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1. 1SIG tree top $7.99 Mouth blawn glass. Assarted colors, 2. ISIG

deceration $3.99/6pk Available in gold or silver. 3. 151G decoration
$£5.99/4pk Gloss. Assorted colors

¥
NORDEN glass door cabinet 5
6. GLANSA DIAMANT

3379 | 43

4 . L - $9.99/ea Electric
= ; [ Assorted colors

. . '
& Jin

LILLBERG rocking-chair " — : -

B

4. 151G drops $7.99/2pk Glass, Assorted colors. 5 GLANSA LYSA
chandelier $39.99 Electric. Suitable for outdoor use. H19" @19
3. 151G block candle $3.49/ea Assorted colors. HE

B. ISIG lantern for block candle $12.99/sa Glass. Assorted ¢
9. ISIG cushion $17.99/ea 100% Polyester. Assorted colors, @2C

IKEA has everything you need to celebrate the holidays.
From ornaments, lights and decorations to gift wrap,
ribbons and tags. Why stop there, IKEA has the perfect
gift for everyone on your list. What about that fabulous

Our gift to you!
Holiday party everyone expects you to have? We have

All your holiday
needs il'l one Sfop. :: ‘:h:i'::l:::;:"d"’kﬂpwurguesisloakingfomm

': & ry ®
L 7810 Katy Freeway, Houston, TX l K EA
A Telephone (713) 688-7867
P C— Store Hours: 10 am - @ pm Everyday www.lIKEAhouston.com
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COLUMBUS FLATS MCALPINE CITY HOMES  RIVERWAY ON KIAM |

Builder: A& J Development Bullder: Catera Development Builder: Riverway Homes

= 5]

Upper

5 ol J | |
SUMMER STREET VICTORIAN COURT

Builder: Mayfair Homes

RIVERWAY ON KIAM 1|

Builder: Riverway Homes

Heights
5250

17th ST VILLA LOURDES QUARTERS ON NASHUA FEAGAN COURT

Builder: Tifonium Builders Builder: Bastian Builders Builder: FARB Homes
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Experience a Beautiful
Tomorrow...TODAY!

Yoted as one of Houston's

Tor DENTISTS
2004 - 2007

H Texas Magnsine

* A ok k&
ONE oF THE BEsT DENTISTS

OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards
2006 - 2007

~

ORY — 4
{ 530 Waugh Dr.

Houston TX 77019
OGAN

713.942.8598

www.corylogandds.com

.~ New Arrival: Poetic Mix Collection
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e hy Bed Store
orica’s Murpmn
Alne | Spring, TR

5C |
Jorth | Suite
25403 140 142 585-0700

murphybedhouston .com
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Murphy Beds « Home Ofﬁces * Custom Closets « Garage/y traft

WE€eliagilost, stuck, or without
— direction?

Does your world feel like it has been
turned upside down?

» a5 =
I'd like to help

:iFmﬁgtugg:m;gnisan, i 713-589-9804

isad by Ellzabeth Maynard, Ph.D

2600 Southwest Freeway, Suite 409 s rrieody
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Letters

QUEER CALL

“A Real Parthership...
between You and Us.”

—

Wilson Square
$289,800, 1972 sq, ft.

The Sale to End All Sales

The Noél Before-Christmas

Year-End Clearance Tent Sale
Genesee Estates : : _ _

§$274,000, 1972 sq. fi. 7 ! | RN . L\ _

Midtown living with 3/3.5/2 Romance Galore with OUR CONTRIBUTORS R 1 PO TR o N Saulngs of 40% to 70%
fireplace, oak floors, designer carpet and spacious \ 24 i \ 0, .

island kitchen. Oversized corner Whirlpool Tub with

large Master and great first level Guest Suite,

Happy Holidays!

CALL Beth Dreyer 713 9077718 or Heidi Heinsohn 832 588.5595 I's You:
Office 713.349.7905 + 5111 Bellare Bivdl. Bellaire, Texas 77401
LED COLORWASH * PROJECTION EFFECTS = SPECIALTY LIGHTING * LASERS | =S A e SR A IN\IVA VUV L.
STROBES » MIRRORBALLS « BUBBLE, FOG & SNOW MACHINES . - A 3 ot - G AR N S 1 N\ b

PORTABLE DJ & SOUND SYSTEMS

713.874.5200

| . : I.. ) i 1 T ! 2 l | \ g “u‘ 4 ‘I ) --_‘ F = ,. .
. - . LT ' o ' _ - N SN “ﬁ- § . noelfurniture.com
o Ly Ll i -I- i | b . i . I : 0 et -\.L d ':\"".\'I . -5 AT e
R . Sanai: v ’ ny at | | LN Bt N 2727 SW Freeway @ Kirby, Houston

SUPPLY COMPANY

WIDE SELECTION!
www.venuesupply.com Call 1-866-988-3683 - sk,

ply.com letters agazine com | Complimentary In-Home Design Service ® Extensive Collection of Fine Furniture, Art, Accessories * Exceptional Personal Service

Houston-owned & of '



“I'll tell a friend.”

“I'll donate money.”

“I'll share a story.” “I'l learn more
THIRTY AND | Y- about HIV."

No need for the Houston Pride

Band to be coy about turning

30. Our town's premier GLBT g 3.
instrumental musical group =, L o .
enters its third decade with 1
more performing members and o ‘.' *g

this month once again presents - ,‘. -

its annual holiday concert, P R
Celebrate the Season. The free «¥ !
performance is December 3, -
7:30 p.m., at Resurrection - ® v &

Metropolitan Community
Church, with the church chorus
providing vocals. * The program
is mostly traditional and famil-
iar in nature—"“something that
people look forward to,” says

3

Cary Byrd, a French horn player . "l:‘

who joined HPB two years ago. - v ‘ C_

“It really kind of fills in the sea- - 'rv

son, and makes it complete.” * '.% k-4 v
L )y

= Selections, conducted by
music director, lason Stephens,
include “Christmas Festival” as
well as arrangements of “Come
0 Come, Emanuel” and “Jesu,

¥ - " = \ = .-
0 k] S Gt o y IT ALL STARTS BY LIGHTING A CANDLE.
_mtfmhers tharT e_m_ar hefore, : _ - : a -
arine et bore, B | L & . | Go 10 LightToUnite.org
says the group is always look-

ing for new talent. No formal i . TEXT “GET HIV I:.A(:Tsiir TO 8161 5. .

audition is required to join the
band—just desire and enthusi- Standard text messaging rates apply.
asm. The band rehearses each
Wednesday evening at 7:30

p.m. at Resurrection. Details: el i 5 | 4th ANNUAL

wwwhoustonprideband.org. : ;
“We accept people at all levels, 5
and provide people with the g .

assistance they need to catch

to

up to where we are,” Byrd 1 5 X 2 )
says. “And you get to do P it v AL 4 2
something that you really care
about doing with a bunch of y. |
like-minded people.” e |
LU il WORLD AIDS DAY
Photographed ]
by Gary Laird | DECEMBER 1, 2007
5 ‘: E‘{

Ralph Lauren Polo sweater from Macy's.

e NarioNaL Funp
y BﬂSlO\I‘MYm Sq'l.l.l.hb Community Diversity. Philanthropy

LIGHT TO UNITE and the LIGHT TO UNITE logo are trademarks of Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. The National AIDS Fund logo is a trademark of the National AIDS Fund.
© 2007 Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, N) 08543 U.S.A.  VIUSD7ABO5305 09/07
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Outfront

TRUE THEATRE M 48, Casaundra Black says she now has so many professional options before her that deciding which one to
take poses a challenge. She has her professional barber’s license as well as her commercial driver’s license, required to achieve her dream

of becoming an over-the-road, 18-wheeler driver. Both, she believes, are honorable ways to support her twa children, ages & and 18. » “1 want

to became the professional black waman who can give back to seciety and be my own boss,” she says. « Mother, barber, trucker, leshian—
Black is all of these things. She is also a recovering alcohulic and drug addict, and the survivor of a brutal rape, 15 years ago, by four men.
» Her history of violence and abuse is one of the subjects of Voices in the Woodwark: Honaring Six Women Wi Survived to Teil. Inspired by
the true stories of battered women, the performance piece is a collaborative project of co-producers Jordyn Lorenz and Cheryl Tanner and
their Vellow Wood Productions and In Alignment Productions, respectively. = After her addiction led to two arrests in one year, Black had a
revelation. “1 just really got tired of living the way | was living,” she says. “I know I'm a better person than what | was living. It was time." *
Participating in Voices gives her a way to help other women who may feel trapped by their own addiction, Black believes. « “It's made me a

stronger woman, most definitely. | don't mind telling the world whe | am: a lesbian and a recovering alcoholic,” she says. “There's a way out,

and the only thing that | have to do is continue deing what I've been doing” + Onstage, Lauren Lanier plays the role of Black. “Representing
Casaundra in Voices in the Woodwark is a very powerful and emotional experience,” says Lanier, also an out lesbian. “This show is ground-
breaking for women, giving voice to those that would have otherwise been silenced. It's a brutal story, a true story, and it is our story” «
Voices in the Woadwark runs through December B at M2 Ballery in the Heights. Future performances are planned, according to co-producer
Lorenz. Proceeds from ticket sales benefit the Houston Area Women's Center. Details: 281/330-4499, www.veicesinthewood.com.

Photographed by John Conroy
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Money maker or get-away!
| 192()'s beach house has

| immense sunroom directly
|

B on beach. Large 26,000+
T = S
’jl sq. 1. lot plus separate
| quarters, $445,000~Robert
| Zahn at 409-939-9237

Cute house for project close F
to the beach in a rapidly im- |

proving neighborhood. Con- |
vement o every-

thing. $74,500 Call Robert
Zahn at 409-939-9237

} Ideal 2nd home near downtown
M & the beach. Original moldings,
wonderful wood floors, side
yard can be fenced for private
1 courtyard er off street ;‘;Il'l-\_llj__'.
S $99.000 Call
Robert Zahn at
409-939-9237

Robert Zahn
Independent Realtor Executive
409-939-9237

}'ii.'!_'.lll'._i_"1"-'1”:.'_'_’ 2 500+ s
home stripped & re-done with
attention to detail incl. master
suite w/ spa tub and chef's

kitchen! $549.000 ~Ashton

Martimi 12-878_-THRE

ury & carefree c

blocks from

munity has stunning ameni-
ties & Downtown views. Start
ing at $259.500 ~Ashton Mar

ting at 8332-87R-7686

Art of hiving! Condo near muse

ums & light rail |1|\.|-:l.'-.§ w/ hard-

{
| woods. exotic granmie, custom

paint & more! $128.900 ~Ashton

| Martini at 832-878-T686

Ashton Martini
Senior Realtor Executive
832-878-7686

A Xl KAREN DERR

8 ASSOCIATES REALTY

Not your typical home! 3
bed Spring Branch home,

each with walk-in closet also

has huge kit., French doors,
wet bar and more! $187.500
-HBob Beszborn at 281-650

1776

Bob Beszborn
Independent Realtor Executive
281-650-2726

§  Grand manor in Garden Oaks!
Spacious home on huge lot
with mature trees. Updated
kit., wood floors, quarters.,.it's

& all here. 5497500 ~Bob Derr

at 713-R75-7049

Distnction, quality, comtort!
Gorgeous Heights home with
over 2,400 sq. ft. of iving space
and relaxing master retreat!
£544 900~-Bob Derr at 713-875

049

Heights area stunner! Newer 3-
story custom home in gated com-
munity w/ 3 car garage, island
kit.. superb natural light, 3 balco
nigs and small yard! $395.000

Karen Derr at 713-875-7050

| Ultimate urbar
Breathtaking home in secluded
gated commumity has 5 balco
ines, skyline views, chef's

kitchen just minutes from

iR Downtown! $549,000 Call
H e T U
) ™~ o e —
I

Rare find! Fabulous |-ston
I

leights home on 12,500 sq.

ft. lot! Beautiful finishes,

lovely master and relaxing

outdoors! $795.000 ~Karen

Karen Derr
Broker Owner
713-875-7050

713.862.1600



fs Mews Briers CompiLeD By Nancy Forop

11 but one of the candidates endorsed by the Houston GLBET
Political Caucus were either elected in the November 6
lections or advanced to the December 8 runoffs

Propositions endorsed by the caucus—to create a Texas cancer
research fund and to fund both Port of Houston and Houston Inde-
pendent School District projects—also passed in November.

Two openly gay candidates (“Some of Our Own,” October
OutSmart) did not win their races. Kevin J. Hoffman, a candidate
for the Houston Community College System board of trustees en-
dorsed by the caucus, lost by 250 votes to Yolanda Black Novarro.
Openly gay candidate Ray Ramirez, who was not endorsed by the
caucus, received 4 percent of the vote for City Council At Large

Position 5 in an eight-person race.

City Council District D candidate Wanda Adams, pictured with election-
night supporters on November 6, finished first of seven candidates in
the general election with 33 percent of the vote. Adams faces Lawrence
Allen in the December 8 runoff.

“We had an outstanding day on Tuesday, November 6,” caucus

president Jenifer Pool said in a post-election statement. *This is
a very rare moment. The caucus almost had 100 percent. We are
now immediately turning our attention to the runoffs. We have
two extraordinary people we have to get elected, Jolanda Jones

and Wanda Adams.”
{-;j._u'u:‘ vice E:r':--.il,!‘:'l][ _\-I;H'lq C l'r|||'.f,.'.|l Z concurred | |‘15- 15
truly amazing. The caucus almost called every race.”

Adams, a candidate for City Council Distriet D, and Jones,

GAY AND POLITICAL CAUCUS-ENDORSED
CANDIDATES WIN IN NOVEMBER.
TWO FACE RUNOFF THIS MONTH

City Council At Large Position 5 candidate Jolanda Jones, pictured with
election-night supporters and media, was top vote-getter with 27 per-
cent out of an eight-candidate field in the November 6 general election.
On December B, Jones faces Joe Trevino in the runoff.

candidate for City Council At Large Position 5, advance to the
runoffs. To assist these two candidates, the caucus seeks volun-
teers for block walking, phone banking, and data entry of voter
information. Interested persons ean contact the caucus through its
website, www. hglbtpe.org

Openly gav, leshian, or transgender candidates endorsed by the
'3.1'.'1_\ & Leshian \-'_'.'1”]'_'\ Fund, including Houston City Contraller
Annise D. Parker and Houston City Council At Large Position 2,
Sue Lovell, faired similarly well. Both incumbents won their races
Parker had no opposition. The Washington, D.C.-based national
organization endorsed a total of 71 candidates across the country,
with at least 31 winning races on November 7. Ten others were
elected to office earlier in the year. Three Victory Fund-endorsed
candidates advance this month to runofl elections, including Fort
Worth City Council candidate Joel Burns.

“This is the path to change,” Victory Fund president Chuck
Wolfe said. “We are not content to sit on the sidelines and hope
that others do the right thing for our community. We will step
up and lead the fight for a more equal and fair America, and we

will win.”

ENDA PASSES HOUSE
SANS GENDER-IDENTITY LANGUAGE

]:.’1 a vote that many community activists and observers consid-
ered a partial victory, the Employment Non-Discrimination
Act (ENDA) passed the House of Representatives on November 7

without language protecting individuals based on gender identity

or expression, regarded as protections for transgender Americans
The bill prohibits discrimination based on sexual orientation

The 235-184 House vote did mark the first time that either
chamber of Congress has passed employment protections based on
sexual orientation.

On the day of the House vote, Representative Tammy Baldwin
of Wisconsin proposed an amendment to the ENDA bill providing
transgender protections. She then withdrew the amendment, in —

Lessons from Below:
Otabenga Jones & Associates
I & September 14-December 9, 2007

A Rose Has No Teeth:
Bruce Nauman in the 1960s

October 25, 2007-January 13, 2008

Contemporary Conversations:
Robert Ryman, 1976

November 9, 2007—February 17, 2008

Vivid Vernacular:
Walker Evans, William Christenberry,
and William Eggleston

January 11-April 20, 2008

The Poetry of Process:
A Celebration of Drawing

February 15-May 25, 2008

form, color, illumination:
Suzan Frecon painting

March 7-May 11, 2008

In Houston's Museum District
Open Wednesday—Sunday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Admission and parking are always free

1515 Sul Ross  Houston, Texas 77006  713-525-9400

ameroom, Bahfileie poogle, Trophy Hea, L 19h—snriy 200h contury: The Menil Cilleceme; loomon, Mot ikder- fobprson
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Getting a mortgage is almost
as easy as, well...

( you fill in the blank )I

Start the New Year off right.
Ask about our easy Debt Consolidation Loans!

» Refinance/Cash Out

* Home Equity/Debt Consolidation

* New Construction Financing
* No Income Verification Loans

Free Home Appraisal
with new loan purchase®
ASK ABOUT OUR
10-DAY CLOSING GUARANTEE*

Cody Grizzoffi

TOP PRODUCER
Countrywide Home Loans

Call 832-541-1103

Cody_Grizzoffi@countrywide.com

LOCAL DEMS ATTEND NATIONAL EVENT

Houston Area Stonewall Democrats members partici-
pated in the recent Presidential Weekend & Leadership
Training, organized by the National Stonewall Demo-
crats organization: (1-r) local chapter secretary Jeffry
Downs, founding member Amy Mcintyre, local chapter
president Teresa Herrin, and treasurer Pal Gandy
with Ray Buckley, New Hampshire Democratic Party
chairman, and Jesse Garcia, president of Stenewall
Democrats of Dallas.

‘h of each of us.”

( all Democrats
1d Tuesday of the mo
: Healthy Gril J
West Alabam:
month is D

houstonare

home accents
wall decor
frames

specialty cards
barware

lighting
and more!

Blissful Holiday Gift Selections & More!
235 West 19" Street
(in The Heights)

832.673.0099
www.blisson19th.com

Legacy Community Health Services

would like to
thank Houston's GLBT community
for allowing us to provide qUAlity health services

for over 25 years.

The team at Legacy wishes you and your loved ones
a safe and happy holiday season.

Legacy o

Community Health Services

WE PRACTICE MEDICINE, BUT WE'VE PERFECTED CARE

215 Westheimer Road
713.830.3000

Eye Clinic & Wellness Services
3311 Richmond, Suite 100
713.830.3033

5602 Lyons Avenue
713.671.3041

legacycommunityhealth.org

A FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTER
WE ACCEPT MEDICAID, MEDICARE, AND MOST HEALTH INSURANCE PLANS.




MALE ENHANCEMENT SURGERY

COSMETIC SURGERY ASSOCIATES

% PersonaL Reasons. . Beavrirur Results.

BoAarD CERTIFIED SURGEONS
AccrepITED OrFrICE SURGICENTER

OTHER MALE ENHANCEMENT SERVICES AVAILABLE

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR CONSULTATION.

713.661.5255

800.544.1269

2530 W. HoLcomBe HoustoN, TExas 77030

{7/

www.Beauty-Surgeon.com

Don't let a financial advisor

push you back in the closet.

As your Ameriprise financial advisor, you can relax knowing | understand the financial challenges
facing our LGBT clients. I'll help you plan and track a path for achieving your dreams

Call (281)362-2113 today.

Focusing on:
+ Retirement planning

* Tax L!-:d[‘l"ill'!g sirategies
¢ Investment planning The Personal Advisors of a
Ameriprise .,

Financial

Jonathan Denning

Financial Advisor

1330 Lake Robbins Drive
Suite 430

The Woodlands, TX 77380
(281)719-3200, ext. 2113
jonathan.a.denning@ampf.com

i investments avallable through Ameriprise Financial d SIPC

\g specific tax issues. © 2007
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Milestones

CELEBRATING
Annie Mayes
(1) and Terry
Sullivan
marked their
26th anni-
versary as

a couple on
October 26.

Diep Jeannette Vaughn, co-founder and
“Imperial Queen Mother” of the Royal
Sovereign and Imperial Court of the Single
Star social and fundraising group, died on
October 15 at her home. She was 71 and
had been suffering from breast cancer.

Vaughn helped raise money for loeal
organizations including AIDS Foundation
Houston, Legacy Com-
munity Health Services,
Calt 45's AIDS Trouble
Fund, and PWA-Holiday
Charities. In 1998, she
helped orchestrate a mass
commitment ceremony
for same-sex couples at
Resurrection Metropoli-
tan Community Church.
Vaughn was elected
Female Grand Marshal of
the GLBT Pride Parade in 1996.

Vaughn was preceded in death by life
partner Dot Thompson. She is survived
by her son, Bill Thompson of Memphis,
Tennessee, and lifetime friend, Lonnie
McElwain of Houston,

A memorial service honoring Vaughn
was held at Bell Park on October 27.
Vaughn's family requests that donations
in her name be made to AssistHers (1116
.]."-H,'L{-iiil‘u HI'\.'II . H‘I““'[I'Irl_ TT“IJ‘HI WWW,

assisthers.org)

KILLER OF GAY
DENIED PAROLE
Jnn Buice has been denied parole once
again for his role in the killing of a gay
man. The Texas Board of Pardons and
Paroles denied Buice's parole request in
October, just as it did in 2003 and 2005
On July 4, 1991, Paul Broussard, a
27-year-old bank employee, was attacked
by Buice and a group of nine other teens
as he walked through Montrose after
leaving a gay bar with two friends. The
assailants, all high school students from
the Woodlands, the suburban community
north of Houston, became known as the
Woodlands Ten. Broussard was beaten and
stabbed to death. Broussard’ two friends

escaped injury.

Now 33, Buice received a 45-year

sentence for his role in the slayving. At trial,

testimony revealed that Buice was the as-
sailant who delivered the fatal stab wound
to Broussard.

Buice, who says he was influenced by
drugs and aleohol at the time of the slay-
ing, is eligible for a fourth parole hearing
in 2009, Five of the other men who par-
ticipated in the crime received probation,
and three received ;ar'i:er-u sentences that
ranged from 15 to 20 years. Buice is the
only one of the Woodland Ten who remains

In prison.

30-YEAR-OLD MONTROSE
COUNSELING CENTER TO
HONOR DALTON DEHART'S
30TH PROFESSIONAL
ANNIVERSARY
OH December 6, the Montrose Counsel-
ing Center honors long-time communi
ty photographer and OuiSmart contributor
Dalton DeHart at “Past, Present and
Future: A Special Evening of Celebration.”

In addition to recognizing DeHart for

providing a three-decade history of the

local GLBT scene through his photographs,

of the counseling center and a campaign to

the evening ks off the 30th anniversary
raise funds for its new facility, located at
401 Branard

For the 6-8:30 p.m. event, organizers
encourage guests to dress in business-
casual attire or construction garb, in recog-
nition of upcoming renovations on the first
floor of the center | yuildir 1£

Tickets are $30 at the door (RSVP:

713/5629-0037, ext 371). Details: www.mon

l!'\.'H't'!lll.'lr-l.']e!]'.'_l.'t'l 1ILeT.0TE,

CHAMBER ELECTS
NEW DIRECTORS

he Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of

Commerce 1installed its 2008 board of
directors at a November 8 meeting at the
Sheraton Houston Brookhollow.

Chamber board members are Dustin
Ruffato, Sean Carter, Jeff Wallace, Doug
Hord, Jack Berger, Steve Ryan, Cristina
Martinez, Robert Candelario, John Frels,
Vietor Cordova, Sonna Alton, Danny Kal-
len, Shane McShane, and Jonathan Lanz.

Chamber members are organizing
l]i\'t~t‘:=i[j\' Houston, a LJ;L)-; of business
seminars, scheduled for February 15 at
the Crowne Plaza hotel. The event will
take place in conjunction with the annual
Honoring Our Allies luncheon hosted by
the chamber, Details: www.thechamber
houston.org. B
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Your Gear is at
sunandski.com

The Gear. The Advice. The Price.

« Katy Mills, 281-994-5291 « 6100 Westheimer, 713-783-8180
« NEW! Memorial City Mall, 713-464-6363 - 5503 FM 1960 W., 281-537-0928
* 1355 Bay Area Bivd_, 281-823-5154 - Shop sunandski.com

4308A BLOSSOM
2 or 3 Bedrooms # 3-1/2 Baths ® $590s

Tim Surratt
713.942.6830

timsurratt@yahoo.com
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In combination with other antiretroviral agents for the treatment of HIV-1 infection in adults

TRUVADA® does not cure HIV infection or lower your chance of passing
HIV-1 o others and must be used as part of combination therapy. TRUVADA
should not be used with ATRIPLA™, VIREAD®, EMTRIVA®, Combivir®,
Epivir®, Epivir-HBV®, Epzicom™, or Trizivir®.

USE OF TRUVADA:

TRUVADA is indicated in combination with other antiretroviral agents (such
as non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitors or protease inhibitors)
for the treatment of HIV-1 infection in adults.

THUNADA, VEIEAD, and EMTANA ara ragisted iracbimars
Lg Szl{ili;'e"lﬁu?hurms e o e Sciences, Ire .
0 ights roserved. PTORR4H 107 ATRFLA is 3 brademark of Brista-yers Seuibhs and
(G8aad Suignces, e

All othar Iridemans ats e propety of therr respactive ownars.

Youve wovked hawa to
) 9et wheve you ave.

So why setHe for an HIV med

Hhat's twice a day?

Once a day TRUVADA" can help get you to
undetectable and keep you there. As part of an
HIV regimen, the meds in TRUVADA:

m Can be taken with or without food
m Reduce viral load and increase CD4 cell count

Ask your doctor how TRUVADA can be part of
a complete once a day regimen.

$

Truvada !
Atemircitaoine-enofor asopro umarae 2

Move On With Life

TRUVADA is the #1 Prescribed HIV Med"

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION:

» Lactic acidosis (@ buildup of acid in the blood) can be a medical
emergency and may need to be treated in the hospital. Call your
healthcare provider right away if you have nausea, vomiting, unusual
muscle pain, and/or weakness

» Serious liver problems (hepatotoxicity), with liver enlargement
(hepatomegaly) and fat in the liver (steatosis), may occur. Call your
healthcare provider right away if you have light colored stools, dark
colored urine, and/or if your skin or the whites of your eyes turn yeliow

» Flare-ups of hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection: If you have HIV and HBV,
your liver disease may suddenly get worse if you stop taking TRUVADA.
Do not stop taking TRUVADA unless directed by your healthcare provider

How to Choose the Best Running Shoe and Shoe Tips

Wear shoes designed for running. (Seems

obvious doesn't it?) Cross training shoes tend to

have extra support and are not designed for
running distances

Three Types of Shoes

1. Motion-contral shoes use firmer materials in
parts of the midscle to minimize inward
rolling, and are best if your feet overpronate
(roll inward excessively)

2. Cushioning  shoes emphasize shock
absorption and may be better if your feet
underpronate (roll inward very slightly)

3. Stability shoes (and some cushioning 'shoes) blend
cushioning and control, and may be better if you have a
neutral running style (roll inward slightly)

How do you tell what kind of shoe you need? Check your

arch. Generally, overpronators have low arches,

underpronatars have high arches, and neutral runners fall
in between. To test yourself, wet your feet and then step
on a brown paper bag or piece of cardboard

Parts of a Shoe

Towe Box- 1 £ 4fi0e Achiiles Notch— Typicaly

Heal Counter —Heps
L ko

Midsole— A thice layer of

Insale or Secklingr— 4 f=gble

Tips
* Shop for shoes later in the day. Feet swell as the day
progresses, and you should try on shoes when your feet
are larger
* Bring your old shoes with you. A knowledgeable
| salesperson will be able to look at the wear patterns and
help you in your selection

* Kidney problems: If you have had kidney prablems or take other
medicines that can cause kidney problems, your healthcare provider
should do regular blood tests to check your kidneys

* Bone changes: It Is not known whether long-term use of TRUVADA
causes damage to your bones. If you have had bone problems in the past,
talk to your healthcare provider before taking TRUVADA

Changes in body fat have been seen in some people taking
anti-HIV medicines. The most common side effects of TRUVADA when taken
with other anti-HIV medicines are dizziness, diarrhea, nausea, vomiting,
headache, abdominal pain, depression, rash, and gas. Skin discoloration
(spots and freckles) may also occur,

Daniel Reynen
Certified Persanal
Trainer

* Bring the socks you run in. Wear them when
you're trying on the shoes for a proper fit

* Don't be blinded by brand. Try shoes from
different manufacturers. You're looking for the
best fit to protect your feet. It's not about the
name on the shoe

* Try on both shoes. One foot may be larger than
the other, so you want to make sure they both
fit properly

» Nake sure the shoe is flexible. Be cautious of a
shoe where the forefoot doesn't bend

« The toe box should be spacious. You should be
able to wiggle your toes and the space should be long
enough so that a thumbnail-size space remains in front
of the longest toe. Make sure to test this while standing,
not sitting

* Your heel should be snug, and not move from side
to side

* The shoe's collar shouldn't be so high it cuts into your
ankle or so low that your heel slips out

* You should be able to lace the shoes snugly over
your instep

* You don't break running shoes in. They should not have
any pressure points and should fit properly right away

* Don't wear your running shoes for anything but running.
If you wear them for everyday activities, they will wear
down much quicker. If you're a serious runner, you may
go through as many as 3 or 4 pairs of shoes a year

» Runners should replace shoes approximately every
4 months or every 300 to 500 miles

Dan Reynen’s Health and Fitness column is brought
to you by Gilead Sciences.

For more health and fitness tips,
visit www.WeBeFit.com

Discuss all medicines you take with your healthcare provider and

be aware;

* Your healthcare provider may need to follow you mare closely or adjust
your therapy if you are taking Videx®, Videx® EC, Reyataz®, or Kaletra®
with TRUVADA

For more information, please visit www.TRUVADA.com or call
1-800-GILEAD-5 (1-800-445-3235) and select option 2.
Please see Patient Information on the next page.

*Baned on data froem PHAST retail martnly diata
April 2006-Fabruary 2007, Wolters Kluwer Heih




Fatient |eformation
TRUVADA® (tru-VAH-dah) Tablets

Generic name: amiriciabing and tenotovr disoproxt fumarate

[y £l SIT tshy Bean and te NOE fo veer dye soe PROX A FYOU mar ate]

mes with TRUMADA belgre o start taking it and sach time you get a mfill

There may be new infarmation, This imformation does not take the place of talking to your healtheare proviger about

your medical sondition or trealment. Yo uld stay under a haaitheare provider's care whan feking TRUVADA. Do

not change or stop your medicine withou! first talking with your healthcare pravider. Talk 10 your heaithcare
provider or pharmacist it you have any questions about TRUVADA

Wihat is the most important [nformation | should know about TRUMADA?

+ Some people who have laken medicing like TRUVADA (nuclecside amalogs) have developed a serious
condifion called lactic acidosis (bulld up of an acid in the blood). Lacbe acidesis can ba g medical
emengancy and may nesd to be traated in the hospital Gall your healtheare provider right away if you get the
following signs or sympioms of lactic acidosis,

You feel very waak or tired

You have urustal (not notmal) muscle pain

You have trouble breathing

Read the Patient Information th

-

fau ‘f-el dizzy or light hu_hed

= You have 4 fast or irragular heartbeat

Some people who have taken medicings like TRUMADA hawve developed serious liver problems called

hepatotoxicity, wilh fiver enlarpement (hepatomegaly) and fat In the ier (steatosis) Call your healthcare

provider right away if yoo ge! the foliowing signs ar symptoms of liver problems.

* Your skin or the white part of your eyes tums yeliow (aundica)

* Your yring tums dark

« ‘Your bowel mowements {stools) lum light in calor

= YYou don't feel ke eating food for several diys ar langer

o sick 1o your stomach (rausen)

mach area (abdaminal) pan

* You may ba more likely 1o get lactic acidosis or liver problams (1 you are femals, very overwelight (obese], or
have been taking nuclecside analog medicings, ke TRUMADA, for & long time

+ |f you are also infected with tha Hegalitis B Virus (HBV), you need close madical follow-up far sevweral mont!
after stoppng trestment with TRUVADA, Follow-up ing lycies medical exams and blaod fests to check for HE
could be getting warse Patlents with Hemtls B Virug infection, who fake TRUVADA and then stop it, may gar

“llare- ups” of thelr hepatitis. A “Mare-up” is when the disease suddenly relums in @ worse wiy than before.
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0 Myeobactenum avium ¢ compler (MAC] infection It is very important
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TRUVADA does not lower your chance of passing HIV to ofher people through sexual contacl, sharing needles,
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Bemtictaon

Whe should not take TRUVADA?
+ Do not ke TRUVADA o
UVADA ara emiricitabine a
» Do 'En take TRUVADA if you
o EpivirHEY (lamivuding), E
Tidovudine), or VIREAD because m:qn mesH
What should | tell my healtheare provider before taking TRUVADA?
Tell your healthcare provider | you:
* ane ﬂ.r“l'ill'l[ or pllrmlnq to tm;nm! pru;n:m We do not know it h—.u WADA can
ide il I'FUW'"'A

reaty faking M’RIPLA
ACHWir sultmtatamiuding )
i Contiin the same or simila

| I |-'l= gt jru Cy
jare k .r|!<.$l'.|.1~ beuu of thi mr-e ot ing fhe HIY
pass into your breast milk &nd if it ca vour baby.
% with your heaithcare proveder sbout I1e brest way 1o feed

your LIJ.I.
+ have kidney problems or are undergoing kidnay dialysis treatment.
+ have bone problems.
+ have liver problems including Hepalitis 8 Virus infection.
Tell your healthcare provider abou! all the medicines you take, including prescription and nos-prescription

medicines. vitumins, and herbal supplaments Especiaily tell vour healthzars provider H you take
« Videx, Videx EG (didanosing), Tenofovir DF (3 comgonest of TRUVADA) may ncrease thie amount of Videx in your
blood, You may need to be followed more carelully |1 you are taking TRUVADA and Videx together. Aiso, the
#ose of didanosine may naed to ba reduced
anair sialfate) or Kaketra (lopinasic/ritondvie). Thess med
G nent of TRUVADA] in your biood, which could result ot side eflects. You may need fo be
I'-:uaumelj more cargtully It you dr2 taking TRUVADA and Reyataz or Kzletra together TRUVADA may
the amount of Revataz in your biood. If you are taking TRUVADA and Reyata: together. you should also '-
taking Norvir (rifonavir)
Keep a complete fist of all the medicines that you take, Make & new fist when madicines are added or stopped. Give
gapies of this kst 16 all of your healtthcare providers and pharmacist every time: wou vis® your healtheare provider
or fill a preseription

ay Increase the amount of tanofovir

Truvada
g-anolovir dsoproxl fumaratp &

How should | 1ake TRUVADA?

Take TRUVADA miactly a5 your heattheare provider preseribed @& Follow the direetions from your healtheare
pravidar, exacty as i ar the label

The usual dose of TRUVADA s 1 tablet once 3 day. TRUVADA |5 alvaye wsed with otherant-HIV medicnes, it
\iodl have kidney problems, you may need 10 take TRUMADA l8ss ofien.

TRUVADA may be taken with o of does not affect how TRUYADA works. Take TRUVADA at
the same fime each day.

1t ol fornet 1o take TRUVADA, taks it as soon 88 you remember that day. Do nol take more than 1 dose of
TRUVACA in a day, Do not take 2 doses at the same fime. Call your healthcars provider o pharmasist i you are
ot sure what 1o do. It is important that you do not miss any doses of Tnmnn or your anti-HIV medicines.
When your TRUVADA sapply starts to run dow, get more frae your heaitheare provider or pharmacy. This is very
important beeay amount of virus m your blood may increase i the medicine Is stoppad for even & shor
Himeg. The virus velop resistance ko TRUVADA and become harder fo freat,

Do not changs vour doss of stop taking TRUVADA without firs! taiking with your heaithiare provider, Stay undar
a healthears providars cars when taking TRUVADA

11 o athos to much TRUMADA. call your lecal paison control center or amergenty room right sway.

-

What shoubd | avoid while taking TRUVADA?

Do nol breast-teed. See “What shold | 180 my heaithcare provider betore taking TRUVADA?

Avoid daing things that can spread HIV infection smce TRUVADA does nol s1op Yoo from passing the HIV
infacton to others

« Do not share needies or other injection equipment,

« Do not share pe'xl:mnl items 1IIII can have bload or nnﬂy Milds on them, [ike tosthbroshes or razor blades.

er barriar o reduce the chance vith semen, vaginal sscr
u.H|P_p, ‘Tidavuding) EM RIVA, Epivir ar Epiar-HBY (lamivuding), Epzicom {abacavir
sulfaletamivtidine vir (abacavir sultate/lamivudineziseutine), or VIREAD
TRUVADA should nut he used with these medicines.

What are he possible side eflacts of TRUVADAT

TRUVADA may cause the following serious side eftects (522 “What i the most important information | should
know about THUVADA?")

» Laclic acidesis {bulldup af an acid in the blood), Lactic acidosis can be a medical emergency and may nesd 1o
be treated in the hospital. Call your doctor right @way it you get signs of lactic acidosis. (See “What is the most
miportant information | should kvow about TRUVADA?")

Serlous liver problems (hepatoloxicity), with lier snlargemeant (hagatom
all your healthcare prowder nghl i you J get any signs of lver pr e
inforrmation | should know abos paw

Flare-ups™ of Hepatitis B Virus infection, in «
G 1 if you slop laking TRUVADA, Your |
after stopping TRUVADA i you have both HIV and HBY i
Hepatiths B Virus infaction

Niﬂncv P‘TDIIEB[H!

aly) and fat in the bver (slaatosis)
|58 “Wh he most important

2 suddenly returns in & wosse way than befors
your candition for saver
not approved for the tre

]
TRUVADA

-

fake other medicines that can cause kidney
h"u. VOUF kidineys

'ar may nesd
oritse: meticin

Jther side affects with TRUVADA when ussd with other anti-HIV medicings
|

How da | store TRUVADA?
* Keep !ill.l'h‘lﬂ.l and all ather meumms out nd reach of children.

I Lighily Coos
gr need. [t O Arty medicings Jway maks sui

ondifions that are not mentioned in patient infarmation leatiets. Do not
ot prescribed. Do not give TRUVADA 1o other peopbe, sven if they
tarm them
51 Important indormation
filh your -Ic.;"lnul.- prowvider. You can ask your heal
en for health professionals. For mare information, you
LWADA wedsite at www. TRUVADA com
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What are th ingredients of TRUVADA?
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Bl #2 aluminum lake, hydroeypropyd methidcelbos
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What a World

by Nancy Ford

WHAT A YEAR, WHAT A YEAR

Saying goodbye to 2007. And not @ minute too soon

nna Nicole’s surreal Funeral du

Soleil, A diapered-yet-determined

astronette. The birth of Dick and
Lynn Cheney's grandson, whose parents
are two mommies. There are no homo-
sexuals in Iran,

2007—what a vear it was. Undeni-
ably, the assorted sordid events of these
troublesome past 365 days deemed 2007
no slice of heaven.

On the other my-glass-is-half*full
hand, we were never bored,

Before moving on to 2008, let’s take
one last look at some of the more signifi-
cant events of these 12 whacky months,
reminding ourselves that those who do
not learn from the past are destined to
pay extra to take the online course until
they do.

GORE WINS AT LAST. Thanking his
lucky, evaporating stars that former
Florida state attorney general Katherine
Harris doesn’t count votes in Sweden,
Al Gore and his team of scientists were
honored with the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize
for sounding the alarm about global
warming. I mean, global climate change.
I mean, the end of days. Wait...what are
we calling it now?

In any case, the vietory marked
the first time any winner of the presti-
gious award could boast having Melissa
Etheridge’s phone number on speed-dial.

BUT IF THEY CAN'T BRING IT WITH
THEM TO JAIL, WHY CALL IT A CELL
PHONE? Paris, Nicole, and Lindsay all
spent time in the pokey for various of-
fenses ranging from driving while intoxi-
cated to driving while famous. Reports
that Barry Bonds, O.J., and Britney
have all presciently placed Ray Hill on
retainer as their Prison Coach have been
wildly exaggerated.

HOLY CRAP. Houstonians were re-
minded in June that, despite growing
acceptance of and tolerance for GLBTS,
extreme danger still lurks,

After the two met in a Montrose bar,
Terry Mark Mangum murdered Kenneth
Cummings Jr., a gay flight attendant, in

Cummings’ Pearland home. Mangum, a
self-proclaimed reincarnation of the Old
Testament prophet Elijah, said he was
deing God'’s bidding when he "sacrificed”
a homosexual by stabbing him in the
head, tossing his body into a shallow
pond in nearby Dickinson,

It bears noting that, to date, no re-
ligious extremists have been assaulted
after being picked up in, let’s say,
Chik-Fil-A by any gay man or woman
claiming to be the reincarnation of Fred-
die Mercury.

It took a heart attack
to finally silence
the man famous for

saying that gays and
leshians helped bring
ahout the attacks of
September 11.

MAKING HER STORY HISTORY. Hous-
ton city controller and OutSmart col-
umnist Annise D. Parker was not only
re-elected as the highest-ranking out
lesbian municipal official in the United
States, but is obviously doing such an
exemplary job that she ran unopposed
for her final term. Take that, Dr. Steven
Hotze.

You don't get that punch line, you
say? Google “Hotze” and “Straight
Slate.”

THERE GOES THE NEIGHBORHOOD.
World-champion antigay evangelist Jer-
ry Falwell died at age 73. It took a heart
attack to finally silence the man famous
for saying that gays and lesbians helped
bring about the attacks of September 11
and Teletubby Tinky Winky is a homo-
sexual recruiting tool of the very young.
We wonder if Falwell's May prom-

enade through the pearly gates has
prompted God to rethink that whole
Christians-spending-eternity-in-heaven
idea.

PUTTING THEIR MOUTHS WHERE
THEIR MONEY ISN'T. Larry Craig,
Mark Foley, Bob Allen—the list of hypo-
critical Republican homos, led by now-
deposed evangelical leader Ted Haggard,
seemed to grow daily.

It took a mere three weeks of intense
conversion therapy earlier this year
until Brother Haggard cried uncle, pro-
claiming he is now “100 percent hetero-
sexual.”

In truth, Haggard’s miraculous
conversion will likely take longer than
just three weeks. A lot longer. But time
always seems to pass more guickly when
you're tweaking on crystal meth.

SURVIVOR GUILT. Even though ENDA
(you know, that embattled Employ-
ment Non-Discrimination Act originally
designed to protect all GLBTs in the
workplace) was approved last month by
the U.S. House of Representatives, the
victory was at best bittersweet for gays
and lesbians.

The importance of any federal legis-
lation protecting any of us in the GLBT
community can't be overstated, even
though W has promised to veto ENDA
if a separate version passes the Senate
and a final bill lands on his desk. But
the last-minute deletion of language
protecting gender identity, proposed by
Massachusetts Congressman Barney
Frank and condoned by national opera-
tives of the Human Rights Campaign,
was a killer to those of us who under-
stand what that deletion means to the T
in GLBT.

Now gays and lesbians know how the
Unsinkable Molly Brown must have felt
in her lifeboat as she watched passen-
gers of the working class wave to her
from the deck of the Titanie.

When the time comes for us to write
our 2008 GLBT to-do lists, grabbing an
oar might be an excellent task to place
at the top. ®
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LeftOut

by Daryl Moore

HILLARY’S ‘MEN-ARE-PILING-ON’ STRATEGY

Methinks the lady doth protest too much

just wrote about Hillary and her candida-

cy last month, and not in a very favorable

way. This month, I find myself writing
about her again, and not in a very favorable
way, Perhaps some in Hillary's campaign
would charge me with “the-politics-of-piling-
on” Hillary because she is a woman. That's
what her campaign did after Hillary’s poor
outing in the last Demoeratic presidential
debate when the other ecandidates went after
her: It implied that the other eandidates, all
male, had “piled on” Hillary because she is a
female. Methinks Lady Hillary doth protest
too much.

Indeed, the same week that Hillary's

campaign accused her male counterparts of

“the polities of pile on,” she also appeared at
her alma mater, Wellesley. When address-
ing a crowd of “Hillblazers,” voung female
supporters, Hillary said, “In so many ways,
this all women's college prepared me to
compete in the all-boys’ club of presidential

politics.

Well, apparently it didn’t. If it had,
Hillary would have known the difference
between being singled out because she's a
woman and being singled out because she's
got a 20-point lead on the men.

Whether I think Hillary is the best
Demoerat in the field iz irrelevant to the fact
that, before playing the gender card after
the last debate. Hillary had run the smart-
est campaign of anyone in the Democratic
primary. Even though she's not my candi-
date, I thought that she had outperformed
Obama, Edwards, and the others every time.
During the debates, she projected strength,
experience, knowledge, and self-assurance.
She never got ruffled. She was virtually
untouchable.

Then, in the last debate, she was asked
about whether New York governor Eliot
Spitzer's plan to offer illegal immigrants
driver's licenses was the right decision.
Hillary waffled, saying first one thing, then
another, and then finally accused Tim Rus-

sert of asking her a “gotcha” question when
it beeame apparent that her answers were
doublespeak. If it was a “gotcha” question,
it certainly didn't “get” any of the other can-
didates. And even if it had been a “gotcha”
question, it’s a debate, Hillary. That's the
point: to ask candidates tough questions to
see how they handle them under fire. Hillary
had been great under fire. In the last debate,
she wasn't.

In short, the last debate wasn't Hillary's
finest performance. She should have simply
acknowledged that after the debate and come
loaded for bear the next time.

But she didn't. Instead, she had her cam-
paign accuse the male candidates of “piling
on,” implying that six men piling on one
woman was unfair. She played the gender
card, which was stupid. Until then, Hillary
hadn't played the gender card. She didn’t
have to. Everyone knows she’s a woman.
She's not exactly in the closet.

nued on page 26

Hot Price on a Cool

Our holiday gift to you...

$

Sony Bravia 32" HD LCD .

plus a FREE wall bracket
with installation purchase

fenitesd tme affer, iméed supply, one per houshold, in store purchase only

Ask us about other great gift ideas!
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Reg. Price $1400

by Dale Carpenter

CHECK THE NUMBERS

Does United ENDA represent the community?

n the recent debate over ENDA, it has

frequently been said that “the com-

munity” solidly opposes the first-ever
federal gay civil rights bill unless it includes
transgenders.

The evidence for this surprising unity is
the fact that more than 300 organizations
have signed an online petition, available
at www,UnitedENDA.org. “United ENDA,"
the website boasts, “effectively communi-
cated the strong opposition of hundreds of
organizations and millions of members of
the leshian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
community.”

The correctness of an all-or-nothing ap-
proach to civil rights is not determined solely
by the number of organizations or people
who favor or oppose it. The strategy could
be wrong even if everybody supported it;
conversely, it could be right even if everybody
opposed it. But in a society that values repre-
sentative politics, claiming that you speak for
millions of people lends moral authority and

YOUR CHOICE OF $5,000 IN INCENTIVES®

democratic legitimacy to your cause.

So is it true that United ENDA speaks
for the community? The answer depends on
which “community” we mean. If we mean
“the community of gay and trans activists”
who lead organizations like the National Gay
& Leshian Task Force, the answer is “yes.”

This is a select group of people, however.
They are very liberal, highly educated, and
unusually pelitically aware. They long ago
bought the idea that the “T" is necessarily
part of the “GLB." This view 1s strongly influ-
enced by academic queer and gender theory
that, whatever its merits, is probably not
widely understood or actively embraced.

This does not mean that the leaders of

these organizations are wrong; their dedica-
tion to their beliefs is admirable. It is only to
suggest that they may not be representative.

But, it might be answered, thev lead more
than 300 organizations that collectively do
represent millions of members of the com-
munity. To determine whether this might be

INTOWN LUXURY LIVING

SINGLE FAMILY GARDEN HOMES / LARGE BACKYARDS /| GATED COMMUNITY
CUSTOM HOME QUALITY / STAINLESS STEEL APPLIANCES /| GRANITE COUNTERTOPS

true, I looked at the organizations listed on
the United ENDA website. The list is much
less impressive than it first seems.

Some of the groups are well-known
players on the national stage, like NGLTF
and Lambda Legal. The vast majority are
very obscure local and state groups. One is
called “Coqgsure,” described online as a “social
group” in Portland, Oregon, “for people who
were born or raiged female who don't pres-
ently identify as totally female.”

Missing from the list is the largest and
most influential gay political group, the
Human Rights Campaign. There are no gay
Republican organizations listed, yet more
than 25 percent of gay people regularly vote
Republican in national elections.

The list is padded. The National Stone-
wall Democrats are there, but so are a
dozen of the group’s state and loecal chapters,
including both the Colorado chapter and
that chapter’s “Transgender Caucus.” The
national PFLAG organization is listed, but —

HARDWOQOD FLOORS / SPACIOUS BATHROOMS | TRAVERTIMNE TILE
LARGE LIVING AREAS | HUGE MASTER SUITES / OVERSIZE GARAGES
LUSHLY LANDSCAPED PARK AND WALKING TRAIL Fpes

*Limited tme offer Choose from backysrd casis. hame thestre, upgrades, refrigeratorfireerer, winher dryer, o chosing costy

www.QOasislntown.com / 713-242-7900

home theater « design « custom installation 7

avdesignshouston.com 7300 Southwest Frwy.

713-776-8444
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mmrEm  Brokers weleome

TJ Morgan
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2200 N, Loop West, Ste. 122
HOUSTON, TX 77018
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Duvid L 2490@ aol.com
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1 from page 24

More importantly, the men on the stage
didn't go after Hillary because she's got a
va-jay-jay. They went after her because, until

then, she was more than 20 points ahead of

her nearest male competitor.

Frontrunners have bull’s eyes on them,
whether the frontrunners are males or
females. If Hillary learned anything at
Wellesley, in the White House,
time in the Senate about the “

or in her
all boys’ club
of presidential polities,” she should have at

least learned that.

Writing from the liberal side, Houston attorney
Pt Miacrs Sos s pariin

in civil appellate |

¢ ." .'I."r.'-".'.'. e and is boart

certified

so are half a dozen of its subsidiaries. On and
on 1t goes like that.

The list also includes numerous nongay
wr Jewish
of the
They're

organizations, like the Alliance fi

Renewal and a single local chapter
American Federation of Teachers
free to oppose a hill that protects gay civil

rights, of course, but they don't represent
the gay community
Ameri-

cans, of whom perhaps 7.5 million are adults

There are about ten million gay
How many of them are “represe: ted” by the
United ENDA signatory

One way to determine that is by asking

groups?

how many active members the groups have

Unfortunately, membership figures are

mostly unavailable and are often inflated

when they are available, consisting of little
more than a mailing list.
Membership in the listed organizations

also overlaps. The active membership of most

of these groups, especially the maore than 70
transgender groups listed, 1s probably tiny
Even many of the gay groups aren't very

large. To take just one example, the Houston
GLBT Political Caucus, “

m a n|--(1'np|=i1|;m area of more than four

representing” gays
million people, regularly gets fewer than 30
people at meetings.

that the
300 groups average 1,000 non-overlapping
That's a total of 300,000

Let's assume very generously

members each.
]J{'II|.ILI.' well short of “millions” and less than
five percent of the 7.5 million gay adults in
the country

Do the listed groups even represent their

own members? A fascinating recent article in
the Washington Blade
tions |1n|:1; llu United ENDA front quoted
gay Democratic activist Peter Rosenstein as

about growing defec-

saying that few of the 300 groups canvassed

their members before taking a stand.
For example, Geoll Kors, head of Equality

California, acknowledged that his group
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m continued from page 26

did not poll its members. But, he added, he

ol

had received lots of supportive e-mails, Get-
‘ ting e-mail from people who agree with you
: ) - is not a vote.
) United ENDA could assert that it speaks
for many in the community who aren't mem-
bers of the signatory groups. The problem
— . ! . with that claim is that there are no reliable
=HELS : polls telling us how many gay people would
I ’ forego their eivil rights until “gender iden-
B - tity™ is included.
e Tomt More than two-thirds of the United
ENDA signatories appear to be headquar-

£ - o ¥ tered in states or cities where gay people
are already protected from discrimination
I'm confident many members of the Harvard
Transgender Task Foree and the Alice B. Tok-
= las LGBT Democratie Club of San Franeisco

B

e
O
2

e fully support making gay people in Missis-
sippi wait until ENDA is ideologically pure,
T o e, but they don't speak for anyone outside their
privileged precincts.

In short, there is simply no good evidence
for United ENDA's claim that the community

opper o ag AUTNg

Hoa opposes anincremental approach tocivil rights.

Paisano Telecom Azteck Communications
8950 Westpark Dr.. #1158 9354 Long Point Road
713.782.1575 713.683.1046
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e DT B e e e : 2 - when he lived in Houston. Nou rin Min
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InsideOut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

WORDPLAY AND POLITICS

Avoiding ‘a Howard Dean moment’is a full-time job

will have been in elected public office 10

years this month and have been writing

for OutSmart for six of those years, I
like to write, so having a column can be fun.
And, as 1 do a lot of public speaking, I am
sometimes able to re-craft speeches into my
monthly article, But I must confess that too
often it is a real grind to churn something
out as that deadline approaches.

The magazine editors do not edit my
work or request certain topies, although
from the beginning they have requested
personal observations and insights as much
as possible. 1 try to balance articles ahout
my personal life and feelings with articles
about political topies, and then I'll throw in
a “grab bag” of disparate short items when
[ feel uninspired.

Personal pieces have included ones
on what it means to be a GLBT candidate,
how I choose which events to attend from
the multitude of daily invitations I receive,

my experiences at the Kennedy School of

Government at Harvard, and how it felt
to turn 50. Political pieces inform about
what is happening in ¢ity hall, explain the
importance of voting, or analyze upcoming
ballot items.

The four-part series [ wrote about adopt-
ing my two daughters with my life partner
Kathy garnered more comments and touched
more people than anything else I've done
[t was also the hardest, being both very
personal and involving the feelings of three
other people. I may revisit it someday and try
to expand on what was a verv emotional and
sometimes painful experience.  have shared
copies with people who are going through the
i!flh’ll)[lllli [H'lll'l'hﬁ

[ am regularly asked by readers to do
more of the personal articles, and I'd cer-
tainly like to. There are three drawbacks.
One ig that those articles can’t be dele-
gated. I can't ask my staff to gather info and

shoot me a paragraph or two (reference those
uninspired moments mentioned earlier)
when other responsibilities are overwhelm
ing my schedule.

Anather drawback is that [ am conscious
that anything I write may be thrown back
at. me by an opponent in a future campaign
The desire to be plainspoken and honest
often conflicts with the desire not to shoot
myself in the foot. In this current media
Ili'_'_ri‘. S1i l]]li1i C|||.(Ji|."?'~. }]CI]‘H‘hl"Hd_‘i”kt'F. i‘l]](l Lk"'n";'
than-tasteful pictures are forever available
on the Internet. While I don't believe I have
to fear any of those indiscretions, quotes out
of context can sting.

Of course, even the political articles
can come bhack and bite me. Talk about
umintended consequences. An early article
about people who contacted my council office
with complaints about HPD led to me being
deposed for a lawsuit by someone suing the

conlinued on page 32
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Twenty Years of

¢ ) Professional
Finally, my personal positions can have

implications for the city. [ was incensed when NO “ .l' OPEN Experience in

he antigay : ion legislation was consid- T . - ‘
SRl o e IN BRIAR GROVE PLAZA "
ered 1n the oltale egisiature 1 2000 an

— - T Business

felt a personal respongibility to speak out,

city. I spent hours being grilled on the ac-

curacy of every word | wrote. -

including some rather pointed comments on
the evening news shows directed at the bill's

sponsor. At the time, I had legislation dealing

with financial reporting by municipalities

. - 2 s . pending in the House.
d 45 ul e LN

SN( ISN‘T ONE OF

Former state representative and now

James J. Burnett
Attorney and Counselor at Law

Houston Council Member Melissa Noriega
wag carrying it for me. There was no opposi-
tion, and it went to a hearing in commitiee
the following week. As luck would have it,

* Business Incorporation and Formation

who do you think was chair of that commit-

=il . A S R * Business Transaction and Aereements
y ; . tee? (My bill finally passed in 2007.) B kel be o
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relationships. Dr. Pasha addresses snoring and S|EEP any columnist) is humor, which is so much * Probate Law (Wills, Trusts, Estate Plannifig
. . - i atter of personal taste and t h * Family Law
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is clean, topical, and funny is a juggling act 713.266.9400 www.surprisesgifts.com jamesburnett.com 281' i
. = AR A e T i ']'lll"-;-ﬁ'i[l) 10-6 g Highlander@jamesburnett.com 14090 Southwest Fwy, Suite 300
TI'IB PI“ur PI'DI'.GI:II."'E'" | Things I might say in person are often v . % 4 sl ; S g1
| s = e ; 2 ; :‘;l}(}t‘!ill Holidayv Hours: Sun 12-6 Not certified by the Texas Board of Lega! Specialization Carpe Diem!
| more direct than what appears in print :

FDA cleared and clinically proven

because they aren't \'~\'T"-|Jll."i But even

ngh satisfaction with patients and pOFlI‘IEI’S 3 implants then 1 am aware that the microphone is
= iof in-off d “stiffen” the always on! 1 take my responsibilities as |
One fime, brie » In-Ofnce proceaure soft palate both a public figure and as a community | !z’PiﬂTﬂ"fo’ ”fﬂ” ﬂlp(’!'f(’ﬂ(‘é’
to reduce 1

role model very seriously, so there are few y
) ] ’ ey 7 Y, D
R, EJ!J['}IITIL:I";i[EL'.‘- to let my hair, or my guard, I”h’h{( {”” “rbtj'

ard Dean mo-

down. The phrase “a Hoy
ment” has entered the political lexicon for
good reason.

These are not complaints, only obser-

RHZHIPEIS}]{‘I, MD :'_ P -nl P vations, [ am honored to have both roles
loard Certified: American Board of Otolaryngology ._\\-ﬂ ‘Ib l‘.‘l

. ! and am always thankful for what I con
I8 20 555K Sinus &~ Allergy Center ; ‘
281.920.5558 ot *\? L rf sider a sacred trust. I am fairly reserved
Snoring & Sleep Center

www. breathefre |_- com by nature, so it isn’t much of a problem
It is, however, the reason for my personal
Wast Houston Doctors’ Clinie « 12121 Richmond Ave. Suite 304 » Hoaston, Texas 77T082-243"

rule that 1 don’t drink alcohol when I'm

working. Since I'm almost always working
(in one sense or another) when I am in
|'J|,]|J]i(_'_ I make a ;,[utnl Ill"'i_!.r.”.-ilt'fl driver.
Notwithstanding all that, my daily prayer

0 5 » somewhere between “Make
would still be somewhere between “Make HOME FURNISHINGS & ACCESSORIES

eclectic

them proud of me” and “Don't let me serew
up today.”

Annise Parker is the second-term city controller
and the highest-ranking openly GLBT elected

municipal official in any of the 10 largest U.S.
cities, Her website i3 www houstoncontroller.

. . 3 org. Parker's television pro 7
5||ver|u5|- 'OI'IQII"ICIIS..... ters, airs Monday on the Municipal % £ o TR AR
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AIDS Watch

by Kelly McCann

REALIZE YOU ARE WORTH PROTECTING

This holiday season, give yourself the gift of health

n the fall of 2007, Merck & Co., one of
the large pharmaceutical companies

studying potential preventive vaccines
for HIV, halted its trial of a genetically en-
gineered vaceine being tested on four
continents. The reason? Preliminary
results indicated it simply wasn’t
working.

This major setback, after two
decades of research and billions of dol-
lars spent, has many scientists saying
they are uncertain if an effective vae-
cine for HIV will ever be developed.
In response to this diﬁn"&pn]l‘!tihg out-

VEery simpPLy puT, HIV 1S PREVENTABLE.
PRE-VENT-A-BLE. Except in a very few
cases of sexual assault or occupational

exposure, p|—~:1}lie either choose to engage

Research indicates a person with
HIV/AIDS can expect to survive
an average of 24 years, thanks to
antiretroviral medications. How-
ever, it comes with a staggering

Nevertheless, the bottom line is this, One
must actively engage in specific sexual or
needle-sharing activities in order to become
infected with HIV. My hope is every person
reading this will vow to make better,
healthier decisions and avoid such
risky behaviors.

HIV pisease 1s EXPENSIVE. 1t takes
a toll on one's mind, body, and bank
account.,

Even with the effective, life-sav-
ing medications, HIV can leave you
feeling depressed and suffering from

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

SANCTUARY FOR ALL

Join Us For Sunday Services at 8:30 or 10:50 a.m. and
the reconciling witness of our Pastor, Rev. Andy Noel
(Coffee & fellowship folfow)

13 Units Left! Phase One: 16 Units Sold Out!
TUAM (of HWY 59N) 3/3.5/2 and 3/2.5/2 plans, 1,723-1,925 q. 1
DOWNTOWN 3Story Contemporary, DOWNTOWN VIEWS! Starting at: $219,900

Buyer Incentive mmilable on b

ames that close by 12/31/07 only

price tag of $618,900.

come, many HIV experts are calling a myriad of side effects from daily

BERING MEMORIAL

bouts of diarrhea to redistribution

for a shift away from ‘technological’

fixes like vaceines and vaginal microbicides

to the old tried and true, lower tech strate-

gies like monogamy and eircumcision.
While the results are disheartening, I

hope this study will serve to remind us all

of same vitally important facts

in risky behavior or they choose to protect
themselves, Self-esteem, substance abuse,

and other factors can certainly influence

one’s judgment and behavioral choices, so it
is important to address mental health and
addiction issues.

of body fat

And while we don’t want to equate liv-
ing longer with a dollar amount, we must
be aware of a 2004 study from
researchers from Cornell, Harvard, Johns
Hopkins, and Boston University. Their —

L.egacy .

Community Health Services

Syphilis is spread easily through unprotected oral or anal sex.

Don't Make Excuses. Get Tested!
Free Syphilis Testing
George Sports Bar

617 Fairview Street
Every Monday, 6 PM - 10 PM

In & Out

1537 North Shepherd Drive
Every Thursday, 4 PM - 8 PM

Or call 713-830-3070 for a list of other weekly testing sites.
www.legacycommunityheath.org

a group of
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Rev, Andy Nvel, Pastor

Rev. Jerry Goree. Director of Congregational Care

1440 Harold Street at Mulberry = Houston, TX 77006 « 713.526.1017
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www.eyecontact.com

Houston,

Shepherd Square
Texas 77098
20.6600

713.9
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Medication Management
Psychotherapy

Specializing in Depression,
Bipolar, Anxiety, ADHD disorders

2990 Richmond Ave., Suite 428
281.610.8190

Limited evening & weekend appointments a

ART KELLER, DC.

Work Injuries Auto Accidents

Sports Injuries Acupuncture

Impairment Ratings
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CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC CENTER
3033 Chimney Rock at Suite 440
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research indicates a person with HIV/AIDS
can expect to survive an average of 24 years,
thanks to antiretroviral medications. How-
ever, it comes with a staggering price tag of
$618,900 over the course of a lifetime!

A maN’s Risk oF conTRAcTING HIV From
HETEROSEXUAL INTERCOURSE CAN BE CUT
IN HALF (PLEASE EXCUSE THE PUN) BY
CIRCUMCISION, according to National Insti-
tutes of Health studies in Africa. Granted,
heterosexual intercourse is likely not the
favorite flavor of most OutSmart readers,
but circumeision is still an important factor
to consider. Here's why:

The foreskin often experiences small
tears during intercourse and those breaks

in the skin could provide an easy portal of

entry for HIV. Also, the underside of the
foreskin is rich in immune cells that easily
bind to the virus,

So, getting circumcised could help reduce
a man’s chances of becoming infected. But
hefore you schedule an appointment with
vour surgeon or pull the pinking shears out
of the kitchen drawer, know circumecision is

not absolute protection.

WiTHOUT A SAFE AND EFFECTIVE VACCINE,
PREVENTION EDUCATION AND THE USE OF
BARRIER METHODS ARE THE BEST WEAPONS
WE HAVE IN BATTLING THE SPREAD oF HIV.
Make sure vou and your loved ones know
how HIV is transmitted and how to employ
safer sex techniques

and other barrier

temember, condoms

methods like dental dams are the answer.,

Correct and consistent use of them will
drastically reduce one’s chances of becoming
infected with HIV :
sexually transmitted diseases

a variety of fla-

ind/or other fluid-borne

Latex condoms come in
and sizes to fit the, um, tastes
length

vors, sty les,
and sensibilities, as well as the
and girth, of the man wearing it. He can
increase his pleasurable sensations by put-
ting a drop of water-based lube inside the
tip of the condom before he rolls it onto his
erect penis. The lube on the inside helps the
condom to move around more on the head
of the penis, and that makes it feel better
to the
is our friend!

And if the man wearing the condom
wants to be a true gentleman and consider-

man wearing the condom. Friction

ate lover, he ean lube up the outside of the
condom once he'’s got it on. That will help to
increase the pleasurable sensations experi
enced by his partner

Latex condoms are relatively inexpen-
sive. You can get a box of 12 for about $9
That'’s a cost of just 75

at any drug store

cents each. Or you ecan find them for free or

at drastically reduced prices at local commu-
nity-based agencies like AIDS Foundation
Houston, Planned Parenthood, or Montrose
Counseling Center. And don't forget, many
organizations have stalff members and vol-
unteers who conduct outreach activities,
including the distribution of condoms at local
gay bars and bathhouses,

Now you know. You know condoms are
the best way to protect vourself from HIV.
You know how to make them feel better dur-
ing sex. And you know they are inexpensive
and come in a variety of models.

S0, no excuses. Now 1s the time for you
to make better, healthier decisions for you
and your partner.

Realize you are worth lr}r'r.-fr-(‘!."u}; If booze
or drugs cloud vour judgment, seek help so
¥ou can get into recovery and slay saber,

Realize you are worth protecting. Get into
the habit of using a condom every time you
engage in penetrative sexual activity, wheth
er it is oral, anal, or vaginal intercourse

Realize

enjoy a safe and happy haliday season.

you are worth protecting. And

Keily A. McCann is
of AIDS Foundation Hous
marked 2

25 years of service
'J.'r.".a'f'.'-'."l.'J_-rr'l_-,'.

the chief executive officer
, twhich recently
‘r.’lllilll I..|Il-i (AT ]

Houston Medical Monitoring Project

Your OPINIONS will
complete the puzzle.

Help us gain a deeper
understanding of health-related
iences and needs of people
iving with HIV/AIDS

l_'\.l\(":

OPINIONS welcomed @
www.houstontx.gov/health/
Epidemiology/HMMP/index.htm|

Leg ac\, e [ﬂﬂ

B{-‘t'il 1Ieimega

Custom Penconaliged Q}foﬂtdag“ ' ftﬁts

Greeting Cards * Calendars ® Mouse Pads f

Thermal Cups ® Puzzles ® T-Shirts »
COPY CENTER/COMPUTERS/INTERNET BAR

Canvas Prints * Posters * Buttons
1201-F Westheimer » Houston, TX 77006 » 713-528-1201 » www.copydotcom.com

&

Fave

O Massage Optio

* Sports

. \\\uhki‘l

URBAN SOLES

e o) B2 D S ] —
: | S06 W. 19™ STREET

STRESS-FREE HOLIDAYS! (IN'THE: HElGHIS)

Gift Certificates Available

Shave, Haircut & Massage Special *80

Natienally €
Mauassage T

Casual, comfortable footwear
and accessories for the
urban adventurer

Shoes for Women, Men, & Children

We carry Patagonia,
Timberland, Birkis, Crocs,
Simple, Mion, Smartwool
and many more!!

713-880-1187

QuiSmart DECEMBER 2007 37

Y
David Tritico
832.274.3853

1140 Smith Street
www.BarbershopCentral.com




Wouldn't It
Be Nice?

Carnie Wilson chats about her new Christmas album,
reality TV, trees, and why people who oppose
same-sex marriage suck. Really suck

by Nancy Ford

t's a busy time for Carnie Wilson. When I called
her at the appointed hour for this OutSmart in-
terview, she had just returned to her home on the
West Coast from Nashville and was leaving the
next day for Las Vegas, all in service to the best-
gal-pal media identity she has deftly parlayed
into a successful pop-culture career.

At that moment, she was in line at her local Starbucks,

where she had just purchased a mid-afternoon snack of a
regular drip coffee and a slice of banana bread.
“I'm going to have two bites, and then I'm going to

throw it out,” Wilson promised, ever mindful of what too

many calories can do to her high-profile battle of the bulge.

“I really shouldn’t be here, but today is one of these
days where I just want two little bites of banana bread
and a sip of coffee, and I'll be happy.”

With or without benefit of banana bread, Carnie
sounds quite happy in general. After shedding the bulk
that labeled her “the fat chick” of that mega-popular '90s
recording group. Wilson Philips, she went on to host her
own television talk show, record two solo albums, author
three books, and generally become the go-to girl ready to
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liven up a celebrity reality or interview show with her
ingratiating persona and salty banter.

It's reasonable that she should be surrounded by all
things celebrity. She is, of course, the daughter of Brian
Wilson, the musical genius behind the Beach Boys, the
groundbreaking, multi-harmonied, '60s pop group. This
month her father is one of five recipients of the Ken-
nedy Center Honors, the 30th annual national celebra-
tion of the arts (televised on December 26}, along with
pianist Leon Fleisher, actor and writer Steve Martin,
singer Diana Ross, and film director Martin Scorsese.

“T'm really excited for him,” Carnie says of her
father with more than a little awe in her voice. “It's
funny—Elton John called him about a week ago and
said, “You know, it's a shame I got [the Kennedy Center
honor]| before you. You should have gotten it before me!’

“They're just such good friends, it's really neat.”

Before heading to Vegas, Carnie chatted with Out-
Smart—while simultaneously balancing her cell phone,
her banana bread, and her coffee—about what keeps
her sane and sober, what keeps her busy, and what re-
ally, really sucks. —
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In addition to being a wife, mother, daughter of a pop
culture legend, singer, and reality-TV-show star, Carnie
Wilson has published two memoirs, Gut Feefings: From
Fear and Despair to Health and Hope in 2001 and I'm Stlf
Hungry: Finding Myself Through Thick and Thin in 2003,
She followed the autohiographies in 2005 with To Serve
with Love: Simple, Scrumptious Dishes fram the Skinny to
the Sinful, an inspirational lifestyle cookbook written with
Cindy Pearlman (all three books from Hay House).

Here Carnie shares one of her favorite holiday recipes
with OutSmart, and with you.

Carnie Wilson's Berry Berry Delicious Bars
2 sticks of butter (room temperature)

1 cup sugar

1 egg

/3 tsp. vanilla

2 cups flaur

*fs cup chopped pecans

/s cup white chocolate chips

1 jar raspberry preserves

Lemaon glaze:

Combine:

2 cups powdered sugar
Juice of 1 leman

1 thsp. milk

'f4 tsp. vanilla

Preheat oven to 350° In a large bowl, mix butter and
sugar with an electric mixer on a medium speed until
the ingredients are light and fluffy, for approximately 30
seconds.

Separately, combine lemon glaze ingredients.
Reserve.

Add the egg and vanilla to the butter and sugar mixture,
mixing until incorporated. Reduce mixer speed to low and
slowly add the flour, one cup at a time. Mix in the pecans,
then the white chocolate chips.

Reserve one cup of the dough. Pat the remaining dough
into a 9-inch-by-9-inch nonstick metal baking pan, pressing
it down to make a crust about a 1/2-inch thick.

Spread raspberry preserves onto the dough, leaving
about half an inch around the sides as a border. Gently dat
the layer of preserves with the reserved dough. Bake for
30 minutes until dough is a light golden brown.

Let cool, then drizzle with lemon glaze. Slice into bars.
Serves 1-25, depending on individual eating disorder.
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Wouldn't It Be Nice? [l

Nancy Ford: Christmas means a lot of
things, but two things specifically, to
me: good music and good food—way
more that two bites of banana bread!
Carnie Wilson: [Laughing] Oh, Jesus!
Well, I love to cook, and I love to bake.
I'm really serious about it.

What are some of your favorite holiday
foods that you prepare?

Every vear I like to make a really nice
cranberry sauce that has just fresh cran-
berries and sugar and orange zest and
water and lemon juice. You make it from
seratch—it's so good. And 1 just love to
make the stuffing. That's my thing.

I also make a really great green-
bean casserole dish in the crockpot with
canned green beans, cream of chicken
soup, and cream of mushroom soup
together, And then you layer it with a
shitload of cheese and dried basil, sali
and pepper, and French onion. Oh man,
oh my god!

You are a traditionalist, Carnie Wilson.
Yes, | am. I am. And of course, | have
to make my macaroni and cheese, and |
have to make a bread pudding that ['ve
been perfecting for the past two years.

What keeps me sane is cooking.
Honestly, it keeps me sober. I'm in re-
covery for three years, so [ cook for my
daughter. I cook for my husband. I cook
for evervbody that comes to my home
I actually find reasons to cook at night.
I'm a workaholic, so at night when I
should be sleeping, I'll go in the kitchen
and start baking, and then I'll give food
to people. No matter, if I'm doing an
interview for Entertainment Tonight or
if I'm going in to have my nails done,
everybody is going to have some of my
food every week.,

Lovely! You can tell you really have pas-
sion for cooking and preparing food.
Yes, I'm going to open up a restaurant
one of these days. It's going to be called
Shut the F--k up and Eat. [Laughs] I'm
kidding! I'm kidding!

[Laughs] What's your advice on how
to avoid overindulging during the
holidays?

(h god!

| know, | know. Who wants to, right?
[Laughing] I'm going to wear a muzzle

that says “Merry F--king Christmas...

...Mow shut the f--k up and eat!”

Yeah, exactly! For overindulging...it's
g0 hard. This is what I say: Know your-
self. Know vour kryptonite. Know your
weakness.

For two days before Christmas, have
a B00-calorie diet where yvou're just eating
vegetables and chicken. Or for breakfast,
have a couple of scrambled eggs. No
snacks, lots of water. For lunch, have a
salad with grilled vegetables and chick-
en. For dinner, have a piece of salmon and
grilled vegetables, and maybe a Weight
Watchers snack bar at night.

Just take two days of really clean
eating before [the holiday]. And then,
if you have the willpower to resist,
just cut everything in half. So instead
of having a 3,000-calorie day with all
the stuff, maybe you'll have a 1,000- or
1,500-calorie day.

That way, you still get to have all the
taste pleasure involved.

Yes, it's smart if vou don't mind hav-
ing a little portion of everything. Have
one plate of food, and don't go back for
seconds. Drink a ton of water before the
meal so you're full already. That's about
the best advice. Otherwise, I say just en-

joy it and diet a couple of days before

So, besides keeping busy with the
Christmas album and cooking and every-
thing else, what's coming up for you?
Oh boy, I just got back from Nashville
I was part of a show for the CMT chan-
nel called Gone Country. It was the best
experience of my life—just absolutely
the most fun, and the most challenging.
There were a lot of issues in my face, like
aleohol. T was watching certain people’s
behavior and I saw a lot of myself.

The best news is that | wrote a song
with two of the top country writers in
Nashville. I didn’t win, but I came close.
But I'm really happy with the song that
I wrote, and 1 got to meet some great
people. We had a performance at the
Wild Horse Saloon, and there were al-
most 500 record executives there. It was
the largest gathering of record-executive
people in history.

The show is going to be huge. Tt's like
Anna Nicole meets The Simpsons. It's

just wackadoo and great. It was spear-

headed by John Rich from Big & Rich.
I just loved the whole thing. I lived in a
house with Maureen McCormick, Bobby
Brown, Dee Snider. It was a blast!
We're actually going to buy a house
in Nashville. We love it there so much.

We will definitely be tuning in to that.
I'm glad we're talking about this, —
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because | read recently that one of the
members of Big & Rich made a comment
about gay marriage. [In an October 2007
interview with The Tennessean, Big &
Rich's John Rich said, “l think if you legalize
lgay marriage], you've got to legalize some
other things that are pretty unsavory. You
can call me a radical, but how can you tell an
aunt that she can't marry her nephew if they
are really in love and sharing the bills? How
can you tell them they can't get married,
but something else that's unnatural can
happen?” Rich later retracted his remarks,
pointing to his Christian upbringing as the
reason for his earlier statement.]

Are you serious? 1 didn't know that! Ooh,
that sucks!

Yeah, it does.

That sucks! That's not cool. That makes me
feel sick to my tummy. I'm glad | didn’t know
this when I was there, because 1 definitely
would have talked to this guy. That sucks!

Yes, well, what with OutSmart being a gay
magazine, we especially thought it sucked
pretty hard. What do you think—is it a
country thing? Is it a Nashville thing, saying
something like that?

Oh, I don't know. It's probably his upbringing
or just a mindset. Who knows? I can’t speak
for anvone that would say something like
that. [ just know, for me, that my mind and
heart is so open to love. Whoever somebody
wants to be with, or whatever they want to
do in their life as long as that person is true
to their heart and is happy, I believe in it.
[Unless it's a killer or a murderer.

I mean, how can you, how can you—?
['ve never understood prejudice against gay
people, fat people, white, black, vellow—any-
thing. I don't get it! It's just not part of my
chemical makeup.

Well, thank you for that.

Well, it's the truth! I think also it's your up-
bringing and who you're with your whole life
and what vou're exposed to. A lot of people
are just scared of something. They can't open
their minds.

You know, if you look outside, you see a
million different-color trees. Why would you
alienate one color tree? It doesn't calculate
in my brain. I'm on my street in front of my
house, and I'm looking at all the trees. There
are pointy ones that are tall and dark green.
There'’s a palm tree. There's a weeping wil-
low. There’s a pine tree. [Laughs] You could
really get into that analogy, you know, but
it’s just true!

My best friend in the whole world is gay.
She’s a hardeore lesbian! [Laughs] 1 love her

s0 much, she’s my heart and my soul. I've
been through so much with her.

I don't know—I just love people. 'm a
people person.

That's obvious. Well, thank you so much
for your candor. | think it is something our
readers will be very, very happy to learn.
Oh yeah! I mean, oh god, I wish [ was a gay
man! Jesus Christ!

[Laughs] Why is that?

Because I love dick! I love men! I think I'm a
straight woman, I'm a gay woman, and I'm
a gay man, all in one!

The best of all worlds, Carnie. The best of
all worlds.
[Still laughing] 1 know!

Well, do you have anything to add to this
lovely conversation?

No, just Merry Christmas. And everybody
be safe.

Naney Ford interviewed Judy Collins for

OutSmart’s November issue,

ou might call Carmie Wilson's newest album,

Christmas with Carnig, a family affair.

Her husband, Rob Bonfiglio, penned one of
the selections, "Warm, Lovin' Christmastime,” in
addition 1o providing background voeals on the
peppy, seasonal tune. That's her not-quite-two-
year-old daughter, Lola Sofia, voicing “Merry
Christmas, everybody!” at the tail end of “The
Christmas Song." And three of the tunes on the
CO are re-do's from The Beach Boys Christmas
Album (1964).

“I grew up with my dad's version of 'Blue
Christmas' and ‘White Christmas,™ Carnie says.
“And when | was looking for the songs, the ballads
really got me. ‘I'll Be Home for Christmas’ is just a
Killer! 1 just knew that that was one | had to do.”

Bravely opening with "Merry Christmas,
Darling,” the tune made famous by the pitch-
perfect Karen Carpenter, this selection of pleasant
Christmas favorites is sure to make your Yuletide
gay—or, at leasl, gayer.

Big 3 Records (www.big3records.com).

—N.F
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Suggestions for seasonal tunes,
some with queer spice
by Gregg Shapiro

Have you ever been to a holiday party where the
music was so lame you wanted to run scream-
ing from the room? Did you ever wish
that you could load up your iPod with
the eoolest new holiday tunes and share
them with your hosts and the other party
guests? Here are a few suggestions for
holiday music, most with queer spice, for
a variety of tastes;

*(Christmas) Baby Please Come
Home,” Darlene Love's early 1960s holi-
day hit, remains the cornerstone for all
rock-and-roll carols that followed. The
combination of Love's stunning vocals
and stellar production by the
currently not-convicted Phil
Spector are simply hard to beat.
Love, who turns 70 next vear, is
still in good voice on her new CD,
It's Christmas, Of Course (Shout!
Factory). Some 40 years have
passed since she recorded “(Christ-
mas) Baby Please Come Home,”
and there is a considerable pool of
more recent material from which to
choose, Among her best choices on
the album are her interpretations of
Tom Petty's “Christmas All Over Again,” NRBQ's
“Christmas Wish,” James Brown's “Santa Claus
Go Straight to the Ghetto,” the Pretenders'“2000
Miles,” Billy Squier’s “Christmas I3 the Time fo
Say ‘T Love You,”™ and John Lennon and Yoko
Ono’s “Happy Xmas (War Is Over)," featuring
guest voeals by Cissy Houston. A new track,
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Veeomen 1up gpae “Night of Peace,” was co-written by
frequent Cyndi Lauper collaborator
Jan Pulsford.

Speaking of the Lennon/Ono
classic, which has become a holi-
day staple, Celine Dion includes a
cover versian of “Happy Xmas (War

Is Over)” on the expanded reissue of

These Are Special Times (Columbia/

CMV/Legacy). The remastered 16-

track CD showcases Dion’s trademark

belting on traditional selections as well as
other newer tunes including “Feliz
Navidad,” “Blue Christmas,” and
a couple by a pair of nice Jewish
girls—"The Prayer,” co-written by

Carole Bayer Sager, and the title tune
by Diane Warren. Dion's 1998 CBES

special of the same name can be found in
its entirety on the previously unreleased

bonus DVD and features a surprising “Do
You Hear What I Hear?” duet between Dion
and Rosie O'Donnell.

Like Celine Dion, Alvin & The Chipmunks
also made an impact on TV. In the early 1960s,
following the suceess of a novelty hit in which
sped-up vocals resulted in a charming (to
some) high-pitched sound, Alvin, Theodore,
and Simon, and their long-suffering manager
Dave became cartoon characters. As you might
expect, Christmas with the Chipmunks (Capitol)
includes the holiday hit *The Chipmunk Seng
(Christmas Dont Be Late).” The release also
expands on the Chipmunks’ holiday legend —

Holiday Love: “Darlene
Love's thunderbolt voice
is as embedded in the
history of rock-and-roll

as Eric Clapton's guitar

or Bob Dylan's lyrics
according to the New York
Times. Now Love brings
that vocal gift to her first
holiday CD, It's Christmas,
Of Course. On December
24, Love makes her 22nd
consecutive Christmas
Eve appearance on The
David Letterman Show on
CBS (KHOU Channel 11
in Houston). Love is the
talk-show host's favorite
Christmas performer, he
has remarked. If you are
spending the Yuletide
season in New York, check
out Love's annual Christ-
mas concert on December
17 at Lincoln Center. * In
addition to the musical
gift suggestions on these
pages, you will find even
more ideas on page 88.

OutSmart DECEMBER 2007 45



, II}_‘av_q Koz

with the Zliid]‘llill of a 1968 collabo-
ration between the Chipmunks and
Canned Heat (yes, you read that right)
on a Christmas boogie number.

On the compilation Memories of
a Winter’s Night (Capitol), his third
holiday CD, openly gay smooth jazz
saxophonist (and nice Jewish boy) Dave
Koz puts a brassy shine on an array
of festive favorites, including “Deck
“Winter Wonderland,” and
“0 Tannenbaum.”

the Halls,"
Special guests join
in, including Brenda Russell on Leon
Russell's “Boogie Woogie Santa Claus,”
American Idol’s Kimberley Locke on
“Please Come Home for Christmas,”
and recent concert tour-mate Kelly
Sweet on “White Christmas.” Koz also
includes the original title track with
the parenthetical phrase “A Song for
Hanukkah.”

How can you not love a Christmas

music compilation that kicks off with Elton
John's “Step Into Christmas” and follows
that with the Dolly Parton medley of “Winter
Wonderland/Sleigh Ride™ Such is the case
with Christmas #1s (Hip-0),
leetion that also includes Brenda Lee and

a 17-track col-
Burl Ives, Gene Autry and the Jackson 5,
and much more merriment.

Clean-cut piano man Jim Brickman
returns with another CD of Christmas

music, Homecoming (SLG). More than half

the tracks are Brickman’s arrangements
of traditional compositions. The remaining
tracks are originals, including “My Angel
(Christmas),” featuring vocals by the late
rhythm-and-blues crooner Gerald Levert.
The song “I'm Coming Home for Christmas”

appears on both Brickman’s CD and on If

Every Day Could Be Christmas (Loremoma),
the solo debut from Lubbock-born Richie
McDonald, former lead singer of the country
band Lonestar.

Evangelical emo band Relient K shows
remarkable restraint and respect on the —

IN THE TUNEFUL SPIRIT

or me, the holidays haven't begun until |
hear Mariah Garey warhle "All | Want For

8!

Christmas Is You"
Yep, I'm gay. We
wanted to know
what a few musically
inclined people in the
community liked in
their haliday music:
So we asked them,
What sang makes
the season bright for you? —Tim Brookover

L_‘)T1
: L(

1D Doyle (producer/host of the Queer Music
Heritage segment on KPFT Queer Voices)
“Jimmy James, as Bette Davis, 'Feliz Navi-
dad,' on Have Yourself a Merry Jimmy James
Christmas. Note for out-of-key note, this song
probably gives me the most smiles each year..
It's pure Christmas camp!”

Melissa Murry (entertainer and co-chair of
the transgender Community Advisory Board)
“Silver Bells’ by Bing Crosby. It just sums up the
whole Christmas spirit for me...busy sidewalks,
people laughing, soon it will be Christmas
day—all that good stuff!”

Madalyn Sklar (founder of GoGirlsMusic.com, the
independent onling source for independent musicians)
"My favorite Christmas song would be from An-
nette Warner, our editor at the GoGirlsMusic.com
website. She is based in Wilmington, North Caro
lina. Her song is ‘Ole Ms. Kringle! You can take a
listen at http:f /www.myspace.com/annettewamer.
It’s guaranteed to put a smile on your face”’
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Cindy Pruitt (member of the band Fluff the Kat)
“l am a Beatles freak,
and the holidays aren't
happening until | play the

'-): w‘-l. b 'a’ GO0 ._'(rrms.’ J_rhe BEATMAS!

by The Danish Beatles
!! '*l lL' rl.'

THE HEATMAS

tribute band, Rubber
Band. My favorite tune
is ‘White Christmas,’ set
to the Beatles melody
Ticket to Ride! But all the tunes are fun, The CD is
hard to find, but a real treat for Beatles fans and a
very cool change from the usual holiday fare!”

Jack Varsi (DutSmart entertainment writer)

“0f the countless ver-
sions of ‘Sleigh Ride,’ my
favonte has always been
the Ronettes' version,
originally released as
part of Phil Spector’s A
Christmas Gift for You,
first released in 1963.
That legendary Christmas
album came out within days of the John F. Kennedy
assassination. | don't know if there's a connection.”

Abel Rodriguez (co-founder and executive direc-
tor af Gay and Leshian Latin Organization [GALLO])
“One of my Christmas favorites is ‘Christmas to Christ-
mas,’ the Jay Perez version originally done by Toby
Keith. Jay has that unmistakable voice that says Merry
Christmas, mi amor. Second would be the ‘Carol of the
Bells' by none other than Mr. Raul DiBlasio, the Piano
of the Americas. If you want the Latin flavor in your
Christmas, try a little Raul in your holiday.”

Darrin Brindle (Houston-based music producer)
“For me, it wouldn't be Christmas without hearing
these two songs! Dean Martin's ‘Let It Snow! Let
It Snow! Let It Snow!' and Brenda Lee's ‘Rockin’
Around the Christmas Tree,’ both from Now That's
What | Call Christmas!'

DI Rocky B (named Favarite Female DJ in the
OutSmart 2007 Gayest & Greatest reader poll)
“Let It Snow," by Boys Il Men from the album
Christmas Interpretations!

Alan Lett (performer and music producer)

“My favorite Christmas song is ‘Let All Mortal
Flesh Keep Silence! It's an old hymn that we used
to sing in church and not only do | love the words,
the haunting melody takes me to a place where |
really understand what Christmas is about”

Gregg Shapiro (OutSmart music writer)
“The Truth About
Christmas,' written by
David Friedman, as
sung by Lea Delaria
on Winter Moon: A
Celebration of Gay
and Lesbian Singers
and Sengwriters...and
Friends!'

Find CO information at www.outsmartmagazine.com.

ON THE WEB: Read mare recommendations at
www.outsmartmagazine.com. Then tell us your
favarite. Click on the link at the end of the article
and send us a note.

Fhursday e

past 120 mo
| journe;
hat include B
Michael, Cindy

Urban | Video| Lounge

2306-08 Genesee Street | 713.521.0123
meteorhouston.com | myspace.com/meteorhouston

“When you n.IE. j'ust

Murphb

CUSTOM CLOSETS
MURPHY BEDS
GARAGE STORAGE
HOME OFFICE
CUSTOM PANTRIES

www.SpaceManager.com

713.688.8808 M
e/
Free In-Home ‘f/ﬂd % v

Design Consultation
Visit our Showroom at 3556 West TC Jester

Buy MACK WARRANTY PROTECTION

MH_HL[ONAIFE

Wednesdays

\\nmun 8 i|.||_lp\ Hour \Incr

h.u d will be held every \\u

ends back on the | Wednesday
nonth as they host their
il Women's Happy Hour between
the hours of & pm and 10 pm

for your NEW Computer, HDTV, Camera
and More at www.TapeWorksTexas.com

(Even If you purchased it somewhere else!)

ON SALE

NEW 70" 1080i )NC Rear
Projection HOTV

Part No, HDT0FGA7

WAS:  $3,900.00
NOW: $2,095.00

56" HOTV HDSBFN/FHS7'S Discounted $600.00

[Several availabla)

46" Flat Panel LCD $2.851.00

B4 1B 146 x 20 12 (Wabad

[Other IVC Models Availabde )

113-688-0696

Equipment, Tope, The Works!"

4930-B Dacoma Houston, Texas 77092
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HANUKKAH MIRACLE

Sandru Bernhard gets unexpect-
edly serious for the holidays with
“Miracle of Lights,” a track on the
compilation GO Breaking far the Holi-
days. Written by Bernhard T
and Mitch Kaplan, her
longtime musical director/
pianist, the song is a plea
for peace in a conflict-torn
corner of the globe.

“| wanted to do some-
thing that was in keeping
with Hanukkah, but | didn’t want to
do samething schmaltzy and silly,”
the actress, comic, and performer
told the CBS entertainment program
The Shawbuzz. “So | thought, What
would | really like to achieve through
the holiday message? And that was to
put out a word to the Middle East between the Palestinians and the Israelis and say, ‘Who's ganna like step back,
who's gonna like make the first move towards relinquishing all of this ego and this stress and tension and hatred?'

“You look at the Israelis, you look at the Palestinians, and, first of all, so many of them look exactly alike. |
mean, we are cousins. It's such a fine line between our culture and our history. It just seems a waste that we
can't mend that gap.’'

Bemhard's new song is one selection on the GD from the gay-owned music company Breaking Records.
Breaking for the Holidays was quietly released at the very end of 2008, but the independent label, which relies
on consumer buzz, is rolling out its first holiday product again. "It was a very soft release because we didn't have
the set-up time we needed,” Breaking Records vice president Sherrie Fell explained to OutSmart. “We're sort of
considering it a 2007 release, and people seem to be just discovering it. Since we're indie, our marketing has been
very word-of-mouth.’

J0 Dayle included Bernhard’s new song in his holiday-edition Queer Music Heritage program in 2006. You can
check out video of Bemhard performing “Miracle of Lights" on the New Yark CW 11 moming program on YouTube
(enter Bernhard'’s name and Miracle of Lights in the search field at the home page, www.youtube.com).

In preparing to record "Miracle of Lights,” Breaking Records asked Iranian superstar singer Sussan Deyhim
to provide additional vocals. Deyhim's haunting chant underscores the lyrics and deepens the mystical air of the
song. “Sandra’s idea was to make this song a song of peace,” Fell says. "And due to our troubled times in the
Middle East, she had us seek out a Middle Eastern female singer to be a part of this song.’

More info: www.breakingrecords.com

This month, Bernhard is touring the United Kingdom in support of her decidedly non-seasonal comedy release,
Everything Bad & Beautiful (also on Breaking Records.) “For years Sandra Bernhard has scandalised America with
her hisexuality and savage wit. And she's not letting up on her latest tour,” The Independent of London reported
last month, And that's a holiday gift for us all,

HOLIDAYS ON AIR

E very December, JD Doyle’s Queer Music Heritage segment on the

Queer Voices radio show is one of the highlights of the season. Doyle,
the renowned GLBT music historian and enthusiast who lives in Hous-
ton, once again promises “Christmas music you won't be sick of by then”

queer carols you would never hear during the Sunny 99.1 holiday-music
marathon, These included mmria.t Bernhard's Hanukkah song “Miracle
of Lights," “Frosty the Snowman” performed by the delightfully twisted
cabaret act Kiki & Herb, two songs from Roger Kuhn's Happy Holidays
EP (pictured), and the Pansy Division track “Homo Christmas.” Doyle promises similar tasty
Yuletide treats for his 2007 shows,

The Queer Music Heritage holiday show will air on Monday, December 24, at 9 p.m. on KPFT
90.1FM. Doyle generally offers special Internet-only content (which includes saucy holiday fare
not suitable for the public airwaves) at his website, www.queermusicheritage org,

[

for his annual extravaganza. In 2006, the three hour-long shows included

Humming Holidays

continued from page 46

recognizable holiday tunes
they reinterpret on Let It
Snow Baby.. Let It Retndeer
(Capitol), including “Have
Yourself a Merry Little
Christmas,” “Sleigh Ride,”
and *12 Days of Christmas.”
Of course, they save their
musical ministry work for
originalg such as “Merry
Christmas, Here's to Many
More” and “In Like a Lion
(Always Winter).”

Modern country diva
Mindy Smith has recorded
an album of originals and
covers, My Holiday (Van-
guard). On it she adds her
own distinctive touch to
familiar numbers such as
“The Christmas Song,” “Sil-
ver Bells,” “I'll Be Home
For Christmas,” “Away in
a Manger” (with harmony
vocals by Alison Krauss),
and “What Are You Doing
New Year’s Eve?” Her own
Christmas compositions,
including the gorgeous
“Santa Will Find You,” the
bluegrass ballad “Follow

the Shepherd Home,” and
the rocking “Come Around,”
are welcome additions to
the ever-growing canon of
Christmas music.

And what's holiday
cheer without a little,
you know, holiday cheer?
Promising “yuletide cheer
throughout the vear” is the
Ultra Lounge compilation
Best of Christmas Cock-
tails (Capitol). Break out
the martini shaker, kick
off your shoes, and dance
into the wee small hours
to chilled numbers such as
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer Mambo™” by Billy
May, “Happy Holiday™ by
Peggy Lee, “The Merriest”
by June Christy, “Jing-A
Ling” by The Starlighters,”
and “(Everybody’'s Wait-
ing for) the Man with the
Bag” by Kay Starr. Holiday

ctheers!

Grega Shapiro interviews The
Cliks, performing in Houston
on December 15, on page 86

S NAKE b|L,Ir“ A
YOUR PART-YA

V¥ HEADCSILJAF?TEF%S
ALL NEW YEAR'S

WEEKENB®Y,

BOOK OUR UPSTAIRS LOUNGE FOR

YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES! rf

CELEBRATING NEW YEAR'S
ALL WEEKEND LONG!

enient. P
| Pool Table | Outdoor Smaoki

Psychic Fair 3rd Weekend Every Month

2727 Fondren, Suite 5M, Houston, TX 77063
(713) 780-9995
www.MetaphysicalMatrix.com
We're at the southeast comer of Westheimer & Fomdren, behind Starbucks.
We offer a Book Club, Women's Circle, Healing Drummings, Speakers and Classes

* Crystal Skulls - Sage & Herbs - Kabbalah Tools
* Original Artwork - Incense « Unusual Gift Baskets

* Books * Jewelry * Hand Woven Fabric Art
* Minerals * Dowsing Rods -« Prayer Feathers

+ Gemstones + Pendulums * Essential Qils

+ Tibetan Bowls * Candles * Flower Essences

* Salt Lamps * Raku Pottery - Feng Shui Tools
All the Good Sf.u_ff

A percentage of every sale is donated to the local No-Kill animal shelters.

g | 21+ [Thu 18+]
g Patios

Nee Somet mg‘f«
W-in Your-=

HIT&UEIISHI

Bn.par.."n'.
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Share the Wealth

In the true spirit of the holidays, you can help
others when you give presents this season.
Here are just a few of our favorite ideas
by Nancy Ford

he Birthday Boy himself said it is more blessed

to give than to receive. Accordingly, at each year’s

end we all are driven to give our loved ones gifts

that they will treasure and remember for years to

come and that will, we hope, even make a posi-

tive difference in their lives. It's unlikely that a

It Takes Ten Thousand Villages

It began when Edna Ruth
Byler, a Mennonite missionary
to Puerto Rico, returned home
to Canada with handcrafted
items made by impoverished
residents of the island to sell
to friends and neighbors. Byler
thought the items might make
unusual gifts while simultane-
ously providing a means of
income to the villagers

That was in 1946, All these
vears and many global crises
later, Byler's idea has grown into
Ten Thousand Villages, a retailer
desigmed to benefit artists rather
than maximize profits, The
company promotes free trade
through a network of more than
270 organizations m 60 coun-
tries, not only improving the
livelihoods of these artisans but
also promoting a sense of justice.
You can't get that at Wal-Mart

These Ten Thousand Vil-
lages gifts suggested here are
available online and at the
Houston outlet of Ten Thou-
sand Villages, located at 2424
Rice Blvd. in Rice Village. The
Rice Village store also hosts
special events nights from
which proceeds are donated to
loeal charitable organizations,
which have recently included
Bering Omega Community
Services. Details: 713/5633-1000
o www.villageshouston.org

50 DECEMBER 2007  OutSmart

N
Holiday Light

Inspired by the voluptuous
swirls of Viennese artist
Gustav Klimpt, the Klimpt
Candleholder is hand-painted
with gold and silver decoration.
The 8-inch high wooden holder
is made by an artisan group

in Indonesia, APIKRI (the
Indonesian People's Handicraft
Foundation). $24

quick dash into the local 24-hour drug store on the way
to the gift exchange for a pre-wrapped scented candle
would fulfill those lofty ambitions.

With that in mind, we offer our annual Share the
Wealth ideas, with suggestions that will not only make
good gifts, but will also make you feel good about gifting.

Star Bright
The Ten Thousand Villages
holiday collection for 2007
shimmers with silver and gold
treasures. This 5-inch star
ornament is hand-beaded and
stuffed by a skilled woman’s
artisan group in India. 58

Scarf This Up

It takes a special breed of
Himalayan goats to provide
the material for pashminas,
like this striking wool-and-silk
scarf. Weaving pashminas is a
traditional art that originated
in Nepal, and this scarf pro-

duced by Bana Hastakala stays
true to that tradition. Sana
Hastakala represents approxi-
mately 1,000 artisans, most

of whom are women, ensuring
fair wages and marketing as-
sistance, $64

Care for Kids
The effect of AIDS on the
African continent and other
impoverished regions is well
known, AIDS will orphan more
than 25 million children under
the age of 15 by 2010, accord-
ing to UNICEF calculations.
For less than the cost of
three top-shelf marti-
nis, you can arrange
for a child who has lost
his parents to AIDS to
receive nutritious meals for
a full month, compliments of
the Mennonite Central Com-
mittee. $19.

Barnyard Bliss

Stuffing a cow, a goat, a pig,

a sheep, and 18 rabbits into

a stocking and hanging it on
the mantle of an impoverished
family would prove a challenge.
But the gift of livestock ensures
sustainable nourishment for
struggling communities around
the world, providing low-cost
food for hungry families, as
well as a source of income ta
build safe housing or send
children to school. $330. -+

"~ Merry
§ristmas:

Celebrate the Season!
Holiday Concert

Partnering with the Houston Pride Band
Sunday, December 9, 7:00 pm

“Favorite Place

to Worship!” 3 3
Candlelight Communion

Christmas Eve Services
Monday, December 24
8:00 & 10:00 pm

QutSmart Readers’
Choice Awards 2007

Chl re

2025W. 11th St ' 861991491e) e rraciioniACC.ory

o

SMART REPRESENTATION...

A LAWYER WHO PUTS
HER CLIENTS FIRST

Angelina M. Zinn
Attorney At Law

LOCATION. LOCATION. LOCATION.

PRACTICE INCLUDES:
Family Law
Wills & Probate
Trusts & Estates
Landlord & Tenant
Criminal Law

What makes Hyatt Regency Houston great? Perhaps it's our
lecation in the centar of downtown. Or it could be our state-of-
the-art amanities. And, of course, it could be that we provide aur
guests with excellent service, Whether you're planning a business
meeting or a weekend getaway, we hope you chodse a hotel that
is a5 distingtive as you are. Faal the Hyatt Touch” For reservations,
call 713 654 1234 or visit houston, hyatt.com.

= 2129 Albans * Houston, TX 77005

REASONABLE 713.669.0905

zinnangelina@sbcglobal.net

LtElMES
WO U s Teo "
Th WL CIPATIY 08 DCFATISTEIN

RATES
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Share th! Wﬂlth continued from page &0
Why SPRY?

Bette Davis was right: “Old age is no place
for sissies.”

Declining health, impeded mobility,
limited income, depression, depression,
depression. All are issues facing Americans
of the Baby Boomer generation who are
now entering Social Security age.

According to the recently released Na-
tional Gay & Lesbian Task Force Report on
Aging, an estimated 3 million gay, leshian,
bisexual, and transgender elders are cur-
rently living in the United States. By 2030,
that number will nearly double

Fortunately for GLBT Houstonians who
are at least 60 years old, there is Seniors
Preparing for Rainbow Years, a collabora-
tive program of the Montrose Counseling
Center and Legacy Community Health
Services. Better known by its apt acronym,
the SPRY program is dedicated to “shin-
ing the light into the lives of GLBT seniors
for them to be ahle to experience prideful,
bold, and bright rainbow years."

Offering individual support groups for
men and women, as well as a co-ed group,
SPRY outreach workers also provide valu-
able information to health-care provid-
ers ahout the sometimes-special needs
of GLBT seniors and educate retirement

Jeff Vannice, PhD

Psychologist

Practicing
since 1990
e
Gay/Lesbian Issues
Children/Adalescents/Adults
Parenting Issues
Spirituality
Individuals/Couples/Families
—e
1415 N. Loop West, #780

Houston, TX 77008
(Between Shepherd and Ello on the N, Loop)

713-426-4455
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communities and assisted-living facilities
about the likely GLBT seniors in their
populations,

But, like everything else of value,
maintaining SPRY costs money. Seniors
are not charged any out-of-pocket expense
to participate in this program, which is
largely funded by a grant from the federal
government. “We're trying to look for ways
to kee P the hearts of these programs
going,” SPRY program director Chris
Kerr says. P

The group
readily welcomes
donations made
to the counsel-
ing center in
SPRY's name.,
Just designate .
your contribution 8 3
be earmarked :
to SPRY, and your gift will help Fund peer
support, counseling, case management,
and psychiatry for SPRY clients.

Details: 713/529-0037 * www.montrose
counselingcenter.org

Healing Arts

This holiday season, StubDog Events, the
Houston-based provider of last-minute
tickets to select area performances and
attractions, is partnering with Children's

We invite you join us during our
100" Anniversary year Celebration!

Al Sainls Catholic Church

A Century of Faith & Service

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 5:30 p.m
Sunday 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. in English,
12:30 p.m, in Spanish
Weekdays: Tuesday — Friday 8:00 a.m,

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Thursday 8:30 a.m.- 12:00 midnight

RECONCILIATION/CONFESSION
Saturday 4:30 p.m. or by appointment

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ADULTS

Baptism, First Holy Communion, & Confirmation
call the Parish Office

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

215 East 10" Street * Houston, Texas 77008

Pastor: Msgr. Adam S, McClosky
Parish Office: 713 864 2653 Fax 713 864-0761

www.allsaints.ws

In the Historical Houston Heights”™

Cancer Center to raise money for young
artist patients.
Between December 5 and 12, StubDog

is donating 100 percent ol its profits to the

center’s Arts in Medicine program. The
program provides enjoyable, educational,
and artistic opportunities to patients and
their families while the children are in
the hospital, affiliated with both Texas
Children's Hospital and Baylor College of
Medicine. Works by these youthful talents

Healing Arts children's painting

include Ocean Scene (above), a painting on
Styrofoam. You can view additional ere-
ations from the Arts in Medicine program
at the StubDog website.

Founded last year, StubDog includes
philanthropy in its business plan—even at
times other than the holidays. A portion of
every ticket sold on StubDog.com benefits
community organizations

Details: www.stubdog.com *
B66/573-0454.

Byron K. Menard D.C.

18 years experience

Do you have prolonged pain?
Headaches?

Neck/Back Pain?

Auto Accident?

Work Related Injury?

Call for an
appointment 3

today!

“Now Proudly Serving the
GLBT Community in the
Montrase!”

Menard Chiropractic
8400 Montrose, Suite 550 Houston, Texas 77006

3:526.5959
ghardde @yahoo.com
enarddc.com

NOW IS THE TIME TO
BUY OR SELL!

“I offer good
old fashioned
quality
service

using
innovative
real estate”

services.”

Gordon Goss g
CENTURY 21 lxm]rv ‘mhwmn

8118 Park Place, # 300 » Houston, TX 77017

F13-829-2302 . » tax 713-644-2207

gondon goss@osptury2lcom

Make a change
for the Holidays...
we did!

.
\

The Roman Hair Studio
Frank Teeter

Ted Johnston
& Assoclates

2602 Whitney - 713-522-8576

HAWKIHS LAAKSO GROUP

George Hawkins
Managing Partner

Tel. (713} 402-6425 ‘

Chris Laakso
Managing Pariner
Tel. (713) 402-6406

george.hawkins @ axa-advisaors.com chris.laakso @ axa-advisors.com

777 Post Oak Boulevard, Suite 450
Houston, TX 77056

Fax (713) 583-2888
www.hl-grp.com

* 401(k) * Annuities * Mutual Funds

* Life Insurance » Asset Allocation

—_ Bt Lifr Confideas
George Hawkings and Chris Laakso offer securities through AXA Advisors, LLC (NY, NY
212-314-4600), member FINRA, SIPC. Annuity and insurance products offered through AXA
Network, LLC and its subsidiaries. Hawkins Laakso Group is not owned or operated by AXA
Advisars or AXA Network, GE-35777(co)(DBA} (5/06)

wgmmmm

FreaHaas)
TOYOTA'WORILD

NEW 2008 HIGHLANDER
NOW IN STOCK
(Hybrld Avail.nble}

I-45 Nérth-at Louetta

e Just 2 Miles North of 1960
800 NEW-TOYOTA or 281-297-7000

i« FredHaasToyota.com
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Shan th! WGilth continued from page 52

Jewelry to Live By

The holidays are traditionally a time of
joyous celebration with family and friends.

But for those whose loved ones are no
longer here to share that joy. the season
can become a difficult time.

Dennis and Judy Shepard, whose son
Matthew's death in 1998 shed unprec-

edented light on the horror of hate erimes,

have found a new, constructive way to
cope with their grief during the holidays.
They are encouraging shoppers to buy
the Erase Hate pendant created in their
son’s memory and honor, It is an attrac-
tive titanium circle that swings from an
adjustable leather cord necklace and is
stamped with the message “Understand-
ing. Compassion. Acceptance.” Even more
attractive is the fact that 100 percent of
net proceeds from the necklace sales sup-
port the Matthew Shepard Foundation.
“Wearing the Erase Hate pendant is a
great way for people to express how they
feel and promote the values of under-
standing, compassion, and acceptance
that were so important to Matthew,” says
Judy Shepard, who is executive director
of the foundation. Prominent celebrities,
including Cyndi Lauper, Peter Paige, TR

r e ISR e e g e i e e

True Hilarity

Do you believe in “America’s true values of
openness, fairness, and compassion” and
“participating in an effective government is
the best way to be mutually responsible for
our community”?

So does TrueMajority.com. In fact that’s
their statement of purpose. If you indeed
do subseribe to True Majority’s values,
click on to their website, There you will
find an array of visual and virtuous bling
that addresses issues like global warming
{with TM’s glow-in-the-dark earth ball),
fuzzy math (with TM’s car and refrigera-
tor magnets illuminating how a full half of
our country’s federal budget is designated
Tomlin at the Matthew to support war and weaponry), and voter

Shepard Foundation Honors fraud (with TM's “The Computer Ate My
in Los Angeles in October. Viote

e” hopping toy).
Inser: the Erase Hate pendant Ben Cohen of Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream

fame started TrueMajority to moni-
tor federal accountability based on the
principles of peace, justice, and sustain-
ability. Its members number at 500,000,
making the online group a powerful
force in the capital. When you sign up,
the group sends out a short e-mail alert
that explains the situation, so you can
voice your opinion to the powers that be
without ever having to leave the comfort
of vour own mouse.

Details: www.truemajority.com, —

".' Judy Shepard (r) and Lily

4
m
g
&
¥

Knight, and Judith Light have already
heen spotted wearing the pendants.

Udi Behr, creative director of Love &
Pride, the first high-end jewelry collection
created for the GLBT market, designed the
Erase Hate pendant. His goal is to sell one
million in five years, generating significant
funding to help the Shepards promote their
message through education, outreach, and
advocacy. $59. Details: www.loveandpride.
com * www.mathewshepard.org.

Don’t

MONTROSE -
COUNSELING Lféaf!‘

CENTER

Community Health Services

let your RAINBOW turn BLUE
during the holidays!

SPRY

Seniors Preparing for Rainbow Years

* Peer Support Groups

* Counseling/Psychiatry

* Needs Assessment

* No Out of Pocket Expenses

713.529.0037

The SPRY Program is funded by SAMHSA.

Culturally affirming, quality and affordable services.

401 Branard Street * 2nd Floor United -
Way 4

Houston_ Texas 77006-5015
Ww \’-;.lm:1l1r'u.~-'m;nuI‘N.'I|ng‘.‘t.'rm.'l'.nr:_J schee oy ol Comaths Hositon

Seasoned
Gr'eetings!

There's no place like Tila's for the holidays!

Whether you're visiting from out of town or entertaining
family and friends, come share this special time of the year
with great food, best wishes and good cheer!

I'11S. Shepherd on the curve + 713.522.7654 * tilas.com

“I want to sell my home
without the hassle!l"

|l understand.

W 713.528.4963
3713 528.1800

enhaver@remax.net
openhaver

WMPX METRO
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i the ingredients for a special holiday meal. ¢
[ Share the Wealth CUEERERES § B For More Than the Birds

To raise the $45.000 to $50,000 required
to purchase all the gift cards needed, and

AL!IH?HUIldﬂ? Hglp to maintain other programs that serve
people living with AIDS, PWA-Holiday
Twice a year, at Thanksgiving and Easter, Charities presents two major annual
PWA-Holiday Charities donates a supply benefit events, a Valentine's show in Feb-
of Kroger gift cards to AIDS Foundation ruary and a Halloween show in October,

smm  and other fundraisers
throughout the year.
The group, founded by
the late, great Lady
Victoria Lust and a
community mainstay

asian fusion cuiIsIne

since the early years

of the AIDS erigis, also
seeks additional dona-
tions to help it continue
Lady Victoria’s legacy

o of service (“Share the

Kiki Neumann's red-ribbon birdhouse.

Wealth,” December
2004 OutSmart). “We

Kiki Neumann, one of our favorite local
artisans, crafted this fanciful birdhouse,

have a lot of new KRG which will be auctioned during the holiday
bers who have a lot of market at The Artful Corner (3423 White
Several PWA-Holiday Charities members recently presented AIDS Foun- energy and new ideas, Oak, 713/426-4ART). All proceeds from
dation Houston staff with the latest batch of holiday gift cards: (from left) PWA-Holiday Charities the raffle—of Neumann's birdhouse as
Jerry Morales, Sylvester Dove, David Adams, John Szewczyk, Vera John- 3 .00 Tohn Szewe . :
' ' : } ¢ an - DZeWC- 111 as artwork donated by other featured
son of AFH, Gerry Cantu, Daniel White-Brown, and Gary Grier of AFH. HI = e well a ”1.\ ork ¢ pepspg el
zyk says. “The heart is artists—will benefit AIDS Foundation
8 egen lients of its Stone still there and it is as strong as ever.” De- ston. Artful Corner owner Margarete "
I‘I-m ton to pn1 e1 t.t“: ents o e . E ; : l.[uu ton .\.lThl| orner owner Margarete 1511 Shepherd - North of Washington Houston, Texas 77007
Soup Pantry. Each $15 eard enables a tails: www.myspace.com/pwaholidaychari- Sanchez-Ripps also encourages browsers y

client to buy something extra—perhaps ties, pwahc@yahoo.com and shoppers at the December 7-9

seREESERESS TILTIItILIL]
asseesane®
saserEeRr e
SRIBNEERES
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TOPDOWN is for'your clothes!”
The all new BMW

3 Series Convertible

Decorate

Fresh garland, wreaths,
real Christmas trees,
poinsettias and pots of
‘seasonal color to
create natural beauty

indoors and out. Have your Holiday Party in

Join us Decambar 1 our Private Dining Room!
for Holiday Open House ; ;
‘and TUESDAY NIGHTS 10 Come Out and Be Yourself
Heights Mistletoe Madness! 1/2 off Bottles of Wine bvanTaceE BMW | | _ . | at Sterling MeCall Acura
(Under $50.00) MIDTOWN P A | TR S _ 713.596.2300
. . i G = DR L TR Ty D e LW 104555 hwest Fr sH , TX 77074
THURSDAY NIGHTS [“GonuSainly Luomes Hiaiis S Lo ~ Contact: Phillip Richardson, Sj’f N N ovaw SlerlinaMcCallAL ks on
o Q\ By o . 2101 San Jacinto @ Gray i * :pnchw&on@sherﬁonw
1g tnis & teeny DUrgers 713-289-1200 i e - | g

www.advantagebmw.com S e m
3412 West Lamar just off Dunlavy 3000 North Loop West

{ v w30 i : . s - e GreaTer e WA Chamir of camemares
611 E. 11th Street, 713.861.5702 (713) 520-921 @ eSS 0643
www.buchanansplants.com www.dailyreviewcate.com 08T [WWW. shera;mn,eomfhc:ustonbrookhollmv |

General Sales Manager

STERLING McCALL
WACURA
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holiday market to bring new, unwrapped
toys for the Red Ribbon Toy Drive, the annual
holiday program of the AIDS Foundation.

WANTED: Money and Elbow Grease

The following groups have been chosen
as QutSmart’s recommended Share the
Wealth organizations for 2007, based
upon their demonstrated contribution to
Houston’s GLBT community. All of these
groups are worthy of a little extra holiday
cheer.

Perhaps the wealth you wish to share
is more voluntary in nature. All of these
agencies and groups eagerly welcome new
participation.

For more recommendations, review our
previous December-issue Share the Wealth
hists at www.outsmartmagazine.com

Heaith & Wellness
AIDS Coalition of Coastal Texas
« www.aidscoalitionofcoastaltxinc.com
AlDS Fo ation Houston
* www.aidshelp.org
AssistHers

* www.assisthers.org
Bering Omega C

= www.beringomega.org
Center for AIDS

* www.centerforaids.org

munity Services

Houston Area Women's Center
= www.hawc.org
Houston Buyers Club
= www.houstonbuysrsclub.com
Legacy Community Health Services
= wwwi.legacycommunityhealth.org
Lesbian Health Imitiative
= www.lesbianhealthintiative.org
Planned Parenthood of Houston & Southeas! Texas
= www.pphouston.org
F'L-"u"f‘l-.‘-IrJ-'.'dﬁ;g Charities
* pwahc@yahoo.com
Montrose Counseling Center
« www.montrasecounselingcenter.org

Political

Houston Equal Rights Alliance
 WIWWY, '.'!H'}.L]lgl

Houston GLBT Political Caucus
= wiww.hglbtpc.org

Human Rights Campaign Houston
= www.hrchouston.org

Philanthropic Social Groups
Bayou City Boys Club
= www.bcbe.info
Bunnies on the Bayou
* www.bunnies.arg
Colt 45's Houston
= www.coltdbs.org
Empire of the Royal Sovereign Imperial Court of
the Single Star
. WA 85,070
Houston Black T..'—‘. Dinner
= Wiz oSt lfll_?|.l-..l\1=-‘.t]|r"!-.er_-_nlgj

Imperial Court of Houston
* www.spacecityempire.org

Clases en Espanol

7 13-333-5250
WWW . AVALONMASSAGESCHOOL.COM

SCHOOL OF MASSAGE

Gift Certificates Available

Intern Massage 1hr/$35, 1.5hrs/$50
Affordable rates/Financing Available

on

2515 Bartlett
at Kirby

713-622-3063 www.dunbargalleries.com
www.davidpryoradickes.com

Kindred Spirits Reunion Celebration
= www. kindredspintshouston.org
Krewe of Olympus
» www.mardigrastexas.com
lexas Gay Rodeo Association
* www.igra.org

Community & Support
Gay Lesbian Switchboard Houston
= www.gayswitchboardhouston.org
Gay and Lesbian Latin Organization
* www.gallo.org
HATCH
= www.hatchyouth.org
Houston Gay & Lesbian Parents
= www.hglp.org
Houston GLBT Community Center
= www.houstonglbtcommunitycenter.org
Houston Transgender Unity Committee
« www houstontransgenderunity.org
PFLAG Houston
= www.pllaghouston.org
Lambda Gay and Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous
» www.lambdahoustan.org
The Men's Gathering of Houston
* tmghoustontexas@gmail.com
Pride Houston
= www,pridehouston.org

Just Fun
h a,u-r C Aty Performing Arts (Gay Men's Chotus

n and Bayou City Women's Chorus)
« www bayoucityperfarmingarts.org
Houston Pride Band
= www. houstonorideband.org
Team Hi . ]
= www. tes ﬂnhn iston.org @

Dlm bar C-I;a”{-*.rw.ﬁ
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With Friends

Galleria 3 at Sage
and Westheimer

Adjustable Rate Mortgage (ARM) going up & up?

ﬁ Refinance into a fixed
rate now

C

jbending

A Different Kind:of ui-im,f;hgp Company

Specializing in:
Partner Loans

Self-Employed Programs
Home Equity/Cashouts
Refinances

Purchases
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Call
Dawn Reeves

281.830.5969

Apply for your
loan online!

www.diverselending.net

Let my family help your family into a home taday! Call today for a free consultation and credit report

From the people who brought you
the frankfurter and
the pretzel.

Bcon E. Clark

Cilent Advisor

/JMOMENTUM

o memsssmsnsagen.com W O LIKSWAGEN
2405 Richmond Ave
Houston, TX 77098

713-596-3300
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Pastoral contemplation: “I seriously
wonder what God is thinking about be-
ing told that there is something that God
is forbidden to do;” writes Rev. Ralph
Lasher of the ongoing controversy over
the ordination of openly gay clergy.

Debating the

Mind of God

One of the senior clergy in the community provides a unique
pastoral perspective on the ongoing turmoil in the Episcopal
Church, one that resonates in churches, synagogues, mosques,

and other houses of faith across the country

by Rev. Ralph Lasher
Photo by John Conroy

any churches today are
suffering fractures a nd
threatened schisms be-
Cause so rmong their

nuwmk

I &b A
Wrs r'ru'.-!'l"f'-\ that
homosexuality i
and others believe that

."lu'lln'.“-'"\'f:.l"’n'fl-'l.:F'n 15 -'.'-(-'F'.'-'f-lf!'l variant in l'l"-'-'

man sexuality. No doubt with an eye to the

2008 Lambeth Conference, a meeting f.',’.

the world’s Anglican bishops, a volums

essays by nine Cambridge theologians has
been published in the UK. An Acceptable
Sacrifice? Homosexuality and the Church

SPCK Publishing, 2007) has generally

been greeted with kudos, John Habgood,

rArchb .t.hnl.'_r rrj-‘" York, writes in his

nw for the Times Literary Supplement,
*While there are texts which might at first
sight give the claim [of homosexuality as
a stnj some r'}'l'e!'f-lr'l.".l"r.’l'n', it is clear |."'."r|.'.'.
reading them in context that they are not
actually answering the kind f.#," guestions
which today’s protagenists on both sides
want to ask. ... To extract a number of texts
purporting to be about homosexuality, and
to condemn a whole group of people for a

personality trait which is not of their mak-

Lng, may look at _.l'..? r'si '.",-_j-".-. (ke ,?-;'.'.'.-' h .f:'r."-'.'{-.ip:
Lo H‘,‘.’ H‘,J.Ihu",'r(ru'l rext. }lf.! ri |1|'I.':“'\ it 1s not to
treat the Bible sertowsly, through fatling to
take account of its ultimate message about
the sovereignty of love and the process by

which this came to be.”

. these Cam
|"-‘."1|.‘I.'_‘|' I.‘I.'f'll"IIJL,'I.f.I-’.i.‘-\' reasonaoly t.'.f:'l"- Suc-
fully present a case that requires a
thinking person (o con lude that homo
sexuality is not incompatible with Chris-
tian teachings. Nonetheless they are being
criticized in some quarters for not stating
this unequivocally, but rather allowing
readers to draw their own conclusions.
Perhaps the contributors, in their pre-
sentations of fact and logic, failed to take
a hard stance, but Archbishop Emeritus
Desmond Tutu, !\".".l.."f..l'i'_,ah' in the Foreword,
s"i'r':.\' Mo S .-i.' reseruve;

“No. It is not r.l|'|'r'|.'s.f.f.:.‘1.n'p- for us to dis
Crintinais against our brothers and sisters
on the basis of sexual orientation, just as
it was not (.':'r':flr_-.’r:r'w'n' jor discrimination
to exist on the basis of skin colour under
Apartheid.”

At the crux of this struggle of dual

sexuality versus a continuum of sexuality

s hermeneutics, the study and applica-
tion of theories of literary interpretuation
most frequently the Bible). The Bible, it
seems, lihe statistics. ean be made to say
Both right thinkers and wrong

it ;
anyt 8

thinkers strugele with various translations
of contemporary a chaic words, toss
ing out a phrase here and a phrase there,
forcing the text to say whatever will support
thets I.'?a_l.-.'i-.";-J.'..--'.

Most scholars and theologians, both

past and present, would likely find this

exercise quite beside the point. It has
been their contention that the Bible was
never intended to be literally accepted, hut
rather is an engaging blend of literature

story—wisdom stories for teach-
ing values and the inspirational story of
a people’s developing sense of God. In a
1993 interview with the Arizona Daily
Star, Reform Rabbi Joseph Weizenbaum
of Tucson’s Temple Emanu-El stated, “All
books, including the Bible, are written in
a fime lfJ-Jrf:'i' situation. !lnr-nli'r" took the Bible
literally, we would be dropping stones on

bad kids and chopping off arms and legs.

Imagine cooking an animal in your back

vard to J'_l!"i’rf.‘et' God!” —
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2717 Marnsan St - Heights Area - 3B/3.58
New freestanding patio homes wiprivate yards plus
roof decks & downiown views, Warm modem finishes.
wood floors, stone bled baths, balconies,  §490k's

ar

2009 Mason Z2BalZcar
Maodem metal clad townho yard
Stained coner nite
kitchen, 55 app k's

modem designs & finish
hardwoods, open spacas

B03 Marshal
Corner Montrose house wiprofessio
tial, remodeted kitchen wigranite, wrap around porch
hrdwds, flex space/conference, galed. $360k's

- 1100 Richmaond - Men

L. Thomas TH, 2506 sf - $200K's

= 915 Franklin - Bayou Lo studia loft Ik's
- 206 Fargo - Montrose freestanding patio home - $310k's
- 1414 Rosewood - Museum ict Modem TH - §350k's

- Med. Center area Patio home. gated complex, yard - §360k's

visit us on the web for all of our listings
713.298.148]
713.540.537%

Robert Gray
Dana Gray
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Debating the Mind of God

continued from previous page

Setting aside the biblical argument
altogether, Rev. Ralph Lasher of Houston’s
Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church turns
to Episcopal Church doctrine and practice to
provide a unique perspective on the attempts
of some within the Episcopal Church who
seel to outlaw homosexual clergy.

was baptized, confirmed, and or-

dained first as a deacon and later as

a priest in the Episcopal Church. 1
have many fond memories of the Episco-
pal Church, but sometimes wonder about
what appears to be happening in both
the Episcopal Church and in its spiritual
parent, the Anglican Communion. Large
numbers of clergy and laity in both are
seriously pondering legislation, which
in effect would prohibit God from taking
certain specific actions. To those of us who
have been accustomed to thinking of God
as “all powerful” and “omnipotent,” this
legislation appears to be nothing short of
rebellion against God

What are these specific actions God
would be prohibited from taking?

The Book of Commaon Prayer of the Epis-
copal Chureh states that a bishop who is go-
ing to ordain someone as a priest is required
to ask that person, “Do you believe that you
are truly called by God and his Church to
this priesthood?” The candidate for ordina-
tion replies, “1 believe I am so called.” To
me this is a very clear statement that the
Episeopal Church believes that God “ealls”
persons to the ordained priesthood.

The Book of Common Praver also states
that when someone is being ordained as a
bishop, the presiding bishop is required to
ask the bishop elect, “Are you persuaded
that God has called you to the office of
bishop? The bishop-elect replies, “I am
so persuaded.” In a prayer just after the
bishops present have laid their hands on the
head of the bishop-elect, the presiding bishop
prays, “To you, O Father, all hearts are open;
fill, we pray, the heart of this your servant
whom you have chosen to be a Bishop in
your Church, with such love of you and all
the people...." It could not be any clearer that
the Episcopal Church believes that God has
called this person to the office of bishop.

For as long as I've known, the offi-
cial belief in both the Episcopal Church
and the Anglican Communion has been
that God 1s allowed to call persons to be
ordained as deacons, priests, and bishops.
When I was ordained as a deacon and
priest in 1953, both times I stated that [
believed that God had called me to those
positions as an ordained minister, I still

Rev. Gene Robinson, the openly gay priest
whose ordination as bishop of the New Hamp-
shire diocese led to the latest controversy

in the Episcopal denomination, posed at the
national conference of Parents, Family and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays in October with
Sue Null (1), the former Houston resident who
now lives in North Carolina with her husband,
Jim Null. We interviewed the aclivist couple

for our April 2007 issue ("Null Void™) as they
prepared to leave Houston.

believe that God has called me.

[n 2007, many clergy (including
deacons, priests, and bishops) and laity in
both the Episcopal Church and Anglican
Communion are talking about passing
church laws stating that God is not al-
lowed to call a homosexual to be ordained

as a deacon, priest, or bishop. Some geo-

GOTTA HAVE FAITH

hese resources provide infor-

mation on the policies of many
faith traditions toward GLBT indi-
viduals as well as clergy:
= Faith in Ameriea, which works
for “the emancipation of leshian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
people from bigotry disguised as
religious truth” The website pro-
vides an extensive list of reading
materials.
www.faithinamerica.info
* Human Rights Campaign Reli-
gion and Faith Program.
www.hre.org
* The Institute for Welcoming
Resources, a program of the Na-
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force.
www.welcomingresources.org
* Soulforce, the Austin-based or-
ganization that seeks “freedom for
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender people from religious and
political oppression through the
practice of relentless nonviolent
resistance.”
www . soulforce.org

graphical segments of both the Episcopal
Church and the Anglican Communion are
threatening to secede from these denomi-
nations and form new ones in which God is
not allowed to call homosexuals.

In September, the House of Bishops of
the Episcopal Church met in New Orleans
to discuss this issue. This meeting was
also attended by the Archbishop of Can-
terbury, Rowan Williams, who urged the
American bishops to take action to halt the
ordination of gays as bishops, He called
for this action to prevent a split in the
Anglican Communion. This split has been
rumored ever since the Episcopal Church
ordained Gene Robinson four years ago as
a bishop. Robinson is openly gay and lives
in a relationship with another man.

After they had met for six days to
discuss this matter, the American bishops
voted in effect that they would no longer
approve anyone who had been elected a
bishop by a diocese. Since the Episcopal
Church by its own Book of Common Prayer
has for eenturies clearly stated a belief
that GGod calls persons to the ordained
ministry as deacons, priests, and bishops,
their action, in effect, says that God is
forbidden to eall any homosexual to be
ordained as a deacon, priest, or bishop.

I seriously wonder what God is thinking
about being told that there is something
that God is forbidden to do.

About four years ago, Fox News
interviewed me regarding my thoughts
concerning the pending ordination of Gene
Rohinson as the bishop of New Hamp-
shire. I concluded that interview by saying
truthfully that I knew for a fact that Gene
Robinson was not the first gay bishop in the
Episcopal Church because I had been per-
sonal friends of four gay Episcopal bishops.

Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church is a
United Church of Christ (UCC) congregation
Since 1980, the UCC has been welcoming the
ordination of gay men and leshian women
as a matter of chureh policy, as well as per-
forming commitment ceremonies, Previously
an assistant pastor at Bethel Church, Reuv.
Lasher was recently appointed interim pas-
tor following the resignation of longtime min-
ister Rev. Walter MeFadden. Lasher has also
previously served on the staff of Resurreetion
Metropolitan Community Church and was
one of the first directors of Montrose Clinic
tnow Legacy Community Health Services). At
Bethel, he presides over the Saturday-evening
bilingual worship service. His article for
the premiere issue of OutSmart, “In God's
Name—Gays, Lesbians, and the Bible,” ap-
pears in Qur Lives and Times, the 10th-an-
niversary commeniorative book published by
the magazine in 2004. R
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You've found:

Full Service Perfect Caterer
Coffee And Dessert Great Gathenings Perfect Entertaining
Custom Menu Design  Holiday Celebration  Themes And Decor
Entertainm
Experienced
Exquisite Taste Open House
Feta Torte Party Of The Year
Full Ba Penne Pasta

Cocktail Reception

M| CATERNG
: ¥
GEORGE

The Priceless ingredient

Inspered Chefs WValet
Mo Stress Wine And Bee

Wine Pairing

3e one of the first 10 to complete this word search and fax it to us, and we will deliver
one of our acclaimed and much sought after Feta Torte's. Book your next celebration
with us by December 31st and we'll give you a FREE Feta Torte and 10% off.

yummy@-cateringbygeorge.com t:713-699-1693 1:713-695-0937

December 9 at 6 p.m.

St. Paul's Choir concert featuring the John Rurtter Gloria
followed by a Service of Advent Lessons & Carols
December 16 at 4:30 p.m.

Children's Candlelight Service

December 20 at 6 p.m. Service of the Longest Night

Labyrinth ava for prayer and meditation
after Service of the Longest Night through Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services at noon, 5, 7, & 9 p.m.
Earlier Christmas Eve services are more suitable for young children.

St. Paul's United Methodist Church

5501 Main in the Museum District « 713-528-0527
stpauilshouston.org * Dr. Jim Bankston, senior minister




When
Insurance

Is Not Enough

A controversial new model in medical private practice
called concierge care, which places an additional fee
on patients, arrives in Houston. One popular local
physician who treats a number of individuals
in the community has signed on

re you seeking a health plan

that offers same-day medical
appointments, comprehensive
physical examinations, ex-
tended-length office visits, and
immediate access to your favorite physician?
All this ean }:l' yours, ]'l]'ll\"ilil'{.i you have
health insurance and $1,500 for an annual
fee, if yvou have been a patient of some local
physicians, inchuding one prominent physi-
cian who serves the gay, leshian, bisexual,
and transgender community,

“Concierge care,” a fairly new model for
private medical practices in which patients
pay an additional out-of-pocket fee in order
to retain access, has recently confronted
some patients in the community. In a letter
that patients of Shannon Schrader, M.D.,
received in Aupgust, Schrader, one of the
best-known and admired HIV specialists in
Houston, announced that he had signed onto
a concierge-care program. “Providing health
care that is focused on you, and fits within
the demands of your busy life, is my goal,”

Schrader wrote in the letter. “In order to
have the time required to provide this level
of personalized care, I will need to limit the

size of my practice.” The benefits to patients,

64 DECEMBER 2007 OutSmart

the letter continued, include “same or next
day appointments that start on time and last
as long as needed” and the ability “te reach
me directly 24 hours a day, seven days a
week via my cell phone or pager.”

The “concierge care” concept was devised
in 1996 by a group of internists in Seattle
to meet the needs of wealthy patients seek-
ing the best in specialized medical services.
Since then an inereasing number of physi-
cians across the nation have been converting
to this model. In transitioning his praetice,
which took effect in mid-November, Schrader
is working with an industry leader, Boea
Raton, Florida-based MDVIP.

Schrader is not the only Houston-area
physician to adopt the concierge-care model.

[n a front-page September 2 article, the Hous
I I

ton Chro e reported on several other local
doctors who have made or are considering
the same move. "j:“:.—ll::"n\‘-'iri('| the number
of concierge doctors still is small—prob-
ably about 300, an amount a federal study
found too tiny to worry about yet—but the
movement is slowly building momentum,”
Chronicle reporter Todd Ackerman wrote
“Initially concentrated on the coasts, it has
infiltrated a majority of states.”

News Analysis by Rich Arenschieldt

Still, the concierge-care trend has come
under Congressional scrutiny. “Concie
care is like a country elub for the rich,”
California representative Pete Stark said
at & 2004 congressional hearing into the
practice. “The danger is that if a large
number n-i'i:.-u'hn'.h choose to apen up these
types of practices, the health-care system
will become even more inequitable than it
is today.”

As costs associated with maintaining a
medical practice continue to increase anc
reimbursements from public and private
insurers decease, |JEl_\'.-".i‘i:'i ns have been in-
ereasingly vocal about how unprofitable the
medical profession has become,

“This conceplt has been around for a
while, and depending on your perspective,

it makes a great deal of sense,” says Thomas

Giordano, M.D., the medical director of

Thomas Street Health Center and an assis-
tant professor at Baylor School of Medicine.
“From the point of view of the individual
patient who's able to enroll, it's a good thing.
Patients who can pay receive care that is
much more attentive to the niceties of medi-
cine. However, from a societal perspective

it's not. It exposes a significant weakness —+

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
Ophthalmology

Now Atfiliated with

HousTonN EYE ASSOCIATES
5420 Dashwood, Suite 107, Houston, Tx 77081 | www HoustonEye.com

g BobE D Ib

Exams for glasses/contacts
Cataract Surgery

LASIK Surgery
Comprehensive Ophthalmolopy

F32.39:3, 333 g

Octavio Barrios, MD
Board Certified Family Practice

Now accepting new primary
care patients in the
Midiown/Montrose area.

Most insurances accepted.

By appointment only

Dr Barrios has practiced family medicine in the Pasadena/Deer Park
area for the last 14 vears, He is Board certified by the American
Board of Family Practice and a member of the American Academy
of Family Physicians.

Pasadena
T'uesday, Thursday, Friday:

Houston
Monday, Wednesday, Saturday:
Horzon Familv Healthcare
7106 Spencer Highway
Pasadena, TX 77505
281-542-9400

Skin Renaissance Laser Center
106 Westheimer (at Bagby)
Houston, TX 77006
713-942-7546

De. Stanley Lewis
Chief Medical Offreen
Prtermal Medicine

[}
r

Penaye Rhode, PA.-C Dir. Rani Lewis
Asseciare Meeival fdreciar Meddieal Divectar

Services Includes

HIV/AIDS Primary Health Care / Psychiatry / Dermatology
3 } ) A

Coaract ity at
JI3.839.7111

We accept Medicare,

Molina, Evercare),
Private Insurance and
individuals uninsured.

St. Hope Foundation

Medicaid (Amerigroup,

Free HIV and Svphilis Tesung
500k Eiaision Ssasionosor i
Young Same-Gender Loving Men

Call 713.523.0093




Give the giﬂ

Coming to Creative Life

of massage
[

} _ this holiday
Sunday celebrations with Rev. o
Dr. Jesse Jennings, weekly at 9 and
1 1am, with children's classes at

1 1am. Casual, fun, real. Ministerial
student Carolyn Harvill speaks on
Dec. @

season.

Midweek celebration of life,
with inspiring ideas for effective,
passionate and creative living, plus
live music. Wednesdays, 7pm

Winter Solstice celebration
Friday, Dec. 21, 8om, with musicians
galore and seasonal sounds from
madrigals to Broadway. Concurrent
Children’s Solstice tool

# Order your
gift certificates
L=

today!
Candlelight celebration of the

birth of the Divine Child within,
Monday, Dec. 24, 8pm

Joseph Moore, LMT

Spring-Stuebner Road = s
v Licensed Massage Therapist

5 east of Gosling betwee
exit 70A) and Kuykendah
Sunday celebrations - 9 & 17am
Creative Life JEES: Jennings, D.D.,

Spiritual Center|  Founding Minister

713.492.5400

ffmoore67@gmoil.com

Book online: YBIH.net

www.creativelife.org - 281 350 5157

* Anxiety

* Depression

* Mood Disturbances
* |ntimacy

* Relationships

« Family Concerns

Start the year off right with a better direction.
I will work with you to find the answers

and move toward your goals.

Are you ready to begin?

Call Tony Carroll.

TONY
CARROLL Lcsw

Stecializing in-work uath individuals and
couples from the gay, desbion, bisexual and
transpender cammiunity since 1941

* Coming-Out
Sexuality
Identity Issues
Loss
Grief

* Transition

» Growth

* Abuse

* Addiction

* Anger

+ Conflict Resolution

» Self-Esteem

« Self-Confidence

* Achievement

QutSmart Magazine Readers’ Choice
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jed from page 64
within the current system.”

Giordano, who practices in the public
health-care system, concurs with many
other providers who fault the inherently
inequitable health-care delivery system in
rstem

this country. “Our entire health-care s
is diseriminatory based on resources,” he
says. “Those with more money get better
health care. This isn’t specific to HIV. It
occurs throughout medicine.”

MDVIP, which works with 190 physi-
eians located in 19 states and Washington,
D.C., has capitalized on this structural flaw
within American health care by offering its
services to accomplished but weary practitio-
ners. The firm promises prospective physi-
cians “financial and professional freedom,”
according to company marketing materials.
At the same time, the MDVIP model guaran-
tees patients “individualized service with a
foeus on wellness and preventive care.”

In addition to Schrader, the MDVIP
website lists two other affiliated physicians
in the Houston area: John A. Burpeau, M.ID,,
and William A. Lent, M.D. (As the Chroniele
reported in September, Burpeau explained
at a meeting of his patients about his switch

to concierge-care, “Under managed care,
medical practice is now run like a mill. I'm
having to see more and more patients and
spend less and less time with them.”)

OutSmart attempted to obtain an
interview with Schrader and offered him
opportunities to respond to questions. He
declined to comment through an MDVIP
representative but indicated that he will
consent to an interview with the magazine
in the future.

In a recent interview on the CNBC net-
work, Darin Englehadt, MDVIP president,
described services that participating physi-
cians provide as “comprehensive preventive
care much akin to what you would find in
an executive physical program.” He likened
doctors to “wellness eoaches as opposed to
just treaters of illness.”

This medical model sounds perfect if one
is treating retired corporate executives in
Palm Beach, but does it translate well to in-
dividuals negotiating HIV disease? Aceord-
ing to a brief statement issued on Schrader’s
behalf by MDVIP, “Dr. Schrader’s new
practice will focus on prevention and early
detection which will provide better results
and improved putcomes to the healthcare
system by reducing hospitalizations and
lengths of stay.”

This boilerplate language misses the
mark. Long-established standards of care
for HIV already focus on close virologic,
immunologic, and systemic monitoring. It

is unclear what will be discovered by “early
detection” since many patients are already
HIV-positive. Major tenets of wellness and
HIV haven't changed since the dawn of ef-
feetive treatment: adherence to an effective
medication regimen, regular monitoring
and doctor visits, avoidance of activities
that harm the immune system, and stress
management. HIV-positive patients don't
need a wellness coach. They need more
physicians who are adept at managing HIV
and its constellation of serious medical
complications.

No one can fault Schrader for deciding
to refocus his practice after 15 years of com-
passionate GLBT-friendly care that, unlike
most doctors, also ineludes a large cadre of
transgender patients, concur the numerous
observers contacted for this article. As the
first HIV practitioner in the community
to make a move to a concierge-care model,

Schrader iz in the unenviable position of

serving as a lightning rod for the larger dis-
cussion of how health care iz delivered. Phy-
sicians certainly have the right to determine
what kind of practice they want to operate,
just as any business owner does. However,
when a DeBakey-like figure suddenly makes
such a dramatic change, the frailties of our
current HIV treatment infrastructure are
glaringly exposed.

Despite Houston's status as a world-
class medical center, there are currently

only about a dozen highly experienced local

Trend watcher: “More and more physicians are doing
this [adopting the concierge-care modell” Legacy Com-
munity Health Services executive director Katy Caldwell
says, adding, “Lots of experienced physicians are no
longer praclicing here. There's a lot less brainpower
focused of HIV treatment within this community”

HIV doctors, Of these, only a hand-
ful has provided treatment over
the last decade, experience that
is eritical when treating patients
with AIDS.

This limited pool of clinicians
is of specific concern to Paul Sim-
mons, RN, the executive director
of the Center for AIDS in Houston.
In discussing concierge care, Sim-
mons 2ays, “It is very clear that we
have a finite number of experienced
HIV practitioners in Houston. If for
any reason we lose one of them, our
medical infragtructure is not set up
to absorb that loss well.”

He continues, "A potential
shortage exists in the private sec-
tor, We haven't had a new dedicated
HIV private practice open here in
quite some time. Also, as a rule,
any HIV practice will have a more
acute population, many of whom
will be accessing a public subsidy
resulting in inadequate levels of
reimbursement.”

“Private practice HIV care is

very tough,” points out Thomas

Street’s Giordano, “There aren’t a
lot of procedures [which generate
revenue], and reimbursements for office vis-
its are not good. As a result, these physicians
face an economic struggle. I'm not surprised
a move [to concierge care] is happening.”
This view is shared by Katy
Caldwell, the executive director of
Legacy Community Health Services
“More and more physicians are doing
this,” Caldwell says. “It’s a national
trend. For the last five years, we have
seen a significant shrinkage in the
industry as providers become less
willing to see patients with certain
types of [insurance] payors.” Com

menting on the dearth of new doctors

interested in treating HIV, she said,
“Lots of experienced physicians are
no longer practicing here. There's a
lot less brainpower focused on HIV
treatment within this community.”

As a provider with an emphasis
on primary care for the gay, lesbian,
bisexual. and transgender commu-
nity, Legacy also deals with specific
issues of tolerance as well as knowl-
edge when hiring experience-d, sen-
sitive medical staff. “It's a challenge
to recruit physicians who are HIV
specialists,” Caldwell adds, “Legacy
has a diverse patient population with
complex medical issues. Some physi-
cians love this type of medicine, but
this kind of practice doesn’'t appeal
to everyone.”

Systemic problem: “From the point of view of the
individual patient who's able enroll it's a good thing.” Dr.
Thomas Giordano of Thomas Street Health Center says
of the concierge-care model. “However, from a societal
perspective it's not. It exposes a significant weakness
within the current system?”

Indeed, one local physician, who re-
gquested anonymity, explains that fewer
medical-school students in the United States
are pursuing HIV care than in the past, fur-
ther reducing the number of skilled doctors
working in the field.

The GLBT community once again finds
itselfin the middle of a classic clash between
eare and resources. HIV incidence continues
to increase, infected individuals have more
medical complications associated with their
increased longevity, and fewer qualified doce-
tors are available to address their needs

What does the arrival of the concierge-
care model portend for medical care here?
Is there a future crisis looming for HIV-
oriented private practice? Will patients
be shifted to entirely different modes of
medical care? Due to the dynamic nature
of HIV disease, patients may be required
to engage a variety of HIV specialists over
time, medical observers say. “At different
stages of HIV disease, patients may need
to see physicians with specific expertise,”
Legacy’s Caldwell says. “This further limits
the choices patients have.”

“There’s a paradox here,
the Center for AIDS says. “For individuals

Simmons of

who receive their care through the public
sector, those resources seem adequate.
These institutions are staffed by medical
personnel from universities, providing some
of the best physicians in this community.”
Giordano of Thomas Street, which is part —+
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of the Harris County Hospital District,
agrees. “Practitioners at publicly funded fa-
cilities like Thomas Street can match those
of any private practice in the country.”

The primary difference between puhlie
and private systems is not the guality of
medical expertise that a patient obtains,
but the manner and timeliness in which
that care is delivered. *When patients have
resources, the care they receive is delivered
in a much more efficient manner,” Giordano
says. “These patients with private insur-
ance have greater access to gpecialists and
needed procedures.”

Insured or not, more than 5,000 of
Schrader's patients, many of whom do not
have HIV, are now looking for another physi-
cian. One of those patients, Irma Copeland,
acutely feels Schrader’s departure. The 52-
vear-old mother of three discovered she was
HIV positive in 1996 and has seen Schrader
since 2001

“I'will never forget my first meeting with
Shannon,” Copeland says. “1 knew right
away that he was completely awesome. He
answered every question I had, and I never
felt rushed during my appointments. Shan-
non was so much more than a doctor. He
became a friend, someone who alwavs had
the time to talk with me. Since Shannon is so
knowledgeable about HIV, 1 felt completely
comfortable with him.”

Copeland, like all patients in the prac-
tice, received the August letter notifying
her of the impending switch to concierge
care. “1 wag completely lost, totally dev-
astated,” she says. “I believed that 1 was

going to lose my access to medical care
because I didn't have the money that
was required.”

Like many patients in the practice,
Copeland 15 concerned about finding a
new medical provider. “I was contacted
by a representative from MDVIP who
suggested another doctor, one I had
moved from to see Shannon. I'm not
sure what happens now. Being over 50
and having HIV for almost 15 vears, it's
terrible to start all over again. I have one
last appointment coming up. I'll be incred-
ibly sad.”

Other patients have opted to stay with
Schrader. “I decided to keep seeing him,”
Jerry Boice, a patient for 14 years, says. “He
knows me and my medical history. When I've
faced challenging situations, Shannon has
always provided excellent care and extensive
follow-up.”

Buoice did not hesitate to make the switch
to the MDVIP-administered plan. “I actu-
ally signed up during an office visit.” Boice

plans to renew annually. “This gives me
increased aceessibility, makes it easy to get
an appointment, and I know Shannon will
spend more time with me at each visit,” Boice
says. In fact, two September meetings origi-
nally scheduled at a local hotel for Schrader’s
patients to learn about the concierge-care
plan were canceled when the program was
quickly fully subscribed.

The overwhelming congensus from those
interviewed for this article is that Schrader’s

move 18 regrettable, but necessary. “As the

result of Dr. Schrader’s generosity and sin-
cere desire to provide care, over time, he hit
off more than he could chew,” says Simmons
of the Center for AIDS. “This made his life
and his practice unmanageable. He either
had to gain control of his practice or leave
medicine.” Giordano echoes that sentiment:
“I can't fault Shannon for making this deci-
sion. He has certainly paid his dues to this
community.”

Even as Schrader moves his pri-
vate practice to the concierge-care
model, he continues his long-standing
voluntary involvement with Legacy Com-
munity Health Services (previously known
ag Montrose Clinic prior to a 2006 merg-
er with the Assistance Fund), seeing
patients there one evening per week. “We are
thrilled to have Shannon here at Legacy,”
executive director Caldwell says. “I know the
recent decision to change his private practice

HIV Docs Join Legacy Staff

Last month, Legacy Community Health Services
announced the addition of two physicians with
HIV/AIDS-care experience to its staff:

* Natalie Vanek, M.D., first began working
with HIV-positive patients at Thomas Street
Health Center while a medical student at the
University of Texas Health Science Center at
Houston. After graduation, she held two positions
at Thomas Street, first under the auspices of the
UT Health Science Center-Section of Infectious
Diseases (as medical director of UT work there),
then the Baylor College of Medicine Section of
Infectious Diseases. Vanek, who grew up in
Vernon, Texas, had been in private practice since
2003. She completed undergraduate studies at
Baylor University in Waco.

* James Carroll, M.D., previously served as
staff physician for both the Early Intervention
Clinic of the Arc (Association for Retarded
Children) in Baton Rouge and the Louisiana
State University health-care network. He was
also assistant professor of Clinical Medicine-
Department of Internal Medicine at Louisiana
State University Health Sciences Center. The
Shreveport, Louisiana, native completed un-
dergraduate studies at Louisiana State School
of Medicine, then completed his internship and
residency at the university Earl K. Long Medical
Center in Baton Rouge.

has been extremely dif-
ficult for him.”

The classic conundrum
in rationing health care is
painfully evident. Is it bet-
ter to provide fewer people
exceptional care or to give
more individuals adequate
care? Most patients would
prefer 12 minutes with an
insightful physician like
Schrader to an hour with a
less talented practitioner.

Why are such drastic
measures Necessary to
deliver competent medi-
cal care and preserve the
sanity and ability of tal-
ented but overburdened
physicians? With concierge
care, a four-tier Titanic-

Health care for all: "Of course we recog-
nize that concierge medicine is not avail- style health-care access
able to everyone, so we look forwardtoa  system is now in place:
day when all people receive quality care
regardless of their ability to pay,” says
Joel Ginsburg, executive director of the
Gay & Lesbian Medical Association,

the uninsured occupy the
lowest berths below the
waterline, the underin-
sured exist just above, the
insured have a small portal to swim through if needed, and the
elite insured can rush down the gangway into waiting lifeboats as
the ship hits the iceberg,

Aside from the issue of patient access, The MDVIP model doesn't
necessarily fit the diverse needs of patients within an HIV practice.
Ballooning baby boomers with routine medical issues, sizable discre-
tionary income, and adequate medical insurance may embrace the
concept of concierge care. The increasing number of new and aging
]I[\"-pumi[ ive individuals with no or limited access to any medical
specialized care will not.

Observers outside the GLBT community note their concern
about this new movement in American health care. “The dark side
of concierge medicine is that every physician dramatically reducing
his or her patient load leaves thousands of patients to look for a new
primary-care physician,” Sandra Carnahan, a South Texas College
of Law professor who has written about concierge medicine, told
the Chronicle. “And they're doing it at a time when primary-care
physicians are already in gshort supply.”

The San Franecisco-based Gav & Lesbian Medical Asso-
ciation has not yet taken a formal position on concierge care but
continues to monitor its spread, says executive director Joel
Ginsberg. “GLMA’s mission is to make sure that healthcare—wher-
ever and however it is delivered—is competent and I'l"n'[ll‘('11‘|l]_“
he wrote in an e-mail to QutSmart. Of course we recognize that
conecierge medicine is not available to everyone, so we look forward
to a day when all people receive quality care regardless of their
ability to pay.”

As Houston ponders how HIV care will be delivered in the future
and also copes with losing one of its favorite physicians, patient Irma
Copeland sums up the views of many. “I have to be strong,” she says.
“In spite of everything that has happened, 1 will always remember
Shannon as the best doctor I've ever had.”

Rich Arenschieldt is an HIV treatment educator who has previously
written on HIV/AIDS issues for OutSmart. His review of the book Body
Count: Fixing the Blame for the Global AIDS Catastrophe appeared in
our November 2006 issue, and his essay “The HIV Fight Now” appeared
in our January 2005 issue
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The Galveston diva celebrates more than two decades
of fundraising and entertaining and 50 years of a very glamorous life

It all started ower free hot dogs and 10
free-drinks fickets. When you are a young
man waitifig ta s-and try to get by,
any bar that offers free food and adult
beveragee after a long shift is a sure stop
No oge, including Rolando Suniga, realized
that @early 25 vears of charity work and
eatertainment would develop from those
frequent Sunday-night stops, which actu-
.Il|'~ WETEe An accident in r_|1.- "i!'\ |

Misty Valdez, dubbed “the or
land diva” by friends and fans, is the fabu-
lous ereation that evolved from that young
man’s visits to that bar to quench his thirst
and watch drag shows. Misty, Suniga’
other, and perhaps better-known, diva
name, has been seen !u-.r'lng"]'i! r all over
Galveston for almost a quarter of a century
Suniga/Misty celebrates a 50th birthday on
December 23. Though she jokes about re-
tirement, Misty shows no sign of stopping
her legendary Island shows

“I got interested in doing drag when |
accidentally walked into Robert’s Lafitte,”
Suniga says. “I started with nothing and
learned as I went. [ was so nervous
needed all 10 drink tickets to get on

Suniga, who was born and raised in

by Natasha Avey
Photo by Giselle Monte

began doing shows as Misty
nly some fabric and a pair of
hion
srformed in the Misty

Suniga became more comfortable

ge and perfected his craft. Now Misty

no drink tickets—nor any introduc-
r that mattes
Suniga’s reason for taking to the stag:
lerives not just from an obvious love of
perfors r but also from a desire to raise
money for a beloved cause, the AIDS Coali-
as (ACCT), the nonprofit

host of HIV and AIDS-rel ited services for
residents of Galveston as well as Brazoria
and Matagorda counties

Sunmiga’s work with raising money for
AIDS care and research began in 1987,
when Misty Valdez raised $387 at a show.
Since then, Suniga estimates that he has
|--|i-.'l,'IL'|E as much as 515,000 at a singile
event. Misty holds several fundraising
events every year, including her popular
benefit tour for ACCT. Earlier in 2007, she
celebr 1 the 20th anniversary of that an
nual tour, which consists of shows at vari-

ous Galveston clubs held over six months.

I'he tour is a highhght of GLBT life on the
1 Iul I
vas from Galveston and Houston. At |

inale show this vear at Und
array of guest stars include
John, Serena Sky, Felicity Bliss, Symphony
Oz, and Trecenia St. James. The 2008 tour
begins in January

“I have had too many people I love,
too many good friends, pass away due to
AIDS,” Suniga says of Misty's work. “This
is my way of keeping their memories alive.’

A good friend, who Suniga lovingly re-
fers to as Tina, was the inspiration for the
years of charitable work for the AIDS coali-
tion. Tina passed away in 1986, in those
early. frightening years of the epidemic,
The first L'|1ZI1":[_\ event |:_11'L'~'-l'!'|f.l'fl |J_\' .\[l.-':_‘\'
Valdez took place in 1987,

Over her vears of volunteer work,
Misty Valdez has appeared on stage with
drag performers from across Texas and the
United States. However, her work on the
[sland is what has made her famous. Misty
is arguably the longest-serving drag diva
performer in Galveston and without doubt
the biggest name. Misty packs the house

every Friday night at 3rd Coast Beach

vt R A i

o S
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Hail the queen: “I have
had too many people

| love, too many good
friends, pass away due
to AIDS;" says Misty
Valdez, the Galveston
diva and fund-raiser,
photographed at
Eiband's Luxury Con-
dominiums. “This is my
way of keeping their
memaries alive”

CEMBE




Stay. A WhilLE
CROCODILE!

An Extended Stay
Island Favorite!

W o R
S

Hawthorn Suites at the Victorian Resort

= Free Hot Breakfast Daily

s Free Internet Access

* Free Social Hour Each Wednesday Evening

* Spacious one and two bedroom suites
with private Gulfview balconies

Two Swimming Pools for Year-Round Fun

* Paradise Cove pool features a water drop
mushroom, a floating alligator, water
cannon, and zero depth entry with
bubbling jets to tickle your toes

*» Heated Waterfall Lagoon pool has a
romantic rock waterfall

More Resort Amenities
* Fitness Center, Lighted Tennis Court
Picnic Pavilion and Game Room
Group Sales & Catering Service
» \We offer a wide variety of meetir q
opportunities for your events

From $89 Sun-Thurs,

November and December
Not valid holidays, weekends,
and special events.

Rates subject to availability.

HAWTHORI}T

SUITES—
at
The Victorian Resort
& Conference Center

6300 Seawall » Galveston
800-231-6363

www.hawthorn.com

72 DECEMBER 2007 OutSmart

m contnued from page 70

Bar and every Saturday and Sunday at
Robert's Lafitte, the club where she got her
start so many years ago.

Even with her prominence, Misty ac-

knowledges her fans,
as a gracious star
should. “None of my
charity work would
be possible without
the support of the
many people who not
only donate money,
but help make my
shows possible,” she
Says.

To state that
Misty is a fixture on
the Galveston scene
seems a bit too obvi-
ous. Misty—as well
as Suniga, the gener-
ous man behind the
diva—is a beloved
and significant part
of GLBT history in
Texas. That designa-
tion is more accurate
and does true justice

to a legacy of good work—not to mention
countless hours of entertainment. Now, at
50, Misty plans to throw a huge birthday
bash, scheduled for December 22, at one
of the clubs on the Island. In typical Misty
fashion, she plans to make the event an
appreciation party for all who have sup-
ported her. At press time, Misty hadn’t yvet

here and below in performance) every Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday night in Galveston. On
December 22, Misty presides over her 50th
birthday bash.

determined the precise venue. “I can’t de-

cide which club te have it in!” she laments.
Misty fans should check her recently

launched MySpace blog, at www.myspace.
com/theoriginalislanddiva, for updates. (In

November issue

Benefit Tour.

coastaltxine.com.

you should worry.”

true diva style, on her blog Misty imparts
some tart advice to readers and fans; “I
am very friendly and outgoing and alsa
trustworthy and easy to get along with.
But never take my kindness for weakness,
‘cause my parents did not raise no fooll")

With her 21st
benefit tour around
the corner, Misty's
busy season is almost
here. The diva offers to
help any elub that will
let her perform and is
interested in raising
maney for charity.
And Misty bestows
this piece of guidance
to anyone interested
in performing for the
first time or helping in
other ways. No matter
how intimidated or
seared you may be, the
best way to proceed
is “to remember the
people that motivated
you to think about
performing in the first
place.” Remember the
Tina in your own life.

“The people I have met over the years
and the many peecple I have been able
to honor by doing these shows, makes it
all worth it,” says Suniga, reflecting on
the years in the role of Misty Valdez. “Be
yourself and take the eritieism that comes
with it. When they stop criticizing, then

Natasha Avey profiled Sandy Clough and
Stephanie McClain, who were honored with
the 2007 Humanitarian Award at the Houston
Black Tie Dinner last month, in OutSmart’s

EVERYONE KNOWS IT'S MISTY

Misty Valdez performs on Friday, 10:30 p.m. and
midnight, at 3rd Coast Beach Bar (Seawall Bou-
levard at d1st St., 409/765-6911) and on Saturday,
10:30 p.m., and Sunday, 9:30 p.m., at Robert’s
Lafitte (2501 Avenue @ at 25th St., 409/765-9092).
On December 22, she hosts a 50th birthday party.
The location had not been determined by press
time. For updates, check Misty’s MySpace blog,
www.myspace.com/theoriginalislanddiva. Misty
will also soon announce on her blog the dates and
venues for the 2008 AIDS Coalition of Coastal Texas

Misty's favorite cause, the AIDS Coalition,
is located in downtown Galveston (707 23rd St.,
409/763-2437), The website is www.aidscoalitionof
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It’s His
Wonderful Life

Michael Tapley appears this month in the musical version of the classic movie about
Frank Bailey and his guardian angel. The local performer and teacher chats about this
holiday show, working with Debbie Reynolds, and his early love for the theater

by Eric A.T. Dieckman

what I wanted to do,” he says. Tapley has
since acquired a lengthy list of credits, which
includes performing in, choreographing, or
directing numerous productions for TUTS
and other theater companies across the
country. Tapley has also performed in the
national touring companies of 42nd Street,
The Unsinkable Molly Brown, and Mame
He did a stint on Broadway in the 1993 stage
version of The Who's Tommy as alternate for
the title role

Among the major names with whom Ta-
plev has shared a stage is Debbie Reynolds,
with whom he appeared in Molly Brown
“She was VETyY generous and loving,” he BAYE.
“She wanted us to call her Mother, long be-
fore her movie of that title came out.” At the
beginning of the show run, he remembers,
Reynolds would heold court with the cast,
treating them to fine champagne and stories
of the glory days of MGM. “It was fantastic
for the first four weeks. And then we started
hearing those stories four and five times, so
the late nights got shorter and shorter,” he
says with obvious affection

For busy entertainers like '[':a-,:ll-_\. the
holiday season can mean time away from
f: |.m||\ pe srforming in a show fu from ]|\l[]p
Fellow theater pe -;|1|: can become one’s sur
rogate family. One example of that reality for

Tapley took place in New Mexico in the late

: '80s. A number of theater peers, some with
b time off between shows, had flown in from
) Michael Tapley around the country to rent a house for the
holidays. But the snowfall was particularly
heavy that season, and everyone got snowed

in for a few days. The group spent that time

“My miother gave meé my first record player, took him to The Sound of Mustc (more Julie  peacefully sitting about, e ging in arts

recalls Michael Tapley of an early Christ-  Andrews). “I fell in love with the music and  and crafts. It remains one of Tapley's fond-

mas. “And my ',\__'l‘dnll T l|'|| ar gave me the every aspect of it. And then I got the record.  est memories.
soundtrack to Thoroughly Modern Miilie, 1

was such a -Jullv:'mdl ews h».-nl—. that I wore

To this day, the score can |1h||\- me cry.” The Tapley shares another holiday remem-
desire to go on stage took root. brance, this one a heart-warming tidbit
about Frank Young, the TUTS founder and

show impressario. Young has a seasonal

it out. You couldn’t even play the record after Tapley was in his first Theatre Under
the first few weeks.” These two gifts played The Stars (TUTS) show at age 10. At that
a major role in shaping Tapley's life. Then point, he realized that some people made a  tradition of his own for artists displaced by

when he was only four or five, his mother living on the stage. “So I decided that that's  holiday shows. He treats out-of-towners to
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CUSTOM CLOSETS
MURPHY BEDS
HOME OFFICE
GARAGE STORAGE
CUSTOM PANTRIES

www.SpaceManager.com
713.688.8808 o

Guoell*
Free In-Home nOME & @rpice
Design Consultation

Visit our Showroom at 3556 West TC Jester
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ECFROIES

A holiday classic

Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston
Bayou City Women’s Chorus
Bayou City Chorale

Tuesday, December 18, 2007
Jones Hall 7:30 PM

Tickets from $19 - $39

Totally Awesome: .)
Echoes of the 80's )

Gay Men's Chorus of Houston
Monday, March 31, 2008

Iil Strength and Solidarity:
Echoes of Women
Bayou City Women's Chorus
Sat & Tues, May 19 & 21, 2008

Season subscriptions available from $39 - $114.
For concert information or to order tickets call 713-521-7464, or
visit BCPA online at
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M2M Fashion is Moving

to a New Location
3407 Montrose

(Next 1o Berry Hill Montrose)

/("fﬂ///

Featuring: D&G, JPG, Just Cavalli,

7 Jeans, Rock & Republic, True Religion,
Taverniti So, 7 Diamonds, Robin Jeans,
Roar, English Laundry, Division E,
Andrea Palombini, Monarchy, Sixty,
Energie, 4 You, Lacoste,

Hugo Boss, Diesel,

Ben Sherman, Affliction

and many more. SGule Lounag
713.521.0804

Larry French Enterprises

Complete Plumbing Services

Residential * Commercial * Remodel * Repair * New Construction
Softeners * Water Purification * Reverse Osmosis * Carbon Filters

L L) : . - . - P ada - .
e o JBNORITZ
Noritz Tankless ALWAYS HO
713.956.7733
LF@LarryFrench.net
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W 1t's His Wonderful Life

continued from page 74

Thanksgiving dinner, either at a restaurant

or in his own home. “It's called the arphans’

supper,” Tapley says. “I've spent many a
Thanksgiving with Frank.”

For some, spending so much time on the
road can take a toll on relationships. When
asked if he is single, Tapley promptly an-
swers, “Yes!” He discloses that he is currently
in the market for a boyfriend. (So, get those
tickets and backstage passes, fellas!)

Tapley was drawn to A Wonderful Life,
in which he can be seen this month at the
Hobby Center, knowing that the classic story
of Frank Bailey would be popular holiday
fare. The stage musical is of course an adap-
tation of It's a Wonderful Life, the 1946 Frank
Capra classic that starred Jimmy Stewart as
Bailey and Donna Reed as his radiant wife,
Mary. Performing in a show about a man
who learns what the world would be like had
he not been born can make a person wistful
about his own existence, Tapley (who plays
Bert, the cab driver, in the show) admits.
How might the world be different if Michael
Tapley were never a part of it? “There'd be
some kids out there who wouldn’t know how
to tap dance,” muses Tapley, who teaches
dance at the Academy at the TUTS Hum-
phreys School of Musical Theatre, He is also
artistic director for the annual TUTS Tommy
Tune Awards, which recognize excellence in
area high-school theater productions. Im-
parting his love of theater and his talents
over the years, Tapley has seen some of his
students graduate to performing on Broad-
way. “It's really gratifying.”

Perhaps that’s what keeps him in theater
After having surgery done on both feet, Ta-
pley doesn’t dance as much as he once did
But as he explains, “Once you're in it, it never
leaves you.”

Eric A.T. Diechman wrote about his shaping-
up experience at Fitness Exchange (now Crew
Health & Fitness) in the October OutSmart.

Wonderful, Wonderful

The Theatre Under The Stars production of
A Wonderfiul Life, the musical version of It's
a Wonderful Life opens on December 11 at
the Hobby Center for the Performing Arts,
This Texas premiere of the 1986 musical by
prolific compozer Joe Raposo, whose work
enriched several PBS children’s programs,
including Sesame Street (two memorable
numbers: “Bein’ Green™ and “Sing”), and
lyricist Sheldon Harnick (Fiddler on the
Roof, Fiorello!) runs through December 23.
Tickets: 713/558-8887, www.tuts,com.

The Out @ TUTS night for GLBT musi-
cal-theater fans 18 December 13. OutSmart
18 Out @ TUTS media sponsor.

Looking for Crate & Barrel, Restoration
Hardware; Storehouse Style Furniture?

Come and see rhr: smnrr alternative!

No fancy showroom -
we really are a
warehouse in the
Heights - just

trend setting
furniture at

30% to 50%

less than your
favorite stores

and catalogs.

Chic Warehouse

727 Yale Street » One Block West of Heights Blud.
(713) 822-3392

Wedl. - Fri. 10am - 3pm o Sat. 10am - Spm & Sun. Ilam - 5pm
Fine us on: http://houston.citysearch.com/bestofwinners/ furniture

Chic Wirehouse™ is mor associated with any reted] store. Al broosd names
and trademarks arve the property of their respective holders and o
referenced here for descripitve purposes ornly

salud!
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January 18 & 19, 2008
8 pm & 10:30 pm
Reserve your seats Now!
Tickets are selling fasi!!

713.524.2333
526 Waugh Drive = Houston, TX 77019 » www.|affstop.com

ENJOY OUR UPSCALE ATMOSPHERE, GUARANTEED TO MAKE ANY PARTY OR EVENT SPECIAL
AS AN ADDED BONUS
TAKE 25% OFF
ALL EVENTS RESERVED OCTOBER 1ST- JANUARY 157

Visit our website at www . 2020-entertainment.com
or contact us at info@2020-entertainment.com

2Y%0)

, Texas 77003 ~ 713.227 9667
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ﬁ @ h:a %r ﬂ " _l. i ! 1'" a’_?' .r‘ E:F ﬁz‘ 25 (actor, Min/Tuck,

FIYEWY W BEYWYR Ll and comedian)
(Entertainment Weekly, TI/16/07, Jennifer Armstrang)
Re: O'Donnell’s sympathy for Britney Spears.
I want her to come live with me, but I have to stop saying that;
I'm a 45-year-old leshian.

Jil
(0wt 12/07, Naomi Krochmal)
In September [Chaka Khan] admitted on the air, almost

ofthandedly, to New York DJ Wendy Williams that she'd had
leshian relationships during her early career. “All little girls

| B (singer)

and all hittle boys experiment,” she says plainly.

Khan, 54, says that, after a lifetime of trying to unlearn
Catholic repression, sex is “not a real big thing” for her. “If
men could be more like women, I would definitely be mare in-
terested in them. A lot of men are denying their feminine side,
which I think is their loss. When a woman meets a man who
understands her, who gets her because he feels it too—I can't
think of anything more beautiful than that.”

J (singer)

( The Advocate, 12/24/02, Larry Flick)
Larry Flick: What did you think when you found out [that one
of your best friends was gay]?
Justin Timberlake: I always knew. It just took him a while to
get the courage up to tell me. When he did, I told him that it
didn't matter. It didn't change the fact that he was my friend. I
wasn't thinking that he wanted to be more than my friend, and
he wasn't.

It's funny, men are taught by TV and other types of media

to exploit women—to look at them as sex objects. Men are

taught to see anything on the opposite side of themselves as
something sexual, and I guess that includes gay men. It's cra-
zy. But I think that's why there's sometimes tension between
straight and gay men. We've been taught to be predators, and
straight men don't always know what to do with the idea of an-
other man as something to be pursued or exploited sexually.

on e
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DECEMBER 16,1901
% (Today's Dut Look Calendar)

Anthropologist and bisexual Margaret Mead was born on this
date. She once declared her belief that “extreme heterosexual-
ity is a perversion.”

B

]
1'a "‘- {comedian)

( Wanity Fair, 12/07, George Wayne)

George Wayne: Well, among your greatest fans
are the Bears of America.

Larry the Cable Guy (Dan Whitney): Oh yeah?
Yeah, the Bears—homosexuals who wor-
ship and fetishize big, burly, hairy blue-collar
guys like you who love wearing cutoff flannel
shirts.

Too bad I'm married and off the market.

L ] L % & a o L 1 B o o o o [-] L] < o L 9 & -]

Compiled by Blase DiStefano

Parker (seen here in a publicity shot from
Showtime's Weeds): Is she a freak?

(actor, Boys an the Side,

Anpels in America, Weeds)
(ut, 12107, Bill Keith)
When the actor is forced to
generalize about why she
connects with gay audi-
ences—and gay writers and
directors—so well, she offers
some insight: “I've always
felt like one of those people
who is a little to the left of the
dial. And I never felt like I fit
in until I got to drama school
with other kids who were the
freaks of their towns, search-
ing for something else because
they didn’t fit in with the
norm. That was me.”

]
a
Portia
de Rossi
(I, pictured [
here with
Joely Richardson
in FX's Nip/Tuck): Will 3
Portia de nossi she be typecast as a lesbian?
a

(actor, Aly McBeal, drrasted Development, and Ellen DeGeneres' girifriend of three years)
(Entertainment Weekly, /3707, Henry Goldblatt)

he beginning of my career was about constructing this actress named ‘Portia’ who

looked a certain way, explains de Rossi.... “But people really celebrate honesty. And the
decision | made to be very public [about my lesbianism] was a decision to choose love over
anything else—over my career, over public opinion, over what my family thought”

...She recently turned down lead parts on two new network series in favor of an arc on >
the FX plastic-surgery drama Nip/Tuck.... [Shel appears as Olivia—an acupuncturist and
mother of an 18-year-old hellion of a daughter—who is romantically involved with Joely
Richardson’s Julia. It's her first onscreen gay role.

“| had a conversation with Ellen, who was 100 percent behind me playing this role, ask-
ing her, ‘What if | get typecast as a lesbian?' She said, 'So what?' And | thought, ‘Yeah, it has
to be so what™

Ellen DeGeneres & Portia de Rossi

(TV Guide, 11/5/07)

Re: One of “TV's Top Ten Power Couples."

“Ellen and Portia aren't just Hollywood's token |lesbian power couple. They shatter all
sterectypes,” says Tom O'Neil, columnist for theenvelope.com, a Hollywood news site, "A

few years ago, it would've been unimaginable to think that a lesbian would be the only g
Hollywood star entrusted to host the Oscars, Emmys, and Grammys, but Ellen’s been >
ringmaster at all three. Portia's a proven talent in her own right, not a lesbian trophy wife.”

- -
Katn“ ﬁ rl"l n (comedian)

{Out, 12/07) Il
Tom Cruise is not gay, but Richard

Gere definitely had a gerbil up his
butt. My cousin’s friend was the nurse “
that night, and she never lies. °

Griffin (seen here in her Bravo TV special Kathy Griffin:
Straight to Hell): Is her cousin's friend a liar?
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DVD/VHS

by Nancy Ford

t was a simpler time,
Iwhen pregnant women

smoked cigarettes,
inappropriate hair height
was a threat to decency, and
“nice girls” didn’t swim in
integrated pools.

Such was the Baltimore
where quirky film auteur
John Waters came of age in
the 1960s. In 1988, Waters’
Kennedy-era take on rac-
ism, the power of
dance, and big 'do’'s )
became Hairspray,
his most mainstream
film at that time. It
not only introduced
us to the enchanting
Ricki Lake, but also
legitimized Divine's
theretofore poo-munch- lp
ing career

One Broadway musical version and
nearly 20 vears later, Hairspray's story
still revolves around Tracy Turnblad’s
(newcomer, Nikki Blonsky) attempt as a
fat girl to land a plum dance role on The
Corny Collins Show, a local version of Dick
Clark’s American Bandstand. But Tracy’s
greater challenge is to integrate the show
with her African-American friends, who, as
chance would have it, are far better danc-
ers than Corny’s all-white cast.

Pivotal to Hairspray's glory is Tracy's
agoraphobic, morbidly obese mother,
plaved by John Travolta, who longs “to get

Absu!ufely Fabuious: White Box

This never-before-released 2004 spe-
cial is in true form as Edina (Jennifer
Saunders) drags Patsy (Joanna Lum-
ley) about town in search of inspiration
to redesign her kitchen. Nathan Lane's
hysterical guest appearance alone
makes the episode worth seeing. Lane
plays a Euro-chic shop owner who keeps putting his
hifocals on upside down and shrieking at everyone's
enormous heads. With Laurie Metcalf and Miranda
Richardson. = From BBC Worldwide Americas (www.
BBCamericashop.com). —Review: Eric A.T. Dieckman
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HIGH HAIR

‘Hairspray’still holds up after all these years

Fat and feminine: Edna Turnblad (John Travolta,
1) and her daughter Tracy (Nikki Blonsky) enjoy
dessert in the newest Hairspray.

out there and experience life.” Filling out
a skirt just as femininely as Divine in the
first version, Travolta’s gyrations made me
want to stuff a dollar bill into the folds of
her fat suit.

I mean his fat suit. That's hew convine-
ing he is. Safe to say, Ir'm.uhu was barn to
drag.

The two-disc “Shake and Shimmy” edi-
tion offers fabulous bonus extras, like step-
by-step instructions to Hairspray dance
numbers, making it a must-have for drag
performance troupes. The set’s finest ex-
tra, by far, chronicles Lake joining Waters
in “The Roots of Hairspray,” tracing the

DVD/VHS Shorts

Driftwood

Despite some lackluster makeup effects,
the story of David, & young man forced
| into an “attitude adjustment” camp, is
| nicely done with some effective scare
§l factors. One of David's fellow inmates,
Noah, is there for “reparative therapy,”
conversion from homosexuality to het-
erosexuality. David is not only haunted by his deceased
brother, but also by Jonathan, the spirit of a former inmate
who mysteriously died at the camp. = 2006. Co-written
and directed by Tim Sullivan. = From Image Entertainment
{www.image-entertainment.com). —Review; E.D.

evolution of the show.

A stellar cast of Mi-
chelle Pfeiffer, Christopher
Walken, Jerry Stiller, and
others, elevates John Wa-
ters’ finest hour from a fun
movie musical to a moral-
ity play, deftly skewering
the idioey of racism. Watch
it and, like Tracy. you'll
“wish every day was Negro
Day.”

Unless, perhaps, you're
Dog the Bounty Hunter.

New Line Home Enter-
tainment (www.newline.
com). More: www.hair-
spraymovie.com.

‘Hatrspra_v Soundtrack
; @ This soundtrack of the Broad-
% way musical of the original
movie is so peppy, positive,
=8 and perverse, it could eas-
L ily be subtitled "Up With
John Waters' People.” Almaost
every song is a toe-tapper (but not in the Larry
Craig sense, of course). As Matormouth Maybelle,
(ueen Latifah soars with “Come So Far,” a song
s0 inspirational it could easily become the next
gay anthem, replacing the antiguated “| Am What
| Am!" A must-have companion piece to the DVD,
the enhanced CD also offers more than 20 pages of
lyrics, access to the games website, music videos,
and maore. New Line Records (www.newlinerecords.
com). More: www.hairspraymovie.com. —N.F

East Side Story

EAET SiTE Easily one of lhg most impressive,
o #eRy guerall well-made independent gay ro-
- mantic comedies to grace JutSmart's
)| DVD player in a while. Diego waits
tables at his grandmother's Mexican
restaurant in LA. and lives in the
%% closet, When a white openly gay
couple moves next door, Diego falls into mutual atiraction
with his new neighbor, Wesley, who encourages Diego to
come out of the closet and follow his dreams of becom-
ing a chef. = 2006. Directed by Carlos Portugal. = From
Walfe Video (www. WolfeVideo.com). —Review: E.D.

Abomination: Homosexuality and the
Ex- l'-'ﬂjf Movement

- e /s ane report put it in this docu-
mentary, *...more than 477,000
health and mental heaith profes-
sionals have all taken the position
that homosexuality is not a mental
disorder and thus there is no need
for @ "cure.” Four gay Christians
are interviewed who attempted “reparative therapy,”
the conversion of homosexuals to heterosexuality,
including the mother of a lesbian who eventually
committed suicide in response to the pressures to
change. = 2006. Directed by Alicia Salzer, M.D. =
From the Association of Gay and Leshian Psychiatrists
(www.aglp.org). —Preview: E.D.

Trantasia

Trantasia offers a compelling,
behind-the-scenes look at the
lives of six transsexual ladies as
they vie for the title of “World's
Most Beautiful Transsexual” in
Las Vegas, Nevada. A must-have
l ' for all who follow the transgender
pageant circuit. Even those who don't will enjoy the
candid personal interviews as we visit the ladies’
hometowns and meet their families. Best part of
all: short clips of the ladies after the pageant with
some |osers so bitter, you can almost taste them! =
TLA Releasing (www. tlareleasing.com). More: www.
trantasiathemovie.com, —Review; Vanity Wilde

I ﬂon’r Want to Sleep Alone
A little hard to follow, this tale
§ set in Kuala Lumpur finds Hsiao
Kang, a young drifter, beaten by
con-men. Rawang, an immigrant
R worker, happens upon him and
nurses him back to health, sharing
his tattered mattress with him.
Chyi, a waitress, meets Kang and takes a fancy to
him. Together, the two men and woman develop an
erotic love triangle, » 2006, Written and directed by
Tsai Ming-Liang. Chinese Mandarin, Malay, and Ben-
gali with English subtitles. = From Strand Releasing
(wwaw.StrandReleasing.com). —Review: ED.

Rock Haven
Brady, a devout 18-year-old Chris-
tian, moves with his mother to
northern California. There, he
& @ meets and falls for his neighbaor,

+ = Clifford. The two are diametric
M opposites, Brady a conservative
and Clifford a free-spirit. What's

maore important: Brady's beliefs or his and Clifford’s
budding romance? « 2007, Written and directed
by David Lewis. » From TLA Releasing (www.tla
Releasing.com). —Preview: E.D.

Boy Crush

What could be more entertaining than a film about
gay romance? How about a collection of short films
about gay romance? Seven shorts totaling over —+

TR

Bunnes

onthe

Bayou

HOUSTOMN. TEXAS

www.bunnies.org

!

REEZE THE
DAYE!
SnoviBunnies 4
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LGBT Al
B COMMUNITY &3 -

FINANCIAL PROTECTION BEGINS

WITH A PROPER PLAN. rhi"",.-
(ACTUALLY AN INFORMAL CONSULTATION) w

2all Richard Dickson
Financial Advisor
Financial Planning Specialist s

5555 San Felipe. Suite 1625
Houston, TX 77056

(713) 821-3081

| hitp:i'fa smithbamey.com/rdickson

| Thanks
OutSmart Readers
for voting me
Best Financial Advisor

i,
citigroup.

SMITH BARNEY

Order Your Holiday Treats Today!

May your holidays be filled with
hope, love and plenty
of sweetness.

Visit Dessert Gallery, online or
at one of our locations for:
» Seasonal Cookies & Cupcakes
« Holiday Desserts
« Client Gifts

Kirby (713) 52
Post Oak 5

Sugar Land {713) 960-4400 A
oo
v

www.dessertgallery.com
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THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON SCREENING

Iq there someone in vour life who simply cannot be peeled from that huge flatscreen
you bought as a gift last vear? Instead of weaning your loved ane from suckling
on the boob tube, give something that will vield hours of viewing together. Here are

a few collections that entertain, educate, and seintillate, —ED.

Little Britain:

The Compilete Collection
Learn everything you've
ever wanted to know about
the strange inhabitants of
the legser-known crevices
of Britain, Also, in their
farewell special, the bi-
zarre characters played hy
openly gay David Walliams
and openly straight Matt
Lucas travel the globe. But
the real adventure here is
the documentary following
the Little Brits through
their Australian tour,
wherein they meet their
idol Dame Edna. (When
Matt Lucas tells her he has
a civil union with someone
named Kevin, the Dame's i "‘~M-
response is classic.) Also in
the extras is their hys-
terical live contribution to
Comic Relief. * From BBC
Worldwide Americas (www

E

SIMPLE

BBCamericashop.com).

Uncorked!

Wine Made Simple
Openly gay eulinary expert
Ted Allen (Queer Eye) takes
us on a tastefully tasty
tour of wine and the wine
country. In his six-part
series designed for both
the oenophile and neophyte
alike, Allen starts off with
a basic explanation of the
world of viniculture, then
takes us through Napa Val-
ley, Sonoma, the Central
Coast, and France, After
that, vou're ready for the
extra features including
cooking demos and pairing
info. * From Adirondack
Pictures (www.adirondack
pics.com).

Dante’s Cove: Guilty
Pleasure Collection

As if the first two seasons
weren't enough of a fix of

this sexy, campy, super-

natural gay series,
there's more. Take the
soap opera horror and
mystery and add the
never-before-seen pi-
lot episode, The mys-
tery and treachery on
this seemingly peace-
ful island resort just
got more deliciously
devious. * From
Genius Products, Inc.
(www.geniusproducts.
com).

Queer as Folk:

The Complete Series
This 28-disc holds
every episode from all
five seasons, a cast re-
union shot in '07, and
the first two episodes
of The Tudors to

yield a total running
time of over 70 hours,
enough to literally fill
a three-day weekend.
The groundbreak-

ing series about the
lives of a group of gay
friends in Pittsburgh
presents an honest
depiction of gay life
and tackles critical
social and pelitical
issues with a style
that is both sexy and
endearing. * From
Paramount Home
Entertainment (www.
paramount.com).

DVD/VHS Shorts 727755 ¢
100 minutes include Hitchcocked
from the U.8., with yet another take
& on the shower scene, and Germany's
Out Now, about a bay bullied by his
=8 classmates when they leamn he's
m been crushing on a candy kiosk
sz Worker, + From Wolfe Releasing
(www.WolfeReleasing.com). —Preview: E.D.

Sicko

s There's lots of talk these days about

?il:KC!__ the role the feds should take in
providing health care. In his most
recent documentary, Academy Award
j winner and provocateur Michael
Moore provides excellent talking
points supporting the outrageously
progressive notion. In addition to the doc itself, fabulous
extras include "Who Would Jesus Deny?” “What If You
Worked for G.E. in France,” and more rabble-rousing
shorts. Dog Eat Dog Films, Ine. (www.michaelmoore.
com). —Review; Nancy Ford

Pm;ec! Runway: The Complete Third Season
The popular fashion-based reality
show that gave Houstonian Chloe
Dao’s career 2 mad boost gives its
. fans a seamiess view of international
MW supermodel cum hostess Heidi Klum,
fashion icons, and 15 fashion icon
wannabes. Watch the rebellious
Jeffrey Sebelia, the free-spirited Uli Hezner, the
urban Michael Knight, and others as they compete for
fashion fabulosity. = From Genius Products, Inc. (www.
geniusproducts.com), —Preview: E.D,

Nick Swardsen: Party

wc- el The young Stand-up comic also
1 knawn as Terry, the raller-skating
gay hustler on Reno 917, shows
us how he’s grown with this pair-
ing of his Comedy Central spe-
cials recorded in 2000 and 2006.
Swardson defends using the word “gay” derisively: “I'm
sorry, but how else am | supposed to deseribe a fanny
pack?" The accompanying CD includes stand-up and
sketches. FYl: Swardson plays a supporting role in the
yet-to-he-picked-up pilot Gay Robot. He also does Gay
Robof's vaice. The pilot can be found on MySpace and
YouTube. = From Comedy Central (www.comedycentral.
com), —Preview; E.D

The Best of ‘The Colbert Report’

Extracted segments of the show,
like “The Word" and “Better Know
a District,” tout Colbert's knack for
conservative news show parody.
Certain vignettes are strung together
for the sake of following story lines,
like the baby bald eagle thal was
named after Colbert which spread its wings only to flee
the country (shockingly) for Canada. = From Comedy
Central {www.comedycentral.com). —Review: ED. H

Robert

Snellgrove

lcsw
Counselor « Psychotherapist
713.522.7014
www.robertsnellgrove.com

4200 MONTROSE + SUITE 540

Alamo Title Post Oak would like to
Thank the OutSmart readers for voting us
one of the Best Title Companies.

Alamo Title

Post Oak Division We look forward to working with vou!

2801 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 108]

713.993.2986

Garol Reese Ran Martinez Laurie Graef Seott Wendland rumherl Davis

INTRODUCING ¢ /
THE TRULY RANDYO)/ UL
Sexy. Now you can feel that way without anything on but vour
Randy Min

Listed in Houston’s Top Doctors, Dr. Mitchmore crafis each
smile to fit the unique personality and style of every patient

He is also a highly trained, experienced cosmetic dentist with

advanced dental education 1o offer the skill and expertise you
expect and deserve
LifeSmiles offers & cc -r|',|||'1’1t nsive menu of innovative and

from a quick brightening

elegant treatment options — everythi

o !-||.|I‘.| 1T !lll:\'_lll o add a smile to your birthday suit

Call today for your private consultation, or visit us online at

wiww. lifesmiles.us.

DR. RANDY MITCHMORE. BECAUSE A RANDY SMILE IS
ALL IN THE NAMI

h“OLFESMILEb

NTISTRY AT TS FINEST

1722 W. ALABAMA ST.HOUSTON, TX 77098

713.592.9300 - WWW.LIFESMILES.US
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Television
by John Stiles

YOU CAN HANDLE THE TRUTH

Out playwright Tony Kushner speaks the truth in this doc airing on PBS

the ones who live in the wormhole
in Star Trek's Deep Space 9, but the
ones who stood outside the city cursing

I‘\rv always loved the Prophets. Not

the uncaring, evil ways of the people.
They had everyone’s number and weren't
bashful about speaking the truth.

“Speak the truth” was how Tony
Kushner ended his commencement ad-
dress to the 2002 graduates of Vassar.

As is his wont, he read his own words

at breakneck speed, as if he couldn't

wait to be done and off the stage. His
magnificent address is one of many high
points in Frieda Lee Mock’s documentary
airing December 12 on PBS' E(O.V. The
20th anniversary of the original television
documentary series concludes with Mock's
Wrestling with Angels: Playwright Tony
Kushner. She tells his story in three acts
and an epilogue. Through her lens we see
the ereative process, introspection, action,
hilarity, and a prophet at the height of his
powers.

If vou're busy December 12, stop what-

ever vou're doing and tune in to the last
20 minutes to see the epilogue. If you're

L

Tony's truths: Playwright Tony Kushner in the docu-

mentary Wrestiing with Angels.

lucky and can see the two-hour program

in its entirety. vou'll see large parts of
three of his plays: Homebody [ Kabul, about
a woman traveling in Taliban-occupied
Afghanistan (which he wrote before 9/11);
Caroline or Change, nominated for a Tony
Award for Best Play of 2004 and set in
Kushner's hometown of Lake Charles,
Louisiana (see—you can be from anywhere

and be great); and the play that earned
him a Pulitzer, Angels in America.

But Wrestling with Angels isn't about
his work as much as it is about him. He
heads for Texas at one point and shares
his apprehension about being around
“all those scary Texans.” He meets with
a small group of students at Southwest-
ern in Georgetown and the result is
heartening.

Heartening marks Wrestling with
Angels as it marks the life of Tony Kush-
net, our very own prophet. Although I've
admired the Prophets for their work, 1
don't think I'd want to spend much time
with one, what with all the stridency
and judgment that normally accompanies
their work—until I saw Kushner in this
film. This is a prophet I'd have over for din-
ner. And I'd make sure | had a pen and pa-
per handy. This guy knows how we should
live, and he's happy to tell you. Take notes.

Airs Wednesday, December 12, at 9
p.m. on PBS (www,pbs.org).

John Stiles (www, johnwstiles.com) writes regu-
tarly for OutSmart magazine.

PBS HAS HOMOPHOBIA & HBO HAS GEORGE MICHAEL

‘The Paper’

ensationalism vs. hard news, ethics vs. objectivity, commercialism vs.

integrity—all are issues facing Pennsylvania State University students
as they publish The Daily Collegian. Watch these young journalists grow old
before your very eyes as they attempt to balance issues like homophaobia
and racism with football scores and shrinking readership. This documentary
by Aaron Matthews airs December 11, 9 p.m. as part of PBS' Independent
Lens series (www.houstonphs.org). —Preview: Nancy Ford
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Two gay couples kissing sparks a homophobic
letter-writing controversy in The Paper (left),
Meanwhile, a cap-clad George Michael joins Ricky
Gervais in Extras: The Extra Special Series Finale. L

‘Extras: The Extra Special Series Finale’

arrying with it the appropriately wry greeting, “Bloody Merry” is

the second season’s last installment (and series finale) of Ricky
Gervais' best effort since his highly successful export, The Office. Guest
stars George Michael, Clive Owen, and other British luminaries help
“Andy Millman" bid his adieus in high style. The extended, B0-minute
episode debuts December 16 with repeats throughout the month on
HBO (www.hbo.com). —Preview: N.F W
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THE FAPER

TERRE COFFMAN

Bringing you the BEST of URBAN LIVING

uxury living in Deed
Lﬂeslricled Inner  Loop

neighborhood, Beautifully
designed new construction by
Luxen Homes. Center Gallery
Hall. Formal Dining Room with
Butler's Pantry. Library with
Pocket Doors and Cast Traver-
ting Fireplace. Thermador Gour-
met Kitchen. Spacious Living
Room. Four Bedrooms. Three
full baths. Master Bedroom
with private balcony and master
bath ‘to-die-for'. Oversized Eu-
ropean door-free shower with
duel dressing areas and private
toilets. Eight-foot Knotty Alder
Interior Doors & Elevator shaft.

2016A West 14th Street
Clark Pines in Houston Heights
VLS #1024543 «+$750,000

713.866.7805

www.terrecoffman.com

UNITED, REALTORS

Pei Wei Asian Diner.
Warm. Inviting.
With Great Taste.

Dine in or easy take away.
Great taste is close to you.

JIOJi'“ T‘he eﬁ@Wa!
at 4826 Washington

B
Voted Best Gym

=

Voted Best Chiropractor

—OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 2007
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GrooveQut
by Gregg Shapiro

MAKING THE CLIKS CLICK

Chatting with front man Lucas Silveira, in Houston with the band this month

ueer bands are becoming more and

more visible and are finding ways

in which to distinguish themselves
from The pack. The Cliks do =0 in a couple
of ways. Musically, the group's sound has a
harder rocking edge to it than some of the
others, which goes a long way in setting them
apart. Also, having a transgender front man,
as The Cliks do in Lucas Silveira, is the kind
of thing that is destined to earn the hand
more attention. The Cliks, whose debut disc
Snakehouse (Silver Label/Tommy Boy) was
released in April 2007, was one of the acts
on Cyndi Lauper’s multi-act True Colors tour
last June, and 1 spoke with Lucas shortly
before he and The Cliks hit the road (at
Fitzgerald's in Houston on December 13).
Gregg Shapiro: Nine of the 10 songs on
Snakehouse are credited to you as writer.
What can you tell me about your songwrit-
ing process?
Lucas Silveira: It kind of depends. Every
song 18 different. But I can do something as
simple as sit in a room—I usually just kind
of like to be on my own. I'll sit in a room and
come up with something that's knocking at
my gut. | can come up with the guitar first,
then the lyrics after or a melody first, and
then add guitar. Sometimes I'll have a tune

GrooveOQut Shorts

Billie Holiday

Lady Day: The Master Takes and Singles

How can anybody be so bitter, and yet
so sweet? Ah, Billie, In this handsome
four-CD set, we get Lady Day in a
razor-blade smoath collection spanning
from when she was a young singer first
discovered in 1935, to 1944, when she
started to use the hard stuff, and her
life and her voice began to crack. Ac-
companied by copious jazz info and essays in a glossy
collectors’ book, this overview of Billies best has been
remastered to produce the most hearthreaking clear
reproductions of the blues diva’s siren songs that we've
yet to hear. (Although be forewamed, because only
Holiday's Columbia recordings are included, there are
strange omissions, such as the absence of “Strange
Fruit") Holiday was openly bisexual, and among her
rumored Hollywood hookups were both Orson Welles
and Tallulah Bankhead. Other rumors from this lady
who sang the blues: She would hire female prostitutes
for what she called a French Kiss, although only one
tongue was involved, and it wasn't Billie's. = From
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Clik this: The Cliks, with front man Lucas Silveira
(in white T-shirt), perform on December 13 at
Fitzgerald's with Girl in a Coma.

Columbia/Legacy (www.columbiarecords.com, waww
legacyrecordings.com). —Review: Ann Walton Sieber

Mary CGutrufello
35
— The growling Miss Mary rocked the
=ama 7007 Houston Women's Festival with
selections from this indie production,
and rightly so, with winners like the
driving “Bring on the Night’ Cutrufel-
lo penned all the tunes on this sold
collection, except for her strong rendition of Springsteen's
“Take 'em as They Come." If “I'll Still Love You Forsver”
doesn't break your heart, maybe you don't have one. www.
marycutrufello.com. —Review: Nancy Ford

e

Guy B.
Within Me

It's always a hit warnsome when-
ever GO art prominently features
the artist’s physicality. That said, the
openly gay Guy's perfect torso and
butt likely helped land the title track's
758 video on Logo's music video rotation,
So, enjoy! Seli-produced (www.guyb.biz). —Review: NF

in my head that I'll be humming for days. 1
actually have this cell phone that records

stuff, so a lot of times 1 end up singing stufl

into my phone. [Laughs/

So people see you walking down the street
doing that, and they think, Wow, that’s so
sweet! He's singing to someone on his
cell phone.

(Laughs] That's funny!

Whao would you consider to be your biggest
musical influences?

I think in the last few years Jeff Buckley
had a huge impact on me. My roots are
kind of all over the place. I listened to the
Beatles a lot when I was a kid because of my
parents [and] a lot of old rock and roll like
Kiss, Blondie, The Pretenders. Then when 1
got older I listened to a lot of R&B and soul
music. | listened to a lot of Motown. Some
Concrete Blondie, and Motley Crue and Ozzy
Osbourne. I kind of go all over the place.

I'll say! That's interesting because a number
of the songs, including “Misery]’ “Eyes in
the Back of My Head,” “Start Leading Me
On,” and “Whenever,” have a bluesy qual-
ity to them.

Well, 1 listened to Jimi Hendrix religiously
for about two to three years of my life.

The Cliks also do a cover of Justin

Betty Buckiey
1967

*Eas Even after a Broadway career
that has included Cats, for
Grizabella's sake, Buckley's first
& ¢ album, recorded when she was
the 18-year-old former Miss
Fort Worth, has only now been
released. It is a delight. Among the best of the joyous
tracks: a bouncy version of “One Boy," from Bye,
Bye Birdie. Playbill Records (www.playbillrecords.
com). —Review: Tim Brookover

Angie Stone
The Art of Love & War
Stone addresses all three topics
on this largely self-penned CD—
sex, politics, and religion—that
polite people don't discuss in
“h=#= public, and she does it right.
| Her delightful “My People,” with
James Ingram, with its surprise ending, should be
required listening for everyone with a voter's regi-
stration card. Stax Records (www.anglestoneonline.
com). —Review: NF. —
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lr‘s'lan'l:e El Amor”

* Lacex

* Leather

* Lingerie

* Shoes
12602 Westheimer

& Dairy Ashtord
281.5978385

*Video/DVD

* 24hr, Preview/Rental

* Swimwear
* Dancewear
* Plus Sizes

* Adulc Novelties

9696 SW Freeway 1367 §. Loop West 8013 Winkler
Euit Bissanast Exit Refiant Stadivm Exit Moaroe/So. Houstn
713.776.2830 713.798.1300 1139415524

www. CarmensBoutique.com

be sexy.. be fabulous

JOIN US FOR NEW YEARS EVE
TABLE RESERVATIONS
CALL FOR DETAILS 713-524-3359
570 WAUGH DR. (@ ALLEN PARKWAY, HOUSTON, TX 77019

WwW UAVALAMPHOUSTON.COM

From your queer birds at QutSmart.
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D) Roland Belmares & D) Mike Cruz
Global Groove: Live 2

IREEEETe==E For those wishing to polish their circuit
party groove in preparation for the White
Party, this release is a fine warm-up.
Features tasty twists from Debbie Holiday
(*Piece of My Love"), Taxi Doll ("Be With
You"), and other thumpa-thumpa stars.
Centaur (www.centaurmusic.com). —Review: N.F

Keyshia Gole
Just Like You

When you team with Missy Elliot and Li'l Kim
for your CO's very first cut, how can you go
| wrong? This R&B/hip hop-py release is a full
| one, with 15 separate cuts including a solid
visitation from Diddy on “Last Night." Geffen
Records (www.geffen.com). —Review: N.F.

Nicole Atkins

Neptune City

Rolling Stone magazine picked this talented
folk/pop artist as one of its Top 10 Artists
to Watch, and for good reason. You'll hear
traces of Roy Orhison, Stevie Nicks shining
through her sensitive, accurate vocals,
especially on the hopeful “Maybe Tonight”
and the dramatic “The Way It Is" Columbia (www.nicoleatkins.
com). —Rewview: N.F

Emily King
East Side Story

- ... Somewhat reminiscent of Joss Stone's
youthful vocal sophistication, but hip-
hoppier, King's solid debut album scores,
especially with "Walk in My Shoes” and her
funky tip of the hat to Bruce Hornsby on
“Alright”” Her autobiographical “Colerblind”
is both catchy and moving. J Records (www.emilykingonline
com). —Review: N.F

Original Motion Picture Soundirack

Across the Universe

ACROSSTHE UMVERSE Songs written by the Beatles (John, Paul,
George, and Ringo) were the inspiration for
the fictional love story in the film Across the
Universe. You may be familiar with the origi-
nal versions, but these excellent rearrange-
ments are worth a listen. Features artists
Bono and Joe Cocker, among many others. Interscope Records
(www.interscope.com). More: www.acrossuniversesoundtrack.
com. —Review; Andrea Rodricks

New Broadway Cast Recording

Producers mounting a new production
of Grease cast their newest “Sandy” and
“Danny” via a televised competition earlier
this year. This CD features them singing
all the faves that made Grease one of the
most successful Broadway musicals in
history. Masterworks Broadway (www.sonybmgmasterworks,
com) —Preview: NE W
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JOYFUL NOISE

Five new CDs make the season merry and tuneful

i

2

ot Ly Bt

MISS RENTS GHRISTMAS

Sl L s £ b idtinoons

TSRy oS

Various Artists
Broadway's Greatest Gifis: Carols for a Cure, Vol, 9

Tony Award winner David Hyde Pierce, Rosie’s Broadway Kids, and
others from some of Broadway's most popular shows come together
for Broadway Cares/Equity Fights ATDS most recent annual holiday
CD project, which to date has raised more than $2.5 million in the
fight against HIV/AIDS. Can be ordered at www.broadwaycares.org
or by calling 212/840-0770, ext. 250. —Preview: N.F.

Patti LaBelle

Miss Patti's Christias

The only thing better than listening to these soulful holiday sounds
from this delicious diva might be if she were cooking for you while
yvou were listening. Contains traditional songs like “Do You Hear
What I Hear” and “Away in a Manger,” four new tunes by the CD’s
producers, Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis, and more. Def Jam Record-
ings (www.defsoul.com). —Preview: N.F

Barry Manilow

In the Swing of Christmas

A wonderful Christmas album that showcases 10 newly recorded
songs by music icon Barry Manilow. Produced and arranged by
Manilow, In the Swing of Christmas features traditional Americana
songs, including his exclusive rendition of “Silver Bells,” featuring
26 background vocals, all performed by Manilow. Available through
December only at Hallmark Gold Crown stores (www.hallmark
com ). —Review: A.R.

The Isley Brothers featuring Ronald Isley

I'll Be Home for Christmas

These classic funksters celebrate their 50th year in show business
with a collection of contemporary Christmas standards and a couple
of newbies (“I'm in Love” and “What Can I Buy You?") written by
the CD's producers, Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis. Def Soul Classics
(www.defsoul.com ). —Preview: N.F.

Choir of King's College, Cambridge

I Heard A Voice: The Music of the Golden Age

The choral selections from 16th-century Renaissance-era composers
provide an excellent soundtrack to your most traditional and formal
holiday events. The 30-voiced choir, which traces its roots to the 15th
century, is directed by John Frasier. EMI Classics (www.emiclassics.
com ). —Preview: N.F. W

\ !‘00\!‘!00 continued from page BG
Pag

Timberlake's “Cry Me a River” Why was that
song chosen for inclusion on the disc?

[ came into the band, one time, kind of
singing it because I had been in a situation
where I was in a really bad breakup. I had a
long-term relationship that ended after six
and a half years. I really connected to the
lyrics of the song. It's a really great song,
and I brought it in. I've always thought that
the song itself, even though it’s great—I felt
a little more aggressive about what was be-
ing said. We started doing it as a band and
when our producer, Mo Berg, came in, he
was, like, “You guys have to put that on the
album,” I think it really fit with the content
of the album. It's kind of a breakup album

[t was pretty much right in there with the
rest of it. It fit the whole mood.

Has there been any feedback from lustin
or his camp?

Not yet. We know he apparently has gotten
a copy. We met his booking agent from Ger-
many named Steven who told us that he gave
him a copy, but we haven't heard anything. It
would be really cool to know what he thinks
of it, actually:

The Cliks performed on the True Colors Tour
in June 2007. How did that come to pass?

Essentially, our record label and our A&R
woman, Rosie Lopez, have been working
alongside Logo, the MTV network who spon-
sored the event. Th:‘_\' have been I.'_‘Nll't'n'l.i'h
supportive of our band. [At the time of the
interview] our video is number one on the
Click List. Also, Cyndi Lauper’s manager
was very into the band and asked us to come
on board. I think it was pretty perfect for a
band like us right now.

As a transgender person, you represent the
Tin the GLBT community. What did it mean
to you to be a representative of the trans
community on the True Colors Tour?

[t was an honor. It's pretty much new to a lot
of people and I think a lot of people are a little
inquisitive about the T in GLBT, because it
hasn't been talked about and a lot of people
aren't very open about, I am hoping that I can
open a lot of people’s eves to this, including
the gay, leshian, and bisexual community,
because, I think on both sides of the camp;,
there's a lot of education that needs to be
done. I'm not there to educate people, per
se, but I'm there to go, “We do this, too, and
we're here, just like everybody else.” It feels
cool and ['m looking forward to hearing what
people have to say

ON THE WEB: Read more of the inter-

view at www.outsmartmagazine.com.

Gregg Shapiro is a pasi recipient of the annual
OutMusic mward that recognizes contributions

hy non-musictans in furthering the work of

GLBT performers

Drive with Pride, Class and Style...

ok dekk
STAR MOTOR CARS

7000 Katy Road * Houston, TX 77024

SEenson
New and Certified Pre-Owned Auto Specialist

713-868-6879

Ask me about Mercedes-Benz

ATTRACTIVE
FINANCING INCENTIVES

Spectacles

on Montrose
('?’f}: tinctive E_:./E wear

4317 montrose blvd
713.529.3937
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ReadOQut

by Neil Ellis Orts

DANCING WITH A STAR

A new bio spotlights the (complicated) life of Rudolf Nureyev

The Life (Pantheon Books) suggests Rudolf Nureyev created,

broke, and then remade that mold in his own image.

Quoted reviews make one think his career was built almost on
stage presence alone—and yet it's clear that his innate talent drew
to him hallet’s best teachers and dancers. He was arrogant about
his artistry and star status—and constantly lamented his lack of
technigque. He pursued his career with a cut-and-burn approach, us-
ing and discarding people as needed—and he agonized over what his
defection to the West cost his family and friends back in Russia.

“Complicated” seems too subtle a word for the portrait Kava-
nagh paints.

It is also a fascinating portrait. Kavanagh's exhaustive research
gives us not only the glamour (appearances by the likes of Jackie 598
Onassis, Martha Graham, Mikhail Baryshnikov), but also personal % N
stories from obscure figures. Readers who know hallet
will receive insight from the technieal terms explaining
Nureyev’s weaknesses and strengths. Those looking
for tabloid dish will be enthralled: Kavanagh does not
shy away from Nureyev's sexual adventures (besides
his famous love affairs with Erik Bruhn and Wallace
Potts, there were endless anonymous encounters around
the world).

Of course, the last chapters are harrowing, as we are
given a stark reminder of that first decade with AIDS.
Nureyev's refusal to quit dancing is painful and poignant,
as is the devotion of his much-abused friends. Julie

II' the “difficult artiste” is a cliché, Julie Kavanagh's Nureyeuv:

kava tt:tgh
In the end, thisis no hagiography, but a page-turning

look at an artist of deep, conflicting passions and charisma to spare.

This is a book not only for ballet fans, but for anyone intrigued hy

Men in tights: Dancing together wasn't the only thing that Rudolf Nureyev (r)
and Erik Bruhn did with each other. A new biography addresses Nureyev's
complex personalities. W many sexual adventures as well as his undeniable artistry and fame.

ReadQut Shorts

A Little Fruitcake: A Childhood in Holidays
David Valdes Greenwood
Da Capo Lifelong Books (www.dacapopress.com)
. Memories of family holidays define
P HE Htljilhi where we came from in a very real way. ‘
Auswriiing 10 A Little Fruitcake, Greenwood shares % The photographs are highly stylized, Lomghorns
the Christmas experiences of a gay Cu- W phantasmagorical, and, well, dreamy,  Victor J. Banis
han boy growing up in rural Maine, Witty See for yourself. —Review: Jack Varsi Carroll & Graf (www.carrollandgraf.com)
and full of characters we all recognize, W Victor J. Baines is the granddaddy
this charming story is sure to becomea  Biting the Apple M8 of gay pulp fiction. Writing as Vic-

retrospective of the French gay duo’'s  sure she can remake Eve into the woman she needs
work of the past 30 years. You can  to be. Biting the Apple deftly shows that the price
N find all of it, and much, much more,in -~ we pay for obsession is the loss of our truest selves.
Pierre & Gilles: Double Je, 1976-2007,  —Review: A.C.

from Taschen publishers, of course.

gay Christmas classic. —Review: Angel Curlis Lucy Jane Bledsoe tor Jay, JX. Williams, Don Holliday,

Carroll & Graf (www.carrollandgraf.com) Lynn Benedict, and Jan Alexander,
Pierre & Gilles: Double Je, 1976-2007 ] : Eve is a kleptomaniac selling grace and Baines brought us such pulp classics
Paul Ardenne, Jeff Koons, Gilles Blanchard, M is obsessed with a poet in Maine. Nick is as CAMP, which infused the whale
Pierre Commoy i q Eve's ex-coach and ex-husband and has Wbt |ames Bond thing with a very gay
Taschen (www.taschen.com) i ‘ spent his adulthood running Eve's life.  sensibility. In Langhoms, Baines gives us a gay pulp
The rather amazing photographic art of Pierre Com- CAFRL Joan was Eve's first leshian lover, and Is  version of the cowbaoy. Full of hot sex amang the mes-
moy and Gilles Blanchard, more widely known as Ea now a high-powered reporter stalking Eve  quite, this is what some people really wish Brokeback
Pierre et Gilles, was celebrated in Paris recently witha & for & story. Alissa is an image consultant,  Mountain had been, —Review: A.C.
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Be Healthy,
Feel Great,
Think Clearly,
Choose Best,
& Be Happy.

Move quickly to your
goals with ease and clarity.
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Underwearll BShigts. Jeweir-y Cologne
Waluhas & More:
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Liberating Law

Jerry W. Simoneaux, Jr.

Phyllis Randolph Frye

Renée Thomason
Happy Holidays tracie Jackson

Lalana Pundisto

José Cuellar

Simoneaux
/ Frye
: Thomuson PLLC

Law Firm Liberating Leaw i

Py et v N L (O
2990 Richmond Avenue, Suite 400 Housrcﬁ Texas 77098
713-227-1717 Fax: 713-522-2610 Infc awFirm.com

www.liberatinglaw.com

Santa made the cummutmant to ms health ti'ns year. and S0 can yuul
Gift certificates are also available.

*Pay yearly rate and ‘WS"]“
get a 2nd year 50% off. “6YM
Join today & beat the price increase! " 1501 Durham

I
Save, save, save! 713.880.9191

“Tour club for details. Offer expires Dec. 30, 2007 WWW. hnusfung]rm.mm
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Outloud

by Sally Sheklow

t the end of the year in
the month of December,
like to take stock, take

some time and remember
That even though much is op-
pressive and hateful,
The world’s full of reasons that
I should be grateful.

I may not have wealth stashed
away in Swiss banks,

But I still have a lot for which |
can give thanks.

My wife and my friends and my
health, just for starters,

And also my freedom from
girdles and garters.

I'm thankful I'm free to be out
as a dyke

And to dress just as buteh (or as
femme) as 1 like.

AFTER THE PARTY, PARTY ON AT

i /n wlirt ,r;f?"';’r /4

The C

2:00 AM. -

DO AM.
RESERVATIONS MANDATORY

Relax at the

THE QUEER YEAR THAT WAS

Sally reflects on 2007

I'm glad I am me, and I'm thank-
ful because it

Feels really good to be out of

the closet.

I'm thankful for Pride day and
queer celebrations

And all of our national organi-
zations

Like PFLAG and GLAAD and
the ACLU,

For GLSEN and Lambda and
Queer Nation, too.

I know it's important to stop
and revere

The shoulders I stand on and
who got me here

My feminist forebears, that suf-
fragist force

Who won me the vote and the
right to divorce.

Who's watching
the kids when
youre away?

Our heroes at Stonewall, those
drag gueens and dvkes

In dresses and heels and on big
motor bikes,

Who fought the police in their
wagons and cars

In the riot protesting the raiding
of bars.

To all who have struggled and
joined in the fights,

For hate crimes protection and
our civil rights,

Who've called on the Congress
with e-mails and notes,

And sent in their money and
spoken with votes.

I'd like to say thanks for our U.S.
democracy,

Except for the fraud and the
blatant hypocrisy

The Christian far right and the
family Bush

Are running a scam that's a pain
in the tush.

Health care’s in shambles and
children are sick,

And nobody's fixing the mess
very quick.

Our billions on war are not find-
ing the answer

To homelessness, AIDS, ar ovar-
ian cancer.

While bigots in power continue
the plague,

Like hypoerites Haggart and
Senator Craig,

Our lawmakers cave to the war-
machine spenders

And balk at a hill to protect our
transgenders, —
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by Glorgio Damiani
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Martini Grill,
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Pet Patrol volunteer organization

committed to helping the limited

income elderly and those facing life

of fine e
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This is not a model!! Lucy is an actual client!

is currently in need of volunteers!

g Walking

plush surroundings.
* [ o
The atmosphere is ; s
lisht and P s : ¢ Per Food Delivery
o T ik . !
B v et Sl’rtlng SV b o

REeserve Your
Tagre For Two

as the soft jazz
b 20 pet patrol(:Z

walting in the
713/523.1965
A PEOPLE PET PARTNERSHIP

hackground.

Expenienced » Bonded » Professional « References

Competitive Rates: $24/day or §12 per visit.
Special 25% Cash, or New Client Discount!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

Best Domestic Auto Dealer
SPRING * WOODLANDS AREA =

1-45 North at Louetta 1113 3816

7 93

PLEASE VISIT QUR WEBSITE AT

W \-.'“'.Tut-;Pu'rP_u ROL.ORG

Ol CONTADT OUR VOLUNTEE

Dinner - Arter Hours

LuneH -

BOOCHRDENATOR,

RyAN JOHNSON AT RYBLATRIOHNNSONEY AHOO.COM

106 WESTHEIMER @ BAGBY
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HardCore Pilates
- will ge! you in and out
8 3 in just ‘lmlilr'
i I.rlmlli |

4.~

Gef 8 sessions for Hle pme of 6

Offur good for the month of Datembor

- W’Imf is Pilates?

'il innovative system of mind-body exercise.

* Pilates dromatically transforms the way your body looks, feels and p

ﬂwreﬁw improving mental and physical well-being. I btﬂTds sir

excess bulk, creating a sleek, toned body with slen-

der lhlghsnnd aflat abdomen. ‘

h teaches body awareness, good posture ond easy,

H movement. F;Ih!as improves Hlexibility,

IF; ‘and economy of mation. It can even help
IR :ﬂ;gﬂa back pain. :
L (mﬂlhr what your age-or condition, it will work
~foryou. People who do pilares regutufhr feel they
" hove better pasture, are less prone to injury, ond
experience betfer overall health,

{Our Sundav Buffets are IJack
and hotter than ever!
Every Sunday @ Ipm

Monday, Dec 24‘tﬁ Ep

PARTY WITH SANTA!
* Catered Buffet i
* Free Giveaways
Special Gifts

from Santa @ 8pm

Tuesday, Dec 25th

CONTINENTAL
BREAKFAST

With Special
Treats @ 11am

A PRIVATE MEN'S CLUB
2205 Fannin Slreel » Huuston K 1?13}559 499& . WWw. theclubs com
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Dalton DeHart

PH @‘T O (.‘f H .i& E’HE 2

_____ @ Friends of
: i\ ol VIP Blead

Recent events photos on the website:
* Montrose Softhall League « TGRA » HRC Gala

* GMCH & Bayou City Women's Chorus

* Out at TUTS Night at the Hobby Center

» Act OUT/Alley Theatre » Black Tie Dinner
*Houston Pride Band = And more!

www.daltondehart.com

To DAY BY Darron DeHart

713-622-2202

Houston's Community Calendar of Events!

‘ visit the H-Town Today website: www.htowntoday.com ]

[m confinwed from page 92

The president says he is earnestly trying

To make it all better, but oh, how he’s
lving,

Yes, lying and stealing and cheating us all

For reasons Gonzales just couldn’t recall.

['m sick of the war and of all the bad news

That makes me disheartened and gives me
the blues.

I'm stressed about bigotry, war, and
injustice,

And cannabis laws that are set up to bust
us.

[ fret over apathy, gloom, and inaection

And how our good minds are so prone to
distraction.

We let media images mangle and warp us

And barely say boo over habeas corpus.

Ag if giving up freedom could be the
solution

To threats to our country and our
Constitution.

It's crazy, it'’s nuts, so much violence and
fear,

And it's taking away what we used to hold
dear.

But here | am focused on all that is wrong,

So I need to remember my “good” list is
long,

Despite the intolerance, greed, and
exelusion,

Sweet blessings abound 1n abundant
profusion.

['ve plenty to eat and clean water to drink

And an outlet to write and to say what I
think.

I'm more or less free to speak out with
impunity;,

I'hanks to my friends and supportive
community.

Tune in and refocus, I tell myself now,
And watch what goes on without having
i Cow,

['ry to stay open, serene and aware-

(Change what vou can, for the rest, say a
prayer.

So even though much is oppressive and
hateful,

I still have a lot for which I can be
grateful.

That's why I take time to take stock and
remember

At the end of the year in the month of
December.

Sally Sheklow is & multiple winner in the Lone
Star Press Awards. She writes and fights for
rights in Eugene, Oregon.

- EXPLORE THE WORLD OF LUXURY
AT ORDINARY PRICES

WITH MORE THAN 10 YEARS IN VEHICLE
PURCHASING CONSULTING,

DENEY STYGSTRA PUTS PEOPLE IN
THEIR DREAM CAR.

Vehicle Selection
MERCEDES
LEXUS
JAGUAR
BENTLEY
Baw
AND MORE
Finance Options
Door to Door delivery

Nevear er a dealership

I didn't reinvent the wheel. | put a new
spin on it." DENEY STYGSTRA
261.501.2264

‘O ot Ve

Retail Services, LLC

25275 BUDDE ROAD # 27 THE WOODLANDS, TX 77380
WWW AUTOMOTIVERETAILSERVICES.COM :  281.501.2264

Steve Melton MS, LPC, LA
Psychotherapist/Counselor

Evening and Weekend Ap

* Anxiety

» Gay/Lesbian Issu
* Depression =« Relationships
* Addiction = Self Esteem

713.560.6496
4200 Montrose

+ Quality Eye Care
* Contact Lenses

* Fabulous Frames

|I ik |I i (15”:'\\
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Yes.
We have
issues...

Subscribe

to OutSmart and never
miss an issue again.

$23 for 12 months
or $40 for 24 months.
Call 713/520-7237
or visit us online at
www.0utSmartMagazine.com
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Time Out with OuTSMmART

SPECIAL FROMOTIONS AND ADVERTIBING

SHOW US YOUR OutrSmaARrT

Summer wishes, wintry dreams with our readers

Ruby Hamilton (I) | =
and Robin Turrell
toted QuiSmary
on an Olivia
cruise to Alaska.

Time Out

Cesar Castaneda (l) and
Welsey Hiatt posed with
their OurSmanr at the
bottom of the Spanish
Steps in Rome.

Shanna Konetzke of
Galveston traveled to
another coastal town,

Santa Barbara, Califor-
nia, with her QurSmart.

JR Valdez (I-r), David
Tauzin, and Les Wood
took OurSmarr to the
coast of the Italian port
of Amalfi while on an
RSVP Vacations cruise.

GOING OUT OF TOWN?

DESTINATION
NAP A PICTURE OF YOURSELF AT YOUR
rodtsb e OUR FAVORITES. SEND HIGH-RESOLUTION

AND SEND 1T TO US. WE WiLL PUBLISH

IMAGES TO EDITOR@OUTSMARTIMAGAZINE.COM OR MAIL PHOTOS TO

3406 AupUBON/HOUSTON, TX 77006.

“We speak your
| cars language.’
@ BEem 2 OB . @ e

Maintenance. Service. Repair.
First Class Total European Car Specialist
Factory-Trained Master Technicians

State of the Art Repair Facility

Autohaus KeHE=

Convenient Powntown shutitle

2815 San Jacinto @ Tuam - Houston, Texas 77004
40 vears in the same location
Convenient Hours: R Sk
(4 C
M-F7am-7 pm 713.659.3393

The
Ultimate
Visual
Experience

Polo Ralph Lauren
Silhouette
.lfll.('lllll':“'u'r KI-’-""‘
Oakley

Adidas

Bollé

Chanel

Crucci

Ray Ban

2.5 Evephonics

Swiss Flex

R.]. Casssidy

OPTICIANS, INC.

58 Years Experience

2900 Westheimer (Next to Chuy's Restaurant)

713.523.8682

; The Law Offices of
Jimmy Doan

Attorney At Law

'Right Store.

- "_'\\\“ —

) Right Price.

Your Kroger Signature store on Montrose
offers one-stop shopping convenience.

v PHARMACY
v NATURE’S MARKET

v ORGANIC PRODUCE

v WINE CHILLER

v FLORAL SHOPPE

v FTD WORLDWIDE FLORAL DELIVERY
v BAKERY

v BOARS HEAD DELI

Injury & Death Cases
Labor & Employment Issues
Criminal Law

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
Call (713) 600-4747

Dne Greenway Plaza, Suite 100 = Houston, TX 77046 = jimmydoanlaw@aol.com |

v ROTISSERIE CHICKEN

3300 Montrose Blvd.
713-526-7865
RX 713-526-1239




Calendar. :....

by Eric A.T. Dieckman

__DECEMBE

Daily (Mon.—-Frl }

HIV Tesling HCHD Thon
free to ”IL |,ulJI|L 9-am-1p
aihil

-.511 Hv_)s PaRK Puu n| 1 Hy

1, ALL STAR NEWS AND VIDEO EMPORIUM, 3415 Katy

, Thurs. 4-8pm; Brazos River Hmnm
hurs. Bpm-12am; CLUB 1415, 1415 Cal
1-1am; CLug Huusror\ 2205 Fani

-1am; EROS 1207 Hou.louf
m GanL SroRTS Bar, 617

: p L-
10pm=1an RlPuJ-m
CORNER POCKET, 817 V

Dally (Sun Frll )

renthood offer

DECEMBER 2007 QutSmart

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING:
a few lines of info about your event; date/time; cost;
Weekly (Mondays) Ineatio .

infaddress; organization name; AND two pl
Grab \'er Par‘lner, Dnll-Sl Dnll T' thythmically a

numbers—one fior CuiSmart to reach you for questions
and one for CutSmart readers to get more info on your
event. Man wro ro: OutSmart Magazine, 3406 Audubon
Place, Houston, TX 77006. Fax iwre To: T13/522-3275.
E-maiL ivro 1o: calendar@outsmartmagazine.com
NO LISTINGS CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER
THE DEADLINE DATE-SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8.

1In sugarsquares@no
Weekly (Thursdays)

Depﬂssmn & ﬂlpnlar Suppurl Grnup. Don't let
order dig 0 I

Harold, )
Seml munthly (Wednesdays)

ﬂleDWnrd (Dinner). Come for ¢ l-"lcu'lt!'ll'g.|r (Tuesdays)

tormation: Lesbian. Dinner.Groupd@)s Nz
Monthly (Saturdays)
Semud Saturdays at Winter 5t. Studios. |

S BYETY SeC0
nang with the
tyles inth

7 (Fri. }
Lost am:l Fnund iMagaxme] 1d M e returns (o

Monthly CSundays}
Liberal Bible 101. E L

vy withalt 2

IT'S A SISTER THING

Memories like the corners of DiverseWorks

isters Becky Beaullieu Valls, a performer/choreographer in Houston,

and Babette Beaullieu Wattigny, a sculptor in New Orleans, present

Memoirs of the Sistahood-Chapter One. Based on their large Catholic
family in south Louisiana, the series fuses the sisters’ individual work with
childhood “sense memories” of family, home, and religion. This first install-
ment of the sisters’ collaborative works includes Babette's 1998 New Orleans
exhibition Trinity I1l, and Becky's choreographic work White Bird, which
premiered in 2004 at the University of Houston. —Nancy Ford

* December 7-8 and 14-15 at 8 p.m.

= $10-815

* DiverseWorks Arts Space, 1117 East Freeway
* 713/223-8346 or www.diverseworks.org

Chicks in a box: At DiverseWorks this month, Memoirs of the Sistahood—Chapter One
features an exhibition of found objects constructed by sculptor Babette Beaullieu Wattigny,
reflecting aspects of her five sisters’ personalities.

The Houston spcn Pet Loss Suppm Grnup provides a

TR

| World AIDS Day events on Dec. 1 include The I
lumination Fropect, the annual dance performance at the
Habby Center. 525-550. Proceeds from the 8 p.m. event
benafit Bering Omega Community Services and the Baylor
Pediatric AIDS Initiative. Tickets: 713/315-2525, wwiliurni
nationproject.org. Religious observances indude a bilingual
World AIDS Day Service at Bethel Evangelical Lutheran
Church (United Church of Christ), 7 pim, hasted with the
Gay and Lesbian Latin Orgamzation and the Center for
AMODS For information on additional events, read the World
AIDS Day preview in the Movember OutSmart (sidebar
to the Carson Kressley profile, *More Than Just a Queer
Eye") or at www.outsmartmagazine.com, Details: www.
worldaidsdayhouston.org,

On Dec. 4, The Rothko Chapel offers 2 noon-1 pm
Catholic meditation directed by Sister Adeline O'Dencghue
of the Sisters of Chanity of the Incamate Word and director
of the Ruah Spintuality Center at the Villa de Matel convent,
This is the concuding program in the "Twelve Moments

A Year of Meditation at The Rothka Chapel” senies. RSYP:
T13/524-9839, www rothkochapel org

Lesbian Health Initiative
in the Resurrection Metropolit
library, Details: 713/426-3

1 Positive Opinion Leaders
o has resumed t the Houston CLAT Com:

munity Center and meets on Dec. 4, 7 pm, and every

Tuesday Info: lennifer Daniels, (daniels@afhouston org

AIDS Foundation Ho

Greater Houston Gl.l'l Chamber of Commerce
ez Dec. 4, 530-8:30 p.m, at Salud!
AW 'th hamberboustonorg

2B1/587-5386, Wiy, :’]rl]ﬁ-:‘FT‘\: L.us[u {l

HIV+ Healing Art Group |

hut, meets on [

y painter Kermit Eisen
-1 BVETY I'n*a\- at

1g on Dec 8,
g:30am, at odist Church

[Dhetarls: 713/5

assisthers

The new Houston Area Stonewall Democrats
-|—'rlt on Dec 11, 6:30 pm, at Ziggy's Healthy Grill
T IJ-lenl Details: houstonareas
icrats@gmail.com

Houston Area Bears hold< its monthly bi
ng en Dec. 12, 730 p.m, at Biba's One's A M
wwww houstonarea

55 meet-
eal Details

Prhfe Houston mazkes avaiable applications for the |
:"l'luf' Parade beginning Jan. | on the organization |
ebsite. Entrants receie parade placement in the order of

their application submission. Details: 713/529-6979, www. |

WUston.org

- Family owned ond operated

- Move in-out/Organizing

- Specialists in detail cleoning

- Weekly, bi-monthly, one-time
- Travel in team with supervisor
- Pocking or unpacking for relocating
- Bonded & insured for your protedtion

- English speaking manager olwoys on sife

- )
f//fﬂ'(‘("

Tl Lriensguiilitly 1 3 g o o

fr

i BIONIE
o S il i

it s decer Y AENT R AT P ANy i

Té House of Tea

713.520.9591
Therapeutic Massage and Yoga Studio

2201 San Felipe
off Shepherd

urbankneads.com

A Pramiare (leaning Servigs singe 1989

YOU OWE YOURSELF
A PROFESSIONALI
HOME CLEANING SERVICE

Free estimate by phane

713.664.9911

In The Tribeca Lofts at 1210 W. Clay 5t,, Suite 4

Experience a Whue ew
Level of Fitness Training
832 - 443 - FITT

The new studio has a unique loft-like feel
with the energy of a gym.

Travel guilt free
while your pet is
at a “home away
from home”...
with a pre-screened

host family. < Ong owner's pel(s) per home

@ Pre-screened for compatibility
< Personalized care in pet-loving homes
lJ

“L Pets Are Inn

www.PetsArelnn.com
Experience this umigue pet lodging alternative today!

Houston | Dallas | Frisco

(281) 651- 7387

*Round trip transportation provided by our Pet-Chandfeurs. Even weskeads!

Miles D. Glaspy LCSWmms -

1973 West Gray #20 713-529-1913
Houston, TX 77019




When a trek down the street isn’t in the
cards, your city dog can take a bathroom
break in style with the “Penthouse Potty”,

The Cosmopolitan Canine

713-523-4700
www.CosmopolitanCanine.com

2200 Montrose

Voted Best
Hairstylist

Outmart Readers’ Chaice Award 2007

Appointmenis
& Walk Ins OK!

515 Westheimer 7.131524-7858
www.hairsalonhouston.com
Mon, - Fri. 10am - 7pm | Sal. 10am - 6pm | Sun. Closed

4 / deep tissue
/ relaxation

10 years experience
insurance
32.1433.3660

now accepting
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Picture Show, 800 Aurora St Information and reservations: 713/868
2101 or www. aurcrapictureshow.org.
8 (5at.)

I'm Dreaming of a Black Christmas. The hippest, most eclectic
mix of dance music slams the haliday season with December's
installment of Dansepare, themed "Black Celebration: Anti-Holiday
Party.” Punk and post-punk; electro-pop, new v d indie and
beyond fill the air the second Saturday of ear of
D's Mi Imr-:., Shoe, and Stacey (the latter two

oth and all things dark and
%30 pm - 2 am at Numbers, 300 Westheimer. 55, SJ Lnil I pm.
51 draft beers and 52 wells all night

PL ING AHEAD

SeEEe T EET s s

January 12 (Sat.)
Kids on Stage Open House. Enc oufage an |rtch in the
performing arts. The th g Kids

& Queer Voices. Mondays, 8-10 pm. Features, news
intenviews, reviews, and commentary. KPFT 90.1 FM, 7
4000,

[ ] lleaq:h ﬂut in Ille Darlmess. I.- u»:tr-r S Or ]|\' tran -:;.:a \der

plaved like it
Wedne

PERFORMING AR'I'S

£ mmmfdenﬂyﬁmﬂ Based on the
Dahl, Sophie is whisked away from her o
middle of the night. From there, it's noth

an amiable 4 -m-l R||r like |,Ldr|.| g

¢ WInuf Breai‘. Tllutef Camp, In 1!

ark on -.tht ter

|'h'|"n' T JI[._ 3
OEﬁnterPerfnmlngAm Camps. [U75 Hu

of Musical Th it perform

§ Cloude Wampler—PERFORMANCE (career ender).
New York-based visual and pm‘nrnuanre arli'»l Claude Wampler
1er lates L= e 0 L

1 flale.‘.\ Infoyresenvations aII' (2238
diversewarks org.
4 Mr. Pim Passes By. /A Milng the author of the Winnie the
continued on page 102

HAVE A HOLLY JOLLY HOLIDAY

A Bay Area Christmas Carol. Dickens
gets a makeover and a present-day set-
ting. $14, $12 for seniors and students.
Through December 16 at Clear Creek
Community Theatre, 18091 Upper Bay
Rd. in the Nassau Bay Shopping Village.
Reservations/info: 281/335-5228 or
www.clearcreekcountrytheatre.org,

A Christmas Carol—A Ghost Story of
Christmas. Scrooge your brains out with
the Alley's spectacle-centered treatment
of Dickens’ Christmas classic. Tickets
start at $38. Through December 29 at
The Alley Theatre's Hubbard Stage, 615
Texas Ave. Info/reservations: T13/228-
8421 or www.alleytheatre.org.

The Nutcracker. If little Clara and
her magical doll have never stirred
your spirits, it's not too late, especially
with this being the show’s 20th-an-
niversary production at the Houston
Ballet. The Christmas tree that grows
to 40 feet makes the trip worthwhile,
to say nothing of the Rat King and all
those Sugar Plum Fairies. $17-5125.
Through December 29 at the Wortham's
Brown Theater, 501 Texas Ave. at Smith
St. Info/reservations: 713/227-2787,
800/828-2787, or www.houstonballet.
org.

Santa’s Elves and the Shoemaker. In
this musical for kids both big and small,
two elves sneak into the home of a strug-
gling, slumbering shoemaker and his
wife in hopes of saving his career and
perhaps their marriage. §8. Saturdays,
December 1, 8, 15, & 22, 2 p.m., at
Express Theatre, 446 Northwest Mall.
Info/reservations: 713/682-5044,

It’s a Wonderful Life: The Radio Pro-
duction. In addition to watching it on
television innumerable times this sea-
son and seeing the Theatre Under The
Stars stage musical, fans of the James
Stewart holiday classic can alse enjoy
It’s a Wonderful Life: The Radio Produc-
tion. Directed by Stephanie Epstein for
Frisco Community Theater, all voices
and sound effects will be done live in the
“studio” with andience members filling
the role of the studio andience. Decem-
ber 6-7 & 13-15_ 8 p.m. $10-%15. 6821
Main St. in Frisco. More: 800/595-4T1TX,
www.FriscoCommunityTheater.com.

The Irish Tenors Christmas Special. The
second most successful Irish touring act
next te U2, these sultans of high-C har-
mony stop by with a holiday inspired song
list. $22-%72. December 7, § pm, at Jones
Hall, 615 Louisiana St. Info/reservations:
T13/227-4772 or www.spahouston.org,

was played when it was first performed.
Afterward, join the Mercury gang for a
holiday party with food, drink, and a silent
and live auction, $32—$59, December 14, 7
pm, at the Wortham Center’s Cullen The-
ater, 500 Texas at Smith. Info/reservations:
713/533-0080 or www.MercuryBaroque.org.
Also in performance

The Jewish Commu- [~
1ity Center’s Gay
* Lesbian Sacial
iroup of Houston's
‘ourth Annual Cha-
wkah Party. This
party coincides with
the fifth night of the
eight-night heliday.
Expect plenty of
wine, food, and mu-
sie, and the return of
renowned caricature
artist “Texas Tim"
Webb, Attendees
are en{'uurage(i to 5

bring non-perishable S )

canned goods to be donated to the JCC's
Meals on Wheels program. December 8,
8-11 pm at a private home. More info:
T13/729-3200, ext. 3298, or Diana Howard
at dhoward@jechouston.org.

houston.org.

The Christmas Revels. Revels Houston re-
lives the seasonal celebrations of America's
founding cultures. Among other items on the
roster are a Native American Storyteller, the
songs and dances of the “Shaking Quakers,”
and the hutirh\' festival of the Caribbean
Jonkonnu. $18-%30, half off for kids 15 and
under, Decemher 8-16, Saturdays at 2:30
p.m. and 8 p.m., Sundays at 2:30 p.m., at
Moores Opera House, University of Houston,
Entrance 16, Cullen Blvd. Info/reservations:
113/668-3303, 7T13/669-9528, or www.rev-
elshouston.org.

t’s a Wonderful Life. TUTS rings in the
holidays with a staged rendition of Frank
Capra’s popular 1946 Yuletide film. See
the story live instead of on basic cable at 4
am. $29-%935. December 11-23 at Hobby
Center for the Performing Arts, 800 Baghy
at Walker. Info/reservations: 713/658-8887,
H88/558-3882, or www.tuts.com.

Handel’'s Messiah. Hear it the way music
lovers heard it when the composer was alive.
Mercury Baroque performs the holiday
standard on period instruments, just as it

HOLIDAY PRIDE
Pride In Action seeks 25-50 volun- ton: Dlear Lalke:
teers to participate in a couple of
holiday charitable efforts. First, the
subsidiary group of Pride Houston
joins the Jingle Bell Express on Dec.
7 by dressing as elves for Santa and
helping to sort toys for children.
Then on Christmas Eve, Dec. 24,
Pride In Action volunteers gather
at the George R. Brown Convention
Center to help with the Houston City
Club’s annual Christmas dinner.
Details: 713/529-6979 = www.pride

December 15 at The
Umniversity of Hous-

2700 Bay Area Blvd.
Info/reservations:
281/283-2560.

Eyeopener Tour-
Christmas Lights.
Take in some gor-
geous holiday dis-
plays, enjoy some
hospitality in some
festive stranger's
private home, and
possibly take in
some blues later in
the eve. $35. December 16, 7-9 pm, depart-
ing from the Orange

e

p.m. Sunday, at Jones Hall, 615 Louisi-
ana St. Info/reservations: 713/224-7575
or www.houstonsymphony.org.

Clandestine Classics. Ars Lyrica's
program of entirely legal—though sel-
dom-heard masterworks by Bach and
Handel—appeages the tastes of those
with a penchant for the classic and ob-
scure. After the concert, head upstairs
to the Founders Club to ring in the New
Year with the annual holiday party,
silent auetion, champagne, and dessert.
$25, $20 for seniors, $15 for students.
December 31,9 p.m.. at Zilkha Hall, 800
Bagby. Info/reservations: T13/315-2525
ar www.arslyricahouston.org.

New Year, New Party. Resuming

the tradition of the January 1 open

house hosted by the late activist and

educator, the Houston Transgen-

der Unity Committee begins 2008

with the inaugural Brenda Thomas

Memorial New Year's Day Social. The

event features a potluck meal. There
is no admis-

Show, 2401 Munger
3t. Info/reserva-
tions: T13/926-6368
or www.orangeshow.
org.

Ho-Ho-Ho-Down to
Holly-wood. Bayou
City Performing
Arts’ annual holi-
day show features
performances from
Gay Men’s Chorus
of Houston, Bayou
City Women's Cho-
rus, and Bayou City
Chorale (combined
voices of GMCH and
BCWC). $19-$%39.
December 18, 7:30
p.m., at Jones Hall,
615 Louisiana St.
Info/reservations:
713/621-7464 or
www.BayouCityPer-
formingArts.org.

Messiah. 'Tis the \

GIFTED GALLERY
At its Holiday Art Extravaganza, the
recently relocated Eastman Gallery
features more than 40 new, emerg-
ing, and established Houston-area
artists exhibiting paintings, sculpture,
glasswork, pottery, and jewelry. The
opening reception is Dec. 6, 6 p.m.
The exhibition opens on Dec. 8 and
remains on view through Jan. 11.
Eastman hosts an evening with the
artists on Dec. 14, 6 p.m. 1110 N. Post
0Oak Rd., Suite 310. Details: 713/688-
6969 * www.eastmangallery.com

sion charge, but
donations are
encouraged for
Unity Commit-
tee programs,
including the
Peggy Rudd
Transgender
Scholarship
Fund. Proceeds
from a silent
auction will
raise additional
funds. The com-
mittee 18 nvit-
ing interested
individuals to
join a donors’
group, Brenda's
Betty Boop
Cirele, in honor
of Thomas and
her favorite car-
toon character
(525 member-
ship). January 1,
2 p.m., Houston
GLBT Com-

season for Handel’s
most famous composition. $19—$65. Decem-
ber 21-23, 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 2:30

munity Center,
3400 Montrose Blvd, Suite 207. More:
www.htuc.org. B
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UNSELING &

Certified IMAGO Relationship Therapist
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor
24 Years Counseling Experience

DENISE O’'DOHERTY

3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 910 » HOUSTON, 77098

(713) 524-9525

New Purchase As

stance & In-Home Set-ups

Troubleshooting, Tune-ups & Tutorials

Hardware & So

832.496.9246
www.pchometech.com

ware Installations

a0

P :ﬁnme'i'ech‘

Visil &alveston Isiand’s
Newesl Aliraciion!

GLBT Visitors’ Center

302 Rosenberd Street
corner of Mechanic Streel

The oificial website oi
(the GLBT Visitors’ Center
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Pooh stonies, penned this yam aboult a traditional English house-
hold thrown into turmail when @ man drops in. The information
he shares with them nearly unravels everyone’s painfully ordinary
lives, 520-535 (previews 510), Through Dec 23 at Main Street
Theater—Rice Village, 2540 Times Blud. Infio/reseniations; 713/524-
6706, waw.mainstreettheater,com, or waw.ticketiweb.com.

# Saucy Jack and the Space Vixens. Unhinged Productions
presents this high-energy, elecironic musical set in a [utun‘..l
cabaret. Melding the audience into the setting, the crowd s actu-
ally seated wathin the bar, making the raunchy score and intense
atma .phrﬂc- just & |t'|r* mere sensational, seedy, and titillati Ing.
Through Dec. 22 at Silver House Theatre, 1107 Chattres St Info/
resenvations: Wi L-p.org

ART/PHOTOGRAPHY

¢ Arts of Korea Gallery. The first and only gallery in the
st devoted to Korean art, this exhibition combines contem

parary Ko artwith traditional works. Opens December 8 at the

Museum of Fine Art's Caroline Wiess Law Building, 1001 Bissonnat

Info: 713/639-7300 or www.mfah.org (en Espafiol. 713/639-7379,

TDD/TYY tor the hearing impaired, call 713/639-7390),

¢ The Buifalo Hunters. Artist Enc Michael Jones r'|5|!asl pho-

tographs are inspired by fairy fales and contemporary ..rnrn See

fyou can 1ize anything from the B

from numerows sources, a single body in one of Jon

m::lJn may have been Jsscrnb ed iru'r mul‘ p e magec "|ruugh

‘ Coﬂ!eupmry Conversations: Robert Ryman, 1976.

This exhibit fod 1 3 singie year in the work of this minimalist

painter. Using only square frames and white paint since 1958, Ry-

the way a painting exists in space and the matenals
2 work on & wall. Through Feb. 17 at the Men

i, 1515 Sul Ross. Info: 715/525- 3400 or E

Q ﬂemm IﬂnMﬂ—Sme Drawings. Krown 1

s s i .r.t'|| 1€ ik ¢ ; comit

and sometimes beas

Jbl_-" in pI Ju

Q Dr. Iloberl 0.
.rq-mhs--‘ artist, Fi

OF Wik
dinary worn

Resenvations rnc| ey " 7

nterpreta

5. Thraugh Jan. 6 at the
Houston M ‘nv Hermann Circle Dr
Info/re
+ l.ll:r’sl.e;arr l'he .l'lldden Treasures oFElMopia. Meet
Lucy, or &t least 5 left of her fg |
of this .jJ ,:_’ |1'|||
of h-

minate the ||rI“I erilage ¢ n' Lucy's homeland
Mt 1| man |_,5 ||_| s m ,.l .]| i 5r ume.;[,

Houston Museun of Matural Scence, One Hermann Circle Dr,
Mare information; 713/639-4629 or weaw.hmins.org.
& Mary Heilmann: To Be Someone. Knovn as an “ariisi's
aftist” for her impassioned following among younger painters,
Heilmann's abstract paintings and sculptures are influenced by
nopular culture and craft traditions. The retrospective [eatures
works from 1967 to the present. An accompanying video featuring
4 soundtrack with influental rock music explares the inspiation
behind much of Heilmann's work, Through Jan, 6 at The Contempo-
rary Arts Museum Houston, 5216 Montrose Biud. More information
713/284-8250 or www.camh.org
¢ Morena Moderna: Virgin de Guadalupe. Practically
everyone knows her image. Some have seen it n person, most have
seen it on clothing, tattoos, art, and the tailgates of pickups. Through
a comprehensive collection of photographic images, see the rever
ence, expression, and emotion she evokes in Se many people. 59
adults, 57 kids 3-11, semars, and college students. Through April
23 at Houston Museum of Natural Saence, One Hermann Circle
Dr. Info/reservations: 713/639-4629 or www_hmns.org.
§ Ornament as Art: Avani-Garde from the Helen
Williams Drutt Collection. This collection showcases a broad
array of national and international pieces from the 1960s through
today. In addition 1o approximately 275 works of jewelry, the ex-
hibit atso holds drawings, watercolors, sketchbooks, and sculptural
constructions of over 175 artists from 18 countries. Through Jan. 21
1 the MFA's Audrey Jones Beck Building, 5601 Main. Info: 713/639-
7300 of waww.miah.org (en Espaniol: 713/639-7379, TDD_’TH for
the hiearing impaired, call 713/639-7390)
§ Otabenga Jones & Assodiates. Four young Ancan-American
artists, who met as students at TSU, seek to address Afican-
Amencan identity pobbics through installation and performance
art Thlr_]uj_gh Dec. 9 at the Menil Collection, 1515 Sul Ross. More
nie: 713/525-9400 or www.menil.org
# A Rose Has No Teeth: Bruce Nauman’s Formative
Years. Though Nauman Is recognized today as one of the most
nnovative living artists today, there was, of course, a tme when he
had to develop his vision, struggling as an unknown, Such works
n conceptual photography and sculpture are on exhibit. Through
an. 13 at the Menil Collection, 1515 Sul Ross. Info: 713/525-9400
o www.meniL.org
¢ Through the Eye of the Needle: Fabric Art of Esther
Nisenthal Krinitz. \While many Holocaust survivors Rave chosen
ta wite their suraval stones, at age 50, Esther Nisenthal Knnitz
chose a umque medium—sewing, Trained dressmaker but
intramed in art, Krinitz create 5. Meticulously
; > and vividl
3 fascinating sense of realism o
( 1t Halocaust Museum Houston,
5401 Ca ] of www.hmh.org
0 hle Strﬂt lrts llarllet 15 an g Heights marke
to display and se y wu||c<~u
| d’\
e 1\|

e SUTE

"3/426-4ART. B

CHEF/OWNERS
NEEDED!

Fine dining restaurant for sale
in Asheville, North Carolina.

000 sq. ft. gnill seats 100, with excellent
equipment package, historic charm, and long-
term lease available. Kitchen designed by
a master chef. Sales price: $200,000

A variety of other restaurants are available
jn the mountains of Asheville, NC
and surrounding areas.

Contact: Jaff Eatherly
B28-2254801
jeffnra@bellsouth.net
Www restaurantstore.com

JOHN CONROY

pihTo o g ap Ny

713-542-8277

www.varsityproductions.com
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Attorney Elizabeth M. Mendoza, PC.
Dedicated to Immigration cases
Experience & Sincerity
* Licensed since 1993, Member in good standing of
the State Bar of Texas, the U.S. Southern District

and U8, Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit
* Member of the American Immigration
Lawyer's Association
* Pro bono attomey/mentor for local non-profits

* Graduate of Rice University and UH Law Center

Representation in immigration cort proge r;."u.l“\'.
appellate prod

hased petitions, rn.'.r.'.'.'n kpericnce in

sexual ortentanon based claims), nan

NACARA, TPS. VAWA, T'& U vivas, "'J-nm\

Reasonabls fees and payment plan

Saturday appointments avalavle. Bilingual.

T13271.8601

0894 Bissannet, Suite 550 » Houston, TX 77036

x m@“ 15 *

MUTT HOWSE

WHERE DOGS HAWE 1 ROWDY GOOR TIME

We Offer: Doggie Daycare
Grooming
Natural Feod Products

713-426-MUTT(6888)

www.MuttHouse.com

1726 W 23rd Street
Houston, Texas 77008

We focus on the Whole Dog!!

Howers Etc. By Georgia
Dr * Housten, TX 77006
713/520-3989

mﬂu.-hmlu to the :u.JlJiit.. » {_l.. -senvice HurihL
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Business News
by Nancy Ford

FIVE GOLDEN RINGS... Club owner Charles Arm chapters next year in Texas, possibly Houston.
strong and his Charles Armstrong Investments will tails: www.continental.com = www.out
host the annual Twelve Days of Christmas charntable professionals.org
it on December 18 at South Beach. At that re
ations for §1,000 WORKPLACE PROTECTION Human Rights Cam
} community nonprofit organizations (st paign Foeundation and the National Gay & Lesbian
nced by press time). Chamber of Commerce has “Small Busi-
ness Basics: How Small Bus Create Fair
GO WEST Male UWear, memm ] Workplaces for Gay, Lesbian,
Montrose's premier shop fc Bisexual and Transgend
ntionabl Employees.” The toolkit is a
ond locatior brand-new resource created
heimer, in l|.' to help small busine 5
i |'rm.| de equal I enefits, em-
[ nent |1I1_|]t ctions, a

an, Armstrong presents ¢
each to

not annd

s releas

Basket

--1..__1| Big sive W
benefiting Bering

IMeg: & for all their employees.
Lommunity AKES F "Each day over 4
£U at 1t % lion Amernicans go
on, 415 D ' 1 at small busine

|I|dl'1 December u 4l

104, De- Male UWear has opened a second location in Briargrove
Center staffed by Jeremy Blake (1), Christian Smith (sec-
ond from r) and manager Kyle Herring (far r). Tim Wilde
(second from 1) is Male UWear owner.

M2M MOVES Trendy clothier M2M Fashion will trar
celebrate the new year in grand style at its new

n and with a new na v known as M2M

459 « winvwy

diversity and inclusio

;'1'\, lesbian, bisexual, ant

oe Solmonese,

yle Lounge, the
Blvd., directly across t

The move meansa 5

s their Iul,: corporate com

tions from o download the guide, log on t
5 and other g/about_us/small-business.asp

accomplished

weal charity gr

stable relationst

Details: wy

Ci 3ys, po! the “lowest gay

VERY FRIENDLY SKIESH yuston-based Contines
tal Arrlines has sig
of New York (

line SDONS0
}-' ionals, the y
group. The sponsors more for products de
m Continental w ) support the gay c
j diffine tickets, according Details: www.newamericandimensions.com/lgbt
nt Michz -

1 _’;.l-f:h ent
o |—,n|,j

JlJ, comp 1II:_ ti |J1

DULIONS INcit
nals presi
2 than 1,200 memi
Qut Professionals celebrates its 25th

Tracy reports that his up intends to e

Tracy
|racy

ationwide Send your business news to
n 2008 QutSmart, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006,
slish or e-mail to lettersioutsmartmagazine.com.

15 IMAGES com

photo by dawvidiew

Your agents.
: Your
advocates.

Auto * Home
Renters - Life
Business

And much more!

6575 W Loop S, Ste 185
Bellaire, TX 77401
www.SchmerlerAgency.com

713.661.7700

FARMERS

The Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency

TECHAUTO

A“‘JT[NAFICIE

l-'.fc'snr.. ized Automaotive Service Catering to Your Needs = Your ‘Dealership’ Alternative

Mt il Institae

AUTOMDTIVE
SEFIVICE
EXCELLENCE

Bobby Harting, Owner

o New State-of-the-Art Facility

» 20 years of Experience Serving the River Oaks, Monlrase, Memorial Heights & Helghts Areas
« Mechanics Specialize in Both Impori & Domestic Velicles

» Qualy, Reliable and Professional Service at Competitive Rates

= Centrally Located with Immediate Access to [-10 and Memaorial Dr/Allen Parkway

» Guarantzed Pars & Services « Towing Service Available, 24 hours

(713) 863-8244
37 Waugh Drive Houston, TX 77007

Monday - Friday 7am - Bpm

PHILLIP N. SLAUGHTER

Attorney at Law

WiLLs & PROBATE
(CoNsSUMER LiTiGATION
(JUARDIANSHIPS

DWI

713-533-0009

820 Richmond Ave.

Not Board Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Houston, Texas 77006




OutSmart Marketplace

« ACCOMMODATIONS « FITNESS TRAINERS
RV/TENTING
< y:hn CAMPGROUND Darren Lynch =58
1 RV Hookups Fitness -

..é‘ 935/894-2030
- RockinRRanch.net
Greal Home Base Rates
Large Pool, Bath Houses/Laundry
6 miles West of TX Ren Festival

RAINBOW RANCH
CAMPGROUND
AND RV PARK
TEKES Largest GLBT

mpground.
Cabln V Sites,
Tentlng‘ Lake,
Pavilion, Pool, Fishing, Boating, etc.
rainbowranch.net +888.875.7596

- CAB COMPANY

LIBERTY

www.libertycab.net
*CHURGHES/SPIRITUALITY

with musicians galone
and geaconal sounds
from madrigals to Broodway
Candlelight celebration
of ihe birth of the
Divine Child within,
Mon, Dec. 24, Bpm

@ f-?bmf' east of

Creative Lifs S _W'm(ﬂ‘iii
creativelife.org + 281.350.5157
= CLEANING/MAID SEHUI{:E

| BRI KAEHLER CLEANING
SERVICE since 1995

L.continually the besti”
Rﬂs[ﬂ'lhd & Commescial

Cafl John 7138616181
ig ;imgmuaﬂsug:tmw

- EMPLOYMENT

DOES YOUR EMPLOYER OFFER GROUP
HEALTH INSURANCE BENEFITS? Why
not? WE DO! B0O Pacific Street: Mataor,
South Beach, JR's Bar & Grill, Montrose
Mining Company. We are accepling applica-
tions for management trainees, bartendars,
door and fioor staff. Offering group health
insurance benefits. TO JOIN OUR WINNING
TEAM APPLY THURSDAYS BETWEEN 1
PM AND 4 PM.

“One of the Best
Fitness Trainars”
- QutSmart

One 2 One
Training Stud
59 & Kirby
832.526.784

+30, 45 and @

-HOME H[MTII SERVICES

EAT ALL DAY AND MELT AWAY. Send §5.00
plus a 9x12 self addressed §1.75 stamped
manila envelopa lo; REH., P.O. Box 1193,
Madisonville, TX 77064,

FOOD ADDICTS IN RECOVERY. GLBT
Open 12 Step Meeling, Every Saturday, 11
am - 12 Noon. Bering Methaodist, Rm 232, back
entrance. foodaddictsi nrecovery.com

- MASSAGE
TIM FLEMING, Lvmr
\\
= -

832.788.0044
massagemasiertim @aol.com
massagemaster aispace com/Massage.himl

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Ta

muscular, masculing, State Licensed. AMTA
Cerified, 12 yrs expernence. Incredible, full
body, high energ. total release massage
Inneroop. &

75/hr. Mike 713/563-9603.

massoge@aal.com
pelinmas sage_cc.m
e 9

= MASSAGE

-
| CL
Mm@
[
=
=
o]
[
1]
n
U
o
=

DPEep TISSUP » SWenIsH

ROBERT RMT
[713] B24-6230

www.twinpix.com/robert

I'uiﬁI«GIC Hﬁ.NDS
281/804-8027

* Aelaxation = Sports§
¢ Deep Tissue

4
832/433.3660
Gift Certifieates AvailaRle
Insurance fecepted 1B
Montroseilacation

'{(f A Mk KHTLEE
“In The Heighis™

Maturity and expenience. Great rates. Reladng,
therapeutic massage in private studio in the
Heights. 10 am - & pm weekdays and
2-10 pm. Call for appointment
202-9786. Visit my website at
w'.w.clds.,n massage com  Four hands
available.

Louis Zamora...
832 + 978 + 6161

LMT

- MASSAGE

DY MASSAGE
42-2399

Centrally Lo:.amd
= Qutcalls ﬂ?
+7 Dayst\ren |4

MASSAGE * Therapsutic = Relaxing » Ron
Howell, Registered Massage Therapist »
In or Out Calls « 7 Days * Noon-Midnight
713/225-0231

A%, DERNA

Yaiorsm
Houston, Tk%t?(;ﬂm%

l
mreonassz dermaglowdayspa.co

HEALING HANDS. Caring & healing hands
with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Bal-
ancing your life by restoring fiow & en-
ergy. Peaceful, relaxing & rejuvenating for
lotal health. RMT#2233. Howard Kanelakos
T13/528-6174.

ad

ssential [ 7]

[e

20% off
your
first visit
with this ad

Alan Davidson = Charles Tuminello
30+ yrs experence

Dave’s Hands
Know More Than He Does
Swedish « Polarity « Shiatsu
Hablo Plenso y Hage Con Mis Manos

832/443-2229

INDIAMASSAGE.NET

SENSUAL

EXOTIC FULBODY
SWEDISH massaGe
CENTRAL LocaTiON
INCALLS ONLY

713 277 8836

!

BEST

"NOW TRY THE

v
X
X |
0
2k
x

www.in

Massage by Thai BOY

KEN-NATURAL BODYBUILDER-sensual
massages, weliness, 6'0° EU-C-It:s muscular
attractive italian, now two locations: Inside the
Loop and West Houston f‘"'.e:v 563-3962

ANICE TOUCH, RELAX-

ATION OF BODY A
MIND BY

ROMAN BODY
MASSAGE THERAPY

ROMANBODY.COM
713-806-2199
Brian, LMt 1o3s0s

- Save Money/Reduce
S‘ll'l::’vlith
December Specials

- Holiday Gift
Certificates Available

Swedish + Deep Tissue
* Reiki* Aromatherapy

= MASSAGE

Massage

By Patrick

Relaxation

Myotherapy,

Swedish and

Sports Massage
13.501.5213

uemana & aol.com

BODYWORK

BY DAN-HANDS
On Massage-Swedish
DeepTissue-Masculine
rivate-Discreet
Montrose Location-In/Out
9am to 10pm-713/857-1009.

Convenient
Montrose,
Upner
Kirhy
Llecation

- MOVERS

STUDENT MOVERS INC.
713-728-4900

A friendly professional
State Regulated Moving Company

Homes, Apartments, Offices

STUDENT

MOVERS L

houstonstudentmovers.com
We sell boxes
& moving supplies

8630 Lipan, Houston, TX 77063
TXDOT #5567308

MOVING?

Apartments + Home - Office
‘W PRICES QUOTED OVER THE PHONE
'W INSURED FOR YOUR FROTECTION
‘W ONE DAY SERVICE
Serving All Of hx.s

Marketplace 1 Month 3 Month 6Month 12 Month
Color Boxed Ad =i 568 S64 558 $55
“One Call Moves It All" B/W Boxed Ad perinen §51 $48 546 43
30-Word Line Ad 536 $33 $30 £28
falT';'-‘t g;?g;‘i%?gg, 1 DonsatETE Deadline: Dec15 for the Jan 08 [ssue, Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX, or Discover
WWW.A-1 Professional Movers.com Or FAX it 713/522-3275. Sorry, we do not bill, Mail ad & payment to: OutSmart 3406 Audubon,
| buddy#A-1Prolsssionalbovers.com Houston, TX 77006-4412_ For more information, call 713/520-7247.

= PET SERVICES/PET SALE
Who's watching

the kids when
you're away?

Pet Sitting %

THE HEIGHTS

Experienced » Bonded « Professional « References
Competitive Rates: $24/day or $12 per wisit,
Special 25% Cash, or New Client Discount!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

Volunteers Needed!
» Dog Walking * Pet Food Delivery
» Vet Transportation

pet patrolZ

A volunteer organization helping
limited income elderly & those
facing life challenging illnesses

care for their pets

thepetpatrol. org
or contact Ryan Johnson
ryblairjohnson@yahoo.com

MINIATURE PINCHER PUPS NEED LOV-
ING HOME -14 weeks old, 1 male; 1 female
$110.00 each. Loving, loyal, intelligent, ador-
able. B32/744-5151.

= PSYCHIC READERS

' Psychic Readings
' by Sabrina
’ Readings in Person |

or by Phone
832.264.4908,

lvfﬂr- uidance & Advice
* Reunite Relationships

~H£ﬁl ESTATE FOR LEASE
MAPLEWOOD/MEYERLAND - Updated
3272 formals., den and study, granite, stain-
less appliances Iarqe‘pr\,er' yard. $2100.00
UPPER KIRBY - 3/2 centrals, hardwoods
huge rooms, island kitchen, siate counters,
urban apt. $1495.00. Agent: Paul Stanley
713/516-6006

= REMODELING/REPAIRS
PAINTING BY RON. Hey Y'all. Tired of
putting off your painting chores, sheetrock
repairs, wallpaper removal? Call for a free
estimate, Excellent relerences upon request,
281/798-0946

* REMODELING
NO JOB FREE

PAINTING * TEXTURES * 832 5673804
- SERVICES
All About
QUICKBOOKS -

Certified QuickBooks Pro Advisor
Let Me Organize Your Finances

832-489-9077 Mary Payne

Houston
713.225.5500
FREE code 4443
CALL NOW!

Far Details Visit

MegaMates.com

ST Frigmaly Cusimmar Caen ¢ REE MagaMains 1B

MANSCAPING IN MONTROSE, Body Wax-
ing and Grooming Saervices. For Man Only.
Same Private Location for B years. Rales
and Appoiniments: Dale at 713/529-5952
Manscaping @aol.com.

- SPECIALTY RETAIL

OVER 25,000 ADULT PRODUCTS sold
al wholesale prices. Visit us at www.
sexplaythingsonline.com

‘ " ALICH T LIFILL:LAIIAIN
Wy orTifechinadif oo

An ad placed in QutSmart magazine reaches
loyal, interested readars. OutSmar's circulation
figures are audited independently by Verfied Audit
Circulation, your guaraniee of an accurale count.

MARKETPLACE AD RATES

Marketplace Classifieds are per column inch. Column inch width is 1,688, Word ling ads are
30 words or less, plus 51 per additional word and 50 cents for all words in bold. Add additional
86 per issue to have your classified ad appear on our websile. Ads can also be placed on our
secure website at www, CutSmartMagazine.com,

106 DECEMEBER 2007 OutSmart DECEMBER 2007 107

CutSmart




utSmart Advertisers

DECEMBER 2007 FOR ADVERTISING INFO CALL 713/520-7237.

ACCOMMODATIONS
Hyatt Regency Houstan
1200 Lodlsiana... o
River Creek Ranch
rivercreekranch.com ... T130592-
Sheraton Houston Brookhollow Hotel
3000 North Loop West ... T13/613-0643
Sand'N Sea Pirates Beach

T13/654-1234

2318

SANONEBE, DO 2 veaes s vvenrssereresrevarres S P
The Victorian Condo/Hote!
6300 SeawallGatveston..., wo BO0/2S

ADVERTISING/MARKETING
Gay and Leshian Yellow Pages
1712 Montrose Blvd ... E =
Gay and Lesbian Rainbow Pagcs

{13/942-D064

281/997-9778
ﬂurSman I'.tnqazinu

3406 Audubon Place . 713(52
AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
Tejas Air Inc ..ot . B32/287-8117

ART GALLERIES/MUSEUMS

Dunkear Galleries

Galleria 3, Level 2. s iian i T13/622

Menil Collection

1515 Sul Ross y e 11 3525-8400
ASTROLOGER

a Lifly Anddy Astrology
10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL REAﬂmbb

Ef49
14

____ ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
James J. Burnett, Attorney
14080 Soutwest Fwy, Ste 300 281/201-8116
Law Offices of Jimmy Doan, Mturney
y Plaza, Suite 10 1
Elizabeth M Mendnr.'l
9894 Bissonnet .
Simoneaus, Fryt :mu Tharm ason PLLF.
www sftlawfirm_com i
Phillip N, Staughtter, Alormey at Law
820 Richmond 713/533-0009
Vethan Waldrop, PLLD
wwhalasw. com
H.nqehnn M. Zinn, Attomey at Law

VB00-4747

Aloans

g ﬁ.UTDMEITILI'[ HEPMRS
AutoHaus K&H
2815 San Jacinto @ Tuam . 113/859-3393
Ie_ch Auto Mai

37 Waugh [

AUTOMOTIVE SALES

lduznlﬁgt BMW/ Midtown

101 San Jacinto @ Gray 0.1 200
lutﬂ-mnﬁv! Retsil R‘-ﬂnlcﬁ;’l]nnry Styqsh;
AutomotheRetaliSerdces com #1/501-2264

tiey of Houston

1530 West Loop Soutt
Gillman Mitsubishi
gilmanadnn. com
Momentum Yolkswagen
2405 Richmand 113/596-3300
Planet Ford

BEH/14-94T1

20403 |-45 North
88

otl Sprouse’S.
Sand Dollar AuioPhex/John Nagy
8020 Broadway, Galveston e SO0 T44-5T1
Saturn of Hnuslun
noustonsaten. cod ressnis | BOO-4-SATURN
Star Mator Cars/ Mntrnnns Banz/Rick Benson
7000 Katy Rd 713/868-6870
Sterfing MeCall Acura/Mika Chan
10455 Southwest Fray 713/806- 23685

__ BICYCLE SALES/SERVICE
B!ul,' Lu]e Elq'l:le Laboratory

Show your OutSmart Pride Card and get special discounts, free

admissions, and exclusive offers from OutSmart advertisers!
(Look for the % pride card and merchant offer)

TRK Fitness/Steve

5t Paul’s United Methodist Church 4676 Beachnut U J13/667-7072
5507 Maln.......... e 1137528
GLEANING SEFt"."ICES : FLORIST

Perfection Plus Service oo Flowers Etc By Georgia

713/664-0911 TATBWENGN oottt iseiesncin 13

CLOTHING I —_ GARDEN/NURSERY SUPPLY

Gatwelk Buchanan's Native Plants
1431 Westheimer 611 E1TI S T13/867-5702
M2M
Montrose 713/521-0804 I GROCERIES
Male UWear Kroger
415 Westheimer ... = 1130527 -5 3300 Montroge 7 | 3526-TEBS
6134 Westhaimer = e
Stud-1t Dut Clothing HAIR/NAIL/SALONS
SHHOULEOM . eeees ererrsmmmmrsrrronerres B2 GBI~ 1350 NU-Cuts Hair Salon

__COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
AIDS Foundation Houston

713623

arts.org 713/521-7464

Bunnkes On The Ha]lr.m
Bunnies org

Ga]r B Leshmn Cnmmunlin' Center

1/524-3818

CUMF‘UIEHS.-‘INTERNET i SERUICES

Computer-Wiz
Compuied-wiznet
Copy.com

1201-F Westhemer
PC Home Tech
gtech.con

CORSTRUETE

INHOME

More Spoce Place
ston.com..

T

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
2020 Emertainment
2020 Ledand ch
Chances The Barm/GeSpot
1104 Westheimer
Grand 1894 Upera House, The

Eu.‘nu L.||I1|.|
570 Waugh Or ...

JR's/Sants Fe
808 Pacific T13521-2518
Laff Stop Comedy Ghub

26 Waugh Drive f13/524-2333
Metsor
2306-08 Geneses
Montrosa Mining Company
805 Pacific 713/520- 7488
Ranch Hill Saloon
24704 1-45 North, Spring 281
South Beach
810 Pacific Streat
Theatre Under the Stars
tuls.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES _
ﬁ:lm:prl:e Financial/Jonathan Denning
& Robbins Or, Ste 430...... 281/3
Emgroun Smnn Barnsw Rick chlﬂ ]

55 San Felipe, Ste 1625 F13E21- 3067
EJU@HJ’WIIHE Advisors
1225 N. Loop West, Ste. 1030 7137868
Haln'luns Laakso Eruup
777 Post oak B

219 WEHs Fargo
CATERING FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS
Catering by George Club Houston, The
yummy@eateringbygenrge.com ... 71 2205 Fannin thechubs. com

CENTERS/TEMIPLES _

CHURCHES/SPI L
AII Saints Ca!huuc Church

215 E 10 - 713/864-2653
Barllru Memaorial
1440 Harold ST e T13/526-17
Creative Life Spiritual CLnu.r
5328 Spring-Stusbner.................. 281/350-5157
Resurrection MCC
2025 W 111h 5t 7138610149
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Crew Health & Fitness

4826 Washmglon ,
Hardcore Pilates/Wayne Davis
3707 Kirby £436 i B32/338-809
Houston Gym

1501 Durham .. 713/880-910
Coach Kimmie Sports Studio/Kimberly Marler

713/B02-CREW

1210 W Clay, Ste 4 ... . B32M443-FITT
Musele Mechanics/John Aaron
3334 Edloe T13/%63-0809

515 Westheimer T13/524-7858
Homan Hair Studio

2602 Whitney T 1A522-85T8
White Sakon

320 Wesl Gray... . 713/524-7100

~__ HEALTH CARE—GHIROPRACTIC
Alemative Health/Jackie Doval, M.5.,0.C
404 Westheimer T13/M27-9355
Chimney Rock Chi ptactlcmn‘ Kel Icl, D.¢
13781 4
Kirby Health&Weliness G:ntr_'r.l‘lrnmth W tnslnr
3930 Kirby Dr., Ste, 108 ... T13/526
Menard ChiropracticByron K Mnnard B.C
1400 Montrose, Ste 550... e 1 13526-5850

=525

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY

Bering Support Network

1440 < P il 126-101T

Tony Carroll, LMSW M}F‘

1006

0. “Woodja" Hanlgan MS LFA
F600 Southwast Fay,

IJnmEI R. Garza, MD
2990 Richmand, Ste 428 281/610-819

D avid Genac. Phi

713/809-3769
Miles Gms.uy u:5w
713/528-1913

Enna El'.'l'p'. LMSW-I\.EF. G. L., CSAT

4200 Montrose T14/622-7T014
Stove Meltan, MS,LPC.LMFT
4200 Montrose, Ste 540 7 13/560-6406
Denise 0"Doherty
3730 Kirby, Ste 910 F1AA24-0521
Robert Sneflgrove, LMSW-AGP
4200 Montrose, Sie 540 TIAA22-T04
D. Scott Stankey, MS lMFI LPC

1458 Camphbe ¥. D1 o a0
Jeff Vannice, PhD
1415 N Loop Waest, Ste T8O T13/426-4455

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
Bruce W. Smith, DDS
1006 Missour 713/520-4364

Logan, DDS, PA

530

AU
LifeSmiles/ mlh Mitchmare, DI!IS

L]

722 Wi i R o
River U.!ks ElllL Dnnu'.u-.l
1930 W Bel 7

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES/PRODUCTS

City of Houston/Medical Monitaring Project
haustonty. govihealth/epidemiology/hmmp/index
himl

City of Houston/HIV Prevention r‘||r1|'\'-1|
houstongrevent.org BEB/S18-5330
Huustnn Buyer's Club Nutritional %uunlemr-n!s

24 Yoakum

Lcu:u:v C.umrnllnrt:.- Health Srnrlces
1] 5 Wll
Montrass Counseling Genter
401 Branard

51 Hope Foundation
offeringhope.org 713/839-1111

713/830-3000

T13/525-0037

HEALTH CARE-MASSAGE THERAPIST

Alan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch

£ e, 713/942-0923
Avalon School of Massage
2990 Richmond, Ste 200........
Ken Clawda, AMT

T13/333-5250

Ryan Fugate, RMT
Ryanmassageworks.com ..
Joel Leal, RMT
......................................... 713/397-5808
Ron Moss, RMT

T13/260-7826

g s e . B32/433-3660
Deavid Tritico, RMT

1140 Smith B32/274-3853
Urban Kneads
2201 San Felipa ... ..... 713/520-9591

Your Body in Harmony/Josaph Moore, LMT
[fmoareé7@gmail.com

_HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

Houston Eye Associates/Stewart Tuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101 113668-9118

_HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS _
Eye Gontact
2055 Westheimer, Suite 1
Eye Elegance
3966 Westhaimer ......
Eye to Eye/Dr Lisa Woo,0.0.
432 West 15th T13/864-8822
.. Cassidy

T13/520-6600

7136224411

2900 Westhaimer 113523-0662
Spectacles on Mantrose
4317 Montrose # 2 713/529-3937

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS

Cosmetic Su:ualv Associstes/Hector Vierra, MD

www. beauty-surgeon.com ..........7 13%661-5265
sha Sinus - nmm; Snoring & Slncn Center
i, MO/ reely.com 281/920-5558

___ HEALTH CARE- hKIN CARE
!ziull Renalssance Lasar.fllctalrm Barrios, MD
106 Westheimer, Ste A T13/842-T546

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES

Audm Video Designs

7300 Southwest FAY.....cc.cconnes e 137 76-8

Aunt Mike's in the Heights

3220 White Dak 71/B02-1830

Blair House, The

4901 Rose

Ellss un 19th
z5t 15th . 532767 3-0089

f13/868-53558

Bul:oncsnt
Westheimer 713/877-1900
Cantoni

GHED Westheimer
Chic Warehouse
TZ7 Yabe St
Eclectic Home
345 W 19th
IKEA

FB10 Katy Frary 7T1A/688- 7867
| Furniture & Design Cenler
4 Southwest Frwy

Oueens Furniture

Tape! urhs Texas

4930-8 Dacoma s 713/688-0696
INSURANGE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Uavid Lorms/Farmers

1244 Candlelight Lane 113/688-3669

Rab Sehmerier insurance Agency/Farmers

Jason Garcia

6575 W. Loop South, Ste: 185 T13/661-T700
Rob Schmerier Illsunm:e Agency/Farmers/

Rob Schmerler

6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185........ 713/661-T700
JEWELERS

LW, Marks Jewelers

3841 reBivd. ... ....coorennn 7 1/B6B-5000

Silvertust

1338-C Westheimer T13/520-5440

LANDSCAPING/POOLS

A.)’s Landscaping & Design, Inc
ajslandseaping com
Windswept Landscape Studios
windsweptiandscape com

T13263-7771

PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES

nm.sn Pet Mobile
.0 T13/874-T832

Cosmm:ol itan CanlnF
2200 Montrose,
Molly's Mutt Howse

17268 W, 23nd Street....

713/523-4700

71 3426-MUTT

Pet Sitting Service in the Heights ... 7
Pets Are nn

e AL GO 2E1/651-7387
The Pm:lr I1 Pad

Dalton DeHart Photography
Diawvid Lewis Images davidh
Varsily Productions / John Conroy

217 Edioe.............. wenrrvomeernased VD4 2-BETT

Yvonne Feece Photography

Yo - 132/B76-1063
§ PLUMBING i

Larry French Enterprises

U-Plumb-n

1424 Montros: ==y 713942

y PRINTING/COPY E{MTEH‘;
Copy.com

1201 -F Westheimer ... : T13/M28-120

__ PSYCHIG/INTUITIVE READERS

= il Roddy Astrology

" 10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL READINGS.
HREAL ESTATE SERVICES-REALTORS

'II'I‘ AnthonyfKaren Demr & Assoc
545 Helg i
APEX [huurl.nlt

2=0801

Jj:ut Chambers/Karen E?wl & .\'Aakm
v T1VBZ2-157

\n" \Idwen Banker

Tr avy Cook/Dasis I.m:lwn
55| NIL.COm

\.1|lu. Cunennws'r /ReMax Metm

Erm Lmrr.-K:lmn Dar & Assoc
1545 Heights Bivd . T13/875-T049
Karen Derr/Karen Oerr & Assoc.

Bath Drey idwiell Banker

-rlljx" Contaminiims

1 5t Josaph Phwy T3 30-1 600

Norman Ftpn k/Prudential Gary Greene

Honrllu Kee/Prudentlal Gary Greene
nnerioogliving 713/567-4404
L','m tie LI'W.'P'LIJLIﬂJ.JF Gary LlLLIIE'

f 18
a TEAEE

47 713

Frank Mpnq[r nhallMeMax Space Cender
281/451-3499

h'I.1ur Nuhnlea’iian.-n Derr & Assoc

1545 Heights Blvd A32/466-1429
713/840-1336

Rhonda Power/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Helghts Blvd, .o ; M ABre-T287

Vinod Ilarrmm'ldrh:m Living REJIILIIS

5023 Was

Heathor R.lyllm.‘KJlE.ln I]urr & Manu
545 Heighis B, ....... 3754366

sire Reiswerg Sand N E‘ma Pumlm- Beach

san dnsed.com seenisrnnesrs ADQST T -2656

usm Grah am Reynolds/Karen Derr & Asso0.
1545 ts Blyd 409/939-1

SievP Floukea'Heer;e Texas Pionerhes

3/8BE-TZ36

225-5565

Tim Surratt/Greemwood King
tm_surratt@yahoo.car
L‘-nnnu 'Ia\.rluu.'mul Derr B. .fu,auu.

545 Heights Bhed ... T13/408-5708
S-Imwe TI1um|abun"K.—m.-r| Derr & nssm

042-58:30

204-4828

i aniu REdll\‘.’JUE Tr.:rnullle

dway, 122, Galveston.......408/765-8337
lmn Teichman/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Biwd ........... o 7 13/858-4136
Urban Living
IrbanlivIng.Com . .., T13/868-71226
EE_HII‘IEI Homes
reutherhomes.com.. Y4424
Roberta J. wailersa'lmrcn uclr .5 nssm:
1545 Heights Bivd ... 28172223468
Tim Wombla/Keren Darr & ASSDG.
1545 Heights Bivd 713/818-8500
Robert Zahn/Karen Do & Assde.
EIT.COM 408/939-9237

REAL ESTATE-LENDERS

Diverse Le nding/Mawn Reeves
diverselending.net 281830

960
REAL ESTATE-TITLE COMPANIES

.&Iama Tithe Post :hk

'h. HuusL of

1927 Fairview

Jnuersrun Coffes

1053 M i -486t
o

Higimier T13/523-1965

SPECIALTY RETAIL
L1rn en's 24 Hrs Boufique & Wideo

sboutique com 713/799-1300
H1i|-,rw00u Frame Gallery
net 714/042-8885
Hr'l-JLI in
wdren #5M 713/7R0-5489

Spm ||’r'|.w “l.llﬁl. A IZHIIL,L

Hulprlsﬁ ['1'15
5100 Wi
Urban Soles

10y 71UROE-4515

W06 W

58500

.'..ALL F{.-F: PRIDE LAR.[: SPELJALS
Telecom Wirsless Services inc
2320 Bellaire 281/568-6108

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES

Concierge Travel, Inc
4920 Mimnsa T13%61-2117

VIATIGAL SETTLEMENTS
Linked Viatical Benafits......ccomroramem G017

'WEBSITE DESIGN & DEVELOPM

Atomar/anthany Bures

|J\L‘ in the tradition of luxury in
this Campise custom oasis just
minutes from Downtown, West
Gray restaurants and shopping. Over
3,000 sq. ft., two elegant hiving areas,
huge open designer kitchen, central
vacuum system, 2nd fireplace in huge
exquisite master bedroom and luxurious
bathroom, and much more. Call for a
private showing. MLS# 6871988

LYNETTE LEW
713.582.2202

Lynettei@ LynetteLew.com
www.LynetteLew.com

@& Prudential &2

AOGT A ety aunmd wud opevaied eher Al The 1 ol [ lstate A (Kl
o pargrry w0 ourendy bt by ook ke, phoss Bocg]| S othor Sp—

2008 Astrological Readings

The perfect gift for yourself and for the people you care about.

Holiday gift certificates available!

oted BEST ASTROLOGER
y OutSmart Readers

LILLY RODDY

i £ ,t"'n
as® L s’

ASTROLOGER

o, o, o,

o Q QO

4’

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

o> Past Life Regressions

< Reiki Master

o Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

GIFT CERTIFICATES = CREDIT CARDS

713.529.5842

lillycath@aol.com » www.lillyroddy.com
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BAR & (LUB GUIDE

HOUSTON

LA ACADEMIA
One of his southwest saiso club's bigges draws {ofhar
than welcoming polrons 18 and up) is Thrab Fridays,
halmed by D Rocky B. 11 offrocts some of the colients-
s womean in fown, 5829 5. Gessner ® 713/334-
5422 = www myspace. comyisocomaamiociub

BARTINI
This club near the Wasthedmer curve now fealumes o
second hadies’ pighls, Possionalks Sundays on e
second and fourh Sunday, in addiion 1o e Exqui-
slite Wednesdays lodiss” nighl. 1318 Westhaimer »
T13/526-2271

BELLA AIDA GARDENS
Lady Barbara ond MC Zip (ot Barlini lome) hos! Troe
Unily parties in Ihis soulfwes! Houston cleb every
Saturdoy night for “everyona In fhe community,” e
woman say. “We walcoma lasblons, goys, ransgen
ders, and bisaxuals of all afhic bockgrounds * 8371
Richmond = 832/230-3739.

BLUR
This multi-lavel donce club feotures on upstoirs
lounge, bolconias, ond expansive pafio. Wednasday
Is lodies night ond Thursdoy 1S college nighl. No
cover Fridoy thiough Sunday. 710 Pocific = www
Blurbar. com

BOCADOS
Each Wednesday, women pack fhis Mesocan rastou
rand far doncing ond sociolizing precedad r\- apan
miE sessions on lost Wﬁdneﬁulr. F-8pm. S
brunch shoris af 11 om ond lasts 11 3 pm., 17
Aloboma » 713/623-5230

BOOM BEOOM ROOM
Managanichal Kot Mims Soys business of Mis new
Heights-areq lounge & going greaf (even booming?)
buf “something wos missing.” So i
“Gay Night” on Tuasdays, with drink spacials and fosty
munchies. 2518 Yale « 713/888-3740

BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM
Tha BRB, Houslon's laoding gay country-westam bar,
is Incafed in Midiowrn, just outside Monkose. Expect
i s8e soma fast ond fancy wo-siepping. Soufhem
Couniry donga club offers lassons an Thigsday ndght
2400 Brozos = 713/528 2

CHANCES/THE NEW BARN/G-SPOT
Houslon lesbions ond fhose who love fhem enjo
fhree separofe clubs under one
C&W. woon conce, and live
Lost yeor's fire resuffad m hot Lpgro Imic Ill"urﬂ
expandad ond renovased bars, mulhipie video soreens
banguslle saaling, ond mone 1 I[)U .

CLUB 1415

Professional woman gather for hoppy hour in
the second-floor club space the firsl Wednesdoy
ol each month, Boys & Girls Club follows, sach
Wednasday night Popl Chulo night on Thursdays
taofures an omateur strip contest. Fridays through
Sundeays are spaciol avents nights. 1415 Califormia
+ ]13/622-7066

CLUB 2020

Located downlown meqi the ln-,aru Center, his
plush donce-ond-more mighclub |s @ notural
for aprés Comels gomes. Its 6,400 square fest
offer theater-sized viewing screens and VIP
eoms. 2020 Leeland = T13/227-9667 = www
club2020hatiston com

DECADES
This cosual neighborhood bor oftrocts o devoled
crowd of regulars. I hosts a Mondoy pool oumament
and Wednesday dart fournament and offars fes pool
on Sondays. 1205 Richmond = TI3521-2224

Ers
Locoled on the western front of Monirose, EJ's retains
the charm of @ colorful, local hongoul Frequent
shows, Inchuding comimunihy benafits, pack the shage
The upstairs mafind bor olfers o quied reieat. 2517
Ratph = T13/527-807 1 = www alshar com

GUAVA LAMP
The club left Shepherd Ploza and reopened with
0 |onge space neor Allen Parkway, Guova Lomp

CLUB CRYSTAL
Iy TR 1T mac-C
5 former Siofl, mol

‘1|u.-|:-s‘ I"‘.&-',.. nad
n=713-278-2582

CLUB EDEN
Finolly, a GLBT-friandly oasis batwaen
and Golvesion Located in fha Wabsts
%, -G don
n with weakend
r 2000

3 i e et of M
Soturdiay, and

DEAN'S CREDIT CLOTHING
o p'j"l Ii-l Groce ( _Jl.. ol [leﬁt"ln&L&‘“ TS J@ L1}

JOoi?

DRINY

HAPPY HDL IDAYS
IN on
NEW YEAR’S EVE
MIDNIGHT BUFFET-PARTY FAVORS
CHAMPACGCE

i ECIALS & DOR PRI7CS
BRANCH HILL SALOON 24704 I-45N, SPRING, TX 281-298-9035

v PARTY

JAST AT MIDNIGHT

BEHIND WHAT'S UP:
THE BAR v s g
new facelif

WHO: complete, Melaor
Juhﬂ Owen has recpened ifs

- doors for all your
WHERE: s bl
Méleor imbibing and
2396 Cohescng socializing.
713/521-0123

prsents karooka nights on Sunday and Wednesday

ond offars a fr
Wirugh = 71346243

wour bufiet on Friday, 570

GEORGE

fars rube af Mis neighbormoad country/wes!
ts bor. Enlentalnmeant s provided via
gomes, o Jukebox, pool tobles. ord on
s onol weskand drog show, 617 Fairview =
713/528-8102

HOUSTON MUSM CJRDI:BAR
The boys mesat ¢ »
ot fhis spacio

y, fhe soirée |
charity, 03 T

its of prom.
- WM

JR'S BAR & GRILL

Wikh house emoes Kofi, OuiSmar s Gayest and Gregt

Y VOMNE FEECE

st reigning drog chompion, Fhis Montrose stondard
offees shows Sunday through Wednesday, os wall as
pool fobles, go-go boys, and karooke. BOE Pocific
St 713/521-2519

MANGO VIDEO LOUNGE
Located naxt to Club Inergy, this Wednesday-Sat
urdoy spol hos o 15-. video screen, dance foor,
and pool fables. DJ Kenery Jg 2 hasls karocke
night on Wednesday. 5742 Chimnay Rock =
T13666-7472

MARY'S, NATURALLY
The oldest goy clubl In Houskon, 105 s 0 legandony
nigh thaugh rof 0s netorious os in doys past.
Maony's hosis mony communiiy fundroisers, including
fhe Imperial Coust of Houslon's Juksbox Wednasdays
avenl. 1022 Westhalmer = 7135279680

METEOR

This posh yat comfy lounge on the downfown edge
of Montrase hos reopened o he glee of the marinl
crowd. Updotes o e spasious double-roomsad bor
inglude the oddition of numerous plosmo video
soreens ond o new ond improved smokers” palio
The lovely ond lolented Tod Dvorak spins on he
woskands. 2306 Genessee = 713/621-0123 = www,
metecrounge.com

MICHAEL'S OUTPOST
Ihis naignbomood hangout has

ao0ma 0 sing-along

Inciuding
3 Lovuirk Goge, pedor ighity, Tuses-
doy-Saturday. 1418 Richmand » 7 5 20-B4486

MO MONG
Evary ‘Wiadnesdoy night, 4
Lﬂln-mlm feei i

i 9c|r .‘h 'i‘mut :c‘e!.al,
805 Pocific » 713/529-T488

ORBIT
Sundoy night Is- “tamily night™ §

ond dr |h

free bued, door p
cwn bioflis. 3801 Lackhart S5t
THE PEACOCK INTERNATIONAL
f ) piono bor and olfer

heimed
by locol Lok
thema is Tejono, ol
fovorites, 2324 Crocker S

Would your business like to profit from this space?

Monthly Gay & Lesbian Spending Patterns
« Dines Out 4-5 times per week = Attends Live Performances

~3 times per month * Goes to a Club or Bar 2 times a week

Call 713.520. ?23?

OutSmart Advertising Works!

“OutSmart is one of the few venues in
which we advertise every month, and it
has undoubtedly paid off in our real estate
business. New clients, new relationst
a record-breaking year in Wesl Galveston
vacation rentals and resont home sales!”
—Ulaire Reiswerg, Sand 'N Sea Properties, Inc.

utvSmart

and Houston's guy, lethian, bi, and tran magazine

Call 713.520.7237

*Sand Dollar Autoplex and | began advertising with
OutSmart in February 2007. As of the end of May, my sales
have greatly increased, largely thanks to my gay & lesbian
clients who read OutSmart. | was even named the top
salesman for the month of May, OutSmart advertising
has proven to be a great value. | lock forward to a long,
mutuglly profitable relationship with OutSmart."

—dJohn Nagy, Sand Dollar Autoplex
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RAINBOW ROOM
Evary Thursdny, Heaither Moan hists komoka af ihis norh Houston olub
B Kenny supolies misic on Fridoy ond Soturday. 527 Bamen Spangs =
281/B72:0215 » www tharainbowroombar com

RIPCORD
Nomed best ploce 10 show off yoor laaihar in fhe AD.'J‘- Gayast & Grearast
pell. The B @ the club. Anathar big
drw 3 Houston Bl bi-weekly homburger BEG fundraiser
715 Folrview = 713 0fd.cam

THE 611

spo! with pool shorks. On Fridoy
||-". dinnars. Features includs o
713/528-7070

Sundays. featuring REE, hip-hop, soul, and pap
pgy hour pricing §--7 prm; woman get in
5 1417 Westhaimear

1. Live music with né

SOUTH BEACH

ant swinnar of CutSmios Goyest and
spinner. Jimmy Skinner, nomead
nlug drag shows each Sun-
sauthbaochihanigiclub. com

1 Night Caub
The ciub also oftees high
SOBE = ww

day 810 Pacific = 713/
TDNY S EORNER PUEKET

“an Th iy, whan “shinlass, In-shapa
by Bruneh storsat 11 am. 817 W
=

ns af Lating music-ond drog

Humble

WHISFERS
Mo ‘I grly ELBTs mes C ||| nedgh .I_,._rh.
a |I| i) --\-.

Galveston

3RD CO&ST BEACH BAR

the bas’
&g, Wil

nd Saowall

arond distr

Beaumont

University students, his fwo-5
S, 0 spocious siofe. ond o Stircase nal |
.nv ree n will envy. 304 Ovieans « 409/832-42

Dasm

Bryan/College Station

HALO VIDEO BAR
Tha anly GLBT danca club in B
opan Thursdey-Salur
i alw packed
» 970/823-8174 =y

siation, this sleak spot &
L .ﬁ.gglelu 1. “ous venu
* tr owners gromise, 121 North Main
w hatabes. com. Il

MUSCLE
ECHANICS

THE GYM FOR PERSONAL TRAINING

Relax...
your mind.

Relieve...
your stress.

Restore...
your muscles.

Call now for an appointment.

713.963.0899

WwW.MUSCLEMECHANICS.COM

oavidlew!s
images

photography

713-240-5508

davidlewisimages.com

Thanks 4 your vote Qutsmart Readers!

Blue Line Bicycle Lahoratory

Sales and Service

3 UL

I'd
www.hluelinehikelah.com

3302 White Oak Drive
Houston, Texas 77007

CALL for Your
Heating System
Checkup...

Lance Carnal
Owner

Tejas Air, Inc.
Stavdard N\

&= ===

.. 832.287.6117 o

tejasair@sbeglobal net www.tejasair.com

HIV positive?

You can sell your life insurance for cash.

There is an opportunity to sell your life insurance
policy. All stages of HIV/AIDS may qualify and any
type of policy (individual or company-issued group)

is considered. Call us today for a free consultation.

Linked | face-to-face
Viatical | fexas based
Benefits | gay owned
1.800.275.3090 | gay operated

massageinmontrosecom

IN \10“‘}{0’\{'

ASSAG
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by Lilly Roddy

e start the month with Mars refrograde. |

know that many of you are accustomed to

Mercury retrograde, but Mars retrograde
15 somewhat unfamiliar, Mars retrograde is a time to
reconsider actions that we have taken in the past, a
time for problems that have been on the back burner
to come fo the front so that they can be dealt with
Often, old anger comes to the surface. This is not a
good time to start a new project because there usually
isn't enough momentum to finish, Mars will go direct
at the end of January, and our pal Mercury will be ret-
rograde at that time. So we are stuck in a non-action
time until February 23. Take a break from starting any
new projects until then. » The Sun enters Capricorn on
December 22, the first day of winter, Mercury enters
Sagittarius on December 1 and eventually enters
Capricorn ahead of the Sun on the 20th. Mars is mov
ing through Cancer and reenters Gemini on the 31st,
Jupiter enters Capricorn, a busy sign this month, on
the 18th for the next year. Saturn goes retrograde on
the 19th in Virgo. Uranus remains in Pisces, Neptune
in Aquarius, and Pluto in Sagittarius.
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CANCER (lune 22-July 22}, With Mars, planet of
action and response, mowvir q retrograde through your
sign this month, you are certainly not a person to be
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SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21).
Happy Birthday to the Sagittarians, You have had
quite a decade. Pluto, planet of major transition and
change, is finally leaving your sign after 13 years.
Jupiter has spent a year in your sign, regenerating
your energy and giving you hope and faith once again
after it had been lost. Now Satum steps in to help you
choose a clear and concise path o get your career
and life back on track. So this birthday period is an
especially significant one as you reexamine not only
the past year but also the past 12 years. Where will
you take your life and what areas will you focus on?
Even more important, what areas will you eliminate
from your life? Just start with what is broken and
move on from there. The holidays have a celebratory
feeling, in the sense that you have been rebom and
that there is so much more for you to do.
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SCORPIO (October 24-November 21). Focusing on
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by your financial picture and are exploring ways to get
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Let the “Bly Team” do what others can’t!

in 59 days or less quaranteed
0 CASH REWARD!

Your home sold i
orwe'll give you up 1o @ $10,00

Thinking of buying a newly built home?
We will get you a lower price than you can on your own,
and give you a certificate for a 10,000 CASH REWARD!

| | it |L|~.T
] down
) this loft

town. Listed at 3
s priced well below market value
ML 51782

Call for a showing!

Frank Mendenhall
U.S. Navy (Retired)

THE BLY TEAM

RE/MAX Space Center
2681-451-3499 (Direct)
281-336-2313 (Office)
FrankSellsMore.com

Adult Conditioning/Weight Loss Clinic
7:30 - 9:00 Every Saturday Morning

Show up - Try it out! 325 per session
Bellaire High School - Meet us on the *Track™ in back

| it’s that simple

BERSONAISTRAINING
713.667.7072

4676 Beechnut * Houston,Tx
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A NFRIEOW
www.rainbowpages.net |

Advertise in our 2008 edition
Deadline is December 15, 2007

Our rates start at $100. per year

Enhance your FREE online advertisement, add
Video * Sound * Animation for $500 per year.

281 997-9778

3966 westheimer highland village 713.622.4411
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| OUT IN HOUSTON

1 Chloe Dao. second-season winner of Bravo’s Project Aumway and
owner of Lot @ in Rice Village, greeted Kenneth Pursley (1) after
she parformed in Main Street Theater's Autumn Follies Gala on Oct. 5 al
the company’s Ghelsea Market theater,

l‘i 3

2 Municiple Court Juige Steve Kirkland (1) and Peggy
Smith enjoyed the goodies at the Chocolate Bar, the site of a
fundraiser for Houston Enual Rights Alliance, October 25,

3 Mockingbird Bistro Wine Bar's Winletta and John Sheely
hosted the 2007 Culinary Excellence in Houston Awards, held Octaber 7
at the bistro.

¥

4 Lizbeth Ortiz and Marc Garcia at the Day ol the Dead ’ N 3 P
Festival: Honoring Our Past & Calebrating Our Future held October 27 at _ "&"
Mutticultural Education and Gommunication through the Arts (MECR). \

5 Author Wiayne Besen read from his new book, Bashing fack st~ M9
an October 25 pathering hosted by the Houstan GLBT Community Center
at Salod! Winery,

6 Roland Strobel (/) Johan Everstijn, and Dane
Powell ai Everstijn's 40th Birthday Competitive Wine Tasting event
held at Strobel and Everstijn's home, Ocl. 19,

7 0n Oct. 77, costumed Houstanians (1) Easy, Lavender,
Fuschia, and Twinkle posed at Undercarrent with Galveston Istand
Pride Festival enteriainer Pepper Mashay (second from r), ong of
{he headliners at the inaugural Galveston evenl

8 Michael Gonzalez (1), special guest James Getzlaff
from the Bravn series oy Meets foy, Brad Odom, and Albert
Garcia celebrated national Coming Out Day with & party hosted by
Pride Houston, October B.

9 The multi-costumed hosts of the 29th annual Mystery Hallowsen
Party enjoyed the highest of the gay high holy days at the Brazos River
Battom, Oct. 19.

10 Eva Luchak (1), Gandhari Bouligny, Angela
Taylor, Janie Miller, Michelle DeGraffenried, Kit
Cutrone, zand Susan Hedman of Bayou City Women's Chorus
parformad in the Sing for the Gore concert, Oct. 23 at Jonas Hall.
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_ Sprint ;5'

I THE POWERTO

CURE CONN
DYSFUNCTION.

PUT THE NATION’S LARGEST MOBILE
BROADBAND NETWORK TO WORK FOR YOU.

Sprint Mobile Broadband Card
PX-500 by Pantech®

FREE

after $49.99 mail-in rebate.

Phone offer requires new |ine of ser

subscriber agreement and an U

=SCTILE

> Sprint Mobile Broadband enabled
> Wireless Connection
> High-speed data transfer

UNLIMITED CONNECTION
CARD DATA PLAN

$5999=‘/mo.

THE POWERTO

BUY FROMA

» Unlimited monthly usage included

and 2-yr subscriber agreement

N
Sprint } POWER UP

Together with NEXTEL

AY OWNED BUSINESS

Available at this Sprint Preferred Retailer:

a1 for voting us one of
“% the Best Cell Phone
Providers!

Lea Bogle
President, Premier Wireless

281-575-8500

PREMIER WIRELESS

12220 MURPHY ROAD

FREE DELIVERY!

“*Rates exclude taxes B Sprint Fees (including USF charge of up to 2.41% that varies gquarterly, cost recovery fees up to $1.5
Fees are not taxes or gov't reg'd charges

Mail-in Rebate: Reaquir
1 hate. Sery

\
Sprint \’/

Together with NEXTEL

Preferred Retailer

& perline, B stateflocal fees that vary by area). Sprint

able at all retail o r ul

it ubject to credit approva
am for detalls. Mobile Broadband Card Offer: End
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CONTINENTAL FLYING SPUR.
NOT EVERY IMPORTANT DECISION IS TAKEN IN THE BOARDROOM.

The hand-built, 552 hp Continental Flying Spur: Exercise your judgment.

BENTLEY HOUSTON LT
1530 West Loor SoutH, Houston, TX 77027 BENTLEY

i e BENTLEY HOUSTON

‘Bentley’ and the ‘B in wings' device are registered tradermarks. © 2006 Bentley Moters. Inc.
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