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SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 2013
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Legacy Community Health Services
1415 CALIFORNIA IN MONTROSE

Vermont Terrace $649,000 Marconi Vistas From the $690's
Offering complimentary <
LIFESAVING TESTS & SERVICES 7% |

for uninsured or
Junder-insured

LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL & TRANSGENDER-
IDENTIFIED WOMEN & TRANSGENDER MEN

« Mammograms with The Rose & UT MD Anderson
Cancer Center

« Pap/well person exams & blood tests with
Legacy Community Health Services

Michigan Ave Houston $547.700 sawyer Heights Cottages From the $3%0's

Montrose Sawyver Pl._'}l L

+ Heart & vascular risk assessments with Center
for Women's Heart & Vascular Health - Texas
Heart Institute

« Talk with OB/GYNs: Dr. MaryAlice Cowan,
Dr. Cynthia McNeil or Dr. Xiomara Santos

* Plus A LOT more health & wellness
services & information
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Equality, a po

LHI eliminates barriers to healthcare through Access, Education and Advocacy programs

*Registration for screenings is required.

To register, email: info@LHIHouston.org or call 713-426-3356. Please provide your name, 713-868-7226
phone number & email address. For more information, vistit www.LHIHouston.org q k

e;"ful prescription for health.™

West Drew Courl From the $470's Peden Sguare $56%,600
Manirose Montrose

www.UrbanLiving.com

5023 Washington Ave
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You have the power to change and save lives - spread the word about LHI’s biannual Healt Houston, TX 77007 s B Rt et

Lesbian Health Initiative of Houston, Inc. | 401 Branard, Housten, TX 77006 | 5010c)(3) nanprofit. Est. 1992
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Season 7

Come watch Houston's premiere singing competition
every Thursday night starting May 9.
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GOES
WITH
BLACK.

INTRODUCING MINI PACEMAN.

With go-kart handling, lounge seating
for four and a sophisticated take on
iconic MINI design, the new MINI
Paceman is the perfect companion
after dark or any other time.

MSRP starting at $23,900.*

MOMENTUM MINI
10000 SOUTHWEST FWY
HOUSTON, TX 77074-1202
888-777-4081

MOMENTUMMINILCOM

*MSRP includes destination and handling charge
of $700 and excludes title, li , registration,
taxes and options. Actual pri determined by
your authorized MINI Dealer. 12 MINI USA,
a division of BMW of North America, LLC.

The MINI name, model names and logo are
registered trademarks.
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Just add
sunshine.

outdoor sectional

*55014¢

Last year’s price $700/14pcs
irmudu Two :ur?mémw ang-seat sections, four seat pads
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LIVE BOLDLY.

L.'\/E IN LUXURY

MOUNT VERNON=

4408 MOUNT VERNON - $645K
2475 sqft | 3 bedroom | 3.5 bath

4410 MOUNT VERNON - $629K
2525 sqft | 3 bedroom | 3.5 bath

Mount Vernon is designed by award winning architect James Evans AlA,
Collaborative Designworks. Mount Vernon is a contemporary GREEN home, LEED
& Energy Star Certified. This 2400+ square foot home is just minutes from downtown
and will not be on the market long.

Our team of architects, interior designers and construction managers ensure that
our homes are built with the best materials and conform to the highest industry
standards making Mount Vernon stand out from the rest.

DECARDI DEVELOPMENT GROUP LLC.

www.DECARDI.net

Please join us at Bethel Church, UCC

No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, YOU are welcome.

1107 Shepherd Drive * 1 Block North of Washington Avenue
www.bethelhouston.org ¢+ 713 - 861 - 6670

God. is still qf?eakm
UNlTED CHURCH
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COMLESLELEUS

& TEST DRIVE THE ALL NEW 2013 LINCOLNS

PLANETLINCOLN.COM | SPRING, TEXAS

NEW 2013 LINCOLN

MKZ
*369 wsis

$369 LEASE 39 MONTH RCL BASED ON £35882 DOWN PAYMENT
+ 3369 15T MO PAYMENT + D0 FEE « ACC) FEE + TTAL ISTOTAL
DUE AT SIGNING, NO SEC DEP. REQUIRED. WAC THRLI
LINCOLN AFS. VINE 3LDRENOTL EXP. 0430013

S412 LEASE 39 MONTH RCL BASED ON $3,B62 DOWN PAYMENT +
$412 15T MO, PAYMENT +DOC FEE + ACD. FEE + TTEL IS TOTAL DUE
AT SIGNING. NO SEC DEP, REQUIRED. WAL THRU LINCOLM AFS.
VINZ 2LDBL 5975 RCL CUSTOMER CASH OF 1000 ASSIGNED
BACK TO DEALER. EXP 043013

LET US TREAT YOU TO A NIGHT AT THE MOVIES!

TAKE A TEST DRIVE
& PRESENT THIS
AD TO RECEIVE

A GIFI' CARD'

Gift card valued 2 to & local movie theater, no alue, while supy

: W

COMPUMENTARY 4YEAR, 50,000-MILE BUMPER-TO-BUMPER MANUFEACTURER WARRANTY. INCLUDES OIL
E  &FLTERCHANGES, TIREROTATIONS & MULTIPOINT INSPECTIONS. FULLY TRANSFERABLE

We’ll Buy Yours, Even If You Don't Buy Ours!
PLANETLINCOLN.COM

20440 I-45 NORTH, SPRING, TEXAS 77373

888-621-7952
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Randall & Sherry Reed, Owners




SPRING INTO LUXURY

FORT BEND &I»

“Where you're always treated like family!"

3 919,995

The 2013 Kia Optima from FORT BEND KIA.

A charismatic blend of stylistic ingenuity

and technological innovation - step into

luxury with a 2013 Optima at 0% APR from
FORT BEND KIA.

26633 Southwest Freeway
Rosenberg. TX 77471 100,000 MILE
866.979.7494 - www.FortBendKia.com LA

FORT BEND KIA 105

0% ON A KIA OPTIMA

DR. JULIET FARMER

Therapeutic Optometrist

GIB EYE Z‘:CARE

2502 Waodhead « Houston, Texgs 77019=713-528-2010
www oUtiqueeyecare.com

10 MAY 2013 OutSmartMagarzine.com

NOW PUBLISHING IN OUR 20™ YEAR!

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief Creg le
Associate Publisher Tom Fricke

Creative Director/Entertainment Editor
ise DiStetano

Production Manager Caleb Smith

Contributing Writers ich Arenschigldy
= v Bankstan Trov Carningte

Photographers/illustrators
Account Executives

| Web Editor Ar

| National Advertising Representative

OUT

COMMUNICATIONS

Subscriptions: 527/
E-mail: lettersi@outsmartmagazing
Website: v OutSmartMagazine.con

actepled. No manuscript returned w thout SASE

V veriFED

HOUSTON'S

MOST EXCLUSIVE
COLLECTION OF
DESIGNER FRAMES

EYEGALLERYHOUSTON.COM —

1806 B. WESTHEIMER
HOUSTON.TX 77098
713,523 1279




NBA’s ]ason Collms Comes Out

by Joe Sterling and Steve Almasy, CNN

t's the biggest move of his career and

it’s off the court, Jason Collins, wha

played with the NBA's Boston Celt-
ics and Washington Wizards this season,
has disclosed that he is gay, making him
the first active openly gay male athlete in
the four major American pro team sports,

The center, who said he is now a free
agent, made the disclosure in a column
appearing in the May 6 issue of Sports
THustrated.

“1 didn’t set out to be the first openly
gay athlete playing in a major American
team sport, But since 1 am, I'm happy to
start the conversation. I wish I wasn't the
kid in the classroom raising his hand and
saying, ‘I'm different.” If | had my way,
someone else would have already done
this. Nobody has, which is why I'm rais-
ing my hand,” he wrote.

Collins also wrote that the killing of
three people at the Boston Marathon per-
suaded him to make an announcement
Things can change in a moment, so why
not start living more truthfully, he wrote.

On Twitter, Collins thanked everyone
who sent him messages of support. “All
sceived today is truly

the support 1 have re
inspirational. I knew that [ was choosing
the road less traveled, but I'm not walk-
ing it alone,” he wrote.

Sports lustrated’s managing
editor said Collins was reticent
about being a flag bearer. “It is a
much simpler, more personal rea-
son, He wants to have a family.”

Chris Stone told CNN, "He wants

the same life that his twin broth-

er, Jarran, has. This is a secret

he's kept for a very long time. He didn’t
even inform his brother that he was gay
until late last summer. , . . So much for
twin telepathy.”

Jarron, who played in the NBA for
ten seasons and was Jagon’s teammate at
Stanford, tweeted to his brother; *Very
proud of you.”

“Jason Collins has forever changed
the face of sports,” said the Human

12 MAY 2013 QutSmartMagazine.com
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Jason Collins, who played with the NBA's Washington
Wizards this season, has disclosed that he is gay,
making him the first active openly homosexual athlete
in the four major American pro team sports.

Rights Campaign, a civil rights group fight-
ing for gay rights.

It likened the announcement to Jackie
Robinson, the first African-American to play
in major league baseball in the modern era.
“At a time when millions are reflecting on
the life and legacy of Jackie Robinson, Ja-
son Collins 15 a hero for our own times,” the

“If | had my way, someone would

have already done this. Nobody has,
which is why I'm raising my hand."

group said.

Former NBA player Charles Barkley,
now an analyst for Inside the NBA on TNT,
told CNN that active players shouldn't be
surprised that a teammate is gay. “I think
anybody who thinks they never played with
a gay player is an idiot,” he said on AC360.
“] played with several gay players. It's their
own business, and I think they should get to
he who they want to be.”

Collins is a seven-footer who has played
with six NBA teams—the Wizards, Celtics,
Atlanta Hawks, Minnesota Timberwolves,
Memphis Grizzlies, and New Jersey Nets—

15 Canter recenes widespreaa suppi

over the past twelve seasons. He has
averaged 3.6 points and 3.8 rebounds

in 713 eareer games, and he has had a
great deal of playoff experience with the
Nets (who have since moved to Brook-
Iyn) and the Hawks.

Momentum had been growing in
recent months for an active player in
the National Football League, National
Hockey League, National Basketball
Association, or major league baseball to
come oul.

Just a few weeks ago, the NHL an-
nounced a new program teaching toler-
ance and giving support to gay athletes
Commissioner Gary Bettman said the
agreement made the NHL's policy of
inclusiveness “clear and unequivoeal.”

“While we believe that our actions in
the past have shown our support for the
LGBT community, we are delighted to
reaffirm through this jeint venture with
the NHL Players' Association that the
official policy of the NHL is one of inclu-
gion on the ice, 1 our locker rooms, and
in the stands,” Bettman said in the joint
statement with You Can Play.

And NFL player Brendon Ayanbade-
jo, the New York Times reported, has
been in contact with closeted players in
several sports. “What we're trying to
facilitate is to get them together and do
what they want to do, do what is right

for them,” he told the Times.

In February, former profes-
sional soecer player Robbie Rogers
announced on hig blog that he is
gay. His former 11.5. teammates
showed solidarity in response to
the news

Though reaction to Collins’

announcement also was overwhelming
support, not everyone had a positive

response. .
I conbnued on page 97
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ith over 900 physicians

board certified in more than
80 specialties, our doctors are ready to
care for you and your Specific health

needs.

Our select clinicians specializing in
HIV/AIDS including primary care and
HIV pregnancy care bring forth the
latest treatments through clinical trials

and evidence-based medicine.

The faculty of

Thg UN IVERSITY OF TEXAs MeDICAL ScHooL AT Houston

We have two locations for our HIV/AIDS clinic:
UT Physicians at Texas Medical Center
6410 Fannin, Suite 600
'Houston, Texas 77030

and

UT Physicians at Bellaire
6700 West Lobp South, Stite 520,
Bellaire, Texas 77401

I'T* Physicians

Tng new patxents
mU’IPhys:cxans com | 1-888-488-3627




Police Officer

in Iconic Boston
Marathon Bombing
Photo Is Openly Gay
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2013 Pride Superstar
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Boston Globe photographer John Tlumacki
snapped this Boston Marathon bombing
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Although he

Eleven Pride Superstar finalists from Saturday auditions are
(1-r) Patrick Montoya, Freddy Cauley, Juliana Wathen, Leo
Laredo, Wendy Taylor, Victoria Bryan, Morena Roas, Hector
David Avellaneda, Jenna Thong, Vernone Malik Garrett, and
Cody Ray Strimple.

for more than $5,0

Pride Superstar
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Find free, fast and confidential testing near you:

HiVtest.cc

IC.gov/stronger
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£ /TestingMakesUsStronger

Our status is
powerful information.

It helps us take better
care of each other.




What is STRIBILD?

STRIBILD does not cure HIV- 1

mfectlon or AI DS

IMPORTANT SAFETY
INFORMATION
What is the most important

information | should know
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious
side effects:

Build-up of an acid in your
blood (lactic acidosis), w!

You may be more likely to get
lactic acudosss or serious liver
problems if you are female, ver

Worsening of hepalltls B (HBV)

infection. If you also have HBV

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:
Take a medicine that contains:

For a list of brand names for these
medicines, please see the Snet

S ary o the follow ] pages
Take any other medicines to
treat HIV-1 infection, «

I Vi |

What are the other possible
side effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD
may also include:
New or worse kidney problems,
including kidney failure. Your

) to stop taking S RIBIL D,
Bone problems ncluding bone
) =5 getting soft or thin
vhich may lead to fractures. Your
wider may da tests to
JLI i"\":r“.
Changes in body fal an happer
eonle taking HI I met

CINEs

Changes in your immune system.

une system may get

The most common side effects

f STRIBILD include na

HArrned. | |l LT | £a tl care BT Jce
it vou have any side e

bother vou or ( lon't o away.

What should | tell my
healthcare provider before
taking STRIBILD?

All your health problems. Ge
sure fo tell your healtheare provider
f you have of had any kidney, bone,
or liver problems; including hepatitis
virus infection:

All the medicines you take,
including prescription aned

and herbal supplements, STRIBILD
may affect the way othermedicines
wark, and other medicines may
affect how STRIBILD works Keep
a list of all your medicines.ana
show it to your healthcare providet
ind pharmacist, Do inat start any
1ew medic while taking
STRIBILD withetit first talking
h yeur healthcare provider

If you take hormone-based
birth control (pills; patches; nngs,
shats, ':'ll_'_,l!
If you take antacids. Take
antacids at least @ hours

: fler you take

before o

STRIBILD.

If you are pregnant
an o betome

\,ll )"('J ur
vitlEr
me pregnant

while taling STRIBILD.

If you are breastfeeding
(mur )or plan ta
! Do net
. HIV=T can
& passed to the baby
in breast milk. Alse,
some medicines in
STRIBILD can pass
into br milk, and it
i this can

e baby
You are encouraged to report
negative side effects of
prescription drugs to the FDA.
Visit www.fda.gov/medwaich,
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summany af
full Pres ":L\ir‘.g Intormaticn with
important warnings on the
following pages

criptian medicines, VitEmins,

! STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as
= = acomplete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in
' adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines

before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS.

started my
_personal revolution

, : ; Talk to your healthcare provider
| | | '_ - about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

Ask if it’s right for you.

sTRIBILD' 10 @

elvitegravir 150mg/ cobicistat 150mg/ emtricitabine
200ma/ tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300mg tablets



Patient Information

STRIBILD™ (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets

Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information,
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is STRIBILD?

= STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adults who
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD is a complete
regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines.

= STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease
HIV-related illnesses.

= Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body fluids
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of
sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information | should know
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including:

1. Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic
acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar
{nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

= feel very weak or tired

= have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

= have trouble breathing

» have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting
« feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
« fegl dizzy or lightheaded

» have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2. Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Gall your healthcare
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms
of liver problems:

« your skin or the white part of your eyes tums yellow (jaundice)
e dark “tea-colored” urine

* light-colored bowel movements (stools)

» |oss of appetite for several days or longer

* nausea

« stomach pain

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3. Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse
(flare-up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “flare-up” is when your
HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

= Do not run out of STRIBILD. Refill your prescription or talk
to your healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

» Do not stop taking STRIBILD without first talking to your
healthcare provider

= |f you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to
check your health often and do blood tests reqularly for several
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you
stop taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
= adefovir (Hepsera®)

» alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)

» cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)

= grgot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine
mesylate (D.H.E. 45%, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®,
Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®™, Wigraine™,
Wigrettes®), and methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate™, Methergine™)

» |ovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)

= gral midazolam

= pimozide (Orap®™)

= rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)

» gildenafil (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems
» simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)

« friazolam (Halcion®)

= the herb St. John's wort

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1

medicines, including:

 Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®,
Viread®, Truvada®™)

» Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir
{Combivir®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, Epzicom®, Kaletra®,
Norvir®, Trizivir®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:

= See “What is the most important information | should know
about STRIBILD?”

» New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check your
kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. Your
healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if you
develop new or worse kidney problems.

« Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD.
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may
lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to
check your bones.

« Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump"), breast, and around
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health
effects of these conditions are not known.

= Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution

Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your

immune system may get stronger and begin to fight infections that
have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare
provider right away if you start having any new symptoms after
starting your HIV-1 medicine.

e
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The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
* Nausea
* Diarrhea

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that
bothers you or that does not go away.

» These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more
information, ask your healthcare provider.

» Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects.
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should | tell my healthcare provider before taking STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions,
including:

* [f you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including
hepatitis B infection

« |f you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if
STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider
if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD.

— There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in
this registry.

« |f you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD.

- You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of
passing HIV-1 to your baby.

- Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD can
pass into your breast milk.

- Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take,
including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins,
and herbal supplements:

» STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other
medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.

* Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the
following medicines:

- Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc)

- Antacid medicines that contains aluminum, magnesium
hydroxide, or calcium carbonate, Take antacids at least 2 hours
before or after you take STRIBILD

- Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high
blood pressure

- amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone™)

- atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)

- bepridil hydrochloric (Vascor®, Bepadin®)
- bosentan (Tracleer®)

- huspirone

- carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegreto®)
- clarithromyein (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)

- clonazepam (Klonopin®)

- clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene™)

- colchicine (Colcrys™)

- medicines that contain dexamethasone

- diazepam (Valium®)

- digoxin (Lanoxin®)

- disopyramide (Norpace®)
- estazolam

- ethosuximide (Zarontin®)
- flecainide (Tambocor®™)

- flurazepam

- fluticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus,
Flovent™ HFA, Veramyst®)

- itraconazole (Sporanox®)

- ketoconazole (Nizoral®)

- lidocaine (Xylocaine®)

- mexiletine

- oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)

- perphenazine

- phenobarbita! (Luminal®)

- phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)
- propafenone (Rythmiol®)

- quinidine (Neudexta®)

- rifabutin (Mycobutin®)

- rifapentine (Priftin®)

- risperidane (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)

- salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination
with fluticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)

- sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil (Cialis®) or vardenafil (Levitra®,
Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare
provider or get medical help right away.

- tadalafil (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial
hypertension

- telithromycin (Ketek®)

- thioridazine

- voriconazole (Vfend®)

- warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)

- zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking
STRIBILD without first talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.

Issued: August 2012

) GILEAD

COMPLERA, EMTRMA, GILEAD, the GILEAD Logo, GSI, HEPSERA, STRIBILD, the STRIBILD Logo,
TRUNMADA, and VIREAD are frademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc., or its related companies. ATRIPLA
is & tradermark of Bristol-Myers Squibb & Gilead Sciences, LLC. All other marks referenced herein
are the property of their respective owners.

£ 2013 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved, STBCO004 03413




by
Susan

ell, I'll be damned.
We should have seen
Lll'll‘i COmIing, _\-IH'[E'I

Carolina just checked in to the
Loco T,!HL,'.:[‘. Best I ¢can tell, the
Second Amendment up and shot
the First Amendment with an
assault rifle, unproveked and with
what little available forethought
there is in a southern state.

Remember that thing about
freedom of religion? Deader than a
mink coat

North Carolina
Republican state

legislators have

LInfon?

You know the United States of
America? It appears that North
Carolina is not all that fond of the
United part. Or the of, And even the
America part 1s suspicious as long
as that Kenyan communist is in the
White House.

With a little help from my erystal
ball, I thought I'd advise the news
media about the entertainment they
can expect once North Carolina goes

hallelujah rouge and the steeple

"The Second Amendment up and shot the

Bankston Is North CarcIi"na its Own Country?

+ frem Hho
T e

Who will be in charge of skimming
the hillbilly off the water atter the
dunkings. I dunno. That has not
been decided vet, but probably the
loser of the next NASCAR event
will be 1n the running

Japtists will still pretend not to
see each other in the higuor store
They will still have bars and dance
halls in North Carolina, but they
will be renamed Holy Water and
Rejoicing Centers. They will be no
fun at all

And all them Jesus-
hatin' communists who

are too chicken to kill

Land Rover Houston Central’s 3rd Annual

) RAINBOW
<ROVER
e QN THE GREEN

presented by

Legacy

First Amendment with an assault rifle,
unprovoked and with what little available
forethought there is in a southern state.”

\P .'Lbunge presented by J AGU AMR

someone for stealing a HOUSTON CENTRAL

proposed having

an official state teevee or for lookin’

religion, If you're funny at their wives will

asking vourself how
that can happen,
since America was founded on
freedom of religion, then you have
to admit that you slept through the
“Southern Ways of Gettin’ around
Crap We Don't Happen to Cotton
To" lecture. In this same proposal,
North Carolina would declare their
state exempt from the Constitution,
court rulings, and lawfulness in
general. You know, like they

are their own country, and darn
tootin’ no Kenyan socialist in the
White House is gonna tell them
\'.'h:-lt to do.

They wrote a bill that says each
state “is sovereign” and courts
cannot block a state “from making
laws respecting an establishment
of religion.” Sound vaguely
familiar? It should. It means they
have decided that the Civil War
should be decided on the best two
out of three,

20 MAY 2013 OutSmartMagazine.com

people are running the place like a
Dixie hoedown

There will be changes made, by
gawd: “I'm Proud to Be an American
North Carolinian Southern Baptist”
will now be sung at all Duke
University BlueDevils Red Angels
basketball games.

Some freedom of religion will be
allowed. You are free to be a Southern
Baptist, a regular Baptist, a Free
Will Baptist, a Jumpin' Jehoshaphat
Holy Roller Baptist, or an Our Lady
of Perpetual Virginity Baptist
Methodists will be tolerated but
not liked. Catholics will be looked
upon with suspicion, but, of eourse,
that's no change from today in North
Carolina.

Smokey Mountain National Park
will become North Carolina Hills of
Galilee and Hallelujah Lord Theme
Park. The Sodom and Gomorrah ride
will be closed on Sundays. Oh hell,
who am I kidding? There's no Sadom
and Gomorrah ride.

The historic coastal city of
Wilmington will be renamed The
Baptismal Font of Glory and Washing
Away of Sins and Warts, where
genders do not mix because of all
those wet T-shirts after the dunkings.

have to move to New
Y:ll".'\', '-\'lJ‘.'Ti' P il[]bt'lf‘-'

J:5||_;;]h lines are crooked. Them's the

rules, vou Yankee first-amendment
sumbitches

Now, on the other hand, if there
is an upside to this—and there is
always an upside—think for just
a minute about what this means
that San Francisco can do after it

secedes from the Union

Susan Bankston lives in Richmond,
Texas, where she writes about her
hairdresser at The World's Most
Dangerous Beauty Salon, Inc., at
juanitajean.com.
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by i T -
araces. The Aging Population

oday, due in large part to ad-

vances in medical technology,

life expectancy has significant-
ly inereased. Back in 1900, the aver-
age person in the United States lived
only about forty-seven years.
Yet, just a little over a cen
tury later, many I_II'II!I]E' are
living well into their eighties,
nineties, and beyond. While
longer lives are typically considered
a sign of positive progress, more
Vears can pose several challenges to
individuals—primarily in the areas
of healtheare and lasting retirement
income sources

Increased longevity creates an es-

pecially difficult situation for those in
the LGBT community. One reason for

this is because in most cases, LGBT

individuals must generally plan for retire-
ment income as if they are “single”—even
if they are involved in a long-term domes-
tic partnership.

Even those who reside in states that

Increased longevity creates a difficult
situation in the LGBT community.

support same-sex marriage are treated as
single individuals, and oftentimes when
one partner passes on, the other is not
eligible for spousal pension or Sacial Secu-
rity benefits

The igsue of retirement benefits can
be a difficult one for most LGBT couples.
This 12 because many company retirement
plans specifically state that only surviving

legal spouses (using the federal definition

of marriage between one man and one
woman) or children are eligible for
survivor benefits.

One way to help combat this is to
take advantage of Individual Retire-
ment Accounts (IRAs) as a means
to save for retirement. The pro
ceeds from these types of plans
can go to a named beneficiary,
and funds can transfer to that
person Lor persons) outside of E_Il"-_ll_";lll_‘.
The same may he true for some 401(k)
and 403(b) retirement plans—provided
eficiary

that the employee names a ben
to receive the proceeds of the plan at
the employvee's death

Although [RAs and other qualified
retirement plans do not allow domestic

partners to roll proceeds directly into

their own IRA like a recognized legally

L
o
3
]

ELIMINATE THE
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Custom technology to
treat nearsightedness,
farsightedness, and

Dr. Kevin Merkley

Medical Director : :
astigmatism.

ACT BY MAY 31st

Save even more
with your Flex Plan or
Health Savings Account!
ASK US HOW!

OVER 20,000 PROCEDURES
PERSONALLY PERFORMED
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CALL JOFFE FOR YOUR =2 (S0 22210

SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Personalized | You could get
|  follow-up care and
‘ free enhancements,

because we care, life savings.

life changing results
without spending your

CALL 866
OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM

5420 West Loop South Bellaire, TX 77401

' AND FOR MORE DETAILS!

See for yourself why Joffe is the Smart Choice for LASIK

Flexible financing plans
and Best Price Guarantee
to make LASIK more
affordable than ever.

685-699
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married couple can, an individual may

desi te his or her partner as the plan

beneficiary,

This can accomplish several things
First, it will ensure that your assets are
distributed to the person (or persons)
that you intend them to go to. In addition,
designating your partner as your [RA or
401(k) plan beneficiary may also protect
these assets from probate.

Other key areas that can affect LGBT
seniors include:

* MEDICARE AND MEDICAID BENEFITS

® S0CIAL SECURITY

o LoNG-Tt CARE

* ESTATE PLANNING

Meoicare anp Mebicaip

People often confuse Medicare and Med
icaid, as their names gound similar. How-
ever, these programs are quite different
Medicare is considered an entitlement pro
gram that is received regardless of one’s

asset and income level, whereas Medicaid

||I_',||"|,"| is based on a “mearn est

Medicare is essentially the

VErn-
ment-sponsored health insurance program
for those who are age sixty-five and over,
as well as for certain disabled persons
who are under sixty-five. The Medicare
program deesn't provide medical care di-
rectly, but rather it pays doctors and other
medical service providers directly for their
services, or reimburses patients who have
paid bills themselves.

Currently, Medicare consists of four
parts. These include:

* Parr A - HOSPITALIZATION
"B = Docrors’ SERVICES
8 vt

* Part D - PrEscripTioN DRUG COVERAGE

e Pa

® Part C - MEDICARE

W TAGE

In most cases, Medicare Part A is
free for participants, provided that the
individual paid Medicare taxes via wages
during their working life. Medicare Part

B, however, requires a monthly premium.

In 2013, the Medicare Part B premium is
$104.90 per month. Should an individual
opt to go with Medicare Part C (in lieu of
Parts A and B) and/or Part D, a premium
will also be required.

Although Medicare is considered good
coverage by many, the program leaves a
large number of “gaps” in terms of cainsur-
ance and deductibles that must be paid
out-of-pocket by enrollees. For example,
in 2013, if an individual qualifies for
Medicare-covered skilled nursing home
benefits, only the first twenty days will
be covered in full, and days twenty-one
through one-hundred will require a co-
payment from the patient in the amount of
5148 per day.

In order to help fill in some of the
gaps in Medicares coverage, many indi-

viduals purchase Medicare Supplement —

2 o
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MARK B. LEVIN
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Call us Today
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Legal Needs
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insurance, or “Medigap.” This type of insur-
ance 1s specifically designed to supplement
Medicare’s benefits. There are several
Medigap plan options to choose from, de-
pending on one’s specific coverage needs.

Medicaid, the other government
healtheare-related program, is considered
by many as being welfare. This program
requires that one qualify for health-related
benefits based on an asset and income test.

When applying for Medicaid, federally
recognized legally married couples are
allowed certain income and asset protec-
tions (based on each state’s definition
of the poverty level) for the “community
spouse,” provided that he or she remains
in the eouple’s home while the other 1s
receiving care in a skilled nursing facility.
Typically, this allows the non-ill spouse to
keep a percentage of the couple’s combined
assets, as well as receive a small monthly
“personal needs” allowance. LGBT and
unmarried same-sex 1'4!'.|!]|.l-- are not ar-
forded these protections

Because each state has leeway in de-
termining the amount that is considered
“poverty level,” the means test for Med-
icaid qualification can vary depending
on where an individual resides. In most
cases, though, Medicaid benefits should be
considered the payor of last resort when

all other options have been exhausted

SociAL SECURITY

Currently, the Social Security Act does
not recogniie Same-sex ]J;11'1I'Il;'l"-|‘_.lzj.‘|.
Therefore, LGBT R_'[Juljlf,‘.\: are III::._‘\' entitled
(] thl-]l' ij|1ii\'](|ll:i| Social :“"L't'ul'i[}' bene-
fits. This means that there are no spousal

or survivor benefits given to a surviving

partner when the other passes away—po-
tentially leaving a large gap in retirement
income for 1||€‘ !'lil"\'ll\'llll

In addition, non-biclogieal children of
one partner are not entitled to receive any
Social Security benefits upon the death
of that partner—even if that partner was
providing the primary or sole support for
the child

LonG-Term Care
Living longer usually means that one’s
odds of r.-:tuiri ng long-term care Services
will inerease, In fact, statistically, nearly
half of all persons who are age sixty-five
or over will require care for at least some
period of time,

In 2013, the average annual cost of
a semi-private room in a skilled nurs-
ing facility hovers around $80,000—and
the cost of receiving care at home can be
even greater, depending on the type and
amount of care that is received. Because
these costs are typieally not covered by

regular health insurance, they can take a
real bite out of one’s savings.’

Medical conditions that require the
services of a doctor or registered nurse
typically qualify for Medicare coverage
although this care is usually limited in
length. However, custodial care—the need
for assistance with daily activities such as
bathing and dressing—does not qualify
for Medicare coverage, leaving most indi-
viduals to pay for such care either out-of-
poeket or via a long-term care insurance
policy.

Today's long-term care insurance poli-
cies usually cover care that is provided in
a variety of different settings—including a
skilled nursing facility, an assisted living
care facility, and in the recipient’s home.
Recently, many insurers have begun to of-
fer a premium diseount on policies if both
domestic partners apply for and obtain

coverage at the same time

PLanniNG Your EsTate

When planning your estate, it is impor-
tant to keep in mind that intestacy laws
1.e., dying without a will) do not favar
LGRBT couples. Most states believe that
the “natural” beneficiary is a decedent’s

biological family—regardless of how

Primo Outdoor Living
Creative Environments

Masterfully Built

832-588-7733
Pri ivi

Info@PrimoOutdoortiving.com

46" LED
Flat Screen HDTV!

[ LIred

srhile oo c [net)
DI 3

CALL TODAY!

distant they are.

With this in mind, the avoidance of
probate is essential. One way to accomplish
this is through a living trust, which can
allow individuals to transfer assets into
a trust. Suh.-e-qut-m Iy, a trustee is then
named who is allowed to control assets dur-
ing the lifetime of the trustor.

Another way to avoid probate is by
having property and other assets auto-
matically transfer when the holder of
such assets passes away. This can be done
through a transfer on death, or TOD, pro-
cess. Oftentimes, joint tenancy with right
of survivorship (' TWROS) is used for this
purpose as well

[n any case, purchasing a life insurance

policy that names your partner as beneficia-

ry can help to provide him or her with the

funds they need for future living expenses

When planning your long-term finances,

it is essential to keep in mind that all situ-
all for a plan that fits in with your

this, all

specific needs and goals. Giver

planning should be conducted using quali-

fied professionals who are well versed in the

areas of both tax and finance

(frace S, Yung, CFP, is a certified financial

1 experience in help-

ner

|."n"u.'.u'..'." piract

mestic partners plan their finances
sinece 1994, She is a principal at Midtown

Financial LLC in Houston
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Blake
Hayes

“ e created you! We're the

factory you came frr

I'm chopping vegetables

to make soup as [ catch up witl
motn over the phone, asking her,
“How is it that moms always seem to
know about their gay sons?”

The question came up while we

were talking about the Suprem

Court decisions |||-11'|:_=. handec W
this summer. Luckily, we're on the
same side of this argument. “T really
don't get the other side. As people
realize being gayisnota big deal
their argument is getting harder and
harder to make,” she says

riends are

Most of my mom’

on the same page, but she still has

the -'L".'.i-in'_];|| .;\'\'|-;‘.'\ ard Crocery
store run-in. “[I always tell them
that being gay] iz something about

you ----|\---_'i.l!|\ H ] sense

|-!t].“l||'|'|l ”‘V\ile

I'll eut them off before

Someone 15 g

a gay joke or

that happens. I'll say,

Yeah, he's in radio and a

big gay-rights advocate,

because he's gay, And he

lives in Texas now, which 1 was a
little worried about, but he loves it.

And they just hear the gay part as a

part of you. It turns it into a positive,

and you can see that person learn
:—|||'.:|-I|'.]i|;_' a

“They leave that conversation
thinking a little bit differently,” I say

“Right,” she says. “And vou save

them the embarrassment of saying

something terrible to someone’s mom,”

Moms can be our greatest allies
and our proudest supporters. But de-
spite her obvious acceptance and ad-

vocacy, 1 didn’t come out to my family

until [ was twenty-two. No surprise;
they already knew.

“We talked about who my first
crush was,"” | say

“Michael?”

“Yep! | remember coming home

from school on that first day of kin-

Moms Always Know

AW Witn my

dergarten, when they put me on the
wrong bus.”

“And then when you went to his house
for a play date,” my mom remembers, “you
wouldn't leave my lap. He was plaving soc-

cer with his older brothers, but you wery

like, ‘1 really wanted to play with him alone.™

“Right! “Why is he playing with all
those older boys? I just wanna play toys

inside with him

“And this was another indicator,”

she says. “The first back-to-school
we had, in kindergarten. You insisted

his outfit—a plaid t

this patterned clip-on tie, and striped

pants. It clashed. | said, ‘Blake, you don't

need to dress up,” but yvou were insistent

on wearing it. Finally [ said, ‘Just let him

wear the damn thing' So we got to the
school, and vour teacher, Mrs. Rhodes,

just gasped and said, ‘Blake, you look so

, yeah, you were moving to this place
for two of you, but with one bed—

it was pretty clear!”

handsome!" And you turned around and
looked

happy with vourself. ‘I look handsome!

at me—"See’?!” You were just so

Told ya so!™

“See,” I reiterated. “I already knew
how to put an outfit together. Even if 1t
clashed.”

“Yep!" she laughed

“Isn't it ridiculous that some people
think being gay is a choice? Obviously, |
have always been!”

‘.",JH when vou were even _‘,!III'.I;'I'I',“
she recalls, “when | worked at the after

school program and you were like one

and a half, you used to clog around in the

high heels and dress-up stuff! And the

it I3 Just loved VOLL. That older kid .[‘t'li'.i_'\,

a kindergartener, used to pinch you when

[ wasn't looking because he was jealous
over how much attention you got from
the girls. The other boys would be play-
ing with their trucks, but you wanted
to play dress-up with the girls, in high

12 around.”

heels, L'|||;_;' 1
For the record, I gave up the heels by

age three

Despite this early lamboyance,
I didn't come out to my family until
[ finished college and moved to New
York, though at that point it was all but
acknowledged

“Daddy knew when he moved you and
Brendan into your aunt’s apartment.”

“Oh, he did?" I came out three
months later, but wasn't sure he al-
ready knew

“Well, v

this place for two of you, but with one

»ah, you were moving t

bed—it was pretty clear

Since then, My mom and the rest of

my family have been nothing but sup-

portive 1 |!|-|u-ll|.|t S00T1, ;u--;||-- won't

have to come out, When do |'-lc.' have

to come out as heterosexual?

“Yeah, it's like the law—innocent

until proven guilty. Straight until prov-

en gay,” I say, and my mom laughs

"But it's ¢l

ging,” my
mom says. “Look at someont
like Neil Patrick Harris

He plays a womanizer on
that show [How I Met Your
Mather], but he's also so

open about his famaly, and

now he and his hushant
have kids, He's such a success. Having
people like him coming out is a huge
service to kids who are -‘1|'L|!:z:|i||g‘..
but see him
And say, T ean do that.'”™
“Right. ‘1 can be that,” And the more

|J|_--.|ij|l,' who come out, early on, that are

lent, low-

high-profile, strong, self-conf
able people—like you—the faster it'll
change. Hopefully, soon,” she continues

“coming out will be a thing of the past

And people can just be who they are.”

“I love vou, too. Now eat some of

's to hoping. 1 love you.”

that soup—you look too thin.”

Happy Mother’s Day, Mom.

Blake Haves is the morning host at Mix

96.5 KHMX
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insurance needs!

! ot Eric Roland took OurSmasr to
Robert and Troy at Mineral Beach  Istanbul, Turkey
in the Dead Sea below Masada
in Isragl

&
Check out these fabulous events
o co-sponsored by OurSmart

FARM £ o, and our marketing partners.

1\ f May 4 & 5, 11 & 12: 39th Annual June 1: Houston Pride Band presents
ROb SChmerIer Galveston Historic Homes Towr, The Great Outdoors. INFO
, benefitting the Galveston Histarical houstonpndeband.ong
Vated Best Male Insurance Agent 10 Years in a Row Foundation, INFO: galvestonhistory.org
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Flowers Make
a House a Home

by Marene Gustin

Photos by Yvonne Feece

eed to freshen up your abode and grounds? Why not take some tips from

award-winning floral designers on how to decorate with flora, both inside and

out? At the recent Houston Galleria Primavera Fashion Show, all three major

floral and garden awards were won by members of Houston's LGB

community.

Glenwood Weber took Best of Show and People’s Choice Award, A.J.'s Urban Petals took

home the award for Best Overall Floral, and Best Overall Garden went to Erin Spencer and

her business and life partner Marjory Hawkins, owners of Theme Designs Studios.

Keep it Simple When Adding Floral Touches

And other tips from Glenwood Weber

C;m'l_ afford an interior
decorator and new
furniture, or don’t have

the time to spruce up your
home with fresh paint and
new carpets? Don't worry—
sometimes the simplest little
touches can make your place
look new for spring. Glenwood
Weber of Glenwood Weber
Design has some excellent
ideas that won't break your
bank.

Weber should know his
business—he's been i it a
long time, “All my life!” laughs
Weber.

Or, pretty close to it. Weber,
born and raised in Corpus

Christi, rebuilt an old lawn-

OutSmartMagazine.com

mower with his dad when he was
nine. Next thing he knew, he had a
thriving lawn-mowing business in the
neighborhood. Then his dad bought a
greenhouse, and young Weber started
growing tulips to sell to H-E-B. “T put
myself through college doing that,”

he says. College was Texas A&M Uni-
versity, where he studied horticulture
and floral design. He got hooked on
floral design after attending his first
floral show in New York City.

“I wanted to design gardens, but
also design floral arrangements for
events and homes,” says Weber. So
he eventually opened his own busi-
ness, Glenwood Weber Designs, where
he and his eight employees do both
The single, forty-geven-year-old lives
upstairs from his Montrose busi-

ness, He plays piano and
owns two beautiful dogs: a
seven-month-old yellow Lab
puppy named Dahlia, and a
three-year-old Cairn terrier
named Jueves (Spanish for
Thursday, the day he got
him). “We love nothing bet
ter than to euddle up in bed
and watch Sex in the City
reruns,” Weber says.

And yes, he does have
a beautiful garden that he
enjoys tending, and he says
that if you have even the
tiniest piece of dirt, you can
plant flowers that can be
used to decorate your home.
“The easiest way to gpruce

up the indoors for spring —#

There's beauty in simplicity: Glenwood Weber has
some excellent ideas that won't break your bank.
Opposite page: a few of his floral arrangements.
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Flowers Make a House a Home

continved from page 30

is if you have a flowering vine, passion
flower, Clematis, or sweet pea,” he
says. “Just cut a few blooms .1m‘i put
one each in a shot glass. Put three
glasses across a bathroom vanity or
kitchen windowsill.”

Voila, instant festive décor,

Weber also suggests planting high-
producing flowering or fragrant plants
such as hydrangea, roses, gardenias,
or a Japanese water iris. “With those
blooms you ean put little bunches in
.l-'.l:“"-‘ vases and make a collage of them
on a table.” Weber suggests hitting
Ikea for inexpensive glassware for
your designs.

“A long line of vases with cut flow-
ers makes a great design for a dining
room table,” Weber explains. “It's

elegant and stylish, inexpensive, and
really the easiest thing to do.”

Perhaps even easier is Weber's
tip of just clipping a stem off a bush
to use as Iirli-mr along a fireplace
mantle. “You ean decorate with potted
plants indoors, too,” Weber says. “But
be aware that they have a date stamp.
People tell me they don’t have a green
thumb because their plants die. You
can get a nice indoor plant at any
grocery store in town for twenty dol
lars, and if it lasts for a month, you've
gotten your money’s worth.”

So just go buy another one. He
suggests ferns and potted herbs as
nice touches that will last longer than
flowering pots.

Weber looks for something a bit
more unigue than “grocery-store ros-
es” when doing floral designs. “This
time of vear, 1 like working with lime
green as a color,” he says. “I'll work
with grasses and succulents. For a

But What about the Garden?

Tips from Theme Designs Studios and Patiogate.com

{ you're lucky enough to have

that backyard garden, you'll

want to hear from Erin hp(nu-r

of Theme Designs Studios and

Patiogate.com, the winner of Best
Overall Garden at Primavera 2013.
Spencer and her business and life
partner, Marjory Hawkins, love the

outdoors.

“We have open windows and

MAY 2013 QutSmartMagazine.com

doors at our West Houston home look-
ing over the backyard,” says Spencer
“We love to entertain family and
friends with cookouts. I have a fire pit
and two grills. A sample menu might
be a big rib eye with squash, broceoli,
and asparagus. I love to grill veg-
etables, and Marjory is a baker. She
makes great cakes.”

The couple met twenty-four vears

flower, he thinks a pink heart (a hot-pink
version of a Wandering Jew) produces
wonderful decorative blooms.

Of course, if you don’t have a garden
or your own window boxes or herb pots,

you can still buy cut flowers and greenery

and display them in simple glassware,
vases, or whatever’s on hand to perk up
your abode

Oh, and don’t be afraid of the orchids you
see for sale. Nu, [l|.|;_\.' won't last forex er,
but they are beautiful, and Weber says
they are actually easy to care for. “Stick
it in a decorative pot,” Weber says, "and

just give it an ice cube once a week.”

Glenwood Weber Design
805 Hyde Park Blvd.
713/295-1498
glenwoodweberdesign.com

ago at a nightelub in Florida and
have been together ever since
Spencer is an alumnus of North
Carolina A&T State University
and worked as head landscape
designer for International Paper's
25,000-acre township in New
Hampshire. Hawkins has a
strong horticultural background.
She started as a designer and —+

Winning view:
= one of Theme
Designs Studios’
colorful front
yard landscapes.
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the right design. “There are de- > g ey e o
: grees of grandeur,” says Spencer. . . v :
“Decide what you like and get - 'I
rid of what you don't. If you don't it £ L |
like it now, you won't like it later. | :,: |
Make a list of what you want. 1 i =
have a list for our backyard. I'm I' a 2 "I = LB :
' e still working on it. i 4 | 4 4
'_‘ __ / % e Tey “For dn-il-_\,-pur‘ﬁﬂlﬁe;‘&. I'd ] o ' _ :
- L . say take that list and make a 4 DOIA. D : .
]. M], LF;- ,: scerapbook, clip photos you like { ] = W3
=) o ’ . and download pictures from the
| | M . Internet, make sketches and .
i‘ . o doodles. Take measurements Lo . b
; '-. and, if you can, get some graph }t ——— -
i ": paper and plot it out.” ) . 4
\ ' Love to entertain outdoors? ' 3 i ;
£ Then start out by defining your 1) F - [ o
P b o entertainment area. As Spen- )
cer says. form follows function. ; ! = =3
: A Do you need a table for four or : /"’
z y e twelve? Also consider whether | \ :
= H 4 g b Al 1 i you'll want cooking items, water
#‘:r ; g ; J o8 treatments, or mayhe a pergola. e )
7 : 9 - 1 : Oh, and where will you get " . i * -
= : / all these things if you're creating J by ;
<, ' 3, S vour own perfect garden space? .
i Well, for the DIY set, Spencer
and Hawkins have started a
second company. Patiogate.com <
sells everything from fire pits to - i
that pergola, which comes as a
kit that vou build complete with .
. ¥r red cedar slats and hardware to ALy |* =TT
F i e, : create the perfect patio shade. . i
s 1*;‘:?“1:*. e They also sell faux rockwork,
NN 2 "-Ir"_,.ﬁ%"' wood-burning and electrie fire- ’“’
g G e places, outdoor kitchen appli- .
e - ) RO e ances, and lighting. Some of the i
Design duo: Marjory Hawkins (I) and Erin Spencer, winners o_f the 2013 Best Overall most popular lighting details are
Garden award at the recent Houston Galleria Primavera Fashion Show. tho Tempest tardhes— twirling
towers of flame that light at the e
Flowers Make a House a Home properties and loved the city. It's filled touch of a button. o el > :
. with the most dynamic people I've en- So what are you waiting for? ;
continued from page 32 3 - ; : ;
countered anywhere. If you're talented, Planning and creating your very
grower (45,000 flowers per season) they don’t care what color you are or who own outdoor getaway will be fun, C(}mpar‘y O & UIC [IC ESlVie 2 Lollection avallable e velv at o |
for seven golf courses with clubhouse you sleep with.” Just don't forget to invite us to @ Ousto OWTOO Also fea o bedding 05 accessories & fab |
tournament events. Since that time, The duo has designed outdoor spaces that first backyard cookout. = = =
she has created and installed foliage that make your head spin with beauty: g, '
and floral packages in over 300 res- the Kemah Boardwalk, Rainforest Cafes Theme Designs Studios | 3 !f?f
taurants, hotels, casinos, corporate worldwide, and even the famous white 8712 Beverly Hill Street Nl
offices, golf courses, and hospitals tiger lair based on the ruins of an ancient 713/278-9344 -‘.’JI : The Frog
nationwide. Maharaja's temple at the Downtown theme-designs.com o/ : ’-(El i:— TT 0 q-}] N
In 1993, the couple started Theme  Aquarium. patiogate.com i a v AL 10T !
Designs Studios in Houston. “My And they do some fabulous residences Rl e o seoa 35 = ) I
it R Pt Bpencer BYE: itk b ar il Haniion Neti te oo ot ' Houston: 2427 Westheimer, 713.840.0844 ¢ Galveston Island: 2701 Broadway at 27th St., 409.762.3764 |
“We came here to work at Landry's swimming pools, and outdoor kitchens. Smemcan, m Showrooms open Tuesday- Slll'lda}'. MOﬂda}’ b}’ A]Jpc}intment |
But theyre not intimidated by tiny out- INTERCR i
door spaces. Spencer says even a small NDUSTR sarvarsar puy .“.-E O DT HunierDouglas I
yard u]a)m be a Eetreat from the world with PN WWW. 11‘0"“‘%& tome.com { *q 27
]
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You’ve Got the Garden Built, Now What Do You Plant?

% Business is
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“I guess business is my hobby,”
laughs Benys. “I used to love water
sports, but as I get older, T like to
bike more, especially on the beaches
IIJl\ our ‘1‘.'!'\ eston ||l||lll|'."

One of the services A..J's Land-
seaping & Design offers clients i1s a
seasonal spruce-up. “A lot of clients
tend to do their own yvards and gar-
dens,” Benys says. “But you can get
behind on your pruning and plant-
ing, so we'll come out every spring
and fall for a spruce-up.”

By June and July it's probably too
late to prune much, and you'll need
to be selective about what you plant

in the heat. Benys suggests the hardy

and beautifully blue periwinkle, the
sun-loving moss rose, and the color-
ful and aromatic lantanas.
Seasonal plants will last any-
where from two to six months, says
Benys. But here’s an idea that you

can use to spruce up your vard and
garden anyvtime of the yvear: potted
plants. “You can use potted plants
s !'III.iH‘!H' or out l'l.l“'rl accent .‘." .‘:CI.\-C"\
Benys, whose Urban Petals sells a

variety of pots and decorative con-

tainers.
“For outside, the best are made
of clay,” he says. “Plastic sweats and
causes root rot. But for indoors, or
say a baleony that wen't support
heavy pots, we also sell polyresin

pots. They can be designed to look

like terra cotta or porcelain pots and

containers.”
Benys says pots can be great
for vegetables, greens, or flowers.

Jut whether you're planting in the

ground or in a pot, Benys says your

first consideration should be whether

it is sunny or shady. “That’s what
will determine the kind of flowers
you want to lmt ”Il'l'l-,” he adds.

As for his own garden at home:
“I like to mix pastels to go with the
peachy color of the house where the
front yard is shady. The backyard
gets very hot in the summer, so 1 do
a lot of tropicals there for this time
of year.”

So there’s your advice from some
of the best in the industry. Whether
indoors or out, make use of flowers,
greenery, accents, and amenities for
vour home and yvard this summer,

And then take time to stop and

smell the roses.

Al's Landscaping & Design
1223 West 21st Street
713/957-0449
ajslandscaping.com
ajsurbanpetals.com

Marene Gustin is a regular contrib-

utor to OutSmart magazine.
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THANK YOU, HOUSTON!

OutSmart readers have voted Premier Wireless as the
BEST place to buy cellular phones for the 16" year in a row!

I

To show our appreciation we will
- » donate $50 to Bayou City Performing Arts < -
when you activate a new line of service at Premier.

Mention this ad for donation. Offer expires 5/31/2013

(<8530
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WIRELESS

12220 Murphy Road

281-575-8500

—— T ———

Buy Gay and Support the Community, too!

We're Houston’s oldest gay-owned wireless company.

» The BEST Value in Wireless
» The Latest and Greates! phones

* Discountis for most businesses and their employees.

| |Sprint

« Come to our office or let us come fo YOU. . t one
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It Takes a Village

A lesbian couple in Houston
celebrates Mother's Day

by Donalevan Maines

atherine Llewellyn and Cheryl
Robin are a Houston Heights
couple with some good reasons
to celebrate this Mother's Day.
Llewellyn says a loving LGBT Houston “vil-
lage™ helped raise her twenty-two-year-old
son, Rvan. “[ didn’t buy him clothes for ten

years because friends would say, ‘Oh my God,

look at that outfit!” and they would get it for
him,” she says

“I love every single one of my aunties and
uncles,” adds Ryan, who has recently com-
pleted massage training and is preparing to
take the exam to get his license,

“He and I had a little talk when he was
just a baby,” says longtime “villager” friend
Marilyn DeAngelis. “I held him in my
arms and said, ‘You are going to grow
up in a very warm atmosphere with
some very special people.™

The addition of a child added di-
versity to Llewellyn's cirele of LGBT
friends, adds DeAngelis. “All of his
birthdays and graduations and plays
oh my God, did we go see Ryan in plays!—
there was so much tenderness and love.”

Ryan calls Llewellyn and Robin his two
moms. Llewellyn owns both a chair-massage
company and a firm that provides interpret-
ers and translators,

Last Mother's Day, she recalls. “Ryan
cooked for us, which is not always my favorite
thing, and he wrote us homemade poetry—I
love anything he
writes. He was
broke, s0 he gave us
each a gift certifieate
for a free massage.

“1 was preg-
nant when 1 took
ey tests for mas-
sage school,” adds
Llewellyn.

Llewellyn is a
pioneer among lesbi-
an women who have
had children by artificial insemination. *I went
to San Francisco to look for donors, There were
no clinics in Texas,” she explains. “I had always
wanted to have a child. I talked with some
doctors, and I decided that 1 wanted my son to

Two moms in 2005: Catherine Llewellyn (r)
with Cheryl Robin, her partner since 2000.

1991: Catherine Llewellyn kisses her son, Ryan, who looks

know who his hiological father was.”
Mentioning this to her doctor—"one

of my best friends,” Llewellyn says—*I

asked him if he would be the donor, and

he said, ‘I would be honored.” At his office,

1 went for two days
of insemination,
and a week later,
I was pregnant!”

Although
Llewellyn and her
doctor agreed to
a contract that
spelled out their
rights, they later
found out that the
document wasn't
legally binding
because it was signed before Ryan was
born. Regardless, there haven't been any
problems, and Ryan’s dad has played an
important role in his life, especially pro-
viding medical care for him.

"The baby was born two weeks late,”
says Llewellyn, recalling that on the day

: happy to receive the affection. Inser: Ryan looks just as
e happy hugging his mom in 2012.

Ryan was born, she was re-thinking her
decision to give birth without drugs when
Ryan's dad came in and asked,. “Do vou
know what day it is?"

“1 said, T'm in twenty-five-hour labor, 1
couldn't give a shit what day it is!" He said
it was his birthday,” recalls Llewellyn, “1
thought, ‘That’s cosmically weird."™

Ryan says it's cool having the same
birthday as his biological dad. “He comes
OVer once a year i]u[i we l'l'l{'lll"ﬁ[l‘ ouar
birthdays,” says Ryvan. "And he taught me
how to ride a bike.”

Ryan learned about the opposite sex
as he was growing up by watching mov-
ies and television. “1 would see kissing. so
I got off to an early start,” he says. “The
first girl I kissed, I was in pre-school. She
waz a little black girl named Joy, When I
was in kindergarten, my mom would bust
up our forts when she found me in them
kissing a little girl,” —
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In its 7" season, this competition has proven to showcase amazing
LGBT artists. The top 10 have been chosen & now it’s up to YOU to
help choose who will go on each week to win the finale.

EVERY THURSDAY IN MAY & JUNE

Over $5,000 in prizes. Judges vote & audience text vote determines
who goes home and who stays.

SHOW PROMPTLY
STARTS AT 9:30!

Weekly customer
giveaways.
NO COVER
Doors 9PM | 18+ to Attend

810 Pacific Street | 713.529.SOBE (7623) | sobehouston.com | fi/southbeachhouston

Affordable Fine Art From Local Artists

rchway Gallery

2305 Dunlavy
Houston, TX 77006
713.522.2409
www.archwaygallery.com

2

remodeling systems

Complete Interior Remodels

Custom Outdoor Living 'S_paces
www.MetroRemodelingSystems.com

8825 Solon Rd. Suite E8 | Houston
832.688.9256 Office | 832.633.6309 Cell
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It Takes a Village

continued from previcus page

native of Santa Barbara, California,

Llewellyn was sixteen when she
moved from the Bay Area to Manvel, near
Alvin. *I was the unruly teenager who
was sent [to Texas to live with]| dad.”

In 1978, she graduated from Alvin
High School, then struck out en her own

in Houston. “I discovered gay bars,” she
says, “The Old Plantation, Cuddles—oh,
we had good times.”

After working for a collection ageney,
which i1s where she met DeAngelis,
Llewellyn opened her own collection
agency and private investigation firm. “It
was a very negative business, but it made
me a lot of money,” she says. To deal with
the stress, Llewellyn would get massages,
and that led her to become a massage
therapist.

“Besides getting out of a negative
business, getting into a positive business,
you're paying it forward in every way,”
she says, One of Rvan’s perks of being
Llewellyn's “little bundle of love™ was
getting a five-minute massage every day
as a baby.

However, Rvan also remembers some
kids in elementary school making fun
of him for having two moms. “It almost
turned me into a bully,” he says.

Both mother and son say their worst
experience was being shunned by the Boy
Scouts. “Living inside the Loop, I guess
[ was a little sheltered. [That episode
with the Boy Scouts] hit me in the face,”
says Llewellyn. The vear was 1995, and
progressive parents in the Heights were
thrilled that Llewellyn and Robin were
going to lead a Scout troop for Ryan and
his friends

“We got our uniforms. Then some
scumbag redneck parents complained,”
recalls Llewellyn. “I bitched. I wrote
to United Way. [ tried to get publicity.
[Finally I just said] to heck with it. I put
Rvan in karate.”

Ryan also enjoyed performing in a
number of productions at HITS Theatre,
his favorite role being Sky Masterson, who
sings “Luck Be a Lady” in Guys and Dolls.

Ryan and his two moms count them-
selves lucky to be a part of Houston's
LGBT guys and dolls who comprise the
“village” that helped raise Ryan.

The feeling is mutual, savs their
friend DeAngelis. “He just touches my
heart every time I see him and who he
has become. He's turned into a quite po-
lite and gentle boy—very, very sensitive

He's curious and yet independent. Very,

Ryan (c)
with his
“aunties”:
Doug
Scott

(far left)
and Neil
Sackheim.

very loving—so many of Catherine’s
qualitiez,”

Asked about the prospect of raising a
family of his own, Rvan replies, “I hope
to have a good one. 1 hope to find my soul
mate. I would like to raise a child of my
own, or adopt. Everything will fall into
place.”

Donalevan Maines isa f'.-_-_|ll4r'r.':'r-. |r|,fr'.l.|rlr;.
tor to OutSmart magazine
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Straight Son
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!|'="_r' ever realized. [

s world, an alternate
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Self-Made Man,
Self-IMade Success

Jason Robert Ballard, a
trans man who created
The Self Made Men

by Megan Smith

hen Jason Robert Bal
lard smiles, his body
exudes a level of confi-
dence that makes you
realize just how successful he's go
be in lif

light-brown stubble and bright blue

e, With a chin lined with |

eyes gleaming with big goals for the fu-
ture, this twenty-six-year-old entrepre-
neur bears a striking resemblance to
Justin Timberlake straight out of The
Social Network. Ballard, an open trans
man, has created, owns, and operates
his own online company that serves

as a one-stop, all-inclusive resource to
drastically improve the visibility and
awareness of the transgender male
community—appropriately named The
Self Made Men.

Just Your Average Mighty Morphin
Power Ranger

With a stepfather who works for Wal-
Mart, Ballard moved around New York

state for most of his childhood—a slight-

ly different experience than the glamor-
ous New York City life portrayed by Sex
and the City. Although he was both an
athletic soccer player and creative oil
pamter throughout middle and high
school, his biggest thrill wasn't making
the winning goal or finishing his lat

est artistic masterpiece. Rather, it was
when he entered an onhne chat room
and, with the rush of the possibility of
getting
caught,
|11'|'.-.|'1'I1|_'I'i
as a guy
named
Jason for
the very
first time at age thirteen. “Every time
someone treated a girl badly, I'd be like,
‘T could be a better boy than that.” Sa.
when | went in [to the chat room|.” Bal
lard says, “I really [developed Jason)

into this alter ego of the perfect male

“Every time someone treated
a girl badly, I'd be like, ‘I could
be a better boy than that.”

that tried to be super charming and funny,
and I really became my idea of whao I
wanted to be”

When asked why he chose the name
Jason and eventually made it his lega
name, Ballard laughs. *I never really had
any gender
constrietions
|as a child], so
I had a lot of
Power Rangers
stuff because
that was the big
thing when I was growing up,” he says. “I
always identified with that badass leader
role that Jason, the red Power Ranger, had
He was the leader, so why would vou ever
want to be any of the other guys?”

Ovwer the next four vears, the chat room
became a vital part of Ballard's life, con-

suming the majority of his time. He even

| Made in
America:
Jason Robert
Ballard is
CEO of The
Self Made
Men, which
seeks to be
a one-stop,
all-inclusive
| resource for
transgender
males.

deseribes how, at a certain |J1"i=]r. he'd same-

times only get three hours of sleep hefure
school, just to stay in the chat room a little
longer. However, the more time he spent
online, the more his life outside of the vir
tual world depressed him. Being Jason was
“far from the awkward little girl in middle
school” that was his reality,

Eventually his chat room lies became
overwhelming, especially as he began to
develop romantic feelings for a specific girl
he'd been regularly communieating with
online. “It was horrible that I had to keep
lying [to her| and that 1 couldn’t experience
the things I wanted to as Jason, but it was
also very exciting, because I got to be some-
one else and live as the opposite gender in a

safe space.” —

OutSmartMagazine com MAY 2013

45



AN EVENING WITH

=avou  FRIDAY
=TS MAY 31

I.IS'E B
' “ ~ HOUSTON

CEIEBRAHNGTHE 30THANNIVERSARY
NPI'S § T M "SHE'S SO UNUSVAL"

__ FRIDAY
Smsrn JUNE 28

Fired Up Assemblers

Owned & Operated by Firefighters

« Swing Sets = Gazebos & Grills
» Furniture
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Self-Made Man B L

Things Will Look Male in the Morning
Soon after, Ballard’s mother finally found
out how he'd been presenting online.
Since neither she nor Ballard knew ex-
actly what to make of the situation, she
conducted a Google search on *my daugh-
ter wants to be my son” and found some
materials from PFLAG that described
what he was feeling. This was the first
time either of them learned what it meant
to be transgen-
der. But most of
all, his mother
assured him
that this was
normal and that
he was okay,
However,
Ballard didn't
warm up to the
idea of being

transgender

rignt away
Thanks to the
skewed misrep-
resentations of
trans |||-4.F|i| on shows like Jerry ."'L','J."J.l".'_'i ¥
ar Maury, he associated a trans identity
solely with these negative images. To
make things worse, initial resources
made transitioning seem next to impos-
sible—each one describing different
necessary steps, including moving to a
different country to have the procedure,
spending thousands of dollars, and the
need to prepare for rejection by friends
and fanmuly once the transition was com-
plete. So instead, Ballard spent the next
year simply hoping to wake up one morn-
ing in a biologically male body.

On his eighteenth birthday, although
he had not taken any steps to physically
transition, his very supportive family
gave him the gift of male pronouns. “I got
birthday cards addressed to Jason, and
son, and grandson, and brother,” Ballard
says. "I [also] changed my name legally
and, by some stroke of luck, my new 1D
had an ‘M'an it, instead of an ‘F.”™

Putting the T in Reality
It wasn't until he was twenty-one and
living in Rochester that transitioning
became a reality. The city’s large, wel-
coming LGBT community helped Ballard
get connected to the Mazzoni Center, a
healthcare provider in Philadelphia that
specifically targets the LGBT community.
Ballard has now been on testosterone
therapy for almost four years. In 2010, he
underwent chest reconstruction surgery
performed by Dr. Kevin Maguire of Coo
perstown, New York. “At the time, I didn't

really know anyone who was trans, so I

didn't know what it was going to do,” he
says. “Top surgery was definitely what 1
wanted, because when [ looked into the

future, 1 saw myself growing into an older

man, not an older woman.”

Now, when younger kids questioning
their gender identity come to him about
the possibility of being trans, Ballard

asks them about their own vision for the

future and which gender they see for their

aging selves. If their vision is different

than their current reality, he tells them

At the Philly
Transhealth
Conference
last year are
(l-r) Alexa
Courtney,
Jason Ballard,
and Rowan
Collins.

1re 18 now

that the time for char

Ballard kept this notion in mind
when he was assigned a project to design
a logo and brand identity for a clothing
company as part of a graphic design class
Coming out to his teacher and fellow
students, Ballard presented his idea for
a clothing company targeted to the male
transgender community called The Self
Made Men. Hiz professor and peers were
very intrigued and receptive to the idea.
as they had never thought twice ahout his
masculine name or presentation.

While developing his class project,
Ballard, along with his friend Noah,
started to volunteer as part of the Gay
Alliance of Genesee Valley speaker’s
bureau. During this time, the two got to
talking about the idea of The Self Made
Men. From there, the pair became co-
founders of the project. However, after
two vears of little progress, Ballard took
the project into his own hands and be-
eame CEO of the company—paying out-
of-pocket for The Self Made Men website
and one hundred copies of the project’s
annual ealendar. “I really wanted a re-
source where trans people could just come
and be like "What do I need to do this?'
and they could easily get that informa-
tion,” he says. “And, at the same time, get
a sense of pride and trans culture, They
could look up how to shave, or anything
like that, as well as find events in their
area. [I just wanted to create] one place
that did all of that.” —

The Ustimate
Driving Maching®

PERFECT FOR THE BEACH,
THE TOWN, oR THEV WHEREVER
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Building Communi-T

From there, Ballard blasted the Facebook
and Tumblr communities about his pro-
gress in creating an all-inclusive resource
for transmen, and slowly started getting
responses. Initiating some of The Self

IS page

Made Men's first programs, Ballard

opened registration on the site for parti-

cipants to receive “Tversary” cards—paost
cards sent to transguys every year on the
date they started testosterone therapy

The site also offers community build-
ing for transmen through technology that
wasn't even imagined a decade ago. Bal-
lard, along with current Self Made Men
staff members Rowan Collins and Alexa
Courtney, actively posts Q&A-style videos
to the company’s YouTube channel. These
videos are a great way Lo reach |Jt't3p|l‘ who
may not know anyone else who is trans
but can relate to the stories and know
they're not alone, Ballard says

The most interactive option on the site,
Jallard emphasizes, is The Self Made Men
chat room, held at tinychat.com/theselfma-
demen each Tuesday through Friday. “It's
very ironic that 1 run a chat room now,”
laughs Ballard. “I really wish I had a chat
room back then that I could have gone into,

heen Jason, and it would have been fine

and normal.”

For those who don’t have the time to go
into the chat room, or prefer a more tradi-
tional means of communication, The Self
Made Men also offers a pen-pal system
Coordinated by Ballard
participants submit their name, e-mail,

and bio to the program and are then

5 vounger :-'i'i[l‘!",

matched up with another transguy based
on similar interests. Currently, the pro-
gram has over 5,600 active members.

The site is also constantly updated
with articles written by Ballard and other
freelance writers on topics ranging from
finding the right packer size to transman
fashion to having sex with your biological
anatomy, As part of The Self Made Men's

lig Brother program, the authors take on
a mentor role, recognizing the value of
their experiences and secking to share
them with younger trans people,

Aiming to be very sex-positive, The Self
Made Men also recently opened a new 18+
section, called Trans & Sexual. This ele-
ment of the site, described by Ballard as a
Cosmo for transmen, includes sex tips for
transgender males and their partners.

What's the T?

The Self Made Men isn't just confined to

a website—DBallard has taken the project
on the road, hosting educational panels at
L-nJ]s;»{_!e-.:; all around the Rochester area, in-
eluding to the Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology, the University of Rochester, and the

College at Brockport. The panels educate
both straight and gay audiences on trans
issues. *A lot of spaces that [claim to be
LGBT end up just being LGB,” Ballard
explains, “There's a difference between
sexual orientation and gender identity.
[Being L, G, or B| doesn’t automatically
make you an :!“_‘.' to the trans community.
You actually have to try to be a trans ally
and try to understand, because there’s a
lot of transphobia in the LGB community.”

Ballard says that audiences tend to be
split pretty much down the middle in their
perceptions of trans people. While some
“just get it,” others eome with images of
Jerry Springer’s “freak show"” dancing in
their heads. Seeing transmen like Rollins
and Ballard, who, as Ballard describes,
“completely pass.” makes most skeptical
audience members rethink the misrepre-
sentations of trans people they've seen in
the past.

Constantly coming out as trans can
open up a whole can of misconceptions,
but for Ballard, the most common one isn’t
what you might think, “After I started pass-
ing and I would tell people that [ was trans,
they thought I was going to transition into
being a woman,” he says with a laugh. “So,
[ started having to tell people not that |
was trans, but that I was born female.”

The activism, at times, can become ir-
ritating, 1-_-'.51--1'[.[][_\' when I'II"I,l'l_'.llk' ask below-
the-belt questions immediately after meet
ing him—a problem that Ballard mostly
brushes off with humor. But when he's told
what a big impact he's making, or asked
how to be a better ally to the trans com-
munity, he is reminded that it's all worth
it. “It's [not only] knowing that | make a
difference,” he says, “but actually having
people tell me that 1 make a difference
[that lifts me up the most].”

You Are Cordially Invited. ..

Ballard isn't quitting any time soon, ei-
ther. The next step, he says, is starting
The Self Made Men gender-affirming
prosthetics and toys parties, as well as
working toward expanding the company's
online store to its first physical location.
Although these definitely won't be your
mother’s Tupperware parties, they would
be held in a similar fashion. The proceeds
would initially go toward funding a smart
car wrapped with The Self Made Men logo,
to help bring the company’s panels and
other events to different states. 1 don't
want to just be a brand that does things
for themselves,” he says. “We're [primarily|
all about helping out the community.”

For more information on The Self Made
Men, visit theselfmademen.com.

Megan Smith is a regular contributor to
OutSmart magazine.
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An interview with singer/
songwriter Spencer Day

by Gregg Shapiro
Photo by Reisig Taylor

pencer Day, who came out as

gay a few years ago, is that

rare combination of both singer

and songwriter. On his new
dise The Mystery of You (Concord), Day
has crafted a powerful and accessible
song cycle about love and loss. Cooly
erooned tunes such as the title cut,
“Soul on Fire,” and “Shadow Man"
wouldn’t sound out of place on the Mad
Men soundtrack. But Day's sensitive
singer/songwriter side dawns brightly
on “Love and War,” “I Don't Want to
Know,” and “I'm Going Home.” 1 spoke
with Day shortly before the release of
the album.

Gregg Shapiro: In the liner notes
for your new CD The Mystery of You
[Concord], you wrote that the past few
years “have been a profound, strange,
challenging, and wonderful time.”
Spencer Day: What that meant for me
and my discovery, which is something

[ kind of already knew, is that change
is not easy, and personal growth ean
be very painful. Also

absolutely necessary.

[ think when I was

younger, I had perfect-

ed the art of running

from things. [ think a

lot of humans do that. You either find
someone new to date, vou find a new
drug, or you find a religion. [Laughs|
All of those things can be fine if used in
the proper way. | think I had mastered
the art of escapism without realizing
it. What happened after this breakup,
for me, is that in Lthe past three years
all of my old vices weren't working any
more, I have a lot of friends wha said,
“You have to go date someone new.”

My psyche was like, “No, you've got to
fiace some of the less pleasant parts of
vourself [laughs] and actually work

on them.” I was deeply depressed after
this breakup, I was diagnosed bipolar,

Solved

and [ had a complete nervous breakdowrn.

Has the man who is the subject of the
songs on The Mystery of You heard the
songs, and if so, what did he think of them?
I don't think so. I would hope that he would

[Laughs| The reason I'm laughing about

it now is that while it was so awful, it re-

ally was one of the best things that ever

happened to me. It really snapped me to take it as the compliment and love letter —

attention about how Far off T was from truly

loving myself. In a way, it inspired me and

made me realize the petential of how much

better things could get for me.
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‘Mystery’ Solved |

to that time and place that I intended for

it to be. [ certainly didn't want it to be,

“You're a horrible person for breaking my

heart™ and pull a Taylor Swift [/
and drag someone else's personal life

through the mud.

One Taylor Swift is plenty. You play
keyboards on more than half a dozen
songs on the disc. Is that how you write
your songs, on keyboards?
Traditionally I've written everything

at the piano and have always come up
with the melody first. This is the first
time I started writing a few things on

guitar. One of the reasons I want

to ado

that is because I'm not a very good guitar
player, and sometimes your limitations
can be really good—they can force you to
be creative and employ technigques and

melodies and rhythms that you wouldn't

have otherwise done. You can't really
strum a piano. It was also the first time

[ was very involved in the arrangements
of the songs. [ got better during this time
using Logic and ProTools, too. Some of

the S0NES Were buailt ||_'\ putting the beat

first and building from the ground up,

starting with the groove, which for me
was unusual. Lately I've been doing that
more. It changes the way things are
phrased, what the melodic and rhythmic

components of the song are

The songs on the disc have what sounds
to me like a mid-1960s influence.

[ appreciate that you can hear that kind
of influence. A lot of the music that I've
been in love with, such as the Ennio Mor-
ricone spaghetti-western music for the
Ray Orbison tracks [ was really into at
the time, are very guitar-driven. The in-
strumentation that conjures up that time
period, such as the baritone surf guitar,
helps to tell someone that this musie is

reminiseent of this time and place. More

so than piano, the guitar is the key to

that for this record

The song cycles on The Mystery of You
tell the story of a relationship. Were
there other song cycles that you looked
to in creating this album, or did you
choose to follow your muse?

I didn’t really look to any other song ey-
cles, although 1 know that there certainly
have been other ones done on the subject
| just wanted to document each stage of
this relationship. I wanted it to be more
of a discovery of what love means, what
losing voursell means, and what reclaim-
ing yourself after the love has died away
means. [t was more of a journey into my
own psyche to understand what my rela-

tionship is to intimacy and love and loss,
as opposed to just a series of songs about

someone who broke my heart.

I recently interviewed singer Erin Bo-
heme, and we talked about the duet
you did with her on her latest CD. On
your €D, you perform duets with Gaby
Moreno on the songs “Love and War”
and “I Don’t Want to Know.” What do
you find appealing about duets?

I've realized that I'm not a person who
needs to have the spot light on me eonsis-
tently. Personally, 1 prefer interacting and
collaborating with other people, even if
it’s just the musicians I'm playing with. |
really like not feeling like I'm an island
One of the great things about doing a duet
is that it snaps you into the moment. You
have to be taking in this other person. A
good duet partner helps you get into the

moment and the story. In some ways you

get to act as a character that you previ-
Hll:]_ﬁ hadn't Iil:l‘l'r_"hT of It's VETY much

an acting piece all of a sudden, You're
creating a scene and they bring in a new
context. Gaby and Erin are such beautiful
singers, The Mormon choir kid in me still
can't get enough of harmonizing with peo
ple. [Laughs] I want to do it to every song

on the radio and turn it into a hymn.

Do you think you have an album’s
worth of EDM [electronic dance music]
or country music tunes in you as well?
Yes to both. I've had the good fortune of
being able to write on Music Row in Nash-
ville in the last vear. Some will hopefully be
cut by other artists. That's why I like the
lerm singer [songoriter better than crooner
because [ feel like with singer/songwriter,
it’s very open. Joni Mitchell ean do a folk
thing, then a jazz thing. [People have such
a specific connotation with the term eroon-
er] that it can kind of limit you. 'm such a
fan of Zero 7, Air, and Danger Mouse. As a
collaboration, I'd love to stretch myself and
try out a completely different style that
really takes me out of my comfort zone,
but still feels authentie. At this moment in

time, why the hell not? |Laughs|

How would you say that being gay
comes into play in your music, if at all?
If you have the good fortune of being a
gay role model, I think that's great. But

I would really rather be someone who is
thought of as living my life in an authen
tic and transparent way. That's what |
feel is important. I feel like my art is bet
ter if I'm honest and true to myself. That’s
a personal choice for everyone to make.
It's hard to acknowledge that in a lot of
ways my career would probably be doing
“better” if | had not come out when [ did

There are still a lot of people for whom —
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Dosterdam July 21 - 28, 2013

Divina Caribbean Cruise MSC - Divina
(Brand new ultra modern ship)
February 15 - 22, 2014

February 2-9, 2014

August 24 - September 3, 2013

September 5- 15, 2013
November 10-17, 2013

March 8-15, 2014
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if you sing in & sexy or romantic way,
they still want to envision themselves in
a certain setting with you, 1 guess, [ still
get a lot of hate mail from people saving
*1 loved that song until I realized you
were singing it to a guy.” That'’s sad to
me. Unless [ have something specifie to
say in a song, | want it to be like an ah-
stract painting where listeners ean find
themselves in it whatever way makes
sense for them. [ do feel I have a respon-
sibility to take the punch line out of it. |
think it's a profound act of activism, in

a way, to sing a song unapologetically
and beautifully without a sense of irony.
[Sings] “Someday he'll come along/the
man I love.” That's one of the most beau-
tiful standards ever, but I'm not going to
change it to “the gal I love.” I wouldn't do
that if I was straight [laughs], because

it just sounds stupid. Jeff Buckley, who
was straight, covered “The Man Got
Away” and just sang it as it was, because
to him that made the most sense, When 1
think about singing such things, it really
inspires me because it feels like I'm here
for a purpose, I can be a part of bringing
people together in unlikely ways.

Gregg Shapiro is a regular contributor to
{]Ll'l"‘]'l'l. IT. mMagazine

A Spring

Curtain Calls

since 1937

Funerals & Cremations

Pat H. Foley & Company
1200 W 34" Street 77018 * 713)869-6261

www.PatH FoleyFuneralDirectors.com

Call Your Eco-friendly Carpet Cleaning Experts

Richard Gaubert |2

-
3 ROOMS

$99 00

Includes Soil Lifter &

Pre-SpotTreatme.nt

—

Guaraentee
: | Toxic Chemicals
Safe for your Pets & Family
* Insured & Bonded

SERVING ALL OF GREATER HOUSTON

281-962-4000

www.CarpetTouch.com

Arranging Stunning

Cdebrauonb (, atering

Clean You Can Trust!

'J:‘-J"-L}-U"Mr "‘_E“"’E,. el

Therapist

Anxious,
depressed,
stressed,
compulsive,
or distracted?

MEN OFTEN TALK ABOUT:

Being competent in some areas
while struggling with others

Being tough on the outside
but hurting inside

Shutting down

Needing to belong,
but feeling separate

Hurt, pain, loneliness

Feeling unappreciated, inadequate,
ar misunderstood

Difficult with understanding or
expressing their emotions

Sexual and relationship concerns

Thank You!
“I am deeply honored by your

votes and constantly strive to
deserve your confidence”.

Tony Carroll, LcSw

] ' Fd /.
W e sty drred Geretrnse i

bhouston

i g

1006 Missouri St. Houston, TX 77006
713-527-0000

www.HoustonTherapist.com
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Theatre Under ™1 87 Luxe's
The Stars

After the performance, mingle with the cast and listen to fabulous
cabaret music with your GLBT friends at Artista. Enjoy
complimentary hor d'oceuvres and Happy Hour drink specials.
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Right on Track

Director/photographer Robert Trachtenberg talks about his new Mel Brooks documentary,
how he got Paul Rudd to drop his boxers, and more

by Blase DiStefano

pbert Trachtenberg 15 an
award-winning photogra-

pher, filmmaker, and best-

selling author whose latest
documentary for the American Masters
series is Mel Brooks: Make a Noise
(airing this month on PES). = “When
they called me to say 1 had been
chosen as the next ‘American Master,”
says Mel Brooks, *I thought they said

[ was chosen to be the next Dutch
Master. So I figured, what the hell—

at least I'll get a box of cigars. When I
realized my mistake, I was both elated
and a little disappointed at losing the
cigars,” Trachtenberg says, “1 asked
him deep, probing questions for four
months, and he got to keep the shirt
we bought for him. So I think we both
made out pretty well." = Trachtenberg's

past films for American Masters include

On Cukor (2000), about director George

Cukor; Gene Kelly: Anatomy of a Dancer

(2002); and the Emmy-nominated
Cary Grant: A Class
Apart (2005). For
the Brooks doc,
Trachtenberg inter-
viewed Cloris Leach-
man, Joan Rivers,
Nathan Lane,
Tracey Ullman,
Matthew Broder-
ick, Carl Reiner,
and many others. *
Trachtenberg has
photographed Meryl
Streep, Jon Stewart,
Amy Poehler, Justin
Bieher, Sarah
Silverman, the cast
of The New Normal,
Adam Lambert,
Taylor Swift, Brad-
ley Cooper, and the
cast of Glee, to name
a very few,

bo———

Blase DiStefano: How long did
it take to put this American
Masters documentary to-
gether?

Robert Trachtenberg: From
start to finish, about a year

What was it like trying to
gather all the celebrities for
interviews, and was there
anyone you tried to get who
wasn’'t available?

This was a unique experience—
the minute celebrities heard it

The only person we couldn't get
was Gene Wilder, who I had

was for Mel, they didn't hesitate.

The hlslory of Mel Bronks during the filming of History of
the World: Part I in 1980-81, Brooks poses for a photo for
Mademoiselle magazine. Inser: Robert Trachtenberg.

worked with in the past,
but has essentially retired.
[Enrror's vorg: there are
elips from an interview and
from films of Gene Wilder
in the documentary, Most
are memorable.]

What was the average
time you spent with each
of the interviewees?

Depending on their involve-

ment in Mel's life or career,
anvwhere from an hour on
ap. Obviously, someone —

OutSmartMagazine.com MAY 2013
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Right on Track

continued from previous page

like Carl Reiner, who's known him for
over sixty years, took a bit more time,

How did you get Mel Brooks to

do this?

I didn't. American Masters did all
the legwork, and they asked me to do
the film.

How much time did you spend
with him?

We spent approximately thirty hours
over the course of four months doing
interviews. It was just a pleasure

to hear him tell stories—this easily
could've been a four-hour film of just
Mel talking. The erew was so happy
at the end of each day.

I think yowre going to be sur-
prised at what you learn about Mel—
work you didnot even know he had a
hand in. And vou should definitely
watch all the way through the end

credits, because even they're funny

Now, about you: | had no idea you
are such a fantastic photographer.
1 went to your website, and | was
amazed at the quality and quantity
of photos. When and how did being
a photographer come about?

Oh, thanks. I've been a photographer
for quite a while. The directing came
afterwards. [ worked for a celebrity
photographer for a number of years
in a variety of capacities, and finally
thought I ought to give it a try on

my Owrn.

You've photographed a slew

of celebs. Who have you not
photographed that you would like
to snap?

Anyone who brings something to the
table, who really engages in the whole
process and deoesn't just stand there.

The photo of Maggie Smith [on your

The divinely sexy Melissa McCarthy

and that character would not be smil-
ing and jumping around.

Tell me about the photos of Melissa
McCarthy as Divine and Paul Rudd
in bed.

Well, with Melissa we were doing

her as different Queens—and Divine
seemed like the natural Queen of

Drag, and she was immediately into

it. Paul was really terrific—he got the

humor of the idea, and then was kind
enough to drop his boxers and inch
the sheet up to make the joke work

visually

In your book, When I Knew, celebri-
ties tell when they first knew they
were gay. When did you first know?
Always

When you told your parents, what
was their reaction?
My parents were totally cool, and 1

have no coming-out story, which is
why I put When I Knew together. |
had heard all these great anecdotes

and thought I-|||-l!.' should be collect-
ed. I wanted to focus on the humor-
ous, touching side of coming oul
The goal was a book you could leave
on your coffee table so when your
parents came over, they could pick it

up and laugh and/or cry

Does being gay affect the way

you work?

Being gay has no bearing on the way
that I work, or the subject matter I
choese to work on. The one continu-
pus thread that runs through all the
subjects I've done documentaries
on—Gene Kelly, Cary Grant, George
Cukor, Irving Thalberg, and now
Mel Brooks—is that they all have an
unbelievable work ethic, They've all
come from humble beginnings and
pulled themselves up by their boot-
straps to achieve their goals. That

never gets old

Mel Brooks: Make a Noise premicres

website] is gorgeous. Tell me about the photo shoot with her.
Well, funny I just said the above, because she just stood thera.
But there was a good reason: I had her for three minutes between
shots, and being in costume, she stayed in character [as Violet
Crawley, Dowager Countess of Grantham, in Downfon Abbey|

nd found his true, authentic voice, His brutal

career, Pryor changed the direction of comedy and paved the

marthMagazine.com

nationally on PBS on Monday, May 20, at 8 p.m., and repeats
Tuesday, May 21, 10 p.m., and Saturday, May 25, 10:30 p.m.
fon the high-def Channel 8.2). The DVD s available May 21 from

Shout Factory. For more on Robert Trachtenberg, visit robert

trachtenberg.com.

tour-decade
Lom). —Suzie Lynde
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Texas Courts Now Dissolving
Same Sex Marriages

“A Suit to Declare the Marriage Void Is the Proper
Legal Mechanism for Dissolving an Out-of-State
Same-Sex Marriage in Texas Court.”
“...enforceable in all fifty states...
*...provides for property division and other rights...
. ..name changes are available...
“...allows for property division, though not based
on community property principles,”
-Greg Abbott, Altorney General of Texas,

Brief on the Merits, In the Maiter of the Marviage of 1.8, and H.8.,
Ne 1106024, Supreme Court of Tevas, Sepr 26, 2042

Stressing over a lingering Marriage,
Domestic Partnership or Civil-Union that
the Texas Courts have refused to dissolve?

Under the jurisdiction of a state that recognizes same-sex

marriage or unions, your spouse or partner could...
* destroy your eredit worldwids
+ aequire half or more of your assets in divorce

« inherit vour entire estate when vou dis

III|l Lrie .'.rl Lo a188¢ I'.'I.' & MYy .'.|' il

unton using an attorney tn the

state that it w stered, but

gave ug

Texas and one week
the Courts approval. He even
secured a partial refund from

the prior attorney.” —JI.H.

Mike Gonzalez

CALL NOW TO SET UP YOUR CONSULTATION.

(281) 412-4626

LAW QFEELGCES oy
MICHAEL W. GONZALEZ, riic

4702 W. Walnut Street « Pearand. TX. 77581

TOLL FREE: 888.327.4354
www.MikesLawFirm.com

House Calls For the Home Bounid

Mike@MikesLawFirm.com
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ALLEY THEATRE

oy Jeffrey Hatcher
mictedby Vark Shanahan « Gregory Boyd
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Mature themes; General audiences.

ActOUT Pre-Show Mixer
Thursday, June 6
Starts at 6 p.m.

Enjoy complimentary appetizers, cockiails,
door prizes and music by DJ Mike Bell. This
event is FREE with purchase of a ticket to the
June 6 performance of Sherlock Holmes

and the Adventure of the Suicide
Club. To purchase $26 tickets to this
performance use the Promo Code ActOUT.

| Chavron

@ cameron E

Nowsd 0 Lo

ALLEYTHEATRE.ORG

UNITED &)
713.220.5700 . o
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any tanning service
SUNLESS or UV |
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4 713.520.6611
415 Westheimer, Suite 103
EclipseSunlessTanning.com

* All Brand New UV Beds
# Ajrbrush Tanning

* Sunless VersaSy INNiNg

* Red Light Collogen Therapy
» Fit Body Wraps

Thank You OutlSmar! Readers

for Voting Us “"Best Tanning Salon”
in 2010-2012 - OutSmort Reoders’ Choice

l'.- - e

Serving our
Community in
a Safe & Caring

Environment.

Psychatherapy, Career Counseling
Individual. & Relatianship
Counseling
DENIS “WooDJA™
FLANIGAN, PH. D.
Licensed psychologist

Voted Best Psychologist

2001 & 2012 CutSn
Readers Choice At

Specializing in
individuals couples, &
family relational issues

to regain your direction

sense of meaning, and

vour happiness

HELPING YOU REACH YOUR FULL POTENTIAL!

2600 Southwest Fwy., Suite 409 Houston, TX 77098
www.Houston-Psychologist.com | 713-589-9804

For mental health news, and information, you can follow me at

www.facebook.com/Flanigan.psychotherapy

Vicious & Delicious

An interview with the mean and lean Lisa LAMPANELLI

by David Goldberg

here are

loud, o= ==

litieally ‘.“ 1
provocative co L

medians, and then there's this co-
median, When it comes to pushing
the env -'-|Hir|_ of ill'll‘it'il\i correctness in
America, it doesn’t get much more vi-
cious (or delicious) than Lisa Lampanelli.

“The equal-opportunity offender” returned

to Houston last month for another night of sickening

stand-up, O rt chatted with the Queen of Mean

marriage, losing over one hundred

about her rec

pounds, and her beloved gay audience

David Goldberg: | have to confess that | saw you
when | was seventeen when you hit Houston on

your “Dirty Girl” tour. When | came for an auto-
graph, you said, “What is this? The f--king Disney
channel?” It was a moment for me.

Lisa Lampanelli: Well, good. I'm a life-changer. How old

“1 hope [l have gay
supporters] not
just because I'm
funny and loud
and they think I'm
a drag queen.”

I'm twenty-two.
You're old. As a gay
guy, your days are

numbered.

So, what do you think
of the Supreme Court
situation?

The whole gav-mar-
ringe thing? I always said if you're lucky enough to find
somebody you want to spend the rest of your life with

- every gay person should have the opportunity to be as
miserable as us straight people. It's just ridiculous that

they ean't have what everybody else has.

You're on the vanguard of breaking barriers of political correct-
ness. Over the last year, there's been a lot of talk about how the
gay struggle is over and how gays have made it in this country.
As someone who constantly pushes perceptions, stereotypes,
and norms, do you think things have really gotten better?

[ have a warped perspective, because [ live in New York City. New

York has been comfortable with gay
men for a long time, the way [ see it. It's
different when it comes to small towns. 1
got a bunch of e-mails and tweets from gay
kids where [ am now, which is deep in Iowa
And that's not somewhere where vou go, "Oh my
God, it's Gay Central!™ But I've got notes from gay
kids saying, “1 worship vou. I'm going to come see
you, 50 you can make fun of my gay ass!” And it’s
like, if you're going to be out and proud in these
little towns, maybe we're making some kind
of progress. Obviously, there’s a far way to go,
but at least some kids are starting to feel more

comfortable

Do you think the world is too PC?
I've never let that bother me. I do what I do for
a reason, and I make fun of every stereotype
and poke fun at every word that people say and
go for what they really mean. But oh yveah. You
can't even say “black people” anymore without
someone getting mad. But [ don't let it affect
me. This pelitical correctness is ridiculous. I've
started to say that political correctness is just retarded.
[ thought, Good, that will piss off some people who have

retarded kids

That sounds like the recent Down-syndrome storyline
on Shameless.
Loved it! “Retard Nation™! That was great. Poor
Joan Cusack. [Cusack’s character, Sheila, takes her
daughter, Karen, to a support group for families
with Down syndrome children, because Karen has
a baby with Down syndrome. Some in the group
want to reclaim the word “retard” and begin chant-
ing “Me-tard, You-tard, Retard Nation."] Her heart
was in the right place, but she just didn't know how to
ret the message out there. | felt for her, because I've been
in the situation where I've been panned for the language [ use. You
try to defend yourself, and then you're like, Wait a minute—these
moron people aren't going to get it, so | might as well not even ar-

gue anymore. But that was a great scene. I loved that.
Why do you think you have so many gay supporters? In your —
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Vicious & Delicious sS4

specials, it looks as if your gay audi-
ence members are glowing.

| know, I know. I think its because gay
people feel really accepted around me.

[ surround myself with people of differ-
ent minority groups—people who kind of
don't fit in. Gay people can sense that I
never felt like [ fit in. I never liked how 1
looked. I never liked my thighs, I always
felt a little ashamed deep down, and I feel
like, unfortunately, some gay people have
that shame, that place of “Oh my God, I'm
not good enough.” T hope that's why I have
gay supporters. | hope it’s not just be-
cause I'm funny and loud and they think
I'm a drag queen, because | have a penis
But for whatever reason, people feel at
home in my shows and feel included. And
that's really the goal of the whole thing

Are you seeing any other minority
groups rally behind you in a similar way?
Since I used to have a reputation of dat-
g black men all the time (even though 1
pretty much only had one black bovfriend
for a while), a lot of jokes were made about
it. I definitely had a lot of interracial cou
ples at the shows, and I still do—which
means that they haven't jumped ship even
though I married a white guy. I alwavs
have tons of Latinos at the show, I don’t
know why. It's just that they have such a
great sense of humor, and they can laugh
at jokes about their heritage. Filipinos.
Asians—it'’s just bizarre to me that people
get that it’s not poking fun at them, but at
stereotypes. I'm really lucky that it spans

a lot of different minority groups,

Even my mother got it after a few min-
utes. | think it's fascinating that that
many people are in on the joke.

I do, too. In her defense, vour mom is a
real c--t.

Do you see yourself doing this for an-
other fifty years? The next Joan Rivers?
I don't have a choice—I have to do this.
I don't think people in my situation ever
retire. They just do it. It's net about the
money or the spotlight. It's just what vou
do and who vou are, It's so much fun. It's
S0 exciting just to go out there and do this
show every single night because it's not
seripted. It's probably not going to b; an-
other fifty years, but at least another 1|1il'l:.'.

What’s next for you?

I'm doing a one-person show on Broadway.
It's been in the works for a couple of years.
It’s sort of different than stand-up, because
it has a storyline. It's about my struggle
with self-acceptance and food and men,
and while it's not serious by any means, it

has serious moments. People will get to
see what I'm about in a different way.

Waould it be similar to the memoir you
published?

Not really. Because that's a lot of old his-
tory—some of the crappy men | dated,
some of the crappy diets [ tried before
losing the weight. It has a lot more heart
and a lot more realness, but it’s not ex-

actly a daytime soap opera

It seems like you're getting a different
kind of press now that you are thin and
married.

[ think people were worried at first that

[ wouldn't be funny if I wasn't over-
weight, which is funny because it's not
like there's a fat gene or a funny gene.
You stay who you are no matter how vou
look, but you get more real with time. I
think I take more chances now that I've
lost the weight. 1 feel more secure and
happy. I ean say what | want and kind of
defend mysell, because I'm not bothered
by a ton of self-hate. I still do have a ton
of gelf-doubt. I think there was the initial
“0Oh my God! If you're thin, you can’t be
funny,” which is weird shit, because Joan
Rivers has never been overweight. Joan
Rivers, in my opinion, has never been
funny-looking. Whitney Cummings is
beautiful and funny. There are very good-
looking women out there who can still
bring it home when it comes to comedy.
But I think people who come to my show
will say that [ have gotten worse and cra

zier than when [ was overweight

It's as if you were expected to become
more quiet and respectable when you
got married. You are challenging the
norm all over again.

I'm lueky, too, because I married a guy
who knew that he could take a joke. He
knew that I was messing with him on
stage, bringing him up on stage, mak-
ing fun of his balls. I would never be at-
tracted to somebody who has those kind
of hang-ups. Even though I am hooked up
with somebody, 1t doesn’t mean I'm going
to be calmer or quieter. I don't think any-
hody would expect that out of me.

How does it feel when you are asked in
public about your marriage and your
love life?

I don’t mind being asked. We make jokes
about it. But when you're fifty-one years
old, you're not exactly swinging from the
chandeliers. We have sex once a week
whether we want it or not, or need it or
not. It's companionship; vou've got a great
friendship. You can run around and laugh
a lot. [ don't mind answering those —
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Vicious & Delicious

questions, but it’s not as relevant as other

things going on right now

You‘ve performed in Houston before.
What's your relationship with Texas?
It's twisted. [Houston and Dallas are]
just two different demographics. It's not
blue-collar in Houston, but it's closer to
blue-collar than Dallas is. I just do what
[ do, and whoever likes to see it comes
out. I never set out to get a certain group
of people or a certain state or city to like
me, I don't do jokes about where I am. ]
just be myself, and whatever comes out
comes out. I've always had a great time
in Houston and Dallas. Even though they
hate each other, they both have groups
that really get me.

Anything else you'd like me to include?
Tell your mom I said hi

Lisa Lampanelli’s new radio show pre-
mieres Mon |"s ¥ Urr 6, at 6 p.m. (CST)
on the Howard 101 Channel on SirtusXM
t Monday of every
month. Lampanelli also visits ”Jrr 1rd
Stern on Wednesday, May 22, at 7 a.m

on SirinsXM radio (with encores all day)

and twill atr the fi

David Goldbera iz a ""l'(p‘.'r'.l.'r contributor

to OutSmart magazine.

Y
Danlel R.

Garza, M.D. |

MEDICATION

. MANAGEMENT4.

) PSYCHOTHERAP

Voted #1 Psychiatrist
OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2012

281.610.8190
2323 S. Shepherd Dr., Suite 805

Limited evening & weekend
appointments available.
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ROBERT CRAY. BANE

LAYN SERVICES

o Houston

Lawn and Garden
Restoration * Maintenance * Design
Iron and Wood Fencing
Patios * Decks * Retaining Walls
Pottery ® Holiday Lighting

We Install Indoor/Outdoor
Holiday Lighting & Decor

713.502.5589

LawnServicesorHousTon.com
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1. SUNDRY
WRUNCH!

GLORIA’S HOUSTON
2616 LOUISIANA ST.
SUITE 101 « HOUSTON, TX
OPEN SUN-THU: 11AM-10PM
AND FRI-SAT: 11AM-2AM

WWW.CLORIASRESTAURANTS.COM
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Pam Ellis CPCU CLU ChFC CASL, Agent

Get a new
lease on

renters
Insurance.

Just pennies a day.
Did you know your landlord's
insurance only covers the
building? Protect your stuff
There's no reason to take a
chance. Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there”

ALL ME TODAY

Agent

uranc®

Bast Female Ins

o StateFarm

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR

THY HOMELESS NEIGHBOR
THY JEWISH NEIGHBOR
THY BLACK NEIGHBOR

THy GAY NEIGHBOR

THy UNDOCUMENTED NEIGHBOR
THY WHITE NEIGHBOR

THY TRANSGENDER NEIGHBOR

tHY CHRISTIAN NeigHBOR
iy HIV+ NeiGHBOR

THY RACIST NEIGHBOR
THY ADDICTED NEIGHBOR
THY ATHEIST NEIGHBOR

THy IMPRISONED NEIGHBOR
Ty DISABLED NEIGHBOR

THY MUSLIM NEIGHBOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 & 11 AM

NURSERY AVAILABLE | HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE
11 AM - CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM

11 AM - SPANISH & DEAF INTERPRETATION
2025W. 11TH @ TC JESTER, HOUSTON 77008
713.661,8148 | WWW RESURRECTIONMCC.ORG

esurrection

by Donalevan Maines

Not a lot of spam: actor/dancer
Michaeljon Slinger. Asove: Slinger
backstage in Billy Elliot (left and
center) and How to Succeed in
Business Without Really Trying.
Lerr: Slinger (1) backstage

with Kevin Covert before
performing “Brotherhood

of Man" at the Tony

Awards. Covert joins

Slinger in Houston

for Spamalot.

mother if 1 could take dance lessons, although
I honestly
e asked me what style of dance,
‘1 don’t know. Rock 'n’ roll?™

Slinger squeezed in dance lessons one

riends call ham “MdJ." but out

Broadway 3|.,-r|'.-r'|n|-r Michael- didn't know what it entailed,” he

jon Slinger actually bears Savs.

his grandfathers' names as a and 1 said,
combo, along with his surname
In last vear’s Broadway Bares/ day a week, along with Boy Scouts, tae-

Equity Fights AIDS ¢
stripped down to just a red

alendar, Slinger kwando, and other schoolboy activities.
velvet ribbon tied in a bow, dis
plaving the chiseled physique
he's earned since beginning his

dance training at age five in I Said,
Queensland, Australia

Slinger, in Houston to per-
form in Muoniy F
Theatre Under the Stars, compares

Queensland to Fort Lauderdale. *It's

withon's Spamalof at However, at age ten, the other activities

gave way to dancing as he found a studio
that focused on tough dance competitions.
“Dance is where my heart and soul will

rather warm and humid, a big tourist

destination,” he explains, “I grew up always be,” savs Slinger, allowing that he

took private voice lessons and “dabbled with
drama” in high school, but relies mainly
on “instinct” when it comes to acting. “1

five minutes from the beach.”
On a family trip to England, Slinger
saw his cousins dance and decided he
wanted to give it a try. “I asked my wanted to do musical theater in New York,
which was an unrealistic goal for a kid in
Queensland, but my pipe dreams somehow

made it become reality,” says Slinger.

My mother asked me what kind of
dance lessons | wanted to take, and
“I don't know. Rock 'n’ roll?”

Song and Dance Man

Michaeljon Slinger makes his way up from Down Under

At seventeen, he moved to New York City
“1 didn’t

he says.

to go to American Ballet Theater
grow up being gay in Australia,”
“I didn't come out until I was eighteen, my

freshman year in college.”
The next year, Slinger switched to The
Julliard School, where he
until leaving during his senior

studied dance

yvear to accept the position of dance
captain in the revival of West Side
Story that originated in Wash-
ington DC in 2008 and bowed on
Jroadway in 2009, In addition, as
the show's "swing.” Slinger under-
studied the roles of all fifteen characters
who comprise the rival Jets and Sharks
gangs. “I ended up going on a lot,” he says,
That show, for which In the Heights cre-
ator Lin-Manuel Miranda translated Span-
ish lyrics and dialogue into the libretto, —
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was nominated for the Tony Award for
best revival of a Broadway musical. It
also won the 2009 Grammy Award for
best cast album.

The understudy who later ascended
to the role of Tony introduced Slinger to a
college friend who would become Slinger’s
husband. “It turned out we lived across the
street from each other, which was very ran-
dom,” he explains. “That made it easy to date,
and we clicked, and it progressed to moving
in together. He proposed, oddly enough, in
Sydney, Australia, in January of 2012.7

On October 22, 2012, the couple was
married in Charleston, South Carolina
“Fifty people attended. It was a day all
about love,” says Slinger, explaining that
his husband, who hails from Charleston,
had been a performer for many vears but
is now studyving to become a wine som-
melier. Thev aspire to a future together
in Charleston in which wine “will be an
gpect,” says Slinger

Meanwhile, Slinger completed eigh-
teen months with West Side Story before
becoming danee captain and swing in Billy
El

four months on Broadway, where he also

of, first on the national tour, then for

understudied Older Billy, who performs
L triumphant “Swan Lake” ballet with
Younger Billy in Act 11

Next, Shinger worked with Harry Pot
ter star Daniel Radcliffe and Night Court's
John Larroquette in 2011's How to Succeed
in Business Without Reallv Trying, which
was nominated for the Tony Award for
best revival of a musieal, as was Slinger's
next project, Evita, opposite out actor
Ricky Martin

From his home in New York, Slinger
told OwtSmart, “I'm really excited to come
down to Houston. Spamalot should be re-
ally fun. I've never seen it, but I've seen
Monty Python and everyone I've ever spo-
ken to had an amazing time doing it. My
very best friend was in the national tour
and said, “You're going to love it.”

The outrageous musical comedy, with
music and lyries by Eric Idle and John Du
Prez and book by Idle, features a chorus
line of dancing divas and knights, flatu-
lent Frenchmen, flyving cows, killer rab-
bits, a legless knight, and several show-
stopping musical numbers. Among its hit
songs are “Always Look on the Bright Side
of Life,” “Find Your Grail,” and “The Song
that Goes Like This”

What: Monty Python's Spamalot

When: May 14-26

Where: Hobby Center, 800 Baghy Street
Tickets: tuts.com or 713/558-8887.

Donalevan Maines is a regular contributor
to OutSmart magazine.

Always remember, what happens in the corners, stays in
the corners.
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LIST OF EVENTS ONLINE

GALVESTON!

ONE OF THE TOP 20 HOME PORTS INTHE WORLD

| Come see 1615 Postoffice, Galveston circa 1898, in the heart of
East End Historical District, 3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths...$294,500!

Disney Cruise Lines now in Galveston!
David Bowers, Reaitor
=] The House Company
G| 409/763-2800

David@DavidBowers.com

* 2009-2010 President Galveston Historical Foundation
2000 President of Galveston Association of Realtors
= 211 GAR Realtor of The Year

Thank you Galveston for voling me:
“'BEST REALTOR IN GALVESTON" -OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 2012
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Summertime Fun at The Victorian

Year-round attractions and events on the lsland are enjoyed by all.

The new Galveston Histaric Pleasure Pier, with roller coaster and other amusement park ndes
Mondy Gardens Tropical Rainforest and Aguarium pyramids

Schiitterbahn Galveston Water Park, indoor and cutdoor water park;

Historic homes to tour Nature tours. Planes and trains museums.

Stay at The Victoran in a spacious and comfortable condo suite.

One bedroom conde, with bunk beds, sleeps 4 adults and 2 children, minimum two-night stay,

Twao nights (2) rates from $470.99 inclusive (roam rate fees and tax)
Ask about our weekly special (7 nights) from $1400.99 inclusive

{room rate, fees and fax)
‘ 7 THE
" (ONbO-1oTLL
besont € Comreernce Cemice

6300 Seawall « Galveston « TX = 855.251.9319

wwvw.facebook.comigalvestonvictonian » victoriancondo.com » promo cade 5T2 and 517

m continued from page 14

Peace, Love and Fur:
Bearwatch 14
Scheduled for

May 15-17

eace, love, and fur” highlights

BearWatch, the 1960s, hippie

themed convergence of manly
men and their admirers May 15-17 in
Galveston. “We take over the Inn at the
Waterpark,” said Ray Priest, chairman
of BearWatch 14, the 14th annual Bay-
watch-inspired beach weekend hosted by
the Houston Bears,

This year's events adds bar socials, in-
cluding a “bear bust” at the Pink Dolphin
with a $5 buy-in from 5 to 8 p.m., Friday,
May 17, followed by party from 8 p.m. to
1:30 a.m., with an underwear auction at
10 p.m. at Stars Beach Club

“Proeceeds will benefit our charities,”
said Priest, who is also director of chari-
ties for the one-hundred-member Houston
Bears, “There’ll be drink specials, silent
auction items, and raffles. Come, have a
brew and see the hot guys.”

Adies

r‘%"‘w
8.

We are a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organi

the greater Houston area. We work with area animal

shelters to foster, spay/neuter, and fac
tions for the hundreds of domestic rabb
or abandoned each year.

To learn me about living with a house rabbit,

visit our website:

mtﬁcw..
‘5 MM”‘M

www.BunnyBuddies.

This yvear’s charities are HATCH, Bering
Omega, and GCAM, the gay archives,” said
Priest, explaining that the three beneficiaries
serve a trio of life experiences for members of
the LGBT eommunity. “HATCH is about com-
ing into the world in a healthy, safe way. Ber-
ing Omega concerns our last days, going out.
And GCAM is about doeumenting our lives.”

Priest urged guests
to sign up early because
BearWatch has sold out
the past few vears, with
walk-ups turned away.
“We have a cap of 250,”
said Priest. “This way,
people get to know each
other. After a day or two,
you get to recognize faces,
and it gives everyone a
chance to mingle more.”

The annual event is
held in Galveston, said
Priest, “because we don’t
have a beach in Houston.”

The event began with a few friends driv-
ing to Galveston, but it’s turned into an an-
nual romp with games of tug of war, greased
pig wrestling, and an “infamous” pool and
foam party.

“There'll be a canopy-decorating contest
at the beach again this vear,” said Priest.

“We'll dig out all our best sixties and seven-
ties kitsch and decorate canopies, tents,
umbrellas, chairs, towels, or whatever we
plan to hang out in.”

In addition, he said, *New this year is
an optional trip to the Pleasure Pier on
Friday. For $27 additional, you can spend
Friday night at the Pleasure Pier. This
includes admission and
unlimited rides, but if that
isn't your thing, we'll have
a shuttle bus running a
circuit between the hotel,
the Pleasure Pier, and the
local bars.”

Priest, a South Caro-
lina transplant whose
first BearWatch was in
its seventh year, said the
Houston Bears welcome
bear chasers and potenfial
members to their monthly
gei-togethers 3 to 7 p.m.
on the first of every month at Tony’s Corner
Pocket. On June 2, the bears don drag for a
turnabout show at the bar, said Priest

BearWatchi4: May 15-17 in Galveston,
Texas + Info: bearwatch.net.

continued from page 89
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A CABARET EVENING FROM

7:30 p.m., Mondays, May 6, 13 & 20, 2013
The Performance Centre@The Ensemble Theatre
3535 Main (entrance Fannin & Berry)
$25 per person
713-465-64084 or www hayvoud il'\|,1.|n|,er1rrruait.t|.\-.nrg

qoupf SPONg

% O,
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¥'s gLay mAGE

JLLEN THUNT Fis THE PENFoaminG ARt
0 THE CITY OF MOUNTON THEDGGH THE HOURTON ASTS ALLIANCE

houston pride band

June 1, 2013 at 3PM
Free Concert

Resurrection MCC
2025 W. 11th St

{future

WNBA star)

(Sports Mustrated Vides, 4/17/13, Maggie Bray)

51 Video host Maggie Gray: Another big topic in sports
recently is sexuality, especially with the NFL. In foot-
ball it was rumored that maybe one or more players
were going to come out—that would become huge
news in the sports world and in general. In female
sports, women’s sports, in the WNBA, players have al-
ready come out, and it's really accepted. Why is there
a difference between men and women in that issue?

Brittney Griner: I really couldn't give an answer on why

that's so different. Being one that’s out, it's just being
who you are. . . . Don't worry about what other people

are going to say, because they're always going to say

The future of

sports: Brittney
Griner (seen here in a
recent game reaching
for a rebound) came
out last month.

something, but if you're just true to yourself, let that
shine through. Don't hide who you really are.

You're in a different position where you're not just
a regular person, you're a famous athlete, you're the
number one pick in the WNBA draft. How difficult was
it for you to make the decision?

It really wasn't too difficult. I wouldn't say I was hiding
or anything like that. I've always been open about who
[ am and my sexuality. So, it wasn't hard at all. If I can
show that I'm out and I'm fine and everything's okay,
then hopefully the younger generation will definitely
feel the same way

Eprror’s note: Griner was born in Houston and attended
Nimite High School.

Queer Quotes |

Compiled by
Blase
DiStefano

[P‘"Un .E_;,‘k @;u \%@ ,.l:

(Out, 513, Shana Naomi Krochmal)

“I had a project that | was shopping around for
TV called Butch and Fay, about two gay people,
very famous actors who marry each other

for the sake of their careers. ... Every single
person that | brought it to was kind of titillated
by the idea but ultimately shut it down, saying
that being gay in the industry just wasn't an
issue anymore. | know it’s not very popular to
bring this issue up, but it's still very difficult for
actors to get certain types of roles. We need to
hear it some more until things change.”

Channing Tatum on George Clooney

(The Sun, 3/27/13, Bella Battle)
Portia's project: what's the . ' . . .
news on Butch and Fay? Well, I've spent time with George Clooney, and he's

De Rossi is seen here at her s the most interesting man on the planet. He can do it all.
wife's (Ellen DeGeneres) ke Yep. | guess what I'm saying is I'd have sex with him.'

“star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame” ceremony.

(actor on Community,
Andrew Joel MicHale @i
(The Advecate, April/May 2013, Brandon Voss)
GarﬁEId Re: rumaors that he's gay.

{ The Huffingtan Post, 4/18/13) “0h, | still see that on Twitter every day. It's flat-
tering. | always find it really weird when guys flip

out over someone thinking they might be gay. If
a guy gets offended by

Actor Andrew Garfield, who
starred in last year's The
Amazing Spider-Man, tells 7
The Tr'mges ,;f London he has that, there’s something’s
no qualms about backing wrang w'“[ him. Llake it
same-sex couples’ right to as a compliment.
tie the knot. “Of course I'm Dude crushes:
in favor of marriage equality. “0oh, boy, | have so many.
Same-sex couples should have Josh Gad. Brian Williams.
the same rights as anybody Patrick Stewart. Nathan Fil
| else. There is no argument - Kobe Bryant.
| against equality. How can any- Chaz Bono.”
| one argue against compassion
| and understanding?”

. \what’s going
on with Joel
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DVD Shorts

Molly's Girl

tlareleasing com), -Troy Carninglon

Broadway Musicals: A Jewish Legacy
BROADWAY [
MUSICALS
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decade ago, openly gay
Israeli film director
[::.'\'E;IIJ Fox burst upon

the international film scene with

Yos:

L1

and Jagger. The tragic love
story told of two
Israeli soldiers who
had fallen deeply
and hopelessly in
love while serv-
ing in war-torn
Lebanon

A decade later,
Fox and his star
Ohad Knoller
{ Yossi) return.

Still mourning the loss of his

lover in battle, Dr. Yossi Gutmann

is now a eardiologist at a large
hospital in Tel Aviv, Clinically
depressed and deeply closeted,
Yossi has com-
pletely shut off
his emotions.

He's incapable

of joy on even

.

he uncharacteristically comes
out and tells her about his long
ago relationship with her son,

Yossi is a somber film about
learning to love again. In
portraying Yossi's deep
and quiet sadness, Knol-
ler gives a sensational
performance as a broken
spirit who yearns to re-
conneet with the world,
but has no idea how to
do so. When he meets
the younger, openly
gay, free-spirited Tom
(Oz Zehavi), Yossi's life
begins to change

Through his films, Evtan
Fox is primarily responsible for
changing Israel’s image from
a religious, war-torn nation
to that of a liberal,
tolerant gay destina-
tion, The director
and Knoller have a

long-standing work-

Ten years
later: the
closeted
Yossi (Ohad
Knoller, )
meets Tom
(0z Zehavi),
an openly gay
Israeli officer,
who repre-
sents a new
world.

Yossi s more than just a
character study. Fox makes nu-
merous, often critical observa
tions about the contradictions
of contemporary gay life, which
ring true in the U.3. as well
as in Israel. Yossi's attempt at
online dating turns out badly,

because he's let his appearance

go, The jovial Tom, out and
proud to his friends and to the
[sraeli Defense Forces, admits
that his parents have no idea
he’s gay, “They know nothing
about me,” he says.

Yossi is an intense film, but
it’s also profoundly romantic.
Like its predecessor, it teaches
us that love can heal many
wounds

Yosst, along with Yossi and
Jagger, 18 available on DVD
via Strand Releasing (strand

releasing.com).

David-Elirah Nahmod lives
in San Franciseo. Hiseclectic
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EMPOWERING LGBT HOUSTON

401 BRANARD STREET » HOUSTON, TX 77006 * MONTROSECENTER.ORG * 713.529.0037

Solving Life’s Problems
Is What We Do

Serving the umique legal needs of the LGBT community of

the Greater Houston area with estate planning and wealth

management stralegies that protect your rights, your family,

your properly and vour dignity.

Formerly Montrose Counseling Center

e outpatient tfreatment
e relapse prevention
e aftercare

sliding scale & grant
subsidies available

e N Mike Copentaver Marc iz
Acowork.  DirectorEytanfox o qpergne  Dlniconay i T PllrSIeY9 713-528-4963 832-419-8484
il l.I;'l""'.'\-cI oy S er { Lior Ash Iu_'rlm?.li takes Y,].T'.-—'l Hue".rh.".-_ a d.ﬂﬁng Romeo a a_.l{r' Mc Nal]lal'a MikeCopenhaver@remax.net MarcRiiz@ramax.net
mentcom) ~Fc I to a bar and tries to loosen him Juliet-ingpired tale of forbidden .

up. The doctor closes himself off love between a gay lsraeli and & F]_lnt. PLLC @  Each Office

even further, But when a patient a gay Palestinian. The actor 281-969-5452 o O c - Indopendently Owned

turns out to be Jagger’s mother, understands Fox's vision. The Fnrﬂ]antlaﬂy.cﬂm "Hﬁ.f' Initial f.ml.b'll‘"ﬂfl'lm 2626 Richmond Ave.
d; rector knows how to bring out Missouri City, TX We make House Calls! Houston, TX 77098 REALTOR
the best in his star
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Volume 3
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-In-strumenta_l Cases

A couple of cellos, a fiddle, a band, and an orchestra

Cellos’ epony-

mous 2011 do-

mestic debut disc
was an immediately
accessible crossover
delight. The Croatian
duo fiddled about
with songs by Muse,
U2, Nine Inch Nails,
and Kings of Leon,
among others, finding
a way to transform the
tunes without turning
them into a Hooked on
Classies horror show.
Expectations were
high for their sopho-
more release InZition
(Masterworks), but
to be fair, they're just
stringing us along,

True, they do uncover
nuances in the boring
and repetitive Ri-
hanna eut “We Found
Love,” take reward-
ing liberties with
Coldplay’s “Clocks”
(featuring none other
than Lang Lang on
piano), and express
themselves clearly
on the eriginal “Ori-
ent Express.” But some of their
choices work against them. AC/
DC's “Highway to Hell” and the
Police’s “Everv Breath You Take”
come off like a cross between
elevator music and a high school
recital. The addition of guest vo-
calists, particularly in the case
of Glee's Naya Rivera on Muse's
“Supermassive Black Hole,” are,
well, super-massive black holes
Here's the thing—while a couple
of the guest performers don't
overpower the 2Cellos, next time
out, they should trust their intu-
ition, their (cat)gut feelings, and
skip the guest stars,

Every once in a while, pop
fiddlers come to the forefront

and get the atten-
tion they deserve
In the 1970s, there
was Jean-Luc
Ponty and the late
Papa John Creach.
Beginning in the
1980s, Lisa Ger-
mano and Susan
Voelz played stints
as fiddlers for John
Mellencamp and
Poi Dog Ponder-
ing, respectively.
The first decade of
the 21st century

»a
ARYAN TERRY brought us the
i N B

RN

all-female string
guartets Bond
and Escala. More
recently, The
Dalls played some
dates opening for
queer singer/song-
writer Mika. But
it's YouTube hit
Lindsey Stirling

who =eems to be

her moment in the
spotlight with her
self-titled debut
disc on Bridgetone
A collection of originals, Stirling
favors dance loops and synthe-
sizers in the background on
most of the songs. Definitely a
new breed of dance diva, Stirling
should have no trouble packing
dance floors with “Transcen-
dance,” “Electric Daisy Violin,”
*Moon Trance;” and the house-y
“Spontancous Me.”

Bryan Ferry, the man who
co-founded one of the most im-
portant glam/progressive/pre-
punk rock bands of the 1970s
and '80s, has never been shy
about his affinity for music of
the retro variety. His numerous
solo records, including 1974's
Another Time, Another Place on
which he covered “Smoke Gets
in Your Eyes” and “You Are My
Sunshine,” are evidence enough

making the most of

of his varied musical tastes
What makes The Jazz Age
(BMG), credited to The Bryan
Ferry Orchestra, different
from the others is that it is an
album of Ferry originals (not
covers) performed in a vin-
tage, instrumental, big-band
jazz style that harkens back
about seventy to eighty years.
That’s right, Roxy Music songs
such as “Love Is the Drug,”
“Avalon,” “Do the Strand,” and
“Virginia Plain” have been
re-imagined in ways that you
probably never imagined. The
same holds true for Ferry solo
numbers including “Slave

to Love” and “Don't Stop the
Dance.” If this is meant to be a
novelty, it sure is novel. It also
allows Ferry fans to hear fa-
miliar songs in a sophisticated
new setting.

One of the most popular
jam/dance bands around,
Lotus continues to blossom on
their latest release Build (Sci
Fidelity). As jammy jams go,
the ten songs here are mostly
(and gratefully) at around the
four-minute mark and under.
There are no long, mastarba-
tory solos, and when Lotus
wants to gel you on your feet
and dancing, they know how
to do it. “Massif,” “Uffi,” “Neon
Tubes Part 1,” “Cutinuo,”
and most especially “Neon
Tubes Part 2” are respect-
able dance jams, If your taste
runs toward improvisational
instrumentals with pop music
flair, then you should bring
Lotus into your pad.

Gregg Shapiro is a regular
contributor to OutSmart
magazine.

|

‘74’Abbin‘s

912 Westheimer » 713.942.2321 = AladdinsHouston.com

Get A Real Mediterranean
Experience in Houston!

Aladdin Mediterranean is Censidered
R One cf the Best Restourants in Houston

Before

Cctavio Christapher
Earnos, MD R ] : Wright
Medical o Manager,
Directol J Laser Tech

Call for your consultation.

713.942 . SKIN (7546)
B17 W Gray St

({Getween Monpirose and Tall)

Thank You Ouivimarl Readers!
2012 Readers’ Choice Awards
Best Cosmetic Skin Care Center 7 Years ina row

Make
a
Smooth

Impression

520 Post Oaok Bled., Houston, TX 77027 713.626.3930 DAUGH

Best Male Real Estate Agent
- OutSmart Readers’ Chaica 2012

DIRECT

andyw@johndaugherty.com

OHNDAUGHERTY.COM joun

HHE - Ko geaveaik REALTO

Gordon E. Crofoot MD
Donald Harvey, PA-C

Internal Medicine & HIV

3701 KIRBY DR | 713.526.0005 [FCROFOOTMD.COM

QutSmartMagazinecom MAY 2013 77




ReadOut —'-'_"-.'-'—'-.-—'_._"
POOOO OO OO O (
e AN 00008000 088

‘No Straight Lines’ Dwggy w Wonderland com
Clue ’Dng_ Produts

'Dug_ Collors ® Losls ® Horuesses
'Dng Buds ® 'Dog_ App
AU Netunod) Theats

P Furmslure ® Ele.

Plus Kitty
Products foo!

1.866.280.1818

The value of queer comics

ReadOut Shorts

The Elephant of Surprise
Brent Hartinger

No Straight Lines: Four
Decades of Queer Comics

Edited by Justin Hall

2013 - Fantagraphics
(fantagraphics.com)

328 pages, $29.99, softcover

Elephan

alirprise
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and had long been marginal
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youth. Buddha Kitty Baoks (brent o Straight Lines, an

hartingercom) ~Angel Corfis anthology of gay comics ized, very rarely getting any by straight men, Hall reports,
eollected and edited by shelf space at comic book stores, they broke boundaries wi

Il Call It Like | See it . I = . ries with

Shelia Morris

Shedla Marris is a

¥l Cate Iy
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People of the Bear Moiher
T.D. Austin

Justin Hall, was first printed
in May 2012. But given its edgy
nature, it was not. reviewed in
mainstream print or air media
until the end of that year, when
a discussion of the hook finally
came out in the New York Times
| spent several months trying to
order a copy, only to find Ama-
zon unable to produce one until
very recently. Today, copies are
more easily found, and this work
is highly recommended for its
artistic creativity and ample 307
pages of beautifully reproduced
drawings

Hall had plenty of places to

this unique and vibrant artistic

or awards, or attention at comic
convent illn.‘i .'Inq]_ events.

In a short introduction,
the editor gives a history of
gay comics, created for artistic
expression and awareness of a
growing wider audience. Hall
begins with Touko Laaksonen,
“the first gay cartoonist,” pub-
lishing in the mid-1940s, selling
through mail-order in Europe.
In 1957 Laaksonen began illus-
trating Physique Pictorial, using
the pen name Tom of Finland.
With the weakening of the U5,
ohscenity laws in the 1960s,
Laaksonen was, along with his

occurred in 1969, a wave of gay

depictions of sex, drugs, and
other such adult topics, and
“tended toward misogyny and
homophobia™

Another leading artist in
the early days was Trina Rob-
bins, who in 1970 published
It Awn't Me, Babe Comies, the
first all-female comic anthology,
followed by Come Out Camix
in 1973, born in the basement
of a local women's karate
school. Gay Comix arrived in
1980, with major contributions
by Howard Cruse, who was
already producing Barefoot

as a series; it survived for

came the work of Ralf Kionig,

WA, !ac:eb-:nck comy
DogdyinWonderiand

® &0 & ’%
......*n_im'

High Quality
Compassionate Care

Voted One of the Best Psychiatrists '

- QutSmart 2011 Readers' Choice

Diplomate of the Aerican
of Psychiatry and Neurology

A S landscaping + design, inc.-
713.957.0448 www.ajslandscaping.com

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS + CONTRACTORS

Don't let yourself

get bogged down with TAXES,
Leave your troubles at my door!!

Gary M.Gritz

CPA

20 Years Experience
Personal & Business
Tax Returns
Monthly & Quarterly
Payroll Tax Returns
Arbitration with IRS
Local & State
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lack of communication among
various parts of the national gay
“gqueer
cartooning,” as Hall puts it, was

community, Moreover,

Sean’s “Gayer than Strange.”
Underground comics “exploded
in San Francisco,” with Robert

Crumb publishing the first issue

of Zap Comixin 1968. While
part of the overall California

= Centrally Located Office
« Appointments Readily Available

Access to Providers via Cell Phone 24/7
713/869-7400

3310 Katy Freeway, Suite 310, Houston, TX 77007

Heights

3310 Katy Freeway, Suite 310
713.784.3030
ggyankss@aol.com
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FRVATE Event: -

2014 Cruises & Tours
| 7 NIGHTS - MARDI GRAS BARBADOS CRUISE
| February 15 - February 22,2014  from
| Departs from Miami, Florida $1,428pp

14 NIGHTS - CHINA AND JAPAN CRUISE
April 13 - April 26,2014 from
Departs from Hong Kong, China ~ $1,729pp

L AGTIS

GLBT CRUISES & TOUR EVENTS

fast

a division of CruiseCenter

7 NIGHTS - GREEK ISLANDS & TURKEY CRUISE
June 21 - June 28, 2014 from
Departs from Venice, Italy $849pp

PRIVATE EVENT from

7 NIGHTS $599pp
13TH ANNUAL HALLOWEEN CRUISE
October 25 - November 01, 2014
Departs from Houston, Texas

7 NIGHTS - 11TH ANNUAL LABOR DAY ALASKA CRUISE
August 31 - September 7, 2014 from

Departs from Seattle, Washington $749pp m

MAass

bodywork

A o
M.T., N.M.T., Il Reiki T

neurocmuscular

Houston's best
massage therapists,
2009.2010,2011

-outsmart magazine

713 269 7926
geworks.com

age,

sports
swedish
deep tissue

reikl

Voted one of

p"'"E ‘Rll

and 2012

4412 WASHINGTON, HOUSTON, TX 77007
713.880.5111
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Among those struggling to keep work-
ing in the field was Alison Bechdel; her .
Dykes to Watch Out For was first seen

in 1983. Unlike earlier times, however,

enough gay publications existed by that Voted One of

aD the Best Gyms
713.869.3222 « 1102 Yale St, Houston, TX 77008

era that a fledgling cartoonist could make
cloge to a living wage. The call for closer
community arrived along with the AIDS
¢risis around that time, while outside the
fences a backlash against gays reared, al-
most demolishing the community so care-
fully ereated underground. Queer cartoons
could still educate, entertain, and move
emotions, so the number of artists then
working in the field become too numerous
to list here, even in Hall's introduction.
Undoubtedly this is a valid and sought
after means of expression with a widening
audience. Many of the comies included in
Hall's book eould be enjoyved by both straight
and gay people. | regret that some of the
book’s visuals could not be reproduced here

Emror’s norE: The New York Times Book

Review discussion of No Streight Lines can
| -

¥ 2013 Revolution |

Get up to Ofle ﬂlO[lTl-l Fﬂ

be found in the December 2, 2012, archive,

Kit van Cleave is a freelance writer living
in Montrose. She has published in local,
national, and tnternational media.

with your membership
Valid through D4/30/13

Our BIGGEST issue of the year is almost here!

Don't miss reaching the dynamic, affluent and loyal OutSmart readership we deliver

each and every month—especially in our June Pride issue. With our 60,000 print readers,

and our ever-growing website audience, OutSmart celebrates 20 years of bringing the well-
educated and sophisticated LGBT consumers with the highest disposable income to your door.

Space Reservation Deadline: May 17, 2013

For advertising rates and information call 713/520-7237
or email marketing@outsmartmagazine.com
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| Calendar of Events

Compiled by i
Marene |
Gustin |
|
!
Or is it Artifice’?
‘ H That is the best/worst thing that ean happen to
an artist? He dies, and the value of his works
skyrockets. That's the premise of Artifice, a Houston
premiere comedy/mystery at Theatre Suburbia this
month. Judy Reeves directs this romp about the art- : — S -
ist's estrange d wife, Maggie ln:i he r} illery manager Dead artist, expensive art: Heather Gabriel (I-1), Jim
sL & eslrange * MAZEe, | - aliery manage - - .
: £ ;.g .g - & Wyatt, 5abrina Rosales, and Christopher Conway star in f
Richard, who mlust sell his art l,U_ﬂ\'UJd Lmnlr_aruptc_v Theatre Suburbia’s Artifice. !
Before the auction they host a private showing, invit- . . I
ing influential newspaper maven Judith Fontaine and Theatre Suburbia is Northwest Houston’s longest- T h e f' rSt Ste p IS u p to yO u
rich real-estate mogul Mick Fitzgerald. A gorgeous running all-volunteer playhouse and is current ly
actor, a sassy cocktail waitress, and a humorless art celebrating its fiftv-second season. Call 713/682-3525. or ) [ : ! .
critic also attend. Mick is poised to buy, and Judith’s visit theatresuburbia.org for more information about 1J'| 15 If you know you need a little help, it starts with a simple phone call
coverage of the story will put the gallery on the map, fun play that runs through May 11. Tickets top out at Board Eligible Psychiatrist Christopher L Boehme, MD spedializes in
but will a totally unexpected visitor, a snowstorm, $14, making Theatre Suburbia performances one of the Adult and Geriatric Psychiatry ages 18 and up treating all major I
and aiilte /er SDO » showing? st values in entertainme round. <Marene Costi A } : : ; L
and a jilted lover spoil the showing? best values in entertainment areound, -Marene Gustin Psychiatric disorders including Major Depression, Bipolar Disorder, |
ADHD, Anxiety disorders, and Schizophrenia. Take the next step,
ACURA  DIRECT | 713.696.2365 \
) EMAIL | MCHAN@STERLINGMCALLACURA.COM
g ) ' ntrose Mental Health 3
PERFORMING ARTS typical notions alkery 1724 j'nd'rgn Grrfs mr.\‘r jaan Baez niv a ?:1 34920?2 3 T™ 77006 Mﬂ : &
* THROUGH MAY 3 See gallery1724.blogsp f U ! @ the
Daniel nnd' me Dreamecatcher. Children's * THrROUGH JUNE 23
Dpera tory of a boy confronting the giant Always . ., Patsy Clime. Si
'-l ,».lI Produced by | nilleroutdoor 25th-anr "

theatre.com Chine's relatic 3 with 1T ek out stages . M,m 23
* THROUGH May 4 theatre corm for details : ; Anaointed and Adorned: Indian Weddmgs in
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. * May 2-12 Fouston Opening Reception. Detal
Music Box Musicals presents Houston's first profes Elton John and Tim Rice’s Aida, A artsalliance com/folklife/rememberedreg

[ast wishes

sional regional production of take on the famous opers prese ; 1 Houston Symphony and Jewish Federation of -

Box Theater. See themusichaxtheater.cor rics at Barnevelder Arts Complex. Detajls at bayoucity Greater Houston present a concert 1ecogn 7ing L In Home Pet Hospica & Euthanasia
The Night of the Iguana. The |as theatr 51 ) T singer David ' N <% 2 ;e

best masterpiece by Tennessee Williar * May 3-4 { pop, Clas-

Southwest. Call 713/661-9505 or theatresouthwest World Premiere of Sarah Roﬁlenb{'rg s ‘In the )

org for ticket info 10N Garden of Dreams.’ Da Came _.| 'n.u..?l" ymphony.org o

* THrRouGH May 5 obsession with dreams and tt * May 23-Juiy 12

Tristan and Isolde. Houston ¢ iran
mtreduces a new productic
searing play,

visual art, psychology, and theater of g Anainted and Adorned: Indian Weddings in
Check out dacamera.com Hauﬂnn Exhib w tribute to the r
L0 at = May 4 ptive tr: wed

713/228-6737 or houstongrandopera.org Lisa laeb and Nine Stories. This ylklife
The Red Velvet Cake War. ! Southern-fed com hrates the Cramr rememberedrepained
edy about families and food at the historic Crightor e. For information, visit 429records.com
atre i Conroe. Check out cnghtontheatre org fo . M»w 10-25 ART & PHOTOGRAPHY
etals There Is @ Happiness That Morning Is. 20015 s « THROUGH May 25
* THROUGH May T run of Maher sex, and th ry of Troy Dugas: Modernized for Mildness. Loussiana
N Trovatore. Houston Grand Opera’s 2012-2013 Willigm : Im rett N.u 15 10 artist Troy Dugas has his first solo exhibition in Hous

seasan concludes with Verdi's opera of p begin his review tan at McMurtrey Gallery. See memurtreygallery.com

vengeance, Contact HGO at 713/228-6757 or hou Catastrophic Theatre's ideali Rusty icmby Sink Sketc.hes Rusty Scrul
grandopera.org not even going to try” O | 12 boundary between st |I|- f,
Artifice. Theatre Suburbia presents the Houston * May 14-26 d drawing, His n i o
premiere of this comic mystery about art and artifice Spamalot. Thea C o
See the company website at theatresuburbia.ore for thon's Spama mpesition alongside a kee Sa}r GO[](I hye 1n fhE
mare information. ripped off from 115 choice of materials. See memurtray "
* THrouaH May 25 Grail. Visit tuts.com f t gallery.com for details com fﬂl't Of H ome...
‘ Legends of Wind & Fire. /\ bi-Iingual (English/ » May 18 * ThrouaH May 26 S0k Itati
Spanish) retelling of classic Argentinian and Brazilian Garifuna Punta and Paranda. Lumali and Spemﬂ' Reminiscential. I‘ yuston Center for Conlemporary Ieiois SORaUIRERN
I fables, told by Millartray and Mapu, two rambunctious Guests. Athree-concert series focusing on the expanding Craft exhibit paying homage to momenta mon and * Hospice Care
Mative American youth. Tauring throughout the cultural traditions of Hou Latino communities funeral art. See crafthouston.org for detals « Futhanasia
Houston area, see expresstheatre.com for dates and of Central America, the Canibbes * THRousH May 31 :
locations tions will include  half-hour worksh Jessica Dupuis Debuts New Work in Miniature. » Clay vow Mamonal Reapsake
* THROUGH May 31 minute performance to follow. Se A ceramic exhibit al The Kenmore inside Callery 1724 « Grief Support
Skin, Embellished. \n exhibition exploring not-50- com/folklite/rememberedregaine See the-kenmore. blogspot.com for details, — L 0 D G i N G ok

_[laytlme Mta{—lluurs 3

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING: 4 few lines of info about your event: date/time: cost: loc anization name: and phone number For lodging or events in the country or on the HFSIDI:IC Fayetteville Square
' E-man ivro 10: Colendar@outsmartmagazine.com. Mauw mro to: OutSmart Magazine. 3406 Auduborn P TT006. Fax mvro to: 113(523-3275, contact Joan at 713-818-9766 or Joan@BlackbirdFarmTexas.com.

NO LISTINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE DEADLINE DATE—5 P.M., FRIDAY, MAY 10. I WWW.BLACKBIRDFARMTEXAS.COM
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* THROUGH JuNE 7
Mary Beth Woaccak bits a series of |

inspired by her tray

0 .
ﬁm bf'm‘m . / /—{ﬂ; ston,

. THDOL.Gr« A.Jc.Ls 30
Srm SunnyPﬂrk U'nwnven Light. A nstallatic

Park for Ric

Wink fencing

. THT"\L,“ H Jr.-umnv ‘I‘I ?DI&

Damel Anguilu and Aamn Parazelt Mural. 5

2811 Eastman Street beautiful mural, called Skywrit

H awnoaleartcent e for mor
ouston, TX 77009 o My S dina 14

H're (yru's Cﬂmder und An(lenr Pe.rsm he Museum ¢

8 Arts, I d 1l | eatur

A e Art Ce
VNOAE

www.jimbentonhouston.com
713-802-2860

Please Visit Us Online At
Facebook.com/JimBentonofHoustonLLC

* May 3-AucusT 18
Erzanhne ﬂrmgs m r.'re Wnr.rd'

« May 9=-12
Art Car Parade Weekend. The |argest Art

* May 10=-June 15
lawndale irl Ctnler Exh!buls

« May 24- ~AUGUST 25
Late Surrealism. This small and focused exhibitior

b M ¥ 3I
Summer E:hlblhon Dpl‘mng Receptlon he recept

. Mf:\v 31 5.'."' I‘I—_MI:L-LJ 8
The Toa.‘ at Hpnd bition s

atm A

Ctrl + P. Re

* May 55 :
East Beach Grand Re-opening Celebration. Cruise on

marciﬁ&i“'“ig;ﬁ A+

(800) 592-9058
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* training clients with medical

RADIO
After Hours: Queer Radio with Attitude features the
Mz \,L]L,c"n"'“'hlf Zone) with Jimmy Carper. Sunday

0 ght=3am, KPFT 90,1 FM « kpft org *

&

Queer Voices. Features, news, music, interviews, reviews
and commentary day nights, 9=11pm, KPFT 90,1 FM »
kpft.org « 713/526-4000

FILM
* May 4-5 anp 10
The Rhythm of Film. ¢

GALAS & PARTIES
* May 4
La Valiente 2013. Cala for Voices Breaking B 16

Mlll'i! Nil’hl 01'1 ﬂl! Slranﬁ Bring your lawn chair and
nead to the isle for a free movie at Saengerfest Park. Dirty
starts at 7 p-m

. M_-\r 10&MN

Yaga's Wild Game BBQ Cook-off. |1’ = wi(

* May 11

Wild Drag Safaril A wild and crazy top su
raiser for LGBT 2 c

n, raftle, and
t '.‘. d Drag Saf
. MA 16
Pink at the Brown Unplugged. A g

Saint Arnold Brewery Pre—Parﬂ and Spamalot Package.

* May 18

2nd Annual 2nd Chance Prom Dance. A {un evert

sonal Fitness Consaltant

* 32 years experience in physical

fitness

*weight reduction, body shaping, >

muscle toning
2215 Lawrence St
The Heights
NO gym membership
required
917 886 8844

www.theartoffitnessbyjerrymorris.com
theartoffitnessbyjerrymorris@gmail.com

issues, including surgeries,
illness, etc...

down fo the sle to celebrate the $1.6 milhon makeover of
East Beach. Enjoy live entertainment, a bonfire, fireworks,
and more

AND OTHER THINGS
* May 1

Deadlme for call for entnes for 2013 Houston Fringe

Fest. freneticore ne

. M.w 4

Grll!v Coddess Fest anen 5 5|( Run. V!

«Mav4 &5
Housten's Annual Pond Tour. [he H

larko :':!.:--. ai
« Mav 4 &5, 11&12
39th Annual Historic Homes Tour, T
* May B
The Texas Exes LGBT Network. All are we

* May 11
Legacy’s Handcrafted Health Care Event. [

« May 17 & 18
Galveston Island Beach Revue. Confest

* May 18
Island Market. Held from 10am. to & por

* May 31
Deadline for 2013 ZIJM Lﬂwndali Hrtlst Studlo
Pragrﬂm tof

~CtSrmart
Gayess, & Greatest
. 5

12

> * Magazines

B . Gifts

* Fleshjacks

* Huge selection
of Lubricants
& Lotions

14002 Northwest Fwy- (Hwy 290)
(exit Tidwell | between Tidwell & Fairbanks N. Houston)

| 713.462.5152 » executivexxxvideo.com

. _l'_uur-l
27th Annual AIA Houston SandCastle Competition.
This Is some serous sand play. For over two d | [

ompehtions. See a

SAVE THE DATE

= JuNe 17-AucusT 12

Humphr:es School Snmmer Eamp heatre Linder the
Al = o for kids.4 1

Humphries Schnoliummer Eamp
rs s musical theat p for kids

- JL {E l? Au.;u:T 12

The River Summer Camp.

River Performing and Visual Arts Center ha

A BIGGER MINI
THAT BEAR-HUGS
CORNERS

IS NOT NORMAL.

» Juwy 9-12
Holocaust Museum Houston Summer Institute,

ONGOING
* DaiLy (Sun.-Fri.)
HIV Testing. Planned Parenthood offers free, anonymous

* Daiy (Mon,
HIV Testing. fr

. Dn LY (Mtr\ -F-—H}

HIV Testing. H Vest 18th = 713/ 426-002
» Daiy (er. F:.-l}
HIV Testing. |

The four-door MINI Countryman
with seating for up to five and
available all-wheel drive:

CALL NOW MOMENTUM MINI
Luyrs::nffc 10000 SOUTHWEST FWY
e HOUSTON, TX 77074-1202

888-777-4081

i
W Tejasﬂ

55 :d’ L RIC - HEMIII['SHI‘HE'HSMI‘S

www.tejasair.com

e 832.287.6117

tejasair@sbeglobal.net 1acuacoosioc

MOMENTUMMINILCOM

[ —
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JOE TRAMONTE REALTY, INC
s @ 1802 Broadway, Ste 206
Galveston, TX 77550

1968
[4091 165-9837 Tramnmellaalnl (Hi1]]]

4

F
VI Tramonte
Owner-Broker

1601 Ball 5206P1/2 1401E Beach D
5/4.5/2-3411 81 2/2/2 1,025 st 3/2 -1428 51 : :ﬁ%ﬂ;ﬁﬂ
$435,000 $199,500 $485.000 §529.500

If you want to drink, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Hundreds of meetings a week in your area.
For information call (713) 686-6300, or visit www.aahouston.org

For general information visit: www.aa.org

The Ryan White Planning Council Invites You to
Meet Houston Public Leaders & Give Public Comment on...

Ryan White Part A, Part B
and State Services
Service Definitions for 2014
Also learn about

HIV/AIDS Trends and Highlights
for Houston and the Surrounding Areas

7:00 p.m. ~ Wednesday, May 29, 2013

This televised Public Hearing will be held at the
Houston City Hall Annex Council Chambers
900 Bagby Street, Public Level

Downtown Houston - Free Parking in Back
ASL and Spanish translators in attendance

' For more info or to register for free Childcare or transportation
PLEASE CALL IN ADVANCE:
Phone: 713-572-3724 * Fax: 713-572-3740 * TTY: 713-572-2813

Ryan White Planning Council Office of Support
2223 West Loop South, Suite 240; Houston, TX 77027

Visit us on the web: www.rwpcHouston.org
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EMBody: Whole Health, Wellness and Resiliency
LBT Breast CJHCE.I:.SI.I.H'WD.TS Suppbrl Group. 5pn
Montrose Center, 401 Branard St * montrose realit

EMBady: Introduction to Yoga. tpm. Montros:

Dz-pri;ssi.r.‘.ﬁ- Bipolar Support Group. 7pm_ M
HelpingTransGenders Anonymous, & facilifal

Fa'thérsl Firsl..i . ton
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Robert Snellgrove, Icsw
Counselor | Psychotherapist

4617 Montrose Suite €206
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713.522.7014 www.robertsnellgrove.com

Looking Good!

SPRING EYE ASSOCIATES

6640 Cypresswood Drive, #105 « Spring, TX 77379
281/355-9090 * SpringEyeAssociates.com

Seeing Well...
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Over 40,000
Items at Everyday

GHADUA TION
CELEBRATION

2830 HICKS ST. (BETWEEN WASHINGTON & I-1D)
L 713-869-8321 » www.ArnesWarehouse.com Y
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New Survey Shows
Growing Support for
Gay Rights among
Houstonians

by Megan Smith

ttitudes among Houstonians have
significantly shifted in favor of gay
rights over the past few years,
cording to the thirtv-second annual Kinder
Institute Houston Area Survey
Stephen Klineberg, co-director of Rice
University’s Kinder Institute for Urban
Research, released the 2013 survey, which
reaches representative samples of residents
from the entire ten-county Houston met-
ropolitan aref, at a news cor ference at the
university in late April.
Ot of the 1,304 Houston respondents

interviewed this year, 53 percent believe

Boy Scouts to
Consider Lifting Ban
on Openly Gay Youths

by Katia Hetterm, CNN

he Boy Scouts of America would no

longer deny membership to youth on

the basis of sexual orientation but
would maintain its ban on openly gav adult
leaders under a propesal it is considering,
the group announced in April

The organization’s executive committee
made the proposal, which is expected to be
presented to the Boy Seouts’ voting mem-
bers at its May meeting in Dallas, If the
policy is approved, it will take effect Janu
ary 1, 2014

“If approved, the resolution would mean
that ‘no youth may be denied membership
in the Boy Scouts of America on the basis of
sexual orientation or preference alone.” The
BSA will maintain the current membership
poliey for all adults,” Boy Scouts public rela-
tions director Deron Smith said.

In February, the Boy Scouts’ national
executive board postponed a vote on lifting
its outright ban on openly gay Scouts and
troop leaders and ordered a survey of its
members on the issue.

The survey showed a generational split
between adults and youth in the seouting
community. While most adults support the
Boy Seouts' current poliey of “excluding
open and avowed homosexuals, young par-
ents and teens tend to oppose the policy,”

that “homosexuality i1s something people can-
not change,” rather than “something people
choose.” An B-percent increase from 2011 and
a 13-percent increase from 2009, this year’s
fipure proves minds ave changing in Hous-
ton. “Increasingly, homosexuality is coming
to be seen as a part of the natural variation
in the human condition and not so much as

a personal cheice subject to moral censure,”
Klineherg said.

Positive opinions of marriage :'—-']!1:]]&1_\'
among Houstonians are at an all-time high
as well, aceording to the report. The survey

that 46 percent of respondents now
support same-sex marriz 4 jump from 43
pereent in 2009:

However, an evident generational gap still
exists when it comes to the idea of gay rights
and marriage equality, the report notes.
Sixty-five percent of younger participants
sixtesn to twenty-nine, believe that “homo-
sexuality is morally acceptable,” while only 32
percent of respondents over age sixty agree
with this statement. Similarly, even though
61 percent of the vounger group expressed

support for marriage equality, only 36 percent

according to the survey.

The change doesn’t go far enough for
James Dale, an Eagle Scout and former assis-
tant troop leader who sued the scouts under
New Jersey state law after he was kicked out
of the Boy Scouts in 1990 because he is gay

“This proposal continues to send a de
structive message, offering the veneer of ac
ceptance while still communicating that be-
ing gay is immoral,” Dale said. “Fair-minded
Americans will not again weleome the Scouts
until they stop discriminatin

Dale’s lawsuit, filed in 1992, said his
expulsion violated the state's anti-discrim
ination law. When his case made it to the
Supreme Court in 2000, the court ruled that
it would violate the Boy Scouts’ First Amend-
ment protection of freedom of asseciation to
require that it accept gay members.

Lawyer Evan Wolfson, who represented
Dale in that case, applauded the move to in
clude gay youth in scouting but agreed that
banning them once they're adults is wrong.

Former Eagle Scout John Stemberger,
founder of OnMyHonor. Net, a group opposing
the policy change, said the Boy Scouts cur-
rently allow anyone to participate, disallow-
ing only “the open and aggressive promotion
of homosexuality and political agendas,” ac-
cording to a statement

“When it comes to young boys, parents
should still have the final say on the issues
of sexuality and politics,” he said. “Allowing
open homosexuality in the BSA injects both
thoze topics right into the program. We urge
the national council to vote against this reso-
lution and uphold the time-tested member-

of participants over age fifty-nine said
the same

In addition to collecting and analyzing
views on gay rights and marriage equality,
the survey also found that Houstonians’
suppert for immigration reform has grown
significantly, that there is overwhelming
support in the city for expanding criminal
background checks for gun sales, and that
Houstonians report no improvement in
their personal financial situations, despite
the cityv's strong economy and low unem-
plovment rates.

*Through more than three decades of
systematic research, the annual Kinder In
stitute Houston Area Survey has measured
this region’s remarkable economic and
demographic transformations and recorded
the way area residents are responding to
them,” Klineberg 2aid. “No other metropoli-
tan region in America has been the focus of
& long-term research p am of this scope
No city more clearly exemplifies the trends
that are ra v refashioning the social
and political landscape across all of urban

America.”

ship policy of the Boy Scouts.”

The Family Research Council hopes to
convince the votng members to vote no
The group is presenting a Stand with the
Seouts simuleast on May 5, asking people
to watech together in their churches and
homes

“The outecome of this decision will affect
the very future of Scouting, as a shift in the
policy would undermine the very principles
held by the BSA for over a century,” said
the council on its website, “This decision i
too important for those who value the Boy
Scouts and itg value to American communi-
ties to stand idly by,"

Provo, Utah, Scout leader Paul Barker
sees the glass as half full

“1 am forever an optimist, and 1 see it as
a very big step forward in the right direc-
tion to which I will applaud,” said Barker,
an Eagle Scout and married father of four,
ages four months to seven years

Saddened by recent stories of Eagle
Seouts turning in their badges, Barker
launched Ally Patches to support gay
Seouts and their allies and create an atmo-
gphere that's more welcoming.

Barker’s website is selling patches,
similar to these that Scouts earn, to signal
support for gay members. {The price tag is
$3.50 per patch, and 31 goes to the Family
Acceptance Project.]

“I had great, great leaders [in the
Scouts]; they were like second parents
to me,” he said. “I took their example of
love and compassion and wanted to do
something.” ™
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Texas United Charities
High Heal Race and
Blue Bonnet Cantest

at the Crocker Bar

BRB final night betare closing
March 30

?T-E £E4.8808 + MWW.EDAYPOSTCARDS. COM

Connecting and
supporting one
another through
the challenges of
being HIV+.

1f you don't know your
status, call us to make an

10 get tested.

appointment
Call us at 713.529.0037.

Spring Cruise to

Key West & The Bahamas

May 12-19,2013 | Carnival Magic ™
Departs from Galveston

New England & Canada Cruise
October 12-19, 2013 | Caribbean Princess ™
Departs fram NewYork

Gayribbean Pre-Halloween Cruise
October 20-27, 2013 | Carmival Magic*
Departs from Galveston

New Year’s Eve at Sea

GALL TODAY!
877-560-8318
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SOUTH BEACH
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HAND CAR WASH & DETAIL CENTER

WrMuuM

Book Your Warm Weather and Fun Today!

126 W. Gray St. | Hbushn'—!x 77019 |Tel: (713) 529-3444

WWW.SOUTHBEACHAUTOSPA.COM

[Srealk @mg @f Vomr
Swal] ofs SpAIDGEY

JOIN NO\IN & GET THE

SUMMERIEREE!

NO EXCUSES - JOIN TODAY!
Hurry! Offer ends May 31, 2013! Tour Club for Details.

USTON GYM 713.880.9191

1501 Durham www_ houstongym.com
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Bunnies on the Bayou
Adth annual fundralser

March 31

GLOBAL University of Houston
HATCH fundraiser af Meteor

March 4

§ Get abs-olutely amazing results.

Guaranteed to lose 6 inches in just two hours.
Scientifically proven results, and the inches stay
off for 30 days! Text NEWBODY to 75309

Inch

thiscantbelipo.com

ity Pre-Owned Vehicles
eryone is Approved
NEXCAR

Your Next Car Is Here!

T

A32-304-4227 20515 North Freeway (1-45N) Spring TX 77388 www.NexCarAuto.com
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in Cancer Detection L

2120 Ashland (@ West:22nd
Houston, Texas 77008 Ha
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SANDWICHES

Greenspoint Area , Beltway B and 1-45
INSIDE THE LOOFP, West Rd. Exit
M-F 11-6 pm | Sat 11-5 pm
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i

MainelySandwiches.com ‘3‘5:281.820.3920

Catering for 10 to 500!
Lobster Rolls made fresh at your meeting/event!
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SPECIAL EVENT VENUE AVAILABLE FOR
ANNIVERSARY PARTIES
BIRTHDAY PARTIES
COMMITMENT CEREMONIES
COCKTAIL RECEPTIONS
CONCERTS
FASHION SHOWS
REUNIONS

1600 WEBSTER STREET | HOUSTON, TX 77002 | 713.772.5175
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Houston TX 77006
www.copydotcom.com always open * steam * sauna * whirlpool * huge outdoor pool & patio
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AED VELVET
CHEESECARE

It's Good,

For Goodness Sake!

616 WESTHEIMER
713-521-3838
ILOVEKATZS.COM

parg siybrap

Memorial Drive

MAINTENANCE

Allen Parkway

g' ggﬁrsﬂﬂ:gTwE * Guaranteed Parts & Services

EXCELLENCE

Monday - Friday 7am - 6pm

= State-of-the-Art Automotive
Repair Facility

* Mechanics Specialize in Both
Import & Domestic Vehicles

» Quality, Reliable and Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

» Centrally Located with Immediate
Access to I-10 and Memorial
Dr/Allen Parkway
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A Premiere (leaning Service sine 1989

Fomily Owned & Operoted
Move In-0ut [ Orgonizing
+ Specialists in Datail Cleaning
Waekly, Bi-monthly, One-tima

Trovel in Team with Supervisor®
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Banded & Insured for ,
Your Protection -
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A Professiona
Home Cleaning
Service
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ANDY’S ALL-STAR

PEST CONTROL
——713-732-7742

Complete Pest Control Service
b Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Contro

This is Termite Swarming Season
Call us to Protect your Investment

Call
Andy

__ ~ for a free quote
, =
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ReMax CityView Grand Opening. On March
27, ReMax CityView held their grand opening
at the new Houston location at 2909 Baldwin.

Joining the festivities are (I-r) Corey Thiege, Dr.

Evan Mapes, Jared Cox, Elizabeth Seal, and Eric
Gage, the broker/owner of the realty firm

Night of Beauty at Urban Retreat.
On March 21, Urban Retreat
celebrated a Night of Beauty with
the launch of L'Vere, an exclusive
makeup line now being sold only at
Urban Retreat. Makeup artists were
on hand to demonstrate L'vere’s
amazing quality and unbelievable
color selection. Pictured are

(I-r) Sarah Day, Jesse Cougot, Joan
Turley, Brad Collins, Saira Ali, Mike
Butte, Alyssa Goldstein, Dynzle
Kellebrew, and Kevin Batiste.

Torchy's Tacos Heats Up Houston. On

April 17, Torchy’s Tacos kicked off the grand
apening of its new location in Rice Village

at 2400 Times Blvd. A Heights location will
open on 19th Street this June. Pictured are
(l=r) Jay Walk (VP of Operations), Michael
Rypka (VP of Marketing and executive chef),
Alfonso Angelone (VP of IT), Rebecca Kubena
(VP of Finance), and Farrell Kubena (VP of
Development).

License to Love. Texas artist Kiki Neumann created

some Big Texas Love with her marriage equality
graphic “License to Love” T-shirts commemo-
rating the Supreme Court’s hearing of oral

arguments for cases concerning the
constitutionality of same-sex marriage on
March 26 and 27. Neumann is a Houston
folk artist who, for the last fifteen years,
crafted useful items from found materi-
als found on urban streets. Lately, her
medium is license-plate art. “License to
Love” T-shirts celebrate marriage equal-
ity. Proclaim your right to love at Pride
this year! A portion of the proceeds
from T-shirt sales benefit Equality Texas,
T-shirts with this original design can
be ordered online and are exclusively
distributed by Suzette Cotto at
createalovelylife.com. ®

m continued from page 12

ESPN baskethall analyst Chris
Broussard said the Bible calls homo-
sexuality a sin. “If you're openly living in
unrepentant sin, whatever it may be, not
just homosexuality, adultery, fornication,
premarital sex between heterosexuals,
whatever it may be, I think that's walk-
ing in open rebellion to God and to Jesus
Christ,” he said.

NFL receiver Mike Wallace tweeted
Monday: “All these beautiful women in
the world and guys wanna mess with
ather guys SMH."

He tweeted again, saying he was
being misinterpreted. “Never said any-
thing was right or wrong I just said |
don’t understand!! Deeply sorry for any-
one that | offended.” he wrote

The Dolphins, Wallace’s employer,
issued a statement saying the team has
spoken with Wallace about the tweets
The team said it will address its policy of
inelusion with all of its players

NBA Commissioner David Stern said
Collins, a 34-yvear-old veteran, is widely
respected in the league. “We are proud
he has assumed the leadership mantle
on this very important issue,” he said in
a statement,

Washington Wizards President Ernie
Grunfeld said the team is “extremely
proud of Jason and support his decision
to live his life proudly and openly.

“He has been a leader on and off the
court and an outstanding teammate
throughout his NBA career. Those
qualities will continue to serve him both
as a player and as a positive role model
for others of all sexual orientations,”
Grunfeld said

Boston Celties head eoach Doce Rivers
called Collins *a pro’s pro” and one of his
favorite plavers he ever coached. “If you
have learned anything from Jackie Rob
inson, it is that teammates are always
the first to accept,” Rivers said. “It will
be society who has to learn tolerance.”

Bill Clinton called the announcement
an “important moment for professional
sports and in the history of the LGBET
community.”

Colling, who had been traded by the
Celties to the Wizards this season, wrote
in his essay that U.S, Rep. Joe Kennedy,
D-Massachusetts, helped prompt his
decision to come out as gay. Kennedy and
Collins were roommates at Stanford, He
recounts hearing about Kennedy, whe
is not gay, marching in Boston’s Gay
Pride Parade. “For as long as ['ve known
Jason Collins, he has been defined by
three things: his passion for the sport he
loves, his unwavering integrity, and the

biggest heart you will ever find,” Kennedy
said. “I'm proud to stand with him today
and proud to call him a friend.”

President Barack Obama called Collins
“to express his support and said he was
impressed by his courage,” a White House
official said

Active players posted their approval
on Twitter, The Los Angeles Lakers’ Kobe
Bryant said: “Proud of @jasoncallins34.
Don't suffocate who u r because of the
ignorance of others.” Steve Nash, also a
Laker, said: “The time has come. Maxi-
murm respect.”

Two Wizards players, Garrett Temple
and Bradley Beal, said in tweets they were
“proud” of Collins. “Much respect to my
teammate,” Temple said. “Great team-
mate, mentor, and better person,” said
Beal.

Collins' announcement comes after the
end of the Wizards' season, and he is no

longer under contract. He is an “old” player

by NBA standards who has never been a
star. So will he play in the NBA this fall?
ESPN.com said only six of fourteen
team officials reached for an unofficial poll

thought he would be back in the league

If he does return, he probably will play
only a few minutes a game for a team that
needs a veteran leader, the other execu-
tives told ESPN.com

Some male athletes have come out as
pay after they've left professional sports.
One is John Amaechi, a former NBA
player

Amaechi told CNN he hopes Collins
will be a eatalyst for a wider acceptance
of openly gay athletes, saying he believes
Collins is better equipped than anyone
who came before him to handle the atten-
tion that will come his way. But it may
take more, Amaechi said.

People like to believe one iconic figure
can change things, he said, “but the real-
ity is that when there's this tipping point,
or enough people coming together decid-
ing that change is necessary, that's when
thange happens.”

The Women's National Basketball As-
sociation, the women’s pro league, has had
its share of milestones and openness as
far as gays are concerned. In 2005, Sheryl
Swoopes, a top player in the WNBA, an-
nounced she 1s gay.

Brittney Griner, the No. 1 pick in this
year's WNBA draft, recently said in an in-
terview with Sports Hlustrated that she is
gay, Griner finished her college career as
the NCAA's all-time leading shot-blocker
with 748 and as the No. 2 all-time scorer
with 3,283 points.

CNN’s Brianna Keilar, Jason Hanna, and
Jill Martin contributed o this report.

SOUTHSIDE
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FEATURING LOCALLY ROASTED COFFEE
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713.942 9090 » 504-C Westheimer @ Grani St. (Behind Uchi)

DutSmart Readers'
Chaice Award 2007-2012

515 Westheimer 713 524-7358

www.hairsalonhouston:com
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PROTECTION
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Larry B. Llpton
§ (281) 580-2510
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]

Alistate
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Good Hands™.
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ACCOMMODATIONS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WEST HEIGHTS HOUSE
GLBT SHELTER-AHCH, Inc.

Secks donations of canned goods
and/or rummage sale items
Tax deductible. 501(c 13 non profit org
Established in 1954
www.ahchincwebs.com

713.864.1795

Thank you for supporting
QutSmart advertisers! Please
remember to tell them you saw
their ad in QutSmart!

AUTOMOTIVE SALES

BIG STATE
Very FAMILY friendly

$1,000-84,000 Down Payments
8300-35 onthly Payments
www.BigStateAutoSales.com

713-861-6388

Dexter’s
5 Star Service

Doing the chores you hate to do

ok kK K

Cleaning * Bartending
Designated Driver
House/Pet Sitting or Just ask!

Bob Samora 832/252-1961
creative * professional
reliable « detailed * flexible

COMPUTER SERVICES

Prov°
Get Fast In-Home Help

Troubleshooting
Tune-ups - Tutorials

PC Hnme'i'eu:h'
832.496.9246

(ut~Smart

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS

Advertising Sales Reps
The asitions are for opment of
n multipie

Available
for Glubs,
Private Parties,
& Spacial
Events

b _1-
T13-927-7301
bookings.DIS Pennington @gmail.com

___HYPNOSIS
. ##R,. HYPNOSIS

Call Hypnotist Dain Perez

713/657-0785

DANPEREZHYPNO.COM

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

Cttrac Plevaimagre
“In The Heighis™
wparience. Great rates, Re
nassage in privale studio in
10 am - 9 pm weekdays and
2-10 pm. Call for appointment
3/202-9786. Visit my website at

classicmassage.com 4 hands available,

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

| Reward Yourself |
A WIGE TDUGH, RELAXATION
(F BDDY AND MIND BY
LEE

832.978.7017
Massage by L.T.
+ SPECIAL Sl% "
?:lferia and Heights
"281-974-7319

- Mham to )0 pen. [y Jpot anh
T www.latinomassagebyjt.com

BY THAI BOY

o

S———
1232 West Gray St.

Houston, TX 77018
www.timmassage.com

River Oaks Center for Mossage
- SP‘“B
+ Swadish
* Deep Tisve

* Trigger Paint

2705 4 Bammel Lane
713/249-1469

* BOOK ONLINE
RresrCakelassaneCantar massageiherapy.com

YOYO - 713-825-5649

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

THAT MASSAGE GUY - R]
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

* Swedish
* Deep Tissue 3
= Relaxation

Last
TP

GauLeria Area 713-9 2265
thatmassageguy rj@yahoo.com

-cAu.c'm'fExf o
$832:3229509

BESD TISSUR » SWeDIsH

ROBERT rMT
[713] 824-6230

www.sites.google.com/site/robertrmt

Fwesome
MASSAGE &F5PA

Catering to Houstons

Saunas - Table Showers w! Exfoliation

_Detoving/Slimming Treatments
b

6601 W. Sam Houston Plwy. 5.
Ste, C & Bellalre Blvd. -

626.367.8321 + res0B6 I miFme.com

You Deserve It!

Massage by Paul L.

NEW LOCATION!

281-827-2908
Paulrmtedatt.net

Credit Cardh Acoeprad]

MOVING SERVICES

SHiONAL LDEA

h i ——
Geta Quote b wwiw.BestRatesMoving.com

[ PSYCHIC SERVICES |

COMPLEMENTARY ENERGY READING
Wil belp with Lave & all life-maticrs. |
~Uigue Resdingt

« Charka Satamcing
~ Much Bors|

Guarantced Hesalis!
Amy Situation Resalved!

214-385-0294

| REAL ESTATE FOR SALE |

" GALVESTON PROPERTIES |
a0 215t rea 1830 4 10-pl B
| an FOM

tiable
1615 POSTOFFICE

G606 ‘.D_T;i

East End Craftsman, 2/2/2,,. $142,000

David Bowers, Realtor
409-763-2800

david @davidbowers.com

1(1 § Fired Up Assemblers
L Owned & Oporated by Firefightar

1

l * Swing Sets
! * Furniture

ez Game Tahles

| #Trampolines

| = Gazebos & Grills
| = Port. Baskethall Goals
; = Exervise Equipment

| & Much Mare!

| 832.726.3505

www.FiredUpAssemblers.com

ANY DOOR
Repair / Replace

QOver 47 years experience!
Texas Door Experts
832-302-0069

by Appointment Only
713/397-3245

waxingunwantedhairb@gmail.com

b FREE to listen

' & reply to ads!

| FREE CODE:

For other local numbers call:

SQUIRT

Hot 'n horny hookups.

VERSATILE

1-888-MegaMates™ \
N IDEAL FOR INTERNS
. When business or pleasure brings you
to Houston for a month or more,
why not make L'Emerson your address?
g
&
2
B
E
|
2
8.
ALL ACCESS FREE TRIAL!
713.590.9090
other cities 1.877.510.3344 CA Tl the ansshities of bosse.
1.900.255.5757 $25/100min |’;{-‘ .I1 I dfidin
I * ldeally situated in the
hardhnEChat-COm (/ ) k—_—-\ ,’f{ 7 J{ }', Montrose-Midtown area.
e = Much more affordable than
a downtown hotel room.
:\)[ "‘l\ I< I\ }:J!“I)ldf\(_.l:' Tom Fricke, Proprictor
AD RATES )
Deadiline: April15, 2013 for the
Mﬂi’{}élﬁﬁjﬁg E;\J.EXWE 210 Emerson Street * Houston, Texas 77006
For rates and infarmation, www.LEmerson.net
call T13/520-7237 axt. 10 )
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ACCOMMODATIONS

AYe

Blackbird Farm Lodging
BlackbirdFarmTexas.com...........

L'Emersan Corporate Lodging

T13/818-9766

Nl L sl Lemerson.net
The Victorian Condo/Hatel

6300 Seawall/Galveston ..... BOD/231-6363

ACCOUNTANTS/CPAS

Gary M. Gritz, CPA

5310 Katy Fwy, 5te 310 .- T13/7684-3030

Guardian Accounting Services

4545 Post Dak, Ste 203... B832/730-1073
ADVERTISING

Media-A Team

R, mediaAteam.com
QutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
TEJ.lsAll

B32/287-6117

RFFERTMENTS LEAS!NG /LOCATORS
2121 Mid Lane

2121 Mid Lane T13/622-130
Chateau Dijon Garden Apartments
5331 Beverly Hill 113/626-3660

ARTISTS/ART GALLERIES

Archway Gallery
2305 Dunlavy 713/522-2409

ASTROLOGER _

Lilly Roddy Astrology
3 : 713/529-5842

_ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
Law ﬂifil:es ar M:lrk B. Levin

281445

Law ﬂlhl:es af Michael W. Gonzalez, PLLC
MikesLawFirm.com . 4B1/412-4626

-1
Moore and Hunt Attorneys at Law
MoareandHunt.com 113/522-4282
Pursiey McNamara & Flint PLLC
FortBendAtty.com . 2B1-9659-5452
Clyde Williams, Attorney

T13/236-D064

AUTOMOTIUE REPRIRS il

Tech Auto Maintenance

37 g s L T13/BG3
:_u}_iromnrw's‘s ALES

Advantage BMW/Midtown

2101 San Jaanto @ Gray

Fort Bend Kia

26633 SW Fwy/Rosenberg.......

Momentum Mini

10000 SW Fwy

NexCar Auto

i
&

18 289-1200

866/979.7496

800/557-5574

20515 145N oo s B 1 ATT-0202
Planet Lincoln
PlanetLincoln.com BBA-621-7952

Porsche of West Houston
11890 Katy Fwy ... Houston. PorscheDealer.com
Sterling McCall Aciira

10455 SW Fvy ... o7 13/596-2365
Slerling McCall Fial
10505 SW Fwy 713/981-3921

Texan Dodge/Jeep - Adam Baza

18555 Hwy 59N, Hu

281/468-0742

— CARPET CLEANING

Carpet Touch
CarpetTouch.com J X 281/962-4000

CAR WASH/DETAILING

South Beach Auto Spa

126 W Gray 713/529-3444
'CATERING SERVICES 1

Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2811 Eastman

T13/802-2860

czmzz@

o

Residential & Commercial REALTOR®
Accredited Luxury Home Specialist

I take pride in my profession...

RESULTS MATTER!

® s

FIAL ESTATE

GARY
GREENE

Buying, selling or leasing . .
please remember me
for all your real estate needs!

713.582.2202

www.LynetteLew.com
Lynette@LynetteLew.com
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Huusc of Dereon
550 Webster % T3/ T72-5175

(HUR(HES‘SPIRITUAL CENTERS

Bering Memorial United Methodist
1440 Harold._ ... 113/526-1017

Cathedral of Hope
4606 Mangum...
Living Mosaiec Church
4920 Cullen
Resurrection MCC
2025 W 1th...... . 115/B61-9149
5t Paul's United Methodist Church

5501 Main . 113/528-0527
T CLEANING SERVICES
Perfection Plus
PerfectionPlusHouston.com......,

~T13/956-0600

B32/659-0686

T13-664-9911

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
Bayou City Performing Arls
= BayouCityPerformingArts.org

Bnrlng Support Network
Lo TI3-526-1007, £x0.20
Houston Pride Band
: ... HoustonPrideBand.org
Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI)
LHIHouston.org ......
PRIDE Houston

T13/426-3356

PrideHoustor
COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES
Computer Services by Bruce
ComputersByBruce.com 713/725-2230
Computer Wiz
3017 Durham, Ste 110.....
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer

- 113/979-4500

113/528-1201
EDUCATION/TRAINING

HCC Coleman College

ColemanConnection.org

HCC Interior Design
Central HCCS. edu/iDesign

Well Done Cooking Classes

WeliDoneECC com ...B32(782-3518

—__ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Alley Theatre
AlleyTheatre.org

Arena Theatre
ArenaHouston.com

T13/220-5700

T13/7712-5800
Bayou City Concert Musicals

- .. BayouCityConcertMusicals.org
Bayou Music Center

LiveMation.com ... B00/ 745

Club Fresh & Cafe

5757 Westheimer.......... 832/231.6392
Eagle Houston

A3 Milam. e TR 236-8T T

Galveston.com
A R s BBBGAL-ISLE
George Country Sports Bar
617 Fairview 715/528-8102
Guava Lamp

570 Waugh

House of Blues

1204 Caroling . srmrmsienien
House of Dereon

1550 Webster

Houston Ballet
HoustonBallet.org

Houston Grand Opera
HoustonGrandOpera.org/out
JR's/Santa Fe

&08 Pacific

Meteor

1306 Genesee

Montrose Mining Cumpdu\l
LTILH o [0 T o —— -y
Ranch Hill Saloon
24704 |-45 N/Spring.
Rudyard's

2010 Waugh., o T13/521-0521
Society Tor the Perrurmlng Arts
SPAHouston.org....

713/524-3359
B66/625-4586
- T3/ TT2-5175

T13-227-2767

713{228-6737
.. T13/521-2519

T13/521-0125
.. 713/529-7488

.. 281/298-3035

TI3f227-4772

South Beach

B0 PACIC cove st isiaimiasmanssassannanss T 131529 -7623
Theatre Under the Stars

TUTS.com 713/558-TUTS
Tany's Corner Pocket

BI7 W Dallas. ... remiosmrionn B33/ 722-7658

FINANCIAL PLANNING/SERVICES _

Aegis Credit Services
N0 R L
Midtown Financial/Grace Yung
3355 Alabama, Ste 230

. 713-264-1030

T13/355-9833
~ FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS _

Anytime Fitness

1102 Yale . 113/869-3273
Art of Fitness by Jerry Morris

917/8B6-8B44
Club Mouston
2205 Fannin ........ 713/659-4998
Fit Athletic Club
FitHouston.com . TH3/STAYFIT

Formula Fitness Athletic Club
CoachKimmie.com 832/443-3488
Houston Gym
1501 Durham T13/880-9191
Shane-Michael Doughty, PFIT-CPFT
1616 Beall B32/443-3488
FOOD & SPIRITS
Bud Light
Budlight.com

Ketel One Vodka

Facebook.com/ketelone

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Earthman Funeral Directors
EarthmanBellaire.com

Pat H. Foley & Go. Funeral Home
1200 W 34th

713/667-6505

713/869-6261
GARDEN/NURSERY SUPPLY _
Buchanan's Native Plants
E 11th R T13/861-57

Jushua's Native Plants
504 W 18th...

L T13 86T
HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS _

NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 Westheimer

- T13/524-7858
HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC

Complete Clinic

8313 Southwest Fwy, Ste A-200

1415 Hwy 6 South, Ste A-200..... 281/495-5866

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY

Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP

1006 Missoun...

D. “Woodja™ Flanigan, N'Is lPﬂ.

2600 5W Fwy, Ste 409

Daniel Garza, MD

2323 § Shepherd, Ste 805

Enod Gray, LCSW, CSAT-5, CGP

2630 Fountainview, Ste 225

Ken McLeod, LCSW, AGSW

5909 W Loop 5, Ste 480 . T13/628-1776

Montrose Counseling Cenfer

401 Branard -

Montrose Mental Health

1527 W Alabama . 936-525-0313

Denise 0'Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN

5730 Kirby, 5te 910, cicriven T13,/524-9525

Robert Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP

4617 Mantrase, Ste C206.......... 713/522-7014

Christine Wysong, RN, PMHNP, BC

3310 Katy Fwy, Ste 310, 713/869-7400
HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS

Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS

4000 Washington_..... .. T13/518-1411

FLOSS, Dianna Wilde, DDS

S ELRITY S o cosrimmnarisiminnass

Gory Logan, DDS

530 Waugh....

Bruce W, Smlih DDS

1006 MISSOUT ol

713/527-0000
713/589-9804
281/610-8190

T15/781-7272

713/528-0037

- 113/843-0101

715/942-8598

T13/529-4364

'HEALTH CARE-MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Alan Davidson, RMT/Essantial Touch

G e T15/942-0923
Ryan Fugate, RMT
RyanMassageWorks.com........
Joel Leal, RMT

713/269-7916

LS 713/397-B808
HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Houstan Eye Associales

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101.........
Joffe Medi-Center

S420W Loop 5.

~ HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care
2502 Woodhead
Eye Contact

2055 Westheimer
Eye Gallery, The
18068 Westheimer

713/668-9118

B66/685-6954

713/528-2010

713/510-6600

7135231279

Eye to Eye

a1 — 713/B64-2822
Spectacles on Montrose

4317 Montrose, Ste. 2 po— B 1L 2 B L

Spring Eye Associales
EyeCandy5pectacies.com

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS

Detavio Barrios, MD
stheimer, Ste A 713/942-7546

281/355-90590

0
Gordon Crotoot, MD

Dannie Harvey, MPAS, PA-C

1701 Kirby, Ste 1230 _T13/526-0005
UT Physicians Health Genter
700 W Loop §, Ste 520 713/572-8122
Your Total Fool Care Specialist

www KatyFootCare.com 281/385-1338

_HEALTH CARE-PLASTIC SURGERY

NuJduv Plastic iiung:lrg.l{:t:n!er
16605 SW Fwy, Ste. 175

281/846-459

HEM.TH CARE- SER'JICES-.‘?RDDUETS
HACS

2150 W 18, Ste 500 ..o 832/4
Legacy Community Health Services
215 Westheimer - T13/830-3000
Ryan White Planning Council
RWPCHOUSION. Og e

35-0692

T13/572-3784

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE

Hoights Dermatology & Aesthetic Center/
Alpash Desai, MD

2120 Ashiand........ceeers . 715/864-2650
Skin Renalssance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
D& Westheimer, Ste A ~113/942-7546

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES

Ashly Fine Rugs
1L L1 AT
Fired Up Assembiers
FiredUpAssemblers.com

Frog al Home

2437 WesthEIMET... aiiioisiniions
IKEA

7810 Katy Fwy

HOME REPA[RFREMUBELING

713/426-5454
B32/726-3505
713/840-0844

.. 713/688-7867

Metro Remodeling Systems
MetroRemodelingSystems.com 832/688-9256
Primo Outdoor Living
PrimoOutdoorLiving.com..........., 832/588-7733

“INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Clayton D. Boone/State Farm
2027 § Shepherd, Ste B. ...
Pam Ellis/State Farm

3900 Memarial, Ste 301 .

Larry B, Lipton/Alistate
LiptonAgency.com .mmummer.
David Lorms/Farmers

ETC Jester @ Loop 610, 713/688-8669
Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers/
Rob Schmerler

6575 W Loop 5, Ste 185

832/701-1200
113/869-71263

281/580-2510

T13/661-7700

— JEWELERS ;
LW, Marks Jewelers
3841 Bellaire ... 713/668-5000
Silveriust
1338-C Westheimer, 713/520-5440
LHNDS{'A_P_I_NG__FLRWN
A.l's Landscaping & Design, Inc.
.-‘ll-;t,.jnrl-:rafulnq-:nm i 13 95T7-0449

Lawn Services of Houston
LawnServices of Houston.com....713/502-5589

PARTY SUPPLIES

Arng's
2830 Hicks i,

PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Andy's All Star Pest Control

.113/869-8321

713/732-7742

—_PET SERVICES/ SIJPPLLES

Ame's
2830 Hicks v awiiien 113/869-8321
DoggylnWonderiand.com

Last L'n'uslmsmnlmai Hosplce
1302 Waugh ot

Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com 713/6

Yvonne Feece Photography

YVDNNETEeCe.com ...
- PLUMBING
U-Plumb-It
1424 Montrose ... T15/942-2277
Uullago Flumbmg&ﬁpphanne
5403 Kirby 713/224-DRIP(3747)

PRINTING/COPY CE

Zdaypostcards.com
621 Richmond

NTERS

713/224-8308
Copy.com
1200-F West

_ REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE
Bulldwealth Mortgage

528-1201

Dougluza.com ... 832/220-3212
Zeus Mortgage
1776 Yorktown........, . 713/275-9387

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

BuhﬂeszhnrmﬂnulauardHealty
1545 Heights................. et B/ 650-2726

David Bowers/The Housa Gnmpnnr
DavidBowers.com/Galveston ...409/763-2800

Mike Copenhaver/ReMax Metro

2626 Richmond ... 32-415-8484
Decardi Development Groun

Decardi.net e . 281/412-4195
Karen Derr/Boulevard R&ﬁlh‘

1545 Helghls. s 713/875-7050
Robert Derr/Boulevard Realty

1545 Heights - . T13/875-7049
Pam Efferson/KellerWilliams

5050 Westheimer, Ste 200.........T13/822-8555
Eric GangHaMah CltyView

CallGage com .. . 281/703-9096

Wade Knight/Martha Turner Frapertlcs
WadeKnight.com......... 713-582-0264
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties

5] 713/942-6857
Lynette Lew/Gary Greeng

Lynettel ew.com. .. 713/582-2202

Tom Schwenk/The House Company
TheHouseCompany.com ... 713-857-2309

Ozene Realty Gonsultants
QzeneConsulting.com ... B32/390-2452

Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors
5023 Washington.. i T13/B68-7226

Richard Ray/John Daugherlf Heahors
520 Post Oak, e 1 13/ 351-4674

Marc Ruiz/ReMax Metro
2626 Richmond ...

Tim Surratt/Greenwood King

. 832/415-8484

.. 715/520-5881

VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty
1802 Broadway/Calveston - 409/765-9837

Pat Walker/Keller Williams Reaity

5050 Westheimer, Ste 200..........713/412-6682

Andy Weber/John Daugherty Realtors

520 Post Oak. 715/724-4306
_ REAL ESTATE-SERVICES

Inspector Bob
InspectorBob.net

713/417-6389

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS

1308 Gantina
1308 Montrase
Aladdin

812 Westheimer ..o 713/ 942-2321

. 2B1/B0T-B996

Auntie Changs

621 5 Shepherd, Ste 290
Ben's Beans

1302 Dallas.

Chelsea Grill
4621 Montrose

L T15/524-8410
13/654-BB5E

713/942-9857
Danton's
4611 Montrose ...

Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com....

713/B807-88839

713-522-9999

ia's

Louisiana ..GloriasRestaurants.com
Jenni's Noodle House
5111 § Shepherd ...
2 Past Oak
& 20th.
Katz's Deli & Bar
616 Westheimer 713/521-3838

LA Bar
Ragin-Cajun.com...
La Casa del Caballo

. 113/355-2227

522 Westheimer B32/623-6467
Laurenzo's
4412 Washinglon .. . we T13/880-5111

Maine-ly Sandwiches

fainelySandwiches.com . 281/820-8920

Niko Niko's

1520 Montrose
Pizza L'Vino

544 Waugh ...
Roots Bistro

507 WeStEIMET....oumisseisrsisisen

Tacos A Go-Go
Y BTy
2912 While Oak..ume

Tila's Restaurante & Bar
1111 S Shepherd oo

Woodrow's Helghts
1200 Durham

— SPECIALTY RETAIL

Executive Adult Video Superstore & Theater
14002 NW Fwy, <7 13/462-5152

TANNING SALONS 1)

Eclipse Tanning
415 Westheimer ....... -1 13/520-6611

~_ TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS

Premier Wireless
12220 Murphy

713/528-GYRO
713/526-1000
713/524-1000

713/807-8226
T15/864-B226

715/522-7654

713/864-5600

181/575-8500
— TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Agquafest GLBT Cruises
AqualestCruises.com 800, 592-9058

Concierge Travel, Ine
4820 Mimosa 713,68

17

Gayribbean Cruises

GayribbeanCruises.com
'WEIGHT LOSS

League City Inch Loss

2785 Gulf FWy. . veviianssiins B

B77/560-8318

2/315-9749

THANKYYOU

for supporting
OurSmart advertisers!

Right now is the perfect opportunity to be proud of who
you are; to be compassionate to yourseif and to others;
and to show gratitude to those you love and truly appreciate.
Thank you again to my OutSmart readers for voting
me best astrologer again for all of these many years.”

BEST ASTROLOGER
DutSmart Readers

-, ,

Q0 O

ASTROLOGER

o~ P o, .,

OO0 0 O

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

Past Life Regressions
o Reiki Master

< Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

GIFT CERTIFICATES = CREDIT CARDS

713.529.5842

lillycath@aol.com *» www.lillyroddy.com

.
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Bar & Club Guide

Houston

CLUB CRYSTAL : y lumer
13 ENTERTAINMENT he niow-closed Inergy, you! | find mar ' f

CROCKER BAR

BAYOU CITY BAR&GRILL Tl R e e b T e A b gu Waugh Dr. = rudyardspub:com = 713/521-0521
|| | I for this livel Montrose f | I

J byl : * 3 : i i SILLP: Fondly embraced as “The Living
'.! Y . e P s Prilss il piiold \ " Ro ontrose,” this bar & grill and live-
35¢ wings dlrin . i as been serving the neighborhood
YHad it up to here with the nonsense?
elcome home .. . all day, ‘every day.

THE USUAL
Formetly a | A

THE EAGLE

BLUR  Recent event photos on
the website:
Montrose Softball League

TGRA

VIVIANA'S

ylike. 4624 Dacoma = 7

ez bl P, GEORGE : Beaumont

the iy ot & colar i Freguent ] ther neghber :...._, Y But Ceoree's occa REET PUB AND PATIO
BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM o innal benefitd y makes it & weonderful, campy alternative OHLEARSST forfood i, 2nd booae i a newly rer

e q floor and upstair G.‘_'MVALAM_P oL L W Bryan/College Station

ADELICIOUS CAFE Sl ooficp lounge and bar's skyline view ar hourandstays bsy 1 closing Karaoke on Wednesday andSundey, — yag 0 VIDEO BAR
5?5?WE$THEI'MER @ BERING HOUSTON, TX > CLUB 2020 say men and lesbians on altemate nights. 2702 315343450 s aiiavatamohollon e - ol T Ly s i

PROMOTI'NG BOOKING EVENTS - PARTIES: 832.231.6392 "%

15 theats ewing screes. and Vil e sXREN) IESLAR L OIS rag champion, this Mortrose standard offers dra ' Clear Lake/Webst Need a professional photographer for your special
facebook www.facebook.com/clubfreshcafe toarms. 2020 Leeland » 713/227-9667 » club202 ks o rsegance wiout o roughou he week, aaoke Trursdas and Sundays, o 30l b e ear Lake/Webster e E:aunaltunatpms!};azz—zzm.

R AE}EFHM H,;I{!:;E;gs§ gﬁlﬁ,ﬂ{}ﬂ kY : : _l %PE@EE QEMH

° & THE WARMEST WELCOME : ' : S trdily ragblloataes Gl e Galveston OurSwmart magazine the first week of each
JOIN US FOR @ : it e s manth at any one of our 350 distribution
=T R WEINPMES ] MICHAEL'S OUTPOST 3RD COASTDOWNTOWN = = partners. Below are just a few.

features ricday with m JR'S BAR & GRILL
{ancers. s 6,400 squate feetalso  FBAR With: Fouse eitieas Kol

HOUSTON'S DANCE BAR FOR MASCULINE MEN b*"-'

MONTROSE
Rudyard's

2010 Wausgh = 71006
Re/MAX Cityview

2908 Balchwin St « TT006

i Voted One of the Best Places fo 2-Step hipmitini L LS st Vo Galveston LGRTe -lis new furban chie” Kok maintai
> & One of the Bast Bars - 2012 OutSmar Renders’ Chiken Awr: AT Il bE g ! a Hair 2416 Postotfice St + 409/ 768

FRI-SUN | 213 MILAM ST | EAGLEHOUSTON. COH | (713) 236~ 8???

OPEN DAILY 1PM-2AM ranchhill.com 281-298-9035 T O A < i iaiadenss, PN DOLDHN .

[Saturdaysla)Wednesday] e i St st 86 o .- emaehasn o
Largest Gay Pool Tournament at 8pm
Your Country Sports Bar e o Sk ot
e Open Pool  $1.00 Well Vodka Lahier S & Kled Kove Yot k. (ROMGITR BOR) S
HOURS an-5a AmMi-Lam TEMES ﬁpm Q.ﬂall \ v FRTARrEALF [ 4 1

* Sunday 12pm - 2am

HEIGHTS
Big State Auto Sales
2200, Shepherd [r, » 77008

LPPER KIRBY
Clayton Boone

State Farm Ins.

pilvd] L Shepherd Or

« g

ST.n.RS BEACH ELUB

817 W. Dallas « 713/571-
Ample Secure Parking

www.GeorgesCountrySportsBar.com

617 Fairview » Houston, Texas » 713.528.8102

St

Biacamo's
3215 Westhesmer = 7058

Spring WEST

If you want to drink, that’s your business.

di Nt )l sh [
2 s e e il e Maine-ly Sandwich
If you want to stop, that's ours. style patio. 611 Hyde Park = 713/526-7070 10745 W, Frowy. « 77037 ,
i i SOUTH BEACH CLEAR LAKE
TAKE YOUR CHANCES ON A This me wce club is a frequent winner of QutSmart's Gayest and Specs
~ g GREAT NEIGHEORHOOD BAR ON with Billbaard contributor DI limmy Skinner 1033 West Bay Area Blvd
’ THE WAY TO YOUR USUAL SPOT pin sl Lt s Ant e
Hundreds of meetings a week in your area. : BT, TRETRES . o , S Sl GALVESTON
Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org i“‘ RRRLO WaLGH * 7‘E3 . Mosaquilo Cafe
For general information visit: www.aa.org Sl 24M EVERYDAY TC'S SHOWBAR 828 148 Sueet » 17550 ,

WWW . RUDYARDSPUB.COM

New owners Tim and Core s reyamped the deep-Mortose
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= continue in May with the
second and third of this year's
three eclipses. The solar eclipse
15 on May 9, and the Lunar echpse s .on
May 24 at 11:25 p.m. This eclipse cycle is
stimulating us to lock deeper and harder at
things. Information is often revealed to us

during eclipses that changes our perspective

about the world. These are highly energized
G = May 17 through the 21st can be

volatite. Be sure to stay rational during th
period. It will be hard to get enough slee
me, and our minds will just be

- o

during that

VETY resiiess

ARIES (March 21
manth shot

-Aprnil 19). Your focus this
= getting a better handle on
your finances and making better use of
val skills, This 1s a very goo
K Or savings por

Ay and carefully, You
are eliminating some ople out of your life
Atter muid-month you TLch m
busy, and chatty. The 20th and 21st could
e very testy days for work and relation-
ships. You can always justify your actions,
but consider if they really help you in the
long term.

Ders
FEia

time o

review any sto folios. You

drie MovIng mo

ore active,

GEMINI (May 21-=June 21). You are in a
time of rest and retreat. You are feeling
more sensitive than usual, and normal
conditions can seem more [rritating. Choose
yaur company carefully. You will be feeling
especially sluggish on the 24th and 25th,
and your psychic energies are very strong:
frust them, Your energy retums by the

nd of the manth, so vou'll be ready

VETY €

to tackie new projects in June, You will get
back to being extra busy

CANCER (June 22—lJuly 22). This month
you are feeling a strong socal current. You
want to get out and see friends and even
visit groups and organizations that you used
1o be invelved with—Dbut they still must
comnce you that they are worth your while
Relationship and career energies are very
tense from the 19th through the 21sL Action
may bé required, but you have more time
to act than you think. You are mare creative
toward the end of the month—a good time
for wrting or attending a seminar.

LEQ (July 23~-August 22). Since you have
been in a generally serious time, this maonth
you really focus on long-term goals, cleaning
out the stuff you don't need and generally
trying to create a more stable life. This can
be a time when you are really pushing to es-

Lots of Planetary Activity in May

That should keep us busy—and sometimes on the edge of our seats

at work and
earn some extra kudos. By

tablish yours

mid-maonth you are feeling
more social and want to get
out and enjoy life. Friends

and associates can be very
helpful toward the e f
the month, but you have to

be open {o receiving that
help

TAURUS (,‘\p.‘ | 2C
completes your yearly cycle
when you look at what you
have accomplished during the
last year and determine which
new goals you will take on
this year. Taurus is slow and
cautious in her movements. :
Particularly during this month, be especially productive if you
you are really looking at your
future and where you are
headed. This is a big time of be tense as you try to di

VIRGO (August 23-Sep

22). Thisis a

term ber

more relaxing maon

you. You are feeling cr
and not expenen
many mental blo

15 8 very good time to ad-

vance your

irt. The first
twao-thirds of the month is a

individual e

busy time. Be sure

is a good manth to market

self. If you are mvolved,
this is a good time to spend
some time together. The

24th through the 26th will be
low-energy days for you. Try to
get some time alone an those
days so you can recharge. After
that, you'll have a big burst of

energy!

':,'-_?I._Z.

4

I=May 20). May

lecember

CAPRICORN (D

y 19}, Generally, this
re laid-back time for

i
pricorns— f we can ever
say that the Kid | Goats are
aid-back. This is a more cre

ative time for ¥ and it can

are working on a new proj

The 19th through the 21st

i\rr_-.-_:.>‘cl'r|:||r' d||-:5.- - .?1:2.'!!\ ty on decision-making—a cycle of your attention between work
n.“_j”' o _:'fm'j 26t. You wil endings and beginnings. By  '0¢ and ime for yourselt
really need 1o get aw At mid-month you lighten up Be true to yourself and stay

the madding crowd. O
Wwise, this is a great month
for mast any activity

and shift your attention to centered. You are much more
your financial picture. Good motivated in the last week of
opportunities open up for a

the month.

new job, a pay increase, or

LIBRA (September 23—
October 23). M:
introspective manth for

the Librans. You are really
looking at your options and
deciding what you want to do
a time to pull up stakes and on to greener
pastures. Some of you are totally rebuilding your
lives and your work. Tensions are high arounc
the 19th through the 21st. Don't let the pressure
an. Relationships could be
extra tense before life lightens up considerably
after the 25th,

S 3 Very

For some, this i5

force you into a d

SCORPIO (October 24-November 21). With the

eclipse that takes place in your relationship sector,

there is a big focus on relationships this month
This will bring more awareness and understand-
ing to your relationship. If your relationships are
rocky, this is a very stressful time. If your relation-
ships are in a good place, this is a time of setting
new goals far the future. If you are single, this is
a great time 1o put yourself out there. You will be
cautious, but you will expect results, Overall, it's
a great time to be getting organized and putting
everything in its place

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21)
Your work environment is being spetlighted this
menth. Changes are possible there, and you are
already attempting to get things more organized
Some people are grumbling, but you are ready
for change. This is also a great month for any sort
of diet or exercise regimen. If you are single, this

even a chance to start your  AQUARIUS (January 20-
own business. The eclipse on February 18). Your home and
the gth is for you!

emotional security s very

important this month, and

you may be motivated to do
4 SPrng cleaning e of you are .uu'-.l.!-eung
remodeling or moving to & smaller |ocation, You
are planning ahead for the future—espacially
for your career. It you are pushing yourself at
work, you are definitely making headway, Some
of you will be concluding projects and looking
for another project to commit to, You are more
easygoing toward the end of the month

oY

PISCES (February 19-March 20). This is a very
unusual menth for you. First of all, the psychic
energies are so much stronger than last month.
This may make it cifficult for you to gat out there
and just deal with the routine things. You will be
maost productive in the first half of the month.
The lunar eclipse on the 24th is in your career
sector. Look for some news around that time
that will open new doors for you. Your energy
will be very low dunng this time, and you will
want o sleep even more than usual, You get
your sea legs back at the end of the maonth!

Read Lilly Roddy's 2013 forecast at OurSyasT
Mazazine cow, For more astro-insight, fog on to
Iillyroddy.cam,

ual Pride show,
the Gay Men's Chorus of

Houston will perform a tribute

| spectrum of glee
to the ful pcqub choruses.

For their ann

| ._ OutvSm_art--

rget to join US
tqthe Cullen Theater for

to Carnegie!”

Also, don’t fo
Sat., May 11 7:30pm @
“on our way
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FRIDAY / JUNE 7

KICKk OFF FARTY AT l
3Rrp Coasr PowNrownN =
Show features Tara & Kara Dion * llpm '
Tour I'winnear John Breou Andrew Rodriguez. Joson Gallegos, Javier Ramirez Frankle s o ha Rios. Unluershy Cossrs rd iles findrsier for BT _ g SATURDAY / JUNE 8
St St e S e a1 e 3 1 i 5 il | " APFEL PARK

, (also known as East Beach) lla-Tp

Photos by
Dalton DeHart

1r's THATTI

bl

Join us for & fun-filled day at the beach with Live DJ jet ski rental *
volleyball * horseshoes * badminton sunning * swimming * mixing
& mingling

Ample Beach Parking / BYOB- NO GLASS CONTAINERS

So grab your umbrella/tent, lounge chair, towels, ice chest, kites,
sunscreen, bathing suits and head down

] .1 : for some fun in the sun - RAINBOW STYLE!
~WHJ“BHB R, () Wi Coir S, Pyl e L e o Rcs Bac Ko o1 Grsn Wilams o e T : OFFICIAL AFTER FARTY
iy pon Elin Fo iy Uy B 1 e Seon el o 20 . ar 3ro Coast

with Tara & Kara Dion * 9pm-2am

SUNDAY / JUNE 9

AITDPS CoALITION
OF CosrAL TEXAS

Brunch & Fundraiser @ San Luis Hotel
For more info. and reservations call 512/905-7360.

B \\b(
. w‘ \

‘ Hlm Busla.‘s son Ghul es Callba of

For room boaokings visit

Jerry Rockwell, David Revils, Brandon Dnuglnss Melissa Flories ams County Fracing! | Constohls Alan Rosen, Housion Qunc ‘ www'GaIVESton'com
D@nnu Junlne ond Sara SJnIunder fe Crocker Bor "High Heel Race.  Membsr Ellen Cohen, GLBT Caueus Presiden! Noel Freeman at the uGa? Beach Weekend”

Ttast fundroise 3 Unifed Charlties, March 30 LET Political Coucus meeting, Apri

CELEBRATING
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in all its forms... 7%
SERVICE | PREVENTION | AESTHETIC

SR
» e -
BRUCE W. SMITH DDS
Cosmetic, Reconstructive & Preventative
Dentistry For Adults Since 1981

BruceSmithDDS.com 213.529 4364
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