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A CELEBRATION OF HISTORIC GALVESTON'S ARCHITECTURAL TREASURES

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturdays & Sundays * May 3, 4, 10 & 11, 2008 While other real estate markets have slowed down, Houstonis  INNERARTCORRIDOR
! still going strong — this is a great time to buy a home from Urban I ® T

Special Events Include: Living. We can assist you with all of your home buying needs,
ASID Spring Designer Showhouse: GHF's 1839 Samuel May Williams House with low and fixed interest financing for qualified applicants. We o e A

can help you buy any house from a builder, or even from another sponsor and participant of

realtor, so you save time and money. If you have arealtororifyou  the!C ART Tour. Please

First Impressions Preview Evening Tour * Moonlight and Martinis Party
join us Aprl 26 and 27 to

Mother's Day Brunch ¢ Guided Architectural Motor Coach and Walking Tours need a realtor, Urban Living is the one solution for all of your home  view work from local artists.
g i b 1 For more information visit
History Redesigned Luncheon and Behind the Scenes Tour buying and selling needs. Visit us online, call or come by and let |0 0o rridor com

us show you how you can make the transition to Urban Living.

Tickets: www.galvestonhistory.org or &

Our showroom is open 7 days a week, 10am~7 pm, or call for an appointment.

Eﬂm HOUSTON) 7 R RO PHETREMONTHOUSE  souTHWEST.COM 713.868.7226 | www.UrbanLiving.com
(s (] CHRONICLE @) Micha Teoas

Wiww.urban Inc, TREC Broker# 474135
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MAKE IT A MANHUNT WEEK & |
~ ENJOY FREE FULL ACCESS | |
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ORCENCAE

JULY 14 @ TOYOTA CENTER

Em. I VENATION.com
TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE AT THE BOX OFFICE - 1-886-4HOUTIX - TOYOTACENTERTIN.COM

0 vE H 4 g ; . - All dates, acts and hcket prices subject to change without notice
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Because a
Great Smile
Leaves a Lastlng

We still gladly file your insurance

claims. For details, email us at

info@brucesmithdds.com

* Cosmetic dentistry

* ZOOM Whitening

* INVISALIGN

* Tooth whitening

* Porcelain veneers

* Tooth colored fillings

* Preventive dentistry

* Periodontal wellness

* Painless dentistry with
conscious sedation and
nitrous oxide

* Credit cards accepted

* Payment plans available

* Comfortable homelike
environment

1006 Missouri Street
between Montrose & Grant
Houston Texas 77006

713.529.4364
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A group of Physicians located
throughout Greater Houston,
dedicated to improving your
body and image.

Realls Medical Spa
NOrthw 281-955-5282

%
Vlbrqnce Anti-Aging & Laser f
— Heights 713-842-7262 4

Elan Medical Spa
— North 832-287-6647

Silverleaf Wellness
' 281-829-5511

I(mgwood Skin Essentials
281-359-7000

Skin Tightening Lipo-Dissolve
Resurfacing Botox Fillers

Medication Management
Psychotherapy

NOW PUBLISHING IN OUR 15™ YEAR!

Uty Sinang

Heuston's gay, lesblan, bl, and tram magazine
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Subscriptions: $.//1.
E-mail address: [ettersiouts
Website address: www.outs

Store Hours: 10 am

7810 Katy Freeway, Houston, TX
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: : ; Letters Sectional Revolution
Financial Planning CEEPING uP WITH JoNES

for Domestic Partners oW

Similar Goals. Different Challenges.

newsletter that re
DIy meer II‘-:‘."-
Toni Valle

Domestic partners may share similar goals with married individuals, yet they

face unique challenges when it comes to financial planning. We will help you CLINTON AFFAIR?

develop a plan that's appropriate to your needs—one that takes into account I can only be hopeful that Wayn
not only where you want to go, but also how you want to get there. e the foam

For information, contact
Grace S. Yung, CFP*
Vice President-Investments
Advisory & Brokerage Services
713-654-0260
grace.yung@ubs.com

Jacqueline M. Jacobsen, CLU®, ChFC, CFP*, CIMA’
Vice President-Investments

Advisory & Brokerage Services

713-654-0301 512-479-5225
jacqueline.jacobsen@ubs.com

1000 Main Street, 26th Floor 98 San Jacinto Boulevard, Suite 100
Houston, TX 77002 Austin, TX 78701
800-553-3119, ext. 260 or 301 800-553-3119, ext. 260 or 301

wwiw. ubs.com/inancialservicesing

You & Us o6 UBS

. L Menlo Park Sectional
Feeling anxious? Overwhelmed? '

Still haven’t found “it”? Let’s talk.

+ Relationships and Family
* Post-Traumatic Stress
* Depression, Anxiety, Bipolar Disorder

Insurance ACC("IUTE‘UI :- - ._f-_ ] ' -_-‘i-:: L :I';l- ' .-: .' l l..l -i- , I.:. Why .,..-.:.:
! D. Scott Stanley, MS, LMFT, LPC G v il G SR ) ca n on'
281-960-3991 * mftshrink@yahoo.com ' Mike Crowe |}
1458 Campbell Road, Suite 250A i
S vl i e ' | FURNITURE © ACCESSORIES » DESIGN STUDIO

LOVE LETTERS? HATE MAIL?

ask - “ ; : = 1 S = Send o Lecters, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX
Evening and weekend appointments available. FT006; OF B0 60 Ietier B e ER e COrs

Houston | 9889 Westheimer Road | 713.787.9494
Visit cantoni.com to view our collection and shop online.




In combination with other antiretroviral agents for the treatment of HIV-1 infection in adults

Youve wovked

USE OF TRUVADA:

TRUVADA s indicated in combination with other antirefroviral agents (such as
non-nucleoside reverse transcripiase inhibitors or protease inhibltors) for the treatment
of HIV-1 infection in adults.

TRUVADA must be used as part of combination therapy. TRUVADA should not
be used with ATRIPLA® (efavirenz 600 mg/emiricitabine 200 mg/tenofovir disoproxil
fumarate [DF] 300 mg), VIREAD® (tenofovir DIF}, EMTRIVA® (emfricitabine), Combivir®
(lamivudine/zidovudine), Epivir® or Epivir-HBV® (lamivudine), Epzicom® (abacavir
sulfate/lamivudine), or Trizivir® (abacavir sulfate/tamivudine/zidovudine).

fg GILEAD TRINADA, VIREAD, v MO, 72 e
S 2008 st Sclancan, i 0f Gk Scioness, e
Al gt mErver. PTOALR 3708 ATRIPLA o @ fracdemiark of Bristol-Myers Sguit &
Giiead Sciences, [LO

Al othiir tradiemaarks are te propedy of their respectiv: pwners:

how

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION:

Contact your healthcare provider right away if you experience any of the following

side effects or conditions while taking TRUVADA:

» Nausea, vomiting, unusual muscle pain, and/or weakness, These may be signs
of a buildup of acid in the blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious medical
condition

» Light colored stools, dark colored urine, and/or if your skin or the whites of your
eyes turn yellow. These may be signs of serious liver problems (hepatotoxicity),
with liver enlargement (hepatomegaly), and fat in the liver (steafosis)

» |f you have HIV and hepatitis B virus (HBV) and stop taking TRUVADA, your fiver
disease may suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking TRUVADA unless directed
by your healthcare provider

to get wheve you ave.

So why settHe for am HIV med
tHhat's twice a Aay?

Once a day TRUVADA can help get you to undetectable and
keep you there. As part of an HIV regimen, the meds in TRUVADA can:

B Be taken with or without food

B Reduce viral load and increase CD4 cell count

Ask your doctor if TRUVADA can be part of a complete

once a day regimen.

$

Truvada !
o emiritaoine-enofoi disooroxl Amerate &

TRUVADA does not cure HIV infection or prevent passing HIV-1 to others.

* [f you have had kidney problems or take other medicines that can cause kidney
problems, your heaithcare provider should do regular blood tests o check your kidneys

* [t Is not known whether long-term use of TRUVADA causes damage to your bones. If
you have hiad bone problems in the past, talk to your healthcare provider before laking
TRUVADA

Changes in body fat have been seen in some people taking TRUVADA and other anti-

HIV medicines.

The most common side effects of the medicines in TRUVADA when taken with other anti-

HIV medicines are dizziness, diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, headache, rash, and gas. Skin

discoloration (spots and freckles) may also occur.

Discuss all medicines you take with your healthcare provider and be aware:

 Your healthcare provider may nead to follow you more closely or adjust your therapy if
you are taking Videx” or Videx™ EC (didanosing), Reyataz” (atazanavir sulfate), or Kaletra®
{lopinavir/ritonavir) with TRUVADA

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the
FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Patient Information on next page, including “What is the most
important information | should know about TRUVADA?"

*Base an data from PHAST retall monthly fats;
Septembar 2005-January 2008; Woters Klumer Hasih




Patient Intormation
TRUVADA® (tru-VAH-dah) Tablets
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SISTERS IN
THE SPIRIT

When Kindred Spirits, a
bar “for women and their
friends,” first opened in
1980, it became a haven
not only for drinking and
dancing, but also for
community fundraisers,
paolitical organizing, and
even hlood drives. The
popular spot closed in
1990, but not before the
“kindred spirit”"—the de-
sire to “give back to the
community,” as founder
Marion Coleman explains
it—had instilled itself

in its many patrons. =
Spearheaded by Coleman,
annual Kindred Spirits
celebrations have for
Seven years raised more
than $80,000 for wom-
en's health programs,
while simultaneously
giving former patrons
[and those who wish they
could have been) a great
excuse to party together.
This year's party is April
26, 8 p.m.-1 p.m., at

the Edwin R. Hornberger
Center, with Terry Flores
of Bocados spinning the
dance music. « Members
of the organizing commit-
tee, including [pictured,
I-r) Michelle Free, Cole-
man, Sol Lara, and Renee
Tappe, have been hawk-
ing $20 advance tickets
al community events,
including the March 8
AssistHers Softhall Tour-
nament, where this photo
was taken. Tickets are
available at Acadian Bak-
ers, Bocades, DaCapo’s in
the Heights, and Houston
Buyer's Club. = Assis-
tHers, Bering Support
Network, Houston Buyer's
Club and Lesbian Health
Initiative-Houston share
in the proceeds. Admis-
sion is 525 at the door.
Details: www.kindred
spiritshouston.org.

Photographed
by Henry Yau

OutSmart

Outfront




News Briefs

LOCAL GLBT POLITICAL
ORGANIZATIONS SPLIT ON
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE

ENDORSEMENTS
PIII:r to Texas" March 4 Democratic presider
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< in late February. “After historic

»en. Obama
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Ultirmately, Sen. ( xas demc

presidential primary’s with Sen. Obama

receiving the majority of Texas' Democratic Party’s

super delegates
Houston V
sports Hillary

Lom
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HOUSTON EQUAL RIGHTS
ALLIANCE TEAMS UP WITH
EQUALITY TEXAS

Irn its goal to build alliances with other GLET and
P stan Equal Rights

Alliance and Equality Texas have announced that the two

gressive organizations, the H

organizations have integrated

vocacy work
he greater Hous

s
chair, Tammi

"Equality Texas’ programmatic and 3
across {he state has mirrored HERA's
ed HER

partrer of the Houston Ec
proud of our

HERA
with Equality T
could best ac

Houston me

Ves n lhe

@ positive feedback from
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both, the partnership was appr

Martha L. Oestreich

Equality Texas Names
New Officers
to Prepare for 2009
Legislative Session

| he boards of dir sality Texas

and Equality Texas Foundation have an

noun ey have el | officers to lead

through a comprehensive

process and to prepare for
prepare

the

Ve SeSsI0n.

Vice-chair of the lobbying group in 20

Martha L, Oestreich of kyi
as chair. Chair of the Collin County Gay &

Leshian Alliance's Victory Committee, Dawnetta
Miller of Plano, ¢ chair. Recipi-
LET equal-

ent of numerous aw
ty, Marsha Warren of S

as treasurer, Equality Texas be

secretary

i, Was re-elec

w.equalitytexas.org

tion, because Equality
lexas will benefit from the infrastructure that HERA has
developed through the years," said HERA president,
“and the Houston community wins

because we will have a larger presence with our statewide

“This 15 & “‘wir-win’ sit

Rob Scamad

organization

“We need Equality Texas to be successful, not just

for Houston but for the place we all call home: Texas,”
Scamado continued. “The HERA board is working to
make this d we will contint
work with ane

the gay, lest

etn

rafion SUCCess

no longer fr

Det

GLBT POLITICAL CAUCUS
ENDORSE TWO IN
APRIL RUNOFF

o, Bisexual, and Transgender

1 Lommittee has

rsement for

April 8 runoff election in

announced en

Houston, The

OMIMISSIONEr can-
didate, Dale Henry, |

relop Texas

GALVESTON MAYOR
ASSURED REELECTION
IN NOVEMBER

rch 4 primary election decided th

pters in the

[ mayor,” she lold the News,

11 such high regard

‘and | want an for the city | love and the

citizens | hol
Thomas
j-.'i'"l#l':’ll electon

1as been Calveston's mayor since the 2004

LOCAL LOG CABIN
REPUBLICAN LEADER
_ LEAVES GOP
TH;III‘ i, I‘-JIMI':IPI‘;:

ident of Log Cabin Republicans
tion from that office

nan, has announced his resigna

“| can assure you this decision did not come easily,”

Freeman said in a pubic statement. Freeman said his

cision was based in part on local GOP and Republican

leaders’ disinterest in dialoguing with LCR. —
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Kirby Drive
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el: 832.242.9470
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Sun 12pm to Spm
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This year's event was held Apnl 25 in high schools

Drive with Pride, Class and Style... . (News Briefs EXRTRISST

a Califormia enghth-grader, was
a classmate because of his sexual orientation and gender

EXPression,;

Students from approximately 12 Houston-area high

i
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What a World

by Nancy Ford

THE MAN IN MY LIFE

Sometimes you have to go there to discover that’s not where you belong

t was a Monday morning like most

others. Rainy, kind of steamy, I was

plowing through my de rigueur 200+
daily pieces of spam, separating the
wheat from the chafe

No, thanks, I den't need a prescription
of Cyalis at discount ‘.'rf'."['['.t., No. thanks,
I've already seen more never-before-seen
photos of Britney Spears than Il ever
need lo see

And as .u'l; W you, Prince Abuen FLsposn-
bepcir of Tanjshagtania,
I cauldn’t be sorrier that
you are being forced to
live in extle, hut you'll
just have to find your
way back to YOur "'.F_'_,‘J’Ir.ff:’!!'l
throne without ben-
efit of my bank account
nimher:

I was almost finished
delete-delete-deleting
when | came upon an-
other spammish-looking
e-mail

It was from my ex-
husband

No typo. You read
that correctly.

Those of yvou who
have been faithful WAW readers for these
past 20 years know that, ves indeed, for
a brief, crampy period in the 70s, I was
married,

'I‘I) A mMan.

With a penis

During that period of wedded less
than-bliss, | digcovered unequivoeally
that I am a lesbian. After the ensuing
ballyhoo, we divorced, I left Ohio for
Texas, and last I'd heard, he'd enlisted in
the Air Force. That was 1980.

And now here’s an e-mail with his
not-very-common name in the subject
line. Nawww—couldn’t be, after not
hearing hide nor het hair from him in 28
years

This is one skillful spammer, 1
thought. Whoever sent this blast has defi-
nitely done their homework.

Curious, 1 |J|:l>m'd the message. Sure
'nough.

“Nancy

I will be in Houston this
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Sunday and Monday at the Convention
Center as part of an equipment demo
that my employer is putting on. I thought
we could get together for coffee and catch
up. Let me know if you are interested.”

Am I “interested™

If “freaked out,” “sl
maybe even a little *frightened” are simi-

ack-jawed,” and

les for the word “interested,” then yes,
you could say [ was “interested.”
Other than the many jokes it inevita-

Politics, philosophy, music,

religion—X and | talked abhout
nearly everything except how
different our lives would have

been if we had not divorced.

bly spawned in my early stand-up career,

my hetero marriage is a part of my life
that I have since compartmentalized into
a seldom-visited corner of my memory.
When I do think of it, it is in a frame,
bordered like a TV screen, like I am
watching a sitcom of the story of someone
else’s life,

X and I were married back in the day
when all the boys and many of the girls
sported hairculs we see on That 70s
Show reruns, A gallon of gasoline was
barely a dollar. I drank scotch and voted
Republican. I wore pantyhose. It was a
much different time.

(-‘ll!'lir.-il[._\-' h\q'llly,' a strong motivataor,
| ﬁ].lggt:ﬁtl‘r] we meet at Baba \'E';‘,:L. high
noon, for lunch. I wanted to be on my
home turf, some familiar place where,
if T suddenly shouted “Gun!”, wait staff
-knm\-'m;‘; I'm a decent 1iE11!l'!'} I[]!_!_'_h| Jump
to my defense.

Nearly three decades later, X's Ashton

Kutcher haircut has been replaced by a
standard-issue corporate 'do. He's a little
grayer, he's a little heavier—aren't we
all? But he was still as good-looking as
ever. White collar. Two cell phones. He
assured me that the heart of a hippie still
]‘l':l!:"' '|]|'||']l"]' hi:‘- MW 1'|H']NJ|'¢”[' |i|"||"||’:i]‘||l'|'

Polities, philosophy, musie, religion
X and 1 talked about nearly everything
except how different our lives would have
been if we had not divorced.

Whao would I be to-
day if X and I had stuck
it out to celebrate our
32nd anniversary last
month? Who would I be
if I had never found my
way Lo a gay nightclub
stage Lo strum my angst

away on, or to a gay rag

to deposit my rantings
in? Who would I be?
Would I even be af al

] l"'l]]'l ".'|."'i|'- ]I.]'\"

been doomed to spend
these past 30ish years
sublimating my true
self to be a wife, and
'|1I'llh,lllll\, a |]'-.u[!'u,'," F[l-\\
many other women of

they

that era married men, not knowing
were lesbians, and sublimated away their
entire lives?

I thought about those women as X
and I said our goodbyes. I also thought
about how very, very fortunate I am to
have married a man who, chaotic as our
divorce was at the time, let me go on to
live my life without trying to beat the
hetero back into me.

Funny, I didn't know X and 1 had any

Or worse.

peace we needed to make; I'd never felt
the need for closure, per se. But walking
out of the restaurant that increasingly
sunny Monday gave me a renewed sense
I don’t know

Mavbe 1t was just comforting to be

of faith in in something
reminded why I had married this man in
the first place: He was a nice guy. Funny.
Smart. Decent values. Loving. Great hair.
Who knows? If he hadn't been born so
straight, so vaginally challenged, maybe
we'd still be together this very day. &
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LeftOut

by Wayne Besen

THE ARCH-BUTCHER OF NIGERIA

Archbishop Peter Akinola is more intent on war than worship

hen openly gay Gene Robinson was

elected Episcopal Bishop of New

Hampshire in 2003, the Nigerian
archbishop, Peter J, Akinola, called the event
“Satanic.” However, after reading the latest
issue of Atlantic Magazine, it appears that
Akinola is the one whose behavior is modeled
on the devil,

According to the article, Muslim fanatics
attacked Christian worshippers in the Nige-
rian town of Yelwa in February 2004. They
set fire to a church and murdered anyone
who tried to escape, leaving 78 people dead.
In retaliation, members of the Christian
Association of Nigeria, led at the time by
Akinola, surrounded the town. The vigilantes
murdered 660 Muslims while torching 12
mosques and 300 houses.

In a state that lacks law and order,
it is somewhat understandable that the
Christians Inlg._fht take matters into their
own hands as they certainly have a right to

defend themselves. What is unconscionable,
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however, is the gratuitous cruelty and
downright evil that occurred on Akinola's
watch. Far from Christian, one might
equate the ghastly reprisals in Yelwa with
a tyrant like Saddam Hussein, not an An-
glican bishop

Were Akinola's “Christian” warriors
exemplifying the love of Jesus while raping
pregnant Muslim women in the village?
Were these thugs asking, “What would
Jesus do?” when they forced Muslims to eat
pork and dog meat, while washing it down
with forbidden alcohol? Was it somehow
“spiritual” to burn corpses in the street? And,
how “holy” was it to hack to death children
as young as nine with machetes, then put
the bloody pieces in a rubber tire and set
fire to it? This was not simply retaliation,
but terrorism. It was demonic behavior in
the name of religion that had nothing to do
with self-defense

According to Human Rights Watch, there
15 no “smoking gun" definitively showing that

the archbishop ordered the massacre. How-
ever, he was clearly in charge of the group
implicated and could barely hide his glee
in the Aétlantic article. When asked point-
blank about the incident, Akinola said, *No
comment,” while he grinned. He went on to
add, *No Christian would pray for violence,
but it would be utterly naive to sweep this
1ssue of Islam under the carpet. I'm not out
to combat .'11'|_\'|'J|.\€!_\.. I'm |,:||]_\' l,!ujll,t_: what the
Holy Spirit tells me to do, I'm living my faith,
practicing and preaching that Jesus Christ
is the one and only way to God.... I've said
before: Let no Muslim think they have the
monopoly on violence.”

Clearly, Akinola is unrepentant and
sounds more like a warlord than a leader
of warship. As a result of the slaughter, the
archbishop lost his bid to econtinue head-
ing the Christian Association of Nigeria.
However, he is still the primate of the
Anglican Church of Nigeria and a powerful
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by Dale Carpenter

GAY RIGHTS AND GUN RIGHTS

Defending the practical matter of self-defense

hough it's gotten very little attention
in the gay press, an important case af-
fecting the liv
now pending in the Supreme Court. The case

of gays and lesbians is

challenges the constitutionality of the Dis-
trict of Columbia’s unusually striet gun-con-
trol law, which bans handguns and effectively
prevents people from possessing firearms for
self-defense in their own homes.

Abrief filed in the case, on which [ offered
some counsel, argues that the law 18 espe-
cially harmful to gay Americans. The brief
joins a large coalition of groups, including
the National Rifle Association, arguing for
individual rights under the Second Amend-
ment.

The brief was filed on behalf of Pink Pis-
tols and Gays and Lesbians for Individual
Liberty (GLIL). Pink Pistols is an interna-
tional group formed a few years ago with the
basic mission of advocating gun ownership
and training in the proper use of firearms by
gay people. GLIL is a libertarian gay group

that consistently defends individual rights.

The gay gun-rights briel argues that the
D.C. gun-control law violates the Second
Amendment, long the forgotten and some

say most “embarrassing” part of the Bill of

Rights. The Second Amendment says: “A
well regulated Militia, being necessary to
the security of a free State, the right of the
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be
infringed.”

Many people have long argued that
the reference to “a well-regulated militia”
means that the right is Imited to eitizens
serving collectively in 2 modern-day military
force, like the National Guard. Under this
interpretation, the amendment would not
protect any individual right to bear arms
outside the militia context, meaning that
the government can entirely ban private gun
ownership, even guns needed for self-defense
in the home.

However, as even many liberal scholars
now acknowledge, that interpretation makes

HEIGHTS

-
.,wumﬂlﬂM

WERE HIRING! Retail Sales/Visual Merchandising
Please see website www.eciectichome.ws

little sense of the text and history of the
amendment and of the Bill of Rights gener-
ally, which contains a series of individual
rights.

The gay gun-rights brief adds an impaor-
tant perspective to this argument. It makes
several points about the connection between
firearms, gay rights, and the practical self-
defense needs of gay Americans.

First, the brief argues that the right to
keep and bear arms is especially instru-
mental for a population at onee subject to
pervasive hate violence and inadequate
police protection.

From 1995 to 2005, according to the FBI,
more than 13,000 incidents of antigay hate
violence were reported by law enforcement
agencies, When you consgider that fewer
than half of all violent ¢rimes are reported,
it is certain that even this number seriously
underestimates the problem.

Worse still, g

antigay crimes. There 18 a sorry history of —

ys are often afraid to report
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\-'1!‘:1.'(" I“I thn'Il’El.'[Tll\.lng ]lEJ]nll.‘ll;_‘NL“Lli,[I‘," across
the globe.

Indeed, while Akinola is soft on his
preferred sin of murder, he never turns the
other cheek on gay rights. He has provoca-
tively called Europe “a spiritual desert” and
chastised the Church of England for failing
to oppose civil partnership laws, which, he
said, give “the appearance of evil.” I suppose
that once one masters genuine evil, the mere
appearance 18 no longer satisfying.

In 2006, Akinola supported a proposed
Draconian law in Nigeria that would have
effectively banned the “promotion” of ho-
mosexuality, punishing violators with up to
five years imprisonment. Tragically, while
the archbishop is fixated on gay people,
Ni_;,.’t-‘r'i.'-l remains one of the poarest and
most t'llr'l'll}'lF:'\l nations on earth (minus
the elite who profit from oil). According to
Human Rights Watch, up to $8 billion is
embezzled annually, while nearly half the
population lives on less than $1 a day. You
would think these issues might interest a
Christian leader, but Akinola
in favor of jet-setting antigay junkets to

ignores them

America and Europe.

With such a contemptible record, one
would expect Anglican Church leaders to
marginalize Akinola. It seems, however, the
church would rather coddle this butcher
because they care more about membership
Most appalling are the Amen
can churches that have left the Episcopal

han moralit

Church to align themselves with the Church
of Nigeria.

that they are this madman's enablers. As

It doesn't seem to bother them

such, these “conservatives” should be held
accountable for any future atrocities com
mitted by Akinola.

If Rowan Williams,
Canterbury, had any guts, he'd use every tool
Akinola
tional pariah. All bishops with a conscience

at his disposal to make an inferna-
should also refuse to take Holy Communion
with Akinola and he should be prohibited
from attending major conferences
In a recent Democratic debate, Hillary
Clinton gaid that Barack Obama should
not just denounce, but reject the Nation
of Islam’s Louis Farrakhan. Obama wisely
did both. Likewise, Anglican leaders must
denounce and reject Akinola if they want to
regain their moral authority. The only appro-
priate place for Akinola on the International
stage is The Hague—where he should be

tried for ¢rimes against humanity.

Wavne Besen, author of Bashing Back and
Anything But Straight: Unmasking the
Scandals and Lies Behind the Ex-Gay Myth,
writes a weekly column published at wwuw,
waynebesen.com

the archbishop of

ML sed from page 25

hostile or skeptical police response, public
disclosure of the victim's sexual orientation,
and even physical abuse by the police them-
selves. Investigative bias and lack of police
tramning further complicate the picture. The
upshot 15 that gays must be responsible for
their own defense; they eannot rely solely on
law enforcement for it.

Antigay hate crimes share several other
characteristics that make the use of firearms
for self-defense especially significant. Such
crimes are unusually brutal, often involy
ing multiple and vicious attacks. They are
highly likely to involve multiple assailants.
Attackers themselves often use guns, mak-
ing anything short of a like defense almost
completely ineffective.

Surprisingly, almost one-third of antigay
bias crimes occur in the home, the precise
location where the D.C. gun law forbids
the effective possession of firearms for self-
protection.

It's true that gun possession does not
guarantee protection from violent crime
The gun may be incompetently used, for
example. But where the
protects an individual right, it is not for the
government to say the citizen may not enjoy
the right simply because she may not make
effective use of it.

Second, the gay gun-rights brief points
out that unless the Second Amendment pro-
tects an individual right to possess firearms,
gay Americans are effectively disqualified
from any exercise of the right. That's because
under the current |Jl'l'\.'.‘!1]!,[]_'_'_ i|:[|lr]:|1l|.‘|1inn
of the Constitution, the government may
entirely exclude gays and lesbians from
military service (“the militia”)

If the Second Amendment protects only
the collective right of a state’s citizens to pos-
sess arms within a militia, and if gays may be
excluded from that militia, then the Second
Ameri
cans. They have no rights on the subject the

Amendment is a dead letter for gay

government is bound to respect.

[ do not own a gun. Frankly, [ don’'t much
like them and have never felt I needed one
for protection. But for many other gay people,
especially the ones living on the margins of
life in crime-prone or antigay areas, owning a
gun is one important part of a comprehensive
plan for protecting life and property.

Gun ownership might at the very least
give them peace of mind. And widespread
knowledge that many gays are packing
might give their would-be attackers second
thoughts. Gun rights are gay rights,

Writing from the conservative side, Dale Car
l,'rr'.'.'.fr'." Ifit’,'.;'C_rr.l Ris eolumn Jf}.ur- OutSmartin 1994,
when he lived in Howston, Now residing in Min
neapolis, Carpenter is a University of Minnesota
|‘I”|’[' ."“\"Hjllrifl (Jl"f?.rl:',‘\',‘w'{ll"_

Constitution itself

Ro

Snellgr

« Psychotherapist

Counselor

ert

ove

lcsw

7113.522.7014

www.robertsnellgrove.com

4200 MONTROSE -

with representatives
of exclusive second home opportunities from the
Texas Coast to Costa Rica.

to help
select your dream second, vacation or retirement home. See
these acclaimed speakers, plus many, many more! Speaker
biographies are available on our website.

Dr. Jim Gaines, Research Economist
at the highly acclaimed Real Estate Center
at Texas A&M.

Mitch Creekmore, Executive VP of Stewart Title
International, and co-author of the “Cashing in
on a Second Home” series of books.

Samantha Brown, Emmy
award-winning host for the
Travel Channel.

SPONSORED

dRTARM o

-

me .l.. O HOUSTON: CHRONICLE [o

SUITE 540

PROPERTIES &
DEVELOPMENTS
FROM

* TEXAS GULF
COAST

« MEXICD

* ROCKY
MOUNTAINS

« TEXAS HILL
COUNTRY
COSTA RICA
« PANAMA

* LAKES AREAS
« SOUTHWEST
UNITED STATES

AMERIC
» AND MORE!

Jlve

Courtesy of
Continental
Airlines! Visit
our wabsite
and click on
the GetAway
GiveAways
icon to see our
many giveaway
packages.

Escapes
Expo.com

- £ -
loxasMonthly tesstseees?

stewart

QutSma

it APRII

2008 27




InsideQut at City Hall

i “Niice Astiral ™
CRITIQUING THE CAUCUSES _g——ins P

A little confusion in the short term yields big benefits in the long term

he long lines at Democratic precinet If Democrats
ked tempers and
frustration for
for most. But for old han

pretty straightforward and were appl

The controversial and confusing R
Texas two-step Democratic Sl led that

I Ii”l'ln s the |||.":-.-'._
. But if you turned off primary system actually had a ther
1 at tl 1il- 1an ithout

i « rational genesis and some
ated at democracy in action? — reg|ly useful elements.

[ know that some

I |-.||.u fully,

ventions were more contentu

fault both the Obama and Clinton campaigns fairly in most place e who  grocery stor ir front vards Was STOI - RN OF HOUSTON

: 2 : BLLL LS
for s ome of that. Bot are no A

R R T P = = e e ol

WArrT followers that “those horrible they BT h .h--.':'n.' will invest 'he cor g 1 Texas 11750 Old Katy Road 11901 Gulf Freeway =
people in the other camp” would try “he; in improving if two-ste e v gyst tu- (281) 556-1400 (713) 777-6100 (713) 944-4550 1 -800-4-SAT“RN

them. Partisans were urged to go and “tak: At net, we were queued up for f da X vwwww. HoustonSaturn.com

over” the conventions hours in the dark in a line that wrapped

Kenneth W. Lester D.C.

gewtsun.ii‘tg. mutimacg. gexual galen.l‘a‘ﬁ. md'entitg.

Chiropractic Care
Come celebrate all that connects us!

Soft Tissue Injuries

Myofascial Release
Sports Injuries / L O 7 o
Auto Accidents P { \ Benefiting Planned Parenthood's outreach, education, and HIV programs

Rehabilitation

. s i ] Meteor
Work.-i_ﬁ[izt:: . AP LELT. -: Sunday, May 18th
j 2:00 to 5:00 pm

Personal
Injurieg > Come see the entire

selection A b\ Featuring king and queen gender performances, a high-energy fashion show,
luxury lifestyle augere and fabulous friends!

Best Chiropractor . =y '
OutSmart Hﬁade,’; Choice Awards ‘%-\. .::_.4’ On-line tickets sales at www.pphouston.org/purple
KIRBY e == N [ Flanned Parenthood For more information call Elaine at 713.831.6559
HEALTHAVELLNESS 3930 Kirby Dr.
Suite 108 l LLJ l ' |CZH'HJ‘
www.KennethLesterDC.com 713.526.5252 3841 Bellaire Bivd. Houston

2623 Town Center Bivd. Sugar Land




URBAN SOLES
— OO UTPOST —

S06 W. 19" STREET
(IN THE HEIGHTS)

TRY ©On

Casual, comfortable footwear
and accessories for the
urban adventurer

We carry Patagonia,
Timberland, Dr. Martens,
Simple, Birkis, El Naturalsista,
Crocs, Smartwool
and many more!!!

Shoes for Women, Men, & Children

13-880-1187

m continued from page 28

among primary methods. It allows those who
get swept up in the fervor of the popular vote
to cast their ballots and award delegates to
a surging candidate. It reserves some of the
delegates and a mechanism for electing the
state party leadership and defining the state
platform (governing principles of the state
party) for the party faithful willing and abie
to come back and caucus face-to-face with
their fellow Democrats,

So many Texans and Americans finally
feel their vote makes a real difference. Count-
less people are incredibly excited about the
presidential election. Hundreds of thousands
of new voters turned out. That in itself repre-
sents great progress in a country where win-

ners often represent only a small minority of

adults in the district/state/country.

Voters marched out to make their vote
count and endured long waits to make the
great American system work. At last we
can answer the question about why election
turnout in America is often so dismal: When
there are candidates or issues that motivate
ug, we will come, And when we care enough
about those candidates, we will come back
and wait in long lines!

Let us hope and insist that the wave
of enthusiasm is accompanied by genuine
engagement in the future of our country.

Yes.

We have
issues.

Subscribe

to OutSmart and never

miss an issue again.
$27 for 12 months or $48 for 24 months.

Call 713/520-7237
or visit us online at
www.OutSmartMagazine.com
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Casting one vote is never enough, and no one
candidate has all the answers.

Iranian Investments

The Treasury Division of the Controller’s
Office has reviewed the city’s $2.3 billion
investment portfolio and found we have no
investments with any ties to Iran. In keeping
with my previous request regarding invest-
ment in Sudan, [ have urged the Houston
Municipal Employees Pension System, the
Houston Police Officers Pension System,
and the Houston Firefighters Retirement
and Relief Fund to conduct similar reviews
and follow the lead of other cities and states
that have already divested.

Houston, It's Worth It
What do you call Houston? Bayou City?
Space City? City of Trees?

Which slogan did yvou like? “Houston, it's
haute™ “Houston, a space of infinite possi-
hilities”? “Houston, the new Texas™

Maybe Houston can't be summed up in a
word or phrase. To many of us, it's just home
sweet home, and we love it for its friendliness,
entrepreneurial spirit, ineredible diversity,
world-class fine arts, varety of restaurants,
and low cost of living. OK, it's hot, flat, and
humid, and getting stuck in traffic, especially
if it’s hot and humid, makes you want to
book a flight to Alaska or Hawaii, which is

It’s Where Yau'“'ijknd Your Look In Eyewear .

Yoted one the top “Best Places To Buy Eyewear” in Houston

-

3966 Westheimer -i- Highland Village = 713-622-4411

easy and cheap because we're such an airline
hub. And, yes, we have mosquitoes the size
of sparrows and cockreaches big enough to
wear those fuzzy Chihuahua sweaters, but it
is still a very cool place to live. It's one of the
few things I've ever felt about as if I knew
a secret before anyone else. Like finding out
the suddenly trendy restaurant has been
yvour hangout for vears.

As you might know, I adore my home-
town. So I was quite excited when I opened
a new book recently with the intriguing title,
Houston. It's Worth It. (HIWIL (www.houston-
itsworthit.com). It's a beautiful phota book
that dares to show Houston’s underbelly,
too. And it's an unusual marketing campaign
that’s attracting national attention. The book
and campaign will be the subject of my next
Money Matters TV show, which will be back
on the air in April on HTV (Comeast channel
16}, formerly the Municipal Channel.

Annise D. Parker is the second-term city control
ler and the highest-ranking openly GLBT-elected
municipal official in any of the 10 largest U.S.
cities. Her website is www.houstoncontroller.
org. Parker’s television program, Money Mat-
ters, afrs Monday on the Municipal Channel
{Comecast) at 2 and 8 a.m. and 2 and 8 p.m.
The City Controller’s webpage is www.houston
tx.gov [controller [ index.hitml. To receive the
controller’s newsletter, send an email to cicely.
wynne@eityofhouston.net.
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by Kelly A. McCann

A TALE OF TWO MATTS

Just when we thought the ‘Gay=AIDS’ debate had been proven wrong...

n February, Matt Foreman, the depart-

ing executive director of the National

Gay and Leshian Task Force, took the
gay community to task (forgive the pun) for
causing the AIDS epidemic in our country.
That's right, Mr. Foreman asserted that
high-risk homosexual behaviors are chiefly
to blame for the spread of HIV in the United
States. He stated, “...we cannot deny that
AIDS is a gay disease. We have to own that
and face up to that.”

OK, first things first. | disagree with the
philogsophy of labeling AIDS (or any infec-

tious illness) as a gay disease. It is a danger-
ous tactic that could cause heterosexuals (or
persons who engage in homosexual sex but
don't identify as gay) to once again believe
they are not. at risk for HIV. And we all know,
any human being can contract HIV, because
what makes you suseceptible is not who you
are or how you identify. It is what vou dn that
puts you at risk.

This brings me to my next point.
If we examine the behaviors that can lead
to HIV infection, we must acknowledge
that unprotected anal sex is by far the
riskiest sexual behavior. Either partner
(receptive or insertive) can contract HIV
via unprotected anal sex, through exposure
to rectal mucosa, blood, and/or semen. How-
ever, the partner receiving the semen is at
greater risk.

The delicate tissues of the anus can be
torn during intercourse. Those tears cre-

ate openings that could serve as portals of

entry for HIV when one’s partner ejaculates
into the anus. Moreover, the walls of the
recturn are thin with a rich blood supply, so
the semen deposgited there can actually be
absorbed into the blood stream even without
tears being present. It's the same mecha-
nism that allows suppositories to work,
And that’s why using a condom every time

is absolutely essential

But let’s get back to Mr. Foreman’s dec-
laration that AIDS is a gay disease. While
I refuse to agree with that statement on
principle, [ must concede that HIV infeetion
still constitutes a major health erisis among
gay men. According to the September 2007
issue of the journal, Sexually Transmitied
Infections, more than one half of the new
HIV infections in the United States in 2005
were among gay men! Moreover, that same
report estimated that as many as one in five
gay men living in U.S. cities may be HIV
positive!l Even in our fair city, 54 percent of
the HIV infections since 1999 have been seen

im men who have sex with men.

One hypothesis for the high rates of

HIV infection among gay men has to do
with unprotected anal sex. Again, it is not
about being gay, it is about engaging in risky
sexual behaviors. Since gay men have more
unprotected anal sex than do heterosexu-

als, or lesbians for that matter, it may not
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be surprising that we see higher rates of
HIV infection.

Obviously, Lam greatly concerned about
the HIV epidemic in the gay community. It’s
the reason I gob 1nto HIV work in the first
place. However, I'm almost equally worried
about the potentially negative impact the
labeling of AIDS as a gay disease could have
upon the gay rights movement

As expected, the Christian Right
jumped on the "AIDS 15 a gay diseaze”
comment, with both (freshly washed and
perfumed) feet, thus seizing the opportunity
to demonize gay sex and gay men. Matt
Barber, policy director for cultural issues for
the ultra-conservative Concerned Women for
Ameriea, stressed the need for gay activists
to discourage homosexuals from engaging in
high-risk behaviors, namely anal sex. More-
over, he admonished the National Education
Agency for their deceptive political agenda
which takes a stance against discrimination
and endorses safe schools for all students,
including those who are gay, lesbian, or
transgender.

According to Mr. Barber, there are

“undeniable perils” and “potentially deadly

consequences’ associated with the gay life-
stvle. He's right. Homosexuals do face added
dangers because of their sexual orientation:
gayv bashings and other hate erimes, discrimi-
nation in housing and employment, and,
of course, greater risks for certain health
1zsues, including AIDS,

But I can also cite studies .'~']1'5I'\Li|l_-_:
higher rates of depression and substance
abuse among homosexuals compared to
heteros. [ can quote statistics about lesbians
and their increased risks for breast, ovarian,
and endometrial cancers. But Mr. Barber
doesn't care about these. He's fixated on HIV
and male-on-male anal sex. (Don't you know
he's got a rich [antasy life?!)

According to Barber, gays are bad
because Iiu-.\ cause AIDS, Given the rela-
tively low rates of HIV infection among
women who have sex with women, it fol-
lows that Barber must think leshians are
the “chosen people.” As such, Barber and
his minion should put us leghians up on a
pedestal, elevating us to our rightful posi-
tion in society.

While I'm not entirely opposed to this,
practicality dictates otherwise. So, | puess
we lesbians will have to settle for placement

atop a sturdy stepladder and a feeling of

superiority over Matt Barber and his hate-

ful ilk.

Kellv A. McCann is the chief executive officer
of AIDS Foundation Houston, which recently
marked 25 vears of service. Details: wwuw.
aidshelp.org.
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Been

There

Continuing violence against GLBT people
keeps Judy Shepard in the fight for equality

t's all too familiar. Judy Shep-
ard was “deeply saddened” by
the news of the shooting in
February of California teen
Lawrence King. “My pravers go
out to l“ II1‘J.ZL"~\ |'t'||ll.'.." friends
and family,” she said. “This
terrible incident underscores
the fact that we cannot let hate go un
checked in our schools and communities
O Young F-‘I'lllli!' [|l'l'li our direction and
guidance to prevent this type of crime
1-1'|||s'| "Ii'.l:F?l'Jlii:g' | urge .|.| Fl.il'l-'l'l‘.h .'1|:'|||
teachers to edueate their children and
students about acceptance, understand-
ing, and compassion.”

Before Shepard arrives in Houston to
address both the Human Rights Cam
paign annual Houston gala on April
12 and GLOBAL, the GLBT student
group at Rice University, she talked to
OutSmart about these violently trying
times, the upcoming presidential elec-
tion, and her work to make sure her son

didn't die in vain.

by Nancy Ford

Photo by Jemal Countess/Wirelmage

Nancy Ford: It's hard to believe that 10
years have passed already since your
son's death.

Judy Shepard: It is

You have said you developed the Mat-
thew Shepherd Foundation to provide
individuals with tools and resources they
need to amplify their voice and to turn the
tide on hate in America. Ten years later,
can you give us your impression on how
high or low that tide is?
Well, you know, we can only compare it to
what it used to be. When 1 -|'J-.-:l|-'. at col-
leges and high schools, the look in the stu-
dents’ eyes, and not just the gay students,
but all the students, i1s one of fear and ap-
prehension and trepidation in their future,
because this hate is once again rearing its
ll:_'||_~. head

But now what I see is a lot of confi-
dence, and a sense of entitlement, which
they absolutely should have, a willingness
to be who they are all the time, and make a
difference. It’s this Feneration that's ;:'ni:l;,;'

to change everything

| agree with you in that respect. Do you
speak to a lot of high schools and col-
leges?

[ doa lot of « '||||'_!_e--. High schools are a
ittle more tricky to get into. 1 don't get

y lot of invitations from high schools. It's

still a hot-button issue in a lot of areas in
I|||- l.':ll:tlr_'.. Private '|I;_f.|‘ :-l":'lll-.l!.--, | Ve -i'lll:'

quite a few. but not F|L|i|||1',

It would be wonderful if that could
change, especially given what happened
in California recently. You're probably one
of the few people who can give any con-
solation or words of advice to Lawrence
King's family. What would you share with
the families of victims like Lawrence that
might give them some kind of comfort or
perspective in their grief?

That’s an interegting question, because it
doesn't have an answer. Even after having
gone through that myself and, even with
members of our family, there just are no
right words to 5AY There Just never are

[t's a horrible thing to happen, and you can

empathize and sympathize and listen, —

biedern
A

Excellence in.mother-
hood: Excellence in
Media Award recipient
Judy Shepard is flanked
by Rer son Logan () and
Neil Giuliano, GLAAD
president, at the 19th
Annual GLAAD Media
Awards, held March 17
at New York City's Mar-
riott Marquis.



Turn the Tide
of Hate

rying times, these. This month on April 25,

as the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education
Network launches its nationwide 12th Day
of Silence calling attention to bullying and
harassment against gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender students, evangelical leaders are
encouraging Christian parents to keep their
children home from school.

“Sacial activism does not belong in the
classroom,” Peter LaBarbera of the group
Americans for Truth said in a press state-
ment. “Students would be far better served by
reading a good book at home—perhaps even
the Bible—rather than being subjected to pro-
‘gay’ indoctrination.”

Last month, after calling “the homosexual
agenda” a bigger threat to the United States
than terrorism, Dklahoma state representa-
tive Sally Kern, rather than apologizing to her
GLBET constituents, released the following
statement: “To put this simply, as a Christian |
helieve homosexuality is not moral. Obviously,
you have the right as an American to choose
that lifestyle, but | also have the right 1o
express my views and my fellow Oklahomans
have the right to debate these issues...”"

Mere weeks before Kern's antigay ad-
dress at a meeting of Oklahoma Republicans,
15-year-old Lawrence King was murdered in
California on February 12, shot in the back of
the head by a fellow student whom Lawrence
had asked to be his Valentine. On February 22
a 17-year-old transgender man named Simmie
Williams Jr. was murdered in Fort Lauderdale,
only days after the antigay verbal assault and
beating of a gay man outside a 24-hour diner
in that Florida city

These not-so-isolated incidents, along
with hundreds of others that are unreported
or ignored by media, indicate that Judy
Shepard has much, much work to do. As a
cornerstone of their guest o not let hate go
unchecked, Judy and her husband Dennis
Shepard founded MatthewsPlace.com, a com-
panion website to matthewshepard.org. t's
the Internet home of their Matthew Shepard
Foundation, of which Judy is executive direc-
tor. MatthewsPlace.com is more, though, than
a memonial to their son; it i1s a cleannghouse
and a referral resource for all things anti-hate.

It was 10 years ago this year that Mat-
thew Shepard was left hanging on 8 Wyoming
fencepost to die because he was gay.

“In the past 10 years since my son’s
death, | have spoken to over one million
peaple whae are searching for a way to help us
in our mission to erase hate,” Judy Shepard
says. “We developed this campaign with that
goal in mind and are eager to provide indi
viduals with the tools and resources needed to
amplify their voice and begin to turn the tide
on hate in America.”

1ied from page 34

but coming up with the right words or even
advice just isnt—it just isn’t possible.

When we were first going through
Matt’s stuff, and the process of learning
how to cope and deal and realizing we were
now one short in our family, the last thing
I wanted was some complete stranger

coming in to tell me, “I know exactly what

you're going through. I've been there
myself,”

No, you haven't. Not at all, you
haven't. Even in the situation where you've

lost a child to a hate erime or a murder,

every family’s sitnation is different. It's

just not ]1.-_-'._-'ih|r,- to make things better for

them. It just isn't

who is unbalanced who attacks a gay man.

[t’s the person who is unbalanced who

attacks .1|'|.\i'=\ll']_'t. We need to address this
situation of hate, even in mental 1llness, as

a group, as a nation

That's a really good point, Judy. Going
back to the foundation itself, what are
some of the tools that you've found most
effective in your work at the foundation
to combat the attitudes that lead to this
kind of violence?
Well, there are a couple of things: We try to
engage our allies more actively and more
effectively. And we've also created a web
gite, www. MalthewsPlace.com, that lists a
lot of resources for direct service providers,
places people can go—in particular, young
people—to
feel safe, to
be safe, t
et the he l'
1i'-_'_‘. =il’='l| .||1t;.
places to go if
lin-.'. re on the
street. Things
they need to
be aware of
These are
kids who are

on the streets

who, most
ren't pre-

pared to be

01 I||| sireet

& i
['hey didn't
choose to be

there. They

No laughing matter; Comedian Kate Clinton (r) presents Judy Shepard, execu- rll'“.t - I.I o
tive director of the Matthew Shepard Foundation, with the Excellence in Media coping skills
Award at the 19th Annual GLAAD Media Awards in New York City, March 17. to be there, a
lot of them
Last year here in Houston, a gay man, We need a society to walch out for that,
Kenneth Cummings Jr., was murdered by a ind do something about it.
man who believed he was the prophet Eli- Luckily, there have been studies done
jah and was acting on command of God. recently. The National Gay Lesbian Task
Do you have anything to say to our com- Force did a wonderful study two years ago,

munity—to gay men, in particular—that
might help us be a little more wary of the
danger that lurks out there?

We just need to pay attention to our sur

roundings, It's a very sad thing that we have

people in our society that are unbalanced
But they don’t only affect the gay commu-
nity. They affect everybody. It’s a tragedy,

for sure. And I'm not gure that we can even
say that the religious right who preaches,
essentially, hate against the gay commu-
nity, how much responsibility they hold for
what happens to the gay community.
:"‘I(Il']1'|l\' 11 ;__‘|'|||.-r.'1..| 15 r‘u--q-nn_—-ﬂ\!:- for

allowing "||‘."h"'|."" to gay those things about
the gay community or allow those myths to

perpetuate. It’s more than just one person

[ think, listing the statistics 1y kids
on the streets and how our hands are tied,
i.|_'._ to help them because of, once again,

the myths that society believes about the

gay community

You mentioned working with the foun-
dation’s allies has been a good tool. We
know that folks in PFLAG and GLSEN and
the Task Force are going to be behind
your efforts 100 percent, but have there
been any that have stepped up that have
surprised you?

Well, those organizations come to mind,

certainly, but alse individuals. Certainly,

Oonce parents eay ki

children have friends who are gay hear

s and parents whose
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the stories of members of the community,
or even Matt's ;

somethin

nd a lot of it
is in ( the
2001 I||| 1F
the Tectom
P -e:-]]||' who part
watch it are trans

v Shepard Act, , taken
Law En e the R Jar a little dl!—
Act] did : ficult to educate and mao
direction
But I think both Clinton and Obama

I’'m not allowed to endorse a candidate,

but we pretty much know that the

I've noticed TLP productions
aren't being picketed as much
as they were at one time.
Maybe things are getting a
little better in that respect. We've got it go

the gay community.

Democratic Party is more favorable to

it active. Whether « 1 not }-I

will actually sign 1t is

another question. So

ad there

the candidates, all three of them,
I think, are not opp

That's usually the case with matters con-
cerning censorship.

Again, speaking in terms of allies,
what are your feelings about the presi-
dential race? Which presidential candi-
date, in your mind, would be most sympa-
thetic to hate-crimes legislation?

The Bering Support Network provides a safe’
and nurturing place where persons who are

GLBT and/or affected by HIV/AIDS can find
support.

Individual, Couple and
Family Counseling

Community Support Groups
GLBT-Friendly Counselors
$25 Counseling Services

great friends on both sides

L I'm
candidate, but

party,

|;1'r|'||- aisle 1n
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Fine print: Boys
Don't Cry producer,
writer, and director

Kimberly Peirce (left
and facing) sets a
shot with Academy
Award nominee Ryan
Phillippe (right) in
Stop-Loss. Phillippe
stars in the drama of
a soldier's resistance
to a policy created by
Congress following
the Vietnam War that
returns enlistees to
active duty beyond
their expected term
of military service.
According to a report
in TheHill.com, the
Army was retaining
as many as 8,000
soldiers under the
stop-loss policy at

the end of 2007,

At a Loss

As the death toll for American service members
fighting in Iraq tops 4,000, out lesbian writer/director
Kimberly Peirce gets personal with ‘Stop-Loss’

.
e by Lawrence Ferber
' -" n her latest film, out director Kimberly Peirce (Bovs Don't Cry) dramatically asks and tells about an

unjust U.S. military policy—but not the one you might assume. Stop-Loss derives its title from a policy
that allows the military to retain, and send back into action, soldiers whose required term of service has
already been completed. While unsuccessful legal challenges against stop-loss have been mounted by
soldiers and their families, and thousands of young service members have gone AWOL to evade a
re-deployment to Iraq, the troubling 1ssue and its sometimes tragie fallout powerfully comes to light in

Peirce’s gripping, and quite personal, follow-up to 1999's Boys Don't Cry




For the other boys: In Kimberly Peirce’s Stop-Loss, fighting men (I-r) Steve Shriver (Channing Tatum), Brandon King (Ryan Phillippe), Shorty (Alex
Frost), Tommy Burgess (Joseph Gordon-Levitt), and Isaac Butler (Rob Brown) enjoy a moment of respite between battles

Ryan Phillippe plays Staff Sgi

Brandon King, an all-American Texan

who returns home following a brutal Irag
ust as he's about to get out, the
-k in via stop-le
s AWOL, bringing

his close friend Michele (Abbie Cornish)

tour. But j

military pulls him b

Enraged, Brandon g

on a road trip to Washington, D.C., where

a senator acquaintance may be able to

pull strings. Along the way, he encounters
fellow patriots on the lam, a Coyote who

offers passage to Canada, and at least one

member of his former unit assigned to ap-

prehend Brandon. Joseph Gordon-Levitt,

who played a gay hustler in Mysterious

Skin, rising star Channing Tatum (Step
Up), and Vietor Rasuk (Lords of Dogtown)
play Brandon’s brothers-in-arms, while
Timothy Olyphant (Broken Hearts Club)
makes an appearance as a lieutenant
R'ﬂllln{‘l.

For Peirce, there was a strong personal

connection to Stop-Loss: Her own younger
brother served in the military and was
almost stop-lossed. Luckily, a combat-re-
lated medical discharge ultimately spared
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him. “Most of his unit was stop-lossed,”

she shares, “and he would've been had he

{

not gotten out jon L
Peirce made a h

feature debut, 1999°s Boys Dan't Cry.

discharge).

ge impact with her

Jased on the real-life story and murder of

Nebraskan transgender Brandon Teena,
1 . I

wriing-actress nomination

gred Hilary Swank a b actress

ODsear, a

for co-star Chloe Sevigny, and brought
mainstream attention to the plight of
1|';|,J‘-_.‘-\}_:’L‘|']L'J‘."I'I'Ii \'Llu!|] |[ i:.i_'\-li'- ]'|‘-l||h din
two “first-look” deals for Peirce at studios

DreamWorks and New Line, and a

I in
development, entitled Silent Star, about
the murder of silent-film director William
Desmond T.'-._\'|IJE'. “The murder was covered
up ||j| “nEi} wood and the government to
protect Hollywood and America’s inno-
cence,” she explains of the story. I wrote a
seript and had cast Annetie Bening, Hugh
Jackman, Evan Rachel Wood, and Ben

Kingsley.'

In 2003, Silent Star’s development was
halted due to a clash over budget with the

studio. But the seeds had been planted for

another project—her 18-year-old brother
signed up to fight in the budding war
against terror. “We had a grandfather

fight in WWII, so there were war stories
in the family, and to have the youngest

child sign up was really dramatic,” she

ut there was no char

_..'i[|-_-':‘|i=
mind. I knew [ needed to make a movie
about the soldiers

Peirce's first step was to travel
soldiers
this

around the country interviewin

about their JEr1ences hting

new war against Bin Laden and ter-
rorism. She discovered that many had
shot and edited their own videos while
deploved—"with the camera set on sand

bags,

luring firefights™—and were willing to

inside a Humvee, or on the ground

ceoning YouTube-era
glimpses behind the lines. Peirce made a
short trailer incorporating these videos;
."--ll'u;-f.u-lnr.| a hl:.l'i.]."'i. and took her ‘,)!LL‘|I

vackage around Hollywood on a Friday
2005. By Menday, four studios and
financiers had offers prepared. It was an
instant greenlight.

Peiree says that most seldiers she met

enlisted for patriotic reasons like protect-

ing their home, country, and family. Once
in action, they experienced a profound
sense of connection and responsibility

to their fellow soldiers. Yet something

Peirce also found plenty of
was discontent regarding the
war. Many soldiers were going
AWOL,
2005 Harper's Magazine ar-
ticle by Kathie Dobie, "AWOL
in America.” (The article

illuminated in a

estimated that 9,500 soldiers
had gone AWOL by then,

and Peirce says that number
has likely swelled to around
12,000 today.)

Of course, there was also

the contentious stop-loss poli-
¢y, which she learned of when
her brother's friend (and most
of his former unit) was stop-
lossed. Iromically, stop-loss 18
oceurring at a time when pa-
triotic, talented, and qualified
GLBT s«
than happy to serve continue

diers who are more

to be discharged under “Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell.”

“I talked to gay soldiers,
and most of them don't want
to use the gay card to get
out, '.h:-_\' want to serve their
count r'.\'." she says “It’s also
at a time when [the military]

is lowering the standards [for

enlistees| because they don't

have enough people signing

up. It’s a huge frustration for a
lot of gay soldiers.”

While there are no overtly
gay characters in the film,
Stop-Loss does feature plenty
to look at amongst its cast
“The boys are beautiful,”
Peirce gushes. “I said when
I hired them, “You have to

be studs, because all th

soldiers I'm interview

studs!” They'd get to set, and
Channing would take off his
shirt and come up to me and

say, ‘Are vou happy?’ I think

the gay boys will be thrilled
was a dream cast.”

Within the largely male
cast, Peirce was regarded
as one of the boys, and the
sereen ripples with a mascu
line POV and testosterone—a
fact Peirce is quite proud
of. “That’s awesome and it's

funny,” she shares, excitedly.
“A couple of articles talk about

all-male schools, particularly

military schools, and how they
don’t want to let women in

because they feel it interrupts
the sharing of masculinity and

bonding and ruggedness. May-
be in a way I'm able to check at
the door a certain thing that
threatens the guys. [ have a
tombaoy quality. I like to race
cars and shoot guns. [ under
stood the rough-and-tumble
things they were doing, and

[ felt there was no hesitation
about letting me into the club.
So maybe in some way being
gqueer gave me that access. 1
also think about the insider-
outsider perspective.”

Happily, Peirce doesn’t
have to be stop-losszed into
making another film soon.
She’s working on several proj-
ects including an as-yet-un-
titled queer romantic comedy,
an intense, personal drama
titled Sex, Secrets and Taboo in
America, and, of course, Silent
Star. Meanwhile, she hopes all
audiences, civilian and other-

wise, find that Stop-Loss asks
questions and tells answers
about not just the military's
policies {in January, U.5. Sec-
retary of Defense Robert Gates

called for Stop-Loss use to be

minimize but the soldiers

and today’s generation as a

\’.'|'|| |t

A lot of people do have
strong reactions to the
military,” she acknowledges. “1

think my friends have ane I do,

I]f‘l"ll'l"ill:‘-"i[_\ If ih".1|1]!_' are sign
ing up and living to the code of
the military, [ want to under-

stand it. Th

of my movie. And nearly all

s the attitude

signed up for patriotic reasons,
but that's not what matters

at all when you're over there.
What matters is survival,
protecting the guy or ;.{lr'| to
vour left, your right, and being
willing to die for them, and
that made them feel good. That
says something to me about
what people in our culture are
craving—a x]|-+l|.l<-|' sense of
community, camaraderie, and
maybe there's a way to provide
that without them having to
kill innocent people and put
their lives in danger.”

Lawrence Ferber, a New York-based
entertainment journalist, frequent-
Iy eontribudes to OQutSmart maga
zine. His inferview with k.d. lang
appeared in our March izsue.
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Noted

trans author
to keynote

Unity Banquet

by Joyce Gabiola

Photo by James Bowdoin
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Portrait of Jenny: Jennifer Finney Boylan, who speaks at the Houston Transgender Unity Banquet on
April 26, made news in 2003 with the release of her memoir, She's Not There: A Life in Two Genders,

perhaps the first bestselling book by a transgender author. Her latest work, I'm Looking Through
You: Growing Up Haunted—A Memoir, was released earlier this year. Copies of Boylan's book will
be available for purchase at the banquet. Details: www.htuc.org.

I'm looking through you, where did you go?
| thought | knew you, what did | know?
You don't look different, but you have changed,
I'm looking through you, you're not the same.

=John Lennon/Paul McCartney

he meaning and inspiration behind
the Beatles song, “I'm Looking
Through You,” differs from that of
Jennifer Finney Boylan’s latest
memoir of the same title, but one notion
is shared: the idea of looking back at the
past and questioning, so that you can move
forward, understanding and making peace.

Certainly we've all felt haunted at some
point in our lives, whether it be by a mass
of gray mist floating dewn the hallway,
mistakes we might have made in our past,
or by a heavy, unsettling feeling that lin-
gers for a significant period of time within
our bodies and our minds, alerting us that
something just isn't right. Jennifer Finney
Boylan, profezsor of English at Colby
College, parent of twe bright boys, Paddy
and Luke, lover of her spouse, Grace, and
author of the eritically acclaimed mem-
oir, She’s Not There (2003), invites you to
indulge in her new memaoir, I'm Looking
Through You, which was released earlier
this year.

The book largely centers around
Boylan, as a yvoung James, living in her
family’s dilapidated Victorian mansion in
Philadelphia, haunted by a secret with
which she was uncertain how to deal. Like
the peculiar house of her childhood, Boylan
was haunted by spirits. In particular, a fe-
male spirit—her own in a boy's body. At the
heart of the book, she says, is the notion
that all of us change over time. She poses:
How do we make peace with the people we
have hbeen? How do we see our lives as one
story, rather than a series of sub-stories, or
as a Before, and an After?

Boylan is a thoughtful storyteller. Her
stories read as though she’s your favorite
aunt, worldly and brimming with char-
acter. Instead of homemade cherry pie,
Boylan serves a warm, generous slice of
Transgender American culture in an hon-
est, emotional, and lighthearted setting.
She consistently writes with grace and
humor.

Boylan wrote some of the stories in —
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Seeing & Believing

I'm Looking Through You years ago, but

f,
previons page

she couldn't publish them because they
would have outed her, and that just wasn't
part of the plan at the time. “The rest of it
I wrote in a summer house during a cold
winter,” she shares, Charming, is it not?

She points out that there aren't many
professional writers who are writing about
transgender issues or stories. “T was less
interested, originally, in writing about
gender theory than in tale-telling,” she
confesses, “although over time, the story
has become the theory.” She considers it a
strategy, believing people tend to under-
stand more rapidly hearing stories than
they do from “long harangues about the
binary.”

The truth is, it's not only heterosexuals
who tend not to understand the binary of
which Boylan refers, but also very much
the gay, leshian, and bisexual commu-
nity. Being transgender is not an issue of
sexuality. Rather, it 18 one of identity. So
if it's an issue of identity, why 1s it often
grouped with homosexuality and bisexual-
ity? Boylan jokes, “I wasn't around when
the groups were being formed.”

On a serious note, she confinues,
“There is some gquestion as to whether it
makes sense for us all to sail beneath the
same flag. Until the debacle with HRC
and the Employment Non-Discrimina-
tion bill last fall, there was the sense that
we were all allies because we all had a
common goal, and that we'd watch each
other’s backs. Now it's less clear, although
I for one am hopeful we'll all somehow find
a way of fighting together, and moving
forward.”

Boylan shares a little about her transi-
tion, noting that it was always about
femaleness, rather than femininity. It was
about the female body parts: breasts, a
vagina, and a clitoris. “It was less about
clothes, or behavior, or any of the other
socially constructed forms of femininity.”

Early in her transition, she went
through a second adolescence, as she calls
it, trying to figure out what behaviors
reflected her gender identity. Most trans
people in transition go through a phase
like this, she says, and it's not pretty. She
claims to have the same luxury that non-
trans p[-u'p|i-‘ do. She asserts, “If you're not
trans in this culture, you're largely free
from having to think about what gender
you are in, the same way that if you're
white, you're free from having to think
about what race you are.”

Besides the obvious, is there a differ-
ence between a woman and a transgender
woman? Rather, should there be a differ-

ence? For Boylan, the short answer is her
history and 40 years of male socialization.

“The fact that I didn’t want that
privilege, or that secialization, is perhaps
not the important thing,” Boylan says. “1
had it. And that has affected who I have
become. And so, I would suggest that trans
women need to own up to this—it does
make us different.”

Boylan continues by asserting that that
difference is not a bad thing—that it is
something to accept and be proud of. *On a
good day, 1 feel that this history is a gift; it
has surely enabled me to see things most
other men—and women—don't get to gee.”

The best thing about Boylan’s writing 1s
her earnestness. Expect her to paint truths
to the best of her recollection, but there ex-
ists an added quality of intimacy that cre-
ates an air of trust between the reader and
Boylan, not regarding only her writing, but
of emotion—hers and yours. She reveals,
“It 18 hard to be different in this enlture,
and there are times when [ do kind of wish
[ were like evervone else. That makes me
blue. And then it passes.”

When Boylan was a child, she wanted
to be like her idol, James Thurber, praised
American humorist and cartoonist who
experienced an unfortunate accident in
childhood that eventually led to his com-
plete blindness. At age 49, Boylan's wish
had been granted. “Like Thurber, I can
hardly see.”

Note to Ms. Boylan: On the contrary,
you can see what we cannot, and write to

what we can only aspire.

Boylan in Houston

Jennifer Finney Bovlan, a professor of
English at Colby College in Waterville,
Maine, is the keynote speaker for the 2008
Houston Transgender Unity Banguet. Pre-
sented by the Houston Transgender Unity
Committee, a consortium of area trans
organizations, the April 26 dinner will be
held at Sheraton Houston Brookhollow,
3000 North Loop West.

Tickets are $50 in advance (560 at
the door) and may be purchased through
Ticketweb via the Unity Committee
wehsite. Tickets are also available at
Vanity: A Trans-formation Studio (1442
Yale, 832/767-3252). Proceeds from ticket
sales support the Peggy Rudd Transgender
Scholarship Fund, which for the third year
will award scholarships to trans-identi-
fied students pursuing higher education.
Details: www. htuc.org

Jovee Gabiola contributed to OutSmart’s 2008

Peaple To Watch spotlight in January, interview
ing musician Evrim Bavkal.
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\ . RuddScholarship winner rells %,
| with the punches of transitioning
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Big'man on campus: Stacey “Colt”
Meier, who received the Peggy Rudd
Transgender Scholarship last year, is
now working toward a graduate de-
gree in clinical psychology. He plans
to establish a gender clinic in the
future. “if | can do it and make the
world a better place; | want to do it
Meier says. The Houston Transgen-
der Unity Committee will.award the
42008 scholarship at the annual Unity
_Banguet-on April 265

ast yvear's recipient of the
Houston Transgender Unity
Committee's Peggy Rudd
Transgender Scholarship
b Fund 1s blue-eyed Stacey
“Colt” Meier of Beaumont,
Texas. Meier graduated from Rice Uni-
versity, summa cum laude, with a B.A.
in psychology and is currently pursuing
a master’s degree in clinical psychology
at the University of Houston, where
his research efforts (as well as his
social activism ) are centered on gender
identity disorder. He hopes to eventu-
ally establish a gender clinic where he
will serve as psychologist and family
medicine physician. “Come in and we
will treat you as a human being,” he
says. “If I can do it and make the world
a better place, I want to do it."

Meier's positive attitude seems
rooted in his privileged childhood.
Though his parents are conservative
Catholics, living in a small, conserva-
tive Texas city, their genuine devotion to
God and their scientific, humanitarian
backgrounds (his father a psychologist
and his mother an Ob-Gyn) produced
an only-child upbringing that Meier
remembers as loving and nurturing,

He recalls watching Alvin and the
Chipmunks with his mother one day
while his father was videotaping them.
His father said, “When you grow up and
have kids one day and you're a mom,
vou'll show this to your kids.”

Meier whined, “I don't wanna be a
mom. I'm not gonna be a mother, I'm
gonna be a father.”

“Tell me more about that,” encour-
aged his psychologist father. At the
time, no one in his family knew the full
extent of the gender identity issues.

When his father said, “You know
what, Stacey. If you work hard, you can
do anything you want. You can be any-
one you want to be,” Stacey responded,
“I am going to be a father one day.”

“My parents are freakin’ amazing,”
Meier says today. He recalls a situa-
tion involving a school uniform, com-
plete with a black-and-red plaid skirt:
“Gross.” Constructively, he informed
his mother that he did not want to
wear the required uniform, to which
his mother responded by discussing the
situation with the school principal. “As
long as the same material is used,” the
principal conceded.

And voila! Meier attended his
Catholic echool wearing black-and-red
plaid overalls, which his mother spent
days making, “I didn't feel different;
I felt special and unigque,” he says.
“1 didn’t feel like an outcast. No one
ever came up to me with, You have a
disorder’ or ‘There's something wrong
with you.""

Such comments and related disap-
pointments didn’t surface until many
vears later.

Tae Kwon Don't

A fifth-degree black belt in Tae Kwon
Do, Meier began his martial arts
training at age 8, and at age 12 began
teaching at his martial arts school.
When Meier revealed his decision for
gender transition to his instructor, the
response was: “If you're going to come,
you're going to come as a female, Miss
Meier, There are kids here. This is a
business.”

Having taught at the school for 12
years and having earned respect as a
highly ranked martial artist in Texas,
you would think it would be heart-break-
ing to he delivered a “put on hold until
further notice” sort of deal in regards to
continuing training as a female-to-male
transsexual. As the spirited, forward-
thinker Meier explains the situation, he
remains positive and hopeful about it.
“He doesn't want others to hurt me. He's
worried about the adult men; he can't
control them. And he's worried about

the children, as if being a transsexual
is bad for them or something.”

Presently, Meier and his instruc-
tor, whom he haolds in high regard and
thinks of as a sort of second father, are
still in conversation about his future
with the school. Meier mentions he is
medically required to live as a man.
“All T want to do is train. I love Tae
Kwon Do, It is part of my spirit. [ can’t
be mad at them because we have such
good relationships. I think they're do-
ing the best they can with a difficult
situation.”

Like a Transgender Virgin
Meier experienced his first feelings of
sexual attraction at age 21 when he
kissed his best friend at the time, a girl
he had met at a Catholic youth group.
Despite the mutual spark, the two did
not consummate their yearnings,
Meier, a devout Catholie, claims it

was easy to remain a virgin throughout

adolescence because he wasn't sexu-
ally attracted to his boyfriends. No one
expected ulterior reasons for not being
sexually-charged because, as a proper
Catholie schoolgirl, he held up the “no
sex before marriage” card. But it wasn't
aruse. Saving himself has always been
important to him because of how he
grew up.

“What a great gift would that be for
my spouse on our wedding night! ‘Here
you go, you can have something no one
else has ever had from me.' It's not the
easiest thing in the world, especially
when you're on testosterone and you
know you're going to get married to
your current partner.”

His fiancée, Ame, a 20-year-old art
student at Rice University and daugh-
ter of two astrophysicists/professors
at the same institution, has identified
as a leshian since she was 12 years
old. Aceording to Meier, “She’s very

cantinued on page 121
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Fund to outstanding transgender individuals who are continuing their education. Dr: Peggy Rudd, after whom the

fund was named, is author of two notable books, My Husband Wears My Clothes and Crossdressing with Dignity. In

OutSmart’s June 2004 issue, Rudd explained that when scholarship applicants identify themselves as transgender, they

frequently discover they lose their opportunity. The scholarship aims to heighten transgender individuals” academic

Pursuits so that .’fu'.'; cah achieve their career goals.




Beyond Bufty

Amber Benson talks about love and marriage
and our ‘screwed-up, backwoods society’

by Joyce Gabiola

The L words: Amber
Benson wrote, pro-
| duced, and directed

% Lovers, Liars and
Lunatics (2006), a film
she describes as a
“dark, screwball com-
edy about a neurotic
suburban family that
gets held hostage
in their home by two
inept burglars”

o AMME F BEN

ctress and bookworm Amber Benson is probably best known for her role as Tara Maclay in the tele-
vision series Buffy the Vampire Slayer. Since Buffy she has delved further into her acting eareer and
emerged as a filmmaker and writer. Benson has signed a book deal with a publishing powerhouse
to write a series of three books, which she describes as The Devil Wears Prada mixed with a Neal
Gaiman-esque sort of reality. She will be in Houston in early May for a screening of her second film
(as writer/producer/director), Lovers, Liars and Lunatics (2006). Alongside her many talents, Amber
Benson leaves an impression of being quite a grand advocate for GLBT rights.
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AT 0 T4 '8 continued from page 50

It's ridieulous. It's like the '60s. It's like
African Americans trying to be treated
as equals. We're doing the same thing to
the gay community this country did fo

the blacks. I mean, my f--king excuse-my
French god. When the Republicans are run-
ning their political machine to get people to
get out and vote because they're putting up
antigay marriage on the platform—ecome
and vote hecause you want not to have gay
people get married—I mean, come on, what
the f--k is that about? I'm a straight woman
and I get upset. Their civil liberties, their
rights to be human beings are being taken
atwoay from them. When a couple-
one’s sick and they go to the hospital and
the other person isn't allowed to go into

-STLE -

their room because they're not their partner

by marriage. . .come on. ... Il get off my
; & 3

soapbox.
No, Amber. Please proceed.

Joyce Gabiloa: Do you believe produc-
ers of any type of television show have
been considering sexuality as a factor for
drama?

Amber Benson: I think things are chang-
ing in Hollywood. I think things that were
taboo 10 years ago aren't, whether it's two
women kissing each other on network tele-
vision or kids dealing with transgender
issues or having a female or an African-
American president on 24, It's all chang-
ing. It's becoming a multi-cultural place.
But it’s a slow process, because you're
fighting people who are closed-minded.

In the creative community as a whole,
they're not worried about the bottom line
when they're not worried about what
middle America's going to think—they're
very open, they'll let you try lots of differ-
ent things. It's just when vou start cutting
into their profit margin that they're like:
Wait a minute. Should we really have the
leshians kissing? We might offend some-
body.... It is changing, and it’s getting
better, and people are more open than they
used to be. There are a lot of people who
don’t tell people that they're gay. They're
playing straight roles as actors, and they
don't talk about their sexuality, because
they don't want to lose parts, and [ can't
fault them for it. It's not their fault we live
in a serewed-up backwoods society,

Why do you think people “come out” as
opposed to just letting others find out
through casual conversation?

[ think people want to own their sexuality.
Whether vou're a straight woman or a gay
woman, who you are as a sexual entity is
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a big chunk of who you are as a whole, so
when you say I am this, you are owning
that, you are controlling it, When straight
women had the sexual revolution and they
said, “Hey, I'm in charge of my own sexu-
ality. I can have sex and enjoy sex,” they
all did. Men couldn’t take it away from
them. And the gay community, when you
say, [ am gay, you own it. No one can take
it away from you.

I support people coming out, because 1
think you set a good example for the rest
of the community, to other people, to young

Muhney is from Mars: Amber Benson's Lovers, Liars,
and Lunatics costar, Michael Muhney, portrayed
Sheriff Don Lamb for a three-season run on the
television crime drama, Veronica Mars.

people especially, to say it’s OK to be gay.
I can’t fault people for being scared. Fear
is a big motivator. If someone’s frightened
about how they're going to be perceived or
if they’re going to get attacked and killed,
who am 1 to say? Stand up for what you
believe in, regardless? We're all human.
But I think being open...
control it.

if you own it, you

In your opinion, why do you think Buffy
had such a strong gay following?

It’s very well-written. It's very political
without being up on a soapbox. Then you
have the campiness factor, and I think
that's an appeal. And then you have the
first lesbian long-term couple on network
television, and I think that was a big pull.
People really responded to that, men and
women, lesbians especially. But Alyson
[Hannigan] and [ would get letters from
young gay men and they're like: I didn't
kill myself beeause of this relationship. [
saw that it was OK. I'm from some little
tiny town where no one knows what the
word “gay” means, and I watch this televi-
sion show and know that I'm not abnor-
mal. I know that I am a normal person.
And, you know, that’s the appeal. It didn’t
sensationalize this relationship. It was
just about two people who both happened
to be women who were in love with each
other. But [ definitely think it was the
campiness factor. This young woman is
running around kicking ass.

What amuses you?

You know what I like to watch—and

this is terrible—the serial killer pro-
grams on TV. I love that stuff. I don't
know why—there's something wrong
with me. That, and food programs on TV.
Those things go together. I think it might
be research, because I'm interested in
why people do the horrible things they
do. So [ assume it's research-oriented.

[ haven't had the inclination to go hurt
anybody, so it’s not influencing me in a
negative way, I just find it fascinating
what people will do. Maybe “"amuse”
isn't quite the word for that. A good
book amuses me.

What do you tend to read?

I'll read anvthing. I'll read the back
of a cereal box. I love literature, I love
mysteries and seience fiction.

Do you have a particular title that
you would recommend?

There's a wonderful Russian writer
named Boris Akunin. He writes really
great spy-detectivey books. They're
super famous in the former Soviet
Union. They started to come over
here—they're really good.

What are the appealing characteristics of
Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama?
You got me right on the day after all
the craziness, huh? We did eall-bank-
ing for Obama to remind people to go out
and vote, We called Texas, actually. My
bovfriend got [a person who| had to be
Republican because he called him a f--ker,
He said he hoped there would never be a
black president.

[ like Barack Obama about wanting
things to change, wanting to have a
clean slate, wanting to work on a hipar-
tisan platform so that we're not just a
mono-government culture. He wants to
bring everybody together, and I think he
really has a chance of doing that; whereas
she's a little bit more divisive. But I also
think she’s very strong, very bright, and
very capable, and I would be very happy
with either of them. I just feel a little
more connection to Barack Obama, per-
sonally. But I like her, I don't dislike her.
I think she's a fine candidate. And it’s
cool that she's a woman. It's awesome that
the next president guite possibly is gonna
be African American or a woman. It's
f--king cool.

What comes to mind when you think of
vampires?

I guess I have to go with Lestat because
he's the perennial sexpot. When you say

the word “vampire,” I think of him. Even
though he’s not Tom Cruise, goddammit.
Not the vision [ had in my head. No offense
to Tom Cruise.

So you are dating Adam Busch, right?
Yes.

And he’s in a band called Common Rota-
tion, is that correct?

Yes, yes he is. And [ made a video for
them!

In Alaska!
In Alaska of all places. It was awesome.,
What a great place.

Do you want to get married?

I don't know. Sometimes it looks so pret-
ty—all those dresses. Other times it looks
absolutely terrifying, especially when
everyone is getting married and then five
yvears later getting divorced. I think most
people are going to stop giving gifts at
weddings. I don’t know. I'm lucky to have
the opportunity to get married if [ want to
get married. Not everybody does.

I have one last question for you. If you
had to go gay, for whom would it be and
why?

Oh, I've always had a little crush on Ange-
g0 darn pretty. She’s
just pretty, what can I say? You know who
I have a big girl erush on? I did this movie
called One-Eved Monster, It’s a farce that's
set in the porn industry. This woman, Ve-

lina Jolie; she’s just

ronica Hart, is in it—she was a porn star
and now she’s a producer and a director.
She is awesome. She is probably one of the
sexiest people I've ever met. | have a girl
crush on her. She’s the nicest person and
she’s hot!

Read more of this conversation with
Amber Benson at www,OutSmart
Magazine.com.

Writer /director Amber Benson's most
recent film, Lovers, Liars and Lunatics,
sereens al Rice Cinema, under the sponsor
ship of Southwest Media Project (SWAMP)
on Saturday, May 3, followed by a @ & A
with Benson. Women in Film and Televi-
ston hosts a reception following the ¢ & A,
Tickets are $10 (§8 for SWAMP members
and students). Purchase tickets online at
swamp.org exhibition, Find information
on location and parking at ricecenema.rice.
edu (directions.cfm.

Joyee Gabiola also wrote two artieles for this
issue, “"Secing & Believing through Jennifer
Bovian's Eves” on page 44 and “Call Him Calt”
on page 48.

INTRODUCING
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THE TRULY RANDY( MM%%

Sexy, Now you can feel that way without anything on but your

Randy Mitchmore smile,

Listed in Houston's Tep Doctars, Dr. Mitchmore crafts each
smile to fit the unique personality and style of every patient.

He is also a highly trained, experienced cosmetic dentist with
advanced denial education to offer the skill and expertise you

expect and deserve,

Lifesmiles offers a comprehensive menu of innovative and
elegant treatment options - everything from a quick brightening
10 a dramatic redesign to add a smile to your birthday suit,

Call today for your private consultation, or visit us online at

www.lifesmiles.us.

DR RANDY MITCHMORE. BECAUSE A RANDY SMIL

ALL IN THE NAME.

MF@FESM ILES

DENTISTRY AT ITS |

1722 W. ALABAMA ST.1

$13.092.9300 -

NEST

E 1S

{OUSTON. TX 77098

WWW.LIFESMILES.US

est Freeway, Suite 409

DSt stuck, or without

direction?

"Does your world feel like it has

i ﬁmed upside down?

d like to help

713-589-9804

Supervised by Elizabeth Maynard, Ph.D.

B 205M Friandly
| ——1

Transgendar Frisndly

ANITA’

§ ADVENTURE

CONTINUES...

Hang on just a bit longer

for the De

licious details!

Details saon. Check out:

Anit

aBump.com
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Looking for Crate & Barre!, Restoration
Hordware, Storehouse Style Furniture?

Come and see the smart alternative!

No fancy showroom -
we really are a
warehouse in the
Heights - just

trend setting
furniture at

30% to 50%

less than your
favorite stores

and catalogs.

Chic Warehouse

727 Yale Street » One Block West of Heights Blud.
(713) 822-3392

Wed. - Fri. 10am - 3pm » Sat. 10am - Spm » Sun, lam - 5pm
Find us on: http://houston. citysearch.com/bestof/winners/ furniture

Chie Warehouse™ s not associated with any resail stove. All bramd names
driel trademarks ave the property of their respective holders and are
referenced here for desoriptive purposes enly

The sciencgyof HIV care is achieving high cell counts and low
viral loadst The art of hedlth care for people living with.HIV

is M % alth issues that people with HIV face.

quality care and a name you
can frust, all in o warm caring
atmosphere. Our HIV care team
is further strengthened by the
700+ UT Physicians specialists
and sub-specialists who provide
their unique expertise fo our
patients.

* HIV/AIDS Care

* Primary Care Atrarian Ardt

* Clinical Trials il i

* HIV Pregnancy Care AR RO

= Access to UT Sub-Specialists 3

UT West Loop Health Center
1776 Yorktown, Suite 150
Houston, Texas 77056

Information and Appointments
713.572.8122

Free Onsite & Handicopped Parking
Medicare & Most Insurance Plans

Se Habla Espanol

UT*PHYSICIANS

Thank You Ouivimari Readers!
Best Cosmetic Skin Care Canter in
2006 & 20071

We use the |latest FDA approved dermal fillers to ulwm 3
decades. off your appearance: giving a natural, pleasant, and well
rested look e

Before : After

e Non-Surgical e Immediate long lasting resuits e Affordable
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SCHOOL OF MASSAGE

Enrolling now for Day and Night Classes
starting June 6, 2008

* Clases en Espaiol

> Intern Massage 1hr/$35, 1.5hrs/$50

> Affordable rates/Financing Available

712335335250
WWW.AVALONMASSAGESCHOOL.COM

Voulez-vous?: Marc
Garcia (clockwise
from bottom left),
Kelly Murray, Tom
Baker, Dominick Sol-
iz, and Anita Bump
(center) roll out the
'S French finery for Un

{ you are one of those people who eats Freedom Fries or
drinks only domestic Bordeaux, go ahead and turn to the
next story, please. There’s nothing for you on this page.

But if you are a fan of all things French, you'll love
Un Soiree Pelouse: A Garden Party, a campy gala fund-
raising event set for April 20 at Rich’s.

Granted, the name Un Soiree Pelouse: A Garden
Party sounds similar to the annual tres gay Garden

S Soiree Pelouse: A
" Garden Party.

Party fundraiser of days gone by. But the two events are in no
way connected, Houston GLEBT Community Center board member,
Mare Gareia, says.

“The idea for Un Soiree Pelouse sprung from our desire to do
a signature fundraising event for the programs of the commu-
nity center, one that was really diverse and would get everybody
involved,” Garcia says.

Garcia, who co-chairs the event with Tom Baker, hopes the —
OutSmart
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Oooh La La! pormemme previous page

soiree will eventually enable the center to fund a scholarship program for
GLBT students.

In addition to complimentary well drinks and non-stop dance musie,

Svireers can expect to be treated to the hilarious anties of emeee Anita
Bump and special guest entertainer, Bernadette, Additionally, M2M
Fashion Lounge provides an “out of this world” runway fashion show with
a sexy French twist, featuring both male and female models. Jenna Drey,
Erie Alan, and XM Radio DJ Mark D round out the entertainment

Even if it's something as simple as sticking a eroissant in your bon-

dollar?

net, the reguired attire for Un Soiree Pelouse is something & la Francais,
Garcia insists.

“Or they could simply wear something red or black, which are our
theme colors,” he adds. FOR THE
QUEENS
Bahy Bokchay
Baby Backribs
Lotta Brisket
Lol Gagy
Glori Hole
Lotta Latte
Frieda Lay
(va deRainbo
Bobbi Yega
Maura Myass
Venus Envy
Bow Tie Mary

As if all this voulez-vous action weren't enough, Pelouse partiers are
eligible to win a free Norwegian Cruise Line vacation, compliments of
AquaFest; you must be present to win,

Admission starts at $25, with VIP packages ranging from $100 to
$250, with proceeds benefiting the Houston GLBT Community Center.
April 20, 2-6 p.m. Rich’s, 2401 San Jacinto St.

Details: www.myspace.com/agardenparty.

Spring queen: The self-styled “mouthy, smart-ass, hilarious” diva Anita Bump, who ' .'\ ¥
emcees Un Soiree Pelouse on April 20, made her debut seven years ago at the annual & ‘. -
Pranksters In Pumps fundraiser show presented by Montrose Softball League (which . - ]
this year takes place on April 5, 6-9 p.m,, at Rich's, featuring a special Bump perfor- ’ Auntie Em Bolism
mance). In addition to Un Soiree Pelouse, presented by and benefiting the Houston " e Prada Myazz
GLBT Community Center, Anita Bump's activities include hosting a weekly show at . 1 : - Balmy Brisas
Rich's on Saturdays at midnight. Her content-rich website, www.anitabump.com, is " | {breezes)

no doubt one of the few drag-queen sites that features new food and cocktail recipes Angie ['Plasty
every month—for April, Apple-Pear Crisp and Sparkling Mint Lemonade. Dixie Humpfest

Full Gym
Steam
Sauna

Whirlpool

Outdoor Heated
Patio

Sundeck

The
Ultimate
Visual
Experience

Polo Ralph Lauren

Silhouette
Michael Kors

Oakley

- Adidas
Private Bollé

essing Chanel
Gueei

Ray Ban

2.5 Eyephonics

How Does Your Garden Drag?

OurSmarT’s guide to choosing a drag name

I1 started innocently enough:

Q: "Does anyone have change for a

Shery Yine
Carmen Monoxide
Rosita Bellini
Haney Musto

Rosie Glow

Rosie Palm

Raiz Blade

Val Capane

Ginger Snapped
Houtin' Annig

C. Mice

¥i Agra

Celexa Moodswing
A Nell Retentive
Lexa Pro

Lexa Con

Muffy Diver

lvana B, Strokanaff
Lenten VMespers
Hortense N. Uptight

A: *Changephora Dollah! That would
make a great drag name!”
Like most people who find themselves
deeply ensconced in the GLBT culture,
OutSmart staffers frequently find our daily
conversations to be peppered with poten-

Margo West-Young-
man

Minnie Apolos
Tasta Kugel

Ivana Schmuck
Bessie Merculo
Chava Goyim
Shmera Philly
Gnosh Bagel
Sofonda Bush
Sofonda Muffaletta
Ensalada Romaine
Penny Traytion
Nocturna E- Missions
Val, Hallah!

Carrie Dkee

Ella Funt

Marion Ferlove
Marion Fermoney

tial stage names,

And why not? Queer folk have been
doing drag for centuries, perhaps even as
long ago as when Adam first noticed Eve's
fig leaf and decided that color of green
would look great for his big exit-from-the-
Garden-of Eden production number.

As you prepare your costume for Soiree
Pelouse, whether you opt to duct tape up

Changephera Dallah

Shonda Licious

Appassionetta von
Khymao

Agnes Day

Regina Salve

Rosetta Stone

lvana Biggun

Lady Fingers

Amy Nitrate

Clawnna Pin

Crema Poblano

Martha Vin

Whit E. Bar

Rusty Cax

Dusty Rutbers

Condi Nasty

Phyflis Uppabow!

Clenda Myacin

Crampé Clotalot

Ther

Bigraq Wannalay
Cuppa Desire
Cinnaman Hazelnut
Caramel Defight
Rosetta Stonad
Dirty Martini
Kappy-Headed and

Heidi, The

Ho Sisters
Krystal Meth
Sweddy Boa
Okra Homa
(Oprah Homa
0kda Home
Lynin Queeny
Mia Kulpa
Pepper Mashay
Banghang Lalesh
Marcia Dimes
Lo Mein

LY

16

GGrace Anatomy

Nelly Fritata

Rossa Tahula

Mama Condom

Helen Highwater

Helena Handbasket

Kittie: Withawhip

Fannie Pflag

Pally Tishum

Ageta Menophin

Kanna Ax

[va N. Duriith

Pashmina Shawl

Mammary Lang

Helena Handbasket

Sadie N.
Gommaorrah

Faith N. Bagorrah

Iris Scanner

Wimi lnyu

May

FOAM PAR

Special LOBOWNdeo Artist

—
-
“ -

that manly chest of yours to fashion some
faux décolletage or you duct-tape down
your more feminine front to convey the illu-
sion of pecs, OutSmart wants to help.

We offer these potential monikers to
you, hoping each name will be adopted
by a fledgling performer and come to life
in a Celine Dion medley on a gay stage

near you.

Heidi Savsape
Minnie Dicque
Heidi Saphallic
Park N. Rear
Rod Stollen
Nome Johnson
Dick Missin

FOR THE KINGS
Harry Baxter
Crayion Burrel|
Harry Palm
Papa Razzi
Cocky Fridman
Elmo Stlegal
Vasili Putty
Rusty Kneedle
Emerson Bigtatas
Manny Beaver-
manch

»

= Singer / Songwriter i
g, MIKE ATOR 7~

Peter Packer

Ron Rico

Chester Drawers
Sam D'Nella
Mpighe Toweletta
Manuel Feed

Rod Lightning
Justin Time

Justin Case

Justin Thenikatime
lan E. Meany
Miney Moe

Al Dentay
Al Freseo
Norm da Plume
Lex Apro
Jacgues Strapp
Jacaues Tootight
Major Razorbum
Beau Gamvilla

Chris Anthemum

Seymaour Jane

Rusty Cox

Bayer Lee Maninuft

Dusty Rubbers

Tater Peeler

Philip Heads

Rutien Esk

Buster Nutt

Seymour Tudy

Lance Boil

Emerson Bighalls

Bayer Lee Cubb

Stiffy McHardwood

Montrose Montroge
Golly

Saddam Gomarrah

Lucky Hugh

A Sid Rayne

Taint Gotwon I

Swiss Flex
Roberto Cavalli

R.J. Cassidy

OPTICIANS, INC.

58 Yea ce

#i

Registration
Until May & $90

4

After May 5 $110

R.M.T.,N.M.T, ll Rieki T.
therapeutic massage
ryanmassageworks.com
713-269-7926

THE CLUB ousron

Clean. Fun

2900 Westheimer (Next to Chuy's Restaurant)

713.523.8682

A PRIVATE MEN'S CLUB
2205 Fannin Street * Houston * (713)659-4998 « www.theclubs.com

VISIT THE GYM WEBSITE AT THEGYMATCLUBHOUSTON.COM

P David Lowis, davidiewisimagas-com
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History in style! 2-story
Heights home on large
corner lot has updated
kit., master suite w/walk

Live on the beach!

Bolivar Peninsula home has
sunroom the length of the
Iu\u\c quarters & has extra
e lot! $445.000 Robert
./ 1hn ~409-939-9237

in closet, French doors to

|U\-'L‘|_\-' deck. areal ‘:.':il'i“
$525,900 Bob Beszborn ~
281-650-

Ty
2120

From curb appeal to creative financing,
we present plenty of community real estate
resources and tips on buying your dream home,
and getting the deal that’s right for you.

Sunny exposure! Charming
Galveston home on large lot
has historical charm w/ mod-

Bob Beszborn

ern conveniences and wonder
Independent Realtor Executive

281-650-2726

ful surf views. Just a block
from the beach! $288.500
Robert Zahn ~ 409-939.9237

Elegant Heights! Light & open
bungalow has {/p, updated kit.
& baths, pine floors, great

Storm survivor! Spacious &
updated w/ stunning hard porch and even a pool! A gem! §
woods. large rooms, fantastic $339.900

master suile & so much more! Bill Baldwin ~ 281-850-6862
5245.,000 Robert Zahn 7
409-939-

237 ho ecti '
9235 | Showhouse perfection! New

I EL'I.*T'IH\ |'1L\I11L' }‘\ '\”L‘E,'I'Ll '\\1“

f amaze w/its grand entry, stun-
B ning appts., gourmet kit. and
' designer features. $999,900
Bill Baldwin ~ 281-850-6862

Robert Zahn \
g Independent Realtor Executive
S 409-939-9237

511 Missouri - new development by BAS
L #'-~|'u';|'|~ Contemporary Mexican design
on quiet Hyde Park street. Pavestone drive,

inside HWY 6 has mid-century
mod home w/ many newer items, 5 i

private access & individual yards for pool T : : 3
T TR : ning pool and horses are allowed
summer Kitchen. Starting in the $300s Ty el e
e $585,000 Karen Derr ~ 713-875-
Linda Shupe - 832-646-2570) 2050
. 705 (

car garage, office, barn and a stun-

1 Extraordinary home by Bastian
W ;"lill l'::.ll'\l:_"\'_ [‘I'll'IlL' location

on proposed hike & bike trail,

ish inspired Midiown TH has it all from

8 comfy interior, romantic master

master on 1st floor w/custom closet to chefl's

{
é Designed with distinction! Gorgeous Span-

suite plus quarters. $524,900
Karen Derr ~ 713-875-7050

kit. and exciting views! $450,000
85 Linda Shupe ~ 832-646-2570

Urban Elegance! Relax! ‘Humm 3,000+ sq. fi

Galveston |1nmu 15 beach-side

| Beautiful 3-story free-

standing home in Rice Military offers w/ water views, great outdoor

gleaming hardwoods, high ceilings, relax- spaces on all levels, enter-

ing outdoor spaces and more. ... minutes tainer's kit., large closets &
from everything! $368.000
Linda Shupe

832-646-2570

room for everyone! $610,000

Linda Shupe
Senior Realtor Executive
832-646-2570

i, U

www LRl KAREN DERR

& ASSOCIATES REALTY

Karen Derr
Broker/Owner
713-875-7050

713.862.1600




SUPPLEMENT

What Buyers Want

Today, home’s features can make or break the sale

By Vicky Katz Whitaker

REUTHER

According to a report on buyer preferences compiled
by the National Association of Realtors, the top three
features today’s buyers are looking for are central air-
conditioning, a walk-in closet in the master bedroom
and an oversized garage to meet their storage needs.

IJEKTARERE:

AT e ST T : ezt st B B e VT j & . N B e - = B nowniown
Montrose, minutes from West Gray - tary, walking distance to El Tiempo & ' i

restaurints and Shl-ilppiﬂﬁ Upgrades Catalan, minutes from Memarial Park.
& built-ins throughout, Chef’s kitchen with g B Deivite drive. Soaring entry, tiled foyer. Bright,
' @ open floorplan with upgrades throughout.,
Sparkling kitchen with Silestone counters &
: s e white applianc frigerator included. Covered
landscaped backyard. 3/3.5/2 - 2,666 5 \ i : 1 patio, balcony off kitchen, and large
- Offered at 439,900 . 1 3/3.5/2 - 2,984 sq ft - Offered at $4.

REUTHER HOMES PROUDLY ANNOUNCES OUR NEW CUSTOM HOME DIVISION 713.266.4424
Donald Puryear

Realtor Associate, Licensed Attorney 713-302-6543 (cell) * donpuryear@swbell.net
2626 Richmond Ave. » Houston, Texas 77098  quavzv.Inrnerl. 00}'—’[ domeSales.com




62

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT

confinced from page 60

Landseaping
& Desian, e

small town.

television/satellite hookups, high-speed Intemet expected, although they share

connections, and a backyard or play area above
all else. If you want to sell a house that's new B
or just a few years old, you're in luck. All groups heir
preferred a house less than 10 years old.

with the cost of fuel skyrocketing, nearly half 3,
of recent buyers (46 percent) said energy effi fencing, or being close i
ciency was “very important” when they searched ition, cultural activiti ant
for a home, says the NAR report. A home's en shopping. Se ikely
ergy efficiency was of greater concem to older  fo look fora h n a sky
house-hunters experienced in homeownersh lights, a kitchen island, § anc
than younger people buying a home for the first ~ a whirlpool bath
time. It was also significantly mare important to f \ it
those purchasing new homes than those who € ma feature
bought previously owned homes i T a e, |

Eighty-two percent of the home buyers I I 1o oM vhe
surveyed for the report looked for a detached 1 tl AR study
single-family home, the NAR says, the pattemn ut, “Repeat buyers are more likely to purchase
if:||-I'\_-'t nsistent no matter wha r age. Even a home with maost of ther prelerred features
though they represent a smaller segment of the including many luxury items. Compares
home-Duying me ﬁ.(—_-l, 18- to '_. A-years-olds anc first-time buyers, they compromised most on
those 75 or older co rehbornood featiur 15 | T t K
f those who purch: park or playground, and public transportati
multiunit complexes. Buyers of new homes more often made

Neary three-fourths of survey M =izhborhood featur tch
choose a single-family house in a suburbar 15 proximity 1 [tural ties.

w $180s - $440s = Conclerge/Porter service = §250s = Free standing = $5349,900 = Rooftop views
= 17 floor plans Ray Walker 281.687.8429 Casie Burke 713.922.0640 = 12 new homes Kellf Considine 281.387.7953

1302 - 1324 W. Dallas ‘
» $395K - $425K
® 12 new homes

620 - 640 Harold
® 11 new homes
» Prices $500s — $700s
Todd Partridge 713.824.5454

= $190s - $875

= 22 new homes

= Skyline views

Casie Burke 713.922.0640

® Amazing views
Ray Walker 281.687.8429

suzanne
anderson . rorops.com = 713.862.0000 = 713.529.8484 |
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“Interpreting the market
and understanding your needs
equals great results. We are here
for all your real estate needs.”

T '1|l | lli

a()l; 000 Westhaven Estates/

Galleria Area

Montrose

Area

CuinToN PRESTIGE
Homes
3039 Clinton Drive
Houston, Texas 77020

713.589.3623
954.632.3929

Bryan Newman
832.419.5355

Terry Coddington
713.530.0800

TiE METROPOLITAN

KELLER WILLIAMS

i

] ] ]
UL

Come experience the Buffalo Bayou
Renovation Project with its revitalization
that is transforming Houston.

What a Great Place to Be!

* Best upcoming location at affordable prices.

* Minutes from downtown, shopping, and nightlife.

* Gated community.

* European-style finishes

* Approx. 1,840 to 2,500 Square Feet.

* Rooftop terrace overlooking downtown.
* Three bedrooms.

* Three story homes

* Two to three and a half baths

* Priced from $200's

$5 ,000 Available in

Upgrades or Closing Costs*

*Must use preferred lender

Cody Grizzoffi
Call 832-541-1103

CGrizzoffi@ primelending com

Primelending @ CLINTON PRESTIGE

URBAN STYLE LIVING

A PlainsCapital Compamy, =
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Mortgage Maftters

Subprime meltdown changes home refinance climate

By Vicky Katz Whitaker

Copley News Senvice

hen interest rates startto drop, finanaially
savvy homeowners usually head straight
for their banker or mortgage lender.

They know the time may be ripe to
refinance that higher interest rate
fixed mortgage or renegotiate terms
of an adjustable-rate mortgage.

But in the wake of the subprime
meltdown and today's turbulent
economy, it's gotten tougher to get
what you want. Before approving refinancing,
lenders are scrutinizing credit scores, the amount
of equity that the homeowner has accrued even
employment and payment pattemns.

What does this mean to you?

Plenty, if you're stuck with a high mortgage
payment and a house that has taken a double-
digit

5

plunge in value over the past year. If you

put nothing down when you bought your house,

Private, gated enclave of 39 luxury garden homes, nestled in the
heart of Houston and minutes from everything intown has to offer.

GATED COMMUNITY | PRIVATE BACKYARDS | LARGE LIVING AREAS
HARDWOOD FLOORS | STAINLESS STEEL KITCHEN APPLIANCES
LUXURIOUS BATHROOMS WITH TRAVERTINE MARBLE TILE
GRANITE COUNTERTOPS | LUSHLY LANDSCAPED PARK AND WALKING TRAIL
LOCATED MINUTES FROM MIDTOWN, DOWNTOWN
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made a small down payment, or have little eg-
uity, you may find it impossible to take advantage
of lower interest rates. If you have less than 5
percent equity in your home or a credit score
below 680, you may not be able to qualify for
refinancing or refinancing cash-out packages that

To really benefit, you need to keep your home
long enough to pay the costs of the refinanc-
ing process, which can run several thousand
dollars, depending on how much you borrow.

in the past could have provided you with a lower
mortgage rate and money over the value of your
home to pay off credit cards, finance a major
purchase, even pay for your child's education
Even if you can find a lender willing to ref

nance your existing mortgage, a poor credit his
tory and lack of equity could leave you facing
additional fees and rates higher than what is of-
fered to better credit nisks. That could undermine

AND THE MUSEUM DISTRICT

any benefit derived from refinancing your mort-
gage now.

If you are in good financial shape, when does
it make sense to seek refinancing?

When rates drop by one-half to one point,
provided you stay in your home for at least five
years to recoup the closing costs.

“In some cases, you may be
able to do that in a year or two,”
says American Bankers Associa-
tion spokesman John Hall. To re-
ally benefit you need to keep
your home long enough to pay
the costs of the refinancing process, which can
run several thousand dollars, depending on how
much you barrow,

For a homeowner with an adjustable-rate
mortgage and good credit, refinancng to a fixed-
rate |oan can guarantee that the interest rate will
be fixed for the life of the loan. If you want to
stick with an adjustable-rate mortgage, refinanc-
ing may let you negotiate for a better rate and

Luxury from s
~___ the Low 5200s _<

payment cap than what you have now. By converting to a shorterterm

loan, refinancing also can allow some homeowners to build up equity more

quickly.
Mortgage experts offer these other suggestions:

« If you're thinking about refinanang, make the first stop the lending in-
stitution that gave you your existing mortgage. Since you have a track
record with them and they with you, it can work to your advantage. But if
you're not satisfied with the service or the package they are offering, shop
around. "It's a very competitive market,” the ABA's Hall points out

« Don't have your property appraised in advance of sitting down with the
lender. As a result of the problems with the subpr market and an
almost nationwide dive in real estate values, financial institutions are less
inclined to accept appraisals submitted by a property owner. Expect to
pay for the services of an appraiser selected by the lender as part of the
refinancing process.

* Don't seek cash-out mortgage refinancing to pay for intangibles like a

vacation or a big-screen television set. Instead, use the money to make

repairs or upgrades that add value to
* A cash-out mortgage refinancingcan be a lifesaver if you're deep in credit

your home.
card debt. Use the money to pay off high-interest credit card bills. Just
make sure that once those bills have been paid, you don't run up others.

[ | f 1 i
* If you can't que

refinancing but still need to reduce your carmying

charges, there are other alternatives, industry officials say. They recom

mend that you approach the lender that gave you your existing mortgage
and ask if them if they can modify the terms. Today, mast lenders would
rather rework terms if you don't qualify for refinancing than get stuck with

one more house that's in losure

+ Despite some sites that are scams, legitimate and attractive mortgage

: in be found enline. But you may be viewed as a one
time customer. Working with a local lender can let you build a long-term
financial relationship. B

L] il ninony.corm
Montrose/River Daks Heights
arnsn

M5

Charming carmer
Iot with guest
quarters/garage 8
apt. Endless |
possiblities!

Beautiful Mediterra
nean, Gated Slate entry
with Fountain, Marhle,
Hardwoods, Granite and
Built-Ins throughout!

o W T
heated lagoon
poal and spa.
Many recent
renovatioens!

1942 W, Lamar = $575,000

with Granite,
Hardwoods, stain-
less appliances.

912 Cortland 5t - $338,000

Let me feature your home here!

NEW LISTINGS!
Montross/ Downtown
B4 Palk,

832.722.6901

SellingHou@aal com

'

I look forward to meeling KAREN DERR
& .“S—E‘JFIJ\TEEIR_EfLT'l’“

1én

CusTow HoMEs

Only 8 Homes Lefi!

| ASK ABOUT DUR

$5,00

BUYER'S
. INCENTIVE!

3/2.5/2 1,774 sq. ft. From 5280s
New Construction Homes!

Custom Features Throughtout!
OPEN HOUSE EVERY

SAT. & SUN: 1-5pm

MANORS AT SHADY ACRES
TOUR OUR NEW MODEL!

KANSAS ESTATES — 26li! & 2603 DETERING

3/35/2 Located in the hearf of booming Coftage Grove neighborhood with rapid
investment growth. Features a Private Drivewoy for Additional Parking, Traverfine flrs,
Wood flrs, Granite Counters, Elevoted Kitchen & Dining and Massive Living Room.

2 496 sq. ft. Offered ot: $319,000 Contact Kathy Phelan for info: 713.256.7335

ASK ABOUT OUR

$10,000

BUYER'S

THE VIEW AT MANOR PARK - DOWNTOWN
3/2.5/2 Contemporary Townhomes, Open Plans,

INCENTIVE!

Downtown Views STARTING FROM $219,900

&

'1.' i

Exprricnce the
InnerLooplLiving.com

Ronnie Kee, CRS

Broker Assaciate, Fine Homes Specioist

713.557.4404

Ronnie@Innerloopliving.com o=z —- L3

Rogelio "Ro" Olivetti

Reaftor Assaciate,” Buyer's Agen!

713.320.2867

Ro@InnerLoopLiving.
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Making an Impression

In a buyer's market, owners focus on curb appeal

By Frank Wagner homeowners. But shifting market conditions t may indicate that with mare options for buye
Copley News Service appear to have changed home improvements to choase from in much of the country, curb ap
focus and retum on investment peal and making a good first impression are even
s the saying goes, you never get a second Of the six projects cited by the "Cost vs. Valu more important”
AI | O make a irst es:
SiQn I| re || £ » parlance

Remodeling magazine suggested

that first impressior called curb = L
sppeal and it has taken on an in homeowners wanting to sell - Upsca eiaces
ed mportance in the curent should concentrate improvements
o ' P, on exterior upgrades. e
Report,” Re MAagazine
suggestt d homeowners wanting o - all should |::|'-|"-_""' where national recovery rales exces ded
ncentrate improvements on extenor upgrades 80 percent, only one was stnctly an inside job
minor kitchen remodel. ] percent
17 g1 : for t if N placemen
CC t I estate aj | 1at
iilder leling, bathroom  and brokers in 65 market * Ups e
] id whole house “We don't have any hard data behind the (8
choices for shift,” says NAR spokesman Walter Molony. “But ffi page 68

ey here Myﬁ |
v }?éﬁun' _
o

[y =
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CUSTOM CLOSETS
MURPHY BEDS
HOME OFFICE
GARAGE STORAGE
CUSTOM PANTRIES

GET APPROVED TODAY.
T Jl,"._!l‘,“f.ff:.'.s ~ JUST CALL 713.524.1850.
713.688.8808 : F*-*f?ff

K aﬁ' % é/iurl'qage ¥ SN S 4
E;%?g;s-ggggﬁlmtion /Mu L oibict ll g A'is?ﬂilsﬁ www.murié.’;g.ea-s;sn-c‘cnm. el

3303 Louisiana Street, Suite 220 = Houston, Texas 77006 » 713.524.1850

Purchase, Refinance, Cash-out
bafore you call the REST - call the BEST!
Call John Frels and Mortgage Associates

Visit our Showroom at 3556 West TC Jester

510 Lovett Boulevard, Lovett Place Condos

60% SOLD, prices from $200s-$400s, gym +
rooftop deck with grill/sink, elegant natural stones
and other finishes, in the middle of some of
Houston’s finest restaurants, storage unit included,
move-in May/June.

620-640 Harold, Piazza Savannah

town homes with spiral staircase and elevator option,
prices from $500s-$700s, exclusive new gutf:d commui-
nity in Montrose, high-end finishes, water fountain in
center of elevated courtyard, move-in May/June.

Contact Todd Partridge
Suzanne Anderson Properties
713-824-5454 todd@toddpartridge.com

Plans and more details at toddpar!ridge.com

=i profile wall brackets

_HeIp the ENVIR@MJ’ EN T with TECHNOLOGY

audio video

avdesignshouston.com 7300 SW Frwy Houston TX 77074
713-776-8444
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design = project management = installation .ﬂ-\y)hed‘g)@u'ym
ittt O HelprI Real Superéior Workmanship

@alsz’tm&‘/cg Customer Sewice

Estate Tips D

DON'T BE A VICTIM = Large Yard 25’ x 25’
eddie Mac is tuming a video- « Incredible Downtown Views

« Open Sat & Sun 1-4 p.m.

1015 Crocker

« Kitchen Island w/Wine Chiller
- Elegantly Appointed Homes
» No Maintenance Fee

Lmel

omes LP

c]esigner

BATH=KITCHEN

Contact our Showroom for a Design Consultation
281.944.2000 » www.DesignerBath-Kitchen.com

ind asset management.
The video can be found online at youtube Diverse Properties, Diverse Clientele

i/ AvoidFraud

MONTROSE DUPLEX s Bl B
8 Castle Ct. -4 4 it e et I
S el im@Qrn g e ol S A GET IT SOLD Cody Bowman
*375,000 : ood norm generally provides a good P Gabiring Coteiatas ol i LIeTyy
FE SR SR SN S T A professional approach to.real estate

Allen Frieze MRESO | 713/621-8001

Rcul tor® m E..{. - ]| .le ”!I e 3 I. I 3T . , I I 3 s s bk www‘codybowman .com
832-419-9969 (CEL1) ded & i ou always want at

L ALLENSOLDIT.COM  713-528-1800 (oFrice)




SPECIAL ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT "I have done a fairly extensive amount of re- |
2 1

search into the psychology of how women think

out purchases” Nelson s “Women have
- y about purchases,” Nelson says. “Women have a
Real Estate Tips hypertext mind. You click en one thing in their
¢ head and all these other things open up. Wom-
en take a 360-degree perspective on how every

nued from page 69

e PLUMBING &
APPLIANCE

5403 Kirby at Sunset Blvd.
www. villageplumbing.com
24-hour Emergency Service

Showroom Hours:
(M-F) 8 AM to 6 PM;
(Sat) 9 Am to 5 PM

(BBE Winner of Distinction,
2 years in a row. )

We handle ALL of your A/C, heating,
plumbing & appliance repair needs.

“ Enjoying old

requires a |HI]I1I‘II"'-H for history:

10MmMes

Morse

and Custom Homes

renovating old homes

requires a great respect for the

craftsmen of the past”

70 APRIL 2008 QuiSmart

ture to free up space.
Never have more than two kitchen appli-

ances on your countertops. You don’t want
to hide them
» Remove any area rugs on top of your carpets;
buyers sometimes assume you are hiding a
stain.
Make sure to remove all papers and photos
from the refrigerator.
furn on all lights for the apen house, even
if it's dunng the day. Also make sure your
shades or blinds are open. The more light,
the better.

.

.

» Do not cook anything in the house a few
hours before a showing and do not smoke
indoors while your house is on the market.

» Closets should always look spacious. Pack up

seasonal clothing and organize the rest. Your
never want your closets to look full, so less

15 more

Fresh flowers displayed at the open house
make your home feel inviting.

1 and not in the

Make sure your bills are o

mail tray and cleaning supplies are put away

It may

"

to think your home is expensive or difficult

eem silly, but you don't want buyers

to maintain, Give them a sense of harmony

d light fodures: T don't

ind will give your en-

look

WOMEN RULE
ecognizing that women exert strong
influence over most home purchases,

author Tara-Nicholle Nelson has written

a book designed to guide them through the

house-hunting process
"“Women hold the purse strings when it
comes to these major home-buying decisions,

book will make tt

ducated,

1 be
ihident consumers,” says Nelson, the

author of Trillion Doflar Wermmen (BuilderBooks

and t 20

more Cof

com, §24.95)
According to a recent Harvard University
study, womern control 91 percent of home buy

ing or remodeling decisions. Ne an attor
ney and a real estate investor, holds a master's

degree in psychology. She says women think

son

about housing in different ways than men

Men tend to focus on one goal at a ime,
but women approach the search for a home
like putting together a complex puzzle. Every
aspect of the dwelling matters to them. She
compares it to sorting through information
while surfing the Internet.

single element of the home will affect everyone

in their lives”

A half-century ago, married women typically
accompanied their husbands to view model
homes and focused their attention primarly on

tchens and family rooms, Nelson says. Today
they are involved in all aspects of home buying

and remodeling.

Although it was written for female consum-
ers, the book could be a resource for housing

nrofessionals, she adds.

BACK TO THE FUTURE

d is bnnging back its House of

the Future with a decidedly prese
bent. Taylor Momison, a noted home
builder, is constructing a $15 million, 5,000
square-foot house inside Tomorrowland's Inno-
ventions building, ariginal home to the Carousel

ol Frogress show

But unlike Monsanto's
> that graced the entrance to Tomarowland
rom 1957 to 1967 the "Innoventions Dream
Home" will carry a contemporary design inside

icture when it opens In

all-plastic, futunstic

And the contents, from Microsoft Corp.

Co., and software maker Life

“Our goal is for the guests to walk in and feel
exactly like [this is] the home they or their neigh-
bors could own,” Miller says.

Under a five-year agreement with the corpo
rate sponsaors, the Dre
i (Disney cast members plus an offstage dog)
will display how the real world will interact with

am Home for a family of

means of wireless con-

the digital universe
2ctions and TV screens.
Visitors will be able to test some of the sys-
tems and walk away with a password key that
llows them to design their own dream home

using the high-tech produds.

“One of the things that's really critical in the

concept is that we keep it updated and fresh,”

Miller says, "We've built in cycle ime to update
the software and modifications as we move for-
ward in the project to ensure we keep it fresh

and up-to-date’”

For a look back at the 19505 House of the
Future,  wisit  yesterland.comy/futurehouse.html

or check out an online dlip from a vintage Mon

santo mowvie about the house at David Oneal's

Extinct Attractions Club website. W

:." Flide of ferfia

Education. Experience. Integrity.

Specializing in antique Persian rugs and high-quality
decorative rugs from around the world.
Services include wash, repair, installation, and appraisal.
Annual rug course offered through
Rice University's Susanne M. Glasscock
School of Continuing Studies.

Lisa Stappey, Ph.D. and Mehdi Abedi, Ph.D,

Showroom in The Antique Center of Texas
1001 West Laop North, Houston, Texas 77055
713-684-4653 www.pridecfpersia.com

. Open to the public
-f- _l"_ﬁ s:{rm days anu&
B M2 16:00 until 6:00. ol

L

Tina Sells Houston!

Tina Burgos
REALTOR"®

Office  713.880.1608
Cell 713.562.3149
TINAis@aol.com

InvernessRealtyGroup
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Foreclosure Fraud Savannah Home Builders. Ine. Presents an 1-Unit Luxury Townhome Development

Scams target vulnerable homeowners, offer false hope Starting from the High $500s
4 stories/2,877 - 3,555 sq. ft. 620 thru 640 Harold Street 77006

2 There are several types of foreclosure “rescuie” deals are almost invariably so onerous that the
By Vicky Katz Whitaker scams, says the nonprofit Boston-based National buyback becomes impossible,” the NCLC says 5 Beds/3.5 Baths

Copley News Service Consumer Law Center, which de

loped a con = Bait and switch : Targeting homeowners in pre- 4th Floor Terraces w/

Montrose Area

: . surmer guide on the 5 "Dreams Foreclosed: foredlosure, hu 'rescuer” offers to get them Great Views
our mortgage payment is overdue—really he Rampant Theft of Americans’ Homes Through d new loan to make their mortgage current
overdue. You think nobody knows it, but —quity Stopping Foreclosure 'Rescue’ Scams” The Strecce : b g - 2nd Floor Elevated
Y . DUl Equity Stopping Foreclosure ‘Rescue’ Scams! The Stressed-out homeowners believe they're put Courtyard
youre wrong Scam operators, calling  most common are: ting their signatures on a loan document, more y
homzsolw Tarecloe re = a8 “mrel lrante = Far a f i n T | . i
themselves “foreclosure  rescue  consultants,”  « Phantom help: In exchange for a high fee that often than not, one with blank sections that can/ =~ Freestanding Spiral
are about 1o knock on your door, contact you by must be paid in advance, the “rescuer” makes be altered later to make it appear that the scam Staircase
inundate yvou with advertisements for " I i
Inddate you with advertiser 5 10I a few perfunctary telephone calls and mer now owns the home -
- W iy e calls and fills out mer now owns the home Wood Paneled Studies
”:-l--l i e ik paperwork that homeowners coull 1 ‘g je Jcﬂv- If you're headed into foreclosure, you canavoid.  —jn All Units A
IF you take the bait, it could cost you a lot more 2s. Instead of vigorous becoming a scam wictim by; - - /
than your home, legal and home mortgage experts behalf of the clier - Learning more about the foreclosure process, in M}?ﬁ}a:’ %ﬂmergoms T T~ L AVANNAapy
W : . s WIiLDERS
warr abandons t. homeowner to a fate : duding deadlines for responding to documents g - daé as d 3 Ao
Information about property in fored ..:II have been | revented with better interven from the court anc {ers urroun oun
pre-fore 2 @ hor 1E " the NCLC s + Fending off high-pressure tactics designed to Natural Stone and
1 mortg 5 a matter of public re « Ba qul Homeowners transfer title to their house make you immediatel 1 a contract or hand Hardwood Floorlng
rd. On e-con g 1o com- to the “rescu being ed that they 1 quitcla

' deed to your home. Elevator Read\’-

continue in their home, paying rent alk to your lawyer first,

[} hi = gl=l =] i - I g
While these l.||‘|I|| they can I'-i_.'\.' t back in a few years. “Hom-

directly even if the scammer

fegals ﬂGT.:"'I["H.II' anc EQWNETS are someumes 1o nmrendering 35 Pd'r."nr:-al‘ltr_ along to the bank or Sophla Berlln
; i ne information, title is nec ry so that with a better norgage company. PI'OPertiES
! Je It easy for scam artists 1o target tan secure new financing to prevent I LC consumer guide is available online
homeowners about to lose their homes. the home. But the terms of these at VAN |:|1'-.-\e=1‘.:_-'-!|L|'.-'-.'.\-!5-. 713.533.0025

We Welcome Brips!
“| want top dollar for » s P,

my home!”

FEATURING

sveasisrus . QAR ','h

| understand. 1070 TOILETS
KITCHEN FIXTURES

Renting one is great.
Owning one is even befter! BATHROOM FIXTURES

WATER HEATERS
TANKLESS WATER HEATERS

§713.528.4963 ¥ PLUMBING PARTS & PIPES
©713.528.1800

mn-aco;}enhm er@remax.net ! il
www. MikeCopenhaver.com ! 4
= L]

RE’MPX METRO 1424 MONTROSE 77019 ,.

713.942_.2277 i TANKLESS NI NORITZ
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Galveston Island Beach House -"N_f"l
Sales and Rental Experts Since 1974 |ProperTies




Starlex

TITLE COMPANY

Outsmart Readers’ Choice AWardé.2007

Thank you
for your support!

Inner Loop

3700 Buffalo Speedway, Suite 400
Houston, Texas 77098
(between U.S. 59 and Richmond Avenue)
(713) 418-7000 Office * (713) 418-7001 Fax

Uptown Galleria

1177 West Loop South, Suite 1475
Houston, Texas 77027
(between Post Oak Boulevard and Woodway)
(713) 418-6000 Office * (713) 418-6001 Fax

74 APRIL 2008 QutSmarl

'ECIAL ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT

Aging i Place

Baby boomers find the best
is yet to be — at home

By Tim Torres

Copley News Semvice

5 once said. But

o west, young man, and grow with the nation, it

where do we go when our pioneer days are be us and we start

thinking of the trail's end? Enough of all this moving around. .. it's

better to age in place.
To some extent, and not a big surprise, that's true in today's home mar-
ket: People—mostly baby boomers—are trading in their "McMansions® for

smaller, single-level homes to grow ald in. That's something to consider ff

you're going to be selling your home soon or are thinking about buying a
new one
According to an AARP survey, more than 80 percent of re

age 45 and older said they would like to stay where they are fo

possible, and 70 percent of those able to make changes have ma

ne modification to
make theirr homes .'

easier to Ive In

If vou take a [ -
lock at most se
nior communities o
= L LI
around the na 1
|

5 -
tion, most of these b’
upscale planned

commiunities pn

manly offer single-
family homes that
either Iincomorate

“universal

or are ready to

have it brought in,

says Victor Regnier,

ssor of archi

A curbless shower increases
bathroom accessibility without
giving it an institutional feel.

tecture and gerontal-
ogy at University of

Southermn  California

People are thinking
about safety and ac-
cessibility: “That is pro
want a twa-story holise”
Rese

their large

¢ the first thing they think about, and they don't

earch varies in all of this, he says. Some baby boomers are keeping
homes and are ready to install elevators, for instance
eration has the resources and they are willing to pay for what they want,"
er says. Others are ready ta trade down and take it easy.

One thing for certz
life a lot easier for seniors and the wheelchair-bound by incorporating desien
such as grab bars in the bathroom, non-slip floors in the kitchen,
vel" stoves and microwaves.
age 50-plus segment of home buyers, there is more demand for
universal design,” says Richard Duncan, executive director of housing works
of the Universal Design Institute in Flonda.

nce, "This gen

in is that universal design, or accessible design, makes

element

But think a bit befare you tear out your custom shower for a rollkin

wheelchair-accessible type. “Universal design can
»-edped sword,” Regnier says. It can make
your home look “institutional” it might be better
1 some elements, such as a non-slip floor,
nents can be in

be:

but point out where other

1 as identifying anchor points

stalled quickly, suc
tor a grab bar in the bathroom. "You could spend
a lot of money and it might not really be that
helpful.”

Or even better, advises Duncan, is to wait ur

til @ home [t:"l'._,‘lh-.hl'g comes araund so YOu Can
incorporate universal design into it “Then, you

can then add these features for litde or no cost.’

Bot

xperts say universal design is the smart

o matter your age. “It's good for ev-

ne,” says Regnier. °| don't care if you're 12

or 82,

wo schools of thought are going on with

ays. The y

the aging baby bt

boomers, say from early 50s to late 60s, "t
they will never get old” They are determined to

¥ o~ 4 k — . r r % r i
stay in their home until the end and are embrac

s that allow
r homes until they die

combine home assessment

These prog
and repair with home-delivered personal and

wealth care. Thus residents

an truly age in place

without worrying t moving as they become

" fr | r i
nore frail and unable to take

UNIVERSAL APPEAL
Some areas to lock at if you want to add uni-
versal design to your home
+ The bathroom, called the mast dangerous
room In the house for seniors, needs grab-
bar anchar points, a curbless shower and
mavybe &
» Th

step-in’ b

> needs at least one entrance that is

step-free.

= The microwave should be counter level

* Think pocket doors wherever practical, and
make sure they have a high quality double-
roller suspension

+ A front-leading and front-control washer and

dryer make clothes transfer easy,

* Doorknobs and faucet handles should be
ever type.

+ Non-slip flooring where possible.

» Light switches and thermostat should be eas

ly reached.
- Add lots of lighting, especially in stairways, B

Bringing you the
BEST of URBAN living...

Terre Coffman

BANKER O

UNITED, REALTORS

Broker/Associate
713.866.7805
713.866.7807

www.terrecoffman.com

Larry French Enterprises

Complete Plumbing Services
Residential * Commercial * Remodel * Repair * New Construction

Softeners * Water Purification * Reverse Osmosis * Carbon Filters
Thanks for voting us #1 in the OutSmart Readers’ Poll!

Your Water Heater Specialist
Featuring On-Demand
Noritz Tankless

713.956.7733

LF@LarryFrench.net

N NDRI'IZ
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Home Warranties

A potential benefit for both buyers and sellers alike

}-.._- market far |'i Tmes across the nation can '|ﬂ.‘.;-| make or |_'.'c--.-'::\.-| -|"':.'|i||::. ﬁ.:||:_'*" transaction ranging in price from 2250 to 500 |:: pending
has never been more challenging for Many also cover your home the e time you upon what s covered. It s also possible to fin

that last-rminute &

thsted, s
to kil

historically overwhelming inventory of discounted When moving intc

homeowners trying to sell, nar more

mind-boggling for buyers shopping among the  th

listir 185 consumerns are casin pod

But beyonid the initial sa

o a P Tnt
ile of a home, legitimate  amaount of expenses s

buyer concemns anse regarding the condition of the 1g, and mowving van ¢

1ether it will continue to provide &

the keys change

yadd to VO credibility toolbox

ind accelerated by

1 on their investment

10me, most
o an inordinate

re. internor

sl

REALTOR ASSOCIATE
713.558.3283 OR 713.582.0264
WKNIGHT@MARTHATURN ER.COM
WWW.MARTHATURNER.COM
WWW.WADEKNIGHT.COM

Circle of Excellence Winner 2000-2007

THE COMP OF TOP PRODUCERS
PROVIDING ELLEMCE IN REAL ESTATI

PROPERTIES

Live in the tradition of luxury in
this Campise custom oasis just
minutes from Downtown, West

Gray restaurants and shopping. Over
3,000 sq. fi., two elegant living areas,
huge open designer Kitchen. central
vacuum system, 2nd fireplace in huge
exquisite master bedroom and luxurious
bathroom, and much more. Call for a
private showing. MLS# 6871988

LYNETTE LEW
713.582.2202

Lynettef@ LynetieLew.com
www.LynetteLew.com

| @ Prudential &=

WEIT Ab indtmuisdonll usnel s sp el =ai o i el Dstots ARListes, I
7 k¥ Moy = vl Bt Ty bl Bidss, o Bsropnl 1 1 i g ) iz

= Water heaters and plumbing clog
the home

rical systems

s and ovens

aor opeét

Individual policies may or may
d refrigerators, so it

| policy carefully, nat

to the genernic poli jth any kind

of inst e, your claim could =d if vou fail
to foll

maint

your equ
Insurance ve

had a warrant

include coverage you didn’

address, B

(409) 502-7642
713.526.1023 fax
micky@mickyharris.com
www.mickyharris.com
HatmakerGroup.com

Liad B

gS INsiae

TXLO55934

JOSE MCDONALD

MORTGAGE CORPORATION

23238 Shcpherd. S5te 915 + Houston, TX 77019 + 713.942.0005

Buying or Selling? Call me for First
Class Service in Real Estate!

-3z

%,
KELLER
WILLIAMS

Richard Hill
713-828-7866

TXMB 49346

Bad...and good...credit mortgage experts

+ Many "low” money down programs”

+ Home loans down to credit scores of 500

+ Bankruptcy, repo, collections: We can help!

+ I will find the besr deal on the market for you and
your situation

Certain restrictions apply.

Call and get approval in 20 minutes FREE!

ENDLESS FINANCE OPTIONS

STRICT CONFIDENTIALITY

Jason Baca 281/658-‘7220

Managing Loan Officer jasonbacal @yahoo.com
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The Color of Money

Green might be the key to getting your home sold

By Ven Griva
Copley News Service
hile many segments of the real estate
mdustry are feeling the negative effects
of the ongoing subprime mortgage cri-
sis, demand continues to grow for homes or c
dominiums built with the environment in mind.
That's a fact you
if you are planning on selli

mighnt want to keep in mind

to this eco-fiendly trend: The aging baby boom
population is turning toward smaller, easier-to-
maintain homes; builders are pu
}__‘I!L—'.‘el'l maternd

£ maore

ind manufacturers a roduc

ing more green building matenals, which drives
down prices

That's the assessment icker, dire

| House , d sequence

showc: imes being built nationwide by the

National Association of Home Builders to dem

Petr Parrol

committed to helping the limited

a volunteer organization

income elderly and those facing life
challenging illnesses care for their pets
— is currently in need of volunteers!
¢ Dog Walking
® Pet Food Delivery
* Vet Transportation

pet patrolZ
A PEOPLE PET PARTNERSHIP

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

www. THEPETPATROL.ORG
OR CONTACT OUR VOLUNTEER COORDINATUR,

RYAN JOHNSON AT RYBLAIRIGHNSON Y AHODCOM
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onstrate the benefits of sustainable design, con
, and products.
market is the only one that's up

says, quoting a study by Mc-

Stucker ticks off four things that make a green

home
= The use of sustamable products In construe
tion
= Efficient use of resources such as water and
energy.
« A healthy indoor environment free of a
and mold

= Durable products that can, over ime, pay for

lergens

their additional cost

sell is built with any

our next step Is to market

2 100 green

quality of life

and consuiting

ley Calif, says

ood approach
atures is like telling a child to

‘Selling
eat his vegetables,” guips Wamick. “If you try to

" st ar TeBRVia TR =]
virtue o green, you Ve

sell it based on th

t your home is to tell

/e a bundile if they buy

and that their gres

resdie prces

with a real estat

e is aware of the
have. Emphasize

ecessarnly cost more and gener

tures your home m

wney in the long run

't matter how well-built, or how green

your home is; if you or your agent fail to commu

brokerage websites, or brachures put together t

narket vour home

Most green building products were de ped
to do something better than their co ional

3

counterparts—they may be stronger, last longer,

ise resources more effigently, or manufaciu
in an environmentally sound manner

The high cost of energy i1s one concemn for

s -

Experts say if you want to appeal to
buyers looking for an environmentally
friendly home, it’s best to play up
money-saving features like high-
efficiency appliances that use less
energy and water.

[ = ; Sy . e
home buyers, and comfort

NVhen it gels hi

s high
people tum on the

tioning or furnace

{ Empnas

zing the

your home features from the start, you

tential buyers greater comfort while
itility bills,
The same can be sa

: f o
can offer !

reducing their
d of appliances. If your
. efficient water heater

those are things you want to em-

s with 2 n
or

el L‘-L'J‘ﬁl'lfl(‘li buyers

ly, the public health community has

4

identified homes as one of the m

ost significant
threats to child health. When preparing
for market, you might want to take a long
lock at the products you put to use

your

Consider using the following when sprucing

Ip your home

es that are low in or exclude
volatile organic inds (VOCs).
+ Building products with low or no forr

hyde emissions.

* Paints and adhes

« Water-based, low-VOC wood finishes

« High-guality airfilters on heating /cooling unit. B

SFECIAL ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT

Unde
Pressure

How to move your house
from “For Sale” to “Sold”

By Diane Schlindwein
Copley News Senice

ellers who d to sell their homes

quickly should ta 1ous action. It's a buy

er's market, so homeowners have to work

harder to get their house noticed and sold.
d, Ill., where the Capital Area As
s the third

s vear mn history, Re

2007 w

most successiu

altor Barb Krue ‘Peaple

Sellers who want or need to sell
their homes quickly should take
serious action. It's a buyer’s
market, so homeowners have to
work even harder to get their
house noticed and sold.

‘Sometimes 1t is due to a job relocation or
/ho is associated with
Ith

times it is simply due to an expanding

Re/Max P sionals, "Sometimes it 1s a he

crsis, Some

Krueger believes friends and family members
mean well, but usually can't offer the best advice.

ening to everyone at the office, rela

VES,

conlinued on page 80

Your Friend

Your Realtor®

]
l.'
' Your Neighbor !

713.942.6830

311 - § 183,000 - Lovely renovated
1930's cottage. Mice hand sanded
wond fioars.

32 - § 395000 == .
Step Into this beantiful TROPICAL PARADISE! Lovely 3/2 with & banus
reom 1hat could be & 4t bedroom or 2ad fiving area.

Sue Johnson
Broker Associate, GRI, CRP
Sand ‘N Sea Properties, Inc
Ofc: 409.797.5561
Celi:409.682.9050

www_sandnsea.com
www.suejohnsongalveston.com

), com

"“”fu'n' !jlt' f)l' e

PBecomes l'\’uuhy i

Foreclosures
Invesiment Properiies
1st Time Buyers
Listings

Buyer Specialists
Credit Repair
Relocations

Vacation Homes

TxHomeBuyersClub.com
E——

TREND SETTER REALTY
Sl s

Robert Martinez 832/419.0094
Melissa Andrews 281/541.3069

Accredited Real Estate Professional Team
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g DAVID BOWERS
. Realtor
S 109.763.2800
S DavideDavidBowers.com
. THE HOUSE COMPANY

Realtors

cantinued from page 78
and frends who are very well-intentioned but of
ten confuse the seller,” she s "Take the advice

of your Realtor, your attorney, or

vour banker
those who are knowledgeable and deal with this
every day”

Homeowners who are in financial trouble re-
ally need to act quickly, |

/ says. "My best
advice is to call a Realtor i I

one who Is expenenced, so hey get the best

sle- hide their head in

help pi

the sand until it is too late
'In llinis, for example, it

one year for foreclasure to b

their banker and their Realtor immediate

5 approximately

e done. If the il

can usually help them sell their home instead of
ending up N foreclosure.”

Krueger instructs sellers to have a Realtor
market a

prepare a comprehens

their hame—or appraisal

o pay for [
a professional home
it in the best
)0 much

"Second, have a Realtor o

stager ugh the house

for a list of ways to
for selling

d prepare It 10r st
d then do it Knu

‘Get family and friends to help, hire

hire professionals. Just do whatever it takes to
get it ready to show. Above all, price it right since
it is not ‘location, location, location’ anymare, but
| price, price.”

Sellers aren't obligated to accept any offer,
but they should never
thraugh a rea

now 'pric

nore one that is placed

e agent, "Do not be insulted

ys Krueger. “Always make a

counter
get serious and you will respond better”
Indianapolis Realtor Mary Hession agrees.
“Even if an offer is
at" says Hession, w
21 1st Choice

any offer. The peopls

it is certainly worth looking

5 an agent with Century

| don't think you should write off
nay be testing the waters”

MNo matter what reason a seller has for selling

it is best not to have any house on the market

for months an end. “If a house is on the market

for too long, buyers begin to get nervous,” says

or Linda Green, who |s

our market
concludes. "In the end, it is still price, o
ocation

and marketing

ment for the sale to happen quickly” W

The Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency

Anything can hap

L

y s ] 3
| 2. \...
_..'-* - 1

Rest assured. Be insured.

pen...

Your agents.
Your
advocates.

Auto
Renters

Home

Life
Business

And much more!

6575 W Loop S, Ste 185
llaire, TX 77401
':",f_f. ;0m

713.661.7700

FARMERS

N
AL sppinq...

A new Eeqinninq.
Ready to create your
new garden? '
Bring us your
~ dream idea

Stunn

14
71}

Presented by
Helen Michael, ABR, CRS, QSC
Realtor Associate

713-840-5018 Direct
713-412-8244 Mobile

www.HelenMichael.com
HelenjmHelenMichael.com

Uptown Office
2121 Sage Road, Suite 150
Houston, TX 77056

UNITLD, REALTURS

The time /S right.

It’s a buyer’s market

so take advantage of the low mortgage rates!

Ask about our easy Debt Consolidation Loans!

*» Refinance/Cash Out

» Home Equity/Debt Consolidation
* New Construction Financing

* No Income Verification Loans

Primelending

mA PlainsCapital Company.

" Cody Grizzoffi
Call 832-541-1103

CGrizzoffi@primelending.com

www.cgrizzoffi.primelending.com

SRR |
BANKER 0
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Tramonte
REALTLY

1802 Broadway, Suite 122
Galveston, Texas

800-765-4030
409-765-9837

V]@ TramonteRealty.com

2002 - 2007
DutSmart Readers Choice

Six years in a row!

Historical Living

A

P, s -
1™ Commercial

OutSmart

AFRIL

2008

81




Eat Now

The newest, hottest
places to nosh
and be seen

By Marene Gustin

BB's No need to head to NOLA for that Cajun fix
BB’s (2710 Montrose Blvd., 713/524-4499, www.
it
into a Montrose strip between a drycleaner

thebetterbite.com) may look small wedged
and a gas station—but it's huge on authen
tic taste. From the Crazy Cajun Chips
to the B
Coast shrimp po-hoys, this place is packed

dtime in the Bayou fried Gulf

with authentic Cajun goodness. A lot of
menu items are called Maw Maw's, and
not only are they owner Brooks Bassler's
Grammy’s recipes, she even came over to
train the kitchen staff herself! Breakfast
(think beignets and fried catfish) iz served
all day and the joint is open late nights
funtil 4 a.m. Friday a

verfect spot to chow dewn on good cookin’
I

nd Saturday). The

Open City Does Midtown need another

iber chic bar/eatery’

Open City (2416 Brazos, St.,
www.ochouston.com). Chef Tamir

N1 8 ar

loberto R

spot named for
1946 flick Open City. Expect lots of arty
décor, a rooftop bar with a divine view, and
American comfort food with a fashionable
flair. Mac and Gruyere cheese and Not
Your Mother's Meat Loaf are ingredient-
driven twists on classic dishes, Even the
Wonton Ravioli n

ds to regional flavor
with a touch of butternut squash. Wash
it down with a pitcher of Texas Ruby Red
sangria or a signature cocktail like the Pop-Rocks
Martini. And, no, it won't explode in your tummy
like the urban ]1‘,‘,"'.-!1:{ of :\||::u_l_\-_ but it will leave

you with a pleasant fizz in the mouth,

Bells & Whistles New this year to the Minute
Maid Park explosion—and in keeping with the
whole train theme there—is Bells & Whistles
Café (1501 Texas Ave., 713/224-1501), It's down-
home dining for the downtown lunch set. The
café is open 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. “Diners appreciate that they can come in,
enjoy a good lunch, and be back in their offices
without wasting a lot of time,” manager Rome
Hickey says. Plus, the smallest of the three din-
ing areas offers audio-visual equipment, and the
whole place has free Wi-Fi, making it perfect for
business meetings. Fruit smoothies and fresh

coffee are the drinks of choice here, which pair
well with the daily specials of Americana clas
sics, Think pan-fried pork chops, and blackened
tilapia, rib eves and fried catfish, and good ol’

fashioned burgers, Finish lunch with a slice of

made-from-scratech coconut meringue pie and
you'll never want to head back to the office

The Grove Discovery Green, our n
park, 15 a jewel in itself,
1611 Lamar St., T13/

ton.com) is open, it’s also the eity's newest must-

w downtown

now that The Grove

1, www.grovehous-

see restaurant destination. Lonnie Schiller and

legendary chef Robert Del Grande (of Cafe Annie

fame) teamed up to ereate this eco-friendly, super

trendy spot with a rooftop t quila bar—the view
at night is astounding—and a downstairs with

floor-to-ceiling windows looking over the park’s

lake, Visually astounding and the food is nothing
less than you would expect. Del Grande created
the menu, but it's chef Ryan Pera (recently of
Alden's 17w |"_Ir 15 L\'ir']i'-l",._’ :i|'|_'|:|;n'| A5 master of
the apen kitechen domain. Food here is un
tions with just the r
ingredients, and culinary quirks. What Pera does

ht mix of local flavors, fresh

to a deviled egg puts grandma's church pothuck
appetizers to shame. If vou aenly visit one new

restaurant this year, it must be The Grove

Hotel Icon’s Voice There'’s a new voice in
Houston's enlinary world and it's singing loud
The $4 million first floor makeover of
the Hotel Ieon has given birth to Voice (220 Main
St., 713 1-4266, www.hotelicon.com). The

and clear,

shades of amber, crimson, and taupe with accents

of black and bronze, offset by two rows of white

Doric columns, create an inviting atmosphere
where chef Michael Kramer holds court with a

menu of straightforward American cuisine,
kicked up just a notch.

“I'm truly ingredient-driven,” Kramer says.
“Simple, clean, l:
Mushroom Soup Cappuceino with Truffle Foam

rered flavors.” Check out his

for starters. You can eat it with a spoon or just
sip right from the cup. It's a fun starter, but the
m
of Beef. Kramer uses South Texas venison

rets seripus with his Coffee-Rubbed Filet

and
hest
Gulf Coast seafood for his creations. Come

hungry

beef, local honey and cheeses, and the fre

Salud! Winery Our fave little Montrose winery
now has a full lunch and dinner menu. Salud!
Winery (3939 Montrose Blvd., 7

22-8282,
www.saludwinery.com) has been a trendy sipping
bar since it opened its doors—and ils vats
where patrons make their own vino—but
now it’s also a super place to eat while you
sip. Chef Kyle Turney has a lunch and dinner

menu of

with the It:

in treats that work just right

ian pia atmosphere here

Simple hearty foods from appetizers, salads,

and artisan pizzas to crostinis and desserts

For some heavy imbibing try the Italian Pizza

full of meaty prosciutto, Genoa salami and

pepperoni. At $14 it's a steal. Plus it will leave
you with enough pocket ehange for a hunk of
Double Chocolate Chunk Br wnie with ice

cream and hot fudge

SoVino SoVino Wine Bar and Bistro (507

Weszstheimer Road, 713

1000, www

isn't just another wine

s chie, 4, (MM)-sguare-foot

locale ¢ gned by architect Ferenc Dreef

is the brainchild of longtime restaurateur
Manfred Jachmich and Elizabeth Al
the Ahraham’s Oriental Rugs familv. The duo

hooked up after Abraham gave upa ¢

aham of

Lreer in
ed

VIEWS

law for one in ft t vear they op

SoVino on Lower Westheimer to rave ri
With an extensive wine list concentrating

on Southern Hemisphere wines and some

Cheers: In its cozy, rustic-style Montrose home, Salud! Winery now fabulous foods like Shiraz-braised short ribs
offers a lunch and dinner menu in addition to its wine bar and With Gruyere polenta an e 1e
the vintages that patrons can make. Kyle Turney is the new chef. salmon, this spot is a real foodies”d

grape leaf:

rapper
it

Beaver's Ice House No. this isn't like the iconit
West Alabama lee House where the extent of food

comes when someone brings a grill in for weekend

ld ones. The

resurrected Beaver's Iee House (2310 Decatur

burgers and dogs to go with the o
St., 713/864-2328), www.beavershouston.com)
is the latest culinary child of chef Monica Pope
and Andrea Lazar of t'faia fame. They've retained
the bare bones building, although spiffed up the
place and added a barbecue pit out back. And
while th
are top notch. The Harrizs Ranch all-natural
beef brisket is mouth watering, but come early,

menu s pure country, the ingredients

Once the smoked meats are gone, there are no
more until the pit master fires it up the next
at have to make do
with some Texas Cheddar Beer Dip, and Gabey
Baby's Fried Pickles, hardly a hardship. B

day. Which means you'll |

That's
some lasty
philanthropy!

Join Tila's in the fight against HIV/AIDS.

During Dining Out For Life on Thursday; April 24, Tila's
will contribute 33% of all sales to the AIDS Foundation
Houston. Last year, this citywide event raised nearly
$50,000 for adults and children living with HIV/AIDS.

RESTAURANTE & BAR

1111 S.Shepherd on the curve = 713.522.7654 = tilas.com

Lauvenza's

& Tiempe

o e e . R A el e

T

J8cantina.com laurenzoca

altiempeocantina.com ring.com

e

Fun 8 Game

RAINBOW.
E0-1)-G_L

®
Outstanding Gulf Seafood and Wild Game

713.861.8666 ¢ rainbow-lodge.com




Dine Right, Late Night

Sun - Wed 11 a.m. - Midnight
Thurs - Sat 11 a.m.-4a.m.

2710 Montrose
713/524-4499

Spring has
sprung at the

Come dine al fresco in our
é?f:mr{ﬁz! garden!
TugespaYy NIGHTS

1/2 off Bottles of Wine
(Under $50.00)

THURSDAY NIGHTS
Big ‘tinis & teeny burgers

3412 West Lamar jaest off Dunlavy
(713) 520-9217

www.dailyreviewcate.com
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By Marene Gustin

h, when spring is in the air, there’s
nothing better than a chilled glass of
vino. We asked Brad Odom, eo-owner
of Salud! Winery, what he likes for warmer
weather. His choice, Salud!’s new whites:
Salud! Woodbridge Reserve Chardonnay,
with just a hint of oak blended with citrus;
Salud! Harris Ranch Semillon with pear
and grass notes; and Salud! Harris Ranch
Pinot Grigio

“Theyv're all slightly fruity, summer
wines,” Odom says. “We also have a white
Merlot that's very popular. It's a great, fruity
wine for sitting on the patio by the pool.”

They also bottle wine cooler-style wines.
Not the candy-flavored stuff that you bought
at the grocery store in the ‘80s, but a real
drink with real fruit. They make it the same
as their other wines, then add a fruit juice
p;—wk at the end. At just $15 a bottle—and
\\']th I‘IFH[' FH"I'('{"!T[ |l‘.‘~:'~ i]]("}’]ll‘l—_\'llll can
imbibe the afternoon away with concoetions
such as Peach Apricot Chardonnay, Green
Apple Riesling, Black Raspberry Merlot, and
Exotic Fruit White Zinfandel.

Odom says that Houstonians dont
switch from reds to whites just because of
the weather. “I think it’s pretty well split all
vear long. It's not like Chicago here where
you can’t drink a white in the winter.”

Brother and partner, Charles, agrees:
“It was 32 degrees at Easter here last year,
so you can certainly justify drinking a red
in the spring. Basically, whatever you like
15 what you should drink.”

But do keep reds, as well as whites, in
the fridge or a wine cooler prior to serving,
and don't let them sit in the sun. It's the
ultraviolet light, not the heat, which causes
gpoilage. Make sure and take the reds out so
they can warm up a bit before serving, And if
the red versus white debate is too much for
you. there's always hubbly.

“I think champagne is good anytime of
the year!” Odom says. And, yes, they make
fruit-infused champagnes and sparkling
wines in the spring and summer, too.

Or, if you prefer something with more of
a kick, try a cocktail. Everything old is new

Spring Stps

again, including the preponderance of dark
liguors (vodka 15 so passé). Here are two reci-
pes from the new bar at Hotel Icon. Both are

kicked up versions of cocktail classics.
L 2
Iconic Sidecar

2 0z. Remy X0
1 oz. 150-year-old Grand Marnier
V2 0z. Lemon Sweet and Sour

Shake all ingredients with ice.
Strain into martini glass.

The sidecar uses 150-year-old Grand
Marnier rather than Triple Sec and
Remy XO rather than a stock cognac to
make it a modern luxe drink. Origi-
nally invented in the early 1920z, it is
an indulgence at 340 but worth it for a
special oceasion.

Scarlett O'"Hara

2 oz. Southern Comfort

2 each of blueberries, cherries, raspberries,
and blackberries.

2 oz. Lime Sweet and Sour

Muddle all berries, then add all remaining ingre-
dients in a shaker with ice, strain. Shake and pour
infa glass.

leon modernizes the Scarlett O'Hara by
using a mixture of berries muddled to-
gether rather that just cranberry juice.
A garnish of pineapple soaked in grena-
dine then dried in the oven aceents the
searlet color of the drink invented in
1939 as a tribute to that iconic movie
Gone with the Wind. Fiddle-dee-dee!

= J

Marene Gustin contributed to OutSmart’s

January 2008 People To Watch spotlight, in-
terviewing foodie Carlos Meltzer and activist

Steven Haynes.

—RECIPES—

Siete Quesos
Spinach and Crab Dip

Recipe from El Tiempo Cantina, Houston

Ingredients:

heese

on queso (melted Velveeta)

& tbsp chopped tomatoes

1 clove fresh minced garh

z. bread crumbs
Preparation:

1. Layer the cheddar and
into a small microwave-sa

2. Layer the blue cheese, chile con queso,
and Parmesan cheese on top

3. Microwave until completely melted. Stir
until smooth e

I

Layer the spina } jumbo lump crab

meat an top of che

and garlic over the entire dish

6. Layer the fresh tomatoes an top.

from toaster oven and serve with

warm chips and salsa

8. Rem

. Evenly spread the diced jalapenos, onions,

THE
INTERNATTIONAL
CULINARY
SCHOOL™

Arl Instituta

WORLDCUISINESUNCOVERED"

PROGRAMS |N BAKING & PASTRY (AAS), CULINARY ARTS (AAS, D)
CULINARY MANAGEMENT (BS], RESTAURANT & CATERING MANAGEMENT [AAS)

1900 Yorktown Streel Houston, TX 77056-4197 713-6232040 1800-275-4244 wwwartinstitutes.edu/housion

713-528-4719

www.whomadethecake.com

Consultations by
Appointment Only
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—RECIPES~ ~RECIPES-

Pan-Seared Duck Breast
and Creamed Mustard Greens

Recipe from The Rainbow Lodge, Houston

THE MARKET CAFE

Dineln - TakeAway - Custom Orders Welcomed!

Pan Seared Duck Breast
Serves 4

4 6-8 oz. boneless duck breasts, skin on
ind black pepper

Break your weekend Breakfast routine

Preparing the duck breasts:

Pat the duck breasts dry with paper to
score the skin (being sure

the flesh} in a cross

duck breast cook more evenly

Tofu Quiche Salad

Recipe from Field of Greens, Houston

Tuesday-Friday 11-7
Saturday 10-7
Sunday 10-5

Ingredients

Method
1. Pre-heat oven to 400°

2. Place

1528 Ave. L - Galveston, TX . 409.763.4400
on the corner of 16th & L between Broadway & Seawall

:: f-.‘;;(-ﬁ(:}f':")' /f‘jr!/%{}(('l;i_/l:/;f;h'! lo eal and drnk?
— - . .
Exotic, Delicious
| & Romantic!

* Rich and Exotic Culsine

WE DID IT AGAIN!
r1Cajun

e Prix Fixe Dinner Menu Avallable
* Delicious Weekend Specials

* 3-Course POWER Lunch $13/person

: . The Rainbow Lodge presents... - - ‘
. y onette Hansen, the owner of The Rainbow Lodge, presents two major events this Y .
Lunch ¢+ Dinner = Catering Dmonth in her century-old log cabin restaurant located near the Heights. On Friday, Julla s B IS—trO
April 4, the restaurant will host A Spring Sip and Stroll, a benefit for the Human F

Rights Campaign (HRC) and Bering Omega Community Services. The 5:30-7:30 p.m. event 713.807.0090
will feature some of the eatery’s signature food and wine at three stations on the patio and A R
in the gardens that surround the cabin. Tickets are $29 per person. Tickets: 713/861-8666.

5 O

Then on Sunday, April 20, The Rainbow Lodge will host its 15th annual Spring Grand Convenient to Downtown via light rail,
Food and Wine Pairing. The 4:30-6 p.m. event this year will feature Australian wines and Montrose and the Medical Center
music by Moodafaruka. Tickets are $49 per person.
“This is a casual Sunday afterncon gathering with friends,” Hansen says. “We will have OPEN FOR LUNCH + DINNER
food and wine stations inside the restaurant and outside in our gardens—a beautiful back- Monday—Friday Saturday (Dinner only) : G
4302 Richmond + 713.623.6321 drop for sipping wine.” ' {)520 Montrose
80 Woodlake Sq. » 832.251.7171 Also at The Rainbow Lodge, Hansen continues to offer casnal Sunday Suppers, which she 3722 Main Street @ Alabama 7] 3) 528 G\erO
930 Main S]. Downtown Tunnel » 713.571.2422 calls “comfort food specials” ($15) available after 5 p.m. On Sundays, the restaurant serves (Less than a mile from the heart of Montrose) el e { - ) J O™
18100 Kensington #400 Sugar Lond * 281.277.0704 a Sunday brunch, and diners can order wine by the glass at half price. ' www.nikonikos.com

The Rainbow Lodge, 2011 Ella Blvd., 713/861-8666, www.rainbow-lodge.com. BT e L e SR
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Be ahead of the Curve
ORDER Mother's Day
gifts today! -

www.dessertgallery.com
Upper Kirby
(713) 522-9999

Galleria Area
(713) 622-0007

Sugar Land

(713) 797-8000

Voted Houston's Gay
I!\' i‘“[\'"lﬂrl l'l'l!l.t\' 1

A NEW AMERICAN BISTRO

Lunch, Toesday through Friday
Dinner, Tuesday through Saturday

It's Patio Season

At Laurier

20032007 Wine Spectator

Award of Excellence
|f-;\l;-'.1i’\il;fl.l.<_// )

3139 Richmond Ave. Houston, Texas 77098

713.807.1632 www.lauriercafe.com
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Local Restaurants

Serve up Compassion with

Dining Out for Life
on April 24, 2008

By Nancy Ford

t's a brilliantly simple idea, and the slogan says it all: “Dine
out. Fight AIDS.”

On Thursday, April 24, restaurants throughout Houston
are uniting in the fight against HIV and AIDS by donating a por-
tion of their day’s receipts as part of AIDS Foundation Houston’s
Dining Out for Life.

“Houston 18 a restaurant town

we eat out virtually more

than any other city in the country,” AFH chief executive officer,
i{g-][.'. McCann says. “In this process, we're asking people to

do what they do routinely: Go out and eat at our participating

restaurants.”

Internationally, more than 2,800 restaurants donate a por-
tion of their proceeds each year from this one day to the licensed

agency in their city, culminating in a $3 million-dellar donation to

Dining Out for Life

Participating Restaurants’

4109

Bamaby's Cafe
414'W Gray St
T135/522-8858

Barmabyy's Cafe
1701 S. Shepherd
T13520-515%1

Be-Wiched Bisiro
1844 Westheimer Rd
T13/520-5300

The Bells & Whastie:
1507 Texas Ave
TI3/224-1501

5 Cale

Bace
5175 Westheimer Rd

TI5/622-2523

Bacadias
312 W, Alabama St
T13/523-5730

The Boom Boom Room
3518 Yale St
T13/RG8-3740

Cammelo's
14755 Memonal Dr,
281/531-0696

*List as of March 23, 2008,

Carter & Cooley Campany
75 W 19th &
713/864-3354

Crapittn's
2400 Mid Lane
T13M961-1161

The Dadly Review Cate
312 W Lamar St
713/520-9217

Dragon Bowl Asian Bistro
FZ31 W 1 1th Street

2B1/4953-9511

Firkin & Phoenix

Fratedli's
10982 WW Freewoy
T15/957-1150

Hungny's Cafe & Bistro
1356 Fice Bhvd
113/523-8652

Imversion Cofiee
1953 Maontrose Bld
713/523-4866

Isia Cogus
1801 Durham Dt
713/861-1000

Just Dinnes
1915 Dunlavy St

La Strads

pstheimes Rd

51014

Les Givral's Kabue

801 Congress St
T13/547-D444

Lirtle Bitty Burger Bam
5503 Pinemont Dr

113,/683-6700

Max's Wire Dive

T13/880-8737

Mmgalons ltalian Grill

Mint Cale
2800 Sage Rd.
TI3/622-3434

TI35230200

ko Nika's

Path of Tea
2340 W Alabarma St
TIE252-8473

Salud! Winary
1939 Montrose B

113/522-8262

vafia lounge

5 taws St

113/52

Tacos A Go-Go
3704 Main 5S¢
y

trose Blvd
713/526-8378

The Tasting Room
118118 Uptown Park
113/953-9800

Thai Spice
60 W, T9th 51
713,/880-9592

Tila's on the Curve
1111 5 Shepherd Dr

115/502-Te54

Urban Chef
2609 Palm St
715,/504-1700

Wellby's
14520 Memarial Dr
2813568514

Details: www.DiningOutforLife.org

support the missions of AIDS agencies throughout North America,

The “diming for dollars” concept has been staged several times
in Houston in the past to benefit local AIDS organizations. But
AFH applied for and obtained the license to present the official
event in Houston, McCann said, beginning in 2007. That year, the
eating extravaganza paid off more than 330,000 to support AFHs
programs, with 30 restaurants part icipating.

“We at AFH seized this opportunity to bring Dining Out for
ife back to our eity, because we saw it as a benefit to AFH in our
ervice to those living with HIV/AIDS,” said MeCann. “But we
=0 believe it's a benefit to Houston's restaurant community. We

can partner with them to raise AIDS awareness while helping to

wihlicize and hopefully encourage people to dine at their restau-

ants.”
With Subaru as its national sponsor and Fiesta Food Marts as
tg local sponsor, more than 40 area restaurants are participating

1 AIDS Foundation Houston's Dining Out for Life on April 24
Most participating restaurants are donating one-third of their
hills, but others are donating 100 percent of the day’s proceeds. To
see where to get the biggest bang for your donated dollar, log on to
www.diningoutforlife.org
Bon appetit! B

~RECIPES

Bacon, Potato, and
Three-Cheese Flautas

Recipe from Daily Review Restaurant, Houston

Ingredients

Method

a large bowl, mix all of the

e tortillas in the hot

T e Frerv R o Lo o PR TR AN,
vn and crispy, Remove skewers and serve. Il

A i
( (/// 47Z

A CEHS

Healthy Cuisine

NOW SERVING BREAKFAST

with FRESH ORGANIC JUICES
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 9am - 2pm

, o~
]z/z 7874 ()/;/;f/z'zrf‘ /Z/c’f{A/f{/

L

- N
Come Celebrate Our 3rd Anniversary
April 20" with a Special Discount just for you

2320 W. Alabama
Houston TX 7709

o

www.fleldofgreenshouston.com

Wine Bar and Patio
Casual Dining

Wine Gifts

Wine Making Classes
Unique Event Space
Custom Labeled Wine

3939 montrose
713-522-8282
saludwinery.com




Houston Pride Band presents

Ij}r.:c":fy years uf .-::-"l'fl’uf.a’:, ‘/}-/Eii :El_!é'ef_a’; & *_D':E-Js

The Houston Pride Band is in Search of its Past!

If you are a past member of the Houston Pride Band
or one of its predecessors (Lone Star Symphonic
Band, Montrose Symphonic Band, or Montrose
Marching Band) then you are cordially invited to
participate in our 30" Anniversary Concert and
Reunion Weekend on June 26-29, 2008.

To find out more, visit the band web site at
www.houstonprideband.org or call 713-862-9491.

N "When you need.it, just

CUSTOM CLOSETS
MURPHY BEDS
GARAGE STORAGE
HOME OFFICE
CUSTOM PANTRIES

rq g www.SpaceManager.com |
hay i1 713.688.8808
e 5

Free In-Home
Design Consultation

Visit our Showroom at 3556 West TC Jester
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(The Eften DeGeneres Shaw, 3/12/08)

Re: homophobic rant by Oklahoma state representative Sally Kern.
I think she ought to move up in government. If she thinks that
homosexuals are a bigger threat than terrorists, she onght to
pull our soldiers out of Traq and invade West Hollywood.

(80th Anmual Academy Awaras, 2/25/08)
Daniel Day-Lewis exp
way to the podium to accept his Oscar:

George has always been there for me. Beeause George was the

IR Lo ;
5 why he kissed George Clooney on his

t fellow nominee and, [ have to say—and I didnt say it
at the time—that T was very |-|':||Hi to be included in that group
of actors on this occasion. But also, George is just so incredibly
generous. He's just a great guy. I had to kiss someone. I kissed

my wife, and in the interest of parity, I kissed George!

(UISA Today, 3/1/08, Craig Wilson)

“This sweet, gentle, quiet woman [Judy Shepard] who never
wanted anyvthing but anonymity suddenly became the public
personification of the desperate desire we all have to end hatred
and violenee,” says Judith Light, the activist and actress who
sits on the board of the Matthew Shepard Foundation (Matthew
Shepard.org). “She doesn't pay attention to what she wants to do;
she -E!'[1'L-T'-|:\' devotes herself to doing what needs to be done.”

Eprror's NOTE: See interview u ith Judy ."\li|“li’_'-'.l"".." on page a4. |

U]

(singer/songwriter, On a Clear Mohf)

(2/08, Peter Galvin)

Peter Galvin: | know that journalists have pointed out that you
don't use male or female pronouns when describing relation-
ships in your songs, and you've said that you believe sexuality
is a very fluid thing.

Missy Higgins: I've never been comfortable being put in a box or
having a label put on me, As far as my sexuality is concerned,
I've never forced myself to decide one way or the other. I leave
it up to the universe and how I feel at any moment in time. The

inspiration for my songs comes from the relationships I've had
with both genders. I don’t fit into any category, and it's not be
cause I'm ashamed. I don't want to call myself one thing jusi

because I'm expected to

RS AGO
sme?unﬂT“

(Interwiew, 4/03, Joel Schumacher)

Joel Schumacher [openly gay director, The Phantom of the
Opera]: You've worked with some really big stars now, like Al
Pacino and Tom Cruise, Keifer Sutherland and Forest Whita-
ker—do you ever think back to when you were a kid in Dublin
and watched those people in movies?

Colin Farrell: Yeah. I remember having a huge love for videos
Your movie The Lost Bovs [1987] was the first video | ever bought,
and that was with

—That's the only reason | ever hired you [to star in Phone Boofh].
That and the blow job! [Laughs]

!

?

."

!

i

i
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[ ( The Advocate, 3/25/08, Anne Stockwell)

i Anne Stockwell: Let’s talk about same-

| sex marriage. How are you feeling

: about the issue now? Because there

have been hurt feelings—people feel- : What you're saying is going to

ing you weren't on their side. be greeted with a lot of happi-

Bette Midler: It's interesting. I have | ness, because in that intervie
: zay with Larry King [in 2003], you

had to think it over. You were
conflicted.

to come to fruition, and it's probably g I did have to think it over.

ing to be just fine.... I think people sl 'Y WThese are enormous, just gi-

| be able to commit themselves to the \ - * gantic seismic shifts.... I'm not

{ people that they love. I have no problem Bette Midler (seef_here in 1991's For the Boys): 80 quic ing songs

! with it whatsoever.... Has she finally stopped living in the past? from'the f--kin’ "40s!

| )

IS Tyra and Mike

(The Tyra Banks Show, 2/29/08)
q ‘q Tyra Banks: | know that you are a preacher—do you
[] (0] I {253 believe that homosexuality is immoral?
> i Mike Huckabee (Arizona governor): Well, I think a lot of
; things in our lives are missing the mark. The word “sin”
means missing the mark. It doesn't mean that a person
has committed murder. I miss the mark if I don't tell the
. whole truth.... I think that we were created to have re-
i e _ - i lationships with someone of the opposite gender—that'’s
: . how we reproduce, that's how we live our live

So I think sometimes if you say, “Is it a sin or immor-
al,” and people think you're making these terrible state-
ments about somebody. I've had people who are gay that
worked on my staff. It's not like I'm some homophobe. If
you ask me, “Is it the normal pathway?” I don’t think so....

|
|
|

Chris March : .
(saan here (ARterEiton.com, 3/2/08, John @ NewNowNext)
from Project AfterElton.com: ...[D]o you think Project Runway positively furthers

the image of gay people on TV?
Chris March: Absolutely. I think one of the greatest things about Proj-
ect Runway, and about a lot of the Brave shows, is that they just put gay

Runway).
Now that
the series

IS U"ﬁ:- 18 people on television. They don't talk about it, they don’t make a big deal
he sti ] " : ¢ 1 :
aetiing 2 about it. You are there like everyone else is there. And if you talk about
licking? being gay it’s fine, if you don't talk about being gay it's fine. It's like the real

world should be. And I was definitely made to feel comfortable, and just to be
however [ wanted to be....
What’s been the craziest fan moment you've experienced?

Well, I don’t know if I can say... 1 will say that I've been shocked by the amount
of e-mails I've gotten from men who want to go out with me! And who think I'm
really cute and who want to lick me from head to toe.




DVD/VHS

by Aaron Coleman

GAY & BLACK & HOMOPHOBIA & RACISM

“Tongues Untied’ at 20

ongues Untied is the late Marlon
Riggs’ acelaimed and award-
winning documentary film, now

on DVD, to commemorate the 20th
anniversary of the film's production. It
tells the story of racism and hemopho-
hia and the rites of passage of gay black
men in America, through images, nar-
ration, and the eloguent and peignant
poetry of Riggs’ collaborator, the late
Eszex Hemphill.

In the film, a college student is
depicted left bleeding on the sidewalk
after a gay bashing, and a drag queen
ponders feelings of loneliness and
isolation. Riggs explores the
transition from his early “gay
initiations” (coming out to the
white gay world of San Fran-

Not camera shy: Marlon T. Riggs
has his eyes on a Pride parade
in the above photo, and goes
= shirtless at left with poet Essex
4 Hemphill (r), who is featured in
Riggs' award-winning documen-
tary, Tongues Untied. The DVD
includes an interview with Riggs,
among many others.

y
[}

eisco in the '80s) to years later with his
self-awareness and pride as a gay black
man in America.

Tongues Untied could have been a
stage production for its use of theat-
rics, dance, movement, and highting.
Controversial in its coneept, the film
occasionally employs nudity as art, with
a backdrop of music from Billie Holiday
to disco.

There is a sequence dedicated to
“snap,” the visible and enigmatic lan
guage of “snap divas,” who, when there
are no words to express immediate and
passionate emotion, use it to illustrate
a point. “Snap” was introduced into
popular culture through a reoccurring
segment on the hit television show, In
Living Color. The snap segment alone is
worth the price of the DV,

Alice Walker, author of The Color
Purple, wrote, “A black male warrior
fighting for the right to love other black
men, Marlon Riggs affirms what was
nearly lost, newly found: the certainty
that black male lives are utterly pre-
cious.”

The Tongues Untied DV contains nu-
merous special features, including a 1991
interview with director Marlon Riggs, and
interviews with filmmaker Izaac Julien,
AIDS activist Phill Wilson, spoken word
and rap artist Juba Kalamka, and cultural
critic Herman Gray.

From Frameline (www.frameline.org).

DVD/VHS Shorts

Nina's Heavenly Delights

As cuisine-centered cinema goes, this

’ motion picture dish is delish. It has
&l the familial affection and conflict of

Eat Drink Man Woman; the sensual-
ity of Like Water for Chocolate; the
quirky characters of Tampopo; and
the high-stakes cooking competition-
cum-drama of fron Chef, Bul what this cinematic samosa
also brings to the table are three distinctive ingredients.
One, the film is set in the Indian community of Glasgow
Scotland (South Asians with Scottish accents can be
hilarious—at least for the first 20 minutes—to American
eyes and ears). Two, there are touching moments when
Nina's recently deceased father, who appears from time
to time, unseen to all, looks upon his daughter with

92 APRIL 2008 OutSmart

pride and acceptance. And, moreover, three, the forbid-
den leshian love Nina feels for her friend and kitchen
accomplice, Lisa. = 2006. Co-written and directed by
Pratibha Parmar. = From Genius Products, Inc. (www,
geniusproducts.com), —Review: Eric A.T. Dieckman

Soul Maid

Moses' chronic seizures take the
form of religious visions, a goddess
named Glintentica, But when Moses
meets David, the vengeful goddess
attempts to come between the two,
5 possess David's soul, and bring about
the extinction of gays forever. Can a
way to defeat Glinny's evil scheme be found? = 2007.
Co-directed by Jeffrey Maccubbin, Jeffrey Thomas
McHale, Dan Mohr, and Josef Steiff. = From Ariztical
Entertainment (www.ariztical.com). —Preview. E.D.

Running Deep
Loss is never easy and always pain-
" ful. After the death of his wife, a man

struggles to overcome the heartache of
her departure, while trying to reconnect
with his two sons. = 2007. Co-written
and directed by Mark Kokkoros, = From
Ariztical Entertainment (www.ariztical,
com). —Preview: E.D.

Looking for Cheyenne

== Cheyenne is a Parisian journalist who
. has just been cut off from her welfare
payments. Upen deciding to leave for
the countryside to lead a simplified life,
8 Cheyenne must also deal with the rejec-
y tion of her partner, Sonia, who refuses
to leave her modern life behind. How —

When detail
matters!,

" State-of-the-Art Medical Eye Care

Exams for glasses/contacts
Cataract Surgery

LASIK Surgery

Comprehensive Ophthalmology

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MO
Ophthalmology

Now Affiliated with

Estathahed 1971

HousTON EYE ASSOCIATES

5420 Dashwond, Suite 101, Housten, Tn 77081 | www.HoustonEye.com

50000 115 RS ERDSEYES 0T

\DARRELL LOWE DIRECT: 261,935,533

PHILLIP N. SLAUGHTER

Attorney at Law

WiLLs & PROBATE
CONSUMER LITIGATION
(JUARDIANSHIPS

DWI

713-533-0009

820 Richmond Ave.

Mot Board Certificd by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Houston, Texas 77006

STERLING McCALL
WACURA

Come Out & Be Yourself vy )
at Sterling McCall Acura -

113.596.2300

10455 Southwest Freeway . Houston, TX 77074
www.SterlingMcCallAcura.com
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Who's watching
the kids when
youre away?

This is not a model!! Lucy is an actual client!

Pet Sitting %

IN THE HEIGHTS

Experienced « Bonded » Professional « References
Competitive Rates: $24/day or $12 per visit.
Special 25% Cash, or New Client Discount!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

R

=

Joseph Moore, LMT

Licensed Massage. Therapist
In Montrose

Deep Tissue,

Myofascial Release,
Swedish, Reiki,
Aromatherapy

Git Ceriicies g

Book online of: YBIH.net

713.492.5400

ifmoore67@gmail.com
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DVDIVI'IS Shﬂl’ts continued from page 92

do you leave the one you love? = 2005. Co-written and directed by
Valérie Minetto. French with English subtitles. = From Genius Products,
Inc. (www.geniusproducts.com). —Preview; E.D.

Tu:k Tock Luﬂ‘abj'

+ Set in hip, progressive London, cartoonist Sasha
(writer/director Lisa Gornick) and her partner Maya
feel their biological clocks ticking. Will they hit the
snooze button? As they debate the topic and shop for
possibie donors, the couple encaunters ather wannabe
mums and the many challenges of gay parenthood. =
2007, Written and directed by Lisa Gornick. = From
Walfe ‘.l'ldeu (www.WolfeVideo.com). —Preview: E.D.

Bonnie and Ciyde
B Did you know the real Clyde (Clyde Barrow) of the
™ infamous erime duo was purported to be bi? There's
a good bit of evidence that not only was he bisexual,
but that some members of the Barrow gang may
have alsa hit a 3 on the Kinsey scale. Although actor
Warren Beatty was willing to play Clyde as bi, the
- portrayal of the character's sexuality was jettisoned
in pre- prorluchnn Instead, the director talked him into playing the
original gangsta as impotent. = 1967. Directed by Arthur Penn, = From
Warner Home Video (www.warnervideo.com). —Preview: E.D.

Forbidden Hoellywood Collection, Volume 2

. Hardcore classic movie addicts can thank TCM
Y Archives for Farbidden Hollywood, Volume 2, a
three-disc wallow in those raw and racy films
made before the Production Code was enforced
in 1934. This edition includes The Divorcee, A Free
Soul, Three on a Match, Female, and Night Nurse,
all released between 1930 and 1933, and featuring
such stars as Norma Shearer, Bette Davis, Barbara Stanwyck, and
Clark Gable. We also get the new featurette Thou Shalt Not: Sex,
Sin and Censorship in Pre-Code Hollywood, a fascinating look at the
sin, vice, corruption, and, yes, sexual perversion, moviegoers enjoyed
hefore censorship bared its lethal fangs. Warner Home Video (www
warnerbros.com). —Review: Jack Varsi

The Joan Crawford Collection, Velume 2

I Volume 2, in stores now, doesn'l quite soar lo the
heights (depths?) of Volume 1, but it does resur-
rect Sadie McKee (1934), Strange Cargo (1940), A
Woman's Face (1841), Flamingo Road (1949), and
Tarch Song (1953). All of these, of course, are highly
recommended, but for something really different you
B might want to begin with Strange Garge, Crawford's
eighth and final film with Clark Gable. In this one a truly odd assortment
of characters escape into the deadly jungle surrounding a French penal
colony. One of the fugitives is Jesus. No kidding! Warner Home Video
(www.warnerbros.com). —Review: LV,

TV DVD
The Love Boat, Season One, Volume One

' ; LaWanda Page, Kristy McNichol, Robert Reed, Charo,
Jim Nabors, Tab Hunter, Milton Berle, Eva Gabor, Dick
d Sargent, Will Geer, and many, many mare gay and
8 gayish icons were passengers on ABC's The Love Boat
Lo in just 12 episodes of the first year. Since Captain
@ Stubing and the gang sailed 10 full seasons, expect
this three-disc release to be just the beginning of a
collection that's gayer than an RSVP cruise. CBS DVD (www.paramount,
com/homeentertainment). —Preview: Nancy Ford

Comedic Control

Suzanne Westenhoefer is at her
best with ‘A Bottom on Top'

Sure_ she does the cruises and
the Dinah and the breast-cancer
hanquets and the festivals and all
those leshian gigs leshian comics
do. But unlike most other leshian
comics, Suzanne Westenhoefer is also
enjoying credibility and respect in the
non-gay show biz world. (Hmmm—is
that concept an oxymoron?)

In February, Suzanne, a former
bartender who once made her living
here in Houston slinging drinks at
Hoolihan's on Post Dak, took part in
The History Channel's History of the
Joke. The highly rated, semi-serious
documentary hosted by Lewis Black
prominently featured her alongside
top comics like George Carlin, Robin
Williams,
Kathy Griffin,
and others
considered
leaders in
their field.

Best
of all, she
wasn't
BVEN Sin-
gled out
as the token gay
Welcome to the top, Suzanne,

Appropriately, she's just released
her fifth and possibly best DVD, titled
A Boitom an Top

Filmed last year at Indianapolis’
Indiana Roof Ballroom, some of the
funnies the 1000-member audience
seemed to enjoy most included
Suzanng's rants on The L Word,
Thanksgiving with the family, the
difference between Olivia and RSVP
cruises, and her and her partner
Jenn’s discovery of (engage reverb)
THE GREATEST INVENTION EVER!

Loge, that all-gay-ali-the-time
cable TV network, has been airing the
concert for a couple of months now.
But the DVD contains extras unseen
on Logo, including an oddly fascinat-
ing segment spotlighting Suzanne and
Jenn's pre-concert limo trip.

By the way, Jenn looks enough
like Suzanne to give them something
to talk about with a couples’ coun-
selor for years. Maybe we'll hear
about that on her sixth DVD.

Ariztical Entertainment (www.
ariztical.com). —Review: N.F. B
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Rainbow Rooms
Grand Opening Soon

*Video/DVD
24hr. Preview/Rental

GLBT

: [I[l'\ 5 .\'-t\-'-'llill\'\-'t'.ll'
* Leather * Dancewear

* Lingeric  * Plus Sizes

* Shoes * Adult Novelties Videos & Products

12602 Westheimer 3096 SW Freawsy 1367 §. Loap West 3015 Winkler
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2815979385 T13776.2930 T13.794.1300 T13.8415524

www. CarmensBoutique.com

The All New 2009 Subaru Forester

15% OFF ANY MAINTENANCE

Parits and Labor Included

18010 I-45 North Exit 1960

‘_;.'.!ﬁ"!?mmﬁ 1.877-268-2276

Free

YVONNE FEECE PHOTOGRAPHY

PORTRAITS ~ HEADSHO

s = CHILDREN

PETS =~ HOMES ~ LANDSCAPES ~ EVENTS

FOOD =~ UNIQUE GIFTS & MORE

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT BY
ApPriL 30TH & ENJOY $25 OFF!

caLL 832.876.1053

YVONNE@YvoNNEFEECE.COM

 Right Price;

Your Kroger Signature store on Montrose
offers one-stop shopping convenience.

v PHARMACY

v NATURE’S MARKET 5

+ ORGANIC PRODUCE

v WINE CHILLER ' f‘

v FLORAL SHOPPE

v FTD WORLDWIDE FLORAL DELIVERY
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v Boars HEAD DELI

v ROTISSERIE CHICKEN

3300 Montrose Blvd.
713-526-7865
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Television
by Nancy Ford

Jason Stuart makes it to the middle

Jason Stuart
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FUNNY GUY

ason Stuart is one of those actors
who shows up in film and on TV
more often than we are aware of.

Remember his 1998 portrayal of a young
Angelina Jolie's booker in Gia? Didn't
think so.

Nonetheless, Stuart has been seen
in more than 100 of those guest spots,
including roles in My Wife & Kids,
Everybody Hates Chris, and a number of
indie films like 10 Attitudes and Coffee
Date. It's no wonder he now spends little
time on the comedy club circuit where

In the Life

he April episode of PBS’ In the Life,

titled “Challenging Convention,” fea-
tures a chat between Houston’s Pulitzer
Prize-winning playwright Edward Albee
and Kathleen Turner, who starred in the
2005 Broadway
revival of his
Who's Afraid of
Virginia Woolf?
The two dis-
cuss censorship,
writing gay, and
the insouciant
commercialization
of Broadway—but not a word about that
hizarre accent of hers.

Airs Monday, April 7, midnight, on PBS
Channel 8. Details: www.inthelifetv.org.

he first gained acclaim as the country’s
first openly gay guy comedian.

This month Stuart honors his stand-
up roots, bringing his rapid-fire act to
here! TV. Making It to the Middle not
only offers Stuart in all his cocktail-
through-the-nose-spraying glory, but
also provides a poignant look at the
comic as he approaches both the middle
of his career as well as the middle of
his life.

Airs through April 24 on here! TV.
Detailzs: www.heretv.com

Kathleen Turner. Inser: Edward Albee.

|

' Na Kamalei: Men of Hula
Is that pineapple under your skirt

or are you just happy to see me?
Director Lisette Kaualena Flanary
follows Hula master Robert Cazime-
ro and six male high school students
as they compete in the traditionally
female-dominated Merrie Monarch
Hula Festival, aka the Super Bowl of
Hula.
Airs May 6, 9:30 p.m. on PBS’

Independent Lens. Details: www.
pbs.org. m

Men of Hula =

Don your hats at Ei’s on Saturday, May 3...

For more info, cntact Ms. Sonna Alton -_713-330-3015

WE ARE YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

CAR GARE PROFESSIONALS

Hourse y Ask for David
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Saturday 8-1
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MAINTENANCE SERVICE | REPAIR

MONTROSE CAR CARE CENTER
3807 MONTROSE BLVD.
HOUSTON, TX 77006 713.524.2109

Mention this ad & receive 10% of parts & labor up to $100.00

"We speak your
cars language.’
OSER - @ o

Maintenance. Service. Repair.
First Class Total European Car Specialist
Factory-Trained Master Technicians
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GrooveOQut
by Gregg Shapiro

GRITTY IN PINK

Scott Free’s tough, masterful ‘Pink Album’speaks for a generation

ver the course of his first three
albums, queer musician Scott
Free demonstrated his musical

versatility, setting our heads spinning
with forays into punk, modern rock, and
hip-hop. But, it's safe to say that nothing
could have prepared us for his master-
work, The Pink Album (A Pop Opera)
{Leather/Western). Venturing into new
and potentially risky territory, includ-

Alt-Q concert event at the Old Town
School of Folk Music (both in Chicago),
to answer a few questions about The
Pink Album.

Gregg Shapiro: Your new disc The Pink
Album is subtitled “a pop opera” Did
the concept come first, or did the songs
come first, leading you to then put
them together in this format?

GIRL PARTY @ e upper veck: B

]

Join us during

Splash 08

VOLVO OF CLEAR LAKE

Volvo. for In‘e

2008 VOLVO

ing cabaret and pure pop, Free emerges Scott Free: The idea for the concept al- tor Birl Part
unscathed and all the better for it. The bum grew out of the song “Like a Girl,” iri Farty
Pink Album is a virtual mini-musical which was literally written immediately hosted by
history of gay culture—from childhood after talking to an old friend about his Toast
to adulthood and from the mid-20th harrible public school experience. Origi- at the UPFEI’ Peck 2008 VU';"C'
century to the present, touching on nally, the concept was just “growing SBO
themes that will surely resonate with up gay” songs, but I then extended it 120 E.Atol 81,
many listeners ; to living in the newly formed gay com- South Padre Island , TX
any lis & : s 058/761-5953

Free took time out of his busy
which

Il!{']IIEJI‘h

schedule,

booking the
twice-monthly
Homolatte per-

munity, through AIDS, and up to today.
I decided to use the term pop opera be-
cause I wanted to make it clear this was
not autobiographical—these are stories

from many different sources.

In the liner notes for The Pink Album,

mtngull tom

/ﬁjﬁ—’r

Violvo o
wilake

-3 1-800-NEW-VOLVO &3

voivoufcleariaie.com  Gull FREEWAY & NASA

formance series
at Big Chicks/

Tweet and lin-

My pink life: “The idea for the concept album
grew out of the song ‘Like a Girl," says Scott
Free of The Pink Album, “which was [iterally
written immediately after talking to an old friend
about his horrible public school experience”

you make reference to being asked,
during a radio interview, why you are
so angry. Was it a GLBT radio program
or a mainstream program? ¢

ing up talent

for his annual

GrooveQut Shorts
Original Soundtrack Recording
Loving Annabelle
The movie about transgenerational
et f leshian love won all kinds of festival

e - * awards, but oddly none for the rich

‘ score by Aurah's Marc Dold and Ju-
s dith Martin who describe their music
as “organic electronica;’ Especially

alluring is “All Over Me,” featuring Lindsey Harper, Massive
Music America (www.aurah.com). —Review: Nancy Ford

lanet Jackson
Discipline

Looking more lithe than ever
and sounding just as lovely, Miss
Jackson (because I'm nasty)
says she considers the concept of
discipline a blessing, not a burden.
Either way, her 10th studio album’s
litle cut, Discipline, is likely to become a favorite among
National Leather Association members, Steamy and intense,
especially Missy Elliot’s guest shout on “The 1. Island
Records (www.islandrecords.com). —Review: N.F.
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Michael lackson
Thriller 25

That’s right, a guarter-century
has passed since The Gloved One
hirthed the world's biggest-selling
album (engage reverb) OF ALL
TIME Kanye West, Fergie, and

i athers appear in new MJ collabora-
tions on this reissue of the mega-platinum original, plus
a DVD with three versions of the Thriller short film, foot-
age from Motown 25, the previously unreleased “Far All
Time," and more. What indecency-with-a-minor lawsuits?
Legacy/ Epic (www.legacyrecordings.com, www.epic
records.com). —Preview: N.F.

k. d. lang
Watershed

Singer/songwriter k.d. lang now
adds producer to her long list of
accomplishments. The reflective
compaositions on Watershed are
fused with country, vintage pop,
bar® Wﬂltﬁhfd and Brazilian styles. Each per-
farmance brilliantly captures a sentimental magic
and intimacy with the audience. Beautifully arranged,

definitely one of her finest works. Nonesuch Records
(www.nonesuch.com). More: www.kdlang.com.
—Review: Andrea Rodricks

Dame Shirley Bassey

Get the Parly Started
L R Does the world need a Bassey version
e - of the Pink hit? Probably not, but it

isn't bad. The superior tracks from

this T0th-hirthday-celebration disc

are remixes by top London DJs and

producers of Bassey classics and a
new recarding of “The Living Tree" by the hip UK duo
Never the Bride. Decca Records (www.deccalabelgroup.
com). —Review: Tim Brookover

Keram [Malicki-Sanchez]
Box

He sings, he acts, he writes, he
produces—he does it all. This Pol-
ish-Ecuadorian Renaissance man
presents an unassuming and thor-
oughly enjoyable acoustic collection
l - of tunes; the quirky, haunting “In the
Mourning™ stands out. We're not sure if he is, though, —

| Adult Bnndiiiuninngéight Loss Clinic
7:30 - 9:00 Every Saturday Morning

Show up - Try it out! 25 per session
Bellaire High School - Meet us on the “Track™ in back

iget FIT

it’s that simple

RERSONARIRAINING
713.667.7072

4676 Beechnut * Houston,Tx

Open Pnal Tﬂbles

HOURS:
Mon-5Sat 7T am-2 am
Sunday 10am - 2am

~GEORGE +

on, Texas « 713.528.8102
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LGBT
Community

Financial protection begins with a proper
plan. (Actually an informal consultation)

While financial plarming is impartant for anyone, for gay
and le

5051 Westhaimer, Suite 2100
Houston, Texas 77056
(713) 966.6800 :

citi smith barney

Byron K. Menard D.C.

18 years experience

Do you have prolonged pain?
Headaches?

Neck/Back Pain?

Auto Accident?

Work Related Injury?

Call for an

e ofthe Best Chiroretas

DaSmert Reatders [oice Avwards, 2001

“Now Proudly Serving the
GLBT Community in the
Moatrose!”

enard Chiropractic
4l Muntrose. Suite 550 Houston, Texas 77006

ienarddc @yahoo.com
nenarddc.com
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It was an LGBT program, and [ won't name

jed from page 98

names because it sounds hike I'm being eriti-
cal of them, and | happen to respect them
greatly. But it was such a shock for me as an
opening question. It is possible that it was
generational. This person 1s much younger
than I am, and was too young to feel the full
impact of the AIDS erisis.

You address the religious persecution and
oppression of GLBT people in the liner
notes, as well as in the song “The Boy in
the Last Pew!” At this point in time, would
you say that you have an affiliation with any
religious community?

No, I'm not religious at all, although 1 do
tell my husband that I think angels are out
there looking over me. I've had too good of a
life! [Laughs] The song “The Boy in the Last
Pew” isn't about any one particular person.
It's a growing-up-in-church experience that
I've heard from many of my friends. If you
are young and you've already figured out that
vou are gay, and here the church 1s telling
you that you are evil and going to hell, you
can't help but think of suicide. The church’s
teachings are the equivalent of child abuse.

Religion also comes up in “Mom Dad I," a
song about coming out to parents, in which
you not only make mention of the way the
narrator's parents will be treated by their
church friends but also the way God made
him. Do you think there will ever come a
time when the sexuality of a child will not
be an issue for a parent, whether or not they
consider themselves to be religious?

“Mom Dad I” is one of the few songs on the
CD that is totally me. 1 had planned and

planned what | was going to say to my par-
ents when I finally came out to them. And
that was my biggest concern: What were
their church friends going to think of them?
Would they themselves think they had failed
as parents? It horrified me. I actually have
performed that song with my parents in the
audience. And this is the first CD that I've
given 1o my parents. My previous CDs al-
ways had raunchy punk songs on them, and
[ knew they couldn't handle that! [Laughs]
My mother just says that “Mom Dad I” is a
very sad song. My dad doesn’t comment. It's
been a very long process for them, but they
couldn’t be better now. My dad is a gay-mar-
riage advocate!

We still have a long way to go as far as the
general publie’s understanding of sexuality
[is concerned]. Obviously, it’s the suppression
of education that makes this issue continue
from generation to generation. Maybe around
the time of the first openly gay president of
the United States, we will be over it.

The songs “Alone" “Better” and “Two
Great Dads” find you dabbling in cabaret,
while the wordplay of “GRID" can only be
described as Sondheim-esque.

There’s no doubt that “GRID" 1s total
Sondheim. | was well into the idea of pop
opera when [ wrote that song. And somehow
“Alone” turned into French cabaret, which is
so perfect for its lyric—a little over-dramatic.
“Alone” is also completely me. When I was
about 15 years old, I had this concept of how
my adult gay life would be—solitary, urban,
and promiscuous, But it was only until see-
ing the film Celluloid Closet years later that
I understood where my ideas came from, It
was the only way gays were portrayed in
films of that period.

GrooveQut Shorts

continved from page 98

(ut, that is. Constant Change Music (www_keramsangs.
com). —Review: N.F.

Erykah Badu
New Amerykah [Part ]

P |f this Grammy-winning former
Dallasite's new album is as sweet and
sassy as its first single, “Honey" (as
well as its accompanying video that
pays satirical tribute to classic R&B
album covers), she's got another hot
hit. Universal Records (www.universalrecords.com). More:
www.erykahbadu.com. —Preview: N.F.

Diane Schuur

Some Other Time

A playful, relaxed style has always distinguished Schuur's
work, a quality that is showcased on this salute 1o her
jazz roots. A swinging version of the great Ger-

— = S

mm shwin tune “Night Work If You
Can Get It" kicks off this 13-track
set, which includes singular takes
on “Blue Skies” and other stan-
dards. Concord Jazz (www.concord
musicgroup.com), —Review: T.B.

Supreme Beings of Leisure
11i

g, I i The 11 tracks of the gayish 31‘3EIL5

sophomore electronica album

e expounds on such weighty themes
b

- % as quantum physics and deva-
q I ¥ - stating global changes prophesized
[ by some spiritual disciplines in the

year 2012, Trippy, but very listenable, Rykodisc (www.
sbleisure.com). —Review: N.F.

Dianne Reeves

When You Know

This premier jazz vocalist has wan an unprecedented four
Grammy awards, including one for her musical contribu-

I had a hard time deciding whether to
put “Better” on the CD or leave it off. A good
friend tells me it's the saddest song that
he’s ever heard. It is hard to listen to. But 1
didn’t want to address AIDS only from the
political side. T had to personalize it. 1 was
with my ex-lover the last two weeks of his
life. I dedicated the CD to him. “Betler” is a
synopsis of the last conversations | had with
him. In the song “Death Toll,” he is the only
true named person—the rest of the names
are changed or made up, although the stories
are ones | was aware of at the time—dying on
the Greyhound bus, throwing the body on the
White House lawn. I do feel like I should have
put a warning sticker on the CD: “Contains
honest language.”

I felt it was equally important to include
songs about how far we've come, and how
beautiful our lives can be, “Equal” is one of
those songs, as is “Two Great Dads"— an-
other me song. I'm afraid I wouldn't be much
of a gay parent. I'd be way too busy being a
kid with my kid. Whenever we are at my
husband’s family events, [ spend all my time
playing with the children. The big joke is that
even though I'm white, and my husband is
black, to them, I'm Uncle Scott, and he is
Uncle Scott'’s friend. [Laugfis]

“Death Toll,"” which has a roll-call quality
that made me think of lim Carroll’s “People
Who Died” crossed with the reading of the
names at a showing of the NAMES Project
Quilt, is set to a dance-hall reggae beat, and
| was wondering, because of the ongoing
homophobia and suggestion of antigay vio-
lence in reggae, if that was why you chose
to set it in that musical framework.

The concept of the song from the beginning
was a long list of names. [ was trying to —

tion to Good Night and Good Luck.
With her re-do of stellar standards by
Minnie Ripperton, among others, she's
likely to get a fifth. Available April 15.
Blue Note Records (www bluenote.
com). —Preview: N.F.

(e

Comedy CO
Todd Barry
From Heaven
3 S The dry, wry Barry explains in
one track that a friend of his re-
sponded to a classified ad for a
rmommate that mentioned “must not
be homophobic,” only to be shown
s a one-bedroom apartment with
two beds, side by side. The potential roomie then ex-
plained he was a gay prostitute. “| hope you're not
homophobic, because I'll be having sex with strange
men, all the time, just a few feet away from you, far
money.' Comedy Central Records (www.ComedyCentral,
com). —Preview: Eric A.T. Dieckman B
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432 West 18th St
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get across what it was like in the late
1980s—everyone you knew was dying. It
was so horrifying that it's hard to believe it
today. And yes, l immediately thought of the
Jim Carroll song. So I went back and listened
to that song, because 1 didn't want it to be
too similar. It turns out that song used a
standard blues riff, so basieally I just made
sure my song was as far away from that as
possible—hence, the modern world/dance-
hall beat.

Listening to “Act Up Fight Back” made me
wonder why someone hadn't transformed
these chants of protest and empowerment
into an anthem, in the way that you did,
Sooner.

I was struggling for so long on how to include
ACT UP in this album. They were too 1impor-
tant to our history to leave them out. | was
trying to personalize it, but as [ was doing
my web research, I found a site that had put
up recordings of ACT UP protests. I just took
slogans from their entire history and strung
them together. As 1 first started recording
it, | knew | was on to something. I felt like
I had invented the first literal protest song,
And yet, it's pure musical theater.

The Pink Album closes with “My Genera-
tion which provides a sort of queer-eyed
update to the classic Who song. In fact, the
album as a whole, speaks with the voice of
a generation, many of whom died too young
and too soon. Was it your intention with this
album, and with the three that preceded it,
to be that voice?

| think that’s always been my goal—to be
the voice of a generation or at least a
segment of a generation that has been
completely ignored in popular music. |
never had the exposure that a major label
provides, which is obviously step number
one in being the voice of a generation. But
I'm OK with that, For many vears now, my
only goal has been to write the best songs
[ possibly can, the most honest songs that
[ possibly can. And [ feel I've succeeded on
this album, maybe for the very first time.
I'm not saying that this is my final CD, but
right now it feels like it, and if I never make
another one, I feel like I've accomplished my
goals. This was the CD that took a lifetime
to make—the one that I believe I was meant
to make.

ON THE WEB: Read more of this inter-
view at www.outsmartmagazine.com.

Grege Shapiro is @ past recipient of the annual
OutMusie quward that recognizes contributions

by non-musicians in furthering the work of

GLBT performers.
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ReadQut

by Janice Stensrude

ANOTHER KIND OF FAMILY

The tale of a white lesbian couple and black youngsters who enter their lives

t sounded like a heartwarming,

interesting read when I picked up

the book and read the back-cover
blurb: A white, Philadelphia Quaker,
middle-aged lesbian couple offer a place
to live, and even legal guardianship, to
a eouple of Black Muslim teenagers who
are threatened with losing custody of
their triplets. The government welfare
establishment, in its compartmentalized
wisdom, finds the teenagers economical-
ly and emotionally incapable of caring
for the babies. The punchline: This is
not fiction

In Walk With Us: .
Triplet Boys, Their Teen Wauzw
Parents, & Two White I i T 2
Women Who ','r-u'.'_'_,';_;"l'[.l" i
Along (Crandall, Dostie
& Douglass), Elizabeth

Gordon and her partner,

Kaki Nelson, are at an
age where coming out is
an almost-distant memory

But like most starry-eyed

lovers, the acts of consum- S
hpatedh ¥

mating passion include

sharing life histories while

lying in one another’s arms. Kaki's

history includes being subjected to a
classic intervention (of the type usu-

ally employed with aleoholics and drug
addicts) arranged by her loving, prosper-
ous, middle-class parents to save their
only child from making the life-destroy-
ing “choice” of living a lesbian lifestyle.
Elizabeth’s experience w ith her working-
class Irish family, riddled with alcoholism
and abuse, is more direct, manifesting as

ReadOut Shorts

Nightiight

lanine Awril

Alyson Books (www.alysan.com)

Avril tells her family's story—and se-
crets—with a prose style that is very
plain, almost dry. She lets the facts of
the story land the many and considerable
emotional punches, avoiding any easy
tabloid sensationalism. A mother’s death
: from arare cancer, a father’s death from
AIDS, and the lies surrounding both make this is a page-
turner of a memaoir, —Review: Neil Elfis Orls
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Author Elizabeth K. Gordon: | saw that
publishing the book was not an end but
a beginning, and that ongoing revela-
tion has a sort of companion principle—ongoing
accountability. | was reminded that as a white
person trying to write about race, racism, and
one black family's suffering and triumphs, history
had handed me a grave responsibility: first, to do
no new harm, and then, if possible, to say only
what was true, useful, and loving”

i

1i.'||m~-x',1|||||;.', and §}1'|-l']i-.'tilll‘a.=' of hellfire
and damnation.

The blush is still on the rose of new
found love for Elizabeth (the author of
the memoir) and Kaki when Lamarr, the
black teenager Kaki met through volunteer

e — e e ———— e e e

Sex for America: Politically Inspired Erotica
Edited hy Stephen Elliott

Harper Perennial (www.harperperennial.com)

As Bill Clinton reminded us, sex and
politics is a powerful combination. In
Sex for America, several very good
writers tell us superb stories based
on the headlines of today. Not hot, but
truly hilarious, this one is just whal we
all need to give us some perspective
on current events. Besides, how ean you not enjoy
a book that starts “| did not mean to sodomize Dick
Cheney"? —Review: Angel Curfis

R
._’a‘JE'_’m-.:.a

EBITER BY STOPSAA LLETT
e =

work, shows up at their door asking for
the use of their shower and, incidentally,
a temporary shelter for his 14-year-old
pregnant girlfriend. It is an almost
casual beginning for the intensely
challenging time that is ahead for their
relationship.

The pair plunge themselves into a
culture about which they know noth-
ing. In the course of their association
with the voung black couple, they get
a first-hand appreciation of a world
where people expeet to spend more
time standing in line for services than
receiving services, where people expect
to be treated with bored disregard,
where people expect to be defined by
what they don't have and can't do. Like
most family groups bound together by
mutual need and caring, the serendipi-
tous family of two middle-aged white
leshians, two black teenagers, and three
growing babies explodes into pieces of
hurt and misunderstanding, suffers the

pain of humility learned, then reassemhles
in a form more supportive of the people
they have become through the exper-
ence. Gordon quotes Hannah Arendt:
“The only power we can have over the
past is forgiveness.”

One of the themes that colors this
narrative is that long-term racism does
not remain one-sided, but bifurcates into a
two-way mistrust, creating a balance that
erects a wall between human beings. This
is no doubt true of all in-group/out-group
eircumstances. In the GLBT community we
see a gay/straight polarization that is felt
by many. Straights yell “faggot”™ and —+

Gentleman Jigger
Richard Bruce Nugent
Da Capo Press (www.dacapopress.com)
peseemwny [ 11gent was a participant in the Harlem
Renaissance. This book, written in 1928,
is now posthumously published for the
first time, As a novel, it's a bit of a mess,
showing cracks from being assembled
PEPTTC Tl (rom multiple unfinished manuseripts. It
kel 5 als0 2 fascinating document, one of

the few to deal forthrightly with the sexual politics of
the era, making it a worthwhile read more for historical
than aesthetic reasons. —Rewiew: N.O, —

HMS B'iﬂi continued from page 20

GLAAD CONGRATULATES OSCAR WINNER
FOR FII._M DOCUMENTING LESBIAN COUPLE

nist Defamation has officially congratulated direcior-
ort documentary

ard was pres
I'\n. ak The ||’|I]|

Freeheld documents the 2006 stir of New lersey Detective Lt Laurel Hester in

her effort to transfer he n to her domestic partner, Stace Andree, in the months
) to Hester's ¢

are thrilled th

owerful film, one that has the potential to ¢

and minds concerning i.-nrn.r?'-t for gay couples, has been honared tonight wi

deserved Academy Award " said GLAAD Fresident Nell G, Ciuliano,

FORD MOTOR COMPANY
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R'Idout continued from page 104 neadOUt Sho'-ts

gays yell “breeders,” each reducing the continued from page 104
ther to less-than-human sexual organs.
e 5 : i Py Clark Gable: Tarmented Star
[t is the gender version of “nigger” and i
“ il ' David Bret
honky.

Garroll & Graf (www.dacapopress.com)

Though written in a somewhat “tab-
loid-y" style, Clark Gable contains
a wealth of information abhout the
bisexual American legend that you've
probably not seen before. As long as
you're not expecting superb writing,
you'll enjoy this eye-opening look at
the macho “gay-for-pay"” star of Gone with the Wind
and The Misfits. —Review: Troy Carrington

In Walk with Us, seven people lay
themselves bare to show us how this works
and point us in a better direction. I had
expected a story about the difficulties of
being lesbian and the problems of cultural
differences. I was hlind-sided by a story of
love and hope and excruciating, debilitat-

ing racism. For anyone who wants to un-
derstand cultural differences, who wants to
understand the roots of poverty, ignorance
and bigotry, Elizabeth Gordon has given us
a window into that world. She shares her

Beyond [Straight and Bay] Marriage
Naney . Polikoff
Beacon Press (www.beaconqueerideas.com)
One of my problems with the whole

acquired wisdom (and continuing feeling
of insufficiency) with palpable honesty
and elegant metaphor, She sees her young

ART KELLER, DC.

”:‘) f!’f ].’?.[IH'}T-{’_\\' Auto ."if'(‘fﬁjf“”i’.\' charges as “caught by accident under the (STRAIGHT | "9y marriage‘ argument is “““_ it

y it 4c s 5 bell jar of her misery” and as “a nail head | AND GAY) | doesn't go far enough. If we are going

,_‘3}).’”‘,".\‘ ]nj“}',lg{g A1 .’d‘pHH( [re under the hammer of minimum wage.” to radically reform the social partner-
' H'liﬂi*ﬂ'ﬁ ship norm, we should include all sorts

Gordon is a writer who thinks visually and
paints with her pen, and she has created a wecrn mam
classic work on racism.

of families, not just the ones that “kind
of” look like heterosexual marriage.
This book provides effective arguments that we should

Impairment Ratings

713.781 .?)?)44

g Shepherd Square

Janis Stensrude frequently contributes to he able to marry if it suits our cultural needs, but that
OutSmart as a writer and editor, She was edi- marriage should net be necessary to achieve such
CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC CENTER for of Health & Bpirit, o magaziae previous legal consequences as inheritance rights, the ability 2055 Westheimer, Houston, Texas 77098

published by the OutSmart parent company, Up
3033 Chimney Rock at Richmond, Suite 440 & Out Communications.

to sponsor a partner for immigration, and survivors' www.eyecontact.com 713.520.6600
benefits. —Review: A.C.

Dancing with Tina: A Memoir of Co-dependency

Terry Oides
J O H N STARbooks Press (www.starbookspress.com)

“Write yourself sane” is a standard

Pal
lheraueul_iu tool. Ulldes' use of Comida y

p ‘h o 1 o RELEEND Ny

the tool gives us this book: part
memaoir, part journal, part therapy. ® )
We get a real look at his life with t!

methamphetamine and the friends ml OS
whao helped save him. We don't get

a sense of how the struggle with the drug changed

him. You'll find reading this is like listening in on
someone else’s therapy—fascinating or embarrass-

A debut dining experience benefiting Brazos Abiertos

ing, depending on your particular sense of dirty linen

as small talk. —Review: A.C. MaY 103 2008 == 7:00 pm to 11:00 Pm
The Summer Book 2008 Tickets are $100 USD per person

Edited by Sarah Gish Tickets can be purchased on our website: www.hivyucatan.org

Bish Creative (www.gishcreative.com) Phone: 713.208.2482 « John@hivyucatan.org

= f:,”r P':; Tff’i H :Sf:: t;?;:i;;fr?:::j dl.'::g Silent & Services Auction « Cocktail Attire
a “Mad Hatter Arts Camp"; video-game
design camps; journalism and architec-
ture camps for teens; surfing, chess,
and even manners camps. This guide
| = includes over 200 camps and classes,

Catering by Jackson and Company
A food and wine pairing with select California wines

Guests of Honor: Oscar de la Rosa and La Mafia

; BUSINESS PORTRAITS ® PORTFOLIOS » FASHION o COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING which are organized alphabetically, by category, by Grammy Award winning spokesmen for Brazos Abiertos
713 542 8277 age group, by length, by indoor or outdoor facilities, y

' . o g 5. by scholarships offered, and by camp dates. For a Mission Statement:

[ WWW. J( vhncont QY F)}"]t”gr‘]|3h?£0m complete list of retailers, go to www.thesummerbook.

11} ' & ™ "
P S T Empower the people of Yucatan, Mexico, to respond to AIDS”.
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by Sally Sheklow

| DO DECLARE

Sally and Wifey are domestically partnered at last

Other than entering history’s annals

don't zo there

Deatis, Broon Bang Doxors NEgpeD, and
DissoruTions oF MarriaGE—now features
a new listing: Decrarations oF DoMESTI
ParTneErsuir, Yes, indeedy. The self-same
newspaper that refused to print marriage
announcements during the brief era in 2004

of issuing licenses to same-sex couples (and

our mate's remains.

My Domestic Partner and I have been

¢'re in the paper, baby ( - the mterin
Our local daily’s For THE Ri { t g sre, either), what does domestic
corp page—right in there with partnership really mean

difference is that we're legal. We don’t have

? 1 guess the biggest

to worry if anyone should dare challenge our
entitlement to accompany each other into the
ER, make end-of-life decisions, or dispose of

Fabulous, or what?

advised that we now need to add a codicil to

to this day has yet to print birth announce- our wills affirming that we, being of sound

ments of babies born to same-sex parents)is  body and mind

now providing us space in the publie record
and advancing our foray into legitimacy

hereby attest that we
and intend for our

no jokes here, please), do
meant what we said

artner to inherit our

We're here. We're queer. Read all about it worldly goods, real property, and, just for
The names of two-man and two-woman the romance of it, debts

couples printed 1n our local !"I'_'_l"\-'l'_\'llil\ The thousand-some L""l.i|||\"' who have

a momentous shift. Now, just as undeniably only this month been allowed by law a smat-

as Lewis and Clark, Steve Prefontaine, and tering of st

woven into the historic fabric of the Beaver  doingit for years. /

in address, expenses, and cat care

State (don't go there)

ite rights and protections

* New State-of-the-Art Facility

* 20 Years of Experience Serving the River Oaks, Montrose,
Memorial Heights and Heights Areas

+ Mechanics Specializing in Both Import & Domestic Vehicles
+ Quality, Reliable and Professional Service at Competitive Rates

» Centrally Located with Immediate Access to I-10 and
Memaorial Drive /Allen Parkway _____ £

» Guaranteed Parts & Services
» Towing Service Available, 24 Hours

(713) 863-8244 %

37 Waugh Dr. Houston, TX 77007

108 APRIL 2008 CutSmari

MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM - 6PM

are still

n's homos are at last being a bit giddy, even though most of us have been

it,” I mean sharing

_For breakitt

Take Wifey and me, for example, Since
1987, we've loved, honored, and tidied up
after each other—fairly domestic and clearly
partnered. This winter when a mysterious
illness struck our dear Pussy (not her real
name}, Wifey and I jointly rushed her to the
emergency vet. We love our cat, but if we
could bring her back to life without having
to re-hoek our house, we would do what we
had to. So we teamed up as home health
nurses to administer injections, force-feed
concentrated nutrients, and drip 1n 200 mls
of subeutaneous fluids per day. Funny, dur-
ing that whole month-long ordeal of reviving
dear Pussy, we never once were asked to show
anyone proof of our domestic partnership

I'm not unhappy with our new status, but
“Declarations of Domestic Partnership” does
sound kind of weird, partly because those
words strike me as such an odd combo. Is

it just me, or does the phrase “Declarations

of Domestic Partnership” conjure a kooky

your life!

Be Healthy,

Feel Great,

~ Think Clearly,

- Choose Best,

& Be Happv_.

Mave quickty tn
gualn with ease

Davidson

204 Vears expenence k%

20% off
your first visi

with this ad

www.ThroughYourBody.com
1103-B Peveto St. * Houston, TX 77019 » 713.942.0923

R ( essentnal} P:CJJ

LOLICT

Southern belle/housekeeper/cowpoke—as
in I do declay-ah, where’s the Pine Sol,
pahd’ner? Any other domestic partners out
there having a titch of identity crisis?

Don't get me wrong. Gaining legal rights

at long lastis a good thing, for sure. A definite
step toward justice for all. But now that the
paper is printing names—along with our ages,
as many of us pretending to be younger than
we are have been somewhat shocked to dis-
cover—we're also newly exposed o all manner
of nut jobs who might be inclined to pray for
our hell-bound souls, or worse. This newsprint
roster has been deemed by one not-necessar
ily-paranoid friend as the Gay Hit List.

Naot that the closet door was ever bullet
proof, but yvou would think in exchange for the
additional risk, we could at least collect one
another’s Social SBecurity or eross state lines
without losing our rights. No such luck.

That's OK, though. We're headed in
the right direction. With so many queer
Oregonians publicly declaring our domestic
partnerships, once-homophobic folks will
surely come to see that the sky isn't :'.Llf-in,-_'
and the sanctity of their marriage

15 1D TNaTE

questionable than it ever was. Then maybe
we can lift this whole silly cloud of inequality
and get on with life

Sally Sheklow 1s a multiple winner in the annual

awards presented by the Houston Press Club

' Contact Jimmy Jones Direct!
281-296-5352 ¢ fredhaasfleetl@email.com

ok t\
TOYOTA WORID

I-45 North @ Louetta
Just 2 Miles North Of 1960
866-MY-TOYOTA (698-6968)
or 281-297-7000

o

¥
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CUlhre

cyber outreach risk reduction education

CORRE is an online counseling program to help you —

« Learn about your own sexual health
« Understand what behaviors put you at risk

- Develop ways to change those behaviors
« Make a plan to keep you and your partners healthy

For more information,

: __'ﬁ;"1




by Sheri Taylor Bockelman

= B
f i

! = | B
-———

Daily (Mon.-Fri.)
HIV Teslmg H _H ) Thomas .|w Clinicis'effering

nas, /13/873-4157 { G
Dailr (Sun -Fr| )
ymmunity Health &

using the

confidential r .||\u I
rollect u' me

thin 20 minutes

Pug, 611 Hyd
Emporium, 3415 Katy Freeway & Studewood, Thues. 4-8pm,
BRaZ0s RIVER BOTTOM, 240 Thurs. 8pm-12am; CLUB
1415, 1415 Califorma 1am; CLug Housmm )t
Fanmimn, 1 1 .-'.1r'1.COIISIN s, 617 Fairvie 5
2am; DEcaDEs, 1205 Richmond, Wed, 6 i, EXS,
Opm-lam; EROS 1207 BOUTIQUE,

3-1pm [.mnc.r hpoktsﬂa\ﬂ 617

4-Bpm; Mﬁ.m 5 NAIURMLT 1022
MICHAEL'S QUTPOST, 1419 Richm 'm Tues. 4
Spa. 2100 Fanmn, Tues i 1
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am Rlpmnu

W. Dallas,
5 also ava
hl 1

am-5
Daily (Sun.-Fri.)

HIV Testing. Planned Parenthood U|Icf1 free J"L,Ih mous

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING:

a few lines of info about your event; date/time; cost;
lacation/address; organization name; AND two phone
numbers—one for QutSmart to reach you for questions
and one for QutSmart readers to get more info on your

event. Man mvro To: OutSmart Magazine, 3406 Audubon
Place, Houston, TX 77006. Fax o 1o T13/522-3275
E-mait ivro ro: calendar@outsmartmagazine.com.
NO LISTINGS CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER
THE DEADLINE DATE-FRIDAY, APRIL 9.

15 open I
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% 228 (ask for Cristan) or

nshouston.com
Weekly (Thursdays)
TG Pailutt Social. The “Transger "lu k So Lu offers
...or,u'ﬂl sgender
B ermiber
mumby Monthly (Every 4th Salurday)
S5x 2128 TG Euppurl Group. TS Suppor p. The transsexua
upport group, "TATS," welcomes all ssexual-identifyir
individuals, friends, and family r|n||lk 5. All new atiendees
ontact the Cristan p 1 3¢ 4105 pm

mi

(ask for Cnstan) or w G
Weekly {Thursdays)
Dep ression & Blpolar Suppnrt Group. [

for '.||.|L 1) or wwiw.transhouston
Monthly (Saturdays)
Second Saturdays at Winter St. Studios. 1’5 ¢
policy at Winter St. Studios every second Saturday of the
This | { | hang with the varied ar
in their shu
1 OF near 1he-C
1 1 and & pm. Winter

y: T13/862-0082 OF WWWw.

3 greal way

nvited t |||t|

Month[y (Sundays)
Ihadﬂll Want to !llllI at lpast
ith ¢

I"'Icu"ltl1|3.|I (Tuesdays)
The Houston SPCA Pet Loss Support Gruup provid
] professionally facilitated, supp [
y.Com people to grieve f

oré iInformano
 (ask for Georges) or wwwi frans

care of Lily’s furry ones.

kennel duties.

“Movies Houstonians Love

FLMS

starring Julia Roberts.

mfah.org. —Naney Fard

PHILIFFE ANTOREL

“TEA” WITH JOANNE

‘Charlie Wilson’s War’ heroine Joanne
King Herring has ‘Tea with Mussolini’

hen one of OutSmart’s favorite cover girls, Lily Tom-

lin, came to town to raise some cash for Houston Area

Women's Center, she told an enrapt group of journalists,
including our own Blase DiStefano, that she'd been asked to play a
leshian in a new movie loosely based on the life of director Franco
Zefferelli. The down side, Lily said, was that she'd have to leave
her animals while she lived in Florence for three months while
filming. DiStefano urged her to do the role, even offering to take

That was 10 years ago. The film in question? Zeflerelli's Tea
with Musselini. Good call, Blase! We guess Jane Wagner provided

Secreening as part of Museum of Fine Arts Houston’s popular
" series, Tea, it turns out, is a fave of
Charlie Wilson’s War heroine, Joanne King Herring.

Funny—we assumed Joanne would have preferred something

April 28, 7 p.m. Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. Details: www.
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THE B WORD

Bitch and The Exciting
Conelusion to rock out
at Chances

Bitch comes to Houston.

hirty shows in less than two

months is an ineredibly grueling

road schedule. The specter of bad
food, unpredictable wintry weather, and
sleeping in a different bed nearly every
night is more than enough to render
even the most calloused performer...well,
bitchy.

Fortunately, in this case, it's simply
good PR,

Presented by the Athena Art Project,
Bitch blows into Houston on April 24, 8
p.m. to play Chances Bar (1100 Wes-
theimer).

On this go-round, Bitch is sans Animal,
with whom she performed and recorded
in the late '90s through early '00s. But the
“*musical beat poet multi-instrumental-
ist” is by no means a solo act these days.
Drummer Lee Free and psychedelie in-
strumentalist Gabriel K have signed on to
form Bitch and The Exciting Conclusion

B+TEC recorded new tracks this past
winter in New York City for the group’s
upeoming LP, conveniently produced by
Bitch's own brand-new label, Short Story
Records.

Not so incidentally, Short Story's first
release 1s Boulder from indie folk legend,
Ferron. Dropping May 6, it features
performances by The Indigo Girls, Ani
DiFranco, and Le Tigre's JD Samson,
among others.

B+TEC joins a list of upscale leshic
acts booked at Chances recently, like
The Cliks and God-des & She. Hats off to
owner Nick Vastakis and staff for trans-
forming the club into the Gulf Coast's
answer to The Planet (you know—where
The L Word girls hang out). Without the
food service and uppity coffee, of course.

I we're lucky, maybe Biteh’s girl-
friend Daniela Sea (The L Word's Max
Sweeney ), who sometimes performs with
B-TEC, will tag along for the Chances
show. Bitchin'!

Tickets: $15 at the doar, or $10+
online. Details: www. hwfestival.org.

Tuesday of the month, 7 pm, at the | onSPCA, 900 Portway |
Dr. Info: 713/869-7722, ext. 127 ww.houstonspra.org. |
1 (Tues ) |
cgnterfnrnlﬂsseneﬂtllecnal_ anYyes Thibaudet at the
Houston Symphony rammy-nomnated
musician will [ er for AIDS in
Houston ]'u_ ) Joth |u ||3 and
nationally
living w
Loutsiana St. Info r.l\h. .I':m{a

Get BARE
without

the wax?

ASK ABOUT NUFREE FINIPL
A SAFE HON-WAX

HAIR REMOVAL FOR

98% OF THE BODY!

Full Body Waxing,
Advanced Skin Care,
Endermologie,
Massage,

Eyelosh Extensions,
Lush Services,
Couples Massage,
Hydrotherapy

To register
-rnond d
e first session. SL T
W StpaL

-r it1|||

7 Rec

3 (Thurs.)
Meditation and Prayer: Labyunith ins

Hours: By Appointment Only

832.618.1145

4 (Fri. )

AWSRDED BY (ITYSEARCH
Bedt Masage 2006 & 2007,

et Feciol 2007, Best Day Spa 2007 info@heightsmossags.com
AWARDED BY HOWSTON PRESS height
Bert Eypedash Expamsions. 1007 Www.neighismassage.com

€If A
5 & 6 (5at. ESun)
Gel a Fresh Persaemve t the 200 cl

A JE!uEf o an
Antigue Shéa in the
Heart of M ontrose

= 1Y | ralry | Porrary

Y

s | Toys | Antiques

|r]

ildS

Linda Mann's
Hawthorne Street Collection

1017 Hawthorne
across from Montrose Kroger

832.545.4644
713.524.8850
Sun & Mon 12-6 — Tues-Sat 10-7

& ncl
EarthZone

Farg Jlr'd.
JI]L‘] |L xas Ch

on bf p:'rl (
oted per ticket); $
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CHEF/OWNERS
NEEDED!

Fine dining restaurant for sale
in Asheville, North Carolina.

5000 sa. fo gril
equipment packag
LEMT |2ase av;
che

ble. Kitchen
ce; $200,000

salas p

A \I'ﬂl‘it‘fy of other restaurants are available
in the mountains of Asheville, NC
and surrounding areas.

Contact: Jeff Eatherly

o000 OOPOPOOIOO OGBSO
We’d like you
to meet our
60,000 readers...

Over 890/[]

of QutSmart readers tell us they

G0 OUT OF THEIR WAY
to SUPPORT

OutSmart advertisers.

iy, beakuban, bi, and traes magezios

@ For advertising information, call 113/520-7231. @
o000 SOOIOBOPOIOBSBODN

LMT

713-876-8899

larrycarterlmt.massagetherapy.com

gate without an H-E-B t free for children |
lapan. Tlm P st Present. and Future,
Heost k with colorful ¢ |I
Japan

8 (Tues.)
Opening Peﬂurmance' ﬁll in the Timing. See this crit

1 (Fri.)
He's Cooland Oh. So Hot!

12 (Sat.)
Healllw long-term lulationshnp;

A Premigre (leoning Servica since | 989

- Family owned ond operated

- Move in-out/Organizing

- Spetiolists in detoil deaning

- Weakly, hi-monthly, one-time
- Trovelin team with supervisor
- Packing or unpodking for relocoting
- Bonded & insured for your protection

- English speaking manoger always on site

YOU OWE YOURSELF
A PROFESSIONAL
HOME CLEANING SERVICE

Free estimate by phone

713.664.9911

Horn Concerto

DPENE (s

Emlugy and Hih.ll'! take cent
i e

5500 Main, More info; v stpaulshouston.org

17 (Thurs.)

nee Compan

Internabonal Festiva

between 11 am=1:3

19 & 20 (Sat. & Surl )
I:lream Destm.rtinns

gl you

rewill be s

Octavio Barrios, MD
Board Certified Family Practice

www.doctorbarrios.com

Now BCCCPUNE NewW PrImary
care palients in the
Midown/Montrose area

Minst insurances aceopted

By appaintment only

Dr Barmos has practiced funily medicne in the Pasadena/Tesr
Park aren for the kst 14 years. He is Board certifiod by the
Amencan Board of Family Practwe and & member of the
Amencan Acadéenry of Family Physcians

Houston Pasadena

Horizen Fanily Healthcare
7106 Spencer Highway
Pakadena, TX 77508
2E1-542-9400

Skin Rennissance Laser Comtar
106 Westheuner (at Baghy)
Houston, TX 77004
T13.042-7546

Muonday, Wednesday, Saturday: | Tuesdsy, Thursday, Friday:

LOOK OUT

Tara Mateik as Billie Jean King (r) and as
Bobby Riggs in Putting the Balls Away at Aurora
Picture Show.

DINNER AND BOWLING

ewish Community Center Gay and Les-

bian Social Group of Houston presents
a Pot Luck Shabbat Dinner at the home of
Jereme Scott. President of The Foundation
for AIDS Israel, Scott will present a short
informative talk about his work. Friday,
April 4, at 7T p.m. The group goes bowling
on May 2, 7:30 p.m. at Palace Lanes, 4191
Bellaire Blvd. Details: Danny Kallen,
281/773-6002 or dannyrk@sbeglobal net.

PITCH 'N° PUMP
he Montrose Softball League’s
Pranksters In Pumps is an evening of
“drinking, drag, and debauchery.” April
5, 6 p.m., with show at 7 p m. Rich's, 2401
San Jacinto. Tickets: $15-$20. Ben-
efits Legacy Community Hwtli h Center,
Houston GLBT Community Center, and
the MSL. Details: www.montrosesoftball-
league.com.

FOR THE CHILDREN
Hnmle_m Pride Band conductor emeri-
tus Andy Mills leads the band in a
free concert, for families and children of
all ages, entitled Celebrating Families,
Part of the band's 30th anniversary Sea-
son of Celebration!, the performance is a
whimsical introduction to the fascinating
world of concert music, with an instru-
mental “petting zoo” where children will
have the opportunity to meet the HPB
musicians. April 12, 1 p.m. Spotts Park,
101 South Heights Blvd. Details: www,
houstenprideband.org.

< IT TAKES BALLS

hen Aurora Picture Show presents

its fifth annual Media Archeology
festival April 17-19, a likely stand-out
of the Live and Televised series will be
Tara Mateik’s Putting the Balls Away.
Staged at DiverseWorks ArtSpace April
19, 8 p.m., Balls weaves together pre-
recorded video and audio as well as live
performance to retell the story of the
historie 1973 “Battle of the Sexes” ten-
nis showdown in Houston's Astrodome
between Bobby Riggs and Billie Jean
King. And get this: Mateik plays both
roles. Aurora, the Orange Show Center
for Visionary Art and Rice University
host additional performances for the
three-day festival. Details: www.aurora-
pictureshow.org.

WET ONES

aura Villagran, owner of Gay Yel-

low Pages and www.gayislander.
eom, has announced a weekend-long
party on Galveston Island. “Wet
Galveston,” scheduled April 25-27
begins with a kickoff party at the Pink
Dolphin featuring DJ Chris Allen.
Entertainers Marsha Mellow, KRBE
D.J Special K, Josh Duffy, Laure] &
The Edge, Paige Lewis, and Whitney
Ann MacCray perform at the Balinese
Room for the Saturday afternoon beach
party: a dance party at Groove Bar
follows. Sunday Funday begins at 11
a.m. at 3rd Coast Beach Bar. The event
concludes with a Galveston cruise,
April 28 through Mav 4. Details: www
wetgalveston.com.

FOR THE HAVES AND THE HAVE-NOTS
heatre New West director Joe
Watts is mounting concurrent

presentations of Eve Ensler’s The

Vagina Monologues (with an all-male-

to-female trans east) and Thomas

0. Yewell's The Penis Chronicles.

Weekends, May 2-31, with benefit

previews on May 1 and 8. Theatre

New West's The Loft, 436 Hawthorne.

Details: 713/522-2204.

THERE WILL BE HATS

he Mr, and Miss Mint Julep

Pageant, held each July, is one of
Legacy Community Health Services'
campiest fundraisers. This year, orga-
nizers jumpstart the julep season
with its kickoff party, on Kentucky
Derby Day, complete with mint juleps,
a hat contest, and watching the ponies
on the big screen. May 3, 2-6 p.m.
EdJ's, 2517 Ralph. Details:
713/830-3015. A

TAX PREPARATION
& PLANNING

10% discount for OutSmart Readers

CATERINGTO HOUSTON'S GLBT COMMUNITY

KIMBERLY A. SHOCKLEY, CPA
10 YEARS OF BIG-4 TAX EXPERIENCE

» Domestic Partner Advice
* Individual Tax Returns

» Financial Statements

» Sy

* Corparate & Parnership
Returns

* |RS Audit Defense

www.shockleyconsulting.net
info@shockleyconsulting.net

2409 Commerce St
Phone: 713-236-1040

Sonna Alton,

Jeff Vannice, PhD

Psychologist

Practicing
since f990
Gc:y/Lesbmn Issues
Children/Adolescents/Adults
Parenting Issues
Spirituality
Individuals/Couples/Families
=
1415 N. Loop West, #780

Houston, TX 77008
(Between Shepherd and Ella on the N, Loop)

713-426-4455
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specally exhibits, and representatives from properties/develop-
| i 1 sta Rica, Panama

1|r111-1|‘L‘ Pacific to the Caribbean. Find
shi-nse properties, peaceful lake

to @ romantic petaway
.-.h.J.' el you've

I 2
I|.|'-"7‘nn||n:'d retrément commLinitie
and surf at your do
find it a1 Escapes!
Convenhion Center, 1
Mrle info: call B33

Coming to Creative Life

Sunday celebrations with
Rev. Dr. Jesse Jennings, weekly at
9:30 and t1am. Casual, fun, real.

LY at y
01 Lake '~:f‘| hins |_'[I'ff‘
3944 or send e-mail

t of Aftica: The Three Journe ays. The 37th annual
al, highlighting the nch history and
will feature hi nr‘redc. of Intermation

writown, while
, cuisinges, and

Midweek celebration of life,
with inspiring ideas for effective,
passionate and creative living,
plus live music. Wednesaays, 7pm

entertainment

“"The Moses Code” movie
S ind ||1*il|.'{.1‘-, H

Friday, April 4, 7pm, tickets $10

| I'!pr| Sam Houston
Vorld ‘.’Il,' ic \1.15‘
T.

Change Your Thinking,
Change Your Life introductory 1
mEtaphySics' WQrkShDD -h::." A i \:.:‘.l lljlhvr'l“I Inlr.J
Sunday, April 27, 1:30pm e i e, Bh

ors, and belly dancers,
gional rock en
anachs, and tradi

A Course in Miracles
discussions Every Thursday, 7pm

RE 12

15, phus salsa, menngy

¥ '“I"l II'_ KE
17 515 at the
5326 Spring-Stuebner Road, 0
2 blocks east of Gosling between
1-45 (exit 70A) and Kuykendahl
Sunday celebrations - 9 & TTam
EL I M Jesse Jennings, D.D
Founding Minister

www.creativelife.org + 281 350 5157

22 (Tues.)
Httnntheﬂeatliern The Johin € F'.'1

10

1 Dance
[ the
day's hip h
first

D.mtenlonf 101. The

fruls I‘,

idwA

with fis sillky, st
five récording a.h

. Hpurl’.s
* Swedish

JGL'_L ue

www.houstonsymphony.org or 713

>
.

Saks Fifth Avenue,
Cho many more, Public
¢ I unway sh oW rrr-'r' r’mrnrn’:u. areas around
Calleria, Bunway ion Show at Polar lee Galleria,
i3, Thurs,, J'Lnl 24,8 pn. H. n Symphony League
) an benefitin

Lo 24 (Th[us )

r-: Cadillu Primaura fe: 1 Fashion Nl%'l\'\-' r»lﬂl full

e igh Sun., May 4

= displays, runway
o LR e S e
NOW OPEN! cCentral 7 ol .I-i’u—m'. Ann Taylor, Brools

Location w/ FREE Pm-kin

s presents an extlusive
uL Fi  Apnil 2 J'1 11230 am. Macy's springs
'r|'>|.n" in the |Jdl|"|'|r IV,

the stree y
m. The pl,h i€ wi II enjoy additional fashion
it in celebration of sprng’s sizzling new
arrivals, Cadillac Primav taking buds. This incredible sient
auction benefits the Sir uth Foundation (Sy) Scholarship
Fund. Simon Youth Foundation focuses on at-risk youth through
{'IJII ational, career, and life skills programs and initiatives. Auction
includes tems from dist sh s such a5 Ferragamo
and Saks Fifth Aven Gallera, Apnl 24-May 4. For info, call
The Galleria -'I’J,f’uP?-“lzt’S
A Delicious Proposition: Dining Out for Life to fight HIV.
More than 35 af Houston's best restaurants open their doors for

an Frl , Apnl
shows ’hmugr out the eve

David Tritico
832.274.3853

3400 Montrose, Suite 435
www.BarbershopCentral.com

dqun( ieqg N adessi
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the 2nd annual fundraiser benefiting AIDS Foundation Houston
Inc. (AFH). Dine out for breaklast, lunch, or dinner at restaurants in
the Houston area including Diaily Review Café, Hungry's n the Vil
lage, Max's Wine Dive, Mingalone, and Riva's, and they will donate
ane-third of their proceeds on April 24 tofight HIV. All funds rased
1I|mup‘| "Dining Out for Life” in Houston will hesp support AFH'S
prevention education programs and the nearly 5,000 clients served
annually through its 43 dient-based programs. Eatoutlo ght HIV
on the 24th during the entire operating hours of each participating
restaurant Restaurant list and more inf wdiningautforide.com
or call Angela Dispensa at AFH, T13/623-6796 ext. 258
25 (Fri.)
Enjoy Free Concerts af linchiime to celebrate the 2008 Houston
International Festival, Cut of Afnca, in the aréa around City Hall
between 11 am-1:30 pm
26 (Sat.)

Dance of Asian America Meets West U, a choreo
graphic journey uniting new and award-winning authentic Chinese
rlaw al and folk dances from China’s renowned ¢
with the newest modern jazz and hip-hop works
choreographers. Free; tickets req
Miller Outdoor Theatre, Hermann ance
wwwmilleroutdoortheatre. com or 713/533-3276

26 & 27 (Sat. & Sun.)
Out of Africa: The Three Journeys. [he 37th annual Housio
International Festival continues, celebrating the cultural heritage of
Mnca. See Apnl 19 & 20 for more details
The Salt Grass Potters Guild Spring Sale.
25 artists show off their craftsmanship in ha
work. Choose from a beautiful array of functional and decoratme
dishware, sculptures, and more. 10 am-5 pm. Clear Lake Park
Meeting Room, 5001 NASA Parkway, Clear Lake, Mare info. wwaw
saltgrasspotters.com or call Eileen at T13/306-0051

LANNING AHEAD

After Einstein: nluslr. and the Relaﬂvhy oI Th'nt-.
Einstein won the Nobel Prize for his groundbrea

: s but he was also a passionate
's chamber works |h|\'.JI
Camera's 20th *I’l1l\(—‘l\.1f"\f’r‘4"ut n fir

scientist's bel

afulfaliipgts

e p

iftheraist
-,LI success in life? How

\,', icensed | n.m-.
your lack of self-esteem -ab*“
\.nu f,. | about youl r'.r'II s directly rel;
work [lt"ic‘\ll'ﬂrl e, and attitu
ng skills that cre
={l-being, Presented by Leisus
'1\,“3'[1 10 am-noon. Unitsnan
urch, 1900 Bering Drve. Info: wwwlu.com or 7
Free Cultural, nhsiul and Theatrical Entertainment -
always on stage at Miller Outdoor Theatre in Hermann Park. One
hour daytime performances specially geared toward child lli)lfr'
rallent opportunity to expase youngsters to the delights of
mirtg ars. 11 am. No tickets necessary, s st
r-.t served. Evening shows are family-fiendly. Ad
i dll performances, but some evening shows re
._wc.--cc, seating. For those performances, res
on the day of performance only between 11 ;
Miller Theatre box office; any remaming tickets release
before curtain. Sooety for Pe ng Arfs presents )
featunng the Spanish Harlem Orc hP511r| a Grammy Award-winning
13-member salsa and Latin music band. Free, Fnday, May 2, 8
pm, The Asian Pacific Amencan Heritage Association invites you
to the APAHA Heritage Festival all aftemoon on Saturday, May 3,
followed by a free esening concert. On 5l_||u‘a1~,-, May &, oin Comite
Patnitico Mexicano de Houston for Cinco de .'x'la,'-' festivities, with
artists from Mexico, manachis, folklanc dances, and more. The das
sic fairy tale Sleeping Beauty comes Lo life in an adaptation from the
Tchatkovsky ballet score ir this enchanting opera for young people,
where a Winter Fairy appears and puts all of Russia in a snowy
sleep. Free. Monday, May 5-Friday, May 9, 11 am. For more info
www,milleroutdoortheatre.com or 281/373-3386.
A Little Day Music features the Fischer Duo. Da Camera’s free
Junichtime senes in May includes drawngs for tickets to an upcoming
Da Camera concert. Grab lunch to-go and-enjoy live music in the
Grand Foyer at Wortham Theater Center, 500 Texas Ave. at Smith 3t
Wednesday, May 7, noon, Mare info: www.dacamera.com or
T13/524-5050

1s available
i prm atthe
lia nj ane hm If

FOR THE SUMMER

Camp Xplorations Summer Science Adventures. Conguer
the summer blahs with science, fun, and fantasy during weekly
camps offered children ages 5-12 by the youth education depart-
ment at the Houston Museurn of Natural Science. This year's
themes will excite their imagination and creativity: campers will
design radio remote-controlled Battlebot, race and battle then
own “Bot” on the robat battlefield; create speedy motion machines
such as cars, boats, and planes during Fast and Funous; create
their own coat of arms, bulld a castle, and leam what it takes to
defend it in Saence of the Round Table: think like Harry Potter and
20 beyond Hogwarts to bearn the real science behind the card of
wizard pets, Herbology, herpetology, and the chemistry behind
magical potions in Hogwarts Scence Academy; and much more
Camps are available weekly, June 2-Aug. 15, at The Houston
Museum of Natural Science, One Hermann Gircle Drive. Also
available are two suburban satellite Xploration Summer Adventures
locations: Woodlands Xplorations Station, The Woodlands Mall,
1201 Lake Woodland Drive, near Bames & Noble on the lawer
level; in Fort Bend County at Chrst Umited Methodrst Church,
3300 Austin Parkway, Sugar Land, Registration s now available
online at wwawhmns.org. More info: e-mail xplorations@hmns
org or call 713/639-4629,
The Houston Museum of Natural Science 1< 2 cernierpiece
of the Houston Museum District. With four floors of permanent
exhibit halls, and the Wartham IMAX Theatre. Cockrell Butterfly
Center, Burke Baker Planetarium, and George Obsenvatory, and
as host to world-class and ever-changing louring exhibitions,
'hrrt~ something to delight every age group. One Ilenn(mu
Drive, For exhibits, hours, and ticket info: wwwhmns g
T3/639-4629
Hike Amid Birds and Butterflies. The Houston Arboreturi
& Nature Center is home to more than 160 speces of birds and
33 kinds of butterflies, \-\-hv:rv:',uu can explore five miles of trees,
botanicals, and native wildlife along walking trails. Located in
M Fark, 4501 Woodway Dr. Hours: Arboretum
open to the public, 7 am=7 pm (except major holidays);
Nature Center hours 9 am-5 pm; The Discovery Room houses
ractive educational exhibits such as aquariums, ouch screens,
2 15-ft. model leaming tree, and microscopes with videa mor
r|1r'r| 10 am-4 pm (closed Mondays). Free
reciated. Info: www.houstonarboretum.org o

RADIO

After Howrs. Sunday mornings, 1-4 am. Featuring the
cer Music Zone) with immy Carper. KPFT 90.1 FM,
738
I!mr Veices. Mondays, 8-10 pm. Features, news, £
wiews, reviews, and commentary, KPFT 901 FM
Reach Out in the Darkness. Houston's only ths\tnrrr
radio host and her partner present selected music from the "60s,
played ke it was it 15, exclusively from vinyl pressings. Eve
We dnesday moming, 3-6 am, KPFT Pacifica radio (90.1 FM)

PERFORMING ARTS

All in the Timing. Day

w

id hves humorously explores a vanety of
complex situations expenenced through an assortment of unusual
ch 5, from awkward singles to philosophizing chimpanzees
The eccentne personalities usher the audience through a dizzying
and absurd exploration of the English language. 55. Tues.~Sat., Apnl
1 prm; Sun., Apnl 13, 2 pm: Hamman Hall, Rice University,
ain St, entrance 21 (off Rice Blvd). Info/tickets: www.arts
fice.edu or 713-348-PLAY,

Benjamin Britten’s Billy Budd. Hermann Melville's nautical
allegory, adapted by E. M. Forster and Enc Crozier, of murder and
mayhem at sea. Billy Budd tells a timeless story of human inner
conthct between personal marality and public duty. L ast performed
at HGO in 1998, the play retumns to the Wortham Theater Ceriter
with Australian director Neil Armifiefd's acclaimed version. The pow

erful all-male cast stars baritone Daniel Belcher as Billy; baritone
Liam Bonner as Redbum, and bass-bantone Ryan McKinny as Flint.
British tenor Andrew Kennedy sings Captain Vere and Canadian
bass Phillip Ens as black-hearted John Claggant Performed in
English with English supertitles, $25-5205. Opens Fri., Apnl 25,
130 pim; Sun, Apnl 27, 2 pm. Brown Thealer, Wortham Theater
Center, 500 Texas Ave. Tickets/info: www houstongrandopera.org
or 713-228-0PERA (6737) i
Beethoven's Seventh Symphony and Jean-Yves Thibau-
det. The performance of the Seventl Symphany was one of
Beethoven's most successhul concerts. Hopefully awaiting a victory
over Napoleon's 1805 and 1809 accupation, Vieninese audiences
embraced the symphony's energy and beauty, The Allagretio, one
of the world's best-loved pieces of music, has evoked inspiration

IF THEIR
SNORING
SOUNDS

LIKE THIS,

it's time to get help.

Find out how the

Pillar Procedure

can help reduce snoring
and bring peace and
quiet into your household.

Raza Pasha, mp

Board Certified: American Board of Otolaryngology

281.920.5558

www.breathefreely.com

“Pasha

Sinus & Allergy Center
Snoring & Sleep Center

West Houston Doctors’ Clinic
12121 Richmond Avenue, Suite 304 * Houston, Texas 77082-2437

Steve Melton MS, LPC,
Psychotherapist/Counselor

Evening and Weekend Appoint

* Gay/Lesbian Issu
* Depression = Relationships
* Addiction  + Self Esteem

+ Anxiety

713.560.6496
4200 Montrose
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M Carnival

The Fun Ships.

= “’.—...m"‘ﬁﬁhﬁa'":i

GAYRIEEE A_N
ll*ﬂ.ﬂ.‘-”w
GRI_J'E-E

October 26 - November 2, 2008

Join Gayribbean Cruises
as we set sail from Galveston
aboard the Carnival Conquest®™
to Montego Bay, Grand Cayman
and Cozumel this Halloween.

Fares starting at $568.00*

www.GayribbeanCruises.com
877-560-8318

gayribbean

iy R Leshiss Croep

Your OPINIONS will
complete the puzzle.

Help us gain a deeper
understanding of health-related
experiences and needs of people

living with HIV/AIDS

OPINIONS welcomed @
www.houstontx.gov/health/
Epldemluiogy!HMMPhndex html

|34 T mﬂ{)nw“u '-‘-’é’é“;‘r‘.- 4
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Houston Medical Monitoring Project

ana, Tickets/in
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expresses his world viewt L1

1eatre.com or 71

ART]PHOTOGRAPHY
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RESPONS Y MATTERS
. ~ B, i 3

No one offers more
discounts than Farmers:

S0 il you want a great tate, great service, and g grea
agent, there's really only one name you need to know
for auto insurance, Call now to find out more

DAVID D, LORMS
2200 N. Loop West, Ste, 122
HOUSTON, TX 77018
(713) GEB-8669
DavidL.2490@ aol.com
www.Farmersagent.com/dlorms

Hablamos Espanol

&

i where you belong

w - Life Flond = Healtl
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Ad-Mar Remodeling
| I.J;terfor and Exterior Remodeling

~ —No JobToo Small -

— Quick Turnaround —
— Quality Work —

— Competitive Rates —

Home Owners, Property Managers,
Landlords and Real Estate Investors

Call for your make-ready/repairs

(832) 338.5566

Ry

Urban ”)
Talls

Where all ozl have
bmﬂbp'
Full service pet facility _
Convenient mid-town location
.‘;.l'u'lnffe'u'l 2417

Featuring Loft, Luxury Loft
& cage-free boarding

www.urbantails.cc
1618 Webster | 713.658.0900

ejas flr, Inc.

“HARNESS YOUR ENERGY...
Spring A/C Check-Up,
Only $69°%9 »

Lance Carnal
- Owner

pp——

[ejas Air, Inc.

4! o
e \ | ==

G;,
832.287. 6117 DIRECT

tejasair@sbeglobal.net www. tejasair.com
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Travel guilt free
while your pet is
at a “home away
from home”. ..
with a pre-screened
host family. 4+ One owner's pet(s) per hame

4+ Pre-servened for compatibility
& Parsoralized care in pat-loving homes

Pets Are Inn

www.PetsArelnn.com
Experience this unigue pet lodging alternative today!

Houston | Dallas | Frisco

(281) 651- 7387

*Round trip transportation provided by our Pet-Chantfeurs. Even weekends!

713.520.9591
Therapeutic Massage and Yoga Studio

2201 San Felipe
off Shepherd

urbankneads.com

~ Voted Best
Hairstylist

/* Dut$mart Readers’ Chaice Award 2007

515/ Westheimer 713 524 *8'58
lIk www.hairsalonhouston.com
Man. - Fri, 10am - 7pm | Sat. 1am - 6pm | Sun. Closed

percent of her skeleton intact, Lucy’s remains ]I-HH 1e oldest and
most complete adult human ancestor ever fully r i
.-‘-.[rl:.‘|'| soll. Over 100 artifacts illuminate ¢ —'x:|u"|£# m’lutc\.,e

55ils, h«lnrml manusce Ll'

|'_|r.'.J-|. LIS useum
Circle I".‘1 e infa: \r‘.‘n-\‘rhlnw
Org or ,u.‘\"E|:. J-dl.
Making the Unfamilior Familiar: A Program !nr H‘lgﬁ
School Studemts. Twenty students who par
sducation program at the Museum of F
leature 1 artists |ht|’]1(|u| !
o ina stue I|I SpaCe &

o0

hree Visual and Dramatic
Arts majors, chosen throu; p fo
an award to develo
fon.~Fri, 11 am-5 pm,
wallery, Rice Media C
ice.edu
Morena Moderna: Virgin de Guadalupe.

everyone knows her image. Some have seen it in pe

18 in the VADA Main Exhib
BI00 Main SU. Info: wwwarts
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Experience a Whole New
Level of Fitness Training
832 -443 - HIT

The new studio has a unique loft-like feel
with the energy of a gym.

coachk

¥m@” ls*

MUTT HOWSE

WHERE DOGS HAWE A ROWDY GOOD TIME

We Offer: Doggie Daycare
Grooming
Natural Food Products

713-426-MUTT(6888)
www.MuttHouse.com

1726 W 23rd Street
Houston, Texas 77008

We focus on the Whole Dog!!

/ deep tissue

/ relaxation

14002 Northwest Frwy (OF Hwy 200, Ext Tidwel)
713-462-5152

www.axecutivevideoxoLcom

WANT TO MAKE THE BILL
COLLECTORS STOP CALLING?

ARE YOU LIKE MOST AMERICANS
DODGING THAT ANNOYING CALL
FROM BILL COLLECTORS?

DOES BAD CREDIT MAKE IT
HARD TO GET THE FINANCING
THAT YOU NEED TO GET THEM
OFF YOUR BACK?
GIVE US A CALL NOW
1-877-963-6336

NO ADVANCE-FEES

HIV positive?

You can sell your life insurance for cash.

There is an opportunity to sell your life insuance
policy. All stages of HIV/AIDS may qualify and any
type of policy (individual or company-issued group)

is considered. Call us today for a free consultation.

Linked [ace-to-face
Viatical | fexas based
Benefits | gay owned
1.800.275.3090 | gay operated

[For810RS)

and{BOTIOMS;

fuetiyoulsomelal;
April -‘i'l'" Meat
Celebrity Designer

Andrew Christian
from 7-9pm,

: aIIWem'nmr_- ?I:i 7.8488
415 esthigimer 4104
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[ ]
Bus.ness News | m continued from page 49
| hard core—looks like a lesbian, smells like
by Nancy Ford a lesbian, acts like—you know, 100 percent.
Men's cologne—you know what they smell
like.” They met in a psychology class during
Meier's senior year at Rice and have been

1200 million, according to

; |
Aramicie.

MUSICAL CHAIRS. On March 6, Noe|
Furniture, located at 2727 Southwest
Freeway, hosted an opulent cocktail re-
ception featuring Sir El nn's stunning,

red grand pia music man,

inseparable since

Cody Grizzoffi, formerly y
Inspired by Ame, who has been out for

with Countrywide e Loans, 1S now
a senior loan o Frirel end so long and had undergone the whole in-

ompaniment with

fited pro- trospection thing as a young GLBT person,

5 14 .L.. ars .':rT‘f-r”'--'
in the mortgage and financial
~| ing has been serving my god. I'm a guy!”

] In October 2006, Meier came out to him-

ring, which b
grams of [:ierl' g Omega Comy

vices, Details; www.noelfurniture.cor

Meier eventually exclaimed to himself, “Oh

self and Ame. In October 2007, only a year

CHRISTIAN DESIGNS. Male Uwear
representatives have annour

Andrew Christian

later, he started testosterone. He spent that

vear really thinking about what he wanted
to do. Did he really need hormones to feel
like a guy? He consulted with ecounselors,
conducted research, conferred with Ame,
and came out to his parents, extended family,
friends, school administration, and all the

KARPAS REALTY SEI.LS

ectate

b ant, Marthsz rest. And he continues with his journey to
acqui simply be who he was meant to be.
gstate z His driver’s license reads Stacey Anne

Meier. Professionally, at church and with

The deal
more l?-’Ll-"-Z'-I re in southwes kr’“‘" Grimofl | the people he grew up with, he still goes by - Marie g el SRR = = A
ticularly the high-end market Stacey. Contact John Nagy for
orafa Bellair her Send your business news to “A lot of trans people that I know have C
: adlllac Chevrolet GMC Pontiac, Buick an virtually an .
Sy 10 p.m. Details: www business. N OutSmart, 3406 n‘-\udubir‘\ Place, Houston, TX 77006, a real internalized hate for their name,” he : i b a d * a v - Y USEd Ca
Andrew Christian maleuwear.com more than %1 t o e-mail to lettersi@ousmartmagazine com; says. So, he is Stacey Lawrence Meier with .

the nickname of “Colt” among the GLBT
community, family, and new friends.
“ﬂrdcﬂr' Pilﬂ'as : _ He wanted a nickname to reflect how
WI“ ga! vnu II'I llll.d out 2008 AStrOIOglcal Readlngs energetic and spunky he is. “I didn't want to g Law ofﬁce of Grifﬁn D vance
b

in |Il5|' 1 he! change who I am; I wanted to become more
und

Oux dasimision 60 The perfect gift for yourself and for the people you care about. of thib pie ki thi T sl 2" _ - A Professional Corporation
pre: 4 = e . Stacey's gender-clinic doctor recom- !
, :
Cﬂ“u_}ﬂ'uw_h HOﬁday gfﬁ Cerﬁﬁcates ava”able mended he send out a “coming out” letter

because soon he would have facial hair. He Adliancing goals. Prntecting interests. l]eveloplng solutions.

has a tiny bit of hair now. Although he em- : 1 4
|>|1;1.-'1:w_|_.; “tiny.” E\-Iq.-.il;l-lt‘ lpl:il_\T'li'uH_\ ::cu;;_-!.-_.. “In T 3 713.984.7539
a year from now, it e like a Francisce [ e

e e e st R www.gdvlaw.com e griffin@gdvlaw.com

Get 8 sessions for the pme of 6

Dffer good for the month of April

What is Pilates?

An innovative system of mind-body exercise.
Pilates dramatically transforms the way your body looks, feels and perf
theretare improving mental and physicol well-being. It builds strength wi
extess bulk, ceating o sleek, foned body with slen-
der thighs and a flot abdomen.

It teaches body awareness, good posture and ensy,
urﬂﬁ'&ll movement. Pilafes improves flexibility,

friar.”
1 iar's “comins ® letter to his - :
In Meier’s “coming out letter to hi 908 Town & Country Bivd., #120 Houston, TX 77024
parents'friends in December 2007, he wrote:
“Please do not be shocked, it's just me.”

That'’s the gift he gives to his family,

his friends, and to himself: to simply be

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

o Past Life Regressions Funding Dreams

who he is

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY

'xﬂﬂd economy of motion. it con even help Houston Transgender Unity Commitiee’s iy : - -
mﬁd&hﬂ*nﬂm = Reiki Master Peggy Rudd Transgender Scholarship is C?mﬁEd IMAGO Relatlon:j,hm T|‘|El'a‘D'ESt
Nomuiterwhuiywr ugeurmn&fﬁun it will work awarded annually at the groups’ annual * Licensed Marriage & Family Therap1st
&!fm PWFk’ who do pilates. ’BBUhr‘fwﬂmf o Astrology Tape Series Unity Banquet. Though the application pro- * Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor

have better posture, are [ess prone o injury, and
experience better overall health,

cess 15 closed for 2008, trans-identified high

* 24 Years Counseling Experience

Consultations by [ ¥ ] :
A int ¢ Onl school seniors and adult students pursuing
ppointment Unly higher education are encouraged to apply for
GIFT CERTIFICATES » CREDIT CARDS the 2009 eyele. Details: www htuc.org.

7 I 3.529.5842 | Joyce Gabiola contributed to OutSmart’s 2008

- . People To Wateh spotlight in January, inferview
""ycath@aﬂl.cu m* www."“vrﬂddy.c‘]m ing musician Kurim Baykal.

DENISE O’'DOHERTY
3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 910 = HOUSTON, 77098

(713) 524-9525
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OutSmart Marketplace
« ACCOMMODATIDNS

Galveston Beachfront Hotel: The Com
modore on the Beach. Centrally localed, 92
redecoraled rooms. All non-smoking, new
poolside fountain, complimentary continental
breakfast, afternoon snacks. Cruise spacials

An OutSmart favorite. Commodoreonthe-
Beach.com, 800.231,8921.
RV Hookups
936/894-2030
Large Pool, Bath Houses/Laundry
& miles West of TX Ren Festival

dﬂ'n ’ RV/TENTING
RockinRRanch.net

CAMPGROUND
- L‘:reat Home Base Rates

RAINBOW RANCH
CAMPGROUND
AND RV PARK
Texas Largest GLBT
Camp: %round
Cabins, RV Sites,
Tenting, Lake,
Pavilion, Pool, Fishing, Boating, etc.
rainbowranch.net +888.875.7596

*ANTIQUE DEALER

« BUSINESS VENTURES

Investers Wanted
Up and running Unique Gay
Male Dating Website
seeks venture capital.
Ground Floor Opportunity
Please call 713-834-5777
ask for Terry.

= CAB COMPANY

LIBERTY
g.éB Co. Inc.

Houston Owned & Operated

713.695.6700

www.libertycab.net

*CHURCHES /SPIRITUALITY

i Sunday celebrations with
(E Rev. Or. Jesse Jennings
et WEEKIY al 9:30 a1 & 112,

q:l-dn_in_a-' Umhdﬁﬂﬂf&ﬂl”a]’“

Midweak celebrations of fife with inspiring

ideas for effective, passionate & crealive living,

‘plus live music. Wednesdays, 7'pm.

creativelife.org + 281.350.5157

= CLEANING/MAID SERVIGE

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING AND
PET SITTING in your home.
“lsn't it fime to get your house

cleaned?” Special for new clients only
510 off pet setting; 320 off Residential
cleaning. Serving the Houston area
since 1985, Call Loyal

713.942.8816 or 713.705.6125

KAEHLER CLEANING
SERVICE since 1995

*, . confinually fhe besi”
fResidantial & Commyariol
Call John 713/861-6181

ﬁ!s&wﬂ i hingkaenler@sboglatil net

Kelly Clean = 832.203.7578

Spning Cleaning
Home Crganizing
Garage

Closets and more!
Call today for an
assassment

= EMPLOYMENT

New luxury showroom in the
Houston Design Center seeks
SHOWROOM MANAGER.
We are looking for a candidate with
excellent people skills, compuler
proficiency and extensive knowlege
of design and the industry.
Some outside sales will be required.
Qualified candidates will be
interviewed mid to end of April.
Fax resume to 214.747.7202
or email to wk@sherlewagner.com
No phone calls please.
www.sherlewagner.com

» HEALTH & WELLNESS

LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR.
Board Certified. Dr. Victor Yan Wiesner [l
Expenenced University Counseling Protessor
Relationships, Substance abuse, depras-
sion...I'm here to help, “The privilege of a
lifetime is being who you are.” hitp/iwiesner
homestead.com

FOOD ADDICTS IN RECOVERY
GLBT Open 12 Step Meeting,
Every Sat, 11am
Bering Memorial, Rm 232
foodaddictsinrecovery.com.

RECLAIM THE SKY! Expenence a naked
session in our visually private backyard. (Or
Tantnc - or Bcurious?) Bill = Body Electric
trained Sacred Intimate (defined on www.
DaddyBlade.com) + Reiki Masier Teacher
832/541-3166

FREE SAMPLE
ULTIMATE POTENCY

Male Herbal Enhancement Capsule
Send contact info to:
sexenhancer @safe-mail.net

ONLY 100 Samples Available
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- MASSAGE

BODY MASSAGE
e

ull Body = Feel ﬁw}e
Centrally Located

= Quicalls
=7 Days/Evel

nngsr : :

e A IS AN

- »
ROMAN BODY
MASSAGE THERAPY
Swedish = Deep Tissue
* Relki» Aromatherapy

BALANCE

www.romanody.com
Brian, wr
713-806-2199

- MASSAGE

TABLE FOR ONE

LMT
LOUIS ZAMORA
832.978.6161

Massage Therapy
In/Out Hotel
louiszamora@acl.com

MASSAGE = Therapeutic * Relaxing » Ron
Howell, Registered Massage Therapist =
In or Qut Calls » 7 Days » Noon-Midnight =
T13/225-0231.

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Tall,
muscular, masculing, State Licensed, AMTA
Certified. 13 yrs experience. Incredible, full
body, high energy, lotal release massage.
Innerloop. $75Mhr. Mike 713/963-9603,

BODYWORK
BY DAN-HANDS
On Massage-Swedish
DeepTissue-Masculine
Private-Discreet
Montrose Location-In/Out
9am to 10pm-713/857-1009.

BESIMESSAGE THERAPIST ™ |
200742006 i

- MASSAGE

Ken Claude, LMT "
113.240.9598 ;

Reward Yourself

| A NICE TOUCH, RELAX-
ATION OF BODY AND
MIND BY

LEE

[essentiai

5

20% off
first visit
with this ad

Alan Davidson
31+ yrs experence

Dave's Hands
Know More Than He Does
Swedish » Polanty * Shiatsu
Habio Pienso y Hago Con Mis Manos

832/443-2229

in Massage
eep Tissue

DEEP TISSLE » SWeDIsH

Mast_'-,at_,E' THErapy

ROBERT rMT
[?13] 824-6230

WWW, l‘wlnplx com/robert

HEALING HANDS. Caring & healing hands
with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Balanc-
ing your life by restoring flow & energy, Peace-
ful, relaxing & rejuvenating for total health
Professional massage calls only. RMT#2233
Howard Kanelakos 713/528-6174,

* MASSAGE

» Aelaxation » Sports
* Deep Tissue

§
832/433.3660
| Gift Certificotes Aval
|Insurance Blecepted
| Montrosefocation,

ff;e’a-(( & ’r.-"p,-.x.r 3
“In The Heights"”
Matunty and expesience, Great rates, Relaang,
Merapeutic massage in prvate studo in the
Heights. 10 am - 9 pm weekdays and
weekends 12-10 pm. Call for appointment
Byron 713/202-0786. Visit my website &l
www. classicmassage.com  Four hands

available.

Blue Diamond Health Care
Deep Tissue Massage

8 am - 1 pm Early Bird

Special $45 per hour

* PET SERVICES

PET SITTING in your home, "Pets like be-
ing at homa, even when you can't be there)
Soring special for new clients only: $10 off
pet sefting. Serving the Houston area since
1995. Loyal 713/842-8816 or 7137056125

= PEYT SERVICES

Who's watching

the kids when
you're away?

Pet Sitting 9

IN THE HEIGHTS

Experienced » Bonded » Professional « References
Competitive Rates: $24/day or $12 per visit.
Special 25% Cash, or New Client Discount!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

Volunteers Needed!
*» Dog Walking * Pet Food Delivery
* Vet Transportation

pet patrol(Z

A volunteer organization helping limited
income elderly & those facing life chal
enging ilinesses care for their pels
thepetpatrol.org

tact Ryan Johnson

ar o0

ryblairfjohnson @yahoo.com

THE SECRET'S OUT!

Oak Forest. Beautiful p

calling Forrest Lake home! www.forrestiake
com

. II[MI]I]E[IHG!HEI‘HIIIS

NO JOB FREE
ESTIMATES

MANSCAPING IN MONTROSE. Body Wax-
ing and Gropoming Services. For Men Only,
Same Private Location for B years, Rates

713/520-5052

ents. Dale at

= SERVICES

Houston B
713.225.5500

FREE code 4443
CALL NOwW!

For other cilies call g 4

ﬂog;l‘;lntis.com

Thlngs in Llfe
You Can Trust:

QutSmart’s

Circulation

Numbers!

ALIDIT CIRCULATION

www . verifiedaudit.com
An ad placed in OutSmart maga-
zine reaches loyal, interested
readers. QutSmart's circulation
figures are audited independently
by Verified Audit Circulation, your
guarantee of an accurate count.
Insist on Audited
Circulations like OutSmart.
For advertising information
call 713/520-7237.

MARKETPLACE AD RATES

6 per

Marketplace 1 Month 3 Month
Color Boxed Ad pe i $68 §64
B/W Boxed Ad per ven 551 S4R
30-Word Line Ad $36 $33

Markatplace Classifieds are per column inch, Column inch width Is 1,688, Word line ads are
30 words or less, plus §1 per additional word and 50 cents for all words in bold. Add additional
sue 1o have your classified ad appear on our websile. Ads can also be placed on our
secure website at www.OutSmartMagazine.com,

6 Month 12 Month

$50 $55
$46 $43
$30 $28

Deadline: April 15 for the May 08 lssue. Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX, or Discover,
Or FAX it 713/522-3275. Scity, we do not bill. Mail ad & payment to: QutSmart 3406 Audubon,
Houston, TX 77006-4412. For more information, call 713/520-7237.
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APRIL 2008 FOR ADVERTISING INFO CALL 713/520-7237.

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT

Show your OutSmart Pride Card and get special discounts, free
admissions, and exclusive offers from OutSmart advertisers!
(Look for the 2 pride card and merchant offer)

— ACCOMMODATIONS
Sand'N Sea Pirates Beach
SANENSEE BN ot vmsm i 4097372556

The Victarian Gondo/Hotel
G300 Seawall/Galveston............... BODV231-6363

ADULT WEBSITES
manhuntnet
manhunt.ne..

hD\I‘E HTISING!M&HKE!‘ING
Gay and Lesbian Yellow Pages

EPAH Executive and Professional Assoc, of Hou
........ SO ]
Ga‘y !. Lssumn Gnmrmnny Center
3400 Montrose......._.
Houstan Area Baarsmamm 9
BearWatch, net

.. TH3/524-3818

Houston Buyer's Club
3224 Yoakum :
Houston Pride Band

houstonprideband. org

7T13/520-5288

T13/862-9491

1712 Mantrose Sivd . T13/942-0084 Planned Parenthood 3
Gay and Lesbian Rainbow Pages PPROUSION.OMG ... coersemrrreescrrreres . T13B31-6559
e 28 WIIF-G7T8 ~ GOMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES
= Copy.com
3306 Audubon Ehace . DISH-TZ3 §o01.F WasHBimer ... 713/528-1201
AIR GUNDITIU NIN GJ’HEATI!‘IG PC Home Teeh
'Fa}aa. T R | pehometech.com ... BA2/4D6-0248
ASTROLOGER CUSTOM CAKES
Lilly Roddy Astrology Who Made The Cake
E whomadethacake com 713/528-4719

T ol eeee ] 1 B20-5842
10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL READINGS.

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
James J, Bumnett, Attorney
14090 Soutwest Fwy, Ste 300 ....... 281/201-9116
Law Offices of Jimmy Doan, Attormey
One Greanway Plaza, Suite 100 . 713/600-4747
Law Office of Griffin 0. Vance
griffin@gdviaw.com T13/084-7538
Simameauy, Frye and Thomason PLLC
wwwe sftiawfinm.com T137227-117
Phillip N. Slaughter, Attorney at Law
A20 Richmond.
Dwane L Todd, Attorney ot Law
dwanatoddéyahoo com .
Vethan Waldrop, PLLG

T13/533-0008

713/965-06548

et law com . T13/526-2222
_AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

Autohaus K&H

2815 San Jecinto i . T13658-330G

Maontrose Gar Care Center

3807 Montrose... Rty 713/524-2109

Tech Auto Maintenance
37 Waugh Drive. T13/863-8244

AUTCIMDTWIlEl SALES

Advantage BNIW/ Midtown
2107 San Jacinto & Gray. TV 32891200

Bentley of Howston

1530 West Loop South
Mercedes Benz Of Greenway
3800 5W Frw Dilmen @ B32/818-6677
Mamentum Volkswagen

2405 Richmaond..

Planet Ford 20403 1-45 North
Rixdy Gonzalez/Service

Scott Sprouse/Sales

Sand Dollar AutoPlex/ John Nagy

BBA/237-3905

T13/586-3300

BBA251-0135
281/465 3804

8020 Broadway, Galveston A0/ T44-5711
Saturn of Houston

NOUStONSATATLCOM ... oo, 1-800-4-5ATURN
Star Motor Cars/Mercedes-Benz/Rick Benson
TO00 KBEY RA,..iov s sierass sios 11 BEE-G79
Sterling McCall Acura/Darrell Lowe

10455 Southwest FOwy. oo a2 8 1/935-5335
Volve of Clear Lake

Gull Freeway & NASA.. 1-800-NEW-VOLVO

CABLE /SATELLITE TV SALES/SERVICE

GAF Not Services

paifnetsendces.com ..., T13/956-0140

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS/TEMPLES
Bering Memorial
1440 Harold . T13/526-1017
Greative Life Spirftual Genter
5326 Spring-Stuebner 281/350-5187
Resurraction MGG
2025 W 11th &t 2 i, 4 1O/061-0148
St Paul's United Mathodist Church
5501 Main.......... ... [13/528-0527

o ELE#NING SEH'J'ICES
Pe!facunn I"!us Smiee

- T13/664-8811
CLOTHING

MaleUWear
415 Westhalmer ... T13/527-8499
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Art Institute of Houston

100 Yorkbown ..o 713/623-2040

EDUCATION

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE

anitabump.com

WL, S T e anitabump.com
Broadway Across America
broadwayHCrosSamearice com
Escapes! Second Home Expo
ESCAPBSERDO.COM, 100, i

713/625-3700

George

617 Fairview sk ssbissrsrisanbasaed LOMSEE~0 102
Houston Grand Opera

housion randopera. ong e 1 1AM Z28-0PERA
Housion Symphony

houstonsymphany.ong T13/224-7575
JR's/Santa Fe

208 Pacific Nas521-2519
Live Kation

livenation com 713/625-3700
Meteor

230608 Genesee 715210123
Montrose Mining Company

BO5 Pacific..... y TT3/529-7488
Museum of Fine Arts nmswn
1001 Bissannet

Ranch Hill Saloon

24704 |-45 North, Spring

.miah.org

28172989035

South Beach

810 Pacific Strest T13/528-7623
Theatre Under The Stars

tls.com.... 7113/558-TUTS

“FINANCIAL SERVIGES
Citigroup Smith Barnay/Rick Mokson

5555 San Felipe, Ste 1625 ... T14/821-3061
GLBTefile

S SRR glbtefile.com
Green/White Advisors

225 N. Loop West, Ste, 1030.........713/860-1144
Shockley Tax Advisors

2408 Commerca 5t - T 13/236-1040
UBS/Grace 5. Yung

grace. yung@ubs.com

UBS/ Jacqueline M. Jacobsen

jacqueling jacobsen@ubs.com ......51 2479

T 1306540260

FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS

Club Houston, The
2205 Fannin

Crew Health & Fitness
AB26 Washinghomn ... iiseeisinns T13/B02-CREW
Hardeore Pilates/Wayne Davis
3701 Kirby 7436

Houston Gym

1501 Durham .o onecisnens T13/880-9191
The Coach Kimmia Spms Slndlﬁmimhudy Marler

- theclubs. com

BO2/338-8081

1210 W Clay, Ste 4 L B32M43-ATT
Muscle Mechanics/ John Aaron

3334 Edioe........ . 7T13/963-0809
TRK Fitness/Steve

4676 Beechnul... T1A/BET-T0T2

GARDEN/NURSERY SUPPLY

Buchanan's Native Plants

611 E11th 5t L F13/867-5702

GROCERIES
Kroger
3300 Montrase... . T 1AB2E-7865
"HAIR/NAIL/SALONS
NU-Cults Hair Salon
515 Westheimer..........ocins 713/524-7858
‘White Salon
320 West Gray T14/524-T100

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC

Chimney Rock Chiropractic/Art Keller, 0.G.

3037 Chimney Rock TIATB1-3344
Kirtry Health&wWeliness Center/Kennoth W. Lester
3930 Kirby Dr., Ste. 108 T13/526-5252
Menard Chiropractic/Byron K. Menard, 0.C.

3400 Montroge, Ste 550 T13/526-5959

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY

Bering Support Network
1440 Harold ..

Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP

befingsupportnetwark.org

1006 Missouri .. « 1 VH527-0000
Shary Davis, Mﬁ. LHR LMFT
8837 Dunlap TV 774-2626

D, “Woodja" Flanigan, MS, LPA

2600 Southwest Fwy, Ste 409 713/589-0804
Daniel R, Garza, MD
2990 Richmond, Ste 428 ... .. 2B1/610-8190

David Genac, PhD
1712 Fainviow
Enod Gray, LMSW- M:PC Ht., CSAT
4200 Mantrose
Steve Metton, MS, LPC, LMFT
4200 Montrose, Ste 540
Denise 0'Doberty
3730 Kirty, Ste 910... .
Hobert Sneligrove, LMSW .H.:l’
4200 Montrose, Ste 540.. e VI/522-T01 4
0. Scati Stanley, MS, H_MF'I'-LPG
1458 Campbell, Ste 2504
Jeft Wanmice, PhO

1415 N Loop West. Ste 780 . LT13/426-4455

713/898-3769

T13522-7014

713/560-6496

T13/524-3525

281/960-39

Eye Elegance

3960 Weathelmer ..o T13/622-4411

Eye o Eye/Dr Lisa Woo, 0.0,

432 West 15t .1 13/864-0822

R.J. Cassidy

28900 Westheimer ..... 713/523-0682

Spectacles on Montrose

4317 Monlrose & 2....... T13/529-3937
HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS

DOetavio Barrios, MD

106 Westheimer, Ste A ... - T13/942-7546
Cosmetic Surgery Associates/Hector Viema, MD
www beauty-surgeon com 713/661-5255
Midtown Physicians, LTO. L L. P/FredWorthMDL.com
3306 Fanmin St e T 1A0522-1788
Pasha Sinus & Allergy Snoring & Sieep Center
Raza Pasha MD/breathefrealy.com 281/820-5558
Sugar Land Colon and Rectal Clinic
16659 SW Frwy/Sugar Land

UT West Loop Health Center

1776 Yorktown, Ste.150 . 713/572-8122

281277-2121

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE

Heights Massage & Day Spa
1145 Lawrence St
Realis Medical Spa
houstonareataser.com .. ...2B1/355-5282
Skin Renalssance Laser/Octavio Barrias, MO
106 Westhaimer, St A, ... T13/942-7546
__ HOMEBUILDERS
Clinton Prestige Homes
clintonprestige.com
Loyd Russel Homes
LoydHusselHomes. com F137203-3533
Marsa Aenovations and Custom Homes

e 13426-5721

LT 1AG18-1145

713/5808-3623

Oasis Intown
oagigintown.com ...
Reuther Homes
rEutherhomes,com ... ..
Savannah Home Builders
savannaningc.com ...
Urban Living
urbanfiving.com

« T13/242-T900
o7 VA266-4424
d 1345205585

- 113/866-7226

Bruce W. Smith, DDS

1006 Missour T13/528-4364
Cory Logan, DDS, PA

530 Waugh 7140428508
umsmrwn:my Mitchmaore, DDS

1722 W Alabarma 713/592-3300
MJones Dentistry

1343 W 43rd St T13/812-B080

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES/PRODUCTS
City of Houston/Medical Monitoring Project...hous
tontx govhealth/epidemiclogymmmp/ingex. itml
Huusmn Buyer's Club Nutritional Supplements

3224 Yoakum . T1A520-5288
Leg.aql Commumity I!aalm Services
215 Westhaimer
Mantross Counseling Center
407 Branard' ... et 1 N 520037

§13/830-3000

HEALTH CARE-MASSAGE THERAPIST

Alan Davidson, AMT/Essential Touch

7T13/942-0923
Avalon School of Massage
2990 Richmond, Ste 200...
Ken Clavde, RMT

T13/333-5250

L ilevire 713/240-3598
Larry Carter, LMT
larrycartarimt. massagetherapy com7 1 3/876-6899
Ryan Fugats, RMT
Ryanmassagewnrks.com
I!alghfs Massage & Day Spa

.- T13/269-7926

1145 Lawrence St. .. BA2/G18-1145
Ron Moss, RMT
. - . B32/433-3660
Da\nd Tn'h .I"ITT
1140 Smith 832/274-3853
Urban Kneads

2201 San Felipe.,...... L T13/520-4859)
Your Body In Hanmn]i.f.lumph Iluntn LMT
[frooreb? Eamail, com .. e T13/492-5300

HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Houston Eye Associates/Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101 T13/6EB-0118

HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS

Eye Contact

2055 Westheimer, Sulls 135..... . 713/520-6600

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Audio Video Designs
7300 Southwest Fay

TVATTE-A444

Cantoni

8889 Westheimer .......... snssossad TR

Chic Warehouse

727 Yale St. wd 130822-3392
Eclectic Home

345 W 158th T13/869-1414
IKEA

7810 Katy Frwvy .. T13/688-7867

Mitchell Gold + Bob Wilﬂl:lms
3303 Kartry Drive

Mol Fumniture & Design Center

2727 Southwest Frwy

Pride of Persia Rug, Ca.

1001 West Loop North 713/684-4653

'HOME REMODELING/CONSTRUCTION

Ad-Mar Remaodaling

B32/242-9470

1T 5200

SN L M et A B32/330-5566
Larry French Enterprises

WALt : T13/956-7733
Designer Bath and Kitchen
destgnerbath-kitchen com, 201/994-2000
Morse Renovations and Custom Homas
morserenovationsantcustmbomes.com
SpaceMan Home & Office

3556 West TC Jester 713/688-8808

— INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

David Lorms/Farmers

1244 Candelight Lang......... ... T13/688-B669
Rob Schmerer Insurance Agency/Farmers

Jason Garcia

B575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185, T13/661-7700
Rob Schmerier Insurance Agency/Farmers!

Rob Schmerier

G575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 TIA/B61-7700

JEWELERS

LW. Marks Jewelers
3841 Bellaire Blvd

T13/668-5000

LANDSCAPING/POOLS
RS Lanﬂs:apmg & [Iﬂslgl‘l. Ine.
AlslandsCaping. COM ... emceiiinis T13/957-0449

__PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES
Aussie Pel Mobile
aussispetmobile.com ... T1HBTA-T632
Mally's Mutt House
1726 W 23rd Gireed.. s T13/426-MUTT

Pet Sitting Service in the Heights ... 713/869-3698
Pets Are lan

petsarsinn.com.... 281/651-7387

Urbran Tails

1618 Webster... . 113/658-0000
— PHOTOGRAPHY/FILMING

Dalton DeHart Photograghy ... 713/622-2202

Varsity Productions / John Conroy

6217 Edloe...... W T 1S42-827T

Yvonne Feece lelngraplly
yvonnefeece.com ..

i PLUMBING

., B32M87E-1063

Larry French Enterprises .. TY3M56-7733
U-Plumb-it

1424 Montrose

Village Plumbing & Appliance
5403 Kirby T13/224-DRIPETAT)

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

113842-2277

Copy.com

1201-F Westheimer 1 131528-1201

PSYCHIC/INTUITIVE READERS

E Lilly Rndty Astrology
; 713/629-5842
10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL READINGS.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES—REALTORS

Melissa AndrewsTrend Setter Realty
TxHomeBuyersClub.com 281/541-3069
Tim Anthony/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heighis Blvd .
Bifl Baldwin/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Blvd

David Bowers/The House Company
david@davidbowers.com ...

Bob Beszhorn/Karen Darr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bhad .............

Cody Bowman/Keller Williams

832/722-5901

2B1/B50-6882

A400/THEI- 2800

2B1/650-2726

codybowman.com .. T13/621-8001
Tina Burgos

713/380-1608
Ftu:hard E:unnmllumarm Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Bivd ............cr.oeerr .- 2B1/222-8311
Bruce Chambers/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Blvd ... T13/822-1577
Terre Coffman/Coldwall Banker
1505 Helghts Bivd ... s T13/866-7805
Terry Coddington/Keller Williams
: 7 1/A30-0800
Mike Copenhaver/ReMax Metro
2626 Richmaond
Bob Den/Karen Derr & Assoc
1545 Heights Bivd
Karen Derr/Karen Dem & P.s.'.m:
1545 Heights Bivd _.
Allen Frieze/MeMax Metro
2626 Richmaond
Theresa Garza/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1545 Heights Bivd b {13/444-9099
Micky Harris/Hatmaker Group - GMAG
A09/502- 7642

T13/528-4953
T13/B75-7049
T13/862- 1600

B32-419-0969

Richard Hll'Keler Williams
550 Post Oak, Ste 350

David Hille/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1545 Heights Bl srreenrensrerreees F 105 1=1350
Bruce Hutmacher/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights BV, ..ot coers i vnenn 2B 121 B-0557
Jerry Jaggers/Karen Derr B Assoc,

1545 Heighls BIVd. .o 135N -7076
Clitford Johnson/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd. ... . T13/819-0519
Sue Johnson/Sand ‘N Sea Properties
4127 Pirates Baach 409/797-5561
Marty Justus/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1545 Helghts Bivd. .ocveriiern
Ronnie Kee/Prodential Gary Greene
NIV ING SO oo mrainone T13/557-4404
Wade Knight/Martha Turner
wadsknight. COm..... ..o s
Lynette Lew/Prudential Gary Greene
Iynettelew com. ..... h T13/582-2202
Rich Marfin/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Hetghts BIVD, ....coiinriinaies
Robert Martinez/Trend Setier Realty
TxHomeBuyersClub.com................ 432/419-0094
Ashton Martini/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1545 Heights Bivd, ....o....conieiisnnns

.. 713828-7866

713/539-T870

T13/520- 1981

713/668-9008

B32/8TE-THEG

Kirm McClure/Oakington Realty
550 Post Dak, Sta 470.....cciciances
Helen Michael/Coldwell Banker
2121 Sage Road, Suite 150........
Bryan Newman/Keller Williams

713/022-7737

o T13/B40-5018

AT PRt SR RS e (e 8t
Maura Nobile/Karen Derr & Assoc
1545 Heights Blvd B32/466-1429
Todd Partridge/Suzanne MMUn Properties
toddpartridge.con i T131824-5454
Rhonda Power/Karen Darr & Assoe.
1545 Heights Bivd. ...

Don Puryear/AeMax Matra
denpurysar@remas net . T13/302-6543
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Reattors

5023 Washington T13/868-7226
Heather Rayner/Karen Derr & Assoc,

1545 Helghts Bivd THBI5-4366
Claire Reiswerg/Sand'N Sea Pirates Beach
WWw.sandnsea.com...... . 4ONT37-2556
Lyssa Graham Reynolds/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd .-408/939-1251
Steve Rooke/Heritage Texas Properties

7 13/225-5565

713/875-7297

Tim Surratt/Greenwood King
tim_surratt@yahoo com....
Suzanne Anderson Properties
Andersonprops. com. .. T13/862-0000
Connke Taylorn Karen Derr & .l.ssnc
1545 Heights Bhvd F13408-9700
Sheree Thompson/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Blvd ... 113/204-4628
VI TramontesJoe Tramonte Realty
1802 Broadway, 122, Galveston. ... 409/765-9337
Brian Teichman/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Hesghts Bivd wsnene 11 30B58-4136
Roberta J. Wallem’i(a:m Derr & Assoc,

1545 Heights Bhed .. et 281 1222-4469
Tim Womble/Karen Derr & Assoc

45 Heights Bivd
Robert Zahn/Karen Derr & Assoc.
KarenDerr.Com. . ....... .o rimmerrreess 408/39-9237
Eenneth Zarella/Keller Williams

.- 713/942-6830

- T13/8189-8500

f13203-3533

Surprises Gifts

6100 Westheimer ..., T13/266-9400

Urban Soles Dutpost

506W 19th ... P 13BB0-1187
TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS
Premier Paging & Wireless

12220 Murphy Road, Statfoed .. 281/575-8500

CALL FOR PRIDE CARD SPECIALS
Telecom Wireless Services Inc
12320 BEHAITE ........rivesevrimmieirrers £81/568-6108

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Conclerge Travel, Ing
4920 Mimasa FamaE-2117
Gayribbean
gayribbeancnuises.com . BTI/560-B318
__ VIATICAL SETTLEMENTS
Viatical Benefits ..................... BO0V275-3000
BSITE DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT

Afomar/Anthony Bures T13/528-0404

Thank you for supporting OutSmart advertisers

Please he sure to tell them you saw their ad in OutSmart!

“REAL ESTATE-LENDERS

Cody Grizzottl/Prime Lending

B32/541-1103
Josa MeDonald Mortgage Corp/Jason Baca
2323 § Shepherd, 52 915 281 /6587220
Morigage Associates of Texas/John Frels
3303 Lousiana, Ste 220 713/524-1850

REAL ESTATE-TITLE COMPANIES

StarTex Title Company
3700 Buttaio Spdwy, Ste 400 ........

713/418-7000

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS _

1308 Gantina

1308 Montrose 713/807-8100

Bi's

2710 Montrose..... ’ oo 1137524 -44909

Daily Review

3412 West Lamar M3520-9217

Dessert Gallery

200 Kirtyy Dy L swsrrie I T3 faag

1616 Post Oak Bivd i T 1 S B22-000T
2260 Lone Star/Sugar Land 281/201-4900

El Tiempo Cantina

3130 Richmaond Awe T13/807-1600

5602 Washington Ave

The Field of Greens

2320W. Alzbama ...
Julia's Bistro

3722 Main Street

Laurier Cafe

3138 Richmont.. ..o i siemsreaiiin
Markst Cate

1528 Ave L Galveston .........cce..., 409/T63-4400
Ragin Cajun

WWW.TRGIN-Gajun. com

Rainbow Lodge

20171 Ela Boulevard ... ... eoevrees 713/8671-B666
Salud! Winery

3939 Montrose, Suite C........
Tilas Restaurant

1111 & Shepherd

713/681-3645
. 713/533-0029
713/807-0080

713/807-1632

Tia/5e2-8282

o V52 E-TES4

SPECIALTY RETAIL

Carmen's 24 Hrs Bouligue & Video
carmensboutiqus. com e 1 13789-1300
Exgeutive Adult DVD Superstore & Theater

14002 Northwest Fay ... T13462-5152
Hawthorne Street Collection
1017 Hawthorme

Hollywood Frame Gallery
2427 Bissonnet .

B32HA-4044

- 1/042-B885

OutSmart Is Expanding

Now accepting applications for:

Managing Editor
OutSmart is expanding and seeks

an experienced Managing Editor

with the spirit and drive to advance
our publications to the next level,
The Managing Editor has leadership
gualities and is highly skilled in
multi-tasking, prioritizing and creative
development. He/she communicates
effectively to achieve OutSmart
magazine's goals, cultivates positive
refationships and embraces diversity;
oversees freelance and in-house
editorial staff to produce high-quality
pubfications on schedule. The
Managing Editor ensures editorial
standards as well as deadlines are
met and is hands-on through all
phases of the editorial/production
process including planning publication
content and layout; assigning, editing
and fracking articles; writing articles
as necessary, approving final pages
and guality assurance of publication
prior to shipping to printer.

OUR MANAGING EDITOR WILL:
* Implement standards and policies
to ensure that the publication is
factually and grammatically correct;
maintain guality control for assigned
publications, supplements and other
special projects.

s Synchronize efforts of freelance and
other staff, set editorial schedule to
correlate with art/design production,
and coordinate article acquisition
Process.

o Establish and reinforce measurable
goals, identify and remove
obstacles, evaluate and monitor
progress, make adjustments as
needed.

* Facilitate article acquisition process
through reqular correspondence
with authors and others interested
in contributing articles, clarifying
publication policies, addressing

issues and coordinating schedules.

= Copyedit manuscripts; write editorl-
als, articles, and miscellaneous copy
as appropriate; in print and online
wiiting responsibilities are reguired.

= Train, coach, and provide feedback
lo freelance writers as well as
editorial staff members and actin a
management capacity

= Confer directly with publisher to
formulate publication strategies, plan
production, develop budgets; discuss
topics for self-generated articles
and ofher projects; and brainstorm
business development opportunities,
Attend events and represent OutSmart
magazine within the community.

REQUIRED:

= Degree in Journalism, English,
Communications or other relevant
field or commensurate experience.

*» Five+ years of relevant journalism/
writing experience.

* Demonstrated organizational and
project management skills, including
the ability to work in a deadline-
oriented environment

= Demonstrated competency in use
of editing and proofreading skills to
resolve stylistic, grammatical, and
form of written material.

= Proficiency with desktop publishing
word processing software and
knowledgeable in effective use of
graphic design.

= Excellent written and oral
communications skills.

= Seli-motivated and able to work
independently and with minimal
direction.

* Website content development
experience preferred.

Email résume plus
writing clips to
greg@outsmartmagazine.com
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HOUSTON

LA ACADEMIA
Cine of this soultwest soisa club’s bigoest drows (offer
thon welcoming pafrons |8 and up) 1s Throb Fridays,
helmed by 0J Rocky B. taltrocts some of he coliens-
ast women in fown, BB20 8 Gesener » 713/334-
5422 & www, myspace comAoocamdanmiociut

BARTINI
This club mear fhe Westheimer curve now leatures o
sscond Iodies’ nighis. Passionale Sundoys on The
sacond and fourth Sunday, in addition fo he Exqut
site Wadnesdays fodies’ night. 1318 Westhaimar ¢
713/626-2271

BELLA AIDA GARDENS
Lody Barbaora ond MG Zip (of Barfini lame) nos! Trug
Unity parties in s soultrwes! Houslon club avery
Soturday night for “everyone (n Me commumily. ™ fhe
WINTIEN Say. “We welcome leshlans, goys, ansgen
ders, ond bisexuals of all athic bockgroonds,” 9371
Richmond = B32/230-3738

BLUR

This multi-level dance ciub leotures on upsiairs
Iounge, balconies, and exponsivi 0, Wednasday
I lodies night ond Thursdoy s coflege night. No
covar Friday fnrough Sunday. 710 Pacific = www
Diurtar com

BOCADOS
Eoch Wednesday, wormen pack this Mescan restou
rant for doneing and sociolizing preceded by open
miC sessi0ns on |as! Wadnesdoys, 7-8 pm. Sunday
brunch shoris ot 11 am and lasts 13 pm. 1312°W
Alobama = 713/623-6230

BOOM BOOM ROOM
Managarichet Kot Mims soys business al this new
Haighis -oneq lounge is going greal (even booming?)
but “someing was missing.” S0 Mey Inoduced
Night™ on Tuesdays. with drink speciols and lasly
58 Yole = 713/868-3740
BRAZOS RIVER BD'ITDM
Tha BRE, Houston®

.5

dams e 71 .i.rb?s 919.’

CHANCES/THE NEW BARN/G-SPOT
Houston lesbians ond faosa who love fhem enjoy
fhwee separaie clubs under one roal, sattsfying Mheir
C&W, urbon donge, and livé chick-music needs
Liost year's fire resulled (n hol upgrodes. including
expanced and mecvoled Dors, mlipks aoen SCIRens,
IJJII:_‘.IEHE segfing, and more. 1100 Westheimer »
T13M23-7217 = www.chonceshar com

CLUB 2020
Locoted downtown neor the Toyolo Cenler, fhis
plush donce-ond-more nighclub B a natural
for oprés Comaets gomes. 15 6,400 square feat
pifer theater-sized viewing screens and VIP
rooms. 2020 Leslond » T13/227-0667 = www
club2020nhouston com

CLUB CRYSTAL
If you miss the now-closed Inergy, you'll ind maormy of
its former sioff, manogement and décor of this hwo
resamn Lotinghip- hon club. Sundoy evaning drog shows
fue the roos!, BEE0 Soulfnes! Friv, olorodo
www crystalineciub com = 713-278-2582

THEBAR

Rusty Young
WHERE:
Decodes,

1206 Richmond,
713/521-2224

CLUB EDEN
Finally, 0 GLET-triendly 60sis betws
Galveston. Locabed i fhe Web

ul

Ic-\.mmer.mh‘mwhfr-n drink spe
Fden donoers, 20701 Gull Frwy = 28

COUSINS
Dy fans frawg
s comipy
Sunday.

DEAN'S CREDIT CLOTHING

Dprormioter Grocie Chavez presents Les Femmes de i

Meil, e moninly women's Dimusic night, She reports

ks 0 rowing confingent of quee ol

Y227-3326 (Deons), 713

® W ITTYSRO0E COMm ek

DECADES
cosual neal (
crowd of reguiars. It hasts o Mo OLTTHITTEN
and Wednesday dort lournament ond offers free pool
on Sundays. 1205 Richmond = 713/521-2224
EFs

hborhood bor alr

i :
Jky {0

et o he westsen front of Monirose, Ed's
the chom of o eclorful, local mr.lerI Frag
shows. Including communily b

urdoy spot hos @ 15641, wideo screen, dance floor,
pool fables. DJ Kenny Jommz hosts karooks

The upstolrs martini bor afies o quist eieat, 2617
Rolph = 713/527-0071 = www.gjsbor.com. and
night on Wednesday
T13/666-7472

MARY'S, NATURALLY
Thie ociast goy club in Howsion. (his is o legendary
nightspot, Ihough not os 1 doys post
Many's hasts many comer a15, Including
the irmperial Court of Ho Jukebox Wadnesdaoys
GEORGE evant. 1022 Westhaime /527 -D6ED.
Regulars rule af this comtoroble neighborhood METEOR
sports bar, [ust ke most nm neighbomood spors This: posh yet comiy Jok
bars n fown. But George's oecosional banefl diag ot M“”I”I% nd,‘ i
tha sp

5742 Chimney Rock =
GUAVA LAMP
The club st Shepherd Plozo ond recpened wilh
o |r|;qr~r spoca near Allen Porkwoy. Guave Lomp
Harook ||5_1| 15 on Sundoy ond Wednesoay
,IIII ur buflet on Friday. 570

Wough = H.uh?ﬂ :

me an he cowniown aage
11 o the glee of the moadin
ubda-roomed b

iosma video

Include e oddit
sofeens and o new ¢

WHAT'S U e
Darts and pool ;
fsumaments, oS

Tod Dvorek s
sspe » T13/621-0123 » www

MICHAEL'S DUTPOST
This nedghbostood hondout hos become a sing-olong
piana bor. & reguior roster of keyboardists, i

well os karooks,
rule, aspecially
on Wednesdoys,
ot this friendly e
Mghm bar x Every ‘Wadnesday night, the guys end gals pock fis
an ﬂ‘U} edge Of “‘P; ) Vignarm rani o enjoy the marfini specials
Musaum District ] 1201 Wesiteima: #B = 713/524-5664
MONTROSE MINING COMPANY

Shudly rmalie doncars bump and wi every nighl al
nafive inis lsotherdenim spol The fw potio bar
piovides a perch for viewing he Pocilic
805 Pacific s 713/628-7488

shows maka i o campy al
Sports Saturdoys shar . with
fo: aak Might is Sunday, 3

poal

Fainview = 7 13/528-8102 ORBIT 1
HOUSTON MOSAIC/ROCBAR :.';"étl“:l\ night & “famidy nig

Thit bays meal on Sundo

Sirest,
o8 loofic
walehing, Ocoosic
IITILEI Y
ngsaichl.com

sel-Ups fo

i paogle
THE PEACOCK IN

bor and olhes
. WA

course, in oddition o
4 Crockar St

. 0% Wi
808 Poc

10WS LN
| tobles. gogo
S e T13/521-2
vanue

o

MANGO VIDED LOUNGE
Locoted naxt fo Club |

RANCH HILL SALOON

Home or THE COLDEST Bliﬂlg!ﬂ THE WARMEST WELCOME

STOREFRONT

JOIN US 0N THE NORTH SIDE

DALY DRINK SPeciALS - THURS. KARAOKE W/HEATHER Mook
WWW.RANCHHILL.COM WWW.MYSPACE.COM/ THERANCHHILLSALOON

| 281-298-90 1-45K, SPRING 71386

2306-06 Genesee

"~ Friday, April 11" ™
America’s Hottest Fashion Designer

* ANDREW CHRISTIAN APPEARING LIVE

Spring/Summer 2008 Underwear Fashion Show

Canglpor

| (713) 521-0123

Would your business like to profit from this space?

nthly Gay & Lesbian Spending Patterns
= Dines Out 45 times per week = Attends Live Performances
2-3 times per month + Goes to a Club or Bar 2 times a week

(Dt
Call 713.520.7237
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Gorgeous: woman, no cover. 2010 McKinney fve 7133440305
WA ITIYSPOGE comépLIrpashan

RAINBOW ROOM
Every Thursday, Haother Moon hosts karaoke of this nodh Hoostan olud
D Kanny suppdies mosic on Frdoy ond Sohadoy. 527 Bamen Springs =
2B1/ET2-0215 = www tharainbowroombar.com

RIPCORD
Nomed best ploce ta show ofl your jealher in fhe 2005 Goyest & Greolest
poll. The Black Hawk Leather shop s ocatad inside the club. Another big
r]'v 5 the Houston Big Man's Clu weekly hambunger BEQ fundroisar
7156 Foinview = 713/521-2792 = www theripeord. eom

THE 611
This nesghbarhonod club & o poplor qpol with pool shorks. On Fricay
and ¥ 611 dishes nrers. Faaturas includa o
pardan-shyle patio. 611 Hyde Park « 712/528-7070

SOCIAL ROOM

Mednesdoys and Sund ip -‘»op soul, and pop
Mednesdays 7 pm; womiesn getin
free 1l 9 pm. Live music with no cover, Sundays. 1417 Wasihaimer

SOUTH BEACH

T bty ailsis ¢
i # 713/529.-5

Mqum

soUthbanchithanaghiciud com

TONY'S CORMNER POCKET

at 11 om. 817 W

This vew Incation, appenls 10 fens of Loting music and drag

womio = 713/681-47104

BT gift-grving ree
e dancs f

Galveston

3RD CGAS‘I' BEACH BAR

W, wifh

GROOVE
ncaled inf

i S r|.|1r"" f
Avanue Q (ol 251 = 40

THE TREMONT HOI..ISE

Beaumont

ub has

ke Nommig

Univarsity sh Is, fhis fwo-skory o
shoge

vy, 304 Orfeans « 409

Desmond green w

Bryan/College Station

HALO VIDEO BAR
The only GLBT dance cl

b in Bryan/College stofion, this "I'T!l\ 5.p-'-1 15

N e I"ItJ

Send barfclub news To
clubguide®@outsmartmagazine.com.

Jha leader in whitening

Experience a Beautiful Tomorrow...TODAY!

OGAN

D.D.5., P.A.
DOSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

& Voted as one of Houston's

Tor DENTISTS
2004 - 2008
M Texis M

ONE oF THE Best Dentists
OutSmart Readers’ Choice
Awards 2006 « 2007

530 Waugh Dr.
Houston TX 77019

713.942.8598

www.corylogandds.com

I':l pEH BECENCS

g

L L B

THE PARROT

d by N Cizy Vellow P
= Prices OFC
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by Lilly Roddy

his month is very busy as it opens, but not
always a good busy. At least all of the inner
planets are direct, which means you don't
have to constantly redo or rethink your decisions.
Muost of the planets are in cardinal signs Aries,
Cancer, Libra, and Capricorn, causing us to be
direct, a bit impatient, and maybe moving faster
good for us. * Particularly tense days

than wha

are the 2nd, 3rd, 6th, 10th, 22nd, 23rd, 24th, and

the 29th. Count to 10 a lot on the

remember t

days, and
nin his or
her own ego needs days are the 14th,
16th, 18th, 20th, 21st, 2bth, 27th, and 28th, =
The Sun enters the sign of Taurus on the 19th,
Mercury enters Aries on the 2nd, Venus enters
Aries on the 6th, and the rest of the planets re-
main in the signs they in. Mars is in Can
Ju rand Pluto in Cap Saturn in Virgo
Uranus in Pisces, and Neptune in Aquarius.

at ev

corn,

TAURUS (April :!'\]“lﬂ';[:\-' 20). This is a month

eat for the bulls,

t and re

commitments man:

of re

your
can be a very good month to spend time with
close friends, whether business associales

or personal re

hips. You are in a relaxed

and entertaining mode but are simultaneously

still extra-sensitive; rude and off

sive people

uncator

t you off n

ove atter tr ris still a bit

GEMINI

activity in the career

feel a bit trapped

that, yo

tivity

and secial inter inate the better part of
the rest of the month. This

mak

nth to

15 a good m

ew friends and br

some new, exciting

wple into your life. As the month ends, pay

antion 1 ir finances and d

more

avoiag sper

CANCER (Jur

were bus

3 22-July 22). If you thought you

ore

0 take cf arge of a situat

promotion in your future. You are particularly vis
nd you, and they are watching
sorls of reasons. You may be more
but a little exercise really helps
nsion. Relations are improving,
ake some time for courtship
and reinitiating your relationship the we
20th through the 26th. If you are single, get out
there—you are a sexual magnet!

to relieve tha
but you may want tc

k of the

LEO (July 23-August 22). You certainly are
feeling playful as the m 1 opens; consider
> away from your routines. If
you can't do that, make sure that you keep your
work schedule light. This is also a good time for
mind expansion, whether by traveling or taking
me cla ither mode provides you with a

taking some tin

128 APRIL2008  OutSn

1don't hay
eir drama. Expect relation-
zlves by the end

e

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-Decem
Career and creativity are mixed
month to the point where you are either making
a commitment to your career, or inding a new
er to commit to. In either case
you want to be stimulated more by this external

y attached to
a little

career altoget

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Happy Birth
day to all the Rams and Ewes. During this |

choice. And why not? You are ve

time it is perfectly OK that you are at the
top of all agendas. Make sure that you cre
ate some time to review the past and set
some new plans for your upcoming next
year, This is an especially active and busy
time for you, causing many of you to feel
overcommitted in most every area of your
life. Home and work are demanding most
of your time, with home and family matters
mare volatile than normal. Keep youreyes |2
open on the 2nd and 3rd, as well as on
the 5th and 6th.

Mmay ex

1ay be their pr

CAPRICORN (December
nth 15 on ¢

It's time

ampnasis s

and family in o

v 1o qive

ang you are re

the cleanout inspires you to de

larger view of the world. By mid-month you are
ready to get back to your career. This is a time

of some recognihon for you. Be prepared to

entertaining as well. Family issues a

nonth, but you are ready to deal

take on s

me extra responsibility; it serves you et them out of the way. Career

well in the future positive, and you are having

you have v

that y
page. C
I.‘ukmg some time off. You may not want to, but

t may really improve your

ound

and for tho

iboul how you present

el e
, dna ne

you to not take yourself so serious y your s¢ ecause some people

halleng matter

LIBRA (September ! O
yng month for relations
you are likely examining the s

your partner, whether

PISCES (Fe

QINS W E

with o

2 to look for
y fime of truth
but make
you are

not in a relationship, get out the
someone o connect with. This 1s
with just about everyone in your li
sure that you are clear about work be
“truthful” there. Otherwise, you may be stirring up
things that you later wish you

E

5 year or you won't keep them in your

1ad just let pass.

f-worth and money become major issu

SCORPIO (Cctober 24-November 21). This
month you are getting your workspace and your
home space cleaned up and organized. You
have been wanting to hang out at home more
anyway, and this is about making it more livak
You are also ready to take better ca
health, pa Ing more attention to exercise and
nurturing yourself. You may also find yourself giv-
ing advice and being very supportive of friends.

as the month progre You are getting a lot of

support from friends and even from yaur children,
if you have children. By month’s end, you are

communicating more clearly than ever.

re of your

¥ S annual

LiarY ISSLt

20 A8 NEVy

COm

Hot beats in
a heartbeat.

Hold your favorite hits in your hand and
get super fast .99 downloads right to your
phone. That's music at SprintSpeed.™

59999

uer »ir by Samsung®
= Sprint Power Vision™ enabled

> Dual-face design, music player and phone ! 4
> Sprint Music Store™ enabled

—

o ]

Sprint® Power Pack Flans

450 Anytime Miny

THANK YOU OutSmart

readers for voting us one of the
Best Cell Phone Providers!

Lea Bogle
President, Premier Wireless

SAWSUNG

281-575-8500
PREMIER WIRELESS

12220 MURPHY ROAD

FREE DELIVERY!

Employees from thousands of organizations enfoy
monthly discounts on Sprint service plans.

Where do you work?

Sprint Authorized Representative

+

Phone
Repair
Center

“Monthly charges exclude taxes, Sprint Surchargesa [incl. USF charge of up to 11.4% (varies quarterly), Administrative Charge (50.75/line/ma.),
Regulatory Charge {$0.20/line/mo.) & state/local fees by areal. Sprint Surcharges are not taxes or gov'i-required charges and are subject to change.

: Sprint.com//taxesan

715 act
Power Pack Pla =] } u (a4l Jig
ped as full min. & 5| i e ] Hile 1 o Mol

gh WaICEma i masis., othe rect methods: or while mar
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OUT IN HOUSTON

1 Dwane Todd sports a bit o' blamey bling at Montrose Gounsel
ing Genter's Bringing In the Green fundraiser, held March 14 at the home
of John Daniglsan HII,

2 Jeremy Kizer(l7), Raymond Williams, ini Cay
Tow camp it up at Bayou City Parforming Arts' “Just An Auction” held
March 6 at tha Alley Theatra

3 Kathy Prado (1), Salud! Winery owner Brad Odom, and
Mary Hunsacker ai a Pride 1appy hour held March 12
al Salud! Winery.

& Nearly 40 wome for some friendly competition al a social
gvent for single les ed by Garol Wyatt (). Mary
Jean Tiernan, and Angela Taylor (nof pictured) on March 8, The
pvent, held at the 0 me, included
an “Dlympic Pro -

is Glub

9 leffrey Chen (1), lerry Simoneaux. Patricia
Cantu, Phyllis Frye, Martin Daraz, and Ed Cruz at 3
o by § aux, Frye, and

ers' 2008 softball tournament,

The HOUSTON GLBT COMMUNITY CENTER

presents A French-inspired Theme Event...

Event
Performances
Featuring:

Anita Bump
(Emcee)
Bernadette

Jenna Drey
Eric Alan

XM Radio’s
D] Mark D

Fashion Show

M2M
Style Lounge

TICKETS are

100% tax deductible

2 Pre-Event Sale
General Admission
(complimentary well drinks) $25 at Door

VIP PACKAGES
AVAILABLE

Purchase your tickets
at these locations:

M2M Style Lounge
Outsmart Magazine

Plus, Friday nights 9-11pm
at BLUR during our weekly
pre-event terrace parties

Tickets can also
be purchased online:

i houstongibtcommunitycenter.org
Co-Chairs: anitabump.com

Tom Baker é' For more info visit:
m Marc Gareia myspace.com/agardenparty

Special thanks to our official media sponsor

(QutvSmart

FARS FPAgLTinG

2401 San Jacinto
richshouston.com




d PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 11TH ANNUAL HRC HOUSTONDINNER

Saturday, April 12, 2008 | Hilton Americas

1600 Lamar St, Houston, TX
6:00 pm Reception & Silent Auction | 7:30 pm Program | 10:00 pm After Party

2008 Honorary Co-Chairs
Neal Manne & Nancy McGregor Manne

2008 Dinner Tri-Chairs
Bridgette Chambers, lan Eastveld, Michael Pearce

Corporate Equality Award
Waste Management, Inc.

PROGRAM TO INCLUDE

HRC Speaker Keynote Speaker Emcee
Joe Solmonese, President Judy Shepard Ross Mathews
Human Rights Campaign Matthew Shepard Foundation “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno"

Live Performance by Kelly King
TO PURCHASE TICKETS, PLEASE VISIT WWW.BOXOFFICETICKETS.COM/HRC OR CALL 800.494.TIXS
Questions? Contact galainfo@hrchouston.org or visit www.HRC.org/Houston

GOLD SUSTAINING SUPPORTING GALA ¢ PLATINUM [N-¥ 0N SOk DIAMOND

M Mesron  [TTTED

Ol Corparation 1ENal FeaFtRT Y NS =AlisualMedia
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