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* A farewell to PFLAG heroes Sue and Jim Null

* Chatting with author E. Lynn Harris

* A transgender woman joins the job-discrimination fight
* Spring food and wine ideas




Party with your Peeps

Easter Sunday, April 8, 2007, 2-7pm
Downtown Houston, Fish Plaza, 501 Texas Avenue

DJ/Producer Joe Bermudez from Rise in Boston
WWW. JOEBERMUDEZ.COM
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Following Bunnies 28, please join us at South Beach for Tribal Paradise. Featuring the music of DJ/Producer Jamie J. Sanchez of San Francisco.

WWW.BUNNIESONTHEBAYQU . ORG WWW MYSPACE.COM/BUNNIESONTHEBAYOU
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Sell your home for
5] ,000 when you
buy your home
with Urtoan Living

Urbanlite.com

Luxurious elevator ready homes with exceptional
rooftop views in the Museum District from $467,500

Feagan Court  FARkB

e

S R T

Custom spiral staircase to roof deck with
downtown views in Rice Military from $387.000

Freestanding homes with private yards

in Rice Military from $379,700 FarbHomes.com

Visit Our Sales Center at
5023 Washington Ave

open / days aweek 10-7
European finishes

in Rice Military

SIS /1 3.868.7226

FeaganCasitas.com



A FAMILY IS A LITTLE WORLD
CREATED BY LOVE.

OUR GIFT TO YOU...
YOUR FIRST SESSION
1S COMPLIMENTARY!

PHOTOGRAPHS
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PHOMNE » 713-255-2882

PLEASE VISIT MY WEBSITE
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO
SEE SAMPLES OF MY WORK

WWW.FARRAHBRANIFF.COM
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1. KOH!NI plont pot $39.99 Terracotta, @20, H19%" 700.762.23 2. KAKAQ plant pot $9.99 Earthenware. @93, H9" 100.941.64 Soucer 32.99 @11" 800.941.65
3. TISTELO tub $19.99 Acocio, @13%, H14%4" 800.795.94 4. BJURON flower box $14.99 Galvanized steel/ocacia, L20VexW7 YaxHE%" 000.795.93 5. HUSON plant

pot 5:29_99 Galvanized steel, @174 H146W" 200.420.18 6. MYNTA plunr pot £15.99 Earthenware, L10%W10%xH9" 701,152 48 Saucer $7 L1 1xW 1 1xH2" 7.
HUSON plant pot $39.99 Galvanized steel pigmented palyester powder conting. @12%, H231:" 201.152.60 8. MYNTA plant pot $49.99 Earthenware. @11134, H24Y%'
901.151.05 9. SOMMAR plant pots with saucers §1.50/3pk Terracotia. @2%, H2% 000.999.25 10. MYNTA plant pot $6.99 Terracotta. @12V, H1134" 700.693.69
Saucer $3 @11" 500.693.45
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7810 Katy Freeway, Houston, TX ®
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Snoring may lead to sleepless nights and strained
relationships. Dr. Pasha addresses snoring and sleep
apnea (CPAP alternatives) with 12 different office and
surgical procedures, including the Pillar Procedure®

The Pillar Procedure®

FDA cleared and clinically proven

3 implants

| “stiffen” the
soft palate
to reduce
.‘.m)l'rng.

High satisfaction with patients and partners

One time, brief, in-office procedure

Raza Pasha, MD

““Pasha

Board Certified: Amernican Board of Ctolaryn
281. Jg[)_,],),)_ Siftus & Allergy Center
Ak lh thefreelv.com Snoring ¢ Sleep Center
Wt Hovuton Doctors” Clini 12121 Richmnond Ave. Suit st T

PET NANNY’S Pet Sitting, Inc.

“Ue treat your fet as ouv own”

ALINA BOLUA, OWNER INSURED
CAROLYN RICE, OWNER BONDED

oy P.O. Box 31900-327
) Houston, TX 77231-1900

1304 1-5352

pnannys@yahoo.com
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myFaves™ 600 P
NATIONAL WHENEV

Add unlimited caﬂmg to everyone in the T-Mobile ns!wart for $6.99 per month

Limited time offer

SAMSUNG Stripe
e plan ..ﬁl-.-'\-‘ 1 i

agreamanl. Pho ; equires 2-year ag 2t Taxes and faes not inc Jnc

1-Mobile myfaves™
Wireless Dreams
(Inside Hong Kong City Mall)

11205 Bellaire Blvd, Aisle ¢
832.328.1300

Total Wireless
303 West Gray St, Ste B
(West Gray @ Taft 5t)
713.523.3232

Additional restrictions apply; see printed materials and T-Mobile's Terms and Conditions, viewable at www.l-mobile.com, for details. Limited time offer and subject to change without notice.

MOTOROLA Rox

Telecom Viet Hoa
(Viet Hoa Supermarket)
8300 W. Sam Houston Plkwy
281.564.5300
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Carol Whyatt

LOVE LETTERS?
HATE MAIL?

Send to
Letters, 3406 Auduban Place,
Houston, TX 770086,

or e-mail to letters@outsmartmagazine.com.

1 Wireless Inc.
BEllgire Bivd., Ste C1

Interested in becoming & T-Mobile Authorized
Dbalar? Call Eﬂwarﬁ C:arra nco at 281.948.7520

i -Mul_ﬂlv-

authorized dealer

Paisano Telecom
8950 Westpark Dr., #115
713.782.1575

T-Mabile is a federally registered trademark, and the magenta color is a trademark, of Deutsche Telekom AG. @ 2007 T-Mobile USA, Inc

t il_u_;:L-,_"-

OutSmart APRIL 2007

5




Outfront

IS THAT A
CARROT

IN YOUR
POCKET?
When Bunnies

on the Bayou call
their annual Easter
event, Houston's
“largest outdoor
cocktail party,”

a fundraiser,
that's exactly
what they mean.
Sponsors pay for
everything up
front. So when you
plunk down that
$25 on April 8 to
enjoy a downtown
afternoon of fun,
sun (we hope),
cool beverages,
hot tunes spun by
D) Joe Ramirez,
and a flag-twirl-
ing performance
by the Houston Fly
Boys, rest assured
that every penny
of that $25 lands
in the coffers of
its 13 designated
charities. The
Bunnies hosts
include (I-r)
Alfred Naranjo,
Christian Rogers,
Sean Carter, John
Cox, Jay Pressley,
Vince Flickinger,
and Chris Meterko.
Details: www.
bunniesonthe
bayou.org.

Photographed
by David Lewis
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There’s a new reason
to ask about

REYATAZ'
latazanavir sulfate)

200 mg/300 mg
capsules

Now it’s the only one pill, once-a-day protease inhibitor (PI)
as part of HIV combination therapy.

*Single pill REYATAZ is for patients who have taken anti-HIV medicines before. It must be taken with ritonavir once daily in HIV combination therapy.

REYATAZ does not cure HIV, a serious disease, or help prevent passing HIV to others.

ding on the test used).

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
ABOUT REYATAZ (atazanavir sulfate)

INDICATION: REYATAZ (atazanavir sulfate) is a prescription
medicine used in combination with other medicines to treat
people who are infected with the human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV). REYATAZ has been studied in 48-week trials in both
patients wha have taken or have never taken anti-HIV medicines,

REYATAZ does not cure HIV or help prevent passing
HIV to others.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION:

Do not take REYATAZ if you are taking the following
medicines: ergot medicines, Versed”, Halcion”, Orap”,
Propulsid®, Camptosar®, Crixivan’, Mevacor, Zocor”, rifampin
St. John's wort, AcipHex”, Nexium®, Prevacid®, Prilosec”, or
Protonix”. Do not use Viagra®, Levitra®, Clalis™, Vfend”, Advair”,
Flonase®, or Flovent” while you are taking REYATAZ without
first speaking with your healthcare provider. This list of

:i: Bristol-Myers Squibb

REYATAZ, a protease inhibitor (Pl) taken in HIV combination therapy:
# Can help raise your T-cells
# Can help lower your viral load to undetectable’
% Low chance of diarrhea (shown in clinical trials)®
Undetectable is defined as a viral load of less

REYATAT in combination therapy had a 1-1%

than 400 or 50 copies/ml

medicines is not complete, Discuss all prescription and
non-prescription medicines, vitamin and herbal
supplements, or other health preparations you are
taking or plan to take with your healthcare provider.

Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have any
side effects or conditions, including the following:

* A change in the way your heart beats may occur
and could be a symptom of a heart problem.

« Diabetes and high blood sugar may occur in
patients taking protease inhibitor medicines like
REYATAZ (atazanavir sulfate)

*Yellowing of the skin and/or eyes may occur due
to increases in bilirubin levels in the blood (hilirubin is
miade by the liver)

= Rash (redness and itching) sometimes occurs in patients
taking REVATAZ, most often in the first few weeks after
the medicine is started, and usually goes away within
two weeks with no change in treatment.

REYATAL is & regrvtered trademark; of Bristol-Myers Squiih Company. 2006 Bristol- Myers Squibb Company, Pinceton, N 08543 LSA. 1206 FI-Ko3te

REYATAZ'*
wiimonaome  (atazanaVir SUlfatelteerite

ASK YOUR DOCTOR if REYATAZ, in HIV combination therapy, can help you fight HIV your way.

one pill,
once-a-day

in combination
therapy”

« If you have liver disease, including hepatitis B or (,
your liver disease may get worse when you take anti-HIV
medicines fike REYATAZ {atazanavir sulfate)

* Some patients with hemophilia have increased bleeding
problems with protease inhibitor medicines like REYATAZ

Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients

taking anti-HIV medicines. The cause and long-term

effects are not known at this time

Other side effects of REYATAZ taken with other anti-HIV

medicines inchide: nausea, headache, stomach pain, vomiting,

diarrhea, depression, fever, dizziness, trouble sleeping,
numbness, and tingling or burning of hands or feet.

You should take REYATAZ once daily with food (a meal or

snack). You should take REYATAZ and your other anti-HIV

medicines exactly as instructed by your healthcare provider.

Please see Important Patieat Information about REYATAZ on the
next page.
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PATIENT INFORMATION ELONLY < ff youhaaa L
REYATAZ® (RAY-ah-taz) - Shinses I body L T
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: following medicines with REYATAZ because of possible serious side effects:

= Cholesh i "

Do not take the following medicines with REYATAZ bacause they may

ywier the amaount of REYATAZ in

your blood

r following medicing if you are taking REYATAZ and NORVIR® together

= gre allergic to REYATAZ any of its ingradients. tive .: dient &5 atazanavic sulfate. See the and The fallowing madicin a2y require your healtheamn provider to moanitor your therapy more closely

What should | tell my healt ider before | take REYATAZ
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gnant or planning to

ime pregnant. 11

= If you are breast-feeding. ¥ | 111 you & th: i gy of o T
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. lar e, | & It i important that you do not miss any
of REY ¢ your other antl-HIV
. are than the prescribed ATAL
Can ke REYATAL?
Wha ara the possible side effects of REYATAZ? ikt d i
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Outfront

WIFELY
DUTY.

In one of the high-
lights of the arts
season, Philip Lehl
stars in the Stages
Repertory Theatre
production of / Am
My Own Wife, the
one-man drama
about the true-life
story of Charlotte
von Mahlsdort, an
antigues dealer
who lived openly
as a cross-dresser
under both the
Nazi and Com-
munist regimes

in Germany.

The celebrated
Doug Wright play
received hoth the
Tony Award and
the Pulitzer Prize
in 2004. Lehl,
pictured here dur-
ing a rehearsal,
performs the
challenging role
through May 10.
On April 10, the
American Civil
Liberties Union
Foundation of
Texas hosts a ben-
efit preview per-
formance, chaired
by Randall Ellis
(tickets: 713/942-
8146). During the
production, Stages
presents an exhibi-
tion of portraits
by photographer
Frank White of
local transgender
individuals, who
include prominent
activists Sara Rook
and Melanie Rudd.

Photographed
by Nathan
Haase
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News Briefs

DATEBOOK

AIDS Foundation Houston holds its Positive
Opinion Leaders meeting on Apr, 3 and every Tuesday
this month, 6 p.m., at the Houstan GLET Commu-

nity Center. Details: Nike Lukan, 713/623-6796 x248,
Lukann@afhoustan.org,

With its Apr. 4, 7 p.m., general meeting, Houston

GLBT Political Caucus moves its monthly meet-
ing to a new location, the Havens Center at St. Stephen's
Episcopal Church. Details: T13/521-1000, www.hglbtpo.org.

Poet and entertainer Aaron Coleman hosts Jazz,
Poetry & Art, an svening presented by the Houston
GLET Community Center 1o celebrate National Poetry
Month, on Apr. 13, 7 p.m., at Bering & James gal-

lery, Donations benefit the community center. Details:
aaronssongs@ yahoo.com,

The secend annual AssistHers Softball Tour-
nament, rescheduled from March 17 due to weather,
takes place on Apr. 14 in Memorial Park. Details: www.
assisthers.org.

Houston Equal Rights Alliance and Hous-
ton GLBT Political Caucus hold their monthly
community workday on Apr. 18, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at their
office. Details: www.houstonera.org.

Dareanok continued on page 14

News Briers CompiLep Y Nancy Forp

POLITICAL CAUCUS PAC
ENDORSES NORIEGA FOR COUNCIL

he Houston
GLBT Po-
litical Cau-

cus politcal-action
committee voted to
endorse candidate
Melissa Noriega for
City Council, At-large
Position 3, at 1ts
March general meet-
ing, held March 7.
Citing that the
meeting room at
the Houston GLBT
Community Center
was “filled to capac-
ity” with approxi-
mately 50 members
attending, caucus president Jenifer
Pool characterized the endorsement
of Noriega as “overwhelming,” calling
Noriega “a proven friend of the com-
munity for many years.”

Openly gay can-
didates Noel Free-
man (profiled in “Gay
Watch,” February 2007
OutSmart) and Ivan
Mayers also sought the
endorsement for the
May 12 special elec-
tion to fill the council
seat vacated by Shelly
Sekula-Gibbs.

“The caucus had the
privilege to be able to
screen two openly gay
candidates in a race,”
“The GLBT

community i8 begin-

Pool said. *

ning to come of age
with such good candidates. Even though
they were neophytes in the political race,
Noel and Ivan have the potential to be
strong candidates for our community in

the future.” News Briges

continued on page 14

“A Great Deal at the End of the Rainbow...”

Special Financing Available
Pre-Owned All Makes a IH  Models

Open Monday - §

inneganChryslerJeep.c:

' 433 Southwest Freeway
senberg, Texas 77471

Jeep | Finnegan

;ﬂ & .|

Chrysler « Jeep « Dodge

713.817.7850
ask for Denny Holiday
oliday@finneganchryslerjeep.com

DODGE

fall in furniture love

Love at first sight. Oak Park, a timeless, elegant collection available in over 70 colors of
fop grade leather and over 90 colors of Ulfrasuede. The wide, block square arm support
deep seating comfort and sweeping curve back make the sectional ideal for a room
where it can be seem from all angles.

cantoni

FURNITURE « ACCESSORIES « DESIGN STUDID

FIVE STAR DEALERS
DU R

We're better. We'll prove it.

HOUSTON = 9889 WESTHEIMER » 1 BLOCK WEST OF GESSNER e 713.787.94%94
HOURS * MONDAY - FRIDAY: 10-7PM, SATURDAY: 10-6PM, SUNDAY: 1-5PM
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DATEBOOK continued from page 12

In Galveston, Misty Valdez hosts a pre-benefil
show at Undercurrent kicking off her 20th annual
series of shows benefiting AIDS Coalition of Coastal
Texas on Apr. 14, 9:30 p.m, buffet, 10:30 p.m. show
with the Gulf Coast Drag Mafia. Details: www.under-
currentgalveston.com,

Shannon Schrader, M.0., and Nelson Vergel of
Program for Wellness Restoration present “The
Latest on HIV Research: Things You

Should Know" seminar and free dinner on Apr. 19,
6 p.m., at United Way. Details; nelsonvergel@yahoo.com.

In celebration of its 20th anniversary year, The
Menil Collection presents a lecture by
museum architect Renzo Piano on Apr. 21, 10 pm,,
in Richmond Hall, as part of the “MenilTalks at 20"
series. Details: www.menil.org.

Human Rights Campaign Houston
holds its annual gala dinner on Apr. 21, 6 p.m., at the
Hilton Americas. Details: www.hrchouston.org.

With the theme "Declaration; | Am What | Am,”
Houston Splash, the annual Black Pride cele-
bration, takes place May 3-i, at Houston and Galves-
ton locations. Activities include the kick-off Declara-
tion Ball on May 4, 10 p.m.-4:30 a.m,, at The Merid-
ian. Details: B32/443-1016, www houstonsplash.com.

More: www.outsmartmagazine.com

Pei Wei Asian Diner.
Warm. Inviting.
With Great Taste.

Dine in or easy take away.

Great tasfe is close to you.

14 APRIL 2007 QutSmart
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SAN ANTONIO VETERAN
NAMED HRC SPOKESPERSON

Thv first U.S. military
service person wound
ed in the Irag war, retired
Marine Staff Sgt. Eric
Alva, now serves as a na-
tional spokesperson in the
Human Rights Campaign
effort to repeal the “Don't
Ask, Don't Tell” military
policy.

Alva ecame out publicly
during a Capitol Hill press
conference in early March
The press conference
reintroduced the Military
Readiness Enhancement
Act, legislation to repeal
the ban against openly gay and lesbian
Americans serving in the military.

“When Eric Alva lost his leg in Iraq
[in 2003], it didn't matter whether he was

gay or straight, only that he was a coura-

geous American serving his country,” HRC

president Joe Solmonese said in a media

statement. “Eric’s voice
represents the sacrifice

of thousands of gay and
leshian service members
fighting for the safety and
freedom of all Americans
We believe his story should
lelp move this issue for-
ward and educate Congress
as to why it's so important
to lift the diseriminatory
ban that compromises our
nalion’s security.”

“My proudest moment
in the military came when
[ would confide in one of
my friends about my sexual

orientation, and they still treated me with
the same respect as before,” Alva said.
“And although I'm no longer wearing the
uniform of the U.S. Marine Corps, my mis-
sion continues to be protecting the rights
and freedoms of all Americans.”

As spokesperson for HRC, Alva will —

STERLING McCALL A ACURA

Friendly Service
Supporting your Community

Come Out and Be Yourself at
Sterling McCall Acura

PEIl WEI

Your Community Representative

General Sales Manager
Direct: 713.596.2365
MChan@SterlingMcCallAcura.com

Iwwu;r;SterlingM—cC IIACUT

Join the Celebration!

Bingo Night

Saturday, April 14, 6:30 pm
$8 per session

$2 per coverall game

Food, Fun & Fabulous Prizes

5th Annual Golf Classic
Saturday, April 21

8:30 am Shotgun Start

Bear Creek Golf World

Registration & Sponsorship form at
www.ResurrectionMCC.org

Twisted Torch:

A Celebration of Life

Saturday, April 28, 7:00 pm
featuring Cassandra White, soloist & Rodney Waters, pianist

Tickets available now at www.mukuru.org
Platinum $35: Pre-concert gathering with artists & E. Lynn Harris, VIP seating, reception
Gold $25: Preferred seating, reception
Silver $10: General admission

Preceeds benefit AIDS Foundation Houston HIV Prevention Program

E. Lynn Harris
Sunday, April 29
9:00 am & 11:00 am

Author of best-seller,

Jazz Brunch & I Say a Litde Prayer,
delivers the Message

Book Slgni ng at both Sunday Services I/N{i;‘, . N

Sunday, April 29, 12:30 pm =\ mm

Enjoy a delicious brunch, the sounds of jazz, o+ j II
- J’ /

and have your book signed by E. Lynn Harris
Tickets $25

Available now at 713-861-2149

Resurrection

Metropolitan Community Church

Creating a Life that Matters...Creates a Church that Matters!

Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church / 2025 West | I th Street, Houston, Texas 77008 / www.ResurrectionMCC.org
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aise awareness of the impact Accountability Office estimatec
OF IIISTORIC & ) ‘Don’t Ask, Don't T:-ll that the cost to recruit and TRANSATLANTIC
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IIII!I"!'H Lt L] i IO g IF YOU BOOK ANY AVAILABLE BALCONY CABIN BY APRIL 13TH

- . q i I.AKE jAcKan MAN Is I.EAD _ RSVP WILL PAY FOR YOUR AIRFARE BACK HOME*

PLAIHTI FF IN ‘DUN,T ASK, nuN'T Join RSVP Vacations as we make history on the first-
aver all-gay and -lesbian transatlantic crossing aboard the
IREETHEECE 0 |l TEI-I.' BIHBUIT BBUHT APPEAL world’'s most famous ocean liner -- the Queen Mary 2.
|£|li ; w i o Biret Divevit abont Don't Enjoy five-star accommodations, white-glove service, and
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THE FUTURE OF PRIDE:
WHAT DO YOU THINK?

ride Houston has about the proposed changes
P[nn;l i moving the to the GLBT Pride Parade and
location and date of the Please go to www.out
Houston GLBT Pride Parade smartm 188
and Festival in 2008, To gather  your opinion,
community input, Pride Hous-
ton has posted
website. {ple:
More than 800 respondents
to that survey have indicated

1e.com to exj

ould favor the following
one hox in each

Irvey on its

category at our wehbsie):

i o e the Houston GLBT
Pride P
L Mave the n GLBT

Wyatt (see Pride Parade downtown

7). People in the community
act to a possible move,
of People

2. L Leave the Houston GLBT

You may leave additional
comments at www.outsmart
ine.com. Th
d for resid
rounding coun
vote once

A New York hospital tested people for 210
chemicals in the bodies of environmental and
health activists. 11 n 1

und, all linked

imagine how TOXIC YOU might

Now there's a solution: A unigue

cont

1 downtown loca-

1 June 14, The
vill be held at

» of the Pride

ild lik
d the foll

v important to Ho

CAUCUS NIXES
PRIDE MOVES

ral meet-
LBT Politi-

ited to

s the histor

1 GLBT community

¢ Housto
d date ct

Parade ar

'HE WEB: Read more

Ol 4t www.RiverDaksDetox.com
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in Rice

Call TODAY!

River Daks Detox, (713) 630-0100
Aspen Detox (713) 526-2200

Dr. David P. Summers,
Ph.D., D.Se.

River Oaks DETOX ASPEN DETOX

River Oaks Detox is located at 2034-A West Gray at the River Oaks
Shopping Center, next to Jamba Juice (West Gray @ S Shepherd)

Aspen Detox is located at 5510 Morningside, in the
Village/West U area between D’Amico’s and Baker Street Pub
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Important Informatmn

i[ gim
other medicines to treat HIV |nreﬁ|l_n|mdul{s.

ATRIPLA does not cure HIV or prevent
passing HIV to others. See your healthcare
provider regularly.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION:

Contact your healthcare provider right away
if you experience any of the iuliuw‘mlg side
effects or conditions associated with ATRIPLA:

« Nausea, vomitina, unusual muscle pain,
and/or weakness. These may be signs of a
buildup of acid in the blood (lactic acidosis),
which is a serious medical condition.

« Light colored stools, dark colored urine,
and/or if your skin or the whites of your
eyes turn yellow. These may be signs of
serious liver problems.

« If you have HIV and hepatitis B virus (HBV),
your liver disease may suddenly get worse
if you stop taking ATRIPLA. Do not stop
taking ATRIPLA unless directed by your
healthcare provider.

Do not take ATRIPLA if you are taking the
following medicines because serious and
life-threatening side eﬂects may

taken together:

v S ATPIPLH
OF Cross-fesistanc IV drugs.

This list of medicines is not complete.
Discuss with your healthcare provider all
prescription and nonprescription medicines,
vitamins, and herbal supplements you are
taking or plan to take.

Contact your healthcare provider right
away if you experience any of the following
side effects or conditions:

* Severe depression, strange thoughts,

or angry/abnormal behavior have been

reported by a sma
Some pa

Il number of patients.

have had thoughts of suicide

Edl[lli” committed suicide.

These pr
natients whn m

» Dizziness, trouble sleeping or concentrating,

occur more often in
h:li mental iliness

drowsiness, unusual dreams, and/or
hallucinations are com mon, and tend to go
away after tak efay

were s
patients
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Pregnancy: Women siwuld not become
pregniant whlle takmq MRIPLA Serious

. Efeast Feedir;gj W :

not breast feed b
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"-‘-"E!“lt t” LI
+ Bone changes. |

* If you have ever had mental illness or
use illegal drugs or alcohol.

ody fat

ATRIE‘LH

have beer

hnu[d take ATRIPLA once daily on an

may rnab: some side

aking ATRIPLA at bedtime
effects less bothersome.

if you or someone you know needs help
paying for medicine, call 1-888-4PPA-NOW
(1-888-477-2669). Or go to www.pparx.org
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ATRIPLA. one
can he!p me stay on top of my HIV

The first and only complete HIV reglmen in one p||| dallv

pl” dally

ATRIPLA may be taken alone or with other HIV medicines.

» Effective: proven to lower viral load to undetectable’ and
help raise T-cell ((D4+) count through 48 weeks of a clinical study.

* One Pi", Once a Dav: Take on an empty stomach,
preferably at bedtime, and you're done with ATRIPLA for 24 hours.
Taking ATRIPLA at bedtime may make some side effects less bothersome.

. TDIE[&bi"W: Well-established patient experience in clinical studies
with the three proven medicines in ATRIPLA.

T Undetectable was defined as a viral load of less than 400 copies/mL.

Ask your doctor if ATRIPLA is right for you.

visit wWww.ATRIPLA.com

ATRIPLA

It all adds up to one.”’

* ATRIPLA is @ combination of 3 HIV medicines - SUSTIVA® (efavirenz), EMTRIVA® (emtricitabine), and VIREAD” (tenofovir disoproxil fumarate).
Please see Patient Information including “What is the most important information | should know about ATRIPLA?” on the next page.
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What a World

by Nancy Ford

YOU CAN GO HOME AGAIN

Why friends and family flock to the annual reunion
for Kindred Spirits, the late, great nightclub

indred Spirits was the first gay wom-

en’s bar 1 ever set foot in. Ever hear

if it? No? Really? Then I'm flattered
that you—a very, very young person—should
choose to read this eolumn.

Serendipitously, | was escaping Ohio and
visiting Houston that fateful February 1980
weekend of Kindred Spirits’ grand opening.
Never before had this nai
the gay community seen so many lesbians

¢ neophyte to

in a natural habitat, roaming free. Look at
them all! Hundreds and hundreds of them!

Amazing! Shhh, don't startle them—they'il

scatter!
Though [ returned briefly to Ohio after
that first visit, I never really looked back. It
seems like only moments later [
had packed my buckeye bags and
moved to Texas, Hey, that's where
all the women were. 1 had seen
their herd with my own eyes!
Not long after my great migra-
tion, I found myself strapping on
my guitar and entering a talent
competition at Kindred Spirits {or
“KS” as we called it then, before
those letters stood for something

far less entertaining). As it hap-

1 rainy Sunday

pe‘m'ii, It Wi
afternoon—not exactly prime
time—but [ won the contest, the
grand prize being a paid gig en-
tertaining the KS Friday happy-
hour crowd.

That prize was my first professional gig
in a gay club. Since I can't recall exactly how
the ju
must have fallen to the Boss Lady. You can
bless/blame Marion Coleman for launching
my gay showbiz career.

dging was set up, [ assume the decision

Another prize | won at Kindred Spirits;
a girlfriend. A really good one, too—not the
kind you wish you'd never met after your
credit card invoices and tests results come
back.

D and I met one of those magical nights
at Kindred Spirits I1, the Galleria-area redux
of the outgrown KS 1 en Buffalo Speedway,
when anything could happen...and often did.
We locked eyes over the video trivia game
and went home together that very same night
(yes, mirls do that sometimes too, guys).

And that, as they say, was that for nearly
five years, and we're still together.

No no no, we're not together together now.
Silly. But D and I, as well D's now-wife of 16-
plus years, are all the very best of friends.

It's a rare thing when you can walk into
an establishment looking for a friend and
walk out with a family.

KS was also special in that it was the
first club for gay women in Houston—make
that in the Southwest—that looked more
like a Bennigan's than a garage. Live plants
adorned the walls rather than peeling paint
and cinder blocks. We sat shoulder to shoul-
der, rocking in the clean, green director’s
chairs in the sunken lounge area subtly lit

KS was also special in that
it was the first club for gay
women in Houston—make

that, in the Southwest—
that looked more like a
Bennigan’s than a garage.

by the artful neon cactus. We draped over
the upper railing, gazing down into the chick
sea that undulated in waves beneath us. We
stayed out of the fire lane, by god.

But KS was more than cold beer and
cheap thrills. Way more

In the '80s, Houston had no gay commu-
nity center, no gay coffee shops, Houston had
little gay bookstore that wasn't

one—one!
a porn shop. The very few gay organizations
that existed had even fewer places to meet.
On any given night, a thirsty customer
might walk into KS to find a politically
motivated meeting going on in one corner,
a softball team setting batting lineup in
another, auditions for an upstart gay theater
company in yvet another. Without question,
KS was a precursor to, if not the birthplaee

of, many current community organizations
that thrive today.

It's been more than 26 years since Kindred
Spirits first opened its doors and almost two
decades since those doors closed. Later, the

gargantuan, multi-clubbed, also now-clozed
Ranch became the hub for local leshians,
further expanding the idea that a women’s
bar needn’t look like a bomb shelter. Now it’s
the Chances/G Spot/New Barn triplex in the
heart of Montrose that carries the torch that
Marion Coleman lit. Another of KS's more
enduring legends, Miss Vieci, can be found
at the newly renovated G Spot, still serving
drinks without attitude. Drop in sometime
and ask her to share a war story or two.
Marion Coleman, long

mainstay of Houston's gay com-
munity, tells me that over the
vears hundreds of women have
asked her when she's going to
open another Kindred Spirits.
In 2002, she and a handful of
friends began producing a re-
union of sorts for those hundreds
of former customers, employees,
and supporters, all of whom
continue the KS tradltt:m each
spring. Thousands of women
and their friends attend those
fund-raising parties, so far col-

lecting in excess of $30,000 for
charities.

Now in its sixth year, the
celebration is set for April 28, 8 p.m,, at the
v Center. Still advocating
rion says the 525 ticket

Edwin Hornberge

for her community, M

benefits AssistHers, Bering Support Network,
Houston Buver’s Club, and Leshian Health
Initiative-Houston. Full details are available
at www.kindredspiritshouston.org.

Perhaps eventually Marion can be per-
suaded to open yet another Kindred Spirits,
Or mavbe she should open a pair of clubs:
Kindred Spirits 111 for her new custom-
ers—the naive neophytes who are visiting
from Ohio and setting foot in a gay bar for
the first time in their lives—and Kindred
Spirits Rehab/Retirement Center/RV Park
for her former ones.

I'd happily play the Friday happy-hour
gig at either. B
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by Daryl Moore

TO TELL THE TRUTH

After six years, the White House now confronts a new game

OWer corrupts. Absolute POWEr cor-
rupts absolutely. There 1s no better
evidence of that tenet than the current
adminigtration. The problem for the Bush ad-
ministration is that after years of its having
had a free pass, the Democrats now control
the Senate and the Congress, and with that,
the power of the subpoena and the ability to
investigate allegations of corruption
When the Republicans controlled the
Senate and the Congress, there was no check
or balance on the Bush White House. No ac-
count ;||nl|!.\-'. :\n}' ;-1[|L’,~_’.‘1thm of L'(ll'!'upt 10N Was
whitewashed. Whether the allegation was
that the
war intelligence to gain authorization for go-

adminmistration had lied about pre-

ing to war (a more I:n‘;r‘ri-';-lL'I‘);lhlL' offense than
lying about a blow job); what Dick Cheney
discussed with oil-company executives before
introducing energy legislation (oil-company
executives originally testified that they did
not meet with the vice president but some

have now acknowledged that they did)

Gelorge Clinton |

¢ Lucinda Williams

THE HOUSTON

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL

APRIL 21-22 & 28-29
DOWNTOWN HOUSTON

24 APRIL 2007 OutSmart

Acrobatic Circus

Lo

whether the administration had authorized
secret, illegal wiretaps (the FBI has admit-
ted it has); or whether prisoners were being
illegally detained and tortured (can you say
waterboarding?), the Republicans have been
steadfast in their support of the President
They have refused to subpoena witnesses,

.--;]l|.g'-]|.‘hg-|_| investigations, and stiff-armed

Democrats who persisted that allegations of

corruption deserved investigation.

The only bright spot in the partisan
stonewalling was the appointment of Pat-
rick Fitzgerald to investigate and prosecute
anyone involved in the illegal disclosure of
Valerie Plame.

We know the result of that investigation

the identity of CIA agent
and prosecution—the conviction of Scooter
Libby, Cheney's chief of staff and the person
\\'lm ;‘l}){;;;nqnl}' took the fall for Chenev's
overzealous defense of the administration’s

pre-war strategy.
What a difference an election cycle

makes. In November, when the Democrats

Shenzhen;

e

Early Bird Tickets $8
(il April 18)

Advance Discount Ticket $10
(after April 18)

took back eontrol of Congress, they regained
a useful tool—the power to investigate al-
legations of corruption, the power to hold
congressional hearings to investigate such
.-||1L-.;_'.‘1Iinr|.-:. and the power to Hul.IpuL'HLL
witnesses and to compel them to testify at
investigative hearings.

Lo and behold, there has been a sudden
shift at
for its steadfast secrecy. The veil has begun to

the White House, previously known

lift, The new defense secretary, Robert Gates,
appeared and played nice during questioning
before the Senate. People actually showed
up and admitted at Congressional hearings
that the conditions at Walter Reed Army
Medical Hospital were deplorable. Gates took
responsibility and made something happen.
Hi'{hi:“' rllill'!i.

More tellingly, after the Democrats took
over, Attorney General Alberto Gonzales
voluntarily appeared before Congress. After
vears of arguing that the White House's

At the Gate $13
Children =11 $3

Tickets available at@_

or online at: www.ifest.org
FREE Friday Concerts

BPOTLIGHTING

CHINA

April 20 & 27 at City Hall

11am - 1:30pm

) WaMu'

OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

A SCORECARD FOR DEMOCRATS

Clip and save this column, check back in two years

emocrats are now in charge of Con-

gress, having gotten there in part

with the support of millions of dollars
from national gay organizations and about
75 percent of gay voters. Gays are, indeed,
perennially the third most loyal voting bloc
for Democrats (behind blacks and Jews).
Now, it's fair to ask, what are gay Americans
going to get in return? How are we to gauge
the progress made in the next two years?
delow 1s a scorecard.

One way to evaluate congressional Demo-
erats is to ask whether they will be better on
gay issues than Republicans were during
their 12 years in power. Republicans weren't
as bad as some gay activists predicted they
would be. In fact, during the 12 years of Re-
publican rule, Congress passed only one ma-
jor piece of antigay legislation: the Defense
of Marriage Act (DOMA). Of course, DOMA
also had the support of many Democrats and
was signed by President Clinton

In fact, there were mildly positive devel-

photo by daﬁldfé»w;-;lﬁdﬁéﬁﬁ.&én'i' 7

opments during the Republican reign. AIDS
funding remained largely intact. President
Bush formally kept in place Clinton’s execu-
tive order barring discrimination in federal
L"‘.l]ph!}"[l)(‘ﬂl; there was no attempt to repeal
the order by legislation. The first hearings
were held on the Employment Non-Diserimi-
nation Act (ENDA)

But it must be admitted that Republican
congressional leaders tried to do more harm
than they actually did—by pushing for a
federal constitutional amendment banning
gay marriage, for example. Republican con-
gressional leaders also set a tone of hostility
toward gay Americans, exemplified by the
comments of former senator Rick Santorum
warning that decriminalizing gay sex would
lead to “man on dog.”

The Democrats will be an improvement.
The tone will be much better. We will hear
pleasing and soothing words from congres-
sional leaders for a change. The federal
marriage amendment won't even get a vote

for the next two years.

[s this enough? For some people it will be.
Moreover, all manner of excuses will be made
for any lack of action: why pass legislation
the President will veto, other matters require
more immediate attention, the Democrats
can'’t afford to be seen as beholden to “special
interests,” it's more important to concentrate
on electing a Democrat to the White House
in 2008, and 80 on.

For those who expect more in exchange
for gays’ loyalty to the Democrats, here is a
point system for grading them.

(1) Federal recognition of gay relationships
{up to 50 points)

Congress could vote to repeal DOMA (35
points). It could vote to give spousal benefits
to the same-sex domestic partners of federal
employees (15 points). At a minimum, Demo-
cratic leaders could hold hearings on these
matters that will get the ball rolling toward
eventual federal recognition of gay re slation-

ships (3 points). —
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secret wiretapping program did not require

court approval, Gonzales immediately
L‘E'li’ll]ll.{'l"'l'] course and conceded that it did.
after eight U.S.

simultaneously digmissed, and Democrats

Later, attorneys were

questioned those dismissals, Gonzales vol-

untarily appeared again before Congress

and offered that the eight attorneys who had
been fired simultaneously were not fired “for
political reasons” but because of *job-perfor
mance reasons,”

That latter statement does not appear
to stand up to serutiny. Two fired U.S. attor-
neys later testified that they were told by an
acting associate attorney general that they
were fired for political reasons. Two others
testified that several Republican officials had
called them and attempted to influence their
prosecutorial decisions. One was fired after
obtaining a guilty conviction of a Republican
congressman. And one testified that he was
questioned by then-White House Counsel
Harriet Miers, who asked him to explain
why he had “mishandled” the iszue of a
eriminal voter fraud investigation sought
hich the

by Republicans, v prosecutor had

independently decided not to pursue

Because the Democrats are in the
majority and could actually ask guestions
about the firings, we now know that Miers

originally wanted to fire all 93 U.S. attorneys

simultanecusly, but then reduced that to

“targeting” the eight who were ultimately

after others pointed out that the firing
l
Miers is the intellectual

of all 93 might result in political uphe

(Remember, Harriet
giant that Dubya nominated to sit on the
Supreme Court and then withdrew her nomi-
nation when the Democrats made an issue of
her lack of qualifications.) And we have also
learned that although the dismissals were
not supposed to be politically motivated,
one of the would-be replacements was a
Karl Rove favorite, as Gonzales' chief of staff
revealed in an e-mail when he wrote that the
filling of the position was “very important to
Harriet [Miers] and Karl [Rovel.”

Before the Demoerats took over, this, too
would have been whitewashed. The Demo-
crats, as the minority party, could not request
documents or compel the testimony of any
individual unless the Republicans agreed
But that all changed when the new Congress
was sworn in on January 2, 2007.

Un March 9, the House of Representa-
tives judiciary committee wrote to the White
House and requested documents m{] e-mails
that might reflect whether the U.

were dismissed for political reasons. The

- attorneys

letter also stated that the judiciary com-
mittee would like to interview White House
officials. And the Senate judiciary committee

indicated it might like to hear again from
Gonzales and to hear for the first time from
Harriet Miers and Karl Rove.

These three individuals should be given
the opportunity to explain themselves, They
should be compelled to appear before Congress
and to testify, under oath, about their actions.
They should be forced to answer questions
and to tell the truth—something the Bush
administration has not had to do much in the
past six years because it has not been forced
to answer any of the tough guestions

The individuals who do come forward
and testify would be well served to remem-
ber something they should have learned
during the impeachment trial of President

Clinton—that lying under oath is a erime.

Ask Scooter Libhy.

. Houston attorne)
ractiee and is board

(2) Gays in the military (up to 30 points)

With strong Republican support, a
Democratic Congress and Democratic
president gave us Don't Ask, Don't Tell in
1993, The new Democratic Congress could
make amends by voting to repeal the law,
leaving to the president the power to decide
whether to allow gays to serve (20 points)
Or il eould vote simply to ban diserimination
against gays in the military (30 points). At a
minimum, Democratic congressional leaders
could hold hearings on antigay diserimina-
tion in the military (3 points)

(3) ENDA (up to 15 points)

Seventeen states and the District of Co-
lumbia already prohibit employment discrimi-
nation against gays. A federal bill making this
national policy has been pending in Congress
in one form or another for more than three
decades. The latest version being pressed by
national gay groups would also ban discrimi-
nation against transgender people, which
complicates its chances of passage even with
Demaocrats in control. Congress could pass
the legislation, with or without protection for
transgenders ( 15 points), though it might pass
a weak bill with lots of broad exemptions for
small businesses, religiously affiliated institu-
tions, and the like (deduct one point for every
10 percent of gay employvees not covered). At a
mimmum, congressional leaders could sched-
ule another round of hearings
(4) Hate crimes legislation (up to 5 points)

There's no evidence that hate crimes

(1 pni:ﬂ B

laws actually deter hate crimes. There's
little evidence that the states aren't already
progsecuting antigay crimes. But a federal law
would have some symbeolic value, Congress

could pass such a law (5 points). Yet a —
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federal hate crimes law might be unconsti-
tutional. Alternatively, Congress could pass a
hill assisting local law enforcement with the
investigation and prosecution of such crimes
{up to 4 points), Hearings on this are of little
value (1 point).

Cut this column out of this magazine
(print it out if you're reading online ). Stow for
two years, Before you vote in November 2008,
pull it out of your desk and total the Dema-

e. Here's how to evaluate the total:
* 75-100 points: Never vote for another
Republican,
* 50-74 points: Democrats are worth our
first-born children.
* 30-49 points: Democrats are willing to
ficht for gay equality, at some political risk
* 10-29 points: Democrats will do the mini-
mum necessary to mollify gays.
» 0~9 points: Democrats know they can take
gays lor granted

It's an inexact science, but a fun one. It may

not be enough fun, however, to ease the pain of

what [ predict will be a very low score.,

roative side, Dale Car-
i for OutSmart in 1994,
i resicding in Min
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InsideQut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

WELL PRESERVED

Retaining Houston’s historic buildings impacts the future of our city

hen I travel, 1 often tour historic

districts, sometimes visiting his-

toric homes to get a glimpse of
the past. One of my favorite local drives is
along Heights Boulevard. With its beauti-
ful, grand Vietorian homes and Craftsman
bungalows, the boulevard reminds us of a
different era. Drivers in Charleston (where
my mother lives), Savannah, San Antonio,
or Philadelphia could tour for hours looking
at magnificent homes and buildings, many
more than 100 years old. Sadly, Heights is a
relatively short drive in Houston, Hundreds
of Victorian mansions and 19th-century
buildings that once graced Houston now only
exist in the pages of history books.

We can't bring back Houston's stately
past. However, we can prevent more de-
struction and put protections and incentives
into what many consider the weakest his-
toric preservation ordinance in the nation.

That’s what City Council members began

attempting in early March, although they
remain very timid about any imposition on
private property rights, and all the proposed
restrictions are voluntary. Bolstered by the
outery over possible demolition of the River
(Oaks shopping center and both the River
Oaks and Alabama theaters, council passed
the firat of what could be several ordinance
enhancements designed to provide greater
protection for the relatively few remaining
historic structures in Houston.

The first step created the category of

protected landmark. A property designated
a protected landmark by the city may never
be torn down.

Mure recently, City Council imposed a tem-
porary moratorium on demolitions in the Old
Sixth Ward north of downtown, which includes
some of the oldest residential buildings in the
city. This protection will expire on September 1,
giving council time to consider land use controls
that will apply only to the Old Sixth Ward, As
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an owner of some historic houses in that neigh-
borhood, I am watching with interest.

Another proposal would allow permanent
100 percent tax exemptions for about 50 com-
mercial buildings deemed to be the city’s most
sigmificant historic structures. The tax break
would be contingent on maintenance of the
building’s historic fagade. Included on this list
are the River Oaks Theater and the downtown
Macy’s (formerly Foley’s) building. Unfortu-
nately, this plan as currently crafted would not
apply to single-family residences. I hope that
changes. Providing incentives to save the few
remaining historic houses is just as important
as working to preserve commercial buildings.
People who own these homes sometimes need
the tax break, among other incentives, to re-
store an exterior to its original glory.

There are also propoesals to make it easier
for residents to apply for creation of a historic
district as well as increased penalties for 1l-
legal demolition of a historic strueture.

PLANET FORD @ HWY ﬁ

KATY = SUGAR LAND AREA
Highway 6 South at Beechnut

2466-1813

Visit Us 24/7 At PlanetFord.com
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Great Cities

Most current City Couneill members realize
that great cities preserve their history. His-
toric preservation protects a diversity and
way of life that is fast disappearing, When
we tear down the past, we lose our referents,
our compass points, Newcomers find there is
nothing here to link them to the past and the
cities they once knew.

Respected social scientists like Richard
Florida produce one survey after another
coneluding that quality of life (enhanced by
parks, good neighborhoods, diversity and
tolerance, recreation, and historie preserva-
tion) attracts highly mobile top graduates
and famihes to cities—not to mention tour-
ists and conventioneers,

The seven historic districts of Houston make up
less than 3 percent of the city’s 630-plus square
miles. Working for historie preservation in this
sprawling growth center is like swimming
upstream. It goes against the tide of Houston
history. This is a ¢ity of change, of movement, of
the new. If you don't like the landscape, reform
it. Replant the coastal prairie with live oaks. If
the eity 1sn't well positioned for trade, build a
S0-mile ditch to the Gulf of Mexico and call it
the Houston Ship Channel. If you don't like

i Community Health Services
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the climate, change it—thus, air conditioning
and the Astrodome.

Historic preservation in Houston will be
Houston-style. It must be dynamie, recogniz-
ing changing conditions and needs, not an
attempt to put bell jars over neighborhoods
or save static “house museums.”

We will have to make the real estate
market value the past, to prove the dollar
potential of historic properties. While there
has to be a prohibition framework—the “thou
shalt nots™—it will have to be broad and flex-
ible. And we must provide incentives more
than sanctions. We must be proactive rather
than reactive. Education is the key, We need
an inventory so we'll know what we have and
have the potential of losing. We're ereating
a roadmap of what we need to do and where
we need to do it.

What a difference a new City Council
makes. As a City Council member, I gpon-
sored what was a somewhat tougher historic
preservation ordinance that had come out
of the city’s Archeological and Historical
Commission after two years of hard work. A
council committee rejected the revisions and
voted 7-6 to make participation in city historic
districts voluntary. Mayor Lee Brown (Bill
White's predecessor) did not put the weak-
ened ordinance on the full council agenda

The City Council stands on the brink
of creating a far more livable city, where
historic preservation and neighborhood
planning take their rightful place alongside
responsible development.

Annise Parker is the second-term cily controller
and the highest-ranking openly GLBT elected
municipal official in any of the 10 largest U.S.
cities. Her website ts www.houstoncontroller.org.
Parker's television program, Money Matters, airs
Monday on the Municipal Channel (Time Warner
Cable 16) at 2 and 8 a.m. and 2 and 8 p.m.
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Lepal Notice

If You Paid for Serostim

You May Have a Claim in a Proposed
Class Action Settlement

Full Cash Payors, Co-payors and their Heirs
are Included

You may be able to gel cash from a

$24 million Proposed Settlement if

you paid for the prescription drug
Serostm. The Proposed Settlement
is with Merck Serono International,
S.A., Serono Laboratories, Inc., and
EMD Serono, Inc. (“Defendants™).
It is pending in the U.S. District
Court for the District of
Massachusetts.

What Is the Class Action About?
Plaintiffs claim that Defendants
improperly marketed Serostim, a
LEHI_L: appros ed h." FDA to treat HIV/
AIDS wasting or cachexia. The
lawsuits claim that Defendants
1'.’1‘1L'|'|1IF".'1§_'L'L| doctors to E11'L'~|L‘|’I|'|L‘
Serostim based on 1[1:::__'|mx]i.' criteria
that were not approved by FDA
The lawsuits do not allege that
Serostim 1s dangerous to patient
health, or that Serostim is not safe
and effective for its approved uses.
The Defendants deny any liability
and have decided to settle 1o avoid the
expense and uncertainty of litigation.

Who Is Involved?

I'he Proposed Settlement Class
includes all persons or entities
nationwide that paid in whole or in
part for the drug Serostim from July
1, 1995 o December 31, 2006, and

thear heirs

What Does the Proposed
Settlement Provide?

#5108 mullion will be allocated to
certain large Third-Party Payors
(e.g., insurance companies) who
have a separate agreement with the
DPefendants

$13.2 millon will be allocated to the
remaining Third-Party Payors (82%)
and consumers (18%), after
attorneys™ fees and the costs of
administering the Proposed
Settlement are deducted

Who Represents You?
The Court has appointed attorneys to
represent the Consumer and TPPs who
comprise the Class. Class Counsel
will request the Court award fair and
reasomable attormeys” fees and costs
not to exceed $3.96 million, plus
reimbursement of expenses

You may hire your own attorney, if
you wish. However, you will be
responsible for that attomey's fees and
EXpEnses.

What Are Your Options?

= If you do not want Lo be part of the
Proposed Settlement, you must
exclude wyourself, in writing,
postmarked by May 21, 2007.
Excluding yoursell wall allow you to
bring your own claims against the
Defendants

* If you stay in the Settlement Class
you can file a claim. Your claim must
be postmarked by July 19, 2007. All
claim documentation submitted by
vou will be kept confidential and
will be used only for the purpose
of processing claims.

* You may object o or comment on
any part of the Proposed Seitlement.
Your objection/comment must be
written and postmarked by May 21,
2007, You may also request in
writing to speak at the Final
Approval Hearing
The Notice of Proposed Class Action

Settlement explains excluding

yourself, making a claim, objecting/

commenting and requesting to speak

at the Hearing

Will the Court Approve the
Proposed Settlement?

The Court will hold a Final Approval
Hearing on June 19, 2007 at 2:00 p.m.
and will consider whether to approve
the Proposed Settlement, award
attorneys’ fees and allow
reimbursement of expenses.

For Additional Information
For the Notice of Proposed Class Action Seitlement,
information on your rights and how to file a claim:

Call: 1-800-378-3615

Visit: www.SerostimSettlement.com
or Write: Serostim Litigation Administrator

c/o Complete Claim Solutions, LLC
PO Box 24676, West Palm Beach, FL 33416
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by Kelly McCann

TAKING CARE

People living with AIDS can do things to maintain their health

f yvou are living with HIV/AIDS, there

are things you can do to help yourself

stay healthy. I've seen with my own eyes
the impaet lifestyle choices ean have upon
HIV disease progression. While they are
anecdotal and not scientific, my observations
focus on two very close friends (both gay
men who were infected through sex) and the
ways in which their behaviors and attitudes
influenced their health.

First, let's take a look at Robert.

Robert was most likely infected in 1981 or
earlier. Considering what a cute, young thing
he was and how often he frequented the bath
houses in those days, I'm absolutely sure he
was exposed to HIV many times, beginning
very early in the epidemic. But [ digress.

In the mid '80s, Robert began to experi-
ence some unusual illnesses, like Bell's palsy,
which paralyzes ane side of the face. Despite
his series of weird illnesses, Robert did not
test for HIV until 1987 when he went to the

doctor about a small *blood blister” on his face
that wouldn't go away. Of course, the test came
back positive, indicating Robert was infected
with HIV. And it wasn't a blood blister on his
face. It was a Kapost’s Sarcoma (KS) lesion, an
AlDS-indicating cancer. So by the time Robert
took the HIV test, he had already progressed
from being HIV positive to having AIDS.

Treatment for HIV was still in its infancy
in 1987, and Robert did not have a lot of
confidence in AZT So he opted not to take
any sort of treatment. While that decision
did not help him, what really fiurt him was
his econtinued heavy use of alcohol, cigarettes,
and drugs; his stressful, go-go-go lifestyle
that did not afford him adequate time for
sleep or exercise; and his lack of proper
nutrition. Also, it did not help that he had
been co-infected with hepatitis and a couple
of sexually transmitted infections

My dear, sweet, mischievous friend Rob-
ert died on December 4, 1990, at the age of
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Planning

29, 1 still miss him very much, and I often
wish he could have held on until the advent
of protease inhibitors and other improved
treatment protocols, However, when [ look at
how he lived, I can't say I'm surprised that
he succumbed.

Now let’s examine George (I'm sure he'd
like that!}) and his lifestyle. George tested
positive for HIV around the same time that
Robert received his AIDS diagnosis, Unlike
Robert, George decided to seek medical treat-
ment and change his behaviors right away. For
example, he eut back on the partying, he made
sure he ate three healthy meals per day, got
eight hours of sleep each night, and he took his
medication exactly as prescribed. George even
realized the connection between stress and the
health of the immune system, so he got into
Buddhism because the chanting and spiritual
peace helped him better manage stress.

So here it is, 2007, and I'm happy to report
that my wonderful friend George is alive and
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well and living a full lifte—20 years into his
infection with HIV! And that'’s no surprise.
He takes care of himself, he has a great, posi-
tive attitude, and he oecupies himself with
people, things, and activities that make him
happy. His healthful lifestyle is an example
for us all to follow, but especially for persons
living with HIV/AIDS.

What else can people with HIV/AIDS do
to ensure their continued good health? First
thing, I would recommend they get themselves
to the Center for AIDS Hope and Remembrance
Project (CFA) at 1407 Hawthorne. We in Hous-
ton are very lucky to have CFA, because they
house, in an unassuming-looking building in
Montrose, the largest repository of HIV treat-
ment information in the Southwest.

CFA also produces valuable educational
materials, such as 25 Things You Need to
Know If You Are HIV+. This brochure in-
cludes a variety of tips to help persons with
HIV stay healthy. While I won't cover all 25

suggestions in this column, I'll hit some of

the high points:

» #25. Do not eat raw meat, raw fish, or
raw eggs. These foods can make you sick

* #23. If you've never had Hepatitis A or
B, ask your doctor about getting vaccinated
against them.

* #22. Regular dental care is ecrucial. See a
dentist twice a year. The first signs that your
HIV infection is getting worse often appear
in the mouth.

* #20. It's important to avoid activation
of the immune system. Treat any non-HIV
illnesses you experience as soon as possible
These illnesses activate the immune system.

* #10. Never take a regimen of only one
HIV medication. Most of the time it takes three
or more medications to suppress HIV. (But
remember, sometimes a p]]% has more than one
medication in it, like Combivir or Trizivir.)

* #7. Take every dose of every medication
on time every day. Skipping doses of your
medication ean be harmful, as it can lead to

HIV developing ance to the meds.

* # 5. Eye care is important. If you experi-
ence “floaters” or any changes in vision call
your doctor immediately. Some conditions left
untreated can cause blindness,

* # 1. Choose a doctor with experience in
the treatment of HIV/AIDS. The more experi-
ence, the better. This is the most important
decision you can make.

For more information, contact the Center
for AIDS Hope and Remembrance Project
Center For AIDS (713/527-8219, www.

centerforaids.org).

Kelly McCann ts the chief executive officer of AIDS
Foundation Houston, which recently marked
its 25th year of service ("A Caring Milestone,”
February 2007). Read a profile of McCann ("Still
in the Fight™l in our March 2006 issue at www,
outsmartmagazine, com.
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Dangerously yours: The self-
proclaimed “homo hip-hop
head of controversy,” Chicago-
based Johnny Dangerous is
one of the artists performing
with the HomoRevolution Tour
2007, which arrives in Houston
on April 6 at Club Dignity.
Proro ey Sercio PEREZ

The first-ever
HomoRevolution
Tour brings

GLBT hip-hop
performers
—including

Mz Fontaine,
Deadlee, Johnny
Dangerous, Bigg
Nugg, FoxxJazell,
and QBoy—

to Houston this
month. As these
artists rock

the mic, they

are changing
perceptions
about their music

by Christopher Whaley

t's no secret I}'l.tl for rlu- [_l.‘_l:-] Lwo
decades, hip-hop has been at the
forefront of modern-day culture. Turn
en your TV and you're bound to see
or hear the musie in some form or
!.'.-'\.4:"!'_:-'IT|. II‘- a I'[‘:U..I.l-l'li.l.illT- du“:,‘.."
il'll'i'\lﬂl'_\ [h.t'l, besides the music, has
resulted in every thing from I.JL':‘*I';:IU.".' cloth
Roc-A-Wear, Sean John) to artists

acquiring ownership in pro-basketball teams

ing labels (

(Jay-Z, Usher), In 2006, hip-hop gained more

mainstream popularity when Three 6 Mafia
took home the Academy Award for their song
“It’'s Hard Out Here for a Pimp” from the film
Hustle & Flow. Hip-hop, which has its roots
in the Bronx club culture in the '70s, is now
enshrined in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
(with the induction of Grandmaster Flash last

maonth). An art form that was once considered

a passing fad has stood the test of time—Dbut

in a significant way has vet to really catch up
with the times.
In the late "90s, radio personality Wendy

Williams caused a bit of controversy when she

spoke of a “gay rapper” within the confines of
the hip-hop community. The $64,000 question
was “Who 18 17" and emeees from LL Cool J
to Queen Latifah became suspect. Needless
to say, the “gay rapper” was never revealed,
l'l.” over ']'l _\-‘E'FIF-H. h]v-]l";' !‘I.'i:'- never i?i'l'f'l
kind to anyone with a life that eenters on
anything apart from what is considered the
norm. Buju Banton, the successful dancehall
musician from Jamaica, created a consider

able amount of international controversy with

his 1992 song “Boom Bye Bye” that called
for violence against homosexuals. Popular
rapper Eminem has earned his fair share

of press for his antigay lyrics as well. His

more release, The Marsh

aise from erities but pro
voked a backl] rom gay-rights activists
and feminist groups who asserted that the
album was misogynistic and homophobie.

In what was considered a publicity stunt,

Eminem performed his song “Stan™ at the
2001 Grammy Awards with gay icon Elton
John. In a post-ceremony interview with
MTV newsman Kurt Loder, Eminem said
that he wasn’t aware John was gay and
that he respected him. Neither the gesture
nor his comments appeased critics
Portrayals of masculinity in hip-hop
and rap often mimic stereotypes of
gEressiveness, violence, sexism, and
homophobia. To make mockery of some-
one’s sexuality by regulating them to

“bitch-made” status or to make lyrics that

degrades a man by "making a n--ga suck
my dick” is one of the driving forces that
causes many people take a look at rap
music today and ask, Just how did 1t get
to be so homophobic? Why is the music so
violent? What's really going on with a eat
who is supposed to be so “thugged out” and
‘hardceore,” yet is depicted bare-chested

in a video dissing women while cavorting
with a bunch of dudes? I= it homoeroticism
ar |hrtJH:l-l|1.I:I,l.!_L'_t‘l‘_»'.1 In his new documenta-
ry Hip-Hop: Beyond Beats and Rhymes, —
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filmmaker Byron Hunt calls at-
tention to question when he asks
Busta Rhymes—who made news a
vear ago when he lashed out at a gay fan
in Miami—to describe his feelings about
homophobia in hip-hop culture. Rhymes

refuses to answer the
question and instead
walks away from the
CATIETA.

“T'm becoming numb,
so to speak. I believe
most people who are
homophobic have deeper
issues they're not will-
ing to deal with,” says
Ernie Ball, when asked
about his feelings about
homophobia in hip-hop
culture. “Society has
made it easy to disre-
spect people of a differ-
ent sexual erientation.
Even though the GLBT
community has come a
long way, it's still a fight
r.f.lf' |"I'_“1']Il'l'1. r[‘!'ll‘]'{‘ \‘i.“
always be people whao
don’t agree with the
lifestyle and will always
have negative things to
say about it.”

There are many who
share Ball's sentiments,
but from the depths of
round,

the urban under

a new breed of emcee
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Trip hop: Both Deadlee (1) and FoxxJazell (r) travel to Houston
for the HomoRevolution Tour, which also stops in El Paso, San

Antonio, Austin, and Dallas this month. Deadlee, who recently
appeared in a CNN segment about rap and hip-hop, releases tour
a new CD this spring. Long Beach, California, native FoxxJazell
is a transgender performer who has opened for RuPaul.

Listen U P

Prep for HamoRevalution Tour 2007
by getting more infarmation, including
music clips, on some of the artists
scheduled to perform in Houston.
Bigg Nugg

www.biggnugg.com
www.myspace.com/biggnugg
Deadlee

www.deadlee.com
www.myspace.com/deadleeofficial
Feloni

www.myspace.com/feloni
FoxxJazell
www.foxxjazellmusic.com

JFP
www.myspace.com/juliefuckinpotter
Johnny Dangerous
wiww.myspace.com/johnnydangerous
Mz Fontaine

www.mzfontaine.com

www. myspace.com/mzfontz

OBoy

W, myspace.com/supaboyg

Tori Fixx
www.myspace.com/torifixx

Get updates on the HomaRevolution
Tour, which wraps up in Dallas this
month, at waw.homorevolution.com.

all honesty don’t care whether you

has stepped to the mic and now rocking
new rhymes about their own experiences.
They are standing up for themselves and in

or the
rest of the hip-hop com-
munity—like what they
have to say or not.
Several of these
performers, including
Deadlee, Mz Fontaine,
Johnny Dangerous,
Bigg Nugg, FoxxJazell,
and l,!nill\'_ roll ||1r'|]'|':;_.‘]'l
Houston this month as

part of Homo Revolution
Tour 2007, the first-ever
music tour featuring

gay, lesbian, bisexual,
and transgender hip-hop
artists. Homo Revolu-
tion, which lands here on
April 6 at Club Dignity,
located at 127 Scott (just

off Interstate 45 near the

Texas Southern Uni-
versity campus), offers
a chance to experience
another aspect of the
hip-hop genre. Through
1}“."“' W L]."(_l.“; o I!:l 1'||'il1 &y
the Homo Revelution
artists—who perform in
El Paso (April 3}, San
Antonio (April 5), Austin
(April 7), and Dallas

(April 8) on their Texas leg of the
also shed light on changes
that are necessary for hip-hop to
come to grips with the negativity

it has accumulated over the years.
At the same time, the Homo Revolution
hip-hoppers offer new role models for
people who feel they are not represented in
mainstream hip-hop.

Gay hip-hop, or *homohop,” as it has
].'H'P'|'. ['-"]”l-'i{_ i']itF hf_'i_‘ll -'1]'"||]ﬂt:.| f'.-ll' a "\-h“\.‘ 'i!-l
the underground, but it was first brought
to the attention of the larger GLBT com-
munity in Alex Hinton's 2005 documentary
about the genre, Pick up the Mic. That
90-minute film profiled 18 GLBT hip-hop
artists, who included Houstonian Miss
Money, interviewed last fall by OutSmart
(“She’s So Money,” September 2006).

Before the launch of the Homo Revolu-
tion Tour on March 29 in San Diego, 1
spoke with several of the performers who
will appear in Houston (the stop here is
sponsored by the local organization Gay
and Leshian Latino Organmization as well
as Unity in the Community, a new group
established by club promoters Barbara and
Zip Short-Morgan, among others)

Deadlee, who refers to himself as “the
queer bastard child of Lil’ Kim and DMX,”
is & roughneck and grimy vigilante whose
lyrics have tackled race, class, police
brutality, and, of course, sex. “I think we
need to directly challenge the homophobes
and let them know that gays are not to
be f**ked with. Gay peeps can also be
masculine, and it just hasn't been shown
in the media.” Deadlee said in a phone
conversation with OutSmart. 1 remember
when Queen Latifah had a song saying she

Q is for queer: British hip-hop performer Qboy (1) crosses
the Atlantic for the HomoRevolution Tour. The Brit also nar-
rates the 2007 Channel 4 documentary Coming Out to Class
about GLBT students in British schools. Another UK artist,
Mz Fontaine (a native of Guyana) releases a new CD, Spoken
Thoughts, this year.

wasn't a bitch, and gays need to say
the same: We ain't your fag. I grew
up with hip-hop, and it’s my music,
too. I don’t understand how anyone
can tell me that I can or can’t do
this. It is more upsetting that the black
community knows :—[I'I]r‘[!"]l' and |'|i.t_',ul Iy, yel
1||1'_\ ean be the worst h(ll\‘.]il[llHl!:“.—i_u

Originally from South America, Mz
Fontaine cooks up a musical fusion of
Caribbean bass lines, American hip-hop
soul, and British neo-soul, which is influ-
enced by her background. *Growing up,
my mother would listen to singers such as
Tina Turner and Jim Reeves. I remember
playing with my father’s record player
after he departed from the physical, and |
would sing [along] to Whitney Houston and
Michael Jackson. Music in South America
was much narrower, and the highlighted
influences came from the reggae culture,
which was a great influence in my early
life. Hip-hop music filtered through to
Guyana, and you had the MC Hammer
and Bobby Brown era. This was the type
of music my friends introduced to me, as
| was never allowed to listen to the genre
of hip-hop. My mother would not allow it
under her roof, so after moving to the liber
ated UK, I was able to broaden my horizon
fairly quickly.”

Representing the “T" in GLBT, FoxxJa-
zell, a striking mocha beauty who stands
five-foot-ten, is a hip-hop connoisseur at
heart. “I love T.L [the popular Atlanta-born
hip-hop artist and self-proclaimed “King of
the South”], and I would love to work with
him,” she said. “I think he is one of the best
in the game right now.” FoxxJazell has al-
ready shared the stage with divas RuPaul,

Ce Ce Peniston, and Robin S. She has high

hopes of making an impact on the hip-hop
commumity with her passion for the game.
“l don't aim to be the best or greatest rap-
per,” FoxxJazell said. “I aim to be the voice
for my people because our voice is non-exis-
tent in the hip-hop community. It’s time for
change, and | want to be that change.”
Chuck D, the fiery orator of the legend-
ary rap group Public Enemy, once said,
“If I can’t change the people around me, I

On

change the people around me.” A perfeet
embodiment of this tenet is QBoy, a take-
no-shit emcee hailing from the UK. “I've
just presented a documentary for Channel
4 called Coming Out to Class which looks
at gay teenagers and their experiences at
school, highlighting the homophobia they
face and the lack of support they cur-
rently have, and it's been getting a great
response,” QBoy said in an interview from

S BOY & M7 FONTAMNE PROTOS BY GHEG FREDERICK

London. “T was bullied at school
myself and wrote the track “A Deal
With God™ about my experience,
which led me to working with chari-
ties like Schools Out, who specialize
in helping young gay teens. [t's an issue

[ feel strongly about and am pushing it
further beyond just a TV program. 1 want
to see policy change and gay teens pro-
tected and supported like the rest of their
classmates.”

QBoy added, “Hip-hop is not homopho-
bic. Certain artists are homophohic. Unfor-
tunately, these artists are the mainstream
ones who get played and featured every-
where. However, we can't tar everyone in

|:i[|—|mp with one brush, as there are |J]t'|‘|t_‘.

the Record

The HomoRevolution Tour 2007 compilation CD is now
available, The disc features 17 songs and more than 60
minutes of music by Deadlee, FoxxJazell, Mz Fontaine,
Johnny Dangerous, 0Boy, and other artists on the tour,
All proceeds from sales ($11.99) help pay for tour
expenses. To purchase: www.homorevolution.com,

of positive, eonscious artists out there who
are not getting any light on them, because
the big corporate sponsors have decided
that negative rap not only makes them
money but alse continues to propel nega-
tive connotations of black society. 1 think
we need to educate. We need women to see
that the root of most homophobia is sexism.,
People also like to use their religion as an
excuse to spread their hatred and become

continued on page 83
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The now-solo Bitch performs
this month in Houston

by Lance Scott Walker
Photo by Roberto Portillo

FULL CONCERT PERFORMANCES BY

duo, and it’s becoming obvious that the former is far better
off without the latter. Bitch and Animal were more akin to
beat poets than th re conventional songwriters— rife
with a determined, poignar e and a lot to say with it,
but little to offer in the way of mel rowess with which
to get that me :

st fall, Bitch release

Kill Rock Stars)

-an electric violin, ukulele C

again patently minimal, but she has take

cnarac as
with her musical abiliti 1e classically trained in violin
from the age of four). What's more, she has merged the
two fluidly.
Bitch and Animal wi I"]'ilil'i'l“l'\-' lauded in some circles,
although not by this writer), but there is something
r character now that t ends what that band
s come out of her shell on this
Beo sements—such as that of Ani DiFr:
{who wroduced and released Bitch and Animal’s
album) and Indigo Girls (who took Bitch on tour this £
fall —continue, but sh s0 branched out. John Cameron
Mitchell ( Hed 1 the v Inch) put her in his film
Shortbus, the 15 The L. Word has featured
her songs, and she’s even to be seen in the Bright E ;
b f My Life” video. o § NMATION.cam
\ h Biteh's mus . 9 p.m. at . ticketmaster CHARGE BY PHONE: 713-629-3700

at Lounge—is still minimal, it's s litically charged, AN dates. acts and tigked prices subject 10 changs without notice
7 ! - - & s * i~
1ll relevant, and still poign : just figured out ) Prosaried by the Cynihla Woods Mitchell Paviln

' ) 7. 4 a hell of a lot better way to get all of that aer on her i For Tour & Ticket Information Visit:
4, ‘i # Al : www.truecolorstour.com

o Tl HUMAN |

A R a— - RIGHTS Uve St mi

Lanc ) er writes frequently about music for
i I CAMPATGN,
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Out & Off
the Shelf

E. Lynn Harris, who came to fame with the bestseller
‘Invisible Life’ and released his latest novel ‘I Say a
Little Prayer’ in 2006, comes to Houston to help
celebrate the 35th anniversary of Resurrection
Metropolitan Community Church. First, he talked to us

by Christopher Whaley

ver since he stepped onto the literary scene  black church are not willing to address and prompted read-
in 1991 with his self-published debut, Invis-  ers to challenge their views and opinions on all lifestyles.
ible Life, E. Lynn Harris has become a major Harris, who currently lives in Fayetteville, Arkansas,

force to be reckoned with. All 10 of and Atlanta, is the guest this month for the 35th
o

his books have been bestsellers and anniversary celebrations of Resurrection Met-

combined have sold in excess of three million cop- ropolitan Community Church. On April 28, he

ies. He is an accomplished storyteller who writes will appear as part of Twisted Torch, a concert

warm and passionate novels that take you into the presented by Mukuru Art Against AIDS. On April

rarely depicted world of black gay men. In 2006 he 29, he will speak at both Sunday-morning worship

released I Say a Little Prayer (Doubleday), which services and will then sign copies of his books dur-

dealt with struggles within the black church concerning gay  ing a 12:30 p.m. jazz brunch.
rights. Harris took a very delicate topic that many in the In a recent interview with OutSmart, Harris spoke

about Dreamgirls, what inspired him to become a writer,
Good words: “Nobody wanted to publish it because there wasn't a market
for that, and as a result, | created my own market!' says E. Lynn Harrisabout  and his opinion on issues concerning the black GLBT
his first novel, Invisible Life. “| took the book to black-owned bookstores

and beauty salons and the book caught fire! Inser: Harris' latest novel. commu I‘Lit_\'. ’




R

s

Out & Off the Shelf |

Christopher Whaley: Mr. Harris, with all the
hype surrounding Dreamgirls, a lot people
are unaware that in the fall of 2001, you
made your Broadway debut as a narrator
in a benefit performance of the play. What
was that experience like for you?

E. Lynn Harris: It was one of those dreams

come true for me because | never thought
that it would happen. I've always been a fan
of Broadway, but I'm no actor, no dancer, no
singer, and that was a dream that I've never
dreamed for myself. It was an incredible two
weeks rehearsing with all the cast mates,
and they all took me under their wing since
I was the mﬁl\ non-actor in the play. It was
a wonderful experience that I will always

remember.

What is your take on the latest incarnation
of Dreamgirls with Beyoncé and Jennifer
Hudson?

loved it even though it took me a long time
to go see it because | thought 1 would be
disappointed, I liked it because they stayed

true to the story.

You've also completed a screenplay for the
remake of the 1976 classic film Sparkie,
which featured Irene Cara and Lonette
McKee, What are the latest developments
surrounding this project?

[ don’t know. It was done with Aaliyah in
mind [the singer/actress who died in a 2001
plane crashl, and after that I heard som

rumblings that they were thinking about

WAL

In concert: Soprano Cassandra White per-
forms in an April 28 concert at Resurrection.
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doing it again. However, I am out of the loop
now and when Thﬁ'_\' needed a rewrite, I wasn'

in the position to do it.

Mr. Harris, take me back to the beginning
if you don’t mind. What inspired you to quit
your job in sales and write your first novel,
Invisible Life?
It was that desire to do
something that [ would en
jov doing. I wasn't happy
doing the sales work and 1
was looking for something
that would bring me joy.
the fallawing:

BOOKE

Works by E. Lynn Harris include

| was just telling my story, You can't write
about what vou don’t know. Somebody had to
write about it, and | wanted to write because

it was very easy for me.

In the black church, most likely you will see
such characters as the gay piano player, the
flaming choir director, the

1“ down-low deacon, and
: the in-the-closet preach-

er. Yet homophobia runs
so0 rampant throughout
the congregation. What is
your opinion about this?
My last book, I Say a Little

What obstacles did you
encounter with Invisible
Life?

Nobody wanted to publish
it. because there wasn’t a

market for that, and as a

Invisible Life © Just As | Am © And
This Tae Shall Pass © If This Warld
Wera Mine © Abide With Me © Not
& Day Goes By © Any Way the Wind
Blows © Gumba: A Celebration of
African American Writers (co-editor
wilh Marita Golden) © A Love of

Prayer, is where 1 wrote
about this topic. 1 wrote
about it, and that’s all
[ want to say about it. |
think it's hypoeritical, and
now my thoughts about it

result, 1 created my own My Own © What Becomes of the are out there in print
market. As it went on, the Brokenhearted: A Memoir o | Say
support grew because a lot a Little Prayer With all the strides that

of people didn't know what
I was doing. I took the book
to black-owned bookstores
and beauty salons, and the
book caught fire.

Now let's get deep in this
conversation, Mr. Harris. You tend to write
about black characters dealing with differ-
ent aspects of their sexuality, especially
homosexuality and bisexuality. What gave
you the motivation to write about black life
that some people find so taboo?

MCC CELEBRATES

The members of Resurrection Community
Church celebrate the 35th anniversary of

For more about the author:
www.elynnharris.com.

the black community has
made over the years, why
do you think we as a
people are still in the
closet when it comes to
GLBT issues?

[ really don't know. 1 get

;l_'—'ki'cl 1]1:[! a lot of times, and I have no idea
why it’s such a big deal for us. We would
rather die than talk about it

You are well known for your lectures and

presentations. What's your advice to some-
one who's dealing with sexuality
issues and may have a fear of
coming out?
‘Nlll I]CI 1L On _\'.IL]!' own time, .'Illll
don't let anyone tell vou when the
time is appropriate. Only you will

know when it’s time.

their congregation with a slate of events, which

include these:

« A golf tournament on April 21 at Bear
Creek Park.

+ Twisted Torch, a concert presented by

Mukuru Art Against AIDS, on April 28. The

Christopher Whaley is
j

a poel and

spok tist and editor-in
chief of the Houwston music magazine
SOBO/Seulful Bohemian. He also
previews the HomoRevolution Tour

in this issue. These are his first con

tributions to OutSmart

evening features spirituals as well as works

by Mozart and gay composers Samuel
Barber and Aaron Copland performed by
soprano Cassandra White and the pianist

and Mukuru artistic director Rodney Waters.

Tickets: www.mukuru.org.

+ Author E. Lynn Harris speaks at 9 and 11 a.m.
worship services on April 29, He then signs

copies of his books at a jazz brunch at
12:30 p.m.
More info: www.resurrectionmcc.org.

WEB EXTRA: LIFE AT 35
Resurrection Metropolitan
Community Church is now the
largest of the worldwide MCC
fellowship of GLBT-positive
congregations. The local church
began as a small u_',z'uupnl'['n(‘
faithful who gathered in a living
room. Read an interview with
two of the charter members of
Resurrection at www.outsmart
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Our community says goodbye to Sue and Jim Null, two of
GLBT Houston’s most vocal and visible supporters

By Nancy Ford
Photo by John Conroy

t wasn't the easiest party to attend. On March 3, Bruce
Smith and Tony Carroll played hosts at a reception
at their Montrose home honoring Sue and Jim Null.
gtime PFL rs in specific and proponents of
equal rights in general, the Nulls have decided to leave
Houston, their home of 40-plus years, leaving late last
month for their new home in Brevard, North Carolina.
The online invitation to the reception soon became a tribute
board, with postings thanking the Nulls for their years of dedica-
tion in their struggle for equal rights for all:

“Sue and Jim have been an incredible inspiration to us since
we met them in 2007 during Freedom to Marry Week. Their
tireless devotion to equality has encouraged countless GLBT in
dividuals to come forward and stand up for their own rights, and
has contributed to social ch n our community and beyond

Waords can’t describe how they will be missed by so many.”

» “The city will collapse without Jim and Sue to keep an eye
on it. I will never turn to the Chronicle editorial page with the
same expectation again!”

» “] would never have become a straight ally in PFLAG if it
weren't for Sue and Jim Null.”

* “There are not words to express the outstanding, dedicated
work of Jim and Sue. They are the definition of PFLAG.”

“It’s been tremendously affirming for us, without any ques
tion,” Jim Null says. I was almost crying when I read the
responses to that E-vite.”

Amid toasts and tears, Houston city controller Annise D.
Parker presented a proclamation honoring Sue and Jim at the
Carroll/Smith reception. As she displayed the proclamation, she
commenied, to assenting comments and knowing nods around
the room, that North Carolinians had “no idea™ what was in store

for their state.

ue Null's PFLLAG journey began in 1995, chapter a year later. Eventually, Jim began writing D.C.. and lobby days in Austin. Brochures from

At that ime the Is had opened their all of the group’s grant applications, p the 2005 Love Won Out prot responding to

home toay Lorean man, Tke, who 15 vice president and president for PELAG Hous-
was learning English. She began attend ton, and then as the PFLAG regional director for
ing meetings when she learned that Tke was ga Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Lowsiina. Most
“After hearing so many dis ng stories of recently Jim wa d to the PELAG national
parents who rejected their GLBT family mem- board of directors, tration’s attempt to ban san

bers, I stayed o e ore and o participate Sue held U.S. Constitution. Citations including Sue’s 2000

Family portrait: Sue and Jim Null
have epitomized the role of PFLAG
umnitiated, PFLAG i -ronym for Parents, several year cacy chair. Unity Committee and Jim’s 2003 Ray Hill Award in Houston’s GLBT community.

in more P 3 activi (For the fng as the group’ Champions Award from the Houston Transgender

Family and Friend: 3 s, the All those yea worth of mementos and sou- for Advocacy By n-Attorney from the Stone-
national suppori that be wall Law ciation of Greater Houston.

rage sale of all time: Hate Hurrs Amaong their most prized kudos, they say, are

signs from PFLAG excursions to Washington,

medals from 2004, when they were named —*




Warm send-off: Tony Carroll and Bruce Smith (far left and far right, respectively) honored Jim and
Sue Mull with a March 3 reception attended by approximately 75 well-wishers, including Houston
City Controller, Annise D. Parker (second from right). Parker thanked the Nulls for the years of
GLBT activism with an official proclamation from her office.

Y page 46

honorary grand marshals of the GLBT Pride Parade.
“That was a real high point, a definite high
point,” Sue reminisces. “We had marched in the
parade before, of course. As you come around
the |lL‘[Il1, toward 1|]L‘ L".HI, I||L' [Il_l'i.\L'.ILl\[ :._LL'I:- S0
voluminous, so noisy in support of PFLAG.”
“We still have the big badges, the med-

als, hanging up in our living room.” Jim says.

“We will have them displayed prominently in

Brevard.”

town with a population of approxi-

mately 7,000 people, Brevard, North

Carolina. is a far cry from the iiber-

urban style of living in the fourth
largest city in the United States. But the couple
has already found community in the local Unitar-
ian Universalist church (in Houston, they were
long-time members of First Unitanan Universalist
Church)

“It’s nice to know that even in a conservalive
community you're going to find these enclaves,
these little groups of people with whom you can
feel a sense of community and togetherness,” Sue
says. “You will find kindred spirits.”

Located about 45 minutes from the renowned
leshian-heavy enclave of Asheville, Brevard has
asmull PFLAG chapter that lim categorizes as
“almost defunct.”

“Nobody would take over the position as
president,” he says. “The people who have been
doing it are just sort of burned out, so there really
is not a strong, functioning PFLAG in that area
right now.”

Will the Nulls reactivate the chapter?

“Yes, I think we probably will,” Jim says.
“The PFLAG regional director lives in Hender-
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sonville, just 20 minutes away from Brevard, so
[ would think we will be involved in trying 1o get
something going "

But Sue, a long-time educator and English as
4 second language instructor, has other plans

“My idea is something considerably more
moderate, given the size of the community,” she
says. First on Sue's agenda is to visit Brevard's
sole high school and other centers of learming.

“There is a university where | would want to
make our presence known and educate counsel-
ors and all as to what PFLAG is, and that we are
available as resources
and back-ups. We
are there to be called
upon,”

Brevard is also

home to & gay-owned

campground, called
Ash Grove, so there
may be some ready-
made allies right there.
With or without

the official calling

changed totally in coverage and atuitude, and
PFLAG played a significant roll in that,” Jim says
proudly.

Sue lined up a meeting with the paper’s edito-
rial board in 1999, an idea she says came from
local activist Deborah Ball, now KPFT Queer
Voices co-host and chair of the Lesbian Rights
Task Force for the National Organization for
Women chapier in Texas

“Deborah was saying that NOW or some
feminist group had done something similar with
the newspaper editorial board. So 1 called up,
wrole an e-mail, and they agreed,” Sue savs.

The Chronicle’s editorial board met with the
Nulls, PFLAG Houston representatives includ-
ing Don Sinclair, Jane and Irv Smith, Roger
Donnelly, and others for an hour and a half, Jim
recalls.

“It was very interesting. It was clear that they
didn’t have any idea what 1o expect.” Jim says. *
They kept asking us, “What are your issues? What
is it you care about?’ People were giving them
sort of vague answers, and they were becoming
frustrated

“Finally, TI'said, ‘Let me tell you one: Our les
bian daughter and her partner would like to adopt
a child. There's a bill in the Texas legislature now,
sponsored by Talton out in Pasadena, that would
prohibat gays or lesbians from adopting children
So we are opposed to that.™”

Jim says the group discussed the bill for a few
minutes, and then moved on to other things. Two
weeks later on a Saturday morming, they realized
the fruit of their efforts,

“Lo-and behold, the Chronicle had this huge
editorial opposing Talten™s bill!” Jim says. “The
editorial was almost
poetry. It was just

beautiful.”

But their strugele

hasn’t been all poetry
and plaques. The 2001
defeat of the city char-
ter amendment to grant
domestic partner health
henefits v Houston
city employees was

particularly bitter for

card of PFLAG, the

Nulls will undoubtedly

All in the family: PFLAG Houston honored Jim
and Sue Null with a reception after its February
3 meeting at St. Paul's United Methodist Church.
At the event, the Nulls were joined by their “ad-
opted” gay son, Ike (c), who moved in with the
couple in 1995 when he was learning English.

continue to write letters
to newspaper editors,

call radio talk shows,

make TV appearances,
wedr equality-affirming T-shirls everywhere, and
“embrace every possible opportunity to speak out in
favor of equality and respect for GLBTs.” Sue says.

mong the many victories they have
witnessed in Houston in recent years,
the Nulls are perhaps most pleased
with the changes that have occurred in
local mainstream press coverage of GLBT issues,

“The Houston Chronicle has certainly

the (mlph‘.

*We were all
unhappy about the mar-
riage amendment list
year, but we knew we

could not possibly win

that,” Sue says. “"But this other one, back in 2001,
we thought we might be able to win. And it was

close. Really, really close.”

espite the couple’s Energizer Bunny-
like dedication 1o obtaining equality
{or all, Jim cites one area where he
feels they have fallen short,

“I"ve always been disappointed that there

seems to be almost no awareness in the GLBT —+
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continued from page 48

community that PFLAG is
really a support organiza-
tion for them,” he says.
“The gay community
thinks PFLAG 15 just an
orgamization for the
parents, and the parents
think we're just here for
the gays.”

Al the same time, Jim
applauds the local GLBT
community’s financial
support of PFLAG, partic-
ularly from groups like the
Krewe of Olympus, The
Hollyfield Foundation,

Bunnies on the Bayou, and  Sweet sendoff: PFLAG Houston pre-
sented Jim and Sue Null with a cake at ] their new granddaugh
the February 3 reception at St. Paul's 3 i
United Methodist Church. Regarding
activism in their new home in North
Carolina, Sue Null says, "We are avail-
able as resources and back-ups. We
are there to be called upon’”

The John Steven Kellett
Foundation.

“Year after vear after
year, the support we’ve
gotten from various
foundations and social
groups in Houston has been absolutely wonderful.
If we hadn't had that, we wouldn’t have been able
to do a lot of the things that we have done—the
billboard campaign. all of the Healing the Hurt
conferences, all of the brochures going into
schools and so forth

“What's happened is, we produce results so

we gel support and we can produce more results.”

ill of PFLAG’s achievements in
recent years, Sue says the relation-
ship built between PFLAG and the
transgender community has been

p;n'l',._'ul;l_li) _:__-!;|r_|['_\,|||_._- for her

In the late "90s, the national board of PELAG
amended its mission statement to include trans
gender people

“Al that point, they also urged all the chapiers
to amend their mission statements and their pro-
STHIMS, This in Houston was a somewhat Inllu'u}
issue. The relationship between the transgender
community and PELAG was somewhat scarred,”
Sue recalls

Somebody told her to look up Vanessa Ed-
wards Foster, a transgender activist.

“Vanessa was very eager, also, to do whatever
she could do to mend the relationship between the
transgender community and PFLAG.” Sue says
Together they set up an educational panel, with
PFLAG national sending a representative to share
the national viewpoint,

“] think about 50 people atiended. It was
phenomenal!™ Sue says. “For many of us, it was
the starting point to really opening our eves and
opening our minds toward a group of people most
of us knew little or nothing about. And | think we
have progressed since then. We have a growing

transgender support group during our monthly

meetings. The transgender
support group started very
small, but now it's going
preity strong every month

“We couldn’t have
imagined way back in 99
when we started this panel
to try to understand each
other and talk to each other
that we were going to end up
where we are now. Our next
president’s stepdaughter is
transgender! I'm very happy
that that happened.”

ue and Jim say they
are looking forward
1o :\'in:__: Closer o
two of their daugh

ters, Chnstie and Cathy, as

ter, especially since their son
and his family live in France.
But at the same tume, the
Nulls find it pamful to leave
behind their beloved Korean
son, Ike, and the vibrant gay, lesbian, bisexuval,
and transgender community in Houston

“For us, it has been such an incredible
journey of learming, of growing, of sensitivity, of
compassion. [t has been so valuable, 50 reward
ing, so worthwhile,” Sue says

And for us, as well. Good luck, dear friends

ML (L it

Changing of the guard: Incoming PFLAG
Houston president Tim Suenram (c) joined the
Nulls at the February 3 reception. In remarks at
event, Jim Null said, “One of my favorite sayings
comes from Newton, and before him from the
Greeks. It is, “You can see farther when standing
on the shoulders of giants. This is how | view
my tenure as president of PFLAG Houston!

PFLAG GeesOn

Fur local activists, including PFLAG Houston, life

without the Nulls is difficult to imagine. But PFLAG

continues 1o meel:

« Monthly megting are held on the first Sanday of each
month, 2 p.m., at §L Paul’s United Methodist Church.

« PFLAG Houston board of diroctars meets an the
second Thursday of the month, 7 pam., al the Houston
GLBT Community Center (wherg the group maintains
an offica).

« A mid-month discussion group meets at on the third
Thursday of the month, 7:30 p.m., at 81 Stephen’s
Episcopal Church.
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medical firm, then lost that position because of her transgender

t status, files a discrimination lawsuit, aided by Lambda Legal

Work

by Josef Molnar * Photo by Mark Hiebert

o Izza Lopez, a young woman who received a job offer from a local

n October 2005, Izza Lopez was excited about starting her new job in scheduling at River Oaks
Imaging and Diagnostics. The interview process, she says, had gone smoothly and was a posi-
tive experience for her. As many people do, she was leaving the job she had at the time (at the
now-defunet Diagnostic Clinic of Houston) for better pay.

“It went very well,” Lopez, a soft-spoken 26-year-old, says. “They were very laid back. It
was a real casual interview. They told me they would call me after they did more interviews
but called me really quick.”

The medical-imaging company offered the scheduling position to Lopez, and she accepted.
But although she had made her transgender status clear, someone in the company apparently didn’t
approve of her working there. In a telephone call from the human resources director and in a letter,
she received the same message: She had misrepresented herself as an individual who had been born a

woman. when in fact she was not.

heu??orzr:rblf:; “] was interviewed by a manager and a director who both felt Rights Act of 1964, which he believes will assure a victory in
Bkl When I was qualified to do the job,” Lopez says. “I was shocked when the case. Title VII, which protects U.S. aitizens from diserimi-
| received the I received the call from human resources taking away the job nation based on their sex, has been used in other cases.
call from hun‘::an they'd offered me. It felt as if they'd said to me, “You're a mon-
reso:::.;séaﬂk;:g ster. We don’t want vou here.” SIM".AH cASES
| they'd offered Now Lambda Legal, the New York-based advocacy organiza- One of the primary tools Lamda Legal will use, Thaler says,
me," lzza Lopez tion, has joined Lopez in suing the Houston medical firm in the is a letter that he says River Oaks Imaging and Diagnostics
says. ""le|! asif Fifth Circuit federal court, asserting that her treatment is a sent to Lopez after rescinding the job offer. In the letter, Riv-
:‘::f:iﬁaa:_:;:;‘:' form of sexual harassment. er ODaks Diagnostie claims that Lopez misrepresented herself
| We don't wanrtl Her Lambda Legal attorney, Cole Thaler, cites legal prece- as a woman during the interview process. The letter demon-
™ dent in similar cases and protections under Title VII of the Civil strates that the issue was with the company’s perception of —

you here!
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Lopez's gender identity and presentation,
and not her work experience.

Thaler, who is the transgender rights
attorney based at the Lambda Legal
regional office in Atlanta, points to a 1989
case, Anne Hopkins vs. Price Waterhouse,
in which Hopkins was fired from a major
accounting firm where she was on track to
become a partner after executives decided
she was too aggressive and masculine.
Hopkins won the case when the court
ruled that she was fired because she
failed to conform to a gender stereotype,

which is considered a form of sexual dis-
crimination

In another case cited by Thaler, Ulane
v. Eastern Airlines, a highly successful air-
line pilot, Karen Ulane, was fired after she
transitioned from male to female. Thaler
says this 1984 case, as well as the Hopkins
case, supports the argument that Lopez
should not have had her job taken away
from her because of perceptions about
gender identity.

Other federal circuit courts, Tha-
ler says, have provided enough cases to
encourage the Fifth Circuit Court, which
encompasses a region that includes Texas,
to rule in favor of Lopez.

“There has been some good ease law of
the First Cireuit and the Ninth Circuit,”
he says. “The Fifth Cireuit Court should
follow all of the courts. We will be citing all
of those cases.”

And while sexual orientation is not
protected under federal law, cases in which
gender bias 15 an issue has been defended
in federal courts, Thaler says.

“The thing that people often don't

know is that case law about diserimina-
tion against transgendered people is
stronger than case law for gay or lesbhian
people, because of the issues with gender
stereotyping,” Thaler says. “We're seeing
more wins for the transgender community
under federal law than for gay and lesbian
people, in the workplace.”

As of press time, River Oaks lmap-
ing and Diagnaostics had not responded
on the record to OutSmart requests for
a comment, An employee who requested
anonymity did indicate in a telephone
conversation that River Oaks Imaging
has submitted all of the documents in

Status report: Cole Thaler (left), transgender rights attorney for Lambda Legal, joined |zza Lopez
at a forum hosted by the Houston Transgender Unity Committee, held at the Houston GLBT Com-
munity Center on January 17. Thaler and Lambda Legal are representing Lopez in her discrimina-
tion case against River Oaks Imaging and Diagnostic.

the ease to the lawyer representing the
company

Lambda Legal and Lopez filed the case
in December. A status conference between
the judge and the attorneyvs was sched-
uled Fehruary 23, at which time the judge
would have heard the arguments by both
sides and determined whether the case
would continue. That conference has been
delayed and had not been rescheduled hy
press time. Thaler expects the court to
decide to continue the case, despite the
possibility that River Oaks Imaging could
ask the court to drop the case.

“We have a very clearly presented legal
issue,” he says. “Even River Oaks Imaging
is not disputing the faects we have present-
ed in this case.”

According to Lambda Legal, March
2008 is the earliest date that the trial
could begin. Lopez v. River Oaks is Lambda
Legal’s latest lawsuit in its Blow the
Whistle campaign to end discrimination
against leshian, gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender people and those with HIV in the
workplace.

Open Asout Her Starus
Lopez says the situation with River Oaks
Imaging should never have oecurred,
because she did everything she could think
of to prevent it.

Lopez, who had transitioned at her
previous job, says her transgender status
was known to everyone she spoke with at
the time. From her understanding, it was
not an issue. She had been referred to the
River Oaks Diagnostic position by a friend,
and says she was clear about her gender
status before she applied for the job.

“Prior to faxing in my résumé, I had
them speak to the supervisor beforehand,
because I didn't want to risk harassment
and losing what was my current job,"
Lopez gays. “And they made no indication
it would be a problem.”

After the River Oaks Diagnostic job
offer was rescinded, Lopez was unable
to return to her previous job; Diagnostic
Chinie declined to rehire Lopez because she
had sought employment elsewhere. Now a
nanny for a family member who provides
her with room and board, Lopez is unsure
about her employment future. She says
her transgender status has kept her from
obtaining work elsewhere.

“I'm econtent right now, doing what I'm
doing,” she says. “I want to get back to [the
job market], but at this point, I don't know
when I'm going to get back to working. I
never planned to be unemployed thig long.”

In a recent e-mail to OutSmart, Lopez
explained her position: “I do want people
to know and understand that I'm not only
standing up for myself but for everyone who
has ever been discriminated againgt, espe-
cially in the transgender community.” Lopez
who plans to attend the April 14 Houston
Transgender Unity Banguet, the biggest
event of the year for the local trans commu-
nity) wrote, “It is my goal to inspire a situa-
tion where people are willing to raise their
voice in order to abolish discrimination.
Transform a negative into positive. Hope-
fully, I've already conveyed that. 1 know its
not easy, believe me. I'm extremely shy. The
maore }Jl‘ulili‘ there are the easier it will be.”

[n a better world, |.upt'? would now
be working at River Oaks Imaging and
Diagnostics (located, in one of life’s ironies,
in a Richmond Avenue building adjacent to
another commercial building that houses
the offices of Nechman, Simoneaux & Frye,
the prominent GLBT law firm).

“lzza is composed, professional, and has
had her offer taken away from her for a
reason that has no relation to her ability to
perform her job,” Thaler says.

Josef Molnar profiled three of our People To
Watch choices for our February issue.

Renée Thomason
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alute to Salud!

A winery grows in Montrose

{ you thought a winery could only be a quaint, ver-
dant hillside dense with lush vines, think again.
Call them micro-wineries, make-your-own wine
bars, or brew bars, wineries without vineyards are

the latest craze to hit Texas,

“We have 133 wineries in Texas,” says Dacota Julson,
executive director of the Texas Wine and Grape Growers
“And about 15 of those are custom wine-malk-
g facilities.” Julson attributes the trend to the ever-ris-
ing wine mania in America. “The consumer consumption

Association

increazes, and so does the interest, as people become
curious as to how wine 1s made.”

According to the January report of the London-
based International Wine & Spirit Record, the
United States will exceed the wine consumption of
France within less than five vears. Reaching that
milestone will make America the number-one

Winery) and San Antonio (The Wine Werks). But it was
the independently owned Swirll in Dallas that inspired
the Odom clan.

wine in downtown Dallas, and here was this winery,” says
Brad Odom. “What a great concept!” The Swirll owners
weren't interested in franchising, but they did offer to help
train the Odoms, who made their first batches of vino
there. Az Salud! gets up to speed, the brothers intend to
produce some 40 varietals of custom wine.
The interior of Salud!—which opened in late
March—resembles a standard stylish wine bar: inlaid-

wood tables, a bar, and a selection of wines by the glass
or bottle, plus snacks and wine boutique items. But
beyond that, you'll find the mixing room where even
a novice can create a custom wine with the help of
the Salud! staff.

wine consumer in the world at some 721.2 million
gallons by 2010.

And Texas isn't far off that wine-consuming
pace. The state is currently the fifth-largest
wine producer in the country. The number
of Lone Star wineries has almost doubled
since 2005. Wine bars have kept up with that
growth. Everyone knows you can’t spit inside
the Loop without hitting a wine bar (you can
even lind a few in suburban locales), But a
winery-sans-vineyvard in Montrose?

“It's a concept that came down from Cana-
da,” says 33-year-old Salud! Winery co-owner

Brad Odom. Odom, who is gay, his brother
Charles, 36, who i1sn't, and their mom Audrey,
operate the new venture, located at 3939
Montrose Blvd. (www.saludwinery.com).
Ontario, in fact, is littered with micro-
wineries. Carafe began in Canada with
brew-your-own beer stores, then opened its
first wine-making store in 1993. The Ca-
nadian chain now has 13 blend-vour-own
wine stores. In 2005 the first U.S. Carafe
opened in Virginia, followed by other
Canadian chains such as Vintner's
Cellar and Wine Not, which operates
Texas franchises in Grand Prairie (The

OutSmart

“Mom and I were looking for a place to get a glass of

By Marene Gustin
Photos by Mark Hiebert

“It's a great date place, a place for parties
and bridal showers,” Odom says. “You come
155 or two, take a bottle home

here, try a gla
that you like, and then come back and have a
custom batch made.” While some tinkering is
allowed, mostly customers follow established
recipes, blending grape juice from around the
world with oak chips or subtle flavors to create
a Napa Chardonnay or the Italian Amarone
—Brad Odom’s favorite—with its hint of dark
cherry, chocolate, and raisins, or another of sev-
eral varieties. OUnce the wine is made, Salud!
ages the wine for 45 days in 50-gallon stainless-
steel casks on site. The wine makers can then
return for a labeling party and go home with
a little over two cases of their very own vino.
Prices range from $300 to $500 per batch.

; yWier Brad Odeom (r) and
boyfriend David Harri niuyg_iﬁ,nme of the™
new winery's praduct at the bar of the Montrose

'+ neighbathood establishment prior to its grand

opening last month. Salud! is located at 3939
Montrose Blvd. (713/522-80282).

Not interested in making wine? Salud! stocks a range
of wines from around the world for purchase and enjoy-
ment in the warm and wood-toned Montrose emporium
or to take home. A brief but tempting menu offers several
items for noshing along with the wine. Most food items
can be purchased for home consumption as well

For Charles Odom, who says he has never been much
of an oenophile, the winery is more about bringing his
family together in a business venture. 1 like making
stuff,” he says. “Whether it's wine or a two-legged chair.
[t's great working with Brad and our mom, our expertise
compliments each other.”
For Brad the concept is simpler: “It's a way to enter-

tain you and ourselves.”

Marene Gustin writes regularly about food for Houston

Intown Magazine and other publications.

Beyond Sipping
In addition to wines and the stuff of wine-making, Salud! sells an array of food
items and treasures for wine lovers. This merchandise includes a couple of
made-in-Texas items:

* Wine conserves and sauces from Leaning Oaks Vineyards, a small estate
vineyard in the Hill Country (with a second vineyard in the Escondido Valley of
West Texas).

* Wine stoppers from Dallas-based Texas Wood Products crafted from exotic
woods and topped with Lone Star State symbols or Swarovski crystals.




The More You Eat... Lick. |

gWH“OW. W N
Suck.
Repeat.

Ask about our private tequila tasting dinners.
713.522.7654

0 o)
ILAS N0 Nk

RESTAURANTE & BAR Greak & Americin Cafe

...the more you give
to Dining Out for
Life this month

by Tim Brookover

n April 26, eating at a

restaurant might do

very popular catering

more than pad yvour

waistline and deplete
your bank account. Choose the right
spot and you can support the work
of AIDS Foundation Houston. All

day, selected eateries around town

participating in the Dining Out for
Life program will
lust desserts: This sweet

EEE i morsel from Bistro Moderne
proceeds from food in the Hotel Derek is one of
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noon pastry at Tart Café. For dinner, (pictured) is the only g top Texas honor al
we will be ready for some swank winery in Galveston i Roden Uncorked, the |
either in Midtown at Monica Pope’s County, For spring, the ; Houston Livestock
t’afia or Uptown at Bistro Moderne folks at Haak recom- - Show & Rodeo wine |
Then it’s back to the Heights for a mend their 2005 Blanc & competition. The Ag-
nightcap and a late-night sweet at du Bois Blue Label e —_— = —— 21200 dastination
Fhe Boom Baom Hoom: Mow bhat's:a made from grapes grown there along with B[Pn‘mm Ea1 now includes the Villa 11 Messina Hof, a 10-room

Spring, Fulshear, Hillsboro, and Palestine grapes. Now bed-and-breakfast. Info: www.messinahof.com.
that's a Texas wine. Info; www.haakwine.com,

full day of helping a good causze. We're

humanitarians that way.

These restaurants had signed up at press time. Check www.diningoutforlife.com for addresses, phone numbers, and updates.

Baby Barnaby's The Boom Boom Room La Strada Mockingbird Wine Bistro Rouge Thai Spice
Barnaby's Café Carter & Cooley Company  Les Bivral's Kahve Niko Niko's Simposio Tila's on the Curve - o | PR 2
(all locations) Dragon Bow Asian Bistra  (bath locations) The Path of Tea Soments  Vatra Brasserie T b ; | UJ Marks

Bistro Moderne/Hotel Derek  Hungry's Café & Bistro Mingalone ltalian Bar & Grill  Potbelly Sandwich Works ~ t'afia lounge  Ziggy’s Healthy Grill : .
Bocados Julia's Bistro Mint Café Riva's Tart Café ww.dunbargalleries.co 281.275.5000

2623 Town Center Blvd.- Sugar Land
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HOMEBUYER 101

Hit a homerun with your first real estate purchase

he purchase of a first home is one of the

most exciting adventures of a lifetime

Ur.l:ﬂl‘fl..iﬂﬂtt?l},'. most consumers venture
into the transaction—which
biggest financial commitment they will ever

s usually the

make—with little or no guldance, experience,
or preparation. The steep and intense learning
curve one travels along when buying a home
for the first time can be daunting for those
who want to figure ott how to buy without
making costly mistakes.

To help level the playing field for new-
comers to the game so that they can make
informed choices and complete their transac-
tion from an experienced position, here is
a simple 5-point strategy that anyone can
follow with success.

#1 Trust Your Intuition and Ask Questions

If you can't trust your gut, you'll always
have a bad case of the butterflies. The best
way to get past your nervousness is to be in-

60 APRIL 2007 QuitSmart

by Jeff Hammerberg, Gayrealestate.com

formed, and that means asking guestions and
getting answers from reliable sources.

Read informative articles, surround
yourself with real estate savvy friends, and
find a Realtor you feel comfortable with who
is willing to patiently explain how the business
Works.

Just as picking a good university can
help you land the right career, investing some
time and energy in your informal real estate
education can potentially save you substantial
amounts of money now and weall into your
financial future.

#2 Assemble a Team of Experts

Real estate is complicated, and even pro-
fessional investors don't go it alone without
expert counsel and assistance

Find an experienced real estate attorney
(not just a lawyer who dabbiles in realty on the
side), an exceptionally thorough and meticu-
lous home inspector, a creative mortgage

lender, and a hard-working Realtor
With that team in place you help to ensure
favorable results with the least amount of

time, stress, and effort

#3 Know What You're Looking for and Why

Real estate pros often nickname consum-
ers who say they are ready to buy a home but
really haven't a clue what they are looking for,
where they want ta live, or how much they
want to spend "window shoppers.”

To keep yourself out of that category—
and speed up the process of finding your
dream home—deatermine how much house
you can afford, the features and amenities you
can't live without, your timeframe for closing
and relocating, and get pre-approved by a
maortgage company.,

Realtors will be clamoring to help you with
your house hunt because you will be one of
the rare clients who has their act together and

n page 6.
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Light and bright newer 3 bed,
3.5 bath West U. TH has granite
counters, 2 fireplaces, glass front
cabinets, breakfast room balcony..
simply  stunning.
Tim Anthony at

$405,000 Call
832-722-6901.

Inviting 3 story, 3 bed, 3.5 bath home in

chef’s kitchen with large pantry, designer
lighting and much more. $346,000 Call
Tim Anthony at 832-722-6901.

Wellappointed 3 bed,2 bath Heights home
rebuilt in 2004 by Crownpoint Homes
Hardwoods throughout, crown molding,
landscaped with alley access!! $339,000
Call Tim Anthony at B32-722-6901

Tim Anthony
832-722-6901

KAREN DEARR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS @ HARENDERR.COM

3 bed, 1 bath raised Galveston
cottage only one block from the
beach has large yard, outdoor
shower, beautiful moldings and
more, $139,900 Call Robert Zahn
at 409-939-9237.

Just in time for Summer! Rebuilt
Galveston cottage on corner lot
features freshly milled Cypress exterior,
4 beds, 3 baths, master suite, 2 car
garage, and granite counters. $249,500.
Call Robert Zahn av 409-939-9237.

The BeauxArt Building at 25th and
Post Office in Galveston. 15 spacious
residences with balconies & parking
in an environmentally conscious new
building, Starting at $392.400. Call Rob-
ert Zahn at 409-939-9237.

Robert Zahn
409-939-9237

Kanen DEwn &k ASSCCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS @ HARENDERR.COM

the heart of Montrose has high ceilings,

Historic 3 bed, 3 bath Montrose
home has upstairs loft with full kitch-
en & bath, 3,648 sq. fr., 12 ft ceilings,
hardwoods and more, all on a corner
lot! $475,000 Call Bob Beszborn at
281-650-2726.

Bob Beszborn
281-650-2726

3-story, 3 bed, 2.5 bath free standing
Montrose TH in 3 unit gated complex
has double paned windows, dramatic
ceilings, chef's kitchen and has 3 zones
for AC/Heat. $287.500 Call Bruce
Chambers at 713-822-1577.

Bruce Chambers
713-822-1577

Kancw DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY—VIEW PDF FLYERS @ HARENDERR COM

10 gorgeous new single family homes
in gated community near Downtown
boast granite counters, wood floors,
third floor media room and wine bar!
Starting at $187,000 Call Ashton Martini
at B32-B78-7686.

14 Brownstones in new gated com-
munity minutes from Downtown.
Stunning views and generous appoint-
ments. Still time to customize! Start-
ing at $224.900 Call Ashton Martini at
832-878-7686,

Another  beautiful  restoration |
by Diane Comstocks Black Tie |
Bungalows. 3 Bed 2.5 Bath 2,500+ |
square feet in the heart of Historic
MNorhill. Priced in the mid $500K's
CallAshton Martini at B32-878-7686.

==

Aston Martini
832-878-7686

KAREM DERR & ASSOCIATES REALTY=WiEw PDF FLYERS & KaREnDERR.COM

KAREN DERR

& ASSOCIATES REALTY




HOMEBUYER 101 way, and take notes about home maintenance. BLI I? l: : 01 Lx it
continued from page 66 Mot only will you learn about any potential I :[]:‘: R ] 1 ;':\( T }—'_‘
problems with the praperty that need to be

addressed before closing, but you will also get RICHARD RAY

valuable insight into how to take care of the y PROVEN TOP PRODUCER

is professionally prepared to search for, find,

and purchase a house.

14 Negotiate Skillfully but Reasonably home once it is yours

Inspired Living.™ Homes

ting for purchase, keep your eyes such as how to detect termite activity or how real estate experience, Richard Ray’s
on the prize. You don't want to overpay just to save money—and the environment—by srofessionalism is matched only

ve faund the right home and Inspectors can teéach you useful things With oo sve for

oV and eXtensive

because the seller has an inflated asking price changing the settings on your water heater. by his hich energy

1 make an offer that is ridicu- They can explain why those outlets In the

NOr SNOLIC

nd risk losing your dream home kitchen with red buttons on them help prevent

lously low &

If you quibble over minor repairs, you electrocution, and why you should never plant

might win the battle but lose the transaction shrubs too close to the house

Lively or luxurious? Classic grace or
contemporary chic? | :
Mediterranean or modern? - : 5311 - 5315A Liilian
Whatever insoir I A e |l | Starting at $334,900

atever inspires you... however you | 4 2165 sq ft
see yourself at home... g L 3 bedroom / 3.5 bath

Park at Lillian

and if you concede on major issues, you might For thase who are becoming homebuy-

end up buying a house that continues to cost ers for the first time—aor for those whose prior

You maney down the road axpeanences Were nerve ‘.'.".'IC|-=:!'II_.§ ar unneces-

The best approach is to do research—by sarily time consuming—these insider tips for

studying current sales data with the help of buying a home should remove much of the

. - yvour Realtar—make a fair offer, and then ne- mystery
Rlce Mlllta!y gotiate the final and any needed repairs The good news is that you can take full ad- a

Aziza Homes can suit your style. ba ective  vantage

Because we draw our inspiration Detering Place
from you. : '

S5 Not requi

214 - 220 A Detering

2 ss g o ' Starting at $369,900
Building premier custom homes, In . ! 2024 - 2316 5q ft

town homes and impressive multi- 4 ; 3 bedroom / 3.5 bath
family homes priced from $300,000 i i | - Rice Military
to over $3 million. : '

jolden opportunity. Skip a couple

!
I
of hours of work that day 50 you can accom-
|

yany the inspector, ask questions along the

We cover
a lot of
ground!

OPEN HOUSES :: SAT & SUN 12-5 B & Peden

711 Peden
$749,900

3527 sqgft
3 bedroom / 3.5 bath
Avon Place

suzanne
anderson

andersonprops.com

741 east 11th street
houston, texas 77008
713.862.0000 Suzanne Anderson Properties has expanded » From Hondo to

Triruty, Austin 1o Houston and down and around 1o Galvesion, we ve

3230 yoakum blvd. got you covered. If you need property — a new
houston, texas 77006 beachfront, ranch or investment — we are the tes

71 3.529.8484 wr website for a compiete ist of offices and co - :

s

6760 Portwest Drive » Houston, Texas « 77024
713.868.5575 « azizahomes.com

1
f
a
!
f
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1212 Columbus 5t - Monlrose Area - 3/3.5
Unigiee reversé pian wiliving on upper lave "'.r

cony. 3390k's

5 Tim DErQrove
wiwarm made F
nors, private yards, granite

aces. From 535

Midtown

5t - Micown - 2+aft’study@ba2ear

2 5.5, brick Perry townhom

Approx

Conveniant 1

~ 1905 Calumet - Museumn Dist. Townhome
- 4306 Roseland - New Mantro: - B+stdy
-4515C Lillian F1| 8 “‘ll |1r;, 3 e yard - 53¢

visit us on the web for all of our listings
713.298.148]
713.640.5379

Robert Gray
Dana Gray
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CONDO LIVING

Is your next address a
homeowners’ association?

by Leri Harlan, Copley News Service

hen choosing between a conde and
a house, the advantages of either
depend on lifestyle.

Sue Montalvo and her partner recently
decided to sell their house on an exclusive golf
course and move to a condominium nearby.
The couple had plenty of experience on which
to base their decision. In the past 20 years,
the two have lived in four houses and three
condominiums.

Montalvo says the most compelling reason
to move to a condo was to get out of yard-
work, repairs, and maintenance, The freedom
she sacrificed when she sold her house was
balanced by the additional free time she can
now devote to more relaxing endeavors

"Condo living is limited in many respects,
but it was definitely the right thing for us. We
have more leisure time for travel and golf. |
don't regret the decision at all," Montalvo says

“When we were building the condo, we
had to choose from a limited selection of floor
plans—five or six total. We also have to adhere
to what the association says we ¢an and can't
do,” she says. “There's not a lot of freedom of
choice in landscaping and exterior finishes.
You just don't have the same control building a
conda as you do building a house."

Condo associations or boards control
many of the decisions regarding the property
They often decide how association or mainte-
nance fees are spent.

Still, in spite of the imitations, Montalvos
and her partner agree that condo living fits their
lifestyle. Many of their friends, who are also near-

\7-N

credit repair

for your new home!

281.497.7900

www.evalrealestate.com

ing retirement, are considering similar moves.

But it's mot just older Americans who
are buying up condos around the country.
Yourger people also benefit from the flexibil-
ity of condo living:

When Montalve's daughter finished col-
lege and began her career, she cansidered
a number of properties, but ended up ina
condo, as well,

“Condos are great for people who are
fnearing retirement, but they can be just as
good for young people. My daughter is just
starting out. By purchasing a cando, she
doesn't have to be bothered with property
maintenance like yard work and other upkeep
It was a great choice for her lifestyle as a busy
young professional.”

The decision is also economic, according
to a real estate professional.

"Less square footage means more money
and less maintenance,” says Randy Johnstone,
an agent with The Real Estate Group. "You
generally get less space and a smaller vard in
a condo, but you aiso get freedom from re-
sponsibility. Smaller, maintenance-free condos
give people more time and money to spend
enjoving themselves.”

Location is another commaeon draw for
condos, Especially in urban areas, condos are
often built within walking distance of ameni-
ties such as grocery stores, dry cleaners, and
restaurants, virtually eliminating the need for
a car. Single-family homes are more common
to suburban areas where even simple errands
require a car ride,
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Just because our
name has changed
our dedication to
quality service
has not.

commercial building

$1,799,999

701 richmond
great address for multi-tenant or single-tenant building.

Todd Partrldge...

still selling Ho

from the same office

713.824.5454

suzanne
anderson

|- .': L) --~,_

R

JJ

andersonprops.com

3230 yoakum blvd.
houston, texas 77006

s;:_.rr, contemporary townhome
with hardwoods on all levels.

call for appointment today.




Why Buying Now

Makes Sense

Waiting may not be the answer
by Jeff Hammerberg, GayRealEstate.com

TITLE COMPANY

- Cxeelllence -

Our promise to you!

hould | buy now or wait for prices to shrink?" can be a tough
question to answer during a shifting market, when even the
experts can't seem to agree on what lies ahead for the economy.,
Especially during a reversal of trends it 15 hard to read the signs. But
it does appear that we are leaving the long period that defined an
unprecedented seller's advantage in real estate and are entering into a
buyer's market.

For those who have praperty to sell, the decision is not as compli-
cated. Most Realtors agree that thase who offer their homes now at a
reasonable price will get results. And those who hold on te last year's
outdated values and try to get more than the current market is willing
to pay may get the cold shoulder from a market that is rapidly cooling
off from its histarical highs.

Buyers may have a tougher call to make, because buying now
could mean paying too much if housing prices keep falling, but it also

ensures lower interest rates if mortgage rates continue to climb.

To take some of the confusion out of the decision-making process
and help you make up your mind, we offer five important points to
consider, Every potential buyer ought to consider these underlying
ecanomic factors while planning for the immediate future

1) Interest rates are likely to continue their rise.

Although the outlook for housing prices is unsure, most pundits
agree that interest rates will need to continue a steady rise in order to
curb the threat of inflation. And even a two-point Increase in mortgage
interast can translate inta an increased payoff of tens of thousands
of dollars more over the lifetime of a loan. Waiting a year for housing
prices to drop cauld mean paying a considerably higher amount to bor-
row the mortgage money, if rates rise at the pace they have over the
past 12 menths

Your monthly payments will also increase. For example, if you
barrow $300,000 at six percent over 30 years, your monthly interest
payment will be $1.800. Borrowing the same amaount at eight percent
will increase your monthly payments to more than $2,200. That is
an increase of $4,800 a year or nearly $145,000 over the life of your
mortgage. So those who plan to remain in their homes for the long haul
should weigh interest rates as carefully as they weigh purchase price

2) When rates rise, leasing becomes more expensive.
As interest rates increase, so do the monthly payments needed
to service mortgages. As a result, the number of gualified buyers

Inner [ :f{’;!
3700 Buffalo Speedway, Suite 400
Houston, Texas 77098

(between U.S. 59 and Richmond Avenue)
(713) 418-7000 Office * (713) 418-7001 Fax

diminishes. People who would otherwise buy homes find themselves
unable to qualify for loans, so they enter into the market for leased
property, driving the price of rentals up, If you are leasing now and plan
to continue leasing until housing prices drop significantly, keep in mind
that vour landlord may raise prices to keep up with increased demand
in the rental market. Your strategy to save money may be neutralized
o T or negated by a sudden shift in supply and demand
Uptown Galleria
1177 West Loop South, Suite 1475
Houston, Texas 77027
(between Post Oak Boulevard and Woodway)
(713) 418-6000 Office * (713) 418-6001 Fax

! and from work In gas-guzzlers and the brick masons use gas-powered

3) Construction costs are increasing.

There are lots of factors that influence construction costs, but
ane of the most universal relates to the price of cil. Everything on a
construction site is connected to gasoline. The carpenters drive to

i page 68

66 APRIL 2007 QutSmart

RS -

Welcome to a world where no dream is too elaborate - welcome to DirectBuy.

Price and savings One-Stop Shopping

Our direct connection with manufacturers allow four exclusive membership 1o DirectBuy means you don't have
nareds ntr yvour time driving all over town Igoking tor
Aith a huge selection and consiltants or i'—--'"'L"E 18]

Wares every cay

» only door you have to walk through s ours

Unprecedented selection

DirectBuy is the ultimate source for the brand-name

Design Consultants

Nt t k

that can bring vour home to life With a vast ‘

owledge of brand-name

Exclusive membership

FTOm The Showro L UL T 1a¥e YOUI

Call 1-800-218-0726 or visit www.directbuy.com today

to learn how you can furnish your world just the way you like it - without emptying your bank account.

B ]
The #1 way to buy direct for your hunwy

No dealers please
Daily Open Houses by appointment only



Quality Crafstmanship, Historic Detail, Strong Value RISV RISISSY

Come Home 16 e //ny/ﬁ RULED OUT

ana cement are shigped from state tc The residential Universal Tax Exclusion Act
i doesn’t benefit GLBT couples
by Jeff Hammerberg, GayRealEstate.com

of il rises, so does the price of cons sQuare
planning to build, dan't wait for housing prices to fall as gas prices ao i ¢ 3 '
. ) 1en it sounds too good ta be true, the only ones who took advantage of an Here’s how it works nowadays:

through the roof : 2 ) v b
t usually is, especially when the exclusion from capital gains taxes on the sale Since the tax exclusion became "universal

757 E. 16lh- Heights : AR Vi S s e S e e e Y SEAE e it 9aye), it can
Begutiful free-fined quiet street with cevered front A T /! ; d 5 CLIs L., government policy L INcipa sldences. Decaus [Lransiation: e ¥ody pt gays), It ca
parch. 3 bedrooms/ 2 baths approx 1918 sf on 5000 sf T 4) Mortgages are still cheap and lenders are desperate for business. egarding income tax Jut this time is an a one-time deal, you could only use it once e LS ery two years, for as many times
Iet. Formal living and dining reoms, Kitchen open to =1 4t Istorically speaking, mortgage rates are still dirt cheap. And with L SRR =g S RS SRk TE [kt s e il s = = i ALl ha i
family room. Master suite added 2005 with large wolk- " oL A ) \ y axceptio rmore i exemp- during your entire lifetime {e asy W All you hay
in doset and private bolcony, Built-ins cnd hardwoods Sl S  BlLL nd f 33 i st on : sense to Use the once-in-a-life
- : ' -y credible opportunities to make money in rea 15 @ young person selling a home with very at least two ve:
bel ; sell it and pocke

and live in it as your pri

Angela Pipes it el dtus o hsss i t, many ex Y’
48 i e i R S e i ax Exclusion Act enz yrimarily a tax break for older folks, who a penny In capital gz
113‘26,.1‘ ce” 5 1 st ceal to ever hit the residential real “auld sall the \ NCE ap tre J. us I:Il"'\'l' .:_\|r.1 .:!"|.|‘-"=|-'-|-
sstate industry capital gains, and not have to pay taxes on

thing, all over aga

angela@angelapipes.com

www.AngelaPipesHomes.com
How people use it to make money:

Find the home of your dreams. Buy it in

estate market. Live in it for two

Brick front lofts with lorge covered front porches. Each
JLYL Approximately 2.210 SF : ; slan N the : ; t e
2nd floor living, kitchen, dining and BirOWR G BT R e B e e R e ollow . ar slag face that w at way) ba 1950s. She paid .
master suite. High ceilings, open floar plan : j ot =y i e K aren 't supposed to notice for it (believe it or not), and paid it off in full e proceeds to invest in another house. Many
1536-1538 Moshun 5299000 each . Buv a hause. live in it for two

1341-1343A-13438 P €309 000 eoch .- - \] e T » e, . nostoe Yy e | sure riate before 1975. Later sh = = gain o8
‘3“”“““‘9’53”-;% I{ | I'- L ]'-l H[ }l)[ 'll |-\|\' s e e e T e Dy ott Here's how the tax exclusion ariginally of more than $200 ). Using her ¢ me years, and while living in it do u
l(E_IJ-lEl‘\lI'II-[.'I-\_Hl | lend . committed t BT ramm _. o it o p worked: sian » was al to keep that nes { r, if the house is in good shape

n the past, the elderly were pretty much

Z%—E }'_ E METROPOLITAN RICHARD HILL

or more), and sell it for a profit. Use

HousToN METROPOLITAM
S50 PosTt Oax BuyD. Suite 350
HOusTON, TX 77027

coO ROL BEST MALE REAL ESTATE AGENT
S’ MP L’ F ’E D. OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 2006

(and for less than you might expect) Selling your home, or looking to buy

the perfect place? — Let Me Help!

We can help you take control of all your media - . .
and electronics from the palm of your hand. s Handlmg your real estate business

For everything from your audio video equipment [ in the best way possible is my goal.

to your CDs, your MP3s, your lights, your live TV. ' '
We can give you total home and media control You deserve great service...Call me!

that is simple and elegant. ' .. . ! 713-980-5111
: ' Cell: 713-828-7866

audio video desi | | Email: Richard@richardhill.com

www.Ri ill.com
713-776-8444 7300 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY HOUSTON, TX 77074  WWW.AVDESIGNSHOUSTON.COM RichardHill.co
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BAS CONCEPTS

1511 Missouri Street

Starting in the high $400's

6 units available, 3 unique floor plans

Mexican Contemporary design
and finishes

Pavestone common drive access

Private fenced yards for eac
= Full iron stair rails and open
balustrades in all units

August Vega 713.530.0114
Greg Valerie 832.687.7616

RULED OUT

continued ' frory

and in a popular area where prices are rising,
they just live there and maintain it, without
adding any significant equity. Then they
sell it In the recent real estate bull market,
thousands of people used this strategy with
great success.

Let's say, for Instance, that you buy a
house worth $600,000 and it increases
in value 10 percent per year, which is not
unusual these days. That's 60 grand a year
for just staying home and watching television
while eating chips and salsa on the sofa. Not a
bad gig, and you still have time to go to a real
job; If you want to make some extra cash.

The catch:

There is, however, a ceiling on haw much
profit you can make before you have to pay
capital gains taxes. The amount is $250,000
per person. Howeaver, spouses are allowed to
combine their exclusions, so a married couple
can make $500,000 before they have to pay
capital gains. Even if you aren’'t good at math,
you know that's a mighty sweeat deal

Unless it's against the lawsfor you to
marry the one you love, which is the big rub.

If you're popping the champagne cork

BULEY HOMES

1301 West Dallas
MLS# 1117455 = $390's
» CityView Terrace, 12 total units

® Unobstr d continuous view

of downtown

= Gated, high-end finishes, green space

Casie Burke 713.922.0640

Chelsea Heighis Lofts

Starting at $349,900

i u

and toasting the benefits offered by the
Universal Tax Exclusion Act, your fluted glass
runneth over, But as you read the small print,
you begin to understand the larger implica-
tions of the law, and realize that while some
of us view the champagne glass as haif full,
others—namely GLBT couples—know that it is
definitely half empty.

Consicer how much money ChEI-I"IGES
hands in the U.S. each year when GLBT
couples buy and sell homes, How many mil-
lions are in.a zillion? Now divide that number
in half and you will have the answer ta how
much tax discrimination against gays |s worth
as it refuses to recognize gay partnerships. A
whole |ot

We wish that the United States would add
a room on to the house where our civil rights
reside, to make some space under the roof of
equality for the GLBT community

That day will come.

In the meantime, the good news is that
the Not Quite Universal Tax Exclusion may
still save you a bundle of cash!

Jeff Hammerberg is the president of

1, @ Network

ing the GLBT community
with fairness and professional excellence. He canbe

reached at 1-888-420-6683

ilable, 2,200 sq. fi. (bullder)
e urban design

Skyline views
® 4-car garage

® Landscaped backyards

Kellf Considine 281.387,7953

suzanne
anderso

PROPERTIES
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andersonprops.com

741 east 11th st.
713.862.0000 713.529.8484

3230 yoakum blvd.

MAKE
REPAIRS

Work to improve credit
long before applying
for loan

by Paul R. Huard, Copley News Service

uying a home means more than just

looking at houses. Unless you have

more money than Donald Trump, you'll
buy your home with a loan—and even the
Donald has a banker who checks his credit
SCOres

If you have great credit, you'll be eligible
for better loans at more affordable rates. If
your credit has some problems, don't give up
hope.

And if you don't know what your credit
score s, you haven't taken the first financial
step needed to enter intelligently into the
nome-ouying market

According to the lending company Credit.
com, credit scores from Equifax, Experian,
and TransUnion (the nation's three largest
credit reporting companies) play a major role
n determining your mortgage rates

Ideally, you should start waorking on im-

s three to six months

proving your credi
before yvou plan to buy a home, because this
will give you time to consider how to improve
your scores. Also, because your mortgage
lender may check your Equifax, Experian, and
TransUnion credit reports for your application,
t's important that you check all three, too.

If you want to remove something inaccu-
rate from your credit reports, submit a letter
of dispute to the credit bureau. If you want
to remove something fraudulent from your
credit reports, report the crime to the credit
bureau's identity theft departments

[n addition, you'll need to check your FICO
score (named after the Fair Isaac Corp., the
financial data company that began furnishing
lenders information on loan applicant's repay-
ment history, outstanding debts, and credit
line status in 1956). The score is.a number that
averages out information about one simple
fact: how well and how quickly you repay your
debts

There is no “perfect” score, since there
are always lenders willing to provide loans
with higher interest rates to borrowers with
less-than-sterling credit. However, the payoff
from a better FICO score can be big. For
example, with a 30-year fixed mortgage of
$150,000, you could save approximately

nued an page
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MAKE REPAIRS

$131,000 over the life of the lgan—or $365 on each monthly payment—

“| deserve a full time agent
with experience!”

¥

by first Improving your FICQ score from a 550 to a 720.

What should you do to improve your scores? Fair Isaac Corp. sug-
gests the following:
} Pay your bills on time. Delinguent payments and collectjons can
hawve a major, negative impact on your score.

» If you have missed payments, get current and stay current. The

l understand.

longer vou pay your bills on time, the better your score

» Be aware that paving off a collection account, or closing an account
on which you previously missed a payment, will not remove it from yaur
credit report. The score will still consider this information, because it

reflects your past credit pattern

» If you are having trouble making ends meet, contact your credi-

Mike Copenhaver
ABR. CRS. GRl [HE=3

§ 713.528.4963
B713.528.1800

mikecopenhaver@remax.net
www. MikeCopenhaver.com ) b Avoid credit repair agenci

REMBX" METRO

26246 Richmond Avenue
Houston, TX 77098

tors or see a legitimate credit counselor. This move won't impro :
score immediately, but if you can begin to manage your credit and pay

tter over time. And seeking assistance

on time, your scare will get I

from & credit counseling service will not hurt your score

a5 that charge a fee to improve your

By removing negativ yation from vour credit

e can force credit bureaus or lenders to r

nformation from a credit report. Credit repair companies often take
your money without delivering what they promise

You can check your FICQ score online by going to www

and ordering ¢

MORTGAGE SERVICES: INSURANCE SERVICES:

100% Financing ...
200% Service

Purchase, Befinance;
e -l."_'a.:fq I.':-.: IU-_I;'J F:;:,: -
call the best!

CallJohn Frels end.
Mortoage Associates!!

ror Coverage as Unic S;us
& Complete as You Are.

ill”":’..} :jlt:li”;*:.’; ;m

Caliderirey Bules ana
Insurance Associates Group!i

GETSTARTED TODAY. GALLUS AT

713.523.9400

GET APPROVED TODAY. CALLUS AT
713.524.1850

Take advantage of all of our on-fine services.
It's EASY, just visit us at

www.mortgageassoc.com

Take advantage of all of our on-line services.
It's EASY, just visit us at

www.insuranceassociatesgroup.com

Insurance Q @

Associates
Group

" (YJortgage
nn  Associates

l OF TEXAS
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CHECK IT OUT

Home inspection makes sense
by Vicky Katz Whitaker, Copley News Service

he price is right, the neighborhood desirable, and the house
pe t. But before you plunk down money on that resale, think

our head instead of your heart and hire a home inspector

with y
Otherwise, your dream home could became your worst nightmare.
Today, wise buyers make the purchase of a home contingent on a
satisfactory whole-house inspection. That allows them to pull out of
al if the inspection turns up serious defects too costly to repair,
llers tap the skills of

problems beforehand, they c:

pme inspectors, too [“"; uncavernng

1 C

Savy

the market

A home inspector has the ability to see the forest through the
trees,” says Frank Lesh, president of the 6,000-member American
Society of Home Inspectors, North America's oldest and largest as-

essional home inspectors le the home buyer is

envisioning how much fun the children are going to have playing in

new house, the home inspector is reporting on potentially unsafe

conditions,” Lesh notes

Althou

ther indepen tly, through a f

rt of a large company,

s reguires them to be even the h tough

ta do not need license

"

laws. Hous ng ins

o, Delaware, Florida, Hawail, ldaho, lowa, Kansas, Maine,

FEATURING

SHOWER SYSTEMS

1070 TOILETS

KITCHEN FIXTURES
BATHROOM FIXTURES
WATER HEATERS
TANKLESS WATER HEATERS
PLUMBING PARTS & PIPES

U-PLUMB-IT

1424 MONTROSE 77019
713.942.2277

orrect them before the house goes on

are are several thousand home inspectors ocperating ei-

Great Midtown Valu...

Designer features
wilh lons of upgvades

1960 sq ft
2 bdr/2ba/study
balcony
fireplace
high ceilings
granite counters |
surround sound
custom bar

built in aquarium
distributed audio
upgraded lighting
stainless s. appliances
tankless water heater

Pat Nemec
Todd & Co.

281-413-1496
patlynn58@yahoo.com

TANKLESS

GAS WATER HEATERS




IF YOU HAVEN'T

" DISCOVERED

' GREAT DESIGN

"IN HOUSTON YET
DON'T BLAME US

BoConcept® has just opened its doors in Houstan offering madern
furniture ard a saries all at affardable prices.

So if you're lookir for inspiring ideas for your home then stop h',' YOour
new Boloncept™ Brand Stores today.

CHECK IT OUT

Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Hampshire,
New Mexico, Ohio, Utah, Vermont, or Wyoming.
Mast licensed profe

ssionals are affiliated with one or more profas-
sional organizations like ASHI or the National Society of Home Inspec-
tors, which provide standardized testing, codes of ethics, and courses
that keep membpers abreast of new materials and construction stan-
dards. Whole-house inspections usually cost $200 to $600 depending
on location. If you've agreed to buy or sell a house, the inspection may
have to be completed within a narraw time frame specified In the sales
contract. National home inspector organizations like ASH! can provide
you with the names of members in your area, either via the Internet
(www.ashi.org) or by phone. NAHI's website (www.nahi.org) also pro
vides current state-by-state licensing information

Though buyers often depend on their real estate agents to direct
them to local home inspectors, that's net always prudent, Since agents
have a vestad interest in seeing the sale go through, you may not get
the names of tough inspectors for fear they could kill the deal. Before
you retain a hame inspectaor, ask for recommendations from friends or
business associates.

Whether you're buying or selling, plan to be on hand for the
nspection, which could last a few hours, That way you'll have an op-

portunity to see and get advice on solving any of the problems that are

repair, foundation cracks, and garage fire wall violations. The condi-
tion of appliances, faucets, insulation, doors, windows, sidewalks and
driveways, and concrete flaors should alse be part of the inspection
package. A comprehensive written report should be in your hands well

afore the closing. A termite inspection is usually handled separately

If you own the house, make sure the inspector gets total access.
That may mean clearing out the attic and garage as well as unblocking
antrances to crawl spaces. Utilities should be turned on, electric panels
put within easy reach, and sinks, showers, tubs and kitchen appliances
made free of personal or stored items. If you have pets, either secure
them or temporarily move them elsewhere,

PREMIUM ADVICE

Property owners find covering
assets a good policy

by Vicky Katz Whitaker. Copley News Service

eady to close on that house, co-op, or condo? Bon't be sur-
prised if the mortgage lender requires you to arrange and
pay for homeowners insurance to protect its investment

Standard homeowners insurance usually covers the full cost of

fixing or rebuilding a house in the event of fire. lighting, hail, explo-
uncoverad g e Sl ; :
y sion, or theft. If you want to be insured for accidental damage

Expect the inspector to look for damag decayed roafing, poor

caused by floods, earthquakes, mine st sidence, or similar natural

drainage, electrical hazards, rotted wood, ans or alterations not
g

disasters, be prepared to pay separately. And don't expect to be

up to code, unsafe fireplaces or chimneys, non-working air handling

f f reimbursed for damage that's caused by neglecting to do routing
systems, faulty water heaters, gas heaters that need maintenance or ) e

3-seater, from $1,749. As shown, $2,999

BaConcept® Houston
4302 Westheimer Road » 713
www BoConcept.com
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1515 HYDE PARK
Gorgeous 3 level townhome in goted Midtown Community!
Stunning hordwood floors, ceromic tile! Vaulted ceilings,
wrought iron staircose. Island kitchen w/granite counters, stain-
less steel applianies, surround sound wired throughout, eleva-
tor ready! 414,000,

——

-
- THE MARK

Luxurious high-rise in the heart of the Gollerio, european
styling with spectacular views from o private balcony,
gourmel kitchen, granite countertops, refrigerafed wine
storage, morble floars, ultra-guiet soundproof system, 24-
hour staff/conciarge, and fitness cenfer. You'll love the sophisticated ambience of
the lifestyle you deserve! 174 900

WE KNOW THAT

“FAMILY” HAS MORE 63 )
THAN ONE MEANING!

Gary Steuernagel MBA, CRB
“Certified Real Estate Broker”

(281) 565-7653
(832) 594-3655

Delta Realty Group

2221 Driscoll Street
$525,000

3 Bedroom 3.5 Baths — Walking Distance To River Oaks
Formal Dining - Living Room w/Fireplace
All Marble Master Bath

Kim McClure
Oakington Realty

. (713) 922-7737  F: (866) 689-2924
kim@oakingtonrealty.com  www.OokingtonRealty.com
4 550 Post Oak Blvd. - Svite 470 - Houston, TX 77027

Metropolitan Design Group, Inc.

7 6 61

w
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Fll Sell Your Home in 39 Days or, I'll Sell it for FREE.
Guaranteed.

KELLER
WILLIAMS
Multi-Million Dollar Top Producer
Bryan Boyle, asr, cri, Reattore

Proudly Specializing in Houston’s Inner
Loop and Close-In Neighborhoods

113-869-50LD

(7653)
-_'—"'_'——--_._____‘__‘.____—__

=

Each Keller Williams Realty Office is independently owned and operated

% .';?//"(#J/(-// Ssland

Joe

#=3{ Tramonte
" REALTY

1802 Broadway, Suite 122
Galveston, Texas

800-765-4030
409-765-9837

V]@ TramonteRealry.com

2002 - 2006
OutSmart Readers Choice

Five years in a row!

V.J. Tramonte

=
Hental & Prnperty
Management
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Jad from page

home maintenance
The Insurance Informaticon Institute,

a New York City-based research center

funded by the insurance industry, points

out that while policy terms differ from one
company to another, all homeowners insur-
ance D0|il.3f6‘5 cover.

* Liability that protects you from the cost
of lawsuits for Injuries ar property dam-
age that may be caused by you or family
members.

+ Loss of personal property

«Costs of temporary living expenses while
your home is being rebuilt or repaired

Most limits can be increased, but you'll
pay an additional premium
While they still must cover the mort-

gage lender, co-op or condo buyers face a

different set of insurance issues, Most co-

ops and condos have a "master policy” that
insures common areas like a roof, walkway,
or elevator and, in some cases, individual
units as they were originally built. If you're
buying a co-op or condo, you may need an
insurance policy to cover alterations you
make or those done by a previous owner

Also expect to pay separately to insure

personal possessions, limit your liability,

and be covered for additional livir

ex-

penses if a disaster hits. You ma 50 ‘want
to ante up the cost of coverage for unit
owner assessments, water back-ups, flood
or earthguake insurance.

No matter what you're buying, be-
fore you close, read the fine print. Some
lenders require only that you get enough
homeowners insurance to cover the mart-
gage. That could leave you with a serious
coverage gap if your home is damaged or
testroyed.

it's the most common error homeoawn-
ers make, the Institute says. The problem is
compounded when you negliect to annually
review and, if necessary, increase the limits
of your homeowner policy ta reflect higher
construction costs or structural improve-
ments. One recent industry study found
that 52 percent of today's homes are un-
derinsured by an average 22 percent

How do you know how much insurance
you need? Ask local builders, real estate
agents, or your insurance rep. Take into
account such things as the type of con-
struction, the style of your house, special
interior features like a fireplace, unusual
windows, or a new kitchen or bathroom,
Multiply the total by the square footage
of yaur home and you'll get a pretty good

<

——

Dwerse | Le

| www.diverselending.com

mg

Specializing in
Partner Loans
Stated Income Loans

Bad Credit
Cash Outs

O o g "G AApD
L8 1-83506G9

.' —

Prrubmnes « Wolbmanss s | giboni

Refinance Purchases

O“NEO’ %
“FAMILY” <

Call

Dawn Reeves
281.830.5969

Apply for your
loan online!

Let my family help vour family into a home today! Call today for a free consultation and credil report

DreamMaker
Bath & Kitchen

“ﬁi&king Jyo
~come truel”

rem

" Mézt

U

reqms
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ROUND TOP DESIGN GROUP

CREATING EXCEPTIONAL COUNTRY PROPERTIES FOR SOPHISTICATED LIFESTYLES

JACQUELYN DITSLER
281 460 3395
WWW. ROUNDTOPDESIGNGROULCOM

Your Friend
Your Neighbor
' Your Realtor
Tim Surraft
713.942.6830

tim_surratt@yahoo.com

GREENWCDD KING

PREMIUM ADVICE

idea of what it would cost to replace it
Don't include the cost of the land and
don't base the final figure on what you
paid for your home. Those numbers
fluctuate

Most homeowners insurance
policies cover personal possessions for
about 50 to 70 percent of the insurance
yau have on the structure. A home in-

ventory that details eyverything you own

and the replace
stolen or destro
ne if you need more

insurance. Expensive items like furs,

help you deterr

5ilve i jewelry should be insured
separately, but the premium will be
figured on the actual dollar value of the

item and where you live
If vou need flood insurance, you'll

=t it from the Federal Insur-

ministration. Some insurance
s sell earthquake insurance

In Califernia, you can also get cover

age through the California Earthguake

Authority

Having your mew home professionally
inspected early in the buying process can
save you thousands of dollars.
We will give you the information you need.

Home Inspections for the Seller

Having your home inspected, before your
properly goes on the market can get
you the best soles price for your home.
We will help you maximize your
home value and real estate
investment!

JIM’S HOME INSPECTION

“mf 'mi Bl _@l=@l

Jim Givlian
281.380.1548 cell
713.527.0209 office

Trech8616

iimgiulian@-‘ychoo.com

Oscar Guevara

Not just
a Realtor”
...part of your

community.

HERITAGE

TEXAS PROPERTIES

heritagetexas.com

Call Oscar today for a
free Market Analysis

713.341.1650

oguevara(@heritagetexas.com

@ LEADING REAL ESTATE
A%, COMPANIES o/ THE WORLD ==

The promise of an experience
unlike any otber.

uy Beach.
"~ Its Hot!

-—r""’

Renting a beach house is great.
Owning one is even befter!

800.880.2554
sandnsea.com

Galveston Island Resort
Property Experfs Since 1974

_ - R S !

HOME FURNISHINGS & ACCESSORIES

+ dining and accent tables

* screens * pil
* chandeliers and more

345 W 19TH ST
HOUSTON HEIGHTS 713.869.1414

" Monddy-Satirday 10am-6pm
: Sunday 1pm-5pm
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Looking for Crate & Barrel, Restoration
Hardware, Storehouse Style Furniture?

Come and see the smart alternative!

No fancy showroom -
we really are a
warehouse in the
Heights — just

trend setting
furniture at

30% ta 50%

less than your
favorite stores

and catalogs.

Chic Warehouse

727 Yale Street » One Block West of Heights Blvd,
(713) 822-3392

Wed. - Fri, 10am - 3pm e Sat. [0am - 5pm » Sun. Lam - 5pm
Find us on: http:/ /houston.citysearch.com /bestof/winners/ furniture

Chic Warehouse™ is not associated with any retail store, All rand names
aned trademarks are the properayy of their respeetive holders and are
referenced here for descriptive purposes only.
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SET THE STAGE

Subtle changes add drama
and value to your home

| by Cerise Valenzuela, Copley News Service

‘ sk any real estate agent, and he or she will tell you that
| getting a peak price takes more elbow grease and effort
than before

Sure, some buyers are lured by the fixer hame they can make
their own—and they'll get a better price, too. But most buvers
want to be wooed by curb appeal, a fresh coat of paint, and the
look of a finished or maintenance-free home they can imagine
themselves in.

Savvy sellers realize they are in control of that baiting game. |If
they de-clutter rooms, iet in the natural light, and use accessories
sparingly, their home has a better chance of shifting from avail-
able to irresistible. And that can translate into big money.

The Wall Street Journal estimates "effective staging can boost
prices by 20 percent te 50 percent.” Other experts are more con-
servative, saying count on at |east a 10 percent boost in the home
price

“Fresh is really what people are locking for," says Ronda West,
a Redondo Beach, Calif., interior design consultant. “It's very rare
that you're selling a fresh house. You're selling a house that's 10
yvears old, and one you've been living in for five years. Buyers want
a fresh start, a clean slate. They like real clean and clear spaces."

Unlike with in-demand renovations such as kitchens and
bathrooms, which bring their own market-determined price boast,
subtle changes and staging can result in a wider and less-defined
range of income. "But it wouldn’t be unrealistic to guess that you
could reasonably get 10 percent. Or what often happens is it's
a much guicker sale," said West, who helps clients stage their
homes for sale

Television shows offering tips to homeowners about to jump
into the selling game, such as HGTV's Designed to Sell and A&E's
Sell This House, are hot, Staging, or preparing and merchandising
a home for sale, has become equally popular with mativated sell-
ers, They aren't decorating homes as much as they are minimizing
accessories and personal touches and spotlighting the home's
best features with paint

Some sellers spend a few thousand dollars for paint, labor and
new furniture. Other sellers are spendina as much as $30,000
to sell their hames, adding decorator tile to bathreoms, lighting
fixtures, and new flooring to homes already touched up with fresh
paint

West tells clients to remove all the personal products on the
bathroom counters, clear off kitchen counters, and clean even the
unsean.

Be prepared for buyers to nose around in showers, cupboards,
closets, even drawers. Set the dining room table for a party. Don't
bether with the scented candles, but de replace the faux flowers
Orchids are elegant and resilient, she says,

“| try to have my client walk through her front door as if she's
never seen her home before and see what her eyes go to. If it's
that dead plant in the corner, get rid of it,"” West says. “The whole
key to staging is you're trying to give buyers a visualization of
what the house would be like if they live there, You want it to still
look warm and inviting, but you need to leave room for the poten-
tial buyer to envision their own things in thera.”

De-clutter, de-personalize, and re-accessorize are three rules

sisters and RE/Max Realtors Kelly Evans
and Laura Medina tell their clients. The pair
added staging to their services a few years
ago, after taking an accredited course

“You're going to sell your house, but
why would you sell it for less than you
potentially could, for such a little effort,"
Medina asks.

“If people can't see through the clutter

" says Evans. "They will give you a lower
bid," adds Medina

Sometimes it takes an outsider's eyes
to see what needs to be done,

"Alot of people are so personally in-
vested in their homes that it helps to have
an objective person come in," says Medina,
who even had a few suggestions when
Evans put her own home an the market

One client removed old carpet from
hathrooms and spent about $6,500 on
improvements and got $50,000 more for
the house, Medina says.

When in doubt, pack it up, say the
sisters. You're going to have to pack soon
anyway. They tell clients to add $1 to the
home price for each item they pack away
to reveal a clutter-free loock. And don't
forget the curb appeal

“A Realtor can pull up to the house and
a client can tell right then whether they'd
buy that house," Medina says

PROUDLY SERVING THE GLBT COMMUNITY
Sk%z Balboa
e

allor Associale

AREA SPECIALIST FOR
Montrose The Heights Oak Forest
Gandlelight Estates Garden Oaks

sireel
8.3496

Volley Goodman

www.CallVolley.com

713.444 5044 ESTTE.

t;
-_— X
Prudential
GARY GREENE

miR: TAA

5418 Nolda Street
3/2.5/2 2,129 5q. it
£290,000.00

Two story Townhouse centrally located. Large
back patio, attic floored for storage and good
closet space, Plantation Shutters. Master bath
has double sinks, whirlpool tub.

Brooks Ballrd %@

Gary Bergner 713/962.4592

GMAC

5400 Nolda Street
3/2 5/2 2,550 5q. ft
$325,070,00

Two stary single-family home very nicely
decorated inside, very centrally located, large
fenced yard (room for a pool) with a patio off
the kitchen. Lots of closet space
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Membership Specials
Feel Better Naked!!!!

3 month membership $165
w/ 3 Training sessions & 1 Pilates 5385
w/ 6 Training sessions & 1 Pilates $515
w/ 12 Training sessions & 2 Pilates $825
w/ 24 Training sessions & 2 Pilates §1365

6 month membership $275
w/ 3 Training sessions & 1 Pilates 5495
w/ B Training sessions & 1Pilates S825
w/ 12 Training sessions & 2 Pilates $935
w/ 24 Training sessions & 2 Pilates $147!
{includes 2 Free Orientations)

1 year membership $399

FEX also provides a variety of classes, including Yoga and Pilates!
Please visit our website for detail and discount coupons!

www.fitnessexchangehouston.com or call 713-524-9932 for details.

Dirk Hunter, D.C.

Chiropractic
Care

DWAYNE COOKSON,

Personal Trainer

Fitness
Coaching

~ Exclusively at
Exchange!

Rehabilitation

Ergonomic
Consulting

Wellr

F‘I'l‘_}‘_.“:', 1Ims

- Certified through

f 1 The Cooper

i ] i Institute
N ' - Dallas, Texas

Sports ¥

Injuries

Soft Tissue
Injuries

Work-Rélated!

Injuries Nutrition Guidance
TWCC , Weight Loss
ﬁ\ \ I' ed i a Muscle Gains

o |l Toning & Definition

sl Wellness Coaching

FREE FITNESS ASSESSMENT*
CALL 281-960-6301

dcooksonfitness@aol.com
www.fitnessexchangehouston.com

“Must be @ member of F/EX.

NOW AT FITNESS EXCHANGE
4040 Milam

713.524.9932

Med-CREW.com
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Whos watching
the kids when
youre away?

This is not a model!! Lucy is an actual client!

Pet Sitting §

IN THE HEIGHTS

Experienced « Bonded  Professional » References
Competitive Rates: $24/day or $12 per visit.
Special 25% Cash, or New Client Discount!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

The All New BMW
' 3 Series Convertible With
Retractable Hard Top

Coming Soon to
Advantage BMW Midtown

pDvanTaceE BMW
MIDTOWN
Conveniently Located Inside the Loop
2101 San Jacinto @ Gray
713-289-1200

www.advantagebmw.com

s Lt
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Homohop

wntinued from page 39

vhat is very much the opposite of what it
means to be a Christian. Therefore, reli-
gions need to step up and say quite clearly
that they de not support bigotry and hate
of any kind, including homephebia. The
‘hurch is the last place where it's okay to
be hateful, it seems, which is quite irenic.”

The Homo Revolution Tour is more
than a posse of GLBT rappers who got
together to make money and rock the
finer things that have become associated
with hip-hop. It's about change. It’s about
being wha you are and being comfortable
in your own skin. To do so takes a lot of
courage. Bigg Nugg, holding it down for
the bear community, is an organic emcee
with thumping beats and spitfire lyr-
ics reminiscent of Tupac Shakur. When
former NBA star Tim Hardaway recently
made derogatory comments about gays
after another ex-pro basketball pro, John
Amaechi, came out, it was Bigg Nugg who
took a shot at the baller with his track
“Bullshit.” Big Nugg told OutSmart, “1
think someone of his status needs to be
more conscious about what it is that they
say. I'm not one for making diss tracks,
but on the cool, 1 had to say something. |
couldn’t just let that go. Tim Hardaway
was probably unaware that there are gay
rappéers oul here who will respond, and
we're not taking people’s shit anymore.
People like myself and Deadlee are gonna
I't'.-}'lnl'lf.'l to 1]'.1[‘.:_5.4 you say, And I used to be
a Tim Hardaway fan when 1 was younger,
but not anymore.”

Mz Fontaine has high hopes about
what the tour will do for the GLBT com-
munity. She is certain that she and her
fellow rappers, who have come together for
a common causge, will have a major impact.
“In a few years when homohop is better
-r\"|u“'l| and w illl'._\' ill't't’;'ﬂr_'l"i, I'm hi‘ilin_l_! we
will all be listed in the history books of gay
hip-hop legends for what we have achieved.
On many oecasions [ have been labeled
a role model for many young people and
more so for lesbians interested in music or
the hip-hop industry altogether. I would
feel honored and satisfied that after all the
fighting, the pain, and struggle, it'll easier
for the young generation, and they will be
strong and look up to us for what we have
lone. With tears in my eyes it will be a
memorable moment, and I hope it's not too

far in the future.”

1 her Whaley is a poet and sporen-word
irtist and editor-in-chief of the Houston music
1wapazine SOBO Soulful Bohemian. He also
nterviews author E. Lynn Harris in this issue.
These are his first contributions to OutSmart.

Looking ahead together
or looking hack single?

ay men have struggled with darting issues forever.

Although the ways and places gay men look for
partners changes, the intensity remains the same. An
illusion of hope is created by the thousands of gay men
who claim to be looking for love on-line or in the clubs,
but in reality the results are disappointing. A lot of time
is spent an someone later to learn he isn't who you
thought. On the other hand, when he's ready, you may
find you've lost interest, and it all seems so futile

Hundreds of other gay men have already learned
an intelligent approach which greatly improved
their chances for a successful relationship. Are you
ready for greater dating success?

In this seminar, you will learn
skills which will help you:
* Be attracted to more appropriate men
» Eliminate incompatible men foster
» Learn to hear the truth from him
* Use the natural progression
of relationships to predict the outcome
= Get over falling for the wrong ones
* Improve your dating skills
» Understand the on-line problem
* Learn about finding and maintaining
lasting, loving relationships.

UPCOMING SEMINARS
FOR GAY & LESBIAN COUPLES * Feb 24-25, 2007
FOR SINGLE GAY MEN * March 24-25, 2007

For a brochure, call or email:

Tony Carroll, LCSW

1006 Missour Streel « Houston, Texas 77006

(713) 527-0000

Tt ny(@ HoustonTherapist.com * www HoustonTherapist.com

Mercedes-Benz
ATTRACTIVE
FINANCING INCENTIVES

for sales and lease options!

Call Rick Benson

New and Certitied Pre-Owned Auto Specialist

713-868-6879
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Randy Mitchmore, D.D.S

General & Cosmetic Denistry
713.592.9300

www. LifeSmiles.us
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NTERNATIONAL FLAIR. No need to rub your eyes
or book a room with Britney at Promises—those really
are dragons and flying acrobats cavorting in downtown
Houston. Not the by-product of too many limoncellos, as
Danny DeVito might say, the vision is simply part of Hous-
ton International Festival, which this year focuses on China.
Sure, expect the international sights, sounds, and
flavors commonly associated with the festival. But perhaps
the most striking inclusion for 2007 is a reproduction of the
Great Wall of China. The 120-foot-long wall winds through
the China Zone, located primarily in the area between City

Set for the last two weekends of April, the festival kicks
off Friday, April 20, at 11 a.m., at the Washington Mutual
Center Stage at City Hall featuring hundreds of perfor-
mances from nearly every musical genre.

Of particular interest to OutSmart readers: Women's
festivals favorite Ruthie Foster hits the World Music Stage
on Saturday, April 21, 1:45 p.m., and the Tejas Stage at 7:45
p.m. RockStar: Supernova finalist Patrice Pike plays Satur-
day, April 28, 7:45 p.m., on the Tejas Stage, with the delight-
fully twangy Locinda Williams performing April 29, 6:15 p.m.,
on the World Music Stage.

1722 W. Alabama

Hall and upper Sam Houston Park,

Details: www.ifest.org.

[ from the motion picture

TRINGS ATTACHED. April is
turning out to be a big month for
women’s music legends in Houston

Tret Fure performs in an “in the round”
setting for a night of folk music at Anderson
Fair on Thursday, April 12, 8:30 p.m. Ken
Gaines and Jen Rathbun also perform that
night. Details: www.andersonfair.com

Diva House Concerts continues its inti-
mate music series with Australian indepen-
dent singer/songwriter Martine Locke. The
concert is set for April 21, 8:30 p.m.. at Mojo
Risin’ Coffee House. Details: 713/426-1505,
www.martinelocke.com.

And when Gretchen Phillips returns to the
Boom Boom Room this month, expect a fam-
ily affair. Scheduled to open for and perhaps
even perform with his singer/songwriter
daughter on April 22, 7 p.m., is Houston Bal-
alaika Society member Paul Phillips, known
to fans of the medieval as the former King
Gypsy at the Texas Renaissance Festival
Details: 713/868-3740.

ONTINUING HER LEGACY.
We're not saying the event will be

84 APRIL 2007 OQu

haunted per se, but expect the spirit of Brenda
Thomas to live on at the 15th annual Houston
Transgender Unity Banquet. Thomas, the
trans and HIV/AIDS activist and eduecator
who passed away in July 2006, was one of
the original founders the banquet, among the
largest single-night gathering of trans folk
and friends in the nation.

This year’s banquet, set for April 14, 6:30
p.m., at the Westchase Hilton, 1s dedicated
to Thomas' memaory and is headlined by her
friend and fellow v:';l'l:—'l| rights activist F.a',r Hill.
Some proceeds from ticket sales ($50-$60)
benefit the scholarship fund established by
Pegay and Melanie Rudd, which helps fund
higher education for transgender-identified
students. Details: www htuc.org.

WING YOUR PARTNER. Those

who caught Southern Country’s recent
set at the LUEY Weekend Show of Shows
know the local country western dance troupe
has become a terpsichorean force to be reck
oned with in its 16 vears of boot seootin’. The
troupe kicks up its heels once again for the
15th Annual Sweethearts In Texas Spring

Fling Hoedown, April 13 and 14, 7-9 p.m., at
Brazos River Bottom. The weekend features
dance exhibitions by the troupe, open danc-
ing by the audience, and a raffle benefiting
PWA Charities and AssistHers., Details
www.southerncountryhouston.com.

AVE US. The Imperial Court of Hous-
ton raises concern for the sinner and the
sin when the group presents its 2nd annual
Rainbow Revival of the Mary's.. Naturally
Holy Rollin’ Salvation Revelers on April 28
The noon “service,” held at Mary's.. Natu-
rally, consecrated by Jimmy Carper, Judy
Reeves, Craig Farrell, Sara Sjolander, and other
heavenly beings, benefits Legacy Community
Health Services drug assistance program
and the Lexy Bowen Community Fund
Earlier in the month, ICOH holds an
additional benefit event supporting Legacy—
an art show at Eastman-Smith Gallery. The
opening reception is April 12, followed by
an evening with the artists on April 20, which
will also feature entertainment by Binger
Vitis and friends. Details: www.spacecity
empire.orgy. W

OUT@TUTS Thursday, May 24
After the performance, join your GLBT friends at
Artista for complimentary hors d'oeuvres

and drinks at Happy Hour prices.

ON SALE NOW!
BUY NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!
TO PURCHASE TICKETS:
Call: Broadway Across America at 713-629-3700
or Theatre Under The Stars at 713358 TUTS
Online: www.broadwayacrossamerica.com or www.futs.com

CROUPS OF 20 OR MORE SAVE!
F Call: Broadway Across Amenca at 713-693-2692 or TUTS at 713-358.8888

Email: houstongroups@livenation.com or groupsales@tuts.com

@ i o
BROADWAY ) { ACROSS AMERICA 5{@1&1“0UmlerThoS!an
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dt l u 'L!’ B (nevrs correspondent)
{Out, 3407, Josh Kilmer-Purcell)
When [ spent a couple of weeks observing
ABC's Warld News Tonight for an adver-
tising campaign a decade ago, it was
common knowledge in the newsroom
even then that Anderson was gay (at
the time he was a news correspondent

for ABC

became even more

¥ ). Anderson’s sexual orientation

;tJl"Ll."t'”] W i"ll'l! umne

evening he introduced me in a gay bar to
the man he was currently dating—most likely as an excuse to

stop my drunken propesitioning..

B (finaneial gura/author)

(Larry King Live, 2/2T/07)
Larry King: Why did you decide in The
New York Times Magazine...to come
out?
Suze Orman: [ didn't decide to come out
Can you believe it—this is the first time
in my history that any reporter ever
asked me about my relationships
She didn't know?
don’t know if she did or not. But she

.'|'-LG1'tj
me, I answered. Actually, Larry, [ have never thought 1 was in
You're in when you don't come to an event with your life partner....
| have always shown up with K.T. [Kathy Travis], Everybody has

asked me and I answered

ate, 3/13/07, Brandon Voss)

always known. So she

(The Advoc
Brandon Voss: Is it true that you aren't going to marry Jimmy
[Kimmel] until gays in the U.S. can marry?

Absolutely true, T don't want this government to be any part of
married. What makes
was illegal? It's

our love, so I have no interest in getting
it less wrong than when interracial marriage
f--king barbaric.

Did you make that statement before Brad Pitt did?
I did say it before Brad Pitt. | said it a long time ago. Actually,
someone e-mailed to tell me when Brad Pitt said it,
was a part of me that was mad! But then | was hike, Why would

I b

and there

» mad? It's a good thing, 1 don’t have to own that,

(Vanity Fair, 3/07, Michae! Feinstein) Carlisle is a singer and was a To Tell the Truth panelist)
When |[Michael Feinstein asks Kitty Carlisl
® wanted to have children, she responds emphatically,

e] if the Porters
“Absolutely
and she

e not. Their relationship was never physical, was much

older than Cole. Many vears later, he invited me to dinner when
he was living at the Waldorf Towers. We were alone, and he ..
started telling me about when he was a boy and went to this
fancy school.... The headmaster came to his room, scooped him
up, and put him into his bed. That's what started the whole thing,

he said, started him as a homosexual....”

L

Thomas
Lennon

(Entertainment Weekly,
312107, Shirley Halperin)
Shirley Halperin:
So Dangle: Is he or
isn't he?

Thomas Lennon:
There's always
this question,
“When's Dangle
coming out?” and
I'm like, “Have
you seen the
show?” On the
first episode, he
makes out with
another man

for about two
minutes, I guess
people think he's
closeted because
Trudy [Kenney-
Silver] is in love
with him, but that
has more to do
with the fact that
she’s severely
brain-damaged.

%@ﬂi* 535

Compiled by Blase DiStefana

Melissa
Etheridge

(The 78th Anmual Academy Awards, 2/25/07, ABC)

After Etheridge’s name was announced as
winner for best original song for “1 Need

to Wake Up” from An Inconvenient Truth,
Etheridge kissed Tammy Lynn Michaels
on the mouth and walked to the podiam,
at which point she thanked her “incredible
wife, Tammy, and our four children, Becky
and Bailey and Johnnie Rose and Miller...."
Later in the evening, she held her Oscar
in the air and said, “This is the only naked
man that will ever be in my bedroom.”

S

Ellen DeGeneres (seen C
here hosting the Oscars): .
Would she go straight L.
for Alan Arkin? . :

Elleny =~

(The 79th Annual Academy Awards, 2/25/07, ABC)
gays, there would be no Oscars. £
Or anyone named Oscar, when A% 7

Melissa Etheridge grasps

a naked man. Will she take
him to her bedroom?

Inser: Etheridge with her
wife, Tammy Lynn Michaels.

(The Ellen Deteneres Shaw, 2/21/07, NBC)
Ellen DeGeneres talked by phone
to Oscar winner Alan Arkin (best
mpm'forforhtﬂohﬂu
Sunshine) a couple of days after
she hosted the Academy Awards
m
Alan Arkin: | gotta say you were sensa-
tional [as host of the Oscars]. | thought
you were absolutely wonderful.
Ellen DeGeneres: Thank you. Thank
‘you, thank you.
'Andiﬁmughtyaulaoksd madhla-l
jht you lmkﬁdjuﬁtgl‘w- In fact,

Thomas Lennonfseen
here as Lt. Dangle in
¥ 1.2 Dangle gay?
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DVD/VHS

SU WITHOUT AN ‘F’

The short films of Su Friedrich come to DVD

dent of the top tier of GLBT cinema’s most prolific contributors,
Su Friedrich began writing and directing her own films in 1978,

as well as acting as cinematographer, sound recorder, and editor.
Nearly 30 years later, the best of her efforts are now available in a

S he's a one (wolman movie-making band. Recognized as a resi-

five-dise set.

For those unfamiliar, Friedrich’s works are essentially high-art
house in flavor; largely shot in black and white 16mm, scenes are
grainy and oddly focused vet quirkily beautiful. '

Those more familiar Friedrich-philes will swoon at the hefty collee- s syfrigdrich
tion of short films, which begins with 1984’s The Ties That Bind. This
story of the rise of Nazi Germany, as told by Friedrich’s mother who
grew up in its shadow, is simultaneously chilling and oddly familiar.

Volume 1 continues with 1993°s The Lesbian Avengers Eat Fire,
Tvo. Co-directed with Janet Baus, this film documents the first year
of actions by the now spottily-resurgent dyke activists group.

Volume 2 features Damned If You Don't (1984), Friedrich’s “sub-
versive and ecstatic” revisitation of her Catholie foremothers. Bonus
selection, Rules of the Road (1993), examines the ups and eventual
downs of a lesbian love affair in far starker imagery than The L

Word's pretty portrayals.

In volume 3's header, Sink or Swim, Friedrich turns the lens to
the father/daughter dichotomy, earning her the Grand Prix award
in the 1991 Melbourne International Film Festival.

The collection peaks with volume 4's Hide and Seek (1996), per-
haps the most surgically accurate portrayal of a young lesbian’s com-
ing-of-age to be captured on celluloid. Nominated for Sundance Film
Festival’s 1997 Grand Jury Prize, it took L.A. Outfest’'s Grand Jury
Award that same year for Outstanding Decumentary Feature,

Sometimes hypnotic, sometimes alarming, and always thought-
provoking, all five discs’ selections are digitally re-mastered from the
original 16mm negatives. Available from Microcinema DVD (www
microcinemadvd.com or 415/447-9750). —Preview: Nancy Ford

Color Me Kubrick

¥ John Malkovich is not Stanley Kubrick,
iE.'Lﬁ as his character, Alan Conway, wants
o i you to believe. The conman Conway
spent the last decade of the reclusive
director’s life posing as him in a
search of profit, friends, and romance.
From one mark to the next, Conway
hilariously changes his accent and mannerisms; since
most knew so little about Kubrick (Conway included),
no one was the wiser. = 2005. Directed by Brian W.
Cook. FY1: Cook was assistant director for Kubrick's Eyes
Widle Shurt. = Fram Magnolia Home Entertainment (wavw,

magpictures.com). —Preview: Eric A.T. Dieckman

Paper Dolls

What a curious, fun, and moving documentary. A group
of Filipino transsexuals emigrated to Tel Aviv to become
caregivers for elderly religious Jewish men, some of
whom are Orthodox. On their one day off each week,
they perform in drag shows as “The Paper Dolls”” They
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- '

i gy Friedr wEh

Dﬂ«-MHED {F YOU DONT

work as men, despite their plucked eye-
g brows and hormonally enhanced busts,
and perfarm by night in Filipino clubs as
glamorous women. = 2006. Written and
directed by Tomer Heymann. English,
Hebrew, and Tagalog with English sub-
titles. = From Strand Releasing (www,
strandreleasing.com). —Preview; E.D.

........ - A fearfully closeted gay rookie detective
and his seasoned partner hunt down a
serial killer the rest of the intolerant
police force couldn't care less about.
Young male hustlers are turning up dead
in Hollywood's gay underworld. Wil he
be stopped? The unrated directar’s cut
uncovers all the subject matter that made the critically
acclaimed film so controversial. = 1998, Co-written and
directed by John Huckert. = From Westlake Entertainment
(www.westlakeent.com). —Preview: E.D.

THE'[I,ES ‘[HM' BIND
= %

|

It's all goed: In 2000, the New York Lesbian and Gay Film Festival
recognized Su Friedrich for her contribution to GLBT cinema with
its Peter S. Reed Achievement Award.

MORE DVD/VHS REVIEWS/PREVIEWS

1 Am Guilty

This dark German yarn pits Armin,
\ hEUILTY a young, disaffected, unemployed
Y college grad, against his own imagina-
tion. He fantasizes about committing
violent crime and being gang-raped by
leathermen, but is it all in his mind?
Just how dark is Armin's dark side? =
2005, Written and directed by Christoph Hochhéusler,
German with English subtitles. = From TLA Releasing
(www.tlareleasing.com), —Preview; E.D.

Trapped!
e Alexandra Paul (Baywatch) stars
as Samantha, an Internet security
expert living a life out of balance.
There's her career, her girlfriend,
and her difficult daughter Gwen. On
their way to a bonding day at a spa,
Samantha and Gwen are kidnapped
hy Adﬂen Adrien uses Gwen as leverage to —

LGBT
COMMUNITY

FINANCIAL PROTECTION BEGINS

! i
WITH A PROPER PLAN, 5 -
(ACTUALLY AN INFORMAL CONSULTATIONY . A
P

Call Richard Dickson
Financial Advisor
Financial Planning Specialist

5555 San Felipe, Suite 1625
Houston, TX 770586

(713) 821-3061
http:/fasmithbamey com/rdiokaon/

citigroup’

SMITHBARNEY

——

Coming to Creative Life

Sunday celebrations with Rev.
Dr. Jesse Jennings, weekly at 9 ,i

the gift of lifel

and 1 1am, with children’s classes
at 11am. Casual, fun, real.

Midweek celebration of life,
with inspiring ideas for effective,
passionate and creative living, plus
live music. Wednesdays, 7pm.

A Course in Miracles discussions,
every Thursaay at 7pm.

Easter Blood Drive & Brunch
Sunday, April 8, all morning. Give

Vision Board workshop
Sunday, April 15, 6-9pm, with
Phyllis Del Pico. Register at
vision@imageforsuccess.com.

5326 Spring-Stuebner Road,

2 blocks east of Gosling between
|-45 {exit TOA) and Kuykendahl
Sunday celebrations - 9 & 11am
LIV Jesse Jennings, DO,

Founding Minister

www.creativelife.org + 281 350 5157

1

} e
153 Appehzers
Bacon—Wrﬂpped Egg Rolls

Veggie, Egg Rolls
Pot Stickers = Dmptlngs

_MAI_THAIS_&_SWILS

I.we DJ Spmnmg
s15 BOTTOMLESS
FROZEN BELLINIS

Spectacles

on Montrose
distinctive eyewear

4317 montrose bivd
713.529.3937
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Feeling anxious? Overwhelmed?
Still haven’t found “it”? Let’s talk.

= Relationships and Family
* Post-Traumatic Stress
= Depression, Anxiety, Bipolar Disorder

Insurance Accepted
\ D. Scott Stanley, MS, LMFT, LPC
~ | 281-960-3991 » mftshrink@yahoo.com

1458 Campbell Road, Suite 2504
Houston, Texas 77055 * Fax: 713-467-6532

Evening and weekend appointments available.

IWDIVHS conlinued from page 88

force Samantha to hack into an FBI database ta find
a relocated witness Adrien intends to murder. How
will Samantha make it through this delicate balance
and come out with Gwen alive? = 2008. Directed by
Rex Piano. = From Liberation Entertainment {www.
libent.com). —Preview: E.D.

Not Just the Best of The Larry Sanders Show
PR In one of the show's funnier epi-
s sanogs | sodes, David Duchovny plays a mis-
chievously seductive homoerotic
version of himself and crosses his
legs a la Sharon Stone's Basic In-
stingt during a visit with talk show

host Sanders (Garry Shandling).

Larry French Enterprises

Complete Plumbing Services

Residential * Commercial * Remodel * Repair * New Construction
Softeners * Water Purification * Reverse Osmosis * Carbon Filters

Thanks for voting us #1 in the OutSmart Readers’ Poll!

Your W fali
‘our Waier Heater Specialist a‘NOR”’Z

Featuring On-Demand
Moritz Tankless

713.956.7733

LF@LarryFrench net

OGAN

D.I.S., P.A.
DOSMETIC & CENTRAL DENTISTRY

Voted as one of Houston's

Tor DENTISTS
2004 - 2007

e I Temme Magasine

OnE oF THE Best Dextists
OutSmart Readers’ Choice
Awards 2006

330 Waugh Dr.
Houston TX 77019

713.942.8598

www.corylogandds.com

Other episades include “ Was a Teenage Leshian,”
“Ellen, or Isn't She?,” and “Putting the ‘Gay' Back in
Litigation." Also look for appearances by Ellen DeGe-
neres, Alec Baldwin, Scott Thompsan, Sharon Stone,
and others. » From Sony Pictures Home Entertainment
(www.sonypictures.com). —Preview: ED.

3 NEEI]I.ES THHEE STORIES

ssliierima

ThFE‘E separate stories from across the globe tell 2
B unifying story of the AIDS pandemic.
- Ping (Lucy Liv, leff) lives in & small
4 .' rural village in Ghina where she
! runs a bitack market blood collec-
tion scam. Her schemes resull in
an apidemic Infecting her village. Porn actor Denys
(Shawn Ashmore) lives and works in Montreal,
Mthough he's learmed he is HIV-
positive, he conceals his status 1o
continue supporting himself and his
mother (Stockard Channing, left).
In South Africa, young nun Sister
Clara (Chlod Sevigny, left) finds
| harsell in a spiritual race against
! the clock as she attempls to convert
dying infected Africans. She and
S5 her sisters (Sandra Oh and Olympia
Dukakis, right) approach & v
corrupt plantation owner in
an effort to prevent spread-
ing in the region. = Included
in the extras arg two short
documentaries. Local sports fans might be interested
1o know that one of the two docs is “China AIDS
Initiative with Magic Johnson and Yao Ming." = 20085,
Written and directed by openly bi Thom Fitzgerald,
English, Xhosi, Mandarin, Afrikaans, and French with
English subiitles. = From Wolfe (www. WolfeVideo.com
or 1-B00-GET-WOLFE). —Preview: E.D,

Alexande. You may recall that the

Alexander: The Brunette Edition.) [—=)

WHAT MAKES A MOVIE GAY?

Delving beyond musicals, limp wrists, and anything starring Barbra

1948 Gene Kelly/Lana Turner version), and,
maybe best of all, a double-feature of the 1937
and 1952 versions of Anthony Hope’s swash-
been sugpested that 1 consider the reader- buckler The Prisoner of Zenda. Personally, |
ship and skew my words accordingly—that was most anxious to see Billy Budd, since the

rom time to time when I've had the
opportunity to comment on new DVD
releases for this publication, it has

is, find some sort of gay angle in regard to  film is mentioned in Vito Russo's The Cellu
the products at hand. This is fairly easy if
I'm commenting on, say, Hollviwood g
Go-Go Boys in Action, and probably
easier still if I'm carrying on raptur-
ously about, say, Audrey Hepburn
in The Nun’s Story, but a bit prob-
lematic when I have to search for
gay significance in, say, a Robert

loid Closet and is thereby certified as having
some kind of gay content. Alas, being
completely unfamiliar with the Mel-
ville source material, [ couldn't find
much gayness in this shipboard evil
vs. innocence tale. But did I really
think all those rough sailors were
going to ganghang the gorgeously
Mitchum “Signature Collection.” So angelic young Terence Stamp, mak-
what have [ got to work with for this ing his film debut here? Well, one
issue? Well, I have before me volume two of a can hope. ... Then there's this new Doris Day
Collection, which is culled from her early

Daoris Day Caollection as well as a new Liter-
ary Classics Collection, plus Oliver Stone’s vears at Warners, beginning with her 1948
film debut in Romance on the High
Seas, and including 1949's My Dream
I's Yours (a personal fave), 1951%s On
Moonlight Bay, 1952's I'll See You in

latest incarnation of his apparent
personal obsession, Alexander, and
a two-dise limited edition of a rarely
seen 1950 Jean Genet film. Let’s
just say two out of four ain't bad
the Silvery Moon, and 1954's Lucky
Me. Since yvou're not going to find
much hardcore gay sexin Day’s early
films, vou'll just have to settle for her

. Let me begin with Stone’s new

much-anticipated theatrical release,

which starred Colin Farrell as a sort
of “Texas Blond™ Alexander the Great, was a considerable sereen charm and her gorgeous
voice, plus the contributions of such character
actresses as Eve Arden, Mary Wickes, Naney
Walker, and, of course, Rosemary l.kﬂ amp.

This set really is a feast for classic

box-office disaster in 2004. The subsequent
DVD releases included both the theatrical
version and a second version of the film, a
senseless “directors cut” that was
r movie fans. ... Finally, what can one
nus some of the film's controversial wl» say about Un Chant D'Amour, the
bisexuality. Now, believe it or not, =7 \:f‘ long suppressed “semi-pornographic”
film by Jean Genet made in 1950 for

shorter by eight minutes and mi-

we have a third version, this one &
entitled Alexander Revisited: The '|[lij[1x (
Final Cut. (1 can hardly wait for h“"L

gay Parisian porn collectors? Well, |
guess [ just said it. Let me just add
that this 25-minute film iz completely
silent, beautifully photographed, and
as downright homoerotic as anvthing you've
ever seen. It's set mostly in a prison where

.r\.,

This new one is longer by about 40

minutes, is far more intense (well, gory),
and presents an even gayer Alexander if
vou can figure out what's going on with this some very hunky men are desperate to get at
version's altered chronology. Seri- . one another while being spied upon
by a herny prison guard. You get full
nudity, some explicit "autoeroticism,”
and a commentary by Kenneth Anger.

As Julie Andrews might say: These

ously, the new one really is much
more entertaining than the previous
two, possibly because Farrell's great
butt scene is moved up to about an
hour earlier in the picture. ... That are g few of my favorite things. A sec-
ond disc offers a 1981 documentary
on Genet plus a 19582 interview, but
you should probably just linger aver
the first disc a while and then return to the Do-
ris Day collection to get your senses back, * Un
Chant D’Amour from Cult Epies (www.cultep-
ics.com); all others from Warner Home Video
(www.warnervideo.com). —Review: Jack Varsi W

brings me, for no logical reason,
to Warner’s new Literary Classics
Caollection, which contains film ver-
sions of Herman Melville's Billy Budd (1962),
C.8. Forester's Captain Horatio Hornblower

1951), Gustave Flaubert’s Madame Bovary
(the 1949 Jennifer Jones version), Alexandre
Dumas’ The Three Musketeers (the campy

HavE SomE FUN oN
GALVESTON [SLaND!

My Dreams, 1963’ By the Light of

Hawthorn's Victorian Rasort Offers

Free Hot Breakfast Daily

.
* Free [nte
.
.

Free Social H
Iro0m Suites

3 CONHES

More Resort
Amenities

s Fitness Cente

Tennis

Group Sales &
Catering Service

From 599 Sun-Thurs,
Mar & Apr

scial events wieekenids.

HAWTHORN

——SULTES

6300 Seawall » Galveston
800-231-6363
www.hawthorn.com
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by Nancy Ford

FORCE OF FOOLS

‘Reno 911! breaks new episodes beginning April 1

orporate sponsorship: It's the way of
the future.
Imagine how much more secure our

troops would feel as they cattle-prod freedom

on its march through the Middle East if
they had the proper gear to protect life and
limh. Kevlar vests not available within the
constraints of the Department of Defense’s
budget, they say?
Not a problem! Get a ¢corporate sponsor!
Not unlike NASCAR vehicles that are
splattered with commereial logos, protective
gear emblazoned with retailers’ insignia would
not only protect our brave soldiers, but would
also tout the advantages of good ol American
capitalism! Imagine a heavily armored tank
with the Coca-Cola logo! A JCPenney evac J
copter! Helmets by Target!
OK. maybe not Target. But you get the |
idea. So did the brave cops and cop-ettes
of Reno 911/, this month returning
with its sheriff department’s new, Hoot-
ers-like sponsor, Hotty's Restaurant.
New episodes likely to produce buf-
falo-wings-through-the-nose-spewing gales
of laughter include Officer Johnson's (Niecy
Nash) foray into a Christian karacke singles o
mixer, and bi not-so-curious Lt. Dangle (Thom- -
April fools: The men and women of the
Reno Sheriff Department include (I-r)
Kerri Kenney-Silver, Cedric Yarbrough,
Niecy Nash, Wendi McLendon-Covey,
Robert Ben Garant, Thomas Lennon,
Carlos Alazraqui, and Mary Birdsong.

as Lennon) accepting a wedding proposal from

his ex-wife's husband. And don't forget to download a mobile

ringtone while you're there,
Returns Sunday, April 1, 9:30 p.m. with
encore presentations at midnight. Details:

Need more? Log on to Comedy Central's
“Reno Casino” where yvou ean play eraps, video
poker, blackjack, slots, and a Reno-flavored

paintball game with your favorite characters.  www.comedycentral.com.

Bein’ with lan
Sundance Channel offers a double shot of lan McKellen
his manth celebrates hoth the comedic and straight (the word “straight” in this case
meaning not-so-comedic) sides of out Brit actor lan McKellen. Catch two sides of the
oft-lauded Sir starring in out director John Sehlesinger’s family farce, Cold Camfort Farm,
airing Tuesday, April 10, 7:30 p.m. Farm is immediately followed by the U.S. television pre-
miere of the darker family drama, Emile, at 9 p.m. details: www.sundancechannel.com.

(Not) Live from LOGO, It's Tuesday Night!
Sketch show pokes fun at gay issues in a good way
ik of them as The Not Ready For Hetern Players. Beginning this month, out director/
actor Amanda Bearse directs eight funny guys and gals in The Big Gay Sketch Show,
delivering six episodes with sketches, pop culture parodies, and reeurring characters, all
with a GLBT twist. And—surprise!—Ruosie 0'0 is one of the producers. Debuts Tuesday, =

lan McKellen April 24, q pom. Details: www.logoonline.com. W Amanda Bearse (center)

92 APRIL 2007 QutSmart

No time for
lunch or trying t
impress a client? Order box
lunches from Dessert Gallery
— and don't forget dessert!

Remember us for logo coekies and
5

custom gifts!

Upper Kirby District
3200 Kirby Dr. (in back)
(713) 5229999

Galleria Area

1615 Post Oak Blvd

(713) 622-0007

Sugar Land (May 2007

www.dessertgallery.com

LIVING WITH
HIV/AIDS?

NEED LEGAL HELP?

Call for an appointment
713-526-3389 ext. 11

Houston Grand Opera

713-228-0OPERA (6737) or www.HoustonGrandOpera.org

Verdi: Aida
April 13, 15m, 18, 21, 24, 27, 29m; May 5, 2007

Fvenings 7:30 PM; Sunday marinees 2:00 PM

Guarantors: Albert and Margaret Alkek Foundation; The Brown Foundation, Inc.

Grand Underwriter: @ Shell Ol Company Foundation

OUT at the Opera!

Join us for the inaugural OUT at the Opera event on April 27,

6:00 PM: Pre-performance cockrail hour ar Mingalone's;

oom 1|||n| ntary hars d oeuvres, -'1t'l'i;|'i SECTED FUEST ﬁ.‘?
: j SR ' ingalone
hosted by Colin Ure, HGO [N.n:'..r.urg. ThLIAM AR & BRI

7:30 PM: Pecformance of Aida at HGO.
To receive the 20% OUT discount,
call Tom DeVor at 713-546-(0248.
Continental G OLeaus |
Airlines &%l YOUR HOUSTOM AREA LEXUS DEALER

Y Wicial Visheck of Houston Girand Opera ‘

LINDBERG

-

It’s Where You Eind Your Look In Eyewear
VYoted one the top “Best Places To Buy Eyewear” in Houston
3966 Westheimer «- Highland Village -+ 713-622-4411
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by Gregg Shapiro

GUTHRIE, KLEZMERIZED

The Klezmatics and their gay lead vocalist win a Grammy for a disc of Woody Guthrie songs

ut musician Lorin
Sklamberg and
his band-mates

The Klezmatics are not
the first musicians to put
a modern spin on the work
of the late Woody Guthrie.
Billy Bragg and Wileo beat
them to the punch by a
few years. The Klezmat-
ics are, however, the only
Klezmer band officially
sanctioned to put some of
Guthrie’s |.\'I'It'n' Lo musie.
Thus we have Wonder
Whee! (JMG), a marvel-
ous “new” collaboration
between Guthrie and
The Klezmatics, which
received a Grammy in

'

and the work of Woody
Guthrie (1912-1967).

Gregg Shapiro: I'd like
to begin by asking you
to say a few words
about the genesis of the
Woody Guthrie project,
Wonder Wheel.
Lorin Sklamberg: The
band was playing a show
with Itzhak Perlman at
the Tanglewood Festival,
and I recognize Nora
Guthrie, Woody's daugh-
ter, in the audience, After
the show, we were all
3 packing up our stuff,
s and I said, “You're Nora
2 Guthrie, aren’t you?” And

=

R T

-ﬁIDAY, APRIL 2(

Verizonyicioss
P E AT EJ@

NARTION.com

ASTROLOGY
TAROT & MORE

Joseph Molina-Clairvoyant

832-230-7965

josephmol972@yahoo.com

loseph has been studving the esoteric sciences for over
20 yvear and is OutSmarts former astrology columnist

she said, “Yeah.” And I

said, “Did you know that we play one of

o 5 it 10 Bah Bekat

ticketmaster CHARGE BY PHONE: 713-620-3700
T"eln'!ui!'_\ in the Best Con el pricirs sublect : ol inilies & b
temporary World Music Album category. The Klezmatics: (I-r) Frank London, Lisa Gutkin,
Boo Reiners (this multi-instrumentalist is not a
Klezmatic band member, but is featured on Won-
der Wheel), Lorin Sklamberg, Matt Darriau, Susan
McKeown (also not a band member, but the Celtic
vocalist is also featured on the CD), and Paul Mor-
rissett celebrate the music of Woody Guthrie.

yvour grandmother’s songs?” And she said
that she didn’t. Her grandmother, Woody's
mother-in-law, was a very well-known

On an afternoon when he had a sick child
at home, Sklamberg, who is the Klezmatic
lead voealist the also plays accordion, gui-

Yiddish poet and songwriter named Aliza

Special Events

tar, and piano), was kind enough to spare

a few minutes to discuss the recording Greenblatt, and we played what was —

April st

Gfﬂﬂ“?out Shﬂl'ts Dolly Parton April 17 from Music With A Twist/ Columbia Records.
Coat of Many Colors More: www.musicwithatwist.com. —Review: N.F art
Swati My Tennessee Mountain Hoime TI'IP]Wd DVD release P y
Small Gods Jolene Kitty Rose
= Thank goodness Swati didn't Rich in good material with touches  Live at the Ryman Apr“ 1 5'"1

of gospel organ and bluegrass har- This 1972 recording of the former
monies, these expanded editions % I I Houston home girl follows her
are a perfect example of Parton's r U% Greaiest Hits release in 2005,
awe-inspiring work. Whao can forge! VE AT

her all-time favorite performances t

of “Jolene," “1 Will Always Love You," and "My Tennessee
Mountain Home"? The effortless connection between the
songwriting, singing. and production is brilliant, A genu-
ine piece of Americana capturing emational turmoil and
nostalgic memories. Available April 3 from Legacy (www,

legacyrecordings.com). —Review: Andrea Rodricks

accept that scholarship offered
by Julliard to study trombone.
Riding her 12-string like it's a
mad bronco, this out Lilith Fair
alum also delivers profound and
profane lyrics the likes of which we haven't heard since
DiFranco pitched her first musical fit. Available April 3
from Mood Indigo Entertainment {www.moodindigo
entertainment.com). —Review: Nancy Ford

Notes on a Scandal DVD
release party

April 18th 8 pm

An Evening with Sheryl....
A Chances Star Search
Competition

New Chances coming soon...
Check website for dates!

|

A which brought her the Dutmusic
THE RYMAN .d for Best Debut Female

1APRIL1972 , e :
Artist, In this live work, she sings
a lot about her horse and avoids pronouns in her lyr-
ics. But it was 1972, after all. Excellent boot-scootin’
fodder. From Wild Affair Productions (www.kitty

rose .com), —Review: N.F.

Semi-Finals every Sunday in April at 8pm.
Finals April 29th

Chances will send the winner and a friend to
represent Texas and Chances in the finals at
Equality Forum weekend in Philadelphia

Christine Martucci
I'm Al In

Giorgia Fumanti
Various Artists From My Heart

Revolutions

& P If Melissa Etheridge ever needs

’r-’ a vocal stunt double, this New

d PRRRE | Jersey rocker would make a

s -ﬂ'} prime candidate. Standouts an this

i sophomore CO from the now-out

army vet are “Devil’s Door” and

‘ the designated first single, “There You Are” From

Sunsetswest Records. More: www.christinemartucei.
com. —Review: N.F.

A full third of the songs on this
Italian-born classical soprano’s
first CD come from this year's
Special Oscar recipient, En-
nio Morricone. Making her re-

: cording even more special is
Fumanti's ambitious take on “I've Dreamed of You,”
first recorded by La Streisand herself. Gutsy and —

Some of the artists on this GLBT
compilation garnered advance play
as background tracks to Showtime's
The L Word, including Kirsten Price
(“Magic Tree") and God-Des and She
(“Love You Better"). With rock, rap,
and R&B cuts, the CD is both tasty and diverse. Available

| n].h;’ﬂa.-u_»!?‘l

chanceshar.com myspace.com/chancesclub
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GM\!!out continued from page 94

probably her best known song. [ asked [Nora]
if she wanted to meet Itzhak Perlman, and
she said, “Sure.” So, | took her up on the stage
and [ said, “Itzhak, this is Aliza Greenblatt’s
granddaughter.” She thought that was
funny because everyone always introduces
her as Arlo's sister or Woody's daughter
People don't generally introduce her as Aliza
Greenblatt’s granddaughter.

She said that she had been looking
through her father's papers and he wrote
some Jewish songs and asked me if I would
be interested in taking a look at them. I said,
“Sure,” and she sent them to us. At the time
I think she had just started putting together
the archive of Woody's stuff. There were a
few things [in what she sent], but as I recall,
there were things that had already been pub-
lished. There were these Hanukkah songs
that we thought were interesting, and we
kept in touch over the years. In 2003, we re-
alized that we had scheduled this concert at
the 92nd Street Y in New York, and we had a
large chunk of time in which we weren't busy,
so we thought that maybe that would be a
good time to see if she had any more stuff for
us. So we called Nora back, and she sent us
about two dozen or so song lyrics, including
eight or nine Hanukkah songs. There were
lyrics about anti-fascism and cultural life in
Brooklyn and things that she thought we
would be interested in. By the end of the year
we had compoesed music to most of those, and
we premiered the material at the 92nd Street
Y. Here we are three years later, and we now

have two CDs of this materal

GrooveOut Shorts .

satisfying. From Manhattan Records (www.man
hattanrecords.com). —Review: N.F.

Leonard Cohen

Songs of Leanard Cohen

Songs of Love and Hate

Songs From a Room

Originally recorded in that heady
hippie period between 1967 and
1970, these works have been
expanded to celebrate the re-
vered poet/musician/storyteller's
40th anniversary on the Columbia
label. The still-prolific Cohen chose to celebrate the
milestong, however, by producing jazz artist Anjani's
cover of his own "Blue Alert” All are timelessly trans-
formative. Available April 24 from Columbia/Legacy
(wwwe.columbiarecords.com, www.legacyrecordings.
com). —Review: N.F

Celtic Woman
A New Journey
Think Riverdance without the foot pounding. Dominating
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Would you say that you got the full blessing
of the Guthrie family with this project?
Oh, sure. They've been incredibly supportive.
In fact, Arlo played with us on the first show
that we did, and we subsequently did some
shows with him the following year. He does
these shows around Thanksgiving time,
including a concert at Town Hall [in New
York City], and we did several of those shows
with him. We certainly do have the family’s
imprimatur on the material. Making sure
that all the lyrics are correct and using all
the material is done through the Guthrie
archives in New York City. We have a very
nice relationship with them.

| don't know if The Klezmatics ever con-
sidered themselves to be a political band
befare this project, but the very nature of a
disc of Woody Guthrie songs certainly puts
you in that category.

[ think that one of the reasons that Nora
was interested in us was because of our
history of combining politics and music.
We've certainly done that for the duration
of our career. Even starting with our first
recording, which 1s called Shvavgn=Toyt,
which is Yiddish for Silence=Death, which
we took from ACT UP

of connection between the idea that if vou

making that kind

don't talk about something, then it's not
going to survive, Or in this case, if you
don’t sing in Yiddish and play this musie,
then it's not going to continue to flourish

We've alwavs been like that and recorded

material that's overtly political and talked
about political issues in our shows. It's al

ways been important to us not to separate

| the world music scene since their
#2005 debut, these six women put
a pleasingly high harmonic twist
on both traditional Irish tunes and
familiar standards, alike. Includes
a cover of “Over the Rainbow™ that
promises to shatter glass. From Manhattan Records (www.
manhattanrecords.com). —Review: N.F

(el

Wenmin 3

r,

Maude Maggarti
Maude Maggart Live

B Recorded in part at the historic Al-
ganquin Hotel's Oak Room, Maggart
(the sister of Fiona Apple, by the way)
delivers cabaret tunes with palpable
freshness and innocence. Especially
enjoyable is the seldom-heard entré
to Rodgers and Hart's "My Funny Valentine.” More: www
maudemaggart.com. —Review: N.F

Electric Light Drchestra

Out of the Blue

The remakes of this hit-filled 1977 double LP (plus their
Balance of Power CD) marks the completion of the of-
ficial restoration project of the 11 studio albums by the

who we are as people and our ideals from

the music we play.

Guthrie was a true man of the people, so
how do you think Guthrie would have felt
about the GLBT community?

If his writing was any indication, I think that
he would have seen it as part of the interna-
tional community of people in general. The
longest time in any place he lived was in New
York City and Brooklyn. He was certainly
exposed to and wrote about the diversity
of the community there. Writing these Ha-
nukkah songs on the one hand, sort of from

the outsider’s perspective, but with a lot of

respect and a lot of humor, 1 would like to
think that if he had lived longer and had seen
the explosion that oecurred after Stonewall
and what's happened, that he would have
|:]:|.\'|u-1.':kv1! it upin some of his songs. [ can't
imagine that he wouldn't have. He certainly
addressed every other progressive political
issue that you can imagine.

The reason | say that is collections like
this and like Billy Bragg and Wilco's Mer-
maid Avenue CDs tell us more about Woody
Guthrie than we used to know. Nora likes
to say that everybody thinks of him as sort
45 Here

are these songs that are Technicolor in a lot

of :..1;)i_-| toned, dusty and -|||]-|uu]~'_i|..-.
..f\\;]:‘.m.

ON THE WEB: Read more of this inter-
view at www.outsmartmagazine.com.

now 30-year-pld ELO. The 20 tunes
represent rock god Jeff Lynn's
sophisticated, lush artistry at its
best. From Epic/Legacy (www.
gpicrecords.com, www.legacy
recordings.com), —Review; NF.

Music DVD
Johnny Mathis
Gold: A 50th Anniversary Celebration

Out singer Johnny Mathis cel-
ehrated his 50th anniversary in the
music industry with an amazing
concert called Johnny Mathis:
Wonderful, Wonderful! that was
filmed for PBS. If you missed this
once-in-a-lifetime concert, the DVD
summarizes his half-century as a
recarding star. Perhaps one of the greatest singers
of his generation, the DVD includes Mathis standards
and unforpettable hits. Fans will be pleased with
the added banus material; eight more songs, a tour
of his home, and an extraordinary photo gallery, From
Columbia/Legacy (www.columbiarecords.com, www,
legacyrecordings.com). —Preview: AR, B
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Summer is Coming! Start NOW to reduce unwanted

hair & skin imperfections so you'll have more Sun-Fun!

REnT Ace!
CENTER

Bue ical Alteriatives for Younger & Healthier Looking Skit

Thank You 0UIvSMAri Readers

For Voting Us Best Cosmelic Shin Cans Centsr in 2005/ |

Wrinkies »Rosacea »Facial Sagging
Brown Spots+Face & Leg Veins
Laser Paal/Exfoliation « Photo-Facial
Hair Removal = Acne (active & scars)
Botox* « Restylane®*Sculptra #
Radiesse™ = Juvadarm™

Gay owned and operated.

Call for your FREE consuitation.
713.942.SKIN (7546)

105 Westheimer at Baghy

Octavio Barrios, MD
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Returns to His Favorite
Houston Hangout

I'm in your town tonight, | just stopped in...
.50 don’t ask me where I'm from, ask me where I'm going. »

Saturday, April 7th /
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pm and 11pm
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ReadOut

by Gregg Shapiro

TALKING SHAKESPEARE

Novelist/filmmaker Samuel Park brings the Bard to page and screen

ome people like to read, some

people like to watch movies, and

some people like to do both. Gay
novelist and filmmaker Samuel Park
has those bases covered. Shakespeare’s
Sonnets is the title of his recently pub
lished novel from Alyson Books and his
short movie, which is part of Boy Briefs
3: Between the Bovs—_8 Gay Short Filims
About Hooking Up, the Picture This
compilation. However you choose to
partake in Shakespeare’s Sonnets—a
story set at Harvard in the 1940s
dealing with both the mysterious love
object of the sonnets as well
as the unfriendly climate for | ;
homosexuals on campus, and bf ‘_:ﬂ&;‘_?‘,_...(
the budding relationship be-
tween two male students—it
is well worthwhile.

Gregg Shapiro: In the tradi-
tion of the “which came first"
question, which did come first
in terms of Shakespeare's Son-
nets—the movie or the novel?
Samuel Park: The short film came right
before the novel. I made the short film,
and then I wrote the novel, but they
both came out at the same time, just because
it took me so long to finish the short film.

So the actual genesis of the piece can be
traced back to the screenplay?

il dl‘lU'L“\' started out as a ])]'1\' [Laughs] 1
believe in recycling. Recycling is important.
These raw materials blll]t.ibl]l'.ill\Il.\ must
not be wasted. [Laughs] I've written a lot of

ReadOut Shorts

What Becomes You

Aaron Raz Link and Hilda Raz

Univ. of Nebraska Press (www.nebraskapress.unl.edu)
I | Al could say after first finishing this
! one was, “Wow, what a book!" This
deeply personal collaborative memaoir
details the multiple layers of the jour-
ney Child and Mom take on the road
to Sarah becoming Aaron. This book
can't help but challenge the readers
to rethink what they know about gender, sex, family
relationships, and themselves. A campelling narrative,
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Samuel Park, author of Shakespeare's Sonnets: “I cb|ecteci
to [Shakespeare's being] 'straight until proven guilty."™

things, but this is one of the few things that
people have really been interested in. People
kept asking me to come back to it. After |
wrote the play, a friend said that it would
be a great script. I wrote it a= a screenplay,
and then [ made the short film with Vincent
[Kartheiser]. I met with the [production]
people from Latter Days, and things were
guing along well, and then things fell apart

this is the best book I've read this year.
—Review: Angel Curtis

Gay Marriage and Demacracy
R. Claire Snyder
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers
(www.rowmanlittlefield.com)
To carry the marriage debate beyond
H emational rhetoric, Snyder's book is the
GAY one we need. Scholarly and well written,
B R it develops a case for gay marriage that
BEMDcRASY | rpyeals the logical flaws in the arguments

| posed against us by the canservative and
religious right. Elegantly reasoned and

and it didn't happen. But out of that
came the book. I'm very stubborn, and
I felt like if I'm not going to get a movie
out of this, I'm going to get a novel. 1
feel like the characters need to breathe
and be alive somehow. This is my way

of reseuing them.

Is there any chance that down the line
there will be a full-length featured
made?

[ hope so. The production guy's former
assistant, who is kind of moving up
the ladder, has been tryving to send
it around. It's a weird beast, because
vou have to get it into the hands of the
right person

As a reader, the book felt like it had two
primary themes—the first being, of
course, Shakespeare. Can you please
say something about your interest in
Shakespeare?
For the purposes of the book, [Shake-
speare’s| sexuality...I've always been
interested in the idea of recovering a
* historical past that's been lost to us.
The straight critics get very defensive
about Shakespeare, saying there's no
proof, there's no evidence. There's also not
that much proof or evidence that he was
straight, either. So I objected to [his being]
“straight until proven guilty.”

Why not the other way around?
Exactly! People say he was married and had
three children, but there are a lot of people

who were married and have children [and —

fully referenced, the logic here shows that full civil
rights for all is simple American justice. —Review; A.C.

The Real antiChrist:
How America Sold Its Soul
Michael 8. Piazza
Source of Hope Publishing (www.h4pj.org)
THE REAL Though the cover of his book sensa-
S ETITTEE i tionally depicts George W. Bush with
\' RN the word "antichrist” emblazoned
L on his forehead, author Michael S,
PRI Piaza insists W, per se, is not him. O
ﬁ B it. Penned by one of the driving forces
pasiibesel behind Dallas' gay megachurch, the —»

Jeff Vannlce, PhD
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| I———
1415 N. Loop West, #780
Houston, TX 77008
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Byron K. Menard D.C.

17 years experience
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Call for an

| 3400 Montrose, $u
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United Cab features state-of-
the-art dispatching, computer

terminals with GPS navigation

in each taxi and guarantees

pick-ups on average of 10

minutes or less. They feature

in-cab digital cameras for

entering and exiting the cab.
Whether it is a ride to the

airport or a night on the town,
United Cab is the affordable,
convenient choice.

Steve Melton MS, LPC,

Psychotherapist/Counselor
Evening and Weekend Appolntm'

« Anxiety - Gay/Lesbian Issues
- Depression -+ Relationships
« Addiction = Self Esteem

713.560.6496
4200 Montrose
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continued from page 98

are gayl, especially in our culture. I want
children. Shakespeare didn't have the option
of getting a Chinese baby. I den't think that
means anything. I loved the idea of looking at
the past and finding the queerness of people
that we had assumed to be straight.

As one might expect, the sonnets figure
prominently into the novel, but are there
sonnets on which the novel or the charac-
ters are directly based?

Yes. The overall arc of the sonnets is followed
by the book. What happens in the sonnets is
that you have the poet romancing this young
man, and then later, in the last third of the
sonnets, this woman, the Dark Lady, comes
between them because she starts sleeping
with the young man, which brings out all
sorts of jealousies in the poet/narrator. In the
novel, it has the same sort of triangulated
love structure—except that the Dark Lady is
played by Professor Mullins. I thought that it
would be cool to have a man pl'.‘i}' the role, The
overall are is very similar to the sonnets, but
with a more contemporary, gay twist

In the last few years some non-fiction
books have been published about the Har-
vard homo purge, so there continues to be
interest in the subject, which is the second
predominant theme in your novel.

There's a book that just came out, whose name
escapes me, which came out after I wrote the
novel, based on an article that was published
in the Harvard Crimson about the scandal in
the 1920 when a student committed suicide,
And when they dug up the background on the
suicide, they found out that he was part of this
group of students who were accused of being
gay. They were essentially persecuted and
being expelled from school. They were part of
these out students who would throw parties
and have sex with each other. So there was
this sort of gay subeulture at Harvard. The
novel isn't based on that, because 1 wrote it
before that article came out, but I suspected
that if you have a homo-social environment
with all those young men, and you're gay,
vou would have that kind of subculture—es-
pecially at Harvard, a place of privilege,
where you can somehow bend the rules. It’s
a completely self-enclosed world, with its own
set of rules and it's also a kind of homoerotic
world where you always show your affection
towards each other. You're away from women.
It’s like a recipe for a porno. [Laughs]

ON THE WEB: Read more of this inter-
view at www.outsmartmagazine.com.

Grege Shapiro writes frequently about the arts
for QutSmart.

ReadOut Shorts

continued from page 98

Cathedral of Hope, this tome offers Rev. Piazza's
theory on who—or what—is. —Preview. Nancy Ford

Sevenly Times Seven
Salvatore Sapienza
Harrington Park Press (www.haworthpress.com)
Seventy Times Seven is a look
at the religious life of Brother
Vito Fortunato, a young gay man
who is ever so human. The author
records Vito's honest thoughts on
reconciling his gay lifestyle (after

. meeting the man who becomes his
lover) with his brotherhood and, in the process, makes
Seventy Times Seven an engaging read that balances
homosexuality, religion, and spirituality.

—Review: Blase DiStefano

Seventy

Puss 'n Cahoots
Rita Mae Brown & Sneaky Pie Brown
Bantam Books (www.randomhouse.com)
Rita Mae and Sneaky Pie continue
in stride! As always, Mrs. Murphy,
Pewter, Tucker, and a host of animal
companions help the sense-limited
humans solve the crime and save
the day. A special bonus in this one,
you'll meet a new animal characler
whose name will become synonymous with bitchy
drag queen. Truly entertaining, there is no better
way to spend an afternoon than visiting with the
kids. —Review: A.C.

M4M: For an Hour or Forever—The Gay

Man's Guide lo Finding Lave Online

Jack Mauro

Simon Spotlight Entertainment

{(www.simanandschuster.com)

M Here in one volume is expert advice
on everything online from creating

your onling profile to setting up

hookups. Well organized, realistic,

T BT Manrh B
T s LR O L

t and real, this book can not only help

you avoid looking like a total dork,

s s but can help you find the fun you
are looking for. Read this one even if you think you
know what you're doing. —Rewiew: A.C.

The Summer Book 2007: A Guide to Houston
Day Camps and Classes for Kids and Teens
Sarah BGish
T The title says it all. This is moth-
er/marketing whiz Sarah Gish's
| fourth edition, listing more than
200 fun ways to entertain and
educate the younger set while
/ school's out. The Summer Book
= 2007 is a required reference
for every local parent who doesn't consider Wii or
Time Warner Cable a suitable babysitter, For more
information, visit www.thesummerbook.com.
—Preview: NF. W

! MONTROSE

This sign doesn't belong on your closet

door, no matter how old you are,

* Peer Support Groups

. Cnuuselingf’l}ﬁyrhihlr}'

* Needs Assessment

= No Out of Pocket Expenses

S m 713.529.0037

LM couNSELING Legacy
=
M cenTER ——

Culturally affirming, quality and affordable services.

Community Health Services

The SPRY Program is funded by SA MHSA.

" s ™ P - United 48
701 Richmond Avenue * Houston, Texas 77006-5511 Wayq
www.montrosecounselingcenter.org s o

Join us forﬁ

Are you seeking a deeper canmdi&ﬁ w
Do you want to find your mission in lif

"~ =
Training Adventure  The enrollment for the APRIL 13-15, 2007
Houston NWTA will be focused on gay and bisexual men, olthough men of any sexval orientafion
are welcome fo sign up.

The Mankind Project is an international progressive men's:
offirming of cultural differences, especially with respect

ethnitity, and nationality. Our trainings challenge men
efc. in order to offer their deepest gifis in service fo the

For more informatio
or the national website www.mkp.org
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by Sally Sheklow

WHO’S HAPPY NOW?

Sally learns that a caregiver may need an unexpected boost

he trouble with antidepressants, be
sides their obseene contribution to Big
Pharma’s bloated bottom line, is that

they work. Prescription happy pills can lift
even the gloomiest sad sack out of the pits.
That's my gripe

Last year my best friend, Darlene,
slipped into a serious funk. The deeper
she sank, the more I stepped up. Sud-
denly I had a purpoese in life besides
my usual smash-the-patriarchy, lib-
erty-and-justice-for-all, save-the-world
quest. Darlene’s blues became my new
calling.

Her money worries, academic pres-
sure, and single-parent stress were real
enough, but Darlene’s doom and gloom did
not seem commensurate with her situa
tion—especially during our annual summer
vacation. Can you imagine anyone staying
negative for a whole week in a spacious beach

house with five chosen-family dykes, four

happy little girls, and an unlimited supply
of fresh seafood? Darlene did.

Despite our nightly fish frys under the
stars, daily surf romps, and bocee ball games,

Darlene didn’t snap out of it. Even after the

Suddenly | had a purpose in life
besides my usual smash-the-
partriarchy, liberty-and-justice-
for-all, save-the-world quest.

kids were fed, bathed, and snoozing in their
bunks and we grown-ups broke out the poker
chips and fine chocolates, my pal could not
get festive

I'he D-word hadn’t been mentioned, but
her depression was obvious. On our last day,

Darlene and [ took a beach walk. Under a

Mercedes
BMW

Audi
l_._cmd Rover

See current inventory at
www.GarnettMotorcars.com

Porsche
Lexus
Jaguar
Volvo

Contact Ryan
281-470-8000 « garnettcars@hotmail.com

2323 Underwood Road * La Porte, TX 77571
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clear sky with the ocean mist pluming oft
the waves and sand pipers hopping along the

sparkling shoreline, I prodded my buddy.

“You get that vou're depressed, right?”

A flock of seagulls flapped down for a
landing.

“T suppose so.” She turned to face the

ocean, weeping. “It runs in my family.”

“Promise me you'll talk to your doe

when you get home.” Wow, did 1 feel

Wige.
“OK.” She wiped her tears. “If I don't

drive off a eliff first.” So Eeyore.

Owver the next few months, while she

submitted to experimental dosages and

combinations of various ant il'lI:FI['I":‘-_"\:'.rll.". we

talked every day. She was overwhelmed by
her unfolded laundry, overdue homework,
and unpaid bills. She worried she might slit
her wrists or try heroin. She was convineced
things would never improve

[ listened. | was there for her

SEE WHAT 2007 HAS IN STORE

FOR YOU...

LILLY RODDY

i L) ““- ™
GF N W W b

ASTROLOGER

. -~
O G O O O

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

o Past Life Regressions
< Reiki Master

o Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

713.529.5842

GIFT CERTIFICATES » CREDIT CARDS

Voled BEST ASTROLOGER
by OulSmart Readers

lillycath@aol.com * www.lillyroddy.com

“You sure you're not sick of me?”
:hi'.fl .'I‘-il\.

‘Things will be better soon.” With me
18 her champion we could get through
mmything. Rosie the Riveter We can do it/
to the rescue. “You'll get this thing under
control.”

“If I don't have a stroke first.”

Finally, Darlene got on the right meds,
enrolled in a gym, and cut the comfort food,
She felt better and ecalled less. Last week
she phoned, giggling, to tell me she had a
crush on her math instructor and they'd
a date,

For my pal, finally out from under that

made
terrible dark cloud, antidepressants are
1 lifesaver. But what about me! How do
antidepressants help you when you're the
friend who hung in through the tears and
melancholy and suicide ideation? Suddenly
yvou've lost vour gig. Like vour job's been out-
sourced to another country—your services
ire no longer needed

Now what? Don't tell me there's a pill to

help me cope with happiness
\,_.|.-.I' ! .‘n‘.-,l:l_l]..-l-rll-ln recelven ';J".'nl.' l.[_lr._-_' an I-I g ||I|I
f e colur
s Clut

Robert

Snellgrove

lcsw

Counselor - Psychotherapist
7113.522.7014

www.robertsnellgrove.com

4200 MONTROSE « SUITE 540

1
4

‘l"_T Need computer help?
O 2/ PC HomeTech

NEW SET-UPS  TROUBLESHOQOTING « TUNE-UPS

HARDWARE & SOFTWARE INSTALLATIONS « TUTORIALS
832.496.9246

www.pchometech.com Gary M. Joseph, owner

ATTORNEY

MARK B, LEVIN

Y7AUTO ACCIDENTS
*DWI
CRIMINAL
-IMMIGRATION
7-ON-THE-JOB INJURIES
~“WORKMAN'S COMP.
- “WRONGFUL DEATH
~ MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

Call Mark Summer or John Wald
for Your Free Consultation

MREXAS 77018
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a few lines of info about your event;
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‘Lost and Found Portraits of Ricardo Nicolayevsky’ o R R = -, D S e i o i
o J AN : : (713) 524-9525
he Mexico City-based multi-diseiplinary artist and filmmaker

Ricardo Nicolayevsky began his career in the '80s using Su-

per 8 and 16 mm film (he has since incorporated video into his
palette). Also a musician and composer, Nicolayevsky often creates
his own soundtracks. His awarding-winning films have screened in
museums, galleries, and international festivals, Nicolayevsky's "02
film, Quinteio, though left without description, is categorized on the
Internet Movie Database (IMDb) as both “experimental” and “gay inter-
est.” Nicolayevsky studied film at New York University. * During that
lengthy stay in the New York gay scene of the early '80s, Nicolayevsky
assembled a Maya Deren-inspired Super 8mm intimate portraits of his
friends, acquaintances, and lovers, This mesmerizing opus serves as a
celluloid time capsule to the period and location. -ED.

E - St More info: 713/B61-1187
14& 15|.!]I‘ & Sun.|
Wood, Watw and Art. | od

ans, oar

ART KELLER, DC.

Auto Accidents
Acupuncture

Work Injuries

Sports Injuries

A CEN

pwelbes@yahoo.com, or (fax) 28
15 (5un.)

Lend Me a I-!and {or Fnur) In s

Impairment Ratings

713.781.3344

CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC CENTER
3033 Chimney Rock at

7 AINE WD

e

The What: Lasi and Found Portraits of Ricardo Nicolayevsky |
The Where: Rice University's Rice Media Center. (Park in the North Lot at entrance 20 or 21 off Rice Blvd. Parking is $5.) s
The When: Saturday, April 28, 7 p.m. The Wherewithal: 713/348-7529 or www.ricecinema.rice.edu

440 Y

Richmond, Suite
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TAKE OUT

MASSAGE & BEAUTY SERVICES
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And Along Reads Mary. Fulitze

COUPLES MASSAGE
Out of Body Experience!

Champagne, Candles, Music
Delivered right to your door.

take
attr dctl”“

tickets o
Bunnies on the Bayou ?T
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1.800.918.1TAO (826)
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“DOES SIZE MATTER?"

Get OUT of that CLOSET and into a
TEXAS-Size apartment
in the Exclusive Westchase area.

For a limited time only.
1 Bed/1 Bath 500,00
2 Bed/2 Bath ®599.00
3 Bed/2 Bath *705.00
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SECLUDED, ROMANTIC, LOG CABIN
ON 20 ACRES IN THE NATIONAL FOREST,
60 MILES FROM MONTROSE.

ASK ABOUT OUR HONEYMOON SPECIALS.

N Carnival

The Fun Ships.

October 29 - November 3, 2007
Join Gayribbean Cruises as we
set sail from Galveston aboard

the Ecstasy® to Progreso and
Cozumel this Halloween.

Fares starting at $327.00%*

www.GayribbeanCruises.com
877-560-8318

ribbean
E‘.-Lm

y Fpgistry. Panama

Personality-Guided
Therapy

.because every
person is unique

Id Be Glad To Help You
s Build Self-Esteem
* [mprove Relationships
* Overcome _

= Stress and F&IS

- Depression

DEBORAH M. DENSON, LCSW

Licensed Clini fal
2800 Weslayan Suite 535 « 713-850-7225
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- Family owned ond operated
- Move in-out{Qrgonizing

- Specinlists in detail deaning
- Weekly, bi-monthly, one-time
- Trovel in team with supervisor
- Packing or unpacking for relocating
- Bonded & insured for your protection

- English spaaking manager always on site

Bi-PROFESSIONAL

(Hair Stylist/Massage Therapist)

9 Massage Oplions
= Sporis
* Swedish
« Deep Tissue & More

75 - 75 minutes
?1’: (TP f 6} (_irf(f:‘cuf

DAVID TRITICO

1140 Smith Street 832.274.3853

YOU OWE YOURSELF
A PROFESSIONAL
HOME CLEANING SERVICE

Free estimate by phone

713.664.9911
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° Intern Massages $35
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SCHOOL OF MASSAGE
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MUSCL.E
ECHANICS

THE GYM FOR PERSOHAL TRAINING

Relax...
your mind.

Relieve...
your stress.

-
&
-
Al Restore...
’f your muscles.

— I

Call now for an appointment.

713.963.0899

WWW.HUSCLEMECHANICS.COM

Blue Line Bicycie Laboratory
Sales and Service

3302 White Oak Drive
Houston, Texas 77007

“HARNESS YOUR ENERGY...
Spring A/C Check-Up,
Only $5999

Lance Carnal
Owner

I‘tff Cow - - [ejas Air, Inc

HEFTCaH )

Stavdard
e \

832.287.6117 oncor

tejasair@sbeglobal net www. tejasair.com

]
Business News
by Nancy Ford

NVERSION|

COFFEE HOUSE

= _

STOP AND SMELL THE COFFEE Inversion Coffee
House (above) has officially opened in the new home
of Art League Houston (1953 Montrose Blvid., Suite A,
713/523-4866). The art café is on the former site of the
visually dizzying Inversion House project created by artists
Dan Havel and Dean Ruck, which slowed curious travelers
on Montrose for much of 2006. Its image can now be seen
on the side of Inversion Coffee House (inset). The shop

Inversion Coffee House

offers a sandwich and salad menu, and features the wark of
a different local artist every three months (Daniel Adame
in April). Ask about the “frequent buyers card Details:
www.inversioncoffee.com

IT"S A MENAGERIE OUT THERE Bonnie Russell and
Deb Marshall, owners of The Glass Menagerie, have
expanded their cyber-based business inta the virtual
waorld. Their custom-designed, hand-etched glass, stone,
and metal items suitable as gifts for commitment cer-
emonies, anniversaries, and charitable benefits—all with

a GLBT flair—are now available at Male U Wear (415
Westheimer).

Glass Menagerie's website also offers home furnishing
accessories, polished stones, custom jewelry, specialty
candles, and many other items (including those pictured,
above). Details: www.theglassmenagerie.net.

OUT MONEY MAKERS The National Gay and Leshian
Chamber of Cornmerce currently offers “early bird rates,”

starting at $299, for people registering now for its 2007
International Business and Leadership Confer-
ence, May 31 through June 2 in Miami, Florida. Topics
at the conference of interest to the GLBT business owner
include "How to Become an LGET Certified Diverse Sup-
plier,” “Practical Insights from 100+ LGBT Focus Groups,”
“Media Training for Your Business or Your Chamber,”
and “Business Financing and
Development”

The Greater Houston GLBT
[:|I.'|II][]I-.‘I of E[]I!IHIE[[]I.’ ib' an
affiliate member of the na-
tional chamber, Details: www.
nglce.org.

RAINBOW CONNECTIONS The Gay & Leshian Rain-
bow Pages has launched its new website, featuring a
page-by-page viewing capability and with banners that
offers “our community choices, and targets us directly,”
president and chief financial officer Lonnie M. Davis says.
The site now directly links to several video suppliers,
including Woife Vides and Amazon

Following its March 8 release party for its 2007
Houston directory held at La Strada (322 Westheimer,
113/523-1014), Rainbow Pages presents "Rainbow Night
at La Strada” on Tuesday evenings, 6-9 p.m. Houston
Grand Opera has signed on to entertain. Defails: www

rainb owpages.n el

Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams .

ONE IS WILLIAMS AND THE OTHER IS GOLD A

Houston outlet of the Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
furniture and design store is set to open later this month
near River Oaks. The nearly 10,000-square-foot stare,
located at 3303 Kirby, will be similar to its Austin store
(above) that opened last spring at 2785 Bee Caves Rd
(512/347-1616). Founders Gold and Williams, partners in
life as well as in business, established their firm in 1969
and currently operate stores in the United States, Mexico,
and Canada.

Customers who can't wait for the opening of the stare
can find MG + BW “relaxed design” merchandise at High
Fashion Home (3100 Travis, 713/528-3838). Details: www
mgandbw.com.

Send your business news to
CutSmart, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006,
ar e-mail to rlm@our,:m.a.trmagazln&.cam.

The Law Offices of

Jimmy Doan

Attorney At Law

Serious Injury & Death Cases
Labor & Employment Issues
Criminal Law

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
Call (713) 600-4747

One Greenway Plaza, Suite 100 » Houston, TX 77046 » Emaikjimmydoaniaw@aol.com

Dr. David S. Genac

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

713.899.3769 |

1712 FAIRVIEW

| www.davidgenac.com

Power Buy
? hees $22,695

stock #212558

MIKE CALVERT TOYOTA

A place you'd take a friend.

Call Tim Torlincasi: 832.894.4273

2333 Loop 610 5. @ Kirby * Across from Reliant Stadium
713-558-8100

www.mikecalverttoyota.com

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

SANCTUARY FOR ALL

Join Us For Sunday Services at 8:30 or 10:50 a.m. and
the reconciling witness of our Pastor, Rev. Andy Noel
(Caoffee & fellowship follow)

BERING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Rev. Andy Noel, Pastor
Rev. Jerry Goree, Director of Congregational Care
1440 Harold Street at Mulberry » Houston, TX 77006 « 713.526.1017
http:/fwww.beringume.org
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- i -
Appointments ;
& Walk Ins OK!

'515 Westheimer 713 524-7858
www.hairsalonhouston.com
Maog. - Fri. 10am - Tgm | Sai 10am - 6pm | Sun. 12pm - Spm

= A——

Jen joined a straight
dating service once.

Thank God for
MUCH
gayer plans!

Get the
whaole
story

Coming Out
Christian
IS NOW
available!

Be You. Be True. Slayl€ennecteti

jenaust/rRe@in

In The Tribeca Lofts at 1210 W. Clay St., Suite 4

immie.com

Experience a Whole New
Level of Fitness Training
832 - 443 - AITT

The new studio has a unigue loft-like feel
with the energy of a gym.

coachk

Time Out with QurSmaRrT

SRECIAL PROMOTIONS AND ADVERTISING

South We

Time Out

Spearland, Kuwait.

SHOW US YOUR OurSmast!

e i — - . o A . 5 -
Rebecca D. Brack holds the OurSwmart that traveled with her from Houston to Camp

Deployment and Distribution Comn

»

PR UAN R

‘| was just home on R&R back in January,' Rebecca D. Brack recently wrote in
an e-mail from Kuwait. “| picked up the OurSmarT magazine because it had been

years since | had read one. | saw in the Time

QOut section that you may print a pic-

ture of a person who submitted a photo on their travels. | am in the middle of my
third tour in the Middle East. | am sending you a photo from Camp Spearhead in
Kuwait. For security reasons | cannot send much more information. Some friends
that are currently serving our country in the military enjoyed the issue [January
2007 OurSmart] and would get a kick seeing their Camp featured.

“Regardless of the opposite opinions on
port the troops, continued Brack, who is a h

this war, remember to always sup-
ealth, safety, and environmental coor-

dinator for KBR, the Houston-based engineering-and-military-services contractor.

“They are the true heroes'

Going out of town? Take OurSwmart along. Snap a picture of yourself at your destination and
send it to us. We will publish our favorites. Readers who submit photos that we print will be
entered into & drawing for prizes. Send high-resolution images to editor@OutSmartMagazine or

mail photos to 3406 Audubon, Houston, TX 7700

FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Check out these events supported by OurSmagt:

April 7. Jungle 15: Return To Lust, present-
ed by Bayou City Boys Club and benefiting
six HIV/AIDS service organizations including
AIDS Foundation Houston. Info: www.bcbe.
info.

April B. Bunnies on the Bayou, benefiting
13 community organizations including AIDS
Housing Coalition Houston. Info: www.bun
niesonthebayou.org.

April 21, Casino Royale Houston, the Hu-
man Rights Campaign Houston benefit gala.
Info: www.hrchouston.org.

Bunnies on the Bayou members attended a
VIP party on February 18.

8.
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. For a BEAR of a deal
come to Sealy

Come by and see Mark
289 Gebhardt Rd, Sealy, TX 77474

o 877-470-5337

markh@stomperauto.com

CHEYSLnn
e | | o

Free delivery
ta our friends

InHouston. SEALY

Chiropractic Care
Soft Tissue Injuries
Myofascial Release
Sports Injuries
Auto Accidents

Rehabilitation

Work-Related
Injuries

Personal
Injuries

HEALTHAVELLNESS

3930 Kirby Dr.
Suite 108

www.KennethLesterDC.com 713.526. 5252

PHILLIP N. SLAUGHTER

ATTORNEY AT Law

WILLS & PROBATE

CONSUMER LITIGATION

(FUARDIANSHIPS

RearL ESTATE

B
=
=
-
.
-

SAME SEX PARTNER-AGREEMENTS

713-533-0009

820 Richmond Ave.

Houston, Texas 77006

Not Board Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Kenneth W. Lester D.C.

MAINTENANCE

Personalized Service Catering to YOUR Automotive Needs

Engine Repair » Suspension & Steering
i Heating & A/C » Brakes & ABS Systems
Emissions Control Systems = Tune-Ups

“Bobby always gets it RIGHT
the FIRST time, His honest
estimates, affordable service,
and attention to detail

have created a reputation of
INTEGRITY for over 20 years.

TechAuto Maintenance is my
QUALITY auto repair guarantee.”

6:@ Alan Davidson
Owner, Essential Touch

37 Waugh Dr. = Houston, TX
713.863.8244

Guaranteed Parts & Service * 24 HR Towing: 713.462.9945
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OutSmart Marketplace
-ACCOMMODATIONS

RAINBOW RANCH
CAMPGROUND
AND RV PARK
Texas Largest GLBT
Campground.
Cabins, RV Sites,
Tenting, Lake,
Pavilion, Pool, Fishing, Boating, etc.
rainbowranch.net -B88.875.7596

CAMPGROUND
: (RV'S/TENTING)

L, RV Hookups

Great Home Base Rates
Large Pool, Bath Houses/Laundry
Located 6 miles West of
TX Renaissance Festival

"“Your Country Getaway!"

936/894-2030

www.RockinRRanch.net

713/392-2318

GALVESTON VACATION RENTAL; histaric,
fully renovated coltage 4 blogks ¢
Centra rh Full W/D Fenced

y 713/822-1648 or

ach

Rent by the day, week, month or year...
Fully furnished 2/3 townhousa, excelient for
corporate lodging. Living room (w/ sleeper
sofa), dining room, kitchen & 2 car garage.
Located next o Lovett Inn with access to
all iis amenities

- iy ey Far mbgmﬂgon
¥13-522-5224 or
e+ | 800-779-5224 or

reservations@ Lovettinn.com

= ANNOUNGEMENT
AREYOU PENTECOSTAL & GAY? New fel-

_.wwh:\_ wurch forming in Houston, God

VOLUNTEER
FOR PRIDE HOUSTON,

DANQ ART
Original Works
by Duane
Nowell
713.927.4177

114 APRIL 2007 Outs

-BOOK CLUB

QueeReaders of Houston

Da you like to

read? Want

o meet new

Triends’?

We read a book a
month & meet to dis-
cuss the book the first
Wednesday of each
month.
Join us for some intellectual stimu-
lation and frivolity. For mare infor-
mation, the litle of next book to
read, address & time of meetings,
contact Chuck at
chuckwinkler@hotmail.com

= CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Halping Gays/Lasbians
with Business & Tax
Problems & Inheritance
Tax Issues
Serving Ho

Business Consultan! oos

713/526-4760 + 409/939-6922

GLENN R. MUNDEN
Certified Public Account
Individual & Business
Tax Returns
www.glennmunden.com
713.521.1286
Fax: 832 201.7423

*CHURCHES/SPIRITUALITY

Join Rev. Dr. Jesse
Jennings for regular
services Sundays at
9am & 11am, and
on Wednesdays at
7 pm, Casual fun, real. Inspmrg
ideas for effective, passionate
creative living, plus live music.

5326 Spring-Stuebner
« 2 blocks east of
_Busllng bitw 1-45(exit
70A) & Kuykendahl
www.creativelite,org - 281.360.5157

NOW WORSHIPING AT 1311 HOLMAN
First Evangelical Lutheran Church)

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

(Disciples of Christ) g

Sun Worship 11 am

Weds 6:45 pm Teleos

B32,723.6948 = Rev G.Todd Williams
www.radicalchristians.org

= DJ-ENTERTRINMENT

OJd SERVICES
WARME USENTERTAINMENT.C OM

713.825.4996
10% OFF NOWR

*EMPLOYMENT

PART TIME JOB EMPLOYMENT | hiave a part
time job offer that will not effect your job and
that will pay good wages. Kindly contact me for
mare details hallclear01 @ gmail.com

- ESTATE SALE

fguy & jeff

B private sale thal's somewhere

j bebwesn a Christie's auction

& your auntie's garage sale

B8 april 6, 7 & 8th - 10am till Tpm

B =mail 4 address & list of
ollhﬂhll aﬂenﬁsn[

. {}lﬂlHiHGIHAI{I SEIIIIII:E

KAEHLER CLEANING
SERVICE since 1995

cenfinually e bestt”
Residentiol & Commercial

W [ ' (ol John 713/851-8181
Ewi akmmmmmm
= HAIR SALON

Q- Style MT « 3400 Montrose #319
Hair Stylist + Colar Specialist + Make-

up Artist {appt only) 713-382-8090

= HEALTH AND BEAUTY

Food Addicts In Recovery - GLET
Open 12 Step Meeting, Every Saturday, 11
am - 12 Noo ring A st Bm 232
back entrance of church, www. foodaddictsin-
MECONVEDY,Com

- LANDSCAPING

1 Greenthumb
) Landscaping
(Slone & Brick Paver Patios
& Walkways - Fountains
* Wood Decks & Arbors
Complete Landscaping Service |

Small jobs welcome
| 713.521.1286 - www.gtlad.com |

- MASSAGE

BODY
* Full Body
* Feel Awesome
« Centrally Located
* Qutcalls Welcome
713-942-2399
7 days/evenings
AMXNISAMCacoeptad

DEep TISSLE » SWeDISH

Massage THerapy

RDBERT RMT
[713] 824-623

www. twinpix.com/robert

oy ¥y
Citeraar . Flex ,.-,/,

in l"he Hea rrls

o ‘J:l_ru- in v
) am - 9 pm |

3. Visit my website at
nawagn com  Four hands

WWW {.'ﬂh"
available

* MASSAGE

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Tall,
muscular, masc Uline, State

8 ANICE TOUCH, RELAX-
ATION OF BODY AND
MIND BY

LEE
832.978.7017
Dave’s Hands

Know More Than He Does

Swadish » Polarity » Shiatsu
Habio Pienso y Hage Con Mis Manos

832/443-2229

= (it Calls Weleoma
MAGIC HANDS
281/804-8027

- MASSAGE

| BEST MASSAGE THERAPIST 2006

New
Maontrose
Studio

Zeppelin Massage

Sports & Deep Tissue

713.542.0426

zeppeli nMassag ool.com

iy, Zep

BODY MASSAGE
832.868.1972

No Hype - It is the New Year

It you do not like the quality of my
work, then pay me,
what it is was worth to you!
| do believe in, HOW GOOD | AM.

Located in the GalleriaWesichase arnea

Call Frederick @ 713-240-5163.

« MASSAGE
Justin, LMT

12 yrs &xpérience
832.577.2785

* Deep tissue

+ Swedish

+ Reflexglogy

+ Accupréssure
Professional Calls anly
massageaustex@yahoo.g

HEALING HANDS. Caring and healing
hands with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage
Balancing your life by restoring fiow and en-
emy. Peaceful, relaxing and rejuvenaling for
total health. AMT#2233. Howard Kanelakes
713528-6174.

Ken Claude, RMT
713.240.9598
www kenclaudemassage.COm

BODYWORK
BY DAN-HANDS
On Massage-Swedish
DeepTissue-Masculine

Private-Discreet
Maontrose Location-In/Out

9am to 10pm-713/857-1009

| DERMA GLOW SPA
' 2325 San Jacinto
Houston, TX 77002
Waxing, Facials. Relaxation
and Deep Tissue Massage,
and Thai Massage

Jose
713.540.7544

MTE014552

- MASSAGE

Swedish,

Deep Tissue
Aromatherapy,
Tropleal Setting
www.oasispaims.com
Y Paul@oasispalms.com

|281-827-2908

MASSAGE -+ Therapeutic * Relaxing * Ran
Howall, Registered Massage Therapist «
In or Qut Calls » 7 Days » Noon-Midmight
7132250231,

KEN-NATURAL BODYBUILDER-sensual
massages, wellness, 60" 200lbs, muscular,
attractive ltalian, call 832/563-3962

» PET SERVIGES

Who's watching
the Kids when

youTe away?

Pet Sitting ¢

IN THE HEIGHTS

Experienced « Bonded « Professional « References
Competitive Rates: $24/day or $12 per visit,
Special 25% Cash, or New Client Discount!

713-869-3698

in the Heights

= REAL ESTATE/FOR LEASE

GALVESTON APT. 2014 39th St. Upstairs du-
plex apartment, 2-3 bedtooms, 1 bath l.'l‘.l_jl-_':
/ "m araa. Within walking distance of

EEnn

=rn ng. $o00/montn with

GALVESTON HOUSE. 4509 Ave P. 1-2 bad
rooms, 1 bath. House with fenced bac
On-street parking. $600/month with 1 month
deposil. 402/765-5863

* REMODELING/REPAIRS
AD-MAR REMODELING: InlerlorIEnenor
No job too small. Quick turnanound wi i
work at competitive rates. Property I'\-13n.::l-= 3
Landiords, Real Estate Invastors call for your
make-ready/repairs. 8323385566

NO JOB FREE
TOO SMA ESTIMATES

-

A RAINBOW
Gay Owned and
SHEETROCK REPAIRS = WALLPAPER REMOVAL
PAINTING » TEXTURES » 832 567.3604

Massage Therapy .

- SERVICES

FREE LIVE HOT GAY CHAT
ManScan - Personals - More!

563-843-8884
18+ 24 HRS

Houston
713.225.5500
FREE code 4443
CALL NOW!

SAIT Printly Cuntumer Saen (00 Magebleten 18 INTFCLIE

WHERE GAY MEN HOOK UP & DATE
Browse & Respond to Ads Tots

Meet 5&;1'5- Guys Ready To Date Now
- WEDDING FACILITY/
CIVIL UNIONS

Heather's Glen is a full service
wedding facility and offers very
elegant Civil Unions.Heather's
Glen is a beautifully restored Victo-
rian mansion located on a city block
near downtown Canroe. Recently
voted the best wedding facility in
all of Montgomery County. Images
of Scarlet O'Hara and Rhet Butler
quickly come to mind as you look
at the front of this gracious struc-
ture. On any given Saturday one
can view a beautiful horse drawn
carriage whisking a couple from a
lavish recepiion to their date with
destiny. Visit our website at www
Heathersglen.com or call us o
make an appointment at 1-800-66
Jamie(52643)! You can also send us
an email at heathersbb@aol.com

" VERIFIED

ALIDIT CIRCLILATION

www weriedaudit.com

MARKETPLACE AD RATES

30 words or lgss, plus 1 pe
$6 per issue to have your
secura website at www. QutE
Marketplace

Color Boxed Ad per et 564 561
B/W Boxed Ad e inch $48 345
30-Word Line Ad $34 31

Marketplace Classifieds are per column inch. Column inch width is 1.688. Word line ads are
additional word and 50 cents for all words in bold. Add additional
1ssified ad appear an our websile, Ads can also be placed an our
iartMagazine.com.
1 Month 3 Month

Deadline: April 12 for the May 07 Issue. Onder by phone & pay
Or FAX it 713/522-3275. Sarry, we do not bill Mail ad & pa
Houston, TX T7006-4412. For more information, call 713/520-7237

6Month 12 Menth
$55 849
$43 $39
528 $28

VIS4, MC, AMEX, ar Discover
0: QutSmart 3406 Audubon
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Adve

APRIL 2007  FOR ADVERTISING INFO CALL 713/620-7237.

ACCOMMODATIONS
Angeles De Merida Bed & Breakfast
Marida, Yucatan Mexico S | 2482
Rhver Creek Ranch
rivescregkranch com ... 713/392-2318

Sand'N Sea Pirates Beach

www sandNSeR.Com.. ...

The Victorian Condo/Hotel
G300 Sea 1

— ADVERTISING/MARKETI
Gay and Lesbian Yellow Pages
1712 Montrose Bivd . it 1345
Gay and Leshian ﬂamhnw F1ue=

Jh4

281/897-8778

Du'lSlu.m Mamum

Tejas Alr Ing ... ) B32/287-611

2802 Albany ... T1.3/661-1848

;, ART GALLERIES

Dunbar Galleries

Galleria 3, Level 2 063
ASTROLOGER

—__ CLEANING SERVICES
Perfection Plus Service
713/664-9911
~ CLOTHING A
Male UWear
415 Westheimar #104 T13/527-8409
COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT

AIDS Foundation Houston
3202 Weshavan............... Y 7T13/623-6796
Bunnies on the Bayou

www.bunnies.org
Bayou City Boys Club/Jungle

J—— o011 a0
Gw S- Lehhmn Enmmumly Center
3400 Montrose..... v 1 1 HD24-3818
Hclusiun Buyer's Club

KLim reeeeesa 1 1 520-5288
Men In Missian
mkphouston.or
Pride Houston
1415 California wiaw. pridehouston.orm

“COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES _

Ccmr com

1201-F Westheime 7135281201
PC Home Tech

pchometech com B32/496-924¢

E Lilly Roddy Astrology

Law Offices of Jim my Doan, Attorney
One Greenway Plaza, Sulte 100 T13600-4747
I.'m ifice of Mark Lavin, Al‘lnl'nﬂ)‘
1 West TC. Jester R1/365-70
Mourp & Hunt/Connie Moore and De Dhlc I'FunT
8 At 12/532-4282
Necnm.lrl Simoneaux and Frye, Plll
sflaw.us 227
Phﬂllo N. Staughter, Attomey at Lan
Aichmaond 13/533-
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS _
AutoHaus KEH

2815 San Jacinto @ Tuam T3/G50-3393
Tbrh ﬂ.uiu Maintenance
i7 Waugh Drive

ﬂUTﬂi‘I-'IUTI\I'E bALES
Mvanhq? BMW/ Mldtnwn
201 San Jacinto & Gra T13/289-1200
[.nt'(slal Jeep ﬂDd“l’.‘ of :rillp Mark Hi'ndl II:h'u
269 Gebhardt Rd 5337
J-m-egdn Chrysler Jeep Dodge
Py I %

281/924-9100

/5588100
o 20403 [-45 North
9135

Sand Dn:lm .uu'mPlP:.'Jnhn Nagy
8020 Broadway, Galve:
Saturn of Houston

houstonsaty am 1 BO0-4-SATURN
Star Motor Gars/Mercedes-Benz/Rick Benson
7000 Katy Ad 7 878

Sh’ riing McCall Acura/Mike Chan
85t Frwy

IGYCLE S.QLESISFFWII.’,E

Bme Lmr B|c'.'[:|e Laboratory
33 te Dak.

CAB SERVICE _

Umlnd Cab ... ]
WCHES!’SHRM DB\J'EEWTE\!‘IT-‘LES

Bering Memaorial

1440 Harold

Creative Life Splrltual C.nn tm
5326 Spring-Stuebner ..

Dignity Houston

2515 Waugh/dignityhouston,org

Resurrection MCC

2025 W 11th St

CONSTRUCTION/HOME REMODELING
DreamMaker Bath & nrlcnen
are Sion.com

Larry French Enterprises
Hot Water Guys/TAKSAG]

hotwalerguys 73-0909

____DATING SERVICE
Admil An Attraction
ad naftraction com

[NTERTALNMENT NIGHT LIFE
Chances /The Bam/GeSpot

1100 Westheimer - T13523-7217
Gua\'a LEITIB
) Waw 713
Huu:[un nrea Traditional L‘alut' SuLlenl
Wi, a2 lds . of

Houston Grand Opera
houstongrandopera.org
Houston Out Loud

houstonoutioud. com
JR's/Santa Fe

BOR Pacifi 1315212519

Live H1I|D|1"'Flul: Colors

fiveration.com 713/629-3700
Mummse Mining Company

805 Pacific 713/529-7438
Museum of Fine Arts, The

5801 Mair 713/639-7300
Ranch Hill Saioon

24704 |-45 North, Spring 281/298-9035
'Scsulh BE:!LII

Streat
The’1|‘rr Under The Stars
" =~

i
ven:nn Wirndess Theater

Dwayne Cooksoin
4040 Mit;
Hardcore P|lates.l’Walf|w Davis

3701 Kirtry 8436

Houston Gym

1501 Durhar

Fitness Exchange

4040 Milarm..........
The Coach Kimmia Spurr_f. Studio
Kimberly Marler, Pars ner
Muselez Mechanics/John Aaron

3334 Edloe T13/963-0899

Show your OutSmart Pride Cord and get special discounts, free admissions,
and exclusive offers from OutSmart advertisers!
(Look for the == pride card and merchant offer)

TRK Fitness/Steve
4676 Beachnut....... e
FLORIST

Fln»;uers Ete. By Georgia
IBTB Waugh DF ... iiiiann T13/524-3088

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS/PRINTING

Lansu!llng Graphmi.'?ﬁlrlclﬁ Pena

............. 281/543-8797

House L|1 I::Dlm an."Snulhwesi Business Fnrlters
2630 Richmond.......

Vilven Design Group
1708 Colquitt.....

y GROCERIES

Kroger

1300 Montrose
—_HAIR/NAIL/SKIN CA

NU-Cuts Hair Salon

3033 Chimney Rock .
rmn:n Chropractic Clinic/Fernando Fra.nrrl
1400 Montros 3] ;|
I(lrhy Hzauh&mllness Leulnr;ltenlu:th w l.esl

930 Kirby O, Ste. 108 713
Med-Crew /Dr Dirk Hunter
4040 Milam 281/773-0100
Menard Chropractic/Byron K. Menard, 0.G.
3400 Montrose, Ste 550 71345

"HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY
Bcnng Support Network/Daniel nmm‘s

1440 Haroid AE26-1017
Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP
1006 Missour T137527-0000

Deborah Densan, LMSW-ACP

7 ML Vi

20% OFF INITIAL VISIT.
{h.\ml Guna; FhD
1712 Falrvi 713
Enlxl C»ﬁ]' lMSW l\.I:F‘ C HL., GSM
4200 r .

Sluvr. MLHun MS LF'C Lh'FT

13/560-6496
H.m:lurl Sneligrove, LNES'N ACP
4200 Mo } 014
l'l Scott Stanley, MS LMF[ LPC
458 Campbeil, Ste 250A 281/060-309
Jeff Vannice, Ph[l
115 N. Loop West., Ste 780 713/426-4455

“HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS _

Bruce W. Smith, DDS

1006 Missourt 713/529-4964
[.‘-ury Logan, DDS, PA

530 Waugh.... T13%
!..res-mllesm-mdg Mitchmore, DDS

1722 W Alabama . ’ e 1 1
River Daks Elite Denti qhy

I'-_ W Befl

"HEALTH GARE—SEHVIGEMFHUUUCTS
Aspen Detox

5510 Mormdngssde 7
lering Support Network
bering ortnetwrk.org T13526-101 77206

Genter for Clinical Studies

3224 Yoakum 3
LE‘EEIC)‘ Eommunlh‘ Heqlth Smh.es

2 estheimer 713
Munllmn Counsefing Center
701 Richmand

NAACP Houston Branch

Prida Institute
pride-institute.com
iver Ozks Detox
(34- J‘. West Gray

nlan Dawnsnn IlMTaEssential Touc

Art of Touch, The

taotouch.net 800/918-1826
Avalon School of Massage

2990 Richmond, Ste 200 1133

Ryan Fugate, RMT

Ayanmassagewaorks com (e 1 1269-7926

Joel Leal, RMT

7-£808
Dravid Tritico, AMT
1140 Smith

~_HEALTH GARE- {IP_HTHALI'M'IULU(‘ISTEJ ]

Slew:lrﬁuckurbwd MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101, T

—__ HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS

Eye Elegance

1966 Westheimer
Spectacles on Montrose
4317 Montrose & 2 1

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS

Pasha Sinus & Allergy Snoring & Sleep Genter
Raza Pasha,MD/breathelrealy.com 281/920-5558
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD

106 Westheimer, Ste A 713/942-7546

HOME FUHNFSHIMGSMLCES‘:UH!ES

Audio Video Designs

7300 SW Frovy e 1T TE-B444
Blair House, The

4801 Rose.. 713/8689-5558
BoConcept

Vesthedmer .. T13/877-1900

I:anlnm

sstheimen T13/787-9494
Eiut. 'Nd]l-h(}ldhr

3392

800/218-0726

Eclectic HUIH[!
345 W 10t T13/869-1414

IKEA
7H10 Katy Frivy

"HOME DRGANIZERS
Genie Dreams
gEMiEdreams.com 7T13/520-1183

_INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS
Insurance Associstes [;I'ﬁllrlrdl’ﬂﬂ!!' Elulcs

Sia 13 30400

id Lm ma/ F.ﬂmer:\

244 Cand it Lane 1 3/ 688 -85S
Rob Schim ur1r|r Insurance Agency/Farmers

Jﬁ.‘:n Gargia

W. Loop &

HDU Schmerier Insurance Jlg[-rl.cy:F.!r mers/
Aob Smrnene'

_JEWELERS

Gems by Chao
eria |l i "
LW. Marks Jewelers

841 Bs 3 BEE-5(
LANDSCAPING/POOLS
A.l's I"'”UfrW-PInq & Design, Inc.
: SEApng.com 713/957-0443

Aussie Pet Mobile Pet l}mnrnlnq
a (ile BOVPET-MOBILE
John nndruw Fnl bnlon E Day Spa

1306 Merce
Pel Ndlll]'l' s
pelnannys.com

Pet Sitting Service in the Heights

PHOTOGRAPHY

Dalton DeHart Photography
Farrah Braniff Photographs

arrahbranifi.com

W

J Patterson Photography
U'ars'rry Productions / John Conroy

217 Edios .
'I'vunne Feega Pl1u11:gmphy
W yvonnetes DM 832/8TE-1053

i PLLIMBI_NG {
Larry French Enterprises T13/956-7733
U-Plumb-1t

428 MONIDEE ...ooociisinisiascunaennea T L HBE-ZETT

__T>H|NTINE;BUPV CENTERS

gy Com
01-F Westheimer i
House of CDlﬁmaﬂa’Suulnwat BBSII‘I%S P
230 Richmond..

PS‘I’CHICJ’ENTUHIUE HEA[]ERS
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Dalton DeHart

» e
Gay Men's Chorus

{JhDIOS on the website:
+ Political Events = TGRA = HRC Dinner
* GMCH & Bayou City Women's Chorus
* Out at TUTS Night at the Hobby Center

» Act OUT at the Alley Theatre = And more!
www.daltondehart.com

|ﬁm Tooay

Houston's Community (alendar of Events!

|visit the H-Town Today website: www.htowntoday.com
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HOUSTON
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Joix US ox THE NoRTH SIDE
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 1PM - 2AM

WWW.RANCHHILL.COM
24704 I-45N STE 103 SPRING, TX  281-298-9035

® Would you like your business to profit from this space? @

Monthly Gay & Lesbian Spending Patterns

* DINES OUT 45 times per week « ATTENDS LIVE PERFORMANCES 2--3 times per month « GOES TO A CLUB OR BAR 2 times a week
D

e -

Call 713.520.7237 @
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THE 611
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Send bar/club news to
clubguide@outsmartmagazine.com.

SEH aveitRall-t s
Fl.lll EXERCISE SOCIALIZE
ntra Dances - keep the mmﬁumg ‘the hﬂvﬂt

“Contra Dancing is a type of American Folk dancing with roots in English traditions.”

Welcome new dancers, No partners or experience necessory!
Every dance is tought and called.

Central Presbyferian Church's Fellowship Hall — 3788 Richmond Ave af Timmons Lane
2nd ond 4th Saturdays, 8:00 - 11:00 pm

i Ask for Alan, BJ or Kim

LARGEST TEXAS ,M.S“P -

THE WORLD'SLARGEST
- SUPPLIER

GayYellow.com

Since 1990
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by Lilly Roddy

he important event for this month is that
TS:erH. planet of focus and direction,

goes direct on April 19, After this date,
many of you will be ready to take action on
projects and tasks. Those things started after
this date have a good chance of completion. +
We do start the month with several challenging
aspects in the sky, which will make the begin-
ning of the month difficult. You may want to
keep your expectations to a minimum unhil after
the 18th. » The Full Moon on the 2nd reminds
us of the importance of harmony in our relation-
ships. The New Moon on the 17th inspires us
to action for self-preservation. * Days to stay
under the covers: April 1, 2, 4, 9, 22, 23, 26,
and 29. Days you can come out from beneath
the covers: Apnl 7, B, 19, 21, 27, 28, and 30.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You are rather
sensitive this month. You will not take kindly to
being ignored or passed over. Be careful that
you don't indulge yourself in too much choco-
late to pacify those hurt feelings. Work can be
very tricky. You may feel that you are being tak-
ing advantage of, and you will not keep these
feelings to yourself. You are a bit on edge and
may take things too personally. Your social life
improves after the 7th. Make sure that you take
advantage of this time, which is good for busi-
ness and social combinations. Relationships
will test even your perseverance.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You are very ca-
reer focused this month, and after the 6th, there
is even a bigger boost to this area. If you are
interested in applying for a new job or tackling
some new project at work, this is the time. You
are feeling very courageous and in touch with
your intuition. Voice your ideas where you feel
they are needed. H"P ationships have to be fun
and enjoyable right now. You are not in the
mood to work to make your relationship better.
If your relationship is not able to stand up to a
few tests this month, it may not make it. Make
your communications extra clear.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Your brain and
heart are working well together this month.
|deas that seem to come out of the ether are
really making an impact on you. You are almost
mnspired, If you are in sales, you seem to be
magnetc and chansmatic. lf you are writing
or talking, your ideas really connect with the
people with whom you come in contact. Ap-
plying this energy to your business can ensure
success in almost any venture this month. Keep
a close watch on your diet because you will
want to indulge, and your rationalizing side will
be working better than usual. Do take some
time to indulge in social activity by the end of
the month.

LEO (July 23-August 22). \With Saturn going
direct in your sign, this is the beginning of the
end of Saturn's journey through your sign.
120 APRIL 2007
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). Happy Birth-
day to the Rams and Ewes. Now is your
time to focus on yourself, and no one can
complain. This is a great time for you to
begin new projects and get your personal
new year off to a super start. You want to
spend some time with friends, but only if
they are interested in a deep conversa-
tion, Superficial things don't interest you.
Some of you are beginning to consider a
career change. Keep working on this plan
until the fall. Watch your spending—you
can overdo it a bit. Finances are the focus
for next month.

With Saturn here, you have been more serious
than normal. With her leaving, you are maore
compelled to complete your task and prepare
for the future. Anything or anybody with whom
you invest your time and energy has to have a
place in your future or will face elimination from
from your life. Sexual energies are heightened
after the 6th. The end of the month may have
you on the prowl if the connections at home
aren't satisfying.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22). Relation-
ships take center stage for you this month
There could be fireworks if you or your partner
are not on the same page. Many of you are
just feeling bored with your partner and your
routines associated with that part of your life
Well, get out and re-invent your relationships
Don't just let it wilt and die. Business partner
ships are on this same axis. If they are doing
well, take a proactive agenda. Keep working
on getting your finances in order. You will need
that even more next month.

LIBRA (September 23-October 23). Your
work environment s spotlighted for you this
month, You are interested in improving relation-
ships between co-workers and yourself. You
are certainly more sensitive to the interactions
than usual. Some of you may even be relocat-
ing your office or work areas. Health is another
big factar this month. Pay close attention to it.
See the doctor, start an exercise regime, or get
back to eating more healthily. Don't overwork
yourself, or your body will pay the price. Spend
some time with your partner or someone close
You will need the break from the work stuff.

SCORPIO (October 24-November 21). You
have been very focused on getting your home
environment into a comfortable place; you are
now ready for a vacation or at least a break.
Don't overload yourself this month, as you will
not be interested in a lot of “have tos!” Try to

keep your life based on fun and creative play
as much as possible, That will help keep your
interest up and help with follow-through. Re-
lationships could be a very wonderful outlet,
If you are single, get involved in some groups
that have single potentials.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21).
The comfort of your home and your financial
security peak your interest this month. First,
this is a great month to entertain at home
You are also interested in making the place
much more comfy. You could be remodeling
or redecorating. If there are problems with the
family, this should be a time that those rise
to the surface. It may be harder than usual to
sleep, but with some exercise, you could burn
off that extra energy you are feeling. You will
be more sensitive to stress than usual. Avoid
it as much as possible.

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19).
Communications are the primary focal point for
this month. You are trying to get at the bigger
picture of life, and you are trying to put it into
reasonable terms so that it is manageable. After
the 6th, you could be very short and clipped
with people. So watch how you deliver your
message if you wish to be heard. Otherwise,
this is a great month to take classes, put out
fires, and communicate with people from your
past. Near the end of the month, you begin to
center on aspects associated with your family
and home

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18). With
Mars traveling through your sign, you have not
had an easy month. He leaves your sign on
the 6th, and you should be able to breathe a
sign of relief. Money, self-worth, and skills and
talents will be highlighted for the rest of the
month. If you have some financial problems, this
would be the month to get a handle on them.
You don't want to be burdened or trapped by
them. Otherwise, this is a great time to start
a new money-making project. You are feeling
very inventive and ready to take a risk.

PISCES (February 19-March 20). Wow, this
is such a busy month for you. Get ready for ac-
tion, decision-making, and impalience. You are
certainly ready for a different career direction, a
promaotion, or a new place to work. In this area,
you will be very impatient. You may need to be
on your own. Relationships are a bit touchy
because they may make you feel too inhibited
or limited. This will be a month when you are
supposed to be establishing new long-term
goals in your relationships. If you are running
up against walls, it is because you have finished
what you started. Look for something new to
renew the partnership.

Read Lilly Roddy's annual forecast for 2007,
which appeared in our January issue (“Heavens
To Lilly!"), at www.outsmartmagazine.com.
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OUT IN HOUSTON

1 Author/artist Donna Garrett at her farewell poetry
reading, held Feb. 10 at Bead Atelier. Garrett has embarked
upon an extended performance tour of China,

2 Jaime Diaz and Jesse Marche at AlDS Foundation
Houston's 2007 AIDS Walk Kickoff party, held Jan. 18 at St.

3 A November fire that gutted the Chances side of the famed
triplex for leshians means all new décor when that wing of
the club reapens, hopefully this manth.

4 Jesse Parra, left, and Deem Reality's J. Roy Hall
enjoyed the Gambrinus Parade during Mardi Gras! Galveston,

5 Freedom to Marry Week protestors gathered at the Houston
City Clerk's office in City Hall in support of marriage equality,

6 Lorrie Lampson, left, founder Tracy Gary, and Rick
Wilcox at Inspired Legacy's Alternative Giving Market, held
Dec. 2 at Té House of Tea. Inspired Legacies provides training
and planning advice to prospective donors and nonprofit

7 Pedro Asty (aka. Jessica Mayes) fronled Houston
Gendermyn's first full production, The Love Show. The drag
king show, which also featured performers from Austin and
New Orleans, packed Club 1415 on Feb. 23.

8 On Feh. 15, Cynthia Chappell, Ph.D., associate profes-
sor at the University of Texas School of Public Health, spoke

on the biology of sexual orientation and gender identity at the
UH Law Center. Chappell's presentation was part of Freedom
To Marry week events organized locally by the Foundation for

9 T Cooper signed copies of her latest novel, Lipschitz 6
or Two Angry Blondes, at the Jewish Book & Arts Fair, held
at the Jewish Community Center, Oct. 30. Read an interview
("Read0ut,”" July 2008) with the New York-based queer
writer, who has family living in the Houston area, at www

10 Members of PFLAG-Houston represented GLBT visibility in
the Martin Luther King Jr. parade, held in downtown Houston,

24 g g
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There’s Power

in Our Pride.

Participate in the largest LGBT
Community Survey in history,

and help demonstrate the growing
Power in Our Pride.

Everyone who completes the survey by May 15, 2007,
will be entered into a drawing to win one of FOUR free
airline tickets from/to any of the participating airlines’
destinations in the 48 continental U.S., plus Canada,
Mexico, and the Caribbean. Restrictions apply.

Please take the survey today, and tell your friends!

www.GaySurvey.com
www.LesbianSurvey.com

Tremendous strides toward full equality have been achieved by our communities
over the past decade. There’s Power in Our Pride. Power to make a difference:

* (Gay and lesbian survey studies have opened doors (and minds) in leading corporations and organizations, which in turn have
recognized the value of their LGBT employees through the establishment of equal hiring policies and domestic partner
benefits. This has been a catalyst, leading to sweeping changes in political and social inclusivity

» Demographic reports also influence marketing investment. Ads keep LGBT publications and websites in business,
serving their communities with independent news and information.

+ Beyond simply advertising, though, these companies support us in many ways, including sponsoring community events
and funding community-based charities in order to earn our loyalty

» Taking an annual pulse on market trends through surveys helps demonstrate the LGBT community's growing power, and
influences positive change

We respect your privacy. All personal survey data is held confidentially by Community Marketing, Inc., an independ-
ent market research and communications firm based in San Francisco (founded 71992, and proudly 100% gay-owned
and -operated) and will not be sold to third parties or used for marketing purposes. Thank you!

. - +
A C Community Marketing, Inc. g:{eﬂ;ﬁfnfi‘?ﬂm
www.CommunityMarketinginc.com
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