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Sunday, March 15th, 2009
8 a.m. — Check-In
9 a.m. — Opening Ceremonies
10 a.m. — Walk Begins!

Sam Houston Park Downtown
1000 Bagby Street

Register Now!

(713) 403-WALK (9255)
AIDSwalkhouston.org
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Benefiting AIDS Foundation Houston, Inc. as

Join us at the AIDS Walk Kick-0ff Party at e
Salud! Winery Thursday, January 15th, 4:30-7:00 -
3939 Montrose Blvd., Houston TX 77006 il

well as 14 outstanding HIV/AIDS organizations.

5023 Washington Ave.
Open 7 Days a Week

713.868.7226 | Urbanliving.com
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Peter Cetera
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Tickets: 29
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Violin Concerto
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Tickets: from

Mahler’s

Fourth Symphony
January 22, 24, 25
Tickets: from
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Letters

DON'T LET THE FACTS GET IN THE WAY
| -'hi—ﬂ; t's unfortunate when a gay media source

uch as QutSmart becomes so wanton for a

story about a positive role model that the past

u-l said individual is never discovered. Ask Mark
[Timmers, “Houston's Animal Cop" by Brandon
Wolf, November 2008] about the bootlegged
tickets to the Madonna concert from way back
when. It's the reason why he could no longer be
a HPD officer and was still fortunate enough to
be a constable, which WE ALL KNOW isn't quite
the same thing. It's like working in a hospital and
being downgraded from a nurse to an orderly.
You used to take temperatures, now you empty
bedpans... | think you get the picture

| know it's way too late, but
should know,

thought you

James Fedowsky

Houstor
Epmmor’s NOTE: Let's set the record
and kne

Timmers no

Y
.'F(T"_.".r._a'(_‘""_ﬁ- I3

e do it all!

TX TRCC #33329 | MPL #16724

713 953 7733 Fax: 713.956.1107
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five-hour deliberation, the jury cleareda Tir
of the charges
) | friend of
Timme i e incident as “a witc
hunt orchestrate
gay.” Timmers ref
they four )
gat note I O .f.’frJ- cars.

After winning the court case, '.'rnr.'r:.’s chose
not to retum to HPD, but instead went to work
for Harris County Constable, Precinct 6, Victar
Trevina. Timmers has at no time been a con-
stable—he has worked for g constable. He was
nromoted to the rank of lleutenant because of
his performance as an animal cruelty investig
tor. When the Houston Hurmane Society (who

contracted him {”fﬂL.r,uu Harris C t'}u.l"lf'n) r{:‘:__f_’."lfﬁljr'

laid him off for reasons they cite as budgetary,

T .".".‘ Wiers Was re«
no fieutenant posi
County wished to retain
On the morning
1ers was shot

ated asad

Navember

D near

hot and was h

by the assailant KHOU produced a video
it f'\'I] f‘(' L*H"'.rl"-t‘ 7

y beneficial reason to

=i :‘. L’LI

nmers, ar 1d stands behind our b

KAREN DERR FOR CITY COUHCIL
Karen Derr Realty has e

marketing real «

nts in the wo

1dS arsen |l|f me that | have

. through my career and

The Houston District

d will be ca 7 Vour
et of the GLBT community. |
SrSity aren tjus rally ¢

r quality ¢

Karen Derr

Houston

PANHANDLERS, BEWARE
Thanks for exposing the God Bless—HIV/AIDS
Aware

Kelly McCann, A

i the scam ¢
vord o
should be

1outh to

stopped by

Rebecca Novak
Houston, Texas

CORRECTION
In OutSmart's December 2008 cover story,
“Equality Denied,” we stated that Melissa Ether
and Tammi Lynn Michaels live in California
idge’s two children. The couple has
as well as Etheridge's two children from
her relationship with Julie Cypher. B

ns were -:.-;_'?'r 1 LT. g Harrrs

and H'?.'E'rl"t'r L'-"n"? =

recent
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OF COUNSEL: Jerry W, Simoneaux, Jr.
Estate Planning & Probate

OF COUNSEL: Scott Compton
SPECIAL COUNSEL: Douglas Caddy

Patricia Canti:
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Griminal Defense

Salvador J. Benavidez:
Immigration Issues,
Environmental Regulations
& Compliance,
Landiord/Tenant

Robert P. “Rob”
Scamardo:

Civil Litigation, Civil
Rights, Non-Prafit
Advising, Mediation

Frye and
Cantq, PLLC
Law Firm

Alexander B. Wathen:

2990 Richmond Ave., Suite 400
Houston, TX 77098
Tel: 713-227-1717
Fax: 713-522-2610

www.liberatinglaw.com

SALES
1739 RICHMOND AVE.
713-522-1200

SALES & SERVICE
2103 GRAY ST.
713-807-0800

FREE DELIVERY!

WWW.APOLLOSCOOTERS.COM

BEAT THE BUSTI!

COMMUTER SCOOTERS
Up to 100 MPG
Up to 100 MPH

Payments as low as: *89 per month
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News Briefs
by Nancy Ford

7.

A

REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE Lesbi-
an and Gay Band Association, a network
of American lesbhian and gay bands,
have announced an amalgam of its
membership is scheduled to participate
in the January 20 Inaugural Parade in
Washington, D.C.

According to a December 10 state-
ment issued by the Presidential Inaugu-
ral Committee, the group’s appearance
marks the first time an openly gay
group has been invited to participate in
the Inaugural Parade.

"I am honored to invite these talent-
ed groups and individuals to participate
in the Inaugural Parade,” said Presi-
dent-elect Barack Obama on his website.
"These organizations embody the best of
pur nation’s history, diversity and com-
mitment to service. Vice President-elect

HOUSTON PRIDE BAND MEMBERS
TO PERFORM IN INAUGURAL PARADE

Music makers:
prior to January's
presidential
inauguration,
artistic director

# Jason Stephens
conducts members
of the Houston
Pride Band at their
2008 Children's
Concert in

Spotts Park.

=

Biden and I are proud to have them join
us in the parade.”

The marching contingent includes
Kevin Taylor, Paige Kovar, and Casey
Sherrell, three members of the Houston
Pride Band.

Tavlor, a board member for HPB,

also performed for the two Clinton
inaugurations, though positioned along
the parade route. “We were towards the
end of the parade, and the president,
viee presidents, and their families were
walking outside their limos. We played |
‘America the Beautiful’; it was an over-
whelming feeling of validation and just
being a part of society.

“I know that this year actually
marching in the parade will be even
greater, and will be well worth the
hours spent in the cold.”

PRE-CIVIL WAR
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE
SHEDS HISTORICAL
PERSPECTIVE ON
SAME-SEX MIARRIAGE

THE TRANSGENDER FOUNDATION of
Ameriea's Transgender Archive, located in
Houston, has uncovered an original 1846
American newspaper reporting on the “do-
mestie co-partnership” of two Millerite women.
The Newark Daily Advertiser article
reads: “ ., As we understand the story, it
is Louisa and Sarah, both maiden ladies of
no particular age, (who] beeame enamored
of Mr. Miller's doctrines, and embraced the
theory of the speedy consumption of the
world’s history. They subsequently fell in

10 JANUARY 2009 OutSmart

love with each other, and fearing that time
would not afford them an opportunity of
making any other disposition of their love,
they entered into a domestic co-partner-
ship, and took each other for better or for
worse. Sarah was the richest, and physi-
cally the weakest. She had some property;
and by mutual agreement she was to
furnish the capitol, while Louisa was to
do the housework; and the profits—that
is, a home and a living as long as time and
money should last—were to be divided
between the two. . .."

“The TG Archive was interested in this
bit of history because marriage is one of our
culture’s most powerful institutions for instill-
ing and enforcing cultural gender norms,”
Cristan Williams, director of TFA, said.

The article further describes how the

end of the world did not eceur as Miller-
ism, the forerunner to the Seventh Day
Adventists faith, taught. It also reveals
that Louisa left Sarah, and Sarah, be-
ing distraught, sought to have Louisa
arrested by claiming that she had $40 of
Sarah’s money.

Not only does this article seem to be
one of the first known reports of “gay mar-
riage” in America, it seems also to report
on issues that arise from not having clear
laws concerning dissolving a "domestic co-
partnership,” Williams said.

The complete original 1846 newspaper
iz now available for review in the Trans-
gender Archive located at the TFA Trans-
gender Center, 713 Fargo.

CHARLES ARMSTRONG
INVESTMENTS SHARES THE
WEALTH WITH “12 DAYS OF

CHRISTMAS’ DONATIONS

CHARLES ARMSTRONG, president

and chief executive officer of Charles
Armstrong Investments, Inc., the parent
company of Meteor, JR's Bar and Grill,
South Beach, and the Montrose Mining
Company, has announced his annual end-
of-the-year charitable donations. Twelve
local nonprofit 501 (¢) (3) organizations
were chosen to share $12,000, given in the
spirit of the Twelve Days of Christmas, for
the sixth consecutive year.

“I am pleased to announce that we are
once again in a position to give back to our
community during this holiday season,”
Armstrong said. “These organizations
work hard 12 months a year to provide ser-
vices to both men and women in Houston's
GLBT community. Even with the challeng-
ing local economy and a national recession,
we believe it is important to support and
recognize these 12 organizations. I would
also like to challenge other businesses
and bar owners in the community to reach
deep into their pockets and donate to some
or all of these wonderful organizations. On
behalf of our 100-plus employees, manage-
ment, and thousands of valued patrons
that support our family of clubs at 800
Pacific Street, we salute 12 nonprofit orga-
nizations with a 1,000 donation to each.”

Organizations receiving the donations
include AIDS Foundation Houston, Assis-
tHers, Bering Omega Community Servic-
es, Center for AIDS, Montrose Counseling
Center’s Gay & Lesbian Switchboard of
Houston and HATCH youth group, Hous-
ton Society for the Prevention of Cruelty

Interiors by Cantoni

Life at the Top. Cantoni.

Surrounded by towering skies, nightscapes and Cantoni elegance, life
in this penthouse is indeed sweet. With colors, forms and proportions
inspired by the panoramic vistas, Cantoni designers created a dream
home in the clouds. For Italian style and quality, for creative interior
design, for a vast selection-in stock-and delivery and installation.

Cantoni.

For details on this home, to see our collections and other great interiors
by Cantoni visit a Cantoni showrocom or cantoni.com/sanders

Owner: Deion and Pilar Sanders
Design: Cantoni Dallas Design Team

cantoni

Great Design Is a Way of Life

Houston 9889 Westheimer Road, 713.787.9494
cantoni.com B77.881.9191

Atlanta Dallas Houston Irvine Los Angeles




PROTECTING YOUR PARTNERSHIP
The \/ethan Law Firm

A Professional Corporation

Board Ceriified in Consumer and Commercial Law
by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization®
Charles M.R. Vethan, Esg”

= Protecting Assets in Alternative
Lifestyle Relationships

» Partnership and Business Planning

« Divorce and Family Law for
Same Sex Pariners

« Medical and Financial Powers of Attorney

« Contracts & Commercial Transacations

713.526.2222

2909 Baldwin Street

Miotown Locanon iv THe MoNTROSE

"TONY CARROLL

o LCSW

T "EXPERIENCED THERAPIST
WHO TEACHES YOU TO MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR THERAPY

Specializing in work with individuals and

couples from the gay, lesbian, bisexual and

transgender community since 1981.

OUTSMART READERS’
BEST THERAPIST 2003-2008

1006 MISSOURI ST. HOUSTON, TX 77006
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to Animals, the Houston Transgender Uni-
ty Committee, Legacy Community Health
Services, Lesbian Health Initiative—Hous-
ton, Pride Houston, and the Spay-Neuter
Agsistance Program.

Representatives from the organiza-
tions received checks at CAI's annual
employee holiday party, held December 16
at South Beach.

ATTORNEY LEAVES
LAW FIRM TO RUN FOR
PUBLIC OFFICE

JERRY SIMONEAUX, eo-founder and
partner in the law firm of Simoneaux and
Frye, has announced his departure from
the law firm he co-founded with partner
Phyllis Frye in order to pursue oppertuni-
ties in public service or politics

“The campaign and election of
President-elect Obama inspired me
profoundly,” said Simoneaux. *Here in
Harris County, we elected three openly
gay judges to Distriet Court benches and
ushered in a new era of real representa-
tion in local politics. Now, more than
ever, | am convinced that our diverse and
talented GLBT community is truly part
of the change, and not just cheering for
change from the sidelines.”

The law firm continues to operate as
Frye and Cantd, with new named partner
Patricia Cantu and Salvador Benavidez
joining its current slate of partners, Frye
and Rob Seamardo. Simoneaux remains
with the firm in an advisory role with the
title “of Counsel.”

“Our new arrangement affords me
the best of all worlds,” Simoneaux said
“Remaining with the firm in an advisory

position without the enormous time-
econsuming administrative duties [ once
had will allow me to focus on serving my
clients while freeing me to pursue avenues

in public service or polities.”

GLBT FAITH LEADERS
DENOUNCE VATICAN
OPPOSITION, U.S.
INDIFFERENCE TO UNITED
NATIONS RESOLUTION

FAITH PROGRAM DIRECTORS from na-

tional equal rights groups have joined in
protest over the Vatican’s recent decision
to oppose an initiative to decriminalize
homosexuality.

The faith leaders reacted to Reuters
News Service report that Archbishop Ce-
lestino Migliore said the Vatican opposed

the United Nations resolution because it
would "add new categories of those protect-
ed from diserimination’ and could lead to
reverse diserimination against traditional
heterosexual marriage,

“If adopted, they would create new and
implacable discriminations,” Migliore said.
“For example, states which do not recog-
nize same-sex unions as ‘matrimony’ will
be pilloried and made an object of pres-
sure,” Migliore said.

The faith leaders issued the following
statement on December 10, United Nations
Human Rights Day and the 60th anni-
versary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights:

“For far toe long people around the
world have been ostracized, imprisoned,
tortured, and denied basic rights to hous-
ing, health care, and employment simply
because they are lesbian, gay, bisexual,
or transgender. In more than 70 countries
people can be imprisoned for homosexual-
ity and in several countries same gender
love is a erime punishable by death.

“This is why the French government,
backed by 27 European Union nations,
put forward a proposal, on Human Rights
Day, to recognize that LGBT rights
are human rights and to deeriminalize
homosexuality. Such a statement simply
affirms the most basic of rights for LGBT
people: that they be allowed to live in
dignity and safety

“As faith leaders we were shocked
h.\' Vatican oppesition to this propesed
initiative. By refusing to sign a basic
statement opposing inhumane treatment
of LGBT people, the Vatican is send-
ing a message that violence and human
rights abuses against LGBT people are
acceptable We urge Vatican leaders

to speak out against imprisonment or

execution of gay people and support this
mmitiative

“Compounding the Vatican's opposition
is the inaction to date of the government of
the United States. As faith leaders and cit-
izens of the United States, we call on the
1.8, government to join the 50 eountries
throughout the world that have officially
supported this U.N. proposal. . . ~”

Signers of the statement were Harry
Knox, director of the Human Rights
Campaign Foundation’s religion and
faith program: The Rev. Rebecea Voelkel,
director of the National Gay and Lesbian
Task Foree’s institute for welcoming re-
sources and faith work; Dr. Sylvia Rhue,
director of religious affairs for the Na-
tional Black Justice Coalition; and Ann
Craig, director of The Gay & Lesbian
Allianee Against Defamation’s religion,
faith, and values program. B

New Style/ New Salon

1 J 2055 Westheimer / #150
Houstan, TX

713.521.0500

check website for specials

urukusalon.com

It's your turn to discover the
hottest new an in town.

/= HoustonGrandOper:
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Various composers

CHORUS!

Spend the Night
with the Chorus!

January 30 - February 13, 2009
Conducted by Patrick Summers. Directed by David Pountney.
Fully staged and costumed, Houston Grand Opera’'s acclaimed chorus
performs scenes from Britten’s Peter Grimes, Verdi's Macbeth, Bizet's
Carmen and more...passionately entertaining!

Chorus and Orchestra of Houston Grand Opera/Richard Bado, Chorus Master

www.HoustonGrandOpera.org | 713.228.0PERA (6737)
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What a World

by Nancy Ford

WHAT A YEAR, WHAT A YEAR

ike myself, few of my friends are

sorry to see 2008 go. But who could

have predicted that we would be
celebrating its end—or anytha lse fi
that |‘|'|.\HL"‘.'—-|'|_'-, chant ng s'_|1'i'|. 1l
h! No more |):.|-|'1!'

Despite its multiple dangerous hur

. 1
more Bus

ricanes and its even more threatening
political campaigns, 2008 proved to be
highly entertaining. And those wacky het-
erosexuals were in rave form; hardly a day
passed without one of them getting into

some kind of kooky predicament!

Old dogs, old tricks. Much was said last
yvear about Oklahoma State Representa-

tive/ragin ly Kern, both

publicly in the liberal n and privately
in drum circles ] 15 routinely
cantrol the weather and fashion trends

In March,

our nex

oht a foul, hot wind from

+h when
Kern
to the U.8. tha 1
“Studies show no society that has to
lly embraced homosexuality has lasted

more t a few decades,” Kern said in a

she apparently didn't know was
ant Vie-

tory Fund posted the speech on YouTube,

meeting
heing recorded. The ever-vig
elevating Scre ct S ‘.||_\ to eternal e-
famy with her rant about queers’n
power to destroy governments with
depravity

Far from her family learning a lesson
about tolerance and Christianity, her
hushand was t'l-l't'ﬂ[l_’m caught advocating
the relocation of homost s to “educa-
tion centers.”

“It's past time that this nation stopped

e sin and start putting [ homosexu-

in education programs,” Steve Kern,

minister, told an undercover

reporter last month, add “Courts can
foree drug offenders into treatment cen-
ters. . . . There's no reason our courts can't
do that with homos!”

Perhaps Rev. Kern has a poinl. Was
it not at education centers where Nazis
taught their guests valuable skills like
how to make lampshades? After all, we
all need a marketable skill, especially in

these times of high unemployment

2008. It wasn’t so great

Nope on Hope. In the year’s |

cal news, most gay men and lesbians were
thrilled when st rhi-but-not-narrow
[linois senator, Barack Obama, won the
White House in November.

The senator wooed the gay community’s
vote not only with the promise to overturn
Don't Ask, Don't Tell, but also by respond-
ing mostly favorably to questions measur-
ing his support for same-sex equality at
Human Rights Campaign’s televised presi-
dential candidates forum, But now it ap-
pears that the president-e lect has U-turned
on the overturn, with aides indicating it not
a priority for the new admimstration
Hope™ for the homos was further

hed when Obama cozied up to the het

ghly exclusive Rick Warren
tapping the evangelical minister to deliver
at January's inaugura
re The Not Wright Reverend

Warren cut a pre-election deal with botl

the invocat
Chances a
s McCain and Obama to deliv
ardless of v

late won the election—in excha

the acelaimed author agreeing to host the

Saddleback Civil

1n Au

gaffe our new almost-Prez makes
But back to that DADT matter

Forum on the Presidency

rust. Let's i|4i|'||' this is the worst

Speaking of things that make God and
gays mad. [ was not a go il year lor hate-
spewers. Two of gay America’s most endur-
ing opponents, Jesse Helms and Jerry
Falwell, both heterosexuals, passed on to
their eternal reward in white, straight
male-dominated heaven

A fiery opponent of AIDS funding (until
late in his life, to Africa), Helms, a five-
term senator from North Carolina, was
quoted in June 1998, saying, “Gays are
sickening and intellectually dishonest.”
Falwell, you'll remember, charmingly

blamed “pagans, and the abortionists, and

the feminists, and the gays and the lesbi-
ans” for the 9/11 terror attacks on the U.S
The deaths of both men prompted
many to conclude th deed, hate kills
Name-calling. A heterosexual Lesbian man,
an inhabitant of the Greek Isle of Lesbos,

unsuccessfully filed suit in May to stop

women-loving women from calling them-
selves leshians. Despite the suit’s failure,
dyvkes worldwide began compiling alternate
|=1::|]:|-Lr,']'-' Lo i!il,"l]i‘::'-' themselves, il\'.'|'llJI'.t.:_;
cal-sounding “leshi-

the pleasingly tr

inians,” the more clinical “lesbianisians,”

ind the gender-bending “leshones.”

Speaking of bones. In February, the
esteemed, straight Texas state legislature
deeriminalized the possession of multiple
dildoes hy its citizenry. Previously, Texas
law considered it unacceptable to pos
sess more than four. Nonetheless, many
individuals report having to cut back on
their dildo collection in these difficult
economic times; possessing more than four
seems a bit ostentatious when so many

can barely al-

women—gay or straight

ford even one

Comets burn out. Since 1997, when
television cameras | 1 51 INg arena
stands the image of enthusias-
tic WNBA fans high-fiving, cheering, and

apping, it didn't take gaydar to recognize
that many, many, 7 of those women in
the stands were lesbians.

In the Houston Comets’ heyday, the
l'|-||',|_1,:‘,l Center's smoking section at half
1me was 8 ne: :
dyke bar on any
rainbow _'E'l the corner

But after 12 seasons, four of them as

gue champions, the Houston Comets
have financially fizzled; last month its
key plavers were scattered to other teams
for the 2009 season. At least partial
responsibility for the team’s demise falls
to its heterosexual owners for never fully
acknowledging a simple equation: lots of
- lots of loot ,\.‘Ill

lesbians = lots of loyalty

that's a fact, Ja

So '_Llllll”l_\.t' to 2008, This year tested
our community to the limii (did someone
say California?), but there’s comfort in
knowing what doesn't kill us enly makes
us stronger. And undeniably, we're getting
stronger (did someone say Connecticut?
1-\|-r'_\n'];l_\

2009. 1t'll all be fine. W

new year,new home,new life.



LeftOut

by Brandon Wolf

THE COMPANY HE KEEPS

Barack Obama’s choice of advisors means hope is on the horizon

s we look forward to the inaugura-

tion of Barack Obama as our 44th

President on January 20, the GLBT
community has many reasons to celebrate
the day with a sense of optimism. After eight
years of a Republican administration that
has been hostile to our concerns, we now
have a president-elect who clearly includes
us in his vision for a new America.

In June 2007, then-candidate Obama
wrote: “While we have come a long way
since the Stonewall riots in 1969, we still
have a lot of work to do. Too often, the issue
of LGBT rights is exploited by those seck-
ing to divide us. But at its core, this issue is
about who we are as Americans. It's about
whether this nation is going to live up to its
founding promise of equality by treating all
its citizens with dignity and respect.”

What can our community expect from
an Obama administration? The Presidential
Transition Team has listed the following

issues that will be focused on: \'\EI:H'HHI‘L'_
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hate crimes statutes; fight workplace dis-
erimination; support full eivil unions and
federal rights for LGBT couples; oppose a
constitutional ban on same-sex marriage;
repeal Don't Ask, Don't Tell; expand adop-
tion rights; promote AIDS prevention; and
empower women to prevent HIV/AIDS.

In addition, it's going to be very impor-
tant who the new President nominates to
replace retiring members of the Supreme
Court, and Barack Obama has stated that he
will choose judges who have “the empathy to
understand what it's like to be poor, or Afri-
can-American, or gay, or disabled, or old.”

Glancing back to his campaign, let's
remember that Obama participated in the
HRC/Logo Presidential Candidate Forum
His campaign had a presence at more than

60 Gay Pride events across the nation, in-

cluding a meeting with leaders of Houston's
Restaurant

GLBT community at Baba Yega
in Montrose
The co-chair of the campaign’s 50-state

voter registration program was lesbian mu

sician Melissa T".[ht-_-l'il'],l.ft-. The co-chairs of

ations were

the campaign’s gay finance ope
Kevin Jennings, founder of Gay, Lesbian
and Straight Education Network (GLSEN ),
and Joan Garry, a former Gay & Lesbhian
Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD)
executive director,

Brian Bond, once the gay outreach direc-
tor for the Democratic National Committee,
moved to Chicago to become the Obama

campaign’s director of constituencies. Gay

author Tobias Wolff chaired Obama’s na-
tional gay policy committee. Dave Noble, a
former employee of the National Gay and
L.esbian Task Force (NGLFT), served as the
director of LGBT voter mobilization.
Barack Obama’s deputy campaign
manager, Steve Hildebrand, was always
openly gay and visible. Hildebrand recently
reflected how “Barack helieved long ago
that addressing issues important to LGBT

1 DROE

OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

THE POPE, THE GAYS, AND WORLD PEACE

Inconsistency plagues Benedict’s holy messages

he 2008 visit of Pope Benedict XVI to
the United States is cause to reflect
on what his papacy has meant so far
for gay people. There is some good, but much

bad and to report

The largest and most pressing publie-
relations problem confronting the Catholic
Church in the United States today is the
fallout from the priest sex scandal. Some
conservative Catholics have tried to blame
“homosexuals” for the sexual abuse of chil-
dren by priests, since most of it involved male
priests and boys under their supervision.
Some suggested that the Church purge all
gavs from the priesthood.

But an antihomosexual purge presents
hoth practical and theclogical problems for
the Vatican. As a practical matter, homosex-
uals are probably disproportionately drawn
to the priesthood. It offers young homosexual
Catholics some palliative for the guilt and
shame they may feel for being homosexual.

It also shields them from embarrassing ques-

tions about why they aren't married.

Theologically, the Church distinguishes
between innate homosexual orientation,
which is not a sin, and homosexual acts,
which are. For Catholicism the orientation
itself is blameless, so expelling someone
from the priesthood for that alone is hard
to justify

Under Benedict, the Vatican's response
has been a mixed bag. On the one hand.
current homosexual priests have not been
purged, though like all priests they must
remain celibate

On the other hand, in late 2005 the
Vatican declared that those who “show
profoundly deep-rooted homosexual ten-
dencies” are not suitable candidates for the
priesthood. If, however, these “homosexual
tendencies” are "simply the expression of a
transitory problem,” then the person can b
ordained if the tendencies are “overcome at
least three years before ordination.”

That’s a bit convoluted, and the details

3 45
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will be worked out over time, but it suggests
that mere homosexual erientation unaccom-
panied by any homosexual acts now justifies
forbidding a man to enter the priesthood. In
practice, of course, this will not prevent all
homosexuals from becoming priests. But it
will bar those who understand and openly
acknowledge their homosexual orientation

If the Vatican under Benedict has
blurred the distinction between homosexual
acts and orientation, the Pope himself has
at least maintained another distinction of
iHIi}!II"[HIIl'[' Lo gay ‘|H'il}1-.t'

During his U.S. visit, Benedict spoke of
the priest scandal in a way that differenti-
ated between homosexuals and ;'>1-nl|.[:|1i||-:-'.
“I would not speak in this moment about ho-
mosexuality but pedophilia, which is another
thing,” he said. “We would absolutely exclude
pedophiles from the sacred ministry.”

This statement accomplished two im
portant things. First, it reaffirmed that

cantinued on page 1
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+ Home on an Oversized Lot next to

voters in every major speech he gives could
have a more positive impact than speaking
to a predominantly gay audience in a hotel
ballroom. From his presidential announce-
meni speech in February 2007 to addressing
Afriecan-American ministers at Ebenezer
Baptist Church in Atlanta on Martin Luther
King Day, Barack has shown this commit-

Jed from page 16

ment over and over again.”

During his acceptance speech at the
Democratic National Convention, and also
during his victory speech in Chicago’s Grant
Park, Obama mentioned our community,
Joe Solmonese, HRC director, believes that
Obama made the remarks on gay rights in
an attempt to bring the issues to the atten-
tion of middle America. “He was speaking
probably less to our community and instead
trying to find common ground with the
people we need to move.”

The Obama-Biden transition team as-
sured prospective employees that the admin-
istration will not diseriminate against LGBT
workers, “The inclusion of gender identity 1s
a bold departure from the past—and it sends
a clear message,” said Christopher Anders,
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
legislative counsel,

Last June, Michelle Obama, our nation’s
next First Lady, spoke to community
supporters, saying: “We are all only here
because of those who marched and bled
and died, from Selma to Stonewall, in the
pursuit of a more perfect union. Barack
believes that we must fight for the world as
it should be.”

Now it’s time for our community to
take a deep breath and just celebrate. Get
misty-eyed when the first African-Ameri-
can President takes the oath of office. Feel
stirred as he delivers his Inaugural speech.
Gush over how beautiful the new First
Lady and the First Daughters are as they
review the parade. Thrill at the sight of
an elegantly gowned Michelle and her tux-
edoed husband daneing in the spotlight of
the Inaugural Ball.

Each of us, first of all, is an American,

and we have the same concerns as the rest of

our nation. Can we fix our horrible economie
mess that has devastated this country and
affected nearly every other country as well?
Can we regain our national status as a good
and honorable country and people? Can we
be The Good Guys again and create true
peace, prosperity, and hope?

As long as we're realizing new hope for
our own community, let’s reach out to the
rest of the communities, the states, the
countries, and the world, celebrating the
audacity of hope together. While we're auda-
ciously hoping for “our own kind” to achieve
new heights, let’s be audacious enough to

recognize that all of us—the Family of

Man

are on the same journey. We can be
proudly gay... and once again, we can be
proudly American.

Brandaon Walf founded the online group, Hows-
ton Activist Network (Han-Netl), which is now
LoneStarActivists.

while pedophiles would be expelled from
the priesthood, homosexual priests would
not be. Second, it repudiated the associa-
tion of homosexuality with pedophilia, an
old and harmful defamation against gay
people that has been used to justify much
diserimination.

It 15 significant that a man of Benedict’s
standing would separate the two, while so
many who admire him do not. Despite his
religious objection to homosexual acts, Bene-
dict has not ignored all we have learned from
the study of homosexuality, He recognizes
that homosexual orientation and pedophilia
are distinct phenomena. He deserves eredit
for his willingness to say so publicly.

Which is what makes his implied, but
extravagant, criticism of gay marriage so
disappointing. According to the Institute for
Marriage and Public Policy, a conservative
think tank opposed to gay marriage, Bene-
dict has spoken publicly about marriage 111
times. In these speeches, he has connected
the traditional definition of marriage to pre-
venting violence, maintaining legal order,
and even preserving world peace.

In his January 1, 2008, Warld Day of
Peace message, Benedict said: “Everyvthing
that serves to weaken the tamily based
on the marriage of a man and a woman

. constitutes an objective obstacle on the
path to peace.”

Elsewhere he has bemoaned the “grow-
ing crigis of the family. which is based on
the indissoluble bond of marriage between a
man and a woman.” When this “truth about
man is subverted or the foundation of the
family is undermined, peace itselfis threat-
ened and the rule of law is compromised,
leading inevitably to forms of injustice and
violence.”

The implication is that gay marriage,
along with many other modern develop-
ments, will contribute to human catastrophe.
Throughout history, gay people have been
blamed for everything from the fall of the
Roman Empire, to the Black Plague, to every
hurricane, tornado, and earthquake that
has ever struck civilization, Now we must
add global destabilization to the list?

Benedict is correct that weakening fami-
lies undermines social stability, with many
potential harmful consequences. But to —

Rob
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InsideQOut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

GOODBYE, COMETS

The demise of Houston’s WNBA team is a loss for us all

hampions. Winners, Teams that

achieve greatness, inspire their fans,

and energize their home cities. The
Houston Comets.

The Comets gave us four great seasons
that helped establish the WNBA (Women’s
National Basketball Association). They gave
Houston more seasons where they played
with heart and grit even when they lost.
They introduced us to Cynthia Cooper, Tina
Thompson, Sheryl Swoopes, Janeth Arcain,
and Kim Perrott, who died so tragically
voung. All were legends of the sport in their
OWII WAYS.

Goodbye, Comets. May you not rest in
peace, May the tragic news of your demise
arouse the generous spirit of a new owneris),

the shame of a fickle public, and the ire of

frustrated fans. You'll always be champions
to us. You ghouldn't end like this.

I've been a Comet season ticketholder
from the beginning. The Comets offered
areat athletic competition at an affordable
price. At games I was surrounded by a sea
of jubilant and diverse fans, many of them
women and girls, an audience mix unlike
that of any other sport. That different fan
base also meant a different feel to the arena.
Games were almost like family reunions in
the stands, with a huge “girl power” vibe

[ enjoy most sports, my favorite being
baseball, but I believe in putting my money
behind women’s sports. 1 even learned to
love, and understand, soccer when the U.S.
women’s Olympic team won gold. We didn't
have a Houston team, but I followed the
short-lived pro women’s soccer league that
sprang up in the wake of the Olympic run
and attended games in other cities.

Unfortunately, sports are a business, and

no owner can afford to lose money indefi-
nitely. When the WNBA stepped in to take
over the team and shop it around for new
owners, | made a few calls and had meetings
with management representatives. Ten mil-
lion dollars for a money-losing franchise is
a steep hurdle in the best of times, but the
current economic conditions made a sale
impossible. The Houston Comets and the
team's many fans deserved a better [ate.
As a college student at Rice, I directly
benefited from the new wave of women's
sports created by Title IX, which seemed to
promise a level playing field for publicly fund-
ed men’s and women's sports in the 1970s.
If you look at photos of Rice teams, you may
spot the one and only Rice women’s softball
team. After one inglorious season, playing
with hand-me-down volleyball uniforms and
our own equipment, Rice found a way around
Title IX rules and dishanded the team.
There were no scholarships. We never
had a hope of playing beyond college, (And
quickly found that we wouldn't play any
more in college unless we transferred away. )
We plaved because we loved the sport.
There are more opportunities today for
girls to find their fields of dreams. But there
are still too few for women to play at the elite
levels they have worked so hard to attain.
It's a good thing T'll have other things to
do with my free time this summer.

Annigse D. Parker is Houston's third-term city
controller and one lJlf'.'J!i' highest-ran f‘.'.'."i‘,:,-‘ r?}?r_'.l'.lu".\'
GLBT - elected municipal officials in any of
the 10 largest U.S. cities. Her website is www
houstoncontrollerorg. The City Controller's web
page is www.houstontx.gov [controller [index
html. To receive the controller’s newsletter, send
an e-mail to cicely. wynne@eityofhouston.net,
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by Kelly A. McCann

HIV TESTING, TEXAS STYLE

Proposed legislation will make our great state even greater

recently returned from a trip to San
I;\nwmu, one of my [avorite cities in the

U. 8. I appreciate the care with which
downtown San Antonio has been laid out
for the visitor,

Many attractions are within walking
distance of one another, and others are just
a short trolley-ride away. I delight in La-
tino (and especially Mexican) culture—the
customs, the art, the food—and SATX has
all of those in abundance. And of course, I
enjoy the tourist hot spots, the beautiful Riv-
erwalk and the bargain-filled El Mercado.
Who wouldn't?!

My favorite attraction in the Alamo City
is the Alamo. [ have great interest in history,
especially the history of our great state, so
the Alamo is almost like Mecca for me. So
importantis this little piece of Texana, I am
absolutely thrilled to announce that 1 am
now the owner of a cutting from a Cholla

cactus growing on the hallowed grounds of

the Alamo! (Be still, my heart!)

Obviously, I'm a proud Texan.

But I am not blind to the foibles of my be-
loved state. We're too politically conservative
for my liberal lesbian tastes. We still have
too many prejudiced Texans who diserimi-
nate against racial and sexual minaerities.
Our infrastructure is crumbling. We don't do
enough to educate our children or protect our
environment. And we need to make drastic
improvements in HIV prevention.

On December 1, 2008, the 20th World
AIDS Day, the Houston health department
announced that our area’s HIV-infection
rate is almost twice the national average!
And our rates, while lower than New York
City or Chicago, are higher than any other
Texas city.

In Harris County, there are 44 new infec-
tions per 100,000 residents while nationwide
the rate is 23 infections per 100,000 persons.
According to the city’s Bureau of HIV/STD

Dr. David S. Genac

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

Voted Best I""‘wﬁ}'(flc_mit:)gin!

713.899.3769

1712 FAIRVIEW
www.davidgenac.com
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and Viral Hepatitis Prevention, this alarm-
ing statistic is aceurate and reflects the use
of new scientific technology that ean actu-
ally distinguish recent HIV infections from
long-term ones.

Based upon the improved technigue for
determining new versus existing infections,
in August of last year, the CDC inereased
their estimate of the number of new infec-
tions oecurring each year in the U.S. from
40,000 to 56,300. The new figures for our
region are in line with the CDC's revised
numbers.

So, what's being done to combat HIV in
Houston?

A number of local AIDS Service Organi
zations (AS0s) conduct scientifically proven
interventions designed to address HIV pre-
vention within specific populations. For ex-
ample, Legacy Community Health Services
F]r'flkif{['."- []T'E’\'l't” 1011 I‘[i|'||.'-'l1-|f]“ Lo '[]l’T':"ﬂ!I!";
who are already infected with HIV in
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mm continued from page 24

order to help them aveid infeeting others.
AIDS Foundation Houston (AFH) utilizes
social network leaders in a peer-based ap-
proach to convey HIV-prevention informa-
tion to gay and bisexual men. And still
other organizations apply various preven-
tion metheds to reach youth, women, and
persons of color.

In addition to prevention education,
Houston ASOs provide opportunities for
community members to get tested for HIV.
Planned Parenthood, St. Hope Foundation,
Bread of Life, City of Houston, and a number
of other providers conduct HIV testing at
elinic sites and at special events around the
city, Such service provision is vital because
knowing one's status is the first step to pre-
venting further infections.

But testing by ASOs and the city health
department is not sufficient. Our state
needs to do more to normalize HIV testing

| GETS YOU STARTED!
NO EXCUSES! JOIN NOW!

so0 that each time you visit a doctor’s office
or hospital for health care, vou can receive
an HIV test.

Enter Texas State Senator Rodney Ellis.

HURRY! Sale ends
January 31, 2009!

Tour club for details.

At a press conference at Houston’s city
hall on World AIDS Day 2008, Sen, Ellis
announced he would propose a new state
law in the upcoming legislative session.
The bill will require all health-care pro-
viders to offer patients HIV testing as a
part of routine health screening. Of course,
patients will have the right to decline, but
it is believed most patients will agree to

testing once it becomes a part of a normal

|_in|;l|;l'--: visit,
The bill will also require Medicaid and

1501 Durham Rd
private insurance to reimburse for HIV

CALLNOw! | “u
= = * Sen. Ellig’ bill will implement recommen-

713-880-9191
GYM

www.houstongym.com

dations for HIV testing made by the CDC

new infections. The idea 1s that people are
more likely to change their risky behaviors
and become more cautious about protecting

. their partners when they know they are
infected with HIV. Making it even easier to
receive HIV testing, say at your doctor’s of-
fice, means more people will be tested.

So thank you, Sen. Ellis. We are pulling
for you and this important legislation. Your
vision for a healthier Texas and your leader-
ship in the fight against AIDS are helping
to ereate a future wherein fewer people will

Vi
BDSM/Kink | Pagan

POIYOH'IOI'OUS | SWIngEFS ' - have to face the physical, emotional, and
Body Modified (PierCiHQSfTUttOOS) 7 3 financial devastation of HIV disease. You
J T,hanki?ujw.inkaudm make our state, and this Texan, proud.
Denis “Woodja” Flanigan, M.S., L.LPA. ost Mentol Health f,,'r',JE)rs 2008
Psychotherapist and Career Counselor iy nd losedodua, | o/ A. McCann is the chief executive officer

of AIDS Foundation Houston. For testing
information, call AFH's Prevention Services
Department at 713/ 623-6796 or log an to www.
aidshelp.org.

713/589-9804
Houston, Texas 77098

www.dwoodjaflanigan.com

2600 Southwest Freeway, Suite 409
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WANT A WALLET-SIZED PHOTO.

“Yaur }I'!l‘l | is about to get fatter. Because

nod ||-||¢ will o pno to '3{ Vo
insurance ageni tind o va

you could save mong
just right tor you. Whi

DAYID LORMS
E TC Jester & Loop 610 | (713) 688-8669
www.farmersagent.com/dlorms

Home - Renters - Life - Health - Business

s \ FARMERS
Do you love your agent?

in 2006 as a way of reducing the number of

Byron K. Menard D.C.

19 years experience

Why stay in pain?
Call Dr. Menard

for safe, gentle, and
effective treatment

of neck pain,

mid/lower back pain,
headaches, injuries
resulting from
automobile accidents, Tgo™S
work-related injuries,
or sports/gym injuries.

Call for an
appointment

ﬂneulthe Ilnl Ehlmpmntnrs

sMenard Chiropractic

BE00 Montrose, Suite 550 Houston, Texas 77006
713:526.5959
bkmenarddc@yahoo.com
yWw.menarddc.com

Make your New Year’s Resolution
to re-energize your faith
by worshiping with us every Sunday!

Cathedral of Hope - Houston
will launch weekly worship services on
Sunday January 11 at 5:00 p.m.

with Rev. Michael Piazza's new seriess

“Why 'm Still a Christian®

CATHEDRAL gf: HOPE Meeting at (".rare_Lulheran Church

HOUSTON 2515 Waugh Drive
A CONGREGATION OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST Houston, TX 77006

www.COHHouston.com (713) 528-3269

Build}ng Confidence and Self—esteem

2 hrclass - 530
Saturday, January 31
10am -12noon

To Register: call 713-529-4414
or visit www.llu.com

Assert Yourself-

Personal Boundaries &
Effective Confronation
Sat., February 21
10am -1 2noon

Denise 0'Doherty LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN« www.RelationshipTherapistRN.com
713-524-9525 - Individual or Couples Therapy
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he big change for this year is that Pluto,
planet of transformation, regeneration, de-
toxification, and death and rebirth is enter-
ing the sign of Capricorn, where it will abide
for the next 14 years. When Pluto changes
signs, we always have big shifts in focus, economy,

and awareness. Pluto will be most directly affecting
the cardinal (action) signs of Aries, Libra, Cancer,
and Capricorn. For those born in the earlier days of
those signs, your life is in major flux right now.

Generally, Cancer/Capricorn has everything to
do with the housing industry, and you are all aware
of the shifts that are going on there. You can expect
that this decline in the housing industry and dif-
ficulty with credit and loans will continue through
the middle of 2010. Houston's housing industry
may not be so affected until 2010.

The Federal Reserve ("boarn” December 23, 1913)
is very affected by this movement of Plute into Cap-
ricorn, and the financial and credit crunch on the ]
national level will continue through the middle of
2010 as well. There are huge problems for the new
OUTSMART astrologer administration, and | believe that the corruption

. =, uncovered may lead us into a psychological depres-

Li"y ROddy shares " ' sion deeper than our economic depression.

. Jupiter changes signsand enters-Aquarius for
hints for a more

& el a yearlong visit. This will help technology markets
j i ' and will encourage an even greater world market
manageable {: . than we already have.
new yea r i : _ : There are four Mercury retrogrades, one more

than usual. During Mercury retrograde, it is impor-
tant to finish old projects, clean out closets and

ions b (A
lllustratio y t \ filing cabinets, and contact people from your past.

4 David Eduardo Flores Perez i o b The Mercury retrograde periods are January 6-Feb- -
¢ Photo of Lilly Roddy by John Conroy - ¢ -~ ruary 5, May 2-June 5, September 1-October 2, and K.
; : December 22-January 19. : E

Also this year, Venus, planet of love and money,
goes retrograde February 26-April 26. Look for
financial problems and relationship issues to come o

to the surface and create havoc.
Mars goes retrograde right at the'end of this

year, December 3—-March 22, 2010. This will influ-
ence your ability to start new projects and confront
problems. It is a better time to look inward and con-
sider your own actions.

And finally, we have two eclipse phases this
year. The first ane is January 26 in Aquarius and
February 9 in Agquarius/Leo. This is a time when
people are focused on their own needs and a
good time for group associations with like-minded
people. The final eclipse phase is July 22 in Capri-
corn and August 6 in Aquarius. —

i
P et e __‘-c,?h— w
- Frmylasd

o VT

Ilead more on your sign at www.OutSmartMagazine.com



s the year opeﬁa. Aries folk begin consider-

ing changes to career paths. Many of you are

looking at downsizing or mergers. Others are

; .- * looking at retirement or starting a new career. This

@ i< the influence of Pluto and has the most impact for
those born March 19-25.

At the core of this energy are your fears about j
financial independence. As an old part of you dies, you
go through your life and throw things away, Many of
you are not sure what direction you are heading. This
is a time of searching rather than decision-making.
Your persona is going through a transformation, and
you may not know who or what you will be until the
process is over af the end of the year

Neptune is influencing your friends, groups, and
networking sector in your horoscope. You look for people
of spiritual like-mindedness and generally eliminate
the drama from your life generated by friends and
acquaintances. Having a few friends to whom you really
connect is more important than havinga lat of friends
This is strongest for those bora April 12-16. For all Aries,
with Jupiter entering this same area of your horoscope,
you are drawn to many new people. For those involved
in networking for business, thisis an excelient year for

P

Taurus 2009 April 20-May 20

verall, this continues to be an easier time for
most Tauruses. Pluto will be opening your mind
and your heart 10 new experiences. This can be
an excellent time to go back to school, travel, expand
your horizons, and capitalize on your befiefs about
money and wealth. Social encounters and marketing
yourself or your business skills to new markets are
easier than ever. You may be reluctant at first 1o act
on these oppartunities, but the solid assurances that

¥

- you continue to receive will ultimately convince you.

i Your mind s really looking to expand beyond your old
i boundaries and [ook into new areas that you have only

been considering for the last couple of years.

? Jupiter making its way into your career sector

e enhances your opportunities for career advance-

) ment. Many of you are considering starting your
_,’3; own businesses this year. This may also mean that
2558  many of you travel more for your company. Don't
285 be surprised if they are considering relocating your

:= company and you with it. Overall, you will be more

successful in your company and can expect some sort
of promotion or raise in pay.
-, Those horn May 13-18 are an a spiritual pilgrim

-

30 JANUARY

mproving contacts of getti
that helps promote you. Associations with people from
different countries or cultures prove especially ben
eficial. Watch that you don't overload this area of your
life and take on mere than you can actually accomplishs
Continuing focus on your spiritual pursuits, you
look to step out of the box you were raised in. Many
of you have a hard time buying inte your old belief

system and may reject it altogether. Others examine
very different alternatives that you never knew
about before. Uranus most strongly influences those
barn April 11-17.
Improving your health and work routines has a
strong impact on all Aries. You take a critical look at
just how you structure your routines in all parts of your
life. Your primary qoal s to make things work more
efficiently. You eliminate from your life all those who
only add to the crazy-making. Expect your work envi-
ronment to change to amare effective system. Some g
of you may even change office locations or look for '
new places 1o work. You expect to be treated better by
your company. If you don't get the respect you deserve,
you will certainly be making some noise about it. The

other major part of this is to pay better attention to all 5
» areas of your health. If you don't, you may be spending

mare time at the doctor than you planned.

age. You are going through a time of disillusionment
about what you thought life was about and was supposed
to mean, You are not going to know what you want, but
only what you don't want, and this will make many of the
stable cows and bulls feel very unstable. |f you can relax
with this, you will do fine. If you fight it, you will only
increase your amxiety.

There continue to be new people coming into your
life who open your mind to new ideas that help many of
you innovate in your career and do what you really want (e
do. Uranus is helping with this and influencing those born
May 12-18. You may feel a bit uncomfortable asking oth-
ers to help, but that is part of what this planetary energy
i5 trying to get you to open up and do

Then there is Saturn helping to give form to your cre-
ativity. Saturn is trying to make sure that your imaginative §
ideas make it to the physical world, You should be able to
take any good idea, and with some planning, really make
it work. Ifyou have children, this will be a time when they
are growing up and maturing right in front of your eyes.
This is a shift from focusing so much of your personal
energy on their development and safety to paying more
attention Lo your own inner creative Spirit or inner child. .
This very same energy can also give form to any new busi- 38
ness jdea that you may be considering. :

Gemini pLi 1L May

luto prepares you for a massive overhaul in the
relationship and intimacy sector of your ife. This
is espedally strong for those born May 20-25.
You are digging up secrets that you keep from others
and many that you keep from yourself. This directly
influences your relationships. You want more from your
partner, and they want more from you. This includes
business and personal relationships. At the core of this
could be problems associuted with mopey or very dif
ferent value systemns. This may Bring some relationships
to an end because the differences can't be resolved.

You need to pay more attention to your investments
This part of your life is very unstable, and you could lose
some of your savings if you don't take heed.

Part of you wants to get away fromitall and not
deal with the strong sepse of respansibility that dogs
you. Take up a hobby or start a class lo give those de-
sires for freedom and inner searching practical applica-
tion. Ifyou work from an inner perspective, rather than
being driven by expectations or things outside you, you
will succeed with these energies, If you try to do the
same ole thing, you will not be able to follow through
or feel passionate about what you are doing. Taking

Cancer 2009 june 22-July 22

'ou moon kids are a busy bunch with Pluto, planet
of death and rebirth, moving into your relation
ship sector for the next 14 years. This has the most

impact on those born June 22- an expect your re-
lationships will go through a massive cleanup. Some may
not last and you may be sad about that, and others may
leave and you will be happy. You are more open about
what your needs are than you have been in many years
Internally, you get rid of old patterns that unconsciously
sabotaged your relationships in the past. At the very bot-
tom of this is getting to know yourself better

Becoming more intimate is also high on your agenda

You are definitely interested in opening up and letting
autyour secrets and getting to know your partner and
closest friends berter, Many of you are moving beyond the
physical and getting to know the world in a more spiritual
or metaphysical sense. This is strongest for those born July
15-20. Association, either through friendship or other re

latianships canbe very financially beneficial. Investments
carn prove very qood forYoueven in this time of finandial
uncertainty. Taking classes in this area are especially help
ful. Just besuce that you are open to new opportunities
that may take you outside your comfort zone.

& finances,

adult education classes is a good way to stimulate yo_u !
brain and get energy into this part of your lifa,

Travel can be-especially significant. You are more’
open to new surroundings and ideas, Spas of retreats
may be best because there is an underlying purpose
for being there,

Career choices are still being revitalized, espe-
cially for those born June 12-18. You won't be able to
do the same routine. If you can't find something where

you are currently employed, you may look elsewhere
to find satisfaction. The more active you are in this
process, the more freedom you will feel. If you wait for
others to make decisions, you feel more restricted.
This is a year to get family life and home in order.
This is both an internal and external process. Work on
what makes you feel safe and secure. The home anal
ogy is about the inner self; that is where you want o
feel more secure, Gemini by nature doesn't always feel
good about commitment, since you feel choosing one
thing limits you from doing another. Any work or plan
must have several autlets 5o that you don't get bored
or feel trapped. [f you don't take this process into your
own hands, Saturn will be using the big guilt stick on
you, bashing you about the head and shoulders. Create
your own inner home and security so you can make
that happen on the outside as well,

eatly benefit from taking
classes this year; you are especially receptive to néw
information. If you are the one doing the teaching, step
outside what vou are accustomed to and consider new
ways [0 get your message across. Get more connected

to the Internet, another great source of mcome. Your
message and ideas reach a larger audience, and you need
a better way for that to happen. Speaking of vacations
you are really ready to get away from your routines, This
is strongest for those born July 14-20.

Organization is another key area of activity this
year. You are ready to get your life, your office, and your
home more ordered. You were very busy last year and just
didn’t seem to get all your projects finished. First comes
the assessment period, then start tossing out what you
don’t need, You don't have time for people and projects
that don't give your life some meaning and purpose.
Communications with family members could be short and
terse. Watch your attitude! You are not as open and as
receptive as you usually are, and that crabby nature could
come tothe surface.

Watch for career bumps from the end of February
through the end of April. Don't waste your resolirces or
your skills during this time, Keep your expenditures toa
minimum and don't take any unnecessary nisk with your




here could be a lot of cleaning going on at your house

and a lot of tossing out te go with it. There is an internal

cleaning going on as well. You look to improve your
diet and exercise programs. Health issues come up if you are
not ready to address this and make necessary improvements,
Don't let that happen. Move on this idea before you have to.

€0 2009 july 23-—August‘ﬁ':"

At the core of this, you are questioning all aspects of your
reality and your purpose on the planet.

This year you are supposed to biecome more innovative
with your talents and come up with better ways to create
a mare diverse economic base. There could be new people
coming into your [ife with opportunities that you have never
considered befare. You are alsa supposed to be spicing up the
activity in the bedroom, You and your partner are stuck in a

Hang on as your work environment gets the cosmic makeover, routine, and it may cause your relationship some problems, '
Some of you may be moving work locations, while others are maybe even one of you to wander, Another aspect of this is v
doing a major remodel of work locale or office equipment, that you work on freging yourself from fears that have limited A

There could be some downsizing going on in Your workplace,
This will have the most impact on these born July 23-26.
Relationships are a big deal for you this year. First,
Jupiter, planet of opportunity and good luck, enters the area
in your horoscope that rules alliances. Those of you with
existing relationships feel a breath of fresh alr in your part-
nership. You feel more positive about your partnerthan you

have in the past. Those of you without a partnership wilkbe 5

your taking risks on yourselfin the past. You are more outspo
ken and direct. This is strongest for those born August 14-20.
Finally, 5aturn is bearing down on the financial sector
of your horoscope, This means that you need to be getting
your money, credit cards, and all debts in order. You may feel
wery appressed by your financial situation, even to the point
of depression and-losing sleep. You are caught up in the idea
tht your credit score has some reflection on your self-worth

interested in making contacts with potential partnerssiE could be further from the truth. You are just afraid to

very least, you have a more active social life. For the al you need help, Leos always want to appear strong

August 15-20, you are more confused about your refat| i b "" elf-reliant, and when you have to ask for help, you are
direction. In fact, you may want to spend more time alone [ A ! ashamed. Just think that your loyal subjects are offering their

32

~ spiritual path of health and work is mare to your liking, You
" nead a more peaceful wark environment, Yoga or tai chiis

rather than be in any social situation. You could be conflicted
near the end of the year, feeling a pull in both directions of
needing time alone and wanting to be around more peaple.

Read more on your sign at www.OutSmartMagazine.com

reative juices ﬂuw and you search out usel’ ul outlets
fior that energy. You may start a new business mar-
keting some specific talent or creation that has been
waiting in the wings, or you may take up a-leadership posi-
tion orexpect advancement. This is not a year to waste,

If you have children, they could show a lot of {eadership

o maturity this year. Try notto get into a power struggle
with them. Rather, be a guide or mentor. A latent talent

miay make its way to the stirface. You want to express more 2

r ofyour imaginative capacity to access your inner child and it e ¥ e I_"E g and gvery:hlng .Hm
B iloiw your own child to be his/hver own person. i5 you or represents ?-ummnlhe [ist. This has a major
. New work routines are on the horizon. Some of you get y impacteon your relationships, where you also need
- new working conditions or work equipment; others change I renewal, Saturm wants 1o know wheTe you are headed
3 work locations. You are busier than usual. Therearenew forthe futare, and Ehel“’oﬁ‘”"'y wnhalde'arplantha:
L8 people to work with, and the work environment is more h'_‘ﬂh F_enpie ia .paniupatmq in. Ifthere fsn't more eq-
L pleasant than usual. You should get along with most every- UIl.dhi!it}r, she wlln E.rl-courage you to mave on. The same
- ‘Vf‘u one this year, Health routines are suiccessful when you focus thm-_; is happerfirng in your (an-aer sector, You should be
757 onimproving them. The more social the health routine, getting lecugmt}nn, a promotion, and more responsi- s
% themore successful you will be. For some of you, a more bility. 1Fyou don't, you take your talents eisewhere. You

the perfect exercise for you. You may even choose to warkat
heme this year, aveiding the crowds and drama altogether.
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you Although this may sound comical, it is not. Open up and

gifts to you as a sign of love and appreciation for you being

There is strong need for absolute renewal in your
relationship patterns. This work is about you. You may be
feeling trapped or that your relationship lacks passion.
This cycle can be a time when some relationships come
to-an end. If you avoid facing this issue, you will find that
your partner will bring it up in a less understanding way,
Itis espedially tense in early February and mid Septem-
ber, particularly for those born September 14-20.

With Saturn, the get-a-life-get-a-job planet, moy-
ing through your sign, you are more pragmatic than

are rather testy during February and September. Keep

the doors and windows open 50 you can ascape if you
need to. Be responsible to yourseif and let others make

 their own choices and do their own work.

This will be strongest for these born September 15-20. X f?

P,

- Libra 2009 september 23-0ctober 23

leaning out the home, family, and emational

foundations is one of your major projects. Some

of you are moving, some are remodeling, and
some are i a state of flux. This is your time to cut your
umbilical cord. You are questioning who you are and
where you are supposed to be. The first stage is the
big clean-out. Expect to go through your closets, store
3 rooms, files, etc. You may not have much left when
o you are done. This includes family, friends, romantic
partners, and clients. You are clear about how your
uncanscious controls your actions and degisions, and-
you are reconsidering decisions made over your lifetime.
This is how deep the deansing will be. Expect changes

Your creativity is based on fulfilling a deeper sense of
your connection to nature or your spiritual self. You
may be drawn toactivities that make the world more
ecologically safe and that help others clean up their
inner selves. Part of what you are doing is reparative
work on your own child-raising experiences.
Discarding old health and work habits are also
on the menu. Try new ways to get yourselfinvolved
in exercise, This will tie into the cleansing you are
doing. Your tolerance of drama at work will be low.
\ IFyou can, look for the person who is in charge to
~clear up the mess so you don't take it on a5 your job.
- You are not very patient, and you may end up telling
the truth. .. and we can't have that. Look also for
improvement in your high-tech equipment. if they

S8 with your parents as you take over the parenting role. consult you, that will be best. You have many good 5
B This is strongest for those born September 23-26. ideas of how 1o make the workplace more efficient. 2
' Creative pursuits are part of your agenda. With the You test your spiritual beliefs, looking for a belief ? =3
o seriausness of what is qoing on, you need diversions to that is practical, useful;and has an earthly reward. .'."_-: o
: ,'-J_ help maintain a sense of perspective. Your people skills You alse question beliefs and ideas from childhood. e
2. & areexcellent, and you will be able to manage even the Your vision about these things is better than it has “_1}
o worst curmudgeon. If you can do more of this in your been, so don't be self-critical about past decisions. P“f.
5 waorkorbusiness, you can be very successful—es- Take it in stride and be grateful that you have better v ._

vision and can make better choices. You may also be

visiting friends in the hospital this year, Your visit will b
do them wonders. Don't miss this chance. ,&_
-

= “_‘l b A T S
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pedially if your work s entertaining others. Some of
you are more selective about whom you chodse to-be
around, This is strongest for those bom Gctober 16-20.

want or where you want to be or what others expect
of you, Renting is much better for you right now than
buying. Don't worry about your need for isolation;
this is a time to connect with your inner spiritual self.
Only allow peaple into your life that you really trust.

You are drawing like-minded people into your
life, peopte who have a passion for life and are doing
things that really interest you. You may sweep away
friends who need too much caretaking. This will be
very strong during February and September. You
want them 1o be mature and take responsibility for
their actions. Look for play outlets that you have
not previously allowed yourself. This is strongest for
those barn November 13-19,

Groups and associations are going through a
major averhaul this year. First, they must have a
purpose in your life. You are not interested in spend-
ing your time and money with an organization that
isn't responsibly motivated. You will be an effective
leader if you take on a leadership role in an arganiza-
tion that will benefit from your organizational skills
and your direct, to-the-point way of interacting.
Don't be afraid to step up. Don't warry, not everyone
is going to like you anyway. Look for support and
information from trusted friends. They will be able
totell you the truth and help in this endeavor. —

Scorpio 2009 octobe

our communication skills improve, and you are
able to say more in fewer words. Even though
the ideas that you communicate are simple to
you, they have profound effect on those who listen.
Your words can be more piercing than usual, even for a
Scorpio. Sibling relationships are changing this year. You
will certainly have to let go of the relationship you had

as children. You expect them to grow up, or you will be
having a heart to heart with them.

For those wondering if you need a new car, the
answer is yes, This is strongest for those born October
24-126. Keep an open mind. Take classes, renew skills,
and keep your brain active.

You need more space, more windows, and definitely
more light in your life. You could be moving or just
remodeling, but your house will look different. Thisis
a healing time with your family, They are more open to
you as an adult and an individual than they have been in
avery long time. You feel much less trapped. If your par-
ents are elderly, make an effort to visit as they may not
be-with you much fonger. Travel will do wonders for you.

For those born November 14-19, you look for
someplace you can call home. You are not sure what you
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{i‘r.ttuu{u&-_ 2009 November 22-December 21

ome of you really feel the financial crunch. You

qget rid of debts and tidy up old fiduciary records

as a precursor to overhauling your skills and
talents. This Is an excellent time for taking classes to
improve skills or consider another career, one that
offers real satisfaction in your work. You may see old
clients going by the way. You have to get out there and
market yourself, Ask for help from a professional to
improve your efficiency and exploit talents you have
kept buried. Look to the future. Don't hold on to the
past just because you did that well,

Your day-to-day routine gets very busy. Keep a
handle on your commitments, else you will need a clone
to keep up. There are so many things that you want
to do, and the list keeps expanding. If you are a writer
or public speaker, this is a fabulous year for you. Your
words and thoughts get out there, and people are very
accepting of your ideas. If you are interested in publish-
ing, make it happen. Don't hesitate to get an agent.
They are more receptive to you than ever for this entire
year. Those of you born December 14-19 are especially
creative and imaginative, You could be the people doing
art with a very high-tech method. Open up and share
your dreams with others. They might touch people in a

way that resonates with their divine selves,

luto, planet of the cosmic enema, entered

your sign in 2008 for a 14-year stay. Her initlal

impact is greatest on those born December
2225, If you were bom later in the sign, don't worry;
she will eventually get to you. The last time Pluto was
here 248 years ago, King George taxed the colanies for
his expenses in the French and Indian War, setting off
the American Revolution. Those of you affected are
experiencing a personal revolution. You are open 1o
new ideas, thought forms, and personal expression.
Quet with the old and in with the new. There are
no limits, 5o feel free to chuck it all. You are going
through a death and rebirth, and you control your [ife
choices like never befare, Choose well.

This could be a good investment year for you,

You have to be conservative with your choices, but
you have an intuitive knack for picking out things that
will recover and look good for the tuture. Your desire
is elevated. Itis sasy for you to justify spending, but
other than investments, curtail your spending. You
need more attention and recognition from your part-
ner, boss, friends, and clients. Let them know what
you need. You don't give out many signals, and they
probably can't read that kind of subtlety. Those of you
barn January 13-17, try to figure out what you need to

Revamping your innermast motivation N
isat the core of this, In the past, your impetus '
came from expectations that others had
for you. You felt an obligation do what they
asked. This was not a sacrifice, as you felt good
doing this. But now, you are ready to address
astronger internal desire and release some of

e yourinternal fuel that has kept you stimulated.
Some of you, especially in the first third of the
year, will feel bored with personal routines
and work. You need to find something new to
do, even ifitis 2 hobby. Otherwise, there is too
much pressure on your career 1o be more fulfill-
ing that it was intended to be, This has greatest
impact for those born December 13-19. In your
work, you are ready for a new challenge—a
promotion or a whole new career, If you do not
find it where you now work, you will be updat
ing your résumeé, Minimally, you expect people
at work to behave more maturely. You are very,

% h very, very, very tired of trying to do most of the
\ work and keep everyone’s spirits up as well

Your dog-and-pony show is in retirement, and
you are ready for everyone else to do what

is expected and not whine about it. Don't be
afraid to look at totally different career paths.
This isa very good year to change

do and can't seem to get a handle on it. Enjoy the
search and don't worry about logic-based decisions.
If you can rely on your intuition, you will do fine.
Otherwise, enjoy the search and don't worry about
coming up with a clear plan until next year,

You are bored with day-to-day routines. This
creates impatience, which is not normal for you and
surprises a lot of people. You normally couch your
words in a pleasant and acceptable manner, but now
yousay what's on your mind, and you aren't apolo-
getic. Be careful of your physical movement and
driving habits. You could be actident- prone this year,

- 3
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especially in February and September. People from g'ff

other cultures bug you, and you don't want to adjust z:.’f:.'
o
R

ta them or change. It's okay, you don’t have to, This
is especially strong for those born January 12-17.
Your ruling planet, Saturn, supports you in
career shifts. You can retrain or retool or even start
anew career. What she demands from you is a clear

e ¢ L
LolE

pian, a concrete goal, and a method for getting

from A to B. Without this clarity, Saturn is not going

to be helpful, and she will only point out the areas

where you didn't do well. Let her be your quide. She

has a penchant for detail, and she is always your

best friend. R
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Aquar'us 2009 January 20—Februﬁry 8

o you remember when Martin Luther challenged
the church and caused a religious revolution?
This is your time to do that for your life. Whether
you are a religious conservative or a New Ager, you are
* decontaminating that part of your life. You see lies, half
. * truths, or just plain ole BS that was offered as truth, and
you experience anger and become somewhat jaded. Some
of you give up 2l| beliefs, others step past this and invent
new belief systems. Ultimately, that is what you have to do
anyway, but the clean-out is the first step in the process.
This is strangest for those born January 20-23.

Also, Jupiter, planet of growth, travel, education; and
expanding brain, enters your sign for a year, making you
moreoptimistic about life. You bring more people into your
 ife, increase your social activity, and are more willing to try
new things. This can make you extra busy in your career,
and you may have mare work and responsibility than you
J+  want, resulting in over-commitment. You may have a time
© trying to reign in your ideas. You need friends to look over
your plans 5o that you can finish them this year and notin
2020, Expect more opportunity and make the best choices.

Faor those of you born February 12-16, you are on your
spiritual pilgrimage. You are looking for aspects in your life

'ou are evolving at a rapid rate, and many of
your friends won't be able to keep up. Make
way for new people in yaur |ife. You eliminate
organizations that have outlived their usefuiness.

Some can be salvaged, provided they are reinvented -
with new goals and led by someone fresh and new.
That parson could be you; you are ready to step up
and take on a feadership role. You lead by example,
and others just follow you. And I'm not kidding.
Thisis strongest for those born February 19-22. Far
those supremely motivated, politics could be your
new venue. This is a powerful time for you.

You are open to new ideas and peopte from dif-
ferent cultures, You incorporate new ideas and find
practical uses for them. You integrate your spiritual
views into a nieat package that draws fram all you
have explored. The result is more peace in your life.
Some of you lead others on a path of enlightenment
via a teaching path or a process of spiritual enlight-
enment. This is an excellent time to put your ideas
ta paper. Don't worry; there is a part of you that Is
double-checking and making sure there is a practical
application for all that you explare,

For asmall group of you, those born March

that feed you from the inside out and not the outside
in, This isn't your year to make choices but to explore ;
options. Choices you make must be very open-ended 3
50 that you can come and go at will, orit must fill

| yourpassion gauge, so that you aren’t deterred by

£ the work involved. Follow your intuition.

You are supposed to be stepping way outside
yolir comifort zone this year. Lok at talents that you
have not previously used, You have plenty of prac-

: tirality backing you up, so you don’t have to warry
about your plans not coming to fruition. Some of you
miay find your campany is loaking to shift away from :
ottdated products toward another market share. = :
Your mind is very inventive. Share those ideas.

You are reviewing intimacy and looking to make
relationships more réal and connected. If you are not
able to, or ifthe other people involved aren't willing

or are justtoo lazy, you look for greener pastures.
Financial problems could be just the tip of the iceberg
between you and your partner, as hidden problems
come to the surface. You may have to look deep and
bee glad that you are getting this information so that
your trust with your partner can deepen. Couples
therapy helps you see your shadow part in this.

13-17, you are heavily engaged in reviewing your spiritual
path. Some are headed out to workshops, meditation
groups, ot spiritual retreats. You are not satisfied with oth-
ers’ words or ideas. You are |ooking for the éxperience and
the epiphany that anly comes with a personal connection
with your spiritual center.

with Uranus, planet of revolution and passion, moving
through your sign, you do not tolerate deferred gratifica-
tion. You want fulfillment now. Not the usual patient Pisces,
allowing others to go ahead of you, you want to be first,
theugh you don't mind lending a hand to someone behind
you. You break old boundaries that once provided safety
and support but now limit your newfound abilities. Uranus
is the planet of rebellion, and you are rebelling against the
old you. This is strongest for those bomn March 12-16.

You review how well you have constructed your
partnerships. Were you open about what you wanted in
the beginming? If not, you go back and straighten that out.
Your partner hias to be mare responsive and responsible. [t
doesn't have to be 50/50, but thére must be more conscious
Interaction, If this isn’t happening, you will bring your rela-
tionship to an end. This is true of personal, friendship, and
business relationships. There must be new goals and new
intimacies that pull your relationships together. The good
news is that there is great potential for that to happen, You
just can't do it alone. M
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Blase DiStefano: Can we get started with
Proposition 87 | think it's interesting
because as I'm interviewing you, some
Houstonians are protesting at City Hall,
which is not far from here.

Tom Hulce: I live in New York and 1 grew up
in the Midwest and [ have lived in Califor-
nia. So election night was a thrilling event

in terms of possibility of the open end of the

bracket, if you will, and potential for a differ-

ent set of givens was quite bitter

sweet in terms of composition

.. . Perhaps we are just on a

trajectory and we will prevail

as soon as enough people are

vounger, because it seems

to be not an issue in

any way for people

under 30,

Interview and recent photo of Hulce by Blase DiStefano

Young people don’tseem to think anything
of it, and a lot of them are experimenting.
Did you ever experiment?

I grew up in Ann Arbor, Michigan, which
was a very progressive community, and
there was a period where it was cool to be
experimenting, because it was something
your parents definitely wouldn’t want you to
be doing. [Both laugh] And that was a lovely
coincidence for those of us who identified in

the ¢ulture of the revolutionary position.

How did you feel or did you have support...
I'm not trying to make assumptions here,
but | read on the web that you're out.

It's interesting when people want to talk or
not talk about that. I have no issues about
that, so I'm fine to talk about it.

I guess becauge in a much bigger sense

The music man: Tom Hulce was about 30 years old when he played
Mozart in the 1984 film, Amadeus, which earned him an Academy
Award nomination. Now 55, Hulce is a producer of Spring Awaken-
ing, the Tony Award-winner for Best Musical in 2007. Broadway
Across America brings the play to Houston's Hobby Center,
January 6-18. Details: broadwayacrossamerica.com.

Musical Genius
to Musical Theater

Tom Hulce gets his first look at Houston
as Houston gets its first look at his
Tony Award-winning production of ‘Spring Awakening’

've been here for a day. . . . It seems interestingly eclectic here in a way that’s sur-
pwi5ﬂ1gilwtern1s:}flhunﬂiché:ﬂ'nlaggchj'hw”ﬁ*xaﬁf’11n11FiLﬂce.f\cudcln}:AAvard-
nominated actor (for Amadeus 1984), Tony Award-nominated actor (for A Few Good
Men 1990), Emmy Award-winning actor (for The Heidi Chronicles 1996), and now
Tony Award-winning producer (for Spring Awakening 2007), relaxes at Houston’s
Hotel Tcon as he animatedly talks about his career, his coming out, and the touring
production of Spring Awakening that opens in Houston January 6.

than any one piece of who I was, I was very
dedicated to not doing things the way you're
-»Lli.\['lln,-'-;':l to. 1 was very dedicated to not fol-
lowing the rules, to creating my own set of
rules and found that when 1 tried to play by
the conventional rules, I was not good at it,
and when I made up my own rules, [ was very
happy with how things went. That mani-
fested in all kinds of ways, including 1n my
act i,-];; career. I never made the choices that
everyone thought [ should make. For me, in
a way, being in the film Animal House, that
was my aberration [both laughl, the thing
that was the most mainstream. It was like
what the hell was 1 doing over here when six
months earlier I was playing the stable boy
in Peter Shaffer’s play Equus? You couldn’t
find a more complex, psychotic, spiritually
confused, sexnally confused story, and then
I go over here and hecome a kind of white-

bread innocent icon.

Animal House was how people got to
know you.
Exactly, I did a couple of other films right —
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Musical Genius to Musical Theater

continued from pravious page

in that time period, but I felt i
was wrong Lo keep pretending
to be younger than I was and to
keep losing my virginity, and it
wasn't interesting to me. [1 was
interested in] character work,
because in some way the more
comfortable thing for me was to do
something off-center in some way.
So 1 took myself out of the film
arena and staved in the theater,
which was completely satisfying to
me. It was where [ felt like I lived.
I just thought that I would wait un-
til a piece of work came along that
wouldn't seem a contradictory piece of
work. And literally the next thing that
came along, four or five years later, to
my good fortune, was Amadeus.

We knew you, but now it was like
“Oh my goodness!” From Animal
House to...
Right, like,
[Both laugh]

“What's wrong with this

picture!?”

How did that affect you?
It was gigantic in terms of the kind of
response that we got. To this day, it gives
me a kind of validity and access in a way
that that legacy continues. Thank God for
DVDs and Netflix and everything,
it just means that everything has a very long

becaunse

shelf'life. We were nominated for Osears, and
[F. Murray Abraham| got the Oscar 'cause we
were in the same category. The Italians—in-
terestingly, given the part he plaved was
Italian—the Ttalians gave the award to me
[t was so ironic and funny and fun

The other thing I'll tell vou that I don’t
think I've talked about was that by then I
felt it was important to talk about my pri-
vate life, but I had waited long enough into
my publi¢ career that I wanted to wait until
a moment that it would have as much bang
for the buck. So I had targeted the Oscars
as just the place to simply acknowledge the
relationship I was in, and damnit if that
didn’t work out. [Both laugh] Then as my
desire to act waned, | stopped taking on
the major assignments that I had had. |
didn’t want this to be the consolation thing
of “When you stop acting, you start talking.”
[Both laigh] Then 1 just found a way to just
not have it be an issue, but I really wanted
to see if I could help.

In the meantime, I had a major chunk
of time for myself both here and in London
where | was doing Larry Kramer's play Nor-
mal Heart, and that was wildly meaningful
to me. . . . Larry Kramer and I went to the

38 JANUARY 2009  OutSmart

Behind the scenes: One of Tom Hulce's
most acclaimed roles came in 1988 with
the film Dominick and Eugene. He was
nominated for a Golden Globe Award for
Best Performance by an Actor in a Motion
Picture-Drama for his portrayal of the
mentally challenged young man. Seated

at Hulce's table at the ceremony, with
co-nominee Gene Hackman (Mississipp/
Burning), was Dustin Hoffman, who won
for a similar role in Rain Man, with Hulce
losing possibly due to lack of promotion by
Dominick’s praducers, Orion Pictures. Be-
cause his personal agency was “so pissed
off!" Hulce says, it, nol Orion, was responsi-
ble for this advertisment in the January 13,
1989, issue of The Hollywood Reporter.

world AIDS conference in Toronto at that
time and we had a press conference, and at
the press conference he was talking about
what it meant to him to have a gay actor to
play the part. And I was like, “Oh, okay.”
[Both laugh] But interestingly, the press
became unable to deal with it as a piece of
information, and there wasn’t a reason to
make an event out of it, so they didn't write
about it. So there was a chunk of time where
I was speaking openly about my own life
wherever I was if it was appropriate, and
there's a kind of reverse thing that could also
happen, because I wasn’t in the limelight
enough for it to be some kind of titillation.

When you did A Normal Heart, were you
aware of the AIDS epidemic?
Here's what shocked me: I lived in New
York at the time Larry’s play opened
down at the Public Theater, I think
maybhe in 1985, and it was that far into
the epidemie, and 1 lived within 20
blocks of the Public Theater, and I was
50 shocked. That play taught me what
was going on, because [ wasn't around
in the center of that life.

That must have been enlightening.
It was horrifying and enlightening,
and it made me want to make my
contribution at that time. I felt the
best contribution I could make was
through my work, and so literally I
sought out the opportunity te do that
piece of work

The one in London.

Yeah. they had done that play
at the Royal Court with Martin
Sheen playing Larry. But in what
world do I replace Martin Sheen
in anyvthing? [Both laugh/

At that time in London the
epidemic was at a much earlier
stage, so 1t felt like the play could
have an effect that was much

more immediate. It was bizarre—that was
at the height of my popularity, because it
was 18 months after Amadeus. So the front
rows had teenage girls who had come to see
The Normal

there were the normal theater-going audi-

Heart because of that, and then

ence, and there was the gay audience. It falt
so eool that there was a reason for the vari-
ous groups to go, and they were all having

the same intense experience together.

Tell me about the making of Dominick
and Eugene.

The producers set up a phenomenal circum-
stance where Ray Liotta and I moved to Pitts-
burgh and lived there for about six weeks
before the filming started. There was a great
care of the process in making something that
gave us the best chance to do work that was
as particular and intimate as it was.

[ couldn't have given my performance if
Ray weren't the other actor, because it re-
quired somebody who would be comfurtable
with a ridiculously intimate relationship, not
sexual but intimate. To be honest with you,
I don't remember what the circumstances
were, but there’s that little scene where the
two brothers are in the shower, and some of
the producers were getting a little nervous
and suggesting we don't shoot that. We did
shoot it, even though when we were shooting
it—we're not naked—the water’s freezing
cold inside! [Both laugh] —
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Musical Genius to Musical Theater

ntinued from page 36

When they were casting it, | was at that
point where they weren't allowed to ask me
to audition because [ was too fancy at that
point, o then my job became to make them
understand they should choose me, without
doing the thing I do best, which 1s act, right?
So I'm showing up for my meeting with them
and I just happen to have dog hair on my
sweater, and they can wonder if I'm doing it
on purpose or maybe it’s just me and maybe
my socks didn't mateh. They wanted to meet
with another actor and I didn't know who
it was. I walk in and it's Ray Liotta, and |
Okay, it's these two working-class

thought, ©
[talian brothers, and I'm the one who's not
coming back into this room. There's no way
he and I could be twins.” [Bath laugh] Bul
bless them again for their imagination, and
they nnderstood that that could happen

Mow back to stage with A Few Good Men.
It's Kinda weird...

That's crazy, right? [Both laugh] That's so
not my territory. Before A Few Good Men was
going to be done as a play, | had sent Aaron
Sorkin'’s screenplay of A Few Good Men to
my agents saying this guy is amazingly
talented, that this would be a perfect film

for your clients Tom Cruise or Val Kilmer,

who had just done Top Gun. So in order to
help Aaron, 1 had already cast the film. [Both

laugh] Many vears later, I get a phone call

asking if I would like tobeinit,and I'm i lu
“That’s crazy. What are they thinking?" 1
was thinking this is tl:u-:anl_w time in my life

I've been asked to do this kind of a part. And
so | agreed to join them

What was the filming like on Murder
in Mississippi?

We were
Atlanta, and Blair Underwood and 1

were rehearsing a scene on the street

shooting right outside of

and people didn’t know we were act-
ing, and someone pulled over to me
and said, “You better get out of here,
there's going to be [troublel.” I'm like,
“Dude, we're rehearsing.”

That would be scary. How did that
shoot go?

That was an amazing story to ¢limb
into. When vou shoot a film for tele-
vigion, the shooting is fast. But it
was something where everyvbody was
committed to it. But if you're looking
to cast someone who is identifiably
Jewish and from New York City, the
fact they got the WASP from Detroit
|Both laugh] It just meant
that I got a lot of opportunities to

to do it...
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climb into some really interesting stories
along the way.

Were there other incidents during the
filming?

There was a scene with a lot of extras, and
some people brought their own KKK out-
fite—that was a little tense

How scary. Makes me sit up. You've really
done a |ot of different roles and...

Lucky me, right? This applies to Spring
Awakening—the fact that in some way |
had the luxury of pursuing the work that in-
trigued me or challenged me and never really
had to have a consideration about my career

or commercial concerns. Part of what I think

has allowed Spring Awakening to become

what it's become is the fact that we never
talked abont where it was going to end up.

It got started about nine years ago, right?
Yes, the authors and Michael Mayer, the

director, worked for about two years through

a number of workshop processes just writing
it. And then it got put aside both because 9/11
happened and the theater in New York that
was going to do it for a while became much
more conservative in what they were doing,
And then the director and I went and made
the film The Home at the End of the World. So
basically I made their director unavailable to
them for a couple of years. [Both laugh]

We invited Duncan [Sheik] to do the

score, and Duncan and Steven [Sater] did
two songs for the film. But basically they
chose to wait and not get a different diree-
tor, so then the month the film opened, 1 sat
down with the three of them and said that
| would love to re-invigorate the adventure

of Spring Awakening and help take it to

Stargazing. Spring Awakening producer Tom Hulce (I) was
an honored guest at a reception hosted by George Lancaster
(r) at Houston's recently opened House of Blues. Fashion
designer Zang Toi, who was simultanecusly in Houston
premiering his spring '09 collection at Nordstrom, was also
honored at the reception co-hasted by Phoebe Tudor.

wherever it wanted to go and to finish the
proeess. Probably about six months later we
did a concert reading at Lincoln Center, and
then about 10 months after that we started
the process at the Atlantic Theater. I started
it about five years ago, and for me it was full
time because it was the hardest thing to get
people to understand what we saw that you
couldn’t see when you read it on the page

So you had to verbally convince them...
And get them into a room with it and let
them understand the #irill of being in a room
with a dozen young people in their late teens
and early 20s and this material and the kind
of authenticity that both the material and
these performers can bring to it. The play
is based on the 1891 Frank Wedekind play,
which is kind of a classic.

Wasn’t it banned for 100 years orso?

Yeah. The first uncensored English lan-
guage version was done in the '70s. But to
understand, there is this story that is hon-
est, a cautionary tale about what happens
if we are unable to answer the needs of our
voung people. But hand in hand with that, to
have an exhilarating, quite beautiful musi-
cal, this piece is 5o contradictory in every
way. This story takes place in the 1890s,
but the songs are in a contemporary idiom;
the story takes place in a kind of repressive,
conservative provinecial community, and the
songs take place in an abstract place that
is full of great exhilaration and possibility
and <'<~|-|1 The songs are considered some
kind of rock, but in their description in the
press, they use words like ‘ravishing' and
‘gorgeous.’ Those two words don't go together,
20 there's something about it—there's a new
set of rules that have made it incredibly chal-
lenging but also incredibly satisfy-
ing when it turns out the work that
we did can be accessible to so many

different groups of people

And at the Tonys, you won...

When we did the concert at Lincoln
Center, after that concert my part-
ner Ira [Pittleman] joined us, and he
and I are now producing partners in

terms of new projects.

You were the two producers?

To begin with, I was the only person
in the room moving it forward, and
then Ira joined, and then the Atlantic
Theater Company offered us a home,
s0 we were able to do the production
at the Atlantic. At that point just
Ira and I were involved and then we
decided we would be crazy and move
the show to Broadway, something we

tinued from page 81

River Oaks'2020'W. Gray 4872 Beechnut Street
- —Houston, TX 77091 Houston, TX 77096
B e 7130527 7200 7132188010

www.bathjunkie.com

+13-942-0800

wnp. envymeclothes.com

NOKIA S3I€I Jtl'rn-uMun: BlackBarmry'™ Pearl 8120
3 Tt

MOTOROLA RAIRZ, V8

Blua

SAMIUNG 1339

i

WIRELESS SERVICES
12320 Bellaire Bivd., Ste c-1,281.568.6108

Interested in becoming a T-Mobile Authorized Deale
Call Edward Carranco at 281.948.7520 for more informa

Central Wireless
14614 Gessner Drive
Houston, TX 77080

832.358.2442

Birch Wireless
244 Sharpstown Cir,, #K-1B
713.270.7843

Voice N View
8939 Westheimer Road
(Gessner Rd @ Foundren Rd)

713.334.3535

UNLIMITED

Calling and Messaging Plan

T-Mobile® Unlimited Plan,
Unlimited nationwide calling to any number, even landlines.
Unlimited nationwide messaging (text, pic and IM)

Flat rate of $99.99 per month plus faxes and fees.
Includes nationwide long-distance and roaming.

‘|- - -Mobile~

authorized dealer

Wireless Dreams Telecom Viet Hoa
{Inside Hong Koang Clly Mall) {Viet Hoa Supermarket])
11205 Bellaire Blvd, Aisle ¥ 8300 W. Sam Houston Pkwy

832.328.1300 281.564.5300

*All unlimited features are only for direct communications between 2 people; domestic only. Additional restrictions apply; see printed materials and T-Mobile's Terms and
Conditions at T-Mobile.com for details. Limited time offer; subject to change. T-Mobile and the magenta color are federally registered trademarks of Deutsche Telekom AG,

JANUARY 2009




BOVS

in the

Defying Disney:

To kick off 2008,

Houston Grand

Opera to Go's Kade

Smith (1) and Chuck

Winkler rework Antonin
Dvorak's Little Mermaid

for local students in grades
three through eight. The orig-

inal operatic version of the
story, with which many of the
young audience members are
likely less familiar than its ani-
mated retelling, plays Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays at Hein-
en Theatre, January 26-February
13. Details: houstongrandopera
.org/operatogo.

pera

Gay, talented, and dedicated to bringing opera

to kids, these guys are an artistic dynamic duo

by Marene Gustin
Photo by Mark Hiebert

huck Winkler and Kade Smith live and
breathe opera, but [h{-.\ do have their
differences, Winkler is a native Hous-
tonian who loves to eook, Smith, an
Okie, prefers baking cookies. Winkler

was a boy soprano, Smith wanted to be

a scientist but didn’t have the grades.

“I'm a morning person.” Winkler adds. “He's not.”
When collaborating on the children’s operas they help
create for Houston Grand Opera’s Opera to Go!, they
fuel up with vanilla vodka and Dr. Pepper. And, some-
how, it all turns out all right

We have a great working relationship and we

socialize together,” savs Smith. But they aren’t part-
ners in real life—both have boyfriends—even though

ther. ll‘]!l'.\ not -||||j. SINg 1n

they spend a lot of time tog
HGO's chorus, but Winkler is the director of HGOco
while Smith is the program director. And in their
spare time they create 45-minute, high-energy kid
operas from three-hour classics that tour the country
introducing young people to the magic that is opera.

“Sure, it’s hard,” says the boyvish Winkler, who al
16 resembles a cuter, younger Scott Baia, dressed sans
tie in a corduroy jacket and jeans. “But we know whal
these kids want, you have to keep them laughing. A lot
of what we do is based on cartoon humor.”

Smith, 30, who dresses more like a cool college

professor but admits to being young at heart, adds that
he “loves Square Bob Sponge Pants!”

But more than just an affinity for kiddie entertain-
ment, it takes a great deal of talent and music aplomb
to l'll]‘.ril-rl_-".,' classics like )'Jr,'.l.l_'_',n", ter -'i_.".f}',lu J’]’l'_;;f,l‘,i.( nt into
English-language performances that not only grab the
attention of some 300 K-to-8th-grade students but,
hopefully, impart an appreciation of the art as well.

“It’s just a great way of telling a story,” Winkler
says of opera. “Every performance [ introduce [ try to
compare it to sports. Opera is like the Olympics. It's
not just some person with a Viking hat on.”

Smith agrees. “The arts enrich our hives in ways
olher entertainment can't. Sitting in front of the TV
two hours a day doesn’t make me want to be a better

person.”

But TV watching, and just about
everything else, does fuel their creations.
Besides condensing classics and writing
English librettos for them, the duo are
also working on original works—with

Winkler writing the musiec and Smith do-

ing the lyries—that will reach their young

audiences.

“We have a lot going on in our heads,”
Winkler says, as Smith finishes his sen-
tence by adding “but nothing we want to
tell you about right now!”

Whatever they come up with—an
opera version of Hannah Montana?—you
can bet it will be a big hit with the kids.
And maybe, just maybe, a life-changing
l‘\[:\i'l'll'lll'f'

“Even if it’s just one kid 1n 350, if we
can light that spark, we've done our job,”
sums up Winkler.

Opera, and in particular HGO, are
their lives.

“I think 1t’s just a great place of op-
portunity,” says Winkler of the opera
company.

“It’s opera-terrific!” adds Smith.
“I did not say that!” Winkler points out

with a laugh.

Marene Gustin wrote about pets and thetr own

ers in the November isswe of OutSmart

Bony Waars « Faonass - Nox-Suraicat Face Lirrs

OLYMPIAN
[HERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
| BARBER

Voted Best Hairsfylist and
One of the Best Mossage Therapists
2007 & 2008 OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awords

“At 1ts essence,

is about improving quali
of

ore than 20 years of experience
orking with couples, individuals and

families to Strengthen relationships, intimacy and sexuality —
Enhance self-esteem, confidence and life skills — Treat depression,
grief, anxiety and addictions.

Additional specialties include:

Career and Business Development, Sport Enhancement

Kristin K. Anderson Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist

9525 Katy Freeway, Suite 200
Houston, Texas 77024
713-263-0400 ext. 203
www.DrKristinAnderson.com

FREE INITIAL PHONE CONSULT

Mouth-Waterin

Shepherd Square
2055 Westheimer, Houston, Texas 77098
www.eyecontact.com 713.520.6600




The
Incredible
Shrinking Woman

Losing weight wasn’t a matter of vanity for Sally Huffer.
It was a matter of life and death

by Nancy Ford
Photo by Yvonne Feece

osing
weight.
It’'s New
Year’s
resolution

Numero Uno.
But for Sally Huffer, getting
her weight under control was

much more than a vow made

at midnight on the last day of
December

“Looking in the mirror, I
would have been a fool not to
see my own mortality star-
ing back at me,” Huffer says.

“I lost my mother last year

and one of my best friends

in May of this year. Both

could have made decisions to

prolong their lives but opted

for the majority of their lives

to engage in behavior that was

deadly—smoking.”

After suffering these losses,

Huffer realized she was doing

the same thing with her own

vice—food. And she had prom-

ised both her parents prior to

their deaths that she'd keep an

eye out for “The Best Brother in
the Whole Wide World ‘Trade-
mark,” as she refers to her
brother, Bradley. “That meant
that I had to stick around.”

On September 17 of this

year, her 43rd birthday, Huffer
entered Park Plaza Hospital
to undergo a “laprascopic

“I have met some other people in the GLBT community who have had either lapband or gastric bypass surgery, : 3
and | am so grateful to be able to get to know them better” says Sally Huffer, who underwent gastric bypass Roux-en-Y gastric bypass and
surgery in September. “It's nice to feel a sense of community within the community” cholecystectomy.” —
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RSVP 2009 jlLomputer Wiz

I|IIST AFFORDABLE ALL-GAY,

~ MEXICAN RIVIERA CRUISE™
~IN20 VEARS - JOIN IN THE FIIN!‘“_

ls your Machine Running Slow
and freezing up frequently’

We Can

Help!
Give us

a call

Vista frushrating uour

Too many
pop-ups?
Slow Infeme!
surfing?

TRAVEL, INC.
713.661.2117. #:877.775.9616

wwnw.conciorgotrmuvnl.co

713.979.4500
computer-wiz.net

FAB & FINE & FUN ARRIVALS DAILY!

Huge Variety of American, 120,000 S - £E Open y 4 d’ays
T Ocaarm-Sprm

Indian, Oriental &
Architectural Furniture &
Decorative Accessories,
as well as an Amazing
Selection of Collectibles!

* %k * kK kK k¥

English, French, Continental, of Sh Oppm g
SRS , ;

Dealer Booths featuring
Antigues, Art, Books, Clocks,
Coins, Collectibles, Glassware,
Jewelry, Lighting, Linens,
Persian Rugs, Vintage Clothing,
Knick Knacks and More!

1001 West Loop North
(@ Old Katy Road
Houston, TX 77055
713-688-4211
1-866-714-9139 toll free

Showcase Gallery

Fine Jewelry Appraisal

Carnalyn “[lompoon's
4 I \ Porcelain Restoration
AN IQ-[JE Onental Rug Restoration ms TEA HDDM
Gift Certificates H

Open Dail
CENTER OF TEXAS www.antiquecenteroftexas.com &www.'z!tiquecenteroftz:as.net
T E XS ’ LAR G E ST email: ctantiquecenter@yahoo.com
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URBAN SOLES
— O UTPOST~—
506 W 19 E s:'I'I'%E:E'T'

(1IN T HEIGHTS)

SuppeRT YOUR CORMURITY
Sxep LecAL

Footwear for
the Urban Adventurer

We carry Merrell, Keen,
Clarks, Earth, Simple, Birkis,
El Naturalista, Chaco, Bern,

Smartwool and many more!!!

wwwUrbanSolesOutpost.com

880-1187

FILE

THE GAY WAY!
Form 1040
$29.95
Form 1040-EZ
$9.95

Not sure?
Call (888)GLBT-CPA

www.THEGAYCPA.com

Affliated with
Shockley Tax Advisory
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The Incredible Shrinking Woman

confinued from page 44

*The latter is a fancy way of saying I had
my gall bladder removed,” she says. “1 did
not know it at the time, but my gall bladder
was infected with a very large stone.”

Some might think undergoing surgery
is a strange way to celebrate one's birth-
day, but it made perfect sense to Huffer. “I
figured 1if people can renew their wedding
vows, | can renew my birthday,” she reasons.

Hadar Spivak, MD, FACS, “a bril-
liant man,” Huffer extols, performed the
surgery, which cost $18,000, which her
insurance didn't cover. “There appar-
1_-||T|.\ 15 a |m||li||:|v in the state of Texas
that gives insurance companies the right
to deny coverage to companies with less
than 250 employvees, even if my employer
wanted to purchase a rider to cover the
surgery,” Huffer says. “I understand that
it'’s hard for them to spread the cost out,
but Medicaid covers the surgery

“But I was afraid that at my weight, I
couldn’t wait—heeheehee—until I qualified
for Medicaid,” she quips. Huffer’s financial
planner, Gary Brownfield, recommended
she purchase the surgery with a credit
card that awarded points for purchases.

“I was able to get gift cards for peaple
during the holidays with the points [ had
accumulated. I didn't have to pay any
interest, and then paid off the credit card
with the money I had saved.”

Huffer’s hospital stay lasted four days,

which she followed with a

adding more solemnly, “I still have a long,
long way to go.” Regarding other numbers,
Huffer has no specific target weight. Her
goal is r~'il1|]!l_‘\- to live ||r|I_L_[L'1'

“1 plan to keep losing after I'm under

200—don’t get me wrong. It’s just one of those

things I cannot wrap my brain around.”
Huffer, Montrose Counseling Center's
community projects specialist since Au-
gust 1, 2000, realizes her weight loss car-
ries with it emotional implications as well
as physical. “When 1 first met with Dr.
Spivak, he asked me what I thought about
getting into a size 10, I started weeping.
[ remember wearing a size 14 in sixth
grade; I have no memory of being smaller

n that. He said [ may even end up in a
smaller size. This is not something I can
comprehend. Still.”

Less than four months after surgery,
Huffer says she is already experiencing
vast improvement in her health. “This
last summer [ had been diagnosed with
diabetes, and that is in remission. | feel
better—I can fit into armchairs! [ am
much more disciplined in terms of drink-
ing a lot of water and eating three times
a day. | used to not eat all day long until |
came home from work. That does a serious
number on yvour metabolism.”

Apart from “harassing my kid brother

for years to come,” Huffer says, there

are “silly things" she looks forward to
I]-.IIII;-'.' that she couldn’t do at the height

of her obesity. “T couldn’t go to movies at
River Oaks Theater because the seats are

uncomfortably narrow.

few days’ pampering at a
local hotel to recuperate
Her surgery resulted in

“four very tiny incisions,”

inches long that allowed
a route for infection to
exit the body, took about a
month and a half to heal
For about a week after sur-
gery, she also had a tube
coming out of her abdomen
to allow fluid to drain—all
with minimal pain.

“1 had some shooting
pains where the doc-
tor said scar Lissue was
forming on my abdominal
muscles,” she says. “But
that has subsided now.”

very day, Huffer says, |

she feels stronger and

stronger; she had lost
more than 70 pounds as of
December 1. “1 used up a
lot of gravity,” she jokes,

Food for
Thought

)
and a IArger ane, about two performed as outn:

[ was ashamed to fly
because | knew ':|'u-_\"r.i
slap me with purchasing
two seals, not Lo mention
all the fearful stares of
everyone in the board-
ing area who prays they
don’t have to sit next to
me, [ won't have to ask
for a seat belt extension
and will be able to sit in
the exit row. Hopefully
the summer heat won't
be so debilitating. 1 will
have more stamina. |
already have more than
I did before surgery,

and I imagine that will
continue to improve. And
I'm looking forward to
being able to buy some-
thing other than shoes
in a regular department

store!”

Proposition 8 protest in
December's OutSmart.

RICHARD RAY
REALTOR
EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
PHENOMENAL RESULTS

The 2007
Top Producer

Most Closed
Transactions with
Heritage Texas
Properties in 2007

Recognized by
HBJ's
Top 25 List

713.341.1651

HERITAGE

TEXAS PROPERTIES

moyihenfogetexos. cam

vwew. heritogetexos oom

Nancy Fard reported on the

Smart
Financial

Investment | Retirement | Education

One of the Best Financial Advisors
Thank youOutSmart Readers

713.869.1144 wzs oms ooe wes1 sure 10 MoneySmar

SEGURITIES OFFERED THROUGH COMMONWEALTH FINANCIAL NETWORK, MEMRER

EAR CANDLES

Myth, or Myth-ster?

Ear Candling is healing energy relearned from antiquity, an
ancient remedy reintroduced. No one knows the true origin
of Ear Candles. However, we do know that Native Americans
used cornhusks, Indians used papyrus reeds, and in ltaly, they
used cheesecloth. These stories have been passed on down to
us for generations.

Q. How do Ear Candles work and do they really remove
wax from the ear?

A. Ear Candles CANNOT and do not remove wax from the ear,

They are not designed nor are they intended to remove anything from
the ear. Current worldwide research indicates that ear candles function
as an energetic modality similar to acupuncture and reflexology.

Many practitioners believe that ear candles encourage the proper
function of the ear, sinus and lymphatic system. This type of healing and
shifting the human body's autonomic nervous system from a sympathertic
to a parasympathetic state is well known in the fields of reflexology

and acupuncture,

Q. How often should | use Ear Candles?
Q. How many Ear Candles should | use at a time?
Q. How do | use Ear Candles?

Q. Can | use oils when Ear Candling?

To view answers to these and more questions,
visit www, HarmonyCone.com

Houston Buyers Club
3224 Yoakum Bilvd 713.520.5288

across from Half Price Books

Hours: M-F 10am-8pm Sat 10am-6pm Sun noon-6pm
www.HoustonBuyersClub.com
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= Taught Law at Thurgood Marshall School of Law

e 8 D S Gloria Gaynor talks to ‘OutSmart’ about her return to the stage...
» Board Certified in Personal Injury Trial Law : when God isn’t f-nterruptiﬂg

by the Texas Board Of Legal Specialization

by Donalevan Maines

n January 23, disco legend
Giloria Gaynor makes her first
appearance ever with a sympho-
ny orchestra when she celebrates
the 30th anniversary of her
biggest hit, “I Will Survive,” by
singing with the Houston Sym-
phony Orchestra at Jones Hall

in downtown Houston.

I : 1200 Duwrebeasse Dn. When [ spoke with her by phone last
(713) 86%-5600 Halloween morning, Gaynor was at her home

near Newark, N.J., still in the dark as to de-

tails of the planned Disen Evening with Gloria

Gaynor. “I really don't know how it's going

to work, but if they want me to sit still, they
would have to tie me into my chair!” she says.
“T've always wanted to do it [sing witha
symphony]. I don’t like performing with [pre-
recorded] tracks because 1t's not fresh. I miss
the spontaneous, human element that you get

singing with musicians,” she explains.

In her long career, Gaynor has only played
once with an orchestra. That was in Italy,
and it remains the most memorable experi-
ence she’s had singing her signature song.
Although she'd heard countless anecdotes
about how fans have related to the lyries,
she says, “One story always stands out in my
mind. In Italy, I changed the line ‘It took all
the strength [ had not to fall apart’ to ‘Only
the Lord could give me strength not to fall
apart.” Afterwards, an Asian girl, about 23
vears old, told me that God had eaused her
to miss her flight back to the Orient, so that
she could attend my concert. [ said that was
gweet, and she said, ‘No. I was going home to
commit suicide. Now I don't have to die.”™”

Gaynor says that more than 50 other art-
i1sts have recorded "I Will Survive,” but hers

come see 'he AII remains the most famous, “God gave me this.
ew 9 F-150 ’ He said this one is for you.”
w

Today, Gaynor says that “faith is every-

thing” to her, but she had “no real concept And so you're back: It's been 30 years since Gloria Gaynor became Queen of the Gay Disco

oE Chiat® antil 1982 Sho extilaing that ae & with her mega-hit “I Will Survive!" She also struck gold with her rendition of “l Am What | Am,"
zms ’_45 ”or'h ,'" s ﬁ" m m e R S e i another gay anthem of the highest order. So as Gaynor, an avowed Christian, returns to the
p g’ i | ] child she had been “inundated with church stage to resurrect those gay salad days, is it unreasonable to ask her to clarify her beliefs

and got so sick of it that she made a —+ regarding homosexuality and the Bible?
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solemn vow not to indoctrinate her
children with religion. *We learned the
principles of Christ without knowing who
Christ was,” she says.

“Then, one Sunday morning, I blew
the dust off the family Bible and said, ‘It’s
show time," Being the practical person I
am, it was the harmony of the Gospels
that struck me, and how they foretold of
the coming of the Messiah, Emmanuel. |
said, ‘Qo-kay.”

Gaynor adds that she knows there are
gay Christians but she's never been to a
gay church. “I would tell gay people the
same thing | would tell anyone,” she says,
“to read with the Holy Spirit's guidance,
seek the truth, and surrender to it.”

But hark! She stops and says, "I hear
the Lord speaking to me now.” After a
brief moment, she says, “Some years ago |
went to a seminar at a place called Living
Waters. [The website says, “‘While there

are degrees of sin, both homoesexuals and
fornicators will not be heirs to heaven.'] It
was founded by an ex-homosexual. It made
me want to reach out to the sexually and
relationally broken, in a way that doesn’t
alienate them or beat them over the head

with religion.”

Clases en Espaiol

SCHOOL OF MASSAGH

Enrolling now for Day and Night Classes
slarting January 19, 2009,

Intern Massage 1hr/$35, 1.5hrs/$50
Affordable rates/Financing Available

T P e

Gaynor also has “a vision of a ministry
for teenage parents.” She explains, “It would
include a school for behavioral science and a
learning and reereational center.”

No doubt students also would learn to
appreciate positive messages that resonate
in Gaynor’'s music, including her disco ver-
sion of the gay anthem from La Cage cux
Folles, "1 Am What I Am.” “To me,” she
says, “that song says that God made us all,
and He doesn’t interfere with us. He tries
to influence us, and He only wants what's
best for us. I believe that my purpase is to
help guide people in His ways so they will
be abundant in hife.”

Again, our conversation is interrupted.
Not by the Lord this time, but by a publie
relations person for the Houston Sympho-
ny. She wants us to get back to the subject
at hand, Gaynor’s upcoming performance
at 7:30 p.m., January 23, with the Hous
ton Symphony.

Gaynor says she will hit Houston the
1‘.‘5;‘:]11 |1L‘f:.rl'|-, then rehearse once with the
8V t1|].n:"llll'|_\' on the afternoon of the ].JL']"..I\?'-
mance, That evening, the audience will
groove Lo diseo favorites such as “Never
Can Say Goodbye” (first recorded by the
Jackson Five) and Gaynor’s renditions of
nostalgic favorites such as “Killing Me

Softly,” “Every Breath You Take,” and

“You Are All [ Need to Get By.” In addi
tion, there will be a separately ticketed
VIP after-party with Gaynor on the stage
at Jones Hall immediately after the con
cert. Later that night, the South Beach
nightelub will hest an “I Will Survive”
theme party with free admission for any-

one holding a ticket stub from the concert

* Single-party/concert tickets: 713/224-7575
or houstonsymphony.org

= VIP a
at 713

symphony.org.

fter-party tickets: Clare Greene

R E O o] a apna@l
[-8282 or clare.greene@houston

Donalevan Maines 1s a regular coniributor o

OutSmart magazine

An "I Will Survive” Moment

“My own favorite ‘T Will Survive’ moment,”
states Donalevan Maines, “came when my
friend Marshawn Evans twirled to the tune
at the 2001 Miss America Pageant in Atlan
tic City, winning a talent scholarship and
:rn-ls_m:.-_', her place as third-runner-up. On
that night, just days after 9/11, the audience
cheered wildly as they obviously related ‘I
Will Survive'to America’s stalwart reaction
to the terrorist attacks in New York and
Washington, D.C. And after 1 interviewed
CGaynor, a friend whom I correspond with in
prison told me that ‘I Will Survive’ is going
to be his anthem while behind bars.”" B

be Sexy...be Fabulous

—ra 570 Waugh Dr.
I,:] WW\\'.B

www.myspace.com/guavalamphouston

lamphouston.com

happy hour everyday 4 - 8pm
complimentary valet parking

Looking for Crate & Barrel, Restoration
Hardware’, Storehouse Style Furniture?

Come and see the smart alternative!

(_hic Warehouse

No fancy showroom - we really are a warehouse in
s (16 Heights - just frend setting furniture at 30% to
50% less than your favonte slores and catalogs.

731 Yale Street
One block west of Heights Blvd.

(713) 822-3392

" Wed - Fri: 10am - 3pm, Sat: 10am - 5pm, Sun: 11am - Spm

Chic Warehouse s not associated with any refafl store. All brand names and frademarks are
the property of their respective holders and are referenced here for descriptive purposes only
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CLOSET lo

CUSTOM CLOSETS
‘ MURPHY BEDS
HOME OFFICE

CARACGE STORAGE
CUSTOM PANTRIES

www.SpaceManager.com

Free In-Home

713.688.8808 -
fﬁ”/’/
DESI_QT'I Consultation

Visit our Showroom at 3556 West TC lester

Cabin Fever

Sunday Brunch Specials

99 cent mimosas and champagne

Sunday Night Specials

half price wines by the glass After 5

LIVE MUSIC

on the wine deck every Friday night

RAINBOW
=0=D =G5

ol | PEEE——
Outstanding Gulf Seafood and Wild Game

713.861.8666 ¢ rainbow-lodge.com
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BESTMUSICAL

Mature Themes: Sexual Situations
and Strong Language

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

JANUARY 6-18, 2009
HOBBY CENTER

BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com

713.629.3700
Groups of 20 or more 888.451.5986
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(Democratic congressman of Massachusetts)

(The Advecats, 1/13/08, Benait Denizet-Lewis
But as we're about to leave [a polling place on Election Day], a
slender, pale man with a thick Russian accent [says to Barney
Frank:] “We got into this economic mess because of people like
you You gave a mortgage to everyone whoe didn’t deserve one.”

“No, you actually have that backward,” Frank blurts back.
“T'll show you articles where I was critical of that. If vou want
the facts, I can give them to yvou.”

“You've been in Congress too long. Look at what's happen-
ing in Massachusetts [with gay marriage]. People are leaving.”

“Then why don't vou leave too?” Frank savs matter-of-fact-

i_'\. “You should move somewhere else.”

{writer/producer, The Big Bang Theary, Tae amd a Half Men)

given right to the pur
suit of happiness 1s the equally God-given right to the pursuit

of unhappiness. That is why I support gay marriage.

(Lakewnod Church)

(Larry King Live, 12/8/08, CNN)
Larry King: [In] the new issue of Newsweek, it discusses the
Proposition 8 study in California and the defeat of the pro-
posal to allow marriage among gays. And it claims that the
Bible has many, many, many marriages among gays and that
it does not come down on it. How do you feel about it?
Joel Osteen: ['m not for gay marriage In the Bible, |
see that a marriage is between a male and a female
Do people have the right to marry whom they wish to marry?
You know, for a time in this country, blacks couldn't marry
whites in the South.
Oh, ves. Yes, oh. I think... absolutely. I think anybody should
be able to...
But not gays?
Well, I just don’t think that... you know, I don’t think that’s
l}-nrll- il\w—‘. 3
Do you think that gay is a choice?

I can't say that [ understand it all, but I belheve it's a
choice,
Larry King to Victoria Osteen: How do you feel, Victoria,
about the gay question?
Vietoria Osteen: Well, vou know, I believe marriage should be
between a man and a woman. And we do have gay people in
our church. And they're wonderful people. They're nice people.
It's just that we don't believe in that

f »wiith Grov. Mike Huckabee.
As far as I ean see, choosing a religion is a choice, whereas be-

ing a homosexual is not

(author, Wisifu! Drinking)
(TODAYShow.com, 12/10/08, Mike Celizie
|She] had a relationship with agent Brian Lourd [who] left
her—not for another woman, but for another man. For solace
Figsher turned to her mother [Debbie Reynolds], who cheered
her up by saying, “We have all sorts of men in our family. We
have horse thieves. We have one-man bands. This 1s our first

homosexual!”

PLUS ESUEN GANE - TII.lLiIT-IIIWlLHII

4 YEARS AGO THIS PRONTH

vorate, 1/17/08, Alonso Duralds)
Alonso Duralde: Having played Ennis [in Broke-
back Mountain], on the off chance that your child
comes to you with the “Dad, I'm gay” speech, do
you think you're ready to hear it now?
Heath Ledger: Oh, it wonldn't have bothered me
beforehand. [ don't have a further appreciation for
people who are gay; I always have. It's never been
an issue for me. Of course, if my child came to me

and said that, I'd love them even more for being
honest with me.

Uueler luaolc:s:

Compiled by Blase DiStefano

Ellen DeGeneres

( TV Guide, 12/1/08, Damian Holbrook)

Damian Holbrook: So, how is married life?

Ellen DeGeneres: Married life is blissful. Somehow, and I don’t know how,
it's very different, It feels lovely and I'm very grateful that I'm able to be
married. I love that I get to say "my wife.”

And did you campaign to fight California's same-sex marriage ban, Prop. 82
Yeah, I bought some airtime on my own. There are churches that raise mil-
lians of dollars to take this away {rom us, and it’s like, “Can’t you find some-
thing better to do with your money? Can’t you help some hungry people?”
This is erazy that they're raising millions of dollars to instill fear in people.
It's sad. I don’t know why it's such a big deal to allow equal rights

Ellen DeGeneres (r) and her wife Portia de Rossi (seen here at the 19th Annual
GLAAD Media Awards in L.A. this past April, when they were not yet married): is
married life different than single life?

suzanne Westenhoefer

(The Advocate, 12116/08)
Re: part of h to President Obama.

.. If it looks like vou can’t pull all the troops out of Iraq right away
then just get out the homos. Once people see how often and amazingly
we serve, they may realize we've been in the military forever and are

sary. If not, no worries. I've always felt homos are too precious to

! ANTYwWaYy.

(Spectacles: Elvis Costello With..., 12/3/08)

Re: Being greeted af the door by
a completely nude Leon Russell.

| didn’t know where to look.
Well, | did, but I didn’t.




DVDs

by John W. Stiles

hen the so very odd Evelyn
Waugh's masterwork Brides-
head Revisited last appeared
the world was in the grip of a
The six-hour PBS ver-

sion was a smashing sucecess in 1981 in

on screen,

BETI0NS Tecess1on.

no small part because we were desperate
for a little relief from a tattered reality.
Nothing like a few long shots of a fabu-
lous English country manor to take our
minds off our paltry past-due mortgage.
The 2008 big-screen version of Waugh's
conflicted story of class warfare, stifling
religion, suffocating mothers, and lost
love spends most of its flashback in and
out of the magnificent Brideshead, ances-
tral home of the shattered family of Flyte.
Patriarch Lord Marchmain (Michael
Gambon) has long ago fled the .|L||,J_u-
Marchmain
(Emma Thompson) for
the canals of Ven

ce; pathetic brother

mental |..'-u'|_'n

( BRIDESHEAD

Bridley spends his days
collecting matchbooks;
sister Julia (Hayley
Atwell) floats about the
edges of the manar, a
self-proclaimed “family
shadow™: and brother Se-
bastian is in open revolt.
Patterned after the androgynous Saint

Sebastian (he’s the pretiy one |_J|_'[|1'l[':lf.|.-|.l

DVD/VHS Shorts

—————— Kiss the Bride
K‘Jl& * BI’“I‘d@ This sophisticated yet-not-too-cerebral
& ’: . comedy centers on an engaged couple
ir;-‘ § {Tori Spelling, James 0'Shea) who
- may be singing the wedding bell blues
"’I e when the groom’s former male interest

shows up, Liberation Entertainment,
Kissthebridemovie.com. —Preview: Nancy Ford

Kiss Me Deadly

What is it with former 90210 stars and
4 gay DVO releases this manth? Shannen
Doherty suffers fram amnesia in this
y thriller also starring Robert Gant (Queer
 as Folk). Bottom line, someone wants
sswtd them hoth dead. Liberation Entertain-
ment. Kissmedeadly-themovie.com. —Preview; N.F.
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Walk this way: Ben Whishaw (1), who plays Se-
bastian Flyle, and Matthew Goode, who plays
Charles Ryder, are coached by director Julian
Jarrold in a scene from Brideshead Revisited.
Expanding on the PBS miniseries which aired in
1981, the 2008 feature film is based on Evelyn
Waugh's 1945 classic British novel about loss of
innocence set in England prior to World War Il

She Likes Girls 3

a Julie Goldman ( Big Gay Sketch Show),
. 1 Guinevere Turner (Go Fish, The L Ward),
@ and other heavy hitters contribute to
this collection of made-by-women-for-
women short films, Sex toys and other
dykely delights provide subject matter
Wolfe Video (wolfevideo.com). —Preview: N.F.

He Likes Guys

The flip side of the of the aforemen-
tioned shaorts coin, this collection
includes Waiting for Yvetie, starring
'u'u'mdip Malick (Just Shoot Me), a spe-
r|.|||nt5';:iL]LEm|na tar Alan Cumming
L (Reefer Madness, The L Word), and
more. Wolfe Video (wolfevideo.com). —Preview: N.F.

TIME HAS COME AGAIN

Revisiting ‘Brideshead Revisited’

repeatedly by arrows depicted in nearly
as many Renaissance oils as Madonna—
the real Madonna, not the one that made
everyone wait hours for her show last
month), Sebastian Flyte of Brideshead is
a Christian martyr of a different sort.
Into this mess of a family wanders
(Matthew

(Goode) enamored of Sebastian, Brides-

the hopeful Charles Ryder

head, and Julia, in that order. Part art-
ist, part social elimber, part love-struck
young man, Charles guides us through
the canals of Venice, the magnificent
halls of Brideshead, and the lives of
a decadent English aristocracy in a

security?

vain gearch for.. spirituality?

status? sex? love? The only hint of an
answer comes when Charles dips his
atheist fingers into the holy water of the
Brideshead chapel so he won’t burn them
when he reaches to snuff out the pres-

ence lamp (the candle that burns when

consecrated bread
Does he extinguish the light?

or wine is present
Does he
leave it burning? Youll have to watch all
two-plus hours of the new DVD release
to know. Don't skip to the last scene, it's
worth waiting (and watching) for
Available Jan. 13

Home Entertainment (miramax.com)

from Miramax Films

John W. Stiles ( j¢

larly for OutSmart n

The Best of Or. Katz

{9?‘.5’.“71? The list of contributors to this animated
: series reads like a Who's Who of con-
temporary comedy: Margaret Cho,
r'"""'m' David Cross, Janeane Garofalo, and
others take to the couch proving that
laughter is the best medicine. Comedy
Central (shop.comedycentral.com), —Preview: N.F.

Passion & Power

This documentary explores the history
of the vibrator from the Victorian era
through the sexual revolution of the
1860s to the postfeminist present.
It also uncovers the mysteries of the
female orgasm. First Run Features
(firstrunfeatures.com). —Preview: Suzie Lynde M
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Television
by Nancy Ford

JOHN CONROY
GOODBYE, OLD FRIENDS i SR el S

‘The L Word’ returns to Showtime for a final season

omen can change in six years. A lot. They can

fall in love, fall apart, have a baby, fall back in

love, fall apart again, and come back together
again, Or they can go to prison, vet find love. Or they can
identify as bisexual one vear, but can decide the very next
year to shun the penis and stick to loving women, even in
the face of losing those loving women to death and Don't
Ask, Don't Tell

The final season of the Showtime’s hit cable series that

opened humanity-at-large’s eves to lesbian culture has
been reduced to a scant eight episodes. A December teaser
revealed the death of Jenny, and why each cast member
had motive to kill the loony lesbian we all love to hate.

Expect the season to unfold in *“Who Shot J.R.?” fashion,
with the killer revealed at the shortened series’ end. We = R 4 o ) e .
wouldn’t mind if it all ends up being a dream, with a soapy BUSINESS PORT RAITS e PORTFOI IOS ¢ FASHION o COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING
Dana in the shower after her Wimbledon win, 713 542 8277

All we know for sure is that Alice (Leisha Hailey WA W j' yhnconrov vh r sranhv. ¢
may—or may not—return to us in the form of a spin-off. If L photography.com
there'’s a god in heaven....

Showtime mines Sundays for girl gold, following The

L Word with the series premiere of United States of Tara
starring Toni Collette, and the return of Secret Diary of a

Call Girl. Sunday, January 18, 8 p.m. Showtime (sho.com).
STRESSEED DUT

It was lovely while it lasted: returning one more time for a mini-season of The

L Word are (back row, I-r) Leisha Hailey as Alice, Rachel Shelley as Helena,
Pam Grier as Kit, Laurel Holloman as Tina; (front row, I-r) Katherine Moennig as
Shane, Mia Kirshner as Jenny, and Jennifer Beals as Bette.

ergs

Dating in a New Waorld

A Web Site Where
All Are Welcome!

Jeoin Tockyy

Free One Year
Membership

THink MusicaL CHAIRS

(kinp oF) Butr With Foob

Ted Allen (Queer Eye, Food Detectives) hosts
the culinary series challenging four fledgling

chefs to lurn a selection of everyday ingredients
into an extraordinary three-course meal. After
each course, one contestant gets Chopped—
erqgo, the show's title—until the last man or -
woman left standing claims the grand prize of
$10,000. January 13, 3 p.m. The Food Network
(foodnetwork.com).

Cream ofF THE CropP

Coming as little surprise to anyone who
witnessed his brilliant performance in Gus Van er s
Sant's feature film, Milk, Sean Penn is among i
a field of five nominated to receive a Golden
Globe Award for Best Performance by an Actor

Dating in a New World

Nor NASCAR :
Supermodel of the World, the irrepressible RuPaul, is looking for a successor, it seems. We don't believe that ; :
; - 2 in a Motion Picture-Drama. He recently won £ E M
. forRa gunltllte, but nlung1_heless |‘.line lﬂpPEfl'aI[j Eueenﬁsz are set to cumurste fu[r;_the title of []:Da.g Dueeﬁn Suuerst_ar both the Neiw York and Los Angales film Gritics’ : www. ros ates = CO m
| in RuPau _s nm te |31r|5|n_|1 v.ehu:.e. RuPaul's Drag Race. ﬂp. author Erle_ insberg, qﬂd roject ynwayvnnne.r G e e R
Santino Rice judge the diva'd-up syncers, and welcome different celebrity judges, like Bob Mackie, Luey Law-
| less, and Jenny Shimuzu, to their panel each week. February 2. Logo (logoonline.com).

713 269 7926

Sirs Suall, ary 1, Tt o N I8 Real People with Real Profiles ' ..f" ryanmassageworks.com
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GrooveOut

by Gregg Shapiro

DESTINY’S CHILDREN

What’s up with Beyonce, Solange, and Michelle Williams?

eyoneé Knowles 15 an incredibly
busy woman. With a burgeoning
acting career in full swing, includ-

--|':-\||::|-|[',IIJ.-'|.,: ,r."-u
and a much-discussed portrayal of Etta

James in Cadilfac Records under her belt

i:|;;.; lead in the film v

it's amazing that the ubiquitous Knowles

can find the time to record an album. Let

alone a double disc set. But nevertheless,

here we have I Am... Sasha Fierce (Music

World Music/ Columbia

The I Am disc of the set finds Mrs. Jay-
Z at the height of her dramatie diva pow-
ers. The album opener, the uni
I Were a Boy,” sounds like it could be a lost
Jill Sobule tune, beginning with the tex-
ture of her vocals at the start of the song.
On “Halo." Be

under Rihanna's “Umbrella.” while “Bro-

GrooveOut Shorts

Julie Clark

Change Your Mind

A winner of a K arrville New Folk

B Songwriting Competition, this

out leshian has become a festival

favorite with her deep lyrics and

pleasing melodies, “I'd Do 'em All If
= | Could" s |ots of fun, especially if

you listen between the lines. Great Big Records (julie

clark.net). —Review: Nancy Ford

Dan Manjovi

Waoke Up This Morning

This is the second album from the
openly gay recarding artist who
specializes in bluesy piano-based
arrangements. He's a regular at
New York's major music rooms,
like The Bitter End, likely mak-

sxpeeted “If

yonce H‘..Il\"."* room 1"’F' :'I"[ -‘.'lfl

ken-Hearted Girl,” a collaboration betweer

Beyvoneé, Babyface (remember him?), and

others, is a tearjerker of the highest order

Higher-powered pop number “Ave Maria”

does its part to justify the cross dangli

from Beyoneé’s wrist on the album cover
Having learned nothing from Garth

|"'»1'|!u|{-' l:lllr'l| "hl'i-- Gaines I!lt"'-::f'll', Be

yoncé assumes the persona of Sasha Fierce

on the second dise “.-“.-n-‘,t here Bevoncé

ends and Sasha begins is not entirely clear.

While it may be impossible to listen to the

pelvie snappy “Single Ladies (Put a Ring
On 1t),” without thinking about the SNI
parody featuring Justin Timberlak

nevertheless as catchy as a spike
a shag rug. “Radio” flirts with a new-wave
sensibil ity and “Diva” snatches a page from

the Missy Elliott playvbook.

ing him a formidable live performer, DanMan Music
(danmanjovi.com). —Preview: N.F.

Barbara Cook

Rainbow ‘Reund My Shoulder

The multi-award-winning cabaret
(UBEN relies once dfjam on classic
standards like “0ld Devil Moon” and
"Where or When” in this snappy
Piieee collection helmed by music director,
. Lee Musiker. DRG Records (drgre-
cords.com). —Preview: N.F.

Tony DeSare
Radio Show
This dynamic singer/pianist/songwriter takes a nos-
talgic trip back to the days when radio was our only
electronic entertainment. Authentic-sounding standards
dominate here, like the opener, "Get Happy." But De-

Like another set of
Southwestern sigters,
arts Ash-

lee and Jessica Simpson,

fellow Texas t

Solange are in a rivalry
for the spotlight. Beyon-
cé phviously got a head
start, but sSolange 18

pio1se || D give |'1e-|' s0me

fierce competition. Sol

ind the Hadley St
{Music World
Music/Geffen opens

with Solange promising that she's not high
on opening track “zod Given Name." \]|||'|-
along the lines of the retro soul revival be

1g perpetrated by Amy Winehouse, Duffy,
[":-Ii lle, and Raphael Saadiq, Solange
flirts with musical time travel on the light
diseo funk of “Tony” and swoops down on
the '‘60s, courtesy of the infectious vintage
Heinz Kiessling horn sample

Solange continues in a vintage vein

throughout on songs including *Would've
Been the One,” the Motown-motivated *I
Decided, Pt. 1.” the Hi Records homage
of “6 O'Clock Blues.,” and even ventures

into more exotic territory as on the aptly

named “Cosmic -]-,:_|r'.r||~_'\ * (featuring Bilal

and “This Board” (which samples Boards of

Lanada)

What's the verdiet? Solange steps out

Sare truly soars with his pens
—— penetrating version of Bob Dy
“The Times They Are A-Changin'”
Available now online; available in
stores Januray 20. Telarc Records
(telarc.com). —Review: N.F.

Dido
Safe Trip Home
The gentle songstress asserts a
IMI] strong streak of independence in
' her third album, and not only via
its lyrics, like on the strang “Dan't
3-_ Believe in Love" and the painfully
® realistic “Let's Do the Things We
Nun-nﬂll\_.' Do." She also takes charge of music and lyrics,
vocals, guitar, piano, bells, and recorder, culminating in
a smooth and thought-provoking listening experience.
Arista (arista.com). —Review: N.F. —

Beyoncé and kid sister

Make Your Deposit Today For The Lowest Package Deal - Space is Going Fast
Don't Wait Til The Last Minute - Go Online NOW And Reserve Your Spot

D, Club Drais
«ae ClUbKrave
TRYST Club Tryst

(The Wynn Hotelland

] Stwdio54 #%

PARTY AT THE HOTTEST CLUBS

with Dis, MCs, Male & Female Entertainment,
The Ball & Much More from across the country

The Hottest W@@k@ﬂd in Sin City

FOR MORE INFO: www, tempted2t0uch4u com




THE POWERTO

CURE CONNECTILE
DYSFUNCTION.

FREE
Air Card

Save ¥249.%°

After instant savings. Requires new line
activation and two-year agreement

Sprint Mobile Broadband USB Modem
Compass™ 597 by Sierra Wireless
> Simple Installation

> Laptop wireless connection

Stay connected
on the road and at home.

12220 Murphy Road

Call 281-575-8500
FREE DELIVERY!

THE POWER TO
BUY FROM A GAY-OWNE» BUSINESS

VOTED BEST CELL PHONE PROVIDER

by OutSmart Readers

] . Fred Worth
Board Cerfified M.D.

~3&06 Fannin between Elein & Holman

& N
HENMIORRHOIDS >

Midtown Physicians Ltd., LLP
HemCure

Why Suffer Needlessly?
Non-Surgical “Lunch-Hour” Procedure
Virtually Painless ® Affordable

Anal-Rectal-Colon Cancer Screening

713.522.1788
FredWorthMD.com
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Gl'llllﬂout continued from page 58

of her big sister’s shadow and radiates.
glowing with a distinetively different kind
of light. Whether or not she can maintain
such a challenge remains to be seen.

Poor Michelle Williams. Talk about the
difficult task of forging an identity sepa-

rate from Beyoneé’s. Formerly one-third of

Destiny’s Child, Williams, like Knowles,
has also tried her hand at acting, play-
ing the role of Celie’s lesbian love interest
Shug Avery in the stage musical The Color
Purple. It's been a few years since the last
Destiny's Child dise, but Williams remains
in the Knowles camp. Her latest album.
Unexpected (Music World Music/Columbia)
18 on the label owned and operated by the
Knowles' papa. She even covers a Solange
co-composition, the marvelous “We Break
the Dawn.” On the whole, the dise is a mod-
ern beat-driven affair, with songs such as
“Hello Heartbreak,” “Lucky Girl,” “Till the
End of the World,” “Private Party,” pos-
sesging the FJUII.‘1|1'1.'1| to become dance-floor
sensations in the hands of the right remix-
ers and DdJs. It's an inoffensive dise with
only a few minor flaws, First things first
can we please eall a moratorium on intros
and interludes? And while we're at it, how
about retiring the vocoders? Especially if

the artist can actually sing, as Williams

clearly can.

Glr_omfeﬂut Shurts

T page A

Liza Minnelli

The Camplete A&M Recordings

Between 1968 and 1972, Judy's
firstharn recorded enough music
to fill four albums, one single, and
a slew of what would later become
bonus material as she was emerging
as a legend in her own right. This
81-cut collection compiles them all into the consummate
Liza-lover's dream. Happy New Year! Collector’s Choice
Music (cemusic.com), —Preview: N.F.

Il Divo
The Promise
; The gorgeous, surgically accurate
I ”l\(() operalic quartet offers a diverse
LN array of songs, including some
v made famous by ABBA (“The Win-
ner Takes It AllI"), Leonard Cohen
(“Hallelujah™), and even Frankie
Goes to Hollywond ("The Power of Love"), all fancied-up
hy being sung mostly in Spanish and Italian, Columbia
Records (columbia.com). —Review: N.F.

Seal

Soul

Producer David Foster was right
when he said Seal “was born to sing
these songs”—the 12-cut collection
of soul standards is perfectlly at-
tuned to the baritone’s husky range
and emotional delivery. Sam Cooke's
‘A Change Is Gonna Come” stands out. Wamer Bros.
Records (warnerbrosrecords.com) —Review: N.F.

Enrique Iglesias

Greatest Hils

The gayest of the straight Latin
crooners greels the holidays with
this collection of his globe-encircling
hits. Includes ehart-toppers, “Baila-
mos” and "Hero,” plus two new
tunes with Ciara and Sean Garrett.

el |

Interscope (enriqueiglesias.com). —Preview: N.F.

Original Off-Broadway Cast Recording
The Marvelous Wonderettes
The '50s and '60s live again via this

Q popular review sung in four-part do-
by 2 waop harmony. Features solid hits of
{4 those eras like “It's My Party,” “Se-

Tha VWlssatows~ cret Love,” “Lipstick on Your Collar,”

Wenderolies, ‘Rescue Me," and “Sincerely.” PS
Classics (psclassics.com). —Preview: N.F.

David Foster

Hit Man

Some of the greatest singers of
all time (like Andrea Bocelli, Ce-
line Dion, Barbra Streisand, Josh
Groban, and others) participate in
this CD/DVD tribute to one of the
greatest songwriters/producers of
all time. The praolific Foster already has 15 Grammys, and
should probably clear mantle space for more. Reprise
Records (repriserecords.com). —Preview: N.F.

Future Clouds and Radar
Peoria

First, they're from Austin, not
Illinois. Second, this “electic,

art-pap ensemhble” is vocally

stinee clouds SFAME o ninicrant of a Plastic Onao
m Band-influenced John Lennon,
o8 g making them well worth a listen.

Though not promoted as a breakout, their “Eighteen
Months" is especially fun. Star Apple Kingdom (fanat-
icpromolions.com). —Review: N.F.

loel Evan

Embracing the Light... and then some

You might recognize this beaufiful,
out gay man from his nude modeling
days when he was known as “Jet
Kanashi." As to his music, do you
remember what happened when
Boogie Mights' Dirk Diggler (Mark
Wahlberg) decided to record an album? January 27.
Self-produced (joelevanmusic.com), —Review: N.F.

More GreoveQut shorts at www.QutSmartMagazine.com

\ -

FEBRUARY 15 :‘9" Ofpwirtless

HEATER

o NATION.com
HARGE BY PHONE: 713-629-3700

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT HOB.COM, ALL TICKETMASTER OUTLETS,
OR BY PHONE 1-888-40-BLUES

Domestic Partner Estate Planning

The Secrets You Need to Know to Protect Your Partner and Your Future

Sue Stringer, ME.P 281-796-0770

Call or email for a free, no-obligation consultation to discuss:
How Domestic Partnars can combine all of their assets to became one family unit
Empo iera 1o make medical and financ in pase of @0 emergency
~Inheritance of assets for partner and than other chosen beneficiaries o
Preventing unnecessary expenses and taxes

Avoiding the high nosts ¢ e, contestability. and loss of prvacy . |
Salurian Far Retirement : .
~ sstringer@ tarkentonfinancial. com

TARKENTONFINANCIAL A a :
iTe http:#agent.tarkentanfinancial. com/sstringer

Husthorized Representative of Tarkanton Financlal, The Estate Pas and the Nations| institte for Domeetlc Pariner Extata Planning
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ReadOQut

by Terri Schlichenmeyer

LIGHT & DARK

Finally, a Proven Body Transformation Program
That Works in only 12 weeks - GUARANTEED!

Author Michelle Cliff writes her thoughits in ‘If I Could Write This in Fire’

t happens when you're not pay-
Iin_;ﬁI attention. It happens, in fact,

better when you're not paying
attention.

Small thoughts flit through
your brain like fireflies in summer.
Things you need to remember at
the store. Something that has to
do with what's in your hand or in
front of your face. Barely noticed
scenery spotted through a window.
Half-completed ideas. Things vou
murmur to yourself, then
quickly forget.

Imagine what the world
would be like if we all wrote
those thoughts, short memories
and ideas down. Fortunately, au-
thor Michelle CIff did just that,
and in her new book If I Could
Write This in Fire (University of
Minnesota Press), you'll read a
few of them.

Born light-skinned (or “red,”

claimed) in a country where your ancestors

as a cousin

could have been slaves or slave owners, Cliff

remembers her best friend, Zoe, They were
close when they were young children in
Jamaica, but as dark-toned Zoe

Cliff grew up, their paths separated, Paverty

and domestic violence became Zoe's life. Cliff

went on to private school in England. She
suspects that the difference in skin tone may
have meant a difference in opportunity.

On a cross-country tour of Ameriea and
back, Cliff makes note of the places through

and fairer

Racial inequality is not dead: light-skinned
Michelle Cliff says she probably had
more opportunities than her dark-toned

friend Zoe.

which she passes: small New Mexico
and Texas towns where souvenirs reflect the
location and the history; Oklahoma, where
Hrrennikers May BE Escarine InmaTES signs
dot the highway; a Missouri diner in which
the cook's wife appears to be speaking to
herself: Civil War battlefields: Nebrask:

seums dedicated to African Americans: the
coast of California where a Dust Bowl survi
vor tells CLiff about leaving her mark.
Back in Europe: Cliff is speaking about
in Frank-

Jamaican literature at a college

furt. The students seem indifferent, but

they're listening. In between sessions, Cliff

visits the local cemetery where opfer Aus-

ReadOut Shorts

Milk: The Shooting Script
Screenplay by Dustin Lance Black
Introduction by Gus Van Sant
Newmarket Press (newmarketpress.com)
In 1877, Harvey Milk was elected to
the San Francisco Board of Supervi-
sors, hecoming the first openly gay
man to be voted into major public
office in America, His victory was
not just a victory for gay rights; he
: forged coalitions across the political
spectrum. Milk changed the very nature of what it means
to be a fighter for human rights and became, before his
urtimely death in 1978, a hero for all Americans. In Milk,

62 JANUARY

2008 OutSmart

Oscar-winner Sean Penn stars as Harvey Milk under
the direction of Oscar-nominee Gus Van Sant, filmed on
location in San Franeisco, from an original screenplay by
Dustin Lance Black. Milk: The Shooting Script includes
an exclusive introduction by director Van Sant: the film's
complete shooting script; scene notes by sereenwriter
Black: an exclusive conversation with Black, Van Sant,
and activist Cleve Jones, who was mentared by Harvey
Milk; a color photo section; and complete cast and crew
credits. —Preview. Troy Carrington

Light Fell

Evan Fallenberg

Soho Press (sohopress.com)

In 1977, an Israeli scholar leaves his wife and five sons
for a charismatic rabbi. Years later, on the scholar's

ehwitz and opfer Riga are carved on

Jewish headstones. She talks with

an elderly rabbi. She believes herself

alone with ghosts.

Finally, on a plane to Houston,
Cliff overhears an exchange between
two men in which racism is expressed
almost blithely. This gives her rea
son—as if a light-skinned, leshian
“tall hair,”
¥ dant of Africans needs reason—to

woman with a 4]{-.‘-’('1_‘!1-

examine race and discrimination.

offers 10 simple “tests” for anyone
who believes that racial inequality
15 dead.

I have to admit, I almost didn't
finigh this beok. The preface made me want
to toss it aside with great force, In the end,
I was glad I didn't

Author Michelle Cliff has a knife-sharp
eye for detail and has an uncanny ability to
burrow into your brain with observations
that almost hurt. The sadness in If I Could
Write This in Fire
carry it; the wit, so keen it can ecut; the anger,

is s0 real that you can

hot as a poker

Pick up a copy of If I Could Write This
in Fire for a gift, then grab one for yourself.
This satisfying, thought-provoking book
when finished,

is the kind that, begs for

renewed attention

Terri Schlichenmeyer has been reading since
she was three years old, and she never goes
She lives on a hill in

and 11,000 books

c.'.r.=_\'r|".".'.'r'a_‘ without a book.
Wisconsin with twe dogs

— e

80th birthday, he tries to make amends
& with his family, The crossroads of family,
religion, sexuality, and responsibility are
unflinchingly explored, and Fallenberg
makes all the foreign references feel
familiar. The journey to that birthday
dinner is long, and no one gets off easy
in this narrative, but there are aching, beautiful passages
along the way. —Review: Neil Elfis Orts

Fight fell

How Not to Make a Short Film:

Secrets from a Sundance Programmer
Roberta Marie Munroe

Hyperion (hyperionbooks.com)

Roberta Marie Munroe shares the critical secrets, tips, and
quidelines for filmmakers looking to make their own —

In her last chapter of this book, Cliff

Real Estate wivkth R' Wit Attitude!
Will This FINALLY Be the Year You Actually
Achieve Your New Years Resolutions

Here are 6 Reasons You .,,'mm
WILL Succeed with Us! Inhﬂﬂ\m

1 We Hold You Accountable

7 Science: NO gimmicks, i A A
1236 Oxford Patrick Banks 3 Our Track Record
2/113 Hewghts Cottage 7138249054 ¥ et
g 5 ] We Motivate You gorme Inand Gle s Tr FREE. Coneiieton o 2
5 We are Experts For new cliénts
fj Consistent Workouts

Tom }ackobs, Dwner

knows
fo It hecause he
did it himsell.

] Customized Program
§ Efficient Program

Bo
FITNESS
281,667.3648

1987 W TC Jester
www.Body3Fit.com

Bruce Nicholson
7134128436

Visit: www. Elod;rBFit com and download

TRUTH about Wolghi Loss

Kenneth W. Lester D.C.

salud!

winery

Chiropractic Care
Soft Tissue Injuries
Myofascial Release
Wine Bar and Patio
Casual Dining

Sports Injuries

Auto Accidents

Rehabilitation Wine Gifts
Work-Related Wine Making Classes
e Unique Event Space
Personal Custom Labeled Wine
Injuries

Best Chiropractor
OutSmart Readers' Choice Awards 2008

HEALTHRVELLNESS

3939 montrose
713-522-8282
saludwinery.com

3930 Kirby Dr.
Suite 108
713.526.5252

www.KennethLesterDC.com
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successful directorial debuts. Lest you think she isn't qualified to dish out
advice, Munroe (who is openly gay) was the Short Film Programmer al the
Sundance Film Festival for five years. Her first film, Dani and Alice, has played
at more than 120 festivals around the world, and received the PlanetOut Best
Drama Award in 2006. In How Nat to Make a Short Film, you will learn, among
many other points, the top 100 clichés that plague the short filmmaker, how
to seta budget and find money to finance your project, when it’s okay to shoot
on your cell phone, and film festival dos and don'ts. —Preview: Suzie Lynde

Utapia’s Debris

Gary Indiana

— | Basic Books (basichooks.com)

¢| Indiana is clearly very smart and broadly educated, which is a sharp com-
bination when you have a culture in need of dissection. This collection of
essays covers a broad range of cultural and palitical subjects and no topic
is given a free ride. Artists he admires fall victim to his pen as much as

| politicians he loathes, making this a good book when you're in the mood for

1 an argument. —Review: N.O,

Got 'til It's Gone

Larry Duplechan

Arsenal Pulp Press (arsenalpulp.com)

This queer romantic comedy is the first novel by Duplechan in 15 years and
the fourth to feature his alter-ego Johnnie Ray Rousseau, a gay black man
of Lovisiana Creole stock. When we first met Johnnie Ray in the 1987 novel
Blackbird, he was a gay teenager in love with the star of a high school play;
now he's 48, admittedly vain and looking down the short road to 50 with some
chagrin. In the midst of midlife crisis, he falls for a much younger man with
some serious Daddy issues; throughout it all, Johnnie Ray tries to look at love (and his life)
from bath sides now (fo borrow a phrase from his idol, Joni Mitchell). —Preview: TC. m

Every Queen daserves a Castle...
% Let this Castle finance yours!

Thanks
OutSmart Readers!

Business Is
Up!

Rod Castle Oséérvélasqu;'
CEO President

* Specialize in Home Loans Nationally $250,000+
* Vacation Homes * Investment Property

Law Credit Scores are Still Getting Home Loans!

Serving the GLBT Community for 5+ years
Apply Online FREE at Velmaur.com

(strictly confidential)
281-795-5210

Velmaur Investments
6046 FM 2920, Suite 213 Spring, Texas 77379
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 TURKISH DELIGHT | H‘éﬁﬁr%nsBEST

Author Mehmet Murat Somer visits Houslton

| :
e 5, 1 urder! Blackmail! :
3 Drag! Kickboxing! HE x 'c AN
e ; B  Though these concepts
: M may initially seem |
incompatible, author | TAX PREPARATION & PLANNING ) -
Mehmet Murat Somer Y

believes otherwise. The g " : -
Turkish scribe’s mur- BLOut Smart Maga;'mn 2008 Readers’ Choice Awardsy

. r[:n'_rn.\L-.'s{i_-ry .-:t;‘rit-l.'ﬁ l-t a ) Best Ma rga rita \ \
; 4 ‘ mainstay on the bes ! - !
Mehmet NS e seller lists, his unlikely CATERING T,O * Domestic Partner Advice Wy Best Mexican Restaurant
hero/heroine being a drag queen nightelub owner who HOUSTON'S e | R ‘ Best Restaurant
| unwittingly gets mixed up in Istanbul's underworld. GLBT * Individual Tax Returns for Peo p le Watchi ng
Nonetheless, she consistently emerges victorious, soly- } ,“\ A ) !
ing crime and making all things right in her world, COo UNITY * Financial Statements One of the Best Restaurants

once again
In Somer’s latest, The Kiss Murder, one of the
club girls, clandestinely involved with a powerful and
conservative businessman, turns up dead.
It falls to Somer’s queen to solve not only
that murder, but also a series of interre-
lated erimes as well. That's a lot of work
for a drag queen.

Mehmet Murat Somer signs copies
of his books, The Kiss Murder and The
Prophet Murders, January 28, 6:30 p.m.
at Murder by the Book, 2342 Bisson-
net. Details: 713/524-8597. —Nancy Ford

10% ' ¢ Small Business Accounting for Outdoor Dining

 Corporate & Partnership
Returns

* RS Audit Defense

kimberly@shockleytax.com

www.shockleytax.com 2111 Westheimer at Sheperd 713-528-1468

cafeadobe.com

New Year Resolution: Look 10 Years Younger Overnight!

Quality Dentistry

One Patient at a Time!

Wrinkles * Rosacea * Facial Sagging
Acne (active & scars) » Face & Leg Veins
Laser Hair Removal

Botex* « Restylane® » Sculptra®
Juvéderm* * Radiesse”

OGAN

D.D.5., P.A.
| OSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY
We use long lasting FDA :
approved dermal fillers t

invisalign’

years, even decades, off your

appearance; giving a natural,
530 Waugh Dr.

Houston TX 77019
[;‘_'_.1;" ’_:. .:'T; _1| (4

':r.-:_jifﬂl / q“

mmrjlngnndd&mm

pleasant, and well rested look.
I

Christopher
Wiight

Manager
Lasar Tech

’b.' i

Dr. Barrios is 8 uemner of the
Dermal Filler Applications: A ks Jcasorry of Assihatis Madiclne i
Amarican Society for Laser Madicine and Surgary

TRAVEL}INC.
713.661.2117" 7t 877.775.9616_

wwwe conciangatrave
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Outloud

by Sally Sheklow

2009

Audacious hopes for the New Year

want a new president. | know we've just

elected one, but 'm impatient. Besides,

wishing for what's already happening
might somehow grease the karmic skids
and make everything else I'm hoping for
more likely to come true. Whatever it takes,
I hope the change we believed in on election
night pans out.

What would happen if we all took time
to envision the kind of world we want? Let’s
go for it. Let's believe that the promise of
liberty and justice for all really does in-
clude all of us. Let’s dream big. Harmony
and understanding, sympathy and trust
abounding? Call me old school, but I hope
it's not too late for the dawning of the Age
of Aguarius

I hope our national priorities move
toward ending militarism, racism, and
poverty. I hope the promise of equal oppor-
tunity and human dignity becomes reality

for everyone—youth, elders, people with

WOW! Two great new stores to serve you!

L
a4

8200 SW Frwy
Exit Beechnut/Gessner
713.776.2930  °

12602 Westhgimer & Oairy Ashiord
2015879385

9015 Winkler O 1-45 South
713.941.5524

1367 § Loap West Exit Almeda

@mme@

Boutique

“BEST NOVELTY SHOP™

-HOUSTON PRESS CARMENSBOUTIQUE.COM

713-799-1300

disabilities, people who are incarcerated,

immigrants, people who are poor, home-
less, hungry, people of every religion and
no religion.

I hope we stay committed to withdrawing
from wars, saving our planet, and building
a sustainable economy. [ hope CEQ salaries
go down and workers’ wages go up. I'm not
afraid to say if, I hope we DO redistribute
the wealth.

I hope more people become commu
nity organizers and work for universal
healtheare,

affordable housing, and clean

energy. | hope green jobs flourish, unem-

ployment plummets, and unions grow
stronger. I hope we re-regulate the auto
industry, the corporate tax strueture, insur-
ance and pharmaceutical companies, and
the media.

I hope birth control is made as acces-

sible as Viagra. | hope the diet and fashion

industries’ obsession with thinness gives

way to healthier, more realistie images of

what’s beautiful, and that everyone stops
hating their bodies. I hope AIDS becomes
rarer than polio and that everyone who
has HIV gets everything they need to
stay well.

I hope government dedicates itself to
protecting the most vulnerable among
us, and that it publicly acknowledges that
those include lesbian, gay, bi, trans, inter-
sex, and queer people. Especially LGBTIQ
youth. T hope we get serious about prevent-
i]l_:_f hate crimes.

[ hope the new commitment to educa-
tion means good schools, with well-paid
teachers,

-'|l'l'f'-‘~'.‘:i|"'lt' Lo evervone ; hGIlH' we

close the achievement gap. I hope that new

federal standards will require women’s
history, black history, immigrant history,
and LGBTIQ history
integrated into every school's curriculum

indigenous history,

I hope women’s sports receive the same

2009 Astrological Readings

The perfect gift for yourself and for the people you care about.

Holiday gift certificates available!

9924 145 N. (Exit West Rd)

2681-598-4980

A

Rainbow Room
Now Open

Largest Selection of
GLBT Produets in
the Argal

[y

¥
4

d

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by OutSmart Readers

LILLY RODDY

-,

S O QO O O

ASTROLOGER

O OO0 .

s e "as”

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

< Past Life Regressions
< Reiki Master

< Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

GIFT CERTIFICATES = CREDIT CARDS

713.529.5842

lillycath@aol.com * www.lillyroddy.com

funding and promotion as men's. I hope

no boy is ever again teased for being too

awishy and no girl has to hold back out of

fear of seeming too tough, too smart, or
tou strong. | hope trans kids get whatever
support and medical services they need to
become their true selves early in life, and 1
hope they can use whatever the hell bath-
room they choose. | hope we'll all feel free
to express our gender and our love however
we want without having our spirits—or
worse—bheaten out of us.

I hope the new president appoints pro
gressive Supremes to the high court and
that they strike all unconstitutional laws
from the books. I hope marriage equality
becomes the law of the land. [ hope, at long
last, that LGBTIQ discrimination bites
the dust.

[ hope my hopes are not a pipe dream. I
hope vou'll express your hopes, too.

And about that new president? I hope
he's kept safe. I hope our country will no
longer be governed from an undisclosed
location and that we'll kt'vp seeing him on
TV and YouTube and all those cool T-shirts
reminding us that change is not only pos-
sible, but inevitable, imminent, and already

under way.

Sally Sheklow hopes with her d

in BEugene, Oreson.

mesiic pariner

Robert

Snellgrove

lesw
Psychotherapist
713.522.7014

Counselor

“'“’“\!'D,Dt‘l'l-!llG.'Ilgl'lJ'Tt-ﬂi(lm

4200 MONTROSE + SUITE 540

REAMBX

METROY

PURYEAR

There’s No Place Like Houston!

Realtor - Licensed Attorney
713-302-6543

www.NoPlacelikeHouston.com

ILINDBERG

FINE:j EYEWEAR

It’s Where You Find Your Look In Eyewear

Voted one the top “Best Places To Buy Eyewear” in Houston
3966 Westheimer «- Highland Village <+ 713-622-4411

OutSmart JANUARY 2008 &7




Phoios by Dalton DeHart

Bayou City Performing Arts
Women's Choir Concert on Dec. 9

| Voted One of the GBGSL';N ew Bestaurants D 0 lﬂ n
& one of the Best Cajun Bestourants!!

CONSTRUCTION & DESIGN

Full Service Contracting

Painting Bathroom Remodels
Maintenance  Kitchen Remodels
Carpentry Custom Cabinets

CATERING
FOR PICK-UP
OR DELIVERY

Dine Right, Late Night

Mand 3y * 11am-10 pn
s/Wed/Thur* 11 am-M ce—..;|r-r

F'imu turday * 11

BB’s Ca]un Cafe

2710 MONTROSE BLVD.
713/524-4499

Santaland
Diaries
Act Out

at the Alley

Theatre on

eightsi0eimatology A*"’“lhelm l}enlar |

Mohs Micrographic St g,. g
General Dermatology Cumﬂamn Enrich
lum Huu Rammml

. Skin Cancer Detection Joe
in Cancer Surgery TI‘HITIO nte
' g & Face Vemg_ REALTY

1802 Broadway, Suite 122
Galveston, Texas
(409) 765-9837

(800) 765-4030 V.]. Tramonte
www.TramonteRealty.com 409-771-0931
Vi@ TramonteRealty.com

f g THE CURE FOR
remler Ire ess CONNECTILE DISFUNCTION

=1») : Phone: T‘T‘B 864-2650
12220 Murphy Road FREE DELIVERY! R Fax: 7138645577

Stay connected on thc road and at home! i
Call 281-579-8500
2002 - 2008
OutSmart Readers' Choice — Seventh year in a row!
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Tom Schwenk
Eco Broker®

2120 Ashland (@ West 22nd jr
Houston, Texas 77008




Time Out with OUTSMART

SPECIAL PROMOTIONS AND ADVERTISING

Frank Abbott sent these photas of Daniel with this copy
of QutSmart from his trip to Colombia, South America,
Abbaott writes, “What a great idea to share this wonderful
magazine with the world. | travel a lot and take a new
copy of OutSmart with me wherever | ga.”

GOING OUT OF TOWN?

Take OurSmart along. Snap a picture of yourself at your destination and send

it to us. Send high-resolution images to Editor@0utSmartMagazine.com or
mail photos to 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006.

OurSmarT’s HoLipay PARTY AT THE LOVETT INNN

FOR YOUR CALENDAR

oul SPONg
Check out these fabulous events <% 7 ]

co-sponsared by OutSmart and
our marketing partners e
January 7: Pride Houston and Broadway Across
America presents GLBT Nite at Spring Awakening.
See the show and party after at Guava Lamp. Info:
www.broadwayacrossamerica.com/groupsales,
Password: PRIDEQ9

January 23: Houston Symphony performs with

Gloria Gaynor with an official VIP Disco Evening After-
Party with Gaynor present. After party at South Beach.

Info: www.Houstonsymphony.org

lanuary 24: Celebrate Art 4 Life with AIDS
Foundation Houston. Featuring an art auction, live
music, and dancing. Info: www.Mukuru.org

January 31: Society for Performing Arts presents Les
Ballet Trockadero de Monte Carlo, an OUTrageous
evening featuring the world's foremost all-male
comic ballet company, 8 pm at Jones Hall, followed
by a private party. See the show and then party with
the cast! Info: www.spahouston.org/grouplounge.
Passwaord: swanvip

March 15: The 20th Annual AIDS Walk Houston,
benefiting AIDS Foundation Houston and 14
outstanding AIDS organizations.

Info: www.AIDSWalkHouston.org

7ECH Alimo

MAINTENANCE

anud "‘Enum
pra sybiay

Moemaorial Drive

Allen Parkway

+ State-of-the-Art Rutomotive
Repair Facility

» Mechanics Specialize in Both
Import & Domestic Uehicles

» Quality, Reliable and Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

» Centrally Located with Immediate
Rccess to |-10 and Memorial
Dr/Allen Parkway

» Buaranteed Parts & Services

g AuTDME‘}"ﬂVE
st SERVICE
EXCELLENCE

Monday - Friday 7am - Bpm

The sciencesof HIV care is achieving high cell counts and low
viral logds! The ur%henllh care,for people living.with HIV

isyﬂl‘ég% 9/% alth issues that péople withiHIV face.

UT Physicians’ HIV specialists are the gold standard in HIV/AIDS
care, freatment and support. We offer the promise of choice and
quality care and a name you
can trust, all in o warm caring
otmosphere, Qur HIV care team
is further strengthened by the
700+ UT Physicians specialists
and sub-specialists who provide
their unique expertise to our |
pafients. '

* HIV/AIDS Care

* Primary Care

* (linical Trials

* HIV Pregnancy Care

* Accass to UT Sub-Specialists

UT Health Center

at Bellaire Boulevard & Locp 610
6700 West Loop South, Suite 200
Bellaire, Texas 77401

Information and Appointments
713.572.8122

Free Onsite & Hondicopped Porking
Medicare & Most Insurance Plans

Se Hobla Espariol

UT*PHYSICIANS

If you want an executive career...

¢ Online Image Assessment

wihat you don't know con hur yo

¢ Resume Assessment

& your currant resume excessively outdoted o

* Resume Writing

communicate value to propspactve amplayer

« Professional Homepage

rovalive and cutting adge impresion ma

MY VOILE

L AEREI TR TR SO O W R

<+
o
o
VOILE

1-866-620-8436

/" Happy Hour
M-F 3-Tpm
%2 Frozen Martinis




Calendaro.rEvents e D.I.V.A

Compiled by Sheri Taylor Bockelman W\ | ' CONCERT

PUTTING IT TOGETHER SUNDAY

Toni Leago Valle’s ‘tetris’ i TR Y ¢ A
| ol 5 s v ond | <% ) FEBRUARY 1, 2009,
eing a gay dancer has its pros } says. "I had many gay friends an e \ . y - - : 1 - P
Bancl cong,” says Coran Ellisor, = even tried a few bisexual relation- Gy _ \ » N - OO / M_

“The field of people I come in
contact with are more willing to come
out and support dance. With that be-

ships. Then—wham!—we were

~

hit with AIDS . . . all of a sudden,
intimacy was banned and everyone e X 4 -
withdrew from one another”™ With a ._ " JACQUELINE CHAMB'ERS’ Piano

soundtrack from the '80s and "90s, ( , Joan HUBERT, SoPRANO

tetris explores the loneliness and - BARBARA Tucm, SOPRANO /
fragmentation these mixed messages ﬂﬁT UF P"ﬁﬁ CassANDRA WHITE SCH‘RANO

had on a generation. T = s ,

Ellisor is enly one of four gay DIVAS performing classics
dancers in the cast of 12, the others Come see the complete selection including opera, jazz,
being Brittany Wallis, Joe Modlin, of sterling jewelry
and Alex Abarca, none of whom

dance on poles in this production ; : -
STV Lf . Tickets available online at
Definitely nothing wrong with wriResitrectibnlieE il
that,” Ellisor adds. 1 just don't do ; - 713-668-5000 X 2
that.” 3841 Bellaire Bivd. - Houston - 713- 5 Resurrection Metrepelitan Community Church
2623 Town Center Blvd. - Sugar Land - 281-275-5000 2025 W 11th Street, Houston, TX 77008

Tetris runs January 29, 30, Feb- 713.861.9149

FET g

ol >

ing said, many people ask what I do,
and [ am always faced with the stigma
of dancing on a poll.”

In tetris, the new dance theater
piece created by Tom Leago Valle,
UH dance faculty member and Dance
Source Houston project manager,
people are dancing on blocks—huge,
moveable puzzle pieces created by
Houston Ballet designer, Tom Boyd.

gospel, and spirituals.

Throughout the evening-length work,
a cast of 12 tries to put together all the
pieces of a woman's life, using many

experiences from Valle's coming ofage dancing on a poll: Corian Ellisor (supine) is

in the 1980s. “We entered the dating one of four out dancers (from a total of 12) who ~ Tuary 5-7, 8pm, Barnevelder Move-
scene after the ‘free love’ mind-set, are part of a new theater dance piece, tefris. The ment/Arts C'1||r‘||:ll'\'. 2201 Preston
g0 bisexuality and experimentation other three are (I-r) Joe Modlin, Alex Abarca, and Learn more at tonileagovalle.com

PHILLIP N. SLAUGHTER

ATTORNEY AT LAW

was popular during my teens,” Valle Brittany Wallis. —Neil Ellis Orts '_: ‘ T H _[S WON 'T LAST LO NG!

JANUARY
PERFORMING ARTS .

Tﬁe Lfg'm hr Hu szm As.

I Wills & Probate

Grﬂnd‘pa Hum‘t and in ﬂnys
1 o s

Consumer Litigation

eater (
o v mainstreettheater.com or 71

A Midsnmmer Nfghf 5 nrenm

Beniami

Guardianships

DWI

cabinets and stainless steel appliances, Complet:

INFO NEEDED FOR ‘l'ﬂl.lll EVENT I.IS'IING a with a surmmer kitchen, 2 bdrm / 2.5 bth / $240s

few I es ol info about your event; date/
lotatio Jnization name: an

Catherine de los Santos

-|rn‘3¢rk-:u~|vm artto reach you for gt j 5738 T = '

and one for Cutmart readers to get more info Queer Voices. Mondays, 8-10 pm. Feature: M- { 13'39'5’39] 8 \z 13!533-0009
{. E=man mwrFo TO: calendan@ outsmartma pmn sic, interviews, reviews, and commentary. KP FM cdelossantos@marthaturner.com w
Man vre 1o OutSmart Magazing, 3406 Audubon 713£326-4000

Rea(h Out in ﬂlE Darhness H

"Ith* Houston, TX 77006. Faxineo Fo: 713/522-3275
NO LISTINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE
DEADLINE DATE—5 P.M., FRIDAY, IANUARY 9.

Mm ' 820 RICHMOND AVE. HOUSTON, TX 77006

PROFPFPERTLES 2008 Quismart Reader's Choice, Best Male Attormey, runnar up
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ART/PHOTOGRAPHY | {4 o
by Naﬂcy Ford I‘.l'lre ?rr!hoffhnsimﬂn‘y A Jewish S!ur]r new exhibi: ' q-‘,rug Ser ﬁﬂﬂSlf’lons %
nd ; cudest | A Program for Personal Growth

Counseling for
“ Individuals < Couples « < Families  * Groups

Enod Gray, LCSW, CSAT
4200 Montrose Blvd., #540 Houston, Texas 77006

www trueselftransitions.com
713 522-7014, ext 4

Private, exclusive and personalized
dating network for gay men in
Houston. Provides introductions
and organizes dates. Members
are thoroughly prescreened and
privacy is guaranteed. The _ ; :
Let us do the work for you! gl dadpl i Dr. Seuss Wants You! 10\ 1

www.theagencvhouston.com

4265 San Felipe, Suite 1100 RIS e ¥ o e E B L Ll e wspeper and magezine ediloral cartoons. See a vaiety o
Houston, TX, 77027 o: Obama Music Videos, a presentation of music videos about Barack Obama entral Gallery. Holocaust Museum Houstor's Morgan Famil ’ .

Call Wayne Daws 832 338-8091
R — . A

Greenery Gala: A New Leaf. Ccicbrating Houston's long AT

l KX ITREME PIIY':IQIIS 5.COM popuiar Showhime VD set ay, Jan. 18, 8 p.m : ; . s eco-fend! SPeCtaCIES
Chances, 1102 Westheimer., Tickets: $5. Details: hrc.org ith an eclectic and appeling body of paintings, prnts gcé on Montrose
“When Results Matter” o e A gt st et e it ' e

4317 montrose blvd
713.529.3937

Hot Gfﬂlss and fnw'ronm;ﬂ-rfs. fi

J John P. Fish Best Place

to Buy Eyewear

ay Jan. '21 24.) :
.‘_'u' Betails: 7 '_-:'-. 136796, ext. 278 = mukuru.org Elemental Desire

THE ART OF CAMP Southern C

Thank you
for your support!

Specialized Fitness Programs
Nutrition & SupplementCounseling

ends-loving folk spay-Neuter Assistance Frogram
phone : 832-731-8057 nounced the group's second annual drag competition to crown Ms. Purrrfe
email : john_fish_eft@yahoo.com L D pajing and neutering and ex
- t ff saturday, Feb. 7, 7 pm




Weekly (Sun Wed Sat.)
Love and Ilal:kets NNl jasts of

ENAJAUERSESIDE R

SERIOT! INJURIES & DEATH CASES

PLUMBING &
APPLIANCE

Blweekly (2nd & 4th Wednesday)
City of Hnustun l'rarlsGender Task Fnr:el charged by

of HIV w || i

i (!I:’.--" 713 Farpo, More info:; 713/520-8586 or

Bn.'u'ne-eklg.tI (2nd & 4th Friday)
Trarlsgender Buddhist Meditatlan Group offers & tradi

Sem:monthly (2nd Tuesday & 4th Saturday)
FIM TG Support Group Some Transgenders Guys 1s

i} ] I. 363 ; |:":_ I I 2 1T | 0 T
Te-ms Ereeu ath Annual Dpen l:a.ll Slmw Artworks a facilita > for fen D= l" iden ”I' | |
e e e L ae e il i, 715 Fargo, Morei § AUTO/TRUCK ACCIDENTS
i and nato e 8y T13/520-858¢ d s (811
view throug 15. Free. At ( im, 140 Heights Blve I"‘Ionthly (1st Tuesday) ¥
fo: artcarmuseum.com or 713/861-552¢ The Houston SPCA Pet Loss Support Group provides o WORK-RELATED ]N]'U'RIES
DAI LY pr ally facilitated, supportive, and sate enviror '.1I-.-| e
Daily (Mon.~Fri.) h e § HEAD/BRAIN INJURIES
HIV Testing. HCHD Thomas Street Clinic s offering HIV test Transge_nder l:hrlstlan Blhle Stuﬂy orship group is ¢ [
b l.l. .:- ; .-'- .‘- -- l- .- vmac S --. hn ) '-...Inll It !..ll I"u RER : w ira :'--n \_'-I!II I I - e : P SE [
| | 34157 af 113 o b i Monthl.y (2nd.“'l‘uescl:|ay) .
D P (5 ~F i } Flee legal Cnnsu]lahons 'fnr An\mne wnll HIWAIDS s
( 3 74 7) \ HIV Testin. ._*“ o ,“.“ il o o indation Houston,Inc. (AFH, wwaicshelp rg ) an § CRIMINAL CASES
1l -!I'-_' testin sing the OraQuick-Advance Ratine & nan L.Lt ve pa utes y
a‘ull. \rlm »;w\. ml ViDeo Lr4|-'r=|~||r\.1 ol -. I:' s -: B OILFIELD INIURIES

udewood, 4-8pm; GEORGE SPORTS Bar
= TUESDAYS: 611 HYDE PARK PUB

5403 Kirby at Sunset Blvd. .L{.f.:..—m.-u”s_:'-;; 3100 Fannin, 4-8

CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS o

www.villageplumbing.com s B Mol i Dol A it :
24-hour Emergency Service D e U e 3 fh The Chapter g:tn;m éf;spTuesdaY) iedNehd PHARMACEUTICAL INJURIES
BP0 O Showroom Hours: (713)600-4747
I‘IIIIJII:I of Dis “mm.” (M-F) 8 AM to 6 PM: . One Greenway Plaza, Sted 100
{BBB Winner of Distinction, Sat) 9 AM to 5 PM 7 ;;'II ! Houston, TX 77046 :
2 years in a row.) (Sat) 0 b . TheDoanLawFirm.com \
| Hur ik
: sl bl i ONE GOAL...WINNING'
We handle ALL of your A/C, heating, Weekly (Mondays)
plumbing & appliance repair needs. TG 5unr0rt“§rnluv onE Al e Orces Hr 24 HR Hotline (377)99-TX LAW

Monthly (2nd Saturday)
Se-:ond Saturdays athnter St Studws It

vinier st stua

Daniel R¥GaTza¥MiD!
Medication Management
Psychotherapy

Specializing in Depression,
? Bipolar, Anxiety, ADHD disorders

, I, el
Montl‘ll‘f (4th Saturday)
TG Suppnrt Grnup I 5 A

- Weekly (Tuesdays) or wintes
Hnusinn Ru-ller Derby Rec League ks i ted

e/ paged 36, a5 it | L
Weekly (Thursdays) Slgniﬁtant mllers TG Suppnrt crnup h

& Blpolar Suppurl Graup | 4 depres Ades supy

Ii nt

2990 Richmond Ave., Suite 428
281.610 8190

ited evening & weekend appointments available

Cuslom Rug Work Room
Wall-to-Wall Carpet . Binding Service

3586 or tanshouston.com, 3130 Rogerdale Rd., Suite 150 = www.rubinscustomrugs.com

Monthly(tstSunday) ‘784 .1180

Read On. Want to spend at least one afternoon each month
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VISA/MC - as low as $1 OD per day!

Connect Now on
Houston’s hottest chatline!

T Tyt CVEE
713-929-0900

214-447-1100 817-259-1500
512-646-1600  713-929-0900
cREDIT cARDS accepTeD ot e al

OutSmart Readers’
Choice Award '07 & 08

- Voted Best
Hairstylist

&Walk Ins OK!
515 Westlg‘glmer 713/324- 7858

wwwihairsalonhouston.con
Mon. — Fri. 1tam - Tpm | Sai. 10am - Gpm | Sun. Clased

Generall€ontractors
Design & Renovation

Interior/Exterior Painting

ﬂ,ﬁninf
torFiee Decks
Estimate :
Y Patios
Fences
Floors

TUSCANY REI\*[ODELING

y ol n T
2009 QutSmart
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“Thank you for all your support.”

immie.com

Experience a Whole New
Level of Fitness Training
832-443-HTT

In the Tribeca Lofts at
1210 W. Clay St., Suite 4

coachk

HOUSTON OWNED & OPERATED
CORPORATE ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

1“695-6700

Excellent 24 Hour Service Since 1981

www.libertycab.net
_/E, The Newest

Computerized
Dispatching
System

e i e e
= g e sty aniee 8 st ve. IR D

WE ACCEPT RESERVATIONS

SSAGEINMO!
LMT

Same Doy

Appointment .
Avoilable

sharing with other hitillating wemer
mee pm at Baba Yega R
nonfig r|.||'.|I rhiction fothis r
even cogitate, in public. Details:

JanuaryI 6, 7, & 11 (Tues., WEd Sun.)
Houston Roller Derbyh_ Ji ts. All new girl
attend 2l three days of tryouts
MOTE INTo: htpc houst - 1

Jan. 6,13, 20, 27 [Tuasdays)
Major Messa;es in Minor Prophets. Ir' 12
prophets” v Scriphires are | |

The Kooky Comedy fﬂ'ﬂlﬂ"ﬂ p

y entertainment by sor

O/ tICkets: www.tex g J
January 10 (Saturday)
Mam Street Iheater Kids On Sta;e Open Hnuse

Airline, Inf

WIAWLITIAINS

' Januaryncsundaw
Illnnd Drive. A Gulf Co Bl ter mot

51, Paul's U

Jan ‘I‘I 13 25 Feb 1(5undays}
Sacred SPHCES What makes a spa a t

info: stoatishoLstan.org
January 13 (Tuesday)
East I'aleets West The Shanghan Quanet 1-0NE per

Jar'n.!arg.tI 15 (Thursday)
Bullduur; and Bl_.ltt!rﬂies 1, Pa | presents D

501 IL.I' St |\'|| re o sipe |
Januaryr ‘l? (SaturdayJ
Fresh Fruit s il F e

wagen (i vou

University Bhd, Ir

Free ni'hnr Day fun at the Hous

B433 or www.houstona g
January 20 (Tuesday)

Rescheduled: Messiaen Centennial Performance. [
Camera of Houston celebrates the 100th anmversary of the

birth of |

Blue Line Bicycle Lahoratory
Sales and Service

N! ary CC

"u.‘.wlln-l R24-5050

Januar'y 22 (Thursday)
ﬁ:tOUT @ The Mlev Mrs f

om or 713/

e Free Parking

» Personalized
Service

= Appointment
& Walkdns

. .danuan..r 24“(5alurday)
Houston Press I'resents ﬁrlnpla 2009 fe:

www.hluelinebikelahf
une=ups in as it

Maon - Fri

Sat / Y9am-Apn

Sam-bpn

3302 White Oak Drive
Houston, Texas 77007

RSHOP

Since 1960

BARBE

January .25 {$unda‘_|.rJ
Si Paut's (hmr ng

January 3‘I (Saturday]
Dr. Maya Angeluu re: W The

Tickets from level of 15€

Limited VIP

Heather M. Wilmore DDS

Generad and Cosmetle Dentistry
713.266.4222
www. DRWILMORE.COM
7500 San [—:ﬂqpt_', Suite 900 « Houston, TX 77063

PI.A NING AHEAD

FEBRUAR Larry Carter

Octavio Barrios, MD
LMT

Board Certified Family Practice

www.doctol I".ll rios.com

February 4 (Wednesday)
Cultural Encnun!ers ‘Ehrnugh Mush Da Camera’s free
jary inclugdes a s puppet pia

Montrose Location

I'5 Years Expencnce
Primiry Care
i Houston Area

; February 6 (Friday)
“Out Night” at the M.asqueralle Theatre fm’ Hle ymdu:

Most lnsurances Accepted

By Appointment Cnly

Baoard Cenified - American Boani of Famly Practice
Member - Amencan Academy of Family Fhysicians

Pasadena
| Monduy, Wednesdiay, Thursday:
Horzon Farmiby Healthcans
7106 Spetocr Highway
Pasadena, TX 77503
81-542-0400

Houston - Moot rose
Tuesday, Friday:
Skin Renaissance Laser Certler |
106 Westhermer (al Baghy)
Houston, TX 77006
T13-902-7516

|: querade Thea .,=.'|-J usethm spmmlmde—

MTGIHT—tn receive a $10 discount off all adult tickets.
A meet & gree 2ld afterward in 'I‘. by with the
entire cas fou can alsc r«| the Hobby
Center far hf rjrrI- ming. Arts for tickets at 713/315-2525 o
visit www masgqueradeth com. W

713-876-8899

larrycarterimt.massagetherapy.com
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OB/GYN OFFICE
OFICINA DE OBSTETRICA Y GINECOLOGIA

Esther Maria Corrigan, M.D.

7700 MAIN, SUITE 310
HOUSTON, TX 77030
713.432.0076

SE HABLA ESPANOIL

Evening and Weekend .

« Anxiety
* Depression
* Addiction

* Gay/Lesbian Issues
* Relationships
« Self Esteem

713.560.6496

4200 Montrose
FREE DELIVERY |}

minimum $12% — tipping Is appreciated 1\?_ c M
DUMPLING HOUSE

Chinese Restaurant

G\;\'

| 7 days a week untl 4 pm 2621 Shepherd #290 = Houston, Tx 77098

E\u,m@\ P ?13.324.84?0 F: 713.524. 4134

ORDER ONLINE AT WW\W.AUNTIECHANGS.COM

OutSmart Advertising Works!

here is simply no better way to target and, most importantly, reach the GLBT
market in Houston, than with OutSmart magazine, Since TUTS and OutSmart began
offering the “Out at TUTS" aftershow I
events, they have become a must-attend for

watreUnderThe$tars

anyone looking to make new connections and r
have a great time doing so! “Out at TUTS"
brings together a wide vanety of theatre-loving
stage talents that make Theatre Under The Stars one of
the nation's premiere theatre organizations. New friends

Houstonians, coupled with the amazing on

a song in your hearl, and delicious nibbles
from the restaurant, Artista. What could be better? —David Greiss, Direcior, Sales & Marketing, Theatre Under The $tars

For DutSmart advertising information, call 713/520-7237 ext. 10

Business News

by Nancy Ford

A DIAMOND AMONG IEWELERS

Thoma

=
£
o
s,
>
=
g
s
z
3

thought was a erazy idea even though it
was greatly acclaimed in the 168-seat
theater. [Both laugh| The fancy people
started to show up, and on one night two
peaple from the cast of Grey’s Anatomy,
Steven Sondheim, and Keanu Reeves
were in the audience, and the next night
it was James Franco and Calvin Klein
and David Bowie.

ing before we moved, so clearly there

That was happen

was a buzz about it that was spreadin

fast. Then we moved uptown and t

k
on two other partners, and then each
set of partners were responsible for
raising half of the money, so Ira and 1
raised about half and the others were
brought in under the leadership of our
partners.

My head is spinning.
Right, Have you ever seen so many

people?

At the Tonys, who goes up to accept
the award?
Ira and 1 spoke in acceptance but
evervone —however many there are
listed EVeryone came up on stage, the
cast came up on stage, it was a very full stage

even at Radio City

Ira is your business partner?
Yes

Do you have a...

Right now? I'll be chan
but the experience, the work experience of
that I'm not

in a relationship. But my life in general, I

ging this right fast,

this has been so overwhelming

work a 12-hour day, and the success of Spr

Awakening and its proliferation worldwide 1s

!|1|'|'.i||.l.f out to be quite amagri Nng.

It's coming here to Houston and then it's
going where?

[t's touring North America, is now booking
in 2010, and has an invitation to go to China,
this company in English

China!?

China. Go figure. We open in London for the
dritish production in February, we open in
Vienna for the production for all the Ger-
man territories at the beginning of April,
the Korean production opens July 4, and
the Japanese production has been in the
works, but they haven't figured out when
they're going to launch, so it’s a phenomenal
thing. And interestingly, [ think because
it's not literally American in terms of the
subject matter, that it has a kind of attrac-
tion worldwide.

Is it that accessible in these places?
In a way, it has the form of a classic story

The other countries aren't as puritanical?
[ think America is the most puritanical of all
lon't think of ourselves

countries. I think

that way, bui 're so young. They have

centuries and centures of history If’ll-_‘.‘\l-
lived through, and scandals they've been
through. What they're responding to is the
center of it, which is the quest of these young
peaple to find their way into a better world
or to create one. And the challenge to us as

adults: How th

person into the world and do it r't'_m[:l”!--ilrl v

e hell do you bring a young

and empower them or choose not to so they
can have the hest life? So all that transcends
culture, and the story goes into a great array

of thi

adoleseence. There are so many different

points of identification that in the aggregate

hecome qu ite universally accessible

How has the response been?
When we were in San Diego, | saw it with
the oldest audienee I've ever seen it with,
and they were quiet but nobody walked out,
and at the end they gave it such an ovation
The circumstances of the story being as
restrictive as they are in that little town in
the 1890s, it act I..-_l“_\ felt for that audience a
relationship as they were growing up, so they
climb in in a way that's almost more literal
than our young audience, which climbg in

we might have experienced in our

“Morality, sexuality, and rock 'n’ roll.” With book and lyrics by Steven Sater and music by Duncan
Sheik, Spring Awakening has enjoyed a successful two-year run on Broadway. The acclaimed
coming-of-age musical closes on Broadway this month, but not before winning eight Tony awards
for its uncompromising treatment of Frank Wedekind's 1891 banned play, The Awakening of Spring.

more beeause of the issues of it and what

it’s exploring
And there

may ‘]J‘}u it he

8 1»-'uhp|e-l in it of one boy who

likes boys, and there’s a

scary capitalist character who basically

']':t'l-! v
play it, and you can play it so you get what

you want. And basically what he wants

about life that there's a way to

is whatever he wants. So there's a mirror
relationship to the central love story that’s
between two boys, but it's not conventional
in any way because the AgETressor 1n the
|'.-|.|I|u::_~'h||:_ who knows what he is except
that he's definitely somebody who's going to

beat the system.

What are the characters’ names?
Hanschen and Ernst. In a conventional
story, that story would be lovely and unex-
pectedly sweet, but in ours it turns askew in
a way that is unique. Our theory is that the
character who is seducing the other one—his
children and grandchildren will end up be-
in;_-; Nazis. The German legacy of it all

Spring Awakening pl
the Hobby Center. Ti
are available at the ”u"n"'l Center box ".r.'
fice (800 Baghy), all

ayvs January 6-18 at

hets start at $26 and

Ticketmaster outlets

(713/629-3700), or online at wiww. Broadway

AcrossAmerica.com.

Bluse DiStefano interviet vacd Allen for the
September 2008 of QutSmart magazine.




OutSmart Marketplace

T RVITENTING
P «® CAMPGROUND
RV Hookups
936/894-2030
RockinARanch.net
Greal Home Base Rates
Large Pool, Bath Houses/Laundry
6 miles West of TX Ren Festival

RAINBOW RANCH
CAMPGROUND
AND RV PARK
Texas Largest GLBT
Campground.
Cabins, RV Sites,
Tenllng Lake,
Pavilion, Pool, Fishing, Boaling, etc.
rainbowranch.net #888.875,7596

lountain, camplin
afternoon sf

com c..'E 231.9921

= ANTIQUES

HOUSTON
-Q"’ 9840 Fondren

#sHouston 77096
Tuesday - Sunda

Y
Hotline 713-981-6081
Bayou Bistro Cafe and

Bayou Game Room open.
IG# AHCH #1-760416114-5

= BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
NEED EXTRA Il'~|(ﬁt(2lhl\E’7r miprove your qua

ity of Life g contral of your Financial
CF ] ,’.'::Il of |-a||.| alexpansion; No
ce Required. www.veimaur.com

*CHURCHES/SPIRITUALITY

Nichiren Buddhist
Sangha of Texas
713.429.1274

Services Wed. 8pm and Sun. 8am
Beginners Classes and Dharma Talk
www.nichiren-shu.org/houston

* CLEANING/MAID SERVICE

| KAEHLER CLEANING
SERVICE sincs 1995

1 .continually tha bast”
Resicential & Commencial

8] ool Jomn 713861 6181
Hingkoshler@sbegiabal. net

« GCOMPUTER SERVIGES

ComP“tet?

Need Some Help?

Set-ups - Troubleshooting
Tune-ups- Tutur:a%s

PC HumeTech’
832.496.9246

* COUNSELING

WHAT IS BETWEEN YOU AND YOUR HAP-
PINESS? Yes be gay and happy at
YOUrTano, r 0g
e try? DaddyBlada com

Dyvornakie ¢
281-888-9611 'c?‘ Y

taddvndtc@nwspace.t:om
djtaddvoraki@ gmail.com

*EMPLOYMENT

<EMPLOYMENT

NEED MEDICAL MARKETING REP - some
axperaiance nelptul, in office and field work
anticipated. Benefits, full-time salary negotiable
based on experience. Starl ASAR HIV+ know-
ledgeable encouraged lo apply. Fax resumé o

J.Secolf at 713/541-0866

* MASSAGE

f/.f:'-’ AL f::;f.'z.i‘(r «
“in The Heights ™

Whlnf‘,‘dlld#n e --nfe "'Pﬁl'a (= Hr-' K !I(.
sutic |

WlW.C H"—‘E'n"l’ﬂEB‘Sc]~ GO
available

HOUSEHOLD COOHDINATDH

and pe
redq
This ig 1||| lime, hands-on
h:ql.ul es versatiity, Candidat &
T ._I\.' ng I|| ad a~ '.'\-- as have

upscale
oanized .|r.-‘| 1e.all {
'|u|" lask, anticipal

medical L;rli 4»-‘]..}\. benefits. For con-
Side n, please mail resume 1o
execrechr @yahoo.com, ECE, mAidi

ROMAN BODY
MASSAGE THERAPY
Voted One of the BEST
assage Therapists 2008

w=d|sh *» Deep Tissue
Reiki * Aromatherapy

WWW.ROMANBODY.COM
Brian = LMT
Licensed Massage Therapist

713-806-2199
MT 103606

Reward Yours elf

832.978.7017

BODYWORK
BY DAN-HANDS
On Massage-Swedish
DeepTissue-Masculine

rivate-Discreet
Montrose Location-In/Cut

gam to 10pm-713/857-1009.

=~ MASSAGE

EXOTIC INDIAN
SENSUAL SWEDISH |
*Central Location
“Shower Available
IndiaMassage.Net
713-277-8836

713.305.8025

Ken Claude, LMT
113.240.9598

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Gonvenient Montrose,
Upper Kirby Location

B2 JANUARY 2

Muscle
Massage

BODY MASSAGE
713-942-2399
Roland, Rt

il Body » Feel Awuuha

Centrally Locatad
*» Qutcalls [
+ 7 Days/Evenings =

e ARVISAMG Mw“), A\

= MASSAGE

Mussage

The
Boy E

Ben

2B1.832.8013

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Tall,
muscular, masculing, State Licansed. AMTA
Certified. 14 yrs experience. Incredible, full
bady, high total release massage
Innerloop. $75/r. Mike 712/963-9503

MASS.&GE THERAPI ST

LifeStyle
Massa
Kenton Alan

Buffalo Qp.. @ 610
call, text or emai
713.515.2882

kenton alan@yahoo.com

HEep TIssue s SWenIsH

RDBERT RMT
[713] 824-6230

www. twinpix.com/robert

- MASSAGE

MASSAGE « Therapeutic » Helaxing * Ron
Howell, Registered Massage Therapist « In
or Out Calls « 7 Days » Noon-Midnight = Most
insurance accapled. 713/225-0231

HEALING HANDS MASSAGE Specializing
in Swedish Relaxation, Deep Tissue, Ar-
ma!hera;)'y'. Hot Stone Therapy, Headaches,

ck Pain, Sciatica. Linda Meyer RMT
ﬂiS.’JS B32/415-2639. By Appointment
$5.00 off 1st Visit.

- PERSONAL TRAINER

- PET SERVICES

Volunteers Needed'
pet patrol{;
A PEOPLE PET PARTNERSHIPF
thepetpatrol.org
or contact Ryan Johnson
ryblairjohnson @yahoo.com
Volunteers helping limited income

elderly & those facing life challenging
llinesses care for their pets.

= PET SERVICES

when you're away?
Pet Sitting %

IN THE HEIGHTS
713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

+ POOL COMPANY

- REAL ESTATE/FOR LEASE

Fully Furnished Corporate Aparimenis

BEAUTIFUL PRIVATE 1 bedroom apart-
ment 4 rent in Pearland for gay male. Large
bathroom, kitchen granite, FREE cable &
internet, luxurious pool & hot tub, parking.
Drug free only. All bills paid, 5799 month
713/539-8927

= REAL ESTATE/FOR SALE

Luumgly updaled bugalow with
preservation of original character.
Connected suite 1/1 full kit/liv/din.

Suite could be a studio or work place.
Beautiful hardwood floors threughout.

Formal living and dining. Abundant
natural light, with designer energy
efficient window coverings.
1110 Bomar. 3/2.5M - 1,826 Sq Ft.
Call Steve Ouelletie
at RE/MAX Metro 713.826-8076.

« REMODELING/REPRIRS
NO JOB B FREE
ESTIMATES

RENT-A-CLERGY
Let Thomas assist
you to henor life’s
special events, Holy
Unions, Memorials.

713/522-7626

MANSCAPING IN MONTROSE. Body Waxing
and Grooming Services. For Men Only. Same
Private Location for 8 Yars. Rates and Appoint-
ments: Dale &t manscaping @ aol.com.

CALL- I}HIJ,LE,

=it

CONNECT

Listen & Reply to Ads FREE!

Houston
713.225.5500
FREE code 470
CALL NOW!

For other cities. call

(868) MegaMates

Things
in Life You
Can Trust:

OutSmart’s
Circulation

Numbers!

An ad placed in QuiSmart magazine
reaches loyal, interested readers. Oul-
Smart’s circulation figures are audited
indepandently by Verified Audit Circula-
tion, your guarantee of an accurate count
" VERIFIED

ALIDNT CIRCLILATION
wewner verifiedaudit com

MARKETPLACE AD RATES

Markeiplace Classifieds are per column inch. Golumn inch width is
30 words or less, plus $1 per additional word and 50 cents for all words in bold. Add additional
per issue fo have your classified ad appear on our website. Ads can also be placed on our
secure wabsite at www. QutSmartMagazine.com

Marketplace 1 Month 3 Month
Color Boxed Ad perinen 368 564
B/W Boxed Ad per i £51 248
30-Word Line Ad $36 §33
Deadline: Jan, 15 for the Feb, Issue, Order by

phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX, or Discover.
Or FAX it 713/522-3275. Sorry, we do not bill. Mail ad & payment to: OutSmart 3406 Audubon,
Houston, TX 77006-4412. For more information, call 713/520-7237

1.688. Word line ads are

6 Month 12 Manth
$59 $05
246 $43
£30 $2a

OutSmart  JANUARY 2000 83




OutSmart Advertisers

JANUARY 2009 FOR ADVERTISING INFO CALL 713/520-7237.

ACCOMMODATIONS
Galveston Seashell Geteways
galvestonseashellgetaways.com. .. 409/939-125
The Victorian Condo/Motel
6300 Seawall'Galveston.... . B00/231-6363

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

Tejas Air-.. LT13/287-6117
[ ASTROLOGER

Lully H.oddy ns!mlng'y
0 13/529-5842

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES

The Doan Law Firm, Jimmy Doan
One Greenway Plaza, Suite 100,
Salazar & Tallawi PLLG

7 1 30600-4747

1301 Leeland Suite 210..... .. 2818576770
Frye and Cantu, PLLC Law Firm

(FDEFatingLaW, COM v smiamsisimneissonsn Ma22-1my
Phillip N, Staughter, thm at Law

B20 Richmaond...
Dwane L. Todd, Mlnmay ;n Law
dwanetoddESyahoo.com ..

. T13/533-0008

 13/865-0658

Vethan Law Firm

2908 Baldwin........... 1 13/520-2222

Law 0ffice of Shannm T Warmn

1210 Hawthome . . T13523-0420
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

Tech Auto Maintenance

37 Waugh Dnve 713/863-8244

AUTOMOTIVE SALES

Advantags BMW/Midtown
2101 San Jacinto @ Gray
Giliman Auto Group

www. gllimanaitn.com
Legacy Ford Lincoln Mercury
27225 Sauthwest Frwy
Planet Ford 20403 |-45 North
Rudy Gonzaloz/Service 888/251-9135
Scott Sprouse/Sakes 281/4565 3804
Sand Dollar AutoPlex/ John Nagy
8020 Broadway, Galveston

BARBERSHOPS

« F13/288-1200
.. BrI7268-2276

432/577-9280

409/744-571

Joo Lee’s Baibnrshnn
1925 Milam 51 - 113/622-3883
Diympian Therapeutic Massage & Barber

H400 Montrose, Ste. 435 ... 832/274-3853

BICYCLE SALES/SERVICE

Blue Line Bicycle Laboratory
3302 White Dak...

GAB COMPANY

Liberty Cab

libertycab.net 71 3/E95-6700

CAREER/IMAGE ASSESSMENT

71378021707

Volle Enterprises

MyVolle.com.. ..o

Bering Memarial

1440 Harold 135261017

Boniuk Center for Religious Tolerance
boniukcanter.on 713/348-5316
Cathedral of Hope Houston
CONNOUSION.COM...........
Community Gospel Ghnrch
608 Aurors .

Congregation Emanu EI

1500 Sunset Bivd -
Greative Life Spiritual Center
5326 Spring-Stuebner

713/528-3269
713/880-9235
T13/529-57T1

281/350-5157

Big Tex Bingo
DIIEXDINGCOM..... oo v 2B1/5B6-0700
Boniuk Center for Religious Tolerance

bealukcenterom .., 713/348-5316
Bering Omega Community ices
BeringomMBga .. e seere e d 1 A341-3762

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer .. . T13/528-1201
Computer-Wiz
computer-wiznet.. oo € HMOT-4500

- IJATING SEH'.I'EGES
Eromates com
The ﬁ.a:enl:rl Houston
theagencyhouston.com ... - 113/923-0800
Men Meet Men
- T13/968-9838

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE

Broadway Across America
broadwayacrossamenica.com...... 713/%28-3700
Club Adam & Club Edan

522 Nasa Rd 1 .. . 2B1/557-0434

El's

2517 Ralph Street...... 714/527-9071
Guava Lamp

570 Waugh - T13/524-3350
House of Blues

1204 Caroling............
Houston Grand Dpara
noustongrandopera.og ...
Houston Symphorny
houstonsymphony.arg
JR's/Santa Fe

BO8 PRCI0 o e et . T13/521-2518
Lauberge du Lac Casino Resort
Idicasino.comfosh ..........
Meteor

2306-08 Geneses

Montrose Mining l:urnpany

.. BER/402-5837
-T13/228-0PERA

T13/224-7575

. BB6/580-T444

714521-M23

BO5 Pacific..., W 1130520-T488
Ranch Hill Saloan

24704 1-45 North, Spring. ... +2B81/298-9035
Society for the Perfnﬂmng Arts

SPANOUSION.OMD | 12ersvaveieess s 11 21 22T-4SPA
South Beach

810 Pacific Street 713/529-T623
Templed 2 Touch www tempted 2tous -.

Tony's GCorner Pocket
817 West Dallas ...
Verizon Wireless Theater
520 Tenas Avenue i s TVA/230-1 666
Whispers Bar

226 First 51. Humble

281/359-2900

__ FINANCIAL SERVICES

Gay(PA.com, The

thegaycpa, com . F13/236-1040
Green/White Advisors

1225 N, Loog Wesl, Ste, 1030.........713/869-1144
Shockley Tax Advisors

shockleytax.com... T13/236-1040

Tanmmnﬁnancial Dnmsﬁcl‘nm“&hhﬂamlw
ssiringer@tarkentonfinancial com . 281/796-0770

I.IBSFE(JI:E 5. Yung

grace.yung@ubs com... ... . 713/654-0260

UBS/ Jacqueline M, Jacobsen

jacqueding jacobsend@ubs.com ... .512/479-5225

—_FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS

Body 3 Fitness/Tom Jackobs

1987 W.TC Jestor. . ...ooeiicons T13/240-1520
Dwayne Cookson
dwaynecooksondeooksonfitness com

Extreme Physiques/John P. Fish

ExtremePhysigues. com WB32/731-8057

Hardcore Pilates/Wayne Davis

3701 Kirby #4386 ..o, B32/338-8081
Houstoen Gym

1307 DUNAM .-t oersrsserecrorsseni 11 SB0-0141

The Coach Kimmie Sports Studio/Kimberly Marler
1210 W Clay, Ste 4 ...... s B32/443-ATT

Resurrection MGC
2025 W 11th &t i .« T13/861-0740
5t Paul's United Methodist Eﬁluh:h
5501 Main .7 1 3/528-0527
GLEAN]NG SERUICES
Perfection Plus Service X
A e v i . LA HE T
CLOTHING
Macy's e ey werereres . MECYS.COM
Envy Me
2035 West Bray.......wwceciianin T 137042-0800
COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
AIDS Foundation of Houston
J202 WeSIBYAM.... .covramrerrisinr o 1 1IG23-GTHE

B84 JANUARY 2009 QutSmart

THK Fitmiess/Steve

4676 Baethnul...... .coceisuasereseses 7 1306677072
HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS

35 Makeup Design

5600 Kirtry Suite'S ......ccovisceneeri 713B60-7600

NU-Cuts Hair Salon

515 Westheimer ... T13524-7858

Uruku Salon
2055 Weastheimer, Ste. 150, .. 713/521-0500

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC

Chimney Rock Chiropractic/Art Keller, 0.C.
3033 Chimney RocK ... T13/781-3344
Kirby Health&Wellness Genl:en’lennem W. Lester
3930 Kirtyy Dr., Ste. 108 ... 3/526-5252
Mnnam Chiropractic/Byron K. Monald oL,

3400 Montrose, Ste 550 35265

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY

Kristin K. Anderson Phi

9525 Katy Frwy Ste 200...

Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP

1006 Missour ... - 4
0. “Woodfa" Flanigan HS LPJ.
2600 Southwest Fwy, Ste 409........ T13/585-0604
Daniel R. Garza, MD

2890 Richmond, Ste 428....,
David Genac, PhD)
1712 Fairview.....
Miles D. Glaspy, LCSW
1973 W Gary, #20.........c00n. . F13/528-1913
Enod Gray, LMSW-ACE, €. Hi., CSAT

T13263-0400

o 11 HE27-0000

. 281/610-8180

.. T13/899-3769

4200 Montrosg.......... - 113/522-7014
Steve Melton, MS, LPC, LMFr
4200 Montrose, Ste 540 ..., T13/560-6406

Denise 0'Doherty, MSN, LPG, LMFT, RN
3730 Kirby, Ste 010 . 713/524-9525
Robert Sneligrove, LMSW-ACP

£200 Montroge, Ste 540 F13/522-71 4
D, Scott Stanley. MS, LMFT-LPC
| 458 Campbell, Ste 2504

Jeft Vannice, PhD

1415 N Loop West, Ste 780

.. 281960-3991

o P 1 W426-4455

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
Bruce W. Smith, DDS

1006 Messoun 713/528-4364
Cory Logan, DDS, PA

530 Waugh ¥ . T13/842-8508
FLOSS, Ciint Herzog, DUS

514 Elgin, Ste A............. - 1 13942-0101

Heather M. Willmore, DDS

7500 San Felipe ... eerissnnissassiss ] | 2004222
Houston Aesthetic & General Dentistry

1307 Waugh Dr, sininsnens ] 101026-2024
LifeSmiles/Randy Mitchmore, DDS

1722 W Alabama .. T13/502-6300

_HEALTH CARE-SERVICES/PRODUCTS

Houston Buyer's Club Nutritional Supplements
3224 Yoakum T13/520-5268
Legacy Community Health Services
215 Westheimer X
Montrose Counseling Center

401 Branard

South Side Pharmacy

{700 Main..

HEALTH BARE-MJ\.SS&GE THERAPI STS

713830-3000

Alan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch

S e 713/p42-0423
Avalon School of Massage
2090 Richmand, Sta 200
Larry Cartar, LMT
larrycarterimt. massagetherapy com? 1 VB 76-88949
Ryan Fugate, RMT

713/333-5250

Ryanmassagewtrks.com 7926
Joel Leal, RMT .. 8308
David Tritlco, RMT

3400 Montrose, Sta. 435
Sparks Body Therapy
Located inThe Heights.

B32/274-3853
713/805-8264

HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Houston Eye Associates/Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD

PHOTOGRAPHY/FILMING

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS

12 Meridians Acupuncture ... B32/767-8025
Esther Maria Corrigan, M.D..DB/GYN

7700 Maln, Sulte 310y T13/432-0076
Octavio Barrios, MD

106 Westhelmer, Sle A ... T13/942-7546

Midtown Physiclans, LTD, LLP/FredWorthMD.com
3306 Fannin 8. T13/522-1788
Texas Bio-ldentical Hormones
drroyaibensan.com

Unity Clinic:

7700 Main 5t Ste. 310, ..,
UT West Loop Health Center

1776 Yorktown, Sta.150 .

L 979/TT6- 1660
.713/533-1345
.T13/572-8122
HEALTH GARE-SKIN CARE

BellaRosa

bellarnsacinie. com B32/266-1363
Facelogic River Daks

2621 Shepherd D, Suits 142 713/523-7546

Haights Dermatology & Aesthetic Cir/ Alpesh Desai, MD

2120 Ashiand 713/864-2650

Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD

106 Westheimer Stefl. ... 713/942-7548
HOME BUILDERS

CenterPointe Living

1404 Wheeler

Loyd Russe! Homes

LoydRusselHomes.com ...........

Reuther Homes

reutherhomes.com .,

Urban Living

urbaniiving.com,

B32/275-8864

. 713203-3533
712664424
11868-7226

__HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES

Antique Center of Texas

1001 W. Loop South @ Oid Katy Rd 713/668-4211
Audio Video Designs
7300 Southwest Fy

T13Tre-8444

Bliss on 19th

235 W1ath St 832/673-0029
Cantomi

9885 Westheimear T13TET-5454
Chic Warshouss

72T Yale St T13/B22-3392
Eciectic Homae

345W 19th .. T13/869-1414
Ligne Roset

5600 Kirby L T13629-7722
Rubin’s Custom Rugs

3130 Roge : Fioad T13/784-1180

HOME REMODELING/CONSTRUCTION
Dolan Construciion & Remodeding

.281/705-2872
Lunurmm Hnﬂhnu Fencing & Hmmdelmg

free estimates 3823-9913
Larry French Enterprises

larrytrench. net 713/956-7733
Power Technalogies

6210 Alrling tlose tn downtown..... 713/691-1641
SpaceMan Home & Office

3556 West TC Jester ................... T13/688-BBOE

Tuscany Aemodeling
TuscanyRealEstateServices.oom.... B32/804-4273

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

DMHI Lorms/Farmers

TG Jester & Loop 610 T13/688- 8664
th Schmarler Insurance Agency/Farmers
Jason Gareia
6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185........ T13/861-7700
Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers/
Rob Schmerler
6575 W. Loop Soulh, Sle. 185.....

=l —_JEWELERS _
LW, Marks Jewelers

T13/661-T700

i 7 3841 Bakaine Bivd 713/668-5000
20 D% y 10 [BR-
5420 Dashwood. Ste 107 ..o T13/668-9118 Sivertt
HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS 13368-C Westhaimer.... 113/520-5440
Eye Contact LANDSCGAPING/POOLS
2055 Westhelmer, Suite 135 ... 7T13/520-6600 R.1's Landscaping & Design, Inc.
Eye Blegance astandscaping, com.... 713/957-0449
3966 Westheimer 713/622-4411
E:EEM?,: Lisa Woo, Ull ) Y _PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES
A2WES TN e TIVBOES82  Garusters Home Dog Tainng
Spectacies on Monirose : WWW,BArKDUSTONS COM . .vvrvccersenr BTT/500-BARK
4317 Montrose & 2 713/529-3037 Dog Water Spa

WL dogwaterspa.com...... Lt 13907-2321
Pet Sitting Service in the Heights .. 713/860-3698

Daltor DeHart Phatography .. ....713/622-2202
Varsity Productions / John Conroy
6217 Edine,,

Tidfs42-8277
Yvonmne Feece Pnulumnf

YVOINETBBCE.COM . iviiiiceiiidisiond 832/876-1053

PLUMBING

Ian'y French Enterprises

larryfrench.nel., L T131956-T733

U-Plumb-it

1424 Montrose ...

Village Plumbing & Rppilance
5403 Kirby

713/942-2277

-E:np\l.cum

1201 -F Westhaimer 7134528-1201

PSYCHIG/INTUITIVE READERS

7 I A224-DRIP(3TAT)

Steve Rooke Heritage Texas Properties
.............. : 113/225-5565
Tam u:nwcnk.fjne Tr:!rnmnz Realty

1802 Broadway, Galveston............ 409/765-9837
Sheree Thompson/Karen Derr 8. A.ssuc.
1545 Haights Bivd ..ol T13/204-4828
W Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty
1802 Broadway, Galveston............ 409/765-9837
Brian Teichman/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Blvd .. 713/8508-4136
Hoberta J. Walters/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1345 Heights Bivd ... .. £817222-4469
Robert Zahn/Karen Derr & Assoc.
KarenDerm.com.
Kenneth Iamllﬂnltm Wllllxms

.. 409/939-9237

. 113/203-3533
REAL ESTATE LENDERS

I_ilI;‘I Hnnﬂy Astrology
713/529-5842

Cody Grizzatfi/Prime Lending
0 o L RS ... B32/541-1103
Velmaur Investments

velmaur.com ZB1/795-5210

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS

REAL ES‘FATE SERUICES REALTORS

Bill Baldwin/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Helghis Blvd w
Patrick Banks/Coldwell Banker
1505 Heights Blvd .. ooovvondiesiiamens
David Bowers/The House Company

avid@davidbowers.com ..
Boh Beszhom/Karen Darr & Jlssm:_
1545 Heights Blvd .. 281/850-2726
Richard Buentelio/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd ...2B1/222-9311
Bruce Chambers/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Haights Bivd . T13/412-8436
Teme Coftman/Coldwe!l Banker
1505 Heights Blivd .
Mike Copenhaver/ReMax Metro
2626 Richmand....
Danke! Cralg/Keller Williams
550 Post Oak Bivd #350..................T13/882-0854
Catherine de Los Santos/Martha Turmer Proerties
coelossantas@marthaturnercom .. 713/398-3518
Bob Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd
Karen Derr/Karen Dem & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd ... 713/862- 1600
Terri Harrel/Fosmest Lake Townhomes
forrestiake com B32/526-0284
Richard Hill/Keller Williams
550 Post Oak, Ste 350 713828-7066
Bruce Hutmacher/Maren Derr & ASSos.
1545 Heights Blvd 2B81/216-0557
Jerry Jaggers/Karen Der & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd, ... T13/501-T078
Clitford Johnson/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Blvd. . 713/819-0614
Marty Justus/Maren Derr & Assoc.

545 Heights Bivd
Lynette Lew/Prodential Gary Greane
Iyriettalew com s T13/582- 27
Ashton MartiniKaren Derr & Assoc

1545 Helghts Bivd . B32/878-7b86
Kim McClure/Oakington Realty
550) Post Oak, Ste 470
Bruce Nicholson/Coldwell Banker
1505 Heights Blvd
Don Puryear/ReMax Metro
donpuryear@vemax.net T13302-6543
Vinod Ramant/Urban Living Realtors

5023 Washinglon ..........cevrrreees M3

Dale Richardson / Martha Turmner Properties
drichardson@marthaturner.com ... 7 13/558-3371
Heather Raynar/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Bhvd .. T13/875-4366

-2 81/850-6862
713/824-8054
. 404/783-2600

713/B66-7805

713/528-4063

T13/B75-7049

13/538-T870

T13/922-7737

F13/412-B436

1308 Canting

1308 Montrose

AKA Sushi House

2390 West Alabama i
Amici Great [talian Food!

16088 City Walk Or. Sugar Land

.. T13B07-B996
-7 VaABOT-TETS

.. 261/242-2800

Aontie Chang's Dumpling House

26215, Shephard ... .oh. T1A524-0410
BB's

2710 Moniroze...... - T13/524-44599
Cafe Adobe

2111 Westheimer, . -~ 113/528-1468
Dessert Gallery

3200 KirDY D cocicosiveiissasssrsisasassien 1 19/022-9999
1616 Post Dak BV, .....oeiouimmienss T13/622-0007
2210 Lone StarfSugar Land ZB1/201-4800
El Tiempo Ganting

3130 Richmond Ave T13807-1600
5602 Washinglon Ave 113/681-3645
Mardi Gras Grill

1200 DUsrham. e i 71378645600
Salud! Winery

2033 Montrose, Suite C T13/522-8282
Taco's A Go-Go

1704 Main St... T1a/B07-8226
Vietopia Vietnamese Cuisine

5176 Buffalo Speedway .............. T13/664-7303

SCOOTER / SALES & SERVICE

Apollo Scoolers
739 Richmaond Ave T13522- 140

SPECIALTY RETAIL
Bath Junikie
2020 W. Gray & 4872 Beechnut..... T13/527-7200
Aiver Oaks & 713218-8010 Meyeriand
Bonaparte Antiques & Custom Framing
BenaparteAntiques.com T13/533-0333
Carmen’s 24 Hrs Boutique & Video
carmensbottioue. com . 713/799-1300
Expcative Adult Video Superstore & Theater
14002 Moriivwist Fwy 713/482-5152
Hollywood Frame Gallery
2427 Bissonnet

713/942-8885

Macy's.. ... oo nnar s eeieasr s TG B COM
Urban Soles [Iulm:lsi
506 W 19th 713/880-1187

TELEPHDNESICELUWIRELESS

Premier Paging & Wireless
12220 Murphy Road, Stafford ..., 281/575-8500
Telecom Wireless Services Inc

12320 Bellaire . 281/56B8-6108

Thank you for supporting
the OQutSmart advertisers.

Please be sure to tell them
you saw their ad in OutSmart.

RERSOI
713.667.7072

4676 Beechnut * Houston, Tx

Be Healthy,
Feel Great,
Think Clearly,
Choose Best,
& Be Happy.

L'“‘-l'lULk_

Move quickly to your ?g
goals with ease and clarity.

b S essential
o — touch
www,'fhmu_;_;h\hurﬂwg.eﬂm

1103-B Peveto St. » Houston, TX 77019 » 713.942.0923
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There’s always something

Tor sl I CORNER

"oe,?g. Nightly Specials - Call for
Cold Beverages & Ho

817 W. Dallas « 713/571 -78?0
Ample Secure Parking
Whispers BBaxr
226 First Streest
Euvaiznmble Texas
Where the beer is twice as cold & everyone knows your name

D.J. Friday & Saturday — Karaoke Thursday
Daily Drink Specials
Now open 7 days a week from 4pm

£81.359.2900 | www.whispersbar.com | KBwhispersbar@yahoo.con

Fridays and Saturdays
. The Perfect place to start or end
' your evening with your friends.

mefor

2306-08 Genesee | (713) 521-0123
_meteorhouston.com

RANCH HILL SALOON

HOME OF THE COLDEST BEER
&
THE WARMEST WELCOME

OPEN DALY 1PM - 2AM 281-298-9035

ranchhill.com myspace.com/theranchhillsaloon

'Hl'mﬂih'

2517 Ralph@Westheimer B
Houston, TX 77006 713-527-9071 www.ejshar.com

Would you like your business to profit from this space?

Monthly Gay & Lesbian Spending Patterns

» Dines Out 4-5 times per week - Attends Live Performances
2-3 times per menth « Goes to a Club or Bar 2 times a week

(JutvSmart
Call 713.520.7237
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Houston
LA ACADEMIA

ANITA'S BAR & GRILLE

BARTINI
BELLA AIDA GARDENS

BLUR

BOCADOS

BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM

CH-QNCE.‘S«'THE NE.\.'J BARNJ"G-S.F’UT
C.LU‘E. 292-0-

CLl-JH ﬂD.ﬂM ﬂN.U EIDEN

'CI-.U.B CH‘T’ST&L

COUSINS

GEORGE

BEHIND THE BAR

WHO: Leon Tindel

WHERE: Ceorge's Country Sports
Bar, 617 Fairview, 713/528-8102

WHAT'S UP: Multiple television
screens are scattered throughout
George, making this comfortable
sports bar an especially popular
gathering spol for NFL playoffs on
Sundays.

GUAVA LAMP

IN-N-OUT

JR'S BAR & GRILL

aoke. BOA Faoit

MARY'S, NATURALLY

METEOR

BAR & CLUB GUIDE _

DECADES

MICHAEL'S OU'IPBS‘I
is comiartable neghbe

MONTROSE MINING COMPANY
he two-fier back patio bar pr

RAINBOW ROOM
] ay, Heathe

RIPCORD

THE 811

SOUTH BEACH
TONY'S CORNER POCKET

VIVIANA'S

Spring
RANCH HILL SALOON

Humbie
WHISPERS

Galveston

3RD COAST BEACH BAR
THE PINK DOLPHIN
ROBERT'S LAFITTE

Beaumont
THE COPA

ORLEANS STREET BUB AND PATIO

Bryan/College Station

HALO VIDEO BAR

i every rught ot if

ART KELLER, DC.

Auto Accidents
Acupuncture

Work Injuries
Sports Injuries

Impairment Ralings

713.781.3344 A

CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

3033 Chimney Rock at Richmond, Suite 440

Who's watching the kids when youre away?

Pet Sitting &
IN THE HEIGHTS
Experienced » Professional « References

Competitive Rates: 533 /day or $16.50 per visit.
Special Neighbarhood Discount §25/day

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

This is not a model!
Luey i5 an actual client!

Thank you for voting me your Community Hero
and your Favorite Community Photographer!

fHeres looking ar you, Kids.

D

Per Parrol—a volunteer organization

committed to helping the limited

income elderly and those facing life

the website:

Monirase Softball League challenging illnesses care for their pets

—is currently in need of volunteers!
o [ b1ag Walking
* Per Food Delivery

* Vet Transportation

pet patrolZ

A PEQPLE PET PARTMNERSHIP

GMCH & Bayau City Womer
t @ TUTS Night at ¢

Pride Parade

And more! PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

[| n D e H a rt.com wWW. THEPETPATROL.ORG

OR CONTACT DUR VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
Need a professional photographer for your special Rt T AT BVt O DA GRS A0 o
event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202,
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by Lilly Roddy

his begins a really big time of change and,
certainly, a time of hope for us all with the
beginning of our new administration. One of
the things to pay attention to this manth is your old
frend Mer iry going retrograde on January 11 in
.-'l.r.u anus and moving back into C 1. Those
1 born in those signs should be prepared
for some reexamination and to take some time to

u have not

e from Jan B
ough February 3. = There is a Solar Ecl
1 )

New Moon in Aquarius on the 25th—a great time
with a lot of extra energy and a
ality to go with it. Thi

far new b"_‘i_]ll‘.']ll‘. 15

is also

ats every 12 years. * The Sun
her journey through Capricomn and enters
n the 19th. Mercury starts in Aquarius

G ; 0th. Ve
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enlire r
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Jupiter enters .J'-".q
isit. The rest of the planets are nappy
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ARIES (M
sacurty tal
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53 YOUr views

reach an all-time low

defin S0 your interest thr

holidays

ve, |f you are not
! ally want to leave. With
ou will be more introspe
nd Bulls don't r
1 know they are going to. They
y make a choice that th
Don't make any sudden career choi
position until after February 4. Tim
the ho -.:|,|'.\-.\'.- A
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an stay with a while.

s toward a new

ith friends over

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You are more serious

month and no

igually

Concerns a

your financial situation h.-..l- you l'._‘(I”}‘ wanting

'|r‘-l-I||rt‘ You are feeling a bit trapped

abo
bath

15 could make
elationships un-
ik about them. You could be nr.kung
for some new place to work by the end of the month,
vecause of your dissatistaction.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Relationships are the

big topic for this month. And if you have problems

88 JANL

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19).
Happy Solar Retumn to the Seagoats, kids,
ewes, and rams, For many of you, this will

al searching. You are
reconsidering all the things that make

up your identity. And many of you will be
willing to throw out a lot of those very
things. Despite the fact that it will make ¥
ervous and uncertain, you are doing g
it anyway. With Mercury retrograding into f
your sign, that only makes the diving even
deeper. Use this time to plan and hold off
on making any permanent decis
plans until after Mercury goes direct on
February 4. Otherwise, you may end up
regretting some of thos Keep ™
a close eye on your money.

be a time of inte

SESNPC Ta

s ar E

and have been avoiding them, this month will be
time that you confr them. Your relationship may

> gare and nurtur

Or Some major Work,

). There are t

about your work condi

big topics

3. Time to get bac kinto
th, and you are ready t art that. Work

;:.‘u' e testy ana you certainly won't be

1!I

yourseir at

ograde in your relationship area. That means that
lems will surface. Be proac
s they become a pr
s|pful

would be very |

VIRGO (August 23-September
planet, Mercury, gain
be in a big tir
p n the back burner or just avoided alt
vill need to be care of. And the wo
will need lots of extra &

). With your ruling
strograde, you are going to
2 ts that you
ather

place

ention. There are plenty
of things for you to do, and you might as well get
th are also big on the
cleanup schedule. You are rather creative and can
find all kinds of solutic
this month. Your patience will be very low at the end
of the month. Avoid putting yourself in situations that
may limit your options.

them done. Exercise and h

for problems that you have
! Y

LIBRA (September 23-0October 23). Home and fam-
ily are your themes for January, and you thought that
was what you did last month. It's a time where you

are ready to feather your nest and get rid of those
things that don't really belong there. Some of you will
be moving, remodeling, or relocating. And you will
not be your balanced patient self. Be ready to focus
on your inner child. Your own children will have to
move over and make room for the new baby. Home
projects should be planned but not begun until next
month. Toward the end of the month, take some time
off and get away from your routines,

SCORPIO ({October 24-November 21}, Getting
your messag 055 i3 the most important |"||'1r_| for
you this month. ‘r'ln. may have a lot to say and really
want people to hear you. Your ideas about erganiza-
tion and efficient methodology are going to be right
on target, and you are very ir ' ing to

the truth. Family relationships are not as smooth;

q

they may not want to hear what you have to say

Since that is where ".-11_'.‘!,_.:_.":,' retrograde |s for you,
problems around the f;|"--:-, or your home are bound

to come to the surface. And just because you say

YOUu OF evVen listen.
Keep your schedule open and flexible

it, deesn't mean they \’-.I|| resg

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21). Your

1e best use of your p

tinancial p

and the appreciation of what you do by

certainly significant on your agenda this month. You
:lu-t-ti .fu-'.l.*:-dunl_-. don't-waste-
my-time mood. Others

are ina very prachcal

opics. You seem to have your finger on

on these very

the pulse, You are ) puthing Into play cons
use of your resources. Keep an eye on your money
and be caref
Read and re
off signin

you sign this month

ng until a

18). Looking

AQUARIUS (January 20-February
back is your theme with Mercury going refrograde
in your sign. You are a bit more reclusive than usual

as your sensitivity levels are extra intense. You need

montt a0 you are finishing

a5 a hime v
your game plan for the upcoming year,

to taks

up )
as F-".I‘H_i\]f'l

s here, it will be as tho .|.4f' yOu were
Yy |I 'll
2 [0 Keep up with all the things you

nnon, You could be so bus

want to ""'5'"“["' sh this year This month s about
t and retreat. Stick to that p-cm 50 you will have
r_'.«ull"\.("El"lc,\, I resery: tr

PISCES (February 19-March 20). This is the year
when Pis
purposeful, and using sequential logic, Rel:
ships are a big item this month and this year. Friends
this month can be very helpful and can fill in some
of those relationship gaps if you are single. Be sure
riends; they will be

as behave more like Virgos—prachcal

won-

and look up olg happy to see

you. Your social dance card is still full, and you are
ready to take the holidays all the way through the

end of the month. | know there is that nagging

irgo
in the background, wondering why you are being
maore serious. You can listen with one earand make
plans to get back to routine life in February.

Read Lifly R all of 2009 in this issue

F~or more astro-insight, log on to ww

Th‘anh y&ll Ou

F\hd "tlhlll Hllll‘nl'

T 1 :! BO??EI?S WWW. akd wsha net

'LINCOLN
Mercury

Come and visit your friendly Ford Lincoln Mercury
Sales Consultant and Service Advisor

se Co
281-342-5611 ext 2144
Serviee Adlvisor

s 0

Legacy Ford Lincoln Mercury
27225 Southwest Frwy * Rosenberg, Texas 77471

“! want to sell my home
without the hassle!”

understand.

B 713.528.4963
ﬁ'7 13.528.1800

> remax.net
www.MikeC uanncw m

RE/MPX 'METRO




SceneQut

OUT IN HOUSTON

Donny Roy, Phyllis Mandola, Tommy Mandola, Harris County Ed Emmitt, Sean Carter,
Tony Mandola, and Jeff Plummer at Tommy and - Aayor Bill White at the Leader-
Mandola's birthday and Tt giving celebration. ship F 1P ts Distingui

i -Party on Dec

) : Brian Tucker, losh Cones, e Under Stars’ David Greiss, Johnny Hooks, and the cast of White
Billy Underwood Chns Sokal Rlchard Garcia, and Parker ] TUTS night on Dec. 12

ﬂl‘lgll.__y at the n Toy Drive At Meteor on

Dec

Lucinda Cobley, Elemental Desire: Cultivar, 2008, oil and pigments on etched glass, 18.5 x 1B.5 inches

Celebrate
with

Al‘m FOUNDATION

Vine Sireet Studios (FotoFest Building)

John Danielson, lll, and Bob Rinn at their an- John Odom, Josh Farmer, Carmen Chavez, Kim Cristan Williams, Georges Zemamek, Cassie L O 1113 Vine Street
nual Christmas Party on Dec. 13, Pottlitzer, Fred Walters Gene Labrada at Belwanget and Caruiyn Busma at tl-u A's : - 5 :
the Houstor ub Open House on Dec. 13, ; 008 o ; 7PM — Midnight Art Auction and Dance Parly featuring

Molly & the Ringwalds ($50)
or
9PM — Midnight Molly & the Ringwalds Dance Party Only ($20)

- Alton LaDay & Jonathon Glus
and Caroline & Gregg Tyson

- Wade Wilson

Visit
: for more information-and ficket purchases
Tammy Tadlock, Franki Navarro, David Bow-
ers, and Eva Lee at the EPAH Holiday Party on Togerher Sl ke Bl #hrough the
Dec. 14.

powerful force of art!




FREE ZOOM2!
TEETH WHITENING
ning, exam and X-rays.

with clea

Join Dr. Herzog’s
Smile High Club.
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Don't forget to FLOSS.
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