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"Our journey is not complete until
our gay brothers and sisters are.
ireated like anyone else under the
law, for if we are truly created equal,
then surely the love we commit to
one another must be equal as well.”

—_ PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

After 44 presidents, 57 inaugurations, and 224 years,
the LGBT community has finally been mentioned in an inauguration speech.
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Rev Ral h Lasher Retu:es
" p fECIRC
S £ 3 |I\ )
His Bethel congregation is hosting a retirement party on February 10
‘ | N It's not NINg.
t age 84, Rev. Ralph Lasher is And that was it. He continued to the semi- that many other gay men were falling ill (&)
finally settling down. He lives nary, was accepted, and spent the next three Lasher learned as much as he could about -
in a retirement community on years there. He was ordained at the Cathedral HIV and AIDS, and was frequently called ||' SIAOL @8 |_ ra If;l T Tl“] | @ E‘
Houston's west side, and he has decided Church of St. Paul in Boston sixty years ago. upon to speak to groups through his in- = -t
that, like many of his neighbors, it's time Lasher spent some time crisscrossing volvement with United Way. .
to retire professionally. With a laugh, he North America in the secular world, mostly He was the director of Montrose Clinic Tes‘tl ng 'For H IV IS
says Houston's heavy traffic is part of his writing and working in publishing. He landed for a period in the late 1980s, and started a
motivation. He ne longer wants to make in Houston in 1968 to follow the love of his support group at Metropolitan Community everyone’s thing_
the taxing 30-mile round-trip every Sat- life, Harry Gibson. Actually, they were living Church of the Resurrection for people who
urday and Sunday in Chicago at the time and they had just had were HIV positive. The church, which was
to Bethel United a terrible snowstorm. Gibson was from Louisi- on Decatur Street at the time, was the first =
Church of Christ ana originally, and the two decided to move to place Lasher had ever seen gay couples
on Shepherd Drive, a warmer city. Lasher and Gibson were togeth- embracing and holding hands i i
just north of Wash- er from 1955 until Gibson's passing in 2000, After he became the pastor of the
ington Avenue. Lasher and Gibson socialized in Houston church, he started the Saturday evening
Lasher has felt as a couple and entertained a lot, volunteering El Noche class and was instrumental in O R A @ U I C K
a strong connection their time for various nonprofit organizations starting a bilingual service there. He is =
to his faith since and rubbing elbows with elected officials. It very proud that several thousand people
e, he was a young boy was the first time Lasher could be open about have attended his Seripture and Sexuality
Lasher Serving as an aco- his relationship, and also around the time courses through the years. He has

Ivte in his church
At age twelve, the seed was planted that
God was calling him to the ministry. But

then he found a passion for politics. When P“de Houston Announces 2013 Theme,
he was in school he would run for various Logo a“d Pride Marsha] Nﬂl‘l‘lillees
r

offices, and he always won. He was the
5 S Tom Upord bry Henghrzm Froskecaioncta 4,

president of his fraternity. o e | L iy b i por profomonciet
After Lasher graduated from college, Hnu.t;ton F rld{l Fﬂnnth Is_nghl. around the corner - 2 @ i D
he was riding the train one evening from URGE R AN, with promises of a celebratm.n_ ) WT"""”"""‘"
Hartford, Connecticut, to visit New York's that will top all that came before. At an unveiling PR 1 D E -y Prushs o it 2
Episcopal Seminary. The train stopped event on January 17 at Meteor, Pride Houston, Inc. | Singfle Use It
LIMSCOopal o s . -8 (i = =l ]
: - presented the theme, logo, and grand marshal nomi- UNLEASHED - 1 Prueba no reufikeatie

in New Haven, where senator Robert
Taft got on board. They knew each other
through family connections, and the
senator asked him where he was headed
Lasher responded that he was on his
way to the seminary, trying to decide if
he should go into politics or the ministry.
Taft, considered by many to be one of the
most powerful 1S, senators in history

nees for the 2013 Houston LGBT Pride Celebration. 4 r{t—_

After soliciting theme ideas from the community /
following last year's event, Pride Houston volun-
teers, directors, and officers narrowed down sugges-
tions to the top three final selections. The community then had the final say, voting and
selecting “PripE UnLeasHen” as this years celebration theme.

The 2013 corresponding logn was designed by a student of the Art Institute of Hous-
ton. As part of their curriculum, students submitted designs that they felt best repre-
sented the event’'s theme. Pride Houston then made the final selection. The organization
congratulated Rachel Rehrauer on designing this year's winning logo.

Introducing the first
in-home oral HIV test

advised the young Lasher to go into the
ministry. Pointing his finger at Lasher, he continued on page 78
declared, “Don’t go into polities, Ralph. It's S EEe e 8 SRR E= =

the dirtiest business there ig.”
m Phatas by Daltorr DeHart ==

= Resurrection
i L
i i

I(nowmg is the best thing."

taller or CraQuick.com

Club Meteor, LIVE Consortium

On January 17

received a 2 i from The Harris County © atic Party A Toast tc
funds raised at the inaugural Lumiere Nouveau New a2 Blue Year® at | s Hangar to ¢ election On National Day of Service, January 19, volun-
Year's Eve celebration, L—r: Frankie Quijano, Fride results and look toward future party s ses, |- teers from Pride Charities Inc. met at Resur-
ton president; Baleau Miller, LIVE Consortium  Chad Dunn, Gilberto Hinojosa (State Democratic  rection Metropalitan Community Churdh to assist * A positive result with this test does not mean that you are definitely infected with HIV, but rather that additional testing should be donein a
Houst -1;.ard ilsdnge rr01r|i tPI:]‘-rl*lm-]ES-)n:_-aﬁr;E :iv;fot{;{;rrr:zikl i I-I|1-11|t:r_e 'ﬁ?_—dfxl_‘:l'm A Rtk | medical setting. * A negative result with this test does not mean that you are definitely not infected with HIV, particularly when exposure may
CUsRon. crd drty' cnaimmadn), anc CiDines Close! ki b

= e | have been within the previous 3 months. = If your test is negative and you engage in activities that put you at risk for HIV on a regular basis,
you should test regularly. = This product should not be used to make decisions on behavior that may put you at increased risk for HIV.
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___Commentary

by
Lz
Granderson

Well, that settles it: CBS’s Bob Schieffer

must be straight.

Not that I spent time thinking about his
sexual orientation before but that’s the first
thing that popped in my mind when the
legendary newsman, in eritiquing President
Barack Obama's inauguration speech, said,
“There were no real memorable lines.”

Maybe not for straight people, but
there were not a whole lot of gay people
who will forget this:

“Oluar jﬁitll'ﬂt‘l\' is not l'nmpil-l e until
our gay brothers and sisters are treated
like anvone else under the law, for if we
are truly created equal, then surely the
love we commit to one another must be
equal as well." That was the
first time the lesbian, gav,

the patrons of the Stonewall Inn finally had
enough. So after another humiliating raid at a
Greenwich Village bar by the name of Stone-
wall Inn, they fought back. That was June 28,
1969. That moment is credited with being the
single most important event in the gay rights
movement,

The community came together
Giroups were formed
Significant cultural change had begun.

In mentioning Stonewall,
with not only the nation, but the
world watching, Obama gave
more than a passing acknowl-
edgment to a group of people

who were instrumental to his
reelection

He stopped, looked us in the
eyves, and said: | see you.

Maybe if you've never had to
worry about not being promoted
“if someone found out”; maybe
if you've never had to switch
pronouns or leave your better half at home
for fear of being fired; mavbe if you've never
had to worry about health insurance for your
children or pay extra taxes because your state
doesn’t recognize your family; maybe if you've
never sat in a church and had a preacher
tell vou that your family isn’t a family at all,
that your loving relationship is wrong, that

who you are is inherently
wrong, then I eould see how
someone could view the

bisexual, and transgender
community was mentioned
in an inaugural address.

I'd say that passage was
pretty memorable.

And while we've all
heard this president men-
tion the rights of gays in
speeches before, what was
unique about the inaugura-
tion, what really moved me

and a lot of people engaged

It took 44 presidents,
57 inaugurations,
and 224 years before
the LGBT community
was mentioned in

an inauguration
speech—but the
community was
finally mentioned.

president’s speech as lack-
ing in memorable lines.

But the Association of
Bragg Officers’ Spouses re-
cently offered the wife of an
Army lieutenant colonel an
invitation to join the group
as a "special guest”—not as
a spouse—for one reason:

sexual erientation.

So despite being legally

in this particular strug-
gle—was this:

“We, the people, declare
today that the most evident of truths—
that all of us are created equal—is the
star that guides us still; just as it guided
our forebears through Seneca Falls, and
Selma, and Stonewall.”

Seneca Falls refers to the first wom-
en’s rights convention held in Seneca
Falls, New York, in 1848. His mention
of Selma was a nod to the civil rights
march in Selma, Alabama, in 1965.

And Stonewall?

After years of being harassed by
police, even arrested for dressing differ-
ently or simply walking down the street,

12 FEBRUARY 2013 CutSmartMagazinecom

married, despite a 15-year
relationship, despite the
overturning of “don’t ask,
don't tell,” the blatant digerimination and bul-
lving of LGBT people continues.

So the mentioning of Stonewall did not
pass by everyone’s ears unnoticed. In fact, as
I made my way from the frozen lawn in front
of the U.S. Capitol, past the parade route and
eventually to one of the evening’s balls, it
was clear to me that the passage in Obama’s
speech was more than a memorable line.

It was a rallying ery.

That's not to say the work is done, but
rather Bayard Rustin, Harvey Milk, Del Mar-
tin, and the countless souls who have since
moved on, did not fight for this notion of full

Bob Schieffer Must Be Straight

equality in vain.

It took 44 presidents, 57 inaugura-
tions, and 224 yvears before the LGBT com
munity was mentioned in an inauguration
speech—but the community was finally
mentioned

That seems pretty memorable to me.

At the beginning of the ceremony, Sen
Chuck Schumer drew our attention to the
eonstruction of the Capitol, particularly
the Statue of Freedom that stands at the
top of the dome. He pointed out it was a
freed slave, Phillip Reed, who helped to
cast the bronze statue, which was placed
there December 2, 1863, not even a year
alter President Abre
the Emancipation Proclamation.

am Lincoln signed

To hear that story on Martin Luther
King Jr, Day, as the nation’s first black
president was being sworn in for a second
time, was a reminder to all of us that at
times equality can feel like a slow train
coming . . . but we cannot grow weary
because it is coming,

LZ Granderson was named Journalist of the Year
by the National Lesbian and Gay Journalists As-
id 15 a 2011 Online Journalism Award
l|'|'1.'II.J.~| I':II" commie Ji|'.'||"l\'

News: Rev. Ralph Lasher

mant

SocIation &

o
provided guidance to people through

the Colby Project and Amigos Volun-
teering for Education and Services, two
programs that no longer exist. He has
been the acting interim pastor at Bethel
United Church of Christ for the last
SEVEN Years

On Sunday, February 10, the Bethel
congregation is holding a retirement
party for the Reverend with a spaghetti
luncheon at noon after the 10:30 worship
service,

Claire Vasilioy is organizing the
party at the church. Like many people
who worship at Bethel, she followed Rev,
Lasher when he left Resurrection, “I left
because he was my pastor.” She says
that all are welcome to come celebrate
Lasher's retirement after six decades as
a man of the cloth.

Lasher is enjoying his time at the
retirement community, although he says
his neighbors don't know about his leg-
acy in the LGBT and HIV communities.
He says the community does offer three
square meals, several programs, and re-
ligious activities—all of which he attends
without wearing his clerical collar.

ﬁ' Bringin’inine

march 15, 2013
5:30 - 8:30pm

hosted by john danielson, iii & dwane todd, attorney

3618 burlington, houston, texas
$35/person $30/seniors

purchase tickets at the door or online
at www.montrosecenter.org

_ Montrose
Center

401 branard st. | houston, texas 77006

713.529.0037
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A self-reflective poetry hook detailing S.K.
Alexander's experience growing up as a gay, black
man, and the relationships with the people in his life.

more about the dress, [ know for a fact
that it's real hard to be a-flame and
keep a dress on without distracting
singe and scorch marks ruining the
whale thing. Plus, no self-respecting
homosexual would wear just “a dress.”
It would be an outfit. An ensemble, if
yvou will. And it would have accessories
better than oh-dear-God dangly
earrings.

It's not in the story, but I'm
betting you that Brian got himself go
enthralled with the prospeet of RuPaul
working behind his counter that he had
to excuse himself for a minute to go
take a cold shower and fan himself. Or
whatever he does when he's enthralled,
which most likely doesn’t take a full
minute.

Bless his heart—not knowing the

difference between being a transvestite

and a homosexual means that Brian
probably already has homosexuals
working behind his counter at Bed,
Bath & Bibles. | take comfort in
knowing that. Okay, let me clarifv—not
so much comfort as a wild case of the
iggles.

Without this legislation, people

will be diseriminated against for their

color, ,national origin, handicap, or
;_"l'[lflr"l' but it's '.\nl".]l l]';l- -;.!r,'rif'u'cl Lo
kéep those damned dangly earrings out
of Christian bookstores. Honey, Brian
would rather go skinny-dipping with
snappin’ turtles—or at least send you to
do it—than risk that.

The way | see it, Brian Fischer and
his Association have issued a challenge
with this “flaming homosexual”™ stuff.

So, if the “homosexual lobby”
twhich, best I know, is that room
outside of most any Broadway musical)
doesn’t do this, [ will. But first, does
anybody have some dangly earrings |
can borrow?

And Brian Fischer did not
even consider another result of the
Employment Non-Discrimination
Act—he could demand to be hired at
an adalt bookstore. You know, while
wearing that real Super-Deluxe Brand
Christian Smug Look instead of far
more respectable dangling earrings.
Susan Bankston lives in Richmond,
wxas, where she writes about her hair-
dresser at The World’s Most Dangerous
Beauty Salon, Inc., at juanitajean.com.
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Your 2012 IRA Contribution

There is stifl time to make it!

ven though 2012 is now behind us, there is still time to make your 2012 IRA contribution and enjoy the potential benefits

of tax-adv: d investing. In fact, inv rs are allov to make 2012 IRA contributions through April 15 of 2013
lished an IRA, it is not too late to do so, as the IRS allows you to open an IRA account fi

through April 15, 2
Which Type of IRA Is Right for You?

tributions. However, in most
Those who ha

not allowed to deduct your con-
ses, the qualified distributions that are withdrawn from a Roth IRA are tax-free
Traditional IRA have the benefit of tax-deferred growth while the funds remain in the account. Contribu-

tions to a traditional IRA may be partially or fully tax-deductible—although the deduction may be limited if vou are also ¢

by a retirement plan through your employer and your incon ceeds a certain amount.

With a Traditional IRA,

re required to begin withdrawing at least a porti

mum Distribution—when they d 4, This also means that no more contributior

Roth IRA, however, there is no ag
Other types of IRAs include;
* SEP-IRA. A SEP-IRA, or Simplified Emp

IRA. These types of plans are used by business owners to provide a retirement

Pension Individual Retirement Aecount, is a variation of the Traditional

ption to their emplo)

a Traditional IRA, contributions to a SEP-TRA may be tax deductible, and the funds will be taxed as ordinary income upon

withdrawal.

. Beneﬁcial’YfDeceasedflnherited IRA. These [RA accounts are left to a beneficiz

account holder was alr

that has already been caleulated for the original account owner, or at a dif
expectar i

How Much Can You Contribute Each Year?

an employer's retirement plan, the following table outlines the amount of adjusted gross

can affeet your personal traditional IRA contribution deduction.

Your FiLing Status For 2012 Your 2012 Mooirieo AGI | AtLowep Depucrion

l
single or Head of Household £58,000 or less

£58,001-567, Partial deduction

£68,000 or more No deduction

5, 50 most LGBT
couples must still file their income taxes
s single individuals.
sgardless of which type of TRA
contribute up to a
maximum annual amount. For the ye

According to the IRS, if one
partner in a fraditional oppos
sex marriage is a stay-at-home
spouse, they may still open an [RA
account (even though they have
no earned ineom
couple files a joint income tax re-
turn. This option is not available
for LGBT partners. In fact, even

s long as the
2012, total annual maximum IRA ¢
tribution limits are as follows:
* £5,000 for those who are age 49 or
if you and your partner live in a younger
state where same-sex marriage * £5,000 plus an additional $1,000
is legal, IRA contributions are cateh-up contribution for those who
: 0 or older.

If the total amount of your earned
taxable compensation for the year is
less than these amounts, you may con-
tribute only up to the amount of this
compensation.
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Full deduction up to the amount of your traditional IRA contribution limit

ry upon the owner’s death. If the original
ving their required minimum distribution amount at the time of death, then the benefic
who inhe the account may continue receiving such distributions. Typically, these funds may be received in the

rent amount that is based upon the life

Calculating Your Partner’s Share
of Your IRA Benefits
As many investors are awa
owners may be king penalty-free
withdrawals from 1RA aceounts upon
reachin 4. Howey wing
on which type of IRA you have, there
is no requirement that you must begin
withdrawing from your IRA until the
Required Beginning Date, or RBD.
This is typically April 1 of the yvear
following the year in which you turn
contis n page 20

s, Bimilar to

income (AGI) that

-

¢ i 48

4
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Should an TRA owner pass away, the
post-death distribution requirement is de-
pendent upon whether the individual passes
before or after the date of their RBD

Other factors include:

* Whether or not there is a designated

IRA account beneficiary

* The identity of the designated

beneficiary.

The amount of the Required Minimum
Distribution, or RMD, 1s usually calculated
by using the life expectancy of the designat-
ed beneficiary. However, these distributions
are calculated i different ways if the ben-
eficiary is the IRA account owner's spouse or
someone else.

s [f the IRA owner's spouse is the beneficiary.
[f the sole beneficiary of the IRA account 1s
the spouse of the IRA owner, this individual
may have unlimited rights to the IRA funds
and may even roll the funds into his or her
own IRA account and delay account distri-
butions until he or she reaches age 70V,
Here, IRA distributions will be caleulated
during the surviving spouse’s lifetime, and
any of the remaining funds at the spouse’s
death will be paid using the spouse’s life
expectancy

The surviving spouse may also decide
to leave the funds in the deceased’s IRA
account. In this case, the option for caleu-
lating the amount of RMD can be quite
beneficial to the spouse. For example, if the
spouse does not roll the deceased’s [RA funds
into his or her own IRA account, then the
RMD will be calculated by dividing the bal-
ance in the deceased’s account (on December
31 of the year of death) by the spouse’s life
expectancy.

Going forward, the life expectancy of a
spouse will be recaleulated for each subse-

ROUD

TO BE YOUR
PARTNER
IN GETTING QUALITY

PROTECTION

FOR YOURYOUR PARTNER
Equality is my policy.

Larry B, Lipton
(281) 580-2510

Houston @
] Larry@Liptonagency.com Allstate
Cali me to pul yourself in =l
Good Hands®

Subject 1o

quent year. A surviving spouse is the
|rll|} Lype of IRA account ]?l'l]l'ﬁi'i'el.'_\' who
is allowed to recalculate his or her life
expectancy, and all other non-spousal
beneficiaries are required to use a fixed
term. In this case, because spouses may
delay the commencement of lifetime
distributions until they reach their re-
quired beginning dates, spouses are es-
sentially allowed a longer deferral of the
IRA income

Unfortunately, because LGBT part-
ners are not allowed to marry under
federal law, the same-sex partners of de-
ceased individuals will not be allowed to
roll their partners’ IRA funds to their own
IRA aceount
e [f the beneficiary is not the IRA owner's

SpOuSe:
Ovwerall, domestic partners have far fewer
tax-advantaged options when transfer
ring wealth to a surviving partner or
other unrelated individual. When an
IRA beneficiary is not the spouse of the
account owner, the RMI) must be deter
mined by dividing the IRA account bal-
ance on December 31 of the year of death
by the life expectancy of the non-spousal
beneficiary.

It is |'u,-t|||ir|-L| that account distribu-
tions must begin by December 31 of the
year following the year of the original
[RA owner’s death

The Bottom Line

There is still time to establish and fund
your [RA account for 2012 and take ad
vantage of the tax benefits that investing
in these types of accounts may offer. It
may be wise to also make a 2013 IRA
contribution at the same time. By doing
so early in the year, account holders could
essentially deposit $10,000 or more and
have an opportunity to grow these assets
for an entire year in a tax-advantaged ac-
count, versus waiting until April of 2014

to do so,

PRESENTED BY

TRA\Y/
MarathonQil

It is important to keep in mind that
all situations call for an investment plan
that fits in with your specific financial
goals. With this in mind, all planning
should ideally be done via a qualified
financial professional who is well versed
in the area of investments and financial
planning,

This information is not intended to be a sub
stitute for spectfic individualized tax advice,
We suggest that you discuss your specific tax
issues with o qualified tax advisor

Grace 8. Yung, CFP, is a certified finan- Your Specilized Fhammacy
cial planner practitioner with experience
in helping domestic partners plan their e A
finances since 1994. She is a principal at Sp,""t 5
Midtown Financial, LLC in Houston

arrlines

“I'M WALKING BECAUSE...”

Do 2 0 1.3

SUNDAY, MARCH 10TH, 8AM CHECK-IN,

9AM OPENING CEREMONIES,
WALK BEGINS

SPONSORS

'

A IDOUTHWIESTERN CRILL

979

THE BOX ATTH

COMCAST

{£ CORNER OF

/]

Walgreend

EHEALTH




F
I”_
-

Looking?

“ gelsex/loc?” Ah, the romantic
line that led to my first hook
up. I was 17, not even
close to being out, and too young to
venture into a gay bar, so my teenage
urges and sexual curiosity were
relegated to an AOL chatroom.

His name was Chris—or, as | was
first introduced to him, *CTKid860."
Luckily, he turned out to be very
attractive and not an ax murderer.

In 2013, as Grindr, Jack'd, Scruff,
Growl, and other one-word-innuendo-
named apps have become the new
AOL, and “age/sex/loc™ has morphed
into a more direct heart-fluttering
code that cuts right to the chase:
“Looking?™

What does that even mean,
anyway? [ assume it's just shorthand
for “Looking to hook up?™ (Can’t we
even respect each other
enough to thumb out
those last three words,
let alone wait to see
photos?)

Don’t get me wrong;
I have a handful of
those apps on my
phone, too. It's just part of being
gingle in 2013. And it's all in how
you use it—some people just want
to hook up, while others are looking
for legitimate social networking
opportunities. But where has the
romance gone?

Let's jump back to the gay
dﬂLing scene [rom half a century
ago. There were no apps, no texting,
no chatrooms. There were gay bars,
but going to one risked not only a
police raid but potential backlash
at work and among friends if your
presence there was made public.
Even private parties faced the threat
of a police raid.

There were cruising spots: truck
stops, certain blocks in major cities,
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Valentine Romance

piers, parks, and beaches where “the
love that dare not speak its name” could
be found.

Harvey Milk, for example, met one
of his early lovers on Riis Beach, a gay
eruising spot (which remains heavily gay
today) in Queens, New York. After their
first night together, the two exchanged
romantic love letters and led a relatively
normal middle-class gay life; going
to the opera instead of the gay bars,
eventually moving to Dallas together.
(This was years before Milk’s move to
San Francisco and the beginnings of his
political career.)

Other New York couples met at
Central Park West, a popular cruising
spot on the Upper West Side. Then
there was Christopher Street, and the
now-famous Stonewall Inn bar. This
was a time when a curious man had

“His name was Chris—or, as | was first introduced
to him, ‘CTKid860." Luckily, he turned out to be
very attractive and not an ax murderer.”

to venture vutside his living room to
find satisfaction; an encounter couldn't
be arranged with a few clicks on a
touchsereen. There was still mystery—
and perhaps even exhilarating danger—
associated with the beginnings of any
gay relationship,

Let's go back even further, to the
early twentieth century. This was the
time when the term “gay” was first
used as a sort of code to determine one's
sexuality in a time when homosexuality
was rarely spoken of. Anthony Rotundo’s
1941 book American Manhood explained
it this way:

“Supposing one met a stranger on
a train from Boston to New York and
wanted to find out whether he was ‘wise’
or even homosexual. One might ask;
‘Are there any gay spots on Boston?' And
by slight acce
the stranger, if wise, would understand
that homosexual resorts were meant.

nt put on the word ‘gay,’

The uninitiated stranger would never
suspect, inasmuch as ‘gay’ is also a

perfectly normal and natural word
to apply to places where one has a
good time. The continued use of such
double entendre terms will make

it obvious to the initiated that he

is speaking with another persan
acquainted with the homosexual
argot,”

This code, and the lifestyle of
cruising, shows how difficult gay
dating was in the pre-Grindr era.
And yet it's also representative of
how much more meaningful any
encounter was, for it required a
lot more work hefore the Internet
came along. “Looking” wasn't an
introductory phrase, but a physical
action that required travel—and a lot
muore balls

I'm not saying we should all delete
our networking apps, buy antique
rotary phones,
and go back to
looking for sex
in parks and
bathroom stalls
(though according
to a brief Google
search, these
places are still hopping). But in this
month of love, maybe we can place a
little more value in an introduction.
And maybe while we're out drinking
and socializing—without the threat
of a police raid—we can put away our
smartphones and meet a guy the old-
school way

“Looking? For a Valentine?”

Blake Hayes is the mid-afternoon host
at Mix 96.5 KHMX.
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Is your computer slow?

It may be time for
a check up!

In store services with this ad
through 3/31/2013.

Check out our new
web design ProPackages!

I@J' WORDPRESS

Call us today at:

713.979.4500

4017 N. Durham Dr. #110
Houston, TX 77018

Fast/Local/Reliable
computer-wiz.net

faceboolccom/computer-wiz. houston
twitter.com/eomputerwiztx
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: GOING OUT OF TOWN?

Members of the Houston Pride Band in Washingon DC at the 2013
Inaguration with OurSsasrr. Back row from |eft: Debbie Hunt, Jason
Svatek, William Fu, Vince Pierce, Kevin Taylor, Jonathan Craft, Paige
Kovar, and Connie Moore. Front row: Rory Pearce, Joe Dombrowski,

and Jason Stephens,

Check out these fabulous events
co-sponsored by OurSmarr
and our marketing partners.

Feb. 4, 11 & 18: Bayou City Cancert Musicals
presents Jerome Kerr in Hollywood
INFO: bayoucityconcertmusicals.org

Feb. 9: Society for the Performing Arts presents
Lily Tomiin. INFO: spahouston.org

Feb. 23: Lesbian Health Initiative 2013 Annual
Gala & Fundraiser, benefitting women's health
organizations, INFQ: lhihouston.org

Feb. 23: Houston Pride Band presents War and
Peace, INFO: houstonprideband.org

Feb. 28: Out@TUTS Night presents Man of La
Mancha. Join us the first Thursday performance of
each show. After the performance, mingle with the
cast and listen to fabulous cabaret music with your
LGET friends at Artista. INFO: tuts.com/out

SAVE THE DATE

March 3: Bunnies Bar Bash, benefitting Bunnies
on the Bayou's 16 local LGBT charities.
INFO: bunniesonthebayou.org

March 9: Nights in Black Leather, benefitting
Lazarus House INFO: nibl-houston.com

March 24: Victory Fund Houston Champagne
Brunch, benefitting future LGBT leaders.
INFO: l.-icturyhmd.nrg,-'hnustun

March 31: Bunnies on the Bayou 34,
benefitting 16 local LGBT charities.
INFO: bunniesonthebayou.org
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ith over 900 physicians

board certified in more than
80 specialties, our doctors are ready to
care for you and your specific health

needs.

Our select clinicians specializing in
HIV/AIDS including primary care and
HIV pregnancy care bring forth the
latest treatments through clinical trials

and evidence-based medicine.

Tie UNIVERSITY aF'Ims ’Mlmlm Scuoor AT Houston

We have two locations for our HIV/AIDS dlinic:
R uT Phystcmns at Texas Medical Center
" 6410 Fannin, Suite 600
e mum-Tmneaa

'and’

Sl lﬁ";PEysicians at 'Bellai'ré
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just gave his blessing on gay marriage. I

Creating Families of Diversity

With Jason and deMarco

by Mark De Lange

ocal pop duo Jason & deMarco

have achieved many accolades

for their work over the years

They're gay, spiritual, real-life
partners, talented, and chances are you've
read their story before. What yvou may not
know is that they are dads with twins and
are quickly becoming the national face of
gay parenting!

What's next on the horizon for the
Jason & deMarco family? At the forefront
is their new tour, “Celebrating Families of
Diversity." I recently had a conversation
with these two about the tour, their work,
and their commitment to the modern fam-
ilv and community

Mark De Lange: Your Celebrating Fami-
lies of Diversity tour is getting lots of
attention in our community and beyond.
What's the main goal for the tour?
Jason Warner: When coming up with the
concept for this tour, we really felt the

Mason and Noah.

most of the shows with an acoustic guitar
player only, performing most of our origi-
timing was perfect, We're coming out of nal material with a few cover favorites. We
will be dedieating a song to our boys, and

my parents will bring them up on stage to

an election. Prop. 8 is being looked at by

the Supreme Court. President Obama

meet the audience, We will also invite all

parents with their kids up on stage at the

end of the concert to be celebrated.

Jason: After a few of the shows, there

is a VIP reception where we will offer

a Q&A, We felt this may be a benefit to

people bringing their parents who maybe

aren’'t reconciled with their child’s sexuali-

ty. Having my parents on the tour will be a
powerful statement

felt there are a lot of diverse families out
there that need to be seen, Why not ask
these families to come out and celebrate
one another for a great evening of music?
deMarco DeCiccio: We hope that our tour
will inspire people and remind them that
with love, commitment, intention, belief,
and action, anything is truly possible.

What can ”we each had to adopt the ol‘l'w.'lnm'i'li:it.irm. .
people ex- 2 = > = = showing a mother’s
pect when Other S blOnglca| Chlld- and father’s accep-
attending tance and support

your concert? Do you guys plan on shar-
ing your story about becoming dads?
deMarco: The concert is going to be a
very intimate experience, taking people There are a lot of diverse couples who

on a journey through our personal story of  want to expand and grow their family by
becoming parents. Can you share how you
created your family? Maybe give some
pointers?

Jason: We originally wanted Lo adopt.
Through our research in comparing surro-

of their son, his partner, and our non-tradi-
tional family.

finding love, creating a life, and becoming
parents through a mixture of storytell-
ing, songs, and comedy. We'll be singing

And babies make four: Jason Warner (I) and deMarco DeCiccio (r) are the proud parents of

\

\
\, . \
- . \

gacy versus adoption, we realized going
the surrogacy route wasn't much more
expensive than using an adoption agency
if you had a donor and a surrogate who
were willing to do this for little to no
cost—hasically a friend or relative. If you
use a BUTTOgacy agency, yvou're looking

at anywhere from $50,000 to $150,000,
Living as independent music artists, this
wasn't an option for us.

However, the cost of harvesting and
banking embryos with a known donor
ended up costing around $20,000 (the
donor didn't ask for any money, as she
is a close friend). Our surrogate had one
hundred percent insurance coverage so
we had no out-of-pocket expenses for her
other than the clinic expenses to actu-
ally transfer the embryos, which ended
up costing around $10,000.

When it was all said and done, we
probably spent close to $40,000. This is
ahout the same as it would have cost us
going through a private adoption agency.
Half of this was our savings and the —
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Creating Families of Diversity o b

from their biological parents. If vou wers

R to foster these children, you could im-
other half went on a credit card. We are 1 S | ot )
; mediately go into the adoption process
paying that eard off gradually
deMarco: It just so happens that we ar

both adoptive and biological parents. We

In addition, you actually get paid by the

atate and these children gualify for the

harvested from our egg donor and split the

including a free college education up to a

eggs, We each ende | up with an embryo and PhD oA rasdisal tnEEaT o)
1 12 1111 [ § [o OsUralice

both were transferred and both implanted, - : ]
gr = Lven after adopting, parents still

so although the boys are considered fraternal

! : nthly stipend when
twing, they are biological brothers through
e egg donor, with one being mine and one
1 Jason's
INE J 80T 8. coug les and for a yOne who doesn't
We each had to ad il the oth
1] child beeause in the state of Tt
Mason and Noah were born, two males can-

ed on a birth certificate. T believi

ny kids in the

v we will adopt more children, bu | W,
ave a child fo

I personally wanted to experience tl i
I ” the syste

cess of having a biological child fix children: Bf e hiave mara

Jason: At the time, we didn't realize that
fostering to adopt was an option. Fostering
scared us because we couldn’t imagine falling
in love with a child and then having to send i
¢ to the situation it was taken out of
However, we have since learned through
our work with our nonprofit that there are
over six thousand children available for
adoption in the foster system in Texas alone

Thi parental rights of these six thousand

LGBT frlendly AdoPtlon

S Wilh a ire QM

Be my baby: the obviously happy couple, lason (I)
and Steven, pose with their son, Kyle, whom they
adopted in four months.

me benefits foster children qualify for,

the finaneces to do otherwise, and there's

CONSIGN-IT!
FURNITURE

Buy it today...
it may be gone
tomorrow!
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MONTROSE 1. oniyFurmiure  COPPERFIELD

1212 Weathaimas R Consignment Chain 0030 Highway 6 N, Ste
Jsiom, bk /700D in Houston. oustion, 1A/
M3-524-1212 Family Owned. 281-656-2222

www.consignitfurniture.com
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“Best Real Estate Agent” -Outsmart Readers’ Choice 2012

TOP PROUODUCER

1213

SEASON

Stanton Welch « Artistic Direclor

La
Bayadere

(THE TEMPLE DANCER)
= February 21 — March 3

FOR TICKETS, VISIT
houstonballet.org
ORCAIL"7]13.227. 2787

LOCAL|

KPRC Official Airline of Houston Ballet

Jimy Nowakewski in La Bapadére. Photo: Amitava Sarkar
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Premie
WIRELESS

12220 Murphy Road

281-575-8500

= The BEST Value in Wireless

« The Latest and Greatest phanes

« Come to our office or lef us come to YOU,

et e e L |

OutSmart readers have voted Premier Wireless as the
BEST place to buy cellular phones for the 16" year in a row!

THANK YOU, HOUSTON!

To show our appreciation we will
* - P donate $50 to Bayou City Performing Arts <+ - -
when you activate a new line of service at Premier.

Mention this ad for donation. Offer expires 2/28/2073.

Buy Gay and Support the Community, too!

) | e rasEeee
l‘ We’re Houston'’s oldest gay-owned wireless company.

= Discounts for most businesses and their employees.

« Full-service center to keep your phones in top-notch condition.

- |

. Sprint
Phone

Spfl nt . Repalr

Center

. '? ol f:?
True Self Transitions’
A ?’ragmmfor Personal grmﬁ

| Thanks for voting me
One of the Best iy :
Therapists | ;

OutSmart Readers’ Choice - 2012 s

Counseling for

< Individuals % Couples < Families < Groups

Enod Gray, LCSW, CSAT
2630 Fountainview, #225 Houston, Texas 77057

www.trueselftransitions.com
713 781-7272

Specializing in Sex & Love Addictions, Relationships,
Trauma & Family of Origin Issues.
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LHI Celebrates Community

The annual gala appropriately takes place in the month of love

by Megan Smith

he acronym LHI may stand
for Lesbian Health Initiative,
but that L stands for so much

more—lovin

g, learning, liv-
ing, listening, and laughing. And at an
organization that is dedicated to eliminat
ing barriers to healthcare and promoting
health and wellness for LGBT-identified
women and transmen, that's exactly what
the group’s dedicated volunteers have
been doing for over twenty years and
counting.

The only one of its kind in Texas, the
initiative was founded in 1992 after a
group of Houston lesbians decided it was
time to abate and bring awareness to
the health risks that plagued their own
community, ineluding breast and ovarian
cancers, heart disease, and stroke. As the
prolific, heavily volunteer-based organiza-
tion continues to grow and provide more
services, the need for more staff and space
is becoming more apparent each day, LHI

hosts its annual gala and fundraiser this

February to celebrate community, LHI's
mission, and raise funds for future health
projects.

With an estimated 90,000 to 180,000

uninsured LGBT Houstonians, LH1's staff

and volunteers continue to have their
work cut out for them. "Quite frankly,
these same issues still exist today,” says
Liz James, Chief Executive Officer for
LHI and recent female grand marshal
nominee for Houston Pride 2013, *The
reality is
that LGBT
people are
not counted
in any kind
of survey for the better.”
with regards

to health

issues and so0 we're invisible. If you think
about women, in particular, that invis-
ibility is higher for obvious reasons, but

in the LGBT community, because there
has been a lot more HIV funding, there's

a little bit more visibility and more physi-

cians that have mare cultural competency

“Healthcare within the LGBT
community is about to change

for serving men who may or may not be
HIV positive.”

However, barriers to receiving
proper health services are not purely
financial, James emphasizes. LGBT-
identified people sometimes don't seek
care, or they may even refuse care, This
could be due to previous bad experiences,
not knowing a
doctor t |JL-_\' fire]
safe going to, or
the misinforma-
tion that LGBT
women don't
need certain

services, such

as Pap tests, putting them at higher risk
for certain cancers solely because they are

not screened. “We had a member of our

organization who was a senior VP in a multi-

billion-dollar ecompany,” James says. “They
had insurance, and even if they didn’t have
imsurance, they could have paid for it out of
pocket, but because of their fear and the bar-
riers that existed, they didn™ get the care.”
LHI is determined to break down these

The other Clinton:
Kate Clinton provides
lots of laughs at LHI's
2013 Annual Gala and
Fundraiser, February
23. Inser: Liz James (I),
LHI Chief Executive
Officer, and Maria
Fernandez, Associate
Director for Health
Promotion & Preven-
tion Research at the
University of Texas.

® barriers through

access, education,

and advocacy. Part-
nered with numerous healtheare groups
such as CVS Pharmacy, the University
of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center,
and Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast, LHI
hosts liannual health fairs, which James
calls “one-day multi-provider clinics,” to
offer a plethora of no-cost health services
such as mammograms, Pap tests, blood
tests, and heart and vascular risk assess-
ments to over two hundred LGBT women
and transmen each vear. At the 2012
health fairs, the initiative served thirty
percent more individuals and provided
seventy percent more services (an esti-
mated $175,000 value) than the previous
yvear, and aims to continue this pattern
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LHI Celebrates Community

continued from previous page

in the future. “We're a gateway to care,”
James says. “We map out how somebody
makes it from point A to point B. We don't
want to just keep seeing the same people;
we want to be able to help people find a
more permanent healtheare home, like
Legacy.”

With the effects of the Affordable Care
Act just around the corner, healthecare
within the LGBT community 1s about to
change for the better, James stresses
However, LHI is already planning to step
up their education efforts, as details of
the act are confusing to the community
he majority of individuals will need

and

according to
a CVS Caremark research study. “The

help enrolling for coverage,

Affordable Care Act and health insur-
ance exchanges, which are prohibited
by federal law from discriminating on
the basis of sexual orientation or gender
identification, are going to be the first
LGBT health policies, aside from hospital
visitations, that have been granted under
the Obama administration that this state

has ever had,” James says; “It is the big-
gest opportunity we have ever had to get
our population care. The problem is, there
hasn't been much education about what is
coming down the pipeline.”

Even after the enrollment process
is finished, worries about finding an
LGBT-friendly and culturally competent
doctor still exist. This is the main reason,
James explains, that LHI 1s determined
to provide clinicians with LGBT sensitiv-
ity training to ensure a welcoming and
safe healthcare environment, “About a
year and a half ago, we expanded our
mission to include transgender men.” she
says. “We want to make sure our physi-
cians understand the issues that arise,
like you might be seeing someone here
that needs a pap test, but it’s going to be
a really different interactive experience
than it would be with someone who was a
leshian-identified person.”

To make all their goals a reality, LHI 1s
hoping for and expecting a great turnout
at their gala. The event kicks off around
6 p.m. and is honoring Dr, Maria Fernan-
dez, Associate Director for the Center for
Health Promotion & Prevention Research
at the University of Texas Health Science
Center's School of Public Health, for her
dedicated work with cancer prevention
among low-income and minority indi-
viduals. “She’s an ally to the community
through her work, and we really wanted to
say thank you for the work that she's done
with cancer prevention within under-
served populations,” James says. “She's a
real innovative woman that’s done amaz-
ing work, and we, as an organization, are

very pleased to be honoring her”

The iconic Kate Clinton provides
guests with lots of laughs with a show
from her current SIS-BOOM-BAH tour.
VIP tickets are also available (and going
fast!) for an exelusive reception with Clin-
ton. "We're huge fans, and she gets the
work that we do,” James says. “She does a
tremendous amount of work for the LGBT
community, and we could not be more
thrilled to have her.”

The evening also includes a silent auc-
tion, dinner, cake, dancing, and a raffle
for a four-day Carnival Western Carib-
bean cruise for two, plus a two-night stay
at the Hotel Galvez and Spa in Galveston.

Tickets can be purchased online from
lhihouston org, with all proceeds directly
benefitting LHI. James hopes to raise

enough funds to expand staff, obtain a
larger office space for the organization
and to formalize the group’s education
program. “It's corny,” she says, "but we
know that you can save somebody’s life by

telling them about us.”

What: LHI 2013 Annual Gala & Fundraiser

When: Saturday, February 23

Where: DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Houston
Downtown, 400 Dallas Street

Tickets: lhihouston.org.

Megan Smith is a regular contributor to

OutSmart magazine
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The Other Half

Is it @ myth?

by Denis “Woodja” Flanigan

here is a belief in our culture

that we are incomplete when not

in a relat ir1i'|.--h]|- This distorts

our thinking about relation-
ships—frequently leading to bad behay-
iors, both in the pursuit of relationships
and within relationships. As gays and
lesbians, we tend to believe that having
traditional relationships validates our
sexuality in the eyes of society

In John Cameron Mitchell's Hedwig

and the Angry Inch, the most popular song

from this film musical is “The Origin of
Love,” which re-tells a story of the same
name from Plato’s Symposium. Plato’s
story has become popular among gays and
lesbians because it puts homosexuality on
par with heterosexuality,

*The Origin of Love” tells of a time
when all people had round bedies with
four legs, four arms, two faces, and two
seta of genitalia. There were three types
of peaple; thoge with two male sides, those
with two female sides, and those with one
male and one female side. When the peo
ple became haughty, the gods punished
them by splitting them in half, ereating
mdividual males and females and seatter
ing these “half-people” about the world,
separating the halves by great distances.
Thus for eternity these individuals have
heen roaming the earth to reconnect with
their other half.

As the story goes, hugging is an effort
of the two halves to merge after finding
one another.
The story
implies that
love is
grounded
in our yearning to be reunited with one’s
other half It is also a very appealing myth
in that it equalizes sexual orientations.
Howewver, it also creates the myth that
each of us has an “other half,” and without
it we are incomplete—a romantic notion,
but inconsistent with the realities of fall-
ing oul of love, affairs, open relationships,
polyamaory, bisexuality, or transgenderism.

“Why would someone want to
date half a person?”

The origin of love:
what do Plato
(I-1), Socrates, and
Aristophanes have in
common with John
Cameron Mitchell’s
Hedwig and the
Angry Inch (right)?

Plato’s Sympostum, in
which the storv appears, 1s
presented as a dinner party
in which each guest tells a
story about love, “The Origin
of Love” is told by Aristo-
phanes. This is notewaorthy
in that Aristophanes iz both
a satirist and Plato's enemy.
Consequently, scholars have
elassified the story as satire, at beat, and
mockery, at worst. Gays and leshians ean
take some solace in that Plato was prob-
ably not mocking homosexuality, as his
beef with Aristophanes was that he blamed
him for Socrates’ death, and Socrates was
a known
homosgexual.
It would
BEE Ore
likely that
Plato intended to mock the idea of one’s
“other half”

When clients mention desiring their
other half, I always ask, “Why would some-
one want to date half a person?” I think
that is a view that interferes with personal
growth; if you are looking for another to
complete you, it lets you off the hook for
becoming whole on your own. I also firmly
believe that waiting for someone to come
along to make vourself whole will always

leave you incomplete. The idea that my
partner and [ combined are more than
one hundred percent when we take on
the world together feels more powerful
than the idea that combined we can only
achieve one hundred percent.

The Wonder Twins, Zan and Jayna
from the 1970s cartoon Justice League
of America, needed each other’s touch to
use their powers. In the same cartoon,
many of the other superheroes—who could
use their abilities independently—would
team up and be more powerful combined.
They enhanced each other, not completed
each other. While I think Zan’s power to
take on some form of water is pretty cool,
I think I would prefer to be any other of
the superheroes, because | would not be
powerless in the absence of my “other
half,” which iz exactly how I see some of
my clients. —+
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The Other Half
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[t 15 the desperation in the idea of
being incomplete without a partner that
disturbs me the most. I have seen a wide
variety of unhealthy behavior enacted in
order to feel "complete” with a partner—
gither in maintaining a bad relationship
or in the pursuit of a relationship. In fact,
the clients who speak in terms of being
completed by another tend to be in more
dyafunctional relationships or engaging
in more self-destructive interpersonal be-
haviors. | have seen clients (and friends)
sacrifice their money, their friendships,
their integrity, and their happiness for
the sake of having a relationship—not a
good relationship, but just a relationship.

People cling to bad relationships in
which they are miserable in order to
avoid being alone. Others agonize that
they are single and settle for partners
with whom they do not feel a true connee

tion. They are convinced that their hap

piness lies in another person; rather than
in themselves. Consequently, they evade
the responsibility of making themselves
better or happier people—which would
improve their chances of a healthy and
rewarding relationship.

Being without one’s “other half”
generates anxiety and acts as a barrier
to personal growth. There is a belief that
one cannot work on himself or herselfl
without having a partner, because only
with this completion will he or she be able
to self-actualize. How's that for irony—I
cannot become fully myself unless I am in
a relationship with (part of) another?

The flip side also seems to be true,
that one does not have to work on oneself
if one is “completed” by a relationship.

[ have seen people frantic to find their
happiness within a relationship and con-
sequently evade working on themselves
Whatever is missing inside them is
supposed to come from their “other half”
They look for their emptiness to be exter
nally filled and refuse to look internally.

This perception of being incomplete
without a partner has permeated our
culture. Not only do we see ourselves as
incomplete without a partner, we are
imperfect or invalid without a partner.
Having a partner shows us (and every-
one else) that we have value, that we are
desirable. Parallel to the belief that being
single makes us incomplete is the percep-
tion that being single makes us flawed or
inadequate—lesser than.

I think in the last thirty years this

has beeome inereasingly the case for gays
and leshians, but on a more community
wide level, In the attempts to prove that
our sexuality is valid, we have adopted a
model of heterosexual relationships and

values. We have adopted the notion that
sexuality is valid only if we are in
sustained, long-term relationships, just
like ||i_‘|!l_'].):_~4_‘_\'li.1i.- purport that they are
Gays and lesbians have been painted as
promiscuous and serial monogamists
respectively, and this image was used to
classify our sexuality as invalid, relative
to heterosexuality. So if we can mimic

heterosexual relationships (or at least the

idealized image of heterosexual relation-
ships], then we are worthy of validation.
This brings us back to our love of
Aristophanes’ origin-of-love story, which
puts homoesexuality on par with hetero-

sexuality, and consequently validates our

sexual orientation. We do a great deal

of harm to ourselves, as individuals and
as a community, in trying to l_'l_l]'l'l[J]'.'[l._' or
validate ourselves hy being in a relation-
ship. The emphasis that we put on being
in a relationship distracts from focusing
on ourselves, and we end up with a com

munity of people who zee themselves as

defective
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Secret Agent Man

Derrick Parks plays Agent Cod in ‘Catch Me If You Can’

by Donalevan Maines

15 papa preached, his mama

directed the cheir, and Derrick

Parks, who plavs Agent Cod

this month in Cateh Me If You
Can at the Hobby ( II'['|1I'I'. |..:|'-| -']”- voice
to God at a church in Durham, North Car-
olina. “I was always singing at church,”
says the out actor, who's only a few stops
into his first national tour of a Broadway
musieal. “1 probably started when [ was
eight or nine years old.”

A spiritual home is still important to
Parks, and he found one in the Hillsong
Church of New York City. “Hillzsong
Church is based in Australia,” explains
Parks, who now lives in Brooklyn. *Have
you heard of the Hillsong Singers? [
had listened to lots of their albums of
mspirational musie, and they touched me
every time.” He learned that the minis-
try, founded in August 1983, has grown
from a congregation of forty-five souls to
become the laroest church in Australia.
Hillsong Church now has churches across
the globe

“My boyiriend and I attend regularly at
the chureh in lower Manhattan. It's such
a mega-church that they have eight ser-

vices every Sunday, and it's packed every

time. [t’s accepting of everyone, regardless

of sexual
orientation.

It's not judg-

“The whole show, I'm courting

Abagnale passed himself off as a doctor, a
lawyer, and a jet pilot—all before the age
of 21. The show pays Parks to play m:
believe as a doctor, a pilot, and an FBI
agent—and he’s still in his 20s.

“I went to the Savannah College of
Art and Design, and I first majored in
architecture,” he explains. “I got my degree
in industrial design, which completely has
nothing to do with what I'm doing now.”

Parks minored in voeal performance,
which led to
hiz working
a year and

mental,” says beautifUI Iadies arﬂund,” a halfasa

Parks. It's a

much more welcoming environment than
the church where his parents still reign
imore about them later),

First, here's how Parks got to Houston
for the limited engagement of Broad-
way's high-flying musical inspired by the
astonishing true story of Frank Abagnale
Jr,, the world-class con artist played by
Leonardo DiCaprio in the 2002 hit film.

performer
on Royal Caribbean International eruise
ships that sailed around Europe and South
America.

Docking in New York City, Parks
landed the gig with Cateh Me If You Can.
It'’s a jet-setting, cat-and-mouse chase, with
Agent Cod and straight-arrow FBI agent
Carl Hanratty on the young con artist's
trail, with a jazzy, swinging-sixties score
accompanying the adventure. It's not much
of a spoiler to reveal that, in the end, the

Parks and recreation:
Derrick Parks majored
in architecture but is
now recreating the role
of Agent Cod in Catch
Me If You Can (below,
second from left).

grifter and the FBI agents discover they
aren't so very different after all.

“I very much enjoy playing Agent
Cod,” says Parks. “Over the eourse of the
show, you see an arc, He goes from being
g no-nonsense, power-to-the-people black
guy, to seenes where the FBI agents relax,
and you see he's very goofy. His character
reflects how sometimes we have to allow
ourselves to have fun. He's different from
how you have to carry yourself as an FBI
agent.”

Parks also performs in the ensemble
for the show's huge production numbers.
“In Jet Set,’ I play a pilot, courting these
beautiful ladies around. Then I'm a

surgeon, the only surgeon in the show, —

QutSmartMagazine.co
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courting these beautiful nurses around,”
he says. “The whole show, I'm courting

beautiful ladies around.”

Before embarking on the national tour — it —— Nﬂ“ﬂiﬂh&f z
in November, the cast rehearsed for two ~ - : : 201 3 / )
weeks in Providence, Rhode Island. They Your ATLANTIS and

: : Burgundy & Provence
also met Abagnale, with the reformed River Cruise RSVP 500_{.;;,:'2 bmdquarrers!
scammer visiting several cities on the August 4 - 13, 2013 brandgvacations.com
tour for talkbacks with the audience. “He ; : I CIERGE'S DV TO AFRICA BARBADOS
faTu) - 1ke 5 SLE 11 T £ .ln. - - - s e e T g ._ Al
seems like such an upstanding gentle Grand Coco Bay Resort  Vietnam & Cambodia River Cruise LS - g

man, and he believed in paying his dues,”

says Parks. “According to things he said, November 9 - 16, 2013 Octaber 15 - 30, 2013 I . Sail m Ba[bados
it wasn't about the money so much as he 3 :
1.877.775.9616 on the ROYAL CLIPPER

was trying to find himself as a young : ' 1 N!GHTS
- | ' r
www.conciergetravel.cc Ei | e s :

man. When his parents split up, he didn’t
know where to fit in.”
Which brings us back to Parks and *Dates subject to change. Certain restrictions apply follow us on facebook
his church-going parents. They hold high
positions in the church where Parks wor- A I -
shipped as a child, so when he came out t antls RSVPCH UISES
to them, “It was not as pleasant as you LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE: Summer Alaska Cruise - Holland America
wanted it to be. They were not big fans, Oosterdam July 21— 28, 2013
of course.” It's been less than a vear, and sm.r -15, 2013
things have gotten better, says Parks. In February 20 - March 3, 2013 Rsvp RIVERBOAT CRUISES

the playbill, he graciously acknowledges

the “exceedingly abundant love and sup- March 31 - April 11, 2013 E:i';zga":hegn:;o;;g Cruise
] = Augu .

port” of his parents and family Apfil z’j_““ 4,2013

Like so many works of art, most if Legendary Danube Cruise
not all of the creators of Catch Me If A"m 2 - smmr 32013 July 29 - August 9, 2013
You Can are openly gay. The multi-Tony
Award-winning creative team includes
Terrence McNally (book) , Marc Shaiman
and Scott Wittman (score), Jerry Mitchell £~ L v C
(choreography), Jack O'Brien (direction), g Y Octa\’]ﬂ Barr| [_)S, N}[D
David Rockwell (set), William Ivey Long [ ! . Adult Pri mary Care

(costumes), Kenneth Posner (lights), and
Peter McBoyle (sound). www.doc barrios.com
The Houston engagement follows hot ; y
on the heels of the recent Broadway run @
that starred Aaon Tveit (Enjolras in the
movie of Les Misérahles) and Narbert Leo Avg. Contact Time
Butz (winning the 2011 Tony Award for With Dr. Barrios

VILLAGEPLUMBING.C OM best leading actor in a musical) ' 36 Minutes'

The New York Times critic wrote, “Hot

I ! l I ! S diggity! This portrait of the con artist as L :

( 7 1 3 ) E P A # young man comes to ecstatic life,” WOR- ‘ o Board Certified
Radio called it “absolutely marvelous . . . : American Board of

a real Broadway musical with showstop- N Family Medicine
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pers to enthrall just about everyone.”

DMPUTER == Vanity Fair agsured, “Cateh Me will move y B} Appuintment

you to live life to the fullest and dance Same Day Available

E RVIC ES I A past anything standing in your way,” and For Acute lllness

urges “Get your seats now!”

Most
What: Catel Me If You Can T ; : "
When: February 5-10 nSurances Mike Copenhaver Marc Ruiz

Where: Hobby Center, 800 Baghy Accepted ?Bjrgl:.;r;aﬁ- Tg;fs BGE-T:I;?; 484
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_ Supports Triends For Life Meet Eadie Scott

RIENDS

e . HELLO, MY NAME IS A true New Yorker heads to Houston

KAREN DERR

IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
AND ON-LINE AT

by Marene Gustin
Photo by Nick Granito

KARENDERR.COM

NOTES: Enthusiastic, like

ar rides & mesting

h, to dream the impossible
dream. Get ready, because

www.NoKill1.org Theatre Under the Stars is

Thank you OutSmart Reader's for voting
Dr. Clive as Best Male Veterinarian

presenting Man of La Man
cha in all its glory: great story, famous
songs, and some wonderful actors.

In particular, you might want to

keep an eye out for the cameo role of The
Housekeeper, played in this version by
veteran New York actress, cabaret singer,
and part-time holistic nutritional coach

. Eadie Scott. Waoman of
BT r 3 Seott’s regional credits include Fid- La Mancha:
Gulf Views From Every Room! §r4'i."l:-”' : AT dler on the Roof (with 13 Barrymore Fadlie Sopit
clavator to all levels. Each floor complete with S b M'd 1434 W. Alabama 51. * Houston, nominations) and Evita at the Walnut Bt
Hr‘lwt'i-?h?r' ‘:l.L:!_I k‘.'tl|'1-.-‘-rl.1-%lrr:lr'w?ll-;: C‘rﬁ:lg:?mlll.l s - 1 town (FAGIOERCRNE Sy S YRR 0T DU oRK Sireet Theatre, The Pirates of Penzance at h ac::ve ad
. VEterlnar:“’ HOSpltal www.Midtown VetHospital com Pittsburgh Public Theater, and A Christ ¥ :;rrda:::
mas Carol and My Fair Lady at the Geva over twenty
Theater. Her New York credits include years,
Jonestown, the Musical for the Fringe just about
3 Festival, Voiee of the City at the York The- the same
—K.A.TZ S= ) ST amount of
ater, numerous workshops, and several time she's
[ featured appearances at Town Hall as a been in her
i BE n UE lUET salo voecalist. same-sex
' Scott has also received awards for her relation-
| ' solo cabaret acts. ship with
! Expanded and remodeled Heights bungalow on But this will be her first performance C::et:‘e
a prized block of Coi-.:rnl?m. Master -HI:.JIlr_' on first floor | in Man of La Mancha, and her first trip to ALK
with 4 beds, 3 baths..3873,900. Houston. “I'm really excited about both,” After graduating from SUNY Fredonia Scott was sharing an apartment with her
| Scott says. “I love to dine out, and [ un- with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in sister Amy. She says Amy was fine with
I derstand you have a lot of culture there. I musical theater, she returned to New York Black moving in. But her parents were
It S Goodf For GOOdness SUke! just want to be a tourist and soak up the City and has been based there ever since. typical JJewish New Yorkers “right out of a
local color.” But while she always knew what her Neil Simon play.”
Scott knew from an early age that she career would be, she didn't always know She came out to them over the phone.
wanted to be in musical theater, “I re- whom she wanted to be with. “T was busy “I called my mother, and I said "‘Mommae,
| member going to au- I need to tell you something. Remember
i seeing ditions, and Collette? I brought her to Passover last

a movie "[ datEd da few I'I‘IEI'I." Then She I dated a vear. Well, she’s moving in with Amy and

of Porgy o - few men, hut me,’ and she asks why, and I say it’s be-
. "5 met Colette Black. “And I just iy Sudte SEnacks v, el Do ke b
5 T ; and 5 [ didn't go cause she's my girlfriend. And Mom sighs
Woodland Heights Ra_n_‘e find with 2 beds p = Bess as IOVEd h'er. I was ]ust d Persan Who out much,” and asks if Amy is gay, too!”
study, 3 baths all on the first floor. Only the media alohila g g o A Pt ot e saas: Al bha
room is up. Shows like new...$575,000. ' fE“ in Iﬂ\’e Wlth another person. i e e
and I T'hen she couple is still together, sharing a Man-
started met Collette hattan apartment and both active in the
singing ‘Summertime’ in the bathtub that  Black at The Duplex, Greenwich Village's theater world. Black just won a broadway-
night!” Likely she saw the '59 version legendary cabaret and piano bar. “I was a world.com cabaret award for best director,
616 WESTHEIMER with Sydney Poitier and Dorothy Dan- singing bartender and she was the hooker,” and she's direeted Scott in several projects
713-521-3838 s dridge, but whichever one it was, she says Scott. “It was 1991, And 1 just loved including her starring turn in Wished —
ILOVEKATZS.COM was hooked. her. I was just a person who fell in love

with another person.”

713.862.1600

At the time, the twenty-two-year-old
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M i LET'S HEAD 0UT.
Affo rd a b | e F l ne Ar-t From LOC a | Artists Be who you are. Drink what you like. And turn any time

into a great time with the just-right taste of Bud Light.

ITS THE SURE S5IGN OF A GOOD TIME

HERE WE GO.

=3 * | £ Trchviay Galler
¥

v

"

2305 Dunlavy
Houston, TX 77006
713.522.2409
www.archwaygallery.com

'Don't Let Life Be | \~

| Limited By Pain |
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COMPLETE CLINIC

Affordable and Dependable Health Care

» Chiropractic Care * Extended Hours

* Message Therapy « Evening Appts. Avail.
» Hair Laser Removal =« Gift Cartificates

What: Mar
When: Febru

etEnejene
ol N RN E

Convenient » 8313 8W. Fwy @ Bessner, Ste. 223
Locations  » 1415 Hwy 6 5. @ SW Fwy, Ste. A-200

281.495.5866 | www.completeclinichouston.com

Boys totally
Noodie.

Jenni knows how to make your k~-4/
egg roll and your veggies rock

Thanks to QutSmart readers
for voting me a
Top Male Therapist for 2011 & 2012!
| feel very honored.

s <~ BestGay Friendly- Houston Press
Best Float Pride Parade Houston 2011
Best Costume Pride Parade Houston 2012

{ i
Ken McLeod, LCSW, ACSW
IT'S ALL GOOD IN THE NOODLEHOOD! : Licensed Clinical Social Workér;
NOODLESRULE.COM ey T e

ﬂ facebook.com/noodlesrule (] @noodlesrule NOODLE HOUSE

5909 West Loop South, Suite 480
Bellaire, Texas 77401
713.628.1776 + kenscounseling@aol.com

SHEPHERD/ MONTROSE UPTOWN/ GALLERIA IN THE HEIGHTS
3111 5. SHEPHERD @ ALABAMA 2027 POST QAK @ WESTHEIMER 602 EAST 20TH ST. @ OXFORD
(713) 523- 7600 (713) 621-4200 (713) 862-3344

Check me out on:
Therapick.com or PsychologyTeday.com
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|9 NIGHTS - SCANDINAVIA & RUSSIA CRUISE
' June 21- 30,2013

' 7 NIGHTS - 107H ANNUAL LABOR DAY ALASKA
_September 7-14,2013

747 NIGHTS — 1211 ANNUAL HALLOWEEN CRUISE
| 'October 27 - November 3, 2013 (Departs from New 5)

| Event: Free Private Cocktail Parties - Private Shows with Guest Celebrities - Gay
Theme Dance Parties - Gay Beach Parties - Singles Gat-togethers - Couples Get-togethe

ke S bttt B Sl

' 12 NIGHTS - NILE RIVER CRUISE & TOUR

' November 29 - December 10, 2013

| A Luxury "All-Inclusive" Cruise Tour of Egypt

yality Pre-Owned Vehicles
veryone is Approved

NEXCAR

Your Next Car Is Here|

832-304-4227 20515 North Freeway (1-45N) Spring T) «CarAuto.com

46 FEBRUARY 2013 DutSmartMagazine.com

GLBT CRUISES & TOUR EVENTS

Aniisfegt

ernoon T-Dances
Check out our website for our 2013 Entertainment Line-up!

at seal

a division of CruiseCenter fa i I

; visit us at
B ~aWWW.aquafest.com
for 2014 Cruises!!

fl"ﬂ m -

$1,329pp

from

$704pp

GayMe Shows : =

B .
' (800) 592-9058

from

$2,995pp| WWW.AquafestCruises.com

| 5-Star Rated Ultra-Luxury Boat on The Nile, m/s Mayfair, Luxury Hotels in Cairo and fully escorted. |

2014 Aquafest Halloween Cruise Departs from Port of Houston!!!

L W N

i

' 'Hvil-rté'fuc‘i%*l Treatment!

2120 Ashland
Houston, Texas 77008

HeighisematolonyeNestheticlienten

“Undressing Israel’

The naked truth about the Holy Land

by David-Elijah Nahmod

hen people think of Israel,

they often conjure up im-
ages of suicide bombings,
rocket attacks, and Ortho-
dox Jews. During the opening moments of
Undressing Israel; Gay Men in the Prom-
tsed Land, the first non-pornographic fea-
ture from gay porn-king Michael Lucas,
people in New York City's Times Square
are asked if they think homosexuality

15 legal in Israel. Many say they have no
idea, while some azsume it's not.

For nearly an hour, Lucas reveals
the other side of life in the Jewish State.
He visits the Knesset (the Israeli Parlia-
ment), where Parliament member Nitzan
Horowitz issues a Gay Pride proclama-
tion. In Tel Aviv, the country’s gay mecea,
gay dad Yossi Berg, founder of Rainbow
Families, walks with his young son and
explains the importance of having chil-
dren in Jewish culture.

Lueas takes us to an Israeli gay wed-
ding. He interviews an openly gay personal
trainer, who shares his experience of com-
ing out in the Israeh army, where homo-
sexuality has been accepted since 1993,

Throughout the film, Lucas makes it
plainly obvious that much of Israel is a
safe place to be openly gay.

“Israel is more progressive than the
United States,” he observes,

Undressing Israel is not the first time
Lucas’s camera has ventured inside the
State of Israel. In 2009, he raised many
eyebrows when he produced Men of Israel,

most vocal champions in the gay commu-
nity. Unafraid of controversy, he’s been
equally vocal in his condemnation of the
virulently antigay regimes that exist in the
Muslim world. His columns for publications
like The Advocate, in which he harshly
condemns the anti-Israel activism of queer-
identified organizations like Jewish Voice
for Peace, often draw fire, but he always
stands his ground.

While preparing Undressing Israel for
film festival screenings around the 1.8,
and the world, Lucas sat down with Out-
Smart for an interview.

David-Elijah Nahmod: Can you explain
your personal connection to Israel, and

the first why the

ina i i a country
Israel is a country that is not only meansso

of gay 3 - H much to you?
o a E:hampmn of gay rights in the g
features Mlddle EaSt, but a|50 WBY ahead Lugas; I am
be — of many Western countries.” St
shot in- Jewish. I

side the
country with an all-Sabra (1sraeli-born)
cast.

Lucas, who works in New York City
and Tel Aviv, has become one of [srael’s

was born to
a Jewish family in the Soviet Union and
many of my relatives died in the Holo-
caust. Growing up, I experienced not only
homophobia but also anti-Semitism. So 1
understood from a very early age the im-
portance of the State of Israel.

Israel’s diversity: director
Michael Lucas (lowest tip of
the star) interviewed a variety
of people, from an Israeli gay
filmmaker and community leaders
to gay parents and an Israeli Arab.

What kind of responses have you gotten
for the Men of Israel series?

It was my biggest commercial success to
date. | got amazing responses, not only
from the adult world but also from the
mainstream media such as the Los An-
geles Times. As for inside [srael, people
were ineredibly open-minded and helpful.
Whenever | ran into problems, people
were there to help. They were very excited
to see this big production being filmed

in Israel. I have a very good relationship
with the gay community in Israel. By now,
I think I have been interviewed by every
Israeli newspaper.

Have you gotten harsh responses from
the Orthodox community?

I have never been in contact with the Or-
thodox community.

What was your inspiration for embarking

on the Undressing Israel project?

| was inspired by the country and its

openness, friendliness, and tolerance to-

wards minorities. But mainly [I undertook

the project] because not a lot of people see
continued on page 49
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| GALVESTON!

_GRUIS
ONE OF THE TOP 20 HOME PORTS IN THE WORLD
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"
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Book Your Warm Weather and Fun Today!

Spring Cruise to

Key West & The Bahamas

May 12-19,2013 | Carnwval Magic
Departs from Galveston

New England & Canada Cruise
October 12-19, 2013 | Caribbean Princess *
Departs fram NawYork

Gayribbean Pre-Halloween Cruise
October 20-27, 2013 | Camival Magic ®
Departs from Galveston

New Year’s Eve at Sea

: ﬁc 28,2013 ?Hp 4,201 'U. Garibbean Pnncess

4902 Wharton Circa 1941 two bedroom brick bungalow... $114,500

Disney Cruise Lines now in Galveston! i
David Bowers, Reartor 4 2.1 G ayi
e The House Company '
ey | 409/763-2800
David@ David Bowers.com

'
. i © i

F

;,i#
* CALL TODAY!
resid / 877-560-8318 @

.2011 GAR Realtor of The Year : The Pro-Hallowsen Cruise, o largest Eveat of the Year. Wit

fabulous shows and great entertainment plus parties and so much
Thank you Galveston for voting me: s Coe ™ Featuring Tasha Koh!. SoFonda St John and many more.
“BEST REALTOR IN GALVESTON® -OutSmart Readers’ Chaice Awards 2012 ‘ft e R T S '

e ita 4ol Dy Aba Passsngenn ity Garrbaan Chases.am nﬂlinnﬂum “

N‘_ ‘_-,'('In.'.‘-} Jw*.. gy
-~ Reserve™
Your Spof

for

NATIONAL BLACK HIV/AIDS : * SPRING _
AWARENESSMONTH ; BREAK! &

Free CONFI DENTIAL HIV testing at:

Families head to Galveston each
year with family and friends.

Choose two or more nights from March 8 thru March 17.
Stay at The Victorian in a spacious and comfortable condo suite.
One bedroom condo sleeps 4 adults, minimum two-night stay
Two Night Package Rate from

$350.9" inclusive

Or...Any Five Consecutive Nights Package
Rate from $750.59" inclusive

* Soecial packaces must book by March 1, 2013

1 & schedule of testing locatic

ormyguidingyoungmen H C s
™ EL 6300 Seawall = Galveston = TX « 855.527.2423

www.hacsix.org victoriancondo.com = promo code 5B2 & SB5

s HOUSTON AREA COMMUINITY SERVICES
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'Undressmg Israel’

antinued from Jage 47

that side of [srael. The media are only
interested in covering the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict. I thought that this movie

would be incredibly important for Israel

How did you go about finding your inter-
view subjects?

It was all because of the help of my co-
director Yariv Mozer, of Mozer Films. He
helped a great deal with easting. Plus, as
soon as | announced the project, people
started coming to me.

We interviewed a variety of people,
from an Israeli gayv filmmaker and com-
munity leaders to gay parentz and an
Israeli Arab. Plus, I was invited to the
Knesset and interviewed openly gay Par-

liament member Nitzan Horowitz

Were there any incidents in which a
potential interview subject hesitated or
backed away because of your work in
the adult film industry?

I never had a problem with anyone who
would not be in my film because I own a
gay adult studio. Israelis know me as a

friend of the country.

Do you have any concerns that your
adult film notoriety might affect people’s
perceptions of Undressing Israel, or that
they might not take the film seriously?
No. Absolutely not. I believe it's the op-
posite. I'm a well-known name in the gay
community, so that can only help spread

the word.

What is your message to queer activist
organizations such as Jewish Voice for
Peace, which often protests the policies of
the Israeli government while ignoring the
country’s favorable record on gay rights?
There is no point in having a conversation
with that self-hating group whose mem-
bers have already made up their minds
and only care about the destruction

of Israel

What do you hope to achieve with
Undressing Israel?

I hope to show larael as it is—a country
that is not only a champion of gay rights
in the Middle East, but also way ahead of
many Western countries. And, of course, 1
want to see more tourists go to Israel.

For more information on Undressing
Israel: Gay Men in the Promised Land,

visit undressingisracl-themovie.com.

David-Elijah Nahmod [ives in San Fran
cisen, His eclectic writing career ineludes
LGBT publications, monster magazines,
and the Times of Israel,

_.Robert Snellgrove, Icsw
Counselor | Psychotherapist

4617 Montrose Suite C206
Houston, Texas 77006
713 522.7014 www.robertsnellgrove.com

A N

Tim Surratt
713.320.5881

timsurratt@yahoo.com

GREENWCDD KIN

SHOW SOME

HIERCE
LOVE

"~ FOR YOUR

COMMUNITY

JOIN US IN THE FIGHT TO END HIV

We are looking for HIV-negative men and transwomen
who " men, 18-50, for an HIV vaccine study. You cannot
get HIV from the vaccine. You will be paid for your time.

303-724-0801
sHowriercetove.org  BCM
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Sunday | February 17 | 3:00 pm

Join dozens of couples for an
unforgettable interfaith wedding ceremony.
You are invited to exchang S, Fenew your vVows
and demonstrate marriage equality.

One Easy Stop
Only @ Silverlust

Stlvonlust
www.silverlustonline.com

1338-C Westheimer
713-520-5440
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I Do, but Do the Courts?

Unaerstanaing the U.S. Supreme Court marriage cases

by Connie Moore * Debra Hunt + Joshua S. Myers

he United States Supreme
Court announced last Decem-

ber that it would review two

cases that will affect same-sex
marriage rights. The impact of these deci
sions has been a topic of much specula-
tion among legal scholars and practicing
lawyers alike. Although it is impossible
to predict what the Suprenie Court will
decide, many people are already planning
weddings. Before you set your date, read
on to il,‘:ll'll more about |'|I-L'. rlu-.'*'u!-ru'-.":-

Court decisions might affect yvou

What are the issues in the two cases
that the Supreme Court will be review-
ing this year?

The California case will determine wheth
er Proposition 8 is unconstitutional. Prop
8, which was passed by California voters
in 2008, nullified the previous California
state court cases allowing same-sex mar-

25 to be legally recognized in Califor-

1. The courts in California overturned
Prop 8, ruling that the voters do not have
the ability to take away a right previously
given by the state government. Support-
ers of Prop 8 have appealed to the U.S.
Supreme Court, and are asking to re-in-
state this law banning same-sex marriage
in California.

The New York case challenges the
federal Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA)
Section 3, which defines marriage as only
being between a man and a woman for
federal
benefits

ourposes. The New York case challenges the

tax purposes, there would be no tax due
Lower courts have declared Section 3 of
the federal DOMA to be unconstitutional
A congressional standing committee called
BLAG (Bipartisan Legal Advisory Group
of the House of Representatives) 18 defend-
ing the federal DOMA because the Obama
administration refuses to do so.

If the court agrees that Prop 8 is uncon-
stitutional, will the California case have
any impact on states like Texas, which
have a state constitutional ban on same-
sex marriage?

The answer to
this question
will depend

e federal DOMA Section 3, which  entirelyon

surviving
spouse of
a same-
sex couple
who was legally married in New York
was denied the rederal estate tax marital
deduction for her wife's estate, resulting
in a tax bill that exceeded $350.000. If
the marriage was recognized for federal

defines marriage as only being
between a man and a woman.”

hew the Su-
preme Court
reaches its
decision. In
the event the
court upholds the lower court rulings in
California that dispose of Prop 8, there
are several legal theories available that it
can use to reach this conelusion. First, the
court ¢an rule that the proponents of Prop
8 do not have the legal right to challenge
the previous cases. This theory would al-

1 do, | do: if the Supreme Court agrees
that Prop 8 is unconstitutional, will
the California case have any impact
on Texas? It depends on how the
court reaches its decision.

low same-sex marriage to be recognized
in California but would not affect any
other state’s laws. Second, the court can
rule on the merits, finding that citizens in
ight=

previously granted by state governments.

general may not vote to take away 1

This theory would only affect states where
guch voter measzures are being considered.
Finally, the court could issue a blanket
ruling that all state laws prohibiting
same-sex marriage are unconstitutional

A ruling under this theory would have a
direct impact on states like Texas that
have a constitutional ban on same-sex

!'II:II'I'i!I;_"I'.

What about the New York case? If the
court rules in favor of requiring the feds
to recognize same-sex marriage, what
does that mean for married same-sex
couples and federal benefits?

As in the California case, the impact of
the New York case depends entirely on
how the Supreme Court reaches its conclu-
sion. If the Court determines that the par-
ties in the case do not have the right to —+
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Best Eye Doctor
as voted by OutSmart
Readers 2012

State-of-the-Art Medical Eye Care

Exams for glasses/contacts
Cataract Surgery

LASIK Surgery

Comprehensive Ophthalmology

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
Ophthalmology

Now Affillated with

Emtdind e 157

HoUSTON EYE ASSOCIATES
5420 Dashwood, Suite 101, Rouston, Tx 77081 www,HoustonEye.com

NEW LOCATION 8619 W, Broadway, Suite 101, Pearland, TX 77584

713.668.9118 832.553.EYES (3937

SOUTH BEACH

_I/\ =

HAND CAR WASH & DETAIL CENTER
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Voted Best Pool Company
- 2012 DutSmart Readers’ Chaice

BrattonPools

281.988.7700
www.BrattonPools.com

New Consfruction « Re-Plaster

Renovations and System Upgrades
Weekly Maintenance
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| oe and Leigh Anne fell in love, got married
and started a family.
for young adults to do.” [h:m.r.n years into their

. All very normal things

marriage, however, Joe’s struggles with his sexual

o identity revealed that he was a gay
man. Joe was forced to surrender his
credentials as an ordained Elder in the
United Methodist Church. He and
Leigh Anne divorced amicably. After
their divorce, they made new vows to

each other: They would always speak

well of each other and would commit

Our Family Quting |

themselves to rearing their children in
an atmosphere of love and grace.

“Our Family Outing” is their story,

anl"‘ BREAKING THE SILEMCE PRESENTS:
-- Joe Cobb and Leigh Anne Taylor
co-authors of Owr Family Outing: A Memoir

of Coming Out and Coming Through

February 16, 2013 = 9am-Noaon

11 AR
THE SILENCE

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church
Ot i teoes 1440 Harold, Houston TX = 510 registration fee at door

I Do, but Do the Courts?

continued from page 51
appeal, then the lower court’s ruling will
stand and the surviving spouse will be
entitled to have her marriage recognized
and her tax payment refunded. That
determination would not affect anyone
outside of this particular case. If the court
allows the appeal to proceed and rules on
the merits, it will determine that Section
3 of the federal DOMA is uneonstitutional
for all purposes. Under this type of rul-
ing, the federal government would have
to recognize all same-sex marriages of
couples who legally marry under state
law. It would not be able to deny federal
benefits that it offers to other legally mar-
ried couples, and it wo Lle have to apply
those benefits to legally married same-zex

and opposite-sex couples uniformly.

For federal benefits purposes, will it
matter if the same-sex married couple
lives in a non-recognition state like
Texas?

For those benefits that are entirely fed-
eral (such as income tax, immigration,
and Social Security), it's expected that
benefits will be uniformly available and it
will not matter where the married couple
lives. However, for benefits that are fed-
erally provided but state administered,
there likely will be litigation for marriage
enforcement in non-recognition states
before the matter is completely settled.

When can we expect a ruling?
The court is scheduled to hear oral argu-
ments in both cases during the last week
of March, and should issue its rul

sometime in June before the end of term.

Moore & Hunt is the first women-otwned
boutique law firm in Houston to openly fo-
cus on lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgen-
der tssues. Operating in the same location
since 1987, the firm is comprised of at
torneys Connte Moore and Debra E. Hunt.
Moore works with families of all types with
formation 1ssues (adoption, surrogaey, and
parentage in assisted reproduction) and
family dissolution (divorce and custody liti-
gation). Hunt coneentrates on personal doe
ument drafting (wills, trusts, and powers
of attorney), estate planning, probate litiga-
tion, contract negotiations and disputes,
corporation and small-business formations,
and real-estate matters. Both attorneys
are members of the National Family Lau

Aduvisory Council of the National Center jor

Lesbian Rights. The firm ts a part of the co-
operating attorney network of the Lambda
Legal Defense and Education Fund. Moore
and Hunt are charter members of the Texas
State Bar LGBT Law Section. Moore has
been trained in collaborative family law
and s a strong believer in the collaborative
model to resolve family disputes. Joshua S.
Myers is a recent graduate of South Texas
College of Law.

We've been treating the LGBT
community for over 30 years.

Today we proudly offer comprehensive healthcare.

Legacy offers a full range of
convenientand comprehensive
healthcare. We continuously
grow our services to allow you
to confidently access all of your
healthcare under one roof.

Your healthcare is as important
to us as it is to you. We look
forward to seeing you soon.

Bmldlngl
thty

ommuni

Fresh, Health y, “Delicious!
3991 Richmond Houston, TX 77027

Primary Care

STD Screening & Treatment
Behavioral Health

Vision Services

Dental Care

Family Planning

Wellness Services

Social Services

Walgreens Pharmacy

Legacy
b—;‘q

community Hea

LegacyCommunityHealth.org
832-730-4434

~—-._:-J'a-d.”i-ﬁ
— _ANI
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— R
¥ 'Dim:-ﬂut
(’ TANESE

Style!

713.599.1444 | www.skewerscafe.com
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Plastic Surgefy Center

16605 SW Fwy., Ste. 175
@ Methodist Sugar Land Hosgital

sugar Land, TX

281.846.4692

www.NUjuVv.com

Celabrate b

Valentine's Day

with the

BOYS in BLACK

Rivas Italian Restaurant
M7 Missouri St. '@

e Ve
-

(1 Block West of Montrose)

v (713)529-3450 v

$15-%$20/person (on average)

~
11
1y

PLSTARBONT ot e
set menu for Valenting's [

S — " 1

Voted One of the Best Italian Restaurants in Houston
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MALE
PLASTIC
SURGERY

4 Blepharoplasty

4 calf Augmentation
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4 Hair Restoration
o Liposuction

4 Male Rhinoplasty
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Jon A. Mathy, MD

American Board of
Plastic Surgery Certified
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And the sixtieth Diana Awards gala

by Marene Gustin

ivas, Diamonds, and Dianas,

oh my! It's time for the six-

tieth annual Diana Founda-

tion awards show. And that
means the cocktails will flow along with
the laughter come March 2 as the coun-
try's oldest gay social organization raises
money for local community charities. The
black-tie event this year marks Michael
Kemper’s twenty-sixth turn as master of
ceremonies.

Many Houstonians know Kemper as
the owner of his eponymous salon and
day spa in Highland Village, or they may
recognize him from his frequent televi-
sion appearances commenting on beauty
trends on shows like KHOU-TV's Greatl
Day Howston. But if you know anything
about Houston'’s LGBT community, vou
know him as a force of nature in the char-
ity world.

Kemper’s salon, Michael Kemper
Salon & Day Spa, is a 4,500-squa
space in the heart of Highland Village.

There are sixteen stvling stations along
with two facial and massage rooms, five
manieure stations, three pedicure sta
tions, and a makeup room, all dedicated to
beautifying Houstonians and visiting ce-
lebs. Kemper himself has counted lsabella
Rossellini, Ivana Trump, and Queen Noor
among his elients in the past. In the 1970s
he ran Sakowitz department stores’ hair
and beauty salons, which were known as
Michael Kemper at Sakowitz.

l"‘.']'
fourteen
years
he also
traveled
the na-
tion pro-
maoting
beauty products and setting hairstyling
trends across the country for Seligman and
Latz, the largesat salon owner in the world.
In 1985, as their head of education, he was
responsible for ten thousand hairdressers

The master:
Michael
Kemper
emcees
Diana's
sixtieth

anniversary
awards

show for
the twenty-
sixth time!

in nine hundred salons across the country
He was also one of only four individuals
who consulted with Miss Clairol, and was
the hairdresser for the company's famous
“only her hairdresser knows for sure” com
mercials. And he did all that while manag-
ing sixteen Houston salons.
Professionally. he's slowed down some,
running just the Highland Village salon
he opened
more than
two decades
ago. And
while he
now stands
behind the
chair only
three days a week, he really doesn't have
any more time to spend with Michael Gro-
ver, his partner of forty years, his family,
or his piano. That's because he bhasically
has a second job as president of the Diana
Foundation.
1 joined the Dianas back in 19817

Kemper recalls. “But I had worked with

them for several years. Back in those days
vou had to be a slave . . . ] mean a pledge,
and work hard on the annual awards
show before they would invite yvou to join.
And, just like today, there are only one
hundred members.”

The Dianas started as a social group
for professional gays back in 1953 when
David Monecrief bought a new TV and
invited friends over for a fancy cocktail
party to watch the first national telecast
of the Academy Awards. He just happened
to have a near-life-sized plaster statue of
Diana, the Roman goddess of the hunt, in
his home,

Despite the TV reception failing that
night, the party was a hit and a core
group of friends decided to repeat it year
after vear. Gag awards were given for
some rather saucy roles, the party grew, —+
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Want A Clean You Can Trust?

Call Your Eco-friendly Carpet Cleaning Experts

Richard Gaubert
Owiner | Eco-Specialist

3 ROOMS

$8500

Includes Soil Lifter &
Pre-Spot Treatment

« MAX 200sf per room *
* Medium soiled carpets

SERVING ALL OF GREATER HOUSTON

2.81=962 24000

www.CarpetTouch.com

* Stairs extra *

Open 7 days (7Tam - 6am) o
14002 Northwest Fwy. (Hwy 290) Vale

{between Tidwell & Fairbanks N, Houston) e ¥

Ny RELEASES
713.4@1.5_I52 ™ i in Houston!
executivevideoxxx.com

Michael Kemper. ..

confinueg frof Wous page

it turned into a huge annual review
and roast, and in 1976 it became
the Diana Foundation, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to raising
seed money for local LGET chari-
ties, many of which sprang up in
the eighties during the worst of the
ATDS crisis

By 1988, when Kemper began
emceeing the annual awards show,
it was the social event of the season,
attended by hundreds and even
thousands, held in theaters and hotel
ballrooms.

“In the early days, we didn't hawve
corporate sponsors,” says Kemper.
“They didnt want to be involved in
the community. It was all individual
donations, never more than one thou
sand dollars from someone. And yet
we raised more than one million dol-
lars to fund organizations, I am very
proud that the Dianas were the very
first organization to donate to AIDS
organizations in Houston. Every
organization in existence today got
their seed money from the Dianas
The AIDS Foundation got its start

JOE TRAMONTE REALTY

3 www.TramonteRealty.com
2 (409) 765-9837

o e ¥ LD

Earthman

Funeral Directors

Since 18589

Funerals
Cremations
Advanced Planning

in 1982 as KS AIDS of Houston. Many

of the current organizations you see
today—like Bering Omega, DIFFA, Pet
Patrol, and Frost Eye Clinic—got started
in someone’s home with the help of the
Dianas.”

From its heyday in the late-eighties
and nineties, the annual awards show
has scaled down from its flashy theatri-
cal productions and huge audiences to
smaller events, but it's still a highlight of
the season, a glamorous black-tie event
that is still fun, always saucy, and even a

little bit bawdy

The theme this year is the sixtieth an-

niversary of the founding. “Diamonds ar
the traditional sixtieth-anniversary gift,

g0 we're calling it Divas, Diamonds and

Dianas!™ says Kemper, who onee again is

co-chair and master of ceremonies for the
event. “We'll have a big opening number,
we have two hundred volunteers working
on the production, and a thirty-minute
show by Jimmy James."

James, who performed at the fiftieth
ANMIVETSAry event, 15 a |'|'[|l|'1\'['il‘i| ‘.'1|l'i.l|

impersonator. “1f he sings Judy Garland,

vou really believe it's Judy Garland you're

listening to,” says Kemper.

And, of course, there will be awards:

Best Actress for an unsuspecting gay
man who pulled some outrageous

stunt, Best Supported Actress for some

yvoung thing kept by a wealthy old

Jueen,
“But it's all in good fun,” explains
Kemper

Except when it's not—like the times
when awards went to Anita Bryant or
a local gay man accused of pedophilia.
“Don’t put a black eve on the gay com-
munity,” says Kemper, “because we will
call you out on it.”

Kemper himself has won three
Diana awards, but, he says, not for
hairdressing skills, “Mostly for my
used cars or the falling-down Montrose
mansion I had!”

At press time, very few of the 250
tickets for this vear's bash remained

to be sold

What: The 60th Annual Diana Awards
When: 7-11 p.m., Saturday, March 2

West |.l;--p South
Tickets/info: Sallie Woodell at

z_woodell@msn.com or 832/877-28486.

Marene Gustin also writes about Man of

LaMancha's Eadie Scott in this issue of

OutSmart magazin

Helping the
Community

BUILDWEALTH

in Real Estate!

Anxious,
depressed,
stressed,
compulsive,
or distracted?

MEN OFTEN TALK ABOUT:

Being competent in some areas
while struggling with others

Being tough on the outside
but hurting inside

Shutting down

Meeding to belong,
but feeling separate

Hurt, pain, loneliness

Feeling unappreciated, inadequate,
or misunderstood

Difficult with understanding or
expressing their emotions

Sexual and relationship concerns

Thank You!
“l am deeply honored by your
votes and constantly strive to
deserve your confidence”.

Tony Carroll, Lcsw

e ’ i . 7 ‘f,
Fagrotio fieera oy oredd Ul osints eddnitgr
/ r i F

Doug Luza _
832.220.3212 £ in

houston .
T h%l%blﬁh}vm

1006 Missouri St. Houston, TX 77006

buildwealthmortgage@gmail.com

WWW.DOUGLUZA.COM
2420 Washington Ave.
Houston, TX 77007

NMLS #311377

MORTGAGE

e s - - i

325 Mackeral 115 Bonita 202 Rosenbery #306
3/1/1-12965sf 3/1/1- 1306sf 3/2.5 - 2300sf

125 Barracuda
31 -1440sf

earthmanbellaire.com
(713)667-6505

713-527-0000

www.HoustonTherapist.com

$139.000 $129,500 §129.500 5365.000
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Al.“¥ THEATRE

CAPTIVATING COURTROOM DRAMA

A Few
(Goop MeN

v AARON SORKIN
DIRECTED BY GREGORY BOYD

MARCH 1 tHroucH MARCH 24

Recommended for mature auvdiences due to language.

ActOUT Pre-Show Mixer
Thursday, March 14
Starts at 6 p.m.

QUALITY DENTISTRY
NE PATIENT AT A TIME!

OGAN

D.D.5., P.A.

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY
e 1o :
<,c invisalign

3l Waugh Dr.
Houston TX 77019

713.942.8598

www.eorvlogandds.con

MEDITERRAN!AN CUISINE

912 Westheimer » 713.942.2321 » AladdinsHouston.com
i Y ——

Get A Real Mediterranean
Experience in Houston!

Seth MacFarlane hosts the annual event

by Donalevan Maines

ith Family Guy creator

Seth MacFarlane as host,

the 85th Annual Academy

Awards ceremony prom-
ises to be the most fun Oscars ever.

As a down payment on that promise,
the ever-smiling MacFarlane person-
ally announced the nominees January
10 (along with funny girl Emma Stone)
in the most entertaining pre-dawn an-
nouncement the Academy has ever held.
The announcement set the stage for a
dizzying month ahead as Oscarologists
scrambled to read the tea leaves after a
bizarre selection of nominees.

Among them is MacFarlane himself,
a finalist for Best Original Song for co-
writing the theme song for his live-action
film Ted. MacFarlane is a staunch sup-
porter of gay rights,

Nominated for Best Animated Film is
ParaNorman, by out director Chris But-
ler and featuring a lead character who's
gay. At least one gay critic groused that
the character’s sexual orientation isn't
revealed until the conclusion, but if your
gaydar reaches to animated characters,
that isn’t a problem. The hunky char-
acter is voiced by Casey Affleck, a 2007

Born ThlS Way —

(sear nominee opposite Brad
Pitt in The Assassination of
Jegse James.

Casey's brother, Ben
Affleck, was snubbed in
the Best Director category,
although his film Argo was
nominated for Best Picture,
In the week following the
nominations, Affleck won
Best Director at the Golden
Globes, and Argo won the
Globe for Best Picture-Dra-
ma and the Broadcast Film
Critics’ Best Picture award.

So it's anybody’s guess
whether Argo could still win
the Oscar. The directors’
branch also snubbed Tom
Hooper (Les Misérables) and
Kathryn Bigelow (Zero Dark
Thirty), while nominating
Steven Spielberg (Lincoin),
Michael Haneke (Amour), —+

Family guy:

as host of this
year's Oscar
bash, Seth
MacFarlane

will likely
expose more
than his pearly
whites—like his
great sense of
humor and
his won-
derful
singing
voice.

Enjoy complimentary appetizers, cockiails, & mostl
. . . ally oh
door prizes and music by DJ Mike Bell. gl A
30 stop-action comedy F ohn Gaod

This event is FREE with purchase of a
fticket to the March 14 performance
of A Few Good Men. To purchase
$26 tickets to this performance use the
Promo Code ActOUT.

FULBRIGHT

announcer advising,

ilm Critics Society also nominated

neople,' tt ave the Arimated Film, an hanar which it

strength of aur convictions

In a telling scene, Marman says

A gay first: Mitch (r) is animation’s
first gay hero. Casey Affleck (I, Ben's
brother) voices Mitch in ParaNorman.

CATERING AVAII.ABI.E

ALLEYTHEATRE.ORG
713.220.5700

UNITED
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Aladdin Mediterranean is C cns|dl:'rcd
One of the Best Restaurants in Houston

"There's nothing

wrong with being scared, Norr 50 long as you don't

prman replies, Hu'l-\ dad. He
His mom rephies, "He's not afraid af you

5
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The New Oscars

previous page

Benh Zeitlin (Beasts of the Southern
Wild), Ang Lee (Life of Pi), and David O.
Russell, whose Silver Linings Plavbook
scored nominations in all four acting
categories—the first time since 1983
when Warren Beatty's Reds accomplished
that feat.

Lincoln, which is nominated for Best
Adapted Screenplay, was penned by gay
playwright Tony Kushner, the Pulit-
zer Prize-winning author of Angels in
America,

The powerful AIDS documentary How
to Survive a Plague is nominated for Best
Documentary

Hugh Jackman, Broadway's The Bov
from Oz (leshians know him as Wolver-
ine), is nominated for Best Actor, and
recent Oscar co-host/marriage equality
activist Anne Hathaway (lesbians know
her as Catwoman), is nominated for
Best Supporting Actress, both for Les
Misérables.

For maore on the Osecars, including a full

list of nominees, visit oscars.org
Danalevan Maines also writes about Catch

Me If You Can in this issue of OutSmart
magazine.

ruggles gréen

Proud fo Support ﬂ've i.GBT Cnrnmunrry

GREEN WITH

BO1 Town & G 2317 W Aabama
Housio Houston, TX 777098

ENTER TO WIN & $100 Gift Cont ‘1
rnugglesgreen.com/pride

Texas Courts Now Dissolving
Same Sex Marriages

“A Suit to Declare the Marriage Void Is the Proper
Legal Mechanism for Dissolving an Out-of-State
Same-Sex Marriape in Texas Court.”
...enforceable in all fifty states...
“...provides Tor property division and other rights...
“...name changes are available...
...allows for property division, though not based
on community property principles.”
—Greg Abbott, Attorney (ienurul of 'I’uxum

Brief on the Merirs Ir'i ."lf(' _'!.rll'.rl-C raf e ‘-fu" T

No 1]-0024, Supreme Cowrt of Texay, Sept ‘r‘l 2012

Stressing over a lingering Marriage,
Domestie Partnership or Civil-Union that
the Texas Courts have refused to dissolve?

Under the jurisdiction of a state that recognizes same-sex
marriage or unions, your spouse or partner could...
destroy vour credit worldwide.
* acquire h.-il. or more of your assets in divorce,

* inherit vour entire estate when you die.

gave up after a year had p
Mike fil

k later received

ut completion

ipprovat. He even
-"-'.El!II'II'JIII f."#'ll |.I II '-'[. -f-lil'

the prior attorney.”—J.B

Mike Gonzalez

CALL NOW TO SET UP YOUR CONSULTATION.

(281) 412-4626

AW QFFIPCES o0
MICHAEL W. GONZALEZ, riic

4702 W, Walnut Street » Pearland, TX, 7758

TOLL FREE: 888.327.4354

www.MikesLawFirm.com
House Calls For the Home Bound
Mike@MikesLawFirm.com

SERVING THE LGBT COMMUNITIES OF T

2l Estate = Probate « Estate Planning = Ade

Smy In— e-Logp

(& Cansns!ani TOP Producer,
John Daugherty, Realtors

I you wish to be S ,-,
In-TheLloop, e ,'-'.'
whether selling, buying, or ruﬁ

locking around, 3]

Best Male Real Estate Agoni ‘é
- Quidmart Reoders’ Choice 2012 'k

| CALL ANDY NOW!
713.724.4306 .-'i,::-

CELL

713.561.6653

GIRECT

|

andyw@johndaugherty.com

Serving our
Community in

a Safe & Caring
Environment.

Psychotherapy, Career Counseling,
Individual, & Relationship
Counseling

DEeNIS “WooDjA”
FLANIGAN, PH. D.
Licensed psychologist

_ Voted Best Pﬁychull)M -

2011 & 2012 OniSmart
Readers Choice Awards

Advanced clinical experience in BDSM/Kink, polyamory,
open relationships, infidelity, and pagan spirituality in an
accepting and non-judgmental environment.

HELPING YOU REACH YOUR FULL POTENTIAL!

2600 Southwest Fwy., Suite 409 Houston, TX 77098
www.Houston-Psychologist.com | 713-589-9804

For mental health news, and information, you can follow me at
www.facebook.com/Flanigan.psychotherapy
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Cuyaial SHOPS HERE.

Shop Spec’s for Texas’ largest selection of champagnes and
sparkling wines at lower prices. And with Spec’s delicious
collection of gourmet chocolates and truffles from around the

world, you'll turn every day into Valentine's Day.

Build a
bundle.

Save a

bundle.

Bundle auto, home and life
for big State Farm’ discounts.
So let me show you how

State Farm can help protect all
the things that matter most -
for a lot less than you think.
GET TO A BETTER STATE!

CALL ME TODAY

WINES -SPIRITS - FINER FOODS

LOCATIONS ALL ACROSS THE HOUSTON AREA

(888) 526-8787 « specsonline.com » TEXAS SUPERSTORE

2013

PET PATROL

FUNDRAISER
STARRING YOUR PET

Happy Neus Year

They’re Back

The Laurenzo family is back on Navigation Boulevard!

by Marene Gustin
Phaotos by Trey Ridings

f vou lived in Houston in the

mid- and late-seventies, you ate at

Ninfa's on Navigation Boulevard

It wasn't just the fresh guacamole
or the tacos al earbon—possibly the very
first fajitas on a commercial menu—but it
was also the jovial Mama Ninfa Laurenzo
herself, fussing over patrons and checking
on the kitchen. She was everyone's mama.

“I remember walking into the kitchen
at the original restaurant holding my
grandmother’s hand when I was four
or five vears old. I grew up there,” sayvs
Domenic Laurenzo.
Which is why the Laurenzo family is
so happy to be going back to the old "heod.
Mama Ninfa was a Texas icon—an
Hispanic weman of humble origins who
rose to be a business maven. From a
amall tortilla factory, she opened the first
Ninfa's and went on to create a chain of
Tex-Mex eateries. Sadly, in her latter
years the rapid expansion proved to be
too much and the family business went
into bankruptey, but Mama Ninfa was
gtill revered as the success she was. When
she passed away in 2001, Houston City
Council postponed its weekly meeting so
members could attend her funeral.

Over the years, Ninfa's was bought
out of bankruptey, and a few of the
Houston locations bounded back. Legacy
Restaurants bought the original location
on Navigation and turned it back into an
icon. Some of the other locations wound up
as Maggie
Rita's, most

of which

quickly.

As for Ninfa Laurenzo’s famuly, they
stayed in the businesg, creating four El
Tiempo Cantinas, the El Tiempo Marlket,
and Laurenzo’s Prime Rib on Washington
Avenue.

“It's where we grew up. It’s like
closed coming full circle.’

Happy Valentine's Day: Dnmenic Laurenzo (r) says that the
newest El Tiempo at 2814 Navigation Blvd. (pictured) is
scheduled to open by Cupid’s Day.

the family. It's where we grew up. It's like
coming full cirele.”

Last October the family announced
plans to return to the East End street with
a brand-new El Tiempo Cantina within
spitting distance of the original Ninfa's.

“It's going great,” says Domenic Laurenzo
from the construction site in mid-January:
“We started in October and had great
weather last year. I think we’ll be finished
and able to open by Valentine’s Day.”

The sprawling restaurant, designed by
architeet Frank Zeni at a cost of almost $2
million, features an L-shaped patio facing a
park-like setting of paths, benches, statues,
a fountain, and a clock tower. And it's just
a stone’s throw from the new Esplanade on
Navigation,
the Greater
East End
Management
District’s
pedestrian-friendly promenade and park
with market stalls and kiosks.

All of which means that Navigation could
become an important new eating destination

n towrn.,

thinking of doing a few weekend brunch
specials in the spacious 3,000-sqaure-
foot kitchen and storage area

“It’s very state-of~the-art, and we'll
have room to do everything we want,” he
says. “I think because of the setting we'll
do a big brunch business. Fifty percent
of the space has windows that can open
during nice weather for al fresco dining,
and it would be nice to have a few special
dishes just at this location—maybe molé
and barbacoa.”

And, of course, the popular El
Tiempo mixed grill fajita platter of beef,
chicken, and quail. “Without a doubt, it's
our most popular order,” Laurenzo says.
“Even the serving for ane can feed two
to three peaple. Our customers know we
oversize our portions so they can share
them. It's all about a lot of good food for
a good price.”

For u[}duh,-:—'. on the new El Tiempo
Cantina on Navigation Boulevard, check
out eltiempoecantina.com.

Marene Gustin is a regular contributor to
OutSmart magazine.

Ag for the new El Tiempo, Laurenzo
says the menu will pretty much be the same
as at the other locations—a lengthy list
of favorite Tex-Mex dishes (with a hint of
his grandfather's Italian heritage), lots of
margaritas, beer, and wine. As a bonus, he is

And now, they're back, baby, Back on

pet patrolZ
A PEOPLE PET PARTNERSHIP
thepetpatrol.org

Navigation, that is,
“It means a lot to us,” says her
grandson. “It’s very sentimental for

OutvSmart

Hatistan's gay, lesbian, bi, and trans magazine

o StateFarm-

1203025 State Farm, Bicomington, IL

ir banefit The Pet Patrol, a nonprofil organization dedicate cl to
- AIDS, and the elderly keep and care for their pets.
II ePetPatroliong
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Valentgl%?Dag
With the object’of

your' desire.

Or, bring your spouse!

Come enjoy a romantic three-course dinner
created especially for love's voracious appetite!
Whisper sweet nothings and proclaim your
undying love as Carlos serenades with his
flamenco guitar in a cozy, intimate setting,
Sweet!

RSVP:713.522.7654

TILAS

Tila's Restaurante & Bar - | | | | S Shepherd - On the Curve - 713-522-7654
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7:30 p.m., Mondays, February 4, 11 & 18
The Performance Centre@The Ensemble Theatre
3535 Main (entrance Fannin & Berry)

525 per person

713-465-6481 or www. bayoucityconcertmusicals.org
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sSuperman

(Entertainment Weekly, 12/14112)
Biceps? Handcuffs? Military uniforms?
The only thing missing from this new
Superman poster is Liza Minnelli.

i = ARSI S A g e o ke i e Y L

e

Jodie Foster

(The 70th Annual Goiden Globe Awards, 1/13/13, NBC)
This is not going to “be a big coming-out speech tonight, because I
already did my coming out about a thousand years ago back in the Stone

Age. in those very quaint days when a fragile young girl would open up

to trusted friends and family and co-workers and then gradually, proudly

to evervone who knew her, to evervone she actually met. But now I'm
told, apparently, that every celebrity is expected to honor the details of
their private life with a press conference, a fragrance, and a prime-time

reality show No, I'm sorry, that's just not me. It never was and it

Compiled by
Blase
Distefano

never will be.”

“Qur journey is

" not complete
~ until our gay
- brothers and

sisters are treated
like anyone else
under the law—

"i‘ for if we are truly

" created equal,

then surely the

love we commit
to one another

. must be equal .

- as well.”

—Frasident Barack Obama,
in his inaugural spesch,
January 21, 2013

married.”

70th A

| 1L BT R
| LE LITLLE PaLRE

{The New York Times, 1/3/13, Dave Itzkoff)
Dave Itzkoff: When you're
going up against Maggie
Smith—there’s one scene
[in Downton Abbey] where
you serenade her a bit—
how do you prepare?
Shirley MacLaine: . . . [ told
her I was going to sing [the
somng to her], and first she
said to me, [genteel Maggie
Smith voice] “You know,
dear, when you do that, I'm
going to fall off the chair.”

I said, okay, And then she
said, “No, I think net, I
think I'll fall asleep.” I said,
okay, that's good too. . ..
What she did instead

was flirt back, |Laughs]

[ was =0 surprised

“1 don't want to get married
until all gay people can get

~-Lena Dunham, backstage at the

ibe Awards Io an Rlvers

( Fashion Police, 1/14/13, E!) |

At the Golden Globes ceremony,
Ben Affleck “was one of _

the few men there whose /
beard wasn’t on his arm.”

Judy Gold

(Joy Behar: Say Anything!, 1/17/13, Current TV)

Joy Behar: There's a “hot priest” alert going on.
This month, gracing the cover of Vanity Fair Italy
is Georg Ganswein, otherwise known as “the
George Clooney of the Vatican.”

Judy Gold: Well, he's the pope's assistant. And if anvone

knows how to pick an attractive male assistant, it's
gonna be the head of the Catholic Church.

What are you saying? The pope is like 150 years old.
[ know, but there’s Cialis.

Gettin’ it on?:
Maggie Smith

{l) and Shirley
Macl.ame flirt
wlth each
other on PBS's
Downton
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Join us

and a fr

Love story:
the forty-year
relationship

between i ho e ek MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS
and Thea Spyer & FR'DAYS, 9AM - 1PM
(LUNCH @ NOON)

DVD Shorts

Cabaret

is highlighted
in Edie &
Thea: A Very
Long Engage-
ment. They

.d d - 4
Nars Aot thals Free for seniors age 60+ and caregivers.

marriage on A brief registration is required. 2
May 22, 2007,
in Toronto.
Inser: the cou-
ple enjoys some
beach time in
the Hamptons
in 1969.

die Windsor and Th 401 Branard Street

arner Homs Vide Spyer, the subjects of
). =Troy Carningtan Susan Muska & Gréta
Olafsdottir'’s 2010 doc Edie &

Thea: A Very Long Engagement,

hold hands while :lII--c‘H|||].|i|_'|_\.

Out in the Open

. Don't let yourself

i get bogged down with TAXES,
Leave your troubles at my door!!

Gary M.Gritz

High Quallty
Compassionate Care

making comments about the

BFG

& ASSOCIATE
Voted One of the Best Psychiatrists ‘ _

= OutSmart 2011 Readers’ Choice

projected images of a 1960z shide 83, will be testifying before the

Supreme Court regarding the

their more than forty-vear ro-

show. Edie gets things started
by recounting how in 1962 that mantic partnership is uplifting more than $300,000 in federal
estate taxes she was forced to

she “couldn’t take it anymore” and wondrous. Each woman's

CPA

and called a friend to find out pl-!.—-llll.tl story of Iﬂ.alhi]_\' arid pay because, under federal law,

where it was that the lesbians coming out, combined with the their same-sex marriage is not

socialized. On that couple’s extended recognized,

night, at Porto- courtship and even- DVD bonus material in-
fino's Restaurant, tual partnership, is cludes Edie on the film-festival 20 Years Experience
Edie and Thea utterly absorbing circuit with directors Muska Fersonal & Business
Enlightened: met, danced Additionally, and Olafsdéttir, and a variety Tax Returns
The Complete First Season together (as Thea Thea’s longtime of featurettes, I Monthly & Quarterly
Il Army Payroll Tax Returns

dreaking Glass Pictures

Farty-y ; : !
; battle with multiple

puts it, their
Arbitration with IRS

Local & State
Government Filing

“bodies fit™), and sclerosis (she died (breakingglasspictures.com),

eventually became in 2009) figures

prominently in their For a review of Jack & Diane, L

shared tale. Edie and vistt OuitSmartMagazine.com i P iatri * & .
: R R RERR et : sychiatrist §

Thea's longtime-in-

a couple.
Jr‘?r.ﬂ'r q'l:' T.J.ll'r,l
is a beautifully

Preparation of Financial

ts to third parties

Diplomate of the Amekican

rendered story of danci ng a nd
romancing, paralleling the
couple’s own coming-out stories
with that of the LGBT commu-
nity. The journey of Edie (from
Philadelphia) and Thea (from
Amsterdam) over the course of

the-making wedding, which took Gregg Shapiro is a regular con-
tributor to OutSmart maegazine.

place in Toronto in 2007, is the
doe’s emotional peak.

A substantial argument for
same-sex marriage if ever there
was one, Edie & Thea: A Very
Long Engagement is an engag-
ing and important cinematic
work, The timing eouldn't he
better for watching this remark-
able film—Edie, now a widow at

|+ Appointments Readily Available

of Psyehiatry and Nearoldgy® Chl‘istine wy50ng
; N
* Saturday Hours RN, PMHNP, BC
* Male or Female Providers Available Nurse Practitioner
» Centrally Located Office Board Certified

. Access to Providers via Cell Phone 24/7

713/869-7400
310 Katy Freeway, Suite 310, Houston, TX 77007

e e

I'-'Iy office or yours'
Proud member of EPAH

3310 hat\f Frne.r.ay. Suite 310
713.784.3030

ggyankss
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Gregg
Shapira

KeSha
Warrior

Something to Remember

Alison May
Earnest Keep

GrooveOut Shorts

1) —Se. zie Lynde

Sandy Stewart/Bill Charlap

ST ST R R Crammy Award

her mu
|'rI

bandcamp.com) —Sf. E
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icts her inspirations and ir

CutSmartMagazir

Queer Musm

wiary ( .-;'.l':.'.'.' ner _.-'- nnny Mat '?."'-.'
or her first
album

since 2010':
heartbreaking
and acclaimed The
Foundling, Mary
Gauthier (pro
nounced go-shay, as
vou probably know
by now) gives us
the self-released
concert set Live at
Blue Rock (maryg-
authier.com). All but
one of Gauthier’s
six studio discs are Y{Jm?
represented here,
with three songs
drawn from her
breakthrough disc
Drag Queens in
Limousines (the title
tune, “Karla Faye,”
and “Our Lady
of the Shooting
Stars”). Still deserv
ing of the queer
Lucinda Williams
tag (that's a compli-
ment), Gauthier is
triumphant on “I
Drink™ and “Sugar
Cane” (co-written
with fellow queer
singer/songwriter
Catie Curtis). But perhaps the
most revelatory aspect of the
dise is that it includes not one,
but three covers by kindred
spirit Fred Eaglesmith—opener
“Your Sister Cried,” “Cigarette
Machine,” and “The Roc 48
he's wise, Eaglesmith will return

et

the favar,

Now a one-man operation,
queer electro act Dangerous
Muse (not to be confused with
Danger Mouse) continues to
embrace the EDM esthetic on
the five-song EP Red (danger-
ousmuse.com). DM plays with
some of the newfangled toys on
“Homewrecker,” doing techno

eLcom

tricks with the vo-
cals. *1 Can’t Help
It" sounds a bit like
Ministry (in their
pre-heavy-indus-
trial period) won't
be able to l]:‘]]h bt
like it. The album’s
s'l_'11f|‘l']ril‘|_'|'_ “Fame
Kills,” Foes 0on a bit
too long (at almost
seven minutes), but
1t gets points for
recalling vintage

12-inch diseo vinyl

Ulnmiﬂt Singerfactor

4 Pl iLbrarvimn

THICKAS A BRICK
G0 & ABDID OVD

Felly Leung is part
of the new genera-
tion of Broadway
performers who
ire stretching the
bounds of cabaret,
coloring outside
the lines of the
Great American
Songbook. On his
debut recording
I'll Cover You (Yel-
low Sound), Leung
ian’t afraid to

mix the seventies
(Stevie Wonder’s
“Knocks Me Off My
Feet” and Simon

& Garfunkel's
“Bridge Over Troubled Water”
with show tunes (*Children
Will Listen,” “Before the Parade
Passes By,” and the title track)
An unfortunate reading of Ma-
donna’s “Papa Don't Preach” can
be overlooked for more inventive
selections such as Indigo Girls's
“(zalileo” and Katy Perry's
“Firework” (really!). Leung must
also be a Holly Cole fan since he
covers a pair of tunes—"Cry (If
You Want To)” and “I Can See
Clearly Now"™—found on the Ca-
nadian diva’s debut.

Prince’s influence on the
band Avan Lava is immediately
obvious on “Tear It Down,” the
opening cut on their six-song EP
Flex Fantasy (avanlava.com). It

also comes through loud and
queer on “It's Never Over,”

but it’s never overdone. “Slow
Motion™ lives up to its name,
and “Feels Good” delivers ’mni
feelings. Rumor has it that to
get the full impact, Avan Lava
must be seen live, so check out
their website for dates.

L ong r before there was the
smooth seduction of Prince,
there was Johnny Mathis. Just
as there is only one Prince,

there is only one Johnny

Mathis. Following his success-
ful early years on Columbia
Records, Mathis briefly parted
ways with the label and re
corded for Mereury. Four of
those albums, and the unre
leased Broadway, have made
their way to L D on Real Gone
Music. Broadway is paired up
with Love Is Everything, from
1965. The themes of tender-
ness and fantasy are e -\plmz o]
on 1964's Tender Is the NI,
and The Hm.'.-u'!'_.’a.-l" H-’l.‘.(."r?‘,f-
Muake Believe, l'd":-'-[lL"l'Ti\'\"!}'
An EP enthusiast, Chris

Riffle is back with the dreamy
six-song disc Another Dream
chrisriffie.com). As fellow out
artist AG did on her THe Bea-
tles EP, Riffle puts a queer spin
on @ familiar Lennon/McCart-
ney tune, transforming “And [
Love Her"” to “And I Love Him"
with ease and success. Also
deserving of your undivided
attention is the gorgeous title
cut “While You Run,” as well
18 “Far from the Sea.”

Read the complete article at
OurSMARTMAGAZINE.COM.

(ire ;__?.,\ "i'.’.lr.'f'u'.l'rj isa f'g'g,r,-'rlrr.f'
contributor o QutSmart
magazine,

FEB15

FEB19

houston pride band

PRESENTS

RESURRECTION MCC
2025 W. 11TH ST

FEBRUARY 23, 2012
3:00PM, FREE ADMISSION

www.houston band.org

" Before

Chrislopher
Wiight
Manager,

Laser Tech.

Call for your consultation.

713.942 . SKIN (7546)
517 W Gray St,
(Between Montrese and Taft]

Thank You Oulvimarl Readers!
2012 Readers’ Choice Awards
Best Cosmetic Skin Care Center 7 Years ina row!

OutSmartMagazine.comn

Tickets
- $10 at the Door

{ 21 and Up // Doors Open 8pm

| Reserved Seats | Bottle Service Available:
ndall@fbarhouston.com / 713.641.7500

THUHSHAY [/ FEB 14 // 'IHPM .
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ReadOut Shorts

The Trapere Artist
Will Davis

The Rest of Us
Guy Mark Foster

Dared: The Story of a Grunge Rocker
Nikki Palomino

too much deus ex mach
reviewer's taste. =A.C W
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Uncondltlonal Love

{1 Al e o] i~ " ot #
Oadly Normal” shows that it ¢

Can sagve a ne

ovrrt?
NORMAL

owe FAMILY'S STRUGE

rierk TEENA
werk WiS SEFUALITY

g memeth

JoHun

hen John Schwartz

got the phone call

from his wife, Jeanne,
three vears ago, he was horri-
fied to learn that his twelve-
year-old son Joseph had tried
to commit guicide. *You have to
come home,” she said urgently
“Joe has taken a lot of pills®
Schwartz recalls on page one of
his new book, Oddly Normal.

Of the couple’s three chil-

dren, the youngest son had long
been troubled. He was with-
drawn and tempestuous, often
leaving classrooms or having
tantrums. Recently, he'd been
dropping hints at school that
he was gay. This increased his
personal stress, especially when
the reactions were different from
what he expected. He had come
out to his parents several weeks
before, but they already knew
(Joe's grandmother had said she
thought he was gay even at age
three).

1E.COT

e To WEEP

Gr sow come T rERME

Oddly Normal
by John Schwartz
2012 = Gotham

{penguin.com)
304 pages, 526

Of course, it's always helpful
to have a dad who is a New York
Times national correspondent
to tell the story and do the re-
search that saved Joe's life and
helped him achieve
amazing progress
since that awful day

The couple blamed
themselves for miss-
ing signs of self-
destruetion in their
son, though they had
no reason to ha\"L' seen
Dan Savage’s “It Gets

Better” videos twhich Author
John Schwartz ing gay as a big part

have helped gay and
leshian teens ta battle
through their formative years)
or to have read data gathered hy

LGBT investigators showing gay

youngsters are likely to “experi-
ence harassment, feel unsafe in
academic settings, [and] drop
out of school” or to have found
the government report Healthy
Peopte 2010, which stated “gay
male adolescents are 2—-3 times
more likely than their peers to
attempt suieide.”

Joe's parents immedi-
ately put him in a hospital
where he could recover from
his overdose, and then asked
themselves, “What do we do
now?” They began to look at
his school, peers, social skills,
and an assessment by profes-
sionals

The first roadblock the
parents ran into was educators
and psychologists trying to
define Joe'’s problems as medi-
cal and psychological issues
“They offered a long series of
diagnozes we found confusing,

conflicting, and more limiting

than helpful” Schwartz writes.

Some even suggested Joe
should be taken com-
pletely out of school,
leaving him less likely
to go to college,

But more and more,
the couple began to
think that “growing
up gay in a straight
world was causing him
stress and pressure.
The refusal to see be-

of the picture meant a
lack of support for our son at
eritical times that could have
made an enormous difference,”
Schwartz notes.

They started working more
closely with Joe's school, sug-
gesting that, for example, —

TANKLESS e

HEATERS

SHOWER SYSTEMS @ TOTO TOILETS  KITCHEN FIXTURES » BATHROOM FIXTURES

o WATER HEATERS o TANKLESS WATER HEATERS « PLUMBING PARTS & PIPES

U-PLUMB-IT

1424 MONTROSE 77019
713.942.2277

GO GREEN AND FLUSH WITH PRIDE!

on 5;/ouﬂr" iF’ad

we're in-print and online

OutSmart magazine can be found at
more than 350 locations in Houston
and Galveston. View our digital edition
for your iPad and other mobile devices
at OutSmarthMagazine.com/in-print.

(utySmart

For advertising and subsription info. call or click:
713/520-7237 OutSmartMagazine.com

SN < o
. LAWN SERVICES
of HHouston

Lawn and Garden

Restoration * Maintenance * Design

Attorney

B JCRIMINKUIDEEENSEfRIEROBATE

ClydeWnlllams

¢» ASSOCIATES LW

Board (.}:r'h_"ﬁfd By State Bar Of Texas

713.236.0064 = chwlaw@earthlink.net

Iron and Wood Fencing
Patios * Decks * Retaining Walls
Pottery * Holiday Lighting

We Install Indoor/Outdoor
Holiday Lighting & Decor

713.502.5589
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The

Rob Schmerler
INSURANCE AGENCY

We pride ourselves in meeting all
of the GLBT community’s
insurance needs!

d
- £
—

AR,
]S

~ Rob Schmerler

Voted Best Male Insurance Agent 10 Years in a Row
—OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awardss

We offer individual and group health insurance through
several fine companies to meet your specific needs.

One-stop shapping 1or a fu
renters and life. All kinds of comm

Great rates! Full Service!
Call for a quote today!

(713) 661-7700

6575 W Loop S, Ste 185 » Bellaire, Texas 77401
SchmerlerAgency.com

H Facebook.com/SchmerlerAgency

|

o
HOUSE OF DEREON

MEDIA CENTER—

SPECIAL EVENT VENUE AVAILABLE FOR
ANNIVERSARY PARTIES
BIRTHDAY PARTIES
COMMITMENT CEREMONIES
COCKTAIL RECEPTIONS
CONCERTS
FASHION SHOWS
REUNIONS

1600 WEBSTER STREET | HOUSTON, TX 77002 |
WWW.HOUSEOFDEREONMEDIACENTER.COM
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g
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palE siyben

MAINTENANCE
?13"863-325'&

Memorial Drive

Allen Parkway

* State-of-the-Art Automotive
Repair Facility

* Mechanics Specialize in Both
Import & Domestic Vehicles

* [uality, Reliable and Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

* Centrally Located with Immediate
Access to I-10 and Memorial
Or/Allen Parkway

+ Guaranteed Parts & Services

713-457-99%°

. AUTOMOTIVE
SO SERVICE
EXCELLENCE

Monday - Friday 7am - Bpm
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he be allowed to work on a laptop rather
than writing by hand, which had always
caused him stress. If he left the class-

room, they requested that he should be

told where to go in the building to reduce

his anxiety, such as the counselor’s office
['|l_|-\' .'L|||';!q|\.' knew -]c-l' |5;!c| a low I'-'\ll'l'
ance for stress and a learning disability
that prevented him from performing on
command under a time deadline,

They eventually met with doctors and
peychiatrists whose evaluation of their
son was more direct and |3L'|_r|‘.'1||. What
medications could he need? How could
his array of symptoms be deseribed? Did
he fit into any description in the Diag
nostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Dizorders (DSM)? Did he have ADHD?
Autism? Asperger syndrome?

They also began seeking support
for themselves, meeting with PFLAG
groups, buying a baby monitor to keep
tabs on his moods onee he was home, and
working more closely with sehool offi
cials. They eventually found the Hetrick
Martin Institute in New York City, which
[-|‘l-\'|-{|l':— counseling and other social
services to gay teens in trouble. The
Center’s Youth Enrichment Services pro

gram offered a discussion group, drop-in

Davip Lorms

INSURANCE AGENT

=

LA
4% g e}

FARMERS

Home * Auto
Life » Flood
Commercial * Heaith

Espanol
s Adfuster

Hablamas

Former Ci

Voted Best Male Insurance Agent

Qutsmart Readers' Choice Awards, 2009 - 2011

Now offering life insurance
to those living with Cancer or HIV

Ly
2 * _Voted One of the
s = Best Insurance Agents

& “ OutSmart Readers " Cholce Awards, 2012

713-688-8669
DavidL2490@aol.com
www.farmersagent.com/dlorms

counseling, life skills, and even a camp
emphasizing the arts.

They had also waited patiently for Joe
to come out to them. When he did, they af-
firmed their love and support for him

Slowly, then, Joe began to make
friends, become more social, make prog-
ress in school, and move toward becoming
a strong adult with a sense of identity

For those trying to understand the gay
community, Schwartz's detailed and highly
['1';-|_IE'.=|I|l' ll||-1|-\'r 1\ an Irle':J.] t'lll11|].‘t|’)il|J1 #5] .ll'."('
tory (reviewed in the October 2012 issue of
OutSmart), a vast overview of the gay civil
rights movement. His focus is on helping
other parents and gay kids make the dif-
ficult transition from teen years to adult-
hot -g|—‘.'. here to go for |1|,'||l, what services
are out there, what medications work and
which are over-prescribed, and how to ne-
sotiate with [lllfl'.h' schools for best results.

There's no doubt, however, that without
the unconditional love of his compassion-
ate parents, Joseph Schwartz’s story might

well have turned out quite differently

For the unedited review, log on fo

DT SMARTMAGAZINE, COM.

Kit van Cleave is a freelance writer living
e Montrose. She has published in [ocal,
national, and international media.

Thomas (Tom) Poindexter
passed peacefully into the night an
January 8, 2013, in Tomball, Texas, after
a brief illness. Born February 25, 1947,
Tom grew up in Mexia and Wortham,
Texas. Tom called Houston home on and
off since the early 1970s. He received
degrees in chemistry from UT Austin in
1969 and microbiology from University
of Houston in 1979

He leaves behind his life partner, Roger

French of Spring, Texas, as well as many
family members and friends throughout
Texas. Truly a one of a kind bear.

“You did good!!"

PREPARE
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LAUNCH.

n packed w
1al tr sSmis

n
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Calendar of Events

Compiled by
Marene
Gustin

It’s the Month with Valentine’s Day!

eans Freedom to Marry

'. L L(';r' ot

Ar 'ull that m ¥ and a Bi ] Lay We

h, February: rodeo and message. Head on over to family

hearts. Particularly hearts, marriageequality.org for more
details.

Three days later, on February 17,
there will be a Big Gay Wedding

as in love and weddings. But
since you can't join all those
hetero couples getting married
Obviously, not a real gay wedding,
but a celebration of LGBT unions
Held at Resurrection Metropolitan
Community Church, 2025 West 11th

on Valentine's Day, why not join
a little peaceful protest?

On February 14, LGBT
couples meet up at the Har

Love is in
the air: (Ito r)

ris County Clerk’s Office, 201
Caroline Street, at 11:30 a.m.

to demonstrate for a Freedom

to Marry Protest. At 11:45 a.m.
they line up and march into the
clerk's office to request marriage
licenses—which will likely be

denied.

Then at noon, they all march
down along Main Street to
Houston's City Hall on Bagby
Street for another protest.
Maybe if enough folks show up,
the city and county will get the

Galas & Parties

Tomic. The Platinum rock group headlines a Mardi
Gras kick-off party. Feb. 2. Saengerfest Park, Galveston
« mardigrasgalveston.com.

Lee Brice. A concert with the country star for Mardi
Gras. Feb. 8. Saengerfest Park, Galveston » mardigras-
galveston.com.

An Act of Love. Texas United Charities kicks off its
fundraising efforts with TUC Red & White Ball featuring
a show, ratfle, a photographer, a matchmaking device,
and more. Benefits LHIL. Feb. 9. EI's, 2517 Ralph SL -
melissa tuc@aol.com.

A Toast to Your Heart. Cocktalls, dinner, and dancing
atthe 30th annual American Heart Association Ball. Feb.
9. Hilton Americas Houston, 1600 Lamar St « heart.org
= 713/B610-5041

See the Stars

Character Study. Legendary performer Lily Tomlin
delivers her unique style of theatncal stand-up in a
special one-night-only performance for Society for
the Performing Arts. Feb. 9 at 8 p.m. Jones Hall, 615
Louisiana St = spahouslon.org = 713/227-45PA. (See
interview in January 2013 issue of OutSmart.)

1 Through Feb. 3. Alley Theatre, 615 Texas Ave. = alleythealre.  org « 713/228-6737. ? Meical POA
FI.[m : : org » 713{220-5700, Auntie Shameka's Sixth Husband. A comedy about ] g or spouse? Want to see Directive o Physicians  ® COTPOTate Law
Un_mrs;lﬁ:’lzd;l;!s: Celebrating flll_ll Years. Film Camelot. L erner and Loewe's chivalrous musical. Through Feb. an urban Auntie Mame. Feb. 9 & 10. Houston Grand Opera. T13/220-5700 them cared for by you?  spaciaifieads Tt * Adoptions
Series d eb. 1-23. Museum of Fine Arts, Hous 3. Theatre Under the Stars. Hobby Center for Performing Arts, Midtown Art Center, 3414 LaBranch St. = banksbratherspro JI"f;[e mrfgm? wm: Yl.r Man. T 1 I:k||_'|||le'1! ;ljlle\r.! r;lr1 Call me, | can help,  *Wils-Probate « Contracls
INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING: a few lines of info about your event; date/time; cost; locationfaddress; organization name; and phone number. ve. »spahotiston = Guardianship * Tax Law

4
{
f
“
&
FAM

ton, 1001 Bissonnet St. » mfah.org « 713/6359-7500

Shades of Love: Romance in Contemporary African Cin-
ema. Film senies at MFAH. Through March 8. Museum of Fine
Arts, Houston, 1001 Bissonnet St = m|f-|]|nrg = J13/639-7300,
Untitled (Structures): Leslie Hewitt in Collaboration
with Bradford Young. [ he Menil Collection has commissioned
this film mnstallation on the Civil Rights er in partnership with
the Des Moimes Art Center and the Museum of Contemporary
Art, Chicago. Through May 25. Menil Collection, 1533 Sul Ross
51+ menil.org = 713/525-9400

Performing Arts

Macbeth. Verdi's take on Shakespeare’s dark tale. Feb. 1-10.
Opera in the Heights, 1703 Heights Blvd. = operaintheheights
org = 714/861-5303
Dance Master Class with Motionhouse. \aster class with
a visiting dance company. Feb. 2. Jewish Community Center,
aeswood Blvd. =spahouston.org « 713/227-4772
y Leighza Walker, Through Feb. 2, Cone Man Run-
ning !’mdm tions at Obsidian Art Space, 3522 White Oak Dr. =
obsidianartspace.org.

Chapel. Free performance by Kim Kashkashian and
the Houston Chamber Choir in honor of Da Camera’s 25th an
niversary. Feb. 3. Rothko Chapel, 3900 Yupon St » dacamera
com = 713/ 524-7601,

The Mountaintop. Katon Hall's re-imagining of events the
night before the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

it
‘w MARRIAGE

Sophia Mrouri,
Amanda
Horak,
Michael Chou,
Dustin
Rynders,

and Victor
Martinez
prepare for
Freedom to
Marry Week
events.

BOO Bagby 51 = tuts.com = 713/558-8887.

Girls Only—-The Secrei Comedy of Woemen. Ken

Henson and Tracy Ahern's improv musical comedy. Through

Feb. 3, Man Street Theates—Chelsea Market, 4617 Montrose

Blvd. = mainstreettheater.com = 713/524-6706

Mahler & Mendelssohn. Through Feb 3. Chrstoph Koenig

conducts Houston Symphony. Jones Hall, 615 Louisiana 5L

houstonsymphony.org = 713/224-7575

Ubuw Roi. Philip Hays's avant-garde foray into the nature of

greed and power. Through Feb. 3. Classical Theatre Company,

Barnevelder Movement Arts Complex, 2201 Preston St. =

classicaltheatre.org = 713/963-9665

Catch Me If You Can. /, musical about a con artist. Feb.

5-10. Broadway Across America. Hobby Center, 800 Baghy

St. = broadwayacrossamerica.com = B00/982-ARTS. (See

interview with Derrick Parks on page 39.)

Itzhak Perlman & Rohan De Silva. Viclin and plano

masters. Feb. 7. Jones Hall, 615 Lotsiana St. = spahouston.

org * 713/2274772.

Music for Peace: Shouts, Cries, . Foundation

For Music presentation. Feb. 8. Rothko Chapel, 1409 5ul Ross
* modernmusic.org « 713/529-3928

'."rle West. By Sam Shepard. Opening Feb, 8 for three

weekends only. The Country Playhouse, 12802 Queensberry

Ln. = countryplayhouse.org » 713/ 467-4497.

Show Boat. |erome Kern's great Amencan musical. Through

Feb. 9. Houston Grand Opera. Wortham Theater Center’s

Brown Auditorium, 501 Texas Ave. = houstongrandopera

E-mare ineo 1o: Calendar@outsmartmagazine.com. Man e ro: OutSmart Magazine, 3406 Auduban Place, Houston, TX 77006, Fax inrFo ro: 713/522-3275
NO LISTINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE DEADLINE DATE—5 P.M., SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9.
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Street, at 2 p.m., couples will sign
in and receive orientation before a

3 p.m. wedding ceremony presided
over by multi-faith leaders. Oh, and
there’s even a reception with danc-
ing and wedding cake that follows!

It’s all part of the National

Freedom to Marry Week, so register
at familymarriageequality.org and
join like-minded folks who believe
in marriage i_‘LII,tleﬂ.\'. You'll be doing
a lot mare for true love than just
buying hearts and choeolates this

vear. =Morene Gustin

ductions.com

Don Glovannl, Mazart's opera of power and seduc-
tion. Through Feb. 10, Ho .,, n Grand Opera, Wortham
um, 501 Texas Ave.

I.'se mesy Chaperon;_l

ward-win

Young Man frem Atlanta. Horlon Foote's drama
setin Houston inthe 1950s. Through Feb. 16. Company
OnStage, 536 Westbury Square » companyonstage.
org » 713/726-1219,

The Lion in Winter. A\ legendary king and an incom
parable queen meet for one last Winter »_L’Lil: Through
Feb. 17, Texas Repertory Theatre Co., 14243 Stuebner
Airline Rd. » texreptheatre.org » 281/ RBI J'Jj
Wilrmhrg rlm

stagestheatre.com » 713/ /5370125,
nybnume Pm'k Winner of the 201 I‘.. l...
oot : e

org » 7132274772, =

dV"E‘-St-

2012 .mdﬁleBmPlacestanEyewear
YOneo-FﬂnButEyu{DrTylu- oD)

= 2012 OutSmart Readers’ Choice

2055 Westheimer Rd. @ Shepherd
713-520-6600 | www.eyecontact.com

Eye Health and Vision Exams, Contact Lens Fittings
Huge Selection of Designer Glasses
Many Vision Plans and Health Plans accepted

Independent, privately owned

Serving Central Houston for more than 16 years

¢ Kent Schuster

ATTORNEY AT LAW

ppaniment

Houston Area by A

= Estate Planning * Real Estate

DD )'UI.I haue a pal'tnEl Durabie Power of Aftorney « Environmental Law

k 979.279.518 « kentschuster.com + Schuster442 @gmail.com
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Headshots

Perfect for:
* Unique Gifts
- * Web Identity
! * Resumes
) *Ente

InThe Heart of
_ The Heights!

vera ily”
G i)
I!" glldh i

Used Cars with Great Terms/Prices!
« Traditional Finance = 2nd Chance Financing
s Cash Cars « Buy Here / Pay Here

www.BigStateAutoSales.com

713-861-6388 Bad Credit OK!

FREE SPAY-NEUTER AND RABIES

SHOTS for cats ond dogs of
qualifying low-income clients.

REDUCED COST SPAY-NEUTER
AND WELLNESS SERVICES for
onimals of the general public

shap

SN
Stop The Cycle.

713-862-3863

FOLLOW SNAP DN
—
P-4

Mg &
maH: R

FACEBDOK COM/SNAPUS
SNAPUS.ORG
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SUPPORT
EDUCATION
ADVOCACY

Wihere
Everyonre I's
Welcome!

Helpline 713-46P-FLAG
www.pflaghouston.org

DutSmart Readers’
Choice Award 2007-2012

4 0
515 Wastheimer.713.524-7858
www hairsalonhoustonicom
Mun, - Frl, 10am - 7pm | Sal 18am - Gpm | Sun. Closed

\
7/ ANDY’S ALL-STAR

PEST CONTROL
—713-732-7742

Complete Pest Control Service T
B Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Control

This is Termite Swarming Season |
Call us to Protect your Investment

Call

W |

Andy iu - thmer

TPCL# 13553J

caleda-r continued Irom previous

Motionhouse in Scattered: A Mefear S.‘wwer nf
Ur.lhke.‘r Moments, £ mix of film and

_l |' lII ) o L€
spahouston -qu-.-l! 22
Knock Me a Kiss. Ch
poetry. Througt
ensembleho

th's drama about | me-a d
heatre, 3535 Main St »

26-March 10, Theatre Under the
Performing Arts, 800 Bagby St. Iu15|[.n * 713/
(See interview 'M"" tadie )E(Jﬂ I) 1 'K'I!»!'E 43.)
lenv.f.rry Snn Jndnlu By Diana H g

And Orher Stuff

Mardi Gras on the Island. 0ot
15 ifatl teal

veston.cd

ﬂl.'n‘"n ﬂmmpi'ﬂs

IS dYIMers. com

Golf Tour-

1015 Ileader Cup: Larry Dierker Celehr
namenl itHo

RG’d!O

AZ (Queer Music Zone) with immy Ca
marnings, 1-4am. KFFT 90,1 FM « kpft.org =
Queer Volces. Features, news, music, INTENVIEws, Teviews,
Ir|-:| ymmentary '.u'lurrl\', nights, 9-11pm KPFT 901 FM »
3+ 715/526-4000

ArT/Phorography

Claes Oldenburg: Strange Eggs, Collages. Through
Feb. 3. Menil Collection, 1515 5ul Ross St. = menil.org =
713/525-9400

Picasso Black and White. The works of the master
painter in black, white, and shades of gray. Feb. 24-May 27,
Museum of Fi!rr; Arts, Houston, 1001 Bissonnel St = mfah
org * 713/639-730(

Multlple E:hlbilinns

'-InLJ.JL,h Mduh 2 t.w le Arts Center, ¢
M'I-IIH: + |awndaleartcenter.org §/3.2d-5858.
Curtis Gannon: Never Ennluglr T"|rru" ..-1nrfﬂ 3
Galveston Arts Center, 2501 Ma el
galvestonartscenter.org »
Look to the Left by 'u'uzr'd-,' 'uugner Solo exhibition by
Houston-based artist, Tlmu.'lu\.ﬂ arch 14 *a'uum-au ar |J Thein
Waork, 1710 Lavaca Stre tin =

rnﬂyFener Free Fall.
lations. Through
L. cwersu'.'nrku 0org

1view—inciuding print
rsoffersa gimpseinto 17t
|-||.| e Tlmuhl May 5. Muse ulnﬂf.clruﬂ.ﬁ.r 5, Houst
Bissonnet St.» miah.org « 71
2013 NCECA Biennial

Ongoing exhibris at the Hous

d Cnnsrruﬂfng Somude.

I Lenter or Lonienmparany

orge 713

Ongomg

Dﬁl|§|’ (Sun -Fri.)

HIV Testing.
required ar

HIV Testing. H

HIV Testi

Lecacy Lyt

Purur

The anen 5 Gruup

i Sl':_\ -

CLinic, 9am
Brazos Rive

NG AVENUE

{nﬁlnl Nlﬂhl Club, 1

T II H

a 7 T13/8
Da||y (Mon -Fri.)
West 18th « 713/426-0027.

DBPW (Mon :‘-’rl )

T, 611 Hyoe Parx Pua
AFS: Lex

Cl'uHEJ'\ on, 1-4pm;

| \'d\' 5. HCCC, 4848 Main 5t » crafthouston

~apm; TC's
Lvoms Avenue Comic
m; Cws H

ALY

T._I\-, s Cc-a\.!.F

Weekly (Sundays)

WEekly (Mondays)

EMBud",‘ Whule Hea!th Wellness and Resﬂien(\l' eef

Manteose
CETEROrg

tion. 1tan

COUNS

counseling

Gulf Pride for Youth,

youth age:

g+ 713/529-0037
E!.llBl:n:h,,I Inlrodumnn to Yoga. Lpm \
M Branard = montrose

Depressmn Bipolar Sup;mrl Group

Center, 401

| “.i ard St = m

lBT Breast {an{er !mwwurs Suppurt Gmup

Helpmg Trnnsﬁenders ﬁncn',rmuus ;

1ard St » montiose

Weekly (Tuesdays)
EMBody: Mmdl'ulness, WE{I aelng. Stress Reduc-

Center

nard St » montrose

HATCH 5 Transgender Suppnrt Group and Speak Out
for Youth. Spm

| Branard = montrose

Week#y (Wednesdays:

5 13=20, 6-9pn

d .||||l rt group 1ar

GLBTIOA

t, Calveston = gulf
E

prideforyouth.org.
Zumba exercise class with Crystal Wal
Deréan Media Center, 22(

Hauston Pr:de Band

ndyers of @

nd.of £

107 Sh pherd

Weekly (Thursdays)

Bpm

communitycents

ﬂulLatef

Center HI'J Suppnrt Gr-oup Facilit
I-Iu |

ated L :_'.-_'.l[.:-IDLI:.‘hI
CHTITILFTIRY

nce froupe,
River Bottom,

Weekly (Fndays)
HATCH Youth Grouy o, Mon

= maniroset

Weekly (Sundays)

HATCH ‘ruuth Group. 6pm. Mon i

ISECaUNse .||-||.| ] g O-(H
Semi-monthly (m: and 3rd Fr| )
Positive Brothers Um’led a5 ple
HiV-posit nof color, 6¢
] ML ayahoocom =713 48
Manthly (1st Sun.)
Parents and Frlends oi lesbians ﬂl'ld G.ﬂrs {PFLAGJ
Houston pro {

' Munthly (st Sar J
Flrsi Saiurday Arts Markei

: Mcnthly(?ndThurs)
ﬂyan Whl!e Planning Cuunul 3 5 W
. W jston.org « 713
SPR\' Pntluclt for Senlurs
| Branard St = montrosecounselingcenter

Nahunal Leather Association- Haustun. Movie night. 7pm

k

Center, Roo

Monthl’y (an Sat ;1

AssistHers helps

Haroli .' -
Natmnal leather Assotlatlan-Houston Lea
loon. S20-+matenals. ations vary. bihouse
Monthly {Erd Sun J
LDAF Meet and Greet. Leshians Over Age Fifty meet f
1 rI|||l||."|: ontro:
juston.org = 281 1
Manthly (3rd Tues 3
Affected Eummunlt\l Committee of tf i VA
wincil. !

YLRLHIL \ on.o I" =713

Manthly {Srd Wed. ]

Log Cabin Ilepublir.ans Th fit, 812 Westheimer

Rd = lacebook.com/proups/1 fref=ts
Monthly (Srd Thurs }

HIV Testing. 1pm, Houst I

Kanest. = h

& 102199

nece

|i.|ILI‘J|f' |I-.Ih
1 5t = pfiaghouston.org
Monthly (3rd Fri.)

Triple D: kaes. Dmner, and Dlscussmn ofte

"'r'("i. 7 |
1. = houstonglbtcommunit .’P“IF'

Monthly (3rd Sat.)
DlS(B'.rEr'r Green Flea by Night. Local music, kids®
apair work nd 40+ vendor vint |L,-arl th-

sctivitios

Monthly (4th Sun )
Share with the Clear Lake satelhte of PFLAG Houston
Ina sale, ¢ al setling. 2-4pm. B 'u.:d Unitarian
Universalist CI 10 Real, Clear
|.ake = pflaghouston arg. 1

ACQUISTION - BROKERAGE
CORPORATE RELOCATION
COMHERCIAL SERVICES
DUE DILHGEMCE - LAND

OFFICE. 812 190 2452
WWW.OZENECONSULTING COM

the Art of Fitness

‘jerry

orns

NEW YEAR'S
GIFT PACKAGES
15% savings for Jan

0 years old and, ﬂroud v

certified personal fitness consultant
* 30 years experience in physical fitness
beqmn:r to advanced levels
: haping, muscle toning
programs
*cancer, HIV, Digbetes, organ rrﬂnrph t
& all other patients. Baby boo )

917 886 8844

gym membership NOT required
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Phatos by
Dalton DeHart

“Togst to g Blue Year” presented
by the Texas Democr

Party and the Harmis County
Demaocratic Party,

at Hughes Hangar

December 20

Pride Housfon presents
‘Lumiera Noveau. A New
Year's Masquerade”
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713.2254.8808
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25 pos+cards:

i} FAST, AFFORDABLE, FULL COLOR PRINTING

€

GZIIRICHMONDJAVE][77006

[ WWw. 2DAYPOSTCARDS. COM

The celebration wouldn't be complete
without honoring Male, Female, and Ally
Grand Marshals, After asking the com-
munity to submit their nominations for
*someone they feel has contributed most
to the ]suliiii‘.'i‘ 1mage .|11\'l u';l‘.!ll(lk llf I|1|_'
Houston LGBT community,” a Pride Hous-
ton committee selected final nominees to
present to the community for a vote

This year's Male Grand Marshal
nominees inelude: JD Doyvle, producer of
Queer Music Heritage, a part of KFFT
FM's Queer Vi
Houston lawyer with a long history of
fighting for the rights of LGBT and HIV-
positiv

25 and John Nechman,

CImmigrants

Female Grand Marshal nominees in-
clude: Gay Nell Gulihur, assistant rodeo
director for the 2013 Tes
Association; Liz James, chief executive
officer for the Leshian Health Initiative;
and Robin Brown, prominent LGBT

15 Gray Rodeao

event planner whose work includes the
Women of Victory 4th of July Celebra
tion and the Victory Fund Citywide
Family Picnic

Of course, the LGBT community
would be ||||\\'?|l'|'|' without 1ts straight
allies. Ally Grand Marshal nominees
inelude: Anna Eastman, Houston Inde-
pendent School District trustee who con-
tinues to advocate for LGBT students and

employees; and Januari Leo, long-time

LGBT and HIV activist who 18 currently
policy and community organizing with
Legacy Community Health Services. “All

of our grand marshal nominees have

made great strides to further and stand
for our community,” Frankie Quijano,
Pride Houston |:r'|':~'1|]='-||l, said, “They are
all exemplary people involved in issues
most important to the Houston LGB
community, and they are working to
make a better life for all of us.”

To make vour selection for 2013 Male,
Female, and Ally Grand Marshal, vote
online at pridehouston.org. —Megan Smith

Tie One On for
Marriage Equality

88, you can tie one on this

Valentine's Day, but we prefer

it to be a bow tie instead of a
vodka martini.

A group of local individuals are
coming together to support the Tie
the Knot Foundation organized by
actor Jesse Tyler Ferguson, of the
hit comedy Modern Family, and his
partner, attorney Justin Mikita.

Working with the Tie Bar
Company, Ferguson and Mikita
created a special limited collection of
bow ties with 100 percent of the sales
going to Tie the Knot Foundation

he 19th annual “Night in Black
Leather” (NIBL), at 6=9 p.m., Sat-
urday, March 9, at Rich’'s Houstan,

bewitches guests with mystery, magic, and different musical numbers, comedy, and

add an air of mystery and make a unique
event something even more special.

“The evening is a true variety show of

a thrilling live auction featuring custom
ue gift baskets, and
2013 Folsom Street

Fair in San Francisco,” added Oprea. “We

illusion following this vear's theme in

spired by Erin Morgenstern’s mesmerizing leather items, unig

debut novel The Night Circus special passes to the
The variety show is a fundraiser for
Lazarus House,
whose location
at 4106 Austin
offers a unique
multi-disciplin-

ary program
to promote the
health of the
chronically ill
ind help them
live stronger and
longer

“You need not
be into leather,
Or BVEN Wearing
leather, to at-
tend,” explained
Steve Oprea of !
NIBL Houston. 5
“It does give at i 1
tendees a chance A scene from Night in Black Leather 2012: (I-r) Jamie Guidry,
fiinaanleto Steve Carbone, Ann Marie Gill, Jason Sechrest, and Steve Oprea.
dress in leather
for one night and come together to raise
money for a good cause.”

do expect to raise several thousand dollars.
The live auction of unigue leather items

NIBL 2013 invites guests to surprise really helps us hit it goal.”
and astound, just as the book defies genres Admission is $20 per person, with
and expectations, Rachel Syme of NPR stat- tickets available at the door, 2401 San
ed, “The world of The Night Circus is elabo- Jacinto St. There will be a cash bar, with
rately designed, fantastically imagined, and VIP packages available featuring reserved
instantly intoxicating—as if the reader had seating, a dedicated bar tender, and more
downed a glass of absinthe and leapt into a benefits.
hallueination.” The official after-party is at Eagle

Jim Benton, chair of the NIBL board of Houston, 213 Milam St.

directors, selected the theme after reading About the show format, Oprea said,

the book, said Oprea. “He thought it would

1 on page 81

(tietheknot.org) in support of marriage paign where anyone whao supports mar-
equality. riage equality has the oppertunity to
The Houston team, made up of LGBT wear a bow tie on Valentine's Day, and
advocates and various not-for-profit post online.
“I hope this becomes one of those
water cooler talking
points in the workplace
where social issues and
personal stories are
shared,” Eade said.

organizations, has created a fun and stylish
social media event for
Valentine's Day.

Want to participate?
Purchase a cool bow tie at
thetiebar.com/JTF. Then,
on February 14, post a At press time, close
photo of your stylish self to to 2,300 individuals
Facebook and/or Twitter with the caption; I had committed to participate and had
Support Marriage Equality! #TieTheKnot. begun sharing with their friends. So

“The beauty of this activity isn't exclu- get busy and tie one on this Valentine’s
sive to the LGBT community, nor is it set for Day, and maybe semeday soon you can
a specific location,” said Trevor Eade, one of actually legally marry on this romantic
the organizers. “This is an awareness cam- holiday.
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Photos by
Dalton DeHart

Texans “Road to the Ring”
watch party
e

Pride Houston 2013 logo
unvelling and Grand Marshal
nominge announcement

January 17

Bunnias on the Bayou prasants
“Snowbunnias”

20

ary

713.528.1201
1201-F Westheimer
Houston TX 77006

www.copydotcom.com

PRINTS

COLOR POSTERS

GREETING CARDS| MUCH MORE
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ometimes life can be overwhelm-
ing. Job loss, bad relationships,
suleidal thoughts.

That's where Crisiz Intervention

Houston comes in, The loeal non

In Memory Of

s on Feb

ary

“(Orisis Intervention of Houston, or
more widely known as Crisis Hotline, is
a volunteer-driven nonprofit that pro-
vides anonymous callers with unlimited

access to erisis calls,” says Cagle

profit operates free, confidential, CRI S§18 “Each volunteer on the other end

anonymous hotlines, including
Crisis Hotline (T13/HOT-LINE),
Spanish Hotline (713/47-AYU-
DA), and TeenLine (713/528
TEEN) 24 hours a day, seven

of the line is trained and ready to
help the caller with whatever they
are dealing with, be it a breakup,
family drama, or a much more seri-

ous 1ssue. The conversation and

davs a week. Since 1970, trained HOTLINE solutions are tailored toward each

volunteers have answered 2.5
million ealls from those in crisis
Until last vear,
tions specialist Stuart Rosenberg, *1
was blissfully ignorant of the pain and

says public rela-

i1ssues that some of the closest people

to me were dealing with, and suicide
was effectively a foreign concept. As |
would learn, however, no one is immune.
The year began with a longtime family
friend taking her life

That was followed by
the suicides of two
very special friends—
incredibly talented
and beautiful indi
viduals who brought
unconditional love and
h;ap]nn:-m: to 80 many.
It was so difficult to
understand how those
who seemingly had s0
much to live for would
choose this path. And
then the grief was
compounded as other
friends and acquain
tances began to share
their stories of darker
times, when they had
also considered similar
fates. [ now under-
stand how a resource
like Crisis Hotline
18 80 tremendously
critical, But even more important is
penerating widespread awareness of this
trained, confidential, and caring entity.”
To that end, Libby Cagle is spear-
heading a fundraiser and awareness
event for CIH on February 25 at Monica
Pope's Sparrow Bar + Cookshop in
Midtown. The event honors the lives of
J4-vear-old James William Craig and
44-year-old sculptor and performance
artist Daniel Kayne, who both took their
lives last vear. Rosenberg is on the host
committee for the event, Pope is donat-
ing the space, food, and her signature
cocktails, and Land Rover Houston Cen-
tral 15 underwriting the evening.

Crisis Intervention Houston
crisishotline.org

713/HOT-LINE

What: CiH fundraiser & awareness evenl
When: Monday, February 25, 6-8 p.m
Where: Sparrow Bar + Cookshop,

3701 Travis Street
Tickets/info: 525 suggested donation
includes two drink tickets and hght bites
A raffie includes a Tomas Dawson Glass
painting from Wade Wilson's private
collection, Lucky Strike bowling pack:
age, a Hotel ICON overnight stay, and a
two-hour Phlash Phactory photo-booth
remtal. At press time, the host commit-
tee included Laura Spanjian, Lauren Taft,
Tom Fricke, Sarah Tucker, Chase Dreyer,
Claudia Solis, Tomas Dawson Glass, Tami
Dias, and Tricia Harrison

caller’s problem.”
Volunteers at all three hotlines,

from 15 to 72 years of age, und

al coun-

intensive training by professio
selors before starting four-hour shifts

answering calls. They use a database

of 6,500 support agencies they can refer
callers to, and CIH also hosts a support
s of suicide attempts.
“I realized that success stories
aren't abundant in
relation to CIH,” adds
Cagle. “Not becanse
there aren't any, but
because of [the need

group 1.||'|' SUrvivor

for client] anonymity.
CIH receives 250 calls
per day—about five of
which are suicide relat-
ed. [If we achieve our
goal] of creating more
awareness, those calls
will increase and more
|J|!1:|:J]|- will get the
immediate help they
need with nothing to
lose and everything to
gain. CIH needs a face
and recognition that
ean only be achieved
through |lan awareness
campaign]. This event
will hopefully reach
hundreds of people who
are not familiar with
the free, unlimited service provided by
CIH. I pray that through these efforts
we can salvage lives by at least provid-
ing immediate support and leading them
in the direction of more help.”

So check out the event at Sparrow
te learn more about CIH, Twenty-five-
dollar donations, in advance or at the
door, are requested, and the monies
raised will go to CIH in memory of Craig
and Kayne.

Whao knows, you might need CIH's
services one day, or you may decide to
become the volunteer on the ether end of
the line who saves someone’s life.

—Marene Gustin

News: Night in Black Leather

cantnued from pe

“We'll be drawing from elements of the
novel, A review on amazon.com states,
*The cireus arrives without warning. No
announcements precede it, It is sumply
there, when vesterday it was not. Within
the black-and-white striped eanvas tents
is an utterly unique experience full of
hreathtaking amazements. It is called Le
Cirque des Réves, and it is only open at
night.”

The event was first hosted by Don Gill,
whose Don Gill Productions organtzed an
entertainment show each vear Lo raise
funds for local charities, often focusing on
HIV/AIDS in the Hi

“Within the last two years, Don want-
ed to bring in some new blood,” Uprea ex-

Lon l'iHIIIIIl.'IIII'_\'.

plained. “Jim gathered a crew of folks who
have a varied background from entertain-
ment, marketing, and event planning.

“Lazarus House has and is wonderful
about getting volunteers for the event
They are truly partners in this undertak-
ing,” Oprea added. "Also, we are blessed
to have the Misfits Houston helping out
NIBL and the Misfits have a long his-
tory of helping each other at fundraising
events.”

The Lazarus House was once a four-
plex apartment in need of much repair.
Volunteers devoted hundreds of hours of
labor and donated thousands of doellars
to renovate it into a home where many
cachectic clients have found hope, cour-
age, strength, and happiness through an
lll‘;t';-.'.i';tit-f.l program of exercise, nutrition,
and spiritual awarenes:

Last year's event attracted about one
hundred guests, said Oprea. “It makes it

a fun event without being overwhelming.”

—Donalevan Maines

Milestones

DIED Manuel “Manny” Olivo, age 42,
died on Thursday morning, January 24,
in Houston. Olivo was very active in the
local LGBT community, volunteering

- | hundreds of hours to

his most beloved chari-

table organizations.
Among those organiza-
tions were Bunnies on
the Bayou, the Human
Rights Campaign (HRC)
and PFLAG/HATCH.
Manny worked tirelessly to generate
funds and attention for these groups
and more. His work earned him Vol-
unteer of the Year by the readers of
OutSmart magazine in 2010. * He was
known for his love of music, especially
Kylie Minogue. He had traveled exten-
sively following her career. - Private
family services were held on Monday,
lanuary 28, which would have been
Olivo's 43rd birthday.
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ACCOMMODATIONS

& !/l eston

-HOUSE RENTAL

tiful suites. Walk to
the S or the

$225 per night or $1250 per -.\-e.z.lx.-
Call Karen Derr at Blvd Realty
713-875-7050

BIG STATE

Very FAMILY friendly
We want to eam your business!!|
Least Expensive with Best Options
www.BigStateAutoSales.com
713-861-6388

CLEANING/MAID SERVICE

[Fr LY s A = A= R S
Kaehler Cleaning Services

RESIOENTIAL & COMNERLIAL

al |

18 |

"Continually the best!” |

Call John 713/861-6181
= kKingkaghler@sbeglobal.net

Providing profk
cieaning

Dexter’s

5 Star Service
Doing the chores you hate to do

L &

Cleaning * Bartending
Designated Driver
House/Pet Sitting or Just ask!

Bob Samora 832/252-1961
creative * professional
reliable « detailed - flexible

| COMPUTER SERVICES |

& 9

Real help. s
frTeerl. :

PC

S 1832.496.9246 8
SEEKING DONATIONS

WEST HEIGHTS HOUSE
GLBT SHELTER-AHCH, Inc.
of canned goods
Ige sale items.

Tax deductible. 501 (c)3 non profit org
Established in 1994
wwaw.ahchine webs.com

713.864.1795

Seeks dona

Available
for Clubs,
Private Parties,
& Special
Evants

oms
713-927-7301
bookings.DJS Pennington @gmail.com

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED

HOUSTON GYM
Now hiring energetic Individuals for full time
and part time. Positions available- Parsonal
Trainers & Sales Associales Experiance- retail
is a plus.. Send resumes o houstongym@
sheglobal.net

QutvSmart

ustan's LOBT Magasine

Accepting applications for
Advertising

Sales Executives

These positions are for development

of print and online advertising sales in
mullipla. markets reaching the GLBT
community. Successiul candidates must
be organized, sell-motivated, energetic
outgoing, creative and experignced in
advertising and marketing sales. Email
resume to Employment @ CutSmarthlaga-
zine.com. Fax résuma to 713/522-3275,

Attn: Greg Jeu, Publisher
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MASSAGE & BODYWORK

Reward Yourself ||

A NICE TOUCH, RELAXATION |
0F BODY AND MING BY

LEE

832.978.7017

Massage by L.T.
| SPECIAL S495%
kgall & Out ailable
mfélima amzﬁ;
281-974-7319
itk ko |00 . by 3pot Qe

';V.E} www.latinomassagebyit.com

River Oaks Center for Massage
* Sports
* Swedish
* Deap Tisswe ||
. Trl'ggur Paint

2705 '4 Bammel Lane

713/249-1469

+* BOOK ONLINE «
RoverCakeahlassageCants massagethargy com

SWEDISH
DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE
REIKI
BODY MUD
Complimentary Aromatherapy,
Hot Stone Massage and
Hot Towel Treatment

www.Romanbody.com

Brian, LMT
Licensed Massage Therapist

713-806-2199

~. " Housior

YOYO - 713-825-5649

THAT MASSAGE GUY - R]
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

» Swedish
* Deep Tissue
* Relaxation

Last Appt.
atép

Gaueria Area 713-992-2265
thatmassageguy rj@yahoo.com

RELAX HOUSTON
MASSAGE

$55
Special

= Deep Tissue or
Med. Relaxing
*Thai “lazy yoga"
*OUT CALLS
JONLY!!

'(.‘_

-
Y\ 832-322-9509

1.1.5, or 2 hrs. avail
2 hours in advance
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ROBERT RMT
[713] 824-6230
www.sites.google.com/site/robertrmt

T

Hendérs Choice Award Winner
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REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

[READ‘Y TO HEAD EAST?

Eastwood, Idyhwood or Broadmoor?

Call Greg! Let’s Talk!
Greg Shaw, Realtor

713-201-3748

GregshawB7 #comeast.nat « LicHB24687,

GALVESTON PROPERTIES
801 21st—cin 30 d 10-plex. &
ong bedraom 1 Downtown
Galveston. Leases for §475-575 monthly
Selling in its present condition. $198,500,
negotiable
3805 P 1/2—1920s raised craftman-style,
3211 5274,500
1721 Church—Victorian with garage apart-
ment 4/2/1 $289 500

David Bowers, Realtor
409-763-2800
david @ davidbowers.com

WAXING » SHAVING » TRIMMING
Conw BE, 8

by Appointment Only

713/397-3245

waxingunwantedhairéi@gmail.com

FREE CODE:
Out Smart °

For othar local numbers call:
1-888-Me

% y Cuktome
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ALL ACCESS FREE TRIAL!

713.590.9090

other cities 1.877.510.3344
1.900.255.5757 $25100min

hardlinechat.com

MARKETPLACE
AD RATES
Deadline: Feb. 15, 2013 for the
March 2013 Issue. Order by phone and
pay by VISA, MC, AMEX, or Discover
For rates and Information,
call 713/520-7237 ext. 10

IDEAL FOR INTERNS
When business or pleasure brings you
to Houston for a month or more,
why not make L'Emerson your address?

= All the amenities of home

/ 1 g ’ ¢ ldeally situated un the
("; ] G_‘\ /f‘f{’fi( e 'l\ll--l'.lnn-. .'-\lu.l'::-unl\llc.-

= Much more affordable that

a downtown hotel roam

lom Fricke, Proprietor

210 Emerson Street * Houston, Texas 77006

www.LEmerson.net

) 10
Cenee £ E{lﬂ T Lcuse Concerts presents

:::with Nancy Ford:::"

A Post-Valentine Evening of Comedy & Music

Purchase
your last-minute
LHI-Houston/Carnival
Caribbean Cruise
raffle tickets & gala tickets

at the show!

LI

5321 Dora Street
in the Rice University neighborhood

SATURDAY
Feb.16, 2013

Reception at Tpm
Show at 8pm

LIMITED SEATING
$15 / Reservations required

TheDykeShowTx(@aol.com
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| OutSmart Advertisers

ACCOMMODATIONS ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
L'Emerson Corporate Lodging Law Offices of Michael W, Gonzalez, PLLC
NGRS MikestawFirm.com . 281/412-4

Moore and Hunt Attorneys al Law
MooreandHunt.com........... T13/522-4282

Lemerson.nel

The Victorian Condo Hotel
6300 Seawall/Galvestan ~.B00/231-6363

Kent Schuster, Attorney at Law
KentSchuster.Comu. .. e
Vethan Law Firm
TexasBizLaw.com ..o
Glyde Willlams, Attorney

ACCOUNTANTS/CPAS
Gary M. Gritz, CPA
3310 Katy Fwy, Ste 310

ADOPTION AGENCIES
Lifelong Adoptions

.979/279-5118

713/784-3030

J13/526-2222

LifelongAdoptions com ...B88/A29-0891 __M.ET_OMOTIUE REPAIRS ¥
—ADVERTISING _ Tech Auto Maintenance

37 Waugh Drive ..

Media-A Team

mediAteam.com AUTOMOTIVE SALES
DutSmart Magazine Advantage BMW/Midtown
5406 Audubaon Place 713/520-7237 2101 San Jacinto & Gray 713/289-1200

Big State Auto & Truck Sales
2200 N. Shephard Dr. ..
Mamentuim Minl

10000 Southwest Fwy ... B00/557-
- ey el =T ¥ NexCar Auto
APARTMENTS/LEASING/LOCATORS 20515 145N .................281/377
2121 Mid Lane Sterling McCall Acura
2121 Mid Lane i . T13/622-2120 10455 Southwest Fwy
Chateau Dijon Garden Apartments Sterling McCall Fial

~ AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
Tejas Alr
B32/287-6117

5331 Beverly Hill 713/626-3660 10505 Southwest Fay e 113/981-3921

~ ARTISTS/ART GALLERIES ___BOOKS/PERIODICALS

f;f':'mffﬂ“m Geesm e E:[BIIDL,";IJE':LE:!\dISOII::‘J A‘.‘.S?He.rsa}s 799-8957
ASTROLOGER CARPET CLEANING

Lilly Roddy Astrology Carpet Touch
S B e e 713/529-5842 CarpetTouch.com 281/962-4000

Residential & Commercial REALTOR®
Accredited Luxury Home Specialist

I take pride in my profession...

RESULTS MATTER!

Buying, selling or leasing . . .
Pplease remember me
for all your real estate needs!

o 6hes 713.582.2202

www.LynetteLew.com
Lynette@LynetteLew.com

GARY
GREENE

84 FEBRUARY 20
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CAR WASH/DETAILING

South Beach Auto Spa

126 W. Gray T13/528-3444

CATERING SERVICES
Jim Benton of Houston Ea!enng
2811 Eastman . . T13/802-2860

House of Dereon

1550 Webster 113/ TT2-5175

~CHURCHESSPIRITUAL CENTERS _
Bering Memaorial United Methodist
1440 Harold . T13/526-1017

Living Mosaic Church

4920 Cullen Bivd. .......... ..B32/659-0686
Resurrection MCC

2025 W 11th St 713/861-9148

5t Paul's United Methodist Church
5501 Main ~.715/528-0527

_ COMMUNITY,

NONI PRUFIT
Bering Support Network

13-526-1017, axt.20
Bunnies On The Bayou
BunniesOnTheBayou.org
Houston Pride Band
HoustonPrideBand.org

Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI)
LHIHouston.org

PRIDE Houston

T13/426-5356

PrideHouston.org

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES

Computer Services by Bruce
ComputersByBruce.com .., T13/725-2230

Computer Wiz

3017 Durham, Ste 110 713/979-4500

Tany's Corner Pocket

B17 W. Dallas...coerismmren B30 T21-TE58

' FINANCIAL PLANNING
Midtawn Financial/Grace Yung

3355 Alabama, Ste 230 713/355-9833

FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS

Art of Fitness tljf JElry Marris
el .917/886-8844
Club Houston

2205 Fannin

Fit Athletic Club
FitHouston.com ...

Formula Fitness Athletic Club
CoachKimmie.com .........

713/659-4998

. T13/STAYFIT

812/443-3488
Houston Gym

1501 Durham... . T13/880-9191

Quality Life Fitness

4150 Westheimer ... T13/621-4300

_FOOD & SPIRITS
Bud Light
Budlight.com
Ketel One Vodka
... Facebook.com/ketelone

Spec's Wines & Spirits and Finer Foods
Specsonling.com....... 888/526-8787

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Earthman Funeral Directors
EarthmanBellaire.com

113 /667-6505

Pat H. Foley & Co. Funeral Home

1200 W. 34th St 113/869-6261

__GARDEN/NURSERY SUPPLY
Buchanan's Native Plants

Copy.com 611 East 11th 5t T13/861-5702
1201-F Westheimer T3/528-1200
EDUCATION/TRAINING _HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS

HCC ﬂurnrnan[!o!leqe
i ColemanConnect 101,018

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Ird Coast Galveston
2416 Postoffice/Galveston
Alley Theatre
AlleyTheatre Org ... coiciciissisnss
Arena Thealre
ArenaHouston.com . i
Bayou City Concert Musicals
BayouCityConcertMusicals.org . 713/465-6484
Crocker Bar
P Lo T R e et e

Eagle Houstan
S R i e b
FBAR

202 Tuam..

George Counlw Spuns Bar
617 Fairview .. B,
House of Dereon

1550 Webster

Houston Grand Opera
HoustonGrand Opera.org/out

JR's/Santa Fe
BOBPACITIC o it i i in

Meteor
2306 Genesee .

Montrose Munng Cnmnan'.l
805 Pacific... ;

Ranch Hill Saloon
24704 |-45 North, Spring..........

Rudyard's

LA408/765-6911
713/220-5700

713/772-5900

713/529-3355
713/236-8777
L~ 113/529-3355
L 713/5268-8102
< T8/ TT2-8175
. T13/228-6737
713/521-2519
. T15/521-0123
... 713/519-7488

281/298-3035

2010 Waugh.. . T15(521-0521
Society for the Perlurrmng Arts
SPAHouston.org. s 13 227-4772

South Beach
810 Pacific Street.

Theater Under the Stars
U TS COM i iernia

- 713/529-7623

713/558-TUTS

NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 Westheimer....... S——— Ly

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC _

Complate Clinic

B313 Southwest Fwy, Ste A-200
1415 Hwy 6 South, Ste A-200...... 281/495-5866
Kirby Health&Weliness

3930 Kirby Dr. Ste. 108.....ciicin

713/526-5252

Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP

1006 Missour:

D. "Woodja" Flanigan, MS, LPA
2600 Southwest Fwy, Ste 409
Daniel Garza, MO

2523 5. Shepherd, Ste 805
Enod Gray, LOSW, CSAT-5, CGP
2630 Fountainview, Ste 225..;....

Ken McLeod, LCSW, ACSW
5909 West Loop S, Ste 480 .

Mantrose Guun:selillu Center
401 Branard... - 113/529-0037

Denise 0'Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCOC, AN

5730 Kirby, Ste 510, . 113/524-9525
HUherlSnEllglove. LMSW-ACP

4617 Montrase, Ste C206............. T13/522-7014

Christine Wysong, RN, PMHNP, BC
3310 Katy Fwy, Ste 310............... T13/B63-7400

713/527-0000
}HI.'SH‘J a804
. 281/610-B190
T13/781-7272

- 113/628-1776

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS

Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
4000 Washington..... - 113/518-1411
FLOSS, Dianna INIIdu. oDs
514 Elgin, Ste A...

Cory Logan, DDS
iEOWaugh DF rorovenemmsremmpmerereeerss 1134 94 2-8508
Bruce W. Smith, DDS

1006 MISSOUM oo icviviivisriinions

. 713/942-0101

L T13/529-4364

HEALTH CARE-MASSAGE THERAPISTS

Alan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch
. T13/942-0923

Ryan Fugate, RMT
ryanmassageworks

Joel Leal, RMT

w1 13/269-7926

. 113/397-8808

HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

Houston Eya Associates
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101
Jofte Medi-Center

5420 West Loop South..., 866/

.713/668-9118

6994

— HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS
Bnuuque Eye Care
ead

2502 Wo

713/528-201
Eye Contact
2055 Westhe

Eye Elegance

713/ 520-6600

estheimer T13/622-4411
Eye Gallery, The
18068 Westhe 713/523-1279
Eye to Eye
132 W, 19th 51.. S T

Spectacies on Montrose
1317 Montrose Ste. 2 ., 713/529-3937
_HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD
106 Westheimer, Ste A
Gordon Crofoot, MD
Donnie Harvey, MPAS, PA-C
5701 Kirby Dr, Ste 1230.......

F'h','sil:nn's Advanced Fitness Medicine
dvancedFitnessMedicine. com

713/942-7546

713/ 526-0005

I3

UT Physicians Health Genter

6700 West Loop 5. Ste 520 713/572-8122

HEALTH CARE-PLASTIC SURGERY
NuJduv Plastic Surgery Center
16605 Southwest Fwy, Ste. 175, 281/846-4892
HEALTH CARE-SERVICES/PRODUCTS

HACS
2150 W. 18, 5te. 300.............

.832/435-0692

Legacy Community Health Services
215 Westheimer..........o.ccoocrereee 1 13/ B30-3000

Ryan White Planning Council
RWPCHoustan.org................... 713/572-3784

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE

Helghts Dermatology & Aesthatic Center/
Ripesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland ... .. T13/BB4-2650

Skin Renalssance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
106 Westheimer, Ste A ... 713 /942-7546

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Ashly Fine Rugs
2020 Kirby D i i

Cantoni
G889 Westheimer ... e
Consign It! Furniture

1212 Westheimer ...
BO30 Hwy 6M., Ste.C ...

WT13/426-5454
113/787-9494

el 1135241212
... 281/656-2222

Frog at Home
2427 Westheimer.. e

IKEA
B DL [ ——

Post Modern Traditions
PostModernTraditions.com ...,

713/840-0844
713/688-7867

713/750-9891

INSURANCE AGENCIES/A

GENTS

Larry B. Lipton/Alistate
LiptonAZency.com .2 81/580-2510
David Lorms/Farmers

E. TC lester@ Loop 610............... 713/ 68A-BEEY
Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers/
Rob Schmerler

6575 W. Loo p South, Ste. 185... T13/661-7700
i JEWELERS
LW. Marks Jewslers

5841 Bellaire Blvd

Silveriust

1338-C Westheimer

. 713/668-5000
T13/520-5440

LANDSCAPING/LAWN

A.J.'s Landscapin E-Desujn Inc,
AslLandscapin wmsisssansans 1139570449

Lawn Services of Houston

awnServices of Houston.com...713/502-5589

__PARTY SUPPLIE

Arne's

1830 Hicks 713/868-B321

_PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Andy's All Star Pest Control

PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES

Arne’s

1830 Hicks 713/869-8321

Midtown Veterinary Hospital

1434 W. Alabama T13/528-4900

Last Wishes/Animal Hospice

1302 Waugh T13/452-0474

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Dalton DeHart Photography

DaltonDehart.com 713/622-2202

Yvonne Feece Photography

yvonnefeece.com 5 it BT6-1053

David Lewis Images

DavidLewisImages.com.....m....... 713/240-5508
POOLS/SPAS oy

Bration Pools

www.brattonpools.com e 281/988-7700

;e _PLUMBING

U-Plumb-1t

1424 Montrose 113/942-2277

Village Plumbing & Appliance
5403 Kirby T13/224-DRIP(5747)
PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

2daypostcards.com
621 Richmond

- 713/224-8608
Copy.com

1201-F Westheimer...., 713/528-1200

~_REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE

Buildwealth Mortgage
AOURRETBLOM s lsorilisscsistiniond

Teus Mortgage
1776 Yorktown.......

832/220-3212

. T13/275-9387

~ REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

Clayton D. Boone/State Farm
2027 5. Shephard, Ste.B............s

Fam Ellis/State Farm
5900 Memorial, S1e. 301 e

B32/701-1200

713/869-7263

Bob Beszborn/Boulevard Realty
1545 Heights Blvd . ...281/650-2726

David Bowers/The House Company
DavidBowers.com/Galveston ....403/763-2800

Mike Copenhaver/ReMax Metro
2626 Richmond .. ..

Karen Derr/Boulevard Really
1545 Heights Bhvd ...

Robert Derr/Boulevard Realty
1545 Heights Blvd ...l

Pam Efferson/KellerWilliams
5050 Westheimer, Ste 200...........

832-415-8484

713/875-7050

T13/875-7049

713/822-8555

602 E. 201th

Katz's Deli & Bar
bl16 Westheimer

Eric Gage/ReMax CityWiew 713/B62-3344

CallGage.com.... 181/703-9096
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
] 713/942-6857

713/521-5838
Laurenzn's
{.yumle Lew/Prudeniial Gary Greene 4412 Washington
Lyactielew.com TSRtz Pepper Jack's Mexican Grill & Car
0zene Realty Consultants 419 Travis
ozeneconsulting.com..... - 832/390-2452 Skewer's Mediterranean Cafe & Grill

Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors 2991 Richmond 713/5599-1444
5023 Washington... . 715/868-7226 Tila’s Restaurante & Bar

Richard Ray/John Daugherty Realtors 11115, Shepherd 113/522-7654
520 Post Oak Blvd 713/351-4674

Mare Ruiz/ReMax Metro

SPECIALTY RETAIL

2626 Richmond 832/415-8484 Executive Adult Video Superstore & Theater
Tim Surratt/Greenwood ng 14 Morthwest Fay s 713/462-5152
713/320-5881
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty TANNING SALONS
1802 Broadway/Galvestan 409/765-8837

Eclipse Tanning
Pal Walker/Keller Williams Realty 415 Westheimer
5050 Westheimer, Ste, 200..........713/412-5682
Andy Weber/John Dﬂugl-mrh.I Realtors

520 Post Oak J o T13/T724-4306

T13/520-6611

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS

Premier Wireless
12220 Murphy Road..

. 281/575-8500

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS o :
il i TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
1308 Cantina E— -

1308 Montrose 281/807-8996 nquarosr GLBT Cruises

afestCruises.com

392-9058

ﬂ.HIddII'I
912 Westheimer 713/942-2321 Concierge Travel, Inc
4920 Mimosa ] 7136612117
GCate Adobe

Gayribbean Cruises
GayribbeanCrurses.com

2111 Westhermer ... _713/528-1468
B77/560-8318
Dessert Gallery 11156

DessertGallery com 713/522 99599
Giacomo's

1215 Westheimer 113/522-1934
Gloria's

2616 Louisiana .GloriasRestauranis.com

Jenni's Noodle House
3111 5. Shepherd
2027 Post Dak

.. 113/523-7600

4
713/621-8200 OurSmarr advertisers!

Right now is the perfect opportunity to be proud of who
you are; to be compassionate to yourself and to others;
and to show gratitude to those you love and truly appreciate.

Thank you again to my OuiSmart readers for voting
me best astrologer again for all of these many years.”

LILLY RODDY

i
o9 Q¢

ASTROLOGER

o, o, o, o, -,

L) . [ A ]
O e © O

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

o Past Life Regressions

]
Wt 4

Reiki Master

o Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

GIFT CERTIFICATES » CREDIT (

713.529.5842

lillycath@aol.com « www.lillyroddy.com
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Easter Weekend
SATURDAY, MARCH 30™

DJIRENE

BIOPACIFIC STREET | 713529 S0BE | WWW THEREDPARTY INFD

TAKE YOUR CHANCES ON A
GREAT NEIGHEORHOOD BAR ON
THE WAY TO YOUR USUAL SPOT

;‘OI.IS'EOI\! 1$

There’s always something gning-"_:_r
TONY’S CORNER POCKET
Nightly Specials - Call for Details
Cold Beverages & Hot Guys!

817 W. Dallas = 713/571-7870
Ample Secure Parking

—_—
(s —
o
—
s
—
C—
Qg™ 0y,

@’

2010 WAUGH * 713.521.0521
11:30mM—2am EVERYDAY
WAW . RUDYARDSPUB.COM

HOUSTON'S DANCE BAR FOR MASCULINE MEN SF-f

FRI-SUN | 213 MILAM ST | EﬁGLEHOUSTON.CQM | (713) 236-8777

Saturdaysi&\Wednesday|

Largest Gay Pool Tournament at Bpm

-Sat Tam-Zam ﬂpﬂl’l Poul Sluﬂ Well Vodka
L Bpm 9-Ball

Jlll'ldl} 12pm - 2am

Your Country Sports Bar

www.GeorgesCountrySportsBar.com

617 Fairview » Houston, Texas » 713,528.8102

facebook.com/fharhoeston
twitter.com/fharhonston

cAaard Winning

I bBoutigue clubbing

MOST SUPPORTIVE OF THE
LGBT COMMUNITY

86 FEBRUARY 2013 OuwtSmartMagazine.com

Houston
13 ENTERTAINMENT
e THE EAGLE 1 BEHIND
1w Hes wrrsold and £ Rudy WHO: BeaurHeyen
aturday, 9  WHERE: Eagle Houstan,
\ ours 213 Milam St., downiown
BAYOU CITY BAR & GRILL L = eaglenoust m = 28! ﬁl,‘{!g[t‘hﬂll ston.com
Wild and 0 O {a tunies for ths lvely T13/236-871
E)'S . . WHAT'S u& The bar for mascu-
cated o the western iront of Montrose, EFs e line men i full swing weekly
from Fri ~Sun. with unique
i theme parties, brand-name Dis,
and hi-tech lighting/sound. I
joins the list of Eagle bars
EVO around the world

BLUR

Fa e el METEOR
BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM R | it 4 . he men of Manwaich a

MICHAEL'S OUTPOST
GEORGE ery Atwond, Clay Howell, Neil Ma

" 7135

GUAVA LAMP { « 713/5729-7488

THE RIPCORD

RUDYARD 5

RANCH HILL SALOON

HoME oF THE COLI BEER
& THE WARMEST WELCOME

& | JOIN US FOR @

i Voled One of the Best PI(H es Iu 2 ‘;ir p
& One e Best L B s
m

OPEN DAILY IPM-2AM rr.n‘ur.'_|'|i'.i||_r.' om 281-298-9035

If you want to drink, that’s your business.

If you want to stop, that’s ours.

wbar.cor

the trnenc
Hundreds of meetings a week in your area. patio bar
Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org

For general information visit: www.aa.org comerpocketbarcom,.

MONTROSE MINING COMPANY

2 e " 1 nda & two-tier Back t 1
Fairview = 713/5 101 UiNdays w11 ack paktio bar

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS | | oot o o,

Bar & Club Guide B AR RN S

THE USUAL

VIVIANA'S
{rae alike 4624 Dacoma = 715/pA1-4104
Beaumont

ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO

Bryan/College Station

HALO VIDEOQ BAR

Clear Lake/Webster

CLUB PRIDE

Galveston

JRD COAST DOWNTOWN
st berause te owners moved the

PINK DOLPHIN

ROBERT'S LAF[TTE
Aneighborbood

JErLUarcom
Spring

RANCH HILL SALDON

¥ Recent event photos on
- the website:

Agt OUT/Alley Theatre
Black Tie Dinner

Need a professional photographer for your special
event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202.

| Wiant My OSIV

You can pick up the print version of
OurSmart magazine the first week of each

month at any one of our 350 distribution
partners. Below are just a few.

Spectacles

BOB Pacific » TT0DG

Chelsea Grill

4621 Monrase « 77006

HEIGHTS
Walgreens
850 Studewsad « T7007

LIPPER KIRBY
Giacamo's
3216 Westheimer » TT088

WEST
Alief Branch Library
1979 §. Kirkwood = 77072

CLEAR LAKE
Spec's
1033 Wast Bay Area Bivil,
« 11550

GALVESTON
Masquito Cale

N G Vdth Street » 77550
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Plan Early

.-'1/?["!'0'""'}" !'..I'}a"l’_]'."“.f_"'." of travel and communic “ation) goes re a"""tflh'f on Febru ary 18

CITYVIEW

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated
AlyView.com

G-_;r your activities planned & bol yur farmily
manth, as Mercury { : You want 1o be clearer about -
comimunica their expectations and the

"\w* «*

18. A

ary

the plane

NTLCealtTs

T IR eI T s

AQUARIUS (January 20-February
18). This month the planets enter
the talent and resources area of your

rsponsibilities

e creative, and this

€ 3 great time to

“At Stering McCall Acura we are friends of the community,
| wouid ke to personolly invite you out 1o our dealership.

i Mars Is first : : horoscope, so you'll be looking to We want 1o be your new and used vehicle destination.”
i Aquarius until some humor has crept back make the best use of those resources. SAGITTPNRIUS( November 22— 3
| your life With Mercury retrograde there, you Decen
i may take a fresh look at something 3 .
you've done before, and this is an S
excellent time to revisit things. ( fl\‘
i Jupiter rem Personal self-worth is very strong ACUF{A MJ&EE‘;&E% 2365
! N SCOro, '_|['I|I|-.'- If a this month, so you won't be able to EMAIL | MCHA “'STEHUNGMFM LACURA.COM '? 'E
and Pluto in Capr tolerate ungracious people. You are
vl m still focused primarily on your career and
{ ARIES (March 21-April 19). As h 1onth and getting your life in order, family. You may have to have o
i opens, you are still busy with we some work done. An vl
i fairly e social life. The early par hear from (or abaut ¥
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Specializing in primary care with careful expertise
in HIV and infectious disease.
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Full-service dentistry & Cosmetic procedures
Provider of 3 invis & & INVISAliON{,,,

Don’t forget to FLOSS!

FREE TEETH WHITENING FOR LIFE!

with cleaning, exam & x-rays. ($350 Value)
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. . ?{Est «7—~ Best Female Dentist: Dr. Dianna Wilde CA L L TO DAY!

o One of the Best Male Dentists: Dr. Clint Herzog
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BRIGHT BEAUTIFUL & VIBRANT

SMILES

FOR DISCERNING HOUSTONIANS

COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL CARE + GORGEOUS COSMETIC SERVICES
TOOTH WHITENING AND ZOOM - CERTIFIED INVISALIGN PROVIDER
BOARD CERTIFIED IN CONSCIOUS SEDATION
FINANCING AVAILABLE + HELP WITH MOST INSURANCE PLANS

= ACTUAL PATIENT
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BEST DENTIST 2000-2012
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