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4th Annual

A CELEBRATION OF HISTORIC GALVESTON'S ARCHITECTURAL TREASURES
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturdays & Sundays * May 3, 4, 10 & 11, 2008
Special Events Include:
ASID Spring Designer Showhouse: GHF's 1839 Samuel May Williams House
First Impressions Preview Evening Tour ® Moonlight and Martinis Party
Mother's Day Brunch * Guided Architectural Motor Coach and Walking Tours

History Redesigned Luncheon and Behind the Scenes Tour

Tickets: www.galvestonhistory.org or & 1-877-77CLICK
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713.868.7226
www.UrbanLiving.com

/m Our showroom is open 7 days a week.

10am-7 pm or call for an appointment.

Www.urban Inc, TREC Broker# 476135




Relax In Galveston !
Stunning beach-side home w/
water views, greal outdoor
spaces on all levels,
entertainer's kit.. large closets
& room for everyone!
$610,000

Gorgeous—2 acre spread in-
side HWY 6 has mid-century
mod home with many newer
items, 5-car parage, office,
hLll'ﬂ_ '-[IIIIIIIII; ]Tl('h'.ﬂ 5 ,,Ll!'I_Ll
horses are allowed! $585.000

Extraordinary! 3-car garage,

§ prime location on proposed
1]\.\:h|\.-.|.. v =
NiKe & DIKE rail, com b mie
rior, romantic master suite
plus quar- = =

[CTS.

§£519.000

Karen Derr
Broker
713-875-7050

Beautiful Italianate—2 tier
w/ balconies & slated tront
porch, flagstone front stairs
& walkway. Spacious rooms
w/common hallway on 1st
floor. $ 874.900

New French Italianate! Ma-

| hogany entry, stunning view of S

custom staircase from foyer,
Granite and marble countertops
on all surfaces, alley accessed
garage. $884.900

| A modern masterpiece! Newer
'H close-in, floor to ceiling
glass-tile fireplace, great balco-
nies and contemporary features
throughout that will inspire.
$349.000

Margot Perez
Senior Realtor Executive
713-870-1840

Modern Gem! Exquisite |
home w/10' Ceilings,
hardwoods, large living
room with fire place,
huge kitchen, granite
counters, built-ins, 3rd
floor game room, zoned
centrals &
more.
$379.900

Bob Beszborn
Independent Realtor Executive
281-650-2726

Luxury Suites - Master
sutte w/2 sinks, whirlpool
tub and separate shower w/2
walk ins. Leaded glass
mahogany entry, plantation

' shutters, 4 or 5 bedrooms all

w/walk in

closets.

$262.000

Clayton Morgan
Independent Realtor Executive
713-447-6659

Downtown View! Granite
countertops, crown mold-
ing, hardwood floors, bal-
conies, fenced yard, master
has spa bath w/cormner
whirlpool
tub
§279.500

Richard Buentello
Independent Realtor Executive
713-222-9311

Stunning—Hyde
Park. updated with
Italian marble and
handmade tile. Great
deck for entertaining.
Close to everything!
$700.000

Ree Emberg
Independent Realtor Executive
713-444-1880
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Houston | 9889 Westheimer Road | 713.787.9494
Visit cantoni.com to view our collection and shop online.

& ASSOCIATES REALTY




Because a
Great Smile
Leaves a Lastin

We still gladly file your insurance
claims. For details, email us at

info(@ brucesmithdds.com

* Cosmetic dentistry

* ZOOM Whitening

* INVISALIGN

* Tooth whitening

* Porcelain veneers

* Tooth colored fillings
* Preventive dentistry
* Periodontal wellness

* Painless dentistry with
conscious sedation and
nitrous oxide

* Credit cards accepted
* Payment plans available

* Comfortable homelike
environment

1006 Missouri Street
between Montrose & Grant
Houston Texas 77006

713.529.4364
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Everything below you. Nothing above.

Introducing the all-new 1 Series. The four-seat soft-top convertible is back like never before

the road and of course, the sky. A BMW that embraces the wind and tosses everything else conventiona

right back into it. From the steep legant bell line, the classic o

All while the 230-hp inline six 1:

BMW 2008

128i Convertible
135i Convertiblo
From $33 875"

bmwusa.com
1-800-334-4BMW

DvaNTaAaGE BMW

MIDTOWN

Conveniently Located Inside the Loop
2101 San Jacinto @ Gray

713-289-1200

The Ultimate
Driving Machine

www.advantagebmw.com
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g Three Classics, = La Sylphide/

| * Priced from $200's Website address: w

65,000 Available in il Five Tangos A Doll’s House

Upgrades or Closing Costs* oo '. ey essm 3 MAY 22 - JUNE 1 JUNES5 - 15

RS TR nC 8 By Three prolific and internationally acclaimed choreographers present Danish choreographer August Bournonville created La Sylphide
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It’s more than what

Harris County Hospital District’s
i6th Annual HIV Conference

“Understanding HIV Dynamics”

*  Saturday, June 7, 2008 * 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Hotel ZaZa Houston

& 5701 Main Street » Houston, Texas 77005

The two track program for physicians and allied health professionals
will tocus on the care and management ot HIV/AIDS. It is designed
to provide health care professionals with the latest trends and
treatments of caring for HIV/AIDS patients.

*» Free Valet Parking * Lunch and Breakfast Included
« Registration Fee; $35 before June 1, or 350 for same day,

To register online, please visit:
www.hchdfoundation.org

2. THOMAS STREET
'HEALTH CENTER

Harris County Hospital District TEXAS/OKLAHOMA AETC

all 713-529-4414
ww.llu.com

MFT, LCDC, RN - www.relationshiptherapistrn.com
« Individual or Couples Therapy

Glenn Bayron

PROUD AND RELIEVED

Nancy Driskell

LOVE LETTERS?
HATE MAIL?

Send to

or e-mail to let UEsmartmagazine. com

A HOME FOR EVERY
LIFESTYLE

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT (713)266-4424

WWW.REUTHERHOMES.COM
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In combination with other antiretroviral agents for the treatment of HIV-1 infection in adults

Youve wovked

USE OF TRUVADA:

TRUVADA is indicated in combination with other antiretroviral agents (such as
non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitors or protease inhibitors) for the treatment
of HIV-1 infection in adults,

TRUVADA must be used as part of combination therapy, TRUVADA should not
be used with ATRIPLA® (efavirenz 600 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/tenofovir disoproxil
fumarate [DF] 300 mg), VIREAD® (tenafovir DF), EMTRIVA® (emtricitabine), Combivir®
(lamivudine/zidovudine), Epivir® or Epivir-HBV® (lamivudine), Epzicom® {abacavir
sulfate/lamivudine), or Trizivir® (abacavir sulfate/lamivudine/zidovuding).

TRUAMADA, VIREAD, st EMTRIVA e fraemanks

of Glgad Sciences g

ATRIPLA & & tradesmiark of Bristal-Myais Squitib &

Glisad Scances, LLC.

A oiner trademans are tha proparty of their respective owneds

) GILEAD

© 2008 Gikad Sceances, Ing
L rights reseriad, PTO342 3008
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION:

Contact your healthcare provider right away if you experience any of the following

side effects or conditions while taking TRUVADA:

» Nausea, vomiting, unusual muscle pain, and/or weakness. These may be signs
of a buildup of acid in the blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious medical
condition

» Light colored stools, dark colored urine, and/or if your skin or the whites of your
eyes turn yellow, These may be signs of serious liver problems (hepatotaxicity),
with liver enlargement (hepatomegaly), and fat in the liver (steatosis)

» If you have HIV and hepatitis B virus (HBV) and stop taking TRUVADA, your liver
disease may suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking TRUVADA unless directed
by your heaithcare provider

to get wheve you ave.

So why sette for am HIV med
Hhat's twice a Adary?

Once a day TRUVADA can help get you to undetectable and
keep you there. As part of an HIV regimen, the meds in TRUVADA can:

m Be taken with or without food

B Reduce viral load and increase CD4 cell count

Ask your doctor if TRUVADA can be part of a complete

once a day regimen.

?

Truvada J
Aoemrcabig-fenofowi isoprox fmerate

TRUVADA does not cure HIV infection or prevent passing HIV-1 to others.

e |f you have had kidney problems or take other medicines that can cause kidney
problems, your heaithcare provider should do regular blood tests to check your kidneys

* [tis not known whether long-tem use of TRUVADA causes damage fo your banes. If
you have had bone problems in the past, talk to your healthcare provider before taking
TRUVADA

Changes In body fat have been seen In some people taking TRUVADA and other anti-

HIV medicines.

The most common side effects of the medicines in TRUVADA when taken with other anti-

HIV medicines are dizziness, diarhea, nausea, vomiting, headache, rash, and gas. Skin

discoloration (spots and freckles) may also ocour

Discuss all medicines you take with your healthcare provider and be aware:

» our healthcare provider may need 0 follow you more closely o adjust your therapy if
you are taking Videx® or Videx® EC {didanosine), Reyataz® (atazanavir sulfats), or Kaletra®
(lopinavir/ritonavir) with TRUVADA

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the
FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Patient Information on next page, including “What is the most
important information | should know about TRUVADA?"
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Outfront

HURRAY FOR LOVE! Every spring, Carl Han hosts his Love Party to celebrate the season and, well, love. This year, his event is also a
fundraiser for HATCH, the invaluahle support group for our younger generation. Han's guest of honor and featured performer is Yna Nova (a.k.a.
Noel Boada), pictured here. The 7:30-9:30 p.m. party at Meteor ($10 requested donation) also includes performances by two additional Houston
divas, China Doll and Christina Lee, and the belly-dancing group Tribal Liflies. About two of his stars, Han explains, “Yna Nova and Christina Lee are
two very popular Filipine drag performers in the Asian community. When Christina was young years ago, she belonged to a famous drag troupe

in the Philippines.” At his event, Han, who is a filmmaker as well as a community advocate and blogger (www.carlsjourney), premieres two new
videos, The Love Train and Nungry for Love.

—

Photographed by David Lewis
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Is BearlNatch 9 expected
to be the biggest and best
gathering ever of hairy
and hearty men (and the
men who love them)? Does
a bear poo in the woods?
= Scheduled May 16-18,
the Houston Area Bears-
hosted annual weekend
brings together that inier-
community within the
larger community of gay
men who revere the image
of the hirsute hunk built
more for comfort than for
speed. « What does it take
to be a bear, besides hair
and heft? « “It's really

a frame of mind,” says
BearWatch 9 chairman,
Patrick Gay (yes, that's
his real name)—pictured
here with (I-r) Meynard
Patacsil, Ray Priest, and
Tony Stegal—at Tony's
Gorner Pocket, home of
the Bears' monthly beer
bust. “It's not just for
bears. It's for anyone who
wants to come and just
have fun. Lots of people
show up for our day at the
beach.” « As many as 225
men are expected to join
the furry fun this year,
traveling from as far away
as Galifornia, New York,
Pennsylvania, and Florida.
* With “Booty Call” as the
military theme, BearWatch
9 [www.bearwatch.net)
pccurs in Galveston, with
Groove as the host bar and
Inn at the Waterpark as
the host hotel. A wet box-
ers contest, an obstacle
course, the heach party,
and more round out the
weekend. Proceeds in part
benefit HATCH, the support
group for GLBT and ques-
tioning youth. = “I believe
it is incumbent on every
community to give back

to their community,” Gay
adds. “Even small evenis
like this can play a part in
helping out other people.”

Photographed by
Henry Yau
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Integrate

ENVIRONMENT

LIGHTING CONTROL ENERGY MANAGEMENT HOME AUTOMATION ENERGY EFFICIENT PRODUCTS

Products designed to enhance your home and pay for themselves*with energy savings.
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News Briefs

by Nancy Ford

WE ARE FAMILY: PLANS WELL UNDER WAY
FOR 30th ANNIVERSARY OF PRIDE IN MONTROSE
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WANTED LONG-TERM
. RELATIONSHIP
Beautiful, Sleek, Sophisticated 08 Model
Great Handling, FREE Test Drive

No commitment... 1-800-4-SATURN

ASTRA from 520, 6 95

S from $] 5,495

VUIE
from S 1 9,375

OUTLOOK
from 528,995

C
Rethink

SATURN OF HOUSTON
KATY FREEWAY

281-556-1400
11750 Old Katy Road
Houston, TX 77079

SATURN OF HOUSTON
SOUTHWEST FREEWAY

713-777-6100
10050 Southwest Freeway
Houston, TX 77074

SATURN OF HOUSTON
GULF FREEWAY

713-944-4550
119201 Gulf Freeway
Houston, TX 77034

1-800-4-SATURN » WWW.HOUSTONSATURN.COM

PRENT I

“(for all of you

WCopyrcorm,

= Graphic Design & Typesetting Services * Digital Color Printing
= Oversize Color Printing * Posters * Banners * Mounting * Laminating
e Business Cards * Post Cards ® Brochures * Flyers ® Custom Greeting Cards

713.528.1201 1201-F Westheimer * Houston, TX 77006

www.copydotcom.com
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continued from page 18

HOUSTON ATTORNEY JOINS
EQUALITY TEXAS BOARD

quality Texas, the state’'s GLBT

lobbying group, has announced the

election of Rob Scamardo to its board
of directors.

Scamardo is an attorney with the Hous-
ton-based Simoneaux and Frye, PLLC, law
firm. Scamardo
also serves as
chairman of
the board of
the Houston
Equal Rights
Alliance and is
responsible for
facilitating the
integration of
the programs
of HERA with
Equality Texas
to form Equality Rab Scamardo
Texas-Houston.

“I have tremendous respect for the out-
standing leadership that Equality Texas pro-
vides in our cause for equal rights for LGBT
persons. This is an opportunity to strengthen
and expand our efforts in the Houston metro
area as we continue to build alliances through
advocacy and education while supporting
broader equality efforts across Texas,” stated
Scamardo,

Paul Scott, executive director, praised
Scamardo’s commitment to equality, stat-
ing, “I have had the fortunate experience
of working with Rob Seamardo through our
partnership with HERA, and I know that

his expertise will greatly benefit our work
in Houston and Texas.”

Details: www.equalitytexas.org.

OUT EQUAL, HUMAN
RIGHTS CAMPAIGN
CHAPTERS PRESENT
GLBT WORKPLACE
EQUALITY SUMMIT

epresentatives from Dallas/Ft. Worth

and Houston Human Rights Cam-

paign Steering Committees and the
North Texas Chapter of Out Equal have
announced Texas’ first statewide workplace
equality summit. The summit is scheduled
Wednesday, May 14, at Rice University’s
Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of Manage-
ment in Houston.

The GLBT summit precedes the fourth
annual Diversity Leadership Conference Ex-
position scheduled May 15 and 16 at the
Westin Galleria Hotel in Houston.

“This summit is focused on people from
corporate and private companies who are
interested and involved with valuing and
including the diversity of GLBT people,” said
Paul Guillory, a conference organizer.

The half-day conference begins with
a luncheon featuring Chastity Bono, two
training tracks of six distinet workshops,
and concludes with a reception and Equal-
ity Texas movie screening of For the Bible
Tells Me So.

Also participating and leading workshops
are Selisse Berry, executive director of Out
Equal Workplace Advocates; Eric Bloem,
deputy director of the Human Rights Cam-
paign Workplace Project; and Paul Scott,
executive director, Equality Texas.

Workshops are designed to address topics
on activism and advocacy in the workplace,
gender identity expression, emplovee net-
work group strategies, and more.

Other conference organizers include Ron
Ausemus, Vanessa Benavides, , Janine John-
son, Jim Price, Robb Puckett, and Paul von
Wupperfeld. Details: www.glbtsummit.com.

TRANSGENDER WOMAN
SUES FORMER EMPLOYER

Jefferson County refinery worker is

suing her former employer on grounds

hat the company discriminated
against her because she is transgender.,

According to the Southeast Texas Record
legal journal, Gerald Jeanmard, a male-to-
female transgendered woman, claims KT
Maintenance Co. “refused to recognize his
gender identity, engaged in sexual stereo-
typing, and refused to provide him with a
bathroom at the job site.”

Jeanmard filed swit on April 10 in the
Jefferson County Distriet Court, claiming
KT Maintenance was fully aware of her
gender identity but chose to terminate her
rather than accommodate additional rest-
room needs.

“Initially, Jeanmard was using the men's
bathroom at the refinery, but his presence
was objected to by other male workers,” the
suit states. “This prompted him to begin
using the ladies’ bathroom, which was then
ohjected to by the female workers.”

Jeanmard says the company ultimately
instructed her to use neither restroom; she is
also suing for past and future mental anguish
and lost wages.

continved on page 23
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Milestones

Hireo Tammi Wallace as district director for
state representative Ellen Cohen { Distriet 134).
Wallace (on right,
with Cohen)is the co-
founder and former
executive director of |
the Houston Equal

DAL TE DEHART

Rights Foundation.
Rep. Eilen Cohen (1) and
Tammi Wallace

Dieo 1. W. Marks Legendary business and
philanthropic leader 1. W. Marks passed away
at the age of 73 on February 27.

A respected Houston businessman, philan-
thropist, and ecivic citizen, Marks was known
for his larger-than-life presence and the host
of charitable orga-
nizations to which
he gave generously,
including GLBT-sup-
portive causes, His
philanthropic net
extended to projects
and programs for
Houston Grand Op-
era, Houston Sym-

phony, Society for

LW, Marks

the Performing Arts,

and TIRR (The Institute for Rehabilitation and
Research), Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo
Crime Stoppers, Better Business Bureau and
Community National Bank in Bellaire, the Jew-
ish Community Center, and countless charity
and school auctions.

Born in Chicago in 1934, Marks was prede-
ceased by his parents and his first wife, Diane
Golman Marks. His survivors are his wife
Shelly Ann Marks, his son and daughter-in-law
Daniel and Susan Marks, and their sons Wil-
liam and Andrew, his son and daughter-in-law
Bradley and Melissa Marks, his sister Ruth
Silver, numerous mieces and nephews, and his
dedicated employees.

Diep Elmer Lavon Shehane, 47, whose drag
name was Stella Link Seville, died unexpect-
edly of a stroke on March 20.

Shehane was a popular performer in
Houston’s gay community, He had been presi-
dent of the Garden Party Inc. organization and
presented the annual Mr., Ms. and Miss Pride
pageants. He was also a board member of the
Empire of Royal Sovereign and Imperial Court
of the Single Star of Houston and was elected
“empress” in the fundraising social group.

His funeral was held March 26, at Rose-
wood Funeral Home Chapel, with internment
in Rosewood Memorial Park, Close friends later

held a celebration of life to honor his memory.
Shehane is survived by his mother; brother,
Michael; sisters, Brenda and Linda; sister-in-
law, Donna; nephew, Todd; son, John, friends
Joe and Ronnie, stepfather, Eddie; and a mul-
titude of friends whose lives he enriched.

]
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Jeanmard says the company ultimately in-
structed her to use neither restroom; she is
also suing for past and future mental anguish
and lost wages.

SETTLEMENT REACHED
IN LOPEZ CASE

ollowing a court ruling that permitted

Izza Lopez, a male-to-female trans-

gendered woman, to proceed in a case
against River Oaks Imaging for rescinding a
job offer to her, a settlement has been reached
between involved parties.

According to the Houston Chronicle, U.S.
District Judge Naney Atlas entered an order
on April 22 dismissing the lawsuit following
mediation.

In early April, the District Court for the
Southern District of Texas denied motions
for summary judgment from both sides in
the case in which Lopez claimed her job offer
from a Houston medieal ehinic was withdrawn
after a background check disclosed her sex
as male.

Both Lambda Legal, representing 27-
year-old Izza Lopez, and attorneys for River
Oaks Imaging and Diagnostic had asked the
judge for summary judgment, a ruling 1ssued
without trial based on undisputed facts.

The court also rejected River Oaks’
claim that “any person who dresses in a
manner inconsistent with traditional gen-

der stereotypes is necessarily deceptive.”

ORAL GONORRHEA
TREATMENT BECOMES
AVAILABLE

he Centers for Disease Control and

I Prevention has informed health-care

providers that cefixime in 400 mil-

ligram tablet-form is a viable, additional

option for treatment of urogenital and rectal
gonorrhea.

“The availability of cefixime tablets
this month will have tremendous impact
in fighting gonorrhea,” said Kevin Fenton,
M.D., director of CDC's National Center

continued on page 24
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for HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, STD, and
TB Prevention. “This oral option expands
a physician’s arsenal to combat this serious
disease, while giving patients a drug that is
easier to take.”

Cefixime is the only CDC-recommended
oral treatment for this disease, and since
2002, it has not been available in tablet
form. Cefixime tablets are again being dis-
tributed in the United States and available
to clinicians as of this menth for prescribing
to patients.

TOP 50 COMPANIES FOR
DIVERSITY ANNOUNCED
BY DIVERSITYINC

iwerstiyIne, a publication addressing
corporate diversity, has announced
its 2008 Top 50 Companies for Ii-

versity.

The top-10 companies on the list are IBM,
Johnson & Johnson, Wachovia, PepsiCo,
Toyota Motor North America, Eastman Ko-
dak Co., Deloitte, PricewaterhouseCoopers
Merrill Lynch, and Ernst & Young

Companies are chosen for the annual
honor based on their demonstrated con-
sistent strength in areas, including CEO
commitment, human eapital, corporate and
organizational communications, and supplier
diversity.

For a complete listing of this year’s Top
50 Companies for Diversity, please visit www.
DiversityIne.com/top50.

STUDY: SAME-SEX
MARRIAGE WOULD HAVE
POSITIVE IMPACT ON
STATES" INCOME,
TAX REVENUE

roponents of same-sex marriage have
A new r,.,ml to use 1n [hq\'i.!‘ (quest for
marriage equality

According to a new research study
conducted by Williams Institute at UCLA
School of Law, same-sex marriage in lowa,
if permitted, would have a positive impact
on the state budget of approximately $5.3
million annually. This net impact will be
the result of an increase in state income
and sales tax revenue as well as savings in
expenditures on state means-tested public

benefit programs.

“This study demonstrates that equal
marriage rights for same-sex couples are not
only good for those couples, but they're good
for the state budget,” noted co-author Lee
Badgett, the research director of the Williams
[nstitute. “Towa’s policymakers do not need to
worry about the impact of this policy change
on the state’s fiscal health.”

In calculating the net benefit to the

state, the study approximates that half of

[owa's 5,833 same-sex couples, or 2,917
couples, would marry in the first three years
of being able. The study estimates that the
state would see an increase in income tax
revenue of over $1.2 million per yvear, but a
loss of approximately $1.4 million in inheri-
tance tax revenue. The study also finds that
same-sex weddings and associated tourism
would generate $160 million in spending
over three years, providing a hoon to the
state economy

Further due to this spending, the state
would see an increase in sales tax revenue
of about $2.7 million per year.

In addition to overall increased tax
revenue, the study finds that same-sex mar-
riage in lowa would result in a decrease in
state expenditures on means-tested public
benefits programs, Ssaving the State at least
$100,000 per vear and as much as $2.8

million. W
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What a World

by Nancy Ford

McDONALD’S AND THE GAY AGENDA

Look who’s slamming the Pearly Gates on the Golden Arches

uess what the Extreme Evan-
gelicals are up in arms about this
month!

The atrocities of Darfur? Please.

The reported 48-percent increase
in HIV infections in the U.S. between
2005 and 20067
Wrongaroo

Rampant teen
pregnancy? No,
again, There's no
need for alarm, now
that Jamie Lynn
Spears 1s officially
engaged to boy toy
Casey Aldridge.

No, it seems
that Richard Ellis,
vice president of
communications for
McDonald’s USA,
recently joined the
board of directors
of the National Gay
and Lesbian Cham-
ber of Commerce.
By its own descrip-
tion, the NGLCC
aims to “stay on the
forefront of legislative 1ssues and provide
strong lobbying efforts for LGBT business
causes and nondiscriminatory affairs.”

“I'm thrilled to join the National Gay &
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce team and
ready to get to work,” Ellis said. *I share
the NGLCC's passion for business growth
and development within the LGBT com-
munity, and I look forward to playing a
role in moving these important initiatives
forward.”

That'’s right, the gays have infiltrated
McDonald’s. So by all means, sound the
trumpet. It's the End Times.

“By joining the NGLCC, they [McDon-
ald’s] are endorsing a lifestyle we believe
many of their customers would oppose,”
Randy Sharp, director of special projects
for the American Family Association
(AFA), told Cybercast News Service.

“Once corporate America gets involved
in promoting homosexuality, it’s just a
matter of time until it starts endorsing
same-sex marriage,” Sharp continued, his

26 MAY 2008 OutSmart

It is no secret that |
love a Happy Meal.
Happy Meals are
largely responsible <o
for the woman | am
today. Specifically,
the big butt part.

MceMuffin all in a twist. “We are calling on
McDonald’s to resign their position on the
board of directors and not to renew their
membership next year.”

“This is so strange,” AFA chairman
Donald Wildmon chimed in, “beecause it's
the family that Me-
Donald’s appeals to,
[with their] children’s
playland, you know,
all the little toys, all
of that. And they are
promoting a lifestyle
that would utterly de-
stroy the traditional
family.”

How's that for a

Apparently Mr
Wildmon is forgetting
that more families
are destroved by the
art i'ril‘.‘\'.'.lL'rU.‘ﬂF a
diet of MeDonald’s
menu items induces
than that nefarious
Gay Agenda we've all
il?’:irl] S50 fﬂllL"h ii!'“u[.

Admittedly, it is
no secret that 1 love a Happy Meal. Happy
Meals are largely responsible for the
woman | am today. Specifically, the big
butt part.

Second only to McDonald’s legendary
fries on my own personal Happy Meter
rates the concept of getting a free toy to
emotionally offset the physical damage
to my own arteries as they slam shut.
Chest pains? Who cares? There are 101
Dalmations, after all, and I'm not about
to stop at only 98. My momma didn't raise
a guitter

If organizations like AFA can tell
McDonald’s what organizations it can
and cannot join, how long will it be until
it starts dictating what toys its Happy
Meals will contain? Will they start limit-
ing the prizes to biblical depictions? | can
hear it now: “The Plagues of Egypt action
figures—collect all seven!” And there go
our appetites.

But don't expect the EE’s deific
demands to stop at Happy Meal toys. In

stead of a traditional McDonald’s Playland

jungle gym, will we soon see a net full of

colorful balls suspended from three cross-
es? Inside, will the restaurant’s ubiquitous
wall murals be churched-up with rendi-
tions of DaViner's The Last Supper, with a
grinning Ronald McDonald seated in the
center? Will a Dollar Menu version of the
McRib, the Adam's McRib Jr., be available
for a limited time only with plans to re-
name it in November (¢'mon, take the leap
with me}, the McCain?

How long will it be before Zaccheus
Zuechini Bread, the What a Friend We
Have in Cheeses Burger, or Fried Cali-
Mary Rings are added to Mc¢Donald's
menu? Imagine what a ¢reative holy
manager could do with just a few loaves
and fishes.

Instead of chastising McDonald’s for
its inclusive policy of caring about all
its customers, maybe the AFA should do
what the gay community did a few years
back. In 1991, Cracker Barrel restaurants
practiced blatant antigay discrimination
when the chain fired 11 gay and lesbian
employees “whose sexual preferences
fail to demonstrate normal heterosexual
values which have been the foundation of
families in our society.” Predictably, the
gay community simply stopped stopping at
the Barrel, instead opting to pack tasteful
Ina Garten-like picnics when embarking
on long interstate car trips.

It took 11 years of no homo dollars be-
fore the Barrel capitulated, finally adding
sexual orientation to the chain’s nondis-
crimination policy. So what if iblically
based boycotts usually fail, like the ones
the AFA recently dropped against Disney
theme parks and Ford Motor Company?
Maybe a few years' worth of skipping a few
cholesterol-laden Happy Meals might be
exactly what those EEs need to clear their
thinking, along with their arteries.

Meanwhile, Mr. Ellis and the gang at
NGLCC could convinee MeDonald's to in-
crease its queer customer base by offering
super-sized prizes in their Happy Meals.
Like a Willie Wonka-like golden ticket
to an RSVP cruise vacation. Or life-size
inflatable action figures from The L Word.

See you in the drive-thru.
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by Brandon Waolf

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS

Barack has his vote, but Hillary has his heart

he 2008 Democratic Primary is the

most contentious nomination battle

that I persenally have ever witnessed.
Candidate loyalty runs deep, and at times
the differences between opposing camps
have erupted into bitter rhetoric. My per-
sonal support is behind Senator Obama,
but I have deeply felt admiration for Senator
Clinton. Her list of accomplishments from
four decades of public service is long and
impressive. However, when [ think fondly
of Hillary Clinton, it’s always the issue of
AIDS that first comes to my mind.

I've remained HIV-negative all these
years—which I attribute to luck, and not
intelligence or virtue. 1 deal with a high level
of survivor guilt, but I know that’s minimal
to deal with compared to the virus itself.

Ironically, HIV is the real reason why
[ have such a strong sense of loyalty to the
Clintons. My memories of living life openly
as a gay man for the past four decades are
permeated with AIDS.

I recently gave a copy of the Houston
Chronicle to GCAM (Gulf Coast Archive and
Musuem) that 1 saved for years—it has an
article in it about “the new gay eancer.” This
was the first I'd ever heard of it. At the time
it was called GRID (Gay Related Immune
Deficiency). The first theory was that this
new disease was caused by poppers. I read
that statement, and the newspaper tumbled
from my grip.

Information was slow to arrive to the
general public, but I latched on to every
bit that I could find. Years before it be-
came common knowledge that AIDS first
incubated 1n Zaire, as a result of human
beings infected with the simian version of
AIDS, I was aware of the role that “green
monkeys” played (biting humans who were
also scavenging trash piles). I can still hear
the laughter from people who thought I was
nuts talking about green monkeys. Unfortu-
nately, the laughter of most of those people
has been stilled for eternity

THROUGH JUNE 22
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I was able to stay on the sidelines until
the late '80s, and by then, it was all around
me—and I could no longer ignore it. In
early 1991, my late partner Michael Cole
was diagnosed with AIDS. In late 1991, his
yvounger brother Roger Cole died of AIDS
Michael finally succumbed on January 6,
1993 (the same day that ballet superstar
Rudoph Nureyev died).

I remember well the total silence from
the Reagans and the Reagan administra-
tion. Their attitude was easy to discern—gay
men had no reason to complain, because
their sins had brought this upon them.

The Bushes were no better. Barbara
never \lh'lil'ii €l .'J\]IJH “‘.'Jl"l. never wore a
red ribbon, never spoke up. She did attend
the funeral of Ryan White. But by that time,
it was already clear that heterosexuals with
AIDS were “innocent vietims.”

After 12 years of silence and neglect,

along came the Clinton/Gores. Tipper

on page 30
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by Dale Carpenter

A HOPE FOR AUDACITY

Who better deserves the gay Democrats’ vote—Clinton or Obama?

ho's better for gay equality, Hillary

Clinton or Barack Obama? The

answer depends on a consideration

of three main factors: the issues, actual
legislative records, and likely commitment.
On the isgues, both Clinton and Obama
broadly support equality for gay Americans
Both support a hate erimes law, the Employ-

ment Non-Discrimination Act, a repeal of

“Don’'t Ask, Don’t Tell” (DADT), and same-
sex domestic-partners benefits for federal
|'Ir]]!||!:.'|'|'.~: Both oppase a constitutional
amendment banning gay marriage

There’s only one difference between them
on gay issues. Clinton supports repeal of the
section of the Defense of Marriage (DOMA)
that bars federal benefits for same-sex
couples who get married or enter civil unions
in their own state. Because it prohibits the

federal legal protections that would other-

wise be available to tens of thousands of

gay families in several states, repealing this

section of DOMA is a top priority.
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Obama goes one step further. He would
repeal DOMA in its entirety, including the
seetion of the law that authorizes states to
refuse to recognize gay marriages and civil
unions performed elsewhere.

While this sounds important, its practi-
cal effect is minimal. Even without DOMA,
states may refuse to recognize gay mar-
riages from other states. All but five have
done so. Still, the interstate provision in
DOMA discriminates against gay couples
and should be repealed.

Clinton defends her position by saying
that DOMA was a valuable political tool in
defeating a federal constitutional amend-
ment banning gay marriage. That'’s doubt-
ful. She even goes so far as to say that DOMA
was originally passed as a way to head off a
federal amendment. That’s dishonest. When
her hushand championed DOMA in 1996 it
was not as a favor to gays, but as a way to
maximize his chances for reelection

On the i1ssues: slight advantage to Obama

arannah Home Builders, Inc. Presents an 11- Unit Luxury Townhome Development

Starting from the High $500s

620 thru 640 Harold-Street 77006

A candidate's positions on the issues
matter little if they aren’t translated into
legislative action. Legislative success de-
pends, in turn, on actual legislative ability
and commitment to the cause.

On legislative ability, we don’t have much
of a record for either candidate. Obama has
been an undistinguished first-term senator,
neither more nor less impressive than most
others in a legislative body where seniority
is power.

In an open letter to gays issued shortly
before the Texas primary, Obama touted
his eo-sponsorship of legiglation banning
antigay diserimination when he served as
an Illinois state senator. He also mentioned
his co-sponsorship of a couple of pro-gay bills
in the U.S. Senate

Yet co-sponsoring bills involves nothing
more than formally declaring support for
them; it's not a test of legislative skill. What
matters is lobbying colleagues for the hll,

continued on page 31
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read names at the unfolding of the Quilt
in DC. Hillary turned off the White House
lights on World AIDS Day. Bill and Hill-
ary rose at dawn to visit the Quilt display
on the Mall in DC. The Clinton/Gores
made speeches, attended workshops,
wore ribbons, you name it. They were
there for us.

Michael was in Casa, an AIDS hospice,
in November 1992. But he was determined

to cast his vote for Bill Clinton. Late

design

project management

one afternoon, I took him to vote at the
downtown early voting location. 1 fully
!'K]\t'\'i.i':'l |||'||!.|]E' to E1ve us cruel looks—it
was obvious by then that Michael v
very, very sick. Instead, it was like
parting of the Red Sea—the crowd moved

aside and indicated to us that IEH-_‘» wanted

him to go ahead and go to the head of

the line
Bill Clinton was elected. But Michael
missed the inauguration by two weeks

The grief was deep and raw that day, and

the tears flowed when Maya Angelou read

her poem for the event, and mentioned

installation

cJesigner
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gays. Finally, the silence had ended. (And
\\'I!l'l 1%, |hi' noise of our lh"!'.’il"(ll'?“: rose to
a crescendo.)

It’s true Bill dragged his feet. He prom
ised a Manhattan Project and instead gave
us a postage stamp. | remember the ActUp
posters with his face and a Pinnochio nose.
But at least he tried. And once he got used
to it, he sat and listened and quieted the
booing crowd when demonstrators invaded
his public meetings and screamed at him
about his lack of action.

The hatred for the Bushes was sointense

that when they returned to Houston, they

withdrew their names as honorary chairs of

a local AIDS fundraiser, because activists
protested so loudly.

Is this a reason to support Hillary’s
run for the Oval Office? I'm sure that some
would dismiss my loyalty as utter foolish
ness, arguing that wearing a red ribbon has
little to do with fixing the economy. But we
each have our own souls to answer to, and
my soul tends to be a grateful one toward
people who reach out to those who are clearly
the underdogs and who have little support
Irom others

[n the same vein, I will be deeply sad
dened when the tragic day comes that
Elizabeth Taylor is taken from this world.
And I can say the same for actress Judith
|,|5_'i:: ,|!||'i two of our past '\1 Americas
(Leanza Cornett 1993 and Kate Shindle
1998) who took up the cause of championing
AIDS awareness

When Princess Diana died, all I could
think of was the pictures of her shaking
hands with an AIDS patient—for which she

had purposely removed her “royal gloves”

(something that Briti royalty just did

not do back then). To me, it's those people
who go the extra steps, and who take on the

wrath of the mainstream, that are the real

heroes in life.

Did all these people really care? I've
been told before that Liz and Judith just
wanted to further their careers. That Liz
was already old and fat and needed a new
That

the Clinton/Gores were just pimping for

thing to tantalize the public with.

votes. That Diana nursed her self-esteem

problems by championing society’s casteofTs.

Evervone has a right to their own opinion,
but I'm glad my soul isn’t in such bad shape

..'-.'.1\01';. s1 '”

that it can no longer believe th:
exists in people.

Even Barack Obama, in his Audac
ity book, mentions this eynicism. How, he

ponders, can people

a candidate/politician really cares about
issues—or if they are just concerned about
the sound bites and the photo ops? I guess
it all comes back to ]n'irl_‘_’ a [n--r.--nn.wl E|1i.’1:_-'.

| have my own heroes, and despite the fact

really tell anymore, if

that it hurts when others deride them, I
continue to keep that sense of hope alive
inside me that good people still exist, that
they still care, and that the disadvantaged
can still count on them when they are
needed the most,

Brandon Wolf founded the online group Hous-
fon '1|'|'|'.I .'l"d' .\-.'_f{f"”"l. 'ff(.'.f.'-_'\'-'!' /s !'l'"lll'l'l_'l'ln' 18 nouwr
LoneStarActivists.
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securing hearings on the need for it, com-
].II'II:H]:--iI‘._!.‘_ and horse-trading, and ;_'L‘llin;.:
an actual vote

While Obama talks a good game of bring-
ing Republicans and Democrats together for
positive change, his actual legislative record

demonstrates little ability to do so. That

|'||f_‘h'. l'|1II1‘-_I.[I' \t']:l'll ]'I' |'l!'l‘l.“1‘:k'."' PI

and a president’s role is different tl

legislator’s, but so far we have little t

on other than hope. GOP support will be

needed in the Senate to overcome filibusters

of pro-gay le lation.

Chnton’s rislative record is somewhat

more impressive. She has surprised and
delighted her Republican colleagues with

her bipartisanship and work ethie

On legislative record: slight advantage
to Clinton

» is likely to be

ty as presi-

Commitment is critical. Recall that

Bill Clinton came into the presidency with

all the right stands on gay issues for a8 man

of his time. He also had an impressive record

of legislative accomy iment as a governor.

The problem was that he utterly lacked com-

mitment Lo gay l'||.|.|iil‘x, wilting at the first

sign of resistance. As Melissa Etheridge put

it at a Demoeratic debate last vear, he threw
gays under the bus

Neither Obama nor Clinton is perfect.

Obama campaigned last fall with a ho
mophobic minister. Both hesitated when
confronted with the remarks of Joint Chiefs
of Staff Chairman General Peter Pace that
DADT is justified because homosexuality is
immoral. As if testing the political winds,
they denounced Pace only after Senator
John Warner (R-VA) flatly declared that
homosexuality is not immoral

But Obama speaks movingly of gay

equality, and not just before gay audiences.

He has raised the issue among white farm
and in black churches, where the message is
both unwelcome and needed.

Hillary Clinton, by contrast, rarely rais-
es the 1ssue on her own, never does so before
unfriendly audienceg, and seems reluctant
even to say the word “gay.”

Obama “gets it”in a way that no previous

B

candidate for president has. Part of this is
generational, but it is nonetheless real.

On commitment: strong advantage to
Obama.

Lyndon Johnson changed forever the
tone of the debate over racial equality when
he told the nation, “We shall overcome.”
Gay Americans need a transformative
moment like that. Obama understands the
importance of using the “bully pulpit” of the
presideney to be a moral leader as well as

al slative one.

I'hat’s no guarantee he’ll be a great
president for gay equality. On the biggest

igsues, like repealing DADT and DOMA,
it's doubtful any Demoeratic president
will succeed in a first or even second
term. Obama may prove just as cowardly,
weak, and perfidious as that previous
Clinton.

And gay issues are by no means the only
ones that matter in this election. But on gay
equality, Obama’s the better bet

Writin
penier
when he

¢ from the conservative side, Dale Car

an his column for OutSmart in 1994,
lived in Houston, Now restding in Min-
ris o University of Minnesota

neap

Law School professor.

A group of Physicians located
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body and image.
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InsideQut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

OF, BY, AND FOR THE PEOPLE

Dealing with the loco part of local government

love local government. [ absolutely be-
Ilir-w- it's the most important level of gov-

ernment because it's the one that touches
peaple’s lives most directly. Remember: if you
have tap water to drink, the toilets
flush, your garbage is picked up, and
you have a street to drive to work on,
there’s probably a local government

contacts me and complains that he is being
harassed by city inspectors. For months,
someone has been calling in anonymous

complaints. The restaurant has been visited

If everyone were conscientious

to thank and reasonable, if everyone

But why is governing so difficult?
Why can't the eity just fix problems
and move on? Why do we need so many
ordinances?

Well, if everyone were conscien-
tious and reasonable, if everyone
resolved to be a good neighbor and
civie-minded citizen, things would be easier.
Let me deseribe a real world problem. Think
about how I tried to selve it, and what you
might have done instead

ProBLEm The owner of a local restaurant

resolved to be a good neighbor
and civic-minded citizen, things
would be easier.

by the health department, the fire marshals,
parking management, the solid waste de

partment, ete. Kach time the inspectors come

(sometimes just days apart), the restaurant

is shut down during the inspection, costing
time and money. Nothing but a few minor

technical violations have ever been found,
and most inspections find no violations.

Response | contact the various inspec-
tors, and they confirm the restaurateur’s sto-
ry. They believe the ealls come from
the same source and feel someone is
using the various city inspection divi-
sions to harass the restaurant owner,
but they are required to respond to all
“legitimate” complaints and cannot
ignore the calls

Sowutions No business should be
exempt from regulation, but it costs
the city time and money to conduct
an inspection. The initial complaints
were anonymous. I ask that, in the

future, only sworn complaints be taken for

this loeation and that a supervisor approve

all inspections. City officials agree.
ProBLem After a lull, the city begins

to receive sworn complaints (where the

complainant must identify himself) that —
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All Saints Catholic Church

A Century of Faith & Service

MASS SCHEDULE
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Thursday 8:30 a.m.- 12:00 midnight
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR ADULTS
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ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
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Pastor: Msgr. Adam S. McClosky
Parish Office: 713 864 2653 Fax 713 864-0761

www.allsaints.ws
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m continued from page 32

gradually escalate in frequency. I am con-
tacted again.

Resronse We can now confirm that the
complaints are coming from a neighbor who
has made multiple offers to purchase the
property on which the restaurant sits. His
land surrounds and abuts the restaurant
property on three sides. If the restaurant
were to close, the property owner might be
more inclined to gell the land. There are still
no violations of health or safety codes being
found during inspections.

Sowumion | ask that the restaurant be
put on an inspection schedule of no more
than one visit per department per calen-
dar vear, unless significant violations are
found.

Appimionat INFORMATION A city employee
(and frequent political candidate) who has
worked with the neighbor appears at a city
council meeting and blasts me for interfering
with the 1‘|rl'npl;linl process. He -.!]‘mr'].{v:\' that 1
am shielding the restaurant from inspection.
He asks for an investigation of my actions.
I have documented the steps taken, and
city council takes no action, The restaurant
l'!].'l[l};'.i‘?‘\' ]I-"l[lli?"'.

ProaLem The neighbor puts up “no park-
ing” signs, They are on his property, but look

like they apply to the city street in front of

* Anxiety
* Depression
* Mood Disturbances

them. This cuts into the already limited
street parking for the restaurant.

Sowumion [ ask that city signs be placed
on the eity right-of-way, in front of his signs,
indicating that parallel parking is allowed
along the curb.

ProsaLem The neighbor files official com-
plaints for vielations of our building code, a
new area of attack.

Sowumion The city forces the restaurant
to remove an outdoor deck used for al fresco
dining that does encroach slightly into city
right-of-way and to make other exterior
modifications, The deck had been in place
for several years. Nearby restaurants with
similar violations are not cited because our
system is complaint-driven.

ProBLEM An existing city right-of-way
runs beside the restaurant, perpendicular to
the main street. The right-of-way looks like a
dirt driveway but is, in fact, an old city street
that was never paved. The neighbor claims
he needs it to access his property but that it
is frequently blocked by restaurant patrons
parking on the main street.

Sowution The district council member
and I meet with both parties and various
city officials. We mark the right-of-way so
it isn't blocked, but tell the neighbor that
people can drive down the dirt road and park
on each side. He has been using it as part of

Start the year off right with a better direction.
I will work with you to find the answers

* Intimacy and move toward your goals.
» Relationships Are you ready to begin?

* Family Concerns

* Coming-Out Call Tony Carroll.

* Sexuality

* Identity Issues

* Loss

* Grief

* Transition

* Growth

* Abuse

* Addiction

* Anger

* Conflict Resolution
» Self-Esteem

* Self-Confidence

* Achievement

For mare information visit

www.HoustonTherapist.com
1006 MISSOURI ST. HOUSTON TX 77006

The experienced therapist
who teaches you how to get

the most from your therapy.

TONY
CARROLL csw

Specializing m work with individuals and
couples from the gay, lesian, bisexual and
transoender community xince [98 1.

OutSmart Magazine Readers' Choice
Best Therapist 2003-2007

. boueston
her 3

713-527-0000

his property. Now he can’t block the street,
either. The neighbor is furious.

Appimonal Issues The neighbor, a busi-
nessman, also 18 an immigrant. The two suc-
cessive restaurant owners have been gay. The
neighbor c¢laims discrimination because the
city won't take his complaints any longer. The
two gay restaurant owners claim diserimina
tion because they feel they're being inspected
out of business.

Similar issues play out every day. It's a tough

job to balance the competing interests and

needs of all our eitizens. People turn to us for
help: barking dogs, car alarms, loud music
from the outdoor patio of the bar down the
street, 1Ei|| \\-'l"!—‘i,i.-'«, ;ih.'mrlnllr‘d hl.’lllh't-‘n.

In order for cities to work, we all have to
agree to a social compaet that curtails some
of our rights to our own property, but allows

us to turn to government for help

Annige D. Parker is Houston's third-term city
controller and one of the highest-ranking openly
GLBT-¢lected m !.'.'.'l'l'l’.ll"lfdl '-,"',.'r."l'.ll.'.lI inany "_.flhl.li' 10
:"¢|.l',-__'|‘_u'|" 1.8, cities, Her website is wivw. houston
coitroller org f'rrp'dl,'.-." i3 .fr’|"|'J iston program
Money Matters, airs Monday on the Municipal
Channel (Comeast) at 2 and 8 a.m. and 2 and
8 p.m. The City Condroller’s webpage is www
houstontx.gov/controller [ index html. To receive
the controller’s newsletter, send an email to

creely. wynne@ecitvofhouston. net
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by Kelly A. McCann

n March 11, 2008, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
announced results of a nationwide

study that examined the prevalence of

sexually transmitted diseases in teenage
girls, The study looked at 838 girls between
the ages of 14 and 19, testing them for four
STDs: Human Papilloma Virus, Chlamydia,
trichomoniasis, and genital herpes.

The results were shocking. Twenty-six
percent of all these teenage girls participat-
ing in the study were infected with an STD.
More disturbing, 15 percent of them had
more than one!

And it gets even worse. Of the 838 girls
in the study, only about half of them reported
they were sexually active. So, if we look at
just those girls who were sexually active, the
percentage of them with at least one STD
increases to 40 percent! Examination of the

African-American girls in the study showed 50
percent of them were infected with an STD!

SCHOOL OF MASSAGE

FOR THE GIRLS

The ABCs of STDs

Whoa. Those statistics certainly give one
pause, I am troubled by the numbers of young
girls engaging in sexual activity. I'm worried
about their mental and physical well-being.
And [ worry all this sex could lead to increases
in teenage pregnancies, But I fear the num-
bers of STD infections within that population
may foretell an even more troubling tale of
increasing HIV infection rates among girls
and young women and their partners.

Having HPV, Chlamydia, trich, and/or
herpes increases one’s chances of becoming
infected with HIV. That's because STDs
often cause sores and/or inflammation of
genital tissues which, along with increased
leukoeytes or immune cells at the site of the
infection, make it easier for HIV to infect and
invade your body.

For example, in a 2007 study by research-
ers at the University of Washington, it was
suggested “that a woman with trichomo-
niasis is at about 50 percent greater risk

for acquiring HIV than a woman without
trichomoniasis.” And women with Chlamydia
are two to five times more likely to contract
HIV if exposed to the virus,

HIV aside, STDs can cause a variety of other
health problems. Let’s review their stats, symp-
toms, and potential health consequences.

HPV is the most common sexually
transmitted infection in the United States
with about 20 million Americans currently
infected. Another 6.2 million of our citizens
become infected each year, and it is estimated
that approximately 50 percent of sexually
active men and women will be infected with
HPV during their lifetime!

Within the HPV family of viruses, there
are more than forty of them that can infect
genital and anal tissues. Most of those vi-
ruses do not cause serious health problems,
but some can cause genital or anal warts
that may have to be removed. But the good
news is, in 90 percent of all HPV cases, the

Trained in General

Lintoib Collotn & (el

(11
I strive to treat

patients with the
p | utmost »
dzgmiy and care.

Swarna Balasubramaniam, M.D.
Board Certifled, General Surgery, Colon and Rectal Surgery

Surgery Mayo Clinfc, Rochester, MN
Felfowship Training in Colon & Rectal Surgery at USC in Los Angsles, CA
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@ Clases en Espanol
= Intern Massage 1hr/$35, 1.5hrs/$50
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713-333-5250
WWW. AVALONMASSAGESCHOOL.COM
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Genital warts are caused by the Human Papilloma Virus (HPV),
which is the same virus responsible for cervical cancer in women.
These warts can occur in the anal canal and perianal area, espe-
cially in individuals who engage in ano-receptive intercourse. Left
untreated anal warts can grow larger and become cancer in some
cases. Anal warts are difficult to cure, since once the virus infects
the skin cells they are impossible to eliminate. Warts can be treated
with topical medication, office procedures and/or surgery based
on size and location. Regular examinations and treatment can keep
this annoying and potentially dangerous problem in check.

* Anal condyloma (genital warts)

* Anal fissures & fistulas
281.277.2121

= Colon, rectal, anal cancer
16659 Southwaest Frwy, Ste 301

= Hemorrhoids
* Rectal bleeding 5
Sugar Land,texas 77479

» Rectal prolapse
* Colonoscopy

body’s immune system will clear the infection
within two years.

However, other HPV types ean lead to
persistent infeetion and, potentially, they
can cause cancer, especially cervical cancer.
Studies conservatively estimate that HPV is
the cause of at least 70 percent of the cervical
CANCETS SEEen i WOmen.

Due to the insidious presence of HPV
in our society and the serious health issues
related to certain types of the virus, a vac-
cine called Gardasil has been developed. This
vaccine, consisting of three doses over six
months, is recommended for use in girls and
voung women between the ages of 11 and 26
in order to protect them from the HPV types
that cause cervical cancer.

Chlamydia is a bacterial infection that
15 transmitted through mucous membrane
contact with infected sexual fluids. Aceord-
ing to the National Center for HIV, STD, and
TB Prevention, Chlamydia is so common in
sexually active young women that by the
time they reach 30, half of them will have
had the disease!

Females often experience no symptoms
and therefore go undiagnosed and untreated
for long periods of time. That's a shame,
because this infection is easily treated with
antibiotics, and long-term infection with Chla-
mydia can lead to serious medical problems
such as a painful arthritic condition, pelvic
inflammatory disease, and even infertility.

Trichomoniasis is caused by a parasite
and results in a vaginal discharge and an
unpleasant smell. (Trich is the reason for
the long-standing myth that women smell
like fish. Women don’t smell like fish, trich
smells like fish.) While it doesn’t lead to the
same sorts of serious health issues we see
with other STDs, trich can definitely lead
to loneliness!

Genital herpes is a viral infection that
causes painful blisters. Other serious health
issues are rare, but genital herpes can cause
a potentially fatal infection in newborns.
There is no cure for herpes, but several medi-
cations on the market can help eliminate
breakouts or reduce their severity.

Bottom line is this: if you are a sexually ac-

tive young woman, regardless of the gender of

your partners, protect yourself, Use condoms
and other barrier methods when you have sex.
Get regular check-ups and Pap smears. Con-
sider getting the Gardasil vaccine. And most
importantly, find a doctor you can really talk
to. It will be your best weapon in the battle
to stay healthy in a world of STDs.

For more information, call the CDC at 1-
B00-CDC-INFO or visit www.cde.gov/std,

Kelly A. McCann is the chief executive officer
of AIDS Foundation Houston, which recently
marked 25 years of service. Details: www,
aidshelp.org.
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The ¢aY -affirming gospel
according to lay Bakker

A Chip Off Another Block

by Leigh Bell
Photograph by Casey Curry
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Son of a preacher man: "It was quite depressing to see how quickly-people scattered and
didn't want dnything to do with-my parents in a matter of 24 hours,” Jay Bakker says, recalling
the collapse of the PTL empire built by his parents, Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker. "When | saw
that/| became.very disillusioned. The Bible preaches forgiveness, and | didn't see that.”




Jay Bakker

continued from page 38

Jay did interviews with Larry King
and reporters from Mother Jones, Time,
Rolling Stone, and The New York Times. In
every instance, Jay was asked some ques-
tion about his parents and “the scandal.”
Skeletons flew from the closet. Somewhere
hetween drinking and finding God’s grace,
Jay realized the Bakker name is a platform
of sorts.

“I found out that the fame or the inter-
est from the media has allowed me to talk
about grace and allowed me to talk about
my convictions,” Jay says. The demons are
finally working for him.

What we forget
[ didn't know what to expect when I dialed
Jay's number. Would he be preachy like
his father or flagrantly emotional like his
mother, who died of pancreatic cancer last
vear? Strangely enough, [ never knew of
Jay Bakker until OutSmart gave me this
assignment. | certainly knew his parents

My mom sometimes watched Jim and
Tammy Faye Bakker on The PTL Club.
What people remember about the Bakkers
is the fall and, before that, an extravagant
lifestyle, a belief that giving money would
bring you more—Jim Bakker has since
renounced this theory—and of course,
Tammy Faye's makeup

What people forget is another message
the Bakkers preached early on; acceptance
of evervone, regardless of race, creed,

ar sexual orientation. They forget that

Churched people: lay Bakker (c) and life partners Jose Ortiz (1) and Steve Parelli are involved
with the American Family Quting effort this month, during which openly GLBT couples and allies
will attend some of the largest mega-churches in the nation.

Play and a huge make-believe city.
Everything was big. So were the Bakkers.
I thought their kids (Jay has an older
sister} were the luckiest kids in the world
to live there. Then a year or two later, it
all imploded.

At that point, I wouldn’t have traded

places with the Bakkers' kids for anything,

When is judgment day?
Before a U.S. District Judge sentenced

8

Jim Bakker to 45 years in prison, this i

what he said: “Those of us who do have a
religion are sick u:lllu-ini_.I saps for money-
grubbing preachers and priests.”

Jay Bakker, who was just 11 years old

“Rs Christians, we're sorry for heing
self-righteous, judgmental hastards.”

Tammy Faye met with, prayed over, and
supported HI'V-pasitive people and people
with AIDS in the early 1980s, long before
Elizabeth Taylor and Bono made it chic.

Perhaps this is why Jim and Tammy
Faye gathered a colossal following, One
devotee was my parent’s friend, who in-
vited our family to visit his home in Heri-
tage USA, a huge Disneyland-found-Jesus
theme park the Bakkers opened in 1978.
At the zenith of the Bakkers' ministry, Her-
itage IUSA had six million annual visitors
It was the top vacation destination behind
Disney World and Disneyland. It was also
where Jay grew up.

I was maybe 9 or 10 when we visited.
| remember water slides and the Passion
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when his world crashed, grew to find more
truth in drugs and alcohol than in the
Bible that reared him.,

“It was quite depressing to see how
quickly people secattered and didn’t
want anything to do with my parents
in a matter of 24 hours,” Jay says. *One
day everybody wanted to be around
my parents, and the next day, nobody
did. When 1 saw that, I became very
disillusioned. The Bible preaches
forgiveness, and I didn’t see that.”

Jay could have stayed in the back-
ground. He could have been a banker, a
doctor, a musician—anything. But, then
again, he couldn't.

“When [ was about 20, 1 took a good

look at the Bible on my own, and I took
other people’s actions out of the equation,
and I took it for what it was,” Jay says, “I
was happy with what I found in the Bible.
Rather than seeing it as religious bondage,
I found grace. I wanted to take that out to
people, take the message of inclusive love

and imnclusive grace.”

Graceful living
Jay packages the message very differently
than most preachers. Revolution's website
welcomes vou with these words: "As Chris-
tians, we're gorry for being self-righteous,
judgmental bastards.” Members have but-
tons and T-shirts that say “Religion kills.”
But they believe God revives.

“I guess all I can say is that [ fell in
love with God's grace,” Jay says

He invites the wayward, the sinful, the
uncertain, the lost, and the defeated. He
invites them because he knows them. They
are his father. They are Jay Bakker.

Between 40 and 70 of the “Revolution-
ists” gather every Sunday afternoon in
a dark Brooklyn bar called Pete’s Candsy
Store. The bar is open and Jay asks every-
body to tip the wait staff well, although he
hasn't had a drink in 12 yvears. The Revolu-
tionists talk about God and love and Jesus
between swigs of Heineken.

People say they come to Revolution as
a last hope for God. They follow a humbled
YOung man who admits he doesn’t have all
the answers or a back door into heaven.
They trust him because he isn't perfect.
They trust him for reasons many conserva-
tive Christians wouldn't.

And this is why Jay Bakker is proud of
hig family name. B

HELLO,

JOEL OSTEEN

Soulforce brings the American Family Outing
to Houston’s Lakewood Church. Ready or not

by Leigh Bell

ilence can say harsh things. Joel

Osteen’s refusal to speak an opinion

on God and homosexuality has
ruffled either gide of the issue—those who
gay it's a sin and those who believe it's
not, Both opinions mostly agree on this. A
man who reaches more than 40,000 people
at Lakewood each week and another 200
million television viewers worldwide (not
to mention those who bought his best-
selling hooks) should take a stand on one
of today’s most pressing societal issues,

Osteen has said little about homo-
sexuality, gay marriage, and how it all sits
with his church.

Mr. Osteen, if you care to do s0, my e-
mail is leighbell@outsmartmagazine.com
Meanwhile, expect a group of at least two
dozen gays, lesbians, bisexuals, and trans-
genders. along with their families and sup-
hurch leaders, to visit Lakewood

[,u'n'lin- C
on Mother's Day

Lakewood is the first of six mega-
churches that The American Family
Outing will attend through Father’s Day
hoping to address family, faith, and sexual
orientation in friendly sit-down conversa-
tions with members of those congregations
[f vou want to learn more, you can visit
www.soulforce.org/afo

The American Family Outing is the
idea of Jeff Lutes, Soulforce executive di
rector, a gay man who has three children
with his partner. Lutes saw a new gen-
eration of evangelical leaders emerging,
and with their large audiences and global
reach, he realized their influence.

“These mega-churches are all about

family,” Lutes says from Austin, where
Soulforce is based. “We have families,
too. What would it look like if we set up a
meeting where they could see that, too? I
.. Like
any dad, I'm proud of my family and my
children, and I know families in these

just want to humanize the issue. .

churches are equally as proud.”

Leaders of The American Family Out-
ing have tried to arrange such a meet-
ing with Lakewood members for several
months, starting with a letter to the church
on December 3, 2007, Lutes says. They

Mother-daughter team: GLBT families and their allies, including Kim Beggs (r) and her
daughter, Laura Pursell, will attend mega-churches across the nation as part of American
Family Quting, a program organized by Soulforce.

have since sent more letters and made a

few phone calls, No one has responded.

“It's disappointing, and it u|!r\.-inu.-‘-.]j.' gays
something,” Lutes says.

As a reporter, [ contacted Lakewood
Chureh to request an interview with
Osteen or another representative of the
congregation to discuss The American
Family Outing. After my second attempt,
I received an e-mail from Andrea Davis of
Lakewood Church that reads, in part: "No
one seems to know about this [The Ameri-
can Family Outing], but perhaps their re-
guest went to our group scheduling office.
We get hundreds of requests from groups
as you may know. Sometimes they get a
bit overwhelmed.”

Mr. Osteen, if your church has
responded since this article went to print,

I apologize and Laura Pursell probably

thanks Yyou. Her mother is a lesbian, and
the 21-year-old wants to tell Lakewood
Church members her storv.

“I got through school, and my
friends and family accepted it,” Pursell
says. “If other kids have this issue, I
want to let them know they're not the
only ones out there. If' I did it, they
can, too.”

Maybe if churchgoers see that gays and
lesbians can raise loving, Christian, and
ves, straight children like Pursell, they'll
view sexual orientation and God with
new light, —
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Search for an Dasis

continuved from page 41

“Joel [Osteen] is inspirational and
influences a lot of people,” says Kim
Beggs, Pursell's mother. “If they see
that we have family, that we are strong
Christians, that Jesus loves us just the
same, then we have made a hi-,.: .-l1-p."

Historieally, Osteen gives non-
answers when asked publicly about
homosexuality and same-sex marriage
He told Larry King, “I don't go there.”

However, Osteen deoesn't jump right
on the evangelical bandwagon with
James Dobson and Tony Perkins, who
strongly oppose gay marriage

“On one hand, it gives me some
ut [
also have sadness that he doesn't seem

hope,” Lutes says. “I have hope,

ready to use his influence to make a real
difference to people.”

Apparently, the closest Osteen
has come to a public statement on
homosexuality was in September 2006

when he was asked about gay marriage

during a visit to Massachusetts, the only

U.8. state to allow same-sex nuptials.

“I don't think it's God’s best,”
Osteen said, according to the Boston
Herald. “1 never feel like homosexuality
is God's best.”

A reporter pressed Osteen, who
appeared to backpedal and said,
according to the Herald, “1 don't feel like

that's my thrust . . . you know, some of
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This is a family: Soulforce executive director Jeff Lutes (the adult on the left) and
partner Gary Stein are set to participate in American Family Outing with their
children Jolé, Niko (standing), and Trei.

the issues that divide us, and I'm here to
let people know that God 1s for them and
he's on their side.”

“What is God's best?" asks Jay Bakker,
co-founder of Revolution Church, who leads
families to Lakewood on Mother’s Day.

“We are not going to discuss that with
him [Osteen]. We just want to see if we can
have some compassionate dialogue, and 1f we

are in the same room with each
other, it takes that fear away.”
Bakker has met the unfor-
giving side of Christianity. Not
because he's gay. He's straight
But because he's the son of
Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker,

who were Lossed out by many

Christians after Jim Bakker's
dishonesty with funds and
infidelity in marriage came
out in the 1980s

Bronlkdyn, How York You

Unlike Osteen, Bakker very publicly
discusses his belief that homosexuality
is not a sin and has labeled his church
in New York a gay-affirming one.

“I think the church has been wrang
on the 1ssue,” Jay Bakker says. “1
encourage them to take a di ceper look
at the Bible], and when you're ready
to do that, we can sit down and talk
There is a majority of Christians who
say that |':||I.r-nm;lt'nn1|1.-l1|_'_'_. [ don't
think we're going to get anywhere if
we just l‘nliil’{l' 1;IJ'|1I'-- to newspapers or
magazines or on television. We have to
sit down and have a conversation. That
1s what we're trying to do.”

Mr. Osteen, if you'd like arrange
this, let us know.

Leigh Bell i

This is her first contribution to OutSmart.

1 Houston freelance writer.

The American Family Outing (AFO) campaign from Mother's Day to Father's

Day is made of GLBT families and supportive straight families seeking
peaceful dialogue about faith, family, and sexual orientation with six of
wribe you today's most influential evangelical leaders and their mega-churches.

AFO is a collaboration of Soulforce, The National Black Justice Coalifion,
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COLAGE, and the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community
Churches. AFO slill wants families to participate. If you are interested, visit
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A Kushner Conversation

The renowned writer Tony Kushner,

who speaks in Houston this month,

chats about his masterwork, ‘Angels in America,
politics, comics, and the meaning of fabulousness
by Neil Ellis Orts

ony Kushner needs little introduction. Preeminent American
playwright; winner of Pulitzer, Tony, Emmy, and Obie awards;
forever immortal as the creator of Angels in America, the grandly
epic stage play and HBO television presentation—ringing any
bells? On May 19, Inprint, the local literary organization, pre-

sents an evening at the Alley Theatre with Kushner, whose

recent works also include the 2002 musical Caroline, or Change
(music by Jeanine Tesori), the dramas Only We Who Guard the Mys-
tery Shall Be Unhappy and Homebody/Kabul, and a new translation of
Bertolt Brecht’s Mother Courage and Her Children. In 20086, the feature-
length documentary Wrestling With Angels: Playwright Tony Kushner
premiered at Sundance Film Festival and was recently broadcast on PBS.
In anticipation of his Houston appearance, I asked Kushner

what he would be reading. “If there’s something that I've just been
working on that day that I want to try out, sometimes I do that,” he
responded. “I have my little pieces that I know work, mostly stuff

from the plays. It really depends upon what’s going on at the moment.”
After the reading, Alley artistic director Gregory Boyd conducts an
on-stage conversation with Kushner. What follows may give you an idea

of how broad and stimulating a conversation with Kushner can be.

Neil Ellis Orts: | want to talk to you a little
bit as a practicing artist and theorist.In a
conversation you had with Michael Cun-
ningham [author of The Hours and A Home
at the End of the World], you stated that
you believe there is a gay aesthetic and
you named it fabulousness.

Tony Kushner: That's a very long time ago,
and I really haven't thought about that in
a long time. I was a really great admirer
of Charles Ludlam and the Theatre of the
Ridiculous. I felt that at the time of the The-
atre of the Ridiculous, which was certainly
a gay aesthetic—I don't know that I'd ever
say there was only one gay aesthetic—but
the Theatre of the Ridiculous was certainly
part of a nascent, emerging aesthetic and
political personality. It was a part of the
grand coming out of the closet of the whole
gay community. It sort of originates in the
'50s and then emerges into a higher form in
the early to mid-"70s. [ think that by the time
people like me or Michael—and we're very

different writers, obviously—were coming

along, there was a new kind of gay sensibil-
ity emerging.

In fact, the principle difference between
the ridiculous and the fabulous has to do
with irony, that irony is, among many other
things, a coping mechanism. It provides you
with a distance between what you really
want in your heart of hearts and what you
know the world is going to allow you to have.
And when the world is not going to allow you
to have very much of what you really want,
you develop an ironic stance to your own
oppression. It's a survival mechanism. It's
also a way of expressing discontent and, in
that sense, surviving discontent. In some
cases, you need the expression of your own
discontent because you'll be crushed by ex-
ternal forces, but also you can be crushed by
internal forces if you give too full a voice to
what you really want when there’s no hope
of getting it. When that distance is narrowed
by liberation, by emancipation, by a success-
ful liberation movement, irony is perhaps not
as necessary as a strategy for survival. —

On writing: “The more
experience |'ve gotten
as a playwright, the
more likely it is that the
characters are going to
surprise me,” says Tony
Kusher, who speaks
more about his work in
an evening presented by
Inprint on May 17.
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A Kushner Conversation pe-keeiiiy

It becomes more possible to say directly what
you want because you have the hope of actu-
ally attaining it. So I think that is what I
was talking about, which is not in any way
to demonize irony, which I enjoy immensely,

or to say that we're done with that now, we

shouldn’t be ironic anymore. Irony is a very
complicated phenomenon and there are all
sorts of reasons for its manifestation.

But I think I was also playing a little bit
on the word fabulous. I mean, it's a very gay
word. If you're trying to sound straight, you
don't say “Oh, that’s fabulous.” There is a
certain sense in which fabulous is also a kind
of a riff on the idea of historicity. One of the
prizes you win when you set yourself free as
a community is the luxury and authority and
freedom to begin to unearth where you come
from and what people who were like you were
like in very, very different times.

In Angels in America, you took the gay
couple—one who is advancing through
AIDS—and instead of having the brave
partner who cares for the ailing one, you
choose the harder thing of him saying, “I'm
out of here.” And in Caroline, or Change,
instead of the surrogate mother maid, you
chose to write about this woman who very
much wants none of that. Do these char-
acters come to you and you start learning
about them as you write, or do you con-
struct the characters more intentionally,
crafting them?

Well, I certainly learn about the characters
as I'm writing. The more experience ['ve
gotten as a playwright, the more likely it is
that the characters are going to surprise me,
and that’s a nice thing. But usually when I
start I'm thinking about both the characters
and also sort of intuiting the kind of play 1
want it to be—I mean, most writers would
want to avoid, as much as possible, clichés

| because they're boring.

Even if the audience is fooling itself that
it’s having a good time because the show is
doing exactly what it has expeeted a show
to do, I think the audience is actually bored.
It’s like eating a lot of junk food and slowly
starving to death. I think that for the most
part what people want 18 complexity and
surprise and contradiction and their expec-
tations challenged. So you tend to think, as
a writer, “What stories and situations and
people will take you surprising places?”
In the case of Angels, at the time 1 started
working on the play, I was intrigued by the
fact that men were suddenly being asked
to take care of very, very sick people and
deal with a lot of illness and mortality that
I think men have a hard time with. I think
women are conditioned to deal with those
sorts of situations better.

It was also a time when Reaganism was
in its first flowering, and we were being told
every day that the way to take care of other
people is to be as selfish as you possibly can
be and to take care of yourself, first and

foremost. And I thought that was a kind of

terrifying and fascinating irony, the fact
that at the moment when people were being
told every day how wonderful selfishness
was and how we should all read Ayn Rand
and we should all be trickle-down types, my
community was being asked to learn skills
at caretaking that did not come easily. And I
thought it would be interesting to dramatize
that by showing somebody who actually has
a very, very hard time dealing with disease,
as is true of many of us, and who actually
can't handle it at first and learned.

When you say that people want complex-
ity and the difficult storyline, do you think

‘Angels’ in Fort Worth

This month, Fort Worth QOpera presents
a new production of Angels in America,
an adaptation of the Tony Kushner play by
composer Peter E6tvis and librettist Mar
Mezei. The opera (production poster, above),
on stage at the Scott Theatre May 17-June 7,
is part of “More Life: The Art and Science of
AIDS," a series of performances, exhibitions,
and programs organized by the three AIDS
service arganizations in Fort Worth: the AIDS
Qutreach Center, Samaritan House, Tarrant
County AIDS Interfaith Network. Details:
www.morelifetexas.org, www.fwopera.org.

Houstonian John Painter is one of the
artists invited to show work at the Fort Worth
Community Arts Center during the “More
Life" series (the title derives from one of the
final lines in Kushner's play).

that's especially true of the theater audi-
ence? Because there's evidence in the
culture that suggests that there are a lot
of people who don’t want that.

Well, I think that there are a lot of people
who, of course, don't want that—what 1
would say rather is that there are people
who think they don’t want it. I mean, if you
ask them, “Do you want to go to a film or to
a play or pick up a novel and have all your
most dearly held assumptions challenged?”
most people will say, “No, I want to have a
good time.”

I'm not kidding myself, I mean yes, of
course, it's much easier to find a theater
audience that's interested in difficulty and
complexity, but there are a lot of movies
that—it’s been a very good year for film.
You look at the films that were nominated
for the Oscar, and you know, There Will Be
Blood is a very, very, very hard movie, and it
didn't make as much money as Horton Hears
@ Who, but it's made a good deal of money, 1
think the most money a Paul Thomas Ander-
son film has ever made, and it's a very tough,
very upsetting experience. But I think people
went to it because of the sort of astonishing
integrity of the thing. The success of The
Sopranos, the suecess of a movie like There
Will be Blood, 1 think suggests that there’s
an appetite for difficulty. It’s never going to
be, probably, as enormous as the appetite for
pablum, but I don’t think that pablum is all
that people want.

On a much lighter note, you have a his-
tory with comic books, as do many of
our generation. And so | have to have
my comic-book geek conversation. What
were some of your favorite comics as a
kid growing up?

| was a big Marvel Comics fan. When [
was a little kid—Gaod, I ean barely remem-
ber—I think Casper, the Friendly Ghost, and
Wendy, the Good Little Witch, and what was
the devil? Hot Stuff, 1 guess was his name.
I liked those. By the time I got to be about
nine years old or so, I discovered superhero
comics—not the DC Comies, Batman, Super-
man bunch—and I really loved Marvel. 1
loved Spider-Man. I loved Fantastic Four. I
loved Doctor Strange, Daredevil. 1 thought
those were great. I liked those until 1 was
hike 11 or 12, I think.

Well, we clearly have nothing more to talk
about because | was always a DC fan.

The man I'm married to was a DC fan. When
Mark was a kid, he only read DC, so we've
argued about this. It's just two different
worlds. I maintain that the Marvel stuff was
j1l$l, more itii,i,.‘l"l.':-it,i]lg, bhecause there were
all sort of anti-heroes. | mean they were al-
ways in trouble with the law. Batman has -+
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A Kushner (onversation sl
this great dark side now that they've done
g0 much work in recent times, but when I
was a kid, he was just—I mean he had a
great costume, but other than that, another
DC goody-goody. And Superman, who was
unbelievably tedious, compared to the sort
of psycho-pathology of Spider-Man. It wasn't
very interesting, [ thought.

I was reminded earlier today that you wrote
the introduction to Howard Cruse's Stuck
Rubber Baby.

Yeah! I love Howard’s work very much, and
I love Stuck Rubber Baby. 1 think it's a won-
derful work. I felt it's never really gotten the
audience that it deserved. I think he was a
little ahead of his time. I own several of the
original pages.

I actually at one point asked Howard 1if
he'd like to do a comic book version of the play,
of Angels in America, because in a certain
sense graphic novels are plays—you write
dialogue. But he was in the middle of Stuck
Rubber Bahy and he said, “Mmm, no thanks.”
I think it was somebody at DC maybe—I was
asked at some point to maybe contribute to
some sort of anthology comic book thing, and
at some point I would love to try it.

There's one thing | didn't want to lead with
because then we'd spend the whole time
on. How are you feeling about the '08 elec-
tion process so far?
I'm feeling basically OK about it. I think I'm
like every Democrat. I'm concerned about
the way that the primary battle between
Clinton and Obama is playing out. I'm a
little worried that if it goes on uninterrupted
for another two or three months, that there’s
the possibility that they're going to start to
do damage to one another, and at this point I
have to honestly say that shes getting a little
more reckless about it than he 1s

I think that both of them would make
absolutely superb presidents. I think Me-
Cain will be pandering as he has in the last
few years increasingly to the crazy part of
his crazy party. You know, he’s an infi-
nitely smarter person than George Bush
and a worthier person, but he’s got terrible
problems. I can’t imagine that either Obama
or Clinton, barring some sort of scandal or
something—I can’t imagine that either one
of them could lose to him. The most impor-
tant thing right now is that whoever wins by
the convention, everybody has to get behind
them and evervone has to remember that
no matter what you feel about the person
who wing, no matter how angry you are
that your person didn’t win, it’s immensely
important that a Democrat is in the White
House next year. | mean, I think the fate of

the world—not to be too Marvel comie book
about it—but I think the fate of the world
depends upon it, I really do. I think we can’t
afford another disaster like this.

I feel hopeful. I think one thing is that
anyone who is running for president needs
to really, really want to be president. And to
really want to be president, you have to really
believe that you are the person who should be
in that place. So you can always wind up tell-
ing yourself—and your advisors are certainly
going to say it to vou—it doesn’t matter if we
destroy this other guy in the process. What
matters is that you get the nomination. And
when they start thinking like that, that's
when you get into a problem situation.

Writer und performer Neil Ellis Orts interviewed
choreographer Bill T. Jones for the March Out-
Smart. Orts recenily had work included in the
2008 issue of MO: Writings from the River,
published by Montana State University, and
the anthologies Charmed Lives (Lethe Press)
and Able To... (neoNuma Arts).

Kusher on Stage

Inprint, the nonprofit literary organization
affiliated with the University of Houston
creative writing program, presents an eve-
ning with Tony Kushner on Monday, May
17, 7:30 p.m., at the Alley Theatre. Tickets
are $20. Details: 713/521-2026, www.inprint
houston.org.
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income elderly and those facing life
challenging illnesses care for their pets
is currently in need of volunteers!

* Dog Walking
* Per Food Delivery
® Ver Transportation

pet patrolZ
A PEOPLE PET PARTNERSHIP
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

wwWW. THEPETPATROL.ORG

Or CONTACT DUR VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR,
RYAN JOHNSON AT RYBLATRIOHNSON @ Y AHOO,COM

Crealing
in glunlro.:w' lor 25 years

custom jewelry

@ and counting,

*

stheimer | Houston, Tx 77006
Iverlustonline.com

713.520.5440

- True. Seff’ 'J'i*ansitions |
4 ngmm fm’ %tmdf M

Cuunselhg for -

% Individuals % Couples ;," Families #Gmm'

Enod Gray, LCSW, CSAT
4200 Montrose Bivd. #54& Houston, Texas 77 Dﬁ&f
www tr elftransrtmns com

. -

: ' 713 522-7014, ext 4 ;
Specializing in sexual addiction, codependency, trauma recovery & family of origin issues.
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Iry Dallas
_on

)

. With hot nightlife, fa

S a lot to see and do for li_-iLE fra

Win a trip o

Register today for information and your chance to win a free trip to the “Big D".

Gayribbean:Hallowee

_ October 26 - November 2,2008

Join our Gay and Lesbian group
aboard Carnival’s Conquest

as we set sail from Galveston

and call on the beautiful ports ™
in Montego Bay, Grand Cayman
and Cozumel. There is no'better
way to celebrate Halloween than
aboard a funship with Gayribbean
Cruises, Our fantastic Halloween
Costume Party, Nightly Mixers and
SO MUCH MORE! Book Early and get
$75 ship board credit

pSpecial Guest
Celebrity Host

; STASHA KOHL
By J}:amza!jmm $599.00 .

. Forinfunmiadon & itgssssadons
WAy T DUEE e I SESIOYIT S,

pCarnival.

The Rm Shi ps..

Mon, Oct 27 - Sat, Nov 1
5 Night Western Caribbean Cruise Aboard

CARNIVAL ECSTASY

Departs Galveston
Ports of call: Cozumel * Progresso Yucatan

For Booking Contact Cruise Director Derek Young
1-866-929-7779

ACTIVITIES PLANNED WITH ANITA BUMP
Halloween Bash | Scavenger Hunt | Bingo | Dance Party
Talent Show | Beach Party | Pool Party
Music by XM Radio’s DJ Mark

For More Information Please Visit:
www.pridecruise.net www.anitabump.com
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hile exploring the steep.,

crooked streefs of this “town

that fime forgol,” you will

feel as if you are in some

surreal Victorian theme park. The charm-

ing architecture includes elegant, pas-
tel-hued "Painted Lady™ mansions and
gorgeous buildings constructed from na
tive Arkansas limestone. The entire town is
listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. Even the local McDanald's is
housed in a Victorian-style building,
painted several shades of lavender with
gingerbread trim, For many, the appeal
of Eureka Springs, Arkansas, lies in the
odd but wonderful sense you feel here of
having escaped the real world.

The City That Water Built
Eureka Springs has been attracting visi-
tors from all over the world for aver 125

Park it here: The enfrance to Basin Springs Park, site of the place where Eureka Springs began.

years. While not discovered by the white
man until the 1800s, the healing waters
in the area had been a sacred gather
ing spot for Native Americans for eans.

Legend has it that a blind Sioux
princess regained her sight at the
springs. The site that is now Basin
Spring—Eureka Springs's epicenter
today—was so revered, it is said. that
warring tribes of Osage, Cherokee, and
Delaware Indians would lay down their
arms to drink from and soak in the pure,
cool waters together.

The town was officially founded
July 4, 1879, and named Eureka Springs
(Greek for “I have found it"}. Within a
year, the population ballocned from
400 to 10,000. Eureka Springs quickly
became one of America's most thriving
spa towns. The population, and flow of
visitors, began to dwindle over time as

modern medicine pooh-poched the
curative powers of the water. Today it is
a village of just 2,300.

Getting Domesticated

Long a hotspot for the hetero wedding
industry—wedding chapels and
haneymoon suites with heart-shaped
bathtubs abound—the town made
national headlines last May when

the city council unanimously voted to
establish a domestic partnership registry
open fo gay and straight couples.
Openly gay city clerk Mary Jean

"M.J." Sell, who maintains the registry,

is also an ordained minister who often
officiates unions. Since the domestic
partnership registry took effect last June,
mare than 150 coupies from 11 states
have paid the $35 fee and received
certificates. Domestic-partnership status
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Gay-reka! SRR

is not the equivalent of marriage—in
2004, Arkansas voters approved a state
constitutional amendment banning
same-sex marriage—but the cerlificate
has symbolic value for many couples
and may help couples obtain partner
benefits from employers that offer them.

National media alttention on the do-
mestic-partnership registry made many
people aware of gay Eureka for the first
time. One local preacher inadvertently
helped the cause of gay tourism by de-
claring Eureka Springs “the most homo-
sexual city in the South.”

Last December, the dreaded Ameri-
can Family Association [AFA) released
a 28-minute, gay-bashing documen-
tary about Eureka Springs titled They're
Coming To Your Town. Gay News Bureau
asserts that the American Family Associ-
ation may have aclually boosted queer
tourism fo Eureka Springs: "Conversely,
in away, the AFA is one of the best ad
agencies we've ever had. Thanks fo the
attention the video has generated in
the blogosphere, a great many more
potential tourists now know about this
progressive, enlightened, inclusive ofi-
beat little town." In March, Oklahoma
legislator Sally Kern gave Eureka more

free publicity, when she condemned the

town in her antigay diafribe that weni

around the world.

Diversity Events

With four disfinct yet mild
seasons, Eureka Springsis o
fabulous place to vacation
any time, but gay travelers
particularly like to visit for the
Diversity Weekends staged
throughout the year—in
spring, summer, and fall (sup-
plemented by other queer
weekends, including the Eureka Gras Ex

travaganza in February). Throngs of gay,

lesbian, bisexual, and fransgender folk
from near and far descend on Eureka

Springs. and the hills come alive with the

sound of partying. There are two more
Diversity Weekends in 2008, August 1-3
and Ocfober 30-November 2.

Of course, a significant percentage
of Diversity Weekend revelers are
straight. The youth of today, even
those living in the Ozarks, grew up on
Will & Grace. This queer-hip Internat
generation is more sophisticated than
we can probably grasp. The youngsters
have tons of gay friends, they Tivo Ellen
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We are family: A crowd of quéer and queer-friendly Eureka Springers (including the writer,

on the far right) revel in front of the historic Basin Park Hotel.

DeGeneres, and they know where the
best party is.

Many visitors are surprised fo learn
gay barsin ':'Jl"‘ ka Springs.
f Europe, there just
isn't much need for them hers. In the

reka Springs.

there are no
As in some parls ¢

alternate universe that is Eu

National media attention on the domestic-  touris
partnership registry made many people aware
of gay Eureka for the first ime. One local
preacher inadvertently helped the cause of
gay tourism by declaring Eureka Springs
“the most homosexual city in the South.”

pretty much all of the bars are gay
fr -_’:_‘r‘l-:'jl‘.r'.

Eureka Springs lodging opfions run
the gamut from histeric 19th-cenfury
hotels fo dude ranches, modern chain
motels, mom-and-pop lodges, luxury
og cabins and tree houses, Victorian
cottages and bungalows, and so many
bed-and-breakfasts that the town pro-
motes itself as America's B&B Capital.
There's even a “Bikers Or‘uly ' motel (Eu-
reka is big with motorcycle enthusiasts).

How Did Eureka Get 50 Gay?
From its infancy, Eureka Springs has been
a magnet for artists, writers. musicians,

and other creative types. Long before
the hippies arrived in the '60s—and they
are still here, evidenced by a referen-
dum passed by the fown two years ago
making marijuana o “low priority” for
law enforcement—Eureka was known for
its live-and-let-live culture. And wherever

vou have art and music and
m and flower children,
you have an abundance of
homos.

The astounding array of
cultural offerings has defi-
nitely attracted the gays. The
nationally acclaimed Opera
n the Ozarks presents its 58th
season this summer with Cosi
Fan Tutte, La Boheme, and The Mikado.
Once designated a "top 25 arts desti
nation" by American Style magazine,
Eureka Springs stands to benefit enor-
mously from the 2010 opening of the
Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art,
located an hour away in Bentonville and
founded and funded by Wal-Mart heir-
ess Alice Walton.

Eureka Springs celebrates its May
Festival of the Arts with events and
activities, gallery walks, and special
exhibits every day throughout the
month. Any time of year, visitors to the
Art Colony can see a dozen arfists at
work and purchase pieces directly from

the artisi, The Eureka Springs School of
the Arts offers summer workshops faught
by local artists. The Writers' Colony af
Dairy Hollow provides fellowships to visit-
ing scribes—which recently included this
author—and presents public readings
and other events. On May 9, the Writ-
ers' Colony and a local bookstore will
host an evening with Texas musician,
writer, and former gubernatorial hopeful
Kinky Friedman. Then, on May 17, Eureka
Springs Theatre Company will stage a
town talent show

The Sights

Eureka sightseeing attractions include
Onyx Cave Park, which marks the site
where the Cherokee peocple stopped
on the Trail of Tears-forced march from
Georgia in 183%; Quigley's Castle, a sin-
gular nature-inspired residence and gar-
den; Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge, a
big-cat home; the world's largest wind
chimes, built at Celestial Windz Harmaon-
ic Bizaar; Keels Creek Winery; and the
Eureka Springs & North Arkansas Railway
excursion train. The most popular tourist
activity in Eureka Springs. however, is

just piddling around town, exploring the
narrow, winding streets of this small burg
(which has no stoplights and only two
four-way stops). Browse the specialty
shops and art galleries downtoewn, and
hang out at Eureka’s epicenter, Basin
Park, the site of everyone's favarite
Diversity Weekend ritual—a mass
display of affectic

Carfoonist/entrepreneur Robert Rip-
ley immortalized the landmark Basin Park
Hotel, built in 1905, in his "Ripley's Believe
It or Not" newspaper panel series as
the eight-floor hotel with every floor at
ground level. {The hotel is built against
the side of a hill, and walkways on the
rear of the building connect each floor
to terra firma.)

The Crescent Hotel &Spa, built in
1884, is a stately imestone "Castle in the
Air" with its own fascinating history—
which includes one-time ownership by
the notorious medical charlatan Ner
man Baker. Supposedly haunted, both
the Crescent and Basin Park offer
ghost tours.

public

A 47-foot Jesus

Along with the many GLBT travelers
who visit and spend their dollars in
Eureka Springs. religious taurists are

also important to the area. Christian
attractions include May-Cctlober
productions of The Great Passion Play,
a Bible museum, another museum '

25% DISCOUNT | |

on stays of four ar more. |
days i e same roam

Atlantis Events

18-26 October 2008 + Los Angeles - Mexico on

jacations 2009 Frogram

Experience The Beauty and Pleasure of
0

F ol sl

“A comfortable & welcoming
place... [ love it!"

—Tom

e o

Suites ovailable for

private patio, Jocuzzi.
Divine breakfast in our

Private Steamroom and 2
person shower in every unif.

handicapped; full kitchen,

beautiful inner courtyard.

8 BedAndBreakfostOfSantaFe.com

21-28 February 2009 + Ea stern Carlbhean

18-25 April 2009 + Mexican Riviera o

7-17 August 2009 + European Hearﬂand F||.r:~r Cruise on Ama
14-24 August 2009 + Legendary Danube River Cruise on dms

Thesa popular programs are filling quickly, call now for best selection.

Atlantis RSVP

wWay

PLAY

1705 Paseo de Peralta, Santa Fe, NM 87501

877.982.2078/Linda@BedAndBreakfastOfSantaFe.com

“CONCIERGE
TRAVEL, INC.

vacations

www ennciol jetrvel ce
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devoted to debunking evolution, and
a garish 67-foot statue of Jesus, Christ
of the Ozarks, which can be seen from
miles around. Local wags have dubbed
the boxy, while
Milk Carton of the Czarks; others say it
looks like Willie Nelson in a dress. All of this
was the vision of villainous white suprema-
cist ond anti-Semite Gerald L. K. Smith,
oot of the statue,

seven-siory figure the

who is buried at the

making it the world's large
All is not lost, thouah, for GLBT church
-al and lacking

I gravestone.

goers. Mare ecume
(}HP:'."lvf= racist baggage is Thorncrown

a popular site for weddings and

o*l‘.t}-’
wood structure designed by architect
Fay Jones has been ranked fourth on an

eremonies. The stunning glass-and

American Institute of Architects list of the
greatest buildings of the 20th century.

Many gay Christians in Eureka aftend
the Metropolitan Community Church of
the Living Spring, which recently weath

it scandal. The

an embe
ngregat

el =
A

MO

L L

of another GLBT-affirming church, the

vorships in the facility

Eureka Unitanan IIr.|\ arsalist Fellowship

Where's the ch Bar?

Qy Dars, per s, In
are no straight bars
aight residents and

visitors mingle comfortably in a handful of

E:_. aka Sp

nightspots catering to o
The co
Eureka Liv

WIWW UMK '.Ill\' g.net) may

¢ underground nighfc
[t | '.."l'

N

= |

bar, but it con

. Main
D.L,OIT‘]

conhinued on page 56

For more information

about queer Eureka:

Eureka Pride

www.eurekapride.com
Diversity Pride Events

wiww diversitypride.com
Eureka Springs Tourist Center

www . eurekasprings.com/alternative
Gay OI' Arkansas

www arkansasvacation.com
Gay News Bureau

www.gaynewsburaau.com/gay-fravel-guide
ES Folk: Progressive News Online
www.estolk.wordpress.com
Norhwest Arkansas GLBT Community Center
(in nearby Bentonvile)

www.nwaglblcc.org
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Is that a sign on your street or...7

While quite suggestive, the sign on the Palace Hotel

and Bath House also reminds visitors that the spot was once a brothel.

Pampering—a Eureka fradition

hile nobody romas here to
*“take the cure” anymore, the
spa-town tradition continues

at the Palace Hotel and Bath House
(135 Spring St., 479/253-7474, www.
palacehotelbathhouse.com), built
in 1201. Enjoy a mineral bath in one
of the original clawfoot tubs ar a
eucalyplus steam bath in an antique
wooden barrel steam cabinet.

In its heyday, the Palace was
ot just a hotel, but a brothel as
well. Nowadays, the Palace is
sometimes called The Phallus. You
can understand that moniker when
you take a gander at the hilariously

suggestive vertical sign, said to be the
first neon sign west of the Mississippi.

Massage is hugely popular in
Eureko. The practitioner considered
the best in town by many is Dominic
Fabis af the Eureka Massage Center
(117 Wall 5t., 479/253-5498, www.,
eurekamassagecenter.nel). Apres
massage, freat yourself next door af
North Star (119 Wall St., 479/244-6200,
www.northstarjuicebar.com), an
excellent vegetarian restaurant and
juice bar.

A number of other day spas around
town can satisfy your pamper-me
needs. Fora list, check out www.,
eurekasprings.com/healing.

Stay A WhiLE
TRdor

An Extended Stay
lsland Favorlte'

] e _-\-ﬁ:k___

Hawthorn Suites at the
Victorian Resort
* Free Hot Breakfast Daily
* Free Intermet Access
* fFree Social Hour Each
Wednesday Evening
and two bedroom suites
Gulfview balconies

® Spacious one

W ‘_i- D

Two Swimming Poaols for
Year-Round Fun

More Resort Amemttes

» Fitness Cente
|' HE |\ VIliGn an s

Group Sales and Catenng

Service

. N

opportun

L I!‘| 't—| -l"u irt

fferav riety of meeting

your events

Bring Ad in at
Check-In for
$10 OFF

first night stay!

valid thru Aug, 28, 2008 SUOE
Not valid'with any other

disc cumts during holidays or
ecial event weekends,

HAWTHORN
————SUITES————
at
The Victorian Resort
& Conference Center

6300 Seawall » Galveston

800-231-6363
www.hawthorn.com

For a leisurely week-long get-away or a spontaneous weekend escape, you will feel
right at home at either of two distinctive guest lodgings in a gay and lesbian
destination where the altitude is high and the attitude is low. Choose a peaceful
retreat in a quiet country setting or a charm-chocked hideaway in the heart of the

historic district.

Stay vith famlly

Designed with you in mind, Eureka
House is a beautifully appointed
vacation home on 12 private acres-- just
five minutes from downtown Eureka
Springs. Groups from 1-6 people can be
accommodated comfortably. Enjoy the

large yard and spacious decks.

Eureka House
wwwmrekahnuse_.tum

Or §tay with Friendly . .

Whether you are a couple looking for a
quiet, romantic weekend or a fun-loving
group of up to 12, Fly Me to the Moon
Vacation Rentals can meet your needs
with one of our three completely
remodeled and professionally
decorated homes on Spring Street.

Fly Me to the Moon

~ fiymezmoon.ovelycountycom

800-985-6224

Give your Gaydar a rest. The Agenda is here:

On-line resources for GLBT visitor and relocation information for Eureka Springs

are just a click away.

@)))

Gay News Bureau wwwgaynewsbureau com

Eureka Pnde LAAA emekapnde com

\Where to stay, play, cruise, dance, drink, dine and shop in the gayest city in the South.
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where all the kids come to dance; The
Lumberyard (105 E. Van Buren/Hwy. 62
479/253-0400), a lesbian-owned venue
that hosts Diversity Weekend drag shows;

sed from page 5

and The Cat House Lounge (82 Armstrong

at Main §t., 864/363-7976), where popular
lecal bluegrass band Mountain Sprout
often plays.

Eat, Drink, and Be Mary...

Eureka prides itself on its incredible
restaurants, and some of the very best
happen fo be gay-owned: Ermilio’s (26
White St., 479/253-8004], Katherine's
Cafe Amore (2070 E. Van Buren/Hwy. 62

479/253-7192), Goskin's Cabin (2883 Hwy

23 N., 479/253-5446), and Sonny's Pizza
(119 N. Main, 479/253-2307).

New Delhi Cafe (2 N. Main 5t
479/253-2525), which serves an Indian

food buffet and deli

andwiches. 15 one
in town.

‘hiel Fields,

an occasional perfarmer, is a superstar
waifing to happen.)

Falling in the "gay-friendly” caf-
Main 5t.

cal Flavor (71

Getting There
Continental Express offe
stop flights from Busl

to Northwest Arkan

I oMYy
6, listed at
www.confi

Another option
(www.southwest.com) offers
from I—.m.l-.h':! Hobby o Tulsg, O

which is about 155 miles from Eureka

: Southwest Airlines

klahoma
Springs, with its " (

that start at $182 roundlrip (via Dt
las). Contin

enta

vice from Hauston Intercontinental

| Express offers 1

o Tulsa (the lowest advance-purchase

fime was $226)

round-irip fare

e

Gay-owned Eureka Springs Limousine

(479/244-6320, www.eurekalimo.com)
serves both the Bentonville and Tuls:
airports. Fares start at $55.

Greyhound offers regular service o
Bentonville. The round-trip
time was $202,

Eureka Springs is located in the north-
west corner of Arkansas, just south of the
Missouri border, and is about 628 miles
from Houston. Don't rely on Mapguest's

fare at press
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Wanna Get Away" fares
r

i Shop till they drop: Small Wonder (17A Spring St.) is one of several gay-owned
businesses in Eureka Springs.

Shopper's Paradise

Among the numerous gay-owned shops is A Byrd's Eye View (34 N. Main 5t.,
479/253-0200, www.aobyrdseyeview.com), which features a gay section with gifts

and personal items.

Gourmet Eureka (123 Spring §t., 888/838-0838, www.gourmet-eureko.com) is o
specialty food shop owned by Danny Abraham and Bill White, who moved there

from Houston four years ago.

Easily the most unique shop in town is the gay-owned Mountain Eclectic (104
N. Main, 479/343-9059), where an active spring flows inside the store. The dwelling

was originally o cave-cooled residence built around Gadd Spring.

Other gay-owned retailers include The Cherokee Store (144 W. Van Buren,
479 /253-5656. www.cherokeestore.com). Fusion Squared (84 Spring St.. 479/253-
/253-2202, www.regalichandmade.com), Qutf on
Main [249 N. Main, 479/253-8449), Fain's Herbacy (61 N. Main $1., 479/253-5687), and

4999), Regalia (128 Spring St., 479
Sweet Spring Antiques 2 Pine St., 479/253-6644).

Patronize “Family”-Operated Lodgings:
Twenty percent of the 3,000 rooms in Eureka Spring

1940s motor court, perhaps the gayest place in fown).

For the guintessential bed-and-breakfast experience, try the beautifully
appointed Heart of the Hills Inn. Located high above downtown is The Woods Resort,
a secluded property with 23-foot-high tree-house bungalows that feature Jacuzzi
tubs and fireplaces. Owner Frank Green, a rare Eureka native (most residents hail
from somewhere else), can arange commitment ceremonies, which start at $50.
The quaint Candlestick Coftage Inn is located near downtown. Under the same
ownership is Autumn Moon, a vacation house at nearby Lake Lucerne (sometimes
called Lake Lesbian). Innkeeper Denise Coleman, an ordained minister, is available
for anybody who wants to get hitched. Pond Mountain Lodge and Resori, once
the estate of the man who invented the Toni home perm, offers horseback riding
and fishing ponds. Owner Judy Jones welcomes non-guests who just want to stop
by for a trail ide on horseback. Eureka House is a spacious two-bedroom vacation

rental on 12 acres, perfect for a group.

10-hour estimate. Given the mountain want to return. And who knows? You
roads in Arka should expect at may have a “Eureka moment." as | did.

least 12 and decide to stay. B
With oll it h-:,s rn offer 'h-’ GLBT trave
er, Eureka Springs should be ¢ -._nw,m:r:-;re-j Brodley David Wiliams is a longtime

| parwith Key West, Province

ara- Springs and maintains «
ernailtromtheozarks. bicgs

|1| T Springs as a gay vacation ¢ g at www

dise. Once you visit, you will defir -l-a-_-_Iy

are gay owned, Tradewinds
Motel offers a discount of $35 to any couple who visits fo fake advantage of the
registry and stays twa or more nights (with its campy Rock Hudson Suite and cute

1, and contributor to QutSmart. He lives in Eureka

Whew are You golng
to make your escape?

For an Attractions & Visitors Guide call (866) 947-4387 or visit eurekasprings.org
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Hair and mskeup
Carol Wagener/Page.713
Models: Sarah

1@ Bindhammer/Page.713,
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This summer,

look your best
in and out
of the water

Photos by
John Conroy

To quote
a civic ad
campaign from
the previous
century, Houston's
hot. Whether you
are spending

the next sizzling
months at home
or taking your sexy
self on the road,
these fashions

will help you look
fabulous all sum-
mer—whether you

are splashing in .

the pool or loung-
ing languorously
beside it.

Back to the tropics:
Aaron wears a RA
floral shirt, $124, and
Sixty pink shorts,
$160, from M2M
Style Lounge.
Sunglasses
from M2M.

_,)‘




jard on duty:
arah lounges In an
Andrew Christian lifeguard
L tank, $32.50, Pistol Pete
L shorts with yellow belt, $54,
i and Killerbeads necklace,
- $10.50, from Male UWear. _ i M2M Style Lounge.

e

i




Aprés pool: Sarah
dons a dress by
Diesel, $170, fram

M2M Style Lounge.

White party:

Aaron faces the

sun in a Sixty sweater,
$151, and white Hugo
Boss pants, $175, from
M2M Style Lounge.
Sunglasses from M2M.

Store information:
see www.outsmart
magazine.com.
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ETHERIDG

The Revival Tour 2“3‘

\VE
AUGUST 14

ON SALE SATURDAY
MAY 3, 1ZNOON!

BROWN THEATER

al Wortham Center
ticketmaster outlets ® 713-629-3700 ¢ ueglive.com

Arg 108

MELISSAETHERIDGE.COM

“When you need.it, just pl

CUSTOM CLOSETS
MURPHY BEDS
GARAGE STORAGE
HOME OFFICE
CUSTOM PANTRIES

www.SpaceManager.com

713.688.8808

Guoofll
Free In-Home /?4-1 & OFTICE

Design Consultation
Visit our Showroom at 3556 West TC Jester

BAIE SiyBon

MAINTENANCE
>13'863—32ﬁ&

Memarial Drive

Allen Parkway

= State-of-the-Art Automotive
Repair Facility

* Mechanics Specialize in Both
Import & Demestic Uehicles

* fBuality, Reliable and Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

* Centrally Located with Immediate
Access to I-10 and Memorial
Dr/Rllen Parkway

= AU‘T‘D‘I\;"I‘I:;T‘IVE -
{- G o=yl = Guaranteed Parts & Services
EXCELLENCE

Monday - Friday 7am - Bpm

A candid and
surprising chat
with the at-times
controversial
Latasha Byears
of the Houston
Comels

by Nancy Ford
Photo by Bill Baptist/NBAE/Getty Images

nflate your plastic slappy tubes and

pull those red and blue jerseys out of

winter storage. WNBA game time

has arrived

But first, a look back

Our hometown team, the Houston Com-
ts, was introduced in 1997 with a preseason
rame on the boards of Autry Court at Rice
iversity prior to their debut in Compaqg
nter. The audience watching the play

then was representative of the audience

that watches now: mothers or fathers (usu-
ally, either/or) accompanying their elemen-
tary school-aged daughters (some sons, but
mostly daughters),

The young girls were visibly excited to
see, possibly for the first time, professional
B-ballers whose bodies resembled their own,
Title IX, the 1972 federal legislation that

requires schools to provide equal athletic op-

#
by :

On the rebound: Latasha Byears, in the white jer-
S8y, begins'her second season with the Houston o
Comets this month. The hometown team begins
its 12th WNBA season with a preseason game
May 1 in San Antonio against the Silver Stars.

portunity to both male and female students,
had taught these young girls that they too
could grow up to become leaders and stars in
a profession previously dominated by men.

The other pervasive component of the
audience: the leshians. Old, young, coupled,
in packs, alone, the lesbians came out to the
Compaq Center. In droves. By the hundreds
By the thousands. At halftime, the Sapphic
smokers among them would descend to —
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m continued from previous page

the lower-level puffing area, packing in like
it was last call at Lesbo Lounge. Cruisier
and more estrogenically laden than a
women-only camping festival, it was a sight
to behold.

Television cameras spanning the crowd
broadcast us in all of our sisterly splendor,
easily recognizable to those of us watching
from home

“There’s one, and there's another, and oh,
look at all those sisters!” we would squeal
at the screen.

It wasn't until 2002, five years into the
league’s existence, that a WNBA player
first came out of the closet, with Sue Wicks
of the New York Liberty publicly declaring
her lesbianism.

Closer to home, Houston Comet and the
league's perennial most valuable player,
Sheryl Swoopes, followed suit in 2005
with a much-publicized interview in ESPN
.‘ll[-'!,;_":.':n'-'.'l'.

That same year, long-time WNBA power
forward Latasha Byears was dealing with

publicity of a different sort entirely

orn in Memphis, Tennessee, in 1973,

Latasha Byears began her WNBA
career with the Sacramento Monarchs in
1997, moving on to the Los Angeles Sparks
in 2001. By 2003, she ranked among the top
ten rebounders in league history.

Despite her expertise on the court,
Byears was becoming more famous for her
apggressive style of p|.‘|}. including throw

ing a ball at the face of an opposing player

ptly led by Cynthia Cooper, Sheryl

Swoopes, Tina Thompson, and
the late Kim Perrott, the Houston
Comets gifted Houston with four
consecutive champlonship banners
in the first years of the WNBA, fill-
ing the more sports-minded of our
community with pride and bravado
During those glory years, it wasn't
unusual for most, and often all, of
the 16,000-some seats in Compaq
Center to be filled as well

When the Toyota Center opened in
2003 to accommodate the overflow-
ing fans of the Houston Rockets, the
Comets (in those years owned hy
the Rockets organization) naturally
packed up and followed the men.

Unfortunately, much of the Comets' leshian fan base didn't, Citing reasons such
as a distaste for downtown, increased parking and concession fees, and a sense
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during one game. In 2003, she told G@
magazine that she was the toughest player
in the WNBA.

Five years later, when asked if she is still
the toughest player in the league, Byears
presents a much different image.

“Hmm,” she ponders the question. “I'm
not tough. I'm the smartest now.”

This wizened attitude belies the thug
reputation Byears 15 said to possess, hol
stered by an incident in Los Angeles in 2003
in which she was .!i'('ii:-'t'(], with Ihr;-u,- mern,
of sexual assault INg a waman.

A doppelganger-like scandal was oceur-
ring simultaneously with another basketball
star on another L. A. team. However, despite
the rape accusation levied against him at
the time, superstar Kobe Bryant continued
to play, receiving support from the Lakers
and the team’s front office

Byears? Not so much.

The Lakers-owned Sparks cut the now-
undeniably-out Byears at the start of the
season, prompting her to sue the Lakers for
imposing a double standard on its players

[n 2005 prosecutors dropped the charges
against Byears based on lack of evidence,
her lawsuit was settled, and she rejoined
the WNBA, this time |'a|;|_~'|:'|_'.'_' with the
Washington Mystics

In 2007, Byears signed on with Houston
Comets as a free agent, while continuing to

play in the off-season in Europe.

I atasha Byears was eating dinner
around seven o'clock ']'.|_\|,.-_\ time with

her partner, Brankica, who 1s from Serbia,

when we ﬁ‘!I-:=|-.r by tele ;le'u-l]'L'

OUR NEW HOME

In this candid interview, Byears talks
about her rough reputation, other (alleged)

leshians in the WNBA, and a softer side of

the woman her fans might be surprised to
know exists.

Mancy Ford: When | found out you were in
Turkey, | don't know why | was so surprised,
but that just doesn’t seem like a place that
would welcome women's basketball.

Latasha Byears: Mmm-hmm. Women's bas-
ketball is actually big here in Turkey. I'm
playing for Samsun Sports, right here on the
Black Sea. I've been playing in Turkey now

for the last six or seven vears.

What's it like waking up every morning as
an American in Turkey?

You know, to me, it’s not as interesting
anymore, because now I'm somewhat used
to it. I know I'm in a foreign country, but I
don’t look at it in that way. Growing up, I
never thought I'd be able to see the countries
that I've been able to see, coming where |

come from.

Amazing. Can you be out of the closet there?
Yes. As a matter of fact I'm sitting with my

baby right now

This is going to be your second season
in Houston. Do you see much difference
playing for the Comets than playing for the
Sparks or the Monarchs?

Umm, ves, it's different. There are different

styles, yvou know. The team we had with
the Sparks was just an incredible team. In

Sacramento, we were just starting out. It —+

of disconnectedness from other fans
in the massive arena, many women
stayed away. Attendance fell with the
team's number of wins. Barely 6,000
viewed one game during the 2007
season, according to WomensBas
ketballOnline.com

When the Houston Comets return
to the boards en May 27 to face the
Minnesota Lynx for the first home
game of the season, they will be
welcomed by approximately the
same number of fans that used to be
dwarfed by the massive Toyota Cen-
ter, which requires 20,000 butts to fill.
Team owner and furniture purveyor
Hilton Koch, who bought the Comets
in January 2007, announced last

December that he would move the team to the 24, 000-ish-square-foat Reliant
Arena, a far cozier venue that seats a maximum of 8,500 people.
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t continued from page 66

was the beginning of the league. It was just
like a growing thing in Sacramento.

Right, right. Well, obviously, there are big
changes in Houston this year, going from
the Toyota Center to Reliant Arena. A lot of

maybe this is a chance to pick up the fan
support again.

| see it as a very positive situation. And
of course, Swoopes is gone. What do you
suppose is going to be the Comets’ biggest
challenge with her taking off to Seattle?

Well, Sheryl is a legend. Everyone knows

At the end of the day, you have to sit back and
look at the people who are coming to our games.
It’s not just people with their “friends.” It's
gays and lesbians that are in the stands. Once
the league starts to recognize that, | think the
league will be better off.

the women I've talked to are happy about
the change in venue because they think
it's going to enhance the socialization and
the party spirit among the fans. What do
you think?

I think it's great, too. Smaller venue, right?
I feel like the fans could feel like they're
closer with a smaller venue, as opposed to
the Toyota Center, because it's so big. You
know, the fan support has been down, so

that. But this is a business, first. That's how
everyone has to look at this—it's a business.
You know, at the end of the day you have to
sit down and make a decision. I just trust
management to do the right thing. I'm only
a player for the team. I don't make those
kind of decisions.

So it really didn't surprise you much to
learn that she’d signed with Seattle?

It was somewhat of a surprise. Sheryl has
been a Houston player forever. You say
“Houston Cemets” and you think “Sheryl
Swoopes.”

When Swoopes came out in 2005, she
had already signed a deal, or was about
to, with Olivia Cruises for lesbians. Do
you have any similar endorsements or
deals?

[Snickers] Nawww. When I started, there
were no deals like that. It's funny. You know,
['ve been like this [a lesbian] my whole life.
This is the lifestyle that I live. I don’t know
any other way to live or whatever, or be in
the closet and all of this stuff. That's never
been my situation. My situation is like be-
ing too real, and being open-like, Basically,
[T've always had an] I-don’t-give-a-f**k-type
attitude.

The people who know me understand
me. For the people on the outside looking
in, sometimes they don't understand. They
just go off on stories that theyv've heard
about me.

I never once eried about the WNBA mar-
keting me, or anything like that. [ just make
it happen elsewhere, you know what 1 mean?
Olivia Cruises? If they were to endorse me,
man, you know that whole ghip would be
rackin’! [Laughs] —

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.
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Well, I'll tell you what—1'd buy a ticket!
|Laughing] That's what I'm saying! You
know, if they were to endorse me, I guaran-
tee you they wouldn't have an empty seat
on that ship.

I've got a feeling you're right. So you've
always been out of the closet, as long as
you can remember?

Mmm-hmm.

Amazing. What was that like, growing up?
It was an easy transition for me, because my
aunt has been gay her whole life, also, So |
looked up to her a lot. And I really never
cared. really. ] mean, it was just natural.

Well, you've got so much visibility in the
WNBA. It's a lot of responsibility.

It's a lot of responsibility, but at the end of

the day, you have to sit back and look at the
people who are coming to our games. [t's not
just people with their “friends.” It's gays and
lesbians that are in the stands. Once the
league starts to recognize that, I think the
league will be better off.

I just wish every lesbian in the WNBA—
[ just wish everybody—would come out. It
would be better. Don’t be afraid for your job.

" GATERING NOW AVAILABL‘E‘ f
35 yearsof:
~memorable times .

e
"'f AUE (‘ll‘ll(-’lN..‘,l
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CATERING 713-977- 4000

2704 Navigation Bivd, Houston, TX 77003. .
Phone 713-228-1175 - Fax 713-229-9758

www.ninfas.com
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I mean, hey, this is you! I can’t tell everyone
when to come out and when not to come out.
But I know it would make them feel better.

Right, right. Give me a ballpark figure:
What do you think is the percentage of
lesbians in the WNBA?

Oh, wow. You know what? I can’t give you
an accurate percentage, but I know that
percentage is pretty high.

That's my feeling too. Well, just take a look
at the players! The gaydar screams!

Well, | really appreciate your integrity
coming forth with this information and
how you feel about being a lesbian. It's
a big deal.

I'm proud to be one, really, to tell you the
truth, because in my eyes it's one of the
most difficult lifestyles to live. People are
always judging you, and over the years you

just grow a thick skin, you know?

What would you say to the young people,
the young kids about coming out? There
seems to be a big audience, a big fan base,
not just with the lesbians but also with the
young kids.

Well, what I would say to the young kids
is, I think you have to sit down with your
parents. | understand it is not easy to come

for 2007

S80s
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out of the closet when you're young. I guess
my childhood was just different. My mom
just showed me that love, and didn't have
discrepancies about, “Well, you ean’t do
this and you can’t wear your hair a certain
length and you can’t dress this way.” | didn't
have any of that.

So 1 just respect that from my childhood,
and I would just say it depends on your fam-
ily. That’s why a lot of the girls haven’t come
out—because of their family, their job, and
what people say about them.

But Latasha? I never had that problem.
My only problem is just dealing with the
critics and the naysayers and the peaple who
hate, But the people who hate are just the
people who are ignorant. There are people
who are doing the same thing I'm doing,
but they're in the closet. So that’s why 1 sit
back and I laugh.

It's really hard to understand, isn't it? It's
almost like deceit is encouraged.
Mmm-hmm. Well, you know, I've been an
underdog my whole life, so this is not new
to me. And I never quit. I never give up. I
don't believe in that.

So you'll get back to Houston when train-
ing starts. What do you do to relax when
you're here?

Vaolvo -
Clearl ake

&

When I'm in Houston? Oh, I've matured a lot.
['m not really into partying or clubs or stuff
like that anymeore. I just chill with friends.
My baby came last summer, so we just spent
a lot of time together.

Per your interview in 2003 with USAToday,
do you still have plans to eventually open
a restaurant or nightclub?

Yes, and I started my own entertainment
company, Can't Stop a Diamond from Shin-
ng Entertainment, and I have a DVD com-
ng out of my life story. It's very inspirational
for kids growing up who have been through
something. We're looking for it to drop this
summer sometime. I'm producing it along
with my [business] partner, Mike Marangu
Snoop Dogg—Puff Puff Pass Tour]. No one
in the WNBA has ever put out anything
like this.

And [ just want to say—and you can put
this in the magazine—to all of these Internet
bloggers who have nothing else to do with
their time but chop up Latasha Byears: tell
em thank you. I just want to thank them
for all of the press. [Laughs] Just keep it up.
l'ell 'em to keep up the good work, because
[ know they have nothing else to do with
their time but just sit around at home on the
computer all day.

Well, like the old saying goes, there's no
such thing as bad publicity. If you have
your name out there, it’s a chance to im-
pact people. What would you most like
Houston fans or any fans to know about
Latasha Byears?

That 1 have a big heart. I have the Lata-
sha Byears Foundation, which gives kids
a chance to go to basketball camps. We
give away shoes, we give away turkeys at
Thanksgiving, A lot of people don't know
these things—that’s why I'm talking to
you to get this message out. People will
see, when this DVD drops, the real side of
Latasha Byears.

There's nothing 1 wouldn't do for my
teammates or anybody. That’s just how 1
was raised. Besides all the tattoos and all
of that, I'm a great person, and sometimes
my playing on the court doesn’t show
that. But, you know, it's a business. It's
all entertainment. And that's what 1 do.
I entertain.

And tell Olivia if they want a real en-
trepreneur, tell 'em to call Latasha Byears.
[Laughs] Tell ’em I got some great, ideas!

Nancy Ford interviewed Judy Shepard for
OutSmart’s April issue.
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James Kudelka

Through his work, the gay choreographer of a ballet that premieres
this month considers questions that may surprise dance aficionados

by Marene Gustin
Photo by Amitava Sarkar/Houston Ballet

ven as a dancer I was never really athletic. I grew up
on a farm, and | went away to ballet school at 10 to get

out of having to join a baseball team,” says Canadian

choreographer James Kudelka with a laugh. “That

W¥

whole hockey thing
on the Canadian five-dollar hill
just doesn’t turn my crank.”
The ballet world should be
grateful to baseball for that.
After graduating from the
National Ballet School in 1972,
Kudelka joined the National
Ballet of Canada as a dancer.
He soon began choreographing
his own dances. In 1981 Kudelka
switched to Les Grand Ballets
Canadiens in Montreal as a
principal dancer and became the
resident choreographer of that
company in 1984. He returned to
the National in 1992 as artist in
residence and was chosen as ar-
tistic director in 1996. He stayed

with the National until 2005,

In training: James Kudelka (center) rehearses members of the Houston
Ballet company in preparation for the world premiere this month of his new
work, Little Dancer, at Wortham Center.

the same vear he received the
Order of Canada, that nation’s
highest civilian honor. These
days, the 52-year-old artist spends most of his time with his partner,
Jim Wies, in an Ontario hamlet of 600 called Vittoria with their
two dogs and three cats. Next month, the couple will open a bread
company, where Kudelka—a graduate of the bread-baking course
at the French Culinary Institute in New York, as well as one of the
preeminent ballet choreographers today—plans to spend his days.
“You really feel like you are doing something useful if vou can make
a good croissant,” he says.

Luckily for ballet-goers, Kudelka will still spend the winter
months, when the snows are high, doing something else really useful:
choreographing one or two new dances a season. This year Kudelka
created The Ruins Proclaim the Building Was Beautiful for the San
Francisco Ballet and is now polishing his Little Dancer for Houston
Ballet. The world premiere of the latter work will take place on May
22 during a repertory evening titled Three Classics, Five Tangos.

“It'’s in three sections set to Philip Glass's Eighth Symphony,”
Kudelka says of his new work. “I was attracted to it because it
gets slower and slower as it goes on. It has a lot of rhythm and

harmonic changes.”
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Kudelka has amassed a body of work of more than 70 ballets in
a variety of styles. He has tackled everything from full-length clas
sies (such as a new Nuferacker and a controversial updating of Swan
Lake, which introduced gender paolitics to the warhorse) to intimate
solos and contemporary
short works. The first work
he choreographed was a
solo for a ballerina at the
National, and he says he
once always viewed himself
through the female dancers
“But now I find I can relate
to groups of men,” he says.
“Women en pointe, the ethe-
real muse, is not as interest-
ing to me anymore.”

Kudelka’s new work for
Houston Ballet begins with
a 20-minute ensemble for 12
men. “I find the dynamics of
how men work together is
very interesting,” he says
“Are men the new women?
Are women the new men? I
always try to look at ideas
Ballet isn't just a form of en-
tertainment that costs more
than a movie. It's a powerful thing, particularly with the men. I didn't
have a lot of friends growing up. So I'm fascinated by how men work
together and bond. It’s what they do in the army. Those men have

such camaraderie, such a need for each other—even heterosexual

men who would rather hang around with their buddies than be with

their women. This just fascinates me.”

Marene Gustin, who writes about the arts and dining, reported on
new restaurants for the April OutSmart.

AT THE BALLET

Houston Ballet presents Three Classics, Five Tangos at the Wortham
Theater Center May 22, 24, 30, and 31 at 7:30 p.m. and May 25 and
June 1 at 2 p.m. For tickets (534 $120): 713/227-2787, 800.828.2787,
or www.houstonballet.org. ® In addition to the world premiere of
James Kudelkas Little Dancer, the evening includes the Houston
premiere of Falling, a work ereated by Houston Ballet artistie director

Stanton Welch (“Dancing King,” February 2003 OutSmart).
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OutSmart at Home

by Tim Brookover

LOOK AND LISTEN

From innovative doors to high-tech toys to local art,
these ideas can make home a better place to see and hear

IT'S AUTOMATIC

Want to upgrade your hame but not quite ready
for a 100-inch TV set? Will Breaux of Audio Video
Designs offers aother ideas:

* "Flat panel plasmas and LCDs
continue to mmprove, get shim-
mer, and get larger. The newest
generation can be only 1.5
inches thick” New sets from
Hitachi (like the model, right)
in store this spring range from
32 (%1,999.95) to 47 inches
(price not announced at press
time)

* "Home automation continues
to be a growing trend. Eve

the r-priced systems have
added features comparable to

much more expensive systems,
bringing the prce 1o a much
more attainable ley

ing control is ancther

that is growing. Newer systems can be added
to any hanging or adding any ad-
ditional w ows huge flexibility to anyone
with a home for a relatively small amount

Me that in with an automation system, and every-
thing can run seamlessly and conveniently. Both
heme autamation and |

se without

chting contral have the
potential to pay for themselves in energy savings.
= "Distributed audio 1s quickly changing from a
luxury to a standard in many new homes. Newer,
less expensive, and more energy-efficient systems
give you the ability to dock an iPod and control

it from any room of the house. Listen to sate
lite radio in one room and scan your computer's

music for your
favonte song in

another. All of this can happen on a small screen
that fits in the space of a standard light switch” The
Essentia system by Muvo (above) i1s one brand
“This system is also the only system of its kind

to be EnergyStar certified for energy efficency,”
Breaux says

Audio Wideo Designs. 7300 Southwest Frwy,
713/776-8444, www.avdesignshouston.com,
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BIG PICTURE

"Projection techniology is one trend that cont
jectors have been good fo

=aUx, one
vith the price

s that would have
are showing up in living rox
with more ambient light. R

because ney

rear-projection sys
seen?

Who not indeed? The system pictured i1s by Stewart's Starglass. Other bra
Filmscreens, Breaux adwises, *If you are thinking that is
sion system like this can start under $5K installed!

a bit over the top, consider that & 100-inch telew-

Audio Video Designs. 7300 Southwest Frwvy, 713/776-8444, www.avdesignshouston.com

A GLASS ACT

Sliding-glass room dividers from
SpaceMan Home & Office offer an
elegant solution for homeowners who
want to wall off an area but main-
tain a sense of light and openness

(or renters for whom a construction
project isn't an option). The glass-
in-aluminum-frame doors can be
custom made to order, but Space-
Man stocks doors—manufactured by
Houston-based Sliding Glass Door
Company—in various standard widths,
says owner and president David Linda
Doors range from $500 to $800 each,
depending on the size and type of
glass (plus installation costs). The four
doaors for the 12-foot span pictured
would cost about 3,500, a sum that includes installation. “If you were to actually frame, Sheetrock, and
paint, it's really not that different,” Linda says of the cost comparison. “So you've got a completely dif-

Private, gated enclave of 39 luxury garden homes, nestled in the
heart of Houston and minutes from everything intown has to offer.

GATED COMMUNITY | PRIVATE BACKYARDS | LARGE LIVING AREAS
HARDWOOD FLOORS | STAINLESS STEEL KITCHEN APPLIANCES
LUXURIOUS BATHROOMS WITH TRAVERTINE MARBLE TILE
GRANITE COUNTERTOPS | LUSHLY LANDSCAPED PARK AND WALKING TRAIL
LOCATED MINUTES FROM MIDTOWN, DOWNTOWN
AND THE MUSEUM DISTRICT

Don Puryear, Realtor

REMBX

Metro

Representing buyers & sellers

Licensed Atlorney
Owner -'Hilljljl:ly Tails Dog Spa

713.302.6543

Luxury from
~__the Low 5200

Finding a Home for
Him.

Finding a Home for

You.

“Otis*
Scouts Honor Rescue

donpuryear@remax.net
www.innerloophomesales.com

Ara. IMNCO.

CWWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1808 BY THE MILAN FAMILY

BE PREPARED
HURRICANE SEASON

“Now Installing Hurricane Impact Windows”

No Interest
Six Months.

Galveston (409) 762-9652 or Toll-free 1-888-6-Aramco (1-888-6-272626)
5105 BROADWAY, GALVESTON

www.aramcostormprotection.com
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MEET THE ARTIST
AT SURPRISES
Fused-glass artist
Kerry Cleaver

May 9 & 10,

Noon to 5 p.m.

Free gift with purchase.
Wine tasting from

La Fuente Winery

Briar Grove Plaza 6100 Westheimer Houston, TX 77057
713.266.9400 www.surprisesgifts.com Tue-Sat 10-6

Looking for Crate & Barrel, Restoration
Hordware; Storehouse Style Furniture?

Come and see the smart alternative!

No fancy showroom -
we really are a
warehouse in the
Heights - just

trend setting
furniture at

30% to 50%

less than your
favorite stores

and catalogs.

Chic Warehouse

727 Yale Street » One Block West of Heights Blvd.
(713) 822-3392

Wed. - Fri. 10am - 3pm & Sat. 10am - Spnt » Sun. Ham - Spm
Find us on: htip://houston.citysearch.com/bestof/winners/ furniture

Chic Warchouse™ is not associaied with amy retinl stove. All brond names
and trodemarks are the properiy of their respective holders and are
referenced here for deseriptive purposes only
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confinued from page 74

ferent look and a different style. Besides, we're in and out in about half a day
with no mess.”

In addition to the frosted glass pictured, other types of glass are available,
including clear, mirrared, and milky. Clients appreciate the convenience and
the ease of operation of the glass doors, Linda reports. *You literally flick it with
yaur finger and they go flying across”
c|.".1lil'r'."l.fff}.'l Home & Office. 3556 West 1.C fester, 713/688-8808,
WWWLSDOCEManager.coim.

ARTFULLY SPEAKING
Art is not as high tech as a 100-inch television set, but it can spruce up a
home. The trend of collecting art is stronger than ever, observes Karen Derr,
owner of Karen Demr & Associates iefll:y (713/862-1600, www karenderr
com)—"even if yvou don't know much :
about art, have much money, or care f

if it ever appreciates,” she says. "You :

may not think it ¢ good, but you
a ) on of
an atmosphere

1 inspiration that

and Cabnela Trzebi
5 selected for the pre
3 Exhibitic
rt gallery at t

k1 whose wo

= University of Hous-
0, www.blaffergallery.org). The annual juried show opens on
) and remains on view through August 2. Trzebinski is represented by her

painting, Big Foot (above). B

Thank You 0UhImari Readers!
Best Cosmetic Skin Care Canier in
2006 & 20071

iatest FDA appreved dermal fillers to take years, even
decades, off your appearance; giving a natural, pleasant. and well

We use the

rested look.

Before After

Non-Surgical e Immediate long lasting results e Affordable

106 Westheime:

HOUSTON H E

WERE HIRING! Retail Sales/Visual Merchandising
Please see website www.eclectichome.ws

eclectic
furnishings

dining and accent tables
chairs * lamps

leather sofas and chairs
speclalty picture frames
boxes « vases = urns

art glass « pottery
candles = screens
pllows = chandeliers
and more...

eclectic

HOME

Mon-Sat 10am-é6pm
Sunday Tpm-5pm

713.869.1414

in an hour.

A Galveston beach house
gives you more time to relax.

g -‘n'-:t 'E""

‘sandnsea.com * 800.880.2554
5 Galveston Island Beach House
Sales and Rental Experts Since 1974 |Prorerties

f’_’j«'f{/ﬂf’f}/ﬂﬁ Sdband VB
Joe

Tramonte

REALITY

1802 Broadway, Suite 122
Galveston, Texas
www.TramonteRealty.com

\'r._] . Tramonte
409-771-0931

V]@TramonreRealry.com

2002 - 2007
OutSmart Readers' Choice
Six years in a row!

1904-1916 Postoffice - The Brownstones
New 3/2.5/2 downtown town homes!
£499 000 Each

1401 East Beach Boulevard #3912
The Galvestonian 2/2 beachfront condo,
$484,500 - 4 available $309,500 - $484.500
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OPEN THURSDAY UNTIL 9 P.M.

s

(Out, 5/08)
(TVGuide.com, 4/16/08, Matt Webb Mitovich)

On what every homo should know about his hetero gal pals:

P “Are you sure you want the right to marry? Haven't you suffered Re: his ['-“"”".”U out, in Canada's Globe and Mail.
— enough?” don't know what will happen profession-
g H “Tudy’s dead. Get over it.” 1 ally—that is the fear, but | guess | can't really be
¥ 4 4 :J_?.'; e e S, 5, - AT £ _ n B . | concerned abou_t wh.at will_ha_ppen. because it’s
*‘5‘ N R, iy Curg’;llm“ vr h K [ _ my truth. . .. There is this desire in L.A. to wonder
#’ ' il i (Entertainment Ir’r’reﬂkl!r, 4/4/08, Adam Markovitz) who yeiLi are,sncl What's Seen blaceg for 1101 s

last three years is how can | be most authentic to
myself. So this is the first time | am speaking about
it in this way.. ..

Adam Markovitz: What made you want to write a memoir?
George Michael: I've done too many stupid things for there not

T~
to be movies made about me when I'm dead, so I might as well
write the script From a standing-outside perspective, and also

F U R RE R f:J J ACO’I‘ ) , as someone who is gay, | think that it's a very excit-
4 - i | ing time [SPOILER ALERT: the characters played
- by MacFarlane (Scotty) and Matthew Rhys (Kevin)
Specializing in Unigue Bands (Qut, 5/08) are getting married]. How exciting that we're say-
Individually styled, handcrafted and Swiss made- Out: What do you hide when your parents come over? ing, “This can be part of the cultural fabric, now.”

since 1858 2 7
because it is two series regulars, two people that

SRIPLY THE FRIESTI Alan Cumming: [ think everyone's happier when parents stay

in hotels.

=

_ ' B It's telling of the beginning of more waves, and I'm Luke MacFarlane (r), pictured here with Matthew Rhys in ABC's Brothers & Sisters:
( 1 r f ; very proud of that. Would you invite him into your home every week?

(Entertainment Weekly, 3/28/08, Shirley Halperin)

you invite into your home and you see every week.

3841 Bellaire Blvd. - Houston - 713-668-5000

; i : ; e - o
2623 Town Center Blvd. - Sugar Land - 281-275-5000 Shirley Halperin: Conquering America stilll isn't a priority for = g 3
Hours: Mon.-Sat.10-6 Thu. 10-9 you—but what about your huge gay following here?
A a i Kylie Minogue: Can I just apologize to them? They're always [I {'3' c-(—“.__’ I ’
saying, “Will you please come back?” with that ph“;ailin_;: Iunk. As (Boris Day: The Untold Stary of the Girl Next Door '-_. 'F%;;
soon as I can, I will. It might not be a huge tour, but I'm trying. 1"»,—,___

by David Kaufman, via Yanity Fair, 5/08) - . -
ver dinner one evening, [Doris] Day .q' M
divulged to Paul Brogan, a childhood : : R S
fan of hers who had become a friend and A9 1 () _[ 2255
confidant, at least one reason she continued : ! . "ﬁ;’
to see [her ex-husband, Barry] Comden after f
they had supposedly broken up. Having met Compiled by Blase DiStefano
a number of Brogan's potential boyfriends, i
Day was discussing his problems maintain-
ing a relationship and asked him what he
looked for in @ man. After Brogan's litany
of positive qualities, Day, sipping her third
Dewar's an the rocks, said, “Don’t you also
think he should be well hung? You know,
Barry was, and it made up for a lot of other
deficiencies.”

. I'm also working on a film musical, just getting the story line
done. That’s a tall mountain to elimb

s a] ud . ( The 0'Reilly Factor, 4/3/08, Fox)

Re: Transgender man’s (Thomas Beatie) pregnancy.

winer y Bill O'Reilly: Jane, what do you think?

Jane Hall (Fox News contributor): Well, you know, I think it is
something of an oddity; [ suppose Oprah’s women audience would

t love to know what a man being pregnant actually feels like,
1..%‘4, - thinks like. I don't m.n.«icivr it as |=:'|:.| as all the interviews with
pimps that we saw after the Eliot Spitzer scandal. I mean, the
! Wine Bar and Patio man hasn’t done anything immoral, He's done something very
odd, and that's what they're cashing in on. .

' Casual D"““g O'Reilly: Do you want a 13-year-old watching this kind of stuff,

Wine Gifts and you've got to explain all this crazy stuff? Doris Day, seen here in the 1964 comedy Send Me
. . Hall: I'm more bothered by stuff that looks pretty darn porno- :::'F;OWH: m:ld she talk about when she was
Wine Makmg Classes graphic. This looks like a medical oddity. I would say it's not as nging out er close gay friend?

: bad as some other stuff.
Unlq'ue Event Space O'Reilly: All right. So neither of you [Jane Hall and Bernard

Custom Labeled Wine Goldberg]| are upset about this. Elatna n la “e
Bernard Goldberg (Fox News contributor): Well, I don’t think it's i

James Gandolfini

good. I think it's one more example of how crummy television can ( The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, 4/7/08, Comedy Central) (r), pictured here

be, and frankly, more than television, the whole culture. She’s Jon Stewart: Did you see the Oprah show with the fella. .. with Ben Affleckin

born a woman, she becomes a guy, but she still has ovaries and Nathan Lane: The pregnant man? 2004's Surviving
_ 3939 montrose a womb. She marries some guy and she has a baby. . . Yes ﬁm{ﬁmas'l_boes
. : : : & ; : . : j athan Lane
! 713-522-8282 O'Bellfy: .‘:}!nr nTurrlutl a glfl. el Ft s hard .t.n keep h'.'.u:kl_. i_’»t‘rpw. I was mistaken for the pregnant man backstage. [Faces the audience:] I gotta get back to the think Gandolfini

i E It is. You imagine a poor kid getting born into that family going, gvm, ladies and gentleman. is pregnant?
sa|ud'._.'.‘i|'ner}.r_con-1 “Hey, ""'h"il-‘ Wh‘ll are you today?” No, th.’-t.t was so disappointing, because he’s a transsexual. It's not like James Gandolfini
Goldberg: That’s the real tragedy. woke up with morning sickness and said, “I declare, I'm having twins.”
MACFARLANE - RANDY HOLMESABC . DAY - UNIVESSAL FICTURES . GANDOUFINI - SUSANNE TE FAOHEAMWORKS FICTURES
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DVD/VHS

by Eric A.T. Dieckman

WALKING THE LINE

Scandal can be so delicious, until it's served on your plate. "The Walker' comes to DVD

ith a fantastic supporting cast

{ Lauren Bacall, OQutSmart

cover girl Lily Tomlin, Kristin
Scott Thomas, Willem Dafoe, and
more), Woody Harrelson takes the lead
role as Carter Page 111, a Tennessee
Williams-styled Southern homosexual
living in the shadow of his father, a man
who played a significant role in uncov-
ering the Watergate scandal. A Wash-
ington, DC, socialite, Page's only foray
into politics is his role as confidant, card
partner, and platonic escort to the wives
of some of the most powerful men in the
country

He leads a fastidious life, everything
in its place, whether it’s his expensive
toupee or the people in his life. He
keeps his relationship with his lover
to himself, though he i open about
his sexuality, to the amusement of his
jet-setting canasta partners. He puts off
finding a gallery for his lover, a fine-art
photographer who makes his living as a
paparazzo.
When Page drops his close friend

(Seott Thomas) off for a rendezvous,
the friend finds her lover murdered
Protecting her from scandal, Page comes
to her aid. Instantly, he becomes the
chief suspect in a very serious criminal
investigation. Frustrated, he chides his
boytriend for being part of a system that
could easily discredit him forever. Even

though his many connections begin to
deteriorate in no time at all, Page main-
tains his cool, spouting off clever South-
ern-sounding witticisms throughout.
He, with his partner’s help, must take
it upon himself to clear his own name,
and save himself from the humiliating
transition of socialite to outeast.
Ironically, his paparazzo papi’s very
trade helps to save the day. As the real
murderer flees the two, the boyfriend,
with a small digital camera, snaps shots
of him as they chase after him. The
flash is enough to blind him, preventing
him from seeing a car just before it col-
lides with him. Oh, paparazzi, we hate
that we love you.
Harrelson plays a flamboyant homo-
sexual without the expected flamboyant
affectations. Moreover, he shows us a
strong individual who astutely con-
ceals his vulnerabilities. There are few
moments when his weakness surfaces,
but when they do, we see someone as
human and afraid as the rest of us.
Tomlin does a fantastic job as a friend
who seems unconditional at first, but
merely fair-weathered and, in the end,
just as political with her relationships
as the city in which the film is set.
2007. Written and directed by Paul
Schrader.
From THINKFilm {www. ThinkFilm
Company.com).

Walk like a man: Woody Harrel-

son as Carter Page lll is the gay
escort of characters played by
Lauren Bacall, Kristen Scott Thom-
as, and Lily Tomlin (inset) in The Walker.

——— -

DVD/VHS Shorts

Forgiving the Franklins

B srEs s What happens when a horn-again

-~ Christian family has a collective near-
o death experience and meets Jesus
who then strips away the trappings
of original sin? They awake to find
themselves staring as innocently at
the world as Adam and Eve. But their
Jaded moral-majority neighbors are not ready for purity and
innocence free of the confines of right-wing dogma. And
when the son (of legal age) explores homosexuality with
his gym coach, coach is not prepared for the boy to be so
open ahout their relationship. The suburbs will not allow
a return to the Garden of Eden. = 2006, Written, directed,
and shot by Jay Floyd. = From Indie-Pictures (www.indie-

pictures.com), —Preview: Eric A.T. Dieckman
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Spider Lilies
SPIDER, LILIES

Kisa's paintings. The interview continues over dinner, then
moves steamily to a bathroom stall. But the demands of
Akira's career and jealousy from Kisa's compatriots put
their passion to the test. = 2006. Co-written and directed by
Kohtaru Terauchi. Japanese with English subtitles. « From
Picture This! Home Entertainment (www.picturethisent.
com). —Preview: E.D.

In this David Lynch-esque, award-win-
ning film by Zero Chou, Jade (Taiwanese
pop icon Rainie Yang) is a webcam girl
with a heart of gold and a life-long crush
® on Takeko, a butchy yet sensitive inker,
Together they learn that behind every
tattoo is a secret. Wolfe Video (www.
wolfevideo.com). —Preview: Nancy Ford

Sonja

What's cuter than a young brunette girl
dancing around in her underwear? A
young brunette girl daneing around in
her underwear who speaks German in a
soft voice. In this award-wining coming-
of-age story, 16-year-old Sonja finds a
friend and confidant in the scooter-riding
Julia. The mare their friendship grows, the mare they real-
ize their mutual love is more than platonic. And they —

Boys Love
LIE ¥ ‘ Conservatives find love through unex-
d 4 pected romances with reckless free
spirits, regardless of language or culture,
In this case, young magazine editor
Akira (uptight) interviews teen model
Kisaragi (wild). The interview begins at
Kisaragi's home where Akira is taken by

L

New Weekly Lunch Specials Featuring:

8&@& 713-864-5600

May marks the count down to the end nfCruwﬁsh Season

“ome join us for the best big, hot and juicy erawfish in Houston

Grilled Shrimp Salad .

Mufalatra A

Lemon Pepper Ahi Tuna
Andioulle Sandwich

Ti Llpi.i Letruce Wraps

Crawhsh Specials every Tuesday Night through June

“Every Tuesday is Fat Tuesday”

Twenty Years of
Professional

Experience in

James J. Burnett
Attorney and Counselor at Law

* Business Incorporation and Formation
* Business Transaction and Agreeme
* Civil Trials, Appeals, and Dispute Re
* Probate Law (Wills, Trusts, Estate Planni
* Family Law

* Technology Law

jamesburnett.com
Highlander@jamesburnett.com

> OTTYE.

~ Rainbow Rooms
_ 1— Grand Opening Soon

*Video/DVD
* 24hr. Preview/Rental

GLBT

* Swimwear

* Latex

* Leather * Dancewear

* Lingerie ™ Plus Sizes

* Shoes * Adult Novelties Videos & Products

12602 Westhaimer 8896 SW Freaway 1367 5. Loop Wast 8015 Winklar
i Dairy Ashtord Exit Bissannet Exit Redlant Stadivm Ealt Moaros/So. Houston

2815975385 T13.776.2830 113.798.1300 7113.941.5524

www. CarmensBoutique.com

The
Ultimate
Visual
Experience

Polo Ralph Lauren
Silhowette
Michael Kors
Qakley

Adidas

Bollé

Chanel

Gucct

Ray Ban

2.5 Eyephonics
Stwiss Flex

Roberto Cavalli

R.J. Cassidy

OPTICIANS, INC.

58 Years Ex

2900 Westheimer (Next ta Ch

713.523.8682

i's Restaurant)
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Ah sp pring...

new lnnmq!

Sunday celebrations with Rev.
Dr. Jesse Jennings, weekly at 9.30
and 11am. Casual, fun, real. In
May: "More Signs From God”

Midweek celebration of life,
with inspiring ideas for effective,
passionate and creative living, plus
live music. Wednesdays, 7pm

"Meditation is More Than
You Think"

eight-week course, Thursdays
7-10pm starting May 1, cost $175

Michael Mandrell performs
Sunday, May 4, 9:30 & 11am
Memorial Day weekend

blood drive
Sunday, May 25, all morning

5326 Spring-Stuebner Road,

2 bilocks east of Gosling between
I-45 {exit 70A) and Kuykendahl
Sunday celebrations - 3 & 11am
Creative Life NES Jennings, D.D.,

Spiritual Contor Founding Minister

. 1
Coming to Creative Life |

D"Dlv“s SthtS eanfinued from page 80

dance in a locker room in their skivvies, too, = 2006. Writ-
ten and directed by Kirsi Marie Liimatainen. German with
English subtitles, = From Picture This! Home Entertainment
(www.picturethisent.com). —Preview: E.D,

Sweeney Todd: The Deman Barber of Fleet Street
Stephen Sondheim’s Tony Award-winning
musical becomes bloody resplendent under
the guiding hands of Tim Burton, Johnny
Depp, Helena Bonham Carter, Sacha Baron
Cohen, and more. (Well, it's resplendent,
and bloody, very bloody.) If you've ever
waondered if Depp can sing, he can, and quite well. His duet
with Carter is both hilarious and touching, = 2007. Directed
by Tim Burton. = From Paramount Home Entertainment
(www.paramount.com). —Review: E.D.

Sueene Toon

I
% %

A Shot at Love with Tila Tequila

MTV made the first reality dating show
f§ wherein leshians compete (alongside
straight men) for the love of a bisexual
woman, cyber-sexpot Tila Teguila. Unfor-
tunately, reality shows are nat known for
making anyone look good. The leshians
exhibit themselves as pemicious man-haters, and Te-
quila comes off as more dilettantish and fashionably bi
than legitimately gay. The show also makes VH1's The
Flavor of Love look like PBS' Masterpiece Theater. =
From Paramount Home Entertainment (www.paramount.
com). —Review: E.D.

Last Request
i P Despite a promising cast (Danny Aielio,
- openly gay Mario Cantone, Mary Birdsong
& = | of Rena 371, Frank Vincent, and Vincent
_ Pastore, both of The Sopranss), this
& screwball comedy is just plain terrible.
B & Pop (Aiello) is on his deathbed. His dying
request: a grandehild on the way before he croaks. Son Jeff
bungles his plans to find wife and impregnate her in time.
« 2006. Written and directed by John DeBellis. « From MTI
Home Videa {(www.mtivideo.cam). —Review. E.D.

CHEF/OWNERS
NEEDED!

Fine dining restaurant for sale
in Asheville, North Carolina.

grill seats 100, with excellent
“kage Iu_;t,_]r--,: charm, and long

le. Kitchen designed by

»chef, Sales price: $200,000

A variety of other restaurants are available
in the mountains of Asheville, NC
and surrounding areas.

Contact Jeff Eatherly
B28-225-4801

www.restaurantstore.com

Classic Musicals fram the Dream Factory Vel. 3
and The Ben‘e Davis Callection

The new Classic Musicals From the
Dream Factory Volume 3 mines the
§ MGM vaults once again and comes up
with an assortment of films that prob-
ably won't impress the casual (read:
nonobsessed) movie viewer, but may
induce something like nirvana in those
of us who actually exist for, say, obscure Ann Sothemn
movies. Yes, Miss Sothern tums up in at least two of
these not-quite-classics, 1941's Lady Be Good and 1950's
Nancy Goes to Rio, while the nearly forgotten Eleanor
Powell tap dances her way into our hearts and damn near
through the floor in three of them, namely 1936's Bom fo
Dance and the Broadway Melody extravaganzas of 1936
and 1938, the latter featuring Judy Garland’s legendary
“Dear Mr. Gable”" Other goodies include Two Weeks With
Love (1950), Deep in My Heart (1954), and Hit the Deck
(1955). Perhaps the real standout of this set is 1955's
Kismet, with Howard Keel, Ann Blyth, Vic Damone, and
Dolores Grey alternately shouting, screeching, and steam-
rolling those lovely melodies of Alexander Borodin. . .
Meanwhile, a new Bette Davis Collection
showcases the iconic actress in her
post-Warner Bros. period, with films
ranging from 1950°s classic Al About
Eve to 1965's not-quite-so-classic The
Nanny. This is perhaps the third or fourth
release of Al About Eve on DVD, but the
new two-disc special edition hoasts extras that hardcore
obsessives won't be able to live without. (Don't miss the
featurette on the real Eve Hemrington!) Other titles include
1955's The Virgin Oueen, making its DVD debut here, plus
Phane Call From a Stranger (1952) and Hush Hush Sweet
Charlotie (1964). If you must know, there is also a Bette
Davis Collection Volume 3 that has just been released by
another company and not sent to us for preview. Miss
Davis, it appears, will always be with us. « Classic Mu-
sicals from Warner Home Video (www.wamerbros.com).
Bette Davis from Fox Home Entertainment (www.fox
home.com). —Reviews: Jack Varsi B

[ BN B BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN B BN
We’d like you
to meet our
60,000 readers...

Over 89[]/0

of OutSmart readers tell us they

GO OUT OF THEIR WAY
ta SUPPORT

OutSmart advertisers.

f L (-! 5= (|
OutySimean
Hosumstan's gay, leshisn, bi, snd tram magazine

@ For advertising infarmation, call 713/520-7231.
 E NN NN NENNNRERENN N

sNOW Open

happy hour& bar bites

Ak Sushi House

2390 west alabama . houston, tx
713.807.7875 www.akasushi.net

The All New 2009 Subaru Forester

& SUBARU

18010 1-45 North Exit 1960

!i!é!!&%é!!! 1.877-268-2276

Free

. www.gillmanauto.com

'\_,a

BROADWAY ACROSS AMERICA

HOUSTON
\08-09 season

BESTMUSICAL

JAN. 6- 18, 2009

STACY KEACH
FROST
NIXO N

PHH

iy
Roo

Sto Imng T l‘l 1 y

MAY 26 - JUNE 7, 2009

BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com

713.622.SHOW (7469)
Group (20+) Sales - 888.451.5986
All shows at the HOBBY CENTER

S
- ROUSTON ‘CHRONICLE SRRy ERNIAN
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Qut in the Arts

by Tim Brookover

‘VAGINA’ GOES TRANS

A new production gives a different spin to ‘The Vagina Monologues’

Oliver, and Jenifer Pool.

V is for: The trans-positive production of
The Vagina Monoclogues, performed this
maonth, stars (clockwise from top left)
Stacey "Colt” Meier, Georges Zemanek,
Rafael Aparicio, Jasmen Pierce, Julia

ince it premiered in 1996, Eve Ensler's celebration of female

sexuality, The Vagina Monologues, has been performed around

the world. Her stage work has even spawned V-Day, a global
action to stop violence against women and girls. Now an unusual
production brings a different twist to the show—a trans-gressive
cast of transgender women and men and one man that performs as
a drag queen. (Audience test: you figure it out.)

The director is Joe Watts, whose Theatre New West company has
played a pivotal role in history of culture in GLBT Houston. After
mounting the first play dealing with AIDS (One) and many shows
both comic (Fruit Cocktail and others) and somber (including a note-
worthy production of Bent at Holocaust Museum Houston), Watts
has tackled what may be his most innovative project.

“When I watched a documentary of a Los Angeles production
that was presented with transgenders, I became passionate about
producing a production in Houston,” Watts says. "My intent 15 in
no way to sensationalize the [I'E!]‘I.\'gl'['ldt’l' L:t."l'l.]n'l'l.ll'l'ill‘n but to ﬁi\'r
them a voice, one of better understanding, acceptance, clarity,
and beauty.”

The trans-positive production of Vagina Monologues will be
performed on Fridays and Saturdays, May 9-21, 8 p.m., at the new
home of the Montrose Counseling Center (401 Branard). Tickets
are $20. Reservations: 713/522-2204, theatrenewwest@att.com. A

May 8 preview performance 1s a benefit for the center. Tickets for

the benefit are $35 (which includes two drink tickets).

THE DIVINE ST. A.

enor Kenneth Gayle (“In Tune With Houston,” August 2005

OutSmarty performs the title role this month in the Houston
premiere of Fragments from St. Augustine the Saint, a musical
drama by Beverly Grigshy, a pioneer in electronic music.
Rothko Chapel hosts the May 21 and 22 production. Former
Houston Ballet star Lauren Anderson also performs, Details:
www.rathko.org.

Augustine, an intellectual and something of a rake before
he fransfarmed into a highly quotable father of the early Chris-
tian church, may be popularly remembered for his prayerful
plea, “Grant me chastity and continence, but not yet.”

ON THE FRINGE

erald LaBita, founder of the innovative, always gay-positive

Theater LaB Houston, has written to announce that he is
coordinating theatrical events for the 2008 Houston Fringe
Festival, organized by the FrenetiCore Performance Space in
the East End. The festival will take place during the weekends
of August 15 and August 30, followed by an event called
“Anything Goes” on August 31.

FrenetiCore is seeking film, music, dance, and theater
events for juried competition, For the theater component, La-
Bita is seeking 30-minute and 60-minute works. The deadline
for submissions is May 15. Mail submissions to FrenetiCore,
2008 Houston Fringe Theater Festival, 5102 Navigation,
Houston 770711.
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THE REAL ‘BILLY BUDD’

hen most of us were schooled in
Billy Budd during senior year, we
probably were taught the short novel

along the standard
high school English
themes: good versus
evil, light versus dark,
the Christ figure versus
the satanic. Bollocks.
Even a gayling novice
reading Billv Budd can
recognize that Herman
Melville's stark, beauti-
fully written tale drips
with homoeroticism.
After all, the all-male
cast is packed with
working-class blokes.
The main characterisa
young, handsome sailor
pressed into service.
Though beloved by his

fellow crewmates (who nickname him
Baby Budd), the innocent Billy is con-
fronted by a dark-hearted older officer
with terrible consequences.

All male: A tensekmof'nent from
the Houston Grand Opera pro-
duction of Billy Budd.

I know. That reads like your early
visits to the Ripcord. More artistically
speaking, the great gay composer Benja-

min Britten transformed
Melville's |J|::-.[}II:I[11IIU!-'\]}'
published story into one
of the classies of modern
opera. The closeted gay
novelist E.M Forster co-
wrote the libretto, and
the first production in
1951 featured Britten's
long-time spouse, the
tenor Peter Pears, as
the officer who seals
Billy's fate

If you hurry, you
can catch the Houston
Grand Opera production
of Billy Budd, which is
on stage through May
9 and launches a multi-

year celebration of Britten's work. Hous-
ton Grand Opera Studio alum Daniel
Belcher sings the title role. Details: www.
houstongrandopera.org. B

THE MARKET CAFE

Dineln -« Take Away - Custom Orders Welcomed!

Break your weelend Breakfast routine

Summer Hours
Tuesday — Saturday 8—8
Sunday 8—3

fuesday-Friday 11-7
Saturday 10-7
Sunday 10-5

1528 Ave. L . Galveston, TX . 409.763.4400
on the corner of 16th & L between Broadway & Seawall

Kenneth W. Lester D.C.

Chiropractic Care
Soft Tissue Injuries
Myofascial Release
Sports Injuries
Auto Accidents
Rehabilitation

Work-Related
Injuries

Personal
Injuries

Best Chiropractor
DutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards

| HEALTHAVELLNESS

www.KennethLesterDC.com

3930 Kirby Dr.
Suite 108
713.526.5252

8o u) -
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"HUBBARD STAGE

ALLEY THEATRE'S ActOUT PRE-SHOW MIXER FOR GLBT THEATRE FANS
THURSDAY, MAY 8, 6PM —7:15FM
ALLEY THEATRE - 615 TEXAS, 4TH FLOOR TERRACE ROOM
ENJOY MUSIC, APPETIZERS AND COCKTAILS
DOCR PRIZES

COMPLIMENTARY ENTRY TO THE ACTQUT EVENT WITH MAY 8TH TICKET
PURCHASE TO THE GERSHIWNS' AN AMERICAN IN PARIS, FURCHASE
YOUR TICKET AT WWW.ALLEYTHEATRE ORG AND ENTER “ACTOUT “ AS
THE PROMOTION CODE. OR CALL THE BOX OFFICE AT 713.220.5700
AND LET THEM KNOW THAT YOU WANT TO ATTEND ACTOUT,

ALLEY THEATRE

WWWALLEYTHEATRE.ORG 713.220.5700
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by John Stiles

This is not your father’s same old coming-out, coming-of-age story

ood, low-budget films often seem
effortless. They're not. Like the
polished public speaker or the

unkempt drop-dead gorgeous object of your

desire, much work goes into slick or sexy.

To pull off a finished product as compelling

as Shelter, quite a lot of work is required.

Start with a story that is worth telling,
generate a script that tells that story well,
add actors that can convince you they are
who they pretend, include a cinematogra
pher who can capture the scene and the
actors, and bring it all together in the
editing room

The story is about eoming of age and
coming out, and courtesy of Jonah Mar-
kowitz's script and direction, it broadens
to touch universally accessible issues of
family, parenting, and sacrifice.

Zach is torn between his art, his
nephew, his long-time girlfriend and his
best friend’s older brother. Tina Holmes,

a familiar face for fans of Six Feet Under
and her 1998 debut Edge of Seventeen,
keeps it real as Zach's single-mom

older sister.

Trevor Wright as surfing, skate-board-
ing, tag artist Zach and Brad Rowe as
Shaun, the older brother of Zach's testos-
terone-fueled best friend, make for two
characters about whom we care and care
deeply. The story is deep, the seript smart,

tHouston's Best Margarita”™

GIMME ‘SHELTER’

b P 4 h

: ® 2111 Westheimer at Sheperd 713-528-1468
cafeadobe.com

Let the sunshine in: Zach (Trevor Wright, lefi) and Shaun (Brad Rowe) take time to bask in Shel-
ter, Others Rowe has basked with onscreen include Janeane Garofolo (Nadine in Dateland, 2005)
and Sean Hayes (Billy's Hollywood Screen Kiss, 1998). Watch for Rowe to act again with Garofalo,
this time in For Better or Worse, an upcoming improvisational film about gay marriage.

the acting compelling, and the cinematog- the finished product shines like a diamond.
raphy brilliant. The opening sequence of Shelter airs on here! TV (www.heretv.
Zach skateboarding through San Pedro com) throughout May, before landing on
is beautiful. DVD on May 27

Sheiter is the all-too-rare film where each  John Stiles (www johnwstiles.com) writes regu
of the parts is polished to perfection and larly for QutSmart magazine.

Katherine Moennig
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What's next—‘The M Word'?
Breasl cancer. Transgender issues. Don't ask, don't tell. Little
controversial territory was left untouched by The L Word's
femme friends since debuting on Showtime in 2004, Accordingly, its
sixth season will be its last. “1 am thrilled that Showtime has given
us this final opportunity to conclude this journey we have all taken
together,” says TLW creator and executive producer, llene Chaiken.
It may be even more thrilling to see if Bette and Tina settle in, if
Shane settles down, and if Jenny just settles. The swan song sea-
son premieres in early 2009. Details: www.sho.com. —Nancy Ford

WE all know about his favorite star eating dog poo, the chicken-

4 know John Waters also filmed The Diane Linkletter Story a mere
'__ o f > day after Art Linkletter's daughter (allegedly) committed LSD-in-
l-"E..'; ~ ¢ duced suicide? Tune in to learn these dirty details and mare about

! the King of Trash in this one-man show filmed live in New York.

‘John Waters: This Filthy World’

snuffing story, and his ather auteur atracities. But did you

Phato: David Lewls. davidiewitimages com

Airs May 8, 10 p.m., on Showtime (www.sho.com). —NF. B - e Waters

Directed by David Galligan

Houston « June 11, 2008 at 8pm
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GrooveQut
by Gregg Shapiro

CLEARLY OUT

Aussie singer/songwriter Missy Higgins releases her sophomore CD, ‘On a Clear Night’

issy Higgins is definitely on the

rise. The 2005 debut disc, The

Sound of White, earned the out les-
bian singer/songwriter a devoted following
The exceptional follow-up, On a Clear Night
{Reprise), has the potential to keep the mo-
mentum rolling in her favor. Songs such as
“Where | Stood,” “Steer,” “Warm Whispers,”
and “Peachy” display both her versatility and
her knack for writing memorable tunes. My
interview with the in-demand Australian
was pushed back a couple of times during
the course of an afternoon, indicating that
[ wasn't the only journalist eager to speak
with her. As Higoins said at the beginning of
our interview, “It's really good that things are
starting to pick up for me over here. [ know
that if people want interviews, it's obviously
a '_'_'L-III] [.r111'I|~_=,.I-

Higgins is currently performingon a U.5
tour, which will take her to Austin this fall
On September 5, she will perform at La Zona
Rosa. More info: www.missyvhiggins.com

Gregg Shapiro: A couple of years have passed
between the release of your debut album,
The Sound of White, and On a Clear Night.
How would you say that you have changed
personally during that time, if at all?

GrooveOut Shorts

George Michael
Tweniy Five

All warmed up after playing 80
shows in Europe, the tearoom
darling brings his July 14 show to
Houston's Toyota Center in support
of this delightful hits retrospective.
Contains six new selections, includ-
ng & faboo re-do of Stevie Wonder's “As” with Mary
J. Blige, Epic (www.epicrecords.com). Details: www,
neorgemichael.com. —Review: Nancy Ford

God-des and She
Stand Up

¢ The Advocate predicted this leshian
= duo would someday be crowned
= superstars of homa hip-hap; their
= sophomore album definitely propels
them a step closer to the coronation
t. Includes “Lick It," which brought
them instant recognition a couple of seasons ago on The
L Word. Gentry Music Group (www.gentrymusicgroup.
com). Details: www.god-des.com, —Preview; N.F.
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Missy Higgins: “I've
had people come up
to me at shows and
thank me for coming
outand say thatit was
inspiring for them to
see a role model be
so comfortable with
her sexuality”

Ferras
Aliens and Rainbows

= You've probably heard this gay-
g* ish young hunk's poppy, plaintiff
- “Hollywood Is Not America,” the

! theme song for American Idel
losers. With tunes like “Libera-
tion Day" and “Everybody Bleeds

the Same,” if he's not gay, he at least has a very
gay soul. Virgin Records America (www.virgin
records.com), —Review: N.F.

Kylie Minogue

Divatronic! Using Madonna's Con-
f fessions on a Dance Floor and

Britney's Blackout for inspiration,

o Kylie put together this sensational

\‘%. collection of fabulous beats. The
_' 2 Aussie vixen has not released
anything since 2002, and with X, she makes up for lost
time. Kylie's sound may not be new, but she still puts the
locomotion in the disca ball. EMI Group (www.emigroup.
com). —Review: David Goldberg

s

Missy Higgins: 1 think that, as a person,
I've definitely grown up, to say the least.
[Laughs] When I wrote some of the songs for
the first album, [ started writing when | was
15, basically. I'm 24 now, so a lot of time has
passed. The issues that I've touched on for
this album come from, I'd have to say, a more
mature and maybe self-assured place.

How would you say that you changed as a
musician during that time?

I'm not sure how much I've changed as a
musician. I've definitely been leaning much
more toward the guitar these days than the
piano, jusi because the guitar is a much
more portable instrument than the piano. A
lot of this album was written on the guitar,
hecause I can take it into hotel rooms and on

the tour bus and that kind of thing.

I'm glad that you mentioned that because
you continue to play piano and guitar on On
a Clear Night. Do you prefer one instrument
over the other when you are writing songs?
In the beginning, I was essentially a piano

player because | started playing piano
when 1 was about six. I didn't pick up the
guitar until I was 13 or 14. I was much

stronger at piano than 1 was at guitar —

Muoby
Last Night

3 Dancey and playful, the electroni-
A ca king's sixth studio album tries
to recreate “a night out in New
York, with all of the sex and the
weirdness and the disorientation
and the celebration and the com-
pelling chaos,” he says. It succeeds. Mute (www.mute
com). —Review: N.F.

The B-52s
Funplex
It may seem a hit amazing that those
g | wiggy B-52s have been around for
\ B+ more than three decades, until you
| remind yourself that those crotchety
Rolling Stones have been around
BN since, well, before the invention of
the wheel, However, with the newly released Funplex,
their first studio album in sixteen years, the wiggy
ones demonstrate that mentalities clever enough to
have come up with “Rock Lobster” and "Private ldaho”
in the first place are probably capable of dancing —

8@7&9\«1(1?3. Entimacy. Sexval Plealeh.

Ed‘enﬁtg.

Come celebrate all that connects us!

Benefiting Planned Parenthood's outreach, education and HIV programs

2306 Genesee Street

Sunday, May 18th
3:00 to 6:00 pm

Featuring king and queen gender performances by the Gendermyn, a fashionably loud performance with Royal Lush
luxury lifestyle auction items and fabulous friends

Buy your $25.00 tickets
at www.pphouston.org/purple

Planned Parenthood

A plan you can love with.

STEAM
SAUNA
WHIRLPOOL

OUTDOOR
HEATED POOL

FULL GYM

PRIVATE

DRESSING

ROOMS

LOCKERS

18+ ONLY
VISA/MASTERCARD

SUNDAY BUFFETS
atlpm

Wl FRIVATE MEN'S CLUS
€205 Fannin Street = Houston = (713)659-4998 » www.theclubs com

For more information call Elaine at 713.831.6559

- NINE YEARE
anniversary

o NAY9E:

570 Waugh / Houston, Texas
713.524.3359
myspace.com/guavalamphouston
o lamphouston.com
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Linda Mann'’s

Hawthorne Street Collection

1017 Hawthorne
across from Montrose Kroger

832.545.4644
713.524.8850

Sun & Mon 12-6 — Tues-Sat 10-7

Joseph Moure, LMT
) Licensed Massage Therapis!

mﬂ'ﬁuu; e
Swed h,

Raiki.

Aromath s

MTI00976 .

Book online af: YBIH.net
7134925400  jfmoore67@gmail.com
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Glllﬂ““llt continued from page 88

because I'd been playing it a lot longer. But
then my lifestyle made it much easier to
play guitar, so | went more toward that. I
actually quit piano when 1 was 14 because
I decided that it wasn’t cool enough. My
parents had wanted me to play it for so long
and tried to make me practice, and it just
felt a little bit foreed and like it was a chore.
Gruitar was much cooler, and I was starting
to get into the grunge bands like Nirvana
and Hole and all that kind of stuff, so I got
an electric guitar.

You've had an amazing amount of success
in Australia. Are you able to walk down the
street without being recognized, or is that
a thing of the past?

I usually get recognized, but it’s not a mas-
sive thing in Australia to be famous. It's defi

nitely not like being a celebrity in Ameries.
It's much more small time, in other words.
[Laughs] 1 don't get mobbed or anything.
Nobody really cares,

What would it mean to you to be mobbed
in the States?

That would mean that 1I'd either made
some really bad choices and become famous
without being successful or that I'd become
really successful. Because, in the States, to
be that famous and to be at the level where
vou're being mobbed on the streets means
that you have to be selling an incredible
amount of records, just because your country
is s0 huge.

The songs on On A Clear Night retain the
essence of what made The Sound of White
so wonderful, prominently displaying your

distinctive singing and songwriting and
musicianship. But there are some notice-
able differences, including the presence
of producer/musician Mitchell Froom and
Neil Finn of Split Enz and Crowded House
fame. How did you come to work with both
of them?
I'd done a suppart tour of The Finn Brothers
in Australia, and 1'd met Neil Finn a couple of
times. That's how | knew him, and obviously
[ was a huge fan. So I knew of him before I'd
actually met him.
Mitchell Froom
around for producers, | had been listening
to a lot of albums. The ones that stood out
were the ones that Mitchell had produced.
I met up with him in L.A., and with a few
other people. With Mitchell, I just got along
and we seemed to

when 1 was looking

with him really well,
have a lot of the same ideas as to what the
album should sound like. He put forward
his ideas, and I put forward mine, and they
were definitely along the same lines that the
album should just be very simply recarded.
And the musicians that he wanted to work
with—one of them was Matt Chamberlain
on the drums, who I was a big fan of. And
I thought, wow! [Laughs] 1 hadn’t heard of
any of the ather musicians, but 1 thought, if
he wants to work with Matt Chamberlain,
then I will trust every single other decision
he makes in the musician department.

Wise decision. The song “100 Round the
Bends" opens with the line “I follow com-
plications like a bloodhound.” Is that just a
great opening line or a spot-on description
of who you are?

It definitely doesn't sum up who I am, but
I've been known to go through phases of
chasing the hard route instead of going the

GrooveOut Shorts

continued from page B8

their mess around for at least three more decades. The
new music features more electronica and a sexier vibe,
but is instantly recognizable as guintessential B-52s.
Tunes like "Pump,” “Love in the Year 3000," “Deviant
Ingredient,” and “Keep This Party Going," may shatter
the walls of your, uh, love shack. Astralwerks (www,
astralwerks.com), —Review: Jack Varsi

Willie Nelson
One Hell of a Ride
... Starting in Galveston, get in the car,
8 and head up |-45N. Don't stop driving
across Texas until you've listened to all
100 tracks of this four-dise collection
spanning the Red-Headed Stranger’s
incomparable and genre-defining mu-
sical career. Sadly though, Willie’s “He
Was a Friend of Ming” from Brokeback
Mountain is curiously absent. Columbia/Legacy (www.
legacyrecordings.com). —Preview. N.F,

Lizz Wright
The Orchard

Dyke blues great, Toshi Reagon, co-
penned a full half of the dozen songs
for Wright's third R&B offering,
including the smoldering “Coming
Home." Killer covers follow, peaking
with Led Zeppelin's “Thank You"

and Patsy Elmp s “Strange.” Verve Music Group (www
verveforecast.com). —Review: N.F,

Anna Statford

Staring at the Sky

Here we have the second album
from the rock/classical vinlinist
who backed Kanye West's elec-
trifying performance at this year's
Grammy Awards. Her blend of
! classical instrumental style with
the driving intensity of rock delivers the best of both
warlds, particularly on the title cut and Fall Out Boys
“Dance, Dance.” San Gabriel Music (www.annastafford
com). —Review: N.F.

easy way. | guess, essentially, that 'm an
artist at heart. So I enjoy a bit of a struggle.
And when I'm down, I tend to kind of roll
around in it rather than try to claw my way
out. And my favorite thing to do is explore
the darkest parts of my mind and go in there
and embraee it and see where it can take
me. Lots of time it can take me to the guitar
or my piano, and that gives me literally an
mstrument to let go of something that's been
troubling me.

Speaking of piano, the song “Secret” made
me think of Fiona Apple, who is also known
for her piano playing. Is she someone that
you would consider to be an influence on
your work?

Yeah, she definitely is an influence on me.
When I was writing for my first album, I
had a lot of people say to me that I sounded
a bit like Fiona Apple, but I'd never heard
of her at the time. Because so many people
said that | sounded like her, I thought, I'm
gonna check this gi!"| out, because mu_yhu
we're quite similar and maybe she could be
aninfluence on me. [Laughs] I istened to her
music, and I just loved it. Sarah McLachlan
was another big influence on me when I was
starting out.

It's been a few months since you did your
coming-out interview, and | was wonder-
ing how you would describe the reception
you've gotten since that time.

I didn't really consider it so much a coming-
out issue. | guess I was just being honest with
how I felt about my sexuality and how I didn’t
necessarily define myself as anything. But
then | guess everyone took it as a coming-out
izsue, 80 I thought, OK. [Laughs] | guess it
was then, sure. I just wrote a statement —

Estelle
Shine

Kanye West, Swizz Beatz, Wyclef
Jean, Will.i.am, Marc Ronson, and
Gee-Lo contribute to Shine's unigue
blend of hip-hop, pop, reggae, and
soul on her second album. Produced
by John Legend. Atlantic Records
(www, allanm:rﬁuurds com). —Preview: N.F.

Heloise & The Savoir Faire
Trash, Rats and Microphones
SRS

Blondie mama, Debbie Harry, likes
Heloise et al. so much that she
: consented to guesting on “Ca-
¥ s | nadian Changs" and the chaotic
+ “Downtown,” possibly providing

:“-' . T,
AL
wy b L1 this CD's finest moments. Yep Roc

Records (www.yeproc.cem). —Review; N.F.

Check out more GrooveQut shorts at
www.OutSmartMagazine.com

Boarp CERTIFIED SURGEONS
AccrReDITED OFrice SURGICER

800.544.1269

PersonaL ReasoNs...Beautieul Resur:

713.661.5255

www.Beauty-Surgeon.com

ANITA'S ADVENTURE

CONTINLIES...

Hang on just a bit longer

for th

e Delicious details!

Details soon, Check out:
AnitaBump.com

Head into summer

with this year’s
hottest

desigher suhwear

inCluding :

® Maui Jim
® Oakley

® Chrome Hearts
® Chanel

® (liver Peoples
and many more

2055 Westheimer
Hous*ton 'T)(
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Contact lohﬁ Nagjr for

Cadrllac Chevrolet GMC, Pontiac, Buick and \nrtuaﬂy any used car.

URBAN SOLES
— O UTPOST —

506 W. 9" STREET
(IN THE HEIGHTS)

TRY O

Casual, comfortable footwear
and accessories for the
urban adventurer

We carry Merrell, Keen,
Earth,Timberland, Dr. Martens,
Simple, Birkis, El Naturalista,
Crocs, Smartwool and
many more!!!

Shoes for Women, Men, & Children

713-880-1187
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Byron K. Menard D.C.
18 years experience

Why stay in pain?
Call Dr. Menard

for safe, gentle, and
effective treatment

of neck pain,

mid/lower back pain,
headaches, injuries
resulting from '
automobile accidents, Tg.™5
work-related injuries,

of sports/gym injuries.

Call for an
appointment
today!

Menard Chiropractic
B0 Montrose, Suite 550 Houston, Texas 77006

6.5959
gnarddc @yahoo.com
imenarddc.com

GWU\"“U‘ confinued from previous page

on my website clarifying for those who were
a bit confused by it all, because my sexual-
ity is not really a big deal to me. I'm very
comfortable with it, and I'm very open about
it with everyone around me—my family and
my friends. The reception ['ve gotten since
has been great! I've had people come up to
me at shows and thank me for coming out
and say that it was inspiring for them to see
a role model be so comfortable with [her]
sexuality and the idea that it's not really
that big a deal. I've been really happy with
it, and I haven't had any negative feedback

And, if T did, T wouldn’t take any notice of

it anyway.

That's great. Have you been invited to play
any gay Pride festivals?

I've been invited to play on the Olivia Cruis-
es, actually. I think that might be happening,

but it’s not locked in yet, so I won’t promise

anything. But 1 think that would be a lot of

fun. I don't really know what to expect. I've
never been on a cruise before. But some great
musicians have played on it.

Gregg Shapiro of the annual
OutMusi
by non-n

a past recipient
wreed that recognizes contributions

sictans in furthering the work of

GLBT performers
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“Where the Dream
Becomes Realty”

Foreclosures
Invesiment Properties
1sl Time Buyers
Lislings

Buyer Specialists
credil Repair
Relocalions

Vacalion Homes

TxHomeBuyersClub.com
p———l

TREND SETTER REALTY
e

Robert Martinez 832/419.0094
Melissa Andrews 281/541.3069

Accredited Real Estate Professional Team
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ReadOut

by Lawrence Ferber

GONE MISSING

‘Mysterious Skin’ author Scott Heim follows up with a new novel, ‘We Disappear’

e Disappear is the apropos title

for Scott Heim's new novel, the

first book from the openly gay

author in 11 years. Best known for his 1995

debut novel, Mysterious Skin—adapted into

the acclaimed, daring 2005 film by director

Gregg Araki—Heim’s latest fiction tome fol-

lows his sophomore effort, In Awe, published
in 1997.

The tale of Scott, a drug-addicted New

York writer whose cancer-strick-

en mother, Donna, becomes

obsessed with missing children,
We Disappear (HarperCollins)

themes—of buried and obscured
memories, of lost youth, of self-
destructive behavior—for the
Kansas-raised, Boston-based Heim
(www.heim etherweave.com). By
phone, we discussed his disappear-
ance, the book’s blurring of fact and
fiction, and online predators.

Lawrence Ferber: Why has this book been
such a long time coming?

Scott Heim: Well, where to start? I think
after my second book came out, 1 got disil-
lusioned with publishing in general. A lot of
my friends were losing their book contracts.
Publishing changed a lot, and it didn’t seem
they were invested in their authors as
much if you weren't making them a zillion
dollars.

I started writing We Disappear, although
it existed in a different form. I went to Lon-
don and did this teaching gig, and when
back, 1 started freelance work [for school

PE
is a fine return to form and pet D‘sép

P

Author Scott Heim: “My mom died simi-
lar to the way it happens in the book.
When | went home te Kansas to take
care of her, | knew she didn't have

long to live. There was a lot about

her life | still wanted to know more

about, so creating all this fiction
about her childhood and life was my
substitute for the time | thought we were going
to have before she died”

textbooks]. I went through serious depres-
sion problems and doing drugs, but certainly
not as much as the character [of Scott]in the
book. The thing about having a drug problem
is you think it's going to make you creative
or more exciting, and it doesn't. And if you're
depressed already, it only fuels that depres-
sion, My boyfriend and [ started having prob-
lems. My mom was dying. Finally in 2002 or
o0, more uplifting, positive things happened
in my life. T moved to Boston and started
working on the book again. [My boyfriend]
Michael and 1 were going strong again. But
there were a number of years where it felt
like everything was at a standstill.

You actually named the characters after
yourself and your mother, Donna. Talk
about thinly veiled portraits! Talk about
this decision.

| worked on the book so long, T wasn't excited
about it anymore. As | revised, I realized it
was easier and | felt more drive or inspira-
tion to write the characters more like us.
My mom died similar to the way it happens
in the book. When I went home to Kansas
to take care of her, I knew she didn't have
long to live. There was a lot about her life 1
still wanted to know more about, so creating
all this fiction about her childhood and life
was my substitute for the time [ thought we
were going to have before she died. It sounds
very Dr. Phil to say it was part of the heal-
ing process, but it helped me come to terms
with what was happening—channeling that
energy into creative work got me through
that period a lot easier. So I took this whaole
fietional thing and blended this memaoir per-
tion, and it completely jump-started the book
for me again.

So it could be called a fictoir?

Yeah. You're not the first person to say that
to me. I did this writing workshop fellowship
thing in Minneapeolis at this place called The
Loft, and this woman said the same thing
Maybe I should have them change the book
¢over and put that on it instead of novel.

As the book cover gives away in its syn-
opsis, Scott discovers a boy named Otis
handcuffed in a secret basement room.
Where did Otis come from?

It's funny. I think at some point 1 wanted

ReadQut Shorts

Tales from the Town of Widows

James Canon

Harper Perennial (www.harpercollins.com)

An isolated Columbian village's men are
taken away by Communist guerrillas.
After a long, hungry struggle, the re-
maining women find a way to step out of
their traditional roles ta build a culture

ivoss  that mirrars the ideology that took away

o v o

their men. After sixteen years a few of
the men return, but they find that the price of staying
is to live by the women's rules. It would be easy to say
that “this is a female utopia book that really works,” but
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that would minimize the brilliance of this major work.
I'm sure | won't be the only person comparing Cafion to
Allende and Marquez. —Review: Angel Curtis

Making Waves: Navy Women of World War Il
Evan Bachner

Abrams (www.abramsbooks.com)

This beautiful book pulls you in
with its cover: strong women in
work clothes, in repose. Bachner
has assembled over 150 not-
seen-hefore photographs of
World War Il WAVES and aircraft
plant workers. What immedi-

ately struck me is the respect the photographers of the
time showed their subjects. Instead of seeing anything
at all exploitive, we see pictures that brilliantly showcase
the strength, commitment, and work of American women,
This is more than a coffee-table hook—it is a slice of
history we're starting to forget. —Review: A.C.

Straight Acting

Angelo Pezzote

Kensington (www.kensingtonbooks.com)

The askangelo.com advice columnist confronts the "no
fems" attitude of M2M personals and the subsequent
pressure to “butch it up.” Much of what he says is com-
mon-sensible in that “well, now that you say it” kind —

Yes.

We have
iISssues...

Subscribe

to OutSmart and never
Mmiss an issue again.

. $27/12 months or $48/24 months.

Call 713/520-7237

or visit us online at
www.OutSmartMagazine.com

HYBRID
SYNERGY
DRIVE

Spectacles

on Montrose
distinctive eyewear

4317 montrose blvd
713.529.3937

ruce.com
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Diverse Properties, Diverse Clientele

Cody Bowman
A professional approach to real estate

713/621-8001
www.codybowman.com

[11E METROPOLITAN
i | ARV IARFRY

KELLE® WILLIAMS

WFecl/ing lost, stuck, or without
direction?

Does your world feel like it has
beep turned upside down?

. = . ‘-
I'd like to help
D. “Woodja" Flani M.S., L.P.A. Recr |
Psych D‘ija istaa:":::lggglfeer Counselor 713-589-9804

Supervised by Elizabeth Maynard, Ph.D.

2600 Southwest Freeway, Suite 409
www.dwoodjaflanigan.com

I BOSH Friendly
ap——

Transgender Friendly

Voted one the top
“Best Places To Buy Eyewear”
in Houston

It’s Where You Find Your Look In Eyewear

3966 Westheimer -+ Highland Village - 713-622-4411
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l!idﬂllt contmued from page 94

there to be a blur between what was actually
happening—realistic fiction—and the fiction
that generates from an unreliable narrator.
That's one of the tricks of the book—the
narrator and the other lead character are
unreliable in a way. She's dying and losing
her mind, and he's so screwed up with drugs
and all that, I wanted Otis to represent
something physical and real for some read-
ers, but he is also a representation of the
narrator’s childhood and this past he can no
longer reclaim. And I love playing with ghost
stories and psychologieal thrillers. I wanted
an element of that also.

What is it about abused or abducted kids
that you find so interesting?

[ don’t know. You just have your obsessions
and don’t realize until someone says, in all
three books you've done this. I realize all my
favorite writers have their own obsessions.
You can pick up anything and read a para
graph and say, this is Flannery O'Connor
or Dennis Cooper. It's not like they write
the same book over and over, but they
have their thing. I guess it was something
[ always was obsessed with, My mom and
[ [were both] obsessed. There was some
kid missing in my town, and | remember
my mom collecting articles and newspaper
clippings about him. I started reading early,

and the idea excited my parents—whatever

ras interested in they would foster. In-

d of The Wizard of Oz, they would bring
home true-crime books that I would read at

seven years old.

Do you watch MSNBC's To Catch a Preda-
tor series, where they entrap adults who
think they're hooking up with someone
underage online?

You know, that is one of my hugest pet
peeves. It's total entrapment, and I hate how
there's this idea that's going to make some
one better. The way to rehabilitate them is
not to humiliate them and ruin their lives on
national TV, I hate how the host and produe-
ers act holier than thou, as if they don’t have
any skeletons in their closets.

So what's your dream cast for the movie
version?

That’s a tough one. Weird. I don't know that |
thought about it that much. Since the book is
so close to home and I used the same names,
when I saw the book in my head it felt like I
was writing a memair in some ways. | doubt
it will ever be a movie. 'm still amazed Mys
terious Skin was made.

Lawrence Ferber profiled director Kimberly

Peirce and her movie Stop-Loss for the April
OutSmart.

ied from page 94

ReadOut Shorts .

of way, but he often says it repeatedly. (I
get it—relax and be yourself!) It's full of
good advice . . . it's just too long by half.
Skim through the repetition for the parts
that could benefit you.

—Review: Neil Elfis Orls

Fool on the Hill

Morgan Hunt

Alyson Books (www.alyson.com)
Morgan Hunt continues to delight with this
new offering. Tess finds her ex-lover and

o roommate's musical idol crucified during

her morning walk. She then works to find
the killer before the killer finds her, This
one is the whole package—characters who

continug to grow, a great story, wonderful writing, and

wicked humor. —Review; A.C.

Purple Panties
Edited by Zane
Sirebor/Atria Books (www.simonsays.com)
N Women, light the candles, pour the wine,
3 ) and get ready to rumble! Zane pulls to-
J.. gether stories from some of the world's top
i { oi erotic writers to produce a “can't sit still”
\ collection of pure delight. When | sat down
L ZANE to write this review, | wanted to simply pull

{ my thesaurus and list every word for hot, sexy, and
steamy. It's that good. —Review: A.C. B

—

. un - Wed 11 a.m. - Midnight
Thurs - Sat 11 a.m.-4 a.m.

2710 Montrose
713/524-4499

Robert

Snellgrove

lcsw

Counselor . Psychotherapist
713.522.7014
www.robertsnellgrove.com

4200 MONTROSE SUITE 540

ART KELLER, DC.

Work Injuries Auto Accrdents

Sports Injuries Acupuncture

Impairment Ratings

713.781.3344

CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

3033 Chimney Rock at Richmond, Suite 440

New and Certified Pre-Owned Auto Specialist

713-868-6879

Ask me about Mercedes-Benz
ATTRACTIVE
FINANCING INCENTIVES

* k& ok ok
STAR MOTOR CARS

7000 Katy Road * Houston, TX 77024
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by Sally Sheklow

SEX OBSESSED

Sally tries to keep the focus on our daily lives and equal rights for all

1l never forget the first time I saw
lesbians on TV (if you don't count
Wimbledon). In the early 1980s

our goddess Ellen cracked daytime
Phil Donahue hosted

Vears
before
TV's lavender ceiling
apanel of unabashed, openly lesbian leshians
on his talk show. The Amazon grapevine
buzzed like crazy. We all tuned in.

The host

introduced his guests, all

groomed and smiling in the TV studio’s
swivel chairs, ready to chat with the affable,
white-haired husband of Free to Be You and
Me's Marlo Thomas. What could go wrong?
PDonahue was a r'r'.-|rl'[‘1.'!|l]t' show. Phil
would keep things civil. Wouldn't he?

talked

about themselves, their commumties, how

The lesbian guests eloquently

they were people like everyone else, Gays

and lesbians, they said, all too often lost

_|||1|h l'lIE—-In{i_\. homes—and sometimes their

lives—because certain people considered

gueers a danger to society (just the same

as now, only there were fewer allies then to
raise a stink).

What a thrill to
of-the-closet leshians
homosexual agenda of getting folks to stick
up for us when our basic human rights are

wateh eonfident, out-
advance our militant

violated. Ya gotta give Donahue props for
bringing it to daytime TV.

He turned to his studio
Someone in the back row had a question.
theater
reached his mic across the row. The camera

audience

Phil jogged up the steps and

zoomed in on a husky, 30-something guy

in a baseball cap. The whole world was
watching. His question? “Is cunnilingus
still the main deal?”

I kid you not.

Keep in mind this was back in the pre-
wardrobe-malfunction day, a time of un

bleepable, non-delay, live TV broadeast.
Poor Phil Donahue.

discussion had just

He was stunned. His

plummeted

erudite

mgm Smre

mgm Price. |

't

Your Kroger Signature store on Montrose
offers one-stop shopping convenience.

v PHARMACY

v NATURE’S MARKET
v ORGANIC PRODUCE
v WINE CHILLER

v FLORAL SHOPPE

v BAKERY
v BOARS HEAD DELI

v ROTISSERIE CHICKEN

v FTD WoORLDWIDE FLORAL DELIVERY

3300 Montrose Blvd.
713-526-7865
RX 713-526-1239
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What is P"ufes?'
E: - An iniovative system of mind-body exercise.
~ Pilates ﬁmmﬂy ransforms the way your body looks, feels and
therefore improving mental and physical well-being. It builds sfreng
exeess hufk;mngu sleek, foned body with slen-
dnr thighsand o Hufalldumen ;

body awareness, good posture and easy,
movement. Pilates Wpruvns ﬁe:‘hﬂi!p', :

‘ﬂ'hm your oge or mdﬁhn itwill work
Peope b do plts ool ol hy
‘posture, are less prone to injury, ond

: hurrumwdl health.

straight into the gutter.
Here was the chance of a lifetime to

explore the insights of these amazing

women into human dignity, equality, and

justice. Then some tool reduces their entire

stimulation.
“Let’s talk

life experience to genital
Hello? “I'm gay” does not mean

about sex.”

That mentality should have been
serapped decades ago. But no.
Just last week, the Honorable Gary

George explained why he is cosponsoring
a hill to repeal Oregon’s antidiscrimination
law. And [ quote, “My advice to the gay
community is SHUT UP—just don’t talk
about it. If you walk around talking about
what you do in the bedroom, you should be
on the pervert channel.”

Again, 1 kid you not
Here iz a

The Pervert Channel?

supposed representative of the people

pushing an initiative to take away peoples’

HardCore Pilates
will get you in and out
ill_ijtlﬂ 1 he!

Get 8 sessions for h‘le price of 6
(Offer goad for the month af May

protection from discrimination, and he ealls
us perverts?

It's so not about what we do in the
bedreom, Senator. A law dictating what my
domestic partner and I do in our bedroom
would have to regulate folding laundry,
working erossword puzzles, and flea-
combing cats.

Senator George and his Repuglican co-
gponsors have a bad case of xenophobia.
Difference freaks these people out. What
from straight, by
is the gender of who we have
though that criterion
has its exceptions (Senator Wide-Stance
“I'm-not-gay!” Larry Craig, for example).
Still, you don't see us obsessing over what

differentiates gay
definition,
gsex with—even

heterosexuals do sexually. We dont have
to. That information is everywhere—one
recent case in point being Eliot Spitzer,
New York's now ex-governor, who joins the
pantheon of heterosexual public officials
whose sex habits dominate the media. As
I understand it, though, those antics didn't
take place in the governor’s bedroom.

Even so, curiosity is human nature. You
can find lesbian sex info on The L Word
(fiction), bad porn (sexist), and Dan Savage
{gay man), but when ean you really ask a
leshian? 1 kinda see where the Donahue-
audience guy was coming from. In honor of
Senator George telling me to shut up, I'll
tell you what I know.

Besides our struggle to end antigay
discrimination, hate crimes, rejection from
relatives, and religious condemnation,
| would say most lesbians’ main deal is
groceries, dishes, health care, work, family,
and community. OK, OK, and
sometimes, on a good day, cunnilingus.

maybe

Award-winning columnist Sally Sheklow sat-
tsfies curiosity from fer home in Eugene, Oregon,

Reserve your space now.
Deadline May 16

For adve rtising information
{_.4':‘]|| ?I._‘).— .r__JLU-Y,_,Sx

JOSE MCDONALD
MORTGAGE CORPORATION

2323 S Shepherd, Ste 915 + Houston, TX 77019 + 713,942.0005
TXMB 49346

+ Bad...and good...credit mortgage experts
+ Many “low” money down programs*

+ Home loans down to credit scores of 500

+ Bankruptcy, repo, collections: We can help!

+ I will find the best deal on the market for you and
your situation

*Certain restrictions apply.

Call and get approval in 20 minutes FREE!

ENDLESS FINANCE OPTIONS

STRICT CONFIDENTIALITY

281/658-7220

Jason Baca
jasonbacal @yahoo.com

TXLO55934 Managing Loan Officer

PROTECTING YOUR PARTNERSHIP

-~ VETHAN WALDROP, 11
Law OFFICE

Board Certified in Consumer and

Commercial Law by the Texas

Board of Legal Specialization®
Charles M.R. Vethan, Esg*

Charles M.R. Vethan, Esq.* W. Mathew Waldrop
Attorneys & Counselors
AV Rated by Marindale Hubbell
L e Protecting Assets in Alternative Lifestyle Relationships
~... = Partnership and Business Planning
. *Divorce and Family Law for Same Sex Partners
* Medical and Financial Powers of Attorney
" #Contracts & Commercial Transacations
- www.vwtexlaw.com 2909 Baldwin Street
= Miotown Loanon iv Tre MonTRoSE
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Montrose - Lovely 3/2.5/2 Montrose

gt Time Out with OutSmaART
SPECIHML PROMOTIONS AND ADVERTISING bungalow! Great curb appeal, nice
3 landscaping, living room and dining room are
eyl open with big windows and lots of light. The
s H ow u s YOUR OU'I'SM ART i : ‘o home has a large mother-in-law apartment
.ér”ﬂh ¥ with full kitchen & bath added that is perfect
E ;;“"“”«'J: for a family member, or could be used as a
i’ Ll rental or kept as is for the perfect party house!
® | AddEgE | Recessed lighting, energy- efficient reverse
' AriavmE & blinds, rice fans, french doars, crown molding and hardwoods throughout make this a
E f: ARERRL,, 1 et must see! You'll love the beautifully landscaped yard & the porte cache! $449,900.
e WiRRERG For Adult : : : W Heights - A beauliful Frank Lloyd Wright-
F ucked away in downtown Houston is a small private non profit school inspired home in the heart of the Houston
P NERERRR i Tiﬂunded exclusively for adults with mental disabilities. The school which Heights in walking distance to great Heights
restaurants, shopping & the Heights jogging

opened its doors to students five years ago is in desperate need of money
in order to keep its doors open. You might have seen the recent outdoor board
ampaign about Darla's School encouraging people to log onto the school's web
site to make an online donation
Although the students range in age from 24 to 50 most are very child like and
function at a 5 to 10 year cld level. Most of the students graduated from high
choo! they were only reading at a first grade level when they started at Darla's.
Darla’s is the first educational facility for this special population of adults to open

trail. The home is light and airy with fabulous
living areas. The home is on a beautiful treed
lot and has a porte cache. You'll love coming
home 1o this peaceful and remarkable

32 5/2 retreat! $545K

League City - This fabulous home I g
a great neighborhood is perfect for your

n Harris County. big or growing family! Formals, great living
The namesake for Darla's comes from Darla Deese a lady who spent 31 years area with 2-story fireplace, open kitchen,
of her life locked up in a state institution for the mentally retarded. Twelve years breakfast room, BIG covered deck off back
J 1go her sister, Esther Hobbs, brought Darla home ta live with her and began of home has large hot tub & a very big back
forming Darla's School. Darla’s board of directors is currently working on a yard, 5 bedrooms & 3 1/2 baths! You're

gonna love it! The neighborhood features
Jogaing trails, lakes, swimming pool and S0
much more! $214,900

model for the school that can be taken across the country. The board has the
passion, the vision, the creativity and the  To learn more about the
ledication to make a big difference for this  school and to make a

forgotten population. But they need some  donation please go to For more information,  KAREN DERRf
nore moneeeeey. Will you help? www.darlas.org. call Bob Derr at 713/875-70409. e T

Sh
second anniversary in Pisa.

GOING OUT OF TOWN? ol LS

TaKE QUTSMART AL . SNAP A PICTURE OF YOURSELF AT YOUR DESTINATION
KE LU ONG

AND SEND | TO US: WE WILL PUBLISH OU
d 4 8 L
IMAGES TO EIUF'IJ-'D SMAPIN AGAZINE.COM OR MAIL PHOTOS TO

3406 Aupuson/HousTon, TX 77006, The softest cloud, the whitest dove

Upon the wind of heaven's love
Past the planets and the stars
et = FOR YOUR CALENDAR Leave this lonely world of ours iy Tl anie
Cody B o (1) and -paT'r.ner Gary Check out these events supported by OUTSMART: Escape the sorrow and the pain R T = N ¥
i o And fly again gt . ¢ Ry Shopetier— i )
Hagie: in Sydney. May 8: ActOut, the Alley Theatre pre-show mixer for An f' Ry, fy peocions ose .b" . ZAL T
American in Paris with GLBT theater fans. Info: wwaw, S

Your endless j f i ' &1 I | BTV YT, r G Ter
N kel e 4 WIS G T6i Ranual

{ ¢ B 55 I
For toobeauie for tis I L P
Cross over to the other shore _ ¥ I

There is peace forevermore

Michael Ruggerio (I) and partner alleytheatre.org.

Anthony Campos in San Miguel May 10: Comdia y Amigos, a dining fundraiser for Brazos
de Allende. Abiertos, a nonprofit AIDS/HIV health clinic in the Yu-
catan. Info: www.hivyucatan.org.

May 17 & 20: Echoes, performed by the Bayou City ' But hold this memory bittersieeet -

Women's Chorus. Info: www.bayoucityperformingarts.org. T]'[]-}’ Ta}'l[]]' Jr. Boid e et ; a IFi ?dr n aJt ‘ v 61 32 r a m
May 18: The Purple Party, benefitting Planned Parent- October 30, 1973 — May 13,2007 Py fiy do not fear riday, June 13, 2008__ g
hood's outreach, education, and HIV pragrams. Info: Don't waste a breath, don't shed a tear RS _ - 7 p.m. =k
www.pphouston.org/purple. Vi Bt s, e asal s (s : & ’

May 22: Out@TUTS night. After The Drowsy Chaperone, ’ Be on your way, doo't wait for me

enjoy live cabaret music, mingle and sing with the cast It's been a year now and not Abave the umiverse you'll climh

members, and enjoy hors d'oeuvres and drinks at happy- a dil)' goes I]}' that you are not On beyond the hands of time

The moon will rise, the sun will set

hour prices in Artista Restaurant. Info: www.TUTS.com. :
thought of. You will always be g yor't foret

June 13. The 16th Annual HATCH Alternative Prom,

Roy Burchett (1) and Chris Whatley cel- Info: 713/529-3590. loved and never forgotten. Fl, By it ving
ebrating their 11th anniversary while June 27-29. Pride Week. Houston's GLBT Pride Week 2 Fly where MIr_ﬂl!}lsfﬂg
aboard a Halloween cruise hosted by A celebrations. Info: www.PrideHouston.org. y Fly away, the time is right
Houston drag diva Anita Bump. Kiki Neumann in Santa Fe. Go now, fnd the light : pr S
L i For more information or to reserve fickets, pléase call 713.529.3590
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by Sheri Taylor Bockelman Deadline for OutSmart's May issue is 5 p.m., Friday, May 9. |
-IE_ INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING:

a few lines of info about your event; date/time; cost;
Daily (Mon.-FriL]

location/address; organization name; AND two phone
numbers—one for OufSmart to reach you for questions
and one for OutSmart readers to get more info on your
| event. Maw ivko ro: OutSmart Magazine, 3406 Audubon
Place, Houston, TX 77006. Fax iveo ro: 713/522-3275
E-man wro to: Calendar@outsmartmagaaine.com
NO LISTINGS CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER
THE DEADLINE DATE-FRIDAY, MAY 9.

Weekly (Mondays)
TG Sllpllllrl Group. The tra T |J,Ju[|;.|u|||1 I. GA”
n Lo any transger \ o
member. Free. 7
Alabama. Mare info
WA uston.com
Weekly (Thursdays)

TG Puﬂuth Sntlal y |:’u I’f- ] uk il .1I I

Dally (Sun Fr.l..}
HI\" T&sting Legacy Community Health Services offers free

b1l er:r'Pu\h Monthly (Every 4th Saturday)

Pus, 611 Hyc : : P.LL S1AR NEWS AND VIDED TG Sllppl'lrl Group.
Emrorium, 3415 Baly Freeway & 3d, Thurs. 4-Bpm WV ]

BraAZOS RIVER BOTTOM, 24( U m-12am; fllll—' Weekly (Thursdays) )

1415, lifornia, Thy am; {1 ug HousToN 5 Depresswn & Iilpolar Stlppﬂrl Group. ¢ T ]

Fannin, 1 i's, 817 Farview I 3 dlis K ||n inke Maore infor

8pm 12 ,12||.||]||||.c_ Wei. & 10pr L]'ﬁ. '_'. for Cristan) or www.In 'rI "

Monthly (Saturdays)
Second Saturdays at Winter St. Studms [
cy at Winter St. Studios every second Satu
5 d great w @l and hang with

10pm-1am; EROS 1207 BouTique
i . Wed. 3-Tpm; GEORGE SPORTS BAR, 61

don. 6-1 J|| IN & OuT, | 0

.\-ﬂmnrs NMI Rmn 102

MipTOWN
m & Fro 10p tm; RIPCORD
| mws Ennnrn POCKET, 8
A complet

50 pm I|||.

Weekly (Sl.m Wed Sat.)

Lu-ire and Ra(llets Ten --I enthusiasts of all
1 I 5 Club at |

» [isting of 1o

: Mcnth!y (E\.reryr 4th Saturday]
FTM TG Snppori Grnnp i 1-Male 58

Monthly (Tuesdays)
The Houston SPCA Pet lnss Suppnrt Group pro

TEARS OF A ¥

7,

CLOWN 3

f »

‘The King and the Clown’ g

Jjoin forces at the museum Y
ubbed the Korean Brokeback Mountain
because of its homoeroticism, The King
and the Clown, which screens on June 1

at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, is actually {

more chaste than the Ang Lee-directed Ameri-
can film. An intimate relationship between one

B - L S

of two itinerant male clowns and the tyrannical
16th-century ruler who takes a faney to him is
never depicted but definitely implied (and there is
a king-on-clown kiss). Even that suggestion cre-
ated a sensation upon the 2005 premiere of the
film. Loosely based on historical events, the film Menage a trois?: Well, not

in the more obvious inter-
_pretation. But for a Korean ~
film, maybe so. Jun-gi Lee

() plays the clown, Jin-
yeong Jeong is the king,

and Seong-Yeon Kang is

the concubine.

is part of Korean Cinema Now (and Then) at the
museum. $7 general admission; museum mem-
bers, seniors, and students with identification
receive a $1 discount. More info: T13/639-7515,
www.mfah.org/film. —Tim Brookover
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HISTORICAL
VISION

Summer in the city

L Bent?: Rufioi(Rachel Hill) is one of they
performers ind@endermyn’s Summer

b Lavin': One De%at a Time, coming ta
Numbers on Ju

he benders of gender are back.

Houston’s own gender perfor-

mance troupe, Gendermyn, is
staging another fine show, lovingly
called Summer Lovin’: One Decade
it a Time. * “Don’t let the title fool
vou—this is not a throw-back to
(Grease,” says Gendermyn co-founder
lessica Mays. “Instead, this show chal-
lenges the gender spectrum along a
space/time continuum. One Decade ai a
Time presents period pieces throughout
different decades; contemporary music
with historical looks is the vision.” »
Expect performances from GM member
Rufio (pictured here) and the rest of
crew depicting Victorian genderqueers,
20s-era’s .|u_~'|_~p]'1i:1t.- Baker's banana
dance, '30s queer glamour, and every-
hing in between. * More than 500 peo-
ple packed into Numbers for Cirque du
SolGay, the GM’s last show; expect no
less for this next foray scheduled June
7, 9 p.m., at Numbers Nightclub, 300
Westheimer. * When they aren’t busy
‘challenging the gender continuum,”
Gendermyn members devote time to
community projects, including helping
out last month with the transgender
Unity Banquet. The ‘'myn also perform
May 18 for Planned Parenthood’s
Purple Party at Meteor, and travel to
Austin on May 30 to play the Kings N
Things’ birthday show at the Elysium,
705 Red River. Details: www.myspace.
:om/bayoucitygendermyn. —Nancy Ford
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Dr. Info; 713/¢ xt. 127, or www, houston:
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Ritmo Latino, featuning the Spanis
Grammy Award-winning 13-1
presented by Society for Perfo :
Theatre in Hermann Park. Free, Info: www
com of 281/373-3386
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YMSM
SmLe 2001, The Houston area has seen
a 100-percent increase of new HIV di-
agnoses among “voung men [who have] sex
with men.” Accordingly, a health summit is
being convened by the Houston Department
of Health and Human Services and related
agencies. Club 2020, 2020 Leeland St. May
1, 8 a.m. 'til 2 p.m. Details: www.houstontx.
gov/health/HIV-5TD.

UHHH . .. WHERE?
h Huh Her, the indie/electro/pop duo
fronted by Leisha Hailey (The L Word's
Alice Piezecki), plays Walter’s on Washington
this month. We were surprised, too. May 5,
9 p.m. 4215 Washington Ave. Tickets: $10.
T13/862-2513.

EXPERT ADVICE
Dvni:-au O'Doherty, a licensed professional
and couples therapy counselor for over
20 vears, dis-
cusses Effective
Confrontation
at AssistHers’
monthly meet-
ing. May 10,
10:30 a.m,
Bering Unit-
ed Methodist
Church, 1411
Harold St.(Look
for O'Doherty’s

ad in this issue about her upcoming Leisure

Learning Unlimited classes.) Details: www.
relationshiptherapistrn.com.

YOU RANG?
pplications are being accepted for the
Gay & Lesbian Switchboard training
scheduled May 34, May 10, and May 17-18.
Volunteers provide information about GLBT
organizations and businesses, coming out is-

sues, suicide prevention, sexual assault, hate
crimes, and more. Details: www.maontrose

counselingcenter.org.

RIDE ON

ontrose Bicycle Club (formerly Pink

Flamingos) has two rides scheduled
this month. The May 4 ride celebrates Cinco
de Mayo, departing at 1 p.m. from The 611
club, proceeding to Miller Outdoor Theatre
for the Latin-themed concert, and return-
ing to the 611 for h.-amhurgu:r.-i_ The May 18
ride also leaves from and returns to the 611,
beginning at 11 a.m. Details: montrosebicyel
eclub@hotmail .com.

OUT IN THE THEATRE
ﬁ‘ ctOUT at the Alley Theatre presents The

rershwins: An American in Paris, a mu-
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sieal behind-the-scenes look at the making
of the movie. Montrose Counseling Center's
SPRY program is the evening’s community
partner. May 8, with reception at 6:30 p.m.;
show at 7:30 p.m. Alley Theatre, 615 Texas
St. Details: 713/220-5700, ext. 1.

COURT SHOWS

RSICSS presents Small, Tall & Every-

thing in Between, benefiting Montrose
Counseling Center’s SPRY program for
seniors. May 9, 9 p.m. Geoarge's, 617 Fair-
view. Later, ERSICSS’s Marcia Mink Gill
celebrates her birthday with Passover on
Benefits Montrose Counseling
30 p.m.

Drag Time.
Center's building fund. May 16, 8
EJ's, 2517 Ralph St.

WINE, GLASS
Artist Kerry Cleaver exhibits fused glass
fountains, wind chimes, and more at a
wine tasting provided by La Fuente Winery.
A signed gift accompanies purchases of her
products at the receptions. May 9 and 10,
noon ‘til 5 p.m. Surprises, 6100 Westheimer.
Details: 713/266-9400,

DOUBLE FEATURE

he Bayou City Performing Arts’ Bayou

City Women’s Chorus presents Strength
and Solidarity: Echoes of Women, a two-
part, two-night concert series. The May 17
concert features selections by Carole King,
Marvin Hamlisch, and others. The May
20 show finds the women in '40s costume,
singing hits of that era. Both shows start at
7:30 p.m. Bering Memorial United Method-
ist Church, 1440 Harold St. Tickets: $25
Details: www.bayoucityperformingarts.org
* 713/521-7464.

POWER TO THE PURPLE
Tlu- Purple Party is Planned Parenthood’s
inaugural spring fundraiser benefiting
its GLBT-focused outreach, education, and
HIV programs. Features a performance by
Houston Gendermyn. May 18, 2-5 p.m. $25.
Meteor Lounge, 2306 Genesee. Details: www.
pphouston.org/purple.

BOYS OF ALMOST SUMMER
he Montrose Softball League presents
the 20th annual Lone Star Classic
softball tournament, themed Everything
Is Bigger 'n Texas. May 24-25. Houston
Sportsplex, 12631 S. Main. Details: www.
montrosesoftballleague.com.

GET CRACKIN'
omen In Power Society, also known as
WIPS, is Houston's pansexual, leather,
Levi, BDSM, fetish, legal adult entertain-
ment and social club. This month the women

and their friends celebrate 10 years since
founders Eva and Elizabeth hung the club’s
colors at Mary’s, Naturally. WIPS' next chap-
ter begins May 25 with a 10th anniversary
celebration. A full brunch with drink specials
starts m 10 a.m. at Mary's. The party contin-
7 p.m. with the hanging of WIPS new
colors at Tony's Corner Pocket, with dinner
and a cocktail reception. Tickets: $10-3$15.
Details: www.wipsociety.net.

uesat 7

BEND IT AS MUCH LIKE BECKHAM
AS POSSIBLE
Mum-ru.w Soceer Club is seeking new
players for a men’s team in the Hous-
ton Football Association, a local, amateur
soccer league, “If a player hasn't played
in years, but knows the game and has ex-
perience, he's welcome to practice with us
and join the team,” says co-founder Kevin
Taylor. Details: www.montrosesoccer.org
¢ T13/862-9491.

BUNNY-CURIOUS?
Bunniufa on the Bayou, that fun, chari-
table group of friends that produces the
downtown outdoor gala each Easter after-
noon, seeks new members, The bunnies also
seek former members of their 30-year-old
group to participate in the 2008 Pride Pa-
rade. Details; T13/523-2566 * info@bunnies
onthebayou.org.

SUNDAY IN THE PARK WITH SOFTBALL
he Houston Women’s Softhall League
plays each Sunday on Memorial Park
Fields 4 and 5, 10:30 a.m. 'til 3 p.m. with
teams representing AssistHers, Houston
Women's Festival, and others. Details: www.

h\\'h’l OTE.

RAW THEATRICS

Ccmmr'} Playhouse Black Box Productions
presents bare (formerly, bare—a pap

opera), directed by O'Dell Hutchison. June

6-7,12-14, 19-21. 8 p.m. 12802 Queensbury

Ln. Details: 7T13/467-4497.

WELL WOMEN

eservations for Lesbian Health Initia-
Rtiv{'-llml;irm'ﬁ Rainbow Health Fair's
free mammograms and Pap smears go fast
Those seeking appointments are asked to
call 713/426-3356 asap. Also offered that
day are HIV tests, total chalesterol, blood
sugar, A1C for diabetics, blood typing, oral
sereening for cancer, nutrition counseling,
information about living wills, and related
legal matters, as well as health educalion
and materials. June 7, 8:15 a.m. 'til 3:15
p.m. Legacy Community Health Ser
vices, 215 Westheimer. Details: www.lhi
houston.org. B

houstongrand urerJ Org |?H—}'?F|—-L)I‘I RA (6737)
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Pet Sitting §

IN THE HEIGHTS

Experienced « Bonded « Professional « References
Competitive Rates: $24/day or $12 per visit.
Special 25% Cash, or New Client Discount!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights
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This is not a model!
Lucy is an actual client!




PLUMBING &
APPLIANCE
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 BTAns

5403 Kirby at Sunset Blvd.
www.villageplumbing.com
24-hour Emergency Service

Showroom Hours:
(M-F) 8 AM to 6 PM;
(Sat) 9 am to 5 Pm

qBBE Winner of Dmrm.tlun.
2 years in a row.)

We handle ALL of your A/C, heating,
plumbing & appliance repair needs.

DA RACETZa MDY
Medication Management
Psychotherapy

Specializing in Depression,
Bipalar, Anxiety, ADHD disorders
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Ciacomo Pucani, with a program ol
¢, and orchestral music. The 90-
voice choir and |:rr_1[|:wu1|| orchestra theills the audience with
Puccini's seldom-heard masterpiece, Messa a Quathio Voo
con Orchestra (Mass for Four Voices with Orchestra), sung in
Latin. Additional warks include anas from many of his operas,
such as La Bohéme and Tosca, The program s produced with
support and encouragement from the Honorable Cristiano
Maggipinto, consul general of Italy in Houston, and that of the
itahan Institute of Culture, Los Angeles. The consulate hosts
& post-performance wine reception, included with admission
5 pm. Advance Tickets: $20-530 (5 i
6/fstudents/seniors). Concert day
Stude Concert Hall, 6100 Main 51 Inlm ckets .\-\-Wln I o
www.unahouston.org/unacheir
18 (Sun.)
Ride On! The Montrose Bicycle Club hits th
from 611 Club, returming at 2 pm, where you cook your own
burgers! 611 Hyde Park Blvd
18 (Mon.)

Finely Ortheslrated in Contrasting |

af the birth of compaser
some of his choral, oper:

M1h GCeo |\<9~. Bizet's ligh
Popular among lacal | audience
'?Il | a7 5 5l \sr n II- \Flr-

.|.[I e —!ulltw'_'-_ nter for I’n—lu ormin
info: www. houstonchamberorches
24 (Sat )

J4fE 1, WWW.ODDMSHAYWIres
Aisert Yourself. D

ounselor ftherapist, |

Last Wuheu.
Twelve teams of
ito

5 adl=3Un

Interior D 1
stonhistory.org or 409-7

Tickets/more nfo; www.;
B77-172-5425

ANNING AHEAD

ys on Stage: Law of the Sea. This year™
production of Night Court, HBA's annual all-lawyer musical
comedy, will have the aud 3 hou'r i||'- and sinker
Don'twait to ckets—they're goi iy
Bar Asscciation charitable works. V
commemorative pirale stem); Ti
3, get 1 free); Fri, I lune 7. 8 pm, 529
Sat, June s, iJ| 1, 515 (dre 93|k spullr Ildlll“u‘- Tickets/info
www.hba org.
Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston. 1
miusical tnlogy by contempaorary com v, Mett
morphosis will leave you mesmenzed. The second half features
3 1-|u1.mn[am|:lc-r.1w choral pleces from compaosers

an ernuhunallv power 3
foliows a young man's journey from early ©
adulthood and his first love, Tom betweent

familyand his true identity, h

Louisiana. Tickets/info; www. bayoucityperformingarts.org
Free Polka Party 2 r Outdoar Theatre, ( mrb"rn"' the
Czech, German, and Polish heritage of South Texas, th !

performances will be tied -le,uh o by pelka mi
live by Harry Czarnek & The Texas Dutchmen. Seve
Core choreographer and artistic director Sue Schroeder wil
collaborate with the dancers of (
and members of the "Red and Whites,” the loc:
Polka Lovers Klub of America. loin in pre-shov
730 pm; performance, 8 pm. Have fun with b
during intermission, and dance the polka afterward! Fri,,

ingo and prize:
lune &

Info: www.severaldancerscore.org or 713/862-5530.
Bravissime 08 includes a dinner concert featuring famous
arias and duets prasented by some of the nation's finest young
operatic voices. Take part in an incredible silent auction, and enjoy
an evening among museum quality art, while benefiting Opera in
Heghts. Fri, lune 6, 6:30-10 pm at The Houston Club, 811
Ave. Invitation/info: email midge @ operaintheheights.org
all 713/861-5303. More: www.operaintheheights.org
ry in Motion. Houston Ballet caps its 2007-2008 season
iring one of the oldest ballets n existence with one of
newest. Celebrated Danish ballet master Johnny Eliasen
5 his staging of August Bournonille’s 1836 masterpiece,
Inhide, ane of the landmark works of the Romantic era, to
Houston Ballet's repertoire. Set in Scotland in the 1830s, the
et dramatizes the romance of the farmer James and the
 an ethereally beautiful, winged, fairy creature who visits
hirm in his dreams. Inspired by the distinctive Japanese anime
style, Stanton Welch's A Dofl’'s House depicts a pitched battle
thit breaks out between the dolls in a toy store after the owner
of the shop leaves, a reflection in futility. 7:30 pm on June 5,
5 and 14; 2 pm on June 8, 14, and 15. Wortham Theater
enier, 500 Texas Ave. Tickets/info: www_houstonballet org or
113/227-ARTS(2787).

FOR THE SUMMER

L e i A T
City Critters Class for Kids. The Houston Arboretum &
Nature Center has a fun week-long workshep for students ages
5-12, designed to give him/her knowledge on ecology with an
urban twist. Learn about the creatures who manage to live close
to humans while still staying wild. You'll see how everyone can
yard a miniature wildlife preserve to attract some of
uing critters. Mon.~Fri, 9 am-9 pm on June 9-13
or July 14-18. $230 members; 5270 non-members. Half-day
mornings, 5120 members; $150 non-members. Pre-registration
equired. 4501 Woodway Dr. Info: www houstonarboretum.org
or 713/681-8433,
Hike Amid Botanicals and Wildlife. The Houston Arbore
tu !f. Nature Center is home to more than 160 species of birds
aridd 33 kinds of butterflies, where you can explore five miles of
5, botanicals, and native wildlife along walking trails, Located

wial Park, 4501 Woodway Dr. Arboretum grounds open
lic, 7 am=7 pm; the Nature Center hours 9 am=5 pm;
il "»u overy Room houses interactive educabonal exhibits such
a jms, touch screens, a 15-f1. model learning tree, and
s with video monitor displays, open 10 am-4 pm
Free admission. Info: www.houstonarboretum.

J43:
Volunteer to Teal:ll Dangers of Hate. Holocaust Museum
Hi Jepends on the assistance of volunteers to help teach

fall's busy tour schedule, HMH
immaonly called docents, to help with those
Docents must commit for a one-year period; weekday
generally give one 2-hour tour per week; weekend
s typically give one tour every other week. Held at Holo-
seum Houston's Morgan Family Center, attend a 7-week
tlass in Holocaust history and tour-traiming: Aug. 12-5ept. 2500
days and Thursdays, 10 am-noon. Applications due by June
0: contact Suzanne Sutherland at ssutherland @hmh.org
142-8000, ext. 102 Using the lessons of the Holocaust
and other genocides, the museum teaches the dangers of hatred,
prejudice, and apathy. Holocaust Museum Houston is free and
open to the public and is located in Houston's Museum Distnct
a1 5401 Caroline St. More: www.hmh.org

____RADIO

After Newrs. Sunday mornings, 1-4 am. Featuring the
QMZ (Queer Music Zone) with Jimmy Carper. KPFT 30.1 FM
(526-5738
Queer Voices. Mondays, 8-10 pm. Features, news, music, infer
Views, reviews, and commentary, KPFT 90.1 FM, T13/526-4000,
Reach Out in the Darkness. Houston's only transgender
facio host and her partner present selected music from the "60s,
ed [lke it was in the "60s, exclusively from vinyl pressings, Every
ednesday morning, 3-6 am, KPFT Pacifica radio (90.1 FM)

I‘ERFORMING ARTS

B e
Bue.l'l'llgﬂfu\s presented by Ars Lyrica. The 2007-2008 grand
season tnale features two major works from the Baroque era
premised on the idea of an American ldof-style singing contest,
plus an instrumental concerto likewise conceived as a competi-
between multiple soloists. G. F Handel's #f duelfo amorose
iives two lovers, each of whom claims to be superior at both
and song, while ). S. Bach's Dispuie between Phoebus and
Pan calls for s mythological characters, who engage in a battle

Bringing you the
BEST of URBAN living...

Terre Coffman
Broker/Associate
713.866.7805
713.866.7807
www.terrecoffman.com

coLbweLL
BANKGR O

UNITED, REALTORS

Feeling anxious? Overwhelmed?
Still haven’t found “it”? Let’s talk.

» Relationships and Family
* Post-Traumatic Stress
« Depression, Anxiety, Bipolar Disorder

Insurance Accepted
D. Scott Stanley, MS, LMFT, LPC
281-960-3991 - mftshrink@yahoo.com

1458 Campbell Road, Suite 250A
Houston, Texas 77055 = Fax: 713-467-6532

Evening and weekend appointments available.

OutSmart MAY 2008 107



TIMBERGROVE/HE

TIMBERGROVE MANOR
806 T.C. Jester
$269,900 |

Allen Frieze o
Realtor® ZRX
832-419-9969 (cELL)
ALLENSOLDIT.COM  713-528-1800 (oFsice)

Larry French Enterprises

Complete Plumbing Services

Residential * Commercial * Remodel * Repair * New Construction
Softeners * Water Purification * Reverse Osmosis * Carbon Filters

Thanks for voting us #1 in the OutSmart Readers’ Poll!

098 NORITZ

Your Water Heater Specialist
Featuring On-Demand
Noritz Tankless

713.956.7733

LF@LarryFrench.net

‘Comiday
Amigos”

A debut dining experience benefiting Brazos Abiertos
7:00 pm to 11:00 pm

May 10, 2008 —
Tickets are $100 USD per person

Tickets can be purchased on our website: www.hivyucatan.org
Phone: 713.208.2482 « John@hivyucatan.org

Silent ¢ Services Auction « Cocktail Attive

Catering by Jackson and Company
A food and wine pairing with select California wines

Guests of Honor: Oscar de la Rosa and La Mafia
Grammy Award winning spokesmen for Brazos Abiertos

Mission Statement:
“Empower the people of Yucatan, Mexico, to respond to AIDS”.
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of wits over tl'-re s
Brand

style of music, Anauthentic preface; Bach's
fo. 2, in its first local performance on

period instruments, 52 Is. 5 pm al
Zilkha Hall, t nDh\, enter f forming Arts, 800 Bagby.
Tckets/info: www.thehobby org or 713/315-2525.

5] Lh

Mﬂr Budd is Hermann Melville's nautical allegory, a time-
less tale of moral conscious versus public duty. When Billy, an
enthusiastic new sailor who is liked by his ates, is falsely
actused of muting by the evil master-at-arms Claggar, there is
only tragedy for Billy, and Captain Vere is conflicted with the
decision he must make. Powerful all-male cast stars bantone
Daniel Belcher as Billy, baritone Liam Bonner as Redburn, bass
bantone Ryan McKinny as Flint, Britesh tenor Andrew Kennedy as
Captain Vere, and Canadian bass Phillip lack-hearted John
laggart. Perfor 'nm‘lr.ng"M with En . Tickets start
a['_, 20, Fri,, May 2, 7:30 pm, Sun., M m, and Fri,, May 9,
7:30 pm (OUT at | h-‘lJpr‘anl W1 I
Center, 500 Texas Ave, Tickets/
org of 713-228-OPERA(6737)
Eeuen-rr Club. Three elderly Jewish women who
their husbands visit the cemetery together, and all is
un til a widower is thrown into the mix. A delightfu
| that shouldn't be mis $14: 512 students/
) pm,, May 30-June 15, Clear
au Bay. Reservations/info

e
oo

\e ors. Fri.

sat,
ok Community
281/335-5428
Dido and Aeneas. Fas:
told as barogque music, co
in an mnovative r||'1I Td |
comes to lite

ITTOW are

jor, evil plots, tragedy, and

'ﬂ.r.nh.rw |hr~4 >

MercuryBarogue.c

'3ur|,ru'-[|',' 18,2p ¥

Bay Area Blvd. Tickets to Sunday's cone

mnmmy C!nperune.Thc Mew T
i

Houﬁnn Ballet Spring Itepelrlonf Frugrm

miere by ace Isll.wd Canadian |h.|uu'|r- her |

Th ralcr
t 3..f-=.m5! or7
door Theatre.

ainme nt 1s always on

g, available
Miller T

de Houston
mariachis,

|1-:m\-'|!(|1 Free '-ﬂ-“l f'.'11,-
..“Im, g I1 am. » H}u allet presents Madome But-
e v*et o Puccini’s me le score. this full-scale story ballet
chronicles the tragic love story of the beautiful getsha Cio-Cio San
and American Lt Pinkerton, Free. Fri., May 9-5un., May 11, Bpm
N encore f'r-ga;;J ment of The

5 of immigrants
ﬂeff’d to Houston

e urluaenl com| 'nlnl-l =3
arch of a new home and better L F. & Sat, May 18
& 17,8:30 pm. = Doncin’ in the Street. . Motown & More
) I tu n mm Ires H £ :p"nd ry mu

eross-cultural performance by the MECA Mariachis and the Dallas
Black Dance Theatre. Free. Fri., May 30, 8 pm. = Best i by
1|1<'- Sandra Organ Dance Company, reprises the best of 10 ye
contemporary ballet programming, Sat,, ﬂ.-'la,- 31, 8:15 pm. =
nru www milleroutdoortheatre.com or 281/373-5386.
The Wedding Singer is the new romantic comedy based on
the hit movie. [t's1985 and every night is a totally rad reception
for rock-star wannabe Robbie Hart and friends, until he's left
at the altar. Enter the girl of his dreams—only she’s about to
marry @ Wall Street shark, Can Robbie win her heart? Go back
to a time when hair was big, greed was good, collars were up,
wl & wedding singer sporting a mullet might be the coolest
in the room. May 16-18. Sarofim Hall, Hobby Ce 0
dagby 5t Tickets/info: www thehobbycenter.org or 713/622
SHOW (7469)
Young and Fertle. A class reunion sends members of the
e family reminiscing through their favorite mo
705,522, [Ir..'l':g,]"ﬂ'llr'|ﬁd1‘!'i[|ill'l."'.l‘|l Theatr
Moreinfo: 713/522-7722 or www.radiomusictt

il lhsw 57) uk An ullexpEL:: | turn of ewnls
about jumping to canclusions and how to treal others, $8
May 3, 10, 17, and 24 at 2 pm. Express Theatre, I‘unrtI
3 www.expresstheatre
Sl‘ecp.l‘lg Buutr Tt e clé assic rc| ry tale

i@ inasr ) | h}, H| uston
Free, no tickets necessary; seating first come, first serve =.i
Mon.-Fri., May 5-9, 11 am |".1|Ir| Dutdoor Theatre in Hermann
Park. Info: www milleroutdoortheatre.com or 281/373-3386

_[PHO'I'OGRAPHY

cm« on the Bayou: Houston's History through Flmurs
Take a visual tour of Houston's historic weather ever
tage photographs of past fioo he
tior n.I contempor: e
photegraphers. John C. Free
I- am-4 pm. $5 adults,
sday af BITOONS, N
nio: www . weathermuseum.org or 713/52
ﬂmnmﬁorwswpnmm mprsed
large-scale portrarts of Amencan teenag
es and reveal the individual stren
graphed young adults from afl e
pectrums in both public and private high schoo
luding Detrot, (hﬂu Orlando, San Francisco, and
To complement Bey's exhibition Iho e\ntwn
mroup of high school students emiple wed b
public programs specifically for young pe
f Polaroid photography by loc:
the Cullen Education Resource R
ugh May 11. Contemporary Arts Museum, 5
Info: www.camh.org or 713/284-8250
Eyemfﬂrdlll'ﬂd lack Yates High School Photography.
The annual exhibition of works by students from the Magnet
School of Commuinication at Jack Yates High School in cc
n with Museum of Fine Arts is designed to express the disti
2 identity of Houston's histonic Third Ward and focu f
st time on photographs from the teens
yoject was founded in 1995 to encour: stoho
1ts, skills, and powers of abservatior |'d|1'urn- the world
around them, documenting this historic neighborhood and its
residents. 57 adults; 53.50 kids 6-18/students/senjors. Through
May 26 at the Caroline Wiess Law Building, 1001 “hﬂnne t
Info: www.mfah. org o 713/639-7300 (en Espanial; 7
7379, TDD/TYY for heanng impaired 1I
Fofk!omld The 0ld, Weird America s i/
exhibition |0-“I£]I'|JFL‘Ih’I'E‘Sl'I;J,t‘IIJ_ of folk imager
history in recent art from the U5, featuring 18 artists plore
ative, idiomatic, and communal subjects from America's past
1r'=r‘r' Th.]l"hﬁbll.'ll'l},lf‘ 162 1‘.h: h“\: nning of the Space
in 1957, colorful story-telling 1e creative

i I‘I1In|‘l [Jf fact and myth [1|n-|l||15= reception Fri., May 9
9-11 pm; through July 20. Contemporary Arts Museum Houston,
216 Montrose Blvdl, Info: www.camh. g o 713/284-8250

Form, Color, Iflumination: Suzan Frecon Fﬂ.inﬁ'ng Ap-
provimately 10 oil paintings and 30 watercolors ran ‘||\s| 1 the
905 to now demonstrate the prowess of this oft-ove (
Through May 11 at the Menil Collection, 1515 Sul Ross. Mare |
iy menil.org or 713/525-9400, —+

In the Heights

Quality Eye Care * Contact Lenses * Fabulous Frames

Lisa T. Woo, 0.D. 713/864-8822

432 West 19th St www. eyeheights.com
Mon., Tue., Thu., Fri8a-6p — Sat. 10a - 4p; Wed. & Sun. clased

— Need Computer Service?

7 n“%“?:::fi PC HomeTech Delivers.

+ NEW SET-UPS

« TROUBLESHOOTING
9”' % SW o HARDWARE/SOFTWARE INSTALLS
o TUNE-UPS & TUTORIALS
) visa

www.pchometech.com 832-496-9246

The Ryan White Planning Council Invites You to meet
Houston Public Leaders and Add Your Input to

Part A and State Services/Part B
Service Definitions for 2009

& 2009 HIV/AIDS Comprehensive Plan

This televised Public Hearing will be held at the
Houston City Hall Annex

City Council Chambers
900 Bagby Street, Public Level
Downtown Houston

7:00pm, Tuesday, May 27, 2008

For more information or to register for free Childcare or
Transportation PLEASE CALL IN ADVANCE:

Ph: 713-572-3724 e Fax: 713-572-3740 e TTY: 713-572-2813

Ryan White Planning Council Office of Support
2223 West Loop South, Suite 240; Houston, TX 77027
WWW.IWpe.or ‘
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+ Voted Best
& Hairstylist

/) tettmart Rt Ghias hvd 2007
on v

515 Westheimer 713 524'@53
Ik www.hairsalonhouston.com
Mon, - Fri. 10am - Tpm | Sat. 10am - 6pm | Sun. Closed

“HARMNESS YOUR ENERGY...
Spring A/C Check-Up,
Only *69°°.»

Lance Carnal
Owner

e

Americav
51&%!&’

\ (£T

@T

832.287.6117 owecr

tejasair@sboeglobal.net www.lejasair.com

Larry Carter
LMT

713-876-8899

larrycarterlmt.massagetherapy.com
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LoneStar Pest Control
713-732-7742

Complete Pest Control Service
b Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Control

This is Termite Swarming Season
Call us to Protect your Investment

Call
Andy

for a free quote

TPCL# 13558

Octavio Barrios, MD

www.doctorbarrios. com

MNow accepling new primary
care patients in the
Mudtovwn/Montrose arca

Most insurances accepted

By appointment only

D Barmics has practicsd Gy medione m the Passdona/ Tieer
Park area for the last 14 years. He is Board certified by the
Amencan Board of Family Practics and a member of the
Amencan Acadenyy of Family Physicians

Houston Pasadena

Monday, Wednesduy, Saturdis: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday:

Skin Renaissance Laser Center i Homzon Family Healthcare

106 Westhenner (at Baghy) 7106 Spencer Highway
Houston, TX 77006 Poasadenn, TX 77505
713.042-7546 IR1-542-0400

Board Certified Family Practice

John Alexander: A Refrospective. This Texas nalive's
evocative oil paintings and drawings convey humor, rage, and
an intimate appreciation of nature, habitat, and ecology. Through
lune 22 at The Audrey Jones Beck Building, 5601 Main St 57
adults; $3.50 kids ages 6-18/students/seniors. More info: www
miah.org or 713/639-7300 (en Espanol: 713/639-7379, TOD/TYY
for hearning impaired: 713/839-7390).

Kara Hearn: A Problem of Courage. The artist uses video
and other works to build intimate and absurd narratives, animat-
ing the ways that fear, regret, griel, horror, and hurmiliation play
themselves out before and after the fact, shifting in and out of
conscinusness, repeating endlessly, and being re-made along
the way. May 9-June 14; opening reception, Fri, May 9, 6-8
pm. DiverseWarks, 1117 East Frwy. Info: www.diverseworks.
org of 713/223-8346

LAUNCH: Rice Studeat Art Exhibition 45. View a col-
lection of outstanding works by undergraduate art students,
selected by the Department of Visual and Dramatic Art and
reviewed by guest curator Nancy Hixon. Mon—Fri, 11 am-5
pm, in the VADA Gallery at the Rice Media Center, located at
Rice University, entrance 8, intersection of University Blvd. and
Stockton 5t Info: www rice.edu

Making the Unfamiliar Familiar: A Program for
High Scheel Studeats. Twenty students who participated
in an engoing education program at the Museum of Fine Arts
exhibit artworks that include canine portraits inspired by Bast in
Show: The Dog in Art and geometnic compositions inspired by
the work of Brazilian artist Helio Qiticica. $7, 53.50 kids 6-18/
students/seniars. Through June 29 at the Audrey lones Beck
Building, 5601 Main 5t. Info: www.mfah.org or 713/639-7300,
(en Espaniol: 713/639-7579; TOD/TYY for heaning impaired:
713/639-7390)

Max Neuhaus: Circumscription Drawings. ) picneer
in the use of sound in the visual arts, Neuhaus invented the
term “sound installation” to descnbe his practice based on the

creation of rTiqu e sounds for specific loc .l1|{!lf'|‘ Aiuppw‘um
the temporal expenence of heanng a piece of music, his work
resents sound as a continuous matenial used to engage our

> Tewas native has
f r:-(:!ﬂr:-rll'n of The

tion of the physical space around us. TH

lation at a museum rulhvl 5 'nf '-'.IhsLJ|iL*Ltu-urldeldwmsairur
this and ¢ 10 at The Menil Collection,
1515 Sul Ross. Info: www.menil.org or 713/525-9400
Observer's Event Horizon: Glass Art by Stacey Nefi.
Ar of sculptural souve m a fancifully imagined
alleable time and this is Neff's first opening
ler unusual glass works pair supplies found in
otive and nautical factones with the ancient matenal of
1 'umbm ng nmlhp-t units hand-blown in a traditional glass
style into singular large forms, Through June 13 at Art League
Houston, 1953 Montrose Blvd. Info: www.artleaguehouston
org or 713/523-9530

Of Winter to Spring: New Works by Suranne Manns.
Manns' newest wark 15 influenced by her garden and the
landscape directly surrcunding her Houston Heights bungalow
Recording bits and fragments from this enviran of which she s so
intimately familiar, Manns creates highly individualized imagery

/ deep tissue
/ relaxation
/ sports

that result in her works becoming like a visual diary of intimate ex-
petience. Through June 13 at Art League Houston, 1953 Montrose
Blud. Info: www.artleaguehouston.org or 713/523-9530

The Poetry of Process: A Celebration of Drawing. Some
of the greatest drawings at the Menil commingle with a selection
of exceptional works from private collections. Look for intrigu-
ing works from the likes of Jasper Johns, Mark Rothko, Ceorgia
('Keefe, among others, Through May 25 at the Menil Collection
1515 Sul Ross. Info: www.memlorg or 713/525-9400.
Pompeii: Tales from an Eruption. |n their final ternfying
hours on Aug. 24 and 25, A.D. 75, residents of Pompei and the
nearby coastal towns of Hf:lLulan-:ur" Oplontis, and Terzigno
in southern ltaly gathered objects precious to them and tried
lo escape the fury of Mount Yesuvius. The thriving, presperous
communities lay bunied—silenced and forgotten for 1,700 years
The exhibit’s bronze and marble sculptures, large-scale frescoes,
jewelry, tools, table silver, armor, coins, skeletons, and plaster
casts of the bodies of the victims now tell the stories of life at
the Bay of Naples in the days of the early Roman Empire. See
the exciting 58-minute docurmentary in the Shodow of Vesuvius
in Brown Auditonium Theater; check museum schedule for view-
ing times. Admission to this film is free with an MFAH Pompen
exhibition ticket stub. Pompeni requires special admission: tickets
range fram S7-525. Through June 22 at the Museum of Fine Arts’
Caroline Wiess Law Building, 1001 Bissennet St. Tickets/info
www.miah.org or 713/639-7300 (en Espafol; 71 3-7379,
TDDYTYY for the hearing impaired, call 713/

Srepiel Vitiello: Four Color Sound. Sound pioneer Vitiello,
known for creating powerful, beautiful, and immersive installa
nieres, hias combined modulated light and audio that subtly morph
and shift, transforming the gallery space into a wirtual meditation
chamber. May 9-lune 14, opening reception, Fri., May 9, 6-8
pim I‘rm’zwh‘um. M7 East Frwy. Info: www.diverseworks
org or 713/223-8346

Sterme and Steinberg: Critics Within. Romanian-born
artests Saul Steinberg (1914-1999) and Hedda b. 1910},
who met in New York City in 1943 after the Nazi occupation
farced them to flee Europe, became ULS. citizs \and married
in 1944. The couple exhibited at the same galle a

tle aesthetic ground in common: most &
would be hard pressed to trace stylistic influe
the two. Still, they shared an important artistic persp

o

lo

sestioned the ability of an artist's personal aesthetic style
rate & stable dentity. By placing all number of
l ne another,
1&) position a5
Menil Col
2400
s around

5 tend
-

z lB!lL._?lcs-uuhu_
ed from t
-".I\rlrunrr,]r.||um1| con

Her vision 15 magical, as alsc
d from the Hindu myths
Gallery 1724, 1724 Bissonnet

d 1 Miay 2 %
w.gallery1724.com. B
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We’'d like you
to meet our
60,000 readers...

Over 8 gﬂ/ 0

of OutSmart readers tell us they

GO OUT OF THEIR WAY
to SUPPORT

OutSmart advertisers.

| i

TG i
) ]
gy, lasbian, bi, and trans magaziee
For advertising information, call 713/520-7237. @
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HIV positive?

You can sell your life insurance for cash.

There is an opportunity to sell your life insurance
policy. All stages of HIV/AIDS may qualify and any
type af policy (individual or company-issued group)
is considered. Call us today for a free consultation.

Linked | fﬂn‘-lu-fucr,‘
Viatical | texas based
Benefits | gay owned

1.800.275.3090 gay operated

James Drew, MA
Licensed Professional Counselor

Sugar Land Office
1600 Hwy 6, Suite 440
Just off the SW Frwy

Open and Affirming

Experienced in all
GLBT Related

ISSUEs

832.577.1610

JamesDrew.net

In The Tribeca Lofts at 1210 W. Clay 5t Suite 4

PORTS STUDIO ol
&7

Experience a Whole New

Level of Fitness Training
832 - 443 - HIT

The new studio has a unique loft-like feel
with the energy of a gym.

immie.com

coachk

Blue Line Bicycle Lahoratory
Sales and Service

3302 White Oak Drive
Houston, Texas 77007

&g;m ﬁgm,gd,ell 8

Interior and Exterior Remodeling

~—No JobToo Small -

— Quick Turnaround —
— Quality Work —

— Competitive Rates —

Home Owners, Property Managers,
Landlords and Real Estate Investors

Call for your make-ready/repairs

(832) 338.5566

-massageinm'antr osc.com
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[ ]
Business News
by Nancy Ford

Perez Joins Schmerler Rob Schmerler has an-
nounced that Rachael Perez
has joined the Schmerler
Agency as a licensed agent
for property and casualty
insurance as well as life and
health insurance. Special

Mortgage Associates Receives Dependability
Honor Mortgage Associates of Texas has been
selected by Goldline Research as one of the 10
Most Dependable Mortgage Brokers of Texas. The
list, naming the top brokers an
mortgage professionals, was published in the April
issue of Texas Monthly magazine

1 a field of 2,600

of Wonders is open for business. Compliments
of an anonymous supporter, 8 number of high-
quality items including new Waterford tumblers,
Wedgwood pieces, and aother fine collectibles are
available at reasonable prices. All proceeds bene-
fit AssistHers programs of in-home, non-medi-
cal assistance for lesbians with life-threatening

inanc

‘A consumer needs to work with a stable,  ilinesses.
qualifi ::1 broker to gain access to as many products Details: www assisthersshop.googlepages.
resents various companies : and options as t are available," says lohn Frels,  com/home.
providing car insurance, ‘\.'|llf.|‘=_dgt Associates president.
homeowners and renters The firm celebrates its 14th anniversary in Sweet Honor Sara Brook, owner of Dessert
insurance, life and health, commercal insurance  business in May. Details: 713/524-1850 Callery Bakery & Café, has been selected the

izing in personal service,
the Schmerler Agency rep-

~ Planning

Investment | Retirement | Education

“If your CLOSET looked this good,
you:d:never.COME OUT!"

Rachael Perez

and mare. Details: 713/661-7700 Ta s ..‘.['H‘Je_"« Women in Business Fha_mpl[m of the CUSTOM CLOSETS
Gillman Gets New COO The Cillman Compa Year in Houston by the US. Small Business

Gay Chamber Comes to San Antonio Cristina  nies, a 70-year-old family Administration MURPHY BEDS

Martinez, publisher of the Gay & Lesbion Rainbow  owned and operated insti- A top dessert purveyor since 1983, Brook HOME OFFICE
Pages, says “it's about time" San Antonio had tution with 14 dealerships launched Dessert Gallery Bakery & Café in 1995.

amber of commerce for its gay and lesbian  in Texas, has announced the Today the company is consistently recognized for GARAGE STORAGE

NS, appointment of Patrick York having the "Best Desserts in Houston® in a wide CUSTOM PANTRIES

wc;':c‘ls, of publications.

Dessert Gallery is located at 3200 Kirby
= lr..\L: Post Oak Imulevard, and 2260 Lone
r Drive in Sugar Land Town Square. Details:
www.dessertgallery.com.

srtinez says the gay chamber not only would  as chief operating officer
1thly dinners, networking opportunities,and  York formerly served as vice
al events to foster business relationships,  president of marketing for

www.SpaceManager.com

713.688.8808

Dr

o could help promote other social outreach Service Group, an organiza
ngrams, including creating scholarships for area  tion providing training and

dealer profit programs to automobile d

Patrick York

2rships
If Free In-Home
Design Consultation

Visit our Showroom at 3556 West TC Jester

HOME & QFFICH

The first edition of the San Antonio
is scheduled for release in June, Martinez ~ AssistHers Opens High-end E-shop Assist-
s: 210/212-4700. Hers representatives have announced its Little Shop

Send your business news to
QOutSmart, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006,
or e-mail to letters@outsmartmagazine.com.

ForibreakthroughSanyour life!
Be Healthy,
Feel Great,
Think Clearly,

Choose Best,
& Be Happy.

Body-Mind-Spir
Move quickly to your
goals with ease and clarity.

Massage & 1m l}"‘_‘?ng

Live in your body.

PHILLIP N. SLAUGHTER

Attorney at Law

WiLLs & ProBATE

Live in the tradition of luxury in CoNSUMER LITIGATION

| this Campise custom oasis just
minutes from Downtown, West
Gray restaurants and shopping. Over
3,000 sqg. ft., two elegant living areas,
huge open designer kitchen, central
vacuum system, 2nd fireplace in huge
exquisite master bedroom and luxurious
bathroom, and much more, Call for a
private showing. MLS# 6871988

LYNETTE LEW

PORTRAITS =~ HEADSHOTS =~ CHILDREN
PETS ~ HOMES =~ LANDSCAPES ~ EVENTS

(GUARDIANSHIPS

DWI

FOOD ~ UNIQUE GIFTS & MORE

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT
& eEnjoy $25 oFF!

C avidson
W+ y&sfs expenence

20% off o 713.582.2202 713-533-0009
' caLL 832.87 6 2N 0 5 3 yo%ﬁ';.sstafs't esse ntlal ] Lynette@ LynetteLew.com
touct i.; Q www.LynetieLew.com .
www.ThroughYourBody.com r—— @& Pruden 820 Richmond Ave. Houston, Texas 77006
TVONNE@YVDNNEFEECE'COH 1103-B Peveto St. » Houston, TX 77019 = ?’13 942 0923 3 _m:‘;‘;“ ;"dhmmhhﬂ;‘*l'lm:'_:tr":':m“t B Not Board Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
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OutSmart Marketplace
- ACCOMMODATIONS

Galveston Beachfront Holel: The Com-
modore on the Beach. Centrally located, 52
redecorated rooms. All non-smoking, new
poolside fountain, complimentary continental
breakfast, afternoon snacks. Cruise specials.
An OutSmart favorite. Commodoreonthe-
Beach.com, B00.231.9921.

Q;ng-'n s RV/TENTING

CAMPGROUND
; RV Hookups
_ﬁ‘ 936/894-2030

RockinRRanch.net
Great Home Base Rates
Large Pool, Bath Houses/Laundry
6 miles West of TX Ren Festival

RAINBOW RAMCH
CAMPGROUND
AND RV PARK
Texas Largest GLBT
Campground.
Cabins, RV Sites,
Tenting, Lake,
Pavilion, Pool, Fishing, Boating, etc.
rainbowranch.net +688.875.759%

* BUSINESS VENTURES

Investers Wanted
Up and running Unique Gay
Male Dating Website
seeks venture capital.
Ground Floor Opportunity
Please call 713-834-5777
ask for Terry.

= CLEANING/MAID SERVICE

HESEDENTIAL CLEANING AND
ET SITTING in your home.
rsn 't it time [o get your house
cleaned?” Special for new clients only:
$10 off pet setting; $20 off Residential
cleaning. Serving the Houston area
since 1995, Call Loyal:

713.942.8816 or 713.705.6125

- CAB COMPANY

LIBERTY

Houston Owned & Operated

713.695.6700

www.libertycab.net

= CATERING

NUNCIO'S CATERING. Dinner parties, small
or large - “size does not matter” Servers and
bartenders available. From simple picnic hors
d'oeuvres to grand scale dishes, the choice is
yours. Ring us @ 281/381-0368,

114 MAY 2008 QOutSmart

KAEHLER CLEANING
SERVICE since 1995

* . conlinuolly the best®
Residertiol & Commerciol

e = Call John 713/861-6181
i Kingkoehier@sboniobal ned
e

- MASSAGE - MASSAGE

BODY MASSAGE
o

TABLE FOR ONE

LMT
LOUIS ZAMORA
832.978.6161

Kelly Clean » 832.203.7578

Spring Cleaning
Home Organizing
Garage

Closels and more!
Call today for an
assessment

» HEALTH & WELLNESS

RECLAIM THE SKY! Experience a naked
session in our visually private backyard. (Or
Tantric - or Bi-curious?) Bill = Body Electric
trained Sacred Intimate (defined on www.
DaddyBlade.com) + Reiki Master Teacher.
832/541-3166.

- MASSAGE

LifeStyle
Massage
Therapy

c'F'

713.515- 2?.-82
Kasey, A

" Massage Therapy
In/Out Hotel
louiszamora@aol.com

= Oul Colls Welcoma

MAGIC HANDS

A\

MASSAGE * Therapeutic * Relaxing * Ron
Howell, Registered Massage Therapist «
In or Out Calls » 7 Days = Noon-Midnight »
713/225-0231.

Best massane therapist
2007 and 2008

- ¥ ;..Z

ROMAN BODY

MASSAPE THERAPY
Uh—"r—f TI

BALAN CE

Renew Your Body |
Mind & Spirit |

www.romanbody.com
Brian, wr
713-806-2199

BODYWORK
BY DAN-HANDS
On Massage-Swedish
DeepTissue-Masculine
rivate-Discreet
Montrose Location-In/Out
9am to 10pm-713/857-1009.

]
N

zeppelinmassage.com

LEPPELIN MASSAGE
SPORTS & DEEP TISSUE

13-04)-042C

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Tal
muscular, masculing, State Licensed, AMTA
Certified. 13 yrs experience. Incredible, full
body, high energy, total release massage
Innerioop. $75Mr. Mike 713/963-9603

Oeep TISSUE » SWeDIsH

Massage THerapy

ROBERT rRMT
[713] 824-

- !
mreoiass2 dermaglowdayspa.com www. twinpix.com/r

- MASSAGE

A NICE TOUGCH, RELAX
ATION OF BOCY AND
MIND BY

LEE

Wikcomm

g Lessentiall ]

20% off
your
first visil
with this ad

Alan Davidson
31+ yrs exparence

Dave's Hands
Know More Than He Does
Swedish « Polarity * Shiatsy
Hablo Pienso y Hago Con Mis Manos

832/443-2229

HEALING HANDS. Caring & healing hands
with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Balanc-
ing your life by restoring flow & energy. Peace-
ful, refaxing & rejuvenating for lotal health
Professional mas: calls only. RMT #2233
Howard Kanelakos 71:3/526-6174.

- MASSAGE

Massa
b Tha B

Jay
832.969.6430
L

'/'/(rz.-;u " ffx.’).}(.’g.'r

“In The Heights™
Maturity and experience. Great rates. Relaxing,
therapeutic massage in private studio in the
Heights. 10 am - 9 pm weekdays and
weekends 12-10 pm. Call for appontment,
Byron 713/202-97B6. Visit my website at
www.classicmassage.com  Four hands
available

*IndiaMassage. net

*Sensual Exotic
Full Body

*Shower Available

*Central Galleria
location

MATT
713-277-8836

. . Available
any time;
Gréat location:
near-Galleria

& Montrose

HEALING HANDS MASSAGE Specializing
in Swedish Relaxation, Deep Tissue, Aro-
matherapy, Hot Stone Therapy, Headaches,
Back Pain, Scialica. Linda Meyer RMT
018203. 832/419-2639, By Appointment.
$5.00 off 15t Visit,

= FHﬂTﬂﬂﬂﬁPH\' - SERVICGES
= P;— . d = e
Aﬂm-:;;f:fs;;;nrm c n ll I. = _c_,ﬂ,l_!,!, 3 __‘:

David Lewis Images | E !N |Eer
davidlewisimages.com *E _/ At 4.J ..../I /
713-240-5508 [

Professional head shots
Free consultations
Couples/Pets/Families

Houston
713.225.5500

e.com/davidlewisim FREE code 4443
" ik 51 [cALLNow:
. For other cities. call 4 1{’
= PET SERVICES (888) MegaMates’

Who's watching

the kids when
you're away?

For Datait Visd

IN THE HEIGHTS

Things in Life
You Can Trustl |

Experienced » Bonded » Profissional « References
Competitive Rates: $24 fday or $12 per visit
Special 25% Cash, or New Client Discount!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

Volunteers Needed!
* Dog Walking * Pet Food Delivery
+ Vet Transportation

pet patrolZ

A volunteer organization helping limited
income elderly & those fating life chal-
lenging llinesses care for their pels
thepetpatrol.org
or conlact Ryan Johnson
ryblaifohnson @yahoo.com

OutSmart’s

Circulation
Numbers!

PET SITTING in your home, “Pets like be-

ing at home, even when you can't be there
Spring special for new clients only: $10 off
pet setting. Serving the Houston area since
1995. Loyal 713/942-8816 or 713/705-6125

VERIFIED

‘ ' AUDIT CIRCLILATION

wiww verifiedaudit. com
An ad placed in OutSmart maga-
zine reaches loyal, interested

* REMODELING/REPAIRS

FREE readers. OutSmart's circulation
figures are audited independently
by Verified Audit Circulation, your
guarantee of an accurate count.
Insist on Audited
Circulations like OutSmart.

SHEETROCK REPAIRS « WALLPAPER REMOVAL For advertising information
PAINTING » TEXTURES - 8325673804 | | calll 713/520-7237.
MARKETPLACE AD RATES

Marketplace Classifieds are per column inch, Column inch width is 1.688. Word line ads are
30 words or less, plus $1 per additional word and 50 cents for all words in bold. Add additional
£6 per issue to have your classified ad appear on our website. Ads can also be placed on our
secure websile at www.OutSmartMagazine.com.

Marketplace 1 Month 3 Month 6 Month 12 Month
Color Boxed Ad poringh $68 364 558 $55
B/W Boxed Ad perinch $51 $48 $46 $43
30-Word Line Ad $36 $33 $30 $28

Deadline: May 15 for the June 08 Issue. Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX, or Discover.
Or FAX it 713/522-3275. Sarry, we do not bill. Mail ad & payment to; OutSmart 3406 Auduban,

Houston, TX 77006-4412. For more information, call 713/520-7237.
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MAY 2008 FOR ADVERTISING INFO CALL 713/520-7237.

ACCOMMODATIONS
Bed And Breakfast Of Santa Fe, New Mexico
BedAndBreakfastOfSantaFe.com . 877/982-2078
Sand'M Sen Pirates Beach
Sanmnsea.com, ...

- 408/737-2556

This Vietorian Conda/Hote!
6300 SeawallGatvaston.... 800/231-6363
ADULT WEBSITES
menzanenet
menzane.net

ADVERTISING/MARKETING
Gay and Leshian Yellow Pages
1712 Montrose Bl .. T13/942-0084

Gay and Lesbian Rainbow Pages
P . . 2B1/907-9778

OutSmart Magazing

3406 Auduban Plaoe ... 713/520-7237

AIR [H]NDITI!]NINGIHF_ATING
Tejas Alr Inc ._B3f2ar-6117

APARTMENT LOCATORS

Mistar Locators
allstarlocators.com .........

ARTIST

e F13ATE-0022

Artisan a1 Large / Carolyn Coates
T13/305-2857

ASTROLOGER

E Lilly Roddy Astrology
713/529-5042
10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL READINGS.

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
James J. Burnett, Atlormey
14080 Soutwest Fwy, Ske 300 ....... 281/201-8116
Law Offices of Jimmy Doan, Atiormey
Dne Greenway Piaza, Suite 100, 713/600-4747
Law Otfice of Griffin 0. Vance
griffin@gdviaw.com ...
Phillip N. Staughter, Attorney ot Law
820 Richmaond....
Dwane L Todd, Attomey at Law
dwanetodd@yahoo com ...

T13/984-7538
713/533-0009

713/965-0658

Vethan Waldrop, PLLE

vwiexlaw.com T13/526-2222
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

Autohaus K&H

2815 San Jacinta...... F13/850-30493

Maonirose Car Care Center

SB07 Montrosa. ... 713/524-2108

Toch Auto Maintenance

37 Waugh Drive ... seissianod 1 3863-8244
AUTOMOTIVE SALES

n.nvamage BMW/Midtown

2101 5an Jacinto €@ Gray 713/289-1200

Bantley of Houston

1530 West Loop South BAA/S237-3005

Mercedes Benz Of Greenway

3800 5W Frw ... Dilmen & 832/818-6677

Momentum Volkswagen

2405 Richmond.......... - 7 13/595-3300

Gillman Auto Group

www. gilimanauto.com B77/268-2276
Planet Ford 20403 |-45 North

Rudy Gonzalez/Sarvice BBE/251-0135

Scott Sprouse/Sales 281465 3804
Sand Dollar AutoPlex/ Jobn Nagy
B020 Broadway, Galveston ............ $08/744-5711

Satum of Housion
houstonsatum.com .............. 1-B00-4-5ATURN
Star Motor Cars/Mercedes-Benz/Rick Benson

7000 Katy Rd......... 713/968-6879

Volvo of Clear Lake

Guil Freeway & NASA............. 1-B00-NEW-VOLVO

BICYGLE SALES/SERVIGE

Biue Line Bicycle Labaratory

3302 White Oak._.. ’ 713/802-1707
CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS/TEMPLES

All Saints Catholic Church

215 E 10th. 713/864-2653

Bering Memarial

1440 Harold .. — o i

Creative Lile S-nm!unl l:nmar

5328 Spring-Stusbmer . . 2B1/350-5157

Myoken Buddhist Tempis
x nichiren-shu.orghouston
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OutSmart

Resurrection MCC
2025 W 1T Bl s
St Paul's United Methodist Church
5501 Main....... . T13/528-0527

T13/861-9149

Show your OutSmart Pride Card and get special discounts, free

admissions, and exclusive offers from OutSmart advertisers!

(Look for the ==

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT

Gay & Lesbian Community Cenfer
3400 Montrose.... e 11315243618
Houston Area Bmﬂﬁﬂ"ﬂm 9

e ... BearWatch.nat
nmshnn Buyer's Glub
3224 Yoakum

4 113/520-5288
Planned Parenthood

HAIR/NAIL/SALONS

NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 Westhelmer. ..o T13/524-7058
White Salon
320 West Gray.......oooe  713/524-7100

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC
Chimney Rock Chiropractic/Art Keller, D.C.
3033 Chimney Rock .. ... T137B1-3344

Kirby Health&Wellness Centar/Kenneth W. Lester
3930 Kirby Dr., Ste. 108 ................T13/526-5252
Menard Chiropractic/Byron K. Menard, D.C.

2400 Moatrose, Ste 550............... 713/5268-50950

pride card and merchant offer)

Midtown Physicians, LTD,LL.P/FrodWorthMD.com
3306 Fannin S8 T13/522-1788
Pasha Sinus & Allergy Snoring & Skeep Genter
Rara Pasha MD/breathefreety.com 281/920-5558
Sugar Land Calon and Rectal Clinic

16659 SW Frwy/Sugar Land ... 281/277-2121
Thomas Street Health Center/HGHD
2015 Thomas Street.... T13//873-4000

UT West Loop Health Center

1776 Yorktown, Ste.150 . LT13/572-8122

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY

pphouston.ong.... 3 713/831-6559
COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES

Copy.com

1201-F Westhesmer T13/528-1201

PC Home Tech

pehomelech.com ... i B32/496-02468

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

City Of Eureka Springs, Arkansas
chityoleurekasprings.ong. ... o
Dallas Convention and Visitors B'-ura:u
Qibtdalias com. e

EDUCATION

Art Institule of Houston

V900 YOrKIOWN ... cevamcvarrnes 4 16232040

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Alley Thaatra
alleytheatre org ... T137220-5700
anitabump.com

: anitabump.com
Bayou City Parforming Arts
bayoucityparformingarts org...... 713621 -7464
Broadway Across America
broadwiyacrossamerica.com...... 713/629-3700
Guava Lamp
570 Waugh 713/524-3359
Houston Baliet
houstonballet.ong ... e T130227-2787
Houston Symphony
houstonsymphany.ong T1N224-75T5
JR's/Santa Fe
Bia Pacitic T1521-2019
Live Nation
fivenation.com T13/625-3700
Meteor
Z306-08 Genesee T13/521-0123
Masitrose Mining Company
B80S Pacific T13/528-7488

Museum of Fine Arts Hﬂu&fﬁl‘l

1001 Bissoanat ... miah.org

Ranch Hill Saloon

24704 |-45 North, Spring 281/298-8035

South Beach

#10 Pacific Street T13/520-7623

Theatre Under The Stars

Tuts.com. . J13/558-TUTS
FINANCI&L SERVIEES

Green/White Advisors

1225 N. Loop West, Sta. 1030 TTA/BED-1144

Shackley Tax Atvisors

2409 Commurce S ..o T 13/236-1040

UBS/Grace 5. Yung

grace. yungi@ubs.com T13/654-0260

UBS/Jucqueline M. Jacobsen

jacqueline jacobsem@ubs.com ,......512/M479-5225
— FITNESS GLUBS/TRAINERS

l:!ub Hnusmn The

2205 Fannin... .. Ihechibs.com

Hardeore PIIatcsM'nrm nam

3707 Kirby #436 .. B32/338-8001

Houston Gym
1501 Durham cen TTA/BB0-0781
The: Coach Kimmie Sports Studio/Kimberly Marler

1210 W Clay, Ste 4 .. B832/443-FATT

Muscle Mechanics/ John Asron

3334 Edioe. e e T13/963-0899

TRK Filness/Steve

4676 Beechmut . . T13/66T-TOT2
GARDEN/NURSERY SUPPLY

Buchanan's Nathve Plants

BITETHR S i T13/861-5702

BT GROCERIES

Kroger

J300 MOMIOBE. oo erris s | HILE-T OB

Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP

1006 MISSOUTI ...oovecsicciiccncisis T13/527-0000
Shary Davis, MA, LPC, LMFT

8837 Dundap ... e TVATT4-26G26
James Drew MA, Licensed Profession] Counselor
jamesdrevenet . B32GTT-1610

D, “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA
2600 Southwest Fwy, Ste 409 ..
Daniel R. Garza, MD

2990 Richmond, Ste 428..

T 13/589-5804

Z81/610-8190

Diavid Genac, PhiD

1712 Fairview......... 713/899-3769
Enod Gray, LMSIN-&[:P c H'L E;Sn‘r

4200 Montrosa.. F13522-7014

Steve Melton, MS, LPC, LMFT

4200 Montrose, Ste 540 ., T13/560-6496
Denise 0'Doberty
3730 Kirtry, 518 910......cccccinn 13/524-9525

Robert Snefigrove, LMSW-ACP
4200 Montrose, Ste 540............
0. Scolt Stanley, MS, LMFT-LPC
1458 Campbell, Ste 2508

J1N522-7014

2B 1/960-350

Realis Medical Spa

houstonareslaser com .281/955-5282
Skin Renatzsance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD

106 Westheimer, Ste A .......... T13/942-7545

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
Bruce W. Smit, DS
1006 Missourl ... ... 713/529-4364
Cory Logan, 0DS, PA
530 Waligh 711/942-8508
MJones Dentistry

1343 W 43rd St 713/812-8080

HOME EUILDEHS

E:In'r.nn Prnsl!gn Homes
CHMONPrESHOE.COM ... v irioes T13/589-3623
Loyd Russel Homas
LoydRusseiHOmes.com ... 113/203-3533
Morse Renovations and L'ushm Flumas

L S 13M26-5721
Dasa Intmlm
OASISINOWN.COm ... i 1132427000
Reuther Homes
reutherhomes.com. ... .T13/266-4424

Savannah Home Builders
savannahinc.com

Urban Living
urbantiving.com

713/520-5585

713/858-7226

 HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES _

Mudio Video Designs

7300 Southwest Fay LP13TT6-8444
Cantoni

9889 Westhaimer 71ATET-9404
Chic Warehouse

T27 Yale 5t . T13/822-3392
Eclectic Home

345 W 19th i 713/669-1414
Noel Fumiture & Design nenlar

2727 Southwest Froy <o 713RT4-5200

Pride of Persia Rug, Co.

1001 West Loap North 713/604-4657

“HEALTH CARE-SERVICES/PRODUCTS

HOME REMODELING/CONSTRUCTION _

City of Houston/Medical Monitoring Project.. hous-
tont govhealth/epidemiologyMmmp/index htm|
Houston Buyer's Glub Nutritional

3224 Yoakum 4 i 71A/520-5268
Lagacy Commimilty Haanﬂ Services
215 Westheimer .. RN T13/830-3000

Montrose Counsefing Center
401 Branard

Ryan White Ptanning Council
FW[C 0 T13572-3724

J13/529-00a7

HEALTH GARE~ MASSAGE THERAPIST

Alan Davidsan, RMT/Essential Touch

Avalon School of Massage
2090 Richmond, Ste: 200.............. T13/333-5250
Ken Clawde, RMT

e e 7137240-0598
Larry Carter, LMT
tamycarterimimassagetherapy.com7 1 3/876-8899
Ayan Fugate, RMT
Ryanmassageworks.com | .. T13269-7926
Joel Leal, RMT

S - T13/387-B308
David Tritico, RMT
1140 Smith , BI2/274-3853

Your Body in na&miii-frmm Moore, LMT
jTmooret T @gmail.com... o T130482-5400

HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS

Eye Contact
2055 Westhaimer, Suite 135.......
Eye Begance

3966 Westheimer ...
Eye to Eye/Dr Lisa Woo,0.0.

432 West 10
A.d. Cassidy

2000 Westheimer...__ ...
Spectackes on Montrose

4317 Montrose & 2

. T1520-6600
T13/622-4411
T 130664-8822
135238682

.11 3528-3937

T HEALTH t:.uﬂélhl-l'rsmmus

Detavio Barrios, MD

106 Westhelmer, Ste A..........coin. T1A/042-7546
Cosmetic Surgery Associates/Hector Vierra, MD
www. beauly-5urgeon.com wued 131661 -5265

Ad-Mar Bemodeling
8327338-5566
Airfine Vacuum
6210 Airfine close to downtown ... 7T13851-1641
Aramco Storm Shutters
5105 Broadway/Gatveston .. A09/752-9652
Larry French Emerprises
e e S e L TP RIRGET TS
Designer Bath and Kilchen
designerbath-kitchen.com. ... 281/994-2000
House Painting by Hand
. 1 137263-0004

Interior Door Goncepts

G54-A Katy Frwy ... T13/467-3667
Morse Renovations and Custom Homes
morserenovationsandCustomnomes.com. ...

Power Technologies

6210 Airfine close to dowmtown...... 7136911641

SpaceMan Home & Office

3556 West TC Jester ......... oo, T13/G868-8808
INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

David Lorma/Farmers

1244 Candielight Lane.......... . 713/688-86649

Rob Schmerer Insurance AgencyFarmers

Jason Garcia

6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 T13/661-7700
Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers/

Aob Schmerfer

B575 W, Loop South, Ste. 185, 713/661-7700
— JEWELERS
LW, Marks Jewsiers
3841 Bellaire Bhvd. ... oo T13/668-5000
Sitverlust Jewelry
1338 C Westheimer.............coee e 113/020-5440
LANDSCAPING/PDOLS

A.J’s Landscaping & Design, Inc.

AfSIaNdSCaPINGLCOM.r, e cvannrnee 113705 7-0440

PEST CONTROL SERVICE

LoneStar Pest Control
R LTVTI2-TTA2

PET SERVIGES/SUPPLIES

,l.ussia Pet Moblle
atpssiepetmatile.com ... e T 1 HBT4-TEI2
Pet Sitting Service in the Heights... 713/869-3608

PHOTOGRAPHY/FILMING

Dalton DeHart Photography ... 713/622-2202
Varsity Productions / John Conroy
6217 Edloe... . T 3542-8277
Yvanne Feece mmny
yonnefeece.com ... s .. B32/8TE-1053

e PLUMBING —
Larry French Entﬂrnrlm s T13/B56-T733
U-Flumb-It
1424 Montrose...... T13r842-2277

Village Plumbing &

5408 Kirby ... ooocnians e T13/224-DRIPY37AT)
PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

Gopy.com

1201 -F Wasthelmer ... -1 13528-1201

~_ PSYCHIC/INTUITIVE READERS

E Lilly Roddy Astrology

J13/520-5842
"10% OFF ASTROLOGIGAL READINGS.

i _REAL ESTATE SERVICES-REALTORS

Marim Real Estate

mERIMBANY B . .ocorseerecrsnnrern 281/286-2546
Mefissa Andrews/Trend Setter Really
TetomeBuyersClub.com................ 281/541-3069
Tim Arthony/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd ..

Bifl Baldwin/Waren Derr & Assoc,
1545 Heights Bivd ...

David Bowers/The House Company
david@davidbowers.com ... .. 409/783-2800
Bob Baszhorn/Karen Der & Assoc.

1545 Heights Bivd ... ... 2B1/650-2726
Cody Bowman,/Kedler Williams
codybawman.com....... 2 L 11 3621-8001
Richard Buentello/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd 281/222-93M
Bruce Chambers/Naren Derr & Assoc,

1545 Heights Bivd ..., e 1 1 B22-1577
Terre Cottman/Coldwell Banker
1505 Heights Biwd ..

Teery Coddington/¥eller W’ﬂ[am-s

B32TZ2-6901

281/850-6862

... F13/BB6-7805

713/330-0800
Mike Dwen'lave!fﬂe!dal Ilelm
2626 Richmand
Bab Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1545 Heights Bivdl
Karen Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd
Allen) Frieze/ReMax Metro
2626 Richmond ..
Theresa Garza/Karen D & uw:
1545 Hesghts Bivd. . reesanineis 113/444-5089
Micky Harris/Suzanne ﬁnda‘snn

35284963
T13/875-1049
713/862-1600

... 837-419-9969

............ A08/502-T642
ﬂahd HII}aFF.nrenOm&A.ssoc

1545 Haights Bivd ....... .- 113/651-1350
Bruce Hutmacher/Karen Dﬂi&.&ssm:

1545 Helghts Bivd. ... iveveisinini 2812160557
Jerry JaggersKaren Bnrr&l.ssn:k

1545 Heights Bivdl, ......................... TI3/501-7076
Clifford Johnson/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Bivd. . ; T13/819-0519
Marty Justus/Karen Demt Assuc
1545 Heights Blvd.

(o 113/530-T870
Ronnle Kee/Prudential Gary Eireen:

innarioophiving.com. . s TVA/S5T-4404
Lynetin uw!?mﬁunﬁal l:ary Greene
Iynettalow.com, ... T13/582-2202

Rich Martin/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights BV, ..o T1/B6E-9008

Robert Martinez/Trend Setter Reaity

TxHomeBuyersClub.com.................B32/418-0084

Astion Martini/Karen Derr & Assoc,

1545 Heights B, .........ccooonivunne. . BIZETE-TEBE

Kim MeClure/Oakinglon Realty

950 Post Dak, S8 470....cco.immiivics

Mzura Nobile/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1345 Heights B ..ovcuciicsisiisaion s B32/466-1420

Danny Pleason/Martha Tumer Properties
B32/B61-1502

Nhnnua hmmmnm Elen&nm:

145 Helghts Blvd. .,

Dan Puryear/ReMax nmrn

donpuryear@remax.net...

Vinet Ramani/Urban Living Reattors

5023 Washington w1 3/868- 7226

Tam22-7rar

T13/875-7297

713/302-6543

Heather Rayner/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Bivd. . ... T13/8T5-4366
Claire Reiswerg/Sand*N Sea Pirales Beach
wWww.sandnsea.com...... e MORT 372550
Lyssa Graham Reynolds/Karen Derr & Assoe,

1545 Heights Bvd. ........... - 408/838-1251
Steve Rooke/Heritage Taxas Properties

L ERPSIRESL f  h
Connie Taylor/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Haights Bivd ... 713/408-9704
Sheree Thompson/Karen Derr & Assoo.

1545 Helghts Biwd ... T13/204-4828
W Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty

1802 Broadway, 122, Galveston...... 409/765-2837
Brian Teichman/Karen Darr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Bivd ... .. 713/858-4136
Rabarta J. Walters/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvi . i 201/222-8469
Tim Womble/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd, ............. 2
Robert Zahn/Karen Derr & nssu:
KarenDarmoom, ... st 408/939-9237
Kenneth Zarel|a/Keller Williams:
........................................... 71 'U'JLI J-3533

¥ REAL ESTATE-LENDERS

713/819-8500

Gody GrizoMfy/Prime Lending

Ba2/5471-1103

Jusa MeDonald Mortgage GorplJason Baca

2323 5 Shepherd, Ste 815 . 2B1/658-7220

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
1308 Cantina
1308 Montrose....... T13/807-8100
AKA Sushi House
2380 West Alabama s T13/807-TB75
BB's
2710 Montrose 713/524-4490
Cafe Adobe
2111 Westheimer. ..............., T14/528- 1468
El Tlampo Canting
3130 Richmond Ave , T13/807-1600
5602 Washington Ave JmrrereeneF 1 MBET-3645
The Flald of Greens
2320'W Alsbama T13/533-0029
Juifa's Bistro
3722 Main Street T13807-0090
Mardi Gras Grill
1200 Durham 713/864-5600
Market Cate

1528 Ave |, Galveston
Ninfa's on Navigation

409/TH3-3400

minfas. com F13977-4000
Rainbow Lodge

2011 Ella Boulevard . 713/861-8666
Salud! Winery

3939 Montrose, Suite C........
Zigay's Healthy Grill
2202 W Alabama 113527 -8588

1 130d2-g282

02 Fairnew 2/518-04 76
i SPECIALTY RETAIL

Carmen’s 24 Hrs Boutigue & Video
carmensboutigue. com T13/7%0-1300
Exacutive Adult DVD Superstore & Theater

14002 Northwest Fary e T V4E2-5152
Hawthome Street Collection

1017 Hawthome........... . ...B32/545-4644
Hollywood Frame Gallery

2427 BISBONNEE .. ..coovpussiigsiiomssnic T 13/042-BBBS
Surprises Gifts

67100 Westheimer ... .. T13266-5400
Urban Soles Outpost

oDEW 18th .. TIVBR0-1187

TELEPHUNES!BELLMIHELESS
Premier Paging & Wireless
20 Murphy Road, Stafford ........ 281/575-8500
CALL FOR PRIDE CARD SPECIALS
Telecom Wireless Services Ing
12320 Bellaire

. 281/568-6108

TRAVEUTRA'JEL MiEN[:IES =
Congcierge Travel, Inc
4920 Mimosa . T13/661-2117
Gayribbean
payribbeancruises.com...........u... B77/560-8318
Prige Cruise

pridecruse.nat . B66/929-7779

—___ VIATICAL SETTLEMENTS _

Linked Viatical Bengfils ... ... BOOETE-3000

WEBSITE DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT

Atomar/Anthony Bures . wed 120528-0404

OutSmart Is Expanding

Now accepting applications for:

Managing Editor
OutSmart is expanding and seeks

an experienced Managing Editor
with the spirit and drive to advance
our publications to the next level,
The Managing Editor has leadership
qualities and is highly skilled in
multi-tasking, prioritizing and creative
development. He/she communicates
effectively to achieve OutSmart
magazine's goals, cultivates positive
refationships and embraces diversity;
oversees freelance and in-house
editorial staff fo produce high-quality
publications on schedule. The
Managing Editor ensures editorial
standards as well as deadlines are
met and is hands-on through all
phases of the editorial/production
process including planning publication
content and layout; assigning, editing
and tracking articles; writing articles
as necessary; approving final pages
and quality assurance of publication
prior to shipping to printer.

OUR MANAGING EDITOR WILL:

* [mplement standards and policies
to ensure that the publication is
factually and grammatically correct;
maintain quality control for assigned
publications, supplements and other
special projects

* Synchronize efforts of freelance and
other staff, set editorial schedule to
correlate with art/design production,
and coordinate article acquisition
process.

» Establish and reinforce measurable
goals, identify and remave
obstacles, evaluate and monitor
progress, make adjustments as
needed.

» Facilitate article acquisition process
through regular correspondence
with authors and others interested
in contributing articles, clarifying
publication policies, addressing

issues and coordinating schedules.

* Copyedit manuscrpts: write editori-
als, articles, and miscellaneous copy
as appropriate; in print and online
writing responsibilities are required.

= Train, coach, and provide feedback
to freelance writers as well as
editorial staff members and actin a
management capacity.

» Gonfer directly with publisher to
formulate publication strategies, plan
production, develop budgets; discuss
topics for self-generated articles
and other projects; and brainstorm
business development opportunities.
Attend events and represent OutSmart
magazine within the community.

REQUIRED:

* Degree in Journalism, English,
Communications or other relevant
field or commensurate experience.

* Five+ years of relevant journalism/
writing experience

» Demonstrated organizational and
project management skills, including
the ability to work in a deadline-
oriented environment.

* Demonstrated competency in use
of editing and proofreading skills to
resolve stylistic, grammatical, and
form of written material.

* Proficiency with desktop publishing
word processing software and
knowledgeable in effective use of
graphic design.

o Excellent written and oral
communications skills.

* Self-motivated and able to work
independently and with minimal
direction.

» Website content development
experience preferred.

Email résumé plus
writing clips to
greg@outsmartmagazine.com
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by Lilly Roddy

ur good frend Mercury is going retro

grade on the 22nd. Let's get all of our

new projects started, cars bought, and
computers purchased before that date. After
that date, you will have to wait until June 22 to
purchase things. Saturn, planet of work and dis-
cipline, goes direct on the 2nd, and Jupiter goes
retrograde an the 8th. Both of these planets tend
to affect the economy. Saturn will slow things
down a bit, and Jupiter won't be able to help
stimulate people to overcome things. Neptune
will also go retrograde on the 26th, influencing us
to look within for our spiritual connections. * The
new Moon on Cinco De Mayo will be in Taurus,
reminding us to indulge our physical pleasures
and take care of our desire nature. The full Moon
on the 1Bth in Scorpio will remind us to share with
others and reflect on the way we feel about those
who don't. = The Sun begins the month in Taurus
and moves into Gemini on the 20th. Mercury
begins the month in Taurus but quickly moves
into Gemini on the 2nd and remains there until
July. Venus is in Taurus, her home sign, until she
also moves into Gemini on the 24th, Mars finally
finishes his journey through Cancer and moves
into fiery Leo on the 8th. The rest of the planets
are happy in the signs they are in.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). The focus for you
this month is on finances and personal resources.
You will get a handle on what you spend and
what you make. There will be a strong tendency
to overspend on the 4th and 5th. Many of you
will be considering what you make and potentially

Your creative skills ar

seeking a rais e very good,
and your career should flow more smoothly than

2ntio

it has in a while. Continue to pay att
and health. You are still more motivated t S
to do something about this part of your life.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). This month you need
to take a more reserved or background pasition.
You are more sensitive than usual. Crowds and
stress will take a greater toll on you. Your ruling
lanet, Mercury, will go retrograde in your sign al
: end of the month. Be sure you get your proj-
ects started. With Mercury retrograc
examining things about your past after the 22nd.
Old friends and past events will come back into
your life. Keep an open mind durin
order to Dl'ing closure over Inng-;-‘lgn evenls

, you will be

g this time, in

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Friendships and re-
lationships are the two ships that are sailing into
your port this month, This is an excellent time to
do some networking or join some groups that can
help your career. Friends are more excited to see
you, and your presence will have a strong impact
on those around you, Personal relationships are in
a good phase. If you are single, this is an excellent
time to get out there and meet someone new. If
you are involved, this period will make the time
you spend with your partner even more pleasant.
Take some time to get away or do something out
of the ordinary with someaone special,

LEO (July 23-August 22). Career seems to be at
the top of the list this manth. With the new moon

120 M

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). This is your
birthday menth or solar return time, which
15 always a good time to look back over
the last year and consider new plans for
the next. With your ruler, Venus, joining the
Sun, you will be rather self-indulgent, What
better time for this than your birthday? Re-
lationships are better, Both of you are able
1o find compromise earlier in any difficult
situations. Career plans can be successful
if you find the energy to metivate yourself.
Activity at home will pick up after the 10th,
Family relationships could be more tense.
Tempers will flare.

there as well, you could seek some promation,
take a leadership position, or even start your own
business. Old friends are coming back to visit
after the 22nd. After the 10th, and for the next
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VIRGO (August 23

two things dominate your horoscope: creatvity
and application. If you choost apply this en-

you can use your analytical and problem-

solving skills to the
big picture in view. Since you are not puttin

1. You really have the

":'\|”'l§] your time, you are a -'.".?
: s can be more

difficult because you are very critical of yoursel

and your partner. Your expectations may be
somewhat unrealistic, and instead of making
things better, they actually drive f
By the

close look at business

end of the month, it i1s time to take a very

LIBRA (September 23-0October 23). Particularly
drawnto In||l'|'|.;!(-)‘
ser bonds between yourself and those
sest to you. Truth and honesty must be held
de, you and
your partner can work together to find common
ground. Avoiding that work will only drive a
deeper wedge between you and your partner
Home life is busy and can provide a break from
some of the seriousness that you are dealing with
Some of you could be moving or doing some
remodeling. You could meet some new people
this month after the 10th

sues this month, you want to

up in the light. With a positive attit

SCORPIO (October 24-November 21}, You are
all about relationships this month. If you are in
one, you are getting closer and looking for ways

to feel more connected. If you are single, this is
an excellent time to attract someone new. Do
this before the 22nd or you will be aftracting
someone who is—egads—just like the partner
you got rid of. If you are having a problem in any
relationship, business or persaonal, this month will
bring it to the surface so that it can be dealt with.
After the 10th, new business opportunities are
an the honzon. Keep your temper at work so that
you don't say something you may regret.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21)
Get that workplace in order. You have been wad-
ing through teo many piles, and now even you
can't stand it. Efficiency is the word of the month.
Don't worry about exercise or that diet. You are just
not in the mood. A relationship will be more and
more important as the month progresses. With
Mercury going retrograde, be prepared to hear
from lovers from the past. Career is moving slowly
as you make the necessary changes to unQerL‘ or
v . Either way, you must focus there

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19). This
month 1s all about relaxing and self-indulgence.
Normally, we would never use the word /azy
with Capricarn, but you are certainly not very
motivated. That will all change near the end of
the month, so take the time to pamper yourseif.
Getting massages, eating lots of chocolate, and
xople wait on you hand and foot will do
s for your self-esteem. You can worry
he guilt later. By the end of the month, it
jet back to those routines.

about

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18). You are
concentrating on making your home and family
life. much more comfortable. You may even do
some entertaining, but only for the nicest of your
nd family. Some of you may be more
prising and do some easy remodeling or
inting. In the first two-thirds of the month,
your communication skills improve. Interaction
with relationship partners can be more tense
f you aren't getting the attention you need. A
good adventure ar travel to a new place could
really revive your sexual energies. Otherwise,
they could be wasted in fighting and bickering.
Choose the first option.

PISCES (February 19~March 20). The Mermaids
and Mermen continue to be more serious than
usual. They are trying to find their way in the social
maze of hierarchy and self-esteem tied to what
they produce. Your practical side does show up in
the first two-thirds of the month. So that is when
you can get the most done, particularly associ-
ated with career or goal orientation. By the end of
the manth, you are ready for a break, and freedom
will be beckoning you to the seashore. Don't let
those previous commitments stand in your way
or you could be unhappy and resentful.

Read Lilly Roddy's annual forecast for 2008, which
appeared in our January issue (*The Planets Say"),
3 /w.outsmartmagazine,com. Roddy recently
ed a new podcast, "City of Ladies,” at www.
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OUT IN HOUSTON

1 Judge Steven Kirkland throws out the firs! ball for the
Monirose Sofiball League on opening day, March 30, al Memarial Park.

2 Nancy Wintle enjoys the sun at AssistHers’ annual softball
tournament, held March 8 in Memarial Park.

3 Ronnie Siebert () and Melissa Flores honor the
memory of Stella Link Seville al a Gelebration of Life—A Garden Party,
hatd April 5 in Montrose.

4 Attorngys for Simaneaux & Frye Law firm, Phyllis Frye (I),
Jerry Simoneaux, Douglas Caddy, Rob Scamardo,
Patricia Cantii, and Lalana Pundisto were amang the
cyber-revelers al a party held March 28 al Commerce Towers celebrating
the law firm's new website, www.SimFrye.com. Simoneaux & Frye employ-
ges nol pictured are Tracie Jackson, Jefirey Forbes (office manager), and
Tracey Johnson (legal assistant).

5 Pianis! Roger Woest (1), Tricia Lynn, John Daniel-
son 1, and Kindred Spirits founder Marion Coleman at the

Kindred Spirits Gelebration Kickoff, held March 23 at Ovation Nightclub.
Lynn and Danielson were honared by the group for their generosity and
dedication 1o the annual event that supporis women's charities.

6 John Heinzerling (1) and Mark Brown st Biana foonds-
fign at 55: The Show Goes On, held March 29 at the Houston City Club.

7 Michael Pearce (/) Bridgett Chambers, and lan
Eastveld served as Irichairs of Human Rights Campaign's annual
Houston gala, The Arl of Equality, held April 12 at Hilton Americas.

8 Bayou City Performing Aris' Gay Men's Gharus of Housion performs
their colorful Toially Awesome Echaes of ihe ‘80s concert, held March 31
al Jones Hall.

9 Charitable partiers prepared for Jungle 16, the Bayou City Boys Club's
big dance party held annually on Easter weekend benefiting local AIDS
SErvice nrpanizations.

10 The Best Little Hutch in Texas took prize-winning honors at Bunnies
on the Bayou, held downtown March 23.
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Hot beats in
a heartbeat.

Hold your favorite hits in your hand and
get super fast .99 downloads right to your
phone. That's music at SprintSpeed.™

$QQ99

up »ii" by Samsung®

> Sprint Power Vision™ enabled
> Dual-face design, music player and phone
> Sprint Music Store™ enabled

3148 0 mall-in rebate with new lng actiation and

fanp-

Sprint* Power Pack Plans
450 Anytime Minutes for

$39% mg
Ao,
Rag. 2-yr agreement Other monihly charges apply. See below.™

With night calling starting at 7[pIm.

THANK YOU outSmart

readers for voting us one of the
Best Cell Phone Providers!

Lea Bogle
President, Premier Wireless

Employees from thousands of r'.\.'_l-,";;."u':._qr.-.;}n._-. enjoy
monthly discounts on Sprint sernvice plans.

Where do you work?

281-575-8500
PREMIER WIRELESS

12220 MURPHY ROAD

FREE DELIVERY!

+

Sprint Authorized Representative Phone
Repair

Center

wvice k
arly larrminat |
Instant Savings: Actval

““Monthly charges exclude taxes. Sprint Surcharges [incl. USF charge of up to 11.4% (varies quartecly), Administrative Charge ($0.75/fine/mo.)
Regulatory Charge (50.20/line/mo.) & state/local fees by area]. Sprint Surcharges are not taxes or gov't-required charges and are subject to change.
Details: Sprint.com/taxesandieos.
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CONTINENTAL GT SPEED.

WHAT’S SPECIAL ABOUT THE CONTINENTAL GT SPEED?
THE CLUE IS IN THE NAME.

The fastest and most powerful production Bentley ever made
takes its name from a very special Bentley created back in the
1920s, the fastest of its era. Then, as now, the name says it all.

Drive the 600 hp Continental GT Speed at Bentley Houston.

BENTLEY HOUSTON o
1530 West Looe SoutH, Houston, TX 77027 BENTLEY
For information call 713 850 1530

www.bentleyhouston.com : BENTLEY HOUSTON

“Benthey” and the ‘B in wings' device are registered trademarks. European model shown. © 2008 Bentley Motors, Inc.
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