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* Houston's leading provider of the Pillar Procedure

* Alternatives to CPAP machines

* As seen on Great Day Houston, KPRC Channel 2 News,
and KHOU Channel 11 News
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Life at the Top. Cantoni.

Surrounded by towering skies, nightscapes and Cantoni elegance
life in this penthouse is indeed sweet. With colors, forms and
proportions inspired by the panoramic vistas, Cantoni designers
created a dream home in the clouds. For Italian style and quality,
for creative interior design, for a vast selection-in stock-and

delivery and installation. Cantoni.

For details on this home, to see our collections and cther great
interiors visit a Cantoni showroom or cantoni.com/sanders

Owner: Deion and Pilar Sanders
Design: Cantoni Design Team

cantoni

YEARS

Great Design Is a Way of Life

Houston 9889 Westheimer Road, 713.787.9494
cantoni.com 877.881.8191
Atlanta Dallas Houston Irvine Los Angeles
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FORREST LAKE TOWNHOMES

Conveniently located near Oak Forest - 92% owner occupied

Large & affordable homes - 22-acre park setting - Olympic size pool
Tennis courts - Beautiful lake - On-site security & maintenance
A truly unique Houston community!

www.ForrestLake.com
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“At its essence, ??/
is about improving quality

ore than 20 years of experience

vorking with couples, individuals and
families to Strengthen relationships, intimacy and sexuality —
Enhance self-esteem, confidence and life skills — Treat depression,
grief, anxiety and addictions.
Additional specialties include:
Career and Business Development, Sport Enhancement

Kristin K. Anderson Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist

9525 Katy Freeway, Suite 200
Houston, Texas 77024
713-263-0400 ext. 203
www.DrKristinAnderson.com
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Christopher Wheeldon's Carousel

(A Dance) is pure romance, a whirling
tribute to Richard Rodgers’s iconic
musical. Set to Catalonian folk songs,
Nacho Duato's Jardi Tancat is the
poignant story of people who work
the land. Presented with Stanton
Welch's Nosotros.

SWAN
LAKE

‘An emotionally rich, visually

stunning, uplifting production’
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START

Official Airline of Houston Buﬂrr

Bottom Image: Kelly Myernick and Artisis of Houston Ballet in Swam Lake Photo: Amitava Sarkar
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SPECIAL PROMOTIONS AND ADVERTISING
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YUston's Guat Mﬁf’ﬂ
Check out these fabulous events
co-sponsored by OurSmagr
and our marketing partners.

May 2, 3, 9, & 10: Galveston Historical
Foundation Historic Homes Tour. Benefits
the Galveston Historic Foundation, INFO:
GalvestonHistory.com

May 12: GLBT Chamber of Commerce
Networking Social at Male UWEAR,
INFO: TheChamberHouston.org.

May 12: OUTETUTS Night with Happy Days:

Yuri R. Mencos sent us a photo from Kim Blair (left) and Sprite Harts, via A New Musical. After the performance, mingle
his recent trip hame to Guatemala. He's Olivia Cruises, stopped off in 5t. Thomas, with the cast and listen to fabulous cabaret music
photographed here with his Quissagr in U.S. Virgin Islands, on the way to San Juan, with your GLBT friends at Artista. INFO: TUTS.com
Antigua, Guatemala's Soleil Hotel Puerta Rico. “What Harley Diva would not
stop and get a picture? writes Sprite. May 16: HRC Houston Gala. Human Rights
Campaign dinner and fundraiser. Keynote speaker
GOING OUT OF TOWN? Take OurSmart along Christine Baranski. INFO: HRCHouston.org.

Snap a picture of yourself at your destination and send it to us. Fargot your copy of OurSmart = y
on your trip? Visit OutSmartMagazine com and print out a copy of our magazine from our May 16 & May 19: Bayou City Women's
flipbook and say "Cheese." Send a high-res images to Letters@DutSmartMagazine.com or miail Chorus presents Africa: A Night of Celebration

photos to 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006, with choral-jazz-blues infusion. INFO:
BayouCityPerformingArts.org.

May 28: GLBT Chamber of Commerce Monthly

Conte Sts Dinner at the Holiday Inn—-Galleria. INFO:
= TheChamberHouston.org
“ QUTSMART

Be the next POPular DJ

OurSmarr and Centaur Music want to make you a star!
The winning DJ will mix his own POPular album, which
will be marketed and sold around the world.

SAVE THE DATE

June 13: Gay Men's Chorus of Houston
presents La Perfa! A retrospective of the sounds
and flavors of Latin America and Spain. INFO:
BayouCityPerformingArts.org.

June 25: GLBT Chamber of Commerce Monthly
Dinner "Honoring Our Allies.” Magnolia Hotel,

SEND US: 1) A DI mix compilation. Originality counts—like Chack sal it INFO: TheChamberHouston.org.
mash-ups and original remixes. Be sure to capture the POPular DI winners at
essence of POPular. 2) Your bio, a recent photo, and why CentaurMusic.com June 27: The GLBT PRIDE Festival and PRIDE

Parade. The festival begins at 11 a.m. and the

you want to be the next POPular D).
parade starts at 8:30 p.m.

Deadline: June 19, 2009. Send to: QutSmart, 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006.

l-.l....!.tilllI0.0.l'.""l.'!'ﬁ‘.'.i..I.".-....l'--..

OurSmart has been named the official
publisher of Houston's Pride Guide 2009

Next month, OurSmaar and Pride Houston collaborate to present
Houston’s official 2009 Pride Guide. Be sure to pick up OurSmagrr's June
2009 Pride Issue complete with schedules, pride festival events, and
parade coverage. For advertising infarmation, call 713/520-7237.
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Bruce W. SMITH DDS

Full Service Cosmetic & General Dentistry

713.529.4364

Voted Favorite Dentist

We still aladlv h : ¢ by OutSmart Readers 2000-2008
bl Slaatn ad s Houston Press 2008

Preventive, Restorative, Cosmetic Dentistry
Zoom! Tooth Whitening and INVISALIGN Tooth Straightening

HTexas Magazine Top Dentist 2008 & 2009

1006 Missouri Street * Houston, Texas 77006 ¢ Info@BruceSmithDDS.com



by Nancy Ford

NOW THERE ARE FOUR

Towa and Vermont join Massachusetts
and Connecticut in legalizing same-sex marriage

PRIL WAS A GOOD MONTH for
advoeates of marriage equality
ind the rights of same-gex couples,

with favorable legislation passing in four
states.

On April 7, the Vermont Houge and Sen-
ate voted to override Republican governor
Jim Douglas’ veto of a gay marriage bill.
The vote marked the first time gay mar
riage has been legalized in a state through
the formal legislative process and not as

a result of court order. In Massachusetts,

Connecticut, and lowa, gay marriage has

bheen legalized following decisions by those

states’ supreme courts
“We L=|1|,\t;|l|r,§. the |'I:_'_'|'|T fair-minded

Republicans in the Vermont State Senats

and House of Representatives who showed
remarkable courage with their votes,” said
Terry Hamilton, national chairman of
the Log Cabin Republicans. “Today’s vote
clearly demonstrates the need to work with
Republicans and Democrats to achieve
marriage equality.”

On April 23,

found that same-sex lowa couples have

the Towa Supreme Court

the same right to marry as opposite-sex
|'|'-'-'\| l"'|"'['||""-

In Varnum vs. Brien, in which six lowa
couples filed suit seeking the extension
of marital protections to their families,
lowa justices found that the constitution
of the state of lowa does not permit

discrimination

The ruling provides not only a benefit to
lowa’s families, but is also a boost to their
state economy, according to Jon Hoadley,
Stonewall Democrats executive director

“In recent years, [owa has long been af-
flicted by a ‘brain drain’, with a substantial
portion of its young workforce moving to
neighboring states for job opportunities,”
Hoadley said. “Providing its workforce wit h
the legal protections of marriage w i1l help
attract new investment and bring jobs back
to the Hawkeye State,”

Hl':u“l'}' added that

the freedom of religious institutions to con-

the ruling secures

tinue to marry and recognize relationships

they so choose

Love what looks...
a little like you.
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THE MILLION-DOLLAR CROWN

Miss Camp America crown donated to gay museum ' = == < -

.

n Monday evening, April 6, Miss Camp America (MCA) founder

Pat Petty presented the organization’s crown to the Gulf Coast

Archive & Museum (GCAM). The museum is now the official
custodian of this iconic piece of Houston’s GLET history.

Miss Camp America began in 1969 as a party for Petty, whose birth-
day is August 27. The group spoofed the real Miss America pageant,
which was simultaneously occurring in Atlantic City.

Over its 36-year history MCA has had more than 250 different mem-
bers and performed approximately 1,500 musical production numbers.
The pageant started in an apartment, and then began a path of increas-
ingly larger venues moving from bars to hotels to the Tower Theater to
the Wortham Brown Auditorium.

In 1988, the organization became a foundation and donated all
profits to AIDS-related charities. The Assistance Fund was their most
frequently selected beneficiary. The foundation distributed more than
$1million earned from the pageants,

The crown presented to GCAM was designed in the 1990s, replacing
more fragile crowns used in the years before. The annual pageant was
retired in 2006, when the Miss America pageant moved to Las Vegas Stylish. Sassy. And the right size for every adventure. The Subaru Forester is the perf
and changed the televised date to January. Petty says that the three-
month rehearsal period that was needed to produce the show could
not be scheduled during the holidays.

GCAM now has the crown on display at the first floor Cultural
Center in the Montrose Counseling Center building at 401 Branard. The
crown joins a much larger public historical exhibition which GCAM has
mounted on the walls of the Cultural Center. —Erandon Wolf

-

Pat Petty (c), Miss Camp America founder,
presents the Miss Camp America crown to Craig
Farrell (r), chair of the Gulf Coast Archive &
Museum (GCAM). Looking on is Judy Reeves,
GCAM curator. In the background is a small sec-
tion of a larger GCAM historical exhibition at
the Cultural Center in the Montrose Counseling
Center building.

package with curve hugging Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive and a powerfu

«= SUBARU

BOXER® engine. No wonder Forester was named Motor Trend's 2009 Sport

the Year. Love. It's what makes a Subaru, a Subaru.
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lowa and Vermont join Massachusetts
and Connecticut as states affording marriage
equality to all its citizens.

On April 16, New York governor David
Paterson, a Democrat, announced a mar-
riage-equality bill for eonsideration by the
state legislature.

Kevin Catheart, executive director at
Lambda Legal, said that victories in the
lowa marriage case and the veto override
vote in Vermont indicates that it is time to
end diserimination against same-sex couples
in New York and beyond.

“The state assembly has passed a mar-
riage-equality bill in the past; the governor
is prepared to sign it; and both U.S, senators
from New York support marriage equality,”
Cathcart said. “It is time for the state as-
semhly and senate to vote yes for equality,
and finish the job.”

On April 15, the Washington state legis-
lature passed a bill expanding the rights and
responsibilities associated with the state's
domestic-partnership registry, with Gover-
a Hr']lltli'['.it.1'X|J|'L[l‘li

nor Christine Gregoire,

to sign it. The House passed the legislation
with a 62-35 vote, I'u||n\\i1':;; the Senate’s
passage on March 11 by a 30-18 vote
Tin-[111ui.ﬂ|||'i-|u'i|l;_-'.-hr'a|t|‘|r'.:l‘l-;|;1|iu-'.||t'1'
eritical protections to same-sex couples in
Washington state.
“While clearly not a substitute for legal

ht direction,’

marriage, it is a step in the ri

said Rea Carey, executive director for the

National Gay and Lesbian Task Foree. Carey

congratulated local ='L1'\I-=;'IT._\ org:
for their contribution to the bill's passage,
adding, *“We look forward to the day when
full legal marriage is a reality for same-sex
couples in Washington state.”

Despite the flurry of positive legisla-
tion, April’s news was not all positive for
advocates of marriage equality in all states.
Jim Gibbons, governor of Nevada, vowed
to veto a just introduced measure to grant
marriage-like rights to his state’s same
gender couples. When asked why he would
reject the measure now under consideration
in the state Senate, Gibbons stated, “I just
dan’t believe in 1t.”

[n 2005, Texas voters approved an
amendment to Texas’ state constitution,
reading, “Marriage in this state shall consist
only of the union of one man and one woman
This state or a political subdivision of this
state may nol create or !':‘L'IJ_'_Li‘li;'.!' any ]!'_L'..'i]
gtatus identical or similar to marriage.” The

amendment remains intact
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EARLY VOTING CONTINUES
FOR DISTRICT H SPECIAL ELECTION

A SPECIAL ELECTION IS BEING HELD
May 9 to fill the Houston City Council
seat vacated by former councilman Adrian
Garcia who was elected to Harris County
sheriff in the November 2008 election.
Early voting for Houston City Council,
Distriet H, takes place through May 5 at
Harris County Administration Building
(1001 Preston, 1st [loor), Moody Park

Recreation Center (37256 Fulton St.), and

Ripley Houston Neighborhood Center (4410
Navigation Blvd. ).

The Houston GLBT Political Caucus
endorsed openly gay candidate, Maverick
Welsh, for the District H council seat, as has
the Gay & Lesbian Vietory Fund. Welsh's
opponents in the race are Edward “Ed”
Gonzalez, Lupe Garcia, Hugo Mojica, Larry
Williams, James Partsch-Galvan, Yolanda

Navarro Flores, and Rick Rodriguez

REP. GARNET COLEMAN ADDRESSES
DATING INEQUITY FOR GAY TEENS IN TEXAS LEGISLATURE

LAST MONTH. A PUBLIC HEARING was
held before the Texas House Committee
on Criminal Jurisprudence on HB 3564,
alse known as the Romen and Juliet Fair
Defense Act. “Heavy petting” is currently
considered a erime for minors under Texas
law and is classified as “indecency with a
child.” While there is a defense for

age-

appropriate dating by straight youth. this

defense is not available to gay or lesbian
vouth who are dating

The hill, filed by Representative Garnet

(Coleman (D-Houston), would make the de-

fense of age-appropriate dating available to

all eouples, including same-sex couples.
“If you're a pay kid that dates, the law

may foree yvou to register as a sex offender

for the rest of your life. Even the possibility
that gays and lesbians might be arrested
as sex offenders will keep some kids from
seeking appropriate medical exams and
treatment. This bill merely treats all
kids equally,” Rep. Coleman stated on his

website.

TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY CANCELS
PLANS FOR GLBT HOUSING

SHORTLY AFTER ANNOUNCING IT
would begin offering GLBT student housing
on its campus, Texas Christian University
officials serapped those plans.

According to 365gay.com, university ad
ministrators reversed the decision to create
new themed housing programs for GLBT stu-

dents beginning in fall 2009 following outery

from financial supporters of the university
who oppose same-sex equality

Victor J. Boschini Jr., TCU chancellor,

sald in a statement that *TCU will not launch
any new living learning communities at this
time. Instead we will assess whether the con
cept of housing residential students based on
themes supports the academic misgion of the
mstitution, as well as our objective to provide
a total university experience.”

In addition to canceling the fall launch of

GLBT housing, the decision also cancels spe-

eial housing for students based on patriotism,

Christianity, and marine life.

COLORADO JURY CONVICTS ON HATE CRIME
CHARGE IN ZAPATA MURDER,
FEDERAL BILL AWAITS PASSAGE

ON APRIL 22, A COLORADO JURY found
Allen Andrade guilty on four counts, inelud-

ing first-degree murder and hate-crime

charges in the murder case of Angie Zapata.
Zapata was a transgender woman living in
Greeley, Colorado; she was beaten to death
in 2008 by Andrade, 31, a sex pariner who
discovered that Zapata was transgender.
In 2005, the Colorado legislature added

sexual orientation, including transgender

status, to Colorado’s hate-erime law. The

case marks the first time the enhanced law
has been applied to the murder of a trans-
gender victim.

Federally, the Local Law Enforcement
Hate Crimes Prevention Act was approved
by the House Judiciary Committee in
late April, with a vote in the full House

L":\'F'J\'L'tl.'il to follow. The bill, ;ll.\'d- known

contmued on |

california closets

30

30 ywars of Josdership

See our new ["".15“ finishes direet from ltaly.

- -
e T

T

SPACE

CALIFORNIA CLOSETS

Up to $500 in FREE storage accessories®
complimentary consultation | 713.785.0111 | californiaclosets.com

:i-',l How




Getting the medications you need, when
and where you need them, is vital. We
specialize in the care of chronic
conditions, such as HIV/AIDS, but we can
also take care of your everyday
medications too. We're here for you and
your family.

Delivery of all specialty medicat

One-on-one counseling by expert

pharmacists

Complete insurance billing and

coordination of benefits

Conveniently located to serve the

community

4101 Greenbriar, Suite 235
Houston, TX 77098

Ph: 713.521.1700

Toll-Free; 866.523.5995

Fax: 713.521.5855

Hours: M - F:8:30 am to 6:30 pm
Sat: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

2SCrip

specialty pharmacy services
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as the Matthew Shepard Act, enhances
federal involvement against hate erimes
where necessary and authorizes the
prosecution of hate crimes based on sex-
ual orientation, gender, gender identity,
or disability, in addition to race, color,
religion, or national origin.

“After 10 vears, and tens of thousands
more vietims, this eritical legislation
combating hate violence is long over-
due,” said Joe Solmonese, Human Rights
Campaign president, “We urge Congress
not to delay in sending this bill to the
President’s desk where he has stated he
will sign it into law. We must not miss
this opportunity to provide local police
and sheriffs’ departments with the tools
and resources they need to ensure that
entire communities are not terrorized by
hate violence.”

NEW ORGANIZATION
LAUNCHED FOR GAY
CONSERVATIVES

ITS FOUNDERS PROMISING it will
address issues of importance to conserva-
tives, GOProud, a new Washington-based
political organization, aims to represent
gay conservatives and their conservative
allies.

“GOProud is launching to fill a void
that exists,” said Jimmy LaSalvia,
GOProud executive director and board
member. “Until today, no organization has
stood up for gay conservatives and their
conservative allies. GOProud will be that
organization.”

GOProud aims to support a traditional
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conservative agenda that will improve the
everyday lives of gays and leshians across
the country, according to a statement
released to the press.

“There are lots of organizations on the
gay left working on issues like hate crimes
and federal employment diserimination,
but there is no organization working on
igsues like tax equity, free market health-
care reform, social security reform, and
other traditionally conservative issues,”
added Christopher Barron, GOProud
board chair,

The establishment of GOProud was an-
nounced on April 15 as conservatives held
“tea parties” throughout America.

“This is an exciting day for the more
than 1.5 million gays and lesbians who
cast their votes for John McCain and
Sarah Palin and for the countless conser-
vatives across the country who want to see
a Republican Party where sexual orienta-
tion is not an issue,” Barron concluded.

LaSalvia and Barron are both former
employees of Log Cabin Republicans.

FORMER MISS
CALIFORNIA, NOW A
MINISTER, SUPPORTS
MARRIAGE EQUALITY

MISS CALIFORNIA 2003, Nicole Lama-
rche, currently serves as minister at Co-
tuit Federated Church in Cotuit, Massa-
chusetts. Rev. Lamarche takes issue with
the current California state titleholder,
Carrie Prejean, who condemned same-sex
marriage during a broadeast of the 2009
Miss USA pageant in April.
“I am often asked to interpret what
the Word of God has to say on a particular
subject,” Rev. Lamarche says. “I am quite
confident that God prefers that we human
beings stick to speaking for ourselves,
“[Prejean] said, ‘It’s not about be-
ing politically correet, it’s about being
Rev. Lamarche wrote
in a statement to the press, “While this

biblically correct,™

sentiment is shared by many who seek to
condemn gay people and gay marriage,
citing pieces of the Bible to further one’s
own prejudice fails to meet the Bible on its
own terms. . . "

“The truth is that it is difficult to
know for sure the intentions of the hiblical
authors, but we do know something about
God. . . . As we continue to seek God’s
vision for us as a nation grounded in a
love for justice, I pray that we might move
closer to the cause of grace.”

More News Briefs at
www.OutSmartMagazine.com

1212 21216 Hyde Park Boulevard

Two LEED*® Certified
3500 sq. ft. Single Family Homes
with Breathtaking Design
and Progressive Features.

+ Exquisife iving/dining/kitchen areas with apen
floor plan for thase who love to enteriain.

+ Sleek modern pool, large terraces & abundant
private green space.

= Top-of-the-line designer kitchens and baths
with European styling and details

= Innovalive design by Award-winning Architectural
Firm Collaborative Designworks,

"COMING SOON IN 2009

Infroducing...

HOUSTON'S FIRST COUTURE GREEN HOMES

IN THE HEART OF MONTRGSE —

urbon treee

info@urbantreesdevelopers.com

Inquiries:
(o) 281-888-7970
lc) B32-27%-8864

Qsa Wancuso Ph.D.

Providing counseling, festing, & consultation
Jor adolescents, adults, couples, and families
in the GLBT ¢ ommunity.

Coming Out Gender Identity LD/ADHD Depression

Anxiety  Substance Abuse  Relationships

4617 Montrose Blvd, Suite C207
Houston, Texas 77006
klmmancuso@hotmail.com 832-293-1001
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What a World

by Nancy Ford

THE M WORDS

What do May, masturbation, and marriage have in common?

hat a dilemma, choosing a topic
for my column this month.

As some of you hobbyists may
already know, May is National Masturba-
tion Month. So naturally, I've spent the
better part of this year looking forward to
penning this particular piece:

Preparing punch lines, like “I just
flew in for Masturbation Month, and, boy,
are my arms tired!”

~Tracing the origin of National
Masturbation Month. It was founded in
1994 in a stroke of marketing genius by
adult toy retailer, Good Vibrations, after
then-attorney general Dr. Joycelyn Elders
was busted for advocating teaching
masturbation in schools. (Insert your
own stained blue-dress joke here.)

l.l:.l!'llll'.';_’ new 1-1I|1]|L‘||]|:-Il!.-, like

*waxing the MiniCooper,” “dialing
the rotary phone,” and, thanks to a
new National Geographic television
special, “waking the baby mammoth.”

~Exploring how different religions

view the subject. No surprise, the pope’s

st it. Big surprise, James Dobson,
former head of the straight-laced Focus on
it. Hallelujah!

at superst itions, like

the Family, is for
L

those trom 19th-century cracker creator,

ighing

Sylvester Graham. Graham warned that
the devotee to self-pleasure “becomes a
confirmed and degraded idiot [with] deeply
sunken and vacant, glassy eyes, and livid,
shriveled countenance and uleerous, tooth-
less pums, and fetid breath, and feehle
broken voice, and emaciated and dwarfish
and erooki |i '!ll-li_\.. and almost hairless
head covered . . . with suppurating blisters
and running sores—a blighted body, and a
ruined soul.” Now we know what happened

to Lord of the Rings' Gollum.

Yes, ['ve spent a considerable amount of

time researching masturbation. I could go
(4] 8] .'il'.El Tk, .‘\“('l 1.

But here's the rub. Even the grand
titillation of Masturbation Month seems
insignificant in light of other recent events
that beg coverage here: the spring thaw
has brought with it a veritable avalanche

of marriage equality.

[n April, lowa, land of corn and cold,
enacted marriage equality for all lowans,
regardless of gender. Then Vermont did

20 MAY 2008 OutSmarl

the same, joining fellow New England

states, Massachusetts and Connecticut.
Then New York's Governor David Paterson
introduced legislation that would recog-
nize marriage rights for same-sex couples
under state law.

What seemed like only moments later,

our eity

s Lord and Lady Lakewood, Joel
and Victoria Osteen, were interviewed on
CNN's Larry King Live, firmly holding to
their belief that marriage between a man
and a woman is “God's best.”

“I'd love to see it stay between a male
and a female, not knocking anybady else,”
Mr. Osteen grinned.

Even the grand titillation

of Masturbation Month

seems insignificant in light

of other recent events.

Mrs. Osteen skirted King's question
asking her the harm in same-sex mar-
riage. “We really want to see marriage
between a man and a woman,” she hedged.
“There |are] going to be people who get
together and have relationships and have

families, but [ just

what [Eu-}. call their
think marriage should be sanctified by the
church.”

By “sanctified by the church,” Mrs.
Osteen likely means sanctified by the
Osteen’s own legendary megachurch,

where members pay $50 to $650 to get

hitehed under the kewood brand. But

not its gay and lesbian members.
Then, erupting out of one of the gayest
gaveavgay bastions in all the land, the
Miss USA pageant, Miss California Carrie
Prejean let loose this screed:

“We live in a land that you ean choose
same-sex marriage or opposite marriage.
And vou know what, in my country and
in my family, I think that 1 believe that a
marriage should be between a man and a
l~\|’||:.'|.li|.“."'t’l"-"“i‘li‘i.

What is “opposite marriage”? Divorce?

¢
Miss California’s family members, her sis-

According to follow-up reports, one

ter, a second lieutenant in the Air Force, is
a gay activist who supports same-sex mar-

riage. “But she's not pay,” Prejean later
Access Hollywood's Billy Bush with a

don't-ask-don’t-tell hush

tole

Totally possible. Perhaps Prejean’s
sister is one of those not-gay gay activists
who, because of being constantly forced
to stand in the shadow of her prettier,
blonder, more popular sister, has subli-
mated her true desires into a big steaming
pile of self-loathing that no tiara or scepter
could assuage. Or not.

All this random flagellation about

marriage leads me to an ex. (Doesn't it

always?)

This particular ex is getting married

this month. To a man. Which is fine,
since that's where her heart now lies
She's a smart, wonderful woman, and
I’'m sure he's a fine young man. If 1
I'll tell her

[ wish them the very best that life

ever bump into her again

can give them. Really. Honest. No

| won't be attending their wed-

n't invited,

ding, though. Granted, I w
but thats probably best, anyhow. I'd hate
to have to bite my tongue as the usher
offered me his arm at the entrance of the
sanctuary, inquiring, “Friend of the bride
or friend of the groom?”

“Bride,” I'd respond, wanting so badly
to add, “and we were pretty friendly.”
More than 1,100 various federal rights

and privileges will immediately be be-

stowed upon my ex and her new husband

as soon as their *“I do's™ are exchanged
They'll never have to worry about unfair
taxation or next-of-kin decisions that
might have to be made in a hospital wait-
ing room, or fight to adopt a child. Their
love and commitment to each other is

reason n'nt.lll_'.‘_’_l'l for them to receive all the

rights and privileges that legal marriage
has to offer without them being jerked
around by preachers and politicians and
|J.|:_-'=-.-mr queens

| |'|l.|p|- my eéx agrees, flt'i'[] down, that
she and [ would have deserved all those
same rights and privileges had we reached
a point in our relationship where we
wanted to walk down that aigle together.

Nonetheless, I do appreciate the fact
the she's marryving in May. I'll be thinking
of her all month. W

ONE OFp:9,¢)\/»)
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RESPONSIBILITY MATTER
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InsideOut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

CSI: HOUSTON

A truly independent Houston Crime Lab serves both the police and the public

ayor Bill White needs to make the
Houston Police Department erime
lab an independent department in

his new budget expected in mid-May. The
mayor took a major step forward last vear
{when I made the same suggestion) by
requiring HPD to present the erime

lab budget as a stand-alone segment
of its $450 million budget.

[ continue to believe that separa-
tion entirely from the police depart-
ment is the only way to achieve the
layer of independence the crime lab
needs to truly function effectively
and efficiently

Once the new department is established,
a new stakeholders committee can discuss
creating an independent regional crime lab
the city, and surrounding
That idea has already drawn

0 servo county,

communities.

support from the mayor himself, HPD Chief

Harold Hurtt, District Attorney Pat Lykos,

ratulations
MARTon

your.ﬂE} year.
anniversary!

MUST BRING COPY OF AD FOR OUTSMART SPEGIAL - EXPIRES MAY 31, 2009

County Judge Ed Emmett, and several
Houston City Council members, including
-jtl]:lll:|.‘1 -'Hl'n-'h'.

2007 stakeholders

committee led by crime lab expert Mi-

I served on the

An independent crime lab that
produces scientific, unbiased

results is not a pipedream.

chael Bromwich that reviewed the scandal-
ous Houston erime lab. That investigation’s
that serious lab problems began
an HPD priority

supports the need for a truly independent

conclusion
because the lab was not
crime lab.

Last month, I highlighted a landmark

national forensics study conducted by

the National
included sweeping recommendations for
One
mendations urged the establishment of

Academy of Sciences that

improving forensics, of the recom
independent crime labs and offered specific
sugpestions for making them more
professional and truly independent,
such as blind testing, or regularly
and secretly sending one lab’s foren-
sic evidence to another lab to keep
labs honest.

Another prominent expert rec-
ommends hiring evidence handlers
to shepherd evidence between law
enforcement and crime labs without con-
veying any information about where or how
evidence was obtained, as well as forbidding
forensic experts from talking to police or
prosecutors hefore |'||||.I|11L'|I!1:,_: Lests.

An independent crime lab that produces
unbiased results is not

scientific, a pipe

dream. It's urgently needed to repair one

NSPECIALOFFERTFOROUTSMART READERSYTHEIR FRIENDSand FAMILY]

15% OFF PARTS AND LABOR ON SUPER DUTY POWER STROKE REPAIRS!
AND A FREE lﬂAHEB TIIIII}I( WHILE WE WORK ON IT!

No matter where you bought your
SUPER DUTY - Planet Ford is the
place to maintain it!
Looking to trade? The new ‘09
SUPER DUTY is here!

We need SUPER DUTY trade-ins.
Come see us first!

ﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ‘*ﬁi"ﬁ
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of the cornerstones of our eriminal justice
system and restore public confidence.

Police deserve a first-class weapon in
the fight against crime. The public de-
serves a first-class crime lab in the fight
for equal justice.

May 9 Special Election

If you live in District H, don't forget about

the special City Council election Saturday, Phyllis Randolph Frye:  Patricia Cantd: Salvador J. Benavidez: Tracie Jackson:
May 9. Nine candidates are seeking the Transgender and Family Law, Estate Planning, Wills, Labor and Employment
council seat vacated by Adrian Gareia, who Intersex Legal Issues Divorce Issues, rusts Compliance, Mediation

Immigration Issues,
Landlord/Tenant

was elected Harris County sheriff. District Criminal Defense
H includes a large area of central and north
Houston that includes the Heights and many
other neighborhoods.
of District H,
tx.gov/council/maps/h.html).

(For a detailed map

Visit Qur

!5]('.‘1::(- g0 to www.houston

Frye and
Cantu, PLLC
Law Firm

' Updated
Website!

If you haven't registered to vote or
vou moved,
There'll

a runoff in this election,

need to re-register because

please go ahead and register

probably be

and you could vote in the important run- Jeffrey Forbes
off. Then you're all set for the regular No- Office Manager | _
vember city elections 9 | 2990 Richmond Ave., Suite 400
date for Houston's mayor in the Novem ‘ ?e{ius;f,?,;;?Y:(—}.?g
ctton, Annise ). Parker is Houston's . . - . a9 =1
iR Sl www.Liberatinglaw.com Fax: 713-522-2610

g openly GLBT-
1 the LLS. Her .-’1

§ PEre iU ’,'. cantr

* Read about Phyllis Randolph Frye.
Her bio hos been updated with pholos, news orficles
proceedings and professioncl publications.

www.liberatinglaw.com

be seen at

lﬁ FINE EYEWEAR

3966 Westheimer » Highland Villoge
713-622-4411

fly‘ér_

banners’

* T

1201-f westheimer, houston, tx 77006

www.copydotcom.com | 713.528.1201 cyewear COUeCt'OH




by Kelly A. McCann

MORE THAN SPRING FEVER

Tuberculosis is nothing to sneeze at

h, spring—my favorite time of year. I
A{ivm‘l_‘.' love the fragrant, white blos-
soms on the pear trees, the photo-
worthy fields of bluebonnets, and all those
brightly colored azaleas, tulips, and daffodils.
I enjoy the blustery days and the resulting
[]‘il_l?‘;il_' Irom 1|'|I.' L'II.[LUI'.\H' .'i[lll |I|Li:n|-|l'|' '\\‘il".ll
chimes on my patio. And I even like the cold
fronts and thunderstorms that blow through
our region during this season.
But all the flowers and wind bring an

unwelcome visitor: pollen. Yes, springtime

means increases in tree pollen, grass pollen,
weed pollen—the whole pollen family. Most
days, the pollen levels are extremely high,
or simply high, or, at best, moderate (thank
God for moderate).

And on all of those days, | feel miserable
Not just sneezy, but MIS-ER-A-BLE. Runny
nose, itchy/watery eyes, wheezing, sinus
headaches, blah, blah, blah. My allergies to

the various pollens are so severe they also

bring about an annual bout of bronchitis.

I don’t have a fever or night sweats, and
darn i, there’s been no associated weight loss,
but all the conghing and fatigue 've been ex
periencing due to my current case of bronchi
tis this spring is turning this woman’s faney to
not-so-fanciful thoughts of tuberculosis.

Tuberculosis (TB) is a common but po-
ti-luttn]]) serious, infectious disease caused
by Mycobacterium tuberculosis. The TB
bacteria can infeet various bodily organs and
systems such as the kidneys, the h(ll.t 15, the
skin, or the nervous system, and infection of
these organs causes a myriad of symptoms.
However, TB most often involves the lungs
(75 percent of active cases are pulmonary).

The elassiec symptoms of pulmonary TB
are a chronic cough (lasting at least three
weeks) that produces blood-tinged sputum,
chest pain, fever, night sweats, weight loss,
pallor, and fatigue or weakness.

TB is an airborne illness that is spread

when persons with active TB disease cough,

ing, talk, sneeze, or spit, thus disseminating
particles containing the bacteria into the air.
Those particleg, called droplet nuclei, ean
remain suspended in the air for several hours
depending upon the environment. When the
droplet nuclei are inhaled by another person,
the bacteria first settles in the lungs, and at
that point, the person is considered to have
TB infection, nat active TB dizease.

In about 90 percent of infection eases, the
TB remains inactive. The immune system
helps to contain the TB in the lungs by form-
ing nodules, or tubercles, around the bacteria,
encasing it. This keeps the bacteria from do-
ing further damage to the infected person’s
body and prevents transmission to others.
This iz called “latent TE” and does not cause
any symptoms or health conecerns.

In most persons with latent TB, the
bacteria can remain inactive for a lifetime
without ever causing illness. However, it is —

MONTROSE
COUNSELING
CENTER

May is MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS month.

Please don’t neglect your
physical & mental health.

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender: Your quality of life matters.

401 Branard St. » 2nd Floor

Houston, Texas 77006-5015

Phone 713.529.0037 Fax 713.526.4367

www.montrosecounselingcenter.org

weakness to ask for help.

appointment if you need
to talk to someone.

[t is not a sign of

Call to make an

United Way of Greater Housion

UNITY CLINIC

AFTER HOURS CARE
FOR THE HIV COMMUN ITY

Mon-Fri/5-9pm
Sat/9am-3 pm

We accept:
Moast Insurances
Medicare
Medicaid
Self Payments

7700 MAIN STREET, SUITE 310 §
YOUTH SIDE BUTLDING)

832.553.1345

Mohs Murogrnp [
General Dermatology  Com
Skin Concer Detection L
n Cancer Surgery  BOT
etic Dermatology Ley

2120 Ashland @ West22nd
Houston, Texas 77008

REALIZE YOUR IDEAL

To improve the qulity o life for people with health .
nuk 0

“Best

3224 YOAKUM BLVYD - 713-520-5288
M-F: 10AM-8PM / SAT: 10AM-6PM / SUN: NOON-6PM
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The art of touch

can do more than simply heal a
stressed soul or relieve the burdens of
the day from a pair of tired shoulders.

The Art of Touch

can help you craft a life of
independence, away from the 9 to 5,
where you have thé power to make

In one year, HCC Coleman College
fof Health Science's Massage Therapy
program can prepare yousin
body and soul for a life in a pro
estimated to grow to more than $11
billion per year — and at a fraction of
the cost of non-accredited institutions.

HCC Coleman College for Health Sciences
Massage Therapy
coleman.hees.edu/massagetherapy
713.718.7643
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Midtown Physicians Ltd., LLP
HemCure

Why Sutfer Needlessly?

Eﬂm continued from page 24

usually recommended those persons receive
treatment with an antibiotic medication to
ensure they never develop TB disease.

How does latent TB become active TB?
Active TB disease occurs when the TB bacte-
ria overcome the immune system’s defenses
(they break out of the tubercles) and start
to multiply. The bacteria can then spread
throughout the lungs, and potentially to other
bodily organs, causing damage, loss of fune-
tion, permanent disability, and even death.

How does ene prevent TB? The best way to
elude TB infection is to avoid people with TB.
This sounds harsh, but studies have shown
those most at risk for TB infection are those per-
sons who have close and prolonged contact with
persons who have TB disease. So if vour family
member, lover, roommate, or co-worker has TB
disease, you'll likely be exposed to the airborne
bacteria for long periods of time, and that expo-
sure increases your chances of infection

People who live in congregant living facili-
ties, like prisons, barracks, or dormitories, are
also at inereased risk for TB infection due to
sharing the air with 8o many other people

And it 15 also risky to spend lots of time
in poorly ventilated areas where the bacteria
can lingerin the air for longer periods of time
Remember, fresh air and sunshine are great
weapons in the battle against TB infection

As you might expect, persons with weak-
ened immune systems from substance abuse,
malnutrition, or HIV, for example, are at higher
risk for TB infection. And if they do become
infected, their impaired immune systems make
the progression to TB disease more |i|-'.l'|_'..
(In fact, TB dizease is considered an AIDS-
indicating illness in people infected with HIV.)
Therefore, TH testing is strongly recommended

tor PETSOns living with HIV/AIDS

TB testing is done in a variety of ways.
The definitive diagnostic test involves micro-
scopic examination of sputum, If that is not
possible, & probable diagnosis can be obtained
using either chest X-ray or tuberculin skin
test methods, Your doctor can inform you of
the best testing method for yvou depending
upon your history, your symptoms, and the
health of your immune system

Despite the serious nature of TH disease,
suceessful treatment can be achieved in most
cases. However, it can be a difficult course
of treatment requiring multiple antibiotic
medications that must be taken for a period
of several months to one year, and possibly
even longer for HIV-pesitive persons. Since

Got a sexual health question?
Want to communicate online?

cOrre

cyber outreach risk reduction education

Let the Project CORRE educators help you:
* Know what puts you at risk for HIV and STDs
» Reduce your risk of contracting STDs
= Develop a plan of action to stay sexually healthy

0 YEARS

‘ .\h'u‘la."‘urgiu‘l| “Lunch-Hour” Procedure TRB 1s an airborne disease, treatment can be » Refer you to Internet resources & websites
E I \'rirtu;l”\!' Painless ® Affordable mandated and enforced by public health of- ind most insurance plans, Se habla Eipario |
ik - ficials, for the protection of all citizens. A program of
I. Fred Wolth Anal-Rectal-Colon Cancer Screening For more information, email: legacv L st Coaber ==
Board Certified M.D. Kelly A. McCann s the chief executive officer rojectcorre@gmail.com el ) e i Neld
71 3. 522. l ?88 ru_,:'_\1’:"!:;:":,"|.-.'rr;f'<'|’;r.-r. Houston. f'-a learn more proj g h I—',‘. [ I'..I It .|-l _-.:: ‘ 14 L I : Gl
< ] NEIY 7 e o A e e oy bty It's strictly confidentiall st i, * PHYSICIANS
L3306 Fannin between Elgin & Holman I"rederthMD.cumJ ”I\r;;r-:;g Jl.'i-“,- comtact AFH at 713/623-6796 g i legacycommunityhealth.org MRl TP e Sty
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Yes.
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Subscribe
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miss an issue again.

$27/12 months or $48/24 months.

Call 713/520-7237

or visit us online at
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by Donalevan Maines

ichael Wilson directed Broad
way's reigning Tony Award
winner, Angels in America, at

the Alley Theatre, in one

" at Astroworld.
The Dizinger Foundation offered a free

eight-week photography class for PWAs
Suzanne Anderson, co-

grand marshal of the 1995

Houston Gay and Lesbian

sponsored "Rainbow Day

of the few productions that
playwright Tony Kushner
allowed outside of New Pride Parade, held an open
York. Calling the two-part,
seven-and-a-half-hour office at 239 Westheimer.,
“ray fantasia on national The Sunday summer
barbecue returned to
Plaza 9200 at 9200 Buffalo

Speedway with the first an-

themes” the most impor-
tant work of the latter
20th century, OutSmart
contributing writer Steven
Foster wrote a fascinating

nugl Joan Crawfish Boil (or
steak and chicken with all
the trimmings).

Eileen Hegar was cho-

sen as the new president of

backstape report on the

show's technieal challenges

at was itself a work of art : ot
that was its it o Director Michael Wilson was

featured on the cover of the April
15, 1995, edition of OutSmart.

the Montrose Clinic.
The Houston Area
chapter of the National

so epic that it spanned two
issues of OutSmart

Foster’s prose described
30-year-old Wilson as
“handsomely rough, with
Strong coal-miner hands
brown, piercing eves, military
hair, and de riguer goatee
built solid.
body ready for a fight.”

Another OutSmart con
tributor, Michael D. Wilson,
movingly eulogized William

Organization for Women
celebrated its 256th anni-
versary as the largest and

1 oldest NOW chapter in Texas
“Women are still subject to
discrimination in all aspects
of their lives,” said chapter
: president Deborah Bell
Angry readers debated
Houston attorney Dale Car-
A. “Bill” Scott, Gov. Anr penter's OutRight column

gay, HIV : statimg reasons for not includ
. Michael D. Wilson
iintee Lo the State Ing

built tight, coiled

Richards’ openly
positive app transgenders in the gay
Board of Health. Scott, wh
died on April 5 of compliea
tions from AIDS,

wdmired, honored, e

movement

But this month in
Houston 1995, no one fought
back like Greg Jeu at Out

Smart who was robbed at

was to be

mulated,
and, most ||I|;]rll'l;ul':i.\'. fondly
gunpoint in his deiveway. He
told OutSmart

remembered ]'_\ those of us who

remain behind.” readers how
Mav 18 was the first he jumped in his truck and
anniversary of the death of
Michael K. Wilson, who was
fondly remembered by friends
at A Moveable Feast, Spectrum
Center, Awaken the Healer
Within, and Uptown Express
magazine
Meanwhile,
Church of the Resurrection—Houston in a
IMCCR) celebrated 20 years of e ie) Denalonmn ””
“experiencling) God's unconditional love.” Sontiriiing

Bering United Methodist Men

ing bullets until the robber
ran out of ammunition. Then

\ he revved up the truck and
Michael K. Wilson rammed hard with a ven

geance into the robber’s white

Metropolitan Community

neck brace.”

‘IFH- foo T |r:J_||'Ir_'

GLBT history through OutSmart.

house at her new real estate

drove after the gunman, dodg-

convertible Miata. He said,”My motto is, ‘If
you can’t put them away, at least put them

first column in ¢
it |rIFI-.'.l_~'.fr||'|'l.\'

Fb‘” Service Barber Shop and Beauty

Operating Hours

Tues - Fri 10am - 6pm
Saturday 10am - 3pm

THE STAR Gk 181K
MOTION PICTLIRE

Free adult beverages & soft drinks

Gomplimentary neck and
shoulder message

Dver 37 years of experience

713-869-1813

6215 Washington Ave
Houston TX 77007

Call Jeanie Karson T13-869-1813
pshopldns 1976 @att net
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GET YOUR TICKETS
TODAY!

MAY 26 - JUNE 7
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BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com
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Groups of 20 or more 888.451.5986
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Actress/
singer
Kristin

gets a little
bit wicked

by Blase DiStefano
Photo by Kate Turning/ABC

————— ————

ulti-talented Kristin Chenoweth is a Renaissance woman. As a singer, she has recorded
three solo albums and collaborated on a host of others. As an actress, she has appeared
many times on stage, screen, and television. Chenoweth originated the role of Galinda
the Good Witch in the musical Wicked and won a Tony Award in 1999 for You're 8 Good
Man, Charlie Brown. Her many television appearances include feature roles in The West
Wing and the recently cancelled Pushing Daisies, for which she received an Emmy nomi-

nation. Her 11 film credits include a role as the sister of Reese Witherspoon's character in Four Christmases. Her best
friend is gay, and her manager is lesbian. Born in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, in 1968, she grew up in a Southern Baptist
family, and her Christian faith remains important in her life. In 2005, her invitation to a national Christian gathering was
withdrawn after she publicly declared that God accepts all people, including homosexuals. The day that | telephone,
she is lying down in bed in her hotel room. She has Meniere's disease, which brings on bouts of vertigo and ringing in
the ears, as well as other unpleasant symptoms. Though it affects her mood, she is still her sweet, perky self. .. with
less energy—Dbut ready to discuss her just-published memoir, A Little Bit Wicked: Life, Love, and Faith in Stages. After
exchanging niceties, she asks where I'm calling from.

Blase DiStefano: I'm calling from Houston.
Kristin Chenoweth: You're kidding me!
That’s where my parents live . . . in The
Woodlands.

linterviewed Lee Pace [her costar in Push-
ing Daisies] a few years ago, and he said
he had lived in The Woodlands.

Yes, [ know. We about died when we figured
that out. He was also born in Oklahoma.
And we were just like, Wait a minute, this
is too weird.

When you visited your parents, do you
remember the theater that Denny [best
friend Denny Downs] played?

It was TUTS. And I've been to shows there
and I know the guy who runs it. Houston
actually has a lot of great culture.

Most people don’t know that.
You're right. I have a lot of respect for TUTS
and a lot of respect for the Alley.

Lee [Pace] was at the Alley.
Yes, that's right. Absolutely crazy, how
things come full circle . , .

I'm with a gay magazine, so I'm sorry if

the questions kind of lean the gay way, but
since we don't have a lot of time ...
Go for it.

So how did you find out Denny was gay?
1 don't remember a time when I didn't know
it. We met at college. We were in chamber
choir together, and he came up to me and
said hi and that he knew some relatives of
mine. He performed in this summer enter-
tainment show in Tahlequah, Oklahoma,
and my great aunt and uncle would go all
the time. They were one of the groupies. It
was a little embarrassing,

[Laughs]

And then we both got cast in Carmen, and
we were at tech rehearsal. This is how we
completely bonded—we both thought the cello
player in the pit was flirting with us. And
that's really where our relationship changed.

[Laughing] When | was reading about that
in the book, | thought, Okay, I'm gonna
have to ask her if they found out if the
cello player was gay or not, because you
stopped the story. But toward the end of
the book, you both meet him again, and
he’s not gay!

|Langhs] So Denny lost . . . waa waa. I always
give him a hard time, and he goes, I still
think he’s in denial, Denny and I have been
friends since 1990, I guess. We call each
other our non-sexual life partners. If I don't
ever end up finding the right man, and I
decide that I really want to have a baby, he'll
be the daddy—why wouldn't I want to have it
with my best friend? In fact, he's coming over
in just a few minutes to take care of me. He
lives in New York right now, and he flew into
town to see his boyfriend, who lives hera. O
course, he knows this thing that I have and
that I battle and he's the first one . . .

That's so sweet.
Yes. He's the best guy I know, really.

I sort of fell in love with him while reading
the book.
Yes, well, I don't blame you. |Laughs]

The thing Is, I'm gay, and | think | fell in love
with you, too!

That happens a lot with Denny and [. We
accept it. We love you guys right back.

[Both laugh] Because of your grandmother,
you said that you “subject everything to —



Passing the ‘Jesus Smell Test' st

the Jesus smell test.” How does it smell that your
best friend is a gay man and that your manageris a
lesbian?

Well, I must just be the biggest dummy. Dannielle is
what vou eall a lipstick lesbian, but now that [ know
her, it's like how did I not know? [ hired her and we got
real close. Then one

day, she was like, I

have something that

I want to tell you

that 1 don't think

that you're picking

up o1n.

[Both laugh]
And she goes, “You
|'\|'I“\\' | |l|\"' _\r‘lll.' 850

much, but 1 have

(Both laugh]
But, yes, that’s a very good third one. I'll
stick with her.

She seems to be a real sweetie.

She's a real sweetie. A real smarty pants,
and that's why I like her, I like strong
women. 've always looked up to her.

Speaking of strong
women . . . tell me
all about your Dusty
Springfield project.

It’s at a little bit of a
standstill, because
I won't do it until the
seript 18 right. Luckily,
because [ look younger
than my age, [ have a few

vears here to work this

I'm a lesbian.” | was mmmmm.ﬂlmhﬂmm out, and I think it would

like, What?!

I just want to say
that it’s not like [ set out to be a controversial person,
or o Christian that’s a controversy in her own world.
All 1 ever wanted to do was sing. Like, that's all |

want to do,

[Both laugh]
And I've had to—and now happily so—really face what
[ believe, and [ talk about this in the book. 1 just don't

care what people are

Christians have a pretty bad name right now.

Yes, lln-.\ do

You give Christians a really good name.
[Giggles] Thank you so much. That makes me want

to¢ ry.

It's so refreshing to have someone like you speak out.
That probably means more to me than anything you
can say. I can only go on what Jesus taught. That's just
what | have to go on. It's like [ said in the book, What
if being short were a sin? God made me that way, what
ean I do about it? So I believe that people are born the
way they are born, God doesn’t make mistakes

Assuming these weren’'t mistakes, you've now
made out with Idina Menzel [her costar in the play
Wicked] ...

Yes

.. and Annette Benning [in Running with Scissors].
So who's next? laneane Garofalo [her costar in The
West Wingl?

Well, I love her. | would make out with her. I totally
would kiss her, Absolutely. And I eould be wrong, but
I think she would kiss me back,

Not in Oklahoma anymore (from top): Kristin Chenoweth is
a regular animated guest on The Tonight Show, Kristin and
her best friend Denny Downs; Kristin and her Wicked co-
star ldina Menzel; and Kristin in Running with Scissors.

grandfather, and her grandmother, who taught Kristin be good for me to age a
to subject everything to the “lesus smeil test” -

little bit to play her

I alse think that it's a story that not
many people know. They couldn’t really pick
Dusty Springfield out of a lineup. And they
don’t know the kind of struggle she had. She
was Catholic. She had very verbally and
physically abusive parents, and also sibling
rivalry, and also battled her sexuality

That voice was far from perfect, yet it
was perfect. I love her voice. In fact 1 prob-
ably need to start picking up smoking to

sound like her.

[Both laugh]

But believe it or not, | can really sound like
her. Tt's a part of my voice that I don’t show
very often. I'm not giving up. Ii's still in de-
velopment, and please think good thoughts,

" .
because we want to maks III.'I'. movie.

Will do. Thank you so much for your time.
And thank you for everything that you said
labout me giving Christians a good name and
speaking outl. You're a very, very cool guy.

So are you. Well, you're not a cool guy, but
you're a cool gal.

I'd be happy to be a cool guy.

Chenoweth recently completed a pilot for

NBC titled Legally Mad, created by David

E. Kelley (Boston Legal, Ally McBeal); she

A plays “a cheerful and brilliant

attorney who nonetheless ex-

| hibits flashes of psychosis.” A

Little Bit Wicked: Life, Love,

and Faith in Stages is from

'd Touchstone, an imprint of
Simon & Schuster.

Blase DiStefano alsointerviews Garry Marshall
in this isswe of OutSmart magazine.
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“Part morality tale, part voyeuristic time trip.

Strong stuff!”
Michael Cicply, The New York Timees

“Impresses with style.”
~Troy Patterson, SPIN

“Electrifying performances!”
-Dennis Dermody, PAPER Magazine
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the areator ston gibt chamber of comme

MAY EVENTS:

May 12 - “Business After 5" Monthly Networking Social.
Male UWear, 415 Westheimer, Suite 104. 6:00 pm
- 8:30 pm Members and Non-Members Welcome to
Network. Free.

May 20 - “Business Before 8" Monthly Networking Breakfast.
Mango's Cafe, 403 Westheimer. 7;30 am - 8:30 am
No Charge. Members and Non-Members Welcome.

May 28 - Monthly Dinner Meeting “GLBT Travel” Holiday
Inn, 3131 West Loop South. Ticket Information at
rsvp@thechamberhouston.org

SAVE THE DATE:

June 25 - “Honoring Our Allies Awards Dinner" Celebrating
Pride Week and Recognizing Those Partners Who
Support Our Community, Magnolia Hotel, 1100 Texas
Street. Sponsorship and Tickets Information Available.

info@thechamberhouston.org

10,

1. Fun Networking Opportunities
2. Opportunities to Promote and Market Your Business or
Organization
3. Professional Development including Educational and Speaker
Presentation Opportunities
4, Chamber Job Bank
5. “Printernet” Newsletter Listing/Web Directory and Exclusive
Member Guide
6. Member Only Discounts at Participating Chamber Businesses
and Organizations
. Member Rates at Chamber Dinner Meetings, Educational
Programming and Chamber Business and Non-Profit Showcase

8. Complimentary Admission to Annual Chamber Recognition

and Holiday Event
9. Percentage of Membership to Benefit Charity
The Chamber is the ONLY Organization Promoting the Business,
Philanthropie, Social and
Political Aspects of Both GLBT
and Mainstream Houston!
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The Triumph

of a Mother’s Love

‘Snippets from the Trenches’

tells the story of AIDS
in Houston

by Brandon Wolf

Sometimes I think we
knoweach other so well,
and yet we both keep
Growing, so theve's ever
weore fuwwwf; to be done.

This book is about dying,
a lot about a@/zlnﬁ, but ot is
ever wore about living—
the meaning of it, and in

teudar, Lt ts about
kn,awinﬁ ;eéf

This is Gary Wagman's 1985 inscription

to his mother, Freda, in a copy of Shirley

MaeLaine's Dancing in the Light. Little
did he know that 12 years after his
death from AIDS, Freda would write
Snippets from the Trenches: a Mother's
AIDS Memoir, a book about growing,
dying, living, and knowing self

SNIPPETS from
the TRENCHES

u mother's AIDS memoir

wrote it the way 1 lived it,”

savs Freda Wagman. And

the way she lived it has an
amazingly familiar ring to people
who lived in Houston during the
first decade and a half of the crisis
Snippets from the Trenches starts in
1951 and recounts the last 14 years
of her son's life. It also traces the
evolution of both the disease and
Houston’s response to it. Familiar
names pop out of the pages: Michael
Wilson, Sue Lovell. Michael McA
dory, Dr. Robert Awe; organizations
such as AIDS Foundation Houston.
Montrose Clinie, Stone Soup, People
with AIDS Coalition, Montrose
Counseling Center. and Bering
United Memorial Church.

Gary Wagman was living in San

Francisco in 1983 when he phoned
his mother to tell her he had a swol-

len lymph gland on his neck and
planned to visit a doctor to have
it diagnosed. When mediecal tests
confirmed that Gary was HIV-
positive, Freda Wagman flew to San
Francisco to be with her son. On her
return to Houston, she determined
to find out everything she could
about HIV. Rather than turning to
books, Wagman joined a small group
of volunteers who were organizing
to meet the crisis head-on. The vol-
unteers worked under the auspices
of the KS/AIDS Foundation (now
AlIDS Foundation Houston).
Wagman immersed herself in the
eftort, and AIDS quickly became a
part of her daily life. She worked
with those living with HIV, their
partners, and their families. She be-
came familiar with hospitals and —
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What Readers
Are Saying

“Freda Wagman has told the forgotten story of
how Houston responded to AIDS. | had to read this
baok in small portions, because it was painful to
remember those days—I last my own brather to the
epidemic. But | am proud to have been a part of
those efforts, and | am proud of those with whom
| worked."

—Sue Lovell. Houston City Council member

"Freda Wagman has written a compelling piece
reminding us of both the tragedies and triumphs
of a desperate period in the life of the gay com-
munity in Houston and all of the country. Her vivid
account brings to life the highly personal exper-
ence of those who so bravely rose fo the crush-
ing needs. It was a time when the only hope for
thousands rested in the hands of a few kind and
loving people who were brave and compassionate
enough to care for desperate people abandoned
by maost. Freda tells this heart-wrenching stary in a
way so compelling as to make it difficult to put the
book down. Herwriting is colored by the love and
angst of 8 mother soon to lose her beloved son, a
mother whose only refuge from personal pain was
to care for others in great need.”
—Tony Carroll, LCSW
(licensed dlinical social worker)

“The book really takes you back in time when the
pervasive impact of HIV was in the gay community
Freda aceurately and poignantly captures the emo-
tion of that era."
—Patty Armstrong, AIDS Foundation Houston
(AFH) employee for over 19 years, and
current AFH chief operating officer

“In Snippets from the Trenches, | reda describes the
e and tenaciousness of numerous individu-
families she came to know as a hospital
nd home-visit volunteer. The stones are niveting
nles df love, compassion, hope, and persever
ance In the face of tragedy. Freda's description of
her close relationship with Gary and the emational
struggles she faced while dealing with Gary's iliness
is very moving. Although Gary died in April of 1995,
Freda's ongoing work to help those affected by
AlIDS is a loving memarial to her son.

—Linda Bratsen, Houston PFLAG

"It is gratifying to see that Freda Wagman addresses
the mental-health toll that HIV/AIDS takes on both
persons living with the disease as well as their part-
ners, friends, family, and loved ones. It was and still
is a privilege to be associated with other Houston
organizations who mobilized in the early days to
address the physical and emotional needs of our
community.”

—Ann 1. Robison, PhD, executive director,

Montrase Counseling Center
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The Triumph of a Mother's Love

continued from previous page

medications, She was authorized as a notary public to help attest
to the authenticity of legal documents. She attended funerals and
memorial services. She comforted those whose families abandoned
them. She offered support to relatives who struggled to deal with a
loved one’s impending death.

Meanwhile, Wagman herself was struggling. Her son was living
nearly 2,000 miles away. She took advantage of any opportunity to
visit him in San Francisco or to accompany him on vacations either
at home or abroad. And she continued her volunteerism over the
next decade, remaining physically and emotionally strong for others

But loss is deeply personal, and in 1993 Wagman began to pre-
pare for her own private pain by joining the HIV Support Group at
Bering Memorial Methedist Church. In late 1994, Gary took sick
and began a steady decline. In April 1995, he died in her arms.

A Message to Tell

“The book came in starts and fits,” says Wagman. “There was no
epiphany.” A series of factors eventually accounted for the book’s com-
pletion. The first of those factors was an invitation, about six months
after her son's death, to speak to a group at Rice University, She wrote
a short speech, and that speech is now the foreword in the book

The speech resonated with many people, and she received
encouragement to expand it into a beok. “I thought people had to
be kidding.” Wagman says. “I'd never written anything in my life,
except for that short speech. But I was left with a thought that kept
running through my mind.”

Wagman continued to attend the Bering Support Group after
Gary’s death. She also continued to work on the book, sometimes
putting it away for long periods of time. The book was about half
finished, but not moving forward, when she became friends with a
young man in the support group who enjoyed attending social and

Freda and
Gary, age 3,
in Galveston

art events with her. “One day I called and
asked him to go to the Museum of Fine
Arts,” she says. “He told me that I had to
start spending an hour or two working on
the book before he would accompany me to
an event. I liked his company, so | eventu-
ally finished the boak.”

In 2007, Snippets from the Trenches
was published, In 2008, it won a Foreword
Magazine Book of the Year Award in the
(iay & Leshian category.

The Author's Own Journey

Wagman's personal story starts with her
birth in Toledo, Ohio. She was the eighth
of nine children born to Russian immi-
grant parents who met while working for
the Jewish National Fund.

The family was poor, so they moved to
Detroit, Michigan, where her father could
get work in the auto factories. Wagman's
father worked there for many years as a
tool and die maker. At the beginning of
her senior year in high school, she moved
to Houston and has lived here since.

Wagman's first job was as a typist at
the Jewish Community Center. Next, she
worked for more than a decade for Walter
Pye's, a high-end apparel shop. She re-
members Walter Pye Sr.: “He was a real
gentleman. And he owned a fabulous pink
Cadillac convertible.”

From Walter Pye's, she took a position
in the offices of Beth Yeshurun Syna-
gogue, followed by the post of secretary to
the chairman of the Chemical Engineer-
ing Department at the University of Hous-
ton. Finally, she settled into a longtime
position as vice president of administra-
tion for a store-planning firm.

Wagman ran the business end of the

firm. She supervised the payroll, account-
ing, bookkeeping, insurance, and mail ap-
erations. “I ran it like a top,” she says with
pride. “We never missed an [RS deadline
and never issued a hot check ”

Bringing Up Gary
Wagman married young and reared
one child, her son Gary; her second preg-
nancy ended in miscarriage. Wagman's
husband was a commercial artist. Years
later she would marvel at the ironic loca-
tion of her husband’s office—the build-
ing that in the 1980s became MeAdory
House, where she sometimes worked as
an AFH volunteer

After 10 years of marriage, Wagman
and her husband mutually agreed to a di-
vorce. “Gary’s father was a jock,” Wagman
says, “but Gary was a very gentle soul,
They eventually began to have disagree-
ments, and their arguments had become
more and more frequent. He didn’t miss
his father.”

Wagman re-
members Gary
as a typical child,
sometimes given to
the unexplainable
mischievousness of
youth. “Once he got in
trouble for riding his

aoni

bike through the halls
of the local school
after hours,” she says.
“Another time, he
filled his pockets with
root beer candies at a
convenience store. But
he was always apolo-
getie, and [ think we

Whth Love

Valentines

Freda and Gary, age
34, in Russ Pittman Park
in Bellaire

formed a bond because I didn't come down
hard on him for such infractions.

“Gary was also a loner,” Wagman
recalls. “He stayed in the house a lot and
asked me to play games like stadium
checkers, He also liked to turn chairs over
so the top of their backs touched, and then
he would put a sheet over them. He had a
little stuffed rabbit that he would take in
there with him, and sometimes he would
invite me in too.”

Wagman deseribes her son as a smart
student and a good boy. “He was never
sick and never missed a day of school,” she
says. After graduation from Bellaire High
School, he tried his hand at a triple major
of math, anthropology, and French at the
University of Texas. He entered as —+

Day

Two months before his
death in April 1995,
Gary sent his mother
this Valentine's card.
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Mother’s Day Brunch |
at the ‘Bird

"MOCKINGBIRD i T

1985 Welch St. (at McDuffie) ®* Houston, TX 77019

713-533-0200 » www.mockingbirdbistro.com

Silverlust Originals.....
! Any metals, any stones, any time!

| 1338-C Westheimer Houston, TX 77006
' www.silverlustonline.com = 713-520-5440
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The Triumph of a Mother's Love

continved from previous page
a sophomore with advanced placement.

But Gary became restless with his
studies in Austin and worked to pay his
way to Israel, where he lived for an ex-
tended time with a relative. Shortly after
returning, he offered to help his mother
process the payroll at her office one holi-
day weekend. k

“He picked up a programming book for
the office computer, and with no training,
he wrote the code for a payroll program so
I wouldn't have to do it by hand,” Wagman
remembers,

With a newfound interest, Gary went
to the University of Houston and graduat-
ed from their computer sciences program.
He accepted a job offer with Shell Onl
in New Orleans, but his sights were set
on San Francisco. Before long, he found
a programming job at the University of
California at Berkeley. “1 knew at that
point in our lives that I had to let my little
bird fly,” Wagman says. “He was never
happier than he was in San Francisco. It
was his city. And for him, it was magic.

Reflecting on her relationship with her
son, Wagman says, “We were close. We
were pals, We were on the same wave-
length. We were each other's teacher. I felt
like I was winging it the whole time as a
mother. But [ must have done something
right, because he grew up to be a very
honest and caring person.”

Gary came out to his mother when
he was attending school in Austin. “He
wrote me a letter,” Wagman remembers.
“1 was out having dinner at Ruggles the
day the letter came. I got home late, read
the letter, and called him. The poor kid
had to be in class the next morning, but
we were on the phone from 11 p.m. until
2 a.m. | asked him if he was sure, and he
said ves. It didn't shock me because I had
sort of thought for the last three years

that he might be gay. But now it was
black and white.”

Learning Amidst Sorrow
A book about AIDS and a son's death

could easily have wandered into sentimen-

tality and justifiably portrayed Wagman
as a -Sﬂl-.!h”_\' mother. But she chosze to do
neither. Instead, she recounts her experi-
ences with the eve of a neutral observer,
searching for whatever lessons can be
learned. She preferred to be a peer and
friend with those around her rather than
glipping into the role of a maternal angel
of mercy.

Wagman became friends with the
gay men who were fellow volunteers. She

accompanied them to gay discos, joined
them in the pews at memorial services,
and helped “de-gay” apartments before
out-of-town parents arrived. She once
declined an invitation to an A1DS fund-
raiser at The Ripcord, Houston’s notorious
leather bar, butl then agreed to attend
when her friends insisted. “I did think it a
bit strange though when a lesbian activist
affered to strip topless that night for a
3100 donation,” she laughs. “Before | knew
it, the gay audience came up with the
money and I saw her prancing across the
stage with no blouse or bra, as the men in
attendance cheered her on.”

There are many moments in Wagman’s
book where the reader finds their eves
misting over and their throat catching.
But there are light moments, too—such
as the memory of an office manager who
called an AIDS hotline, frantic because
he had just learned that an employee had
been diagnosed with HIV. “What should I
do with all the office files?” he asked. The
phone volunteer later regretied not saying
“Burn them!”

Wagman says she stared bigotry in the
face too often, such as she witnessed at
the funeral of a young black woman whao
had succumbed to AIDS. “The preacher
kept pointing dewn at her in the casket
and yelling about her sins and their
consequences,” she says. “Even her family
was saying amen.” Yet the author remains
more baffled than judgmental.

And she remains decidedly human. She
frets over accidental slips of the tongue
while in the presence of the terminally
ill, finds her patience running short with
an irritating roommate, and wonders why
she is depressed when it's everyone else
around her who 18 dying. But it is that hu-
manness—and her conversational writing
style—that draws readers into her book.

In retrospect, Wagman says that
neither she nor the volunteers with whom
she worked ever asked anyone how they
got AIDS. “Because it really didn't mat-
ter,” she says. “Despite the fact that some
parents condemned or abandoned their
children, those responses never occurred
to me as options. [ only knew that Gary
was my son, and that I loved him.”

A portion of the proceeds from the sale of
Snippets from the Trenches will be donated
to various AIDS organizations. The book may
be prurchased through Amazon.com, where a
downloadable copy via Kindle will also soon
be available. For a signed copy, contact the
author at freda.wagman@sbeglobal.net.

Brandon Wolf interviewed Acadian Bakers' San
i Bubbert in the April issue of OutSmart.
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Cosmetic & General Dentisery

Full Service Dentistry
Check out our website for
detailed information.

bayoucitysmiles.com

® Certified provider of Invisalign & Lumineers.

® Sapphire whitening!

® In-house ﬁnancing available.

RELAX!
Your dentist is certified

in oral conscious sedation.

4000 Washington Ave, Suite 201

Houston, Texas 77007

(713) 518-1411 i
{

Dr. Marcus de Guzman

YOUR FAMILY DENTIST

Located in the newly constructed INTEGRITY BANK Plaza,
Washington Ave. @ Leverkuhn St.

Welcoming

P. Troy Gremillion,
MA, LPC-I,

Staff Psychotherapist,
to our practices
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LIVING with HIV

LIVE Consortium deals with the second front of the disease

by Marene Gustin
Photo by Dalton DeHart

n the *80s, an HIV-positive test result
IW:I:: often soon followed by full-blown

AIDS, Today, the idea of living with
the virus has become one more part of the
ever-changing world we inhabit. Foot-
long mobile phones have evolved into tiny
handheld computers, our cars tell us which
direction to take, and a once-certain death
sentence is now a manageable disease.
But as the pandemic’s headlines have
receded, so too has the prevalence of AIDS
education and prevention. Experts call it
AIDS fatigue.

But that doesn’t mean the problem
has disappeared. In faet, the incidence of
infection is still high. Today the city health
department estimates 20,000 to 22,000

Houstonians are living with HIV.

“The numbers are so huge here,” says

attorney Beau Miller. “Today's college kids,

i
!| I I: || : .I. II. I
|I l-II II'.I I |I !

Beau Miller, founder of LIVE Consortium

I

African Americans, and Hispanics don’t
think it's a problem for them, but they
are the groups with the fastest-growing
numbers.”

Miller, who lives with the virus,
began to see the need for prevention and
education as a board member of Center for
AIDS (CFA). With CFA's encouragement,
he started LIVE Consortium, Inc.,

a nonprofit that aims to *facilitate
individuals who are in need of health and
wellnegs services in finding those programs
and services.”

LIVE's first board meeting was in
January, and it’s been nonstop since
Earlier this year, the organization held
its first fundraiser and a month-long
educational and awareness campaign at
the University of Houston, culminating
in a health fair and rally. The university’s
Anti-Stigma Campaign aims to proactively
reduce the number of HIV infections in the
United States by helping to cultivate social

| L?i/e, 'took, Feel,

FABULOUS
av aniy age!

Custom Compound Hormone Replacement

Texas Bio-ldentical Hormones
(979)776-6823
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Specializing in HIV Meds
We handle oll insurance claims,
including Medicare, Medicaid. and ADAFR.

-Pharmacy

You and your HIV medications are
in good hands at South Side Pharmacy.

(713)660-8890
FREE DELIVERY
7700 Main Street, Houston, TX 77030

awareness and compassion and dispel
HIV myths, while also encouraging HIV-
infected individuals to seek treatment,

“We don’t want to remake the wheel
here,” Miller insists, “but we need to send
messengers into these groups that they can
identify with. We want to reach not just
HIV individuals but people affected by it
as well, the people around them. LIVE is
about letting people know they can have
long and healthy lives with treatment. We
can win this war!”

The 35-year-old Miller has ambitious
plans for the
brand-new
organization.

“LIVE is
about letting
people know
they can
have long
and healthy
lives with

Besides the
Anti-Stigma
Campaign,
LIVE is working
on a Health

and Wellness
Research Project
to compile data
and present

treatment. how HIV and

We can win its stigma affect
. » individuals and

thl’s war" the population

at large; HIVE
{HIV Education program); a mentor
program for the newly diagnosed called
INSPIRE; SLATE, a series of social
educational programs for professionals;
the PPO (Primary Physician Outreach),
designed to aid doctors in educating new
patients; and even the first International
Conference on HIV and Aging. It's a multi-
pronged and well-thought-out agenda, one
that Miller is eventually hoping to take
international

“If only there were 48 hours in a day,”
muses Miller. As founder and CEQ of
LIVE, Miller has been on the run since the
beginning of the year. But now that the
Spring events are over, he just might take
time to breathe. *“Maybe now I can take a
break,” he says. “Or get back to work at the
law firm!” Also on tap, a run in Memorial
Park, watching some flicks, and even
sleep. But for Miller, as so many in the
community who volunteer, the hard work
and personal sacrifices are well worth the
results,

“This is about people coming together to
create a better quality of life for all of us.”
Or, as the organization’s motto states, "Live
Better, Be the Cure.”

For more information: LiveConsortivm, org,

Marene Gustin also writes about the Red Ribbon
Adventure Tours tn this issue of OutSmart.

(3 StateFarm  Pisceunts 40

“The Barry Hoskins State Farm Agency
is the place to call for all your insurance
and financial needs. My team and | are
licensed and trained professionals that
will concentrate all our efforts on being
your insurance resource. We offer
canvenient access the way you want it
with Walk in, Call-in, or Click-In service
24/7. We are ready to help you after an
auto accident or with a homeowners
claim, even for the purchase of a new
car and simply to answer questions.
We want a personal relationship with
you because Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.”

Barry Hoskins

www.BarryHoskins.com

22 Waugh Dr., Suite 340
Houston Texas 77007
(Waugh Dr. @ Washington Ave.)

Voted #1 Psychiatrist — OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2008
- e e

DanielIRRGaTZaSMID
Medication Management
Psychotherapy

Specializing in Depression,
Iax;Annety ADHD disorders

2990 Richmond Ave., Suite 428

Feeling anxious? Overwhelmed?
Still haven’t found “it”? Let’s talk.

* Relationships and Family
* Post-Traumatic Stress
= Depression, Anxiety, Bipolar Disorder

D. Scott Stanley, PhD, LMFT, LPC
281-960-3991 * www.dscottstanley.com

1458 Campbell Road, Suite 2504, Houston, Texas 77055
scott@dscotistariiey.com « Fax: 713-467-6532

Evening and Weekend Appointments Available
Insurance Accepled
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310 - 332 W. 6th

Crisp and clean contemporary homes in the

Tongues In Cheek

Real-live lesbian Jen Foster answers Katy Perry

heart of the Heights are nearly complete,
Spacious homes with designer appointments,

1209 Tulane
Heights

L726.000

4/3.5/2

Oversized lot
Attached Garage
Gameroom

Large eat-in kitchen

private yards, stunning balconies with
Downtown views and much more!
Mid $300s
Call Karen Derr at 713-875-7050

14814
Ramblebrook
Fall Creek
$289.900

4733

David Weekley
Hardwoods
Island Kitchen
Crameroom

Karen Derr - Broker
Kareni@ KarenDerr.com
713-862-1600
713-875-7050 - Direct

May 2009
Season Highlights

The Gold

May 1 & 2, 8:00 pm

Presented by the Boniuk Center
for ReligiousTolerance

Cinco de Mayo Festival
May 3, 3:00 pm

Presented by Comité .

Patridtico Mexicano

Houston Ballet's

Classically Contemporary

May 8-10, 8:00 pm

Presented by Houston Ballet

Rigoletto
May 15-16, 8:30 pm
Presented by Houston Grand Opera

Dancin’ the Street...
Motown & More Revue

May 21-24, 8:15 pm

Presented by Miller Outdoor Theatre

Ritmo Latino
featuring Esperanza Spalding
May 29, 8:00 pm
Prasented by Society for the Performing Arts

¥
East Meets West VII f
May 30, 8:00 pm = i
Presented by Dance of Asian America = B

2B81-FREE FUN (281-373-3386)
www.milleroutdoortheatre.com
Ride METRORail to Miller!
www.ridemetro.org

V|

MiLLE :
OUTDOOR ft's free

THEATRR | 'S fun
it's for everyoné
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by Nancy Ford

I didn’t just kiss her,
We went all the way
and she liked it.
She likes to think she
didn’t invite it,
But these scratches

aren’'t because she
tried to fight it.

| Dicin't Just Kiss

Her™ by Jen Foster

When Katy Perry’s “l Kissed a Girl” burst
into 1Pods in 2008, touting the jovs of hot
girl-on-girl action, singer/fsongwriter Jen
Foster was puzzled.

“My first thought was, “Wow, she ripped
of{ Jill Sobule!™ Foster says, relerring to
Sobule’s 1995 Gay & Leshian American
Music Award-winning song of the same
name, “Then my second feeling was that it
was a brilliant gimmick.”

Perry’s catehy song had a good beat and
was easy to dance to. But it was hardly an
empowering anthem for lesbians with lyr-
ies like “I hope my boyfriend doesn't mind
it.” It was an attention-grabber, though,
Foster admits

“It sort of walks that line between not

Thumbs up: a provocative new tune is driving not only faithful fans but also curious
new listeners to indie songtress (and former Houstonian) Jen Foster's website.

being too offensive to straight people, while

ereating a little bit of intrigue and using
the gay thing to her advantage.”

Foster's ultimate response was some
thing a bit more proactive; the out musi-
cian answered Perry’s song by penning “I
Didn't Just Kiss Her” in a matter of hours.

“I had another song that had the same
beat and guitar riff)” Foster says. “The

song was maore political and cerebral, and

[when I'd play it] people always got a funny

look on their face like they were trying to
figure out what I was talking about. And so
[ thought, if I could add some really preat
Iyrics that are compelling and a little more
obvious, I'd love to see this song hit people

in a big way

“All of a sudden I was just playing it
and ‘T didn’t just kiss her, we went all the
way and she liked it,' just came out of me!
It just sort of flowed.”

The appreciation from her fans, in turn,
flowed back. As many as 40,000 clicked in
to JenFoster.com to hear *I Didn't Just Kiss
Her” within its first week on the Internet

Told from the perspective of a jilted
lesbian lover, Foster's provocative song
pulls no punches. The artist generally bet-
ter known for her introspeetive lyrics and
love songs received some eriticism from her
fans who prefer her softer side

“I ean see how it could be a little more
palatable to a wider audience if some of
those lines were softened,” Foster says,
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Tongues in Cheek

“But the deal is, that song calls for a little
bit of grit; it calls for that kind of openness.
I thought it through: ‘What else could 1
say? What else would I say?

*Actually, there are ways 1 could've
made it a little bit softer. But I just thinlk,
you know, you've got to go with it. [ went
with where the song took me. It's very raw,
and it's very from-the-heart, if you will. So,
no regrets.”

Nonetheless, the thought of ruffling
feathers, especially those of her fans, gives
Foster pause. “I don’t

“I love interactive stuff, because I'm
really involved with my fans,” she says.
1 keep in touch with a lot of fans that I
see on a regular basis who come out to
my shows and make road trips and drive
out for the weekends to see me, There are
people that 1 see all the time across the
country who just love to help and promote,
So I'd like to give them the opportunity to
participate and be part of what I do. Send
us vour video—and having some sort of
prize for whoever wins ‘Best Video.™

The as-yet unproduced video has a
considerable legacy to follow. Foster’s most

recent video, “Closer

like offending peaple,”
she says. “I'm a Texan
and I come from a very
conservative family,
as gay as I am. I still
have a very Southern,
polite side of me. But
['m always wanting to
push the envelope, to
challenge myself, and
challenge what people
think. So I battle with
those two sides of
myself”

So far, Foster's song
has ruffled no feather
in Perry’s camp.

“T've had fans who
have called her hotline
ind people who have
posted comments on
her page, but I've had
no direct response from
her or her people what
soever,” Foster says. 1
don’t know—I wonder
sometimes if maybe,
with all the backlash
they've gotten from the

Fay community, mavbe

they think I'm coming at it from a really
angry place. But I'm not. I'm coming at it

from a tongue-in-cheek, humorous, witty

Sweet Sailing

s her fourth album, 39, reaches
Auumpielim:, Jen Foster joins
Suzanne Westenhoefer on a western
Caribbean adventure with Sweet,
November B-15.

“Sweet is the new, hot, eco-
friendly leshian cruise line!" Foster
explains enthusiastically. “I'd met
Shannon Wentworth, who was an
Dlivia employee, on the Dlivia cruises
that | played, [who] sort of broke away
and ended up doing her own thing. |
think she's doing something really cool
because she's just a very thoughtful,
deep kind of person who wants to give
leshians a great source of entertain-
ment and unique travel experience.
But she is also doing something better
for the planet—or as much as you can,
having a cruise line."

In addition to enjoying the heady
headliners, Sweet cruisers have the
opportunity lo piteh in with Hurricane
Katrina relief efforts in New Orleans,
where the excursion originates. De-
tails: discoversweet.com.

to Nowhere,” placed
third in LOGO' Top
20 videos for 2008;

it marked a parficu
larly sweet honor for
Foster, considering a
scant three of those top
videos were by female
artists. The dearth of
lesbian representation
in the field of winners
was a phenomenon not
lost on Foster.

“I noticed that,” she
says. “I don't know—I
really wonder. Were
they getting as many
videos from females, or
what? I don't know, but
| wonder.”

Foster, who grew up
in Houston, now resides
in Nashville where she
just completed the first
installment of A Writ
er’s Share, a quarterly
songwriters’ showcase
and forum.

“It’s the kind of
environment where

vou sit in the round, and songwriters go
around the cvircle and share a song and talk

about what that song means to them, and

kind of ;;l.u'l- The song 18 meant Lo be
taken with a smile.”

For her part, Perry has professed her
support of gay equality (*“My closest friends
happen to be gay,” she told TheNewGay.
net), and Foster believes her.

“As far as what she says, she supports
what we're doing, and it certainly stirred
up the debate, It stirred up conversation,
for better or for worse.”

A video version of I Didn't Just Kiss Her”
has vet to be produced, because Foster is
considering turning that responsibility over
to her fans. “We're talking about the idea of
making it a contest and putting it out there
to the fans to create their own videos.

the audience is really drawn in and gets to
get the behind-the-scenes stories with this
music,” Foster explains,

The April event benefited the T.J. Mar-
tel Foundation’s cancer, AIDS, and leuke-
mia research

“It’s just a cause that's dear to my heart
i"l'l'””“l' my I"lllﬂ]l&"' Ii“‘ﬁl "Ill'.l.'ll.'i"l' !HF]
year,” Foster says. *“When that happened
[ just decided I'm going to do more with
my music tao help people, more with my
musie that will help raise funds to help the

causes | support.”

Nancy Ford wrote about the Mr. Prime Choice
contest for the April issue of OutSmart,
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Celebrations

.30 and | lam Sundays + 7pm YWednesdays

with founding minister |esse Jennings

The Good Life
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Bayou City Women'’s Chorus
AFRICA
Saturday, May 16 &
Tuesday, May 19, 2009
7:30 PM - Unity Church -
2929 Unity Drive, Houston, TX 77057
General Admission: $25

colemntio  To purchase tickets or for more information call 713-521-7464,
visit www.BayouCityPerformingArts.org,
. or e-mail tickets@bcpahouston.org.

Gay Men’'s Chorus of Houston
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iLa Peria!
Saturday, June 13*

7:30 PM - Jones Hall

Theater District
615 Louisiana, 77002 \

Tickets from $22 - $55
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‘Hedwig and the Angry Inch’ goes Unhinged

by Joyce Gabiola * Photo by Tra Slaughter |
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pieces , Twelfth Annual Houston HRC Gala
Wtk P Saturday, May 16, 2009

Hilton Americas, Ballroom of the Americas

(281) 419-4300

25915 Budde Rd
Tuesday - Saturday ~ 10am - 6pm

To purchase your tickets today,
visit www.hrchouston.org.

For more information on the event,
or if you would like to become a table captain
or sponsar, please email galainfo@hrchouston.org.

Southwest Airlines

Continental Airlines Rob & Maria Bensh

And now, Hedwig: ‘ Camden Property Trust
Chris Rivera, who plays
the title character in
Unhinged Productions’
Hedwig and the Angry
Inch, has a long his-
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Houston Magazine
OutSmart
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Thank You, Universe
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States, Having

London, after
moving there in
2001 to pursue
post-graduate
studies and
classical acting,
Brown finds herself
impressed with the
local businesses and
artistic community
in Houston. She
has spent her

Betsy Brown

entire professional

life in London, training as a director

at King's Head Theatre and working
with various theater and production
companies, including Young Vie, Theater
Royal Haymarket, Charm Offensive
Productiong, and Yellow Lemon,

When asked if she would be interested
in directing Hedwng for Unhinged
Productions, Brown says her jaw dropped
and said, “Hell yeah, man!” She mentions
she has a little director's wish list of
about eight shows, and Hedwig and the
Angry Inch is one of them. After being
approached about directing Unhinged
Productions’ rendition of Hedwig, Brown
said, “Thank vou, universe.”

Mitchell’s and Trask's Angry Inch
extended to the global masses when a film
version blasted onto sereens in 2001 and
was quickly turned into a cult favorite.
The musical certainly has its fans. Like
Brown having the opportunity to tackle a
gig on her wish list, Chris Rivera, the local
actor selected to play Hedwig, enthuses,
“In contemporary theater, Hedwig is one
of the greatest roles created in the last 20
years, There is no archetype that Hedwig
is attached to. Hedwig has been in the
back of my brain since 2002." Incidentally,
Rivera was named one of OutSmart's Top
10 People to Watch in 2005

Although the character of Hedwig
is inspired by the babysitter who had
worked for Mitchell's family when he was
a teenager, Brown’s main goal is to convey
the base premise, a series of philosophieal
discussions that Plato recorded called
The Symposium. “To understand why the
piece was conceived is very impartant,”
says Brown. “1 want to keep it true to what
the writers originally hoped. You have to
try to stay true to them, and at the same
time, allow myself to express myself—my
interests, beliefs and creativity, and
artistic vision overall.”

Brown creates balance between her

ereative freedom and Mitchell’s and
Trask’s artistie visions by working with
local artists to ereate original paintings,
jewelry, and costumes, all in the style

of Hedwig. The production features 18
original paintings by emerging artist
Tra Slaughter. *The minute you enter
the space through the front door, you're
in Hedwig’s world,” reveals Brown. “What
is man, what is woman?” she continues.
“How did we come to be man and woman
as separate entities, and what is love?
That's what Hedwig and the Angry Inch is
about, and I want to bring that forth, but
it’s also the absolute celebration of musice
and the rock 'n’ roll nature of it.”

In addition to staying true to Mitchell
and Trask, Brown employs originality
and artistie collaboration to achieve her
vision. In addition to Rivera, Brown cast
Heaven Stephens, who received an MFA
in acting from the University of North
Carolina, to play
the role of Yitzhak,
Hedwig's gender-
bending European
hushand. The
uniqueness of the
actors for this show
comes naturally, as
I?I\'l'l":l i!':. .'ll!l'l.li'fi | I!}__'|
to Brown, the first
]IIII]"“'LIIH'IL‘"]I[I"I actor

to play Hedwig

Heaven Stephens

Further, Stephens
is an African-
American woman who performs as a
European woman playing a transgender

man. “As an African-American female
yeah, I'm going there,” Stephens shares.
“To be a character where | wouldn't
normally be cast is super exciting.”

Brown experienced petty criticism
early on in the production process
n r‘:‘;_{."irrlr-‘ to the auditions post on
TheatrePort,com. The post reads: Please
only apply if you have had professional
acting training or have worked extensively
in the theater. One poster stated that “it
did seem kind of snotty in the wording.”

As every aspect of a theater
production is important, most delicate 1s
likely the relationship between the actors
and their director. *1 won't work with any
actors unless they're professional actors
because there’s a dichotomy between
the director and the actor, and then the
actor has to understand the stage and
the theater and how it works, and it's just
a lot easier to get things done,” Brown
explains.

In preparation for their roles, Rivera
and Stephens agree that, among other
thingg, such as research, just being —
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a minority helps them perform their

roles. “Just trying to find yourself,” adds
Stephens. “Everyone has f~-kin’ tried to do
that. Emphasize the f--kin'"

Brown reads from the manuscript:
“Last time I saw you, we had just split
in two, you were looking at me, I was
looking at you. You had a way so familiar,
but | eould not recognize ‘Cause you
had blood on vour face . But I could
swear by your expression that the F'J."Lit'l
down in your soul was the same as the
one down in mine. That's the pain that
cuts a straight line down through the
heart. We call it love.

“That's “The Origin of Love." That
song encompasses the entire show,”
asserts Brown

Are you going to throw gummy bears
into the audience during “Sugar Daddy™?

Brown smiles, “Possibly, maybe.”

Hedwig and the Angry Inch runs May 8-30
at Freneticore Theatre, 5102 Navigation
Blud. For ticke

or281/312-9379

s and information: w-p.org

Jovee Gabiola is a regular contributor to Out-

Smart magazine.
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his is a big month for Broadway's Michael Wilson. June could be
jumpin’ all over, July hot as hell, and August—why, August will

he |Jll.-i|f ively "]‘i(.

Wilson, 44, lived in Montrose when he scored one of his biggest
triumphs, directing Angels in America at the Alley Theatre in 1995

On May b, he will find out whether Dividing the Estate is nominat-
ed for a Tony Award—it's the comedy by his late friend Horton Foote
that he recently directed in a limited run on Broadway, Wilson says,

| t.!|-|'|l'. expect that Horton will be nominated and that he will |.|I|:.']i.\
take home the Tony for his body of work, over 70 years writing for the
theater. 1 think this is among his greatest works and worthy of the
honor bestowed on him.”

This month, Wilson also will return to Texas for Foote's private
t's hometown that he's im-

burial service in Wharton, the playwr

xas” in many of his plays.

mortalized as the fictional “Harrison, ]
Then Wilson jets back to New York for a memorial service at 4 p.m.,
May 11, at Lincoln Center

On May 28, 12 of the 13-member Broadway cast of Dividing the

Michael Wilson
handles with care

the work of his late
friend Horton Foote

by Donalevan Maines
Photo by Joan Marcus

“We’re doing Dividing the Estate
because we love the play, and one
of our missions is to bring the best
of Broadway to Hartford Stage.”

Estate will reprise their roles at Hartford Stage, where Wilson is
in his 11th year as artistic director. Its Broadway producers hope
that Tony voters will make the two-hour drive to Hartford, Con-
necticut, to see the show before marking their final ballots (due
on June 5), but Wilson says that wasn't his theater's primary
reason for staging it.

“We're doing it because we love the play, and one of our missions
is to bring the best of Broadway to Hartford Stage,” he explains

In June, Wilsen could be attending the Tony Awards as direc-
tor of a favorite for the best-play Tony, possibly a nominee himself

As widowed family matriarch Stella
Gordon, Elizabeth Ashley (left) stakes
out her position in the late Horton
Foote's family feud Dividing the Estate,
while James DeMarse, Hallie Foote (the
playwright's daughter), Maggie Lacey,
and Devon Abner scheme to split the
spoils with their own best interests in
mind. Former Alley Theatre associate
director Michael Wilson (inset) directed
the genteel comedy, which won best
new off-Broadway play before bowing
on the Great White Way, where it's ex-
pected to be a frontrunner at the Tony
Awards in June.

for best director. and/or the significant other of a nominee for scenic
des

way debut as a set designer with the tastefully decorated “Harrison,

gn. Jeff Cowie, a painter he met in Houston, made his Broad-

Texas” home 1n Dividing the Estate

When 92-year-old Foote died in Hartford on March 4, he had
been working for the past vear and a half on The Orphans’ Home
Cyele, a nine-play epic commissioned by Hartford Stage in 2007
“The bulk of it was complete,” says Wilson, explaining that he and
the playwright's daughter, actress Hallie Foote, *will now finish it,”
prior to its run, which will employ more than three dozen artists, at
Hartford Stage Aug. 27-Oet. 17 and at Signature Theatre Company
in New York City, Oct. 29, 2009-April 11, 2010,

Wilson, who was then associate director at the Alley, became
good friends with Horton Foote when the playwright was honored in
festivities attended by actors Robert Duvall and Tess Harper, who
appeared together in Foote's 1983 Oscar-winning original sereen
play, Tender Mercies. Duvall, who worked with Foote many times

over the years, made his first on-screen appearance in Foote's —
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Directing the Estate jirimese
1962 Oscar-winning screenplay adapta-
tion of To Kill a Mockinghird.

“We became very close. frequently go-
ing to the theater together.” says Wilson.
“] have many fond memories of driving
down 59 South to Wharton and having
dinner with Horton and his wife, Lillian
[who produced
films in the
19803 from
Foote’s plays
1918 and On Val-
entines Day]. We
would talk about
plays we had
seen, new forms,
new styles. Hor
ton was passion-
ately engaged in
theater, and his
love for it was
very infectious.”

They remained close even after Wilson
left in 1993 to direct plays in New York,
while remaining a resident artist at the Alley
until he took over the artistic reins at Hart-
ford Stage. Most recently, Wilson directed
Jane Alexander and Lynn Cohen in the
premiere of Tina Howe’s Chasing Monet off-
Broadway, and Matthew Modine in a stage
version of To Kill @ Mockingbird, which Foote
enjoyed seeing 13 days before he died.

Wilson's theater in Connecticut is a
supportive friend of the GLBT commu-
nity, for example, benefiting the Hartford

The early days: Michael Wilson, a
former Houston resident, brought
passion to the stage and to the street,
as illustrated by his lapel pin. The pink
triangle was ACT-UP’s logo.

Gay & Lesbian Health Collective and host-
ing fundraisers for Love Makes a Family
prior to Connecticut’s legalization of gay
marriage. But in his younger days in Mon-
trose, Wilson took to the streets as a gay
activist with ACT UP (the AIDS Coalition

o - e v - m—

to Unleash Powerl and Queer Nation.

“I felt a vital part of the gay and les-
bian community in Houston,” he recalls.
“We were so active and passionate, It was
a very urgent, heady time. A lot of us were
out there demonstrating at the Republi-
can Convention [outside the Astrodome in
1992] and jumping into action after the

Texas two-step:
Michael Wilson
interviews his old
friend and fellow
Texan, Horton
Foote, in a video
shot at Hartford
Stage in 2007.

brutal [hate-crime| murder of Paul Brous-
sard. It was a confluence of events that
called for that kind of action.”

Wilson and Cowie now share a Victo-
rian home just five minutes from Hartford
Stage. They host cast parties and entertain
visiting artists, among them actress Anna-
lee Jefferies, a favorite of gay theatergoers
in Houston (eurrently in Hartford through
May starring in the solo adaptation of
Joan Didion’s The Year of Magical Think-
tng). Jefferies is one of so many artists who
“discovered” Wilson's work in his Alley days
and would follow him anywhere,

Another actress who fits that bill is
Elizabeth Ashley, who starred as the
matriarch Stella Gordon in Dividing the
Estate. Her children in the play were
portraved by Hallie Foote (Mary Jo), TV's
“Major Dad” Gerald M:'H.’!m-\\' (Lewis), and
Penny Fuller (Lucille), whose first Tony
nomination came for her role as conniving
Eve Harrington in Applause, the 1970 mu-
sical version of All About Eve, Fuller, like
Wilson a native of North Carolina, was
nominated again in 2001 for Neil Simon's
The Dinner Party.

Wilson's directorial debut on Broadway,
Matthew Barber's Enchanted .-'I;Jf.".". was
nominated for best play in 2003, and his
star Javne Atkinson was nominated for
best actress. In 2007, Wilson directed the
Broadway revival of John van Druten’s
Ol Acquaintances, which was the basis
of the 1943 movie classic starring Bette
Davis and Miriam Hopkins as longtime
friends and rival authors.

Donalevan Matnes also writes about the musi

cal version of Grey Gardens in this issue of

OutSmart magazine.
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ired of too much fun? How
about a little voluntourism?
That’s the buzzword for a new
trend in travel. It started

around 2005 after Hurricane

Katrina and has been gaining steam with
travel agencies ever since. The concept

i1s to book a getaway that offers fun in a
faraway place with a component of vol-
unteer work. According to a 2008 survey
by Condé Nast Traveler, 55 percent of the
respondents expressed an interest in tak-
ing a volunteer vacation

While many folks opt for building
homes, working with children, and teach-
ing English, one local travel agency is
targeting vacationers who want to sup-
port awareness, relief, and prevention of
HIV/AIDS.

“As far as we know, we're the only
agency doing this,” says Sash Carl of Red
Ribben Adventures, part of Houston's
Planet One Travel Management Group
Carl, an avid traveler, saw an Opra/
segment on voluntourism and wanted to

create packages for the gay community

But the appeal reaches farther. Planet

One's president, Antonio Salman-Alonso,

says, “The response has been great from
everyone o

Red Ribbon started with individual
tours, and this year is booking groups

for voluntours to Puerto Vallarta, Rio de

Janeiro, China, and Amsterc
Pride Day)

“I went to Romania a few years ago,

lam (for Gay

Carl says, “and visited a group home for
AIDS teens. They were in the fourth
grade because they had been left behind
No one wanted to school them because
they had AIDS.”

Whether working with HIV/AIDS chil-

dren, educating gay prostitutes in Spain or

working with leaders and activists, vaca-
tioners have several options for do-gooding
and for accommodations. You can choose
from staying with local families or in
four-star hotels, Prices range from about
$600 to several thousand dollars. Both
Carl and Salman-Alonso think the current

economic climate will be offset by the new

RIBBON N
ADVENTURES

& 5 WwWW REDAIEBONADVENTURES.COM

Vacation for the Cause

Red Ribbon Adventures Offers Exotic Fun and Good Deeds

.it's about your journey

in this world...

Globe-trotting do-gooders: Sash Carl's Red Ribbon Tours provide travelers not only with an
enjoyable vacation experience, but also a sense of accomplishment.

administration in Washington, D.C., and
are hoping to book about 200 travelers this
yvear, “There’s a feeling of optimism,” says
Carl. “People are really wanting to start to
do something and give back.”

And it's not just a way for travel
agencies to make money, Red Ribbon and
Planet One are planning to give a portion
of the tour prices to AIDS Foundation
Houston (AFH). “It's a good way to give
back to the community here,” says Lee
Zacharias, special events manager at
AFH, “while doing good work from
over there.”

“The relationship piece 1s very impor-
tant,” says Dr. Brandon Doubek, who has
been on a Red Ribbon tour and is now
an investor in the company. “The people
there are so willing to help you discover
their culture. Just hanging out with the
people and finding out what you can do to
help is amazing.”

This vear travelers can venture to

Mexico for sea kayaking and work with

Vallarta Enfrenta el SIDA; work with HIV
children in Rio while hiking Sugarloaf
Mountain; volunteer at an AIDS clinie in
Africa and cruise the Zambia River; serve
AIDS patients at Beijing’s You An Hospi-
tal and hike the Great Wall of China; or
take an evening canal cruize in Amster-
dam and help educate workers in the Red
Light District.

“l want, number one, for people to have
an amazing adventure,” says Carl. “It’s
:ni_ng_' to be fun. But | also want them to
not forget about HIV and AIDS. Whether
they are passing out flyers or giving shots,
they are making a difference in the lives
of people who are affected by the disease.
And those people will know that they are
not forgotten.”

Details: Red Ribbon Adventures »

T13/627-7568 » Redribbonadventures.com.

Muarene Gustine is a freelance writer and a
..".r'r,-:r-.'.'a_‘:i." contributor to QutSmart.




orget your passport.
La Torretta Del Lago is just short drive away

by Leigh Bell
Photos courtesy La Torretta Del Lago

Rising 20 stories above sparkling water and a rolling golf course,
the gleaming “La Torretta” tower is the resort's elegant namesake.

e're all tightening our belts,

cutting out one luxury or another

as pundits warn the economic
gky is falling. So, maybe it's poor timing
for a luxury resort to open—unless that
luxury resort is sumptuous, indulgent, and
about 45 minutes from Houston, meaning
you don't need to buy a plane ticket or a
weeklong stay.

La Torretta Del Lago Resort and Spa
on Lake Conroe ig a place for Houstonians
to whisk away without fiseal guilt, but
with most of the carnal pleasures found in
international hotspots. Consider the newly
opened La Torretta Del Lago (Spanigh for
“tower of the lake”), a compromise between
financial sensibility and the inherent
desire to “get away from it all.” It's not
exactly cheap, but hey, it's less than a week
in the Caribbean.

The resort stands out as a modern oasis
on the 22,000-square-foot Lake Conroe
From afar, La Torretta's 20-story main
building towers over marshy, lakefront
land peppered with lavish homes and
boat docks, Otherwise, La Torretta is
quietly nestled within a wooded. high-end
neighborhood, which secludes its posh
spa, 18-hole golf course, 70,000 square-
oot meeting space, state-of-the-art fitness
center, and 6.5600-square-fool aqua park

adult infinity pool included

The accommodations—all 445 of them,
ranging from oversized hotel rooms to
villas and cottages—eschew the “Texas
lodge” look with sleek and contemporary
design. Our standard room in the tower
was a 600-square-foot suite: a sitting room
leading to a bedroom leading to a double-
gink bathroom with a spacious shower
More space than two of us needed, but just
enough to spoil us.

The cottages and villas, similarly
decorated with a 1950s revival flare, are
a short walk from the tower, which also
houses the front desk, a ;."Eilﬁﬁ-k‘i'.k.'.'-l:—ll‘il
lobby, Yoi Sushi Bar, Sonata Piano Bar and
Moekka Café. Those are just three of seven

places to nibble at Del Lago.

Tower guestroom at dusk

A buffet-style Italian brunch at
Prime. the resort’s main dining room, was
plentiful and satisfying—but pricey at $44
per person. The erown jewel of La Torretta
dining is Chez Roux. Located several
hundred feet from the tower, this upscale
restaurant is the first-ever American
endeavor by renowned master chef Albert
Roux, who has been voted one of the
UL K.'s most influential chefs. The aging,
robust and round, French-born chef 15 best
known for opening Britain’s first Michelin
three-starred restaurant, La Gavroche in
London, more than 40 years ago.

We had dinner at Chez Roux our first
night at Del Lago. The service was superhb,
and the food was well above aver
not quite excellent, especially cons
the price: $75 for two courses and $95 for
three. If nothing else, skip dinner and go
to Chez Roux for dessert, which was the
highlight of our evening—this, eoming from
someone without a single sweet tooth

The Vanilla Panna Cotta with Poached
Rhubarb was rapturous, only topped

yw the Pear Tart Tartin with Sea Salt

An aerial view of La Torretta Aqua Park

Prime Ice Cream Profiterole with Valrhona
Chocolate drizzle

Caramel Ice Cream. And coffee was
accompanied by a thin dish of sweets,
including truffles that melted in our
mouths and in our pockets when we tried
to carry leftovers to our room

On our way, we wondered why an
internationally renowned chef would set
up shop at Lake Conroe, of all places. Don't
gel me wrong. It's a nice area, but it’s
still Texas. Roux certainly has the werld
on a silver platter. Turns out the chef is
close friends with La Torretta owner and
developer Ronnie Ben-Zur, CEO of French
Quarter Hospitality. Six months after the
former Del Lago resort cloged down in
2007, Ben-Zur sold off his property and
bought the tumbledown resort, according
to LaDonna Pettit, director of sales and
marketing. Less than two yvears and
roughly $130 million later, he opened La
Tarretta Del Lago.

The resort fully opened this spring, but
its soft introduction was last November,
when the economy was obviously in a
downward spiral. Not the best timing for a

ort boasting indulgence, high-dollar food

Energie bar and lounge

and, an opulent spa, where a massage costs
about $2.50 per minute,

But La Torretta is banking on locals
traveling the short distance for a quick
getaway or “stayeation,” and it certainly
has appeal for such oceasions. A romantic
weekend. A family-focused respite. A
weekend of solitude outside of the city.

La Torretta isn't cheap, but this kind of
splendor and indulgence is rarely so close
by. And remember how much you're saving

on those plane tickets.

a Torretta Del Lago Resort and Spa

) La Torretta Blvd., b Tery, TX 77356
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DON'T COME BACK

Jamaica is a killer vacation for gays

n early April, 1 joined San Francisco or-

ganizer Michael Petrelis and Box Turile

Bulletin editor Jim Burroway in launch-
ing an international boyeott against Jamaica
(boyeottdJamaica.org). While the island appears
laid-back, gays are under attack.

Forget business as usual. Instead, we
should stop doing business with a country that
i8 proud of its persecution against gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender people.

Qur goal is to turn Jamaica into a
pariah state, as long as GLBT people
live in a state of terror, This means no
more subsidizing the antigay slaughter
by drinking Myers Rum and Red Stripe
Beer. It requires skipping that Carnival
Cruise to Jamaica—so your money won’t
support murder.,

If Jamaica were anymore homophobic,
it would change the name of its signature
music, reggae, to "ray-straight.” The na-
tional song would be, “Wasting the Gays Again
in Murderitawville.”
Why boycott? Because Jamaica is on a
downward spiral and suffers from collective
cultural dementia on this issue. There is clearly
a pathological panic and homo-hysteria that
has infected this nation at its core. Consider
that the Jamaica Cancer Society has raised
concerns that the fear of being labeled gay is
causing some Jamaican men to avoid prostate
examinations, causing one of the highest pros-
tate cancer rates in the world.

The second reason to boycott is because tra-
ditional activism has failed. [ first read about
Jamaica’s horrific violence against gay people
in a 2004 New York Times editorial, “Hated to
In 2006, Time magazine
had an article about the island headlined, “The
Most Homophobic Place on Earth.”

One would think that such chilling head-
lines would have spurred worldwide action

Death in Jamaica”

against Jamaica. Instead, the climate has only

deteriorated, with a 2008 New York Times ar-
ticle titled, “Attacks Show Easygoing Jamaica
Iz Dire Place for Gays."

A scathing State Department report on
Jamaica's treatment of homosexuals reads like
a horror novel:

“The Jamaiea Forum for Lesbians, All Sexu-
als, and Gays (J-FLAG) continued to report
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by Wayne Besen

human rights abuses, ineluding arbitrary
detention, mob attacks, stabbings, harass-
ment of homosexual patients by hospital
and prison staff, and targeted shootings of
homosexuals.”

Questioned by the BBC, Jamaica's prime

said that he would
not allow gay people to serve in his cabinet.
In March 2009 he added, “We are not going to

minister, Bruee Golding,

. This means no more
subsidizing the antigay
slaughter by drinking
Myers Rum and Red Stripe
Beer. It requires skipping
that Carnival Cruise to

Jamaica—so your money
won’t support murder.

yield to the pressure, whether that pressure
comes from individual organizations, individu-
als, whether that pressure comes from foreign
governments or groups of countries, to liberal-
ize the laws as it relates to buggery.”

A third reason for a boycott is because we
can have an impact in Jamaica. The tropical
island earned $2.1 billion from tourism in 20086,
with 1,025,000 arrivals from the United States.
Clearly, Jamaica is uniquely vulnerable to
economic pressure and thus every effort should
be made to push for change.

A fourth reason to boycott is that a message
needs to be sent throughout the world: “Gay
people will no longer sit by passively while our
people are brutalized and killed.”

If we do not stop the hate in the one place
we can—Jamaica—it will continue to be open
season against gays across the world. There
must be consequences for state-sanctioned
gay bashing. Such eountries will not change
on their own, so economie carrots and sticks
must be applied.

The current, failed strategy is “treadmill
diplomacy.,” where we send off a few letters to

embassies and hope things will magically
improve. [t may feel like we are advancing,
but we are really, at best, running in place.
This explains why the news headlines
about Jamaica's treatment of gay people
in 2004 look remarkably like the terrify-
ing ones in 20089, The choice is ours: we
can be meek in the face of madness or we
can take action

Finally, Jamaica is an island of self-
righteous hypocrites. The Bible is used to
rationalize brutality, and vigilante violence is

justified with talk of virtues and values. But,

the island is quite comfortable with ganja and
gratuitous sex for heterosexuals. Jamaica's
new motto should be, "Don't Worry, Be Happy
(Unless You're Gay).”

If you are a bar owner, please take Jamaican
products out of your establishment. Consider a
“rum dump,” where Myers'rum is poured down
the sewer. If you care about gay people, tell
everyone vou know about the dismal human
rights record of Jamaica. And, if a friend has
booked a trip, express your disapproval and
send him or her accurate information.

It is truly a crime if you spend another
dime in this homophobic hellhole. If you have
gay family members, neighbors, coworkers,
or friends, book a holiday where it is okay to
be gay.

As for Jamaica: don't play, don't pay, don't
stay. W

Wayne Besen is the founder of Truth Wins Out,
a nonprofit organization that debunks antigay
lies and myths.

Ebrror’s nore: While Red Stripe Beer has
pulled sponsorship from music concerts fea-
turing artists espousing antigay lyrics, the
company has stopped short of specifically sup-
porting gay equality,
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Sing like no one's listening...
Dance like nobody's watching...

And vacation like its heaven on earth!

Rent o vacation rental for your next paradise get-away and experience living the
good life in a fully furnished homa! What hotel could ever compare to that?
Check out www.vacaconnect.com for fabulous homes in over 40 countries.
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Galveston FeatherFest Celebration begins April 2nd thru
5th with spring migrations, field trips, workshops, and
more. Architects head to the Island the first weekend in
June for the annual Sandcastle Competition to create a
myriad of playful and beautiful sand sculptures.

Go Explore...then Stay and Play at your island hotel.
Our spacious condominium suites with separate living
and sleeping areas, private Gulf-view balcony and
friendly staff await your return or first visit.

HAWTHORN

SUITES———®

The Victorian Resort
& Conference Center

6300 Seawall » Galveston

www.hawthorn.com
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Pop Goes the World S TERLING MeCALL
An Interview with Neil Tennant of Pet Shop Boys AACURA

by Lawrence Ferber Mike Chan

: Direct: 713.596.2365
Photo by Alasdair McLellan MChan@SterlingMcCallAcura.com

Gayribbean HalloweemCruise
: October25 November 1, 2009

Join our Gay and Lesblan group
aboard Carnival's Conquest

as we set sail from Galveston

and call on the beautiful ports W™
in Montego Bay, Grand Cayman
and Cozumel. There is no better
way to celebrate Halloween than
aboard a funship with Gayribbean
Cruises. Our fantastic Halloween
Costume Party, Nightly Mixers and
SO MUCH MORE!

——— IMlayial3Rue's DeeRanged

hat the world needs now is pop,
sweet pnp according to Neil Ten-
nant of The Pet Shop Boys. The

gay duo—Tennant and tech whiz Chris

openly g
Lowe t|1'||\'F_'I'IIT.Iﬁ'f_ that on their 10th studio
album, Yes (Astralwerks). Keeping up with, if

not ahead of the Joneses, the Pet Shop Boys

Celebnty Host™
Gelebrity Host TASHA‘EK@HL

BBEOUtand Be Yoursel HotGhbcolate] gayribbean

enlisted hot UK hitmeisters Xenomania ( Kylie
Minogue, Sugababes, New Order) as produe-

ers. As of late they've also worked with “in”

artists Girls Aloud (scribing their infectious

single, “The Loving Kind") and L ady GaGa, at Steriing McCall Acura Mmmymmﬂ”e ”rfn g

and are writing a Jllll ballet for London’s 7 1 3.596_2300 e ' d .J 1rDm ‘qu nu‘
Salder's Wells Theatre. On June 10 they kick 10455 Southwest Freeway « Houston, TX 77074 e ‘ e o ﬁimumnﬂn e NYVEX

off a “high-tech” international concert 1‘["|.I]'. www.SterlingMcCallAcura.com Kl HIJ.NJIJHJH & Jf&J&f/JJJJJJ 1'

WA YT DU EaT AN I SE SIS

Tennant gave me a call from London to
discuss the album and its songs, his selections
for a trio of mixtapes/playlists,
and an unusuai [l"-"-u,".\' about

v, Pt Snom Bars:

g \ * ‘|
¢ STERLING McCALL | e )| Carmval
@ACUHA ' [he Fun S-Tlp;j

vegetarians.

Lawrence Ferber: In what ways

/g F </ SR A BN
does Yes stand out from the rest k i N cean : k\\k
of your catalog, and how does it v :

: Going for 10: Neil Tennant (1) and Chris Lowe, better known as Pet Shop Boys,
represent an evolution for the Pet released their latest album, Yes, in March. It's their 10th studio album since
Shop Boys? the duo burst upon the music scene in 1983.
Neil Tennant: It's such a bright, —
beautiful album. 1 think the first Xenomania gang put guitarsand drumsonit, the cover, thinking, Yes, [ would like to live
half is almost like a greatest hits—one very made it sound very '60s, and Chrisand I, who  like that. *Vulnerable” iz imagining myself
catchy, beautiful song after another in a dif-  have always been Mamas & the Papas fans, @&s someone | know, a female celebrity, who
ferent style. It's the most stylistically varied suggested these kinds of backing voeals appears to be very tough but is actually quite
PSB album, and I think it’s actually the most a vulnerable person. “All Over the World” is
pure pop of all of them. It's quite amazing at  Tell us about Xenomania, which many Ameri- & song about pop songs. “Legacy” is inspired
this stage in events to be doing that, If vou cans may not be familiar with yet. by Tony Blair leaving office, about how when
listen to our first album, Please, next to this, hey’re the top pop producers in Britainat the  youdosomething, the ramifications of it go on |
Please sounds terribly dark. moment, particularly famous for Girls Aloud, [forever. The past is always there to haunt you, |
who had 20 Top-10 singles and are a house- Whether you like it or not.
We need some uplift during this global hold name. I love that song we wrote with
recession. them—we should record it ourselves at some | read that you had written the song “Pande- SCHOOL OF MASSAGE
We do. Ithink the PSB always make more sense  point They experiment with mainstream mMonium” for Kylie Minogue.
in a recession as well. That's Chris’ theory. pop, and | think the most interesting kinds We were asked a couple of vears ago to write CUSTOM CLOSETS E ”' [ ]] d N hl CI
of music [occur] when people experiment in  50me songs for Kylie's album, and we wrote MURPHY BEDS [ro mg now Lor ay dll IU d§S€S '
In some Ulflajl'S the song "FEQBC?" rerqmds the maingtream :‘"“"" SOngs -"’fd she'd record them. We particu- HOME OFFICE = ﬂdfﬁﬂﬂﬁ”gﬂﬂ 10. 2009 |
me of “Being Boring,” yet it's such a differ- larly liked this one, and a really good, funny
ent creature. How did your personal life seep into this songcalled “You're the Exception That Proves GARAGE STORAGE Clases en EspaﬁOI l
Over the years some of our musichaschanged  album, if at all? the Rule,” which we just stuek in our ballet. CUSTOM PANTRIES
harmonically and musically. We experiment I think people tend to assume nowadays that We needed a funny tune. . . . This was another '"tern Massage 1 hr‘r$35! 1 '5hr5!$50
s mmmrrm'”i' are outside of  for art to be viable it has to be personal. I don' '“""""Mm|wmi”'|' [m“'['m"ll]m i www.SpaceManager.com © Affordable rates/Financing Available
pop musie, that are almost dissonant., VETY accept that's the case, A lot of these son Ty Are Was goIng to be sung bwv a woman mmagined it
broad dense chords, and “Legacy” is an ex me |:11Lt,-.'.-'111||'|f-.' I'm someone else. [n "]I-t-‘Il:I[I."iI| was Kate Moss singing about Pete Dougherty 713'683‘8808 ! T
ample of that. It's got a very unusual tone. A People” I'm imagining I'm a woman waiting  When she was going out with him ;@d $ !
friend of ours compared it to Richard Strauss, at the bus stop in the rain in London thinking Free In-Home WOME & GIIIE
the German composer. | think, funnily  about how s--t life is and looking around and  Now that’s quite a mess of a romance. Is Design Consultation
enough, there are little '60s things about [the  seeinga newsstand with magazines like Hea:  there anything about vomiting or herpes in Visit our Showroom at 3556 West TC Jester 713-333-5250
albuml, too. Like with “Beautiful People,” the  and OK and Hello with Victoria Beckham on  the song? cantinued on page 96 L — WWW.AVALONMASSAGESCHOOL. COM
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Anniversary

‘Happy Days’
Are Here Again!

‘ Director/actor/writer/producer Garry Marshall talks about
Jane Fonda, the GLAAD Awards, Bette Midler,
his friendship with Hector Elizondo, and more

by Blase DiStefano * Photo by John Shearer/Wirelmage.com
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" | RICHARD RAY
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EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
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Media Awards
. in 20086.

. 5 arry Marshall began created and produced Happy Days, Mork  shall and daughter Kathleen founded
NEW LISTING * 5131 FEAGAN as a joke writer for and Mindy, and Laverne and Shirley and built the Falcon Theatre, located
2 standup comedians and  (which starred his sister, Penny Mar- in the Burbank, California, media
Lo Prodiger moved quickly into tele-  shall, now a director/producer with her district, “where old friends and emerg-
Recognized by HBJ's Top 25 List vision, and then films, own impressive string of hits). On the ing talent can come together to create
713.341.1651 as a writer, director, big screen, he was writer and direc- exciting work on stage.” On the tele-

rmay@heritogetexas.com
www.heritagetexas.com

£ Ao ==
EIAL £ |I'?li|\\]k|.|H|':‘1

ComraniEs

actor, and producer—all roles he con-
tinues to fill, sometimes two and three
at a time. After establishing himself as
a television comedy writer, Marshall
adapted and produced Neil Simon's hit
play, The Odd Couple, for television and

tor for the 1984 hit The Flamingo Kid:
among his other directorial hits are
Overboard, Beaches, Pretty Woman,
Frankie and Johnny, and The Princess
Diaries. He is currently co-starring in
Disney’s Race fo Witch Mountain. Mar-

phone with OutSmart, Marshall also
talks about his collaboration with Paul
Williams on the stage musical version of
his hit television series, Happy Days (be-
ing staged by TUTS at Houston’s Hobby
Center in May).
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‘Happy Days' Are Here Again!

continued from previous page

Hi. This is Blase DiStefano. Garry?
Yes, Garry Marshall. Okay. So am [ calling
too early?

No, not at all.
Okay. So here I am. I'm sitting in New
York.

Do you live in California or New York?
California. I live in Los Angeles in the To-
lueca Lake/Burbank, area where my theater
is—The Faleon.

Are you bicoastal?

Well, my sister, Penny, 1s bicoastal, She has
apartments. I come, [ stay in a hotel. I go to
see shows. I saw a bunch of shows. My friend

Jane Fonda is doing a Broadway show [33
Variations|, and she is just superb. We saw
her last night, my wife and 1. She even gave
me a shout-out. At the end of the show they
ask the audience to contribute to the AIDS

Foundation and everyvthing. And she was

joking around. She says, “1 want to make

this funny because Garry Marshall is some-
where in the audience.” . . . We became good
friends when we did Georgia Hule together.

Of all things, we bonded [over the fact
that] we both have new hips.

[Both laugh]
So you're in Houston?

Yes. Have you ever been to Houston?

L have. I used to go through there to promote
a movie or something. And you got a parads
coming or something, they told me

You mean the Gay Pride Parade? That's
not till June...

The Gay Pride Parade is very big in Los
Angeles. You can't walk on the street . .
One of my fun things I do 1s the GLAAD
event in L..A_, and there’s always fun there
There’s funny stuff.

Do you go fairly often to the GLAAD
awards?

Well, one of the reasons I'm in theater at all
is because of a man by the name of Terrence
McNally, who was one of my best friends and
an idol of mine. I did a film called Frankie
and Johnny [1991]. He had written the play
and [ wanted him to write the screenplay.
But they wanted Bellman and Gitzman, and
[ said, “No, no, why wouldn’t you let Ter-
rence write this sereenplay?” “Oh, he don't
know how to write a screenplay.” “How do
yvou know?! He knows the characters. Leave
the man alone.” So I said, “I'm not doing it
unless he writes the first draft.” He did and

they loved it! So we became
close, and lo and behold, it
won an award at the GLAAD
event. And I got the prize, and
[ made a speech or something.
They said, “You come back, and
you'll present,” and I've been
presenting ever since,

Do you still keep up with Ter-
rence?

I literally saw Terrence the
other night! He's got two new
shows opening. He's got a play.
and he's pot Catch Me If You
Can, a musical based on the
movie. He's a busy guy, Ter-
rence. But he was the one who
said, Theateris alright. Tryit.
That’s why I built my theater.
He's one of the main reasons,

And your daughter is involved
with you on that, right?

My daughter Kathleen, my
middle child, runs it. She does
the whole thing, and I get in
the way a couple of times, but
she runs it pretty good. My play
is there now,

What is it?

Evervbodv Say Cheese, It's
about my parents. My sister,
Penny, came to the play, right?
She comes out . . . first thing she says is, “You
made mom and dad so sweet.” I said, “It's my
play, and I can do whatever [ want.” Differ-
ent siblings have different views. I waited
until my parents were gone, God bless ‘em.

You were born in 1934, and in those early

days, gays were exitremely closeted. Do

you remember the first gay person you

ever met?

I do. I guess I was 11 or 12. [ was in camp
. it was not the top-notch camp. It was a

YMCA camp . . . that’s all we could afford.

[ remember one of the kids who I kind of

liked. He was funny. He was in the play at
the camp, and there was a whole incident
where they beat him up. I said, “Why'd they
beat him up? What did he do?” And they
said, “He didn't do nuttin’, he'’s uh .. " They
didn't say “gay.”

Queer?

“Queer,” yes, that's what they said. “He's
queer,” For that he got beat up? [ was used
to blacks and Puerto Rieans and Irish. We
all beat each other up. I was Italian, There
were Jewish kids, and this was a new group
that could get beat up. I didn’t know what it
was. But I started to ask around, and then I

It's Twilight time:
Garry Marshall (1) F
tenderly consoles

his gay son (Brendan
Fraser) in The Twilight
of the Golds.

understood that it was, you know, sissies or
whatever that was. After that, I understood
right. I don’t think

it and didn’t think it was
anyvbody should be beat up for what they are
when they're born and when they come out
of the closet. Thev didn't come out, | guess,
much in those days. I didn't know what the

closet meant in those L']._l.\'.“;.

You understood, right?
[ understood . . . Our gang was all [talian,
Jewish—the Falcons. Unfortunately, we
couldn't beat anybody up. We kept losing
badly, so we gave up and said we were an
athletic club

anybody. As the years went by, I understood

then we didn’t have to fight

it and didn't think it was gquite the right
thing to do
[ got injured when I played sports; [ got hit

[ was very sickly as a child

in the head every time. 1 had two sisters,
Penny and Ronny, and 1 was the oldest,
and they would go out and play and I'd try
to hold them in the room . . . I was lonely
And I'd make up jokes and stories and made
them laugh. “I'll go talk to Garry, he’ll
make me laugh.” So that's when 1 started

into humor,

Is that when you started writing?

I more or less wrote because I couldn’t get
out of bed. I had asthma. I had allergies. |
had everything, Yes, [ pretty much wrote
and I loved sports, so I was the sports edi-
tor of my high school paper. Sports editor
at Northwestern. Sports editor in Korea on
the Korean paper. Korea was a little cold,
let me tell vou. So [ was cold in New York.
Cold in Chicago at Northwestern. Freezing
in Korea. [ said, "That’s it! I'm going to be
in Californmia or Florida.”

Okay, I'm going to skip to 13997 and The
Twilight of the Golds. [Marshall played
the father of a gay son played by Brendan
Fraser.] Any idea how you would have re-
acted in real life had one of your children
been gay?

Well, I think it would have been what it is
Whatever comes, you have to deal with as a
parent. I have two handicapped grandchil-
dren with cerebral palsy and that’s not a
thrill, but this is who they are. You love them
and whatever it is—gay, not gay, whatever
challenge—yvou accept it I'm married
46 years to a nurse, She has a whole other
outlook. She taught me. And as a mother |
think she would deal with it very well,

How did The Twilight of the Golds come
about?
[ remem

er Jonathan Tolins '.:!'nu;J]‘l[ me

that piece. For some reason he loved The Odd
Couple. [Along with Jerry Belson, Marshall
adapted the TV series from the Neil Simon
play.] He wanted to meet me and he wanted

me to read his play. | said | would, but I

never got to it. I remember it was Jeffery
“r]

a play we're thinking of buying to make a

Katzenberg who called and said, “There’s
movie out of. Why don't vou go see it?” It
was Twilight of the Golds. 1 loved it. [ said,
Mark
Harris—and [ forget the other gentlemen—

*“What a powerful piece this 18"

produced it. One of the other gentlemen was
gay. [That would be Paul Colichman, now
co-founder and CEQ of Regent Entertain-
ment and Here! Networks.] I remember
doing the father, and it was a powerful
part. Faye Dunaway played my wife, and a
great kid, Brendan Fraser, playved my son

He was terrific.

Your choices do seem to show your support
of gay rights.
It’s the right thing to do

| read that you might work with Bette
Midler again?

I love Bette Midler, We did Beaches. Yes, we
tried to do a picture and we were so close,
and the last minute she had to go de her Las
Ve
again. Great story about Bette. She has

s thing. . .. I'm dying to work with her
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‘Happy Days' Are Here Again!

continued rom previous page

this lovely daughter. When we were doing
Beaches, Sophie seemed to be three or four
or something., Well, she grew up into a ter-
rific girl, and it came time for her to go to
college. And so Bette, the dutiful mother, is
taking her around visiting campuses. And
she’s walking on Northwestern campus. On
the campus my mother was a dance teacher,
and so we dedi-
cated the dance
building to my
mother. So she's
walking with
her kid, and she
SEeSs my name
and she jumps
up and says to

Sophie, “1 know

Garry Marshall (1)
with Hector Elizéndo
i (r) and Joan M. Garry
4 (GLAAD execu
i director) at the 16th
8 Annual GLAAD Media
i Awards in 2005.

somebody who
went to college.”
So I had this
whole thing on
my answering
machine when [
get home, and I call her and she said, “Help
me help her get into ecollege.” 1 said, “She'll
be fine, but I'll help.” So I did of course rec-
ommend her to Northwestern. Which she
did get in. Bette called me [later]. The kid
wants to be closer to home and she ended

up at Yale

So, tell me about Happy Days. ...ls Fonzie
gay, bi, or transsexual?

No, he’s not any of them. We talked about
that

[Laughs] Did you?!
Yes. There were all these ideas. Let's make
Fonzie gay. Let's make Joanie get an abor
tion. Let's make Potsie bipolar. I wanted to
capture what we had, which was an innocent
time . . . and that's what we captured in the
musical. . . . I was on a picture, and we had
to hire this wonderful kid named Gorden
Greenberg, who was a dancer on Broadway
and is now a director, and he is one of the
funniest people I ever met. And he directed
this version you're going to see. And Gordon
15 gay, and I hear about all his things. He
calls. .. I'min Toronto. . . he says, “There's
a guy | dated coming to the show tonight
Say hello to him." He gives me the name.
.. 50 I said, *I don’t know, he was alright.”
So I'm not one of his advisors. But he’s a
terrific director. And he did a heck of a job
on Happy Days.

When | mentioned | was going to interview
Garry Marshall, one guy asked if you and
Penny Marshall were divorced.

Kverybody thinks she's my wife, my daugh-
ter. A lot, my daughter. But Penny's my kid
sister. There's me, I'm the oldest; there's my
sister Ronny, and my sister Penny was the
kid sister. She was a pip, that one. She was
pretty funny, too.

Okay, now | heard a rumor that you and
Hector Elizondo are actually married.
|Langhs] That is good. I'l]l tell Heetor that.
Hector and 1 are best friends in a way of
having similar lives. We
ﬁBsol.l both grew up in the streets
of New York, we both were
drummers, and we both
played basketball together
for vears, and to this day
we both play on the same
goftball team. I remember
we were at a party l't'l't-lli]}',
and we're walking in, and
Bill Maher sees us, and he
says, "I'm startled.” I went,
“*What's the matter?” He
says, “You two guys really
are friends. T thought they
made that up in the papers
But yvou hang out together.” Heetor has
always been for me the great equalizer
When you're directing a film, sometimes
things go wrong, people get temperamen
tal. But Hector is very respected by other
actors, and when there is a problem, I often
say, “Hector, would you say something to so
and so. We're a little late here and we need
the help.” So he’s like a friend of the court,
yvou might say
I remember in Pretty Woman, they
wouldn't hire him. They said, “He's Puerto
Rican. How does a Puerto Rican run a big
hotel? Nobody'll believe 16" 1 said, “So he's
Puerto Rican, but he can be anything!” They
said, “Why? He has a lot of accents?” [ said,
“No, he has a lot ll['tllll|:||-|'.‘-'~ He can be what-
ever the hell you want him to be.” Anyway,
the truth of the matter is, I had to put up the
money for him to be in Pretty Woman. After
the picture they gave me back the money in
two seconds and said they were wrong, which
iz why | like to work for Disney. Because they

can say when they were wrong.

Theatre Under the Stars presents Happy
Days—A New Musical at the Hobby Center,
,Uf.'.'.' 12-24. For l.'*r'.i',."u.r'm:.'.'.'r ¢ schedule and
ticket information, call 713/558-TUTS

(8887), visit tuts.com, or e-mail boxoffice@

tuts.com

For more of this interview with Garry Mar-

7y .
shall, £o to oulsmartmagazine.cont.

Blase DiStefano also intervicws Kristin Chenao
weth in this issue of OutSmart magazine.
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Live gardens:
X director Kenn
e McLaughlin (far
right) in rehearsal
. for Stages Repertory
‘ Theatre's produc-
tion of Grey Gardens
with cast members
(I-r) Rachel Logue

‘ = ; . EL ¥ andbdRR! (young Edie Beale),

(George Gould
Strong), and Nancy
Johnson (Edith
Bouvier Beale).

Bellaire, Texas 77401
www.schmerleragency.com

‘ouknow you're gay when you're glued to the new Grey Gardens movie on HBO. You
know you're really-gay-when you're still bitter that Broadway’s version of Grey Gar-
dens didn’t win best musical at the 2007 Tony Awards. (Why, it’s the most disgusting,
atrocious thing ever to happen in America!)
Ah, but you can choose to be happy that the musical Grey Gardens opens on May
15 at Stages Repertory Theatre in Houston. As Gould, the show’s gay pianist, says, “Brava! I'm
‘weeping already.” -
-EXPE CA‘ilil NS : The story of “Little Edie” and her mother “Big Edie” Bouvier Beale, “cuts to the core” of what
% 21t means to grow up different, explains Kenn McLaughlin, producing artistic director at Stages.
_ : WWW.BOENIGLAWCOM “It’s a gay rite of passage because she taps into sensibilities of ‘I will walk my own path, and walk
2409 Grant St Houston, TX 77006 - 713.522.2867 713.669.0520 it proudly, and without judgment.’ She has such a need to belong, but she doesn’t want to have to
change to become a part of the repressive East Hampton culture [that rejects her].” —

6750 WEST LOOP SOUTH # 460 | BELLAIRE TX 77401
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Withering Heights &

“And the costumes!” says McLaughlin.
“They are absolutely, positively, completely
elevated drag! They are so gorgeous you're
going to be absolutely amazed!”

A highlight of any performance of Grey
Gardens is Little Edie’s song, “The Revolu-
tionary Costume for Today,” which Broadway
star Christine Ebersole sang on the 2007
Tony Awards broadeast before aceepting the
award for best actress in a musical

“It's just such a gay anthem! It's just
the best,” McLaughlin says, explaining
that it encapsulates in song se much of
what Little Edie says in the opening of the
1975 documentary Grey Gardens that has
become a cult classic in the gay community.
As depicted in the film, Grey Gardens was
a crumbling mansion, and garbage-ridden
home of the reclusive, nouveau-poor aunt
and cousin of former First Lady Jacqueline
Bouvier Kennedy (aka Jackie O). From
the point of view of the 52 cats that lived
there, Grey Gardens was a 28-room litter
box with 150 windowsills tailor-made for
catnaps. To neighbors, it was an eyesore
and health hazard.

Three talented gay men—composer
Scott Frankel, lvricist Michael Korie, and
playwright Doug Wright (who hails from

Dallas)—adapted the film into a Broadway

The opening lines of Grey Gardens are spoken
as if being read aloud from a newspaper:

n a statement released today, Jacqueline

Kennedy Onassis confirmed that her BO-
year-old aunt, Mrs. Edith Bouvier Beale,
and her adult daughter, Edie, are living in
squalid conditions in an East Hampton
estate known as Grey Gardens. The house
that once played host to Howard Hughes
and the Rockefellers is now a refuge for
52 stray cats, a few rabid raccoons, and
its two reclusive inhabitants, all living in an
environment the Health Department calls
unfit for human habitation. Mrs. Onassis
described the situation as “a private fam-
ily matter.”

Little Edie, from “The Revolutionary Cos-
tume for Today™

ust listen to this! The Hamptons Bee. July,

1872, = “The elderly, bed-ridden aunt of
farmer First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy, Mrs.
Edith Bouvier Beale . . "« My very own
mather, can you imagine? = *. . . and her
adult daughter, Miss Edie Beale, a former
debutante once known as Body Beautiful
Beale . . "+ They called me Body Beautiful
Beale. It's true. That was my, whaddyacallit,
my, uh, sobriquet. » . . . are fiving on Long
Isfand in a garbage-ridden, filthy, 28-room
house with 52 cats, fleas, cobwebs, and
virtuaily no plumbing. After vociferous com-
plaints from neighbers, the Board of Health
took legal action against the reciusive pair.”
* Why, it's the most disgusting, atrocious
thing ever to happen in America!

Tea for Two

musical by showing the Beale’s pre-Camelot
salad days in act one, when they played
host to the likes of Howard Hughes and the
Rockefellers, then revealing in act two how
the mighty had fallen.

McLaughlin compares the first act to the
golden-age musicals of the 1940s. “Tt’s seem-
ingly buoyant,” he says, “but there is a layer
ofillusion, a paradox, an irony, a subtext that
is all the more powerful because we know
where it's going.

“The second act shows the ruin of their
lives, and makes you wonder if that first
chunk of life was a fantasy,” McLaughlin
adds. “It’s like before you ‘come out,’ you cre-
ate illusions about yourself, how you want
the world to see you.”

“Beyond the great gay themes of the
show,” he adds, “the play is about dreams,
reaching for what vou want, and never ever
stopping. It's a remarkable testament to the
power of identity, and that's what people
really conneet to. That's what makes it a
wonderful piece of art.”

Grey Gardens plays May 13-June 14 at Stages
3201 Allen Parkway. For
tickets ($35 and 540) and lor information, call
7131527-0125.

Repertory Theatre,

Donalevan Maines also writes abhout playwright
Michael Wilson, a former Houstonian, in this
tesue of OutSmart magazine.

A closer look at HBO’s ‘Grey Gardens’

/—\ pron strings thick-

f A \\. er than steel cable

y A bound the mother-

A\ daughter pair of
“Big Edie” and “Little Edie”
Bouvier Beale together. The ec-
centric relatives of Jackie 0 and
subjects of Grey Gardens, a 1975
documentary bearing the name
of their decrepit East Hamptaon,
New York mansion, come again
to life in HBO's incredible biopic
of the same title (having debuted
in April, with repeat airings this
manth).

Directed by Michael Sucsy,
Grey Gardens stars Jessica Lange
and Drew Barrymore as the senior
and junior Beales. Framed by
recreations of Albert and David
Maysles' shooting their famed
documentary, the story plays
out in flashbacks—the pair's
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by Lawrence Ferber

Double your fun: Drew Barrymore (1) and Jessica Lange {(as Edie and Ednlh
Beale) entertain in the pre-squalor parlor of their beloved home as Malcom
Gets (George Gould Strong) looks on.

youthful 1930s well-to-do society
days, Little Edie's brushes with her
dreams of fame and romance in
Manhattan, Big Edie's failed rela-
tionships with her husband and a
gay best friend (Gould, played by
out actor Malcolm Gets), and their
spiral into mutual codependency
and squalor in a cat- and raccoon-
infested mansion.

Grey Gardens received a
first 21st-century revival in
2006's Broadway musical, which
snagged three Tony awards.
That same year, The Beales of
Grey Gardens, a "sequel” to the
original documentary composed
of unused footage, was released
(both films are available in a
fabulous, extras-loaded DVD set
from Criterion Collection).

Suecsy's Toronto-shot Grey
Gardens recreates some of the

documentary's most oft-imitated and guoted high-
lights, including the bedridden Big Edie's demented
warbie of “Tea for Two" and Little Edie's chaotic
flag dance. Yet Sucsy, and co-screenwriter Patricia
Rozema, manage a tightrope act balancing drama
and poignancy over the sprawling net of camp.

“The first draft that | ever wrote of the screen-
play was actually too straight,” Sucsy shares, "in
the sense that | had to go back in and add some of
the eccentricities and the wackiness and the kooky
behavior. | mean | certainly see those [campy]
aspects of it, but the foundation, the skeleton of
the story is more hased in impaired sanity narrative
thrust as opposed to the kookiness. It's fundamen-
tally a drama with many moments of levity. But |
would be so bummed out if people didn’t laugh at
this. There is tons of humor in it for me.”

Literally immersed in character—thanks lo
makeup designer Bill Corso’s old-age prosthetics,
hirdseed fatsuits, and false teeth, which took
between four and six hours to apply—Barrymore
and Lange frequently cracked up while shooting
seenes. “There was one day when Drew laughed
and her fake teeth popped out," Sucsy recalls,
amused. “And one of the cats wouldn't put his ass
down and kept sticking it in Jessica's face. | think
Jessica said, ‘Geez, guys, it's hard enough.”

Despite these jovial moments, and the fun
of wearing costume designer Catherine Marie
Thomas' takes on Little Edie’s arsenal of home-
made outfits and head wraps, Barrymore (who
lobhied intensely for the part) was deadly serious
in her approach. Thanks to the Beales' relatives and
friends (Big Edie died in 1977, Little Edie in 2002),
she had access to troves of Little Edie's journals,
letters, and photographs, and worked intensely for
a year on nailing her voice, mannerisms, dancing,
and even her walk. Barrymore ultimately remained
in character and avoided contact with anyone but
Lange and Sucsy throughout production. ¥l had to
be only her," she adds. “The discipline of what | did
to be as authentic as | possibly could was definitely
something that made me, like, mentally unstable.
It is definitely only the best work | could possibly
have done. And only positivity came from that strict
box | put myself in to play her.”

Barrymore also worked hard on embodying
the many, and often conflicting, aspects of Little
Edie's personality. “1 always believed that Edie
is a walking contradiction,” she shares. "She's a
recluse, but she's a born entertainer, She bitched
and moaned about ‘getting out of this house’ every
day of her life, yet the door wasn't locked. She lived
for her mother’s love and approval, but would take
the underhanded comments, frustrations, and all
that came with her. She wanted nothing but love,
but rejected it at the same time. Everything about
her really contradicted itself.”

As if echoing Little Edie, the film itself em-
braces and exhibits a dichotomy, eliciting laughter
at the same time as empathy (keep watching
after the credits for a poignant coda, followed
guickly by a hysterical interruption). This cry-
ing through laughter quality is possibly one —*

Open Tues-Sun / 10:00am tc- 6:00 pm
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reason Grey Gardens—from the documentary to
the HBO film—resonates with gay audiences. But
Sucsy has a hard time articulating what exactly
is so enduring. The trainwreck aspect? Flying
your freak flag despite what others think? The
twisted mother-daughter dynamic, a la Mommie
Dearest and Now, Vayager? Perhaps the answer
is ultimately as complex, and confounding, as the
Beales themselves.

“I mean, [you can] see them as a tragedy,
camp, or something,” he says. *| think that's that
part of what is enduring. | try to give the gay coim-
munity a little more credit than maybe we identify
with people who struggle with [vet] remain true to
who they are at their core, even if they're fighting
upstream. Is part of the appeal rubber-necking
at the tragedy? Certainly. Bul | don't think that
that's the only thing that endures, because that
plays to the mean, spiteful side of the gay com-
munity. And now I'm talking out of both sides of
my mouth, but yes, there is a side of us [where]
we can laugh at ourselves and those sort of things,
and celebrate something that would narmally be
relegated to the back of the closet, so to speak.
That's a strength, | think, in the community, Does
that make sense?”

'\-!':'_\ Gardens airs on HBO th F':f"-'_:'-"-r'.'.':' .llfl-'_r

Lawrence Ferber, who is based in .\Il'\u' &'--.".'I.'. Esa

regular contributor to OutSmart magazine.
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fairground atmosphere in this romantic

|
, romp, which should charm fans of his
o e r s Carnival of Animals that Houston Ballet
performed in 2007 with John Lithgow as

narrator.

i
“It seems that Houston is only get- o :
I e ting the cheerful Wheeldon ballets,” he S
muses. But that may change. These days ! o

the hotshot dancemaker is ineredibly

. busy. He'll premiere a new work for San
Ckoreographer ChrlStopher Wheeldon Francisco Ballet later this year as well
. as making pieces for his own company,
heads bQCk tO Houst()’l wr’t’l’ a new w()rk which performs around the world and
even in Texas this October at the opening

g - 2
by Marene Gustin of the $354 million Dallas Centeér for the Houston’s premier

Photo by Rosalie O’'Connor .[ erforming .-_\ rts. : “No one can say I don't destination for
keGP0 Rels pupy. e | beautiful eyewear

The English-born Wheeldon, whose ¢
e < since 1995.

work also appeared in the 2000 ballet

|
| ouston Ballet fans will et flick Center Stage (“but not the sequel, the
I a joy ride when the com- less said about that the better”), doesn’t Voted “Best Place”
| pany premieres Christo- have a lot of downtime—nao pets, no hob- to buy eyewearby
I pher Wheeldon's Carou hies. His [.'-J‘.Imtﬂ_\ll hu_:m-.‘ has a ._‘!.'I.hl'l|l'l] B T
| [ (A Danee) on its reper- that hasn't been tfl[lll:“'i':l|ll'li yert. I want
tory evening this month to work in it,” he says, “but whatever | two years in a row.
This delightful 10-minute plant, it's going to have to take care ol
work, originally choreo- itself.” As for a personal life, he prefers
graphed for New York City Ballet’s 2002 cen- to stay “hush-hush” about relationships.
tennial tribute to Richard Rodgers, is more of He came to New York City in the '90s and e L L =2, e A A
a dance than a narrative ballet. But any fan also came out, which didn’t surprise his ﬂﬁrl{'ﬁ-:{q(-@;%rﬁ: 'E] « “"U Iilllllﬂu-lrI k I‘?;I'T foﬂ |nﬂ}’n’.ﬁr }I‘Nﬁi{? ?ﬁﬂgg&gh@ﬂ
of the 1966 musical will see the entire story mother, he says.
of doomed carnival barker Billy Bigelow and “Basieally it was like ‘we know you're
his love, even if the ballet is shorter than the gay, we love you, get over it ' She did =ay
: II-T‘..E[J-.LJLJ 1l breaks in the movie. . she |i|rl-‘.|". want to come to my '\\'|-<'.L|1.|;_ Hmm You :
tis short,” exclaims \'" heeldon from his on a Miami beach, but I have no plans for
New York ity office, “but people see it and Mmarriage right now, so that’s okay.” The
come back and say they remember it longer. It revelation v--'l-n::i'«'-.u--l his mother’s love
just feels like a complete work.” and something else: “It eonfirmed my sus-
The 36-year-old choreographer and picion that mothers know everything.”
/ oL f[mt“h'“'l the two-year-old Morphoses/ Wheeldon will be here for opening
['he Wheeldon Company, uses costumes and night of Carousel (A Dance) but won't stay
| choreography to evoke the carnival rides and long. He admits to not knowing much 1

about Houston, spending mozt of his time

here inside hotels and theaters. But there's

one place you will probably find him
“The Menil Collection and The Rothko

Chapel,” he sighs. “It's one of my favorite

Sales
Rentals
Lessons
Parties

places in the world.”

Houston Ballet’s repertory evening, Of an
Era, opens at the Wortham Theater Center
-””.1‘ 28 and runs thi -"n'.'_L.':J' June 7. fl,'\'.l"ll'.l.‘il‘l (A
Dance) is one of three works on the program,

on oF anxiety
sh __"mmlesr

Call Larry:
832.

541.7800 | | "‘“‘E”Q\E\
| mggmed

which also includes artistic director Stanton
Welch's Nosotros and the Houston premiere of
All three chore-

Triumphant return: British-born, but Houston bred, choreog-
rapher Christopher Wheeldon returns to the Bayou City for . . ’ | Nacho Duato’s Jardi Tancat
Houston Ballet's presentation of his Carousel (A Dance). ographers are gay. Tickets start at $17. Call

Inser: Called “too terrific not to be seen again® by The New 713/227-2787 or 1-800-828-ARTS. Tickets
York Times, Wheeldon's Carousel (A Dance) deftly employs l i and more .;r_lr””,-,.,r,r'r..-.l are also avatlable at ”OUSTDN pIAND/

the circular movements of a Ferris wheel to interpret the i W bt B T
Rodgers & Hammerstein classic. : ' ' ot e e

Marene Gustin also writes about Red f
Adventures and I with HIV in this
of OutSmart magazine.

1600 W. 13th = (the Heights)
Larry@HoustonPianoCo.comm
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The night belongs to...

PHANTOM

Broadway s most haunting love story
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Let's not forget that

an openly gay man, who has

hers. . Did I m

| that she'd “rather be biblically correct than |-|-|:|I|.-||'-.
‘ad her Bible ¢ Hert

e of interest to her: “Suffer

not a woman to teach nor to usurp authority over the man, but

to be in silence.” authorities

nunclations 1 hic L] ¥ MATTIAES
imen the

right to vote before 1920 because of bil

inierority of women.

tabbouleh. And she’s as American as you are

Bea Arthur «:mwsw.

' Out, B/01, Michael Musto)

lichael Musto: . .. Do you know a lot of gay
pople in show business?
Bea Arthur: Isn't that a rhetorical question?

((USA Today, 4/25/08, Ann Dldenburg)

hen once told of drag-queen Bea Arthur look-

‘alike competitions, she said, “I'm flattered,” and

added, “Of course | have gay friends—doesn’t
SUE bnd,?lr
And when told she was dogged by rumors that

‘she was a leshian, her answer was, “l think it is
because of the voice, but who cares?”

Cheers, dear:
Bea Arthur
(pictured here
in 1974's Mame)
won a Tony
Award in 1966
for her portrayal
of Vera Charles
in Broadway's
Mamé, long
before she

won hearls on
Golden Girls.

lﬂSh Kilmﬂl‘-l’lll’ﬁell (cohumnist)

{Out, 4/09)

Now, with two out of three branches of the government
sympathetic to our cause, we're finally spitting in the direc-
tion of the wind. Unfortunately, we're distracting ourselves
with spitting at each other. It's the ultimate case of being
careful what we swished for.

Paul Rudd (seen
here in 1998's
The Object of My
Affection): does
he feel gay?

(Entertainment Weekly, 3/21/08)

I always thought I'd be a really good gay guy....
I remember doing interviews for The Object of
My Affection, and people would ask, “What was
it like to kiss a guy?” Like it was such a shock-
ing thing. | said, “How many times does anyone
ask, “You had to shoot somebody. Was that
weird?"” | love gay guys. | feel pretty gay. I'm
certainly not the most macho guy in the room.

Amy Poehier

(The Advocate, 5709, Brandon Voss)

Brandon Voss: [Wlould you like a

gay son?

Amy Poehler: Well, they're so good

to their mothers, and they keep a clean

apartment. Sure, we'd probably have a grand ol' time. Re-
cently, Rachel Dratch, Kristin Wiig, a couple of SNL writers,
and | went to see Liza Minnelli's show in New York. | told my
friend, who was pregnant at the time, that Liza had to bless
her baby so that it would either be gay or be a big supporter
of the gays. So Liza laid her hands on my friend's stomach
and sang the first couple of lines from Cabaret: “What good
is sitting alone in your womb? Come hear the music play!"




by Leigh Bell

MAKE LOVE, NOT JIHAD

If you think being a gay Christian is tough, try being a gay Muslim

Eprror’s note: Parvez Sharma sat
down with OutSmart’s Leigh Bell for
this interview in June 2008, when he
was in Houston for a screening and
discnssion of A Jihad for Love

arvez Sharma smokes ciga
rettes like he makes flms:
dramatically and without ex-
cuses. Heinhaled an American Spirit
with vigor outside the Angelika Film
Center downtown as he discussed |
docu-

L g AT

his first and controversial
mentary, A Jihad for Love,

The film chronicles several

gay and lesbian individuals
who :-:1'r'lt;,:'l,{|l' to be .L('-‘.'1'|JTL‘tJ
by Islam in countries—like
and Iran

Egvpt where re-

ligion is unyielding and ho-
mosexuality is punishable,
even by death. Some of these
people were imprisoned, beat-
en, and eventually driven from their
homelands
As a gay Mushim from Eg

Sharma was touched 1n unexpected

ways during the six-year filn
procesz. He is both filmmaker and
activist traveling nationwide t fall with
A Jihad for Love h showing
with an in-person, upfront discussion about

to conclude eac

religion and homosexuality. Oftentimes,

these talks involve panels with various
both pro- and

leaders in the community,

DVD’ VHS Sho Its Previews by Nancy Ford

Chris and John’s Road Trip!

= No need to leave town this summer. Stay
home and vicariously enjoy the antics of
8 Chris Carter and John Simpson, here! TV's
8 culture-crashing travel duo, on & cross
couniry trek. Includes six episodes and a
suitcase-full of bonuses. May 5. = 2005
Alluvial (villagelighthouse.com)

Finding Me

@@ The gay black experience is the focus
of this seductive film set in New York
m City. Specifically, it focuses on one gay
black man coming to terms with his
father's homophobia as well as his own
self-loathing. Roger S. Omeus directs. =
2009. TLA Releasing (tlareleasing.com)

gypt, We're so GLAAD Parvez Sharma (l) and Sandi Simcha
* DuBowski received the award for Qutstanding Decumentary

for A Jihad for Love at the 20th Annual GLAAD Media Awards
in New Yark, March 28.

.'lIJI.ij._'il}. Houston was the second 2top on

his grueling tour of 35 cities
Most filmmakers don’t follow a documen-
tary around. What inspired you to do it?

I'm implementing a grassroots distribution

Fun in Girl Shorts 2
é"“‘” Here we have Frameline's secand compi-
lation of seven top leshian short films—al-
most half of which, oddly, are directed by
men. Includes Nicole Brending's hysterical
Operated by Invisible Hands, which won
. a slew of queer film fest awards. = 2009,
Strand Releasing (strandreleasing.com)

LUK Your Idols
e ive years in the making, LLIK (not a typo)
f‘“‘o_‘_.'- examines the 1980s-era underground
- scene of New York City, featuring footage
of and interviews with Senic Youth, But-
thole Surfers, Foetus, Bruce Labruce, and
8 other icons of the day. Angelique Bosio
directs. » 2007. MVD Visual (mvdb2b.com). B

of this film. Onee filmmakers get dis-
tribution, they feel that their job is
done, but I actually feel that onee you
get distribution, that’s when you have
to work the hardest. . . . [ have the re
sponsibility to make sure people leave
the darkened theater with something
quite profound, with guestions, and
maybe with some answers, and a re-

newed feeling to change things.

Were you first filmmaker or activist?
| was first a filmmaker but, in mak-
ing this documentary, 1 also realized
[ was an activist. I believe very fun-
damentally that films are the most
potent tool for social chs 1inge, because
people engage with cinema like they
engage with nothing else. | want to
milk the medium as much as I can
to ereate debate and change around
religion and homosexuality. For me,
some of our last and most bitter
battles are going to be fought on the

frontlines of religion

You confront your own religion, Islam.
How did you do it with such grace?
Look, you're not going to get any kind

of religious opinion coming from the pope

saying homosexuality is okay. When you're

battling homophobia in religious communi

ties, you have to work with respect and you
have to work very slowly. You ean't present
theological arguments with contempt. You

|1 ve to present it to [It"l']‘!l' W i[ nin I‘I'l'.!fl'_li:.*
orthodoxies with this idea that our stores
are about people being denied love.

These days, “jihad” is related to terror-
ists, and you even mentioned that some
of your financial backers asked the word
be removed from the title. Why did you
fight to keep it there?

I thought it would b
the word (which America incorrectly trans-
lates as only meaning “religious war”) and
“Jihad” en-

amazing to take

put it next to the word love

tering the minds of audience members as

an internal struggle, at least how my film

deseribes it, is a huge victory for me.

This film took forever to make, right?

It took over my entire identity for six years.
We had 400 hours of film in nine lan

puages, [ started editing in February 2006

and finished August 2007. [The current
edition is almost 90 minutes, but many ad-

ditional takes are included in the DVD,]

Whose story of those you filmed touched
you the most?

Mazen [an Egyptian imprisoned and tor-
tured along with 52 other men in 2001
when government officials raided a gay
club, He won asylum in France, where for
1 while, he lived homeless and sometimes
dirt poor]. I felt Mazen's anguish in the pit
of my stomach. I have held him while he
eried for hours. . I don’t know any gay
person who has gone through that intense

pain for being a gay person

Has that divided the American gay population?
Even this minority has divided itself into
based

minorities and judges one another

on skin color or what you look like I
would want every gay man 1n every gay bar
to come and see this film, to see that it is
|;n:—,-il|]{- to be religious and gay, to see that

it is possible to be a victim of torture.

A Jihad for Love DVD: English and Arabi
with E thtitles, From First Run Fea-

tures (f runfeatures.com)

author Billie Willmon
of OQutSmart.

Lewgh Bell talhs to

Jenkin in this rssu

Robert

Snellgrove

lcsw

Counselor +

Psychotherapist

713.522.7014

\\'Ww,rubt[tincngru\'c.com

4200 MONTROSE - SUITE 540

ter chlcersm)ﬂ DOM, L.Ac.,

18 1

B Etl‘gr?i Dipl. C.H., Dipl. Ac.

Acupuncture and Chinese

Herbs

Licensed by the Texas Medical Board

Specializing in:

* Pain Management * Smoking Cessatior

« Women's Health  « Alcohol & Drug

FREE CONSULTATIONS

By appointment only

Sand Dollar Aut_oPIex

adway Galveston TX 77554
711 Tall Free 800- 299-5711

snz”ﬁ'

\YOURI{ONE! SHOP!

Since the hurricane, we have condensed
all franchises into one building at 8020
Broadway. | can now sell all New GM
products, Honda, Hyundai, Chrysler,
Dodge, Jeep, Ford, Toyota & Scion, and
virtually any used car.

on

Addictions

832-767-9025

3206 White Oak Dr. « Houston, TX 77007
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Contact John Iilagy
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GrooveQut
by Gregg Shapiro

ndigo Girls fans who have been wait-
Iin.ﬂ, longer than usual te hear from the
out duo of Amy Ray and Emily Saliers
will find their patience rewarded with

not one, but two, CDs on the band’s latest

Fosetddon and the Bitter H.‘a..'\' (IG Record-

ings/Vanguard). The first release on their
very own imprint, Poseidon and the Bitter
Bug consists of a band disc and an acoustie
disc, with the song order different on each.
As usual, Ray and Saliers each

wrote songs for this album and

they alternate performing each

other’s compositions, including
standouts “Digging for a Dream,”
“Driver Education,” *I'll Change,”
“Second Time Around,” and “What Are You
Like?” I spoke with Saliers shortly before

the release of the album.

Gregg Shapiro: | want to begin by congratu-
lating you on becoming a music mogul ...
Emily Saliers: [Laughs

. . . creating your record label IG Records
with Amy Ray. How does it feel to be the
head of a record label?

Well, 1 ll'ﬂ'l:lllll_'. don't feel like any kind of

mogul, I'll tell you that. I just think that
weve come full cirele. We had a ong i:|,‘|.."_‘,
with Epic Records that, especially in thi

beginning and up through at least midway

GrooveOQut Shorts ;;/ir 7™

Ling
Life Goes On

Ling began her musical career at
93, legitimizing that familiar cliche
‘better late than never.” Rich tones
and sparkling harmonies, especially
on the title tune, make us want to go
camping. Womyn's music superstar
June Millington (Fanny), who contributes crystal bass
lines, produces. Self-released (lingmusic.com)

Dolly Parton

9 to 5 and Odd Jobs
Timed to coincide with Broadway's
3 to 5: The Musical, our favorite

double-D-cup pal offers up a reissue
of one of her top albums. Amateur
vocalists will enjoy the included ka

racke mix of "9 to 5." RCA Nashville/
Legacy (legacyrecordings.com),

88 MAY 2009 OutSmar

AN INDIGO GIRL

An interview with Emily Saliers

. R

o ——

You go, girls: Emily Saliers of the
Indige Girls says, “We certainly
concentrate on queer issues, but
also on environmental activism?
The Indigo Girls grace Houston it's
with a concert on Friday, May 22,

rely ]'l‘“(l'lL'tJ"-".' and
cooperative. And then it just
ran its course. Then | was
in the state of mind where |
thought we'd go smaller with
a label, but .'I;:I_'\'E‘\' there was
still a label out there that has enough re
SOUrces -1i!i| creative ideas that can take us
to the next level. . .

Amy would have gone
independent after Epie—t

that day, she was

ready. | was thinking, let’s give this one mor
shot. We went with Hollywood [Records] and

were so excited to have us, blah blah

Stevie Nicks

The Soundstage Sessions

The years can't diminish the former
Fleetwood Mac frontdiva's talent
as she proves with this collection
of her finest hits. Recorded in 2007
at Chicago, with an acco
DVD, this COD marks Nicks’ first solo
live outing. The lush version of “Landslide” is abso
lutely transporting. Reprise Records (warnerbrothers
records.cam).

anying

Sarah Brightman

Symphony—Live in Vienna

This CD/DVD package provides a
double dose of the perfectly pitched
soprano’'s PBS special recorded
at the resplendent Stephansdome
Cathedral. Contains fan favorites,
‘Phantom of the Opera,” "Pie Jesu,”
and “Time to Say Goodbye," and an interview with Bright-
man. Manhattan Records (manhattanrecords.com). B

at the Verizon Wireless Theater.
Tickets: B77/598-6671.

blah blah blah. And that panned out to
be nothing, just empty promises, [and)]
it didn’t work. We were happy that they
dropped us and we're very happy to have
evervthing under our control. We have a
very good relationship with our distribut

ing eompany Vanguard.

Vanguard Records is a label with a long
history in the folk and political-activist
music realm, signing artists such as The
Weavers, Paul Robeson, Buffy Sainte-
Marie, and loan Baez.

There is a lot of cache to being associ-
ated with that group of people. And the
head of the label and distribution is a
music guy. They're mugie people. We met
some of the staff and you
just know when people
love music and thev're
not just bullshitters. And
1 distribution deal:
they're not our record
company. But they are in
L'”U!”'[‘.I‘.."n W |t!| us to fFet
the music out there as creatively and quickly
as ;!t"-*“”' Thev're willing to work with us
and it’s a really good relationship.

Do you think there is any significance that
this new disc is being released 20 years
after your Epic debut?

| think that's just the timing, reallv, Our ca-
reers have had a sort of mysterious bet to it.
If you t

each other since elementary school. We ended

hink about it, Amy and I have knowr

up in high school chorus together as pals and
then began playing together Then we both
transferred back to the same university in
Atlanta without telling the other one. It's
kind of like we were destined to share some
sort of path

The fact that it's come full cirele to inde
pendence at a time when independence is
the best way to get your music out there—I
just feel like Amy and [ have been extremely

fortunate the whole way.

There were three years between Despite
Our Differences and Poseidon and the
Bitter Bug. Were your songs written over
the course of that time or during a more
concentrated period leading up to the re-
cording of the disc?

For me, it was more like that. For Amy, she

perfect sound...

for any budget.

NHT is known for high performance
bookshelf speakers. Prior to creating
what is widely considered to be the best
speaker pair under *1000, they also designed
what many hail as the perfect sounding speaker.
Come in to see or hear these beautiful products
and grab once in a lifetime deals on several items
from this world renowned company. Many products are
available at prices from *450 and all are at least

30 to 65% off while supplies last.

exclusively available in Texas through

7300 Southwest Frwy. avdesignshouston.com 713-T76-8444

4 miles from the Galleria Bellaire exit next to Custom Car Stereo

MAY EVENTS

WET T-SHIRT/ WET BOXER
CONTEST
SATURDAY MAY 9TH, 2009

267 4670

-H62

2631 White Oak @ Studewood in the Heights | 713-B6! 5
THE ONLY SAY-OWNED avo FAY-FRIENDL
BEER [OUNIE iCE #OUSE iN HOUST OH{

TAURUS PARTY
(GET IN FREE IF YOU ARE A TAURUS)

FRIDAY MAY 15TH, 2009

BATTLE OF THE EX’S

AN OIL WRESTLING EVENTS
SATURDAY MAY 16TH, 2009

oo IF YOU

Ri y TO MINGLE
SATURDAY MAY 23RD, 2009

ADAM/EDEN

522 Nasa Rd. 1 Webster, Texas 77598

or More Info: 281-5E

Monday Night Specials — 75¢ Lone Star Draft
~ Dog-friendly dogs are always welcome
Look for The Trail Mix Cafe coming soon!
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FAB & FNE & FUN ARRIVALS DALY!

120,000 sq. fE. of Shopping
Huge Variety of American, o‘)en s da VS

TOam-6pm

African, English, French,
Continental, Indian,
Oriental & Architectural
Furniture & Decorative

Accessories, as well as
an Amazing
Selection of Collectibles!

Wa Buy Anﬂqun
Showcase Gallery
Fine Jewelry Appraisal
Porcelain Restoration
Oniental Rug Restoration
Gift Certificates
Dealer ‘)'pacc ’\.vaﬂﬂblc L

4 1001 West Loop North

AN TIQ'[]'E @ O1d Katy Road

Houston, TX 77055
CENTER OF TEXAS 'l
TEXAS' LARGEST

1-866-714-9139 toll free
www.antiquecenteroftexas.com & www.antiquecenteroftexas.net
email: ctantiquecenter@yahoo.com

Family Law..---......
bya Family Member

o Criminal e DWI
* Small Business * Bankruptcy
» Same Sex Partner Issues

Jim Evans
281/542-75(

Law Office of David L. Froneberger, PC.
444 W, Pasadena Blvd,, Suite A / Deer

& B ® ww
. L L
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continued from page B8

had been writing her songs over the course
of time, But I had a really bad writer’s bloek
this time around.

We actually made this record last spring
[2008], almost a year ago, which is very un-
usual for us to sit on a record this long. But
we were putting everything together—our
plan for being on our own and for signing
with Vanguard for distribution—and we
didn’t want to release it in the horribly com-
petitive fall gquarter.
compete with anybody else of a certain ech-

Not that we couldn’t

elon in terms of sales or whatever, but we
thought, let’s just wait until the time feels

right to release it. . ..

How many songs did you each have to
choose from that were whittled down to
the five each on the first disc?

[Laughs| For me, 1 wrote five songs and [
got five songs on the record. I think Amy
had one or two extra. Sometimes she decides
between what is going to be an Indigo Girls
song and what is going to be a solo Amy Ray
song. She's more prolific than T am, so she’s
got a whole treasure-chest full of songs from
which to choose,

Poseidon and the Bitter Bug is a double
disc set, with band and acoustic discs. Was
that always the intention?
It was an idea that the producer, Mitchell
Froom, had, and it struck us as a very good
idea from the beginning. . . .

The album is titled Poseidon and The Bitter
Bug. "Poseidon” is mentioned in the song
“Fleet of Hope” and the “bitter bug” is
mentioned in “Second Time Around!” How
did you come up with title?

Again, all credit goes to Mitchell Froom
Haughs]. We were sitting around in my house
one day actually doing arrangement ideas
and preproduction and just jamming on the
songs together. He said, “You should call the
record Poseidon and the Bitter Bug,” and he
looked like he was making a joke. And we all
laughed and thought it was funny. But then
as time went on, the title stuck with us. I like
the fact that it's a lyric of hers and a lyric of
mine, and that it's got a certain \\']!ir:l*l\.' to
it that you can't exactly put your finger on.
| think that best expressed what was going
on on the record.

I mentioned “Fleet of Hope” which has an
aquatic theme. But there's also a sadness
to it, which also comes through on “Love
of Our Lives!

My songs are a bit world-weary on this re
cord, I think, more so than any other group of

songs on any other record for me. It was my
state of mind when I was writing. We were
still in the throes of the Bush administra-

tion. I mean, how —king depressing is that?
It was hard to have hope politically. All my
friends broke up. I came out of a long-term
J‘E"lH[E[lﬂ.“h]lL S0 [hi'rt' was a tll! 1|t Hill'i“l"}"ﬁ.

interpersanally. . .

Another out performer, Missy Higgins, can
be heard on a couple of tracks. How did
that come about?
Laughs| Mitchell Froom again! He produced
her latest record. He was like, "Misgsy's in
town, wouldn't it be great if she came out
" We hadn’t even heard her before, to be
honest. He brought in her CD and played
us some tracks, and we were like, “Oh my
God!” She has an incredible voice and a great
sensibility. . .

A lot has happened in the past year. You
mentioned coming out of the Bush era. Both
musically and on an activist level, both you
and Amy have made a point of being out
there. Would it be fair to say that in addition
to your role as a musician, your activist side
got a workout during recent events, includ-
ing the 2008 presidential election and gay
marriage issues such as Prop. 87

| wouldn’t say that it got a workout. We're al-
ways interested in what's going on out there,
try to keep our finger on the pulse. Prop. 8
was a huge disappointment, a heartbreaker,
I thought it was going to go the other way.
Everybody who had hoped it would go the
other way really believed it. We had such
mixed emotions because of the combination of
Obama’s victory and that happening in Cali-
fornia. It was difficult to deseribe. [ think you
know what [ mean and I think a lot of queer
people do. It's hard to feel two diametrically
opposed emoftions at the same time, That was
challenging for a lot of people I know. As far
as our activism, we certainly concentrate
on queer issues, but also on environmental
activism, especially through the indigenous
lens, so we work with a group ealled Honor
the Earth, and we're in the communities
where they're fighting for solar power and
wind projects and alternative energy proj-
ects, rather than coal fire and nuclear energy
plants and nuclear waste dumping. That’s the

thrust of our activism. We like to be aware of

\\ll tt 5 going on out ||}E'H' :1.]1(1 see Ii we can

lend a helping hand

Read more of this interview with Emily
Saliers at outsmartmagazine.com,
Gregg Shapiro is a past recipient of the annual
OutMeusic award that recognizes contributions
hy non-musicians in furthering the work of
GLBT performers.

NEW IN THE HEIGHTS!

Downtown Views
& Garage Parking

Stainless Steel
ghAppliances

- True Self Transitions
A Program for Personal Growth

Counseling for
“ Individuals

Enod Gray, LCSW, CSAT
4200 Montrose Bivd, #540.  Houston, Texas 77006

www. trueselftransitions.com
fOne of the BesiTherapists
7135270 a6 a OulSmar! Readers’ Choce - 2008

Specializing in sexual addiction, codependency, trauma recovery & family of origin issues.

< Couples * ** Families % Groups:
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ReadQut

by Leigh Bell

PERFECTING PARENTHOOD

When her gay son came oul, this right-leaning mom did the right thing

ecades before Billie Willmon
Jenkin learned one of her two sons
was gay, she often told them a

tale of “The Knock-Kneed Cowboy.” It’s a
yvarn the mother/schoolteacher had been
weaving for a while

The knock-kneed cowbaoy loathed
and scorned his come-together legs,
desperately wishing them bowlegged, like
the other cowboys in town. When Jenkin
told the story to her young sons some 30
years ago, 10 the solitude of their West
Texas ranch, that knocl-kneed eowboy got
his bowed legs, by goodness. But things
seemed simpler back then.

Jenkin painted life with a religious-

ReadOut Shorts

Mommy, Mama, and Me

Lesléa Newman

Tricycle Press (tricyclepress.com)

FOMPMY, MAMA, and i Good children’s books should lull

them to sleep. And | mean that in

" r,‘ a good way. Here, the author of

i Heather Has Two Mommies gives us

; a story with a rhythmic, soparific,

beat that shows all the warmth

and fun of a healthy family that just happens to have

two mothers. Perfectly illustrated by Carel Thompson,

this one is a perfect gift for a baby shower or a lover of
children’s books. —Review: Angel Curtis
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Author Billie Willmon
Jenkin sitting on the
front parch of her
son's house in Mon-
trose. Inser: Jenkin's
book, The Knock-
Kneed Cowboy.

right brush,
drawing a box to
fit her behiefs nice
and neat. She
attended church
where others

felt the same:

don't question,
don't ask. And
homosexuals? They could be “healed” with
enough prayer and devotion. Jenkin would
later refer to that religious community as
“judgmental™ and “straight-laced.”

“I raised my boys with those same

views, thinking I was protecting them,”
Jenkin said, during a talk at a recent

o = —_—— e—

Out at the Movies

Steven Paul Davies

Kamera Books (kamerabooks.com)

Out at the Movies, with a foreword by
Simon Callow, covers pay filmmakers
and actors, their influence within the
industry, the most iconic scenes from
gay cinema, and the most memaorable
dialogue from key films. With a sub-
i title like “A History of Gay Cinema,”
Out at the Movies should be more comprehensive, but
it's simply not as memorable as The Gellulaid Closat, the
classic by Vito Russo. —Review: Troy Carrington

DUT AT THE MOVIES

Houston PFLAG (Parents, Families &
Friends of Lesbians and Gays) meeting,
She is now an active member of the group.
“This is what I knew.”

Today the oldest boy, Rusty Willmon,
is 37 and his younger brother, Trent
Willmon, iz 36. When Jenkin was raising
them, she most feared, “more than
anything, except them getting killed in a
car accident or something, was that they'd
be pay.”

What do they say about our greatest
fears? The boys grew up, and although
Jenkin didn’t know it, her oldest son,
Rusty, was homosexual. He silently feared
damnation and shamefully prayed for
God to make him straight—much like the
knock-kneed cowboy wished for bowed
legs, late in the dark of night. Neither
wanted to live with their reality.

Rusty had seriously considered
suicide—more than once. Nobody knew.
Not his father, not his mother. No one. Life
went on

The boys moved out and into their own
lives. Jenkin and her husband eventually
divorced after 25 years of marriage. She
moved off the ranch and, albeit more
slowly, away from the religious right.
Then, Jenkin began suspecting Rusty
might be gay. What kind of good-looking,
charming guy rarely dated or even
mentioned girls?

In what Jenkin ]ater admits wasn’t the
best judgment, she asked her youngest
son, Trent, if his brother wasg gay. Trent
told the truth. That was 16 years ago. —=*

Hollywood's Tennessee: The Williams

Films and Postwar America

R. Barton Palmer and William Robert Bray

University of Texas Press (utexas.edu/ulpress)

~~ The cover of this relatively small (6x9
Uw ', inches, 344 pages) and rather expensive

§ ($60 hardcover) book reveals a bit of the

advertising campaign used for the 1956

film Baby Dall, a film Tennessee Williams

and Elia Kazan patched together from

a couple of one-act Williams plays, The

image, highly shocking then, depicted a very young Car-

roll Baker sucking her thumb while reclining in a crib. —

Understanding & Securing Love Relationships

Relationship Workshops for Gay Men and Lesbians

We long for, and ave genctically programvmed to searvch for secure, primary velationships

Singles Workshops

* Become attracted to more appropriate partners.
» Identify and overcome what has kept you single.

Couples Workshops

satisfaction and seeurity

Gay Couples—May 30 & 31, 2009

these workshops will help you suceeed in yowr quest

Choosing the right paviner can be one of life’s most important decisions.

* [improve dating skills and explore ways for meeting better partners,

Imagine a relationship that makes life easier and richer; provides joy,

* |mprove communication and learn to overcome the problem cycle
* Increase compassion and understanding of yourself and your partner
* Restore romance and excitement to your relationship while reducing frustration and blame.

Leshian Couples—upon request

Voted Best Therapist 2003-2008—QutSmart Readers

Tony Carroll. Lcsw

1006 Missouri Street = Houston, Texas 77006

713.527.0000

For more information: www.HoustonTherapist com

(ONSTRUCTION & DESIGN
_.‘iffl' -.],'"f £ 2
], oLt AN iR W o SCH TR W B ; & .;
| FuII Semce (onfrucﬂng i\
Painting Bathroom Remodels |
Maintenance  Kitchen Remodels —
‘ Carpentry Custom Cabinets
Chris Dolan

281-705-2872

DolanConstruction_Houston] (@ comeast.net

@ AUTOMOTIVE
4 4 SERVICE
EXCELLENCE

Ell years nl Experience Sermng tlle Illlrer Ilalls

Monday - Friday 7am - Bpm

1ECH AUTO

MAINTENANCE
J3-863.8255

= State-of-the-Art Automaotive
Repair Facility

* Mechanics Specialize in Both
Import & Domestic Uehicles

* Buality, Reliable and Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

« Centrally Located with Immediate
Access to |-10 and Memarial
Dr/Allen Parkway

* Guaranteed Parts & Services
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NIUURIES & DEATH CASES

THE DOAN

THE ULTIMATE FIGHTING LAW FIRM
AUTO/TRUCK ACCIDENTS
WORK-RELATED INJURIES
PREMISE LIABILITY
CRIMINAL DEFENSE
PROBATE
ESTATE PLANNING
OILFIELD INJURIES
CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS

| PHARMACEUTICAL INJURIES

(713)568-2370

FREE INFI'TAL
CONSULTATION

TheDoanLawFirm.com

Clear Lake
2323 Clear Lzke City Blvd, Ste. 120
Hauston, TX 77062

Legal Assistant A

Heights
540 Heights Bivd, Ste. 360
Houston, TX 77007

24 HR HOTLINE (800)910-FIRM Al Difices by Appointment Only

Greenway
One Greenway Plaze, Ste. 100
Houston, TX 77046

ART KELLER, DC.

Work Injuries Auto Accidents
Sports Injuries Acupuncture

Impairment Ratings

713.781.3344

CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

3033 Chimney Rock at Richmond, Suite 440

PEL LTI @ continued from page 92

At that moment, “All those old
[religious] recordings kicked in,” Jenkin
said. She was in the process of lightening
and widening her religious beliefs,
but those church-talk recordi Ngs were
deeply imbedded and difficult to kick
homosexuals go to hell. The mother’s to
blame. What did the parents do wrong?
The list goes on.

“l didn't understand, but I couldn’t stop

loving Rusty,” she said,

Jenkin did have the benefit of sitting

with the news without Rusty knowing

she knew. She could absorb the idea
a gav son in her own time. But it didn't
take ]ul‘lL‘,‘. Love for Hu_n'_\- overcame those
old recordings. Jenkin wrote him a letter,
expressing her acceptance—no matter
what. She mailed the letter to Rusty’s San
Antonio home, where he In ed with his
then-partner,

She followed with a visit. Over dinner
one night, Rusty told his mother that, yes
he is gay. Jenkin fought off the wedge her
son’s admission might have put in then

relationship, clearly expressing her love

for Rusty. She further proved acceptance
when she and Rusty hit the gay bars later

that night. There, Jenkin met a preacher’s

son whose parents kicked him out when he
came ouf
“That's when my heart really began

turning away from the religious right,’

Jenkin _--:i ‘How could someone who
preac hed about an ‘all-lov ng rod turn
his bac k on his own son? . . . It was
undoing and re ling those tapes and

realizing that there are a lot of things we
don't know, a lot of things yet to learn,”

Jenkin said. “I realized that if —a humar

1 my son unconditionally

¢t Parent would love His

parent-
that a Per
offspring even more.”

[t was a profound thought for a woman
who had lived so long on the right, but like
most realizations do over time, this one
lost its profundity. Jenkin was initially

thankful to overcome those petrified

religious beliefs in order to accept her son's

homosexuality. She was grateful Rusty
had managed the same

“1 became |_-|||'|[|I;:;'-;'||. about where 1

was with Rusty,” she said. ®I was 20 happy
that 1 had bridged something in my mind
to keep loving Rusty, so [ kinda put it
n held.” Kinda like she did the tale of a
knock-kneed cowboy

The next several vears were filled
with renewals and realizations, as Jenkin
came into her own, One of those moments
occurred in a seminar on sett iny_* and

ntinued on page 2

ReadOut Shorts cotinve:

I's maybe one of the more interesting recommendations
for this meticulous, extremely well-researched, and, well,

f from page 92

juite texthooky exploration of 15 or so films adapted
from plays and stories by Williams, who was not merely
one of the greatest American writers, but was also one
of the great gay icons at a time when a spectacle on the
order of RuPaul’s Drag Race was about as likely as the
colonization of Saturn, Early on, the authors let us know
that space imitations prevent them from including much
hack-lot gossipor trivia. Well, there’s always that shot of
Garroll Baker on the cover. —Review: Jack Varsi

Accidental Rebels
Kelly Sinclair
Blue Feather Books (bluefeatherbooks.com)
Felly Shacal Small Texas towns always have gay
{ % ¥ 1 peaple, mostly in hiding. Accidental
| L A J Rebels shows us what happens when the
married gays, the “suspicious” straights,
‘# and the girls no one ever dreamed were
Ace l:ﬂl‘lﬂ gay all come out. Although the writing is
- g a little rocky, this is a wonderful story
ind a solid debut novel, | look forward to the author’s
second book. —Review: A.C

Angel Food and Devil Dogs

Liz Bradhury

Boudica Publishing (boudicapublishing.com)

Liz Bradbury brings us a delightful new
lesbian detective, Maggie Gale (love
the name). Well plotted and fun, this
book might be the best first novel of

the season. Off we go on a delightful
romp, reminiscent of the days when
nirl-detective novels v :"-.m and the
if | f before the

Walking the Perfect Square

Reed Farrel Coleman

Busted Flush Press (bustedflushpress.com)

A college student has disappeared, and

Moe Pager travels to New York's rough-

@ trade ramble to find out what happened.

{' Funny thing, along the way everyone
4 wha should have an interest

this kid gets in the way. In Walking the

Perfect Square, Coleman gives us the full

inding

package—qreal plotting, writing a detective we can
ire about. Once again, Busted Flush Press brings us a

must-have reprint. —Review: A.C.

The Summer Book 2008
Sarah Gish
Gish Creative (thesummerbook.com)

\ Distributed locally, this seventh annual
guide helps children get more out of their
vacation time than a high Wii score. The
Summer Book contains more than 200
listings, including yoga, fencing, cooking,
sports, and countless other presccupa-
tions. —Preview: Nancy Ford B

BREWTON, M.D.

PriMARY CARE for ADULTS

—— A —

WHAT SETS APART
YOuRr PERSONAL PHYSICIAN?

EXPERIENCE: 25 vears of providing care across the spectrum from
Wellness and Prevention to HIV/AIDS

CerTiFICATION: American Academy of HIV Medicine; American
Board of Internal Medicine; Fellow, American College of Physicians

CONVENIENCE: l_'arq.' in-and-out rmigh!mrhund access, free pa.r|-;m;4,
one hour OraQuick® HIV testing, HIV post-exposure
prophylaxis, online services

Communiry Focus: Co-founder, Montrose Clinic; active
volunteer /member, Bering Memorial United Methodist Church

1745 WesT ALAarama, HousTonN TeExas 77098

713-529-9224 | www.garvbrewton.com

BoarD CERTIFIED IN INTERNAL MEDICINE

DIN e

mll gei you in und out in just

SN ® 3701 Kirby | Suite 4
Gef 8 sessions for the price of 6 ©

Call Wayne Davis: 832-338-8091 h {
. " o ——




BlAN HANION

Extra Large

offee-table publishing giant

Taschen is bringing their com-

prehensively artistic expertise
to gay artist Tom of Finland. Where the
straight warld had the bomber-vixen
pin-ups of Vargas or oh-50-'70s new
waves of Magel, we had Tom. Prudes
and moralists have been writing off
Tom (real name Touko Laaksonen)
of Finland's art as nothing more than
homopornegraphy. But in this massive
retrospective of his work, Tom's artistry can be viewed for what it is-a
unique, erotic, and yes, sometimes shocking, exploration of the male
physique, gay fantasy, situational sex, power roles, and influential take
on the pleasure principle. Containing nearly 1,000 images, Tom of
Finland XXL (edited by Dian Hanson, 666 pages, $200) also includes

essays by the likes of cultural critic Camille Paglia, filmmaker John
Waters, author Armistead Maupin, tastemaker Todd Oldham, and
others, making XXL a valuable art history lesson with one of our
own at its lecture’s center. While a bit of a stretch to put Tom in the
same |league as Michelangelo, his often orgiastic, and infamously
generous renderings of the human form cannot be written off as
simple porn. Get past your initial shock (or arousal), and you realize
that many of these images are clever contempeorary recreations of,
say a 17th-century levee, with courtesans now recast as sail-

ors, pumped up on sex, power, and steroids; or Mona Lisaas a
smoldering, lantern-jawed GQ coverboy. Sex isn't degrading as

de Sade saw it, but a pleasurable exploration on the world of role
play, sexual subordination as liberation. There's an old argument
that says “you'll knew porn when you see it." But writing off Tom

of Finland as a dirty-minded fag who could draw is like shorthand-
ing Hugh Hefner as a creepy old man whao beds triplets. And of

the two, it's Finland who's having his legacy lauded by a powerful
publishing company and hyper-cool cultural pundits, not turned into
punchline on E! —Steven Foster

wed from
8

Pop Goes the World

No, it's a sweet and charming Walt Disney
version of it, It's a Pixar version.

| just watched the animated video for Yes’
first single, “Love Etc."” The graphics are
completely trippy.

It’s by this Dutch guy, Martijn van Dam. He's
got such a strong graphic style. We found it
quite psychedelic, It was the quickest video
shoot we ever did—it took about 4'/: minutes

[for each of us].

What artists are you listening to these days,
and do you like the new wave of synthy pop
from Australia and New Zealand like Lady-
hawke and Empire of the Sun?

Yes. I particularly love “My Delirium” by Lady-
hawke. Empire have got one really good gong,
but I'm worried they look like MGMT clones.

What songs would you put on a mix tape or
iTunes playlist today?

What configuration or personality am I ap-
pealing to? |Laughs] I'll tell you what—as
my computer’s in front of me, we'll do three
different configurations. Here's one called Roll
on Babe: “Roll on Babe™ by Vetiva. “Baby I'm-a
Want You” by Bread. “Against All Odds"™ by
Phil Collins. I know people slag off Phil, but
it’s a f--king amazing song. Here's a playlist
called Biteh: Do you know the series Sum-
mer Heights High? Well, the first track is
Mr. G's “Naughty Girl (Paul Mac's Extended
Mix)." “*Do I Look Like a Slut” by Avenue D.
“Munchausen” by No Bra—it's a London duo.
“C'est Beau La Bourgeoisie” by Discobiteh.
“Filthy Heteros™ by Tom Stefan. My final
mix is going to be New Quiet, a mix of Max
Richter, Johann Jéhannsson's Fordlandia, my
favorite album of the vear so far, and, slightly
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worryingly, the Norwegian Arve Henriksen
who does ambient jazz.

Let's talk current events. How do you feel
abut the way Boy George, who was sen-
tenced to 15 months imprisonment in Janu-
ary, has been treated?

I probably don't know enough about the case,
but I think it's weird. Okay, Boy George and his
pal have phoned up a rent boy. He'’s come over,
and l.|'1l-_\"\=-.= all done coke li:l;q.'-lh!’!'. B W l:-.'HT'l__’r
[handeuffs] him to the wall or something, so
insubstantial he's able to pull them off the
wall anyway, and rushes out into the street.
This guy has obviously been frightened by Boy
George. What amazes me is this guy in court
gives his version of events when he was doing
coke. I'm not a huge expert on this, but [ think
coke makes people paranoid, Doesn't it?

Gee, where'd you hear that?

That's what I've heard. I think I've even wit-
nessed it before. So 1 think it's a bit weird. And
then George, [ thought he would get two weeks
or something, goes to jail for [15 months|?

Will you visit him in the clink?

“Well I don’t know him well enough to do that.
Sono. | do know him but I don’t think he needs
a visit from Neil Tennant.”

Do you Twitter? Or Facebook?

We Twitter, yeah. I think Facebook is sinis-
ter beeause you get a network of friends and
allow people to see who all your friends are.
But Twitter I like. It may become tedious
quite quickly, but it’s a fun thing. You look
at Pet Shop Boys on Twitter and you will see

the empty plate after I've eaten risotto for

lunch today.

Isn’t Twitter fantastic for celebrities and

public figures because it eliminates the
need to stalk somebody? Why wait outside
someone's house when you can get an actual
look inside it, and know everything happen-
ing, via Twitter?

I never thought of that, that's quite clever,
It’s a very good point, 1 like it. Stalking 1s
outdated!

Personal life—are you dating or single?
I dont comment on those things, it's personal

Well, are you happy?
Um ... yeah, pretty happy. Reasonably happy.
[ don't think you should ever be too satisfied

with what'’s going on.

I'm going to be in London for two weeks in June.
Any restaurants you would recommend?
Do you eat meat?

I do.

Well, congratulations. My favorite restaurant
is called St. John at 26 St. John Street. [An-
other one is] Greal Queen Street, at 32 Great
Queen Street in Convent Garden for great
English food. If you want vegetarian, there's
a good one in Soho. I'm a meat-eating vegetar-
ian, really. I like vegetarian food. I have my
theory that vegetarians don't like vegetables.
If you've got vegetarian friends, momitor their
diet and see if they eat anything apart from
starch, eggs, and dairy. They're not eating
the salad. Not eating the spinach. They're ad-
dicted to r:1r!'mh_\'ril';':tt‘:-i. '1'|1t'-l'_«"r'¢=' ha\'ing rice,
pasta, polenta, eggs, cheese. A cheese omelet
and French fries is a vegetarian meal. Hold
the salad, by the way! [Laughs] I'm mildly
ohsessed by this, It's the meat eaters who keep

the vegetables going., W

Lawrence Ferber is u freelance writer and a
frequent contributor to QutSmart.

nﬂldout confinued from page 94

achieving goals, in which Jenkin was
inspired to complete her children's book,
The Knock-Kneed Cowboy, the story

she told her boys decades ago. She was
working on that when Jenkin got a wake-
up call. Rusty forwarded her an e-mail

he had written to a mother struggling
with her son's homosexuality. In the
e-mail to this woman, Rusty stressed the
importance of acceptance and underscored
his point by admitting he waltzed with
suicide. He related how he had courted the
notion as a teenager wrestling with his
sexuality and what others—God, parents,
friends—would think. Twice Rusty had
knives at his wrist and once had a shotgun
in his mouth, he wrote. He danced cheek
to cheek with death.

Reading that e-mail, Jenkin realized
that “my words. my attitude, were at the
heart of that. Yes, he got them from his
peers, too, but it started with me.”

She was shocked—shocked that Rusty
was in such turmoil and she had no 1dea,
shocked by the number of kids who must
experience what Rusty did growing up.
Jenkin's knowledge of her son’s inner-
tussle brought her to a deeper acceptance
not only of her son, but of herself and of
the world. From that e-mail, Jenkin found
her own purpose: accepting herself and
helping others do the same

“If we're okay at the core of our being,
we're off to a good start,” she said. "And if
we see others with compassion, even those
who we think are so different from us,
then we do ourselves a big favor.”

Acceptance of self and others is now a
mission for Jemkin. A self-proclaimed “self-
acceptance guru,” she gives influential
speeches on acceptance throughout Texas
and has written sections in collaborative,
inspirational books, including Wake Up
Women and Wake Up Moments.

At the heart of her mission, she Says,
is “how my life turned around through my
embracing Rusty being gay.” And so did
that story, “The Knock-Kneed Cowboy.”

Jenkin completed and published the book,

but the conclusion has changed since she
spoke the tale to her young bovys. The
knock-kneed cowboy doesn't get his bowed
legs. Instead, he learns to love his knock-
kneed-ness, eventually embracing it.

Wake Up Women, Wake Up Momenis, and
The Knock-Kneed Cowboy, as well as more
information on Jenkin and her cause, can
be found at empoweringforchange.com.

Letgh Bell wrote about PFLAG Houston for the
\pril issue of OutSmart magazine

Plumbing &
Home Services

Plumbing
Heating

"'| Air Conditioning
- Appliance Repair

f

' BBB congratulates
Village Plumbing &
Home Services for

being named a Winner
of Distinction,
3 yearsinarow. | )

I Tankless Is Green™

M el T Siop A Thare”

KOHLER. ‘ﬁiﬂpcgg_l

u’\l'- \

} Westinghouse

713.224.drip (3747)

5403 Kirby at Sunset Blvd.
www.villageplumbing.com

\

s‘lmana'

. .'S'l'.u':wrt-.)'ori:'l, Hours:
(M-F) 8 AM to 6 PM

(Sat) 9 AM to 5 PM

Steve Melton MS, LPC, LMFT

Psychotherapist/Counselor

Evening and Weekend Appoin

* Anxiety * Gay/Lesbian Issues
* Depression

* Addiction

* Relationships
* Self Esteem

713.560.6496
4617 Montrose, Suite C206
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o ]. Sun, May 17 2 om, in train slab
2700 Bay Are -H.-! I

Jl wuke md’ 5 my :

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING:
2 few lines of info about your event; date/time; cost;
location/address; arganization name; and two phone
numbers-one for OuiSmort to reach you for guestions
and one for CutSmart readers 1o gel more mio on your
event. E-man ivFo 1o calendar @ outsmartmagazine
com. Maic o ro: OutSmart Magazine, 2406 Audubon
Place, Houston, TX 77006, Fax mvre ra: 714/522-5275.
NO LISTINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE
DEADLINE DATE—5 P.M., SATURDAY, MAY 9.
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History Revisited

Theatre New West returns to holocaust theme

Director Joe Watts says Taavi Mark (1) and Lance Marshall deliver “some
shattering scenes” in Theatre New West's production of Dan Clancy’s
The Timekeepers. “What has to happen is the actor must take the
scenes to the depth that the character would” Watts says. "In not doing
so, the actor and the production would be cheating the audience of that
emotional experience, regardless of how it affects the actor”

PERFORMING ARTS _ ...,

et houstongrandopera.drg, 7

Fm‘l"er on ue Roof.

MAY 2009 OutSmart

an Clancy’s The Timekeepers, presented by Theatre

New West in collaboration with Holocaust Mu-

seum Houston, 1s a psychodrama focusing on the
relationship between two inmates of a World War 11 Nazi
concentration camp.

TNW founder and play’s director, Joe Watts, hopes this
production is as warmly embraced as his 2004 and 2006
sold-out productions of Bent, Martin Sherman'’s psycho-
drama focusing on the relationship between two inmates of
a World War 11 Nazi concentration camp.

“Bent came about when | read Holocaust Museum
Houston was going to have an exhibit titled ‘Persecution of
Homosexuals in Nazi Germany,” Watts says, “I talked to
them about how perfect it would be to do Bent there during
the exhibit, and thev loved the idea. The rest, as they say,
is history—in more ways than one.”

The museum is a beneficiary of this production. Runs
through May 23 (Thursdays at 7:30 p.m., Saturdays
at 8 p.m., and Sunday, May 17, at 6 p.m. No perfor-
mance May 2). 5401 Caroline St. Tickets: $20. Details:
T713/522-2204. —Nancy Ford

itdoar Thaatre in Hermann Park. Free. Info: 281/37

oL eroutdoortheatre com
Houston Ballet s Sprmg Heper!nr'\r Prngram gatures

!emf.ﬂea Ténﬁr
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Quality Dentistry

One Patient at a Time!

OGAN

DI»5., P.A.
COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

invisalign’

530 Waugh Dr.
Houston TX 77019
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% \Om Smart Maqa* ne 2008 Readers’ Choice Awards

. Best Margarita U
' Best Mexican Restaurant
Best Restaurant
for People Watching
One of the Best Restaurants
for Outdoor Dining

2111 Westheimer at Sheperd 713-528-1468
cafeadobe.com

Pam Francis, known for her celebrity photographs nationwide,
can make your pet look like a celebrity, too. Just bring your
pet, or your whole family to her studio.

2 “\'L‘]t‘ Park, Houston T7000

sad. 1072

$200. 00{ L5

www, pamirancis.com

A .'HJ' 3 10-5 You will walk away with disks
Sunday A .’:E)' 17 10-5§ full of beautiful, flunny, precious
June 7 10-5 photas of those you love

Finally, a Proven Body Transformatien Program

= 281667.3648
1987W TG Jester Bivd
www.Body3ht.com

Lo

FITNESS €

That Works in only 12 weeks
100% Money Back Guarantee

Come In and Give Us a Try.. FREE... Consultation and 2
PrwteTmmngSnf;um Limited Time Slots A

w clienfs only
$TS R

Tom lackohs, Owner
He knows how lo
do it, because he

did it himsell.

Visit: www.Body3Fit.com and download
your FREE report

TRUTH about Weight Loss
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by Nancy Ford

ITS ALL ABOUT THE LOVE. !
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Amy Blokemore: Photographs 1988-2008. |
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PROTECTING YOUR PARTNERSHIP
The %than Law Firm

A Professional Corporation

Board Certified in Consumer and Commercial Law
by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization™
Charles MR, Viethan, Esg*

= Protecting Assets m Alternative
Lifestyle Relationships

« Partnership and Business Planning

» Divoree and Family Law for
Same Sex Purtners
= Medical and Financial Powers of Attorney

* Contracts & Commercial Transacations
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artleaguel 7 5523 Ha B ; A F -
\.I'\.I"eekh..r (Sun Wed Sat )
DA".Y Love and Rackets. Tennis players and enthusi

Houston's PREMTER

6= Q[Wed Sat) Handyman Service
Hco Chorus J'-hldltmns Waortham Theater Center, 5 1

OutSmart Readers'
Choice Award 07 L 08

Blweekly (2nd & 4th Wed ) :

5 Voted Best rus Audiions 1 L
Y Hairstylist i falramscorsbysopesaibe sy  dvese e s woren of l rofssion I..i" H ouston
. info. houstongrandopera.org e

7 (Thurs.)

‘Honev Do

Biweekly (2Znd & 4th Fri. } Ca!mrﬂ‘ nf.l'h,- Amemus Fram Pwr.!o.n‘h to Porter

Ask about our SCULPTURE!

Tr&nsgender Bud:llllst M!dltﬂllﬂﬂ Granp il Info washington.co B
tional Theravada Buddhist vipa | f North American jazz clubs,  joelewis.co www.houstonhonevdo.com
lrar e '-, ter. 71 I infe i3 I PERICH 9 (Sat.) '
! 1586 or transhoust Wus f Houston Art (al Parade 5 3 roadsid if miobile 3
Semlmonlhll,..r (2nd Tues & 4th Sat. ) Mode .8 pmat s artworks. See oid favonites and.new creat bt d.P. Etl]nger, MBA
F'EM TG Support Gruup ome Transgenders Are Guys is 1/ sphion witl : zeaus. Fre Houst :
T HEEA Sl T fallaws: th w. Ticks 0. €10 studi \perioamerica llen Parkway at Bagby ang tml QOwner, Business Manger
Juals, q 113/965-459] 'IO (Sun)
i 'I 8. 2 (Frl & Sat) J'”'rmnfode.ffempo by ope ._I. Mathew Dirst, capt (28].) 546-3637
" " The Gold tells  povert follows the life jou i3 0 s musical battle of wills betweer
Appointments transhouston.com ney of Joseph Cahen, a mal i Beauty and Pleasure. 531.25-341.25. 5 pm. Zilkna fiall, Hobby dp@houstonhoneydo.com
f & Walk Ins OK! Monthly (2nd Tues.) the Nazi regime and the formation of the sta e rming A 0 Bagby. Info: arslyricahoust
\ Free Legal (nnsullatlons for nnvone wnth NIWMDS it the 19 ympic Games in Mumich, Free, but bekets required A UL = A a nmn'l:: Tﬂbul.'e - Hosa
: nc. (AFH i€ | for seating. 8 pm, Miller Outdoor Theaire, 100 Concert Dr, Info ose Among Thorns: A Dr
515 Westheimer 713 524-7858 _ o i ) e i parks 17 g.[. boyinc s
W www.hairsalonhouston.com R LR eir 1aT Pt rars st (s o Tner: Rarti At . it HiR 1.2 & 3 (Fri., Sat. & Sun.) oo st Rl el o
Muoa. = Fri. 10am - 7Tam | Sal. 10am - Gpm | Sun, Closed 781/494-904R fany act recommended vhen Ho'oponopono with Sondra Ray. Hawai tual proce t .'|--_.- The one-woman show has received rave reviews. —*

“our Nelghbaorheee
anely; Man®

Interior/Exterior Painting

SunsetBodyWorks Kenny'Walker

Property Services

Air Conditioning
& Heating

* Anti-Aging :

1

* Body Waxing

Furnace « Evaporator « Condenser
And All Necessary Materials To
Properly Install Equipment
4 Ton System / Gas Furnace

» - — &

rasion
X

We are the anf?y
icure

¢ dafaff{;- @?{}dfﬂ(-‘- lea sﬁaﬁ-

i HNowustan

WW.QUUI’UH"E‘E!T’IOVEI‘S.CON
Fences

(;muf; L;/Luwl.'l- 27 "-&'\* . Body Treatments

Floors

EXIT Complete Realty

niPp Nk
LR HR T

TUSCANY REMODELING

e : ' " 7']3 822-8555
“Done Right Guoranteed” 908 Texas Avenue #206 Equlgmggggegncms alingHomesinHouston com
Houston, TX 77002 J ;
713-223-5900 281-330-4284 832-894-4273 BN
il E SunsetBodyWorks.com TACL B11222E www.TuscanyRealEstateServices.com
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'Ups;'afe Bmz:lmn REstaumnt
Featuring Table-Side Service!

6706 Wﬁtéam‘
713.574.7727

Bragilian Meakbouss

“When was the last time you were
picked up by a Man in Uniform?”

HOUSTON OWNED & OPERATED
CORPORATE ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

~695-6700

Excellent 24 Hour Service Since 1981

www.libertycab.net

The Newest
Computerized
Dispatching
System

.
WE ACCEPT RESERVATIONS

104 MAY 2000 OutSmart

o, J55
14 (Thurs )
Ha_npy nars—ll New Mimml Happy

eshall, creator of th
Coll ectors & (ncktails
Craft (HOCK ths fun
ol |-.:|-E:I.g-i|
¥ I pm at HC
reservations: crafth ]
l:nmpnserjplamst lnlm tnrnelius pi
ntertainment for this 1 the St Pauls Prime Timers.
0 am in Fondren |'|.: | Building, 5501 Mam. Program
1. ASE h i 5e ---,.-I'..I-.",'."'I y May 12

15 (Fri)
Houston Sympheny's Four italians. Hear the symphony,
under the stars. Orchestra seating 515: free mezzanine an
B HmEst The Cynthia Wood:
Mit I-.-il-'--_--i_ he Waodlands
woodlands: T
Gmms in Song f betweer
VETS g il of |
1 Wa or x T
09 Kos ¢
. 15 & 16 (Fri. & Sat.)
Nmeman Cancer Soﬂety 3 Ilela\r for Llie
nt that mabihizes oo ouRhin £ (ountry i
plot YOS ( I il : il witt
ane embe d 1 for
Of H :

. 15-17 (Fri. Sun)
The Hnuston I‘r:nge Ftslwal y

16 (Sat.)
Line Fest Houston 2009 event ded

Connect Now on
Houston's hottest chatline!

Try it for
713-929-0900
214-447-1100  817-259-0740
512-646-1130  713-929-0900

CREDIT CARDS AccerTED it S [l

17 (Sun)
T!Il! luus 09 Sl Paul sthnral Schnlar: )

-1.9 fTues} b
Invitation tn tile Psalmsu 3 10 k st

A MISELS arg

21 (Thurs.)
Hnnslnn S\fmphunr 5 Bunan Eeneul‘h the Slﬂrs
cert led I\ || anducter, Orchestra seatin

-;'llll

23 & 24 (Sat & Sun

Bums Dan(e resents Keach | il childger
10 youth pert Jance 25t
2fv nithia Woo
1} tland i

entesr o 13/629-3700)

31 [Sun)
5t. Paul's Choir sings an Evensang service on Pentecost Sunday
it & o n the sanciuary of St Paul's wdist Church.

" PLANNING AHEAD

June 4 & 6 (Fri. & Sun.)
See Hdd'!er nn the Roof and beneﬁt Hulo(aust Mu;eum
I-quslun eachticket purchased for s erf :

Hall Habiby C the Perforn i
Due by June 15 {Mon )
Holecaust Museum Houston needs YOU! Can you spare

Spring A/C Check-Up
Only *69°°

Lance Carnal

Owner

lejas Air, Inc

832.287.6117 e

tejasair@sbeglobal.net www.lejasalr.com

Voted One of the Best New Bestaurants

CATERING
FOR PICK-UP
OR DELIVERY

Dine Right, Late Night

Monday ¢ 11 am - 10 pm
Tues/Wed/Thur « 11 am - Midnight
Friday/Saturday * 11 am - 3 an

BB’s Cajun Cafe

2710 MONTROSE BLVD.
713/524-4499

STRESSED OUT

the Z€A %

4

massage

vz

713 269 7926
ryanmassageworks.com

Volume added t

1501 Durham:Rd

713-880-9191

www.houstongym.com

NO EXCUSES - JOIN TODAY!

HURRY! Offer expires May 31, 2009! Tour ciub for detalls.

Look Years Younger Overnight!
7
i
b

m Wrinkles * Rosacea = Facial Sagging
! Acne (active & scars) + Face & Leg Veins

Before I: After Laser Hair Removal

& lower chesks Botox* » Restylane® » Sculptra®
s Juveéderm” = Radiesse”

We use long lasting FDA
approved dermal fillers to take
years, even decades, off your

appearance; giving a natural,
pleasant, and well rested look.

D, Barrios (s & Ilnnm;l_a the
American Acadeny of Aesthebc Medicins &

e P o e
Dermal Filler Applications: e ottt Wi i Sadony

skinrenaissance.net




OutThere

Photos by Dalton DeHart

Don't let yourself
get bogged down with fAXES,
Leave your troubles at my door!!

Gary M.Gritz
95 CPA
J

BuayiNew,2

- .
Ron’s Downtown Auto Service

2701 Bagby Street
Annise Parker for Mayor ‘onvenient Midtown Location
Campaign Kickoff Fundraiser on

March 31, COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

Specializing in European models,
but we work on all Foreign

& Domestic vehicles. 3 A :
et * Two Convenient Locations

» 20 Years Experience
* Personal & Business

Tax Returns
. » Monthly & Quarterly
Payroll Tax Returns
, » Arbitration with IRS

* | ocal & State
Government Filing

s Preparation of Financial
Statements

10 Years of
Quality Service

A RN BEAYHFRES
RON’S

pieeeling DOWNTOWN AUTO
N2 i this AD SERVICE

713/520-0310
RonsDowntownAuto.cam

Heights Galleria

3310 Katy Freeway | 6420 Richmond Ave.
Suite 310 | Suite 360
281.840.9241 1 713.784.3030

www.GaryMGritzCPA.com

Out
Smart
The Pain

In Z-coil Pain Relief Footwear

If you have plantar faciitis, heel spurs, ankle, knee,
hip or lower back pain... take a walk in Z-Coil Shoes.
Designed to take 50% of the heel strike (impact)

away from your body.

. . : _ .
Live Music: Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 am-6 pm, Sat. 9 am-5 pm

www.crazycoil.com

Z-COIL :isoorm: &

Pain Rellef Footwear” | o= o= == == == o Crocs

& - Pride Houston's Official Pride Guide 2009
{m - in tne j““e issuﬂ l" ﬂ“lsma" q“QUD SPQNSO'P

OUT4JUSTICE: Deadline is May 15. For advertising information, Opygy s
call 713/520-7237 or e-mail marketing@outsmartmagazine.com ON's GLoT MAC

106 MAY 2008 Out OutSmart MAY 2008 107




Looking for Crate & Barrel’, Restoration
Hardware”, Storehouse Style Fumniture?

Come and see the smart alternative!

( hic Warehouse

No fancy showroom - we really are a warehouse in
the Heights - just trend setting furniture at 30% to
50% less than your favorite stores and catalogs.

Photos by Dalion DeHart

Saks 5th Avenue salutes
LIVE Consortium on March 25.

731 Yale Street
One block west of Heights Blvd.

(713) 822-3392

Wednesday - Saturday: 10am - Tpm, Sunday: 11am - 5pm
Find us on: hitp:/houston citysearch.com/bestoliwinners/fumiture

Hours: Mon- Friday Lunch 11:30am ZQOpm
Sun-Wed Dinner Spm-10pm  Thursday Dinner Spm-11pm = '
Fri-Sat. Spm-4am

Chic Warehouse is not associated with any retail store. All brand names and trademarks are
the property of their respective holders and are referenced here for descriptive purposes only.

MaxXandauX at Violet
Velvet rhoto by Kyla Moreno

LYNETTE LEW

Residential & Commercial REALTOR®
Accredited Luxury Home Specialist

)

Buying, selling or leasing,
please remember me for all
your real estate needs.

713.582.2202

www.LynetteLew.com

Pr II' ie r Wi rEIess T GUR‘.E‘E‘;S:CTION Lynettei@ LynetteLew.com
ECTILE DI
e G%?EEREE WIRELESS AIR CARD

12220 Murphy Road FREE DELIVERY! @ Prudential

d
nnected on the road an
it GARY GREENE

Call 281-575-8500 ek "

T rr——
i '

?13 840 WRAP{Q?E?}

Lose 6-30 Inches in
One Hour GUARANTEED...
_ Or your next wrap is FREE!

5 Tu PN o
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Photos by Dalton DeHart -'

“It's My Party” [
Party for Life Fundraiser for AIDS §
Foundation Houston on March 1.

VAP | MEXICAN CAFE |
w Ioscucos.cm
_ S

Kenneth W. Lester D.C.

Chiropractic Care
Soft Tissue Injuries
Myofascial Release
Sports Injuries
Auto Accidents

Rehabilitation

Work-Related
Injuries

Personal
Injuries

Best Chiropractor
OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 2008

HEALTHSVELLNESS

www.KennethLesterDC.com

3930 Kirby Dr.
Suite 108
713.526.5252

All Things Computer

Drop In ® Drop Off ® House Calls

')' 713.979.4500

4001 N. Shepherd Rd.
,/ Suite #100 / Houston / TX 77018

computer-wiz.net

PHILLIP N. SLAUGHTER

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Estate Planning & Probare
Consumer Litigation
Guardianships

Landlord/Tenant

HoUSTON, TEXAS 77098

1925 LEXINGTON,

2008 Dutsmart Readers Gholoa, Bast Male Attomay, runnar up




Call WAY INE OLYMPIAN Business News _,
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE| by Nancy Ford
B A R B E R DATING BONUS. Christophe Brillard has announced |

a new enhancement to The Agency, the first private,

sive, and person-

, Demo Rides

2afe & DiSCrete

Prive ite, Sé

. Anpointment
Avallable By APF 0l

Wa}-'ne LeDu Knapp Chevrolet

wayne(@knappchevy.com 832-661-6907
New and Pre-Chwned

LaRRY FRENCH ENTERPHISE‘;!

plete Contracting & Remodeling Service

Octavio Barrios, MD
Board Certified Fanuly Practice

P prploy OutSmart & Centaur Music

Ia ':'II'L'-_'|' ges.netl syncempioyment.con

15 Y enrs Expenence

Primary Care

- TKTRCE #33328 / MPL 416124

n Housion Area JAYCEES AWARD. \/hat do former Hi
Warrar Maor. Laken el
Most ITnsurances Accapted Tex: =nera

: City Empire foundt
By Appointmem Cnly r ’

‘1 &

ey are all recipients of

713.956.7733 The winning DJ will mix their own

www.LarryFrench.net S Sl | T B | oy, Wednesds Thardar
Designer and Architect on Staff . : ;

References ! Insyured
..also Complete Plumbing Se

POPular album, which will be marketed
and sold throughout the U.S.
(And the WORLD!)

Up to the Challenge?
SondUst = = = = =
+ a DJ mixed compilation

originality counts—like mash-ups OutSmart
& original remixes. Be sure to 3406 Audubon Place

caplure the essence of POPular Houston, TX 77006
. yon:’r bio, a recent photo,

onghor Rooing & Fenci, - [N IMATINY

| Take PRIDE
- \,_in Your Property! ,

Rlsa visit
Expeumt un M;d
4434 Hempstead o
113199494

-

Best New Releases *TE o DS wert & prse. . the next POPular DJ
in Houston! "{
* Magazines, Games, & Gifts - RAINBOW LIVING. epr:

* Huge selection of Lubricants & Lotions Ranch, a papular campg :
< All $12.95 & $14.95 DVDs Buy 2 get | free mesbeck, Texas, have announced they are ¢
= g f home sites called St
1 imerest, the

om prospective buyers

d lots lo

Deadline: June 19, 2009 (no exceptions)

-+ s -” :
713-823-6197

4

14002 Northwest Fwy- (Hwy 290)
(exit Tidwell | between Tidwell & Fairbanks N. Houston)

7134625152 e
ing.com  Call for FREE estimate executivevideoxxx.com r, canebreund Detalls




OutSmart Marketplace

~CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL ITY

RVITENTING
CAMPGROLIND

= ACCOMMODATIONS
RV Hooku
936/894-2 3D

Qm 2
RockinRRanch.net

Great Home Base Rates
Large Pool, Bath Houses/Laundry
6 miles West of TX Ren Festival

Nichiren Buddhist
Sangha of Texas
713.429.1274

Services Wed. 8pm and Sun. Sam
Beginners Classes & Dharma Talk
www.nichiren-shu.org/houston

RAINBOW RANCH
CAMPGROUND
AND RV PARK
Texas Largest GLET

y Campground.
Cabins, RV Sites,

< Tenting, Lake,
Pavilion, Pool, Fishing, Boating, etc.

rainbowranch.net =B88.875.

GALVESTON BEACHFRONT HOTEL: The
Commodore on the Beach, Centrally located,
52 redecorated rooms. All non-smoking, new
poolside fountain, complimentary continental
breakiast, aternoon snacks, Cruise specials
An QutSmart favorite. Commodoreonthe-
Beach.com, 800.231.9921.

<ART/ANTIQUES
Come see &

BOOK RELEASE/SALE

I\rr calpres; com/dan eltnu

- BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
NEED EXTRA INCOME? Improve your qual-
ty of Life by taking ol of your Financial
Future, Be a part of our national expansion: No
Experience Aequired. www.velmaur.com

* CATERING

Teaching and living
the Science of Mind
Creative Life since 1985.

Sunday celebrations at 9:30 am &
11am. Also Wednesdays at 7pm.

creativelife.org » 281.850.5157

= CLEANING/MAID SERVICE

~ | KAEHLER CLEANING
! SERVICE sinca 1995

*. continually he besi®
Resadential & Commerciol

Get Fast In-Home Help

Troubleshooting
Tune-ups - Tumrmls

PC HumETech
832.496.9246

BY T4b |

2818889611 [, o

taddvodtc @myspace.com
djtaddvorak@gmail.com

“HAIR SALON/EMPLOYMENT
MEMORIAL HEIGHTS SALON- W

Halr IJ.\-| 15 'With
willworkina
their own client base
an immediate interview 7

- MASSAGE

MASSAGE BY DAN. Privale
only. Montrose location. 71

tere & manage
Jeanie Karson for
13/869-1813

AUDIE'S CATERING

For All Your Occasions
and Events
832.692.2160

www.audiescatering.com

114 MAY 2009 QutSmart

EXOTIC INDIAN :
SENSUAL SWEDISH |
*Central Location | 4
*Shower Available
IndiaMassage.Net

713-277-8836

- MASSAGE

Ken Claude, LMT ) -
H3.2409598

MASSAGE + Therapeutic * Relaxing = Ron

Howell, Registered Massage Therapist » In

or Out Calls » 7 Days * Noon-Midnight » Most

insurance accepted, 7132 231

ROMAN BODY
Massage

=omanbc
Deep 11
Swedish*iSc
Voted One
BEST Ma
Therapist
Brian- LMT, ii Reiki
f13.806.2199

]'U'I#.SSAGE THERAPI ST

 Sany

MAGIC HANDS
281/804-8027

David Crawford, Lut
281.658.3565

* MASSAGE

LAMARR-LMT
NATIONALLY
CERT*F.IED-

DOWNTOWN

N U g
713.377.1981
LAMARR. MASSAGE®
BARTHLINK NET

LifeStyle Massage
610 & Bulfalo Specdway
call, text, email

Therapeutic

Massage
Swedish
Deep
Tissue

space.com/lighti

» MASSAGE

Massage
by Thai Guy,

B
8329696430 '

1 14 yrs ?!;men-
Illuh enﬂn IIJIII

BODY MASSAGE
713-942-2399
Roland, Rut

ull Body = Feel Awesommie
Centrally Located

* Qutcalls -

+7 Dafstvenlngs

AN SAMCaooeote -ﬁf.i ,A

Reward Yourself

A NICE TOUCH, RE-
LAXATION OF BODY
AND MIND BY

LEE
332 978 ?01 ?

T r':- H rracieas e
“In TJ'lr.' Heighis™
Mat ity and ex;
therapeutic me £
the Heights. 10 am - 9 pm wieke
2-10 pm. Cs |I ar
786. Visit my websita at
om 4 hands available

LMT

Jason McLay,
3

* MASSAGE

+ PERSONAL TRAINER

- REMODELING/REPAIRS

713.305.8025
SuperbTouch.com

Louis Zamora...
832 = 978 = 6161

LMT

Howard Kanelakos

Muscle
Massage

FLEMING. Lyt
32.788.0044

When you need a
Personal Trainer

Call David
713.240.5508

| offer in-home visits for seniors

« PET SERVICES

Who's watching the kids
when you're away?
Pet Sitting

IN THE HEIGHTS
713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heighis

Volunteers Needed!

pet patrolFZ

A PEOFPLE FET PARTHNERSHIP

Volunteers helping limited income
elderly & those facing life challenging
ilinesses care for their pets.

thepetpatrol.org

- POOL COMPANY
Venture Pool Coms iew

NO JOB FREE|

I{ REPAIRS « WALLP, REMOVAL
PAINTING » TEXTURES = 832.567 3804

AD-MAR REMODELING: Interior/Exterior.
No job to small. Quick turnaround with quality
mpetitive rate Managers,
Real Estale Inv far your
make-ready/repairs, 832/338-5566

- SERVICES

MANSCAPING IN MONTROSE. Body Waxing
and Grooming Services, For Men Only. Same
Private Location for & Years. Rates and Ap-
pointments: Dale at manscaping @aal com

|CALL-CRUISE
CONNECT

Listen & Reply to Ads FREE!

Houston
713.225.5500
FREE code 4709
CALL NOW!

Ir For other cities call

(888) MegaMates

* TRROT CARD READING

TAROT CARD FIEAD1NGS y what yo

‘ " VER]FIED
ALIDIT CIRCLIL Ancm
whaw, verifiedaudit.c

MARKETPLACE AD RATES
Markelplace Classifieds are
30 words or less, plus §1 per
$6 per Issue to have your classif

Houston, TX 770

ar column inch,

ed ad appear on our website A\..S can also tﬁ placed on our
secure website at www.OutSmartMagazine com

Marketplace 1 Month 3 Menth & Month 12 Month
Color Boxed Ad perinch 368 $64 $59 $55
B/W Boxed Ad per nch 51 548 $46 $43
30-Word Line Ad $36 $33 330 528

Deadline: May 15 for the June Issue. Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX, or Discover.
Or FAX it 713/522-3275. Sorry, we do not bill. Mail ad & payment to:
5-4412. For more information, call 713/520-7237

n inch width is 1tbﬂ Word line ads are

OutSmart 3406 Audubon,

QutSmart MAY 2008 115




OutSmart Advertisers

MAY 2009 FOR ADVERTISING INFO CALL 713/520-7237.

______Pg; COMMODATIONS
Galveston Seashell Getaways
galvestonseashellgetaways.com 409/939-1251
The Victorian Gondo/Hotel

6300 Seawall/Galveston . . B00/231-6363

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING _
Tejas Air

. B32/287-6117

Kenny Wnlker M: & Sel wlues
e L 281/330-4284

APARTMENTS
2125 Yale Lu:ury Apartments
PP 1T R —
Legacy At Mamorial
3131 Memorial CT. ...

ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy Astrology

713/864-2125

- BTT(554-T437

.. 113/529-5842

— ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
Boenig & Teir
6750 W. Loop South #4560
Daman A. Grenshaw
3730 Kirby Dr. Ste 1200... - 1131528-5932
The Doan Law Firm, Jimmy Doan
One Greenway Plaza, Suite 100, 713/600-4747
The Law Office of Matthew D. Sharp
1017 Heights Blvd . 113/226-8800
Frye and Cantu, PLLG Law Firm
liberatinglaw.com - T3 22717
Jim Evans/Law Dffice of David L. Froneberger
444 W, Pasadena Blvd .. . .. 181/542-7500
Phillip N. Slaughter, Mlmney at Law
820 Richmond .., . T13/533-0009

Dwane L. Todd, ﬂ.t!nrney atLaw
.. .. 713/965-0658

713/669-0520

Vethan Law Firm
2909 Baldwin

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
Ron's Downtown Auto Service
2701 Bagby....... . 113/520-0310
Tech Auto Maintenance
37 Waugh Drive .

T13/526-2222

.. 713/B63-8244

AUTOMOTIVE SALES 5
Advantage BMW/Midtown
2101 5an Jacinto @ Gray.

Joe Myers Toyota/Edwin Gruz
19010 NW Frwvy ..

Knapp Chevrolet/Wayne Le Du

Bi5 Houstan Ave - 832/661-6907
Legacy Ford Lincoln Mercury

27225 Southwest Frwy . -.832/577-9280
Momentum VW/Charles Coleman

2405 Richmond . 113/596-3300
Planet Ford 20403 1-45 North

Rudy Gonraler/Service. .. BBB[251-9135
Scott Sprouse,Sales 281/465 3804
Sand Dollar AutoPlex/John Nagy

8020 Broadway, Galveston.....409/744-5711
Sterling McCall Acura/Mike Chan

10455 Southwest Fwy ... 713/5%6-2300

JARBERSHOPS

Olympian I’herapenhc Massage & Barber
3400 Montrose, Ste. 435........... 832/274-3853

- F13/285-1200

T13/875-2086

BICYCLE SALES/SERVICE
Biue Line Bicycle Laboratory
3302 While Dak ..o T15/802-1707

= CAB COMPANY

Liberty Cab

libertyeab.nel.. ..ooinennen 713/695-6700

Ilenng Memarial United Methodist Church
1440 Harold ......... - T13/526-1017
Boniuk Conter for Re!lginus Tolerance
boniukcenter.org e 13/348-5316
Cathedral of Hope Houston
cohhoustan.com ..

Creative Life Splrl tual Center
5326 Spring-Stuehner..,

- 713/528-3269
. 2813505157
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Resurrection MCC

2025 W HITH St e 7 1 3/B61-9149
St Paul's United Methodist Chureh

5501 Main ... . T13/528-0527

CLEANING SERVICES
Pertection Plus Service

a1 13/664-9911
CLOTHING

hl'l'acy's
[ R TP — o MACYS COM
Male UWear

415 Westheimer ...

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
AIDS Foundation of Houston
3200 Weslayan. ... 113/625-6796

Boniuk Center for Religious Tolerance
boniukcenter. org. . oo T13/348-5316

Bering Omega Community Services
BEriNGOMEEAONEecrcvevrersssens o 13/ 3841 -3 762

Greater Houston GLET Chamber of Commerce
..TheChamberHouston.org

Leshlan Heallh Imtralwc

J13/527-8499

. Ihihouston.org

Osito Foundation, The

ositofoundation.org ....... .-281/795-5210

Copy.com

1201-F Westheimer
Computer-Wiz
computer-wiz.nel ...

- 713/528-1201

o 113/979-4500

___DATINGSERVICES

The Agency Houston
theagencyhouston.com..........
Men Maet Men

113/968-9838

713/929-0900

FAMILY SERVICES

Donor Solution, The

12727 Kimberley, Suite 204........ 713/827-0301

EDUCM’IGN

Houston Community College

HCCS.edu «T13/718-7643

Alley Theatre
alleytheatre.org
Beer Island
2631 White Oak Dr
Broadway Across America
broadwayacrossamerica.com... 800/982 ARTS
Bayou City Performing Arts
||.wn|.rt itype riar THiNgarts.org .
Club Adam & Club Eden

522 Nasa Rd 1

EJ's

r LA
Firkin & Phoenix
1915 Westheimer Rd
Guava Lamp

570 Wangh.oce
Houston Baflet
houstonballet.org...
JR'sfSanta Fe

808 Pacific... T13/521-251%
Metear

2306-08 Geneses

Miller Outdoor Theatre
milieroutdoortheatre com..
Maontrose Mining E:umpalw
805 Pacific.

Ranch Hill Saloon

24704 1-45 North, Spring
South Beach

8190 Pacific Street .
Ternptea 2 Touch

J13/220-5700

T13/BR2-4670

T13/521- 7464
281/557-0434
713/527-907

.T13/526-3100

- 113/524-3359

J135/223-2728

713/521-0123
.. 281/ 373-3586
T13/529-T488
281/298-9035
713/529-7623
Jwww tempted2touchdu com

Theater Under The Stars
TUTSR0M. i

Tony's Corner Pockat
817 West Dallas..........

. 113/358-TUTS

T3/5T1-78T0

True Colars

T2 Crossview Dr oo 713/ 266-5505
Verizon Wireless Theater

520 Texas ... .. T13/230-1666

—__ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Edward Jones/ Jennifer Riley
2011 W, Governors Circle . ...........
Gary M. Gritz, CPA

6420 Richmond Ave #360
Green "White Advisors
1225 M. Loap Wesl, Ste. 1030...
IBC Bank

713/956-5177
. T13/784-3030
T13/869-1144

- Ibe.com
Shockley Tax Advisors
ShockleyTax.com ... TI3/236-1040
Tarkenton Financial Estate Planning
TarkentonFinancial.com.............. 281/796-0770
UBS/Grace 5. Yung

.. 713/654-0260
LIBS.fJacu:aellne M .Iacuhsen

L512/479-5225

Jeff Vannice, PhD

1415 N Loop West, 5te 780........ 713/426-4455

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
Bayou Gity Smiles
4000 Washington ...
Bruce W. Smith, DDS
1006 Missouri...
Cory Logan, DDS, PA
530 Waugh........
FLOSS, Clint Herzog, DDS
514 Elgin, Ste Ao
Heather M. Willmore, ODS
7500 5an FElpe.. ..o T13/266-4222
Houston Aesthetic & General Dentistry
1300 Waugh Dr.i e TIS/526-2424
LiteSmiles/Randy Mitchmare, DDS
1722 W Alabama e 113/592-9300
River Daks Center For Dentistry/
Barbara Johnson, DDS & Edwin Cordray, DDS
135 MGIAY 1o iniaaiinsiion 713/ 526-2904

713/518-1411

w 113/529-4364

. 713/942-8508

.. T13/942-0101

FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS

Body 3 Fitness/Tom Jackobs

1987 'W. TC Jester. .o T13/240-1520
Hardcore Pilates/Wayne Davis
3701 Kirby #436. 832/338-8091

Houston Gym
1501 Durham... ... 113/B80-919]
Coach Kimmie Sports Studio/Kimberly Marler
1210 W Clay, Ste 4. B32/443-FTT
TRK Fitness/Terrance
4676 Beechnut.....

GARAGE DOOR SERVICES
All Star Garage Door Service
AllStarGarageDoorService.com. 713/817-8350
GARDEN/NURSERY SUPPLY
Buchanan's Native Plants
611 E 1ith St
Frazier's
www.FraziersConcrete.com......

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
Bumble Bee Barber Beauty
6215 Washington Ave. ...
NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 Westheimer

. T13/667-7072

... T13/861-5702

979-921-2906

.. T13/942-7546

713/524-7858

Uruku Salan
2055 Westheimer, Ste. 150......... 713/521-0500
“HEAL E-CHIROPRACTIC

Chimney Rock Chiropractic/Art Keller, D.C.
3033 Chimney Rock ... T13/781-3344

Kirby Health &Wellness/Kenneth W, Lester, D.C.

1930 Kirby Dr., Ste. 108..............T13/526-5252

Manard Chiropractic/Byron K. Menard, D.C.
3400 Moritrose, Ste 550........... T13/526-5959

_lﬂﬂH_ CMEE COUNSELING/THERAPY
Kristin K. Anderson PhD

9525 Katy Frwy Ste 200

Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP

1006 Missouri....

D. “Woodja" Flanlgan. MS, LPA
2600 Southwest Fwy, Ste 409 ... 713/589-9804
Daniel R. Garza, MD
2990 Richmond, Ste 428
David Genac, PhD

1712 Fairview ... T13/B99-3769
Enod Gray, LMSW-ACF, C. Hi., CSAT

4200 Montrose.._ .. 713/522-7014
P. Tray Gremillion, MA, LPC-|
1458 Campbell, 5te 250..............

Mike Harrison, PhD

713/263-0400

7153/527-0000

281/610-A190

713/493-5420

N R R e, = T13/504-7772
Lisa Mancuso, Ph.D.
4617 Mantrose Blvd, Ste €207 ...832/293-1001
Steve Melton, MS, LPC, LMFT
4617 Montrose, Ste C206.,
Robert Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP
4200 Montrose, Ste 5400
D. Scott Staniey, MS, LMFT-LPC
1458 Campbell, Ste 2504 ..281/960-3991

T13/560-6496

713/522-7014

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES/PRODUCTS
Bering Support Network
beringsupportnetwork.org.........
bio-scrip Pharmacy

4101 Creenbriar, Ste.235............. 713/ 521-1700
Houston Buyer's Club Nutritional Supplements
3224 Yoakum.. e T13/520-5288
Legacy Community Health Services

215 Westheimer ... 713/ 830-3000
Montrose Counseling Center

713/526-1017

401 Branard.. . 713/529-0037
South Side Phnima{:y
7700 Main s iinsiens 113/ 261-2536

HEALTH CARE-MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Alan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch
713/942-0925

Avalon School of Massage
2990 Richmond, Ste 200
Ryan Fugate, RMT
Ryanmassageworks.com
Joel Leal, RMT

T13/333-5250
~T13/269-1926

J13/397-8808

David Tritico, AMT

3400 Montrase, Ste. 435............. B32/274-3853

HEALTH CARE-0PHTHALMOLOGISTS

Houston Eye Associates

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD

5420 Dashwoaod, Ste 101 . 713/668-9118
— HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS

12 Meridians

5206 White Oak Dr. .o

Eye Contact

2055 Westheimer, Suite 135.......

Eye Elegance

1966 Westheimer.

EyeGallery, The

18068 Westheimer

iVision Eye Care Center

920 Studemonl..... e 7 13/862-0500

Spectacles on Montrose

4317 Montrose # 2 .

—_ HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS
Dctavio Barrios, MO

106 Westheimer, Ste A w T13/042-7546
Gapriotti Cosmetic & Laser Surgery
capriotii.com T13/674-7201
Gary Brewton, M.D.

1745 West Alabama St ... . 713/529-9224
Condombroke.com ... . 113/529-3766
Midtown Physicians, LTD. L.L.P/
FredWorthMD.com

3306 Fannin St

Pasha Snoring & Sinus Center
2615 Southwest Frwy, #290..
Texas Bin-ldentical Hormones
DrRoyalBenson.com ...
Unity Clinic

7700 Main 5t., Ste. 310

832/767-9025
713/ 520-6600
o T13/622-4411

713/523-1279

713/519-3937

- 713/522-1788
713/523-R800
979/776-1660

T13/533-1345

UT West Loop Health Center

1776 Yorktown, Ste.150 ............713/572-8122

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE

Helghts Dermatology & Aesthetic Center/

Alpesh Desai, MD

2120 Ashland.. .. oeimnsiioimnns T13 /8642650
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
106 Westheimer, Ste A......cene 713/942-7546
Sunset Body Works

909 Texas Ave,......
Wrap Me Now
5000 Westheimer #160 ............

... T13/223-5900

T13/840-9727

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Antique Center of Texas
1001 W, Loop 5. (@ Old Katy Rd... 713/668-4211
Audio Video Designs
1300 Southwest Fwy. ...
Barking Frog
7071 14th 5t., Galvestan...
Barrio Antiguo

713/776-8444

LA09/T63-3764

T25Yale St i 13/ B80-2105
Gantoni

9889 Westheimer.. ... T13/787-9494
Chic Warehouse

T2TYale St e e T3 82243392
Eclectic Home

345 W 19th St -~ 713/869-1414

Rubin's Custom Rugs
3130 Rogerdale Rd. ...

HOME REMODELING/CONSTRUCTION
Califarnia Closets
5120 Woadway Dr, Ste 215..........
CenterPointe Living
4403 Austin. .. 71345200469
Dolan Construction & Remodeling
...281/705-2872

. T13/784-1180

113/ 785-0111

Houston Honey Do
HoustonHoneyDo.com... .. 281/546-3637
Longhnra Hnaimg. anl:lnn & Remadel:ng

L T13/823-9913
an French Enlerpnses
LarryFrenchonet ... e
Rogers & Rogers Construction
woman owned .. e
SpaceMan Huma I. ﬂ:’fll:e
3556 West TC Jester
Trellis Builders
TrellisBullders.org .o
Tuscany Remodeling
TuscanyRealEstateServices.com 832/894-4273
Urban Trees Developers
urbantreesdevelopers.com .......832/279-8864

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Barry Hoskins/State Farm
22 Waugh Dr
David Lorms/Farmers
E. TC Jester @ Loop 610 713/688-86069
Aob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers/
fob Schmerler
6575 W. Loop South, Ste, 185713/661-7700

JEWELERS
I w Marks Jewelers
3841 Bellaire Blvd
Silverlust
1338-C Westheimer_. ...

T13/956-7733
. T13/602-1333
T13/688-8808

713/240-6320

- T13/426-4440

713/668-5000

713/520-5440

hl's lsndsn&pmg & Deslqn Ine.
AlsLandscaping.com.... . 113/957-0449
Joshua's Native Plants & Garden Antiques
5012 W. 18th Street ~713/869-6911

_ LIMOUSINES/TRANSPORTATION
American Corporate Transportation
< T13/266-6677

_ MOVERS HOME/BUSINESS

Guarantee Movers

281/794-0276
= PATIOS
Made In The Shade lic
ShadeMyPatio.com ..................

281/265-0865

PIAND SALES/LESSONS
Heuston Plano Company
1600 W 13th.

832/541-7800

PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES

Demi's Dog House

239 West Gray..... .. 713/942-0688
Pet Sllliny Sewine In tlle Helghts
e . T3/869-3698

___ PHOTOGRAPHY/FILMING
Dalton DeHart Photography
L 713/622-2202

Va rslt-,r Pmdu:tlnns i .Inhn Eunro:u'
6217 Edloe ... _713/542-8277

Yvonne Fcece antngraph\r

YvonneFeece.com ... 832/876-1053

= = PI.UMBIHG
Larry Franch Entnrpris[:s
LarryFrench.net . e reessorer
U-Plumb-it
1424 Montrose

Village Plumbing & Appliance
5403 Kirby .. oo T13{ 224 -DRIP(3747)

113/956-7733

11319422277

_PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer.......e..o 113/528-1201
PROMOTIONAL PRINTING

Accent Apparel T-Shirt Printing
6640 Hoover 5t . 113/956-7954

PSYCHIC/INTUITIVE READERS

Lilly Roddy Astrology
W AR, . 713/529-5842

REAL ESTATE SERVICES-REALTORS
Matthew Albertson/ReMax CityView
MIAProp com T13/478-0602
Bill Baldwin/Karen Derr & Assoc,

1545 Heights Blvd ... .281/850-6862
Patrick Banks/Coldwell Banker

1505 Heights Blvd 713/824-9054
David Bowers/The House Company
davidbowers.com ..., 409/763-2800
Pamela Efferson / Exit Complete Realty
Sellinghomesinhouston.com.... 713/882-8555
Leslie Cauftman / Coldwell Banker
www.leshecauffman.com 715/494-1811
Bruce Chambers/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd ..o TVE/ 41 2-8436
Terre Coffman/Coldwell Banker
1505 Heights Blvd oo
Mike Copenhaver/ReMax Metro
2626 Richmond........cee. T13/528-4963
Danigl Craig/Keller Williams

550 Post Oak Blvd #350............ T13/882-0854
Catherine de Los Santos/Martha Turner

; : 713/398-3918
Karen Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd ... ... T13/875-7050
Robert Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd - T13/875-7049
Terri Harrel/Forrest Lake Townhomes
Forrestlake.com LB32/526-0284
Micky Harris/Suzanne Anderson Properties
mickyharris.com 409/502-7642
Richard Hill/Keller Williams

550 Post Oak, Ste 350 . 713828-7866
Bruce Hutmacher/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blwd__.__._. .. 2B1/216-0557
Jerry Jaggers/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blwd_____. L T13/501-7076
Clifford Johnson/Karen Derr & Assoc

1545 Heights Blwd...... T13/819-0519
Marty Justus/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd.................713/539-7870
Lynette Lew/Prudential Gary Greene
lynettelew.com . 113/582-2302
Ashton Martini/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd .. B32/878-7686
Kim MeClure/Oakington Realty

550 Post Oak, Ste 470 MN3/922-7757
Bruce Nicholsan/Coldwell Banker

1505 Heights Blwd......... LT13/412-8436
Todd Partridge/Suzanne Anderson Properties
ToddPartridge com._.._. . T13/B24-5454

T13/B66-TBOS

Don Puryear/ReMax Metro

remay.net... T13/302-6543
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors

5023 Washington ... e 713/868-7226
Heather Rayner/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd................. 713/B75-4366
Tom Schwenk/Joe Tramonte Reaity

1802 Broadway, Galveston ... 409/765-9837
Sheree Thompson/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd.................. 713/204-4828
Brad Belt/Joe Tramante Realty

1802 Broadway, Galveston ... 281/300-5209
WV Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty

1802 Broadway, Galveston ... 409/765-9837
Brian Teichman/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights BIVd .....ccooooocoees 713/858-3136
Roberta J. Walters/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd ... . 2081/222-4469
Robert Zahn/Karen Derr & Assoc.
KarenDerrcom. ..o 409/939-9237

REAL ESTATE-LENDERS
Gody Grizzothi/CountryWide

o . .~ B352/541-1103
PrimeLanding
6575 West Loop South #3225 713/191-3884
RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
1308 Cantina

1308 Montrose.........
AKA Sushi

2390 West Alabama ... T13/B0O7-T875
Angus Grill Brazilian Steak House

6106 Westheimer ........ -T13/574-7727
Anita's Bar & Grilla
2409 Grant ...

- T13/807-8996

. 113/522-1867

BB's

1710 Montrose....... 715/524-4499
Cafe Adobe

2111 Westheimer. ..........o.o........ 713/528-1468
Crave Sushi

2900 Travis ....c.onmniierimianien
Dessert Gallery

5200 Kirby Dr T13/522-9999
1616 Post Oak Blvd . T13/622-0007
2260 Lone Star/Sugar Land....... 281/201-4900
El Tiempo Cantina

3130 Richmond Ave.. i,
5602 Washington Ave................
Firkin & Phoenix

1915 Westheimer Rd .

- T13/527-B744

713/807-1600
713/681-3645

.. T13/526-3100

Guadalajara Del Centro
1201 San Jacintof@ Dallas......... 713 /650-0101
Isla Goqui Puerto Rican Restaurant

1801 Durham, Suite 1-A.. ... 713{/B6I1-1000
Mockingbird Bistro

1985 Welch St (at McDuffie) ...
Path of Tea

2340 West Alsbama....................
Vietopia Vietnamese Cuising
5176 Buffalo Speedway......

__ SPECIALTY RETAIL
35 Make-up design
5600 Kirby Dr. Suite S
GraZ Goil Footwear
crazyeoilcom . TIR/537-8744
Executive Adult Video Superstore & Theater
14002 Northwest Pwy .. L 113/462-5152
Hollywood Frame Gailery
2427 Bissonnet. .. L 713/942-BB85
Houston Buyer’s Glub Nutritional Supplements
3224 Yoakum.. .o T13/520-5288

713/533-0200
113/252-4473

713/664-7303

T13/660-T600

LoveWorks

Rayford-Sawdust @ |-45 M. 281/292-0070
Murder By the Book

2342 Bissonnet i 713/ 524-8597
Macy's

s s b S e . Macys.com
Unigue Pieces
WWW.uniquepieces.net...

Urban Seles Dulpost
SO Ithy.. ol s

281/419-4300

T13/8B0-1187

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS
Premier Paging & Wireless
12220 Murphy Road ..o
Telecom Wireless Services Inc
12320 Bellaire. .. oo e e

281/575-8500

.. 281/568-6108

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES

Concierge Travel, Inc

A920 Mimosa..i e TI3BR1-2117
Gayribben Cruises
gayribbencruises.com . BT7/560-8318

VacaConnect

varaconnecl.oom.... .800/528-3452

Thank you for supporting our

advertisers. Please tell them you
saw their ad in OutSmart.

e’

When business or pleasure brings you
to Houston for a month or more,
why not make I’Emerson your address?

[y e
(4 ).\é\;p(ﬁ’uf-‘ﬂ ]

210 Emerson Street » Houston, Texas 77006 = 713-677-9921
www.LEmerson.net

* All the amenities of home

* Ideally situated in the
Mantrose-Midtown area,

« Much more affordable than
a downtown hotel roam,

Tom Fricke, Proprietor
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S=T0
“Best Air Conditioned Patio In Town”

2517 Ralph@Westheimer

www.ejshar.com

Houston, TX 77006 713-527-9071

POQ#Q Nightly Specials - Call for '
£, Cold Beverages & Hot

817 W. Dallas » 713/571-7870
e

Ample Secure Parking

Urban |5.|'ideu Lounge

l*rida)-'s & Saturdays

1/2 OFF during HAPPY HOUR
(4pm-9pm) on all premium top shelf
IJquur martinis, Iungncx,kx & well drinks.
Park Once, Party all m Let us shuttle you i

mousine shuttle which runs from 800 P .,|i':-_

.'\I i |'1||!.-"“-'
2306-08 GENESEE | 713.521.0123 | ME H“"«“UL“]L"“&U“ \“\!”4':.['1‘1“ METEORHOUSTON

RANCH HILL SALOON

HoME oF THE COLDEST BEER
& THE WARMEST WELCOME

New! BIG BEER NITE w/ Hot Wings
Every Monday « 7pm 'ill all gone

OPEN DAILY IPM - 2AM 281-298-9035

ranchhill. com myspace.com/theranchhillsaloon

Would you like your business to profit from this space?

Monthly Gay & Lesbian Spending Patterns

= Dines Qut 4-5 times per week + Attends Live Performances
2-3 times per month = Goes to a Club or Bar 2 times a week

QutvSmart

Call 713.520.7237

r N T T - - q‘- - - S - S S S . .- 1
I , Become a friend with Benefits! ¥
| Bring in a friend...Tuesday-Friday i
| Between 11am — 3pm and your friend |
eats free!
| |
i i
I 2409 Grant | 713/522.2867
h o= == S e M mEn S mm e s mm wee e ol

Houston

LA ACADEMIA

ANITA’'S BAR & GRILLE

AZTECA'S VIP LOUNGE
BARTINI
BEERISLAND

BLUR

BOCADOS

BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM

CHANCES/THE NEW BARN/G-5POT

CLUB 2020

CLUB ADAM AND EDEN
CLUB CRYSTAL
CROCKER

COUSINS

DECADES

EI'S

GEORGE

BEHIND THE BAR

WHO: Cody Brazil

WHERE: Beer Island
2631 White Oak Dr. » 713/862-4670

WHAT'S UP: This icehouse-like,
Heights hangout lives up to its name
with “88 bottles of beer on the wall,”

and also offers steak night each Tuesday.

GUAVA LAMP

IN-N-OUT

IR'S BAR & GRILL

LADY BARBARA'S CLUB TRUE COLORS

MARY'S, NATURALLY

METEOR

MICHAELS lI:-'!UTP{:‘ET
f yehbaorh

MONTROSE MINING COMPANY
Studly male dancers bump and "

RAINEOW ROOM
tharainbewror

RIPCORD

THE 611

SOUTH BEACH
TONY'S CORNER POCKET

VIVIANA'S

Spring
RANCH HILL SALOON
Humble
WHISPERS
Galveston

RD COAST BEACH BAR

THE PINK DOLPHIN
ROBERT'S LAFITTE

Beaumont
THE COPA

ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO

Bryan/College Station

HALO VIDEQ BAR

BARG LU GUIDE I—

Thank you for voting me your Community Hero
and your Favorite Community Photographer!

feres looking ar 4

the website:
Montrose Sottball League
TGHA

HRC Gala

GMCH & Bayou City Wom
TUTS Night at tha Habby Center
Act OUT/Alley Th

Black Tie Dinner

Houwston Pr

5 Chorus

I-unDeHart.coﬁ

Need a professional photographer for your special
event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202.

Who's watching
the kids when
youre away?

e

-)".

This is not a model. Wally is an actual client!

Pet Sitting 5

IN THE HEIGHTS

Experienced « Bonded » Professional « References
Competitive Rates: $33 /day or $16.50 per visit.
Special Neighborhood Discount §25/day!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

CROSSVIEW

CLUB TRUE COLORS - 2727 CROSSVIEW DR. 77063
713-266-6505 - myspace.com/queerassgear

MEDITATION MONDAYS IN MONTROSE

LED BY

ALAN DAVIDSON

BiG MIND, INTEGRAL. INSIGHT,
CHANTING, SENSE AND CENTER YOUR BODY.
EVERY MONDAY NIGHT
7:30 TO 8:30 PFM
1712 FAIRVIEW,

STUDIO CLASSROOM
HOUSTON, TX 77006

MEDITATE LIKE A
BUDDHIST MONK IN ONE NIGHT!
GUARANTEED, OR
YOUR EGO BACK.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT
www.THRoUGHYoURBoDY.CcoOM/
EVENTS.HTML
OR CALL NICOLE AT
713-942-0923

YouR FIRST CLass s FREE wiTH THIS AD

YitSmart MAY 2000 119



by Lilly Roddy

es, our old pal is going retrograde on May

5, so get your act together before then

50 you can be ready te iew all of your
ongoing plans. This retrograde will especially af-
fect the fixed signs of Taurus, Leo, Scorpig, and
Aquarius. So those signs should pay attention to
finishing up old projects, particularly. But all signs
should take into account the Mercury retrograde
and wait 'til Mercury is fully direct on June 8 before
you take any actions on new projects. * The Sun
begins the month in Taurus and enters Gemini on
the 20th. Mercury is direct in Gemini but quickly
retrogrades back in Taurus and stays there for the
entire month. Venus is focusad on herself as she
moves through Anes. Her fnend and playmate,
Mars, is moving along right there with her in Aries,
his home sign. Jupiter remains in Aquarius, Saturn
n Virgo, Uranus in Pisc
and Pluta in Capricorn.

ses, Neptune in Aquarius,

ARIES (March 21-April 18). There is a combina-
tion of energies this month for you. First, with
rade, it is the time
to financial issues from the past. And with both
Venus and M:

you will have especially high

Mercury re to pay attention

s in your sign for the entire month

rgy. Some exer-

cise, dancin 1 h|'«||'|:_'i in the woods may halp to

burn off that excess. Otherwise, you are ready fo
tackle any proyj L 1
some attention tc
needs the attentior
as the
the small stuff

1onth of

GEMINI (May 2
penod of retreat
ruling planet retro gr.CIE
you are not at the top of your ¢

21). You will be

nonth begins. With your

it is normally a time when

ame. Only

people who are your friends into your life. You
will be more sensitive than usual and people with
negative energy will affect you more

This is a i
beach. Home, ¢ ) ]
pick up after M.'l:,. 18, but you are still not re
act on anything Your magination 1S

for journaiin

fertile, but wait

until June to expose your ideas 1o the

CANCER (June 22

ates will be your key

y 22). Frie
thiz month, K

1wl receptive to their

3 }I"!Uf crap
claws open and be warm ar
gifts. They will want to spend time with you. And
with Mercur y retre
hearing from old friends from the past.
projects going, but p
e only. Work could t
:ould seem a bit pushy to your co-
sharg-

ing there, you should be
You will

them

.Eh

want to get a lot of

n the planning st:

axira

ISy and you ¢

waorkers, Beware of their feelings as you ¢
ing about the office. Relationships are
the month opens, but the
change in your routines

ense as

) Just neads to be some
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UNLIMITED

Calling and Messaging Plan

T-Mobile” Unlimited Plan,
Unlimited nationwide calling o any number, even landlines.
Unlimited nationwide messaging (text, pic and IM)
Flat rate of $99.99 per month plus taxes and fees.
Includes nationwide long-distance and roaming.

Limited time offer. N

HGKI# 531 ﬂ HPre: sMu‘lIc

BlackBerry ™ Pearl B120
ile

SAMSUNG T339

Lo

“ WIRELESS SERVICES

12320 Bellaire Bivd., Ste c-1, 281.568.6108

Interested in becoming a T-Mobile Authorized Dealer?
Call Edward Carranco at 281.948.7520 for more information

MOTOROLA RAIRZ, VB

** - -Mobile~

authorized dealer

Voice N View
8939 Westheimer Road
(Gessner Rd & Foundren Rd)

713.334.3535

Wireless Dreams Telecom Viet Hoa
{inside Hong Kong City Mail) (Viet Hoo Supermaricet)
11205 Bellaire Blvd, Aisle ¥ B300 W. Sam Houslon Plwy

832.328.1300 281.564.5300

Central Wireless
1614 Gessner Drive
Housion, TX 77080

B832.358.2442

Birch Wireless
244 Sharpstown Chr., #K-1B

713.270.7863

*All unlimited features are only for direct communications between 2 people; domestic only. Additional restrictions apply; see printed materials and T-Mobile’s Terms and
Conditions at T-Mobile.com for details. Limited time offer; subject to change. T-Mobile and the magenia color are federally registered irademarks of Deutsche Telekom AG.
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Sr. Vice President
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fax 866.908.9872
mvest@primelending.com
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F"l. -874- I‘~H~
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Phatos by Dalton DeHart

Annise Parker, Joanne Herring, Roy Gonzalez, Peter
Brown, Gene Locke, and Parvin and Marty McVey at the
Meet Houston Mayoral Candidates on April 7.

Noel Freeman, Mayor Bob Lanier, and Sue Lovell at the Sue
Lovell campaign fundraiser on March 31

Club 54, the winning bunny hutch group with some of the
hosts of Bunnies On The Bayou XXX on April 12

Ben Jones, Phillip Lyles, Tori Williams, and Lynn Schwartz-
enburg at the Krewe Of Olympus Appreciation/Distribution To
Beneficiaries event on March 29.

122 MaAY 2009 OutSmart

OUT IN HOUSTON
e

Lo

Walter Scarborough, Diana Scar-
borough, Maverick Welsh, and Daryl
Sinkule at the Maverick Welsh for

| L BCBC Members at Jungle 17 on April 11.
District H fundraiser on March 31

FleT

o 4

Jeremy Williams, Lance Marshall, James Oxford, Brandon K. Sampson, Bryan McSween, and Cody
Soutar at the BARC Volunteers Weekend on March 29

Victor Castillo, Jeremy Edwards, Soraya Gallegos,
and Melissa Noreiga at the Mel-tinis with Melissa
Noreiga tundraiser on Apnil 21

Smith, Emily Hilton, Lashaune Tisdale, Emily
Hilton, Lauren Lovell, and Wendy Pearson at
TUTS Rent Relief — A Bailout Mixer an April 15

Maureen Haver, Derek Darnell, Dee Young, and
Fred Lewis at 27 Texans Together Candidates Meet
and Greet on Apnil 21.

Kelly McCann and

Marc Cohen of AIDS

Foundation Houston

receive a check from
Lt Southern Country for

L iy Camp Hope on March 26.

Susie Hebert and Mike Craig at AFH's 20th An-
nual Houston's AIDS Walk 2009 on March 15.

= E -
Estaban Caro, Lily Hernandez, Charles Coleman,
Israel Rabago, Cody Grizzoffi, and Terry Lynn
Flores at Birthday Dragstravaganza on April 18.

-

ANNISE PARKER
for MAYOR

A Proven Leader for these
Tough Economic Times

Of all the candidates for Mayor,
only Annise Parker has the
knowledge and experience to
lead our city through this
challenging economy and keep
Houston moving forward.

Annise has used tough audits to
save Houston millions of dollars
that are now funding priorities
like police and firefighters,

after-school programs and .

%
economic development. -, \,"\
.

Today, Annise is a candidate for o
mayor— offering bold ideas to
create jobs, reduce crime, strengthen neighborhoods and keep

Houston the best place in America to live and raise all our families.

BE A PART OF THE SOLUTION

As your Controller, a businesswoman and a parent, Annise is finding
solutions to Houston's toughest challenges. Join our campaign today!

www.AnniseParker.com

HQ: 321 Heights Blvd., Houston, TX 77007 ANNISE

@ PARKER

FOR HOUSTON

7153-861-6464 Join us on EiFacebook!



FREE ZOOM2!
TEETH WHITENING

with cleaning, exam and X-rays.

Join Dr. Herzog’s
Smile High Club.
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