “It's always been like that,

“My vacation times are based on running events
around the state, country, and internationally. Running
keeps me in great shape and gives me peace of mind."

Indeed, Deason says he started competing at eight
years old when he was told he “was a fast kad and that
| had natural speed.”

His passion for the track has even spilled over into
his day job as a senior academic advisor at the University
of Houston College of Technology, where he's worked
for nine years.

“Everybody knows that I'm running. Everybedy knows
that I'm gay," Deason says. "I have running paraphernalia
in my office—medals, trophies. My students always ask
about it" —JG.

MIKE JERNIGAN AND GAARD EGELAND

A two-man team competing in
y the sand volleyball event at the
¥ Gay Games, Mike Jernigan, a
pharmaceutical sales specialist
for Roche, and Gaard Epeland,
an insurance broker, are a team
off the court as well as on. The couple celebrated —
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continued from page 46
nearly 25 years together by tying the official knot in
Vancouver last fall.

“Gaard and | are incredibly lucky in so many ways,”
Jemigan says. “Interacting under pressure on the sand
in a competitive environment brings a unique dimension
to our relationship as a whole. We love each other deeply
and the thought of winning a medal with him in Chicago
is about so much more than winning a medal"

Egeland, 47, and Jernigan, 41, have never played
in the Gay Games before, or attended one, but say they
are anticipating this event like no other tournament they
have played in before.

“I think our inspiration stems from pride,”" Jemigan
says. “The chance to compete among our peers in such
a large, publicized event is inspiring in itself”

What's the best thing about training for sand val-
leyball? Being together outside doing what they love,
Jernigan says. The worst? "Keeping the sand out of our
house." —N.F

GARY GRIER
Gary Grier is a lawyer by training, though

ﬁ professionally he is the program services
manager at AlDS Foundation Houston. Grier
handles employment training, housing
programs, and Stone Soup food pantry for

the agency. He will be taking a brief break

from those duties to attend the Gay Games, compet-

ing in men's indoor volleyball as part of the Houston
Hustle team

The competition marks his first experience with

the Gay Games, though he has been preparing by
competing in North American Gay Volleyball Association
Tournaments—very successfully so, winning quite a few
tournaments.

The experience of competing at the highest level
inspired him to compete in the Gay Games, Grier says,
as well as the chance of “meeting people from around
the world who identify with the gay community.”

Grier, 42, says that in addition to the obvious
health benefits, Lone Star Volleyball Association has
helped him to make great lasting relationships across
the country.

“Yolleyball is the ultimate team sport,” Grier says.
“¥ou win by allowing everyone on the team to reach their
full potential. Good sportsmanship is extremely important
in the process of winning.” —=MNF

HANA MICHELLE PINARD
Hana Michelle Pinard has always loved
sports. The 44-year-old El Pasa native
started cycling when she was 18 and
placed well in campetitions in college
and shortly afterward, but she says her
interest in the sport has not been as a

competitor,

“I've never really concentrated or focused on cycling
at any length,” Pinard says. “I've just used it as a focus
to keep healthy."

She will be competing in the individual and team,
road race, and criterium events at the Gay Games and
Dutgames, but she seems surprised to leam that she could
be a model for other transgender people.

“I don't know if I'll be a good example or a bad
example for other [transgender] people,” she says, "but

THE CROWN JEWEL OF GALLERIA HIGHRISE LIVING

in a sense you're always an example in your daily life,
no matter who you are,

The parent of two (her two boys are 9 and 1) says
she is looking forward to the events and meeting as many
of the thousands of people there as she can.

“| saw [the Gay Games and Dutgames] as a unigue
opportunity to have an Olympic experience,” she says.
“I always wanted to go to the Olympics but never had
the chance, so | see this as my chance”

She says sports have always been part of her life, and
says there are life lessons to be gained from it.

“You learn to accept defeat and to face adversity,
So, it teaches you to relish the victories you do have.
You're sad in defeat, but you realize it's not an end unto
itself, and it teaches you that there are bigger things in
lite” —IM.

DAVID FELTON AND ROY BANTIGUE

Partners David Felton, 66, and Roy
Bantigue, 43, will travel to Chicago
this month to hopefully bring home
the gold in the league bowling cat-
eqary, their first foray into the world
of world-class competition.

Why were they were inspired to compete in the
Gay Games?

“David felt it was a chance to participate in a world
event,” Bantigue said, “possibly the only opportunity
to do s

But if no gold is to be had, that's just fine with
them,

“We are just two bowlers hoping to enjoy the Gay
Games, parties, and sporting events," Felton, an ac-
countant, says. —N.F. 112

continuved on page 112
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Two local men lead cultural aspects of Gay Games VI
Photographs by John Taton

RUSSELL BEN WILLIAMS

he Gay Games VIl Sports and Cultural Festival isn't all
about jocks—and Russell Ben Williams wants to make
sure people know that.

The Texas native is a member of the Houston Pride
Band and team band coordinator for the Gay Games, which
includes about 25 musical outfits from across the country.
The musicians will converge in Chicago for a series of per-
formances during the opening and closing ceremonies, along
with several appearances throughout the mid-July events.

“The Gay Games . . . pass themselves off as the ‘Sporls
and Cultural Festival,’ but it's really about the athletes,” Wil-
liams says. “Whatever time is left, they worry about culture.
I've had to step up and do the work myself”

The culture aspect of the Gay Games also includes
cheer teams, choral, and color guard/ROTC.

Williams's duties include providing band members
with music, coordinating uniforms and choreography, and
arranging travel plans. He also plays the baritone homn in the
Houston Pride Band and served as band coordinator for the
Games in Amsterdam and Sydney.

Not bad for a boy from Kingsville, Texas, who was
encouraged to pursue music, “ever since junior high, when
Mommy figured out that | wasn't going to be an athlete. She
saw that limp wrist and said, 'Oh, honey, here's an instru-
ment! They just couldn't see me in cleats.

He maved to the big city in 1990. Two weeks after arriv-
ing in Houston, Williams was a Pride Band member.

“The first thing | did when | got to Houston was go to
the bars and pick up a TWT [the no-longer-published This
Week in Texas], so | could find out what was going on in the
community, because | came from a town with no commu-
nity,” Willlams says. "Lucky for me, there was [something]
about the Houston Pride Band, | called, and they said, ‘Come
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' i Community Health Servi
“For a small-town Catholic boy, | can tell you—Dbeing in in Vancouver.” —Joey Guerra — Most Insurance Accepted New Montrose Location ity eth Sarvices

~ Extraordinary Healthcare for Extraordinary People

1842 Richmond | 713.522.3344
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JAMES KNAPP

ames Knapp was already planning to attend the Gay

Games VIl Sports and Cultural Festival in Chicago.

As artistic and managing director for Bayou City
erforming Arts (which includes the Gay Men's Chorus of
Houston and the recently formed Bayou City Women's Cho-
rus), he was happy to accompany several local members to
take part in the weekly choral festivities. Knapp's partner,
Jesse Field, was also set to play ice hockey at the Games.

Then, Knapp got the call.

He was asked to direct the Games' combined gay/leshi-

n chorus of more than 200 members after contractual con-
flicts arose with the original director. The chorus includes
members from all over the world, who will converge for a
July 19 concert at ). Pritzker Pavilion in Millennium Park

Mass choirs will also perform during the Games' open-
ing and closing ceremonies, and throughout the week (July
15-22) at various venues.

“They polled people nationally . . . and | was very, very
honored that my colleagues pointed to Houston. It's an
exciting time," says Knapp, who has been with the Houston
choral group for five seasons.

“It's been a whirlwind. When you gel offered an op-
portunity like that, [you] make this work. 1t's a once-in-a-
lifetime deal. | flipped out”

Knapp attended the 2002 Gay Games in Sydney and
worked as a performance coordinator for bands and cheer
groups. Prior to joining Bayou City Performing Arts, Knapp
was director of music and fine arts ministry at Sugar Land
First United Methodist Church

The Rochester, New York, native also served as director
of choral activities at Aurora University in Illinois and has
held positions at the University of Texas at Austin and at
Northwest College of Houston

Music, it seems, has been a lifelong obsession for the
talented performer.

“When you're growing up, and you're going to col-
lege, | think a lot of people struggle with what to do,”
Knapp says. "It sounds strange to say this, but | guess |
never felt like | really had a choice. | always wanted it to
be music.”

He welcomes the new responsibilities and professional
apportunities that come with his Gay Games directing
position. But Knapp also stresses the larger importance of

building increased awareness for the local chapters of GALA,

the Gay and Lesbian Association of Choruses, Inc.

'"Houston, being the fourth largest city in America,
was never really a major player in [GALA],” Knapp says
“They should be, and they should have been—and they
are now. —.G. N
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* Gourmet Appliance Package
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KATRINA WAS A BITCH!
DON'T LET HER RUIN YOUR

HALLOWEEN
2 YEARS IN A ROW

HALLOWEEN
MEXICAN RIVIERAS

OCTOBER 28 - NOVEMBEN 4
DIAMOND PRINCESS

CONCIERGE
TRAVEL,INGCS

R4 8777759616 -13 EB: Qﬁﬁ
l 175

THRAVEL®

J

tast& It
gt s T

WE
DO
CATER!

DNR Wrap

DNR Sandwich
DNR Pilaf

DNR Chicken Wrap

DNR Chicken Sandwich 20% OFF

DNR Chicken Pilaf and
Vegetarian Wrap FREE Ice-cream
WVegetarian Sandwich
Baked Potato Veggie
Meatato

Soups

Salad Bar PP e B s e

Coffee DNR @ Chelsea Market

Tea 4621 Montrase. Bivd. B 120 Houston, TX 77004
|ce-cream 713529 0 DNR (0367)

UGHODROW REALTY ADVISORS
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East End Story

The most historic district in Galveston offers
hidden treasures—shopping, dining, entertainment,
and lodging—for a special Island getaway

By Jan Johnson
Photos by Renee Rodriguez

Life may be a beach, but the Island’s East End is so much
more. Move off the Seawall to find treasures that are uniquely
Galveston. Offering glimpses of the city’s decadent past, bed and
breakfast inns in grand Victorian-era residences flourish along
tree-lined streets, while neighborhood eateries offer pleasant
surprises not only for taste, but also for the wallet. -

IRRICAME WATCH IN EFFECT FOR GALVESTON ISLAND...HURRICANE W
~J0IN US FOR GREAT FOOD IN THE EYE OF THE STORMI...JOIN US FOR GR e '

N " he . e e T R = A 'Tr]'

Top Ten Reasons To Buy In Galveston

10) Wonderful People

9) Vibrant Night Lile
8) Affordable Gulf Coast Property

7) Only 45 Minutes From Midtown To Paradise

6) Exciting Restaurants
5) Over 30 Miles Of Beaches
4) Always Something To Do - Fishing, Swimming, Shopping...
3) Dramatic Increases In Property Values
2) No Money Down Second Homes

1) Experienced Galveston Realtor, Robert Zahn
& experienced Mortgage Broker, Sharon Neider (Tx 8roker #678)

Robert Zahn cell 409.939.9237
r\ Sharon Neider off 713.355.4288

‘k .~ .

MORTGAGI ASSOCIATES REALTY

DPEN DAILY FROM 1 m TIL 10PM sast-end thaatre company

S_mNOwW © ' '
~ WEEKEND" 7
BREAKFAST,

BUFFET'y

America's Award-Winning Musical

=

L (]
|y Ho]l Wy
\ ”’35 ) Music & Lyrics by Sherman Edwards Produced through special arrangement

i Tikos! [l g —_—

Based on a concapt by Sherman Edwards

EXPADED MENY W 7
is. REREY! o

FEATURING: Traditional Breakffist, Sensational Lunch and Dinner n,ls!
DINE IN A FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE + TRY-AEL OF QUR WEEKDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
AND ENJOY DINING INSIDE OR OUTSIDE AT GALVESTON'S NEWEST BEACHSIDE CAFE!

1328 SEAWALL BLvD.
(409) 770-WING

MAILABLE!

www.hurricanecafe.com or email us at hurricanecafe’sbcglobal.net

JUNE 30 - AUGUST 5, 2006

TICKETS: $25, $20 SENIORS & STUDENTS
THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS B8 PM, SUNDAYS 2:30 PM
Special performance Tuesday, July 4th

FOR TICKETS, GROUP RATES & INFORMATION CALL etc AT
409-762-3556 orn 8

2001 postoffice st, galveston
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w continued from page 54

Add an entertainment event or two,
and your Galveston getaway will be
uniquely your own.

ass on the habitual hotels for the Silk Stocking Historical District, vou'll

exceptional in accommodations. If easily note the Villa Bed and Break-
hot tubs are your preference, the
The Mermaid & The Dolphin on 33rd

Street features one in every room. In the

fast along the trolley track because of
its distinctive pink Mediterranean-style
building.

800-54-PRIDE

pride-institute.com

At the end of the road? Struggling with

addiction or mental health concerns? We can v PR]DE
help. Pride Institute, the nation’s leader in INSTITUTE

serving the GLBT community for 20 years!
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Grace Manor

oving on to the East End His-

torical District, vou will find the

Queen Anne Bed & Break-
fast, noted for its indulgent breakfasts
served on fine antique china, the Garden
Inn with its chalet feel, and The Inn at
1816 Postoffice. Grace Manor, one of the
Island’s newest B&Bs, hides its elegance
behind an unassuming 1905 stucco fagade.

Within its wallg, guests will find origi-

nal light fixtures that incorporate both

Victorian and Craftsman styles, stained
glass windows with unusual designs, and
intricate woodwork. Just across Postoffice
Street is the Vietorian Inn, the first of its
kind on the Island. This bed and breakfast
was built in 1899 completely of concrete

covered by a red brick veneer by cement

merchant Isaac Heffron. Talk about guard-

ian spirits: It's said that he and his wife

still haunt the place!

or a larger affair,

Aceommodations

Victorian offers
seven historic homes in the
East End for short-term
rental—but no breakfasts.
Sleeping from 6 to 14 people,
all are richly furnished with
opulent antiques, and each
reflects a different design of
19th-century houses. Among
your choices, and certainly

one of the most opulent

i e
' m Victorian Inn

<
houses on the Island, the ,Iﬂ !' /
Trube Castle at 17th !

and Sealy is fit for any

queen (or king). Built by
Alfred Muller in 1890, its
design was based on John
Clement Trube’s childhood
memories of castles in his

native Kiel, Denmark, —+

The Victorian Inn frant parch

g alveston  Sand

oe

Tramonte
REALITY

1802 Broadway, Suite 122 Galveston, Texas

-
§
-
LT

FIT
LEL]

i
i

His,t_o_r.jg;al'l;iviri‘g Management

800-765-4030 409-765-9837

V.J. Tramonte
www.tramonterealty.com

Voted Best Real Estate Agent-Galveston
-2005 OutSmart Readers’' Choice Awards
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hen it comes to meals, forego

the traditional fried seatood

for a healthier change of taste.
Lesser known to non-Islanders are the
neighborhood eateries on 14th Street. The
Original Mexican Restaurant on Mar-
ket has been open since 1916, and it just
keeps getting better. Down the street is a
relative newcomer: Sunflower Bakery
Recently transplanted to the Columbus
Street Market at 14th and Postoffice, this
erities’ favorite now offers lunch, dinner,
and a special Sunday brunch. Inside, its
décor is soft yellow and blue casual, while
its fan-cooled outdoor patio is distinctly
modern. Browse the bakery for a late-night
sweet to take back to your inn

While you're at Columbus Street Mar-

ket, shop Larry Janzen's new Galveston

Wreath Company with his minimalist

Restaurant
L —Since 1977

SMheimp CTJ'.-HJ'.' T
Our fresh Gulf shrimp served
baked, stuffed, fried &

flame broiled

Treat Yours
al Lunch

E . <1 (yster Trombination ;
? Oysters served five ways .

od Haoard
(Ask Rprner ,ﬁmrf sETeT "r'H.‘\’lJ.‘iri.ll: ved ”” i

34 _‘}a'm =R
. B T v T
Surgas SHlaller
-1, F €1, fump craimear,
-0z, filet, lump crabmeat
flame broiled shrimp,
= ;ﬁ‘-‘l‘;’_&:f tomatoes, vezetalles
= and a salad

L5l _-_,\I.I’-'-"." il = Daetter
N

Galveston Island

Ly Corabment
White lump erabmeat
Il sauleed in butler,
sprinkled iwith bacon &
green onions & topped

RESERVATIONS
RECOMMENDED
409.740.0771

'il with cheddar cheese "’00-273_"7‘?1
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The Original Mexican Restaurant

floral and seashell designs. Note the Island photos by Robert
Mihovil along the walls that lead to the whimsieal hand-painted
furniture at Ellie’s Decorative Painting. Make an appoint-
ment to ereate your own do-it-yourself pottery for an extra
special gift. Further south on 14th, you'll rediscover Mosquito
Café. Although under new ownership, the restaurant still serves
the Island’s answer to new American cuisine (and don’t overlook
the bakery case).

If you prefer upscale dining with an original twist, try a
Postoffice progressive dinner. Start at the classy, cosmopolitan
Saltwater Grill and order Shallow-Fried Asparagus with Lump
Crabmeat or one of the signature fresh-from-the kettle soups at

the bar, Cross the street to Rudy & Paco at the corner of —

Sunfiower Bakery in Columbus Street Market

“ew‘- ON GALVESTON ISLAND

Hawthorn's Victorian Resort Offers
= Free Hot Breakfast Daily
= Free Internet Access
» Free Social Hour Each Wednesday Evening
+ Spacious one and two bedroom suites
with private Guifview balconies
Two Heated Swimming Pools for Year-Round Fun
= Paradise Cove pool features a water drop
mushroom, a floating alligator, water cannon,
and zero level entry with bubbling jets ta
tickle your toes
¢ \Waterfall Lagoon pocl has a romantic rock
waterfall with whirlpool.

More Resart Amenities
* Fitness Center, Tennis Court, Picnic Pavilion
and Garme Room
§ Group Sales & Catering Service

+ \We offer a wide variety of meeting opportunities
for your events.

':'-‘.' ¥
From $129 Sun-Thurs

Not valid holidays and special events
weakends. Rates subject to availability.

HAWTHORN

SUTTES "

The Victorian Resort
& Conference Center

6300 Seawall » Galveston ¢ 800-231-6363
www.hawthorn.com

- 2005 OutSmary Magozine

Une of the Bes Mexican Restayrans

- 20305 Galveston Coyp
- sl Mexicon Restauran;
& Bast Margaritg

Mexican Restaurant

Our Chefs Don’t Just Cook the Food...
They Create It!

Famous Margaritas
& Fish Tacos

Homemade * Fresh » Authentic

Carry-Out Orders Welcome
Catering Available

Hours: Tues — Thur: 11-10
Fri-Sat: 11-10:30 | Mon & Sun: 11-9:30

409-621-2630
409-621-2380 Fax

4604 Seawall + Galveston, TX
www.galveston.com/salsas

21 Annual
CHRISTMAS IN

July Sale

25% Off o e
All Peterson Real Fyre {gﬁ E J%Mﬁmcﬁa

Gas Log Sels

We can Light Your Fire Inside and Out!

Patio Grill & Fireplace
1105 Gulf Freeway S. « League City, TX

JUST TIY0TH OF A MILE SOUTH OF THE UEABUE CITY. Fil 530 EXIT

281.332.1480 - 800.Nu.Grill

Bring this ad in, or mention “OutSmart” for a
special gift with your grill or gas log purchase.
Hurry- Sale ends 7/31/06.

John Nagy
(ver 21 years experience
Johni@PatinGrill.com

Celebrate your own
historical moments in the
Castle.

Call Today to Book Your Special

Occasion, Party, Dinner Event or
Elaborate Wedding!

877-288-7823 * 409-763-5848
www.GalvestonExperience.com
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21st for exquisite Central American
entrees served with an impeccable
flourish. Or start there with empanadas
and finish with sushi at Sky Bar. Or try
one of the many healthy seafood entrees
at Saltwater.

For the downside of upscale, Stork
Club

fare for a late-night meal after the theater.

also on Postoffice—serves everyday

If you've resisted the tempting bakeries,
end your dinner with dessert at any of the
above. Whatever you choose, your progres-
sive dining experience will definitely be a

one-of-a-kind affair.

or an artsy summer outing, and a

little exercize after all that food,

enjoy an Island tradition, ArtWalk
(next presented on July 15). Start on Post-
office Street and wander to The Strand,
where sponsor Galveston Art Center will
feature Texas Artists Then and Now. Other
regular participants include Old Galves-
ton Square, Water’s Edge Studio &
Gallery at 21st and Ave M, Nest, and The
Market off 25th Street. Explore paintings
and wood sculpture, mixed media, an-
tiques, even boat building, as you stroll the
streets from gallery to gallery, sipping wine
and sampling snacks. The second summer

ArtWalk is set for August 19

The Grand 1894 Opera House

est yet, top off your Galveston

getaway with a performance at

the Grand 1894 Opera House.
This magnificent theater on Postoffice
opened to rave reviews on January 4,
1895. Architect Frank Cox of New Orleans
incorporated many innovative techniques
into the theater, which included an interior
with no square corners. curved proscenium
arch, and a rounded seating plan sloped
downward toward the stage. The Grand
has been restored into a modern perform-
ing-arts hall without compromising the
integrity of its original design. As a result,

the house's acoustics are unparalleled,

even with its classically continental design,

complete with boxes on all levels and turn

of-the-century stenciling. None of the 1,041

seats is further than 70 feet from the stage,

ensuring an intimate experience. The

Grand’s new season opens on October 7

with Tony Bennett and ends with Berna-
dette Peters on May 5-6.

Aeross the street from the Opera House,
the Island East End Theatre Com-
pany presents the patriotic musical 1776
through August 5. Or take your inhibitions
out for the evening with The Soapranos,
Loosely based on the hit HBO series with
a similar name, this interactive production
{costumes encouraged in the audience)
plays the Balinese Room every Saturday
night during the summer. Badda bing!

Whatever your pleasure—low key or
loud, raucous or refined, economical or
extravagant—your Galveston getaway in
the East End will certainly be memorable
and, most important, uniquely Galveston.
And that's especially fitting at this time of
vear, when mainlanders want to get away.
To paraphrase a bumper sticker found
at Ellie’s, “Life 1s Too Short to STAY in

Houston.”

ON THE WEB: Find addresses,
phone numbers, and websites for
recommended destinations at
www.outsmartmagazine.com,

Galuveston resident and native Jan Johnson
has written for Galveston County Daily

THE GRAND

News, Twisted Parrot, Simply G Magazine,

and other publications. This is her first con-
tribution to QutSmart.

Shop our 23 stores all day,
stay ar any of our four

Spm by

Galveston Antique Def;leré ’Associdﬂbn;

_ www.AntiqueGalveston.com
For information, please contact GADA President,

Adrienne Culpepper (409) 770-7360

D) GINEMA 11
Seawall Boulevard

at 89th Street
on Galveston Island

- MOVIE FOTLINE -
AO) - 141 - 1400

www.pcemovies.com

Gateway to the Cruise ships &
Historic Strand
Great space for a

Travel Agency, Art Gallery

itigs in

(R =
Downto -*.‘.sm-] veston
§$255 000 Qe

Point, Click...
Beach House!

sandnsea.com
Galveston beach house
rentals and sales

800.880.2554

SAND
‘N
EA
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From her Greenwich Village apartment,
Amy Sedaris chats about her role in the new
Strangers with Candy theatrical version, her cupcakes,
her brother David Sedaris, gay marriage, and more

by Blase DiStefano

f you're not familiar with Comedy Central’s TV I thought something like, “That’s Amy Sedaris?!”
show Strangers with Candy, which ended Now Sedaris reprises her role as Geraldine

Who would T o i - - ; .

| think the its three-geason run n 2000, then you “Jerri” Antonia Blank in the film version of
wholesome, may not be familiar with its star, Strangers with Candy, which was written

girl-next- Amy Sedaris, who played Jerri *'ﬂ by Sedaris, Stephen Colbert, and Paul

door smiling
face of Amy
Sedaris could
so easily be
transformed
into the using,
boozing, and
losing mug of
Strangers
with Candy's
Jerri Blank?
Sedaris is
pictured here

Blank, whois . . . well, let Jerri Dinello (who also directed). Colbert
tell yvou who Jerri is. In the
ro to the show: “Hello, I'm Jern

Blank and I'm a 46-year-old high

school freshman. For 32 years 1

and Dinello also reprise their roles as

teachers (and lovers) Mr. Charles
“Chuck” Noblet and Mr. Geoffrey
Jellineck, respectively. The three
was a teenage runaway. [ was a stars co-wrote the screenplay.
boozer, a user, and a loser. My
friends were dealers, cons, and
18-karat pimps. But now I'm out
of jail, picking up my life exactly
where I left off. I'm back in lugh

Celeb cameos include Matthew
Broderick, Sarah Jessica Park-
er, Allison Janney, and Philip
Seyvmour Hoffman, At press

at the after time, Strangers with Candy
party of the school, Ii\-"[llj:,’ at home, and dis- was scheduled to start -lLlII\'
i covering all sorts of things about 14 at Landmark’s River Oaks

Men premiere = my body. I'm finding out that Theatre, 2009 West Gray (www.
at New York

though the faces have changed, landmarktheatres.com)

COME

City's 5th An-
nual Tribeca
Film Festival,
OrpPOSITE PAGE!

Sedaris, who 1s a former mem-
ber of Second City, is the sister of
openly gay author David Sedaris

the hassles are just the same.”
When I first saw the show, I had
no idea what Amy Sedaris looked

4
£

s - like when she wasn't in Jerri Blank (Me Talk Pretty One Day and Dress

f::r:(;zjt;::; -_ drag. Then one night | tuned in to Late Your Family in Carduroy and Denim)

her Strangers %_ Night With David Letterman after the . and was recently seen as Glacllys H{eu‘it:c

with Candy TV = show had already begun, and I saw this m Bewitched and was the voice of Foxy

co-stars Ste-
phen Colbert
(1) and Paul
Dinello.

beautiful woman who apparently had a great
sense of humor. When Letterman said some-
thing like, “We'll be right back with Amy Sedaris,”

Loxy in Chicken Little (both 2005).
I talked to Sedaris by phone from her
Greenwich Village apartment. —+

SARY GERSHE
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wad from prévious page

Amy Sedaris: Hello,

Blase DiStefano: Hi, Amy, this is Blase
DiStefano.
For our interview?

Yes.
OK. Hold on just a second.

Sure.
Hello? I am so sorry.

That's OK.

[ don't think I've ever been this busy, and I
pride myself on staying on top of things. I
pride myself on Hey, I don't even have o write
it down, I remember it so well. 1 got held up
at Gourmet Garage. 1 sell my cheeseballs
there, and | was pitching a new product I
want to sell there

So you're still doing that. Is it more fun
than acting?

[t's a job where at least I can say I have a
job. You know what I mean? And it’s a job I
can bitch and complain about, 'cause I can
complain about the price of butter. S0 I'm
trving to sell my wine butter there, but I
can't think of a clever name for it, so I put
my brother David on it. He's obsessed with
it. He says, “This a fun thing to think about.”
So I tell him, *You have all the fun you want,
and when you come up with a name, fork

it over.”

[Laughs] Did you say wine butter?

It's compound butter that you put on steaks.
[t's a red wine and shallots, and my Mom
got the recipe from Playboy magazine when
we were kids, so we were all obsessed with
it since it was in Playboy magazine. It’s a
really good one.

Are you still selling cupcakes, also?

Yes.

Is your business still called Amy's Cup-
cakes?

Right now. It used to be Tattletale [the name
of her pet rabbit], and she passed away, and
[ haven't been able to come up with a new
name. It's like [ don’t have the time to think
of a clever name for that, so right now it's
Amy's (-‘II]II'i:]]il‘:i, which is boring.

You need to get David on that, too.
I need to get David on the whole product
line,

Since you have a new pet rabbit [Dusty],
I'm assuming you don't have any recipes

64 JULY 2006 QOutSmart

Sedaris, as Jerri
Blank, contem-
plates her next
social faux pas
in Strangers
with Candy.

for rabbits in your new book [/ Like You:
Hospitality Under the Influencel.

Nao, but I've cooked rabbit before. Years ago, |
used to date a Greek guy, and I would make
him rabbit.

So, it's not like you can't have rabbit. ..
It's not in my book, and I would never make
rabbit now. There's not a lot of meat on a
rabbit, so there’s no peint in eating rabbit
It’s bony, it's gamey, it's small. It’s like lite
chicken.

[Laughs] How's the book coming along?
Great. I'm working with these two kids,
and we call ourselves the Dingbats. That’s
the name of our team. They're helping me
design it. Like | made a mock-up of the book,
and now we're taking the mock-up version,
and we're transferring it to the computer.
I hate computer stuff, so everything in the
book was handmade—even the lettering was
handmade. And we're right smack in the
middle of it. I turn it in July 8 to the copy
editor, and then I get it back, and then it goes
to print August 8.

You were raised Greek Orthodox?
Yeah.

Do you still practice?

No. I can appreciate the beauty of the church
with all the icons, and I know a lot of Greek
words. Growing up, the service was always in
Greek, so we never understood what he was
saying, which is why we are guilt-free and
could make up our own religion. That part of

it [ loved, and I pray every single night.

Rather than like organized religion, is it
more of a spiritual thing?
Yeah, I thank so.

It's sort of like your own idea of what God is.
Exactly. Like some kind of deity.

Speaking of religion, sort of, do you think
gays should be allowed to legally marry?
Absolutely. I was talking about this to David
and Dad last night. It's o ridiculous to me
that it's even an issue. If my sister could get
married to somebody and get some kind of
tax break, or whatever, why can’t two girls
or two guys. Who cares? Who the hell would
wanna get married? [ just think it's queer.
I've always thought marriage was queer. But
if you're dumb enough to want to get mar-
ried, get married. It's a big issue now, just
g0 people won't think about the real issue,
which is the war and all the horrible things.
It's s0 obvious to me what's it about.

So you heard that Bush is rehashing the
constitutional amendment...

Yeah. Can vou believe we're actually talking
about 1t at a time like this?

Do you have any views you would care to
express about our president?

Nothing vou haven'’t heard. 1 saw one lady
in a protest that had a shart that said, “Will
someone please give George Bush a blow job
s0 we can impeach him? Thank you.” [Both
laugh] 1t just says everything that we haven’t

The gay people i hang out
with are extremely talented,
and | seek out talented people,
'cause | have good ideas, but |
can’t do anything with my hands,
so | latch onto people and can

say, “Hey, make a snake

out of a bandana,’ and
they’d be able to do it.

done anything about it. | cannot believe he's
still in office.

How did you learn your brother David is
gay?

I think it's something we always knew, and
when he said it, it was no big deal. But I do
remember telling my little brother—we were
in line at Taco Bell in a car drive-thru, and I
threw out, “Yeah, when David told me he was
gay . ..,"and Paul looked at me and was like
“What?” I was hke, “You didn't know?" He
was like, “Hold on,” and he had to think about
it for a minute. He said, “That’s as weird as
when Gretchen told me she had a girlfriend
for a summer.” And | said, "What?! Gretchen
had a pirlfriend for a summer?!” I'm not jok-
ing. [Both laugh ). We were both sitting there
staring off into space. It couldn’t have been
more perfect. [Both laughl

W

That's wonderful. | imagine you have a lot
of gay people in your life.

It's not a matter if someone is gay or straight
or whatever. The gay people I hang out
with are extremely talented, and 1 seek out
talented people, 'cause I have good ideas,
but I can't do anything with my hands, so 1
latch onto people and can say, “Hey, make a
snake out of a bandana,” and they'd be able
to do it.

Is that how Strangers with Candy, the TV
show, came about?

Strangers with Candy came about, becauze 1
had an idea based on an after-school special.
I always made fun of them growing up, and
Paul Dinello had the idea of it being an older
waoman, and Stephen Calbert had the idea of
it being the wrong lesson each week, so all
three of us brought a major aspect toit. | was

Nhe Complige TV
hen its producers decided to release Strangers with Candy: The Complete Series
DVD as a deluxe box set, they didn't choose the word “deluxe” haphazardly.

really good at coming up with the episode
ideas, like [raises her voice, tabloid-style] "A
Hir-anp-Rum,™ but 1 was totally high getting
my ideas watching Lifetime stoned—"1 got
the best idea!” But being on set all the time,
Paul and Stephen did the bulk of the writing
of it. We were all Jerri Blank.

What about the movie?

It's funny, but I just don't know what the
fans of the TV show will think of the movie,
because it's very different.

it's a prequel, right?

[t starts off with Jerri getting out of jail, go-
ing home, realizing her Dad’s in a coma and
that she has a stepmother and a brother.
Then she goes to school, and then it kinda
turns info an episode.

People get angry when you change . . |
it's riot the same brother, it’s not the same
Orlando—we had to do a let of recasting,
because people looked a lot older—and Jerri
has to look older, and you can't get the same
house or the same school or the same crew.

But you have the same three main charac-
ters, and that's the glue. It looks like there
are some great cameos, too. ..

It was a lot of fun. We shot it in the summer,
and it was extremely hot, so I had a really
hard time. 1 had stitches in my mouth, I had
the wig and the turtleneck and the fatty suit
and the boots, and there were days where it
was perfectly black in my head. I couldn’t
even think of my lines. And we had to shoot
Stephen Colbert out for The Daily Show, so
my Jerri Blank scenes were always at the end
of the day when everyone was in a hurry, so
[ never really felt on as Jerri Blank. Mavbe
most people won't be able to tell, but, for me,
when I watch it, T just wasn't. | had every-
thing working against me. And the movie
didn't come out on time—of course it didn’t,
it was Strangers with Candy. Why would it
come out on time? But maybe that's perfect

for Jerri Blank. —+

Sgrigs on' PV |

In addition to the 30 SWC episodes aired on Comedy Central which introduced us to

(somewhat) reformed high school drop-out Jerri Blank—our favorite former user, boozer, and
loser—the deluxe box set also features an original filmstrip presentation from teachers Mr.
Noblet {Stephen Colbert) and Mr. Jellineck (Paul Dinello), a message from Bob Whitely (Wil
Ferrell), a public service announcement detailing Jerri's “The Trip Back!" audio commentary,
interviews with SWC cast members, bloopers and deleted scenes, the original never-seen-
before pilot episode, and—maybe most tantalizing of all—a dance sequence compilation. |

It's all wrapped in a special trapper-keeper folio, designed to fit snuggly into your locker
before your high school's resident homophobic school bully stuffs you into it. For more infor-
mation, log on to www.comedycentral.com. —Nancy Ford
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Chasing Amy

Gont

red from pre

Viotis page

Totally perfect. Do you think | could ask lerri
two or three questions?
[In her derri votce] It depends, Are you a

9
cop

[Laughs]

Seriously, though, if there was an undercover
situation, and 1 asked you if you were an
undercover cop, you would have to tell me
you were an undercover cop. Did vou know

that?

I've heard that before. But couldn’t you
lie?
You could lie, but then it wouldn’t hold up
in court. So now | ask any-
body I come across, “Are
vou a cop?”

“Amy, why are you ask-
that?

ing me I'm your

brather.”

[Laughs] Jerri, if it's not
too personal, how would
you label your sexuality?
and

Look. 1 got the pole

the hole. The .[]'-']" and the

ilive. Girl on girl,

!lll_‘. on |ll|_\'.

[Laughs] | heard a rumor
that two of your teachers,
Mr. Noblet and Mr. lelli-
neck, are lovers.

Gay, gay, gay, gay, gay

| know the two of you
don’t run around in the
same circles, but have you ever met Amy
Sedaris?

I've heard of her

What do you think of her?
[Both la A really

got a eookbook coming out.

She sounds beautiful.

ood cook,

God, what would Jerri Blank think of
Amy? |Both laugh]
But it’s always a big issue. People

“Why do
I'm like,
Blank has as much style as C

always ask me, you play unat-
“Look, Jerri
Brad-

& character

tractive characters?”
arrie
a Parker
If I had
watch something about Carrie Bradshaw
or That Girl, Marlo Thomas, or whatever,
I'd watch Jerri Blank, because I love it
when unattractive play pretty

Bradshaw's pretty?

shaw [Sarah Jessic

in Sex in the f'-'f_'n'|.” a choice to

people
Who's to say Carrie
That’s your opinion. There are a lot of
people out there who would find Jerri

sexy or pretty.

d X =Y =] il
vour legs,

That’s actually shown in the TV show.

Thank you. Alot of people think Jennifer An-

iston is pretty, and I guess she's supposed to

be pretty, but Isabella Rosalini is prettier to

me than Jennifer Aniston, It all just depends.

Same with guys. [ just did a photo shoot with
do you know who Joseph Sayer is?

No.

He's an Abererombie & Fitch model. He's a
young Chuck Connors. His body is absolutely
amazing. He did a lot of nude photos. And
he's an incredible model, and he's my height,
5 ft., and I just did an Entertainment Weekly
shoot with him last week as Jerri Blank at
the Oscars, where | wore a Veronica Lake
wig. I did a Tara Reid moment, where I just

opened my top and I was waving as Jerri

Strangers with Candy’s Flatpoint High School faculty members Mr. Noblet (Stephen Col-
bert, 1) and Mr. Jellineck (Paul Dinello) in a teachers’ conference regarding Jerri Blank's
most recent inappropriate essay.

Blank with my boob hanging out. He's a good

example, ‘cause he's a hot model. It's funny

what peaple find attractive.

It is, isn't it? | remember a long time ago
when | was a lot younger, and | had on short
shorts, and my then-boss said, “l like your
legs,” or something like that, and | said,
“But |l have skinny legs,” and he said, “l like
skinny legs”
Exactly. [In Jerri's voice:] “I have a pussy
belly and I like it.” [Both laugh]

[ saw this book ealled Knocked Up and
Gun Toling, and it was pregnant women

modeling with guns. That's someone’s audi-

ence, right?

They wouldn't have it out if it wasn’t, right?
Nowadays, it's mind-boggling what's out
there. There is pretty much something for
everybody.
Yes, there is. *

You have skinny legs.’ T like

That's great

[Both laugh] Will you be making an appear-
ance an David Letierman?

The premiere [in New York of Strangers with
Candy] is the 20th of June, and I'm doing
Letterman the next night [at press time, the
movie's premiere had changed to June 28]
I've never had to promote anything on Letter-
man, and I think that’s why he likes having
show.

me on the But with Strangers with

Candy, I'm going to be relentless. Anytime
the conversation changes, *No, no, no. Let’s
talk about the "And then I'm going

“On a scale of 1-10,

Ve
to ask him to rate me:
how did I do?"

[Laughs] And you need to ask him what he
thinks of Jerri also.

Yeah, “What do you think of Jerri on a scale
of 1-27"

[t's funny, too, because

}

|

a lot of people think I wear
a prosthetic on my face, bui
the great thing about Jerri
is | earry her wherever I go.

It’s just a face.

I've tried to do that with
my mouth, and it's not
easy.

All my muscles are in my
face, and I've always made
faces since I was a kid. I'm
always trying lo come up
My face 18
I do it

with new faces
NEVETr s0re W IH'I.
Jerri wears wigs, and so do
you, right?

I love wigs, I was going to

have one made for myself

to wear when I have to go
around and do press. [ was going to have one
professionally made, but not to fool anybody.

tell,

it's |1[|\'|||li:-‘.|\ a

| want people to be able to but not be

like ecountry kitchen, where

wig, but I never got around to it. I sure love

them. I want to have an Amy Sedaris Wig

Cap. I made one for the book

[Laughs] When is the book expected to
come out?

In October, And I have “Amy Sedaris Tam-
So Good You'll Never Want to Take
Them Qut.”

PONS:
Pineapple-scented tampons.
Pineapple sounds so painful. Ouch,

[Laughs] That's so sick, it's wonderful.

H:u.h..."‘ml IMhank you,

In next monih s issue of OutSmart, Sedaris falks
about pets, specifically her pet rabbit, Dusty.

Blase DiStefano interviewed Valerie Harper

for our April issie.
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A local artist turns paper and other _
glittery materials into glamorous visions
of classic Hollywood N o o 0%

by Donalevan Maines ‘ﬁ?*
Photo of Gregg Nystrom by David Lewis :

aregg Nystrom's ship
comes in, chances are it will
.hl' |.]l'('|’il‘|] i]] ]I.'lll]'l]l'ﬁ Il:”] }It'l;li.“
Laces, metallic ribbons, and glitter glues add an as-
tounding 3-D effect to the decidedly 21st-century art that
the Clear Lake City artist has developed from years of
studying works of his favorite masters, renowned paper-
doll artists Ralph Hodgdon and Beaumont’s Tom Tierney.
This summer, Nystrom might be on the threshold of
widespread acclaim, judging from the type of admiration
that jump-started Tierney's fame by fans who, likewise,
*discovered” him in Houston (he was serving his appren-
ticeship in men’s fashion advertising at Battlestein's in the
early 1950s).
“I have been inspired by Tom Tierney’s spectacular use
of color and life-like renderings that transformed his paper
dolls into art,” Nystrom says. (Some background: In —

-

Smaller than they appear: Artist £
Gregg Nystrom (center) poses i
with his paper dolls of larger-the-life
stars Jean Harlow, Veronica Lake,
Mae West, and Josephine Baker.
The dolls are actual size.
Nystrom, of course, is not.
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Diamond-and-pearl
Miss USA crown:
$200,000.

Two-year scholarship
to The School for Film
and Television in New
York City: $60,000.
Official Miss USA
pearl tiara: $17,500.
Her own paper doll:
Priceless.

The Miss USA Pageant tantalizes
thousands of potential contestants
with a tempting prize package, but
a special honor cherished by a
select few Miss USA titleholders is
their very own paper doll designed

by Clear Lake artist Gregg Nystrom.
Texas's last Miss USA, Kandace

Krueger Matthews of Austin (who
was second runner-up at Miss
Universe in 2001), told me how
honored she was to be presented
with her very own Nystrom doll.

“What a wonderful
surprise it was!” she
said. "It truly
looks lifelike,
as Gregg was
able to capture every
detail from head to toe.

“Grepg has a real talent
for turning a photo into 4
tiny, delicate and priceless
work of art!” —oM

po
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A real doll: This is Gregg Nystrom's
tribute to the reigning national Miss
USA, Tara Conner of Kentucky, who will
represent the United States at the Miss
Universe Pageant on July 23 in Los An-
geles. Nystrom can be reached online
at greggspaperdolls@yahoo.com.

LU EL R Y continued trom previous page

1975, Tierney was casting about for a unique
Christmas present for his mother. Remembering
that she had saved her paper-doll collection from
when she was a girl, Tierney decided to design

for her some paper dolls of 19308 movie stars who
had been his mother’s favorites. A collection that
began with Tierney’s renderings of Garbo, Har-
low, and Gable grew into the artist’s first book,
Thirty from the 30s, which catapulted Tierney to
fame in 1876.)

_\T.\ strom’s own love of I::'|;| MO TS ["]-_I]lll\"\'\l.-ﬂ'.'l
stars evolved into a passion for drawing celebrilies
in paper-doll form.

“I puess I was dazzled by all the glamour, glitz,
Nystrom

says. “The sheer glamour and beauty of their por-

and beautiful girls in fabulous gowns,”

traits and films, and the general aura that those

gorgeous women and handsome men gave off made

me want to capture their likenesses.

“Also, I'd always been drawn to anything
miniature, and I think my love of all things little
IHI_']"_"I_'I_] into a passion for starting my own paper-
doll collection, il'.-|.li]'t"\l :l_\ both Mr, Tierney and
of the

very talented and extremely prolific artist Ralph

the exquisite, finely detailed drawings

Hodgdon.”

Through Nystrom’s study of color, perspective,
and light and shadow, he began drawing subjects
running the gamut from silent movie stars such as

Theda Bara and Barbara La Marr to the women

fy today's glamour

[USAs and Miss Universes

whom he believes best exer

royaity, the Miss

“I first sketeh the subject in pencil, then use
colored pencils for flesh tones, hair and eye color,
and lip color,” he explains. “I also use a cotton
swab to blend down the color so it has an air

brushed-like finish. For drawing the gowns and
other elothes, I've found fantastic paper at art
supply stores, some of which are like sumptuous
velvet fabric.”

By day, Nystrom works in downtown Houston
for The

ter hours, retiring to the home he shares in Clear

rreensheet, the advertising newspaper. Af-

Lake with hair stylist Karry Fuller, his life partner
II|'.'||I|1\I'-'| four VEears, N\'\-l roj Tee andces as a

magazine illustrator and builds
who commission paper dolls of their glamour
favorites.
“It would be great to become a renowned
artist, even if it 1s only locally,” Nystrom says. “I
dream of devoting my entire career to doing what
I love to do: create unique paper dolls, portraits
of couples or singles, and artistic expressions
that capture the joy and beauty

of life.”

Donalevan Maines wrote a F'n'_-nl,f;",-".- of
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America’s first movie about AIDS marks its
20th anniversary with its release on DVD this month.
One of the writers—who went on to create
Queer as Folk—talks about the making of the film
during those grim initial years of the epidemic

by Nancy Ford

hen An Early Frost first
screened on American
television in 1985, AIDS
had been part of America’s
conseious for only four years
But by then, just shy of 60,000
AIDS cases had been reported
in the United States, and nearly
half that number already dead.

Sounds like a great subject for a made-for-TV
movie, right?

This groundbreaking film, written and execu-
tive-produced by Queer as Folk creators Ron Cowen
and Dan Lipman, introduces ug to Michael Pierson,
a young attorney recently promoted to partner in
his firm. Attractive, successful, and totally closeted,
Michael discovers via the telltale sign of a coughing
fit that his pneumonia is the result of AIDS.

The story winds through Michael's process of not
only accepting his diagnosis but also coming out to
his family—concepts that, while unremarkable now,
were unheard of in network television programming
at that time.

Screenwriters and producers Ron Cowen and Daniel
Lipman's 1985 collaboration, An Early Frost, was the

first TV movie to openly deal with issues related to HIV
and AIDS. Starring Aidan Quinn (I}, Gena Rowlands, Ben
Gazarra, and Sylvia Sydney (seated), the film earned
Cowen and Lipman an Emmy for Outstanding Writing in a
Miniseries or a Special as well as a Peabody Award and
a Gelden Globe namination. In 2000, Cowen and Lipman
adapted the hit British series Queer as Folk for American
audiences on Showtime.
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n June 11 at the 17th Annual GLAAD Media Awards in San Francisco, QAFs Sharon Gless
resented Ron Cowen (1) and Dan Lipman—who have been together for more than 30 years, both

“professionally and personally—with GLAAD’s Davidson/Valentini Award. Named after Craig Da-
Widson, GLAAD's first executive director, and his partner Michael Valentini, the award is presented

‘Mo an openly GLBT media professional who has made a significant difference in promoting equal

Fights for our community. “We must all continue to fight for [LGBT] visibility and for an honest

epiction of our world and our lives” Cowen said, accepting the award. Lipman added, "As Debbie
Gless's character on QAF] would say: ‘Mourn the losses because they are many, but celebrate

In it, Michael's mother, playved by the
xquisite Gena Rowlands, is a woman trying
to make her son's lot in life as easy for him
to bear as possible. Making this considerably

harder is Michael's father, portrayed by Ben
razzara. Though initially reacting with the
predictable macho bravura that some men
ling to upon learning their gay sons will
ever live up to their standard of masculin-
ty, by the end of the story he is actively
upportive.

The film also introduces us to Victor
[YAmato, played by John Glover, repre-
senting one of television's first flamboyant

j : he victories because they are few! That's why we're all here tonight—to celebrate.”

gqueens, predating Jack MeFarland by two
decades. “Laugh and the world laughs with
you,” Victor extols, adding, “Cry and you bore
me to tears.”

Emaciated yet still screamingly clever,
Vietor illustrates how far we have indeed
come in the battle against HIV. Seeing his
hospital mate obviously near death, the
recently diagnosed Michael wants to know
what his future holds and asks Victor how
long he has lived with AIDS. Victor's stunning
answer: two years.

The film ends with Michael having recon-
ciled with his family and his partner, but ends

with a twist some may not have noticed when
first viewing the film that night in 1985. The
viewer sees Michael leaving his family’s home
in a taxi, his father encouraging him to stay
strong, that he can beat this disease. The
next shot shows Michael in a still photograph
implying, a la the final scene of Philadelphia,
that he died. But then the shot widens fo
show us that the picture is one of Michael's
whole family, reinforcing the happy ending
of them having reconciled their differences.
Was this the producers’ way of offering view-
ers—both those infeeted by and infected with
AIDS—a morsel of hope for survival? —»
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An Early Frost, Latel

continued from previous page

An Early Frost was nominated for
14 Emmys, picking up four, as well as a
Golden Globe for Sylvia Sydney's portrayal
of Michael’s loving and wise grandmother.
“It's not a disgrace,” she tells Michael. “It's
a disease.”

The year An Early Frost was collecting its
awards, 1986, was a big year for the Gs and
the Ts of the GLBT community: That same
year, Vanessa Redgrave was Emmy-nomi-
nated for her portrayal of groundbreaking
transgender tennis star, Renee Richards, in
Second Serve. Marlo Thomas beat out both
Redgrave and Rowlands in that category for
Nobady's Child.

It's strange to see a teleplay with gay
characters, in this time of Queer Eve for the
Straight Guy, Six Feet Under, and Will &
Grace, in which a same-sex couple doesn’t
employ displays of affection that have be-
come commonplace on the big and small
screen. Even though Michael and his partner
have been together for two years, the two
barely touch, let alone kiss or embrace.

But the historical significance of An
Early Frost cannot be underestimated. It
reminds us of a time before AZT, before clini-
cal trials, before cocktails, when ambulances
and funeral homes—and sometimes, even
hospitals—often refused services to people
with HIV. It also deals with the preposter-
ous yet then-commonplace fears of Michael's
pregnant sister, who initially refuses any
close contact with her brother, as well as the
father's insistence that Michael no longer
kiss his mother. Perhaps most notable—and
to the producers’ credit—is that though the
film predated the concept of safer sex, it
contains repeated references to how HIV
is transmitted, a public service until then
unseen or unheard of in the mainstream
media.

Prior to the DVD release set for July
18, screenwriter Dan Lipman discussed the
making of An Early Frost, how the film im-
pacted their lives, and its ultimate natural
progression to Queer as Folk.

Nancy Ford: During the mid-'80s, gay men
here in Houston began dropping like flies,
as I'm sure they were in your circle. What
was going on in your lives as you were writ-
ing the teleplay?

Dan Lipman: | remember the first time
I'd seen anything about it [AIDS]. Geraldo
Rivera had done a feature on one of their
news programs, and it was just horrifie. You
saw these gay pride parades, and it was very
sensational. You saw the swollen, bloated
unfortunate people who had this, the lesions,
We were just horrified.
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Perry Lafferty was an NBC executive
whao left his post to produce this film because
he felt very, very strongly about it. He said
the only way to get this seript on was [to pres-
ent it] as a family drama. In fact, at one point,
Ron and I were debating about whether we
should even mention AIDS in it at all.

Well, so little was known about AIDS at the
time. Do you recall any feedback following
the film? Did you get more fan mail than
hate mail or backlash from the religious
right?

Actor Aidan Quinn (above) is no stranger to
media controversy. Twenty years after he starred
in An Early Frost, Quinn played an Episcopal
minister on NBC's quickly canceled The Book of
Daniel. Conservative Christian groups objected
to the show's content; its promotional tagline was
“Sex. Drugs. Stolen Money And Martinis. Family
Can Really Test Your Faith.”

There wasn't any. Sponsorship was pulled, so
basically when it aired that night on Nov. 11,
19856—11/11, that's our lucky number—the
network had to sponsor it themselves. So it
was all promos. Except—this was unbeliev-
able—there was one commercial for a King
James Bible.

Whaaat?!
[Eaughing] Yes, a King James Bible.

So God sponsored the show?

I remember this commercial. It was set in
King James's court, and somebody was dane-
ing around with a Bible. It was very, very
strange. | guess that was the only response
we had from the far right, the religious right.
It was very bizarre. It also hailed that night
in Los Angeles, which is also very strange. We
had a little gathering at a friend’s house and

at one of the key moments of the film, some-
one said, “Oh, look out the window! It’s hail-
ing!” And I said, “Look at the sereen! What
are you looking out there for!” [Laughs]

That's pretty calm, considering.

Yes, but at that time, there was no e-mail.
You couldn't get that instant response.
Mostly it was very, very positive, so to speak,
[t brought families together. There was one
letter in particular—I think it was from the
sister of this guy who had AIDS. He was
in the hospital, and his father, just like in
the film, had not spoken to him. He would
come and visit him out of obligation because
the mother insisted. She said one night he
came to visit—the night of An Early Frost.
When it began, the father was sitting in a
chair across the room and the son was in a
hospital bed. She said by the end of it the
father was sitting on the bed with his arm
around his son,

And I'm sure there were hundreds of
situations just like that that you didn't
hear about.

Absolutely. And there were people who called
us or who wrote us and said they had been
estranged from their parents. There was
one guy, I remember, who said he'd been es-
tranged from his parents and family. The film
was on from 9 till 11, and he said that at 11:05
the phone rang. It was his mother saving,
“Will you come to dinner tomorrow night so
we can talk?” It's always strange to me—the
power and the impact of television.

Sure, it's what happens in our lives, trans-
ferred to the little screen.

Absolutely, absolutely. 1 suppose the posi-
tive stories, the inspiring ones, are the ones
we remember the most. The same thing
happened with Queer as Folk, which is so
strange. There was no religious right or
right wing outpouring against it. And that's
what we were prepared for, but it never
happened.

What was going on though, which was
very, very uncomfortable about the whole
experience of An Early Frost was that we had
a lot of friends who had AIDS. We had a very
dear friend who passed away the night we
won the Emmy. So [ wish we never had had
to write An Early Frost or had had anything
to do with it. There's a very fine line when
all of the sudden people are throwing awards
and accolades at you, What is it for? Seeing
people around you dying? A lot of that was
going on at the time,

Also what was strange is that people
would invite us to dinner, people we hardly
knew. But they would say, “Oh, please come
to dinner.” And then they would say, “Ron or
Dan, can I talk to you for a second?”

Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency

Your aoents... your atvocates. Auto Home Renters Life Health Business And much more!

6575 W Loop S, Suite 185 : Bellaire, TX 77401 : www.SchmerlerAgency.com : 713.661.7700

FARMERS

Joson Gorcio

ocated in the new fashionable
East side of Houston, Live Oak
Lofts has combined the ambiance

of 1932 with 21st century features.
Lots of space with 14" and 21’
ceilings, create the classic feel ‘you
expect in a true loft.
occupancy!

Immediate

From the $140s + 20 different floor plans

1312 Live Oak & Houston, Texas « 77003
www: |iveoakloftshouston.com

Steve Rooke

713.225.5565 A
LEADING REAL ESTATE m @BJI;EQE
W COMPANIES o THE WORLD™

y
TR
Elijah Kabalka

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

SANCTUARY FOR ALL

Join Us For Sunday Services at 8:30 or 10:50 a.m. and
the reconciling witness of our new Pastor, Rev. Andy Noel
(Coffee & fellowship follow)

BERING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Rev. Andy Noel, Pastor
Rev, Jerry Goree, Director of Congregational Care
1440 Harold Street at Mulberry * Houston, TX 77006 = 713.526.1017
hitp:/fwww.beringume.org
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An Early Frost, Lately

continued from page 74

Ohno...

And then they'd take us to the library or
to another room and they'd say, “You know,
I have a lump here,” or “I have this mark
here.” And we'd have to say to them, "We're
sorry, but we're not doctors.” Everyone was
s0 paranoid about it.

Oh sure, everyone was so hypersensitive
then about every little ache or pain. How
did you keep up with all the new discoveries
about the disease at that time?

I remember when Rock Hudson died, there
was an article that came out that said, *"NBC
is doing this quickie movie about AIDS. The
script was probably written in a weekend.”
[In actuality, the script took more than two
years to write.] It was go timely, Nancy. There
is this scene in the show where the mother,
the Gena Rowlands character, comes in with
a copy of Ttme magazine that has AIDS
on the cover. We were about to prepare a
mock-up. It didn't exist, a Time magazine
with “AIDS” on the cover. But that week,
Newsweek came out with AIDS on its cover
and that's what we used in the film.

Serendipity.

[t was shot so that we could insert a shot of
Terry O'Quinn, who plaved the doctor, giving
any kind of updated information, up until the
very last minute, just so it would be current
Our medical advisor said, “As you're writ-
ing this, you're going to see a lot of articles,
But the medical community doesn't want
to throw everything out there and frighten
evervbody.” When we began, they had just
found out the virus was in saliva

Well, it did predate all the safer sex mes-
sages, so thank you for including the educa-
tion that was in An Early Frost, especially
when so little was known by the general

public at the time. Who knows how many
lives you saved with those messages about
how the virus is transmitted.

I really, really hope so.

Did you ever think that 20 years later, we'd
still be searching for a cure?

I remember that I thought that the film
would be very antiquated, and I thought that
by this point in time, 20 years later, we'd
say, “Oh, it was certainly very unfortunate,
but luckily there's no such thing as AIDS
anymore.”

I noticed something kind of incidental, or
perhaps co-incidental, as | was watching
An Early Frost, regarding Queer as Folk.
The AIDS patient who dies is named Victor
in both An Early Frost and QAF. Was that
an accident?

I don't remember this. Tell me . .

In Queer as Folk, Debbie's brother's
name was Victor and . ..

Oh, of courze, Uncle Vic! You know some-
thing? That was a complete coincidence.
There are a lot of coincidences that hap-
pened. Sometimes you write things subeon-
seiously that you're not aware of. Someone
who's known Hon and me for probably 30
vears came out of the first episode of Queer
as Folk and said to me, *Obviously, Brian
is Ron and you're Michael.” | said, “Why do
yvou think that? And he said, “Well, look at
them physically. Ron looks like Brian.” And
he did! [ Laughing] We should all be so lucky!
And when [ was younger, I did look like Hal
Sparks. Hal did a film for Showtime called
Bleacher Bums, and he showed me a picture
and [ went to my high school vearbook, and
that's exactly what I looked like.

That is hysterical.

And Debbie, Sharon Gless's character, had
red hair, and my mother had red hair. When
somebody pointed this out to me, my mouth

FrosT 0N DVD

includes a commentary track by actor
Terry Quinn and screenwriters Ron Cow-
en and Dan Lipman as well as the 1987
Emmy-winning short documentary Living
With AIDS, by Tina DiFeliciantonio. An
Early Frost is available from Wolfe Video

he 20th anniversary special collec-
tor's edition DVD of An Early Frost

76 JULY 2008 OutSmart

dropped. I said, “You know, yvou're right. I
never even thought of that!”

I'll tell you one link between the twe
Vietors in An Early Frost and Queer as Folk.
People were saying we should do An Early
Frost II, beeause the character Uncle Vie
says, ‘Well, I'm going to die, so I'm going
to cash out all of my savings and my credit
cards, and I'm going to take my last trip and
then I'm gmng to die.” But then, they don't
die. So now what do they do?

Any possibility of a QAF reunion episode,
or a movie? So many people loved the
show and miss it.

Thank you. Thank vou very muech. As far as
a reunion show, I really don’t know, 1 think
everybody was really readv to move on. Gale
Harold, of course, is on this new big show
called Vanished, which will be on in the fall.
And people have gone on to other projects.
But you never know about the future, Never
Say never.

Jut when vou do a series, it's such an
investment of time. On QAF, 1 spent five
years getting four hours of sleep a mght, and
that includes weekends. So il you're going to
commit to something, vou have to really, re-
ally love it. If you do commit to something, it
has to be something vou really feel you want
to put that amount of time into. But you
have to be creatively fallow at times, just to
Eel your energy back and see where you are
in the world. Hopefully, if there i1s another
television project, it will be something we

love just as much

What are you and Ron working on now,
Dan?

We're working on a musical for the theater.
Television has been very, very good to us, and
we had a great time working on our shows,
put I think we'd like to work our way back to
the theater as much as we possibly can

Can you tell us a little about the musical?
It's based on a film called A Private Funetion,
which was a film. Alan Bennett, who won a
Tony this year for The History Boys, wrote a
screenplay. It was released in the late '80s,
around the time of An Early Frost, actually.
It starred Maggie Smith and Michael Palin,
and it takes place in post-war Britain where
there’s very severe food rationing. It's about
people who are deprived of food so they get
depraved and steal a pig. It's very funny, but
it's a very dark look at human nature.

Well, that's Michael Palin.

Exactly, exactly. So we optioned the film.
It seems like a lot of fun, and very much a
change of pace from Queer as Folk. 1 feel it's
always important to pop out of another hole
and not do the same thing, W
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Mercedes-Benz
ATTRACTIVE
FINANCING INCENTIVES
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Call Rick Benson
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7000 Katy Road = Houston, TX 77024 « 713
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It’s Where You Find Your Look In Eyewear :Q
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July Events:
July 14th - 16th

| Your image just got better!
Missionaries from Taiwan

ilamaiRogker === EeS

~_ Hi'figer to Dolce & Gahbana Ask about our fall seminar
ﬁ A hen Melissa Etheridge rocks Cynthia Woods Mitchell
i 4 Pavilion on July 16, it won't be her first post-breast cancer GO Ahe qd
= appearance in Houston. Fans remember her stepping in %
’ at the last minute to replace ailing sister rocker Sheryl j d F d O 't
Crow at a Houston Livestock & Rodeo show in March. But it will be an ]'n u
the fully recovered Etheridge’s first full-length concert here since WHAT GOD HAS FORYOU!

/ her 2004 bout with breast cancer.

But Etheridge better start working on some lullabies in ad-
dition to her rock 'n’ roll tunes. She and spouse Tammy Lynn
Michaels are expecting twins in the fall, adding a couple more
mouths to feed to their growing brood. The twins make a total of

ing at the Houston Livest four children that Ms. E is responsible for, including two children
. s 3 from her first relationship with video director Julie Cypher.
twins. Etheridge per The show is part of a whirlwind 37-city summer tour that

CEH

SUNDAY SERVICE 10AM - 3333 FANNIN - SUITE 106 - 713.528.6756
Loak for the welcome banners. We are located in the ICC Bullding - Ample Parking Upstairs

ACTS Bible School

Training with a purpose. Our graduates
are equipped in the knowledge of the

Word, the Power of the Spirit and then
commissioned into ministry. Sponsored

IMAGE
CLEANERS

by emiglobal.org

! 00! ) includes three Texas stops, including Austin (July 14) and Dal- *
| 2 : Weekly Home Study Fellowship 3 3
| : las (July 15), before wrapping up onlhugus’t 29 in Phoenix. That Now offering same-day Saturday service. . . =
should get her home before Tammy's water breaks. —Nancy Ford k & Prayer & Intercession House o
Looking good has never been so convenient. Ouse o
Men's Fellowship C‘I[_()R‘Y
3407 Montrose 542 Waugh 304 Gray Children's Ministry www.houseofglory.org

713.527.0880 713.529.1150 713.807.7001

'I'HANKS FOR A GREAT PRIDE
FESTIVAL 2006, HOUSTON!

SERVICE DEPARTMENT  PARTS DEPARTMENT  COLLISION CENTER
281-719-3816  281-719-3798  281.719-3874

."" 100,000 MILE WARRANTY

FFREE
,_L_l With £ very New Retail Vehicle Purchase

VISIT US 24 /7 AT planetford.com
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shoes, fake noses, fright wigs, and Hula Hoops pant, staying there is downright impossible. That’s why Alan Ware, a k.a.

BE AN OUT CLOWN. It’s difficult enough for a person to live in the eloset, but when that closet is full of oversized

GBrampa Clown, decided to come out as the gay man that he is.

A student of master mime Marcel Marceau and the Dell Arte International School of Physical Theatre in California, Ware
(pictured, in and out of costume) graduated from clown college in 1996, He has been clowning ever since with Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey Circus, which comes to Reliant Stadium July 14-23,

“These who cannot laugh at themselves leave that job to others,” Ware says, without so much as a honk to his nose. “If you
are not a living mockery of your own dreams, you have set your standards too low.”

REE SPEECH(MAKING), PAID

TUITION. There is no dearth of things
for civie-minded Houstonians to do the after-
noon of July 9.

]::\'t'T'_\_"I')lifl_'_«'l:-i ot a story, and this month
Equality Texas is loeking for GLBT-headed
families to tell theirs as part of its newly
launched Qur Stories campaign. Equality
Texas (the Austin-based GLBT equal rights
group formerly known as Lesbian Gay Rights
Lobby of Texas) has partnered with Family
Pride to present speakers’ bureau training
during the month of July.

The program, which aims to educate
Texans about GLBT families’ lives and to
dispel the misinformation of the extreme
right, 1s scheduled for July 9, 1-5 p.m., at
Bering Memorial United Methodist Chureh,
with lunch at 12:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome
to attend the free training. Register: www
equalitytexas.org.

On the same day, the PFLAG/HATCH

Youth Scholarship Foundation will announce
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the 2006 recipients of its yearly scholar-
ships, honoring outstanding achievement
by graduating GLBT students. Last year,
the foundation awarded a total of $103,000
to Houston-area students. The ceremony
takes place at St. Paul's United Methodist
Church.

N THE ISLAND. Freshly moved in

to their new home at 1401 39th St. in
Galveston, Harbor Metropolitan Community
Church will participate in the Island’s an-
nual Fourth of July parade, thanks to Bill
Love and B.W. Cornelius and their beautiful,
antique Lincoln convertible.

And talk about accommodating: Harbor
MCC’s Sunday worship hours are conveniently
scheduled at 4 p.m. Rev. Pat Farnan says the
chureh is eonsidering adding a morning serviee,
perhaps as soon as August, for the more tradi-
tionally minded worshipper. Send her a note
at harbormeeofgalveston@gmail.com or call
409/770-9988 to express your time preference.

N YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD. Back

in the Bayou City, Rev. Tadd Williams,
pastor of New Covenant Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), has been named to
the board of directors of the Voices for
Justice Network, a nonprofit agency that
is dedicated to helping persons who are
survivors of sexual exploitation and human
trafficking.

Williams, who holds a Master of Divinity
degree from Louisville Presbyterian Theo-
lagical Seminary, was awarded the Todd
Bratkovitch Peace Fellowship Award by the
Disciples Peace Fellowship of the Christian
Church (Diseiples of Christ) last summer
for his program, Project R.1.O.T., that works
directly with homeless youth on the streets
of Houston. A support network for persons
who are recovering from working within the
sex industry, or those who are considering
leaving it, meets each week at the Houston
GLBT Community Center. More info: www
radicalchristians.org. l

| 1 Al .
' Customer Service...
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— H Texas Magazine
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“If we Ain’t Got It, We'll Geuiﬁ“

For all your lighting needs:
Track-Neon-Decorative Lighting
Landscape & Security
Specializing in Medical and
Photo Bulbs |

1203 Westheimer - 713.521.0330
400 W. Bay Area Blvd. - 281.3368.1196
7329 FM 1960 - 261.440.1660

25915 45N, Woodlands -1.281.298.5309 I

www.lightbulbsunlimitedusa.com
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Windswept Landscape Studios

Distinctive Landsc apes

DEFINED

www.windsweptlandscape.com

&
Buy Curious!
Know what you can buy before you shop for
a home with our Free Pre-Approval Service

Free Home Appraisal

with new loan purchase”

« Refinance/Cash Out

* New Construction Financing
* -0- Down Payment Options

* No Income Verification Loans

ASK ABOUT OUR
10-DAY CLOSING GUARANTEE*

HOME LOANS
Easy. Really’

Cody Grizzoffi

TOP PRODUCER
Over $28 Million Loans Closed in 2005

Branch Manager—River Oaks
Countrywide Home Loans

810 Waugh Drive, Suite 101, Houston, TX 77018

Call 832-541-1103

Cody_Grizzoffi@countrywide.com
httpi/fhome.countrywide.com/codygrizzofii
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) (actor, Brokeback Mountain)

(MTV Movie Awards, ﬁa’ﬂa’ﬂﬁ)

His acceptance speech as winner with Heath
Mountain for Best Kiss:

This is a real honor, not just for me and Heath but for all of you,
and this kiss over all the other ones.

Le Ifll_-n 1 Brokebacl

that you picked this movie
I gaid to Heath [Ledger]
don't win the MTV Movie Award for best kiss, then it wasn't

after we finished [the scenel, if we

waorth it. It's worth it now. It's a big deal. Thank you all from all
those struggling with love, which is all of us

MR (:icor CNN's Lou Dobibs Tonight)

(cnn.com, 6/7/06)
President Bush. . . urged Congress to pass a constitutional amend
ment banning gay marriage, at a time when the United States
faces some of the greatest challenges in our nation’s histor)

Sa, logically, \\h.ll could possibly better ensure the prosperous
families

and bright future of working men and women and their {

than for the Senate to work on a constitutional amendment that
is puaranteed to fail? . .

The president and the Senate’s Republican leadership are
to our Constitution i8 necessary
about the

ray marriage 1s utter

now claiming that an amendment
to save the American family. No matter how you feel
issue . .. aconstitutional amendment to ban g
and complete nonsense. It's an insult to the intelligence of every
voter, Republican or Democrat, liberal or conservative

I wonder if the president’s political ;-1.,1\'1~'|-!'.-' know just how
ill-advised and smarmy this wedge issue looks to the millions
of us who want solutions to the eritical, urgent problems facing

Worse, I wonder if they even care.

this nation

{Out, T/06, Jasan Lamphier, Jeffrey Epstein, or Bruce Shenitz)

Out: In your 2004 book, Everything About Me Is Fake ... and
I'm Perfect, you wrote about sexual encounters with other
female models.
Janice Dickinson: Yes,

that's right. I've had dalliances with other

women. | lm;ru{ ate anyone who follows the » nature of the spirif

of their soul. [ applaud gay men, and [ ¢ []1| d gay women,
You've also done a lot of work for AIDS
country the

It really pisses me off: In this re is enough money

and power to find a cure—but we're not doing enough. I send in
anonymous checks to various organizations every week. They

don’t have to know where it comes from. It just rolls in, babe.

(commentary on the recent Mommie Dearest DVD)

II
Mommie Dearestis “a I‘emaleli
female-impersonator role.i
|
|

I’s the first drag queen role
played by a woman.”

Asove: DC Comics' new Batwoman
illustration shows us that she's one
tough lady/lesbian. RicHr: Ben Price

plays bisexual Conrad on BBC Amer-

ica's Footballers Wive$. Becow: John
Waters comments on Faye Dunaway
as Mommie Dearest (inset).

Compiled by Blase DiStefano

r
) (actor, Foothaflers Wive$)

(Oul, 7106, Gareth McLean)

Ben Price, who plays Conrad [on BBC
America’s Footballers Wive$] ... says
he was determined that Conrad be proud
of who he is. “l didn’t want him to be
apologetic, closeted, or ashamed of
who he was,” Price says. “Conrad is very
confident about himself and his sexual-
ity. He fancies men, he fancies women:
| don’t think he sees himself as gay or
bisexual. He’s just sexual, like a lot of
people are”




DVD/VHS

by Eric A.T. Dieckman

NO MORE WIRE HANGERS!

Faye Dunaway channels Joan Crawford in Mommie Dearest

| Joan Crawford (Faye
Dunaway) is dressed
up to lounge around.
Inser: Joan's got an
ax to grind.

with ferocious verve.

emember when Christina Crawford’s  rose bushes, serubbing the
memoir/expose of mother Joan was theater floors (yuuuuck)

on the big screen?

Like a dark Rocky Hor- e =
ror, audience members :
took to it like an interac-

tive scream-along, shouting

Revisit those days of . t
camp Queen-of-Hollywood 3
&

vesteryear with the 25th

(The Revival of Joan, Life
anniversary edition of the clas- with Joan—with behind-
sic film tell-all. Commentary by
John Waters practically makes On), interviews with the actors and others,

Joan's abrasive abuses in the-scenes stories—and Joan Lives

\
harmony with Faye Dunaway, ‘

waving wire hangers in the 1! re-viewing this severe drama-cum- and a photo gallery.
air like so many lighters at a melodramatic-comedy cult clas- 1981. Directed by Frank Perry. From

Lynyrd Skynyrd concert, vio- sic worthwhile. Other bonuses Paramount Home Entertainment (www

lently shaking axes at imaginary include three new featurettes .paramount.com/homeentertainment).

’ MORE DVD/VHS PREVIEWS

The Elfen Show: The Complete Series retums to her small-town roots. Taking refuge in the home  never-before-aired shows. = From Sony Pictures Home
[ The follow-up to her landmark series o her eccentric mother (Cloris Leachman), Ellen reunites  Entertainment (www.sonypictures.com).

y Ellen, DeGeneres made television his-  with her hlithering high school teacher, Mr. Munn (Martin

tory in 1997 as the first series star o Mull), and her senior prom date, Rusty (Jim Gaffigan), wha ~ Julie Johnson

come out of the closet as a leshian, as  thinks they can pick up where they left off (even though  Frustrated with fife, Julie (Lili Taylor) decides to take
a character, and an actress. = When  she's a leshian). Although a world of experience separates  a computer class. The course fosters a sense of con-
" her high-profile Internet company  them, Ellen slowly readjusts to a way of life she thought  fidence, leading her to throw her overbearing husband
i fails, Ellen Richmand (DeGeneres)  she left long ago. = The DVD features 18 episodes and six  out of the house. Claire (Courtney Love), Julie’s —»
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Specializing in
Partner Loans
Stated Income Loans
Bad Credil

Cash Outs

Refinance Purchases
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. “FAMILY” <
AApN

Call
Dawn Reeves

281.830.5969

Apply for your loan online!
www.diverselending.net

Linense Number: L0, #57855

Let my family help your family into a home today! Call today for a free consultation and credit report

A COMMUNITY!!!

EXPERIENCE
THE AMBIANCE
of tranquil

fountains & regal
statues with easy
access lo the
Galleria, dining

and entertainment.

| COME AND EXPERIENCE
| WestCreek At River Oaks

michael beard
cell 713.205.3141
michaslbeard@andersonprops..

jimmy wolner
cell 832.613.7126

jimmy@andersonprops. o

: WestCreek Apartments

no introductions | e
required. o 2hour

pools, 24-hour fitness

center, tennis courts = WesiCreek At River Oaks
with pro lessons, heated 2049 WesiCreek'tns ou: TA #7024
i 713.622.1001
lap pool and Jacuzzi,
suzanne 741 east 11th ", WestCreek Apartments
houston, texas 77008 putting green, and an B e E:;.Tx 77027
anderson 713.862.0000 on-site dry cleaner. 713.629.4663
PROPERTIES

suzanneandersonproperties.com .
1 BDR from $629 » 2 BDR from $789 » 3 BDR from $1200
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October 21 and 22
Hobby Center, Zilkha Hall
for tickets and info:
www.halloweenmagic.org

at **‘llll /

J&fﬁtﬁwmmm&m

, SPELLING BEE

Halloween Magic is a
501(c)3 organization.

Daniel Garces

OutSmart Magazine 2000, 2001 and 2002

Counselor/Consultant

Voted “Best Therapist”

Readers Choice Awards

Free Phone Consultation

713.526.8390

Fine American Craft
Handerafted furniture = Jewalry'r
Ceramics = Unigue Lighting = Garden Art

713.426. 4ART(278)
| 3423 White Dak Drive | Houston, TX 77007

www.dansmnd.net
Dan77006@yahoo.com

Hoving your mew home professionally
inspected early in the buying process can
save you thousands of dollars.
We will give you the information you need.

Home Inspections for the Seller

Having your home inspected, before your
property goes on the market can get
you the best sales price for your home.
We will help you maximize your
home value and real estate
investment!

JIM’S HOME INSPECTION

O =m B B8 O O

Jim Giulian
781.380.1548 cell
713.527.0209 office

jimgiulian@yahoo.com  Trec#8616
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DVD/VHS PREVIEWS

continued from page 64

hest friend, follows Julie's example,
then moves in with her. There the
two discover and nurture their love
for each other. Though their pas-
sion grows, so does the distance
f between them and their friends
and neighbors. = 2001. Co-written
and directed by Bob Gosse. = From Genius Products
{www.geniusproducts.com),

April's Shower
Alex (Trish Doolan), a struggling
. -.{;« chef, frenetically races to prepare
‘? food for her close friend April's
] i (Maria Cina) wedding shower.
I! Though she wants everything to go
= perfectly for her friend, memories
Ly of her past romantic relationship
with April will not loosen their persistent grip on Alex's
heart. Will those memories stay in the past or will April
change her plans and pick up where they left off? »
2003. Written and directed by Trish Doolan. = From
Genius Products (www.geniusproducts.com).

An Emply Bed

Bill Frayne (John Wylie), an aging
] 0ay man, reflects upon his younger
i days, his choices, his life, and the
& empty bed awaiting him at the end
¢ of the day. Told primarily through
flashbacks, this gay Gitizen Kane-
esque classic tells the touching
story of one man's life. = 1989, Written and directed
by Mark Gasper. = From First Run Features (www
firstrunfeatures.com),

Born in Flames

Set in a future America 10 years af-
ter the Second American Revolution,
Adelaide Norris (Jean Satterfield),
founder of the Wemen's Army, is
mysteriously slain. Enraged, a co-
alition of women rise to overthrow
the system. Practically every form
of radical feminism, from militant black lesbians to
straight white punk musicians, comes together in
thrilling and comic form in this relevant classic. =
1983. Directed by Lizzie Borden. = From First Run
Features (www firstrunfeatures.com).

Praject Runway: The Complete Second Season
The season's winner, Houstonian
Chloe Dao, owner of the boutique
Lucky 8 here in town, can be seen
in all her deleted-scene glory in this
' fashionista frenzy of a reality series.
Does Heidi Kium ever lose her grace?
Will Santino’s ego ever deflate? Find
out in the blooper reel. = From Genius Products (www
Jgeniusproducts.com). Il
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Paul Savant. A native of Louisiana, Savant brings over 22 years
of professional dog grooming experience to
the new Happy Tails facility, located at 13156 §
Waugh Drive between W, Gray and W. Dallas.
Prior to joining Happy Tails, Savant owned and
operated grooming salons in Friendswood and
Pearland for the past 17 years. His experience
in grooming all breeds of dogs includes several
vears of professional show-ring grooming.

Savant is quick to point out his passion
for hig work saying, "Grooming is an art, and
I enjoy the creativity of completing a cut to
mateh each dog’s personality.” Savant achieves
this through conversation with each dog’s
owner to understand their expectations and to
get to know their canine companion.

When asked what drew him to Happy Tails Dog Spa, Savant
replies, “I knew the moment [ walked in the door that it would
be a good fit.

“I'm excited about the opportunity to develop grooming

HaPPy Ta!IS HAPPY TAILS DOG SPA OFFERS FULL-SERVICE GROOMING

appy Tails Dog Spa, which opened its first dog daycare
and spa facility in Texas in March, now offers full-service,

professional grooming with the addition to its staff of

1315 Waugh Drive = 713.522.8144 « www.happytailsdogspa.com

clientele for Happy Tails. Also, I knew right away that the people
behind Happy Tails are the best.”

The Happy Tails Dog Spa on Waugh is a gay-owned and
operated business that caters to the GLBT community. Owner
m Don Puryear adds, “With Paul joining the
| business, we are able to provide full-service,
y show-quality grooming in addition to our dog
dayeare, boarding, and spa services.”

In addition to dog grooming, daycare and
boarding services, Happy Tails offers 6,000
square feet of indoor/outdoor play space in a
safe, supervised environment. Canine clientele
enjoy high-definition televisions in all play
rooms, certified canine massage therapists,
and specially priced “spa days” that combine
daycare with spa menu selections. Their
human companions enjoy an extensive retail
boutique, live web cameras, multiple-dog
savings, and convenient hours of operation
seven days per week.

Happy Tails Dog Spa welcomes visitors to stop by for a tour
of the facility, after which they are certain that “if you had a tail,
you'd wag it!”

LIBERTY CAB....

MmdSet Up a Chmommdmuntw

£ 695-67 00

Excellent 24-Hour Service Since 1981
Service is What Drives Us!

www.libertycab.net

Vrea W'Sl All Vehicles are independently leased El operatad by - E
Independant Contractors. Rates ragulated / City of Huusran Carils

WE ACCE

PT RESERVATIONS

-

TERRE COFFMAN

Bringing you the BEST of URBAN LIVING

Shady Acres

1612 Beall Street

MLS #2573140
$309,500

Charming cotfoge style home builf in 2000, Home fea-
tures hardweoods throughoul with tike in the klichen ond
bothrooms. Wood buming Rreploce. Masfer badroom
with private balcony. Double Vemndas in front with
posch swing ond large covered back parch over-Jocking
sweet mofure flower gorden and vegetable gorden. Lots
of large windows for natural fight. Big open kitehen with
solid oak cupboaras, Energy efficient feoturas include UV
foll in attic, insulation under heuse and Dual MG units:

713 866. 780 BANKER O

www.terrecoffman.com Swilley-Hudson
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by Nancy Ford

PRETTY IN PINK

Lt. Jim Dangle and company return on Comedy Central’s Reno 911!

e love Kerri Kenney-Silver’s overactive-yet-
undermedicated Officer Trudy Weigel. We
love Niecy Nash's ghetto-fabulous Deputy

Raineesha Williams. And we love Cedric Yarbrough's
strong-but-with-a-heart-of-marshmallow Officer
Jonesie.

But it’s Reno 911/s Lt. Jim Dangle, played by
Thomas Lennon I, who perhaps yanks hardest on
our heartstrings. The openly bisexual (with a strong
leaning toward the boy side) peace officer rides herd
over Comedy Central’s heavily improv'd satirical
police series, set in Reno (duh) Nevada.

Reno 911! begins its fourth season on Comedy
Central on July 9 at 10:30 p.m., opening with the rev-
elation that Officer Trudy is with child. {But whose?)
Here's a bonus tidbit: Paul Reubens is scheduled for a
guest appearance this season.

Fans get a second dose of Dangle when
Reno 911!: The Complete Third Season
Uneensored! DVD is released on July 11.
The DVD includes not only the requisite
“audio commentary” from the cast and crew,
but action figure promos as well.

Earlier this summer when he wasn't
busy Dangling, Lennon began filming Balls
of Fire, a movie exploring the often-neglected world

of high-stakes ping-pong. Otherwise, Lennon can soon

he seen on the big screen on Keno 911! Miami, in
which those crazy cops respond to a terrorist attack
that disrupts a national police convention in Miami
Beach during spring break. South Beach, take cover!

For more info or to confirm schedule: www.com-
edycentral.com

(October

Alan Cumming
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The cast of Reno 911! (I-r): Niecy Nash,
Wendi McLendon-Covey, Thomas Lennon,
Cedric Yarbrough, Kerri Kenney-Silver,
Mary Birdsong, Robert Ben Garant, and
Carlos Alazraqui.

inser: Lt. Jim Dangle (Lennon) rehearses
his law-enforcing moves prior to the July
9 kickoff of Reno 9717s fourth season on
Comedy Central.

PRE-MIDNIGHT MUNCHIES

Sundanece Channel’s Midnight Snack with Alan Cumming

brings cult films to our living rooms

ot the munchies for more Alan (what's that smell?) Cumming, now that his stint as the bisexual café
manager on Showtime's The L Word is a thing of the past? Worry not. The Tony
Award-winning actor and perfumer returns to television this month to host a third
season of Sundance Channel's Friday night cult movie retrospective, Midnight Snack.
The new season begins July 7 at midnight (make that 11 p.m. central, but the
name 1/ o'clock Snack didn't resonate) offering 16 new titles kicking off with the
soi-fi classic Dune, directed by David Lynch.
Following on subsequent Friday nights are John Waters' Pink Flamingos (July
14), David Cronenberg's Videodrome (July 21), and Faith Akin's Head-On (July
28). Upcoming selections you'll want ta Sharpie onto your viewing calendar include
Howard Alk's Janis (September 1), Greg Araki's Nowhere (September B), Paul
Bogart's Torch Song Trilogy (September 22), and Jesus Franco's Vampyras Lesbos

20).

For more info or to confirm schedule: www.sundancechannel.com. —N.F

Divine in Pink Flamingos
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10% OFF

Your First Visil
with Roxana

4543 Post Qak Place
Houston, Texas 77027

715.625.0904

You are here.

Want to be
somewhere else?

Ask about our introductory special!
21DAYS for only $21! Call for details.

WEIGHT TRAINING CARDIO EQUIPMENT
® Cybex ® Precor

® Hammer Strength * Life Fitness

# Nautilus ¥ Cybex

® Free Weights ® Life Cycle

GROUP FITNESS
& Yoga

& Step Aerobics
# Pilates

& Boot Camp

PERSONAL TRRINING
& Weight Loss

#® Strength Training
# Core Training

#® Hexibility

yoted

4040 Milam St. Houston, TX « 713-524-9932 s,

(located between Richmond & Alabamatin Montrose)
www.FitnessExchangeHouston.com
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Sunday celebrations in July are
on "American Avatars: Light From the
Heart," on the teachings of five

men and women who envisioned

us all wise, strong and free, with

Rev. Dr. Jesse Jennings, weekly at
Qand 11am.

Prosperity Study Group with
Barbara Baldwin. Here’s a lively
discussion on prosperity and applying
the principles to draw success and
abundance into our lives

Wednesdays, 5:15 to 6:45pm.

“Open You" is our midweek
celebration of life, with inspiring
ideas for effective, passionate and
creative living
Wednesdays, 7:00-8:15pm,

I A Course in Miracles discussions,
7pm Thursdays with Bill MacKenzie.

5326 Spring-Stuebner Road,

2 blocks east of Gosiing between
1-45 (exit 70A) and Kuykendah!
Sunday celebrations - 9 & 11am
Creative Life s Jannings, D.D.,

Spiritwal Center|  Founding Minister

www.creativelife.org = 281 350 5157

Coming to Creative Life

Rod Frazier, N.D.

General Medicine
HIV Medicine
Sculptras

Corrects facial lipoatrophy
Restylane®
Botox®

Collagene

3

WL
713.521.0340

Free consultation for cosmetic procedures.




GrooveQut
by Gregg Shapiro

DANCING WITH YOUR SHIRT OFF

New queer music will keep you moving this summer

ans of Imperial Teen, featuring out
musicians Roddy Bottum (formerly
of Faith No More) and Will Schwartz,

may recognize Schwartz's voice when they
hear the eponymous sell-titled EP by Hey
Willpower (Cochon). On the cover of the
dise, a shirtless Schwartz poses in front of
a wall with a sign reading “Dance” tacked
to it. “Hundredaire” is irresistible. With its
“oh baby” mantra, a foot-friendly beat, and
Schwartz’s emotional delivery, you may be
dancing with tears in your eyes, but you'll be
moving nevertheless, “Double Fantasy IT" has
a bit of electro energy and delivers a seduc-
tive fantasy complete with electronic squeals
of delight. “Magic Window” scratches its way
out from behind “frosted glass”™ with promises

GrooveQut Shorts

Pet Shop Boys

Fundamental

There are few bands with such a
storied pop career as the Pet Shop
Boys. They began their career
working with legendary producer
Bobby Orlando, with whom they
originally recorded “West End
Girls,” and then severed relations with him almost as
quickly, Once they went in and re-recorded the track,
it went straight to number one. Twenty years later,
they've retumed to work with Trevor Horn, with whom
they first worked in 1988, It's been a marriage waiting
to happen for Hom and Pet Shap Boys Chris Lowe and
the openly gay Neil Tennant. There is no “West End
Girls" on here, but such a track is a once-a-career oc-
currence at best, It is, however, their most lush effort
in years, anchored by brilliant, beautiful keyboard work
and a more relaxed feel than anything they've done in
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of Schwartz playing you
like a “baby grand.” And
by the time he declares
that he can “make you
scream” and that he's “bet-
ter than a Krispy Kreme,”
vou know that resistance
is futile. EP closer “Uh-
Uh-Uh" has a vintage
Prince vibe and makes
vou long for the days
when The Artist Formerly
Known as
That Sign
used to
appear on stage in a black
thong and a trench coat.
Maybe Schwartz will oblige
us with a getup like that
Self-deseribed “bi-porno
electropunk rapper” Hous-
ton Bernard also appears
shirtless on the cover of
his thumping and hump-
ing EP Whores Have More
Fun (houstonbernard.com),
which manages to be more
graphic than Hey Willpower.
The disc begins with the “I've
never been on a horse before”
confession of “Ride It Cow-

boy.” which asks the musical

the past two decades. These aren't club hits—though
some could be—and they aren't contemporary ballads,
but they do showcase Tennant's classic voice as much as
ever. The only weak point is the fact that the single, “I'm
with Stupid,” a commentary on the Blair/ Bush love affair,
just kind of sucks. But maybe that's just due fo its subject
matter? From Rhino (www.rhino.com).

—Review: Lance Scoft Walker

RuPaul
RuPaul.Reworked
You have to appreciate the rampant
decadence that enshrouds the career
of RuPaul Charles. | mean it's virtually
impossible to hear about him and
i b not think of the year 1991, when he
" ..} broke out and stormed the world in
an arsenal of drag. But for those of you wha didn't grow
up in the '80s and '90s, RuPaul must seem like one of
those unexplained misnomers of years past—sort of like
the Phyllis Diller or Joan Rivers of his time, where everyone

guestion, “Do you really want the d--k?” and
follows it up with very explicit directions on
how to get it. Rocking a little harder on the
new-wave edge, “Str8§ Actin” begins with
street cruising and features the chorus “I'm
a straight-acting, huge-d--ked faggot/I'l] f~-k
you in the mouth.” Openly bisexual, Bernard
turns his attention to the opposite sex on
the tracks “U Smell So Nice” and “Oh Boy
Relax.” If the preceding tracks don't earn
Bernard a parental advisory sticker, then
the smutty “Lick, Suck, D--k, F--k" would
easily do the trick. Spealk-
ing of tricks, Bernard cleans
it up in the radio edits of “U
Bernard Smell So Nice” and “Str§
LR IELUI  Actin,” but he leaves the
dirty beats intact.
Increasingly, I am find-
ing that a question ['ve
been asking for some time
now is being answered on a
regular basis. The question
goes something like this;
Since so many gay men and
lesbhians listen to and dance
to dance music, why aren’t
more LGBT artists making
dance music? And no, queer
record players don't count.
On Gay, Black and Mar-
ried ( Rykodisce), a deeply —

who comes afterward is sort of wondering . . . just what
the hell does he do? Well, 15 years after the release of
Supermade! of the Warld, a sort of career retrospective
has been put together via remixes from Junior Vasquez
and a whole load of DJs from all over the waorld. From
RuCo Inc. (www.rupaul.com). —Review. L.S.W.

Jason & deMarco
Till the End of Time
Gl Breaking somewhal away from
their previous gay-gospel-pop
influence, Houston's own Jason
Warner and deMarco DeCiccio
S are now inta “romantic rock pop,”
they say. They wrote seven of this
C0's 12 tracks exploring “the depths and plateaus
of relationships? Produced by Alan Lett for Centaur
(www.centaurmusic.com), with the help of folks who
have produced for Barbra Streisand, Ricky Martin, and
Josh Groban. More: www.jasonanddemarco.com.
—Preview; Nancy Ford —

Looking for Crate & Barrel, Restoration
Hardware, Storehouse Style Furniture?

COME AND SEE THE SMART ALTERNATIVE!

No fancy showroom — we really are

a warehouse in the Heights -
just trend setting furniture
at 30% to 50% less than
your favorite stores

and catalogs.

NEW
MORE CONVENIENT STORE HOURS!
Wednesduy - Friday 10am - 3pm
Saturday 10em - Spm. Sunday 1 1am - Spm

——

Chic Warehouse

727 Yale Street » One Block West of Heights Blvd.

(713) 822-3392

Chic Warchouse™ is not associated with any retail store. All brand names
and trademarks are the property of their respective holders and are
referenced bere for descriptive purposes only,

Mosquitos, Roaches,

and Rats, Oh My!!!

Ro‘dents, Termite & Pest Control Services
Mosquito Systems Installed

Ask for Alex -

Call 713.777.BUGS ...,

Compete for a ch

ance to win the $1000 Grand Prize

» Contest begins Sunday July 9 with Special
“Guest Concrete Rose. Each weeks winner
will compete in the finals Sept 3 for $1000

80’s Night on Fridays @ Chances

Chances Live

Ciao Bello - July 1

Kozmic Pearl - July 8

Eden Automatic w/ Kimberly Jason opening - July 15 |
Girl in a Coma w/ Doom to Bloom - July 22

S R
ﬁ(

T T T T T T e T e e ———

Molly and the Ringwalds - July 29
" Boys Night Out - Wednesday July 19

visit us online for more information on special events

www.chancesbar.com
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ﬁl'ooviout conbinued from page 30

discofied affair that is finally seeing the light
of day, My Life With The Thrill Kill Kult takes
the disco ball for a spin with dizzying effects.
Openly gay lead singer Groovie Mann and
the other members of the Kult kick things
off with a faithful rendition of Peter Brown'’s
1978 disco elassic “Do You Wanna Get Funky
With Me,” infusing it with their trademark
spookiness. “Euro-Freak Hustle” maintains
the vintage vibe with a disco beat that reeks
of Jovan Musk Oil, and the play on *You're a
freak” and “Euro-Freak” is almost as much
fun as a bottle of poOppers. "I:'l'v."ik_\ Fever”
doesn’t whip up enough body heat, but that
18 remedied by the electro-energy burst of
the Giorgio Moroder-influenced "One Nite

Stand.” which oozes

sexy synths and boda- Queer-aar-
cious beats. “Magic friendly:
Boy, Magic Girl” casts GloveboX

a seductive .-|||-||. packs heat.
and “Paradise Motel”
checks in with the retro
diseo call *wooh wooh.”
“Fhabtasi Luv’r” re-
calls early Moroder/
Donna Summer col-
laboration, and “Sei-Fi
Affair” is a satisfying
experiment.

If Macy Gray were
a lesbian from Australia and not a straight
girl from Ohio, she might sound something
like Mishka, the lead singer of GloveboX.
On their eponymous Baria Records sell
titled dise, Mishka, Grainger, and the rest
of Glovebox whip up a queer-ear-friendly
selection, beginning with the big strutting
beat of “Superstar.” “In the End” is a funky

GrooveOut Shorts ;50" "
Various Artisis
Falling in Love Is Wanderful

sALLING IN LOve

~|E"WONDERFUL

Emaymary ATITT
i

Ethel Merman, Charles Nelson
Reilly, Eileen Brennan. West Side
‘ s Story, Oklahoma!, Guys and Dolls.
Irving Berlin, Rogers and Ham-
merstein, and Stephen Sondheim.
What else do you need to know
about this collection of love duets from the golden age
of Broadway? A banus is “Sailing,” from A New Brain by
gay couple Norm Lewis and Malcolm Gets. Mandatory
gay listening. From Sony BMG Masterwarks (wwaw.
sonybmg.com). —Preview: N.F.

Harry Connick Jr.

Harry on Broadway, Act 1

Written in 1955, The Pajama Game is & wonderful
crossover: more contemporary than the original Broad-
way warhorse musicals like Oklahoma! and Carousel,
but still far from what was to come with Gabaret and

92 JuLy 2006 OutSmart

number perfeet for daneing or walking on the
beach “in the summer sand” to “feel the surf”
between your toes. "Serendip-
ity” is a sweaty, underground,
house-style track that is the
kind of discovery that lives
up to its name. “Warmin’ Up”
packs its own heat, and “$10
Whore” encourages vou to do
whatever turns you on, regard-
less of the cost.

Legendary producer Mike
Thorne ("Til Tuesday, Nina
Hagen, Carmel) may not iden-

tify as an official member of

by Sarah Jane Morris, who once performed
with Jimmy Somerville's Communard, has a
Latin influence that increases
its dance appeal.

Tahitian artist Heiarii
(rhymes with “Ferrari”) keeps
his shirt on, but prefers to wear
it open. Heiarii calls his album
Dance! (Allure), and with the
titular opening track, actually

gives listeners gomething to

One-man-
band:
Naked
Highway is

new-wave,

dance to. The same can be
said for Heiarii's interpreta-
tion of the classic Kiss tune
“T Was Made for Loving You”

the LGBT community, but
his eontributions, via produetion work
with Soft Cell, The Communards, and Hu
man Sexual Response,
have earned him hon-
orary status. In recent
vears he's worked with
BETTY, who can also
be heard on Thorne's
The Contessa's Parly
The Stereo Society).
These eight non-tra-
ditional dance tracks
have an organic feel,
often missing from
much of the genre
Take BETTY's “Can
Catch,” a Thorne col-
laboration, for instance, It boasts many
of BETTY's signature touches, including
wordplay and a generally playful spirit, but
the Uptown Horns and the non-manie beat
ground it in human warmth. The cover of
Arthur Brown’s “Fire,” also by BETTY, does
manage to turn up the heat (and beats) con-
giderably. “Grandma’s Goodbye,” with vocals

beyond. Simultaneously red-bloaded
American, yel with tinctures of titil-
[ation, how "50s to be set in a pajama
factory and have the racy topicality
of a romance between a brassy union
organizer, Babe, and her softie bass,
Sid. What puts the steam heat in the rambunctious revival
that opened in February on Broadway is the presence
of Harry Connick Jr. (Debra Messing's beau on Will &
Grace), who brings his sexy soulful self to the role of
the dewy-eyed Sid. The glowing New York Times review
gushes, "If sexual chemistry was illegal, then Mr. Connick
and Ms. [Kelli] 0'Hara would be looking at long jail terms!”
Reportedly, for every performance, Connick leaps into a
jam improvisation—different every show—aon “Hernando's
Hideaway." The triple-CO set includes songs from Connick’s
Thou Shalt Not (which do not benefit from the proximity to
the FJ Game's exuberant book) and some additional takes
where Connick and 0'Hara get playful with “Steam Heat”
and “There Once Was a Man!" From Columbia Records
(www.columbiarecords.com). More: www.harryconnick
jr.com. —Review: Ann Walton Sieber

== il

{co-penned by gay songwriter
Desmend Child) and, my personal favorte,
the bouncy beat-driven “Gimme Your Love.”
However, if you are going to call an album
Dance! and throw in an exclamation point,
pm:ph-- are going to expect to move, and the
numerous ballads, which might have been
better served on a disc called Slow Dance
tend to |||'||1_T things down

'he new-wave influence, which is so0
prevalent in a lot of mainstream music inside
and outside of dance clubs, can also be heard

making an impact in music by queer artists,

That makes sense, considering that some of

the biggest names from the early days of new
wave, including Soft Cell and The Bronski
Beat, identified as gay. One-man-band, Naked
Highway, personifies what I'm talking about
His album Novocaine Smile (nakedhigh
way.com) opens with the percolating video
game energy of “We Can F--k,” which is ideal
for daneing vertically or horizontally. “Used
to Be Friends” continues the trend, recall-
ing the aforementioned Soft Cell, but minus
Mare Almond’s near-perfect vocals,
“Driving at Night™ would sound great

Various Artists
The Essential Hollywood

’ Sony Classical’s excellent two-disc
collection The Essential Hallywood
is a near-perfect sampler of some
! of the hest symphonic film music
ever written. For new students and
fans of film music, and even for the
jaded film buff, this set provides an ideal opportunity
to enjoy iconic music from such classics as Gone With
the Wind, Lawrence of Arabia, Gitizen Kane, Ben-Hur,
Psycho, Close Encounters af the Third Kind, and even the
original King Kong, among several others. In fact, The
Essentfal Hollywood is sort of like one of those variety
packs you find in the cereal aisle at the grocery store,
except you get Max Steiner, Bernard Herrmann, and
Elmer Bernstein instead of Alpha-Bits, Com Flakes, and
Cocoa Puffs. Well, maybe that's not the best comparison,
but | guess you could say that Ennio Morricone's score
for The Good, the Bad and the Ugly is sort of the Rice
Krispies of film music. My only real complaint about the
collection is that they neglected to include Albert

A Conté“rﬁporary
Men’s Boutique

1625 westheimer (vetween dunlavy & mandel)
713*526"6999

71 33934331 www.ﬂndyEPv ﬂﬁuslnn.cum

\NO.COVER
NELLTIL 10P

ORPENIMEONDAYAJWULAYIS KR!

CHEAP DRINKS, GREAT MUSIC!

Wed-Sat 8P-2A Sun BP-2A | Convenient Parking | 21+ | Music That Makes You Dance
Dance Floor | Videos | Upstairs Lounge | Balconies | Patios

710 Pacific @ Crocker | blurbar.com




United Cab features state-of-
the-art dispatching, computer
terminals with GPS navigation
in each taxi and guarantees
pick-ups on average of 10
minutes or less. They feature
in-cab digital cameras for
entering and exiting the cab.
Whether it is a ride to the
airport or a night on the town,
United Cab is the affordable,
convenient choice.

Dr. David S. Genac

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

713.899.3769

1712 FAIRVIEW
www.davidgenac.com

blasting out of a car’s speakers, especially

tinved from page 92

after sundown, and the pumping “Better Off

Naked" and “Peepshow” are reminders of the
opening track’s suggestiveness. As you might
expect, “Ctrl+Alt+Del” tries for a Kraftwerk-
like current, while album eloser “TV Tonight”
lets the listener down easy, as the feeling
returns to any and all numb spots.

Shitting Glitter also takes its new-wave
influences seriously. The evidence is all over
their album Free Alongside Ship (Decadris-
co). Whether they are singing about “a daisy

Glasser's truly inspired music arnstry from the 1957
Roger Corman masterpiece The Saga of the Viking
Women and Their Voyage to the Waters of the Great Sea
Serpent, which, incidentally, is newly released on DVD
85 & double-feature with Corman's Teenage Caveman,
which also has a score by Glasser. Maybe next time.
From Sony Classical (www.sonyclassical.com).
—Review: Jack Varsi

Soundtrack & Concert
Dead Man Walkmg Legacy Edition
ST This expanded edition CD includes
' LR 2 new title track by Eddie Vedder
’ and a bonus DVD premiering the
1998 all-star benefit concert. With
an unprecendented gathering
of champion musicians such as
Bruce Springsteen, Susan Vega, Mary Chapin Carpentar,
and Lyle Lovett, the CD honors the 10th anniversary of
the controversial film conceming capital punishment.
The composition of the film score is a mix of the South
and world music with two duets by Vedder and Nusrat
Fateh Ali Khan. The beats of the tabla along with
Vedder's spiritual renditions beautifully augment the
emations in the movie. From Columbia/ Legacy/Active-
Music (www.legacyrecordings.com, www.sanybmg.com,
www.activemnusic.arg) —Review: Andrea Rodricks

Banco de Gaia
Fare well Ferengistan
Toby Marks, a.k.a. Banco de Gaia,
i, doesn't make dance music. He
LW also doesn'l really make atmo-
spheric music, either. It's kind of
_ somewhere in between—a heavy
8.5 |ayering of what sounds like doz-
ens of instruments at times, visiting world music themes
and anchored on ideas that deal with world issues. There
are vocals, but they're spoken more than sung, always
in a foreign language and kept in the background.
Listen 1o this on headphones. All day. From Six Degrees
(www sixdegreesrecords.com). —Review: LS. W

Various/Mixed by Simon Dunmore

Defected in the House: Eivissa 2006
Summertime! | could go all out discussing the merits of
these remixes versus both contemporary house and the
house of years past, but my most accurate analysis of
this three-disc collection is “summertime.” This is the

chain of Jesus freaks” (on “Mondo di Corpo”),
facing danger head on (“The Corpse”), or
lashing out at a registered sex offender (“R
50"}, they do it with a combination of detach-
ment and irresistible beats, a longstanding
new-wave tradition. Not only is “Slut Buffet”
an infectious danee confection, it also calls it
like it is in this phase of the ongoing queer
sexual revolution.

Gregg Shapiro is a past reciprent of the annual
OutMusic award that recognizes contribulions
by non-musicians in furthering the work of
GLBT performers.

P kind of record you put on the stereo
on a Saturday afternoon when the
sun is still shining bright, haul the
speakers out onto your back patio
and wait for your invited guests to
tum up and drink down all of your
alcohol. Standouts: Joi Caldwell and the already hrilliant
Maoloko are given new life through remixes by Defected's
Simon Dunmore. From Defected (www.defected.com).

—Review: LS.W.

akes |

Family Artist Series

Marlo Thomas and Friends = Johnny Cash
Amid its outstanding collections
for the kids, Arista's Legacy's
Family Artist Series has tapped a
couple of classics for re-release.
Free fo Be . . . You and Me, by
Marlo Thomas and Friends, won
all kinds of awards when it was released in 1972, and
at that time was considered a bit seditious by the old
school Romper Room set, Alan Alda, Diana Ross, Mel
Brooks, Tom Smathers, and other subversives are part
of its stellar lineup. = Next, the Man in Black not only
walks the line but also crosses it with his 1975 collec-
tion of kids' songs and sing-alongs (The Johmny Cash
Children’s Album), With the exception of a track or
two (including “0ld Shep,” the tune a young Elvis
Presley chose as his debut public performanee), Cash
wrote all the songs for his own offspring. From Legacy
(www.legacyrecordings.com). —Preview: N.F.

India Arie
resﬁmany Vol. 1, Life & Relationships
Grammy-nominated folksy soul
singer/songwriter India.Arie uses
"'r hypnotic rhythms to sing about
love, faith, music, life, and inner
strength. India's resonant voice and
8 504lful pursuit has led to an album
of personal and intimate expression. The first single
‘I Am Not My Hair" is a remix of her work by other
irtists. This single includes collaborations with Akon,
Swizz Beats, and Jazze Pha. Her songs tell stories
that aim to make us think and react. From Universal
Music Group (www.tniversalmusicgroup.com) More:
(www.indiaarie.com). —Review: 4.R.

ON THE WEB:
Read more GrooveOut Shorts
at www.OutSmartMagazine.com.
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ReadOut

by Gregg Shapiro

TOAT

Queer writer T Cooper pulishes an extraordinary new family saga

ou've probably never met a fam-
ily like the Lipshitz clan. After
gurviving one of the most brutal
pogroms imaginable in Russia, they
embark on a new life in America. While
at Ellis Island, on a stopover
before their final destination in
Texas, the family’s youngest son,
the remarkably blond-haired and W
blue-eyed Reuven, disappears in
all the tumult. What follows is a
family portrait so extraordinary
and moving that it is bound to leave
readers changed. It is to author T
Cooper’s credit that the characters
in Lipshitz Six, or Two Angry Blondes
(Dutton), including mother Esther, father
Hersh, and homosexual son Ben, come to
such vivid and memorable life. I spoke to
the author shortly before the publication
of this book, which is her second novel.

Gregg Shapiro: Lipshitz has an epic
quality in terms of its scope. It's got a
family tree, it spans nearly a hundred
years, it has a variety of well-developed
characters. What was it like approach-
ing a project of this expanse?

T Cooper: It was exhausting in a way. It was
one of these things where once it got going
you'd think you were going the right way in
one direction, and, all of a sudden, a whaole
other world would open up, and it was like
“Oh my God, I have all that work to do now,
too.” It took a lot of years of research for me to
just do some of the basic historical research

ReadOut Shorts

The Testosterone Files
Max Wolf Valerio
Seal Press (www.sealpress.com)
h = The Testosterone Files: My Hor-
o monal & Social Transfarmation
- documents the journey from Anita
to Max, detailing all of the physi-
cal, emotional, and life changes
that oceur when the author begins
reqular testosterone injections.
Proving that anatomy may not be destiny, but physi-
ology most certainly is, this highly personal account
is a great read for anyone trying to understand what
gender really means. —Review: Angel Curtis
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you need to do to feel comfortable writing

about these worlds that are so different from
ours, It was pretty exhausting, but it was
also really fun because, as I said, 1 feel like

I learned so much.

One of the characters | loved—and maybe
it's because I'm a gay man—but | really

The Passion of Mary Magdalen

Elizabeth Cunningham

Mankfish Book Publishing Company
{www.monkfishpublishing.com)

Sure to offend those with a
conventional view of Mary Mag-
dalen and Jesus, sure to enrage
those who want the gospel to
be entirely heterosexual, and
sure to please those who want
anather view of the very human
people involved in that most familiar drama, this
powerful, wonderful, being-told-just-to-you story
is really an unsanitized fifth gospel. Don't miss
this one. —Review; 4.C.

valued the inclusion of Ben, the gay
brother. The scenes with him as a young
man in New York were just incredible.
What was it like writing about a charac-
ter such as Ben during the time in which
he lived, which was long before you or
| was born?

I have to admit that the George Chaunc-
ey book, Gay New York, definitely helped
Even from the '60s until now, we have
no idea what it was like to be remotely
different from the norm. 1 felt like that
book was a nice jumping off point to be
able to feel what it was like on the level
of the streets, how people were able to get
connections and get off. It was such a dif-
ferent process from today. It was another
one of those things where I did a little bit
of research but didn’t limit myself to the
research—just used it as a starting point
and thought about it, let it sit.

Ben was originally a bigger character
and there were a bunch of study scenes
[ wrote for him. Some of them didn't
end up in the book while others did, but
those really helped. Like sailors were a
huge part of gay culture back then, and
there were a lot of times where he met a
sailor, and there was a lot of danger involved,
because the people who were identified as
fairies were obviously quite in danger all the
time, and there were a couple of scenes where
the fleet would come in and you'd go down
to the Battery in New York to meet a sailor
hoping you wouldn't get the shit beaten out
of you or robbed.

I did a lot of little things like that where
even if they didnt end up in the book, 1
think they helped enrich the character. I
knew those things happened for him, but
[ felt like the Lindbergh stuff during the
Lindbergh parade and also the childhood
erotic play with the children of his age . . . 1
felt like that stuff was imbued by the things
[ knew about him but didn’t necessarily put
in the book.

That's interesting, because the stuff that
happened when he was a boy with the
other boy he had a crush on, that felt more
universal.

| wanted it to feel universal. So often litera-
ture is ghettoized. It’s like “I can’t write —

RSN
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continued from page 96

about this unless I am this.” That's a danger-
ous place to go with art. For me, | like that
universal feeling of confused sexuality or
fighting or that play that's obviously alittle bit
erotically charged as well, especially for boys
that are physically beating each other up.

The graphic detail of the pogroms was
compelling and heartbreaking. Were those
stories from your own family's history or
from research or was it a combination?

It was kind of a combination. In my fam-
ily, it was thig quiet thing that was passed
down but never talked about, vet vou knew
it was there, this kind of unspoken violence.
But some of the things I did have to go
back and research, like the city of Kishinev
That pogrom really did happen on the days
around Easter, and I got a lot of that from
a scholarly book that was published about
the anatomy of that pogrom. That helped
me to really know what it was like on those
streets, what the buildings and the tiles on
the roofs smelled like, what it felt like when
all the Christians were heading toward the
central square to celebrate Easter, and then
for this to erupt—that’s where most of that
came from.

It's just devastating. Another devastating
aspect of the book was the loss of a child,
Reuven—that feeling of helplessness and
hopelessness. There are different parts of
the book that will speak to different read-
ers, but | think that that’s again a kind of
universal thing.

That is the number-one autobiographical
seed in the book. My grandmother’s brother,
when they came through Ellis Island, was
just lost. No one in the family has even
talked about what happened to him. Even
my grandmother’s kids, my mother and her
generation, you ask them “What happened?”
and they're like “I don't know.” And you say,
“But they landed and he was there, and
then he was gone, What happened? I)id he
die? Was he stolen?” [And they respond] “I
don't know.”

It's so crazy that that can happen, but
with all the hysteria, all the policing and
prejudice that was going on at Ellis Island,
it wasn't taken the same way as being at
Disneyland and losing a child as it is these
days. For me that was such a compelling
thing, though, just in my family alone that
nobody knows to this day. It's not that they
don’t eare. It’s just this kind of unspoken
pain of “Well, maybe that's just what hap-
pens. Maybe you lose a kid. Maybe the rest
of us live, but we lost that one and he was
sacrificed.” For me that was the jumping

off point that made me want to write the
entire book in the first place because, to me,
what would happen to that kid? If he was
a blond-haired, blue-eyed non-Jewish-look-
ing kid, what would have happened to him?
What would the mom's psychotic dream for

him be? And that'’s why the Lindbergh stuff

COMes in.

The development seems natural because
she’s struggling with so much because, of
course, she can'timagine him dead, so she
imagines him in another life.

That would be her dream come true. It's like
“If' he had to become Charles Lindbergh, then
it’s not so bad that I had to sacrifice him.”

The book shifts gears three quarters of the
way through. Was this how you envisioned
it all along? Or is the experience of the T
Cooper in the book, writing the family story,
actually your own story and how the book
actually developed?

[ knew setting out that I had a very specific
idea about what book 1 wanted to write. I
didn’t know what it was going to be, but I
knew the kind of book, I knew the feeling.
For me | knew there had to be some more
immediate, vital, and current connection
to this history. I don’t think this book could
have just exasted for me as either just the
firat part or just the second part. Like if the
second part went on and was a novel about
that one character alone, for me that's all
enriched and that exists because of the his-
tory that comes before it. Similarly, if I had
just stopped the story at the beginning of
the war there about the actual [.1}:.-||11n-.-.
in Texas, I felt like | wanted the extra are of
“Why does this matter?” and literally tracing
the bloodline and the idea of that lost child
ike “Why? Wherefore? Where does it end
ip? What was it all for?” I knew that while
[ didn’t know at the start what form it would
take, I knew there needed to be that full are

into the present.

Another present aspect of the story is
that T is a hip-hop artist, a musical form
that hasn't entirely been welcoming to
Jews or queer people, although there are
exceptions. There's the Beastie Boys, the
members of Northern State, there's a guy
named Soce, the Elemental Wizard, who is
both Jewish and gay and a hip-hop artist.
Can you say something about that chosen
field?

I didn't want anything to be perfectly easy or
perfectly fitting, so the way that Lindbergh
kind of zours, like he iz this American ideal
of whiteness, but he sours because of all the
isolationist speaking and all of his public
anti-Semitism. [ felt like this objectionable
blond icon in Eminem was also dirtied —+

A
Memeor:

IN MEMORIAM

Mary Gilbert Sieber

1931 -2006

Gilbert Sieber was born January 16, 1931, in Chicago, to Martha
and Riley Gilberr, and passed away June 19, 2006, in Houston.
Cirowing up primarily in New Orleans, Mary graduared Phi Beta
Kappa from Newchmb College of Tulane in 1952 with a degree in
inglish literacure. She spent a year as a Fulbrighe scholar in Engls
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Ascension chorr.

There she mer and married John Sieber. Together they moved to Houston in 1957, where she
jained the choir ar Christ Church Cachedral, a joyous alliance she continued to the end of her life,

Mary worked as an editor and research librarian ar Exxon from 1979 to 1994, one of her many
ediring jobs. Bditi

s her obsession, inspiring Mary to lend her talents o the League of Women
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1 music have been the leiomorifs of
ler other passions included women's
issues, dark chocolare, language, weather, her grandchildren,

reterence books, beacheor Lll‘un_ snow, The New Yorker, blue,
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editor and web conrent manager; son; Jack, of Boston; and
grandchildren, Saral and Henry: She was |_1lc(u\iu\i' in death
by her twin, Esther Walton Gilbert Duncan.

celebration of Mary Gilbert Siebers life was beld at Christ Church Cathedral m Fouston on Jure 24, 2006,

als may be made in ber name to Brigids Place, Chirist Church Cathedral, 1117 Texas Ave., Howston, TX 77002,

Now Located In Montrose!

Auto Accidents

Work-Relatec

Injuries

Rehab Exercise
Facility

Back Pain

oy D

(713) 526- 5959

FRANCO

CHIROPRACI’IC CLINIC
3400 Montrose, Ste 550 &
_— = e/ M =

FrancoChiropractic.com
OutSmart JULY 2006 99

Dependable

Professional
Bonded & Insured




Ronnie Whitman LuTcry
Call 713-825-5618

Ronnie Whitman

FARMERS

Gets you back where you belong.”
Jarmers.com
Auto * Home - Life = Business

2990 Richmond, Suite 400
Houston, Texas 77098

| Right Store. |

Your Kroger Signature store on Montrose
offers one-stop shopping convenience.

v PHARMACY

v NATURE’S MARKET

¢ ORGANIC PRODUCE

v WINE CHILLER

v FLORAL SHOPPE

v FTD WORLDWIDE FLORAL DELIVERY
v BAKERY

v BoARrs HEAD DELI

v ROTISSERIE CHICKEN

3300 Montrose Blvd.
713-526-7865
RX 713-526-1239

PripE Houston EVENT IMAGES ONLINE

KICK-OFF & WINE TASTING EVENT
PASSWORD: K ;
PARADE IMAGES PASSWORD:

PORTRAITS ~ HEADSHOTS ~ CHILDREN
PETS ~ HOMES ~ LANDSCAPES ~ EVENTS
UNIQUE GIFTS & MORE

caLL 832.876.1053

JULY sPeciaAL -
MENTION THIS AD TO RECIEVE
$30 OFF YOUR NEXT EVENT!

YVONNE@YVONNEFEECE.COM

100 JULY 2006 QutSmart

antinued from page 99
or complicated in that way, too. 1 like that
parallel that it’s not just a simple thing to
cling onto. That obsession the mother has
with Lindbergh is, again, “What happened
50 years later with this last living Lipshita?
How is that person doing his own obsession?
How is he dealing with all these years of vio-
lence and turmoil?” It's ended up literally in
him and with him, so his acting out of that
violence and pop-culture obsession through
Eminem was parallel to the mother’s doing
it with Lindbergh.

| was instantly caught up in the book
and when | would tell people about it,
after having only read a few chapters, |
would say that the book had a feel to it
similar to Jeffrey Eugenides's Middlesex,
particularly in regards to the immigrant
story. But it wasn’t until almost the very
end where the gender issues came into
clearer focus that it made sense. Have
you read Middlesex, and do you think it's
a fair comparison?

['ve definitely heard that before. I've read
Middlesex, and | liked it a lot. I think that
because this book has that epic sweep of
ust under a hundred years and four gen-
erations of a family, I think that it’s going
to be similar in sweep to a lot of books like
that. Middlesex 1s one in recent memory
[ didn't consciously shape it in the image
of Middlesex, but 1I'd definitely say that
veah, there are certain books that 1 think
can enrich each other when read side by
side, and I think that book could be one
in a way. | didn't want gender to be the
story in my book the way it was the story

in Middlesex.

It's definitely not. It comes so close to the
end that it isn't really an issue.

That's the point. I mean, it's one little
extra level of performance and layer that
deepens this character. In a way, for me
in this book, while gender is front-and-
center in Middlesex, this is more about the
vielence and dealing with what happens
after fleeing something like that and how
it inoculates you for the future and how
that inoculation gets passed down through
generations as well. That position of the
angry blond, I mean, these guys are icons
and yet there’s something else there that’s

Just possibly objectionable, and maybe

brilliant.

ON THE WEB: Read more of this inter-
view at www.outsmartmagazine.com.

Gregg Shapiro also wrote “Groove Out” in this
issue of QutSmart magazine.
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by Sally Sheklow

BIG TOUGH WOMAN

Sally remembers her first lesbian mentor

omma cow glowered at me, Her new
calf lay on his side, spindly legs
pedaling for traction. While Trudy

held the rope taut, I was to chmb onto the
little bull’s belly and stretch a rubber ring
over his serotum. My tool was a
pliers-like contraption aptly called
the Elastrator. I had seen Trudy
perform the chore many times and
was eager to prove myself up to the
task. The cow, having consented to
none of this and impatient with my
novice fumbling, heaved back her
wrecking ball of a head and sent
me flying.

Trudy laughed, dropped the lasso, and
helped me up. She untied the calf and pat-
ted his rump. Momma took over, nosing her
still-intact son out of harm’s way.

Trudy was my first lesbian mentor. Tough
and independent, she could rope cattle like a
real rancher, which she was. A young college
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kid 30 years her junior, [ was newly out and
eager to learn the lesbian ropes, so to speak.
I had recently moved into a small eabin on
Trudy's 200-acre Oregon property where |
would earn my keep as a ranch hand and

She and a few like-minded women
piled in and drove to the country-
side where they strolled off two by
two—their intentions understood.

boost my budding dyke eredentials.

1 brushed myself off, glad not to have
landed in anything worse than dust, a lucky
break on a free-range cattle ranch. Trudy
leaned against the side of the barn, reached
into her jacket pocket and pulled out her
brier pipe. She tipped back the brim of her
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cowboy hat—the only restraint on her wispy,
gray-blond hair—and dipped the pipe into
her tobacco pouch.

I untangled the rope and studied Trudy's
gentle green eyes and weather-lined face.
She had to be disappointed in
me. She flicked her lighter open
and held the flame to the bowl.
Trudy smoked when she was siz-
ing things up. She never made a
decision without a few tokes on
that pipe. She sucked at the stem
with soft, kissing sips, and rested
a booted foot on a hay bale. [ coiled
the rope the way she had showed
me, wondering if my ambitions would ever
pan out, “You'll get the hang of it,” she said.
“Takes a few tries."

Trudy was in the life years before the
Stonewall riots birthed gay liberation. She
served in the U.S. Navy during World War
I, aware of her attraction to women and
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the need to keep it concealed. Nylon was
rationed in those days, so to comply with
the dress code, military women used eye
liner to simulate stocking seams. The way
Trudy tells it, gals came from all over the
base for the sheer pleasure of her steady

hand drawing the thin line up the backs of

their bare legs.

To get away from the barracks, Trudy
arranged access to a Jeep. She and a few
like-minded women piled in and drove to
the countryside where they strolled off two
by two—their intentions understood. After
the designated time, the couples met at the
Jeep and drove back to the base. Trudy says
those outings were common practice, but the
women never talked about it. When the war
was over, they all returned to civilian life
and married men.

Thirty years and four husbands later,
Trudy came out for good. Our paths crossed
when I was only 25 and still shaking off my
heterosexual upbringing. The other young
lykes I knew joined a women's softball team,
s0 [ signed up too. Trudy was the coach
and the epitome of everything [ wanted to
be—bold, secure, self-reliant.

“Ode to a Gym Teacher” was big on the
women’s music scene at the time, and 1
biked to softball practice singing She was a
-".‘."E,' tough woman, the first to come along, to
show me being female meant you still could
be strong. | pumped those pedals and glowed
with hot love for my sure-talking, cowhoy-
booted, pipe-smoking Trudy.

Still tender from a recent breakup, Trudy
had no interest in romance, especially with
an overly eager youngster like me. But I was
persistent and she needed a ranch hand.

During the two years I lived with Trudy,
she taught me how to use a chain saw, drive
a tractor, and string barbed wire, I learned
to face challenges.

Eventually, my attempts at calf castra-
tion succeeded. Trudy roped him, 1 hustled
to straddle his underside, slipped the band
into place and set the little guy loose before
Momma cow noticed the commotion.

I'slid the Elastrator into the back pocket
of my overalls. Trudy leaned against the
barn and tipped back her hat. She pulled
out her pouch, packed and lit her pipe. Pulls
of gray smoke floated skyward and disap-
peared over the hayfield.

I coiled the rope and slung it over my
shoulder. Trudy flashed me a smile and click-
closed her lighter. “You done real good.”

I certainly did.

Sally Sheklow received both firsi- and second-
place honors in the magazine column category
in the 2005 Houston Press Club Lone Star
Awards. She contributes a regular segment,
“That Time of the Month,” to the Air America
radio affiliate in Eugene, Oregon.
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learn to communicate authentically and unleash
your creativity!

Improve your emotional health & relationships
Overcome depression, anxiety, fears, anger, crisis,
conflicts and trauma

Roman Alvarez, EdD
LMFT, LPC, ACS, DAPA

~ www.c3institute.us | 832.865.7381
2990 Richmond Ave., Suite 430 | Houston, Tx 77098

“The Schrader Clinic incollaboration with
Houston area Community Services offers
FREE HIV & STD testing services performed
by certified counselors between 1 -3 every
Friday afternoon. Completely anonymous &
confidential. No appointment necessary.”

THE
SCHRADER

CLINIC
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Financial Services, Inc.
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8 (50l
The German State Ra|lway System Durlng the
Holocaust. In this publi il red Gottwaldt

lam (Juan). Fn
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ithew) Inergy Weekly (Fidoys) Monthly (Tuesdoy:
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OUT, OUT, AND AWAY!

Not a Superhero Cartoon, The Underdogs brings Jen Foster to Houston

v income Tax Senvica

+ Pasl Due & Out-Of-State Retums

* [RS Problems Resotved

Business Bookkeeping & Tax Retums
Estales, Trusts & Gift Retumns

Non-Profit Compliance Consulting
Experience Multi-Functional

Fitness Training (713) 522-9000
832 -443 - FITT Fax: (713) 526-6568

immie.com

aised in Texas, Jen Foster first

coachk

turned on to music through her ) o Outdoor GI'OI.IP Tramlng 2615 Montrose Blvd
two older brothers who played gui- 14_15 i Every Tuesday: for info Houston, Texas 77006
tar in bands of their own. They indoctri- Scepters and Celebs. Fridzy Mice Gay Ceah coachkimmie@shcglobal.net One Block off Westheimer al the comer of Mortrose and Calfornia

nated her to the art, playing and listening
to the music of bands that predated her:
The Beatles, the Stones, Zepp. Like any
younger sibling, she wanted to emulate
her brothers. School talent shows and

CRYSTACLEAR

competitions were her first testing ground, V4=23 (Fri-Sun] Pool Service
building her thirst for more of that rush Ya Can't Top the Big Top fhe Ringiing Bros. and o
that accompanies any strong live set. 3 : it ; : f o

Goaded by the attention and level of cool
those initial gigs afforded her, Foster con-
tinued her hands-on education in music
and its business while attending Whit-
tier College in L.A. while playing clubs
and coffee houses. * Her debut album,
Evervbody's Girl, included the track,
“She,” a same-sex love song that landed
her awards both straight and LGBT,
garnered Foster adoration from the com-
munity and respect from the industry as
a singer/songwriter who bares her heart
without abandon. —Eric A.T Dieckman

Keeping pools blue is what we do.

(281) 485-8627

Full service pool cleaning & repair
- One-time - Bi-monthly
- Weekly - Special Occasions
Fully stocked retail location

Out lesbian
singer/songwriter S
Jen Foster plays -

Craneed oo o it

The Who: Jen Foster be
The What: One helluva live show in support of eshian Health Intiative, and PWA Hal Chafities, £20 - ﬂﬂflﬂnd oo'
Foster’s sophomore release, The Underdogs X d
The Where: Chances, 1100 Westheimer The When: Saturday, July 8, 10 p.m.
The Wherewithal: Price TBD, 713/523-7217, www.chancesbar.com,
www.afterellen.com (look for her blog there), www,jenfoster.com

swetl, .[-,4_';.5‘.\,-3\.“.\_ rmardigrastexas.com 5074 w Br‘ﬂﬂdb\'ﬂy
et Bl _:5"'-’ Pearland TX 77581
N A e www . pearlandpoolsupply.com

High School League team participates in a prof

e Memaorial Ce
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BROOKLYN
THE MUSICAL

(S et 2 L o S |

| The Acuvue” Family of Products
Designed With Our Family In Mind!

*.‘,_w;-
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" i 2.at Radio Musi N F - "F I._E'}r" rTfT:r
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As Advertised on T.V. et and the Beltway), Reservatians and 2
713-868-144: The music producer/director/ Jint's relics:le . For TOPS and BOTTOMS, 4 ) -
4 0 20 [Thors composer from The Rosie s s get you some at
Exam &2 Boxes of Aauvie™ Clasys The Role of jewish Partisans and the Resistance O’Donnell Show lends a hand .'l iR
During the Holocaust. Dr Michasl Berenbaurm to a Houston melere hifty one-eyed

’ ACUV UE

S "’*ﬂ 4 s'l2900
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2006 BMW 24 3.0 <~ HUGE
$329 7 Selection
of

MIDTOWN Swimwear

Classic Care Optical
Deborah A. Thomas, O.D.

b Conveniently Located Inside the Loop
'i33? B W. 4:]“J (.‘ EII.a Jer) mystery thrller, Sam Henderson agrees to de 2101 San Jacinto @ Gray ___
| T foll ey a sie ik, unaware of the secret contents 713-289-1200
When same shady men come a-knackin' for www.advantagebmw.com
C e et at the door by Sam's v
- f e shake
W et tat $19. Th

; .2§|T &l

I'm Dre:ln'lrng of a Sultry Chrlstmas?

DOUG WILLIS

Specializing in
Personality-Guided

Licensed Insurance Agent
Therapy 9

28 & 29 i1 &

# Cinderella. Evervone knows the story, See it live
Guys Gone Wild. Al that | : i el e

.because ever =i .
Sirsen 15 vaique | specialize in affordable

Ruosie’s John McDaniel

I et It conte i Imateur S IS 5 T 3
Mah, that'll only make thing rammy and Emmy Award- g i g : = e ’ If d t d h Ith
S make A e e A ife, accident and hea
Th'—_".| aw Firm ot ! ndercurent Bar & Dance Gwinm-r John McDaniel, who is 2 ”m.n “.rlg e Simba. sings and dances its way Id BE Clléld To HEID You .’
Nechman, blr?oneatux. and I‘!‘j’t‘ thvest ' openly gay, provides music supervi- the tage $25.25-3127.25. July 6-Aug, 13 atthe * Build Self-Esteem insurance for sma"
Attarneys and Counselers of Law sion, arrangements, and orchestra- o i . BOO Bagl how tirnesiresenvaticr . [mp R i i -
sion, arrs . strs : rove Relationships b
usiness owners,

Find ouit sy people ave saying, “Nechman, PLANN ING AH EAB tions for this whimsical story with a 629 R :
Simoneaux and Frye is my law firm" o hn s ei o L iy s » Overcome - o
- / . skdetnilomdlie ez spectacular cast. With a mix of pop .l the S If_ m I
Sl Be T RAD'O = Stress and Féars eli-employed, and

HOUSTON and soul, a band of street-corner

OutSmart advertisers.
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5; iy \\ Tejas Air, Inc.
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ART KELLER, DC.

Auto Accidents
Ac u/;rrf ncture

Work Injuries
Sports Injuries
Impairment Ratings

713.781.3344

CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC CENTER
3033 Chimney Rock at

Richmond,

Suite 440 [

)
SINCE 1977

(/7)(/?’(0 //f.'/ et //rm/(mﬁm/

1117 MISSOURI STREET 713.529.3450 w-iiac

Friendly
i Neighborhood
Dining!

Share The Prlde!

&

oo ,,G,f.fﬂ!.f;

GAY &

OFFICIAL SPONSON BF

Z>

Gay & Lesbian Yellow Pages, Inc. = 713-942-0084
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0lston

GES*

Member: GAY YELLOW NETWORK "

New, enlarged parking area
Bigger and better patio

“any..

Museum of Matural Science, One Hermann Circle Dr.
Info: 71316394622 or wwswhmns.ore. Informacion en
espaiiol /113/469-4603,

# Burke Baker Planetarium. So much is going on this
J EBxplores
the forces that make humicanes and other storms so
pawerful, Come early to see a mini-movie of last year's
27 named
domie and take home a
Mew, 2. Secret of th
on an exhilaratin enture thr
[hroweh Dec. 31, Pink Foyd: Dark Side
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action across the Flanetanum's
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he solar system.
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aduhts; $4 for children {3113, :
71316394629 or wewhmns.org.
Informacidn en Espafiok 713/639-4603

4 Chance Encounters: The Formation of the
de Menils’ African Collection.
Collection’s opening in ‘87, only a srmall com
the de Menil fam 'I,"'

Tickets/infarmation
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ent of

important collection of African art
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CALENDAR
DEADLINE
for the August issue:
Monday, July 10, 5 p.m.

Open Invitation!

Social and business networking
with other Houston professionals

Tuesday 7/18

Dinner Social

Friday 7/28

Casino Night 8-11 pm
L'Alliance Francaise

Call today
to make your reservation

Executive
|8 and Professional
Association of Houston

832.439.4012

Info@EPAH.org = EPAH.org

4 The Roya.! Tombs of Ur Am:lent Treasures fmm
Meodern Iraq. |ewels, weapc f

WINS.Qrg .IL rmacion en espafol: H 1--‘? 4603
# Singular Multiples: The Peter B.‘um Edmon Ar—
chive, 1980-1994, .Insto.'i'atmn m. 1

ontnbution to this

mifahore (en Es
¢ Shared Vision: Texas Arri:ts Then and Now This

ir I\r‘|!!":g exhibition pairs early Te

0at BEST PLACE T0 BUY EYEWEAR
2008 QutSmert Resders Choice Awards

/. ..--I'-l:._njr(‘ I-\-‘
’ The Sp!rit of.ﬁlncrent Colnmbfun Gold. From the |

E o

Spectacles on Montrose

distinctive eyewear

4317 montrose blvd. 713.529.3937
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Time Qut with QuTSMART

SPECIAL PROMOTIONS AND ADVERTISING

sHow us Your OutSmart!

J. Roy Hall traveled to China
with his OuTSmanT.

J. Roy Hall of Galveston toted OurSwmant to the Great Wall of
China. "Here | am with my little OurSmart on the Great Wall—and
it was SNOWING!" he wrote us. “Our guide said she'd been doing
these trips for over four years and had never seen it snow!”

Going out of town? Take OutSwmart along. Snap a picture of
yourself at your destination and send it to us. We will publish
our favorites. Readers who submit photos that we print will be
entered into a drawing for prizes. Send high-resolution images
to editor@QutSmartMagazine or mail photos to 3406 Audubon,
Houston, TX 77006.

Get a Healthy Buzz

Try a Pomegranate Martini

Happy Hour Every Day 3-6pm

PNl

FULL BAR ¢ DOG FRIENDLY ¢ CASUAL ¢ HEALTHY

2202 W. Alabama @ Greenbriar

713.527.8588 www.ZiggysHealthyGrill.com

NANCY’S BACK-
AND OUTSMART’S GOT HER

With this issue, Nancy
Ford brings her experience
as community journalist to
Oursmart. Ford, the for-
mer Houston Voice editor
and Texas Triangle/TXT
Newsmagazine managing
editor, has joined the staff
as senior editor. Ford, who
is also a well-known come
dian entertainer, is return-
ing to OuTSmanT. She was
on staff when the magazine
was launched in 1994

FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Check out this event s
the monthly fundraiser
GLBT Community Center

‘Hawaiian Bingo.”

July 17, Queer Bingo
hosted by the Houston
July theme

_|

ponsored by OurSmant

Info: www.houstonglbtgommunity.org.

1103-B Peveto St.
713-942-0923

Massage

Coaching
Spa

Time Out

Live through Your Body!

Body Therapy

Movement

Alan Davidson
18 years experience

www.throughyourbody.com

SEE WHAT 2006 HAS IN STORE

FOR YOU...

LILLY RODDY

A,

O 0 O 86 O

ASTROLOGER

::'i. -y i) & M
' Ly L

4"

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

o Past Life Regressions
< Reiki Master

< Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

713.529.5842

GIFT CERTIFICATES = CREDIT CARDS

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by OuiSmart Readers

lillycath@aol.com *» www.lillyroddy.com

Dalton DeHart

Recent events photos on the websri'e:
* Palitical Events » TGRA = HRC Dinner

* GMCH & Bayou City Women's Chorus

= Out al TUTS Night at the Hobby Center

= Act OUT at the Alley Theatre * And more!

www.daltondehart.com

713-622-2202

Houston's Community (alendar of Events!

| isit the H-Town Today website: www.htowntoday.com

TO DAY BY Datvon DeHart

Time for your annual

SALES - SERVICE -

3036 Yale Street
713.864.8368
www. Aut

FS45 = ATCIP)

| with mention of this ad
regular price $65.00

AUTUMN = giR

i

INS TAI. LATION

Houston Texas 77018
fax: 713.864.8377
umnAir.cc

TAGLA ﬂiﬂﬂﬁﬂJ

Celebrate Your Special Fvents & Unions Here!

k&\a Py h h}u{ Lo 1Le

Located in the Historic Heights

941 Heights Blvd.
Houston, TX 77008
Call Robin, event coordinator

Oftice 713.868.1130
Cell 713.825.5677

l F‘}I(.a.i’ ﬂﬂ.ﬁ{' (: FLé
Saras Bed & Breakfast Inn
is the perfect place for your
special events, holy unions &
weddings, receptions, private
parties, business meetings and
family reunions. An elegant
and historic setting to celebrate
any oceasion. Call Today!

www. Saras.com




% confinued from page 48

RAUL MARTINEZ

As the second youngest of six children,
Raul Martinez didn't grow up an athlete,
because “my older brothers pretty much
burnt a bridge after they crossed it," he
remembers.

" wanted to play soccer ... but my
older brother used to have a mess in his room. My mom
was not going to allow me to come in muddy and be a
mess and be a pig”

Years later, after earning a chemical engineering
degree from Texas Tech University in Lubbock, Martinez
took up cycling. He eventually segued into triathlons and
discovered a passion for long-distance running.

Martinez, 42, will compete in the half-marathon (13.1
miles) at the Dutgames. But this is hardly his first time
around the track.

He earmned a bronze medal for the half-marathon at
the 2002 Gay Games in Sydney and has also competed in
his native Mexico, along with several other races. Martinez
says he runs “about 700-B00 miles™ annually.

During the day, Martinez is a computer program-
mer at a local chemical plant. He also belongs to the
local chapter of the International Front Runners. The
running groups, which total mare than 100 nationally,
were inspired by author Patricia Nell Warren's 1974
novel of that name about the relationship between an
ex-Marine track coach and an athlete on his way to the
1976 Montreal Olympics.

“Several of the Front Runners that | know want to go
to Montreal over the Gay Games [in Chicago],” Martinez
says. “It's just ... being able to experience the same
stadium that was part of a fiction story””

If and when he earns his second medal, Martinez
says he is “going to keep partying to a bare minimum.
It's all a part of his discipline by design.

“That's where goals come in," he adds. “Basically,
| don't watch TV, either. It was a big change in life
when | actually started doing all that. My sitting down
and watching [TV] one hour a day—! can use it for
training.' —J.G.

' , hen vocalist Matt Alber (below, left) sings “Beotia”
at the opening ceremony of Gay Games VII, he will
have more in mind than the athletes who are about

to compete. The song is ap-
propriately named for the
region in ancient Greece
where the Sacred Band of
Thebes, a band of 300 sol-
diers comprised entirely of
gay couples, were slain in
battle in 317 B.C. “Beotia”
appears on Alber’s soon-to-
be-released Silver Label CD,
" Nonchalani. More: www
.myspace.com/mattalber. *
Houston got a taste of XM

112 JULY 2006 QutSmart

KEITH PETERS
Keith Peters is no stranger to mind over
body. He spent three months over the
w summer of 1998 in a coma, battling a
severe case of pneumania. When he came
out of the coma, he had dropped down to
120 pounds and had to overcome paralysis
in his left side to learn to walk again.

“It does change your life,” he says. *| appreciate it
maore, and | take better care of myself now.

“I'm almost normal—or as much as | ever was,” he
adds with a laugh.

The 50-year-old Tennessee native has owned Cre-
ative Development Gymnastics for 25 years, and keeps
himself in shape with gymnastics, swimming, and lots
of rollerblading, a sport in which he will compete in the
individual 10k and individual marathon events at the
World Outgames.

Peters is no stranger to awards. He won a bronze
medal in the 1994 Gay Games, and took second place in
the Rollerblade America tour a couple of years ago—al-
though he says the second prize was more interesting.

“The first prize was a set of rollerblade wheels,
and those were OK,” Peters says, “But the second prize
was a really cool bag, and | told myself, | have to get
that bag!"

Peters encourages people of all ages to look at
rollerblading for its many benefits.

“It's like a lifetime sport,” he says. “It's like jogging
and swimming—it's great exercise, but there's no strain
on your joints)’ —IM,

GREG KILLIPS
- Greg Killips doesn't have much going on
these days, but it's not because he is
*y nearly 60 and semi-retired, In addition to
| managing his part-time computer support
business, Unicorn Technologies, the rest of
his time is taken up with billiards.
“I don’t have much else but billiards going on these
days,” he says
He keeps his fingers and people skills nimble as
the secretary for the Independent Billiards League of
Houston, and the public relations officer for the Houston

chicago.org, —NF.

Metropolitan Billiards League, He also runs several bil-
liards tournaments each week.

Killips, a native of Edmonton, Canada, will be compet-
ing in the B- and 9-ball billiards competitions at the Gay
Games. Although he hadn't played for 40 years, he started
playing in 2001 at the request of a friend.

“[He] talked me inte filling in for him at a tourna-
ment, and | took to it," Killips says.

“It helped me meet people I've never met and helps
me to focus on angles and put my math skills to work.
It's very recreational, and very relaxing”

It never hirts to help people while you're at it. Kil-
lips also organized the Houston Billiards League annual
fundraiser in June and served as the chairman for that
event, which raised $3,000 for the Thomas Street Health
Center. =JM.

KEITH WRIGHT

Twelve years ago, Keith Wright was out
of shape. The 6-foot, 3-inch computer
professional weighed 240 pounds, and
he said his future didn't look good.

“l was 30 and headed for a heart
attack at age 40," he says.

So he decided to do something about it, and after
following a co-worker's recommendation, he found that
cycling was his favorite form of exercise. Since then, he
has ridden in fundraisers and trained others for events,
and he is now the president of Team Houston, a sports
networking organization that helps athletes of all ages
and experience to connect with others.

But after hearing about the experience at the Bay
Games and the World Outgames, Wright decided to give
it a try, He will compete as a cyclist at the Gay Games
and a rollerblader at the Outgames

“I've been very active and motivated for three years
now," he says. “This will be my first games.’

Even though he expects to enjoy his experience,
Wright says he wants to bring back the energy of the
games to help others enjoy the benefits of sports through
Team Houston. *I think if we have more successhul games,
and the more people see how well we do it, they will
say, ‘Oh, how can | get involved,™ he says. “That's what
we want' —/M

Radio’s DdJ Joe Bermudez's talents when he spun for Rich's in May.
This latest offering from Bermudez is the first of two music CDs
he’s mixed for the Chicago Gay Games VII. Produced by Centaur,
the official music sponsor of .

the competitions occurring
this month, this high energy,
continuous dance mix spot-
lights seven international
#1 artists, including Janice
Robinson with her delicious
“Dreamer.” It may not have
you jumping hurdles, but
we dare you not to bob your
head to these medal-winning
beats. More: www.gaygames

Well-dressed and -pressed OuiSmart readers have chosen
Image Cleaners as their faverite dry cleaner for five
consecutive years in the annual Gayest & Greatest poll
This year owner George Froming celebrates a full
decade serving the Montrose community and beyond with
its sartorial needs.

Image Cleaners sltarted with one location at 3407
Montrose Bivd. and has added two additional outlets—one
at 304 Gray and the other at 920 Studemont. The phone
number is 713/527-0880.

Attormey Phillip N. Slaughter is now practicing law in

his new location at 820 Richmond Ave. in Montrose, focus-

ing on probate, wills, consumer litigation, and :)rntecling

same-sex families. With office hours conveniently set at

9 a.m. until & p.m., prospective clients may reach him at

713/533-0009 or 866/590-7445.
=

Sona MedSpa franchise owners Noel and De-
siree Halgreen (far r, with scissors) were joined by
staff and members of the Galleria Chamber of Commerce
at the official ribbon cutting of their newest spa located
at 3 Riverway, Suite 200. The Galleria-area location joins
sona MedSpa of Houston—The Woodlands to offer laser
hair removal and skin rejuvenation. The phone number is
713/621-7662

Business News

This rare antique dive
helmet (left) is just one
of the many objects of
interest to be found on
Galveston Island with
a little hielp from the

. Galveston Antique
Dealers Associa-
tion. In 1999, a group
of like-minded antique
shops and bed-and-
breakfast owners banded
together to promote

Galveston as an antiquing destination.

Many GADA members—18 shops and 4 bed-and-
breakfasts—are located within a few blocks of each
other. Adrienne Gulpepper of Nautical Antiques & Décor is
president. More info: www.AntiqueGalveston.com.

After opening its first dog daycare and spa facility in
Texas in March, Happy Tails Dog Spa now offers
full-service, professional grooming for your precious
pups.

Referring to dog grooming as “an art," groomer Paul
Savant (above) says he enjoys “the creativity of completing
@ cut to match each dog's personality.”

Happy Tails Dog Spa is located 1315 Waugh Dr. The
phone number is 713/522-8144,

“The body Is very complicated, and studies have shown
that stress from our lives affects us physically and
prevents us from healing in a timely manner," says
chiropractor Dr. Reyna Moore (above).

Moore should know. She has been helping patients
with various skeletal ailments and pain management
for the fast 17 years at West U Rehab on Kirby Dr,
Moore recently moved her practice to its news location at
1842 Richmond Ave

“Qur goal is to find the root of the problem and help
you work through it to find relief, and heal,” she says.
More info: 713/522-3344.

Send your business news to OutSmart, 3406
Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006, or e-mail to
tim@outsmartmagazine.com.

Yes.

We have
ISSUes...

Subscribe

to OutSmart and never
miss an issue again.

$23 for 12 months
or $40 for 24 months.
Call 713/520-7237
or visit us online at
www.OutSmartMagazine.com
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OutSmart Marketplace

* ACCOMMODATIONS
RAINBOW narqu

;c, » CAMPGROUND
{HV SITENTING)
RV Hookups

Greal Home Base Rales
Large Pool, Bath Houses/Laundry
Located 6 miles West of
TX Renaissance Festival

“Your Country Getaway!”

936/894-2030
www.RockinRRanch.net

Hlm'tbyﬂu wut,mmm m
corporate Li raom{wfswer

}mm knxwﬂ"gmazwgmge
Locaiedmﬂ!u Lovett Inn with access o

: For more infoermation,
et 713-522-5224 or
@, a2 | B00-778-5224 or

reservations @ Lovettinn.com

bigtex sﬁxs@sbcg lobal.net

2/2 Beach Condo = Fully Fur-
nished = 1st floor, backs to poal
area» DVD & VCR » Sleeps 6 »
On-site property mgr = Gulf side
of island * Lower rates on week/
month rental. Email Stewven.

* ARCHITECTURE

LDG

LEWIS DESIGN GROUP
Architecture » Design |
Health Care « Commerical » Residential |
Gregory P. Lewis, A.LA.
License No. 13322
2928 Ave P+ Galveston, TX 77550
40NTE2-3746 + www lewiadesigngroup_biz

| =L E VE L _LUIFECOM

~ e S0OZ2 OS5
CLU/STOM DESIGN
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= CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Helping Gays/Lesbians
with Business & Tax
| Problems & Inheritance
Tax Issues

Senirg Houston & Gabveston

Ceriified Public Accountant
Business Consultant

| 713/526-4760 409!939»6922
~CHURCHES/SPIRITUALITY

\SUNDAY CELEBRATIONS in July with Rev
mmmmm'ﬁ“ o

From the Heart," on the teachin
%&WWM” wise,

strong & free. Weekly at 9am & 11am.
Creative Life

Spiritual Center

2 blocks east of
Goalin b L4Steat 0A) & Kephomdan
www.creativelife.org 281.350.5157

{First Evangelical Lutheran Church)
NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)

Sun Worship 11 am §
Weds 6:45 pm Teleos

832.723.6948 = Rev G Todd Williams
www.radicalchristians.org

+ CLEANING/MAID SERVICE

KAEHLER CLEANING |
SERVICE since 1995

continually the bestt”
Residentiol & Commedcial

Call John 713/861-6181
kjrlghn&lll-er@sbqjkﬂ.dlu'

- EHFlﬂYHEHT

MASSAGE ROOM AND STYLIST CHAIR
available, Call Aliver @ 883/264-5361

FULL-TIME RECEPTIONIST needed for busy
hair salon Tuesday-Saturday, Prefer reception-
ist experience. Call Angle @ 713/877-1645

- HEALTH AND BEAUTY

Food Addicts In Recovery
GLBT Open 12 Step Meeting,
Every Saturday, 11 am - 12 Noon
Bering Methodist Rm 232,
back entrance of church
www.foodaddictsinrecovery.com

* HOME CARE/REMODELING

We can
make your
home
beautiful...
even fabulous!

Total Home Care &

Remodeling

Residential
Concepts
&) ofTexasL.L.C

281.744.0661
yukisan2@hotmail,com
Gay owned/operated lor 20 yrs

 MASSAGE

w
XL
=
W
L
4"

Mass

~ ROBERT rMT
[713] 374 6230

WA th‘IHFJI‘ﬂ comJ/ro

GARY FREDRICK MASSAGE. Not safisfied
with the work you've received. Call me! In call
or Out call, Athletic Deap Tissue, Restorative-
Therapy, Swedish Massage. Call for an ap-
pointment. Located in the Galleria/Wesichase
area. Call Gary @ 713.240,5163.

John
Rodriguez
assage
Therapist

; alveston Island
uoor765-5563

Dave's Hands
Know More Than He Does
Swedish » Polarity » Shiatsu
Hablo Pienso y Hago Con Mis Manos

832/443-2229

el AMASSAGE
* Full Body
*» Feel Awesome
» Centrally Located
* Qutcalls Welcome
713-942-2399
7 days/evenings
VisaMasiorCard acceptod

- MASSAGE

HEALING HANDS. Canng and healing
hands with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage
Balancing your Iife by restoring flow and en-
ergy. Peaceful, relaxing and rejuvenating for
tolal health, RMT#2233. Howard Kanelgkos

713/528-6174

- e -
The Ultimate Relaxation
Cuts, Color, Highlights
Holistic Facials & Body Triming/Waxing

SkyBar Bldg » Wkends,too

DERMA GLOW SPA
2325 San Jacinto
Houston, TX 77002

Waning, Facials. Relaxation
and Deep Tissue Massage,
and Thai Massage

Jose
713.540.7544

MT#014552

Best Massage Therapist - 2005
OutSmart Readers Choice Awards

r—
Profoundly

relaxing... :
exceptionally ‘
therapeutic g y

Paul Rutledge

713/592-0444

-mmaﬁﬂma

« Ovar 10 yrs experience
» Hot Stone
* Major Credit/Debit Cards Accepted
In/Out Calls » Flexiole Haurs
WwWW.gau .com

MASSAGE. Relieve yourself of all tension
with & full body massage in a quiet, private
atmosphera by a friendly 30 v.0. male therapist.
Bryan 832/247-427T1

"voted or
therapist

ULFLALLY

MASSAGE * Therapeutic * Relaxing « Ron
Howell, Registered Massage Therapist » In
or Qut Calls « 7 Days » Noon-Midnight

713.524.8692.

Ctasoce. Al aasage
“In The Heights”

Maturity and experience. Great rates.
Helaxrng therapeutic massage in PFM:TTE
studio inthe Heights., 10 am - 9 pm week-
days and weekends 12-10 pm. Call for
appointment, Byron 713/202-9786. Visit
my website al www.classicmassage,
com Four hands available.

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Tall,
muscular, masculine, State Licensed. AMTA
Certified. 12 yrs expenence. Incredible, full
body, figh energy, total release massage.
Interioop. §75/hr. Mike 713/963-9603

MASSAGE THERAPIST

= (ol Colls Welooma
MAGIC HANDS
281/804-8027

- MASSAGE

Massage Therapy
Swedish,

Deep Tissue
Aromatherapy,
Tropical Setting
www.oasispalms.com
Paul@oasispalms.com

BODYWORK BY DAN-HANDS On Massage-
Swedish-DeepTissue-Masculine-Private-
Discreet-Montrose Location-In'Out-Sam 1o
10pm-T13/857-1009

| ,o. NICE TOUCH, RELAX-
ATION OF BODY AND
' MIND BY

832.078.7017

* PET SERVICE/SALES

Pet Setting
P.S.In the Heights
Call Daniel 713/869-3698 |

PERSIAN KITTENS

2 dozen extreme fiat face
Persian kittens for sale.
Call Jody Ness @ 936/329-4317
or softailjody@cebridge.net

* PHOTOGRAPHER

Oavidlew!s
IMAGES

pﬁafggmp 5l

713-240-5508
davidlewisimages.com

« REAL ESTATE/FOR SALE
FANTASTIC OCEAN VIEWS and BREEZES.
FABULOUS 1004 -year 3 brm - 2 bath home.
2286 sq foof with 1100 &q foot of decks - poal
www.gulfparadiseforsale.com.

CALIFORNIA-STYLETWO BEDROOM GAR-
DEN HOME. Houston Chrenicle recognized
this neighborhood as a hidden gem. 280 &
Beltway 8. Eight-foot brick walls surround
property providing privacy. Enter an oasis.
Flagstone carpeats, large entertainment area
with freestyle pool and hot tub. Pergola and
custom canopy create outdoor rooms. Living
room has high ceiling with large windows
throughout providing views of the gardens
Darlene 281/788-6216 @ Premier GMAC
Real Estate.

- REAL ESTATE/MORTGAGE

DO YOU WANT A 15T MORTGAGE, 2nd
Mortgage, Refinance, Business, or Personal
Loan? STEPS FINANCIAL would fike to as-
sist you with the steps you need to obtain and
maintain your financial status. We provide
courteous loan representalives and low inter-
est rates to rebuild your credit. Don't hesitale
to steer your credit in the right direction. Call
today: 1-866/827-2325

* ROOMMATE SEARCH
SEEKING WHITE MALE FOR ROOMMATE
&for friend, 30-35, 1o share a home with
slable. pleasant male individual in the area of
58 South & Willcrest, Non-smoker; no drugs.
$100/wk. Call Tommy @ 281/561-7669.

= FOR SALE/SPCIALITY RETRAIL

Qrchids For Sale, Lease ¢
For A Day. We keap a va
orchids in thi @ shop. Mg

on this ad
50 ountt
(. Dallas = Houston, TX
.L').. 1,5 'l,_|,|”
dexpressandleasing.com

_“- r

ore

= SEREVICES

SHEETROCK REPAIRS » WMLP:%HEM!L

PAINTING « TEXTURES = B32.567.3804

e
CALL-CRUISE
—_— et e o et !

More FREE features than
any other DATELINE!

Houston
713 225 5500

FREE code 4182
CALL NOW!

For other cities call

(888) MegaMates

- SERVICES

FREE LivE HOT GAY CHAT
ManScan - Personals - More!

563-843-8884
18+ 24 HRS

- TRANSPORTATION

www.libertycab.net
713.695.6700

Meeting Your
Transportation
Needs
24 Hrs.

oy

a Day
«YOGA

InHome YOGA -
- Stress Relief

- Deep Relaxation
- Circulatory
Enhancement

(832) 880-3316

Things in Life
You Can Trust:.

QutSmart's
Circulation
Numbers!

An ad placed in OutSmart magazine
reaches loyal, interested readers, Out-
Smart's circulation figures are audited in-
dependently by Veerified Audit Circulation
your guarantee of an accurate count

A Y VERIFIED

ALIDIT CIRCLILATION
Verified Audit Circulation is a national

www verifiedaudit.com
auditing service respected for aver 50
years in the publishing industry
Insist on Audited Circulations like
OutSmart.For advertising information

call 713/520-7237.

MARKETPLACE AD RATES

Marketplace

Color Boxed Ad pe e 562 857
B/W Boxed Ad perich $47 $43
30-Word Line Ad 27 $25

Marketplace Classifieds are per column inch. Column inch width is 1.688. Word line ads are
30 words or less, plus $1 per additional word and 50 cents for all words in bold, Add addifiona
$6 per issus to have your classified ad appear on our website. Ads can also be placed on our
secure website at www. OutSmartMagazine.com,

1 Month 3 Month 6 Month 12 Month

$52 47
$38 $35
523 $a2

Deadline: July12 for the August 06 |ssue. Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX, or
Discover, Or FAX it 713/522-3275. Sorry, we do not bill. Mail ad & payment to: OutSmart 3406
Audubon, Houslon, TX 77006-4412, For more information, call 713/620-7237.
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g ACCOMMODATIONS §

Angeles De Merida Bed & Breakizst

Merida, Yacatan Mexico e 1 137208-2482
First Class Viclorians

www firstciassvictorians.com 409/T63-5048
Sara'sB&B

841 Heights Bivd T13/868-1130
Sand'N Sea Pirates Beach

WWW sandnSea. com 409/737-2556
The Victorian Conde/Hotel

6300 Seawall/Galveston ............ B00/231-6363

ADVERTISING/MARKETING

Eny and Lashian Yellow Pages
712 Montrose Bivd 7
an and Leshian Rainbow Pages

2-0084

281/997-977T8

ﬂulSmarl M agannu
3406 Audubon Place

' nlﬂcunnlrlnuihmnﬁnr|us

Autamn Air

3036 Yale - e T13/BE4-BIER
Bakar-Jones Co., Inc

4116 Caroling 51 ......... T14/529-3518

Tejas Air Inc
laans 83:

ﬂPPA HTMENTSFFOH LEASE

West Crevk Apartments

4444 Westhedmer ... ... TIHB29-4663
West Creek At River Oaks
o -4.‘ WostCreek 21001

T13/529-5842
JE?"n Elf} ASTROLOGIGAL READINGS

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES

CSW Legnl Team- Caplum! Shellish S-Warren I.I;_.P
405 Main 5t, Ste 1050 ....... T13/T15-4500
Law Office of Mark Levin, Attorney

2813 West TC. Jester . 281/355-7936
Law Offices of Sam M. (Trey) Yates, lILP.C
5225 Kaly Frwy, Ste 550 T1y932-nTT
Moore and Hunt
3608 Audubon 7
Nechman, Simoneaux and Frye, FI.LC
W nalaw us .. 227717
Tyler Flood Atlormey at Law
405 Main St Ste 820 ... 713/224-40W1
VO Law Firm
Appt. Only 713/240-3994

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
AutoHaus KEH
2815 San Jacinto @ Tuam 713859
Mas!nr Auto Service
) Yale : 713/862-6638
Tech Auto Maintanance

37 Waugh Drive T13/863-8244
—_AUTOMOTIVE SALES

Advantage BEMW/Midtown
2101 San Jacinto @ Gray 713/288-1200
Andarson Ford Mercury
US 59 North, Cieveland. ......,....... 800/924-1697
Fnad Haas lnynta.'.llmmy Jnnes

D400 |-45 North i 28 1E2HT=-T000
Hellmnn River Oaks [.nnmler Jeep/Brett Ilauerls
4807 Kirtyy 713/831-2820

Momenium BMw.f.llmmy ﬂaﬁn
E . BIZ/545-T0G

North Houston infinit/

Evelyn Partain & Robert Johnson

I-45 North @ FM 1960 261/569-3100
Planel Ford - ~ 20403 |- 45 North
Auday Gonzalez/Service new‘t BE

Scott Sprouse/Sales ... 281 465 3804
Star Motor Cars/Mercedes-Benz/Rick Benson
7000 Katy Rd ! 713/B68-6879
CAB COMPANIES
Liberty Cab
L 713/695-6700
United Cab
{13/699-0000
qmsﬂmm CENTERS/TEMPLES
Bering Memaorial
1440 Harold ...... s 113261017
Creative Life Spiritual nmler
5326 Spring-Stuebner ... ... 281/350-5157
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Dignity Houston

2515 Waugh/dignityhouston org

Maranatha Fellowship
3333 Fannin, Ste 106

5t Patil's United Methodist Church
& Binz/Bissonnet ..

5501 Mz

'CLEANING SERVICES/DRY CLEANERS

Imaga Cleaners

3407 Montrose, Ste B4 ........... 7

Maid in the Shade

www.cleanthis.com .................

Perfection Plus Service

CLDTHINGIFDDTWE-&R :

Flounce Boutique
1621 Westhaimer
Juliet & Romen
550 Westhaimer
Male U Wear
415 Westhaimer #104
M2M
3400 Montrose, Ste 105
Spasso
2055 Westhaimer

FINANCIAL SERVICES

RAllstate Financial Services/Ronnie Whitman
13/825-5618

G;een.fwhl !e Jl.duisuts

1225 M. Loop Wost, Ste. 1030.... 713/869-1144

Hubbard Financial Services
2615 Montrose Blvd
Prudential F:nnnci&luahan

522-9000

al 'lJHfI 1Uh Ext 6127

FITNESS CLUBS:’THMNEHS

Houston Gym
TSOT Darhany oiisiiacigiivaseiis
Fitness Exchange

A0A0 Mifam . e T13/524-9932

Tha Goach ltimmie spnm Stud

Kimberly Marler, Personal Trainer . 832/443-FITT

Martial Fitness/Wes Rose, Parsonal Trainer

. B32/TBT-2800

I'\lua.m Mncnanluunnn Raron

T Richmond . ....... oo 713/523-5330
rH!(_anessfStclrt
AE7H Beechmut ...
Wes Rose Fitness

4040 Milam ehel L . BAATHT-2609

FLORIST

T13/880-9191

13/667-7072

Bering Support Network
www.beringandfriands.org
Center for AIDS

1407 Hawthrone |

Center for Clinical Studies

EPAH - Executive & Prufesslunni Assuclatll}n af

Houston .
Gaurdian anguiﬂ

houston@quard nangels.com.,
Gay & Leshian Gommunity Genter
o

3400 Montrose

Houston Buyer's Glub
3224 Yoakum

HIWSTD Intoline ...,
NAACP Houston Branch

Planned Parenthood
3604 Fannin

CUM_PUTERS!INTEHN__E__TFIT SERVICES

Atomar Communicat nnsJAnﬂluuj' Bure‘s

Cnpy M

1201-F Westheimer
HJIR Design

www. hjrdesign.com

TechT I'|=ra;|5r
www. techtherap

Houston Depl. of Health & Human Snrvu:es
T q

CDNSTHUCTI ON/HOME RE REMUDELING

Aziza Homes
arirahomes. com

Big Bear Aoofing/Jaimie Alvarado

imie@@bigbear.com
Haritage Home Bullders

Kitchen Connections

www.greathouseremodeling.com 2

Flowers Etc. By Georgia

1818 Waugh Or 713/524-3939

5raqon Fly Ari Design

angela@dragonfiyartdesign.com  713/862-4140

House of Coleman

901 W. Alabama ! 713/623-2521

Vilven Design Group

1708 Colquitt T13M526-3212
"GROCERIES

Y :

J Mot 026-7865
HAIRFNAIUSKIN CnRE!SALGNS

BatIIPShnu Hair

4317 Montrose, Ste 1

S0m T13/398-432

Laser & Cusmnnc Surgery Center ul les'run The
70

3819 Buffalo Spwy, Sia 1207
Sona Mad Spa/Dr R.). Yharra

www.sonahouston com 1-BEG/GET-50NA

White, A Salon & Skincare Center/Michael
_Slﬁlri:‘:rnann MO, FACS
i il

—__ HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRA
Chimney Rock Chiropractic/Arn Kntler. 0.c

3033 Chimney Rock 713/781-3344
Fram:o Chropraciie Clinic -’Fernnnnu Franco

3 Montrosa, Sta 550 13/526-595
Kirtry Health&Wellness Euniur.nl(enne!h W, Les'lur
3930 Kirby Dr., Ste, 108 .. I526-5
Med-Crew/Dr. Dirk Hunter
3930 Kirby Dr., Ste. 108 .
West U Rehab Chiropratic Glinic & Weliness
Center/Reyna Moore, D.C.

1842 Richmond 713/522-3544

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THE RAPY

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE___

Blur Bar
710 Paoific :
Broadway Across Arnsrica
broadway acrossamerica.com
l:hancns The Barn/G=Spot
1100 Westheimer
etc/easi-end theatre company
2001 Postoffice/Galveston ..
Fluff the Kat Greal Music

Guava Lamp
570 Waugh Dr
JR's/Santa Fe
BOA Pacific
Live Nation
livenation.com
Melnor

2306 Geneses

805 Pacific
Premiere Ginema 11

89th-& Seawall/Galveston ........

South Beach

810 Pacific Street. ...

www Hiuffthekat. com

Maontrose Mining Company

Bering Support Network/Uzniel Garces
1440 Harald ..., 713/526-1017
C3 insitute/Aoman l.rra-rer. Edl}
e BI2/BBS-7381
lnny r.arrnll LMS‘W M:F
1006 f\'l'-~!,J.J N IETN 71
Daborah Denson, LMSW-ACP
2900 Weslayan Ste. 535 ..., 713/850-7225
gnammarnes MS, LPG, LMFT
3316 ML Vernon T13/526-8.
20% OFF INITIAL VISIT.
David Genac, PhD
1712 Fairview ; 713/899-3769
Miles [. Glaspy, LCSW

390

713/529-1913
Enod Gray, LMSW ACF, C lil CSJ:T
4200 Monfrose ., 13/522-7014
Jon-Paul Hamilion, M’B
4200 Montrose, Ste 540 : T13/522-7014
Barbara Lewvinson, Pthf Cr for Heatlhy Sﬂludhl't
2400 Augusta Dr.Ste. 120 n
Denise 0'Dohery
AT30 Kirby, Ste 910 ... T13/524-9525

Robert Snefigrove, LMSW-ACP
4200 Montrase, Ste 540

0. Scoft Stanley, MS, LMFT-LPG

1458 Campbetl, Ste 2504 .......... 281/960-3091
Jefi Vannice, PhiD

1415 N. Loop WesL., Ste 780 ..... T13/426-4455
Lise Wannemacher, LPG, NCG
www.CounselingHouston.com ... 713/463-0449

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS

Tony 0. May Agency/Nationwide Insurance
2621 5 Shepherd, Ste 260 Ty
Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers/

5 W. Loop South, Ste, 185
Rob Schme:ler Insurance Agency/Farmers

6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 .
Rob Schmerler Insurance Agsm‘wrarmersmnh

Bruce W, Smith, DDS

1006 Missouri e 1 131529-4364
Curv Logan, DOS, PA

S30 WaEN .vveeerrer e 713/942-8598
LileSmEIWHandv Hltl:hmnm ops

1722 W, Alabama 713/5492-9300
River Oaks Elite Dentisiry/Or Gurnrajul:lr Johnsan
1930 W Bell ., F13526-2504

HEALTH CAHE—SEEUFEEE!PHGDUGTS

6575 W, Loop South, Ste. 185 ...

1W. Marks Jewelers

Staven Cash Jawalar

LAN[]S{:AFING.'PDULS
AJ s Iindscaplng & Deslgn Inc,

Houston Buyer's Club Discount Vitaming

3224 Yoakum 713/620-5288
Houston Dept. of Health & Human Services
HIV/STD Infoline .. T13/794-8020
Legacy Community Health Services

215 Westhaimer T13/830-3000
Pride Institute

www_pride-ingtitute com ... BOO/54-PRIDE
Truvada

n.-m truvada. eom BO0-GI an

—+ MASSAGE THERAPIST/YOGA =

Pearlaad Pwl Supn!y
www _peariandpooisupply.com

Windswept Landscape/Tim Tumer
www windsweptiandscapa.com

PEST CONTROL
Enviro Treat Pest Control/Alex Bams

PET SEF’I‘JFCES#SUPPLJEE
Eal \I'f'larlnnnl CIH|Ir.fIJr Paula ﬂume

E Alan Davidson, HMT."ES.';EI‘IIIEJ ouch
713/842-0923
c‘{."t HESG{NM‘F I‘JFF FAGIALS
Health Masters School of Ma.ssagu Thnrap\-
101 Franklin i T13/224-8499
Jowl Leal, AMT

ARG 97 -4808
Ken Claude, RMT
J.LIJ'JI'I].I.‘G 713/240-9598

HEALTH CARE- UPHTHALM LOGISTS

Diagnostic Eye Center

Stawart Iuckemmn MB
-h'u'.,'le oo, § m 7136

HEALTH CﬂnRE— PT

Classic Care Elpr.lcalmsbnrah A, Thomas 00

1337-B W 43rd @ Ella . T13/686-3201
Eye Elegance
3966 Westheimer 713/622-4411
Greenway Optical
4020 Bissannat @ Weslayan 713/661-2506
Spectaclea on Hontmse

Mc nirnse # 13/529-3937

HEALTH CARE-PHYSIC!AHS
Hnn Frazier, MO
1214 Harmann Dr #845 f521-0340
Pasha Sinus & Rllergy Snnnng & Smep G
Raza Pasha,MD breathefreely, com281 /5
Scn rader Clinie/Shannon Schrader, M[l
Greenbriar, Ste 200 T13/526-17
Shln Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrm-s, Mo
106 Westheimer, Ste & ... 713/942-7H46
The Laser and Cosmetic Surgery Center of
Houston/Meltssa Bogle, MD
3819 Buffaio Speadway, Ste1202 71

22-1720

~ HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES

Ham:lr Iallﬁ l!ew Spa

PS Pet Sltﬂﬂﬂ Service in the Helgnts

Dalton DeHart Phot ugr'a'phy

Vatsrlr Pmduclluns f Jnhn Conro r

F\'unna Feace Photography

Lafry French Enterprises

ETRISTS

F’FH NTiHE.’EDFY CEHTEHS

PSYCHIC/INTUITIVE READERS

B lllly Hnnnr Asnulug:r

10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL nﬂnmﬁs
REAL ESTATE HOME-INSPECTION

Jdim's Home Inspaction
fimgiulian@yahoo. com ..

REAL ESTATE SERVICES-REALTORS

Absalute Resity Group

Audio Video Design
T300 SW Frwy
Brandon Home Furnishings

[776-8444

8848 Glenmont T13/785-7888
Chic Warehouse

T2 Yale 81 i 822-3392
Direct Buy

directbuy.com ....... B00/218-0726
High Fashion Home

3100 Travis @ Elgin ... 713/528-3838
IKEA

TR0 Katy Frwy 713/688-7867
Madiarn Worth

5113 Bellairs Blvd {13/666-5113

See addittonal listings under Speciaity Retail

— INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Bill Amejka/Centruy 21
bill@mymbarealtor.com ........... B
Tim Anthony/aren Derr & Assoc.
Bill Baldwin/Karen Derr & Assoc.
Coldwell Banker Swilley-Hudson
Bob Beszborn/Karen Derr & Assoc.
Bryan Boyle/Keller Willlams

Richard Buentello/Karen Derr & Assoc.

Doug Willis, Insurance Agent

winw.dougwllils, mw-ins.com 713/828-9178
Farmers Insurance Group/Ronnie Whitman
2690 Richmond, Ste 400 ... T13/825-5618

Doan & Associates//Nationwide Insurance
One Gresnway Plaza, Ste 100 ..... 281/956-1052

Anthony Calleo Realtor
Bnil:e l!hilmbars'i(arzn Dan & Assm:

Te"a Cuﬂmnn.ftalnfwell Banher

Dawn Condominuims, The !
...................................... 409/740-3111
Bob Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights BIVD .....ccoeiicnnniceiee 713/875-T049
Karen Derr/Karen Darr & Assoo.

1545 Heights Blvd
Iilnn Filmore/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Helghts Bivd .......ci0001e T13/875-9482

Heritage Texas Propertins

1177 W. Loop South, Ste 1200 ... 713/965-0812
Bruce Hutmacher/Karen Derr & Assoc,

T13/862-1600

1545 Heights Bvd. ....ccvcviiiiiee 281/216-0557
Dana Gray/Gray Home Team
www.grayhometeam.com ... T13/540-5373
Bill Hammond/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Bvd ... covvenrinne 713/478-T385
Richard Hill/Keller Williams

www.richardhill.com ..... o— i B |
Jerry Jaggers/Karen Derr & Assoo.

1545 Helghts BIvd, ..o iommrnn T137501-T078
Clitford Johnson,/Karen Darr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Bivd. ............ « T713/818-0618
Michael Johnston/Suzanne Andersnn Prupenles
230 Westhaimer. ,......eere 713/529-8484

l'i'lart:r Justus/Karen Derr 8. .i.ssnl::.
545 Heights Bivd, ey 1130099870
Lioyd Lee/Coldwell Binhcr

8303-A Hwy 6 North, . .. 832/335-9534
I(arl McWilliams/Karen l}err &m

1545 Heights Blvd. ...cc.c.oreeiees £32-746-4920
Jattrey Kuchar/Heritage Texas PTOJJl'II'hEEI
4295 San Felipe, Ste 300, ........... T13/341-1745
ﬁshlun Martini/Karen Derr & ﬂ.ssue

1545 Heights BV, ....res 1 ovveiooren, BI2-BTB-THER
David Montz/Re/MAX
40610 Bellaire BN ..o T13/667-1001

Israel Penaloza/Real Property Realty
- T13/443

nhanda Fuwer'Hﬂr&n Dan & !-ssm:
1545 Heights Bvd. ...e.c..ovvreeens 13/875-7297

Prima Houston Realty

B32/863-3039
me:l Ramani/Urban Lnu ing Real tu:s
5023 Washington 3

Heathw Raymer/Karen Derr & ﬁssoc

1545 Heights Blvd T13/875-4366

Claire Relswerg/Sand'N Sea Plrates Be:

WWW.sandnsea.com ... 409,

Steve Rooke/Herltage Texas Properties
f13/225-558¢

Ghm Rogers/Jose McDonald Realty, Im.

1444 Westheimer Ste 1560 ... 281/755-4500
Eunme Taylor/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1545 Heights Blvd T13/408-9709
Sheree Thompson/Karen Derr & B,s.s-uc
1545 Heights Blvd 13/204-4628

Vd Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty
1802 Broadway, 122, Galveston . 409
Brign Teichman/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1545 Haights Blvd 73
Roberts J. Walters/Karen Derr & Assoc,

1545 Heights Blvd . : 281/222-4469
Robert Zahn/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Bivd ... ... 408/938-8237
Alma Zepeda/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Bivd. ...................... 713-302-7388

5-9837

4136

Il:\rn 5 Italian Restaurant Sculpters by Design
24 E Gregnway Plaza, Ste 200
Salsas Mex:n.‘m Reatallrnnt
4604 Seawall, Galveston

Ilgw ] Hﬂallhy FrIII Yale Sl.rant Aris Malka-t @ Wind Walnr Gallary

SFECF;\L!T‘I’ HET#IL

Hubbard Financial Services
2615 Montrose Blud. ..o e [

TELEPHONES/GELL/WIRELESS

Premier Paging & Wireless
Murphy Road, Stafford ..... i

CALL FOR FRIDE CARD SPECIALS
Telecom Wireless Services Inc

Ealvumn Mllqus Dealers’ Association
wwi antiquegalvaston.com

Great Frame Up, The

Ecm-.:l ergu I'raul Inc

WEBSITE DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT

Atomar Cummmlcahonsfﬁnlhﬂny Buras

Hnlllnq-ud Frame Gallary

Light Bulbs unlimited

ww, hjrdesign.com

Spec's Wine @ Spirlts
7 s WWW.SPRECSONIINE COM

Thank you for supporting our Advertisers.
Please be sure to tell them you
saw their ad in OutSmart.

For advertising information, call 713-520-7237.

REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE-LENDERS

Cady GrizzoMl/Countrywide Home Loans

1830 Wesl BTay ... 832/541-1103
Golden Vault Financlial Group/Roy Mandiola
.o B32/45T-0046

Llwersn Lendl.ngmawn Hee\lag
281/830-5969

Jusu M:Dnnnlu Hnrtgagn Cnrp Jlason Baca

5444 Westheimer, Ste 1560 ....... 281/658-7220
Neider Mortgage!/Sharon Nelder

4615 Southwest Frwy, Ste 817 ... 713/355-4288

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE BARS

Clary's Seafood Restaurant

8509 Teichman Ad, Galvesion ..... BD0/278-0771
Daily Review Cafe
412 W LEMAN e omrrsiee 11 3/520-8217

Dessert Gallery
3200 Kirby DF .ooeeios

1616 Post Oak Bled
DNR European Fast Food

e 113/522-8899
. 713/622-0007

AB21 MONTOBE 1vosicismrisiiarsisiiin: T13/529-0 DNR
Hurricane Cate

1328 Seawall, Galveston ............. 409/770-WING
Pirzeria Giardino/next door to Baba Yega's

2611 Grant ... s T 1 WB22-1885

713. 667 7072

4676 Beechnut Houston, Iix
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BAR & (LUB GUIDE

GEORGE MARY'S, NATURALLY

651 oy el I Houston, this s o lagendary

HOUSTON L{\.CUE\".&TEQI.IILH LOUNGE

— Arturo Cohu 3Nty openad tis club in the fommer
5

T e el BEHIND

BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM

The Bl sh

WHO:
Joel Hickman

CHANCES/THE NEW E WHERE:
This fhnme-In-one women's bar provides o place 1o Robert's LaFitte

(2501 Avenue Q
af 25th,
409/

CLUB 1415

On Wednesdoy. Bovs & Gir

DECADES
This casuwal neighborhond bar

CLUB INERGY

A migille s

Iubin

COUSINS

ifip. QUALITY PRODUCTS
Urbas Vides umg; FAIR PH'CES

GOOD SERVICE IN A
COMFORTABLE ENVIRONMENT

WWWMETEORHOUSTON.COM « 2306 Genosee @ Fairview = Houston, TX * 713.521,0123

‘Roland Belmz
Directfrom LosAngels:
After Hours Until 5am

118 JULY 2006 OutSmart

HOUSE OF FINESSE

IR's BAR & GRILL

MANGO VIDEQ LOUNGE
ed next b b inergy. F

Th

m g g

MICHAEL'S OUTPOST
his neighborhood hangout h

peana ¢
WHAT'S UP: it
To celebrate the pre- Y
Fourth of July holiday,
the club presents
Robert's Puppet Show
on Saturday, July 1,
at 10:30 p.m. and
on Sunday, July 2,
at 9:30 p.m. On
Tuesday, Independence
Day, pairons help
fhemselves fo free hot

i, dogs around the pool

MONTROSE MINING COMPANY

EVERY THURSDAY

fpm-1amiopen mic
LIvVE AT

www fluffthekat.com

udly male dancers bump ond arind every

Would your business like to profit from this space?

Monthly Gay & Lesbian Spending Pattemns
* Dines Out 45 times per week « Attends Live Performances
2-3 times per month - Goes to a Club or Bar 2 times a week

I L
LT o

(all 713.520.7237

b

The 611
fl' 5 nalght - -:-'I s 15 o l .. t. |Iil.||---': shi 'rl- ..'I: :... i 1 Anxiety
oo, 611 e Posk o 7195269070 Specializing in work with

* Depression
SOUTH BEACH

individuals and couples from
the gay, lesbian, bisexual and

transgender community since 1981.

* Mood Disturbances

b * Intimacy
VIVIANA'S * Relationships

* Family Concerns

OutSmart Magazine Readers' Choice

+ Coming-Out
Best Therapist 2003, 2004, 2005

* Sexuality
THE EXPERIENCED THERAPIST WHO TEACHES YOU

* |dentity Issues
HOW TO GET THE MOST FROM YOUR THERAPY.

Spring

* Loss

» Grief

RANCH HILL SALOON
i hos pocked wp and

oy « 1 CARROLL wcsw

* Transition

.ﬂa1ue-5lnn . GT'OWT.h

GARZA'S KON TIKI

it R e i s s Ao R i vl e Wik + Abuse

ay koraoke and Sotroy W shows hostad by OC Ryder. 315

smant = 40977855605 « www.Ihekonlikl com * Addiction y _ e
o SR BBk For more information visit

INK Ll IN & H
R iy PR Anger www.HoustonTherapist.com

* Conflict Resolution Most cradic cards accepted,

* Self-Esteem P
bouston

* Self-Confidence ; -‘&_g.tm

—

1006 MIssOURI sT.HousTonTx 77006 7 13-527-0000

* Achievement

JRD COAST BEACH BAR

ST AWAIAN BINGO

SAT. JULY 15

1415 CALIFORNIA $15 GAME PACKET
DOORS OFEN AT 5 PM & GAME BEGING AT 6 PM

"o | Kamanawanabingo

THE COPA

Linmg Paves-Sin olist
pool lables, o spacious shage, and ¥ @ Mo
[ ] wy. 304

CHRIS' CROCKETT STREET PUB
Locaked n B Aowritcwn enfertolnmeant

BENEFITING THE
Houston GLBT ComuniTy CENTER

HALO VIDECQ BAR

For sponsorship opportunities:
713/524-3818
www.houstonglbtcommunitycenter.org

D SPO
w02 Nso

? £

Send bar/club news to
clubguide@outsmartmagazine.com.

%,
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SignOut

by Lilly Roddy

s the month opens, our good friend Mercu-
Ary is about to go retrograde. If you haven't

started your new projects, you will need to
wait until August 1. Retrograde Mercury is always
good for finishing up existing projects, contacting
old dlients, or general cleanup and reorganization.
Things best to avoid during Mercury retrograde:
buying anything that is automotive or electrical,
signing documents, or fraveling to someplace new.
* Jupiter, planet of growth and expansion, begins
it direct or forward motion in Scorpio on June 6.
This should make it very busy, almost too busy, for
the Scorpios and Tauruses. Still, you sheuld wait
for August to really begin those new plans. = The
Sun enters the sign of Leo on the 22nd. Mercury
begins the month in Leo but returns to Cancer on
the 10th. Venus is sailing through Gemini and
wades into Cancer on the 18th. Mars confinues
his journey through Lec and eventually gets his
act together as he enters Yirgo. Jupiter remains in
Scorpio, Saturn in Leo, Uranus in Pisces, Neptune
in Aquarius, and Pluta in Sagittarius.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Home and family
is your focus for this month. This could be a greal
time for family reunions or inviting old friends fer
July 4th holiday celebrations. You will certainly be
molivated to get things in your house in order and
cleaned up. You are feeling good about using your
creafive energies and can be especially productive
at work or with your children and their projects
Make sure thot you take time for yourself.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Reconnecting
with people with whom you communicated in the
past is going to be a part of your July. Your sign
will be doing most of the reorganizing this menth.
Relationships take a very positive turn at the start
of the month, and you may find that many of the
problems that you were having will start to just
disappear. You should avoid starfing a new rela-
tionship until August, Work can be very frustrating
by the end of the month. You should try to keep
a clear head, because others around you will be
lesing theirs.

GEMINI (May 21 -June 21). Your ruling planet,
Mercury, goes refrograde as the month starts.
This is the time 1o review your financial status. You
may want to examine your salary or the fees you
charge your clients. But you should wail to put
any new plans into action until August 1. You may
have some car problems this month, but wait until
August to address those problems if you can. This
is an excellent month to be in touch with romantic
pariners from your past, Some of the old magic
is shill there.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). This is your birthday

cleanup compaign around work and home. You
continue fo focus on your financial picture and
getting that in order. Others may find you a bit
driven in career and money areas. You may feel
that you need some time to yourself even though
you don't think you can afferd to take it. If you can
get away for a weekend, it will do your mind and
body so much good.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22). Since you
are a Mercury-ruled sign, Mercury retrograde
for July will have an impact on you as well as the
Geminis. Mercury will be affecting the area of your
horescope that rules friends, social groups, and
business associations. You will go through a review
period to determine if you are really interested in
participating and maintaining your conneclions
with these groups. By the end of the month, Mars,
planet of action, moves into your sign for the next
45 days. This should be a great lime to get some
new enterprises put inta action. Take a risk and
invest in yourself.

LIBRA [September 23-October 23). This month,
Mercury is retrograding the career area of your
horoscope. You will reclly be rethinking your
current career choice. There may be problems
that come up over issues that tock place several
months ago. Mercury retrograde has o way of
bringing hidden problems to the surface so that
you can confront them. You are reviewing your
work and business associations as well, and you
may eliminate some of them from your schedule
this manth,

SCORPIO (October 24-November 21), You
are ready for a break from your routines. You

ES PERETL

DAVID EDLARDO F

ILLLPSTRATION

potential new relafionships improve after the 8th,
but wait unfil August 1 before you consummate
any new relationships or they may not last. At the
end of the month, you will become very focused
on your work and career. Enjoy your break in the
earlier part of the month.

SAGITTARIUS [November 22 - December 21}.
This is a bit of a reclusive time for you. Normally,
you are a much more socially inferaclive person,
You are reviewing your talents and skills and how
they interrelate to your relationships, partners, and
very close friends, You are also reviewing how and
where you invest your money and your fime. This
con be a bit of a problem time for romantic relafion-
ships as both you and your companion try fo make
sure that you ore operating from the same page.
You will discover that you are nat, but you have the
chance to get back on frack ofter some discussion.
By the end of the month, you are ready to get back
te work and get back to your task at hand,

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 12]. With
Mercury ratrograding in the relationship arena of
your horascope, you are in for a month review of
your existing relationship and relationship patterns.
This could be a very good lime for you and your
partner fo visit a counselor or to take some lime fo
look at the direction your partnership is heading.
You should be able to find some resolution to any
problems that come up after the 19th, Your work
arena should go well for the month. You shouldn't
have any real problems there.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18). Your
center of attention this month will be on your work
environment, workplace, co-workers, and existing
health condifions. You will really want to get things
cleaned up and reorganized. Some conditions with
your co-workers could come to a head. During this
time frame, you will have to find a solution. Things
cannot go on as before. Personal relationships are
in a period of renewal as well. You need to know
where you and your pariner are going. This can
also be a time of endings for relationships, if you
are not able to come to some sort of agreement.

PISCES (February 19-March 20). This month,
you are in a playful and creative moad, especially
compared fo the rest of the other signs. This would
be a great menth to be with your children or to
engage in childlike activities. You have recently
focused so much on getting your workplace or-
ganized and your health in better shape. This is a
month of welcome relief from those concemns. Try
to break away from your habits and do something
very different. You are also inferested in improving
the appearance of your home. You may do some
painting or consider some new furniture or home

Dot e
by dot @ s
building @g
up the '
image...”' ®P
' Marion E. Coleman

Your Community Image Inker!

* Top Female Business person
» One of the Top Community Heros
2005 QutSmart Reader's Choice Awards

House of Coleman
Fine Printing & Graphics

901 WEST ALABAMA

HOUSTON, TX 77006-4693
713.523.2527 » FAX 713.524.2643
www.HouseofColeman.com

Visit Mexico's Gayest Resort City,

Mel'ida! et De gy
Mw%%

Yucatan Penninsula
Bed & Breakfast - Merida, Mexico

Continental
Airlines Flies
Direct Daily!

Amenities Include:
Relaxing Private Pool
Breck

el

SUMMER
SHAPE UP

We'll provide you with the facilifies. professional
nstruchion. a conveniert location-all at an
affordable cost, Call today, and let us help you
discover FTNESS YOUR WAY.

Get Fit Now!

Pay 0 Dues until September*

HOUSTON GYM
713-880-9191

WwWwW._Noustongym.com

%-8pm Dawy
Fri. Buffet

Spmy - (tie it's gomal)

month, and with Mercury retrograde, this is going
to be a nostalgic time. If you haven't seen old
friends or family for a while, you will want to hear
from them. With Mercury retra in your sign, you
will be ready for @ massive reorganization and

have really had your shoulder to the wheel, nose  improvements. :
to the 9rir1d51ona, efc., over these past months. ___—a SR
A short trip to o familiar getaway would do you  Read Lilly Raddy's 2006 forecasi, which appeared Calle 74-A No 494-A x 57 y 59-A | Merida, Yucatan Mexico 97000

some good. Your aclivity level will increase as  in our January issue ("Word from Above”), af www 5 : 008,
e morith piicseds. Existing ialafiorships ol ‘oMisaribadsaiok oot Mexico Phone: 01 999 923-8163 | US Phone 713-208-2482

|
«*®

Mﬂn‘ﬁ&.wy,* 713,524/3369
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SceneQut OUT IN HOUSTON

1 Ray Hill (r) greeted Carl Han at the May 13 screening of

2 Undercurrent's Keith Curry (1) and Marvin Grenier (r)
celebrated their 6th anniversary together at their Galveston club
on May 27 with bartender Chase Barnes.

3 Mike Howell and Bruns Watts hosted Kentucky Derhy
Party in Galveston on May 5.

4 Brad Thien (/) and Kenn McLaughlin, Stages managing
director, at Searching for Eden: The Gala, the group's spring
fundraiser held at The Corinthian downtown.

5 Bayou City Boys Club donated $42,000 in net proceeds from
this year's Jungle 14 event to HIV/AIDS service providers.
Attending the May 21 check presentation at The Lovett Inn: (in
front, I-r) BCBC's Alain Hambert; Fiona Dawson, Bering
Dmega Community Services; Naomi Madrid, People With AIDS
Coalition of Houston; Julie Eberly, AIDS Foundation Houston;
Willy Silvester and Glenda Hopkins, Brentwood Com-
munity Foundation; Katy Caldwell, Legacy Community Health
Services; Brendan Mikeska, Mantrose Counseling Center;
(second row, I-r) Roger Woest, Bering Omega; Rodney
Waters, AIDS Foundation; and BCBC's Mike Collins, Parker
Langley, and Aaron Masterson.

6 Former president Bill Clinton (second from right) dined
at Hugo's on May 20. Pictured with President Clinton are (I-r)
Hugo's general manager Isidro Neri, owner Tracy Vaught,
and executive chef Hugo Ortega.

7 Stratford High School won Best Ensemble/ Chorus for their
production of 42nd Street at Theatre Under The Stars's fourth
annual Tommy Tune Awards, held May 1 at the Hobby Center for
the Performing Arts.

8 Miguel Almazan (|}, Christopher Ankney (c), and
Mario Gomez represented Houston in the April 29 Hill Country
Ride for AIDS. The ride raised $486,905.01 for nonprofit AIDS
service organizations located in central Texas.

9 left Shell (1), Juan Deleon, Ally Shell, Meisha Krylov,
Irena Shyshkina, Christine Tabrizi, and Yuan Yuan
Zhang attended the Neal Hamil Agency's Summer Like It's
Haute clothing-raiser on May 17. At the event held at Gravitas,
the agency collected hundreds of garments from guests for the
Houston Area Women's Center

10 Players in the June 2-3 Houston Billiards Open included

Greg Killips (), Wen Ju, Leo Bonzalez, and Corey Collins.
Proceeds from the Independent Billiard League of Houston event
at Slick Willie's benefited Thomas Street Health Center.
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Han's documentaries Secrets of Love and Amazing Life at Meteor.

M|
DO MORE.

Connect in under a second with Nextel Walkie-Talkie phones and get more things done instantly.

BlackBerry T100i"
Powered by Nextel

=] $199.99

Reg. 5349.99 each

> Personal organizer
> Built-in speakerphone
> Bluetooth® enabled

messaging

NEXTEL PREFERRED RETAILER

Pre

> Built-in Nextel Walkie-Talkie
> Multimedia Messaging Service by OutSmart Readers—2 years in a row!
> GPS Turn-by-Turn navigation
> Wireless e-mail and instant

(Cc- o »‘D

mler ~entint and g frencly
on S§ cedne st Protes an.\nt’l
ayperies . A8 a4y hysiness
£8IVICE Tl ﬂ,pmw -,ul.-.r'u.J.-mr_'b-\

FASTER.

5MB DATA PLAN

539.99 /mo.

» Includes 5MB email and web access.

Onevear subscriber agreament required

PREMIER WIRELESS
Voted Best Wireless Phone Provider

wChamber

the greater houston gttt chamber of commerce

NEXTEL

from Sprint

Lea Bogle
1l Premigr Wineless

At WE e e owES L'Ini.'P
et Ly have 3 10 ,
yranted tha ave 1

=1 P
axte) phones!

| i

sl
o il « 7 Call oday

FREE DELIVERY!
Call 281-575-8500

“Rates enclude taxes and Sprint Fees (including USE charge of up o 2 27% that varies quarterly, cost recovery fees up to $2.83 per line, & state flocal fees that vary by area). Sprint Fees are not taxes or
government-required charges,

Give US

12220 Murphy RD = Stafford, TX 77477
281-575-8500 » Se Habla Espaiiol

P
on driving

roc Us
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