MAY 2007

3 T Vi
} T q

WY}
-iB est Friend

A new book

« Hit the road with our travel ideas reveals just how

« Robin Reagler of Writers in the Schools close JFK was to

« Gay foster care adoption o772
* Pride Month preview LeM oyne lehngs

John F. Kennedy and LeMoyne Billings

fliso lﬁsmf.

(second from right and far right),
from the new book Jack & Lem.




Redefining Urban Living

Summer

entertaining made <=

simple!

IKEA 365+ series Feldspar porcelain. Bowl $4.99/ea L8xWB"601.040.47 »
Plate $3.99/ea L10xW10" 200.444.80 PARAD flatware $34.99/20pc
Stainless steel. 400.872,23

from $255,000 - 3314,900

from 296,400 - *325,000

Delano City Views Charleston Commons Riverway on Kiam || Zen City View

DelanoCityViews.com StudioZHomes.com | IenHouston.com

P TerrAMARK | Z. .. Z

Y 1. GODIS glass $6.99/6pk 140z, Clear 20092107 2. SYNTES KLAR bowl
$2.49/ea Clear gloss 800.582.09 ARV 18pc dinnerware set $39.99
Stoneware. OH-white 000.578.45 3. BLANDA bowl $8.99 Clear glass @11"
900.572.47

BLANDA bowl

5899

Comden Terace Lilian Street Townhomes Eastside City Views The Lofts at Maxie & Utah

AK-CustomHomes.com

CAMDEN

TOWNHOMES - B MDG!

You don’t have to be rich. Just smart. B TS 8

73‘36:32;’;*2?;‘;;{'6*;‘3’?;*;’;5TX g Visit Our Sales Center at N
Store Hours: 10 am - 9 pm Everyday @ 5023 WGShingfon Ave ’m,L 7 .| 3.868. 7226
| LRBANLIVING ]

IR Lo | = Gty e SR TSN e open 7 days a week 10 -7 UrbcmLiving C0oMm

| | —




GrayHomeTeam.com

modern day

real estate.

gL

Dpen Sunday

v Montrc

Montrose THw

private yard
se TH - 3+

visit us on the web

Robert Gray
Dana Gray

for 'TI of our listings.

. 1481
713.540.5379
1 10 changa without notice

CONTENTS

Vor. 14« No. 4+ May 2007

News & Comment
8 Letters
16 News Briefs GLBT activists at the White House, City Council special
election, more.
25 What a WorldMany i Big news from The Happiest Place on Earth.
26 LeftOut/Wayne Besen What's wrong with Richard Cohen’s conversion therapy:

27 OutRight/tale Camenter Picking apart Peter Pace's Don't Ask, Don't Tell policy.

30 InsideOutb/Amise D, Parker The controller takes a look at the special election,
34 AIDS Watch/kelly & McCann The quest for a ;:r';lt'l]uul vaccine to fight HIV.

Features

12 OutFront Main Street Theater does Sir Noél Coward, the HATCH prom
challenge. Phoiographs by Blase DiStefano, Mark Higber!

38 Best Friends for Life There were no closets in Camelot, JFK's
best friend was a gay man. By Blass DiStefano

46 Reader, Writer, Mother Robin Reagler runs Writers in the Schools,
raises two girls with her partner, and blogs. By Marene Eustin

48 Travel Out Our annual GLBT travel guide. By Kin Gustavsson, Alan Moehlz, Josef Molnar

52 A Peek at Pride Get out yvour Blackberry and enter these preview dates
for Pride Month in June. By Nancy Ford

54 'Spamalut' | Am Ken Davis, stage manager for the Pythonesque musical,

isn’t a lumberjack, but he's OK. By Ounalevan Maings
56 Family Time Two Houston couples’ quest to foster family. By Natasha Avey

Arts & Entertainment

60 LookOutMancy Ford The many-personalitied Jade Esteban Estrada returns
62 Ql.leer Quﬂtes Blase DiStefane Stephen Co Ibert, Rose Me(Gowan, more

64 DVD/VHS MNancy Ford & John Stiles Notes on a Scandal and The History Boys go to

school. Plus Big Dreams, Mr. Leather, more by Eric AT Dieckman, Blase DiStefano, Jack Varsi

68 GrooveOut/Gegg Shapim The Klezmatics get Woody with it. Susan Werner

Oulv mdrt

testifies. Plus the latest from Macy

Gray, Alan Parsons, Amy Winehouse,

rore by g AT, Dieckman, Nancy Ford, Andrea Rodricks
74 ReadOut/awrens Farber Young Bottoms

In Love gets papered. Plus Strang:

Traveler, more by Angel Gurtis, Nancy Ford

Out & Ahout

76 OutLoud/sally Sheklow Getting
crystal-balled.

80 Calendar Tamarie Cooper’s
latest endeavor.

94 Bar/Club Guide True Unity
at Bella Aida Gardens,

96 SignOut/ily Roddy

98 SceneOut

About the cover: John F. Kennedy and his
friend Lem Billings (at right) in Palm

Beach, a photo from the new book Jack
& Lem: John F. Kennedy and Lem Bill-
ings—The Untold Story of an Extraor-
dinary Friendship. See page 38.

Advertisers’ Index
86 Business News
90 Classified
92 DutSmart Advertisers

Pxoro: Courtesy of The John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library and Museum, Columbia Point,
Boston, Massachusetts » Desion: Blase DiStefano

AP
WHAT WOULD YUU PAY FOR THE 2007 NORTH AMERICAN CA
INTRODQGING THE ALL-NEW AURA

[
219/ Month

224 HORSEPOWER 3.5L V6, TURN-BY-TURN NAVIGATION, AM/FM CO/MP3 PLAYER,

AND MUCH MORE!

THE 2007 SATURN OUTLOOK
+ STARTING AT -

$ "
ssgsl/;nﬁ 230 A

8-PASSENGER
SEATING!

26 MPG!

POWERFUL 270 HORSEPOWER 1 6L V6, TURN-BY-TURN NAVIGATION SYSTEM, STABILITRAK ELECTRONIC STABILITY
CONTROL, DUAL FRONT & SIDE HEAD CURTAIN AIRBAGS, JRD ROW SEATING STANDARD, AND MUCH MORE!

2007 SATURN VUE
from 51 4,995

SATUHN OF HDUSTDN

£
2007 SATURN ION
from S11,,995

SATURN OF HOUSTON

[' ‘--'.=-'|i1'

SATUANOF HOLSTOM

11?50 Old Katy Rnad 10050 SW Frwy 11901 Gulf Freeway
(281) 556-1400 (713) 777-6100 (713) 944-4550

www. HoustonSaturn.com




NOW PUBLISHING IN OUR 14™ YEAR!

Uﬁu I MEDITERRANEAN
i ODYSSEY

Associate Publlsher ymes T, Hurst .. AUGUST 9 - 19, 2'007

Editor [im Brookover .v.. .t th " t .t I

Creative Director/Entertainment Editor IsI e ancien capl ais of Greek gOdS' Roman
i warriors, Venetian seafarers and European noblemen.

Explore these gems of the Mediterranean while enjoying

the luxury and world class amenities of the ms Westerdam.

. ?!eeds Asﬁ(._sﬂmcmq Coptribsting Wiiters, Mitasha Ay Sile | After touring Venice, Dubrovnik, Corfu, Veletta, Messina,

* No Out of Pocket Expenses G e L s g e R | Salerno, Naples and Rome, enjoy a relaxing massage, a

713.529.{"}37 Lawrence Ferber, Marene Gusun, Donalevan | 5-star dinner, join friends for cocktails on deck, then enjay

world-class divas and entertainers and the hottest theme

Nurture yourself,
and you never know

what could bloom!

Senior Editor MNanc

* Peer Support Groups Graphic Artist [eress Anderson

» Counseling/Psvehiatry

i s parties featuring leading European and American DJ's.
' 5 Prices start as low as $1395°. Log on or call us today and
Photographers/lllustrators plan your odyssey.
Uahlton LeHart, Yvo s ¥
[
1
General Manager
: Account Executives Jack Berger, Thomas Chelena,

Wehb Content Manager Ann VWalton

Seniors Preparing for Rainbow Years

Mational Advertising Representative

. MONTROSE
B8 COUNSELING Legacy _,
I cENTER pcr A S

. i - " . - : iz ‘..- ..: :‘. : =l e - ; a— i s ; L most beautiful destinations ||1-_|l.=|,]|:u“ Glacier Bay. Juneau,
Culturally affirming, quality and affordable services. 520-7237 « 13/520-3275 Fox e _ = i 1

A} ] i . Apbfir .o XF \ e Sitka, and Ketchikan. Whale-watch from deck. kavak into an
Subscriptions: 373/12 Issues, $F40/2.4 lasus S Gy o ; . 3 : \

ALASKAN GOLD RUSH

SEPTEMBER 7 - 14, 2007

The natural malesty of Alaska awaits you' Join

RSVP from September 7 to 14 as we explore some of Al

The SPRY Program is funded by SAMHSA.

E-mail add b7 ancient fijord, marvel at the massive glaciers, rejuvenate at
=mall a ress: ellersdouismarimagazine.com i
. - == Uﬂ“fﬂ : AR w 3 e Spa and revel in the good company of 1,380
701 Richmond Avenue * Houston, Texas 77006-5511 Way £3 YVlisine ssldeett il s v ke Sl . A : g -
f Waled Wy vl the : ; FiRe s AR R e other RSVP guests from the world over. Guests will enjoy
www.montrosecounselingcenter.org e : : T e e S

days aboard the ultra-modern, luxurious and intimate n

Amsterdam. This is one of our most popular cruises. Prices
start as low as $995°. Log on or call today ta book this spec

tacular Alaska cruise!

PC PROBLEMS.

For more information wsnt us

PC Hnme‘i‘ech“

Computer Services SgeeSngy 7+~ WAL S2~Sel | 1.800.328.RSVP (7787)
NEW SET-UPS » TROUBLESHOOTING » TUNE-UPS | ” or call your travel agent

‘ Sfast, in-home help. | \uaowese s sorrvare LTINS » TUTORIALS /// VER|F|ED
i 832.496.9246 Bt

£ .
[ | again. More than you ever imagined.
\‘}5_“_:{/} www.pchometech.com

6 MAY 2007 QutSmart




= rogram to build and g
HaVE SomE FUN oN | i ou
| uty et s
GEILWEQTON IgLaND! TALK ABOUT PRIDE | e quo is not so dire that an in
hough |am not gay, Nar ar ’ mediate change is required
it | am sh ale 1 - g Ve na the tume 1t
| Ho e
I 2 1 COr Mike Craig ‘
A : OUR FAR-FLUNG
de.!" March Ou | § ) . CORRESPONDENTS
Even as an outsider t The groufdibreaking ; reetings from Taipei. | er
i 0 f hitsH ad the artide on Hin-}
Y n Set ' Humnﬂevol&?i?ﬁ# (=il yed e artide.onl fig 0
£
bf.mr:ﬂ Garrett
. t Bre ast
:  Hour Each Wek
¥ L : Jodi Pence
Two ‘;..\.'umm-lﬁil Pools for Year-Round Fun : MORE HIP-HOP RAP
woan pool | |
More Resort Amenities
| f | . 3 1 + {
| plTeS R lHE S :,..:-. JD Doyle
Group Sales &
Catering Servica
From $119 Sun-Thurs, b L ki
May 2007 ' "
Not valid holidays and special events wee it
Rates subject to avallability
VOICES OF THE NULLS Our Bella Vista Collection is bella indeed: a beautiful example of modern ltalian design and of
HAWTHORN t 2 thought—would've been quality Italian craftsmanship that's been handed down generation fo generation. Bella Vista is
e § | T G e distinguished by its sycamaore veneers and gleaming sable finish. Woodworking of this level of artistry
at : is rare these days, and the reason you must visit Cantoni and see the collection firsthand.
The Victorian Resort

£300 Sesiialts Calosaron success” wil look like: Then we can miove on to e N‘” canton| HOUSTON + 9889 WESTHEIMER » 1 BLOCK WEST OF GESSNER e 713.787.9494
800-231-6363 those goals for Houston Pride celebrat m HOURS  MONDAY - FRIDAY: 10-7PM, SATURDAY: 10-6PM, SUNDAY: 1-5PM

§¥ WWW.haWthOI'n.Com al]] --- :-:. ; ,: PIE . ., ,“ .; I .: o FURMITURE » ACCESSORIES - DESIGN STUDID

ATLANTA = DALLAS + HOUSTON & |[RVINE = LOS ANGELES s CANTONI.COM




THERE ARE MANY GOOD REASONS TO LOSE SLEEP.
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Snoring may lead to sleepless nights and strained
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The Pillar Procedure®

FDA cleared and clinically proven

— e — z < -

m continued from page 8

story an us in the Apnl issug John Keliett and Irv
the PFLAG e-mall list, and I'm

vhich to

ready had one lette
paper, so that's a step

Sue and Jim MNull

Brevard, North Camolina

ul impact. But |

;._.f;.ll',hc-_ in the local new

A DIFFERENT TRUTH

O usion that a fair-minded rea

ding up to the Irag
And vou are tully

HOUSTON
BALLET

Stanton Weleh  Artiatic Director

High satisfaction with patients and partners

3 implants

“stiffen”

the

One time, brief, in-office procedure

| soff palate

S to reduce
5ﬂDF|ng.
[+
Raza Pasha, mp 3 I) h:
Board Certified: American Bonrd of Otolaryngology ﬂ.\-.r ;18 l“l
281.920.5558 Stus & Allergy Center
breathefrealv.com Snoring & Sleep Center

West Houston Docters’ Cline » 121231 Richmoend Ave. Suie 04 » Houston, Teens TTOE2-2437

Steve Melton MS, LPC, LM\

» Gay/Lesbian Issues
+ Depression = Relationships

« Anxiety

» Addiction  * Self Esteem

713.560.6496
4200 Montrose

10 MaAY 2007 OutSmart

| wiould like

the mnipotent |
Fiow will it cut spen: Iclge
Howw wall it wan the wal
3. VWho does it want to w sl
15 ChHIAN
15 I
of only about

AUNE on times

swrnment, [aryl

CORRECTIONS
In the April ssue, we 1
mation on the w

Frec 0 ook The

e It W

W fied actiast and Queer
hrost | Sue and Jin
{("Mull Vo e, Bell currently s
as the s Texas chapter ¢

Mational Crganization for Women,

LOVE LETTERS! HATE MAIL?
Send to Letvers, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX
77006, or e-mail to lettersfoutsmartmagazine. com.

¥ Magnetism

May 24 — June 3

-9

Three Houston premieres. Three tales of discovery.
Clear is a sensual and abstract study of life's connections
by Stanton Welch. Set to Stravinsky's powertul
Les Noces, Siadebka t’:.‘c[‘:h‘n'cs the range ot emotions
experienced by a Russian peasant couple on their
\'.'L'([:Hmc’_ :1.'1:\'. And Christopher Wheeldon's Carnival of
the Animals provides a fantastic voyage into the mind
of a child who falls asleep in New York's Museum ol
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A real girl? Or a doll? In the fanciful toy workshop of
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dancing toys, delighttul score and breathtaking sets
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Bavarian village, this whimsical love story is touched

by magic and dappled with light-hearted comedy.
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109. 227 ARTS

www.houstonballet.org




OutFront

A .

T

.w;
R

R

=

b ‘t

Blase DiStefano

12 MAY 2007 OutSmart

Right now
Jesse is
fighting HIV.

REYATAZ™ (atazanavir sulfate) Capsules

WERDEFIS

Individual results may vary.

REYATAZ, a protease inhibitor (PI) taken in HIV combination therapy*:

# Can help raise your T-cells
# Can help lower your viral load to undetectable'
% Low chance of diarrhea (shown in clinical tri

E th 1-3¢ 0
REYATAZ does not cure HIV, a serious disease,
or help prevent passing HIV to others.

ASK YOUR DOCTOR if REVATAZ, in HIV combination therapy, can help you fight HlU your Way.

1e of

vir sulf sithout
er. This list of medi-
prescription and non-
prescription medicines, vitamin and herbal
supplements, or other health preparations you are
taking or plan to take with your healthcare provider.

REYATAZ does not cure HIV or help prevent passing HIV

to others,

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION:

Do not take REYATAZ if you are taking the following

medicines: ergot medicine

e not k t
Other side effects o
» Diabetes and high blood sugar may in patients medicines include; n

and could be a symptom of 3 heart

*Yellowing of the skin and/or eyes ma
se5 in bilirubin levels in the

:i. Bristrsl-Myers Squibb

REYATAZ fs & revystered trademsark of 8ristol-Meyirs Sequibl Company v 2007 Bristod-Myers Squibl Company, Princeton, NI 08543 USA.  eSTUSOTABDSS0d D407

Please see Important Patient Information about REYATAZ on the next page.
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PATIENT INFORMATION BONLY
REYATAZ" (RAY-ah-taz)

(generic name = atazanavir sulfate) Capsules

ALERT: Find aut about medlcws that should NOT be uken wlr.h REYATAZ ililazﬂr!avlt sulfate]. |
h tnar medcaes

ha sBction

What impartant information should | know about tking REYATAZ with other medicines?

Do nent 1ake REYATAZ if you take the following medicings (not all brands may be |isted; tell your healtheare
pravider atiout all the medicings you take). REYATAZ may cause serious, [ife-threatening side effects or death
when used with these medicines
® Er |
M

Does REYATAZ cure HIV or AIIS?

A2 tnd CRIGIVAN
HE!‘AIAZ does not cure HIV infection or AIDS, Af presei

or ZOCO
i O

s It i5 very impartant that you see your healthcare u,_. “m I;alse ul [..Ilnumg medlrlnr\-q with HL?A‘AI becawse 1.nr.’y mn-; krwgr fhi amount n!l REYATAZ in your bilnad.
2 o REYATA ar Wi irees avalop

iryastating

prowider mgut:lny whiie taklnu HE‘mTﬁI
REYATAZ does not lower your chance of passing HIV 1n nﬁwrmnﬂle mmug v sexual contact, sharing needles,

Who should not take REYATAZ? ale), b
Oa nat :’:e RE":E’.‘I i "'g“:. Do ot take the following medicing |f you are taking REYATAZ and NORVIR® together.
are ma certan megicings

» VFEND

What should | tell my healthcare provider before | take REYATAZ?
Tell your heaithcare provider:
. |l ygu are pregnnn! or n{anmng 1] necnrnr pregnan

JANT (dowegi

MUNE® {sirolimnzs

if you hm dlabms
H you have hemophifia. Sae W
About all the medicines you take o

-

FANGE

REYA

How should | take REYATAZY
* Take HE‘M“M ONCE 2Very dn]’ tuctlras instructed by your bealthcare provider. You

TAGAMET

Woman who use hirth contrel nllls or "me mtrh" should chaose lerrrnI kind of contraception. REY

ol il the wrodes

.mw-ays take REYATAZ wml fuod 1
the capsules Tik )
if you are taking Jntmd; or dldanmlms (VIDEX® ar VIDEX® EC), 1
maicings.

If you are taking medicines for indigestion, heartburn, ar ulcers such as ANID® [nizati
{tamotiding), TAGAMET® (cimatidine), or ZANTAC® {ranitidine], fik 10 you BT &5
Do not change your dose or slop mrum; REYATAZ without first ta Ilnnq w-th your ﬂeatrhcarv providor. 1155
impartant 1o ¢ A RE

When wur supply ul REYATAL siansta er lmnr g

it iy ouan cart of REYA 1L

(] yuu imiss a dose of REYATAZ,
i s

f Ramembar

1. Know all the medicines you toke
2. Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take
3, Do not start a new medicing without talking to your healthcare provider.

How should | store REYATAZ?

-

-

anti-HIV msdlc 5
1 you take mare than the prescribed dose of REYATAZ, call your hes
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e Jd
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4 i childean undar 16

What are the IrIUI'FEIEItL In REYATAZ?
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ANYTHING
BUT
COWARDLY.
The New Yark Times
called Design for
Living his “clever-
est play” when it
debuted in 1932.
We call Sir Noél
Coward's tribute
to unconventional
love a perfect
appetizer to

Pride month.

In this Main

Street Theater »
production oo

directed hy
Claire Hart-Palumbo,
Design for Living
focuses on the
comedy that occurs
when boy meets
girl meets bay, all
of whom maintain,
“It's amazing how a
few insults can bring
people together in
three hours!” Per-
formances featuring
llich Guardiola (1),
Shannon Emerick [c],
and Dwight Clark as
the amorous three-
some begin May 10
and run through June
3 on Main Street
Theater's Rice Vil-
lage stage. Details:
713/524-6706,
www.mainstreet
theater.com.

i

[eL]

Photographed
by Mark Hiebert
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News Briefs

DATEBOOK

Houston Splash, the annual Black Pride
celebration, takes place May 3-7, at Houston
and Galveston locations. Activities include the
kick-off Declaration Ball on May 4, 10 p.m.-4:30
a.m,, at The Meridian, Details: 832/443-1016, www.
houstonsplash.com.

On May 6, Houston Gay & Lesbian Parents
celebrates Mother's Day by attending a 2 p.m.
performance of Alice at Wonderland at the 1894
Grand Opera House in Galveston. $10. Reserva-
tions: hglp@hglp.org

Central Market and Mockingbird Bistro are among
the participants in Taste of the Nation, the an-
nual food event benefiting Share Our Strength's
programs to end child hunger, on May 6, 5-8 p.m.,
at the Houstenian Hotel, Club & Spa. $85. Tickets:
713/355-7766, www.houstontaste.org.

People Opposed to Moving Qur Parade Out
of Montrose meets on May 9, 6:30 p.m, at the
Houston GLBT Community Center. Details: John
Nechman at 713/419-4067

Houston GLBT Community Center holds the
quarterly meeting foliowing up on the 2005
Conference on Houston's LGBT! Future (“The Gay
Agenda,” January 2006 QutSmart) on May 12, 1-4
p.m. Details; 713/524-3818, www.houstonglbtcom
munitycenterarg

The Men's Gathering Houston, the discussion
and support group for African American gay
men, begins meeting on the second and fourth
Saturday of the month, beginning May 12,6-8p.m.,
at the Houston GLBT Community Center. Datails:
tmaghoustontexas@amail.com.

National Transgender Advocacy Coalition, includ-
ing media director and Houston activist Vanessa
Edwards Foster, holds transgender lobby days
on Capitol Hill on May 16-17 in Washington, D.C
Details: www.ntac.org.

Pink Lotus USA founder and filmmaker Carl Han
("Proud People,” June 2006 OutSmart) hosts his
Love Party 2007 on May 19, 7:45-9:30 p.m., at
Hollywood Bistro, featuring the premiere of his
videos In My Eyes and Secrets of Love 07, Details:
www.carlsjourney.com.

Positive Brothers United, the support/social for
HIV-positive men and their families, holgs a pot-
luck on May 20, 2-5 p.m., at the Houston GLBT
Community Center, Details: positivebrothersunit
edi@yahoo.com

STAG/Some Transgenders Are Guys meels on
May 26, 5-6 p.m., at the Houston Area Community

Services transgender center. Details: www.stag.
transhouston.com

More: www,outsmartmagazine.com
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News Briers CompiLen By Nancy Forp

HISTORIC ACCESS

Gay and lesbian leaders, including a Houstonian, recall a time
the White House hosted them in a three-hour meeting—30 vears ago

hirty years ago, a start-up advocaey or-

ganization called the National Gay Task
Force (now the National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force) initiated the first-ever meeting
between the White House and more than a

dozen gay and lesbian leaders,
At that time
Midge Costanza,
the presidential as-
sistant for publie li-
aison for President
Jimmy Carter, met
with Task Force
co-chairs and board
members as well
as representatives
of gay and leshian
organizations for a
briefing on policy
issues affecting the
gay com [tmniT_\',

inside the gates now,” Anderson recalled.
“Midge welcomed him, saying, Frank, I'm
really glad to meet you finally. I'm just sorry
that it has taken so long to come into a house
that belongs to vou as much as it belongs to
anyone in this country.

“Elaine Noble
said that some of us
had been marching
outside the White
House gates so
long, we wondered
if there was an
inside, *

Anderson
recalled 1977 as a
time when Anita
Bryant became
famous for her anti-
gay rhetorie, calling

Charlie Brydon (I-r), Jean O'Leary, Bruce Voeller, Frank gays and lesbians

as it was called in Kameny, Myra Riddell, and George Raya leave the White “human garbage.”
those pre-inclusive  House after meeting with Midge Costanza, assistant to “But it was a

days. Costanza and  President Jimmy Carter, on March 26, 1977.

very exciting time,”

the gay and lesbian  photo by Bill Bland, Matianal Gay and Lesbian Task Force Records, Human added Anderson,

leaders were joined  Sexvafity Collection

by other Carter ad-

ministration staff, including Robert Malson,
the civil rights specialist for domestic policy.

The meeting marked the first time openly
gay and lesbian leaders were welcomed at the
White House and the first official discussion
of gay and lesbian rights in the White House,
Community activists who attended the 1977
meeting included Charles Brydon, Frank
Kameny, William Kelley, Elaine Noble, Rev.
Trov Perry, George Raya, Charlotte Spitzer,
and Pokey Andeson, the Houston equal rights
activist and author.

“I expected virtually nothing from this
meeting. [ did not expect to be really wel-
comed and really heard,” Anderson said in
a March 26 teleconference held by the Task
Force. “However, we were welcomed, and we
were heard.”

The meeting took place in the historic
Roosevelt Room, down the hall from the Oval
Office, Anderson said. “It was a weekend,
however, and Carter himself was not on the
grounds of the White House.”

The 1977 meeting lasted three hours,
with Costanza and other White House staff
posing thoughtful questions to the panel

“We presented facts and policy, but we
also spoke from the heart about things we
all knew about deeply—the impact of dis-
erimination against us and our community,”
Anderson said.

During the meeting, the point was made
that Franklin Kameny had marched outside
the White Housze in 1965, 12 vears earlier.

“Here we were in 1977, and Frank was

who went on to
help establish
the Gay Political Caucus, now known as the
Houston GLBT Political Caucus, “Harvey
Milk would be elected to public office within
the vear. It was a time of hope, when many of

us thought all we needed to do was tell our
story to America, and America would respond
by making good on the national promise of
freedom and opportunity for all.”

The 1977 meeting was a critical milestone
for the gay and lesbian community in terms
of gaining access to the country's most power-
ful leadership. Accordingly, the eriticism of
the Carter White House that followed was
intense. Appearing on the CBS news program
Face the Nation, Carter press secretary Jody
Powell responded, defending White House
staff who participated in the meeting,

“Costanza was only doing her job when
she used the Office of Public Liaison to allow
groups to present issues that they would like
the administration to address,” Powell said at
the time.

Costanza agreed, noting, “A basic tenet of
American government is the right of citizens
to petition that government.”

Thirty years later, the invisibility
that enveloped gay men and lesbians has
dissipated, Anderson said. “However, the
dynamic that makes one group of people
into scapegoats remains.

“I salute the open hearts and open
minds that people at the highest level of
American government met us with 30 years
ago, and hope to see a time like that again
S001.

continued on page 18
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JACK VALINSKI FETED FOR 25
YEARS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE

n a roast-and-toast considered long overdue

by many community leaders, longtime
Houston n;-q_|u<_L'|-r'L;1|l1.~i activist Jack Valinzki
was honored March 29 for his many years of
service to the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans-
gender community. Hpt]llrm'e-d |'ij\' the Houston
Equal Rights Alliance (HERA), the event was
held at South Beach nightelub,

“Jack is one of our best and has served our
community well for many years,” HERA presi-
dent Tammi Wallace said. “The entire GLBT
community has benefited from his dedication.”

Supporters packed the South Beach front
bar to listen to comments from community
leaders including activists Ray Hill and Ed
Barnes, City Council member Sue Lovell, and
others. City Controller Annise Parker present-
ed Valinski with an official proelamation from
her office, thanking him for supporting her in
her eampaigns for City Couneil and controller.

That night, HERA also introduced Jack’s
Pack, a new fundraising effort for the advocacy
organization. Producer and co-host for the
KPFT radio program Queer Voices, a board
member of the Houston GLBT Political Cau
cus, and previous executive director of Pride
Houston, Valinski was recently named director
of operations for HERA, managing the GLBT
community database (see “Milestones,” page

20). Details: www.houstonera.org,

The promise of an experience

unlike any other.

HOME FURNISHINGS

eclectic

345 W 19TH ST

HOUSTON

HEIGHTS 713.869.1414

City of Houston Controller Annise D. Parker was among
the people who honored activist Jack Valinski on
March 29.

SPECIAL ELECTION EARLY VOTING
CONTINUES THROUGH MAY 8

arly voting continues through May 8§ for
the special City Council election. The
election on May 12 determines who will serve

as the representative to City Council At Large

Pasition 3, the seat that Shelley Sekula Gibbs
vacated last vear when she ran unsuccess-
fully for Congress.

Among the 11 eandidates seeking the
council i,‘l»-itiuu are two |1p|-|'-_|_l.' gay men,
Log Cabin Republicans-Houston president
Noel Freeman and Ivan Mayers. However,
the Houston GLBT Political Caucus PAC
endorsed Melissa Noriega, a special projects
manager for the Houston Independent School
Distriet, in its March ;_'e'll!'l'.li meeting for

the position. Noriega, who is married to state
representative Rick Noriega, will speak at the
caucus monthly meeting on May 2, 7 p.m., at
the St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Havens
Center.

Voting information: www.hglbtpc.org,
www. harrisvotes.org/Early Voting.

LESBIAN HEALTH INITIATIVE
EVENTS SEE CHANGES

he Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI) has

set its next Rainbow Health Fair for Sat-
urday, June 2, 8:20 a.m.—3:15 p.m. Available
services will be more limited compared to LHI
screening events in the past. Pap tests will
not be offered at this health fair, representa-
tives said, though Pap tests continue to be
available at no cost as a scheduled appoint-
ment at the Legacy clinic.

The health fair, held at the Legacy Com-
munity Health Services, will continue to offer
mammograms through its eollaboration with
the M.D. Anderson Caneer Center Mobile
Mammography Program at no cost to women
ages 35 and up who are part of the greater
Houston area GLBT communityv. (To schedule
a mammogramn, call T13/426-3356.)

LHI will again offer some other screen-
ings for hlood pressure, blood sugar, Ale for
diabetes, total cholesterol, and blood typing.
Health professionals will also be on hand to

discuss the screening results with clients,

upon request. Details: www.lhihouston.org.
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Robert Seeley, The
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BAYOU CITY WOMEN’'S CHORUS

7:30 PM
Bering Church

$20 General Admission

To order tickets call 713-521-7464, or visit
www.BayouCityPerformingArts.org

GAY MEN’'S CHORUS OF HOUSTON
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The songs of Judy Garland

Featuring songs from
Wizard of Oz
Meet Me in St. Louis
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Saturday, June 16, 2007
7:30 PM
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Group rates available for 10+
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Dieo Kay Longcope, the veteran journalist
and founding editor and publisher of The
Texas Triangle, on
March 29 at the Chris-
topher House hospice in
Austin. She was 69 and
had been battling pan-
creatic cancer, Longcope

and partner Barbara
Wohlgemuth launched
the Austin-based Tri-
angle in October 1992,
In lf!‘.-'h_ Longcope and
Wohlgemuth sold the
weekly newspaper, which developed into TXT
Muagazine under the ownership of the Dallas
Voice (and ended publication in 2005). Before
atarting the 'f'.".':r.'ir,';;"
vears at The Boston Globe, where she reported
on civil rights and gay and leshian issues
Longcope is survived by Wohlgemuth,

e, Longeope worked for 22

her partner of 17 years, and their sons Nick
and Ted Blaine.
convey to you what an AmMazing person she

March 30 Austin

Statesman article about l.-'ln:_‘_:'ll‘!h-

*T just don’t know how to

was,” Wohlgemuth said in a
Amer

“She said the newspaper inspired gay Austin
citizens to identify with their community and
instill a sense ul']n'id‘ People just ]-:\'- d it be-
different from any other gay
paper. It was a paper they could show their

cause 1L was jus

parents or leave on their coffee table.”

DreamMaker
Bath & Kitchen
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257+ Anniversary Mike Jernigan and Gaard
Egeland recently celebrated their 25th an-
niversary as a couple. On the occasion of their
gilver anniversary, we asked the couple to of-
fer some thoughts on maintaining a relation-
ship. Mike (r) sent the following:

“It was 1982 in Murfreesboro, Tennessee

He and his friends fre-

taurant
where T worked after
school and that's how
we met, The attraction
was swift and powerful

quented the re

48 are many romances
of youth. Looking back,
we seemed fearless
and almost oblivious
to the challenges of our type of relationship

in an early E'i“ﬂl« small-town ||1L'|.1'L ity, We
were lucky in many respeets. Our relationship
has seen conflict and resolution, individual
and the evolvement of
the gav lifestyle to a standard unimaginable

growth and sacrifice,

23 Years ago,

“It does get easier and the grass does get
greener on vour side of the fence, if you stay
on your side

“A few guick tips we've found helpful:

1. Be prnu:ii of the two of vou.

2. Listen, listen, and listen to your partner.

3, Expect acceptance {rom everyone.

i, Adapt once in a while

5. Be kind to the mother-in-law

6. Live far enough “out™ to disrupt

your social life

. o7

7. Make each other laugh hard and often.
8. Foster individual growth.”

COutSmart featured Egeland and Jernigan,
who both competed in the sand volleyball
eompetition at Gay Games VII in Chieago, in

our Gay Games/Outgames coverage last sum-

mer (“They Got Game,” July 2006 Out
Hirep Jack Valinski as director of operations
for Houston Equal Rights Alliance. Valinski,
who is former executive director of Pride
Houston and producer and co-host of the
KPFT radio program Queer Voices, will work
on the GLBT voter database project.

Hirep Mary Urban as the new director of
operations for Pride Houston. Marian

LaSalle is the new Pride Houston director of

development

Encacep Ryan Lindsay and lohn Palmer in
Central Park in New York City
Lindsay, who is an attorney, and Palmer, the
well-known Houston artist, plan an October
13 wedding at The Lovett Im:

n September

SEND YOUR NEWS
Send information regarding commitment cer-
emonies/marriages, births, deaths, or other
events regarding people in the community to
editor @ outsmartmagazine.com.

mart ),

HOUSTON BLACK TIE DINNER
NAMES BENEFICIARIES

fter contributing $80,000 to nine GLBT organizations in 2006,

rganizers of the Houston Black Tie Dinner say the organization
plans to give even more to local service groups this year

The I"l'l_'l_‘|'7||]_\' announced seven beneficiaries of the 2007 Houston
Black Tie Dinner, scheduled for November 10 at the Hyatt Regeney
Hotel Downtown, are the PFLAG/HATCH Youth Scholarship Fund,
Bering Omega Community, PFLAG Houston, Montrose Counseling
Center, Casa de Esperanza de los Ninos, AIDS Foundation Houston,
and AssistHers.

“We're proud to continue the tradition of celebrating and
supporting such a diverse group of local erganizations that began some
14 years ago with the first Houston Black Tie Dinner,” president Scott
Nettles said

Sinee 1993, the Houston Black Tie Dinner has distributed more
than $2 million to local nonprofit organizations that primarily serve
the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender community.

Details: www houstonblacktiedinner.org

THE FUTURE OF PRIDE:
WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Il: April, OutSmart began condueting a survey to poll readers about
a possible move of the location and date of the Houston GLBT
Pride Parade and Festival in 2008, Express your opinion at www,
outsmartmagazine.com. To learn more about the issue, read “Two
Sides of Pride,” March 2007 OutSmart, and “Whither Pride?”
2007 OutSmart.

January

ON THE WEB:
Read more News Briefs at www.outsmartmagazine.com.
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INDICATION: ATRIPLA™ (efavirenz 600 mg/ e ol : '\ i N S
emtrici ) ma/tenofovir di X s, A | N ATR’P[A one p’ll da’Iy
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ATRIPLA does not cure HIV of prevent drowsiness, unusual dreams, e pr
passing HIV to others. See your healthcare
provider reqularly.
[MPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION:

Contact your healthcare provider right away
if you experience any of the following side
eftects or conditions associated with ATRIPLA:

« Nausea, vomiting, unusual muscle pain,
and/or weakness. These may be signs of a
buildup of acid in the blood (lactic acidosis),
which is a serious medical condition.

+ Light colored stools, dark colored urine,
and/or if your skin or the whites of your
eyes turn yellow. These may be signs of
serious liver problems.

« If you have HIV and hepatitis B virus (HBV),

your liver disease may suddenly get worse ~ P'°' vider should do regular bloo
if you stop taking ATRIPLA. Do not stop  * Pregnancy: Women should not hecnme

taking ATRIPLA unless directed by your nregnant whlle takin MRIPU-
healthcare provider. ( '

Do not take ATRIPLA if you are taking the

following medicines because serious and

life-threatening side effects may n_a._rhen

. Bleast Feedmg Wumen with HI".’ shnuld
not breast-feed becaus:
HIV through thetr milk to t
ATRIPLA = |
and caus Indmdual I'ESII -

-

The first and only complete HIV regimen in one pill daily.
i s ot ATRIPLA may be taken alone or with other HIV medicines.

I you hj”‘_. » Effective: proven to lower viral load to undetectable and |
help raise T-cell (CD4+) count through 48 weeks of a clinical study.

* * One Pi", Once a DEIV: Take on an empty stomach,
|

)0 r he ‘ i ' : I 4
bl r”m ol e preferably at bedtime, and you're done with ATRIPLA for 24 hours. &
i ‘-"°f| ha?fdem 4 I'“eh“‘f' Mlness of Taking ATRIPLA at bedtime may make some side effects less bothersome. A I Rl PL A
use liegal drugs or aicono ou or someone you know needs he HH . 2 " i T 4

e 4 : x S hesa e b s S * Tolerability: well-established patient experience in clnical studies

(1-838-477-2669). O go to www,ppar.org with the three proven medicines in ATRIPLA. I
T Undetectable was defined as a viral load of less than 400 copies/ml.

.} A
other anti-HIV drugs
Ihls |lSl uf mEdI(Ir;IES ;Sh"m mmpipate i ‘ _: bl Ll
Discuss with your healthcare provider a LA INCIge L : o
prescription and nonprescription medicines, I et 4 ' ASk your dD(tﬂI’ If ATR'P[A i "gm ful' Yo ” a” adds up to one.m
vitamins, and herbal supplements you are ¢ ; e

& 'SD': _ el 2] ay ¢ W =
taking or plan to take. ] : . .
Contact your healthcare provider right vy should t: c daily on an visit www.ATRIPLA.com

away if you experience any of the following ot <t A at bedtime - * ATRIPLA is a combination of 3 HIV medicines - SUSTIVA® (efavirenz), EMTRIVA® (emtricitabine), and VIREAD® (tenofovir disoproxil fumarate).

side effects or conditions: may make some side eli@ l |_ s bothersome Y SIS e A : X
« Severe depression, strange thoughts, Please see Patient Information including “What is the most important information | should know about ATRIPLA?” on the next page.




PATIENT INFORMATION B ONLY
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PLA™ (uh TRIP tuh Tablets

ALERT: Findl out abaut medicines that should NOT be taken with ATRIPLA (efavirenz 600 ma/emiricitabine 200 mg/
tenafavir disapraxil temarate 300 mg).
Please aso read fhe section “MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH ATRIPLA.™
Genen: name: etavines, emiricitabing and fenciovie disoprixdl fumaris {sh FAH vih renz, am i SIT uh baan and e NOE' fa voer
dye sog PROR I| FYOU mar i)
Fead the Patiant information fhat comes with ATRIPLA before ‘?:uu start faking it and each Bme: you pet & rafill since these may
e niew infarmation, Thes informiaian does not take e place of talking to your heafhoare provider aboud your medical condition
or treatment You shouht stay under 2 healtheare provider's care when faking ATRIPLA. Do nol change or stop your
medicing withouwt first talking with your haatthcare provider, Tk 10 your healheane provides or pranmacist if yu have
any questions about ATRIPLE.
What s the most impartant information | should know abeut ATRIPLA?
Some paeple who have taken medicing Iike ATRIPLA (which contains nucleoside analogs) hove developed 2
serinus condition calind lactic acidesis (hutkd up of 80 acid in 1he hinod). Lactic acidosis can be & madical amemenny
and may need fa be treated in tha hospaal, Gall your healthcare provider right away if you get the following signs or
!!mphrlh of lactic acidosis:
You feel vry weak o fined
Yo hive peusual (red nonmal muscle pain
Yiou have frouhle breatiing
Yois have stomach san with nauses and vomiting
You fee! cold, pspecially in your arms and l2gs
You leg! tRezy or lightheaded
You have 0 st or iregular hesrsaat
* Same peaple who five taken madicines ke ATRIPLA have dovelopad sariods liver problems called hepatotodaity,

with [iver enlgrgement (hepatomegaly) and tit in the bver iseatosis). Call your healthcare pravider right awry if you get

the following signs or symptoms of lver

*  Your skin or the whilte part of your eves turms yellow (aundice).

*  Your uring fums dark

®  Your bowe moverngnts (slocks fum light in color

o You dor't fee! Bk eating food for several days or loager.

o YU el sick o your stormach (nauses)

* o have kower stomach area fbdomingl) ain
* You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or lfver probioms if you are fentale, very ovenasight (ohasel o hawe
Been taking 'Ihcllftlilﬁ‘mlﬂ' containing medicings, ke ATRIPLA, for 2 long time
If you atso have Hepatitis B Vinss (HEY) infection and you stop taking ATRIPLA, you may get a “flare-up® of your
hepatitis. & “flare-up" is whan the disease suddenly returns in 2 warse way than before. Patients wish H8Y wha slop
Taking ATRIPLA noed close medical follow-up for several months, Including mackcal exams and bicod tasts 1o check lor
hepaiis that could be gatting woese. ATHIPLA i not apgiraved for the tretment of HEV. so yu must dscuss you HEV
Eharapy with your heaiheane pmm]u
What is ATRIPLA?
ATRIPLA contaims 3 medicmes. SUSTVAY jofavres), EMTRIVA® (emiricitabine) and VREAD® menofovr disoprodl fumaraie also
talled tanofovir OF) combingd in oni pill. EMTRNG and VIREAD 6re HIV fhuman immunadesciancy virs) miclacsioa anslag
neerse transcriptass inhidnes (NAITE; and SUSTIVA & an 1V non-nocieosde araion reveese transcriptoss inhibeor (NNETI).
VIREAD and EMTRIVA are the components of TRUVADA®, ATRIPLA can be wsed alone complele regimen, o in
combsration with oiher aeti-HIV medicines b ineat peopla with BNV infection, ATRPLA ks for agafls age 18 and over. ATRIPLA has
not e shudied in chidren under age 18 o aduits over aga B5
WV Infection destroys CD4 (T) calls, which are important & the immuse system. The immuse system halps fight infectian

#tor o karpe number of T eaie ore destoyed, acouied Immune seficancy syndrome |AES; devalaps

ATRIPLA {gfavirenz 600 mo/smiricitabine 200 my/tenolovs disopminil fomarata 300 mgg heips biock HIV réverse transeri
i vir chemiical in your body lensyme) (et is readed Tor MV o multiply, ATRIPLA lowers the amoant of HIY in the bk -:.:IJ
gy, ATRIPLA ietairena 500 mig/emiriciabing 200 mg/tenciovir disspesel furarats 300 mg) iy #50 nely to incraase B
numiber of T cells (04 cails), ailowing your immune syshem prove. Lowering e amount of RV in tha Hood b the
chancs of desth of infechons that happan whan your mmune system i weak opportunishic intections
Does ATRIPLA care HIV-1 or AIDS?

-lerm eflects
C ngitiors that happen with HIV nfection. Oppartunistic infections e
1I o immupe sysiem ks weak. Soma of these cunditions are preumonia, harpas virgs

U v covpies (WAG) ifection. 1t is wery important that yoo ses your haatthearn nmmhr

of ATRELA & 1ok kmown &l this D, People taking

I'|1I:1"J‘|15 ] lvl',-nu;

wihila taking ATRIPLA.

Does Tﬂwmhnskﬂwwm-Thm

ATRIPLA has not been shown to lower your chance of passing HIV to other people through sexual contact, sharing

negedies, or being exposed 1o your bioad.

+ Do not share needles or other injsction exuipment,

» [ nol share personal items hat can have Bload or body Nalds on them, fike tosthbrushas of rasor blaces.

+ Du not hae amy kind of sex without prokection. Always prachice safer s by wsing & tten o polyurethare condom of
olher barmar io recuce t charce of sexusl contact with semen, vaginal secrutions, or bined

‘Who should not take ATRIPLA?

Togishar wilf your heaithiar: peovider, you naod 1 oecite whother ATRE'LA i5 nght 1or you

Da nit toke ATRIPLA i you a allergic to ATHIPLA ar ary of fts ingredie hie dctive ingredients of ATRIPLA am eleviren:

amiricitahing, @ nofov OF. See e and of this leafiet bor g compbete i of ingredients.

MMIMEMWWWU{W*W?

Tell your healthcare pnmunr it you
Are tor t became (502 “Wihiat should | void while: Taking ATRIFLA™)

Are broas!-feading isee “What should | aveed while taking ATRIPLAY"

Have kidney pmblenu o are undergoing kidney dialysis treatment,

Hawe bone protlems.

Haxve liver probhems, mruum-u Hepatitis B Virus infection. Tour healihcae provdar mary want 1o oo 1esis 1o chack your

iwer while you faka ATRIPLA.

Have ever had rmrrlllmrmurmmwdmw or aloohal.

Hareg ever kad selzures or are taking medicine for selzures.

‘What important informiticn shoaid | hmmmtlnummmesm ATRIPLA?

ATRIPLA may changs the effect of ofher medicines, including the ones for HIV, and may cause serious side effacts. Your

nealthcane provider may chamie your olher medicines or change their doses, fher medicines, inclting harbal products, may

affect ATRIPLA. For this reasan, it s very importent to let all your heefthcare providers and pharmacists know what
megications, vebal suppleminis, or wiarming you are fuking.

MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH ATRIPLA

* Thy Solipwnng medi Ty Caioe Seviogs ar I'rln-lr-'ﬁlle--'ml-: it
e oy 0f troes medicines whila faking ATRPLA: Hismarol® {aslemiole
Hetlchon'™ firazckamy, ergol medications fr axamgse, Wigralnu® and Caler
» ATRIPLA 850 shoild not ba nsad with GOMBIVI®, EMTRIVA, EPIVIR®. EFIVIR-HBWS, EFZICON™, TRIZIVIT®, SUSTIVA
TRUWALA®, or VREAD,

» Wrend™ (variconazole] should not be taken with ATRIPLA since it may lose s effect of may morease the chance of havng sice
iflects from ATRIFLA

Wi a0 imgartant to tell your heafhcare provider if you are taking &y of the fallowing:

» Fotovess® Invirase® isaguinavin, o Bindn® (clamtomyn; these medicings may nesd to be replacad with anather
medicine when taken with ATRIPLA

» Crixivan® (indinavie); Methadons, Mycobutin® jrifabuting, Rifempin, cholesterol-lowering madicines such as Lipior®
(uforvastatiny. PRAVACHOL® (wavastefing, and Zocor® (snvastatin) or Zolah® (sertraine); Iﬂusnrniclms may need o

ve thelr dose changed when tiken with ATRIPLA.

* Videx™ Vicer® EG (didanasing). tanofovir DF {a component of ATRIFLA) may increase thie amount of ditlanasing » your biood
whlch could eesull in more side effects. You may need lo be monitored more canefully if you ame teking ATRIFLA and
didenosng fogether. Msc, the dose of didanasine may need i be chianged

» Ryataz® (ainzanar sultrte) of Kaletrs® (lopinawininsonaviri: these medicimes may increase the amount of tanotowr OF i
comporert of ATRIPLAL in yaur oo, which coutd resu® in more sde #ects. You may nead i be monttoned mon: carofully
i Are tiing ATRIPLA and effner Aeyatns or Kaletma fogethar. Also, the dose of or Kaiatra may nesxd tn be changed.

» Medicing for seirumes [for axample Dilantin®™ [péenytaind Te;wll;ll" (carbamazeping), ar phanobarbilal]; your hesiihcan
provkder may want to switch you So ancther medicinn or chack drug Eveds in your blood from fime b fime.

* Taking 5t John's worl (Wypericum parforatum), or praducts containing 51 Joha's worl with ATRIPLA Is not

whin taen with ATRIFLA, You should nat
Propulsit® {cisapride), Versed™ (modamiam)

recommended. 51 John's wort = & herbal product 5ok a5 6 dietary supplament. Talk with your heatthesre peovider i you are

taking or are planning to fake St John's wort Taking St Joba's wort may decresse ATHIPLA kevels and lead I incressed vl

I aned possiis remstance t0 ATRIPLA of cross-resistancs to other ali-HIY drugs.

Theese are not all the medicings that may cause problems i you take ATRIPLA (etavirenz 600 mg/enstricitabing 200 mg!

tenofovir disoproxd| fumarate 300 mg). Be sura to tell your healthcars provider about all medicines that you take.

Weep-a complels 5t of all tha praseriohion and nonpréscription medicines 35 wal as any harbal remedies at you & taking,

howsy i you tae, and how otten you taics theam. Make a new |t when medicines or herbel remedies @ added or stopped,

ar i the dose changes, Give coples of (his fist 1o all of your healtheare orviders and pharmacisss every tima you vist your
heafhcan provider or 1 4 peescription, This. will give your nealthears povider a completa pictura: of the medicines you uss.

Then s or she can decide ne best apormsch for your shuaion

How should | take ATRIPLAT

Taka the axact amount of ATRIPLA your healthcare provider preseribas. Mever change the doss on your own. Do mal slop Bis

miding unlpsrl{nnr heatheare privider tess you In Stop

Yo shokild fke ATRIPLA on an enmply stomach

Swiillow ATRIPLA will weater,

Taking ATRIFLA 21 bedlime meny make some side effects less bothemome.

[ nof miiss 2 dosa of ATRIPLA. f you forpet o take ATRIPLA, taka the missed noss right away, Unless It i simaost time tor

o et dosie: [ ot doubie the et dose. Camy an with your ssqular dosing scheduia i you need help in planning fhe best

times jo ta=e your medicing, &k your healthcars provider o pharmacist

It ol bedfieve you took mare team Be prestribad amourt af ATRIPLA, contact your focal poisan confral center or emergency

roam right mey.

Tl your henfcare provider if you start amy new medicing or change how you fake ol ones. Your dases may need adustiment.

When your ATRIPLA suppey starts to run low, ged more from your haalthcare prwider or phanmacy. This & very Impertant

becauss the amownt of virus in your bood may increase f the medicine f= stonped for ever & ehort time. The virs may

feveion ressiaace i ATHIPLA and became harder 30 trest

Vowr healitcare provider may waat 1 do blond 15t 10 check o certan sde efiects white you kake ATRFLA

What should | avoid while taking ATRIPLA?

+ Women taking ATRIPLA should nol become pregnant. Serous birth defects hawe bean sean in the babies of anmats

ind woman traated with etavirens (& companent of ATRIPLA) during pregnancy. 1t &5 not knewn ‘whather etidrens caased

these dafects Tell your heslthcare provider right away if you are pregnant. Aiso talk with your healfhears provider if
you wasit ¥ becomii pregnant.

Warmen should not refy only on hormune-tsed beth eontrol. such as plis, injections, o impiants, becamse ATRIPLA may

mke thasg contraceptives inaffective. Women must wse a reliatdo farm of bariar coniracantion, steh 25 8 condom or

dinphragm, evan if they a0 use other mithods of birh confrol

Do not breast-feed if you are taking ATRIPLA, The Canfery for Diszase Control and Prevention recommend that mothers

with HI¥ not bresst-feed bacause they can pass the KNV fhrowugh thelr milk to the baby. Ao, ATREPLA may pass though

Iieaast milk and caise serious harm bo the baty. Talk with your healthears provider it yol 6 bragst-Sseding. Yau should stop

brias!-teeding O may need jo uae 3 difsrent medicing

Taking ATRIPLA (efavirenz 600 mg/emiricitabine 200 mg/Asnafovir disoproni] fumarate 300 mg) with aiobol or ather

madiciney g simitar side offeots as ATRIPLA, sueh as drowsiness, may incroase thass side effects

(o it ke sy other mesicings, including preseription and nonprescrgtion medicings and harbal prodiscts withoit chacking

wilh your hedlibeare provide,

+ Avoid dolng tings that can spread KIV infection snce ATRIFLA does nol stop you from pessing ihe SV infection o offers.

‘What sre he possible side effects of ATRIPLA?

ATRIPLA may caiiss th fallowing serious side affects:

* Lactic ncidesis (huildip of an acxd in the biood). Lactc stdosis can be & medical emargency and may nesd i be franted

In i hospital, Call your healthcara provider right ﬂm if you get signs of lactic acidosis. (See "What is e most

Imporint indormation | shousd know about ATRIPLAY

‘Serinies Iiver problems {hepatotouicity), with iver erdan;r'n-nr (hepatamegaly) and fat in fhe fiver {steatosis). Gall your

hisaltheane provider right 2way # you (el sy signs of beer problems. {Ses “What & e most jmportsd infemmaton | should

kv about ATRIPLAT")

“Flare-ups” of Hopatitis B Virus (HBV) infection, in which the deesss sidderdy setimns m & worss way han before, can

oceut i you have HBV and you st tasng ATRIPLA. Your hesfthcare provider will mositor pour condition for asseral manths

attér siopping ATREPLA i you hawe bofh HIV and HBY infection and may recommend treatmet for your HEV.

Serious psychiatric problems. A small number of patienis may experience severe depression, strange thoughis, or anary

behawtor whils taking ATREPLA, Some pasisnts have thoughis of suicide and o few have aciually commitiad suicide. Thase

ITCIEITS My DCCUr MOE e n paients v haves i ment finess Contnct yoor hesithears nrowider right ey i you think
; e Faving ese psychising sympioms, 5o your hesifhcars provider caa decds # you sa0ukl contiug fo tke ATHIPLA
1f o heve: bad kdney problerms in the pacst or take oifer medicines that can cavse kidney probleens, your

healtheare proviter shouk! G regquiar biood teets 1o check your kidneys
Changes in bone mineral density (Ehinning bonas). 11 is not known whether long- term use of ATRIPLA will cause
damage io your bones. I you hirvd had bone problanss in the past, your healfhcire prowder may need i o tests fo check
youst bone mineral dansity of may prescribe medicines i help your bors mireral density
Gomman side effects:
Patients may have dizzinaon. heatache, Troudle Sesping, Browsinass, IMUBiE Cocentrating, andior Lnusua (reams ounng
treiment with ATRIPLA. Thesa side effects may be reduced i you take ATRIPLA at bectime on an empty sinmach, They aiso
tend to o awap after you heve taken the meckcing for @ faw weeks. H you have these common ice effects, such &5 duzness
it does mat mean (hat yoo will aiso have sefous peychiainic probie severn dapresaion, strange Thoagiis, or angry
beeharvior. Tell your healttoare provider right awiy f amy of these side effects contine of f thay bother o, 18 possible Sat
thirs symptams: may be mor sevirn (f ATRIPLA & osad with alcohal or modad altefing (straef) drgs

If you are dizzy, hies trouble concentrating, o are drowsy, awoid activities thal may be dangerous, such as driving o

operafing michinery.

Rash may be common. Rashes usualy go awey withowt sy changs in reatment. In & small rumber of pabeals, msh may be

sarous. Il you devilop @ rash, call wur healScars provides Hgit mway.

[ither commin side affects includs tireoness, upset stomach, wmiting, gas, and dimhan

Other side effects with ATRIPLA inchude;

» Changes in body fal Changes In body fat develop i some patients taking anti-HIV medicine. These changes may include an
ereased amount of fat in fha upper back and neck {"buftlo hsmp™), in the breasts, and sound the frunk, Loss of fat from
e lags, arms, and face may also happen. The calse 2nd kng-tem health effcts of Mise 161 changes are not knowe

» Skin discoloration (small spols o freckiesh may a0 hapoen with ATRIPLA.

Tell yout beafthcars provider or pharmecist  you nofice any side effects while tsking ATRIPLA,

Gontaet yoor haathcare provider before stopping ATRIPLA because of side effacts or for amy atfer reasen

This is ot a comgilate list of side efiects possitis with ATRIPLA. Ask pour healihcare provider or phasmacist lor @ moee complele

list i 4o affpcts of ATRIPLA and ail the modicinas you wil ko

How do | store ATRIPLAT

= Keap ATRIPLA and all other medscines oul af reach of children.

 Store ATRIPLA at room temperature 77 °F (25 *C

= [Keep ATRPLA in ks origing container and keap e comtainer tighty coed

+ Do nol keen macicine that & out of date o fhat you no longer nead. ffyou throw sy madicines avay maka nes hal chidren
will ot find fhem

General information about ATRIFLA:

Meicings are sometimes prescribed for conditions that ars not mantioned in patient informetion lsaets, Du ol uss ATRIPLA

fir & condition for which it was nok prascribed, Dio not ghve ATRIPLA to other penple, oven if fhey have e same symploms

you have. 1t may harm them

This leafiet summarizes the most importaat informanon about ATRIPLA. If you would Jke more indammatian, talk with wus

healthcare provider, You can ask your healthcass provider or pharmacist for informalion about ATRIPLA that is writhen fo¢

health professioras.

[in et sa ATRIPLA B e 5eal over hoifle opening & braknn or missing.
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What a World

by Nancy Ford

NEVER SAY NEVERLAND

Did Walt himself lay the groundwork for same-sex Disney weddings?

he spontaneous outburst of GLBT

applause generated hy the announce-

ment should be sufficient to keep
Tinker Bell alive and well for decades.

Walt Disney Co., the folks who brought us
Disneys both Land and World, the same fine
folks who had the good sense (not to mention,
sense of humor) to cast our own Ellen DeGe-
neres as a fish in Finding Nemo, has opened
its parks’ and cruises' Fairy Tale Wedding
packages to same-gender partners.

“We believe this change is consistent with
Disney’s longstanding policy of welcoming all
guests in an inclusive environment,” Disney
Parks spokesman Donn Walker said, accord-
ing to a recent story in the Washington Post.

Seems logical. What could
possibly be gayer than a wedding
held on Disney grounds, regard-
less of the lovebirds' affectional
orientation? When attended by
a best man dressed like Aladdin,
even the straightest groom tends
to look a bit fey.

But what would Walt Disney
himself say about his company's
iiber-inclusivity? The man died
in 1966 (and no. he is not being
cryogenically preserved. Cre-
mated immediately following his death, his
ashes are interred at the Forest Lawn Memo-
rial Park in Glendale, California. The term
“Disney on Ice” means something entirely
different).

Turns out Walt agrees with his company’s
inclusive attitudes, I learned after Googling
“Walt Disney” and “gquotations”™:

'We keep moving forward, opening new
doors, and deing new things because we're
curious and curiosity keeps leading us down
new paths,” Walt testified from the grave.

Just like everything associated with Dis-
ney, the ceremony doesn't come cheap, Like
their hetero counterparts, homo couples are
reguired Lo plunk down a minimum of $4,000
for a commitment ceremony, Disney-styvle,
Side dishes, like maybe Cruella de Ville act-
ing as officiate, can elevate the tab to tens of
thousands of dollars

That not-insignificant coinage provides

you and vour significant other with an ar-

ray of Disney bling and benefits, not the
least of which is a ride in Cinderella’s eoach,
representatives say. But perhaps best of

all, familiar Disney characters will attend
the post-ceremony reception. (Go ahead
and fill in your own drunken Uncle Goofy
joke here.)

Regardless of the high price tag attached
to its nuptials, “Disneyland is a work of love,”
Walt insisted. “We didn't go into Disneyland
just with the idea of making money.”

And that's more than just pretty talk
from a dead guy with a thing for cartoons.
Walt Disney Co. consistently scores the
highest rating on Human Rights Campaign’s

corporate equality index for its treatment of

its GLBT employees. This, despite an eight-
year boycott of Disney joined by Focus on the
Family, the American Family Association,

“1 love Mickey Mouse
more than any woman

| have ever known.
—Walt Disney

and the Southern Baptist Convention in pro-
test of Gay Days at Disney parks that barely
dented the entertainment giant’s estimated
#30 billion annual bottom line. Even if it had,
chances are Disney officials wouldn'’t have
vielded to the conservative groups’ bullying,
based on more of Walt’s wisdom:

“Our heritage and ideals, our code and
standards—the things we live by and teach
our children—are preserved or diminished
by how freely we exchange ideas and feel-
ings,” Walt said.

Besides, “We are not trying to entertain
the critics,” he continued, adding, “I'll take
my chances with the publie.”

Considering the boycott and its residual
bad maojo trom some of America's most influ-
ential pulpits, one would have thought that
pulling off such inclusive practices as same-
sex marriage ceremonies would be nearly
impessible—but not for Walt.

“It's kind of fun to do the impossible,”
he said. “I believe in being an innovator...,
[ don't want the public to see the world they
live in while they're in the park. I want them

to feel they're in another world.”

Alarmingly, more Disney Googling led
to reports of Walt being anti-Semitie, anti-
Arab, anti-woman, and a supporter of Me-
Carthyism. It's unclear exactly what kind
of theme parks these themes might be best
promoted in—Communists of the Caribhean,
perhaps?

Regardless, Walt recognized early on the
impact a sympathetic Dumbo or a forgetful
Dory would have on his viewing audience,
and he won 22 Academy Awards to prove it.

“We have created characters and animat-
ed them in the dimension of depth,” he said,
“revealing through them to our perturbed
waorld that the things we have in common far
outnumber and outweigh those
that divide us.”

Perhaps most telling of all
is a glimpse into his inclusive
motivation is this confession
offered by Disney, despite his
41-year marriage to his wife,
Lillian: “I love Mickey Mouse
more than any woman [ have
ever known

Well!

If that weren't enough proof
that Walt coulda-woulda-shoulda
been a PFLAG daddy, check out these clos-
ing lyrics of “A Dream Is a Wish Your Heart
Makes" warbled by Cinderella:

“Have faith in your dreams and someday
your rainbow will come smiling through. No
matter how your heart is grieving, if vou
keep on believing, the dream that yvou wish
will come true.”

That’s right. Rainbow.

“When you believe in a thing, believein it
all the way, implicitly and unquestionably,”
Walt also said.

Admittedly, the quotes in this column
attributed to Walt Disney have been taken
completely out of context. The man, after
all, has been gone for decades. Maybe the
thought of same-sex couples cavorting hand-
in-hand throughout his parks is, in reality,
making old Walt’s ashes spin in a Fantasia-
like eyclone.

But based on the spirit of these random
guotes, maybe not.

So thanks for at least seemingly believ-
ing in equality for all couples in love, Walt.
Maybe it really is a small world after all. ®
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LeftOut

by Wayne Besen

THE RIGHT’S TOM CRUISE

Ex-gay movement gives its spokesman the boot. But why?

or nearly six years, Richard Cohen

was the Tom Cruise of the so-called

“ex-gay” movement. His book, Coming

Out Straight, was all the rage and i.'{L[C'i"“l.l('('!

L

him into the realm of superstar status. In

2000, he was even a featured therapy trainer
at the National Association for Research and
Therapy of Homosexuality’'s (NARTH) an-
nual convention in Washington’s prestigious
Mayflower Hotel.

?'l[ill-ll'\ of the religious right's elite, such
as Rev. Lou Sheldon and Bob Knight, graced
the gilded conference hall, which 1 also at-
|I'|1'l( |! \-Llni||' '.\HI'E\II'I:'.I::'I my book ."I..'.".':'.".’-'-’.':,

But Straight. During Cohen's presentation,

|'|"l
into heterosexuality” must find mentors

“I salicited all three of my straight male
mentors,” Cohen reealled. “Would vou hike
me to service you? I'm really good atit,’] told
each one of them. When they rejected me, 1
knew they loved me for who [ am.”

Most of the middle-aged conservatives in

iscussed how men who are “transitioning

the erowd looked stunned and a tad sickened
by Cohen’s inappropriate remarks. Still, they
followed his orders to take off their shoes and
massage each other’s backs while new age
music piped through the speakers. “Touch,
yves! Sex, no!” Cohen bellowed

Following his demonstration, there was
a mad rush to Cohen’s booth where he was
hawking his book. The right wing was so
infatuated with their new gay-healing guru
that they ignored passages in his book that
revealed he onee belonged to a hizarre sex
cult. They even “overlooked™ disturbing pic-
tures of him banging a tennis racket against
a pillow while velling out his father’s name,

Cohen was soon catapulted to the board
presidency of Parents and Friends of Ex-
Gays (PFOX). Until Cohen’s arrival, the
group was primarily an outlet for its leader,
Regina Griggs, to vindictively get back at
her son for coming out to her as gay. \ ‘ohen
quickly seized control of the message and

udicrously cast ex-gavs as victims of dis

crimination and set PFOX s sights on getting
their theories into the public schools.

Like Tom Cruise, Cohen’s bright star
eventually erashed because people started to
realize that this guy just might be nuts. The
wheels began to fall off the car when 1 got a
tip that Cohen had been kicked out of the
American Counseling Association in 2002, He
managed to hide this career suicide from the
public until I informed the media in 2005

With his counseling career in ruins, Co
hen turned to the media as his only channel
to attract new clients to his “healing” semi-
nars, However, his act that [Il.i_\]'il 50 well
at the NARTH convention made him look
like a quack to mainstream Americans. On
his Appearance on CNNs Paula Zahn Nou
earlier this year, Cohen actually performed
his
milli
foon of himszelfon ABC's .J;

tennis racket routine to the guffaws of

on of viewers, He made a further buf-

sl F oy
el La bt

where boxer ( ;u-u]'_-_-l- Foreman looked as if he
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OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

A QUESTION OF MORALITY—BUT WHOSE

Peter Pace can’t pick and choose with ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’

wo news items in a single week in
March together shed some interesting
light on the current state of “Don’t Ask,

Don't Tell” (DADT).

First, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, Marine Gen. Peter Pace, was asked
by newspaper reporters to explain w I
supports DADT. Aceording to the Chie
Tribune, Pace defended the policy thus:

“I believe homosexual acts between two

ndividuals are immoral and that we should
not condone immoral acts,” Pace said. “I do
not believe the United States is well served
by a poliey that says it is OK to be immoral
1 any way

“As an individual, [ would not want [ac

ceptance of gay |-t-'h.s'-.i'cnl'| to be our |l"]'i('.\.

just like I would not want it to be our policy
that if we were to find out that so-and-so was

vith somebody else's wife, that we

gieeping

would just look the other way, which we do

not. We prosecute that kind of immaoral be-
havior,” Pace said, apparently referring to the
military’s own constitutionally questionable

ban on sodomy

e
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The comments generated lots of criti-
cism, including from conservative Sen. John
Warner (R-Va.), a
Navy. who said, “I respectfully but strongly
disagree with the chairman's view that ho-
mosexuality 1s immoral.” Pace himself later

former Secretary of the

clarified that he was expressing only his
“personal” views.

A significant and growing minority of
Americans disagree with Pace that homo-
sexual acts are immoral.

Even if one thought homosexual acts
were immoral, however, it doesn’t necessarily
follow that gays should be disqualified from
service. Lots of people do immoral things
lie, cheat, steal, commit adultery, commit
crimes, take the Lord’s name in vain, are
gluttonous and lustful, worship idols—but
are not automatically disqualified from ser-
vice on that account. In fact, whatever they
think of the morality of homosexual sex, most
Americans tell pollsters that they think gays
should be able to serve.

Further, Pace's view that allowing gavs

to serve openly would send a grand cultural

message that we condone immorality is very
questionable and oddly reductionist. We don't
send a mess:

ige that lying is :':t'['[‘]_'ﬁl,"l]!ig_' 'nlv.
allowing liars to serve.

And the predominant message of allow-
ing gays to serve openly would not seem
to be that we condone immorality but that
we believe it is good and moral to serve in
the military, especially in its hour of need,
Why does Pace think that everything a
gay person does is mainly about sex rather
than, say, honorably serving one’s country,
as thousands have done in the wars in ]r'.‘u;
and Afghanistan?

All that aside, Pace did us a service by

frankly i'?\|1l't-:~r~i||; his own moral perspective

|.'Jl.'tI!J|'.'.
alistic
moral perspective and would have answered
in just the way he did. Though Pace and oth-
ers would no doubt advance other reasons for

in defense of the policy. A great

in and out of the military, share his

excluding gays from service, it’s revealing

that the moral ebjections came first. They

seem to h:‘.'-'t' been the r}|.=,§l] regson i'nr' [?'l_\-

policy from the start ontinued on page 29
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InsideOut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

SPECIAL ELECTIONS, SPECIAL CONCERNS

Statewide contests will be decided by a handful of faithful voters

ouston’s newest City Council mem-

ber will barely fimish celebrating

a special election victory May 12
before he or she jumps into extremely com-
plicated city FY2008 budget discussions. In
fact, the new Council member will arrive
at the council table about the same time as
the mayor’s budget and will be expected to
cast a vote on it by the end of June. The city
should end this year with a “surplus,” but
don’t expect that to go far in the new year
with still-looming pension underfunding,
dramatic increases in public safety spend-
ing, as well as continuously rising employee
health-care costs.

Special elections are won by those who show
up! The very few who show up. Every reg

istered Houston voter may cast a ballot in

the May 12 election. Perhaps seven percent
of them will. There will also be a state con-
stitutional amendment on the same ballot,

having to do with ad valorem taxation of

homesteads of the elderly, which should be
dominated by city voters.

Eleven candidates are vying for the
open at-large Houston City Council seat
created by the resignation of Shelley
Sekula-Gibbs. The front-runner appears to
be Melissa Noriega, Many of you may have
heard of Melissa because of her interim
service as a state representative during
her husband Rick’s service in Irag. The
Houston GLBT Political Caucus, among
many others, endorsed her. City employee
Noel Freeman, head of the local Log Cabin
Republican chapter, is also seeking the
seat in his first run for public office. The
winner will simply keep campaigning,
because the seat must be defended on the

November ballot
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Advanced Estate Flanning
Probate & Trust Litigation
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appointments in Galveston

Connie Moore
Second-parent Adoptions
Donor Insemination & Surrogacy
Collaborative Family Law
Contested Custody Litigation

3608 Audubon Place » Houston Texas 77006
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Rainbow Across Texas

* San Antonio One-term incumbent District
7 City Council Member Elena Guajardo,
an open leshian, seeks her second and last
term. Unfortunately, San Antonio boasts
the country’s strictest term limits, a total

of four years. Guajarde (www.voteelena

com) received high marks in her first term.
At a recent Houston fundraiser, she talked
about how her presence at the political
table has translated into GLBT PTrogress:
The police chief consults her; a GLBT rep
will help pick the next police captain; police
cadeis will receive more training in GLET
issues from GLBT 1'nmm|u‘.11_\' members
When she talked about gavbaiting, the
newly c'nulllii-nl i_'uuru_':l member challenged,
“Bring 'em on.”

When I met her two vears ago, she bris-
tled at the thought of facing g |\||.1 Lers *

5 Bt

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

SANCTUARY FOR ALL

Join Us For Sunday Services at §:30 or 10:30 a.m. and
the reconciling witntess of our Pastor, Rev. Andy Noel
f{'rgj'fi'r_' & ..‘i_‘,"frm'url.';'? _,r,' i)

BERING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Rev, Andy Noel, Pastor

Rev. Jerry Garee, Director of Congregational Care
1440 Harold Street at Mulberry = Houston, TX 77006 = 713.526.1017
hitp://www.beringume.org
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continued from page 30

But that was before her Victory Fund eandi-
date training. Hopefully, she'll seek another
position after her council service ends.

* Dawas Openly gay City Council Member
Ed Oakley is a serious contender as he
campaigns to become the first openly gay
mayor of a large U.S. city. Oakley (www.
edoakley.com) has represented two council
districts in the southern sector and near
North Dallas.

A recent fundraising letter was signed

by 49 prominent residents, including influ-
ential developer Trammell S, Crow. If not
this race, look to see a breakth r'LJ1|;;{|1 win
in one of America’s top 10 eities in the next
few vears.
* Austin The state legislature’s in session
until June 1. If you want to stay connected
to bills that affect the GLBT community,
check www EqualityTexas org, our GLBT
lobbyist’s website.

Anmise Parker is the second-term eity controller

it-ranking openly GLBT-elected
ial in any of the ) largest [].S.
cities. Her ite is www houstoneontrollerorg.
Parker's televiston program, Money Matters, airs
Monday on the Municipal Channel (time Warner
Cable) at 2 and 8 a.m. and 2 and 8 p.m.

and the higl
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AIDS Watch

by Kelly McCann

UNTIL THERE'S A VACCINE

Envisioning a world without AIDS is the first step

he numbers are staggering. Since
1981, over 25 million people across the
plobe have died as a result of AIDS

Worldwide, it is estimated that 42 million
people are currently living with HIV, and
lamentably, another 14,000 become infected
with HIV every day! The most heartbreak-
ing aspect of this situation is that it doesn't
have to be this way. We know how HIV is
transmitted and we know how to prevent
new infectionz

Since the early 1980s, educational in-
terventions and social marketing initiatives
have raised awareness of HIV |||‘E AIDS and
provided speeific prevention information.
Over the years, effective prevention strate
gies-—condom use, reduction in the number
of sex partners, diagnosis and treatment
of sexually transmitted infections—have
all been shown to slow the spread of HIV.
The ultimate message is a vital one: HIV is
preventahble.

Sounds simple enough, but existing pre-
vention methods require us to change our
behaviors. Let’s be honest—that's never easy.
Behavior change is complex and influenced
by a variety of political, cultural, educational,
religious, and economie factors. In addition,
we humans tend to resist behavior change,
especially when it comes to activities that
make us feel good and appeal to our hedo-
nistic impulses. No wonder we have such a
hard time changing the behaviors that allow
tfor transmission of HIV.

What else can be done to put an end to
HIV and AIDS? Researchers are working on
microbicides that can be formulated in gels,
creams, films, or suppositories and applied
inside the vagina or rectum to protect against
HIV and other sexually transmitted infec-
tions. These substances will be particularly
helpful to sex workers and women in develop-
ing countries who often do not have the op-
tion of requiring their male partners to wear

Criminal Law

The Law Offices of

Jimmy Doan

Altorney At Law

Serious Injury & Death Cases
Labor & Employment Issues

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
Call (713) 600-4747

One Greenway Plaza, Suite 100 » Houston, TX 77046 » Emailjimmydoaniaw@aol.com
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a condom. Onee developed, microbicides will
be another useful weapon in our HIV preven-
tion arsenal, but no panacea. What we really
need is a preventive vaccine for HIV

Such a vaccine would prepare our im-

mune systems to recognize and protect itself

against HIV. ldL‘!.l“_\. the vaccine would be
given to uninfected persons in order to keep
them from becoming infected with HIV.
We've seen preventive vaccines developed
to fight other deadly diseases like smallpox
and polio, so why not HIV? Sounds simple
enough.

Unfortunately, traditional approaches to
vaccine development have been ineffective

Creation of an HIV vaccine has proven to

be an arduous task because of the nature of

HIV itself. First of all, HIV mutates quickly
and frequently and has a knack for avoiding
detection by the immune system, all of which
pose significant barriers to the development

of an effective vaccine. —
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AIDS Watch)

continued from page 34

For a BEAR of a deal
come to Sealy

Another major obstacle to vaccine de-
velopment has to do with HIV diversity.
There are nine subtypes or clades of HIV,
and those clades vary in prevalence around
the world. For example, Clade B is the cause
of the HIV epidemic in North Ameriea and
Europe, while Clade C is the culprit in South
Africa and India and is responsible for 50
percent of the HIV infections worldwide.
Such diversity within HIV will require that
scientists address the challenge of developing
a single vaceine with a hroad base of protec-

this Campise custom oasis just

minutes from Downtown, West
Gray restaurants and shopping. Over
3,000 sq. ft.. two elegant living areas,
huge open designer kitchen, central
vacuum system, 2nd fireplace in huge
exquisite master bedroom and luxurious
bathroom, and much more. Call for a
private showing. MLS# 6871988

LYNETTE LEW
713.582.2202

: Lynette@ LynetteLew.com
| www.LynetteLew.com

tion against multiple clades, or they must
design several specific vaccines to address
the various clades.

That's no small task. It is an endeavor

“m h al m. nnu m nm m M Im. that will take time, money, and coordinated

approach, Over the past 20 years, the Na-

Resped yourse". Prn'eﬂ Vourself_ tional Institute of Allergy and Infectious

Diseages has enrolled more than 12,000
Fm Hw lmﬂme m, m“m volunteers in HIV waccine clinical trials

. testing 52 different vaccine candidates.
Currently, through the combined efforts of

When & Where- public and private entities, there are more

than 30 vaccine trials under way on four

ooomm
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= ‘e*

continents, ineluding a trial right here in = ’ i f - Fne deltuary - 289 Gebhardt Rd, Sealy, TX 77474
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Patrick McNamara, MD
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7] 3_524.4837 and our communities about the importance ,
of preventive HIV vaccine research. Visit On a e C useSl

. - : the NIAID HIV Vaccine Research Educatic
Provided fo you as a service of Abbott Laboratories R b e R o
Initiative website at www.bethegeneration

org to learn more about vaceine trials and the - '
o progress being made in the development of " 1 I
AbbottV irology”

a vaccine. Share what you learn with others

HIV vaccine is looming on the horizon. Most
estimates suggest it will be 10 years and
3150-5250 million before we see the develop-
ment of a viable vaccine

Syphilis is spread easily though unprotected oral or anal sex.

But don’t despair. There is much we ecan

Abbaott Park, L 60064 Eron Reseurch to Healin and reinforce the idea that preventive HIV e A
Committed to HIV/AIDS care. education, and research. www.abbiotl com vaccines are the best hope for controlling the . ree yp I IS EStlng
#2005 Abbott Laboratories D3A-036-6416-1 June 2005 Printed in USA AIDS pandemic. |
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 Best Friends for Life

In the spring of 1933, at the small private school of Choate,
in Wallingford, Connecticut, two young men began a friendship
that was to last for the remainder of their lives. LeMoyne Billings,
a closeted gay teenager, was immediately attracted to the young
Jack Kennedy. Though evidence suggests Lem made early sexual
advances that Kennedy spurned, their friendship flourished

by Blase DiStefano

or those readers too young to remem- nedy, and the couple had two children, Caroline
ber the White House in the early '60s, and John Jr. The First Couple had many gay
here are a few facts: It was home to  friends, though the early '60s was not a time
the youngest president ever. Presi- when that was discussed.

dent John Fitzgerald Kennedy was [ spoke with David Pitts about his new book,
43 yearsold (a first ... and a last)and  Jack and Lem: John F. Kennedy and Lem Bill-

Catholic (also a first ... and a last). ings—The Untold Story of an Extraordinary

The first lady was Jacqueline Ken-  Friendship (Carroll & Graf Publishers).

Blase DiStefano: How did you find out about to myself that Lem Billings—this kind of a shad-
Lem Billings?

David Pitts: I found out because of my own inter-

owy figure that I'd read about over the years—was
probably a close political confidant of the president
est in the Kennedy presidency. | read all the JFK and that there was a story here about his political
influence behind the scenes.

That's what I thought was going to be the

hooks, and I became aware of Lem Billings over
the vears in these hooks. Some writers suggested
that he was gay, and Gore Vidal in his memoir story when I started this project. And it was only
Palimpsest even called Lem “chief faggot of . after 1 got into the interviews and started looking
Camelot™—he definitely picks up on Lem being 2 into the documents and the letters that 1 realized
gay. So it was kind of hinted at, but nobady really this was a personal friendship and not a political

looked into it. friendship.

—
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¥ Jack Kennedy and Lem Billings with Dunker, the dachshund they bought while on their trip to Europe in 1937, =
& Proto coUurTESY 0E THE JoHn F. Kenneoy Presipentrar Lisrary ano Museum, Corumsia Poiwt, Boston, MASSACHUSETTS Y
hor David Pitts' new book about the relationship between President John Kennedy and Lem Billings. =~

. i ..”‘ /]l

What made you decide to go this route?

It was kind of a circuitous route. When 1 left full-
time journalism in 2003, I knew I wanted todo a
JFK book because of my interest in the Kennedy

"i. presidency. I didn't want to do the same old story
that evervbody keeps on doing every time about
the Cuban Missile Crisis and so on. So I thought

- - - - : - Egu'™”
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Kennedyphile: author David Pitts weren't in the administration but were friends of —

Was it common knowledge in the administration
that Lem Billings was gay?
It's not clear that anvbody in the administra-

' tion knew for sure. They certainly thought that

HAMZA ¥

| hecause he was at the White House so often, he

seemed misplaced there. Some other people who
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Best Friends for Life ety

the president certainly picked up on it.
[ had an interview with Ben Bradlee
[ former executive editor of The Washing-
ton Post] for example, and he certainly
sensed LeMoyne was gay. But it was a
different time, and there was no real
discussion about it, and Ben Bradlee
told me he didn't bring it up with the
president and the president didn't bring ©
it up with him. So I would say it was
generally sensed but not known.

Is there any indication that Lem was in
love with Jack?

Yes. There are various indications of
that. I think the best example is a
quote that I used in the book. He's on
the record as saying, “Jack made a big

difference in my life. Because of him, |

was never lonely. He may have been the

reason | never got married.” So there
are various indicationsg of his profound
attachment to Kennedy.

s"i

l ~
3(\--&-‘
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=
g 'S
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Arm in arm (I-r): Harry Dixon, Kick Kennedy, John Coleman, Charlotte McDonnell, Jack, and Lem, Palm

Is there any indication of Jack's re-
sponse to his finding out that Lem
was gay?

There is a response early on in the friend-
ship. LeMoyne attempted a sexual proposal
to John Kennedy—this was at Choate.

About how old were they at this time?

This would be when Lem was 17 and Jack
was 18. Although we
don't have a record
of what Lem wrote
to Jack, we do have
a record of Jack's

response, and he

the sexual advance
but not the friend-

So how do you ac-
count for Kennedy,
especially being
Catholic, keeping
the friendship go-
ing and not being
homophobic?
Very, very surpris-
ing, especially in
the 1930s before
the Kinsey reports,
before everything.
This was a ques-
tion [ asked various ||,-\L'r\
AND:
LEM=

people who knew
John Kennedy, in-
cluding Gore Vidal
and Ben Bradlee.

40 MAY 2007  OQutSmart

“l mean, | could have had
a wife and a family, but
what the hell—do you
essentially rebuffed think | would have had

a better life having been
ship. Jack Kennedy’s best friend,
having been with him dur-
ing so many moments of nedy, but in order
his presidency, having had
my own room at the White
House, having had the
best friend anybody ever
had—or having been mar-
ried, and settled down, and er in his life when he
living somewhere?”

They basically said he was a member of the
upper class, that he was comfortable around
gay people, even as president, and he wasn't
a judgmental type of guy. This was the re-
sponse they gave to me—that it was never
a problem to him, not only with LeMoyne,
but with other gay people he knew, such as
Gore Vidal.

What must it have
been like for Lem
being gay in the
1930s?

Extremely difficult.
Like almost every
gay man at that time
he felt compelled to
live a secret life, not
only because he was
a friend of Jack Ken-

to have a successful
career, which he did
in advertising. He
knew that was nec-
essary, and, like all
gay pecple, he paid a
price for that, which
became apparent lat-

began drinking quite
a bit.

—Lem Billings, as quoted in
David Pitts’ Jack and Lem: It apparently colored
John F. Kennedy and Lem
Billings—The Untold Story of
an Extraordinary Friendship

his entire life. And
| guess it colored
how he later talked

Beach, Christmas, 1940. Note the matching bathing suits worn by Jack and Lem,

about his life, like the quote you mentioned
about how he could have gotten married.

I hate to do what other authors always say,
which is say read the book, but there is no
substitute for reading the book and seeing
what Lem himself said in the various letters
and his 815-page oral history, which T used
extensively for the book. You can see him
struggling with trying to be candid about
what he felt. He obviously wanted to be. He
died in 1981, and certainly during the time
when he was alive, he felt it was not possible
for him to be that candid.

At the time that Lem and Jack met, basi-
cally it was OK for men to be intimate,
affectionate without sex. | was thinking
specifically of the photo of men and
women arm in arm, with Lem and Jack the
only two males arm in arm. That to me
says a whole lot about that era, because in
today's society, certain people would look
at that and flinch.

That’s one point I tried to make in the book
in one of the chapters. Ironieally, in some
ways gay people had more license at that
time than they do now. Homosexuality wasn't
on the radar screen, the general population
wasn't really aware of it, and so, in a sense,
gay people could do certain things, such as
the example that you gave, and it did not
come under suspicion the way it clearly
would today.

Today it would be assumed they were gay.
And about the quote, about Lem never get-
ting married —do you think his love for Jack

kept him from having a serious relationship
with another man?

It seems to have. A major source for the book
was a man named Larry Quirk, who is an
editor and writer in New York and has pub-
lished a number of books himself. He knew
Lem and had a sexual invelvement with
Lem, but he told me that even though Lem
had various sexual involvements throughout
his life, including with him, that there was
only one person he really loved and that was
Jack Kennedy.

Do you think Kennedy's most important
relationships were with men?

I've thought about it a great deal after writ-

ing the book. Our language in society is really
inadequate to express the range of involve-
ments and emotions that people have in this
regard. But if I were to summarize John
Kennedy, | think what I found out in writing
this book is that his sexual preferences were
women, but his attachments were to men. So
I don't know what that makes him—there’s
no word for that, right? [Both laugh] He did
have some pretty profound attachments to
women, but he also seemed to want and
need strong attachments to men that were
not sexual.

At that time | think it was easier to do that.
Now it's more suspect: “If | have this type of
relationship with a man, people are going
to think I'm gay..."”

I think you're exactly right. I don’t think it
was uncommon at the time, This was before
the women’s movement when women were
thought of as sex objects and they weren't
allowed into certain clubs, particularly in
Washington, or even in the National Press
Club where women weren't allowed even
as journalists, Women were considerably
downgraded in importance in society at large,
g0 it wouldn't be surprising, particularly in
elite circles, if men's strongest attachments
were to other men

Do you think Jack used Lem as a gofer? it
seemed like Lem allowed it, so it wasn't
one-sided.

Doing the research for the book and talking
to some people, I found conflicting evidence
on that. Gore Vidal said he was the gofer.
I think the phrase he used was, “Lem was
the guy who earried the bags for Jack.” And
he called him “Jack’s slave” at one point.
But other people discounted that. Jack's
sister, Eunice Kennedy Shriver, said that
the friendship was very equal. And I did find
evidence in the letters when they were both
at college—Lem was at Princeton and Jack
was at Harvard—I did find evidence when
they got together in New York on weekends,
it was as much Jack who was suggesting —+
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Best Friends for Life 4%

their getting together as it was Lem. So it
wasn't always Lem asking for the time. The
friendship seems to have been quite mutual

And in one of the interviews with Gore Vidal
[Pitts had three interviews with him], he
seems to concede that the friendship was a
bit more than carrying the bags

Lem was very useful in Kennedy's paolitical
campaigns.

Exactly. He wasn't very good [hoth langh],
but the important point that was made was
that no matter how inexperienced Lem was
palitically, no matter how much he messed
things up sometimes, Jack wanted him
involved, which is another indication of the
strength of the friendship, because the presi
dent didn't seem to care that he wasn't that
efficient at times in the political sense.

It does seem like the friendship was
serious, because Kennedy could
have dropped him easily, especially
considering that Kennedy may have
been concerned about people finding
out that Lem was gay. Z
That's one of the most amazing things.
Of course, when it started in 1933 and
Jack was at school, you can certainly
argue that for the first 10 or 15 years,
there was no politieal threat, but once
he started on the road to the White =
House after World War 11, this friend-
ship posed a political threat, and if
the Russians would have gotten hold
of this information, it could have been
problematie,

Lem was considered part of the Ken-

nedy family, wasn't he? -
He certainly was. All the evidence I've &
found was that every single member of
the Kennedy family just adored him.
It wasn't just Jack Kennedy. He be- 5§
came close to Robert Kennedy, Robert
F. Kennedy Jr., Ethel Kennedy, and
Eunice Kennedy Shriver. The only person
who is a little eircumspect in her affections
was Jackie Kennedy, for maybe obvious

reasons.

After Jack married Jackie, what was the
relationship like between Jack and Lem?
From all accounts, it stayed the same

Jackie did like Lem, didn't she?

All the evidence seems to indicate she liked
him quite a lot. In actuality, she had more
things in common with Lem than she did
with Jack. Jack was a political animal, and
her main interest was in the arts, which
was Lem’s main interest. So they had much
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The three of us: Lem, Jackie, and Jack in Hyannis Port, 1963.

in common. The other point that seemed
to be very salient was the fact that in the
early years of her marriage when she was
having some difficulties with Jack Kennedy,
Lem was a kind of humorous intermediary
who helped break the tension. But he was
always there, and on many occasions she
wanted him there, but on other oceasions
she didn't.

What about Lem’s relationship with Caro-
line and John Ir.?

With Caroline and John Jr., it seems to have
been affectionate and close. After the assas-
sination, Jackie was in New York for roughly
five vears before she married Aristotle Onas-
sis in 1968, That's when both Caroline and
John were quite young, so Jackie Kennedy
was keen to have them spend time with Lem
80 they could learn all about the president
in his younger days, pre-dating the time she

knew him.

- 2 L

| remember reading in the book that Lem
had all this information that nobody else
seemed to have.

Most of the people around Jack Kennedy had
met him after the war when his political ca-
reer began, and Jackie hadn’t met him until
1951. So almost nobody outside the family
knew him from 1933. So that was important
to her. And he saw much less of them when
she moved outside of the United States after
her marriage to Onassis. But when she re-
turned in the mid-"70s and started working
i New York, they were teenagers by then,
and they would go over to his place by them-
selves. So they knew him quite well, Caroline
probably a little bit more than John Jr,

Didn’t Lem basically have his own room in
the White House?

It was on the third floor. The chief White
House usher at the time, J. B. West, confirmed
that, and it was basically his room, And Lem
himself talked about it in his oral history.

How important was that oral history?
That document was vital to this book. If's 815
pages. 1 was working on the book for three
years, and for most of the time I couldn’t
get access to it, because although it's in the
Kennedy Library, it's off limits to authors and
journalists. The only person who can give
you permission to get to it is Robert I. Ken-
nedy Jr., and he finally gave me permission
in the final months when I was preparing
the book.

Do you know why he finally gave in?

I don't. I pestered him a lot, sending letters.
That may have been part of the reason. He
also probably checked me oul as a
journalist [Pitts has written various
articles on John Kennedy] and real-
ized 1 wasn't some kind of far-right
writer. The Kennedys are getting
kind of suspicious of journalists these
days, because there have been a lot of
trash books or political-attack books
from the right about the Kennedys in
recent years, 2o that may have been
one reason for his caution, but I really
don’t know.

Wasn't Lem such a regular visitor at
the White House that security would
let him pass without some kind of
badge?

Yes, they did. He never had a White
House pass. He said all the guys knew
him, and he just waltzed right on in
there. He was also a I‘r'g-qluu_-n! guest at
the president’s retreat outside Wash-
ington in Glen Ora, Virginia

Where was Lem when Kennedy was
assassinated?

He was in New York. He was on his lunch
hour from his job at an advertising company

called Lennen & Newell.

Is there any information on how it affected
him at the time?

Not immediately. 1 wasn’t able to talk to
anybody who talked to him that day. I think
the only person he did talk to was Eunice
Kennedy Shriver, who was at the White
House at the time. But his elose friends,
Frances McAdoo and John Seigenthaler,
talked to him within the next few days after
it happened, and they described him as you
can imagine—devastated, just unable to
process it all,
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n“t Fliﬂlds f.r ljfe continued from page 42
f

But at the time he was very helpful to the
family.

He knew this was going to be a time of incred-
ible anguish for the Kennedy family. He knew
all of them from the early 1930s, when Jack
used to take him to Palm Beach in Hyannis
Port. He felt ineredibly responsible and loyal
to them. He held himself together through
the funeral period and then just fell apart.

| found it very interesting that a gift from
Lem was buried with Kennedy. Were there
other things buried with him?

I don't know the answer to that, although
I understand that Jackie Kennedy was go-
ing to have the ring he'd given her buried
with him, and somebedy persuaded her she
should keep it. So that's the only other gift I
know about. But the gift from Lem that was
buried with him was a set of whale's-tooth
scrimshaw. This is apparently something
that Kennedy had been interested in col-
lecting over the years, and Lem had given
him some, and it had been on the desk of the
president in the White House.

I find that fascinating. It brings it back
again to how close they were. Did Lem ever
recover from the assassination?

Not in total. Grief is a strange thing. Some
days he'd be the same old Lem joking, and
other days he would think about what
had happened. It
was something that
he apparently was
never able to come
to terms with. The
best way he seemed
to be able to deal
with it was to talk
about JFK to the
younger Kennedys,
to journalists, re-
ally to anybody who
would listen.

1
Didn’t he remain a ever have!

“He felt pain for every one
of us—pain that no one
else could have the cour-
age to feel ... | don't know
how we’ll carry on without
him. In many ways Lem
was a father to me and

he is the best friend | will

when he ran for senator
of New York in 1964 and
then in the presidential
campaign in 1968, And
he was professionally

A

r

BOSTOH

COLLMWRERA POINT

involved. His company,
Lennen & Newell, was
involved in doing many of

SELM,

ML

the political commercials
that aired at the time. He |
was closely involved in
Robert Kennedy's politi-
cal efforts as well.

Wasn't Lem’s boss not
only a Republican but
also charmed by Presi-
dent Kennedy?

A guy by the name of
Adolph Toigo—yes, he

THE J106M F KENNEDY

was a Republican, as in-

deed was Lem until 1960. This is really one
of the funny things because Lem's family was
a Republican family, and Lem himself was
a registered Republican—he switched his
registration in 1960—and so were some of
the other people we were just talking about.
[ guess it's part of John Kennedy’s charisma.
He met with some of Lem’s friends, includ-
ing Lem’s boss, because he wanted Lem to
help on the campaign, which was the initial
reason, but then he also persuaded the boss
to change his political allegiance. It's incred-
ible his effect on people

The Kennedys em-
bracing the friend-
ship between Lem
and Jack says a
whole lot about the
family.

Yes, it does. There
have been various
rumors flying over
the years, in some
of the right-wing pe-
riodicals especially,
that Lem, being a
gay man, tried to

—Robert Kennedy Jr. =
part_of the Kennedy (ACK at Lem Billings’ funeral, seduce .-'.||rr11L‘ of the
family? \\i"l as quoted in David Pitts’ younger Kennedys.

He became very close
to Senator Robert
Kennedy. But that
wasn't just the post-
1963 phenomenon
either. He'd known Bobby since the early
1930s, and it was natural that they would
become close since he'd seen so much of Jack

LEM

Kennedy in Bobby, and he had it happen all
over again in 1968 when Bobby was killed.

Did he help in Bobby's campaign?
He was very involyed in his campaign first
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Jack and Lem: lohn F.

,‘ Kennedy and Lem Billings—
m The Untold Story of an
Extraordinary Friendship

| did look into that,
but I was able to
find no evidence of
that, and certainly
none of the younger
Kennedys, including Bobby Kennedy, has
said that was the case.

How did Lem die?

He died of a heart attack in 1981 at the age
of 65. Although when T looked into it a little
bit more, he did have a heart condition for
some time, and to what degree his drinking
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Fit to a tee: Jack and Lem go for golf, Hyannis Port, 1963.

contributed to that, I'm not really sure, But
the technical cause of death was a heart
attack.

Not long before that, didn't he still see the
younger Kids?

Right. After Senator Robert Kennedy's as-
sassination in June of 1968, he then became
close to Robert F. Kennedy .Jr, the person
who gave me permission to look at the docu-
ments. This seems to have been the instiga-
tion of Ethel Kennedy, who had 11 children.
Again, Lem knew Bobby from when he was
a little kid, and she asked various people
to help out with the boys. SBome other guys
helped out with the other boys, and she asked
Lem to help out with Bobby, So they became
really close. Bobby Kennedy Jr. was only 14
when his father was assassinated. So Lem
took Bobby under his wing, and they often
went on vacations together, and Bobby was
often at his New York townhome,

Did the fact that you are gay prove a help or
a hindrance in writing the book?
I don’t really feel that it either helped or
hindered me in writing the book. I took a
Jjournalistic approach in writing this. I only
included information in the book that I could
verify either through documentary evidence
or with interviewees in a position to know.
I think President Kennedy—if he were
alive today—would be horrified at the re-
surgence ol conservatism and the attack on
civil liberties in the United States. Just a
few weeks ago even, General Peter Pace, the
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, called
homesexual acts immoral—and survived in
his job, despite the bigotry. But 47 years ago,
we had a president whose best friend was gay
and who seemed guite comfortable with it.

Blase DiStefano interviewed Leslie Jordan for

the October issue
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Reader:

obin Reagler first heard
about Writers in the
Schools when she
moved to Houston for a
Ph.D. program in
creative writing

“When | learned about it. I blinked,”

says Reagler, a former public school
teacher. “I said, “You mean [ can teach
writing and not math and science and
not have to go to faculty meetings? Sign
me up!™
And they did with haste.
Today Reagler is executive direc-

tor of Writers in the Schools (WITS), a
nonprofit organization started in 1983
that sends some 60 writers into 75 in-
ner-city schools and other entities such
as art museums, hospitals. community
centers, private schools, and juvenile
detention centers to teach children and
young people to express themselves
through creative writing. Once a week,
writers arrive with inspiration and
crealivity to encourage young minds to
create poems, stories, and essays. Some
students go on to be writers and several
of the them are now teaching in the
WITS program, sharing their passion
for words with a younger generation.
But all of them have benefited from

the engagement in reading and writing
that the program provides. Writers and
students form a partnership during the
vear, one that adds to the teacher's re-
lationship with the students and encour-
ages them to learn and stay in school.

“We work with the same kids
throughout the year,” Reagler explains.
“We believe in long-term programs.
Writing is just like tennis or swimming.
You have to practice it regularly. The
students write, revise, and edit and
then publish their best work at the end
of the year.” That means they leave
with a hard-copy collection of their ef-
forts to keep inspiring them.

This month, on May 7 and 8, el-
ementary, middle, and high school writ-
ers will gather at The Menil Collection
for the Young Writers Reading Series,
the annual public reading of some of
46 MAY 2007
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the students’ inspirational stories,
essavs, and poems. (More information:
www.writersintheschools.org.)

This isn't the first time the students
have been to The Menil, the museum
founded by the renowned art patron
Domingue de Menil, which this year
marks its 20th anniversary.

“We take them to The Menil during
the year,” Reagler says of the students.
“We take them in small groups for a
field trip, a writing tour of the museum.
They look at the abstract paintings
there and get inspirations from the
colors and shapes for their writings.”

Reagler herself doesn't get into the
classroom much anymore—only, she
says, in emergencies—but she enjoys
the challenge of running the program.
Having been in the classroom, she
knows first hand the benefits of the
program on young minds, and that
knowledge helps her in raising the
organizations $1.5 million annual
budget from dozens of foundations,

corporations, and individuals, Reagler
has also instituted a business model on
the nonprofit during her 10-year tenure
so that schools pay a portion of the pro-
gram, although the funding comes from
grants and parent/teacher organiza-
tions, not from the kids themselves or
school district budgets.

The job keeps Reagler pretty busy,
but she still finds some time for her
own poetry, which has been published
in American Letters & Commentary,
Ploughshares, and VOLT. She also
writes twa blogs: Big Window (www,
bigwindow.orgl—which she calls a
“boing-boing type of blog for art and
literature. You might think of it as an
inspiration portal. I try to point out
cultural wonders, with an emphasis
on art, poems, sculpture, books, films,
and websites"—and The Other Mother:
Letters from the Outpost of Lesbian
Parenting (http:/theothermother.type-
pad.com).

Ten years ago, mutual friends
introduced Reagler to Marcia Cham-
berlain, who also just happened to be
a writer. Chamberlain has won Riee
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iRobin Reagler
ins the non-
Btofit Writers in
the Schools,
Faises two girls
With her partner,
and blogs

By Marene Gustin
Photo by Mark Hiebert

The write stuff: “Writ-
ing is just like tennis or
swimming. You have to
practice it regularly,’ says
Writers in the Schools
executive director Robin
Reagler, photographed
in the organization's of-
fices. “The students write,
revise, and edit and then
publish their best work at
This,
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University’s Envision Grant while a
graduate student, a Woodrow Wilson
Foundation Practicum Fellowship,

a Teaching Tolerance grant from the
Southern Poverty Law Center, and an
Emerging Filmmaker Grant from the
Cultural Arts Council of Houston/Har-
ris County. Today Chamberlain teaches
at WITS two half-days a week. But her
primary job is as the biological mother
to the two little girls, 3-vear-old Pearl
and 16-month-old Carrie, who she and
Reagler are rearing.

“She’s really a full-time mom,”
Reagler says of her partner. “Although
1 like the fact that she is a writer, it’s
nice to have a partner who ean look
at your work and with whom you can
discuss writing.” She adds: “We're not
competitive at all,”

Reagler says they waited a long
time to have children, seven years
before they had Pearl, and that the new
family members have really changed
their lives.

“No more summers in Vancouver,” she
laughs from their home in the Heights.
“Vacations now are spent with relatives.
The girls have cousins exactly their ages
on hoth sides, so they love that.”

They algo love visiting the neighbor-
hood park and outdoor concerts and
playing with their cat, Maria (pro-
nounced as in the song They Call the
Wind Marial—although, Reagler notes,
the cat doesn't necessarily return the
human affection.

ier, Mother

I_

Now that the girls are getting a
little older, Reagler has more time to
devote to her poems and blogs, usually
writing after they have gone to bed.
And she is thinking about turning The
Other Mother blog into a book.

“That’s really why I started it,” she
says, "but that’s going to take a large
block of time.”

What's been really time-consuming,
not to mention expensive, was complet-
ing the second-parent adoption.

“We had to go to San Antonio.” Rea-
gler says. “All the family court judges in
Harris County are Republican and they
wouldn't do it.” While the state of Texas
allows single-parent adoptions by gay,
leshian, and transgender individuals,
only certain cities will grant second-
parent adoptions for the nen-bhiological

gay, leshian, or transgender partner.

But it was worth the added time
and travel to protect her family, Reagler
says. And as for the future of the little
girls, whose two mommies are both
writers, Reagler has no predictions.

“They can’t even hold a peneil yet!”
she laughs. “Although"™—and here she
pauses—“Pear| loves to make up sto-
ries. She'll pretend to be an animal or
someone else. and she'll make up this

whole story to go with it when playing
with us or her little friends.”

Sure sounds like a budding writer.

Marene Gustin reported on the new Salud!
Winery tn our April issue.
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Get Up and Go

Worldwide vacation ideas for the out and smart traveler

s the days grow longer and the nights
grow warmer, GLBT travelers start to
ake their plans for summer travel.

In the past few years, the o
'~ travelers have exploded as

hotels and event organizers are beginning to
realize the need for gay-friendly destinations,
and more cultures are becoming tolerant of
people across the sexual spectrum.

But those aren’t the only cultural changes.
While Pride festivals around the world
continue to draw large crowds, some GLBT
travelers are increasingly choosing more sub-
dued experiences with a bit of culture thrown
in. So when you're considering where in the
United States or even around the world you
want to spend your hard-earned off time, con-
sider some of the following locations.

by Kim Gustavsson, Alan
Moehle, B..J. Smith, and Josef
Molnar * Photo by Bob Tanner

NORTH AMERICA

San Francisco

Always a favorite with gay people from around
the world, this most European of American cit-
ies offers the hospitality of a tried-and-true gay
utopia with the sophistication of a cosmopolitan
tourist meeea.

For those with a taste for the great outdoors,
visit Russian River to the north. The rustic scen-
ery is sprinkled with multicultural wildlife of all
kinds, and every summer weekend sees a West
Coast version of Fire Island along its ridged
length. Although most of the accommodations
are less slick than found in the city, all social
strata will find someplace to nest. The River is
also close to the heart of the urbane and styl-
ish California wine country, which increases
its appeal for those who are less at ease with
nature,

Returning San Franeisco to its hedonist
roots, leather men and women pour into the
Dore Alley Fair on July 29 and Folsom Sireet
Fair on September 30.
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Fort Lauderdale
This Florida city's thriving gay community is
giving San Francisco a run for its money, with
more than 30 guesthouses catering to the com-
munity with amenities that appeal to both the
no-frills and upscale travelers. The most upscale
and consistently rated as one of the top guest-
houses in the country is Pineapple Point.
From the sunny, sea-kissed beaches to gay-
friendly Las Olas Boulevard, there's plenty
of excitement to soak up in Fort Lauderdale.
say Days at Disney, held on the first weekend
in May, is an equal-opportunity visit with the
fantastic. The four-day Celebration of Friends
scheduled June 21-24 gives mature beach-
combers of all genders a chance to let it all
hang out.

New Orleans

Although New Orleans still has a long way to
go to fully recover from Hurricane Katrina. the
world-famous French Quarter is back to its own
self The biggest weekends here are Halloween,
Southern Decadence, and Mardi Gras.

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico

Cradled in the wedge of Banderas Bay and
straddling the Cuale River, this bustling city on
the Mexican Riviera is a quick two-hour flight
away, very convenient for GLBT travelers from
here. Visit the Playa de los Muertos, the famous
“blue chairs” gay beach to the south of Los
Muertes Pier, for an electric experience.

QOld Town Vallarta is the home of several
gay hotels as well as gay-owned and -operated
restaurants, shops, and bars. The recently
renovated Abbey Hotel now boasts that it is the
largest gay hotel in Puerto Vallarta, with over 45
rooms. One of the nicer places to stay, the Abbey
is a very clean hotel with a friendly staff and a
restaurant that serves a delicious breakfast and
lunch. Although not located on the beach, it is
just a few blocks from Blue Chairs, another gay
hotel but better known for its gay beach,

The whirlwind Mexico Women’s Week in
October and Latin Fever festival in November
give fall visitors a chance to enjoy the sun when
everyone else i3 cooling their heels,

Montréal

Canada took the North American lead in equal
rights when it legalized same-sex marriages
two years ago, but that's not the only cultural
appeal. Nestled on a pair of islands in the St.
Lawrence River, Montréal, with its narrow,
winding streets, can make seasoned travelers
think they have dropped into the heart of a Eu-
ropean city. Enjoy the picturesque Old Montréal
and Old Port areas on your way to gay-friendly
Ste-Catherine Street East, Casgino de Montréal,
or the latest festival.

Montréal's legendary Pride celebration, Div-
ers/Cité, this year scheduled July 29 through
August 5, offers a world-class cultural festival
complete with concerts, art, theater, parties,
and the best open-air drag show you're likely
to ever see.

In fact, the Pride celebrations in each of the
three major Canadian cities of Montréal (July
29-August 5), Toronto (June 15-June 24), and
Vancouver (July 28-August 5) compete with any
U.S. Pride event in size, scope, acceptance, spirit,
and parties. It is estimated that last year's Pride
Parade in Vancouver had over 300,000 in at-
tendance, and that is the smallest of the three!
Toronto Pride is estimated to have over 1 million
attendees throughout the 10 days of festivities,
which culminates with the Pride parade,

SOUTH AMERICA

r l ‘hf: two top destinations in South America
for gay travelers are Rio de Janeiro, Bra-
zil, and Buenos Aires, Argentina, but

don’t limit yourself to those locations. Rio’s gay

area is around Ipanema Beach, The Ipanema

Plaza Hotel is located just a block off the beach

and is a great location for a Rio adventure. Keep

in mind that South America is in the southern
hemisphere, so summers are the opposite of

North American summers. This makes South

Ameriea an ideal destination for those who want

to escape to tropical breezes during the winter

here. High season in Rio is Carnaval (February

2-5 in 2008) and New Year’s (the fireworks off

Copacabana Beach are spectacular and usually

pull 4-5 million spectators),

Atlantis Events has scheduled a eruise that
will end in Rio for three nights of Carnaval in

2008. Zoom Vacations offers both a great New

Year's packages as well as Carnaval package
to Rio, usually with extensions to Paraty. Zoom
also offers a great package to Buenos Aires and
Iguacu Falls,

Paraty, Brazil
A few hours south of Rio is Paraty, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site and an increasingly
popular destination for gay travelers seeking to
avoid the hustle and bustle of the big city.
This quaint fishing village was a major ship-
ping port for gold in the 1700s. Today, the real
gold can be found in the hearts of its residents
and in its picturesque sunsets. The old part
of town, with its whitewashed walls, cast iron
balconies, and colorful shutters and doors, is a
world away from the gray and steel of modern
life while still maintaining all of the modern
amenities. The area is also blocked to automo-
tive traffic, with all deliveries and pick-ups done
by mules and carriages,

Buenos Aires, Argentina

The Argentine capital is another destination
that is becoming increasingly popular in the
community. Civil unions have been legal in
the Buenos Aires and Rio Negro provinces
sinee 2003, and this has created a gay-friendly
atmosphere in this unique city.

Buenos Aires has a distinet European flavor
and architecture, and the people are some of
the most beautiful in the world. Gay Pride is
celebrated here the first Saturday of November
and is an ideal time to visit this lively city.
The Alvear Palace or the Starwood Properties
Park Tower are ideal for some visitors to this
vibrant city.

Cuzco, Peru

Famous for both unrivaled natural beauty
and fascinating archeological ruins, Cuzeo lures
gay travelers looking for a historical experi-
ence. While it lacks a significant gay nightlife
scene, this former capital of the Inca empire
is a very progressive, fun, and funky city by
South American standards, and gay couples
are fairly common (at least in touristy places).
Visitors may be surprised to see the oft-shown
rainbow Incan flag.

Two ever-welcoming establishments, bath
in the San Blas neighborhood, are The Witches'
Garden, owned by three gay men from New
York, and the hip cafe Macondo. Take time to see
the religious Saesayhuaman (pronounced “sexy
woman”) Fortress site and the nearhy ruins of
Machu Picchu, as well as the luminous waters
of Lake Titicaca farther to the southeast.

EUROPE

Budapest

The city known as “The Paris of the East™ is
actually two ecities separated by the Danube
River: Buda, the western hilly side, and Pest,
the flatter and more energetic side. Stroll along
the historic Danube, take a day trip to nearby
Lake Balaton for the golden beaches, or visit
the imposing, 203-room Buda Castle on the
west bank.

Whatever form of exercise you use them
for, the famous Turkish baths are a very old
and respected tradition, and the gay-friendly
fifth district gives you access to such venues
as Chaos Bar at Dohdny and Nagydiofa or
Darling Bar on Szep. Pride Week is held in the
first week of July.

Ibiza

The idyllic beaches and frenetic nightlife on this
tiny Mediterranean island off of the Spanish
coast never fails to amaze visitors, and more
than one jaded partier has had his fires stoked
at this exotic retreat. Most of the gay bars are
situated on or near the Calle de la Virgen in the
eastern end of Ibiza Town, and Anfora serves
up a great dance mix. During the day, visit
Playa Es Cavallet. This beach is almost 100
percent gay, with nude sunbathing a common
occurrence. A small rock beach, Los Molinas, is
a well-hidden retreat.

On the lighter side, be sure to rent a car and
drive north to enjoy the island’s secluded coves
and splendid isolation. Santa Gertrudis, in the
very heart of Ibiza, and Santa Ines, an area
famous for its buttery almonds, are among the
island’s many picturesque villages.

continued on page 50

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

June 15-24. Toronto Pride Week + Toronto,
Canada « www.pridetoronto.com

July 28-Aug. 5. Vancouver Pride Week =
| Vancouver,Canada » wwwvancouverpride.ca
Aug. 29-Sept. 3. Southern Decadence =
New Orleans, Louisiana * www.southern
decadencenet

Oct. 26-28. New Orleans Halloween= Mew
| Orleans »+ www.halloweenneworleans.com
' Now. 3. Buenos Aires Gay Pride + Buenos
Aires, Argentina » www.turismo.gov.ar
Jan. 13-20, 2008, Gay Ski Week * Aspen
Colorado mvwstayaspensmwmass.comf
p-gay-ski-weekphp

Jan. 18-21, 2008, Mid-Atlantic Leather
Weekend = Washington, D.C. + www.
[ leatherweekend.com

Here are just a few of the GLBT vacation destinations and events around the world:

Palm Springs, California = www.dinahshore

Feb. 2-5, 2008. Rio Carnival 2008 + Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil * www.rio-carnival.net

Feb. 3-12, 2008. Winter Pride » Whistler,
Vancouver, Canada » www.gaywhistler.com
Feb. 5, 2008. Mardi Gras = New Orleans »
www.mardigrasneworieans.com

Feb, 26-March 8, 2008. Gay Mardi Gras +
Sidney, Australia * www.mardigras.org.au
March 21-23, 2008. The White Party + Palm
Springs, California » www.jeffreysanker.com
March 22, 2008. The Black Party * New York,
New York = wwwsaintatlarge.com

March 27-31, 2008. Dinah Shore Weekend »

weekend.com
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THE HOTTEST
KNIGHTS OUT
IN HOUSTON!

& MAY moN 17. 2007
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OUT@TUTS Thutsday. May 24
After the performance, join your GLBT friends at
Artista for complimentary hors d'ocuvres

and drinks at Happy Hour prices.

ON SALE NOW!
BUY NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!
TO PURCHASE TICKETS:
Call: Broadway Across America at 713-629-3700
or Theatre Under The Stars at 713-358-TUTS
Online: www.broadwayacrossamerica.com or www.tuts.com

S GROUPS OF 20 OR MORE SAVE!
Call: Broadway Across Ametics at 713:693-2692 of TUTS st 713-358-8888

Email: houstongroups@livenation.com ot groupsales@tuts.com

(=
BroADWAY ACROSS AMERICA
HOUSTON

@?'.ﬂrvalerThe)hm

Continental
Alrlines ®

+ -
By | S
BROADWAY S
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Venice

There is no question that the *City of Canals” is the quintessential place
for romance, whether that romance is just budding or in full bloom. The
placid waters allow the famous gondoliers to quietly paddle their way
around the city, past the Doges Palace and the Bridge of Sighs.

When you tire of the waterways, Venice's famous glass factories, airy
eafes, and quaint shops are always open to visitors. Enjoy the Venice Gay
Film Festival in late June, or dance the night away at Movida Disco on
via Belgio. Casa de Useoli on San Mareo or the Hotel Basilea on the Rio
Marin offer gay-friendly accommodations.

Amsterdam, London, Barcelona, & Sitges

Europe can be a pricey choice at this time, given the weaker American
dollar. However, in the winter, cheap weekend escapes to Europe can be
quite execiting and fun. London is currently the bigger party city with
big circuit-type venues. Amsterdam has its share of smaller ¢lubs with
backrooms and saunas. Barcelona has beautiful architecture and its own
share of big parties. For those beginning or ending a Mediterranean cruise
in Barcelona, a few days extension in Sitges is recommended. Sitges ranks
as one of the top European gay destinations in the summer. However, it
has its season, and once the summer is over, the city becomes deserted
and the parties and clubs have sparse attendance but with the locals.

ASIA

Bangkok, Thailand

Thailand is considered to have one of the most open gay and lesbian
cultures in the world with Bangkok, its capital, considered its epicenter.
From itz after-hours party streets to its sublime Buddhist temples, the
city is guaranteed to satisfy anyone with a taste for the exotic. The best
time to visit is November through February. A time not to go is September
and October during the rainy season.

The ecleetie Soi 2 and Soi 4 streets are conveniently close to the BTS
(Sala Daeng) and MRT (Silom) transit stations. Short day trips can be
had at nearby Phuket, an island destination with sandy beaches and
Portuguese architecture, and Pattaya, a true beach resort with many
gay venues as well. The diving here 1s splendid and will satisfy even the
most avid divers. Wherever you go in Thailand, no visit will be complete
without getting a traditional Thai massages

AFRICA

Cape Town
With the recent recognition of gay marriages, South Africa’s jewel is
increasing its visibility as the gay mecca on the continent. Spreading out
in a semi-circle next to the sea and dominated by the flat-topped Table
Mountain, Cape Town's attractions include beguiling scenery and wild-
life, Enjoy a day trip to the wine country or indulge in the beach-coverad
Garden Route along the southeastern eoast. You can also schedule a safari
through the region’s game preserves

Clifton Beach in Cape Town was recently named one of the world’s best
beaches by the Travel Channel. The best time to travel here is October
through March when the foliage in the national parks is less dense and
the sighting of big game 18 the best. While over here you want to make
sure to visit South Africa’s wine region on the Western Cape

Be sure to stay in (or at least visit) the De Waterkant Village section
of Cape Town, where rainhow flags hang from shops in abundance and
the area lights up with festive men and women at night. Pick up a copy
or browse the free biannual Cape Gay Guide (www.capegayguide.co.zal
while you're there

Coda International Tours, Zoom Vacations, and David Tours, as well
as Gay2Africa, offer packages and safaris and visits to Cape Town and
Johannesburg.

Victoria Falls

Appr'nprial-.']}' labeled one of the “Seven Natural Wonders of the World.”
Zambia’s Victoria Falls is more of a regional hub than the site of Africa’s
number-one tourist attraction. In faet, this juncture of four African eoun-

continued on page 65

October 29 - November 3, 2007

Join Gayribbean Cruises as we

set sail from Galveston aboard

the Ecstasy® to Progreso and
Cozumel this Halloween.

Fares starting at $327.00*
www.GayribbeanCruises.com
877-560-8318

gayribbean

tar A Leshisw rnig CRUT

ECHANICS

THE GYM FOR PERSONAL TRAINING

Relax...
your mind.

Relieve...
Vour stress.

Restore...
your muscles.

y p’
A
Call now for an appointment,

713.963.0899

WWW.HUSCLEMECHANICS.COM

C ruise
Planvers*

An Award Winning Agency!

ishTravel.com

- Best Rates on All Cruise Lines
- Individual & Group Cruise Rates

We book land and air packages
Call Toll Free (877) 770-0105 (409) 770-0105

NCarnival celbrity Y Cruies®

- Backed by 85 years of Experience
- Members of CLIA, NACOA, ASTA
- Bonded

- Insured

- Worldwide Cruises
- Exotic Destinations

SAND DOLL

AR

CALVESTON

Sand Dollar GM

8020 Broadway Galveston TX 77554
409-744-5711 toll free 800-299-5711

exit 71st street Galveston

Contact John Nagy for
Cadillac, Chevrolet, GMC,
Pontiac, and Buick.

Ask about special pricing and
incentives for QutSmart readers.
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A Peek at Pride

Gearing up for Houston's big, gay month of celebration

ride month is right around
the corner, so it’s time once
again to start marking that
- June L‘;;Ia-ml;ir._‘w\'v will have
a more complete calendar in next month's
igsue. But in the meantime, note this
advance word on a few select events to
help you get started with your planning.

HOME FOR THE PRIDE HOLIDAY
What iz Pride Month without a major trib-
ute to Judy Garland? Gay Men’s Chorus
of Houston's annual June concert, There’s
No Place Like Home: The Life and Loves
of Judy Garland, is a tribute to all things
Gumm.

The gents are currently rehearsing
songs from her films (yes, of course,
including The Wizard of Oz) as well as
from the Carnegie Hall performances and
‘60sz-era television show. The program
also integrates Stonewall history with the
legend's life and how it paralleled the gay
movement.

Saturday, June 16, 7:30 p.m. Jones
Hall. Tickets: $19-339. Details: www.
gmch.org = T713-521-7464.

GREEK GODS AND MORE

Pride isn't just about the parade—it's a
daylong festival, too, offering fun, educa-
tion, and information to all members of the
GLBT community and allies.

In addition to Black Tie Dinner Kid's
Zone and Walgreen's Wellness World,
headliming Houstons GLBT Pride Festival
is pop/rock duo Nemesis. The identical
gay twins Jacob and Joshua Miller—
born and raised in Montana as Jehovah's
Witnesses!—star in the Logo reality show
Nemesis Rising. For a preview, go to www
logoonline.com.

Opening for Nemesis is American Idol
2 finalist and TV Guide Channel entertain-
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by Nancy Ford * Photo by Joann Toy

ment correspondent Kimberly Caldwell.
Currently recording a country/rock album,
Caldwell also recently landed her first
movie role in Wrong Turn 2, scheduled for
release any day now.

Laurel, a Houston Women's Festival
and Chances Nightclub favorite, rounds
out the entertainment on the festival's
main stage.

Saturday, June 23, 2-8 p.m. Com-
monwealth at Vvest.hetme!. in the heart of
Montrose. Details: www.pridehouston.org.

%
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% Cyndi Lauper

SUPERSTAR!
Speaking of the Pride Festival, Pride Hous-
ton continues presenting its Houston Pride
Idol competition. Additional qualifyving
rounds will be held this month and in June
at Guava Lamp. The finals will be held on
the Pride Festival main stage on June 23.
May 3, 17, 31, June 14, 10 p.m., at
Guava Lamp. Semi-final round on June

17, p.m. at Guava Lamp. Details: www.
pridehouston.org, www.myvspace.com/
houstonprideidol.

—

SHINING THROUGH

As the supreme maraschino cherry atop
the ice cream sundae of Pride month,
the True Colors Tour, presented by

Logo, comes to town the day after the
parade. Scheduled performers include
The Misshapes, Dresden Dolls, Deb-

bie Harry, Erasure, Cyndi Lauper, and
Rosie O'Donnell, with emcee Margaret
Chao, providing no less than five hours of
nonstop music and entertainment with a
decidedly queer twist.

Lauper, whose sister, Elen, 1s a
leshian, conceived the idea for the show
as a result of her desire to thank the
community for the love and support they
have given her throughout her career.

“As an American, | was raised to
believe that all people have the right to
live with the same dignity, opportunity,
and safety. This should include every-
one no matter what gender or sexual
orientation,” she says. “This tour was
created to celebrate our differences by
raising awareness for liberty, fairness,
and dignity for everyone—not just some
of us. Our fans can come out to celebrate
a great cause while also hearing some
great music.” (Look for an interview
with Lauper in the June OutSmart.)

Sunday, June 24, 6 p.m. Cynthia
Woods Mitchell Pavilion. Lawn seating
starts at $26, with one dollar of every
ticket sold benefiting Human Rights
Campaign (HRC). Co-presented by
HRC, Parents, Families and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays, and The Matthew
Shepard Foundation. Details: www.
truecolorstour.com,

SUPREME EVENT
It's been four years since the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled that what eonsent-
ing adults do in the privacy of their own
homes is nobody’s bees’ wax but their own.
To celebrate, the Houston GLBT
Community Center is planning its second
annual Lawrence v. Texas commemora-
tion and celebration. This year, the event
will include a family barbecue (location
and details had not been announced by
press time). Lead plaintiff John Law-
rence is scheduled to attend and offer
comments (Tyron Garner, Lawrence’s
co-plaintiff in the case, died in 2006).
June 26. Details to be announced:
www.houstonglbtcommunitycenter.com.
ON THE WEB: Find more Pride
month preview information at
www.outsmartmagazine.com.

Snellgrove

Icsw
Counselor - Psychotherapist

713.522.7014

www.robertsnellgrove.com

4200 MONTROSE . SUITE 540

itNall-t:

FUN EXERCISE SOCIALIZE
with Contra Dances - keep the mind active and the body fit.

“Contra Dancing is a type of American Folk doncing with roots in English traditions.”

Welcome new dancers. No pariners or experience necessory!
Every donce is tought and called.

Central Preshyterian Church's Fellowship Hall — 3788 Richmond Ave of Timmons Lane
2nd and 4th Sulurdnys, 8:00 - 11:00 pm

o"‘"lenrn hl"ore www. hulds"org ¢

e

Voted one the top
“Best Places To Buy Eyewear”
in Houston

it’s Where You Find Your Look In Eyewear

3966 Westheimer <+ Highland Village - 713-622-4411
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| Linda Ronstadt
f Spamalot | Am ;

The stage manager of ‘Spamalot’ leads Monty Pythonesque highjinks in Houston T E Thursday, May 31, 8 Pm

by Donalevan Maines

Tickets: from $35

Spammed: The na-
tional touring pro-
duction of Monty
Python's Spamalot,

AR e Breathtaking View
Theatre Under The

Stars and Cadillac WAL nuwng i I ‘713} 224'7575

Broadway Across www.houstonsymphony.org

e

America, opens on
May 22 in Houston,
Below: Ken Davis,

the production

stage manager. BVI’OI'I K- Menﬂl'd D-c-
17 years experience

Do you have prolonged pain?
ave you ever met a gay man who doesn't love sparkling Headaches?
costumes, handsome knights and leggy showgirls? And what Neck/Back Pain?
lesbian doesn’t like a flying cow?” Auto Accident?

To Ken Davis, those are rhetorical questions. For more than Work Related Injury?
a year, Davis has been the out production stage manager for
the national touring company of a Tony Award-winning musical Call for an
showeasing all those elements. Lovingly ripped off from the film appointment OGAN

classic Monty Python and The Holy Grail, the show, playing May 'Qdﬂv!

22— June 17 at the Hobby Center, is Spamalot.

D.D.S., P.A.
TOSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

“Cross Camelot with a funny word [spam] and you get Spa
malot,” explains Davis, the Cineinnati native whose job is to > Yoted as one of Housto

keep every |u-|'l'|'-|'r1|:111<‘t'- true to director Mike Nichols' and writer . ; !
(and original member of the famed Monty Python troupe) Eric . 1 B p 1 TUI;G{]E_E!;“IQ!] o

Idle’s manic vision of King Arthur and his Knights of the Round
Table as they embark on "u ir quest for the Holy Grail.

Donalevan Maines regularly writes about entertainment for OutSmart.

530 Waugh Dr.
Houston TX 77019

IN ‘'SPAMALOT'! Theatre Under The Stars, which co-presents

Spamalot with the Cadillac Broadway Across America series, Menﬂ fd 2 TR S = o
hosts one of its Out@TUTS nights for GLBT musical-theater 3400 Montroze, B LA SR 713.942.859
; fans following the May 24 performance. Info: www.tuts.com. 713.526.595¢ W | Ihe lender in whitond 3 2L | 1ds
Ken Davis OutSmart is the Out@TUTS media sponsor. bkmenardde@yahoo Eom ' [ i WWW.COryioganddas.co

n’s

“Flying cows, killer rabbits, flatulent Frenchman, our own ; ! ; N ’ ONE oF THE Best DEnTISTS
show-stopping diva, and situations that are absolutely ridicu- p g OutSmart Readers’ Choice
lous—those are just a few of the reasons audiences evervwhere ! K. o Awards 2006

Ci s e SRR the GLBT Community o
are eating up Spamalot,” says Davis. in the Montrose!”

o

m
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n 2005, the Montrose Counseling Cen-

ter announced a program to help

same-sex couples who wish to become

foster parents to GLBT and question-

ing youth who are homeless or at

of becoming homeless, In announcing
the program, Ann J. Robison, the center’s
executive director, stated, “Up until now,
Houston GLBTQ youth had very limited
options, such as couch hopping at friends’
homes, staying at a faith-based residential
shelter for youth, or living on the streets.
Our first step, obviously, is to identify
GLBT and GLBT-affirming adults who are
interested in becoming foster parents to
these youth, provide them with training
on GLBTQ vouth issues and culture, and
then through a collaboration with a couple
of licensed foster care agencies, we will
refer GLBTQ youth up to the age of 18 for
placement.”

Sean Reilly is one of those in the GLBT
community who has stepped forward in
response to the center’s eall for “GLBT-af-
firming adults.” Reilly, who serves on the
board of the Montrose Counseling Center,
and his partner, Charlie Finch, say they
are ready to take on parenthood. When

they first merged their lives four years ago,

Finch and Reilly had each expressed a de-
sire to one day rear a family. Now they are
certain that they want to do it together.
“We are a stable, loving and fortunate
couple, and both want to start a family,”
says Reilly. “We have talked about it since
we first started dating, and we are at a
point in our lives where we are ready. We
believe that we have a lot of love and want
to have children to share our lives with.”
Both men grew up in supportive fami-
lies and now want to be there for someone
who has not been as fortunate as they
have. They are convinced that being gay
is a plus in creating an environment of ac-
ceptance and unconditional love.
“Growing up gay is tough,” Reilly says.

56 MAY 2007 OutSmart

According to the
National Foster
Parent Association,
there are 513,000
children in foster
care in this country.
May is National
Foster Care Month,
and this year, the
organizers have
announced that
they are especially
welcoming of same-
sex prospective
foster parents

By Natasha Avey
Photo by Dalton DeHart

“We both used to wonder how nice it would
have been to have someone earlier on in
our lives that could have told us that there
is nothing wrong with me as a person, that
our feelings were natural and nothing to be
ashamed of, and how to manage society's
pressures in a healthy way. We would like
the opportunity to be there for someone
like we would have wanted for ourselves.”

Though conservative forces in Texas
continue their pressure to ban gay and
lesbian couples from adoption, Reilly says
they are determined to find a way to raise
a family and make a difference. “Every-
thing worthwhile has its challenges,” he
states. “There are several success stories,
some are close friends of ours.”

Reilly and Finch are good friends with

4
-21_

a lesbian couple, one of whom has con-
ceived and given birth to two children; the
other has adopted the children. They also
know a gay couple who adopted through
an agency that works with gay couples,
and another gay couple of their acquain-
tance have gone the route of surrogacy.
Finch and Reilly are encouraged by these
examples.

“1 am confident that we will get there;
it is just a matter of the way we get there,”
says Reilly.

Matt Kruger and Steve Riley, another gay
couple committed to parenthood, have
been foster parents to two young brothers,
one 3 ' years old, the other 21 months.
“We are still doing ‘foster to adopt,” which

ey
Their two dads: Steve Riley () and Matt

Kruger have served as foster-care parents to
two young brothers for a year. Because they
have reached a delicate stage in the “foster

to adopt” process, the couple asked to be
photographed without the boys. “The unknown
is the worst] Riley says.

basically means we are their foster par-
ents until parental rights are terminated
and the adoption phase can being,” Riley
says. “There is a court hearing in about
two weeks that may determine the
future direction. We are still working
with Spaulding For Children; they are
a very gay-friendly adoption and foster
care agency.”

Like Reilly and Finch, both Kruger
and Riley are successful professionals.
Riley is an engineer at NASA and Kruger

manages a Kohl's store. The advice they
have for GLBT prospective foster or
adoptive parents is no different than the
advice they would offer any couple prepar-
ing to take children into their home.

“Be realistic about the process,” Riley
says. “Children change your life 100
percent. I know for us that was quite
eye-opening, although overall enjoyable.
Know that the things you used to enjoy
without kids may not be possible with
kids. It totally transforms your lives.
Know what you are comfortable with from
a child's standpoint. For instance, are you
comfortable with physical, mental, and/or
emotional issues that some of the kids in
CPS [Child Protective Services] care may
have? Most of all, realize that having kids
is possible, even in Texas, even though
you are GLBT. There are so many couples
doing it guccessfully!”

Riley adds that the waiting has been
the most difficult part of the foster care-
adoption process. “The unknown—wait-
ing to see what happens with the birth
family’s rights so that we can proceed
with adoption—is the worst. We are going
on 12 months with the kids now, and still
do not have closure.”

Ewven with that frustration, Riley and
Kruger encourage other gay, leshian,
and transgender people who want to
become parents to pursue that dream.
Parenthood is possible, even for same-sex
couples.

“I think the one misconception out
there is that adoption costs a tremendous
amount of money,” adds Riley, who is a
volunteer facilitator with HATCH, the
support group for GLBT and question-
ing youth. “It doesn’t have to. There are
different types of adoptions, and going
the CPS route has low/no cost and high
benefits, with the drawback being not too
much say in the children or the issues
they may have. Private adoption of course

costs a lot, and the children are more
‘ruaranteed’ in terms of children avail-
able for adoption, but anyone ean go to an
agency that deals with the state and have
kids as soon as just a few months later for
pretty much nothing out of pocket. Matt
and I were prepared to have to spend a
lot of money and were shocked to find out
it was going to be basically free—and the
health care, college, and other benefits
included were just amazing.”

As we go to press, the 2007 session of the
Texas legislature is stalled in its attempt to
ban gay and lesbian adoption.

Natasha Avey reported on sports teams in the
community in our March issue.

L] |
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If you are interested in considering

becoming a foster-care or adoptive

parent, here are a few information

resources:

= Eaquaury Texas (for state legislative
updates), www.equalitytexas.org

* Houston GAy & LEseiAN PARENTS,
www.hglp.org

* Human RigHTs Campaicn FamiLy
Prolect, www.hrc.org

* Nationat Gay & Leseian Task Force
ParenT & Family PrROGRAM, WWW.
thetaskforce.org

* NarionaL Foster Care MoNTH, www.
fostercaremonth.org

OutSmart  MAY 2007 57




OutSmart at Home

by Tim Brookover
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THE LIFE OUTSIDE A N

A few treasures to make the outdoors really great this season

e are a hardy group in the Houston/Galvesten area. Even as we confront the hottest months of the year, most
of us still enjoy spending time outdoors—especially in our yards, on our patios, and around our pools, Here

are a few of our favorite pieces to enhance your summer time.
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FLY AWAY. Accent the flower garden with
stainless-steal dra f 3=
Butterflies also avai
Corner, 3423 White Qak, 713

/

Shower Foreyer

i
Nl

N “Sunbrella”

AR j tlleries

1 solid A = : L
5 \ /8 with the ot Water Guy
ght), $300. All from The Blair Hl.l_-u:-t—_' \\\u 'y r s
4901 Rose at Durham, 713/869-5558 A

1 It's All About Her

o vy TAKAGI

Tankless Gas Water Heaters

HERON THERE. The 4

al, crafted

Heron Pec

SALES = INSTALLATION = SERVICE

Tankless Water Heaters

-1 Endless Hot Water
i ﬁ Save Money

from 1/4-i

v of 1/4-inch steel, ¢
low bowl for use 3 sraaf finish, and hanc
birdbath or a glass top

eate a patio table.

high adult-
From The Artful Corne

713/426-4ART.

SAND AND SEA. Heading for the

Houston Metal A

show, May -_.1_:_—,_ Perch at the water's edge in style with the CALL

Tarnd table

and chairs e PR H

constructed OT WATE R
ON THE TABLE of solid acacia
The versatile Applaré gate-leg table and powder-
is made of solid acacia and seats from coated steel 832- 6 7 3 - 090 9
two to four guests, depending on the $59.89. From
configuration. $59.99. From IKEA, 7810 IKEA, 7810
Katy Fwy., 713/688-7867, www.ikea.com. Katy Fwy., OR VISIT

713/688-7867,

www.HotWaterGuys.com

wiww.ikea.com
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by Nancy Ferd

LACK PRIDE. Jensen Atwood, who
plays Wade on Logo’s Noah's Are, and
former Destiny’s Child songstress, I_atﬂya
Luckett, headline festivities at the downtown
Club 2020 for Houston Splash weekend.
The event, also known as Black Gay
Pride, begins May 4 with parties, concerts,
a Galleria shopping binge at citywide lo-
cations including Bartini, The Meridien
Toyz, Rich’s, Warehouse Live, and Dave &
Buster’s. Partiers traditionally spend Sun-
day afternoon on Galveston’s East Beach for
some actual “splashing.” Details: 832/443
1016 = www. houstonsplash.com = www
club2020houston.com.

UR FAVORITE BAND. Local

television personality and popular

stylist Michael Kemper has been tapped to
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Bernstein, a
of Pride

p-m

host the final Houston Pride Band concert
Our Favorite Things, con-
ducted by the band’s artistic director, Jason have a few seats left for its May 22 repeat.
Stephens. Selections include Cole Porter’s
“Begin the
tav Holst's The Planets,
nd other favorite arrangements
Band members. May 10, 7:30
Resurrection Metropolitan Commu-
nity Church. Details: B32/265-3346 * www. Voice, tenor Kenneth Gayle presents Oxni

of the season,

houstonprideband.org.

OU SNOOZE, YOU LOSE.
Though barely two years old, the Bayou
City Women's Chorus is already selling out
its concerts. Such is the case for the May 19
presentation of The Heart of the Home, which May 4,
explores the songs of “gquintessential female

singers and songwriters.”

Beguine,” “Jupiter” from Gus-

ISTORY BOY. What do Winston
H{.‘.hurchill. Ronald Reagan, Bob Hope,

Joan Crawford, Mae West, Johnny
Depp, Muhammed Ali, and Pope John Paul
Il have in commen with renowned gay
showman,Jade Esteban Estrada (pictured)?
All have been honored with the title of
Kentucky Colonel, Kentucky's highest ae-
knowledgment of ambassadors of goodwill
and fellowship around the world.

<
J“ .
—
—

What most of them lagk in commen
with Estrada (with the possibleexception
of Crawford, West, and JP2) is the ability to
fill out a dress and hold anaudience enrapt
with a hysterical history lesson.

Bringing to life a passel of these
new characters, Col. Estrada returns to
Houston this month with his ICONS: The
Lesbian & Gay History of the World, Vol. 3.
The award-winning selo musical comedy
show, scheduled May 9, 8 p.m., benefits
Gulf Coast Archive and Museum of GLBT
History and GALLO (Gay & Lesbian Latin
Organization). 1415 Bar & Grill, 1415
California St. Details: 713/692-8735 * www.,
gFeam.org.

turing selections hy Cyndi Lauper, Holly Near,
Carole King, Ann Reed, and others, may still

7:30 p.m. Bering Me |'|i:|r1-|| United Method-
ist Church. Details: 713/621-7464 = www
tunes by Leonard bepahouston.org.

AYLE FORCE. A follow-up to

his successful one-man-show, One

Voice, One Heart...Revealed, a soul-stirring
concert spanning opera to gospel. That
night Gayle, who frequently performs in
conjunction with the AIDS Foundation
Houston Mukuru Arts for AIDS series,
also performs selections from his new CD,
7:30 p.m. Unity Church of Chris-
tianity. Details: www.unityhouston.org. *

The concert, fea-  713/782-4050, W

MAY 18 -
JUNE 8, 2007

n—_r"
| S
TICKETS: $25, $20 Seniors & Students

THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS 8 PM, SUNDAYS 2:30 PM

FOR TICKETS, GROUP RATES & INFORMATION CALL etc AT
409-762-3556 ox 877-762-3556.

www.islandetc.org
2001 postoffice st, galveston 1
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Joe hlarid ™
Tramonte
REALTY

1802 Broadway, Suite 122
Galveston, Texas
www.TramonteRealty.com

2002 - 2006
OutSmart Readers Choice
Five years in a row!

Resort  Commercial

Resideﬁtial

AR

Tramonte

800-765-4030
409-765-9837

V]@ TramonteRealty.com

DON'T MISS A BASH
OF HISTORIC PROPORTIONS
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;\N OPENING NIGHT
PrEVIEW PARTY FOR
THE 33RD ANNUAL
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}H OMES TOUR

Friday, May 4, 8 p.m. to midnight
875 per person, $140 per couple
1569 Marcus (. McLemore Mansion
1019 16th Street, Galveston Island

Tickets: www.galvestonhistory.org
or 409-765-7834

Moonlight and Martinis includes tours of the
Mcl.emore Mansion, the 1929 Scottish Rite
Cathedral, the 1882 Trucheart Adriance Building,
the 1891 Engine House, and a loft at the 1874
Sergeant Building. Dance music provided by the
Down to Earth Band. Heavy hors d’ocuvres by
Jim Manning’s The Market on Avenue L and
Catered Affairs. Party tickets also include admis-
sion to all four days of the Galveston Historic
Homes Tour, first two weekends in May.

GALVESTON;COM wousron, © DOUise home %

SOUTHWEST.COM™
CHRONICLE b $
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OPEN THURSDAY UNTIL 9 P.M.
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Specializing in Unique Bands
Individually styled, handcrafted and Swiss made--
since 1858
SIMPLY THE FINEST!

| W Marks

3841 Bellaire Blvd. - Houston - 713-668-5000
2623 Town Center Blvd. - Sugar Land - 281-275-5000
Hours: Mon.-Sat.10-6 Thu. 10-9
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(Entertainmemt Weekly, 4/6/07 Christine Spines)
Re: Yerhoeven directing 1990's Total Recall with Arnold Schwar-

zenegger.
[ remember rehearsing a seene where Sharon [Stone] sits on top
of [Schwarzenegger| and it's slightly sexual. Sharon said, “How
should 1 do that?”
Arnold. I think [ even gave him a kiss. He didn't care at all.

So 1 said, “Let me show you,” and straddled

(actress, The Doom Generation)

(Radar, Mar/Apr/07, Sarah Home)
Sarah Horne: [Grindhouse] was shot in Austin. How did you
like Texas?

Rose MeGowan: | had my head down most of the time, but when
I had time off, I was like, *

out to the Rainbow Cattle Company, a gay and lesbian bar. It

Where can [ line dance?” I would go

was hot. We'd be on the dance floor, and all of a sudden, it was

like a silent signal and everyone knew Lo get i line. It was very

(The Showbiz Show with David q.[ ade, 3/07)

Lance Bass is reportedly writing a tell-all autobiography called
Cut of Syne

gay in the macho world of boy bands.

(The Real World: Denver, 3101, vig
Re: On why she’s wat

ficrte sex

The book will center around the challenge of being

ate Davis and his boy IF:"."r'.'.'a.i'

I'm sick of laving out and I'm sick of grocery shopping. S0 why

not watch two gay men messing around?

(The Out Traveler, Summer/07 Matthew Link)

Matthew Link: Gay travel is a multibillion-dollar industry now.
Would you have expected that in your lifetime?

Gore Vidal: Well, I have never divided people between gay and

{writer)

straight. Evervbody is the same. Sex is a continuum—different
phases at different stages of life. Sexual activities may seem to
be fashionable in one period and not another. It goes along with
the general history of the human race, [ have never paid much
attention to these arbitrary divisions, And I have never lived

in a ghetto

)
(Emtertainment Weekly, 4/20/07, Paul Katz)

Re: He and Tony Randall as Oscar Madison and Felix Unger in
TV’s The Odd Couple

The executives at the network figured two guys living alone
together
Today you can’t have a successful show unless you have a gay

8 (actor, The Odd Cauple)

they had to be gay, and that would [hurt] the ratings.

person in it.

(The Colbert Repart, 3/21/07, Comedy Central)

I won a GLAAD Media Award
last night [March 27] for my
positive portrayal of gays
and lesbians in the media.
I'm assuming it was some
kind of clerical error, which
is strange, given how neat
those people are.

Compiled by Blase DiStefano

LA—LlI I_’Zflfl rﬂ (comedianfactor)

(TV Guide, 3/26/07, G J Donnelly)
Eddie

voungest son, Sam, ts a lransvestite.

G J Donnelly: You're known for performing in drag. Does Wayne’s son

Sam remind you of yourself?

Eddie Izzard: Well, yeah. I pitched it to the show that he should have my sexual-
ity ‘cause when I came onboard he was already written as a transvestite. I don't
call it drag; I call it wearing dresses. Basically Sam is B

like what I would've been. Straight transvestite sexual-
ity is sittin” here. Because I know it and you can keep

checking with me where it should go.

How long does it take you to put on makeup?
Well, I've been in boy mode for a while now, but the
fastest I've ever done it is 20 minutes. Depends on
what you're getting ready for. As women know.

Eddie lzzard (pictured here in a publicity photo from The Riches): Is he a sweet transvestite?
Insers: Aidan Mitchell plays Sam Malloy, lzzard's character's transvestite son on The Riches;
the DVD cover of lzzard's Emmy-winning special, Dress to Kill.

zzard plays Wayne Malloy on The Riches. On this new FX series, Wayne’s

Stephen Colbert
(seen here in his
Comedy Central
show The Colbert
Report): Is he glad
he won a GLAAD
Media Award?

J wm . ; 1 ] "
ToriSpelliny.........
(Entartainment Weekly, 3/23/07, Lindsay Sofl
Lindsay Soll: Who would star in the movie of
your life?

Tori Spelling: A really pretty drag queen. There’s

this one called Suppositori Spelling. I love drag
queens and they love me.

& FD\)\F lﬂm




MINDING THE GAP

‘Notes on a Scandal’ and ‘The History Boys’ provide higher learning

Notes on a Scandal swings like the
pendulum do
by Nancy Ford

ife, she’s a pendulum. For

decades, cinematic and literary

representation of homosexual-
ity almost always ended badly: The
story’s finale found the herofine either
swinging at the business end of a
noose, or, perhaps even more damag-
ing, switching teams to live hap-
pily ever after with the opposite-sex
co-star.

After GLAAD raged at the produc-
ers of 1992’s Basic Instinct in which
Sharon Stone played a bi bad guy, the
pendulum swung to the other side:
Priscilla was queen of the desert,
Billy got his Hollywood
screen kiss, and
Andrew Beckett
won his lawsuit in
Philadelphia (not to
mention an Oscar for
Tom Hanks).

These days the
pendulum swings
both ways, you should
pardon the expression.

Girls and boys: Cate Blanchett (I) and Judi Dench star in
Notes on a Scandal. Below: Richard Griffiths (1) and Ste-
phen Campbell Moore star in The History Boys.

While Brokeback broke our hearts,

neither of the protagonists was the

villain nor the good guy..,
per se.

And now on DVD
comes Notes on o Sean-
dal, Zoe Heller’s bril-
liant story of obsession

and loneliness, a toxic

combination that here
blurs the line between
hero and villain.
As Sheba, Cate
Blanchett is a capable
vet unfulfilled wife, mother, and art
teacher at a private and proper Lon-
don school, preoccupied with “mind-
ing the gap”™—that gap being the
distance between life as one dreams
it and life as it 1s.

portraying Sheba’s spinster colleague
Barbara, does her best to fill Sheha's
gap. After witnessing her friend
indulging in an unspeakable LeTour-
neau-type act, Barbara schemes to
elevate the women's friendship to
something more substantial

SeoiLer ALERT: It doesn’t end well
for either woman. But clearly, the

MORE DVD/VHS REVIEWS/PREVIEWS

Young Soul Rebels
% In Young Soul Rebels, an interracial
M sex act in the bushes turns into 2
; 2 murder, which sets off a police in-
vestigation and waves of controversy
in London's black community. The
year is 1977, and there is fighting in
the streets, and the authorities seem
more interested in harassing the victim's friends than
in solving the crime. A riveting look at the forces of
race, class, and sex that reshaped the UK. just before
the Thatcher years, lsaac Julien's breakthrough film,
which won the 1991 Critics' Week Prize at Cannes, is
as exciting as ever today. = 1991, Directed by Isaac Ju-
lien (Looking for Langsten). = From Strand Releasing
(www.strandreleasing.com). —Preview: Troy Carrington

Fun Down There

Dne of the early titles of the New Queer Cinema, this
is a slice-of-fife tale of coming out and coming of age.
Buddy (Michael Waite) leaves his intolerant family for
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== | NY. There he has his first sexual encoun-
ﬂﬂ | ter and finds a partner, Joseph (Nicko-
' y | las B. Nagourney), from whom he leams

i | how to survive in a big city at the dawn
|
=

of the AIDS virus. = 1989, Written and
- directed by Roger Stigliano. = Available
|=s= """ | May 15 from Strand Releasing (www.
strandreleasing.com). —Preview: Eric A.T. Dieckman

Big Oreams in Littie Hope
ey == In this lesbian road comedy, Kelly (Em-
W;_, ily A. Burton) gathers data for a market
= research firm. When assigned to a job
in the tiny town of Little Hope, she is
teamed up with Linda (Julie Goldman).
Mismatched and without available
rooms at the local hotel, the two are
forced ta bunk at a hastel. Will things get hostile? Or will
they find a cammon ground? = 2008, Written and directed
by Erin Greenwell. = Available May 29 from Wolfe (www.
WolfeVideo.com or 1-800-GET-WOLFE). —Preview: E.D.

Idol
sesmmmemreess Who can resist a mockumentary?
ID OL Kerry Mitchell (Scott Victor Nelson)
e o 1S barely making rent in Hollywood.
—— Mega-star Lance Hardcastle (Mat-
b= o thew Jett Schaefer) dies, leaving
) behind a role in the first TV spy-ac-
e tion show with a oay lead. Mitchell
leaps at the opportunity, using his homosexuality as
a means to getting the part. But he also has a juicy
secrel that could crush his career and discredit the
network. = 2006. Co-directed by Chris Long and Mike
Heim. = From Indie-Pictures (www.Indie-Pictures.
com). —Preview: ED,

Eating Out 2: Sloppy Seconds

In the first sequel to a gay feature in the history of
American cinema, Kyle {Jim Verraros) has his eyes
set on Troy (Marco Dapper), the hot new guy in town.
Since his scheme for his roommate to land a girl
by pretending to be gay (in the first Eating Ouf) —

The impeccable Dame Judi Dench,

villain here is neither the lonely Sheba nor
the even lonelier Barbara, but the closet.
Perhaps that's why Notfes, despite its
unflattering portrayal of same-sex attrac-
tion, elicited nary a peep of derision from
GLAAD.

Swing on, big pendulum, swing on.

2006. Directed by Richard Eyre (Stage
Beauty). From Fox Home Entertainment
(www.foxhome.com).

It's all just a little bit of History Boys
repeating
by John Stiles

he History Boys is smart, funny,
touching, sensitive, sweet, and
subversive.

Eight of the brightest boys this werking
class school has ever produced are vying
for entry into England’s version of Harvard
and Yale—Oxford and Cambridge. The
school's headmaster (Clive Merrison), a
smarmy old twit, brings in a consultant
(Stephen Campbell Moore) to hone the
boys and give them the “edge” they'll need.
The sharpener is a slick voung fellow keen
on the fresh approach, the odd angle, the
alternative view that will distinguish his

charges from the mass of boys jockeying for

position.

His method stands in contrast to their
“GGeneral Studies” teacher, Hector (Richard
Griffiths, whose Broadway role as Hector
won him a Tony last year). Hector is an ag-
ing, rotund, throwback more interested in
kindling the boys interest in learning than
pumping their scores on an entrance exam
His interest in the boys extends well south
of their fertile minds as he occasionally
rives them a lift on the back of his motor-
bike. His ineffectual fumbling is tolerated
by the boys as they each take their turn on
Heetor’s hot seat.

These are some world-weary boys, to
be sure, but they never lose their charm
ind we never cease to be entertained. (The
boys are played by James Corden, An-
drew Knott, Russell Tovey, Jamie Parker,
Samuel Anderson, Sacha Dhawan, Samuel
Barnett, and Dominic Cooper.)

Originally a multiple British Tony
ward winner, the play’s author (openly
gay Alan Bennett) also wrote the screen-
play. The theater cast appears en masse
in the film (shot in an amazingly brief six
weeks) and their comfort with each other
ind the material shows through. In the
words of two English beermakers, “.. use
the stage actors in the film? Brilliant!” The
History Boys is brilliant indeed.

2006, Directed by openly gay Nicholas Hyt-
ner (The Object of My Affection). From Fox

Home Entertainment (www.foxhome.com). B

| m continued from page 50

tries—Botswana, Namibia, Zambia, and Zimba-
bwe—gives gay travelers more than enough to
do in one trip. The thundering cacophony and
misty air filled with rainbows (even more visible
during a full moon) ereated by the Great Zam-
bezi River is unforgettable. Gay-friendly hotels
like the Royal Livingstone bring a welcome addi-
tion to safaris and trips through nearby jungles,
the Kalahari, and Luangwa Valley.

Stewart Cale (www.stewart-cole.com/gay)

AUSTRALIA

Sydney & Melbourne
Gay Mardi Gras in Sydney is still hailed as
one of the biggest gay parties in the world. It
was recently named one of the top 10 interna-
tional costume parties by Conde Naste Traveler
magazine and the best gay event in the world
by PlanetOut. The event actually kicks off with
the Sleaze Ball in September. But Mardi Gras
itself arrives in February or March. The week of
Mardi Gras has over 100 different venues and
activities, and 2008 will be the 30th-anniversary
celebration. The Midsumma Festival and cel-
ebration in Melbourne will be in its 20th yearin
2008, The festival runs three full weeks and four
weekends and generally draws about 100,000
visitors. Melbourne is also home of the first gay
and lesbian chorus, founded in 1990

One of the most reputable tour operators
for this market is Above and Beyond Tours,
although there are several new operators even
in this market.

GAY & LESBIAN CRUISES

Atlantis Events, RSVP Vacations, and Olivia
are still the big three when it comes to gay and
lesbian cruises. However, there are several
smaller new tour operators in the cruise market,
One of these, Travel Pride & Romance Voyages,
15 currently offering all-gay cruise charters to
exciting and exotic destinations including the
Baltic, Egypt, the Galapagos, and the Caribbean
cruise for New Year's

The biggest cruize of 2008 is Atlantis Events'
Liberty of the Seas in January, with 3,700

passengers sailing the Caribbean departing
from Miami.

The newest addition to the high gay seas
is RSVP's Tahiti eruise, scheduled for Thanks-
giving 2008 on the Star Flyer, with a capacity
of only 170 guests. Expect this eruise to sell
out quickly.

At press time, there was limited avail-
ability remaining for the RSVP transatlantic
crozsing on Cunard’s Queen Mary 2, leaving
from New York on May 29.

The final big North American cruise in
2007 is Atlantis’ Mexican Riviera cruise, in
October.

Both Atlantis and RSVP still have avail-
ability for their end-of-summer 2007 Mediter-
ranean cruises, Both will offer Mediterranean
cruises in 2008,

Olivia Cruises’ Alaskan Frontiers ex-
cursion, setting sail September 9, will lure
women with Indigo Girls and Meg Christian
as its headliners, The main attraction of the
weeklong tour, however, is Alaska’s marvelous
coastline and culturally rich port towns.

There are also several operators that book
gay groups on regular cruises. These trips can
always be found at lower rates than any of
the all-gay charters. Some are more reputahle
than others, and some pull many more clients
than others. The unfortunate aspeet with
these gay groups is that you have no guaran-
tee regarding the number of cabins that will
actually be part of your group.

TRAVEL RESOURCES

www.prideloronto.com

www.itlantisevents cof

WA, TRV

vwww. mardigras.org.an
www, aboveandbevondtours.com
wwiw payskiweek eom

www. ibbeyhotelvallaria ¢om

www, bluechairs.com

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY

* Certified IMAGO Relationship Therapist
* Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor

24 Years Counseling Experience

DENISE O’DOHERTY
3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 210 = HOUSTON, 77098

(713) 524-9525
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me=smmmmss worked so well, Kyle gets help from
:-%U-;”,tl A friends—and a support group for
et noonmd. e BX-gays—to play the straight card
& and get the Adonis. Look for Mink
N Stole of John Waters fame. « 2006.
o Co-written and directed by Philip
Bartell. = Available May 29 from
Ariztical Entertainment (www.ariztical.com).
—Preview: E.D.

Mr. Leather
Mr. Prime Choice and Daddy of

S Montrose hopefuls—or anyone whao
ll “cherishes the abnormal™—will love
this explicit yet genial primer out-
lining the brotherhood, responsibili-
ties, and accoutrement of all things
leather. The film, with its generous
honus features, follows a fistful of contestants as
they prepare for the 2003 Mr. Los Angeles Leather
competition. Yes, sir! « Available May 22 from Libera-
tion Entertainment (www.libent.com). —Preview: N.F.

The Queen

There's something gay and something good about The
{ueen, a story of the British Royal Monarchy during
the time of Princess Diana's death. The “something
gay" is a disparaging remark about homasexuals made
by the Queen's husband; there's alsa film footage of

Elton John and Tom Cruise at Diana’s
funeral {not together, of course). The
“something good” is Helen Mirren.
You may very well appreciate the real
(Jueen after seeing Miren’s touching
portrayal of the stoic monarch. Mi-
chael Sheen's performance as Prime
Minister Tony Blair is the perfect compliment to Mirren's
Oscar-winning turn as Queen Elizabeth. = 2008. Directed
by Stephen Frears (My Beautiful Laundrette, Prick Up
Your Ears). = From Miramax Home Entertainment {(www.
miramax.com). —Review; Blase DiStefano

Mahogany

; Tracy/Mahogany (Diana Ross) is an
™ ambitious young secretary determined
to make her dreams of becoming a
fashion icon a reality. Anthony Perkins
portrays Sean McAvoy, a gay fashion
photographer who first shapes then
attempts to derail her career. The
film won an Oscar for Best Music with “Theme from
Mahogany (Do You Know Where You're Going Ta?))" «
FYl: Perkins, a closeted homosexual, once had a rela-
tionship with OutSmart cover boy Tab Hunter (see Out-
Smart November 2005). = 1975, Written and directed
by Berry Gordy. = Available May 1 from Paramount
Home Entertainment (www.paramount.com/homeenter

tainment), —Preview: £.D.

Little Children
Friogtes i Nominated for three Oscars, Sarah
(Kate Winslet, who played gay in
Heavenly Creatures) leads a seem-
ingly mundane life in this drama. But
is her husband cheating on her? Is
her neighbor & transvestite? Does her
. husband's co-worker have rough gay
sex in public bathrooms? I's as unclear as her rela-
tionship with Brad (Patrick Wilson, who played gay
in Angels in Aimerica), a similarly disaffected stay-at-
heme hubby. Can they he friends, or does fate have
something more treacherous in store? = 2006. Co-
written and directed by Todd Field. = From New Line
Home Entertainment (www.newline.com and www.
littlechildrenmovie.com), —Preview: ED.

Mind of Mencia: Season 2 Uncensored

This is a two-dise set featuring all
14 episodes, including the one in
which Mencia hits the streets to
ask, “Is gay the new black?" Bonus
materials are completely uncen-
sored and include over 30 minutes
- of extras (deleted scenes, bloopers,
and outtakes). Guest stars featured include Dave
Attell, Peter Boyle, Cheech Marin, Tracy Morgan,
and Jamie Kennedy. = From Comedy Central (www.
comedycentral.com). —Preview: T.C. W

Feeling anxious? Overwhelmed?
Still haven’t found “it”? Let’s talk.

* Relationships and Family
« Post-Traumatic Stress
* Depression, Anxiety, Bipalar Disorder

Insurance Accepted
D. Scott Stanley, MS, LMFT, LPC
281-960-3991 » mftshrink@yahoo.com
1458 Campbell Rot
Houston, Texas 77055 « Fax: 71

Evening and weekend appointments available.

ART KELLER, DC.

Auto Accidents

Work Injuries
Sports Injuries

Impairment Ratings

713.781.3344

CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

Acu puncture

3033 Chimney Rock at Richmond, Suite 440

LIVING WITH
HIV/AIDS?

NEED LEGAL HELP?

NAACP HOUSTON BRANCH
offers free legal services
to those who qualify
* Wills, Durable Powers of Attorney
.'D‘l _l.. m" I 't.l B
* Social Security Appeals, Insurance Issues
* Divorce, Custody, Child Support

Call for an appointment
713-526-3389 ext. 11

66 MaY 2007 OutSmart

KATE, ERROL, & 7 BUTTS

Classic box sets for the film purisi

enjamin Franklin said the only

certainties in this world are

death and taxes. I would add (1)
the strange popularity of American Idol,
and (2) the endless supply of classic films
turning up in fancy box collections. Since
I have zero interest in Sanjaya's hairdos
and less than zero interest in his vocal
cords, I'll concern myselfinstead with the
second category, namely new
collections devoted to Katha-
rine Hepburn, Errol Flynn,
and “essential” American
musicals. ... The title of the
Hepburn set, The Katharine
Hepburn 100th Anniversary
Collection, is maybe a bit
misleading because, believe
it or not, she really didn'
appear in movies for 100
years. No, they're celebrating
the centennial of her birth
(1907) with a box containing
Morning Glory (1933), Svivia
Scarlett (1936), Dragon Seed
(1944), Without Love (1945),
Undercirrent (1946), and
The Corn Is Green (1978),
the latter being a fine TV
remake of a Bette Davis clas-
sic. Hepburn won her first
of four Oscars for Morning
Glory, and it's easy to see
why, but I would single out a
couple of the other titles for
the must-haves of this set.
In Sylvia Searlett she spends
much of the film in drag as a
boy who seems to hold great
allure for leading men Cary
Grant and Brian Aherne. And
in Dragon Seed she plays a
Chinese girl (1 swear I'm not
making this up) who becomes
a guerrilla to oppose the in-
vading Japanese, (Note: Although I had
never seen this film version of the Pearl
5. Buck novel, I do recall reading the book
at rather an early age and being maybe
a bit foo interested in a section where a
handsome yvoung Chinese man is gang-
raped by a group of Japanese soldiers.
Hurd Hatfield, as far as I can tell, plays
that young man in the movie, but don't
expect to see that rape scene in a movie
from 1944} ... Considering all the stories,

EmmOL Fivmn

rumors, and innuendos associated with
heartthrob Errol Flynn (accused rapist,
Nazi agent, bisexual), one almost expects,
or hopes, to find him getting it on with a
horde of Japanese soldiers in at least one
of the films contained in Errol Flynn: The
Signature Collection Volume 2. Unfortu-
nately, you won't find anything like that
in The Charge of the Light Brigade (1936),
The Dawn Patrol (1938),
Dive Bomber (1941), Gentle-
man Jim (1942}, or even
The Adventures of Don Juan
(1948). However, Flynn was
probably the “sexiest man
alive” of his day, and in this
collection you get him in top
form as swashbuckler, rogue,
and hero—if not rape victim.
Actually, I didn’t get around
to viewing the rather sugges-
tively titled Dive Bomber, so
I'm not really sure what the
rascal is up to in that one. ...
Essential Classics: American
Musicals includes only three
examples of film musical
Americana: Meet Me in St.
Louis (1944), Seven Brides
for Seven Brothers (1954),
and The Music Man (1962).
While none of these are what
I'd call personal favorites,
I guess I'd agree that all
three are essential viewing
for expanding one’s cin-
ema literacy. For instance,
yvou need to know that the
really high point in Meet
Me in St. Louis is the scene
where cute little Margaret
(’Brien brags about killing
an old man! You need to
hear Shirley Jones’ version
of “Til There Was You” in
The Music Man. so you can compare it
with the Beatles' version. And although
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers is
hardly what I'd eall a great musical,
it should be noted that those brothers
do quite a lot of very athletic dancing.
The film could have been called Seven
Butts on Seven Brothers. * From Warner
Home Video (www.warnervideo.com).
The Katharine Hepburn set is available
May 29. —Reviews: Jack Varsi B

Visit Dessert Gallery, online
or at one of our locations, for
cakes, pies, cookies, corporate
gifts, fun treats - and a little
bit of happiness for all.
Upper Kirby District
(713) 522-9999
Galleria Area

(713) 622-0007

Sugar Land (May 2007)

www.dessertgallery.
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GrooveOut
by Gregg Shapiro

TESTIFY, SISTER

Out singer Susan Werner releases ‘The Gospel Truth’

ut performer Susan Wer-
ner has been making a
name for herself on the

singer/songwriter circuit for
some 15 years. The lowa-reared,
Chicago-based singer began her
career in the folk/pop realm, with
acclaimed discs such as Time
Between Trains and New Non-Fic-
tion, and then later, reinvented
herself as a crooner of original ;
standards on I Can't =71
Be New. On her latest

CD, the groundbreak- [ ]
ing The Gospel Truth w

Sleeve Dog Records/
susanwerner.com), Wer-
ner makes her boldest
statement to date. The
dozen songs (including
a hidden track)
praise-filled expression of spirituals and

capture the passion and

gospel musie, but without the bible thump-
ing. In fact, the subjects of the songs range
from close-minded but loud-mouthed preach-
ers in “(Why Is Your) Heaven So Small,” ts

random acts of kindness and generosity in

GrooveOut Shorts
Various Artists
New Arrivals, Volume 1
New Arrivals, Volume 2
The visually delicate yet heav-
d ily talented Rachael Sage, who
played the 2005’s Houston GLBT
Pride Festival, performs on Vol
1 and conceived Vol 2 She and
other like-minded artists, like Me-
lissa Ferrick, Ellis, and Girlyman, have waved their fees,
with all proceeds to hurricane relief and hunger projects.
Good music for good causes. From MPress Records
(www.mpressrecords.com). —Preview: Mancy Ford

Original Cast Recording
The Bubbly Black Girl Sheds Her Chamelean Skin
THE Gender, race, and relationships
SAUE=RE Y are explored in this pop musical
BLACK by Kirsten Childs, with LaChanze,
MERRN (o5t year's Best Actress Tony
CHAM f; i?h’: winner for The Calor Purple, bril-
liantly leading the cast. “Sticks
and Stones” and “Granny's Advice” make me want
to see the whole show instead of just hearing it on

68 MAY 2007 OutSmart

! i 1 : Looking for a larger purpose: Qut performer
: © Susan Werner goes gospel with her new
Mpiritually-laden CD, The Gospel Truth.

a

“Help Somebody,” to losing one’s faith in
“Lost My Religion,”
regardless of your religions affiliation, in “I

Will Have My Portion.”
songs their glow is the way in which they are

" to getting your fair share,

delivered, with

an organ, or both.

CD. From Playwrights Horizons and Ghostlight Records
(www.ghostlightrecords.com). —Review: N.F.

Various Artists

Broadway Scene Stealers—The Women
Hmadwajr Scene Stealers—The Men

These two discs focus on s0nQs
o that were not runaway hits from
their respective shows but perhaps
should have been. Includes yummies
like Dorothy Loudon's “Little Girls”
sad from Annie, Paul Wallace's “All |
Need Is the Gird" from Gypsy, Barbra Streisand's “Miss
Marmelstein” from | Can Get It For You Wholesale, and
many more. From Playbill Records (www.playbillrecords.
com). —Preview: N.F.

Mika

Life in Cartoon Motion

¥ This London-based singing/songwrit-

ing Lebanese émigré hit big with

= “Grace Kelly," the kicky first cut on

= his debut CD. Mika describes himself

as “Beck via Queen and Efton John
SN \ith a touch of Rufus W' But it's

Scissor Sisters who pop out, especially with “Big Girl

But what gives these

a thundering gospel choir or

Werner recently sat down
for a breakfast interview at
the bustling West Egg Café
in Chicago before she headed
out on tour, which includes the
May 24—June 10 Kerrville Folk
Festival in Texas Hill Country
(she is scheduled to perform on
May 28 and 29).

Gregg Shapiro: Your new CD
The Gospel Truth addresses
religion, but it's not the first
time that religion has ap-
peared in a song of yours. | was
thinking about “Sorry About
Jesus," a song from your 1998
album Time Between Trains.

Susan Werner: Like many Americans [ grew
I think that
stays with you whether you continue vour

up in a church-going family

parents’ tradition or depart from it, but it's
[ think 1 finally reached
lot
look for a sense of meaning,

there a point in

my life where, like of people, I began to

a sense of larger
purpose, because 1 was happy in all other

aspects of my life, and I wanted to look —

(You Are Beautiful)”" From Universal Republic (www.
universalrepublicrecords.com). —Review: N.F.

Macy Gray

Big

Her remarkably unusual veice
and fashion sense made her a
huge success and distinguished
her from her musical peers. Big
is nathing like Gray's previous al-
bums. This dynamic new record-
ing features a variety of styles with a bit of hip-hep and
rock. Along with guest performances by many notable
artists, the soul diva's unigue sound and soulful charms
prevail. Fram Willi.am Music/ Geffen Records (www
geffen.com), —Review: Andrea Rodricks

Hilary Duff
Dignity

Like this CD's promotional mate-
‘ rial says, “Dignity isn't for sale. It
comes from within!' Stop faugh-
|ng—she's serious. This former

Huustunian and Lizzie McGuire
S star is listed as co-executive
praducer for her third release, an apt platform to —

|
|

Beach.
Blanket.
Bingo!

QUALIFYING ROUNDS
Wed | April 18 o)

Thu | May 3
Rent a Galveston Island beach house Thu | May 17 0
and see what happens. Thu | May 31 o

Thu |June 14 N

SEMI-FINAL ROUND
Sun |June 17 N

FINAL ROUND o
Sat |June 23 o

sandnsea.com
800.880.2554

Galveston Isiand Beach House
Experts Since 1974

PROPERTIES

OPENJ-IIN'G MKY 12™

/’()

(Except June 17 - that's 7pm)

YOU'RE SUCH THE PERFORMER.

Join the Houston Area GLBT Community’s
Search for a star. Houston Pride Idol starled
April 18. The compaetition is fierce, and all of
the undiscoverad talent in the GLBT community
has an opportunity to shine in a competition
that offers fabulous prizes and a performance

|'\_| on Pride Houston's Main Stage at the
lebration on Saturday, Jung 23rd

JUDGE THY NEIGHBOR

Special guest judges have been picked to
choose the nightly finalists Diva Kimberly
Caldwell is on hand to help with the final
judging. So join your friends at Guawva Lamp
and sign up to strut your stuff on stage. Maybe
you will be Houston's first Pride Idol!

570 Waugh Dr. Houston, TX
713.524.3359

May 16
Evening with Sheryl Swoopes

May 20
Dykes of Hazard Comedy Tour

Wednesdays
%3 u-call-it; °2 domestic
With DJ Sway

Sundays Karaoke

Check our new Web site and MySpace

kABaby:::

h__!

Chancesbar.com
myspace.com/chancesclub
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fll‘Oll\'QﬂUt continued from page 68

for some way to be of larger service and feel
like my life again had a
So like many Americans I began to consider

larger purpose to it.

a return to the church. Evidently, 'm not
alone in that, in going back to see what the
church represents and if there'’s a way | want
to relate to that now. One way of looking at
it is that it's like going through childhood
things and objects and deciding if you want

to keep them or not.

What to keep and what to discard.
Yeah.
treasure and know that you always will—

Which memories and experiences you

they'll always be a part of you—and which
ones vou're happy to drop off at Goodwill and
never see again. Also, if your parents took
vou to church as a little kid, then that music
is in your ears before you're even old enough
to articulate it. Your ears are tuned to that
music. So if in later life, you depart from the
church and become a gsecular American, your

ears are still Catholic. [Laughs| My ears are

still in some way Catholic and still part of

the church. It's been interesting to me to see
how many other people have exactly these
same struggles—how to integrate how they
grew up with their adult selves. Religion is

GrooveQut Shorts ;250" ™"

distinguish her from her paparazzi-magnet contem-
poraries. From Hollywood Records (www.hollywood
records.com). —Preview: N.F.

Amy Winehouse
Back to Black

Bluesy and ballsy, this “Ronetie
from Hell," as the Village Voice
calls her, pays tribute to qirl groups
of the "50s and '60s—but with a
dark, dark twist. "Back to Black”
and “Same Linholy War" stand out.
From Universal Republic Records (www.universalrepub

licrecords.com), —Review: N.F.
Ultra Naté
Grime, Silk & Thunder

This R&Bfdance CD lifts its title
from Rolling Stone magazine’s
deseription of Nirvana's Nevermind.
R And while we appreciate her trib-
ute to Grace Jones with “Love’s the
# Only Drug,” UM is no Kurt Cobain
(nor Grace Jones, for that matter). Tedious, at best.
Available May 22 from Tommy Boy (www.tommyboy.
com). —Review: N.F

Ryland Angel
Ryland Angel
This countertenor has saccharinized recognizable clas-
sical/sacred tunes for his debut GO, like “Salve Regina,"
“Jesu Redemptor,” and "The Water Is Wide," most of
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one place where that shows up with people.
What's interesting about this project is that
music brings up memories. Music 1s more
powerful than words. Musie brings up things
at a subconscious, nonverbal level both
below and above what you can articulate

in words.

it's almost like the sense of smell.
Right.
album about gospel,
that would be a trip, right? What would it

[Laughs] If we could make a smell
about religion... Wow,

have? Incense, Cheerios...

Yes, Sunday morning breakfast smells. In
an e-mail, you talked about the research
that you did for this disc, such as attend-
ing various church services and soaking up
the proceedings. Christian music itself has
also worked its way into pop music. Did you
listen to this music as well?

I did not listen to contemporary Christian
pop. because | wanted to make many of
these songs out of musie of the church, if you
actually went to a church. Which isn’t neces-
sarily pop music—which is choirs, which is
bluegrass gospel, traditional music of the
church made with traditional elements, B3
organ, the ehoirs, hymns, biblical language
instead of contemporary language,

which were recorded at London's
famed Abbey Road Studios. Is that
Jahn Lennon we hear spinning in
his grave? From Manhattan Records
{(www.manhattanrecards.com).
—Review. N.F.

loan Armatrading

Into the Blues

Bold and unpredictable, Joan
Armatrading has stood the test
of time, Her definitive vocal style
and superh lyrics have captivated
fans since the 'T0s. A celebrated
singer/songwriter, Armatrading
proves just how much she enjoys playing the blues,
She explores this classic American art form play-
ing blues guitar and drawing from her rich soul
vibe, Into the Blues features an eclectic mix of
songs that incorporate various types of blues. From
479 Records (www.429records.com). —Preview: A.R.

DOr. Dog

We All Belong
e Ty True, the name is terrible. Despite the
lousy moniker, the band's style (early
X '- Beatles psychedelia) is compelling.
Bed After a couple listens, the harmonies
are hard to forget. The vocals on
= = “Worst Trip” are reminiscent of Ray
Di]\'lt-'b Th& G:rI' has an early Flaming Lips vibe, in the vein
of the Lips' “Tangerine" but without coming off derivative,

From Park The Van Records (www.ParkTheVan.com).
—Review: Eric A.T. Dieckman

It's funny, because | was thinking about
the song, “Loves Me Like a Rock” by Paul
Simon. But here is this man of Jewish
heritage backed up by the Dixie Hum-
mingbirds singing in a gospel style. Yet
it is the most unreligious song ever-it's a
pop song about love, but he makes those
worlds meet.

Because it's about love. I really admire Paul
Simon's ecareer because he’s really been able
to incorporate other musical languages into
his songwriting, When you do think about
Ladysmith Black Mambazo...

Of course, all the South African stuff...
And the Dixie Hummingbird stuff. So my
career 1s like Paul Simon’s career, except no
one knows who I am. [Laughs] But that's a
zood model for what it is that I'm doing with
my career, going from style to style, but still
it's songwriting—incorporating those origi-
nal musical elements, those root elements
into new songs. Let me say one thing about
Christian elements in pop music. When [ was
a little kid, there were hits like, “Put Your
Hand in the Hand of the Man”...

“who stilled the water” And “The
Lord’s Prayer” was a hit single in the
'70s, too. —

Paula Abdul
Greatest Hds —Straight Up!

s Well, shut my mouth and call
me Sanjaya—did you know that
Paula Abdul had enough “hits"” for
a greatest hits album? Neither did
l, but all 18 of them are on this
collection. Yes, 18! Available May 8
from Virgin Records (www.virginrecords.com).

—Preview: N.F.

Tracy Young

Danceculture 2

One of the circuit's most requested
producer/ DJs, Young was tapped
by Madonna Penn Rilchie to spin
at her more recent wedding. At
press time, she was scheduled to
have played her compilations at the
Purple Pdﬂ‘,‘ in Dallas on April 28. From Ferosh Records
(www.ferosh.com), —Preview: M.F.

The Alan Parsons Project

I Habn! and Eye in the Sky

= These two "T0s-era classics have
been digitally remastered and

E expanded to include 11 previously
unreleased bonus tracks. The Eric
ﬁ, \ Waolfson/Alan Parsans songwriting

and praducing team play overseers
to this new project, assuring guality renditions of past
hits, “Sirius,” "I Wouldn't Want to be Like You," and

more. From Arista/ Legacy (www.legacyrecordings.
com). —Preview: N.F. W

THE Housron PRIDE BAND

ANITA BUMP'S

AVNUAL
HALLOWEEN
FPRIPE CRUISE

Come cruise with me bitches!

Carnival Conquest 10/28/07 - 7 day

Jamaica, Grand Cayman & Cozumel

Ba Riviera Upper Hnlunr.w L'nhnn
$738 per- pei y i
$313 per p

Western Caribbean Cruise from Galvestan, TX with stops in

E REnn

PLANET pogsy |

ryoLum

I I I ———

PLANET FORD @ HWY 59

HUMBLE e KINGWOOD AREA
Highway 59 at FM 1960

2 467-1413

& SELLII\G‘
'yoLume SAUINGS!

off any Service Work !
at PLANET FORD! :

_Must present coupon. Good on Fard, Lincaln and Mercury vehicle only. Expires 630/07. I

S50

PLANET FORD @ 1-45

SPRING - WOODLANDS AREA
1-45 North at Louettia

¢119-3816

PRESENTS

@OM e 72!444,;4'

Thursday, May 10, 2007

PLANET FORD @ HWWY 6

KATY = SUGAR LAND AREA
Highway 6 South at Beechnut

2466-1813

Visit Us 24/7 At PlanetFord.com
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JOHN CONROY
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GI‘OD’MOUI continued from page 70

This stuff! Think about Pete Seeger writing
“Turn, Turn, Turn,” and the Byrds make it a
hit, These are words from the book of the Ec-
clesiastes, “Jesus is Just Alright with Me"...

And the songs from Jesus Christ Super-
star were all over the radio at that time
as well.

There was this time before, and 1 think
that there might be a parallel in that then,
as now—we're in the later years of a very

unpopular and tragic war. It's almost as if

it’s time now for “nice Jesus,” because the
fire-and-brimstone daddy god got us into
some trouble here, and nice Jesus is going
to get us out of it

Your song “Forgiveness” is especially
powerful, and | wondered if your being a
member of the GLBT community played any
part in your need to address the hypaocrisy
of organized religion, particularly in light
of the Christian right’'s crusade against
queer people?

The lines "How do you not hate those who
have low to their bibles and armed to their
diseciples,” it does feel like the conservative
church has had it in for certain populations,
in the last several years especially. The song

DANIEL GARCES

Personal Consultant

www.danielgarces.com
Daniel@danielgarces.com

713.526.8390

started out coming from there. Now I've
found that you can telescope back from the
song and get to an even broader point with it,
which is that the planet has Muslims point-
ing guns and bombs pointing at Christians,
and Christians pointing guns and bombs at
Muslims, and Jews pointing guns and bombs
at Muslims, and Muslims pointing guns and
bombs at Jews. The Middle East is primed
for bad things to happen any day, every day.
So the song starts more local and personal
and telescopes back to something larger....
What 1 tried to do with “Forgiveness,” with
“Heaven so Small,” and many of these songs,

is to use the music of faith with the lyrics of

doubt, and in that contradiction there seems
to be a lot of power. I don't know why, but it
seems like nobody's tried it before.

In the press release, you mention attend-
ing Chicago’s Gospel Fest with a Jewish
friend who commented that he wanted to
know where to find gospel's “joy without
the Jesus.!” I've often wondered the same
thing: why the same fervor and unbridled
enthusiasm inherent in gospel couldn’t be
put to better use, such as singing about
guaranteeing a woman's right to choose
or the health benefits of vegetarian diet or
some such.

[Laughs] This is a great question!

What you do is sort of throw it back at them
with their own language and attitude. Was
that particular moment at Gospel Fest the
spark for you?

It was key. Standing there listening to the
choirs—they made so much noise, so much
volume, and intensity. And this is Millen-
nium Park, and it was still loud. This was
outdoors, and it was still loud as hell. And
[ had been to Blues Fest and Jazz Fest, all
those, but this had something else going on
I'his was just fantastic and transcendent. I
mean | was willing—you are willing to be
converted. I think that the Chicago Gospel
Music Festival is the best argument for God
that I've ever heard. It still did not convert
me, but it was the best argument I'd ever
heard. It's something to experience. I don't
know that you can get all the joy without the
Jesus, but you can pull right alongside it and
enjoy the feeling of being of service to other
people, of anticipating that good things are
coming. Hope, optimism—those are the sort
of things you can get without God as the light
at the end of the tunnel.

ON THE WEB: Read more of this inter-
view at www.ontsmartmagazine.com.

Giregg Shapiro is a past recipient of the annual
OutMuste award that recognizes contribuiions

by non-musicians in furthering the work of

GLBT performers.
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wwwlrueaeiftransmons com
713 522-7014, ext 4

Jimmy Jones
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e WE KNOW PRICE SELLS CARS!
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ReadQut

by Lawrence Ferber

BOTTOMS UP

The popular online comics collection ‘Young Bottoms in Love’ hits the page

whopping, colorful tome—
and a bargain at $22!—of
hort gay comics, Young

Battoms in Love (Poison Press)
ig culled from six volumes’
worth of online strips posted
on the wehsite Popimage.com
between 2002 and 2006. Edited
by Tim Fish (the romance series
Cavaleade of Boys) and written
and illustrated by dozens of

THE ACCLAIMED ROMANCE COMIC:

and the pool bov's perspectives in Franenis Peneaud and
Roger Zanni's “The Gardener.” Queer Eye's Fab Five make
an appearance perpetrating homo-superficiality in Michael
DiMotta and Greg Lockard’s skewed fairy tale “Beauty and
the Beast,” while Bill Roundy, Nate, and Mike
a ghost story with a Tales Fram the Crypt twist in “He's All
Mine.” Closing YBIL is “My Hypnotist,” a funny and sexy
tale from queer comics legend Howard Cruse { Wendel, Stuck
Rubber Baby) about a college boy's ill-adviged crush on a

K. serve up

hot aspiring hypnotist. The genres, from superhero to story-
book, and eute guys just keep coming. { Proceeds from book

ereators, the stories in YBIL,
released this month, are ro-
mance-themed, although quite
diverse in style and content,
from outrageously satirical to
poignant and sad (notably, Dave
Ortega’s elegiac “Fish Story™) to
all-out fantastical.

A handful of Fish's send-ups
of 1960s romanee comics and
their melodramatic conven-
tions (lots of erying! foolhardy
decisions!) kick off the collection,
including “My Gay Romance,”
about a puy who can't choosge be-
tween loving his wonderful best
friend and an asshole/idiot who
looks exactly like the best friend.
A teen’s first love with a pool boy
is seen from his, his gay parents’,

Fine lines: Tim Fish (right) is the
editor of the new comics collection
Young Bottoms In Love, which began
life on the website Popimage.com.
Proceeds from sales benefit advo-
cacy organizations including Human
Rights Campaign, The Trevor Project,
and Prism Comics, the GLBT comic-
industry group.

ReadOut Shorts

The Hookup Artist

Tucker Shaw

HarperTeens, a division of HarperCollins Children's
Books (www.harperieen.com)

Tucker Shaw gives us another de-

{‘ lightful look at teenage love and
& life. Lucas, everyone's favorite gay
boy matchmaker, is suffering from a

Amﬁd‘ﬁ broken heart. His best gal pal, Cate,
& needs a hookup. Enter Derek, the new

boy at school. Teenage angst explodes

as Lucas tries to fix up Cate and Derek, all the while
lusting for Derek himsell. Wonderful characters, plot

twists, and an unfailing sense of teenage life make this
one a winner. —Review: Angel Curtis

Fellow Travelers

Themas Mallon

Pantheon Books (www.randomhouse.com)

Fellow Travelers provides a scary look at the time

74 MAY 2007 QutSmart

when talented young people were sud-
denly fired and the question was “ls
the problem pink or lavender?” Set in
Washington during the McCarthy era,
this compelling story of love and betrayal
reminds us not only of what was, but of
what could be. Well-written and meticu-
lously plotted, Mallon gives us anather noi-to-be-missed
story. —Review: A.C.

Strange Tribe

John Hemingway

The Lyons Press (www.lyonspress.com)

Ermest Hemingway defined what it means
to b a man in America. His son Gregory
died in a women's jail. In Strange Tribe,
Gregory's son John shares a previously
unavailable picture of the family dynamic
= resulting from the bipolar disorder Emest
and Gregory shared (they also shared

sales benefit advocaey groups
including Human Rights Cam-
paign, The Trevor Project, and
Prism Comics, the nonprofit
organization that promotes the
work of GLBT creators in the
comie industry. )

Rarely longer than five
pages each, these stories read
best in small batches. A minus
if you're on a long train ride
with only YBIL for company
but a plus otherwise. You ean
have your fill, put it down, and
find more love waiting when
yvou come back again.

Lawrence Ferber reported on the

March issue.

a fascination with androgyny). Containing previously
unpublished letters and pictures, this compelling family
story adds another chapter to the Hemingway family
mystigue. —Review: 4.C.

Urban Tantra: Sacred Sex for

the Twenty-First Century

Barbara Carrellas

Ten Speed Press (www.tenspeed.com)

A special gift for the body as
well as the spirit, this how-
te guide for the harried city
dweller is different in that it
addresses pleasure for opposite-
gender partnered, same-gender
partnered, and even self-part-
nered sexual excursions. Author Barbara Carrellas’
honey, Kate Bornstein (Gender Outfaw) loves it,
and Annie Sprinkle, PhD {who knew?) penned the
foreward. —Preview: Nancy Ford W

z Sundance Film Festival in our

LT ROUMAN CATHOLIES
IS VILIT m I

Dignity Houston'is an ifclusive:
community of GLBT Roman
Cathelics and theirfriends in
Houston, Texns. Established In
1974, we have offared Cotholic.
Mas every Soturdoy might for,
three decodes, All nre ilmﬂﬂ ke
and social gotherings.

Meeting in the Montrose at

GRACE LUTHEREAN CHURCH
2515 Waugh (at Missouri)

MASS AND SOCIAL HOUR
Every Soturday Night @ 7:30 pm

Log onto out website for details of the
upcoming 18th Biennial Convention

“A MORNING STAR AWAKENS US
AS PROHETS”

July 5 - 8, 2007 — Austin, Texos

fus’zyorz.s c:#aa 04 étomy !/

Lt The Powell C unz/zs,w /ﬂ Im
yourts as yout Zsﬂacy.

864 6800

Zoeyon z:;;:l‘; cuué’to wj.ne

)

Lﬂs anie Powell

May Events

Sunday May 6
Brunch Social

Tuesday May 8
Theater Outing
I Am My Own Wife

Tuesday May 15
Monthly Dinner
Meeting

Please join us to learn more about
social and business networking
with Houston professionals! Visit
us at www.epah.org or email us
for more information.

We look forward to meeting you!

epah.info@gmail.com

THE 6LASS

.glﬁv“ Cos ‘e anid

Artistic Etched

gj\‘E‘ MENAGERIE

Glass

Debbie Marshall Bonnie Russell

T ong 2817958583 7133059501
Our Specialty Mirrors & Sl DA £13.5U0.
el s urdcrs{f.!-lheglumntnagt'riu
Unique Gifts Metal 1\'1.\“-_lhcgl;i.\\nwmgfrif.nct
GMAC
Broks Belard P S0

5418 Molda Street
3252 2,729 sq. ft.
$290,000.00

Two story Townhouse centrally located. Large

back patio, attic floored for storage and good

closet space, Plantation Shutters. Master bath

has double sinks, whirlpool tub.
Ext. 20

Gary Bergner ?13}952.4592

1-800-737-0380

5400 Nolda Street
3/2.5/2 2,550 sq. ft
$325,000.00

Two story single-family home very nicely
decorated inside, very centrally located, large
fenced yard (roem for a pool] with a patic off
the kitchen. Lots of closet space.

Ext. 10
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by Sally Sheklow

GOOD FORTUNE

Sally predicts the future

I don't know a thing about fortune tell

[ had outlined my eyes blacker than

n my effort to piece together a living
as a lesbian humor columnist, 1 pick  ing. The talent agent who hired me talked  Shane’s and darkened my already somewhat

up odd jobs. I mean really odd. I've me into it. “Just dress up, fake a Bela Lugosi bushy eyebrows. Topped off with a black
been paid to castrate calves, uproot ivy, accent, and improvise,” she had said. “They’ll Elvira wig, hoop earrings, and strands of
and haul five-year-olds to kindergarten. love you.” Mardi Gras beads, could I pass?

So taking a gig as a fortune teller at a
company office party was not that out
of character.

Decked out in borrowed froufrou
and bling, I worked my way through
the festive throng to my designat-
ed fortune-telling table. This was
definitely not your L. Word kind of
crowd—my gaydar flatlined. I had
to wedge between and around these Montalbaﬂ.
people on my trek to the far corner of
the hotel banquet room. Luckily, they

were distracted by a barbershop quartet I wasn't so sure. Pretending to be a {or- definitely have practiced my Bela Lugosi
and the open bar. I laid out my moons- tune teller I could probably do, but disguising impression before now. 1 sounded more like
and-stars tablecloth, half dozen candles, my famous dyke-about-town face? If anyone  a cross between my Yiddish-speaking grand-
and my homemade sign, Contessa Vanessa, recognized me, my cover would be seriously  mother and Ricardo Montalban. It would

faux fortune teller blown.

Quality Crafstmanship, Historic Detail, Strong Value

Come thome 6 e . ///yﬁﬁ

Y

Bastian Bullders
Brick front lofis with borge covered fr

\

Angela Pipes

713.269.7448 cell

angela@angelapipes.com

www.AngelaPipesHomes.com

TuE METROPOLITAN

b sik , ¢ WO
balcony. Builr- |'I'rl“||I41lI1MI'IL‘ KELLER WILLIAMS

throughout. 5335,000

“Velcome. Vaht vould you
like to ahsk de Contessa?”
| sounded more like a cross
between my Yiddish-speak-
ing grandmother and Ricardo

Ahired magician took the stage. He
linked and unlinked steel rings for the
now fairly soused crowd who ooh’d and
ahh'd at every trick. Gullible bunch. 1
would probably be fine. [ lit my candles
and ;Jl'rh-!l-h‘fl to -éii['n into a trance.

was my first customer. I had to make a

good impression. “Veleome. Vaht vould

vou like to ahsk de Contessa?” I should

have to do.

There was already a long line of
people waiting to get their fortunes

told. Mary, the CEQ who had hired me,

| Right Store. Right Price. |

Your Kroger Signature store on Montrose
offers one-stop shopping convenience.

v PHARMACY

v NATURE’S MARKET

v ORGANIC PRODUCE

v WiINE CHILLER

v FLORAL SHOPPE

v FTD WORLDWIDE FLORAL DELIVERY
v BAKERY

v BoARrRs HEAD DELI

v ROTISSERIE CHICKEN

3300 Montrose Blvd.
713-526-7865
RX 713-526-1239

Hebger
Eﬂm'ﬁi

i S
LAY -

-

N B
.
FTD\\

“I don't want my home to
be just another listing!"

| understand.

Mike Copenhaver
W =

B 713.528.4963
713.528.1800

mikecopenhaver@remax.net
www.MikeCopenhaver.com

REMBX" METRO

2626 Richmond Avenue
Houston, TX 77098

N Geﬁ t?‘vo freehsessiofng
——awith the purchase of 6.
o

Offer good for the month of May

Classes are 60 minutes
in length. They are pre-
scheduled a month

at a time.

Contact us to schedule
your class and come...

CALL WAYNE Davis: 832-338-B091 or
WDAVIS(WONLINEHARDCOREPILATES.COM

www.ONLINEHARDCOREPILATES.coMm
3701 KIrRBY, #436 | HoOusTON, TX

Tracie Jackson
ATTORNEY AT LAW

— Federal & State Employment
Compliance

— Employment Manuals
— Arbitration and Mediation Matters
— Labor & Union Matters

~ Gender, Race, Medical Disability
— Discrimination, FMLA, ERISA

= Non-Compete Agreements

- G ot Epleis

Simoneaux Frye and Thomason PLLC
2990 Richmond Ave., Suite 400
Houston, Texas 77098

Tel: 713-227-1747
SIMONEAUX Ry SRR PRl

FRYE AND
THOMASON

Web: www.sftlawfirm.com
Email: info@sftlawfirm.com

SCHOOL OF MASSAGE

Enrolling now for Night, Day &
Weekend Classes starting on May
14, 2007

Clases en Espaiiol
Intern Massages $35

LMT Massages available upon
request.

21 3-333-5250
WWW. AVALONMASSAGESCHOOL.COM
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The Ryan White Planning Council

Invites You to Meet
Houston Public Leaders and Add Your Input to

Part A (Title 1) and
State Services/Part B (Title 1)
Service Definitions for 2008

This televised Public Hearing will be held at the

Houston City Hall Annex
City Council Chambers
900 Bagby Street, Public Level
Downtown Houston

7:00pm, Tuesday, May 29, 2007

For more information or to register for
Free Childcare or Transportation
PLEASE CALL IN ADVANCE:
Phone: 713-572-3724
Fax: 713-572-3740
TTY: 713-572-2813

Ryan White Planning Council Office of Support
2223 West Loop South, Suite 240; Houston, TX 77027

WWW.rwpc.org

and Style...

S

Ask me about
Mercedes-Benz
ATTRACTIVE

FINANCING INCENTIVES

for sales and lease options!

Call Rick Benson

* % ok ok ok
STAR MOTOR CARS

New and Certified Pre-Owned Auto Specialist

713-868-6879

7000 Katy Road * Houston, TX 77024 = 713-868-687¢

| from page 76

Mary's earnest eves looked into mine.
“Will things improve for me?”

[ took her hand—expensive bracelet,
dangerously long nails, no wedding ring
I was tempted to suggest she get closer to
the women in her life, but I was here to
entertain. not recruit. I ran my finger over
her palm’s converging lines. “Tings vill
come togezzer for you.” The talent agent
was charging Mary a substantial fee for my
services, so [ added, “Contessa see vou a vize
voman. You make-a da good choizes.” Now
[ sounded like Chico Marx, but Mary didn't
seem to mind.

I had 30 more fortunes to tell that night.
I might as well use my disguise to dole out
some happiness. “Every-ting fo’ vou gonna
be okay,” I told Mary. Who cares if my accent
had morphed into Mrs. Swan?

Mary smiled. She squeezed my hands
and thanked me. “You're doing a wonder-
ful job.”

Maybe Mary was in disguise, too.

Sally Sheklou received bath first- and seeond

place honors in

we of the Month,” to the Air America
e in Bugene, Oregon.

w””’m 3) 526-5959

(ke a six-pack {f

L get naticed this

jodywise personal train
sh@mybodywise.com'

* Anxiety

* Depression

* Mood Disturbances
* Intimacy

* Relationships

* Family Concerns

* Coming-Out

* Sexuality

* |dentity Issues

* Loss

¢ Grief

* Transition

* Growth

» Abuse

* Addiction

* Anger QutSmart Magazine Readers’ Choice
. CﬂnﬂiCt RE‘SOIUUDI’I Best Therapist 2003-2006

* Self-Esteem

* Self-Confidence
* Achievement

“If something’s getting
tn the way of your being happy,
psychotherapy can help.”

TONY
CARROLL csw

Sperelazing m work will idinduals and
confiles frem .ff'.':'.:;.-fi'. tesbian, sexual and
transgender communidy siwee L9604,

The experienced therapist

who teaches you how to get

the most from your therapy.

bouston ,

[ Thera

For more information visit

www.HoustonTherapist.com

713-527-0000

1006 MISSOURI 5T. HOUSTON TX 77006

Coming to Creative Life

Sunday celebrations with Rev
Dr. Jesse Jennings, weekly at 9 and
I 1am, with children’s classes at
11am. Casual, fun, real

Midweek celebration of life, with
inspiring ideas for effective, passion-
ate and creative living, plus live
music. Wednesdays, /pm

A Course in Miracles discussions,
every Thursday at 7pm

Lose Weight From the Inside

Out seminar with Linda Martin

includes yoga, breathwork and

development of a personal food

;S}-L--rrn Saiurday, May 5, 9:30am-3pm,
:]r]

Drum classes with Abubakr Sory
Kouyate happen Saturdays noon-
2pm. $100/month

pring-Stuebner Road
e

I of osling ]
I-45 (exit TOA) and Kuykendahl
Sunday celebrations - 9& 11am
Jesse Jennings, D.D.,

www.creativelife.org - 281 350 5157

Spectacles

on Montrose
distinctive eyewear

] 4317 montrose blvd
713.529.3937




Group. Don't I
disorder dig its

& Studewood,

3415 Kat
&

DI"‘" [Maon.-Fri] & Thurs, +-8pm (]
HIV Testing. HCHD T 4 :

528-9197
Cousin’s

Thurs
2205

Daily [5un -Fri)
HIvV Testlng The Mg

fers free confidental HIV te

Decadea 205 R

m (R
Mar)r 5, Naturall)-'

HETT A
Y52 T-9669 Wed. 4

Weekly (Mondays)

town Spa,

The rhythmically awkward are esbian, Dinner. Groupiier CQIm.

F“.ipcm"d

e Fe Meonthly [Tueidays)
Wed. 9prm—12am (Matthew), Inergy/ The Houston SPCA Pet Loss Sup-
T"I‘tngo Lcmngrz 5750 Chimney Rock port Group provides a aiall

Weekly [Thursdays) 100 Portway D Infio: 713/869
Depression & Bipolar Support 127, or wwaw houstonspea.org

‘20 LOVE SONGS’

The latest world premiere from Tamarie Cooper takes
the syrup—and the piss—out of the syrupy love story

Cooper (of Tamalalia fame) brings us her latest world premiere, This one

takes an honest, eclectic, eccentrie look at the multi-pronged tip of Cupid's
arrow. These vignettes deal with the love of food, lust, desperation, and the kind
of love only a battery-operated tchotchke can deliver. = In the show Cooper de-

THL’ last thing we need is another candy-coated Sleepless in Seattle, Tamarie

scribes as “a true fusion of dance and theater,” Walt Zipprian (who is openly gay)
performs in a piece entitled “Country Love” ("You can't have a show about love
and not include a country song,” says Cooper). An epicure (food lover), Cooper
describes another vignette focused on greasy late-night pleasures. A sobbing Kyle
Sturdivant eats a What-a Meal as a sad Schubert composition plays. “It gets
very, very messy.” * Other shorts include a choreographed heartache between
two men, heart-wrenching goings-on at the Venture Inn, and a drag soiree gone
awry. ® Has Cooper’s ticker ever been clocked? Yes indeed. Her first beau gave
her a "non-stop drama fest. I cried ALL the time. He cheated on me with my

best friend. I cheated on him with his best friend.” And ves, vou'll see this tale of
amour d’horreur as well. =ED.

For more on 20 Love Songs, visit www.outsmartmagazine.con.

The What: 20 Love Songs
The Where: The Axiom, 2524 McKinney at Live Oak
The When: May 3—June 16, 8 p.m.
The Wherewithal: 713/522-8443 or www.nfernalbridegroom.com

PRCITIS @Y CEORESE HIKEON

| 3406 Audubon Place, Houston 77006.

Giab Yér Partner. Doh-SkDob.. 1422 West Grav. Mors Information:

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR MNT LISTING-
a few lines of info about your event;
date/time; cost; location/address;
organization name; AND two phone
numbers—one for OutSmaort to reach
you for questions and ane for OutSmart
readers to get more info on your event.
Mail info to: OutSmart Magazine,

Faxinfoto:713/522.3275. E-mailinfo
to: calendor@outsmartmagazine.com.
NOLISTINGS CAMBEACCEPTED AFTER
THE DEADLIME DATE—THU., MAY 10.

& (Fi)
ln the Haod[afaruka] rt of the

B=6 (Fri -5un.)
Bayou City Crawfish Festival,

The three faces of food: Tama-
rie Cooper gets a little messy
in the world premiere of her
latest show, 20 Love Songs.

9 (Wed |
OUTstzndmg Mystery 3
ell Quart returns to the

10 [Thurs.)
These Are a Few of Our Favorite Songs. |

ju.u.t.-.;

An Eye for an Eye, A Smile for a Smile. The

12 (San)
Friends for Life preser L

12 (Sat)
The Mandalay Experience

12 (5at
Summer Kick-Off Fun Run. T

18 |Fi)
Snappy Design. The R e
ollaboration wit! i

19 [5at)
ifle Am t Baroque It Just Mlght Be Classical. /

Membership Specials
Feel Betier Naked!!!!

3 month membership $165
w/ 3 Training sessions & 1 Pilates $385
w/ 6 Training sessions & 1 Pilates $515
w/ 12 Training sessions & 2 Pilates $825
w/ 24 Training sessions & 2 Pilates $1365

6 month membership $275
w/ 3 Training sessions & 1 Pilates $495
w/ B Training sessions & 1Pilates $625
w/ 12 Training sessions & 2 Pilates 5935
w/ 24 Training sessions & 2 Pilates $1475
{includes 2 Free Orientations)

1 year membership $399

FEX also provides a variety of classes, including Yoga and Pilates!
Please visit our website for detail and discount coupons!

www.fitnessexchangehouston.com or call 713-524-9932 for details.

Dirk Hunter, D.C.

Chiropractic
Care

Rehabilitation

Ergonomic
CDI’I‘;U'[IH&-‘

Wellness
Programs 4
Sports
Imjuries

soft Tissue
Injunes

Work- R;alaaed

%

Injuries §

Impairmert
Rating

NOW AT FITNESS EXCHANGE
4040 Milam

713.524.9932

Med-CREW.com

DWAYNE COOKSON,

Personal Trainer

Fitness

Coaching
Exclusively at
Fitness Exchange!

Certified through
The Cooper

Weight Loss
Muscle Gains
Toning & Definition
\.':!ellness Coaching
!2._3
FREE FITNESS ASSESSMENT*
CALL 281-960-6301

deooksonfitness@aol.com
www.fitnessexchangehouston.com

*Musl be a member of F/EX.
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In The Tribeca Lofts at 1210 W. Clay St., Suite 4

immie.com

Experience a Whole New
Level of Fitness Training
832 - 443 - HTT

The new studio has a unique loft-like feel
with the energy of a gym

Belmont Place
La Fontaine

$399 Total Move In

*0on-e Gt unit

Look and LLd.‘:L 20 Flat TV
on Move-in while supplies last.

coachk

For a limited time only.
1 Bed/1 Bath *®550.00
2 Bed/2 Bath %650.00
3 Bed/2 Bath *755.00

Call Today 713.785.7871
“Relocation Specialists” standing by!

Bllle Line Bicycle Lahoratory
Sales and Service

= {ﬂ L.t

19380

3302 White Oak Drive
Houston, Texas 77007

ar wwwn Mlercury Baroque.ar
19 & 2° |"~n| & Sun.)
Houston Black Expo. The A

21-25 (Mo {
Woarren Fellowship for Future Teachers. T}

PI. ING AHEAD
l!ﬂlJL

June 2 (5
22nd Annual Fun Run. The Heght

June 2 & 3 [Sab & Sur
Galveston Antique Weekend. Calvest

July 18=22 (Wed - 5un.|
Tales of the Cocktail.

RADIO

f Afti_r Huurs Sunday

QQueerVoice-j.l'--- tys, 810 pm Features, new

’ Reath Out in the Darkness. Houston'

ender radic partner

PERFORMING ARTS

¥ Capate Tonrght Lizzie Putnam herted her

Wmbris trav f mdscape aof secular
Inauisition. &3
. May
I i 1
roline. (prec L G ¥ t F hie gt
® The Clean House. Susan Ruhl's eve-apening

$ The Cunning Little Vixen. Ti

¢ Debbie Does Dallas, 1

# Design for Living. Moi

# Gershwin’s An American in Paris, Ame

% | Am My Own Wife. The regional premiere of

# It Could Be Any One of Us. An eccentric fam

QLnu Tellsu Brg One The Fertle family s in financi
5. Someone in town has won the lottery, Uncle Al is

opening a honky tonk and Lou is in a heap-o-trouble

$ The Lower Depths. Maxim Gorky subtitied |

from a Russian Life," which came to be

12 hallmark of Russian

# Treasure Island. In the world premiere of this adap-

# Zero Hour. Anothe

WING AR'I'S

# Hansel and Gretel. Produced

# Kids Play: Sweet Home Suites. .
# Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing. |udy Blume

& The Wizard of Oz. Doroithy

M!T/PHOTOGRAPHY

& 18 and Under. The He
W ourth apter ._"-'. rborgtions with thas

I'll Sell Your Home in 39 Days or, I'll Sell it for FREE.

=

Each Keller Willlams Realty Office is independently owned and operated

This Is not @ madgi‘.
Lucy is an actual client!

Guaranteed.

KELLER
WILLIAMS

" Multi-Million Dollar Top Producer
Bryan Boyle, ass, e, reatrore

Proudly Specializing in Houston’s Inner
Loop and Close-In Neighborhoods

113-869-S0LD

(7653)

Pet Sitting &

IN THE HEIGHTS

Experienced » Bonded » Professional » References
Competitive Rates: 524 /day or $12 per visit.
Special 25% Cash, or New Client Discount!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

Tim Surratt
713.942.6830

tim_surratt@yahoo.com

GREENWQDD KING
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" Voelley GéLdmun
" Real Estate Broker

www.callvolley.com
713-444-5044

IE'Wssihslmer 713 524-7858
s www.hairsalonhouston.com
ml — Frl. 10am - Tpm | Sal 10am - Bpm | Sun. 12pm - Spm

VERSATILE

(Hair Stylist/Massage Therapist)

9 Massage Opfions
» Sporls
= Swedish
* Deep Tissue & More

575 - 75 minutes
?'?Mwnaf@ Cir.ﬂsﬁad.’t

DAVID TRITICO

1140 Smith Street 832.274.3853
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hibrtion themed ldentity/Facade, co

hoaol, | ymar Hi
h Schoo [TI‘_}_IE"I Jjune 3
ipkry, 1447 W

H155 or www.heponlin

-t Jlndy Warho.' Three Houston Women Crie of

bt o

Brown &
Associates

Darlene D, Brown, Attorney

Imniigration * Family-Based
Employment Authorization
Removal Deportation
Federal Criminal & Civil

Old Cotton Exchange Building
202 Travis Street Suite 300
Houston, TX 77002
Office 713-222-8713

Fax: 866-682-6306 - Cell: 832-279-1463

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

0 The Future ofl.lfe

sity hatspots  arour

Q Th& Great Wall ofChmd Pho:ograph: .by Chen
Chungfen The first LIS Wor s

WA LI turesh e,
] Surwvmg Katnna und’ tha in Houston: Who We
.ﬂ.re An installa Notogr |

¢ The Temptatmns of Ffurd jan van Hursum
fTﬁSZ 7?49} rst large

ed 1o

IF YOU ARE COPING WITH THE EXPENSE OF A TERMINAL ILLNESS
YOU NEED TO CONSIDER EVERY OPTION.

CALL OR VISIT
OUR WEBSITE TODAY TO EXPLORE
THE SALE OF YOUR LIFE INSURANCE POLICY
FOR CASH TO MEET YOUR NEEDS.

1-866-336-6088
WWW.TODAYLIVEWELL.COM

TODAY LIVE WELL ... WE WICL MAKE I'TPOSSIBLE

The House of Coleman
has merged with
Southwest Business Printers!

‘Dot
by dot @ &
building’ @ g%

up the .
image... @ ® ?

. Please join Russell,
John & Marion at our
new business location at

2630 Richmond for your

quality printing needs.
713-523-2521 * hocprint@aol.com

The Law Office of

José Luis Cuellar
Attorney at Law

Galleria Tower | - 2700 Post Qak Blvd., Suite 1400
Houston, TX 77056

Immigration
Personal Injury
Criminal Defense
Incorporation
Partnerships
Wills and Trusts
Translations
Notary Services

“Tambien se habla Espanol”

281.657.3354

jose@cuellariegal.com www.cuellarlegal.com

wanted
un-Fun!

Summer is Comin
hair & skin imperfectic

Thank You BUl»SMAari Readers!
For Moting Us: Best Cosmetic Siin Care Center in 20061

>

Wrlnkles «Rosacea « Faclal Sagging
Brown Spots =Face & Leg Veins
Laser Peel/Exfoliation « Photo-Facial
Hair Removal«Acne (active & scars)
Botox* « Restylane® =Sculptra *
Radiesse™ » Juvedarm™

Gay owned and operated.

Call for your FREE consultation.
713.942 SKIN (75486)

LOB Westheimer al Bughy

Octavio Barrios, MD
Mambei Amencas Azsdemy of estiots Mediome
& Amiwican Sochety for Lase: Madicine snd Surmery i
fore and after pictures at
(inrenaissance.net
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“HARNESS YOUR ENERGY...
Spring A/C Check-Up,
Only $59°°.»

Lance Carnal

F o Owner

.

lejas Air, Inc.

. 832, 287 6117 oiREcT

tejasair@sboglobal.net www.lejasair.com

Personalit;-Guided
Therapy

..because every
person is unique

Id Be Glad To Help You
» Build Self-Esteem
» Improve Relationships
» Overcome

= Stress and Féﬁ

= Depression

DEBORAH M. DENSON, LCSW

Licensed Clinical Social Worker
2800 Weslayan Suite 535 « 713-850-7225
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Business News

by Nancy Ford

SMILINE FOR LIFE
Randy Mitchmore (1),
008, of LifeSmiles
has been elected pres-
ident of the Houston
Academy of Cosmetic
Dentistry. On May
10, 5:30-7:30 p.m.,
8 Mitchmore hosts “Give
o1 Back A Smile" at his
8 1722 West Alabama
office. The fundraiser,
with refreshments,
entertainment, and a
silent auction, focuses on helping victims of domestic
violence who have had their smiles damaged as a result
of abuse. Details: 713-592-9300 = www.LifeSmiles.us.

THREE'S THE CHARM In June, Sugar Land will get a
whole lot sweeter. Dessert Gallery Bakery & Café
has announced it will open a third store next manth in
the Fort Bend County city. Located at 2260 Lone Star Dr
in Sugar Land Town Square, the bakery and restaurant
is designed like the original Upper Kirby and the Galleria
locations, offering board games and wireless Internet to
patrons. Along with its decadent desserts, the bakery
owned by Sara Brook is also known for its salads,
sandwiches, and wraps. Catering services for corporate
and private events are also available. Details: www.
dessertgallery.com.

THINK DF IT AS A MINI-TRIP TO REHAB Aspen
Detox has announced a second location in Houston, at
5510 Momingside Dr. in Rice Village. Just 23 minutes of
sitting back in a comfortable chair while connected to an
energy-rebalancing machine, Aspen Detox representatives
say, enables your body to detoxify itself at the cellular
level. Satisfied customers report increased energy level,
improved endurance, performance and recovery time,
reduced allergy symptoms, improved sleep, clearer
skin, and enhanced focus and thinking. Details: www.
AspenDetox.com.

WVYERE

SPEAKING OF...
Just in time for Pride
festivities and the oc-
casional over-imbib-
ing that those events
sametimes leads to,
Houstan Buyers
Club (3224 Yoakum
Blvd,, 713/520-5288)
has introduced PartySmart to its product line. A “unigue
herbal formula that protects your liver and provides drink-
ers a better morning after,” the stimulant and anti-oxidant
is endorsed by hip-hop star and notorious partier Snoop
Dog himself, Details: www.partysmart.com.

HOUSTON

DIFFERENT DOG, DIFFERENT CARE Earfier this year,
Pet Nanny's Pet Sitting, Inc. passed the fifth year
milestang in the pet-sitting business. Caring for animals of

all types in the Houston and Pearland-Manvel area, own-
ers Alina Bolua and Carolyn Rice say their love of animals
brought them to start the husiness, which has been "going
Strong, ever since” Members of Pet Sitters International,
the women are insured and bonded and are dedicated
to providing quality pet care in their clients’ own home.
Details: 713/771-55562 = www.petnannys.com.

COUNTING ON CRISTINA In April, Gay & Leshian
Rainbow Pages chief executive officer and publisher
Cristina Martinez was elected treasurer of the interim
executive board for UNID@S, the new national GLBT
Latino/ Latina rights organization (www.unidoslgbt.org).
With directories in Houston, Dallas, and Austin (and ad-
ditional cities to be announced soon, Martinez says), the
Rainfow Pages hosts Rainbow Night, a weekly happy-hour
event at La Strada (322 Westheimer) each Tuesday, 6-8
p.m. Details: www.rainbowpages.net

SEEING DR. SCOTT
The Frost Eye Clinic
at Legacy Community
Health Services cel-
ebrates its expanded
vision services with an
open house on May 10,
6-7:30 p.m., at Legacy
location at 3311 Rich-
moned. The open house
will also serve as the e
official welcome for opthalmologist Scott Sawyer (above),
M.0., who has accepted a full-time staff position with Frost,
working with the clinic by offering affordable optometry
and ophthalmalogy services. Details: T1/830-3033 = www,
legacycommunityhealth.org

MORE LEGACY NEWS Formerly the Legacy Commu-
nity Health Services director of education, Eric Roland
has accepted the recently created position of marketing
director for the organization. Now in charge of internal and
external marketing Legacy, Roland says his focus will be
“to develop and grow the agency.’

CLIMBING THE CHARTS
His new book Body Bril-
lfance: Mastering Your Five
Vital Intelfigences ("Read-
Out,” March OutSmart)
was recently rated in sev-
enth place in the www
Barnes&Nobles.com Top
100 Books and took the top
position in the international
retailer's health-and-diet
category. To celebrate, author Alan Davidson (above) dis-
cusses and signs copies of his book on May 25, 7 p.m,, at
BookStop. Look for Davidson's “name in lights” on the store
marquee, he says. Details: www throughyourbady.com.

Send your business news to
OutSmart, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006,
or e-mail to um{@outsmartmagazine.com,

GHAUTO

MAINTENANCE
Personalized Service Catering fo YOUR Automotive Needs

Engine Repair » Suspension & Steering
Heating & A/C » Brakes & ABS Systems
Emissions Control Systems = Tune-Ups

-/

“Bobby always gets it RIGHT
the FIRST time. His honest
estimotes, affordable service,
and attention to detail

have created a reputation of

INTEGRITY for over 20 years.

TechAuto Maintenance is my
QUALITY auto repair guarantee.”

6‘@ Alan Davidson
= Owner, Essential Touch

37 Waugh Dr. * Houston, TX
713.863.824944

TERRE COFFMAN

Bringing you the BEST of URBAN LIVING

MLs #7208564  $179,900

1920°s Paramount Loft condo conversion in the hgart
of Midtown Houston. Cando features hardwoods, solid
wood doors and rounded shaetrook corners on walls,
Big Mastar bedroom, spacious master bath and large
master closet, Custom Cherry Wood work station in
second bedroom. Open kitchen with maple cabinets,
granite counters, and GE Profile stainless appliances.
Excellent location in complex with living room view of
New Orleans style courtyard shaded by an 80+ year
old Oak Tree

1 SPRING
INTO
FITNESS

JOIN NOW & GET
SUMMER FREE

Feeling good about yourself

and how you look is the key.

We can help you get there

with @ program just for you
Call Today!

HOUSTON
GYM

1501 D m Street

1 3-380-91 91

www.houstongym.com
*Tour club for details

Sale || el

713.866.7805

www.terrecoffman.com

‘t.,

Planning

Investment | Retirement | Education

LE »
Bill Green CFP* Sandy White CFP% CF5 Mike Fiyan CFP”, MBA

¥4 GREENWHITE

A DOV L N 0 RS

713.869.1144 1225 woarn oop west, sune 1030 MoneySmart.com

SECURITIES OFFERED THROUGH COMMONWEALTH FINANCIAL NETWORK, MEMBER NASDSIFC
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Time Out with QOuTSMART

SPECIAL PROMOTICHNNS AND ADVERTISING

SHOW US YOUR OuTtSmART

To accompany our travel coverage (see page 48), we open our bag of snapshots
of readers with their magazines. Thanks for helping us make OurSMarT the most
well-traveled magazine in Texas!

., Cique Terrea, Italy

On a drive from Las Yegas to Los Angeles,
Stephanie Peacock and OuSuun paused at
the World's Largest Thermometer in Baker, Califomia

Marc Cohen of AIDS Foundation Houston took OurSwwir to
Camp Hope Makawi, the campin Africa for children with HIV operated
by AFH and the Baylor International Pediatric AIDS Initiative

Cinque Terra in fraly was the scenic backdrop for Tirey Counts
and his OurSaar,

Paris, France

Eugene Ploch said “aloha” to Maul
with his copy of OurSuasr

After visiting Houston for the first time, Dale Roberts sent this
photo of himsedf with QurSwar once he returned home to Victoria
British Columbia

Speaking of Paris, Greg Ruhe (1-1)
Daniel Garcia, and Ron Foster and
their OurSwart stopped at the Eiffel Tower

Michael Goh posed with OurSwer at
the Louvre in Paris during a visit with his
partner, Christopher Kerr

¥ " San Diego, California
- b",.'ﬁ i

. : i #
New York, NewYork ™+
s i

e g |

o

Navy Pje#

San Diego was the destination for Frank Pugliese —
and his OimSuss. Rob Andrade (1) and Ben Graves carried OurSwan 1o
the Navy Pier while they were in Chicago for Gay Games VIl

SHOW US
YOUR OuTtSmART

Going out of town?

Take OurSuant along. Snap a picture of yourself at your destination and send it to us. We
will publish our f tes. Send high-resolution images to Editor@0utSmartMagazine. com
or mail photos to 3406 Audubon/Houston, Texas 77006.

Debbie Kelly toted QurSmer to Cozumel while on a cruise

88 MaY 2007 QutSmart from Galveston

TAKE THE POWER IN OUR
PRIDE SURVEY... YOU COULD
WIN A FREE AIRLINE TICKET

UTSMART invites you to participate in the largest
OLGHT Community Survey in history! We're excited

to promote this important opportunity with Commu-
nity Marketing Inc., to demonstrate the GLBT community’s
growing power and influence positive political and social
change, Gay and lesbian survey studies have opened doors
and minds in leading corporations and organizations ¢reat-
ing changes for GLBT emplovees, gay media and stimulat-
ing community support.

Your opinions are instrumental in ensuring that the
attitudes and preferences of the LGBT community are ac-
curately known. So take the opportunity to speak up and
shape the voice that represents you. Visit the website below
to access the survey and help demonstrate the growing
power in our pride.

Everyone who completes the survey by May 15, 2007,
will be entered into a drawing to win one of four free airline
tickets to/from any of the participating airline'’s destinations
in the 48 continental U1.S. states, Canada, Mexico, and the
Caribbean. Some restrictions apply. See website for details.

GaySurvey.com
LesbianSurvey.com

Please click on OutSmuoart Magazine
to help us qualify our reader demographics

PHILLIP N. SLAUGHTER

ATTORNEY AT LAaw

WILLS & PROBATE
CoNSUMER LITIGATION
(GUARDIANSHIPS

REAL ESTATE

SAME SEX PARTNER-AGREEMENTS

713-533-0009

820 Richmond Ave.

Not Board Certified by the Texas Board of Legal \_[';';i.lii,'.nlim.

Houston, Texas 77006

GALLO

www.houstongallo.org

For info & Tickets Call 713 710-0045

or visit our web site at
www.houstongallo.org

Our Sponsors:
s aperer
Sicn 1994 “oun ON;O‘ TEM INCHES
o
ll 1 1 *O”*'l;u g u.ul“"

Ciay & Leshian

RAINBOW
Pages~

A reco, |

Friday June 22, 2007

ONLY 250 tickets will be sold, get yours today!

You are invited to join GALLO at our main event; “Baile” (Dance) in
celebration of our second annual Gay Latino Orgullo (Pride) Week

Arabia Shrine Center * 2900 North Braeswood * Houston, TX 77025
Tickets are $50 per person or $100 VIP* per person

* VIP's receive special gift bags, private section, servers, food & recognition from the stage.

L

aaw

With Houston’s own powerhouse group..... AVIZO




OutSmart Marketplace

- ACCOMMODATIONS

RAINBOW RANCH
CAMPGROUND
AND RV PARK

Texas Largest GLBT

Campground.
Cdblﬂb V Sites,
Tenhng Lake,
Pavilion, Pool, Fishing, Boating, etc.
rainbowranch.net -888.875.

M’
CAMPGFIOUND

. (RV'S/TENTING)
'r‘t RV Hookups

Green Home Base Rates
Large Pool, Bath Houses/Laundry
Located 6 miles West of
TX Renaissance Festival

“Your Country Getaway!"

936/894-2030

www.RockinRRanch.net

. _
ludet™=eg_Cabig B
AX3rivercreekranch.com ——
713/392-2318

tiahousten@sbeglobal.net

- ANNOUNCEMENT
ARE YOU PENTECOSTAL & GAY? N

DANO ART

§ Original Works

by Duane
Nowell

F13.927.4177

www!danoart.com

*BOOKCLUB

QueeReaders of Houston
We read a book a month & meat
to discuss the book an first Wed of
each month; next meeting June &.
We are reading
BLINDNESS
by Jose Saramago
Contact Robert for addressitime
robertw @ houston.rr.com

= BUSSINESS FOR SALE

BUSINESS FOR SALE. Upscale gift botique
located in downtown highnise oifice complex
connected to the tunnel system, Current cwner
of 8 yrs refiring, Great hours 9-5 Mon-Fri
llent for relirea or second incoma. Asking
price $40K plus inventory. Checkout website
at www.bayoucitygifts.com. Contact awner at
samjg@houston.ir.com for additional info,

90 MAY 2007 OutSmart

= CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Helping Gays/Lesbhians
with Business & Tax
Problems & Inheritance
|Tax Issues

Serving Housion & Gavestor
Accountant |pay) B
Business Consultant Wasserloos

713/526-4760 + 409/939-6922
*CHURCHES/SPIRITUALITY

Ceriified

Join Rev. Dr. Jesse
Jennings for regular
services Sundays at
9am & 11am, and
on Wednesdays al

7 pm. Casual, fun, real. Inspiri
ideas for eﬁecﬂve. passionate
creative living, plus live music.

5326 Spring-Stuebner
» 2 blocks easl of
Gosling btw 1-45(exit
70A) & Kuykendahl

Crealtive Life
e

www.creativelife.org - 281.350.5157

NOW WORSHIPING AT 1311 HOLMAN
)

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sun

Weds 6:45 pm Telecs §

§32.723.6948 » Rev G.Todd Willams
www.radicalchristians.org

THROUGH HIM FELLOWSHIP is

church in the Houston area. We wi

“ILE’

ng fun and a dynamic churc
IT COmumurity

= CLEANING/MAID SERVICGE
KAEHLER CLEANING
SERVICE since 1995
continually e best”
Residentiol & Commercial

~ == Coll lohn 7138616181
the . langhoshier@sbogiobal nel

*DJ-ENTERTRINMENT

DJ SERVICES
WAMPUSENTERTA INMENT.COM
T713.825.4996

20% OFF NOW!

=EMPLOYMENT

HOUSEKEEPER experienced, depandable,
english speaking. | prefer 1 day/week, laundry,
windows inside and out for 1 story home. Call
T13/B22-1667

Looking for a smart, oulgoing,
professional male who is
customer service oriented to be a
patient liaison in a
cosmetic surgery office.

If you love the cosmetic surgery
industry, fax your resume to:
713.960.1325

= EMPLOYMENT

EXPERIENCED SALES PERSON needad for
high-end hand-made fioor covering store in the
Galleria/Memarial area, Must be familiar with
design industry. Pay based on experience, Call
Alex 713/426-5458,

PARTTIME JOB EMPLOYMENT | have a part
time job offer that will not effect your job and
that will pay good wages. Kindly contact me for
more details hallelsard1 @ gmail.com

« ESTATE SALE/COLLECTABLES

EASTER EGG
COLLECTION
FROM ARQUND

- THE WORLD:
Ukraine, India, Poland, Mexico,
China, etc. - over 150 hand-
crafted eggs FOR SALE. For

app call Thomas 713 522 7626.
= HAIR SALON

Dare to define you:

« HEALTH AND BEAUTY
Food Addicts In Recouery - -_JLF'T

entrance. www.loodaddictsmrecavery.com
- LANDSCAPING
|\ Greenthumb
| - Landscaping |
» Stone & Brick Paver Patios |
| & Walkways - Fountains |
I = Wood Decks & Arbors
Complete Landscaping Service
Small jobs welcome
?13 521.1286 - www.gtlad.com

Ken Claude, RMT
713.240.9598
www kenclaudemassage.Com

= MASSAGE

HEALING HANDS. Canng & healing hands
with Swedish, Deap Tissue massage. Bal-
ancing your lite by restoring flow & en-
ergy. Peaceful, relaxing & rejuvenating for
total health. RMT#2233. Howard Kanelakos
713/528-6174

* Feel Awesome
+ Centrally Located
¢ Qutcalls Welcome
713-842-2399

7 daysievenings

AMANISAMC scapled

| DEEp TISSUE s SWen1sH

ROBERT rMT
[713] 824- §230

www. twinpix.com/

MASSAGE THERAPIST

& T MT Q27249

A

after Area

= Out Calls Walzome
MAGIC HANDS
281/804-8027

- MASSAGE

!c’r £0...
r‘clax...

f
restoresgs

MﬁSSAGE -"'IIL apeutic = Relaxing « Ron
legistered Massage T'wﬂ'a|:||51 .
t Calls » 7 Days » Noon-Midnight »

Reward Yourself
A NICE TOUCH, RELAX

ATION OF BODY AND
MIND BY

LEE
832.978.7017

+ feloxation® Spor-
* Deepilissue

Gift Cerr:ﬁtorgs
Availablels Men
Mont’ei&locotlpn

BODYWORK
BY DAN-HANDS
On Massage-Swedish
DeepTissue-Masculine
Privale-Discreel
Montrose Location-In/Cut
Sam fo 10pm-713/857-1009.

massages, well
altractive Italian,

KEN-NATURAL EO'DYBU'LDEH‘QEH—I‘.HJH'

- MASSAGE

BEST MASSAGE THERAPIST 2006

New
Montrose
Studio

£
Tom Ef_@e_lln, T

Zeppelin Massage
Sports & Deep Tissue

713.542.0426

zeppelinmossag
wiw.zeppelinma

r/’f r;h’ "ff a-\‘/};‘p’
In Thp Hergh:s
o ;

\een-‘ndx 12-10 pm.{ I
Byron 7 rPl it my website at
www.classicmassage.com  Four hands
avaiiable

No Hype - It s the New Year.

If you do not like the quality of my
work, then pay me,
what it is was worth to you!

| do believe in, HOW GOOD | AM.

Looated in the Gal

Call Frederick

iaMassage.net
Full Body Sensual
Exotic Massage
%60 special
Shower Avallable
Centrally Located
Incalls only 2-11pm
Medical Center

CALL MAZ 713 277 8836

Dave’s Hands
know More Than He Does
Swadish « Polarity » Shiatsu
Hablp Peenso y Hago Gon Mis Manos

832/443-2229

Massage Therapy
Swedish,
Deep Tissue
Aromatherapy,
Tropical Setting
LN www.oasispalms.com
| Paul@oasispalms.com

“281-827-2908

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Tall
muscular, masculing, Stale Licensed. AMTA
Cer |1|.J"I 12 yrs Prpn jence. Incredible, ful
| "'l‘ I'TI"iHﬁ.EI 18

- MASSAGE

- REMODELING/REPAIRS

DERMA GLOW SPA
2325 San Jacinto
Houston, TX 77002

Waxing, Facials. Relaxation
and Deep Tissue Massage,
and Thai Massage

for men
and
WOmen

Jose
713.540.7544

MT4014552

= PET SERVICES

Who's watching
the kids when

youre away?

Pet Sitting §

THE HEIGHTS

Expenenced » Bonded « Professional « References
Competitive Rates: $24/day ar $12 per visit
Special 25% Cash, or New Client Discount!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

= REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE CAFE’
A full-service real estate office
in the heart of Montrose
at 603 Avondale. Built in 1916
as one of Houston's largest
bungalaws and now a luxurious
real estate cafe.
www.trecafe.com

DID ALLSTATE DROP YOUR HOMEOWN-
ERS CGVEHAGE" Or your windstarm
5 5 @ Monirose- L‘-h-" |

-7823 for a free :uc-ie
* REMODELING/REPAIRS

AD-MAR REMOQDELING: Interior/Exterior
No job too small. Quick turnaround with quality
competitive rates. Property Managers,
Real Estate Invesiors call for your
make-ready/repairs. 832.336.5566

Home Repairs
& Remodeling

mail,com

| Houston

| 713.225.5500
| FREE code 4443
CALL NOW!

| VISIT LIS ONLINE

 Cicrlumat Cure /688 (Wrgablains
WHERE GAY MEN HOOK UP & DATE
Browse & Respond to Ads Totally FREE! 713-

2255500 CALLNOW! Use Free Code 5624, 168+
Meet Saxy Guys Ready To Date Now!

‘ " ALIDIT fIRfIIlAHlW
e werifledadit o

MARKETPLACE AD RATES

rwauhetp ace Classifieds are per column inch. Column inch width is 1.688, Word line ads are
rds or less, plus $1 per additional word and 50 cents for all words in bold. Add addit
per issue 1o have your classified ad appear on our website, Ads can also be placed on our
sacure website at www.QuiSmartMagazine.com

Marketplace 1 Month 3 Month 6 Month 12 Month
Color Boxed Ad per s $84 S61 $55 549
B/W Boxed Ad reriner 548 345 343 339
30-Word Line Ad 534 531 $28 526
Deadline: May12 for the June 07 Issue. Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX, or Discover.

Or FAX it 713/522-3275. Sorry, we do not bill, Mail ad & payment ta
Houston, TX 77008-4412. For more information, call 713/520-7237

: OutSmart 3406 Audubon,
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ACCOMMODATIONS
Angeles De Marida Bed & Broakiast
Merida, Yucatan Mexico................ T13/208-2482
River Creek Ranch
rivercreekranch.com ,.....
Sand'N Sea Pirates BBdEI‘I
WWW.Sandnsea.com........
The Wictorian Condo/Hotel
G300 Seawall'Galveston....... ......... BO0/231-6363

T13/382-2318

ADVERTISING/MARKETING

Gay and Leshian Yellow Pages
1712 Montrose Bivd 713/942-0084
Gay and Leshian Rainbow Pages

- 281/997-9778

OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon Place

Tejas nlr Im:

APARTMENTS
Beimont Place/LaFontaing
10507 Holly Springs
Haouston House
1617 Fannin
ARCHITECT/DESIGN E{JNSTRI
MDGI
2602 DAY ... 713/661-1848
ART GALLERIES

Dumbar Gallerjes
Galleria 3, Level 2 M3

_____ ASTROLOGER
E Lilty Roddy Astrology

..... 713/529

10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL HE}!DIHGS

____ ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES

Ewwn & nssom:.tas. Dariene D Bnmn Annmer

h :

Dﬂ'ces nf Jimemy Doan, i\mmev
Greenway Plaza, Suite 100 713/600-4747
Law Office of Mark Lavin, Attomy

2813 West T.C. Jester 281/355-7936
MDCI!'B & Hunt/Connile Moare and Dabbie Hunt
3508 Audubon 713/522-4282
Simaneair, H'j'c and Thomason F\.Lt

www St a7 T

AutoHaus K&EH
2815 San Jacinto @ Tuam 713/65
Tech Auto Maintenance
37 Waugh Drive

AUTUHUTIUE SALES

hdvantage BMW/Midtown
2101 San Jacinto & Gray. 289-1200
l}h rysher Jeep Dodge of Seur-y'l\!.:rk Hmldm: ks
iebhardt Ad i a7
Fumeq.en Chryslar Jeep I:Iudw
26433 Souttwesst Frewy, ... F13/817-7850
Garnett Motorcars/Ryan
WWw. gamettmotorcans. com
Mlke Calvert Toyota/Mike Turllncasl
2333 Loop 610 South 71 3/6553-8100
Plnnsn Ford ® 20403 I 45 arth

281/924-8100

SamI Dollar nulnl’m:mulm Nagy
BO20 Broadway, eston 408/744-5711

Saturn of Houston

houstonsaturn.com 1800-4-5ATURN

Star Motor Cars/Mercedes-Benz/Rick Benson

7000 Katy Rd F13/868-68TY
Sterling McGall Acura/Mike Chan
10455 Southwest Frwy. 713/596-2365

BICYCLE SALES/SERVICE

Bh]e Li.ne Bicycle Laberatory
3302 White Oak.

uummswmmnmn&s

Bermg Memorial

713/526-1017

5 :':|'|'|“ Stushner 281/350-5157

n| mh' Huusinn

F13/880-

T13/802-1707

Resurrection MCC
2025 W 11th 5t. T13/861-0149

dvertiser

FOR ADVERTISING INFO-CALL 713/620-7237.

CLEANING BEF'W['EES
Perfection Plus Service

713664-9911

CLOTHING
M2M Fashion
3400 Montrose.... i TTR2T-0808

COMMUNITY/NONP!
AIDS Foundation Houston
320 Weslayan...
EPAH
epah.info@omail.com.... A epah.org
Gay & Lesbian Community Center
3400 Montrose
Houston Buyer's Club
3224 Yoakum
Pride Houston
1415 e . W pride

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES

Copy.com
12071-F Westheimer .- T13/528.12(1
PG Home Tech

pehametech. com B32/496-9236

_CONSTRUCTION/HOME REMODELING
OreamMaker Bath & Kitchen
dreammakerhouston.com. ..
Larry French Enferprises
Hot Water Guys/ TAKSAG]
hotwaterguys.com

#32/673-0009

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE

Ba'.'ul.l Gity Pf'rlnrrrllnu Arts

7464
Chances /Th 8nm:l‘°&nol

1100 Westheimer 21
Istand ETC Theatrs

2001 Postoffice/Galveston 4D9/762-3556

Lamp
; gh Dr : Klliy
Houston Area Traditional Dance Society

Houston Ballet
wustonballet.ong T13227-ARTS
Houston Out Loud

st

Hous!on Symphoni

..nSamn Fa
BO@ Pacific ; 1131/521-2518
Monirose Minkng anpany
BOS Pacific
Ila |=|::r| Hill Saloon
24704 |-45 Morth, Spring 281/298-8035
Soulh Beach
B10 Pacific Street

Thealre Under The Stars
tuts.com . 1y

FINANCIAL SERVICES
I}iugrnun Smith Bamey"mca ﬂlchsml

5 N. Loop West, Ste. 1030, 713/869-114400
FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS

BodyWise/John Handrick

Miybodywise com -

Dwiayne Cookson

4040 Mitam

Hardeore Pilales/Wayne Davis

3701 Kirby #436

Houston Gym

1501 Durham

Fliness Exchange

1040 Mikam
Fi! Factor/Gustave Rulz
FitnessByGL saol.com 713/304-3466

The Coach Kimmig Sports Studio
Kimberly Marler, Personal Trainar
Muscie Mechanics/John Azron
3334 Edloe........, S ..
TREK Fitness/Sleve

4676 Beechnut...

332/443-FTT

713/963-0899

T13667-T072

Show your OutSmart Pride Card and get spacial discounts, free admissions,
and exclusive offers from OuiSmart adverfisers!
(Look for the == pride card ond merchan! offer)

FLORIST

Flowers Etc. By Georgia
1818 Waugh Dr ... . T13/524-3989

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS/PRINTING

Gfmsmung Grapmcs.fPau'l cia Penn

....... 281/543-8797
Hnuse uT CDImmm'Suumweal Business Printers
2630 Richmond.......... 0 13/623-2521
Vitven Design Group
1708 Colquitt T1H/526-3212
GROCERIES :
Kroger

3300 Manirose. T 13/526- 7865

HAIR/NAIL/SKIN CARE/SALONS

NU-Cuts Hair Salon
115 Westheimer

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC

f;.hf.mnu? Rock Ghiropractic/Art Keller, D.G.
3033 Chimney Rock...... TI13TR1-3344

3400 Montrose, Ste 550 713/526-5059

Klmy Hranh&m»llness Centrr-’KPnnPth W. Lester
3930 Kirby Dr, Ste. 108 '8 252

Med-Crew/Dr Dirk Hunter

4040 Milam 281/773-

I'-'iena rd Chropractic/Byron K. Menaru
400 Montrase, Ste 550

HEJ!.LTH CARE- CUUNSELING’THEHRP‘F

chnq Support Network/Daniel Garc es
&40 Harpld FA Rk

Tcmy Garrnll LMH\'J—AC?
1006 Missc Wl i

Debarah Uenmn LMS'H nLP

2900 Weslayan Ste. 535

Daniel Garces, MS LPC, LMFT

& M1 Vemnar T13f

20% OFF HMTMI. WSJ'I

U.nlld GEn.«. I“I1D

.' & -LI"

Enm.'l Grdy LMSW ACF, C. HL., CSAT

Wontresa. ... T13/522-701

&

I]umse 0'Doherty

730 Kirby, Ste 811 114/524-0525
Robert Sneligrove, LMSW-ACP

4200 K g, Ste 540 M3rs22-7014
D. Scott Stanley, M5, LMFT-LPC

1458 Campbedl, Ste 2504 261/860-388
Jeff Vannice, PhD

1415 N. Loop Wesl 3/426

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
Bruce W, Smith, 0DS
1006 Missouri 713/529-4364
i.ur]r Logan, DOS, PA
Waugh.... . 713/842-8550

Hes/Ri |nﬂ;| Mrh:hmcm Dos
1 Mabama ..., T13/5592-9300
River Daks Efite Gentisln'
1930 W Bell 713/526-

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES/PRODUCTS

Aspen Detax

5510 Marmingside 7T13526-2200
Beéring Support Neh\'urk
betingsupport €
Center for Clinical Studies

3224 Yoakum ... ey
Legacy Community Health Services

215 Westhgimer 713/830-3000
Moinitrose Counseling Center
707 Richmond 71345200037

NAACP Houston Branch

A Lik ARt ibias hsan’ 713/526-3389 ext 11
Pride Institute

pride-institute.com... WL . i |
River Oaks Detox

2034-A West Gray - T13630-0100

PRIDE

Ryan Fugate, RMT
Ryanmassagewor ks.com
Joel Leal, RMT

1372689-7026

: enmtaiie i T VAT -BR08
David Tritico, RMT
1140
HF_ALTH CAHE-GPHTHALM{}LDGIST‘: 3
Legacy.'rmsl Eye Clinic/Scotl Sawyer, MD
311 Richmond, Ste 100............... 7 13523-0015
Stewarl Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101 ..

.. B32/274-3653

713/665-9118

HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS
Eye Elegance
J968 Weslheimer
Spectacies on rﬂumrr}se
4317 Monfrose # 2.

e HEP«LIH LM{E PH‘I’SI[ iAN‘\
Nurture Health/Patrick J M:Hamara MD

1512 W Alabama .,.. 3/524-4837
Pﬂsha Sinus & Allergy Snoring & Slneu Cernter
Raza Pash litreathelreety.com 28179 5
Skin Hurnlasance Laser/Octavio Bamus MD

106 Westheimer, Ste A

_HOME FURNISHINGS/. ALLLbbUhII:b
.Audm Viden Designs
3 | Frwy T13NTE-8444
Blair House, The
4901 Rosa

Cantoni
GRE0 Westhadmes F13/787-9404
Chic Warehouse
F27 Yale St 713/822-3392
Direct Buy
diractbuy.com . BODr218-072¢
Ecleu. tic Home

45 W 18th .. 713/868-1414
IKEA
7810 Katy Frwy 3

___HOME ORGANIZERS

Genle Dreams

com

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENT

David Lorms/Farmers

1244 elight Lane I 3/688-B660
Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers

Jasun Garcia

6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185
Rob Schmerier Insurance Agency/Farmers/
Rob Schmerler

1 3/'861-7700

6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 T13/¢ 00
I JEWELERS
I W. Marks Jewelers

841 Bellaire Bivd (g

‘%lhrprlu-st ieweiry

PET SERUIEE::‘bUPPLIES
Aussie Pet Mobile Pel Grooming
aussiepetmobile. com
Pet Sitting Service in the Heights.., 713/

BOO/PET-MOBILE
1698

__PHOTOGRAPHY/FILMING
Dalton DeHart Photography ...
J Patterson Photography
Powell Company, The/Jeanie Powﬁr
everyanehasastory.net
Uarsiw Productions ! Jahn Conroy

7 Edioe F13/542-8277
Ymnne Feece Photography

713/864-6800

B3ZMa76-1052

"HEALTH CARE-MASSAGE THERAPIST.

“Nan Davidson, AMT/Essential Touch
713/942-0923

Avalon School of Massage
2990 Hichmand, Ste 200 ereerees B EIIBIE

PLUMBING

Larry French Enterprises
U-Plamib-1t

.. T13/956-7733

713/042-2277

PRINTING/GOPY CENTERS
Copy.com
201-F Westheimer ... 713.528.1200
House of Colemarn/Southwest Hwnuss Printers
2630 Richmaond 7 3-2521

~ PSYCHIC/INTUITIVE READERS
Joe Paxton........ MTG23-1627
g Lilly Roddy Astluiuqy

"""" 3'0“ OFFASTRDMGINL READIHGS
_REAL ESTATE SERVICES-REALTORS

Tim Anthony/Karen Derr & Assol.
1545 Helghts Blvd B32/722-6490
Sky Balboal James D, Dwens & Assoc

7135

5 Helghts Bivd ... ¥
L-uarg' Bargner/Brooks Ballard thL
713/962-4593

...201/850-6862

Bob Besrhuln.l’!,:nen Dery E- Asz0c
1545 Hefghts Bivd .. 2
r]wan ﬁn\rlefkillrr Williams
anboyle.con 1
R |cl11rd Euenteliumarerr Derr & Assu
3 Heights Bhvd ... -
'3|u¢.‘1. Chambers/Karen Derr & .rtssnc
545 Helghts Bivd ..., p— b
Coftman/Coldweli Banker
Heights Blvd
'.'Iiht Cunenhawr.lHEM;m Metro
2626 Richmond
'1 ntl De:r:hnrﬁn Derl & Assuc

ights Blvd . 713/875-7049
Karen Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc.
545 Helghts Bivd . 713/862

JJr.quel',-n Ditztar/ Hnulm Top Design Group

-‘v."_ir:'.'!l
Glen Flllﬂ\nl'l‘ Karen Derr & AsS0e.
545 Heights Bivd TI/RT5-9482
David Hille/Karen Derr & Assoc
1545 Heights Bivd 713/551-1350
Bruce HutmacherKaren Derr & Assoc
545 Hein 1 281/216-0557

Theresa Garza/Karen Dermr & Assoc
1545 Helg i . 713/444-0000
Volley Goodman/Prudential Gary Greens

713

D;{na Gray/Gray Home Team
v.grayhometeam.con 713/540-5379

ritage Texas Proporties

(scar Guevara/

WA MICIE L 13/98 1
David Hille/Maren I'll.'r & Assoc

545 He vl 713/551-135
Jerry Jaqge:sn’i{amn Derr & Ass0C,

545 Helghts Bivd 713/501-7076
,Itlfom Johrluumkawn Derr & nﬁuc

545 He 5 Bivd 7 0514

aren Derr & Assoc
t5 Bivd

'-1-4'1\' Juﬂ.u:
545

fipe, Ste 300

Kim MicClure/Oakington Realty
50 Pos ¢ Sta 470,

Karl McWilliams/Karen Derr & Assoc

1545 Heights Blvd B32/746-4920

Rich Martin/Karen Derr & Assoc,

545 Helghts Blvd T13/868-9008
Ashion Martini/Karen Dem & Assoc.

545 Heights Bivd B32/878- T8t
Maura Nobile/Karen Derr & Assoc
1545 Heights Bivd L B
l'lnqL'Id Plpesfi‘.ﬂllu Williams
apipeshomé: i 713/269-7448
Hhunda Ponlm.fi{amn Derr & Assoc,

1545 Heights Blvd. ... e 1 V3BTS-T297

Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Heallum

5023 Washinglon .......

Heather Rayner/Karen I}erl l. .ﬁssuc

1545 Helghts Bld, . T13875-4366

Claire RElswErg.'Sand N Sea Pu—ates Beach

WWW. sandnsea.com... 409/737-2556

Lyssa Graham Heynuldsmaraﬂ Derr & Assoc.

1545 Helghts Bhd 409/939-1251

Steve Rooke/Heritage Texas Properties
713/225-5565

Gary Stwel'ﬂal}el'nel‘ta Realty Group

281/565-T653 8321594 - 3655

Tim hurramﬁmnmd King

tim_serrattE@yahoo com

Connie Taylor/Karen Derr B Assoc

13/868-7226

15

1 13/942-6R30

1545 Heights Bvd ..., T13/408-9709
Shm!e Thompson/Karen Derr & Assoc.,
1545 Helghts BIVD .. T13/204-4828
Uj Trarnulileﬂoe Tramonte Realty

1802 Broa G 409/765-0837
Bnan !elchmmhren Derr & ﬁ-ﬁhun

1545 Helghts Blvd e 11 /B0B i
Urban Lwrng

urbanliving.com F13/B68-7226
Hohurla J Waltarsﬂ(nmn Dem & Ass

3 Heights Blvd P

Ilm m.-mhh.-rxamn Derr & Assoc

1545 heights Blvd, ....ecoveenve 713/819-8500
ﬁuhurt Zahn/Karen Derr & Assur:

545 Helghts Blvd 408/839-9237

REAL ESTATE-LENDERS
Cody Grizzofti/Countrywide Home Loans
B10'Waugh Dr Ste 101 B32/541-1103
Diverse Lending/Dawn Reeves
diverselending.net

___ RESTAURANTS/COFFEE BARS _

281/830-5969

Dassert Gallery
3200 Kirby Dr 5

SPECIALTY RETAIL

ﬂla.sﬁ Mmlaqrrlu

nagena.net 281/795-A583
Hn1hpwnt~.l Frame Gallery
2427 Bissonnet 713/942-f
Sun & Ski Sports

iNan 05Ky, Com

SEE WHAT 2007 HAS IN STORE

FOR YOU...

LILLY RODDY

¥,
"y
[

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,

and BUSINESS READINGS
o Past Life Regressions
o Reiki Master

= Astrology Tape Series

CGonsultations by
Appointment Only

713.529.5842

GIFT CERTIFICATES » CREDIT CARDS

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by OutSmart Readers

lillycath@aol.com » www.lillyroddy.com

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS

& Premier Paging & Wireless
12220 Murphy Aoad, Stafford 281/575-8500
CALL FOR PRIDE CARD SPECIALS
Telecom Wireless Services Inc
12320 Bellaire 281/568-8108

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES

Concierge Travel, Inc

1920 Mimosa MABE1-2117
Cruise Planners

yourwisht 1.com BOOTTO-0M05
Gﬂmbbean

gayribbeancriises: com

PrideCruise.net
pridecruise.nel
RSP Vacations

W] oM

Linked Viatical Benefits...
Today Live Well............

~ WEBSITE DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT

Atomar/Anthony Bures T13/528-0404

Dalton DeHart

Gay Men's Chorus

Recent events photos on the website:
* Political Events = TGRA « HRC Dinner

* GMCH & Bayou City Women's Chorus

= Out at TUTS Night at the Hobby Center

* Act OUT at the Alley Theatre » And more!

www.daltondehart.com

visit the H-Town Today website: www.htowntoday.com

itomart MAY 2007

BY Dacron DeHart
713-622-2202

23




HOUSTON Cl:u_?. ‘.“5.=.

LA ACADEMIA
This nev BS

CLUB INERGY

A nightlife instifution far 12 vears, this Southwes! ol

GUAVA LAMP
ha olut [&n

BAR & (LUB GUIDE

MICHAEL' 5 OUTPOST
This meighbe

BEHIND
THE BAR

WHO:

Allene Locy and
Janiero Victor
WHERE:

Belln Aido Gardens,

i Dol ki 9371 Richmand Ave.

BOCADO'S

WHAT'S UP:

Every Sofurday

night “True Unity”

| parlies foke over 5 Pa KiiaF
this southwest ORBIT 1

Housfon nighl- Sundoy night is *farr

spot, helmed by

= 713/623-6573 COUSINS
Doy fons freguent fis

HOUM BOOM ROOM

ot M

DEAN'S CREDIT CLOTHING

BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM

DECADES

CHANCES/THE NEW BARN/G-5POT

EJ'S

iH EVWHITE AR N
Stinddy, May 272007,

White Attire Encouraged
| South Beach
The Undisputed &1 Dance ClubinHouston

r

]
Shreet, offer I dol
Lody Borbara and acbiling for vealic o
MC. Zip. . PRIVE
£ Tha palia o fi
HOUSE OF FINESSE
RAINBOW ROOM
Evr ursi Heathar k.
IN-N-OUT
RICH'S HOUSTON
resurned os e
JR'S BAR & GRILL
The leoturas of it Mantmnse st
RIPCORD
MANGO VIDED LOUNGE tha club. Another Dig drow is 1 Lesion Big Men's
wed nexd o Chab (namgy thas Wiadn 1 g [ ok ha ger BEQ fundailse T1E
. | .

“BANCH HILL SALOON

HOME OF THE COLDEST BEER & THE WARMEST WELCOME
H EATHER MOON

E BTTP:/ / WWW MYSPACE. cau/ RANCHHILLSALOON

cj’)em@ (Business?

Don’t miss OuiSmart’s June Gay Pride issue
Deadline: May 15.
For information, call 713.520.7237.

THE 611
This neighborbood club & o

oific « 713/520-80BE (7623) = www. SoulnBeachTheNighiclub corm

TONY'S CORNER POCKET

n the space that wos formarly Keys West naw owner Tony

VIVIANA'S

ke, 4624 Docomo » 881 -4104

Spring

RANCH HILL SALOON
s nat s This W

Galveston

JRD COAST BEACH BAR

{ GE-08
GARZA'S KON TIKI
THE PINK DOLPHIN
$LW §
ROBERT'S LAFITTE
Y| )

THE TREMONT HOUSE

UNDERCURRENT
Thils sxpanske

Beaumont

THE COPA

Bryan/College Station
H.ALO VJDEO BAR

SLBT dance club In BryanGollege sintion, his sleak spaot is
T "

‘ Send bar/club news to
Clubguide@outsmartmagazine.com.

Extraordinary
Vision Services!

Le 8ACY o

Community Health Services

Open House at Frost Eye Clinic

Thursday, May 10
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

Frost Eye Clinic
at Legacy Community Health Services
3311 Richmond, Suite #100
Houston 77098
713-523-0015

Stop in to welcome Dr. Scott Sawyer
and celebrate the expanded vision services!

www.legacycommunityhealth.org
extraordinary healthcare for exiraordinary people

» Verifiable Distribution

Grea fer g\uﬁ’q

M“al\es {on

* Easy to find in Houston & Galveston
* Experience & Integrity
* Proven Results - For Over 18 Years!

* Over 6 Million Annual Searches
* Easy & Fun to Use

» Update Your Ad Any Time

¢ Live Links to Websites & Email
* Live Commercials & Video

* Easy to Track Results

Our Deadline is here - Gall Toda y'

13- 942 0084

.com

* CRM Associates 2003




by Lilly Roddy

his month Meptune, planet of spiritual ex-
TploraTion and illusion, is going retrograde

on the 24th. All planets from Jupiter out
to Pluto go retrograde for about four months
every year. This retrograde notion affects how
we see the motion of the planets against the
background of the signs. Neptune retrograde
will expose more of what we think is real, as well
as the truth, so that we will get to the deeper
version of the truth. » Also this month, we have
a Blue Moon on May 31. A Blue Moon ocours
when there are two Full Moons in one month. This
doesn'l happen very often, hence the expression,
‘once in a Blue Moon. * Good days this month
for enjoying life to the fullest: May 3, 20, 21, 23,
25, and 31. Days to keep a low profile: May 5,
6, 79 12 13, and 27

ARIES (March 21-Apnl 19). This month's focus
Is on your resources and financial state of affairs.
This will bring up how much you are being paid
at work and how much you are respected and
appreciated by those around you. You may find
that it is far less than you are happy with. With
Mars, your ruler entering your sign on the 15th,
expect those issues to come right to the surface.
You will feel very motivated to start new projects
after that date. Communications become clearer
after the 21st.

GEMINI (May 21=June 21). May is a mixed
month of action surrounding your career but
need for rest and retreat as well. This is a very
big month for career. You will need new projects
or you will be looking for other places to work.
Some of you may be motivated to start new
careers or retire. This is especially strong as the
month begins and around the 18th, 19th, and
20th. You may need some distance to keep a
good perspective about things. Relationships are
highly charged in the middle of the month. And
yet, another part of you wants just to get out of
town and take a rest. Talk about multiple person-
alities. Yikes! Just make sure that you handle all
of them so you can be a whole person

CANCER (June 22-July 22}, This is a very social
time for you. There is a lot of activity that is bring-
ing you to the forefront of things. Getling some
of that private time that Cancers so often need
will be difficult. You are seeing the big picture of
life, and that is helping you have a larger perspec-
tive, A part of you is very concerned about your
financial picture, and that concern seems to be
ever-present against the background of all the
other mental and emotional clutter. Career ener-
gies are axtra strong after the 19th. You will have
a lot of vigor to start new projects at that time. By
the end of the month, you will need rest. Make
sure that you put that on your schedule.

LEO (July 23-August 22), This time of the year
represents the most serious that you may ex-
perience. You are clearly paying attention to all
choices and options that come your way. You are
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TAURUS {April 20-May 20). This is your
birthday month and your time of the year
to reflect on what you have accomplished
since last year and what new projects you
will start this year. You are more serious
about getting on track this year than you
have been in a while. During the last half
of the year, you will find that you are really
pushing to get your life organized and in
order. Career decisions are a bit confus-
ing, but even that clears up after the end
of June. Relationship choices remain stable
for this month. You are more focused on
your finances after the end of the month.

weighing and measuring each of the choices and
how they will affect your future. Your career is the
area that is being affected the strongest. May B
and 9th are very decisive days for you. After that
time, relationships take the spotlight as you put
them under the microscope, just as you did your
career. They have to work and must be ready to
move forward into the future. If they aren't, you
won't be investing any mare time in them

VIRGO (August 23-September 22). You are a
bit more relaxed this month. This is a great time
to sit back a bit and enjoy your life and spend
some time with fnends and those of like minds.
This will help you get a better perspective on
your relationships, Career aspects are stimu-
lated after the 20th. Relationships are another
story. There continues to be a need for renewal
and invigoration of your existing relationships
Relationships that are being ignored or avoided
will not last through this time, even if you could
ignore them. Stay on top of this

LIBRA (September 23-October 23). This month
continues the theme of examination and renewal
inrelationships. | know you did some of this wark
last month, but this month you look deeper and
want even greater levels of intimacy, honesty, and
trust. With Mars maving into your relationship
sector on the 15th, you will certainly need some
fireworks in the fun and excitement area. Boring
and routine just won't do. But you are still looking
for deeper connections and more sharing. Some
of your relationships won't survive this scrutiny
because you want more participation than you
have had in the past.

SCORPIO (October 24-November 21). Career,
home, family, and relationships are all being high-
lighted this month. You may ask what else there
is, and | would say money and health. Those are
coming into play at the end of the month. You
are at a decisive time and trying to make deci-
sions about what will work best for you, your

1ES PEHET
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partnerships, and your family. At the core is still
the idea of security and not being controlled by
others, If you can seek outside help and view all
of this as a way to make the pieces fit together,
you won't feel that you must sacrifice any part
just to find some security. Going it alone will be
the mistake.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21).
Health concerns and getting organized are im-
portant for you this month. You are certainly busy,
and you feel that you are running from one place
to another to follow through on commitmentis or
to put out fires. You are feeling a bit rundown.
Take some time to examine your schedule and
tnm away some of your overload; otherwise, your
health will suffer, By the end of the month, you
are looking at a shift toward relationships and
interactions with others, which will help you get
away from your over-scheduled activities.

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19). You
are gradually moving into a more creative time
frame over this year. That process begins this
month. You are in a more playful and relaxed
mode, and you certainly don't want to spend as
much time at your workplace as you have in the
past. Overall, you should be considering activities
that enhance the internal value of your life and
focus less on the obvious future secunty aspects.
Scheduling times for fun classes, massages, or
zoo visits would really add meaning to your life.
Family is a bit of an irntant this month. lt's clear
that you don’t want to compromise there.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18). The fo-
cus this month is on making your home and family
a more safe, stable, and enjoyable place, You
will be painting or moving furniture or potentially
even moving to another location. Relationships
are very serious as you really look to renew
long-term commitments or find someone who
is interested in a long-term commitment. Your
tolerance is rather low for frivolous activities,
and you may distance yourself from those. Your
mood lightens up some by the end of the month,
as you become more playful and chatty

PISCES (February 19-March 20). This has
been and continues to be an especially active,
energetic, and busy time with Mars still visiting
your sign until the 15th. You are not as pahient or
sleeping as well as normal, This is a great time for
new activities and adventures. Your career path
1s full of opportunities, and you are not willing to
compromise about what you want. This will add
a sense of confidence to that part of your life.
Relationships are slowly becoming more and
more important. As the year ends, you will be
looking for a lang-term commitment

Read Lilly Roddy's annual forecast for 2007,
which appeared in our fanuary issue ("Heavens
to Lilly!"), at www.outsmarimagazine.com. Access
Roddy’'s new podcast, “City of Ladies," at www:
lillyraddy. com.

Pei Wei Asian Diner.
Warm. Inviting.
With Great Taste.

Dine in or easy take away.

Great taste is close to you.

R.M.T.N.
therapeutic ma
ryanmassagewor

Looking for Crate & Barrel, Restorafion
Hordware, Storehouse Style Furniture?

Come and see the smart alternative!

No fancy showroom -
we really are a
warchouse in the
Heights - just

trend setting
furniture at

30% to 50%

less than your
favorite stores

and catalogs.

Chic Warehouse

727 Yale Street » One Block West of Heights Blvd.
(713) 822-3392

Wed. - Fri, 10am - 3pm = Sat. 10am - 5pnt » Sun, 11am - Spm
Find us on: http:/ houston. citysearch.com/bestof/winners/furninre

PE| WEI

-y

Chic Warchouse™ (s not associaced with any retul store, All brand names
amned trademarks are the property of their respective holders and are
veferenced here for descriptive purposes only.

STERLING McCALL A ACURA

Friendly Service
Supporting your Community

Come Out and Be Yourself at
Sterling McCall Acura

Your Community Representative
General Sales Manager

Direct: 713.596.2365
MChan@SterlingMcCallAcura.com
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[l THE POWER TO

CURE CONNECTILE
DYSFUNCTION.

; PUT THE NATION’S LARGEST MOBILE
e BROADBAND NETWORK TO WORK FOR YOU.

OUT IN HOUSTON

1 Cindy Cuellar (I-r), Jim Bartley, Gleverly
Stone, and Sam Harris at the Executive Professional
Association-Houston's dinner held Feb. 20 at the
Renaissance Hotel.

005-Xd

UV ONVEQVOEQ TIE0W LNMdS
( Junids

2 Rodney Hornerkamp (1), Michael Salinas, and
lohn Frels at DIFFA's Sweetheart Soiree, held Feb. 13
at Saks in the Galleria.

KAL)

3 City of Houston employees, Quality Assurance
Division bureau chief Barhara Sudhoff-Mehill (I)
and Department of Health and Human Services
director Stephen L. Williams (r), flank Daniel
Malachowski, an Administrative Services Division
contract administrator, at Malachowski's retirement
party, held Apnl 11.

Sprint Mobile Broadband Card
PX-500 by Pantech®

> Sprint Mobile Broadband enabled
> Wireless Connection
> High-speed data transfer

after $49.99 mail-in rebate. Phare

subsg

4 Bocodos owner Terry Flores (r) helps singer/song-
writer Miss Lupita celebrate her birthday, Feb. 27 at
the restaurant and nightspot

5 Danny Kallen (I-r), Jonathan Lanz, Jo Casady,
Victor Cardova, Chree Boydstun, Mike Adams, and
Rick Dickson were honored at The Greater Houston
GLBT Chamber of Commerce’s annual “Honoring Dur
Allies” luncheon, held Feb. 16, Bayou City Boys Club
(not pictured) was also recogmized with an award,

Ter requires new line of service, two-year
er agreement and an Unlimited Data Plan

UNLIMITED CONNECTION
6 Linda Morales (I-r), Houston Comets’ team mem- CARD DATA pLAN

ber Sheryl Swoopes, and Esther Marlinez enjoy the > Unlimited monthly usage included

first of Chances' “An Evening with Sheryl Swoopes” *
Wednesday night events, held Feb. 27
mo. Sprint PCS Vioice Plan and 2-yr subscriber agreement
b i -

7 Unseasonably chilly weather didn't prevent the required
FyBays of Houslton from unfurling their flags at
Bunmies on the Bayou, held Aprl B in downtown
Houston's Fish Plaza.

\
Sprint 1}? POWER UP

8 loe Perez, with microphone, encourages members Together with NEXTEL
of the aerobics class at Houston Gym's March 28

open house.

THE POWER TO
BUY FROM A GAY OWNED BUSINESS

281-575-8500 b O
PREMIER WIRELESS  Sprint }

12220 MURPHY ROAD Together with NEXTEL

wiwe  FREE DELIVERY!

President, Premier Wireless

3 Cat Sabih (I-r), Susan Pollack, Shane
Underbarger, Jetfry Faircloth, and PFLAG-Houston
president Tim Suenram at PFLAG's monthly
megting, Feb. 4.

**Rates exclude taxes & Sprint Fees (Including USF charge of up to 2.41% that varies quarterly, cost recovery fees up to $1.55 per line, & stateflocal fees that vary by area). Sprint
Fees are not taxes or gov't req'd charges.

ations. Sub

retail lnce [s]p ject Tod
I5, Mabile Broadband C:

abrle wihille a not availak
T o avallability rint Mextel. All rights reserved




has loft with full kitchen &
bath, 12 ft ceilings, haud\\nmih.
and more on a corner

lot! 5472 780

Call Bob Beszborn at 281-

650-2726

| Exquisite 3 bed, 2.5 bath home ||:-'3||
offers designer colors, crown i |
molding, french doors leading to
tropical custom pool & hot b
and more. $249.900 Call Heather
Rayner at 713-875-4366

Contemporary modern loft has first
floor bed with full bath. Upgrades

Bob Beszborn
Independent Realtor Executive
281-650-2726

Charming 2 bed, | bath
Heights home has hard-
woods, crown molding and
more! $174,500

Call Bruce Chambers at 713-

822-1577

include granite, wide plank pine
floors and more! $229,900 Call
Heather Rayner at 713-875-4366

|
8-unit complex in lower Montrose i
e remodeled with lush landscaping, B
m‘\\ paint & private garages. A
great investment! $769,000 Call

Heather Rayner at 713-875-4366

Bruce Chambers
Independent Realtor Executive
T13-822-1577

Heather Rayner
Independent Realtor Executive
713-875-4366

3 bed, 2.5 bath Heights
home. Victorian charm
with sophisticated in-town
living. Open kitchen, huge
formals, master with 3
closets!

$539.000

Matt Redden
Independent Realtor Executive
832-443-7299

3 bed, 2 bath Timber
grove hi.]l“i_' -:I|'1l|!||g,'L|
with granite counters

on large, shaded, cor-

Linda Shupe at 832-
646-2570

4 bed, 2.5 bath West-
moreland is stunning

In Galveston's histonie down with hardwoods, high

'07. Mid-200's to $400's. Call
Karen Derr at 713-875-7050

town. A YWCA in 1924, now . . :
i) cetlings, iskand kitchen, :
23 luxury umits with stunning l_" i | i #
courtyard & pool. Ready June o J_“L m,“t,a s 7
: I 649 500 Call Linda I
—

Karen Derr r B
Broker/Owner k

713-875-7050 ‘\' A

At =t el KAREN DERR

& ASSOCIATES REALTY

Shupe at 832-646-2570

Linda Shupe |
Independent Realtor Executive
832-646-2570

713.862.1600
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