THE OTHER
CLINTON

Comic Kate Clinton
chats about her CD,
the political season,
and more

ALSO

» Great Galveston
People and Places

* Gay Men’s Chorus
Turns 30

« Montrose Church
Gets New Out Pastor

Houston's GLBT magazine
www.outsmartmagazine.com
Now publishing in our 15th year




RED BULL ART OF CAN
The Galleria, Houston

July 12-25

“Unstoppable Wings” by Sally Arizona I'edbUHaI‘tOfCZ—lIl.COI‘Il

P




HOUSTON Al
T

Victorian Court - $260's Lillian Gardens - $360's

8 6 8 .7 2 2 6

OPEN

24 HOURS

URBANLIVING.COM

Enjoy complimentary cocktails & givaways as we meet and
greet N2N Bodywear’s owner/desinger Andrew Makay . e - : m— ]
Then join us at 11pm as Meteor & N2N put on a Hot o L Hamman Estates — $330’s Floyd Manor - $310’s West 22nd Street - $280’s
Fashion Show featuring N2N's latest and hottest 19 )
2008 collection at Meteor!




BMW 2008

CONTENTS

Vol. 15 ¢+ No. 6 ¢ July 2008

The Ultimate
Driving Machine

Horsepower and fuel efficiency,
married at last.

_ ' ) News & Comment
Buying or selling your home is a 10 Letters

BIG deal, usually the biggest one
you do. You want years of experi-
ence, honesty, and great expertise
to make sure your real estate deal
is the best it can be, with no hassles.
You can be assured of all that and
more...please call today for your
next great real estate experience.

713-828-7866

22 Years Experience
Over $200 Million in Home Sales

The Metropolitan
550 Post Oak Blvd, Suite 350
Houston, TX 77027

6 JULY 2008 QutSmart

16 News Briefs

25 What a World Is it hot enough for you?
29 InsideOut Banking on Houston.,

30 AIDS Watch Learn to love your liver.
86 OutLoud Cheers.

Features

12 QutFront Tamarie Cooper returns,
Bethel UCC at 90.

coversToRY 32 Kate Clinton She still has

a lot to quip about,

39 Bayou City Songbirds Three melodic
decades of gay choral musie, and counting.

43 Here She Stands Grace Lutheran Church
welcomes a new minister.

46 Hot T-Shirt Mess HRC benefits from
Project Runway design.

48 Gay in Galveston OutSmart’s
annual guide to all things Island.

Arts & Entertainment

60 Queer Quotes Chris Matthews' man
crush, Billy Crystal’s vision, and more.

62 DVDs ['m Not There, Ab Fah and Soap

collections, and more.

Island barista: Karen Love is at
the controls of Java's 213, ap-
propriately named for its street
address on 23rd Street in the
Galveston Historic District. While
you enjoy your brew and get
wired, note that the shop is also
.« . Wired, that is, for Internet
access and Wi-Fi. The oldest cof-
fee house in Galveston has board
games and books to borrow, too!
213 23rd Street, 409/762-JAVA.

66 Television A chat with Sordid Lives
writer, Del Shores.
70 Movies Mamma Mia! and No Hegret.

72 GrooveOut A gay Broadway parody,
Katy Perry, Alanis Morissette, and more,

78 ReadOut Don Roos is one of the directors
interviewed in The View from Here,

THE OTHER
CLINTON

Out & About
92 Calendar

102 Bar/Club Guide
104 SignOut

106 SceneOut

Advertisers Index
96 Business News

98 Classified

100 OutSmart Advertisers

About the cover:
Comedian Kate Clinton (see page 32)

Cover Proro: David Rodgers
Cover Desisn: David Eduardo Flores Perez

BMW Ultimate Service

Pay nothing. 4 years/50,000 miles. The most comprehensive maintenance plan (including wear and tear items) in its class.”

Bre

A

Enaine Belts: $0 Qil Changes: $0 Wiper Blade Inserts: $0

DvaNTaAGE BMW
MIDTOWN

Conveniently Located Inside the Loop
2101 San Jacinto @ Gray
713-289-1200
www.advantagebmw.com

reduled Inspect

1 50




NOW PUBLISHING IN OUR 15™ YEAR!

DUt ST

Houston's gay, lesbian, bi, snd tram magazine

Publisher
Associate Publisher

Editor

Creative Director/Entertainment Editor

Senior Editor NN
Graphic Artist Ter

Contributing Writers

_h:

cea s, ” !

Photographers/lllustrators

Sales Manager |
Account Executives

Come experience the Buffalo Bayou Web Editor /
Renovation Project with its revitalization
that is transforming Houston.

Special Projects Manager

CLlNTON PREST'GE 4 NatimTaI Advertising Rpr.:rs--.u--nt‘nivu
Howmes What a Great Place to Be!
3039 Clinton Drive * Best upcoming location at affordable prices

Houston, Texas 77020 ¢ Minutes from downtown, shopping, and nightlife

* Gated community

713:589-3623 » European-style finishes | -

954.632.3929 « Approx. 1,840 to 2,500 Square Feet

o e g At i The architectural details, grace and romance of Our fabulous amenities include:
smk@ckionpesigssom AR 2 Amalfi on the Italian coast meet the very latest ltalian-inspired Kitch W oranit

» Three bedrooms Wi e ; . . =in: chens with granite

L b o in modern apartment convenience. countertops and stainless steel appliances

E-mail address: =1t

+ Two to three and a half baths Websita address: - : Individual washer and dryer

* Priced from $200's | : i Concierge services
: : T kil RO . L uasa Resort-style pool and heated lap pool
$5 000 Available in i _ i /
’ ksl ey i ; Cyber Café Internet lounge
Upgrades or Closing Costs™ : ' ' . i, :
g _!:J“ kqmm.mw e : Bl of the | Close to Museum District, Texas Medical

Center Campus, the Metro, great shopping
and entertainment

Cody Grizzoffi T o e L -
Call 832-541-1103 | =X

CGrizzoffifprimelending.com

THE AMALFI AT HERMANN PARK
LUXURY APARTMENTS

3 Hermann Museum Circle Drive
‘ Houston, Texas 77004 AR C HSTONE

F Y i

Primelending ., CLINTONPRESTIGE

mn PlainsCapital Company. =2 URBAN STYLE LIVING

866.922.2384 W
AmalfiAtHermannPark.com

Great apartments. Greal service, Guaranteed,™




Letters

! 15 I 3 \
| ] . BAND OF PRIDE

3 a.m. adventure
always worth it

Wilshire Collection

No more lousy coverage. No one offers more
: e T discounts than Farmers:

or auio Insurance Call now

DAVID D. LORMS
2200 N. Loop W \ y
HOUSTON, TX 77018 d “Young man
(713) & ; }
DavidlL24¢
www.larm

LOVE LETTERS?
HATE MAIL?

;:_5;3;;11_.}":.‘:_.*,.':::, m:s::: LbTLS :Liif_'n:;'f].ri-”;:;-f Houston | 9889 Westheimer Road | 713.787 .9494
: Visit cantoni.com to view our collection and shop online.

Atlanta | Dallas | Houston | Irvine | Los Angeles  FURNITURE ¢ ACCESSORIES « DESIGN STUDIO




Outfront

TAMARIE’'S BACK!

And Catastrophic's got her. For several
years, actress Tamarie Cooper regaled
audiences with her popular and often
zany musical adventures presented by
the now-defunct Infernal Bridegroom
Productions. When the epic 10-part
Tamaialia series wrapped up in 2005,
a chapter of Houston theater history
seemed to end. Now the sparkling
Cooper [“a walking Greta Garbo Lucille
Ball hybrid," as the local performing-
arts critic Nancy Wozny has described
her) has returned, The Tamarie Cooper
Show, a new musical produced by
Catastrophic Theatre—the gueer-
positive company formed by several
Infernal veterans [Cooper is associate
director]—finds the one-time party girl
in a new marriage and contemplating
motherhood. The world premiere pro-
duction plays through July 19 at Stages
Repertory Theatre. Details: www.
catastrophictheatre.org.

Photographed by George Hixson
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HOLY ANNIVERSARY!

T g : ‘% !g.;x;::‘_; — When the congregation that is
e o2y - S s now Bethel United Church of

- !é; B, - .. B o, S e Christ was founded in 1918, its
o . — ™ location on Shepherd (called

® Brunner at the time] was at
the far western edge of Hous-
S ton. After nine decades, Bethel
™= now finds itself at the heart of
one of the fastest developing
sections of the city. Bethel,
which began its life as a Lu-
theran chureh, in recent years
joined the UCC, one of the few
Protestant denominations that
fully embraces gay, leshian,
bisexual, and transgender b
people, support that includes l“ —
the endorsement of marriage '
== rights for same-sex couples.
=% On luly 27, the parishioners of
Bethel UCC celebrate the 90th §
"1 anniversary of the congrega-
® tion with a day of worship and
! activities, concluding with the
! dedication of a 23-rank pipe
organ followed by a recital.

] Details: www.bethelhouston.

¥ org, Auth Ann Ethridge, who has | SRR A
J been a Bethel member for seven g § -
|| years, is one of many GLBT - ‘-L. -l /2
people who atiend the church. 9 ,\‘ l"' [ o
Ethridge also leads the social SESRES r_i §
1 action committee at Bethel. _{‘ .
»+

' Photographed , !
i by Yvonne Feece " ot
5 s > el B XA
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News Briefs

STATE POLITICAL PARTIES
ADOPT DIVERGENT
PLATFORM FOR TEXAS’
GAY CITIZENS

exas’ major political parties both met in

June to hammer out details of their par-
ties' aspirations as the November presiden
tial election approaches

Convened June 12-14 at George R. Brown
Convention Center in Houston, members of
the Texas Republican Party upheld antigay

langu: in the 2008 state Republican plat-

form. The document addresses homosexual-

ity under the heading, "Celebrating Tradi-

tional Marriage,” stating

“We believe that the practice of homosexu-
ality tears at the fabric of society, contributes
to the breakdown of the family unit, and leads

to the spread of dangerous, communicable

1|.i,‘-{';l,.‘,-i':\- ”l-ri':-J:-::'xll.lj behavi 18 contrary
to the fundamental, unchanging truths that
have heen ordained by God, recognized by our

country’s founders, and shared by

ity of Te
sented as an acce \
in our public education and policy, nor should
family’ be redefined to include homosexual
‘couples.” We are opposed to any granting of
I special entitlements, refuse to recognize,
, but not
limited to: marriage between persons of the

[ state of origin), cus-

es including

-ant special privile

same sex (regardle

pariner insurance or retirvement bene

oppose any criminal or civil penalties ag
those who oppose homosexuality out of faith,
conviction, or belief in traditional values.”

Regarding Texas sodomy statutes, struck

down as unconstitutional by the U.S. Su

preme Court in 2003, the platform states

“We oppose the legislation of sodomy. We
demand that Congress exercise its authority

granted by the U.S. Constitution to withhold

jurisdiction from the federal courts from cas

es involving sodomy.”
Regarding adoption, the platform states
“We oppose mandatory open adoption and
adoption by homosexuals.”

Texas' state Democratic Party also held

its state convention last month. During the
weekend of June 6-8, Texas Democrats ad-
opted a party platform in Austin, that no-
where contained the words *homosexual®
or “homosexuality,” stating: *We believe in
equal opportunity for all Texans.”

The Democratic state platform also calls
for the repeal of “Don't Ask, Don't Tell,” and

supports “the right of all military person-
nel to serve without diserimination, sexual
abuse, or prejudice.”

Rey

care, Texas Democrats’ platform states:

:r'Liil'|;;{ child protection and foster

“We oppose diserimination in the state
foster care system. We support child protec-
tion programs that provide safe, secure envi-
ronments for our children.”

In a section designated “Rights and
Freedoms,” the Texas Democratic platform
states: “Texas Democrats believe all people

a8 inalienable rights that are protected

pos

unaranteed by the Constitution,

|'_\' le.'u,-(ll;m-' g

which places responsibility on our govern-

ment to protect and defend those freedoms

just as those freedoms place responsibilities

on us as individuals. We believe in and sup
port equal opportunity and equal protection
before the law for all people; full protection
of civil and human rights; freedom from gov
ernment interference in our private lives and
personal decisions; and freedom of religion

conscience. Democrats believe

and individ
our Constitution is intended to prohibit dis
ms. Repu
to make it a tool of discriminati

crimination in all fo thlicans wish

n. To protect

ims, we su 'L action

our rights and freedc

nst all forms of discrimination and sexu-

aga

al harassment.”

POLITICAL CAUCUS MAKES
EARLY ENDORSEMENTS FOR
NOVEMBER ELECTION

I i1ul|c-u‘||'—._-_' a meeting of its pohitical action
committee held June 4, the Houston

GLBT Political Caucus announced a special

early slate of endorsed candidates for the No
vember 4, 2008, election.

Candidates receiving support from the
cancus based on their favorable stance on

United States

equality include Rick Noriega

Senate: Michael Skelly, U.S. Congressional
District 7; Vince Ryvan, County Attorney; Brad
Bradford, District Attorney; David Mincberg,
County Judge; Adrian Garcia, County Sheriff;
Diane Trautman, County Tax Assessor-Col-
lector; Loren Jackson, District Clerk; Kristi
Thibaut, State Representative District 133;
Ellen Cohen, State Representative District
134; Ginny McDavid, State Representative
Distriet 138; and Hubert Vo, State Represen-
tative District 149.

Maria Gonzalez, viee president of the can
cus, explained the endorsements were made

early so the group could spend the summer

months focusing on legislative priorities.
“By endorsing these candidates early, we
will be block-walking and phone-banking in

their districts this summer working to get

them elected this fall,” said Gonzalez.

Gonzalez said more endorsements
are Lo come, “This is just a partial initial
endorsement slate. We will endorse the rest
of our slate at our usual August endorsement
meeting.”

The eauncus iz actively reeruiting volun
teers to work on its focused campaign this
summer, The caucus meets the first Wednes
day of every month at 7 p.m. The monthly
meeting is held at the Havens Center, 1827
W. Alabama. Details: 713/621-1000 * www

thecaucus.org

FORMER SENATOR SAM
NUNN FLIP-FLOPS ON
ANTIGAY MILITARY POLICY

ormer U.S. Senator Sam Nunn said in
late June that he believes it is time to
revigit the “Don't Ask, Don't Tell” law which

xuals from sery

bans lesbians, gays, and bis
ing openly in the military. Nunn, one of the
principal lawmakers responsible for the pas-
sage of the 1993 law, stated: “T think [when]

15 years go by on any personnel policy, 1t's

appropriate to take another look at it—see

hear from the military. Start with a Penta

how it's working, ask the h

questions,

gon study.”

According to Servicemembers Legal De-
fense Network (SLDN)J, 143 House members
have already taken a look at he policy and
responded by cosponsoring HR 1246, the hill
to repeal “Don't Ask, Don’t Tell.”

“It’s a bit of a stretch for Senator Nunn

ie

o now sug

=1

was done by the Rand Corpor

st o Pentagon study when one
on 1n 1993

and whose findings were totally at odds with
the proposed ‘Don't Ask, Don't Tell’ law,” said
Aubrey Sarvis, executive director of Service-
members Legal Defense Network. “Unfortu-
nately, Senator Nunn rejected that study and
instead gave us ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell."”
Since
Ask, Don't Tell” has resulted in the dismissal

ts implementation in 1993, “Don’t

of more than 12,000 men and women from
the armed forces. The cost to U.S. taxpay

for maintaining the ban is estimated at more
than §363 million

Nunn is said to be on a shert list of poten-
tial running mates for Democratic presiden-
tial hopeful Senator Barack Obama
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"ARCHIC” sofa, upholstered in Feeling leather, bull-calf full anilin grain, english stitching - 1.4 mm thread.
"VERTIGO" cocktail table designed by Daniel Rede.
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m continued from page 16

WOMEN DISPROPORTIONATELY
AFFECTED BY ‘DON'T ASK, DON'T TELL

Sprvicvmvmhem Legal Defense Network has released new data
showing that while women make up approximately 15 percent of
the armed forces, they aceount for nearly half of all “Don’t Ask, Don't
Tell” discharges from the Army and Air Force. The law forbidding
openly gay Americans from military service has always disproportion-
ately affected women, but the 2007 data shows a significant increase
in the ban's impact.

“Women make up 15 pereent of the armed forces, so to find they rep-
resent nearly 50 percent of Army and Air Force discharges under “Don't
Ask, Den't Tell’ is shocking,” said SLDN executive director Aubrey
Sarvis. “Don't Ask, Don't Tell’ is often used as a weapon of vengeance
against service members, Women in particular have been caught in the
crosshairs of this counterproductive law.”

In fiscal vear 2007 women accounted for 14 percent of the Army’s
active duty force while making up 46 percent of DADT discharges
compared to 2006 when women represented 17 percent of the Army
and made up 35 percent of DADT discharges. Similarly, 2007 data
from the Air Force shows women are 20 percent of the force but made
up 49 percent of DADT discharges

Separation data shows the number of overall discharges under
“Don't Ask, Don’t Tell” have fallen by 50 percent since the September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks and the beginning of U.S. military opera-
tions in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Meanwhile, the military’s need for qualified and experienced per-
sonnel continues to grow. The House Oversight and Government Re-

form Committee recently released data showing the Army has doubled

Iry Dallas

ampy Side
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the number of waivers it grants to recruits convicted of violent felonies
ineluding manslaughter, rape, and kidnapping. In an attempt to meet
personnel goals, Pentagon leaders have relaxed enlistment standards
regarding age, physical fitness, edueation, and criminal records.

POLICE ABUSE OF TRANS WOMAN
PROMPTS CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION

Rt-]eastd in June, a video out of Memphis, Tennessee, clearly shows
a police officer abusing Duanna Johnson while she was held in
the Shelby County Criminal Justice Center. Johnson is a transgender
woman, and had been arrested on a charge of prostitution.

Surveillance video of the incident shows an unidentified officer hit-
ting Johnson several times with handcuffs wrapped around his knuck-
les, as another officer holds Johnson’s shoulders as she tries to protect
herself, Johnson was also maced and called “faggot” and “he-she.” The
FRBI investigation into possible civil rights violations is ongoing.

CONGRESS EXAMINES RUNAWAY AND
HOMELESS YOUTH PROTECTION ACT

In June, the U.S. House of Representatives unanimously passed
the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (H.R. 5524), which con-
nects youth to family reunification programs, outreach workers on
the streets, emergency shelter, longer-term housing, and myriad ad-
ditional support systems, including workplace preparation, education,
health and behavioral health services, and other opportunities to en-
sure the safety and well-being of this valnerable population.

“LGBT youth make up a disproportionate number of runaway and

homeless youth, as many as 40 percent. It is a national disgrace that

continued on page 20
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Realis Medical Spa
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[ PI R T1T3 8] continued from page 18

yvouth are turned out of their homes and com
munities based on their actnal or perceived
sexual orientation or gender identity. These
homeless vouth deserve the same safety, food,
shelter, access to education, and opportunity
to a bright future that is the right of every
child,” said ]'\f.l Carey, acting executive di-
rector of the N
Force Action Fund

The Senate 15 expected to consider com-

vational Gay and Leshian Task

panion legislation (S. 2982) later this sum-
mer, reauthorizing the program for an addi-
tional five years.

,runaway and homeless
740,000

In fiscal vear 2007
youth programs served more than

_\n|.|l|| in erisis situations

MARTIN AND LYON WED
(AGAIN) IN CALIFORNIA

‘ ‘ Fith even maore reason to rejoice during
Pride Month, same-sex couples cele-
brated marriage equality in California when,
on June 17, same-sex couples were able to be-
gin legally marrying in that state.
Leading the charge to the altar were
leshian equal rights pioneers Deél Martin an
ho were

Phyllis Lyon, w wed by San Francisco

Mayvor Gavin Newsom in a private ceremony
at San Francisco ( 1LYy Hall, Thousands of
other committed couples followed suit by
holding or planning their own wedding
celebrations.

“Del and Phyllis, pioneering activists now
in their 80s, were the first couple to be mar-
ried in San Francisco as same-sex marriages
became legal in California,” said Rea Carey,
acting executive director, National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force.

“From Sonoma to San Francisco to San
Diego, these loving couples, their families,
and friends are participating in a poignant
and time-honored tradition. This is a momen-
tous time not only for these couples, but for
California and the entire country as well.

“We wish each and every one of these
newlyweds much joy and happiness in their
marriages.”

The ]!.._"'il ation also rec L,Hi"x-w the le 'I.'
ity of same-sex marriages performed in loca-
tions other than California.

Martin and Lyon were originally wed
in February 2004 when Mayor Newsom 1s
sued marriage licenses to same-sex couples.
California courts annulled the unions four
months later, a move struck down as uncon-
stitutional in the May 2008 decision.

ON THE WEB
More News Briefs at
www.outsmartmagazine.com.
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In combination with other anfiretroviral agents for the treatment of HIV-1 infection in adults

Youve wovked gahovd

USE OF TRUVADA:

TRUVADA is indicated in combination with other antirgtroviral agents (such as
non-nucleoside reverse transcrptase inhibitors or protease: inhibitors) for the treatment
ot HV-1 Infiection In adults.

TRUVADA must be used as parl of combination therapy, TRUVADA should not
be used with ATRIPLA® (efavirenz 600 mg/emfricitabine 200 mgy/tenafovir disoproxil
fumarate [DF] 300 mg), VIREAD® (tenofovir DF), EMTRIVA® (emricitabine), Combivir®
(lamivudine/zidovudine), Epivir® or Epivir-HBV® (lamivudine), Epzicom® (abacavir
sulfate/lamivuding), or Trizivir® (abacavir sulfate/lamivudine/zidovudine).

TRUVALA, VREAD, end EMTFNA are tacemans

of Gilesad Scinoes, Inc

ATFIPLA ks 2. trademark of Srstol-Myers Squbh &

(Gsan Seimnces, LLG

Wl pther trademarks axe the property of thair Tespective owners

) GILEAD

O 2005 Ghead Sclmnoes: inc
Al ity reseeed, PTOOSY 208
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION:

Contact your healthcare provider right away if you experience any of the following

side effects or conditions while taking TRUVADA:

« Nausea, vomiting, unusual muscle pain, and/or weakness. These may be signs
of a buildup of acid in the blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious medical
condition

« Light colored stools, dark colored urine, and/or if your skin or the whites of your
eyes turn yellow, These may be signs of serious liver problems (hepatotoxicity),
with liver enlargement (hepatomegaly), and fat in the liver (steatosis)

= [fyou have HIV and hepatitis B virus (HBV) and stop taking TRUVADA, your liver
disease may suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking TRUVADA unless directed
by your healthcare provider

to get wheve you ave.

So why setHe for om HIV med
Hiat's twice o Aay?

Once a day TRUVADA can help get you to undetectable and
keep you there. As part of an HIV regimen, the meds in TRUVADA can:

m Be taken with or without food

B Reduce viral load and increase CD4 cell count

Ask your doctor if TRUVADA can be part of a complete

once a day regimen.

-

Trlj

vada !

Apemircapime- nofov isoprox! fumarate

TRUVADA does not cure HIV infection or prevent passing HIV-1 to others.

o If you have had kidney problems or take other medicines thal can cause kidney
probiems, your heatthcare provider should do reguiar blood tests ta check your Kidneys

* it Is not known whether long-term use of TRUVADA causes damage to your banes. If
you have had bone problems in the past, talk to your healthcare provider before taking
TRUVADA

Changes in body fat have heen seen in some peapie taking TRUVADA and other anti-

HIV medicines.

The mast common side effects of the madicines in TRUVADA when taken with other anti-

HIV medicines are dizziness, diarthea, nausea, vomiting, headache, rash, and gas. Skin

discoloration (spots and freckles) may also ocour,

Discuss all medicines you take with your healthcare provider and be aware;

® Your heatthicare provider may need to follow you more closely or adjust vour therapy if
you are taking Videx” or Videx™ EC (didanosing), Revataz® (afazanavir scfate), or Kaletra®
(lopinavir/ritonavir) with TRUVADA

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the
FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Patient Information on next page, including “What is the most
important information | should know about TRUVADA?"
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What a World

by Nancy Ford

HOW HOT IS IT?

Summertime, and the
living is not so easy

It’s hot.
It's so hot.
It’s
road-raging,
fluid-forcing,
lunch-hurling,
bayou-boiling,
scalp-burning,
heat-stroking,
labor-inducing,
A/C-collapsing,
sole-blistering,
soul-blistering,
lung-scorching,
%'ia)(—'p—l:lﬂ.\rnins:.
cornea-cracking,
Popsicle-craving,
polar-bear-killing,
California-burning,
hurricane-forming,
sweal-evaporating,
Jesus-resurrecting,
mayonnaise-turning,
liver-spot-darkening,
Paris-Hilton-wilting,
dog-tongue-extending,
Wendy's-Frosty-melting,
positive-attitude-melting,
Michael-Jackson-bleaching,
rolling-blackout-necessitating,
drag-queen-makeup-smearing,
new-silk-jacket-armpit-staining,
frittata-on-the-sidewalk-baking,
inappropriate-tube-top-wearing,
naked-flesh-on-car-seat-burning,
An-Inconvenient-Truth-confirming,
Ru'I1'!nl—}"n(--i'g\-'—--1m-lihnlder—qmjt‘kin;{
7-Words-You-Can't-Say-On-TV-inducing,
_\-'::Ll-|{I'I-'_)\\-'-I-1|]V|.>-j\'fJLl"bl.1l-dﬂl'l t-touch-me,
whyohwhyohwhyoh-did-I-ever-leave-Ohio,
can't-go-outside-until-well-after-midnight,
Homophobic-Rep.-Sally-Kern-at-SpankFest,
James-Dobson-at-Phyllis-and-Del's-wedding,
inspiration-draining,
too-hot-to-write-funny
hot.

Let’s try this again next month when it’s cooler. i

WANTED:

Beautiful, Sleek, Sophisticated 08 Model
Great Handling, FREE Test Drive

No commitment... 1-800-4-SATURN

LONG-TERM
RELATIONSHIP

VUE
from $ '1 ?’ 8?5

NSTR/NA
from 515'995

from 518,6 95

L~ OUTLOOK
k from 5219?5
Rethink

SATURN OF HOUSTON
GULF FREEWAY

713-944-4550

11201 Guif Freeway
Houston, TX 77034

SATURN OF HOUSTON
KATY FREEWAY

281-556-1400
11750 Old Katy Read 10050 Southwest Freeway
Houston, TX 77079 Houston, TX 77074

1-800-4-SATURN » WWW . HOUSTONSATURN.COM

SATURN OF HOUSTON
SOUTHWEST FREEWAY

713-777-6100

RF bess current cash

357 W. 19" St
Houston, TX 77008

LIFE DOESN’T STAND STILL AND NEITHER
SHOULD YOUR INVESTMENTS.

Jennifer L. Riley, Financial ﬁxd\_fi_SOJ’
713-861-7225

www.edwardjones.com wember sirc

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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InsideQut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

SAVING OURSELVES

Bank on Houston program keeps money where it belongs

t's time to declare war on the predatory,
high-cost payday loan companies and
check-cashing stores that are draining

$70 million a vear out of the struggling
economies of our poorest neighborhoods. In
my final term as Houston City Contre oller, |
am working with other leaders on several
economie development initiatives that
will help stabilize families and indi-
viduals on the financial edge, strengthen
neighborhood businesses, and improve
our economy.

The first is Bank on Houston, a col-
laborative effort to bring people without
bank accounts—including some of the
poor, working poor, and those with bad

credit—into the financial mainstream by

helping unbanked residents open free starter

"]H'I']"Hi-tf accounts. This effort could have a

multimillion-dollar economic impact on the

Houston economy without costing Houston

taxpayers a cent

Remember when opening a savings finances. Unfortunately, in many families,
account was a rite of passage for just this is not the case because of cultural or
about every child? Parents and child, with  perceived economic barriers or past problems
piggy bank in hand, would head down to  with bank accounts.
the neighborhood bank or credit union and An analysis conducted by the city’s Plan-
open a savings account. Each gift of money ning and Development Department found as
from grandparents, aunts, and uncles was  many ag 51 percent of residents in the low-in-

come African-American and Latino-domi-
This effort could have a multi- nated neighborhoods that ring the north,

east, and south sides of downtown do not

million-dollar economic impact
. have bank aceounts and are victims of the
on t!‘le Houston economy without second-tier predatory financial system. It
costing Houston taxpayers a cent. isestimated these residents pay $70 mil-

lion each year in fees to non-bank check

recorded in that little passbook the child  cashers and payday lenders. In addition to
received upon opening his or her new ac high fees, residents without bank accounts
count. It was exeiting to watch the balance  do not have safe places to keep money. They
grow year to year, carry it in their pockets or stash it under
This was how many of the Baby Boom the mattress at home, often becoming rob-
children of depression-era parents were bery targets.
introduced to the banking syvstem and the We had a firsthand look at some of these is-
importance of safeguarding their personal sues in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. -+

Volkswagen Tiguan.
The only compoct SUV with
thia famaousty fast G engine.

See Scoit & Kevin for
your Vi |

a;;a’fﬁ"!n:!:é;j;d [:Q:‘gdillﬁi 2755000 T.-olu-%ﬁ |§ﬁ

5178 Buffaln-Speedway‘ iA13%664.7303

wunch & Dinner

dining and accent tables
chairs * lamps

leather sofas and chairs
specialty picture frames
boxes * voses * ums

art glass * pottery
candles - screens
pilows = chandeliers
and more...

Mon-Sat 10am-épm
Sunday 1pm-5pm

713.869.1414

CUSTOM CLOSETS
MURPHY BEDS
HOME OFFICE
GARAGE STORAGE
CUSTOM PANTRIES

wWww.SpaceManager.com

713.688.8808 -
; ﬂ/ﬁ/ﬁl

Free In-Home ﬁm L orrics

Designh Consultation

Visit our Showroom at 3556 West TC Jester




Houston Medical Monitoring Project

Your OPINIONS will complete the |)||zzlt_'.

||i'1|n s oain a ||w-|n-|' IIIIIII‘I"-I.":IIiIiHIE'
ol health-related {'\|n'|‘jr|1|'l'~ and needs

ol |||-n|||i' |i\i1|lﬂ with HIV/AIDS

OPINIONS welcomed @ www.houstontx.gov/health/Epidemiology/HMMP
Or call 713.794. 9181 = ask for HMMP Staffl (Houston Medical Monitoring Projeet)

-
: A -
Bering©Omega E Legdgy_ .

./ (ommunity Services

11 Wopt fannaaplen

JOE MYERS
TA

o i :

(713) 875-2086
Edwin-cruz@shcglobal*net

Houston S TX§77065!

1901 DINWiFreeway)|
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m continued from page 26

Many of the evacuees who were trapped
in the city were unbanked, literally losing
their financial nest eggs to the floodwaters.
But once the water receded, a new problem
became apparent. Many of the evacuees
were receiving disability or child support
payments. Some were awaiting desperately
needed final paycheeks from struggling com-
panies. Those checks stacked up in the New
Orleans Post Office with no forwarding
address. Had they been direct deposited to
a bank account they would have been avail-
able almopst immediately from anywhere in
the country.

If we can connect these folks to banks,
they will be able to keep more of their hard-
earned dollars in their pockets. If we can con-
nect these folks to banks, they can begin to
build wealth and finanecial security because
they will have a critical component of a credit
history, which will open up access to mort-
gages and other tools of asset building.

My partners in this effort are the City of
Houston; the FDIC (Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corp.); the National League of Cities;
the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, Houston
Branch; and local banks and credit unions.
The program is modeled after the very suc-
cessful Bank on San Francisco effort that
helped more than 11,000 unbanked San
Franciscans open bank accounts in just the
first year after its 2005 launch. More than
40 banks and credit unions, including Wa-
chovia Bank, Bank of America, Washington
Mutual, and JPMorgan Chase, have joined
Bank on Houston. A steering committee will
be selected to develop the Houston Account.
[ envision:

* No monthly minimum balance

requirements;

Bounce-proof features that lower the
likelihood of overdrafts;
Acceptance of alternative identification,

such as Consular 1D cards;

Financial literacy training for those
with bad credit histories. We are
enlisting groups like Neighborhood
Centers, the United Way of Houston,
and Houston Asset Building Coalition
to help with this component.

Many of the banks and credit unions
already offer starter and second-chance ac-
counts. What we will bring is a comprehensive
and coordinated marketing campaign and the
community-based organizations that already
know and work with the target markets.

Studies have shown that people who are
set free from the shackles of payday loan
companies, pawn shops, and check-cashing
stores spend a significant portion of their
savings in their neighborhoods. Research by
the Brookings Institute found that a full-time

worker without a checking account could
save as much as $40,000 during his or her
career by utilizing a low- or no-cost checking
account instead of check-cashing services.
Bank on Houston ean help address the
cyvele of debt that keeps the working poor
and those with higher incomes but bad credit
from building savings and assets. In the pro-
cess we will strengthen Houston's long-term
economic vitality. That will benefit us all.

New Phone Numbers

The city is upgrading its antiquated 20-year-
old phone system and must change most city
government phone numbers, Old phone num-
bers are designed to roll over to the new ones
for about three months. If vou have trouble
reaching an office, please dial 311. The
Controller's Office new main phone number
is 832/393-3460. My email remains the same,
annise.parker@cityofhouston.net.

Annise D). Parker 1s Houston’s third-term city
controller and one of the highest-ranking openly
GLBT-¢lected municipal official in any of the 1()
largesi 1S, etttes. Her website is www hous
toncontrollerorg. Parker's sLon program,
Money Matters, airs Monday on the Municipal
Channel (Comeast) at 2 and 8 a.m. and 2 and
8 p.m. The City Coniroller’s webpage is wu
houstontx.gov [controller [ index.html, To receive
the controll

s mewsletter, send an email to

creely.wynne@eityofhouston.net.

Siummer Retreat

The First Nichiren Shu
North American Week Long
Intensive Practice Retreat

August 1 - 8, 2008

Margaret Austin Center
Chappell Hill, Texas

Open to all

For More Information Contact:
Rev. Myokei Caine-Barrett
713-429-1274
www.nichiren-shu.org/Houston/retreat.htm

BONAPARTE%J}NTIQUES

suthentic pleces

authentic people

3603 Main Street
in Midrown
ai the sign of the Bee

713-533-9333
www.BonaparteAntigues.com

Experience a Beautiful Tomorrow...TODAY!

OGAN

D.1D.5., P.A.
COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Yoted as one of Houston’s

"'op DENTISTS
2004 - 2008

— M Toxaw Magasine

ONE oF THE Best DEnTists
OutSmart Readers’ Choice
Awards 20006 « 2007

530 Waugh Dr.
Houston TX 77019

713.942.8598

www.corylogandds.com
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by Kelly A. McCann

FILTER FACTS

There must be 50 ways to lose your liver

n an old skit on Saturday Night Live,
Il_}:m Ackroyd portrayed chef Julia

Childs cutting up a chicken. Throughout
the bit, “she” encouraged us to "Save the
liver!” Julia was so right. The liver, largely
unheralded, is vital to our good health and
even our survival.

The liver is both the largest internal
organ in the bedy and the largest gland. In
most adults, it is about the size of a football,
and it is located on the right side of the upper
ahdomen. The liver plays a major role in me-
tabolism, digestion, and blood clotting, and it
pw‘ﬂrt‘m.-u about 500 other functions as well.

m . -
iﬂ' ove you some lf]“:'!. ol IHJ'\\' Il'ﬂ[llll'T."In[

that smooth, triangular, brown piece of

meat (and I'm not referring to Mario Lopez)
is to our health, consider this. Without a
functioning liver, a person will usually die
within 24 hours!

The liver can be damaged by alcohol

abuse, overdose of certain medications, in-

gestion of, or exposure Lo, various chemicals,

and viral infection. Currently, we know of

six (and possibly seven) viruses that can
lead to hepatitis, but three viruses cause
the overwhelming majority of hepatitis cases
in the U.S.

Hepatitis A Virus (HAV) is transmitted via
a fecal-oral route, most often by consumption
of contaminated food or water. But be aware,
it can also be transmitted by unprotected
oral-anal sex. Don't give someone a rim job
without placing plastic wrap, a dental dam or
some sort of barrier between your mouth and
your partner’s anus. The good news is that
this virus causes an acute form of ht-‘pni.ll"l.‘-'.
which lasts less than six months. It dees not
lead to a ehronic infection and, thus, does not
result in permanent liver damage,

Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) infection can
cause both acute and chronic hepatitis.
About 15 percent of people infected with

this virus l]l'\J:']IIEI chranie ht-!I.'II itis. As you

might imagine, chronic hepatitis is the more
serious course of the illness, as long-term
infection can lead to cirrhosis or scarring
of the liver, liver cancer, and even complete
liver failure. Like HIV, the hepatitis B virus
lives in the blood and sexual fluids of the in-
fected person and is transmitted in the same
ways that HIV is transmitted, through un-
protected sex, sharing needles for drug use,
tattooing, or body piercing, and breastfeed-
ing. There is even risk of transmission from
exposure to blood on razors, toothbrushes,
or other personal hygiene devices
Hepatitis C Virus (HCV), originally
called non-A, non-B hepatitis, was not
identified until 1989. It 1s estimated that
four million Americans are now infected
with hep C, four times more than are living
with HIV/AIDS! This virus is transmitted
by blood-to-blood contact through blood
transfusions received before 1992, needle-

sharing, and even sexual activity if blood i

Are Internet hookups putting
you at risk for HIV or STDs?

cCrre

cyber outreach risk reduction education

CORRE is an online counseling program to help you —

Learn about your own sexual health

Understand what behaviors put you at risk
Develop ways to change those behaviors
Make a plan to keep you and your partners healthy

Houston's first and only online counseling program for gay and bisexual men

For more information, email:
projectcorre@gmail.com

Legacy

| o e
-_—

Community Health Services

legacycommunityhealth.org
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present. This infection can remain asymp-
tomatic for 10 to 20 years, but often leads
to chronic hepatitis.

In the early stage of acute hepatitis, one
may experience symptoms like fatigue, fever,
muscle and joint aches, and nausea. Later
symptoms include jaundice or yvellowing of
the skin and whites of the eyes, dark urine,
and hight-colored stool

With chronic hepatitis (an infection
lasting longer than six months), there are
often no symptoms for many years. Once
symptoms do appear, they often mimic the
symptoms of acute hepatitis. Fatigue is by
far the most common symptom, but persons
with chronic hepatitis often report a feeling
of pressure or pain below the right ribs. This
is an indication of an enlarged liver.

The recommended treatment varies de-
pending upon the virus one is infected with,
the genotype of that virus, and whether
the infection is acute or chronie. In short,
the treatment for an acute hepatitis is no
treatment. Just rest and let the infection
run its course.

There are six FDA-approved treat-
ment options for chronic hep B, including
interferon and some anti-viral medications
used to treat HIV, such as lamivudine. For
chronic hep C, virus levels can often be re
duced through a combination of interferon
and the antiviral drug, ribavirin. However,
it should be noted that certain genotypes of
HCV do not respond well to treatment. In
p.‘l!'!i(‘tli;lr'. genotype 1 is more resistant to
therapy than other HCV genotypes

For persons infected with HIV, it is im-
portant that they discuss hepatitis with their
medical providers. There are vaecines to pro
tect against infection with HAV and HBV, and
it is strongly recommended that persons living
with HIV/AIDS be vaceinated in order to pre-
vent co-infection with HIV and hr‘p. However,
na vaceine exists for HCV at this time.

And if you have HIV and are already
co-infected with HBV or HCV, there are
important things to consider. Most stud-
ies sugpgest that viral hepatitis does not
directly accelerate the progression of HIV
disease, but HBV and HCV do appear to
progress more rapidly in persons infected
with HIV.

But do not despair! Positive treatment
outcomes are possible for both diseases.
However, the management of HIV/HBV or
HCV co-infection can be complex, so seek out
physicians who have experience with both
diseases. And “save the liver”!

Kelly A. MeCann is the chief executive officer of
AIDS Foundation Houston. For testing infor-
mation: AFH's Prevention Services Department
at 713/623-6796 or visit www.aidshelp.org.

laainds Collotn & Tesetnl

¢
I strive to treat

patients with the
utmost 99
dignity and care.

D

Swarna Balasubramaniam, M.D.

Board Certified, General Surgery, Colon and Rectal Surgery

Trained in General Surgery Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN

Fellowship Training in Colon & Rectal Surgery at

USC in Los Angeles, CA

Genital warts are caused by the Human Papilloma Virus
(HPV), which is the same virus responsible for cervical
cancer in women. These warts can occur in the anal canal
and perianal area, especially in individuals who engage in
ano-receptive intercourse. Left untreated anal warts can
grow larger and become cancer in some cases. Anal warts
are difficult to cure, since once the virus infects the skin
cells they are impossible to eliminate. Warts can be treated
with topical medication, office procedures and/or surgery
based on size and location. Regular examinations and
treatment can keep this annoying and potentially danger-
ous problem in check.

* Anal condyloma (genital warts)
» Anal fissures & fistulas

» Colon, rectal, anal cancer
* Hemorrhoids

¢ Rectal bleeding

* Rectal prolapse

* Colonoscopy

281.277.2121

16659 Southwest Frwy, Ste 301
Sugar Land,texas 77479

. Houston Aesthetic a General

D-E Nk 3 TR Y

Tom D. Tran, D.D.S.

s TMJ = Orthodontic = Cosmetic « Gum & Oral Surgery

CareCredt V. [l <o

(» Extended Payrment Plans a 0 % Interest » Financing Available)

Tel: 713-526-2424

]

« Houston TX 77019 a« (between W

Waugh Dr, @ Clay = Sulte

Website: WWW.DrTranDental.com « E-mail: DrTran@DrTranDental.com
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C OV ER FE AT U RE

Seriously
Though, Folks

Straight talk—more or less—from comedian Kate Clinton

—

by Nancy Ford
Photo by David Rodgers

here’s a lot to talk about.”

That's how author, performer, and dvnamic 27-year veteran of queer stand-up comedy, Kate Clinton, explains her apparently unceasing

flow of material. Accordingly, the Queen Mum of gay comedy has just released her eighth CD, this one called Climate Control, which she is
promoting between appearances with Cyndi Lauper’s second True Colors tour.

“We used to call them albums, you may remember,” the sexy sexagenarian quips.

With barely a moment to catch her breath, she's already on to the next tour, bittersweetly titled Hilarity Clinton '08

“You can tell people are not careful readers.” this former teacher says, an educator’s serutiny still popping through. “They see my button
and they're like, ‘Ewwww!'

“Read carefully,” she implores. “Look beyond.”

Peppering her wisdom with her famed wit, Clinton recently chatted remarkably seriously with OutSmart from her home in New York
City. Among the hot topics on her mind: pl'l':-tti[vmi;i] lllI]I[':l'r‘. the environment, how the recent experience of another Clinton re-lit a fire

under her feminism, and why she believes the children are our future

Nancy Ford: Interesting that your new CD  that. Bwahahaha!” It starts at home. Stop taking long show-
is called Climate Control. As you know, I'm So that's in our kit. I'm ready. On the ers. Turn the lights off. Do we really need
calling from Texas, and hurricane season  album before this, I have tips for people  to run that air conditioner all the time?
is here. What's in your hurricane evacua- and their terrorist kits. Mostly to help them Do things like absolutely separating your
tion kit? freshen up. trash, Although, when Giuliani was mayor,
Kate Clinton: Batteries. What are they saying about the hurricane we'd do our careful separation and they just

season? dumped it in one thing! [She laughs, but not
[Long pause] That's it? sincerely.

c'l [Both laugh) Actually, 1 do have a terrorist They seem to say every year that this yearis I've been reading a terrifying book.
kit here in New York, but the problem is, going to be worse than the last one. Wonderful and terrifying, but it's so informa-
we keep chipping from it. We had cash; I Whoever “they” are tive. It's called The Omnivore’s Dilemma by
should really check on how much is left. [She Michael Pollan. It is brilliant. It starts with

tmprovises a domestic scene hetween .-'IH’.":G:'.'[;' Exac!ly. The RDYE! They. | haven't seen a meal and works backwards. What 1 know
and her partner, esteemed author/activist,  evidence of it yet, so we'll see what hap- now about corn-fed cattle! | haven't eaten a
Urvashi Vaid.| “The delivery guy’s here, do  pens. It's not a pretty thing, trying to get  burger since, let’s put it that way.

vou have any cash?” “l don't have any cash.  five million Houstonians out of town in the

Go to the thing.” same afternoon. I'm sure we would be horrified.

We changed the bottled water and bat Yes, and the poor Midwest. lowa is under  I'm sure the younger generation is all over it.
teries, of course. And for my dear girlfriend, water. And rightfully so. We just have to each of us
sanitary products. She still needs them, do our part, even though Dick Cheney said
poor thing! [Sarcastically] What global warming? that wouldn't make any difference.

Oh my God. Get rid of him!
Bless her heart! Bless his heart. Or whatever is in his chest
[ know. I try to have sympathy. She says, “I  What are your recommendations on how  cavity now.
have cramps! and 1 say, “Yes, I remember  to save the earth? Exactly. —
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Seriously Though, Folks 3

Well, you're certainly doing your part, in
terms of comedically addressing the prob-
lem on your CD. We know the best way to
get any idea across is to make people laugh
while thinking.

Thank you! Well, I think people can do both—

laugh and think. Actually, I mostly want to
make people laugh. Absolutely. I don’t wani
to get away from that, because I find that
pure pleasure. Pure pleasure. But if they
walk away and they're thinking and talk-
ing—or disagreeing—that’s even better,

Imagine this scenario: John McCain wins in
November. What's the first thing you do?
Resist the urge to go on a four-year cruise
with Olivia? [ Laughs] That just can’t happen.
But then, we had Bush.

I really think that there are encouraging,

she had these guys by the nuts!

And Equality Massachusetts was incred-
ibly important in flipping something like nine
I
and I think people don't realize how worried

islators to flip the ban. Tt can be done,

legislators are about what we think. They're
worried about their jobs

When 1 worked on the Rosie O'Donnell
show and we'd get faxes from people, I always
thought it was two guys with a fax machine
just eranking out crap. But they really care
about what people think. Legislators do care
about what constituents think if they want to
keep their jobs. 1 think we forget that

It's easy to lose sight of, when you see all
the shenanigans going on in the legislative
process. Speaking of which, | couldn’t help
noticing on your CD that you noted “special
thanks to George W. Bush, Larry Craig, Har-
riet Meiers, and the Cheney family”

A ETHERIDGE

he Revival Tour 2008
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exciting things happening at loecal and state
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i, her Bth—and possibly best—album, | |
8 Queen of Queer Quips reveals more
gnient truth regarding the less-than | i
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butch, and other hot-button topics z
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nent to Clinton’s hilarity is one audi- | |
member’s fully audible leg-slap that | |
nies nearly every punch line. She's | |
1o be sore in the morning. WHYscrack
iords (www.kateclinton.com). —N.F.
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levels where Fovernors are !'t'{:l.i._\' stepping
up and making the changes. They're doing
things, environmental things that the federal
level wouldnt do. They're doing things for
gay rights that the federal level wouldn't
do. 1 ean get discouraged and think, “Oh
my God, four more years of Bush/McCain.
McBush. Whatever.”

But you know, I travel and I see exciting
things happening. You'll be cheered by this:
I was in Columbus, Ohio, and 450 ordinary
people from all over the state took a morning
session on how to lobby vour representative
[via the GLBT t'£|LI;L|. rights organization,
Equality Ohio]. Then they walked across the
street to the state house and spoke to their
representatives on gay rights. And [ thought,
“Oh my God, this is so exciting.”

That's wonderful, especially with Ohio be-
ing a swing state.

Yes, amazing, absolutely amazing. The work
of organizations at the state level, like the
ACLU, was critical in the Massachusetts
legislature, fighting off the ban on gay mar-
riage. I performed at a dinner there, and met
this woman who was retiring after 20 years
as their legislative representative, She was
this diminutive, Jewish grandmother, and

material. But I have a feeling [ won't be dis-
appointed in the next administration.

|Both laugh] | have a feeling you're right,
regardless which way it goes. The liner
notes also say you've been “blinded by the
driving sleet of sexism

[an't that a great line? I'm just livid about
the sexism. It was real during Hillary's
campaign. It actually kicked me back to
my feminist roots. You find yourself saying
things like, “Well, at least, he didn’t kill her.”
And then vou think, “What is that?”

I really find myself again, like in my
on-fire, early feminist days, back with that
lens again of looking at everything like Girls
Gone Wild ads that we would never have
let pass.

So that's been great, and I'm recommitted
to that. I really am committed to attacking
the media. 1 think they were deplorable,
and it just can't go on. It's like TASS. 1t's
like Pravda. They were a mouthpiece of the
administration.

[ was talking to someone at dinner last
night about already this back-stepping
by Obama, like [he's saying]l maybe we're
not going to get out [of Irag] as fast [as he
implied]. —

o= '"ENATION.com
ticketmaster IIIMHGE I'l' PHONE: ?13-629-3?“!

Al datzs, acts and o change

wwiw.anitabump.com
(next to Hollywood Supercenter)
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be Sexy...be Fabulous

Well, it was pretty shocking, with his mid-

o / term election. Try being in Europe or over-

— seas, trying to explain to people. You have
*" =

5 that awkward moment, trying to explain his
election. [ don't call it his re-election because
he wasn't elected in the first place

[Pauses| And how are vou, dear?

[Both laugh] I'm just fine, thank you for ask-
ing. You know, [June was] Pride month—
busybusybusy. We just had our youth prom.
There's nothing more uplifting than the kids.
Isn’t it fabulous? You can't hold them down

You can't. I went to the Creating Change con-
ference in Detroit and it was like 50 percent
young people! I was so charged. I thought,

«
1;, d o E -‘ “Well, it's OK, I can retire. They've got it.”
[ 3 .
'a'ﬂ The thing that | loved about it was that
ang . s0 many of them are employed at gay organi

zations. And they have this darling sense of =H =

@ Allen Pk [ 713.524.3359 nEtlemant! W f 1 S N L LR D E TS O T
et s entitlement! Why didn’t I have that? N o Gl B Ot s Spineialid

www.myspace.com/guavalamphouston Because we gave it to them. * * * * * 713'868'6879
happy hour everyday 4 - 8pm Oh, all right. STAR MOTOR CARS Ask me about Mercedes-Benz

| complimentary valet parking 7000 Katy Road » Houston, TX 77024 ATTRACTIVE
FINANCING INCENTIVES

Nancy Ford inferviewed Andy Bell in the June
issue of OutSmart magazine
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Celebrating 30 years of music
with the men and women of
Bayou City Performing Arts

by Nancy Ford

Photo by Yvonne Feece

ake no mistake, ther

is an agenda. And they

do recruit.

In the past 30 years,

members of Bayou City

Performing Arts have
trolled karaoke bars, church choirg, and
maybe even a few shower stalls in search
of new members willing to contribute their
talents to a group of impassioned, largely
gay and lesbian warblers,

It all began in 1979 when Montrose
Marching Band (now the Houston Pride
Band) conductor Andy Mills branched out
to add voices to the concerts the band was
presenting.

Thirty years and many Streisand num
bers later, the organization has umbrella'd
under the moniker of Bayou City Perform
ing Arts with 156 combined voices, male
and female, gay and straight.

In those 30 years, the singers have me-
|LJLIiL'£I”}' represented Houston well |1g-_\;t1:|.ri
Texas, with appearances at the 1990 Gay
(Grames and Cultural Festival in Vancou-
ver, as well as coneerts in Denver, Tampa
Bay, San Jose, and Montreal.

“We have L'].:l'il} about where we're
headed and what we're going to do, and
how we are going to do it,” BCPA artistic
and managing director James Knapp says
with confidence and enthusiasm

*We have grown into starting a
women's chorus and a mixed chorus.” he
says. “We are reaching out and I hope the
community will hear us and come see us
and [know] that we've got an ineredible
vear planned for next year. We have a vi-
sion for the future.”

Knapp credits the choruses' growth
to the “tremendous dedication and the
love and the nurturing that’s taken place”
within the organization. But the success-
ful road BCPA currently traverses hasn't
always been a smooth one, he admits,

“We got into a real financial hole
about four years ago,” Knapp says. “The
organization made some hopeful decisions
to move to downtown venues because we
wanted to raise the bar of our musicality
and where we made that music. But we
didn’t do as much research as we should
have.”

Following this dark period, Knapp

How do you get to Miami? Practice,
practice, practice: Gay Men's Chorus of
Houston, the original arm of the quadripar-
tite Bayou City Performing Arts Association,
prepares to sing with 130 other choruses at
the Gay and Lesbian Choruses Festival VIII
(GALA), scheduled this month in Florida.

says, the chorus’ move downtown eventu-
ally proved expedient

“We went from about zero dollars in
grant money to about $60,000 in grant
money. And we now have five CDs and
weTe getting some good reviews.”

The choruses’ Pride concert, presented
in June at Jones Hall in Houston's down-
town theater district, proved successful
despite heavy competition the same night
from Cyndi Lauper’s True Colors Tour
And Houston Mayor Bill White himself is a
fan, honoring BCPA’s 25th anniversary in
2003 by calling the group “one of the best
[aces of diversity in Houston.” Since then
the chorus has been a prominent mainstay
at city events, including being chosen the
featured chorus for Mayvor White's tree
lighting ceremony at City Hall. —
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m continued from previous page

ne of the places the chorus is
“clear about where they're head-
ed” this summer is Miami,
“Our celebration really begins in
July when we attend and perform with
over 100 Houston singers at the Gay and
Lesbian Choruses Festival VIII,” says
Knapp. “This festival is held every four
years, and this festival is a particular
special ane for us,” Knapp says. “We are
the only choral organization of the GALA
choruses attending that will be bringing
a women's chorus, men's chorus, mixed
chorus, and a small ensemble of 12 voices.
The only one!™
The 2008 concert, dubbed Echoes
of Unity, marks the GALA debut of the

Bayou City Women's Chorus, as well as the

men and women'’s Bayou City Chorale and
the Bayou Rhythms small ensemble.

BCPA has prepared performances
of four newly commissioned works by
gay composers Steven Milloy and Alan
Shorter, “one for each group attending the
H.'f"[i'\'i.'l.“ I\rl‘l'\lpp .‘i.'_l;\'.‘:_

Scheduled July 12-20 at Miami’s
Carnival Center for the Performing Arts,
the GALA Festival is an international
GLBT choral erganization of more than
10, 000 vocalists who sing in 200 choruses
from all over the globe. No less than 130
choruses and ensembles are set to perform
during the weeklong festival, with more
than 5,000 singing delegates registered

“It kind of reminds me of the Super
Bowl in that all of the eyes of the GLBT
chorale movement are in Miami at this
gathering,” Knapp says, barely containing
his excitement. *Five thousand singers in
one room lifting up songs to the movement
and to each other and to empowerment. It
is amazing.”

This is not Knapp's first time con-
ducting a mammoth chorus, In 2006, he
conducted 300 voices at the Gay Games
and Cultural Festival in Chicago. But
Knapp accentuates the fact that the GALA
concert 1s not a competition.

“One of the great things about it is
that it's very much a supportive wonder-
ful, wonderful festival as with the games
in Chicago. You're there to support your
personal best.”

Knapp also appreciates the diversity
the GALA gathering represents, in terms
of the sizes and experiences of the cho-
ruses participating,

“You can have a group like Turtle
Creek Chorale from Dallas or The Muse
Women’s Chorus from Cincinnati, an out
standing, highly auditioned group that has
15 CDs [and] performs for the top-notch

Trés gay: Under the capable direction of artistic

and managing director James Knapp (below),
the Bayou City Women’s Chorus (above) plans
to treat the GALA festival to an arrangement
of *Ordinary Miracles a song first recorded

by Barbra Streisand. “It's about the ordinary,
everyday miracles that pass by us, and know-
ing that love is all that is necessary to make
ordinary miracles happen, Knapp says.

conferences in America. And then you've
got a group of 11 singers from Billings,
Montana. They are a fantastic inspiration.

“Here in Houston we're light years
ahead of where they are in Wyoming, in
terms of GLBT issues.” Knapp continues.
“It’s interesting to see the pulses around
the country. I remember distinctly four
yvears ago in Montreal, when I heard that
group from Montana, the tears coming
down my face. Because their story was like
what our story was like 12 or 15 years ago.
These people have the courage to stand
up—in Billings, Montana! They walk into
rehearsal and have their personal security
threatened.

“*These people are heroes.”

Bayou City Performing Arts is always look-
ing for new members who are willing to

sing with the groups, or support those who
do. Details: 713/521-7464 * www.bayoucity

performingarts.org.

T TR R A A R S S P
For Lovers, by Lovers
Bi"l'.-\ members are set to perform a song
at GALA—likely to be one of the festi-

val’s most moving performances—based on
a poem by former Resurrection MCC direc-
tor of music, Mark Unbehagen. “He wrote
this poem in 2004 when he was watching
hundreds of gay and lesbian couples stand
putside of City Hall in San Francisco wait-
ing to be married,” James Knapp says.

‘Love’s Sonag’
BY MARk UNREHAGEN

imagine the sound of love . . .
swirling within your being
bursting forth on your breath
dancing past the world’s ears

a resonance of fwo
when joined with creation

invites afl to rejoice!

imagine silencing your love
forced to stir but inward
mitxing with fear, deception and lie
IHUI'HT:.".'_L.' shame over the one you adore
so sing forth your love
and join with all lovers
ta counter the clatter of fear

the tune may just be
so enticing and free

that the silence might just hum along

s0 sing forth your love
and join with all lovers!
Sing forth! Sing! Forth! Sing forth your
love! W
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Outside the rules of its denomination, Grace Lutheran Church
713.807.7875 www.akasushi.net

in Montrose calls an openly bisexual minister

by Neil Ellis Orts
Photo by George Small

sex relationships.

professed Christian, lifetime Lutheran, graduate of the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, out bi-

has been tapped for pastoral duties by Houston’s Grace Lutheran Church. American Lutherans embraced women clergy
nearly 40 years ago, but Lutheran governing bodies have yet to include in that embrace men and women who openly live in same-

[ was raised in the Lutheran Church, and always was taught in Sunday School that God loves me and God loves everyone. I searched in

various ways for what sort of career I could have to present that to other people,” says Groen. She first explored lay ministry opportunities,
working as a camp counselor and with the Lutheran Volunteer Corps as a case manager to homeless people in Baltimore and Washington,

DC. As she sensed a eall to ordained ministry, Groen enrolled in seminary, where her active community life continued. She served
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The Ordination of Lura Groen

ed from previous page

as student body president, participated in
numerous social juslice activities, received
a number of academic and leadership
awards, and was on the dean’s list. Despite
her obvious success as a student, attending
semminary represented a giant leap of faith
for Groen. At the time, she knew her sexu-
ality was not acceptable to the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), the
national church body that would be respon-
sible for finding (or not finding} a church
post for her upon graduation.

The ELCA was formed in 1988, Since
its inception, its guidelines have main-
tained that clergy who self-identify as
gay or leshian must remain celibate. This
policy has been challenged over the years
and is currently being reevaluated at the
instruction of the 2007 ELCA Churchwide
Assembly. At this assembly, bishops were
also encouraged to exercise restraint in
dizeiplining both clergy who are discovered
to be in monogamous, homosexual rela-
tionships and congregations who call such
clergy to be their pastors.

Grace Lutheran Chureh is a congrega-
tion of the ELCA and has a long history in
Houston’s Montrose neighborhood. Since
its organization in 1922, Grace has seen
many changes, the most significant to
current events being the 1995 decision to
become a "Reconeiling” congregation, which
means they made an official statement
of welecome to GLBT folk. Grace has been
without a pastor since 2003, and when they
felt ready to start interviewing candidates,
they informed the bishop's office that they
would be considering not only approved
candidates from the ELCA, but also from
the roster of F:xtr';:-u‘ri[l‘l.'n'_\.-' Lutheran Min
istries (ELM)

ELM officially came into being in 2007,
but traces its history back to 1990. That
was the vear when two San Francisco
Lutheran congregations called to service
three openly gay pastors—Ruth Frost, Jeff
Johnson, and Phyllis Zillhart. The eventual
result of the extra ordinem ordination of
these three was that the ELCA expelled
the congregations who called them. In the
ensuing years, KLM took form from the
various networks of Lutheran pastors and
churches who wished to fully include GLBT
folk in all aspects of the church’s life. To-
day, they evaluate candidates for ministry
and maintain a roster, separate from the
ELCA’s, of people they have judged suit-
able for ordained ministry. Grace is the
first congregation in Texas to call an ELM
candidate.

All of these histories confront one

another with Groen's ordination. In ealling
her to be their pastor, Grace risks being
removed from the ELCA, depending upon
actions taken by the Churchwide Assembly
in 2009. Bishop Michael Rinehart of the
Texas-Lousiana Gulf Coast Synod says he
will take advantage of the 2007 call for
restraint until then, but has been in touch
with Grace and Groen, outlining what he
can and cannot do for them at this time.
For one, Grace will continue to be officially
listed as being without a pastor, so Groen
will not be able to attend larger church
gatherings as a pastor (although she will be
eligible to attend as a voting lay member so
long as Grace remains in the ELCA). Groen
is not eligible for the ELCA insurance or
retirement plans,

Still, there seems to be little overt
controversy in this instance, certainly noth-
ing akin to what happened in 1990 in San
Francisco. As stated by Grace representa-
tive Rene Garcia and confirmed by bishop's
representative Reverend Don Carlson,
Grace Lutheran Church has "gone the
extra mile to keep the Synod office up-
dated” as the congregation traveled down
this path. Everyone seems well aware of
the stakes while remaining cordial in their
interactions.

“I have been very pleased to receive
the welecome of the bishop,” Groen says. “I
understand that the bishop is under many
pressures and needs to do his job to be the
bishop, so I have been very pleased that he
has been personally welcoming to me.”

The bishop's job includes answering
concerns about Groen’s ordination. In an
email to area church leaders, Rinehart
stated he could not participate in the ordi-
nation and reiterated current chureh policy.
His one overtly negative comment came at
the end of the email that, ©
and preferred seat-
ing for the press left me and others with

. availability
for press interviews . ..

the feeling of a publicity stunt.”

When asked about being in the media
spotlight, Groen says: “We are celebrating
the opportunity to tell people what God is
domg and how God is changing the church.
We are celebrating the forum to say pub-
licly that God loves everyone.”

Lura Groen's ordination takes place
at 2 p.m. on July 26 at Grace Lutheran
Church (2515 Waugh Drive). It 18 a conver-
gence of many histories and many players,
and despite the actions that may eventu-
ally be taken against Grace, the mutual
respect among the main players of the
current drama speaks of hope for progress
in the ELCA.,

Newl Ellts Orts interviewed Tony Kushner for

OutSmart's May issue.
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Heidi, Tim, and company
make it work again

by Tim Brookover
Photo by Brook Pifer

t seems only weeks since the young and flamboyantly

gay Christian Siriano captured the top honor on the
fourth season of Project Runway. Now the fashion-
design-competition series returns for a fifth season,
which debuts Wednesday, July 16, on Bravo. The
familiar elements that made the show a hit are back:
host Heidi Klum and her Teutonie glare; the insightful
judicial team, designer Michael Kors and magazine

editor Nina Garcia (who, fortunately for viewers,

can also be wickedly catty); and presiding over all,
the great gay mentor, Tim Gunn, whose line “Make it work” has
entered the gueer lexicon.

The |'1L. news, though, involves the futore of Runway. With its
sixth season, scheduled to begin in November, the series moves to
Lifetime (where the Weinstein Company, which owns the show,
scored a better financial deal, according to media reports). The
Runway faithful are distressed, to put it mildly, burning up the
blogosphere with remarks that range from snarky to anguished
“I'm guessing that now they'll be choosing contestants not on their
designing abilities, but on how many abusive husbands they've
murdered or how many times they've slept with danger,” sniped a
poster at Gawker. Other ohservers have expressed concern that a
move from the urban-skewing, queer-positive Bravo to a network
better known for programming that appeals to red-state America
might imperil the gay nature of Project Runway. “1 am ALSO
afraid that Lifetime will try to ‘tone down’ the fierce gayness of
the show. Let’s face it, Bravo is NBC/Universal’s ‘Gay Network.'
How will little old ladies in Kansas respond to people like Mango
and Big Chris?!?” wrote a poster at the blog Opalescent, referring
gay Runway designers. A planned season-six change

in location from New York to Los .'\I!|=__'l-§l'.'- has Ltk.‘f'j;ll'r't_’t] the

to two recent

Runway faithful
For their part, the producers have announced no immediate
changes for season five. So the elementz—including the sky-high
gay quotient—that have made Runway the highest-rated reality
series on cable are likely to remain, at least for now. W

Something fierce: Christian Siriano, winner of the
recently concluded Project Runway fourth season,
models the new T-shirt that he designed for the
Human Rights Campaign. The organic-cotton shirt
features a drawing of a fabulous superhero named
Fierce Equality and is signed by Siriano (whose
favorite approving term on the show was “fierce”).
$38. Proceeds support the work of HRC, the GLBT
advocacy organization. Order: www.hrc.org/siriano.
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BOTOX
Dermal Fillers
Microdermabrasion
Chemical Peel
Non-Surgical Wrinkle Reduction
IPL Photofacial Skin Rejuvenation

Galleria Area
2800 Sage Road, Suite A-200
Houston, Texas 77056

You’re invited to a
FREE workshop

with your peers to learn
how to lose those pesky pounds!

We will teach you...
¢ Eating tips for weight loss
* How to fight sugar cravings
¢ The truth about weight loss ‘myths’

AMEREJUVE

713-960-6262

Saturday, August 9, 2008
9:30 am (arrival) ® 10:00 am (program begins)
@ Bering United Methodist Church
1440 Harold * Houston, TX 77006

RSVP REQUESTED. Call 713-520-5288
or e-mail to rsvp@houstonbuyersclub.com

e

HNacty Py underaear exdmwefq

0

BLACK HAWK
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Island-Grown Business

Entrepreneurs find fertile ground amid the dunes of Galveston

by Jan Johnson
Photos by Yvonne Feece

alveston journalist Christie Mitchell (whose oil-magnate/developer brother, George, named the restaurant
Christie Mitchell’s Beachcomber after him) once observed that anyone could go to Houston and make a
million dollars, but it took a genius to earn a living in Galveston. Small-business entrepreneurs do seem

to be a dying breed on the Island. If you look closely enough, however, you'll find several unsung, independent
businessmen successfully building a life here, hard at work in various industries, from traditional to cutting-edge

Renovations are nothing new for Galveston “partners” David LeBouef
(front) and Don Clark. They've been at it in and around Galveston for 30
years and are still going strong.
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technology. They have risen above the special
interests and bevond the Causeway to change
niches into riches, proving the Beachcomber
wrong.

Oh, and they all happen to be part of
Galveston's gay community.

Home-Grown and Firmly Planted
omfortahly reclining on couches that face each
other, Don Clark sips peach tea while David
LeBouef euddles with Baily, his standard poodle
who fancies herself a lapdog. Despite their ease during
this pleasant interview, their success didn't happen ran
‘-l"”'l." or overnight,

In 1978. Don refreshed his Island Cuisine by Clark
catering company when he purchased a down-home coun
try diner, the Busy Bee, in Santa Fe, Texas. He met his
life partner, David, two years later at Galveston’s favorite
Christmas féte, Dickens on The Strand. Together they
grew the cafe into a countywide chain.

The twa invested in historic Galveston in 1984, buying
a quaint corner restaurant at 8th and Postoffice. They
updated the kitchen, menu, and decor, then changed the
name to Schutte's Corner after the old grocery store that
had stood there from 1885 until it became an eatery. Sue-
cess of their new enterprise soon demanded more parking,
so they bought the rest of the block. Reluctant to sacrifice
all of the 1890s cottages and realizing their potential, they
moved three to Ferry Road, where they restored them and
sold them, using the proceeds to complete the new parking
lot for Schutte’s Corner.

For 14 years, they worked “like maniacs,” quipped
David, with a twinkle in his eye, literally side by side with
their employees to ensure the success of their diners. In
1994, they sold their chain of Busy Bees but kept the Post-
office Street location. With reliable management in place
at Schutte’s Corner, the two took time off to travel.

By this time, they were living in Hitcheock in a new
Victorian home out in the eountry. Rested and ready for

another challenge, in 1998 Don and David reinvested their

profits in Galveston's Leticia Rosenberg Women's Home

Imagine
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Island-Grown Business

continued from page 48

But merely expanding the dining area
wasn't enough. In February 2008, Miller’s
Landing got a total retro makeover based on

Don's vision of old

Leticia Rosenburg Women's home at 1804 25th

on 25th Street, moving into the third floor
the following year to begin their first major
renovation.

The 1895 mansion had been uninhab-
ited for 30 years. In 1983, Hurricane Alicia
ripped off the roof and front south corner.
Between that, termites, and vagrants, very
little of the original interior remained
After reconstructing the foundation and
load-bearing walls, the partners began
restoring its 18,000 square feet

o date, they've finished the front

5,000 on two levels. Complete on

the second floor are the entry, living
room, dining room, and kitchen, as well as
a sunroom, which overlooks lush gardens

that David planted. Three bedrooms on the

third floor conclude their presently habitable

space. Their current project is the Leticia
Rosenberg Media Room, as they've dubbed
it, an entertainment center featuring an
extra-large, wall-zsized plasma TV, With its
lavishly unique decor, the mansion’s future
as a boutique hotel is evident.

To give back to their community, they
opened their home for charity on April 1,
2006, Between the well-documented history
tours of the home, a garden party, and the
silent auction, the partners raised over
$65,000 for the Jesse Tree, a faith-based
social service organization that aids the
impoverished in their various needs.

In 2002, Don
and David quietly bought Galveston's land-

But l.]]th\' weren't done yet.

mark restaurant, Miller's Landing, and im-

mediately updated the kitchen. Keeping the
cook and most of the famously friendly staff,
they combined the best of its menu with that
of Schutte’s Corner.
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Victorian Galveston
on the Seawall.
Architect Greg
Lewis relied heavily
on Don's sketches
of steeply pitched
peaks to update
the 1960s building.
Saerificing three
table tops, they
added a smoking
foyer and remodeled
the restrooms to
meet ADA require-
ments for the needs
of handicapped
patrons. However,
the vintage is truly
in its detailed decor.
Hand-stenciled
beams crown darkly stained,
salvaged bead-board, while large beveled
mirrors reflect opulent light fixtures from
the Texas capitol. To give the new Miller’s
Landing a distinct Caribbean. almost-Key-
West, beachy feel, they decided on a char-
treuse color combination for the exterior.
Texas Monthly loved the new facelift on what
[hu-_\. deseribe as a "."'-l_'u'.'.'n” :%T;l||r||1_\ ¥
Everything they un-
dertake becomes a labor
of love for Don Clark and
David LeBouef, who are
always doing some
thing. Whether at the
diner delivering meals
or learning woodwork-
ing to create something
wonderful at their Leticia
Rosenberg Home, these
complementary profes-
sional and personal part-
ners define their secret
of success as taking care
of their customers with
old-fashioned, hands-on
hard work.

Self-Made Lone Ranger
orn in New
Jersey, Thomas .J.
Schwenk is a dy-

namie, natural-born pub-

lic speaker determined to
capitalize on his skills to
maintain a lifestyle that
centers on spending time
with and providing for his domestic partner,
retired banker Jack Bell.

Tam received his degree in Business Ad-

ministration in 1978 from St. Bonaventure
near Buffalo, the only Francisean college in
the United States, and immediately set out
on a career in sales and marketing. Tom has
successfully sold everything, from space on
cargo ships to effice equipment, which led
him into New York City's famous garment
district, Here, he fashioned an interest in
architecture and interior design industries
with a business perspective.

Scoring a sales job with Schumacher,
he was transferred to Houston in 1984,
where he capitalized on his Jersey accent to
distinguish himself. Not only did he prosper,
but more importantly, Tom gained great
nationwide contacts through his work. Coin-
cidentally, he met life partner Jack within a
menth of his Houston move.

Along his career journey, he never forgot
two important principles preached at St.
Bonaventure: community involvement and
periodic self-reevaluation. Growing bored
and stagnant in the corporate world after
attaining VP status, Tom reasoned that,
with the corporate elimate at that time, the
only way to achieve his preferred lifestyle
was through independent entrepreneurship.
When those he volunteered with declared
they would pay him for his skills, he took the
plunge into self-employment.

In 1999, he formed his first company, Jor-
dan Thomas and Associates. To arrive at this
distinguished-sounding name, he combined his

Com munity service and involvement is al the foundation
of the relationship for Jack Bell and Thomas J. Schwenk.
Volunteerism led to Tom becoming the only certified
Eco Broker on the Island.

middle name with his mother’s maiden name;
Jack is his “and Associates.” As a strategic

planning consulting firm, Jordan Thomas
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helped creative people become more business
minded and profitable. Its elients knew where
they wanted to go without a clue how to get
there; Tom mapped out strategies for their
long-term success,

Two years after launching Jordan Thomas,
Tom partnered with Donna Vining, FASID,
to found Seminars By Design. Recogniz-
ing a need for new wavs to fulfill necessary
continuing education requirements among
interior designers, architects, and their sup
pliers, they filled that niche. Each year, they
research and write eight courses on health,
safety, and welfare issues, as well as effective
business practices. In addition to marketing
their presentations nationwide, which include
four workshop eruiges, the company is hired
directly by many companies, associations, and
organizations throughout the United States
and Canada.

[nherent in these ventures is a flexibility
that allows Tom and Jack the freedom to live
anywhere. In 1987, they chose Galveston
Island. They began as weekenders, restoring
a Southern townhouse on Avenue L, which
they made their vear-round home in 2001
Jack retired from 30 years in the banking in
dustry the following year. He now volunteers
at the University of Texas Medical Branch
as a standardized patient, which means that
he role-plays illness to help educate medical
students in diagnostic and communication
skills, Tom works quite comfortably from their
home's second floor. The third member of this
contented family is Gus, Jack's 14-yvear-old
West Highland Terrier.

Community service continues to be an
important part of Tom’s life, He serves on the
boards of the Downtown Rotary Club and the
AIDS coalition, but most of his time 1s spent
working with the Galveston Historical Foun-
dation (GHF). He will be sworn in as their
honorary president on July 25 at their annual
meeting at the Garten Verem.

In this capacity, Tom recently conceived a
new role for an old house. The foundation closed
the 1839 Samuel May Williams Home at 36th
and Avenue P, making its future uncertain.
He first proposed, and then facilitated, uging
the house as a Spring Designer Showhouse for
(HF. which was unveiled during their annual
Historic Homes Tour. As a serviee project for
the Texas Gulf Coast Chapter of the Ameri-
can Society of Interior Designers, 12 design
teams from the area collaborated in making
one area of the 19th-century house a livable
and sustainable residence in the 21st century.
Its “First Impresszion” a success, the Williams
Home opened on the weekends in May, as a
fundraiser to pay for the project. Afterward,

its show-house furnishings were removed,

making way for a new resident curator,

“I felt that the foundation took a tremen-
dous leap of faith in me,” said Tom. “I did my
best to bring people together and provide the
way for all invelved to succeed.”

In 2006, his volunteerism led yvet again to
a new profession. Recognizing another niche
that needed filling on Galveston Island, Tom
moved into the real estate industry as the only
certified Eco Broker on the Island. Associated
with Tramonte Realty, he refers and consults
on maximizing energy-efficient, sustainable,
and healthier design features in both new and
old houses and buildings.

Tom Schwenk believes that the secret of his
success is not to worry about what you don't

have . .. and lives to treasure what he does:

Forward to the Future
Casually dressed in T-shirts and shorts, Lee
Roane and Jim Cordell, life partners since
1991, looked more like surfers than business
men as they sat in the boardroom of their 24th
Street office. Dominating the room at the head
of the table, a computer flat screen screamed
for attention, and the two proud papas showed
off their progeny—=Galveston.com. Bringing
the World Wide Web to Galveston Island was
Lee’s brainchild, and Jim helped nurture the
fledgling, growing it into an innevative desti-
nation-marketing company within six vears.
Working at NASA afforded Lee a connec-
tion to the cutting-edge technology of eyber
gpace. In 1994, he invested in its potential
when he bought the domain name of Galves-
ton.com for $100, writing that check with
quivering hand; His growing hatred of alarm
clocks prevailed, and he literally quit his day

jab to work for himself. The two moved to the

[sland, buying an 1894 cottage on Ave K to
restore. Here, Lee started his first business
venture in a closet on a Mac laptop, learning
the technology step-hy-step.

At this time, Jim was perfectly content to
work in Heuston for a large wholesale foods
distributor as senior copywriter/video pro-
ducer. When he saw his partner's somewhat
graphically crude website, he realized that his
“boy needed some help, and fast!” In his spare
time, -Jim helped Lee give a more sophisticated
and professional look to Galveston.com

Anything or anyone who might bring visi-
tors across the Causeway and keep them here
was offered a free member page, thrusting old
Galveston into the new age of all Internet-con-
nected destination travelers. Special events
like ArtWalks, Mardi Gras, and Dickens on
The Strand were considered headline news-
worthy, with story and phote coverage follow-
ing. Online banner advertising was also made
available. However, the Internet in general
and Lee's website in particular was a hard
sell to the suspicious and somewhat provinecial
Island business community. —+
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Island-Grown Business

continued from page 52

“It's like we were Martians or something,”
Jim observes. Two vears later, Galveston.
com moved out of the eloset when members
of the hotel/motel industry, led by the bed-
and-breakfasts, bought into their online

reservation system, which met with nearly
immediate success. Restaurants and the larger
attractions like Moody Gardens soon {ollowed.
With business booming, the two became profes-
sional partners in 1998, when Lee signed on
as webmaster of Galveston.com. Their venture
came of age two years later when they formed
a private/public partnership with the Parks
Board of Trustees to become the Island’s offi-
cial tourism website

Caoincidentally, that was the same year
that cruises to the Caribbean began sailing
from the Port of Galveston, After attending
a presentation by Carnival in 1999, Lee and
Jim jumped at the opportunity and established

—
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visitor-destination websites.

Galvestoneruises.com. Totally devoted to their
firstborn, they hired Clair Johnson to manage
their second business, which has since added
a call center for other visitor services, from
airport shuttle service to reserving theater
tickets.

With every innovative component of Galves-
ton.com, Lee and his programmers developed
and built software specific to each task, insur-
ing exclusivity and control. Most importantly,
they designed it to be user-friendly so that
their sales staff could easily update informa-
tion. Their never-ending gquest to improve the
website has led to weekly pod casts, virtual

videos, popular Web eams, and interactive

blogs about various tourist topics. Their latest
business venture, DestinationNext, customizes
the software they have developed for their own
business and leases its suite of services to other
vigitor destinations.

In 2006, their company received national
attention when the American Business Awards
bestowed the coveted Stevie for Best Website
Design. Being recognized as #1 in the U.S.
business world was a huge win, considering
that Island-born Galveston.com was up against
mega-companies like Ralph Lauren. While
they scored another Stevie in one category last
year, their company was named finalist in both
the “Website: Video & Film” and “Video & Film:
Tourism & Travel” categories in 2008,

What are the secrets of their success? While
Jim credits his obsessive “work is play, play is
wark” ¢ mir.u{h Lee ponders the question more
philosophically. In a mellow, deep-throated
aceent that |1|||l:~ of his Louisiana-bayous be-
ginnings, he thoughtfully answers, “I'm proud
to have hired the right people to create a good

Lee Roane and Jim Cordell at their office located at 24th and Church streets. Their
Island-based websites are award winning and have led to even more work with

team that works, because Jim and 1 try to be
the bosses we néver had.”

In these small businesses, you won't find
arrogant supervisors “cracking the whip” over
their workers or endless, unproductive meet-
ings. Instead, what succeeds in the bhusiness
world is an atmosphere of mutual respect,
fair pay for hard work, and a focused goal
to get the job done. And isn’t this truly the
American Way?

Freelance writer Jan Johnson is a fifth-genera-
tion Galveston native. Look for her new book
this fall, Walking Historic Galveston; A Guide
to Its Neighborhoods,
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A Piece of Island Paradise

There’s no sinking feeling to Galveston’s real estate boom

by Leigh Bell

eems like Galveston is the city with

nine lives. The strip of island known

as the Jewel of Texas before being
ripped apart, first by a series of hurricanes
it the early 1900s and later by labels of high
grime and ¢rime. shines onee again. Folks,
we've found a diamond in the rough.

Real estate is hopping. Business is good,
and strips like “The Strand” and Postoffice
Street (think the travel-size version of Aus-
tin's 6th Street) have revitalized nightlife in
a city once linked to blue hairs and kitschy
cruise ships,

If a recession looms, Galveston doesn't
know it. The coastal city is peppered with
brand :HE]:I'II]i'iI’]_::i-IH".\' I'.q_-__{h-,r'],ug- condos,
brownstones, and other developments

Take the new Emerald by the Sea, a
15-story oceanfront complex with an infinity-
pool deck, a movie theater, and an in-house
concierge. Ninety percent of the 121 units
are already sold, says Theresa Hill, broker
with Personette and Associates, a company
that handles sales and marketing for
the condos.

Former beach bums are already mov-
ing into the glass-covered twin towers of
Palisades Palms. And the recently built
brownstones downtown took advantage of
a building ruined by fire in Hurricane Rita,
says V.J. Tramonte of Joe Tramonte Realty,

which represents the townhomes,

If you're the HGTV type. Galveston has
a surprising amount of historical homes,
including many larger ones built back in the
day for ship captains.

“Galveston 1s kind of getting to be known
as a hot spot mainly for the cost, as com-
pared to buying on the east or west coast,”
Hill says. “We are still very reasonably
priced . . . you just can't have a national

weather report and yvou just can't have a

national real-estate report. It's educating the

people that we're still OK."
The entertainment biz is steady, which
means people are still spending cash on

creature comforts like nice meals, martinis,
and beachfront hotel rooms. All this while
most of America pinches pennies on the
sidelines of soaring gas prices and threats of
a national economic implosion

“It's still a buyers’ market in Galveston,”
Tramonte says. “We are just trying to get
people to come down here and not listen to
the doom and gloom that you hear every day
in the news.”

And maybe that’s just the reason
Galveston’s economy went from trot to gal-
lop in the last vear. The 50-mile trip from
Houston requires far less gas than, say, a
jaunt to Austin, Corpus Christi, and Padre
[sland, plus real estate remains relatively
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Film Serfes will be 13 weeks
check for dales of up-coming
events & advance lickels at

BE8-strana-5 » g 763-45871
Istand Film Cormmiftee

Tony Dabney (409) 457-4974

2317 Mechanic

affordable after available property increased
following recovery from Hurricane Rita.

“Buyers can still go there [to Galveston|
and have plenty to choose from,” says Karen
Derr of Karen Derr Realty, which has affices
both in Houston and Galveston. “It's not like
a Florida or bubble-and-boom market. We've
all decided that's not healthy. A steady mar-
ket is probably the best.”

Derr says the majority of purchases in

Galveston are second homes for Houstoniana,

Owners represent a little of every demo-
graphic, from empty-nesters who want to get
away to young professionals looking for an
investment. Only about 30 percent of Galves-
ton is primary residences,

In fact, $232 million of the eity's tax
income—a big chunk—eomes from accommoda-
tion, food service, arts, and entertainment,
according the Chamber of Commerce.

“Fach weekend we have an extra 60,000

people |in the city],” says Ronny Palmer,
manager of Yaga's Tropical Café and Club lo-
cated on The Strand. “And we haven't seen a
drop [in clientele]. We haven't felt the pinch
that everyone is talking about,”

The city has a surprising amount of cul-
tural arts, and a cluster of young, beautiful
people are drawn there by the University of
Texas Medical Branch and Texas A&M at
Galveston. You might find them on Postoffice
Street, sipping mixed drinks at 21, and then
saddling up to fresh shrimp at the Saltwater
Grll. Or shoe shopping on the Strand.

(ralveston just obeys a different clock
than Houstonians, a clock that doesn't move
as quickly. Even if you're just 50 miles away
from the cement jungle, Galveston still feels
like a mini-vacation.,

“Houston, San Antonio, and Dallas—we
all love it,” says Derr, who has a second

home in Galveston, built in 18786, that

doubles as her office. “The dining has just
gotten better and better. The galleries. It's
not just a beach town.”

Population shrinks.

Popularity grows.
Oddly enough, the population of Galveston
has steadily decreased. The city's popula-
tion, which is roughly 57,000 according to
the latest count by the U.5. Census Bureau,
is down four percent from about 10 years
ago, while the state's population increased
by almost 23 percent in the same time
frame.

Galveston's lifeblood is tourism and
second-home owners. Galveston County
has grown by 13 percent in the last several
years, which indicates Galveston, the city, is
experiencing the same exodus to the sub-
urbs—driven by “more home for less mon
ey"—that many U.S. cities are.

A
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The San Luis Resort has recently opened its new
H20 pool bar. Visitors can walk up from the sea-
wall and guests can swim up and order a beverage.
Food, massages, and spa services are also available
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DINNER? PARTY!

One short trip e L
asy summer recipes from
dCross the Causeway g top Galveston kitchens

Kota kapama

Braised chicken in tomato
and cinnamon sauce

One giant step
for your sanity.

INGREDIENTS
2-3 |bs of chicken cut into serving pieces
Salt and black pepper to taste
4 ths olive oil
1 medium yellow onion chopped
1 clove of fresh garlic chopped
6 whole clove spice (remove after cooking)
1 3-to-4-inch whale cinnamon stick
Ya cup fruity Greek white wine
112 cups peeled can tomatoes, drained and chopped
2 tbs tomato paste diluted in a little (3-4 oz) water
2 cups water

——— ———— :
e —— S e s e e e s

DIRECTIONS:
Sprinkle chicken pieces with salt and black pepper. In a
large sauce pan, heat the olive oil and sauté the chicken
pieces until all sides are browned. Add onions and
garlic and sauté until onions are transparent. Add cloves
and cinnamon stick, then stir. Add wine, tomatoes, and
diluted tomata paste. Mix well with chicken pieces. Add
2 cups of water, bring to a boil, reduce heat to a sim-
mer and cover. Cook the chicken for 30-45 minutes, or
until tender. Stir occasionally during cooking. Taste for
seasoning . . . you may want a little more salt or pepper.
This serves 4-6 and goes well with pasta or rice,

sandnsea.com * 800.880.2554 EA

Galveston Island Real Estate Sales |
and Rental Experis Since 1974 |ProPErTIES

EATcetera owner Andrea Hunting is on site daily, Tues-
day through Saturday, for her guests at this stylish new
restaurant. And, they are also open for Sunday Brunch.

[T'S NOT JUST

EATcetera’s Chilled Cucumber Soup Michael Kriticos will welcome you to his family's Greek restaurant This recipe was provided by Olympia Grill, 4908 Sea-
for healthy eating in a great family atmosphere at the Olympia Grill. wall Blvd, Galveston. 409,766.1222
AN OT H E R There will soon be a second Olympia Grill opening at Pier 21 (21st and
INGREDIENTS Harborside).

3 cucumbers, peeled

/2 tbs butter

Y2 ths extra virgin olive oil
14 cup chopped red onion
1 tbs unbleached flour

2 cups vegetable stock

g ow e il Galyestonstlistoricall | Necapelfromiklouston: CHEF/OWNERS
Vacation: R ..enjoyiGalveston NEEDED!

GALVESTONe=
FISH TALE.

OutSmart has been one of the best investments
for me in the sale of Galveston real estate.

—Vincent J. Tramonte,

Joe Tramonte Realty OwnerBroker

Vs cup half-and-half

DIRECTIONS N e e T T T
OutSmart is one of the few venues in which we advertise Heat butter and olive oil in a heavy saucepan. Add two of the e S Rt e — I Fine dining restaurant for sale
every month, and it has undoubtedly paid off peeled, sliced cucumbers and chopped onions and cook until et T e in Asheville, North Carolina.
in our real estate business. tender. Stir in the flour and continue to cook far ane minute, . ke o e R e
—Claire Reiswerg, stirring constantly. Add the vegetable broth and simmer gently Stepl: pick a cottage : ji'Lj'J'-'_ 3'—}' I"- grill seats "[.:'r-' with excellent
Sand 'N Sea Properties, Inc. for 20 minutes. Puree the remaining cucumber in a food Step?2: wiggle toes in the sand : r't;’;;ﬁ"? 3 2

processor. Add fresh dill (reserve a few sprigs far garnish).

OutSmart advertising has proven to be a great value. , Step3: relax 8 mas!
—John Nagy, Transfer to large non-reactive bowl. Puree the cooked cucumber ;
Sand Dollar Autoplex mixture to the same texture and combine. Add half-and-half and > A variety of other restaurants are available
milk, chill completely. Serve in cold bowls with sprigs of dill. GalvestonSeashellGetaw in the "L““"‘a"‘s;T AS"'-;"::& NC
7 o f , Peca. - and surrounding areas.
()UTSMARF ADVERTISING WORKS 4 servings 409.939:1251
ad =y Cantact: Jeff Eatherly
For advertising information call 713-520-7237. E 2 828-225-4801
Email: marketing@0utSmartMagazine.com This recipe was provided by EATcetera Restaurant, 408 25th Street, jeffnrashellsouth.net

Galveston, 409.762.0803

www. restaurantstorae.com
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(comedian, The Adam Carolla Show)

(ancing with the Stars, 5/20/08, NBC)
Re: season finale of Dancing with the Stars
This is why the terrorists hate us: We've got black and white,
Hispanic and Asian, gay, straight, and Guttenberg, all working
together for one commaon goeal.

ou Arg Engulfed

afk Pretty One Day)

(Entertainment Weekly Summer TV Preview, Steve Daly)
li'_\'-lli ask Sedaris, the [James] Fi eV backlash, culminating in a
public shaming by Oprah Winfrey, was overblown. “His punish
ment outweighed his erime,” says Sedaris, “I don't reeall Oprah
Winfrey calling George Bush a liar when he was on her show

And those lies cost thousands of people their lives

e 10-yvear-old Jak n City Slickers as
retol’s son

s always performing. He would sing from South Pacific

we'd all B0, e's gay. he's going to be gay

rtainment Weekly, 6M13/08, Diablo Cody)
Re: a Beverly Hills, 90210 & The CW in September
['here’s even rumored to be an openly g haracter on the new
series, which is arguably more progressive than that ene time

Kelly [Jennie Garth] was a lesbhian for five minutes

( Vanity Fair, 1/08, James Wolcott

“| President Bush illl-|~,~_;|'l-.|l in rI|I|Il.:1_'\. uniform. He loc |-“-,__!'l-\|l_
in that cowboy costume he wears when he goes West,” Chris
Matthews [host of MSNBC's Hardball] proclaimed on May 1,
2003, intoxicated by the deus ex machina cool of the First Dude
A week later, the afterglow of Bush’s phote op [in his “Mission
Accomplished” getup] still steaming the goggles, Matthews
hosted one of the most breathless testosterone effusions ever
heard on cable news, with guest ogler and convicted Watergate
felon G, Gordon Laddy kvelling over how the president’s para-
chute harness had boldly outlined the picnic basket of his “manly
characteristie,” letting us in on a big little seeret: “You know, all
those women who say size doesn’t count—they're all lars. Check
that out.” As Eric Alterman wrote in “The Many Man-Crushes
of Chris Matthews” (The Nation, March 22, 2007), “Matthews's
man-crush on Bush continued longer than that of most of the
mainstream media, leading him, for instance, to assert that

‘evervbody sort of likes the President, except for the real whack-

jobs,” at the moment when the percentage of Americans telling

New York Times/CBS pollsters that they liked’' Bush had fallen
to 37 percent. But nobody, save Fred Barnes [executive editor
of The Weekly Standard], thinks Bush is ¢ool anymore, and so

Matthews has had to go cruising for a new erush.”

( The Daily Show, 6/17/08)

Jon Stewart: At 5:01 p.m. Pacific time, the first gay
marriage in California took place, thanks to a recent
ruling from the state supreme court. And yet, the
state of California continues to exist. . . .

E

By the way, gay people get married in California,
so why is God taking it out on the Midwest? . ..

The first wedding was actually between Del
Martin and Phyllis Lyons, a couple in their 80s who
have been together since 1953. They're actually part
of a whole wave of women that were turned gay by
Eisenhower. . . .

Among the other couples were these two women
[Robin Tyler and Diane Olsan] married by their rabbi.
... | don't have a problem with them having children
because they're gay, but | am concerned for the wel-
fare of any child with two Jewish mothers. . ..

Hopefully, this important decision and these
marriages are one more step toward recognizing the
common humanity of all thosea in the gay community
and the equality that they deserve. . ..

|
-

-
| |
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Compiled by Blase DiStefano
p ¥y

Mary-Louise Parker
& Elizabeth Perkins

Weeds costars Mary-Louise Parker () and Elizabeth
Perkins as Edina and Patsy?! Would it be fabulous?

{ TV Guide, 6/16/08, Brantley Bardin)
Brantiey Baroin: Exactly why is bad behavior so fun to watch?
MaRy-Louise PARkeR: ‘Cause people are so repressed. And, also,
there's just something delicious about watching people misbehave
without any sense of conscience. I loved Absolutely Fabulous because
of that. [Speaking to Elizabeth Perkins, her Weeds costar:] Hey,
Elizabeth, I'd like to remake that with vou!
Evizaseri PErkins: I watch it every time they rerun it.
Parkir: OK, that’s what we'll do after Weeds. |Laughs] God, we'd

be fabulous!

Mary McCor

2ss, [n Plain Sighty

{In Plain Sight, 6/08, LISA Netwark)
MeCormack's character,

Mary Shannon, to a woman
L'.'."i:’n_'.'-’ to .w'.'ri'war.-' .'!i-'i" -'In'é-'.'n‘l-"'u'h'lfl'
“Men lie. They cheat.

They start wars. They're slobs,
unless they're gay, and there's
precious few of them walking
the planet worth putting on
lipstick for, let alone throwing
your life away, which is what
you'll be doing if you shoot
your festering crap bag

of a husband.”




DVD/VHS

by Nancy Ford

SIX DEGREES OF DYLAN

'I'm Not There' satisfies in a cinematically schizophrenic sort of way

he DV D cover wrap of I'm Not There,
Todd Haynes' dynamic paean to
musical iconoclast Bob Dylan, is

deceptive when
it states that six

ACADEMY AWARD wOMINEE

T St e v

FPMINOT THERE

actors “are all
Bob Dylan.” The
six actors are not
meant to por-
tray Dylan, per
se, but, rather,
seven periods of

his life. For ex
ample, Marcus
Carl Franklin's Dylan is an eleven-year-
old, boxcar-riding itinerant musician—a
young black boy ealling himself Woody
Guthrie, no less—who specializes in early
folk songs, like the real Dylan professed
having done in his early youth.

Dizzy already? Keep going

The chameleon-like Cate Blanchette's
“Jude,” a character that reflects the Dylan
who toured in the mid-'60s with The
Beatles, delivers the most astonishing
among these seven distinctively different
entities, The gender non-specific Blanch
ette's scrawny, st rung-out reluctant poet
laureate is emblematic of the time of
Vietnam and race riots when America
looked to music for answers as much as
for entertainment

Haynes defily lifts some of the film's
dialogue directly from Dylan’s original in-
terviews and archival press footage, lend-

I'm Not There's P
exquisite imagery
of recognizable LP
covers and hat-tips
to the '60s folk/
protest era accent
all its actors’ bril-
liant performances,
and not just Cate
Blachette's (r,

top). Comedian
David Cross as the
unapologetically
gay author, Allen
Ginsberg, is sur-
prisingly on mark,
lecherously pursu-
ing one of Dylan's
“personalities” The
remarkable Juli-
anne Moore repre-
sents an amalgam
of the Rambling
Boy's female con-
temporaries Judy
Collins and Joan
Baez, sounding
almost too much
like Baez when she
speaks, But it's

an excruciatingly
introspective Heath
Ledger (r) in one of
his final roles that
reminds us “behind
every beautiful
thing, there's been
some kind of pain

DVD/VHS Shorts

A love to Keep
S Some things never change. Set during

leshian teachers in Iuve illustrates the
§ horrific and, sadly, still-contemporary

———

can explain one's attraction to the
other till it is revealed that Gil's mortal
coil also embodies the soul of Logan’s
departed wife. (One night, Logan stag-
gers toward Gil and makes out with
him; is he sleepwalking? In a trance?
= Either way, it's steamy.) = 2007. Written
and directed by Rob Williams. = TLA Releasing (www.
tlareleasing.com). —Review: Eric A.T. Dieckman

3 TAl

ing Home Entertainment (www.strandreleasing.com).

ing a solid doc-feel to his screenplay.
Listen for gems like “You never
know how the past will turn out.”
and Dylan’s forward-thinking, pro-
gay sentiment, "It’s not what goes
into a man’s mouth that defiles him,
it's what comes out of it.”

But from the surreal, homoerot-
ic tanes of “Mr. Jones” to the seldom-
heard “One More Cup of Coffee,” I'm
Not There’s soundtrack proves that
the whining troubadour’s true mes-
sape is still found in his musie

Reading the DVD's special fea-
tures commentary helps prepare
the Dylantente's palette before
viewing this movie. But for the
Dylanphiles among us, I'm Not

its multi-actored, back-and-forth-
in-time editing is dizzying, it’s
dizzying in a good way. Like a
tilt-a-whirl in a sideshow carnival,
Haynes jerks us one way with
Dyvlan’s magical mystery profane
poet period, to his heretical electric
era, to the born-again evangelical
man of God, and back again. It is
to Dylan what Across the Universe
is to The Beatles.

[f we're left feeling dizzy, imag-
ine how Bob feels every single day.

GGenius Produets (www.genius
products.com). Details: www.im
notthere-movie.com.

—_———— e ——

The Wayward Cloud

Director Tsai Ming-liang's kinky,
voyeuristic musical fantasy won the
Berlin International Film Festival's

that open “new perspectives in the
arl of filmmaking.” = 2005. Mandarin
with English subtitles. = Strand Releas-

There iz an orgasmic banquet, If

Houston's Best

Hurricane Party

Every Thursday \leh{

June through [\m:mhu‘

'!2.0- Durham:Dr-
Houston TX 77007
(713)864-5600

Mardigrasgrill.net

SCHOOL OF MASSAGE

Enrolling now for Day and Night Classes

— Slarting Augus! I8

Clases en Espanol

ASI( EAHMEH FRIDAY & SATURDAY
NIGHTS ON CHANNEL 34, 47 & 61

“RAINBOW ROOM”
NOW OPEN

Largest Selection
of GLBT Producis
in the Area!

NEW LOCATION
9924 N. Freeway (I-45)

281.598.4980

* Latex ¥ Swimwear *Video/DVD

tragedy of “conversion therapy.” Pain —Preview; N.F.

_ Intern Massage 1hr/$35, 1.5hrs/$50
ful, yet triumphant, « 2006. Originally aired as Electro-  Love My Life

* Leather * Dancewear * 24hr. Preview/Rental

shock on TV in Spain. Spanish with English subtitles. « [y MY I3 The post-anime manga craze perme-  The Witnesses Affordable ratesIFinancing Available * Lingerie * Plus Sizes GLBT
Picture This!.Hnme Video (www.picturethishomeviden. ates this feel-good coming-of-leshian- Paris, 1984. For the GLBT community ] * Adult Novelties  Videos & Products
com). —Preview: N.F. s age tale of a university student, her j worldwide, the AIDS erisis has just

first girlfriend, and the family secrets Bl begun to jab its frightening dagger IEEEJ?_MEJ'IIH !IEH§ Sl!ll Freeway 1367 8. Loop Wast . 9015 Winklar
Back Soan their romance uncovers. = 2006. Di- into the hearts of the unsuspecting. & Hairy Ashiord bt Bissonnat Exit et bt Moaroa/ 5. Houston

281.5979385 T13776.2830 713.798.1300 T13.341.5024

Enter the free-spirited Manu, who has
www. CarmensBoutique.com

recently been diagnosed with the killer.
Concentric circles of these involved —

Like a gay version of the Nicole Kidman vehicle Birth, the rected by Kaji Kawano. Japanese with
straight Gil Ramirez comes to the home of widower Logan English subtitles, = Wolfe Video (www.
Faster (also straight), looking to buy his house. Neither  wolfevideo.com). —Preview; N.F,

Zh3=333-5250
WWW.AVALONMASSAGESCHOOL.COM
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D"DI V‘“S Sl'lm‘ts continued from page 62

with him must deal with the news, each in their own
way. This film is full of beautiful cinematography, and
some fun tunes in its '80s soundtrack. = 2007, Co-writ-
ten and directed by André Téching, French with Enalish
subtitles. = Strand Releasing (www.strandreleasing.
com). —Review: E.D,

2 Minutes Later

. Abigail (Jessica Graham) and Michael
. (Michael Malina), a gay and a leshian
pLo T [rivate detective, go undercover in this
thriller with a comic edge. But how do
they find the killer of Michael's photog-
rapher twin brother when they're both
¥ : s0 gorgeous and everyone wants to gel
thEI! slﬂmh on with Abi and Mike? Molina doubles up the
drama as both hero (the PI) and cad (the photag), in
one scene he's genuinely cruel when he forces a model
to tinkle his trousers during a shoot (although in a sick
way, it's a little funny). = 2007, Written and directed
by Robert Gaston. = TLA Releasing (www.tlareleasing.

com). —Review: E.D.

Icans of Adventure

¢ lcons of Adventure resurrects four
! Hammer classics that somehow got
 ignored by the World Film Registry
d of Essential Ginematic Masterpieces.
{ 1f you have a taste for pirate movies
| (with killer piranha fish), you might
# want to begin with Pirates of Blood

Don Puryear, Realtor

REAMBX
Metro
Representing buyers & sellers
Licensed Atio ey
Owner - Happy T;l_'l_IS' Dog Spa

713.302.6543

Donation to Animal Shelter or Rescue

of your choice with a purchase or sale.

donpuryear@remax.net
www.innerloophomesales.com
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“Otis”
Scouts Honor Rescue

River (1962), starring swashbuckler Kerwin Mathews
and horror icon Christopher Lee. Lee also appears
in 1961's Terror of the Tongs and 1964's Devil-Ship
Pirates. You also get 1960°s The Stranglers of
Bombay. Proceed at your own risk. = Sony Pictures
Home Entertainment (www.sonypictures.com/home
video), —Review. Jack Varsi

TV on DVD
Absolutely Fabulous: Absolutely Everything

Edina (Jennifer Saunders) and Patsy (Jeanna Lumley)
have never been so fabulously available. Yes, darling, the
entire award-winning series can be found in this box
sel, along with outtakes, commentary, and French &
Saunders sketches. All you need is a few bottles of Stoli
and Baoli, and your weekend of colossally campy view-
ing is complete. = BBC Video (www.bbcamericashop.
com). —Review: ED.

Dante's Cove, The Complete Third Season

If you like beefy men's buns, here’s some eye candy.
Season 3 of this Queer as Folk meets Dark Shadows
supernatural soap opera gets much sexier with a fof more
nude hot tub and locker room scenes and, this time, a

Finding a Home for
Him.
Finding a Home for

Parties and Mixers!
Gourmet Dining!
Exatic Ports of Call!

(fiery-hot) lesbian love triangle. Set six
months later than season 2, a tsunami
has destroyed Hotel Dante, Grace has
returned (vengefully) from exile, and
h the bisexual Griffen is scheming for

& 2 takeover. (There's the beginning
'.ﬂr m‘ a scintillating bhi-ménage moment
with Griffen in the deleted scenes extras, three sexy
people, not one body hair among them.) = Liberation
Entertainment (www.libent.com). More: www.herety,
com. —Review: E.D.

Soap: The Complete Series

All 0 episodes of the groundbreaking,
controversial soap opera spoof exhibit
the wit, hilarity, and sensitivity of the
series. Billy Crystal plays Jodie, one
of the first homosexual characters
on TV to be played with equal paris
comedy and pathos. = Sony Pictures
Home Entertainment (www.sonypictures.com/home
video). —Review: E.D,

The House of Venus Show: The Complete Second Season
Canada's clever, yet makeshift GLBT
sketch comedy series inches along
through its second season, with a
strong focus on drag queens. Some
sketches, like “the heterosexual
agenda,” are entertaining, but oth-
ers are just too bizarre to handle.
= 2008. Alluvial Filmworks (www.villagelighthouse.
com). —Review: David Goldberg B

February 22 M’arch 01, 2009

Breakout of the winter blues and join GayribbeanCruises
aboard the magnificent VOYAGER OF THE SEAS® sailing
from Galveston to the beautiful ports of Cozumel, Roatan
Honduras, Costa Maya and Progrese. This 7-night cruise is
full of fun and excitement and includes a host of activities:

Fabulous Enfertainment!
Duty-Free Shepping!
Gay & Lesbians from all over!

Also ask about our fantastic 14 & 15 night
Transatlantic cruises sailing to and from Galveston
aboard the Voyager of the Seas.”

For Ratfes, Reservations & Information
Call 877-560-8318 or go on-line at

www.GayribbeanCruises.com

Coming to Creative Life

Sunday celebrations with
Rev. Dr. Jesse Jennings, weekly at
9:30 and 11am. Casual, fun, real.
July’'s series: "Getting and
Staying Well: Perfectly Natural,
Happening Now"

Midweek celebration of life,
with inspiring ideas for effective,
passionate and creative living, plus
live music. Wednesdays, 7pm

A Course in Miracles discussions
every Thursday at 7pm

Musical guest Jack Fowler
perfarms Sunday, July 20, 9:30
and 1lam

Quantum Physics basic class
with Denese Schmelzkopf,
starting saon!

5326 Spnng-Stuebner Road,

2 blocks east of Gosling between
|45 (exit 704) and Kuykendahl
Sunday celebrations - 9& 11am

WYe do it all!

TX TRCC #33329 / MPL #6724

Take control of your comfort
with an Aprilaire whole-house
dehumidifier!

N\ AJ. WARREN
bl SERVICE COMPANY

Total indoor comfort and air
quality solution for over 35 years

713-466-6135

www.ajwarrenservice.com
Hutlenil Wi .)’Elh'!_}!}l]l "
pols T
= ilaire BEB
ACCA ‘o
[ e — Fresh ldeas for Indoar Alr !
[Sr— THELA 42050 e

rq outdated,

Replace your old,

flat doors

TAX PREPARATION
& PLANNING

“ with new designer,
|
Ll raised panel

interior doors 10% discount for OutSmart Readers
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by Tim Brookover

DAYS OF OUR ‘SORDID LIVES’

Texas boy Del Shores brings his popular story and characters to television

hen you curl up in front of the telly

to watch the debut of Sordid Lives:

The Series, vou can take pride in
knowing that Houston represents in the latest
version of Del Shores’ take on the wacky side
of small-town Texas. Five of the actors on the
new Logo show have Bayou City ties. Newell
Alexander and Ann Walker portray two of the
main characters—Wardell Owens, the owner
of Bubba's bar, and saucy LaVonda Dupree,
respectively. Emerson Collins, Bob Downs, and
Allison Tolman also have featured roles over
the 12 half-hour episodes.

Shares, who hails from the West Texas town
of Winters (also the name of the town in Sordid
Lives), first introduced the wildly dysfunctional
Ingram clan and their neighbors on stage in

1996, then in a campy 2000 film. He is one of

the producers of the Logo series, which stars
Rue McClanahan, Leslie Jordan (returning
as Brother Boy, Tammy Wynette-loving drag
queen), Olivia Newton-John, Bonnie Bedelia,
and Caroline Rhea. The crisscrossing storylines
include one that follows Ty (portrayed by Jasen

Dottley, who is also Shores’ husband), the son of

one of the kooky sisters (a dead-on big-haired
turn by Bedelia), and his struggles with com-
ing out to his Baptist family while pursuing a
show-biz career in Los Angeles. Turning the
queer dial even higher: Newton-John, who
plays hisexual ex-con Bitsy Mae Harding, per-
forms five original songs written for the series.
Also watch for guest-star bits by Candis Cayne,
Margaret Cho, and Carson Kressley.

Before the launch of the latest Sordid

Del Shores

chapter of his career, Shores answered a few

questions via e-mail:

Tim Brookover: For Sordid Lives fans, what
might be the most noticeable change in the tran-
sition from stage to big screen to television?
Del Shaores: Well, first of all, the production val-
ue of the show is much better than the film. We
had more budget and great producers (Emmy
winners Stanley M. Brooks and Damian Gane-
zewski of Once Upon A Time Films) who sur-
rounded me with the best crew, great lighting
.and an amazing director of photography (David
Sanderson). So, we're prettier this time. As far
as content and characters, Beau Bridges and
Delta Burke weren't available, so David Steen
and Caroline Rhea embodied G.W. and Noleta
to sheer perfection. And Kirk Geiger had aged
out of the role of Ty, so Jason Dottley replaced
him and is so valnerable, beautiful, f--ked up,
yet is a strong leading gay man. We get to see
a lot more of T¥'s journey in the series, as we
do all the characters. More dimensions, more
of their twisted stories. Oh, and there is a new
Odell, David Cowgill, who is really fantastic.
The tone and humaor of the series really honors
the play and the movie, so I think our fans are
going to be very happy. I feel it'll be like visiting
friends you haven't seen in a while.

Can you give us an update on the movie version
of your play Southern Baptist Sissies? The
production seems to have been delayed.

Yes, unfortunately we were in production with
Funny Boy Films (Latter Days, Adam & Steve) —+

e ——————————————

WHAT A DRAG!

here is still time to vote

online for your favorite
contestant in what is sure to be
America's most fabulous reality
show, RuPaul’s Drag Race. The
Supermodel of the World serves
as host, mentor, and judge for
the series, set to debut in early

WHAT A MYSTERY!

had Allen returns on July 25 as gay detec-

tive Donald Strachey in the third installment
af his mystery series, On the Other Hand, Death,
on here! TV, In the latest episode, Strachey is
investigating local hate crimes. Besides openly
gay star Allen, the highlight is the performance
by the always-welcome Margot Kidder, portray-
ing half of a threatened leshian couple. Allen can

OIL & FILTER

" An Unbelievable Offer 340
From the Guys that Set the Standard. FOR

Just purchase a Planet Ford 4 for $40
WITH PURCHASE OF CARD.

card and get your oil and filter changed
at any Planet Ford location on ANY Ford,
Lincoln or Mercury Gas Powered Vehicle

FOUR TIMES!
GALL NOW! 281-713-3816

20403 I-45 North in Spring, TX 77388

Only avallable on Ford, Lincoln & Merciry vehicles.
Available only at Planet Ford locations. Call for details.

The Bering Support Network provides a safe
and nurturing place where persons who are
GLBT and/or affected by HIV/AIDS can find
support.

* Individual, Couple and
Family Counseling

7CH AUTS

MAINTENANCE

anu@ uﬁr\?l’ﬁ-
pAiE EgBieyg

Community Support Groups
GLBT-Friendly Counselors

Mamaorial Drive

Allen Parkway

$25 Counseling Services

v

o

P

» State-of-the-Art Automotive
Repair Facility

* Mechanics Specialize in Both
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2009 on Logo. At press time, also be seen later this year in Save Mg, a drama | * Quality, Reliable and Professional
there were 50 competitors in which he stars as young gay man committed Service at Competitive Rates
from Texas. The seven from the ta an ex-gay compound. The 2007 Sundance and = Centrally Located with Immediate
| Houston/Galveston area include Outfest hit is scheduled for a September theatri- Access to I-10 and Memorial
, the local diva Isis Champagne cal release. Details: www.heretv.cam. = On stage, mha e ket Dr/Rllen Parkway 4 .
i (her tag line: “If it doesn't - L=r: RuPaul, Allen performs with Valerie Harper in the world | E{sEHV,EE « Buaranteed Parts & Services WWW.l)eringsupjjﬁth et
- sparkle it isn’t Champagne™). b s Chad Allen, premiere production of Looped, a play about Tal- | EXCELLENCE , - ,
' Details: www.logoonline.com, Margot Kidder. lulah Bankhead, at the Pasadena Playhouse thraugh ] ; A ministry of Bering Memorial |
www.rupaulsdragrace.com. August 3. Details: www.pasadenaplayhouse.org. B Monday = Fmday 7am - Epm = s
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i m continued fram page 66

and they lost a big piece of financing. Hope-
fully, with Bush out of office and the economy
petting better (I'm an optimist), along with

Volvao =

PHILLIP N. SLAUGHTER

Attorney at Law

L learL ake

the success of the series, we'll be able to put

it back together. It's such an important piece
for me. I have literally hundreds of letters

rom gay men and women—and their fami-

; 2 ies—who have had a healing experience
\K ILLS & PRUB:\TE because of that play. I even had one young
man tell me he didn’t commit suicide beeause

he saw Southern Baptist Sissies. I'm hoping

'a-wa /OLVOC70

) ) LEASE PER MONTH
1R 3 MONTHS

(CONSUMER LITIGATION

that an angel with a bunch of money and
passion for this project wants to be in the

(JUARDIANSHIPS

DWI

novie business and will join us in sharing
Sigsies. It's not often you get to be involved

in a project that changes lives.

What is the next project are you working on?
Well, the second season of Sordid Lives: The

Series, of course, so LOGO, order up! I hope
to direct Sisstes soon. I have a new play in the

RVAND), assoc’ .
FRAEQUAT LA

SEATS FOUR A ABUI,TS COMFORTABLY
| "C70 stock acrtiber X531 30, 33 montly ease, S0 duie at sgning, securty deposit warved, $399/mandh,

1-300-NEW-VOLVO

volvoofclearlake.com  Gulf FREEWAY & NASA

works and a couple of new TV shows in devel-

opment, as well as two other feature projects.
Ik~ ~000 stay busy, but this series has consumed my
7 3 533 9 life for the last couple of years.
Yourecentlyvisited Dallas forabenefitforthe
Uptown Players theater company. Will your
fansin Houston see you here anytime soon?

820 Richmond Ave. Houston, Texas 77006

Mot Board Certified by the Texas Board of

Legal Speciatiation don’t have any plans to come, but if some-

['ll gladly come to

me will bring me in,
Houston, Truthfully, various Dallas organi-
rations, film festivals, theaters, even barsin

)allag have 1::'1r|1]_{'|1[ me and Jason E-:'ntllu}'

my husband, who plays Ty in the series)

or various events. So, Houston, bring it on!

We're ready. You can't let Dallas trump you

now, can you?

Sordid Lives: The Series debuts July 23 on Logo.
Details: wwuw.logoonline.com, www.delshores.net

LIBERTY CAB

HOUSTON OWNED & OPERATED
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°605-6700

Excellent 24 Hour Service Since 1981
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Simoneaux |
and

Frye, PLLC
Law Firm

2990 Richmond Avenue, Suile 400 Houston, Texas 77098
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by David Goldberg

HERE WE GO AGAIN

ABBA’s ‘Mamma Mia!’ resurrects a simpler, gayer time

Super troupers: Meryl Streep (left, center),

g flanked by Christine Baranski and Julie Walters,
performs as Donna and the Dynamos in the
movie version of Mamma Mia! Stellan Skars-
gard (below, I-r), Pierce Brosnan, and Caolin
Firth also star in the ABBA musical as the three
passible fathers of Donna's daughter Sophie,
who has invited ail three to her wedding.

(I8

t was the 'T0s. and ABBA, the chart- ABBA? When we are not stealing our
Il.upp:llj_-,' disco foursome, was perform- mothers’ copy of ABBA Gold, we have

ing sold-out concerts throughout the Mamma Mia!, the npcoming movie based
world. Each show promised big hair, tight on the stage musical of the same name.
Lycra jumpsuits, and songs you would The stage show, which opened in London
in 1999 featuring more than 20 ABBA

songs, has moved on to play in 170 cities

never forget. The cheesy flamboyvance of
it all was just too fabulous to resist. If

you ever attended an ABBA concert, it worldwide and earn more than two billion
wag probably when you first realized you dollars. That’s a lot of vegemite
were gay. The story takes place on a perfect
And how does today's youth connect Greek Island, where Scophie (played by

with their inner sequined selves through Mean Girls' adorable Amanda Seyfried)

‘REGRET’ NOTHING

Korean film focuses on troubled gay pair

hen released in 2006, No Regret was one of the first

gay-themed movies made in Korea. The feature debut for
director Leesong Hee-il, the drama focuses on a relationship
between two young men, one the child of a wealthy, conserva-
tive family, the other a factory worker who tums to sex work
after losing his job. Mo Regret is now receiving a limited theat-
rical release in the United States, opening first in Los Angeles
and New York this month. = From Regent Releasing (www.
regentreleasing.com). —Preview: Tim Brookover

Korean romance: Lee Young-Hoon (1) and Lee
Han star in No Regret, now in the U.S.

70 JULY 2008 OutSmar

is about to tie the knot with her fiancé
(the yummy Dominic Cooper). Before she
can go through with the ceremony, she
must find out which of three men (Pierce
Brosnan, Stellan Skarsgiird, Colin Firth)
that her mother (Meryl Streep—huzzah!)
was involved with is her father. With a lot
of glitter and spontaneous dancing, she
may get her wish.

The past few years have seen mu-
sicals like Hairspray, Dreamgiris, and
Chicago transform from Broadway hits
to big-sereen blockbusters. Mamma Mia!
(opens July 18) looks to be .'i*}',:]'t'[.'l.'ﬂt'l!
by millions of new fans worldwide, and
has what it takes to be the gayest movie
of the vear. The divine Sex and the City
movie may have to let go of that erown.,

With such a healthy cast and a
soundtrack that is produced by ABBA's
two founding men, Mamma Mia! is a se-
quin sensation that should not be missed.
Plus, if you close your eyes when you
hear Meryl Streep’s deep voice, you can
pretend she's Cher. What could be better?
Or gayer? B

- Monday
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"Keep'n it clean
all summer long"
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713.522.7014
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Anal-Rectal-Colon Cancer Screening
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FredWorthMD.com
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GrooveQut
by Gregg Shapiro

ALL SHOW

The new crop of musical releases is (surprise!) rife with gay talent

’j[‘he gays do love their musicals. Wheth-
er you are talking about the current
crop of Tony Award-neminated shows
including Xanadu, Cry-Bahby, and the Gypsy
revival starring Patti LuPone or top-notch
touring companies of The Drowsy Chaperone
(in Houston last month) and Avenue @, you
are sure to find a sizable representation of
the GLBT community in the audience—naot
to mention behind the footlights.

The musical A Catered Affair (P8 Clas-
sics), based on the 1956 Bette Davis-Ernest
Borgnine-Debbie Revnolds movie, certainly
has a gay pedigree. Two out gay men, book
author Harvey Fierstein and composer/
lyricist John Bucchino, have created
a serious show—about the efforts of
a working-class Bronx couple to plan
an expensive wedding for their daugh-
ter—in the same serious-minded class

as the 2004 Tony winner, The Light in \

the Piazza. That said, there are still light
moments, as when Fierstein (who is also
in the cast, as bachelor Uncle Winston ) sings
“Immediate Family.”
class and the complicated matters of a family,

Combining issues of

A Catered Affair also has memorable tunes,

including “Coney Island™ and *Married.”
Like A Catered Affair, the Disney musical

The Little Mermaid (Disney Broadway/Walt

Forbidden fruit: Since 1982, the
Forbidden Broadway company,
#%  created by Gerald Alessandrini

e (center, in suit, surrounded

by cast members) has relentiessly

spoofed shows. The 25th-anniversary edition
cast recording targets 2007 Tony winner Spring
Awakening as well as other recent shows,
including Grey Gardens, Jersey Boys, The Light
in the Piazza, and The Little Mermaid.

Disney Records) has gay bloodlines. The book
was written by Doug Wright (of Grey Gardens
and the Pulitzer-winning I Am My Own Wife

renown ) and the lyries were co-written by the
late Howard Ashman (Little Shop of Horrors
and others). The stage adaptation incorpe-
rates more than half a dozen of the songs
from the original Disney animated feature
and belsters the score with a multitude of
new compositions including “I Want the Good
Times Back,” performed by sea witch Ursula
(Sherie Rene Scott),

The original cast of Make Me a Song: The
Music of William Finn can be heard celebrat-
ing the contributions of the gay composer—of
March of the Falseitos, Falseitoland, and A
New Brain fame—on the new double-disc
live recording (from Ghostlight) of the off-
Broadway show. Performed by Sandy Binion,
D.B. Bonds, Adam Heller, and Sally Wilfert,
the impact of Finn's songs take on renewed
life and vigor in this setting.

In its third Broadway production since
its New York debut nearly 60 years ago, the
revival of South Pacific (Masterworks Broad-
way) arrives as a reminder of the cost and
effect of prejudice, still a matter of concern
today. Seuth Pacific is also packed full of
classic and enduring Rodgers and Hammer-
stein numbers including “Some Enchanted
Evening,” “There Is Nothing Like a Dame,”
“Bali Ha,” “I'm Gonna Wash That Man
Right Quta My Hair,” “A Wonderful Guy,” -+

GrooveQut Shorts

Houston Grand Opera
The Refuge

Houston Grand Opera premiered this
contemporary opera by out librettist
Leah Lax and composer Christopher
Theofanidis in late 2007 to rave
reviews. It retells the courageous
= and uplifting stories of our city's
immigrant communities. Albany Records (www.houston
grandopera.orq). —Preview: Nancy Ford

4
L0 Glabal 2
'Ii NN | This double CD set contains music
. ol from 14 different countries, all
i of which apparently appreciate a
| thumpy, humpy club mix. A stand-
@l oul: the interesting, multi-layered

R “Act Up, Fight Back" final cut on the
first GD, an inspiring tribute to the notoriously “unpolite”
AIDS organization of the '90s, Woobie Bear Music (www,
woobiebearmusic.com). —Review: N.F,
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Alanis Morissette
Flavors of Entanglement

That Angry Woman admits to
often writing “in retrospect,”
but this new release, she says,
“was written in real time." The
breakout single, “Underneath,”
is lovely, profound, and inspiring,
just as you might expect. Maverick/Enterprise (www.
alanismorrissette.com). —Review: N.F,

Cherish

The Truth

Destiny's Child is done. TLC went
down in a painful inferno. Wha will
the next generation turn to when
craving a “Don't Go Chasin' Water-
¥ falls™? These four young sisters of
Cherish bring some much-needed
bounce in their second CD, and prove their potential
as future hip-hop sensations. Sho'Nuff Records (www.
sho-nuffrecords.com). —Review: David Goldberg

Julian Yeo

Unusual Passage

In his second album, Mr. Yeo brings

his sonthing and drama-free style ta

the big-band genre. The Gay Aussie

of Asian descent has potential to

‘ make a lovely splash in the post-
Sinatra world. A good disc to keep

araund the house. Yeomo Productions (www.julianyeo.

com). —Review: D.G.

Chanté Moore

Love the Woman

Moore offers solid vocals and
messages of female empower-
ment. So does Mary J, Bligg—and
better. When it comes to strong
female R&B artists, we must bow
to Queen Blige. Moore clearly has
the talent to pull off a successful solo career, but not
the unique sound. Peak Records (www.peak-records.
com), —Review: D.G. —

Mondays - Margarita
Tito Tuesdays

Wednesdays - Gay Boxing
Thursdays - Crocker Idol
Friday — Houston Hot :
Saturdays - Houston's
Sundays - Gay Bowling

11 am to 8 pm Happy Hour/7
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BUILT-IN CENTRAL VACUUM SYSTEMS

Improve your health and home in
less than a day with a convenient,
versatile VACUFLO® Central
Vacuum. From hard floors to
carpets, walls, ceilings, upholstery
and draperies,

VACUFLO" s the
only vacuum
yvou'll ever need! é
e
—

VACUFLO®
Central Vacuums:

* Provides up to 5x more suction
than portable vacuums
 |[mproves Indoor Air Quality
» Brings built-in convenience to cleaning
* Adds to the resale value of a home

Alinline Vaculim
713-691-1641

Central Vacuum Systems installed
by Alrline Yacuum since 1957

Joseph Moore, LMT
, Licensed Massoge Therapist

_ -
Book online at: YBIH.net
7134925400 jfmoore67@gmailcom
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(TOTLLNTY continusd from page 72

“Happy Talk,” and the particularly timely
“You've Got to Be Carefully Taught.” The
musical’'s messages of tolerance, acceptance,
and social consciousness, especially during
a time of war, continue to resonate today.
The exceptional cast includes Kelli O'Hara,
Paulo Szot, Matthew Morrison, and Loretta
Ables 3;’!_\'|'t‘-.

In the midst of more expected Broadway
fare this season, two shows, In the Heights
and Passing Strange, appeared to shake up
the status quo and turn the theater world on
its ear, The two shows, as you can hear on
the original Broadway cast recordings (both
on Ghostlight), incorporate elements lacking
in the usual Broadway experience, including
hip-hop, salsa, soul, and rock. Both shows
are also notable for starring the men—Stew,
Passing Strange, and Lin-Manuel Miranda,
In the Heights—who wrote and conceived
the works

In the same non-traditional vein: song-
writer David Yazbek (Dirty Rotten Scoun-
drels, The Full Monty) continues to sow
his rock-and-roll vats over the course of 14
songs an his latest album, Evil Monkey Man
(Ghostlight).

Songwriter and lyrieist Carol Hall may
have only one hit musical to her credit, but
what a hit it was. The Best Little Whorehous:
in Texas, her FI!'!'!'[]!Ii:IIl}' |1n[1|15;u' 1978 show,

continues to be revived on a regular basis. On

GrooveQut _Sl_horts

continued from page 72

Katy Perry
One of the Boys
% e Plying songs Iike “I Kissed a Girl"
N and the somewhat controversial 2007
semi-hit “Ur So Gay," Perry is one of
a new wave of performers who leases
she may or may not be gay, but knows
where the smart pop money is. Gapi-
tol Records (www katyperry.com). —Preview: N.F.

Duffy

Rockferry

The concept of reincarnation re-
ceives new support with these
original tunes from this Welsh-born
singer/songwriter. Swear to God,
it's like Dusty Springfield has been
reborn, especially with the title cut

Y

and “Sleeping Stone.” Deliciously retro, Mercury Records
(www.iamduffy.com). —Rewview; N.F.

New Broadway Cast Recording

South Pacific

Since many people (myself included) consider South
Pacific to be the greatest musical ever written, it seems
rather incredible that it is only now enjoying its first
Broadway revival since the 1949 opening. Check out

Hallways: The Songs of Carol Hall (LML Mu-
sic), the Abilene-born Hall—who also created
the less successful Best Little Whorehouse
Goes Public with fellow Texan collaborators
Peter Masterson, Larry L. King, and out
choreographer/director Tommy Tune—is
joined by a host of cabaret performers includ-
ing out artists Scott Coulter, Rick Jensen,
Tom Andersen, Tim I Pasqua, and Steven
Lutvak, as well as the legendary Lesley Gore
and others who provide new perspectives on
songs including “Hard Candy Christmas”
and “It's Only a Broken Heart” (sung by
former Houstonian Sally Mayes).

Of course, what would a theater season
be without the wicked and wonderful Gerard
Alessandrini applying his rapier wit to the
parody lyrics he concocts for his long-running
Forbidden Broadway? The 25th anniversary
edition of the show, Forbidden Broadway:
Rude Awakening (DRG), slices numerous

shows into colorful ribbons. Vietims, some of

which are still running on the Great White
Way, include, of course, Spring Awaken

ing, as well as The Little Mermaid, Wicked,
Hairspray, A Chorus Line, Spamalot, Jersey
Boys, and Mary Poppins. Even those who
have only the most cursory familiarity with
current Broadway productions are certain to

be entertained.

Grege Shapiro isa annual
OutMusic au
by non-musi

f;f;”?l_,'?a ."lll-fl.' mers

past reciprent of th

ard i nizes cont tiions

ans in further

the new Broadway cast recording of
Rodgers and Hammerstein's South
Pacific and judge for yourself. Origi-
nal star Mary Martin will always he
missed, but this Tony-winning new
e pmeeess nroduction, on CD at least, may be
the best ever. —Review: Jack Varsi

Capathia Jenkins & Louis Rosen

One Ounce of Truth

= meenn SiNQEr Jenkins (whose credits
. AFUERS i ude a featured role in the
Tony Kushner/Jeanine Tesori show
Caroline, or Change) and composer/
performer Rosen team up again for
a 13-song cycle inspired by Nikki
Giovanni poems. Tracks range from luminous art songs
("The Moon Shines Down") to an unexpected |ullaby
("Kiss a Frog”). PS Classics (www.psiclassics.com).
—Review: Tim Brookover

Billy Joel

The Stranger: 30th Anniversary Edition

b Thirty years have passed since The Piano
W Man released the breakout album that
& Orought him two Grammys. Help him
celebrate with two separate CD and DVD
packages containing remastered versions
of the original recording, the previously
& unreleased Live at Carnegie Hall 1977 —

OPTICIANS, INC.
58 Years Experience
2900 Westheimer (Next to Chuy’s Restaurant)

713.523.8682
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902 HUTCHINS

Near Downtown

3352 23584 s0.ftea.

Rooftop Decks! Contemporary
designed plans with the latest in
modern-styled features such as:
European inspired kitchens,
state-of-the-art stainless steel
apphiances and glass tilework.
Large master’s retreat and bath.
From the $340s

THE VIEW 4T

MANOR PARY

2002 - 2048 TUAM
Ready for move inl

3/2.5/2 8 Units Left!
Contemporary townhomes
featuring upscale amenities
at the edge of downtown.
75% SOLD!

Open Sun. 1-5 From $219,900

MANORS AT SHADY ACRES
1102 W. 18th St.

in The Heights.

ONLY 5 Units Left! 66% SOLD!
Y2572 Approx 1,814-1,8% sq. ft. ea.
Designer finishes! Hardwoods,
Tile, Granite, Under cabinet
lighting, Oil-rubbed bronze fixtures.
Frontand back porches.
Backyards with adjacent

2 Car Detached Garages.

From the $290s

0 R

See more photos online, view downloadable
brochures and get more information on these
and other available homes
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@ Prudential
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Ronnie Kee, CRS Rogelio "Ro” Olivetti
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Buye it
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concert, and more.

Available July 8. Columbia/Legacy

(www.legacyrecordings.com). —Preview: N.F.

Hercules and Love Affair
Hercules and Love Affair

sl

With a sound that is somewhere
in between Blondie and the Black
Devil Disco Club, Hercules is simul-
taneously bizarre and intriguing. It
may not be accessible enough to be
played in the clubs, but it is still a hell

if a lot of fun. DFA Records (www.herculesandloveaffair,

Ashanti
he Declaration

com). —Review: D.G.

Overblown as Pamela Anderson's
silicon injections, Ashanti's fourth

N " s
! album is just too much: too much

synthesizer, too much drama, and
definitely too much glitter. Ashanti has
always had trouble finding her place

in the hip-hop/ R&B scene—she’s no Alicia Keys, and she's

definitely no Beyonce. Unfortunately, The Declaration just
nks her more and more inta the boring middle. The Inc

Records (www.theincrecords.com). —Rewew: D.G.

s Nicolas Matar and Willie Graff

B The New Yark City nightclub Cielo cel-

ebrates its fifth anniversary with this

@l collection of its dance hits, mixed by

Jay Brannan

Goddamned

DJs Matar and Graff. Available July
8. Tommy Boy Entertainment (www
tommyboy.com). —Preview: N.F

Jay Brannan's music is like a revival
of Tracy Chapman. . . except nobody
liked Tracy Chapman. The soft guitar
tunes and overcooked lyrics don't

P make Brannan special, they jus!

-

make him boring. Great Depression

Records (www.jaybrannan.com) —Review: D.G.

Neverdie

:m Rock Un Rolled

More than 700,000 users have helped
elevate the online Club Neverdie to the
status of “the most famous and high-
est-grossing virtual nightclub in the
world!" Offered here: 14 tribal rock/
blues/electronica anthems. Neverdie

Records (www.realityport.com). —Preview: N.F,

Portishead
Third

This British electronica trio's decep-
tively titled fourth album starts with
the intense dissonance of “Silence”
and doesn't let up all the way through
this 11-cut selection. Weird, drippy,
and oddly appealing. Mercury/Island

(Www.mercuryrecords.com), —Review: N.F. B
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An award-winning anthology features interviews with queer filmmakers

n May, the Los Angeles-based Lambda Literary

Foundation presented its 20th annual awards for

fiction, nonfiction, and poetry written by gay, les-
bian, bisexual, and transgender authors. The winners
included The View from Here: Conversations with Gay
and Lesbian Filmmakers, from Arsenal Pulp Press, a
Canadian publisher known for its queer and alternative
titles. (Another Arsenal title, Firsi Person Queer, edited
by Richard Labonte and Lawrence Schimel, was honored
with the Lambda award for top GLBT anthology.)

In View, the film pros interviewed by the author,
Montreal eritic Matthew Hays, include familiar names

(John Waters, Pedro Almodovar, Bill Condon, Gregg
Araki, Gus van Sant, and John Cameron Mitchell) as
well as cult and porn figures (Kenneth Anger, Bruce
LaBruce, Wakefield Poole). One name that is not as
recognized is Don Roos.

Roos—surprisingly candid and melancholy in this
interview excerpted from Hays' book—is next set to
direct Love and Other Impossible Pursuits, based on the
Ayelet Waldman novel (with a screenplay co-written by
the novelist and the director). With Jeffrey Dean Mor-
gan, Jennifer Lopez, and Lisa Kudrow set to star, Love
is scheduled for a 2009 release. —Tim Brookover

Don Roos: THe OpprosiTE oF THE Norm
Like so many gay filmmakers, Don Roos has
a knack for conjuring up powerful women,
Many will recall the girl-on-girl rivalry in
Single White Female (1992), the suspense
film that Roos wrote in which Bridget Fonda
takes in roommate Jennifer Jason Leigh,
only to discover that Leigh is insane and
obsessed with taking on Fonda's identity
He also wrote the critically savaged remake
of Diaboligue (1996), in which Sharon Stone
plays a (surprise!) scheming murderess.
And in The Opposite of Sex (1998), which he
directed and wrote, an embittered Christina
Ricci manipulates those around her, includ-
ing her gay half-brother and his boyfriend
whom she seduces.

Roos began his film career as a writer,
taking a screenwriting course at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame when he was in his
early 20s. In the 1980s, he contributed to a
number of popular television shows, in par-

ticular Hart to Hart and the Dynasty spin-ofT

The Colhys. Roos also earned a reputation as
a script doctor, working to improve screen
plays others had already written. (Roos says
he is too much of a gentleman to name the

Don Roos is pictured here when he was in Hous-
ton in 2001 to publicize All Over the Guy, a film
he produced with his life partner Dan Bucatinsky,
who starred in the film. Roos' directorial efforts
include Single White Female, Boys on the Side,
The Opposite of Sex, and Happy Endings.

films he's been ||r'u|:;','hl in to doctor.)

A turning point for him eame in 1998
with the release of his directorial debut,
The Opposite of Sex, the ensemble comedy
that made many critical top-10 lists that
yvear. After this success, Roos expected that
getting studio support for films featuring
gay characters—or even heterosexual char
acters who happened to be complex—might
get easier. But not so, according to Roos, who
says that studio executives interfered with
his follow-up film, Bounce (2000), starring
Ben Affleck and Gwyneth Paltrow, which
resulted 1n its box office failure. This made
his next feature film, Happy Endings (2005),
all the more difficult.

His experience thus far has been some-
what disappointing to Roos, not only because
of how studios treated him, but also by the

critical and publie reaction to the kind of

narrative complexity and eharacter ambigui-
ties common in his films. He now lives in Los
Angeles with his partner, actor-writer Dan
Bucatinsky, and their adopted daughter. A

conversation with Roos is much like one of

his films: insightful, intelligent, sometimes
digressive, and always sharp and witty.

ReadQut Shorts

Incognegro
Mat lohnson
DC Comics (www.vertigocomics.com)

The shooting death of a cross-dress-
' ing deputy sheriff is a focal point of
Bl this mystery set in America’s Deep
. South in the early 20th century
| when Ku Klux Klan lynchings were
commonplace. Author Mat Johnson
and illustrator Warren Pleece elevate

JUNE 2008 QutSmart

the graphic novel to a level of page-turning suspense,
with a surprise twist at the end worthy of its characters'
duplicitous disguises. —Review; Donalevan Maines

Twisted Triangle

Caitlin Rother

Jossey-Bass (www.josseybass.com)

Twisted Triangle is a true crime story about an FBI agent
husband’s revenge against his FBIl agent wife. Although
the cover leads one to believe his revenge was motivated

[l solely by the wife's affair with out
I ! ﬂ author Patricia Cornwell, the couple’s
THMHE[E bilking of the FBIl seems to have played
wmimsmen - 8 large role in the whole mess. True:
G no woman should be kidnapped and
assaulted by her husband. True: none
of us want our ill-advised affairettes
to be used to hype a book. False: this book sheuld be
purchased and read by anyone other than true crime
aficionados. —Review: Angel Curtis —

Sadly, even in the post-Brokeback Mountain
Hollywood, Roos still sees problems getting
gay characters portrayed honestly on the
hig sereen.

In interviews, you've talked about the fact
that when you were growing up, homo-
sexuality was a huge taboo. Some of the
filmmakers and writers that I've spoken to
said they began writing precisely because
they were gay. Was that your experience?
Did part of the act of writing have to do with
wanting to talk about something?

No, it didn’t for me. I think I became a writer
because I felt very different and strange, and
writing gives you a sense of control. When
vou're writing, you're not playing ball, yeu're
not with people; you're very much alone. |
think writing 1s a good refuge for misfits
if all shapes and sizes. Being an outsider
r a minerity or an oppressed person in the
cind of society that I grew up in—which
included my own home—I think I wrote just
to get some kind of power, just to make a
little world for myself where I could punish
eople or make them do things. Of course,
it's connected to being gay, but I didn't start
vriting to talk about gay issues, at least not

onsciously.

Was your home life tough?

[ grew up in a Catholic family in the 1950s,
which was a very rough environment for a
hild to grow up in. Morality permeated ev
rything, as did group thinking, discipline,
ind lessons about appropriate and inap-
propriate feelings—you know, your typical

repressed '50s household.

You've talked about the importance of gay
mages on the screen and what thatcan do
for people. Do you remember the first gay
character you saw on film or television?
No, but I remember Peter O'Toole with his
shirt off in Lord Jim [1965]. The first gay
mage . that’s really hard. I don't know
what that would be aside from the camp
mages or the mysterious images that have
1 lot of power over gay men, like from The
Wizard of Oz [1939] or Peter Pan [1960].
Mary Martin plaving Peter Pan is a very
strange image for a kid to hang on to, but
[ was obsessed with the yearly broadeast of
Peter Pan on television. I couldn't have been
more than four or five. But an openly gay im-
ige . . . my God, was there one? There were
1 few people who appeared on talk shows,
like Truman Capote, and Paul Lynde, who
made me uncomfortable.

Why?

Because [ sensed that he was something
lifferent or maybe like me. There was a
ot of disapproval of how he was—my —
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mother would laugh at him, my father
would frown.

Both of those examples are people | grew
up with too. They were both entertain-
ing figures who were also train wrecks,
in a way. Both Capote and Lynde died
alcoholics.

There’s a lot connected to those kinds of im-
ages. They suggest not only a sinful lifestyle,
but an unhealthy one too. It's a strange
feeling that leads people to sense their own
damnation and extinction. That was what
was s0 awful about AIDS. It seemed to
some of us like, “"
our childhood come true.” that being gay
leads to death

You began your career as a screen-
writer. Can you tell me about your first
writing gig?

My very first one was for Hart io Hart
[1979-84], a television show in the early
1980s [starring Robert Wagner and Ste-
fanie Powers| with quite a camp sensibility.
I wrote four spec scripts, meaning scripts
that aren't commissioned. I got to meet the
producer who happened to be Mark Crowley,
who wrate The Bays in the Band, the very
important early gay play. He took an inter-
est in me and gave me some assignments,
so [ suppose the gay mafia helped me in
the very beginning. | wrote for television
throughout the '80s, mostly for undistin-
guished shows, because I was very shy and
didn’t feel confident pitching to better shows.
I also thought I wasn’t capable of writing
for cop shows or medical shows, that I was
more soap opera. So maybe that was my own
internal homophobia at work, or maybe it
was my natural shyness or insecurity. I don't
knaw. Finally, I wrote a seript on my own, a
feature-length film called Love Field [1992],
and managed to get it to two producers who
liked it, and then Michelle Pfieffer got on
board [who was nominated for an Oscar for
the role in 1992]. After that I forgot about
television for a long time.

You talk about internalized homophabia,
but personally I'd rather be writing for
Dynasty than a cop show.

I wrote for The Colbys [1985-87], which
was a Dynasty spin-off, and a series called
Paper Dolls [1984] that was a drama about
two young models. T wrote for shows that
dealt with human emotion and interac-
tion—the things that people said or did to
each other rather than gunshots or legal
cases or medical problems. I was really
attracted to soap opera. A lot of people call
MY MOVIes S0ap operas.

I'his is the nightmare of

Soap operas have such a bad reputation,
but shows like The Sopranos or Six Feet
Under are essentially soap operas.
\bsolutely. When I started deing film, the
powers that be didn’t care what I'd done in
television. I thought making films was go-
ing to make it easier for me to write about
things that I cared abeut. The television
censors were crazy and the networks were
timid. Television, I think, is a terrible,
terrible place to work even today because
of stupid people telling you what you can
and can't say to America. | just think that
the people working in television aren’t very
intelligent

Like a salivating gay dog, | recently pur-
chased the first, pre-loan Collins season
of Dynasty on DVD. There is some really
interesting stuff in that show, including
the gay son who's an outcast and getting
drunk all the time. I'm sure the writers went
through a terrible meat-grinding process to
get that character on the show. It's a really
interesting cultural artifact, a reflection of
America in the '80s.

[ agree. I think television shows can’t help
but be a reflection of the age in which they
ire made because they have to be popular te
succeed so they have to somehow speak to

Readﬂut Shorts
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Would Jesus Discriminate? The 21st
Century Question

Rev. Dr. Cindi Love

Iraﬂurd Publishing (www.trafford.com)

Cindi Love, executive director of the
\ Metropalitan Community Churches,
comes to ordained ministry from a
------- == | husiness background—and her prose
shows it. This book isn't so much
inspiration for church members as it is
a marketing model for church profes-
sionals. It's interesting, especially for the results this
specific campaign has shown, bul the writing is dry,
even when she references potentially moving personal
stories. —Rewview: Neil Ellis Orts

Thinking Straight
Robin Reardon
Kensington (www.kensingtonbooks.com)
sown For the first three-quarters of this novel,
% Reardon's story of a gay teenager sent
== 102 religious camp to be turned straight
= shows surprising shades of gray. Far ex-
ample, the main character grows in both
faith and certitude about his sexuality
despite his reprehensible surroundings.
Then Reardon descends into cliche and melodrama. For
those who like irredeemahly hateful villains, this might
bie an enjoyable book. Those whao prefer more subtlety
will want to skip it. —Review: N.O. 1
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the masses, even if it’s unconsciously to the
desires of the public at the time. Television
can't help but be a great way to look at a
culture, and what the values of that culture
are. For someone who is in opposition to the
culture, though, again, television is not the
greatest place to work—although I watch
an awful lot of television and I love shows
like The Sopranos, Six Feet Under, Sex and
the City, and 24. There’s a lot of great Brit-
ish television too. But in general, American
television iz pretty much unwatchable.
Characters are never deeply unlikable or
deeply complicated.

Going back to your writing, you speak of
camouflaging gay characters in some of
your screenplays.

| did that a lot in the beginning. But I may
have to go back to it, just because sometimes
putting gay characters out there hurts you
The studio will say, “Oh, there are gay char-
acters, it's a gay film, we have to market it
a certain way,” which is very frustrating.
I don't know how Brokeback Mountain got
made. It will probably do us more harm
than gt‘md because it will be point ed toasan
example of the fact that Hollywood is open
and that things are changing, but believe
me, on the frontlines they aren't changing,
they are petting worse. It's harder to put
gay characters in a film now than it was 10
vears ago when I did The Opposite of Sex
[1998]. Camouflaging gay characters can
take many forms. A popular way 1s mak-
ing the lead character's best friend sassy,
but female. Or the lead can be an outcast

who is not a happily accepted member of

traditional heterosexual Christian society.
A black character can also masquerade as a
gay character, as well as any character who
18 out of step with the mainstream

Of course, there is the popular theory that
many of Tennessee Williams' characters,
particularly his strong women characters
like Blanche DuBois, were in fact gay
characters.

| don’t know if they were for a fact, but they
probably were. | think Williams probably
drew out their internal spiritual life and

soul from his experiences as a gay man. Of

course, if they were actual gay characters,
their experiences would be quite different,
and they would be perceived quite differ-
ently. But camouflaging is a way for the gay
writer to get inside his characters and to tap
into a little of the anger and anxiety that vou
feel as a minority person.

The fact that you wrote Single White Fe-
male [1992] makes sense to me, seeing as

a character is murdered by getting a high
heel in the head.

That was all kind of unconscious, I thought,
Oh, that will be fun.” I was thinking,
What is the most dangerous thing about a
woman?” She wasn't going to hit him over
the head with her vagina, so I thought,
‘Well, ghe'll hit him over the head with her
high heel shoe.”

Were you conscious of other issues—I|
mean, it's about these two powerful
women.

Well, I was conscious that none of the
straight white men in the film were good
ruys. The only man who survives is the gay
ieighbor upstairs. The characters who had
power, compassion, or intellectual ability
were either gay or female. That [character-
ization| was very consciously done. I was
tired of those movies where the girl is just
a victim to be offered up to the evil person,
where women are stupid and weak and tee-
tering in high heels.

In The Opposite of Sex, you bring a lot of
these sexual issues to the fore. I've always
felt that Christina Ricci’'s character was
your voice, was the voice of a gay man at
the center of the film.

Yeah, I think you're right. I can talk about
her being a real character in her own right. If
you look at it, she is a woman defined by her
sexuality. [In the film], Christina’s character
doesn't really have any sexual appetite, but
she is defined by society as what she is be-
cause of her sexual attributes, because of her
breasts and because of her attitude, indepen-
dence, and unwillingness to obey convention.
She's defined by society because of her sex or
her interest in sex—or what they presume

to be her interest in sex—and, of course,

that is very gay. Gay men are defined [in
that way| by people all the time. They think
that the most important thing about a gay
man is that he wants to sleep with another
man. So in that way, Christina’s character
is a gay man. She's also very thoughtful and
confused about sex. She's unconscious about
it in the beginning and over the course of
the film it begins to trouble her, which is
very much like my experience of being a gay
man: what's this thing that separates me
from everyone else? Where is it located? What
does it mean about me that I want to be with
a man instead of a woman? Why does that
define me, because my taste for choeolate or
vanilla does not define me nor does my taste
in sports? What is it about my desire for the
same sex that totally separates me? What is
evervbody's desire? Christina’s character is
a rebel, she's impatient with a morality she
deesn’t really understand, and in that way

he's a very brave character; unlike myself
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through most of my life. She also does what
she wants to do and doesn't spend too much
time in any kind of moral argument, but
I don’t think that's very gay. I think gay
people spend a lot of time agonizing over the
things they do.

| think that’s why she’s so refreshing. That’s
wish fulfillment, because so many gay
people would like to say, “F--k off.”

She's very powerful that way. That's what 1
liked about her.

the character. I wrote all the voiceovers for

In fact, that's why we wrote

her narration before the movie began. We
shot the film without her voiceovers, though,
and [ directed everything as straight scenes.
I've discovered that characters behaving
honestly can be funny. We shot everything
without pushing for laughs, so it didn’t seem
to us to be a comedy at the time. | knew it
was, but we were more concerned with the
internal lives of the characters. When 1
finally edited her voiceover narration into
the picture, it was really, really shocking
because [ had come to treat these characters
very intently and lovingly, but there she
was in her voiceover making fun of them,
being very bold and not being particularly
discriminating in her hostility and not re-
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ally taking an empathetic view of anybody. I
thought, “Oh my God, I hate her! She doesn’t
know anything, she’s a kid, she’s a punk.
This 18 complicated.” | grew to love it, but it
was a shock in the beginning. [ do think she
says some horrible things and her language
is terrible. She's pretty awful. But I appreci-
ated her spirit more and more.

I was really struck by the film when | first
saw it. We talk about how far we've come,
but there's still something radical about a
film where gay and straight characters are
given equal time and equal respect.

It's hard to pull it off. There was this time
during the 1990s when movie people weren't
paying a lot of attention and you could get an
independent film made quite easily. And let’s
face it; Christina Ricei is a very cinematic
person. She's very beautiful and compelling.
I think people thought it was going to be a
“funny” comedy, but once we got the andience
in there, we started dealing with difficult
things like sex and death and being gay.
In that way, it was kind of a stealth bomb.
It's very hard to surprise audiences now. 1
think audiences are more alert to signs of
gay culture, signs of what they don’t want. 1
think every year the audience gets stupider
and stupider and that they've been trained

to get that way. I mean, what can you say

about a country that re-elected Bush? How
much can you admire their intelligence?

Seriously, it’s not fun

I was in shock on election night.

It's a deeply stupid country. I think when
we grow up we think evervbody is like our
family or like our neighborhood block and
that they're all smart and they all care. Well,

they're not. They're very difficult, and a lot of

them are dumb. And the ones who are smart
are distracted by what's fashionable and in
vogue, I think it's difficult for thoughtful
films to get a good reaction from movie audi-
ences in America because they want to be
soothed by movies; they don’t really want to
go to the movies to think. You get a highly
praised film like Pride & Prejudice where not
a single real disturbing thought or feeling
pecurs in the entire film. That’s America’s
idea of a thinking-man’s film today. Maybe I
sound bitter, but as you grow older vou lose
It just takes a good
I don’t think that’s
true. There are some barriers in the business

a little of that sense of, *
film and they will come.”
that work against that. The principal one is
really the culture as a whole. Where 15 this
culture going? A culture that is based on

fear, one that is controlled by its fears, and

is not going to be open to anything challeng-

ing in their entertainment? As for films with

FTRNSEINESS

H‘uuti! Gundltlumng {:!lmcs
= “Ages 7-12 — Boys & Birls
I Call Terrence: 832.725.7800 For More Info

713. 667 7072
4676 Beechnut -°

Houston, Tx

published by Arsenal Pulp Press.

gay characters or content, studio types will
v, “Well, it's not that I don’t want to see
that,” and ask, “Do they have to be gay?”
After I made Happy Endings [2005], which
took two and a half vears to make and fell
apart several times, my own producer told
me, “In the next movie, don’t put a gay per-
son in it, It's so much harder.” So, even your
own team will dissuade you, just because it
is so impossible.
I don’t know how Ang Lee got Brokeback
Mountain [2005] green-lit,
award-winning director who can do what

but he is an

he wants.
Mountain is it will take up the space that
a lot of smaller independent films could've

The problem with Brokeback

taken up. There are people in the business
who will point to it and say, “We're not
higoted, we made Brokebach Mountain.” So
it'll work against us for the next 10 years. 1
think a lot of gay filmmakers are consumed
with jealousy that he was able to do it. “Why
And they are
also aware that it will be used against us

could he do it and I can't?”
for years and years.

| think another part of the reason Ang Lee
was able to make Brokeback Mountain
was because he's straight.

He's the gayest straight man I ever met. The
Sense
and I think he's a very

Wedding Banguet, and Sensihility,
and Brokeback
open guy in terms of what appeals to him.
| wish he was gay. to claim
Ang Lee That is
one of the reasons it's safe. In order to put

I would love
for our team, but he’s not.

a gay thing over in this country, it helps if

it's shepherded through by a straight per
son. In fact, one of the ideas 1 had for The
“l have to make this
blonde
straight girl who hates gays, or has the nor-
mal contempt for gays that mest Americans

Opposite of Sex was,
lead character a buxom, beautiful,

have, and she will shepherd the gay themes
and characters through this film and people
will trust her.”

E.J.'!,'[‘.'",'}_fi‘f_f from The View from Here: Conver-
zations with Gay and Lesbian Filmmakers,
teprinted
."a_\ permaission.

ON THE WEB: Read more of this inter-
view at www.outsmartmagazine.com.

MORE LAMBDA WINNERS
I'he Lambda Literary Award winners in-
clude A Push and a Shove (Alyson Books),
by Christopher Kelly, who is the movie eritic
for the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. RKelly's
novel was honored for best gay debut fietion.
Read the complete list of winners at www.

outsmartmagazine.com.
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by Sally Sheklow

CHEERS

Sally toasts the happy same-sex couples marrying in California

azel tov, California! You look ab-
solutely beautiful, and the whole
world is watching. All eyes are

on you as the wedding march plays and

somebody walks vou down the aisle (not

John MeCain, even though Ellen invited
him so nicely). When you say
“I do" and kiss your bride (or
groom), supporters across the
globe will dab joyful tears. We
raise our glasses to you—and
to your brilliant California
Supremes, Congratulations.
Clink-clink.
Celebrate. You deserve it.
Waltz and party and toss your garters.
Then brace yourself. The bridal {(and
groomal) path will be bumpy. Not only be-
cause sharing life with another person can
be challenging for the best of us, but alse
because the haters will stop at nothing to
interrupt your marital bliss. Their campaign

will haul out every scary, phobic, disgusting
stereotype to bully voters into voting against
equality in November, Who better than the
homo-boogeyman (boogeyperson?) to advance
Lthe bad guys’ regressive polities? They will
whine and cajole and whip up a frenzy about

You gotta wonder what makes the
homophobes so phobic—could it
be their own dreaded desires?

protecting the children. (Never mind that
thousands of children are left unprotected
when their parents can't legally marry.) The
well-funded fundamentalists are hell-bent
on banning your vows to love, honor, and
cherish (or obey, if that floats your boat) one
another.

| Right Store.

Right Price.

Your Kroger Signature store on Montrose
offers one-stop shopping convenience.

v PHARMACY

v NATURE’S MARKET
+ ORGANIC PRODUCE
v WINE CHILLER

¢ FLORAL SHOPPE

v BAKERY
v BoArs HEAD DELI

v ROTISSERIE CHICKEN

v FTD WORLDWIDE FLORAL DELIVERY

3300 Montrose Blvd.
713-526-7865
RX 713-526-1239

86 JULY 2008 OutSmart

These anti-gay-marriage wackos have
yvet to provide one single sane answer to
any of our probing questions (and how
we love to probe). How do other people’s
marriages threaten theirs? What's so holy
about hetero matrimony? (Note the divorce
rate.) What about the reams
of research proving that chil-
dren of same-sex parents fare
no worse—and, statistically,
even function somewhat bet-
ter—than het spawn? Ya gotta
wonder what makes the homo-
phobes so phobic—eould it be
their own dreaded desires?

Truth is, they have an agenda. And the
more they rail, the more they expose their
true colors. We all know the religious right’s
wet dream is to install an all-out theocracy.

But lucky for Californians, justice has
prevailed. There's no going back now. The invi-
tations are engraved, the bands are booked, —

h,'an;m;
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CUSTOM CLOSETS
MURPHY BEDS
GARACE STORAGE
HOME OFFICE
CUSTOM PANTRIES

www.SpaceManager.com

713.688.8808 '

HOME & GIHICE

Free In-Home
Design Consultation

Wisit our Showroom at 3556 West TC Jester

Professmnal
Experience in

James J. Burnett
Attorney and Counselor at Law

* Business Incorporation and Formation®
* Business Transaction and Agreem
* Civil Trials, Appeals, and Dispure Res
* Probate Law (Wills, Trusts. Estate Plan
* Family Law
* Technology Law

Please call far an appointment. There Is no charge for the in

jamesburnett.com
Highlander@jamesburnett.com

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization Carpe Diem!

www. ThroughYourBody.com

Be Healthy,
Feel Great,
Think Clearly,
Choose Best,
& Be Happy.

Move quickly to yo#r i

goals with ease and clé

Live in your body.

Davidson

20% off = -
your first visit T
witn s ad essential @
| touch

1103-B Peveto St, » Houston, TX 77019 » 713.942,0¢

Thank You SiivSmarl Readers!
Readers’ Cholee Awards
Best Cosmeltic Skin Care Canter
2006 & 20071

We use Lhe latest FDA approved dermal fillers Lo take years, even

decades, off your appearance: giving a natural, pleasant. and well

rested look.

Before After

* Non-Surgical e Immediate long lasting results ¢ Affordable

Wrinkies + Rosacen » Facal Segeng
Acne {ivctive & scas) » Foce & Leg Vains
Lasar Hair Removal

Botox* * Restylane* » Sculptra®
Juvederm™ « Radiesse™

?'13.§4'ﬁ'.5klﬂ. (7 546}.
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i . and the champagne is already flowing
" 21.28 ebrualtyzﬂm+£ i pa L So is the cash, by the way. Same-gex
18-25 April 2009 + Mexican Riviera o !

7-17 August 2009 + European Heartland River Cruise o
14-24 August 2009 + Legendary Danube River Cruise o

that same-sex unions could boost the state

o e NOVGmMber 20-30, 2009 econemy- pthe buae f pe T s, Mo

gonna vote against that?
Leave it to the Golden State and the

weddings provide way mare economic stimu-
us than Bush's $600 hush money, Business

wwnw conciergeiravel cc

for wedding planners, bakers; and hotels
started booming the moment the court’s
decision hit the news. Jewelers, tailors,
restaurants, and florists are riding high.
Gift registries can barely keep up. (Thank
you, Macy's!) One UCLA study projects

“CONCIERGE
) TRAVEL, INC.
7 1136612117 1:877.775.9616

’/ movie capital to proclaim, “Show me the
money!” If anvthing will win us our equal
Jay Barkhurst 3ihts, it's the good o c-ching, ea-ching
Ellen’s got it right. Don't IH the evildoers'
'};,”{ are 1"'}1{}‘[}{’1 ’(_E”J{’ C:"?, L’gf?r nasty initiative rain on your ..I.I'.I:!l' You're
roing to the chapel—and, more importantly
You are in our 1&"{”“1‘5‘ .{'(Hd’ menories. the courthouse. Let your love-light shine
) Love changes hearts and minds. Go ahead,
u'.'{’ ';'”"r-"-"-_]ln"f'f 'FHHE-'/:, bf"dﬂil‘«{" plan your honeymoon and celebrate your
freedom to marry the woman (or man) of
A celebration of life ceremony vour dreams. Even John MeCain, despite
will be held Saturday ||L]_\ 26th, 2008 being a total hypoerite, wishes you every
happiness
-\\ For Info Call 713,408.2120 L g Sally S
1 Ores

INLCIMITED
alllng and Messaging Plan

T-Mobile® Unlimited Plan,
Unlimited nationwide calling to any number, even landlines.
Unlimited nationwide messaging (text, pic and IM)

Flat rate of $99.99 per month plus taxes and fees;
new 2-year agreement required.

Includes nationwide long-distance and roaming.

For Limited Time COnly Offar Expires: 07/31/2008

1\‘, ‘ : B : :i' v l - Ir i i , h HlE‘I(’_HH!“I’ry Pearl 8120
WIRELESS SERVICES &% T ek Hotarol (natied

12320 Bellaire Bivd., ste c-1, 281.568.6108 q: 3 _Mobile_

|||I wested in becoming a T-Mobile Authorized "
.all Edward Carranco al 281.948.7520 fur more |I|Irnu| ation e

Total Wireless Central Wireless Azteck Communications Wireless Dreams Telecom Viet Hoa

303 Wesi Gray §t, Sle. B 1614 Gessner Drive 9354 Long Point Road {Inside Hong Kong Clty Mall) {Viet Hoa Supermarked)
(West Gray @ Taft S1) Houston, TX 77080 Housten, TX 77085 11205 Ballalre Bivd, Alsle 9 8300 W. Sam Houston Plkwy

713.523,3232 832.358.2442 713.683.10446 832.328.1300 281.564.5300

Additional restrictions apply; see printed materials and T-Mobile's Terms and Conditions at T-mobile.com for details. Limited time offer; subject to change.
T-Mobile and the magenta color are federally registered trademarks of Deutsche Telekom AG.
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Los Cucos
MEXICAN CAFE

loscucos.com

WEAR THE BRACELET?

ent. To arder call

UNGiL

care services, education and vac

1-B00-B8-UNTIL or visit WWW.L

The All New 2009 Subaru Forester

@ SUBARU

Parts and Labor Included

upin whon order i wniticn. Good i Mitsuhishi and Subar North stores only, Good on an
carictions may apply. Pesse see dealer for details. Not vaihd with any usher
—_

18010 I-45 North Exit 1960

Gillmain | .g77.763.177%

Fre

It's more than what

you Think.

Sertireg
Mecetlmeerid
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It's receiving treatment from the mosi
knowledgeable and learned staff
in HIV/AIDS vare.

2015 Thomas Street * Houston, Texas 77009
Business Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 pm. * Monday - Friday

713-873-4165




Compiled by Sheri Taylor Bockelman

Daily (Mon.-Fri.)
Th Street C

collection 1

at the following cc

Pus, 611 Hyde Park, Tu

EMPORIUM, 3415 Katy apm
le.uml"mnﬂmruu ] am fll'H
1415, 1415 1

I||.l|.,| e
f 6-10pm; EJ's,
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4-8pm; MARY's, \mnnmm |
Ml(HmtsL‘ll- POST, 141
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; RIPCORD
1, TONY'S CORNER Pm KET, 81

Weekly (Mondays)
n: Suppnrt Group Thetr: (s

Weekly (Tuesdays)
Free Surnmer Band tnn(er'ls in Galveston. Pring th

band it the |

WEekIy (Thursdays}
TG Pullm:lt Sn(ial The “Transgende (

. W.e.ek.l-y; E-T‘hru r's.d“e.;ys)
Depression & Bipolar Support Group
O Hpoiar oisorde 15 Ak CldWs

Weekly (Sun., Wed Sat)
Love and Ra{kets lennis players sts of al

a tew lines of info about your event, date/time; cost
location/address; arganization name; AND two phone
numbers—one for OutSmart 1o reach you for guestions
and one for OwtSmart readers o get mare info op your

evenl Mant mro o CutSmart Magazne, 3406 Audubon

Place, Houston, TX 77(

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING: ‘

006. Fax inFo 102 713/
E-maiL INFo TO: Calendar@ outsmartmagazine.com

NO LISTINGS CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER

|  THE IJEA.IJ].INE DATE—WEDNESDAY, JULY 5. |

Inio: Wi noustontennis | |
Monthiy (Every 4th Saturday)
FTM TG 5uppnrt Group hie Fe sgende

3 Momhly (Every dth Saturdayj
TG Supporl Group . ouf

transsexual

Month{y (Saturcsays)
Sewnd Salurday: at Wmler St. Studios. |

Read On. V)

GEE, IT'S G. LEIGH!

Before releasing her new acoustic CD, the hot rocker refurnsito Houston

ut international recording artist and Texa

2008 European tour—Italy, |

delight of her Houston fans. A long-time staple of the bu
movement where she won over many of her devoted fan base, L
mecast.com competition where she hopes to win ge

the weekly www.I:
and other prizes.

Austin with her home mie plugged

& the heart of her fan base is in Houston

shot the videos at Mucky Duck that have been instrum
It is you, Houston, who listens diligently at my shows

enthus
Leagl
‘-llll\\r'i'\'l nees in Houston ¢

me ¢ urage mllll

pulled the rei
Rain Down,
well as at her July 19 conce

;!'\-IPL'[' 'l\[il[ 10UE
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ecisely—and is once

s that she plays more solo shows in Hnu«lnn than anywhere else.
Ht:LIIl].I”
and (l}llh(ll nee

15 |r|f| chose ln «[llp it h,u k to 1!11 organic '-1IIII1E| of voes
CDs
't at Mojo Rosin’ (1600 Shepherd Dr.). Det

e adds,

; »“Love. On The Lawn”
“Re mn-ml-v
ital in my suce

ul, lIIIl' to the fan suppart Tréceive.
3 | acoustic pmlm‘m ne

-n[ Leig

s f:1||1.|| ﬁnd i_',m':a_
HI 1] ]t‘ |1\ l}?l' irl(il
righ.com,

'k from her early
in hitting the road, much to the
reoning “listening room” venue

h is currently a dominator of
ar, festival appearances,

coneert
Houston, it was youwho
ss on Fameeast com.

nd who interacts with me with utmost

“My acoustic

s website, as

—Nanqrﬁyrd-, )

sch manth, 2 .. at B
infiction and/or fictio
ven cogitate, in- public

SNg

venightheron@gmail.com
Monthly (Tuesdays)
The Houslnn SPCA Pet lnss Support Grnup p ruuda

I e.fore !Ionewﬂ' is
10

WEE
WEEK

‘IO (Thurs )
The Real (Art) World Residents
tists are selected to share a stu

1 (Fri.)
J‘:r.md’rr il-"tf_lum'he .Earm a drawing

| 530
11-12 {Frl & Sat.)
The Mlm(anmli Hnyd The Houston Sy

12 (Sat )
ArtHouston 2008 Sulnrner E\rent }

l? lBl(Thurs & Fr| )
Mot Me Messiah {He Sa l-'ery N’n‘ughl‘y Bay}

W
Details;

249 Cuhis Orive - Tt Sodand

This gorgeous custom mansion boasis luxury
waterfront living at its finest! The grand 3 story

home offing 5 to 6 bedrooms plus 3 full and 1

half baths sits on Galveston’s sought after Tiki

Island and was mewly consiructed in 2008 and

features over 6 500 sq. fr. of living space.

Call for more information on this exceptional howe

@2 b

e /!’Wﬂ;'/ (-'/G-nrr/r/
ABR, AHS, CLHMS

Direct: 713-208-2100

pennyclissold @ parygreenecom

s Prudential
GARY GREENE Wil TORs

DanielIR¥Garza¥ViD}
Medication Management
Psychotherapy

Specializing in Depression,
Bipolar, Anxiety, ADHD disorders

2990 Richmond Ave., Suite 428
281.610.8190 ¢

Limited evening & weekend appointments ava

Breathtaking views of Galveston’s West Bay

can be enjayed from not only the private

r'imr;'rur_r fl_f;f the dramatic masier suife buf many

other areas of this home. The Mediterranean

style kome will impress guests and give the
host or hostess boundless entertaining options

with a fabulous floorplan plus an option of

taking the fun out on the water! Exguisite

Cherrywood floors and extensive Travertine

marble can be found throughout the home.

Resort style living to be enjoyed everyday!
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19 (Sat.)
Galveston Island Bicycle Day. Family fun forall ages, nclud
ing a bicycle show and contests, safety demonstrations, booths,
and a bicycle parade. To participale, you must register and bring
your bike to the event. Prizes awarded in \r—-UPH| categones;
all kids 12 and under will receive a [:b I corating their
bikes. Early registration available at TF. Hippie's, Island Cycle
Repair, Island Bicycle Company, nml Mod Coffes House. Early
registrants can get an official Bicycle Day T-shirt tor 55 (T-shirts
n-nl be $10 the day of event and will be limited). Participation
is free and open to the public. 10 am--4 pm, Saengerfest Park
al The Strand, Galveston, Info; www, dm-.-mu'.\.l-;.,.il\.l: ton.org
or 409/ 762-1969
Hear the von Trappﬂlildrel Sing. The great-grandchildre
of that gruff captain-turned-family-man by thewi '1mmr|h.1rm-
of Fraulen Maria revives memoriés of the original musical, with
songs from The Sound of Music by Rodgers and Har nimerstein
Includes "My 5 " "So Long, Farewell,” plus f
classics such as “Amazing Grace.” Tickets start at $25. 7: 30 pm
Jones Hall, 615 Lowsiana. Info: www.hous! tonsym |JI!L‘|||',Lr)E of
T13/234-7575

24 (Thurs.)
ACTOUT at the Alley: Agatha Chrstie’s The Unexpected
Guest, GLBT theater fans and friends are invited to celebrate
ey Theatre's production of this classic "who done "
st debuted in 1958 Free pre-curtain event features
yy [ Mike Bell and Six Degrees Mercury, complimentary
hors d'oeuvres, desserts, and beverages, plus a specialty drink
B:15-7:15 prv; curtain at 7:30 pm, Tickets $21-535. Alley Theatre,
615 Texas Ave. Tickets/info: use/mention promotion code “ACT
OUT™ at www alleytheatre org o {2720-5700, enter 1
27 (Sun.)
100 Years of Gay History continues with Af
Creative Life Center’s fourth film in the series foc
man rights and its hustoncal evolution as i
Inity. Guest speaker, group discuss

Stone 'H—'u'-'.'l_

on nuw
to the gay
and refreshments

Info: www thecreativelifecenter.org.

30 (Wed.)
California Drearnillg Building a Better World lor Old
l.eshans be !

i o5k
e I..I|L|L1 IIL|'|||+' d
-sII over 6 B
fornia '|rJ|I f\ ,r-||

‘I our |d-'1; mer

5

THAT'S UNCANNY

munity Chorus reunion, plus the OLOC chorus, both conducted
by Sue Fink. Lesbians over 60 include the generations who came
out in eras.of great discrimination, aswell as women who built the
lesbian feminist movement in the ‘70s. Info: \-‘le‘n'.0|ut.-:-r:§.

FOR THE SUMMER

Houston Arboretum's Day Camps for Kids. The Houston
Arboretum & Nature Cenler offers two weeklong day camps for
boys and girls ages 5-12. = City Critters is focused on ecology
with an urban twist. Learn about the creatures who manage to
live close to humans while still staying wild. 9 am=3 pm Jl||\-
14-18. = Nature Rangers to the Rescue! Campers learn the skil
real rangers use to [‘rr)'el,[ and improve ecosystems through
expeniments, games, and hands-on activities. 9 am-3 pm, Iuly
7-11 or Aug. 11-15. Fees for each camp: $230 members; $270
non-members, Half-day mornings, 9 am-noon, §120 mer .
5150 non-members. Pre-registration required. 4501 Woodway
[r. Info: waw.houstonarboretum.org or 713/681-8433
Hike Amid Botanicals and Wildlife. The Houston Arbore:
turm & Nature Center offers five miles of tr botamcals, and
native wildlife along walking trails. Located in Memor
4501 Woodway Dr. Arboretum grounds open to the puLIlh
am—7 pm; Nature Center hours 9 am-5 pm; Th ery Room
houses interactive [“LIJ\EItOI'erI exfubits such as aquanums, touch
ens, @ 15-f1. model learning ree, and microscopes with video
wtor displays, open 10 am—4 pm. Free admission, Info: www
houstonarboretumn.org or 713/681-8433
Camp Xplorations Summer Science Adventures. Weekly
€ ‘nw'.tf'-' ges5-12, through ".uvu" 15, ;:tT"'l' Hc' Istr Mu‘.num

4I--ndL:a"hmlmmllmr The Woodla 2 e

dland Dr,, Barnes & Noble on the |5Wr.'|' le +.I n |-:| !

Bend County at Christ United Methodist Church, 3300 Austin

rurk.‘..n Sugar Land. Register online al www.hmns.org. Info

xplora thmns.org or 713/659-4629

Tlu Hnustnn Musum of Natural Science, host to
{ i ging Louring I |1I||||| , leatures the

Planetanium, and George Obsel
Drive. Info: www hmns.org or 713/639-4629

RADIO

¥ mornings, 1-4 am. |
one’ with Jimmy Carper. K

After Hours. 5
QMY (Queer Mus
T15/526-5738.
Queer Voices. Mondays, 8-10 pm £ News. mu
Sic, Interyviews, reviews, and comment ;l\r KPFT 9011 FM,
T13/526-4000

Red Bull brings its canned exhibition to Houston

'd Bull, the caffeinated energy drink, gives you more than wings
to echo the ad campaign for the product). The container is

something of a canvas, as the traveling

Red Bull Art of Can exhibition

month. The 47 objects crafted
erage cans in the show at the Galleria
s Boot, a piece (pictured) by local talents Christian Azul,
Warfare Gallery & Boutique, and professional ice
. The four-foot footwear model incorporates

Another lc
female

Iy produced piece is
gure (the title trans-

by John Fitzgerald Sanchez,

1 art student. Gallerist

If-named space is located at 4411 Montrose Blvd.)!
t'm'-ltvd liw Huushm edition of the exhibition, the only 2008 [1.8
red by ]w Austrian beverage maker. An

votes for a peuple E

Red Bull site, Art of C

on Arts Alliance CEO

g pieces. The public can cast
n.‘-,lectum at lhe exhibition and online at the
on view at the Galleri

(5085 Westheimer)

. For more information, visit www.redbull

artofecan.com. =Tim Brookover
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Reach Out in the Darkmess. Houston's only transgender
radio host and her partner present selected music from the
'60s, played like it was in the ‘605, exclusively from
pressings. Every Wednesday morning, 3-6 am, KPFT Pacifica
radio (30.1 FM)

PERFORMING ARTS

Agni'bn Christie's The l."nexpeded Guest. In dense h g
near the South Welsh coastline, a .&trarlj-'rlunc his car into a
nis |“|nu1.le-15'|

Lu.'ud-, of a former big-game hunter. The dez
vy with a gun i her hand. |5 she g III

s 521-535_ July 11-Aug. 3 Alley

Info: www. alleytheatre.arg or 71
Electile Dpsﬁ.rnﬂwn |rJ
|_J't'\ |,|“||lu| h(,p |

at | 15 o,
ok at national palitics, in
most planned planned
vided family into
ets involved
Through
ww.radio

tHu:fk
ye News turns the d
I Houston min

c.;.;11'r1,|r.:l-,-| Whr:n Sp',u E
local celebrities, an
things spin even m
Now, 15. Radio Mus
musictheatre.com o1 2
Galveston's Curt Miller Hagu & Comed'r Show. A
nr*Im;; Las Vegas- qr\, le sho i | ages with a
I faw
out loud as Miller makes
tate, and break up into dif
'J 16 children. July 2
Hope I“-n.-ﬂw.il 1

1-525 adults: 5
5 Lonvention Le
wWww,moodyt i kets.co

4E .ur River
hranan
matinee

54-SHOWS
&5 that s |

Gglwéﬂon s sti-am Theatre 1|=_ 1o

1 Amenca

1 prominent
oil have been
e than 60 years

What a kick: Big Ass Boot,
created by Houstonians
Christian Azul and Reverend
Butter, is one of the pieces

in the Red Bull recycled can
show at the Galleria.

¢ 4, B pm. * Freedom to Foscism
tical documentary which e

17

titizens had its imernational
a -‘d"n|| l'l‘dl 1an "|\, I1 :J|\ il

Lorpo H;; 10 war ‘5|LLI|.1
takes you inside the lives of qr.lk

G:Iberl & Sumwn s The reomen of the Gmmr
the M'err]r Man mld'ﬂ'fs Maid. The classic Shal

Oklahoma! From the
car Ham
aremaore

Y
he classic story of fnendship and
| musical adag seriled in
Fri., July 10, 18, an
Theatre, 446 Northwest

l: f“"l aning of frue Deat r‘
unfolds -I d

f nus;lr = 'u:
If run vae a Mnsse c Hufﬁn 15 the

:'Hl-‘l. I LINE \'.|Jr

d in In. =.-e.r A
€ a1 Rice Village, 2540 Tim
edter.com or 713/524-67

urpuorooupnv

& T o R W s 3 e

T

1, !.e;l‘-

p o ‘n.LcSIlﬂi-EiI'C introduce artists who

are young or new to the Houston community and offer more

soned artists the opportunity to develop new work and to

resh light, the Houston Area Exhibitio

r since the museum’s incep!

Gallery, 120 Fine Arts Bidg, University of H "I\Il.l
Entrance Inu”"l||r=|13'

Charles ‘Teenie’ Harris: Rhapsody in Black and White.

y Integrity

Come Worship with Integrity!
Monthly Eucharist & Meeting
with Potluck Dinner
Next Gathering is Friday 07/25!
Last Friday of each Month 7PM
Christ Church Cathedral

The Episcopal Church Welcomes You!
Please visit our website at
www.integrityhouston.org

Heather M. Wllmore DDS

General and Cosmetic Dentist

| / deep tissue
/ relaxation

FREE ExAM
| & C]_F_AN['\(“

with purchuse of XRay

WHITENING « SEDATION DENTISTRY

®
7500 San Felipe, Suite 900
Houston, TX 77063

713.200.4222

I www. DRWILMORE.COM

LoneStar Pest Control
713-732-7742

Complete Pest Control Service
& Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Control

This is Termite Swarming Season
Call us to Protect your Investment

And

for a free quot

¥
] Appointments
Y &Walkins OK!

515 West he imer 713 524-7858
www hainsalonhouston.com
Man. - Fri. 10am - 7pm | Sat. 10am - pm | Sun. Cloged

TPCL# 13558
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Blue Line Bicycle Lahoratery
Sales anu Service

www.hluelingébikelabom
_Nune-ups in as liftiehask B oL 5!

3302 White Qak Drive
Houston, Texas 77007

For those preferring a
private-pay alternative to
insurance reporting. ..

Confidential Counseling Services

Vickie Longwill LCDC, ADC IlI, AAC
Addiction Speciallst
713-628-2980

Northshore/Channelview area
Linda Thompson LPC, LMFT
Mental Health Services
713-637-6000

Larry Carter
LMT

713-876-8899

getherapy.com
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|| world's largest known ¢ |||‘lf on of phot

Yes.
We have issues.

George Wishingtun M.andmark Pnrtrail. Gilbert Stuart

L'-]l_-l

Subscribe

to OutSmart and never
miss an issue again.

$23 for 12 months or $40 for 24 months.

imns.org or 71

Mﬂ Nea.fmus ffrrumsrrfprhn Dmmngs. {

Call 713/520-7237
or visit us online at
www.0utSmartMagazine.com

LET US
KEEP YOU COOL ol
FOR THE SUMMER! pe,',,‘m}‘}.,;; .'n r.,. rives
sl USES shiot ]
Lance Carnal [ into cultur |I.L. vents and icor
Owner

.

lejas Air, Inc.
igh July 13.Zilkha
216 Montrose Blvd, Infi

— i ——

832 287 6117 DIRECT

tejasair@sbeglobal net www.tejasair.com

yfo: wivw, hmins

] b‘e Rwdro ﬂle Promised Land: Mnrtml.ulherxmg Ir.
& ﬂletmfﬂfgﬁtsﬂ!nvemem. wenty black-and-white

Fm.mn'er er.frm I‘.&e Eﬂrl'.‘! feat

SLOn. | '|

Momentum BMW

The Ultimate
Driving Machi

Dilmen
New&Pre-Owned
Direct:832.818.66.777

k10{)02 Southwest Freeway,Houston TX 77074

Lisa T. Woo, 0.D. 71 3/864—3822

432 West 19th St www;. eyeheights.com
Mon., Tue., Thu., Fri 8a- 6p — Sat. 10a - 4p; Wed. & Sun, closed

YVONNE FEECE
PHOTOGRAPHY

PORTRAITS
PETS
HOMES
EVENTS

& MORE

Distinctive Gifts, Home Decor & More!

235 West 19" Street
(in The Heights)

caLL 832.876.1053

YVONNE@ YVONNEFEECE.COM

832.673.0099
www.blisson19th.com
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In The Tribeca Lofts at 1210 W. Clay St, Suite 4 Business News i Welcome Home!

: 2 ; by Tim Brookover . = .

’ Bering Memorial UMC
:rstate 45 North (28)/598- i .

IN THE RESTI\UHANT " ags " .
: ..where you can find reconciliation with

WIiner _y God, yourself and others.

immie.com

Wine Bar and Patio

77 il S0l : Casual Dining
Experience a Whole New ecenty, Paul owned and opened . Wine Gifts
Level of Fitness Training Gerc) Do s cling the v ; P Mseachuerts. and Brtsh Colm - v Wine Making Classes
Baz'ua-ﬂn gl B ners of the sPbeare e i wedding = F .

The new studio has a unigue loft-like feel

Unique Event Space

coachk

with the energy of a gym = .:‘-: l_:_l. ‘_' - . l:...-...l, ; 'I"-_\;_::l: I.- ) Custom Labe]ed Wine New Sermon Series fOI‘ ju!y & AHQ’USL‘
st ey ' L ' Twelve Steps Toward Healthy Living

Come find out how you can be freed from

Octavio Barrios, MD 3 v on the Huma i & addictions and how joy can come into your life
Board Certified Famuly Practice ' Campaign Cory e J .

3939 montrose through God's all-inclusive love.

iy sott : _ 713-.522-8282 1440 Harold Street
Bate Fomnltd st B sociation 'ﬁ saludwinery.com 713.526.1017 — beringumc.org
P e 2000 presidential can- - ' N j _TheKimpton hotels Services at 8:30 am & 10:50 am Sundays

Fanecs acocpiled

By apposntment only

The sciencg of HIV care is achieving high cell counts and low

Board cartified - Amercan Boand of Famly Practsce iy T W Mitchell Gold, and Tipper Gore
Manba - Amancan Acadenmy of Farmly Phrvsacans b ; e i

A et Bob Willams fetall store Sorf SHO ATBAREES, W TR ) %, -' 2008 AS’[I’OIOgiC&l Readlngs viral Iou The%I § healih care for people living.with.HIV

ealth issves that people with'HIV face.

liarns (left, seco : _ nhotels.cc The perfect gift for yourself and for the people you care about. is "? aging 4
g iy | Mentg, Wedrmd, T | CONBTESS L T B MEDIX KEWS The } Holiday gift certificates available!

S Remssoascs: Lasey Comler Homron Famby Healhears
106 Wissthemmey (a1 Bagbw) 7104 Spemosy Haghmeay : e Ll ol - o b
Hq N T P « TTRS and Core v Bunmw Cha E [ e i e T A .
i e e o S etinaad Sl . 5 ! Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
= s VI WITOUK 1 : kbt e by OutSmart Readers

care, treatment and support. We offer the promise of cho
quality care and @ name you

Ll Ll_Y RO D DY can trust, all in @ warm caring

_ ' Epat gl ! . ' atmosphere. Our HIV care team
.lpmes nl"&“_, MA Siase ik _ nity ar =N o O O O O is further strengthened by the
Licensed Professional Counselor ok 2| Ll T - ASTROLOGER 700+ UT Physicians specialists

b e, L] = o oo and sub-specialists who provide |
Sugar Land Office wnw.mitc] m s - — =l : - M their unique expertise fo our |

1600 Hwy 6, Suite 440 : g e e _ e E M PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP, patients.

Just off the SW Frwy W ROON .. . ' _ ‘ i 9 and BUSINESS READINGS « HIV/AIDS Care
Open and Affirming Pt ff Foineds ] ~ o Past Life Regressions * Primary Care
. ' n g - & * (linical Trials
o Reiki Master = HIV Pregnancy Care

Experienced in all * Access to UT Sub-Specinlists

GLET Related A Ihe i = . o Astrology Tape Series UT West Loop Health Center
Issues ! n the H ared, ] = Lha: i» it o el Consultations by 1776 Yorktown, Suite 150
a f 15 y i S i Appointment Only Houston, Texas 77056
cludes ad\ : ( sublica- 4 Information and Appointments
= GIFT CERTIFICATES = CREDIT CARDS
832.577.1610 D ovelty items, [ of 55 gles =4, a1 B AT / ISSUE. 713.572.8122
JamesDrew.net e - : . - v X .--.;- il _'.. ki 7 ] 3-529-5842 Free Onsite & Handicopped Parking
£ I \ newest C: - Smith made the an . . o Medicare & Most Insurance Plans U T* P H Y S l C lA N S
nents a m— LN |i||ycath@aol.com » www.lillyroddy.com s

Room is located at 9924 Hotel Palomar 9 e-mail. ®
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OutSmart Marketplace

- ACCOMMODATIONS

T __RVITENTING

QSFEIR’ 5 CAPGROUND
' RV Hookups
gl 9368942030

i RockinRRanch.net
Great Home Base Rates
Large Pool, Bath Houses/Laundry
6 miles West of TX Ren Festival

RAINBOW RANCH

Texas Largest GLBT

ampground.
Cabins, RV Sites,

Tenting, Lake,
Pavilion, Pool, Fishing, Boating, etc.
rainbowranch.net +888.875.7596

"i RAJNBOWVISION
T ':':.«S“\ TA FE
Beat the Heat.....See the Opera...
enjoy fine dining....meet new friends.
Fully furnished Short Te acation
Rentals. Call 505-428-2844
for availability and pricing

3 T
£ SECOMD

= ANTIQUE DEALER

* CATERING

NUNCIO'S CATERING. Dinner parties, small
or large - “size doas not matter” Servers and
bartenders available. From simple picnic hors
d'oeuvres to grand scale dishes, the choice is
yours. Ring us @ 281/381-0368.

*CHURCHES/SPIRITUALITY

532& ng-Stuebner
ocks east of

rE btw -45(exit
Kuykendah!

creativelife.org * 281.350.5157

Ereative Life
e
|5

« CLEANING/MAID SERVICE
S KAEHLER CLEANING |
SERVICE sirce 1995

*...continually the besi”
Ha@'dﬁﬂi:ll & Commerciol

) I'IIIIH ST\'I.IST

HI. | AM A HAIR STYLIST with 10 years
experience. | specialize in Permanent Hair
Straighting with CHI System & Haircuts for
women and men, | also do highlights, color &
perm. My website: salondavidlien.com
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= HEALTH & WELLNESS

Bl CURIOUS? Lots more to “Gay” than just
sex! Bill a Body Electric (bodyelectric.org)
trained Sacred Infimate (defined at my Daddy-
Blade.com site) can help you get orientated.
832/541-3166. Enjoy!

- MASSAGE

TABLE FOR ONE

LMT
LOUIS ZAMORA
832.978.6161

In/Out Hotel
louiszamora@aol.com

R\

HEALING HANDS MASSAGE Specializing
in Swedish Relaxation, Deep Tissue, Aro-
matherapy, Hot Stone Therapy, Headaches,
Back Pain, Sciatica. Linda Meyer AMT
018203, B32/419-2639. By Appointment
$5.00 off 1st Visil

Massage Therapy

Dave’s Hands
Know More Than He Does
Swedish » Polarty » Shiatsu
Hablo Pienso y Hago Con Mis Manos

832/443-2229

STILL AS GOOD AS EVER
IT - YOU'LL LIKE IT

#S8 Boy Next Door
MEsthetician/Massoge
s . "Therapist/Montrose

Kobi Baker
B32.816.1306
Facials - Back
Treatments
Health & Fithess

- MASSAGE

therapist

00T 200 -

|I,1

ORTS D{FP TISSUE

} Reward Yourself

A NICE TOUCH, RELAX-
ATION OF BODY AND
MIND BY

LEE

eyt

332 978. 701?

! iy
*Shower Available
*Central Galleria
location

MATT
713-277-8836

= Dt Calls Wekcoms
MAGIC HANDS
281/804-8027

BODYWORK
BY DAN-HANDS
On Massage-Swedish
DeepTissue-Masculine
rivate-Discreet
Mantrose Location-In/Out
9am to 10pm-713/857-1009.

- MASSAGE

& e

Montrose area
. Ask about July Specnai
4 Hands available

2 i Deep Tissue Massage
Sports Massage

BODY MASSAGE
713-042-2399
Roland, rut

ull Body » Feel a.m;k

Centrally Located

» Outcalls Wglgame e

= 7 Days/Evenings

DEEp TISSue » SwenIsH

ROBERT rMT
[713] 824-6230

www.twinpix.com/robert

- MASSAGE

Muscle Massage

HEALING HANDS. Caring & healing hands

with "‘\.'n:d sh, Deep Tissue mass Balanc-

Ken Claude, LMT .
713.240.9598

'HE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Tall

muscular, masculine, State Licensad. AMTA

redible, full
afe

~r[|1.--- 13 \r: experience, In

- = i
ROMAN BODY
MASSAGE THERAPY
Swedish » Deep Tissue
* Reiki» Aromatherapy

BALANCE

Ren r-.- Your Body
d & Spiril

www.romanbody.com
Brian, wr
713-806-2199

- MASSAGE

LifeStyle
Massage
Thera
Private ':ILE?(
Near Montrose
713.515.2882
Kasey, rMT

MASSAGE « Therapeutic = Relaxing * Ron
Howell, Registered Massage T"IE"E.l:lbl L
In 1 it Calls » 7 Days * Noon-Midnight

Cotrassee « Atera g
“In The Her'ghrs"
PMaturity and experience. Grest rates. Relaxing
therapettic massage in private studio in the

¥ Ia =;|rms<.=--ec 1

available

- PERSONAL TRAINER

- PHOTOGRAPRHY
AFFORDABLE, PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS

for you and your pariner, pels and family.
Private studio in Hi 5
ages avallable, po sitting fees
Images, 713 -5508. myspace
dlewisimages, davidiewisimages.c

= PET SERVICES

gav

Who's watching

the kids when
you're away?

IN THE HEIGHTS

Competitive Rates: 524 /day or 512 per visit.
Special 25% Cash, or New Client Discount!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

GOT PETS?

“Pets love lo be home even
when you can't be there.”
Pet Sitting & House Sitting
Call Loyal
713.705.6125

Volunteers Needed!
pet patrolZ

thepetpatrol.org
or cantact Ryan Johnson

ryblaifjohnson @yahoo.com

= REAL ESTATE/FOR LEASE
OR SALE

2ND FLOOR GALVESTON ISLAND UNIT
- VICTORIAN CONDOMINIUM, with a fabu-
lous view of the Gulf of Mexico and one of
the two pools. Unit is far sale or rent, It is out
of the rental pool and you can pick a key up
at the front desk to show. Lease terms are
3 month or less lease $895.00 per month. 6
months or more $800.00 per month, Tenant
pays electricity. Saller says that the unit is
currently free and clear of all special assess-
ments. Fumished, 2 TV's, sleeps six people
Vireal Tour i3 on MLS#9848379. Please
contact Gene Bindhammer, Deem Realty,
409/457-5445

= REAL ESTATE/FOR SALE

WALK TO JR'S by night, qulet street by
day! Own this one-of-a-kind tewnhouse for
under 200k! mantenance or HOA fees!
201 1morgan.com

FABULOUS HOME AND GARDEN in se-
cluded park-like setting facing the Braeswag
':rrl and 'nnnnes from the

'srn"'-,clam Iw- ar all your "'Ln':"SI:; 5e\r—'-r.-;
g areas. Art I|Jl.t| g in living and dining
large priva e
out with 'Jﬂfl

Il Cave with &
3-270-4477

1110 Bomr'.a

Lovely Montrose Bungalow
karenderr.com MLS 1389243

- REMODELING/REPAIRS
FREE

PAINTING = TEXTURES = 832.587.3804

- SERVICES

RENT-A-CLERGY
Let Thomas assist
you to honor life’s
special events, Holy
Unions, Memorials,

713/522-7626

MANSCAPING IN MONTROSE. Body Waning
and Grooming Services. For Men Cnly. Same
Private Location for 8 Yars. Rates and Appoint
ments: Dale at manscaping@ aol.com.

CALL: GBIIISE

et e ! et ot ot et

J i — )
— o —

—— ="

Listen & Repr to Ads FREE!

Houston
713.225.5500
FREE code 4709
CALL NOW!

For other cities call

(888) MegaMates

QutSmart’s
Circulation
Numbers!

An ad placed in OutSmarl magazine
reaches loval, interested readers. Out-
Smart’s circulation figures are audited in-
dependently by Verified Audit Circutation,
your guarantes of an accurate count.

\ Y VERIFIED

ALIDIT CIRCLILATION
Verified Audit Circulation is a national

www verifiedaudit.com
auditing service respected for over 50
years in the publishing Industry.

MARKETPLACGE AD RATES

Deadline: July 15 for the Aug 08

Marketplace Classifieds are per column inch. Column inch width is 1.688. Word line ads are
30 words or less, plus $1 per additional word and 50 cents for all werds in bold, Add additional
B6 per issue io have your classified ad appear on our websile. Ads can also be placed on our
secure wabsite at www.OutSmartMagazine.com

Marketplace 1 Month 3 Menth
Color Boxed Ad pecinch 568 564
B/W Boxed Ad sorinct §51 548
30-Word Line Ad 336 333

lssue: Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX, or Discover
Or FAX [t 713/522-3275. Sorry, we do not bill. Mall ad & payment to: OutSmart 3406 Audubon
Houstan, TX 77006-4412. For more information, call 713/620-7237.

6 Month 12 Month
859 855
$46 §43
530 328
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JULY 2008 FOR ADVERTISING INFO CALL 713/520-7237.

ACCOMMODATIONS

Commodore On the Beach, The
commodoreonthebeach. com .
Galveston Seashell Getaways
galvesionzeasheligetaways com..... 409/930- 1351
Sand'N Sea Pirates Beach
sandnsea.com

San Luis Resort

5222 Seawall Bivd

- B00/231-0921

- ADDT37-2656

ADT44-1500

Sheraton Houston Brookholliow
3000 North Loop West ... - 713/613-0643
Tha Victorian Gondo/Hotel
6300 Seawall/Galveston............ 800/231-6363
__ADULT WEBSITES
menzong.net
. menzong.net
ADVERTISING/MARKETING

Gay and Lesbian Yellow Pages
1712 Montrose Bhvd ........oceoenee T13M42-0084
Gay and Losbian Rainbow Fages

- 2B1/997-9778
lJuls-mart :Magazlne

3406 Audubon Place .. T13/520-7237

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

A.J. Warren Service Caompany

7514 Fairbanks N. Houston T13/466-6136
Tejas Air Inc .. . B32287-6117
__ APARTMENTS/ APT. LOCATORS

Alistar Locators

alistarfocEtors.com 713476-0022

Amaifi at Hermann Park

amalfmthermannpark.com ... B66/922-2384

LI APPLIANCES

MEM Vacuum

BBOT Kirby ... < T13/B66-1773
ARTISTS

Artisan at Large / Carolyn Costes

. \713/305-2857
Art League of Homston
1953 Montrse T13/523-4053

ASTROLOGER

E Lilly Roddy Astrology
o 713/529-5842
" 10% OFF ASTROLDGICAL READINGS.

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES

James J. Burneft, Attorney
14090 Soutwest Fwy, Ste 300 281/201-91186
Law Offices of Jimmy Doan, Attomey

Dne Greenway Piaza, Suite 100...... T13/B00-4747
Law Office of Griffin D. Vance

ariffin@gdviaw.com

I“hllltp N. Staughter, Attorney at Law
H20 Richmand..... R, , 713/533-0009
Dwane L Todd, &ttomey at law
dwanetodd@yahoo.com.

713/904-7539

713/965-0658

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

Autohaus KEH

2815 San Jacinto ... u.
Montrose Car Care Center
3807 Montrose

Tech Auto Maintenance

713/658-3393

T13/524-2109

Satum of Houston
houstonsatum.com ... .......... 1-800-4-SATURN
Star Motor Cars/Mercedes-Benz/Rick Benson

7000 Katy Rd........... 713/B6E-68T9
Volvo of Clear Lake
Guif Freeway & NASA.. 1-800-MEW-VOLVD

West Huustﬂrl Volkswagen

17113 Katy Freeway 2B1/675-8600

BICYCGLE SALES/SERVICE
Biue Line Bicycle Laboratory
3302 White Dak.......... e d 1 B02-1707
CAB COMPANY

Liberty Cab
libertycatinet .. T13BYS-6700

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS/TEMPLES
Bering Mamorial
1440 Harold M3/526-1017
Creative Life Spirftual Center
5326 Spring-Stusbner 281/350-5157
Community Gospel Church
G048 Aurora ., . 713/880-9235
Integrity Houston

integrityhouston. org
Myoken Buddhist Templa
5 nichiren-ghu. org/houston
Resurrection MCC
2025W 11th St

i T13/B61-9149
St Paul's United Islalhndist Chun:ﬁ

Show your OutSmart Pride Card and get special discounts, free

admissions, and exclusive offers from OutSmart advertisers!
(Look for the == pride card and merchant offer)

Meteor

2306-08 Genesen ... i § VONOR 10123
Montrase Mining Cnmpany

BOS Pacific... e T13/520-7488

Ranch Hill Salmn

24704 |-45 North, Spring..........
South Beach

810 Pacific Street. ...
Strand Theatre

2317 Ship's Mechanic Row .,
Theatre Under The Stars

281/298-8035

713/529-T623

409/TE3-45891

futs.com.. T13/568-TUTS

Verizon Wireless Theaﬂer

520 Texas Ave T13/230- 1666

Whispers Bar

226 First 51. Humbée. 281/358-2000
~_ FINANCIAL SERVICES

Edward Jones/ Jennifer Riley

b M) | ) PSS .7 13/861-7225

Green/White Amdm

1225 N. Loop West, Ste. 1030...

Shockiey Tax Advisors

2408 Commerce 5t ............
UBS/Grace 5. Yung
grace.yungEbs.com
UBS/Jacqueline M. Jacobsen
jacqueling jacobsen@ubs.com

T13/654-0260

S120479-5225

FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS

5501 Main T14/528-0527 Hardcore Pilates/Wayne Davis
3701 Kirby #436 .. 832/338-8091
{ Gym
CLEANING SERVICES 1501 DUMDBIN coeeviomeiiarsiensameriinn ] 1300808191
Pertaction Plus Service yywese.cary  The Coach Kimmie Sports Studio/Kimberly Marfer
: i3y ch 1210 W Clay, Ste 4 ... . B32/043-FITT
NiaMoves.
~ COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT 508 Pacore. 71UB6EA-4260
mns anndmmn of Houston TRK Fitness/Steve
3202 WesSlayan. .o . 713/623-6796 4675 Beechnut T13/B67-7072
Urban Fitness

Gay & Leshian Community Center
3400 Montrose
Houston Buyer's Club

713/524-3818

3224 Yoakum . T13/520-5268

PRIDE Houston

1415 Callfornba.. ... pridehouston.org
COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVIGES

Copy.com

1201-F Westhelmer . 7135281207

PG Home Tech

pehometech.com . BA2/406-924R

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

City D1 Eureka Springs, Arkansas
cltyoleurekasprings.org .. ; et
Dallas Comvention and \"mitnls Bumau
gibtdalias com... ...

_ EDUCATION
Art Institute of Houston

1800 Yorktown .. T13/623-2040

ENERGY

37 Waugh Drive... T13/863-5244
AUTOMOTIVE SALES

Advantoge BMW Midtown

2101 San Jacinto @ Gray 713/289-1200

Bentiey of Houston

1530 West Loop South....................B8B/237-3305

Best Mazda/Hyundal/Darrin Davis

Soutwest Freeway & Beliway 8......T13/517-6542

Joe Myers Toyota/Edwin Cruz

1801 0 Northwest Freeway.. T13/8TH-2086

Mercedes Benz 0f G

3000 SWEW ..........ceve. s Difmen @ 832/B18-6677

Momentum Volkswagen

2405 Riehmond........... ... . T13/586-3300

Gillman Auto Group

www. gllmanauto.com

Planet Ford 204003 |-45 North
Rudy Gonzalez/Servica

.. BTTI268-2276

BEA/251-0135

Scoft Sprouse/Sales .. 281/465 3804
Sand Dollar AutoPlex/John Nagy

8020 Broadway, Galveston ............. 409/744-5711
100 JULY 2008 CQutSmart

Ambit Energy - Joa Rios
wnee joerios. ambitenergy biz 409/256-7532

~___ ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE

3rd Coast Beach Bar

3102 Seawall BIVG .......umercissionss 408/765-6911
Aliey Theatre

alleythealrB.org e seimeiassins
Anita’s Bar & Grille

2408 Grant.....
Broadway Across America
broadwayacrossamenca.com
CROCKER

2312 Crocker Street s
Gilbert & Sullivan Society of I|mr51un
wiww.gllbertandsullivan.net............ 7 13627-3570

713/220-5T00

-.anitabump.com

T13/629-3700

Grand 1884 Opera House, The

thegrand.com, Galveston.. o BOVEZ-1894
Groove

2416 Posloffice, Galveston ...........-408766-7T71
Guava Lamp

BTOWALGN. cruesicsnss simaisssasssseren 1 10 DRA=S 358
Island Etc Theater

|slandetc.org, Galveston ............... BTT/TE2-3556
JR's/Santa Fe

808 Pacific « T13521-2519

2008 Postoffice Sireet Galveston.... 409/621-2678

—_ GROCERIES

Kroger

3300 Montrose..
HAIR/NAIL/SALONS

NU-Cuts Hair Salon

515 Westhaimer TI524-T858

White Salon

320 West Gray

......... T 1 3526-7865

13/524-7100

Houston Aesthetic & General Dentistry
130 Waugh Br........oooovroe..en.. T13/626-2424

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES/PRODUCTS

City of Houston/Medical Monitoring Project.. hous-
tontx. gowhealth/epidemiologyhmmp/indes himl
Houston Buyer's Club Nutritional Supplements
3224 ¥oakirm - T13/520-5288

Legacy Community Health Services

215 Westheimer i, T13/830-3000
Maontrose Cnunselhnu l:enuu

401 Branard 713/529-0037

“HEALTH GARE-MASSAGE THERAPIST

Mlan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch
..................... i 713/842-0023
hvalon School of Massaee
2990 Richmond, Sta 200..
Larry Carer, LMT
farrycarterimimassagetherapy.com7 1 38 7E6-8500
Ryan Fugate, RMT

Ryanmassageworks.oom ... T13/266-7426
Joel Leal, RMT

T13/333-5250

................. T13/397-8508
l]a'm:l TrHIl.‘o RMT

1140 Smith B32/274-3853
Sparks Body Therapy

Located in The Heights................T1A/B05-8264
Your Body in Harmony/Joseph Moare, LMT
['mooreb 7 Egmail com 713/492-5400

HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

Houston Eye Associates/Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101 .. 713/868-9118

_HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC

Chimney Rock Chiropractic/Art Keller, 0T,

3033 Chimney Rock .. TI3781-3344
Kirbry Health&Weliness Center/Kenneth W. Lester
3930 Kirby Dr,, Ste. 1048 ... 713/526-5252
Menand Chiropractic/Byron K. Menard, D.C.

J40K0 Montrose; Ste 550........ T13/526-5958

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY

Tomy Carroll, LMSW-ACP

1006 MiSSOU ......covrvesrearrarsiasenrs T13/527-0000
James Drew,MA, Licensed Profession] Counselor
jamesdrew.net ... oy B3XETT-1610
D. "Woodja" Flanigan, MS, LPA
2600 Southwest Fwy, Ste 409 ... T13/580-0804
Daniel B, Garza, MD

2990 Richmond, Ste 428.............. 281/m10-8190
David Genae, PhD
1712 Fairview.. 713/8949-3768

Enod Gray, LMSW-ACP, l:
4200 Montrose
Steve Melton, MS, LPG, Lli'IFI'

4200 Montrose, Ste 540 . T13/560-6406
Denise 0'Doherty, MSN, LPC, LMFT, AN
3730 Kirby, Ste 910, . T13/524-0525
Robert Snallgrove, I.HS'N-M:P
4200 Montrose, Ste 540
D. Scott Stankey, MS, LMFT-LPC
1458 Campbell, Ste 2608 ...
Jett Vannice, PhD
1415 N Loop West, Ste 780

T13i522-7014

T13522-7014
281/960-3997

T13/426-8455

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS

" HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS

Eye Contact

{165 Westheimer, Suite 135 .. 113/520-6600
Eve Elegance

38966 Westheimer . ..o T 13M622-4411

Eye to Eye/Or Lisa Woo, EII:I

432 West 19th 713/864-8822

R.J. Cassidy

2900 Westhaimar T13/523-8662

Spectacles on Montrose

4317 Montrose # 2........corveveenreene 1 13/829-3837
HEALTH CARE=PHYSIGIANS

Detavio Barrios, MD

106 Westheimer, Ste A T13/942-7546
Casmetic Surgery Associates/Hector Vierra, MD
www beauty-surgeon com 713/661-5255
Midtown Physicians, LTD.L L P/FredWorthMD.com
3306 Fannin SL........ vy 1 13/022-1788
Sugar Land Colon am:l Fhu:lal Clinic
16659 SW Frawy/Sugar Land ...
Thomas Sireel Health Cenmeri:HB
2015 Thomas Street..........

BT

T1AIBT3-4000

UT West Loop Health Center
1776 Yorktown, Ste,150 J13/572-8122
HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE
Amergjuve
2800 Sage........ 713/960-6262
Realis Medical Spa
ousionareakaser.com..................281/855-5282

Skin Renalssance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MO
106 Westheimer, Ste .. .« 713/942-7546

_HOME BUILDERS
Clinton Prestige Homes
dinfonprestige.com ...,
Loyd Russel Homes
LoydRusselHomes.com......

.......... 713/588-3623

T1372003-3533

Dasis Infown

DESISHEIWTLCOM ..o ciiiiniianiin 713/242-7900
Reuther Homes

reutherhomes.Com.. ... ..o 713/266-4424
Urban Living

UrbanIVING.COM.... vveeromrrissereerie 1 13/ 06E=-7226

HOME FURNISHINGS/AGCESSDRIES

Bruce W. Smith, DDS

1006 Missour .. 713/520-4364
Cary Logan, DDS, PA
530 Watsgh... . T13/942-8508

Heather M, Willmare, DOS =~

7500 San Felipe T 137266-4222

Audio Video Designs

7300 Southwes] Fay.....ccooccmereeien T13TTE-8444
Bliss on 18th

235 West 15th.... .- BA2M6T3-00899
Cantoni

9889 WesthEIMER ..coummmiamiirsinad, 13T 57 -9494
Chic Warehouse

713/822-3392
T13/860-1414

T R e i
345 W 19th

Ligne Rosel

GEODKIEY 1oocesvassiwanisnssmsssrissminsns | BT 1 22
Pride of Persia Rug Co.

1001 West Loop North T13/684-4653
Roche-Bobois

4410 San Felipe F13629-0442

HOME REMODELING/CONSTRUCTION

Airline Vacuum

6210 Airline close to downtown. ... 7130681-1641
Aramco Storm Shutters

5106 Broadway/Galveston.... ... A0%/TH2-9652
Larry French Enterprises
larryfrench.net ..

Designer Bath and Kitchen
designerbath-kitchen, com
House Painting by Hand

T13956-7733
.. 281/994-2000

2 T13263-0004
Interior Door Concepts
S5d-A Katy Frwy oo
Power Technologies
G210 Airline chyse to downtown.....
SpaceMan Home & Office

T13/467-3667

T13/691-1641

3556 West TC Jester | .. 113/688-8808
INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS
David Lorms/Farmers

1244 Candlglight Lane. ........c........ 113/688-B668
Fob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers

Jason Garcia

B575 W, Loop South, Ste. 185........ T1661-7700
Fab Schmerter Insurance Agency/Farmers/

Fob Schmerer

6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 713/661-7700

JEWELERS

LW, Marks Jewelers

3841 Belfaire Blvd. . .. T 13/668-5000

LANDSCAPING/PODLS
A.J's Landscaping & Design, Inc.
a ':éﬁﬂﬁﬁ[‘:'ﬂ[!-ll'l-f;.i’.ﬂm J T13/957-0449

PEST CONTROL SERVICE
EnviroTreat Pest Control

............. TYYTTT-2847
JnnStal Pm Contral
T13732-T742
PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES
Aussie Pet Mobile

ppetmobele, com rererianss T 1 IBT4-THI2
Put Sitting Service in the Heights ... 713/868- 3698

PHOTOGRAPHY/FILMING

Dafton DeHart Photography .......... . T13/622-2202
Varsity Productions / John Conroy

217 B8, T TY542-827T
Yvonne Feece Phoh:granhy

yronnefesce.com . B32/876-1053

PLUMBING

Lary French Enterprises
myfrench net 713/956- 7733
U-Plumb-t

1424 Montrose s 1 13/042-2277
Villagé Plumbing & l'q;pliance

BRALE § 4T " — B b

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

1201-F Westheirmer 7 13/528-1201

— PSYCHIC/INTUITIVE READERS

g Lilly Roddy Astrology
713/529-5842
"10% OFF ASTROLOGICAL READINGS.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES-REALTORS _

Bill Ilanrnum"l(aren Derr & Assoc,

UrBUling2328@a0L.00M ...oovocernane T 1 34 78-T3B5

Maxim Real Estate

MAKIMIBARYNET .o ieiviiiie e 201/ 286-2046
Melissa Andrews/Trend Setier Realty
TxHomeBuyersClub.com,............ - 281/541-3069

il Baldwin/Karen Derr & ASS0C.
1545 Heights Bive ... .. .281/850-6862
Uarvid Bowers/The House Company
tavid@davidbowers.com ...
Holy BeszbormuKaren Derr & Assoc.
1545 Helghts Blvd . 2B81/650-2726
Lody Bowman/Keller Williams
codybowiman com 4 T713/621-8001
Hichard Buenteffo/Karen Derr & Assoc.

45 Helghts Bivd ... oo roer. 281/222-8311
Hruce Chambers/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1545 Heights B ... ovecreronrones 1 1 B22-157T

409/763-2800

Penny Clissold/Prudential Gary Greene
pennyclissald@garygreene.com,... 713/208-2100
Terre Coffman/Coldwall Banker

1505 Heights Bled ... weed 1 3/B66-TBOS

Teery l:nnﬂng!.un.fmm wllllams
............................................... T13530-0800
Mike Copenhaver/RaMax Metro

2626 Richmond............... e 11 E28-2963
Bob Derr/Karen Derr & ussuc

1545 Haights Bivd ... T1875-7049
Karen Derr/Karen Derm & A.ssnt.

1545 Heights Bivd - 713r862-1600
Alien Frieze/ReMax Metro

2626 Richmond.. . B32-419-0960
Theresa Garznﬂtaran l}ﬂl‘f & .&ssof.

1545 Heighs Bivd: ... T13/444-9099

Richard Hill'Keller Williams

550 Post Oak, Ste 350...... 713828-7866
Bruee Hutmacher/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd 2081/216-0557
Jerry Jaggers/Maren Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd . F13/501-7076
Clifford Johnson/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Helghts Blvd . 713/819-0519
Marty Justus/Karen Derr & Assoc,

1545 Heights Bhvd. . i
Ronnie Kee/Prodential Gary Graunn
innerioopliving.cam. L T13E57-4404
Lynette LewJPrUdnnlial Uar'r erns
hmettelew.com. : LT1A5R2-2202
Rich Manhmaran Der & Asmc.

1545 Heights Bivd. ... .. T13/BEB-9008
Astrion Martini/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd

Kim McClure/Oakington Realty

550 Post Dak, Ste 470

Maera Nobile/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd . B32/466-1429
Rhonda Power/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Helghts Blvd, ...

Dan Puryear/ReMax Metro
donpuryear@remax.net................ 713302-6543
Vinod Ramant/Urban Living Realtors

5023 Washington .............coew 7 13/B68-7226
Heather Rayner/Karen D lm E ASSDC.

1545 Heights Blvd. ... T13/B75-4366
Glaire Reiswerg/Sand'N Sea Pirates Beach

. T13/538-7870

B32/678-THE6

T13Mm22-17ar

T13/B75-T287

Www, sandnsea.com 40907 37-2556
Lyssa Graham Reynolds/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd. ...oocoooiiniepens 409/939-1251

Steve Rooke/Heritage Texas Properiies

L R e e 713/225-5565
Robert Searcy./Texas Real Estate
rps324@msan.com
Suzanne Anderson Properties
andersonprops. corm..
Gonnia Taylor/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Blvd 713/408-9709
Sheree Thompson/Earen Oem & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd T13/204-4828
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramaonte Realty
1802 Broadway, 122, Galveston..
Brian Teichman/Karen Derr & Assoc
1545 Hedghts Bivd e T13/858-4136
Roberta J. Walters/Karen Dem & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd e 2B1/222-4468
Tim Womble/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd
Robert Zahn/Karen Derr & Assoc.
KaranDerm.com. ..
Kenneth Zarella/Keller 'ﬂﬁl]lams

BI2/279-5332

713/862-0000

A409/TE5-8837

T13/819-8500
409/939-9237

713/203-3533

ﬁE.A]. ESTME—LEN DERS

Market Cale

1528 Ave L, Galveston ... AVTRI-4400
Mod Coffes & Tea

2126 Postoffice ouceiieiianiinn . ADA/TB5-5659
Mosquito Cafe

fi28 14th Street Galveston 4097763-1010
Mympia Grill

4908 Seawall Bivd. Galveston........ 409/766-1222
Rainbow Lodge

2017 Eia Boulevard ... ... T 1310861 -8666
Salud! Winery

39349 Montrose, Suite G 713/622-8282
Speculoos European Pastries & Chocoiates

216 Tremont @ 23rd ...y A0 ¥V0-9337
Vietopia Vietnamese Cuisine

5176 Buffalo Speedway ............... T13/684-7303
Zigyy's Healthy Grill

2202 W Atabama T 13H527-8588
302 Fairview .. ... B32/519-0476

_SPECIALTY RETAIL

Cody GrizzoffifPrime Lending
832/541-1103
Jm Mchnaid Mudgnge (‘.orpuasm Baca

2323 5 Shepherd, Ste 915 . 2B1/658-7220
RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS

1304 Gantina

1308 MONOSE ......copiiensions senerer TIHBOT-8100

AKA Sushi House

2390 West Alabama ... v i T 1AB0T-THTS

BB's

2710 Mantrose T1/524-4499

Cate Adobe

2111 Westheimer. . T13/528-1468

Eat Cetera

408 25th Galveslon ... 408/762-0803

El Thempo Cantina

3130 Richmond Ave ... TERBO7-1600

5602 Washington Ave..........rmmeeed 136813645
Los Cucos Mexican Cate

5851 Westheimer Suite A............... T13/278-2802
Mardi Gras Grill

1200 DUrHEM oceesiesisnss s 713/864-5600

Black Hawk Leather
711 Falrview _........ cevicine T13fLeather
Bonaparte Antiques & [:usaum Framing
BonaparteAntigues.com ... 713/533-9333
Carmen's 24 Hrs Boutigue & Video
carmensboutioua.com................... T13799-1300
Executive Adult DVD Superstors & Theater

14002 Northwest Fwy ..o 713MB2-51 52
Hawthorme Street Collection

1017 Hawthome..........eceveesresmnnen B32/545-4644
Hollywood Frame Gallery
2427 Bissonnet

2N Bodywear

713/942-8885

N2Nbodywear com

Surprises Gifts

100 Westheimer 713/266-9400

Urban Soles Dutpost

S06WI1Mh...... s i b s T1.3/880-1187
TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS
Premier Paging & Wireless

2220 Murphy Road, Stafiord ... 281/575-8500

CALL FOR PRIDE CARD SPECIALS

Telecom Wireless Services Inc

12320 Bedlairo .. 281/568-6108

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Conclerge Travel, Inc
A0 MIMOER -1 riasasrisasnsiassisisnr T13/661-2117
Gayribbean
gayribbeancruises.com..., . B77/560-8318
Pride Cruise
pridecruise_nal . B66/929-T779

Linked Viatical Benefits ...........c..es.. 800/275-3000

— WEBSITE DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT _

Atomar/Anthony Bures .................713/528-0404

Thank you for supporting the
DutSmart advertisers.
Please be sure to tell them

you saw their ad in OutSmart

OutSmart Is Expanding

Now accepting applications for:

Managing Editor
OutSmart is expanding and seeks

an experlenced Managing Editor
with the spint and drive to advance
our publications to the next level,
The Managing Editor has leadership
qualities and is highly skilled in
multi-tasking, prioritizing and creative
development. He/she communicates
effectively to achieve OutSmart
magazine's goals, cultivates positive
relationships and embraces diversity,
oversees Treelance and in-house
editorial staff to produce high-guality
publications on schedule. The
Managing Editor ensures editorial
standards as well as deadlines are
met and Is hands-on through all
phases of the editorial/production
process including planning publication
content and layout; assigning, editing
and tracking articies; writing articles
as necessary; approving final pages
and guality assurance of publication
prior to shipping to printer.

OUR MANAGING EDITOR WILL:

= Implement standards and policies
to ensure that the publication is
factually and grammatically correct;
maintain quality control for assigned
publications, supplements and other
special projects.

= Synchronize efforts of freelance and
other staff, set editorial schedule to
correlate with art/design production,
and coordinate article acquisition
Process.

= Establish and reinforce measurabls
goals, identify and remove
obstacles, evaluate and monitor
progress, make adjustments as
needed

= Facilitate article acquisition process
through regular correspondence
with authors and others interested
in contributing articles, clarifying
publication policies, addressing

issues and coordinating schedules

+ Copyedit manuscripts; write aditori-
alg, articles, and miscellaneous copy
as appropriate; in print and online
writing responsibilities are required

= Train, coach, and provide feadback
to freelanca writers as well as
editorial staff members and act in a
managemaent capacity

= Confer directly with publisher to
formulate publication strategies, plan
production, develop budgets; discuss
topics for self-generated articles
and other projects: and brainstorm
business development opportunities,
Attend events and represent OuiSmart
magazine within the community.

REQUIRED:

+ Degree in Journalism, English,
Communications or other relevant
field or commensurate experience

* Five+ years of relevant journalism/
writing experience,

* Demonstrated organizational and
project management skills, including
the ability to work in a deadline-
oriented environment.

= Demonstrated competency in use
of editing and proofreading skills to
resolve stylistic, grammatical, and
form of written material.

= Proficiency with desktop publishing
word processing software and
knowledgeable in effective use of
graphic design.

= Excellent written and aoral
communications skills.

= Self-motivated and able to work
Independently and with minimal
direction.

= Website content developmeant
experience preferred.

Email résumé plus
writing clips to
greg@outsmartmagazine.com
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Galveston’s Largest Gay
/Dance Club & Show Bar

409/766-7771

?.
2416 Postoffice Street

Galveston, Texas

Rascal’s Happy Hour

7 days a week

metgor.

Urban Piano Lounge

2306-08 Genesee | (713) 521-0123
meteﬂrhﬁusmn_.c_oln_

Whispers Bax

226 First Streect
Huaummble Texas
Where the beer is twice as cold & everyone knows your name

TGRA Drag Show June 7" @ 8:00 pm
Come celebrate Pride with us!

com | KBwhispersbar@yahoo.com

981.359.2000 | www whispersbar

- RANCH HII.I. SAI,OOH

Home or THE COLDEST BEER &1“ THe WARMEST WELCOME

STOREFRONT

Join us 0 THE NORTH SIpE

DAILY DRINK SPECIALS - THURS. Kﬂuo’: w/HEATHER Moox
WWW.RANCHHILL.COM WWW.MYSPACE.COM/THERANCHHILLSALOON

281-298-90 145N, SP

71386

Would your business like to profit from this space?

Monthly Gay & Lesbian Spending Patterns

* Dines Dut 4-5 times per week + Attends Live Performances
2-3 times per month + Goes to a Club or Bar 2 times 3 week

Dt
Call 713.520.7237
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a perch for viewing
CROCKER acific Siree

W |—|L||| o bar piu
enery. 805 Pacits = 713/5, i

Houston

THE PEACOCK INTERN&TIDNAI.
his comfy nefghbarho |..- 15 helmed by local Lating
ras: Thie musi me (s Tejan

Crocker 5t

RAINBOW ROOM

Every Thursday, Hedther Moon hosts kaaake at thes north Houst

LA ACADEMIA
i tirt flavor rule at this dance bar an the

i COLIFSE, Inaddiliodn e

DECADES
Thas casual newghborhood §

VIVIANA'S

hubs, in a nesw location, apgeals 1o fans of Lating music and drag alike. 4624

BELLA nl?ﬁlﬁnf?gn_ﬁ._ b i 2 s Spring

FANCH HILL SALOON

T I, i the ro GEORGE

Regular

BLUR )

_ Tygne Humble
i pm. 617 Fairyiey 3 WHISPERS
GUAVA LAMP ‘

Galveston
JAD COAST BEACH BAR

JR'S BAR & GRILL

With house emeee Kali, OurSemarr's Cayesta eatest

GROOVE

nd keracke, BOS Pacific 51
MHNGO VIDEO LOU NGE

Lo i b Iner Wed.~5at, spot has a

eawall Boy

JEERT’S LAFITI'E

va ) SEreE qLetie Hiock = T13/666-7472

wwiw.chanceshar com

CLUB 2020

Bryan/ College Station
HALO VIDEOQ BAR

MONTHOSE MINING COMPANY || North Main

Studly miale dancers bump and grind every night at this

Whos watching

the kids when
youre away?

Pet Sitting &

IN THE HEIGHTS

eres 1ooking ar you, Kids.

Recent event photos
on the wehsﬂe'

Black Tie Dinne

Expenienced » Bonded « Professional « References
Competitive Rates: $24/day or §12 per visit.
Special 25% Cash, or New Client Discount!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

Gay | =lv..com

m m-lrnr uﬁh

The {5LAT-FrisediyCommunty af Four Fagertinn

Roberts] g Fitte

‘}groove

ton Pride Band

Need a pmiesaunal photographer for your special
event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202.

. iofi’ii I'ESEI"i’ﬂIIIJJIS)

R ~?

e

Thanks to our community supporters!

A Gy Yellow Zagas

Gayislander.com
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by Lilly Roddy

verall this is a smoother month than June,

and we should see some relief from the

economic pressures we have been dealing
with for a while. Most of the planets are in water
or earth signs, which will create a greater sense
of ease with most things. * On the 2nd, there is a
new Moon in Cancer as our country gets ready to
celebrate its 232nd birthday. This will instill in all of
us a sense of wanting to be closer to our family or
finding a “family” that we can feel a part of. Many of
us may feel a strong disconnection if we don't have
that family or clan tie. The full Moon on the 18th will
be in Capricorn. This will stimulate us 1o be safer
and more security-conscious and will inspire many
to work on becoming financially prepared in these
times of economic stress. * The Sun flows through
Cancer and blazes through Leo on the 22nd. Mer-
cury is back up to speed and finishes her journey
through Gemini and enters Cancer on the 11th and
finally makes it into Leo on the 26th. Lovely Venus
begins the month in Cancer but also enters the
sign of Leo on the 12th. Mars moves into the sign
of Virgo on the 1st. The rest of the planets stay in
their current positions.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). June is always a
family month for you. You will want to recreate that
sense of family this month. You may be looking to
make your current living quarters more comforiable
or have even been looking for a new place to live
With the 4th af July, you will want to have people into
your home. The career sector is full of opportunity
this month, and you are more prepared to act on
openings. Exercise and diet programs are on your
agenda. At the end of the month, you are more play-
ful and may want to slack off some of the projects
you started in early July.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You are getting your
message across better this month. And you are
definitely in an organizing mood. Some of you are
restless and will need to get out of town and break
up your routines. Money and career activities seem
to be more successful without your really trying.
Relationships are a bit touch and go through the
first half of the month but get much better later.
At month's end, family relationships take over the
spotlight. Make sure you have put family time on
your calendar.

GEMINI (May 21-=June 21). | know you are all glad
that Mercury, your ruler, is no longer retrograde,
because that has made your life so, so, so much
better. You are turning your aftention to your financial
picture. Get that part of your life organized. By mid-
month, you are even able to get a raise or increase
the fees your charge others. If you are considering
asking for a raise, the best time is between the 10th
and the 22nd. Some of you are thinking about start-
ing your own business. Keep moving forward on that
notion. Relationships require more work than you
are prepared for. Family time is more stressful. Avoid
your family and others’ families as well.

LEO (July 23-August 22). July is a time of rest and
ratreat for you. Even with the holiday time, you are
inclined to spend more time alone. Be sure that you
don't overextend yourself, at least during the first half
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CANCER (lune 22-July 22). You are in an
upbeal mood for your birthday this year. There
is such a sense of change, and you can feel it.
In fact, you have already begun to start clean-
ing out things and throwing things away. This
can include stuff in your attic, old lovers, and
excessively bitchy family members. People
need to be on their toes around you since you
are nol holding back with people this year.
Relationships are still very good. If you are
single, this is a good time to find someone
to be involved with. Your social magnetism is
very high for the rest of this year, but especially
strong far this month. Make sure you have a
party for your birthday.

7

of July. Pay attention to your financial condition this
month and next month. If you have been avoiding
some problems, they will be showing up this month.
However, work opportunities are still out there. Even
your current situation can improve as long as you
don't assume the role of the victim. Keep a low
profile at the end of the manth

VIRGO (August 23-September 22). You have
an interesting month with Mars, planet of action,
entering your sign for the next 45 days along with
Saturn, planet of focused concentration and struc-
ture. Sometimes when these planets meet, as they
will on the 9% 10" and 11", you will feel rather
repressed, having to stifle your anger. You may even
feel that those around you judge you unfairly, Try to
listen and most of all, don't take this too personally.
You are just more sensitive than usual, and you will
want to strike back, You may feel justified now but
regret your actions later. Get some rest at the end
of the month.

LIBRA (September 23—-0ctober 23). Career activ-
ity is highlighted for you this month. Certainly, this is
a great time for you ta take action. There are several
opportunities opening up for you. People are going
ta be ready with apen arms to accept you. Friends
will play an especially important role in this part of
your life. Do plenty of networking if you are looking
fora new job or career path. Remember that you are
looking for something different, so don't just take
the first thing that comes along because it satisfies
your financial needs. Relationship energies are a bit
smoother. Keep working on them.

SCORPIO (October 24-November 21), A change
of routine, habits, and environments are just what
the doctor ordered. Make sure that you reconnect
with some friends that you haven't had time fo visit
with. By mid-month, you will be ready to get back to
work and hit the ground running. There are plenty of
things to do, and you are ready to take a leadership
role. By the end of the month, you and your partner

FLOAES PERET
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need to take some time for yourselves. If you are
single, taking time for yourself is still important.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21).
You have to focus on relatienships. Most of this
involves how you choose to interact with others.
In personal or romantic relationships, you are very
likely to be more aware of the way you have created
negative relationship patterns and allowed them to
continue while not really confranting the problem.
You will be less tolerant of this pattemn. You need to
have some real communication with your partner.
A therapist might be of help. Career demands are
showing themselves. You may be eliminating from
your life those who are not treating you well or
appreciating your skills if you can't find commeon
ground. This is especially true during the first two
weeks of the month. In the later part of the manth,
the tensions ease.

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19). You have
a mixed bag of tricks this month. First, the planets
are in your relationship sector, which means this is a
good time to renew your current relationship. If you
are single, get out there and mingle. Second, the
aspects in the sky are very good for you to improve
your career, seek employment elsewhere, or start
your own business. You are in a more creative mood
than before, and what you do has to better reflect
your inner personality than ever before. Those of
you bom at the very beginning of the sign are going
through massive life change. You will just have to
haold an for the ride.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18). This month
you are focusing on habits and routines and getting
more organized, especially around the office. You
definitely want to make your office process more
efficient. So this is a great time to clean up old
computer files, improve communication, and even
get some new equipment. If you work at home,
this may mean attempting to make things in your
residence function mare efficiently. By mid-month,
relationships become the hot topic. Make sure that
you have someone special to spend time with. Be
cautious on the 30th and 31st. Those are days that
are ripe for misunderstanding

PISCES (February 19-March 20). What a great
month far you to play, take time off, and just be your
creative self! You are certainly not in the mood for
work or dealing with anything that is too difficult
For the next 45 days, relationship energies are
hot for you, with Mars stirnng up the embers and
adding logs to the fire. If there are problems there,
they will show up. You are in a great place to solve
them without much trouble. Friends and any sort of
group association are supportive this month. You
can find a lot of good people to party with if you are
out there looking. By the end of the month, you are
back in the grind, s0 enjoy your playtime,

Lilly Roddy celebrates her 25th in business with
an open house on July 6, 2-6 p.m. For details,
contact her at lillycath@aol.com. Read Roddy's
annual forecast for 2008, which appeared in our
January tssue (“The Planets Say”), al www.out-
smartmagazine.com.
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HOUSTON GYM

1501 Durham

713.880.9191

\ www.houstongym.com

Live in the tradition of luxury in
this Campise custom oasis just
minutes from Downtown, West
Gray restaurants and shopping. Over
3,000 sq. ft., two elegant living areas,
huge open designer kitchen, central
acuum system, 2nd fireplace i huge
exquisite master bedroom and luxurious
bathroom, and much more. Call for a
private showing. MLS# 6871988
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2424 Richmond Avenue
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CAR CARE PROFESSIONALS

Hours® Ask for David
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Saturday 8-1
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MONTROSE CAR CARE CENTER
3807 MONTROSE BLVD.
HOUSTON, TX 77006 713.524.2109

Mention this ad & receive 10% of parts & labor up to $100.00
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OUT IN HOUSTON

1 Los Angeles entertainer Jackie Beat performed at the Guava
Lamp ninth anniversary event on May 7

2 The Digblos, one of 19 teams that participated in the Montrose
Softhall League spring seasan. On July 12, the league holds its awards
banquat at the Sheraton Brookhollow.

3 Participants in the Apr. 24-26 Transgender Law Roundtable, hald at
the Simoneaux & Frye law firm offices, included (seated, -r) Sharon
McGowan, AGLU GLBT Project; organizer Phyllis Ran-
dolph Frye, Simoneaux & Frye: University of Houston prad student

Josephine Tittsworth; (slanding, 1) Jody Marksamer,

National Genter for Lesbian Rights; Maryland attorney Alyson
Meiselman; Denise Brogan-Kator, Rainhow Law Center;
and Ben Lunine, Transgender Law Genter

4 |n the eighth week of the Montrose Softball League season, Liz
Luna of the Ultra Herricanes compsted on June 1 at Slo-Pitch City.

5 0On May 30, Montrose Geunsaling Center hosted a 50th birthday
celebration for board member Ralph Herring (second from r),
which was a fundraiser. Herring welcomed (I-r) Ken Malone, Ann
Rohison, anl Joseph Culotta.

6 On Apr. 20, Israel Tahago (c) celebrated his birthday at
Guava Lamp with mather Josie Tabago (1) and sister Jennifer
Farias.

7 Chastity Bono (1), with Lowell Kane of Rice University,
spoke ai the May 14 Texas Diversity GLET Summit at Rice

8 City Council members Jolanda Jones (/), James Rodri-
guez {second from r), and Wanda Adams (f) attended the
May 7 Houston GLET Political Gaucus meeting and posed afterward with
caueus president Jenifer Pool.

9 Members of the Roval Sovereign and Imperial Court of the Single
Star of Houston, including monarchs Kimberly 0'Neill and Bob
Skinner (fifth and sixth from |, respectively) attended May 6 perfor-
mance of The Gershwins’ An American in Paris at the Alley Theatre,

10 Beau Mitts (i), Marlene McNeese-Ward,
Ereka Philip. Mark Colomb, Hyran Hall, and Justin
Frazier participated in the May 1 YMSM Summit at Club 2020, ad-
dressing the (ssue of HIV and young men who have sex with men
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Lea Bogle
President, Premier Wireless
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FREE DELIVERY!
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Be moved by. hand-craftsmanship at its finest. Book your test drive today.

BENTLEY HOUSTON e
1530 West Loor Souts, HousTon, TX 77027 BENTLEY

For information call 713 850 1530 N TR TN Y
www.bentleyhouston.com BENTLEY HOUSTON
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