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Extreme Dental Makeovers. . . You've seen them on

television. They happen everyday at River Oaks Center

For Denfistry. It's nothing less than a life changing

experience. From simple Recare Appointments to

complete Smile Makeovers, our mission is the same,

“Take great care of great people.” Through Pride
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month, mention offer “Livewell” to Shannon to receive

Club Level Incentives. Let’s get to know you better.

www.River Oaks Center for Dentistry con

1355 W. GRAY

}

Houston, Texas Ph: 713.526.2904 OFFER: 100PV-0501 II
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Recognizing and prometing diversity m 1S &
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people we hire - it means encouraging and
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Together we’ll go far

for MAYOR

ANNISE PARKER

A Proven Leader for these
Tough Economic Times

Of all the candidates for Mayeor,
only Annise Parker has the
knowledge and experience to
lead our city through this
challenging economy and keep
Houston moving forward.

Annise has used tough audits to
save Houston millions of dollars
that are now funding priorities
like police and firefighters,
after-school programs and

economic development.

Today, Annise is a candidate for
mayor— offering bold ideas to

create jobs, reduce crime, strengthen neighborhoods and keep
Houston the best place in America to live and raise all our families.

BE A PART OF THE SOLUTION

As your Controller, a businesswoman and a parent, Annise is finding
solutions to Houston'’s toughest challenges. Join our campaign today!

www.AnniseParker.com
HQ: 321 Heights Blvd., Houston, TX 77007 ANNISE

@ PARKER

FOR HOUSTON

713-861-6464 Join us on FiFacebook!
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Rcaderﬁ Choice
“Buying or selling your home is
a BIG DEAL, usually the biggest
one you do. THANK YOU to all
of you who have trusted me with
such a big part of your lives.
FOR A GREAT REAL ESTATE
EXPERIENCE... CALL ME!"

713-828-7866

22 Years Experience

Over $200 Million in Home Sales

The Metropolitan
550 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 350
Houston,
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BMW Ultimate Service™

Pay nothing. 4 years/50,000 miles. The most comprehensive maintenance plan (including wear and tear items) in its class.

e Rotors: $ Engine Belts: $0 il Changes: $0 Wiper Blade Inserts: $C ascheduled Inspech

DvaNnTacE BMW
MIDTOWN

Conveniently Located Inside the Loop
1305 Gray @ Caroline

713-289-1200
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Steve Melton MS, LPC, LMFT

Psychotherapist ICounseIor
Evening and Weekend Aj

« Anxiety » Gay/Lesbian Issues
* Depression + Relationships
« Addiction  « Self Esteem

713.560.6496
4617 Montrose, Suite C206

DD

NOW PUBLISHING IN OUR 16™ YEAR! |

utySimanig

Houston's gy, lesbian, bi, and trans magazine ‘

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief
Associate Publisher |ame Hurst |

Creative Director/Entertainment Editor

Senior Editor |
Graphic Artist

Contributing Writers

Photographers/lllustrators

-'d) Account Executives

Web Editor
Special Projects Manager

National Advertising Representative

Subscriptions:

E-mail address:
Website address:

e B __.__-_,,_.._..-.-.-'
; /|

i

Silky smooth and innovati
kinda like you. The Optic Collection’
pud (x)ist offers an impressive

tlan made of 94% modal and
: it perfectly bridges
veen comfort and style,

Merchandise
Impaorted. 2905002

o and joy. We're feel
to coast, nationwi

) Igg pride in the ii'(r

iMonth, America:

the magic of

@¢.

MAacys.com




LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

very special to me, as it is to all

of us here at OutSmart. We've
always had a unique connection to
Pride, as most members of the LGBT
community, but this year is some-
thing special. To be entrusted as the
Official Pride Guide of Houston by
the Pride Committee of Houston is

Ihavu to be honest. This issue 1s

quite an honor for us.

Looking over the various Pride
events, fundraisers, and celebra-
tions, it's undeniably a very exciting
time—an entire month devoted to
parties and festivities. But there is
something more substantial, more
important than just colorful rainbow
flags and the sparkling mirror ball
suspended over the corner of Mon-
trose and Westheimer.,

Pride means that no longer are
we forced to meet only in dark bars,
where every drink comes with an in-

New house?

visible shot of fear—fear that the police
could swoop down and raid the place,
throw us into the paddy wagon, and
take us all to jail.

Pride means that out LGBT people
can be serious contenders for elected
offices in the fourth largest city in the
country, and that the first thing most
people talk about is their stellar qualifi-
cations, not the fact that he or she is gay.

Pride means that transgendered
men and women, while probably still
the most disenfranchised members of
our family, have made tremendous in-
roads into acceptance and understand-
ing in our community, and the nation as
a whole.

I'm not saying that we don't have a
long way to go. We do. As California’s
recent verdict against gay marriage at-
tests, we still have a fight ahead of us.

Houston Pride 2009 theme, Out 4
Justice, with its superhero feel, couldn’t

be more appropriate, Full equality
requires superhero-level courage, and
not just the courage demonstrated by
the grand marshals, role models, and
straight allies found in these pages.
It comes with the strength of every
individual who is out and proud, not
only on Westheimer on the last Satur-
day of June, but the next day, and the
next, and the next, in our homes, our
schools, our workplaces. our places of
worship, and our voting booths.

I am exceptionally proud that
already in the first decade of the 21st
century, gay men, lesbians, bisexuals,
and transgenders are safer, freer, and
more liberated than we've ever been.
And that makes every Pride activity
resonate a little deeper. [ hope you
feel that as well.

Happy Pride Month.

Greg Jeu and the staff of OutSmart

From plasma tus

Redecorating?

For maximum pleasure,
carefully place a big TV here.

(we can help.)

to Media rooms....

F rom outdoor Speakers

to multiroom audio....

Qur name says it all. If it is related to audio video,
we can help with product selection and installation

10 JUNE 2009 QutSmart

.and do it with SIUIE.

audio video [s[ESIS

home theater « design « custom installation

7300 Southwest Frwy  avdesignshouston. com 713-7T6-B444

from [he Gallenia  Ballaire exit next to Custom Car Stereo
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The Naked
Truth

Bruce W. SMITH DDS

Full Service Cosmetic & General Dentistry

713.529.4364

Voted Favorite Dentist
by OutSmart Readers 2000-2008

Houston Press 2008
HTexas Magazine Top Dentist 2008 & 2009

Preventive, Restorative, Cosmetic Dentistry
Zoom! Tooth Whitening and INVISALIGN Tooth Straightening

We still gladly help with your insurance!

1006 Missouri Street ¢ Houston, Texas 77006 ¢ Info@BruceSmithDDS.com
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LIVEMNATIOMN.com
THE BOX OFFICE | 877-598-6671
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT SELECT BLOCKBUSTER OUTLETS
All dates, acts and ticket pr | to change without notice

A service charge is added to each ticket

ART KELLER, DC. ¢

HOUSIon, Iexas

Billie Willmaon Jenkin

Work Injuries Auto Accidents
Sports Injuries Acupuncture

Imparrment Ratings

A COMMUNITY TREASURE

713.781.3344 A SRR

wonderful group!
CHIMNEY ROCK CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

Thank vou. Iris, for your hard work
Shirley Heller
3033 Chimney Rock at Richmond, Suite 440 Houston, Texas @
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by Nancy Ford

CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT
SAYS ‘YES AND NO’ TO MARRIAGE EQUALITY

n May 26, the California Supreme
Court issued its ruling in our Propo-
sition 8 legal challenge. The court’s

ruling validated same-sex

marriages that took place

between June 16 and No-

vember 4

“This is not the end of the journey,” said
Kelley Moran. national director for Yes on
Gay Marriage. “The Court’s ruling only

helps us refocus on
the issues of chang-

ing state laws to al-

, 2008, assuring low gay marriage,
. - - -
those marriages remain ol e,-c,;ll.‘,jl protection

legally valid and recognized
by the state of California.

However, the court up-
held the ban on future same-
sex marriages approved by
voters in November, arguing
that the proposition was
an amendment to the state
constitution and not a revision. A revision
of the constitution requires two-thirds ap-
proval of lawmakers to pass before it goes to
1]1L'\'l'-l!'r'-i.:il'l'lll'i'l:lrl'_'.illilHl"l[('ll]\'l]! released
by the California-based organization, Yes on

Gay Marriage.

under the law, and of

repealing the federal

Defense of Marriage

Act. Until DOMA 1s

repealed, gay couples

Who MAarry 1n any

state that allows it

are still denied fed-

eral rights, responsibilities, and obligations
that heterosexual couples already enjoy

“DOMA violates the

guarantee of equal protection under the law.”

14th Amendment's

Moran continued. *According to General Ac-
counting Office reports, DOMA denies 1,138

IT'S A GAY GUT BUSTER

benefits to gavs who marry. The United
States Congress has an obligation, I believe
to repeal DOMA so that all U.S. citizens
enjoy equal protection under the law.”

Paul Scott, executive director of Equality
Texas, extended his organization’s support
to Californians who continue to oppose
Proposition 8. “We will support our friends
in California when they go back to the ballot
to overturn Proposition 8,” Scott said. “We
know they will ultimately be successful
because more |Jl'||jhll now understand how
harmful it is to take away equal rights from
families,” Seott added

Locally, Houston GLBT Political Caucus
president Kris Banks expressed sadness
at the ruling. “First of all, we are sad for
our friends in California, where the state
supreme court reaffirmed Proposition 8,
which took away the right to marry from
same-sex couples,” he said in a statement

to the press. continued on page 18
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o you want to shed those winter pounds and get in shape?

Sure, you can apply to The Biggest Loser and have a national
TV audience watch as you get voted off the show, or you can
sign up for a free, 12-week community weight-loss program in
Montrose. And nobody gets voted off the island.

The Montrose Community Meltdown is the brainchild of Josh
Price, a guy who knows a little something about
weight loss and reality TV.

Houston native Price headed to Hollywood in
2004, working as a production assistant on TV shows
and as the casting director on Ryan Seacrest's 2008
Mamma's Boys, a sort of Bachelor-with-mom’s-
approval reality show. Price returned to Houston to
work on twa natianal court shows that film here at
Fox 26: Cristina’s Court and Judge Alex.

“| finally got out of the business,” Price says
retired at 28! Too many long nights and broken cell
phones.” Now, he runs a personal concierge service, and he's
recently gotten engaged to Anthony Seals, his partner of three
years, But both of them fight the battle of the bulge, and that's
why Price got the idea for a community meltdown,

"I've battled obesity my whole life,” says Price. “I've been up
and down. I'm up now, and | think the only way for me to combat
this problem is to be responsible and motivate others in the com-
munity.” That, and inspiration from his mom who works in the

JUNE 2008  OutSrr

fitness industry—coupled with an insider’s knowledge of reality
TV—has lead to the Montrose Community Meltdown. Those who
sign up for the free program will find themselves experiencing
something akin to The Biggest Loser, working with trainers at
area gyms that are sponsors and attending motivational meet-
ings at the Montrose Counseling Center. And yes, Price will
use his Hollywood connections to bring in some
big-name speakers. But the bottom line is about the
community helping each other lose weight.

“We're hoping for more than 300 people,” Price
says. “And everyone is welcome—gay, straight,
whatever! Obesity is such a problem in this country
today, we really need to address the problem and
do something about it.”

As for Price himself, he's hoping to lose 60
pounds during the 12-week challenge. And Seals
will be right there with him.

"Anthony’s very excited about it. He's participating in it,
too,” Price says. “He's very excited and he wants this for both

of us.” —Marene Gustin

Montrose Community Meltdown is a free, 12-week course which
starts in July. You can stgn up now at m el
down@blogspot.com and follow the fun on Fa ok, MySpace,
and Twitter. Price is hoping participants will blog, post, and
upload photos to share their inspirational weight-loss stories,
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MODELS OPEN DAILY

Ray Walker 281.687.8429
Jennie Tuschman 281.658.3999

Quality, dedicated service on your behal}...
in the neighborhood and beyond!

= $162,000

= 4/2.5/2

= Well cared for w/lots of extras!

Jim Moore
713.824.4145

FOUNDERS POINT

1302 -1324 w. dallas

open weekends 2-5 pm | $340’s




specialize in the care of chronic

also take care of your everyday

your family.

D¢ aery of a Becialt Tedicat
Oni Ve L3V inseli _!—_, Kpert
} MAacIsts
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coordination of benefit

Getting the medications you need, when
and where you need them, is vital, We

conditions, such as HIV/AIDS, but we can

medications too. YWe're here for you and Ph

Conveniently located to serve the

cammunity

4101 Greenbriar, Suite 235

Houston, TX 77098

Toll-Free

713.521.1700
866.523.5995

Fax: 713.521.5855
Hours: M - F:8:30 am to 6:30 pm
Sat: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

< SCrip

specialty pharmacy services
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» Certified IMAGO Relationship Therapist
* Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
« Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor

DENISE O’'DOHERTY

3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 9!0 * HOUSTON, 77098

(713) 524-9525

www.RelationshipTherapistRN.com
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continued from page 14

“But even the supposed ‘good news,’ that
same-sex marriages performed before the
proposition passed will remain valid, serves
as nothing but a cruel mockery for Hous-
tonians and Texans. Those marriages may
remain valid in California, but the moment
those same-sex couples pass the Texas state
line, they have no rights. That's because a
Texas constitutional amendment, passed in
2005, took those rights away.

“But we want to make sure our com-
munity and those who support us are aware
that there is action they ean take to advance
equality right here in Houston,” continued
Banks. “Gay, leshian, bisexual, and transgen-
der people must stand behind the members
of our ecommunity who are ready to lead,
including openly gay and lesbian candidates
like Annise Parker, who is running for mayor,
and Maverick Welsh, who is in a runoff'in just
three weeks for Houston City Council.

“We ask that our community turn its
anger into action and get involved in these
loeal races.”

NEW HAMPSHIRE
LEGISLATURE APPROVES
MARRIAGE EQUALITY

ON MAY 6, NEW HAMPSHIRE'S STATE
legislature passed a bill extending the free-
dom to marry to same-sex couples.

“We salute the courage and commitment
of the New Hampshire legislature for doing
the right thing by passing this legislation,”
and Lesbian
“The leg-

said Rea Carey, National Gay
T.t:-'k Force executive director
islature’s action also affirms the national
momentum building for marriage equality.
It is clear that as people have discussed and
considered this issue, they are increasingly
recognizing that the protections provided

through civil marriage are a vital part of

full equality.”
The measure now advances to New Hamp-
shire governor John Lynch for signing.

BARBARA ANN
RADNOFSKY ANNOUNCES
CANDIDACY FOR
ATTORNEY GENERAL

HOUSTON ATTORNEY BARBARA ANN
Radnofsky has announced her candidacy
for Texas Attorney General in the 2010
election,

“The attorney general is the people’s
lawver. But what happens when the people’s
lawyer gives bad legal advice, abuses the of-
fice for political gain?” Radnofsky queried in
a statement to the press. "The AG needs the
real-world anchors of life lessons and good

judgment. After 30 years of law practice, 1

understand that when you are fighting for
people you should never give up; no govern-
ment should deprive its citizens of their
rights, nor tilt the playing field.”

In the span of her 30-year legal career,
Radnofsky was honored as the Outstanding
Young Lawyer of Texas in 1988 and has been
listed in the past 16 years in “Best Lawyers
in America.”

LONNIE ALLSBROOK
ANNOUNCES RUN FOR
CITY COUNCIL, POSITION 1
SMALL-BUSINESS OWNER and openly
gay man, Lonnie Allsbrook, has announced
his intention to run for Houston City Coun-
Peter Brown, a candidate
for Houston mayor, currently occupies the

cil, Position 1.

Position 1 eouncil seat.

A 38-vear resident of Houston, Allsbrook
says he has “come to value and appreciate
but has realized there is
potential for growth and change.

this community,”

“The reason | am running for this posi-
tion is to give the people of Houston a repre-
sentative that is fair, honest, and genuinely
willing to take the time to listen to the needs
of the citizens of this community. [ am that
person.” Allsbrook is owner of Beer Island
in the I'll'i;.'{ht.-.

MAVERICK WELCH EYES
DISTRICT H COUNCIL SEAT
IN RUNOFF ELECTION

THE SPECIAL ELECTION ON MAY 9 for
the Houston City Council District H seat
found openly gay candidate Maverick Welch
headed for a runoff election with Houston po-
lice afficer Ed Gonzalez. Gonzalez garnered
31 percent of the May vote; Welch received
almost 27 percent of the vote.

“The groundswell of support for Maverick
on election day is proof positive that he has
the institutional and grassroots following
needed to defeat Gonzalez in the runoff,”
said Houston Stonewall Young Democrats
Brandon Webb. “The Houston
Stonewall Young Democrats are proud to be

president,

ineluded in Welsh's vital volunteer baze.”

The election is being held to 11 the seat
of former city councilman Adrian Gareia,
who was elected Harris County sheriff in
November 2008. The
for June 13

BAYOU CITY PERFORMING
ARTS GETS NEW LEADER

LINUS LERNER HAS BEEN NAMED artis-
tie director of Bayou City Performing Arts, the

runoff election iz set

umbrella organization for Gay Men's Chorus of

Houston, the Bayou City Women's Chorus, —

KAREN DERR

& ASSOCIATES REALTY

Clayton Morgan
(713) 447-6659

KARENDERR,COM (80Q) 656-765

Robert Zahn

(409) 939-9237
Seaside Townhomes | 17725 San
Luis Pass Rd. | $192,000 | Escape to
a lovely contemporary townhouse
with a direct view of the surf just
west of Jamaica Beach. 3 decks
include a sunbathing deck on the
rooftop. 2 bedrooms, 3 baths. Very
low HOA dues $240/month. Call
Robert Zahn (409) 939-9237
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Beautiful Pointe West Cottages Building Site

16519 Spotted Sandpiper | $81,000 | Expansive Beach
and Bay views. Enjoy the luxurious Beach Club at Pointe
West. 3 miles of Beaches and landscaped trails. Access to
Bay for kayaking and sailing. Call Robert Zahn (409)
939-9237

7310 Seawall | $319,000 |
Beautifully unigue place could
be 1 unit or 2 again. Owners
remadeled but retained bath
and kitchen features in smaller
unit. No IKE damage to the
unit. 2 bedrooms + office, 3
baths. Did | mention the ocean
spray off your 2 balconies? Call B
Clayton (713) 447-6659
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2203 Durham Dr Houston, TX 77007 [comer of Lorkin & Durham) I % ﬂ

P. 713.426.5700

www.yuppiedogdaycare.com

UNE 2008

JutSmart J

Yuppie Dog

17




INTURIES & DFAm CASES

Hydroxycut
Notice

If you have taken
Hydroxycut and are
experiencing serious
health problems as
a result, you may be
entitled to damages
under the law.

Call us immediately
for more information
or a consultation about
your legal options.

THE DOAN

THE ULTIMATE
FIGHTING LAW FIRM

AUTO/TRUCK ACCIDENTS
WORK-RELATED INJURIES
PREMISE LIABILITY
CRIMINAL DEFENSE
PROBATE
ESTATE PLANNING
OILFIELD INJURIES
CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS
PHARMACEUTICAL INJURIES

(713)568-2370

FREE INITIATL
. CONSULTATION

TheDoanLawFirm.com
Clear Lake

Legal Assistant A
Heights Greenway
540 Heights Bivd, $te. 360 One Greenway Plaza, Ste. 100 2323 Glear Lake City Bivd, Ste. 120

Houstan, TX 77007 Houstan, TX 77046 Houston, TX 77062
24 HR HOTLINE (800)910-FIRM Al Offices by Appaintment Only

Lisa T. Woo, 0.D.
432 West 19th 5t

Mo Tua,, Thur., Fri. 8a - By

Voted Best
Eye Doctor

OutSmart

113/864-8822 Readers
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Bayou City Chorale, and Bayou Rhythms.

“I'm very excited. I love Houston,” Lerner
told the Arizona Daily Star. “1 worked with
this chorus and it's good.”

Currently the music director and con
ductor of the Southern Arizona Symphony
Orchestra Tucson, Lerner said he will com-
mute from Houston to Tueson to continue to
lead the orchestra there

Lerner’s appointment to BUPA becomes
effective in August

KINDRED SPIRITS
CELEBRATION MOVES
TO RUSSIAN
COMMUNITY CENTER

MEMBERS OF THE ORGANIZING com
mittee of the 2009 Kindred Spirits Celebra-
tion say the group’s annual danee is set for
August 15, beginning at 7 p.m

Previously held at the now-demolished
Edwin R. Hornberger Conference Center,
the dance takes place at Demers Russian
Community Center, 8225 Cantrell Street, in
gouthwest Houston.

Now in its eighth year, the celebration
commemorates the 1980s-era nightclub for
women and their friends, and benefits Assist-
Hers, Bering !’"r'|'=t--_-.-;1 Commun il;. Services,
Houston l;u rs Club, and Lesbian Health
Initiative-Houston. For more information,
log on to '-xl:li.L||'-'|.|~'Fli|':[.-.'1|'l|r'=1"1£‘.."II'L' k2

Milestones

DIED Gerald (Jerry) Miller §
Brady, founder of Liberty
Cab Company, died on
April 29 due to complica-
tions from cardiac surgery
He was 63. In addition to
founding the taxi company
in 1981, Brady was an early leader in the cvil rights
movement. Actively opposing the Vietnam War, he
later sought out disenfranchised veterans for whom
he provided assistance and opportunities. He consis
tently supported gay equality, the National Rifle As
sociation, and many industry organizations and local
business enhancement groups. Additionally, he was a
board member and former president of the Greater
Northside Management District and a multiple-term
president of HATCO, the Houston Alliance of Taxi
Cab Owners. Surviving family members encourage
bereaved friends to honor Brady with contributions
to charities of individual choice.

RESIGNED Longtime Houston GLET Political Caucus
leaders, board member Beth Tudor, vice president/
screening chair Mana Gonzalez, and former board
member and president (and most recently, data chair)
Jack Valinski have resigned from their caucus duties.
Replacing them in the organization are Christina
Gorczynski and Neal Falgoust. Additionally, Victor
Castillo has resigned from his position as secretary
of Houston Stonewall Young Democrats.
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What a World

by Nancy Ford

THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE HOME

In Montrose, there’s much to be proud about

espite its promising rhyme as it
began that everything would be
just fine, 2009 has had its disap-

pointments.

First, The L. Word, considered by some of

us leshians as our small-cinematographic
home away from home, ended its six-year run
with what was arguably the most ill-advised
finale since The Sopranos flat-lined in 2007.
Bring on the movie.

Next, we eringe to remember how Barack
Obama said he would have the gay commu-
nity’s back in the White House if we would
have his on his way there. But President
Chill (and I call him that with the friendliest
of intentions) said last menth, that lifting
Don't Ask, Don’t Tell, that notorious, imju-
rious gay ban on the military,
would have to wait.

Then, slightly more loeally,
Texas governor Rick Perry dis-
appointed some, yet inspired
others by l'l'III..jlll'Ell;'\' the |:Hr:i.'1i-
bility of Texas seceding from the remaining
49 states.

“There’s absolutely no reason to dissolve
it. But,” Perry hinted on April 15, referring
the “great union” that is these United States,
“if Washington continues to thumb their
nose at the American people, you know, who
knows what might come out of that.”

But the disappointments of this year are
dwarfed by positive occurrences that, espe-
cially this month, give us queer folk here in
Houston—specifically, here in Montrose—
reason to be proud:

For one, you may have heard that our
own Annise Parker, who has risen from
the ranks of Houston City Council and
the controller’s office of the largest city in
Texas, is leading a pack of candidates for
Houston's next mayor. Leading handsomely
we might add

Next, there is also the very real possibil
ity that in November, Houston may boast
not only an out mayor, but also four out
city council members in addition to already
seated out couneil member, Sue Lovell.
How's that for a comeback, Straight Slate
that ill-fated roster of antigay candidates
that ran for city office in 1985)7

And finally, Pride season, the highest
of high holy days for the LGBT communmnity,
15 here

Forty years after the first glittering high
heels and smelly trash cans were thrown at

Stonewall, we still celebrate the bravery of

those theretofore immaculately groomed,
closeted, gay men who looked like a casting
call for Mad Men auditions. Shoulder-to-
shoulder beside them were the butch dykes
with their stereotypical buteh haireuts and
pack of Lucky Strikes rolled up in the sleeve
of their white T-shirts, and the transgenders
and erossdregsers who didn't run when their
MASCATA TAN.

Christopher Street, the place where the
Stonewall rebellion occurred in 1969, was

Montrose is a state of mind
as much as a geographic location.

a microcosm of New York City's artists
hemians, forward-thinkers, and, of course,
the queers.

Much like Montrose

And just like Christopher Street, Mon-
trose, the 31-year home of the southwest’s
hi;j_un-.-:I Pride celebration held every June
in commemaoration of Stonewall, has its own
history to be proud of.

Montrose looked much different in 1978
when Houstons first official Pride parade
rolled down Westheimer than it does now.
There were no five-story townhomes. Mom
and pop restaurants, resale shops, bars,
and other small businesses dominated the
neighborhood otherwise occupied by Hous-
ton's artists, Bohemians, forward-thinkers,
and, of course, queers.

Prior to that, in the 1900s, before the Bo-
hemians et al settled there in the heady '60s
era, Montrose was a barren prairie land.

Doing its part to ensure that today’s
flavorless fast-food franchises and towering
townhomes don't return Montrose to that
indistinguishable esthetically barren state
is a new locally produced television show—a
must-gsee for anyone who has emotional or
financial investment in Montrose

Mantrose, Texas: The Transformation of a
Neighborhood from Sunset Productions with
assistance by Sally Huffer and the Montrose
Counseling Center is scheduled to air dur-
ing Pride month, on June 3, 9 p.m.. on PBS.
That'’s Channel 8 for most local viewers.

PBS Houston’s ubiquitous Ernie Manouse
narrates the 30-minute program focusing on
the rich heritage that is the land and the
people of Montrose. We also are treated to
personal recollections of the area as told by
some of the key people who helped Montrose
(which originally got its name from a town in
Scotland) become the gem that it is today

Neighborhood matri- and patriarchs,
Suzanne Anderson, Jimmy Carper, Marion
Coleman, John Coulter, John Danielson, Ray
Hill, John Kellett, Dan Martin,
Sharon Montgomery, Carol Adat-
to Nelson, Brandon Welf, and
others afix their own individual
pieces of memory into the story,
contributing to the rich jigsaw
puzzle of diversity that is Montrose.

They refer to Montrose as Houston's Dis-
nevland, Mecca, Castro, Greenwich Village,
and even Cape Cod, proving that Montrose
is a state of mind as much as a geographic
location.

But on June 27, Montrose is known to the
rest of Houston as, simply, the place to be.

Gathering like they were responding to a
biological clock that sounds its big gay alarm
every last Saturday night of every June, every
year, hoards of homosexuals and heterosexu-
als and families and singles and young people
and people who wish after the parade as they
adjust their spines that that were still young
all converge on Montrose for the festivities in
astounding, ever-increasing numbers,

Lord, they love those beads.

If only those same thousands and thou-
sands of people—the gay and the straight
and all the rest—who come to Montrose
to revel each June responded with equal
enthusiasm when it's time to vote to sup-
port what Montrose stands for, everything
equality-minded people ever dreamed of may
someday be attainable.

Who knows—maybe someday, Montrose
could even secede from Texas. B
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by Brandon Wolf

MY RUBY ANNIVERSARY

In love with the left for 40 years

n Sunday, June 28, 2009, the LGBT

community celebrates the 40th an-

niversary of the bar riot in New
York City that ignited our movement to-
ward full equality. T eame out the year fol-
lowing Stonewall, so I've always equated
my life as a gay man with the whole sweep
of the gay movement. Cognizant of the up-
coming 40th anniversary, my mind drifted
back in time.

In 1968, my oldest brother came out to
me. He was sure | was gay, too, but I denied
it. That, however, didn't stop me from buy-
ing a theater ticket for every gay film that
was being released at the time; for some
reason, Hollywood had suddenly got inter-
ested in gavs. 1 saw The Fox, The Killing
of Sister George, The Sergeant, and Reflec-
tions in a Golden Eve. When The Boys in
the Band was released, I slipped in to see it
again and again, weekend after weekend.
Somehow, though, I still wasn't convinced
I was gay.
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[n June 1969, the Stonewall riot oc-
curred. But it would be a year later, in the
fall of 1970, when my defining moment
would arrive. Dick Cavett invited a young
gay activist to appear on his evening talk
show. After the introduction of the guest,
the audience became breathlessly silent.
Cavett shifted uncomfortably in his chair.
When he said the word “homosexual,” it
pierced the air.

Cavett’s guest, Marty Robinson, was
visibly nervous, but determined to get
on with the business of speaking the un-
speakable. Robingon was dark, handsome,
muscular, and articulate—a econstruction
worker by day and a Gay Activist Alliance
member by night. He was lean and trim,
wearing a dark navy-blue sweatshirt with
a big orange lambda, | was mesmerized. A
month later | walked into a gay bar for the
first time.

I soon realized that being gay was more
than “living a gay lifestyle.” It was now a
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PATIO COVERS
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political and legal battle to change Ameri-
can attitudes. Immerging myself in the
politics of gay rights, [ quickly learned that
many politicians in the Democratic Party
were our friends. And that we had many
foes in the Republican Party.

Long-time community activist Ray Hill
ance told me about the day he came out to
his mother, Frankie. He warned her that

he had something to tell her about himself

that she didn't know. “I'm gay,” he said. And
she responded, “Oh, thank God. 1 thought
you were going to say you'd become a
Republican!”

Over the past 40 years, ['ve supported
every Democratic candidate for the presi-
dency, What I didn't originally anticipate
was a movement inside the gay ecommunity
undermining our ability to fight for gay
rights
ies of all time: the Log Cabin Republicans
(LCR). How can any LGBT person look the

.one of the greatest political myster-

continued on page 24

LAST CALL

OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

After 15 years, it’s time to move on

n the span of a human life, 15 years is

a long time. I've decided it's more than

long enough to write a regular column
for a magazine. This one, number 182, will
be the last one 1 write for OuiSmart.

Fifteen years ago, I was 27. 1 had recently
maved to Houston after graduating from law
school, had clerked for a conservative federal
appellate court judge, and had begun work-
ing for a big law firm

I was also just getting started in gay-
rights activism. [ had been to my first March
on Washington and had attended my first
couple of Pride parades. I had joined the
Houston Gay & Lesbian Political Caucus,
as it was known then, and was elected to
itg board. I had recently learned of a group
called the Log Cabin Republicans, which
combined a belief in equality for gay people
with conservative political ideals. [ was full
of ideas, energy, and enthusiasm.

President Clinton and Congress had just
given us “Don’t Ask, Don't Tell.” About 20
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states, including Texas, eriminalized gay
sex. The state Republican Party was bad
and getting worse (it's still terrible). 1 had
already lost a couple of friends to AIDS.
There was no gay marriage anywhere in
the world.

There were also few gay conservative
writers. There was Andrew Sullivan. Bruce
Bawer had written A Place at the Table. That
was about it. It was assumed that to be gay
was to be politically liberal on everything
from abortion to taxes to national security
My friends and I knew better, but these
were the days before the Internet, and it was
simply harder to connect with like-minded
people.

OuiSmart was getting started. One
could see from its first issue in February
1994 that this was not to be just another bar
rag. It seemed a possible outlet for a burst
of new thinking about gay politics, culture,
and life.

So 1 wrote a piece and sent it in to Greg

Jeu, the magazine’s visionary and tireless
publisher, for the March 1994 issue. Entitled
“Why Out Is Right,” it basically argued that
coming out of the closet was an important
step in changing the world. Not exactly an
original idea, even then. The magazine put
a hig picture of me in the middle of the page,
which was a fine idea back in 1994, Not so
good now,

I was hooked and started sending in
columns every month, For some reason, the
magazine kept publishing them.

It was only a few months later, after
sharp criticisms of President Clinton and a
series of eolumns on gay conservatism, that
the viewpoint of the column became clear.
Within a couple of years, OutSmart added
“LeftOut” (a column title I suggested) as a
balance to OutRight, LeftOut always seemed
superfluous to me, even though I respected
the writer and enjoyed the columns. Every-
thing written for gay magazines back then
continued or

was LeftOut. 1 page 25
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continued from page 22

other way and help put into office a party
which has worked against our community's
interests for so long?

Shortly before the 2008 election, I re-
ceived an e-mail from LCR, asking me to
vote for their endorsed candidate, John
Mc¢Cain. The organization’s president,
Patrick Sammon, included a recent McCa-
in interview with The Washington Blade.
Sammon gushed over the fact that the
senator had spoken with a gay newspaper.
What he seemed oblivious to was the fact
that his candidate had consistently reject-
ed every LGBT issue he was asked about.
Politics makes for strange bedfellows—and
bad sex.

I know all the LCR stuff about “chang-
ing the party from within." But when 1
think about them, I always get the same
eerie feeling I had while watching that first
Muppet movie when the frog-leg restaurant
chain attempted to hire Kermit as their
spokesman.

The Republieans went down in defeat
this past November. And the LCR band
played on as their mother ship sank beneath
the waves. One might think this would be
a harbinger of demise for gay Republicans.
Instead, they are now arguing with each
other about who is “too liberal,” and a new
group called GOProud has emerged. Let’s
hope that the Specter Flu spreads.

The Democratic Party i1sn't perfect. It
has disappointed our community many
times over the years. But on the whole,
their hearts have been in the right place,
and they've been there for us more of-
ten than not. The current White House
website features a list of goals that the
Obama administration hopes to achieve
for LGBTSs.

We have a president who listens, an ad-
ministration with a desire for dialogue, a
growing international reputation of good
will, the hottest First Lady on the plan-
et, and an adorable First Dog named Bo.
That's enough for me to stay content for
the near future, while our government
works to repair our economy and renew
our spirits.

I have sometimes questioned how 1
would perceive life if I hadn’t been barn
gay. Would I have ever experienced the
wonder of societal evolution or understood
the depth of the human spirit to resist in-

justice? Or would life have just become an

endless blur of days on the calendar and
dollars in the bank aceount?

Recently | was talking to my lesbian ae-
tivist friend, Arden Eversmeyer. She'’s that
lady from LOAF (Lesbians Over Age Fifty).

Eversmeyer loves to delight Houston Pride
Parade crowds as she leads cheers such as
“Two, four, six, eight—how do you know
your grandma’s straight?”

I asked Eversmeyer what she would
answer if there was a way that she could
travel back through time, stand before
God, and be allowed to choose whether or
not she would be gay. Without a moment of
hesitation, she looked at me and said, “Oh
Brandon, that's a no-brainer.”

Indeed. Have a happy 40th!

Brandon Walf, a regular contributor to Qut-
Smart magazine, founded the online group,
Houston Activist Network (Han-Net), whieh is
now LoneStardefivists

(OutRight

continued from page 23

I was pretty provoeative, opposing trans
inclusion in the gay movement, using “gay
women” to refer to lesbians, whacking the
Democrats and suggesting the Republican
Congress would not pass much antigay legis-
lation, chronicling the fights we were having
within the state GOP, and so on.

Liberal readers, seemingly the only ones,
started sending in highly eritical letters. But
only onee in 15 years has OutSmart refused
to publish OutRight based on its content—a
column in which [ suggested that the annual
Pride parades should be discontinued.

I liked the reader feedback, especially
the eritical kind. But the moments that
stick with me are the private notes and
words of encouragement | pccasionally got
from closeted people who said some column
I had written helped them come to terms
with being gay.

My life’s changed a lot in 15 years. in
ways predictable (gray in the temples) and
not so predictable (teaching law school in
Minneapolis). I left Houston 10 years ago,
though I still visit often and love the city. I'm
not in grassroots politics anymore, either as
a Republican or in gay-rights groups. The
Republican Party of Joe the Plumber doesn't
do much for me. And 1 haven't quite gotten
the hang of GLETQQTSIA.

The country has changed a lot, too, and
for the better. Sodomy laws are history,
thanks in large part to some brave people in
Houston. We have gay marriage in several
states and more are coming.

But we still have a long way to go. Bar-
ring Supreme Court intervention, we are
decades away from nationwide gay mar-
riage. Shamefully, gay soldiers are still be-
ing fired from military service. It's still not
possible for gay couples to walk down the —»
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InsideQut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

BOUNCING BACK

Preemptive program aims to quicken city’s response to weather disasters

ith all the recent flooding, Houston

ig certainly polishing its emer-

gency preparedness skills, 1fa big
hurricane hits again this summer, the city
should be ready.

Long before Hurricane lke plunged
Houston into eerie darkness September 13,
2008, the city was ready. We had created a
$20 million Rainy Day Fund, contracted for
post-storm debris pickup, improved the evacn-
ation plan after Hurricane Rita gridlock, and
made sure city response was coordinated with
county, state, and federal responders as well as

utility companies. One of the smartest projects

the city ever helped launch is TranStar, the

regional traffic and emergency management
center, considered one of the world’s best
Still, each storm is a new experience.
Hurricane Tke taught us painful lessons
about restoring the electrical grid and back-
ing up the city water system. We are working

on carrecting those problems before the next

Primelending

lmh PlainsCapital Company

You can be

_proud

of the place you call

Matthew Vest

hurricane season. But there is a deeper level
of response that we must achieve.

During Hurricane Rita, I volunteered
Lo h|'||: handle calls at the Houston Emer-
geney Center, where the city’s emergency
management staff was operating. [ fielded
non-emergency calls from the disabled, those
reliant on electricity for life-saving medical
equipment, and those without transporta-
tion. I could do little more than comfort them
over the telephone and promise to send help
after the storm

Yes, the city had seen the big picture and
prepared fairly well. But tragedy was striking
in individual homes. So many desperate people
should not have to eall 311 for help during a
disaster. We should know in advance who and
where the most vulnerable hve. We did little
better r|;||‘1n_;_-' Hurricane Ike, alt hnllgh a maore
honed media message and a general feeling
that the storm would be less severe helped.

The city and electricity providers do re-

quest that the most vulnerable eall before a
storm to zet on assistance lists. Obviously,
this can't reach everyone. While govern-
ments try to do their part before, during, and
after a storm, individuals and groups also
play a eritical role in saving lives,

The city has just launched a pilot program
to eoordinate those efforts and fill in eritical
gaps in storm response. Acres Homes, a pre-
dominantly African-American community in
northwest Houston, has been asked to serve
as a model for the rest of the eity. Participat
ing churches and civic groups will create
registries of vulnerable people in their area.
When the next disaster strikes, response will
be two-pronged. Groups will have already
given the list to the fire department so that
electricity can be restored to eritical loca-
tions, and either the city or the community
group can check on those in need.

Hopefully, the Acres Home pilot will
provide a workable model so the city can be

from the
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fizing in work with
fearls and couples
fif/ g8 lesbran,
bisexual and transgender

Ceamt '!'."II LY

QCutSmart Reader's Choice
Best Therapist 2003-2007

,ir 08 ,."_

divided into grids, neighborhood by neigh-
borhood, and within them, by church and
civie group. Yes, this sounds like a tremen-
dous challenge in a city of 2 million. Think
of it as building a house from the ground up.
Houston is composed of so many wonderful
neighborhoods, many with Neighborhood
Watch programs. This is just a logical exten-
sion of those successful programs that will
serve this city well in case of disaster.
Individuals must also do their part in a
disaster. Stock up on batteries and battery-
run items, like flashlights, fans, and TVs,
before hurricane season. Pay close attention

to hurricane alerts. Then stockpile water

and eat down the foed in your freezer. Know
how to secure your home from high winds
Most importantly, know your evacuation
routes iI'I\-rm live in a storm-surge zone, and
reach out to neighbors for help if you need it.
All this sounds like common sense, but we all
wonder why so many people ignore warnings
until the last minute. We can do better, and
after the hard lessons of Hurricane [ke, I'm
extremely hopeful that we will.

A eandidate for Houston's mayor in the Nove

is AnnisePe

s newsletter

g-mail to cicelv.awynne @eitvof houston.net,

Windswept
Landscape
Studios

Distinctive Landscapes

PROTECTING YOUR PARTNERSHIP

The __\/ethan Law Firm

A Professional Corporation

Board Certified in Consumer and Commercial Law
by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization*
Charles M.R. Vethan, Esg’

* Protecting Assets in Alternative
Lifestyle Relationships

» Partnership and Business Planning

* Divorce and Family Law for
Same Sex Partners

« Medical and Financial Powers of Atlorney

* Contracts & Commercial Transacations

713.526.2222

2909 Baldwin Street
Mictowh LOGATION IN THE MONTROSE

Pradaria, a New Kind of Brazilian Steak House!!!
Pradaria is the first and only Churrascaria Restaurant that
combines Continuous Service “Espeto Corrido” & South-American

Sr. Vice President
cell 713.291.3884
fax 866.908.9872
mvest@primelending.com

6575 Loop

Home Style & Contemporary A-La-Carte dishes.

TONY CARROLL, csw

For more information visit -
www.HoustonTherapist.com |

Fradaria

STEAKS & CHURRASCARIA

bouston.

1006 MISSOURI 5T. HOUSTON TX 77006

713.263.7771 [N

10694 Westheimer ® Tel: 281.501.2960 e Fax: 281.501.2901 S8 8
713-527-0000 ' www.windsweptiandscape.com www Pradaria com AR |
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by Kelly A. McCann

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH STANDARDS

Revisiting ‘“The Denver Principles’ for people with AIDS

n 1983, I was 22 years old and just
If_{r:uill:li ing from college. I was focused

on getting into graduate school, petting
to the gay bar for nightly drink specials,
and getting to know lots of women, but not
necessarily in that order. HIV and AIDS was
in the news but not yet a part of my world
(or at least 1 didn't know 1t was already
impacting my life)

At that time, we knew very little about
AIDS other than it was a scary, deadly
disease with no treatment. We hadn’t yet
identified HIV as the causative agent, so
various theories about AIDS were being
examined. Was it due to a virus or some
other germ? Was it from use of poppers?
Dancing to disco music? Having gay sex?

To make matters worse, those with
AIDS faced serious diserimination in
employment, housing, dental care, and even
medical treatment. Many people with AIDS
experienced social isolation as their friends,

Low COST HEALTH SERVICES

Testing & Treatment of Other Health Services
¢ High blood pressure e Annual physicals

Flu shots

Hepatitis vaccinations

Psychiatry

Nutrition counseling

Personal training

Eye exams

* High cholesterol
e Diabetes

» Asthma

¢ Colds and flu

s HIV/AIDS

e STDs

Most of our services are offered on a sliding fee scale.
We also accept Medicaid, Medicare and most health insurance plans

Community Health Services
legacycommunityhealth.org

Community Health Center
215 Westheimer

Houston, Texas 77006
(713) 830-3000

Providing quality healthcare services
to the GLBT community since 1981
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Eye Clinic & Wellness Center
3311 Richmond, Ste. 100
Houston, Texas 77098

(713) 830-3033

colleagues, and family members refused to
touch them, share eating utensils, or go to
the toilet after them. And still others with
AIDS faced threats to their physical safety
and personal liberties

In order to address those issues, a
group of people with AIDS got together
in Denver that year to discuss the rights
and expectations of those living with the
disease. They created a manifesto on
self-empowerment known as the Denver
Principles, which asserted that those
living with AIDS had human rights and
responsibilities, and they should participate
in the decision-making process that would
so decidedly impact their lives.

Since 1983, this invaluable document
has served to guide the development of the
HIV system of care, as well as its funding
and alloeation bodies and procedures. Now,
in 2009, despite the significant progress

we have made over the last two and a half

support.

The Bering Support Network provides a safe
and nurturing place where persons who are
GLBT and/or affected by HIV/AIDS can find

* Individual, Couple and
Family Counseling

Community Support Groups
GLBT-Friendly Counselors

decades in the fight against AIDS, we
must acknowledge there s still much to
do, especially in the areas of access to care,
AIDS stigma and diserimination, and the
eradication of HIV.

Therefore, the National Association
of People with AIDS (NAPWA) and Poz
magazine have created a new initiative
wherein individuals and agencies within the
HIV community are being asked to recommit

themselves to the Denver Principles.

THe Denver PRINCIPLES
Statement from the Advisory Committee of
People with AIDS (1983):

We condemn attempts to label us as
“victims,” a term which implies defeat, and
we are only occasionally “patients,” a term
which implies passivity, helplessness, and
dependence upon the care of others. We are
“People with ATDS.” —

UT Physicians HIV Specialists

['he science of HIV care is achieving high cell counts and low viral loads. The art of health care for people living with HIV is managing
all the health issues that people with HIV face. UT Physicians’ HIV specialists are the gold standard in HIV/AIDS care, treatment
and support. We offer the promise of choice and quality care with a name you can trust. Our HIV care team is futher strenghtened
by the 700+ UT Physicians specialists and sub-specialists who provide their unique expertise to our patients. We specialize in HIV/
AIDS, primary care, clinical trials and HIV pregnancy care. Our clinicians are certified by or members of the American Academy of
HIV medicine, the American Board of Internal Medicine and the Association of Nurses in AIDS Care. We offer free onsite and

handicapped parking and accept Medicare and most insurance plans. Se habla Espasol.

UT Health Center
6700 West Loop South, Suite 500

[nformation and Appointments
13-572-8122

Houston, Texas 77056 www.UTphysicians.com peseNT OF Furure Healrs




AIDS Watch|

continued from page 30
e Recommendations '
for Health-Care Professionals

1. Come out, especially to their }L.itl[.‘ﬂi,t—

soetal eontaet.

who have ATDS about our lifestyles.
2. Always clearly identify and discuss the

theory they favor as to the cause of AIDS,

adviee they give.

3. Get in touch with their feelings (e.g.,
fears, anxieties, hopes, ete.) about AIDS and
not simply deal with AIDS intellectually.

4. Take a thorough personal inventory

own strategies,

and identify and examine their own agendas
around AIDS.

5. Treat people with AIDS as a whole
people, and address psychological issues as
well as biophysical ones.

6. Address the question of sexuality in
peaple with AIDS speeifically, sensitively,

knowledge.

and with information about gay male
sexuality in general, and the sexuality of
people with AIDS in particular.

inform their potential partners of their

Recommendations for All People health status.

1. Support and membership in our
struggle against those who would fire us
from our jobs, evict us from our homes,

refuse to touch us, or separate us from our

Kenneth W. Lester D.C.

Chiropractic Care
Soft Tissue Injuries
Myofascial Release
Sports Injuries
Auto Accidents
Rehabilitation

Work-Related
Injuries

Personal
Injuries

Best Chiropractor
DutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 2008

\LTHIVELLNESS

www.KennethLesterDC.com

3930 Kirby Dr.
Suite 108
713.526.5252

loved ones, our community, or our peers,
sinee available evidence does not support
the view that ATDS can be spread by casual,

2. Not scapegoat people with AIDS,
blame us for the epidemic, or generalize

Recommendations '
since this bias affects the treatments and | for People with AIDS

1. Form caucuses to choose their own
representatives, to deal with the media, to
choose their own agenda, and to plan their

2. Be invelved at every level of decision-
making and specifically serve on the board
of directors of provider organizations.

3. Be included in all AIDS forums with
equal credibility as other participants,
to share their own experiences and

4, Substitute low-risk sexual behaviors

Rights of People with AIDS

1. To live as full and satisfying sexual

2. To receive quality medical treatment
and quality social-serviee provision without
discrimination of any form, including sexual
orientation, gender, diagnosis, economic
status, or race,

3. To obtain full explanations of all
medical procedures and risks, to choose
or refuse their treatment modalities, to
refuse to participate in research without
jeopardizing their treatment, and to make
informed deecisions about their lives.

4. To ensure privacy and confidentiality
of medical records, to receive human respect,
and the right to choose who their significant
others are.

5. To die—and to live—in dignity.

Kelly A. McCann is the chief executive of-
ficer of AIDS Foundation Houston. To learn
more about the Denver Principles or to pledge
your support, please visit napwa.org/denver
principlesproject.

for those that could endanger themselves
or their partners; we feel that people with
AlDS have an ethical responsibility to

Do you know your HIV status?
June 27 is National HIV Testing Day.
Call AIDS Foundation Houston at
713/623-6796 for more information
and testing locations.

and emotional lives as anyone else.

UNITY CLINIC

AFTER HOURS CARE
FORTHE HIVCOMMUNITY

Dr. Joseph Gathe Jr.
Dr. Shannon R. Schrader

Mon-Fri/5-9pm
Sat/9am-3 pm

We accept:
Most Insurances /,
Medicare
Medicaid
Self Payments

o~ !
7700 MAIN STREET, SUITE 310 a7
(SOUTH STDE BUTLRING?
832.553.1345 b ]

(//ﬂ Shockley

TAX PREPARATION & PLANNING

E * Domestic Partner
5 Advice

* |ndividual Tax
Returns

UNITY

HOUSTON'S

» Financial Statements

e Small Business
Accounting

» Corporate &
Partnership Returns

s |RS Audit Defense

Bering Omega is proud of
providing 23 years of HIV/AIDS
services to Our Gommunity.

* Residential Hospice
Services

* Housing Assistance
* QOral Health Care

* Day Treatment
Services

» 713/629-6071

3ld Class Products Old World Craffsrnonshlp
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When detail
matters

Best Eye Doctor
Gayest & Greatest
Outsmart 2008

State-of-the-Art Medical Eye Care

Exams for glasses/contacts
Cataract Surgery

LASIK Surgery
Comprehensive Ophthalmology

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MO
Ophthalmology

Now Affiliated with

Ewtast i et 1577

HousTon EYE ASSOCIATES
5420 Dashwuod, Swile 107, Houston, Ta 77081 | www.HoustonEye.com
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Sales
Rentals
Lessons
Parties

Call Larry:
832.
541.7800

1600 W. 13th = (the Heights)
Lary@HoustonPlanoCo.com

“Feel Like Being a Queen
For a Day?
Let Us TakeYou in Style!”

by Donalevan Maines

12 YEARS AGO IN ‘OUTSMART’

June 1997

eady, set, glow!”
More than
100 entries lit

up Westheimer from
Ridgewood to Stanford
as Houston celebrated
the country’s first
nighttime Gay Pride
parade!

As grand marshal,
Deborah Bell was also
belle of the ball, after
rising to prominence
as national organizer
of the 1993 March on
Washington.

Left Out columnist
Daryl Moore encour-
aged readers to attend
the parade in what
“we normally wear,”
as a way to transcend gay
stereotypes on the evening
news ol near-naked boys,
drag queens, and men in
leather.

“Dittoheads” tuning
into conservative talk
radio shows began hearing
progressive points of
view when Dayna Steele
featured leshian par
ents Denay Hudson and
Norri Collier on a program
discussing gay families.
Other guests on her show
included members of the
Greater Houston Gay &
Leshian Chamber of Com-
merce, gay caomics Kevin
Maye and Scott Kennedy,
and organizers of Hous

ton’s first gay and leshian

E

film festival, which fea-
tured Late Bloomers, shot
entirely in Dallas with an
all-Big D east

“Simple Pleasures” was
the theme of Pride Week
concerts performed by
the Gay Men's Chorus of
Houston at First Unitar-
ian Universalist Church

Main Street Theater

The country's first
Pride parade was featured on the cover
of the June 1997 edition of OutSmart.

1155 Dugmn Urvaie. Dlaliemge Mot Gy 'l B » L1 dmaid + Pl Wk s

P
Deborah Bell

Gene Harrington

nighttime Gay

at Chelsea Market
celebrated Pride

with a production of
Fualsettoland, the final
installment of the
Tony Award-winning
musical trilogy that re
united Martin with his
lover on the eve of his
son's bar mitzvah, just
as AIDS was beginning
to spread.

Horton Foote's
Broadway debut The
Young Man ,;"Frl.'.'a
Atlanta, set in 1950s
Houston, lost the best-
play Tony Award to The
Liaist ,-\.I'.Il_f'l'l.' t .J|,"' H-‘r"’-"_\'.‘,'rrrl,

set in the upper-class

German-Jewish society
of Atlanta in December
1939 Rosie O'Donnell
hosted the Tony telecast,

Montrose clothing
store Basic Brothers an-
nounced, “We're glowing
with 15 years of Pride,”
while its manager Ken
Claude shone brightly
as winner of the Mr
Gulf Coast Drummer "97
contest

Thumper Knightly
was crowned Miss ,\].l}'_\".‘-
1997

And activist Gene Har-
rington won not one, not
two, but three accolades at
Texas Southern Univer-
gity: professor of the year
by the Barbara Jordan
Chapter of the Black Law
Students Association;
distinguished professor of
the vear by Phi Deltas Phi
||-,l'.1| fraternity; and law
school teacher of the year

for 1997.

Donalevan Mainesalsowrites
about the Tony Awards and
eritic Kverett Evans in this

tssue of OutSmart magazine
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Lagniappe (Lawn-yawp) “A little something extra.”

Want some extra sizzle in your summer? A getaway to L'Auberge comes complete with a
sparkling pool, cabanas, a lazy river and the refreshing cocktails of the Nevie Beach Club.
How about some extra heat in your nightspots? Try globar™ or Jack Daniel’s® Bar and Grill.
Fact is, from gaming to dining, to the golf course, spa and fitness center, there's always
something at L'Auberge du Lac;” The Land of Lagniappe.

For reservations, call 866.580.7444.

—

dulac &
CASINO RESORT

Lake Charles, LA

866.370.7222
Idicasino.com/osh

*Rate ofter for room only. Oifer valid Mon-Thurs. Based on avallabiiity and advance reservations, Deposit required at check-in. Group rates not available, Vadid Juns 1-30, 2009,
Promotional code: 05128, Cannot be combined with any oiher offer or discount. Must be 21 o enter casing, Some restrictions may apply. ©2009 Pinnacle Entertainment, Inc. AN rights resenved

GAMBLING PROBLEM? PLEASE CALL 800.522.4700.
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with

Special Promotions and Advertising

GOING OUT OF TOWN?
Take OutSmART along

S h ow U s Snap a picture of yourself at your destination and send
it to us. Forgot your copy of OUTSMART on your trip? Visit
Your 0 CutSmartMagazine.com and print out a copy of our
u t S m a rt magazine from our flipbook-and say “Cheese”” 5end high-
res images to Letters@OutSmartMagazine.com or mail

photos to 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006.

Concierge Travel Agency hosted travelers
aboard a recent RSVP Vacation Cruise.
OutSmart floated among them. Front:
Chris Meterko, Alan Moehle, Keith
Hebert; back: Brent Leafgreen, Steve
Oprea, and Joe Ahern.

Stephen Hill took his OurSmarT to
Shanghai, China,

Contests

Win two free tickets Broadway Across

America’s production of Andrew Lloyd Webber's

The Phantom of the Opera
directed by Harold Prince.
July 8-August 2 at the Hobby Center

Win two tickets to the opening night performance of
Phantom. Find the phantom mask logo (on left) on 5 ads

B"':::!,::““ located throughout the June issue of OutSmart.

Go to OutSmartMagazine.com, click on the phantom link,
and tell us on what page the ads are located. We will notify
five lucky winners by phone. Good luck!

Be the next POPular D)

OurSmart and Centaur Music want to make you a star! The
winning DJ will mix his own POPular album, which will be
marketed and sold around the worid.

SEND US: 1) A DJ mix compilation. Originality counts—like mash-
ups and original remixes. Be sure to capture the essence of POPular.
2) Your bio, a recent photo, and why you want to be the next
POPular DJ.

Check out other
POPular DJ winners at
CentaurMusic.com

Deadline; June 19, 2009,
Send to: QutSmart, 3406 Audubon Place, Houstan, TX 77006.

OQutvSmart

. Ry 4

The Houston Venom softball team went to Birmingham
for a tournament in April and took along their OUTSMART.
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u
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Check out these fabulous
events co-sponsored
by OuTSMART and our
marketing partners.

June 13: Gay Men's Chorus
of Houston presents La
Perla! A retrospective of the
sounds and flavors of Latin
America and Spain. INFO:
BayouCityPerformingArts.org.

A«

June 18: Out@TUTS Night with
Cabaret. After the performance,
mingle with the cast and listen

to fabulous cabaret music with
your LGBT friends at Artista. INFO:
TUTS.com.

June 19: Houston Pride Band
presents Music Without Borders.
Benefits The Houston Food Bank.
8 p.m. The Hobby Center.

INFO: HoustonPrideBand.org.

June 25: GLBT Chamber

of Commerce monthly
dinner "Honoring Our Allies”
Magnolia Hotel, INFO:
TheChamberHouston.org.

June 27: The GLBT PRIDE
Festival and PRIDE Parade. The
festival begins at 11 a.m. and the
parade starts at 8:30 p.m.

INFO: PrideHouston.com.

See our new L:lg‘n" finishes direct from |I.'1|"o..

CALIFORNIA CLOSETS

FREE Storage Accessories with purchase®
complimentary consultation | 713.785.0111 | californiaclosets.com

5120 Woodway Dr Suite 215, Decorative Center of Houston

california closets

B 30

INDUSTRY 30 years of lendership
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el Annise Parker
ims High

by Brandon Wolf ¢ Photo by Pam Francis

.
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government sets her eyes

on the maypr’s offic
o B
#

Next stop, mayor?
Whether overcoming
crippling childhood
shyness or mastering
the art of judo, Houston
city controller Annise
Parker has consistently
set—and met-Ilofty
goals for herself.

38

s a teenager, Annise
Parker says she felt pow-
erless. Now in her 12th
year of |'||'|": ive offi 2,

currently as the Houston

City Controller, she i3
the most politically powerful woman in
the eity’s government—and an announced
candidate in the 2009 mayoral race.

“My mother still can't believe I'm in

vear-old Parker, “1 was so

politics,” says 53
painfully shy as a child, 1 could barely say
my name.”

A childhood and adolescent introvert,
Parker always knew she {elt "different.

In the sixth grade, reading a dictionary

entry, she finally understood there was
a name for her feelings. She re alhized she
was more than just a tomboy with a pas-
sion for baseball, She was gay.

From the beginning of her political
life, Parker has maintained unapologetic
openness. “I've always been honest with
Houston voters,” she |4ays “Voters appreci
ate that honesty, and they have responded
to it.,” Their responses have given her a
Houston City Council seat three times
and also entrusted her with the duties of
Houston City Controller three times. In
November of this year, she will ask voters
to respond once again and name her Hous-

ton's 61st mayor.

A Texas Girl to the Core

Roots in Texas run deep in Parker's fam-
ily. Her maternal great-grandparents hived
in Nacogdoches. Both her maternal and
paternal grandparents settled in Hous-
ton during the 1930s. Her mother, Kay,

grew up in Spring Branch, and her father,
Les, was raised in the Lindale area. They
married after meeting each other at the

University of Houston.

Parker herself was born in St. Joseph's
Hospital in downtown Houston on May
17. 1956. Her sister, Alison, followed 15
months later. Les and Kay Parker called
Spring Branch their home, and began rais-
ing their two daughters there

Parker's maternal grandfather was a

Certified Public Accountant (CPA) for sev
eral decades, with an office in downtown
a 100-acre

Houston. “But he also owned

farm in Spring Branch, back in the days
when the Katy Freeway was a little bitty
road,” she savs. “Both of my parents were
career ||r--\1rl|-_ who Iu'vtll'll a ll_'ll'r_\ Hi‘:il.'l'.
and so they moved near to the farm. My

1 I spent large amounts of time on

to milk cows

that farm, and I learned how

inic larm,
So 1 would

and ride horses. It was an o

and they didn’t use pesticades
walk among the crops and pick bugs off

the plants.”

KINDERGARTE

g
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“But I was so shy, | was miserable

1961: Parker, age 5, in kindergarten
at Spring Branch Elementary School.

Parker's maternal grandmother was a
retired English teacher, and she began to
home school her two granddaughters by
the time they were three. Both of the girls
were ahead of their peers when they en-

2

tered school at Spring Branch Elementary

“l enjoyed learning,” Parker says.

[ was

already ahead of my classmates and was

the class brain. And that was very isolat-

ing. School was a secary place for me.”
Parker says that she adored her father

and grandfather. “1 followed them around

remembers. “1

like a little puppy,” sh

helped them fix their cars and tractors
My father
ort. |

ind learned all about plumbi

WAS A1 UMpIre for 1Y Aany sy

learned how to judge boxing; [ helped my
dad move the flags at high school football
.-.',.allu'_—~_”

Parker's mother was a bookkeeper, and
her father pursued a variety of careers. Af
one time he was a letter carrier, at another
he was a stockbroker, “He often worked
three jobs to make ends meet,” Parker
remembers. “He usually had a paper route
I used to ride with him on Saturday and
Sunday mornings, tossing newspapers in
the
That's where I got my throwing arm.”

dark on to lawns in the Memorial area

Parker notes that she and her sister
were L'I-!]I|='1-'1|' lliJEH’"—ill'.“-. “We have a good
she says, “but as kids,

there was enormous rivalry. I was the stu-

adult relationship,’

dious and quiet one, always where | was
supposed to be, doing what 1 was supposed
to be doing. My sister was the popular
party girl. We didn’t look alike and we

didn't behave alike, and people expected —+
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] continued from
Annise Parker Jmetdss

her to be an exceptional student just
because I was.”

With an introvert's personality,
Parker struggled socially, Then in
1968, at age 12, her life became even
more of a struggle. Her father, want-
ing to become his own boss, bought a
fishing camp loeated on the back bay
of Biloxi, Mississippi. Whatever fragile
stability she had at that point quickly
vanished.

Adversity Begets Determination
The move to Biloxi was emotionally dif-
ficult for Parker. “But it forced me to learn

how to make new friends and adapt to new

situations,” she says. “We used to take a
motorboat across the lake from the penin-
sula to where the school bus stopped. And
it was freezing cold in the mornings”

Her father’s fishing camp rented boats
and sold bait, tackle, and gasoline, The
business thrived for over a year, Then a
runaway barge knocked down the only
bridge to the peninsula, and her father’s
business was left with no customers.
“Through no fault of his own, his busi-
ness went bankrupt,” Parker recalls. “At
Thanksgiving time, we sat around our
radio and tried unsuccessfully to win a
turkey from a call-in show.”

Parker’s father found a might watch-
man job at the nearby Air Force base and
became interested in the Red Cross instal-
lation there. Soon he was working for the
installation,
providing social
services for
soldiers in need
He also studied
to be an emer-
gency medical
technician
(EMT). “But
he didn't like
blood,” Parker
laughs, “so he
became an EMT
instructor. I of-
ten volunteered
to be a training
dummy. [ would
be covered with
fake blood and
lie all erumpled
up inside an
automobile. I
spent one Sat-
urday climbing
to the bottom of
a 20-foot pit, ly-
ing down, being

40 JUNE 2008
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tethered to a stretcher and hauled back up.”

Les Parker worked with Red Cross
installations for another 20 years, and his
career required frequent moves. Parker
went to three different junior high schools
and three different high schools. In 1970,
she began classes at Springs Woods High
School, but in 1971 her father was trans-
ferred to Mannheim, Germany. For the
next two years, she attended a lacal high
school there. Parker was 14 at that point
in her life and cratered emotionally, “1 was
constantly in a state of stress,” she says.
“My stomach cramped up all the time and
I experienced severe anxiety attacks.”

Amidst the anxiety, Parker fell hope-
lessly in love for the first time at age 15,
“I used to go out at night and stare up
longingly at my girlfriend’s window,” she
remembers, “Her parents realized the
nature of our relationship, and they did
everything they could to keep the two of
us separated, which only made us work
harder to be with
each other.

“1 knew I was

—_—

smart and | knew
was loved,” Parker
rememhbers. “But |
had to determine
what was impor-
tant to me. I knew
that I was living
in a shell. 1 felt
extremely isolated
and could see that [
was missing out on
a lot of wonderful
and exciting things
in life.”

So Parker
enrolled in a
martial arts class.

1992 (from left): Parker,
maternal grandmother Kittie,

“I had always been
athletic,” she says,
“but this was a

1978 (from left): Parker's niece April,
sister Alison, mother Kay, Parker at age
21, nephew Eric, and father Les.

mother Kay, and sister Alison.

different kind of body control.” She worked
hard and earned three jude belts. She also
volunteered to set up a Candy Striper pro-
gram at the base hospital. She organized
other student volunteers and oversaw the
whole program.

Parker made up her mind to start
making more friends. “It’s all about
showing interest in other people,” she

says. “I forced myself to go up to others
and intreduce myself and ask them about
themselves. Some people just ignored me.
But in other situations, | realized I had
taken the first step towards building some
sort of a relationship.”

Looking back on those days, Parker
says that it is important for young girls to
realize that they can recover from similar
problems such as social fears, “I'm here to
tell them that there is a way out. It isn't
easy, but it can be done. You have to set
small goals and achieve them—being very
careful not to overwhelm yourself—and
then slowly set higher and higher goals.”

In 1973, Parker’s father was trans-
ferred again, this time to Charleston, South
Carolina. The family moved with him, and
at age 17 she entered Stall High School
for her senior year. She joined the campus
Ecology Club, the Girls' Athletic Associa-
tion, and the Christian Youth Fellowship.
Knowing few other students, she didn't
campaign for a student government office.

Parker also joined the track team. “I
rated in the high jump and the long
jump,” she recalls. “My technique was per-
fect, but 1 was only 5 feet 4 inches, and the
6-foot-tall women could always do better.

partic

So third place in the high jump was the
best I ever did.”

In 1974 Parker received her high school
diploma. “I had attended so many schools
and the curricula were all different, so 1
ended up the third highest in my class,”
she says. Still, she was a member of the
National Honor Society, and she received a
four-year National Merit Scholarship.

College Days
“I could have gone to any college I wanted
to,” Parker says, “but I only applied to Rice
University. When | was young, my parents
would drive us through the grounds. 1
loved the big vak trees and the beautiful
ivy-covered buildings. My mother and
father would tell me that if T worked
hard and was smart, | eould go to school
there someday.”
Parker was now 18 yvears old, living in
a big city, and totally out of the closet. —+

Happy Pride 2009!
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“l want to thank Houston’s
GLBT Community for all the
support you’'ve given me over
the past nineteen years as
state representative.

It’s a privilege to represent

you in Austin. | promise I'll
continue fighting for equality
and fairness
for GLBT
Texans.”

RE-ELECT % TEXAS REP.

GARNET
COLEMAN
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Al"li“ Pﬂrk!l’ continued from page 40

Thinking that her greatest social
challenges were in the past, she
lived openly as a lesbian. “But in
1974, it just didn't work,” she says
“I tried to learn how to integrate
my sexual orientation into the
larger social picture, but I never
did feel accepted in the women's
dorm. I would walk into a room,
and everyone would stop talking. It
was discouraging after 1 had spent
s0 many years trying to be comfort-
able in my own skin.”

So Parker turned to her studies and im-
mersed herself in a triple major of sociolo-
gy, psychology, and anthropology. “1 wanted
to add a physical education major,” she
says, “but 1 don’t swim well, and I couldn’t
pass the water safety instruction test.”

Still troubled by what she perceived as
a lack of social confidence, Parker spurned
a summer job in a library after her fresh-
man year. “I could have hid in the stacks”
she says. “Instead I got a job selling toys
and luggage at Cox's Department Store in
Ft. Worth. I knew this would force me to
go up to people and talk. I didn’t sell mueh
merchandise that summer, but I did learn
how to say hello to people I didn't know.”

Life in the women's dorm became more
of a challenge, During her sophomore year,
she and her current girlfriend chose each
other as roommates, but no other student
would become the third occupant in a three-
person room. In her junior year, she found
herself the only female student in the dorm
living alone in a room intended for two.

By her senior year, the 21-vear-old
Parker found an off-campus job as a nanny
working for a young eouple with a home
on North Boulevard. “They provided me

2003 (from left): Parker with
daughter Daniela, life partner
Kathy, and daughter Marquitta

at her victory party.

2003 (from left): daughter Dan-
iela, life partner Kathy, Parker,
and daughter Marquitta,

with free room and board and 1 took eare

of their three bays. I drove the earpool and
babysat whenever the parents were out of
the house or out of town,”

Parker intended to become a teacher
and spend her life in academia, so she didn't
involve herself in campus politics. “But I did
play softhall,” she says, “and I helped found
the Rice gay student group, After 30 vears,
it's still there. It's sort of sad that it's still
needed, but things have changed so much
for our community since those days.”

In 1978, Parker completed her course-
work and graduated from Rice, “I still had
student loans to pay off,” she remembers.
“I had lived on a shoestring for so long;

I didn’t even have a car, So I thought 1
would take a job in the private sector,
make some money, and then return to col-
lege life and teac h.

Learning How to Make a Difference
Parker found a job at Texasgulf Oil and
Gas, working under their first female man
ager. “Her name was Toby Turner and she
was an angel at the right time,"” she 8aYys,
Turner took Parker under her wing and

helped her develop professionally, The com-
P ]

puler age was just starting to dawn,
and Parker became fascinated with
software that did economie modeling,
In 1980, at age 24, Parker went
to wark for Mosbacher Energy,
owned by Robert Mosbacher Sr.,
who later became George H. W.
Bush’s Secretary of Commerce. She
worked in the reservoir engineering
department, beeom-
ing their specialist
with the economic
modeling software
she had learned to use. She stayed
with the firm for the next 18 years.
“My being openly gay was never a proh-
lem,” she says. “Mr. Mosbhacher's daughter,
Dee Mosbacher, was also openly gay. He

‘a3 a first-class gentleman, very respect-
ful and understanding, And it was a
wonderful company to work for.”

The first 10 years after college, from
age 22 to 32, are years that Parker
describes as a time of enormous personal
growth. While at Rice, she had met a
number of older women who were involved
in the feminist and LGBT movements,
and she became increasingly interested in
the political process. Still determined to
overcome her social reticence, she accepted
board positions with such organizations
as the Lesbian and Gay Rights Lobhy, the
Leshian and Gay Democrats of Texas, and
the Montrose Activity Center.

“Most people don’t remember me
from back then.” she says, “I was very quiet,
but I was involved. I sat in the audience at
the 1978 Town Meeting I in the Astrohall,
and I rode in Houston's first Pride Parade
in 1979. I was a good friend of the late Mort
Schwab, who founded the Texas Human
Rights Foundation. I used to join a group of
his close friends every week to wateh Mary
Hartman, Mary Hart
man on his television.”

Finally, at age 30,
Parker took her first
shot at elected office and
ran for the presidency
of the Houston Gay
Political Caucus in 19886,
She won and served as
president for two years.
She became involved
in the local campaigns
of Eleanor Tinsley,

Nicki Van Hightower,
Anne Wheeler, George
Grenias, and Kathy
Whitmire.

Parker’s political
role models include Ann
Richards and Eleanor
Roosevelt. Eleanor —
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Annise Parker it page 42

Tinsley holds a special place in her heart.
“She was polite, genteel, unflappable, and
could not be intimidated,” she says.

After 10 years of local LGBT activism,
Parker says she found herself burned out.
She gravitated to neighborhood activism
and became involved in civie associations,
serving as president of the Neartown Civ-
ic Association from 1995 to 1997. But the
more involved she became, the more she
felt that city government was not listening
well to what neighborhoods needed. Even-
tually it occurred to her that she should
give the idea of public office a try,

In 1991, Parker was 34 years old and
ran for the District C seat on the Houston
City Council. Although she lost, she felt
that she had raised a lot of important 1s-
sues during her enmpaign and that she had
learned a lot about how to campaign. As
a result of her political invelvement over
the years, she was chosen to teach special
human relations sessions at the Houston
Police Aeademy, orienting the cadets to the
realities of Houston’s LGBT commumnity.

In 1995, aged 39, she entered a special
election to replace Sheila Jackson Lee
on the Council after Lee was elected to
the U.S. Congress. Out of 19 candidates,

Parker placed third for the At-Large

Fellowship asked, tongue-in-cheek, how

long it would be before an openly gay
head of government was elected anywhere in
the world. The answer turned out to be three
weeks. In the middle of an unprecedented eco-
nomic collapse, the lcelandic parties turned to
the longstanding social affairs minister Johanna
Siguroardottir to head an interim government
until there are fresh elections in May.

Johanna Siguroardottir, 66, will become the
first opanly gay or leshian person to become a
head of government. She has been an MP since
1978 and was recently voted the most popular
politician in lceland. Her appointment appears
to have been uncontroversial in lceland itself,

Does it matier? No one can believe that her
orientation will help lceland with its economic
troubles. She will not adopt a specifically
leshian attitude to international debt, fisheries
policy, or possible entry to the European Union.
There are those, of course, who believe leeland
will bring down God's wrath and the next vol-
canic eruption or outbreak of sheep mange will
be blamed on her long-term relationship with
another woman. But | am sure she will want to

I n December the Quaker Leshian and Gay
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Position 4 seat. “It was a very respectable
showing. I roge out of that pack,” she says.
But the defeat was difficult and Parker
vowed never to run again. “Then I turned
40 and realized 1 had to decide what to
do with the rest of my life,” she says. In
1997, she mounted her third campaign,
this time for the At Large Position 1
Council seat. She made the runoff, ran a
hard campaign, and when the votes were
counted, she was declared the winner.
Parker remembers the victory party
that night at Riva's. “It finally sunk in
when I walked into the restaurant and
the place erupted,” she remembers. “The
feeling was nearly indescribable. I thought
I was going to explode with happiness.”
Parker retained her Council seat for
siX years, winning two more elections
Term-limited, she ran for the position of
Houston City Controller in 2003 at age 47,
She won that election and ran unopposed
in 2005 and 2007, Once again term-lim-
ited, she has tossed her hat into the 2009
Houston mayoral race.

The Personal Side of the Politician
Parker recently celebrated her 19th anni
versary with life partner Kathy Hubbard
“We have different versions of what was
our first date,” she laughs, “but Kathy will
tell you it’s April 20, 1990." On that day,

Iceland Can
by Stephen Cox

be judged on what she can do for the country.

1 am slightly skeptical about the idea that
single high-profile successes change the nature of
politics.

It was an article of faith among 19th-century
feminists that giving wamen the vote would “civi-
lize"” society. However, the first few female prime
ministers—Indira Gandhi, Golda Meir, and Margaret
Thatcher spring to mind—were not notably less
bellicose than the men. Indeed, Hillary Clinton, by a
whisker the runnerup for the Demoeratic nemina-
tion, carelully positioned hersell as one of the more
hawkish Democrats. Change is more subtle.

There are two reasons why it does matter. The
first is that whatever one’s system of government,
one wishes to draw on all the talent available. If she
is the best woman for the job, why exclude her?

The second is the inconvenient truth about role
models, When | grew up, the gay role models were
camp actors and entertainers, usually not openly
gay, and drugtaking rock stars. There were no
leshian role models. The baoks in my house were
“liberal” in that gay people were to be pitied for
their inevitable loneliness rather than hated. One
child-rearing hook, having confused homesexual-
ity, transvestitism, transgenderism, and just plain

Hubbard hand-carried Parker’s personal
tax returns to her and then invited her to
lunch. Hubbard had recently begun her
own tax return service. She stopped into
Inklings Bookstore, which Parker at the
time co-owned with local activist Pokey
Anderson, asking for their tax business,
The bookstore already had someane
preparing their returns, but Parker asked
Hubbard to prepare her personal returns.

“1 like to kid Kathy that she already
had a crush on me, from my days as presi-
dent of the caucus,” Parker says with a
smile. “I told her I thought she was really
sweet, but T wasn't interested in a relation-
ship. Kathy took it well and asked if we
could just be friends. She invited me to
a Mensa meeting, because we were both
members. I said ves, but then changed my
mind later in the day and invited her to a
party instead. All night long, people kept
coming up and asking if Kathy was my
new girlfriend, and | kept saying that we
weren't dating.”

Parker kept telling Hubbard and

herself that they weren't dating. “But after

eight months, I realized she was indis-
pensable,” she says. “Now I've been with
her for 19 years. I have to admit [ still
haven't figured out how her mind works,
and I never know what is going to come
out of her mouth next.” —+

“sensitive and bookish,” cheerfully told parents
not to worry because “such children often make
good livings in theater, design, or fashion.” The
encyclopedia tersely mentioned the gay people
in the U.S. had begun to assert their civil rights.
Its disapproval was obvious. But it certainly felt
that being loved would be “even it" | were gay. (|
must stress that there are many such stories to
tell, and leshian and gay people can't and don't
claim that theirs are uniquely bad.)

A child who is gay today will soon learn that
cabinet ministers and cabinet makers, airling
chief executives as well as airline stewards,
people who run operating theaters as well as
theatrical ones—can be ay or leshian or bi, just
as the constant racist undercurrents about Afri-
can Americans have been challenged by Barack
Obama. He cannot end racism, but he can let
countless struggling children all over the world
know that might be possible. It's for that reason
we need to cheer Johanna Siguroardottir and her
unenviable task. Yes we can.

Driginally published in the April 3, 2008, edition
of The Friend, the only Quaker weekly journal.
Reprinted with permission from www.glglorg.uk.
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The People
Who Know Her Well

‘Annise gets really excited about
solving neighborhood problams.
Like the neighborhood with the new
noisy bar, the church with the high
weeds in the fenced utility easement
in back, or the Heights neighbor
who built a garden in "his" alley
behind his house. All these prob-
lems add up to life in Houston and
what people expect of their elected
representatives. She's delighted
and honored to help, and that's why
| consider her a real public servant,
not a pelitician.”
~Cicely Wynne, aide to
Annise Farker since 19948

“Anmise is tenacious! Annise and
| were building an arbor one after-
noon, We were on the last board
to put up. There we were, up on
ladders trying to fasten a ten-foot-
long 2 x 6 to its post. One of us got
shaky (depends onwho is telling the
story) and then the other got wob-
bly, and we come crashing down to
the ground, board and ladders with
us. Bruised and sore, | picked myself
up, hustled over to where she was
and lifted the board off her. She got
up, dusted herself off, looked at me
and said "Get the ladder, this arbor
won't build itself’
~Steve Kirkland, Harnis County
Civil Court Judge and former
Parker campaign manager

“During the first campaign | worked
on for Annise, in 1997 lightning
struck a large tree in the parking
lot of Hubbard Financial Sar-
vices, where our office was. A limb
crashed down, along with a nest of
baby squirrels. Annise was able to
rescue two of them, and raised them
il 1h:‘gy were ready 10 be set free.
The campaign staff nicknamed them
Thunder and Lightning. Annige has a
tender heart”
Grant Martin, Parker
campaign consultant

“l can remembar Annise's victory
party on Election Night in 2003. We
were all at ports bar across from
the ballpark. Annise finally went to
the stage. She was standing in front
of the podium with Kathy, Daniela,
and Marquitta, and as many support-
ers that could fit on the tiny stage.
| looked at the stage and looked
across the room, and ever;rt'mngl
love about Houston was there. avery
kind of person—ald, young, gay,
straight, black, white, Latino, Asian,
powerbrokers along with grassroots
volunteers, This is what | love about
Annise Parker—she has a special
way of bringing all kinds of people
together to make things better for
Houston!”
—Terence O'Neil, exscutive
assistant to Controller Parker
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At her 1998 inauguration as a Coun-
cil member, Parker was introduced with
her partner, and they held hands as they
walked across the stage for the swearing-in.
“It was very affirming.” she remembers. “Af-
ter I won the election, 1 got a call from the
protacol office for City Hall, and they asked
how they should refer to Kathy at the cer-
emony. I didn't feel that “wife” or “spouse”
sounded right, but 1 finally decided on “life
partner.” At the next couple of public events,
they used that title. Then they stopped us-
ing titles and just introduced Council mem-
bers and said the names of their partners.”

When Parker's maternal grandparents
needed assisted living, she invited them
to live in her home. Her grandfather died
about a year later. Her grandmother stayed
for several years before her death.

In June of 1893, Parker and her partner
became caretakers for a 18-year-old street
kid, Ludack Tyler. He lived with them until
he was 18, and is still a part of the family

Parker says she always wanted to have
children, but it took her 12 years to work it out
with her partner. Because they were both ca-
reer women, they decided to adopt older girls,
In 2003, they adopted 7-year-old Marquitta.
Six months later they adopted her 12-year-old
sister, Daniela. “They have already gotten a
lot of public serutiny,” says Parker. “But [ have
taken them places with me and given them
my expectations of their behavior. They have
always been a eredit to Kathy and me.”

The children have many other friends
with same-sex parents and spend time in

e

2009: City Controlter Parker, an
accomplished horsewoman, waves
from the Houston Rodeo Parade.

each other’s homes. “They have male and
female influences,” Parker says. Daniela, now
18, lives on her own.

Thinking ahead to the possibility of being
the mayor's children, Parker says she and her
children aceept the reality that they can’t be
anonymous, “They know there iz a downszide,”
she admits, “but there are also benefits that most
other children don't have, They get to meet inter-
esting people and have unique life experiences.”

Parker has several cats and a dog. She
enjoys raising orchids and has a number of
them in her City Controller’s office. She has
been a member of the Houston Cactus and
Succulent Society (HCSS) for over 20 years,
grows an impressive collection of plants at
home, and guest lectures at HCSS meetings.
“1 have one really tall cactus,” she says. “It's
a record of our moves, because it always gets
broken, but you can see where it's grown back
four different times.”

Poetry is one of Parker’s ereative outlets,
and she is a past winner of the Houston Poet-
ry Fest. She is also a member of the Houston
Women's Softball League. The African GQueen
is her favorite movie. In her early vears, she
read all the stories of Captain Horatio Horn-
blower. “He was all about righting wrongs,”
she says. Still a voracious reader, she now
finds it hard to set aside time to read. But
'\\'hl_'l] .-;l]i,‘ lElll':':_ .-'.lL{' |Il|-(l-'r-'- .-L-i«m;t- “L‘liljﬂ hulhl{:&

and paperback romance novels

Past Influences

Parker was influenced deeply by her father
and grandfathers. “They were hard-working,
decent men who always .-'up]m-"lr"li their
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Preserving Houston's LGBT History STyt

that parade float designs, dinner party
pictures, old choir robes, softballs, drag

tiaras, and run pins reflect the vibrancy of

our community’s interests and the energy

with which we pursue them

What is OQur History
and Where Is It?
With each passing day, pieces of our com-
munity history disappear, without fanfare
or concern. And yet, despite this constant
loss, remnants endure because preserva
tion-minded individuals refuse to surren
der them to the ravages of circumstance
and attempt to ensure that they survive,
There are three major LGBT archives
in Houston: The Gulf Coast Archive &
Museum of GLBT |[ir~|<hi'_‘\_ Ine. (GCAM)
the Charles Botts Collection, and the
Houston Transgender Archive. OutSmart
unearthed more than a dozen other col
lections, both private and publie, and no
doubt there are others

The Gulf Coast Archive & Museum of
GLBT History, Inc., i the Grand Lady of
our L'IZ--']'.]I':I;'II]|_\.L'\ preservation efforts—for
both its size and the broad spectrum of its
holdings. GCAM has aggressively worked
Lo acquire iLs curre nt collection over the
past 10 vears. The holdings now dwarf
any other local effort, filling seven large
storage units, wall to wall. The organiza

tion is both an archive for documents and

a museum for artifacts. Longtime curator

Judy Reeves says, “If it's GLBT-related, we
want to preserve it. That includes pornog
raphy. We don't make moral judgments
We save historv as it occurred.”

GCAM has complete sets of This Week

in Texas, the Monirose Voice, the Texas

Montrose Counseling Center building.
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L-r: Deb Smith, PFLAG president, member Sara Fernandez, and Ron
Dupre, vice president, hold just a few samples of historical items that are
saved in the archive at the PFLAG office at the GLBT Cultural Center in the

Triangle, and
OutSmart; over
5.000 hooks
ranging from
lesbian fic-

tion to AIDS
research; and a
eomplete set of
the Sojourner
Newsletter. They
Il.‘l\. ea 'i'fl‘”f"."
tion of Pride
Parade T-shirts,

an impressive

I_'I:'ll"l'li”” r||.
drag outfits,
and numerous
other sarments
with historical
significance
Currently, the organization has a
.=;|h:|!1' administrative office at the GLBT
Cultural Center in the Montrose Counsel-
ing Center Building, where they maintain
an ever-changing historical display on the
walls. GCAM regularly takes part in com
munity events and hosts a website with
a searchable database of documents and
]>i1<'|-F;.'I':I|.II1:-
The Charles Botts Collection was
» 1980s. Charles Botts, its

ereator, had a LGBT book and document

collection that outgrew his residence and

found a permanent home at the :\]c"lf'e||'-nli-

tan Community Church of the Resurrec-
tion, where he worshipped. Botts died in
the early 1990s and provided funding for

the collection in his estate

Today the collection houses aApproxi
mately 20,000 books and row upon row of
archive boxes
filled with orga-
nizational files
and publica-
tions. Volunteers
regularly show
up to \'.1I.'.Iﬂr;_‘ l]‘,'t'
holdings into a
database. The
organization fo
cuses chiefly on
documents and
does not have
storage space
for historical
artifacts.

The Houston
Transgender
Archive is in
its first year
of operation

housed in the

s

Judy Reeves, curator for the Gulf Coast Archive & Museum (GCAM), shows
a poster from the 1982 Houston Gay Pride Week. In the background is a
large GCAM wall exhibit at the GLBT Cultural Center.

Houston Transgender Center. The collec-
tion is small but highly focused, and has
many rare acquisitions and an impressivi
presentation of their holdings. (They are
the hIIIJlH"_'t of a feature article elsewhere
in this 1ssue of OutSn
Some impressive collections are

in private hands. In his home in The
Woodlands, J. D. Doyle houses the largest

known collection of LGBT music in the na-
tion, with more than 6,000 LPs and CDs,
as well as a large collection of digital MP3
music

Since 1986 Dalton DeHart has been
known as the LGBT event photographer
DeHart has taken more than 700,000
||iin':---_-,|';s!||..~ of community activities, of

which 485,000 are archived as 35mm

negatives. The remaining 215,000 are

digital photographs. DeHart has already
donated numerous albums and boxes of
||_|-:.-:|.- |J]'|l_]',:- to I'r[',-\ M.

From 1998 to 1999, Steve Baker and
Russ Byrd aired TV Montrose, a weekly
commercial television program, which
featured nearly 200 separate news seg
ments about the Houston-area LGB']
community. The two store the broadcast
master Lapes in their H]II'IH_L’ Branch
home. Among the news segments are
the candlelight vigil at Rothko Chapel
for Matthew Shepard and the opening of
the Hollywood Motel

attracted considerable attention from

in Galveston, which

conservative demonstrators

OutSmart associate editor Blase
DiStefano has a private colleetion in his
home of OutSmart covers autographed
by celebrities he has interviewed. He
also has shelves of binders full of LGBT-
related entertainment articles and

memorabilia. —
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Presenrmg llouston s LGBT History

continued fro

Bringing Preservation
into the 21st Century
Despite the incredible efforts of dedicated
activists, preserving our history is an
overwhelming task. Sinee last summer,
coneerned individuals have begun conver-
sations about what might be done to help
organizations already in existence and to
make their efforts cutting-edge state of
the art. The group hopes to bring together
grant writers and persons with informa-
tion technology, communications and legal
experience. To express both the goals
and the collective nature of that work,
the group has adopted the name Houston
ARCH (Houston Area Rainbow Collective
History).

One of those working in the group is
Dr. Brian Riedel, an instructor of GLBT
Studies at Rice University. He emphasizes
that this group has no intention of replac-
ing existing organizations, but rather
aims to offer help where it is most needed:
“The role Houston ARCH intends to play
in Houston's GLBT community is horizon-
tal—connecting and reinforeing the great
work that ('\"‘-\Ull preservi ation efforts are
already doing.”

In discussing current collections,
GCAM chair Craig Farrell notes, “*GCAM
struggles to pay the monthly rent on our

seven storage units. About 20 percent
I

In the reading room at the Houston Transgen-
der Archive, visitors can look through maga-
zines, newsletters, rare books, and various
other historical documents,

Botts Collection director Larry Criscione
holds a box of organizational files, amid rows
of archive boxes behind him.

of our collection is cataloged.” Riedel ex-
plains that Houston ARCH hopes to assist
GCAM by searching for grant money to
help the cataloging effort and to establish
a permanent home for GCAM.

Botts Collection director Larry
Criscione notes that, despite Herculean
volunteer efforts to catalog documents,
the task of digitizing the collection is
enormous. Riedel hopes that Houston
ARCH will find money and human re-
sources to assist in accomplishing such an
undertaking.

Houston ARCH works to strengthen
collaboration between all community
historical groups. Riedel is pleased that
meetings to date have included represen-
tatives from GCAM, the Botts Collection,
the Transgender Archive, and numerous
other preservation efforts. “People are
discovering many things they didn’t know
about each other, and they are eagerly
sharing thoughts during networking peri-
ods,” he says.

Houston ARCH

and Digitization

Recently Houston ARCH launched a
website to provide a focal point for the
diverse stakeholders in Houston’s LGBT
history preservation. The website explains
the mission and goals of the group and
provides a hub of links to all the currently
identified preservation efforts within the

community. —

Public LGBT Archives in Houston

The Gulf Coast Archive & Museum of
GLBT History, Inc. (GCAM). 501(c)(3) non-
profit. Established 1999, Curator: Judy Reeves. Website:
geam.org. By appointment only. Contact Judy at curator@
geam.org or 832/722-5785 to view exhibits or schedule a
talk for your club or community organization. Membership
dues $25/year. Meetings held first Monday of each month at
Montrose Counseling Center, 401 Branard, 15t floor, in room
17T at 7 pan. Visitors welcome. The largest of Houston's
LGBT archives, GCAM's holdings include both decumeants and
artifacts

The Charles Botts Collection. Supported
by private bequest. Established 1980s. Director: Larry
Criscione, By appointment only. Contact Resurrection
Metropalitan Community Church at mcer@airmail.net or
713/861-8148. Housed al Resurrection Metropolitan Com-
munity Church, 2025 West 11th Street. Charles Botts died
in the early 1890s, leaving a bequest for the maintenance
of hig extensive personal collection of gay and lesbian lit-
erature dating back to the 19th century, as well as a large
collection of letters, brochures, clippings, books, periadicals
and newspapers

The Houston Transgender Archive. 501(c)
(3) nonprofit. Established 2008. Website: toctr.org/archive.

shitml. Open weekdays 1-4 p.m. Transgender Foundation of
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America Center, 713 Fargo, Houston. Call 713/520-8586 to
schedule a guided tour. Entrance free, donations appreciated
Holdings include decuments and artifacts, including rare and
unusual items, such as transgender statues from diverse cul
tures, transgender magazines back to 1750, original newspa-
pers reporting transgender history back to 1825, transgender
books back to the 1600s, original transgender photas back to
the pre-Civil War era, and other artifacts back as far as the
Raman Empire.

Phyllis Frye's Online Archives. Phyllis Frye,
the “grandmather of the national transgender legal and politi-
cal movement,” has archived the proceedings from the 1992
through 1996 International Conference on Transgender Law
and Employment Policy. The documents contain infarmation
ahout early trans pioneers, shapers of policy, and how the
grassroots movement began. For more information: libarat
inglaw.com

The Old Lesbian Oral Herstory Project.
Researcher and Archivist: Arden Eversmeyer, founder of
Houston LOAF (Leshians Over Age Fifty). Eversmeyer con-
ducted more than 150 oral histories of senior lesbians and
filled notehooks with supporting documents about the lives
of those interviewed. She also maintains the LOAF lending
library of books and films. Contact: leafers_inc @ yahoo-
groups.com.

The OutSmart Archives. Owner: Up and Out
Communications. Website: outsmarimagazine.com. By ap-
pointment. Call 713/520-7237. Up and Dut Communications
publisher of OutSmart, maintains an archive of back issues
of all their publications, as well as many supporting docu
ments from published articles, in their offices at 3406 Audu-
bon Place, Houston. All OutSmart issues from 1886 lo the
present are also available online at outsmartmagazine.com/
oms-home/archives.himl

Houston Public Library. Holdings include the ac-
tivist papers of Mort Sehwab, early organizational files from
Texas Log Cabin Republicans, a thesis by Bruce Remington ti
tled “12 Fighting Years: Homosexuals in Houston, 1969-1981
and numerous newspaper clippings in the vertical files

University of Houston Library. Holdings in-
clude two private hook collections donated to the library—a
100-book gay male collection and a 500-book lesbian col-
lection, Also housed at the library is a thesis titled “Strength
in Mumbers: Houston's Gay Community and the AIDS Crisis”
and the audio interviews used to write 12 Fighting Years,"
featuring activists Pokey Anderson, Lee Harrington, Steve
Shiflett, Larry Bagnens, Don Sanders, Dennis Milam. Mort
Schwab, and Dee Lamb. City Controller Annise Parker has
donated her campaign papers to the Library's Women's Ar-
chive. Downtown location: 500 McKinney, 832/393-1313, —
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Preserving Houston's LGBT History

continued from page 52

The website was ariginally developed
by loeal archivist Jo Collier and named
Queerstorical Houston. That first website
included sections on Houston's gay bars,
the Pride parades, a chronological history
timeline, and information on past and
present community publications. On the
new Houston ARCH website, additional
features have been added—committee
work areas, discussion threads, and infor-
mation on preparing oral histories.

The organizations and individuals
involved plan a major focus on harnessing
the power of computers, the Internet, and
digitization (scanning collections into elec-
tronic format). The information technology
committee is studying various possible
options for storing digital media, such as
photos, audio files, and video files.

Riedel points out that GCAM already
has a web presence, but the Botts Collec-
tions does not. “Houston ARCH wants to
help GCAM digitize its collection so that
it can expand its website offerings.” he
says. “There are multiple possibilities for
offering a digitized Botts Collection to the
greater community, depending on how the
Botts Collection wishes to proceed.”

Houston ARCH and the collections
are working to identify web standards

for digital archiving, which will facilitate

sy searching for items from diverse
collections. In some cases, links will con-

nect to existing web collections. In other

Public LGBT Archives in

hpllibax.us. Freed-Montrose branch: 4100 Montrose Bivd,
houstonlibrary.org/branches/mon_ homehtml, 832/393-1800

The Robert 1. Terry Library at Texas
Southern University. Open 7 days a week, See
website for hours: http://www.tsu.edu/about/library. Hold
ings include the papers of leshian politician Barbara Jordan,
who broke barriers as the first black woman state senator in
Texas and was later elected to the United States Congress.
Also at this library are the papers of longtime professor and
Iocal activist Dr. Gene Harrington

Rice University GLBT Studies Student
Interviews. Each semester, Dr. Brian Riedel’s Rice Uni-
versity Introduction to GLBT Studies class works in groups of
four and eonducts interviews with GLET community aclivists.
After class presentations, the interviews are stored on DVDs
Course contact: 713/348-2162

Houston PFLAG Archive. A dozen PFLAG filing
cahinets are located in their office at the Mantrose Counseling
Center Bullding. They house 30 years of information about
events and meetings, historical items, and a collection of com-
ing-out stories. PFLAG location addresses: St. Paul's United
Methodist Church's Jones Buflding, 5501 S. Main, and St. Ste-
phen's Episcopal Church’s Chatham Room, 1805 W, Alabama
Contact: T13/46P-FLAG (467-3524), pflaghouston.org.
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1.D. Doyle's LGBT music collection of CDs is
the largest in the country. Another section of
his collection houses LPs.

BL BRE: ' P

Arden Eversmeyer holds open a binder of
documents that tell the life of one of the
subjects of the Lesbian Oral Herstory Project.
Eversmeyer is shown in the lending library of
LOAF (Lesbians Over Age Fifty).

Houston ..

cases, Houston ARCH will offer space on

a collective web archive. Houston ARCH
plans to take ownership responsibility for
the hardware and software necessary for
such a collective archive. They also hope
to provide technical advice to any group

or person who is not familiar with the
methods of converting historical items into
digital formats.

Riedel says, “When requested, we
want to offer assistance with prioritizing
the digitization tasks within collections
and with finding the human resources for
these tasks.” Houston ARCH will promote
and encourage proper planning for the
effects of heat, humidity, mold, insects,
hurricanes, and flooding. They also plan
to provide a means for oral histories to be
collected and preserved

It’s a daunting list of goals, and
Houston ARCH is enly in its infancy, but
many talented members of the L':IJIII'FTLIﬂi’._‘.'
have already come forward to offer their
services. The group is in the process of
gaining 501(e)(3) tax-exempt status.

The Advantages and the Perils
of Electronic Preservation

With the advent of the computer age,

more and more of our lives are becoming
electronic. Everything from photography
to rock music is now in virtual format,
These new formats allow information to be
easily and rapidly exchanged throughout
the world. The Internet now functions as a

gigantic archive and museum—without —+

Houston ARCH. Houston Area Rainbow Collective
History seeks to digitally perser allect, and communicate
the culture and history of LEBT0 communities in the Houston
area, with the bulk of the collections dating fram the 1970s
to the present. 713/348-2162, houstonarch.pbworks.com,

Han-Net Online Archive. Online postings to the
Houston Activist Network discussion listserv are still avail-
ahle onling through Yahoo Groups. The postings, from 1988
tn 2003, are now owned by GCAM.

Mary's Bar. Open to the public during business hours
1022 Westheimer. Open 7 days, 7 a.m.=2 a.m. In the Patio Out
Batk behind Mary's Bar is a small garden where the ashes of
original owner Fanny Farmer were scattered, Countless other
victims of AIDS asked to have their ashes similarly disposed
of. The actual bar tops at Mary's display hundreds of photos
of the past beneath them, protected by an acrylic coating.

Chase Bank Trophy Case. Open to the public
during business hours. 712 Main. The trophy case in Chase
Bank's historic art deco lobby in downtown Houston in-
cludes numerous trophies and awards won by the firm's
PRIDE Team.

Bar Trophy Cases. Several local bars—EJ's at
2517 Ralph, 611 at 611 Hyde Park, the Brazos River Bot

tom (BRB) at 2400 Brazos, the Ripcord at 715 Fairview, and
Mary's at 1022 Westheimar—host trophy cases. A door-sized
cowbay painting that hung in the entrance to the Exile bar for
decades will soon be on permanent loan from GCAM to the
BRB. The painting was identified and rescued by GCAM from
a private home, Mr. BRB, Steven Bunch, is working to raise
funds to mount it safely and securely behind Plexiglas on a
wall at the BRB

Local Cemeteries. Washington Cemelery fea
tures an historic marker noting the grave of transgender
Civil War solider Emma Seelye, Glenwood Cemetery is the
resting place of many community figures, including florist
Leanard Tharp, hairdresser Lyndon Johnson, and long-time
Diana Foundation president, Charles Hebert. Partners Jim
Shelton and David Bales share a bronze headstone there
with the inscription; "l say if it's lave, the Lord won't mind.”
The Mission Mausaleum at Forest Park Westheimer houses
numerous glass-front niches wherein the ashes of same-
sex partners rest. Forest Park Lawndale has a gigantic
granite book upon which the names of local AIDS victims
are engraved.

Community Organization Online Ar-
chives. Numerous local organizations hest websites.
Many of these websites include an online archive of the
group’s history, 1l
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cantinued from page 54

the limitations of geographical location

or display space. The storage area needed
for virtual formats is minimal compared
to the storage rooms of the past, Virtual
formats allow for lightning-quick searches
of large amounts of data.

Nearly everything that preserves our
history can now be inexpensively trans-
ferred to digital format—home movies,
35mm slides, film negatives, photographs,
recards, reel-to-reel tapes, audio cassettes,
video tapes, books, and correspondence.
Items that can’t be digitized can be photo-
graphed and their images stored digitally.
Documents scanned into digitized form
become immune to the ordinary problems
of preservation. They don't fade, they don't
deteriorate, and they don't suffer threats
from mold, insects, or the weather.

But electronic storage also requires
careful thought. A hard drive with data
should be regularly backed up to an
external storage device in case of a crash.
Backups should be safely stored at an
independent storage site, such as a saf
deposit box. When DV Ds are used for
storage, “gold” DVDs should be usged, not
plastic. These conscientious efforts take
extra care, but they ensure that informa-
tion is recoverable if a disaster strikes the
original computer files

Our new virtual world also requires a
new attitude toward preservation of our
history. Physical boxes of paper documents
foree us to think what is going to be done
with those papers years from now, but
eleetronic documents don't take up much
space, so it's going to be increasingly easy
to forget about them. It will require a
whole new paradigm of thought—planning
for the transfer of electronic documents
to preservation groups. Basically, backup

drives now replace storage boxes

Each of Us Can Help

Preserve Our History

History truly starts at home. With a mini-
mum of focused effort and the simplest of
actions, we can each play an important
rale in the larger picture of our community
history. We can sort through those boxes
of things we've saved for years and clearly
mark them for donation to a historical
group. We can take eare to store them in
locations that are protected from the prob-
lems of climate and weather. We can add
addendums to our wills specifying where
the historic donation boxes and electronic
backup drives are located and where they
should be taken after our deaths. We can
support preservation with sustaining

financial assistance and leave funding in
our wills. We can offer our free time as
volunteers—cataloging documents, digi-
tizing documents, writing grants, serving
as organization officers, or training to
become docents for exhibitions and open
houses.

Business owners, professionals, and
heads of nonprefits can sort through stor
age areas and give preservation groups
non-confidential files that are no longer
active. Professional services and other
commereial gifts can be donated for silent
auctions to benefit preservation groups.
Exhibits of historical items can be hosted
on commercial premises.

Organization officers can assure that
prior records are kept intact during of-
ficer changes. Preservation groups can be
invited to speak at member meetings, and
fundraisers can be held to benefit these
groups. If an organization decides to close
down, an archive group can be approached
to take over the custody of the group’s
historic records and website content.

Perhaps the most precious and
endangered history is in our individual
memories, Our minds hold vast amounts
of information about our pasts. At highest
risk are memories from the pre-Stonewall
days—before 1969, when people felt “less
than." Unless recollections are captured in
written or verbal form, we take them with
us when we die, Diaries and oral histories
are the most priceless gifts we can offer
completely unique and one-of-a-kind

When in Doubt,
Don’t Discard It
If vou've been saving things and wonder
if they might have meaning to anyone be-
vond yourself, contact a local preservation
group and ask for advice. Historic groups
are willing and eager to review a few file
folders or dozens of boxes

For each piece of our history that is
preserved, our collective story becomes
fuller and more accurate. As members of
the LGBT community, we each share a
special challenge to leave behind a history
that truly reflects who we are, rather than
how our detractors wish to characterize
us. As an old African proverb points out:
“Until lions have their historians, tales of
the hunt shall always glorify the hunters.”
Website links to organizations mentioned in
this article are available online in a special
section of the Houston ARCH website:

houstonarch. pbiworks.com.

Brandon Wolf also writes about Annise Parker
and the Houston Transgender Archive for this
issue of OutSmart magazine.
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The

Everett Chronicles

Theater critic Everett Evans is Houston’s link to Broadway

very year I look forward
to theater critic Everett
Evans going to New
York to review the latest
Broadway shows in the
Houston Chronicie, It’s
usually right before the
Tony Awards (airing at 7-10 p.m., Sunday,
June 7, on CBS), the one night of the year
that national media are focused on live
theater.

Around this time, articles about Broad-
way begin popping up everywhere, but I'm
more interested in what Evans has to say,
mainly because he earns my respect cover-
ing Houston theater all year long, and his
reports put new favorites
such as Billy Elliot and
God of Carnage in histori-
cal context of prior com-
petitions and shows that
have played in Houston

What's playing in New
York, and especially the
shows that get national
exposure on the Tonys,
predict what plays, mu-
sicals, and revivals we'll be seeing here,
says Evans.

“You can't really overestimate the
power of the Tonys,” he explains, "not only
on what musicals will be in the Broadway
Series on [national] tour, but alse on what
you will see at midsize theater companies
throughout the country.

“No matter what quibbles and com-
plaints one might have about who wins,
the Tonys make it possible for theater
buffs, whether in Houston or Peoria, to
familiarize themselves with smaller shows
on Broadway, too,” Evans explains. “For
example, The Light in the Piazza and Grey
Gardens [now playing at Stages Reper-
tory Theatre in Houston| didn’t win best

58

Qutomart

by Donalevan Maines
Photos by Mark Hiebert

musical, but they got very strong play on
the Tonys.”

This year, Evans is delaying his annual
trek to New York until after the Tonys,
but his coverage of Broadway's bigzest
night should be just as fetching, informed
by keeping his ear to the ground regard-
ing which shows have enjoyed critical and
popular reception in New York.

“I simply haven’t been able to fit it
in around my schedule of things [ need
to be here to cover,” he says, explaining
that opera and reviewing the Houston
Symphony have been added to his beat as
arts writer at the Chronicle. “The Houston
seene of course is a higher priority. And it's

“The first Tony broadcast | saw was the
very first time the Tonys were broadcast
on network TV. | can tell you what the

nominees were for best musical and what
number they performed on the Tonys.”

a matter of being able to be in New York

long enough—nine to 10 days—to attend

as many shows as I'd want to see to make
the trip worthwhile."

Regarding this year's Broadway sea-
son, he says, “I keep track of the content
and | keep pretty close tabs on what has
been a very mixed reception to this sea-
son’s slate of nominees.

“Half of them are revivals, so a show
like August Wilson's Joe Turner’s Come
and Gone that I've seen before, is to be
expected, especially with Bartlett Sher
directing. So even from a distance, | have
a pretty clear idea of who I will be most
likely to be rooting for.”

Evans has also noticed “a huge surge

of limited-run” productions, including the
late Horton Foote's Dividing the Estate,
which was directed by former Alley The-
atre associate director Michael Wilson,
with another former Houstonian, painter
Jeff Cowie, making his Broadway debut as
a set designer.

Evans is thrilled that Dividing the
Estate i up for best play, but fears that
its former frontrunner status faces strong
competition from momentum of the still-
running hit comedy God of Carnage,
starring best-actor nominees Jeff Daniels
and James Gandolfini (The Sopranos)
and best-actress contenders Marcia Gay
Harden and Hope Davis,

“The Tonys are very
practical, and they are
less likely to vote for a
play that won't benefit af
the box office by winning,”
Evans explains.

However, he allows,

“I have to admit I am
rooting for Dividing the
Estate to win for best play.
It would be nice to see a
superb writer like Horton Foote, who's had
such a long and distinguished career and
given us so many wonderful works—but
who really has not been much produced
on Broadway—finally get a well-deserved
Tony Award to go along with the Pulitzer
and twa Oscars he's already earned.”

A consolation prize might come in
the form of a best featured-actress win
by Hallie Foote, the playwrighi’s daugh-
ter, who won rave reviews as Mary Jo in
Dividing the Estate. Evans says, “I'd like
to see Hallie win also, and she has a good
chance, I think, representing the entire
[13-member] cast.

“l was hoping that Michael Wilson
would be up for best director,” he adds. —+
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‘Yep, I’m ... Everett Evans’
Nobody ever asked

All work and ne play? Not a chance. When OutSmart interviewed Everett Evans about his long-
standing post as Houston's top theater critic, we couldn't resist asking a few Love Cannection
questions, too, the kind you would ask on a first date with a prominent (and handsomel) man

of letters. To our surprise, the native Houstonan replied with this tantalizing peek into his life
oulside the newsroom at the Houston Chronicle. (Second date, anyone?) —D.M.

On THE PersonaL Front
Sometimes there doesn't seem to be very
much of that. Beyond all the time | spend cov-
ering shows and arts events for the Chronicle,
in'my own spare time my interests still often
lead to that area. A great recreational might at
home for me often involves listening to several
cast albums of shews or several symphonic re-
cordings (| especially ove Tehaikovsky, Dvarak,
Brahms and Mozart). | used to read a lot more
literature—| especially love 19th-century Eng-
lish novels by Dickens, Austen, and Thackeray.
Among my all-time favorite reading expernenc:
es, many are Dickens— David Copperfield in
high school, but as an adult | got around to two
of my favorites of his, Dombey and Son and
Little Dornt. Both fantastic. Thackeray's Vanity
Fair and George Gissing's New Grub Street
are two more alHime favorite novels.

| like 1o exercise and to walk/run (alternat-
ing a couple of blocks at a time) when | can fit
the latter into my daily workout regimen

How Asourt TRaveL?

Trips are often to New York or London or
Chicago to see theater, even when it's just
on my own and I'm not covering it for the
paper (sometimes such imited runs, or see-
ing things just as they close, it would not be
practical to run stuff on them)

But when naot, some of my favorite vaca-
tions are going o national or state parks
and hiking. The Grand Canyon is probably
my favorite spot in the United States, next to
Broadway. In Texas, Lost Maples and Peder-
nales Falls State Park are favorite places to
spend an afternoon hiking.

Home LiFe?
| had been in the same apartment in Montrose
since college, but last year was persuaded it
was time to buy my first house [in Oak Forest].
As you may have guessed, figures, paperwork,
mortgages and money stuff, and dealing with
all that, are not my bag, so | had kept putting
it off. Well, | finally bought one. As of last year
| went from & monthly rent in the $800-700
range to a housencte in the $1,400-1,500
range (and it just went up almost another hun-
dred because of an Increase in insurance). So
| have to economize and don't eat out as much
as | used to. And with my first house, it’s tough
to keep up with all the new responsibilities, so
I'm kept pretty busy. | mow my own lawn, tool
(Once every month or so. It gets so tall it al-
mast kills the mower, | have to kind of leverage
it up at some points to get through it!)

Oh, and no one else lives there currently.
No pets or plants. Can't handle the responsi-
bility. (Laughs)

Growing Up Gay

Growing up, | always knew | was gay, and

so many of my herces were gay creative and
theater people, so | had no preblem with it.
However, | was very sheltered and lived kind of
isolated in terms of location. Grew up in south-
west Houston, within the city limits, but really
in the middle of nowhere, since it was a few
acres of undeveloped property. | really didn't
get any sense of adult independence 1ill | was
in college. | worked my way through college
while still living at home, but was just bagin-
ning to find myself then, beginning to date,
etc. Believe it or not, since | know other kids
were active in their late teens, | was a virgin 1ill
22—had my first experience at 22 in my last
year of college. But no complaints! As | said, |
don't know if I'm officially out, since I've never
like made an announcement about it. (Was

| supposed to? | didn't think anyone cared.)
(Laughs) But |'ve nevar hid anything about my
lifestyle. And especially being a theater crtic,
who in my field is going to make an issue of
one's onentation?!

My mather and father are both deceased
(Dad when | was in college; Mother died 13
years ago). | never confronted them on my per-
sonal life, but feel they must have been aware.
| have four siblings, including one wheo still lives
in Houston, two live far away, but my youngest
sister Elizabeth lives with her husband and son
and daughter in Piermont, N.Y,, and we getl
together when I'm in the area and sometimes
see a Broadway show together or take a road
trip. | guess of all, even though she lives away
and we don't see each other often, Elizabeth is
the sibling | feel close to.

ANYTHING ELsE?

I'm warking on the first volume of my mem-
uirs— Prelude to Greatness: The Early Years
(Laughs} Not really! Obviously, | get pretty silly
sometimes—maybe that's my main hobby. Oh,
other recreationals. See, | go to other things.

| like to hang out the museums, especially the
Menil, and to meditate at the Rothko Chapel
And | have tons of DVDs and videas of the
great old classic films of yesteryear. My other
big passion, Any '30s or early '40s screwball
comedies or Hitchcock suspensers | adore.
Also musicals, of course. Nothing like sitting
down with a bottle of wine and the wide
screan DVD of Flower Drum Song

RELATIONSHIPS
Well, first of all, that might involve talking
about someone who may not be as eager to
have his personal life disclosed.

But more crucially: let's leave some “mys-
tinue" for now, just to be theatrical!

The Everett Chronicles 4

“There are eight slots for plays and reviv-
als, but they only nominate four directors,
so not all of them could get in. The same
thing with set design.”

Ex':mH says, “The first Tony broadcast |
saw was the very first time the Tonys
were broadcast on network TV, on ABC,
I guess.” It was Sunday, March 26. 1967.
Evang was in elementary school, and Bar-
bra Streisand was Broadway’s brightest
new star

“I can tell you what the nominees were
for best musical and what number they
performed on the Tonys,” says Evans. They
were Cabaret, which won, with Joel Grey
leading the company in “Wilkommen"; The
Apple Tree ("Movie Star” and “Gorgeous”
performed by Barbara Harris and future
Tony winner Larry Blyden, a lawyer's son
from Houston); I Dol I Do! with the Tony
show’s hosts, Mary Martin and Robert
Preston, who won [or best actor in a musi-
cal, singing “Nobody's Perfect”; and Walk-
ing Happy, featuring Norman Wisdom and

company performing their show’s title tune.

A native Houstonmian, Evans attended
Strake Jesuit College Preparatory School
before going to Blyden's alma mater, the
University of Houston, where he excelled
in drama, art, and music appreciation
classes, and he wrote for the Daily Cougar
school newspaper, on his way to earning a
degree in journalism

In November 1978, Evans started at
the Chronicle on the fine arts staff led by
legendary editor Ann Holmes, who was
impressed with Evans’ well-rounded cul-
tural interests. Evans also showed her his
Daily Cougar reviews of Broadway shows
he'd seen on a two-week jaunt to New York,
among them A Chorus Line, Chicago, and
Pacific Overtures

“She was my mentor,” Evans says.

And what a mentor to have! When Hol-
mes died on March 6, Evans was assigned
her obituary. He wrote that “as fine arts
editor and chief arts critic of the Hous-

ton Chironiele for 40 years [she] helped
shape the taste of the city’s audiences and
nurtured key cultural institutions through
their formative vears.”

Evans adds, “She knew the city and she
knew the players. She felt that new groups
might need a little more nourishing as they
took their first steps, but 10 or 12 years down
the line you have to be more demanding,”

“Her legacy is the Houston arts scene
that we see today,” agrees Rebecca Greene
Udden, executive artistic director at Main
Street Theater. She also finds that Evans
is “indispensable” in taking up Holmes'

Snark not: George Bernard Shaw once quipped, “A drama critic is a man who leaves no
turn unstoned.” But Everett Evans is that rarest of theatrical reviewers—his critiques are

balanced, insightful, and seldom snarky.

mantle; “Everett loves the theater, and he
understands what he can do to strengthen
the theater community. He got that from
Ann Holmes, When !-:um:;\thjng 18 |:r1r1(l,
everybody knows about it, because Everett
uses the power of the Chronicle to bring
the arts to the attention of Houston in a
good way.

“He has seen so much theater, and he

reads about it, and he makes so many won-

derful connections to other |J|'i‘rtll:|t'[i[m.-.
here and on Broadway.”

Evans is a treasure whether he's
nurturing a young company, pujnting out

how a production could be better, or boldly
challenging the biggest player in town to
astonish him.

“His reviews are not about him. They're
always about the arts™
“He's not of the John &

explains Udden.

mon school of eriti-
cism where you think of something witty,
and write that at the expense of the artist.
“Everett is positive,” she says. “He's
really a smart guy, and Houston 1s lucky to
have him, period.”
Donalevan Maines also writes about the Tony
Awards and James Knapp, 2009 male grand
marshal, for this issue of OutSmart magazine.
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THERE IS NO SUCH THING

There is also no such thing as simply adequate dental
care. Your smile is too essential to be submitted to
anything less than excellent care

r. Randy Mitchmore of LifeSmiles was listed
louston'’s Top Doctors for a reason: He s a
artist, crafting each smile to fit unique desires and
characteristics. He s also a highly trained cosmeti

entist with hundreds of hours of advanced training

s offers a full menu of innovative treatment
r anything from whitening to implants or a E

b e e e o F e el Call today for your free, in-home
i Pink Glove Treatment™estimate.
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Have a Fabulous Pride Month
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PRIDE is Ageless. Come see for yourself.

"PRY

Seniors Preparing for Rainbow Years

* Peer Support Groups

* Counseling/Psychiatry

* Needs \H‘\t wsment

* No Out of Pocket Expenses

= 713.529.0037
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Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender: Your quality of life matters.

MONTROSE 401 Branard St. » 2nd Floor

Houston, Texas 77006-5015
COUNSELING Phone 713.529.0037 Fax 713.526.4367

CENTER www.montrosecounselingcenter.org
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RESPONSIBILITY MATTERS
I, Bu

WELCOME Male Grand Marshal
The Annual James Knapp
Houston Pride P

elebrating 40 years

since the famed

Stonewall Rebellion
in New York City when
gueers fiercely resisted
harassment by New

York City police, Pride 7
Houston has adopted ’
as its 2009 theme, b

Out 4 Justice. The
snappy, superhero-
looking logo, designed
by Michael Hobley,
David Wuensch, and
TracyLynn Tessmer,
reminds us of the
courage it took—and
takes—to be an out
and open gay man,
leshian, or bisexual
or transgendered
person.

Here in the official
OutSmart and Pride
Houston 2009 Pride
Guide, you'll find stories of

just a few of those courageous

people, as well as tips to get
the most out of your Pride

' e, and dozens of very
cool Pride—sanctioned and other
out-and-proud events.

Contents

Female Grand Marshal
Fiona Dawson

Grand Marshal
Grand Marshal Organization

Linda & Mike Bratsen



EPAH Salutes Pride!

Voted Houston's Best Social Organization in 2007 and 2008!
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Where Business, Professional'and Social Networks Meet ; - ' (e Whats ina name?

¥~ - {Mostly) queer rockers,
B gu— - Girlin 2 Coma pays a
— - | visit to Fitzgerald's main
g R ' stage (see listing for

Executive and Professional Association of Houston e i June 9).
£ 2009 Mark Johnson Photography = PhotafArchitect.com . Flnd OUt more at WWW-EPAH-DrQ

n the natienal front, the opposition to

ai/l([; at the h-l-.lm in decades. Locally, v

opentl; v mayor of a top-five Americe y hiving up to the song’s claim, “this land is your land/this land is our

( '3;’!”’1 ﬂ" V}({f{" land.” Which, come to think of it, could then be belted out by one yur very own Pride Idels (Pridols, for those of

4 1M shorthand for tweeting).
Real Men Shop at Sasha’s '

Well, there's no better way to celebrate all this good gay fortune than with the 2009 Pride Maonth.

’ For the 31st year in a row, Houston is putting on a stellar Pride parade, and its 12th anniversary as the nation’s premiere noc-
. i \ turnal one. There are a myriad of very cool Pride-sanctioned (and other out-loud-and-proud) events to let your rainbow freak flag fly.
We've compiled this list of places to go and things to do just for you, so keep this commemorative issue of OutSmart handy, as this is

the Officia 9 Pride Guide. We should all be proud of ourselves. Happy Pride Month.

you who need a

June 3 June 3 Clark

Dine with Pride, Dinner 1 7 oM, ANGELIKA FiLM CENTER future a
the LGBT f il free while Big-Screen Cabaret test like this, it re ould go either way
ake you Theatre Under The Stars celebrates its But if the Sus e in the bunch,

wilting cover p ion of the musical masterp ; it would be
i over to On 1 L.a I }'u"li'lx oult [hl."
ympetition. FYT, the original
contestants, coming in a rain-
icked for their t

A fund sing fe : it ; i : ' i lity, m'v[h1‘||.:'1[;-_j'.
[PetiBoutique AR § e :

Il donate a portion of 3 ALY w 5 come together dur-
Ennio for

i z i _;. t ght to Pride Houston. Akt
isiesrts Ao 713-533-1117 For information on tis Houston P
TUE ~ \NAEC ocation, go to PrideHou . '
ME . L Al B VIiE 2 mwﬂfﬁw E ” I 'u
1804 B. Westheimer @ Morse, Houston, TX 77098
713.523.1279 | EyeGalleryHouston.com www.SashasSudsNDuds.com
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- Congratulations!

HOUSTON PRIDE

for your contributions to
the GLBT Community.

LHI has served the needs of
LGBT women for 17 years by
sponsoring Health Fairs the first
Saturday in June and November,
continuing health education and
informative newsletters.

For General and Volunteer Info.
www.lhihouston.org
info@lhihouston.org

713-426-3356
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FREE to EVERYONE!

PROCEEDS SUPPORT THE HEALING ART GROUPS:

[SHODSEHES
Get your ART ON! at ART LEAGUE HOUSTON 1

1953 MONTROSE, 77006
P: 713.523.9530
info@artieaguehouston,org
www.artleaguehouston,org

QutSmart
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National
\HIVTESTINGDay
JUNE 27

Free Rapid HIV Testing

Friday, June 26 &
Saturday, June 27
10:00 am-2:00 pm

Legacy‘ :

Community Health Services

215 Westheimer
Houston, TX 77006

(713) 830-3000

legacycommunityhealth.org

ST

\www.houstonprideidol.com
Thursday, May 21 @ 10 pm

Thursday, May 28 @ 10 pm

Thursday, Jun 4 @ 10 pm
Thursday, Jun 11 @ 10 pm
Thursday, Jun 18 @ 10 pm
Thursday, Jun 25 @ 10 pm

v »
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June 6

6-9 pM, RicH's

Jocks in Dresses

Hide the bats. The studs of the Montrose
Softball League don frocks for Jocks in
Dresses, the league's annual amateur drag
fundraiser. Benefits ATDS Foundation
Houston. 2401 San Jacinto.
Montrosesoftballleague.com

June 7

5:30 pM, OvaTions

Caring Cabaret

A different Cabaret. Pianist Roger Woest
presents his annual Caring Cabaret,
featuring vocalists Gary Bankston, Patti
Barnes, Deborah Baily, Laura Finger
!.]IJH‘_;'i?['I. Tt'l'l'_\.' -Jm]t':i. .\Ia'u'k .md M{‘n'];L
Stonebarger, and Charles Swan, Benefits
Covenant House of Houston. 2536 Times
Blvd. Tickets: $50. Ovationsmghtelub.com
* 713/522-9801.

June 7

7 pM, Brazos River B

Colt 45’s Anniversary

Pride in perfomance. Colt 45's celebrates
33 vears of supporting people with HIV
AIDS and breast cancer with an annmiver.
sary show and awards ceremony. 2400 Bra-
zos St. BrbHouston.com * 713/528-9192.

June 9

8 PM, FITZGERALD'S

Girl in a Coma

Saving the best for last, Girl in a Coma
that raucous, rocking Texas trio, two-thirds
of which are out lesbians—is eurrently on
a national summer tour in support of their
new CD, Trio B.C. They wrap up visits

to seven Lone Star cities with a show in
Houston, sharing the stage with Miss Der-
ringer. 2706 White Oak Dr. Fitzlive.com

713/862-7469

June 10

Dine with Pride, Dinner 2
TBA

For restaurant location,

zo to PrideHouston.org

June 11

10 pm, Guava Lamp

Houston Pride Idols, Week 4

If you've been to any of the Pride Idol
weeks, you know that omnipresent Ernie
Manouse is playing the Simon Cowell role,
Houston Chronicle musie writer and Al
blogger Joey Guerra is the nice guy, and
Project Runway Brit brat fashionista Van-
esza Riley provides the estrogen. And after
sucking down Guava's powerfully potent

Congressman Barney Frank is interviewed in (though obviously not one of the subjects
of) acclaimed filmmaker Kirby Dick’s new movie shedding light on the hypocrisy of
closeted gay, antigay legislators. Outrage opens June 12 at Angelika Film Center.

legislators, opens todav. 510 Texas Ave,
! - ] "u
Angelikafilmeenter.com * T13/225-1470.

cocktails, patrons are performing their
own Paula Abdul slur and head bob. Now
that's entertainment.

June 12
June 12 7 M, MonTrosE CounseLing CENTER
AncELIKA Fium CENTER HATCH Proam

Outrage
Stall talk. Outrage, acclaimed filmmaker
Kirby Dick’s new movie shedding light

Prom and circumstance. OuiSmart’s Nancy
Ford emcees “Flashback to the '80s,”
HATCH's Alternative Prom for youth and

on the hypocrisy of closeted gay, antigay continued on next page

E3 State Farm  Piscounts 40%

“The Barry Hoskins State Farm Agency
is the place to call for all your insurance
and financial needs. My team and | are
licensed and trained professionals that
will concentrate all our efforts on being
your insurance resource. We offer
convenient access the way you want it
with Walk in, Call-in, or Click-In service
24/7. We are ready to help you after an
auto accident or with a homeowners
claim, even for the purchase of a new
car and simply to answer questions.
We want a personal relationship with
you because Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.”

3
Barry Hoskins

www.BarryHoskins.com

22 Waugh Dr., Suite 340
Houston Texas 77007
(Waugh Dr. @ Washington Ave.)
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The Houston Pet Patrol and the Spay-Neuter Assistance Program
would like to thank all of our supporters in the LGBT community!

Ha

pet patrol=Z

A PEOPLE PET PARTNERSHIP

‘ continued from previous page

adults. (See page 142.) Montrose Counseling
Center, 401 Branard St. Hatchyvouth.org.

June 12

9 pi, CrockeER BAR AND GEORGE

Which Will Prevail

Simul-shows. ERSICSS celebrates Pride
with Which Will Prevail, a pair of simul-
taneous, dueling shows benefiting Legacy
Community Health Services. The men
perform at Crocker Bar (2312 Crocker),
and the women perform at George (617
Fairview). Susan Hayes and Natasha
Nikole host. Ersiess.org,

June 13

10 am, WiLLIs, TExAs

3rd Annual Tranny Q

Pride parade float assembly will begin at
10 a.m. Bring screw guns, staple guns,
air compressors, water, and sunscreen, A
potluck BBQ dinner will be served at noon.
This event is open to the entire LGBT
community in honor of Pride Month. Go
to Tq.transhouston.com for maps, carpoal
details, and information on overnight
camping and fishing.

June 13

7:30 pM, Jones Havl

Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston

Muy caliente! Bayou City Performing

Arts artistic director James Knapp says
farewell to Houston, eonducting Gay Men's
Chorus of Houston's 30th anniversary
season finale, La Perla!, a commissioned
show foeusing on Latino and Hispanic
musie. 615 Louisiana St. Tickets: $22-565.
Gmceh.org.

June 14

7:Z0 pm, EJ's

Gospel Revival

The glory of pride. ERSICSS board of
directors host Gospel Revival. Benefits
Legacy Community Health Services. 2517
Ralph St. Ersicss.org.

June 17

Dine with Pride, Dinner 3
TBA

For restaurant location,

go to Pridehouston.org

June 18

10 pm, Guava Lamp

Houston Pride Idols, Week 5

Rumor has it Paula Abdul's supposed to
show up because someone called and told
her Pfizer was giving out free samples of
(insert pharmaceutical here). Okay, you

June 18

6 PM, ALLEY THEATRE

‘ActOUT

Television on stage. LGBT and supportive
theatermavens enjoy a mixer with
musie, soctalizing, and complimentary
cocktails followed by a performance of
The Farnsworth Invention. Reception, 6
p.m.; curtain, 7:30 p.m. Alley Theatre's
4th Floor Terrace Room, 615 Texas Ave.

AlleyTheatre.org * 713/220-5700.

June 18

8 pM, Hogsey CENTER
OUT@TUTS \
Come hear the music play, OUT@TUTS
explores the decadent wolrld of 1930s Berlin
in Cabaret with a
post-show sing-along
reception with cast
and crew downstairs
at Arlista Restaurant.
Theatre Under The
Stars. Hobby Center
for the Performing
Arts, 800 Baghby St.
TUTS.com.

June 19

8 pm, Hoesy CENTER
Houston Pride Band
Band of brothers and
sisters. Conducted

by artistic director
Jason Stephens, the
Houston Pride Band
concludes the season
with the continuing
theme, Beyornd

4410 CF HANT

|

June 20

7:30-10:30 pm, BisTrRo CaLais

Jerry Atwood and Rick Comeaux
Greenway cabaret. Legendary piano bar
darlings Jerry Atwood and Rick Comeaux per-
form favorite show tunes, ballads, and more in
the musical dining room the third Saturday of
each maonth (this month, June 20). Check the
website for appearances by Sharon Mont-
gomery, Tommie Lee Bradley, and other local
favorites, 2611 Bammel Ln. Reservations:
BistroCalais.com = 718/529-1314.

June 20

Tem, Communimy Gosrel. CHURCH

The Bible and Modern Humanity

Holy man. The Reverend Samuel Kader,
renowned author and international leader

Fences: Music without
Borders, featuring
music from England,
Japan, Chile, and,

of course, the USA. Hobby Center for the
Performing Arts' Zilkha Hall, 800 Bagby St.
Houstonprideband org.

June 20

6 M, La Maison on REVERE

GLBT Wine Tasting

Exclusive to Friends of Pride, this wine
soiree takes place at the swanky new La
Maison in River Oaks. Members snack on
designer hors d'oeuvres and move from ta-
bletop to tabletop sampling prime vintages.
If you're not a FOP, why should you care?
For Pride next year. Grab a few friends
and pool yvour cash and buy the $750
champagne package which includes—get
this—two on-site festival parking passes,
six VIP bleacher seats for the parade that
includes your own personal waiter, six tick-
ets to an exclusive pre-Parade reception,
four invites to the wine party, and more.
PrideHouston.org

Taste the rainbow. The Houston Flyboys flag troupe shows its colors in Pride Hous-
ton's 1997 GLBT Pride Parade, the first to be held after dark.

in the Community Gospel Church de-
nomination, conducts Evervthing you were
afraid to ask®, but really need to know, a
four-hour seminar addressing what the
Bible really says about homosexuality and
how it relates to modern humanity. Free.
608 Aurora St. CommunityGospel.org
713/880-2245.

June 21

1N amM, Communimy GospeL CHURCH
Reverend Samuel Kader

From the pulpt. The Reverend Samuel
Kader addresses the congregation follow-
ing his June 20 workshop (see previous
entry), 608 Aurora St. CommunityGospel.
org * 713/880-2245.

June 20-21

10 am; Suick WiLoE's FamiLy PooLHaL
13th Annual Houston Billiard Open
Don’t seratch. Experienced pool players

Independent Billiard League of Houston's
13th Annual Houston Billiard Open. The
event is the final stop of the prestigious
ACB/J. Pechauer Cues All American Tour.
“The $500 added money purse provides us
nationwide promotion with regional focus,
and this alliance promises to increase
player participation,” says [BL representa-
tive Greg Killips. Registration, 10 am_;
play, 11 a.m. 1200 Westheimer. Tickets:
$30-%35. IBLHouston.com.

June 21

8:30 am-10:50 am,

Bering Uniten MetHopist CHURCH
Interfaith Service

One of Pride’s most endearing character-
isties 15 its inherent inclusiveness. The
colors of the rainbow,
while separate, form
one unifying image.
Why not celebrate
that spiritual diversity
and unity by joining
others in warship? If
you haven't been to
church in awhile, do
yourself, your spirit,
and your psyche a
favor and join Bering’s
interfaith service.
God loves vou. And

in whatever form you
envision God, He/She
would love to see you.
BeringUMC.org

June 21

6 pM, CoMMUNITY
GospEL CHURCH
Entertaining Angels
Hospitality (sweet).
Community Gospel
Church presents its annual Pride celebra-
tion, Enterfaining Angels, a musical drama
revealing the real story of Sodom and
Gomorrah. Free. 608 Aurara St.
CommunityGospel.org = T13/850-2245.

June 24

Dine with Pride, Dinner 4
TBA

For restaurant location,

go to PrideHouston.org

June 25

10 pM, GuavAa LamMp

Houston Pride Idols, Week 6

Somieone’s going to have their Pridol
dream come true. Will there be a Kris Al-
len-style upset? Or will the contestant with
the most buzz actually win the top prize?
Find out tonight at this, the big

Pride Idol finale. 570 Waugh Dr.
GuavaLampHouston.com * 713/524-3359.

o Sl e know we're kidding, right? 570 Waugh Dr. R i i e l A
: - R1RIEgl O and amateurs alike ate weleomed at the antin - o
| GuavalampHouston.com * 713/524-3359. PR ] i continued on next page
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“This collection is ideal

for coastal inspired homes” §g
-Todd Slaughter, Principal

NEW LOCATION
701 14th Street
Galveston Island, TX 77550

For more information call

409.763.3764
Visit us at www, barknfrog.com

HOURS
Mon-Sat: 10am to 6pm

Announcing the arrival of the
Sunday: Noon to 5pm

New Coastal Living Collection by

tanley

FURNITURE

Coastal Furnishings-= Decorative Accessories * Arr * Lighting = Amiques . !nrer.-ors

.

Full Kitchen & Bar, Pool, Golden Tee, MegaTouch, Darts, Nintendo Wii & Wireless Internet
Watch All Your Favorite Sports!

Serving Lunch, Dinser, Late Night!
Happy Hear 2pm - Tpm M-F
M1 fidars, U malece ot

& wings T84 Zhar Shaginm
W B !fd'i‘ﬂ’h‘lﬂ""i"
T Kovaoke-, Faslel pinty
F 'Lr.h"ai’f ~" or S clali

Flm\IN tha) $ 2 Lt St e
s PHiomns

1||L.ﬂ\lnl.l‘.,l
1915 Westg?im_er
M rzub: m:ﬂrrrrs::::bsm 2 Patios
£ low - T :
FirkinAndPhoenix.com 713-526-3100
T2 JUNE 2( QutSm
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June 25

5:30 M, Bayou Ciry Bar & Griul

Author Book Signing

Author, author. Local author B, Alan Bour-
geois signs copies of GAPH 2: The Readers,
a sequel to his suceessful God'’s Army to
Purge Homosexuality. 2409-A Grant St.
Bayoucitybar.com * 713/522-2867.

June 26

10 pM, METEOR

Pride Fashion

Sponsored by Male UWear, this runway
extravaganza gives you the chance to
gawk at, and plan, your perfect outfit for
the Pride Parade—skivvies. We all know
it’s about a thousand degrees in Houston,
s0 less in this case really is more. More
comfortable, that is. Swimsuits are also on
display, so if' it rains (a definite possibility),
you won't mind getting your new fashion
statement a little soaked. But don't worry.
Even if yvou don't have the perfect gym
body to pull off samething skimpy, there
are plenty of other hot fashions to peruse
Meteor, 2306 Genesee, Meteorlounge.com ®
713/5621-0123.

June 26

8 pm, Tony's Corner PockeT

Stonewall 40

Without the brick throwing. PWA Holiday
Charities presents Stonewall 40, celebrat-
ing 40 years of LGBT Pride, with all
community entertainers invited to per-
form. Benefits PAW Holiday Charities and
Legacy Community Health Services’ medi
cation and insurance assistance programs.
PWAHC.org. Tony's Corner Pocket 817 W
Dallas St. Tonvscornerpockethar.com.

June 27

N am=7 pM, We EIMER & YOAKUM

Houston Pride Festival

A now-standard Pride accompaniment, the
Pride Festival is basically a drink and food
recharge zone for those who aim to make
Pride an all-day affair. However, this year,
there are a couple of events worth special
mention. The Walgreen's Health & Well-
ness Pavilion hosts HIV/STD testing, along
with cancer screening information, nutri-
tion information, and Men’s & Women's
Wellness edueation. The Stonewall Legal
Advice Tent allows you the chance to speak
privately with probate and family law
experts, and various legal eagles on LGBT
rights. Community Street offers pro-LGBT
exhibitors, food courts, pet adoptions, and
the Pride Qasis “cool zone” (thank vou, Bud
Lite!). For the little ones, the Family Space
& Kid's Zone boasts inflatable games, a
rock wall, Wii station, face painting, and
specifically family-friendly exhibitors.

June 27

6 pM, BeEriNG OMEGA FLOAT

Tailgate Party

Pride party. Bering Omega Community
Services hosts a tailgate party before the
Pride parade begins. Check location of
their float on the official parade lineup.
Beringumec.org = 713/526-1017.

June 27

8-11 am

Houston Pride Parade

It's hot. It's sweaty. It's fun and it's funky.
And thank God it’s at night. It's the 31st
annual Pride parade. Expect the usual eye-
popping floats from the big brand names,
although in this economy, even that's up in
the air. Although safe betters can reason-
ably bank on Charles Armstrong providing
some glitz, they can also expect plenty of
walking contingents. But the PFLAG group
gets the loudest hoots and hollers, with

or without the added pizzazz of bead-toss-
ing. And while we he have your attention,
please, please, everyone, put vour trash in
the provided bins. It's inexcusable that we
throw a party and afterwards it looks like
we trashed the place. And to you parade or-
ganizers: take a note from the Art Car Pa-
rade and get those floats moving. We love
our funky parade, but to have a 10-minute
lagtime between motorcades is a real buzz-
kill. Get those floats rolling and crack that
whip! (We're supposed to be good at that,
remember?) Pridehouston.org

June 27

HIV Testing

Get tested. June 27 is National HIV Test-
ing Day, Call AIDS Foundation Houston for
a list of testing locations. AIDSFoundation-
Houston.org, * 713/623-6796

June 27

4 pm-4 am. CLuB Aoam anD EDen
Daylong Pride Party

All-Day Pride. Club Adam and Eden
present a daylong Pride Party for those
who prefer to parade their stuff closer to
the Gulf. 522 NASA parkway in Webster.
Clubadam.net = 281/554-3336.

June 28

9 & M am, Resurrection MCC

Day-After Services

Worshiping with pride. Resurrection MCC
conducts its annual “day after the parade”
Pride services. ResurrectionMCC.org
T13/861-9149. W

MNMONSTER
BIKE SPLE

Now through June st
- EVERY BIKE ON SALE

- TONS OF ACCESSORIES

* FREE LIFETIME
ADJUSTMENTS

(with every bike purchase)

Q\SUN & Ski1 SPORTS

« Katy Mills, 281-994-5291 = 6100 Westheimer, 713-783-8180
« NEW! Memorial City Mall, 713-464-6363 (near Sears) + 5503 FM 1960 W., 281-537-0928
» 1355 Bay Area Blvd., 281-823-5154 +« Shop sunandskl.com

® EVERY FRIDAY 9pv - 22m
D) Cusanmo

® Most Awesome Drmns

& Best Moxros m Town $4
® Beers §3
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* HOLLY WOOD * :: Ron’s Ilnwntnuggll gutubSeSruice IStOI’y Of Prlde
e agby Street

SUPER CENTER 4 | J = | \ ."__'I'J'.r-'-_.'rl.'r--l.f'f MNictown Location .

ride Houston has been an active organization since 1978, lending an

active hand in the fight for equality in a time when basic rights were

virtually unheard of. Since the first Pride parade in 1979 with the

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS
Specializing In European Madels, brazen theme “United We Stand,” Pride Houston has been at the

But We Work On All Foreign core of the LGBT movement for united equality

And Domestic Vehicles. Over the past decades, the local LGBT community has ultimately thrived
as the parades get larger and more coloful, and more and more events are |
10 Years of added to the list of annual activities. But let us not forget our roots and the 5
Gu’ahty Service history that has brought us to where we are today. F

The following is a hist of each year’s theme and its grand marshals.

Ultimate Mechanic 2007 Award

—Houston Chranicle -
i I 1979 United We Stand 1984 Unity and More in ‘84 1989 Stonewall 20
Exp irt Bg Hirg & EElyyy Savi=e Thelma Hansel Pokey Anderson, Rick Grossman Charles Armstrong. Bettie Naylor
i II:EGQLEIWEI“ ghihanklihejBealens] 1980 Proud to Be 1985 Alive with Pride 1990 Look to the Future
Jim Farmer, Ruth Ravas Terry Clark, Freda Jerrell GM: Walter Carter, Annise Parker
- Debra Danburg, Craig Washington (Hon.)
n n " s 1981 we the People 1986 Liberty Is in Our Grasp

Ray Hill, Rita Wanstrom Tony Bicocchi, Dee Lamb 1991 Take Pride

Gene Harrington, Jack Jackson, Linda

DOWNTO WN AU To 1982 4 part Of. Not Apart From 1987 Come Out & Celebrate Pride Morales, Katy Caldwell, Marvin Davis

S : — = RVICE Marion Coleman, Andy Mills Persons Living With AIDS (Hon.)
2409 Grant SUlte D « 713-527-8510 713/520-0310 1983 Unity Through Diversity 1988 Rightfully Proud 1992 Pride = Power
: Marion Pantzer, Walter Strickler Bruce Cook, Eleanor Munger Sheri Cohen Darbonne, Brian Keever, Gay &
www.hollywoodsupercenter.com RonsDowntownAuto.com Sharon Kowaleds, Hariey Motk (Hon.) Lesbian Switchboard Houston (Hon. )

continied on page 7
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$208 Cash Prize
mlﬁ!emamm PRiDe nul MONTH LONG AT SEg e Sin, Ao ;
AnYlnterraithiRriideRSenvice

Shake That Booty Contest
ST6AY, y

| THE HO‘I’TEST anid I,BSB!QH II! SHT CLUB iN TeXAS $288 Cash Prize
- % 1l Friday June 12th, 2889 Sunday, June 21, 7:00 PM
| Amateur Drag Show ; :
| , Bering Memaorial
N He -

‘ F?EE IIPM(EVEW FR'IDNY NiGHT Frldsai':u?::‘grﬁfz;“g United Methodist Church
| I lP.r ide Par, tH 2009 I Kissa;l A Elrl/rll!:g Contest 1440 Harold Street

I Saturday June 27th, 2609 288 Cash Prize

§1 Draft Beer $158 Wells And $2 Longnecks saturday June 28th, 2889 713-526-1017

‘I ”!62 21and Up $718-28 Pride Party

. Open Till 4am The Day Of Pride Hlﬂgﬂ’t nght 0f The Year >
o ———— saturday June 27th, 2089

32 NASA PARKWAY WEBST E'l TX 17598 FUR MURE INFO: 281-354-EDEN

BB's Cajun Cafe Monday - Thursday
11 am - Midnight

|ll]| . ll | ' P — Open 2710 MONTROSE BLVD.
‘ Monday-Sunda Friday/Saturd
| } JL ) ‘éj m Y Y | 713/524-4499 ' "{3V/5aturday

7pm-2am
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Thank you for voting us

Organization Grand Marshal P
for the 2009 Houston Pride Parade

Proudly serving
the GLBT community
for 28 years

o819 s

Community Health Services

legacycommunityhealth.org

2003 siiver
Celebration

All former grand
marshals honored

2004 pride as
Big as Texas

Senna Alton, Jerry
Simoneaux, Sue and
Jim Null (Hon.),
Lesbian Gay Right
Lobby of Texas (Org.)

2005 Equal Rights!
No More! No Less!
Weldon Hickey, Deb
Murphy, Dennis and
Evelyn Schave (Hon.),
Bayou City Boys

Club (Org.)

1993 Out & Proud
Brian Bradley, Carolyn Mobley, o e
Adan Rios (Hon.), PFLAG

Houston (Org.)

1994 HouStonewall 25
Jay Allen, Cicely Wynne, Claire
Koepsel (Hon. ), Q-Patrol (Org.)

1995 Silence to
Celebration

Suzanne Anderson, Don Gill,
Annella Harrison (Hon, ),

H.AT.CH (Qrg.)

1996 Pride Knows
No Borders

&7 Pride Wee

I980

Huusmu Gay

The age of innocence? In 1980, just prior to the introduction of HIV/
AIDS, Houston's gay community proudly took to the streets for its
second official Pride parade, led by grand marshals Jim Farmer and
Ruth Ravas.

Bill Havard, Jeanette Vaughn, Jack
Abercia (Hon.), The Royal, Sovereign, and
Imperial Court of the Single Star (Ohg.)

2000 Take Pride, Take Jov, Take Action
Richard Weiderholt, Tori Williams,

Don Sinelair (Hon. ), People With ATDS
Coalition Houston (Org.)

1997 Glowing with Pride

2006 Say It Out Loud!

Phyllis Randolph Frye, Ray Ramirez,
Rev. Marilyn Meeker-Williams (Hon. },
Bunnies on the Bayou (Org.)

2007 Lone Star Pride

Watch in the next few months as we begin Building on a Legacy.

o " Spectacles
on Montrose

distinct

THE\AGENCY"

ve eyewear

4317 montrose blvd
713.529.3937

Best Place
to Buy Eyewear
: Private agency offering exclusive
and personalized dating services

for gay men in Houston.

. Thank you
. for your support!

Members are thoroughly prescreened.
Provides life coaching and image
consulting. Privacy guaranteed.
Organizes introductions and dates.

THE AGENCY HOUSTON

2115 Stacy Glen, Houston, TX, 77008
T 713 301 8855

www.theagencyhouston.com

Step into a world of romantic possibities !
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2001 Embrace Diversity

Mitchell Katine, Dalia Stokes, Blake and
Gordon Weisser (Hon. ), PFLAG Houston
1998 vnified, Diversified, Electrified  (Org.)

Bob Bouton, Jackie Doval, Barbara Winston
(Hon.), Texas Gay Rodeo Association (Org.) 22002 Pride Worldwide
Mela Contreras, Rusty Mueller, Irv & Jane

Smith (Hon. ), Gay & Lesbian Switchboard
Houston (Org.)

Deborah Bell, Jimmy Carper, Krewe of
Olympus (Org.) Jack Valinski, Maria Gonzalez, Garnet
Coleman (Hon. ), Imperial Court of

Houston (Org.)

2008 30 Year Celebration: We Are Family
Kelly MeCann, Dalton DeHart, Julie
Eberly (Hon.), AIDS Foundation

Houston (Org.) B

1999 Pride, Power, & Pizzazz
Sean Carter, Nancy Ford, Colt 45's (Org.)

(ELEBRATE GAN[ERIDE

Frid:w, June 26"‘ -MI ETEOR

Costumes up to

iy

Bustiers up to
._SIZE' 46 Gregg Homme, Joe Snyder,
] /) HY . P, Pikante, Timoteo, Unico

Shoes and Boots
to size 16

SHOW YOUR PRIDE WITH THE Hm STON PRIDE COMMITTEE AT THIS
Orricial PRIDE WEEKEND FASHION SHOW OPENING PARTY

daysJune 27%-SOUTH BEACH
®  (OST-PRIDE PARRIT: [V

DirecT FrROM Miami's Stn Im B: uu

DYDAVIDIKNARE

TICKETS ONISABEINOW 515 w1 acvance | 20 at ihe choor
'\ldmu“‘mM'. s Ba mill; Male Uwear,
jon Style Lounge

HY Uil g .

IlpiLy |]f|lgl|j Ly
230608 Genesse St | 7135210123

metenthousion com ISR OO rmeteorhousion

£10 Pacific Sweet | 713520 S08E (7623)
southbeschthernghiclub com - myspace com/sobehouston

www.eroticcabaret. con;
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presents

“Music Without Borders”

Friday, June 19th, 8pm
Zilkha Hall, Hobby Center

Ticket proceeds benefitting

houst
It NN

Sponsored by
QutSmart and Concierge Travel

visit www.houstonprideband.org for more information

~ HOUSTON PRIDE BAUD

817 West Dallas
(plenty of secure parking!)

Houston, TX 77019
713/571-7870

ryan

Professional .
therapeufic
M GES:

\
ryanmassageworks.com

RMTI.NMT.IIReikiT 713 2697926

James Knapp

2009 Frive Grand Masshal

by Donalevan Maines
Photo by Dalton DeHart

ames Knapp had just finished

unpacking at his new apartment

in Boston when he got word that
Houston’s LGBT community had selected
him as the male grand marshal for this
vear's Pride parade.

Fortunately, Knapp and his partner
Jesse (“Jesse, James—we didn’t plan it
that way,” he says) still have their house
in Houston, where Knapp will continue
as artistic and managing director of the
Bayou City Performing Arts (BCPA) until
around the time of Pride festivities. On
Monday after the parade, Knapp will leave
Texas, where he's lived for 23 years, and
return to his native New England.

His eyes well with tears as he says,
“It's going to be an important night for me,
a big night, my last hurrah. I'm having a
parade!”

Knapp’s legacy at BCPA will remain
here: how the Gay Men’s Chorus of
Houston blossomed under his leadership
since 2001 to more than 100 singers: how
its concert audiences grew from less than
300 at local churches to about 1,200 in
its new residence the past three years
at Jones Hall for the Performing Arts in
downtown Houston; how Knapp launched
the Bayou City Women's Chorus in 2005,
and nurtured it from a dozen singers at
its first rehearsal to a choir of more than
50 singers, including lesbians, bisexuals,
and heterosexuals; how Knapp combined
the voices of both men and women in
the LGBT community and its supporters
in founding the Bayou City Chorale,
premiered at Jones Hall in 2007 with a
benefit performance of “Sing for the Cure”
for the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation.

Knapp's selection as male grand
marshal is LGBT Houston’s way of
tipping its hat to both the success of
BCPA choruses and its longtime leader,
whose childhood began as Jamie Knapp
in a tough Irish-Catholic/ltalian-Catholic
neighborheod in Rochester, N.Y,

His family went to the American
Baptist Church, which Knapp is quick to
point out 18 more liberal, more progressive
than Southern Baptists.

“Still, I was always instructed in a faith
community, where the subtext was that you

Leaving on a high note: former artistic director of the Bayou City
Performing Arts, James Knapp, serves as male grand marshal of
Pride Houston's 2009 GLBT Pride Parade before moving to Boston.

can't be a Christian and be gay,” he says.
“There was the feeling that I had to choose
between family and faith and being gay.

“I always knew | was gay,” adds Knapp,
who is now 50, “but 1 was too terrified to do
anything about it. People didn’t even talk
about sex. I didn't know there was gav sex.
I thought it was fooling around.”

Looking back, he recalls what a great
role model he had in a proud gay man
named Martin May, who was Knapp’s high
school drama teacher. “Mr. May was not
married, so you can imagine the play on
words, You have a class with Mr. Gay.” But
he always stood tall. He wore big pump
heels like in Saturday Night Fever, he did
great work, and his classroom was a haven
for all the outcasts and misfits,

“My real eye-opener was going to
college” (at Fredonia State University),

he explains. “That's the first time | was
confronted with a lot of gay people, being
overtly gay, talking about gay sex, and
having same-sex relationships.

“It kinda freaks you out,” he
remembers, “What freaks you out about it,
is that's who you are. And away from home,
yvou have the time, place, and opportunity
to embrace your |Jl‘r'FlII'IFIIFEIll.

“Then the pivotal moment for me was
going to Burope,” he says, to study at
the Conservatory of Music in Salzburg,
Austria. “When I got off the plane, not
knowing one person on that continent,

I changed my name to James, and |
said, ‘'m going to do things differently,”
meaning that he was now offiecially out.

“They just didn't care over there!” he
laughs. “They were light years ahead of the
United States.” ’
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3131 Memorial Court @ Memorial and Studemont

A www.leaseanewview.com / 877.554.7437

Show Your HOUSTON PRIDE

with pPRESENTATION HOUSTON!

Special Pride Discount —15% off Any Order!

Bcsen tation
| i

Aaron Parrish | 832.623.1683

.) Large Format Printing
3 Personalized Apparel

info@presentationhouston.com

James Knapp

continued from previous page

Two vears later, a professor
encouraged him to pursue his master's
degree at the University of Texas at
Austin, “Moving from Austria to Texas
was like moving from Earth to Mars,”
he says. “You would think it would
cause me to go running back into the
closet. But I found Austin to be an oasis
of enlightenment, and after living with
integrity, I said ‘T'm not going back.”™

From Austin, Knapp moved to Chicago
for five years, then returned to Texas and
spent eight years as minister of music
at Firsi United Methodist Church in
Sugar Land, a former company town built
around the Imperial Sugar plant.

“It was wild. It was just a bunch of
pastures,” he explains. “The congregation
where 1 worked was 100 yvears old, and |

saw the whole [U.S. 59] corridor go from
Iu lds” to its current status as one of the
fastest-growing cities in the nation.

Knapp settled into a home in
Northfield Subdivision near Braeswood
and Fondren for “practical purposes,” he
says. "It was 15 minutes from work and
20 minutes to downtown.”

Living outside of the Montrose
gayhorhood, he says, “We are pioneers.

[ think that has a big impact on
people. It's a really good experience for
[heterosexuals].”

[n particular, he says that his next-
door neighbors, who are orthodox Jews,
“didn’t know what to think at first, but
now we have dinner together, we have
keys to each others’ houses, we've been a
positive influence.”

Likewise, he says, there are a number
of fellow “pioneers” in BCPA choirs, LGBT
singers who live outside the Houston city
limits, in areas that include Pearland,
Katy, and the Woodlands.

“Two guys come from Bellville, and
because of their courage in living openly
as they do out in the country, we have
about 15 Bellville groupies,” Knapp
laughs. “They come to every performance
and always join us afterwards when we go
out to dinner.”

With BCPA members dressed as
mermaids and “mer-men” in the Pride
parade, chances are that Bellville
groupies of the Gay Men's Chorus of
Houston will be diving for pearls as the
float passes by them

Knapp says he hopes the male grand
marshal convertible he's riding in will be
positioned near BCPA’s Hoat Meanwhile,
he admits, “T'm absolutely obsessing with
what I'm going to wear." il

Donalevan Main

eritic Everett Evans and the Tony Awards in

this issue of OutSmart magazin

es also writes about theater

Ziggy's Bar and Grill - Montrose
302 Fairview @ Taft * 832.519. 0476

We are 3 blocks from
the PRIDE Parade Route

* Happy Hour Every Day until 6 pm
* 25¢ Pomegranate Jello Shots

* Entire Menu Available To Go

Bar and Grill

RiBBoN WY
ADVENTURES

WWW.REDRIBBONADVENTURES.COM

713.627.7568 / 888.227.7510

Individual/Group Adventure and Volunteer Travel
in the fight against HIV/AIDS on all continents.

WE WANT TO GET YOU OUT OF THE CLOSET

AND INTO A WHOLE HOUSE.

Before you can come out of the closet,
you need to have a house!

Buying that house can be more confusing
and scary than telling the folks.

We understand that, and we make closet and home
ownership safe and comfortable for our clients.

Make today your own coming out day!

Purchase, Refinance, Cash-out ... before you call the REST -
call the BEST! Call John Frels and Mortgage Associates.

Take advantage of all John Frels
our on-line services at Presicent
www.mortgageassoc.com TDSME M #117

,_-:-"3«"-‘-—.__.___.__., Since 1994

PR t N, Jortgage

-‘r I

l 1 ¥ Associates

L%
= OF TEXAS

R
s S

3303 Louisiana Street
Suite 220
Houston, Texas 77006
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forever

Attorneys at Law with the experience
to assist you in the legal transition
of your unique relationship.

LAW OFFICES OF

SAM M. (TREY) YATES, III, r.C.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HOUSTON OFFICE KATY OFFICE
5225 Katy Freeway, Suite 550 / Houston, Texas 77007 21510 Kingsland Blvd., Suite 105 / Katy, Texas 77450
713-932-7177 | Fax: 713-932-7277 713-Katy-Law (713-528-9529)

Email: info@treyyateslaw.com

...Isnt.

[
| ¢

With over twenty-five years of experience in the Courts of Harris,

Fort Bend, Brazoria and Galveston counties, the legal team at The Law
Office of Sam M. (Trey) Yates, lll, P.C. is able to bring to their clients
the unique advantage that only years in the courtroom can afford. With a
primary focus on divorce, child custody, complex marital property division,
will contests, guardianship litigation and major personal injury claims, the firm
embraces the philosophy that their clients need all the relevant information
available to make an informed decision as they navigate through the maze of
trial or mediation. A community of professionals can be assembled by the
firm around their clients — whether that be accountants, financial planners,
therapists or parent coordinators to assist them in arriving at a client driven
solution to their unique legal issue. Complete mediation, family law mediation
and collaborative family law services are also offered by the firm.

You are invited to contact client services at the number below to arrange for
an initial consultation or visit the firm’s website at www.treyyateslaw.com.

We look forward to working for you soon.

Licensed by the Texas Supreme Court of the State of Texas to practice law since 1984,



THE HOUSTON BUSINESS JOURNAL'S TOP “25 REAL ESTATE TEAMS” : X

HTEXAS MAGAZINE READERS' CHOICE AWARDS 2009
OUR RECENT AWARDS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES

BROOKS BALLARD
L
HOUSTON, TX 7/

4 Studio
(, laMoves

We offer fithess & movement classes

by Joyce Gabiola
Photo by Dalton DeHart

t is a huge honor. In true absolute hon-
Iiul v, I feel very humbled and shy, and 1

actually feel like | want to hide under
a |'-|g'|\ = ]"]‘ul];l “,s\'\ 20N, |\r||:\\ nas one 111.
the leading volunteers in our community,
s reacting to having been voted as one of
the grand marshals for Pride 2009,

Dawson wonders what her classified
id might read if one was to be published.
She starts, “Overly committed,” and with
careful thought, continues, "commitment

g
phooDne. | |

" Yes, readers, Ms. Dawson is
single; so suit up, strut to the nearest Hu
man Rights Campaign event and smile.
However, it is her single status that she
yelieves has a large part to do with her
heavy community involvement,
Between her job at BBVA Compass
n Corporate Responsibility and Reputa
1on, commitments to the Human Rights
Campaign on a national and local level,
pending quality time with friends and

MEDITATION MONDAYS IN MONTROSE

LED BY

ALAN DAVIDSON

plunteering for a myriad of other causes,
vhen does Dawson find the time to nurture
the world? “I think when vou are deter-

nined to do ~'IIII|!'I|'||1:_'_: imnd vou set a :_II.:J

t happen, rather than finding the time.”
Before |.:1'.'le:|_1,,- in Houston in 2000,

lawson volunteered and worked in

t's more a case of making the time to make

BRI e

Hi, Fi: female grand marshal of Pride Houston’s 2009 GLBT Pride Parade, Fiona Dawson,
believes even Texas will eventually become more inclusive in its legislation, and works
with the Human Rights Campaign to achieve that goal.

Nia, yoga, pilates & martial arts

langladesh and Portugal. The spirit of

olunteerism, of gIving back to the com-

2 convenient locations in the Heights
508 Pecore and 3221 Houston Avenue
Call 713-864-4260

or visit our website at www.niamoves.com

REVIEW

Do you have the right investments in place to meet
the financial challenges ahead?

| TWO WEEKS OF FREE |
: Classes for new clients :

oo o o o o o - -

Jennifer L. Riley
Financial Advisor

lay.

Edward]oneé

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

please call or by tod
2111 West Govenors Circle
Houston, TX 77092
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| www.edwardjones.com

nunity, was inspired by her mother, who
assed away of pancreatic cancer in 20086,
she remembers one of her earliest mo-
nents of charity. Along with her mother

BiG MIND, INTEGRAL, INSIGHT, nd siblings, she shoveled snow out of the

CHANTING, SENSE AND CENTER YOUR BODY.
EVERY MONDAY NIGHT
7:30 To 9:30 FM
1712 FAIRVIEW,

STUDIO CLASSROOM
HousTonN, TX 77006

ath of the elderly people who lived behind
1er family's house. “There were like 11
wuses, and we knocked on their doors and
isked if they needed milk or bread. We
vent down to the local .4'2111|.1 Lo |I||}1' their
|:i||\ ;I[|'.j |||'|'.q‘,' .l1ll| ','.:I...l\l’li lh.'ll'|( W Elh il.
Viumi just encouraged us to do all of those
hings.” .

At the mention of a Houston Voice
rticle published in 2005 where she was

MEDITATE LIKE A
BUDDHIST MONK IN ONE NIGHT!
GUARANTEED, OR
YOUR EGO BACK.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT
WWW.THRoOUGHYouRBODY.COM/
EVENTS.HTML
QR CALL NICOLE AT
713-942-0923

Ass I1s FREE w

gquoted as saying she wanted to save the
world, Dawson replies, “I want to apply
myself to the best of my ability to make
positive change in the world, and I think

if you ean try and live every day as though
vou're seizing every opportunity there is

to do illﬂll'-li'lii'l;_' '_;-md, then |‘.1:i_\'|\v _\'u]L"I':-,

quote-unguote. saving the world.”

Her reason {

for remaining in Houston?
“It’s hot and cheap,” she laughs, “Houston
.'|.'|?'- ||L'|'=I il !""-Hi Lo me |.||=' P"."'l?é" ||!'|'f'

are incredibly embracing, and there are so

many great causes to really ap

Houston 1s

and get involved in a great
place of opportunity. [ think people come
and create themselves here.”

Dawson, who became a naturalized
LS. eitizen 1n 2008, appears to have a lot
of faith in the strength of our community
to ultimately influence LGBT legislation
on a national level. 1 think that the more
networking we do collectively as a GLBT
rur1|n|1|:|i:‘\' and the more |J:-u1r|¢-- we get in-
volved, we can create a stronger force here
in Texas. I'm sure a lot of the nation looks
at Texas and thinks there’s no way that
we can push for GLBT legislation. But

here in Houston, we're very powerful and

y yvourself

we can make a difference. We can make a
difference on the local level—we've seen
that—we can make a difference on the
state level, and we can make a difference
on the federal level.”

In addition to her faith in our com
munity, she expresses faith in President
Barack Obama and a “fair-minded house
and senate.” However, fair-mindedness
has come at a time when the nation’s cru-
cial concern is the economy. “We're at this
juncture where we've put all this time and
effort into getting the representation that
we need, vet on the other hand, people
are so scared about their daily lives and
how they're going to make the hills and
whether they're going to lose their jobs,
that maybe they're too seared to keep on
investing and pushing. So what we've
seen in the last eight Years 13
more of a defense—defending ourselves —+
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Financial Planning
for Domestic Partners

Similar Goals. Different Challenges.

Domestic partners may share similar goals with married individuals, yet they
face unique challenges when it comes to financial planning. We will help you
develop a plan that's appropriate to your needs—one that takes into account
not only where you want to go, but also how you want to get there.

For information, contact

Grace 5. Yung, CFP

Vice President=Investments
Advisory & Brokerage Services
713-654-0260
grace.yung@ubs.com

Jacqueline M. Jacobsen, CLU®, ChFC®, CFP*, CIMA
Vice President-Investments

Advisory & Brokerage Services

713-654-0301 512-479-5225
jacgueline.jacobsen@ubs.com

98 San Jacinto Boulevard, Suite 100
Austin, TX 78701
800-553-3119, ext. 260 or 301

1000 Main Street, 26th Floor
Houston, TX 77002
800-553-3119, ext. 260 or 301

www. ubs.com/financialservicesinc

You & Us

Lallded s

confinued frGim previous fage

and trying to make sure that nothing
passes that takes our rights or limits us.
Now we're in a sitnation where we're in
offense and we can go for it, and we can
see hate erimes legislation pass. And now
with thizs wonderful movement of marriage
equality across the states, we're begin-
ning to see great strides. Yet we're not in
a sound financial situation to fully back

it up and kick it out in the field. . . . We've
got to keep inspired and we've got to keep
looking forward. Let's not sit back and
watch evervthing happen, because to do
that would be dangerous, and we would
lose this opportunity.”

Speaking of good causes, Dawson
visited the Southern Poverty Law Center
in Montgomery, Alabama, on business and
learned of their program called Teach-
ing Tolerance, which, according to their
website, is dedicated to reducing prejudice,
improving intergroup relations, and sup-
porting equitable school experiences for
children. “They empower the teachers with
tools to talk about bullving at all levels, all
dimensions of diversity,” Dawson says. The
program created an event ealled Mix It l=F>
at Lunch Day, in which more than 10,000
schools participate. It's a eall to action
where students simply cress the lines of
division by sitting with a group of stu
dents with whom they would not normally
interact, therefore allowing the opportu-
nity to make new friends and learn about
and respect each other's differences. “They
did some diversity exercises and train-
ing,” she says, “and 1 was so thrilled to see
that they included sexual orientation and
touched on gender identity.”

Implementing tolerance education in
schools is absolutely eritical, according
to Dawson. “As adults, whether we have
children or not, it’s our responsibility to
be role models for younger kids, so that
they can learn that diversity is a part of
life and it's a value in life. I'm hoping to
do some more work with them to see how
we can increase the knowledge about that
program and its presence and see ifit's
something that can help teach tolerance in
schools.

“] am so, 50 lucky to have family that
loves me and accepts me for who I am
[ was very close to my mum all the way up to
her death. She's very much a part of me al
ways, every single day, every single moment
There's never a time when I'm not with her or
she's with me.” Just as Dawson’s commitment
to nurturing the well-being of the commu-
nity, and thus the world, 1s lasting, so exists
the giving spirit of her mother within. B

Jovee Gabiola also writes about Legacy
Community Health Services in this issue of
OQutSmart magazine.
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Celebrating 21 years of
making people happy

From PFLAG Heroes to Pride Parade Marshals

Mike and Linda Bratsen

2009 Fride Mono

by Marene Gustin
Photo by Dalton DeHart

anta Fe, in Galveston County, isn't
E|i.-1nr'i:-u|3,\ the kinda pi;-ll'l-' you'd
want to be out and loud.

The rural town of under 10,000 has a
pretty conservative history. From the days
when it was known as a sundown town
as in “people of color need to leave town
to the '80s shrimpers
protest against the influx of Vietnamese
that r-'|]|":\.\'l1t‘[] the film Alamo Bay to the

before sundown”)

Supreme Court case based on prayer in
school, Santa Fe is about as white-bread,
redneck as it gets in Texas.

Adc l to living there parents who own a

ell-digging company, and it’s no wonder

Steven [>1 itsen had a hard time coming
mat to his parents Finally, someone else
lid it for him.
“One of our employees got tired of
ring Steven say he ¢ ul dn't tell us, so
he lr-nk me aside one day and told me my
on was gay,” remembers Linda Bratsen of
that day in 2001. “I had absolutely no idea
was shocked.”

She and her hushand Mike were also in
They didn't know any
rays, barely knew what gays were. At first
they took their teenage son to a Methodist
preacher for counseling. Linda says Steven

unknown terntory,

was miserable, and she was pretty “torn
ip” over it all, too.

“I was worried about him,”
that some nut was going to hurt him,
while he was driving around Santa Fe
with a rainbow flag on his truck. And | was
vorried that he wouldn't be happy, never
et married or have a family. And 1 felt
ruilty that he felt he couldn’t talk to us for
(0 |m|;;. |_f|l:~'| felt isolated.”

Then, the Bratsens found PFLAG.
Linda

she says,

“It was like a light going on,”
5AYS

Sue and Jim Null had asked Steven to
bring his folks, and they remember Linda

crying through that first meeting. But alter

that, Mike and Linda became standard-
bearers for the cause. Linda marched
vith Steven in the Pride parade, became

PFLAG's librarian (a volunteer post she’s

B NImEy ne

Family affair: for Mike and Linda Bratsen, honorary
grand marshals of Pride Houston's 2009 GLBT Pride
Parade, involvement with PFLAG is a labor of love.

iy
|‘F ™ l]

g 2l -
IT wWdas like d

held for seven years) and served on the
board. As a family the Bratsens helped
establish the first Gay—Straight Alliance in
Santa Fe High School, represented PFLAG
at the Association
convention, volunteered for Bunnies on
the Bayou, and made some award-winning
PFLAG Pride floats.

“Mike knows construction, 8o one year
they asked if he could build the frame,”
Linda says. “And he said he'd try. It came
good he does it every vear, and then

Texas Counselors

out 80
we all help decorate it.”

And the woman who remembers
getting goose bumps the first time she saw
a march is about to get the thrill of her life

A(

\\'\

-

e ||
i B B

'Ta »
'\I'\dljl-..l'l@"i‘II Kfi‘nll’

Linda and Jim are going to be this year’s
honorary pride marshals,

“It's a fantastic honor!”
“This is an experience Mike
never forget!”

And as for Steven, the 27-year-old hotel
project manager was ecstatic, says his
proud mom

“Although what Mike

says Linda.
and 1 will

and I do i1sn’t

just about Steven anymore, it's about the

community and making the world a better
place, We just want to do as much as
we can.” i

Marene Gustin is
frequent contributor to OutSmart magazine

a freelance writer and a
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i

Call 7 Days A Week!

We now offer a lighter weight,
more durable and affordable
stock for banners and displays.

Tyvek uses 70% less material
than other similar outdoor stocks
and is 100% recyclable. At $10
per square foot you can save
some green and be green as well.

Let us help you show your pride
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1201-f westheimer, houston, tx 77006
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Legacy Community
Health Services

2009 Psive Grand Masshal

(Dsgamization)

by Joyce Gabiola
Photo by Dalton DeHart

egacy Community Health Services—
we practice medicine, but we've

perfected care. Perfection takes time,

and with the agency having started in the
late 1970s, time has certainly passed. The
men and women who have worked nonstop
to bring comprehensive health services to
our community over the past three decades
have left an important legacy, not just in
the LGBT community, but in the city as a
whole,

Eric Roland, senior director of
marketing for Legacy, has himself been a
patient since 1996, Roland was diagnosed
HIV positive at one of Legacy's locations
in 1995, and in 1998, he came to work
at Legacy. “I'm one of those people from
the hair club—I'm not only a spokesman,
['m also a graduate.” Roland is currently
1 patient ui Legacy physician Dr. James
Carroll. “It’s cool that I not only work here,
but I'm also a patient here. | can see it
from both sides. It's great care here.”

And it is this great care and their
nmpact on the community that has led
to Legacy being named the organization
rrand marshal for Pride 2009. “Being
nominated as the grand marshal for the
Gay Pride Parade for the first time ever is
incredible. It's a great honor for us to have
that and to be represented in the Pride
parade.”

Legacy 1s a federally qualified
health center (FQHC) that is recognized
nationwide for its comprehensive program
for the treatment of people with HIV.
Although the agency started as a STD
clinie, today it offers healthecare for men,
women, and children, including family
planning, eye-care services, psychiatry,
dermatology, health promotion and
community outreach, wellness services—
physical therapy, personal training,
and nutrition—as well as specialty
healthcare for HIV/IAIDS, They provide a

ompassionate, culturally sensitive and
idgment-free environment for a diverse
clientele.

Legacy's progression has been dramatic
and impressive. It was incorporated in
1981 as the Montrose Clinic, founded hy
two gay doctors who, in the late "T0s, saw
their gay brothers walking around with
gonorrhea, syphilis, or chlamydia, because
they didn't want to go to their doctor. For
fear of judgment, the alternative was to
go untreated. According to Roland, the
two doetors started operating a clinic out
of their office one night a week, and the
legacy grew from there.

HIV hit Houston in about 1982. So
according to Roland, it was a natural
progression to go from a STD clinic to one
treating HIV. “At the time it wasn't called
HIV: it was AIDS. Most of the people would
come in sick and die.” There was no test
for it, but the agency created educational
programs. One of their first programs was
aimed at helping parents, families, and
friends deal with someone in their family
whao had AIDS. Shortly after, the Next
Step program was created for people who
were newly diagnosed with HIV, who were
scared, didn't know what to do, and didn't
know what was going to happen. Roland
reveals that the program curriculum
offered information on how to plan for
your funeral, how to budget yourself, and
what was going to happen in the hospital.
Eventually these issues were no longer
part of the program, because most people
with HIV were eatching it early enough,
and Legacy was active in educating them
about the disease to kt't-'p them ]!:'H|t}l_\'.

Roland explains, “Through the years
we've expanded, always in response to a
need.” In the late 1980s a lot of people with
HIV/AIDS were getting Cytomegalovirus
(CMV) retinitis. It is a virus that is related
to the herpes family and causes blindness.
Eve doctors didn't understand AIDS or
CMV retinitis, or were afraid of people
with AIDS, so the agency created their
own eye clinic, specifically with the task of
conducting CMV screenings. They worked
with the University of Houston's eye clinic
and school to bring in optometry students
to perform the screenings.

It was a natural thing for them to start
a primary healtheare clinic for people
with HIV, says Roland, which happened

EEAsABAAEERREEE AN EE SN

Bigger and better: Legacy Community
Health Services, voted grand marshal of
Pride Houston's 2009 GLBT Pride Parade
representing community organizations,
has expanded in response to the changing
needs of the community, says Eric Roland,
Legacy's senior director of marketing.

ke ag‘_

shortly after they moved into the
building at 215 Westheimer in 1994,
They keep expanding their programs
as they continue to identifv needs in
the community. They began to offer
psychiatrie services for HIV-positive
clients when they recognized that need;
they merged with Body Positive when
they saw the need for fitness. “We've
created a model of care for someone who
is HIV positive and doesn't have health
insurance,” Roland says. “They come in
and they can see a doctor. They can get
nutrition, wellness, eye care, psychiatry,
dermatology. It is a model that has
been talked about around the country
as one of the hest ways to treat people
with HIV.”

Legacy continued to listen to the
community. In response to the medical —»
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needs of the uninsured, the organization = ; A ; 7
L ] ] v o '
_t .t ' researched other ageneies around the Come and see the smart ahernatwe-
ay I I e a ( : I I p country, such as Howard Brown Health

Center in Chicago and Fenway Community %
Health Center in Boston. They found that l C a re O U 5 e

these elinics were becoming federally
qualified health centers, which allowed
them to provide primary healthcare
services not only to HIV patients, but

to everyone, In 2004 Legacy started
applving to become a FQHC with support
from Fenway Clinic, who helped them
tremendously during the application
Process.

In 2005, Walgreens was implemented
in Legacy's Westheimer location. Also,
while becoming a FQHC, the Montrose
Clinie merged with The Assistance Fund
to Iat'lp with overhead costs and to |1|']|J

L NiEYl e

No fancy showroom - we really are a warehouse in
s (1€ Heights - just trend setting furniture at 30% (o
L rm 50% less than your favorite stores and catalogs.

y : 731 Yale Street
- One block west of Heights Blvd.

(713) 822-3392

Wednesday - Saturday: 10am - 7pm, Sunday: 11am - 5pm
Find us on; http:/houston.citysearch.com/bestoffwinners/fumiture

diversify. “It made sense to bring the two
organizations together,” states Roland.
The boards of The Assistance Fund and
Montrose Clinie convened and decided that

the new name was ,'.‘-_'uiu;: to be "I.:-_L',';!:‘_\,'."
“We wanted to honor all those people who

e
built this place and left their legacy to us.” ‘»

In 2006 Legacy opened a satellite — £ ok o
clinic in Houston's Fifth Ward, which Chic Warehouse Is not associated with any retail store. All brand names and frademarks are
was offered to them by the city of the property of their respective holders and are referenced here for descriptive purposes only o

Houston. “Oftentimes, 1 get, You're not YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

serving the gay community anymore’ o

You've abandoned the gay community.’

Considering when we were Montrose | : : e ; - - § WHEN YOU REGISTER

Clinie, really the only people who got

services were gay men who had HIV. Now iy . -".-_' e ; ONLINE AT

- we can see people who absolutely have ) = g
o o b8y 40 v Wb amycns s Ehe HOUSTONBUYERSCLUB.COM
b community. So actually, we offer more i (a coupon will be emailed to you)

’MOC]-([.NGB_IR_.D. services than we did before.”
= ‘ Personally, Roland is proud that
a clinic, which was started in the gay

commumty, can now go oul and serve other

| 985 Welch St. (at McDuffie) ® Houston, TX 77019 cesMEnitiod yhoTiave Soe thichas ooecs

According to Roland, other organizations

have approached Legacy to open a clinic
71 3-53 3-0200 . WWW.mOCI(]ngbirdbistrO.COIﬂ in their organization, “It's ineredibly

meaningful for other organizations that

have been around forever—one of them is

a hospital system.

“1 am so excited for the future, what

St liner

PROPERTIES

this agency is going to do,” he says. Legacy
is determined to provide dental services
within the next couple of years, providing
small-scale services at first, which will
grow over time. In addition, Legacy hopes
to take the same comprehensive model The all new 2009 TT Roadster is without a doubt, a driver's car
Its low center of gravity creates handling that's lightning-fast. It
inspires confidence

ind yes, a not so subtle plea to vour right foot H t B Cl b
The TT Roadster is passion in motion. Audi. Truth in Engineering. Ou S o n uye rs u

Travel in the right circles.

that they created and developed for HIV

care and :lplz'l\ it to other diseases, such as

diabetes and heart disease.
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Dawson tn this issue of OutSmart magazine.
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Get to Know Your Pride Idol Contestants!

hose of you who have been following the Pride Idol
competition, you know who's still in the running. But
here were the first ten songbirds to make the cut.

Ernesto Rodriguez
[I!'EI".'I'rrl.‘. Mouth

While his first
purchased musical
choice was Matchbox
Twenty, handsome
Hispanie Rodriguez

is the contest’s countr Y CTOOTIET. - Musical
influences track the arena ( ‘LW pop of
Garth Brooks, George Strait, and fellow
Houstonian Clint Black. He's not lacking
in confidence, either. His confessed dream
s, *Me, ona lli;_" stage, hacked up |J_'.' a
great band and supported by loads of fans,”
idding that his vision is “both clear and
ichievable.” Well, he does look pretty nice
in a cowbay shirt.

| 'II'-' : JeaancoIe Rivers

RI\LI s is Irl.;mlliul
no doubt about that.
And since she was
raised in the church,
she's been touched

y an angel in the vocal department.
she gives her Creator props for her gift,
ind claims that singing is, for her, “the
leepest form of meditation.” That’s a very
Grammy-winning speech and all, but it's
her penchant for Ella Fitzgerald that gives
her the big band balladeering that these
ompetitions are made of.

Linda Lambert
Classie Rocker

She may not be

the teenvbopper of
the group, and her
musical influences
are definitely not the

Gaga or Britney
which, actually, is pretty refreshing. No,
Lambert's been raised on a steady diet

of Linda Rondstadt, Ann Wilson, Stevie
Nicks, and Sheryl Crow. Born in New York,
this rock-n-roll belter should make the
crowd flick their lighters in salute.

pop ear candy of Lady

Christopher Plata
Pon Tart

The first album

he ever purchazed
was a Mariah
Carey greatest-hits
compilation, so you
pretty muech know
where this guy stands or, rather, kneels.
Plata swoons about Mimi, “She is THE
diva.” And just in case you took his pop
roots in question, note his other abvious

references in his song psyche: Josh Groban,

Michael Buble, and national Idols David
Archuleta and Carrie Underwood. You can
tell this guy was raised on this stufl.

Hoja Lopez

The Wild Card
Though she might
have once had a
pension for Spice
Girls, this bubbly
alt-chick made up
for that questionable
choice by immersing herself in decidedly
more edgy musical territory. Lopez digs
Radiohead, the Smiths, Massive Attack,
Bjirk, Amy Winehouse, and bands even

Kurt Loder never heard of. The Idol winner

gets a plane ticket. Where's Lopez going?
NYC. Why? “1 hear they have dirty snow,
pickpockets, and Tracy Morgan,” she
admitted on the Idol Myspace page.

Al Cabrera
Wi )
{‘ulrn:m WHE hij.; for
Britnev’s first LP. So
much so he learned
all the dance routines
from the videos and
2 performed them with
his sister. So we know what crowd this
guy’s plaving to. In case there was any
doubt, Cabrera (like fellow pop
worshipper Plata) confesses a dying
devotion to all things Underwood.

Shauna Wood

The "Chut sider

The Pride Idol
committee famously
did not require anyone
in the competition be a
member of the LGBT
family. But of the
group, Wood 1s the most out and the most
proud, saying that if she wins, she’s taking
her “beautiful wife” to DC with the winning
ticket so they can both be in the political
epicenter of all the gay marriage legislative
battles. But it's her genre-hopping from
favorite artist Pink to iconic songbird Lena
Horne that gives Wood the vocal chops for
the competition.

Ben Hontes

.’\. |,|

‘ﬁm wualh Montes

looks like he's about
12. But don't let that
fool you about the kid's
voeal styling. Sure, his
first CD might have
been Heavenly Place by Jaci Velasquesz,
but his latest influence? Ella Fitzgerald.
Says Montes: “She really used her voice
as an imstrument, and it was chock-full

of emotion. When 1 listen to her sing
anything, it really, really inspires me as a
vocalist.” Who says the kids of today don't
respect their (musical) parents?

Racquel Refuerzo
The Chanteusi

This multicultural—
and openly leshian-
beauty is another one
of the Idol wannabes
who enjoye a diverse
playvlist of musical influences. The earlier
Disney-fied Refuerzo (she was raised on
the Lion King, Beauty & The Beast, and
Little Mermaid musicals), complemented
her showtune stylings with the likes of
alt-fave KT 'Iun-[a]| Sara Bareilles, and
even a little Billie Holiday thrown in for
good measure. That's a nice playlist for any
human jukebox.

Anthony Magee
.l.l.'.'u L . OonRer

Dark and handsome,
Magee 1s bringing the
cool to the competition.
While his favorite artist
and influence is the
Purple One himself,
Magee's musical mojo is juiced more by the
likes of Earth Wind and Fire, Marvin Gaye,
and Patti Labelle than Prinece. His church
hackground gives him the raise-the-roof
pipes needed for the sing-off, but if Magee
works those come-hither bedroom eyes, the
crowd will be his. H
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THE POWERTO

CURE CONNECTILE
DYSFURNCTION.

FREE
Air Card

Save ¥249.%°

After instant savings. Requires new line
activation and two-year agreement

Sprint Mobile Broadband USB Modem
Compass” 597 by Sierra Wireless
> Simple Installation

= Laptop wireless connection

Stay connected
on the road and at home.

12220 Murphy Road

Call 281-975-8500
FREE DELIVERY!

THE POWER TO
BUY FROM A G/AY-OWNED BUSINESS

VOTED BEST CELL PHONE PROVIDER
by OutSmart Readers

VERM 000'IT,

IN STOC}(:

—

Guaranteed Lowest Prices on Lingerie,
Lotions, Boots, Costumes, Games and DVD's!

The Store for Lovers Since 1991

2517UI45N (281) 292- 0{)70
Raviord-Sawdust at .'.'--lJ |F the F’ |F'
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GLBT Health and Wellness
Pavilion and the Legal Advice
Tent are cornerstones of
the 2009 Pride Festival

Walgreens Health & Wellness Pavilion
Pride Houston is teaming up with Wal-
greens to present the GLBT Health and
Wellness Pavilion at the Pride Festival
onJune 27, 2009, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
located on Yoakum Street, just south of
Westheimer.

Admission to the festival is free
and the |JIL\i|]|II'I 15 |J|.'=m1l-|i to be the
largest health event in Houston for the
LGBT community, offering personal
consultations, an open forum discussing
many 1ssues ! 1CINE 1|'Il I.IJ"IH'”'LJI'II['u rlld \.
health scree nings, & and other health-
related topies such as nutritional and
mental health. In partnership with Legacy
Community Health Services, participants

get information on funding for preventative

care, and can schedule appointments for
more in-depth attention

Other healthecare providers exhibiting
in the Walgreens Health & Wellness Pavil-
ion are the Montrose Counseling Center,
the City of Houston Departiment of Health,
and the Houston Buver's Club.

Stonewall Law Association

Legal Advice Tent

In partnership with the Stonewall Law
Association of Greater Houston, Pride
Houston features the Stonewall Law Asso-

ciation Legal Advice Tent during the GLBT

Festival on June 27, 2009, from 11 a.m, to
7 p.m., located just south of Westheimer on
Yoakum Street.

Admission is free, and this tent is
intended to give legal advice to members
of the LGBT eommunity featuring private,
one-on-one consultations with top attor-
neys and judges from the Greater Houston
area on specific topics, including probate
law. rights in the workforce,

Festival Facts

The following list includes a quick answer

to the most common questions people have

regarding the Pride Festival.

* Admission is FREE, courtesy of our gen-
erous sponsors (sponsors page on 101),

* Easy access parking available through-
out nearby neighborhood streets. Please
avoid parking in private lots, such as the
Hollywood Video and Radio Shack park-
ing lots, as your vehicle may be towed.

and family law.,

¢ ATMs available onsite.
* Bicycle racks available at entrance lo-

cated at Westheimer and Commonwealth.

¢ Music¢ schedules available at
participating bars, the Pride office,
or at information booths throughout
the festival.

* Festival food and beverage exhibitors
accept cash only.

* Lost Children and the Festival Lost and
Found 1s located along Mt. Vernon, next
to Copy.com.

Festival Date & Hours

I'he 2009 Houston Pride Festival will be
held on Saturday, June 27, 2009, Festivi-
ties begin at 11 a.m. and i.nd at 7 p.m. in
preparation for the night parade.

Location & Directions

['he Pride Houston Festival is located

n the Montrose neighborhood south of
Westheimer along the streets of Common-
wealth and Yoakum

Directions:
From: Northeast: Highway 59 South

lake the exit onto Interstate 10 West. Take

the left lane exit onto Interstate 45 South.
lakethe left lane exit onto Allen Parkway.
Fdke the Waugh exit, turning left onto
Waugh. Waugh becomes Commonwealth,

Continue on Commonwealth until you

reach Westheimer.

From North/Northwest: Interstate 45
South. Take the left lane exit onto Allen
Parkway. Take the ‘.\'ul zh exit, turning
eft onto Waugh. Wau
vealth. Continue on ( mnm.nmn.-‘:lth until
ou reach Westheimer,

h becomes Common

From South/Southeast: Interstate 45
North. Take the left lane exit onto Allen
Parkway. Take the Waugh exit, turning

eft onto Waugh. Waugh becomes Common-

wealth. Continue on Commonwealth until
vou reach Westheimer,

From Southwest: Highway 59 North.
lMake the left lane exit TX 527 :\'}mr, ['urn
eft onto Elgin. Elgin becomes Westheimer.
From West: Interstate 10 East. Take the
studemont exit. Turn right onto Stude-
nont. Studemont becomes Montrose Blvd
lake Montrose Blvd. to Westheimer.

From East: Interstate 10 West. Take

he Heights Blvd./Yale St. exit. Turn left
it Heights Blvd. Heights Blvd. becomes
Waugh. Waugh becomes Commonwealth.

Continue on Commaonwealth

0 Westheimer.

street Closures
'he following streets are closed from
Friday, June 26, at 7 p.m., until Sunday,

June 28, 'at 3 a.m. Yoakum Blvd., between
Westheimer and Hawthorne Lovett Blvd.,

continued on next page

IN HOUSTON ARE LIVING WITH HIV

Houston Department of

Health and Human Services

[ Furthering education about HIV & AIDS ]
Seeking individuals active in the GLBT community with an inferest in HIV prevention]
g
[ Creating o Task Force working with Men who have Sex with Men (MSM) ]
[Striving to prevent HIV infection]
[Raising awareness about HIV & AIDS|

www.houstontx.gov/health/HV-STD
For more information please contact Erik Soliz at

erik.soliz@cityofhouston.net or 713.794.9276

— The Law Officeof ——

Matthew D. Sharp

DWI « Drug Charges * Criminal Cases * Assault
Zealous Representation
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About the Pride Festival '_

continued from previous page

hetween Graustark and Montrose; Com-
monwealth Blvd., between Westheimer and
Lovett: Mt. Vernon, between Westhéimer

and Lovett; California between Waugherest,

and Commonwealth.

nity at the LGBT artSpace. Exhibitors
showease handmade erafts, artwork, and
sculptures.

Rules & Guidelines
In the interest of public safety, please
refrain from bringing the following items
into the festival grounds:

* Alcohol and other beverages

June 27, 2009

llam — 7pm
8pm Parade
www.pridehouston.org

Pride Houston 2009
Festival & Parade Map

Entertainment ¢ Food ' ' '51
COME TASTE QUR ORGANIC Pride Houston is honored to spotlight * (Coolers g
AND ALL-NATURAL MENU LGBT and straight supporting performers ¢ Tn-line skatos =
for the 2009 Pride Festival. We are celebrat- e Laser pointers s
thess are some of our favorites m‘g :.IiL'err-:il_}' i music :and feature .I_nmdre'-dea e Badios E
of loeal, regignal, and national performers R T T i
WARM GOAT CHEESE SALADS in genres including everything from alter- s Wilasirks Chances g
WOOD-FIRED FIZZAS native, country, R& H,_and reggae to hJ]uese_ * Weapons o
“ TOMATO BASIL SOUP y_ycie_-c:], mtk_‘ Pop, [‘“U'“'_ m_l'd‘ others. I ‘H * Audio recording devices {or recording of w hei
Rocunt with e pull penkry performgrs included Neimisis, Josh Duffy, any live performance V estheimer l)- [)-
SPICY FISH TAGOS Kimberly Caldwell, and T."l_\'..llll' Dayne. * Professional camera equipment
AND BUFFALD BURGERS “?“ schedule and selettion of perform- * Video recording equipment ‘J Bleachers % fristids of Pride
ers will be presented at a later date as the * Pets (we love animals, but please re- Bleachers

Festival draws closer.

The 2009 festivities provide exciting
and affordable entertainment for all ages
and musical tastes, plus a variety of food
and market space.

The fastival grounds are divided into
cultural areas with a variety of events hap-
pening in each area:

spect the general public in keeping the
festival animal free) \1

Transportation

Pride recommends taking Metro to get to
and from the festival. Bus stops are conve-
niently located along Westheimer for quick
daecess. Please call 713/635-4000 or visit
Ridemetro,org for information-en-routes,
schedules, and-all of Metro services.

Half Price Books

Hollywood Videa

2311 WEST ALABAMA | 713 532 0777
OPEN 11 AM TO 10 PM DAILY *

Family Retréat: The Family Retreat is
the only alcohol-free space, and is situ-
ated along the parade route and reaching
into the festival. LGBT family ariented
exhibitors and family friendly music from
local musicians, Food and beverage stands

Byron K- Mﬂﬂurd D-c- provided,

PARADE VIEWING
TIPS AND ADVICE

19 years experience Festival Latino: Festival Latino, located 1. Make sure you 1‘['I'i‘L:\‘CL['|.‘- 1.‘:‘~|)t‘L‘|‘i'I“H_\' if

Why stay in pain? 1.11 the heart of the ['!_'.-éti.\'.'t|. E‘i.'.'..lil.ll‘l‘.‘ per- -‘.";’ll :“IH_HT “1 ?.F{”"d_“-_“-”’\l l?t 1]—“ P;"‘r“d"'; The =
farrnances by lacal Latin miie ta lent and crowd starts to form as early as 10 am., A

Call Dr. Menard promotes CEPT Labin exhilitars T abin and becomes more crowded as parade time S’

for “!.' gentle, and rock, salsa, pop, and traditional music are nears. Visit the Pride Festival throughout

effective n:eatmout just a few of the diverse sounds featured on the day for snacks and beverages.

:l:i;;';u:i:;ckﬂiu. ?]u- Latin Stage. ']'t'.jl{]li[icnl:-ﬂ Latin cuisine 2. Pride Houston :Ifi\'!t—i::—-l people to leave

headaches, injuries is showcased to satisfv any appetite. folding chairs at home. They i!l.'-:.'.lhlll.ll.' cum-

resulting from Gender Block: Aimed at serving the I""H”_”w when the crowds start filling up

automobile accidents, Tgl™S transgender community of Houston, the the sidewalk.

work-related injuries, Gender Block displays prominent informa- 3. We all love animals, but it’s always

or sports/gym injuries. tion on transgender issues. In addition, a good idea to leave these loved ones at

this section features transgender friendly home.

ca“ for an ind ponsaor d exhibitors, as well a |'1I'f': I
- and sponsore ntors, as sl as pe V-

ﬂpp(";ltmont A, . mances by those of the community on the

tOd.v a p Transgender Stage

Community Street: Everyone is welcome
[hank voo DutSimart o an ('nmmlu;ﬂ\\' Street. Home of the Main

[Iﬂﬂ nf thE HEST Eh[i[lliﬂﬂfs e ” Stage and Houston's most LGBT support-

i ki ive exhibitors, Community Street houses
AR A

4. Children love beads (well, some grown-
ups do, too), so please be cautious/of chil-
dren throughout the day as exhibitors pass
these out. When parade time comes, make
sure they stay off the street and away from
floats. Try the Family Retreat area, it's
great for kids (and free from all alecohol).

the Dasis, an expansive food court, crafts,

5. Don't forget to dress for the warm
and more.

weather, and wear plenty of sunscreen. It

Kids' Zone: The Kids' Zone allows kids to

enard Chiropractic
400 Montrose, Suite 550 Houston, Texas 77006

narddc@yahoo.com

be kids, featuring a giant rock wall, in-
flatable bouncers, face painting, food and
beverages geared toward children of all
ages, Special activities, games, balloons,
and fun!

artSpace: LGBT and supportive artists
display their works of art to the commu-

can become pretty warm after a mllph* of
hours outside in June (okay, after a couple
of seconds).

6. June m Houston means twao things:

heat and rain. The Pride Oasis, as well as
food venders serving beverages, will keep
vou cool and hydratéd. Don’t forget to bring
an umbrella. @

(4 FRIENDS OF
* PRIDE

Family Space
& Kids’ Zone

Event Entrance

Community Street

-1| II;. atable Games 1. GLBT-Supportive Exhibitors
-2 ‘.A:': k Wall 2. Pride Oasis - "Cool Zone"

3. Food Courts
4. Pal Adoptons

4, Face ing
5. Family Friendly Exhibitons
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ON, DIESEL, MEK, KASIL, AG JEANS, ENERGIE, LAGUNA BEACH, 7 FOR ALL MANKIND,

BOGOSSE, CARPE, CUSTO BARCELONA, ENGLISH LAUNDRY, FRENCH CONNECTION, HUGO

JUNE 2009

Proud to Celebrate Pride!

M2M

gtvle Lounae

3407 Montrose » 713-521-0804

26371 White Oak @ Studewood in the Heights

713-862-4670

THE ONLY 9AY-OWNED awp FAY-FRIENDLY
BEER [OUNSE iCE HOUSE iN HOUSTON!

|ad .- L aeH

Monday Night Specials — 75¢ Lone Star Draft
Dog-friendly dogs are always welmme
Look for The Trail Mix Cafe coming soon‘

5000 Westheimer, Suite 160

713-840-WRAP(9727)

WWw '.-'-'-'1['I"'—_"il'_'l\-'.-hr:\; ston.C

ol

Lose 6-30 Inches in
One Hour GUARANTEED...

Or your next wrap is FREE!

be as free as the air we

breathe. In the real world, it costs
big cash to produce Houston’s an-
nual Pride festivities, sometimes
more than a quarter of a million

dollars. Please remember the

following fine sponsors—not only
in June but throughout the rest
who make

of the year, as well
Pride possible:

Bup Licar

Guava Lamp

ID Luse

L]
La Mamson Luxury
APARTMENTS

Mare UWEAR
-
OQUTSMART
L ]

Rep Buni

SOUTHWEST AIRLINES

$tms D

B mALE UWEAR
LacMaison
RedBull — .

D SPO
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B na perfect world, events
as important as the Pride

parade and festival would

FREE Checking

FREE eStatements
FREE Online Banking
FREE Online Bill Pay
FREE IBC Mobile

FREE IBC ATM Services
FREE IBC Voice

FREE Visa® Check Card
FREE IBC Link

FREE Biz Rite Checking®

# ®IBC BANK.

5 BFFICIAL PARTNER We Do More

www.lbc com

i Houston’s O""Y ® Reduces Stress & Tension
Warm Water SWIm spa @ Enhances Muscle Strength
just for DOgS ® Eases Joint Stiffness
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OutSmart & Centaur Music

Want,To,Make,You,

pStary

B The™ wmmng DJ will mix their own
POPuIcr album, which will be marketed ‘

fond sold throughout the U.S.

OutSmart |
3406 Audubon Place §
Houston, TX 77006 2

SHOWER SYSTEMS « TOTO TOILETS @ KITCHEN FIXTURES ® BATHROOM FIXTURES
o WATER HEATERS @ TANKLESS WATER HEATERS » PLUMBING PARTS & PIPES

U-PLUMB-IT

1424 MONTROSE 77019
713.942.2277

GO GREEN A!\I[l FLUSH WETH F'ﬂl[]Er

..... WE WELCOME DRIPS

Bugtime Termite BEST of URBAN living...
Pest Control

MLS# 79934394
_ | | $299,900

Mosquito Misting System ' < 941 C West 21*

Repairs and Installations Pl | . mskaziissa
! b $299,900

FREE QUOTES!

Termite Treatments that work... MLS# 94251354
Call Now 281-812-8888

Rodents! Racoons! Squirrels!
Block Them With Our Exclusion Work

Bringing you the

Unika Builders:
Urbanic Square

« 4 941 B West 21+

Titan Homes: |
Creale Gardens
036 B West 22

$309,500
936 C West 22+

713.866.
713.866.
www.terrecoffman.com

UNITED, REALTORS



€0 & Tailor onys’
Pick of the Glitter

Every June, local fans give gay regards to Broadway

The night belongs to.

by Donalevan Maines

the box of Kleenex!”
3 g (On that same evening, Fort Worth's
Betty Buckley won best featured actress

in a musical for Cats and performed the

live for the ']‘ilr'l_'\'.-cf'- admits Theatre
New West director Joe Watts
“They’re the gay Super Bowl!”
exclaims New York native James
haunting “Memory.”

Knapp, leader of the Gay Men's -
< In 1984, Fierstein repeated, this time as

Chorus of Houston.
“I do watch them,” says popular local writer of the book for the best musieal, La
wetor Joel Sandel, “but like most theater

wrofessionals, [ don't put a lot of stock

Cage aux Folles, which won over Sunday
in the Park with George. Chita Rivera won
her first Tony, for The Rink, co-starring
Liza Minnelli. And in the Chros

1 them.”

“Them"” is the annual Tony Awards tele ¢, Evans

Mon - 8at 12 -7 pm - - . 1s5t, Broadway's biggest night, which CBS plugeged the Tony-nominated scores with
1207 Montre eimer ; s =
Sunday 12 -5 pm roadeasts 7-10 p.m. on Sunday, June 7

7 7412 i

l 8 hi' 1244 Even if Tony voters choose with their eyes
mline@www.ColorandTailor.com in the box office, the show 1tself i1s usually
humdinger. Best of all are production

wumbers from the best-musical

reviews of the east albums for La Cage,
the Park with George, The Rink,
and ”'.“":_\.

The next year, As Is, the
first majo drama about AIDS,
was nominated for best play.

In 1986, Lily Tomlin

triumphed as best actress

Sunday in

nominees

Q Sandel sighs, “1 vividly remember Hugh
[?D(QJ] lackman performing a number from his
how The Boy from Oz. It was insane, The

ower! He owned that ¢

Broadway s most haunting love story iade your jaw drop and

ould love to see that _-|'|a|-\'\ i . It's a gay thing: Neil Patrick Har-
ris hosts the 2009 Tony Awards.

. Her win—even
Jackman won two television Emmy her nomination—served to

Awards for hosting the Tony Awards, but validate that the one-woman

- this year the honors go to gay heartthrob were yvears when excellent gay- show which her partner, Jane
s 28 leil Patrick Harris themed shows with broad appeal Wagner, structured as a two-
W . ‘1 think he'll be great,” says Sandel, “He for all audiences won as best play or best act play was, indeed, a play.
] in sing, he has great personality, and he's musical,” Evans says. “And when winning David Henry Hwang's M. Butterfly
IULY 8 - AUGUST 2 ' ne a lot of stage e ¥ playwrights such as Harvey Fierstein, Ter- won best play in 1988, and its “leading
Houston Chronicle theater eritic Ever rence McNally, Tony Kushner, etc., made lady,” B.D. Wong in his Broadway debut as
HOBBY CENTER tt Evans agrees, describing Harris as “a their aceeptance speeches and acknowl Song Liling, was crowned as best featured
fresh choiee edged their partners in the process actor in a play over Delroy Lindao in Joe
" “l hope he does well. 1 saw him in the “And in the world of theater, no one was Turner's Come and Gone, which managed
BroadwayﬂcrOSSAmerlca.com \ntastic Assassins revival [on Broadway) .‘=|l‘lt'1\l.'t-! aor upset I;H.-ulllf. it, which is anof lll'.l.ll three nominations in the featured-actress
nd he was excellent,” sayvs Evans, “Anvone one of the great things about the theater! category. Derek Jacobi was a best-actor
800 982 ARTS ho ean carry off Sondheim has the « |".'l| to Watts says he still feels chills when nominee as Alan Turing, the famous gay
» o o5t |;-|,.'|'i”,.|l-_~ " he recalls the 1983 Tony telecast, when dritish mathematician/security risk during
Grﬂups of 20 or more 888.451.5986 9 Evans .-H.[JI'_||:|.-: that for many yvears producer John Glines accepted a Tony for World War II. The best musical of the year
Fried Shrimp: ifter he started working on the arts staff producing the vear’s best play, Torch Song was Phantom of the Opera, which inspired
) Hamburger Steak t the Chronicle. its Tony coverage was Trilogy, starring best-actor-in-a-play Fier- a last hurrah for pageant legends Richard
\15; . 3 “’hr"g':: E"I'HEE i the form of articles from the Neiv York stein as a Jewish drag queen. “I had seen Guy and Rex Holt, who ended their reign
BroADWAY ACROSS AMERICA = : Vi limes and Associated Press wires. How Torch Song Trilogy on Broadway with 3 as producers of the Miss Texas-USA pag-
HOUSTON -Durham g ver, in the 1980s, he began writing ex-Jewish boyfriend. John Glines had lived eant with the most elaborate evening gown
Phone: 713-864-5600 G, related features. on my same street in Montrose. | had done competition of all time: contestants riding
HosRTCENTER HOUSTON. CHRONICLE www.mardigrasgrill.nét: e The "80s also kicked off some of the most a }1];1_\ by John Glines at Kindred Spirits. on gondolas, accompanied by haunting
: » N : iemorable moments for gay Tony fans. So connection, connection, connection, organ music and masked oarsmen
-mon thru frionly - no s ions * dine in only - “My favorite gay moments, | guess, When John Glines thanked his lover—pass In 1989, Wendy Wasserstein’s The —
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9 SUBSCRIBE
Theatre Under TODAY!
/ —"I'(")t(lfﬁ

2009-10 SEASON

THE ONE THAT YOU waNTI

@UT.: 11y FIRST THURSDAYS — After the performance, mingle with the
cast and listen to fabulous cabaret music with your GLET friends of A
Enjoy complimentary hor d'oeuvres and drinks at Happy Hour pri

WINNER] 7 2008 TONY AVMARDE
BEST MUSICAL REVIVAL

M®s s
Saigon

» SEPTEMBER 8-20, 2009

OCTOBER 11, 2009
DECEMBER 8-20, 2009

TUTS.COM 713.558.TUTS

GROUPS OF 15+ CALL 713.558.8888

[”.! ST, LUKE'S Episcopal Health Sysicm Continental

Alrlines

Silverlust Originals.....
Any metals, any stones, any time!

1338-C Westheimer Houston, TX 77004
www. silverlustonline.com * 713-520-5440
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Ton 's Plcll of tht Glitter

ntinued from previous page

Heidi Chronieles won best play.

Have | mentioned Tommy Tune? In
1990, the Lamar High School graduate
won best director and best -_','1n]'i_-tn:_"'|':4phu,_'-r
for Grand Hotel, which also won best fea-
tured actor in a musical for Michael Jeter,

but lost best musical to City of Angels.

Robert Morse won best actor as fey author
Truman Capote in the one-man show Tru.
From New York, Evans reported on
Miss Saigon in the buildup to the 1991
Tony Awards. But back in Houston, Chron-
icle gossip columnist Maxine Mesinger
erowed, "Hn\'; about our hometown Iu-l';',
Tommy Tune? His Will Rogers Foll
garnered gix Tony awards, two of ||u-|1| for
Tommy's direction and choreography. The
Tony for best musgical surprised a lot of
people, including, I'm sure, New York Times
eritic Frank Rich, who panned the show.
Most thought Miss Saige
best-musical Tony.”

The Chroniele’s TV colummist, Ann

Hodges, informed readers, “Many perform

in would et the

ers on the Tony telecast Sunday wore red
ribbons on their costumes as a tribute
to AIDS victims in the industry. Joseph
Cates, the producer of the CBS telecast,
had explained this to the audience in the
Minskoff Theater before the broadeast
began, but it never was clarified to viewers
at home.”
Evans revealed to readers that Falset
tes, 1992’s winner of best book of a musieal

misband who

and best secore, was about

aves his wife and son for a male lover.”

Then came 1993, a watershed season
for what Evans termed the “second genera
tion of AIDS plays.” Evans predicted all
of the winners in his “pick of the ghtter”

eport from New York on how gay talent
ind themes were “playing a more promi-
nent role in the American theater than
ver before.”

In the must-read essay published in
Zest mag
added, “The best new musical on Broadway
(Kiss of the |

play on Broadway (Angels in America: Mil

ine on June 6, 1993, Evans

Spider Womar), the best new
lenium Approaches) and the best new play
off-Broadway (Paul Rudnick’s Jeffrey) all
deal ﬂ\'n\p-'TJu tically with gay protagonists

and issues, More |1|l||[|||r sach work
discovers I||: universal appeal in its sub-
ject. While tackling difficult themes, each
offers execiting and entertaining theater for
playgoers of all persuasions.”

Evans alzo advised readers who

couldn’t see Angels in America on Broad
way that the seript was available in pa

ck at Lobo, a gay boutique and adult

tore in Montrose.

In 1995, Terrence McNally, who grew
1p gay in Corpus Christi, won best play for
Love! Val

taking the best-play

n!asa pre Jude to
lony for Master Class
in 1996, when Rent won best
the \||l Th
nal theater award. Host Nathan Lane

ur! Comy

musical, and

eatre picked up the special

ired dressed in a glat

1Py NOrous gowr

from the musical Vietor,
Julie Andrews as a woman playing a man

;l!;‘._\ INE A WOTITLHI

‘Billy,” LansburyHouston Faves

Joe Watts: With The New York Times' Arts
& Leisure section as his entertainment “bible”™

| (delivered daily to his Montrose 4
Watts predicts a veritable sweep by Elton John's
Billy Elliot on the musical front. “Mext to Narmal
will get something,” he forecasts, but Dolly
Parton's 9 to & will go home empty-handed.

James Knapp: The first Broadway
musical that Knapp saw was a performance by
the original cast of A Charus Line. He played
Horace Vandergelder in his high school’s produc-
tion of Hello, Dolly! while the show was still
running on Broadway. Although he skipped Billy
Elliot during his annual sojourn to Broadway be-
as experiencing technical problems in
previews, he expects it will win the lion's share
of this year's Tonys. His favorite show from last
season? The Latin-flavored In the Heights, which
won best musical.

cause it w

Joel Sandel: Every moming Joel Sandel
hecks nytimes.com for updates on the theater scene
the Big Apple. He's also discovered that one can
isually predict the winners based on the amount of
ipplause they get when nominations are announced
iefore a group of New Yorkers who are in-the-know,

Accordingly, he says to bet the farm on Angela
anshury, “a slam dunk,” he says, as hest featured
ictress in a play for a revival of Noél Coward's Biithe
Spirit. (Playing the same role in the 1987 revival of
Blithe Spirit, Geraldine Page was nominated as lead
ictress, but lost to Linda Lavin in Broadway Bound.)

Nancy Ford: OutSmarts senior editor notes
Lesbians love show tunes almost as much as gay
nen, but watching the Tony Awards probably isn't
35 much of an event in our women's community
15, say, watching the Super Bowl." She adds

Now, when Rosie 0'Donnell hosts, that may I_1c
inother matter” M

Ask about
our VIP
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seating

JUNE 16-28

HOBBY CENTER

@®UTaws Thursday, June 18, after the performance, ¢
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with your GLBT friends at Artista. Enjoy complimentary
hor d‘ceuvres and drinks at Happy Hour prices.

TUTS.COM 713.558.TUTS

BA¥LARD SKTRETV Continental

Airlines
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Houston Real Estate Femms

As a member of the GLBT community, | am committed
to focusing on the unique needs of you and your
family while guiding you through the process of

buying or selling a home.

www.LindseyBakerRealEstate.com
Specializing in the inner-loop
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From the creatar of “The West Wing”
Aaron Sorkin’s extraordinary, ambitious new play
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Tony's Pick of the Glitter fsii e

For several vears around the turn of
the century, the first 10 Tonv Awards were
shunted to an hour-long special on PBS,
which nevertheless treated theater buffs to
terrific backstage features on some nomi-
nees. In 2001, the year that The Producers
set a record with 12 Tony wins, local PBS
affiliate Channel 8 ticked off Houston-area
theater fans by pre-empting the pre-show
with a travelogue!

A few years later, however, Evans
helped put a quietus on what surely would
have enraged viewers. He discovered that
Channel 8 was not planning to air a “Live
from Lineoln Center” program of the musi-
cal The Light tn the Piazza, a tale of young
love in Old Europe, that won six Tony
awards in 2005.

“I wrote an e-mail to one of the Channel
8 programming people noting how dis-
turbing it was that they would bypass the
opportunity to air such a magnificent pro-
duetion,” says Evans. “And they changed
their minds and aired it. So there are times
one can have an influence for good!”

Channel 8 also obliged by airing the ac
claimed production of Company, which won
best revival of a musical in 2007. That same
night, Grey Gardens won best actress in a
musical for Christine Ebersole and best fea-
tured actress in a musical for Mary-Louise
Wilson in roles being played by Nancy
Johnston and Susan O. Koozin, respectively,
in the show's current production at Stages
Repertory Theatre in Houston.

Last years show, featuring the theme
There’s a Little Bit of Broadway in Every-
body,” was hosted by Whoopi Geldberg. Major
prizes went to August: Osage County, In the
Heighis, Boeing-Boeing, and South Pactfic

This year, Evans plans to watch the

Fony telecast from his desk at the Chron-
cle, as he did last year, when Houston's
theater scene was also a higher priority
than Broadway. That meant, among other
things, he was busy interviewing Judy
Kaye, who won best featured actress in

1 musical as tempestuous diva Carlotta
in Phantom of the Opera in 1988, Kaye
was appearing as Mrs. Lovett in a tour of
Sweeney Todd at Hobby Center, in a per-
formance that Evans found to be "smash-

ing—a magnificent performance.”

Donalevan Maines also writes aboul theater
ritic Bverett FEvans and James .'r\_.'?r.l."lrf 2008
male grand marshal, in this issue of OutSmart
MO aZine. Maines is master |Jlf.{‘|"F'.'=F.'Frqu'.H'.'\' ,fiJr'
this month's Reader's Theater ot George Memo-
rial Library in Richmond. The performance at
7 pom. on June 7 will feature readings of ex-
erpis from Horfon Foote's Dividing the Estate
1 nominee for this vear's best play Tony Award,
tnd last year's winner, August: Osage County

/-
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The Houston
Transgender Archive

Transgender history becomes alive and personal

A AR NAL WAPT

The Abnormal Wo

Feature and photos by Brandon Wolf

rid Oof

TRANSVESTITES

isitors can pick up 150-year-old

newspapers, thumb through rare books,
and hold priceless memaorabilia in their
hands

“We have a hands-on policy here at
the new Houston Transgender Archive,”
says docent Christan Williams. “We want
people who are transgenders to be able
to walk into a place that's about them
and be able to immediately connect with
thousands of yvears of rich history. We
have focused on people who violated cul-
tural norms, stepped outside the box, and
dared to create something new

“The point in history that we are at
today is because of those who challenged
the notions of gender,” states Williams
“We're not just interested in transsexual
history. Our goal is to tell the story of

110 JUNE 2003 OutSr

gender in our society and the conflict that
gender can inspire for people who exhibit
atypical gender expression.”

Because transgenders have lived

without a sense of history as a people for

so long, the Houston Transgender Archive

actively searches out and acquires trans
gender historical items. A History Com-
mittee continues to establish contacts
with rare book and document dealers,
antique dealers, eBay and other online
auctions, and specialty stores throughout
the world. “We've told them to contact us
if they acquire something they think is
even remotely of interest to us,” Williams
explains.

Currently, the archive holdings
include transgender statues from diverse

L‘Lijt Ures ."'Ll.'l('h as '.‘hil]."l_ ,’\llT"IlL'.'il. '.11N.E

Back to nor-
mal: visitors to
the Houston
Transgender
Archive can
thumb through
two of the
many books in
the archive's
collection.

Europe; transgender magazines back
to 1750; original newspapers reporting
transgender history back to 1825; rare
transgender books back to the 1600s;
original transgender photos back to the
pre-Civil War era; and other transgen-
der artifacts back as far as the Roman
Empire.

No other collection of transgender
history similar to the Houston Transgen
der Archive is known to exist anywhere
Sponsored by the Transgender Founda-
tion of Ameriea, this archive creates an
educational experience that is abselutely
unigue, The collection offers students,
community members, and supporters
an up-close-and-personal opportunity to
access centuries of information about the
Ir'::n.—-;_',l'rlnh'l‘ l'r_lr‘:lllll.lrlil_'. ¥
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WE ACCEPT HESERVATIONS

e AT A
age I

18 Random Things You Probably Never

Knew About Transgenders

When Williams talked with OutSmart
about the Houston Transgender Archive
and gave us a tour of the impressive col-
leetion, she pointed out numerous exhibits
of interest and explained the exeiting and
little known history behind them

= Emperor Elagabalus. A large picture of
a Roman coin shows the Roman Emperor
Elagabalus, also known as Marcus Aure-
lius Antoninus. He ruled from 218-222
A.D. and often dressed in female attire.
He offered a reward to anyone who could
perform surgery to change him into a
woman. He died a transgender martyr

at the age of 18, when he and his mother

were beheaded. Their bodies were dra;

Il|r'n||;__{1.| the streets and then thrown into
a river

= Mary Walker. A wall display honors
Mary Walker, a Civil War soldier and
surgeon. There are first-day-of-issue post-

age stamps honoring Walker, photos of her

dressed as a male, and a letter written to
her. She received the Presidential Meda
of Honor and other distinctions, but they
were all reversed after she was arrested
and imprisoned several times for cross

dressing. She refused to send back the

medal. President Jimmy Carter reinstated

her Medal of Honor: now she 15 commemo-
rated by a postage stamp, and an aireraft
carrier bears her name.

+« Quan Yin. High on a display case rests

the head of a statue of the Hindu/Buddhist

male saint, Avalokite vara, who was asso-
ciated with justice and wrath. Over time,
he became more associated with compas
sion and was feminized. He transitioned
into a female saint named Quan Yin. The
statue from which the head was taken

is several hundred years old and is from
India. It is from a period halfway through
the male-to-female transition.

+* Bacchus. A tiny statue of Bacchus rests
on a shelf. Bacchus is often represented
as a burly bearded man, but in Roman
mythology it’s very much an androgynous
ficure. In this version of Bacchus, the
statuette is clearly female. She dances,
beating cymbals decked with ribbons.

» Gay Marriage. An 1842 newspaper is
pulled from a stack. It contains a story
about two Millerite (Seventh-Day Adven-
tist) women who entered into what they

called domestic partnership. They took
each other for better or for worse. They
explained how they were in love and

discussed their dowries. They planned to

S /1 L\f‘!"' 2
Houston Transgender Archive docent
Christan Williams shows the boots of Sandy
O'Daniel, “the spiritual father of Houston's
FTM [female to male] community.”

Civil War hero Mary Walker was asked to re-

turn her Medal of Honor but refused. Decades

later an aircraft carrier was named after her.

A rare book chronicles Hannah Snell, a trans-

gender Revolutionary War hero.

L-r: a feminine Bacchus, transgender Roman
emperor Elagabalus, Christine Jorgensen
with the man she had hoped to marry.

continue to live with each other.

s Civil War-Era Newspaper. Newspapers
from the Civil War period are removed
from the stack. Several articles discuss
women who enlisted and served as sol-
diers. The stories relate their battlefield
experiences and the effects on their lives
after their gender became known.

* Nazi Book Burnings. On the walls are
framed front pages of The New York Times
with particular articles emphasized.

The stories are about the sacking of Dr.

Magnus Hirschfield's gender-studies clinic

hy the Nazis. They stripped the clinic and
burned his scholarly books. They seized
client rosters of Hirschfield’s transsexual
patients, arrested them, and sent them to
death cAamps.
* Pre-Stanewall Riot. In a display case
re two ashtrays from Gene Compton’s
Cafeteria, where the first queer uprising
took place in 1966. Policemen in the Ten-
derloin District of San Francisco regularly
arrested cross dressers, who were hauled
to jail to be raped or forced to sexually
service an officer in the cafeteria bath-
room. One night, policemen eame into the
cafeteria to make arrests, but the cross

dressers threw coffee, J..‘-J]l:'él.‘-'.“. chairs,

and anything else they eould find at the

officers. The riot lasted for 24 hours, and

the cafeteria was nearly destroved. Today

a historical plagque marks the site
*» Christine Jorgensen. Several items of

memorabilia celebrate Christine Jor-

gsensen, the first American transsexual
to use mass media to create a national
conversation about gender a 1d sexual

ity. On one wall 1s a framed newspaper

wdvertisement for Ji .'-'l'r]-u‘i"~ 'Ti"hh']'l-ﬂs

it the Latin Quarter. On another wall

s a framed Sunday newspaper .-»1||||J!e-||.n-r|l
n which she tells her story to American

eaders, The supplement is accompanied

by a personal letter from Jorgensen in

vhich she expresses her appreciation: “I

1m glad to be able to share my story, be-

cause | now understand that thousands of

ither peaple suffer from the same problem

do, I want to reach out to them and let

them know there is someone else, and that

someone else was able to do something

about it.” There are also several auto-

rraphed pictures of Jorgensen, the proofs

from Jorgensen newspaper articles, and

opies of the vinyl record album, Christine

Jorgensen Reveals. One picture of Jor-

gensen shows her with the man she hoped

to marry, but they were denied a marriage

icense

= Transgenders in the Media. Vertical

iling boxes contain photographs, media
rticles, newsletters, and medical L'l'l.l_I{.‘n-'L:&.

Law reports describe lr‘.'||1:-'-ti'l'lh'||-|" ]t‘f_?.'1| ’
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From the Source

“Houston is very fortunate to have its own
Transgender Archive and Transgender Commu-
nity Center. Although there has been an active
transgender community for almost 30 years, the
preservation of what went before can encour-
age and help those who are just now (and in the
future) coming o grips with their gender identity.
—Jackie Thorne, Housten transgender
since 1963, activist since 1982

"“The transgender community has a bad habit
of trying to ignore or bury our own history. We
tend to overwrite it with our own current activi-
ties and avoid looking back-whether for shame
or for other reasons. Having archives to our past
exposes everything, good and bad. Best of all it
allows us our roots and pives us history, gives
1 a standard to see what we were and measure
progress from it, and also gives transgender
people a sense of permanence and
legitimacy. . , "
—Vanessa Edwards Foster, president & co-
founder of the National Transgender Advocacy
Coalition, and local activist since 1996

“The Transgender Archive is an amazing re-
source. It's rare to have so much unique material
available to the public on & regular schedule.
Also, the presence of such an archive here in
Houston says a lot about the crucial role our local
communities have played on the national and
international levels of transgender activism and
awareness, a role that is too often overlooked.”
—Dr. Brian Riedel, instructor, “Intraduction to
LGBT Studies.” Center for the Study of Women,
Gender, and Sexualily, Rice Universily

"Houston's Transgender Archive is like no other in
the entire warld. . . . Whenever well-known trans-
gender community members travel to Houston
to see the Transgender Center, they are always
impressed by the collection of books, magazines,
pictures, pamphlets, etc., that the archive has
compiled. | am proud to be part of a community
that is making a huge effort to preserve its his-
tory and remember where we came from.”
~Stacey “Colt” Meier, coordinator af Hous-
ton’s STAG (Some Transgenders Are Guys), mem-
ber of the Houston Transgender Unity Committee,
and FTM transgender activist since 2006

“The Transgender Center is an idea whose time
has come. | am proud to be able to call the Hous-
ton transgender community ‘my community.' |
am glad a most-needed Transgender Center is
open and functioning with a 'full house." . . ."
— Brandi Williams, charter member of the
Houston Transgender Unity Cammittee (HTUC)
in 1998, and transgender activist since 1995
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The Houston Transgender Archive

confinued from Brew

ous page

i:‘-'.“-'l 185, HIH\'.]-! as name ."lllfl seX ma r‘kt‘l'
changes. Publications from Galveston’s
gender-treatment elinic explain to families
how to deal with gender variant behavior
A medical journal from France discusses
}.f"l!‘[l']' Illll] E'lll'lll’lll.l.“ilJll'li‘r‘ .—\ f]].'i.‘_"'.'i'f.i.lll‘
from 1750 profiles Hannah Snell. a
female-to-male transgender.

* Freak Shows. A decades-old handbill,
advertising a traveling freak show, hangs
on a wall. It features a half man/half
woman described in Jerry Springer-style
sexualized and sensationalized language
* Rare Books. A collection of rare books
i“('l]ll].l'.‘\ an ”I"l.:lrln.'il E\-ILIIL':!“[\‘" [II]'F[']‘]jIJt'lfi
hook that somehow survived the Nazi
destruction, Another book is autographed
by the first transgender politician in
Japan, who heard about the Houston col-
lection and donated it. An |||'i;,'i|1;|'1 copy
of Dr. Harry Benjamin’s The Transsexual
Phenomenon rests on a shelf.

* Queen Christina. A 100-yvear-old, styl-
ized print of Sweden’s Queen Christina

hangs on a wall, displayed with a coin

bearing her likeness. In the print, Chris-
tina is shown being presented to the pope,
asking for permission to live in Rome.
When the request was granted, Chris-
tina abdicated her throne in order to live
openly as a man in the Italian city

* Deborah Sampson. An 1827 regional
newspaper .H'f'.\','ll,' i1 |-]‘:i|.‘1|'-l ;Lrn] ]'Illl'u'.!lil'li
on a wall. It features an article about Deb-

orah Sampson, a female who dres:

A ner

male, fought battles, and became
Because she was not a biological male, she
was denied a military pension

* Renée Richards. An autographed pic-
ture of transsexual tennis player Renée
Richards is also mounted and framed
Richards often was subjected to the ire of
other female competitors, who complained
that playing against Richards was tanta-
mount to playing against a male.

« Sandy O'Daniel. A pair of boots worn

by Sandy O'Daniel honors “the spiritual
father of Houston female-to-male trans-
sexuals.”

= Coccinelle. Upstairs at the center, a
huge mounted movie poster advertises a
1962 ltalian film, I, Don Giovanni della
Costa Azzura. The cast includes European
male-to-female transsexual Coceinelle,
The actress was the first transsexual in
Furope to successfully gain a marriage
license. She also founded several social
service organizations for transgenders.

* Myra Breckenridge. Another mounted
movie poster advertises the controversial
1970 film Myra Breckenridge. 1t is ac-

An 1846 newspaper contains an article about
transgenders of the times.

are on display. Compton’s was the site of a
24-hour uprising by transgenders in 1966,
three years before the Stonewall riot.

1'Hl|||u||1i1--! by autographs from the book’s
author, Gore Vidal, and the film's screen
writer, Rex Reed. A publicity photo groups
together the stars—John Huston, Raquel

1\"-.\'|-_'h, :\].l-' \'\.1*'._ .I|'||i Fl't-'\-.' “I'I'Ii

A Houston Transgender Pioneer

Josephine Tittsworth has been involved

in loeal transgender organizing for nearly

three decai 3. She has witnessed trans
gender history first-hand and helped to
create it. Tittsworth recalls: “The history
of the transgender community in Houston
18 rich and full of diversity. In 1981, I col
laborated with Melanie Rudd and Peggy
Rudd to organize the first Tri-Ess support
group in Houston [Tri-Delta Chapter]| for
heterosexual cross dressers. Later it H}!iﬂ
into the Gulf Coast Transgender Club
[GCTC] and Tau Chi [the Tri-Ess group].

TATS [Texas Association for Transsexual

Support| formed after GCTC.

“Peggy Rudd and Rene Fenner founded
the Houston Transgender Unity H;:lu_;mﬂ
back when the groups were arguing and
competing for members. | served a total of
five years as the co-chair of the Houston
Transgender Unity Committee. We took
the banquet from the small banguet hall
to the large ballroom and started the con-
cept of corporate sponsorships. Today, the
Houston Transgender Unity Banguet 1s
the largest single night event in the world
for the transgender community. Houston

rssue of OutSmart ma,

is the only metro area in the United States
today where all the transgender groups

cooperate together yet independently.”

The Link Between
Misogyny and Queerphobia

Jo Collier, a research assistant at a local

library, heads up the History Committee
for the Houston Transgender Archive.

She reflected on why she has volunteered
for this role: “It's important to me that

we are collecting information, not simply
about transgender individuals, but about
people who stepped outside the boundaries
of what their culture considered accept-
able for their gender, It is important to
recognize that a great deal of the trouble
that the queer community deals with has
its origins in misogyny [hatred of women],
which is why LGBT Studies are linked to
the Women's Studies programs at aca-
demic institutions, This isn't a new idea,
linking misogyny and queerphobia, but
you would think it was. I remember talk
ing to one man and hearing him say, with
a sneer, something about Intro to LGBT
Studies being a part of Women’s Stud

es, like it was something beneath him

[ didn't 3ay 1t, because [ was sober, but I
was thinking—and if I'd had a couple in
me ['d have said it—*You're a part of the
problem, dude!™

the Archive Commit-

Collier notes ths:
tee has begun the cataloging process and
has begun work on a collection develop-
ment poliey. The committee is also draft-
ng plans for an online searchable trans-

sender archive. A sampling of the digitized

tems that will be available in this online

irchive ean currently be viewed at http://

tgetr.org/archive shtml, Individuals inter-

ested in joining this committee can sign

ip at the center; Collier invites members

of the community to “journey with us.”

Visiting the Houston
lransgender Archive
I'he Houston Transgender Archive is

used in nature. Its

small in size, but fo
||'.:l'i|[:1:-_('\ are world class, and their presen-
ation 1s superb. The archive is housed at
he beautiful Transgender Foundation of
America Center located at 713 Fargo here
n Houston. The center opens on \.\--1,-';:11;;3,',-‘

it 1 p.m. and closes at 4 p.m. To sched-

ile a personalized guided tour with an
irchive docent, please contact the center
it 713/520-8586. Entrance to the center

8 |"!‘l-v Il]ll'|1;l!'_!','t', ]'iH \illtl.‘l%llrllw are :||\\'!|.\.-
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DEX,

by Brandon Wolf

es, it's easy to take HIV
medications. You just pop a
few pills,” says Jereme Scott, a

25-year survivor of AIDS. “But these

medications come with huge side effects.

It's not 2 manageable disease—it’s a
disease to be managed.

“Pick up any gay magazine and look
at the drug ads,” says Scott. “What kind
of people do you see? You see real pretty
people surfing, riding bikes, doing all
the wonderful things that young people
do. But that's a lie. Sure it's a white lie,
but it’s done on purpose.”

Scott is a member of the HIV social
group at Bering United Methodist
Church. “I have been going there for
several vears,” he says, “I see a lot of

Setting the record straight on living with AIDS

shows the reality .
of living with AIDS."

Recently Scott
talked with QutSmart about
his dream, joined by his friend David
Rogers, another 25-year survivor of AIDS
Together they shared thoughts about
producing a documentary which will be
titled Sex, Lies and Pills.

Why This Film Needs to be Made
“1 want kids to see what can result if they
don’t wear condoms,” says Rogers. To
transform their dream into a reality, Scott

Physmal attractiveness is one of the things that gay men use

to pu

er people into their lives. AIDS drugs can waste

your body, destroy muscle tone, and leave your

face sunken and gaunt.

young people, 18 to 24, coming in. I get
really angry and want to give them a
slap up alongside the head, and then
give them a hug. These kids are coming
into HIV with no knowledge of what

it was like in the 1980s, when we saw
most of our friends die. So now we are
seeing a third generation of people
diagnosed with HIV.

“It was out of anger that I decided to
do something as a long-term survivor,
to ereate a new and dynamic type of
education/prevention tool, a tool which
will benefit the young people coming up.

I'm 56 years old and on the down stroke.

But these kids are on the up stroke, and
they need to be making better choices,
About two years ago, I began to think
about making a documentary which
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and Rogers have conducted three focus

group meetings with interested individuals.
“We invited people we knew who have been
infected or affected by HIV.” Scott explains.

Sex, Lies and Pills is also the title the
focus group selected. “We all know what sex
is,” says Scott. “We know what lies are, too.
In the context of AIDS, there are lies that go
in two directions. It can be a drug company
that tells white lies by making an AIDS
diagnosis appear to be much less serious
than it really is. Or it can be a partner who
lies to their partner about their HIV status.
And it all leads to pills.

“We're not anti-medication,” Scott
emphasizes. “Drugs have saved our lives, so
we can't be anti-medication. But we want to
tell the truth about what day-to-day life with
pills is really like.”

“An AIDS diagnosis is going to
break and shatter a kid's dreams. It
will steal his beauty,” says Rogers. “1
care about kids because they can be
easily influenced. It's important to
talk to them in a manner that they
will quickly understand. Physical
attractiveness is one of the things that
gay men use to pull other people into
their lives. AIDS drugs can waste your
body, destroy muscle tone, and leave
vour face sunken and gaunt.”

Rogers knows of these effects from
first-hand experience. I once weighed
60 pounds less than T do now, and I'm
quite lean as it is. There was a period
of time when I looked like an African
famine vietim. | want kids to see before
and after pictures of me.

“AIDS drugs affect one’s ability
to focus and concentrate,” Rogers
points out. “It affects how you're able
to conjugate verbs and articulate your
thoughts. It changes the whole way you
live. And there is pain one has to live
with. I ence had to undergo radiation
for tumors in my throat. My mouth
looked like red cottage cheese. Every
breath 1 took felt like a stab. T was
unable to eat or swallow any food.”

Rogers says that although he nearly
died several times, he has been spared.
“But it's opened up other autoimmune
problems. I have really severe osteo-
porosis and advanced rheumatoid
arthritis. I have a neurological disease
that's located in my nerve bundles.
These conditions will never go away.

[ ean only utilize therapies to make
them more manageable. But sometimes
[ wake up in the morning and literally
can't walk because of the arthritis. |
have to stay in bed for a couple hours —+
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Sex, Lies, & Pills

wed from page 117

and sleep it off and hope that, when | wake

again, [ will feel good enough to funection.
“Then there is the uncontrollable

diarrhea,” Rogers continues. “It's not just

a matter of slightly soiling my underwear.

I might be at a friend’s house and end

up having to go home to change all my

clothes. It's dehumanizing to leave a trail
on the floor all the way to the bathroom
that someone has to clean up. This isn't
manageable, this is horrific. Is it really
worth it, to go through all this, just
because sex 1s more pleasurable without

a condom?”

The Miracle Man:
David Rogers’ Story

avid Rogers is my inspiration

and always will be," says Jereme

Scotl. “We have both lived with
the psychosocial effects of HIV, but |
have not lived with the physical effects of
HIV as intensely as he has. He is
my hero.”

Rogers, 47 years old, was born in
Flint, Michigan. His family then moved
to Colorado for several years and
finally settled in San Diego, California,
where he grew up.

“My father is a Baptist pastor," says
Rogers. "He always pastored very large
churches of several thousand people, so
| grew up in a fishbowl. Tim LaHaye, the
man who wrote the papular Left Behind
books that |ater became movies, was one
of my father’s friends. My parents met
at Bob Jones University, the extremely
conservative and tundamentalist Bible
college.

“| came out to my parents between
the sixth and seventh grades," Rogers
remembers, “| thought gay people were
evil deviants, and | didn't want to be one
of them. My parents immediately jumped
in and wanted to help. | dated every girl in
school, and thought that when | found the
right girl Ged would change me.

“l went to several different colleges
on music scholarships and traveled a lot,”
Rogers recalls. “l majored in Bible and
minored in counseling. | became a youth
pastor and worked with several big youth
organizations. | was engaged to a girl, but
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Scott says the focus groups also felt
that a woman's viewpoint was important,
because heterosexual men with AIDS
sometimes conceal their HIV status from
their girlfriends or wives, “The director
of the film plans to use three to six people
to tell this story,” he explains. “Currently

we have David Rogers and a woman who
has been HIV positive for two years, and
a gay male 'papa bear’ who has been HIV
positive for 20 years. We intend to mix
and match to make sure it's a truthful
picture. We would like to include members
of the black and Hispanic communities. |
hope that people reading this article will
contact me if they are willing to be a part
of the story

“This film 1s a mixture of inspiration

A Truer Portrait of AIDS
David Rogers, seen above before and
during his 20-year bout with HIV.

| finally realized it wasn't going to work.”

At that point Rogers moved to Colorado
hoping to make a new start. | met my
current partner, fell in love, and we've been
together for over 20 years now,” he says.
“But no evangelical church was going to
hire a gay youth pastor, so | found a job with
an airline company. | now had a new life—a
partner, new friends, and a new career.”

Eventually the airline company closed its
hub in Colorado, leaving Rogers without a
job. “So we moved to Houston, and | started
working as a counselor at Bering Memorial
Church. |'ve now been there 14 years, and
they've been wonderful.”

Rogers was diagnosed with AIDS in
1989, but believes he was probably infected
in 1985, The years since the diagnosis have
been difficult ones for Rogers. “l've had
six bouts with cancer because of AIDS,"

and caution,” Scott notes, “Anytime

a person overcomes great odds, it's
inspirational. But we also want people
watching this film to be inspired not to
end up like us. It's really about just
being human.”

“The Radical Right has spread a lie
that, if we talk to people about condoms,
it will encourage them to have sex. But
there's no basis for that conclusion. Under
the Bush admimistration we couldn’t talk
about anything but abstinence. Sure,
abstinence is the only true form of safe
gsex,” Rogers says, “but if people are going
to have sex, they should understand the
importance of using condoms, I grew up
in an abstinence-only home, and I never

knew anything about condoms.”

he says. "At one point | had 16 cancer
tumors all over my body. On more than
one accasion, my physicians told my
partner that | would not live through the
night.”

It's been a long journey for Rogers'
parents too, but they have evolved along
with their times. *When | first took my
partner to their home to visit, they showed
us lo our bedrooms. Then ane visit, they
showed us to our bedroom. That was
their way of recognizing our relationship.
My mother even admitted that she
tried not to fall in love with my partner,
but she gave up. Today my father is a
voice of moderation among evangelical
Christians.”

Besides effective medical care, an
intense will to live, and a loving partner
have seen Rogers through the darkest
of days. "My partner is the best thing
that's ever happened to me, and he's
been taking care of me for a long time,”
he says. “But my T-cell and viral load
counts have changed dramatically, and
now I've started to hear him talking about
his dreams again. He recently enrolled
in school. Finally, it's my turn to be
supportive.”

Rogers says that living with AIDS
has been “a strange sort of blessing. I've
learned how to live in a way | never would
hawve, had | been healthy," he says. *| don't
think the same way, | dan't speak the
same way, and | have different prionties
| would never want anyone else to have
to go down this path, but for me it's
been a very positive thing. | sit out in my
garden a lot and think about all the things
| am thankful for. | love my life mare than
anyone else | know."

| DECIDED TO DO SOMETHING...

Rogers says that this film will probably
he able to reach kids in a way that wasn't
possible under the last administration.
‘Under President Obama, [ believe things
will change for the better.”

Supporters Line Up to Help
After foeus groups determined the
message of the film, they turned to the
issue of money. “We came up with a
budget,” Scott says, “and then people
started donating their talents. These
in-kind donations brought the budget
lown ta 35 percent of what we had first
stimated. We don't have to pay for a
.T'I"i'l!‘l' or kIUUIII I?II'I\"‘-\ ar a \.'\'l'll'll.' II'Ii.'IJ]Jl'I'
f other essentials. We basically were left

with just the production costs.”

The Air Force,
AIDS, & AVES:

Jereme Scott’s Story

ereme Scolt was born in Seattle, Washington

and raised in Portland, Oregon. He spent most

of his growing up years in Los Angeles. Then
he joined the United States Air Force. *| came out
when | was 16," he says, “but | struggled with it until

| was about 25,

“l was diagnosed at age 33 with HIV,” Scott recalls, “but |
think | was infected around age 28." He moved to Houston in 1988. "l
had a partner and | wanted to live a quiet Jewish life. | wasn't interested
in going out to bars. We wanted to travel the world a lot as a couple.”

Scott became involved in the AIDS support group, Body Positive. “It
was set up as a 10-week group,” he remembers. “Each week the topic
would be different—tor example, how do you pick a doctor? We helped
peaple work through the process and it succeeded quite well.

“l became involved in different community planning groups for
the city of Houston,” Scott says. “| was educated in Washington, DC,
about preventive education. Then | was able to train others and become an
HIV advocate in the city. | took over the troubled AVES organization, but it had
too many problems to save it, and | ended up closing it down. That was a real

growing experience for me."

“I've also been a schoolteacher,” says Scott. | taught special education and
learning-disabled children. | warked with children in the sixth, seventh, and eighth

grades.”

Videographer Jereme Scott is currently working
on the upcoming documentary, Sex, Lies & Pills.

Various pledges of
finaneial support then
began to come in. One of
those pledges came from
Houston's Bunnies on the
Bayou, which sponsors an
annual Easter-afternoon
mega-dance fundraiser, Scott
says that once the Bunnies’
pledge is received, the funding will
probably be sufficient to begin production,
parallel with a final appeal to potential
donors. He welcomes donations from
anyone reading this article, and he can
be reached through the film's website at
sexliesandpills.com.

The film will be 60 minutes in
length. Scott has a friend who teaches
a film production class at Houston
Community College, who will help with
the editing. People from New York to
California will assist with such activities
as the soundtrack music and the
narration.

The film will be targeted to anyone
16 vears of age and older who will listen,
Scott says. He hopes to interest HBO

or LOGO cable channels. “I want to take
it on the road if we can find a sponsor for
a bus tour. I want to take it on Oprah
Winfrey's show. If we are able to win
awards and people talk about it and want
to screen it, I'd like to prn\']dg: it to them
free. They would just have to pay the cost
of shipping the DVD.”

As Scott reflects on his role as a long-
term AIDS survivor, he says, “l thought
I'd be dead at 41 like Elvis Presley, and
now I realize I will probably have to deal
with retirement issues at age 65. Before
the first focus group met, I realized God
was telling me that producing this film is
why I'm still here, and I needed to get this
done.”

Brandon Wolf also writes about Annise Parker,
Preserving LGBT History, and the Transgender

Archive for this issue of QutSmart mag
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Spreading her wings:
breast cancer survivor, Kiki
Neumann, credits Lesbian
Health Initiative with saving
her life. To say thank you,
she participates in L
Rainbow Health Fairs as a
vendor selling artwork like
“yard angels” (this one in
pink for breast cancer) she
crafts from materials left in
Hurricane Ikﬂs\ wake.

LY
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™\, espite years of nagging from the American

\ .} o) ul = . . -
| \ }E. ancer Society and various other health insti- 8

/ / tutes about the importance of early detection {
_,..—/ in the treatment of cancer and other illnesses, ::i:j;

the fact of the matter is, most people are more attentive i

. . . . 3

to the maintenance of their automobiles than they are to 3
their own health. ‘, :
Whether restricted by lack of insurance or lack of =

. B
knowledge about services available, people, especially )

women, often ignore their own health until it's too late.
Enter Leshian Health Initiative-Houston.
With its mission to promote women's health in the

Bayou City, LHI provides two essential tools of early
detection—mammograms and Pap smears—Lo lesbian,
bisexual. and transgendered women twice each year, via
the group’s Rainbow Health Fairs.

As a registered nurse. LHI board member Cathy
McMillan recognizes the importance of preventative
maintenance in healthcare. “It's not just about checking
peaple at the time [they're sick], it's about prevention,”
she says. “We also do things like blood sugar and glucose
testing, and blood pressure, cholesterol readings.”

Best of all, the health fairs provide these services to
women, free of charge.

“Some women just don't have the resources,” Me-
Millan says. “Some insurance will pay for some things,
but not for others. “Mammograms and the Pap smears

are major expenses, and people who don't have insurance
sometimes just can't afford them. But someone in that
position still needs to have those done.”

MeMillan says she would like to see the Rainbow
Health Fairs expand beyond “basically medical stuff”
to offer women services like advice on living wills and
power of attorney, and from social workers. “There are
a lot of people with no resources who don't really know
what's available to them in the community, who get con-
nected,” she says.

MeMillan would also like to add to the fairs’ rosters a
dentist “that would check for oral cancer.” Personal train-
ers are also on her wish list. “They could teach people
how they can keep themselves fit and healthy within
their own home if they can’t afford to go to a gym. And di-
eticians could explain how to prepare low-cost nutritional
meals, and how to maintain your health.”

McMillan recognizes that these expanded services —+
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require an expanded team of volunteers
and board members. Eight women cur-
rently sit on LHI's board; McMillan would
like to see that number doubled.

“You know, a lot ef the other organiza-
tions demand a great deal of time, whereas
with LHI, people can volunteer however
they want,” she says. “They don’t have to
commit for a lot of time. If people just want
to help with the health fair, they can just
do that. If people want to help with the
gala, they can do that. People ean help with
the newsletter. They don’t have to give up a
lot of time.”

LHI's Poster CHILD
As many as 30 women
make appointments
for mammograms
provided at LHI's
health fairs by MD
Anderson’s mobile
radiography/mammo-
gram unit. Since their
inception in 1992, the the 2910 6vent,
fairs have provided more than 750 mam-
mograms Lo women.

One woman who had been taking
advantage of the mammograms and other
services regularly received a clean bill of
breast health—until one year when her
mammogram detected a very small nodule
that turned out to be cancer.

McMillan
says, the relief in her voice impossible to

“The woman got treatment,”
ignore, “If it had not been for detection, we
might not have that woman with us today."”

That woman is Kiki Neumann

“It’s true,”

of LHI that I'm still here, being my smart-

Neumann says, “It's because
ass, witty selll”

Neumann was a long-time regular at
the biennial health fairs, in part as a ven-
dor, selling pieces of folk art she constructs
for her business, Mother’s Old Fencepost.
“I would ‘sell and schmoosh,” she quipped,
describing the compressive nature of a
mammogram. “I'd run out and get a mam-
mogram, and then run back in and sell
gome arts .':ll].l.] I.']'."-IH.“' "

As a small-business owner, Neumann
recognized the economic advantage pro-
vided by the health fairs.

*The word f-r-e-e’ caught my eve,” she
spells out, laughing. “Also, because it was
gay-identified, it felt like a safe environ-
ment to go and have a yearly mammo
gram.”

It was following Neumann's 2002
“achmoosh” that a lump was detected in
her right breast,

“It was diagnosed due to the diligence

of the reading of the mammogram, because
[the lump] was very far back in the chest
wall,” Neumann recalls. “It could not be de-
tected by a self~exam, It was so hard to find
that they had to do a biopsy to determine it
was indeed cancer.”

By August she was in the hospital,
having surgery. She had lost her pater-
nal prandmother to breast cancer, so as a
preventative measure, Neumann made the
difficult deeision of having both breasts
removed.

It was not a decision she came to with-

out heavy consideration. “I had a meeting

with six [cancer] survivors that [ knew,

Women helping women: Lesbian Health Initiative Houston's Celebra-
tion of Love dinner dance, held on or near Valentine's Day, draws 300
to 400 women each year and features entertainment by a nationally
acclaimed comedienne. Olivia Cruise favorite Michele Balan headlines

some of whom were also active in LHI and
in being out in our community. | asked
them all how they treated their cancer, and
based on learning from our community, 1
then made my choice of what 1 would do.”

Following a couple years of hormonal
treatment, Neumann is well and enjoying a
clean bill of health. She continues to attend
the health fairs, being one of the group’s
MOsSt \Hl'ill I'lli\'i!l'HEI*‘-'-

“It's just wonderful to go with all of
your friends to one of the fairg, enjoy see
ing each other, and go in for your ‘little un
veiling,” Neumann says. “1 also enjoy the
fact that this is women doing this for other
women instead of having to sit in a waiting
room with people you don't know.”

MeMillan agrees about the comfort-
able, welcoming environment at the fairs.
“Women from our community can feel
more comfortable coming to an all-woman
organization,” she says, “They don’t have
to worry about explaining their hifestyle,
which is another issue.”

Women of all ages come to health fairs
to take advantage of the services, but at
56, Neumann especially appreciates the
services LHI provides to alder lesbians.

“Let's face it, we do have an aging
population,” she says. “We partied our way
through the '80s and "90s, and we did a
wonderful job of it, but we are not neces-
sarily needing to party anymore.

“So now it's about a different way of
supporting each other. This is about a
physical and a mental and an emotional
support. And LHI is offering that,”" B
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No Posseur

Salim Gauwloos creates new moves for the Houston Met

by Neil Ellis Orts
Photo by Facundo Gabba

ou may recognize him
from Madonna's “Vogue”
video, back when he went
by the name “Slam,” but
striking a pose is far from
all there is to choreog
rapher Salim Gauwloos (pronounced
rarlog”). Sinee

“harlos,” rhymes with “(

leaving behind his days of touring with
the Material Girl, he is wowing dance
audiences with his choreography for such
companies as the Orlando Ballet and the
Houston Metropolitan Dance Company
Three years ago, he made a piece for the
Met called 11:11,
May to set a new piece on the company

and was back here in
(still untitled at press time) to be per
formed at their Sum rof Dance
on .]1||](- 12 at E|:1|' ,\li”l,‘r'{ll][{]illll' Theater.

Using a style that he describes

mer -‘-“.-'..'I.""

a8 Very
eontemporary while borrowing from classi-
¢al and jazz movement vocabularies, he is
exploring metaphysical ideas for this world
premiere choreography. In contrast to “so
much chaos going on in the world,” Gauw-
loos wanted to make a piece about a place
where we might all go when we die, which
he describes as “a place where there’s perfect
harmony, perfect energy, perfect balance.”
He continues, “T'm always kind of attract
ed to the dark. I mean people call it dark,
but there's so much lightness in dark, too,
you know. [ want people to see my work and
I want them to feel something. I don’t want
them to say like, ‘Oh it’s nice dancing.’ So I always have a tenden
ey to go a little bit deeper in my pieces. But it's very enjoyable, not
like you want to go out and cry. It's always very uplifting.”
Gauwloos has a long history with the Met. Besides creat ing
11:11 for them, he also danced with executive director Michelle
Smith in the Delia Stewart Dance Company, a former Houston
company, in the late 1980s. “I love working with this company,”
he says. “They have passion for dance it’s indescribable. It's a
small company, but there's so much energy and passion 3
Originally from Antwerp, Belgium, where he studied elassical
ballet, Gauwloos moved to New York City in 1987 after winning a
scholarship to the Steps School of Dance. Given that background,
it's understandable that his current work is moving away from
the world of music videos. He speaks of those days with fondness,
saying he found dancing with Madonna to have more substance
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than most music videos—which should
come as no surprise to those who remem-
ber she had a history in modern dance
before conquering the music charts—but
he’s now making dance that has more of a
personal vision.
“I moved a little bit away from the

commercial world because, | don’t know,

[ ean't relate to all the butt shaking. I'm

an artist, I want to create something,” he

says. “I had a good time, I'm happy for the
experience and everything, but I've kind
of put myself away from that It's just not
so me anymore,” He also is quick to say
of Madonna, *“Whatever people say about
the whole thing, I still always say I've
never seen anvone work that hard.”

When asked if a dancer on a Ma-

donna tour '.u_'lu:l”_\ gets to know the
“You get to know her to
a certain degree. We stay

star, he says,
in the same
hotel and we went to parties with her
and everything ” He's also clear on the
business aspect of dancing in the pop
music world. “You dance with her and
then the whole thing is over, and then
you never hear from her again.” He
laughs. “When you're that young—we
were all kind of upset, but now we're
a little older, so you understand it's
just part of the game.”

Gauwloos \\'i” be ‘G|'|L'l':[“1'l\_' this

summer touring Europe, giving

dance workshops with companies in places like Vienna and Am-
sterdam. but dance isn't the only thing on his mind. When, at the
I ask him if he has anything else he wants to
+, that's what

end of the interview,
say, he adds, “I just want them to legalize marriage
I want to say. I've been in a relationship with my partner for nine
years now, and I'm like, C’mon, it's such a vielation of human

richts, it's terrible.” Still, like his dances, he ends on an uplifting,
hopeful note. “At least it's always in the limelight, I don't think

it's going to be that long anymore.”

Summer Sampler of Dance is presented free by Houston Metro-

politan Dance Company on Friday, June 12, at 8:30 p.m. at Miller

Outdoor Theatre. Details: houstonmetdance.org or 713/522-6375.

Neil Ellis Orts wrote about the work of four gay comics ¢réators mn the

Muy issue of OutSmart magazine.

HOUSTON

eclectic
furnishings

dining and accent tables
chairs * lomps

leather sefas and chairs
specialty picture frames
boxes » vases * urns

art glass = pottery
candles « screens
pillows « chandellers
and more...

ecClectic

HeME

Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
Sunday 1pm-5pm

713.869.1414

»V fadle e

exquisite cakes by NadineMoon

713-528-4719

www.whomadethecakecom

at any age!

ustom Compound Hormone Replacement

}Texas Bio-ldentical Hormones
(979)776-6823
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Two Thousand and Nine

The Gilbert & Sullivan Society of Houston

Alistair Donkin as The Major General
Alistair Donkin, Director  Dr.Brion Runnels, Conductor

WORTHAM CENTER CULLEN THEATER
Fri, July 178 24 - 8:30PM S, July 18 & 25-8:30PM  Sun, July 19 & 26 - 2.30PM
Tickets - $46, $41 & 525

Tickets available through The Gilbert & Sullivan Society: 713-627-3670
am Center Box Ofice: 713-238-23250July 13-26) www.gilberfondsu

Aanievican Fapress, Mastercard, and VISA are welcome

JOE SEARIS \ '-LJAST_ON W]LUAMS
9

TICKETS: 800.821.1894
Online: www.thegrand.com

AUGUST. 7-16, 2009
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Joan Rivers ...

(CNN Larry King Live, 5/11/08)
Gay marriage—I am so against it because all my gay friends are
out. And if they get married, it will cost me a fortune in gifts.

| [ §
r“ nﬂ (film starring Sacha Baron Cohen, seheduled for release in July)

{ Entertainment Weekly, 4/17/09)
The Bruno trailer makes I Now Pronounce You Chuck & Larry
look like Milk, We'd be offended if we weren't laughing so hard.

l ;w; Lown {former mayor of San Angelo, Texas)

(gosanangelo.com, 5/20/09)

Re: explaining his decision to leave office prior to being sworn in
for his fourth term as mayor of San Angelo, Texas, to pursue a
relationship with a man who is an immigrant from Mextco.

[ love the people of San Angelo. I know the timing wasn't good,
but the timing eouldn’t be helped.

Jennifer Hudson ...

( Entertainment Weekly, 410/09, Sean Smith)

Walter Williams 111, Jennifer Hudson's childheod friend and
longtime assistant, says, “I would take her to the gay clubs
and they would have these talent competitions, mainly for drag
queens, and [ would put Jennifer in them as the only real female.
And she would win all the time and take all those drag queens’
money. They were so mad!”

ANT....c.

(GLINM Gay News Distribution, 5/5/09)
Re: godhatesfags.com and Fred Phelps’ Westboro Baptist Church
threatening to protest comedian ANT in Wichita, Kansas,
Fred Phelps and his minion/sister (singular tense intentional)
are mare than welcome to come and protest my show. As there
will be a large group of gay and very fashionable straight people
at the event, 1 will be enforcing the following: the wearing of
polyester will be strictly prohibited. If your name is Gater,
Skeeter, Goober, Goner, Donner, or Blitzen, spittoons will be
confiscated on sight. If your home is registered with the De-
partment of Motor Vehicles, you may protest me, but you must
park your house on the yellow brick road . .. we are in Kansas,
after all. And finally, Fred Phelps was once overheard saying,
“I"1l leave the little queers alone when Towa lets a homo marry
and pigs fly.”

Well, lowa allows gay marriage and swine flu.

sten Burroughs :.

{ The Advacate, 5/6/08, Charlotte Abbott)

»n | was growing up, I worr ied a lot—Am I going to be broken
because I don't have a father? What I've learned is that you can
repair yourself later. You can get the things you need. That'’s
what I would say to younger people living in a situation similar
to mine. It’s profoundly terrifying when a parent is mentally ill,
or an aleoholic, or missing something that makes you human,
but it's possible for you to be okay anyway.

( TV Guide, 4/19/09, Debra Bimbaum)
Debra Birnbaum: Adam also seems completely unfazed by the stories circulat-
ing about his sexuality. Do you think America’s finally gotten beyond that?
Simon Cowell (American Idol judge): I think people only get bothered really when
they know somebody’s hiding something. [Laughs] We've had that in the past!
We've obviously never had an issue with it, and nor should anybody else. Its a
huge step forward for the show.

. Adam’s in control of what he does, down to the nail polish. Imagine what

the competition would look like without him. He's shaken everything up, this boy.

Marie
‘Osmond

(Entertainment Tonight, 5/20/08, NBC)

e 0o

-

Compiled by Blase DiStefano

Re: reconciling her Mormonism
with her daughter's lesbianism.

| love my daughter. She’s my baby girl, come
on. So what if she’s gay? She's my daughter
and she's an amazing woman, she's a good
kid. | raised her, she better be good.

I think it’s sad when we have to separate
something from society. Whether it's, “Oh,
you're Jewish,” . .. "Oh, you're a Mormon,” or
“Oh, you’re gay.” There are a lot of women out
there who have gay children. Who cares?...

The thing | want is love. I'm a Christian, and
Christ was that way—he loved everybody.

L e

Mod Elvis?: Adam Lambert (see
American Idol) had the \rota ofSi

Clementine Ford ..

(TVGuideMagazine.com, 3/23/08, Michael Logan)

Michael Logan: Let’'s discuss this Diva magazine cover story. You
sorta kinda maybe came out as a lesbian. Um, right?

Clementine Ford: [Groaning] 'm seoe glad yvou asked. The first thing
that really upset me was that the cover line said, “Clementine Ford
Comes Out,”

PALIL MICHALIDACWTIME

which, elearly if you read the article, I did not come out. .
But | did read the article, and you do say, “The truth is that I'm not
technically out yet." You go on to admit that . . . you've also dated
women. And you perpetuated the rumors that you and Kate Moennig
had a thing while shooting The L Word. Are you just a big ol’ tease?
Tgnoring the guestion] That Diva article also picked up quotes from a
padeast interview I did with AfterEllen.com where the interviewer asked
me if the sex on The L Word was real and | very jokingly said “Yes, we
actually had sex. . . ." And the Diva writer printed it as fact that Kate
and I had real sex on camera! . ..

So you and Kate did or did not have an affair off-camera?

[ would never say anything about someone else’s sexuality. Ever.

Well, I'm glad we sorta kinda maybe got that settled.

CICIVNES FORD

VIRGINGE SHERW

EMOND

Sorta kinda havbe IS Clemeéntine Ford
(seen here at left w!ih Kather:ne Moennig
on The L WordyaBig ol' téage?

d
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by Neil Ellis Orts

SOULFUL SOLES

New documentary re-focuses on our families

istory, inspiration, motivation—it’s
all right here.
Soulforee was founded in 1999

as a religious organization combating GLBT

intolerance within religious communities. Mel

‘\Y}Ilh'. former '_f|'|i|-'t W ri1r,'l' for ‘-l:L'lI l.“.-\.'ilﬁt_',l']i

cal luminaries as Pat Robertson and Jerry

Falwell, co-founded the organization (with his

partner Gary Nixon) upon the principles of

nonviolent conflict resolution put forth by Mo-

handas Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr
SoleJourney, a documentary by Kate

E. Schroeder, records

Burns and Sheil

a handful of Soulforce actions targeting

Evangelical giant Dr. James Dobson and his

organization, Focus on the Family. A six-day,

65-mile march from Denver (state capitol) to

Colorado Springs (home of Focus on the Fam-

ily) s the culminating action of this film

The speeches are familiar. For anyone who

D"DIVHS Shurts Previews by Nancy Ford

Were the World Mine

s ot l Think High School Musical, were the
& school Harvey Milk High and Zach
Ephron’s character gay. Well, gayer.
Judy MeLane, of Broadway's Mamma
Mia!, costars, with the adorable Tanner
Cohen playing the gay student. Based
on director Tom Gustafson’s award-winning short film,
Fairies. Wolfe (wolfevideo.com).

Pedro
= Dscar winner Dustin Lance Black ( Mifk)
wrate the script for this fine bio of Pedro
Zamora who stunned the world on the
first season on MTV's Real Warld in
1994 when he came out not anly as gay,
but also as a person with AIDS. Bonus
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has listened to any rhetoric
about GLBT equality, these
will not give much new
information. At the same
time, the passion exhibited
by people like straight ally
Dani Newsum does stir this
viewer. As a black woman
married to a white man, she
15 clear about the differences
between the history of the
—\ 1960s civil rights

= . — =

Foxwaorth, the older of the two being 80
vears old and already the victim of a *mini
stroke” at the time of the march, give a
younger generation a sense of how impor-
tant involvement is, even if hiking in 100-de-
gree heat—in a mountainous region—might
pose as a serious health risk. Both couples
convey serious information and convictions
with charm and a sense of humor.

Throw in some archival footage of Dr.
King calmly outlying his objectives (this

is not the rally speech of Dr. King with

——

| Along day's journey into light: Judy Shepard (far left) and actor
Chad Allen, in a very emotional moment from the film, present a
family photo album filled with pictures from the march to a Focus on

movement and
the modern gay
rights movement, but she is masterful
at drawing together the similarities.
Perhaps the most inspiring seg
ments were the interviews with older
couples. Barbara Kinsman and Linda
Royster, interviewed with their grand-
sons, bring a sense, not only of history,
but of personal growth to the story of

gay rights, Lewis Thompson and Laurin

features include a tribute from President Bill Clinton
Walfe (wolfevideo.com).

Lavender Limelight:
Leshians in Film

: Come for the clips, but stay for the con-
versations with seven definitive leshian
directors. Cheryl Dunye, Su Friedrich,
Jenny Livingstan, Heather MacDonald,
®=  Maria Maggenti, Monika Treut, and Rose
2 M Troche discuss their work, and what
inspires it. Marc Mauceri directs, First Run Features
(firstrunfeatures.com).

Leshian Nation
Five leshian-friendly films make up this largely comedic
collection. Includes Marc Mauceri's aforementioned

the Family employee. Above: hundreds of participants surround the
Focus on the Family campus in Colorado Springs.

which we are more familiar], and vou hawve

an hour’s worth of viewing well spent
Churches and other organizations should
be interested in this DVD for their library
From First Run Features (firstrun
features.com). For more information, visit

klondykepictures.com

.\-I'-': |r'..'ln'l'.‘-- Cris wriles

Salim Gauwloos in this tssue of OutSmart

about che "|'|'__'I-"||.|"'I'|

Lavender Limelight, Ela Troyano's Car-
melita Trapicana {a Berlin International
film festival winner), Jane Schneider's
Jumping the Gun, Barbara Heller's
Women in Transit, and Mitch McCabe's
el Playing the Part. First Run Features
(firstrunfeatures.com),

FirstQUT International
=l This compilation of five award-winning
4 shorts includes Spanish director Pelayo
Muniz' Sistole/Didstole (Systolic/
Diastelic), a recent Houston Worldfest
Film Festival Gold Remi Award winner
about a gay couple coping with death. In
English, and Karean, Spanish, and French with English
subtitles. Alluvial (villagelighthouse.com).
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Contact BARC and request
information on pets
for adoption.

Adoption fee is *55

{ineluding

QENDS 0f B4,
it

Sar.'ni fiwer._one friend of @ timel

www.houstontx.gov/health /BARC/adoption.htm

RSO
MRAINING
/18102

4676 Beechnut

Robert

Qnellgrove

lcsw
Counselor - Psychotherapist

713.522.7014

www.robertsnellgrove.com

4200 MONTROSE + SUITE 540

r .2
HENIORRHOIDS ™
- Midtown Physicians Ltd., LLP
HemCure
Why Suffer Needlessly?
Non-Surgical “Lunch-Hour” Procedure
Virtually Painless * Affordable

Anal-Rectal-Colon Cancer Screening

013.522.1788

]. |"I'L‘L

_ Worth

Board Certified M.D.

FredWorthMD.com s

t3306 Fannin between Elgin & Holman

The Ryan White Planning Council Invites You to meet
Houston Public Leaders and Make Public Comment on...

Part A, Part B and State Services
Service Definitions for 2010

Also learn about the
2009 Informational Barriers Study

7:00pm, Monday, June 1, 2009

The second Public Hearing will include:

Fiscal Year 2010 Priorities & Allocations for
Ryan White Part A and Part B/State Services
And also...

Information Regarding Service Definition Changes

7:00pm, Monday, June 29, 2009

These televised Public Hearings will be held at the
Houston City Hall Annex
City Council Chambers
900 Bagby Street, Public Level
Downtown Houston

For more information or to register for
Free Childcare or Transportation
PLEASE CALL IN ADVANCE:

Phone: 713-572-3724 * Fax: 713-572-3740 * TTY: 713-572-2813

Ryan White Planning Council Office of Support
2223 Wesl Loop South, Suite 240; Houston, TX 77027
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Television

by Steven Foster

FEFHN COMNROY

p h ot o

graphy

MUST SEE (?) TV

Cable’s rolling out the rainbow carpet for Pride month.
‘OutSmart’ offers this guide to what’s miss-able

Thue Doc Is IN!

DOCDAY, Sunpance CHANNEL

Every Monday in June at 8 p.m., Sun-
dance Channel airs the U.S. television
premiere of @ hip new gay documentary.
Redford’s netlet is famous for pulling
out the stops during Pride Month, and
this year is no different. Check out the
feverishly hot exclusives they're airing

Just for us.

Isaac Julien (1)
and Tilda Swinton
(HRLCR et ing as the fact that the two were

Monopay, June 1
}Derek
Influential Brit filmmaker and artist
Derek Jarman is profiled by three of his
most creative friends and collaborators—
artist Isaac Julien (who directed), produc-
er and film historian Colin MacCabe, and
Osecar-winning actress Tilda Swinton. Jar-
man’s influential films famously rebelled
against standard linear narrative, opting
for dreamlike, challenging explorations of
sexuality, love, art, religion, politics, and
history, The doc has made the rounds at
the festivals and is generally considered to
he a staggering portrait of a groundbreak-
ing artist. Highlights include Swinton,
who starred in eight of Jarman's films,
reading “Letter to an Angel,” a heart-
breaking message she wrote to Jarman
eight vears after his death from AIDS
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and what’s TIVO-worthy

Maonpay, JUNE 8
Suddenly Last Winter

When Italy'’s left-leaning government pro-
posed extending legal rights to domestic
partners, including same-sex couples, the
Vatican and conservative politicos acted
with a hateful furor usually reserved for
“DaVinei Code” novels. Young journalists
and lovers Gustav Hofer and Luca Ragazzi
took their camera to the Roman streets,
exploring and challenging the views of
their countrvmen who were angered and
threatened I'J_\ the law
and the filmmakers’ own
homosexuality. Honest
and surprisingly humor-
ous, the film smashdances
a society in tumult with a

I'I1II].'.'|l' il'l ||i'\'|.‘.

Mombay, JUNE 15
Chris and Don:
A Love Story
Santa Moniea bead

h boy-
turned-artist Don Bacha-
rdyv met famed novelist
Christopher Isherwood
when Bachardy was just
17 and Isherwood was 39.

That's not nearly as shock-

together for three decades and, in
1953, were one of L.A's few openly gay cou-
ples. This absorbing doe explores their glit
tering social cirele that included the likes
of iconic actress Leslie Caron and firebrand
filmmaker John Boorman, the brazen open
ness of their sexual relationzhip, and their
tender and tragic
final years when
[sherwood slowly

succumbed
to the Christopher Isherwood
(1) and Don Bachardy (in
the late '70s) in Chris
cancer and and Don: A Love Story.

Bacha-

ravages ol

rdy exhaustively
chronicled his
decline with
unflinehing por-

traiture. If you're

going to see one gay documentary this year,

this is probably your best bet,

Monpay, June 22
Rise Up and Shout!

Three years ago, gay activists Don
Kelhefner and Mark Thompson had an
idea—bring older generations of gays and
leshians directly to the their younger
LGBT tribe members who were enrolled in
Los Angeles schools. That mentoring pro-
gram resulted in an exuberant theatrical
showease for young gay artists. Featur-
ing interviews, auditions, and intimate
conversations, Rise Up provides a fascinat-
ing glimpse of a community comprised of
yvoung and old, black and white, shy and
[llr][] ]!I‘I;_'l’; \‘:;c .III:'llllfl _1.’14’.&'.‘&'(1-" :-i|1i|1:|d| he

s0 cool.

Monpay, June 29

Wild Combination: A Portrait

of Arthur Russell
Matt Wolf directed this look at the life and
music of little-known composer, producer,
cellist, and singer-songw riter Arthur
Russell. The film follows Russell from his
native fowa to Haight-Ashbury San Fran-
cisco and finally to New York's bohemian
East Village of the '70s and '80s where his
personal eccentricities and experimental
orchestrations made him somewhat of a
gay raconteur, collaborating with Allen
Ginsberg, Phillip Glass, and underground
diseo queen Lola Love. It's a wild, ram

bling, somewhat ramshackle tribute to

a lesser-known mind who was taken by
ATDS far too early. —

12707 Southwest Freeway
Stafford TX. 77477
2B81+295+1000 * www.republichd.com

RICHARD RAY

REALTOR’

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
PHENOMENAL RESULTS

Top Producer

I.{L'L'n;:nif.l.‘(l h.\
HB]J’s
Top 25 List

713.341.1651

DITAOR
f

TETAR PIOPFRTIVE

rrayi@heritagetexas.com

fagetexas.com

Por nal
rersonal

Or professional.
Make sure your image
Caplures the essence ol you.
Show everyone who vou are.

Or what you want to be

John Conroy, Photographer

With over 20 vears experience an both sides of the camera
lohn Conroy is a nationally recognized model/actor

and award-winning photographer.
BUSINESS PORTRAITS « PORTFOLIOS
FASHION * COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING
713 542 8277
www.johnconroyphotography.com
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Gay TV during Pride Month (i-r); Kathy Griffin on Bravo; RuPaul on Logo; gay activists on PBS; Mary-

Television

continued from page 130

D-List? HarDLY
Kathy Griffin: My Life

on the D-List, Bravo

Someone’s gonna have to change the name

of her show. After two Emmys, a string
of successful sold-out concerts, and being
both Larry King and Anderson Cooper’s
go-to broadeast buddy/bitch, Griffin's D-
List status is the most modest statement
to come from any celebrity ever. And her
| fifth season ups the star ante consider-
ably, including an eclectic mix from idiocy
(Paris Hilton) to Hollywood hierarchy
| (Bette Midler). Griffin also jets to Miami
| to samba with Gloria Estefan and Rosie
| O’'Donnell, swings by Savannah to cook
' up some Southern sass with everyone's
favorite butter-pusher Paula Deen, hits
the casino eireuit with Lily Tomlin, and
hangs with fellow media whore Al Sharp-
ton in Harlem. Expect the usual wine-
fueled hijinks from mother Maggie—and
another slew of Emmy nods. She might
have pissed off the religious right with
her “Jesus can suck it” comment, but she
| must have made Him laugh. He's blessing
her all over the place.

LoGo, At Last

New Now Next Awards, Logo
LGBT stepchild Loga continually runs
ugly sibling to the gayer-than-gay Bravo.
But while Bravo pats its own back with
the abysmal A-List Awards, Logo goes for
cool with their own tripped-out awards
show. Last year, NNN featured the first
TV performance of it-girl Lady Gaga, for
example. This year, they kick things up
several notches. The night's hosted by
RuPaul (Logo's own nod to self-service),
But the presenters are a fabulously fren-
zied fray of erazy cool including Vanessa
Williams, Lance Bass, Robert Verdi, Lisa
Lampinelli, and Cheyenne Jackson
Musical performances will be by Morn-
ingwood, The Fire and Reason, Ru
herself, and Britney, who will be there
to receive the NNN version of a lifetime

if you think about it. Categories include
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achievement award, which is pretty funny

Brink of Fame, OMG Internet Award,
Best Show You're Not Watching,

Most Guiltiest Pleasure, Best Lesbian
Kiss, Best Gay Couple, and the hysteri-
cally titled Feel This Bitch Award.
Saturday, June 13, at 8 p.m.

Seeaxing oF RuPauL . . .
>RuPau."s Drag Race
The drag show now has its own dedicated
casting site to find stars for its next season.
RuPaulCasting.com. So hit the site and
take your own shot at drag fame and
fortune. Well, maybe not fortune. Seri-
ously, the first season gave away, what? A
PediEgg and a $50 gift certificate to Ross
oar hllll]l.'[]lir'ltfl:j Maybe now that Drag Race
is a cult hit, the show can find a sponsor to
pony up a prize that's more than some
thing your grandma might get you for your
birthday. Which brings us to...

Yaou Go, (Owoer) Girt!
>5h93 Got the Look, TV Land
Can't stand those anorexic idiots on Tyra's
freakfest? Then check out TV Land’s first
original reality competition that sets out to
discover a beautiful woman who is—gasp
35 or older! And the prizes, a contract
with Wilhelmina Models, a photo spread
in SELF magazine, and—gasp—$100,000!
really put the old drag queen contest to
shame. Reason to care? One of the finalists
ie a mother, lesbian, and Brooklyn rocker
Sandy Young. Thursday, June 11, at 8 p.m.

Love, MarTina
> Signature Series: Martina Navratilova,

The Tennis Channel
There's a Tennis Channel? Seriously?
Yeah, yeah. Who knew? At any rate, the
sport net that, for your information, is the
“only 24-hour, television-based multimedia
destination dedicated to both the profes-
sional sport and passionate lifestyle of
tennis"—gotta love press releases—airs a
comprehensive bio on tennis icon Martina
Navratilova. While occasionally dipping
into the E! True Hollvwood Story territory
with synth-heavy drama moments (Her
father committed suicide! A erush on her

Louise Parker on Showtime; Martina Navratilova on the Tennis Channel; and Sandy Young on TV Land.

tennis instructor drove her to greatness!),
the show nevertheless covers the amazing

story of an woman who witnessed Soviet
tanks and soldiers suddenly appearing in
her country, causing her to defect at 18,
and becoming one of the most recognizable
athletes and activists in the world. And un-
like previous portraits on Agassi, Lacoste,
and Sampras, this one features Navra
tilova herself as the sole narrator. Cateh it
on, ves, The Tennis Channel, Monday. June
8, at 6 p.m,

Our WiTH 'EM ALREADY
>Ask Not, PBS' Independent Lens
Acclaimed filmmaker Johnny Symons
examines the military’s failed “don’t ask,
don’t tell” policy, focusing on the gay
activists, inside and outside the military,
whao are working to overturn it. Got that
sketchy drug eonvietion still on your
record? The U.S. Army’ll look the other
way, Did that high-falutin’ C blow your
all-D average in high school? Buck up,
HHIllIL! you're in! Did you say you were
gay? Well . . . in that case . ..ah ...you're
not ﬁT. to serve. Can we please get rid of
this? Please? Somehow it's hard to imagine
the brave soldiers of Thermoplyae or The
Battle of the Bulge taking a poll on who
was a fag before dying for their country
and cause, Tuesday, June 16, at 10 p.m.,
with repeats on the 18th at 9 p.m. and the
24th at 10 p.m.

HiGHER & HIGHER

Weeds, Showtime
The Hth season of the Showtime smash
takes a big bong hit of cool by casting gay
faves Alanis Morissette and Jennifer Jason
Leigh for multi-episode arcs, We'll show
up to watch Leigh in anything. And after
Morissette’s played evervone from God
herself in Kevin Smith's Dogma to Carrie’s
spin-the-bottle partner in Sex and the
City, ditto. Will she play gay here? Don't
know vet. But she is playing the obstetri-
eian of the now-pregnant pot-dealing mom
Nancy, played by vet another gay-friendly
girlfriend of ours, Mary-Louise Parker.
Premieres Monday, June 8, at 8 p.m. B

Jeff Vannice, PhD

yehologist

Practicing
since 1990
Guy/Lesblun Issues
Children/Adolescents/Adults
Parenting Issues
Spirituality
Individuals/Couples/Families

1415 N. Loop West, #780

Houston, TX 77008
(Between Shepherd and Ello on the N. Loop)

713-426-4455

EREE!

S*D AYS

SIU'N DAYS
CGVERIALL 1mgmn'sl

OPEN.MIC/SHOW\ POETRY /
. ~LIpls DANGC

B TRUE COLORS - 2727 CROSSVIEW DR.
713-266-6505 - myspace.comigquesrassgea

713.682. 0009 * WWW, Tnl:lal Housinn.oum e Open 365 Days
MargE Entertainment Ctr 7620 Katy Freeway (Silber Exit)

Janiter Supplies
Chemicals
Trash Bags

Vacuums
Floer Buffers
Window Washing

Auto Detailing Supplies
Stone & Tile Care
Carpet Cleaning

Green Cleaning Supplies & much, much more

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

1907 Mangum Rd. Easy access from 610, I-10 & 290

| Open 7 days (24 Hours)

14002 Northwest Fwy. (Hwy 290)

(between Tidwell & Fairbanks N. Houston)

713.462.5152

executivevideoxxx.com

713-683-8484 AEIIKE
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GrooveQut
by Gregg Shapiro

AYSPECIRI\OFFERIFORIOUTSMARTREADERSSTHEIR{FRIENDSYand|FAMILY;

GIMME A BEAT - 13% OFF PARTS AND LABOR ON SUPER DUTY POWER STROKE REPAIRS!
| AND A FREE LOANER TRUCK WHILE WE WORK ON IT!

which Neil Tennant declares that you “don’t f ¥
might . ?;‘

Dance music is so gay

No matter where you bought your
SUPER DUTY - Planet Ford is the
place to maintain it!
Looking to trade? The new ‘09

to work at it. Bouncy opener “Love Ete.” in

you 4 jre::.-’r
e Mot

eginning in the mid-1980s, pop duos
Erasure and Pet Shop Boys were
at the forefront of electronic dance

music, gay or straight. Teamed up with

have to be beautiful, but it helps,”
set you in motion, but “All

hetero Vince Clarke (of Depeche Mode and Ower the World,” which in- & SUPER DUTY is here!

Yaz renown) as Erasure, the flaming and corporates “The Nuteracker 4 | mm-mm We need SUPER DUTY trade-ins
fabulous Andy Bell, with a set of pipes to Suite,” is harder to pin | V Com first! y
rival Clarke's former down. The “beauty” theme ! & see us first!

musical partner Ali- continues on “Beautiful |
People,” which has a retro beat
maore akin to Dufty or Adele. "Did

You See Me Coming?” i1s remi-

son Moyet, leaped into
our lives, and we sim-
ply couldn’t imagine a
world without him
The Erasure story
15 celebrated vivic 'L.\-

nisecent of Very-era PSB, while
“More Than a Dream” dabbles in
futuristie electro. “King of Rome™ |
and “Legacy” are two more low-

on the four-disc set

{three CDs and one key, albeit dramatic, numbers.
DVD) Total Pop! De
{uxe Box: The First 40
Hits (Mute/Sire/Rhino). Spanning

a period of more than 20 years, this

“Pandemonium” almost lives

W up to its name, and the equally
rhythmic “The Way 1t Used to Be”
longing for the Pet Shap Boys of old.

Larry Tee is probably grateful to Erasure

left me

T
B661879K3025

Diversified boys (clockwise from [T IR R R s L100
top left): Jason Antone, Larry Tee, [T

t,” not to mention _
G Boys, Aspic Tines, a ; , AT o . oy
thorough compilation demonstrates Pet Shop Boys i po Erasure's ABBA ac- MUST BRING COPY OF AD FOR OUTSMART SPECIAL - EXPIRES June 30, 2009

Erasure.

that Bell and Clarke have a knack
for creating exhilarating dance musie. A ma-

jority of the 41 tracks on the first two discs of

e ctcio recordings speak well for

Erasure’s considerable contribu-

tions to the genre. Early hits such

“It Doesn’t Have to Be,” “Chains

went a long way in establishing
Erasure's credibility. The tradition continued
with such fierce numbers as “Stop!,"“Drama!;

as “Oh, LAmour,” “Sometimes,”

of Love,” and “A Little Respect”

tivities, represented
here by “Take a Chance on Me.”

Of course, Erasure is much more than a
dance duo and could play the drama card as
well on ballads, including “Stay With Me"”
and “‘[.]“ of Fools.”
Erasure experience includes concert perfor-

Because the complete
mance and a visual component, a live CD
spanning 20 years and a DVD of BBC TV
appearances round out the [L.':'lx.‘ll_[L'

You can danece to the Pet Shop Boys' new

album Yes (Astralwerks), but you might have

ﬁ[ouu@ﬂ“t Shorts Reviews/previews by Nancy Ford

Tori Amos

Abnormally Attracted to Sin

“$ The preacher’s kid taps into her own
rich spiritual subtex! ance again,
| the very first tones of the very first
cut dripping with atmosphere. Each
sang from this, her 10th release, is
accompanied by documentary-style
Fire to Your Plain" is our favorite. Univer

“yisualettes"; "
sal Republic Records (universalrepublic.com)

The Cliks
Dirty King

The Logo Click List favorites return
with their second release just in
time for your alt rock Pride listening
pleasure. Gender performers may
dash to adopt the stuttery “Dirty
King" as an anthem, but “Red and

Blue" is remarkably layered and lovely. June 23. Tommy
Boy (thecliks.com)

Girl in a Coma
Trio B.C.
= Like their mentor and producer
Gl 1 @t | joan Jett, the San Antonio-based
q ’\r hard punk rocking female trio is
} uncompromisingly intense on this
their sophomore album, They play
Hmmms Fitzgerald's on June 9,
hut probably won't go to Chances for an after-show
drink this time around. June 2. Blackheart Records
(blackheart.com). (See more on page G7.)

Diane Birch

Bible Belt

Another preacher's kid aims to leave her mark via
musical aspirations, and thank God for that. Birch's

and Pet Shop Boys for paving the way for him
to indulge in his dance-musie diversions, The
proud papa of electro, Tee unleashes a torrent
of blistering beats on his latest album Club
Badd (Ultra). Far smuttier
than anything ever let loose

by Erasure or PSB, songs
B oichas“Let's Make N vasty,”
L “Licky (Work It Out),” "Gret
Your Grind On,”“Clap That
Ass.” “My Penis,” and its companion, “My
Pussy,” will make your ears burn and ring —

debut album is a fine introduction
to this talented pianist, composer,
and vocalist, giving Norah Jones a
run for her money, “Fire Escape”
and “Rewind" stand out. S-Curve
ecords (s-curverecords.com).

Depeche Mode

Sounds of the Universe

Thirty years later, Depeche Mode
still provides the best background
music for your neighborhood S&M
play party. From the subversive
apener “In Chains,” all the way
through to the whip-cracking “Cor-
rupt” closer, these boys still know how to lay down
a pleasingly sinister synth pop track. Mute/Capitol/
Virgin (depechemode.com), (Depeche Mode plays
Woodlands Pavilion on August 30.) —+

Texas Phalloplasty Institute

2530 West Holcombe
713-674-7201

www.SurgeryForMen.com

* Certified Operating Suite = Qutpatient Procedure
(In-Office) = Fast Recovery
* Safe & Effective Procedure (Back to Work Next Day)

with MEASURABLE BENEFIT! = 25 Years of Experience
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Located in the newly constructed INTEGRITY BANK Plaza,

Cosmetic & General Dentistry

Full Service Dentistry
WWW.BAYOUCITYSMILES.COM

4000 Washington Ave, Suite 201

). Marcus de Guzman

* Certified provider of
Invisalign & Lumineers.
|

» Sapphire Whitening!

* Your Dentist is Certified

* In House Financing

* Most Insurance Accepted

e Houston, Texos 77007 e (713) 518-1411

YOUR FAMILY DENTIST

Washington Ave. @ Leverkuhn St.

in Oral Conscious Sedation.

Feeling anxious? Overwhelmed?
Still haven’t found “it"”? Let’s talk.

* Relationships and Family
* Post-Traumatic Stress

+ Depression, Anxiety, Bipolar Disorder

simultaneously. As it turns out, Tee is just as
conscious of fashion as he is passion, as you
can hear on "Louis Vuitton,” “*Agyness Deyn,”
and his remix of Kelly’s “Shoes.”

Mixed gender duo Mynx also dips its
paws into the cookie jar of —
"80s retro electro beats for Mt‘l P{x
its five-track Out of Sight, V&
Out of Mind (wearemynx = I
com) EP. You can satisfy
all of your dancing needs
with the cuts “Kissie Show,”
“Wolfgang Bang,” and the judgmental bra-
vado of the bonus track “I'm So L.A"

Hats off to Jason Antone who deserves
to be crowned the new gay disco god. The
guy can sing, which works in his favor, and
he sings his heart out from start to finish an
his new album Start to Move (Chickie), He's
at his most compelling on straightforward

from page 134

dance-floor sensations
ranging from his admi-
rable reimagining of Tears
For Fears’ “Everybody
Wants to Rule the World"
through moving originals
including the title tune,
“Ooh Ooh Ooh,” “Function,” “Feelin’ You,”
and “How’s Anybody Gonna Love You Like
That.” Beware of “More Than Friends” on
which Antone sounds like he's dommg a Barry
Manilow impersonation

After establishing himself in our col-
|l'['[ IVE AWAreness \\'jl |'|
his 2007 debut full-length
Allnighter, foxy Frenchman
Naommon is back with
Love Is Struggiing (naom
mon.com). Apparently un
able to part with four tracks from that
dise—"Allnighter,” “This Quirk Is Love,”
“You Go to My Head,” and “Make It Right”™
all make reappearances on the new album
As far as the new songs are concerned,
Naommon is at his exotic best on the title
tune, “Shake to the Earthquake,” and ths
bonus cut “You Don't Realize (RMX)."

On Crypto-Superzeit! International
Johann's Face), Aspic Tines (a musical
alias) pay homage to the late, great Klaus
Nomi with a dazzling set of otherworldly
German new wave-inspired tunes. This is
first and foremost a dance record of near-

epic proportions, and songs such as “Music of

the Spheres,” "'\I'L-‘ir Life,”
“Der I‘Lmhl resapt,” “Rocket
Lover,” and a cover of the
Dead Kennedys' “Holiday
in Cambodia” will have you
donning a black turtleneck
and doing vour best to emu-

Gl’nuve'ﬂl.lt Shol‘ts cantinued from page 134

Melody Gardot

My One and Gnly Thrill

W This vocalist's tender age Is immate-

rial in this sophisticated sophomore

‘ collection of tunes largely infused
with Latin rhythms. Her overall style
» 15 delightfully Winehousey without
all the wine, especially on "Your

Heart Is Black as Night." But skip her version of “Over the

Rainhow." Universal Music (vervemusicgroup.com).

The Gary
Chub
This indie trin based in Austin is
gaining ground sharing stages
— with Husker Du's Grant Hart, The
o= == Medications, and other alt artists.
Standouts on this seven-tune EP
are "Damn Machines” and the
instrumental "Freaks Go Forward.” Cedar Fever Records
(fanaticpromotion.com).

LaKisha Jones
So Glad I'm Me

Formerly a Houston resident, this
American Idof semi-finalist shared
the role of Sophia in The Calar Purple
on Broadway with Chaka Khan, so
we'd expect her to have some pipes.
Here she proves it with this solid
collection of R&B tunes, especially with the lush title
song. Elite Music, LLC (elitemusicllc.com)

Swing Out Sister
Beautiful Mess
Shake up a martini and relax with
this venerated Brit duo’s trademark
gasy-going pop jazz. There's some
thing cheesily 'T0s about some cuts
here, including both mixes of “But-
| terfly” and the title tune, but that's
not necessarily a bad thing. Shanachie Entertainment
(swingoutsister.net)

Utada

This is The One

Utadg "% Asian themes provide a gentle

%‘.\ undercurrent for this Japanese pap
"-; superstar, where her last five albums
& all rose to number one; expect this

WS strong set to follow suit. I Rhianna

This Is m and Tori Amos had a baby, she could

provide vocals for *Apple and Cinnamaon.” Island Def Jam

(islandrecords.com).

Margo Reymundo
My Heart's Desire
This Dallas singer/sangwriter pres-

FINE MEXICAN FOOD

(GUADALAJARA

D. Scott Stanley, PhD, LMFT, LPC
281-960-3991 * m-dsco“sta“lay-mm ies,” and to a lesser extent “Atmosphere.” even

58 Campbell Road, Suite 250A, Houston, Texas 770585 e Sy : :
TABS e RO COR oy S im S “ % _I : ; it dabbles in Nomi’s fondness for the operatic v
scott@dscottstaniey.cormm = Fax: 713-467-6532 &

ents jazzy easy listening in English
and Spanish packaged in, as the
label's name implies, 100 percent
recycled bio-friendly materials. We CI..IStOIT‘I Flug Work HOOI"I'I

late Dieter from Sprockets, “Right-On! Galax-

Evening and Weekend Appointments Avarlable

Insurance Accepted

Gregg Shapiro is a past recipient of the annual
OutMusic award that recognizes contributions
by non-musicians in furthering the work of

especially enjoyed the cute little
studio snippets interspersed among the original songs and
handful of covers. Organica Records (organicatunes). B

Wall-to-Wall Carpet . Binding Service

3.784.1180

3130 Rogerdale Rd., Suite 150 = waw.rubinscustomrugs.com

GLBT perforiners.
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ReadOut

by Terri Schlichenmeyer

JAMAIGA'S NO PARADISE

A new memoir set on the island promises much

he picture looked so perfect. You
weren't really looking for a vaca-
tion destination, but the smiling

faces on that poster made yvou want one.
Happy couples on sandy beaches or green
hillsides, astride horses, or with snorkels
over their noses

Romance. Relaxation. Regeneration of
the soul, all promised.

You can't wait. Your bags are packed,
and you're anticipating the time of
vour life,

Have fun. Just don't look too hard
behind any facade because, as you'll see in
The Other Side of Paradise by Staceyann
Chin (Simon & Schuster: Scribner), some
people don't just get handed The Good
Life. They have to fight for it.

Performer and author Staceyann Chin
made her debut two months early. Her
mother, Hazel, who hid the fact that she
was with child, gave birth on the floor of a
rented house in Lottery, Jamaiea, in her
seventh month of pregnancy. The baby's
deaf, elderly grandmother refused to be-
lieve the tiny child would die

“Me just tell evervbody fi keep them
mouth shut because this little gir]l here go-
ing to live and live and live,” she said.

Shortly after giving birth, Hazel left
the infant and her three-year-old brother
with Grandma, and disappeared. Every
one said she had gone to Canada

When Staceyann was barely four vears
old and Grandma could no longer pay the

rent, the trio moved in with relatives

ReadOut Shorts

DNaddy, Papa, and Me
Lesléa Newman
fricycle Press (tricyclepress.com)
Lesleéa Newman (Heather Has Two
Mommies) follows up last month's
\ Mommy, Mama, and Me with a
y s book showing the joy of two-dad
k g families. Beautifully illustrated by
S Garol Thompson, this book is sure
to be a favorite of children and the fathers whe love
them. A great gift or addition to the collection of those
who love children's books, this one will be a classic. It's
wonderful to finally see a book that celebrates gay dads
in their everyday lives. —Review: Ange! Curtis

OADDY, PARA, oy Mg

138 JUNE 2009 QuiSmar

Rhymes and reasons: internationally ac-
claimed out poet, political activist, and
author Staceyann Chin is well known to
poetry aficionados, bringing her command-
ing presence to off-Broadway stages in
New York, poetry workshops in Denmark,
and Russell Simmons’ Def Poetry Jam.

Unele Harold was a policeman. Aunt
June was abusive, especially to Stacey
ann, whom June thought was too willful
Beatings were a common occurrence for
infractions, even as Harold and June’s
own children got away with much of the
same behavior, When Staceyann was 11,
Aunt June had enough and shipped her to
yet another relative, this one in Paradise,
Jamaica

Jut paradise was lacking there. The

house was filthy and :'e'.'|||1|n-Ll_ Staceyvann

Blue Jesus

Tom Edwards

Academy Chicaga Publishers (academychicago.com)

In Appalachian Mountains, circa 1960,

a self-described sissy boy, Buddy,

becomes best friends with a blue boy,

Early, who can sometimes perform

miracles. To Buddy's alarm, Early's dad

SRS [cins to market his son as the "Blue
i Jesus.” Told in Buddy's defiant and very

funmy voice, this novel explores issues around friend-
ship, race, faith, and Nancy Drew. Smart, heartfelt, and
laugh-out-loud funny, it is a new Southern classic. Highly
recommended. —Review: A.C.

learned to sleep wrapped in a sheet to
avoid being raped. School was her only
respite, though she had to hide her life
from classmates. Yet the willfulness never
left her.

It turned to strength

[ struggled with this memoir, because |
enjoved it and | was disappointed in it.

The first part of The Other Side of
Paradise is so beautiful and peaceful. |
absolutely loved the way the dialogue is

written, giving it a perfect island lilt, lush;

g0 vivid, you can almost hear it

The middle of this book is painful but
Il'i‘.l:l||:h.‘m!. Readers will cheer because
we know that author Staceyann Chin is
going to persevere, and her spunkiness is
exactly what we want to see

But the ending of this book disappoint-
ed me. Chin's anger appeared so quickly
that it caught me off-guard. I expected
her revelation of lesbianism, but it felt like
she was daring me to oppose. Everything
up to this point was filled with empow
ered strength and triumph, g0 the venom,
th

l-.'---—:;'.IiLl'i. without-warning harshness

igh justifiable, was a surprise in its

Still. because of the beauty and emo-
tion in this book, | ean't not recommend
it. Just beware that The Other Side of
Paradise 13 |'-I'H||:l|l|'. not a '.'lI.III|| choee for a

vacation read.

lichenmeyer has been reading sinc

s old, and she neve

t a book. She lives on a

g and 11.000 books

How to Live: A Search for Wisdom from Oid
Peopie (While They Are Still on This Earth]
Henry Alford

Twelve (hachettebookgroup.com)

“Thank God you're gay,” advises one of
the over-70 characters whom humorist
Henry Alford interviews for this witty guide
to navigating through life. "What do you
mean?" Alford asks, taken aback. Then
Alford tells us what he thinks it means,
along with lots of clever quotes on aging
and wisdom from the famous and not-so-famous, and riffs
on conversations with his elders, from his mother and step-
father to gay playwright Edward Albee and the fabulous —

ad Fence

. aro;ngh;tglmn Fénpe
 Chain Link Fence
Link Fence
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- 2009 Astrological Readings

The perfect gift for yourself and for the people you care about.
Holiday gift certificates available!

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by QutSmart Readers

LILLY RODDY

O O O O

- T

ASTROLOGER
"y £ “: tﬂ' ]

T Yt »* CT A Y

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

< Past Life Regressions
« Reiki Master

o Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

GIFT CERTIFICATES » CREDIT CARDS

713.529.5842

lillycath@aol.com » www.lillyroddy.com

You'll be surprised how much money
we can save you while using factory
paris ahd guidelines.

Collision"& Mechanical Specialists
FREE Insurance Claim Estimates « Extended Warranty Maintenance

» Expert Collision & Body Work Repairs

» Gertified Tech Mechanical Repair & Maintenance

» Late Model Automobile Rentals

» Lifatime Warranty

* Gourtesy Pickup & Delivery/
Complimentary Customer Shuttle

* Fleet Rates Available

24/7 TOW SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

3414 Sage Road
Houston 77056

Call (713) TOYOTEC

see our website for money saving coupons!

www.ToyoTec.net

“I want to sell my home
without the hassle!"

| understand.

W 713.528.4963
©713.528.1800

mikecopenhaver@ramax.net
www.MikeCopenhaver.com

REAMBX” METRO

2426 Richmond Avenue
Houston, TX 77098




“At its essence,

is about improving quah y

“ore than 20 years of experience
orking with couples, individuals and
families to Strengthen relationships, intimacy and sexuality —
Enhance self-esteem, conhidence and life skills — Treat depression,
arief, anxiety and addictions.

Additional specialties include:
Career and Business Development, Sport Enhancement

| Kristin K. Anderson Ph.D.

. Licensed Psychologist

—\ 9525 Katy Freeway, Suite 200
Houston, Texas 77024
713-263-0400 ext. 203
www.DrKristinAnderson.com

FREE INITIAL PHONE CONSULTATION

FINEYEYEWEAR

3966 Westheimer » Highlond Village
713-622-4411

eyewear collection
_asill

OutSmart Readers’
Choice Award '07 & '08

Afs Voted Best
hair sc;lt:m Halrstyllst

Appointments
& Walk Ins OK!

515l Westheimer 713 524-7858

www. hairsalonhouston.com
Mon. = Fri. 10am - Tam | Sat. 10am - 6pm | Sun. Closed

g eV

Connect Now on
Houston’s hottest chatline!

T:yirfor FREE
713-929-0900

214-447-1100  817-259-0740
512-646-1130  713-929-0900
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Sylvia Miles, whose two Dscar nominations (for Midnight
Cowhoy and Farewell, My Lavely) honored a combined nine
minutes of screen time, (Miles quips, "'0h, look at her,
she’s outrageous,’ they say of me. Well, better that than |
should be in-rage-eous”) —Review: Donalevan Maines

Victor Fleming: An American Movie Master
Michael Sragow
Pantheon Books (pantheonbooks.com)

g Victor Fleming, the legendary director
of The Wizard of 0z, wasn't gay, but his
1 first big star was, according to biographer
| Michael Sragow. On the set of Fleming's
silent-screen “horse opera,” he writes,
there was “raw kidding" between screen

.

2 idol Jack Kerrigan (described as "quite a

lady himself”) and “the ultra-heterosexual cowboy extras
and crew,” but there was also “enough hard-nosed toler-
ance” for everyone to do their jobs. Known in Hollywood as
‘the real Rhett Butler,” Fleming won his Oscar for salvaging
Gone with the Wind after pay director George Cukor was
fired, perhaps in part because of tensions that stemmed
from Clark Gable's brief sexual encounter with Cukor's
friend, openly gay star William Haines. —Review: D.M.

Death Stalks the Night

Cynthia Wakefield

AuthorHouse (authorhouse.com)

Sergeant Erin Brody and a squad of
troopers seek a killer creature stalk-
ing their all-female military base.
Accompanied on the quest by her cat,
Psycho, she finds love with the secre
tive Or. Belinda Duncan. Threats then

compound, including one on Brody's
ywn life, in this adventure filled with humor and
suspense. —Review: A.C

Sprout
Dale Peck
Bloomsbury (bloomsburyusa.com)

DALE PECK | Dale Peck explores the complexities of
being gay in small-town America with
his latest novel, Sprout. Based on his

S oW experences growing up and coming

out in Long Island and Kansas, Sprout is

H a heartbreaking and humoraus coming-

of-age story, This is not an “issue” book,

but an exploration of discovering your identity amid the
sonfusion of high scheol, —Review: Troy Carrington

Kuta Bubbles

Alan Brayne

Llumina Press (llumina.com)

To make a long story short, the drag
queen who narrates this haunting murder
mystery involving Bali “rent boys" and a
closeted customer nearly ruins the story
with extraneous ramblings about his own
life. With help from a good editor, this self-
published author could accomplish his goal
of exploring explosive results when East meets West, and
100r native boy meets rich white man. —Rewiew: D.M. W
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Murder By The Book’s Featured Events
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' July 9:
July 14

Joe Iansdale
Brad Thor
David Morrell/
James Rollins
Jeff Abbott
Daniel Silva

June 1: Alan Bradley
June & Craig Johnson
15: Jeffery Deaver
18 C. J. Box
22: Michael Baden
July 2 Ridley Pearson

For more information or to order signed or imscribed coples, please call or emil!
2342 Rissommet, Howstom, TX 77006 / (713) 524-8597 / www murderbooks. com




Calendaro.rEvents

Compiled by Nancy Ford

A Flashdance of Our Own

HATCH welcomes young and not-so-young to annual prom

Dancing with the HATCH stars: previously held
at the historic Magnolia Ballroom (pictured
here) in downtown Houston, the HATCH Prom
is now presented at Montrose Counseling
Center's GLBT Cultural Center. There, HATCH

to take his male date to hig high school prom, paving the way for other
same-sex teen couples to enjoy that spring teen ritual just as much as

In 1980, Aaron Fricke successfully sued his Rhode Island high school

their opposite-sex peers.

But just because it’s legal doesn’t necessarily make it comfortable. Or
safe. That's the job of HATCH's annual prom.

“The HATCH Prom is a safe space for GLBT youth to have fun with
their peers without worrving about how others will view them,” says
HATCH youth services associate, Jascelyn Tatum. “Youth ¢an bring a date
of their choice, wear clothes of their choice, and feel free to simply have a
good time.”

With its theme “Flashback to the '80s," the 17th annual HATCH Prom,
HATCH’s biggest fundraiser of the year, not only invites teen members of
the highly respected group for LGBT youth and their peers, but welcomes
adults as well. Whether those adults attending the prom are doing so to
give closure to an unpleasant, exclusionary experience from their adoles-
cence, or are simply there to have fun and support “the kids,” the cutcome
is likely to be a positive one.

June 12, 7 p.m. 'til midnight. Montrose Counseling Center, 401 Bra-

nard St. Tickets: $25 for adults; free for apes 13-20. Details: 713/529-3590
® hatchyouth.org. —Nancy Ford

members, staff, and volunteers transform the
meeting room into a festive party spot.

JUNE

FILM E:tremely Shnrts 12: Wnrlﬁ in ﬂlrte I'dlnutes and fouston, the Spy Eye Mews team hits the water
Uﬂﬁ!l‘ e .._"| Howst o I NS } geatre, Jodd Loqurlt

Howar for nollymndT The film program

PERFORMING ARTS

)Iw.:rke unn‘ Smg I

ks Project Callery

Henil Muvles Clnematt( Wurhs from the Meml
nr:hwes 4 3 Picture Sho inder Andrea Grover host

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING:
a few lines of info about your » date/time,; cost;
location/address, organization name, and two phane I| el o s
numbers—one for OuiSmart to reach you for guestions I'.T-."EV Gﬂrd"ens o T
and one for QutSmart readers to get more inlo on your lackie O's eccentric ¢
eyvent. E-man e To; caler 1

\dar@ outsmartmagazine Through June 14.5tages Rep
com, Ma ive To: QutSmart Magazing, 3406 Audubaorn
Place, Houston, TX 77006, Fax meo ra: 713/522-3275
NO LISTINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE

DEADLINE DATE—5 P.M., TUESDAY, JUNE 9. 513-515 juthwes 66 ) Huusion S\flnplmn\r s Target Summer Symphony
Theﬂ'nrrnfﬂurfnrd {‘ﬂegurrs '.’.'-||.| urricane hits ~ Nights features musical masterpieces for sudiences of all —
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: Kevyn Aucoin

ST
yseq eaoy

Kioufiisag dn-ayey

XINB30YSI

make—up desugn

Phone: 713-660-7600
www.35makeup-design.com

yauoa
03se]g 30[

5600 Kirby Dr., Suite S
Houston, TX 77005

Embryolisse Jane Iredale

This Beachy Chic Cottage

DENTISTRY |

RAN, D.D.5

Is Fit For A Queen.

Located on 14" St One Bluck nﬁSeawalI Bivd
and's East End
 Perfect Week End or
. Longer Week Rental
Daily Rates Start at $150

“e Pat Friendly

0 1:
PatSi "'@'Swuddenlmk net

—

Houston'ssfREMIER
Handyman Service

@ H ouston
‘Honey Do>

www.houstonhoneydoicom

d.p. Etlinger, msA

Owner, Business Mange:

Keep Your GORE Tight

(lares

(281) 546-3637
dp@houstonhoneydo.com

Ask about our SCULPTURE!

3801 Kirby | Suite 210 | Houston, Tx
832.338.8091

www.onlinehardcorepilates.com

In Memory of Rudy Munguia
May 3, 1962 ~Apnl 26, 2004

udy Munguia died on April 26, 2009, in the city of

Lincaln, United Kingdom. A funeral was held in
Lincaln on May 1. In addition, a memorial service was
held in Houston.

Rudy was born on May 3, 1962, in Raymondville
Texas, He graduated from Raymondville High School and
attended Texas A& University in Kingsville from '83-'88,
where he was a member of Delta Sigma Pi fraternity.
Rudy moved from Kingsville to San Antonio where he
was employed by Marshall Fields. He then moved to
Houston where he continued with Marshall Fields. Rudy
received a degree from San Jacinto College in 2001
in Interior Design. He held various design positions for
Houston employers including Calico Gorners, Memarial
Galleries, and Lowe's Home Improvement, He moved to
Lincaln, United Kingdom, in Dctober 2007,

Rudy enjoyed hands-on activities invelving househeld
improvements and design. He also enjoyed collecting and
refinishing antique fans and riding his mountain bike.

Rudy is survived by his partner in life, Tom Burley,
and his many family and friends across Texas.

“Thank you for over 12 great years, Mr. Man!

You are loved!”

“DIRECTOR STEPHAN ELLIOTT
UNCORKS A RARE VINTAGE OF LAUGHS!
A COMEDY OF BAD MANNERS
DONE BY EXPERTS!

-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE

o~y 2

Jessica BIEL  Colin FIRTH
Kristin SCOTT THOMAS Ben BARNES

LASY VIPTUL
o Sl

@ WANW SONYCLASSICS COM
\ﬂ;\'} .F'H H HH CLASSICS™

— o,
LI-E:_—‘B’]'":‘ veitritain com/mavies. ~

STARTS FRIDAY JUNE 5™!
LANDMARK'S CINEMARK AT MARKET ST.

RIVER DAKS WODDLANDS
Six Pines Ad. @@ Lake Robbins

2009 W. Gray St
{713) 86-8881 (800} FANDANGO 2117#

ST PIGTRRES CLASSICS and VESTBRITAIN VT YOU T0 ENTER THE EASY VIRTUE
LOKDON EWEEPSTANES. VISIT WWWLEASYVIRTUEFILM.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION.

T
psirianEin cam a0 (icial Rale

pete b
it apple Vsl wee

WWW EASYVIHTUEFI LM.COM
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Jeffrey Forbes
Dffice Manager

Phyllis Randolph Frye:
Transgender and
Intersex Legal Issues

HAVE A FABULOU

www. LiberatingLaw.com

* Read about Phyllis Randolph Frye.
Her bio has been spdated with photes, news artidles,
proceedings and professional publications.

Patricia Canti: Salvador .l Benavidez: Trada Jack.wn
Family Law, Estate Planning, Wills,  Labor and Employment
Divorce Issues, Trests Compliance, Mediation

Immigration Issues,

Criminal Defense
Landlord/Tenant

Visit Qur

Updated
Website!

Frye and
Canty, PLLC

Law Firm

2990 Richmond Ave., Suite 400

GAY PRIDE Houston, TX 77098

Tel: 713-227-1717
Fax: 713-522-2610

www.liberatinglaw.com
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Come Play
This Summer.
Just Add Water!

Island Events are Rebounding!

World-class attractions are open, Ar and entertainment venues ire
putting on productions, Families are playing on the newly renour
ishied besches - lots and lots of beach sand and shore. Attractions

restinrants and shops are ready (0 greel you

Let Hawthorn Suites wt The Victorian Resort be your home
whille playing en the beautiful beaches of Galveston Istand. Eal

B ot award winning restatrants or cook vour own meal in our one

or two bedroom condominium hotel suite, fully fumished with oll
of hame. Have o |||I xo continental break fa
Ilu wihirm 1-! oom or sip coffee on your private patio while watching

dolphins and pelicans cnnse by

HA\X{“]:I HORN

Resort & Conlerence Center

6300 Seawall » Galveston
hawthorn.com « 800.231.6363

Stay Now thru August 20th for
SPECIAL “Come Play this Summer” Rates.

from $129/night 3-night stay

*F ighi minimum. Plns tix, ete. Nof valid kolidays or with any other diveount. Based on availabiity,

Maximum of 2 adules & 3 children, limited time affer. Advance Rexervations Regnired
e Bedeovom Siuite sleeps 5. Valid now thra Anguse 200k 2009,

grs rafer me fo their
tds:and family, wha, in fum,
reder me to their fnends and tamiky.
it how I've gre A

Knapp Chevrulel "
wayne@knappchevy.com

832-661-6907

Let us keep you
e OO S
for the Summer!

Lance Carnal

( Owner

Tejas Air, Inc

Americav A \
§fa4«rmrd \
s - )

832.287.6117 orcer

tejasair@sbeglobal.net www lejasair.com

! THE ELECTRIC C”AIR i

Since 1990

! CUSTOM TATTOOS i

| BODY PIERCING !

Thanks for voting us Houston’s |]
BEST tattoo & piercing studio !

$10. OFF W/ AD !
I 8722 Richmond Ave. @ Fondren |

I www.electricchair.cc ?13-?806500}

8, 20, 26-27, 8pm. Miller Outdoor Theatre in
100 Concert Drive. Free. milleroutdoortheatre
com » 281,/373-3386

Kld Rm:ll aml lynyrd Slwn]rrl!

ithia '.’ s

PERFORMII EARTS
For Young PeoPle
Snunds Like Fun! Hoi s 1y presents family-focusec

0N aymp

Fimlilf Fun Films will\h”l‘olp §tars. N

RADIO

After Hours: Queer Radie with Attitude fcatures th

QHeer Iﬂ’ni:ej, [

Valnerable Ecologies. Eritish sculptor Susan Stockwel
erydles computers into delicate architecture. The ’.'Z" L
Tid |...:|---'-: 53 Montrose. artleague

P.rn;ert R‘aﬂ' Hnuses Home. Space. Place.
featured artis xplore ideas regarding identity, cufture
I es, erance in the 1 ard netghborhoad
igh June 21, 2505 _"_-" Holman 5t projectrowhous
org = 113/ 526- 7ok
Beathtnwn
uilt se

Introducing

HOUSTON'S FIRST COUTURE GREEN HOMES

— |N THE HEART OF MONTROSE

1212 21216 Hyde Park Blvd.

Two LEED® Certified
3500 sqg. ft. Single Family Homes
with Breathtaking Design
and Progressive Features.

= Exquisite living/dining/kitchen areas with
open floor plan for those wha love ta
enteriain.

« Sleek modern poaol. large femaces and
abundant private green space.

« Top-of-the-ling designer kitchens and baths
with European styling and details.

* Innovalive design by Award-winning
Architeciural Firm Collaborative Designworks.

COMING SOON IN 2009

Inquiries:

_ _ o Corsel {o) 281-888-7970
— o : 4 (c) 832-279-8864
info@urbantreesdevelopers.com

The Secrets Out!

FORREST LAKE TOWNHOMES

Conveniently located near Oak Forest - 92% owner occupied
Large & affordable homes - 22-acre park setting - Olympic size pool
Tennis courts - Beautiful lake - On-site security & maintenance
A truly unique Houston community!

www.ForrestLake.com
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This is Phantom
Mask #5!

Win two
free tickets

to Broadway Across America's
production of Andrew Lloyd Webber's

The Phantom of the Opera
directed by Harold Prince

Win 2 tickets to the opening night
performance of Phantom. Find the other

4 phantom mask logos (like the one above)
on 5 ads |ocated throughout the June issue
of OutSmart. Go to OutSmartMagazine.com,
click on the phantom link, and tell us on
what page the ads are located. We will notify
five lucky winners by phone. Good luck!

(JutvSmart

Octavio Barrios, MD
Board Certified Family Practice

www.dociorbharrios. Cor

Montrose Location
15 ¥Years Expenence
Primary Care
in Houston Arca

MAlost Insurances Accepted

By Appomntment Only

Bomnd Certified «» Americen Boars

Member - Amsnican Acadsnry of SIS
Prsadena
Monday, Wednesday, Thisrsday:

Houston - Montrose
Tuesday, Fridoy:

“ Commercial
i Residential
Remodel

Repair

713.956.7733
www.LarryFrench.net
Tankless Water Heater Spe
...also Contract & Rel

009 QutSmart
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June 30 Benefits Galveston Historical Foundation. Tickets: $10.

galvestonhistory org

Literally Fiynramfe. The

rmnernwos ﬂrrfurme.ﬂusses Aninsigh

the retab o, small o

Muser

35 WOTKS. II.. jgh July 26, Muse

-.~.--||I|r-‘l mian.org = 713/63

blaftergaliery.org = 713/743-9971
The Nature of Btnlnnds Exhibit
\.JI|\I'|III||I bro

Wnys n.f Seeing Pkotography of Ishimote Yasuhiro

00 photographs

l."l| e

Terra Cofta Il-’ﬂrrmrs Gunrdrans of c#ﬁll'll' s Hrsl'

Emperar' il .n

One Hermar Ie
Par.ﬂmm Kemah rt
risls recepl

Norﬂ’l t.nuks Soum lundfng a !elm Amemtrn lrr

Cn.ﬁ'edtom

many aspects of the human figure

v Yashuhiro was considered

HIV Testing. Free HIV testr
required or reqt

Property Services

Air Conditioning
& Heating
Furnace « Evaporator » Condenser
And All Necessary Materials To

Properly Install Equipment
4 Ton System / Gas Furnace

P

Equipment Change-Outs
From $5000.00

281-330-4284

TACL B11222E

discusses German expressionist art
2mporary Arts Museum Houston, 5216
3. camhb.org » 713/284-8250

DAILY

Daily (Mon.-Fri.)
..|.I|| u-u..urdu- fonatio

2015 Thomas S 7 3-4]

|II 1 Senvices offers free
g the OraQuick-A
able within 20 minu
b ALL Star NEws anp Vipeo
yod, 4-8pm, GeokrGE SPORTS
AYS: 611 Hyoe Papk Pus,

3100 Fanmin, 4-8pm. »

e P |||----'-- |-.
i3 C ue Hmsrz

Tam-5pm. 7

Dally (Sun -Fri.)
HIV ‘lestmg. ] Parenthood offers free anonymous
t ons [Ir- ighot

Weekly (Sundays)
The Women's Grnup A femunist gr |-| for all womer
e each woman defir

feminism) hosts 3 new

) \-’Iv«'eelkl-;r (Tue'idays)
I-Inuslnll Rnllel Berby Rec League. °

W-eek-iy (Thursdays)
GI.BT andlv Depressinn & Blpolar Suppnrt Gmup

“our Neighberhees
Rlanely; Man®

Interior/Exterior Painting

Decks
Patios

Fences

Monthly (4th Sat.)
TGSuppnrtGrnup.l XA .mr.n' ’|I1r]1-u xual S |||\. i

]"' i
g 6, bpm Ons act o e Lounseling
er, 401 Bramard. Registration: 713/529-00
Weekly (Sun Wed Wi Sat b]

Luvaand Rackets. Houst :
Ik |'|||"\ll.

+ clinics, @

, ext identifying Ing atra
transhouston.com = 713

Significant othe_rs. Tt

ering transition -4pm. TG

shouston.com » 713/520

53 per se oustontennisclub.org
Bfweekly (an & 4th Wed.)

Heights Fun llun
City of Hnustml TransG ender Task Foree b ‘

)JI. un

Biweekly (2nd & 4th Fri.)
T:ansgeuder !udtlhlst Meﬂnlatmn Group offers a tra

7 (Sun. )

III'lJ1l mieditation
| Al - Fargo. trans
l-.l‘rfln'.'::-"' 10-8 13 (5at.)
5emlmol‘lthh|’ {2 nd Tues. & 4th Sat.) Safe Sthouls 'Cultwatm] Itespect' (&rtiﬁ(alion Pro-

gram. PFLA {... |.|.-_- nembers 1o go
QIre .|\. [}

bullying

SnmeTransgendersArel:uys STAG) I @ fachtated group

it I-||
24 (Wed )
Leshian Dinner Gruup !

Monthly (‘IstSun). i hirich :
Hm!mg \"our\mlce PFLAG Houston's speake 3

IJrg Building, 55

Monthiy (3rd 5ul1 )
I.CIAF Meet and Greet. | ;
ies/fellowship; bring sor 4 e

Monthly (2nd Tues )
Free I.egal Consultations for PW&; Al

Houston and Katine & Nechman

27 (Sat.)
lation Weather Pmneer Daf Learn about H

it free [ d varne

e Free, waresearch

PLANNING AHEAD

Aug. 4-Sept. 17
(Applications due June 15)
He ust Museurn Houston needs vol

whn.com = /13/¢ (
Mnnthly {Srd Thurd b]

Houstor

nsCopal !l:: .'-.-.u-' ar r-_u---

Hanth (1st Fri.)
Trans;ender Sotiai rand a movie and/or games

ouston.com = 713/520-858
MO!‘I“‘H‘!’ (lst Sat. )
Flrsl Salurday Irts Marllet ocal artists di

ch I- Free val oy
Monthly (2nd Sat. )
Setuml Saturdays al WII“E! SL Sindlns 'I nd hang

I the siL 8

A Pramiers Clagning Sarvice sipce 1989

- Family owned and operoled

- Move in-out/Qrganizing

- Spedialists in detoil cleaning

- Weekly, bi-monthly, one-time
- Travel in team with supervisor
- Packing or unpacking for relocating
- Bonded & insured for your protection

- English speoking manager alwoys on site

YOU OWE YOURSELF
A PROFESSIONAL
HOME CLEANING SERVICE

Free estimate by phone

713.664.9911

OO+ NOW W=~

SunsetBody Works

809 T:exas Avenue #206
» Houston, TX 77002
713-223-5900
SunsetBodyWorks.com

OLYMPIAN
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
BARBER

Home Serwices
Serving Houston Since 1979

* Custom Repair
& Remodeling

e Restoration

Office: 713-884-9288
John: 832-661-7171
Gary: 713-825-0856
orthogm@yahoo.com
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Photos by Dalton DeHart

Bayou City Women's Chorus
AFRICA — A Night of
Celebration on May 19, §

12220 Murphy Road FREE DELIVERY!
Call 281-575-8500

THE CURE FOR

ECTILE E DISFUNCTION
G%?EEREE WIRELESS AIR CARD

Call for details.
Stay connected on th

e road and at home!

L-_'[_'\'.| Natice

There 15 a proposed class action
Settlement with Abbott Laboratories
(“Abbott™)  involving  the  drug
Norvir. The lawsuit is called In re
Abborr Laboratories Norvir Antitrust
Litigarion, Docket No. 04-CV-1511-
CW, pending in the U.S. District Court
for the Northern District of Califomia
I'his notice summarizes your rights and
options, Maore information is available
in & detailed notice described below.

What is Norvir?
Norvir is the brand name for ritonavir,
a drug manufactured by Abbotl. It 1s

routinely used as a booster to drugs
called protease inhibitors, used to treat
infect Inh\ the HIV virus.

What is the Case About?
The lawsuit claims that  Abbott

unlawfully raised the wholesale

Norvir by 400% in an attempt to restrict
competition in the market for protease
inhibitors. The lawsuit asked the Coun
toaward money damages and injunctive
relief. Abbott claims that a) the price

increase reflected Norvir's changed use
from a high-dose protease inhibitor o o
low-dose booster; b) most patients saw

no change in ther oul-of-poc ket costs:
and ¢} the current price of Norvir is

sonable. Abbott also denies that the
:\1..-.- increase had any

gative unpact
on competition, However, “L'.I partics
have agreed to settle the lawsuit,

Am | Included in the Class Action?

You are a member of the Individual
Class (¢ ]
* Purchas | for Norvir for use as

1 booster o other protease inhibators
*The Norvir was intended for
consumption by yowrsell or your
farmiiy: and
* You paid all or part of the cost of
Norvir between December 3, 2003 «
July 30, 2008
The proposed Settlemen
i Third-Party Payor Cl
such  as  insurance o

| also includes

employee benefit funds

reimbursed people for

Norvir

What Does the Proposed
Settlement Provide?
To settle the lawsuit, Abbott has

areed

to pay $10 million, $14.375 million, or
£27.5 million. The amount Abbott will
pay depends upon the outcome of an

appe 1l pending before the United States
| Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit
If Abbott pays $10 million, then this

ce o

If You Are A Consumer Who Purchased Norvir,
A Proposed Class Action Settlement May Affect Your Rights.

amount, net of allowed attorneys’ fees
.l_llll COsts, will be distributed to charities
involved in the treatment and prevention
of HIV and AIDS, and no separate
fund will be made available o Class
Members

If Abboit pays $14.375 million or
£27.5 million, then ether amount, net
of attorneys’ fees and costs, will be
distributed as follows: (1) thirty percent
(30%) will be paid to (a) Individual
Class Members (consumers) residing
in California, and (b) Institutional Class
Members { TPPs) who have reimbursed
or patd 1 whole or in part for the cost
of Norvir for individuals residing in
Califormia during the Settlement Class
Period; and (2) seventy percent (70%)
will be distributed to charities involved
in the treatmen! and prevention of
HIV and AIDS Attorneys fees and
CXpEnscs w ill be deducted before any

of the above distributions

What Are My Legal Rights?

* If you wish to remain a member

of the Class, vou do not have 1o
do anything. You will be bound by
e sions in the case
and cannot ¢ it for any of the
claims in this lawsuit in the future
However, il you are an Individual
Class Member who is a California
resident or an Institutional
Class Member who purchased
Norvir on behalfl of a California
resident, and wish to be eligible
for a settlement distribution should
funds become available, you must
complete a confidential registration
statement available by calling the
number below or by visiting www.
NorvirClassA ction.com. This form
must he postmarked no later than
July 24, 2009,
If you do not wish to be a member
of the Class, you must send a letter

requesting to be excluded, Your letter
must be postmarked on or before July
24, 2009, If you exclude yourself,
you may be able to sue Abbott on your
own, However, you will not be able
to file a claim for money that 1s made
tvatlable as the result of this lawsuit
If vou wish to ohject or comment on
the lawsuit or appear in the Lawsuit,
_ii\l|f '_-_'-4:|,'\{ must |"\; m w rlIIIl!_' and
postmarked no later than July 24,
2009

The Court has appointed Counsel to
represent all Class Members, but you
mixy hire your own atiormey at your own
cost, if you wish,

For a Detailed Notice or More Information
| Call toll-free: 1-877-625-9425 (Se Habla Espafiol)

or Visit: www.NorvirClassAction.com

Or Write: Norvir Settlement Claims Administrator
c¢/o Rust Consulting Inc., P.O. Box 24784, West Palm Beach, FL 33416

Bar'ber' & Styling
Barber & Beauty Shop

Operating Hours
Tues - Fri 10am - Gpm
| Saturday 10am - Jpm

= Frae adult beverages & sofl drinks

» Complimentary neck and
shoulder message
» Qer 37 years of experience

713-869-1813

6215 Washington Ave
Houston TX 77007

Weleoming
Robert
Munluumery

b

Mmumm“

Call Jeaniz Karson 713-868-1813
pshopkins1976@ att net

SCHOOL OF \I\\W E

Enrolling now for Day and Night Classes
— Slarting August 10, 2009

Clases en Espaiol

Intern Massage 1hr/$35, 1.5hrs/$50

Affordable rates/Financing Available




Photos by Dalton DeHart

Lady Bunny at
Guava Lamp's
10" Anniversary
Party on May 9.

Unity Banquet 2009 on May 2.

/S right.

It's a buyer's market so take
advantage of the low mortgage rates!
Rates are extremely low and now is
the best time to buy your new home
or refinance your existing one,

« Refinance
* Home "_:iiI ]
« [eht Consolidation

= New Caonstruction

Call 832-541-1103

cody.gnzzoffi@bankofamenca.com

www.codygrizzoffi.com

Bankof America %> o)
Home Loans —

As

scaping and Design, Inc.
& & Contractors
www.ajslandscaping.com | 713.957.0449

June at Creative Life

“We are rooted in the One, which
produces limitless variety. Therefore,
God is uniquely individual and uniquely

persanal to each one of us ...
We are the self-knowingness of God
at the love of whatever we are.”
—ERNEST HOLMES, The Science of Mind

Celebrations
9:30 and | lam Sundays + 7pm Wednesdays
with founding minister Jesse Jennings

Forrest Yoga
Tuesdays at 5:15pm = §15

The Good Life

group meditaton and book discussion
Wednesdays at 5:15pm = donation

Summer Solstice dance & musicale
Friday, June 26, dance 6pm, show 7:30pm
tickets $10

CREATIVE LIFE
SPIRITUAL CENTER

Teaching ond living the Scence of Mind since | $85
5326 Spring-Stucbner Road in Spring, Texas
exit TOA westhound from 145, or ke Gosling
sorth from The Yoodlands
infofcreativelife.org + (181) 350-5157
Email us to receive our weekly event updates!

Be sure to fly your flag on Flag Day, June 14th and on the 4th of July!

L [} #

Y TR :
David Bowers, Reartor
The House Company

linsX 409/771-4637
oMY gavid@davidbowers.com

= 281.667.3648
1987 W TC Jester Blvd
www.Body3Fit.com

| "ﬁﬂﬁe'
.- ca help

= U \lcf;
.I;..\"’ ?_-lv_
| 0k |

training | gym | boot camp

SIZe US up M) FREE

- training
Body3Fit.com sessions

ITTTEELE
TTIT LT

rdEsasEREsRdERRR BRI RRRORBRERS
I IR EENEN NN N NN RNORRERIRS
ssessmss CESeEESNEENEEENY el
ITTRITR LT FAsEESBERESIRABN TIITTTTY]

STERLING McCALL
ANACURA

Mike Chan
Direct: 713.596.2365
MChan@sterlingMcCallAcura.com

Come Qut and Be Yourself
at Sterling McCall Acura

713.596.2300

10455 Southwest Freeway » Houston, TX 77074

www.SterlingMcCallAcura.com
as! @

STERLING McCALL

MACURA

anpd ..nm‘l*
pajg siyBray

MAINTENANCE
3-863.8255

Memaorial Drive

Allon Parkoway

= State-of-the-Art Automotive
Repair Facility

= Mechanics Specialize in Both
Import & Domestic Uehicles

= Quality, Reliable and Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

» Centrally Located with Immediate
Access to I-10 and Memorial
Dr/Allen Parkway

» Guaranteed Parts & Services

13- 457-09%°

" AUTOMOTIVE
=il SERVICE
EXCELLENCE

Monday - Friday 7am - Bpm
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nounced the launch of the c
Them Hope Now" campaign supporting the Hetrick-
Martin Institute, home of the Harvey Milk school in
New York City. The anline campaign, which run's
through November, aims to raise $500,000 to
fund HMI's work with LGBT and guestioning youth
Details: givethemhopenow.org

hing gant's '

SPEAKING OF LEVI'S Wells Fargo, along with Le
Brand, were both honored by the Gay & Les
Alliance Against Defamation for their commitment
The two compar

n N New York

to gay-inclusive advertising
were honored at a May 18

City at which time GLAAD annou

d the launch

all forms of

sentations af the LGE

“Dmmunity or

curs.” Details

accurate

n when defamation oc

demand act

glaad.org

LEGAL AIDS M
partners at ks

nsultation by appoin
et on the

HeightsiDesmatologypRahes

second Tues

General Dermatology  Com
n Cancer Defection  Las

etic Dermatology

2120 Ashland @ West
Houston, Texas 77008

Tl

Mohs Micrographic Su _
exion Enr
Hoir Rem
in Cancer Surgery 0TC {/Wrinkle

 Face Vein

s open to any HIV-positive dual from
the Houst
tion is recommended .jl,_-rl'lg a consultation, Katine
& Nechman LL.P. says it will take steps when ap-
plicable or make re

area seeking free counsel, If any ac

offices, ncluding

| East Texas Legal Clinic
/BO8-1000

am and

ON THE MOVE Metaphysical Matrix has moved
: 50 W, Alabama, offering

5, Slatues ks, singing

to s new

Even more Incense candl

SWEET CHARITY AND MORE Des:
Bakery & C

former tuckec

gship stare from its
1y location to a more: accessible
y

ner Sara

benefiting the hospi
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Extraordinar
) Extraordinary RESULTS!

Buying, selling or leasing,
please remember me for all
vour real estate needs.

713.582.2202

www.LynetteLew.com
Lynette@ LynetteLew.com

@ Prudential
Shtods: ¢
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Al . Pl ivsmgiverd makomak of The i E
Aot | et anuder fomree. Fapind | kanimg {ypestinn

ta invest in real estate. “Rates are extramely low,
and now is the best time to buy your new home
or refinance your existing one,” Cody Gnizzoffi say:

GCrizzoffi Is @ senior m

tgage loan officer with

Bank of America Home Loe erly known as
Countrywide Home Loans. Details: codygrizzoffi
10%
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Residential & Commercial REALTOR®
Accredited Luxury Home Specialist

y SERVICE ...

.
l,nnilﬂ pil’k?r continued from pa

families,” she says. “They taught me to
he straightforward and to always tell the

truth.” She was particularly impressed
that her father paid off all his debts and
restored his full credit after losing his

of her life. “But T want people to be able
to get to know me,” she says, “and all my
experiences make me what | am. I come as
a complete package.”

In keeping with that sense of candor,
Parker reveals that her father, Les Parker,
is her adoptive father. *“My parents were

fishing camp.

“My grandmothers and
my mother were all strong,
working women with their
own careers, and they were
wonderful role models,” Park-
er adds. But she feels that
unreasonable expectations
are often placed on women,

and the role
of women in
society 1s an
issue close to Houston mayor's race,
her heart.
Parker saw many bright,
upper-middle-class female
students at Rice suffer with
bulimia and anorexia. She
herself experienced violence
from an abusive girlfriend,

ANNISE

< PARKER

FOR HOUSTON

Earning your vote

2009: the 21st-century candi-
date used online technology to ] COKTRIBUTE!
announce her candidacy in the :

[ 3 !ﬂ_———_

HOUSTON

SPEAKS

When a professional col-

league was accused of sexual harassment
by another female employee, Parker stood
up for her—explaining to their boss that
the two women had once been lesbian
partners—and the charges were dropped.
Now she reaches out to help young girls
and women understand that they can over-
come social fears and neurotic behavior
and escape abusive relationships.

Current Invelvements

Active in the Houston commumity,

Parker currently serves on the board of
directors of the Holocaust Museum Hous-
ton and Girls Inc. She is also a member
of the advisory boards of the Houston Zoa,
the Montrose Counseling Center, Bering
Omega Community Services, and Trees
for Houston. She is a past recipient of

the Good Brick Award from the Greater
Houston Preservation Alliance for her
restoration of historic properties in the
Old Sixth Ward. In 1990, Parker was
named female grand marshal of Houston's
annual Pride Parade

Recently Parker gave many of her
personal papers to the Women's Archive at
the University of Houston. The same ar-
chive houses papers from the late Eleanor
Tinsley and former Houston Mayor Kathy
Whitmire.

Parker's opposition is unlikely to dig
up anything from her past that she has
not already publicly revealed. She admits
that she sometimes stresses her campaign
staff by her willingness to share details

high school classmates who married, but
they divorced when I was one and a half
years old,” she says. “My mother remar-
ried when I was three years old, and my
stepfather adopted me when [ was 12, and
my name was legally changed. He was

a wonderful father to me and my sister.”
Parker says that her birth father is still
alive and lives in Central Texas. *I'm the
spitting image of him,” she says. Except
for that information, she retains a strong
sense of personal privacy on the subject.

The Important Role of Local Government
“I love local government,” Parker says.
“Local government has to work. It has

to [;lru{lum- every ft;l_‘.'. The water has to
flow; the trash has to be picked up; the
traffic signals have to function, A city is
like a living organism. All the parts have
to mesh. And when they do, it's a great
feeling.”

*arker says she loves to identify a
problem, find an answer, and implement
the solution. She is especially proud of
ereating the eity’s $20 million Rainy Day
Fund. “Austin and Washington are about
keeping the other guys from doing things,”
she says, "but city government is about fix-
ing things. As a Council member, I worked
on a whole range of quality-of-life 1ssues.
As City Controller, I've strongly endorsed
the use of technology.” She recently imple-
mented a paperless payroll system

The most frustrating thing for Parker
about local government i8 the pace of

change. “When | was in the private sector
and we wanted to do something, it was
done instantly,” she says. “But a city is
a big bureauracracy, with a lot of stake-
holders, and it can take a long time to get
things done.”

“The number one issue for this city
now is the economy,” Parker
says, “We need a mayor who
can manage the city in the
current economy. We need
someone who doesn’t have
to undergo a learning curve,
someone who can maintain
our forward movement,
someone who can manage to
P the bottom line. No one else
in this race has the depth of
experience that I have, I have
experience in the private sec-
tor: [ owned a small business;
I served on civie associations;
and I've worked for 12 years
in city government.”

Parker is

advocaey of such issues as

known for her

jobs ereation, light rail tran-
sit, alternative energy, the
Houston Police Academy, historie preser
vation, city parks, after-school programs,
libraries, low-rent apartment ordinances,
crime prevention, and pellution control.
“Houston is an open, vibrant, global city,”
she says. “We are a big cosmopolitan place
where people from all kinds of cultures and
backgrounds can mix and be successful

“T have enjoyed being the City Control-
ler for the past six years,” Parker reflects,
“but it'’s an administrative job. I have
missed being able to have a direct impact
on my constituents. | look forward to the
possibility of being Houston's next mayor
and hvn‘_—\l_{ able to meet the needs of the
citizens of Houston, rather than the City
of Houston.”

“I've always given 100 percent of myself
to my jobs as a Couneil member and as
City Controller,” she says, “and I've always
made myself available to explain why I've
made the decisions ['ve made and to be ac-
countable for those decisions.”

From the days when she was a shy
little girl in Spring Branch up to her
current role as City Controller, Annise
Parker has consistently proven the power
of human determination and perseverance,
If elected mayor of Houston this coming
November, she would become the highest
ranking openly LGBT-elected municipal
officeholder in the United States.

Brandan Wolf also writes about Preserving
Houston's LGBT History and the Houston
Transgender Archives in this issue of OutSmart
magazine,

OutSmart
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* ACCOMMODATIONS

RAINBOW RANCH
CAMPGROUND
AND RV PARK
Texas Largest GLBT

mpground.
Cabins, RV Sites,
Tenting, Lake,
Pavilion, Pool, Fishing, Boating, etc.
rainbowranch.net *888.875.75%

in? . RVTENTING
«® CAMPGROUND
Y RV Hookups

936/894-2030
RockinRRanch.net

Great Home Base Rates
Large Pool, Bath Houses/Laundry

6 miles West of TX Ren Festival
“ANNOUNCEMENT

There IS life outside the loop! Morthwest
comer is a new soclal & clvic group for
GLBTs living outside the northwest ar
of Loop 610. Visit NWCornar.org for more
Information.

'I!l]l!H ﬂEl[ﬁSE!SﬁlE

-': Four rednecks and &

% funeral . What should &
white, Insh Catholic wear
to his black, ge
tamily funeral?
A gun if he's smart
I\ calpress.com
practical_purposes.

- BUSIHESS OPPORTUNITY

ARE YOU CURRENTLY GETTING PAID
WHATYOURWORTH? We offer you a chance
1o be in business for yourself, but not b
sell. Find out more www.velmaur.com

*CHURCHES/SPIRITUALITY

¥ your

Nichiren Buddhist
Sangha of Texas
713.429.1274

Services Wed. 8pm and Sun, Sam
Beginners Classes & Dharma Talk
www.nichiren-shu.org/houston

« CLEANING/MAID SERVICE

| KAEHLER CLEANING
SERVICE since 1995

continually fhe basi®
Residantiol & Commencial

Gary Jus-:ep'h'
Oowner -

832.496.9246

154 JUME 2009 OutSmart

* EMPLOYMENT

VIDEOGRAPHER/DIGITAL EDITOR NEED-
ED. Looking for lesbian or bisexual femme for

creative side of adult woman websile. Salary
and hours negotiable. Contact Frankie Taylor
21st Century Studio: 832/409-3090

- MASSAGE

713.305.8025
SuperbTouch.com

Cidasse Leaaoricre
“In T.he ngms
Metturity and experience. Greal rates. Relaxing
therapeutic 1 g in private studio in
9 pm weekdays and

weekan ym. Call for appaintmant,
Byron 713/202-9786. Visit my website at
classicmas m 4 hands avaliable

MasSsane THerapy
DEep TISSUE » SWeDIsH

REIEIEHT RMT
[713] 824-6230

www.twinpix.com/robert

- MASSAGE

Ken Claude, LMT
113.240.9598

MASSAGE * Therapeutic * Relaxing « Ron
Howell, Registered Massage Therapist « In
or Qut Calls » 7 Days » Noon-Midnight « Mast
insurance accepted, 713/225-0231

MASSAGE
THERAPY
LAMARR-LMT
SPORTS/DEEP TISSUE
DOWNTOWN

5 ‘- 3 1 -I...
3.3 7T, |9 B
FAMARR.MASSAGE@
EARTHLINK . NEX

MABIC ;lANﬁ;s: "
281/804-8027

David Crawford, Lmt
281.658.3565

- MASSAGE

LifeStyle Massage
610 & Bulfalo Specdway
call, text, email

713.515.2882

kenton.alan@yah;mmm

ROMAN BODY
Massage

New Waebsite:
Romanbody.com
Deep Tissue
Swedish ® Body Mud
Voted One of the
BEST Massage
Therapists 2008
Brian, LMT, ii Reiki
713.806.2199

Larry Carter wur
713.876.8899

Therapeutic
Massage
Swedish

Deep
Tissue

 Senlient Beings Massag
1, InfOut Calls |
"% Therapeutic Massage

832.282.0326

- MASSAGE

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Tall,
muscular, masculing, State Licensed. AMTA
Certified. 14 yrs experience. Incredible, full
body, high energy, lofal releas
Innerlcap. $75Mr. Mike 713/963-8603,

CITIFIED MASSAGE
* 10 years experience
* Deep tissue Swedish

* Shiatsu & Sensual
* Montrose Location
214-604-5078
InfOut calls available

Jason McLay, LMT
832.405.0134

www.HalcyonLanding.com

BODY MASSAGE

713-942-2399
Roland, aur

ull Body * Feal ﬁm;‘he

Centrally Located
+ Qutcalls -

+ 7 Days/Evenings
Ll

AN S AMC acoactedl

Reward Yourself

A NICE TOUCH, RE-
LAXATION OF BODY
AND MIND BY

LEE:

Cantrally

832.978. 701?

- MASSAGE

Cuoice Awanps WiNnca
Best Massace Tucaapir ‘00

Louis Zamora...
832978 = 6161

LMT

» Aromatherapy
'PaulRMT@att.n
| _281 82?-2908

T\'Idbbd;.,t‘

FLEMING. Lyt
832.788.0044

» MASSAGE

HEALING HANDS. Caring & healing hands
with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage, Balanc-
ing your life by restoring llow & energy. Peace-
ful, refaxing & rejuvenating for fotal health,

4

Professional massage calls only, RMT#2233,
Howard Kanelakos 713%528-6174

EXOTIC INDIAN
SENSUAL SWEDISH |
*Central Location
“Shower Available
IndiaMassage.Net

713-277-8836 |

MASSAGE BY DAN. Private-Descreet. In calls
only. Montrose focation. 713/857-1008

- PERSONAL TRAINER
When you need a
Personal Trainer

Call David
713.240.5508

| offer in-home visits for seniors

= POOL COMPANY

- REAL ESTATE/FOR LEASE
WESTEURY SQUARE TOWNHOME, 2 Sed-

R ,uAn. Burdine

call 713/816-785¢
+ REMODELING/REPAIRS
NO JOB FREE

= SALES/AUTOD

1997 Volkswagen Cabrio Highline Con-
vertible. 5 speed, 104,000 miles, Very de-
per e, with new clutch, brakes, lires,
exhaust system, valid stickers and much
more. Needs new top. $2000 OBO. Nancy,
281/772-2286

- SERVICES

MANSCAPING IN MONTROSE. Body Waxing
and Grooming Services. For Men Only. Same
Private Location for B Years, Rates and Ap-
pointments: Dale at manscaping @aol.com

CALL-CRUISE
BONNEGT

=)

Listen & Reply to Ads FREE!

Houston

713.225.5500
FREE code 4709
CALL NOW!

For other cities call

(888) MegaMates

- TAROT CARD READING

GAY READINGS FDF{ LGEITIC PEOPLE
from Bill O'Rourt g lar iurm. Fun
flirty, accurate p d advice

Physically be

Montrosal 713/864- u.j.'

- TRAVEL

VERIFIED

A",

30 words o
36 per issue
secure website at

Or FAX it 713/522-327

SHEETROCK REPAIRS » WALLPAPER REMOVAL ALDIT CIRCULATION

I: . 3 -TE!TUEES'BGQSGTW wewrw verifiedaudic com
MARKETPLACE AD RATES
Marketplace Classifieds are per column inch. Column inch width is 1. 888. Word line ads are

plus $1 per additional word and 50 ¢
have your classified ad appear on our website. A
www.CutSmarthagazine.com

Marketplace 1 Month 3 Month 6 Month 12 Month
Color Boxed Ad perinch 368 564 $59 §55
B/W Boxed Ad perinch &51 548 46 543
30-Word Line Ad 536 §33 830 528

Deadline: June 15 for the July Issue. Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX, or Discover.
5. Sorry, we do not bill. Mail ad & payme

ts for all words in bold. Add additional
ds can also be placed on our

tto: QutSmart 3406 Audubon,
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ACCOMMODATIONS

B

fuk Canter for Religious Telerance

Hampton Inn
A500 Post Oak Parkway.. ..

Galveston Vacation Rental

713/871-3911

. 903/316-0596

Gah-ss fon Saashall Ge:awa\rs
galvestonseashellgetaways com 409/939-1251

The Victorian Condo/Hotel

6300 Seawall/Galveston............ 800/231-6363
AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

Tejas Alr

e BR22RT-B117
Knnn\r Walker M: !t. Services
. 2B1/330-4784

e APHRIM HTS{.&PT lD(ﬁTDIIS
2125 Yale Luxury nparqmenls
2125 Yale SL..

Houston ﬁpadmanl Locat
Brandon WIlSOn . .. e 281 /5072420

Darlita Washinglon ... ce . 832/ 212-5061

Legacy Al Memorial
5131 Memorial CT. .onnimne

Piney Creek Apartments
G100 WesthEimer... i

ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy Astrology

- T13/864-2125

877/554-7437

713/781-5685

.~ T13/529-5842

.Q_TTI]IINE\'S}'LEGM. SEFWICES
The Doan Law Firm, Jimmy Doan
One Greenway Plaza, Suite 100. 713/600-4747
The Law Office of Matthew D. Sharp
1017 Heights Bivd e d 13/ 226-8800
Frye and Cantu, PLLC Law Firm
liberatinglaw.com....... . 1132271717
Jim Evans/Law Qffice of David L, Froneberger
444 W. Pasadena Blvd .............. 281/542-7500
Phillip N. Slaughter, Attorney at Law
B20 Richmond ... cosmies T13/553-0009
Vethan Law Firm
1509 Baldwin - 113(526-2222
Sam M. (Trey) Yates, Attorney a1 Law
§225 Katy Freeway, #£550 713/932-1177

21510 Kingsland Blvd., Katy ....... 713/528-9523

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
Ron's Downtown Auto Service
2701 Baghy ... 713/520-0310

Tech Auto Malnlenance

57 Waugh Drive ...
Toyolec

3414 Sage Road.. . 113/869-6832

AUTOMOTIVE SALES _
Advantage BMW/Midtown
2101 San Jacinto & Gray. ...
Joe Myers Toyota/Edwin Cruz
19010 NW Frvy !
Knapp Ch evrnlan"ﬂayna Le Du
815 Houston Ave.

Legacy Ford Lincoin Mercury
27225 Southwest Frwy.... ... B32/5771-9280
Planet Ford 20403 [-45 North

Rudy Gonzalez/Service. .............B88/251-9135
Scott Sprouse/Sales 281465 3804
Sand Dollar AutoPlex/John Nagy

8020 Broadway, Galveston..........409/744-571]
Sterling McCall Agura/Mike Ghan

10455 Southwest Fwy ... T15/596-2300

—_ BARBERSHOPS _

Olympian Therxpautlc Massage & Barber
3400 Montrose, Ste. 435, . B32/274-3853

713/863-8244

. T13/289-1200
713/875-2086

B32/661-6907

BICYCLE SRLESLSEBP_".C_E

Blue Line Bicycle Laboratory
3302 White Oak ... - T13/802-1707

CAB COMPANY

Liberty Cab

[1151E] 47T T IO———— | b 1] 11123 |1

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS _

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church
T440 HArold ...omenemersmsmsrissisionnd 713/ 526-1017
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boniukcenter.org e d 13/ 348-5316
Cathedral of Hope Hnuslun
cohhouston.com..

Community ﬁuspl}i
(LT ———
Greative Life snirilual Centar
5526 Spring-Stuebner .
Resurrection MCC

2025 W 1R SE e cimsiisscsinis T13/B61-3149
St Paul’s United Methodist i:hun:h

5501 Main .. T713/528-0527

- 113/528-3269
.. 113/880-9235

. 2B1/350-5157

Q.EANth.gmmn SERVICES
CleanThis
- T13/683-0484

l-'lab:l in 1ha Shade
reemreeermmeasssensss F 13 GO3-G245
h‘lllll)| Mald
e it - 113/222-6700
Perlectrnn Flus Service
Al LA Babsias ek 713/664-9911
Steam Express
SleamEXpress.com o e, 281/384-9225

CLOTHING
M2M

3407 Westheimer ... . T13/521-0804
Macy's

et PP e .. MACYs.Com
Male UWear

415 Westheimer . ~.T13/527-8499

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
AIDS Foundation of Houston
3202 Weslayan .. 713/623-6796
Boniuk Genter for Religious Tolerance
boniukeenter.org....... 713/348-5316
Bering Omega Community Services
BeringOmega.org..............715/529-6071
EPAH-Executive & Professional Assn.
..EPAH.org

Houston Pride Band
HoustanPrideBand org
Lesbian Haailh Initiative
PR AR e . Ihihouston.org
Osito Foundation, The
ositofoundation.org ...
COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES
Copy.com

281/795-5210

1201-F Westheimer. .. 713/528-1201
DATING SERVICES

The Agency Houston

theagencyhouston com .713/968-9838

Manhunt.net
.. manhunt.net

Men Meet Man

713/929-0900
EDUCATION

Houston C nmmunllv Co Ilms
HCCS.edu ...

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE

. T13/718-7643

3rd Coast Bar

5102 Seawal| Blvd Galveston
Alley Theatre

11T (o
Beer Island

2631 White Dak Dr.
Broadway Across America ;
broadwayacrossamerica.com... 800/982.ARTS
Bayou City Performing Arts
bayoucityperformingarts.org ...
Club Adam & Club Eden
527 NasaRd 1

Ed’s

I517 RPN i rirmesiemrississinsioeins
Firkin & Phoenix

1915 Westheimer Rd ... ... ... 713/526-3100
Grand 1894 Opera House/Galveston
thegrand.com..............—..._. BDO/B21-1894
Gllbert & Sullivan
Wortham Center ...

A409/765-6911
T13/220-5700

. T15/862-4670

713/521-7464

... 2B1/557-0434

3/527-90M

e 115/238-2325

Guava Lamp
S0 Wangh L i,

Houston Ballet
houstonballetorg ...
JR's/5anta Fe

713/524-3359

713/227-2718

808 Pacific.......... - 113{521-2519
Meteor )
2306-08 Geneses..............oeener 1 13/521-0123
Miller Outdoor Theatre

milleroutdoortheatre.com, ... 281/373-3386
Montrose Mining Cnmpan]r

805 Pacific.... ;
Ranch Hill Salunn y

24704 1-45 North, Spring ............
South Beach

810 Pacific Street .. .713/529-7623
Theater Under The Stars

1] SoW ] DR L,
Tony's Corner Pocket

817 West Dallas....

True Colors

2727 CrosSVIEW Dl secescrsisssases 113/266-6505
Verizon Wireless Theater

520 TENAS .o i 11342301666

FAMILY SERVICES
Donor Solution, The
12727 Kimberley, Suite 204 ._......

.. T13/519-7488

281/298-3035

. T13/558-TUTS

- T13{571-7870

713/827-0301

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Edward Jones! Jennifer Riley
2111 W, Governors Circle e
Gary M. Gritz, CPA
6420 Richmond Ave #3860 ...ce
Green/White Advisors
1225 N. Loop West, Ste. 1030......713/869-1144
IBC Bank

113/956-5177

T13/784-3030

. Ibc.com
Shockley Tax Advisors
ShockleyTax.com .o s 1 13/236-1040
Tarkenton Financial Estate Planning
TarkentonFmancial.com ... 281/796-0770
UBS/Grace 5. \'ung

— T13/654-0260

UBS!Jacuualms l-l Jm:nhsun
, .512/479-5225

FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS
Body 3 Fitness/Tom Jackobs
1987 W. TC Jester
Club Houston
p 1 LT — v P13/ 659-4998
Hardcore Pilates/Wayne Davis
5701 Kirby #436...
Houston Gym
1501 DUrham ..o § 13/ BB0-919]
Coach Kimmie Sports Studio/Kimberly Marier

- 113/240-1529

B32/338-807

1210 W Clay, S18 4. oricnrceicoe. B32[AA3-FITT
TRK Fitness/Terrance
4676 Beechnul.eciecsenseens 113/ 667-7072

_ GARAGEDOOR SERVICES
All Star Garage Door Service
AlistarGarageDoorService.com. 713/817-8350

~ GARDEN/NURSERY SUPPLY _
Frazier's
www. FraziersConcrete.com..... 9759-921-2906

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY

Kristin K. Anderson PhD
9525 Katy Frwy 5te 200 .............

Tony Carrall, LMSW-ACP

1006 MISSOUT...rrrrre e cormiimiie i
D. “Woodja" Flanigan, M5, LFA
2600 Southwest Pwy, Ste 409 ... 713/589-9804
Daniel R. Garza, MD

2990 Richmond, Ste 428 ............
David Genac, PhD

1712 Fairview. ... 713 /B99-3760
Enod Gray, LMSW-ACP, C. HL., CSAT

4200 Montrose .....oioinsii. T13/522-7014
P. Troy Gremillion, MA, LPG-1

1458 Campbell, Ste 250... ,
Mike Harrisan, PhD

713/263-0400

713/527-0000

281/610-8190

.. 113/492-5420

SR Ao L~ T13/504-7772
Lisa Mancuso, Ph.D.
4617 Montrose Blvd, Ste C207 _.832/293-1001
Steve Melton, MS, LPC, LMFT

4617 Montrose, Ste C206.... T13/560-6496
Denise 0°'Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LGDG, AN

5730 Kirby, Ste 910, T13/524-9525
Robert Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP
4100 Montrose, Ste 540..............
D. Scott Stanley, M5, LMFT-LPC
1458 Campbell, Ste 2504
Jetf Vannice, PhD

1415 N Loop West, Ste 780.

T13/522-T014
281,/960-3991

. T13/426-4455

~ HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
Bayou City Smiles
4000 Washinglom ...
Bruce W, Smith, DDS
1006 MISSOUF e romrer eesssorsnerores
Cory Logan, DDS, PA
530 Waugh.. e T13/942-8598
FLOSS, ClintHorzog. IJI!S
514 Elgin, Ste A....
Heather M. WIIImnre. D!JS
7500 San Felipe. ... i 115/ 266-4222
Houston Aesthelln & Ganeral Denhstr\r
1301 Waugh Dr.. T13/526-2424
LiteSmiles/ Ila.ndy Mitchmare, DDS
1722 W Alabama...... e 113/592-9300

River Daks Center For Dentistry/
Barbara Johnson, DDS & Edwin Cordray, DDS
T355 W GIaY \ocsiceisiiasisrioriesiers 1 13 526-2904

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES/PRODUCTS
Bering Support Network
benngsupportnetwork.org.........
bio-scrip Pharmacy

4101 Greenbriar, Ste. 235,
Complete Woman's Care Center
6410 Fannin, Ste 825.... e 7137919100
Houston Buyer's Club Nutritional Supplements
3224 YORKUM -.civvmnsovsnren _T13/520-5288
Legacy Community Health Services

215 Westheimer .. 713/830-3000
Mantrose Cnunselmg Gem Br

401 Branard .. s
Ryan White Ptannmq Countll

713/518-1411

713/529-4364

- T13/942-00101

713/526-1017

713/521-1700

. T13/529-0037
L T13/572-3724
Soulnsme Pharmacr

TTO0 AN Lvsiors b L)

HEALTH CARE-MASSAGE THERAPISTS

713/261-1536

—_HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
Bumble Bee Barber Beauty
5215 Washinglon AVe. ...
NU-Cuts Hair Salon

515 Westheimer s
Uruku Salon

2055 Westheimer, Ste. 150 ...

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC _
Ghimney Rock Chiropractic/Art Keller, D.C.
3033 Chimney Rock 713/781-3344

713/869-1813
T13/524-7858

T13/521-0500

Kirby Health& Wellness/Kenneth W. Lester, D.C.

3930 Kirby Dr., Ste. 108......c0...... 713/ 526-5252

Menard Chiropractic/Byron K. Menard, D.C.
3400 Montrose, Ste 550............... 713/526-5959

Alan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch

o S el = 713/942-0923
Avalon School of Massage
2990 Richmond, Ste 200 .
Ryan Fugate, RMT
Ryanmassageworks.com ...
Joel Leal, RMT

713/533-5250
3/169-7926

713/397-RB08

David Tritico, RMT

3400 Montrose, Ste, 435 B32/174-3853

HEALTH CARI GPHTHﬁLMﬂLBGISTS

Houston Eye As sociates
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD

5420 Dashwood, Ste 101 713/668-9118

Fr:

HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS

12 Meridians

3206 White Oak Dr.......ooooooever
Eye Contact

2055 Westheimer, Suite 135......
Eye Elegance

1966 Westheimer
EyeGallery, The
18068 Westheimer ...
Eye To Eye

32 West 19th.....
iWision Eye Care Genter
920 Studemont..............
Spectacies on Montrose

4317 Montrose # 2. 713/529-5937

HEALTH CAIIE PH\'S ICIANS

B32/T6T-9025
713/520-6600

. 113/622-4411

- 713{523-1279
713/B64-8822

- 113/862-0500

Oetavio Barrios, MD
106 Westheimer, Ste A . T13/942-7546
Capriotti Cosmetic & Laser Surgery

Lo T e ) E——— 1L BT
Gary Brewton, M.D.

1745 West Alabama St ... .715/529-9224
Condombroke.com ......... . 713/529-3766
Midtown Physicians, LTD. L.L.P/
FredWorthMD.com

336 Fannin St oo
Pasha Snoring & Sinus Genter
2615 Southwest Frwy, #2590,
Texas Bio-ldentical Hormones
DrRoyalBenson.com........
Unity Clinic

7700 Main St., Ste. 310

UT West Loop Health Genter
1776 Yorktown, Ste.150 ...

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE
Helghts Dermatology & Aesthetic Center/
Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland.........ccoincimninnene 113/ B64-2650
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
106 Westheimer, Ste A............ T13/942-7546
Sunset Body Works
G090 TEXAS AVE. ....ocnseierisiinnisionm
Wrap Me Now
5000 Westheimer #160 ...

713/522-1788
713/523-8800
979/776-1660
.. T13/535.1345

T13/572-8122

713/223-5900

713/840-9727

__HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Antique Center of Texas
1001 W. Loop 5. @ Old Katy Rd... T13/668-4211
Audio Video Designs
7300 Southwest Fwy.....cevereieme
Barking Frog
701 14th 5t., Galveston.......
Barrio Antiguo
725 Yale St
Bliss on 19th
2 LR L ———
Gantonl
SBA9 Westheimer ...
Chic Warehouse
T e
Eclactic Home
345 W 19th SL .
Ligne Roset
1992 West Gray ...
Rubin's Custom Rugs
3130 Rogerdale Rd

T13/776-8444
-~ 409/ 763-3764
..7113/880-2105
832/673-0099
713/787-5494
713/822-3392
.. T13/B869-1414
713/629-7722

e 113/784-1180

_HOME REMODELING/CONSTRUCTION

California Closets

5120 Woodway Dr, 5te.215......
CenterPointe Living

BA0T AUSHN...conieiioimaicanieniassansenins T13/520-0469
Dolan Construction & Remodeling
..281/705-2872

T13/785-01M

k's Huoﬂng & Hamodallnq

-.832/880-6795
Houston Huney Do
HoustonHoneyDo.Com. ...
Home Services

281/546-3637

- 113/815-9288

Lannhum Rnuﬁng Ferrc Ing & Remudelmg
: . T13/823-9913

|.BIT]' French EnterpﬂSes
LarryFrench.nel....ocmmarse
Renaissance Windows & Doors

713/956-7733

TEMWHLCOM .o icrmrerscimsennnens 7 13) B63-9988

Rogers & Rogers Construction
woman owned ..
SpaceMan Home & Office
3556 West TC Jester...........
Trellis Builders
TrellisBuilders.org ...
Tuscany Remodeling
TuscanyRealEstateServices.com B32/894-4373
Urhan Trees Developers
urbantreesdevelopers.com ... 832/279-BA64
Your Heighhlmund Fence Gumpany
«113/294-2662

. T13/502-1333

713/688-8808

113/ 240-6320

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Barry Hoskins/State Farm
2Wamh D
David Lorms/Farmers

E. TC lester i@ Loop 610....._._.713/688-8669
Rob Schmerier Insurance Agency/Farmers/
Rob Schmerler

6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185713/661-7700

JEWELERS

1.W, Marks Jewelers
3841 Bellaire Bivd. ..
Silverlust

1338-C Westheimer..........

115/426-4440

... T153/668-5000

. T13/520-5440

LANDSCAPING/POOLS
A.J.'s Landscaping & Design, Inc.
AlsLandscaping.com.. ... T13/957-0449

Joshua's Native Plants & Garden Antiques
502 W. 18th Street,, - T13/869-5911

Windswept Landscape Studios
WindsweptLandscape.com .......T13/263-7771

_ LIMOUSINES/TRANSPORTATION _
American Corporate Transportation
.. 113/ 266-667T

MOTORCYCLES
Republic Harley-Davidson

12707 Southwest Freeway 281/295-1000

MOVERS HOME/BUSINESS

Guarantee Movers

281/794-0276
PATIOS |
Made In The Shade,lic
ShadeMyPatio.com ..o

PIANO SALES/LESSONS
Houston Piano Company
1600 W 13th... ... B32/541-7800
PET SERUI(ESI’SUPPLIES
Demi's Dog House
235 West Gray. i
Dog Water Spa
DogWaterSpa.com.. . T13/907-2321
Pet Sittlng Service In tha Helghts
. . 7153/869-3698

281/265-0865

713/942-06838

Sasha 5 Suds n Duds

BO2 West Gray..omsdinna T13/553-1117

Yuppie Dog Daycare & Grooming Spa

2203 Durham Drive..o. i, 713/426-5T00
PEST CONTROL

Bugtime
Bugtime..net.. i 281/812-8888
PHU'IDGRRFI‘I'I’;’_LMING

Dalton DeHart Photography

- 113/622-2202
l'ariily Pmﬂuclluns ! Jnhn Bum‘nr

6217 Edlge ., - T13/542-8277
Yvonne Feer.a Fholﬂgraphy
YVONNeFEeCe.com e . B32/876-1053

PLUMBING

Larry French Enterprises

LarryFrench.nel....ivm. 713/956-7733

U-Plumb-it

HI24 MONRPOSE oo ssiimrariiasrmremmneses § 13/ 992-2277

Village Plumbing & Appliance

CR LI 1 ¢ Tum—— & T B 8 S L
PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

Copy.com

1201-F Westheimer.................... T13/528-1201

PROMOTIONAL PRINTING

Accent Apparel T-Shirt Printing
6640 Hoover St ...,
Presentation Houston

PresentationHouston.com.........

713/956-7954

B32/625-1683

PSYCHIC/INTUITIVE READERS

Lilly Roddy Astrology
QO R NI RO ) 1,11, ¥ o~ L

REAL ESTATE SERVICES-REALTORS

Bill Baldwin/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Blvd ................. 281/850-6862
Pafrick Banks/Coldwell Banker
1505 Heights Blvd ..................... 713/824-9054
David Bowers/The House Company
davidbowers.com ... .409/763-2800
Pamela Efferson/Suzanne Anderson Properties
Sellinghomesinhouston.com___. 713/822-8555
Leslie Cauffman / Coldwell Banker
www.lesliecauffman.com........... 713/494-1811
Terre Goffman/Coldwell Banker
1505 Heights Blwd ... 713/866-7805
Mike Copenhaver/ReMax Metro
2626 Richmond _. . 713/528-4963
Catherine de Los Santos/Martha Turner
.. 713/398-3918
Karen Derr/Karen Derr & ﬁssuc
1545 Heights Bld................ T13/875-7050
Robert Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd ... T15/875-7049
Danny Diaz/Enchanted Circle Realty
ecirclerealty.com ... 309/789-2773
Terri Harrel/Forrest Lake Townhomes
Forrestlake.com.........._...._832/526-0284
Micky Harris/Suzanne Anderson Properties
mickyharris.com . 409/502-T642
Richard Hill/Keller Williams
550 Post Dak, Ste 350, F13828-7066
Jerry Jaggers/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bivd . TIE{S01-7076
Lynette Lew/Prudential Gary Greene
lymettelew.com. ....... LT13/582-2202
Ashton Martini/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Blvd. ... B32/878-T686
Jim Moore/Suzanne Anderson Properties
.T13/824-4145

Jay Monroe/Martha Turner Propmles

L& - T13/504-6936
Brute Nicnnlsemcmnwe!i Banke!

1505 Heights BIvd.........cescnnn T13/412-B436
Dan Puryear/ReMax Metro
remEet L TR 302-R543

Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors
5023 Washington ... 713/868-7226
Heather Rayner/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights BIVd. oo cmcrrreren 713/ 875-4366
Tom Schwenk/Jog Tramonte Realty
1802 Broadway, Galveston .........409/765-9837
Dennis Stoeckel/Enchanted Circle Realty
ecircleraalty.com ... 713/598-0713
Brad Belt/Joe Tramonte Realty
1802 Broadway, Galveston ... 281/300-5209
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty
1802 Broadway, Galveston ......... 409/765-9837
Jennie Tuschman/Suzanne Anderson
... 281/658-3999

ﬂay WaikeHSnzanne An:lerson Prnperllas

! -.281/687-8429
Rabert Iarmfl(uren Derr & Assoc.
KArenDBIT.COM. iirermrremmeere: 409/ 939-0237

REAL ESTATE-LENDERS
Cody Grizzoffi/Bank of America
; .. B32/541-1103
Murtgage Assoclaies of Tuasuohn Frels
3303 Louisiana #220... .. 713/524-1850
PrimeLending
6575 West Loop South #225.....

-713/291-3884

__REAL ESTATE-TITLE COMPANIES
StarTex Title Company

3700 Buffalo Spwy, Ste 400......... 713/418-7000

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
AKA Sushi

2380 West Alabama........ccceenen. 1 1 3/ BOT-7H75

Angus Grill Brazilian Steak House
B106 Westheimer ... £ 13/ 5747727
Bayou City Bar &Grill

2809 GrANT.. .. icissicsisnmsisiansnseians 1 13/ 5222867
BB's

2710 MOMPOSe oo, 1 13/524-4499
Bowl Cafe

607 Richmond.............ocoovueven... 832/ 582-7218
Cafe Adobe

2110 Westheimer, ... 13/ 528-1468
Grave Sushi

2900 TEAVIS ....oomrsssmisinisnisasinsanses TN 31 52 7-B 744

Dessert Gallery

3200 Kirby Dr....... ... 713/522-9999

1616 Post Oak Blvd. ... 713/622-0007
1260 Lone Star/Sugar Land........ 281/201-4900
Firkin & Phoenix

1915 Westheimer Rd ...

Guadalajara Del Centro
1201 San Jacinto @ Dallas........-.. 713/650-0101

Isla Cogqui Puerto Rican Restaurant
1801 Durham, Suite 1-A... ~T13/861-1000

Melting Pot, The

713/526-3100

6100 Westheimer #146............... T13/532-5011
Mockingbird Bistro

1985 Welch St. (at McDuffie),.... 713/533-0200
Path of Tea

2340 West Alabama .......
Pradaria Steaks § Churrascaria

713/252-4473

10654 Westheimer. ........ - 281/501-2960
Terlingua

3801 Bellaire Blvd. ... T13/665-3900
Tilas

1111 South Shepherd.......ccco.co..
Vietopia Vietnamese Cuisine
5176 Buffalo Speedway.............
Ziggy's Bar& Grill

I TR OB ottt

J13/522-T654
. T13/664-T303

. B32/519-0476

—__ SPECIALTY RETAIL )
35 Make-up design
5600 Kirby Dr. Suite S..iccovien
CraZ Coil Footwear
Crazyel.eom .
Electric Chair Tattoo Studio
8722 Richmond Ave ..
Erotic Caberet
1222 Westheimer. . 113/528-4565
Executive Adult Video Supersiore & Theater
14002 Northwest Fwy........... T13/462-5152
Hollywood Super Center
2409 Grant, Ste D ..
Hollywood Frame Gallery
2407 BiSSONNEL. oo ianassemeesss 113 /942-8885
Houston Buyer's Club Nutritional Supplements

T13/660-T600
T15/527-8744

. 113/780-3500

.T13/527-8510

224 YoRKUM .oesenneaemssiemisiinens 7 13/ 520-5268
LoveWorks
Rayford-Sawdust @ |-45 N........ 261/292-0070
Murder By the Book
2342 BiSSONNEL .o eererommrrmrmreened 135248597
Macy's

: macys.com
Unigue Pieces

wiww. Uniquepieces.nel...,
Urban Soles Outpost
BO5- I BTN s rrrrererereirrresrerrsvd
Whao Made the Cake
WhoMadeTheCake.com..

281/419-4300
T13/880-1187

. T13/528-4719

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS
Premier Paging & Wireless
12220 Murphy Road ...
Telecom Wireless Services Inc
12320 Bellaire..........

.281/575-8500

. 281/568-6108

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Concierge Travel, Inc
A9Z0 MITIOSE wooesreseesiisrmstrogasissianiss

Gayribben Cruises

T13/661-2117

gayribbencruises.com ... ......... 877/560-8318
Red Ribbon Adventures
redribbanadventures.com..........713/627-7568
VacaConnect

vacaconnect.com......uwi.n. B00/528-3452

Thank you for supporting OutSmart advertisers!
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HOME or THE COLDEST BEER
AND
THE WARMEST WELCOME

CELEBRATING PRIDE -

PRIDE PARADE DAY
* Happy Hour Beer Prices ALL day

* Door Prizes

OPEN DAILY 1PM - 22M 281-288-8035

ranchhil.com myspace.com/theranchhillsaloon

e e e e P B Tt

2517 Ralph@Westheimer R
Houston, TX 77006 713-527-9071  www.ejshar.com

Whisperxrs Bax
Where the beer is twice as cold & everyone knows your name
Karaoke Thursday / Daily Drink Specials
Drag Show, Fridays with Kennidi'Monroe
Now open 7 days—a-week from 4pm!

281.359.2900 | www.whispersbar.com | 226 First 5t., Humble Texas
o

There’s always something going on at:

TcoorY's  TONY'S CORNER POCKET

o
Pu&{% Nightly Specials - Call for Details
&5 Cold Beverages & Hot Guys!

Ample Secure Parking

817 W. Dallas « 713/571-7870
Would you like your business to profit from this space?

Monthly Gay & Lesbian Spending Patterns
+ Dines Dut 4-5 times per week =« Attends Live Performances
2=3 times per month = Goes to a Club or Bar 2 times a week

QutvSmart

Call 713.520.7237
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BAR & (LUB GUIDE TR

Houston
LA ACADEMIA
Het salsa and Latm fia
AZTECA'S VIP LOUNGE
BARTINI

BAYOU CITY BAR & GRILL

BEER ISLAND

BLUR

BOCADOS

BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM

CHANCES/THE NEW BARN/G-SPOT

CLUB 2020

CLUB ADAM AND EDEN

CLUB CRYSTAL

CROCKER

COUSINS

DECADES

EN'S

GEORGE

BEHIND THE BAR

WHO: Chris Caram (1) and Wes Herren

WHERE: Tony's Corner Pocket
BI7 W. Dallas = 713/571-7870
tonyscornefpocketbar.cam
WHAT'S UP: Outside, Tany's patio bar &
provides a breathtaking skyline view. v
Inside; the bar celebrates Pridle dll month 8

on its expansive stages /.-‘
L

GUAVA LAMP

IN-N-OUT

JR'S BAR & GRILL

LADY BARBARA'S CLUB TRUE COLORS

MARY'S, NATURALLY

METEOR

MICHAELS OUTPOST

MONTROSE MINING COMPANY
RAINBOW ROOM

RIPCORD

THE 611

SOUTH BEACH
TONY'S CORNER POCKET

VIVIANA'S

Spring
RANCH HILL SALODN
Humble
WHISPERS
Galveston
3JRD COAST BEACH BAR
CLUB GROOVE
THE PINK DOLPHIN
ROBERT'S LAFITTE
Beaumont

THE COPA

ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO

Bryan,/College Station
HALO VIDEQ BAR

The Ryan White Planning Council & The Center for AIDS

invite you to attend the following presentation:

Updates on the Texas
AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP)
and
State Pharmacy Assistance Program
srPAP)

. THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2009
3:00 P.M.

Guest Speaker:
Dwayne R. Haught, MSN, RN

Manager, Texas HIV Medieation Program
Texas Department of State Health 'Services (DSHS)

LOCATION:
The Center for AIDS r A
1407 Hawthorne, Houston, TX 77006 L
Please RSVP to Georgette at the R,
Ryan White Planning Council P IECRMATION & ADVOCACY |

Office of Support: 713-572-3724

Thank you for voting me your Community Hero
and your Favorite Community Photographer!

feres looking av yow, Kids.

Whos watching
the kids when
youre away?
D %

FRecent event photos on
the website:

Mantrose Softball League

'y

This is no;f a m;:dﬁl. Wal-l [ -an nf:‘i'uai. c.l.i.enf!

Pet Sitting %
—ouf

IN THE HEIGHTS

Experienced » Bonded » Professional « References

Competitive Rates: 533 /day or $16.50 per visit.
Special Neighborheod Discount §25/day!

713-869-3698 \ _
P.S. in the Heights e o B T e S T
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by Lilly Roddy

une begins with no inner planets retrograde

far the first time since the end of February. We

should have smoather sailing for the next three
months. And by this time, some of the decisions in
the government should have been reached. We are
approaching the summer solstice on Father's Day,
June 21, 12:46 a.m, Solstice means "sun standing
still.” The Sun appears to rise and set in the same
places on the horizon for four days. Normally the
Sur moves north or south as it rises and sets onthe
haorizon as we move from season to season. Both
solstice points—Summer, the first day of Cancer,
and Winter, the first day of Capricorn—are formed
by the intersections of the ecliptic, the apparent
path around the Sun and the Celestial Equator, the
equatar of the Earth, projected into space. More
science next month. = The Sun begins her journey
in Gemini and enters Cancer on the 21st. Mercury
finished her trip through Taurus and goes home to
Gemini on the 13th, Venus rushes from Aries into
her home, Taurus, on the 6th. Mars is grninding
his way through Taurus, slowly but surely. Jupiter
and Neptune remain in Aquarius, Saturn in Virgo,
Uranus in Pisces, and Pluto in Capricorn.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Getting your word and
message out to people is very important to you this
manth. There could be so many details that some

lose interest in your conversations. Money is way
too easy to spend this month. Keep your purse
closed or the money will fly out, This is a good
time to

eek new partners or to renew your existing
p. The last third of the month can be a
at work., Keep

relationshi

time when thera are some

UpSsE
your eyes i,'ll"ll'.‘i E2ars apen There are some manage-
ment changes being made and you want to keep
your cptions open

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
for you with both Mars, §
frontation, and Venu
sion, moving Ih-.uugi'n yoL

is an active month

slanet of action and con

anet of love and posses-

ign at the same time

This is a time

sire nature and your
action nature will both be strong. You will not ap
pear to be the same patient person as we normally
know, If there is a position you want at work, or a
person you want to date, or some problem that you
are having with someone, romantic or otherwise,

B

you will not wast
you think. You may the most surprised person by

any time telling him or her what
)"OII.' actions.

CANCER (June 22=July 22). You are in your spiri-
tual cacoon this month, And you are only coming
out if you can be coaxed by your friends. You will
prefer to remain in a contemplative or creative state.
You are hatching all sorts of new ideas for your new
business projects. Try to take some time develop-
ing these ideas. Some of you will be starting your
own business under this }n’t:‘a!'|y cycle Relationships
can be a bit tense around the 20th and 21st. You
may feel that you are being controlled or pushed
by others unfairly. Watch what you say as words
could have an unrecoverable impact on people or
situations, And ina ly, at the end of the month, make

sure that you spend time with frnends because thal
can really help you with perspective.

LEO (July 23-August 22). You are especially

160 JUNE 2009 Outsmart

career-motivated this month, This can be a time
where you will want to take on greater leadership
roles or start something on your own. If you don't
step forward and address this energy, your pres-
ence could draw anger or confrontation from oth-
ers, unknowingly on your part. Watch for misplaced
loyalty on your part. All people will want to put
themselves first. This continues to be a very good
onal
If you are single, this is a very good month to market

time for relationships, both business and perst

yourself. If you are partnered, then you are feeling
more optimistic about your relatonship than you
have in a while. Otherwise, you have already left
and are looking for greener pastures.

VIRGO (August 23-Septembar 22). There is a
lot of focus on you learming and/or teaching this
month. Some of this may

come through travel,

change of locales, or having great contact with

people from different pla . Your mind 1& open to

all sorts of new ideas. You are able to comprehend

what is going on quickly and turn that back into
usable information for others. You are in the mood
to take on a great leadership role at work, but only
reluctantly. Career still has you by the back of the
neck, and every choice you make is based on that

Don't let Jacquelyn be a dull girl because all she is
doing is working

LIBRA (Seplember 23-0ctober 23). Relation
ships take on a much deeper tone. You are wanting
more closeness and emotional communications
Normally, you like to keep your relating on the
intellectual level, but you are locking for some
depth. Sexual pa
and your partner can get on the same vibration. |f
there are problems nagging away at you both, they
have to be addressed first. Career aspects can be
tense around the 20th and 21st. But just be your
diplamatic self and you will skate thraugh

sions are certainly stirred if you

SCORPIO (October 24-November 21). This en
tire month is all about relationships. Are you happy?
Are they happy? What do they taste like? What do
they smell like? If you are single, the shopkeepers

may have to lock up their single, unmarried, legal-
aged pregeny. If you are partnered, this is the time
to play some seek-and-capture games. If nof, this
can be a time of arguing and fighting so that you
are forced to be together somehow. This canbe a
make-or-break time for relationships for some.

SAGITTARIUS (Movember 22-December 21). You
have an abundant amount of energy this manth. You
will be motivational, inspirational, and somewhat
driven. You can direct this energy toward exercise,
diet, dancing, swimming, marketing a new product,
or correcting any problems with your relationships
At work, this is a great me to imihiate any new proj-
ects. You can be both the cheerleader and coach
In your relationships, you are ready to plan for the
future and take your relationship to the next level
Career motivation is exceptionally robust. If you
don't see a future where you are, you are wasling
time and need to be locking elsewhere, Get those
résumés updated

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19). This

is a vary playful month for you. You will not be as

career or practically driven as you usually are. Take
some ime to spend with your children or with your
inner child; I'm sure you haven’t given her a day
off in quite a while, There is plenty to organize at
wark, and your creative juice

Your marketing and sales skills are especially on
this month. You could direct this toward exercise
and health, but there had better be a big element
of fun included in this. Relat
their ugly heads around the 20th, 21st, and 22nd
DI:-.\ .]'1-_| cover

onship s

s5ues raise

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18). Your pri-
mary focus for this month will be on home and family
related activities. Il is a good time for redecorating,
1g- On tf

blems that are out there,

remodeling, or even mi e family front, you
are ready to deal with p

and with a generous spirit. You are only too happy

o0 have

to i'u,:ip. This could also be a great time
friends and family over for a barbecue. Personally,

you are in a very contemplative mood. And you are

not sure of a clear direction for your career and

work life. Be sure to follow your heart this month

and put logic in a supportive role,

PISCES (February 19-March 20}, You are in a
|

that you have to get your act together this month

garious tone for this month. You may really feel

live. Your overall concentration is aimed at making

some long-term plans for both your career and your
future. And next year s goingto b : g
you have to make sure that all your dec E
made by November. And this month is a strong
preliminary time to November. Some of you are

SHons

considering going to scheol, changing your current
career path, or even opening something on your
own. But you are not going to be standing in the
same place by this time next year, Keep your vision
clear, but work on the things in the present

Read Lilly Roddy's forecast for all of 2008
e, Fr

551

appeared in OutSmart's Januar
astro-insight, log on to www,

yddy.com,

; ® Authentic Spanish Furniture ®
@ Hacienda Mexican Doors @
@Y mucho mas ®
® Open Daily ®

713.880.2105
725 Yale Street Houston, Texas 77007

e
-
£

Affordable properties, homes and
condominiums as well as land & acreage

Dream it. We will help you
realize it in New Mexico!

* Cool dry mountain air

* Stunningly beautiful & serene in all Seasons

* Easy drive from Texas to the Enchanted Circle
* Northern New Mexico mountain getaway

| * Fish, hike, bike, ski and golf or just relax

e
Enchanted Circle Realty inc.

: www.ecirclerealty:com

Gontact Your Texas Connection:

- 1
i~

1095780521

CUSTOM CLOSETS
MURPHY BEDS
GARAGE STORAGE
HOME OFFICE
CUSTOM PANTRIES

www.SpaceManager.com

713.688.8808

Free In-Home
Design Consultation

Visit our Showrtom at 5556 West TC Jester

HOME B OFIICE

PHILLIP N. SLAUGHTER

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Estate Planning & Probate
Consumer Litigation
Guardianships

Landlord/Tenant

\713|i i-53'3-0009

1925 LEXINGTON,

HousToN, TEXAS 77098

2008 Outsmast Reader's Choice, Best Mala Altomay, runner up

OutSmart JUNE 2009 1861




OUT IN HOUSTON

Photos by Dalton DeHart

CARBON
Gala Chairs—Jani Lopez, Meghan Stabler, Blake Noel Freeman, friends and supporters at the Noel Freeman for City Coun-  D"Woodja™ Flanigan is crowned

Beyer, and Michael Pearce at the HRC 2009 Gala on til (At-Large Position 4) Reception to launch his campaign on April 30 Mr. Prime Chaice 2009 on April 25
May 16

Dr. Kenneth Lester, Dr. Rod Fra-
rier, and Bobby Lowe at Equality
Texas, 81st Legislative Session on

May 7.

(from left) Dwayne Johnson, Terri Walker, Sylvia Stew-
art, Scott Turner Schofield, Melanie Rudd, Cristan Wil-
liams, Elaine Decanio, and (kneeling) Darin Quintero,

and Lou Weaver at the Unity Banguet 2009 on May 2

= Associate Municipal Judge Sidney Braquet, Associate Municipal Judge
= 2 Y quet, Assocate Municipal Judg
— Tracie Jackson, Municipal Judge Barbara Hartle, Sue Zoll, Phyllis Frye,
Leon Johnson and Paul Guillory and State District Judge Steven Kirkland at the "Our Place at the Table”
at the “Brothers Speaking Out” Pre Reception for LGBT Lawyers, Allies and Law Students on May 4

Splash Houston Event on March 29

i
¥
;
§
|

EPAH - Progressive Dinner 2009 on Apnl 25

GLBT Chamber members with Male Uwear Staff at the Chamber’s mixer at
Male UWear on May 12

Chris Prada, Joey Guerra, Antho-
ny Magee, [Front] Oscar Esparza,
and Racquel Refuerzo at 2009
Pride Idol VIP Reception at House of
Blues on May 16

The Tradition lives on. Monday

nights at the original Cafe Adobe.

Houston'’s best margaritas.
Houston'’s best Tex Mex. 4
And your best night of the week! rﬁ

-

Beneficaries plus Bunnies Sean Carter, Christian
Rogers, And Vince Flickinger at the Bunnies on the
Bayou Funds Distribution Party on May 9.

5 -

B i

Shaun Nelson, Lane Lewis Brandon Webb, and Houston Hellcats Team at the

Jordan P. Smith at the Houston Young Stonewall Montrose Softball League 2009
Demaocrats Meeting on May 11 Lone Star Classic on May 25

162

cafeadobe.com 2111 Westheimer at Shepherd 713-528-1468



FREE ZOOM2!
“Taking PRIDE in Everything We Do!” TEETH WHITENING

with cleaning, exam and X-rays.

Your teeth will be the
straightest thing about you. |
:

n! whitening for lite!

Don't forget to FLOSS

Ask about Free Botox!

514-A Elgin Stree

Houston, Texas 77006
713-942-010
flossdental.con
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