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a comprehensive dental center..

smile makeovers - porcelain veneers - laser whitening - invisalign® braces - botox’
orthodontics - periodontics - oral surgery - dental implants - sedation dentistry - tmj
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A confident smile changes everything Whether it's a social |
situation, a business meeting or a chance encounter.. An
: attractive smile changes not only the face, but the person
>4 inside, instilling new confidence and character attributes
that affects social and professional arenas unimaginably.

, 713.868.7226 - Urbanlemg com
www.dentignet - 713.526.2004 - date@dentig.net - 1355 W. Gray - Houston, Texas - 77019 Open 7 days a week § 23 Washington Ave
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Interiors by Cantoni

Cantoni. The One and Only.

A sophisticated new collection from one of ltaly's premier design
houses is making its U.S. debut at Cantoni. The collection includes
dining and bedroom ensembles and occasional pieces in a
selection of finishes and upholsteries. One and Only: another
modern classic from Cantoni, another one and only.

To see the complete collection and all our great designs, visit a
Cantoni showroom or cantoni.com/oneandonly

Design: Telemaco

cantoni

YEARS Great Design Is a Way of Life

Atlanta 1011 Monroe Drive, 404.881.8111

Dallas 4800 Alpha Road, 972.934.9181
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Irvine 8650 Research Drive, 949.585.9191

Los Angeles 420 N. La Brea Avenue, 323.634.0909
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Letters

COMMERCIAL SUCCESS
| just wanted 1o say that | enjoyed reading "Ac
Baby: AIDS is-a mass murderer” ["A

Kelly McCann, October]. It has enligh

some things and taught me some things, to

give a spedal thank-you to Kelly McCann for the

great job she did on this article.

Piazza Savannab TowNHOMES | o conen

Prince Bailey
Houston, Texas

t got the October issue in the mail and laughed
ew with Kathy

ping with the Emmy” by B
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| went on ltunes and bought Cathy-Anne McClin-
tock’ le "So American” after read |

' by Mancy Ford, Sep
= and a bit hum

singer and songwriter. Thanks far

too. She 1sa goo
turning mean to it

Mike Collins

katy, Texas

Drive out
today for
| some freshly =
baked cookies!
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by Nancy Ford

AIDS FOUNDATION HOUSTON
CHANGES CRITERIA FOR
FOOD ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

AIDS FOUNDATION HOUSTON HAS an-
nounced changes in its Stone Soup food as-
sistance program to more effectively utilize
scarce financial resources,

“Ryan White funding does not consider
‘food pantry/home delivery meals’ a core medi-
eal service,” AFH chief executive officer, Kelly
McCann, said in an October 19 statement to
the press. “Therefore, effective immediately,
Houston’s Resource Group and the Depart-
ment of State Health Services have changed
the eligibility requirements of this service
category, which funds our Stone Soup Food
Assistance Program.”

Prior to this change in the Standards of

Care, the program served approximately 1,200
individuals who had a positive HIV/AIDS diag-

nosis, had an income eligibility of 125 percent of

federal poverty guidelines, and lived inside the
Houston serviee delivery area. Stone Soup Food
Assistance Program clients must now also have
a symptomatic HIV/AIDS diagnosis as certified
by a medical provider.

McCann anticipates that approximately
30 percent of AFH’s current Stone Soup Food
Pantry clients will become ineligible.

“We wish we could continue to serve
everyone in our community who needs the
assistance of our Stone Soup Feod Pantry, but
our funding realities don't allow that,” MeCann
continued. "AFH will work with our clients who
are no longer eligible and refer them to other
sources of food and nutrition. We appreciate
your support as we make these changes.”

JUDGE: GAY DIVORCE
OK IN TEXAS

THOUGH THE STATE OF TEXAS does not
recognize same-sex marriages performed
within its borders or in other states, a Dallas-
area judge has approved a divoree between two
men married in Massachusetts in 2006,

Dallas state District Judge Tena Callahan
ruled on October 1 that the state’s bans on
same-sex marriage violates the constitutional
guarantee to equal protection under the law.
“This is huge news. We're ecstatic,” attorney
Peter Schulte, who represents one of the men
who filed the divorce, told the Dallas Morning
News. The couple chose to remain anonymous
during hitigation.

Schulte said the ruling was a surprise and
that he hoped to have a divoree order for the
Judge to sign in the "next few weeks.”

In a prepared statement, Attorney General
Greg Abbott said he would appeal the ruling
“to defend the traditional definition of mar-
riage that was approved by Texas voters, The
laws and constitution of the staie of Texas
define marriage as an institution involving one
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man and one woman. Today’s ruling purports
to strike down that constitutional definition
despite the fact that it was recently adopted
by 75 percent of Texas voters.”

Judge Callahan denied the attorney
general's intervention, saying her court
“has jurisdiction to hear a suit for divorce
filed by persons legally married in another
jurisdiction.”

GLBT POLITICAL
CAUCUS HONORS
COMMUNITY LEADERS

AS IT DOES EACH YEAR TO commemo-
rate National Coming Out Day, the Houston
GLBT Political Caucus presented its annual
leadership awards. Texas State Rep. Garnet
Coleman received the Eleanor Tinsley Award,
given to a person who does not identify LGBT
but has been an outstanding advocate for the
LGBT eommunity. Rep. Coleman represents
the 147th Distriet in the Texas House of Rep-
regentatives.

The John Paul Barnich Award, for com-
mitment to justice for the LGBT community,
went to Phyllis Frye, managing partner at Frye
and Cantu PLLC, who is nationally known as
a trailblazer for the transgender community
for her expertise in legal matters pertaining
to the LGET community

The Cauvcus Leadership Award, given to
a member of the LGBT community who has
shown extraordinary leadership, was bestowed
upon Judge Steven Kirkland, who was elected
in 2008 to preside over the 215th District
Court. He is the first openly gay district judge
in Texas.

Houston city council member Sue Lovell
received the caucus’ Lifetime of Achievement
award. Lovell, a former caucus president, was
elected in 2005, and alzo is the Mayor Pro Tem
for the city of Houston

The awards were presented October 11 at
a brunch at the House of Blues.

MONTROSE NAMED ONE
OF AMERICA'S ‘BEST
NEIGHBORHOODS’

ON OCTOBER 7, 2009, AMERICAN Planning
Association recognized the Montrose neighbor-
hood as one of its 10 Great Neighborhoods.
Ranking among 30 US neighborhoods cited
for exemplary character, quality, and planning,
Montrose represents “the gold standard in
terms of having a true sense of place, eultural
and historical interest, community involve-
ment, and a vision for tomorrow,” according
to APA’s website

Houston city council members Wanda
Adams and Sue Lovell accepted the honor on
behalf of the city of Houston, “We have one
of the best communities and one of the most
diverse communities,” said Lovell. “Montrose
is a great example of a neighborhood where
people of different backgrounds can come to-
gether and build a community. Montrose is an
example of what all of Houston can be.”

FEDERAL HATE CRIMES BILL
PASSES SENATE, AWAITS
PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE

ON OCTOBER 22, THE UNITED STATES Sen-
ate approved federal protection of vietims of hate
crimes perpetrated against LGBT persons. The
Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Hate Crimes
Prevention Act, attached earlier this year to
the annual Defense Department spending bill,
ensures justice for the victims of hate crimes
targeted for violence due to their sexual orienta-
tion, gender, gender identity, or disability.

Under the legislation, federal prosecutors
could step in to try violent hate-erime casesif
loeal authorities eannot or will not secure an
appropriate conviction. It also opens up federal
funding for law enforcement to handle the
typically high cost of investigation and judicial
proceedings in such cases, and would make
granis available for training and prevention.

“This vote firmly places the federal govern-
ment on the side of LGBT Americans and sends a
clear message that homophobia and transphobia
are :,Ln;l(':_'q,-pLab]L-_" said Winnie Stachelberg,
senior vice president for external affairs at
Center for American Progress and former po-
litical director of the Human Rights Campaign.
“The bill urges police to take into account the
homophoebia and transphobia that undergird
too many crimes, while giving law enforcement
agencies around the country the tools they have
asked for to effectively fight these erimes.”

The bill is named for Matthew Shepard, a
gay college student slain in Casper, Wyoming,
in 1998 and James Byrd, an African-American
resident of Jasper, Texas, who was dragged to
death in 1998 by white supremacists.

The legislation now goes to President
Barack Obama's desk for signing, which the
president has pledged to do.

EXPERTS: NATIONAL
EMERGENCY STATUS MAY
AID IN DADT REVERSAL

AFTER PRESIDENT OBAMA EXTENDED
the country’s military national emergency sta
tus for one year, experts noted that the move
allows him additional time to sign an executive
order suspending “Don't Ask, Don't Tell.” Ac-
cording to a "stop-loss” statute (10 US.C. section
12305), Congress has authorized the President
to suspend any law regarding military separa-
tions during national security emergencies.

“By extending the state of emergency,” said
Dr. Aaron Belkin, director of the Palm Center,
a research institute at the University of Cali
fornia, Santa Barbara, “the president has given
himself more time to suspend the gay ban via
executive order. Because the legislative process
is frozen, a two-part strategy is the only realis-
tic way to go. Start with an executive order, and
then follow with legislative repeal.”

On September 10, the President issued the
document titled “Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Certain Terrorist
Attacks” in which he noted, “I am continuing
for one year the national emergency declared
on September 14, 20017 Comuunry —

o
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T. LUKE’S

Community Emergency Centers

When it’s anemergency...
sfeereercce matters,

* Open 24 hours, including holidays
Emergency care for the entire family
Board-certified emergency physicians
Hospital emergency trained nurses & technologists

Your choice of hospital if admission required
(based on availability)

Many health insurance plans accepted. Most plans
have an “ER co-pay” requirement for emergency visits.
Review your insurance plan for details.

6363 San Felipe (at Winrock)
Houston, TX 77057 « 713-972-8300

2727 W. Holcombe Bivd.
Houston, TX 77025 « 832-355-7525

11713 Shadow Creek Pkwy
Pearland, TX 77584 - 713-793-4600

in your commuuity...24f7f3'55__ )

Luke's € ommyuminy Eme v i F prervmente of o Sy Lube's Hospiml

www.stlukesemergency.com
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HOLLYWOOD HEAVYWEIGHTS HIT HOUSTON

Tilda Swinton, Tommy Lee Jones, and Richard Linklater amp up the Cinema Arts Festival

utshined by perennial Cannes, in-
novative Sundance, and achingly
close SXSW, Houston makes a bold

move to increase the film festival wattage

this month with the Cinema Arts Festival.
Osear winners Tilda Swinton and Tommy
Lee Jones are just two of the avant artists
descending on Space City next month for the
classy celebration of cinema and cutting-
edge verite. Indie idol Swinton graces
several events during the five-day fest,

— including a screening

of her documentary on
gay painter and film-
making auteur Derek
Jarman, and unveiling
a [er'ig-w of her latest
independent feature,

Jones will appear with

3 y

Oscar-winner Tilda
Swinton comes to
Houston.

gifted seribe Guillermo
Arriaga (Amores Per-
ros, 21 Grams, and
Babel) at the MFA, who will also be making
the rounds with a reading and the much-
anticipated “Setting the Scene” workshop for

all would be Orson Welles

A MAN, A CAMERA
AND A MISSION

Pairick MeCutchan sets out to docu-

ment the various tribes of 50 states
hotographer Patrick B. Mc-
Cutchan’s All Fifty State Pho-
tography Tour 1s an interesting

concept, to be sure: travel to major cities

of every state in America, snapping
portraits of people from all walks of life,
including LGBT ers. But it's his message

that puts a unigquely bohemian spin on
the project. McCutchan started put in
Minneapolis and took to the road with
just his camera and his dream, opting to
let the very subjects he's photographing
support the tour. His message is quite
simple—to prove that “prosperity lives

in America.” MeCutchan’s in Houston
now and, much like the WPA and travel-
ing artists before him, he's willing to
ging—or rather snap a pic—for his sup-
per. {We see a book deal in the future.)
You can follow his journey by adding him
as a friend, visiting his website, or even
sponsoring McCutchan along the way, Of
course, you ean also get some pretty hip
portraits of vourself in exchange for your
support. INFO: patrickmecutehan.com.
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Zac Efron in the film Me and Orson Welles, by Texas maver-

ick filmmaker Richard Linklater.

Speaking of Welles, the festival will fea-
ture two headline-grabbing premieres, one
being the buzzworthy new film from Dazed
and Confused director Richard Linklater.
Me and Orson Welles is Hollywood heart-
throb Zac Efron’s grand bid to go beyond
Disney dance mannequin to serious actor,
which isn’t such a stretch, given Linklater’s

uncanny gift to discover and nurture young

H BOX is the portable screening room designed by Portuguese artist/architect Dider

needed the hype, not with
shoeking performances by
Mo’'Nigue as a horrifically
abusive mother, a heartbreak-
ingly nuanced turn by new-
comer Gabourey Sidebe in the
title role, and a gasp-inducing
supporting role by a dressed-
down and mustached Mariah
Carey, who with one role

will make all Glitter jokes a
thing of the past. Precious,
with its leshian schoolteacher

character played with tender

4
sincerity by Paula Patton,

as well as the documentary
Who's ,-\.."?':!‘."c:r rlf‘f\‘r!”l_\' Acher?,
illustrate how the CAF isn’'t shying away
from the LGBT angle, either.
But queers, premieres, and stars aren't

the only attractions the festival is offer-

ing. The innovative H BOX, a futuristie,
traveling sereening room, will draw erowds
at the newly re-acquired Alabama The-
atre, while Discovery Green hosts a closing
night performance by the Houston Ballet
in conjunction with a
viewing of the classic
The Red Shoes. The

event will bring atten

tion to Tilda Swinton’s
The 8% Foundation,
S0 IN CASE YOU Miss
seeing her around
town, this will be your
best chance to witness
the poreelain beauty
1n action

For years, any
Houston film festival

has been an admit-

Fiuza Faustino and sponsored by the Hermés Foundation. It is stationed at Houston's tedly who-knows/who-
histarie Alabama Theatre through the close of the Cinema Arts Festival on November 15 poes/who-cares venture.
and fealures a rotating, diverse program of videos by 10 internationally renowned artists, gt this fete iz sure to

including Matthew Buckingham (USA), Kota Ezawa (Bermany), and Gao Fei (China). Curator
Benjamin Weil, who commissioned the works for H BOX, attends the festival to speak in the
festival's “Meet the Makers" series on November 15. H BOX is open Wednesday through
Friday 1-6 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission is free.

talent (see: entire D& C cast). The festival
will also bring Osear sure-fire Precious to
Houston, a brutal tour de force based on the
breakthrough novel Push by Sapphire. The
film, skillfully directed by Lee Daniels, has
been the subject of countless news items of
late, much due to the involvement of Tyler
Perry and Oprah Winfrey. The film hardly

bring out the powerful
rich and plain old movie
lovers alike, so be sure
to snag your tickets

fast and plan your cinematic excursion early
by logging on to the Cinema Arts Society

website at cinemarts.org.

The 2009 Cinema Arts Festival Houston, at
various venues around the city, is held from

November 11-15,

—Steven Foster
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What a World

by Nancy Ford

THE MAMMS AND THE PAPS

Taking care of women’s health, the Rainbow way

11 is well now, but a few years ago |
was diagnosed with a gynecological
problem.
Bye-bye, guys. Catch you next month.
Fortunately, it was one of those cervi-
cally pre-eancerous situations that was
eaught early. The problem areas, a couple
of clusters of suspicious cells, were found
during a standard annual physical exam
that I had neglected for three vears. It was
either mere luck or divine intervention—
you decide
detect those two little trouble spots.

that prompted my doctor to

My doctor treated my problem easily
with a colposcopy, a procedure that might
best be described as a cryogenic douche.
In what seemed like less than 10 minutes,
he zapped the offending blight right off
what was once my fertile plain. Painful?
Slightly. Not bad. No worse than briefly
holding your face in front of your local
grocery store’s frozen food section with
the wind whipping out of that display-case
door at about 50 miles per hour. Except
exchange your face with your vagina. Best
of luck explaining that maneuver to your
local frozen-food manager.

While it was not the most pleasant
experience ['ve ever had with my legs in
the air, neither was it the worst. The most
negative thing about the whole deal was
the six-week hands-off moratorium the
doctor imposed on sexual activity during
my recovery, a dicey period I've come to
refer to as my Spring Thaw.

Today, a six-week no-sex vacation
would not present a challenge. Today, six
sexless weeks is a walk in the park—a
nice, languid. undemanding, uncomplicat-
ed walk in the park. At the time of my di-
agnosis, however, the prospect of a month
and a half without doing the deed in some
form or fashion was daunting. After all,
the last time I had gone for six weeks with
no sex, there was a good reason. I was
married.

At first I found the paralyzing reality
of having been side-swept by The Big C
was itself enough to squelch my sex drive.
Throughout Week 1, I spent the time [
normally would have spent on sexual
activities by rejoicing in life, stopping to
smell the roses and tossing bread crusts to
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the birdies. Tra la!

Mid-way through Week 2, seemingly
innocent little things like inserting the
nozzle of a self-serve gas pump into my
empty tank set my mind wandering into
the Land of the Lust.

By Week 3, [ cancelled my premium
cable subscription, not previously realizing
how racy the programming of Showtime
and HBO is. No need to be tempted.

Near the end of Week 4, I checked with
my doctor to see if my hands shouldn’t be
fitted with a pair of those giant satellite-
disc shaped cones that dogs get attached

Getting my mamms
grammed is not
my favorite way to
spend time naked

from the waist up
in a small room
with a stranger.

around their heads after surgery to pre-
vent them from chewing out their stitches.

As Week b began, I cancelled my basic
eable subscription, too. That Rachel Ray is
a tantalizing whore.

By the time Week 6 finally drew to
a close, [ was able to astral-project into
the future, visiting new worlds and dimen-
sions where sexuality is not an issue,

a place where humankind finds ful-
fillment through intellect, art, and
reason. Some call that the highest level
of enlightenment. I now realize I was
visiting menopause.

Since my suspicious cell incident, |
have tried to pay more attention to health
maintenance, like mammograms. Suffice
it to say, getting my mamms grammed is
not my favorite way to spend time naked
from the waist up in a small room with
a stranger. Yet, again, it's not the worst
experience | ever had with little metallic

dots covering my nipples. The worst in-
volves a camping trip in Austin during an
electrical storm, but that's another story
for another time.

There are, ironically enough, two
things we women must accept about our

breasts as we grow older. One is that, after

a certain age, they have a propensity to
point due south, almost racing each other
to see which one can touch the ground
first. Gravity is a harsh mistress. Eventu-
ally T hope to be able to simply mention to
my breasts that it’s time for their annual
mammogram, and they will automatically
amble over to the clinic and jump up in
between those compressing plates all by
themselves, like two little puppies in a
vet's office waiting for a treat: Do Mama's
little girls want their mammagran? Do
they? Yes, they do! Yes, they do! Do Mama's
little girls want to put little metallic dots
on their little noses? Do they? Yes, they do!
Yes, they do! That’s Mama’s good girls!
Good girls! Yes! Yes!

The second thing is that we need a
mammoegram every year. Every. Single.
Year.

For those lesbians who have a tenden-
cy to ignore their own physical mainte-
nance, Lesbian Health Initiative—Houston
hosts its winter(ish) installation of their
Rainbow Health Fair on November 7,

8:15 a.m. 'til 2 p.m. at Legacy Community
Health Services, 215 Westheimer Rd.
Mammograms and Pap smears (by ap-
pointment), blood sugar and glucose test-
ing. blood pressure, cholesterol readings,
and a variety of other health screenings
and services are available to gay women
whether they are insured or not. The fair
also presents a panel of speakers address-
ing topies like long-term health-care plan-
ning, living wills, and safe sex, including
my own little dyke-and-pony show with
AIDS Foundation Houston chief executive
officer, Kelly McCann. Come say hello.

Best of all, not only is the Rainbow
Health Fair free of charge, it also gives
lezbhians the opportunity to take care of
their health in a comfortable, friendly,
woman-centric zone,

Try getting that in your local frozen-
food seetion. B
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I.IKE THIS,

lts time to get help
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Raza Pasha, M D

Board Certified: American Board of Otolaryngology

* Houston’s leading provider of the Pillar Procedure®

* Alternatives to CPAP machines

* As seen on Great Day Houston, KPRC Channel 2 News,
and KHOU Channel 11 News

* Comprehensive sinus and allergy management

Srﬁbring ¢ Sinus Center

713.523.8800

www.PashaMD.com
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New Location - 59 @ Kirby
2615 Southwest Freeway #290 * Houston, TX 77098

Schedule your appointment today.




InsideQut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

SECURING OUR FUTURE AND HONORING OUR PAST

Why voting matters—every day

magine trying to play with your children

or dogs while looking over your backyard

fence at a 23-story residential high-rise
with dozens of peaple on balconies staring
right into your backyard.

Weleome to Houston 2009 . . . 20127

Plans for the 23-story Ashby residential
high-rise cast an eerie shadow over the
future of Houston neighborhoods, espe-
cially the Southampton and Boulevard Oaks
neighborhoods where the high-rise will tower
over the Bissonnet-Ashby intersection.

Unless Houstonians want unbridled devel-
opment—23-story residential high-rises pop-
ping up all across the city on already-crowded
two-lane residential streets instead of wider
four-lane thoroughfares—the next Houston
City Couneil must stand up for responsible
neighborhood-friendly development.

So what little voice told more than half of
Houston voters it's not important to vote in
the Houston city elections November 37 The

recession means fewer TV commercials and
less political mail, hence, more voter apathy.
When a homeowner calls the police to
report a man kicking in his front door, he
wants officers at his home ASAP, a few min-
utes at most. Not 10 or 15 minutes. It doesn’t
matter whether the homeowner voted or not.
But he’s lucky. His neighbor took a little time
to study candidates and vote, and she voted
for city officialz who stressed more police offi-
cers on patrol and maintaining fast response
times. Her well-chosen candidates won.
Perhaps the non-voting homeowner will
vote next time, Perhaps it'll take a halfway
house or a noisy bar moving in across the
street to make him spend an hour veting.
As they listened to distant eannon fire
and worried about the British overrunning
their farms and killing loved ones, John Ad-
ams, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jeffer-
son debated word changes in the Declaration
of Independence that would launch a bloody

Jr"R

otor Envy, LLC.

Flight School and Helicopter Services

Tours * Photo Flights = Gift Flights
Romantic Excursion + Holiday Light Tours + Instructional Flights
Almost Anything the Mind Can Conceive,

832-221-0943 + www.RotorEnvy.com
11210 Blume Ave, Houston, TX 77034 (Ellington Field)
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Thank yeL)u
voting ugfas one

restaurantgiitown.

war and the great American experiment
of democracy. No longer would the world
be ruled by kings. If the disorganized and
outnumbered colonies somehow managed to
defeat the British Empire, the United States
would establish the truly revolutionary idea
of people voting for their own government
representatives. That was 1776. Both Adams
and Jefferson died July 4, 1826, just hours
apart on the country’s 50th anniversary. Ad-
ams always swore he'd outlive his old friend
and archrival Jefferson, although Jefferson
was seven years younger, “Thomas Jefferson
survives,” Adams said right before dving. He
didn’t know Jefferson had just died.

The founding fathers were not perfect,
and neither is our great country. They were,
however, in agreement about one corner-

stone of the new democracy: voting

I love local government. 1 absolutely
believe it’s the most important level of gov-
ernment because it’s the one that touches

S —

713, Bb;f.?s?ﬁ www.ak a;L:l_J éh i.net

people’s lives most directly. If you have
tap water to drink, the toilets flush, your
garbage is picked up, and you have a street
to drive to work on, there’s probably a local
government to thank.

I have been an active volunteer since my
youth. Taking up the duty of community ser-
vice doesn't mean we can’t choose areas that
bring us joy or that we find interesting. Duty
doesn’t have to be a burden. But civic engage-
ment must include participation in the po-
litical process that affects our lives every day.
Being an informed voter is the minimum.

I hope each of you exceed that standard.

A candidaie for Houston’s mayor in the Novem-
ber 3 election, Annise I). Parker is Houston's
third-term city controller and one of the high-
est-ranking openly LGBT-elected municipal
officials in the U.S. Her webpage is Annise
Parker.com. To receive the controller’s news-
tetter, send an e-mail to annise parker@citvof
houston.net.

ON THE RUN
(1997)

by Annise D. Parker

You give up: anonymity, autonomy, privacy

To gain; authority, celebrity, a legacy?

Perfect strangers share imperfect

thoughts

So, you're running for office?

Well, just be yourself,

But..

You're too reserved, you need to loosen up!

Don't quip or speak irreverently—you'll offend
SOmeocne.

Smile—you'd seem more approachable.

Don't smile so much, people won't think
you're serious.

Don't cross your arms.

Don't speak with your hands.

Don't stand so stiff.

Your handshake's much too firm

A firm handshake signals confidence

You stand too far away from folks

You need to respect persanal space

You should be more spontaneous,

Think before you speak.

You should cut your hair.

Your hair's too short

You're going gray—thought about a little
color?

Highlights!

That suit's too dark, not feminine enough

Stick with power suits.

Stick to pants.

No pants.

You wear your skirts too long.

Your skirt's too short.

Heels would make you taller

A little makeup's all you need.

You should do your nails.

| hope your speech isn't too boring.

Oh, no, I'm not political at all.
.. What was your name again? Wl

world! aads day

December 1, 2009

Luncheon 11:30am

Four Seasons Hotel Houston

Co-Chairs;

Lara Bell and Roseann Rogers

Honoree: Chevron Global Fund
f‘;helh}' Hmigc award winner:
PWA Holiday Charities

All proceads from the World AIDS Day luncheon banefit
AIDS Foundaotion Houston by funding housing, food, prevention, youth
and benefit counseling programs for those living with and/or
at risk for HIV/AIDS in the Greater Houston area

For more information or to purchase tickets, please contact
Claire Durton at 713.623.6796 ext. 224.
For more information visit \\'\.V\\'.,-—\][)5|lc|p.urg

. -
tibotec

THERAPEUTICS

AP 3 CTRODNT TG BETTRCH POOTLS

* Homes
* Carages
* Garages w/ Quarters

Additions
Kitchens
Baths

Whole House

ArchitectEngineer: Work with ours or we work with yours!

D€ O DETrVICES

T}’IOI' Hearn has always been passionate about building
and renovating homes. Since 1999 he has been able to put
this passion to work. This enthusiasm for home construction
is evident in the work produced. He attributes his success

to three things: Enthusiasm, Pursuit of
Happy Customers.

Excellence, and
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AIDS Watch

by Kelly A. McCann

THIS ONE’S FOR JERRY

On World AIDS Day, show your colors

or the past 21 years, World AIDS Day
Fhus been observed every December

1 in order to raise awareness of the
AIDS pandemic.

Allow me to digress for just a moment:
“epidemic” refers to the spread of an infee-
tious disease to large numbers of people in
a certain area; a “pandemic” refers to the
same spread of infectious disease, but it
impacts higher numbers of people over a
much larger geographic area, like across
continents. In short, a pandemic is an epi-
demic of worldwide proportions,

Now, back to the topic at hand.

The inaugural World AIDS Day obser-
vanee in 1988 was conceived and imple-

mented by twe men who worked for the
World Health Organization in Geneva,
Switzerland—.James Bunn and Thomas
Netter. Thanks to their vision and the
leadership offered by Joint United Nations
Programme on HIV/AIDS (now known as

UNAIDS), World AIDS Day has become the
longest-running disease-awareness-and-
prevention campaign of its kind.

On this day, all around the globe, people
remember those who have died from HIV/
AIDS and eommemorate those who are
living with the disease. We at AIDS Foun-
dation Houston host a luncheon to honor
corporations and individuals who have
made significant contributions to the field
of HIV/AIDS. Other community-based
organizations and public health agen-
cies conduct HIV-testing events, convene
education seminars, and hold candlelight
vigils to bring attention to the important
missions of preventing new HIV infections,
eliminating stigma, and improving access
to life-saving medications for all people
living with HIV/AIDS.

Statistics clearly illustrate that we
have far to go before we achieve those

ideals. Since 1981, more than 25 million

people around the world have died from
AIDS-related causes. Currently, UNAIDS
estimates there are 33.2 million people liv-
ing with the disease, and only one-third of
those who need it have access to care and
treatment.

In 2007 alone, 2.1 million people with
AIDS died, including 330,000 children. And
in that same year, there were 2.5 million
new HIV infections. That means almost
7,000 people were infected each and every
day of the vear, and that trend continues
in 2008/

Of course, sub-Saharan Africa is the
worst affected region of the world with over
22 million people with AIDS living there.
That'’s 68 percent of the global total. In
particular, three African countries where
AFH supports camps for HIV-infected chil-
dren have incredibly high rates of infection.
In the countries of Botswana and Lesotho,
more than 23 percent of the adult population

UT Physicians HIV ‘q\-.n.i.l!iﬂv

unique expertise to our patients. We specialize

| care, clinical trials and HIV pregnancy care. Our clinicians are certified by + Know what puts you at risk for HIV and STDs
l or members of the Ametican Academy of HIV Medicine, the American e Reduce your risk of COHtI'EICtlng STDs
Board of Medical Specialties and the Association of Nurses in ALDS Care « Develop a plan of action to stay sexually healthy
We offer free onsite and handicapped parking and accept Medicare + Refer you to Internet resources & websites
and most insurance plans. Se habla Epanol
ok A program of
IT Health Cenre + il:
:]_|m|5 '.;\"i"'r : ..f.':. A ki Mo ;t ;; For rr:om information, email: Leg 1 Cy
Bellaire, Texas 77401 qr3 projectcorre@gmail.com e - 1
ki 8t _I_: [. IT+#PrysicIaNs It’s strictly confidential! o
www. T physicians.com ; R Hearr legacycommunityhealth.org

UT Physicians” HIV specialists are the gold standard in HIVIAIDS care,
treatment and support. We offer the promise of choice and quality care
with a name you can trust. Our HIV care team is further strengthened by
the 700+ UT Physicians spect lists and -|.|i'\-\l1._-;_i alists who Py ide rheir

in HIV/AIDS, primary

Got a sexual health question?
Want to communicate online?

cOrre

cyber outreach risk reduction education

Let the Project CORRE educators help you:
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(ages 15 through 49) are infected with HIV,
and in Swaziland, it’s 26 percent. Think
about it. Approximately one in four adults
living in those countries has been diagnosed
with HIV/AIDS! One in four!

Adults are not the only ones suffering in
sub-Saharan Africa. Children are also pay-
ing the price. More than 1.8 million African
children are infected with HIV, and AIDS
kills one child every minute. In addition,
more than 11 million sub-Saharan children
are “AIDS orphans,” having lost at least one
parent to AIDS-related causes.

The picture is not nearly so bleak in
the United States, but that doesn't mean
the news is good. The CDC estimates 1.2
million Americans are infected with HIV,
and there are approximately 55,000 new
HIV infections in our country each year.
Locally, one Houstonian contracts HIV
every eight hours.

Luckily, most of our citizens have ac-
cess to antiretroviral medications and
other treatments needed to achieve positive
health outcomes. As a result, AIDS-related
deaths in the U.S. have decreased to about
15,000 per year, down significantly from
the mid-1990s peak of over 50,000 deaths
per year.

However, AIDS still kills Americans.
We at AFH were recently reminded of that
fact in a very real, very personal way. Our
former colleague, fellow activist, and com-
rade-in-arms, Jerry Morales, passed away

in mid-September. Jerry was a thoughtful

and intelligent man with a wicked sense of

humor and a tireless spirit. He was a kind
and caring service provider, a passionate
crusader in the fight against HIV/AIDS,
and, most of all, a loyal friend, We miss
him terribly.

Prior to Jerry's death, we at AFH had
not lost a co-worker to AIDS in several
vears. It is our hope that Jerry will be
the last.

On this World ATDS Day, please pause
to reflect upon the impact this disease has
on our world and on our lives. Think about
Jerry, or someone you know, and say a
prayer. Talk about HIV with your associ-
ates and make sure they understand the
importance of knowing their status. Make
a commitment to practice safer sex. Show
your true eolors (and your concern about
this vital health issue) by wearing a red
ribbon. And take to heart the theme of this
year’s World AIDS Day: Stop AIDS. Keep
the promise.

Kelly McCann is chief executive officer of AIDS
Foundation Houston. For information on AFH s
World AIDS Day luncheon, call 713/623-6796
or visit the website at AIDSHelp.org.

“At its essence, Z%

is about improving qual

4

ore than 20 years of experience
: orking with couples, individuals and
faniilics to strengthen relationships, intimacy and sexuality —
Enhance self-esteem, confidence and life skills — Treat depression,
grief, anxiety and addictions.

Additional specialties include:

Career and Business Development, Sport Enhancement

Kristin K. Anderson Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist

9525 Katy Freeway, Suite 200
Houston, Texas 77024
713-263-0400 ext. 203
www.DrKristinAnderson.com

Voted

One of the
Best Psychologists

OutSwmart Readers'
Choice Awards 2009

FREE INITIAL PHONE CONSUL

ART KELLER, DC.

Work Injuries

Auto Accidents

Acupuncture  Sports Injuries

Thank you for voting me one of

the Best Chiropractors in Houston!
(hitSmart Readers” Choice Awards

CuaiMNEY Rock CHirorPrAaCTIC CENTER
3033 Chimney Rock at Richmond, Suite 440

h
CammnevrockHearmnCenrercom = 713.781.3344
i i
HENIORRHOIDS

Midtown Physicians Ltd., LLP
HemCure

Why Suffer Needlessly?
Non-Surgical “Lunch-Hour” Procedure
Virtually Painless * Affordable

Anal-Rectal-Colon Cancer Screening

713.522.1788

]. Fred Worth
Board Cerlified M.D.

GSO& Fannin between Elgin & Holman FrEdWOrthh[D.(iOElJ
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PastOut

by Donalevan Maines

7 YEARS AGO IN ‘OUTSMART’

embers of EPAH, the Execu-

tive Professional Association of

Houston, donned military and
tropical gear to celebrate Veterans Day
with a military ball at 1415 Bar & Grille.
Former Miss Gay Houston-USA Lauren
Taylor headlined the “Rum &
Cola Show" that highlighted the
event’s “South Pacific” theme,
featuring music from Bette
Midler’s For the Boys and “Stuff i :
Like That There.”

GLBT military heroes were
honored with Internet postings
“Documenting Courage: Veterans
Speak Out,” while current active-
duty personnel kept silent per
restraints of the military’s “Don’t Ask,
Don't Tell” policy.

Mr. Gay Everything Don Gill's favorite
movie Auntic Mame debuted on DVD, while
Mr. Showbiz Jack Varsi recommended the
reading of Unecle Mame, Eric Myers’ biogra-
phy of author Patrick Dennis.

Novemser 2!?02 Hiaps

Bayou City Concert Musicals an-
nounced an encore engagement of Stephen
Sondheim's A Little Night Music at the
Hobby Center, with Paul Hope return-
ing as befuddled Fredrik, Hilary Field
reprising “Send in the Clowns,” and Sylvia

g Froman recalling “Liaisons” past,

as canny Madame Armfeldt.
Third-term Houston City Coun-
cil member Annise Parker urged
voters to approve $808.6 million
in Houston Independent School
District bonds for much-needed
repairs and school construction.
In addition, Parker thumped for
Sylvia Garcia to become the first
inic and first female elected
to Harris County Commissioners Court,
David Patronella for justice of the peace,
re-election of gay-friendly state representa-
tives Debra Danburg and Scott Hochberg,
and Chris Bell for Congress.
Southwest Alternative Media Project
(SWAMP) marked 25 years of dedication

to independent film, including support of
the Houston Gay & Lesbian Film Festival
since its inception.

Channel 8's Ernie Manouse document-
ed “The Big Switch,” a 2-day project that
QutSmart initiated to transform a pair of
houses next-door in the Fifth Ward with
the talents of designers Jennifer Loh and
Troy Broussard.

Also this month in 2002, Houstonians
David Fagan (paddle ball), Charles Caliva
Il (physique}, Carlo Deason (track), Mitch
Mitchell, Carrie Howlett, Lori Hidalgo,
and Kas Cejka (billiards), Frank Garcia
(marathon), Steve Ruimveld (volleyball),
Kevin Taylor (soccer), and Houston Pride
Band members Russell Williams, Debbie
Hunt, Connie Moore, and Kevin Taylor
descended on Sydney, Australia as part of
the Space City contingent to Gay Games VI
and an international band festival

Deonalevan Maines wrote about The Rocky Hor-

ror Show in the October issue of OutSmart.

'I'IIANI( YOU OUTSMART READERS FOR I’IGI(ING

Tl] SII(IW OUR APPRECIATION,
BRING IN A COPY OF THIS AD FOR

25 OFF ON ANY NEW OR USED '
VEHICLE PURCHASE!!!
(excliides Shelby and SVO vehicles) .

AFI'EII YOU NEGOCIATE YOUR BEST PRIGE!

|
-
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Offer expires December 31, 2009,
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NN Hi Def LipoSculpture

For men and women looking for that sharp,
athletic, finely cut physique, Vaser® Hi Def
LipoSculpture can help you get there. Many of
us have areas that seem to be completely
resistant to exercise and diet. Those stubborn
areas can be eliminated and or redistributed to

help you achieve the contoured look you desire.

Vaser® Hi Def LipoSculpture was created by
Dr. Allrcdu Hoyos. He studied the way that
skin, fat and muscle contribute to the
sculptured appearance of the human form.
LipoSculpture is an improvement on traditional
liposuction techniques that often fail to achieve
those washboard abs, or the contouring
differences of women.

A skilled surgeon and one of the only
Physicians to ofter this procedure in Houston,
Dr. Amir Rassoli will shape your body by
removing fat cells in certain areas and adding

fat cells to areas that need enhancing.

Complementary Consultation

CENTER
BODIES/

6363 Woodway, Suite 850 = Houston TX 77057
Phone: 281-501-8357
beautiful@centerforbeautifulbodies.com
centerforbeautifulbodies.com




with

TV station in Ankara, Turkey.

D SPO
%QU Nso*

5
o 5
USTon's crar mAGHY

Check out these fabulous
events co-sponsored

by OurSmart and our
marketing partners.

Nov. 7: Lesbian Health Initiative
Rainbow Health Fair

Houston's Ranbow Health Fair

provides free health screenings and related
information for lesbians

8:15 a.m. -2 p.m. Legacy, 215 Westheimer.
INFQ: Ihihouston.org

Thru Nov. 29: Texas Renaissance
Festival. INFO: TexasRenFest.com

SAVE THE DATE

L |
Dec 6: Red Ribbon Toy Drive benefitting
AlDS Foundation Houston at the Hotel
Derek. INFO: hotelderek com /toyparty

Dec 6: Kindred Spirits Foundation’s
The Judy Garland Christmas Special
and Sing-alang with OurSmas’s Nancy
Ford and special guests. Benefitting
local women's programs. INFO:

@ & kindredspiritshouston.org.

v

Dec 10: Out@TUTS Night with The
Sound of Music. After the performance,
mingle with the cast and listen to fabulous
cabaret music with your LGBT friends at

- Artista. INFO: TUTS.com/out
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University of Houston Graduate College of Social Work students and
faculty, on a study abroad trip, show their OurSmarr at the Samanyola

(utvSmart

Special Promotions and Advertising

TURKEY TIME!

Dale Alexander, professor

of Social Work, shows his

Suzy Lovejoy (r) and Debbie Martinez
went to Japan with OurSmarr. The picture
was taken in Atami, Japan at a Ryokan
(traditional Japanese haotel).

at the UH Graduate College

OurSmarr at the Samanyolu
TV Station in Ankara, Turkey.

Show Us

Your QUTSMART

GOING OoUT
OF TOWN?

Take OurSmart Along
Snap a picture of yourself at your

destination and send it to us. Forgot
your copy of OurSmarr on your trip? Visit
OutSmartMagazine.com and print out a
copy of our magazine from our flipbook
and say cheese. Send high-res images
to Letters@OutSmartMagazine.com or

mail photos to 3406 Audubon Place,

Houston, TX 77006.

Jeff Turner and OurSmarT at The Great Buddha in
Kamakura, Japan, on July 27, 2009. Jeff writes,
“In the highest form of flattery, even The Great
Buddha dressed in green in honor of Joan Rivers'
appearance before him.’

Jason Garcia
Agency
Manager

“We have an experienced,
professional staff who

are ready to give you the
personal advice, courtesy
and service you deserve.”

Rob Schmerler
Owner / Agent

We have great rates for car insurance, homeowners and
renters insurance, life and health insurance, all kinds of
commercial insurance, and a whole lot more.

)2 ¥

-
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Jessica Flores Deb Marshall Moses Lopez
Personal Lines Commercial Property & Casulty
Specialist Specialist Agent

Ed Smith, Tom Fricke, Scott Murray, Cherri Carbonara, and Blake Kotenbrink celebrated
Independence Day this year, relaxing on the beautiful white sandy beaches of the Fire Island

Pines, New York, and reading OurSmanr.

Audi 2009
Clearance Event

Take Pride in your ride.
Make the dream a reality.

2009 Audi A4

AUl 4D

WEST HOUSTON

Travel in the Right Circles

Take advantage of the Audi 2009 Clearance event and make your
dream of owning an Audi a reality. With these low prices, you can
afford to own a car you are proud to drive and save money. Time is
ticking away - hurry in for full details! Audi. Truth in Engineering.

“Mamed One of the Best
Luxury Auto Dealerships”

2009 OutSmart Readers
Choice Awards

e
=,

Call Mike at 281-899-3414 for special
deals on all remaining cars in stock!

Audi West Houston www.AudiWestHouston.com
Showroom hours:
Monday-Friday, 9aM - 7PM

Saturday, 3AM - 6PM

11850 Katy Freeway
Houstan, TX 77079
[281) 899-34D0

A 713-864-5600

www.mardigrasgrill. net A

TOO BUSY TO COOK
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON?

Let Mz Gras Grill do

the work for you! Now

serving delicio

candied y
hot and re
our family,

friends or co-workers!

Turkeys and Hams

are j 1.-'_-'.t49.99 a E'}:' _ﬁ_

¥
ro
"

avoid the
Now. 1 thru Dec

OutSmart NOVEMEER 2008 23




KAREN

A Vote for Karen is a Vote for

Z”“ D E R R Responsible Government!

For City Council At-Large Position 1

Karen Derr, a vocal supporter of 5= et
the GLBT community, is proudly :

endorsed by:

Communication Workers of
America Union

Houstan Organization of
Public Employees
(HOPE)

Houston Stonewall Young
Demacrats

Qak Farest Democrats

QutSmart Magazine

Seafarers Union

Sarvice Employeas

Imemational Unicn
(SEIU) Local 1
Spring Branch Democrats

A Proven Leader in Houston
KarenforCouncil.org - 713.875.7050

Baid Political Ad b)' the Karen Der Campaign - Bob Derr, Treasurer

Want a Medicare health plan you can
depend on?

B0

Ask about the benefits of joining a SecureHorizons® MedicareDirect” Medicare
Advantage health plan

Now's the perfect time to be asking about Medicars Advantage, Part D, and Medicare Supplement
health plans. Call teday 1o review your optlons one on one.

Mounir Dahdah, Agent Manager
713-596-2609, TTY 7111

Live Secury. e Socur

¢ Securetiorizons

A Unined Healthe are® Medsare Sofusiom
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Caleb Smith
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FRAZIER'S

Over 7 acres af anideor/indoor, bame,
garden, & architectural inspirations
to manifest your dreams,

Delivery Available

-e'.f-' '

www.FraziersConcrete.com

979-921-2906

Dpen: Thursday thru Tuesday 9-6pm
23200 Hwy 6 @ 290 North of Hempstead, TX
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New animal advocacy group helps
find homes for abandoned pets

.]"i'
t

Lance Marshall and James Oxford with BARC foster dog, Charlie.

ou could call James Oxford and
Lance Marshall animal lovers.
But they're so much more.

“If you're going to do something, just
do it!” says Oxford. “Make a difference.”

Which 1s what they've been doing
since January. The couple moved back

to Houston just about a year ago, along

with their two lovable dogs Holly and
Penny. Marshall, a film and stage actor,
was working with Karen Derr, a Heights

area realtor and ecity counecil ecandidate

who first took him to the city’s Bureau of

Animal Regulation and Cruelty, otherwise
known as BARC.

“I'd never even heard of BARC,”
Marshall says. Several years ago when
the couple was looking to adopt a dog, they
went to the SPCA facility to find Holly,
their corgi-terrier mix, because neither
of them knew about BARC or that it had
pets for adoption.

“The first thing we saw was a starving

dog in a cage with a fat one who ate all
the food.” Marshall asked the attendant
to move the dog so she could eat, but the
attendant ignored him. First, he moved
the deg and her paperwork to an empty
cage and fed her. Then, he went home and
told Oxford they couldn't just sit there on
the couch watching TV with their two
dogs and cushy lifestyle while other dogs
were starving.

“So we started volunteering at BARC,”
Oxford says. "We went every weekend
and walked all the dogs and played with
the cats.” Pretty soon they had a cadre of
volunteers helping them, but even that
didn’t seem to be enough to put a dent
in Houston’s notorious abandoned pet
problem and high euthanasia rate. So
the idea for Houston Animal Partnership
Initiative was formed. “I wanted a serious
name for a serious problem,” says Oxford.
“But one with a happy acronym, so it's
HAPIL" continued on page 33
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MAKE Your PET

HAPI

With a Centerfold In
OurSmarT Magazine!
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Has your kitty been on the cover of
Cat Fancy? Has Modern Dog called
demanding a feature on your canine?
No? Well, OutSmart is about to offer
you and your pet the next best thing!

To raise money for HAPI, OQutSmart
is featuring the four-legged friends
of our community with a big
glossy spread in the upcoming
January issue. For just $20, you can
immortalize your pet in print.

TR N R T R R R

Just send us a digital foto of your
pet (or you with your pet), your pet's
*  name, owner's name, along with a
»  $20 donation, and we'll put your pet
pic right smack dab in the hottest

magazine in H-town.
It's fun, it's easy, and it's
for a great cause!

For details visit
OutSmartMagazine.com
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Rita Mae Brown
Goes

D 0 And the cats and the horses
and the foxes and the...

by Steven Foster
Photo opposite page by Betsy Sinsel

t would have been difficult to imagine that the young in New York, all in an effort to study gay
woman who penned a firebrand bestseller known for male sexuality, Brown’s private life was
its frank depictions of leshianism in the early '70s as attention-getting as her literary and
would later become more noted to a new generation of socio-political excurgions, Among her list
readers through a series of books “co-authored” by her of lovers were politician Elaine Nobel, the
cat. Still, whether it's the pungent eitrus of the Ruby- first openly gay candidate elected to a
fruit Jungle or the sweet confection of the Sneaky Pie state legislature, and actress-comedienne
Brown mysteries, Rita Mae Brown has continued to and Fried Green Tomatoes author Fannie
confound, surprise, and enthrall with the diversity of Flage, In the late '70s, Brown scandal-

her talent, as well as political and sociological fearlessness. Thisisa  ously bedhopped from tennis star Martina

liberation advocate who famously tussled with pioneering protofem Navratilova to Navratilova's notorious,

inist Betty Friedan over Friedan's voeal exclusion of lesbians in the litigious ex, Judy Nelson,

women's right movement. This is a cultural explorer who sported But through every juncture of her

a mustache and man drag to infiltrate the infamous Club Baths career, Brown has always kept one love

central and constant in her personal, pro-
fessional, and political life. Never has this
passion been more apparent than in her
latest book, Animal Magnetism: My Life
with Creatures Great and Small (Random
House). In the memoir, Brown tells tales
of animals loved and pets lost, using each
fur-covered or feathered companion and
canine acquaintance as bellwethers of
emotional connectivity, spiritual renewal,
and continual reminders on the precious-
ness of life and the imminence of death

OutSmart spoke with Brown while
she was in Detroit as part of a promotion
al book tour, The freewheeling conver-
sation began with talk of animals, but
quickly began to encompass spirituality,
gay marriage, the politics of economics
angry ex-lovers, the origins of American
loneliness, and Brown's greatest profes-
sional regret.

Steven Foster: Congratulations on the
book. Is this something you wanted to
write for some time now, or was it a no-

Kitty: Rita M Brown & 45 a child i He ot elidently, 15
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the editor at the time, was the
one who suggested it, She came
down to the farm and she met
one of my old foxhounds who was
retired, and she just fell in love
with him. His name was Chaser,
and [ told her about his accom-
plishments and this and that,
and she said, “You have to write
about this.” And then she met
other animals on the farm, and
she kept saying, “You have to
write about this.”
So I thought,
Well, you know, Anima
she knows more

than I do. One

of her authors
won the Nation-
al Book Award,
I guess 1 better
write about this.

[Laughs] | think
one of the surpris-
ing discoveries of

the book is that

it isn't just a “my
pets” memoir. You
use these stories
of animals to tackle some very
heavy issues while delving into
some heartbreaking recollec-
tions. Was that difficult foryou?
Going to such a painful autobio-
graphical place?

I think it always is when you
have to recall 1hn~'.[‘ moments.,
On the other hand, it once again
reminded me of how incredible
those animals were, -

1 .\1.\‘_'|'|'|l"||‘~'|'.l
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A lesbian's best friend: Rita Mae Brown explores her long-term relationship with her pets, including this
giant of a canine, in her book, Animal Magnetism.
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Rugs for discriminating tastes,
Services include wash, repair, installation and appraisal.

Showroom in the Houston Design Center
7026 Old Katy Rd., Ste. 164, Hml:t(m 77024
713-522-7870 * www.prideofpersia.com

Appointments recommended.
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5 25% OFF
FREE
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Yuppie Dog

'P. 713.426.5700

www.yuppiedogdaycare.com
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And it's not relegated to just one species.
You seem to have a touch with all animal
life.

Well, I don't know about that, but I know 1
pay attention to them. A lot of it I think is
just being alert. But I grew up with animals,
and I'm afraid most people these days don't,
s0 they don't know how to communicate
with them.

There are some wonderful pieces in the
book. One of the first quotes that struck
me was, “If there aren’t any foxes in
heaven, | don’t want to go.” And then you
say, “I'm a bad Christian, but I'm too old
to be a good anything else.” Where is your
spirituality these days?

I think where it always was. In nature. See-
ing how everything fits together. [ mean,
once you gel inte dogma, I really don’t think
it matters whether it’s Christians or Jews.
There's conservatives, reform, orthodox.
That’s all about the human ego. That's not
about spirit.

You talk a great deal about your mother in
the book. She had an uncharacteristically
(for the time) low regard for monogamy.
Yes, she did!

Andyou've gone on record as saying you're
not pro-marriage. What's your position on
the gay marriage debate? Do you have a
low opinion of monogamy?

I think it’s an ideal. If one can accomplish it,
more power to you. But I don't think people
should beat themselves up over it, which is
why the marriage vows are difficult. You
have to make a promise in your 20s or 30s,
whenever you do it, without any idea what
happens as life goes along, what happens
to you or your partner. I don't care if people
want to get married, it doesn’t really inter-
est me. I understand the medical reasons, I
understand all the legal reasons. Of course,
I would never stand in anybody's way or
stand in the way of that movement. But me,
personally, 'm a lot more interested in job
security. [ mean, what's the good of being
married if vou can’t eat?

Exactly. And speaking to that, of being
with a partner, another line from the book:
“As in all higher invertebrates, the woman
controls the deal.” So how is the deal con-
trolled in a lesbian relationship?

You know, I'm not sure. I really don’t know

how that works out. And in a way it's kind of

wonderful. Whether you get two men or two
women thrown together, they don’t have so-
cietal models to fall back on. I mean, models
at least under patriarchy or at least 10,000
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years old. So they either have to make it up
as they go along or just imitate what they
see around them. And I'm for the ones that
make it up as they go along.

You've had your fair of relationships.
Well, not really. I got my fair share of atten-
tion. |[Both lough| I can’t mate in captivity.

I’'m with ya on that one, Rita.

I wish I had said that first, but it was Gloria
Steinem who said it. But she did finally get
married in her late 60s.

She's amazing. Still. So vital and intel-
ligent.

She's one of the smartest people I'd ever met
in my life. And one of the kindest, too.

The longest relationship | was ever in
was five years, and that actually wasn't a
struggle for me. But [ think it's a struggle
for the other party, whoever it is. I'm not ir-
ritable, I don’t have PMS, I'm not one of those
people. I'm not particularly emotional—
which may be the problem. And when I write,
I'm not there. And people think, “Gee, it's
great that you're a writer.” But after a while
I think [loverg] perceive that withdrawal.
Even though they intellectually know bet-
ter, it seems like a loss of love, and it really
isn't. It's just that it takes everything [ got
to dowhat I do. And then they get what's left
over. And then when the book is finished,
of course, they get everything. But people
aren’t accustomed to living that way. And I
just don't know how else to do it.

It's asking a lot of a partner. Speaking
of, you were in a relationship with Fannie
Flagg.

Well, yes, but it just kills her every time I
mention it, because, for whatever reason,
Fannie thinks people don't know she's gay.
Particularly when she was younger, and
she was just really homophobic on so many
levels, and 1 couldn’t understand it. But
she's always despised me for telling the
truth about her and the two of us. And, you
know, it's too bad, because she's one of the
funniest, most delightful people I have ever
known. But she just has that blind spot. And
I'hope maybe now it’s not there anymore. But
I think she always loathes me.

| could never get it. | was always surprised
she wasn't more open with that part of
herself.

There were a lot of peaple like that in Hol-
lywood in those days—the closet with the
open door, or people who thought others
didn’t really know. But I will always mourn
that, and I'm sorry she felt that way and
felt that I was a terrible person by mention-
ing it in my autobiography. But it's done, —»

pan 2dise for pets

The pet resort for cool cats and dog divas

* 24/7 Drop-oft/Pick-up

by appointment

* Spacious, climate-controlled
indoor/outdoor suites

* Late night potty breaks * Free Airport Parking!

Two convenient airport locations:
Intercontinental * 14500 John F. Kennedy Blvd. = 281.449.DOGS (3647)
Hobby » 7511 Monroe Rd. » 713.941 DOGS (3647)

Pet Boarding * Grooming ¢ Daycare

Visit our website for complete list of locations * www.PetParadiseResort.com

Open House
Saturday, December 5" | Noon - 3pm
Tours «: Seminars «: Vendors @: Prizes @ Treats (=

Danielle Rosser, DVM Thastks to &ll the wonderfu
ok Fariats Vieterinarian readers of OutSmart Magazine
for your vote of confidence

2007/2008/2009 | three vears ina rowl

Become owr Fan on
WestAlabamaAnimalClinic.vetsuite.com | 2030 W. Alabama | 713. SQB 081 8
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Barking Frog
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FROG
GIAN

TERRIFIC Slaughter has taken  both locations.
G over the location Hop on in for

FRO formerly known as Cool stuff at

NEWS! Design Solutions. Toadally Great merchandise as
The Barking Frog Stop by either Prices! well as special

is taking a giant location during the Rumeor has itthat  orders.

leap to Galveston month of November  there will be an No matter which
Their r

LEAP!

for this evenl.
This sale will
include all in-stock

and enjoy HUGE additional 2 Day pad you visit you're
savings of 40-60%  Salethe Fridayand  guaranteed the best

The Barking Frog, East End FALL FROG EVENTS
701 14th Street
Galveston, Tx 77550
409.763.3764 Phone
#409.763.2766 Fax

Gerrl Mutlican, Interior Designer

Novembeé
= Biack day Giam Two Day Sale

November 28
= Art Walk Featuring Photography

- The Barking Frog, West End d
. T =R of Wanda LaBorde.

{formerly Design Solutions)
16708 San Luis Pass Road
Jamaica Beach, Tx 77554
409.515.0661 Phone
409.515.0654 Fax

Gloria Hart, Interior Designer

Devember 5-6
= Laak for the Frog Booth at
Dickens an Strand

T T Ty T

December 12
= Dian Malouf Jewelry Trunk Show
Todd Slaughter, Principal/Designer 2, .
Suzy Chaney, Manager

pleseeie B P e ~ Crrand Opening Celebration

PURYEAR

There’s No Place Like Houston!

Realtor - Licensed Attorney
713-302-6543

www.NoPlacelikeHouston.com
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there’s nothing I can do about it. Why would 1
be ashamed to be in a relationship with her?
I kinda thought she was ashamed of being
in love with me.

Are you in a relationship now?
No.

How's the single life?

Well, it's mostly all I know, really. And it’s
fine. I recognize that most people want to go
in twos. If] find myselfin that situation, I'm
sure it will be good, but I don’t look for it.

One of the strange, and actually quite chal-
lenging, lines from your book was in the
chapter “Finding My Way."” The very first
words are, “The core of American emotion
is loneliness.”

It is.

Really?

Think of it. 1607. We get here on this little
ship and we wind up in Jamestown, or what's
now Jamestown. You're in a lower latitude
than you know, but it’s close enough that
it's not going north to south, in which case
knowledge doesn't travel environmentally,
because it's so different. So there was enough
that we could connect to as Europeans, and
there was so much that was different, and
there were people that were already here
that were so completely different from any
British or European experience.

And there’s no women. And there weren’t
women for a long time. I mean, occasionally
there were a few. They'd send over prosti
tutes or women who were having to escape
difficult eircumstances, but it took awhile
for things to grab hold.

There is this isolation and loneliness.
And I think it's one of the reasons we are
so hospitable. Americans are really a very
warm people. Even if you were from another
country, if you were broken down on the
road, someone would stop to help you. If you
broke down on the road in Germany, they're
all gonna fly right by you. And [ hope we
never get so dependent on government, we
don't take care of one another. That’s what
really terrifies me.

Are you saying American empathy is rooted
in a care of loneliness?

So often it is, even a hundred years ago on
the prairie, in these vast spaces, in very few
what vou would say “sophisticated” settle-
ments, or even small cities. And most of
them are on rivers. [Then| somebody comes
by, and you haven't seen anybody but your
blood family for months. Oh my God, you're
gonna open the doors! You want to know

everything they've seen and heard, what's
going on in the world. You're gonna feed them
even if you don't have much.

The exeitement of seeing another person,
that's still ingrained in us. And I've been in
other places of the world and, believe me, it's
not there. [t's not that the people are hateful,
but they don't have that impulse. First ofall,
their societies are, in some cases, thousands
of years older than ours, and they've evolved
different systems. And personal responsibil-
ity to another human, in this respect, is not
the same.

They're not wired like we are.

But they're good people. They look at it dift
ferently. We're an incredibly open group.
The media's been hijacked by hot-button
issues. That's not who we are. We really are
not people who are focused on single issues,
If you talk to most Americans, they know
it’s all bull. They know it doesn’t have any
place in politics. They may have strong feel-
ings about how you should behave. But let
me make this real simple: most Americans
know you cannot legislate morality. So let’s
focus on what we can do.

| find your perspective so incredibly rel-
evant. But you said something in your
book about chicken one day, feathers the
next...
|[Laughs]

. . . that maybe one day people no longer
wish to read what you write and that this
country worships the new and the young.
Do you still feel relevant in this gossip-girl
generation?

No, not in terms of the popular culture. I
actually think I could be more useful now
than I ever was when | was younger, just
because I've lived so much longer and seen
so much more. But you just accept it. This
18 a vouth-obsessed culture. Why? Because
they’'ll buy more. They know less, but they’ll
buy more. They're gonna get married and es-
tablish homes—they gotta have refrigerators
and cars. Think about it. Television doesn't
exist to teach you anything, it exists to sell
vou products. | worked in television, I know
what I'm talking about. I mean, I've got two
Emmy nominations. Wonderful those shows
may have been, and I sure thought they
were, and [ loved the people I worked with,
but those shows [exist] to sell you coffee or

deodorant.

Do you still work in Hollywood?

No, I don't, because there’s a tremendous age
bias. And I'm actually part of a class action
suit through the Writers Guild of Ameriea
about it. I don't know what'll come of it. but
it’s a pity, because 1 know more now, and —+

EXCEPTIONAL FURNISHINGS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING

SHANNON SMITH |

OWNER |
STORE: 713.231.6060 [
FAX: 713.750.9854
CELL: 8§32.282.8645

shannoneanthonyspatio.com

2803 Westheimer, Suite A
Houston, Texas 77098

(In The Historic Brownstone Gallery)
www.anthonyspatio.com

Offering elegant Solutions to any design situation
with exclusive brands such as

Janus et Cie, Dedon, Ebel and More

™ Board Your Dog 3 Days or More, & Get |

FREE TRANSPORTATION

To The Airport & tc:- F!ummy s*

=

rummysbeachclub com * 713-446-3805
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Rita Mae Brown e previous page

my skills are better now than when I got
those Emmy nominations. But [ was so

glad T had that experience, and some of

those people are still my friends—actors or
producers or whatever. I'm not bitehin’ and
moanin, it's just the way it is, and I'll do the
best I can with it, But at least with a novel,
I could be two vears older than God. Who

cares as long as it's a good novel.

How are you with the writing process? Are
you a good disciplinarian? Do you wake up,
hit it at six a.m., and make sure you crank
out 100 pages?

| am disciplined, and it depends on the sea-
son. In the summers, I'll go out in the morn-
ing and get all the animal chores done and
work the horses and walk the hounds and all
that. Then I'll come back in the afternoon,
because I can sit in the air conditioning. In
the winter it's in the reverse. But I'm very
disciplined. That’s the thing about writing.
If vou're not disciplined, it’s not going to
happen.,

“Creativity comes from trust. Trust your
instincts. And never hope more than you
work."” You said that.

[Laughs] That's the truth,

IF YOU'RE NOT AT YOUR LAST JOB,

YOUR 401 (k)

SHOULDN'T BE EITHER.

|_|'.ui|1;1 a 401k} with a i-r'--Lin-iI:- 1'11I1||-|\1'|' could mean

local financial advisor today.

Jennifer L Riley
2111 W. Gove

ad

M lfuhr

etta Hd

leaving it alone with no one to wat h over iL.

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your M1 (k)
and help you select the one that’s best for you. Ij..‘””.ll like
to roll it over into an Edward Jones IRA, we can help you
do it without paying taxes or penalties. So you ean feel con-

fident s=omeone is looking out for vou and vour 401(k)

To find out whyv it makes sense to talk with Edward
Jones about your 101(k) llpliun?«. call or wvisit your

www.edwardjones.com e

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

You also said, “Good judgment comes from
experience and often experience comes
from bad judgment.” What was one of the
worst judgments you had that gave you
your greatest lessons?

[Long pause, then a sigh] Not fighting harder
to get the womens movement to delay all
that energy spent on the Equal Rights
Amendment. [ think that was the worst
mistake I ever made.

I was young, I was 22, They didn't listen
to me. They wanted to start out by amending
the constitution, and how many amendments
are there? They never did the work on the
local and state levels. They got some great
eoverage on television, and they gave great
speeches, and they thought they were a lot
stronger than they were. They just didn't
know how everybody really lived, They were
intellectuals, and intellectuals are always
a disaster in government. | shouldn't say
“always,” but it's not the right mix.

And lawyers are another problem. And
we've got a cabinet now, and there's not one
person in this cabinet that has ever held a
real job. Thevre all lawyers or intelleciu-
als. There's not one person in this cabinet
who ever farmed. No one made payroll.,
No one knows what it is to make payroll. I
mean, that terrifies me. We need practical
experience. We don't need a bunch of people

[

where their ideas are fabulous and marvel-
ous and they look great on paper, but they
don't work.

I'm so with you on that. My dream would be
a government mandate for everyone to wait
tables in this country for eight months.

[Laughs] God, you are so right! [Laughs]

I mean, it’s incredible to me the lack of

practical experience and the lack of what
the average American has to do to make a
living. When you work from January to June
to support the government! Think what you
could do with that money if it were actually
put into the economy

So what's next for you? What are you do-
ing now?

Well, | have to go to a taping. That’s what's
immediately next. But once I'm off the book
tour, | wanna go home, and even though
it's winter, [ have to order my seeds for the
spring because you get a discount if you
order early. So I gotta go through all the
catalogs, order alfalfa seeds, and all that
kinda stuff. | know it sounds boring, but |
really love it.

I think it sounds pretty nice, actually.

Steven Faoster also talks to Nellie MeKay in this
i af OutSmart may

LELITE

“You can have the last strawberry.”

Only if you feed it to me.”

P tia
STIR THINGS UP

—
Melting Pot.

a fondue restaurant

6100 Westheimer Rd., Houston * 713-532-5011
1.5 Miles West of the Galleria in the Briar Grove Plaza

Reservations recommended * meltingpot.com
Fondue coast to coast * Locally owned and operated

MusT Love Docs

And with these three glam dog hotels—and
one noble benefit—the affection is evident

by Steven Foster

G one are the days when dog kennels resembled something
out of an all-canine version of Oz. Three of Houston’s

finest puppy palaces are more like four-legged Four Seasons.
A dog’s life? We should all be so lucky. Z Pe

Rummy's BeacH House

o

o

e = 3
t Paradise welcomes the pampered poach.
e L . &

Scout’s Honor BENEFIT

If your pooch iz more athletically inclined, you might want to check out (and

check the dog in) to Rummy’s Beach House. Staffed by fierce dog lovers, Rummy’s
focuses on workouts that would make a Rotweiler proud. The emphasis here is
on warm water canine aquatic exercise to reduce pain and inflammation of joints
and tissues, while also increasing the dog’s circulation and muscle flexibility. The
benefit for you is their traveler-friendly service. If you're boarding your dog for
more than three days, Rummy’s will pick up you and your pets, take you to the
airport so you can have a goodbye lick, and then take the precious cargo to their

spa-like faeility.

Per PARADISE

For truly luxe accommodations, there’s Pet Paradise. Spacious play areas, indoor/
outdoor climate-controlled suites, and—natch—a bone-shaped swimming pool. For
added ambience, the furry guests enjoy soothing music piping through the suites.
(With treatment like this, your dog might not want to come home.) If you can't bear
the thought of leaving your precious pet, you can check on him or her with their web
cams, which is a little nanny-cam secary, but we can understand how some owners
might dig it. Pet Paradise also offers kitty accommodations which are, much to the

dogs' dismay, far from the canine areas.

HAPI Tails

o from page 25

There are dozens and dozens of nonprofits

in Houston aiding animals, from Friends of

BARC to breed—specific rescue groups and
spay and neuter groups. But until now there
hasn't been one organization to bring them
all together. HAPI works as an umbrella
group, hosting adoption events where
rescues can bring their animals and raising
funds for spay and neuter organizations.

“How can we get less animals into BARC
and how can we get more out?” asks Oxford
Adoption and neutering are the answers

In just a few short months HAPI
has hosted three adoption events and a
candidates forum at BARC where 20 political
wannabees showed up to talk the issue and
their ideas for bettering BARC. But what the

Montrose favorite Happy Tails Dog Spa is
hosting their Second Annual Movie Night & Silent
Auction to benefit Scout’s Honor, a nonprofit that
rescues animals from Houston and surrounding
areas, including those from the pound. Since its
formation, Seout's Honor has rescued over 1,250
animals. The November 12 benefit begins at 7
p.m. at the River Oaks Theatre, where they will be

screening Beverly Hills Chihuahua because, we're
guessing, Old Yeller would be too much of a downer.
Various items will be auctioned off to raise funds
next door at Epicure Café, including such items

as Yao Ming-signed basketballs, Houston Texans'
club-seat tickets, spa packages, wine baskets, and
art by animal-loving artists George Rodrigue and
Kermit Eisenhut. 100 percent of the proceeds go
directly to providing needed funds for vaceinations,
spaying and neutering, and veterinary care for
abused and abandoned dogs and cats. For tickets,

contact lcarlock@gibbs-bruns.com. &

couple really wants is a eitywide adoption
fair similar to the ones they saw in New
York sponsored by Broadway Barks, the
group founded by Bernadette Peters and
Mary Tyler Moore. Oxford envisions a day of
pet adoptions, live music, and face painting,
maybe held at Eleanor Tinsley Park along
Allen Parkway. Sort of a Bayou BARC day
with all the shelters and rescue groups
participating.

“But first we have to raise a lot of money,”
Oxford admits. “I want all the groups to just
show up with their dogs and not to have to
pay for anything.”

Fostering a spirit of cooperation among
all the animal groups and the city is a big
part of HAPI's mission. And Oxford aims to
keep everything positive. “I don't show up
at city council and yell and show photos of

dead dogs.”

Continuous polities has been the norm
for the past several vears as volunteers have
battled the understatfing, overpopulation,
and frequent deadly outcomes at BARC,
which this year was removed from the health
department for more strenuous oversight.
3ut both Oxford and Marshall are hopeful
that HAPI can be part of the solution,
bringing all the groups together and helping
fund them,

“We just need to stop the infighting and fit
all the pieces together,” Oxford says. “I think
we can all make a difference.”

For more information on HAPI and how to

help, visit hapi.wetpaint.com.

Marene Gustin interviewed former New York
Times eritic Frank Rich for the October issue of
OutSmart magazine. W

Cutsmart
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PetlBoutiguel
713-533-1117

802 West Gray - Houston, TX

www.SashasSudsNDuds.com

Who's watching
the kids when
you Te away?
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This is not a model, Wally is an actual clienf!

Pet Sitting

IN THE HEIGHTS

Experienced » Bonded  Professional = References

Competitive Rates: $33/day or $16.50 per visit.
Special Neighborhood Discaunt $25/day!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights
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Cat Cal

A quest for her Dear Pussy
brings perspective to one activist
about President Obama’s promises

by Sally Sheklow

ur cat got out last night.
Balmy summer evenings
must be the call of the

kitty-wild to Dear Pussy

(not her real name).

Wifey and I took turns calling her from
out the front door and then the back. She
ignored our coaxing. Maybe you heard
us—or same other equally desperate cat
owner—stage-whisper, hissing into the
past-bedtime darkness, “Psss-psss-psss,
kitty kitty kitty, psss-psss-psss!”

Wifey, who has to get up for work
earlier than I do, abandoned hope and
went to bed. I was too worried to join her.
(Talk about a threat to the sanctity of
marriage!)

Dear Pussy vs. the sharp claws of
night-roving raccoons. After-hours speed-

ers not even watching for cop cars, let
alone a black and white of a much smaller
scale. A mouse in rat-poisoned death
throes posing as a midnight snack. You
name it, I worried about it. This must
be how my poor parents felt during my
incorrigible high school years, while they
waited up, frantic, all those nights when I
was out doing “nothing.”

I pushed the screen door open and
tried again. I psss-psss-psssed for all 1 was

worth. No kitty. Also no snarling raccoons.

Or screeching tires. Or toxic wretching.
Thank God(dess.)

I'd have to stay up until Dear Pussy
came home—or turned up as road kill,
God(dess) forbid. I was too anxious to
sleep. I switched on the late edition of The
Rachel Maddow Show. My favorite com-

mentator’s brilliant news analysis might
lessen my cat-astrophizing.

Rachel reminded viewers that our
president has yet to pass the Employment
Non-Discrimination Act (trans-inclusive),
overturn Don't Ask Don'’t Tell, or undo
the Defense of Marriage Act. Then, in all
her Rhodes Scholar dykey handsomeness
(drool, drool), Rachel ended her show and
bid me goodnight. I clicked off the TV and
barefooted onto the back deck.

I called out over the railing, “Psss-psss-
psss, kitty kitty kitty, psss-psss-psss.”

Silence.

Not a sign of Dear Pussy.

While I waited for the pitter patter of
little kitty paws, I stood under the starry
sky and wondered, I8 our president stray-
ing from his campaign promises? Can
Obama supporters coax him back? Are my
president and my cat beyond retrieval? Do
I still have the audacity of hope?

[ settled into a deck chair and looked
for the big dipper, the “drinking gourd” un-
derground railroaders followed to freedom.
I was trying to imagine Harriet Tubman’s
night terrors when Dear Pussy came
prancing up the back steps as if it had
Just oecurred to her that she'd prefer to
spend the night in the comfort and safety
of her own home with the people who pet
her and groom her, buy expensive erganic
kibble, pay the vet bills and provide cushy
furniture—not that I'm resentful.

Dear Pussy trotted right past me with
a What-Me-Worry? look on her furry little
face, scampered through the door and
curled up in her spot on our comfy sofa
{aka the homo-sectional).

I lingered on the deck. A shimmering
moon rose over the rooftops. I took in the
soft night air scented with jasmine, nico-
tiana, and heliotrope. If Dear Pussy had
come in when Wifey and 1 first called her,
I'd have missed this quiet, sweet-smelling,
moonlit moment. If Obama had made good
on his word the moment he got into office,
we'd have missed an awful lot of strategic
organizing and heartfelt community build-
ing. But enough already. Time to come
on home.

The neighborhood was utterly quiet

all except for the distant, soft, harmonic
rasp of a train whistle. That, and some
other poor shmo in some other backyard
calling, “Heeeeeeeeere kittykittykitty-
kitty!” into the night.

Award-winning writer Sally Sheklow lives with
Wifey (not her real name) and Dear Pussy (not
her real name) in Eugene, Oregon.
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In the

t begins, most obviously, with the

articulation of her name. The “*Kay”

appears to thyme with “day”™ but

instead rhymes with “die.” This

disjunct is symbuolic of everything

about Nellie McKay. She seems, in
photographs and on paper, as a sweet, doll-
like charmer. But McKay is no amusement
park kewpie. Beguiling, true, but artisti-
cally and intellectually McKay confounds
easy expectations, refusing to be placed
peacefully onto some neat, categorized pop
mugic shelf,

McKay slipped into the musical edg-
estream a scant six vears ago by disarm-
ing eritics with lyries of surgical-strike
precision, softened by the dizzy anesthesia

for her sophomore effort. When the label
balked, she coughed up her own cash to
complete the project, and sweet-talked
legendary Elvis Costello producer Geotf
Emerick to finish the album gratis. Then
she proceeded to trashtalk the record com-
pany in every interview, never losing her
trilling lilt of a voice. Of eourse, the press
turned her into a shrew, a troublemaker,
the Lindsay Lohan of alt-pop. They loved
her, but every critical pat on the back felt
strangely like a slap in the face.

“1 don't know how a lot of people do it,”
admits MeKay while on tour in Seattle. “A
lot of people, they just have that kind of
shameless quality where they don’t care
what people say about them. Or maybe

Doris Day was always known for her
voice. But it was the naughty wink sex
comedies of the '60s that made Day an in-
ternational superstar and box-office draw,
showecasing Day's peerless skin, blue sky
eyes, white gold hair, and perfect but mod-
estly couture-draped body, as well as her
impeceable comedic timing. But Day's real
life more closely resembled her shattering
turn as a Hitcheock blonde in the tortuous
classic The Man Who Knew Too Much. The
hotel scene where cinematic husband Jim-
my Stewart tells Day's character their son
has been kidnapped 1s almost too wrench-
ing to take, and, sadly, it was this role
that was truer to life than any bubble-bath
romantic faree with closeted actor co-star

¥

Thelcloser.you'spinlintolMcKay:sidizzvinglorbitiitisieasy

to'see whvithe'singer has'such'aniaffinity.foriDoris:Day

of her voice, which floated dreamily along
buoyant cabaret-from-another-planet
musical melodies. The digcerning col-

lege crowd and choosy gay music lovers
followed accordingly, drawn to songs like
“Cupcake,” where she channeled a disco
dancer who relented to the concept of gay
marriage, and tunes such as “Won't U
Please B Nice” that expressed the child-
like sweetness of loving infatuation in one
verse while revealing murderous adult
ardor in the next. “If you would sit oh so
close to mefthat would be niee like it's
supposed to be . . . If you don't I'll slit your
throat.” None of the bloodlaced lyricism
was mere artistic posturing, either. With
only one album under her belt, McKay
demanded her record label greenlight

a double disc CD of more than 20 songs
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they do have it and they just put on the
armor. I don't know, every day | wonder if
I'm doing the right thing”

Second guessing aside, McKay's obvi-
ously doing something right. Her new
album, Normal as Blueberry Pie, a tribute
to the classic erooner Doris Day, was glori-
ously received and is selling briskly. Me-
Kay’s voice is tailor-made to follow Day's,
and what she lacks in erystalline clarity
of Day’s unigue pipes, McKay more than
compensates for with attitude and style.
Blueberry Pie manages to channel Day's
playful musical narrative, while infusing
each song with McKay's own champagne
chanteuse sensibilities. The closer you
spin into McKay's dizzying orbit, it's easy
to see why the singer has such an affinity
for Day.

(and best friend) Rock Hudson. In reality,
a gay husband would have been a welcome
relief. Day’s real-life spouses were, at best,
thieves, making off with her significant
fortune, and at the brutal worst, physically
abusive, jealous, tyrannical alcoholies.

As the sexualized "7T0s east Day into
irrelevance, she drifted away to her 11-
acre Carmel ranch, appearing in public
only when causes near and dear to her
heart forced her to show her face and, once
again, grace the world with that intoxicat-
ing voice, if not in song, in support. She
famously stood by Hudson’s side as the
actor, gaunt and ghostly from the ravages
of AIDS, admitted he was dying from the
disease. But her less-than-secret love,
of course, was for animals. Day hosted a
show about animals that aired on the —

Up, up & away: Nellie
McKay is high on the
success of her new CD
of buoyant, balloon-light
Doris Day covers.

OutSmart NOVEMBER2008 37



Christian Broadeasting Network, and
continued to raise awareness for animal
rights, though she preferred the role of
silent supporter over celebrity spokesper-
son. The only time anyone can truly count
on hearing from Day is when one of the
oldest classic radio stations in the coun-
try celebrates her birthday. Every year
Day faithfully calls the s
a birthday chat, only to vanish again to

ition to have

her ranch, content to spend her days and
nights with the only companions she knew
would never break her heart—her dogs.
And it we

the worl

this pet passion that brought
s of Doris Day and Nellie McKay
together, though MeKay was primed for

Day’s classic sound before she was even
aware of the singer’s canon.

“We found these eight tracks
Salvation Army,” McKay recalls. “/

my mother would listen to Blood, Sweat
& Tears, and I would listen to Tommy
Dorsey.” This musical taste—more Billie
Holiday than Backstreet Boy—was just

one of the traits that made McKay some-

what of an outsider in her social circle
Instead of fitting in to whatever Heath-
ers’ peer group was in power vogue at the
time, McKay forged her own way, opting
for personal passion rather than a mass
mall mindset. She took to social activism,
and it was during one such rally that she
first encountered Doris Day’s music.

“T was at an aquarium protest in
Baltimore, and [ went to a music store,”
explains McKay. There, she found a Doris
Day album, as bright and luminous and
fake as the aquarium she was protest
ing. “I liked the cover. It was a very kinda
kitsch cover. It was during her earlier
Warner Brothers days, so 1t was the late
405, and the hair was in an up-do, and she

was in an evening gown with [ think 1t
was a cape, and she was on a boat. It was
a fake boat with a fake sky, and it really
:l'!l;lt'(lll'd to me, So | ]"n.‘krl':; 1L up, and 1
listened to it on the bus ride home from
the protest, and [ was just smitten.”
Still, MeKay was no fool and real
ized early on that the music “appealed to
a more romantic time, even if that time
never really existed.” This wry appraisal
of the real world behind the soft-focus fa-
cade is what gives McKay's original work
its acerbic appeal. She may sound like a
pillow-talk sweetie, but she understands
en than not the bed is made

that more of
of nails
However, Day would eontinue to show
up in McKay's path, by almost magical
Hollywood plot coincidences. The New York
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Pearls not included: McKay, with her two dogs, Hank (I} and Bessie. Hank is actually a foster
dog looking for a good home. To adopt Hank, contact Emily @inourhandsrescue.org. Maybe if
you ask nicely, Emily will throw in the necklace.

nes would ask her to review ['P:L}"-- hi-

graphy. Knowing the two singers shared
a proclivity for animal-rights issues, The

Bark asked her to interview Day.

“I always heard about her [activism]

Dick Gregory or ndy Dennis or Sid Cae

sar, Julie Christie, vou start to see thin

in the animal-rights new ind

stuff. Pink. They say getting involved with

politics will hurt your career, but I can't

tell you the number of people I've boug
beecause they fight for the animals or civil
rights, gay rights, women’s rights. Because
even 1 you don’t like what ||II'_\. sound
like, sometimes you like what they stand
for, you know? Or even if you just like one
song, you buy the whole album because
you want to support them.”

Support turned to emulation pretty
gquickly. But if McKay was going to honor
Day,

prec

she would do so with painstaking

sion, right down to the vintage micro-
phones used to record the tracks
“Singing into those old microphones,

those same mic

rophones you see in old
pictures of Doris Day or Billie Holiday or
Frank Sinatra—that was just delightful,”
swoons McKay. The recreation of a long-
gone studio aesthetic only enhanced the
recording process, imbuing the sessions
with a stirring authenticity that was pal

pable. McKay smiles. “When you feel like

vou got it, it’s such a great feeling.”
That emotion is apparent on the

album, coming through in delightful,

cand

Mck

practical

iv-colored pastel playfulness. When

r sings “Go on now, 8

v see animated birds flutter-
ing out of her kl'l{]'. And while it sounds
impossibly or annoyingly cute, somehow

it works. Perhaps that's because Normal
as Blueberry Pie engages all the standard
glockenspiel of a musical era that skipped
through influences as easily as a musical
heroine would hop down a backlot lane,
never landing in one spot long enough

to wear out its welcome. There’s a little
Calypso spice, bluesy brushes on a drum
kit, background vocal doo-wep call and
response, \Jllt! |1|;|1[.\|}' vocals that tickle
the ears like so much audio Perrier. The
CD m:

of Day voeally, vet is wholly owned and

1ages to honor the musical styling

fleshed out by McKay's musical dexterity.
She might not possess the icon's unigquely

glassine voca rity, but she nails the

;_'_'t.".l1|l.' exuberance and .lil'_ DOELTY that is

pure Doris Day.
“1 just wanted to do a good album,

knowing that we'd have t
ments together, and wanting to do some-

thing different. I still don't know if it was
a good idea, but I'm glad we did it.” Critics

agree, handing McKay some of the most

ret the arrange-
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In the Pink

cor from page 38

adoring reviews of her career. But lest one
think McKay's going to be pigeonholed,
think again. After all. this is a woman
who played Peggy Lee like P.J Harvey,
starred on Broadway in The Threepenny
Opera, stealing the spotlight from bigger
costars Cyndi Lauper and Alan Cumming,
and even tried her hand at stand-up. *Very
badly,” she admits somewhat jokingly.

“I consider myself a fairly cantankerous
person, but I'm not nearly bitter enough to
do comedy.”

That restless artistic daring recently
brought a call from the Alley Theatre. The
Tony-winning eompany has just commis-
sioned McKay to pen a musical for their
|]FJ('(|H|i|“IE season.

“I have to have my first draft by next
May. One of the sponsors sent me a bunch
of books of French literature, so I'm still
working my way through them, but I think
it'll probably be a more contemporary
story. I think they're hoping it will be
something about tough times, so it will be
reflective of what's going on now.”

That musical may have to be writ-
ten on the road. McKay and her band are
on tour right now to support the album,
and the cabaret act is a hot ticket. *We
just came from San Francisco. We were
rehearsing and cursing the day the album
came out, but somehow it's all paid off. We

just did six shows there. And now we're in

Seattle. The band is real truants, they're
rebels. You never know what they're going
to do.” That rebel spirit should play well
when Nellie and company take to Craig
Ferguson's show on November 11,

Until then, McKay is content to just
keep moving, whether it’s on the tour bus
or walking her dogs around Central Park,
which is a fitting respite for someone who
just tackled a tribute to one of America’s
most beloved musical treasures. Sure she
felt the pressure. But McKay admittedly
enjoyed the entire experience.

“1 did,” she canfesses in her charm-
ing, almost boozy cartoon veice. “More so
at certain points, because sometimes you
reach a quandary. I don't deal with stress
the best.”

She gigples.

“It's like Doris Day in Midnight Lace.
You're going insane.”

Perhaps, perhaps, perhaps. But like
Day’s lighter cinematic romps, it’s a fun
kind of crazy.

Steven Foster also talks to Rita Mae Brown in
this issue of OutSmart magazine
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Faltermayer delighted early visitors
as he created the festival's large signature
artwork on a Saturday morning, layering and
blending colors, slowly bringing the animal
to life. “It takes strong thighs” he laughs,
recalling the creation process,

Faltermayer remembers laughing a lot
that weekend. “1 met new people and old
friends,” he says. “We enjoyed the simplest
of life’s pleasures.” —
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continued from page 42

Early Days in El Salvador

But life hasn't always been times of laugh-
ter for Faltermayer. He was born in 1965
in the poverty-stricken Central American
country of El Salvador, a small nation fac-
ing the Pacific Ocean, Most of its citizens
are descended from Maya Indians, Aztecs,

the local beach,”

and the Spanish.

Voted One of the Best .,,N ew Bestaurants
est Catun Bestaurants!

& One of the

Monday - Thursday
11 am - Midnight

Friday/Saturday
11am-3am

BB’s Cajun Cafe
2710 MONTROSE BLVD.
713/524-4499
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Faltermayer’s family lived in the
capital city of San Salvador, where his
father was a car salesman and his mother
worked at a pharmacy. “We were part of a
very small middle class. We had a decent
home and a car and could actually ride to
he says.
attend school and get a basie education.”

Faltermayer remembers that he played
soccer until he was 12, but then dropped

o
/ /
7
S
It's not just about the animals: Faltermayer’s

diverse works include (I-r) Marlene Dietrich,
bare-chested men, and Frida Kahlo.

out. “I was considered somewhat of an odd-
ity. I knew I was different, but T couldn’t
put it into wards. I gravitated towards
girls as friends. They found me witty and

charming and enjoved my company. [ had

“We were able to

a great love of beauty and noticed fine
details. [ expressed this in artwork, but [
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never shared it with anyone. And 1 never

connected to the dominant macho culture.”
Like many other parts of Central

America, Faltermayer’s country was af-

flicted by warring factions of guerillas. “Dif-

ferent groups rose up to fight against the
corrupt government and military,” he says.
*Citizens living 1n poverty felt oppressed
by the rich landowners. There were lots of
homegrown rebel groups with three initials
for names, referring to things like work-
ers, laborers, and liberation.”

Faltermayer remembers the sounds
of gunfire in his home city. He regularly
heard first-hand accounts of nearby vil-
lage massacres, “These rebels didn't have
any respect for life or human rights,”
he says. By 1977, Faltermayer's parents
began the process of immigrating to the
United States, with their eyes on Houston.
“They saw no future in their homeland. 1
probably would have gone insane there.”

New Hope in America
Faltermayer entered the United States in
1980, with the birth name Salvador Ber-
mudez. “I was young, and America was a
totally open horizon for me, where dreams
he recalls.

He spoke enough English to make it
through his freshman year of high schoal,

could come true,”

where he worked hard to improve his

fluency and to curb his accent. “You know
you've mastered a language when you

ays. During that freshman
year, Faltermayer’s art teacher noticed

his artistic talent. “*She collected my best

artwork and put together a portfolio,” he

dream in it,” he s

remembers. “Then she told me she had ar-
ranged for an audition at the High School
for the Performing and Visual Arts.”

The audition was suceessful, and
Faltermayer completed high school there.
Looking back at these high school days,
he says, “I had a great sense of wonder.
Everything was new—the language, the
culture, and the people.”

The next fall, Faltermayer entered
the Otis Parsons School of Design in Los
Angeles. ©
listening to the music of Kiss and Adam
& the Ants” “I finally
had the opportunity to be a rebel.” The
finaneial burden of a college edueation

I enjoyed having purple hair and

]]L‘ remembers.

quickly became prohibitive, however. At
the completion of his freshman vear, the
rebelliousness yielded to practicality.

“I worked as a layout artist for a group
of Houston community newspapers for
many years,” Faltermayer says, “then
[ found a job in the art department of a
large nutrition enterprise.” He was caught
up in the personal computer revolution
within the workforce of the 1980s and —
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Places to Work Out

“Thanks everyone!”
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USTON GYM

1501 Durham

713.880.9191

www.houstongym.com

Feeling anxious? Overwhelmed?
Still haven’t found “it”? Let’s talk.

+ Relationships and Family
* Post-Traumatic Stress

« Depression, Anxiety, Bipolar Disorder

D. Scott Stanley, PhD, LMFT, LPC
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1458 Campbell Road, Suite 250A, Houston, Texas 77055
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Insurance Accepted

Stand-up Artist

confinued from previous page

1990s. He learned new skills and con-
tinued to build an ever-more-impressive
portfolio of work.

In 1996, Salvador Bermudez changed
his name to Kelly Faltermayer. “I'm not
sure where Kelly eame from,” he says. “It
could have heen Jaclyn Smith’s character
on Charlie’s Angels. My last name was
taken from Harold Faltermever, the musi-
cal arranger for disco diva Donna Sum-
mer. But T got one of the letters wrong!”

In 2004, Faltermayer joined a corpo-
rate communications group at AlG Retire-

ment Services, where his duties included

the preparation of a monthly magazine.
Recently, the economic downturn claimed
his job. “It's good to have a little more
time for my art,” he says, contemplating
the results of his layoff, “but 1 really look
forward to getting back to work.”

Drawn to Fantasy

Although Faltermayer is a skilled com-
mercial artist, he has always created per-
sonal artwork in his free time. “I'm very
interested in science fiction fantasy,” he
says. “I like the science element—the mar-
velous possibilities.” Much of the artwork
that passes for science fiction these days,
he says, really isn’t. “T'rue seience fietion
is based on science and stays within the
boundaries of what might be possible, It is
not about outlandish things.”

Faltermayer's examples of true science
fiction are Blade Runner and 2001: A
Space Odyssey. “It’s possible that all this
could happen in the future” he says. "And I
love the idea that a man might fall in love
with a robot that possesses completely hu
man physical characteristics.”

Sleek technology, beautiful animals,
and attractive human beings show up in
Faltermayer's fantasy work. “I love men,”
he says. “I like the mathematics of their
faces and their bodies.”

When he creates fantasy portraits,
he usually begins with someone he has
seen or with a picture in a magazine that
appeals to him. “l see amazing lips, eyes,
gestures. With the image floating in my
head, I begin to highlight the qualities
[ like the mogt. I make changes to other
characteristies to make them more appeal-
ing. I end up with someone who 15 an ideal.
It's someone who I love to look at”

Waorking for a large comie book
company like DC or Marvel occurred to
Faltermayer. “But I realized that I would
be an inker or a colorist of other people’s
sketches. I didn’t want to be limited to just
one aspect. | wanted to work from original
concept to completed piece.”

Establishing Gay ldentity
Faltermayer came to America at the
crossroads of becoming a man. "I was in
high school when I came out,” he says.
“l used my school friends as a testing
ground. Then I came out to my parents.
It was not a surprise for them, and they
accepted it because | was their son. 1
tried to explain to them that science
shows a genetic bagis for homosexuality,
but I don't think they completely under-
stood that.”

Remembering his high school years,
Faltermayer says, “They were the best of
times and the worst of times. I thought
America was welcoming and accepting.
But being gay wasn't a picnic. Not every-
one had open arms. It was a difficult real-
ity for a 16-year-old to face. As a teenager,
I was often filled with rage, because |
couldn’t understand all of it. T couldn’t put
the sacial puzzle together.”

Still, Faltermayer knew that life in
Central America as a gay man could have
ended in death for him. “Gay men there
are looked at as freaks that need to be
extinguished. I never had any desire to
return to my homeland for that reason.”

Contemplating the issues of gay mar-
riage, Faltermayer says, “The inequities
are ludicrous. But culture is what it is,
and it will not change overnight.” Still,
he's hopeful when he sees today’s young
gays. “Recently, I was driving through
Montrose on Fairview, following a pick-up
truck. There were two young boys about
15 or 16 in the back of the truck. I could
tell they liked each other. Suddenly they
reached across to each other and kissed on
the lips. It helped me realize how far gay
men have come,”

A Life of Exploration

“If I summed my life up in one word,

it would be exploration,” Faltermayer
reflects. “Understanding life has always
been a challenge for me, and I've constant-
ly searched for answers.”

As a child, Faltermayer remembers
being given a white shirt and being taught
basic religious prayers. He was then taken
to a church for his first communion. “I
was just doing what I'd been told to de,” he
says. “But it didn’t have any meaning for
me. It was just a cultural tradition.”

Lacking religious groundedness, Falter-
mayer sought for meaning in life elsewhere.
“One day at work, someone left a copy of
Ayn Rand’s Atlas Shrugged in the employee
lounge. I began reading it and couldn’t put
it down. It gave me a reason for my rage,
and it changed my life,” he says.

He gravitated to Rand’s rational objec-
tivist philosophy, but later realized that —
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continued from page 47
her virtue of selfishness lacked compas-
sion. “I left objectivism behind,” he says,
“but I also found that [ was an individual-
ist, and the most important thing in life
was to be true to myself”

At 44 years of age, Faltermayer be-

lieves he is now true to himself—as an art-

ist, as a human being, and as a gay man.
“I've begun to understand the magnitude
of a life—of my life,” he says. “I realize
there is always something new to learn,
always room for self-correction.”

“Life is a learning process,” he says
“You have to hit the bottom before you
learn to look upward. When you're young,
you have to be lost, or else you're not
really trying. You have to experience
pain and own it. Life ig both agony
and glory.”

“Art is a way for me to connect with
people,”
for me to make friends since [ was in
kindergarten, and that has been very
fulfilling. The imagery that interests me

he explains. “It has been a way

now is different than what interested me
in the 1980s, It is more down to earth and
simpler, Via Colori and their conservation
theme got me started drawing animals
four years ago, treating them like the
human fantasy portraits that I have done
previously. The beauty that I've discovered
in animals is a great source of joy, and

it's something | continue to explore. I've
also begun to do digital illustration, using
Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop.”

Kelly Faltermayer will be participating

in the 2009 Via Colori, to be held at 110
Baghy, beginning Saturday, November 21,
;11 11) a.m. and ending Sunday, November
22, at 5 p.m. The free event is held in Sam
Houston Park and on the adjoining streets
of Allen Parkway and Bagby. More than
175 artists will create colossal-sized works
of art, completely created in pastels. Via
Colori 1s presented by El Paso Corpora-
tion and Quantum Energy Partners and
produced by the Center for Hearing and
Speech (CHS). Proceeds from the event
support CHS's mission to teach deaf
children to listen, speak, and read. There
will be live musie, food, and children’s
activities. Faltermaver invites OutSmart
readers to “stop by and say hello!”

Kelly Faltermaver's impressive and imagi-
) ; / =
native corporate portfolio can be viewed on
his website at kellyfaltermaver.com.

(] 5

Brandon Wolf profiled Annise Parker in the

June issue of OutSmart magazine

It seems like every year I hear about
people going through the same problem,
and ['m sure you’'re no different. They
are scared to death about putting on

10 or 15 pounds over the holidays.
It’s true, the holidays can be hazardous
to your health... and mid-section. After
all who wants to show off an extra tire
around the belly at all the hottest
holiday parties?

And there seems to be no end to the
number of holiday parties between
Thanksgiving and New Years. Every
weekend is almost g guaranteed to be
booked with buffet grazing, boozing,
and holiday cheer. Bon t get mc, wrong
there’s nothing wrong with it..
MODERATION.

['ve seen for years people pack on 10
to 15 pounds in 2 months only to have
to create a New Year’s resolution to
shed it in 4 months! Yo-vo weight
changes wreak havoc on your body and
make it harder and harder to lose the

last 5 pounds every year you get older.

the Holidays Weigh you Down

Fear not, I've developed a foolproof
guaranteed Holiday Survival Guide
which will prepare you for the
holidays and give you the strategies,
exercises, and coaching to guarantee
you don’t add inches to your waist.

If you call right now, I'1] take $23
off the price for this program which
includes a comprehensive program
book, complete with weekly exercise
and nutrition programs, a custom
caloric intake analysis, body fat
analysis, and 2 coaching sessions to
get \*ou on your way to surviving

the h /gLLdayR
| “7 3648

Denis “Woodja” Flanigan, M.S., L.P.A. |

Trouble Finding a Therapist
that Fits Your Lifestyle?

www.DWoodjaFlanigan.com
713.589.9804

2600 Southwest Freeway, Suite 409
Houston, TX 77098
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by Rich Arenschlieldt Bunnies on the Bayou is seeking deserving
organizations to benefit from our 31* anniversary
event, scheduled for April 4, 2010.

Photos by Yvonne Feece

We invite 501(c) (3) organizations that are
performing exceptional work in the community
to apply for funding.

Applicati t be postmarked b
pp lc;:]t:]l:isa?t;fweapnusz'mr ed by Supplement your
Holiday cheer.

For complete information: bunniesonthebayou.org
or call Jack Berger 713.520.7237

- ~Caring about your
health includes
getting an HIV test
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Sign of hope: the historically registered building has been making history
in a far more significant way than simply being an architectural landmark

... by fighting HIV and AIDS.
voking a bygone era, two for individuals facing serious health
palm trees tower over a 1920s issues has put TSHC at the forefront
Gratshby-esque building. This of the epidemic. Countless staff and
registered historie structure, volunteers have assisted patients
completely untouched on the since the clinic opened on May 1,
outside, inside has been replicating its sue- 1989. Twenty years ago a group of ; ¥ s
cess as one of the nation’s most important medical musketeers embarked on an Qe HIV TESTING
huat::n;siui [IlI\'-roln)t.ec: care and research. mur'eldlblu uth_.'cmu re |in medicine, Mﬂnd“'Th“m“{ Iiam-6:30pm
‘elebrating its 20th anniversary, one that continues today. Frid
, s it s Sl ay llam-4:30pm
I'homas Street Health Center (TSHC) “TSHC started as a hospital for y P Ous on uyers u
is the Harris County Hospital Distriet’s the employees of the Southern Pacific Rail- The aequisition of TSHC was pre- L ”
) : 215 Westheimer
(HCHD) freestanding HIV/AIDS treat- road,” according to original staff nurse, scient—it occurred as the number of HIV egac:-y Houston, Texas 77006 3224 Yoakum Bivd 713.520.5288
ment facility, providing medical and sup Jerry Boice, RN, BSN, ACRN. “It had been  cases in Harris County began to rise and ~ £ ‘ (713) 830-3000 across from Half Price Books
Pk e : e ; L e N M e e T it T e e e S 713) 830-3070 Testing Info Line
port services to residents of Harris County used in various capacities before HCHD as other facilities treating patients were (713)
: : i SR : i o ; _ ; : ity - 7 Hours: M-F 10am-8pm Sat 10am-6pm Sun noon-6pm
with HIV/AIDS. Two decades of caring gained possession of it. shutting down. “The Institute for —+ Community Health Services legacycommunityhealth.org p p p
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continued from page 50

Immunological Disorders was closing
and we knew that there would be an
influx of patients into HCHD,” Boice said.
“Combined with the patients already at
the Chest Clinic at Lyndon B. Johnson
Hospital and the Infectious Disease Clinic
at Ben Taub General Hospital, it was clear
that the public health-care system would
soon be overwhelmed with HIV-positive
patients. Lois Jean Moore [then CEQ of
HCHD] was a wonderful advocate for
providing medical care to people with HIV
Under her leadership HCHD chose the
clinic, which, at that time, was centrally
located to patients.”

Dr. Thomas R. Cate, retired profes-
sor at Baylor College of Medicine, was
one of the first physicians to see patients
at TSHC., “With the expansion of the
epidemie, we knew that we had to have a
dedicated, local facility to treat patients,”
he said. As the elinie’s first medical direc
tor, Cate reports that he “just kind of fell
into the job. Very shortly after coming to
TSHC, I was spending the majority of my
time there.”

According to Cate, “Clinics like TSHC
were somewhat rare. There were others,
especially on the east and west coasts, at
the epicenters of the epidemic. TSHC was
one of the earliest facilities in the south
and in Texas.”

With limited medications in their
armamentarium, TSHC staff often found
themselves in medically uncharted terri-
tory. Patients were despondent. AZT, the
only medication indicated for controlling
HIV infection, had been approved in 1987,
and the CDC had just issued treatment
guidelines for the treatment of PCP (Pneu-
mocystis carinii pneumonial, a major
cause of HIV-related mortality. "At that
time I was working with other doctors,
including my colleague, Dr. Robert Awe.
All of us were seeing a lot of opportunistic
manifestations of HIV, especially pulmo-
nary infections.” Undeterred, Cate and
others persisted.

Early days at TSHC were simultane-
ously challenging and invigorating for the
sparse staff. At that time the clinic looked
nothing like 1ts present-day incarnation.
According to Boice, “1t was dark, dingy,
and we only used the first two floors.

he healer: Dr. Peter
odriguez, director
‘of HIV services at
" Thomas Street, says,
“Because our physi-
cians are so involved,
we are able to make

changes to treat-
ments as soon
as they become
available."

World AIDS Day in Houston

Annually commemorated worldwide, World AIDS Day highlights the progress made in the battle against
HIV/AIDS and serves as a reminder of how much still needs to be accomplished in the fight against the
disease. This year, World AIDS Day is being recognized in Houston with the following events.

HIV Testing. Free HIV testing, with no gold card or dana-
tion required or requested. 9 a.m.~1 p.m. daily. HCHD
Thomas Street Clinic, 2015 Thomas St. 713/873-4157 =
T13/873-4026.

HIV Testing. Legacy Community Health Services offers
free confidential rapid HIV testing using the OraQuick-
Advance collection method with results available

within 20 minutes. MONDAYS: All Star News and Video
Emporium, 3415 Katy Frwy. 4-8 p.m.; George Sports Bar
617 Fairview, 6-10 p.m. = TUESDAYS: 611 Hyde Park Pub,
11 Hyde Park, 4-8 p.m.; Midtown Spa, 3100 Fannin St.,
4-8 p.m. » WEDNESDAYS: Club Houston, 2205 Fannin
St., 8 pm.-12 a.m.; EJ's, 2517 Ralph, 10 p.m.~1 a.m. =
FRIDAYS: Midtown Spa, 3100 Fannin St., 5-9 p.m.; EJ's,
2517 Ralph St., 10 p.m.~1 a.m. Free, confidential syphilis
testing is also offered. HIV and syphilis testing is offered
at 215 Westheimer Rd., Monday through Thursday, 11
a.m.-7 p.m. and Friday, 11 a.m~5 p.m. 713/830-3070.

HIV Testing. Planned Parenthood offers daily free
anonymaous or confidential testing at clinic locations
throughout the area. To speak with an HIV counselor, call
1/800-230-PLAN. Dickinson: 281/337-1725. Fannin St.:
713/831-6543. FM1960: 281/587-8081. Greenspoint:
2681/445-4553, Huntsville: 936/235-6396, Lufkin:
936/634-8448, ext. 223. Rosenhery: 261/342-3950.,
Stafford: 281/494-9848.
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llluminations Projeet, an annual music, dance, and
drag showcase, features performers from the Houston
area helping to bring awareness to AIDS. Hope Stong,
Houston Metropolitan Dance Company, City Ballet of
Houston, Regina Dane, Lone Star Lariats, Psophonia
Dance Company, Dance of Asia America, Uptown Dance
Company, Kimberly Anne 0'Neil, Second Generation
Dance Company, Clay Hardy, and Houston Fly Boys per-
form. Nov. 11, 7:30 p.m. Hobby Center for the Performing
Arts Zilkha Hall, 800 Baghy St. $35, Benefits Montrose
Counseling Center and Gulf Coast Archive Museum.
lluminationsproject.org.

AIDS Foundation Houston's 2009 World AIDS Day
Luncheon honors PWA Holiday Charities with its Shelby
Hodge Vision Award, which recagnizes a community
member's commitment and perseveranee o improving
the lives of AFH clients and their families. For more

than 20 years, PWAHC has consistently demonstrated
compassion for those living with HIV/AIDS and dedication
to increasing the quality of their lives.

“The work of PWA Holiday Charities makes life
better for our HIV positive brothers and sisters,” said AFH
chief executive officer, Kelly A. McCann. “For that reason,
we believe PWAHC is duly deserving of this year's Shelby
Hodge Vision Award."

Chevron Corporation being honored for its dedication

and long-standing support of AFH. Presented by Chevron.
Dec. 1, 11:30 a.m. Benefits AIDS Foundation Houston
Four Seasons Houston, 1300 Lamar St, T13/623-6786,
ext. 278. aidshelp.org. (See AIDS Watch, page 18.)

Artists from the Healing Arts Outreach Group, a
program of Art League Houston led by artist Kermit
Eisenhut, display their works in commemoration of World
AIDS Day. Some of the pieces of art on displays may be
for sale. Dec. 1, noon-8 p.m. Houston GLET Community
Center, 3400 Montrose Blvd., Suite 207. HoustonGLBT-
Center@gmail.com

Bethel Church UGG observes World AIDS Day with

a hilingual service of remembrance. The service is

being hosted in partnership with other local organiza-
tions, including League of United Latin American Citizens
and the Houston GLBT Community Center. Dec. 5,

6:30 p.m. 1107 Shepherd Dr, bethelhouston.org *
713/861-6670.

Resurrection MCG and its community partners present
Community World AIDS Day Service, reflecting en how
HIV and AIDS affect friends, family, community and
world. Presented by the Affirming Ministerial Alliance of
Greater Houston, Dec. 6, b p.m. Resurrection MCC, 2025
W. 11th 8t resurrectionmee.org = 713/861-9149

We had a handful of does and about 350
patients. Ninety percent of them were gay
white males, some were intravenous drug
users, and just a handful were women.”

One of those original patients was Da-
vid Douhunt, diagnosed with HIV in 1989
and currently a TSHC volunteer patient
mentor. "I was one of the first people there
when they opened the doors. [ remember
that the place was like a museum—a
dusty old hospital. It looked like something
out of an ald movie, but we didn’t care.
Patients were so happy to have their own
clinie; this was a dream come true for us.
Many of us had received our eare at other
clinies throughout HCHD. We used to get
frustrated, because prior to TSHC, people
would always ask us why we had medi-
cal appointments, and we didn’t want to
disclose our status.”

Stigma, ignorance, and secrecy
abounded. There were still many im-
pediments to caring for patients who
were part of a burgeoning, behaviorally-
centered epidemic. “There was still a
preat deal of fear associated with treat-
ing TSHC patients, even among medical
professionals,” Boice recalls. “We expe-
rienced a lot of stigma from others who
couldn’t understand why someone would
choose to work at TSHC. Every profes-
sional who was at the clinic volunteered
for their jobs there,” Boice said. We edu-
cated medical staff and residents about
transmission issues.

This sentiment is echoed by Dr. Cate.
“The staff was in many ways invigorated
by the challenges that we faced on a daily
basis. Over time we put systems in place
that manitored patients and helped them
to stay well. The patients were very appre-
ciative of our efforts and were very compli
ant with medication and appointments. In
spite of the difficult circumstances, there
were many people we really enjoyed taking
care of.”

Though not publiec knowledge, some of
the TSHC staff had a very close connee
tion with patients in the clinic. According
to Boice, “Several of the staff were part
of the GLBT community. They saw what
was happening to people they cared about
and wanted to be part of a solution for the
epidemic.”

As utilization of TSHC increased. it
became clear to the staff that the existing
“museum” they inhabited needed a major
makeover. “In the early '90= we obtained a
large federal grant to completely redo the
interior of the elinie.” Boice stated. *They
started the reconstruction from the 4th
floor down, demolishing everything to the
exterior walls, When the top two floors
were completed, we moved up there,

Gerting the medications you need, when
and where you need them, is vital. We
specialize in the care of chronic
conditions, such as HIV/AIDS, but we can
also take care of your everyday
medications too. We're here for you and

your family.

Delivery of all specialty medications

One-on-one counseling by expert
pharmacists

Complete insurance billing and

coordination of benefits

Conveniently located to serve the

community

410| Greenbriar, Suite 235
Houston, TX 77098

Ph: 713.521.1700

Toll-Free: 866.523.5995

Fax: 713.521.5855

Hours: M - F:8:30 am to 6:30 pm
Sar: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

2 SCrip

speciaity pharmacy services

The

*CarrollClinic

James M. Carroll, M.D.

icine » HIV/AIDS
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and they began construction on the two
bottom floors. It was chaotic, but as the
employees witnessed the transformation,
we became very excited about working
in a brand-new clinic. Also, patient care
improved dramatically as the result of this
reconstruction. There was now space for
physical therapy, medical records, social
workers, case managers, radiology, and
pharmacy. We were also able to house ad-
ditional medical staff. "

“When Dr. Cate informed us that we
would have access to expanded servie

the result of reconstruction and enlarging
of the clinie, that was a huge help to us,”
patient Douhunt said, “especially with
regard to mental-health issues, Having a
paychiatrist here enabled us to deal with
some of the issues that contributed to our
becomning HIV positive. We were finally
able to address the emotional impaet of
HIV on us and our families. Also, when
case managers came Lo hvl].\ us to get
housing and other services, it allowed

us to live more stable lives and stay
healthy. The word ‘family’ took on a new
meaning—we would look forward to seeing

other patients—the camaraderie through

| will survive: David Douhunt, one of the original patients, is now a Thomas Street Health Clinic

volunteer patient mentor,

out the elinic was wonderful, Patients

motivated each other”

With the advent of Ryan White fund-

ing in 1990, money was allocated for a
Volunteer Program, sponsored by the
People With AIDS Coealition of Houston
“Lynn Pannill [then executive director

facilitated the creation of that program,”

Doubhunt said. “This was a big turning

- _ -

point for patients. Volunteers took care of
everyone, and organizations like the Colt

45's and other GLBT groups also provided
lots of |'|1'-I]) tous.”

While this support may seem ancillary
in nature, in the early '90s it was crucial.
According to Douhunt, “it was beneficial
in many ways, but most of all it helped

people to stay away from activities that

Kennet
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were harmful to them—abusing drugs and
alcohol.”

*“Clinic staff provided much more than
medical care,” Boice remembers. “We were
able to empathize with their situations.
We did take the time to sit and listen to
them and try to give them hope. We did
some research, but it was limited. We just
didn't have many drugs in the pipeline to
work with.”

With any illness, when a dedicated
group of clinicians focuges on a disease
process, they inevitably make progress
toward a solution, if only inerementally.
“After a period of seeing patients with
the same symptoms, we began to no-
tice trends and similarities,” Dr. Cate
reported. *As our knowledge evolved, we
began to take care of patients earlier
When we stopped having to put out so
many fires, things became a little more
manageable. Also, as time progressed,
patients became more alert to what an
HIV diagnosis meant; they realized
quickly that they needed to take care of
themselves.”

“One of the things I was pr'rnud to
see,” Dr. Cate remembers, “was that,
after a period of time, the clinic was able
to provide not just care in response to
emergent situations, but care that helped
us to become pretty darn good at manag-
ing HIV infeetion and its complications.
At that time, this was the best we could

hope for. Patients evolved with the clinic.

As we provided better care, the patie
became more involved in their ewn health
outcomes.”

Today, the man in charge as medical
director is physician Thomas P. Giordano,
assistant professor at Baylor College of
Medicine. Like his predecessors, Gior-
dano shares the same traits of commit-
ment and inquisitiveness. “TSHC has
alwavs been interesting to me because of
the breadth and diversity of patients—all

nders, and risk factors for infec-

ages, ge

tion are seen here. I came to Houston
to train in infectious disease precisely
because there was a large HIV-positive
population, many of whom were treated
in a single clinic. As a physician, TSHC
provided a great opportunity to care for
people with HIV.”

In addition to providing clinical care,
Giordano, like most of the TSHC medical
staff, participates in a variety of research
projects to improve outecomes. “One of
our milestones was the ¢linie’s sub-
gtantial involvement in the 2002 SMART

[Strategies for the Management —*
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of Anti-Retroviral Therapy] study, a col-
laborative effort between UT,
Veteran's Administration, and others.”
This worldwide study, funded by the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, was the larg-
est clinical trial of any infectious disease

Baylor, the

and was used to answer crucial questions
about long-term management of HIV. “We
were heavily involved,” Giordano said. “In
fact, among all the centers that partici-
pated, only the country of France enrolled
more individuals in this study than we
did at TSHC."

Research continues to play an impor-
tant role within the clinie’s medical mi-
lieu. Recently, Giordane and others have
concentrated their research on how to
use existing tools more effectively to help
manage disease. A continuing question for
Giordano is, “How do we get medications
to patients, and how do we keep them con-
nected to the elinie to maximize positive
health outcomes?”

Given that the clinie serves as the
medical safety net for half of the unin-
sured HIV-positive patients in Harris
County, the public health ramifications of
staying on medication and being healthy

Davip Lorms
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The doctors are in (I-r): Gus Krucke, MD, Rodriguez, and Glynda Caga-anan, MSIV. While the
building has changed from its original dark, dated appearance, the current staff is just as pas-
sionate and caring as the first caregivers at the clinic.

are economically and epidemiologically
important.

terms of the efficiency and effectiveness
with which we deliver care,” Gioredane

Today TSHC

“We have made ineredible progress in said. “

is comparable to any
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major HIV specialty clinic in the nation.
Other clinic directors who visit us are
very impressed with the physical plant,
as well as the comprehensive care that we
provide.”

“We are very lucky to have so many
physicians who are doing research on
national and international projects,” says
Pete Rodriguez, RN, BEN, ACRN, the di-
rector of HIV services at TSHC. “They are
and ears that determine which
projects we undertake.”

TSHC is known for innovative treat-
ment, *
involved, we are able to make changes to
treatments as soon as they become avail-
able. We try to stay very current on what

DUr eyes

Because pur physicians are so

is happening with our patients.”
Rodriguez is also very concerned about
adherence to medication and care, *Our
research algo involves patient mentors
who are trained to work with patients and
guide them through the clinie.” They
have had a lot of input into how research
concepts are communicated effectively to

also

patients clinic-wide.”

Seeking to move beyond its historic
facade, TSHC has implemented Routine
Universal Screening for HIV (RUSH),

whereby more than 25,

000 patients access-
mmg HCHD emergency centers have been
screened for HIV. “This follows the estab-
lished CDC
HIV testing as a routine part of medical

guidelines that seek to include

Rodriguez said.
Medical Director Giordano and others

care,”

express sincere optimism for the future
“With proper treatment and lots of effort
from patients, HIV has become a manage
able infection. Patients now have many
options, and as a clinician that's very
exciting to me. Currently, medical practice
is built around episodic problem solving.
Eventually, we will need to transition
TSHC to treat chronic disease and keep
people in care.”

Volunteer Patient Mentor Douhunt
is still concerned about the 50 newly
diagnosed individuals that arrive at TSCH
monthly. “In spite of all of the edueation
that we have done, we still see many
younger people; we continue to battle ad-
diction issues and we continue to combat
stigma. As a mentor [ tell my story and
share how my behavior after [ became
positive has helped me to survive. I didn't
think I would be here after 20 years. All
of the good health I have, I owe to the
medical staff of TSHC. Just by being here
in Houston, Thomas Street Health Center

saves lives.”

Rich Arenschieldt wrote about the Ryvan White

CARE Act in the October tssue of QuitSmart.
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Getting ‘(serious)’

Being counted among
People magazine’s 2003
“25 Hottest Bachelors” and
one of Out magazine’s 2008
“Tastemakers” is the lighter
side of life for one of the
dance world’s most sought-
after choreographers. Trey
Mcintyre talks to OutSmart
about his process, the work
he’s bringing to Houston,
and coming back to a city
he loves.
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by Neil Ellis Orts
Photo by Jonas Lundqgvist

rey McIntyre grew up in Kan-
sas, studied at the North Car-
olina School of the Arts, then
came to Houston in his late

teens to train at the Houston

Fashion azd Bridal
Collections

Ballet Academy (now the Ben
Stevenson Academy). Artistic Director Ben
Stevenson created for him the position of
choreographic apprentice and later named
him choreographic associate. Since leav-
ing Houston, Melntyre has choreographed
=i . more than 80 works of dance for some of the

1 - = S
r T loBked this good,
you'd never COME OUT!"

world’s most prestigious dance companies.
In a few short yvears, his own company, the
Trey MclIntyre Project (which he created in
with his partner in life and dance. Executive

&

/

i NOMTRY

4
_, o
S=pn-="

Director John Michael Schert), has created

T
1

CUSTOM CLOSETS gillh -
MURPHY BEDS ’
HOME OFFICE
GARAGE STORAGE

a stir in the contemporary dance scene. The
company, which now calls Boise, Idaho, home,
is eurrently on its second international tour
and appears at the Wortham Center’s Cul-
len Theater on Friday, November 13 (visit

CUSTOM PANTRIES

spahouston.org for ticket information),

www.SpaceManager.com

713.688.8808 '
/M 7,

Neil Ellis Orts: Looking at some video that
you have on your website, | was surprised
by what | saw. Everything I've heard about
you is Houston Ballet and other ballet a dance company that he says defies strict definition. “The labels of what category [my chore-
companies, but your work doesn’t look like ographyl might fit into, | leave up to somebody else,” he says.

ballet to me.

4
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3841 Bellaire Bivd. - Houston - 713-668-5000

fwmarks.com

Trey Melntyre: Great!

So what are some of your influences?
Clearly your background is ballet,

Ballet is a language and a vocabulary and a
seience for making sense out of an imperfect
instrument in the human body. I think the
reason | still consider myself a ballet chore-

ographer is because the way I communicate
with dancers is through that terminology, |
think it's just a way of speaking incredibly
clearly. No matter where the movement —
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Getting ‘(serious)’

continued fram previocus page

may go, even if it doesn’t end up looking like
ballet, it’s still the process by which that
information is communicated clearly. But
as a choreographer I'm constantly pushing
myself to find new things. I don’t mean just
trving to expand the form or be more creative.
I think as an artist yvou're constantly having
to find new things in yourself because you're
changing every single day, and if you're truly
being honest, each piece is new and differ-
ent. In that case, for me, especially because
I've gotten further and further away from
working with ballet companies, it's prob
ably pushed the style of movement further
and further from that, but still in the end I
consider it all ballet.

On the rocks: dancers (I-r) Dylan G-Bowley,
Jason Hartley, Brett Perry, and John Michael
Schert commune with nature in preparation
for Trey Mcintyre Project's The Sun Road.

One of the things | noticed in your dancers
or choreography is that | feel the weight,
which | generally associate with modern
dance technique. Have you always played
with weight in that way?

I don’t think it was ever a conscious choice to
move in that direction. As far as [ ean recol-
lect, that’s always been something that's im-
portant to me. I like the idea of contrast and
juxtaposition. There can’t be a lift without
weight. I also think that weight has some-
thing to do with my heritage: I was born in
]\-.':I.II.‘*IH" .IIH‘! [hl.".]'!'k“\ ."'-!}f‘l“'t]‘li.'lif i‘i]‘llllll ]‘Jl'.H[}]l'
that come from the Great Plains. They have
a natural sense of the earth under their feet.
| grew up just seeing space; there's barely
even a hill. So there’s something about that

expanse. And the way air hits your body, to
me, is like one big breath out.

I work with ballet dancers, and it's actu-
ally one of my biggest struggles, when [ first
work with someone, to still exercise a fan-
tastic classical technique, but to also do that
through a sense of what’s underneath them.
Honestly, I think the distinctions at this point
in history are meaningless. [t changes drasti-

cally from piece to piece. I guess the labels of

what category [my choreography] might fit
into, I leave up to someone else.

What are you bringing to Houston?

We're opening with a ballet called Like a
Samba. That one looks like ballet. It's actually
the only piece that I didn’t make with these
dancers. [ actually made it some time ago. Tt

was back when I was having a real fascina-

14

ETE

tion with the confines of classical vocabulary
and really sticking to it in a purist manner
and seeing how I could communicate within
that. It's all the musiec of Astrud Gilberto. It's
different riffs, also, on Latin dance and incor-
porating that into classical vocabulary.

0

The next piece is called (serious). It's
trio and all set to Henry Cowell music. I re-
ally try to build some impossible challenge
into each work just so 'm guaranteed to not
fall into any of my own comfort zones. [ have
to be uncomfortable the whole time making
the piece, otherwise it just becomes about
demonstrating what I think I can do well
as opposed to diving into the unknown. So
with this piece in particular, my challenge
was to not prepare at all. It was really —
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just call some dancers into the studio, not
even choose music. and commit myself to
making the piece about that particular mo-
ment, what I bring in that day, what the
dancer brings in that day, and figuring it out
there in the studio. Eventually its own poetic
narrative presented itself.

Then the last piece in the first half is
called Shape. It's a really short piece. It's
basically the story of the dancers’ bodies
using big red balloons. It was meant to be
ridiculous. and then | saw how quickly 1
could make it a serious topic, to take this
new body shape seriously and see if [ could
create a world for that,

In the second half is a piece called The

Sun Road. It was commissioned by Wolf

'['|':‘L|J Mational Park for the Performing Arts,
and they asked me to make a piece about
Glacier National Park as a part of their Face
of America series. [ dove in there on that
one, because it's something I would never
have thought of on my own, to make a piece
about a national 5::1['::1 We went to the |);-".r‘]{.
and we decided the focus of the piece would
be about the loss of glacier and how global
climate change is impacting that park. We
filmed a lot of video content of the dancers
in the park, and then that video content is
presented as projections as part of the live

periormance

Is there anything that connects these four
pieces that you put them all in one program,
or is it again about juxtaposition?

It's not a thematic pProgram. but I cer-
tainly think about balance and how the
works relate to one another and create an

exper IE'Iltt'.

How long were you in Houston?
I was there for nine years. I loved it and I

miss it s0 much.

Is it fun to bring new work to a city where
you lived and worked so long?

I'm excited about it, and I'm also excited
about spending time back in the city and
going to places that I love. It can be very
melancholy. Nine vears is a long time. It
was pretty formative years, I got there
when [ was 17, and I actually had a position
with Houston Ballet for longer than that. I
remained choreographic associate for quite
a while, so I had ties for a really long time.
I'm looking forward to showing off the city

Lo my company.

Neil Eifis Orts wrate about choreographer Salim
Gauwloos in the June issue of OutSmart.
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After four decades, Krewe of Olympus keeps on rolling

by Nancy Ford * Photos by Dalton DeHart

ordy, lordy—look who's 40! niche for itself in the Bayou City—and
Pretty as a peacock: the Krewe of Olympus’
“main event is its annual Tableau Ball, in
which members strut down the runway in fully

beaded, feathered, fabulous regalia.

*We are celebrating our beyond since its coneeption in 1970 in New

10th year in existence this Orleans. Longtime Krewe members, Ben

year, a pretty remarkable Jones and Bill Walters, were responsible

feat for a small H01(c)H3) for moving the Krewe from Louisiana to

GLBT organization,” says Houston in the early 1990s. The Krewe's
Krewe of Olympus” Annie Couch. raise money for community charities,” first Mardi Gras ball was held in Houston

The Houston Krewe, with its 60-or-so according to its mission statement. in 1991.

members, is one of the largest predomi- “Our main focus is to perpetuate the Couch is the vice president of the
nately gay Krewes in the United States. idea of Mardi Gras here in Houston, but to Krewe, and is celebrating her own 10-year
It exists as a perpetuation of the Crescent also help out community organizations,” anniversary with the group. She is proud
City’s fabled Mardi Gras. Officially, the Couch continues. “We want to celebrate of the face of diversity the Krewe member-
group exists “to present theatrical and that with everybody!™ ship has developed over the years. “When
educational events that perpetuate and The Krewe of Olympus isn't Houston- the Krewe was in New Orleans, it was an
continue Mardi Gras traditions and to born, but has earved out a considerable all-male organization, and go | think —

LET THE BUENO TIMES ROLL! The Krewe of Olympus goes Latin with a Kicked-Up Brunch offering south-of-the-border cuisine, plus prime rib, waffles, an
omelet station, and an open bar. Nov. B, 2-4 p.m. $30. Benefits Krewe of Olympus. Sycamore Heights Bed & Breakfast, 245 W. 1Bth §t. » mardigrastexas.com

AND MANY HAPPY RETURNS. Mix and mingle with members of the Krewe of ODlympus as they gather for cocktails to toast the group’s 40th anniversary of
throwing beads and raising funds. Nov. 22, 3-5 p.m. JR's Bar & Grill, B0B Pacific St. « mardigrastexas.com.
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They Love a Parade

continued from previous page
that’s pretty significant. We're about 10-
to-15 percent female now.”

Krewe of Olympus does not restrict its
activities, or its membership, to Houston.
“We have members in Dallas and we have
members in Austin that are part of the
Houston Krewe,” Couch says. “We even
have a member in California

“This year we went to San Antonio to

participate in their gay pride festival. We

also always go to Austin and Dallas and
participate in their gay pride parades,” she
continues. “We have a great time.”

Major Krewe events coming up in 2010
include a Kicked-Up Brunch on November
8, a 40th-anniversary cocktail reception
on November 22, and the Twelfth Night
Party on January 9. All the ancillary
events throughout the year lead up to the
group’s main event, the Tableau Ball.

Prominently featured at all Krewe
events are a “king and queen” who are
appointed at the ball each year, based
on their overall contribution throughout

their years of service with the Krewe, This

year's Krewe ambassadors are “King”
Kroulik and “Queen” Billy Bailey,

“They represent the Krewe throughout {

the year at various funections, whether it's
coronation for the court systems, or it's
participating in the Colt 45's or holiday
Ray charities, or somebody’s shows to raise

money, Couch explains, “The king and

Head in the clouds: Krewe of Olympus vice president, Annie Couch, paid homage to Amelia

Earhart, donning full aviator drag, for a recent Tableau Ball,

Krewe for that particular year.”

In 2010, the Krewe plans to blow out
all the stops with Ball X1, scheduled Feb
ruary 6 at the George R. Brown Conven
tion Center

jueen are basically the publie face of the The Krewe's Tableau Balls are built to

- DoLAN
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Until There's A Cure

JOE MANGANIELLO

WEARS THE BRACELET

reflect imaginative themes, like *Olympus
Goes to Hollywood” (2004) and “Every-
thing’s Bigger in Texas” (2005). Members
construct mini floats, some motorized,
some manual, which they feel represent
the spirit of that year’s theme. For the
Krewe's 2007 ball, dubbed “Time Travel
ers,” Couch fashioned herself into a tribute
to famed aviatrix, Amelia Earhart, walk-
ing the ball’s long runway with a mini
Spirit of St. Louis aircraft around her,
complete with spinning propellers

“I didn’t know I was creative until 1
started doing this!” Couch says, laughing.

The theme of the 40th-anniversary ball
is “Ports of Call.”

“We will visit the world in costume!”
Couch says with anticipatory enthusiasm.
“Everyone pitches in to do the floats.”

After all the glitter is gone and the
beads are swept off the ball’s runway,
the Krewe's main goal is to raise money
for local charities. Couch estimates that
hundreds of thousands of dellars have
been raised by the Krewe in the last four
decades.

AssistHers, Colt 45's AIDS Trouble
Fund, and PFLAG/HATCH Scholarship
Fund are the beneficiaries for the year

“We are so pleased that in recent his-
tory, it's been anywhere from $15, 000 to
$20,000 each vear. We're so proud of what
all we can do for the community and what
we've been able to do”

An outlet for creative 1'\]3."|'r~:~i:ll. and
raising money for the community are not
the only aspects of the Krewe that draws
members, Couch says.

“It'sa '!':'slllll_'\ thing,” Couch reveals
thoughtfully. *So many of us are not from
Houston and don’t have family elose. Ii
becomes a family.

“It absolutely becomes a family,” she
reiterates. “It offers an opportunity to help
the community, and just make a whole
bunch of friends. It’s a whole group of
people vou would do just about anything
for, I think."

Like any strong family, the Krewe of
Olympus, Couch expects, will grow even
larger and stronger in the next 40 years.
“Our balls are probably going to start he-
ing wheelchair balls,” she laughs, “Whai
ever works!”

But then Couch grows more serious as
she considers the future needs of the com-
munity the Krewe gerves.

“There are going to be more people
coming up who need help,” she says. “It’s
really important to have the communits
out there behind us, because we certainly
couldn’t do it without them. It’s a big un-
dertaking, that's for sure.” B
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Cays in the Miliféf& |

( Thie Advoeate, 11/09, Michael Joseph Gross)

Re: interviews with straight men (given anonvmously) who serve
with gay men in the military.

You have to be a little bit gay [to be in the infantry). Gay, as in,
you have to like being around guys, touching guys, being touched
by guys, being pretty much enly with guys. Not sucking-c¢**k gay.

Anybaody tries to cross that line with me, he gets slapped. But if

that’s what you want to do on your own time, in your own life,
and you can shoot as good as I can, I. Do. Not. Give. A. Shit

Seth Meyers........

( Saturday Might Live's Weekend Update, 10/17/09)

In & speech to the Human Rights Campaign, the nation’s largest
gay rights group, President Obama pledged to end the military’s
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy. Even better for gays, it's being
replaced with a new policy, “Truth or Dare”

Ali Abdussalam Treki ...

(the new president of the 64th session of the United Nations General Assembly)

(10/5/09)

Re:a UN resolution that calls for the universal decriminalization
of homosexuality.

That matter is very sensitive and very touchy for many coun-
tries. I think, as a Muslim, [ myself am not in favor of that. And
it’s not enly the Muslim countries, I can see it is not accepted
by the majority of countries. And there are some countries that
allow that, thinking it is a kind of democracy. I think it is not,
in my opinion. . . . I think it is not acceptable by our religion.
our traditions, and the Muslim world, who almost [comprise|
more than two billion people in the world. I think also, for other
it's not acceptable also. . . . I think its
the same for Buddhist and Hindu communities, too. So, it’s a

rel 1Z10US communities

very touchy issue. .

L

= - st f B (fashion designer)

( Vanity Fair, 3/08, Amy Fine Collins)

An average Dior dress [in the early '50s] could take 135 hours
to produce, and the interior could be as intricately wrought as a
Gothie cathedral. . .. When [Coco| Chanel traveled back to Paris
from Switzerland, where she had been in "exile” as a collaborator,
she fumed, “Look at how ridiculous these women are, wearing
clothes by a man who doesn't know women, never had one, and
dreams of being one!”

¥ {actress, Bound TV's Family Guy)

hie Advacate, 11/1/06, Dennis Hensley)

Dennis Hensley: Have you ever encountered any crazed Bound
fans?

Jennifer Tilly: Oh, yeah. At the Lesbian and Gay Film Festi-
val in San Francisco, as we were leaving a sereening, me and
[costar| Lori Petty were chased down the street by a bunch of
really excited lesbians. They were gaining on us because | was
wearing these four-inch Dolee & Gabbana heels. We went into
a restaurant and climbed out the bathroom window.

L o & L ] 1 [ ¥ " =] v C e oy L] & @ a [ &

lan McKellen

( Details, 11703, lan Daly)

lan Daly: Is it true that when you stay at hotels you tear out
the Bible page that condemns homosexuality?

Ian McKellen: I do, abseclutely, I'm not proudly defacing the
book, but it's a choice between removing that pa nd throw-
ing away the whole Bible. And I'm not really the first: I got de-
livered a package of 40 of those pages—Leviticus 18:22—that
had been torn out by a married couple I know. They put them
on a bit of string so that I ecould hang it up in the bathroom.
So did you?

It is in the bathroom, yes, but it’s too much of a curiosity to
actually put to use.

E-{ShEWIred.l:um, 10/2/08, Tracy E. Bilchrist)

irst gay character and the first Asian-American

fRe: her role as Dr. Camille Gray, Stargate Universe’s

es’ regular on television.

8 According to Brad Wright |
-

utive producer], in
. writing the series, . . . I don’t know if it's a risk for
¥ Syfy at this juncture, but they were taking so many
risks with SGU as far as changing the look of this
* amazing franchise, as far as developing more
* character-driven storylines, they felt that there

Swas a void in representing the gay (Late Night with Jimmy Fallon, 8/30/08 & 10/14/09)

, 1 F £ 3 b ey -
;qwmmuml_\,. and they wanted to m It was announced yesterday that
take on that task. So they ap- e e Cleveland. Ohio. will host the 2014
* proached me about that, and my z : > :
£ | : G . That" d—1th ht
Y evebrows went up. I was like “Oh, wow., SHy ot AR kg

BI've never played a lesbian before.” And that fascinated I;I\ew Y:Irk Rivye latad tha Tony
wards.

and challenged me.
You know, I always want to do something I've never
Sdone before—like kiss a girl. (Laughs)

When they heard that the Gay
Games were in Cleveland, Ohio,
San Francisco was like: “Uh,
hello?!!”

Rush Limbaugh was denied the
opportunity to buy the St. Louis
Rams. They said he was “too
controversial.” Rush was like,

- e
.
Mings
“Too controversial?? That's

* (actress, The Joy 3 1
* Luck Chub, WJ ER) i the blackest, gayest, most

abortion-loving thing I've ever
heard in my life!"

inISyFy
WStargate

. & 8 ® o
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DVDs

by Neil Ellis Orts

A SINGULAR SENSATION

‘A Chorus Line’ documentary rings theatrically—and terrifyingly—true

very Liftle Step documents the
casting of the 2008 Broad-
way revival of A Chorus Line.

There’s a bit of surreality to it ;'tE]—a
documentary about an audition for a
show about auditioning—but it also high-
lights the impact of this show on a genera-
tion of theater artists. At the very least. as
one auditioning aetor noted, many actors
since 1975 have had the opening song run-
ning through their minds as they stood
before directors and gave it their all. *God,
I hope I get it! 1 J;L||JL | get 1t b

Roughly 3,000 people came to the first
round of open auditions, all hoping to fill
one of the 19 roles. That's heartbreak-
ing enough, but to alse see the people on

DVD Shorts eeieus by Nancy Ford

Love of Siam [Rak haeny Siam)

This groundbreaking gay coming-of-
age tale took the Best Picture and Best
Director honors at Thailand's version
of the Oscars, proving once again that
a good love story knows no gender or
“o, @ language. Chookiat Sakveerakul di-
N rects. 2007, Thai with English subtitles.
Strand Refeabmg (strandreleasing.com).

70 NOVEMBER 2006 DutSmart

Dance—ten, looks—gay: when A Chorus Line
hit Broadway in the mid-'70s, the coming-out
confessional by the gay character, Paul, was
considered a big deal. In Every Little Step,
Jasan Tam plays that role, portraying Paul's
angst with conviction and clarity.

the other side of the table, among them
the original “Connie,” Baayork Lee, and
original eo-choreographer, Boh Avian
(who directed the revival), investing just
as much passion and hope in casting the
show, gives an all-around picture of the
terror and jov of making theater. The

Girl Seeks Girl (Chica Busca Chica)

Originally conceived as an onling seap
== npera, this [-Wordy full-length film
follows the beautiful Lines, a dyke-bar
Lotharia, as she beds and hreaks the
hearts of all the pretty young things
whao cross her path. Sonia Sebastian
directs. 2009. Spanish with English
subtities. November 17. Walfe (wolfevideo.com).

absolute highlight is when an actor,
auditioning for the role of “Paul” (the
troubled gay youth), leaves the room
and the table of Broadway profes-
sionals, many of them involved in the
original production, to dissolve into tears.
This documentary is a dream. From
the archival footage of Michael Bennett
to the phone calls telling actors they got
the part, it is spellbinding and as _-|1|| of
tension and drama as you'd hope to find in
a4 movie,
From Sony Pictures Home Entertain-
ment (sonypictures.com).
Nedl Ellis Orts also profiles Trey Melntyre in
this issue of OutSmart magazine.

Eating Out 3: All You Can Eat

g The impish Leslie Jordan (Will & Grace

E y Boston Legafy and John Waters cult
icon, Mink Stole, do the heavy and too-

brief lifting in this most recent instal-

|ation of the popular hunk-meets-hunk

a1, comedies. What else do you need to

7.0
l S know? Glenn Gaylord directs. Novem-

ber 10. Ariztical Entertainment (ariztical.com). m
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GrooveQut
by Gregg Shapiro

IT'S HER MOVE

‘Chess in Concert’ diva, Idina Menzel, feels no need to compromise

dina Menzel is best known for play-

ing two memorable and powerful

women on the Broadway stage, In
Rent, Menzel played lesbian Maureen,
who inspired a whirlwind of emotions
in girlfriend Joanne and ex-boyfriend
Mark, Surpassing the constraints of
Maureen, Menzel's portrayal of the
misunderstood Elphaba in Wicked is
the stuff of legends. She went on to win
the Best Actress Tony Award for the
role. For Chess in Concert (Reprise),
in which she appeared in the concert
version of the stage musical in London
alongside Josh Groban and Rent co-star
Adam Pascal, Menzel took on another
powerful woman, Florence, the long-
suffering girlfriend of egotistical chess
champ Freddie. I spoke with Menzel
shortly before she and husband Taye
Diggs welcomed their first child in early
September 2009,

Gregg Shapiro: | attended your House
of Blues show in Chicago in August
of 2008. One of the things that was so
amazing was that, in addition to all the gay
men, there ...

Idina Menzel: [Laughs)

«».Was a huge number of young girls stand-

Chess is

her LGBT
fans, Idina

"Hang in

Her
out: to
Menzel
says,

there!

ing at the foot of the stage. What do you
think of your devoted following of young
girls due to Wicked?

I'm just glad to be able to go on tour and per-

form and sing my music. I feel a responsibil-

ity to some of the young girls, because I
think that they look to me as some kind
of role madel. T always felt that way,
even when I was in Wicked. I felt it was
important to show up to work as often
as I possibly could, even on the days
where 1 didn't feel well. For someone
like me, who's in her late 30s, to have
young fans, it's a pretty special thing. Tt
gives my fan base a wider spectrum and
more opportunities to all kind of music.
Thev're a sophisticated bunch. They're
open to all kinds of styles of music that I
sing, and they're really smart girls who
have a great energy. [ kind of find myself
feeling really fortunate to have them.

I Stand was released in January of
2008, and you quickly went into re-
hearsals for Chess in London. Do you
feel as though you were able to give /
Stand the full attention it deserved?

Oh, yeah. | went on tour for an entire
vear. | actually, if anything, made a lot
of sacrifices. | didn't go in for a lot of
acting roles for a year. I really dedicated
myself to my record company and my music
career and wanted them and my fans to feel,
to know that my music wag very important
to me. A lot of time actors can get a bad rap,
and they take the next job and diteh their —+

— e ——— s —

GrooveOut Shorts

Barbra Streisand

Love Is the Answer

The Diva of Divas reminds us once
again why she is exactly that.
Streisand is in flawless, timeless
tune with this collection of stan-
8 dards penned by Jacques Brel,
=S Julie Styne, the Bergmans, Johnny
Mandell, and assorted legends, all produced by the amaz-
ing Diana Krall. Bettah than buttah. Columbia Records
(columbiarecords.com). —Review: Nancy Ford

Logan Lynn

From Pillar te Post

This out electro-pop artist gained
Logo viewers' attention with 2007's
dance-y “Feed Me to the Wolves,"
also featured here. His whimsical,
trance-y “Bottom Your Way to
the Top” is melodically husy, yet

§2 NOVEMBER 2009 OutSmart

oddly addictive. Beat the World Records (beattheworld
.com), —Review: N.F.

Sacha Sacket
Heritage

il The out piano rocker provides nice
string work on the soaring lead
track, “Running Away," and then
gets even meatier with “Used.”
Think Coldplay, but gay(er). We
hear traces of Rufus Wainwright
in there, too. Nov. 17. GS Records (sachasackett
.com). —Review: N.F.

Otep

Smash the Control Machine

13 & Well, here's something unusual; 3
' metal band fronted by an out leshian
poet, The founder of Girls Out Now

= social networking site goes thrash-
- i‘ ingly deep with lyrics like *| took
his wife into my mouth like a slice

e ——

of wedding cake” on the track, “Numb & Dumb." Victory
Records (victoryrecords.com). —Review: N.F.

Greg Scarnici
12 Inch Freak

Beyonce, Fergie, Eminem, Amy
Winehouse, and other pop personali-
ties have all been skewered by this
out New York comic. Here, dance
music, with its many genres, is the
target. Scarnici's Britney parady,
“Gimme More (Pills)" stands out on the list. Greg Scar-
nici Music (gregscarnici.com), — Review; N.F.

Sugarheach
Notf Deserted
BERe g his electro-pop leshian duo spe-
——— cializes in inspiring and energetic
equality-themed original music at
Pride festivals and assorted LGBT
events. Their enthusiastic “Living
Out Proud,” also available on —

THE
WAINWRIGHT STUFF

Consummate showman Rufus
Wainwright dazzles in the brilliant
‘Milwaukee at Last!!l’

|1 yau ever want to cause a stir at a cocktail
party, just bring up Rufus Wainwright. Some
will declare his dynastic genius practically
immaortal. Others will angrily cast him off as a
showy, nasal one-note who needs an editor.
This DVD could move the latter inte the camp
of the former. Still wildly enamored with his own

ouvre, Wainwright nonetheless can be forgiven,

especially in today’s E!gocentric culture that
anoints fame on anyone with famous parents
and a fat ass. Wainwright has famous parents
and a bony ass, but he has the bullshit to back
up his indulgences, something the Kardashians,
Jenners, and Lamases are painfully lacking. As
his previous sex and drug addictions, and his
painful opera, Prima Donna, attest, Wain-
wright's creative muse can quickly morph into a
possessive demon that can get the best of him.
But when he selectively raids his own crammed
closet of influences and artistry, he can as-
semble a breathtaking show. It's not everyone
who can decide to—and successfully pull off—
an exact clone of Judy Garland's most famous
concert, right down to the iconic poster art.
Milwaukee at Last!!! (Decca) is a 10-track
CD and a 23-song DVD recorded from his
sold-out show at the
Pabst Theatre in Wis-
consin, of all places. And
though the CD is fine, the
DVD is a stunner. Obliga-
tory backstage footage
(cute boyfriend, fizzy band
banter) aside, the concert
itself is pure, exuberant
showmanship that's this
close to epic. As usual,
the voice is crystalline,
and Wainwright uses his

gifted vocal instrument to hit all

L ahied’

A LN

the nght notes, ascending to
heartbreaking heights as if he
was loping his way up a Mount
Everest of emotion. But his
humor and surprising humility keep the angel
grounded among mortals. | saw Wainwright

10 years ago at the long-gone Instant Karma, a
venue as small as your parents’ rec room, when
he was but a blip on the culture musical radar.
He's Carnegie Hall huge now, but this DVD
somehow manages to capture the intimacy and
awe-inspiring performance magic of a smaller
setting, and is a fine example of a daring,
thrillingly theatrical entertainer capable of mad
genius. Wainwright can be polarizing, to be
sure. But his talent is always worthy of passion-
ate discussion. And he probably wouldn't have
it any other way. —Steven Fosier B

pm, Fri, Nov 13«=
n Theater, Wnrtham Theater Center
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continued from page 72

album. I wanted to go on the road and sup-
port my music and play with my band and
get on a tour bus. What was great about it
[Chess| was that [ was able to do a lot of press
in London for my album and do some inter-
national meeting and greeting, and I think
I sang at Andrew Lloyd Webber’s birthday
concert. It's always been very important to
me that I be taken seriously as a musician
and a songwriter, and sometimes you have
to make sacrifices so the community will
take you seriously.

Was there ever a full-scale revival of Chess
in the works, or was the plan to always do
Chess concert-style?

[ think they talked about lots of different
incarnations, but the only thing that I was
involved with or knew was happening was
this concert version at Royal Albert Hall,

Did either of the other Florences— Elaine
Paige or Judy Kuhn—have any influence
on your portrayal?

Yes! I mean [ listened to everyone. I hadn't
seen the show, so ifthere's any research I can
do, I always listen and try to emulate and
really absorb all of their goodness [laughs].
I'm not afraid of that, because 1 know I'm
going to sound like myself. [ think it is the
best learning tool to try to soak in people
that you respect, whether it be in this case
or the singers and songwriters that I love.
You know, why not? Especially since you only
have eight days to learn the whole thing.
Why not listen to the best? Then I got to meet
her [Paige]; she came to the concert in Lon-
don, and that was really exeiting. She has
her own radio show where she talks about
musical theater musie, and I got to sit with
her for an hour on her radio show.

I think you have the best numbers in Chess,
including “Nobody’s Side,” “Heaven Help
My Heart,” and “l Know Him So Well.” Do
you have a favorite number?

I did. Actually, because the whole show is
so powerful and really big and really loud
at times, I really love singing “Heaven Help
My Heart.” It is a real moment to just be
intimate and sing a beautiful melody. Tt's
a quiet moment for the character to really
show her vulnerability.

What was it like to be reunited with your
Rent co-star, Adam Pascal?

It was wondertul. I grew up with Adam. We
lived around the eorner from each other, and
not everybody knows that. We took the same
school bus to elementary school. Through
the vears we have had a lot of moments —

GrooveQut Shorts coninued from page 72

DVD, reminds the listener what Pride celebrations should
be. Plus, their moving title track could easily be HATCH's
new anthem. Pink Productions/SOCAN (sugarbeach
music.com). —Review: N.F.

Mika
The Boy Who Knew Too Much

= High production value and clever
% arrangements grab us immediately
# with the peppy, full-chorused "We
# Are Golden™ and its platinum hook,
“We are not what you think we

BNl e’ The electro-pulsing “Rain”

is also a pleasing treat, and “1 See You" builds nicely,
especially for those who enjoy falsetto. Casablanca Music
(universalrepublic.com). —Review: N.F.

Bebel Gilberto

All in One

: Sensual, soothing rhythms of her native
\BEBEL i : i
S #® & country influence this Brazilian vocal-
V_: ist who sings mostly in Portuguese.
| We especially like the birdies chirping
on the title track, plus the Charo-y
“Chica Chica Boom Chic.” Verve Records

(ververecords.com). —Review: N.F,

N'dambi

Pink Elephant

Judging from her F-bomby lyrics,
this Dallas native apparently threw
off her Baptist roots, now laying
down smooth R&B and even tossing
in some wah-wah pedal for good
measure, Profanely meliow. Stax
Records (ndambionline.com). —Review: N.F.

Noisettes
Wild Young Hearts
SIS LTS This pop tric rocked this year's

South by Southwest Music Festival
§ with their fun, funky, jumpy tunes,
¥ and rightly so. “Never Forget You"
harkens back to do-wop girl groups
: of the '60s, but also drops traces
of the very 21st-century Adele. Tasty. Mercury Records
(mercuryrecords.com). —Review: N.F,

Various Artists

Now That's What | Call Club Hits

Superstar artists including Pink,
Lady Gaga, Black Eyed Peas, Justin
Timberlake, Jamie Foxx, Kelly
Clarkson, and others contribute to
this must-have collection of dance
hits. It's the definitive background
track for your upcoming New Year's Eve party. Sony
Music (nowthatsmusic.com). —Preview: N.F.

Willy Catt
Disconnected

Southern rock and blues dominates
this second release of this Maryland-
based independent artist, which has
placed in the top 20 on FMOB.com’s
(Friday Morning Quarterback) adult

: contemporary chart, Self-produced
{willycatt.com). —Preview; N.F.

The

2ot Pittor .

Toy Party [

Benefiting AIDS Foundation Houston
Hosted by Hotel Derek

Sunday, Dec. 6, 2009

5 — 6pm: VIP Reception
6 — 11pm: Toy Party & Silent Auction

Gen. Admission: $15 Gift Card or Toy
VIP Tickets: S75 per person

Atendance is limited to 500 and

must be 21 years of age or older.

otel Derek & AIDS Foundation
Houston invite you to the 1st
Annual Red Ribbon Toy Party on Sunday,
December 6, 2009. A hcoliday cocktail
soiree & toy drive featuring music by DJ = _
Gunther (Atlanta), fashion show, silent

auction and special appearance by Sexy
Santa and his Elves. VIP reception begins

at 5pm and the main Toy Party at épm.
Attire is holiday chic!

Hotel Derek - Lobby Level & Living Room
2525 West Loop South = Stay & Play from 589 “Toy Party” rate
~ www.hotelderek.com/toyparty * 713.961.3000 -

All proceeds from The Red Ribbon Toy Party benefit AIDS Foundation Houston by funding
housing, food, prevention, youth and benefil counseling programs for those living with and/or
ot risk for HIV/AIDS in the Greater Houston area.

oUDb §FON;
>
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PEANTATION HOTEL DEREK™

Dana Chargois

Realtor Servicing the Inner Loop

3 E A

350 Post Oak Ln, Ste. 350, Houston, TX. 77027
Cell: 832.584.6715 » Tel: 713.621.8000
Fax: 713.621.8048 ¢ dana@danachargois.com
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RESPONSIBILITY MATTERS®

©2005 Anheuser-Busch, Inc., Budweise ear, St Louis, MO

Buy and Sell with PRIDE!

Serving the Greater Houston Areal
FREE LOCAL MOVE!

Kevin Smith

&rd.u 18455 W. Lake Houston Pkwy,
J A #250, Humble, TX 77346
/'“*;-21 832.286.2288

281.812.9706
kevinsmith@century21.com

OuTtsTANDING HOMES

AND IT WAS
A LEMON

Alan Cumming’s ‘I Bought a
Blue Car Today’: where’s Cash for
Clunkers when you need it?

In addition to being a television, stage, and
screen actor, and reliable fashion police tar-
get, Alan Cumming infamously added perfume
to his varied résumé. That eponymously titled
gau de tollette was christened, not “Alan,” but
*Cumming.”

Suffice it to say, Cumming does what
he wants. What Cumming wants now is to
channel his inner diva, so he has committed
his one-man show, ! Bought a Blue Car Today
(Yellow Sound, available now), to CD. Unfor-
tunately, Cumming devoted the entire disc to
his cabaret, neglecting to include any of his
incisively
witty show-
biz insights
that made
the live stage
show toler-
able. Void of
his gossipy
chatter and
sounds of
an audience
tittening their
appreciation,
Biue Car—the title comes from the sentence
he chose to write on his American citizenship
exam—Ilurches awkwardly from gear to gear,
swerving toward and subsequently crush
ing every cone in the Broadway canon. The
results are like the car wreck you can turn
away from

His Scottish brogue makes the entire
screamscape sound like a terribly eager
Brigadoon revival, and the song selections il-
ustrate an eclecticism thal is so forced it ren
ders the listener mercilessly confused, if not
a victim of Broadway whiplash, One minute
he's channeling Dolly Parton (badly), then he's
reducing the delicate poetry of Jimmy Webb
to Blue Mountain greeting-card drivel

Cumming has the misguided balls to try
to cover Frank Sinatra's classic “That's Life,"
and when he has the shot to make something
work, belting out a song from his Tony-winning
tour de force in Cabaret, for example, he
doesn't warble his own Emcee showtune, but
warps the Sally Bowles number, “Mein Herr.”
One self-penned confessional song actually
works because it suffers by no competent
comparison, but most often the performances
are, if not amateunsh, simply baffling.

The CD doesn't smell as bad as Cum-
ming’s ill-named fragrance, but it affronts the
senses nonetheless. —S.F 1

! mo'!n“t continued from page 74

where we look at each other and say, “Wow,
we're doing some really cool things together,”
We've gotten really close through the years,
and his wife and my husgband as well, we all
hang oul together. When we were 1n London,
there's a moment on stage when we were in
a dress rehearsal and 1 leaned over to him
and I said, *“We're in London doing Chess.”
[Leughs] We just 1i|'['|1 getting these great
opportunities to sing together. And he said,
“I know, babe.” 1 just love him so much. He's a
great guy. 1 feel really fortunate to keep this
professional relationship with him,

Now that you've done the show, do you
feel like you have some perspective on why
Chess didn't have the kind of success on
Broadway that other musicals did?

The only thing I can think of is that, for
Americans, we don't identify with chess in
the same way, with the game itself. Theyre
much more obsessed with chess in Europe
and have much more of an affinity for it,
and it’s more commercial and in their daily
lives. It’s a hard game. It's so small to bring
to life on a stage. That aspect didn’t appeal
to !JL,-IrE_I]I' as much. |:L-!'|1.§[J.-', but that's u'i‘._\
once you get past that and you let the music
seep into your soul, then people ean't resist
it, and that’s why the musie kind of lives out

the show itself.

Are there aspects of doing a concert ver-
sion of a musical versus the daily grind of
it that you like or dislike?

| think the perfectionist in me likes it less,
to be one-hundred-percent honest, than if
we had a real five-week rehearsal period,
because you don't have as much time, You're
holding scripts and you're memorizing, but
vou're not completely oft book, and you're try
ing to develop relationships with your fellow
actors on stage. And. vet, it's Royal Albert
Hall, and you have to sing for the million
people that are there. [Laughs]

I don't like compromising. I like to feel
one-hundred-percent prepared. It feels like
vou're walking a fine line between really
developing those relationships and then just
singing for the sake of getting it heard. T'd
rather just know that I've put in the work
with my fellow actors and things are com-
ing out of spontaneity and preparation, as
opposed to just getting up there and going
for it. [Laughs]|

The first day that we were actually on
stage was the night that we sang the first
concert. It was daunting. It's exhilarating
and all that and has its wonderful moments.
[f vou're going to ask me to compare, I would
much rather take the longer rehearsal pro-

cess. [Laughs] —

STOP BY
TODAY

TO SEE THIS

1338 C Westheimer Houston, TX 7
www.silverlustonline.com = 713-520-

-~
LFGACY

T MEMORIAL

Is Ready
- for Move-In!

nlightenment can be attained through

many ways. In Luxury Rentals, it is achieved
at the comer of Studement and Memorial.
Astounding views, stellar location and 25 stories of
bliss are NOW LEASING.

Jopanese influences inspired uses of natural
elements like copper, river rocks and water features.
Interiors are sleek with intersecting plans, natural
light and volume for a sense of tranquility. Granite,
stainless steel, wood flooring and rain shower fixtures
are merely the beginning to what is in store for those
who appreciate the flexibility of renting.

Sized from 775 to 3,568 square feet, enjoy the
sensational pool, sunbathing terraces, curtained
cabanas, Zen garden, firepit & more. The Billiards
Lounge will also feature HDTV over the fireplace,
iPorts, catering kitchen and Screening /Gaming
Room. Add to all that o Zendo Wine Experience
with private chiller storage and Card / Cigar Zen
Den with humidor. And so much more!

CALL TODAY AND CHANGE YOUR VIEW!

3131 Memorial Court @ Memorial and Studemont
APARTMENTI www.leaseanewview.com / 877.554.7437

Voted One of the
Best Jewelry Stores

Silverlust originals...
Any metals, any
stones, any time!
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| Have you noficed that ulmusl e\rerr new home h-::s 0 guruge upnrlmem Maost
people simply need more room. The reasons are many, from game rooms, home
offices, theater, nanny quarters, quest quarters, home gyms, exira income, or fo
finally getting the teenager out of the house. Whatever the reason we are here to
help. Call for a free sife visit, or visit our web site.

(113) 880-8090 www.HarvardHeights.com

£ %
[ Ve, sﬁQr:JI-cz, Feel

FABULOUS
at any age!

Custom Compound Hormone Replacement

Texas Bio-ldentical Hormones
(979)776-6823
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: Voted one of the

Best Seafood Restaurants!
—OurSmart Readers' 2009

THANKSGIVING SPECIAL
12Ib Fried Turkey (feeds 12-14) for just $56.95

| Martini Lunches

Monday theu Sat from 1lam to 2;30 PM - §1 Well- Martini's

Happy Hour
M-5at 4-7PMan
Check out the website w sce our datly specials

tne LUyster Bar (ONEY]

Bottomless Mimosa Sunday Blues Brunch Buffet
Sunday, 2seatings/shows. First from 1lam-12:45pm; second from 180:3:15pm.
Gome ser Famous Housion Blue's artise [ike Milion f‘fl?p&_‘ﬁﬁ:
Tf.\‘.l'_f_fﬂﬁllr.m)' Brown and hlr fu‘rr[a_yprrf;'irm fivr.

4611 Montrose « 713-807-8889 (Just 1 MiLE FROM WESTHEIMER)
www.DantonsSeafood.com Y
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Memorial Drive

Allen Parkway

» State-of-the-Art Automotive
Repair Facility

* Mechanics Specialize in Both
Import & Domestic Uehicles

* Buality, Reliable and Professional
Seruice at Competitive Rates

+ Centrally Located with Immediate
Access to 1-10 and Memorial
Dr/Allen Parkway

+ Guaranteed Parts & Services

713-952-995°

Haticnal inatituing

e ALITDMIJTIVE
SERVICE
EXCELLENCE

Monday - Friday 7am - Bpm

continued from page 77

Is it too soon to ask about the movie ver-
sion of Wicked?

Oh, you can ask. Everybody asks. [Laughs] I
think that they're waiting longer hefore they
do something like that, so I have a feeling
that they will tell Kristin [Chenoweth] and
me that we're too old.

Finally, is there anything you'd like to say
to your LGBT fans?

First, I would want to say thank you for
all their support and their love. But more
importantly than that, [ want to say hang
in there. It feels like there is a lot of change
going on—five steps forward, three steps
back. It feels like something special 1s
happening, even if it feels like it’s been an
eternity for them. But that we're out here
supporting them and trying to spread a
consciousness to evoke change, and | just
admire all of their strengths and their fight

for an equal world.

Gregg Shapiro is a past recipient of the annual
OutMusic award that recognizes contributions

by non-musicians in furthering the work of

LGBT performers.

Byron K. Menard D.C.

19 years experience

Why stay in pain?
Call Dr. Menard

for safe, gentle, and
effective treatment

of neck pain,

midflower back pain,
headaches, injuries
resulting from
automobile accidents, °
work-related injuries,
or sports/gym injuries.

Call for an
appointment

1 fears I A i
One o the Best Ehunpm:inm

(tSmat eaders Choe

IMenard Chiropractic

28400 Montrose, Suite 550 Houston, Texas 77006

13:526.5959
iIbkmenarddc @ yahoo.com V
WWwW.menarddc.com

DOWLING ===
=—MUSIC ...

convenience |
SHEET MUSIC | CDs | GIFTS

Gabuidouws Fheet Music Favorites|

| AM WHAT | AM

Gall Today!

| For your FREE Implant Consulation: I

Mot looking for another over priced,
coolde-cutter apartment complex? Let our ; 11 3 5 2 E z q 2 4
experienced team of residential leasing

specialist find the perfect home for you today.

100% FREEJPROFESSIONALISERVICE|
JALLYAREAS-TALLPRICEIRANGES)

FEATURED LISITING |

Piedmont 1010 Rosine

Amazing 2/2 Condo * Downtown Yiew
Granite Counter Tops * Washer/Dryer
Stainless Steel Appliances = $1750/month

DENTISTRY

| TOM D, TRAN, D.D.S.

Implant * Cosmetic * Family

(‘ ol ol s Financing Available

4545 Bissonnet Ste. 285
CAMELOT  Bellaire, TX 77401
BIAATY CRDUF

1301 WaughDr. Suite 200 - Houston, TX 77019

\ e (between W. Grey & Memorial Dr.)
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ReadOQut

by Terri Schlichenmeyer

DE. LIGHTFUL.

In ‘Gringa’ author Melissa Hart strives to be like her mother

ou thought you knew everything.
When you were a kid, knowledge
came =0 easily. An answer to
everything sat on yvour lips at all times,
and there was little anybody could tell
you that you didn't already have locked
in your brain. Oh, sure, your unbelievable
brilliance got you in trouble now and then,
because you could never resist taking
advantage of that keen intelligence.
Indeed, you never let anyone forget that
you knew it all.
But you didn't know what you didn't
know
In the new memoir Gringa: A Contra-
dictory Girlhood (Seal Press, sealpress
.com) by Melissa Hart, youthful
innocence morphs into under-
standing for a girl torn between
many worlds and the adults who J.-
love her E
When Melissa Hart was in '
grade school, her mother fell in
love with the bus driver who picked
Melissa’s younger brother, Tim, up
for school each day. Smitten, Melissa’s
mother packed up her children and
a few belongings. left her husband,
and moved in with the bus driver in a
nearby town.
The bus driver's name was Patricia.
When Melissa's father finally found the
family, he brought the police, who removed
the children from the house. A judge, later
saying that being parented by two women
was “unnatural,” gave custody to the
father. Melissa's mother was allowed to see
her children twice a month.

e A i = i =

ReadOut Shorts

Something to Declare:

Good Leshian Travel Writing

Edited by Gillian Kendall

Terrace Books (wisc.edu/wisconsinpress)

These days of Twitter, IM, and immedi-
ate communications is pushing us from
the reflective “why am | here” travel
experience to the "hey, look where I'm
at!" sort of trip. Good travel writing—
the kind that makes being in your chair
as wonderful as being on the road—is
fast disappearing. Here you will find stories of internal

VMBER 2008 OutSmart
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Hart-warming: Melissa
Hart writes a¥warm,
funny, loving memoir.”

But for Melissa and her
siblings, it wasn't enough.

They longed to be with
their mother and the fun
she offered. Life with her
was an adventure. Not so
with their staid, stern father
and his new wife.

Through her childhood, Melissa, ach-
ing for her mother, strived to emulate her.
She tried hard to like girls, then eventu-
ally realized “you can't alter nature.” But
adolescence with a lesbian mother and an
unconventional family wasn't easy.

“I had a vaudevillian great-grandmoth-
er who wore silk robes over hoary overalls,

= =

exploration and discovery set against new places, new
people, and new experiences. The writing is top-notch,
the scenes interesting, and the reflection a two-way
street. It's enough to make me write a few postcards
—Review: Angel Curtis

Stilettos and Steel

leri Estes

jeriestes.com

Antihero, anyone? Travel back to San Fran's Tenderloin
in the 1960s and enter a world of butch pimps, femme
hustlers, and another chapter in the “we had to fight
for our turf back then” story. A modern noir, this book
has it all—characters you can care about and a story

.

a grandmother who made Smurf costumes
for a living, and a lesbian mom who sub-
scribed to Ms. and Mother Jones. 1 was
Melissa said

Then, at a sophomore-year party, when
JGuen

es la gringa?” (*Who is the white girl?"),

screwed,”
a quinceatiera’s mother asked, “
the Spanish-speaking, culture-confused,

WASPish g

wanna-be understood the question’s deeper

host-white former lesbian

meaning: who was she, anyhow?

The answer lay in another eountry, in
another lifetime.

I have two words for Gringa: A Contra-
dictory Girlliood: De. Lightful.

Part coming-of-age story, part pop-
culture for late-Baby-Boomer-early-Gen-
Xers, author Melissa Hart writes about
what it was like to be the child of a parent
who came out of the closet at a time when
homosexuality was extremely taboo in
much of the country. It was—and consider
this a warning—a time when pejorative
\\IJJ'I!.\' were |||'|l[']l maore Comimaon lLlld casu-
ally used than they are now. Hart also
abundantly recalls being a teen during the
late 'T0s/early ‘80s and the acute embar-
rassment that inherently comes with living
that age.

If you're up for a warm, funny, lov-
ing memaoir that’s relatively quick and
definitely easy to enjoy, pick up this one
Gringa: A Contradictory Girlhood is one |
know vou'll like.

Terri Schiichenmeyer has been reading
she was three vears old, and she never goes
anyuwhere without a book. She lives on a hill in
Wisconsin with two dogsand 11,000 books

me that keeps the pages turning. That
being said, this may be the best book
you can'l read this season: the writer
and her girlfriend refuse to settle
for a small publishing company and
are trying to influence mainstream
publishers to pick up her debut novel
by sending it to reviewers, —Review: A.C.

Emiror’s wore: The pictured cover is a mock-up cover,
which could change when the book is published. At
press time, Howard Chaykin (comic book writer and
artist) was considering 2 collaboration with Estes.
To read updates on Stifettos and Steel, visit myspace
.com/jeriestes and jeriestes.com, —»

En_]oy the Architecture
and the HistOTY
Y Galveston Island !

5 Bedrooms with 2 Baths. Prominently located
on Broadway. Zoned Central Business!

David Bowers, Rrarior
The House Company

5| 409/771-4637
COMPANY e ;
] David@DavidBowers.com

Thanks OutSmart readers for vating me One of the Best Reallors in Galveston!

Looking for Crate & Barrel’, Restoration
Hardware®, Storehouse”’ Style Furniture?

Come and see the smart alternative!

No fancy showroom -

we really are a warehouse
in the Heights - just
trend setting
furniture at

30% - 50%

less than your
favorite stores

and calalogs.

(_hic Warehouse

731 Yale Street - One block west of Heights Blvd.
(713) 822-3392

Wednesday through Saturday: 10am - 7pm
Sunday: 11am - 5pm

Find us on: http://houston.citysearch.com/bestof/winners/furniture

Chic Warehouse is not associated with any retail store. All brand names and trademarks are
the property of their respective holders and are referenced here for descriptive purposes only.

2010 Astrological Readings

The perfect gift for yourself and for the people you care about.
Holiday gift certificates available!

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by QutSmart Readers

LILLY RODDY

) ] Q. :‘“‘a ]
! LT - s LT

ASTROLOGER

t‘ﬂ-‘ "“'l (T e‘"\ e""l.

W &Y W WP

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

¢« Past Life Regressions
= Reiki Master

< Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

GIFT CERTIFICATES » CREDIT CARDS

713.529.5842

lillycath@aol.com * www.lillyroddy.com

THE OBSIBDIAN GALLERY

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 20039
DAK DRIVE

3522 WHITE HOUSTOM, TEXAS

terry klumpp : artist  tyler stoddard smith : writer

MELEMENTS

a creative collaberation in words and imagery

PRESENTED BY
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The Beach Within Reach!

Coastal-Texas-Style Getaway

Island Events are Rebounding!

Hawthom is centrally located to world-class attractions,

festivals, art galleries. gifi shops, and newly nourished

heaches. Indian Summer on G

megical place far couples

reur and families pl

multi-shape seashells and migrat

Let Hawthorn Suites at The Victorian Resort be
your home while playing on the beautiful beaches of
Galveston Island. Eat

award WENNE restaurants or
cook your own meal in our one or two bedroom

condominium hotel suite, fully fumished with all the

aforts of home, Have a deluxe continental breakinst

B in our Hawthomn Room or sip coffee on your privite

patio while watching dolphins and pelicans eruise by

SUITES ..
at
The Victorian Resort & Conference Center
6300 Seawall = Galveston = victoriancondo.com
far Special value Rates

Call B0D.231.6363, ext. 2282 = Ba - 5p = Mon- Fri
ar Call 888.939.8680 DIRECT

Stay Now thru December 30th for SPECIAL

“Coastal-Texas-Style Getaway"” Rates.
from $164 for a 2-night Weekend Stay - Limited Offer - Call Today!

*2-night weekend, Fri, and Sat, Pluy tax, efc. Not valid holidays or with any ether diseounid, Bayed on availability, maximuam of
2 adules and 3 children, Limited time offer for 1st 20 reservarions per weekend,
Advance Reservations Required, One Bedroom Suite sleeps 5. Valid mow thra December 30th 2004,

TAX PREPARATION & PLANNING

s 4 s Domestic Pariner

Cz} - -§ Advice

el

DT t * |ndividual Tax

8 =2 é Returns

£3

fl? o = * Financial Statements

* Small Business
Accounting

* Corporate &
Partnership Returns

* [RS Audit Defense
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Cooler weather!
That means cool color, too!

Time to decorate.
Indoors & out with plants.
Time to plant herbs.
Cilantro, dill, parsley, fennel.

Time to plant vegetables.
Cabbage, collards, broccoli,
lettuce & more.

OutSmart’s 2009
Best Garden Center
611 E. 11th Street

713.861.5702
buchanansplants.com

ReadOut Shorts continved from page 80

Recycler

Lauren McLaughlin

Random House (randomhouse.com/kids)

Okay, girls, you young ones “have your
period” every month {subtle gloating
here). Imagine that instead you spend
those four days as a fully equipped
young man. Add in the fact that your
young man self and your best friend are
in love. For extra-added pain, you can't
remember what you (he) does these days. This fun, easy
read goes beyond a cool plot and a predictable story to
a guiet exploration of how we learn to accept all of our
parts. —Review: A.C.

Ties That Bind: Familial Homophobia

and Its Consequences

Sarah Schulman

The New Press (thenewpress.com)

g Sarah Schulman—one of my favarite
f thinkers, activists, and writers—here
% explores gay marriage as a way to
obtain relief from systematic family
oppression. She starts by looking at
individual homophobia, makes the con-
nection to “the personal is political,”
and ties the whole mess back to the larger community.
Not only does Schulman show “how gays and lesbians
are treated IN families is far more influential . . . than
how we are treated AS families,” she offers a strategy
for change that might actually work. This is a major
new work in the analysis of the oppression we all face
daily. —Review: A.C.

| Shudder: And Other Reactions

to Life, Death, and New Jersey

Paul Rudnick

Harper (harpercollins.com)

T s Introduced with his quizzical fore-
;—-------- warning, “All of the fictional pieces
, ey are true,” here are 15 essays penned
Bt N ),. by one of our time's most gifted play-
wrights and screenwriters. You'll ache
IR Gy with laughter—and other emotions—
SSSS=—==== 2t this glimpse of Rudnick’s growing
up in New Jersey, behind-the-scenes goodies from the
sets of his products, Sister Act and Addams Family
Values, and more. —Preview; Nancy Ford

Efton John: The Bitch Is Back

Mark Bego

Phoenix Books (phoenixbooksandaudio.com)

Elton Jdohn: The Bitch Is Back is
filled with all of the addictions, the
self-doubts, bad toupées, affairs, and
scandals—but also with the triumphant
later years, the coming-to-terms with
B his sexuality and the establishment
of a happy and healthy private life.
The author interviewed a number of celebs, including
Alice Cooper, Mary Wilson of the Supremes, Angela
Bowie, and Randy Jones of the Village People, among
many others, —Preview: Troy Carringfon I

Mrfﬂﬁﬂﬂ HmESS

™ Professional Personal Training ¢

™ Specialized Fitness Programs «

|

™ Nutrition & Supplement Counseling ¢ |
|

CALL TODAY
832.285.6419

Bt o

Chase R. Jones .
Fitness & Nutrition Specialist,
BS Degree, Nationally Certified

¥

Perfection-Fitness.com

Landscaping and Design, Inc.
Landscape Architects & Contractors

COPY CENTER/COMPUTERS/INTERNET BAR
01-F Westheimer * www.copydotcom.com * 713.528.1201
=g T . [ .

Iternational Gourmed By Woocd-Miode

1401 Shepherd Dr.
Houston, TX 77007
(713) 868-3611

knsales.com

KON

AR | = wowe

APPLIANCES CABINETS KITCHENS
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DineQut

by Marene Gustin

IT’S TAPAS TIME!

Tintos Spanish Restaurant & Wine Bar
offers small bites and great wines

tep inside Tintos Spanish Restau-

rant & Wine Bar, tucked into the

backside of River Oaks Shopping
Center in the old Backdoor Sushi locale,
and you'll find a soothing dark-wood décor
with modernist bullhead art and minimal-
ist lighting sconces. It's at once chic and
comforting.

But wait. There's also blood-stirring
straing of recorded flamenco music—if not
live gypsy guitarists, singers, and danc-
ers—and spicy dishes to tantalize the taste
buds. Tintos (Spanish for a wine) is an
elegant blend of tradition and contempo-
rary, both in flavors and atmosphere. And
its customers reflect that spirit: from the
Hindu r(-,';f1ll;1r‘.~' who come for the vegetar-
an tapas to the young girls-night-out crowd
that comes for the Wednesday night ladies
half-price bubbly.

Tintos, which opened in June, joins the
roughly 10,000 other eateries in Houston.
But Tintos i1s already making a mark,
wowing River Oaks neighbors and those
searching for good wines and fun food.
Tapas, Spanish appetizers or small plates
traditionally served with wine and port in
Spanish cafes and bars, are a dining option
whose timing may be perfect for the cur-
rent climate.

“Tapas are a good option,” says owner
Alberto Alfonzo. “You eat less and it's
cheaper, too,” although you can certainly
fill up if you're trying to eat your way
through the 52 different tapas Tintos of-

fers on a daily basis. But for most folks one

or two are the way to go, and the dishes
are better if you're sharing several with
a table of friends. The seafood paellas are
the priciest, though still under $20, but
most are around half that price. And lunch
is a great time to sample the menu here,
when 15 items are offered for $9 or less.
The 42-year-old Alfonzo, who spent the
last 18 vears as a corporate “restaurant
fixer” for Landry’s Restaurant, Inc., and
The Tasting Room, also serves up a super
Sunday brunch with bottomless pitchers
of sangria, paella, Spanish omelets, and
even blueberry pancakes. “You know, they
eat pancakes in Spain. Spaniards eat corn
flakes, too,” laughs Alfonzo, although most
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of the dishes he’s created skew toward the
traditional tapas, but with a hint of his
South American upbringing,

| grew up in Venezuela,” he says. “It's
like a little Madrid—every Sunday you
go and eat paella and listen to the music.”
Which is exaetly what he’s recreated at
Tintos, where Sunday brunch includes
live flamenco with that side of paella {or
pancakes), But there are some other not-to-
be-missed menu items here.

The empanadas de bacalao are truly
tasty, two little past ries filled with salt cod
and pimento aioli. The rabbit tenderloin
with roasted peppers, conejo al cazador,
is a rare treat, but there’s also quail and
baby lamb skewers. There are plenty more
seafood dishes, vegetarian tapas, meats
and cheese plates, as well as soups like the
hearty seafood stew, salads, and some won-
derful sandwiches served with a side salad
and truffle fries, The Pepito of sliced sirloin
with aged Mahdn cheese is very popular.
You can even get desserts from flan to choco-
late shooters. And, of course, beer and wine.

“The wine list is about 40 pereent
Spanish,” Alfonzo says, “with a lot of cavas.
I like the bubbly. But we also have some
good Napa wines.” Tintos is also a retail
wine outlet, which means if yvou don't fin-
ish your bottle, you can cork it and take it
home. And if you really like it, you can buy
a bottle or a case to go. One whole wall of

Good wine, no bull: Tintos' fine wines
(inset) are perfectly matched with the
tapas crowd.

the dining room is a wine rack, made by
Alfonzo, who did a lot of the remodeling
work himself. He designed the outdoor pa-
tio, which 1s one of the most lovely in town,
with its lush foliage and three rock ponds
with gurgling fountains. Alfonzo plans to
offer outdoor cooking classes there soon.

He also plans on expanding the Tintos
concept to five other cities and creating a
new restaurant before he retires. Sort of.

Ultimately he, wife Ideania, and their
13-pound Yorkie, Bruno, want to end up
in Costa Rica. “But I'll still cook,” he says.
“I want a little place where you bring your
fish in and I'll cook it for you!”

In the meantime, Alfonzo spends most
of his waking hours at Tintos. Geing from
restaurant employee to restaurant owner
has been a big change.

“It’s a big responsibility,” he says.
“There’s a lot of fear, but I'm doing what I
love. 1 ean’t wait to wake up every day and
come here and ereate a new dish!™

Visit Tintos Spanish Restaurant & Wine Bar
at 2015 W. Gray St., 713/522-1330, tintos
restaurant.com. Tintas s open for lunch and

dinner datly and Sunday brunch. A private

dining room is available inu' parties.

Marene Gustin also writes about HAPI, a new
animal advocacy group, in this issue of Qut-
Smart magazine

AMUSE BOUCHE

As fun as it flavorful, the ‘Fearless
Critic: Houston Restaurant Guide 2010°
serves up sweet praise and searing
eritiques of 450 H-town eateries.

Just last year, Houston was humiliatingly
awarded the title of Fattest City in America

for the third year in a row. Flabby gothams and
lipo-obsessed zip codes everywhere laughed, and
wheezed their own flabby sigh of relief because
their big asses had dodged the overweighi bullet,
Say what you will, but we know the real reason
our fair city can pack on the poundage. Houston
boasts seme of most delectably reliable—and
adventurous—cuisine in the country. And, hon
estly, most of us are not as obese as the bell curve
busters would have anyone believe. How can we
be when we're all teo busy acrobatically hopping
from favorite greasy spoon standby to dicing
edge James Beardworthy bistro? Ask anyone
wha's moved from the Lone Star and they'll agree,
mourning our truly diverse fare. Even gastronomic
epicenters like LA, San Fran, New York, and New
Orleans salivate at our culinary prowess and head-
spinning examples of delicious, Texas-sized shaw
ng off in the kitchen. But sampling the bounty of
our fair city is a big bite to try to swallow,

Helping you wade through cuisine both
humble and haute is the latest edition of the Fear-
less Critic Houston Restaurant Guide. A phalanx
of seriously qualified (but never snobby) foodies

sample more than 450 local eateries and sum
up their clever, shrewdly observed critiques to
save you the financial heartache of an overpriced,
under-seasoned meal and the cruel heartburn of
a rank one. The writing is
Fearless Critic precise and vigorausly en-
tertaining, whether they're
slobbering over Marcao’s or

trashing Collina's. You can

skip the lengthy reviews if
you like, but when each of
the page-long summaries
Sa—— s this entertaining, that
Guide would be like eating the
bread basket and ignoring
the mouthwatering dinner
450 to come. Why not enjoy
the real dish which, in this

il

case, is the zesty, tart analyses. Still, for the word
dieters in the crowd, Fearless handily boils down
their thoughts into a quick and easy diagnostic,
rating food, “feel,” average bill, restalirant type
cuisine served, and even a log-line summary for
the ADD diner.

Fifteen bucks might seem a lot to pay for a
restaurant run-down, But if you've ever shelled
out significant green to feast on a mediocre meal
this engagingly written meal bible is waorth every

penny. The manual will validate your discerning
palate, warn you of cuisine gone wrong, and, like
aromas wafting from an adventurous kitchen, en-
tice you into exploring places your taste buds have
yet to experience. — Steven Foster

Available at all major Houston-area bookstores,
several grocery stores and specialty markets, and
AMaZon.com. .

)
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Mia Bella Trattoria
2006 Lexington St.

Houston, TX. 77098
713-523-2428

www.miabellatrattoria.com

Sunday Brunch

Tuesday

Reduced Bottle of Wine | selected wines)

A\i r Thursday

La nofte di Bistecca ltaliana | Steak

Night)

Every Day Lunch Express Menu

House Salod or Soup plus Enfrée

$10.00
Soup and Panini $8.00

Happy Hour

Bellinis, House Wine, Mimosas, House

Martinis & Well Drinks $3.00
$3.00 Exclusive antipasti menu
Meonday: 4pm to close

Tuesday — Friday: 4pm-7pm

Wednesday: Lodies All Night Special

4pm-close

1 1am-3pm Bottomless Bellinis, Mimosas,
Champagne & Bloody Mary’s $8.95

la

]
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Welcome to Creative Life

Join us for explorations into a palpable sense of
the sacred in daily life + metaphysics that's
accessible and real * a welcoming, diverse

community of seekers ... and finders

November Celebrations
A new learning series: Kinds of Power
9:30 and | lam Sundays * 7pm Wednesdays
with founding minister Jesse Jennings

Forrest Yoga
Thursdays at 9:30am

Honoring the Practitioners
Come meet our Center's newest licensed
Religious Science practitioners and hear
them speak on what they do *
Wednesday, November |8, 7pm

White Oak Trio
Gorgeous classical music during our
| lam celebration (one only that day) ¢
Sunday, November 29

CREATIVE LIFE
SPIRITUAL CENTER

Teoching ond living the Science of Mind since 1985
53126 Spring-Stuebner Road in Spring, Texas
exit 70A westbound from |-45, or take Gosling
south from The Woodlands
creativelife.org + (281) 350-5157
E-mail us to receive our weekly event updates!

. COME TASTE OUR ORGANIC
AND ALL-NATURAL MENU

these are some of our fovorites

WHRM GOAT CHEESE SALADS
WOOD-FIRED PIZZAS

* TOMATO BASIL SOUP _
sarvod with ow puff pastry

SPICY FISH TACDS
AND BUFFALO BURGERS

esp

green

Experience the cuisine of Morocco!
Locarted I'i!_"i'll next door to Mia Bella Tratroria.

Visit www. BellaRestaurants.com for hours and specials.

2311 WEST ALABAMA | 713 533 0777
'OPEM 17 AM TO 10 PM DAY '
www.rugglesgreen.com
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Calendaro.rEvents

Compiled by Nancy Ford

¢ Local Boy
Makes
Good

x=

mid-"80s, Sugar Land native Billy Stritch honed his consider-
able skills by gigging Houston's sacred gay cabaret performance
spaces like Rascals (now The Gables luxury apartments), Mis-
souri Street Station (now Riva's Italian Restaurant), and The
Copa (now Dessert Gallery). The pianc man gained credibility
and notoriety by positioning himself on stage with local esteemed
vocalists, Sally Mayes, Sharon Montgomery, and Rebecca Plant.
Soon, following every accompanist’s fondest show-hiz dream,
Stritch graduated by moving to the Big Apple. When a certain
legendary Broadway babe stumbled in upon his lounge act one
tateful evening, he immediately became her award-winning
composer, arranger, back-up vocalist, and jazz pianist,

Gefting Married. Ceorge Bernard Shaw's matrimanial
romedy. Now. 7-Dec. 13 .‘.1 I t Theater, 2540 Times Bivd.
thea 3 5

rrey M:Intyre Prn]ect f
|‘.-h|r |‘.'1"||.| Mow I-| SD\
LDL‘I‘-Idnd spanouston.org «
page -ul'.lf.lf an ntervies with Trey Mcintyre
Rachmaninoff’s First s;rmphonr LJre<cr-h d by Houston
symphony. Mov, 13-15. Jones Hall, 815 Lowsiana, houston
symphony.org = 713
The Nerd. Larry ©
Company OnStage, 536 W
Festival of Lights al Moot
vie, an exhilarating famiky
Blvd. Galveston. mo
ABBA Mania
18, 8pm. Miller Outdoo
Joartheatre.com = 281 /573-33
Miracle on 34th Street. 5
»eatan's wistful Christmas . NOW.

27-45PA, (See

al. Now. 1

1+ B00-58

4-Jan. 2. One H ]|JE_

I a‘-.Eﬁ,\ Now
[ |lerout

Pnnto Sfeepmg 3enuly.
4 Nehls” holiday par ....

-,

THE
PARTNERSHIP

DOWNTOWN
LOFTS TOUR

Historic Galveston Island

Restored and beautiful, the Lofts in Downtown

201 Allen Py, 713

v a g a‘] {7 i s - T e o : A3 » 1 - 2
The babe? Liza. Yes, the Liza—as in Minnelli. 4 ﬂmﬂmns fnmf '."Be H'.I'Isica! s

Sinee making that storybook hook-up, he has provided ac-

Sunday in the park

Galveston are showing off their best faces — and
with BirLry StrircH

private spaces. Join us for a tour of ten of the
most interesting and beautiful private loft homes
in Downtown Galveston.

November 14-15, 2009
10:00am - 5:00pm

TICKETS: $12 presale, $15 event day
Available at www.GALVESTON.com

qur-on.lm BY HOTEL/|
TEL TAX DOLLARS |

companiment to Bernadette Peters, Christine Ebersole, Sally 300 B ! 5
Mayes, Linda Lavin, and a host of other Broadway babes, even ?ﬁ,ll.u:: ':':::r der E‘f‘:"‘ by
picking up a Grammy in 1994 1’0!' penning the L'mluring Reba sympho
MecEntire/Linda Davis vehicle, “Does He Love You?” Rita Iludrur
Fresh from touring Australia with Ms. Minnelli, this month r:‘_

Pabln Ma'por aml Fnlhlnre Urhano A 12

1. Nov. 21. Grand
|veston, thegrand

Stritch brings his oh-so-smooth sound to Miller Outdoor Theatre,
performing standards and show tunes with the University of
hat started with a country-club gig when he was Houston Jazz Orchestra. Expect him to roll out jazzy new tunes
from his latest CD, Billy Stritch Sings the Mel Tormé Songbook.
November 15, 7:30 p.m., Miller Outdoor Theatre in Hermann
Park, 100 Concert Dr. Free, milleroutdoortheatre.com.
—Nancy Ford

12 has unfolded into a eareer that's arguably the n.camtmus (nro}—ﬂ Ghnﬂ.l'torrofﬂmslmns,w ke
Of 4 ) [ eC, 2

envy of every starry-eyed musician hoping to make liday cl Alley Theatre, 615

it to the Big Time.

After maturing into legal saloon-employee age in the

BAMKING
INVESTMENTS
INSURANCE

BUILDERS

Wnl'e Awn.lre € u,unu |

Whal II' WII Nnt Unl_iergrnund Adventures ol' Ant

and

Farm. Film

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING:
a few lines of info about your event; date/time, cost;
location/address; organization name; and two phone
numbers—one for OutSmart to reach you for questions
and one for QutSmart readers to gel more info on your
event. E-maiL ivro To: calendar@outsmartmagazine
com, Maninvro To: DulSmart Magazine, 5406 Audubon
Place, Houston, TX 77006, Fax iveo To: 713/522-3275.
NO LISTINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE
DEADLINE DATE—5 P.M., TUESDAY, NOV. 0.
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The Big Lebowski Bash includes liver

Grnesome Plnfgmund‘ ln;nne t

hurt themselves

The Lighter Side of the Recession. 5k

M.ﬁ.-rrnn.
Joerain th

ﬁlary W|Isnn e

Cquue shanghan -Bai xi hin

grandopera.org The Grand 18

501 Texas Ave

AFertle m:.-m'. Y

Maontrase, mainstreettheater.com
The Best (bn‘sl‘mas Pugmni Ever,
weene Udden. Now. 2 | 5

Market, 4617 Montrose: ma

RADIO

Aﬂer Hanrs Queer R-un‘fn with .Ittmrﬁe f

Queer eres. f
and comme
org= 713/52

Famy
(&) Mitchell Historic Propertic

e

OutSmart NOVEMBER 2008 87




LookOut

by Nancy Ford

IPhone It In. |Phone users can now down-
load Jason & deMarco’s new iPhone applica-
tion by visiting the app store and searching for
jandd. The gay Christian pop singers alsa ap-
pear in concert with a full band at Unity Church
of Chrstianity's Celebration Music Service.
Nov. 6, & p.m. 2929 Unity Dr. « unityhouston.
org = 713/782-4050.

Pretty Pictures. Openly gay artist David
Aylsworth exhibits works in geometric shapes,
thick, colorful paint, and lyrical titles that pro-
duce lush riffs on abstraction. Nov. 6-Jan. 2.
inman Gallery, 3901 Main St. = inmangallery
com = 713/526-7800.

Gay and Thespian. Unhinged Productions'
artistic director, Joe Angel Babb, leads Acting
Basics, & free workshop designed to liberate
the actor inside of you. Nov. 7, 11 a.m.—

1 p.m. Houston GLET Community Center,
3400 Montrose, Suite 207. Register at
comeunhinged.com or 832/250-7786

EM MARK HOLZBERG/LIFETIME TELEVISIGN

8t

A Gay Page-turner. Openly gay Mew
Crleans crime writer Greg Herren signs and
discusses Murder in the Garden District, his
new Chanse MacLeod novel. Nov. 7, 4:30
p.m. Murder By The Book, 2342 Bissonnet =
murderbooks.com » 713/524-8597

Is That a Crown on Your Shoulder or Are
You Just Happy to See Me? Erpire of the

val, Sovereign and Impenal Court of the
tar present its annual Emperor and Empress
nents and show, billed as
*a fun-filled evening of ghtz, bling, and glamour” Now.
7, 8 pm. El's Lounge, 2517 Ralph St. = ersicss.org,

Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church pres-
ants Welcome MnT (Movies And Things), a monthly
f the LGBT community. This

a docume
( |‘:r< micling [l‘r life a gays and |
5 nning in the ] e Stonewall rey
in the 1960s. Nov. 8, 1 | m. 1900 Bering Dr., Roc

205. Free, with a light lunch available for purchase -

ermersonhouiston.org = 713/782-8250.

You Want Fries with That? Resurrection
MCC's Labor of Love Concert & r~:a1|1 e features

mrke‘s Clay Hardy, Rosemary h, and Strange
rag performances, and more. Purchasing a

'éiul‘.' raffle ticket gets you a chance at the $2500

grand prize, Benefits Resurrection MCC Ministries.

Nov. 8 5 p.m. Bayou City Bar & Grill, 2409 Grant »

resurrectionmec,org

Love. On the Duck. All warmed up from her
emcee gig for last month's Houston Women's

usic Festival, Texas rocker Ginger Leigh returns to
he Mucky Duck’s listening room for an evening of
original tunes. Nov. 10, 7:30 p.m. 2425 Nerfolk »
mcgonigels.com

Light It Up. llluminations Project, an annual
music, dance, and drag showcase, features perform
ers from the Houston area helping to bring aware-
ness to AIDS. Hope Stone, Houston Metropolitan
Dance Company, City Ballet of Houston, Regina

Dane, Lone Star Lanats, Psophonia Dance Company,

Dance of Asia America, Uptown Dance Company,
Kimberly Anne O'Neil, Second Generation Dance
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Not So Alien. Movie Night at Resurrection screens
Prayers for Babby, an award-winning film starring
Sigourney Weaver about a mother's remorse after
the suicide of her gay son. In the above photo, Mary
(Weaver) gives her son Bobby (Ryan Kelley) a new
Bible and asks hem to pray to be cured from being
gay. Nov. 6 7 p.m. Free. Resurrection MCC, 2025
W. 11th St. resumrectionmec.org » 713/861-9149,

ston Fly Boys. Now.
enter for the Performing Arts
s Montrose

@ ( “[‘t!._ .Jr1 '_.ulf' past »3|r-.‘1 ve Museum
= |||Li|'!".:"l;_'I|)"IS|:\"3|L?-.'. Org.

Wllo Are ‘l’ou Wearing? Enjoy the photogra-
pet at Platinum One

f r. Nov. 12, 6:30
St. Benefits Montrose

Counseli

No Script, No Problem. Improvisational mavern
Ruth Shauberger leads a two-hour warks!
i.r_gmr;.ng [ pale S u.-.':-llllé_; basic Ii|.|--~,_
when to break them, gaming, and theory, Presented
by Unhinged Productions. Nov. 16, 7-9 p.m.
Houston GLBT Community Center, 3400 Montrose
7. Register at comeunhinged.com or
2507786,

how ar '._i

Swinging Sisters. The 2009 | PGA Tour Cham-
pionship, one of the nation's most prestigious
women's golf tou ents, features a field of 120
of the top Ladies Professional Golf Association golf-
ersin the world, a $1,500,000 purse, and a unigue
format presenting a cut after 36 holes to the low
70 professionals and an additional cut after 54
holes to the low 30 pros. If you're a gelf enthusiast,
all that likely makes sense to you. Nmr. 17-22, at
The Houstonian Golf & Country Club, 12600 Hous
tonian Dr, Richmond « Ipgatourchampionship.org
832-532-4848. '

On the Heels of President Barack Obama's

promise to Judy and Dennis Shepard that he would
make sure the federal hate crimes bill becames law,
lheatre New West (TNW) presents The Laramie
Project. The play focuses on the aftermath following
the murder of Matthew Shepard. Artistic director Joe

Watts says TNW also seeks artists interested
in exhibiting works related to human rights
issues during the run of the play. Nov. 19~
Dec. 13, Frenetic Theatre, 5102 Navigation »
theatrenewwest.com « 713-522-2204.

More Theatre New West News. Joe Watis
says he is accepling submissions from the
community that address “coming-out staries”
for a major production to be produced in
the summer of 2010. If you have a 10-10-12
minute onginal, unique, compelling, funny
sad, and/or fragic coming-out story (and who
doesn't?), Watts wants to hear from you,
Songwriters are also asked to contact Watts
about the possibility of writing an original
song for each of the stories » theatrenewwest
com = 713,/522-2204,

Major Mardi Gras Munchies. Carl Han's
4th annual culinary fundraiser whips up
authentic New Orleans cuisine, including
gumbo, sausage red beans and nice, and
bread pudding. Nowv. 21, 12:30-3 p.m.
Montrose Counseling Center's GLBT Cultural
Center of MCC at 401 Branard 5t., 15t floor
$10. Benefits HATCH. RSVP by Now. 13 to
Info@carisjourney.cr

PranninG AHEaD
World AIDS Day. Annually commemorated
worldwide, World AIDS Day highlights the
progress made in the battle against HIV/AIDS
and serves as a reminder of how much still
needs to be accomplished in the fight against ;hr-
disease, AIDS Foundation Hous )9 Werld
s PWA Holiday Ch
on Award, with Ct
LJr:II" In_r'_)'ﬂ_! for Ilﬂ dedic

AIDS Day luncheon hono
with ts !

-;,.-.r;:-.,\ :

oy | 10'181.—' Vi

ottest and largest lesbian dance party in Te
lesbian couple Ehzabeth Keener
wn Denbo”) and Jamie Lauren
") to party with th ymen of the Bayou

a local charity donating 1
hildren, Del’. 5, 930 pm
rl(ﬂ Washington Ave. '||LL_I ub'lr com

Holiday Garland. kir d Spirits Foundation

presents The Judy Garland Christmas Special, an

interactive screening of the original 1963 telecast

comedically narrated I:\- OutSmart's Nancy Ford
Features a light buffet, | raffle, and music

by special guests. Dec.s 5-8 p.m. In-N-Out

erd Dr. %20. Benefits

AssistHers, Bering Suppart Group, Houston Buyers
Club, and Lesbian Health Initiative. Details: kindred

spiritshouston.org.

‘Til There's a Cure. Resurrection MCC and its
community partners present Community World
AIDS Day Service, which reflects on how HIV and
AIDS atfects fiends, family, community, ang world
Presented by the Affirming Ministenal Alliance of
Greater Houston. Dec. 6, 6 p.m. Resurrection
'u'C' 2025 W. 11th 5t » resurrectionmec.arg
F13/861-9149. W

ART/PHOTOGRAPHY

Perspectives 167: Jason Villegas combines wall murals,
video, soft sculpture, and performance. Through Mov. 1
Contemporary Arts Museum, 5216 Maontrose, Details: camh
org = 713/284-8250
losephine Meckseper. \Works engaging leflist theones and
politics in a consumerist reality. Through Mow. 14, Blaffer Gal-
lery, University of Houston's Fine Arts Building. blaffergaliery
org « 113/ 743-9971
Jon Pylypchuk. Works drawn from the animal world. Through
Nov. 14. Blaffer Gallery, University of Houston's Fine Arts Build-
ing. blatfergallery.org = 713/743-3971
['Heure Blewe. Vlichacl Crowder
materials.
Suite 200, 71
Reduced Flnh.l'lt]r The intersection of abstraction and
political subject matter in contemporary art. Through Nov. 15
|.1Il‘|llllll of Fine Arts" Glassell School of Art, 5101 Monirose
h.org = 713/639-7500.

orks in cast glass and other
Vilson Art, 4411 Montrose,

mf
Galveston ArtWalk includes Chuy Benitez: Summer in
the City and Mark Schate: Farth Below Lis. Through Nov. 22.

Galveston r, Strand and 22nd St. galvestomartscenter
org + 4049/
When Gorillas Shoot Pigs. Howard Sherman's third solo
exhibition. Through Nov. 28, McMurtrey Gallery, 3508 Lake St
mcmurtreygallery.com
Joaquin Torres-Garcia 'H.wr""ub.j

Canstructing VJ'..Iu'l fron with Wooe

| the avant-garde
001 Bissonnet.
miah.org * ”‘. 0 97379 (Spanish)

La Muerte Nu ud'l en Cotlle Death Doesn‘t Drive a
Car. Armando Rodriguer's colorful faces and skulls. Through
N 30. Canal Street Gallery, 2219 Canal 5t canalstreet
sallery.com « 713/223-2219
Texas Masters Series: [oche
ing Our Creative Spirit: |-
Through Dec. 24, Houston Center fi
Main St crafthoust

and Celebrat-
of Fiber Artrsts.
ary Craft, 4848

on.org * |1'1)r1.-
Ideas for

E y solutions o
very Green, 1500 McKinney,

Arts of Ancient Viet Nam: Fo m i
by ‘\-1. seum of Fn e Arts a

ciety, Ne 'mrk
+ 113/639-7300,

Armstrong
Arts” Audrey

rates life
Natural

..1| seum

vd. @ New Territory Bl

Matthew Dnr.hdmm‘- s o
positive c\-ulnllrlnul\r 5 resulting from stress
Through lan. 17 5 Museum Houston, 5216

Montrose. camh.or
Besa: /!

p.l{'rf}?Ia"‘h ex

focaust 15 a
lan Muslims

fram
Th r[u,;.n‘f'r? 7
David Aylswort ks in § Now, 6-Jan. 2. Inman Gal
lery, 2901 Mair lery.com = 713/526-2800.

Beth Secor. V| -Jan. 2. inman Gallery,
3901 Main St inmangallery.cc 713/526-7800.
Brush Strokes for Four l.egged Friends, a req
'L.'\.'llllr:r Street Studios artists. Benefits Texas No K I| animal
Now. 7, 6-9pm. 2101 Winter St. t
Voices Bmk.‘ng swndawe

Ben L-. :- lu, Blrdl'l pdlld:. b-::.l'
g : . A Pakistan Live Broadcast
produc tion, Nov i Sm. Home of Sehba Sarwar and René
Saldivar, 6411 Jefferson St vbbarts.org « 713 82

Donna Rosenthal and Ien Balazina. sy glass, cord,

Funerals

W)Stan I:Ord Cremabions
‘\‘ T” UtCS Libe Insurance

Monuments
713-443.3333

Memeonals

Marking a Third Decade of
Service to Houston, now with
ALLEN Davi FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& CrEMATION TRIBUTE CENTER

Independent
\ 1“1“|th|;![11('
Matary Screices
Concierge Service
at a fraction of
the costs of
corporate firms!

sford713@me.com

| orestyMobill
€CariCare)Centery

* Domestic & Foreign Car Service *

» State Inspections *

Chris Kontos
713-686-1731
1201 West 43rd St.
Houston, TX 77018

b the !_ery best ofM EXICO

FI.

i
“for immediate closing!
Greatly reduced !!
N ! “i -
"Jim: 713.306.7555
Robert: 713.492. 4763

Frustrated by
unwanted hair?
Don’t warry

3005 W. Loop South, Ste.
225 » Houston, TX. 77027

1HS I |'[1|][ (Located Inside Aesthetic

Surgery Insfitute)
www.mlitexas.com

Laser Specials
Underarm $154 = Legs $360 » Back $250
Chest $250 eTaeth Whitening 51439 » Botox $10 / unit

713-GOT-HAIR

Book an Hourly Rental, and
We’ll give you the *Bird...FREE!

LIMOUSINERENTALS,

"t- I Airport Transportation
_T13/266-6677

nn ] CORPORATE
THANSPORTATION

COACH

KIMMIE

FORMULA FITNESS
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\RRY FRENCH ENTERPRIS

 Plumbing & Water Purification Services

WP, #16724

Commercial
Residential
Remodel
Repair

713.956.7733
www.LarryFrench.net

Tankless Water Heater Spei
...also Contract & R

LORENZO ORTIZ

CERTIFIED PERSONAL TRAINER

832.882.3852

ONE20ONE TRAINING CENTER
3930 Kirby Dr. Ste. 100, Houston, TX 77098

ko Vit -
cecurve 147 o 4

E
| 4434 Hempstead W

7133200494 '!“

14002 Northwest Fwy- (Hwy 290)
(exit Tidwel | between Tidwell & Fairbanks N. Houston)

713.462.5152

executivevideoxxx.com
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TRAVEL 7‘
LEADERS®

For all of your leisure
and corporate needs.

KenMTravel@yahoo.com
www.TravelLeaders.com/cranstonri

RNSF@RMIN@
fINTOS

HANNON

/ deep tissue
/ relaxation

now accepting insurance

and hardware, Nov, 7-28. Koelsch Gallery, 703 Yale. koelsch
gallery.com = 713/862-5744
Dogs and Goais Over the Harvesi Moean combines works
by Iim . Hill and Chris Menconi. Nov. 7-Dec. 3. Archway Gallery,
2305 Dunlavy 5. archwaygallery.com = 713/522-2400.
Fabergé:|mperial leweler to the Tsars features mare than just
jeweled eggs. Nov. 13-April 4. Houston Museum of Natural Sci-
ence, One Herman Circle Drive, hmns.org = 713/639-4629.
Joseph Marioni, paintings in red and blue. Opens Nov. 19
Wade Wilson Art. 4411 Montrose, Suite #200, 713/521-2977.
Via Colori, o streel painting festival, features 200 artists,
live music, food, and more, Nov, 21-22, Sam Houston Park,
Bagby @ McKinney. Benefits Center for Hearing and Speech
houstomviacolor.com
Forgotten Gateway: Coming fo America through Golvesion
Isfand chronic qu immigratian 'hrough the Port of Galveston,
! r ation. Nov. 22-Sepl. 11
15, One Hope Blvd. in Galveston, moodygardens

org » 800/582-4673

MNov. 7
Out of the Darkness Community Walk, a 3-5-mile scenic
walk, benefits American Foundation for Suicide Prevention. 9am
Stude Park, 1030 Stude St outofthedarkness. org
Life Is Living Launch. Choreographer and poet Marc Bamuthi
Joseph leads conversations about urban environmentalism and
sustainable living, with entertainment by MC Lyte. Presented by
UH Mitchell Center for the Arls. 1lam-3pm. Discovery Green,
1500 McKinney. Free. lifeisliving org/core.
Murder in the Garden District. New Orleans crime writer
GregHerren signs and discusses his new Chanse MacLeod novel
4:30pm, Murder By The Book, 2342 Bissonnet. murderbooks
com = 713/524-8597
Nov. 13
Building Faith: Church, Mosque, Synagogue; Visiting
Houses of Worship. Holocaust Museum Houston's guided tour
of the Islamic Da'wah Center. 10am. 202 Main 5t hmh.org «
713/942-8000
Nov. 14-15
11th Annual Historic Downtown Lofts Tour includes
The Thompsan |L]||'| The 2208 Postoffice Street Lofts, and
The Nathan B g Lofts, 10am-5pm. do mgalveston
org = 409/7 {
Nov. 19
I-lou:tnn Eve Assouates Optical Center's ane Show
e frames from Gueci, Marchon,
tes, Fend ‘Ill Diar. 5420
568-9118
Nov. 19-22
57th Annual Thela charﬂy nnliques Show

:_{'I{]L.F'fsh\'.n.\'u\]
Nov. 25
22nd Annual Tree I.ighling Ceremomy with music by
Austin's Invisible Czars. 11am. Wortham Theater Center Grand
Fayer, 501 Texas Ave. houstonballet org
Nov. 26
The lce at ﬂis:ourf Green. Hi

y Green, 1500 McKinney,
] rn = T13/400-73

Dally (Mon.=Fri.)
HIV Testin:. Free HIV testing, with no gold card or donation
required or requested. 5am ipm -ft J Thomas Street Clinic,
2015 Thomas St = 713/875-4 ]

Daily (Sun. ~Fri. )
HIV Testing. Legacy Community Health Servic
confidential, rapid HIV testing
collection method with results available within 2
the following locations. = MONDAYS. Au Star News ano Vioeo
Emporium, 3415 Katy Frwy & Studewood, 4-8pm; Georce Seorrs
Bar, 617 Fairview, 6-10pm. = TUESDAYS: 611 Hyoe Par Pug,
611 Hyde Park, 4-8pm; Mintows Sea, 3100 Fannin, 4-8pm, »
WEDNESDAYS: Cuus Houston, 2205 Fannin, 8pm-12am; EJ's,
"1 | |"|ph i1 )LIITl lam. = FRIDAYS M|[IIUWH Sp,n, ‘:]I |'| Fannin,

; [ h, Fr ;

( 'Hl.'”"L| H'\-" and "-'L!-hll tir |

Monday-Thursday, 11am-7pm .sn-: Friday,
II.ruil Hpm r|[_,.‘ 30-3070.

Daily (Sun.=Fri.)
HIV Testing. Planned Parenthood offers free, anonymaous,
or confidential testing at dinic locations throughout the area
To speak with an HIV counselor: 1-800-230-PLAN, Dickinson
281/337-7725 F. un; 713/831-6543, FM1960: 281/587-8081,
Creenspoint: 261/445-4553, Huntsville: 936/295-6396, Lufkin

‘Hh I634-8446 x223, Rosenberg: 281/342-3950, Stafford:
Weekly (Sundays)
The Women's Group, 2 ferminis Il
10:45am.: Chef Monica Pope ¢
First Unitarian Universalist Church's Sojourner 1 ILI\|'|1“,|_|51 5200
Fannin. 713/529-8571
Weekly (Mondays)

i:
family, ml '\|U|||I| ant athers. 7- Prlrll TG o -|‘r='r 713 Fargo
transhouston.com = 713/ 520-8586
Weekly (Tuesdays)
Hnustnn Il ller Derby Rec League. Skate to
nally wit th the women of the Houston
Dairy Ashford Roller Rink,; 1
:;|f||:5 com
Weekly (Thursdays)
GLBT Frlzﬂdl\r Depression & Bipolar Support Group.
15-8:30pm, !Pr||\31”»=n'n|alll\ “:I.‘..m']ul ist Church, 1440
||J".|L| room 2 :

flam, Memaorial Pa
\nnual membership, $30
houstontennsclub.org
Monthly (15t Sun.)
Free I.egal tnnsultatmns for Pwns AlDS

Y A
L. Surte 180, lawkn.co (
Monthly (lst Fri.)
First Frldi\rl-iappvl'luur. Northwest Comer, asocial and avic

8
Monthly (1st Sat.)
First Saturday ﬁrts I'dia‘ket Lt
A i al n

Monthly (2nd sat)
Se(nnd Sa!urdays at WInter SI Sludios Meet

.\!n.::n-
Mcmthl'_t.ur (2nd Tues. )
Co rrluml‘,l l:entar Dinner Naght

Month!y (3rd sun. )
LOAF Meet and Greet. ¢
munchies and fell u\..||||
West 17th St

Monthly (3rd Wed.)
Bingo with the Divas, hosted by An' Marie Gill & lessica Van
Shelton. 8-10pm. Benefits Benng Omega Foundation. Tony's
Corner Pocket, 817 W. Dallas 5t
Monthly (4th Wed.)
Lesbian Dinner Group. 5 e and cou ipted women
ameal but stay for the cama 30pm. Cafe Exp
W, Gray. lesbian.dinner.group@ :~_\I"Id|| com
Monthly (3rd Thurs.)
Share with PFLAG Houston in a safe, confidential settin
.L pr. St clL[II en' pal Church's Chatham Room

PlANNING AHEAD

Lo e arpe Y
The Snund of hlusln: Sing -A- lnng, presented by Theatre
Under the Stars, Dec. 2, Angelika Film Center, 510 Texas St tuts
com = 713/558-8887
ll‘fe Is Happy and Sad, 2 musical by Daniel Ir-I nston pre-
nted by Catastrophic Theatre. D L ‘\."' :
€, 1117 East Freeway. diversewor

mera.com + 713
Homes for the Holidays, Ho
home l ur l'l— -I—‘:

ondon, and other
undation. Galves

A ¢ s, De I
a-B IL.I?r.-q-.w Rd .Fturh

ors GLBT Literary

stones in all genres. Dea 1
CraﬁTexas mln Ho ‘ y Craft calls
115 showcasing
dlinie, March 1.

CALENDAR

DEADLINE
for the December issue:
Tuesday, November 10, 5 p.m.

Octavio Barrios, MD
Board Certified Family Practice
www.doctorbarrios.com

Mimntrose Location

15 Years Experience
Primary Care
in Houston Area

Most Insurances Acoepted

By Apprintment Cnly

Board Certified - American Board of Fannly Practice
Member - American Acaderry of Famnily Physicians

Huouston - Maontrose Pasadenn
Twesday, Friday: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday:
Skin Renaissance Laser ( 2 Horizon Family Healthears
104 Westhatmer { A 7106 5; er Highway
Houston, TX 5 4
TI3-942-7540 181-54 I" L2400

4920-D Seawall Blyd. !
- -

Best Massage Therapist
« in Galveston

BLAKE HILLEGEIST
REAL ESTRATE

BlakeSellsHouston.com
blake @blakesellshovston.com

Residential &
Commercial

Real Estate Sales

L T
713-526-6066
2813 NEWMAN, HOUSTON. TX 77098

Kenny'Walker

Property Services

Air Conditioning
& Heating

Let us show you how through proper
insulation, correct installation of equipment,
and the right electrical provider you can
save 20-30% off your light bill.

Let us show
you how to
earn FREE
electricity.

281-330-4284

TACL B11222E

ResiDEnTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Panminc-InTeror & Extemon « ELECTRICAL - FLOORNG
Roorng + Orpice Remooeuws / Buo Qur
Cancrere Dravewars & Parieng Lors « Brick & Stucco
Davwais « Ceramic TiLe = EMercENCY Repairs
New ConsTRUCTION

Quality & Integrity

Family Owned & Operated
Serving Houston for 30 years!

Y GACEEY)
Fax: 713.466.9442

BB1S Emmiott, Sut 1500
Houston, TX 77040
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OutThere

Photos by Dalton DeHart

Human Rights Campaign
Guess Wha's Coming

fo Dinner Kick-0ff
September 22

Legacy Community
Heaith Services
7th Annual Awards
Luncheon
September 30

Krewe of Olympus
Fais Do Do 2009 at
Sycamaore Heights
Bed & Breakfast
October 3

Premier
WIRELESS

12220 MURPHY ROAD
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f you are between the ages of 18-55

you may be eligible for a research study
investigating potential treatment methods
for stimulant addiction. Participants will
receive some cash and/ or gift certificates
as compensation.

Research studies are sponsored by NIDA and conducted
at the Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center.

g Fo More ..,r.:.rmtE}c; ; BCM

B'.l_!'lu.‘n' Cuﬂcgc c.lv,f' Medicine

LezBn Live!

Every Friday in November

- S [& oo ;
- &

The Hottest New Phones Kim jasoﬁ B '-.DS';' _' w—
The Smartest Accessories 20, 2009 <
Untouchable Service Plans

& FREE DELIVERY!
Gall 281-575-8500 for Details

Sprint November

adam/eden

522 Nasa Parkway Webster, TX 77598
For More Info: 281-554-EDEN

O HN CO NROY

g g Lo g.r ap hy

JOHN CONROY, PHOTOGRAPHER

With over 20 years experience on both sides of the camera
John Conroy is a nationally recognized model/actor

and award-winning photographer.

BUSINESS PORTRAITS = PORTFOLIOS
FASHION » COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING

713 542 8277
www.johnconroyphotography.com




OutThere g 3
*

When business or pleasure brings you
Photos by Dalton DeHart

to Houston for a month or more,
why not make L’Emerson your address?

OutSmart Magazine's
Gayest & Greatest
2009 Party

October 21

1A

o —dl | J) ] N
sgpILHY & CHRILLLY vk 34

: - D sy @8 DY STITES
[ \ . ; » Tdeally situated in the ) (=) B & =‘$.’3-" P |£):*:.lllj =
E‘l‘l ) \{2\ f}f € 4‘":-‘( i Muat se-Midtown areq. o 4p€l yu'&'ﬁ&r "r :"‘j-"_"‘l\}‘ ﬁ
- = = Much more affordable than o S THr i S e R
a downtown hotel room NOVEMBER AT THE BAYOU
*TUESDAY “Venus" A Night 4 Ladies, $2 Wells, $2 Beers, $4 U Call Its
Tom Fricke, Proprietor *WEDNESDAY “Alegria” w/Miss Lupita & DJ Cubanite, .75¢ Carenitas & §2 Wells
*THURSOAY “Callege Night”, $1 Drafts & $2 Drinks
«FRIOAY The Famous “50 Cent Friday”
- = -, L «SATURDAY "Party at the Bayou", $5 Frozens
210 Emerson Street * Houston, Texas 77006 <SUNBAY “Swagger Sunday” $2 Wells, $100 Bottles all night
e 713-677-9921 * www.LEmerson.net J 2409 GRANT ST. HOUSTON, TX 77006 | INFO: BAYOUCITYBAR.COM

always
open

steam
sauna

! whirlpool

huge outdoor ' o . b
pool & patio i ! |
private i A

dressing rooms

| AVE 10%

Ml ol

guest 1 ™ T
QH!:S..IEIH":,' memah:;isl:;:li;z jt 3 USE COUPON CODE

¥4 ﬁa-:fsann'razoazous
N o

B -

READERS' CHOICE AWARDS

*

SATISFACTION éUARANTEED AND DISCREET SHIPPING

A PRIVATE
2205 Fa
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Cosmetic & General Dentisry

Dr. Marcus de Guzman J[

YOUR FAMILY DENTIST

Located in the newly constructed INTEGRITY BANK Plaza,
Washington Ave. @ Leverkuhn St.

* Certified provider of
Invisalign & Lumineers.

p i * Sapphire Whitening!
Full Service Dentistry Wtk o Soik
* Your Dentist is Certified

WWWDHHEMY[AW“ES[UM in Oral Conscious Sedation,

In House Financing

Most Insurance Accepted.

4000 Washington Ave, Suite 201 e  Houston, Texas 77007 e (713) 518-1411

M Gva y ¥ anuosuirg ;%3?1 s

ACCOUNTING * EMPLOYEE BENEFITS » m@ﬁ

INTuIT

Mike McVay

Accountant
Certified
| Prossor 832.643.7577
www.MikeMcVay.com
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n
Business News
by Nancy Ford

A FRIEND IN TIME OF SORROW. VVeteran Hous-
tan funeral director Stan Ford recently announced a newly
formed partnership with Allen Dav al Directors and
Cremation Tribute Center offering f

and life insurance. In parinering with Allen Dave, Ford

erals, cremations,

brings concierge service at affordable prices through a
locally owned independent funeral home. Ford, wha
began his career with Earthman Funerals in January of
1981, marks his third decade serving families throughout
Texas at a time when great empathy is needed. Also an
active community leader, Ford has served as president of
Dignity Houston, co-chaired Houston Gay Pride Parade
and served on the Mayor's City County Panel on AIDS,
which gave birth to Thomas Street Clinic. stanfordtributes
com = 713/443-3333

CHIEF FUNDRAISER. The 2010 International Board
of the Associalion of Fundraising Profe
nounced it has appointed Sean D, Carter as one of the new-

estadditions fo its 35-member imemnational board. Flected
to the District H position, Carter represents Texas,
Louisiana, { ]L|-1hr_:rn-1. New Mexico, and Arizona. Currently
el, Larter

ionals has an

chief development officer for the Rothko Cf
15 a faunder of the Impenial Court of Houston fundraising

and performance group

CHOPPER SERVICE. Rotor Envy Helicopters, “the

most luxurious facilities of any helicopter service company

3," has expanded its fl Prvices 1o 1wo types

n helicopters: one t

eats two people and
ats four E"I[_;'I CWES

|r-||_l

ompany o tfers

an a"iorcal:h: a
roma }

A NEW YOI.I. Center for Beautiful Bodes' Dr. Amir
of \ Hi Det Lipo
3t Creates

Rassoli is Hot |-|.-]:|-I.-:1|:5-'

system, an advs

a sculpted, athletic ap 1oth men and women

The pracedure precisely removes bath superficial and

deep fat around muscle groups, enhancing the visit

the un 5 363 Wood ;
« centerforbe 11II ulbodies.com « 281/501-8357

CURVE AHEAD. Curve magazine, the nation's leadin
national publication [
Pages founder and owner Laura Villagran in the number
% slot in its annual list of Top 10 Lesbian Business J\wl"
ers. Founded in 19 nd based in Houston, Villagra
LGBT-friendly business directories earn in excess of §2
million annually, and are available online in more than
40 markets. gayyellow.com. I

for lesbians, has ranked Gay

E-mail your business news to
letters @outsmartmagazine.com,
or mail to
OutSmart, 3406 Audubon Place,
Houston, TX 77006.

\ Live in the Montrose
One of Ameriul s Top 10 Nelghhorhoods

According to the American Planning Association

é _ f’"§"9 Norfolk 2/2.5"

Hardwoods = Gramte Kitchen/Baths » Stainless Appliances

Recent Guest House Above Air Conditioned Garage/
Entertainment Area (Hardwoods, Granite, Heated Pool/Spa)
MLS# 60852849 + $625,000

¢ Cliff Helmcamp
- (281) 2356979
RLtN\)vLQ‘!L) |‘\|'\.L. (713) 524-0888

ROPERTI E S cliff@greenwoodking.com

,«\duft 5'9 00 CF[I[F{ 15=12) 2% 00 i+ and under are free)
Tickets at the gate - Adult $23.00 Child §11.00

WOODFOREST 77y HMarkef o
m Tbditaiiann®  Haslfel it

et o IV B AT AGHTT

www. texrenfest.com

Attorney at Law ——

uestion: Before my sister died, she failed to

change her Will and life insurance policy, which
names her ex-husband as her primary beneficiary
with my parents as the alternates. Can her estate
pass to her ex-husband?

nswer: Not likely. The Texas Family and

Probate Codes address this issue of “pre-
divorce beneficiary designations.’ Unless the Divorce
Decree or Will states otherwise, a divorced spouse
is cut off from receiving the inheritance,
life insurance or other financial plan
benefits of the decedent, thereby
passing to the alternate beneficiaries
or heirs.

30 Minute FREE Consultation!

Call for an appointment today.

Offices in Houston and Pearland
www.GonzalezAttorney.com

Office 281.412.4626

Fax 281.485.4327
| mike@gonzalezattorney.com

SCHOOL OF MASSAGE

Enrolling now for Day and Night Classes
starting January 4. 2010 - starting March 22, 2010

Clases en Espanol
Intern Massage 1hr/$35, 1.5hrs/$50
Affordable rates/Financing Available

7 13-333-5250
WWW.AVALONMASSAGESCHOOL.COM
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OutSmart Marketplace

- ACCOMMODATIONS

RAINBOW RANCH
CAMPGROUND
AND RV PARK

Texas Largest
GLBT Campground.
Cabins, R i

* CHURCHES/SPIRITUALITY

NICHIREN BUDDHIST. Sangha of Texas
7134291274, Sarvices Wed. 8 pm & Sun
10 am. Beginners Classes & Dharma Talk
www.nichiren-shu.orghouston.

Teaching and Living
CZ"? | the Science of Mind
= 2 since 1985,

Slmﬂl! Celebrations at 9:30am & 1am
also on Wednesdays at Tpm

creativelife.org » 281.350.5157

n-uf Ct- rewr

* CLEANING/MAID SERVICE

KAEHLER CLEANING
SERVICE since 1995
“. . eonflavally the best!”
Residential & Commercial
Call John
713/861-6181

Troubleshooting
Tune-ups - Tutorials
L]

PC Hnm"e'l'ech'

832.496.9246

- EMPLOYMENT

Business growing? Meed new staff? List
your employment needs in this space. Call
OutSmart at 713/620-7237

98 NOVEMBER 2009 OutSmart

- EMPLOYMENT

Photographic Model Needed. Also Need
Videographer and Web Designer. 575/
hour mode! for hyper-real website, Must be
al least 18 years old and under 120 pounds
Saturdays 4 hoursiweek. Videographer §25/
hour. Contact 21st Century Studio, Montrose
832-409-9090.

UNITED HEALTHCARE MEDICARE SOLU-
TIONS s recruiting Licensed Independent
Agents for its Senior Solutions product linas
Applicants should hold current Group 1 fi-
cense, E&Q coverage, own portable computer/
[terate. Sr sensitivity/understand their haalth
Insur, options, Commissions & Fortune 500
resources & leads. Mounir_Dahdah@uhe.com
with resume with OSOCT in subject line

- GRAPHIC DESIGN

ALLOW USTO DESIGN ARTWORK for your
next logo, special event, or advertisement.
Contact GUYZART al web: guyzart.com
Email: info@guyzart.com 261/608-8708

+ HEALTH/WELLNESS

FOOD ADDICTS IN RECOVERY
GLBT Open 12 Step Meeting,
Saturdays, 11am-12noon
Bering Memorial
1440 Harold,

(Am 232, back entrance}
foodaddictsinrecovery.com

- MASSAGE

Romanbbdv.com

Deep Tissue ® Swedish
Body Scrubs ¢ Body Mud
Hot Towel Treatments

Voted BEST
Massage Therapist
OutSmart’s Readers’

Choice Awards ‘09

Brian, LMT, ii Reiki
713.806.2199

= MASSAGE

In/Qut Calls

erapeutic Massa
13 yrs Exp.
832.,282.0326

pace.com/lighti

David Crawford, LmT
281.658.3565

- MASSAGE

"HBEp TISSUE » SWEDISH

5
o
I
(]
T
=
1]
=y
]
ul
I}
e}
z

ROBERT rMT
[713] 824-6230

www. twinpix.com/robert

B Reward Yourself |

A NIGE TOUCH, RELAXATION
OF BOOY AND MIND BY

LEE

L |g\|| \.h-n\

832.978.7017

MASSAGE ¢ Therapeutic * Relaxing « Ron
Howell, Repistered Massage Therapist + In
or Out Cal {oon-Midnight » Mest
Insurance accepted. 713/225-0231

FORMER DOWNER OF MHHI] HIS SPA...

MAS$A_G

e B

Massage -Waxlng Facials * Trimming
* Ear Candling! Not toa arly fo purchase
Holiday Gift Certificates! 713/526-3876

Barden Daks/ Dak Forest deea N Loop 670 & Ella Bhd

LADIES...

having & hard time finding a
FEMALE MASSAGE THERAPIST?

Call Deborah 713.444.6008

Professional Licensed Massage Therapist
Outcalls Only, Reasonat

Hates

GITIFIED MASSAGE
= 10 Years Experience
« Deep Tissue Swedish
+ hiatow & Seasea
* Montrose Lacation
214-604-5078
o/t Gaifs Arailabie

MASSAGE BY DAN, AMT, Deep-Tissue/
Swedish. Private-Discreet. In calls only. Mon-
frose Studio. 713/857-1008.

=
St e rge
“In The Heights™
Maturity and experience. Great rates. Relzang,
therapeutic massage in private studio in
the Heights. 10 am - 9 pm weekdays and
weekends 12-10 pm, Call for appointmant,
Byron 713/202-9786. Visit my website at
classicmassage.com 4 hands available

- MASSAGE

Paul's Massage
Swedish, Deap Tissue
Shurar avaifahle
Credit cants accepted
Dasispalms.com
281-827-2908
Paulmmi@att.nel

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Tall,
muscular, masculine, State Licensed. AMTA
Certified. 14 yrs experience. Incredible, full
body, high energy, total release massage.
Innerloop, $75hr. Mike 713/963-8603

Larry Carter vur |8
713.876.8899

Therapeutic
Massage
Swedish
Deep

Tissue

* PERSONAL TRAINER

VOTED ONE OF YOUR
FAVORITES 2008 & 2009

DAVID LL“ IS
PERSONAL TRAINER

713.240.5508

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED'
pet patroli:

A PEOPLE PET PARTHNERSHIP
Volunteers helping limited income elderly
and thase faging life challenging
ilinesses and care for their pets

thepetpatrol.org

= PETS

Who's watching
e kids ~

IN THE HEIGHTS

Experienced « Bonded » Professional » References
Competitive Rates: $24/day or §12 per visit.
Special 25% Cash, or New Client Discount!

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

= POOL COMPANIES

| RoolsY; 1@@{ M

» Pool Construction
L ‘M,n.l,_._:__c_,-' Rep.ura
s R(‘-‘T’I.bl-_'r_mt‘*l'i[l.'
e Lo

Call ] ames Tuda?'
713-822-2531

TWIWW, Pc)DlaBﬂa‘h'lES com
T “GayPool @yahoo.com

Over 35 Yearsof Expericnce

« PRODUCTS FOR SALE

You've never had coffee like this before,

NEW! Magic Power Coffee

15 the warld's first “Love
Potion™ heverage. Imagine the
Blae Pill in & cup of coffes
Increase tha sensations in
your lovemaking. All Nalural.

B32/381-7830

Buypassioncoffee.com

= REAL ESTATE--LEASE/SALE

Great Couples Retreat! Vintage Sunday-
house in Fredericksurg's historic district
Nestled on 100fi. square fowniat with small
smokehouse behind perfect for your private
wine cellar. Currently a B&B-great tax write-
off. Antiques and contents included. FSBO
(830) 456 5414,

Too cute duplex for rent. 610/Richmond. 2/2
covered carport, 1250 sq. 1. 4743 Merwin St
77027, Appliances included, tile floor. 713-
906-1814 or email: Houston5110@aol.com.
$1250 mo. One year lease.

Got Real Estate for Sale or Lease? Lol us
help you rent or sell your real estate. Call
OutSmart magazine for greal classified rates!
T1520-7237 ext. 10

- REAL ESTATE--LEASE/SALE

MOVING?
Not laoking for an Apariment??
| spcmﬂm in residential rentals, Townhome,
Conds, House, Garage Apl, Diapien & Moss -
“Led me find Ihe perfect home for you foday.”
100% Free Professional Service -
All Areas - All Price Ranges.

Scott Daley - Realtor 713.262.8348

« REMODELING/REPAIRS

&£
Gay Owned and Op.
(=

~
SHEETROCK REPAIRS « WALLPAPER REMOVAL
PAINTING - TEXTURES - 832.567.3804

- SERVICES

MANSCAPING IN MONTROSE. Body Waxing
and Grooming Services. For Men Only. Same
Private Location for 8 Years. Bates and Ap-
pointments; Dale at manscaping @ aol.com,

Mr. J. Waxologist & LMT offers Man 2 Man
body wark and grooming. Ask about our FREE
wax deal. For appoiniments call 713-392-
7361. Hours: 8:30-7:00pm

SANTA CLAUS - A Santa’s helper with his
own hair, beard and paunch is available for
your parties, gift deliveries, efc. Make your
ar\|:|cmtnuz"|lr garly, please. Bill O'Rourke,
713-864-2233 Ho, ho, ho!

Find Adam Faster.

Phone Dating

Houston

{713) 225.5500

CODE 4995

ySend Messages FREE

For other local numbers call
1-888-MegaMates
-333 634- 2BZE

» THERAPY/COUNSELING

FIND YOUR PATH - Individually, with your
partner/spouse or with peers in a safe group.
Take the leap and nurfure YOU. Steve Milner
LCSW, 713/857-8580 or smilnericsw@atl.net.

= YOGA CLASSES

NUDE YOGA CLASSES forming for fitness
minded men who are intereésted in experi-
encing the benefits of this timeless practice.
HeustonNudeYoga @aol.com.

Things
in Life You
Can Trust:

QutSmart’s
Circulation

Numbers!

An ad placed in QutSmart maga-
Zine reaches loyal, interested
readers. OutSmart's circulation
figures are audited independently
by Verified Audit Circulation, your
guarantee of an accurate count.

‘ " ALIDIT '..IR!..LIL ATION
wwew verifiedhudit.com

Verified Audit Circulation i1s a
national auditing service
respected for over 50 years in
the publishing industry. Insist on
Audited Cirulations like OuiSmart.
For advertising information call
713/520-7237

MARKETPLACE AD RATES

Deadline: Nov. 10 for the Dac. lssus, Order by

Markelplace Classifieds are per column inch, Calumn inch width is 1.688. Word line ads arg
30 words or less, plus §1 per additional word and 50 cents for all words in bold. Add additional
56 per issue to have your classified ad appear on our website. Ads can also be placed on our
secure website at www.OutSmartMagazine com.

Marketplace 1Month 3 Month 6Month 12 Month
Color Boxed Ad psroch  $68 564 59 $55
B/W Boxed Ad per inch $51 S48 246 £43
30-Word Line Ad $36 $33 §30 528

phone & pay by VISA. MC, AMEX, or Discaver.
Or FAX it 713/522-3275. Samy, we do not bill. Mail ad & payment to: OutSmart 3406 Audubon,
Houston, TX 77006-4412. For more information, call 713/520-7237
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OutSmart Advertisers

NOVEMEER 2009 FOR ADVERTISING INFO CALL 713/520-7237.

ACCOMMODATIONS
The Victorian Condo/Hotel
6300 Seawall/Galveston ... 800/231-6363
ADVERTISING
OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon Place.. ...  713/520-7237

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
Tejas Air

_-B32/287-6117

Kennr Waltar M: s. Sarvicea
A ... 2B1/330-4284

APARTME NTS{I.EA.SING
Camelot Realty Group/Scott Daley
4545 Bissonnet, #285.......ce 113/554-4288
Legacy At Memarial
3131 Memarial CT. ...
Nob Hill Apartments
5410 N. Braeswood Blvd. .. ... .713/721-4508

] ART GALLERIES _
Rene Wiley Studio Gallery
2128 Postoffice, Galveston........409/750-8077
ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy Astrology

BTT/554-7437

o 113/529-5842

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
The Doan Law Firm, Jimmy Doan
One Greenway Plaza, Suite 100. 713/600-4747
Jim Evans/Law Office of David L. Franeberger
444 W, Pasadena Blvd ................. 281/542-7500
Frye and Cantu, PLLC Law Firm
hberatinglaw.com. . M3f227-1T17
Michael W. Gonzalez, Attorney at Law
7930 Broadway #106 Pearland ..281/412-4626

The Law Dffice of Drew Prisner
BOG Main St., Ste. 1520 cicioniane

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

(Dak Forest Mobil Gar Care Center

1200 W4T, ....c.cocimisimassssnnisnnns T 13 GBG-1731
Tech Auto Maintenance

37 WaUEh DTIVE ccssiiisasiinnss 13/ B63-8244

AUTOMOTIVE SALES
Advantage EMW/Midtown
2101 San Jacinto @ Gray. . .
Audi West Houston
R EET L LT T —
Planet Ford 20403 |-45 North
Rudy Gonzalez/Service..
Scott Sprouse/Sales .
Porsche of West Houston
11890 Old Katy Road...... .-281/249-4700
Sand Dollar AutoPlex/John Nagy
8020 Broadway, Galveston._.... 409/744-5711
Smart Center Sugar Land
15625 Southwest Frwy.............. 281/207-3888
Sterling McCall Acura/Mike Chan
10455 Southwest Fwy ... 715/ 596-2300

~_ BARBERSHOPS
lJl'lmplan Therapeut!s Massage % Barber
3400 Montrose, Ste. 435 832/274-3853

832/746-4096

T13/289-1200
281/899-3400

..BBR/251-9135
281465 3804

= CARPET CLEANERS
Steam Express
WWW.STeam-express.com ...

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS _

Boniuk Center for Religious Tolerance

.281/344-9225

boniukcenter.org . e d 13/ 348-5316
Creative Life Spiritual Center
5316 Spring-Stuebner ................. 281/350-5157

Ressurrection MCC

2025 W 11th 5t .. -T13/861-9149
5t Paul's United Methodist Church

5501 MaIN .l TIS528-0527

CLEANING/MAID SERVICES
CleanThis

- T13/683-8484
Maid in the Shade
. T13/66R5-6243
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Perfection Plus Service
R R - 713f664-9511

CLOTHING

Male UWear

415 Westhetmer ... erens T 13/ 527-8499

__COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT

AIDS Foundation of Houston
3202 Weslayan.... .. T13/623-6796
Bering Dmega l.‘-om-rnunitr Services
4 13/541-3763
Boniuk Center for Hallgmus Tu!erancn
bomiukcenterorg w7 13/348-5316
Bunnies On The Bayou

. bunniesonthebayou.org

.Hed Rllllmn Tl'l]f Part'.r

hotelderek.com/toyparty.......... . 713/961-3000

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES

Computer-Wiz

3017 N. Durham, Ste 110
Copy.com

1200-F Westheimer.......

T13/975-4500

713/528-1201

Manhunt.net
I ... manhunt.net

DATING SERVICES

Perfection Filness/Chase Jones
perfection-fitness.com...............832/285-6419

FUNERAL SERVICES
Stan Ford Tributes
4635 Wild Indigo #497............. T13/443-3333
GARDEN/NURSERY SUPPLY

Frazier's
www.FraziersConcrete.com........ 979-921-1906
Joshua’s Native Plants & Garden Antigues
502 W, 1B L. .ccciovanscmsesamines 713/ 668-T700

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
NU-Guts Hair Salon

515 Westheimer .o s T13/524-7858

HARDWARE STORES
Buffalo Hardware
2614 Westheimer @ Kirby..........

J13/524-1011

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC
Chimney Rock Chiropractic/Art Keller, D.C
3033 Chimney Rock ...............713[781-3344

Kirby Health&Wellness/Kenneth W. Lester, D.C.

3930 Kirby Dr., Ste. 108, 713/526-5252

Menard Chiropractic/Byron K. Menard, D.C.
3400 Mantrose, Ste 550 ............. 713/526-5959

ENTERTHIHMENT{NIGHT LIFE
Bayou City Bar & Grill
2409 Grant .. = ’
Bayou City Pel!omlng ﬁ.rts
bayoucityperformingarts.org ...
Club Adam & Club Eden
S22 NBSARE | o coorcemmissismiamese
ES's
2517 Ralph
Houston Symphony

e TV3{522-2867
. T13/521-7464
281/557-0434

. 713/527-9071

houstensymphony.org ... 713/238-1435
Improv Comedy Theater

7620 Katy Fwy, Ste, 431 ... T13/333-8800
JR's/Santa Fe

B08 PACiC.....ccicmiciimiiimsiininms 7135212519
LoftsTour Galveston

galveston comfloftstour . BBB/939-B680
Meteor

2306-08 Genesee -
Montrose Mining Company
805 Pacific..
Ranch Hill Saloon

24704 |-45 North, Spring .........

T13/521-0123

...713/529-T488

181/298-9035

South Beach

810 Pacific Street ............oooc.co...... T13/529-7623
TC's Bar

B17 Fairview ... i e d 13/526-2625
Theater Unmrr Ths Slars

TUTS.com.. . T13/558-TUTS

Tony's %rner Puaket
817 West Dallas._...

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Edward Jones/Belinda Fuhr
6450 Louetta, #190, Spring......
Edward Jones/Jennifer Riley
2111 W. Governars Circle.............
Gary M. Gritz, CPA

- T13/571-7870

281/370-17T71

713/956-5177

6420 Richmond Ave #360 ... 713/784-3030
McVay Business innovations
MikeMecVay ... ... B%2/643-7577

Shockiey Tax Advisors
ShockleyTax.com i

UBS/Grace 5. Yung

713/236-1040

T13/654-0260

FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS

Body 3 Fitnessi/Tom Jackobs
1987 W. TC Jester ...
Club Houston

205 FRIRIN -
Houston Gym

IS0 DUMRAM oo i 7 13 BB0-9191
Coach Kimmie Sports Studio/Kimberly Marler
1210 W Clay, Ste 4., B32/443-FITT
Lorenzo Ortiz

2516 Hopkins St.# L ..o

T15/240-1529

713/659-4398

832/882-3852

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY_
Kristin K. Anderson PhD

9525 Katy Frwy Ste 200 ..........
Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP
1006 MISSOUR et s
D. *Woodja" Flanigan, MS, LPA
2600 Southwest Fwy, Ste 409 .
Daniel R. Garza, MD

2940 Richmond, Ste 428 .. 2R1/610-8190
Enod Gray, LMSW-ACP, C. Ht., GSAT
4200 Montrose... ... TI3/522-T014
Barry Gritz, MD
3310 Katy Frwy, Ste 510
Dr. Mancuso, Ph.D.
4817 Montrose Blvd, Ste C207 .
Steve Melton, M5, LPC, LMFT
4617 Montrose, Ste C206 ... 713/560-6496
Denise 0'Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN
1730 Kirby, Ste 910.. ... — ... T13/524-9525
Robert Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP
4200 Montrose, Ste 540...........
D. Scoft Stanley, MS, LMFT-LPC
1458 Campbell, Ste 2504 ... .. 281/960-3991
Christine Wysong, RN, PMHNP, BC

3310 Katy Frwy, Ste 310 ............713/869-7400

. 713/263-0400
T13/527-0000

713/589-9804

715/869-7400

832/293-1001

713/522-7014

HEALTH CARE-ACUPUNCTURISTS
12 Meridians, Chester Dickerson
3206 White Oak Dr.................... B32/767-9025
—_ HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
Bayou City Smiles
4000 Washington ...
Bruce W. Smith, DDS
1006 MiSSOUM....c.c.oo oo
Gory Logan, DDS, PA
530 Waugh... o T15/942-8598
Dental Cosmetic Center of Houston
4126 Southwest Frwy, #1610 ..., 713/777-6453
Dentig
1355 W Gray ..............
FLDSS, Clint Herzog, DDS
514 Elgin, Ste A............. . 113/942-0107
Houston Aesthetic & General Dentistry
1301 Waugh DF e T13/526-2424
LifeSmiles/Randy Mitchmore, DDS
1722 W Alabama...........—........ 713/592-9300
River Daks Center For Dentistry/
Barbara Johnson, DDS
1355 W GIAY o ereerssensestesintorien

T3/518-1411

713/529-4364

.. 713/526-2904

T13/526-2904

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES/PRODUCTS
Bering Support Network
beringsupportnetwork.org..........
bio-scrip Pharmacy

4101 Greenbriar, Ste.235........

713/626-1017

T13/521-1700

Houston Buyer's Club Nutritional Supplements
3224 Yoakum...oo e F13/520-5288
Legacy Community Health Services

215 Westheimer......ccoooeee.e.... T13/830-3000
Maontrose Counseling Cenfer
LR T ——
SouthSide Pharmacy

TT00 MaIN e, TIB 261 -2536
St Luke's Community Emergency Centers
6363 5an Felipe:. ..o T13/972-8300
2727 W Holeombe ... B33/355-7525
11713 Shadow Creek Pkwy......... 713/793-4600

HEALTH CARE-MASSAGE THERAPISTS

Alan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch
- T13/972-0925

713/529-0037

A-.-alun Schnul n! Massaga
2990 Richmond, Ste 200...

Mind-Bodyworkers

- T15{333-5250

4920-D Seawall Galveston .. 409/762-6463
Ryan Fugate, RMT

Ryanmassageworks.com ... 713/269-7926
Joel Leal, RMT

. T13/397-8808
Ron Moss Massage
et . 281/853-5665
HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Eye Excallence

Mary T Green, MD, PhD, FACS
4 Chelsea Blvd..........
Houston Eye Associates

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101 _..........]

- T13/521-EYES

13/668-9118

~ HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS

Eye Contact
2055 Westheimer, Suite 135.......

Eye Elegance
3966 Westheimer ....cveeroee

EyeGallery, The

713/520-6600

L T13/6232-4411

18068 Westheimer ..o 7135231279
Eye to Eye
432 W, 191Hh 3L icconsmsmessmmasinnns T 13/B64-8822

iVision Eye Care Center
920 Studemaont.....
Spectacies on Montrose

A3 7Montrose #2 ..

HEALTH CARE-PHARMACIES
big-scrip Pharmacy
4101 Greenbriar, Ste.235......ie
SouthSide Pharmacy
TIOOMAN i

... T13/862-0500

713/529-3937

T13/521-1700

113/261-2536

_HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS
Detavio Barrios, MD
106 Westheimer, Ste A ...

Baylor College of Medicine
One Baylor FlazaM.5. ...

713/942-7546

877/228-5777

Garrodi Clinic

Interal Medicine HIV/AIDS ... TBA
Gary Brewton, M.D.

1745 West Alabama St ..113/529-9224

Condombroke.com ............... 713/529-3766
Midtown Physicians, LTD. L.L.P/
FredWorthMD.com

3306 FANNIN 51 oo
Pasha Snoring & Sinus Center
2615 Southwest Frwy, #290..._.
Texas Bio-ldentical Hormones
DrRoyalBenson.com.... s IT9T76-1660
UT West Loop Health Center
1776 Yorktown, Ste.150 .. 713/572-8122

713{522-1788

TI3/520-6522

HELICOPTER SERVICES

PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES

Rotor Enwvy, LLG.

11210 Blume AVe ... e 832/221-0943

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE

Center for Beautiful Bodies
6363 Woodway, Ste.850 ........... 281/501-8357
Heights Dermatology & Aesthetic Center/

Alpesh Desai, MD

2120 Ashland ..o,

Metropolitan Laser Institute

3005 West Loop 5., 5te.225 ... T13/GOT-HAIR
Skin Renalssance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
106 Westheimer, Ste Ao 713/342-7546

T13/864-2650

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES

Anthony's Patio
2805 Westheimer, Ste A..........

Antigue Center of Texas

1001 W. Loop S. @01d Katy Rd... 713/668-4211
Audio Video Designs
7300 Southwest Fwy...
Barking Frog

701 14th 5t Galveston ...
Bliss on 18th

713/231-6060

o TU5 T 768444

409/763-3764

235 W, 19th...cicsmiinsrisnenn e B3 2 BT 3-0099
Cantoni
9889 Westheimer ....ouceevenee. 7137879494

Chic Warehouse

e 4 £ T I e TN e
Eclectic Home
545 W1ath L. ...
Rubin's Custom Rugs

3130 Rogerdale Rd. ....ccieiinin

NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL
Benders Landing Estates
BendersLandingEstates.com.....

Blue River Custom Homes

T13/822-3392

w113/ 869-1414

T13/784-1180

800/969-3596

i 113/457-4860

ClagsicCasa.com

7 13/306-7555
Cravens Electric
All Electrical Needs ... 281/585-9146
Dolan Construction & Remodeling

- -.481/705-2872

rranll's Ronﬂng & ﬂamudelmg
y e B32/BB0-6795
Hannnn Desmns
HannonDesigns.com. .
Harvard Heights Con structlon
HarvardHeights.com.. creepen 1 13/880-8090
Infinite Iron Works
Infinitelronworks.com. ...
J & M Construction Co.

o T3 TT5-5437

713/789-2000

.. 713/466-8334

KE&N Sales
1402 Shepherd Dr

Ropgers & Rogers

s 113/ B68-3611

e s TS R =13 Y
SpaceMan Home & Office

3556 West TC Jester ... 113/ 6EE-B808

Rummy's Beach Club

Pet Paradise
14500 John F. Kennedy...
7511 Monroe...
Pet Sitting Ser

. 281/443-DOGCS
w7 13/941-DOGS

n the Heights
- 115/869-3698

rummysbeachelub.com ... ... 713/446-3805

Sasha's Suds ‘n Duds
802 West Gray.....

West Alahama Animal Clinic
2030 West Alahama. ................ 713/528-0818

Yuppie Dog Day Care & Grooming Spa
2203 Durham Drive................. 713/426-5700

—_PEST CONTROL

13533117

Bugtima
Buighime. meti L

PHOTOGRAPHY/FILMING

281/6812-8888

INSURANCE AGENCIES /AGENTS
Pam Elfis/State Farm
5900 Memorial, Ste, 301. .........
Barry Hoskins/State Farm
21 Waugh Dr..... - 409/744-1908
Jarry Levy/Long-Term Cara/Prudential
ong-term-care-texas.com....... 281/499-8992
David Lorms/Farmers
E TC Jester @ Loop 610 T13/688-B669
fob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers/
Rob Schmarlar
6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 .....713/661-7700
Secure Horizons / United Healthcare
Mounir Dahdah... .. 832/721-1179

JEWELERS

T13/869-7263

|.W. Marks Jewelers

3847 Bellaire Blvd. . ..oy
Silverlust

338-C Westheimer......oe

713/668-5000
713/520-5440
LANDSCAPING/POOLS

A.l's Landscaping & Design, Inc.
AlsLandscaping.com. . 113/957-0449

_LIMOUSINES/TRANSPORTATION
American Corporate Transportation
act-tr.com..... ; s T13/ 266-6677

MOTORCYCLES

Republic Harley-Davidson

12707 Southwest Freeway ......... 281/295-1000

P
Made In The Shade,|
ShadeMyPatio.com ...

05

281/265-0865

Dalton DeHart Photography
3 1 13/622-2202

\Fal’stljl Pru-duclmns ! Jnhn 1::|:nn:r5|I

- T13/542-8277
Susan Henry Fh:m:lgraphy
susanhenryphotography.com ... 409/762-6454
Yvonne Feece Photography
YvonneFeece com ... ..

PLUMBING

832/876-1053

U-Plumb-1t

1424 MONETOSE . ovcsicesssiamsinsmsiasisnss
Village Plumbing & Appliance
5403 Kirby coeerecmmsmsernen 7 13/224-DRIP(3747)

_PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer......cia

713/942-2277

713/528-1201

PROMOTIONAL PRINTING
Accent Apparel T-Shirt Printing
6640 HOOVET SL. civvmiiimsismssinsios

PSYCHIC/INTUITIVE READERS
Lilly Roddy Astrology ... 713/528-5842

713/956-7954

REAL ESTATE SERVICES-REALTORS

Bill Baldwin/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Blvd............ceeoi. 281 /850-6862
Cliff Helmcamp/ Greenwood King

. 281/235-6979
D:md IDWHszhE House Eumpany
davidbowers.com.. ... 409/ 763-2800
Pamela Efferson /Suzanne Anderson Properties
Sellinghomesinhouston.com...... 713/822-8555
Lindsey Baker / Coldwell Banker
lindseybakerrealestate.com........ 713/261-2316
Dana Chargois/Keller Williams
350 Post Oak, Ste 350.......... ...
Terre Cottman/Coldwell Banker
1505 Heights Blvd................. 713/B66-7805
Karen Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights BIvd..........veees TI3/B75-7050
Robert Derr/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Blvd 715/875-7049
Terri Harrel/Forrest Lake Townhomes
Forrestlake.com. ... 832/526-0284
Richard Hill/Keller Williams
550 Post Oak, Ste 350...
Blake Hillegeist Real Eslate
blakehillegeist.com.. .. 113/526-6606
Diane Kingshill/Martha Turner Properties
620 Harold Street .. T13/248-4900
Lynette Lew/Prudential Gary Greene
Iynettelew.com. ... -713/582-2202
Ashton Martini/Karen Derr & Ass0c.
1545 Heights Bivd. ..or.erovoomrrerrr, 832/B78-7686
Joe Miranda/Brooks Ballard Century 21
IntegrityDeliversYourHome com.... 832/642-0823
Faul 0'Bryan
paulobryanrealestate.com ...
Don Puryear/ReMax Metro
TEMAXNEL.... e rrerm oo 137 302-6543
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors
5023 Washington ... 713/868-7226
Tom Schwenk/Joe Tramonte Realty
1802 Broadway, Galveston ........409/765-9837
Kevin Smith/Century 21

832/584-6715

. 713828-7866

B32/455-3112

...B32/286-2288

VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty
1802 Broadway, Galveston ........409/765-9837
Robert Zahn/Karen Derr & Assoc.
KarenDerr.com. .. .u-ieee.n. 409/939-9237

REAL ESTATE-LENDERS

Gudy Grizzoffi/Bank of America
. B32/541-1103

a:smunnms;corrse’;ﬁms BARS

1308 Cantina

1308 Montrose ..., 281/807-8996
AKA Sushi

2390 West Alabama................... 713/807-7875
BB's

2710 MOMTOSE ......coorsrrmessermrerrsrerer 1 13 524-4499
Gafe Adobe

2111 Westheimer. .. . T13/528-1468

Danton's Gulf [:nasi Seatood

4611 Montrose .. - 1 13/BO7T-BBES

Dessert l:iallcryI

3200 Kirby D 715/ 522-9999
1616 Post Oak Bivd. ... TV3/622-0007
2260 Lone Star/Sugar Land....... 281/201-4900
Mardi Gras Grill

1200 Durham Dr. ... . 713/B64-5600
Mia Bella

2006 Lexington.... siisisenins 1 13Y 323-2428
Marin's Bombay Brasserle
3005 West Loop South. ..
Saffron Meroccan [:u;'sine
2006 Lexinglon ...
Tinto"s Restaurant

2015 West Gray, Suite ). ...

... 113/622-2005
713/523-1418

713/522-1330

SPECIALTY RETAIL
Dowling Music
2615 SOUtHWESE FIWY.coonirrrrnnninn 7 13/529-2676

Executive Adult Video Superstore & Theater
14002 Northwest FWy i 7134625152

Hollywood Frame Gallery
2027 BISSONNEL..vvirsmrsiieiicisionisie 113/942-88B5

Houston Buyer's Club Nutritional Supplements
3224 Y0aKUM...ovvs oo oneeee 113/520-5288

PlayMarki.com

....playmarki.com

Pride of Persia
7026 Old Katy Rd. Ste 164..........
Rug Collector

2354 BISSOONEL oo
Tattzoo

4000 528 Friendswood ...
Unique Pieces
WWW,UNIQUepieCes.net. ...
Urban Soles Outpost

B06 W 1 oo

713/522-7870
713/674-1995
281/414-4162
281/419-4300

713/880-1187

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS
Premier Paging & Wireless
12220 Murphy Road..ooe
Telecom Wireless Services Inc
12320 Ballaire........ .~ 281/568-6108

281/575-8500

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Concierge Travel, Inc
4920 Mimosa........
Travel Leaders/Ken Martin

- T15/661-2117

. B32/892-522%

Thank you for supporting OutSmart advertisers!

Please tell them you saw their ad in QutSmart!

LYNETTE LEW

Residential & Commercial REALTOR®
Accredited Luxury Home Specialist

Extraordinary SERVICE ...

Y Extraordinary RESULTS!

o

#> Prudential
G

TA A

Buymg, selling or leasing,
please remember me for all
your real estate needs.

713.582.2202

www.LynetteLew.com
Lynette(@LynetteLew.com

Alffte e, P e sgliterad
(ARSI e P iy gttt

wesberh o The Priadesssa) Lsarmece Compeny of

DutSmart
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e ngh f -
Sunﬁ%}"ﬁartmg atl] pm

e e 1
auuﬁ:prem|er Show Bar * TCS .

817 Fairview = 713.526.2625 v

SUNDAYS

mgf

Urban | Party | Lounge

2306-08 GENESEE $
713.521.0123

mcterhoUsEOn.Con | iyspace.comimeieorhousion

Bub ha Hosts Houston’s
Filthiest Amateur Strip Contest
WELL YODKA COCKTAILS
ALL DAY & ALL NIGHT

RANCH HILL SALOON

HOME OF THE UOLDEST BEER
& THE WARMEST WELCOME

Newl! BIG BEER NITE w/ Hot Wings
Every Monday - 7pm 'ill all gone

Drag Queen Bingo {

Every Wednesday * 9pm
OPEN DAILY 1PM - 2AM 281-298-9035

ranchhill.com myspace.com/theranchhillsaloon

2517 Ralph@Westheimer
Houston, TX 77006 713-527-9071

. .
www.ejsbar.com

T(_)N"r’ S

I'Oc,:,l',@ Nightly Specials - Call for
“‘ Cold Beverages & Hot

817 W. Dallas » 713/571-7870
Ample Secure Parking

Would you like your business to profit from this space?

Monthly Gay & Lesbian Spending Patterns

= Dines Out 4-5 times per week = Attends Live Performances
2-3 times per month « Goes to a Club or Bar 2 times a week

QutvSmart

Call 713.520.7237

102 NOVEMBER 2009 OutSmart

II—

GEORGE

Regulars rule' at this comtortable neighbarhn

Houston

AZTECA'S VIP LOUNGE

EXpEnENCE A new athf |I

BOCADOS

BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM

CH iTCET&:’THE NFW BARH-"GS FO'I'
cunzm

C-Llll.[li ADJ‘.M AN!J EﬂDEN

CEII_JB CRYS‘I'&L
W s

DECADES

BEHIND THE BAR

WHO: Sean Steensen

WHERE: South Beach
810 Pacific » 713/529-STROBE

WHAT'S UP: Still the hottest
nightclub in Houston and beyond,
South Beach is the anchor for the
800 Pacific Street Black Party,

which spontaneously erupts every

Saturday night due to the area’s
plentiful bars.

JR'S BAR & GRILL

LADY BARBARA'S CLUB TRUE COLORS

MARY'S, NATURALLY

METECR

MICHAEL'S OUTPOST

FU\INBOW ROOM

dhay, Heather Moon hosts karaoks ||||| or

ston club. 0
2818720215 =

lies musie ¢n Fri, and Sab 527 Bacren Spring

erainbowe -l.||-.|.:.-|.-.u|:

FHPEQ-FID

fyele Park » 715/52

SOU’TH BE.ﬁCH

1Carey, have rovamped the deep-Mantros
Numera!

Spring

RANCH HILL SALOON
Nith i twas ol tables &3

Humble
WHISPERS

Galveston

3RD COAST BEACH BAR

CLUB GROOVE

THE PINK DOLPHIN
pestisd by Eld | i

CIELEANS STREET PUEB AND PATIO
The pl Wil ™
’.! o of bad fil fror

HALOVIDED BaAl
Th only GLBT dan

FFHE GENTLE
ART OF CARING

i Psyr:horherapy and Counseling

TONY CARROLL LCSW

The Experienced Therapist who teaches you
to make the most of your therapy

bouston,

Therapist om

“I am deeply
grateful to the
OutSmart readers
for their continuing
confidence.”

pecializing in work with

individuals and couples
from the gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender
community since 1981.

www.HoustonTherapist.com

QUTSMART READERS'
713-527-0000 BEST THERAPIST 2003-2009
1006 Missouri St. Houston, Texas 77006

ecent event photos on
the website:

Montrose Softball League

TGRA

HRC Gala

GMCH & Bayou City Women's Chorus
WUt @ TUTS Night at the Hobby Center
Act OUT/&Hey Thealre
Black Tie Dinnes
Houston Pride Band
Pride Parade

And mare!

Autol
Friend

Ea 4000 FM 528 in Friendswood &8
(281) 648-8288 www.tattzoo.com

Need a professional photographer for your special
event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202.
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SignOut

by Lilly Roddy

ur November is certainly ushering in a
Obusy month. First, the time change and

then the physical changes we all have to
go through to readjust. = Saturn, planet of respon-
sibility and discipline, has entered Libra for the first
time in 28 years. This will have us reassessing our
relationships, both personal and national, for the
next two years. And Neptune, planet of dreams
and self-delusion, has gone direct after its yearly
four-month retrograde eycle. This can be creating
atime for rest and retreat for those Aquarians who
are barn in the later part of the sign. And least of
all, Thanksgiving is upon us. Many will want to
spend time in smaller groups rather than in large
family gatherings. Feelings are very sensitive and
tempers can be short. This i1s an especially good
time to watch how much alcohel your drink. » Good
days for this month are the 2nd, 5th, 9th, 10th,
25th, and the 28th. Days to keep your expectations
very realistic are the 1st, 4th, 8th, 11th, 15th, 19th,
26th, and the 30th. » The Sun begins her journey
in Scorpio and enters Sagittarius on the 21st.
Mercury is also there in Scorpio bul enters Sag
ahead of the Sun on the 15th. Venus moves out of
her home sign of Libra and inlo Scorpio on the 7th
Mars remains in Leo, Jupiter in Aguarius, Saturn in
Libra, Uranus in Pisces, Neptune in Aquarius, and
Pluto in Capricorn.

ARIES (March 21-April 18). This month you really
focus on your money, who you share it with, and
how they spend it. You may be impulsive in your
spending and angry at others who spend money
without your permission. A new theme has begun
with your evaluating all relationships. Initially, it is
about what boundaries you set and enforce, The
rest of the time is about improving the ones that
aren't working. Your children or own inner child
will be a lot more demanding this month. There
could be some power struggles with your children.
Life eases up some by the end of the month, but
make sure that you don't put too much pressure
on yourself at Thanksgiving or you will not like the
holiday time.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Your primary interest
this month is about relationships. And you will be
wanting to spend some time with your loved one
and reconfirm that emotional and physical bond.
If all is not so happy in your partnership, then the
issues will come to the surface so you can address
them. Watch your feelings during the holiday. You
are more sensitive than usual and may overreact,
especially in a family environment. Health takes
your attention as you try to figure out the best way
to improve your existing health conditions

GEMINI [M.‘iy 21=June 21). You will be putting out
lots of different fires this month, both at home and
at work. And during the holiday time, you want to
make sure that you don't over-stress yourself. You
won't be acting very well if you do. You are being
pushed for deadlines in your work, and you certainly
have taken on more than you can reasonably do, but
that won't stop you. You are susceptible to colds
and flu this month. Choose your company wisely
during the holiday so that you keep a good healthiul
environment. Relationships are next on the list as
we get closer to the end of the month.
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SCORPIO (October 24-November 21).
This is your annual birthday, or solar re-
turn, as we say in the astrology biz. This
is your time to review the decisions and
plans you made last year at your birthday,
and then to come up with a new set of
directions for this year. Most of you will
be ready for this task. For those of you
born at the end of the sign, this is a time
of deep introspection and nol a time of
decision-making. This is a good month
to start new projects, especially around
career or job hunting. You are better at
meeting new people this month. This can
be very helptul for meeting new clients or
meeting someone new to date.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). For most of the moon
kids, this is a month of relaxing and getting in touch
with personal enjoyment and pleasure. This will
help with your holiday time. In the back of your
crab brain, you are beginning to really consider
your career and the direction it is heading. You will
notice the shortcomings of your current plan by the
end of the month. If you have already started making
some definite changes in the direction, you will not
feel so much pressure. Some of you will take on a
totally new career or may have to change as your
mdustry shifts or even comes to an end.

LEO {July 23—-August 22). Mars, planet of action
and confrontation, 15 in your sign until the end of
June 2010. Normally Mars visits a sign for 45 days.
This year, Mars goes retrograde in your sign in De-
cember. You will feel more self-aware to potentially
selfish. Existing relationships can be troublesome
if you are avoiding dealing with the problem. With
this wisit from Mars, you won't be able to avoid them.
And exercise programs, or some way to release this
extra energy you have, would be good. Otherwise,
you may be exploding at some unsuspecting per-
son who just happens to cross your path. Family
visits will be tense unless you keep your visit short
and as you attempt to remain detached.

VIRGO (August 23=September 22). Communica-
tions will be your concentration for this month. It will
be very important to you to get your message oul
and to get it out clearly. You will be having a more
serious demeanor for the month. You are paying
more attention to your financial picture and, more
important, you are actually doing something about
it. Waiting will anly make things worse, especially
next year at this time, The holidays with family
members may be the best time you have had in a
couple of years.

LIBRA (September 23-October 23). Saturn has
moved into your sign for a 2'/s-year visit. Saturn’s
impulse is to have you review the choices that you

o
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=
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have made over the years. Fix the ones that are
not working, throw out the cnes you can't fix, and
find some new ones to replace your old decision.
You may be very hard on yourself at this time.
Don't let your inner critic ride roughshod over
you. Watch your money this month. You could be
impulsive in your spending. You are a lot lighter by
the holidays.

SAGITTARIUS (Movember 22-December 21).
This is the calm before the storm. You are not
as social as you have been and should be taking
some rest before we get to the holiday time and,
ultimately, your birthday period. Keep your sched-
ule reasonable and watch whal company you put
yourself into. You will be more susceptible to their
negative influences. You are reviewing your friend-
ships and group associations. Some will go by the
wayside, as you are not getting from them what you
had expected. By the time Thanksgiving arrives, you
will be once again terminally perky

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19). This
month begins a stressful time for you. And we
could see some of this stress reach a head near
the end of the month. This may affect your holidays,
50 you may want to have flexible plans for the
holiday fete. This can be a career crisis time for
same of you, as you are huwng to move from what
you were comfortable with and stepping into a job
with much more responsibility and/or power. For
those of you who are older, this could be a time of
retirement. These events are out of your hands and
don't reflect your work quality. You have to renew
yourself in your career, and expect to be looking
for a new one.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18). Your
career and social responsibilities and your relation-
ships are so active this month, Many of your are
feeling ready to launch a new career or revamp the
one you have. Watch your interaction with your co-
workers—you could come on strong or even pushy,
even if your ideas are good and what is best for
them. This is also an excellent time for networking
or promoting yourself or business. Relationships
are needing some spicing up. Don't let a fight be
the only way that need shows itself. If you are single,
thisiz a great time'to market your:;clf Your sexual
energies will be strong, and we will see you.

PISCES (February 18—March 20). This would
be a good month to take some time and relax, As
we enter 2010, you are going to be so busy that
you may not have much time to rest. Despite the
Thanksgiving holiday period, you are in the mood
to watch your diet and do some exercise. It would
be gcmd to start that now. Be sure that you don't
overdo it, because you will want to. Relationships
with co-workers can be more tense than usual. You
may feel you have to wear kid g]l-;_wf::s as you smack
them across the face. It s that show of caring
and respect that makes Pisces so loving. Career
becomes your focus as the holiday season begins.
Don't take on all the work during the holidays,
because we will let you.

Read Lilly Roddy’s forecast for alf of 2008, which
appeared n OutSmart's January issue. For more
asfro-insight, log on te lillyroddy.com.

"... Beautiful music!

e Pure magic...”

THE YOGA OF SACRED SONG AND CHANTI

DEVA PREMAL & MITEN

in concert wihspeciol guest MANOSE

7:30 p.m., Saturday, November 21, 2009
Tieket and event information
www.spectrumcenterevents.com

Unity Church = 20298 Unity Drive » Houston, Texas 77057
Presented by

Spectrum Center * TAB « Institute for Culture

Sing along with
The Judy Garland Christmas Special

Return to 1963 when
CBS first aired this
ultra-campy black-and-

'4

1\hi|.| |L'||'\'i'-i“f1 "[il!'l ii!l
[eaturing Judy at her
Judy-est.

i

With
Naney Ford

and Special Guests

Sunday, December 6 * 6 p.m.
In-N-Out | 1537 N. Shepherd

Doors open at 5 pm. | Suggested donation: *2()

Light Hors D'oeuvres » Holiday Raffie

Presented by Kindred Spirits Foundation, Inc.

Benefiting AssistHers, Bering Support Network,
Houston Buyers Club, & Lesbian Health Initiative

Tickets: KindredSpiritsHouston.org
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TOM's Giat MAGH

PAUL
O'BRYAN

REAL ESTATE™

Wrinkies * Rosacea » Facial Sagging
Acne (active & scars) « Face & Leg Veins.
Laser Hair Removal
Botox® = Restylanea® = Sculptra®
Juvéderm” + Radiesse”

We use long lasting FDA
ed dermal fillers to take
even decades, off your
appearance; giving a natural,
pleasant. and well rested look.
Christopher

Ds. Barrios s & Mamber of the
Dermal Filler Applications: = Anathetic Madicine &

Academy
Amarican Society for Laser Medizine and Surgery

www.skinrenaissance.net
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Phatos by Dalton DeHart

Kenneth Lester, Melissa Pinasco, and Ryan Fugate
in Fugate's studio at Winter Street Annual Open Studios

and Artists' Exhibition, October 3. September 13.

Bayou City Womens' Chorus at the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure,
October 3.

Geoffery Lawrence, Travis Jenner, and Ernie Manouse at Houston
Comes Out Pride Houston event, October 10.

October 10.

OUT IN HOUSTON

Victor Juarez, Marilyn Oshman,and Wayne Blosat
at the Orange Show's Angels & Demons 2009 gala,

Tim Pugh, Tonya Hyde, and Corey Collins at TC's
;gl'dud opening, October 10,

Thank you
OutSmart Readers
for voting me

Best Dentist 2000-2009

a8 8 2 8 & 80 00 R R R R E R R R R R R R

Bruce W. Smith pps

1006 Missouri Street
between Montrose & Grant
Houston, Texas 77006

713.529.4364

" k RN n
L h i e 3

Robert Hines, Connie Moore, Kiyona Corpening, Jason Stephens, Debbie Hunt, Lisa
Mace, and Joe Wiese at the Houston Pride Band 2009-2010 season kickoff, September 30

* Cosmetic dentistry

* Preventive dentistry

¢ Payment plans available

* Smile design * Treatment of breath odor * Comfortable homelike environment
* ZOOM" Whitening * Periodontal wellness * Comprehensive, conservative care

* Tooth whitening sedation and nitrous oxide

 Perio Protect System
* Porcelain veneers * Many insurance plans accepted * Friendly, experienced staff
* Tooth colored fillings ¢ Credit cards accepted * Help with your insurance

Visit our website at BruceSmithDDS.com




FREE ZOOM2!
“Taking PRIDE in Everything We Do!” TEETH WHITENING

with cleaning, exam and X-rays

Your teeth will be the

straightest thing about you. |

on’t forget to FLOSS.

Ask about Free Botox!

514-A Elgin Street
Houston, Texas 77006
713-942-0101
flossdental.com
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