A year after the marriage amendment debacle in Texas,
we report on the struggle across the nation

GoING COHEN A profile of Lege challenger Ellen Cohen: “I support, 100 percent, GLBT rights.”
GAv GRoUND ZERD National leaders hit Houston this month
AI.SI] |NSIEE GoGirlsMusic.com turns 10 * Garden Guy no-gay-yards controversy

Houston’s GLBT magazine ¢ wwwuutsmartmagazme com
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REDEFINING URBAN LIVING.
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713.868.7226
URBANLIVING.COM
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Gorgeous 2 bed, 2 bath loft in the
Panama Building in Historic Downrown
Galveston has granite counters,
gleaming hardwoods and high-end
appliances, $299.000 Call Lyssa
Graham Reynolds at 409-939-1251

Lyssa Graham Reynolds
409-939-1251

Beautiful 3 bed, 2.5 bath Montrose TH
has large double paned windows and
stunning gourmet kitchen. $294,500
Call Bruce Chambers at 713-822-1577.

Bruce Chambers
713-822-1577

KAREN DEWE & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDOF FLYERS @ HARENDERR.COM

Gorgeous Museum District duplex perfect
for investors! Renovated with laminate
floors, crown molding, new fixtures, granite
counters and so much more!!! $389,900
Call Tim Anthony at 832-722-6901.

Charming 2 bed, 1 bath Heights bunga-
low on corner lot has updated kitchen,
updated bath with whirlpool tub and

at 832-722-6%01.

Wonderful Midtown fourplex has been
renovated with gleaming hardwoods,
new appliances, new fixtures and
oversized rooms. A great investment
opportunity! $410.00 Call Tim Anthony
at 832-722-5901.

4 Tim Anthony
\ ﬁ 832-722-6901
i

KAREN DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—V|EW FDF FLYERS ® KARENDERR.COM \,’
N . 5

hardwoods. $198,700 Call Tim Anthony.

Beauriful 3 story, 2 bed, 2 bath Heights
TH with lush courtyard, hardwoods,
vaulted ceilings, custom paint and
open spaces. $193,500 Call Ashton
Martini at 832-878-7686.

Stunning 3 bed, 3.5 bath Rice Military corner TH
is energy star rated with floor to ceiling win-
dows and too many upgrades to list. $331,%00
Call Ashton Martini ac 832-878-7686.

Another fine project from Hardford Homes: 30
luxury condos in Galveston mid-rise. Stunning
Gulf views from huge private balconies.
Each home to have hardwood floors, granite
counters, stainless appliances and much mare.
Call to reserve yours today. Ashton Martinj at
832-878-7686.

Ashton Martini
832-878-7686

KAREN DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDOF FLYERS @ KamEnNDERR.COM

2+ Bed / 2 Bath in Rice Military.
Impeccable design and decor in Gated
Community! Lusxury finishes with
appliance package including refrigerator,
wine cooler and 42" Plasma. Private
yard with Hot Tub. $249,900 Call
Glen Fillmore at 713-B75-9482L

Glen Fillmore
713-875-9482

Exquisite 3 bed, 2.5 bath Oak Forest
home custom built in 2001 has spacious
master suite, lush landscaping, granite
counters and more. $348,900 Call Bob
Beszborn at 281-650-2726.

Bob Beszborn
281-650-2726

KAREN DERR

& ASSOCIATES REALTY

Haren DoRE & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS ¥ KARENDERR.COM

It doesn’t matter
who you’re sleeping with
when Snoring

keeps you up
all night.

Does snoring or irregular breathing disrupt your sleep?
If so, you may suffer from sleep apnea.

In addition to interrupted sleep and daytime fatigue, sleep apnea can
lead to major health problems like heart disease, high blood pressure,
memory problems and stroke. We now offer the Pillar® Procedure, a safe
and effective treatment option for sleep apnea and snoring.

« Brief, office-based procedure
* Minimal discomfort
* Single treatment

Call for an appointment today!

L]

Pasha

Sifius & Allergy Center
Snoring & Sleep Center

...................................................

Raza Pasha, mp

Board Certified: American Board of Otolaryngology

281.920.5558

www.breathefreely.com

West Houston Doctors’ Clinie » 12121 Richmond Ave. Suite 304 » Houston, Texas 77082-2437

2
QL%@ How can I stop snoring?

j&a The first objective at the centeristo
AN e identify the source of your snoring

and airway obstruction. Once
the eause of your sleep disturbance has
been assessed, Dr. Pasha may recommend
nonsurgical or surgical methods to address
your breathing difficulties including
the latest in-office techniques such as
the Pillar* Procedure or other surgical
procedures that specifically address the

souree of your snoring.

"{%; What is Obstructive
Sleep Apnea Syndrome
(OSAS)?

."%\e OSAS is a breathing disorder char-
L Me acterized by brief interruplions of

breathing during sleep when air-
flow is blocked from the upper airway. Dur-
ing this bhlockage, one becomes deprived
of oxygen from seconds to minutes which
interrupts sleep. OSAS may lead to minor
problems soch as snoring and daytime
sleepiness to life-threatening conditions

such as heart and lung disease

AY
Q) ¢ What is the Pillar® Proce-
dure?

A The Pillar® Procedure is the only
A % e implantable FDA approved office
procedure to treat primarily snor-

ing disorders and select cases of Sleep Ap-
nea, The most common source of snoring is
from the fluttering of the soft palate (the
soft. part of the top of the mouth) and the
uvula (the “bell” at the back of the throat)
This technique lessens snoring by stiffen-
ing the soft palate thereby reducing the

vibration of the soft palate.

Cail 281.920.5558 for an
appointmnt or schadule an
appointmant onfing at
V== www.hreatheireely.com
) nel by selecting the “Schedule
30" Appointmant” bution

This information-is for educationa! purpose only and
15 not intended to create a physician-patient relation-
ship to the reader. The information does not eon
stitute medreal advice or o gugrantee of treatment,
oufooms, or cure
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more by by Troy Carrington, Eric AT, Dieckman, Nancy Ford, Suzie Lynde, Jack Varsi
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FOUNDATION |
HOUSTON

\X(L‘ ]Iil\'l.‘ a ncew [l}é_’ll L“'lll a new il['l{.] i”‘l[.“r”\-'cd it'L'[ltir}_. \X’L ]l'd.‘r'l;' 4 new iLnL]
resourceful website, too. Visit often — it’s a dynamic site with greac flexibility
and it's easy to navigate. AIDS Foundation Houston, Inc. (AFH) has steadily
evolved over the last 25 years from a grass-roots community agency to a
professionally managed human services organization. The agency currently
administers 43 separate programs funded by 26 federal and state grants that
continue to assist and comfore Houstonians infected with and affected by HIV.

Think of AFH as a work in progress.
As the face of HIV/AIDS changes, so do we.

www, AIDShelp.org. It's YOU friendly.

: Aboul the cover:
92 OutSmart Advertisers A year after the passage of the antigay
marriage amendment to the state con-

mn spﬂcial .«I'll.ul i|;|1. Lambda |.-'_'_::al|'-' David ]-'-IJ.'.'I-U |
4901 R Durt Election Special The Political :"‘l"l“-"“ [‘"[""1'4'1“" ”'”:"k”“'.“'”"“_"'-"'_:"',\, 3202 Weslayan Houston, Texas 77027
OSE€ at Durham Caucus endorsements and other At P e B l l
- ot L late-breaking campaign news, Design: Blase DiStefano 713.623.6796 713.623.4029 Fax i i DS ‘le
713.869.5558 e
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biow Ung iy reon Ownership Begins At $164,000

Toking Reservafions
Welcome to Masaic, your home of towering style overlooking treefilled
Hermann Park. This is location to live for. The city center: a mile and a half
owoy. Texos Medical Center and Rice Universily: less than a mile, The
Museum District: a stone's throw. The park: it's your yard. Mosaic is the best
of a vibrant city, from park to work to chic to shop . . . with breathtaking
views and exquisitely individual interiors. Find out what you've been wailing

for. Houston's dazzling facefs are all here.

¥ Sales Center 5925 Almeda Rood Houston, TX 77004
www.MosaicHouston.com | 866.678.5163
@ 1hod¢wlnpn|muheﬂghlnuhu’dudgn. vary leatres position or subsiivie moteriols of

comparolile value os deamed advisable or necessary by the bulder or architect, Conuin omeniliss
e o proposed and mey aol be completed, and completion is neither wiarranied or guaranised.
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NOW PUBLISHING IN OUR 13™ YEAR!

Publisher Greg Jeu
Associate Publisher [ames T. Hurst

Editor Tim Brockover

Creative Director/Entertainment Editor
Blase DiStefano

Senior Editor MNancy Ford

Graphic Artist [=resa Anderson

Contributing Writers Rich Arenschigldt. Wayne

Besen: David Buckel, Dale Carmente

General Manager [om Fricks

Account Executives |ick Berger, Thomas Chelena

Web Content Manager Ann VWalton Siet

National Advertising Representative

Subscriptions: $23/17 Issues, 340024 lssus
E-mail address: lettersf@outsmiartrmag

Website address: ww

W OLUTEmE i

navt |5 published monthly, Estimated readership

Houston and surrounding areas is 60,000 UpROut

ANUSCNPT retume

B A FOUNDING MEMBER ©F

GREATER HOUSTON
| H GAY & LESEIAM

VERIFIED

AUDIT CIRCULATION
wiww . verifieclaudit.com

(uty Sty

Set the table.

SKIR mouth blown glass ‘

2499 /20p.

e —

DATA stainless steel flatware set
(<d' !

$499I6pc set
SPALT napkin ring/placecard holder

9 /20pk

MALL pillar candles

IKEA 365+ porcelain dinnerware

$499 /18pc set

599 /ea

—— g T ——

SKRUD 10" candlestick holder

PAGOI?/frosted gloss\carafe

5699 |

L ===
DELIKAT sclJud serving set

IKEA Restaurant 10pc. meatball plate
At the IKEA Restaurant you $399
can afford to feed the whole
family and still have money |
left over to do a little shopping! N

7810 Katy Freeway, Houston, TX
Telephone (713) 688-7867
Store Hours: 10 am - 9 pm Everyday

Closed Thanksgiving Day
You don’t have to be rich. Just smart.

B Inter [KEA Systarms B.Y. 20064, Some cssembly moy be required.  Quanhities ore limited.

®

=




Flu shots now available. Walk-ins welcome.
Cost is only $20.00

Where do you turn when
you know you need help
but can't afford it?

The people at Legacy Community Health
Services are dedicated to improving vour
lifte by providing a full range of services that
meet vour needs. At Legacy they really care

about vou as an individual, and that makes

all the difference in the world!

Cali 713.830.3000 and make your appointment today!

Primary HIV Healthcare
Comprehensive HIV Healthcare is available to
individuals at low or no cost.

Legacy _

Services included:

- Walgreen's On-site Pharmacy

« Medication Assistance

- Body Positive Wellness Center

- Eye Care Services

- Case Management/Referral Servies

b"”

Community Health Services

Houston, Texas 77006
wiww. LegacyCommunityHealth.org

We accept Medicaid, Medicare
and many private insurance plans. 215 Westheimer

713-830-3000

Extraordinary Healthcare for Extraordinary People.

Your Choice for Professional Service

Insurance and Financial Services

(713) 960-5081 Ext 6127

Johan A. Everstijn, Financial Services Associate
The Prudential Insurance Company of America
CA Insurance License # 0F31279
www.prudential.com/us/johan.everstijn

Prudential @ Financial

©2006. The Prudential Insurance Company of America, Newark, NJ and its affiliates.
IFS-A113553 Ed. 07/2006
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Letters

OK FROM THE UK
Z’wurj

B&B

CDRRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIDNS

Jur G yest & Greatest

LOVE LETTERS? HATE MAIL?
Send to Letrers, 3406 Audubon Place,
Houston, TX 770086,
or e-moif to letters@outsmartmagazine com,

ust hag |_ ened upon your site

on the _.Jlf,’

BAYOU CITY
GIFT IDEAS.

Season fickets, single fickels —_
and (Ds make greof gifts

during the holiday season.
Call 713-521-7464 for
. more information.  ‘yg

\Y MEN’S CHORUS OF HOUSTON
& BAYOU CITY WOMEN'S CHORUS

JAMES KNAPP, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

THE 2006-2007 SEASON
HOMEWARD BOUND
GMCH Concert Series
HOME ror THE HOUSE OF THERE'S NO

PLACE LIKE

HOME

The songs of Judy Garlond
JUNE 16, 2007 = 7:30PM
Jones Hall

ritoby

Exploring global spirituality through music
MARCH 13, 2007 = 7:30PM
Jones Hall

HOLIDAYS

Parenniol holiday fovorite
DECEMBER 19, 2006 * 7:30PM
Jones Hall

BCWC Concert Series
COMING THE HEART OF

HOME HOME

A musical journey fraugh the holidoys Quintessential female songuifers
DECEMBER 2 & 5, 2006 » 7:30PM MAY 19 & 22, 2007 = 7:30PM
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church Bering Memorial United Methodist Church

ASK US WHY WE SING...

You can do more than just enjoy our shaws, you can BE our shows. You don't need to read music,
you just have o enjoy singing with an incredible and indlusive group of people. Our omazing |
arfistic staff will toke care of the rest. Call our office ot 713-521-7464 or check our website ot
www.BayouCity PerformingArts.org for more information. We con't wail o see you.

Cnme Home with Buynu City Performing Arh.

2006-2007 SEASON: HOMEWARD BOUND COR[‘ORATI: SPONSORS

CHASE 9 (ETy WTﬁham J("l{_‘h h
KH.I.E‘I"I’ e FOUNDATION CUIT A Council
DISTRICT Bos el

@ As.sgcalietes Tl

Insurance
Associates g@
SARTS e rlliylidtd Forosnetiotiion i

Season subscriptions and tickets now available at the BCPA office. Call 713-521-7464 or visit us online
¥ at www.BayouCityPerformingArts.org for more ticket and membership information.

1R
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Outfront

Is Houston
the center

| o LGBT
' fpolltlcs-

DB

o)

: y Join hundreds of LGBT
Special Day Pass rate available [T e

for OutSmart readers! officials and commu-
nity leaders as we

Visit http://www.victoryinstitute.org/outsmart to register at the

‘ W, : e e . i I discounted rate of only $75 for your one day pass to the conference. gather for the annual
- s N oE I z ' International Gay &
BLAZE WIHS\ AGAIN. Most plaers on amatear illfh teams cansider lhenulk-‘h:llllllll to win a few games, benefit from B ._ sise, | Not an elected official yet? Want to learn how to become one? faakias: L aadanatt
aughs with teammates. Winning, for same, is icing on the cake. But for the Houston Blaze, a team with the Houston We hen's:. Attend the Leadership Institute’s reknowned Candidate & Campaign ° P
: ng the - Not only did the Un;'ﬂ; mﬂh hlim:‘:hesmw Gay '«;ﬂelﬂ‘ mlclﬂ"‘ﬂ peWorld ™. 88 | Training in Houston from Nov. 15-18. For more information, contact Conference this month,
n in 2005, but they also won ] again in August in erdale. Houston players - 202.842. S : = R i
Mechell Brown, Kathy Stephenson, Kelly Carman; [ulljlliln row, from left) Leslie Butcher, eoach Erin Henry, Sham- | Tressa Feher at 202.842.7312 or visit http://www.victoryinstitute.org. November 16 to 19,
ber Stapley, Nicki B w) coach Stephanie Miller, Tracy Bucholz, and m Players not pictured: Laura Sanchez, lens 2
o e [Mﬂ' l - T . For the full schedule and conference details visit our website: at the JW Marriott
Photographed by Mark Hlahal't - = R ] http://www.victoryinstitute.org/conference Hotel.
12 WOVEMBER 2006 OutSmart NN ™ % oy I YRR ik ’ Paid for and authorized by the Gay & Leshian Leadership Institute. Contributions or gifts are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.
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PLAYING WITH

DOLLY. “Wow wow

wow. fellas/Look at the

old girl now, fellas. Jerry

Herman, the gay Broad-

way composer, created

the ultimate diva role

with Hells, Dolly! [see

Pearl Bailey, Barhra

Streisand, and, for

heaven's sake, Garol

Channing). In the A
Masquerade Theatre :
production, opening No- 4 i
vember 15 at The Hobby .. =& \ r '
Center, company member ] : '
Stephanie Bradow (pho-
tographed in the Hobby)
tackies the classic role of
effervescent matchmaker
Dolly Levi, a part cov-
eted hy musical-theater
actresses and beloved by
old-school drag queens
everywhere. Phillip
Duggins, the Masquerade
founding artistic director,
directs this new produc-
tion [running through
November 26), part of

the company's 10th
anniversary season.
Tickets: www.masquerade
theatre.com.

Jack Valerie Matt  Austi [
n Tigh K i
NOSEWORTHY GEFFNER NEWTON LYSY SWA SEON AEETI = ':“slft?ﬂs?

POSIER. BOY

"NOT TO _
. BE MISSED

' _ David Lamble, BAY

Can he keep "\

Photographed
by John Conroy

3
<

R e
)
BEXUAL CONTENTFRUIDTY

The Secret’s Out November 14

, Program content © 2006 Shallow En Pictures, LLG. © 2006 Liberation Entertainmont nc. AN Rights Reserved. 1950 Westwood Bid., Penihouse, Los Angetes, CA 8075,
th‘E'}-’ Distribute by Genfes Entortainment, o reaistored trademark. of Genius Produets, LLC, 2061 Sanin Monica Baukevard D-727, Santa Mosica, CA 50404, > IBERATION I LT
14 NOVEMBER 9006 O Films Rurilable #t participating BLOCKBUSTER stores. Blockbustar name, design and related mirks are tradomarks of Blockbuster Inc. © 2006 Blockbuster inc, All ights reserved, = aamrrrer e st entertainment’

frm—
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WINNERS. A few months ago,
we introduced readers to
competitors bound for the
Gay Games VI Sports and
Cultural Festival in Chicago
and the 1st World Outgames
in Montreal [“They Bot Bame,”
July OutSmart). Keith Wright,
president of Team Houston,
the group that coordinated

the local presence at the two
events, reports that 65 individ-
uals from the Houston-Galves-
ton area participated in the
Gay Games and returned with

_NU'\"E-‘.'IBE.;\?-;'Q'.JIU OutSmart

A

36 medals. Twelve Houstonians
traveled to the Outgames and
brought home 24 medals. This
latter group included Keith Pe-
ters [pictured), who competed
in roller-racing events and
captured two silver medals.
Peters can add that pair to the
bronze medal he won at the
1994 Gay Bames. Even with
events over, Team HouSton
meets monthly at the Houston
GLET Community Center and
promotes sporis activities, in-
cluding plans for the April 1-8
First North America Outgames
in Calgary.

Photographed
by John Conroy

Welcome to a world where no dream is too elaborate - welcome to DirectBuv.

Price and savings mu-grup n} 1oppIng

don't have

ult and to

valk through is ours

ullding and

Call 1-800-218-0726 or visit www.directbuy.com today

to learn how you can furnish your world just the way you like it - without emptying your bank account.

Buy

The #1 way to buy direct for your home

Ho dealers please
Daily Open Houses by appointment only

O —e— Y T




News Briefs

DATEBOOK

Pride Houston hosts town hall meetings on Nov. 2,
7 p.m., and Nov. 4, 1 p.m,, at Resurrection Metropaolitan
Community Church to discuss possible changes in the an-
nual Pride celebration. Details: www.pridehouston.org.

On Nov. 3, Gay Lesbian & Straight Education
Network brings its Teacher/Educator Training Work-
shops, B a.m.=5 p.m,, to Resurrection Metropolitan Com-
munity Church, offered through a partnership between
the network and the national MCC denomination. $50.
Register: www.moochurch.org/glsen-mectraining,

Don't forget 1o vole on Election Day, November 7. Be-
fore casting your ballot, review the Houston GLBT Political
Caucus PAC endorsements: www.outsmartmagazing.com,
www.halbipe.org,

Houston Gay and Lesbian Parents hosts iis
annual potluck funch on Nov, 11, noon-5 p.m., at Burroughs
Park in Tomball. Details: hglp@hglp.org.

Futures Conference Working Group, which
follows up guarterly on the 2005 Conference on Houston's
LGBTI Future, meels on Nov, 11, 1-4 pm, at the Houston
GLBT Community Center, Details: 713/524-3818, www.
houstonglbtcommunitycenter.org,

Photographer David Lewis and designer Robert Tomlin of
Vilven Design Group debut their Caliente 2007 calen-
dar at a Nov. 18, 7 p.m., reception at Brun Street Gallery.
Proceeds from calendar sales ($16 each) benefit Camp
Hope. Details: 713/240-5508, davidlewisimages@aol.com.

On Nov. 18, Art League Houston honaors Clint
Willour, Galveston Arts Center curator, as Texas patron of
the year at the Off the Wall Ball, co-chaired by Blakely
Bering of Bering & James gallery, at the Hotel ZaZa. $150.
Tickets: 713/523-3530, www artleaguehouston.org.

Activist Lilly Roddy spoke at the Transgender
Day of Remembrance event last year at Holo-
caust Museum Houstaon.

Houston Transgender Unity Committee
presents the local ohservance of Transgender Day of
Remembrance, the International commemoration of
individuals Killed due to anti-trans hated and prejudice, on
Nov. 20, 6:30 p.m., at Holocaust Museum Houston. On Nov.
19, trans activist and self-defense instructor Lilly Roddy
teaches a class on street safety. Details: www htuc.org.

Legacy Community Health Services offers
ftu shots on a walk-in basis, 9 a.m.=7 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.,
9 am-5 p.m. Fri. $20. Details: 713/830-3000, www.
|legacycommunityhealth.org.

More: www.outsmartmagazine.com
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WORLD AIDS DAY PREVIEW:

25 YEARS ON

| w.h' Asd

("L" NG AR i§

Head on: The Patrick Palmer painting After Katrina is one of the
works on auction at Art for Life, the Mukuru Art for AIDS benefit

on December 1.

n December 1, way back in

1988, the first World AIDS Day

was observed. Seven years had
already passed since the first AIDS cases
were documented, three years since Rock
Hudson had been gone, and just one year
since the first form of the controversial
anti-retroviral treatment AZT had been
introduced in the United States.

It wasn’t until 1991, after half of the
500,000 people infected with HIV in the
West had died, that artists established
the red ribbon as a symbol of hope and
support against the epidemic that had
been dubbed by some as God’s judgment
on homosexuality.

Twenty-five years later, according
to the American Foundation for AIDS
Research:

* an estimated 40 million people are liv
ing with HIV throughout the world

* more than 25 million people have died
from AIDS worldwide, including more
than 500,000 Americans

* 40,000 new HIV infections oceur each
year—moaore than half in people under 25
vears old

* and, contrary to that errant notion
about God's judgment, 75 percent of new
infections in women are heterosexually
transmitted.

Lots of numbers, lots of cold statistics.

Pie charts and line graphs aside, 25

years later, AIDS continues to strip not
only our gay and lesbian community, but
communities of every race, region, and
religion of their most value resource:
humanity. —

“The outpouring of Cohen support by area voters
signals a desire for leadership change in this district.
Cohen is superbly qualilfied.”

Housten Chronicle Endorsement
Sunday, October 8, 2006
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Registering now for January classes

ass Every Sunday

am beginning in November
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Day, E\mnﬁﬁ and Weekend Classes
avallabhin Engltah or Spanish

ples Discount and 40% off
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Offering r hr massage for $35
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With the international theme “Stop
AIDS, Keep the Promise,” World AIDS Day
2006 will be recognized in Houston with
a sizable list of ohservances offering an
opportunity for people to rail against that
loss of humanity, uniting under the ubig-
uitous red ribbon in the continuing fight
against HIV and AIDS.

On November 29, St. Hope Foundation
presents a World AIDS Day Encourage-
ment Hour Luncheon at noon at the St.
Hope Clinie (RSVP: 713/839-7T111). The
foundation recently received a five-year
HIV prevention and testing grant from
Centers for Disease Control, targeting
young men of color who have sex with men
W. Jeffrey Campbell directs the new pro-
gram. Details: www.offeringhope. org.

Rather than host a single World AIDS Day
event, the Houston GLBT Community
Center presents the Tree of Remembrance
for an entire month. The center encourages
individuals to bring ornaments ecommemo-
rating friends and loved ones to adorn the
tree in the center lobby beginning Novem
ber 30 and throughout December. Details:
713/524-3818, www.houstonglbtcommunity

center.org,

Memorial Quilt. Several of these panels

were made by AIDS care teams created by
loeal churches and synagogues in the early
days of the AIDS crisis. The panels may be
viewed December 1, 3-8 p.m., and Decem-
ber 3, 9 a.m.—3 p.m. Details: 713/668-8830,

www.covenanthouston.org,

Taking up far less acreage than the physi-
cal NAMES Project quilt, but nonetheless
packing an emotional wallop, the Virtual
AIDS Quilt, presented by the here! TV
network, ;Jd\'wl]'i"lult to the many lives
that have been lost to AIDS. allowing
friends and family members to remember
those lost.

Visitors to the AIDS quilt site i found at
www.heretv.com, www.24Tgay.com, www,
_'_!ll\'\\'ll'l.‘d.t.'il[)'l, and www, lesbianation.com)
can scroll through photos and watch as the
l'.|'LLI|". grows with 1mi 1EZEE and stories from
the global online community. The site, set
to launch December 1, provides users with
the chance to dedicate a personalized quilt

and share memauories

GALLO, the Gay and Lesbian Latin
Organization, presents World AIDS Day:

A Bilingual Service, led by Rev. Walter L
MeFadden, Rev. Ralph Lasher, and Ricardo
Deleon, on December 1, 7 p.m The memo-

rial service at Bethel Evangelical Lutheran

Church (UCC), includes an anainting of the

sick and music |'|_'\. the Noche de Oracion

IN HOUSTON FOR THE
FIRST TIME EVER!

SPONSORED Y

e
Washington Mutual

December 7- Hobby Center

L3 ey Choir. Details: Houstongallo@yahoo.com,

il 713/710-0045 OouTeTuUTS Thursday December 21 Mingle with the cast and listen to
some fabulous cabaret music after the performance! Join your GLBT friends at

Artista for complimentary hors d’oeuvres and drinks ot Happy Hour prices.

e a3 o On December 1, 10 a.m.—2 p.m., The o i,
¥ oo . e .';m: Center for AIDS hosts a Dav of Remem- TO PURCHASE TICKETS: (service charges will apply) m
¥ n,.,..... : : :
N m brance and open house at which individu Call: Broadway Across America at 713-629-3700 or
als can sign, write messages, and paste Theatre Under The Stars at 713-558-TUTS

Online: www.broadwayacrossamerica.com or www.tuts.com

GROUPS OF 20 OR MORE SAVE!
Call: Broadway Across America at 713-693-2692 or TUTS at 713-558-8888
Email: houstongroups@|ivenation.com or groupsales@tuts.com

photes in the Book of Remembrance as

a tribute to a loved one, friend. or fam-
i].‘- member. The book will then be |||.’_’.:-_'||
alongside the remembrance candle at the
3 Center for AIDS, Details: 713/527-8219, S,
v . el 1 Y . Continental b ’ - 3
W W.CCATOTRA R80T E! Airiincs B xS S/@'"“""-“'-‘"']"' Jars S STANFORL) HOUSTON; SCHRONICLE

Fundacion Latino Americana Contra
El Sida offers its fourth annual education
and HIV testing event at the Mexican

Fabric of life: Panels from The NAMES Proj-
ect AIDS Memorial Quilt, including these
Houston panels, will be displayed at Cov-
enant Church on December 1 and 3.

I Larry French Enterprises

Complete Plumbing Services

Residential * Commercial * Remodel * Repair * New Construction
I Softeners * Water Purification * Reverse Osmosis * Carbon Filters

Thanks for voting us #1 in the OutSmart Readers’ Poll!
YourWatngeaterEpecrahs! m NU'RlTZ

Featuring On-Demand
Noritz Tankless

| 713.956.7733

LF@LarryFrench.net

Still hiding behind a mask?

Know thy Self and imagine the possibilities...
learn to communicate authentically and unleash
your creativity!

Consulate on December 1, 10 a.m.—-noon.
The organization, which serves the Span-
Ome of the most encompassing events on ish-speaking community, also hosts a
Waorld AIDS Day is the Interfaith Remem-
brance Service, sponsored by 18 faith T13/772-2366.

communities and organizations. Set for

candlelight vigil during the event. Details:
Improve your emotional health & relationships
Overcome depression, anxiety, fears, anger, crisis,
conflicts and trauma

Harris County Hospital District Thomas
Street Health Center presents its tra
ditional World AIDS Memorial Service and

Tree of Remembrance. This annual pro-

December 1, 6 p.m., at Covenant Church,
the service includes clergy from several

Roman Alvarez, EdD
LMFT, LPC, ACS, DAPA

traditions, community leaders, represen-
tatives of HIV/AIDS service groups, and
elected officials, gram on December 1, 11 a.m.—3 p.m.,
www.c3institute.us | 832.865.7381
2990 Richmond Ave., Suite 430 | Houston, Tx 77098

As part of the observance, Covenant gathers the community, patients, and hos

will also display panels from the AIDS pital distriet staff to remember loved
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pick-ups on average of 10

minutes or less. They feature
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entering and exiting the cab.
Whether it is a ride to the

airport or a night on the town,
United Cab is the affordable,
convenient choice.

Cocaine, Herxro

The University of Texas-
Research Clinic may be

. NO COST treat
e Highly trained, professiona
s Give us a call today for more

d13-500-Z2802

Information!
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Milestones

Recisterep James Knapp (r). artistic direc-
tor of Bavou City Performing Arts, and his
spouse, Jess Field, registered as domestic
partners in the Travis County county clerk’s

office on September 16

Dieo Christopher ). Gregory,
21, a student at University of
Houston-Clear Lake and
member of Unity, the campus
GLBT organization, died on
July 17. A Houston native

Lrrepory was a 2005 gradu-

ate of Clear Brook High School

Dieo Pepper Sue Tharp, 9,
who was an active member of
['au Chi, the Houston chapter
of Tri-Ess, the Society for the
Second Selfl cross dressers
support group, died on July
28. Tharp wrote about her
early adventures as a cross 1
dresser in 1960s Austin for the Femme Fo-

runt, the Tri-Ess newsletter

Diep Christopher Claude
Baudier, founder and
|Il't'>!t'tl'|:l of the COTIMUnILY
fundraising arganizations
Pegasus Productions and
Third Coast Family of Title-
holders, died on August 28
Baudier, 43, was Daddy of Montrose 2000

and Texas Leatherman 2004.

ON THE WEB: Read more about these commu-

nity individuals at www.outsmartmagazine.

SEND YOUR NEWS
Send information regarding commitment cer-
emanies/marriages, hirths, deaths, or other
events regarding people in the community to
editor @ outsmartmagazine.com.

News Briefs [Reimspspmnes

ones, Guests may bring ornaments to place
on the tree in ]uHIcH'\|1-i|:'Ls}||r- lost to AIDS.
An open house and information fair fol

lows. Details: 713/873-40010.

At 1tz annual World ALDS Day luncheon,
AIDS Foundation Houston honors Jackson
licks, founder of the catering firm Jackson
and Company, for his extensive contribu-
tions to AIDS services and HIV prevention
education. Dr. Mark Kline receives the
2006 Shelby Hodge Vision Award at the
event held at The Corinthian on December
1, 11:30 a.m. Details: 713/623-6796,

www.AIDShelp.org

The AIDS Foundation Houston arts series
Mukuru Arts for AIDS presents Art for
Life, a benefit exhibition and art auction,
at Gremillion & Company Fine Art, on
December 1, 6:30 p.m. Details: www

mukuru.org.

Montrose Counseling Center ohzerves
World AIDS Day with opportunities for
remembrance and artistic eXpression The
center invites individuals to contribute to
the Paper Chain of Remembrance, which
will be displaved at the center with a chain
created in 2005. Clients are also invited to

8

i!-'l]l CT te a new red-ribbon art plece com
>

prised of 25 individual ribbons signifving
the 25th anniversary of HIV

The center then offers its second an
nual Evening Candlelight Observance on

December 1, 6 p.m. Details: 713/529-0037,

www.montrosecounseli ngcenter.org.

Dominic Walsh Dance Theatre and Hope
Stone Dance once again present The 11
lumination Project, an eveming of contem
porary dance at The Hobby Center, on
December 1, 8 p.m. Proceeds benefit Baylor
International Pediatric AIDS Initiative and

Bering Omega Community Services.

In Galveston, AIDS Coalition of Coastal
Texas hosts a 9 a.m.~1 p.m. open house
and a luncheon on November 30. Dr. David
P. Paar, director of the University of Texas
Medical Branch AIDS Care and Clinical
Research Program, is the invited -F|-.';.1i-u.'r'
Also planned is a candle-lighting ceremony
in rememhbrance of those lost Lo AIDS, as
well as dedication of engraved rocks for the
Wall of Remembrance. Details: 409/763-
2437. —Compiled by Nancy Ford

ON THE WEB
| Find information about additional
| World AIDS Day events at
www.outsmartmagazine.com.

AZLDZA

Homes

Inspired Living.™

e “;.;

)

[

xurious? Classic grace or contempaorary chic? Mediterranean or
?'Whatever inspires you ... however you see yourself at home ..
Aziza Homes can suit your style.

Because we draw our inspiration from you.

Bullding premier custom homes,in town homes and impressive
multi-family homes priced from $300,000 to over 53 million.

t Drive « Houston, Texas « 77024
+ aZizahomes.com

ART KELLER, DC.

Work Injuries

Sports Injuries

lmp(m'nwu! h’a{mgiw

713.781.3344

Auto Accidents
.--'I'r'!r/;.*mr.'m'r'

CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC CCENTER

3033

Chimney Rock

at

Richmond, Suite 440




What a World

by Nancy Ford

HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW?

When it comes to its client base, Garden Guy is quite contrary, Mary

hose who have been living under a
decorative faux marble garden rock
for the last few weeks may not have
heard about Michael Lord and Gary Lackey.
Seeking a bid to landscape their §650,000
Houston Heights-area home, the couple of

nine years recently contacted Garden Guy,
Inc., a local landscaper they found on the
Internet.

Moments after setting an appointment in
a phone conversation with Sabrina Farber,
wife to Todd Farber, owner of Garden Guy,
Inc., the gay couple received an e-mail from
Mrs. Farber's seripture-peppered website:

“I am appreciative of vour
time on the phone today and
glad you contacted us. | need
to tell you that we cannot
meet with you because we
choose not to work for homo-
sexuals. Best of luck in find-
ing someone else to fill vour
landscaping needs.”

Within 24 hours, thanks
to the miracle of the modern
technology, that e-mail had
circumnavigated the globe,
landing in the e-inboxes of
thousands (and thousands
and thousands) of activists on both sides of
the equality fence. [t reminds me of a permu-
tation of that old riddle: “What are the three
guickest ways to spread news? Television,
telephone, tell a fag.”

Messages of both support and derision
rolled in from as close as the local activists’
listserv to bloggers as far away, it appears,
as Mars.

Likewise, the Farbers received an on-
slaught of messages as well as postings to
their company website's forum. (My personal
request to interview them has so far been
ienored. | was interested in knowing if there
are others the Farbers choose not to work for
who do not gshare their rigid religious convie-
tions. Say, for instance, Jesus. )

Following published viewpoints in the
Houston Chroniele, local television news
reports, and a flurry of GLBT and conserva
tive punditry, Mr. and Mrs. Farber eventually
responded to the electronic avalanche with
their own e-mail. Specifically notable in their

ok
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response was the following:

“We thought we had the right to respect-
[”l.IH_‘.' refuse service to someone because, last
time I checked, we own this company.”

They're right, of course. This is Ameriea,
and despite the recent assaults on individual
civil liberties like wiretapping citizens' con-
versations, attempting to write discrimina-
tion into the U.S. constitution, and that
whole befuddled habeas corpus thing, Gar
den Guy is totally within its rights to choose
to not work for homosexuals. Is it un-Christ-
like, contradictory, and hypocritieal? Yes. Is
it illegal? Not in Houston.

Garden Guy is totally within its
rights to choose to not work for
homosexuals. Is it un-Christlike,

contradictory, and hypocritical?
Yes. Is it illegal? Not in Houston.

That's right. Aecording to our attorney
friend Jerry Simoneaux, the Farbers are

well within their legal rights—as Housto-

nians. However, Simoneaux points out, if

the Farbers operated Garden Guy in Austin,
Dallag, El Paso, or Fort Worth, they would
have found more trouble than simply an
overflowing e-mail box: Unlike Houston,
those cities have adopted ordinances that
prohibit similar discrimination.

“Although it's not politically correct to
hold a dissenting view in thes

I limes, we
spoke openly with truth,” the Farbers contin-
ued in their e-mail response. “Homosexuals
seream diversity and tolerance, but there is
no allowance on their part for either toler-
ance or diversity toward anyone holding a
different view."

Odd. As far as [ know, no one is question-
ing Garden Guy’s right to hold a “different
view." What's being questioned is their Le-
vitican-driven motivation. The faithful with
whom I have spoken regarding this landscap-

ing kerfuffle say that the Farbers' “different
view no more represents Christianity than
former Florida Republican congressman
Mark Foley represents gay pride. They add
that working for and/or with homosexuals
might not only open the Farbers' hearts
and minds to new blessings like hospitality
and community, but it might also give them
some innovative, creative ideas for landseape
design.

It remains to be seen how this whole ex-
perience will impact Garden Guy's business,
Will it reduce their number of equality-mind-
ed potential customers, gay and straight?
No doubt. Will it increase their
number of like-minded, anti-
l‘l|1!.‘i|’.T_\. customers Im]n]tu to
rid their gardens of offending
greenery like cock's comb, pussy
willows, or anything bearing

even the slightest resemblance

to a Georgia O'Keefe painting?
No doubt

Had Michael and Gary
turned to the business listings
in the back of this magazine
when they began their search
for a landscaper, they would have
found a number of companies

happy to have provided them with outstand-

ing horticultural service. That would also
have implicitly gnaranteed that the couples’
payment would have neither helped finance

some whack-job ex-gay movement nor be do-
nated to a politician set on making sure that
their nine-year relationship is never treated
with the same respect as is the Farbers'

Finally, Garden Guy offered this chal-
lenge in their e-mail: “Regardless of your
religious preference, are you willing to put it
all on the line to protect the rights of family,
morality and truth or will you just stay quiet
when someone or something that vou oppose
gets in your face?”

An excellent question to ask ourselves as
Election Day, November 7, approaches.
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WEB SPECIAL—Read what Michael Lord
and Gary Lackey told OutSmart about
their experience with Garden Guy, Inc.
at www.OutSmartMagazine.com.
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by Wayne Besen

FOLEY FALLOUT

Jackals on the right wasted no time in exploiting the Mark Foley scandal

the Mark

Foley fiasco is the statement that

he biggest misnomer in

his transgressions were caused by
the closet. We hear that his career ended in
tragedy because living in secrecy warps the
mind and leads to gleaze on the sly. This, of
course, 15 often true, as in the case of former
New Jersey governor James McGreevey. But
Foley doesn't fit the --'L'1'i[.l|.

For one thing, it seems every gay man in
West Palm Beach has at least one Mark Foley
story. For someone supposedly on the down
low, Foley attended gay parties and was bra-
zen enough, on one oceasion, to imtroduce his
longtime partner to a news reporter.

[n Congress, if Foley wasn't officially out
to the Republican leadership, it was certainly
a case of Don't Ask, Don’t Tell. The congress-
man had been “outed” repeatedly in the gay
press, and rumors swirled on the Internet. In
the gossip mill known as Capitol Hill, believ-
ing that these whispers did not cireulate to

the top echelons of power just isn't credible.

Mosley Tribes

Roberto Cavalli

Tom Ford

The former congressman is not a vietim
of the closet, but of naked ambition and raw
opportunism. Foley began his career as a

Democrat, but figured his prospects were
better as a Republican and switched parties.
From the beginnming, it was clear he stood
for nothing but the attainment of his own
personal power. This is why he had little

trouble joining a party that was ascending, in

part, by embracing an antigay, so-called fam-
ily values platform. (Of course, by the way
House '.‘\'pi.--.'lkt-r' Dennis Hastert has handled

allegations of Foley's impropriety, it appears
that the GOP party leadership is as insincere
on “family values” as Foley.)

In the same cavalier way he snookered

[!‘ll_- |'i;;|1l.', |'1u|r_\ c'L'II.-\'J..'\[l'I'Il:;_\ 1|':'.|||l]]l'\l the
gay community. He saw no contradiction
i parading around with his long-term
bovfriend in Florida, then returning to
"n‘\':lﬁ!‘.ll':_:_".lln to vote in favor of the Defense
of Marriage Act, which prohibits states from

recognizing same-sex marriages performed

Gucci Armani
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We like to think it's the service.

But the truth is, we're independent.

Oakley

Persol
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when

Highland Village 713.877.8555
Memorial City Mall 713.467.2141

Dolce & Gabbana

Paul Smith

in other states. Foley was willing to give sec-
ond-elass status to relationships; including
his own, to satisly his lust for power.

In a final act of monumental hypocrisy,
Foley was the co-chairman of the House
Caucus on Missing and Exploited Children.
He strutted around, touting commendable
legizlation to protect children, while pro-
claiming, “We track library books better than
we do sex offenders.... If [ was one of these
sickos, I'd be nervous with America’s Most
Wanted on my trail.”

Only nine weeks later, we find that Foley
ritten more pages than Stephen King.

nas

The original online banter was creepy, but not

sexually explicit. The instant messages released
later in the scandal reveal a l']i'l‘Pll_\' cl:ﬂ;n-]-m!
man who was L'|l.'.':l]_\. abusing his :|llr|1ui'|[_'. 1o
try to gain sexual favors from pages.

In an insincere effort to garner sympathy,

Foley claims that his moral failures took

place because he is an alcoholie. But even if

ntinued on page 28

Maui Jim Fendi
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OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

NOT ANYTHING GOES

Gay marriage allies can refute the slippery-slope polygamy link

ot long ago, hundreds of progres-

sive academics and activists issued

a manifesto calling for health care
and jobs for all, universal peace, an end
to hunger, and the equal recognition of all
relations among sentient creatures. Hobert
George, a prominent natural-law professor
at Princeton who opposes gay marriage, took
this rather stale document as fresh proofthat
gay marriage will lead to polygamy,

George understands the radical argu-
ment for gay marriage. It elaims, as he notes,
that “love makes a family” and that making
any legal distinctions among people who love
each other is unjustified. George concludes
that this love-makes-a-family ideology “is
central to any principled argument” for same-
sex marriage

That's wrong. While George understands
the most open-ended argument for gay mar-
riage, it does not appear that he has taken
the time to understand more careful, re

strained, and conservative arguments for gay

The promise of an experience

unlike any other. s

marriage, like those advanced by Jonathan
Rauch, Andrew Sullivan, and others (myself
included). I won't repeat the substance of
these arguments here, but suffice it to say

they do not easily lend themselves to support
for polygamy; they certainly involve more
than simply saying “love makes a family.”

George complains that we have not made
what he calls "principled” arguments regard-
ing the reason that recognition of same-sex
marriages does not entail the recognition of
polygamous ones. Instead, we have made
what he calls “pragmatic” and “prudential”
arguments, emphasizing differences between
same-sex marriage and polygamy in terms of
their respective histories, expected effects on
society and marriage, and predicted benefits
to the people invelved.

When you read modern natural-law writ-
ings about marriage, you find that by “prin-
ciple” something like this is meant: “Marriage
must be between a man and a woman because

only they can procreate; as for sterile male-

female couples, they are included because
they can have sex of a reproductive kind.” Sex
“of a reproductive kind” is sex that involves a
penis and a vagina, even if it can produce no
more babies than could a male and a male or
a female and a female. The conelusion of the
argument is embedded in the “principle” and
then offered as if it is an argument.

In his scholarship, George has asserted
that male-female marriage, and only male-
female marriage, has an “intrinsic value”
that
onstrated.” Its value “must be grasped in

“cannot, strictly speaking, be dem-

noninferential acts of understanding.” This
*noninferential understanding”™ that “cannot
be demonstrated” is unavailable to some
ill‘[!llll'. 'Lll"f_fl]{‘ 'ITlllill‘lll'l Nnat l]l'“l']il\\' rhl'”l"i.‘*lh'.
Another natural-law writer, Professor Ge-
rard V. Bradley, adds, “In the end, one either
understands that spousal genital intercourse
has a special significance as instantiating a
basie, non-instrumental value, or something
blocks that understanding and one does —+

-
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THANK\YOU OUTSMART READERS
FOR VOTING IJS
 BEST TRAVEL 4

he were a heavy drinker, he still had to be

rom page 26

well aware that pages are high school juniors,

making his weak alibi irrelevant.

Make no mistake. Foley’s disgraceful fall
has damaged the gay community, because it
perpetuated the devastating stereotype that
homosexuals are child molesters. To compound
the problem, Foley's attorney claimed Foley
was molested as a boy, while finally acknowl-
edging that the disgraced former lawmaker is
a gay man. By conflating the two issues, Foley
provided fodder for every right-wing organiza-
tion in the nation that claims that gays are the
sinful byproduct of abuse or neglect

The jackals on the right wasted no time
in exploiting the situation

*While pro-homosexual activists like to
claim that pedophilia is a completely distinct
orientation from homosexuality, evidence
shows a disproportionate overlap between the
two,” Tony Perkins of the Family Research
Council pronounced to the media.

Of course, Perkins’ ecomments are disgust-
||1,l_fi_\' mean-spirited and untrue. A 2000 study

y Michael R. Stevenson, Ph.D., past presi-
dent of the Society for the Psychological Study
of Leshian, Gay, and Bisexual Issues (affiliated
with the American Psychological Association),
eoncluded, “A gay man is no more likely than a
straight man to perpetrate sexual activity on
children.” A 1994 study by Dr. Carole Jenny
of the University of Colorado Health Sciences
Center found that less than one percent of
the children in her study (published in the

Journal Pediatries) were abused by a gay man

or leshian. In 1978, Drs. Nicholas Groth and
Jean Birnbaum found that none of the 175
molesters in their study (published in the

journal Archives of Sexual Behavior) had an

exclugively homosexual adult orientation.

Unfortunately, perception is reality. When
Foley-gate 1s out of the headlines, the damage
he wrought will make it difficult for the GLBT
community to turn the page.

Wayne Besen, author of the book Anything But
Straight: Unmasking the Scandals and Lies Be-
hind the Ex-Gay Myth (Harrington Park), writes
a weekly column published at wwiw.waynebesern.
com. He is executive directorof Truth Wins Ou:
organtzation that monitors the activity of ¢

not perceive correctly.”

This amounts to saying: “Same-sex ‘mar-
riage’ is not marriage because only male-fe-
male marriage can be marriage. Trust me.”
The modern natural-law argument against
same-sex marriage at bottom thus appears
to rest on revelation of some precognition
reality to the initiate and only to the initiate.
This seems to me very close to saying that

» just s the union of one man and

one woman and eannot, no matter the argu-
ments, EN" J,il\'li['lt"(_i. .'\L'I'.I'\ I)Ll]f_‘[' l.\.',;l.\'_

But advocates of a logical slide to polygamy
need to show the necessary “principle” uniting
the causes of same-sex marriage and other
unions, such as polygamous ones, Yes, you
can imagine such a principle (“love makes a
family”) and even find support for it in slogans
and in the writings of some academies and
activists who say they favor gay marriage but
also favor many other reforms. The manifesto
that has George so excited actually says very
little about polygamy, but prominently calls
for an end to “militarism,” and repeatedly for
a wide range of government social-welfare
measures. Must gay-marriage advocates who

didn't sign the manifesto produce position

|J.1F.l rs and principles against state-controlled

h care, too? Same-sex marriage
1# N more s.u-'c'n'.-r.-:.r.',".'."_r tied o }u:l:{f_{'(inl_\ than
it is to all of these other proposals.

And when it comes to crafling public
policy, why don’t pragmatic and prudential
considerations count as serious arguments?
If same-sex marrage will benefit the individ-
uals involved, any children they're raising,
and their communities, all without plausibly
harming marriage, does this not matter as
against a claim that a eonclusory principle
stands in the way?

If polygamous/polyamerous marriage

raises a host of differer L |,1.,||_-:-ll_|_|||~ about

harm, practical administration, and about
historical experience, none of which depend
I"l'-\'v."-:-:-.l'l‘llk on how we've resolved the debate
about gay marrage, why must gay-marriage
advocates -'lL'IiI'llli'.'t'l_\' address it?

The way we frame the debate about gay
marriage matters not just for the ultimate
outcome, but for the shape and attributes
of that outcome. Those of us who have been
making a conservative ecase for gay marriage
do so, fundamentally, because we believe in
marriage. We do not want to see it harmed
and we do not think that this reform means
every proposed reform of marriage, including
potentially harmful ones, must be accepted.

Ironically, George and the manifesto-sign-
ers agree that gay marriage means anything
goes. | don't expect that Gearge and other con-
servative opponents of gay marriage will hold

to that position when gay marriage is actually
recognized (indeed, they will strongly resist
the supposed slippery slope to polygamy
then), but the damage they are doing now
by making a tactical alliance with marriage
radicals and arguing that the line cannot be
held will not have been helpful

m the conservative side, Dale Car-
(i frr«{m'wl:.w for OutSmart in 1994,
sed in Houston. Now residing in Min-
ter is a University of Minnesota
Law Sehool professor.

1||',-Irlrl..rl._l._e J."
IfJ"r,l,f."r' il
when hel

.'..".',ll.l,l.nl.",',-., (7 arper

The Jewish Gay and Lesbian
Social Group of Houston

invites you to

Our Third Annual Chanukah Party
Saturday, December 9, 2006 at 7:30 pm

featuring

“Sister Glo Knows”

She will be offering her astrological, tarot, and love card readings

For location and information contact Diana at the JCC:
713.729.3200 ext. 3298 or E-mail: dhoward@jcchouston.org
$20.00 member * $25.00 nonmembers

In the holiday spirit, we're asking for voluntary donations of a toy or small
stuffed animal, new and unwrapped benefiting the Ronald McDonald House

houston ¢ sick children.

* Certified IMAGO Relationship Therapist

* Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

* Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor
* 24 Years Counseling Experience

DENISE O'DOHERTY

3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 910 » HOUSTON, 77098

(713) 524-9525
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InsideOut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

PROPOSITIONED

Overlooked by some voters, crucial bond issues will impact the city’s financial health

hile city government may be
enjoying its best financial health
in years, erucial bond issues

and revenue cap propositions voted upon
on November 7 could either maintain the
patient's robust health or make the patient
sick, depending on vour viewpoint.

At the end of the general election bal-
lot are eight items proposed by the City
Council. Anyone who casts a straight-
party vote must vote on Propositions A-H
individually.

Propositions A-F

The city of Houston is proposing a $625 mil-
lion bond referendum that would authorize
finaneing for street, storm drainage, and
police and fire projects, as well as libraries,
parks, and other capital improvements,
Like most cities, Houston holds a bond
election (essentially a pre-authorization to

borrow money as needed) every five or six

vears to pay for expensive capital improve-
ments, then repays the debt over 20 or more
yvears. The bond issues would not require
a tax increase.

Proposition G

Propesition G would amend the city charter
to change the 2004 voter-approved Proposi-
tion 2, or Rev Cap, by excluding from the
revenue cap all growth at airports and in
other “enterprise” funds (water and sewer,
and the convention and entertainment
department),

property taxes.

which are not funded by

The mayor proposed Proposition G Lo
differentiate between revenue sources that
feed the general fund (mostly property
and sales tax) and sources that support
fee-based programs, such as the airport.
A majority of City Council voted to place
Proposition G on the ballot.

As you may recall, voters approved

about 60

percent. This proposition reguires that

Proposition 1, or Tax Cap, by

city property-tax revenues not increase
more than the combined growth of popula-
tion and inflation, or 4.5 percent. About
55 percent of voters approved the more
stringent Prop 2, which requires that city
revenue from all sources cannot exceed the
ecombined rates of growth in population
and inflation.

Council feels that voters hungry for
property-tax relief may have inadvertently
|l':L.|i|;|'|] city services that are not tax-
supported. The city contends that Prop 1
takes precedence because it received more
votes. Both sides are waiting for the courts
to decide.

[ announced recently that the city is in
compliance with both propositions but that
complying with Prop 1 requires a slight tax
decrease

You may have heard radio ads urging

“It’s Normal For Guys
To Lose Some Hair.”

This is just one of the excuses that helps make syphilis one of America’s most
common sexually transmitted diseases.

In reality, the kind of hair loss caused by syphilis isn't that neat little bald spot...
it's more the scuzzy, patchy variety.

If you're not buying the excuses, we can help.
For information and testing locations, call 713-794-9020

STOP SYPHILIS. NO EXCUSES.

www.noexcuseshouston.org
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Houston Deps

Health and Hu Sarvioes

sales
service
payments

suspect
nothing.
seriously.

45

no credit checks
no written confracts

cricket

authorized dealer

UNLIMITED

UNLIMITED
UNLIMITED

XCURSION
$179.99

CANDID
$139.99

DORADO
$69.99

After $30 Instant Rebate
And $30 Mail-in Rebate

Grasshopper

11205 Bellafre #10

5060 BOH'!-‘N sro K 2808 Milam #B 5455 Allendale ste. C
Houston, TX. T081 Houston, TX, 77072 Houston, TX. 77002 Houston, TX. TTO17

| 713-269-0100 281-530-6600 713-807-1100 713-640-1100
9282 FM 1960 @ Perry rd. 4955 Hwy 6 North 8950 Westpark ste. 112 ! ) }
Houston, TX, 77070 Houston, TX. 77084 Houston, TX. 77063 i
281-890-8500 281-T02-9933 713-974-3864

'~ AUTO ACCIDENTS

' DWI

“ CRIMINAL

/ IMMIGRATION
ON-THE-JOB INJURIES
‘t?:a-RMAN‘s COMP.

John Wald Lagal Assisant, and Mk Summer, Adriisiralor

Call Mark Summer or John Wald
for Your Free Consultation
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Dirk Hunter, D.C.

The owners of Fitness Exchange invite you to come see our new

s gym layout and enjoy great savings during the month of November!

- - 2 r continued from page
g (,.,. Al ; vou to vote against }""'\l'['l{h]'i|||| G if your iw
B 4 O MY - v apall L L L, are
((Af()'ﬂ/('/, 4 /%’{/{(/ ; e i electric or gasoline bills are too high. Non-

sense! There's absolutely no correlation, Rehabilitation

Voted BEST GYM
by OutSmart Readers!

Prominent Prop GG opponents include Bruce
Joe -. ; Brzonomic

Hotze (brother of conservative activist

|

i . — | " T amonte - : Steve Hotze). Supporters include Conti- St i

| X ~ Ry REA IJTY i -. T i ) . nental Airlines. . ;"rfglthrff:s
1802 Broadway, Suite 122 dhah " " Sparts

Galveston, Texas . This proposition is the kind of ballot initia- Iniurias
" tive envisioned by both Prop 1 and Prop 2 :

800-765-4030 supporters. [t would allow the city to collect Soft Tissue

: ~ 19 and spend $90 million over the 2004 rev- injuries |

409-765-9837 Sk s { ;
vioyd) - enue and tax caps. The money \”.]H. pay o RéFauch
V]@TramonteRealry.com for police, fire, and emergency medical ser- Iniuries

vices (public safety) this fiscal year. While d
opponents contend this would just give City TJM' -

2002 - 2006

OutSmarl Readers Choice

Five years in a row!

Council a blank check, proponents believe

the propoesition would guarantee that the

city’'s most critical services are adequately

4040 Milam

(Betwean Alabama and Richmond)

revenue cap. 713-524.9932
Go to www.FitnessExchangeHouston.com to download a cerfificate for

R g'Pgm e Mayor Bill White will welcome openly 3930 Kirby Drive  Suite 108 - $100 OFF your annual membership and get two extra months FREE.

Management GLBT elected officials from all over the We're moving to 4040 Milam! Flusz for 1 on all Silver and Plﬂtlllﬂlﬂ mﬂ. 2 [Pﬂftﬂ
! ers Welcome!
world in mid- :\L\.l l.]|1|1 \\}.ill ]]I.II.-\\I.'H 7|3.256.5696'HE(]-CREW|:0W‘| Shlps

hosts the 22nd annual International Gay

funded in the face of rising concerns about

crime and not negatively impacted by a

& Lesbian Leadership Conference

Council member Sue Lovell and T wil

co-chair this unique ,||.r.||:|i event '.\'hu-l': H@W @@ﬁf V@@ @ @@y

cftext genice losel. opphly GLET, lowders Catthelic®
from the public and non-governmental sec- WI'I' D.G"lTY! REMEM BERING A HERO

tors a rare opportunity to network. I have
attended many of these conferences and Lup
.fl'lIIlI)I]. 1|.|'|II-I-"|"'.II 'l It\l-|'|- _\.I |||I|II‘I]|I\.I MASS AND SD(IAL HUUR Tyron Garner pasged away
<I|]l|L1I.I!; |1..:|.:|1.|r|,-\ r|'|||L|rL|I. mlar _‘fl:;mnt E'l'&l'}’SEITUFdD";' "3330 pm
18 1e conference this vear will be in . : .
Houston, November 16-19 at the JW Mar- ThIS )’ear ]ea\ﬂﬂg behlnd a
riott Hotel Houston (more details, page 48) THANKSGIVING POT LUCK DINNER \ _
While the conference targets GLBT elected Thurgdnyl November 23, 2006 historic landmark Supreme
officials, it is open to b |||]!IE|1' Leaders Guihe :_'?:.3 m_Eui {,_1\4 m
of many of our national and international By = COUT‘? decision thaT forever

All are Welcome!

organizations will be presenting. Loeal
sponsors include Continental Airlines and Chang@d our Commumty_
the law firms of Fulbright & Jaworski and Now mee'ring in Montrose at
“scamilla & Ponick.
e s e G b o i GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
LC L2 LAl R1OAT 8 T L4 JESDLAL 5 of
' 2515 Wough (af Missouri) HIS LEGACY IS OUR LEGACY.

b

Leadership Conference is presented each

November by the Gay & Leshian Leader-

MBI‘I:BdES-BEI‘IZ ship Institute in collaboration with the
- ATTRACTIVE International Network of Leshian and Gay h—"ﬂ ) ; ; : .
FINANCING INCENTIVES Officials ‘ Di ntty Join the Human Rights Campaign in remembering a hero by
AT SR e S b : , HOUSTON making a DONATION to the TYRON GARNER FUND today.
ARnnese .J(.'n" rer s thne .'«"'-"IJn'if|'l-.Fl'.l'.'.'.' ity controf-
ikl i g cApeiidhe GLBT Catholics
- ler and the highest-ranking openly GLBT
* % % % % Al Rick Beneon dlectail muisizat offeind in' oy o the 10 SERVING THE HOUSTON COMMUNITY SINCE 1974 Preferred Bank HUMAN
. - e New and Certified Pre-Owned Auto Specialist :"'l-lll.l!l-:|l"lf II.8. cities. Her website is wwu . R ] GH TS
STAR MOTOR CARS P houstonconirollerorg. Parker's television www.dignityhouston.org 11757 Katy Freeway, Suite 100 e o

program, Xllﬂll'll'_\' Matters, airs .ll-.lrra.'.'r."r.l_\' o
the Municipal Channel (TimeWarner Cable
16} at 2 and 8 a.m. and 2 and 8 p.m

info@dignityhouston.org*713.880.2872
PO Box 66821« Houston, TX 77266

7000 Katy Road * Houston, TX 77024 * 713-868-6879 Houston, Texas 77079 www.hrc.org
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A year ago, Texans voted overwhelmingly for the

OF

state constitutional amendment that bans marriage

between same-gender partners and prohibits legal @ status for any relationship “identical or similar
to marriage.” Still, the struggle for full rights for all couples continues across the nation. On this

anniversary, we turned to DAVID BUCKEL, marriage

ships of same-sex couples and their families
takes many forms across the country. Pro-
tecting families depends largely on state
law, so most of Lambda Legal’s related work

34 NOVEMBER 9006

ambda Legal’s work to protect the relation-

project director at Lambda Legal, for an update

They're the tops: Our government may oppose full marriage rights for all its
citizens, but a major segment of corporate America understands that there is
money to be made from same-gender weddings. One of these smarl businesses
is Renellie, which markets female-famale and male-male cake toppers (pictured
on these pages and page 36) through its website, www.reneille. com. The California

firm doesn't discriminate, however. The 7-inch, handmpaintaﬁ porcelain figures are

also available in opposite-gender couples and in a range of ethnic identities.

ProrocrapHep For OurSmart 8y Mark Hiesear
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- The State of Our Unions
* continued fron previous gage

/ painful reminder or what it feels

/"like to be in the middle of a civil-
rights movement, with setbacks some-
times overshadowing successes”

-,

-

LecaL REcoGnimion

oF Same-Sex ReLATIONSHIPS

In 2003, Massachusetts became the
first state to honor same-sex couples’
freedom to marry, Married same-sex
couples there are entitled to all of the
rights and responsibilities of marriage

under state law, although the federal
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government statutorily prohibits re-
spect for those marriages.

Currently, six other states and the
District of Columbia offer same-sex
couples some form of legal recognition
for their relationships. with rights and

responsibilities that range from compre-

hensive to rather limited. Connecticut

and Vermont offer “civil unions,” which
on the basis of sexual orientation create
an alternate legal structure in the state
for families while offering the rights
and responsibilities of marriage under
state law, providing the maximum

protection for families short of marriage

equality. California has a domestic
partner law that Lambda Legal helped
draft and is the virtual equivalent of a
civil union law. That highlights how a
“domestic partnership” means differ-
ent things depending on where you are
standing in the country, because the
domestic-partner protections available
in the other gay family-friendly states
provide far less, although nonetheless
make families’ rights stronger than

they otherwise would be. Other states

that provide protections include Hawaii,

Maine, and New Jersey, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia does as well.

In addition. government workers re
ceive some measure of domestic-partner
benefits in a handful of states, including
lllinois, lowa, Montana, New Mexico,
New York, Oregon, Rhode Island. and
Washington.

Despite all of these gains, there is
no avoiding the stark reality that 43
states refuse statewide legal recognition
for committed same-sex relationships
and the federal government bars such
recognition by statute. The struggle
to dismantle systemic discrimination
against same-sex couples and our fami-
lies remains some of Lambda Legal's

most challenging work.

AnTiGAY AMENDMENTS

AND LEGAL SETBACKS

There's no denying it—2006 is a painful
reminder of what it feels like to be in
the middle of a civil-rights movement,
with setbacks sometimes overshadow-
ing successes for a stretch of time, In
July, the state high courts of New York
and Washington ruled that their state
constitutional guarantees of liberty and
equality did not require an end to dis-
erimination in marriage. On the same
date that New York handed down ils
ruling against us, Georgia’s high court
ruled that the 2004 antigay amendment
in that state is lawful. Just over a week
later, the Federal Court of Appeals for
the 8th Circuit overturned our victory
before a Nebraska trial judge who had
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More sermons available...
Listen today!
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The State of Our Unions

continued from page 36
held that Nebraska's antigay amend-
ment went too far in not even allowing
same-sex couples to lobby their own
eleeted officials regarding the impor-
tance of domestic partner benefits.
From ene coast to the other, includ-
ing here in Texas, there are already 20
states that have a state constitutional
amendment. that either limits marriage

to the union of one man and one woman

or permits the legislature to impose
such a limit, and some were written to
bar domestic-partner benefits as well.
As I write this article for OutSmart,
there are (‘igi:l more states pcm:_ed to
vote in November on whether to write
similar discrimination into their consti-
tutions, As Gandhi once said, "First they
ignore you, then they laugh at you, then
they fight you, then you win.” This is

what any civil-rights struggle in human

history has endured.

Current Marriace Lawsuits

Lambda Legal continues to challenge
diseriminatory marriage laws in states
where we and key local groups believe
the factors should line up in our favor,
recognizing that in any civil-rights
work the ground is constantly moving
beneath us. We are eurrently awaiting a
decigsion from the New Jersey Supreme
Court that will decide if our right to

marry is respected there. In California,

our lawsuit with lead-counsel National

Chapel of love: United couples and family members posed for their portrait following the February 18, 2006, wedding celebration at Commu-
nity Gospel Church, which was the local culmination of Freedom To Marry Week. In Houston, the Foundation for Family and Marriage Equality
organizes events during the annual advocacy week, set for February 11-17 in 2007, a project of the New York-based Freedom To Marry part-
nership. Details: www.familyequality.org, www.freedomtomarry.org.

TE

DENNIS COLEMAN, regional dired

tor of the Lambda Legal south central
office in Dallas, offered some additional
relevant information:

In other states, we have seen those who
are against equality for gay people use
amendments like Amendment 2 to launch
all kinds of attacks against the GLBT com-
munity. Since the amendment was passed
by voters last November, we have been
watching to make sure that it is not used as
a weapon against same-sex couples. Our
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office has compiled some nformation that we
thought you should know:

= On November 8, 2005, Texas passed anti-
gay Amendment 2, which wrote discrimination
into the Texas constitution by barring same
sex couples from marriage.

= Texas is home ta well over half a million GLB
adults and over 48 000 same-sex couples.
(Statistics provided by The Williams Institute
on Sexual Orientation Law and Public, a think
tank based at the University of California Los
Angeles.)

* As a percentage of the overall population,

metropolitan Austin ranks as the sixth |
argest area in the nation where leshian,
gay, and bisexual people live.

* The Dallas-Fort Worth area is home to
an estimated 183,718 gay, lesbian, and
bisexual people, including 15,554
same-sex couples.

* There are over 152,000 GLB adults in
the greater Houston area, including some
12,762 same-sex couples,

* Despite the size and geographic reach
of our community, only Travis County offers
a registry for domestic partners in Texas:

Center for Lesbian Rights and ¢o-coun-
sel ACLU, Woo v, California, is on its
way to the California Supreme Court.
In Towa we're at the trial court level in
our lawsuit seeking to end the denial
of marriage to same-sex couples, Our
sister organization, Gay and Lesbian
Advocates and Defenders, is handling
a lawsuit seeking marriage equality in
Connecticut, and the American Civil
Liberties Union is preparing its argu-
ment before the Maryland high court in
its lawsuit seeking marriage for same-
sex couples in that state.

HistoricaL ConTeExT

When the California Supreme Court
became the first state high court to
strike down laws against interraecial
marriage in 1948, lawsuits challenging
miscegenation laws in 14 other states
had been unsuccessful. In fact, 30 states
had laws that banned marriage between
interracial partners. Despite early
setbacks and a hostile political elimate,
the people whose rights were denied did
not give up. They pressed on to change
public opinion, first in California, and
then in other states, before the U.S.
Supreme Court struck down all remain-
ing laws barring interracial marriage 19

vears later.

OprorTUNmES DESPITE
DiscriminaTORY Laws

As Ken Upton, Lambda Legal's senior
stall attorney in our south central
regional office, pointed out in meetings
last November with newspaper editors
across Texas, antigay activists often use
antigay marriage-restriction amend-
ments as Trojan horses to try to gut

any piecemeal advances, such as health
benefits for our partners from munici-
palities or employers. Lambda Legal
stands ready in Texas to take on those
who seek to make it more difficult for
us to be more responsible for each other
and any children we may have.

Our marriage equality work has
always been but one part of a wide
spectrum of our organization’s efforts to
secure protections for those in same-sex
relationships and children they may
have, as well as those in other nontra-
ditional families. For example, Lambda
Legal has defended domestic-partner
registration and benefits ordinances +

Because a
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: author Jerry Simoneaux (center, in suit and tie) posed with other activists at a marriage-equality demonstration on Fabruury T

\ arris County clerk's office in downtown Houston. The protest and additional events took place during the yearly Freedom

: k, organlnd ll: ‘Houston by the Foundatm for Family and Marriage Equullty In 2007, Freedom To Marry Week—the 10th annual
Fobnﬂ y 11-1

“THE'STRATEGY IS 'SIMPLE:
COME OUT, GET INVOLVED”

We also turned to attorney JERRY courtrooms, where, ultimately, a victory would changing state laws to protect every Texan
SIMONEAUX for his perspective as an mean an end to discrimination in marriage for becomes more attainable. City and county
activist who has been an the front lines all Amencans. Our duty is to determine where ardinances will lead to statewide o .
of the marriage struggle. Simoneaux our strengths are and implement them as best tions in employment, housing
ts one of the founders of the Founda- we can. In Texas we have a superior ability accommaodations, In other states. these
tion for Family and Marriage Equality, to effect change in policy and laws through small steps have also brought about state
which organizes the local observances, grassroots laws giving all or most rights of marriage tc
ineluding a wedding celebration for Changing attitudes toward our community same-sex couples. Hawaii offers recipro-
same-gender couples, during Freedom 18 the first step in changing laws, which begins cal benefits. California provides domestic
To Marry Week each February, He is a at the neighborhood level. Each one of us has partnerships. Connecticut recently passed
partner in the GLBT law firm Nechman, the opportunity to help gain a foothold in Texas egislation giving all rights of marriage to
Stmoneaux and Frye simply by talking to our neighbors, friends, same-sex -...r..-l-r.':-_ 5 via civil unions. Their
and co-workers about our families. People victories were won in state legislatures, not

The battle for marriage equality has been who know us personally are less likely to vote in courtrooms.
largely fought on two broad fronts: the against us The battle for marriage equality is differ-
courthouses and the legislatures. Through Once our neighbors learn more about us ent from any other challenge our community
out the struggle, we have focused on and the inequalities that cripple our families, we has faced before. We are in a culture war
arenas that provide the greatest opportuni can succeed in campaigns for rights at the city that has conscripted us all. Each of us has
ties for victory. In some areas, the legal and county level. Dallas, Fort Warth, El Paso, the ability and the duty to create change
atmosphere provides better prospects for and Travis County have all passed ordinances tor the better. The more we effect change
success against villainous laws by a swift to protect their GLBT citizens against dis- locally and on the state level, the maore likely
and direct challenge in the courtrooms. criminatian in employment, h'-‘“ﬁ”"!'.l- and [?ilbhf! we will succeed in court battles, which .
In other places, the strategy has been to accommodations. Organizers in Houston have could ultimately lead to a major victory in
overcome bad laws by replacing them with begun talks with City Council members regard- the Supreme Court
good ones through the legislative process ing implementation of similar ordinances Trudging through the legislative

These two strategies are not mutually As more and more people across Texas marshlands of Texas sounds daunting, but
exclusive. Changes in athitudes and laws realize the importance of prohibiting discrimi- the strategy is simple. Come out and get
help build the arsenal lawyers need in the nation against GLBT people, the objective of involvad.
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'I’he State of Dur Unions

against numerous antigay lawsuits

seeking to dismantle them, including in
Atlanta, Georgia: Broward County, Flor-
ida; Chicago, lllinois; Minneapolis, Min-
nesota; Montgomery County, Maryland;
New Orleans, Louisiana; New York City,
New York; Pima County, Arizona; San
Francisco and Santa Barbara, Califor-
nia; and Vancouver, Washington.

Making THE Case For EauaLimy
Throughout our existence, Lambda
Legal has also participated in scores
of cases as counsel or as a friend of

the court seeking vindication of the
rights of those not in legally formal-
ized relationships (including unmar-
ried different-sex ecouples) to acquire
and retain domestic-partner health
insurance coverage and other benefits
provided by employers to their workers
in cammitted relationships; visit their
partners in the hospital; change their
last names to the same chosen name;
not be diseriminated against in housing
or public accommodations: maintain
protection under domestic violence
laws; remain in rent-controlled or rent-
stabilized housing after the death of a
partner who was on the lease; receive
death benefits and victim compensation
through private and public assistance
programs; choose the insceription for a
deceased partner’s tombstone; among
many others.

Of all our work, the Lawrence v, Tex
as case that originated here in Houston
stands out as one of the most important
cases in our 33-year history, with impact
in every single state in the nation. In
Texas they are not ignoring us anymore,
and they are laughing less and fighting
a lot more, so we're going to continue to
stand up and fight back until we get to
the win: equality.

ON THE WEB:

Read commentary written by local
and national activists immediately
after the passage last year of the
marriage amendment (“What
Now?" December 2005 OutSmart)
at www.outsmartmagazine.com.
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Friend in deed:

“I've always been
out there, [and] |
support, 100 percent,
GLBT rights says
Ellen Cohen, the
District 134 Demo-
cratic candidate,
photographed in her
Bellaire campaign
headquarters.
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t a Houston GLBT Political
Caucus meeting early this year,
the buzz in the room was pal-

; M pable as the organization
eard from Ellen Cohen, the Democratic
candidate for the Texas legislature. Here at
last, activists in the room at the Houston
GLET Community Center speculated,
was a candidate with a realistic prospect
of defeating Martha Wong, the two-term
Republican incumbent who, even though
she represented a chunk of Montrose,

infuriated much of the gay community by
supporting the antigay marriage amend-
ment to the state constitution in 2005.
Even before her formal endorsement
after the summer vetting procedure, Cohen
was appearing before the caucus to seek
its support—and, by extension, the ap-
probation of the gay, leshian, bisexual, and
transgender community and thus its votes.
To enthusiastic applause, Cohen told the
caucus audience that she would have voted
against the Proposition 2, the marriage

cL[ll.ll.l (Llhu!l!

This month, Montrose and much of the GLBT community look to
state representative candidale Ellen Cohen to defeat Martha Wong,
Republican and antigay marriage-amendment supporter

By Josef Molnar
Photograph by Nathan Haase

amendment, had she been serving as the
representative from District 134, which
encompasses Meverland, River Oaks,
West University Place, the Texas Medical
Center, and part of Montrose. It's a stance
that Cohen, who has clearly captured the
imagination of a significant number of
GLBT voters, repeats in stump speeches.
However, if yvou ask Cohen about issues
about equal rights for gay people, you
might be disappointed when she doesn't
thump her chest and loudly proclaim her
support for gay issues, including marriage,
That stance, she pointed out in a recent
mterview in her campaign headquarters
in Bellaire, actually reflects the lives of
many gay people, who find themselves
thinking less about the issue of same-sex
marriage than the everyday lives they and
their families lead. That is not to say that
the first-time candidate is not a stalwart
defender of equal rights for gay, leshian,
bisexual, and transgender people. On the
contrary, Cohen readily promaotes to her

IN COHEN'’S CORNER

support of gay civil rights (including on her
campaign website, www.ellencohen.org)
and said she is willing to carry the banner
at any time it’s needed.

“If somecne doesn’t want to vote for me
because 1 support GLBT rights, that's cer-
tainly their right,” she said. “Because the
other piece is, that most GLBT people I've
maot are not solely, solely focused on issues
of gay marriage.”

As an example, Cohen mentioned a
same-gender couple who approached her
during a recent political event about a
topie that was close to them. “Their daugh-
ter is about four or five, and their whole
issue was public schools,” she said. “That’s
what they cared about right then, the issue
around public schools—how supportive I
am. I don't even think they asked me about
gay-marriage issues. They know, so what's
there to ask me?”

Her record speaks for itself: Several
years ago, Cohen (an Ohio native who
moved to Houston 28 vears ago with —

State representative candidate Ellen Cohen was endorsed early by the Houston GLBT Political Caucus,
in recognition of the importance of the District 134 race for community representation. Last month, the
Houston Chronicle also endorsed Cohen, the Democrat, over Republican incumbent Martha Wong.

In an apparently unprecedented move, the Human Rights Campaign, the national GLBT advocacy or-
ganization, has also thrown its weight behind a local candidate. In July, the D.C.-based group gave $5,000
to the Cohen campaign.
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her husband Lyon and children Marcia
and Eric) supported same-gender partner
benefits at the city level while she was
executive director of the American Jewish
Committee, then as president and CEQ of
the Houston Area Women's Cenler (from
which she is taking leave during the cam-
paign). Last year, Cohen was vocal in her
opposition to Proposition 2, which not only
banned marriage between same-gender
couples, but also anything that confers the
same rights as marriage.

“It makes a statement that we all ben-
efit when evervbody is inside the tent,” she
said. “Yeah, I could say that I had lunch
with [City Council member and leshian]
Sue Lovell today... I don't want to do that
‘Some of my best friends are [gay].' [t's
not the answer. So 1 talk about gay rights
when it's appropriate, and when people

ask me questions, [ talk about the rights of

all people.

“I think it's disingenuous for me to sit
here and say, Yeah, let me tell you about
that."l am who I am. I've always been out
there, [and| I support, 100 percent, GLBT
rights.”

Cohen points out that Distriet 134 was
one of the few state legislative districts

MASTER

o Supporting the GLBT Community

Capital gang: GLBT community activists who attended the January 19 kick-off event for the Ellen
Cohen campaign included (I-r) David Arpin, Matthew Burrus, with Ellen Cohen, Fiona Dawson,

Alton LaDay, and Alex Martinez.

that voted against Proposition 2 in 2005,
so Wong's support for the amendment
actually contradicted the majority of her
constituents. (As one politically savvy local
gay blogger, Queer in Texas, has asserted,
“My biggest problem with Martha is the
faet that she voted in committee to move
the gay-marriage ban forward, That was
a key vote, which puts her on record as
being against gay equality. The fact that
she was ‘present not voting’ on the floor
vote just shows that she's a coward as well

as a bigot.”)

support.
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Cohen said she would advocate gay
equal rights in the legislature, alwavs a
hot-button issue in a body dominated by
not just the Republicans, but right-wing
Republicans, She admits legal progress for
gay marriage is limited with the passage
of Amendment 2, because constitutional
amendments are harder to remove than a
law on the books. Still, Cohen points to so-
cial progress as a significant means toward
one day overturning the amendment. Part
of her plan to promote equal rights for gay

people is to try and bring religious and —
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NEED LEGAL HELP?

NAACP HOUSTON BRANCH
offers free legal services
to those who qualify

Call for an appointment
713-526-3389 ext. 11
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social leaders together with gay citizens
in an effort fo promote understanding.
While Cohen admits achieving that goal
may prove be difficult, she maintains
that more moderate members of the fac-
tion that opposes civil unions are more
likely to be swayed.

“If they sit in meetings, if they real-
ize they're sitting next to a couple who's

committed to each other, wants to be able

to legally adept their children, and say to
themselves, “That's not scary. | get that,
[ think they could move from civil unions
to marriage,” Cohen said. “Maybe what
it is, is they'll never move to ‘marriage in
my chureh,’ but T_l'llﬂ_\-']] move to [|];_|_1'J'.i'.-l;_{r
at City Hall. And maybe their kids will
move to ‘marriage at my church.”

While she supports the right of
individuals to hold religious beliefs that
may include opposition to

of funneling the money to anemic school
districts), equal rights for all people (she
supported Proposition 2}, and public health
care {(she supported a $200 million cut in
the CHIPs, the Children’s Health Insurance
Program, which removed 180,000 Texas
children from receiving state-funded health
care and made qualifying more difficult for
low-income families).

Cohen, the pro-choice, pro-environment,
pro-stem cell research, and pro-education
reform eandidate, does not apologize for her
beliefs, but says there’s enough room for
compromise for both sides to pass effective
legislation that can support progress on gay
civil rights, whether or not politicians on the
other side actively support GLBT people.

She points to the influx of moderate Re-
publiean and Democratic candidates in this
election cycle as a positive sign of progress.

“I think that if people get elécted to the
legislature who are not rooted in their own

political ideology and just

Kenneth W. Lester D.C.

Veled Best Chirepracier 2006

KIRBY e - -
HEALTHAVELLNESS
3930 Kirby Drive, Suite 108
713.526.5252
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homosexuality, Cohen (who
is Jewish) makes a distinc
tion between matters of re-
ligion and matters of state.
“No one's saying that vour
religion ean't feel as it does,”
she said. “Your religion can
feel whatever way it wants.
But that deesn't include
being able to say that people
of the same sex ean't get
married. If the church or the
synagogue or the mosque
doesn’t want to perform it,
it [gshould] still be done in a
civil environment.”

Cohen's passions pre
vailed in almost every sub-
ject that was broached in
the interview, including her
opponent Wong, who has
received flak, even from her
own constituency, for failing
to live up to her campaign

POLL WATCH

In September, the
Austin-based political
website Capitol Inside
reported on a poll in
the District 134 race:
“Cohen campaign
officials and other
Democrats have
heard that internal
polling by Republican
Governor Rick Perry
shows Wong trail-
ing the challenger
by as much as six
points. That hasn't
been substantiated,
however, because
Perry's campaign as
a matter of policy
does not discuss the
resulls of polls that it
commissions”

won't get off the mark, then
[ think we can bring people
together,” she said.

These issues of particular
concern to gay and lesbian
voters includes civil issues
such as visitation rights for
hospitalized partners. Cohen’s
hushand Lyon passed away
three years ago, and as his
legally recognized spouse, she
was able to help him make
important decisions and even-
tnally inherited his estate,

a right currently denied to
same-gender couples. Cohen
said there may be room to
provide some of those benefits
through the law.

“I'm not a lawyer, so [ don’t
know,” she added. “I can only
say that there may be ways
that legally you can try to put
in same-sex partner benefits

promises, Instead, many District 134 vot-
ers assert, Wong has catered to the right-
wing leadership in the legislature. While
the topic of her opponent did not incite
hostility, it was the statement that Wong
is “not quite” a moderate Republican that
ruffled Cohen’s feathers,

“Not quite being that way?" she said,
throwing herself into the topic with all of
the gusto of a heavyweight prizefighter
“No, she’s far right!”

Point taken. Wong's record doesn't
mesh with her campaign promises, which
ineluded support for education (she sup-
ported education cuts in 2003 and the
Republican plan to use the new busi-
ness tax for property tax cuts, instead

to see if you can't provide for those same
kinds of benefits.”

While she includes equal rights for gay
people as part of her political platform,
she admitted the issue can be volatile, And
since gay issues crop up so frequently in
Texas politics today (and are likely to again
when the legislature convenes in January),
does she predict that she would spend a lot
of time in Austin and in the limelight fight-
ing for the rights of gay people?

“T'he answer is, I don't know,” she said.
“l don’t knew where it's going to be, [but]
I'm not afraid of controversy.”

Josef Molnar is a frequent contributor to
OutSmart magazine.
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Gay Ground Zero

For a weekend, national community leaders
land in Houston

By Tim Brookover

including Houston’s own Annise Parker and
Sue Lovell, highlight a prestigious national
event for
GLBT politi-

cians taking

place here this month. Other
political figures participating in
the November 16-19 Interna-
tional Gay & Lesbian Leadership
Conference, conducted by the
D.C.-based Institute of National
Gay & Lesbian Officials, include
U.S. Representatives Barney
Frank and Tammy Baldwin,
Kate Kendall of the National
Center for Lesbian Rights, Matt
Foreman of the National Gay &
Leshian Task Force, and Volker
Beck of the German Green
Party. Democratic National
Committee chairman Howard
Dean will deliver the November
17 keynote address—which
might be construed as part of
his ongeing penance tour, one
politically smart wag recently
suggested, for appearing in May
on Pat Robertson’s gay-baiting
and -hating 700 Club.

The institute is connected
to the Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund, the powerhouse that sup-
ports openly gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender candidates
across the nation, who have included City Controller Parker,
City Council rep Lovell, and Dallas County sheriff Lupe Valdez,
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ome of the leading lights in gay politics,

Live, from Houston: Speakers ap-
pearing al the conference include
(clockwise from top) U.S. Rep. Bar-
ney Frank, U.S. Rep. Tammy Baldwin,
National Gay & Lesbian Task Force
executive director Matt Foreman,
and National Democratic Commit-
tee chairman Howard Dean.

who is a leshian. (Valdez was
scheduled to participate in
the conference, but had with-
drawn at press time, according
to Victory Fund spokesperson
Denis Dison.)

Following a Thursday-
night reception at Bice, fea-
turing remarks by Houston
mayor Bill White, the con-
ference continues with an
intensive schedule of workshops
and seminars on politics and GLBT
rights (download the program at
www,victoryfund.org).

Parker and Lovell will host an
event on Saturday night for partici-
pants, joined by members of local
GLBT corporate affinity groups,
such as SEAShell and the Chase
PRIDE Team.

The conference fee is $375. The
Victory Fund offers a one-day pass
for $75 (which includes lunch and
admission to panel presentations
during the day).

At the same time, the Gay &
Lesbian Leadership Institute, a
division of the Victory Fund, will
conductits annual Leadership Insti-
tute Candidate & Campaign Train-

ing program for aspiring openly-GLBT politicians. Victory Fund

spokesman Dison calls the training “a boot camp for campaigns. It's

a pretty intense three days from morning till night.” This marks the

first time the training event has been held in Houston. W
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Hear her 1¥ar: Madalyn Sklar says she |
most profid of the community. she has #
built a< founder-of GoGirlsMusic.co
“When' | travel 1.always arrange for
‘et and Greets!” she says."It's's
reat way, for our niembers to'

ach other in theit cities™ "

Ten years ago, musical entrepeneur Madalyn Sklar recognized
the web as a source of infinite possibility for talented women.
Now GoGirlsMusic.com has spread across the land

ith its motto, “Cuz chicks
rock!” GoGirlsMusic.com
was founded by Madalyn
Sklar in 1996, the same time
her other business, Orbit Web
:sign, Was getting off the ground. “But I

spend the majority of my time at GoGirls,”

Sklar says.

Time well spent. In those 10 years,
GoGirlsMusie.com, an online community
where female musicians eould network
and get exposure, has produced more than
100 benefits, all primarily focused on the
women’s community.

Sklar, the 41-year-old partner to Geor-
gia Moncrief and mother to Jordan, says
she was first exposed to the Internet in
1995 and saw the potential to reach
peaple through this new technology.
What first started as a way for female
musicians and songwriters to connect
with others quickly became an avenue
to help indie artists get heard via
showease events all across the country.

“In the last six years we have
produced over 100 benefit shows called
the GoGirlsMusicFest,” Sklar says.

Then there’s the annual Invasion
of the GoGirls at SXSW, the South by
Southwest music conference and show-
case, held annually in July in Austin.
Add the GoGirlsRock! showcase series
presented in cities across the country,
and Sklar estimates she has produced
more than 200 shows since 2000.
Another of Sklar’s music-oriented

by Nancy Ford
Photographs by Giselle Monte

businesses, IndieMusicCoach.com, has pro-
vided one-on-one coaching and consulting
to musicians since 2004,

Last month, Sklar and GoGirlsMusic
hosted the seventh annual GoGirls-
MusicFest benefit shows around the United
States, at which time she and Monerief
announced the launch of GoGirlsMusie
Records.

“It's basically a digital download store
where music fans can download music for
free,” Sklar explains. By logging on to www,
gogirlsmusicrecords.com, members can sell
their music online. As Sklar and Moncrief
post on their website, “We feel strongly that
indie artists deserve a break. They deserve
to have people like us on their side helping

them get heard. We den’t want to own their
songs. We don't want to screw them out of
money, We offer a music download store
where 50 pereent of all download sales go
to the artist. It's simple. You make great
music and we help vou distribute it online,

“We also hooked up with a company
where our bands can promote themselves
using text messaging,” Sklar says. “If you
want to give it a try, text gogirls to 669377

On November 4, Sklar and company
bring the GoGirlsMusicFest to Houston at
the Last Concert Café. The evening of music
benefits CaringBridge, a Minnesota-based
nonprofit organization that offers free,
easy-to-create websites to connect family
and friends during health erises. Perform- [
ers include Tamara Booth, Everything
Is Everything, Hidden Agenda, Osirus,

Katie Stuckey, and Sheila Swift. Also |
in Houston, Go(irls has also launched
a monthly open mic night, held on the
final Wednesday of the month, at Boea-
dos on West Alabama.

There’s more: “Georgia and |
started writing e-Booklets on effective
Myspace marketing,” says the eyber-
space-savvy Sklar. For details, check
www.gogirlsmusicstore.com.

As if all that activity isn't encugh.
“(teorgia and I got married in Toronto
in September!”

To stay abreast of all that Sklar
and her GoGirls have to offer, gign up

Music to love by: GoGirlsMusic.com founder Madalyn Skilar  for the mailing list at www.gogirls
(r) and her business and life partner Georgia Moncrief.

musie.com. W
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OutSmart at Home
Edited by Tim Brookover

WHAT’S IN STORE

Just in time for holiday shopping,
an assortment of new treasures and favorite things

asn't it just vesterday that we were contemplating the relative merits of SPF 15 versus SPF 60 sun block as we prepped for that

Galveston getaway? Now November is here, and the holidays lurk around the corner. Whether you celebrate Hanukkah, Kwanzaa,

Christmas, or the winter solstice, you are likely to have family and friends tromping through your house this season. So it'’s time to

gel your abode in shape with a snazzy new piece of furniture or some other treasure. Here, a few ideas from some of our current fave shops.

WOOD, MAN

combine a growing understanding of the
impact that their design decisions make on
the environment—both inside and outside
their homes.”

With that in mind, Brooks and Reid
recommend the impressive work of Van-
couver-based furniture designer Brent
Comber. “He makes beautiful tables from
naturally fallen trees. And remember,
the first of the three R's mantra Reduce,
Reuse, Recvele’ suggests the importance
of buying quality that lasts. Kiln-dried
hardwood frames and hand-tied springs

just last longer than particleboard. Buy-

mng furniture that can last as !:'.ITI_); as 1ts
beauty does means it doesn't wind up in a
landfill before its time.”

Brent Comber Originals furniture,
including these Alder rounds (pictured,
and 12 inches to 28.25 inches in height,
$1.250-84,960 suggested retail), is avail-
able through www.brentecomber.com.
Selected Comber furniture is available
locally at Kuhl-Linscomb.

WHAT BLISS

Ben-Hur in the Heights,

the endearingly dated mer-
chandise mix. The spirit of
independent retailing in the

home boutique, offering a
spectrum from furniture to
fragrances to greeting cards,
seores major style points

for its name alone. On our

mosaic hanging lamp from
Germany ($680).

832/673-0099

OTw of the last of the
independent department
stores, the venerable Kaplan’s

closed a year ago. Oh. we miss
those chockablock aisles and

Heights thrives in shops like
Bliss on 19th. This au courant

current Bliss list: this amber

Bliss on 19th. 235 W. 19th St.,

Looking for Crate & Barrel, Restoration
Hardware; Storehouse' Style Furniture?
COME AND SEE THE SMART ALTERNATIVE!

No fancy showroom — we really are
a warehouse in the Heights —
just trend setting furniture
at 30% to 50% less than
your favorite stores

and catalogs.

NEW
MORE CONVENIENT STORE HOURS!
Wednesday - Friday 10um - 3pm
Sawrday 10am - Spm, Sunday |1am - Spm

Chic Warehouse

727 Yale Street * One Block West of Heights Blvd.

(713) 822-3392

Chic Warchouse™ is not associated with any retail store. All brand names
and trademarks are the property of their respective holders and are
referenced here for descriptive purposes only

HOME & GARDEN
STATUARY
SiNncE 1967

he design team of Darin Brooks and Robert Reid, who celebrate the fourth anniversa-

Brooks * Reid Studio. 629 W. 22nd St. #4,
723/426-5236, www.brooks-reid.com
Kuhl-Linscomb. 2424 W. Alabama,
713/526-6000, www.kuhl-linscomb.com

ry of their Heights studio with a November 14 reception, embrace a natural aesthetic:
“We're ';i'\'f-'l”'E'“-I_'—'\ with our clients a new perspective on natural materials, where beauty
and luxury go hand-in-hand with environmental responsibility. People don’t want to
compromise style for good-for-the-planet design. Our clients are looking to us for ways to

Dy S TR R A0 M, N P TRNTREN » VA TR0, s SN T B RIS G S, s s

SIT DOWN

¢ love the treasure-house sensibility of Eclectic

Home in the Heights. On every visit, we discover a
new must-have item amid the cheerful warren of furnigh-
ings, sparkly accessories, and very good wall art. Recently,
though, our eye landed on this stylish, clean-lined stainless-
steel chair ($780). A pair of these could improve the ealiber
of even the most mundane catching-up holiday chat.

Eclectic Home. 345 W. 19th St., 715/869-1414,
www.eclectichome.ws
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BIG HOUSE

y friend the Red-Headed Shopper introduced me to Design

House, Ine,, the showroom in the Resource Centre. Red
directed me to the emporium owned by Connie LeFevre, ASID,
because of its art of wide-ranging genres and antiques. The de-
signer just expanded her showroom in the center located off Old
Katy Road. One-of-a-kind objects in the LeFevre’s shop (pictured)
include an antique Italian walnut bombe chest with marble top
(4,800}, a selenite crystal lamp on aerylic base ($2,135), Asian
ceramic pottery jar with glazed surface and terra-cotta interior
($215), and painting by Sylvia Angeli ($6,100).

Design House. 7026 Old Katy Rd., Suite 115, 713/803-4949 m

2003 Blalock Rd. (1.5 mi. N of 1-10) Houston, TX 77080
713.467-9082 * www.statuemakers.com
Tuesday - Saturday 9-5 * Sunday 1-5 * Closed Monday
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by Nancy Ford
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ETTING WITH TRET Before
Melissa, hefore k.d.,, before either of
the Indigo Girls, there was Tret Fure.
A staple of the women’s music scene since her
self-titled debut album broke in 1973, Fure
has since established herself not only as a
prolific performer, but also as one of the
country’s first women sound engineers, That
led to her founding Tomboy Girl Records,
which last year released her most highly ac-
claimed recording to date, Anytime, Anywhere.
On November 4, Diva House Concerts,
organized by KPFT Queer Voices co-host
Deborah Bell, presents Fure and her guitar
at Super Happy Fun Land in the Heights.

Details: thedivadeb@yahoo.com.

PEAKING OF... Nationally ac-

claimed songstress Ann Reed straps on
her 12-string for a Houston concert this
month, reports our friend and women's
music aficionda Pokey Anderson, Reed performs
November 11, 8 p.m., at the Houston Com-
!TIHTIiI.\r College Heinen Theater, Tickets are
available through www.annreed.com.

RACIAS, ALICIA For the past 27

years, Micia dos Amantes has supported
the community by performing at countless
fundraisers and events. On November 10,
GALLO, the GLBT Latino organization,
honors her with an 8 p.m. reception and
show at EfJ's. Tips benefit Omega House
hespice. Details: Houstongallo@yahoo.com

OCAL COLOR Don't think of it as

graffiti. On November 18 and 19, the
Center for Hearing and Speech and AIG
present Via Colori, Houston's first downtown
street painting festival. Community favorite
John Palmer is a designated “featured artist” at
the Sam Houston Park event. Details: www.
viacolori.com/houston.

REAST WISHES [wice annually,
Leshian Health Initiative sponsors
its Rainbow Health Fair, at which women
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may take advantage of health screenings.
The next fair is November 4, 8;20 a.m. to
3:15 p.m., at Legacy Community Health
SL’i'\']t‘t'."\.

Mammograms provided by M.I). Ander-
son Cancer Center Mobile Mammography
Program, as well as Pap smears, require
an appointment; tests available with no ap-
puinl]‘m.‘nl necessary include blood _LE|1:r.'u.-IL-'.
blood pressure, total cholesterol, Alc spe-
cifically for diabetics, and HIV/STD testing
and counseling.

But it’s not just about pricking, poking,
and squeezing. In addition to educational
materials, alse available at the fair are
forms to obtain durable power of attorney
{or health care and to establish living wills,
with a notary on hand. Information will also
be available on accessing the Harris County
Hospital Distriet Gold Card system.

Details: www.lhihouston.org.

HIS USED TO BE THEIR PLAY-

GROUND No, Rosie or Madonna or
Geena won't be there. But members of the
All American Girls Professional Baseball
League 1943-1954, including Red Mahoney,
Alva Jo Fisher, and Ruth Lessing will be inducted
into the Texas Baseball Hall of Fame at a
reunion weekend, November 8-11. Catch

their moves in a celebrity softball game on
November 11 at Big League Dreams Sports
Park in League City. Details: 281/316-3400,
www.bigleaguedreams.com,

AY OF LIGHT Moments after leav-

ing the hospital. where he was fight-
ing his continuing battle with diabetes, the
indefatigable Ray Hill is once again in the
spotlight this month. First, the Houston
Peace & Justice Center honors Hill at its
annual National Peacemaker Awards Gala
on November 3 at the University of Honston
Hilton. Hill is one of the four Houstonians
saluted at the dinner, which will alse honor
Father Roy Bourgeois, founder of School of the
Americas Watch.

Then Hill is the subject of director
Brian Huberman’s new documentary, Ray Hill’s
Prison Show, screened at Rice University
The film, based on Hill's one-man perfor-
mance piece, shows November 17, 18, and
19 at Rice Media Center. Prison Show is on
a double bill with another Huberman doc,
The Last Days of Charles [ Kathryn/. In this
1993 film, Huberman recounts the London
sex-change operation of the sassy McGuirre,
the Texas-horn crogs-dressing construction
CEO who was a fixture on the ‘80s Houston
social scene. l

BUILDING OUR

HERITAGE

RICHARD RAY
A PROVEN TOP PRODUCER

With an eye for quality and extensive
real estace C.\{]“L‘I’it‘ﬂt‘t, Richard Rayv's
]‘I ( ||.-L"?‘-J| "IT_‘ih"iI'J 15 n‘..ﬂ\.l':i."LI. [ "I‘.l‘.

by his high energy

level, Richard
says, 1 provide
value-added

service from
intrpducton

o closme’

713.341.1651

rray(@ herita getexas.com

Vour
Sarly

Distinctive Gifts, Home Decor & More!

235 West 19" Street
(in The Heights)
832.673.0099
www.blisson19th.com

Byron K. Menard D.C.

17 years experience

Do you have prolonged pain?
Headaches?

Neck/Back Pain?

Auto Accident?

Work Related Injury?

Call for an
appointment
today!

in the Montrose!”

Menard
3400 Montrose, Suits

713.526.

bkmenarddi

piresent ea

is year

HAVE YOUR PARTIES
IN OUR UPSTAIRS LOUNGE

Wed-Sat BP-2A Sun BP-2A | Convenient Parking | 21+ | Music That Makes You Dance

Dance Floor | Videos | Upstairs Lounge | Balconies | Pool Table | Outdoor Patio

710 Pacific @ Crocker | blurbar.com
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(Vanity Fair, /06, George Wayne)
George Wayne: You and David Geffen are friends, and |
know you don’t like to talk about other people, but | am
asking: Is it true, as the blogs say, that he is dating actor
! " Seann William Scoh?

®  Carrie Fisher: I don't know, but I would doubt it. That's just the

e

sl EET =

i that stuff had come about them being married.
personal training

el - Dovld Bakol ... ..

(The Daity Show with John Stewart 10/5/06)

|
I same as saying he married Keanu Reeves when they had never & i /
i L ®  aven met. [ was actually with David at the Geffen [Playhouse " .
i theater] when he ran into l\i* inu. He said to Keanu, “Was it as e Compiled by Blase DiStefano
2 good for vou as it was for me?” They had never even met, and all e
benefit

F

George

L T

r—
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results benefits

We'll belp yow get there.

-
Muscle Mechanics

The Gym for Personal Training
3334 Edloe St. » 713-963-0899 » musclemechanics.com

Voted Best Greek Restaurant
by OutSmart Readers 2006
@ Try our
“\k’_O NKO_& catering

Since1977

2520 Montrose « Houston, Texas
Hours:

Monday - Thursday 10 am - 10 pm
Friday Sv.:llLll'tjd‘,- 0am-11pm « Sunday 11 am -9 pm

Place a take out order call (713) 528-GYRO

David Rakoff, author of Don't Get Too Comfortable, to Jon Stewart:
I called up this guy named Robert Knight. Robert Knight is the
founder of something called the Culture and Family Institute
They're always such innocuous names, like the Basket of Pup-
pies Foundation....

His view of what he kept on calling the homosexual agenda
was literally, like, “Oh, you actually think it's an agenda, a writ-
Len ,'|ylu'-,]-|;i_ like a to-do list T|‘.i|l_1{.-- to do: recruit children, have
sex with them, spread AIDS.” It was just extraordinary...,

So we're talking and talking, and the talk is all about sexual

“You know,
HIV is transmissible by good old-fashioned, red-blooded, hetero-

practices and what gay people do. And I finally said,

normative married sex.”

And he says into my telephone. knowing it's being recorded,
“Yeah, but not as much. I mean, the vagina can take a lot of
punishment.’

el L«.lllLriU.l Lttt

(Out, 10/06, Dale Peck) {openty gay actor/dhrector)
Re: Mitchell’s shootin

s explicit sex. Mitchell | )
} ar my Hm huu k cameo [ decide ui to clu something I had never

if his new film Shortbus, in which there

done: | ate me some P—Y It didi |= ret me hard, but it was better
than eraft service. Are you happy now, Mom?

Cley Ll -

(CAN Larry King Live, 1071/06)

Larry King: Ne matter what your sexual being is, by answer-
ing [the question “Are you gay?”] yea or nay, you put it
away.... [I}f you say yea, what are they going to do, hit you
over the head, not listen to you sing? No. If you say nay, what
are they going to do to you? You're putting yourself in a no-
win [situation] and you could be in a win-win [situation].
Clay Aiken: Or I could just say, “You know what, forget it. I'm
not going to deal with it anymore.”

Then you're always going to have people driving around
your house taking pictures.

And I'm always going to say the same thing—"Stop doing it.”
But they’'re going to keep taking pictures then, and they're
going to keep asking questions, because they're going to say,
“Why doesn’t he answer it?” It's your choice

[ want people to stop driving by my house and taking pictures
and hopefully they'll do it.

0Odd coupling:

George Clooney (1) and

Leonardo DiCaprio?!

' Rosie
@ Donnell

(TV Guirde, 10/2/06, Mary Murphy)

Mary Murphy: in the episode [of Nip/Tuck],
you and Julian have a sex scene that is ab-
solutely hilarious. Was it fun to film?

Rosie O'Donnell: I had on this tube top-thing, and
these short shorts, and I|11'.\ |ii".‘||'-|~ me so I am not
embarrassed. And he eomes in and all he has on
is a sock covering his penis. He is totally naked.
And he says, “Are you ready?”

What did you say?

|Leaughing] 1 didn't even remember doing this,
but apparently I said, *Oh, my God! You look
like Superman.” He looks like he is carved out
of stone. We did a couple of takes and my beobs
were showing and finally 1 just said, “Screw it.”
And took my shirt off.

Did Kelli get jealous?

No, she was there, and she loved it!

Qdd coupling 2:
Julian McMahon (1)
and Rosie O'Donnell?!

lﬁilmmv

( Vanity Fair, T1/06, Rich Cohen)

“Here is my theory on debunking pho-
tographs in magazines, you know, the
paparazzi photographs,” he says. “I
want to spend every single night for
three months going out with a different
famous actress. You know, Halle Berry
one night, Salma Hayek the next, and
then walk on the beach holding hands
with Leonardo DiCaprio. People would
still buy the magazines, they'd still buy
the pictures, but they would always
go, ‘I don’t know if these guys were
putting us on or not.””



DVD/VHS

o & -l i
d: Seth Petersonil) and

intolerance for homosexuality at first
becomes a well-told !.'f,l_(__:l'-lﬂl yvour-seater
with clever twists by the end.

Robbie Levinson (Seth Peters) leads

an earnest life. A homeowner and profes-

hat seems like a cookie-cut- Hhﬁ
ter, by-the-numbers story of Pl
a Southern Bible-thumper’s 2

sional, he has a genuine
relationship with his
carthy neighbor Kaih-
leen (Lin Shaye, There's
Something About Mary,
Snakes on a Plane) in
a gquiet neighborhood,
He's also in a com-
mitted relationship
s with Trey {Brian
2 J, Smith) and is
in the process of
arranging a civil
ishwas union with him.
But all that peace
] and happiness is 1n-
| = ? terrupted when a new
‘_I“_E' neighbor moves in. At first, Chris
R (Chiad Donella) seems harmless
¥ enough, even neighborly, until
Chris sees Robbie kiss Trey
goodbye. Chris'disdain devolves
s rapidly inte threats of damna-
tion. Shortly thereafter, Trey
turns up beaten unconscious in

MORE DVD/VHS REVIEWS/PREVIEWS

DAMNED IFYOU DO. ..

It's all about the motivation in Tommy Stoval's Hate Crime

the neighborhood park.

Though Robbie and Kathleen are con-
vinced Chris is behind it all, the police
drag their feet. When it 15 revealed Chris
is the son of a prominent (iiberintolerant)
minister (Bruce Davison,
Longtime Companion)
in the community, one
who provides Chris
with an alibi, the au-
thorities turn on Rob-

manslaughter in an
attempt to collect on
Trey's life insurance.
With no one else to turn
24 to, Robbie takes Kathleen's
Stovall  advice and seeks resolution,
and justice, on his own.

Hate Crime (2005) was written and di-
rected by Tommy Stovall and costars Susan
Blakely (Rich Man, Poor Man). Available
November 14 from Image Entertainment
(www.image-entertainment.com).

—Review: Eric A.T. Dieckman

The Lady in Question Is Charles Busch
. B Actor, writer, drag artist, leading lady.
The life of Chares Busch unfalds in
this endearing drag-to-riches tribute,
From his childhood escapes into the
world of Hollywood classics to his
off-Broadway hit Vampire Lesbians of
M Sodom, to his kitschy-campy Broad-
way EII1|:| Hullywnnd successes, Busch's story is told with
love. (Look for Boy George, Rosie 0'Donnell, Kathleen
Turner, and others.) * 2005. Co-written and co-directed
by Charles lgnacio and John Cantania. « From Docurama
(www.docurama.com). —Preview; E.D,

Cynara: Poetry in Motion
Beautifully photographed with a lovely
score, the lesbian soft-pom Cynara
is eratic for the sake of eraticism; It
may indeed stir you, depending on
’ your threshold. If you are so moved,
=\ be sure to hit the stop button on your
=2 DVD player before the mood-killing,
Jim Carrey-like outtake clips begin. That said, this brief,
A0-minute period piece from writer-director Nicole Conn
(Cfaire of the Moon) offers an opening scene that makes
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us want to take a sculpting class. = 1996. From Walfe Video
(www.wolfevideo.com or 800/ GET-WOLFE).
—Review: Nancy Ford

Innocent
e oA Vulnerable young Eric (Timothy Lee)
= is al a crossroads in his life, both geo-
graphically and emationally. A reluctant
immigrant plucked from the familiarity
» of his Hong Kong existence to the root-
less suburbia of Toronto, he establishes
: his gay sexual identity while his family
slowly disintegrates. Soon, he finds himself falling for a
succession of men while learning and growing from every
painful experience. = 2005, Written and directed by Simon
Chung. Mandarin and English with English and Spanish
subfitles. = From Picture This! Entertainment (www.Picture
ThisEntertainment.com). —Preview: Troy Carrington

Two Driffers

Rui (Nuno Gil) is a young hunk who is grieving over the
sudden death of his boyfriend on their one-year an-
niversary. While Rui deals with his loss through drinking
and anonymous sex, he meets the peculiar Odete (Ana
Christina de Dliveira), a fetching but unstable lost soul

who becomes obsessed with the dead
lover, insinuating herself into Rui's
broken life. He is baffled by Odete,
particularly when she begins imagin-
ing that she’s pregnant with his lover's
child. « 2005, Directed by Joao Pedro
Rodrigues (0 Fantasma). Portuguese
with English subtitles. « From Strand Releasing (www
strandreleasing.com). —Preview: Suzie Lynde

A Love to Hide
. An award-wining period drama set

- amidst the Vichy persecution of
B8 UL the “third sex” in German-occupied
q France, two lovers, Philippe and
- Jean (Bruno Todeschini and Jérémie

. Renier), find further complications

o . when Sara (Louise Monat), Jean's
{Jemsh} first love turms to them for protection. To make
things worse, Jean's brother, a crooked opportunist,
sees potential profit in the secrets the three must keep.
= 2005, Directed by Christian Faure. French with English
subtitles. = Available December 5 from Picture This!
Entertainment (www.PictureThisEntertainment.com).
—Preview: E.D. —

bie, accusing him of

From plasma tus
to media Pooms....

New house? _
Redecorating?

et A e N |

| im gasure l

. TR g+ From outdoor Speakers

| carefully place a big TV here } f

| 1t el | to multiroom audio..
LA :

Our name says it all. Ifit is related to audio video

we can help with product selection and inslaliabion

..and do it with Slule.

2 New Homes Ready for Move-In
Built for a weekend getaway or year round living
Perfect for Entertaining

,ﬁy peeple just
Blike YOU

Boat Slip

3 Bedrooms, 3'/: Baths
2 Garages

2800 5q ft per Apprasal District
Huge Decks for

Entertaining
Large Lot
211 Tiki Dr.
*485,000
;5'00
Boat Slip " Clog 00s
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths s m’r i 4

2 Garages

2522 sq ft por Bulde
Huge Decks for
ntertaining

Covered Porch

1259 Hawaii
469,000

Junteer for an HIV
We're loking for some everyday peaple to vo
vaccine research study. You cant get HIV or AIDS from this vaccine.

To leam more, call (281) 333-2288 or (7 13) 528-8818.

Offered by Cade Walker Properties

www.ccstexas.com Mike Wheat 281-998-3200 | Darrell Carpenter 281-84
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The Original
Mexican Cafe

Sinee [916

Voted one of Top 75 Mexican
restaurants in Texas

2006 O~E oF THE BEsT
Mexican RESTAURANT GALVESTON
Thank you, OutSmart readers,
for your vote of support
and confidence.

“We think people like the friendly
home-like atmosphere they find at
The Original Mexican Café.”
— John Bannon, ouner
Mon - Fri § AM -9 PM
Sat & Sun 8 AM - 10 PM
1401 Market » Galveston Island
409/762-6001

JOLE!

Fone  Fonitsieo

Best Furniture Store

in Galveston
OutSmart Readers' Choice Awards 2006

“Thank vou OutSmart readers
for your votes and support.”

Ed Muncey
Interior Designer

38th and Broadway « Galveston
(409) 762-7821
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DVD/VHS

conhnued from page 58
Fixing Frank
Wi

" (Andrew Elvis Miller) is a journal-
ist happily involved in a six-year
* relationship with his boyfriend,
psychotherapist Jonathan Baldwin
(Paul Provenza). When Jonathan
asks Frank lo go undercover as a
pdl:ant and write an expose about Or. Arthur Apsey
(Dan Butler, Frasier), a therapist who claims he can
successfully change gays straight, Frank begins to
doubt himself and his partnership with Jonathan.
A psychological tug of war soon erupts between
the twa powerful doctors over the heart and mind
of Frank, = 2002, Directed by Michael Selditch.
Includes a commentary with Selditch and Butler,
who is openly gay. = From Genius Products (www.
geniusproducts.com). —Prewiew: T.C.

The Mnsﬂyummaus Social Life of Ethan Green
Based on the underground comic

I:}.ﬁw \ strip, Unfabulous Social Life cen-

| =

ters on Ethan (Daniel Letterle,
Camp), a 26-year-old professional
assistant and his boyfriend Kyle
i (Diego Serrano), a recently out
pro baseball player. Ethan's ex-
boyfriend Leo (David Monahan) threatens to sell the
house that Ethan lives in, setting in motion a series
of deceptions on Ethan's part to keep his house
and relationship with Kyle intact. = 2005. Directed
by George Bamber. = From Genius Products (www.
geniusproducts.com). —Preview: I.C.

OpenCam
When cruising the Internet, not
only can you catch a computer
virus, you can catch your death.
Manny (Andreau Thomas), a sexy,
controversial artist, hooks up with
men on WashingtonDick.com. But
people are dying. With a killing
spree at full throttle, Manny must reexamine his life
and relationships with suspicion and fear, as hunky
gay detective Hamilton (Amir Darvish) hunts down
the murderer. = 2005, Written and directed by Robert
Gaston. = Available November 14 from Wolfe Video
{(www.wolfevideo.com or 800/ GET-WOLFE).
—Preview: E.D.

Opentam

A Star Is Born
5 Thirty years have passed since
o Barbra Streisand produced, starred
b in, and picked up a slew of awards
T | for A Star s Borm. Heck, it probably
= % took 30 years just to grow that
_ perm out, To commemorate the
i~ fri-decade anniversary, the deluxe
DVD release includes additional scenes, wardrobe
tests, and commentary from Esther herself, as well
the remastered Dolby 5.1 soundtrack. Perfect for
holiday gifting. Available November 28 from Warner
Home Video (www.warnervideo). —Preview: N.F.

Title character Frank Johnston

~ The Paul Newman Coilection
The Marlon Brando Collection
Amajnr aggravation for those of us who coflect
classic films on OVD is when companies release
box sets that contain a mixture of must-have films
we'd just about kill to get, along with movies we've
already got in our collection. Sometimes the films are
sold separately and you don't need the set, but often
you can only get your stuff by buying the whole set
and you end up with duplications. Fortunately, all of
the films contained in The Marfon Brando Callection
and The Paul Newman Coffection, both new from
Warmer Home Video, are making their DVD debuts,
so diehard fans won't think twice about adding
them to their collections. . . . For some people the
most coveted item of the Brando set will be 1967's
campy Reflections in a Golden Eye, which seems to
have a reputation as a “gay film” simply because
Brando plays a southern army officer who falls in
love with a hot young soldier who happens to be
nekkid for most of the film. Personally, | think of it
as gay because Elizabeth Taylor spouts dialogue like,
“She cut off her nipples with the garden shears—do
you call that nawmal?” John Huston directed this
adaptation of Carson McCullers’ novel. Dther titles in
the Brando set are Julius Caesar (1953), Teahouse of
the August Moan (1856), and The Formula (1980).
Also included is the lavish 1962 remake of Mutiny on
the Bounty, included here as a 2-Disc Special Edition,
The Brando version of Bounty seems to have many
detractors and a few fans—count me in the latter
group. The film has gorgeous cinematography and
a thrilling score by Bronislau Kaper, and Brando's
Fletcher Christian seems twice as gay as that army
officer in Reflections in a Golden Eye. . . . The Paul
Newman set thankfully ignares obvious and already
available fitles like Hud and Coof Hand Luke and
instead gives us a few some of us have been begging
for. Personally, | go for The Left Handed Gun, whergin
an incredibly hunky young Newman portrays Billy the
Kid as a misunderstood kid who just has to kill people
when he's not making love to his gun, The film has a
definite homoerotic air about it (well dub, it's based
on a teleplay by Gore Vidal), and Hurd Hatfield's
performance as the hero-worshiping “Moultrie” must
be: seen to be believed. The Newman set also includes
1956's excellent Somebody Up There Likss Me, with
Newman portraying boxer Rocky Graziano (a role
originally intended for James Dean), as well as The
Young Philadelphians (1958), Harper (1966), Pocket
Money (1972), and The Mackintosh Man (1973). = The
Brando set is available November 7, the Newman set
November 14, both from Wamer Home Video (wwnw
warnervideo.com), —Review: Jack Varsi Il

Octavio Barrios, M.D.

SKIN Renaissance

LA SER CENWER

Non-Surgical Alternatives for Younger & Healthier Looking Skin

*Safe = No or Low Downtime = Littie to No Pain * Fast {most visits |ess than an houi)

THANK YOU

) Out¥ySmart
Readers!

For Voting Us Best
Cosmetic Skin Care
Center 2006!

Wrinkles » Rosacea = Faclal Sagging
Brown Spots/Blamishes » Face & Lag Veins
Laser Peel/Resurfacing = Tattoo Reduction

Hair Removal = Acne (active & scars)

Batox® « Restylane® « Sculptra ®= Radiesse™

One of the Best Thai Restaura-l;_t's'
OutSmart Readers Choice Awards 2006

“Thank you for your votes of confidence.”

ST A SENE (R4 BD

GLBT Friendly
Gay owned and operated.

The GoLden Room ReESTAURINT
Thai and Chinese Cuisine

1209 Montrose Blvd., Houston, Texas 77019
713.524. 9614

| 25* Anniversary, Jan 2007

Call for your FREE consultation.
713.942 SKIN (7546)

106 Westheimer at Baghy

See before and after pictures at

www.skinrenaissance.net Delivery and Catering Available

|
e
I

.I

off any new car
CHOICE AWARD 2006!
20403 INTERSTATE 45 NORTH * SPRING = TEXAS * JUST MINUTES FROM DOWNTOWN!

SPEI]I] $100 0 or mnre in Serume or Parts MAKE YOUR BEST DEA
0 / or ﬂﬂdy Shﬂ[l ﬂﬂd get 3500 and then present this coupon fo
0 fo Parts Elnd Lﬂlml' ! or truck negutlatlun
BEST AUI‘OMOI'IVE
DEALERSHIP READERS
SERVICE DEPARTMENT PARTS DEPARTMENT COLLISION CENTER
(281)719-3816 (281)713-3798 (281)719-3874
Visit Us 24/7 At PlanetFord.com
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Television
by Nancy Ford

THIS AIN'T NO ‘VERY BRADY CHRISTMAS’

The Great American Christmas takes a diverse look at the holiday

GrayHomelTeam.com

felon who attempts to build a traditional

Secluded, Romantic, Log Cabin
on 20 acres in the national forest,
60 miles from Montrose.

AT

Ask about our honeymoon spedials.

Christmas for his family in East L.A. as
he awaits sentencing. There is Dr. Robert
Anthony Schuller, the second-generation

pastor of the famed Crystal Cathedral, as

he and his wife, Donna, prepare for the
Baby Jesus’ birthday with their privileged
teens in Laguna Beach, California. And

| L::ht::ea:lam there is Shane, the New York City roman-

Panico (1) and tic who drives cross-country in a Budget
‘ Ted Trentman rental truck packed with all his worldly

realize that helongings to surprise his fiancée with the
| acceptance is areatest gift of all—himself
| {;ﬁt:ug? NN But most memaorable is an exeruciat-
I ingly realistic look at one gay couple, Ted ; 3
I and Drew, and the hoops they must jump D) For more information: |

| www.rivercreekranch.com TR JJ

through to ;_';IiJI accepltance—not just toler-

or call 713-392-2318 WWW.AJSLANDSCAPING.COM

ance—from Drew’s deeply homaphobic

Midwestern family. Their moving portrayal

is a lesson for potential PFLAG families

h, the season of love. Is there any
other period during the year when
amilies’ emotions—good, bad, and

The Great American Christmas
In it we meet Nate, who painstakingly
deals with his insufferable mother-in-law

everywhere.
Produced by Gary and Julie Auerbach
and ||:|r1':l|--[] E:.\- Howie Mandel, The Great

Spectacles

on Montrose
distinctive eyewear

American Christmas premieres Tuesday,
Nov. 28, 8 p.m., on UUSA Netwark with
replays on Nov. 28 and Dec. 2at 3 pm.,

badder—are so heightened? as he trains to qualify as a member of the

Revealing the intricacies of six very Olympic skating team. There are Cheryll
different American families and how they and Rod, an African American couple who

prepare for, endure, and hopefully enjoy host a Christmas dinner for 100 members and Dec. 3 at 8 a.m, Details: www.Outof

the holidays is the focus of USA Network’s

4317 montrose blvd
713.529.3937

of their families. There is Repo, a convicted theClosetTelevision.com.

The Other Quarter-Pounder

FX to focus on trans life with 4 oz

: Not a Turkey in the Bunch

Sundance Channel’s November line-up contains a cornucopia of queer programming

yan Murphy has an affinity for sharp in-

struments and their various applications.
Not only is he the creator of FX's insanely
popular Nip/Tuck, he also is the director
of Running with Scissors, which upumad in f'rf:rfa;ie.l\w:"g AIIr-frl-;lil frat ::?.-frlm car-
theaters just last month with the help of oAt ;t‘:: Feady s
executive producer Brad Pitt.

Next year, Murphy and Pitt collaborate
on yet another cutting-edge project, 4 oz,
focusing on the travails of a male-to-female
transgender sportswriter, her wife, and
two s0ns.

Four ounces, by the way, refers to the
average weight of a limpy. Watch for this
one to be sliced from the cast in episode
three. Mare: www.fxnetworks.com. ll

he Sundance Channel never lets us down when
it comes to homo-friendly programming, and
| this month is no exception. Flicks appearing on
our favorite alternative cable channel's November
schedule include Charles Busch's Die, Mommie,
Die! (2003); lvy Meerpol Washington insiders real-
ity series, The Hill, episodes 1-6 (2006); Lily Tom-
| lin and partner Jane Wagner's updated treatment
of The Incredible Shrinking Woman (1881); Gregg

Araki's Mysterious Skin (2005) and Nowhere
(1997); John Waters' Pink Flaminges (1972); and
Harvey Fierstein's Torch Song Trilogy (1988). So
muich to be thankful for!

Check local listings for airdates and times.
More: www sundancechannel.com.

Reata at River Oaks - 1/1 Conda

110k's

Lily Tomlin and Rick Baker

;' - 92 Dennis Lofis - Montrose - Open Sun. 2-5 - From $340K"
= - 6108 Hamman - New Single Family in Mem. Pk - $470k's
-1936 Fa Hyde Park, 3/3/2. $240

- 1235 Buckr \

For Lease in

visit us on the web for all of our listings.
Robert Gray 713.298.1481
[

o
2

BRUCE
1h!711dé1mu]0:2

Dana Gray 713.540.5379

Harvey Fierstein and Matthew Broderick

nfo desmed ral

NCAEDIELE
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GrooveOQut
by Gregg Shapiro

LESBIANS ROCK

A roundup of recent women-driven releases

Ithough the odds are getting slightly

better, out leshian musicians continue

to outnumber gay male musicians. In
this column alone, there are more than 20 (!)
CDs by queer women, most of which were
released since the middle of the year,

The title Despite Our Differences
(Hollywood) is fitting for the new Indigo
Girls record for many reasons, not the least
of which is that after nearly 20 years, Amy
Ray and Emily Saliers are no longer record-
ing for Epic. Also 5
worth noting is pro- r \
duction by hotshot, B
in-demand produc-
er and musician
Mitchell Froom.
And, in case you
migsed it, Saliers
curses on opening
track “Pendulum
Swingers.” Some
things that haven't
changed include
the gqueer duo’s in-
clusion of stellar
guest musicians,

GrooveOut Shorts
Scissor Sisters
Ta-Dah

If the Scissor Sisters’ 2004 debut
album was but a hint that they
might serve as the soundtrack
of the new gay disco generation,
then this album is a proclamation
of it. The ghost of Maurice Gibbs
has nested himself comfortably into the songwriting
synapses of these New York youths, who have argu-
ably perfected their layered, complicated marriage
of melodic influences to forge a dynamic sophomore
affort that easily, thoroughly eclipses the gual-
ity of their first. From UniversalMotown (www.umrg
.com). —Review: Lance Scoft Walker

Johnny Mathis

A 50th Anniversary Celebration

Half a century ago Johnny Mathis
became young America's Number
One choice of background music
for making out in the back of
Dad’s Chevy with your steady at
Lookout Paint. But chances are, if
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represented here by Pink,
Brandi Carlile, Greg Leisz, and
Froom's (and Suzanne Vega's)
daughter, Ruby. There are also
the alternating tunes, Ray’s
with a razor-sharp rock edge
and Saliers’ rolling like waves
lapping at the shore.
Cutting-edge, all-female
gueer band Erase Errata’s [at-
est disc, Nightlife (Kill Rock
Stars), correctly
serawls dance beats
over punk c¢runch.
Think The Slits
crossed with Gang
of Four, and add a dash of Le Ti-
gre, Bracketed h_\ the “dark cruis-
ing” of “Cruising” to the garbled
gallop of “Nightlife,” the album is
permeated by a duskiness, which
can also be experienced on “An-
other Genius Idea From our Gov-
ernment,” “Tax Dollar,” “Rider,”
< and “Wasteland (In A...)."
One of the best and most
3 eritically landed albums of 2006

the suits who discovered him had known Johnny is gay,
his first record would have been released around the 12th
of never. But maybe not . . . it's not for me to say, From
Columbia/ Legacy (www.legacyrecordings.com),
—Preview: Nancy Ford

lulie Loyd

All That You Ask For

Fans of womyn's music with a “y"
will enjoy this live acoustic solo
album, recorded from Loyd’s shows
in those famous lesbian meccas,
Narthampton and Asheville. Fiercely
out, she even sings and strums
about her experience kissing girls—with eyes wide open,
at that—without the pretense of ambiguous pronouns. Love
that. More: www julieloyd.com. —Review: N.F

Audra McDonald

Build a Bridge

“I just choose material that moves
me." Such was McDonald's criteria
for including selections from John
Mayer (“My Stupid Mouth"), Randy
Newman ("l Think It's Going to Rain
Today"), and others on her first solo

Original voice: Holly Near

15 Mythologies by
renowned gueer jazz
diva Patricia Bar-
ber [read an inter-
view in “GrooveOut,”
October QuitSmart].
Barber isn’t alone in
the jazz field. Out
vocalist Karen Blixt
is joined by a stel-
lar line-up of musi-
ciang including Joey
eFrancesco, Rus-
sell Ferrante, Buddy
< Montgomery, and
Alex Acuna on Spin
This (HiF1). Beginning with the dizzying Jon
Hendricks/Count Bagie composition “Swin-
gin' the Blues” and continuing through her
takes on standards by Cole Porter, Rodgers
and Hammerstein, Mereer, and Van Heusen,
Monk, and Miles, as well as her own tunes,
Blixt is sure to make your head spin with de-
light. Known as the anly voealist in Billboard
history to have two albums chart on both the
traditional and contemporary jazz charts at
the same time, Marilyn Scott returns —+

recording in four years. These choices, plus McDon-
ald's impeccable interpretation, explain why Houston
Grand Opera fans were likewise moved earlier this
year when she debuted in Francis Poulenc's La Voix
Humaine. From Nonesuch (www.nonesuch.com).
—Preview: N.F.

Andrew Lloyd Webher
Divas

ALW galled on some of his hest-
% est diva friends for this 15-cut,
G? pure-gold-wrapped-in-platinum-

dipped-in-chocolate compilation

1 VA S of his Broadway hits: Brightman,

Buckley. Close. Elliman. Lupone.

Madonna. Streisand. What the heck else do you need to

know? From Decca Broadway (www.deccabroadway
.com). —Preview; N.F.

Sarah Brightman

Biva: The Singles Collection

This callection of 14 contemporary stage tunes vocal-
ized by the premiere soprano is perfect background
music for your tasteful Sunday brunches. Particularly
flawless are Andrew Lloyd Webber's “Pie Jesu" and
"Who Wants to Live Forever' Brightman-philes —+

spice UP your next party
with our regional Indian cuisine!

Our specialty is authentic dishes from Goa...

IV make wmone Viudeloo!

Chef Credentials: Born in India, owned & operated restaurants in
Houston and graduate of the Culinary Academy in San Francisco

For catering information, contact Ashley at 713-875-8985.

Adrian’s Kitchen Catering/Bayou Fish & More, 8540 Beechnut, Houston, Texas 77036

Levada Barnett

l_'lcwember 8 _f(on_i B-_-jH

ntinuing support of w

ART

VEWING

 WINE TASTING

$2 U CALL IT)
I-11PM,
REGISTER TO
WIN AM i-Pod
NAMO AND
T-SHIRT
GIVE-AWAY . |

GUAVA LAMP
EIGHT YEAR
MMNIVERSARYIL S

ALL AT ko
y/

chancesbar.com myspace.com/chancesclub
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with Tmnnocent of Nothing (Prana Enter-
tainment). Like the Blixt offering, Scott’s dise
features Russell Ferrante, as well as George
Duke, Patrice Rushen, Vinnie Colaiuta,
and others. Similarly, Scott’s disc includes
standards by Monk and
Dylan as well ag numer
ous co-compositions,
After a couple of jazz-
influenced albums Mila
Drumke returns to the
experimental folk-pop
of her earlier recordings
on Radiate (Little Pro).
Those who were first
smitten with her because
of her gong “Someone,”
originally heard in the
movie Go Figh, ought to be
pleased with thig album
and songs such as “Days

GrooveQut Shorts (200557 "

: will be thrilled to know this CD
'is just a tease toward its DVD
N companion, the 21-cut Diva: The
 Video Callection. Dare you not to
noosebump. From Angel Records
f (www.angelrecords.com), More:
www.sarah-brightman.com, —Review: N.F.

Yolanda Adams

The Essential Yolanda Adams

F’ Houston’s own chart-topping gos-
pel diva knows her God stuff and
has 11 top-10 albums, two Grammy
Awards, and seven Stellar Awards
to prove it. This double-CD collec-
tion of contemporary inspirational
tunes offers more than two hours of remastered holy
hits, From Legacy Recordings (www.legacyrecordings
.com). —Preview: N.F.

Andy Mullen

I Wish My Name Were Jack

i Putting the blue in bluegrass,
| wils this former English middle-school
| teacher is getting a reputation as
| “folk music's newest smartass.” If
i Rufus Wainwright and Leon Red-
L bone had a baby, nof only would it
be biologically remarkable, but it would also likety sound
a lot like Andy Mullen. Whimsically enjoyable. Mare:
www andymullenmusic.com. —Review: N.F

Paul McCartney

Ecce Cor Meum

Did you even know that Paul McCartney made classic
music? This is actually his fourth such venture since
1991, and it's been eight years in the making. McCart-
ney was commissioned by Magdalen College Oxford to
compose this piece for the opening of a new concert hall,
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Headspinner: Karen Blixt

Go By,” “My Big Holiday,” and
“T Think the Spring.”

On her fourth studio al-
bum, Another Kind of Fire
(ediecarey.com), Edie Carey
demonstrates why she is an
in-demand performer. In the
tradition of Dar
Williams, her
songs strike auni-
versal chord, her
voicing 1s sooth-
ing, vet strong,
and the arrange-
ments never fail to
have an emotional
impact. Songs such as “Bonfive,”
*My Heart,” *“Without a Fight,”
and "Hollywood Ending” quahfy

her generation.
As you might have guessed,
there are more than a few folk

PANIL MCARTS and he came through in epic fashion
What resuits is a piece that sounds
like equal parts movie soundtrack,
opera, and church music. In fact,
about the only hint that a Beatle even
wrote this passage is the inclusion of

trumpets, which sound like something straight off of Sgt.
Pepper. The trumpets'll get you every time. From EMI
Classics (www.emiclassics.com). —Review: LS.W.

Sarah Mclachlan

Mirrorball: The Complete Concert

In 1989, after her much-lauded “Lilith
Fair: A Celebration of Women in Mu-
sic,” Sarah MeLachlan launched the
Mirrorball tour, spawning a highly-ac-
claimed live CO and DVD. This issue
of Mirrorball is: fully remastered by
McLachlan herself, making it better than chocolate and
ice cream. So good it furts to listen. From Arista Records
(www.arista.com). —Review: N.E

Arielle Dombasie

C'est si bon

This collection from French favorite
Dombasie is heavy with lounge
act classics made famous by folks
like Marlene Dietrich (“Boys in the
Backroom" ), Marilyn Monroe (“This Is
a Fine Romance"), and Dean Martin
{"Relaxez-Vous"). Destined to become a go-to CO for
fundraising drag performers—not a bad destiny, in the
least, From SONY BMG France. More: www.ariellenyc
.oom, —Preview: N.F

Basement Jaxx

Crazy Itch Radio

Banjo house. That's all you need to know. To know that
there's an album out now that can boast just such a genre
on their record—that should be plenty enough for you.
The BJaxx continue on their brilliant, innovative journey

Wanderlight: Diane Waik

Carey as the Shawn Colvin of

singers among these
women. Katie Sawick-
ie’s aptly named For the
Quiet (Bend) is a gen-
tle collection of acoustic
tunes. Recorded live in
her project studio over the
course of a 13-hour period,
Kim Char Meredith’s 40
Years (Passionate Wom-
en) is a disc she likens to
the dream of being at a
gathering and realizing
that vou aren’t wearing
anything. With a little
less hype and fanfare to
got in the way, Dryland (Sad Rabbit) by
Chris Pureka is an assured and mature
effort of musical and literary merit. And don't
forget about Anne Stott's six-song EF. Un-
titled Mind (astootmusic.com), and Second
Narrows (jackiestrano) by musician and
leshian porn filmmaker Jackie Strano.

4 of past years with a typical sense
-;' of unpredictability at every tum.
" Lats of female vocals pepper this
~» one, along with production that
%, continues to elude reference o

* previous accomplishments by
anyone, anywhere, From XL (www.xlrecordings.com).
—Review: LS W

Thea Gilmore
Harpo’s Ghost
Heralded by USA Today as “the
most provocative songwriter 1o
emerge from England in years,”
this Gilmore girl's lyrics pack
a wallop reminiscent of Alanis
Morrisette or Joan Osborne, only
darker. Particularly outstanding is “Red, White and
Black,” penned after Gilmare toured with another Joan—
Baez—whose influence is readily heard. From Sanctuary
Records (www.sanctuaryrecordsgroup.com).
—Review: N.F

Jessica Simpson

A Public Affair

Tuna and whiney ex-husbands
aside, Jessica Simpson has carved
out a respectable niche for herself
as a reliable pop singer. For this,
her fifth album, Simpson teams
with mega-producers Jimmy Jam
& Terry Lewis and others, dominating MTV's Total Re-
quest Live Top 5 since its early summer release. Catchy
little ditties. From Epic Recards (www.epicrecords.com).
More: www jessicasimpson.com. —Review: N.F

Check out more
GrooveOut previews at
www.DutSmartiagazine.com

ABIENA

Eh

IWARDIS THE

v

Holly Near, one of the original voices
from the women’s music movement, has
returned with Show Up (Calico Tracks). As
political as ever, Near gets necessary points
across on originals such as “Somebody’s Jail,”
“Family Band,” and “I Am Willing,” as well
as via the additional lyrics she wrote for Eric
Schwartz's very queer “Hattie and Mattie.”
Near also chose songs by Cheryl Wheeler
(“Gandhi/Buddha™}, Jackson Browne (“Lives
in the Balance™), and Laura Love (*] Want
You Gone Too"), to further get her peace and

Justice message across.

Out rockers certainly have a place in
the queer women's music community. Fast
Moving Dream (lingmusic.com) by Ling,
Wonderlight (Shinytown) by Diane Ward,
Hand on the Stove (Pommier) by Liz Clark,
Cry Merey (lindanunez.com) by Nunez, The
Best of Life (BNL) by Deb Barber, and
Maoving On (jenporter.com) by Jen Porter,
run the gamut of rock styles.

Queer female musicians also know that
there are leshians (and gay men) who love to
dance. Kinnie Starr is well aware of that
fact, and her politically conscious blend of
dance beats and hip-hop style delivery (i.e
“Rock the Boat”) is sure to get every party
(political or otherwise) in motion with her
new album, Anything (Maple Music). Nicky
Click, a Scream Club follower, speaks her
on You're Already a Member (Crunks Not
Dead). On Do You Have a Lover? (sandra-
grace.tripod.com) Sandra Grace serves up a
straightforward set of dance club tunes

Gregg Shapiro is a past recipient of the annual
OutMusic award that recognizes contributions
i

GLBT performers.

THEY ARE A CAMERA

njs

q Joel Gibb of
| The Hidden
Cameras

Thu Hidden C featuring
ay front man Joel Gibbs, per-

form in Houston at The Mink on
November 21, The Toronto-based pop-
sters are touring in support of their

new rel AWOO (Arts & Crafis).

by non-musicians in furthering the work of

OHN CONROY

aphy

/13:542-8277

www.varsityproductions.com
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journalistic impartiahty throughout

ReadOut

by Rich Arenschieldt

BEYOND THE BLAME GAME

The new book Body Count takes a historical look at 25 years of AIDS

oinciding with the 25th anni-
versary of the initial Centers
for Disease Control reports

of what we now know to be AIDS,
Peter Gill's new book, Body Count:
Fixing the Blame for the (Global AIDS
Catastrophe, provides an interesting
surmisal of worldwide factors contrib-
uting to the current pandemic.

As a journalist specializing in
world affairs, Gill has expertise in
both media and public health. While
working with the BBC, he eoordinated
a major HIV public awareness cam-
paign in India that was so innovative
its television ads were banned by the
government. His book (published by
Profile Books Ltd.) could easily be
on¢ of those works where readers
believe they know its conclusions
before they start the book's preface.
Gill befuddles this dangerous simplic-
ity by taking a broader view, delving
deep into specificity, and maintaining

his exploration
Though brief (2
back), Body Count covers an immense

02 pages in paper-

amount of material and F‘n'u\,’i(]t'-ri a

Sl i

coneige and intriguing perusal of epi-
demiological, economic, religious, and
political factors impacting HIV, the
leading cause of microbial death in the
world today. Gill's historical commen-
tary is valuable in that many of those
he interviews have been involved with
the epidemic since its genesis. This
perspective enables readers to glean
the intimate views of experts who, with
varying degrees of success and regret,
are able to examine their own actions,
benefiting from 20/20 hindsight.

In spite of its profound-
ly dreary title, Body Count
offers some fascinating
and uplifting vignettes

regarding those who
have chosen (or been
chosen) to play a piv-
R otal role in forming
their local, national,
and international
HIV/AIDS policies. —

Cover versions: The cover of the U.S, edition
of Body Count (above, left) is less confron-
tational than the U.K. edition (inset), which
pins responsibility for the AIDS pandemic
with its in-your-face cartoon.

Tk |

KELLER WILLIAMS

METROPOLITAN

www.RichardHill.com

RICHARD HILL

A Team of 3 Former

Harris County Prosecutors

ReadOut Shorts

Wide Awake
David Levithan
Alfred A. Knopf Books for Young Readers
(www.randomhouse.com/teens)
“What are you willing to do for
* * something you believe in?" Levithan's
>* latest tells the story of what happens
when the opposing party tries to
ot steal the election from the first gay,
oo Jewish president-elect. This story
_ captures the hope of young people,
shows civil disobedience at its finest, and presents a
future that really could happen based on where we
are today. This one is a real page-turner,
—Review: Angel Curtis

Overcoming Crystal Meth Addiction

Steven 1. Lee, M.D.

Marlowe & Company (www.marlowepub.com)
This comprehensive book is for anyone dealing with
the use, personal or otherwise, of methamphat-
amine. If you are using, harm-reduction technigues
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will heip you stay as safe as possible.
If you are addicted, this book will be a
| valuable resource for becoming (and
staying) clean. If you are worried about
friends and loved ones, this book will
help you discuss their use in a produe-

] tive way. Here is accurate and acces-
sible mfnrmatmn for all of us. —Review: A.C.

Transgender Rights
Edited by Paisley Currah, Richard M. Juang,
and Shannon Price Minter
Univ. of Minnesota Press (www.upress.umn.edu)
_______ In the past when people have asked ques-
* tions about transgender civil rights, | have
sent them to www.transgenderlegal.com
to read the "Cider House Rules” article,
RIGHTS or the “History of ICTLEP" of the Houston
Press article. Now, | can point them to
T Transgender Rights as well. Transgender
Rights is a compilation of 15 articles by authors who are
each either transgendered themselves or who possess a
long history with the community. These articles include
law, history, and politics. In the appendix is the visionary

TRANSGENDER

1986 “International Bill of Gender Rights”" | personally
know, respect, and have marched with, presented
with, or otherwise collaborated with over half of the
contributors. | hold them in very high respect. If you
want to understand transgender rights, this is the book
for you. —Review; Phyllis Randolph Frye

Tab Hunter Confidential: The Making
of a Mavie Star
Tab Hunter, with Eddie Muller
Algonguin Books (www.algonguinbooks.com)
In the tradition of the national bestsell-
ers Million Dolfar Mermaid, by Esther
Williams, and A Shattered Love, by
Richard Chamberlain, comes openly
gay Tab Hunter's candid, entertaining,
and eye-opening autobiography (now in
paperback). Hunter reveals what it was
like to be a 1950s-gra star—to be created, packaged,
and sold to the American public, shaped and controlled
by the studio system that ran Hollywood until the 1970s.
Hunter also discloses his on- and off-screen relation-
ships, including one with Anthony Perkins.

—Preview: Troy Carrington Il

on YOUR Side

« DWI « ASSAULT

* DRUG CHARGES

* INDECENT EXPOSURE
* ENTRAPMENT

CAPITAINE
SHELLIST &
WaARREN, LLP

A LEGAL TEAM APPROACH

405 Main Street, Suite 1050
Houston, Texas 77002

= el P

Major Cradit Cards Accepted

Your Freedom and Rights are at stake.
Call us immediately at 713.715.4500

or visit us online at www.CSWLegalTeam.com
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Customer Service. ..

Still Exists! 1 Robert
e, Sneligrove
; Imsw-acp

 True Se’ff Transitions®
A Program ﬁr Personal Growth

Counseling for -
* Individuals < Couples ~ < Families  * Groups

A panoply of interviewees abounds, and their
scope may surprise and astonish readers,
Among them is former Zambian president
Frederic Chiluba, whose 1991-2002 tenure
in office coincided with what Gill labels The
Lost Decade of AIDS in Africa. With unusual
candor, Chiluba accepts responsibility for

Counselor - Psychotherapist
Enod Gray, LCSW, CSAT unselor « Psye anera__jtm

4200 Montrose Blvd., #540.  Houston, Texas 77006
www: frueselftransitions.com
713 522-7014, ext 4

Specializing in sexual addiction, codependency, trauma recovery & family of origin issues. by most as “The Shit from a bandit's horse” R AN 4200 MONTROSE + SUITE 540

into a crusader whose efforts helped shape

his nation’s deplorable inaction regarding 3 ' e
the disease. Conversely, Brazilian prosti- p - i i 713.522.7014

tute-turned-activist Gabriela Leite tells of
: : : www.robertsnellgrove.com
her transformation from a woman viewed

national and international health policy. So
Feeli“g anxious? Overwhelmed? significant was her involvement that Brasil

- subsequently refused millions in Ameriean
Still haven’t found “it”? Let’s talk.

are welcome

HIV-prevention funding rather I.h:-_n ae- St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
cept its accompanying conditional ban on W
= Relationships and Family hoslieation raditiona

| orship &8 1 RS, Ty :

» Post-Traumatic Stress Contrasting the actions of specific in- : : WL 5501 Main at Binz/Bissonnet

« Depression, Anxiety, Bipolar Disorder dividuals, Gill illuminates institutional for in the Museum District
involvement within the epidemie. His ONE OF THE BEST DENTISTS contemparary

; gy : S . rs’ Choice ]
examination of politics and policy spans o llli;!all*{(?:%(i{aﬁtllﬂlle people Sunday Worship 8:30, 9:45, 11:05 a.m.

D. Scott Sl;anl&y Ms, LM':T, LPC four U.S. presidencies, two papacies, and
- L] j :

v = numerous other tenures of leadership, In
' 281-960-3991 * mftshrink@yahoo.com !

1458 Campbell Road, Suite 250A

Houston, Texas 77055 = Fax. 713-467-6532 missteps and provides unexpected, though

Insurance Accepted

“Thank you for your votes and confidence.” : ? Sunday School for all ages 9:45 a.m.

this recounting, Gill reaches some interest- Wednesday Holy Communion 12:15 p.m

ing eonclusions about crucial bureaucratic

| 711.892.0&97
wwwsthaulshouston. org 713-528-0527

: T = ) .
qualified, accolades for more recent govern Voted as one of Houston’s

mental ;*.-.-m-i}lh_:.-. . . : | TOP DENTI‘STS
Overall, Body Count provides much more 2004 * 2005 * 2006

. S : - than a simplistic timeline of events regarding
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’ Houston area CDmmunity Services offers major factors that prevented our world from - e 1

effectively manag

—QutSmorf Recders'

ing this pandemic sinee its

wmdsm f"h‘)tt HlV & STD tesung SEFWCES Derformec' discovery a quarter century ago. What Gall - -9

; by certified counselors between 1 - 3 every adroitly chronicles is how multitudinous i Cod SR
{ ; and disparate actions of those in different
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rhﬂﬂhgwiﬂg! confidential. No appointment TIECE:SSE!W." and, in some cases, effective control of HIV siekientiing St ta S ntaied s
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miection
Body Count should interest many in the s
world, especially the youngest inhabitants
of the current GLBT demographic. During
Fum“' Practice * HIV Care their nubile lifetimes, AIDS has been por-
Il'lhl'l“ll Me‘"tiﬂe traved largely as a domestic success story,
something that affects individuals in loca-
| Sllaﬂmn Ro khrﬂdﬂl} MoDo tions beyond America's sphere of influence
| and resources. Many of Generation Y and :

younger have no knowledge of the trials and
tribulations that precipitated current effec

tive treatments and services ORY - ¥y R iy
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i mimmti| | oo Alsro || T13.942.8598 1\ 0 sovwesme e
Ind end 4th smrdm of each manth events schedul December 1. e T I - I | - ¥4 s { /] ‘
www.corylogandads.com 713-825-5618 ~chamber
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by Sally Sheklow

FLAMING FLAGS

Sally knows that the right likes to pair GLBT folk and flag burners

v, we had a newsy summer. | would
say Rush Limbaugh's Viagra bust
took the Comedic Muse prize.

Yes, ves, we all hoped he would face stiff

penalties and do hard time—good ol’ LIMP-
baugh, what an upstanding guy,
Har har.
Then we had Congress’ frisky
roll in the hay with their two
hot Constitutional amendments
Thank Goddess, those bans on gay
marriage and flag burning failed. Whew!
But don't get too comfy. You can bet vour
rainbow bumper sticker that America’s
queer-hating flag-wavers aren't appeased
Soon as the Hl-im-'liu"uh need another wedge
issue to muster far-right fervor, they'll be
baaaack.

And oh, how the dber-conservatives

v to trot out 1!||-1" two 1.1'-|;! '.\r'||_:_'i|'.- as ||E'

defending the flag and the sanctity of mar

riage is the magic combo that will distract

(;Z\va lon

SCHOOL OF MASSAGE

voters from the sorry state of health care and
education and the horrors in Darfur, Not to
mention [raq. Or global warming

[ wonder if the simultaneous trashing

of queers and flag burning is part of a mas

Hello. My name is Butch, and

I'm a flag burner.
R L P S O RS U T B e S

terminded sinister strategy. We're used to
hearing bigots justify discrimination against
GLBT people by lumping our sexuality in
with ,'H'flt||l|1|||;|. J}i'i_\l{zill].\. and IJL-HH.'*.'f'.l_\.
At least when they call us perverts, we get
where they're coming from. But lumping us
in with flag burners? What's up with that?

Don't get me wrong, I don't have a prob-
not that I know any.

lem with Aag burners

But it'’s not as if they're oppressed. Nobody

has to advocate for their rights. Unless you

“Might & Day Classes
starting November 13,
2006

Night, Day & Weekend
Classes starting again on
January 12th & 22nd
2007

Clases en Espanol

Intern Massages $35

WWW. AVALONMASSAGESCHOOL.COM 71 3-333-525

Pet Sitting 9

IN THE HEIGHTS

This s nat o model!
Lucy is an actual client!

Experienced = Bonded = Professional = References
Competitive Rates: $24/day or $12 per visit,

P.S. in the Heights

Special 25% Cash, or New Client Discount!

713-869-3698

noe y ; T
I.’.r'.ll-'.lir.' arc ‘;'J.f'l".'l'.r;(.',

ecount the ACLL. Or the first amendment.

Jut let's get real. Other than a mean
':__"!illl"t' r‘!'H”'I rjll [ 1 i"‘-IIJ'I]r']' H " Waver h["li
and there, what problems do flag burners
face, anyway? There's no flag-burner closet

Admitting who they are 12 no hig
issue. When was the last time vou
heard a rumor that some major
celebrity or politician or White
House correspondent might be a
flag burner?

But what if being lumped in with us by
the hate-mongers makes flag burners feel
the need for T]wir own support groups? Can
you imagine:

Hello. My name is Buteh, and I'm a flag
hurner.

I first noticed the urge when I was a little
kid. I'd go up into the attic with my best
but we didnt actually
DO anything, not till much later, anyway.

In .".l,-'lgf,' school someone said it was sick —»

Tami C. Pierce
Attorney at Law

Adoptions, Wills & Trusis,
Powers of Attorney, Probate,
Criminal Law & Wrongful Death.

281-723-0373

piercelegal @aol.com.

Open Invitation!

Social and business networking
with other Houston professionals

Tuesday 11/14

Dinner Social at Cafe Adobe
Jerry Atwood performs!

Call today
to make your reservation

Executive

Association of Houston

832.439.4012

Info@EPAH.org * EPAH.org

Sunday celebrations with Rev.
Dr. Jesse Jennings, weekly at 9 and
11am, with children’s classes at 11am

i
Coming to Creative Life !
|

Casual, fun, real. Pancake breakfast, |
Nov. 5, 10am. |

Prosperity Study Group with |
Barbara Baldwin and friends: a live- |
ly discussion on drawing success ‘
and abundance into our lives. |
Wednesdays, 5:15 to 6:45pm. |
|
|
|

"Open You" is our midweek cele-
bration of life, with inspiring ideas
for effective, passionate and cre-

ative living. Wednesdays, 7-8:15pm.

Thanksgiving Eve gratitude
service, Wednesday, Nov. 22, 7pm

A Course in Miracles discussions,
7pm Thursdays with Bill MacKenzie.

5326 Spring-Stuebner Road,

2 biocks east of Gosling between |
|-45 (exit 70A) and Kuykendahl
Sunday celebrations - 9 & 11am
Creative Life fire Jennings, D.0.,

Spiritval Center|  Founding Minister

www.creativelife.org = 281 350 5157

Buy Curious!?

Know what you can buy before you shop for
a home with our Free Pre-Approval Service

Free Home Appraisal

with new loan purchase*

* Refinance/Cash Out

* New Construction Financing
* -0- Down Payment Options

* No Income Verification Loans

Cody Grizzoffi

TOP PRODUCER
Ovar $28 Million Loans Closed in 200

ASK ABOUT DUR
10-DAY CLOSING GUARANTEE*

L‘TP‘ C | i Branch Manager—River Oaks

: Countrywide Home Loans
HOME LOANS 810

0 Waugh Drive, Suite 101, Houston, TX 77019
Easy. Really. Call 832-541-1103

Cody_Grizzoffi @ countrywide.com
hitp:/ fhome countrywide. com/ codygrizzoffi

Patrick Summiers,

CMficiad Ainfine
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It's almost that time again...

a————— N 4 @

...Time 1o start thinking about personalized gifts and greetings for
the holidays. Greeling cards, invitations, custem not :
t-shirts... and new this year, your photos printed on canvas!

So, start going through those photos
’ and dreaming up the perfect gifi
Then ask us how we can make this

a season 1o remember

COPY CENTER/COMPUTERS/INTERNET BAR

HOSTING Voice: (713) 826 - 1140

WEB DESIGN

I LOVE DOING WEBSITES
WWW.ILDW.COM

PAY PER CLICK MANAGEME

1320 Hawthorne

SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMIZATION Houston, Texas 77006

BECOME A PEACEFUL WARRIOR
QHOBU AIKIDO QELF PEFENQE INSGTITUTE

PROTECT OTHERY

ced Classes
Weapons, Medilation & Atemi Seminars

1320 Hawthorne
Area)

Mon
: 713.818.2306
WWW.GHOBUAIKIPOHOUGTON.COM

74 NO
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continued from page 72

to think about it all the time, so I told my
counselor. I guess that was the wrong person
to confide tn. Said she had a "moral and
religious” problem with i, told my parents,
and all hell broke loose, They were going to
throw me out of the house unfess I agreed to
go to one of those camps,

Camp just made it more intense. 1
thought abowt it morning and night. EVERY
morning and night. Day in and day out, up
the pole, down the pole—it was torture!

Then I went to college. Whoa bov. Talk
about temptation. In my dorm lots of people
discussed if, right out in the open. Said it
was nothing to be ashamed of.

I knew by then not to mention that kind
of talk to my parents. They were already
convineed college was filling my head with
rebellious ."r.J'f'H.k. A ."fl' IIIH.'(-IL t been |'r|".Jt|'l' this
all my life. [ puess d have to say Iwas born
this way, but I also choose it. I choose to be
myself and not be ashamed.

Hey, wait a minute! I get the picture.
Same-sex couples actually do have some-
thing in common with flag burners. And not
just because the Bushies ean terrify voters
with how both groups threaten America's
children and the moral fabric of our country.
This 15 about the very freedom the flag is
supposed to stand for. I mean if we aren’t
free to express ourselves, what kind of a
country is this?

Somebody hand me a lighter.

Sally Sheklow recetved both ,-'n'r.-.’ and second-
laee honors in the magazine column category
in the 2005 Houston Press Club Lone Star
Awards. She 1|l-'?|'-'!'l"' tes a regular segment,
“That Time of the ,'l-."-'-ri.f.".' "fo .h' Air ll”'l

radio affiliate in Eugene, Oregon

ATTENTION:

GAY & LESBIAN PARENTS

Do you have the guide
to good parenting?

IF SO, WE HAVE A
TEST FOR YOU!

Research shows that 1w @ million chilidren
in the 1S, have at least one gay parent and
there are 156,000 homesexual households.

Let's test your parenting skills
today by participating in a study
about Gay & Lesbians
raising children.

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!

Please email Deborah
dm2355@ hotmail.com

If vou are interesied in participating

VEMBER 2006 OutSmart

OCTOBER 20 - DECEMBER 2

TICKETS: $25, $20 Seniors & Students
THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS & PM, SUMDAYS 1:30 PM
* Due to adult content THE FULL MONTY is not recommended lor children.

FOR TICKETS, GROUP RATES & INFORMATION CALL etc AT
409-762-3556 OR B77-762-3556.

www.islandetc.org
2001 postoffice st, galveston

GALVESTON ISLAND AT ITS BEST
UNDERCURRENT And Its Staff

"F“
Best Club for Illl_!ulng

Place to see Male Dancers
t Place to Shoot Pool

g Bes'l Haoppy Hour
'l"esﬁ, Entertainers & Bartenders

7 DAYS

2409 Market, Galveston, TX 77550 = 409.750.857|
Check our Web site for our daily specials & weekend party themes

www.undercurrentgalveston.com

i Sand "N Santa,
New Years, too...

Rent a Galveston
beach house for
the holidays

Galveston beach
house rentals
and sales

800.880.2554 || Mol gaqui=s

Give the gift of Laughter!
JOE SEARS JASTON WILLIAMS in

Dec. 12-17, 2006
The Grand 1884 Opera House - Galveston

For Tickets: 1 '800-821 '1 894

e Online: WWw.thegrand.com e
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et AL
- Calendar ... TR | omant

Pool Service
Deadline for OutSmart’s December issue is 5 p.m., Friday, November 10. I o

i INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING:

5iSyWestheim

713-524-78!

NOVEMBER Park, 71 vr" 0, Tues. 3—7pm & Sun ol |u few lines of info about your event; : Keeping pools blue is what we do.
2—Epm (Matthew) ..-'\II .Stnr Nc_lws and from dofe/time; cost: lacation/address: § 171 [Sat)
Puliy |"\-'10'|‘.-.h|i Y.deo Flnpowm-ﬂ':-i 15 ] y |crgunizn!ion name; AND two phone I\ll'{:—uh‘r.'e Bo?ked! he f (7 -' 3) 503'9784
HIV TESF'"S- f iL» T homas Street 2l 3863 /878, |' ! numbers—one for OutSmart to reach fair, "Booked,” feat
LA is atienng FREIOINE | DM B GA sk Brazos River . ! | you for questions and one for OuiSmart " : <
edto  Bottom, 2400 15-8:30 pm. Info: 713 readers to get more info on your event. : Full service I:"]U! ClBEnIIIg & repair
1€ e Ihurs, Bpr I Weekly (Saturday:) Mail info to: QuiSmart Magazine, AL
tic & cking 817 Saving Animals parine: Ty | 3406 Audubon Place, Houston 77006, M| ]
testing f Houston 1o Faxinfoto:713/522-3275. Emailinfo collectible Book Fai - One-time
Street d to: calendar@outsmartmagazine.com. seniors. | .
4157 or 713/873-4026 (Dernis). For more info: 713/830-3000 | e take place | NO LISTINGS CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER 1324 West Clay Waugh a - Bi-monthly
Daily (5un -Fri | it Saturday from THE DEADLINE DATE—FRIL, NOV. 10. 13/522-4652 or www.printingmuiseum.of
HIV Testing. Planned Parey - : 13& 14 | - Weekly %mavﬁ;fiﬂar
iers free anonymaou Sile [+ + -
savinganimals.org. H - Special Occassions Saturday '“ﬁm'ﬁm“?'
Monthly (Toe:doy) 1444 - . ? Subay U8 - B & Walk Ins OKE
The Houston SPCA Pet Loss Sup- Arena, 901 Town & Count v Wi .
& Fr. 10pm~1am {Rho 13/831.654 port GFDUP provid 1 professional 6=8 |Mon.—Wad.| wriety of musicians from azz artists 1 - ) ——
Mary's, Naturally, 1 = 81, Greenspomt facilitated, supperti Toy a Red Ribbon 'round the Old ind Roy Hargrove to hip-hop innovato L T .
ol dballesgnoad it , o e el e s e Ul Specmltz!ng L
town Spa. 3100 Fannin, 713/522-2379, ‘ (AFH), hostsits 12 Blue N Foos ERPSTS VS Pesonality-Guided
Tues pm-1am (Carlos), Wed. 10pm—  281/342-3950, Stafford: 281/4 i Ross. Resenvations 713/524-5050 | [yl MicHAEL G. DEVo1l
. lar 1) . 10pm—tam (Qu ) WQekly:’-'--.r'--j.J.r\l Sra.cor py i M.Epn,, LPC
{ Rmcnrff 15 Falrview: 713/521:279 I. Depression & Bipolar Support i i ."'& 18'-r-. 4 Sar) 3 : ...'}B{U?SE every =
Ved, Ppm—17ar h Inergy/ Group, Don't let depression or bipolar iTu Tienes Mi CORazon! Several Dancers re person 1s unique |
Mango LE.i-unge EFCA | ..- oy -Rocl Pocrriir tea i wresents the Houston premiere of CORE Performance 3 I
3/660-731( pm-t2am (Car- | formance. Corazan Abrenco | (HENREETMIVER TR

I DE | I | DE yoL al o a 1 the i DOrtE celebrates aifference in-a vy : DrTnator T miitirmeada = 1
losy: 1415 Bar & Grill 14 Califomia, hadows Benng Support Network helg Bth anmversary with a WWEASE 1T ift droy ff e Richard Graber at eart L Dance Jipture, videc A PUSIC COUNSELlNC SER\”CES
s Al o | Thos i Thest 1P cereEl Gl o et mernbers 2 well 3s farmer  ARHL 2t 713/623-6796; = 4 or wi  interwoven in a celebration of the culture of the | MUMLUNGIG=IGE

I~ U0C Urs. 7 | ~d L (e A ikl I | G 1 1 | ' LEMWOWE 1 CelEhrd |
) 611 Hyde Park Pub, &1 ; ire leamning to. cop U a i layers from all over the cot 514 AlDShelp.org 5 £ ETeh SRR o g 23 8 G i{mpmVEREfaHOHShIPS : i
! the Heinen Theatre at Houston Community Collese | RIS Proving el et
GREAT GLBT TEXANS ON FILM T
V79 Fi-Sn) = Depression gk i v i
Rice Department Faculty Show focuses on Brian Huberman’s docs of GLBT fixtures Tonliax yyany oy Wi s aston e plony
ay Hill’s Prison Show and The Last Days of Charles | Kathryn, both I re :; .- S ¥ ? N - DEBORAH M DENSON, LCSW ,i,””l;: ,
documentaries directed by Professor Brian Huberman, light up the - N orks Licensed Clinical Social Worker
. . 2900 Weslayan Suite 535 « 713-850-7225 www.devollcounseling.com

screen at Rice Department of Visual Arts Faculty Show. * Ray Hill's

doc follows Hill, the founder of KPFT's “The Prison Show,” which has served B346 or www.diverseworks.o

| the families of Texas convicts for 26 years. Hill reads letters from family 18 [Sat) 0
members to inmates over the air and vice versa, and speaks on issues such _ale My Shadow Bm‘erf Bab'—"'_! it f\,-\em.c-n"t"'l“ iz S , 7
as prison rape, proxy weddings, and capital punishment. A former inmate Tyl iy ' e S e "'Okd':r Fo Teleflora 1
himself, Hill tells it like it is when he speaks on the subject of the American , o o
prigson industry. (There are more civilians-cum-convicts in the U.S. than Wio: 281/298-9 3

18 5at)
I'm Dreaming of a Moody Christmas. Mood

.

| any other country in the world.) Sometimes Hill behaves so fervently in the
doe, he appears part prophet/part hell-raiser. * Charles/Kathryn McGuirre,

Texas’ most famous transsexual, is seen during his pre-op and her post-op ; i i 3
life, as Huberman documents her operation in London. In one scene, Charles R _'!. " o
can be seen snoring during pre-surgery: in another, Kathryn is seen conched = e il = 9
out in her hospital bed, resting after the surgery is complete, sans wig to of dis the spirit of the s
| cover her balding noggin. Huberman records Kathryn as she regains her an set into ; ’ S 7
zazz, proclaiming sex to be superior as a woman. Unlike some 21st-century Media man: A microphone is to Ray Hill as a golf 12 SUtGoor izl : : .
P.T. Barnum, Huberman treats his subjeet with respeet, pointing out, “With  club is to Tiger Woods. See Ray Hill's Prison Show at I e RER : e s e -
Kathryn, it's always bigger and better.” —Eric A.T Dieckman Rice Media Center this month. e == : ]\ ; X ottt 8
; fiei £ S BV HOOC RS Hlowers Etc. By Georgla
18 (Sat) i _ 8
The What: Rice Department of Visual Arts Faculty Show E Nobody Does It Like Dmitri. The great 20t 1818 Waugk Dr * Houston, TX 77006
The Where: Rice Media Center, entrance # 8, University Blvd. at Stockton Dr.  The When: November 17-19, 8 p.m, _ st Dmitn Shostakoviclts string ?i3/524-3@8(? 0
The Cost: 56 The Wherewithal: 713/3458-4853 or www.ricecinema rice.edu & (
Wholesale to the public * full-service florist 8
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What's really

E

g inside?
&

g e

@ B )

Ready to master your thoughts &
habits to be who you really are?

FREE confidential
on-line assessment
http://outsmart.breakfreeconsulting.com
or call Traci at 832-B86-6452

Braeaxk ¥ FrREE
c o N L T I N [}

Empowering the LGBT cammunity through persanal
and professional coaching

Charles DiBella, Owner
Kay Boogaerts, Manager

Chef Robert Rodriguez

(409) 763-9036
1902 - 31st Street
Galveston, Texas 77550
Fax (409) 763-3909

Thank you OutSmart readers
for vating DiBella’s
Most Incredible Italian
Restaurant in Galveston.

vw.dacamera.com
18 & 19 (Sor & Sun |
Pottery Worth Its Weight in Salt. |

artists display and sell their handmade

potters.cam
28-26 [Fri-5Su
A Helping Hahn. "/iolimst Hilary H

PLANNING AHEAD
DECEMBER

December 1 [

Art for Life: An Exhibition and Art Auction. lury

December 1 [
Holiday on 19th. : 1

December 1 & 2 |fi & 501

Heights Historic Home Tour and Holiday Mar-

ket. Tal

BUNGLED
BLIND DATE

odd (Jonathan Bray) is straight.

Plain and simple. But once he goes
out on a misinformed blind date, the re-
sult of a practical joke, no one will believe
him. Probably because that blind date
is with a gay man (Wilson Cruz, Parfy
Manster). The two develop a genuine
friendship, which comically confounds
Todd’s quick-to-judge friends. Jason
Stuart plays Clayton, the office manager
and wise guy who thinks everyone is gay.
Look for appearances by Oscar nominee
Sally Kirkland and Broadway’s Deborah
Gibzon, Coffee Date opens November
17 at The Angelika Theatre, 500 Texas.
Showtimes and info: 713/225-5232,
www.angelikafilmeenter.com/houston,
or www.coffeedatethemovie.com. —ED.

Edwin E. Cordray, DIDS.

Barkara B. Johnson, DS,

GeNERAL & CosMETIC DENTISTRY
InvisALieN  Laser WHITENING RORAL SURGERY The Law Firm of
| - Nechman, Simoneaux, & Frye

| Attorneys and Counselers of Law

“Introducing our newest attorney, Amy Schadewald,
who leads our employment law practice representing
' ¢ small and medium size businesses.”

) HOUSTON
i 713.227.1717
NECHMAN BWNIRG

SIMONEAUX 214.764.0947

SAN ANTONIO

&FRYE,PLLC EEIneTassyy
by www, hisHlaw us

, mylawfirm@nsfaw. us
| Principad Offtce: oo, Tesai: il amd Sap Anonin by :|p|;l|.|1iml‘rwm-u'rlp

713.526.2904

1930 West Bell
Houston, I'x 77019

=TEAT S

e e SRl HOUSTON OFFICE: 2990 Richmond Avenue, Suite 400, 77098

December 2 & 3 (5ot & Sun |

HUBBARD

Financial Services, Inc.

(713) 522-9000
Fax: (713) 526-6588
2615 Montrose Blvd

Houston, Texas 77006

One Block off Westheimer at the comer of |

and California

78 NOVEMBER 2006 QutSmart

Final Auditions in Houston for Opera in
the Heights |

December 2 (501
Year of the Dog. |1

Frame Gallery 2427 B
December 2 (501 smeraintheheishts one
Hyde Park Art Crawl. Sponsored by the Hyde Par December 2 & 3 [5ai & Sun |

Area Artists Association, tf Dickens on The Strand Festival, MNow i

Park Info: LusGilbers, Rivasitlion

December 2 (Sa1 ) alf-price admi n. %1000
D’Est en Musique. D f r | |
e LS premers of this performance pain oy

Your agents... your advocates in Health Insurance.
Auto Renters Life Health And much more!

BlueCross BlueShield
of Texas

6575 W Loop S, Suite 185, Bellaire, TX 77401
www.SchmerlerAgency.com 713.661.7700
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CALL FOR
YOUR HEATING-SYSTEM
CHECK-UP...

beiore the cold weather arrives!

Lance Carnal
Owner

Tejas Air, Inc

Americom
Stuard

Ji:u "‘:I“
S R e ——

i

832.287.6117 onecr

s

Galveston
Centrally located to the
gl beach, strand, cruise
= jl terminals, gay clubs, and
{ restaurants. Dry Sauna
on site. Massages by
appointment only.
Our Home is Your Homel
409-770-0688
sales®lostbayou.com
www . lostbayou.com

Gay owned & Operated
1607 Avenue L., Galveston, Tx, 77550

THE BLECTRIC CHMR i
CUSTOM TAT’“OOS

1 BODY PIERCING '

Thanks for voting us Houston's |
BEST tattoo & piercing studio ! I

$10. OFF W/ AD | |

| 8722 Richmond Ave. @ Fondren |
Imw.electricchaw_cc 713-780-3500 |

B0 NOVEMBER 2006 OutSmart

December 3 (5un
Wn!f B!ltzer Discusses the Warld Today oif

December 6 |\Wad
Sam Dinkins Il Quartet. Brown-bag i, the

December 18-22 (1. i
Main Street Theater Kids Orl Stage Winter
Break ngh Schoaol Warkshup {

Dmember 18-22, 26-29 {,, Tuas.~Fr
Main Street Theater Kids Dn Sr'lge Wmter
Break Theater Camp. © t y

RADIO

. After Hours.
# Queer \I"uic.es..

# Reach Out in the Darkness.

PERFORMING AR'I'S

4 All Shook Up
4 A Bad Night's Sleep.

$ Barbra’s Wedding.

'.I

A scene from / Feel Love

by Matt Wolf. The short y
plays in Houston on I&
November 12.

HEEB IN HOUSTON

I Im-la Magazine Film Festival. Au-
rora Picture Show joins forces with
Heeb Magazine, the eritically aeclaimed

lifestyle magazine for young modern
Jews, to bring this film festival, with

two sereenings of original comedie, ex-
perimental, and documentary short films.
Look for The Pity Card by Bob Odenkirk
(Saturday, 8 p.m.), The Ninjews by local
filmmaker Josh Bass, and I Feel Love, a
gay-themed short by Matt Wolf (Sunday,
3 p.m.). $5. 8 p.m., Saturday, November
11, and 3 p.m., Sunday, November 12, at
Aurora Picture Show, 800 Aurora St. In-
formation:
pictureshow.org. —ED.

T13/868-2101 or www.aurora

® A Christmas Carol—A Ghost Story of Christmas.

¢ Don Gievanni.
¢ Godspell.

# | Do! | Do! Evir

& Tryst. George

METIC SLIRGERY CENTER OF HOUSTON

Nothing comes as close as Sk'n

New uninhibited pleasure ¢ollection
now at Male Uwear

LASERCOSMETIC.COM

www.eamestdiaz.com

/&f/éﬂg, ;”i/
‘"’/ff/ f’/%ﬂzf;x

i ;f’r’éf'f Shfq,’_

H/SJ;‘; J ,_;' ;rﬂf 2o é{_ ’irﬂqf
AMag, Gitte Tarke, 2 3}(

’q’r
bl Sioeat ?:},151‘,% P

2202 W. Alabama (at Greenbriar)
Houston, TX 77098
713.527.8588

ziggyshealthygrill.com

Wed., Nov 29
All Day )

Best Gym: Houston Gym
OutSmart Readers' Choice Awards 2006

JOIN NOW!

$18/monthly dues!*

7HOUSTON GYM

1501 Dur

71 3-880-9 191

wWww. houstongym.com




1927 FAIRVIEW (at WOODHEAD)
713.522.8868 | www.tehouseofiea.com

T-Th 9am-10pm / Fri & Sat Sam-midnight
Sun 10am-8pm / closed Man

w!bg of “Tea

FELEAEIN RN, CMVERTITEN  ce il fw”fu

f/r /wuf of toa

MORE THAN JUST TEA!
WE ALSO SELL...

» Tea sels & tea accessories
(Bodum, Le Crueset, Bee House,
Kotobuki, Tzu The & Frieling)

November Art Exhibit by
o ‘Aristy Canatiuaty - Abstract Expressionist

1 haslitsimonient?
@ EJMEBDW’:{;!{JTCL

2006 BMW 24 30
°359 -

AartaceE BMW
MIDTOWN

Conveniently Located Inside the Loop
| 2101 San Jacinto @ Gray
| 713-289-1200

www.advantagebmw.com

o

l : O inﬂj@_ﬂj Houston
InfectiousiDisease!

\vd

| Southeast Houston Infectious Disease
offers up-to-date, compassionate and
comprehensive care for patients with
any infectious problem including HIV,
soft tissue infections, Hepatitis C, Hepa-
titis B, and osteomyelitis.

530 Orchard Street  Webster, Texas 77598

281 338-7202

www.houstoninfectiousdisease.com
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ING ARTS

’ Interactive Theatre: “HISI:DI')!' of the USA,

Part Two.” Younhg Audie

milleroutdoorthe

# Jungal Book. |

¥, DICRaINg uf

AR'.I'/P.HO'I'OGRAPHY

# Benjamin Franklin: In Search of a Better World.

immie.com

coachk

& Book of Fire. Using printmaking, painting and mixed

Experience Multi-Functional
Fitness Training
832 - 443 - HITT

Outdoor Group Training
Every Tuesday: for info
coachkimmie@sbcglobal.net

0 s
. The Cn‘l‘sMeuw In
xhibit of 1

’ Crnftmg a Collection. /

nd functional piec

, I". : rl Irf 7136357300 ar www.mfah wy]
0 Experlmental Watermedta Happenmgs

or wwwowatercolomouston.org.
'. A Fiction afﬂuthcntr:i:y Contempornr}r Afrlcu
Ahmad Ix J ul| [ g

k3 Hnuston Vlntage Cuncert Poster Sale &
Exhibition. This extensive vd exihibitio

I } 3ir 1

' Hewat E | th i ]
Thous

* “The Imagery uFChess" Rewsuted tax Emst

and Marcel Duchamp made history with the 1944.45

400 or www.menilkor

‘ The Lestnr and Sun Smith Gem Vault :

it exhibit kall, completes the

MOBILE PET CROOCMING

WE COME TO YOU...

FULL SERVICE GROOMING
ALL BREEDS, CATS TOO

CALL NOW FOR APPOINTMENT

1-800-PET-MOBILE

(1-800-738-6624) ‘):1**1'

www . aussiepetmobile.com =i a u }

Come Out and Be Yourself
at Sterling McCall Acura

713.667.7072|

4676'B€echnut

STERLING McCALL

AMACURA

Friendly Service
Supporting your Community

713.596.2300

10455 Southwest Freeway s Houston, TX 77074
www. SterlingMcCallAcura.com

| W Marks

3841 Bellaire Blvd. - Houston - 713-668-5000
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LigHT
BuLss
UnLIMITED

—
—
—

“If we Ain’t Got It, We’'ll Gefjit’

For all your lighting needs:
Track-Neon-Decorative Lighting
Landscape & Security
Specializing in Medical and
Photo Bulbs I

| 1203 Westheimer - 713.521.0330
400 W. Bay Area Blvd. - 281.338.1196
7329 FM 1960 - 281.440.1660

25915 45N, Woodlands - 1.261.298.5309 |

www.lightbulbsunlimitedusa.com

Pe sui jo Adod yum I NNOISIO %01

Center for Healthy Sexuality

Treatment of:

* Intimacy & Relationship Issues
» Obsessive Compulsive Disorders
= Sexual Addictions

* Internet Addictions

* Depression/Anxiety Disorders

* Court Assesment & Evaluations

* Sex Offender Treatment

#13.785. 7111

Barbara S. Levinson Ph.D., RN, LMFT
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

Certified Sex Therapist Diplomate
Certified Sex Addiction Therapist Supervisor
2400 Augusta Dr, » Suite 120 » Houston TX 77057

The

Suriwmer 2006

GLBT Community,
at Your Fmgm

Greater Houstom
alveston

GAY & LESBMN YELLOW Pﬁ.GES

www.GayYellow.com  guyesfop.con
713-942-0084

GRIVFSTON Cauisis OOM

g {en Espaf | 713 3L )
’ nght My Fire. Mew York artist Lisa Hoke makes Rice

Q The Modem West Amerrcan Landscapes 1'890-
1950. | first time in & major miuseum exhibitor

# Perspectives 153: Demetrius Oliver. Tre first soic

# Pipilatti Rist. How many times can you sy that name

] Thmugh the Eyes of Chlﬂdren The Rwunda
Pm,lect t fre

’ Trmothr Grem:fleid -Sanders: Huustomuns and
Their Dugs (and Cnts) rnle o :
B some local fla

713.869.1144 1225 wosmw woor west, sune 030 MoneySmart.com

KEN CLAUDE, RMT

Massage Therapy Instructor

EXPERIENCE
THE BEST IN
MASSAGE

Investment | Retirement | Education

= NEW STUDIO:
Ennueni_em Mnntrpse/
SAT 10AMTO 4PM Upper Kirhy Location!

By Appointment Only 2200 Southwest Frwy

713.240.9598
www.kenclaudemassage.com

) »
Bill Green Sandy White crp* oFs Mike Ryan CFP% MEA

%% GREENWHITE

AR -V E § 0 RS

MON — FRI 11AM TO 8PM

SECURITIES OFFERED THROUGH COMMONWEALTH FIRANCIAL NETWORX, MEMBER NASVSIPC

“My Partner
Would Kill Me.”

This is just one of the excuses that helps make syphilis one of America’s most
common sexually transmitted diseases.

Over the past four years, gay men have accounted for at least 50% of syphilis cases in Houston.
So, imagine how angry your partner might be when he learns you have something he might get
and you didn’t tell him!

If you're not buying the excuses, we can help.
For information and testing locations, call 713-794-9020

STOP SYPHILIS. NO EXCUSES.

www.noexcuseshouston.org
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Fabulous Thursdays!

Grey Goose
Martinis
Free Appetizer Buffet 5-7

2471 & Snepherd @ Wastheimer Tel: 713-524-8558

Al

LLINIE

2125 W. Alabama
Houston, Texas 77098
(713) 523-5171

catvetclinic.com

Voted Best Vet 2005 By OutSmart!

DOUG WILLIS

Licensed Insurance Agent

| specialize in affordable
life, accident and health
insurance for small
‘ business owners,
the self-employed, and
independent contractors.

Call me at 713-828-9178

or visit my website:
www.dougwillis.mw-ins.com

86 NOVEMBER 2006 OutSmart

Business News

FOOD BANKERS The Houston
Food Bank has announced the ap-
pointment of Michael Marx, Kroger
southwest division district manager,
as president of its board of directors
for 2006-2007.

The Houston Food Bank distrib-
utes more than 30 million pounds
of food through 400 hunger relief
programs in southeast Texas, enough
to feed BO,000 people each week.
“The Houston Food Bank's long-range
goal is to triple the amount of food we
distribute into the community in 10
years,” says Marx (right).

Joining Marx on the board of directors are Yvanne
Schneider, Global Product Development & Business
Transformation for American Express Global Corporate
Services; Keith Miller, SYSCO Food Services of Houston;
and Matt Winter, AIG American General insurance and
financial services,

FINANCIAL STRATEGIST Jennifer
Phillips (right) has joined the Houston
branch of AXA Advisers, LLC (777 Post Dak
Blvd., Suite 450, 713/621-4760). Licensed
and registered to provide financial products
and services to individuals and small busi-
nesses including financial strategies, retire-
ment and estate planning, asset allocation,
annuities, life insurance, and mutual funds,
Phillips works with clients to help them
define their financial goals.

Prior to joining AXA Advisors, Phillips was a loan officer
with Lighthouse Mortgage. She is currently a2 member of
AssistHers, the Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of Com-
merce, and Bayou City Women's Chorus.

IT'S SHOWTIME 0On the heels
of his service as executive director
of the 10th annual Houston Gay &
Lesbian Film Festival, former Land-
mark Theatres manager Rob Arcos
(“Reel Time,” September DuiSmart)
has opened a new video store,
MOVIES, located at 1407 Richmond
(113/527-99497).

“I understand that consumers
have a right to choose how they get
their entertainment. I'm hoping that
with the right impression, consumers
will like what they see and patronize
my store as well [in addition to other
popular resources, such as Netflix],"
says Arcos (right, photographed at
Angelika Film Center, venue for the
film festival this year).

Offering a variety of film titles
ranging from current releases to indie classics as well as
television shows from pasl and present, MOVIES halds its
in-store grand opening celebration on Sunday, December
4. Details: www.moviesthestore.com.

HOHOHO TIME IN THE HEIGHTS The 18th Street
merchants of Houston's Historic Downtown Heights
have announced their annual Holiday on 19th will take place
Friday, December 1, 6-10 p.m. At that
time, shops located on 19th Street
between Shepherd and Yale will offer
refreshments, stralling carolers, live
music, and festive attractions.

HELPING HAND Fred Walters
of the Houston Buyers Club is
£ recruiting support for an HBG client
: who is attempting to raise $1,000 to
- provide school supplies to children in
& 14 families who were evacuated when
> Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast
£ region in 2008,

E “If our friends can contribute
$10 to $50 each, we can purchase the remaining supplies
needed,” Walters says. "We only need fo raise $1,000—a
very attainable goal in a short amount of time”

Oonations are tax deductible through HBC, a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization. Details: 713/520-5288.

POINTS FOR FITNESS John Aaron Villarreal of
Muscle Mechanics of Houston has
announced the gym has introduced its
FitRewards loyalty and reward program for
all members of the club,

“FitRewarts is a free member-apprecia-
tion program that rewards club members for
heir ongoing participation at the club,” Vil-
arreal says. “Each time a member completes
% a qualifying event, that member will earn
& points that they can accumulate and redeem
£ for brand-name gifts and club services”

Muscle Mechanics is located at 3334 Edloe. The
phone number is 713/963-0899, and the website is www.
musclemechanics.com.

DRIVING BUSINESS 6 & H Transportation Ser-
vices, Inc. has announced the
acquisition of the assets of Ron's
American Limousines, the gay-
owned limousine company.

G & H Transportation Services
will maintain the Ron's American Lim-
ousines name, according to owners
Mitchell Guidry and Wesley Hart.
The company has a staff of five gay
and gay-friendly employees and
expects to add additional positions.
Ron's American Limousines founder
Ron Delaney will continue to act
as a consultant to the organization
during the transition.

The phone number for the

4 firm is 713/266-6677, and the

éwehsite is www.RonsAmerican

& Limousines.com.

Send your business news to OutSmart, 3406
Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006, or e-mail
to tim@outsmartmagazine.com,

o nnm.
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Specializing in
Partner Loans
Stated Income Loans
Bad Credit

Cash Outs

Refinance Purchases

'__ : -_-_ ""‘F
Call

——

Dawn Reeves
281.830.5969

Apply for your loan online!
www.diverselending.net

Livense Numbor: L0, #57855

Let my family help your family into a home today! Call today for a free consultation and credil report

| r E "J “| iT‘ II : ;
I! d | i i

MAINTENANCE

Personalized Service Catering to YOUR Automotive Needs

Engine Repair » Suspension & Steering
Heating & A/C » Brakes & ABS Systems
Emissions Control Systems * Tune-Ups

“Bobby always gets it RIGHT

the FIRST time. His honest
estimates, affordable service,
and attention to detail

have created a reputation of
INTEGRITY for over 2@ years.
TechAuto Maintenance is my
QUALITY auto repair guarantee.”

‘_ 5 Alan Davidson

Owner, Essential Touch

37 Waugh Dr. * Houston, TX
713.863.82494

Guaranteed Parts & Service » 24 HR Towing: 713.462.9945

PHILLIP N. SLAUGHTER

ATTORNEY AT Law

WILLS & PROBATE
(CONSUMER LITIGATION
(GUARDIANSHIPS

Rear Estate

SAME SEX PARTNER-AGREEMENTS

713-533-0009

820 Richmond Ave,

Not Board Certitie

Houston, Texas 77006

d by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
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sHow us Your OutSmanrr!

Members of Team Houston, including president Keith Wright {reclining at left, next to banner) posed with copies of

QurSmarT prior to the opening of the July 15-22 Gay Games VIl Sports & Cultural Festival in Chicago. See page 16.

Time Out

GOING Team Houston and OurSmarT traveled to the Gay Games in Chicago.
OUT OF TOWN?

Take QurSmasT along.
Snap a picture of yourself at
your destination and send it to us
Wie will publish our favorites.
Send high-resclution images to
Editor@DutSmartMagazine.com
or mail photos to
3406 Audubon Place,
Houston, Texas 77006

nwousion -

" IIiIIIHII

FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Check out this event sponsared by OurSmaat:
November 4. Houston Black Tie Dinner, benefit-
ing organizations including Houston GLBT Community
Center and People With AIDS Coalition and featuring
actor Leslie Jordan ("Here Comes Mr. Jordan,” Cctaber),
Info: www.houstonblacktiedinner.org.

posed at the June 14 dinner kick- nl‘f event at Saffron.

THAT'’S SO GAY
Missed the 10th anniversan
("The Big 10," October) at v

rs named the winner in multiple categories, including Best Restaurant for

artmagazine.com. The winners include Baba Y

ega (I),

which the rea
Dutdoor Dining.

TERRE COFFMAN

Bringing you the BEST of URBAN LIVING

1406C West 22" Street

MLS #3795948

New Construction by
Lindsey Builders

Completed October 2006

7'I 3. 866 7805

www.terrecoffman.com

coLDweLL
BANKER O

UNITED, REALTORS

SEE WHAT 2006 HAS IN STORE

FORNOUR

LILLY RODDY

eq ‘# i~ u: o " ) o
s s LT s st

ASTROLOGER

) 5 L -n- L e
| 3 1 c‘ N & o O

T

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

< Past Life Regressions
o Reiki Master

o Astrology Tape Series

:t & Greatest results last month? Check out the caverage

- AT Consultations by
| el Appointment Only

713.529.5842

GIFT CERTIFICATES = CREDIT CARDS

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by OulSmart Readers

lillycath@aol.com » www.lillyroddy.com

wWen i vk

MTOTORCARS

Specializing in pre-owned luxury
and sport imports:

Mercedes Porsche

BMW Lexus

Jaguar Audi

Volvo Land Rover

Garnett Motorcars
4201 A-3 Center Street
Deer Park, Texas 77536

Email:garnettcars@hotmail.com

MEMBER NATIONAL
ARBORIST
ASSOCIATION




OutSmart Marketplace

= ACCOMMODATIONS

L. CAMPGROUND
. (FW Sﬂ'ENTiNG)
b V Hookups
Greal Home Base Rates
Large Pool, Bath Houses/Laundry

Located 6 miles West of
TX Renaissance Festival

“Your Country Getaway!

936/894-2030

www.RockinRRanch.net

Rent by the day, week, month or year...
Fully furnished 2/3 townhouse, excellent for
carporata lodging. Living room (w/ sleeper
sofa), dining room, kitchen & 2 car garage.
Located next to Lovett Inn with access 1o

£ a5 50t
: 1 . of
PN | 800-779-5224 or

reservations @Lovettinn.com
- ANNOUNCEMENT

VOLUNTEER _
.

CHRIS COMPTON
Bims hasceste § Marksfing
[518] 2964228 Offics

(18] S20-1655 Coll oy surrrey AVTATION

DAN HOWARD AIRCRAFT SALES, INC.
KRVS - Tulsa, OK

“Specializing in Cessna 210s and other
High Performance Aircraft”

* AIRCRAFT SALES
* BROKERING
* ACQUISITIONS

WWW.HOWARDAIRCRAFT.COM

~ig-

« CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Helping Gays/Lesbians
with Business & Tax
Problems & Inheritance
Tax lssues
Serving Houston & Galveston  JREeee
Certiied Public Accountant |Paul f
Business Consultant Wasserl

713/526-4760 * 409/939-6922

20 NOVEMBER 2006 QuiSmart

*CHRISTMAS LIGHTING - HEALTH AND BEAUTY - MASSAGE
Food Addicts In Recovery
GLBT Open 12 Step Meeting, Profoundly

*CHURCHES/SPIRITUALITY
{First Evangelical Lutheran Church)
NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ g
Sun Worship 11 am :
Weds 6:45 pm Teleos

B832.723.6948+ Rev G Todd Williams
www.radicalchristians.org

Joln Rev Dr. Jesse Jennings for regular
sanhusm-smm&uam and
Wednesdays at

7pm,

GRATITUDE SERVICE
THANKSGIVING EVE, Nev 22,7 pm

Creative Life

5326 Spring-Stuebner » 2 biocks east of
Gosling bitw I-45fexit 70A) & Kuykendahl

www.creativelife.org 281.350.5157

A PLACE WHERE EVERY KNEE
CAN BOW: CRACE ASSEMBLY
3028 US Hwy. 190 West, Livingston
TX 77351 « 936.967.3077 - gary@
graceassembly.net - www.graceas-
sembly.net « SUNDAYS AT 11 AM
Greater Lake Livingston GLET Support/
Social Group, Fridays & 6:30pm,
Food, games & conversation.

= CLEANING/MAID SERVICE

KAEHLER CLEANING
SERVICE since 1995

* . continually thi best™
Residentiol & Commesciol

[ 5w 0ol John 7138816181
el 5

« EMPLOYMENT

RIVER OAKS PLANT HOUSE: Expenenced
Sales Staff Wanted. High-end plant shop—
great |ocation and atmosphere. Serious
inquires only, 713/622-5350. Fax résume:
713/621-9662

Every Saturday, 11 am - 12 Noon
Bering Methodist Rm 232,
back entrance of church
www.foodaddictsinrecovery.com

- MASSAGE

ENJOY A SPECTACULAR HEALINGTOUCH
BY JOSE. Swedish - Soft & Deep Tissug -
Sports Massage, Outcalls OK. Appts; 713783
0313 or 832 E-Jd 8585, Major credit cards
Mon-Sat: Sam-7pm. Galleria area. TOUCH OF
HEALTH MASSAGE

body chps

tandem massage
couples massage
assage workshops

HAIR AND MASSAGE BY JOSE' Refax your
body, mind and spirit with a Swedish Mas-
r Deep Tissus Massage. 8 years of

900,

53

alu’E”Eﬂ'E Galara area. 713/392-7361, www
epepesalonofbeauty.com

BODY
* Full Body
* Feel Awesome
* Centrally Located
* Quicalls Welcome
713-942-2399
T days.l'evEﬂings
VisaMasseCans sonephed

HEALING HANDS. Caring and healing
hands with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage
Balancing your life by restoring flow and an-
ergy. Peaceful, relaxing and rejuvenating for
fotal health. AMT#2233. Howard Kanelakos
713/528-6174

relaxing...
exceptionally
therapeutic
3
Paul Rutledge

713/592 0444
] lﬂ

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Tall
muscular, masculine, State Licensed. AMTA
Certified, 12 yrs experience, Incradible, full
bady, high energy, tofal release massage
Innerloop. $75%hr. Mike 713/963-9803

MEW STUDIO: Convenient
Montrose /Upper Kirby Location.

Reward Yourself

B A NICE TOUGH, RELAX-

ATION OF BODY AND
MIND BY

LEE
8326787017

Dave’s Hands
Know More Than He Does
Swedish « Polarity » Shiatsu
Hablo Piensa y Hago Gan Mis Manos

832/443-2229

Massage Therapy
Swedish,

Deep Tissue
Aromatherapy,
Tropical Setting
www.oasispalms.com
Paul@oasispaims.com

281-827-2908

MASSAGE * Therapeutic * Relaxing * Ron
Howell, Registered Massage Therapist »
In or Qut Calls » 7 Days » Noon-Midnight »
713/524-8692

f’,/;,- M r:-",,: AW

“In The Heights™
Maturity and experience. Great rates, Relaxing,
therapeutic massage in prvate studio in the
Heights. 10 am - 9 pm weekdays and
waekends 12-10 pm, Call for appolntment,
Byron 7 (2-9786. Visit my website at
WY sicmassage.com  Four hands
available

Luigi

- M1 027249

M#Glé HP‘NDS
281/804-8027

- MASSAGE

Massage THera
OBEp TISSUE » SWEDLIsH

—
—

ROBERT rmT
[713] 824-6230

www. twinpix.com/Jrobert

GARY FREDRICK MASSAGE. No! satisfied
With the work you've recaived. Call me! In call
orQut call, Athletic Deep Tissue, Restorative
Therapy, Swedish Massage. Call for an ap-
pointment. Localed in the Galleria/Westchase
area. Call Gary @ 713.240.5163.

BEST MASSAGE THERAPIST 2006
Dy!Srna.rl Re_adm Chaoice Awards

reppalinmossage@iocl com
www.zeppslinmossoge.com

h-DeepTissue-Masculing- Pr ate-
{-Montrose Location-In/Out-8am to
10pm-713/857-1009

DERMA GLOW SPA
2325 San Jacinto
Houstan, TX 77002
Waxing, Facials. Relaxation
and Deep Tissue Massage,
and Thai Massage

Jose
713.540.7544

MTHD14552

* MASSAGE

Relaxation
Highllghts

Neekends. too

John
Rodriguez
assage
Therapist

= REAL ESTATE/FOR LEASE

HISTORIC BUNGALOW IN THE HEART OF
MONTROSE. 21, dining & living areas.This
|ewel features hardwoeds, updales of slesk
black appliances, washar/dryer, wood-burning
fireplace, bullt-in china cabinets & front porch
with swing. 1000 sq ft. ML # 5410304, 51400/
month, Lisa Caleman 713/301-5885.

TWO-STORY CONDQ. 2-badroom, 1 & 1/2
baths, 1-car garage. 1300 sg fi. Hardwoods
throughout, Tiled kitchen w/black granite
counters & backsplash. Black appliances in
kitchen, Full-size washer & dryer. Small gated
patio area. Monitored alarm system. Heights
area (Airline Dr & N, Main). Minutes from
downtown, quick access to 610, 110, 145,
$1300 per month (Includes water), Contact
Bill Hammond 713/478-7385

« REAL ESTATE/FOR SALE

STONES THROW TO
DOWNTOWN!

Keller William Realty Metropalitan
- REMODELING/REPRIRS

alveston Island
hﬂss-ma

SENSUAL MASSAGE BY RICO. Bodybuilder

E'0° 200 Ibs. 832/563-35962

massﬁgeeu@’ﬂé’na.com

NO JOB FREE
ESTIMATES

SHEETEMREPERS ‘WALLPAPER REMOVAL

* PET SERVICES

Who's watching
the Kids when

youre away?

Pet Sitting 9

IN THE HEIGHTS

PAINTING » TEXTURES » 832 567.3804

&~ Home Repairs
& Remodeling

Experenced = Borded « Professioral « References
Competitive Rates: 524 /day or §12 per visit,
Special 25% Cash, or New Cligat Discount!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

= REAL ESTATE/FOR LEASE

1 BEDROOM APT IN QUIET FOURPLEX.
Hardwoods, dishwasher. Approx. 700 sq ft.
Great location, 511 W Ball 5t. 5625/month.
William 713/527-8026.

SERVICES OF THE
| HEART

Lot Thomas assist you
to honor life's special
. Holy Unlons,
Memorials

T13/522-7626

« SERVICES

Houston
713.225.5500

FREE code 4339
CALL NOW! _

FREE LIVE HOT GAY CHAT
ManScan - Personals - More!

563-843-8884
18+ 24 HRS

= TUTORING

BECOME TRULY BI-LINGUAL. Learn English
fast with a private tutor, Call Mr Price for an
appointment. 832/338-6835.

An ad placed in OutSmart
magazine reaches loyal, in-
terested readers. QutSmart’s
circulation figures are audited
independently by Verified Au-
dit Circulation, your guarantee
of an accurate count.

'\ M

Verified Audit Circulation is
a national auditing service
respected for over 50 years
in the publishing industry.
Insist on Audited Circulations
like OutSmart.For advertising
information call 713/520-
7237.

AL[D[T Cl RCLJLAT}ON
wwnw verifiedaudit. com

MARKETPLACE AD RATES

Marketplace
Color Boxed Ad perinct $62 $57
B/W Boxed Ad per inen 547 $43

8oy $25

30-Word Line Ad

Marketplace Classifieds are per column inch. Column inch width is 1.688. Word line ads are
30 words or less, plus $1 per additional word and 50 cents for all words in bold. Add additional
36 perissue 1o have your classified ad appear on our website, Ads can also be placed on our
secure website at www.OutSmartMagazine.com.

1 Month 3 Month & Month 12 Month

Deadline: Nov 12 for the December 06 |ssue. Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX, or
Discover. Or FAX it 713/522-3275. Sorry, we do not bill. Mail ad & payment to: OutSmart 3406
Auduboen, Houston, TX 77006-4412. For more information, call 713/520-7237.

§52 $47
838 $35
§23 22
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FOR ADVERTISING INFO CALL 713/520-7237

ACCOMMODATIONS

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT

Angelas De Merida Bed & Breakfast
Merida, Yucatan Mexico. ... F13/208-2482
Lost Bayou Guesthouse
1607 Ave L, Galveston ...
Sand'M Sea Pirates Beach
www sandnsea com
The Victorian Gondo/Hotel
a0 Seawall/Galveston ... B00/23

—_ ADVERTISING/MARKETIN
G:Ly and Lesbian Yellow Pages

12 Montrosa Bled

G.'n- and Lesbian Rainbow Pagas

40977 70-0688

408/737 -2556

713/842-0084

2B1/097-9778

OutSmart Magazine

3406 Audubon Place i
AIR CONDITION
Aurtumn Air

3036 Yale

Baker-Jones Co., Im:

4116 Caroline
Tejas Air nc

e BRI 287
.ASTROLOGER
o Lilly Roddy Astrology

T14/520-5842
10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL READINGS.

— ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES

CSW Legal Team-Capitaine, Shellish &Wamn LLP
405 Main 5t Ste 1060.......... i3

Law Dffice of Mark Levin, Attorney

2813 Wast T.C. Jester 281

Lmu Difices of Sam M [‘Jrﬁﬂ Yates, !II P

5225 Katy Frwy, Ste & i

Maore and Hunt

J60E Aupdisbon /522
Nechman, Simongaux and Frye, PLLC

www nsilaw.us T

Phulllq‘-N Staughter, Mlmnﬂ al Law
B20 Richmond........ ... T13/533-0009
Tami C, Plarce, Aﬂurnn]‘ ol L.nu

281/723-0373
lfl"ll!lm'lls Blrilﬂttg E Andersan, LLPFMﬂc[‘wII Katine
55-5321

2000 Bering Dr., Ste 909,
AUTOMOTIVE F.EPAIHS
AutoHaus KEH
815 San Jacinto @ Tuam
Master Auto Service
2305 Yale 713/862-6638

TPcn huto M1|nter1a nca

TIVE SALES
J&d‘nnmue RM\PI'!M idtown
2101 San Jacimlo & Gray,
G.lrnell Motorcars/Ryan
www.gamettmotorcans. com
Momantum BMW/ Jimmy Daan

T13/2889-1200

v CRIE
North Houston Infiniti/Robert Johnson
832/594-5548

0 281 455 3804
Slar Maotor Eais.'!dﬂcedes—ﬂm.t.fmch Benson

7000 Katy R ... T1A/B6B-BAT9
Sterding McCall ncuw'Mllca Chan
10455 Southwest Fray 713/596-2365
~ CABSERVICE
United Cab ......... ... T14/699-0000
CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS/TEMPLES
Bering Memorial
1440 Harold

cr'.' ative Life :-pmlual Gemer
326 5p 281/350-5157

2515 Waugh/dignityhouston.org .. ..713/880-2872
Maranatha Fellowship
3333 Fannin, Ste 106
Resurrection MCC
2025 W 11th St i TIZBET-B148
51 Paul's United Mi..tl'lmllsl LIILII'I:h

713/528-6736

55071 Main & Binz/Bissormet . 1
_CLEANING SERVICES/DR
Image Cleaners

3407 Montrose, Ste B4 T
Perfection Plus Service 7130664 -9911

AIDS Foundation Houston

3202 Weslayan.._...

Gay & Lesbilan {:nrnmmlly' Cemter
3400 Montross

Houston Buyer's Club

3224 Yoakum

Ummﬁrﬂaﬁe:as The-Howston lmnnncnlnnsnamn

713/520-5288

-I:Gpj'.l::rll'ﬂ
T201-F Westheimer ..
HJA Design

wyw.hjrdesign.com

_CONSTRUCTION/HOME REMODELING

L T13/528 1201

713/443-8988

hziza Homes

AZIZANOMES COM .. iwiasciiiiaiiianais T13/880-5600

Kitchen Connections

wyrw.greathouseremodeling com .. 281/993-1108

Larry French Enterprises _ sk d
CONSULTING/COACHING

Break Free Consulling/Traci Duez
outamart breakiresconsulting, com B

Bayou l:rl‘y Pm'lormlng Aris

bJ\‘chl'I'.'hr‘.:‘fn’|‘||:I1l",:t|':-', o

Chances /The Bam/GeSpot

1100 Westhelmer ... iy

Grand 1884 Opera House

thegrand.com... Galveston............. BOMB21- 1884

Gusva Lamp

570 Waugh Dr .. :

Houston Grand Dpera
Wausio ndopera.ong T13/228-0PERA

Istand Elc Theator

2001 Postoffice, Galve

JR's/Santa Fe

208 Pacific

Mantrase Mining Company

BOS Pacific

Museum of Fine -ﬂnn‘.s The

3601 Main

Ranch Hill Saloon

24704 |-45 North, Spring 281/208-9035

Society for the Performing Arts

spahousion org

South Beach

10 Pacil el

Sl el B

713/524-3359

713/639-730

Taxas Renaissance Festival

texrenfest com : BO0/458-3435

Thestre Under the Stars

futs com. 713/568-TUTS

Undarcurrent

2400 Market, Galves AD9TH-8571
FINANC ES

Johan &, Everstijn/Prudential

1356 081 Ext 6127
Farmers Financial Services/Ronnie Whitman
713/825-5618

Green/White Advisors
1 M. Loop: Wesd, Ste. 1030
2615 Montrose Bivd,

JT13/669-1144
714/522-9000

— FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS
Houston Gym

1501 Durham 713/880-9131
Fitness Exchange

4040 Milam 713/524-9932
The Coach Kimmie Sports Studia

Kimberty Masler, Personal Trainer ., B32/443-HTT
Muscle Mechanics/John Aaron

3334 Edioe

TRK Fitness/Steve
4676 Beechnit

713/963-0899

7136677072

_________HORIST

Flawers Etc. By Georgla

1818 Waugh Dr 7 24-3989
GHM’HIC DESIGNE. S/PRINTING

Hnusc nl [;uleman

901 W. Alabama ..

Vilven Design Group
1708 Calg

_CLOTHING/FOOTWEAR
Sk'n Collection at Male UWear
415 Westheimer Ste 104

.samestdiaz.com
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Kroger

3300 Monirose 7 13/526- 7865

Show your OutSmart Pride Card and get special discounts, free odmissions,
and exclusive offers from OutSmart adverisers!
(Loak for the === pride card and merchant offer)

—__HAIR/NAIL/SKIN CARE/SALONS

Laser & Cosmetic Surgery Center of Housto The

3819 Buffalo Spwy, Ste 1202 713/622-1770
NU-Cuts Hair Salon

515 Weslheimer_. 11:3/524-7858

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC

Chimney Rock Chiropractic/Art Keller, D.C.
3033 Chamney Rock . 713/781-3344
Franca Chropractic Clinic/Fernando Franco

3400 Montroge, Ste 550................ 713/526-5050
Kirby HealthEWellness Center/Kenneth W, Lesier
3930 Kirby Or, Ste. 108 ..............713/026-5252
Med-Crew/Dr. Dirk Hunter

4040 Milam. ‘ eriie 1 13/256-5696
Menard Chmsuaeuwmn K Memm D.LC.

3400 Montrose, Ste 550.........
West U Rehab Chimulalir. Cllr:lcmevna Mmm .G
1842 Richmond..,....o..ee. T14/522-3344

HEALTH CARE- CI’JIJNSELINGJ’THE RAPY

Bering Support Network/Daniel Garces
1440 Harold ... . 71375261017
€3 Institute/Roman Alwaru EdD

T R BIL/BAR5-T381
Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP
1006 Mis=ouri 4

Deborah Denson, I.MSW AGP
2900 Weslayan Ste. 535........
Micha:'tc DeVoll, M.Ed., LPC

. T134527-0000

VRSN THIR
L« 1B50-T225

L MORSY........ee. .. B3R221-9298
Danief Garces, MS LI'L. LM‘FI
j ML Vernan ... . T13/526-8390
20% OFF INITIAL VISIT.
id Genac, Phi
1712 Fairview 713/889-3769
Enod Gray, LMSW-AGP, C. HL, CSAT
4200 Montrose 713522-T0 4
Barbara Levinson, PRD/ Ctr for Healthy Sexuality
2400 Augusta Dr. 5te- 120............ 713785-71111
Denise 0'Doherty
3730 Kirby, Ste 910...... eiif B
Robert Sneligrove, LMSW ﬁEP
4200 Mantross, Ste 540 .. e 1 O(O22-TO14

0. Scott Stanfey, MS, LMFT-LPC
1458 Campbedl, Ste 2504
Jetf Vannice, PhD

415 N. Loop West., Ste 780,
Lisa Wanmemacher, LPC, NCC

11374 26-4458

wirw.CounselingHouston com 713/463-9449
HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS

Bruce W. Smith, DDS

1006 Missouri T14/529-4364

Cory Logan, DOS, PA

530 Waugh T13/942-8598

River Oaks Elite Dentistry/Dr. mmmw Jnhns.un
1930'W Ball ¥

H.En.LT.H_qaﬂf—'sfrﬂij_ﬁf_srfﬂ.ouucrs

Center for Clinical Studies

<o T13/528-R818
Houston Buyer s Cluby ?&ulmeai Supplements
3224 Yoakum T13/520-5288
leqm:gl Community I'h:.ﬂ'lh Services
£ Westtisimer -

¢ T13/830-3000
Mmlrow Counseling Gunhll

701 Richmaond ... T14/5209-0037
Southezst Houston Infectious MHsease
530 Orchard StWabster 281/338-7202

Pride Institule

www, pride-ingtilute com . BOVS4-PRIDE

'HEALTH CARE-MASSAGE THERAPIST

Eﬁlan Davidson, AMT/Essential Touch
TI3/942-0023

20% DISCOUNT OFF HdL‘MLS

Awalon School of Massage

2090 Richmand, Ste 200 713/333

Health Masters School of Massage Themw

1071 Franklin ..., ;

Joal Leal, RMT

Ken Claude, RMT

wiww kenclaudemassage.com..... 713/240-8598

_HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGIS

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwond, Ste 101
HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS
E'llE Fll!l]dﬂEE
3G66 Westhein
Greenway Dulll:al

T13%668-9118

136224411

4020 Bissonnet @ Weslayan ..., 713/667-2506
Spectacies on Montrose
4317 Montrose #2. ... 71 3/529-3037

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS

Rod Frazies, MD
1214 Hermann Dr 845 T13/521-0340
Pasha Sinis & Allergy Snoring & Sleep Center
Raza Pasha MVbreathefresly.com 281/920-5558
Schrader Clinic/Shannon Schrader, MD

4107 Greenbriar, Ste 200 MA526-1717
Skin Renaissance Laser/Ociawio Barrios, MD

106 Westhaimer, Ste A ..., T13/942-7546
Laser & Cosmetic Surgery Center of Houston/
Malissa Bogle, MD

3700 Buttalo Spesdway, Ste 700 .. 71

__HOM
Audio Video Designs
7300 SW Fowy .

1720

T13776-8444

Blair Huuse.ﬂre

1801 Rose., 713/869-5558
Bliss on 15th

235 W 18th S o B3UBT3-0008
Chic Warehouse

e ] T13/822-3392
Direct Buy

directbuy.com BOO/2VE-0T28
Eclectic Homao

345'W 10th St TIBE9-1414
IKEA

TE10 Katy Frery
Star Fine Fumiture
3727 Broadway, Galveston 40

___INSURANCE AGENCIESMGEHTS
.Iuhnn.ﬂ. Everstijn/Prudential
RS P v T EVEG0-50
Doug Willls, Insurance Agemt

713/688-T867

97821

ExtB127

www.dougwillis mw-ins.com N3628-9178
Farmers Insurance Group/Ronnie Whilmn
‘f"ﬂ-ru“rmrnrl 'T* 1|E| 7134

Insurance Associates Ermmueﬁ'rey Bules
%

3303 Louisiana, 5te 130
Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency “Fan'mers
Elijsh Kabalka
B575 W, Loop South, Ste. 185........ T1V/66
Rob Schmerler Insurance Agencw’r‘arrners
Jason Garcia
B575 W, Loop Soulh, Ste. 185....... G61-7700
Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers/
Fob Schmerler

7700

RNISHINGS/ACCESSDRIES

G575 W, Loop South 185 0o
_____ JEWELERS

Gems by Choo

Galigria | 14/626-0431

LW, Marks Jeweiers

3841 Belkaire Blvd 1 13/668-5000
LANDSCAPING/POOLS

AJ's Landscaping & Design, Inc

www, sjslandscaping. com 13957 -0449

Crystacliear Ponl Service 71a/503-9704

Tree Doctor/Roy River
B15W Gray ..

3403

PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES

Aussie Pet Mobile
aussiepetmobile. com BO0/PET-MOBILE
/D Paula Runte

Pet ‘ilHlnul Service in the Hel{ﬂlls
'PHOTOGRAPHY
Dalton DeHart Photography

J Patterson Photography . :
Varsity Productions / John Conroy

6217 Edioe

Yvonne Feece Phumﬂrsph-y“

www yvonnefesce ¢ B32/BT6-1053
: PLUMBING _

Lamy French Enterprises ... 713/956-7733
U-Plumb- it

1424 Montrose 1342-2277
—__ PRINTING/COPY CE'

Gamr:ﬂ-m

1201-F Westhaimar
House of Coleman
901 W, Alabama . .. T13/523-2521

HIC/INTUITIVE READERS

713.528.1201

E Lilly Roddy Astrology
s 713/5249-5842
10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL READJHES

REAL ESTATE SERVICES—REALTORS _

Aziza Homes
AZANDMBELOMY ¢ eaiiomtosiatirssiiasss
Bill Amejka/Centruy 21

iy mbarealior.com ........
Tim Arithony/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1545 Heights Bivd . )

Bili Baldwin/Karen Darr & P.bsm:
1545 Heights Bivd .

Coldwell Banker Swhleu Huds:}n
1505 Haights Bivd

713/880-6600
832/407-9421
..832/722-6001
o1 /B50-6862

- T13/8R9-D456

Bob Beszhorn/Karen Derr & Assm:
1545 Heights Bivd ... 2B1/650-2726
Hichard Buantelio/Karen Der & Assoc.
45 Helahts Blvd . s SRTFRE2-9311
Bmce Chambers/Karen Derr !. Assoe,
545 Helghts Bivd ... 138221577

T & Coffman/Coldwell Banker

5 Heights Bivd

Bob Derr/Karen Derr & Assac.

1545 Heights Rivd

Karen Derr/Karen Derr & &m

1545 Helghts Bivd

Glen Filimore/Karen Demr & Assoc,

1545 Heights Bivd

Heritage Texas Properties

1177 W. Loop South, Ste 1200 713/965-0812

Bruce Hutmacher/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Bivd . 281/216-0557

Theresa Garza/Karen Demr & Assoc.

1545 Heigitts Blvd T13-444-5099

Volley Goodman/Prudential Gary Greene
T13-444-5044

7 13/866-7E0S
7138751049
713/862-1600

713/675-9482

Dana Gray/Gray Home Team
wWww.Oray homeleam. com
Richard Hill/Ketlor Williams
www.richardhill. com .........
Jerry Jaggers/Karen Derr & Assoc
15435 Heights Bivd 7
Cliftord Johason/Karen Derr & n.m

1545 Heights Blvd F13/E18-0619
Marty Justus/Karen Derr & Assoc
1545 Heights Bivid 7
Jeffrey N.ul:harflirntuce Texns Properties.
4295 San Felipe, Ste 300 7133411745
Karl McWilliams/Karen Derr & Assoc

5 Heights Blvd e BIP-TAB-4920
Martin/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Haights Bivg )
Astiton Martinl/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd v S32-8T8-THB6
Mosalc on Hermann Park

Masalchouston.com. .. ... BBB/BTE-5163
Khonda Power/Karen Dﬂrr s. Assoc.

1545 Helghts Bid. ............ T13/875-72497
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors

713-868-9008

5023 Washington ........ T13/B68-7226
Richard Ray/Meritage Texas Properfies,
rrayEhertagetoxas.om.... e TH341-1651
Heather Rayner/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd v 1 VIBT5-4366

Cloire Reiswerg/Sand°N Saa Pirates Beach
wiww.sandnsea.com - 408Y737-2556
Lyssa Graham Reymolds/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd. ... 408-938-1251
Steve Rooke/Heritage Texas Properiles

- Rl T T T13/225-5565
Connie Taylor/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Blvd ... ... T13/M408-6700
Sheree Thompson/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Blwd ... T13/204-4328
VJ Tramonte/ Joe Tramonta Realty
1802 Broadway,122, Galveston. A00/TE5-5837
Brizn Telchman/Naren Derr & Assoc,
1545 Heights Bivd {13/858-4136
Urban Living
urbanliving.com T13/868-7226
Roberta J. Walters/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd -2B1/222-4460
Tim Womble/Karen Der & Assoc.
1545 Helghts Bivd. ... oooeoon.s 7 13-B19-8500

T I HE23-1627

Alma Zepeda/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd. . T13-302-73068
REAL ESTATE-LENDERS

Cody GrizroffifCountrywide Home Loans

810 Waugh Dr 5te 101 L BE25A1-1103

Diverse Lending/Dawn Reeves

diverselending et

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE HAHS
Crastini
2411 5 Shepherd
Dessert Gallery
3200 Kiroy Dr. ..... ...
1616 Post Dak Bvd. ...coccuiiiiiniiiian
Di Bella's italfan Restaurant
1902 31sr St Galveston ......
Golden Room Reslauraa‘ll. The
1209 Monirose ..
Niko Niko's
2520 Montrome . .o 713/528-GYROD
Original Mexican Cafe, The
1401 Market, Galveston............,..... 408/
Riva’'s ltafian Restaurant
1117 Missourl ..
Te House of Tea
1927 Fairview........
Ziggy's Healthy Grill
2202 W Alabama

-7 13/524-9614

2-6001

T13/529-3450

713/522-B868

T13/527-8588

SPECIALITY R
Bath Jurkie
2020 W Gray
2029 Strand, Galvestom
Eleciric Ghair, The
8722 Richmond
Hollywood Frams Gallery
2427 Bissonnet
Light Bults Unlimited
1203 Westheimar
Hanson Galleries
1107-10 Uptown Park
Memaorial City Mall
Scooter Smith
3204 White Dak.............oooe.,
Spec's Liguor Warehouse
2410 Smith St
Statue Makers
2003 Blalock......... 1 13/467-9082
Sunglass Shoppe, The
Highland Village
.Il.lnr'mon.'ll City Mall
E TAX SERVICE
Hubbard Financial Services
2615 Montrose Bid. .................... TT3/62Z lJul,(]

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS

Premier Paging & Wirsless
12240 Murphy Road, Statford 281/575-8500
CALL FOR PRIDE CARD SPECIALS
Telecom Wireless Services Inc

12320 Bellaira . ..........

f13/869-4485

13526-8787

281/568-6108

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Goncierge Travel, Inc
4520 MIMOSA ..ot i _.;__j__HT_
WEBSITE DES}G & EVELOPMENT
13/528-0404

Alomar/Anthony Bures ........

YVONNE FEECE PHOTOGRAPHY

TiMe FOR HoLipay CARDS!

MNEED A NEW BUSINESS PORTRAIT!

FAMILY PORTRAITS FOR FaLL?
PORTRAITS ~ HEADSHOTS ~ CHILDREN

PETS ~ HOMES ~ LANDSCAPES ~ EVENTS
UNIQUE GIFTS & MORE

CALL 832.876.1053

NOVEMBER SPECIAL -
MENTION THIS AD TO RECIEVE
$15 oFFyour HoLipay CARDS

TYONNE@YVONNEFEECE.COM

Live through Your Body!

Body Therapy

Massage
Movement

Alan Davidson
18 years experience

smarl He:

20% off
your first visit

with this nd

esserntlal

JUIEN

1103-B Peveto St.

713-942-0923

www.throughyourbody.com
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BAR & (LUB GUIDE

HOUSTON

Daniel Garces

Counselor/Consultant _

0 wonight.  GUAVA LAMP MANGO VIDEO LOUNGE

= 5 Chir i) - i

LA ACADEMIA Cluh F-'-].a eom
This newy south L } 5 COUSINS

Voted “Best Therapist”
OutSmart Magazine 2000, 2001 and 2002
Readers Choice Awards

and offers ¢
Waugh « 7

Fridoy, Sotun 7
28-9204 GEORGE

Long known
e and
bar, This ne
2 Wil counie fho Img LT OF IO abaix Wednasdays

3/527-3669

|7 Fairiew = 7

oUEhBenchT

1623} * w5

Free Phone Consultation

713.526.8390

Brands
i5 nod

, when "5

METEOR

lonyscarnarpacket com

www.dansmnd.net
Dan77006@yahoo.com

¥s Metear hos clos

BLUR remaode ¥ ens, will i

eals 10 fons of Loling music and diog

| BE“IHD WHAT'S UP!
The generous sloff of Note: Keys West has been sold fo @ new owner, who hos changed the
T“[ BAR MCII"',"S pmns o p|_||l out nome o Tony's Comer Pocket Lo Cueva Tequita Lounge has ciosed.
i ihe bird on Thanksgivin -
l BI?CAD]O'S DG'&" Uﬁe[jng a i SP""'!J - — ';‘“\1\\ Ol'lﬁ OF the BESI
| n .',1'-: (i ] i

RANCH HILL SALOON

iraditional turkey-and- tha 5 ./ [talian Restauran s,
WHO: _ ali-the-fimmings feast o3 - . ft 230
"Daddy" Rose Smith to customers. Otherwise, i ot '/,{}/ year arter year.
expect waekend activi .
WHERE: oS ¥ TS S e LA OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 2006

to increase on this
\ i | world-fomous goy
DI Tes landmark's patios os
lemperatures mellow.

Mary's.. Noturally,
1022 Westheimer,
713/627-9669

SINCE 1977 “Thank you Outsmart readers
for your support”

JRD COAST BEACH BAR

BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM

The BRE, Hix

o iy SalianDestawrant Pl f;‘i* "J '“1‘:%
At ¢ ) and lovely patio
' ¢ ’ 17 MISSOURI STREET 713.529.3450 = SR

DEAN'S CREDIT CLOTHING HOI.ISE GF FINESSE 4

RAINBOW ROOM
Evary Thi
niort Ho

RICH'S HOUSTON

el 0 highus as 0 nongay miusic venue. Richs has

Hawthorn's Victorian Resort Offers

* Free Hot Breakfast Dally

¢ Free Internet Access

* Free Social Hour Each Wednesday Evening

* Spacious one and two bedroom suites
with private Gultview balconies

ki

amed this spaf tha best plocs o

Two Heated Swimming Pools for Year-Round Fun
» Paradise Cove pool features a water drop
mushroom, a floating alligator, water cannon,
and zero level entry with bubbling jets to
tickle your toes.
 Waterfall Lagoon pool has a romantic rock
waterfall

RANCH HITY. SALOON

| HOME OF THE COLPEST BEER & THE WARMEST WELCOME
Tuesdays - Free Homecooked Buffet

Thursdays - Steak Nite 7-10PM Karaoke 9PM-

| Fri & Sat Nite - DJ Billie in the Box ¢

Pool Darts 52"Plasma TV Dance Floor
} OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 1PM - 2AM WWW.RANCHHILL.COM

24704 1-45 ¥ Srre 108 Searna, TX 77286 (Bxre 72) 281 - 298 - 9055

More Resort Amenities
« Fitness Center, Tennis Court, Picnic Pavilion
and Game Room

Group Sales & Catering Service
+ We offer a wide variety of meeting opportunities
for your events.

i i i ? licx the devostafion of r
o S Cyos s your bUShesERe prast o wilE space o N e s o et o o AWTHORN
' Monthly Gay & Lesbian Spending Patterns SryaniCollege Station e
 DINES OUT 45 times per week + ATTENDS LIVE PERFORMANCES 2-3 times per month + GOES T0 A CLUB OR BAR 2 times a week v e F"“J:}j,??mFj‘jjﬂn(],t,‘e’:fa’,im’}‘,?vxkﬁd?“ 'The Victorian Resort

Rates subject to availability.

6300 Seawall » Galveston = 800-231-6363

o Gll 713,520,737 o www.hawthorn.com
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SignOut

by Lilly Roddy

s this month opens, we are certainly in the
AMercur\,r retrograde penod of reviewing the

past and finding problems that we missed.
This period comes to an end after November 21.
So don't start any new projects; buy any electrical
equipment, or sign any important documents. This
15 a great ime o bring projects and relationships
to an end. * There is a lot of activity in this month
of Thanksgiving time. Uranus, planet of change,
inspiration, and boredom, goes direct on the 20th.
lupiter enters its own sign of Sagittarius on the
23rd. Jupiter spends about one year in each sign,
and the last time Jupiter was in Sagittarius was ap-
proximately 12 years ago. This should make the lives
of Sagittarians, Pisces, Geminis, and Virgos very
busy for the next year. * Good days for this month
of thanks: November 1, 3, 13, 15, 21, 22, and 30.
Days to take off and avoid the drama and tension;
MNovember 6, 8,9, 11, 12, 17, 25, and 28,

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You are in a rather
introspective mood as the month opens. You are
trying to establish a deep and more fulfilling con-
nection between yourself and your partner. If there
I8 some distance there, arguments may ensue,
which bring you together—not in a peaceful way, but
together nevertheless. You could be more proactive
and jusl take some time together to renew your
relationship, You could also have some financial
problems at this time, toa. By the time the holiday
rolls around, you are much more upbeat and ready
to be social. Don't overload your dance card, be-
cause it will be very easy for you to do that

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). With Mercury retro-
grading in your relationship sector, you are resally
looking at past relationship patterns and relation
ships in general. If you are currently involved, this is
a time of review and possibly renewal. You have to
have improved communications between yourself
and your partner, whether business or personal
Family relationships can feel very burdensome or
heavy during the holiday period. You may want
o make sure that you spend a limited amount of
time with the family. Or better still, create your
own tradition and let the family drama fade into
the background.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Your work environ-
ment is your point of focus for this month, You
will not miss the things around you that are inef-
fective. There could be a lot of bickering betwean
co-workers as well. Getting out of the office and
going to the gym or to the park may help you. Since
your ruling planet, Mercury, is retrograde, you are
inclined to look back at the past, You will really
want to escape from the routines of your day-to-day
existence. Make sure that you make some plans for
the holidays, since you will be in a very social and
magnetic period.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You are in a particu-
larly creative time. The enly drawback during this
month is that you may be a bit lazy and not want
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to make best use of this fime. Taking time off from
your schedule would really befit this month. Oth
erwise, you could make the best use of this time in
situations that combine both business and social.
By the time the holidays roll around, you are ready
to get back into your work routine. You will even
feal like starting a diet, but best to wail until after
Thanksgiving. At work, get ready to start a whole
new project

LEO {July 23-August 22}, As the month begins,
you are feeling overstressed, as people seem to
be pulling at your time and patience., One key
thing: You have to leam to say no to people. Oth-
erwise your attempts to make everyone happy will
only result in your being unhappy and resentful.
The holidays can be a bit tense. You feel the duty
and obligation to be there but also a desire to
spend some time alone. Make sure that you find
a balance.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22). With Mer-
cury, the planet of communication, as well as your
ruling planet retrograding through your communi-
cations area, you should be in contact with people
from your past or people who you have not chat-
ted with in a while. Try to be careful driving this
month, as you will be mentally distracted. Rela-
tionships need to be redefined; otherwise, bore-
dom 1s likely to set in. The holiday time should be
an especially good one for you. You will enjoy the
family get-togethers. If you are not going home for
the holidays, make sure that you create that family
environment for you and friends.

LIBRA (September 23-0ctober 23). This month
you are very focused on your financial picture. And
with Mercury retrograding there, you are certainly
supposed lo be taking care of financial matters
from the past so that they don't just continue to
bug you. Part of this is about what you are worth,
your talents and skills, and how that connects di-

rectly to your self-esteem. You may want to get a
raise from your boss or increase your fees. It is
best to wait until after the holidays. You are ready
for a break in your schedule by the time the holi-
days get here. Make sure that you take some time
to get away.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21}
You are in a period of rest and retreat this month. It
is best that you keep your work and social sched-
ule as drama-free as possible. You are more sensi-
tive than usual and likely to take experiences in a
more personal way than they were meant to be.
But it would be a great time to get away from your
routines. You are about to have a very busy end
of the year, as well as the whole of next year. You
will be glad that you have taken the time for some
R&R. The holiday should be a good one for you.
You are really ready to have some social activity. If
you are single, there are new people around you
Just looking for some interesting conversation,

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19). The
planets are lining up in the social and friendship
area of your horoscope this month, So make sure
that you make some time for fun this pre-haliday
period. If you have to work, be sure to mix busi-
ness and pleasure. You are very charismatic, which
could work in your favor for business connections.
With Mercury retrograde there, renewing old friend-
ships can be especially bensficial for you, During
the holidays, you are in a very nostalgic mood. Just
don't let the fantasy override the reality.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18). The
emphasis this month is on the career and public
sector of your life. Even with Mercury retrograde
in this area, you are renewing contacts from the
past, and these will be very helpful with your over
all career direction. You are very ready to siart
new projects, but you will have to wait to begin
them until after the 20th to assure success. This
can be the beginning of a dream-fulfillment time
for you, but you have to assert yourself to make it
manifest. The holidays are best spent with family
and friends who you like, not those to whom you
feel obligated.

PISCES (February 19-March 20). It is best to
get away from all schedules this menth. You are
searching for something that makes you feel con-
nected to your passions. That may be something
from your past. It would be good for you to take
a trip and go back to a place that you visited be-
fore. Werk has a bit too much drama for you to
handle. You are not willing to be trapped at any
place, physically or emotionally, Al the end of the
month, you are feeling energetic and ready to
take on anything. Don't overdo your schedule for
the holidays.

Read Lifly Roddy's 2006 forecast, which appeared
i our January issue (“Word from Above”), at www
‘outsmartmagazine.com,
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. Marion E. Coleman

Your Community Image Inker!

* Top Female Business person
* One of the Top Community Heros
2006 OutSmart Reader's Choice Awards

House of Coleman
Fine Printing & Graphics

901 WEST ALABAMA

HOUSTON, TX 77006-4693
713.523.92591 » FAX 713.524.2643
www.HouseofColeman.com

Your image just got better!

Serving Montrose from
Hilfiger to Dolce & Gabbana

L

A
CLEANERS

Now offering same-day Saturday service.
Looking good has never been so convenient.

3407 Montrose
713.527.0880

542 Waugh

713.529.1150

Dalton DeHart

Gay Men's Chorus

Recent events photos on the website:
* Political Events » TGRA +» HRC Dinner

* GMCH & Bayou City Women's Chorus

« Out al TUTS Night at the Hobby Center
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www.daltondehart.com
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Your Kroger Signature store on Montrose
offers one-stop shopping convenience.
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SceneQut

OUT IN HOUSTON THE POWER TO

1 The new Black Diamonds Revie, which introduces a new show on
Nov. 12 at Fitzgerald's, includes (clockwise from top |) Cam'Ron
St. Clair, Tierra Nicale, China Doll Dupree, Tevin St.
James, and Raven-Yolanda Adams (details, see “OutFront,”
September DutSmarf)

2 0n Aug. 9, Jacques Passino and Pamela Passino of
Jacques Antigues hosted a kickoff reception for the Design Indus-
tries Fighting AIDS Take a Seat henefit, for which designers and art-
ists transform wooden chairs into works of art for auction. Attending
the kickoff (l-r): co-chair Aton LaDay, Jacgues Passino, Pamela
Passino (in wig decorated with miniafure chairs), Alvin Abraham,
and co-chair Steven Wagner. The Take a Seat evant takes place
Nov. 11 at The Royalton at River Daks.

3 Dennis Draper (1) and Rob Arcos teased Houston Bay &
Leshian Film Festival supporters with a door prize at the Aug. 30
kickoff party at Guava Lamp prior to the 10th annual Houston Gay &
Lesbian Film Festival in September.

NOKIA
B165i

FREE

After instant savings.

4 Matt De Dliveira (1) and Drew De La Rosa work at In-N-Out,
the new elub in the Heights,

5 Members of the Lone Star Lariats country-and-western dance team
gathered for their annual fundraiser at Brazos River Bottom on Aug, 18,

& Former Houstonian Harold Wolpert (third from r), managing
director of Roundabout Theatre Company in New York, accepted

the Tony Award for best musical revival for The Pajama Game on
June 11. Accompanying him were other members of the producing
team, including (-r) Julia C. Levy, Scott Landis, Todd Haimes,
James Fuld Jr., and Jeffrey Richards. Wolpert was general
manager of the Alley Theatre when he lived in Houston

Phone offer requires new line of service
& two-year subscriber agreement

> Bluetooth® Wireless
Technology enabled

> Built-in 1.0 MP flash camera
> Sprint PCS Vision® enabled

7 Nelvin Esquille (far r) and Mark Ackerlund (third from [)
hasted a house blessing for their new residence with friends (1) Jesse
and Fran Vaughan, and Sean and Claudia Randall, on Aug. 12

8 Spotted at the Aug. 19 Back Door Sushi and Gekkeikan compli-
mentary sake tasting (I-): Duane Nowell, Indra Kasim, Jimmy
Tao, Jonathan Dizon, YuYu Huang. and Victor Song. g B[ t ‘th
9 Tom Schwenk and Jack Bell (first and second from ) G0d
welcomed Bob Scott, Jim Rothgeb, Mike Phillips, and (in
front) Tony LaCorte to their Galveston home for Schwenk’s 50th
birthday party on June 3.

Get a Bluetooth Wireless
Headset FREE, too!

N
Sprint \}

Together with NEXTEL

10 Posing with their trophies at the Aug, 5 Montrose Softhall
League awards banquet at the Westin Galleria: (kneeling, 1)
Marcus Peters, Ray Dlachia; (standing, I-r), Amanda Helton,
Joel Pena, Hector Merino, Rita Guzman, Mark D’Brian,
Chris Whatley, Shelly Desheneau, Eric Edwards, Jerome
Banasik, and Jeremy De La Pena

Authorized Representative

Free Delivery!

gov'treq’d charges.

55 N Qnrm -Far

GET BETTER
CONNECTED FOR FREE
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- Body wasting, chronic depres$ion, paranoia,
hallucinations, psychosis, schizophrenia, isolation,
suicidal tendencies, poverty, death...

Wise up to Tina, because ignorance kills!

Legac MONTROSE
B g y - ' lll‘l COUNSELING
Commﬁnity Health Services 3 SENEES |
Call 713-830-3070 or visit Call 713-529-0037 or visit
www.legacycommunityhealth.org * www.montrosecounselingcenter.org
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