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ﬁm nursing and radiography to pharmacy technician
and health information technology, HCC Coleman College

for Health Sciences offers unequaled opportunities for you
to discover a career that you can be proud of.

To start your new career in healthcare, visit
pride.colemanconnection.org.

Find us on Facebook at s

Facebook com/HCC ColemanColicgtts @
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CELEBRATE

FAMILY + FRIENDS
LOVE + LIFE
EQUALITY + RESPECT

MACY'S IS PROUD TO JOIN THE PARADE
ACROSS AMERICA IN HONOR OF
NATIONAL LGBTQ PRIDE MONTH.
WE THINK IT’S REALLY

SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE.

FOR DETAILS, GO TO 5
MACYS.COM/CELEBRATE
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home hy one’ And it's why your friends at Budweiser salute each of you.

ENJOY RESPONSIBLY
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Tolerate Hate!
Unleash Your Pride 2013!
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We're responsible for our bodies
and the choices we make.

We fight by speaking up |
and knowing our status. !
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ACLU

he American Civil Liberties Union

18 lobbying for the mest prominent

gay parents on U.S. television to get
married.

The l'.II"I'I['J:I'iI_"lT :1!!"‘1(‘!1 at .‘l,'-;.'."."r'.'.' Fam
ily comes a8 momentum for gay marriage
builds in parts of the country

ACLLT Actig

urge the show’s ["'l-\|||;'|'l'.-» to write a wed-

n started a campaign to

ding episode for Mitchell and Cameron, fa-
thers of an adopled child and one of three
couples at the heart of the show

The ACLU says it is il|il'-L'.'I.|I!IL' to the
fictional family to draw more attention to
the real issue as the Supreme Court delib-
erates on two important marriage equality
cases

“Mitch and Cam are a couple that
America has come to know and love, and
seeing them get married, and seeing the

characters in the story grapple with their

desire to get married, makes it real for

bigger part of America,” said James Es-

seks, director of the Leshian, Gay, Bisexu-
al and Transgender Project at the ACLU.

Supporters are invited to “REVP" to
the wedding online. The ACLU plans to
deliver the online “guest list” to the show's
producers but said it had not vet contacted
the show,

ABC referred questions to 20th
Century Fox Studios, which did not
immediately respond

Show creator Steven Levitan tweeted
a link to the campaign with “Wow.” Jessie
Tyler Ferguson, who plays Mitchell, tweet-
ed: “Love this! Thank you ACLU!"

Esseks said the petition was a depar-
ture for the group, but that along with
filing lawsuits, lobbying for bills, or or-

ganizing ballot initiatives, the group saw

public education and changing the culture
as part of its nussion. He applauded what
Modern Family has done already for public
perception of gay couples.

“It's a popular show, they're a lovable,
very real couple, and it would be great to
see them walk down the aisle,” he said.

—Associated Press

Time for ‘Modern Family’ Couple to Wed

y tie the knot

-

of three couples at the heart of the show.

Boy Scouts to Allow Gay
Youth, Leave Out Gay Leaders

ON MAY 23, THE BOY SCOUTS of America

voted to lift its ban on admitting gay youth

into the organization, but confinues to exclude
gay adults and leaders.

More than 1,400 volunteer leaders from
across the country participated in the vote,
with over 60 percent approving the measure
that stated no yvouth may be denied member-
ship "on the basis of sexual orientation or
preference alone.”

Following the vote, Wayne Perry, president
of the Boy Scouts of America, said, “This is a
very difficult decizsion for a lot of people, but
we're moving forward together. Our vision is
to serve every kid.”

Despite stark opposition from conservative
affiliates, the vote put the Boy Scouts more in
line with the rising acceptance of homosexual-
ity, especially among younger families who
are essential to the organization’s future.

However, the Scouts did not cansider the
question of whether to allow openly gay adults
and leaders to participate in the erganization.
While some view allowing gay youth as the
first step in the process of ending discrimina-

tion, others argue there can be no compromise

Eric Stonestreet, as Cameron, right, and Jesse Tyler Ferguson as Mitchell in a scene from
the comedy Modern Family. The ACLU is lobbying for this gay couple on Modern Family
to get married. ACLU Action started a campaign to urge the show’s producers to script a
wedding episode for Mitchell and Cameron, already fathers of an adopted child and one

LY

3

!
4

for eliminating injustice. “They are con-
tinuing to discriminate against people,”
former Eagle Scout James Dale said.

ret back to Scouting and

move away from sexuality, but the

“They say let's

isue won't go away.” —Megan Smith

Seminar: How to Have Sex
without Breaking the Law
If You Are HIV-positive

IN A 2011 HARRIS COUNTY COURT
CASE, part of the indictment involv-

ing an HIV-positive female defendant
who performed oral gex on her male

partner reads as follows: . . . as herein

alleged that she (the defendant) used her
MOUTH and SALIVA

. its intended use was capable of caus-

a deadly weapon,

ing death and serious bodily injury.”
This statement reflects the weak in-
tellectual grasp that the Texas judicial
system has regarding the possibility of
HIV transmissibility—which, in this in-
stance, is zero, unless both parties in the
encounter have open and bleeding sores.

continued on page 18
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‘cool living room

new SODERHAMN
three-seat sofa

Select IKEA sofas come
with a 10-year warranty!

See IKEA-usa.cof for details.

Year Limited

Warranty
"\ INCLUDED

~Crank up' the cool this summer-at IKEA H U-st'é'n;- W"e have sofas,
< tables, rugs; curtains..;everything yol need to refresh your

~ home and make it-a fabulous oasis-ef style and comfort.

7810 Katy Freeway Houston, TX 77023 3
Shop online 24/7 at www.IKEA-USA.com/Houston

Store hours: Mon - Sat: 10am - 10pm; Sun: 10am - 9pm Inspiring Life At Home




Houston's LIVE Consortium, an HIV

education and advocacy group, discusses

this case and others in an educational

forum entitled “How to Have Sex without

Breaking the Law” on Tuesday, June 25

6:30-8:30 p.m., at the Montrose Cen-
ter, 401 Branard Street

The legal ramifications of HIV
transmission have been deliberated
since the discovery of the virus. Local
state, national, and international ju-

ions have debated and enacted

a variety of responses, Some have
chosen not to eriminalize HIV-gpecific
transmission at all, while others have

defined even the most innocuous en

counters as lethal events and inflicted
excessive punishments on defendants.
The forum includes a panel dis-
cussion on topics such as defending
individuals aceused of infecting oth-

ers, representation of individuals who

have been infected, and the PSYCno-5001: 1

aspects of HIV status disclosure as it

relates to dating and sexual situations

Additionally, medical experts and repre

sentatives from the Harrig County Dis-

On April 26 the PFLAG/HATCH Youth Schol-
arship Foundation celebrated fifteen years

of providing scholarships to local LGBT

students with a fundraiser at The Gardens
of Bammel Lane honaring the late Gordon

Weisser and his wife Blake Weisser (pic

tured on left) with board members Robert

Shipman and Casey Holtzman.

The Creating Change Houston Task Force
hosts planning session took place on May
7 at The Montrose Center. Pictured are
(I-r) Christina Gorczynski, Augie Augus-
tine, Bryan Hlavinka, and Lou Weaver.

JUME 2013  QutSmartMagazine.com

beneficiaries of Bunnies on the Bayou gathered at
Pictures Plus on Sunday, April 28. BOTE 34 distributed
arecord $110,000 after the Easter Sunday event, spon- 3
sored by Bud Light and Ketel One Vodka Approximately twenty-two million

trict Attorney’s office have also been invited prosecute people. We want to foster a fair an
to speak lively conversation.” —Rich Arenschieldt

“LIVE is hosting this event because there For an expanded verston of this article, visit
are those who seek to criminalize the sexual OutSmartMagazine.eom
behaviors of HIV-positive individuals—some-

-'.FHII-.'_‘ we believe fosters stigma,” ?‘[Il.l'}l]t:” New FAFSA Guide Helps
Katine, n'll_ll'l]|_\ gay attorney and LIVE board stl.ldents nf I.GBT Pal‘ents

PUTTING & CHILD THROUGH COL
LEGE can be a major finaneial burden on
any parent. However, when federal financial
aid forms ignore non-traditional families
and their needs, LGBT parents can find
themselves smothering in debt. Luckily,
NerdWallet has just released a free interae-

tive guide to help students of non-traditional

- families navigate and properly complete the
I A Free Application for Federal Student Aid
With checks in hand, representatives of the sixteen | (FAFSA) to ensure their students’ eligihil-

k-study

funds just in time for its June 30 deadline.

ity for federal grants, loans, .|l'|.'] W

FAFSA applications are submitted

and processed each year, according to

member, said. “Additionally, this eriminal the Federal Student Aid Office. With the

ization [often occurs] absent proper medical estimated number of children being raised

information, especially with regards to trans by same-sex parents in the U.5. nearing six

missibility. Many cutdated beliefs still persist million, more and more students are having

and are utilized in Texas (and nationally) to i ] ]
TS

On May 11, Mayor

Annise Parker -
| kicked off her

third term mayoral

campaign with a Lazarus House celebrated their eleventh annual
grassroots rally at Fiesta fundraiser on May 4 at their facility at
Stude Park in the 4106 Austin Street. Featuring fajitas, music
Heights. Seated by the Anne Mundy Band, margaritas, and,

in front of Mavor of course, cerveza supplied by Silver Eagle
Parker i local Distributors. Pictured (I-r) are Tino Ramirez,
Democratic blogger Boyd Edwards, Danielle Sampey, Carey

Carl Whitmarsh. Hensley, and Marc Cohen.

.
On May 15, the University of Texas Gender and

A . Sexuality Center and Queer Students Alliance
OutSmart's own Dalton DeHart was honored by hosted Lavender Graduation, a special ceremony
HISD during their Volunteers in Public Schools that honors the achievements of graduating
Program on May 22 at the Kingdom Builders LGBTQ and ally students on campus. Students

Center, Pictured (I-r) are HISD Superintendent Dr. (I-r) Kelsey Gledhill, Vicky Pham, Alyssa
Terry B. Grier, Dalton DeHart, and School Board Ramirez, Megan Smith, and Andra Steele
President Anna Eastman. pose under the ceremany’s lavender arch,
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What is STRIBILD? Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV)

infeclfon f you also have HBV

STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1

mtecilon or mDS T B Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:
Take a medicine that contains:

For a list of brand names for lhese
medicines, | E Briet

IMPORTANT SAFETY ' n the following pages
INFORMATION Take any other medicines to

¢ : treat HIV-1 infection,
What is the most important o et This:
information | should know

about STRIBILD? What are the other possible

side effects of STRIBILD?
STRIBILD can cause serious

side effects: Serious side effects of STRIBILD

Build-up of an acid in your may also include:

blood (lactic acidosis), wi

New or worse kidney problems,
including kidney failure. Your

Changes in body fat can happen
people taking HIV-1 medicines
| .

Severa Changes in your immune system.

stomach pain,

You may be more likely to get
lactic acrdoms or ‘BErlous Iwer

What should | tell my
healthcare provider before
taking STRIBILD?

All your health problems. Be
_.-.rn to tell your healthcare provider
t you have or had any kidney, bone,
it liver problems, including hepatitis
virus infection.

All the medicines you take,
ncluding prescription and

nonprescription medicines, vitamins,

and herbal supplements. STRIBILD
may affect the way other medicines
and other medicings may

ect how STRIBILD works, Keep
3 list of all your medicines and
ur heaithcare provider
: macist. Do not start any

ew medicines while taking

STRIBILD without first talking
with your healthcare provider.

If you take hormone-based
birth control (pills, patches, rings,
SNOLS, atc).

If you take antacids. Take
antacids at least 2 hours
before or after you take
STRIBILD:

If you are pregnant

i plan to become
pregnant. it is not

if STRIBILD

-an harm your

s baby. Tell your
healthcare grovider

f you become pregnant
while I;-1|-.|r'.5__[ STRIBILD

If you are breastfeeding
(nursing) or plan to
hreastieed. Do not
eed. HIV-1 can
h_ passed to the baby
n breast milk. Also,
SOme mMediCingés: in
STRIBILD can pass
into breast milk, and it
is not known if this'can
harm the baby.

You are encouraged to report
negative side effects of
prescription drugs to the FDA.
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch,
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please sae Brief Summary of
full Prescribing Information with
important warnings on the
following pages.

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as

a complete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in

adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines
~ before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS.

| started my
personal revolution

Talk to your healthcare provider
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

Ask if it's right for you.

sTrRiBILD" || 0 @

elvitegravir 150mg/ cobicistat 150mg/ emtricitabine
200m/ tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300mg tablets




Patient Information

STRIBILD™ (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets

Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information,
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is STRIBILD?

= STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adults who
ha-;e never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD is a complete
regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines.

* STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease
HIV-related ilinesses.

* Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body fluids
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of
sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood,

What is the most important information | should know
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including:

1. Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic
acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar
(nucleoside analogs) medicines, Lactic acidosis is a serious
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

= feel very weak or tired

= have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

* have trouble breathing

» have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting
» feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
= feel dizzy or lightheaded

= have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2, Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms
of liver problems:

* your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)
* dark “tea-colored” urine

= light-colored bowel movements (stools)

* loss of appetite for several days or longer

® naused

= stomach pain

You may h_e more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse
(flare-up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A "flare-up™ is when your
HBV infection suddenly returns in & worse way than before.

* Do not run out of STRIBILD. Refill your prescription or talk
to your healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

* Do not stop taking STRIBILD without first talking to your
healthcare provider

= |f you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to
check your health often and do bleod tests reqularly for several
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you
stop taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
» adefovir (Hepsera®)

* alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)

* cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)

* ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine
mesylate (D.H.E. 45%, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®,
Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®,
Wigrettes®), and methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

* lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)

* oral midazolam

* pimozide (Orap®)

* rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)

* sildenafil (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems
* simvastatin (Simeor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)

» friazolam (Halcion™)

* the herb St. John's wort

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1

medicines, including:

» Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®,
Viread®, Truvada®)

. Dther r_nedicmes that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir
(Combivir®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, Epzicom®, Kaletra®,
Norvir®, Trizivir®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:

* See “What is the most important information | should know
about STRIBILD?"

* New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure, Your
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check your
kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD, Your
healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if you
develop new or worse kidney problems.

« Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD.
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may
lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to
check your bones.

» Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump"), breast, and around
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health
effects of these conditions are not known.

* Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your
immune system may get stronger and begin to fight infections that
have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare
provider right away if you start having any new symptoms after
starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
« Nausea
* Diarrhea

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that
bothers you or that does not go away.

» These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more
information, ask your healthcare provider.

» Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects.
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should | tell my healthcare provider before taking STRIBILD?
Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions,
including:

= |f you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including
hepatitis B infection

= |f you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if
STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider
if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD.

—There is a pregnancy reqistry for women whe take antiviral
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in
this reqistry.

» |f you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD.

- You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of
passing HIV-1 to your baby.

- Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD can
pass into your breast milk.

- Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take,
including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins,
and herbal supplements:

 STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other
medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.

» Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the
following medicines:

- Hormone-hased birth control (pilis, patches, rings, shots, etc)

- Antacid medicines that contains aluminum, magnesium
hydroxide, or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours
before or after you fake STRIBILD

- Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high
blood pressure

- amiodarone {Cordarone®, Pacerone®)

- atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)

- bepridil hydrochloric (Vascor®, Bepadin®)
- bosentan (Tracleer®)

- buspirone

- carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegreto®)
- clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)

- clonazepam (Klonopin®)

- clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxeng®)

- colchicine (Calerys®)

- medicines that contain dexamethasone

- diazepam (Valium®)

- digoxin (Lanoxin®)

- disopyramide (Norpace®)
- estazolam

- ethosuximide (Zarontin®)
- flecainide (Tambocor™)

- flurazepam

- fluticasone (Flovent™, Flonase®™, Flovent™ Diskus,
Flovent® HFA, Yeramyst®)

- itraconazole (Sporanox™)

- ketoconazole (Nizoral®)

- lidocaine (Xylocaine®)

- mexiletine

- oxcarbazepine (Trileptal™)

- perphenazine

- phenobarbital (Luminal®)

- phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek™)
- propafenone (Rythmol®)

- quinidine (Neudexta®™)

- rifabutin (Mycobutin®)

- ritapentine (Priftin®)

- risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)

- salmeterol (Serevent™) or salmeterol when taken in combination
with fluticasone (Advair Diskus®™, Advair HFA™)

- sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil (Cialis®) or vardenafil (Levitra®, '|
Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare
provider or get medical help right away.

- tadalafil (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial
hypertension

- telithromycin (Ketek™)

- thioridazine

- voriconazole (Vfend®)

- warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven™)

- zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezza®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking
STRIBILD without first talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.
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For over 30 years, Legacy has been a dedicated health care
provider for the LGBT community.
We have expanded our services to cover more communities than
ever before, but we've never forgotten our roots.

We're here for you!

ommunityHealth.ore
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e What Is Pride?

It's more than the dictionary definition

‘C ]ll:' next ti.l']]t‘ someone ﬂﬁkb
you why LGBT Pride
marches exist or why Gay

Pride Month is June, tell them ‘A

bisexual woman named Brenda How-

ard thought it should be.”*

Do you know who Brenda Howard
i1s? That's okay, I didn't either, until I
started to write this month’s column
and search for an answer to the ques-
tion: What is Pride?

“Justifiable self-respect” (the dic
tionary’s answer) is a good place to
start.

Pride is certainly about standing
up and saying, “1 am gay, and I de-
serve to be equal, and here [ am!”

But LGBT Pride is also about his-
tory, and remembering how our prog-
ress was made. Pride parades, after
all, began as a modest com-
memoration on the first
anmversary of the 1969

ceded Harvey Milk as an openly gay
candidate for office. Sarria's life is fas-
inating: born in the 1920s, Sarria had

a surprisingly open-minded family who
embraced his love of dressing up in girls’
clothes. He entered the military after
the attack on Pearl Harbor, skirting the
height requirement (he was not quite five
feet tall) by sedueing a major at the San

(|

Franeisco recruiting station!

Later, Sarria would become a be-
loved drag queen at the Black Cat Bar in
San Francisco. He used the position to
encourage customers to live openly and
stand together, becoming increasingly
active against the bar raids and other
discriminatory police action

Eventually, Sarria turned in his heels
for a suit and ran for the San Francisco
Board of Supervisors. He didn't win,

"Brenda Howard,

Facebook, and we've kept in touch for a
couple of years now. Her part in the LGBT
civil rights movement is much smaller
than the other giants Tve listed here, but
it's no less important. She is a mom, a
teacher, and a staunch ally of ours.

I found her shortly after reading
what should be a required text for LGBT
Americans: The Mayor of Castro Street:
The Life and Times of Harvey Miik.

In one passage, early in the cam-
paign, author Randy Shilts writes:
“Ryckman [Milk's new campaign
manager] knew he had made the right
decision a few days later when a half-
giggling store employee told him a new
campaign volunteer had arrived at the
Castro Camera headgquarters. At the
counter stood a pert young girl in her
Most Holy Redeemer uniform, a wool

hat, and a school bag. Ryckman
thought she might be a midget,
but no, she was a sixth grader

Stonewall Inn Riots, which ITh.e Mother of Prider' fough’[ for equa“ty who had carefully printed out

took place at that gay bar

an Christopher Street in

New York City. And though

we've made progress on equality, each
year we've forgotten more and more of
our history.

So this year, as we celebrate the
forty-fourth anniversary of Stonewall,
and the forty-third anniversary of
Christopher Street Liberation Day,
let’s honor some of our early liberators.

Brenda Howard is one of them.
This openly bisexual New Yorker
helped create what we know today as
Pride. She was one of the core activ-
1sts who coordinated that first Chris-
topher Street Liberation Day March
in 1970. She and her contemporaries
popularized the early use of the
word “pride,” and initiated the idea
of a weeklong series of events each
vear. PFLAG began giving an annual
award in her honor after she died in
2005, Brenda Howard, “The Mother
of Pride,” fought for equality for more
than three decades. We should all
know who she was.

José Sarria is another. He pre-

xunl activist Tom Limoncelll, who |5
w Brenda Howasd Award from PFLAG

* Quats armibuted 1o b
alan g 2008 recipiend of
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for more than three decades.”

but he did show the power of the gay

vote and paved the way for future LGBT
candidates across the eountry, including
Harvey Milk. Sarria continued to remain
active in the fight for equality, and as far
as [ can tell, is still alive and living in
New Mexico.

With his campaign in San Francisco,
irria became the first openly gay can-
didate for office in the United States. It
was 1961. Every gay person in America

should know who he is.

There are so many others: Gilbert
Baker, who ereated the rainbow Pride
flag (did you know it originally had eight
colors?). Cleve Jones, a tireless actiy-
ist who werked on Harvey Milk's eam-
paigns and went on to create the AIDS
Quilt. Craig Rodwell (whose first serious
relationship was with a young Harvey
Milk), who, along with Brenda Howard,
proposed the first Pride parade as
tionwide show of support.” His Bleecker
Street apartment was where the first
march was planned.

Finally, this last name is the one that
[ have a personal connection to: Medora
Payne. I found her (okay, [ stalked her) on

d na

the volunteer card:
Name: Medora Payne
Age: 117
I'm so honored to have found Medora,
who has provided me with a small, indi-
rect connection to Harvey Milk’s legacy
Thisg, to me, is what Pride is. It’s
reaching back and connecting with our
history. As LGBT Americans, we're not
really a part of the curriculum yet, so it
takes a little more effort to discover that
history, but its there.

From the eleven-year-old campaign vol-

unteers to the fallen heroes whose memory
we honor, keep them all in the back of your
mind this month, and stay focused on the
progress we still have to make,

And if you have the “justifiable self-
respect” to rock some skimpy outfit on a
parade float, you go ahead and do it, and
I'll cheer you on. Just don't forget the
other half!

Happy Pride!

Blake Hayes ts the morning host at Mix
96.5 KHMX.
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How LGBTs can prepare

he Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act, or PPACA,
could be considered the most
significant healthcare-related reform
since the creation of Medicare and
Medicaid more than forty
VEATS Ago
Thanks to this legisla-
tion, many LGBT individu-

afford health insurance—
or even basic healthcare
expenses—will soon be
able to apply for Medicaid
or affordable private health
insurance coverage, Most important-
ly, they will not be subject to denial
of insurance coverage on the basis of
pre-existing conditions.

The Affordable Care Act will

also play a key role in expanding cultural
competency in the healthcare workforce

to include issues that are important to the
LGBT community. Such changes are criti-

cal in recognizing the inereasing diversity

“The law as a whole recognizes that
als who were never able to  L11E7€ N5 in the past been a great deal
of inequity and disparity in this
community in the area of healthcare.”

of American families.

Because many of the provizions of
the PPACA will begin being implemented
in 2014 it 1s important to have a good

understanding of how thiz reform will

Summer Group Show

June 1 through July 6, 2013

Buchanan Gallery

302 25th Street ® Galveston lsland

Bvchanangallery.coem

30 JUNE 2013 OutSmartMagazinecom

Grace s Implementation of Obamacare

affect LGBT individuals and busi-

nesses, as well as how to prepare for

the coming changes. Although there

is only one provision in the Act that

specifically addresses LGBT individu-
als, the law as a whole recognizes
that there has in the past been a
great deal of inequity and dispar-
ity in this community in the area
of healtheare

Individual Healthcare Issues

Chne of the primary aspects

of the PPACA is the expansion

of healtheare coverage that is com
prehensive, as well as affordable and
accesgible. This includes an “individ-
ual mandate” that will require nearly
all Americans to enroll in a qualified

health insurance plan by 2014

TOGETHER, WE'VE MADE
HOUSTON THE BEST CITY

IN AMERICA. v

I need your
help to make it
even better.
PR (g U

MAYOR ANNISE PARKER

Endorse our mayor today at

www.AnniseParker.com
Join 56,000 fans at facebook.com/annisedhouston!

[n order to help those with annual in-
comes between 314,000 and $42 000 per
vear, the Act requires that every citizen
has online access to either a state or feder-
al health insurance exchange. Beginning
in 2014, these health insurance exchanges
will act as the marketplace where indi-
viduals (and businesses) will be ahle to
compare different health insurance plans,
as well as to take advantage of the income-
based premium subsidies that will help to
keep the coverage more affordable.

In the past, those in the LGBT com-
munity have faced certain barriers to
obtaining insurance and getting health-
care services. With this in mind, the new
healthcare reform will ensure that HIV,
high blood pressure, and various other

conditions are not used by insurers to deny

new coverage or to drop current cover
In addition, policies may also be available
that will cover both partners in a domegtic
partnership in those states that recognize

such relationships

The Effect on LGBT Business Owners
With the Supreme Court upholding the
benefit-related provisions of healthcare re-
form in early 2013, it will now be essential
that employers implement the insurance
coverage mandates that were set forth in
this legislation,

One of the primary requirements of
this reform is that larger employers offer
health insurance benefits to full-time em
ployees. This “Employer Mandate” requir-
ing employers with fifty or more full-time
{or full-time equivalent) employees being

re was to become

offered affordable cover:
effective on January 1, 2014. However, due
to several setbacks, the health insurance
exchanges for small businesses may not be
ready until 2015,

In any case, if employers opt not to
offer such benefits, a tax penalty will be
levied. Therefore, with some extra time to
prepare, small-business owners will need
to ensure that they are ready when these
changes become effective

Some of the key considerations in decid-
ing whether or not vour business will offer
health insurance benefits should include;

* The number of full-time
employvess on staff

¢ The number of emplovees who are
expected to enroll in the employer-
provided health insurance plan

Amount of employee wages

Employee demographics such
as age and gender
The employer’s tax rate

The cost of providing benefits

versus the penalty that would

be levied if benefits are not

offered to employees.

If your company does decide to provide
employer-sponsored benefits, there are —+

Love is Love.

Momentum VW Kirby

The new 2013 Beetle Convertible

We've got you un-“covered” for the summer!

EOS Convertible

Das Auto.

HIMOMENTUM

VOLKSWAGEN

2405 Richmond Avenue
Houston, Texas 77098 - 713/596-3300

www.MomentumVolkswagen.com

OutSmartMagazine.com JUME 2013

31




America’s Most Diverse Car Line!

Camaro i Spark

AT

= S

A~ =
‘:h.

www.knappchevrolet.com

of additional factors tl

e considered, such as

713-446-6691 e
815 Houston Ave. Houston, TX 77007 r"_*':""* B
SALES CENTER AT

Forrest Bess:
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Cy Twombly Gallery: the first book on the

space since its 1995 opening, with numerous
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Rob Schmerler

INSURANCE AGENCY

We pride ourselves in meeting all
of the GLBT community’s
insurance needs!

~ Rob Schmerler

Voted Best Male Insurance Agent 10 Years in a Row
—0OutSmart Readers” Choice Awards

We offer individual and group health insurance through
several fine companies to meet your specific needs.

Great rates! Full Service!
Call for a quote today!

(713) 661-7700

B575 W Loop S, Ste 185 » Bellaire, Texas 77401
SchmerlerAgency.com
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GOING OUT OF TOWN?
Show Us for s i
Your OUTSMART

loe Elder and Michael Rincon took
Outsiast to the top of Mount San
Jd:m[u State Park, Palm Springs,
California. “Although Palm Springs
was in the B0s-90s temperature-
wise, Mount San lacinto with an
elevation of 8,516 feet was in the
upper 30s with snow on the ground
at the top”

David McAninch
took OurSmaer to the
Temple of Angkar Wat
in Cambodia

Check out these fabulous events
co-sponsored by OurSmarr o,

gy el
TON'S et MRS

and our marketing partners.

June 1: LHI Spring Health Fair 2013
offering complimentary lifesaving tests
and services. INFO: [hihouston.org

June 8: Bayou City Performing Arts
presents Glamorous Glee,
INFO: bayoucityperformingarts.org

June 28: Rainbow on the Green. A free
celebration of and for Houston's LGBT
community. INFO: discoverygreen.com

June 1: Houston Prde Band
presents The Great Outdoors.
INFO: houstonprideband.org

June 28: Pride Houston
presents Wonderland Houston
INFO: pridehouston.org

June 6: Out@TUTS Night presents
Flashdance The Musical and Dixie's
Tupperware Party. Join us the first
Thursday performance of each show.
After the performance, mingle with
the cast and listen to fabulous cabaret
music with your LGET friends.

INFO: tuts.com/out

June 29: Pride Houston Celebration
and Parade. INFO. pridehouston.org

SAVE THE DATE

B 2:0; Galtaaion S Ammunt Qoy July 21: Mint julep 2013

Beach Weekend. INFO: Facebook/2013
Galveston Gay Beach

- LIKE US & WIN PRIZES <<<

You could be our next winner of some
fabulous prizes.

lust “Like” OuvSmast magazine on Facebook
and you can win fabulous fun prizes, including
concert and theater tickets, restaurant gift
cerfificates, and more
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& TEST DRIVE THE ALL NEW 2013 LINCOLNS

NEW 2013 LINCOLN

MKZ
*369 wis

$369 LEASE 39 MONTH RCL BASED ON $3 682 DOWN PAYMENT
+$360 15T MO. PAYMENT + DOC FEE + ACQ FEE + TTEL IS TOTAL
DUE AT SIGNING, NO SEC DEP. REQUIRED. WAL THRU
LINCOLN AFS. VINS SLOREI007. EXP. 043013

NEW 2013 LINCOLN @

MKX
A2 s

$412 LEASE 39 MONTH RCL BASED ON 53,862 DOWN PAYMENT +
$412 15T MO, PAYMENT + DOC FEE + ACQL FEE + TTAL IS TOTAL DUE
AT SIGNING NO SEC DEP. REQUIRED. WAC THRU LINCOLN AFS.
VIN# 2LEBL1SS75. RCL CUSTOMER CASH OF $1000 ASSIGNED
BACK TO DEALER, EXP. 043013

\ LET US TREAT YOU TO ANIGHT AT THE MOVIES! . -
‘\o.  TAKEATEST DRIVE
‘& \  &PRESENTTHIS
Y  ADTORECEIVE

A GIFI' CARD!

Gift card valued at $25 to a local movie theatsr, no cash value, while supplies |ast

LINCOLN

Handcrafted in small  §5
batches, using <y
mtﬂonal recipes al

the Nolet Distillery
in Holland

Founded 1691.

COMPLIMENTARY  4veAR 50000-MILE BUMPERTO-BUMPER MANUFACTURER WARRANTY, INCLUDES OIL
MA'“ENANCE & FILTER CHANGES, TIRE ROTATIONS & MULTIPOINT INSPECTIONS. FULLY TRANSFERABLE

T: =
\ f‘"*i :

We'll Buy Yours, Even If You Don’t Buy Ours! i ’
PLANETLINCOLN.COM | (&

». 20440 45 NORTH, SPRING, TEXAS 77373;

888-621-7952




It’s Prxide Month!

We'll show you our pride Tl you show Us yoUrs

Compiled by Marene Gustin
Photos by Dalton DeHart

s B17% e
ALt ok _ : N
o ckRaniyyou
J UL SCULEY
ISP POoET
-John Nechman,

2013 Male
Grand Marshat

Thelma Houston (pictured above) stole
the show at Discovery Green during
last year's Rainbow on the Green.
Other events pictured here from
\ ded . iy Joie last year include the Pride Superstar
or more than : 1 | 4 i b competition, Wonderland Houston, a
! ] fashion show, and the Pride festival.
thirty-four
years, Pride
Houston has
been a central part of

L Adﬂptlﬂn our LGBT community.

= 2007-2012 -outSmart Readers’ Survey  ® Immigration Sure, you know you're
going to stake out

* Employment Law seating early for the

KATINE & NECHMAN L.L.R e« HIV Discrimination Pl"ifh' T’-'”'T‘]; *_1;“'\:\;'“-:‘5
the annual Pride Week
1111 NORTH LOOP WES1, SUITE 180 * Criminal Law on June 29, but you can
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77008 also celebrate ]";‘irlr- all
TELEPHONE: 713-808-1000 * Real EState’ HOA' month long. Check out

WWW.LAWKN.COM and Relationship Issues this list of events and
Info@lawkn.com » Estate Planning Documents BSLTEAE 10 DAYy,

o P00 A o 900 U ARt o Sy
imriae L.alendar oF Cvents —+
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2014 Cruise & Tours

from
$599pp

7 NIGHTS

13TH ANNUAL HALLOWEEN CRUISE

October 25 - November 01, 2014

7 NIGHTS - New York to Bahamas
February 9 - February 16, 2014
Departs from New York

14 NIGHTS - CHINA AND JAPAN CRUISE

April 13 - April 26, 2014
Departs from Hong Kong, China

from

“"‘Mh

from
$679pp

$1,729pp

EVENTS

e ol

Sl OUIL

farily at sea..,

from

$999pp

. Extraordmary Celebrity Entertamment

7 NIGHTS - GREEK ISLANDS & TURKEY CRUISE
June 21 - June 28, 2014 from
Departs from Venice, Italy $849pp

7 NIGHTS - 11TH ANNUAL LABOR DAY ALASKA CRUISE
August 31 - September 7, 2014 from
Departs from Seattle, Washington $749pp

(800) 592-9058 - www.AquafestCruises.com

It's Pride Month!

continued from page 38

June 1

Houston Pripe Banp

The Great OQutdoors Concert, the
final concert of the 2012-2013 season.

Resurrection MCC. resurrectionmec.org

Lessian Heautw Inimarive HeatH Fair
Offers no-cost sereenings, including PAP
tests/well person exams, mammograms,
blood sereenings, heart and vascular risk
assessments, Legacy Community Health
Services. lhihouston.org

First Saturpay Queer Binco

Tequila, tacos, and drag queens at El
Real Tex-Mex. The Houston LGBT
Community Center hosts this monthly
El Real Tex-Mex.

houstonglbtecommunitycenter.org

charitable bingo game.

June 2

PFLAG Houston RecepTion
Honoring Rev. Jim BANKSTON

St. Paul's United Methodist Church.

pflaghouston.org

MonTtrose SorFteaLl Leacue Season Pray
Week 8. Houston Sportsplex.

montrosesoftballleague.com

June 4

Conversamions witH THE DirecTor
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston presents
therapist Dr. Ruth Westheimer and
MFAH director Gary Tinterow. This
discussion marks the second event in the
new series that brings an eclectic mix of
cultural figures to the Museum'’s Brown
Auditorium three times a year. MFAH.
mfah.org

June 6

Pripe Superstar CompeTimion: Rounp 5
An official event of Houston Pride Weelk,
this competition has showcased amazing
LGBT artists that you have experienced
not only at Pride Houston events, but at
other LGBT events around the eity. South
Beach. southbeachthenightelub.com

ALLey THeatre AcTOUT

See Sherlock Holmes and the Adventure
of the Suicide Club and enjoy fabulous
pre-performance mixers with musie,
socializing, complimentary cocktails, and
appetizers. Tickets available for purchase
online. Alley Theatre. alleytheatre.org

Qur@TUTS MNIGHT PRESENTS FLASHDANCE, THE
Musicar ano Dixie’s TupPERWARE PaRTY
Attend the first Thursday performance

of these great shows, and after the
performance mingle with the cast and listen
to fabulous cabaret music with your LGBT
friends, TUTS, tuts.com/out

June 7

TuroucH THE Looking Grass HATCH Prom
Every year the HATCH youth come up with
their own theme for their annual prom,

and 2013’s concept should lend itself to
everything from the surreal and fabulous
to the outrageous. The Montrose Center
hatchyouth.org

June 8

Gramorous GLEe:
Gay Men's Cuorus oF HousTon

For their annual Pride show, GMCH will
perform a tribute to the tradition of glee-club
choruses. Enjoy favorite male glee-club songs
from the past and from present popular
fabulous stage shows, presented as only
these men can, Cullen Theatre at Wortham
Theater Center. houstonfirsttheaters com/

worthameenter.aspx

Pripe SurerstAr Comperimion: Rouno &

An official event of Houston Pride Week,
this compet ':tioti_l'.l_t"i«fs showeased amazing
LGBT artists"that you have expérienced not
only at Pride Houston events, but at other
LGBT events around the city. South Beach.
southbeachthenightelub.com

June 9

Montrose SoFtealL Leacue Season Pray
Week 9. Houston Sportsplex.
montrosesoftballleague.com

ACCT ChampacnNe BruncH
AT THE San Luis REsorT

Step back in time at the “60s Boob Tube
Mania” Champagne Brunch. The San Luis
Resort. supportacct.org

June 13

SOBE Prine SupersTAR SpeciaL EVEnT
RuPaul’s Drag Race contestant Alyssa
Edwards judges and performs live!
No cover all night. South Beach.
southbeachthenightelub.com

June 14

Pripescapres SHow: THis Sipe oF THE Rainsow
The third annual Pridescapes show is

a song-and-dance revue featuring principal
cast members from area musical repertory
companies, directed by Carole Lamont,

celebrating the spirit of the diva in solo
and ensemble pieces from Broadway, the
movies, and the pop charts of yesterday
and today. Creative Life Spiritual Center.

ereativelife.org

Grano MarsHat Happy Hour
Presenten By BBVA Compass

Join the Houston Pride Celebration’s
Grand Marshals Robin Brown, John
Nechman, and Januari Leo for a Friday
evening cocktail. Hughes Hanger

hugheshangar.com

June 15
MonTtrose SorFTBaLL LEAGUE's
Jocks iN Dresses

Benefits Legacy Community Health
Services and Pet Patrol. Stuth Beach.
montrosesaftballleag uecom

Praia URBANA Holgmﬂ 27
Featuring Crus + CeBALLOS AND JuLius

Praia Urbana is Houstons all-day outdoor
electronie music festival. Last Coneert
Cafe. flavorus.com/praia27

Jaston WiLLIAMS IN 1
Brame It oN VALENTINE, TEXAS

Follow Jaston, age fourfashe

singlehandedly destroyvs a dance concert

%in one of the smallest towns in Texas and
& becomes a local star in the processt It
just gets funnier, as one of The Grand’s

favorites regales the audience with'his
stories based on his own experiences
growing up. The Grand 1894 Opera
House. thegrand.com (See page 113.)

I Can Do AnYTHING!

The annual screening of film shorts by,
about, and for kids celebrates children,
who truly can do anything because
they still know how to dream! Before
the screening is a special youth music
performance. Aurora Picture Show.
aurorapictureshow.org

June 18

Center Seniors & Frienos Potiuck
The Houston GLBT Community
Center organizes the monthly potluck.
Bethel United Church of Christ.
houstonglbtcommunitycenter.org

June 19

StacHE BasH

A chic cocktail party with fantastic
nibbles provided by Melange Catering,
Guests have the opportunity to show —
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G619 SHEPHERD + HOUSTON, TEXAS 77007 = 713.861.2233
WWW.BRCGASTROPUB.COM » WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BRCGASTROPUB

HAPPY GAY PRIDE!

BURGERS, BREWS & BRUNCH AT BRC

EVERY MONDAY SATURDAY & SUNDAY BRUNCH
BURGERS & FRIES S8 ALL DAY/ALL NIGHT 10AM - 2:30PM
$3 DRAFTS AFTER 2:30PM $10 MIMOSA & SANGRIA PITCHERS

PROPERTIES

When | list your home for sale
| provide Full Service & put more |
money in your pocket with:

A big THANK YOU to
the community for voting

your favorite places to worship!

|
* No upfront cost or fees to you. '
|
I

* Free upgraded marketing strategy.

* Free advertisement & internet
marketing until your home sells.

* You choose the listing terms & if
you're not happy with my service
you can cancel the contract.

713-822-8555
SellingHomesinHouston.com |

kw metropolitan

CELLER WILLIAMS REALTY

PAMELA EFFERSON 1L .
Broker Associate WP spiriualiEornae i ”“
|

% ]
Each Office I Independently Owned and Operated - | I
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LIVING MOSAIC CHURCH as one of

It's Pride Month!

continued from page 41

off their 'stache (real or fake) and
the possibility of a straight razor
shave provided by V's Barbershop.
Complimentary grab bags given to
guests. Kiehl's (Highland Village).
pridehouston.org/events/stache-bash

June 20

LGBT v America: Tre Last Lecar DiscrimiNaTioN
Hosted by the Rothko Chapel, this lecture
presents Councilman Joel Burns and Rob-
ert Leleux as they discuss the impact dis-
erimination has on the commumty, the way
younger citizens perceive these actions,
and how to begin healing from bullying and
homophobia. $10 suggested donation. The
Rothke Chapel. rothkochapel.org

Prioe Superstar Compenimion: Rounp 7
Now in its seventh

season, this competition

hag showcased amazing
LGBT artists that vou

have experienced not only

at Pride Houston events,

but at other LGBT events
around the eity. South Beach
southbeachthenightelub.com

June 21

Ramnvsow on THE GREEN
At Discovery GREEN
Land Rover Houston
Central’s Rainbow on
the Green presented by e
Legacy Community Health oh My Pri
Services showcases musical
performers and DiJs ai
downtown's Discovery Green park.
discoverygreen.com/
rainbow-on-the-green

Epen: A Prioe Gire Party
The Usual - Neighborhood Pub.
theusualpub.com

June 22

Pripe iN THE PARK

Come out to the Houston Dynamo game
and show your true Pride colors while sup-
porting your local soccer team, BBVA Com-
pass Stadium. bbvacompassstadium.com

EiLe Inpie-Fest Summer 2013

It's Victoria Love's birthday party, Over
200 people attended the last event, and
it was awesome. AvantGarden Houston,
avantgardenhouston.com

June 23
Sawvation: A Pripe Poor Party

Come wash away the sins of the past and

ones yvet to come as Pride Houston presents
this party. There will be an open bar and
nibbles. Why sizzle in the sun if you can't
get a little wet? HI-Houston: The Morty Rich
Hostel. Official After Party following at
FBar, pridehouston.org/events/salvation-
a-pride-pool-party

June 24

Dine witH Pripe

When you dine today at Gratafi Kitchen and
Bar, a portion of vour food bill goes to benefit
Pride Houston, Gratifi Kitchen and Bar
gratifikitchenandbar.com

June 25
Tre Dreamcirts SHow THeir PriDE
FBar. fharhoustoniéem

Rock THE Runway
If you thought last vear’s Roek the Runway

was swanky, vou haven't seen anything yet!

B . i
ﬂi w | . . d¥

de: grab your rainbow flags and get ready to scream, shout, and

catch some beads at this year's Houston LGBT Pride parade on June 29.

This year, it features some of the hottest
models in Houston walking the catwalk in
this summer’s latest styles in underwear,
swimwear, and everything to wear on top!
Free and open to the public. South Beach
southbeachthenightelub.com

June 26

Reer Prine Presents Breaxing THROUGH
Openly LGBT-elected officials at all levels
and from across the country—ineluding the
first gay U.S, senator, Tammy Baldwin—
share their stories of self~doubt and triumph
over multiple barriers ranging from race and
poverty to gender and sexual orientation,
revealing a deeply personal, rarely seen side
of politicians and gay people. River Oaks
Theatre. pridehouston.org/events/1673

(See page 110.)

Merry Gay Consuitants LauncH Party
Join this launch of a new business. Stereo
Live. merrygayconsultants.com

June 27

PRIDE SUPERSTAR
CompemiTion FINALE

Now in it8 seventh geason, this competi-
tion has showcased amazing LGBT artists
that vou have experienced not only at
Pride Houston.events but at other LGBT
events around the eity. Soath Beach.
southbenchthenightelub.eom

Txe ANNUAL
InTerFaITH PRIDE SERVICE

The service brings together people from
diverse religious traditions who join in
unity to acknowledge and celebrate the
Spiritual presence found in every lesbian,

fuay, bisexual, transgender, intersex; qies-

tioning, and straight person, Cathedral of
Hup-:’ Houston. echhouston.org

Drac Me 1o Fame

Talented hopefuls compete for
prizes and bookings hosted by
Charo Beans DaBarge

FBar. fbarhouston.com

June 28

WonperLanp Houston
Follow the white bunny
to a winter wonderland,
benefiting Bunnies on
the Bayou. Ages 18 & up.
Bayou Music Center.
wonderlandhouston.com

TGl PRIDE Snow
Tony's Corner Pocket.
tonyscornerpocketbar.com

June 29

The 35th Houston LGBT
Pride Festival and Pride Parade

This is it, the big event! Join more than
325,000 people to celebrate who we are
as a community. Montrose Blvd,
pridehouston.org

OrriciaL Prioe Houston Arter Party!

This event is the only official After Party
of the Houston LGBT Pride Celebration
and a sanctioned Pride Houston event.
South Beach. southbeachthenightelub.com

June 30

RapTure: A Prioe Foam Party!

This is the official Foam and closing
party of Houston Pride Week. Get
ready to swim in the suds with hot

boys and girls all around! South Beach.
southbeachthenightclub.com m
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Are you Ready to

Unleash Your Pride?

Festival
1:00p - 7:00p

Parade
8:00p - 11:00p

pridehouston.org

Houston LGBT Pride Celebration.
Presented by:

Be You | Have Fun | Be Safe | Drink Responsibly | Be PROUD

Frank Billingsley

Pride Parade’s Honorary Grand Marshal

by Marene Gustin * Photos by Dalton DeHart

logzer Mike MceGuff

once referred to

KPRC-TV Channel

2's chief meteorolo-
gist as the Anderson Cooper of
local television. Some viewers
may have known he was gay,
but most probably didn't—and
didn't care.

But it may have surprised g
few of Frank Billingsley's view-
ers when local media reported
his wedding to longtime part-
ner Kevin Gilliard last Decem-
ber. “We never hid our relation-
ship,” says Billingsley. “We had
people over to the house as
part of auction items at fund-
raisers, and as far back as the
'90s he was always my date at
station Christmas parties.”

Still, it surprised some
when news of his wedding last
December 12 was reported. He
and Gilliard and about seventy
friends and family, including
Gilliard's twenty-five-year-old
son, gathered at the Eventi Ho-
tel in New York City for the wedding.

“Morgan came into my life when he
was seven,” Billingsley says of the young
man. “He's a lucky boy to have three dads.”

Billingsley and Gilliard met at JR's on
August 12, 1995, and as Billingsley says,
“Since then we've maybe been apart for
ten nights.”

Raised in Ala-
bama, the charismatic,
blue-eyed Billingsley
studied communica-
tions and journalism
at Washington and
Lee University and
received his Broadeast Meteorology Cer-
tification from Mississippi State Univer-
sity. He says he leaned toward forecasting
the weather because the weathermen had

Bright and sunny: KPRC-T
rides in his first Pride parade on June 29,

more personality on air than the anchormen.
“Plus,” he adds, “the Weather Channel had
just started with twenty-four-hour weather,
and it just seemed very exciting.”

He started out in Roanoke, Virginia,
forecasting the weather for four years before
moving to a Biloxi station and then to Texas.

The pair has two schnauzers named River and
Ocean. “Because Phoenix would have been too
obvious,” Billingsley says, although two previous Ocesn. ("Because
schnauzers were named Rock and Hudson.

He came to Houston in 1989 as the weekend
meteorologist for KTRE-TV Channel 13 and
then jumped ship in 1995 to become KPRC's
chief meteorologist. “Houston 15 just a great
market for meteorologists,” Billingsley says.
“We get snow here, we get hurricanes, we get

heat waves. It's a very big chal-
lenge to forecast the weather
here. It's a lot easier to forecast
weather in L.A. “Plus, we're

a very outdoor city. People

go to Memorial Park, they go
to baseball games, and even
outdoor weddings! So they are
always interested in what the
weather will be like."

And, in case you're won-
dering about this season's
gloom-and-doom hurricane
forecast, don’t worry. “We've
had nineteen named storms
almost every season,” he says.
“It’s not about the numbers
it's about whether or not it
hits you. Make a plan, have an
emergency kit, and watch me!”

Billingsley's TV schedule
doesn't leave a whole lot of
time for newlywed together-
ness. “Kevin is in human

I resources. He works days and
[ work nights, so we aren't
exactly social butterflies,”

he says. “We have a house in
Galveston that we're always working on,
and, like every other gay couple, we love
to travel and cook!”

And his favorite dish is coconut cream
pie. “Kevin makes it from scratch because
he knows I love it, but he hates coconut
s0 he won't even take a bite of it,” he says.
Now that'’s love.

The pair also
has two schnauzers

named River and

Phoenix would have
been too obvious,” he
says, although two
previous schnauzers were named Rock
and Hudson. So go figure: They've always
had dogs, except for a brief foray into gold-
fish that didn't end well. “They just ate —+
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Fired Up Assemblers

Owned & Operated by Firefighters

|

Assembling Your ‘Goods’ with FydlE]
= Swing Sets « Gazebos & Grills
* Furniture * Port, Basketball Goals
« Game Tables = Exercise Equipment

= Trampolines
& Much More!

832.726.3505 | www.FiredUpAssemblers.com

Coming July 14th to gratifi kitchen + bar!

Wishing Not sure

to meet where to
that go to
special find that

woman? new man?

7-9
3(1‘1‘15':{"1&! at Taft
Houston, TX 77006

SPIRIT

GAY SPEED DATING
( )}):y leaoe /A"(“fﬂ‘(/u' i ?2;:/()
www.highspiritsdating.com

ton, 1 X 77006

II : P]I]
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Frank Bi“ingﬂev : < .‘l,aT

each other,” Billingsley says.

With such a cozy, longtime relation-
ship, why did they decide to make it legal
now? “We decided to get married legally
because if you don't play the game you
can’t complain,” Billingsley says. *And it's
like that last week of college. You pretty
much know everything, but you still want
to walk down that aisle and get that di
ploma.” Or walk down the aisle and get
that marriage license

['here are now twelve states—the
number seems to increase almost daily
now—that recognize same-sex marriages.
But Texas isn't one of them. To which
Billingsley replies; “If it's good enough for
the Boy Scouts, it should be good enough
for the state of Texas. [ thought that was
a very brave vote they made. Things are
changing. Eventually Texas will recog-
nize our marriage.”

What mak
the state doesn't recognize his marriage
but that it means that people still think

him most angry isn't that

being gay is a choice. “It's no more a choice
than your eye color is,” he says. “It bothers
me that people just don't get that. Being

Out in Houston: Frank Billingsley with
his husband, Kevin Gilliard, at the
Marriage Equality rally in March, where
he was a guest speaker.

gay is a fact of life, not a choice, It's just
who we are, and the fact that some people
can't recognize that and be okay with it
and allow us te marry who we want dis-
criminates against us.”

As for Houston Pride Week, Billing-
sley is very excited about being named
Honorary Grand Marshal. “I've never rid-
den in the parade before,” he says. “We've
watched it before and they have even
asked me to be in it, but the parade al-
ways fell on June 22, which is my birthday
and my mother’s, so there were always too
many conflicts.”

This year, the festival and parade
down Westheimer Road is June 29, mak-
ing it a perfect post-hirthday celebration
for one of Houston's favorite weather guys,

Marene Gustin also writes about Dixie
Longate in this issue of OutSmart,

X T

\ {J ,5' \ f';/ith over 900 physicians

\e’l A ".\I,*’;." i

i Ve
./ board certified in more than

80 specialties, our doctors are ready to

care for you and your Specific health

needs.

Our select clinicians specializing in
HIV/AIDS including primary care and
HIV pregnancy care bring forth the
latest treatments through clinical trials

and evidence-based medicine.

UT*Physicians

The faculty of
Tue UniversiTy oF Texas Mepicar Scroor ar HoustoN

We have two locations for our HIV/AIDS clinic:
UT Physicians at Texas Medical Center
6410 Fannin, Suite 600
Houston, Texas 77030

and

UT Physicians at Bellaire
6700 West Loop South, Suite 520,
Bellaire, Texas 77401

Accepting new patients
www.UTPhysicians.com | 1-888-488-3627
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From High Kicks to High Tech

After fifty years, Robin Brown shows no signs of slowing down

by Brandon Wolf
Photo by Brandon Wolf

wbin Brown was born

Sunday, June 23, 201 8" L e o

Detroit, Michigan. Fifty

The Morty Rich Hostel : > -y ' - - years later, on the eve

of her birthday, she was named

the 2013 Houston Female Pride
g Marshal, “It was the best birthday
W pn OUL SPONSESS ' | present I could possibly have had,”
QuivSmart _

she says.

Born in the early spring, Brown
was named for Michigan's famous
robins. “Robins are considered the
first sign of spring,” she says with
a warm smile. The name fits her
well. Like her namesakes, Brown is

cheery, hard-working, and colorful

Athletic and Involved

Brown's parents divorced when 2013 Houston Female Pride Marshal Robin Brown shows pictures of her two famous
she was eight, and although the grandfathers—on the left, King Gates, child actor in more than fifty “Our Gang” movie
breakup affected her, it made her shorts, and on the right, Roy Brown, designer of the Edsel.

- o L] ol " . L
/ ) - 3 N - 'L & r : stronger. She lived with her mother
# | 1 - o acy - " 1 ¥
i I l( L ll (’ll t\ who was young and very beautiful. “She Brown was athletic—playing golf and remembers. “Believe it or not, that's when
- -
[ ]

was a department store ‘demo girl,’ then junior varsity basketball. On a dare, she the lawn sprinklers decided to come on.”
sold waterbeds, and eventually worked tried out for the high school drill team, Brown recovered, but could no longer

- her way up to VP at a brokerage house,” and to her surprise she secured a position execute the high kicks.
M 0 n d ay g n e 2 1 ! Brown says The girls wore At school, Brown took photos for
Jespite the r - green sequin the vearbook, She was president of the
2 e Desy . | ! i
| emotional effect Brown S fundralSIng efforts drill outfits, school’s French club, and won election

.I of the diverce, ed rHEd her a seat next to accessorized by as class treasurer, When she graduated,
Th e U S ual PUb | Brown still Sil‘lger cyndi Lauper at the' white leather she was given the fitting honor of being

remembers a boots, white named “Most Spirited.”
519 A‘ﬂep Street

happy schoal 2009 Obama InaugUfatIOﬂ. gloves, and white During her school years, at the age
life—living in the cowboy hats, The of fourteen, she also took up a job in

same geographical area and attending razzle-dazzle uniforms were typical for the her stepfather’s golf shop. She began by

S —————

elementary, junior high, and high school type of drill team they were—high kickers. sweeping floors, but it wasn't long before
with the same group of friends. At the The drill team days ended when she she proved her ability to sell shoes. She —
time, she thought the school was big— was hit by a negligent driver while riding

with 230 in her graduating class. But her bike one evening. Brown remembers

looking back, she says it seems small. being propelled through the air, hitting the

pavement, hearing the sound of squealing
car tires, and seeing those tires stop just
feet from her limp body. “I was carried to
a nearby yard to await an ambulance,” she




From High Kicks to High Tech

cantinved from previous page

quickly moved on to becoming the most
successful sales elerk for golf clubs, with
lots of regular customers, and nice sales
eommissions for her
savings account.

The Grandfather
Effect

Brown learned self-
assurance early

on. Both of her
grandfathers were
unique and creative,
and mentored her.
They both ended up
working in the auto
industry—one for
General Motors and
one for Ford. “I've
always gotten great discounts on cars,”
Brown laughs.

Her paternal grandfather was Roy
Brown, the man who invented the Edsel.
Despite the fact that the car became
synonymous with failure, her grandfather
was proud of the design he created. "And
he lived to see it become one of the most
iconie cars ever built, selling for over
100,000 these davs to collectors.” When

The National Conference
on LGBT Equality
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her grandfather died earlier this year, a
relative texted Brown, “Your grandfather
is trending on Yahoo!” (he was a headline
item),

Her grandfather Brown also designed
the Mercury “concept car” that became

Family: Brown

in 2011 with her
grandfather, Roy
Brown, designer of
the Edsel and the
Batmobile.

Gala: Brown at
the Human Rights
Campaign Gala
2012 with her date,
Alison Killebrew.

the Batmobile on TV, “The producers
called and said they needed a Batmobile
in one month. All Ford could do was take
the futuristie-loocking car and put Bat-
markings all over it.”

Robin's maternal grandfather was
King Gates. “He was a Mensa, and
graduated from college at age sixteen,”
she says. He was also a child actor who
appeared in more than fifty of the famous
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“Our Gang™ movie serials of the 1820s
and '30s. “His mother was a secretary at
Universal Studios,” says Brown.

College Days and Making Love
‘Somewhere in Time'

Brown studied hotel management
through Michigan State University, and
earned her bachelor's degree. She says
college was “great, but a busy blur.”

For her internship, she applied to the
world-famous Grand Hotel on Michigan's
Mackinaw Island, the popular resort
destination that bans all vehicles except
for horse-drawn carriages and bicycles.
She was aceepted, but turned down the
offer to work at the island’s lesser-known
Murray Hotel.

“The Grand Hotel position was too
limiting,” Brown says. “At the Murray, I
was allowed to experience everything—
cleaning rooms, waiting tables,
bartending, and working the front desk.”
Halfway through the summer, she was
promoted to night supervisor.

The romantic cult classic Somewher:
in Time was filmed on the island the
summer before, so it was the buzz of
the summer that Brown spent there.
Although she had been attracted to other
women for years, she found her first
Sapphic experience on the enchanted isle
that summer

A Stellar Professional Life

Brown went on to work for the historic
Pontchartrain Hotel in Detroit for four
vears. It was a rare five-star hotel,

and she loved the atmosphere, Asked
what the secret to achieving excellent
customer service is in such a demanding
industry, Brown says, “You stop, you
don't react, and you listen.” It's a formula
that has worked for her when organizing
volunteers, too.

Brown’s abilities were quickly
noticed. In 1984, she was courted by
Sonesta Hotels to work for them in Fort
Myers, Florida. Soon after, she was made
a national sales manager for thirteen of
their facilities.

Bell South wooed her to Atlanta in
1988. And when the company bought
Houston Cellular, she found herself
heading for Texas. Brown says she loves
Houston. “It’s a great big small town.”

drown continued to be in demand by
hiring managers who were aware of her
skills. Sinee moving to Houston, she has
also been employed by Automated Data

Processing (ADP) and CSI Healtheare I'T.

The Biggest Challenge of Her Life

Brown currently works for the Cerner
Corporation, a medical software —+
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company that brings in nearly four bil-

lion dollars in revenue annually. One of
their largest ventures is the automation
of medical records, which the U.S. gov-

ernment has mandated healtheare pro-
viders to achieve by the end of 2014

As the executive director of
consulting, Brown works with strategy
and planning. Cerner implements
systems, trains employees, and provides
audit services. The company stresses
“accountable health care.”

Their systems can monitor the
performance of physicians and staff
members, making sure they are
providing adequate care and promoting
wellness. They can also help consumers
lower their insuranee rates with good
health practices such as exercise and
improved diet. The company developed a
system to monitor the onset of sepsis and
has nearly eliminated this number-ane
killer of hospital patients.

Becoming Political

Brown's political invalvement began

in Houston when she joined the local
chapter of the Human Rights Campaign
and worked on their fundraising galas
for years. Her efforts earned her a seat
next to singer Cyndi Lauper at the 2009
Obama inauguration.

For the last three years, she has
raised money for the Victory Fund. In
the 2012 elections, 180 LGBT candidates
were endorsed at the national, state,
and local levels, and a record 124 were
eleeted. One of the sweetest victories was
Tammy Baldwin's rize to the 1.8, Senate
“l was standing next to Mayor Parke
Hughes Hangar on election night,” says
Brown. “It was exciting to wateh as she
shared tweets with Tammy.”

Brown has also been a volunteer for
the Uncommon Legacy Golf Tournament.

In 2011, she grganized the Victory Fund's

2011 Family Picnic in Cherrvhurst Park
during Pride Month, The event attracted
160 people. Future picnics are not on her
agenda, but she says with a grin, “T'll be
glad to show someone else everything
that has to be done!™

Riding Down Westheimer

Brown got the news that she was the
2013 Female Pride Marshal while
celebrating her fiftieth birthday in a
resort near Cancun with thirty friends,
She regretted missing the announcement
party, but all of her vacation reservations
had been made before the date of the
celebration was announced.

*I was partying with my friends
when last year’s male marshal Nick
Brines texted me the news,” Brown
relates. “The whole place broke into
applause, and people I didn't even
know came up to congratulate me.”
She admits that she broke into tears
when the news came. “It's the ultimate
recognition by the community—real
icing on the cake, after twenty years of
activism.”

Riding in the Pride parade isn't
totally new to Brown. When her friend
Fiona Dawson was marshal in 2009,
Brown was riding in the passenger
seat of that convertible. “The driver of
the car fainted from heat stroke,” she
remembers. With typical "get it done”
leadership, Brown took over the wheel
for the rest of the ride.

Looking back on her first fifty years,
Brown sums up her life as "pluralistie.”

“I was put here to bring diverse groups of
people together to accomplish things. But

I think I need to slow down,” she says
“I've been having way too much fun.”
One can't help but see that Brown

will never stop doing either.

i

rdon Wolf also writes about Pride
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BEAUTIFUL MODELS, FIERCE FASHIONS.....
ONE HOT NiGHT!L

John Nechman lives the word

by Brandon Wolf
Photo by Dalton DeHart

wﬂp_ﬂ

fhen talking with John Nechman, it doesn’t
take long before the word “global™ comes to

mind. The child of a bi-racial couple, Nechmar

himself has been in a bi-racial relationship

for seventeen vears. He's traveled to more than one hundre
countrieg, and his most passionate focus is on LGBT
1ImMmigration issues

Nechman was born to a Korean woman and an American
(3.1 in 1965, In 1998, he found the love of his life, a Colombian
citizen living in the U.S. on a student visa. Asian, American,
European, African, and Latin influences are all present in his
life. “Watching the Miss Universe Pageant with relatives can

get chaotic!™ he laughs

An Early Baby

The oldest of four sons, the Seoul, South Korea native weighed
a mere three pounds when he was delivered by a midwife two
and-a-half months early. Nechman's Korean mother had spent
much of her life in Beijing, China, where her father taught 2013 Houston Male Pride Marshal John Nechman has traveled to
college more than one hundred countries, so we are lucky that he has

By the time he was seven, his family had settled in Hous- chosen Houston as his home.
ton where his father continued a career as an insurance agent
for John Haneock. His mother taught Iu-rr:l-ll' English and all the butt-slapping and gay name-calling that was part of the locker-

went to work as an ac room culture,” he say
countant. Nechman Nechman was a keen enough child to have been
was enrolled at Foster aware of the Houston Heights gay serial killings
Elementary Schoal in | by Houstonian Dean Corll, which took the lives
Humble, Texas. ! 3 of twenty-eight known victims between 1970 and
The family later : 1973. He remembers that it discouraged his inter
moved to the Forest : > L s est in exploring his sexual orientation.
Cove area of Kingwood v, But eventually his interest was revived when
The area was 30 new he heard activist Ray Hill's speech at the Anita
that the local high } ' Bryant demonstrations in Houston in 1977, when
school had only a fresh- thousands marched through the streets and circled

man and sophomore ¢lass when he began. “Our class was the the Hyatt Regency where Bryant has performing

first to make the full eyele of four years,” he remembers “Our family had gone to Chinatown for dinner that night,” Nech-
man recalls, “Driving home, conservative talk show host Jon Mat-

An Athletic Youth thews came onto the car radio and started talking about the gay mob
| Wy that had descended on the Hyatt.” Nechman’s father quickly changed
Nechman was a good student—popular and athletic. He ; ) : T : :
i . R the radio station. When they arrived home, twelve-year-old Nechman
played on the football, baseball, soceer, and golf teams. At fif ' ”

CELEERATING 3 B f T e o - ran to his room and took his transistor radio into the closet to hear
* OC i ﬂutvSmaﬂ A ]_ 1 teen, he began waiting tables at the Kingwood Country Club. = : R
: . - Being gay wasn’t something he thought much about. As an

20 YEARS
I : 4 K o : . . athlete, no one suspected he might be gay. “But I remember
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in Houston’s Fifth Ward. The area was
one of Houston's most crime-ridden zones,

| - - . . “ ada T ivaraite
| XTI RN injeny sey place. “That made the University

| conlinued from previous page ¢ 'E!(as A usLIE YELY SPPERIANG 30 1He 38 & i £
choice for college. but she still made the business successful.

the news reports. “I heard Ray Hill ad-

dressing the crowd that had gathered by College and Life on the Road

She also had a lengthy romance with an )
African-American gentleman who came A HANGING OUT
to work at the pharmacy. : o Y
His mother was also successful at con- y - - i
. | HOOKING-UP OR
"‘L '

H Nechman enrolled at UT, and earned a bach-
elor's degree in business and linguistics. His
parents divorced during his first year of col-

vincing her son to abandon his European
wanderings and enroll at South Texas
College of Law, “She bought me a dog to
keep me grounded,” he says. That dog,

a Norwegian Elkhound that he named
Bjtirn, lived for nineteen years.

Nechman had a number of relation-
ships with men over the years, ranging
from a few weeks to deeper long-term
commitments. One of those relationships,

unt'l.vrtunn.t:.\l}'. nearly cost I”I.m his Iit'ff A Slngle gay manfs Weekend for understaﬂdlng

An obsessive ex-lover from his years in

Europe tracked him down in Houston and and |mpr0V]ng |O'u’e [EIat](}nSh]ps

lege, and his father remarried a woman from
Mexico City. “She came from a large family
and I didn't know Spanish,” he notes. “So |
decided to study the language as a minor.”
To earn money, Nechman waited tables.
He also found jobs as a doorman and bar-
tender in clubs on Austin’s Sixth Street,
College was followed by three vears of
backpacking across Europe, visiting more
than one hundred different countries. “I got
by with my wits, odd jobs, and the kindness

HUSBAND-HUNTING

of friendly people,” Nechman says. asked to meet
; 7 T
Every summer, Nechman ended up on “I showed up at the downtown YMCA [f} onea WEEI{EHOJ}/DU f/‘ /earn new Sk.rffj
the Greek island of Mykonos. He slept under and he was in a car,” Nechman remem- ’ . - .
Family outing: it wes his mom’s (c) dream ©  the stars on the rnni'ui_'u disco. "HUI’II-[-" nights bers. “Next thing I knew, there was a and -"‘qs"ghfs Wb!Ch thl !}efp' )VGU
to see the Taj Mahal, so he took her and I danced on the d“:‘_m floor—other nights | pistol at the side of my head.” Nechman : . : :
his partner, Ricardo Ruiz (r) in April. danced on the bar,” he says with a grin : ; survived the attempt on his life, but did * More fU"'}" understand the unigque |!f9'9XP‘1""E‘ﬂ(0 of bE‘II’]g d gay man
Gity Hall " ho Yeniotabors o Baby, it's cold outside: Nechman (r) and take a bullet in his upper arm. The bullet » Make sense of the fear and loneliness associated with being single
7. RARE i Entering the Field of Law Ih‘s law partner, Mitchell Katine, in .waSh' traveled about eighteen inches inside his » Understand the brain (hEI‘I‘HSIW related to attraction
As he grew older, he got bolder and ington DC to hear oral arguments in the sl Bolare et : : f fatinnatis
became aware of the Montrose club dis- Nechman says he was “devastated” by his T aiega CHRES RURHGIET T welieg  “Then ; Dlioil every shere,” says PRSI SN Yook je e o AT
: : e o 2 e in the freezing cold temperatures from 2 AREEC WA uged Swckywhiere,” aaya « Define and reach your relationship goals
I trict. But Houston was too close to home, parents’ divorce, but he is proud that his a.m. to assure being in the Supreme Court Nechman. “The EMTs couldn’t figure . .
A : ‘ * Avoid repeating the same patterns

+ Identify and overcome what has kept you single
odd feeling, standing there nearly naked » Explore new places and ways for m_eetlng more ap;:!r()pnate men
and covered with blood, as local TV » Use the natural progression of relationships to predict the out-come

il and Nechman worried about being seen mother used her savings to open a pharmacy on the two days of argument. out where I had been hit, and stripped
| me down to my undershorts. It was an

cameramen shot footage of me for the

THANK YOU HOUSTON Gl o Jistad AUGUST 24-25, 2013 - HOUSTON, TX

FOR MORE INFORMATION: TONY@HOUSTONTHERAPIST.COM

we’r'e m Finding the Love of His Life h
& I I} PPY PRl DE ( EROM A RECENT PARTICIPANT: “Developing from small children whe

b In 1996, Nechman went to work for | are somehow “different” into the men we become, it Is nearly inevitable
Ritchie & Glass to learn eriminal law, | that we will face hidden obstacles in how we relate to ourselves and
That same year, he met Ricardo Ruiz, \ to others as gay men. ‘Informative’ and ‘revelatory” are guaranteed..
whom he has lived with for the last seven- A transformative” is not out of the question.”

= —

THE PRESENTER:

teen years. “I first saw him in the FFiesta
on Bellaire Boulevard, and it was love at
first sight.”

Ruiz, a native of Colombia, was living
in the UU.8. on a student visa. Courtship
led to commitment. But unlike a hetero-

Outsmart Magazine's Favorite Therapist
2003-2013, Tony Carrall, LCSW. Tony
has Houston’s oldest GLBT focused
psychotherapy practice. He is previous
president of the Texas Clinical Society,
and his partner, Dr. Bruce Smith, joins
him in these presentations. Participants

always say It is helpful to see a

real couple at work together.

sexual couple, there was no chance of

marriage and citizenship. So Nechman
quickly became interested in immigration
law, and he went into solo practice for the

Pride Festival and Parade,
June 29, 2013.

next four years.

In 1998, the two were traveling to-
gether and had to go through U.S. Cus- | TONY CARROI.L' LCSW
tﬂms}- l.NCithi\r EFUE i ‘:;'*‘" QI“{DI:II.’:E”Mﬂél Phgreltoth ey ariet. Goewreseling Regi! online:

g problems with Customs officials before,” = { i ;
T GET ONE WEEK FREE g HoustonTherapistcom
™ i :
was taken aside and questioned. When T hera pl

, LA‘S WITH THIS AD they figured out we were a couple, he was B com
il ! Y MEEERE 0 R taken to a private room and grilled about
our relationship.” They were both shat-

1111 5 Shepherd on the Curve + Complimentary valet » 7135727654 « dhas.com FITHOUSTON.COM + 713.STAY.FIT {7‘ 3.529.151 5} tered by the incident. 1006 MISSOURI ST. HOUSTON, TX 77006 * 713.527.0000 * nﬁleraplﬂ.ﬂlm

Ruiz, a dedicated schoolteachar —

r
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Theology Pub @ Black Labrador everyone ek vdlass of age,
race, religious background,

gender identity or

sexual orientation.

together,” Nechman says
Making a Difference
iman has been a strong

rimmigration r

nmunity. Althos

Zetea Houskn 4 l Zeteo

1601 Sunset Blvd G . X A
Houston, TX 77005 ] WGrShlp gdthenng

www.facebook.com/zeteohouston 2nd Sunday of each e L o
zeteohouston.org month at 5:30pm ; o i

o an adjunct professor

—

iy e JAY BAKKER

IIEI‘ET" s o JUNE BTH » MOLLY'S PUB » 509 MAIN STREET = BOOPM = 510
‘ 'L} . JUNE 9TH » ZETED WORSHIP GATHERING » 1601 SLINSET » 530PM

j juent spe
, human rig

SPECIEL 4 some and fit a

3%0 =

‘hman approa

at honor. *I'm very th:
||IH se 1 life,

14002 Northwest Fwy. (Hwy 290) * between Tidwell & Fairbanks N. Houston

58 JUNEZ2M13 OutSmartMagazine.com

S—

g T T A S

et e

i e i

e A e

L e e NP NS S S T T P =

Ashly Fine Rugs

IKAT Collection

HOUSTON
2920 Kirby Dr
Houston, TX

713-426-5454
houston@ashlyrugs.com

www.ashlyfinerugs.com

DALLAS
1525 Slocum St
Dallas, TX

214-748-5180
dallas@ashlyrugs.com




Land Rover Houston Central’s 3rd Annual

== ON THE GREE
www.LandRoverHouston.com

presented by

LAND~
<ROVER

Legacy

Leunge presented by J A G T AHR

HOUSTON CENTRAL

; Frlday, June 21, 7:30 pm I’_.

i

\\\\l““\l
A\

| |

Crystal Waters Chn's” Cox

oubD SPONSO

W\LIsGrT

%
(o) 5\
“ston's teer maGht

MEDIA PARTNERS: KPRC - HOUSTON CHRONICLE - COMCAST + UNIVISION
1500 McKinney

DISCOVERYGREEN
STH ANNIVERSARY SEASON

www.discoverygreen.com « #DGRAINBOW

A Vital Community Ally

Januari Leo embraces her core social values

by Brandon Wolf
Photo by Lynn Lane

srnin 1975, Januari Leo

was only nine when the first

news about Ryan White, a

hemophiliae infected through
an AIDS-tainted transfusion, broke in
the media. “It was scary,” she remembers
“And it broke my heart to see the way this
thirteen-year-old boy was treated by his
local community.”

Leo grew up 1n a conservative
Republican family, and although AIDS
wasn't a ;}:lt'lJClalczl' !:\Ullj'_'L'L of conversation
in the house, she was already reading
about it in newspapers and watching it on
cable news. “1 seem to always have been a
truth seeker,” she says.

Growing Up in Garland

Leo, the “2013 Houston Pride Ally”™ of the
LGBT community (an honor bestowed
upon a supportive heterosexual), grew
up in Garland, Texas. Her father was a
salesman and her
mother worked as a
secretary. She has
one brother.

School wasn't a
chore for Leo. She
got good grades and
had lots of friends.
With a natural incli-
nation to media, she served as the editor
of the school newspaper.

Leo was also an accomplished dancer,
whether it was jazz, tap, or hip-hop. In
high school, she earned spending money
teaching dance to younger children.

She played the flute in her high school
marching band.

Later, she transferred to the band's
flag corps. Dressed in orange, green, and

“No matter what
happens in life, there
will always be good
people out there.”

The 2013 Houston Community Pride Ally, Januari Leo, has always found meaning in

helping others.

white, the Rangers performed at every game

and traveled as far away as Colorado to mku

part in competitions. She remembers lots of

snappy routines, but thinks that the corps’

rendition of Elvis Presley's Fever was prob-
ably her favorite.

A Strong Sense
of Social Justice

Leo says she has always
had strong core values
that reflect her concern
for the less fortunate
in our society—public health, social justice,
equal rights, empowerment, and compassion.
So it was no surprise when she majored in
sociology and political science while earning
her bachelor’s degree at University of Hous-
ton's downtown campus,

Some of her early jobs also prepared
her for a life dedicated to others. She once
worked as a cashier in an adult video store.
She laughs at the mention of the video rental
scene in the cult classic film Clerks. Leo

also worked for a time as a hostess at the
Birraporetti's Restaurant on West Gray
in Houston.

During her senior year of college she
met Brian, the man whom she would soon
marry. “We talked at a party and discov-
ered we had a lot in common.” Their first
child was born at the end of that class
year. The day before her final exams, her
doctor told her to head to the hospital,

“I told him I couldn't because I had final
exams the next day.” The doctor won.

Leo describes her husband as “the
logical side” in their marriage. “He works
in finance and data analysis for Merrill
Lynch, Actually, it's quite common for
people in social work to marry someone
outside their professional circle.”

In 2002, Leo started graduate school
at University of Houston, working on —
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A Vital Community Ally

continued from prev page

a master’s degree in social science. She
put that goal on hold while devoting

re-election campaign. Leo had first
met Farrar at a Planned Parenthood
Lobby Day in Austin. “She spoke so
well, and I was so impressed at her
youth and sense of passion.”

The 2010
election was hard
fought. “Her
opponent attacked
her support
of Planned

Entering the Political Arena

Leo's first “real” job came 1n 2010

Texas state representative Jessica Farrar

asked her to manage her District

During graduate school, Randall Ellis,
when Senior Director of Government Relations

148 had visited her political science class. “He

at Legacy Community Health Services,

at the last moment.”
After earning her degree, Leo kept

in touch with Ellis, *I found out what
events he would be at, and I always

Frazier's Gelebrates

ended up placing myself'in front of him,”
she laughs. “1 kept asking if he had a job
opening yet.”

Her perseverance finally paid off, and
in February 2011 she was offered a job as
a public affairs field specialist for Legacy.
“From the day I started, I had two weeks
to coordinate an HIV Advocacy Day in
Austin,” Leo says. It was an impressive
first assignment—more than one
hundred people statewide showed up to
lobby for HIV issues

expansion for HIV,” Leo notes. “Ryan
White funding has to be re-approved

at regular intervals, We'd like to see

it covered more comprehensively by
Medicaid. That would make the funding
sustainable.”

L.eo loves working for Legacy. “Katie
Caldwell, the director, is amazing. She’s
been in politics, so she understands not
only healtheare management, but also

by, Come Find your home at Chateaus
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I covered now, and that means we have
more money to invest in broadening what -

| gallo: G Cool Off and Celebrate with our
| The recent upswing in new HIV 2 3
I infection among youth concerns Leo SL@ nature PRIDE Cockta LL!
| "Kids are getting carcless,” she says. “It's
| basically a lack of knowledge, so HIV *» Dogs On a Leash Welcome

62 JUMNE 203 OutSmartMagazine.com

Open: Thursday thru Tuesday 9-6pm « 23200 Hwy &

5
B
www.FraziersConcrete.com » 979-921-2906

290 North of Hempstead, TX

education is very important to me.”

Leo says that she is excited about
being a 2013 Pride marshal. “1 felt so
honored when my name was announced,
| admit | wasn't expecting it."

On parade night, her two children will
join her on the back of a convertible as it
rolls down Westheimer, “We're only sup-
posed to have one additional person with
us,” Leo says. “But with two children, —*

« Everything Made by Hand
* 100% Texas Craft on Draft

Happy Hour 3-7 p.m. Everyday

&am. -3 pm SoL & Sun.

I Weekend Brunch
Ask about drink specials

ki

tchen+bar

302 Fairview @ Taft - 832.203.5950 KL @gratifihouston
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; . . of Public Health Policy
horrible vear for E{]llahl‘f
| Democrats, The “My job is to help people understand
Ton Parti nourky - public health policy,” says Leo. “It's all
wiped us out. But : very camplex. I have to study it and make
Jessica won by 1 do: Leo at Marriage Equality rally in Houston. it L'I'l_nill‘t'|1'.'1ls1l=h- _ .
. e _En Toward that end, Leo issues action
an lImpressive ab ] 1 i 1
- f ol . ae = alerts, puts together advocacy days, anc
percent. believed so deeply in his work with LGBT | ! ‘1‘ d : i i ]
i = G takes part in community organizing. “1 go el ) diplae o
= - . - Election night was and HIV issues,” Leo remembers, T g i Nestled in a quiet tree-covered ¢en 4
o' All smiles: Leo happily poses with her husband Brian, son Bl d with mixed emotion Laker thiat } ked with Elli to lots of local meetings,” she says. “Many S atirds 2 ioa b art i T 5
(=] Xed emotions ate at year, she worked wi ~lhs . o e e i
|‘| Seth, and daughter Maya. : : ' ]' TR -“I‘”— SEREEN T of them are after hours.” She also works i b nreek b gkt histor
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| af LG0s cA WA YOIy LappY; on 2 8yrings exchange projectas part of with the Ryan White Planning Couneil Today Vi e
TR 11 1 e 1E1] vy "6 e ale T Aad " Farrar acka 5 T e @ N T L T s - ot loday the community 15 DCIng compictely
| herself full-time to raising two children. |au? l_v. as al=o f.‘.hhdllbit.ll. Farrar asked Leo her graduate school practicum, “The bill and afion Savels Lo Kstie th testify 2 ( . n ty is being ] :
| In 2010, she earned her graduate degree. to join her staff, but Leo had already set her almost passed in the Texas legislature,” committee hearings. revitalized ro once again represent the |
Il sights elsewhere Leo says. “But the opposition derailed it “A really big issue now is Medicaid gracious, garden-style lis ing of days gone :
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A Vital Community Ally

coninuea Irom previous page

I couldn’t leave one of them out, so the
Pride Committee made an exception.”
Her hushand will serve as either a
banner-bearer or a wheel-watcher. It
will be a special night for the tamily
“There are ten days of constant ac-
tivity leading up to the parade,” Leo
says. “I'm trying to get a lot of rest
before then.”

The best thing about being a Pride
marshal is the opportunity to advo-
eate for her favorite causes, Leo says.
Asked to reflect on her life up to this

rass-

point, she feels that the word “g

=" 18 the most common thread. “I'm

very community-oriented, and like to

work direetly with people.”

Looking ahead, Leo says that
things are definitely getting better—
for the LGBT community and in the
health services field, *No matter what
happens in life, there will always be
good people out there.” And our 2013
Community Pride Ally is definitely

one of them.

Brandon Wolf also writes about Pride
sha an and Robin
Brown in this issue of OutSmart

nar

Berin ;{) meoa

! Communily Services {_

Proudly supports Houston’s LGBT
Community

To walk with us in the Pride Parade and
to join our pre-Pride festivities, find us on

Facebook!
www.facebook.com,/beringomega
www.beringomega.org

Providing Compassionate Care to People
Living with HIV/AIDS Since 1986

Happy Pride Month!------
THANK YOU, HOUSTON!

QOutSmart readers have voted Premier Wireless as the
BEST place to buy cellular phones for the 16" year in a row!

I
I
!
I

«h“
To show our appreciation we will |

“ - » donate $50 to Bayou City Performing Arts <% - ~
when you activate a new line of service at Premier.

Mention this ad for donation. Offer expires 6/30/2013

Buy Gay and Support the Community, too!

€ .J))

Premier
WIRELESS

12220 Murphy Road

We’re Houston’s oldest gay-owned wireless company.

« The BEST Value in Wireless.

+ The Latest and Greatest phones

« Discounts for most businesses and their employees.

| gﬁrint'
- Come to our office or let us come to YOU. S fl nt " Phone
2 8 1 -5 75 -8500 = Full-service center to keep your phones in top-notch condition. p . E:g::r
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RichardRoy@johndaugherty.com
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Jaymes & James

Houston LGBT Pride Celebration Celebrity Grand Marshals

by Megan Smith
Photo by Gabriel Goldberg

hen hunky Chippendale duo
Jaymes Vaughan (1) and James
Davis (r) entered The Amazing

Race, fellow cast and audience members
initially dismissed them as little more
than pretty boys with six-pack abs. How-
ever, with unyielding determination to

win the million-dollar prize money to help

Vaughan's father fight his cancer, the pair
f L I

soon became the team to beat
Although Jaymes & James came in
second place, their fans did not abandon

them—they rallied behind the duo to raise

over 530,000 to help Vaughan's father.
Besides recording an album and

producing a new travel show, the guys are

currently using their newtfound fame to

help charities such as the American Can-

cer Society, the Human Rights Cam-
paign, and Aid for AIDS. “The race
gave us a platform, and it's our
job to use that to help others”
Davis says. “Especially since
our fans did so much to help us
after the race,” Vaughan adds.
Vaughan, who is openly
gay, and Davis will serve as this
year's Celebrity Grand Mar-
shals for the Houston LGBT Pride
Celebration. “The amount of love and
support we have received from the
LGBT community has been beyond
overwhelming,” Vaughan told the
Houston Chronicle. *And now Hous-
ton opening their arms to us as well
is really just amazing. It's such a
fun, exciting, big city—and we could
not be more excited to actually get to
perform there.” B

-l I - T gy I-ff:-—.sw&ﬂ»‘""
‘October 22 “November 2, 2013
starting at S6600° per person
S BRAND G VACATIONS ‘ﬁ‘
~ Burgundy & Provence River Cruise
~ Vietnam & Cambodia River Cruise

" Grand Coco Bay Resort

| RSVP VACATIONS . s Ty e .
Summer Alaska Cruise - Helland America Oosterdam
Divina Caribbean Cruise MSC - Divina
Club Atlantis Vallarta
Club Atlantis Vallarta
Venice to Rome Cruise - Celebrity Sithouette
Amsterdam to Barcelona Cruise - Celebrity Constellation
LA to Mexico Cruise - Camnival Miracle
Silhouette Caribbean Cruise - Celebrity Silhouette
Buenos Aires to Rio - Oceanio Regatta
Summit Caribbean Cruise - Celebrity Summit
Bali to Singapore Cruise - Seabourn Odyssey
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February 22 - March 1. 2014
starting at $1395™ per person

Aug 4 -13, 2013
Oct15-30. 2013
Nov @ - 16, 2013
July 21 =28, 2013
Feb 15 - 22, 2014

Oct 26 - Nov 2. 2013

Nov 2 -8 2013

Aug 24 - Sept 3,2013

Sept5-15.2013
Nowv 10 - 17, 2013
Feb2 -9 2014

Feb 23 - Mar 5 2014

Mar8-15 2014
Mar1s - 25,2014




Non-Surgical Procedures
Botox®/Dysport®
Juvederm®/Restylane®/Radiesse”

it Sculptra® Aesthetic

i LIGHTSheer® Laser Hair Removal
Ultherapy®

| Thermage® Skin Tightening
Fraxel® Dual Laser

| Diolite® Laser

Laser Skin Resurfacing

Lip Augmentation

| 6655 Travis, Ste. 900 * 713.526.5665

FACIAL PLASTIC SURGERY ASSOCIATES

Happy Pride!

Ask

Dr. Angela

I will give you insight

into my world and answer
questions you always wanted
to know, but didn’t know
who to ask. So, if you have
one please send it to me!

Info@DrSturmobrien.com

Surgical Procedures
Rhinoplasty (Nose surgery)
Revision Rhinoplasty
Septal Perforation
Facelift
Browlift
Blepharoplasty (Eyelia Surgery)
Face and Neck Liposuction
Cheek Lifts / Implants
Otoplasty (Ear Pinning)

Hair Transplant

DrAngelaSturm.com

Boys totally
Noodie.

iJenni knows how to make your
iegg roll and your veggies rock.
Take a noodle break before pride.
We are planning something extra
‘disco dumplings for next year.

Best Gay Friendly- Houston Press
Best Float Pride Parade Houston 2011
Best Costume Pride Parade Houston 2012

713.NOODLES

IT’S ALL GOOD IN THE NOODLEHOOD!
NOODLESRULE.COM

ﬂ facebook.com/noodlesrule u @noodlesrule NOODLE HOUSE

IN THE HEIGHTS
602 EAST 20TH ST. @ OXFORD

UPTOWN/ GALLERIA
2027 POST OAK @ WESTHEIMER

& SHEPHERD/ MONTROSE

_:‘_31 11 S. SHEPHERD @ ALABAMA



SEBERING

BERING MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

A Reconciling Congregation
Wwishing
HappY pride

Join us for Sunday Worship

8:30 a.m. in the chapel
10:50 a.m. in our historic sanctuary
The Heart & Soul of Montrose

1440 Harold Street at Mulberry * Houston » TX = 77006

713-526-1017 http://www.beringumc.org

HIV Support Groups
Tuesdays @ 11:00 AM
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM

An action program for nmwng beyond death, relationship
breakup, and other losses—Seven-week muup

Starts Mon&ag, July 8, 7-9PM

Offered again starting Mbn&v, Seﬁbember 30, 7-9 PM
Gay Shame Workshop :

Saturday, September 21, 2013

8:30 AM to 2: EK} PM

Church Prnfnnlollals Saxuai ltlunlity Group

A safe and confidential space
Jerry Goree, BSN Director
713.526.1017 X202 or
jerryg@beringumc.org

To register or for more
information contact:

"2’5’.36;“.& mes
Admission:
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FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 8:00PM
All tickets $20 at www.creativelife.org

CAROLE LAMONT, Director; LORI SHOWNES, Musical Director,
and featuring local stars from Houston area stages!

%

Tt CREATIVE LIFE SPIRITUAL CENTER
i 'ﬂ & sz Spring-Stuebner Road, Spring, Texas 77389-4574
A 4% mi. west of [-45, % mi. east of Gosaling Rd.

5’ <D www.creativelife.org - info@creativelife.org

In the production of this even!,
Creative Life is proud lo showcase and

suppor the work of Equality Texas. EQUlLJT';'IT.I_-‘_XAHS

* 3 Year
Warranty

* Made in
the USA
from Swiss

Daddy Issues

Move over pageant moms, pageant dads coming through

by Donalevan Maines
Photos by Erin Beckwith

n Father's Day (Sunday,

June 16), five-month-old

Magen Sophia Luiz-Kabani

will attend her [irst Miss
UISA pageant, wearing a “Future Miss
USA” sash. A fitting accessory, it seems,
since her fathers are a pair of aces in the
beauty industry.

Last year, for example, Magen So-
phia’s “papa,” Albert Luiz, styled Miss
Rhode Island, who won the pageant on
her way to becoming Miss Universe six

months later, Magen Sophia's future “dad-

dy,” Amin Kabani, assisted makeup artist
Yuko Takahashi in the Fadil Berisha
photo shoot of Miss USA contestants.
The fathers live in Houston and own
An Albert Luiz Salon & Spa as well as
Wardrobe: The Boutique, both in Sugar
Land’s Town Center.
Magen Sophia has already attended
a Miss Houston-USA pageant and a Miss

4TS

Dallas-USA pageant. But what appears to be
a charmed young life was years in the making.
“It was a roller-coaster ride,” says Luiz.

* ¥k

The couple met twenty years ago on the
danee floor at a Montrose nightclub called

Pacific Street Station. That both men desired

a family with chil-
dren “solidified”
their attachment,
they say.

In December
2010, the couple
signed a surrogacy
contract wherehy

they would purchase, for $15,000, four eggs

from an Australian woman that would be
fertilized by Luiz as the sperm donor and
carried to term by a woman in India.
“We daydreamed that on our first
attempt we would get pregnant,” recalls
Luiz. But when it didn't happen in four

attempts, the couple spent another $15,000

for four more eggs,

“We thought maybe

it was a sign—Mother
Nature telling us we
should not have a child.”

Pageantry's royal
parents: Albert Luiz
() and Amin Kabani
~ spend some quality

o daughter, Magen
Sophia Luiz-Kabani.

“Amin and I would have argu-
ments,” says Luiz, “We were both
stressed. We thought maybe it was a
sign—Mother Nature telling us we
should not have a child. We looked at
adopting.”

Then, on the seventh attempt,
they learned they were pregnant with
twing, As it turns
out, however, it was
an ectopie, or tubal,
pregnancy, so it had to
be ended.

“Om the ninth
transfer, we decided
to change our odds
completely,” says Luiz, explaining
that they purchased eggs from South
Africa. “Sure enough, on the first —
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transfer of embryos, we got pregnant!”
says Luiz. *That was just the beginning.”

*

“First, we had lost twins,” says Luiz,
“and the first trimester is very iffy. We
were very nervous, Everything felt really
hectic

“We passed the twelve-week mark and
thought we were in the clear,” he adds.
*The doctor now said he would start test-
ing for any genetic disorders. We thought,
‘Oh, no!" and the first test showed a sign
of a possible genetic defect.

“*We would have to wait another few
weeks to get a definitive result. So we
were not sleeping. The wait was time
enough for us to think about it, and we
decided we would love our child regard
less, no matter what,” says Luiz

The second test resolved the issue,
basically assuring the couple that their
child would be born perfect.

“A big sigh of relief,” recalls Luiz.
“Now, to prepare for parenthood. We kept
vacillating between whether we would
rather have a boy or a girl. We knew that
with a girl, we would have a broke house
hold because we would buy her all these

clothes, &ll these shoes.”

2416 Postolfice SL Histori

www.3rdCoastDowntown.com = 409-765-6911
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Beach
Weekend
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Birthday Show!
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Wonder Baby: Magen Sophia Luiz-Kabani's is named after Magen Ellis Cherry, who was
Miss Texas-USA 2006 who valiantly survived ulcerative colitis. Magen Sophia basically
symbolizes two cultures cohabitating peacefully.

When their baby was born on January 14,

the easiest part may have been naming her.

They chose “Magen” and its spelling afi

B

Magen Ellis Cherry, who was Miss Texas-
USA 2006 who valiantly survived ulcerative

colitis, an inflammatory bowel disease,
a spokesperson for the Crohn's

and became

)
J."i*"'?"‘

KARAOKE
Every Wednesday,
Thursday, and Sunday
Night!

DRAG SHOWS
Every Friday & Saturday
hosted by TARA DION!

)3 |s ers

and Colitis Foundation of America and
president of the leadership council for its
chapter in southeast Texas.,
“She has proven to have the qualities
of a perfect Texas lady,” says Luiz.
Kabani liked the name “Sophia” when
he heard it on television. Luiz recalled

Let Us Stant Gpou

T Prrenthood!

7-976-9483

pm—?Pm

HOUSTON June2d"!

Y PRIDE FESTIVAL!

Confidential &
Complimentary
Consultation for =
OviSmaort Readers.

Lown @(m-‘a ith

that Hagia Sophia was a chureh in
Turkey that became a mosqgue. He calls
it a symbol of two cultures cohabitating
peacefully. The name, he says, serves
as a tribute to Kabani's family, who are
strict Muslims

% %
I'he 63rd Miss UUSA Pageant will be

televised live from Las Vegas at 8 p.m.,
Sunday, June 16, on NBC. Whether

Megan Sophia Luiz-Kabani will compete
3A 15 up to her,

to become a future Miss US
say her fathers.

“We do have pageant friends who
are fans, and their daughters have
chosen not to participate in the
competition.” says Luiz. “We would
rather that she first concentrate on
physical fitness and athletics. We want

L0 expose her to musiec and FT[1_1:1[1§.'_.
volleyball and soeccer.”

Besides, she might simply be the
sister of a future Miss USA or Super
Bowl quarterback, as Luiz and Kabani
hope to build a big family

“We would like to have five or six

children,” says Luiz.
Donalevan Maines also writes about
Kristopher Sharp, the Tony Awc ;
and The (Glass Menagerie in this rssue
of OutSmart magazine.

Davip Lorms
INSURANCE AGENT

FARMERS

Home * Auto
Life * Flood
Commercial » Health

Hablamos Espanal
Former Claims Adfuster

Voted Best Male Insurance Agent

OutSmurt Readers” Chokce Awards, 2009 - 2001

Now offering life insurance
to those living with Cancer or HIV

Voted One of the
- Best Insurance Agents

Outsmart Readers' Cholee Awards, 2012

713-688-8669

DavidL2490@aol.com
www.farmersagent.com/dlorms
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Clean You Can Trust!

Call Your Eco-friendly Carpet Cleaning Experts

- forynur Pets & Family

. lnsured & Bonded

Richard Gaubert |~

o

L hials
3 ROOMS

$99 00

Includes Soil Lifter &
Pre-Spot Treatment
= MAX 2008l por room »

rpets =

Airs extra

SERVING ALL OF GREATER HOUSTON

281-962-4000

www.CarpetTouch.com

R M

805 Hyde Park Blvd.
713.360.6281

Houston, TX

www.glenwoodweberdesign.com |

77006

ROBERT LEE BISHOP, QLS
GENERAL DENTISTRY

RLBISHOPDDS@GMAIL.COM

5959 WEsT Loor SoutH #620
BELLAIRE, TX 7740

PHONE 7 1 3-623-23 1| |
Fax 71 3-667-11 11
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1824 Avenue

Just a couple of blocks from the beach,

this beautifully renovated home has three bedrooms,
two bathrooms and a partial bath. An historic home
in the San Jacinto neighborhood, it combines the
best of old and new. There‘s ample storage space
with build-ins and generous closets throughout. It's
an energy efficient home with solar blinds, fans and
a radiant barrier in the attic. Transoms, stained
glass windows and French doors provide elegance
and create a real feeling of home.

A steal at $219,000 for 1906 sf,

For more on this home or to sce what else Galveston
has to offer visit:

RELAXINVEST

‘Realtor™ CNE, Green, Eco Brnker“-‘
yany | (713) 857-2309

“lll al
™

@ Apple iTunes
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CATHEDRALYy

HOPE

A }:lma to Ivelmg

No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s journey,
you're welcome here!

SUNDAYS ar 11:00 a.m.

4606 Mangum Road ¥ Houston, TX 77092
713.956.0400
www.CoHHouston.org

Find us on

Facebook

[ast wishes

In Home Pet Hospice & Euthanasia

- &
ol
Say Goodbye in the
comfort of Home...

* |n-home consultation

* Hospice Care

* Euthanasia

* Clay Paw Memarial Keepsake

» Grief Support 1302 Wi
Houston, '

Daytime After-Hours & gl et
Haliday Appointments Available e

dreornelius@petslastwishes.com

Find us on facebook

Rising and Shining

An interview with Kristen Ellis-Henderson of Antigone Rising

by Gregg Shapiro
Photo by Katie Ambrose

risten Ellis-Henderson has

been busy the past couple of

years. She and her Antigone

Rising bandmates released
the studio dise 23 Red in 2011. That same
year, Kristen and her wife, Sarah Kate,
co-wrote a book, published by Simon &
Schuster, about their pregnancies and
the birth of their children. The couple
also became outspoken marriage equality
activists. Most recently, they appeared in
a lip-lock on the cover of Time magazine
for a story titled "Gay Marriage Already
Won.” Ellis-Henderson did all of that, in
addition to being the mother of a pair of
four-year-olds. Fortunately, she was able
to find some time in her busy schedule to
talk with me about music, motherhood,
and recent events

Gregg Shapiro: Kristen, in early April
2013, you could be seen kissing your
wife, Sarah, on the cover of Time maga-
zine. How did that come about?

Kristen Ellis-Henderson: Sarah and I
wrote a book that came out in 2011 called
Times Two, the story of how we got preg-
nant on the exact same day and gave
birth to our son and daughter, Thomas
and Kate. We got a lot of press when that
book came out. We were getting a lot of
phone calls from media outlets when New
York State was voting again [as it had

in 2009] on marriage equality in 2011.
We ended up being vocal advocates for
marriage equality in 2011, for obvious
reasons, and when it passed we ended

up getting married, and the Huffington
Post followed us. There was a lot of press
surrounding our wedding. When the Su-
preme Court was going to hold the hear-
ings for DOMA and Prop 8, Ttmé maga-

zine was doing this cover story. Somebody at
the magazine knew of us and contacted us

to see if we'd be interested in coming in to
talk about the issues, We didn't realize it was
actually going to be a cover story. We slowly
learned there were going to be photos and it
was going to be for the cover. That's basically

how it went down

How has the response to the Time maga-
zine cover been for you?

| have to say I'm totally surprised. It has
been a non-issue, practically. We were sort
of bracing. In 2009, the first time we talked
to the press, there seemed to be a lot more
negativity. A lot more people were coming at
us with different types of questions, let’s just
say. This time around, everyone we talked to
was like, We're so happy, it's amazing what's
happening, the tides have shifted. Thizs time
around, we spoke to Geraldo Rivera, who is
pro-equality. Getting ready for some of these

Timely: “We didn't
realize it was actually
going to be a cover
story,” says Kristen
Ellis-Henderson (l)
with her wife, Sarah.
Inser: the couple on the
cover of Time.

interviews, [ was expecting to speak to a
right-wing-type interviewer, and they're
all in favor—even Bill O'Reilly. It's been
kind of an event that's a nonevent, I'm
really happy about that.

Long before you kissed your wife,
Sarah, on the cover of Time, you were
probably best known for being in the
band Antigone Rising. Did you always
know that you wanted to make music?
Yes, definitely. My sister [Cathy] and |
formed our first band when I was three. We
were always grabbing kids in the neighbor-
hood and creating bands. That was some-
thing that Cathy and I did, and she's still
in the band with me to this day. —
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LIVE BOLDLY.

LIVE IN LUXURY

MOUNT VERNON

4408 MOUNT VERNON - $645K ‘ 4410 MOUNT VERNON - $S629K
2475 sqft | 3 bedroom | 3.5 bath 2525 sqft | 3 bedroom | 3.5 bath

Mount Vernon is designed by award winning architect James Evans AlA,
Collaborative Designworks. Mount Vernon is a contemporary GREEN home, LEED
& Energy Star Certified. This 2400+ square foot home is just minutes from downtown
and will not be on the market long.

Our team of architects, interior designers and construction managers ensure that
our homes are built with the best materials and conform to the highest industry
standards making Mount Vernon stand out from the rest,

DECARDI| DEVELOPMENT
GROUP LLC.
713.742.3883
info@decardi.net

JON ALKSNE

REALTY ASSOCIATES
713.907.7276
jon@jonalksne.com

www.DECARDI.»

ClydeWﬂllams

& ASSOCIATES

Board Certified By State Bar Of Texas

Voted One of the Best Attorneys - 2011 & 2012 OutSmart Readers' Chioice

713.236.0064 » chwlaw@earthlink.net
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I'm so glad you mentioned your sister,
Cathy. What's it like being in a band
with your sister?

I've never not been in a band with my
sister. It's one of those things where you
blur the lines of codependency. I don't
know how to be in a band without her. We
started doing it together, and we always
have. I was just talking ahout this with
someone the other day. We were sayving
that brothers in bands tend to be kind
of a mess. Look at Oasis or the Black
Crowes. But sisters in bands [are differ-
ent]—look at the Bangles or Heart. We
love being in a band together.

What's the secret to Antigone Rising's

staying power?

I think we just do what we do. Somebody
gave me this advice a while ago. Julie
Gaold, the Grammy Award-winning song-
Writer...

She wrote “From a Distance.”

That's right. Julie iz a mentor. Back in
the nineties she was mentoring our band
She said to us, “Never change what you're
doing, Always do what you do, because
you want to be authentic and real. Be
yourselves. The music industry is such
that it will rotate around and you'll keep
coming around again, Don't worry about
chasing whatever is the in thing.” That's
exactly what we've always done. Some-
times we may not be what the hip thing is
in the music business, but as long as you
keep doing what you do, eventually the
music industry comes back around and
catches up with you again, We've never

tried to be anything we are not.

Would it be fair to say that the most
consistent thing about Antigone Rising
has been the country influence?
Definitely.

With that in mind, we all saw how
country singer/songwriter Chely
Wright was treated after she came out,
how her record sales suffered. What is
it like, from your perspective, for Anti-
gone Rising being queer in the country
music genre?

The biggest difference between us and
Chely is that Chely was unquestionably

a Nashville-marketed country artist. We
were more pop/rock with a Southern/
country feel. Our record label, the way we
were marketed, would treat country as
our secondary market.

We did spend a lot of time in Nash-
ville. It's an ineredibly different atmo-
sphere in Nashville as far as acceptance
and equality goes. I think it’s gotten a lot

better, but I ean tell you, without naming
names, when we were down in Nashville,
certain people didn’t want to go out to
dinner with ug, in public, because it
might draw into question their sexuality.
That's what goes on in Nashville.

[ think what Chely did is huge. That
is not an easy town to come out in. We
had a foundation; we had already been
playing all over the country. To be quite
honest, it's our gay following. We would
pull into markets all the way across the
country, so far away from home—there
was no money being spent to promote, we
didn’t have a record label—and the room
we are playing in, say in Colorado, would
have seventy-five to eighty people there.
There'd be all these leshians who heard
about us from their friends from all over
the country. You can't really put a price
tag on that kind of stuff. We always had a
very strong gay following. So for us, com-
ing out wasn't that hard

Antigone Rising has undergone some
personnel changes since the release of
From the Ground Up. What makes this
particular lineup work so well?

Right now, the lineup is my sister and me
and Dena [Tauriello], our drummer who's
been with the band forever, and Nini
Camps is the lead singer. She’s an old
friend of mine. We've been friends for like
twenty years. She's a songwriter, and she
and I started writing songs together be-
fore this lineup change happened. So a lot
of the songs that I was already bringing
in to the band were co-writes with Nini,
It was a very natural progression.

About five years ago, Nini's life and
mine started tracking the same. She and
her partner Brooke were getting ready
to start a family, [and] they were getting
ready to move out of the eity. Our lives
started making a lot of sense, the way
our schedules were. We live in the same
town now. She lives here in Seacliff with
her wife. She's got a three-year-old son
named Marco who's best friends with my
kids who are four years old. [t just works
that easily—it's like a natural fit

Nini's got a studio in her house where
we work. We're a little bit older and we're
a little more set in how we want to do
things. We're not so much into the drama
or controversy, We just want to play mu-
gic and have a good time. It's like a family
for real now. Not that it wasn't before, but
there was a lot more at stake back in the
days of From the Ground Up, with Star-
bucks and all these players involved.

The latest Antigone Rising single, “That
Was the Whiskey,” was co-written

with singer/songwriter Lori McKenna.
Can you please say something about
the role that collaboration plays in —

Thanks
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Antigone Rising’s songwriting
process?
I find as a rule that when you

collaborate, you're able to go
places you wouldn't even think
of yoursell. Nini and I do most of
the collaborating, We've written a
few songs with Lori. She has such
a great melodic sense, *“That Was
the Whiskey" was written based
on a night that we had spent to-
gether with Lori.

We did the 30A Songwriters
Festival in Florida with Lori
We were headlining that night in a big
crowded, dirty drinking bar. It was the
final show of that day’s festival, so ey
eryone from the festival was there. And
it was Nini's birthday. Lori was at the
show. | guess Jigermeister was one of the
gponsors of the festival, and these Jiger
meister girls, in their trucker hats, were
coming up to the stage and handing us
shots. The erowd was up on each other's
shoulders. It was a raunchy show. Lori,
who 15 a singer-songwriter who '.|‘~|.'.C3.l|i_\'
gits on the stage with her guitar, was so
blown away after the show. She thought
it was amazing to watch, all these bodies

surfing around and all these shots go-

Melodious: Ellis-Henderson (I) with her bandmates (I-r)
Nini Camps, sister Cathy Henderson, and Dena Tauriello.

ing on, She was really inspired by the show

{aughs|, which was kind of a drunken-mess
show. But it was fun.

So we sat down to write with Lori. That
song was inspired by that show that night
[t was an easy thing. It was based on a night

that we had all spent together.

will “That Was the Whiskey™ be included
on the next Antigone Rising disc, and if so,
when will that be coming out?

What w

five-song EP. We're tryving to navigate our

e're going to do, I think, is release a
way through the industry right now [to see]
where the music business is at. It seems that

there’s no point in doing a ten-song CD when

people are just downloading the
songs they like, for the most part.
We are in the process of finishing
the five-song, and we'll press it
onto a dise if people want a hard
copy, or it ean be downloaded as a
five-song package. We're hoping
that by sometime in June we'll
have it ready, and *Whiskey" will

definitely be a part of that.

Speaking of June, Antigone Ris-
ing has been booked to play
Pridefests during the 2013 sea-
son. Have you been part of the
Pridefest circuit before?

Yes, we've done a bunch of different
Prides all over the country. We're do

ing Northampton Pride, and we've done
New York City Pride and Atlanta Pride a

couple of times,

What's the best thing about playing a
Pridefest?

It's hard to even put into words. It's so
intense, it's so powerful. There's some-
thing about playing to a group of gay and
leshian audience members who are all
there for the same reason. It's great. |
love to do that

Gregg Shapiro also writes the GrooveOut

colwmn in this issue of OutSmart.
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The Defense of Marnage Act

A law from the Dark Ages

by Megan Smith

ith overwhelming approval
from both houses, the leg
islation on President Bill
Clinton’s desk the morning
of September 21, 1996, was signed and, in
the blink of an eye, became the law of the
land. Relief set in throughout the Clinton
Defense of
1e in the

administration—this new
Marriage Act would not be

fall presidential election.

arn 1881

as DOMA. set
the federal government of

The act, better known
in stone that
ficially defined marriage as the umon
between one man and one woman. Section
3 of the law makes clear that no same-sex
unions will be recognized for the purpose
of federal laws, programs, or benefits—a
total of 1,138 rights stripped away from
gay and lesbian couples as of 2004, “1
have long opposed governmental recogni-
tion of same-gender marriages, and this
legislation is eonsistent with that posi-
tion,” Clinton said upon signing, “The Act
comfirms the right of each state to deter-
mine its own poliey with respect to same-
gender marriage
and clarifies for
purposes of federal
law the operative
meaning of the
terms ‘marriage’
and ‘spouse.’”

“I also want
to make clear to
all that the enactment of this legislation
should not, despite the fierce and at times
divisive rhetorie surrounding it, be under-
stood to provide an excuse for discrimina-
tion, violence, or intimidation against any

2k

]Jl"l'.“'.Tl'] on th'
bhasis of sexual
orientation,”
he later noted
“Discrimina-
tion, violence,
and intimida-
tion for that
as well as others, violate the prin-
ciple of equal protection under the law and

reason,

have no place in American society.”
Although his words were laced with
sincerity, little did President Clinton know

that he was signing into law a piece of
legislation comparable to that of sixteenth-
century England.

Nearly five hundred years before DOMA,

a quick swish of a quill pen marked another
historical injustice. Just like that, King

Henry VIII of England enacted the country's

first civil law against homosexuality—the
Buggery Act of 1533,

King Henry VIII of England
enacted the country’s first civil
law against homosexuality—
the Buggery Act of 1533.

Love at any age: after being
forced to pay over $363,000
in federal taxes on the inheri-
tance of her wife, Thea Spyer's
(r) estate, Edith Windsor (l) is
taking DOMA to the U.S. Su-
preme Court in hopes of bring-
ing America’s definition of

£ marriage out of the Dark Ages.
The act outlawed “buggery,” or any
against God," and
later elarified as sod-
“And that the

offenders being herof conviet by verdict

“unnatural sexual act
made the offense,
omy, punishable by death.

eonfession or outlawry
shall suffer such pains

of death and losses and
penalties of their good
chattels debts lands tene-
ments and hereditaments
as felons do according to
the Common Laws of this
Realme,”

The real rub didn’t lie with the pun-

the law read.

ishment by death clause, but rather —
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TM Defense uf Marﬁage Act stating that the act was “intended by couple traveled to Toronto to finally have

Congress to reflect and honor a collective the wedding they spent half a lifetime

I OreTo,

moral judgment and to express moral dreaming about. The two were joined in
@ . with the second half of the proclamation disapproval of homosexuality.” union by Canada’s first openly gay judge, e
; 0 B According to the law, instead of having More than a decade after its passage, Justice Harvey Brownstone, on May 22, \ ‘ / e A']“e
U L F i . sa ' " AP Ty . . s . 2 . [ ;
A,’{_ BIVI'IL{'/{ &5 /—4;1!(‘__1-&_;%_”“ tl_!&-n' estate passed down to t.'1|-1.|' next of an unlikely eighty-three-vear-old I-nrulp.-r 2007. ] ].1=' fact is, marriage is |I|'.L.'~ magic
¥~ 4 E kin, the government would confiscate con top IBM programmer and openly leshian thing,” Windsor says. “I mean, forget all —
- Fd 3 - - o i s oo, - . ™ - . y S ’ ]
Lo (— Eveet ;J""”‘f“fr victed sodomites’ possessions. woman is standing up to the Supreme the financial stuff—marriage symbolizes (_/ () l-}'l ]'1'-] ] tte(i
7! Although never explicitly stated, it is Court of the United States and saying commitment and love like nothing else 3 : . ;
speculated that King Henry VIII never “No more,” in the world, And it's known all over the

2811 Eastman Street cared much about the crime of sodomy Divorcing her husband only a year world. I mean, wherever vou go, if you're [
Houston, TX 77009 at all, since Germanic codes up to that after their wedding, Edith “Edie" married, that means something to peaple,
= point ignored all sexual activities except Windsor moved to New York City to and 1t meant a difference in feeling the CUMPUTEH REPAIH
www jimbentonhouston.com adultery, Rather, the potential for acquiring as she says, “let myself be gay.” There, next day.” N ETWDHKIN E
713-302-2860 additional land seemed more of a delight in a Greenwich Village restaurant, is I'he warm, blissful feeling of marriage
to the king. He often used spies to gather where she met the love of her life, an was unfortunately short-lived for the VlRUS REMUVAL
Please Visit Us Online At information to convict clergy members, impressive psychologist named Thea couple—replaced by the cold reality of the suFrwAHE
Facebook.com/limBentonofHoustonlLC taking their monastery lands as a result. Spyer Defense of Marriage Act. Spyer passed
Dirty motives in politics didn’t die with In 1967, during a drive in the away in 2009, at a time when the couple's HARDWAHE
the end of the sixteenth century, pro-LGB countryside, Spyer proposed to Windsor home state of New York recognized
sl WEB HOSTING

,‘ - » rights activists ='|'f-'“"':i after DOMA was vith a diamond-encrusted circular SAME-5eX marringe ver, because of
- i 2 § ! AN A
% .\_ o ’ﬁ enacted. Senator Ted Kennedy, although brooch, so as to not spark gquestions from DOMA, their union was not recognized IT EDNS“[TING

he was a Democrat like Clinton, called the nosy eoworkers and neighbors. Although by the federal government. What resulted BACKUPS

Jo You...

. "'.h

act “a mean-spirited form of legislative gay- Windsor said yes right away, the couple boiled down to that same centuries-old

bashing designed to inflame the public four waited forty long yvears for the chance problem of estate inheritance rights. SEHUEH SUPPURT : !
months before the November election to be legally wed—an opportunity that Since, in the eyes of the law, Windszor , il : .
The true intention of DOMA might almost never came about. was little more than a stranger to Spyer, MIEBUSUFT EEHT]FICAT'DN - t" L
e / b g
- j

have been hidden beneath Clinton's In 2007, Spyer’s multiple sclerosis, she was ineligible to inherit unlimited S - - I -

cushy and comforting words about ending a disease she had been diagnosed with tax-free property that all U.S. ecitizens Jj ;””HJT” IE“‘#":";‘:'L \1" ™ =0 l I "
diserimination, but the House Judiciary vears before, grew ever more severe. Not can transfer to a spouse during life or A 'J J I'-"I;." e i % : . T -
Committee made things quite clear by wanting to wait around any longer, the 73 N, P o l l
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A MENTOR PROGRAM FOR INDIVIDUALS AFFECTED BY HIV

Razor Sharp

Kristopher Sharp takes down
bigotry on his way to the top

by Donalevan Maines

here's never a dull moment for
Kristopher Sharp
He

body vice president at the Uni-

wins elections (student

versity of Hougton-Downtown) and honors

(the Human Rights Campaign's “Young

Leader for Equality” award in April). He
battles bigotry (including UH-D vandals
who circulated a medical record identify-
ing his HIV status as positive, in March)

and The System (ongoing lobbying of

elected officials for equality legislation
and foster care reform),

Sharp has overcome a world of pain
during his twenty-three years, Just read-
ing about his bumpy ride, including ten
years in almost thirty foster care homes
and facilities, you might feel like you
need a drink. So at least grab a glass to
toast the young man's true grit, the long
distance he's come, and the places he's
headed for

r'i:~rUE1]||'1' .:-'\h.'u']; was born on Decem-
I{her 11, 1989, in Dumas, the middle
child of three kids with different dads.
“My mother was bad on drugs. She was
abusive,” says
Sharp. “My
father suffers
from schizo-
phrenia and
bipolar disorder.

picked on as a

child because 1 was the poor kid in the
trailer park,” he says. “l wore the most
horrible elothes and 1 begged teachers
gsometimes for food. I was a troublesome
child, and I would get in trouble at school
and they would send me home with deten-

“l stayed in twenty-seven
different placements. | was
literally moved at least every
“I was six months to a year.”

tion slips for my mother to sign. She would
beat the shit out of me, and 1 would tell them,
‘I do not want to go home.™

When Sharp was eight, he says, he
dropped a glass that broke, and his mother, in
a drug-fueled rage, picked it up and threw it
at him. He went to school bleeding.

“T was worried that I was going to die.” he
says, but he was
terrified to tell his
teacher what hap-
pened. “I was so
scared it wouldn't
be enough, that
they would tell
my mom and she
would beat the shit out of me for telling.”

On that day, however, school officials de-
cided that enough was enough, and Children’s
Protective Services finally took action. “First,
you go to an emergency shelter, a homeless
shelter for kids,” he explaing. “I had to go to
Amarille, in a completely different town, and
you're packed in there with thirty kids. It was
traumatic.”

Fostering care:
Kristopher Sharp is
the student body
vice president

& of University

) of Houston-

. Downtown.

Sharp stayed there for three months
before getting placed in a couple’s home.
“I was their first foster child, and it
didn’t work out. I don't know what hap-
pened, but | don't think I dealt with it
very well. I still cared about my mom.

“From that family, [ was sent to an
older lady,” he continues. “I f--ked up
that placement, too. Unfortunately, once
you blow your first two placements, and
you're disruptive, they institutionalize
you, The State is not a good parent.”

Between ages eight and eighteen,
says Sharp, “I staved in twenty-seven
different placements. I was literally
moved at least every six months to a
vear. You're never really grounded. I
didn’t have any friends, Being in the
system, living in group homes, sur-
rounded by boys whe are maturing —
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at that age, I got molested several times.
My story isn't unique.”

Sharp's placements included a psy-
chiatric hospital and a residential treat-
ment center where, he says, doctors felt
required to put a label on him.

“It's very easy to diagnose a kid, so

the selution becomes, ‘Take a pill,” he

explains. “I was diagnosed so0 many ways,

yuldn't keep up with all of them. I was

g given five or six medications a day,”

When Sharp

» group home kicked

“aged out™ at eighteen,

he says, “the me out
onto the streets. They get paid per per-
son, and typically the state quits paying,
30 you're out.”

Although homeless, Sharp held down

a job at a tanning salon, which is where
he met his partner, Sean, six years ago
this month. Sharp moved in with him
During his firet year out of the fos
ter care system, Sharp continued to see
a psychiatrist, until one day when the
doctor advised Hl..lr'p to stop taking the
last of his medications. "That was the

game-changer,” says Sharp. “From that

day forward, I got into school and became

active in the community.”
Sharp is entering his senior year of
college, majoring in social work, “Jesus

was a social worker,” he says. “Our pur

pose is to help people.”

n March, as he and fellow senior

]Fleil \-fl.Jljt‘?, _:Jl'i-l’lilr'l-c| Lo "'I'l‘l’\ '.'ilt'
offices of student body vice president
and president, respectively, copies of
a flier were posted on campus with a
photograph of Sharp, defaced by an
“X," and the words “Want AIDS? Don'r
SurprorT THE Isaac anp Kris HomosexuaL
AgenDA.” On the other side of the flier
was a medical record identifying Sharp's
HIV status as positive.

The flier was followed by threatening
graffiti, including “Isaac + Kris = AIDS”
written on bathroom stalls, sayvs Sharp,
who told OutSmart he was “devastated”
when UH-D's dean of students, Tommy
Thomason, ealled him to his office on
March 19 and showed him the flier. “I
knew that my sexuality eould be under
attack, because that is an easy target,”
says Sharp, but he was shocked that his
HIV status would be exposed. "Now, ev-
erybody knows.”

However, rather than succumb to the
bigoted attacks, he says, *I dug my feet
in and deeided to use the incident as an
opportunity to educate my peers on the

prevalence of HIV and AIDS-related stig-
ma, and we went on to win the elections.”

In May, Sharp announced that
UUH-D had officially recommended that

resources from the upcoming fiscal
vear be allocated for the creation and
maintenance of a “Center for Diversity.
Equity, and Inclusion.”

“Once the budget is approved by
the UH System regents, everything
will be official,” Sharp explains. “I'm
very excited to see this happen at UH-
Downtown, and 1 look forward to working
with the administration to see the center
flourish.’

Sharp also traveled to Was
DC to meet with members

hington

of the Congres-
sional Caucus on Foster Care and diseuss
in the foster
“Change comes from the top,” says

reforms care system.
Sharp, explaining his plan to seek elec-
tive office in the “very near” future
“While I may not have
ing race
IEl .

over the summer,

any upcom

y plan on |x-'=1i1 1 several

th their campaigns
S Fu.ul1_.|||_..
I plan to help Jennifer Rene Pool succeed

|1r' says

n her race for I" mston City Council At-
Large Position

Sharp also .|I:|1a.-: to lead his school’s
Safe Zone group in this month's Pride

Parade, “Evervone at UH-D and UH-D

lumni are welcome to join us,” he says

md The
e gf UutSmart
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Still So Cool

Cyndi Lauper does it all

by Blase DiStefano
Photo by Miranda Penn Turin

yndi Lauper is insane, Well,
not exactly. Her achedule,
however, is insane. The fifty-
nine-year-old entertainer
recently wrote a best-selling autobiog-
raphy (Cyndi Lauper: A Memoir); she
recently starred in her own TV show
Cyndi Lauper: Still So Unusual); she
recently composed musie for a Tony-nom
inated Broadway play (Kinky Boots); she
1s preparing for her thirtieth-anniversary
tour (she will have turned sixty years old
the week before she performs in Houston);
she oversees the True Colors Fund, None
to Forty Project, and the Give a Damn
Campaign; and she plays wife and mom
on a daily basis. One more thing: she took
time out of that heetic schedule to answer
a few of OutSmart's questions via e-mail,

Blase DiStefano: | interviewed you in
1997 when you were very pregnant
with Declyn. You said then that he and
you “worked on the Tina Turner concert
[in Houston]. He did [the "Ballad of Cleo
and Joe'] shoot with me. He went to
the Halloween
ball with me—
we went as a
belly dancer. We
raised money for
AMFAR. ..." Did
Declyn turn out
to be as cool as
his mom?
Cyndi Lauper: “
r
Way eooler! happeml‘lg.
You also said, "This baby will probably
teach us all a lot of things.” What has
he taught you?
[ am learning something new from him
every day. He's my greatest gift.

“When you see your
family and friends’ civil
rights being stripped
away, you speak up
and do whatever you
can to keep that from

""-.-ﬂ"

Singing out: Cyndi Lauper visits Houston at the
end of June during her "She’s So Unusual” tour.

In that same interview, you said your
sister, who is openly gay, was an acupunc-
turist and herbalist. Does she stick lots of
needles in you?

.LOL.

When we were kids, I

Yes, she does .

followed her around ev-
erywhere she went. [ just
thought she was the cool
eat, smartest, funniest,
and strongest person (1
still do today). I followed
her around like her own
shadow. She couldn’t
shake me, My mom said
we were made to be best friends, and [ took
that literally. She is still my best friend.

You'll be touring throughout June, with
three concerts in Texas. Houston's concert
is June 28, which is during our Gay Pride

Week. What can we expect, besides a
great concert?

[ am doing the She's So Unusual album
from beginning to end. Kind of a celebra-
tion for me, as this year is the thirtieth
anniversary year of the album. Simon &
Schuster published my autobiography this
vear, so it was a year that I spent a lot of
time looking back and appreciating what
an amazing ride my life has been, I have
a musical on Broadway called Kinky Boots
that the audiences love and was nominat-
ed for thirteen Tonys, so this summer I'm
getting my dance shoes on and celebrating
with my fans that have been with me for
all thirty vears through all my different
twists and turns, —
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Stil] 50 Cl:ll}] A e amn Can n. When that was a : about, that is change for the better in

You've been a gay rights advocate
for what seems like forever. Do you e Tt ipple effect -

5 we heir own. [t ipple effect. - e
remember when you first knew what TR ATy el S ) i Th(l(}tr(l U"('(‘f E = ST LUKE'S Fpiscopol Health Syste

, ’ o Ll = -
gay s y Thirteen Tony noms for Kinky Boots! ; “’Il'smﬂ e 15

What are you wearlng to the Turlys"
‘ontanella
that

then t

0 Lf ||-| us to

at hand, and that is helping these kids, help-  Are you in love with Billy Porter? | as-
1l OVErcome ion tl sume you're in love with the entire cast

The True Colors Fund does amazing ip Lhe . and crew.
ind successful adults It's the perfect ¢ Billy

work, and now there’s the Forty to i
None Project. Including your involve-

ment with your charity projects, where
do you find the time to do all the things

can to it from happer

Brittney Griner with the WNBA came out, s
and Jason Collins with the NBA came wouldn’
out. Do you think huge changes in sports

(and marriage equality) are finally taking if there is anything else you want to "
place? tell OutSmart’s readers, now is the g Q U E E h O
..\:I--I"|L||I|". Th 3 L 3 1 FOT ] time!

1€ to the Houston show

a fab time with me. I can’t wait

all out there,

What: C Lauper: She's So Unusual Tour

o ' SEPT. 29 - OCT. 12
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Cyndl Lauper brings true colors
to Broadway with ‘Kinky Boots’

by Lawrence Ferber
Photo by Matthew Murphy

yndi Lauper isn't sounding like herself these

days. Instead, she’s sounding like a sassy

black British drag queen, a young, vanilla

man tasked with keeping his family’s busi-
ness alive, his disgruntled fiancée, a homophobic blue-
collar worker, and quite a few others.

These are characters in Broadway's exuberant new
musical, Kinky Boots, for which Lauper made her first
foray as a stage musical composer. Enlisted by Kinky
Boots' librettist, Harvey Fierstein, Lauper immersed
herself in the show’s characters, writing so specifically
for their individual voices that the songs were initially
devoid of Lauper’s own distinetive sound.

“We had to almost say, ‘You're Cyndi Lauper—give
us a f--king Cyndi Lauper song!" Fierstein laughs.
“Because she has this real love for musicals, she just
abandoned what most other [theater] composers are too
precious about—they want it to sound like them more
than the characters. “What sound would this character
have?' is the question she asked, and we got an ecleetic
score with lots of different sounds, and each character
really does have their own voice,”

The Grammy- and Emmy-winning Lauper’s own
thick Queens accent is evident as she speaks about
Kinky Boots and Fierstein, whom she credits as both
having inspired her prolific LGBT activism—she co-
founded the True Colors Fund, which runs programs
dedicated to eradicating LGBT youth homelessness—
as well as landing her the gig.

“I love Harvey dearly,” she says. “He calls me Chris-
tina—as in he's Mommie
Dearest.’ To actually work
with him now is a big

Whatever Lola wants: Billy Porter stars as Lola in Broadway’s Kinky
Boots, which is nominated for a Tony Award for Best Musical. Porter
is nominated for Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role in a
Musical, along with Stark Sands, a co-star.

port—Kinky Boots stars Stark Sands ant production indeed filled with
as Charlie Price, who inherits his witty banter, incredible dance
family’s near-bankrupt shee factory. numbers—some involving Lola’s
Reluctant to fill his father’s (ahem) clique of fellow drag queens, a
shoes, and in fact recently moved couple of whom are downright
to London with his fiancée Nicola, acrobatie—ingenious sets and
Charlie has an “a-ha!” moment staging, emotional moments
when he meets Lola, that bring tears to the eyes (or

Charlie Enlists LDIa as a brassy London drag at least a gulp and heavy sigh if

queen (the fabulous, you're stone-hearted), and Lau-

honor. He's really funny,a @ ShOE dES|gner, a“d da out Billy Porter) in per's superb songs, which sound

good guy and storyteller,
and he understands the

common bond between need of fierce, sturdy, like the work of a seasoned show-

sexy footwear, Charlie tune pro . . . and are as catchy as

stage. He's been doing it~ the two men hE]pS forge enlists Lola as a shoe her best pop tunes.

all his life. He invited me
into this, and I took it on

What COUId save not designer, and while The show's pre-Broadway

some closed-minded test-run in Chicago last fall was

the basis that I always D“Iv SOIES, but SOUIS. warkers initially balk captured in Lauper's recent WE

wanted to work with him.
He's great.”

Based on the 2005 film, which in turn was based on
the real-life story of a Northampton, England, shoemaker
who carved a niche by making sexy, funky women’s boots
in men's sizes—with a steel-reinforced heel for sup-

at this potential savior, network reality series, Still So

a common bond be- Unusual, which aired during
tween the two men helps forge what January/February. Also chroni-
could save not only soles, but souls, cled was her guest appearance —

Directed and choreographed by

Tony-winner Jerry Mitchell ( Hair-
spray, Legally Blonde), Kinky Boots
opened April 4, and it's an exuber-
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on The Voice (a “Money Changes

Evervthing” duet with a contes-
tant), the release of her self-titled
memoir, and domestic life with
actor husband David Thornton
and 15-yvear-old son Declyn
Parent-child relations are a
powerful theme in Kinky Boots
Lola’s professional boxer father,
unsurprisingly, takes issue with
his child's homosexuality and
penchant for female clothing
Lauper, whose sister is queer,
insists that sexuality and
gender identity would play
no issue in her love for Declyn

‘Let me tell va somethi

she says, "I just want my kid to
be healthy and happy. I don’t give
a hoot what he turns out to be.
You want them to be who they
are and help them as best they
can to succeed in the world of
who they are. You can never tell
a kid *you can do this or that.' [t's
my job to be there and help him.”
Providing a safe space for queer
yvouth abandoned by their parents
and hostile home situations has
been a priority for Lauper. She

* Least Invasive Permanent
Hair Transplant Procedure

* No Scalpel, No Sutures,
No Linear Scarring

* Minimal Downtime
* For Men and Women

Plastic Surgefy Centar

/

16605 5W Fwy., Ste. 175

* Large Areas in Single Session

Not so kinky: Cyndi Lauper sits on top of the world with
Harvey Fierstein (c) and Jerry Mitchell.

visited Washington DC last year
to accept an award for her efforts
to help end LGBT youth home-
legsness—which includes the
['rue Colors Residence in Harlem,
New York City's first permanent
housing development for young,
previously homeless LGBTs—and
to lobby Capitol Hill on the issue
and drum up support for Sen.
John Kerry's Reconnecting Youth
to Prevent Homelessness Act.
“Well, a lot has come of it,” she
says of the latter effort, which
included a meeting with Naney
Pelosi. “A lot ha
with people on Capitol Hill. It

been going on

made some noise and people are
actually able to do something

But I'm not gonna lie to you. [The
process] is an onion, and you peel
away each layer. It certainly was
a good poke in the eve to do that
and listen to what the hell they're
doing and who the hell's doing it
and who the hell 1sn't.”

One person Lauper doesn't
care to court support from 15 Don-
ald Trump. Lauper appeared on
Trump’s The Celebrity Apprentice
in 2010, making it to sixth place

and donating her winnings to —*
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continued from page 94

True Colors Fund and Stonewall Commu-
nity Foundation. Trump's openly stated
opposition to same-sex marriage and civil
union rights, and his virulently anti-
Obama behavior and tweets during the
election, leaves her “deeply disappointed.”
Trump had ealled Cher “a total loser”
after she tweeted: “I don't know if' I can
breathe the same air as [Romney] & his
Right Wing Racist Homophobiec Women
Hating Tea Bagger Masters.”

“1 felt that what he said about the gay
community was disappointing because

a lot of gay people work for him,” Lauper
.u.ltn:t:. ‘It's just sad. I thought he could
have done better for his country than just
go to the lowest common denominator
and stir up the crap. It's our country, it’s
not wrestling. If you try and make our
president fail, it doesn't matter who he
is, you make our eountry fail. And if you
really are a patriot, if you really give a
shit about our country, you don't do stuff
like that. First of all, you're an enter
tainer, and you make ugly buildings, and
you're famous for it. And you have a real-
ity show with very high ratings. Don't
step into the forum like that, Become
educated with all the facts. Don't just be
a shit-stirrer. Our country is in trouble
and he keeps wanting to make [Obamal
fail. Let’s call a spade a spade. The guy's
a black man, and that's your issue? What
kind of idiot are you? Come on.”

Of course, the Tony Award
nominations have brought even more
attention to Lauper's work on the show,
and fans have been elamoring for Kinky
Boots' official IRTSEL 91000 WAT LATT RiS AR
Broadway cast ‘
album. May 28
finally saw the
album’s release—
ves, iTunes has
it—yet one of its
songs, "Sex Isin
the Heel,” was
first released last summer and carved a
spot on Billboard’s dance chart (iTunes
stocks a 6-remix EP).

And ves, that's her own voice on the
original version of the track. “I'm trying
to get songs from the play to the people,”
she enthuses. “Seme of the stuff sung by
Billy and Stark might be really cool to get
out to the clubs, too.”

For more information, see kinkybootsthe
musical.com.

Freelance contributor Lawrence Ferber

is co-writer of the award-winning gay
rom-com BearCity. His novelization of
the film, BearCity: The Novel, will be
released by Bear Bones Books this month.
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The Tonys Get ‘Kinky’

It's just another gay ol’ time at the Tonys

roadway is
blessed with
cm-h an --|l‘.].|.'::-
rassment of

riches this season that an

abundance of outstand-
ing work was relegated
to the sidelines for the
Tony Awards, which will
be handed out on Sunday,
June 9

Voters agreed that "sex
15 in the heel,” nominating
the joyous Cyndi Lauper-
Harvey Fierstein musical
Kinky Boots for thirteen
awards (see interview with
Cyndi Lauper on page 89),
topping chief rival Matilda,
which they welcomed from
London with a dozen nods.
They hailed the revival of
Clifford Odets's Golden Bov with a TKO
of eight nominations and dealt a winning
hand to the late Nora Ephron’s Lucky Guy,
starring Best Actor in a Play frontrunner
Tom Hanks in his Broadway debut

But Bette Midler as Hollywood super-
agent Sue Mengers? Stiffed, Alan Cum-
ming performing MacBeth by himself?
Mowve along. Sigourney Weaver starring in
Best Play nominee Vanya and Sonia and
Masha and Spike? Pushed aside in favor
of cast-mate Kristine Nielsen. Same fate
for Alec Baldwin in Orphans and Vanessa
Williams in The Trip to Bountiful.

Jessgica Chastain, Katie Holmes, and
Scarlett Johanzson were snubbed, as were
Al Pacino, Jim Parsons, and Paul Rudd.
Jdekyll & Hyde got shut out, leaving stars
Constantine Maroulis and Deborah Cox
on the unemployment line just two weeks
later. However, two other shows we saw
en route to the Great White Way scored

by Donalevan Maines

Sittin’ on top of the world: openly gay entertainer Neil Patrick Harris, seen
here performing at last year's Tony Awards, hosts again for the third year in
a row. He also hosted the show in 2009.

It On (Best Musical)
and Ann (Holland Taylor for Best Leading

nominations |‘I'||'

Actressin a !’|.I_\"

Who else will vie for Broadway’s top hon-
A I

ors at the 67th annual gayest-and-greatest
awards fest? To begin with,
both favorites for Best Ac
tor in a Leading Role in a
Musieal look like contestants
on RuPauls Drag Race. In
Kinky Boots, Billy Porter
plays a sassy drag queen,
while Bertie Carvel cross

s as Miss Trunchbull,
the butch headmistress in
Mutilda. It's based on Roald

l] res

Dahl's 1988 children’s novel that Danny DeVi-
to Americanized as a 1996 movie with a small

role for Paul Reubens as FBI Agent Bob.

The fourth nominee for Best Musical is A

Christmas Story, based on the holiday film

classic from 1983. (Last year, the Library of

Congress picked the movie for preservation

in the National Film Registry.) Because of

Both favorites for
Best Actorin a
Leading Role in a
Musical look like
contestants in Ru-
Paul’s Drag Race.

the main character Ral-
||hi!-_-'. affection for a Red
Ryder BB gun, the other
nominees conecede the
NRA vote to A Christ
mas Story, which ran for
two months but plans to
return to Broadway as a
seasonal offering.

Other than Ephron,
practically everyone else
whao's nominated ig gay,
Even Ephron gets props
for penning Cher’s role
as a lesbian in Silkwood.
Legend has it that when
Ephron bowed out of an
the LGBT

L] - y , :
Community Center in

appearance at

Greenwich Village, she
was replaced—{fortu-
itously—by gay activist
Larry Kramer, whose speech gave birth

to ACT UP.

Kramer, who wrate The Normal Heart,
will receive the Isabelle Stevenson Award
at the Tony ceremony. The honor recog-
nizes a member of the
theater community for
volunteering on behalf
of humanitarian, so-
cial service, or chari-
table organizations
Past recipients include
Phyllis Newman,
leshian Eve Ensler,
gay icon Bernadette
Peters, and out actor
David Hyde Pierce, a popular Tony win-
ner for the musical Curfains and a nomi-
nee this year for the comedy Vanyva and
Sonta and Masha and Spike. —
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The Tonys Get ‘Kinky' I3

(I like that the news release put out by
the American Theatre Wing identifies

ALLEY THEATRE

Ex¢onMobil

SUMERNUHILTY

HELLO

my name is

architect/designer David Webster as

i
|l -t Ny Kramer's lover. They've been together
L ] ! . . "
J J ' a i , ! } since back in the day, and back in the day

there was no such term as “partner.”)

Lucky Guy competes for Best Play

7 ( li ’ r amid the work of three out authors: Chris-

topher Durang (Vanyva and Sonia and

-~ P Masha and Spike), Richard Greenberg
r l l ' ' I-.-‘} The Assembled Parties), and Colm Téibin
. The Testament of Mary, a monologue)
% Meanwhile, Greenberg’s adaptation lo'j

f Truman l'.'||||:I| 's Breakfast at Tif

fany'’s was snubbed, while Douglas Carter

e B P,
Ly ’ii...oJr

Beane was nominated for penning the 1|
bhook for Ko l,__ s arnd LITLITIET S n's Cin-
der but not |.'-\1 han Lane vehicle, :]
The Nance. L
Lane won a nomination for Best Actor 1 u.ppuc:inn + frappés * paninis
in a Play, along with Hanks, Hyde Pierce 3 five music « art = wi-fi
Angust: Osage County playwright Tracy
Letts as George in yet another rev
Edward Albee’'s Who's Af 0l Not the jﬁme OIa ¢K,~p!
Woolf?, and Tom Sturridge in !
Finalists for Best Actress in a Play i
include Mielsen, Taylor 'ml Cicely Tyson 713.654.8856 Mon -Thur 7a-10p
in The Trip to Boun Amy Morton as 1302 Dallas Fri & Sat 7a- 123
Martha in ye .||=.|-T|I. rre ».\.1| of Who's | Downtown Houston
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, and Laurie !
Metcall in The Other Pla
Tony voters also |I'L:|_2_|It.'.'."1 the reviv-
als of Fippin, The Mystery of Edwin Drood
and The Trip to Bountiful, which was

directed by Michael Wilson (who got his

UJ]D‘.
JHOLTON

JULY 5 miroucH AUGUST 4

start at the Alley Theatre) and designed
) > ‘ : ;. by former Houstonian Jeff Cowie
Interior Design Associate of Applied Science Degree PO RN e
Interior Decorating Certificate » Visual Design Communication MSA Moown, The Mol &1 Badet dn g
= o Hard Body, snaring a nomination for
Keith Carradine in out playwright Doug
Hughes's adaptation of the 1997 film
documentary about ten hard-luck Texans
wha brave days on end to win a brand-

uc [INTERIOR

WOUNTON COMMURSTY COLLEGE

new truck by being the last contestant to

ActOUT Pre-Show Mixer
Thursday, July 11
Starts at 6 p.m.

Enjoy complimentary appetizers, cocktails,
door prizes and music by DJ Mike Bell. This
event is FREE with purchase of a ticket fo the
July 11 performance of Agatha Christie’s
The Hollow. To purchase $26 tickets to this
performance use the Promo Code ActOUT.

keep his hand on the truck.
Houstoen's own version of the Tonys,
the 11th annual Tommy Tune Awards,

sponsored by Theatre Under the Stars

(TUTS) to honor excellence in high school
musical theater productions, was held
April 16. The two-hour telecast of the

s M th ceremony, featuring production numbers

from all eight nominees for Best Musical

© CLEAR BRACES©

and medleys by finalists for Best Actor
and Best Actress in a Leading Role, will

be shown noon-2 p.m. Sunday, June 9, on

’ o ABC Channel 13
We see children, teens, and adults!

* Professional Whitening * Comfortable What: The 67th Annual Tony Awards 7%
* Invisalign Sedation When: Sunday, June 9, 7 p.m. (CST) ] MIKE CHAN
Where: CES-TV, ACLURA  DIRECT | 713.596.2365

713.220.5700

- 701 Shepherd Ilrlvu_,r $te.102 @ Floyd St.
713.426.4044 » www.BristlesDental.com

Donalevan Maines also writes about Kris-
topher Sharp in this issue of OutSmart
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() CHICAGO TITLE

Debbie Diza
Noel Phillips
Tyler Ramsey
Linda Williams
Melissa Hull

Manica Balderas
Bob Collier
Mary Cantu
Deborah Mclean

Marc Archuleta
Jamie Dominguez
Chris Cazares

Terry Pasternak
Kristen Hale
Laura Locastro Ogburn

0): 713-418-7000
www.chicagotitleinnerloop.com
3700 Buffalo Speedway, Suite 400
Houston, Texas 77098
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Two new homes on the market
In Oaks of Inwood

Call Bob Beszborn to view these two new listings.

* Brick 4/2.5/3 with large pool and decks for entertaining.
Corner lot with huge oaks in front. $175,000

* Brick one story 3/2/2 on 13,000 s.f. lot with pool. Lots of
glass, great for entertaining. $225,000.

Minutes from Midtown Area. Large Custom Homes just off T.C. Jester.

Come walk your dog W

r BOULEVARD |
REALTY ‘

t‘,—._._._________ o]
281.650.2726 « yourblvd.com

Solving Life’s Problems
Is What We Do

Serving the unigue legal needs of the LGBT community of
the Greater Houston area with estate pi;jnninf_* and wealth
management strategies that protect your rights, your family,

your property and your dignity.

Pursley,
McNamara

& Flint ruc

281-969-5452

Forthendatty.com
Missouri City, TX

FREE Initial Consultation
We make House Calls!

Reconciliation

A man’s struggle to unite
Islam and homosexuality

by Sadiq Ali Sheraze
Photo by Dalton DeHart

"Il spare evervone the lengthy de-
tails of my coming-out story, but te
sum it up, being a gay man in my
1‘4“:]‘]'\ IS no L'.J]\':-\\'n“:. | 1IMagine

my story is similar to so many brave

men and women who paved the way be
fore me, the only difference being that 1
was born into a religious Muslim family
in the heart of the Lone Star State. There
have always been a number of challenges
I have had to face being raised Muslim;
however, the most difficult of them was
attempting to re concile the religion I was
g0 zealously raised in with that of my in-
nate sexuality. As global conditions bring
Muslims into the forefrant of political
headlines, and with all of the legislation
being adopted to recognize gay rights, 1'd
like to share what it means to be gay and
Muslim in the world we live in today.
Growing up in a city about twenty-five
miles north of Houston, where the only
Muslims | knew were my family and a
homosexual
community
WAS [ONexis-
tent, T didn't
have much to
relate to in
terms of fit
ting in. It was
complicated
trying to make
friends when
our religious customs were so different
from everyone else’s. Many of the women
in my family wore the traditional hijab
veil, and during certain religious holidays
we were obligated to wear eultural attire
that would always turn heads. We were

To be gay and Muslim: Sadiq Ali Sheraze says it
is “exhilarating to be a part of this moment in
history.” Inser: Sheraze with his partner, Andrew.

not allowed to date, even though all of our

classmates had girlfriends and boyfriends

(though this was always a great excuse for

me to avoid dating girls). Moreover, while

sexuality is a sin and marrving my part-
ner of six years would never be accepted.
You could move mountains more easily

than you could rationalize homosexuality

“You could move mountains
more easily than you could
rationalize homosexuality
to someone who believes so
fervently in the literal words
of Holy Scripture.”

most kids were celebrating Easter and to someone who believes so fervently in

Christmas, [ was busy defending my religion the hiteral words of Holy Scripture.
by explaining why we fast for one month out This dichotomy has always existed

1

of the year or between my religious upbringing and

why we pray five my unfolding life. Nonetheless, I found
times a day it necessary to reconcile Islam, despite
Interestingly, its interpretation on homosexuality, with
as | assimilated the truth of my own sexuality. In order to
truly know myself, I had to understand

both sides and find a way to reconcile the

into American
life, I found that
I also had to de- differences.
fend my Western [ronically, it was during my under-
customs to my graduate career at Baylor, a conservative
parents—such as Baptist university, that I developed a
why we had non-segregated school dances or deeper understanding of Islam. It was also
"'"l'-'.\ _-.In-i-:_:l:\ Brs were |§Iillg:'.:-\ kids did for fun. where [ found the courage to come out of
As an adult, I still have Lo explain certain the closet, although not all simultaneously.
aspects of Western culture to them, like why I joined the Mushim Student Association —+
Lady Gaga wore a dress made of meat to an

awards ceremony or why moving in with a

significant other before marriage is the norm.

Of course, cohabitation is not a huge issue for

my parents because according to Islam, homo-
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MipTOWN VETERINARY HOSPITAL
Your Neighborhood Pet Care Solution

“.J-.\.” 4 s . L 2 » e = L

1434 W, Alabama 5t. * Houston, TX 77006

Mldtown (713)528-4900 main = (888)504-0006 fax
Veterinary Hospital

vww.MidtownVetHospital.com

Tony S. McClung , M. D.

UROLOGY SPECIALIST

Best Eye Doctor
as voted by OutSmart
Readers 2012

State-of-the-Art Medical Eye Care

Exams for glasses/contacts
Cataract Surgery

LASIK Surgery

Comprehensive Ophthalmology

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
Ophthalmology

Now Affiliated with

HousTON EYE ASSOCIATES
5420 Dashwood, Suile 101, Houstan, Tx 77081 | www.HoustenEye.com

NEW LOCATION 8619 W. Oroadway, Suite 107, Pearland, TX 77584

713.668.9118 832.553.EYES (3937

HeightsyDEmalaly M&Aastlhahl

Rﬂond"ﬂﬁﬂn continued fram page 103

on campus, and for the first time in my

life formed a strong community with other
Muslim students. Although I was still in
the closet, | had found a group I could re-
late to, that also understood the challenges
of being raised as first-generation Ameri-
cans. It was through these friendships that
I learned how to understand Islam on a
personal level, without falling victim to its
interpretative meanings.

Not long after, a group of students
developed “Baylor Freedom,” an unoffieial
school organization that was prohibited
because they were not in tune with Bap-
tist principles. It was through Baylor
Freedom that I could share my story with
other gay individuals from various faiths.
[ spent many nights praying for resolu-
tion, but it was ultimately in the values
of my own religious beliefs where I found
the courage to be honest about who I am.
Despite the taboo of being openly gay in
the Muslim community—something that
is punishable by death in certain parts of
the Muslim world—I decided to come out
to my family and friends.

Ultimately, it was in the unwaver-
ing friendships I developed within the
gay community that I found the true
reconciliation between my religion and
my sexuality. The love and honesty I de-
veloped in my relationship to my partner
strengthened my understanding of both
life and religion. Islam had taught me the
theoretical concepts of discipline, truth,
and goodness, but it was my relationships
with my partner and friends that allowed
me to practice the concepts [ was taught
since | was young.

Although it was a challenge uniting
the many aspects of my life, I have discov-
ered the eourage that lets me go against
the grain. On my path toward reconeili-
ation, I found what is truly important in

Recommending the best BMW dealer

in town is an easy call. Houston's a dviving

town. And [ like driving both on and off

the field. When it came to gerting a new

BMW for me and my family | chose
Advantage BMW Midtoun. A

IJILLJE !’1.'1|'I.IITI1!.\' (s “'l'“ s lfh' LTS [h("_\' ,\'q_'”.

lL'LIL'L\{I I'P

One visit and you'll see what | mean,

M Schaub

mNnTAacE BMW
MIDTOWN

1305 Gray @ Caroline
713-289-1200

my life, and that is to accept all of human-

: R ; - www.advantagebmw.com -.; ’P
ity, regardless of religion or sexuality. It is - d"
—

Special lease and financing available through BMW Financial Services.

exhilarating to be a part of this moment
in history. [ am proud of the progress our
country is making in the gay rights move-

ment, It is our obligation to pave the way

Found your home,
and need an mspectron ?

for all the closeted boys and girls growing

up today. It is essential for us to speak out
against hate, regardless of what form it
takes. It is my responsibility to be a voice
for those in the Muslim community who

have their own difficulties reconciling
their faith with their gexuality. It is just

Bob John Cromeans — Texas Professional Real Estate Inspector

EXPERIENCED « THOROUGH - KHUWLEUEEABLE é

Froviding detailed inspection reporis in a timely manner. i~

“Know what you’re buying.”
713-417-6389

as important for me to proudly identify

myself as a Muslim American and break
any stereotypes that people have toward
Islam., I do not consider myself tradition-
ally religious, but 1 cannot deny that be-
ing raised Muslim is a significant aspect
of who I have become.

TREG License #: 86T

2120 Asﬁlun::{@

FX - 713.528.4434 st
Houston, Texas 77008

www.InspectorBoh.net

CLUNGCLINIC.COM

Bob@InspectorBob.net
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FREE HIV TESTING
WITH RESULTS IN
ONE MINUTE.

No appointment
necessary!
Walk-ins welcome!

HOUSTON
AREA
COMMUNITY
SERVICES

> FAMILY PRACTICE

> INTERNAL MEDICINE

>THERAPY & COUNSELING SERVICES
- MEDICAL CASE MANAGEMENT

- PHARMACY

FREE CONFIDENTIAL HIV TESTING AT
Houston Area Community Services
2150 West 18" Street 77008 (3rd floor)
Monday-Thursday: 9 am - 6§ pm

Friday: 8 am -5 pm

No appointment necessary! Walk-ins welcome!

il ¥

NSELING

[ MM IR EQ® ™yl |
E COUPLES®* COU

WE OFFER FRH
AND TESTING
> Do it for yourself. Do it for him
> Get tested together,
> Receive your results together.
*Same sex male couples

LOOK FOR OUR FLOAT AT THIS YEAR'S

PRIDE PARADE ON JUNE 29

HACS

HOUSTON AREA COMMUNITY SERVICES

Intarmation & schedula

(o] fi 10 I0Cahons

713.428.0027

@
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QUALITY DENTISTRY

ONE PATIENT AT A TIME!

OxE oF Tae Best Dennists
OutSmart Readers’ Choice
Awards 2006 —2012

Yoren 15 ong o Horston’s
TOoPr DENTISTS
2004 - 2013

B Towns Maga sine

A ;
-:.:- nvisalign

e wean

Cory Logan, D.D.S.

General & Cosmetic Dentistry

713.942.8598

www.CorvLoganDDS.com
530 Waugh Dr. | Houston TX 77019

3 Octavio Barrios, MD

Adult Primary Care
www.doc barrios.com

Avg. Contact Time
With Dr. Barrios

36 Minutes!

Board Certified
American Board of
Family Medicine

By Appointment
Same Day Available
For Acuie Iliness

Most
Insurances
Accepted

Houston - Montrose
Wednesday, Friday, Satarday:

Pasadena
Monday. Tuesday, Tharsday:
Horizon Family Healthcare
7106 Spencer Highway
281-542-9400

Skin Renaissance Laser Center
517 W. Gray St
713-942-7546

Sex for Its Own Sake

Author Eric Berkowitz discusses his new book and the history of gay sex

by Kit van Cleave

Photo by Jennifer Berkowitz

ric Berkowitz is a San Fran-
cisco writer and lawyer with a
master’s degree in journalism
from the University of Southern
California. He has published in the Los
Angeles Times and LA Weekly, and with
the Associated Press. He has also served
as legal editor of the daily legal newspa-
per The Los Angeles Daily Journal. No
wonder he decided to base his new book
Sex and Punishment: Four Thousand
Years of Judging Desire, on cases from pa-
gan times to today, 1n which people were
punished for their sexual choices,

Kit van Cleave: You begin your book by
outlining traditions of sexual bound-
aries in pagan times. While not much
was precluded then, was the case of
Postimius against the Bacchus orgies
the first time a powerful politician
tried to close down a religious sect for
personal gain?

Eric Berkowitz: I really don't know
whether it was the first time, but it was
indeed a major oveasion. In this case, it
was the fear of homosexuality being used
against the upper-class bovs of Rome, and
thereby weakening
them, that helped
the scandal to
spread across Italy.
Fear of homosexu-
ality was just used
as a pretext to
allow various politi-
cal forces in Rome to tighten their grip on
Italy. As is often the case, sexual fears—
especially fears of deviant sex, such as
certain kinds of homosexuality—are used
for political gain.

At that time, male-to-male sex was
widespread. Was the feminization of
the sexual receiver seen as damaging
the national spirit?

In pagan times, sex
was not governed by
who was doing it, but
how it was done.

Eric Berkowitz

In pagan times, especially in Rome, sex was
not governed by who was doing it, but how

it was done. To be the passive party in any
sex act was to be seen as being dominated, or
taken. Conversely, to be the active party, to
be the penetrator, was
to be dominant—to be
the person who takes,
In that equation there
was only one winner.
S0, the feminization of
men, turning Reman

aristocrats into p:mr-:i\'v

homosexuals, was seen as not necessarily
damaging the national spirit but turning the
men who were supposed to defend Rome into

women. Since women were not highly regard-

ed, this was seen as weakening Rome itself,

What of Jewish prescriptions on homo-
sexuality, which preceded Christianity’s
defining this activity as a mortal sin?
The Jews were unigue in that period, in
making all homosexual sex—passive and
active—into a sin. They did that as part of

a general effort to define themselves as
not being like other groups that lived
around Israel at the time. Homosexual-
1ty was very widespread, and not really
condemned in any major way then. So the
Jews, like any other group who tried to
define themselves, used sexual habits to
achieve this. By saying, “*We don't have
people of the same gender having sex,”
they were sayving, “We are not like those
around us.” That geopolitical move caused
a lot of suffering for many people for thou-
sands of years,

To read the camplete interview, log on to
OutSmartMagazine.com. To read a review
of Sex and Punishment, see page 128 of
this issue of OutSmart magazine.

Kit van Cleave is a freelance writer living
in Montrose. She has published in loeal,
natronal, and international media.
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MICHELLEFD. POSEY | REA

Certified Luxury, Rel M

Al & Marketin
713.504.0066
www.MichellePosey.com
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Rl 7 Benefiting

f [
: ILi4) pet patrol e
M = S T N PEOPLE PET PARTNERSHIP
%’- Bring that jar of pennies, quarters, or dollars

down to EJ's for a great cause!
T

517 Ralph St.

Sunday, August 11 * 2-5pm

Double Your Donation!

A generous donor will
match all donations
up to a total of $10,000!

Bring a picture

of your pets

and BRAG

about them

on our WALL

of LOVE!!! oo,
= .

Email us at mzppie@yahoo.com or visit us at

tvSmart
www.thepetpatrol.org g

108 JUNE 2013 QutSmartMagazine.com

in an area as diverse as Houston,
ffer the highest quality service in

ing, &t any time. Thankfully, with the brand's

to do just that. Whether it's a young couple
inthe

Bette | GARY
luﬁ IOT":“' : GREENE

We've got.....

e marketing

w
MediaATeam.com

Catch the De Feature

Two new LGBT documentaries

by Megan Smith

hether you're leshian,

gay, bisexual, transgen-
der, or come from a home
with same-sex parents,
being different from society's idea of
“normal” can really cast a shadow on
one's thoughts and hopes for the future,
However, every day, these individuals
pvercome unimaginable hardship to prove
they are strong, loving, and capable of
achieving their dreams. In upcoming
months, two documentaries, Unbreak-
able Threads and Breaking Through, hit
Houston's big sereens, portraying the
struggle, survival, support, and love of
LGBT-identified people and their families
with both honesty and clarity.

UnsreaxasLe THREADS

As a long-time elementary schoolteacher,
mother of three daughters, and wife

to her husband, first-time Houstonian
director Stacey
Summers has
devoted herself
to changing
the lives of
children. After
living 1n more
liberal cities
like New York and San Francisco, she
was shocked to find that in Houston,
some of her students were bullied or
teased because of the types of families in
which they were raised.

As a visual learner, she decided the
best way to step this kind of behavior in
schools, while changing others’ minds,
was to ereate a film under her company
Poppy Pro Productions. This documenta-
rv, Unbreakable Threads, normalizes the

“All children need to feel
proud of their families and
not have to worry about
what anyone else thinks.”

\

-\h . ' . Tl A =
_.:&a = f.l.. 3 4y

Family affair (clockwise from top left): chef Monica Pope with daughter Lili, Hous-

“(
7

4

ton dads with sons Alex and Reuben, Frank Billingsley and husband Kevin with son
Morgan and his girlfriend, and Houston grandmothers and great-grandmother (all les-
bians) with granddaughter Kenzie are just a few of the vibrant LGBT families featured
in the upcoming documentary Unbreakable Threads.

different types of families in Houston, with
a gpecial emphasis on families with same-
sex parents. Interviews with the families of
Mayor Annise Parker, KPRC Channel 2's
Frank Billingsley, chef Monica Pope, and
advocate Zach Wahls
are among the high-
lights. “If I could
make a film that
actually portrayed
all of these beautiful
families of today and
show it in schools
and all over Houston and who else knows
where it would go from there, maybe 1 can
really make a difference,” Summers says.
She hopes that the film, which portrays
these families in a personal and intimate
light, evokes heartfelt feelings from viewers,
encouraging them to continue to promote
diversity and tolerance. "All of these families
are similar,” she says. “They all want the
same thing, They're all providing love and
security and they want to provide happi-
ness for their children. That's the ultimate
goal—no matter where you come from or

whao's raising you, if vou love your family
and your family loves you, you all have
the same hopes of producing healthy and
happy grownups.”

Unbreakable Threacds is currently in
post-produetion and is expected to be
released this fall. Summers has hosted
several fundraising events to raise money
for the project’s final editing process and
encourages anyone interested in donating
to the film to contact her at unbreak-
ablethreads.hotmail.com. “All children
need to feel proud of their families and
not have to worry about what anyone else
thinks,” she says.

Screenings for the documentary have
already been scheduled at River Oaks
Theatre and the University of Houston,
with hopes for additional screenings at
the Museum of Fine Arts Houston, local
schools, and the National Conference on
LGBT Equality. —*
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Catch the Double Feature Bl T T T WorldFest Houston International Film

|'l':—l.l\':l| this April, pre_\\'c-lthnt those who At Texan Dodgefdee

are in doubt about their futures because

X ; 1
. BreakinG TrRouGH they are LGBT-identified are not alone. e treat Ou better' "
ey £ _ Openly LGBT elected officials share “I really thought that I wnqu. face a choice
ﬁ/x‘f Z_))f'c‘:.'fﬂ-’-f{.- / P 4 (W{J{I-‘VZ ! their stories of overcoming barriers set between being out and pursuing the r':‘
X ; £ by everything from race to sexual ori- career of my dreams,” Tammy Baldwin i |

> / 7
Coadervny dnd ent Flann '

= s

entation to self-abuse and alcoholism says in the film. Along the same lines,

in this award-winning documentary California State Assembly member Toni
that reminds us all that the American
2811 Eastman Street Dream is alive and well.

Houston, TX 77009 Directed, produced, and written by

= Cindy L. Abel, Breaking Through offers
www.jimbentonhouston.com
inspiring and at times heart-wrenching

713-802-2860 stories from LGBT officials at all
; levels, including Mavor Annise Parker,
Please Visit Us Online At Senator Tammy Baldwin, Judge Phyllis

Atkins says, “I just didn't think America
was about me.”

However, though each interviewee
faced struggles and ignorance during
their climb to the top, most emphasize
that people will pleasantly surprise you
more than they will disappoint. And, in
the end, you can achieve your dreams.

Qut in office:
Houston's own

Facebook.com/JimBentonofHoustonlLLC Randolph Frye, and former representa Mayor Annise "“-”“.I"" f'“".“.""'”l-l thin‘—[__',.-:- _LhuL ﬂfL’ a P‘E‘_J'l “}'
tive Barney Frank. “Though it features Parker (above, you if you're not out,” Rives Kistler, justice
politicians, this film isn't about politics,” with director for the Oregon Supreme Court says in the
Abel says. “It’s about people—peaple Cindy L. Abel) film. *You're living something that is a lie Ask for
who feel fear and shame and vearning P;;}ﬂshéi?:! in a lot of ways, and that’s not a good way Adam Baza, Interne! Manager
to live. 281/468-0742
Breaking Through is also featured as Adam.Baza@gmail.com

an official part of Houston Pride Week.
Presented by Reel Pride, the screening
takes place on June 26 at River Oaks
Theatre. Tickets are available for $10

ing to believe something different than ers to achieve
their dream
careers in the
award-winning

| \ | to live meaningful lives, despite the bar- dolph Frye (n
ﬁ . riers in their way, Thev reveal how they share stories of
‘! U\ / broke through barriers internally, dar- battling barri-

what thev were told, and externally as

they pursued and achieved the future
281/359-7100 - 18555 Hwy 59N + Humble, TX 77338

they envisioned.” documentary each and can be purchased online at

The stories told in Breaking Breaking pridehouston.org. (4
T : — www.TexanDodge.com
Through, which was awarded a Silver Through. S ALLA AR FE . .

wHE : = il 9 JUSSL WL R Megan Smith also writes about the Defense g

Remi for feature documentary at

of Marriage Act in this issue of OutSmart.
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EVERYDAY)

Unleash

the

Beauty
Within!

Restoration = Maintenance » Design —— NON-INVASIVE —.
Iron and Wood Fencing ( \

)

I ’M N SE IH ICES
o Houston

Patios * Decks * Retaining Walls z FaF F{e.moval : B_otox
Pottery » Holiday Lighting . Skfn Tlghtemng s Fillers
Patrick McNamara, MD | * Skin Re-surfacing e & More

The Skin Renewal Center

MEDICAL SPA

We Install Indoor/Outdoor

Holiday Lighting & Decor 1512 W. Alabama St. | 713-533-0800

713.502.5589 -
LawnSENATEaeTHOUSTOR Com www.TheSkinRenewalCenter.com

www.AguariumWorld.net
13157 Northwest Freeway @ Hollister » 713.329.9989

ol Servive Ctering
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SCAN FOR'A COMPLETE

LIST OF EVENTS ONLINE

Book Your Warm Weather and Fun Today!

New England & Canada Cruise
October 12-19, 2013 | Daparts from NewYork
Caribbean Princess ®

Gayribbean Pre-Halloween Cruise
October 20-27, 2013 | Departs from Galveston
Garnival Magic ®

Gayribbean Halloween Cruise
Oct 26-Nov 2, 2014 | Departs from Galveston
Royal Caribbean’s Navigator of the Seas™

— : %&.‘4 o :.;;-..'. .

v GALL TODAY!
: 877-560-8318

The Pre-Halloween Cruise, our largest Event of the Year, With
fabiifous shows and gréal entertainment plus parties and so much

miare. Featuring Tasta Kohl, SeFonda St John and many more.
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‘Blame It on Valentine, Texas’

The creator of ‘Greater Tuna’ brings a new show to Galveston this month

by Rich Arenschieldt
Photo by Brenda Ladd

associated with such mythical locales

as Tuna, Texas (the state's third-

smallest town), Didi's Used Weapons
Store (whose motto is “If we can't kill it,
it's immortal”), and the Tastee Kreme
Diner, returns to Galveston's Grand 1894
Opera House for his new solo show, Blame
It on Valentine, Texas, on June 15.

“One of my inspirations for Valentine
came from something that happened
almost a decade ago,” Williams says. “We
were in Austin doing Tuna and 1 was at
the gym working out and had a pain in
my chest, which [ ignored. [t worsened
and I ended up in the hospital, thinking
I was having a heart attack. After
several days of testing, it was found to be
something less serious, but the process of
facing my mortality for the first time was
cathartic. What I learned was this: the
best near-death experience to have is one
where you aren't really that ‘near death.
You get all
the benefits
of a quick
retrospective
of your life—
and then you

“While in
the hospital,
| spent a
lot of time thinking about what I hadn't
done—places [ hadn't been, plays I hadn't
written, you name it. Tuna had been
running for twenty-five years, and with
that kind of success it was easy to become
complacent,” Williams says. “People love
the show and | appreciate that deeply, but
| realized there was a lot of other stuff I

“My partner and | got married in
Canada and we have a special-
needs child that we adopted

live from China. Both of these events
are present in Valentine.”

needed to do.” Williams returned to his cabin
on Lake Travis and began to work.
Childhood memories appear in much of
Williams's works, and Valentine incorporates
many of them. “While at the cabin, I woke
up in the middle of the night having dreamt
of an event from my boyhood in a tiny west
Texas town.
In the dream
I was about to
be attacked
by a very
large and
ferocious
pig when a
hired hand
on our farm
intervened and actually saved my life.” A
second but equally chaotic inspiration for
Valentine was Williams's ill-fated theatrical
debut. “At the tender age of four, my mother
enrolled me in a ballet class—something
that explains my current marital status,”
Williams says. “During the performance, I
missed all of my cues, angered all the little
girls in the ‘corps-de-ballet’ and had what
adults would call a ‘nervous breakdown’
onstage. Of course I felt compelled to write

Howdy, cowboy:
see Jaston Williams
in Galveston

in Blame It on

Valentine, Texas.

about both experiences.

“Later, when I read what I had
written, [ realized that | was speaking
with a ‘new voice,’ one that was completely
dewvoid of fear or concern for what others
may think. I just kept writing, and
Valentine is the end product of those (and
other) recollections.”

Fans of Greater Tuna have come to
expect a certain type of product from
Williams—a zany cast of gender-bent
characters intertwined in oddball
circumstances. “Tuna has been such a
Jjoy to me over the years,” Williams says,
“but I have material that is important
to me and, in some cases, is just as good
or hetter than what audiences have seen
before. Vafentine is, in many ways, more
meaningful.”

Williams's new theatrical ‘voice’ is
borne of a certain fearlessness that may
surprise audiences. “You ean’t be —+
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'Blame It on Valeutme, Texas’

Previous page

on the road in the American theater for
thirty years without undergoing some
significant transformation,” Williams
says. “You can elect to repeat the same
things that have worked in the past,

or vou can choose to emhbrace changes
without worrving about what yvour fans
will think. I know what I want to say, and
I think audiences will be interested to
hear it.”

As with any artist, Williams's
eraft is heavily influenced by personal
experience. "Ten vears ago | was living a
rather exotic existence in New Orleans’
French Quarter, in a fabulous house with
lots of unusual and interesting friends,”
Williams says. “Life, for me, has changed
Recently, several significant things have
happened,” Williams continues. “My
partner and | got married in Canada and
we have a special-needs child that we
adopted from China. Both of these events
are present in Valentine."

A second opportunity for fatherhood
has been the catalyst for much of this
transformation. (Williams was married at
a young age and had a son who died in an
accident). “1 felt a strong need to ‘parent’

again,” Williams says. “I used to sit and

have drinks on a veranda in The Quarter;

now I'm the taxi service for a youngster
enrolled in a special-needs school, and 1
couldn’t be happier.” Having a family has
enhanced the sense of connection that
Williams feels with others, something
evident in the “community” of characters
that inhabit Valentine,

“Evervbody has a connection with a
small town somewhere,” Williams says.
“The characters in these places are often
the same, regardless of where the town is
located. Interestingly, many people move
to a small town because they meet and
fall in love with someone who lives in a
place like Valentine. Also, many ballet
teachers, artists, and musicians teach
children from these dinky little hamlets.
Like me, some grow up to live and work
in the arts. [ was a terrible dancer, but
[ was introduced to an audience and
discovered the power of theater—all as
the result of that one dreadful dance

recital.”

What: Blame It on Valentine, Texas

When: Two performances, Saturday,
June 15, at 2 and 8 p.m.

Where: Galveston's Grand 1894 Opera
House

Tickets/information: thegrand.com or
800/821-1894.

Rich Arenschieldt is a frequent contributor

to OutSmart magazine.
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This Ain’t Your
Grandma’s Tupperware Party

Dixie Longate brings her hysterical show to Houston

by Marene Gustin * Photo by Bradford Rogne

ixie's Tupperware Party rolls

into the ]“1-_)]‘_-|1I\' Center for the

Performing Arts this month

with all the elass of an Ala-
bama trailer park, which is where Dixie
Longate hails from.

And yes, it's a real Tupperware party.

You don't have to buy any plastic stor-
age items, but after ninety minutes of
Dixie, vou probably will. There's a reason
she's the Number One Personal Seller
of Tupperware. She's hilariously funny,
trashy, and inspiring,

And she's actually a he—show writer
Kris Andersson—in a big red wig and
skintight dress. I spoke with him recently
by phone. Or actually, I talked with Dixie,
since he's always in character.

“The tour is going real well,” says
Dixie in a thick Southern accent. “I just
love being en the road and meeting new
people. This all started when 1 got out of
prison in 2001 and my parole officer said
I needed to get a job to get my kids back.”
She has three—Wynona, Dwayne, and
little Absorbine Jr

“I've had three husbands who all died
under mysterious circumstances, but I've
never been indicted,” she proudly adds

Anyway, on the advice of her parole
officer, Di
and finds that plastic, women, and lots of

xie starts selling Tupperware

booze can add up to great sales.

As the story goes, she decides to take
her aet on the road in 2007, leaves off-
Broadway howling, and then tours the
country selling Tupperware and entertain-
ing audiences. Oh, and she left the kids
back at the trailer park in Mobile, but she
Skypes with them every day. *As long as
nothing’s on fire, they're fine,” she says.

As to her favorite item that she
hawks, she says it's the Rectangular Cake

PRRE | 4
“I've had three husbands

who all died under mysteri-

ous circumstances, but I've
never been indicted.”

Taker. “Sure, you can carry a cake in it, but
it holds thirty-four Jell-O shots just as well,”
she explains. “I take it to church with me
and it gets me right through the sermon.”

She's also wild about the wine opener. “I
can stop at a red light, grab a bottle from my
stash in the back seat, and have that wine
open hefore the light turns green.”

Are you sensing a theme here?

But more than just boozing, Dixie encour-
ages her audience to think outside the box (or

plastic bowl) to come up with ereative alter-
native uses for those Tupperware items, She

also throws in a little -|"II}J;|I.'["-\ are his-
tory. And, although it’s a one-drag-queen
show, she invites audience members
enstage for some spontaneous fun, Don't
be afraid to go up—vou might get a free
Tupperware item out of it

And while the show has been a hit
across the country, this is the first time
it's come to Houston, “I am just so excited
to come to Houston,” she exclaims, “I want
to see the Space Center and maybe fly
around in a spacecraft, and there's this
restaurant | want to go to. It's called the
Big Red . . . oh, I don't think I can say the
last word. But I've heard it's really good.”

That's okay Dixie, we just call it the
BRC (Gastro Pub)

“And I'll knit. I love to knit on the road
and just run around,” she savs. “Some
times I'm runnin’ from the law,”

Oh, the life of a Tupperware sales-
woman.

But sometimes she pines for life back
at the trailer park. “It's so neighborly,” she
sighs. “If your lawn chair is on fire, they'll
rush down to the gulley for water. And
you're always meeting new people. Every
time a hurricane blows through, you're
like, Oh, where did they go? But then
someone else moves in.”

Hurricane Dixie blows in to Houston
on June 4. And whether you need kitch-
enware or not, you should go because, as
Dixie says, this show is more fun than
vou can shake a stick at.

What: Dixie's Tupperware Party
When: June 4-16

Where: Hobby Center, 800 Baghy
Tickets: tuts.com.

Muarene Gustin also writes about Hotel
Faust and Trey McIntyre in this issue of
ChutSmart magazine
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ponalevan Maines te

P ey r
role in 'The Glass Me nagerie

S us at

by Donalevan Maines

“I have tricks in my pocket—I have things
up my sleeve—but | am the opposite of a
stage magician. He gives you illusion that
has the appearance of truth. | give you
truth in the pleasant disguise of illusion.”

B TR %, ¥
C my cousin asKs

o know why I haven't acted in

fifteen or twenty vears. But the question
[ ask myselfis, “Why didn't I play Tom
ield in The Glass Menay betore now?"

o T

The oversight is due to be corrected in a production June

71—30 at Cast Theatrical Company in my hometown of Rosen-

berg, thirty miles southwest of Houston. Fittingly, because

that's where my life in the theater began

I was only ten the first time [ saw T/

but I remember ro Ling passi I?I:I["Il'. for Tom's sister

who was lame, when he brought her home a Gent

I Il'l_\l‘l.'1l'i| their mother Aman refrain that "t||||,:_;- have a
way of turning out so badly.’

T“]'ll‘-l"ullitllli"llt s on the fire es ape of the Win glie lds’
ratty apartment in St. Louis frame the story, but L|\_|- play, to

me, was always about the other three characters. Then, ear-

lier this vear, I read Gentleman Callers: Tennessee Wi
I;-‘rli?-;ulllnlu\'l..l I-Il.llulllll"l.. l'!’-'u'h‘l .1;-":' .]I-.Il’.IJllu'rulf I'u'l.I {If'u rury IJ’I"\'.JIII'II\.I. [ad I':Jl.:k |..'.I!I
Michael Paller

“Tom is gay,” writes Paller

11TLS,

Aha! Or to quote Tom in the final scene, “I'll be jiggered! I
didn’t know,”

[ don’t think other actors have elocked Tom as gay, either
Not William Holden in the 1950 movie, or Hal Holbrook oppo-

site Shirley Booth on CBS Playhouse in 1966, Not Montgomery

Clift or Sam Waterston
Well, maybe Montgomery
Clift and Sam Waterston.
Jut mostly vou hear
that Tennessee Williams
revealed himself through
his female characters, such as Blanche DuBois in A Streefcar
-\.:1'. me l.'l- !IJI SITE

The eritic Mark Lilly, for example, saw Laura’s lameness
as a metaphor for the playwright’s struggle with his sexual
orientation in the 1940s, “It is seen as a disability that actu-
ally restricts sexual fulfillment.” wrote Lilly.

Which makes it all the more fulfilling for me to return

home to play Tom as a young gay man who would become

one of America’s greatest playwrights, Paller is a great help
toward my understanding of the role.

To begin with, Paller writes, “Tom is cagey. He is an

embodiment of Williamss intense conflict between the urge to

leman Caller,

Maines ‘Menagerie”: Donalevan Maines returns to acting in
The Glass Menagerie.

conceal and the concomitant desire to reveal.”

In Scene Three, when Tom and Amanda quarrel after she peers
over his shoulder at what he's writing, Paller suggests, “[H]e may
want to keep the work secret because its contents are gay—or just
intensely private,”

Tom is also evasive about his nocturnal outings. *I go to the mov-
ies,” he says. Paller explains, “Williams knew quite well why so many
men went fo the movie houses that lined 42nd Street in New York,
and in Hollywood.”

The Gentleman Caller, the poet Tom explains, symbalizes “the
long-delayed but always expected something that we live for.” Paller

writes, “There seems to be a part of Tom that
wishes the Gentleman Caller was ealling on
him.”
['ve merely seratched the surface of
Paller's theory that Tom is gay and that he
flees the Wingfields' apartment to find him-
self. Whao he finds is the man [ get to portray in the final monologue
By integrating personal material as subtext, Tennessee Willinms
rendered i|1.~ emotions all the more powerfully, writes Paller: “When
boundaries are established against expression, expression rmust find
another way to break through, Igor Stravinsky had this in mind
when he observed, “The more art is controlled, limited, worked over,
the more it 15 free’™
It’s been six years since | stepped onstage, and that was to greet
the opening night audience at Cast Theatrical Company’s production
of Wheels of Justice, which I wrote in Edward Albee’s playwriting —

OuiSm srtMagazine.com JUNE 2013 119



The first step is up to you
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He's a ‘Glass” Actor

continued from page 119

class at the University of Houston. Its
gala premiere at the Alley Theatre in
1992 raised more than $15,000 to launch
the “estate planning for artists with
AIDS" project at Texas Accountants and
Lawyers for the Arts in Montrose. I got
to return the next year to perform dual
roles in His Only

is a series of monologues structured as a

Forgotten Son, which

two-act play

In 1945, The Glass Menagerie became
lennessee Williams's first |'||I on Broad-
way. Later, he won Pulitzer Prizes for
hoth A Streetcar Named Desire and Cat
on a Hot Tin Roof.

Cast Theatrical Company (castthe-
atrical.com) is located at 1909 Ave, G in
Rosen

buildings, a railroad museum, a sock-hop

4 ETTTLI{E new restaurant

soda fountain, and an
s, The

array of shops with
heavenly nam theater's usually
sold-out performances begin at 8 p.m.
Fridays 1m| Saturdays, with two 2:30
p.m. matinees each run, one on Saturday
and one on Sunday. For reservations,

which are strongly recommended, call

832/888-3808

alevan Maines also writes about the
vy Awards in this issue of OutSmart

Top Male Therapist l'or IBIJ &2012!
| feel ver y ha

y, !
Ken MclLeod, LCSW, ACSW

Licensed Clinical Social Workép

- v —
—
Lo

5909 West Loop South, Suite 480
Bellaire, Texas 7740|
713.628.1776 - kenscounseling@aol.com

Check me out on:
Therapick.com or PsychologyToday.com
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MIDTOWN THE HEIGHTS BN Queer Quotes

3704 Main St. = 713,807.TAGO 2912 White Oak = 713.864.TACO {Queerty, 321113) o Compiled by

On Facebook, actress Susan Olsen (aka The Brady d ~ Blase
Bunch's Cindy Brady) steps forward for marriage equal- / Distefano
ity—and her “gay dad” Robert Reed (who died in 1992):

"As a child, | was BLESSED to have another father figure
in my life. . .. « This wonderful man was a giant in my
world, a true king among men. His name was, and is,
Robert Reed (OK that's his stage name). « This tempestu-
ous actor, who bottlefed puppies when he wasn't quar-
reling with the heads of networks, shaped my heart as
much as my biological parents did. So | really can hon-
estly say, “My dad was Gay." » | can also say that being
gay killed him, Because it was so taboo, he could never
make peace with himself. He never allowed himself to
have a genuine love. He was forever taunted by his own
M acC 1( l emore & disdain for the natural inclinations that he was BORN
WITH. » Bob was a family man. Had he been allowed to

Jairemie Alexander (I) and William Pontius
star in Macklemore & Ryan Lewis's “Same
Love” video.

RYaII LEWiS (rap due) _ ) ; form a relation-

ship with another

ntﬂter.aarir ent Weekfy 5III'I'II'HE' IIqu‘iIe Issue 2013) man, he would

K Jay-equaiily e Love :' ; L - have been the best
"Asa rill.‘lt,f.."ht mult.. Iun\\ du [ write a pro- } { f husband ever and
gay song? | struggled with that for a while,” et - Vg might still be alive.
says Macklemore, who grew up with two gay ai TN, ; But Bob could not

LI : ’
uncles. “And then I got it: just talk about my ? be at peace with | 4 4
! i S i - this because the people surrounding him shoved their | ; . A s ! \‘i J
1 R

own ])t'l':-'tpi"t‘ll\"l' I'l[ll.l L‘I\pl‘rll)‘ljt es FTOW ]I"I,}__" I]p_ ;T o
own judgement down his throat and, sadly, he bought

) into it. . .. = | knew he was gay when | was nine years No hate: out singers Tegan and Sara
' .’ o ':1 : | e o old. ... .1 knew it was OK and none of my business. | are all about equality.
o knew with all certainty that this was a very good man. '
www Tncosngogo COM“ I Father Of the Year " And so, any ideology that demonized such a good man = Teg‘an & Sara — =
% mid (The Huffingtan Post, /13/13, Farah Miller) would have to be evil itself, + Robert Reed, unwittingly,

showed me the true nature of religion. And this is why (NOHB Campaign, 5/28/13, Phato by Adam Bouska, noh8campaign.com)

I steer clear of it to this day. * God and | are good pals. # :
We have a clear line of communication and | don't need Although [Sara and I] are Canadian, we

If vour child asks vou for a Sofia the First DVD, there are
some readily available reasons to say no. Maybe vou think

the first Disney princess aimed at toddlers iz steeped in religion’s telephone service. It's full of static. « | could have both vowed to remain unmarried in
stereotypes and sends the wrong message to girls. Per- never worship, let alone LOVE, a God who would put my solidarily with the millions who don’t have
haps you remember there was controversy over whether beloved father into the fires of Hell because he loved the same rights as us around the world.
or not Sofia 1s Latina. Or, like the father of a boy named men. ... . = If two people love each other enough to want

Sam, you might just think your kid has too many DVDs. their union consecrated by a mythological being—they We hOpE that our VI’.‘IIFES (and in this case
are undoubtedly insane, but LET THEM HAVE AT IT1” our photos) help raise awareness and

|The following is Sam’s dad telling his story on Facebook.) s = 7
. assist in bringing equality to the masses.”

“So, here’s how Sam became the proud owner of the Sofia
the First DVD. On Saturday, the kids and [ headed to

Wal-Mart to get diapers. . . . We are in line, and there is a ¥ = USIAWTan 'll_ ? 35 Years Aga This Month) On June 14, 1978, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office refused to register
display of Sofiec DVDs next to the line. Sam says, “Oh boy, sl s (e PRI ~ the magazine name Gaysweek on the grounds that the name was “immoral.”

Sofia the Frrst . . . 1love Sdfia the First . . . can | get this
movie?” And 1 say, “No, Sam, we have more than enough

movies right now” . . . which is very true. Then, the follow- -
in dialogue. IR Colly Near
Moron [in the same line as Sam and his father]: And
those are girl movies . , , vou don't want to grow up like a Maher {m.‘mnm' June/duly 2013) L Still si
mommy, you want to grow up to be like daddy. (Real Time with Bill Maher “If 1 had been asked in 1975 if | thought we would i 3 - 5'“?'
. ing out:
Me: Actually, I just want him to grow up to be whatever 5/3/13, HBO) soon have out lesbian singers and comedians ' _ oneRENEE
he is supposed to be . . . and if that's a boy that likes prin- “Now that the working in the music industry, be winning Gram- TR T origina-
0865 Hhoviss, then great. _ N first professional | mys, be showing up at events with our swelet- 2 B ::-‘;:n i::f"l'ile
Meoron: You don't think that will make him funny. athlete [Jaso“ | hearts, be prodm:ing and directing films with 3 A ki
Ma: I sure hope so. ' Collins] i positive lesbian images that are distributed by ) A g
Hln‘!urnn: I don’t mean that kind of funny, I mean he might ;i olimsj in a Hollywood companies, see gay characters on . 1 3 : g & Biont i
like other boys. major team sport ‘ J the 1970s,
; 30 I many TV sitcoms, have gay people in Congress and ] "
Me: And I'd love him just as much . . . and he'd probably has come out as 0y Holly Near
: ; legislatures and on the bench, out gay athletes, s 2 ;
smell better as a teenager. gay, someone at J is back
Moot ot b cormithar Tl the Tony Awards marriage equality, and on and on—well, | would with a new
i In line: Let w6 by tHi o have been happy with the fantasy. But I'm not sure > album ti-
0ld lady behind me in line: Let me buy that movie for has to come out PPY ¥ . slad Petce

I would have believed it possible in such a short
amount of time. It is worth pausing to celebrate.” You.

him. You just made my day.
And that is how Sam came to own Sofia the First”

Becomes

as straight.”

Sulllvan

Society of Houston aeicin Bxprass. i [
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by
David-Elijah
Nahmod

DVD Shorts

Face 1 Face

Trwe Blood: The Complete Fifth Season

Bill Moyers: Beyond Hate

alll Moyears

cope with it? What 15 h:
And what does
WINNINg journatist Bl M
answer these and ¢ 18
search that takes fim around the world
Acom Media (acornonline.com). =F.C
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‘Vito’

Honoring a gay hero

. [

e

And that's the truth: gay activist/author Vito Russo. Ivser: Russo and Lily
Tomlin do “Edith Ann” impressions. Tomlin says, “I was appearing on Sat-
urday Night Live that week and needed footage of Edith Ann ice skating,
so Vito and | took ‘Edith Ann’ to the rink” at Rockefeller Center. Russo used
Tomlin and life partner Jane Wagner's house to write part of his classic
book, The Celluloid Closet.

ito Russo (1946-1980)
had a short life, but
one filled with great
accomplishments. Today Russo
is primarily remembered as
the author of The
Celluloid Closet,
the seminal
history of LGBT
representation in
the cinema. Many
don't remember
him at all, and
those who do are
unaware of his vast
achievements.
Jeffrey Schwarz's
documentary Vito, produced last
year for HBO, pays tribute to
Russo and puts him back in the
public eye.
Long before it was safe to do
80, Russo lived an openly gay
life in New York City. “I never
believed it for a second,” he says
in an old interview clip included
in the film, He was referring to
the Catholic Church's stands
on homosexuality, In newly
shot interviews, his cousin and
brother recall Russo bringing
boyfriends home to meet the
family—fifty years ago.
Involved with the long-

defunct Gay Activist Alliance,
he advocated for gay men and
lesbians to work together at

a time '\\'l'tl.'ll. men .‘l[]ll women
existed as two separate
communities, In a
powerful video clip
from the 1973 Gay
Freedom Day Rally

in New York City,
Russo steps onto the
stage when gay men
began taunting leshian
activist Jean O'Leary.
“Listen to her," he
urged the crowd
“That's the least we can do for
each other.”

A decade later, Russo hosted
Our Time, a gay public affairs
show produced by PBS affiliate
WNYC-TV

Entire Our Time segments
are included in the Vito DVD
extras menu, (ay men and
lesbians had yet to forge an
alliance. Undaunted, Russo
interviewed gay rights pioneer
Harry Hay, together with
lesbian trailblazer Barbara

Gittings, Both were treated with

respect and given equal time
to speak.

Years later, as he was dying
of AIDS, an emaciated Russo
participated in many ACT UP

demonstrations. His strength
was fading, yet he took part in
acts of eivil disobedience

He also toured the country,
appearing in college lecture
halls and theaters. His
Celluloid Closet tours were
conducted with an almost
childlike enthusiasm. He spoke
to packed houses, educating
the LGBT masses on how we'd

been represented, and often
misrepresented, by the film
industry.

Russo’s death, on November
7, 1990, was a tremendous loss
to the community. Indeed, he
kicked open doors of all kinds
wherever he went.

Available from First
Run Features (firstrun

features.com).

David-Elijjeh Nahmod lives

in San Franecisco, His eclectic
writing career includes LGBT
publicatic monster maga-
zines, and the Times of Israel.

8,

‘Come Undone’

TF T ) 1 \ or i
{Ne . aqony ani .Ir eCcsiasy ol :'l" 5t love

le]II\ wood, unfortunately, no longer
has any interest in making intense,
character-driven human dramas like this
lovely French offering. Produced a dozen
yvears ago, Come Undone is a beautiful
story about coming out to oneself and
experiencing first love.

Lyrically shot in a small French
seaside town, Come Undone spends the
summer with Mathieu (Jeremie Elkaim),
a teenager who thinks he's straight until
he meets Cedric (Stéphane Rideau), an

impossibly sexy and far more open voung

man. The two fall deeply and intensely in
love, as only the young can

At first ashamed of the relationship,
Mathieu, who had recently been dating
a girl, slowly comes to accept the reality
of who he really is. At the beginning of
the film he chides Cedric for displaying
affection in public, Much later, when he's
questioned by hiz aunt and by Cedric's
father, he admits that yes, they are indeed
boyfriends. Soon after, he comes out to
his mom. Mom already knew—don't they

always?

_..? ¥ I I' .ﬁl

il ¥ French romance: Cedric
AWEEE (stéphane Rideau, 1) and

mH[ UND{]NE Mathieu (leremie Elkaim)

star in Come Undone.

The scenes between the two boys are
simple and quiet. They lie on the beach
and fall asleep. They walk around and
talk. They kiss. There are no special
effects, no car chases, no explosions. Yet
Come Undone, which goes beneath the
surface of its seript to let us know who
these characters are and how they feel,
ig far more riveting than any Hollywood
blockbuster could ever hope to be. The
emotional depth of their romance is mes-
merizing, and it leaves Mathieu ready to
face the world as an out gay man.

The film’s sexuality is graphic: a se-
quence featuring Mathieu and Cedric mak-
ing love on the beach is startling for a film
that isn't pornographic. The sequence adds
to Come Undone's beautiful romanticism.

Come Undone—in French with English
subtitles—is available on DVD via First
Run Features (firstrunfeatures.com).

—David-Elijah Nahmod
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2055 Westheimer Rd. @ Shepherd

One of the Best Places to Buy Eyewear

J 7 \ One of the Best Eye Doctors (Dr. Christine Tyler, OD)

Ege C . ontact

713-520-6600

www.eyecontact.com

Eye Health and Vision Exams, Contact Lens Fittings

Huge Selection of Designer Glasses

Many Vision Plans and Health Plans accepted

Independent, privately owned

Serving Central Houston for more than 17 ye:

Licensep ProFesSIONAL COUNSELOR IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

Therapy for Individuals, Couples, and Families

Kimberly Wildes, DrPH, MA, LPC
1458 Campbell Rd., Ste. 2504 = Houston, TX 77055
info@kimberlycounseling.com ® www. kimberycounseling.com

281.896.1194

Reasonable Rates
Evening Hours
Free, Easy Parking
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Shapiro

GrooveQut Shorts

Jessie Ware
Devotion

ACords com ). =Sugie Lynde

| Charli XCX
| True Romance

Alpine
A Is for Alpine

some rocking
" Vativ (v

Somethmg for Everyone

Hot new collections, Just in

elivering on

and surpass-

ing the prom-
ize of its 2011 debut,
Mount Meoriah—cur-
rently a trio featuring
out lesbian Heather
McEntire, Jenks Mill-
er, and new addition
Casey Toll—burns it
down on Miracle Tem
ple (Merge). Sound-
ing like an insurgent
country band fronted
by a young Dolly Par-
ton, Mount Moriah
lures us upward with
“Younger Days" and
then nearly blinds
us with the flash of

3right Light." That's

Indigo Girl Amy Ray
providing backing
vocals on “1 Built a
Town,” “Connecticut
to Carolina,” and
the bluesy gospel of
“Miracle Temple Haoli-
ness.” “White Sands”
would sound great
blasting out of a radio
at the beach, and the
game can be said of
the fragrant “Rosemary” (love
that keyboard and those hui,'kup
vocals!),

Banjo-plucking and -strum-
ming Dar Stellabotta brings an
aching quality that recalls Mary
Gauthier to her ten songs on The
Black Ow! Demos (darstellabo-
tta.com). Not to be taken lightly,
these almost unrelentingly bleak
songs offer up an unsettling
portrait of small-town gqueer
life. “Black Soul,” “Your Worry
Today,” and “O What a Day,” for
instance, unveil a litany of diffi-
culties that would take down the
average person. But Stellabotta’s
message seems to be that these
challenges not only strengthen

JUNE 2013 OutSmartMagazine.com
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gl

her, but provide
her with the mate-
rial she needs to
create her art. Al-
bum closer “Hun
tingtown™ breaks
up some of the

monotony wit ha

pleasant beat that
fits its theme.

If not for the
groundbreaking
all-female rock
band Fanny, many
female musicians,
gay and straight,
might not have got-
ten the chance to
rock out. The hard-
rocking quartet,
featur: ng lesbian
music legend June
Millington and
her sister Jean
isee, sisterhood is
powerfull), broke
all sorts of ground,
including releas-
ing an album on a
major label in 1970
!} and working
with an in-demand
producer such as
Richard Perry (now known as
Jane Fonda's beau), But what
really matters is that they were
top-notch musicians, performing
(mostly) original material—in
cluding knockouts such as “Come
and Hold Me,” *I Just Realized,”
“Seven Roads,” and “Conversa-
tion with a Cop"—on their self-
titled debut dise, newly reissued
by Real Gone Musie.

Moody Brit-pop group The
xx were already too cool for
words before Romy Madley Croft
came out as lesbian. But now
that there is the addition of the
gueer factor, it just makes you
love them more, doesn't it? The
%, now a trio, has a distinctive,
immediately recognizable sound
that has become their trademark
over the course of two bril-

liant albums. The latest, the
aptly titled Coexist (XL/Young
Turks), is as darkly ethereal
as its predecessor, although it

does take its time serving up

the sexy beats of “Swept Away”

and “Sunset.” Nevertheless,
songs such as "Angels” and
*Reunion” make the journey
worthwhile.

Also high on the hipness
scale, Grizzly Bear, featuring
out vocalist Ed Droste, had
the challenge of following up
their unexpectedly success-
ful 2009 album Veckatimest
with Shields (Warp). The good
news is that they met the
challenge head-on and don't
disappoint listeners. Album
apener “Sleeping Ute” is a
twenty-first-century prog-rock
tune, and “Speak in Rounds”
18 one of Grizzly Bear's most
exhilarating songs. Further
highlights include the irresist
ible "A Simple Answer,” as well
as “Gun-Shy" and “Yet Again.”

Also "out” there: The pro
lific Melissa Ferrick returns
with The Truth Is (MPress) on
which she explores her torch-
and-twang side on *Wreck Mea”

(featuring Paula Cole); Book of

Shadows (daniellink.com) by
Daniel Link, featuring a cover
of Fleetwood Mac’s “Save Me a
Place™ and ten originals; gay
Canadian cowboy (1) Drake
Jensen's third CD OUTau
(drakejensen.ca).

Visit OutSmartMagazine.com
for the complete article.

Gregg Shapiro is a regular
contributor to OutSmart
magazine.
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True Self Transitions
A ?’r@mm for Fersonal _C;'rmvrﬁ

 Thanks for voting me

One of the Best
Therapists

OutSmart Readers' Choice - 2012

Counseling for

% Individuals % Couples % Families < Groups

Enod Gray, LCSW, CSAT
2630 Fountainview, #225 ‘Houston, Texas 77057

www.trueselftransitions.com
713 781-7272

Specializing in Sex & Love Addictions, Relationships,

Trauma & Family of Origin Issues.

- 12 S .

€D VELVET
CHEESECAKE

It’s Good, For Goodness Sake!

616 WESTHEIMER
713-521-3838
II.OVEI'(ATZS.COM

THE CYNTHIA WIOODS MITCHELL

~nr—1-"r PAVILION

s e ATCHCY

SEPTEMBER 18 27-c+-

echi o CHARGE BY PHONE
TICKELT il AT 800-745-3000

A service charge is added to each ticket. Presented by Cynthia Woods Mitchel Pavilion

3 TWITTER.COM/ROBROUSTON

£ FACEBDOK.COM/HOBHOUSTON
1204 Careline Sirect
at Houston Pavitions §{10,745.3000

Houston, TX 77002

[lllWN uNl]ER mnna 18+

30TH w.-'u'"F -4

FRIDAY
JUNE 28

tickets on sale now at ticketmastercom
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Kit van
Cleave

ReadOut Shorts

Autobiography of My Hungers
Rigoberto Gonzdlez

The Revelations of Jude Connor

Robin Reardon

Best Gay Stories 2013
Edited by Steve Berman
Amang i
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Centuries of ‘'Sex and Punishinent:

e S | ¢
Author Eric Berkowitz discovers |

Was sitting on ll]l- [Jn[Ll: ||['

Nippon on Montrose, enjoy-

.'.]_\' cool wea

ing the sli
reading lawyer Eric Berkowitz's
new book, and laughing. It was a
soft spring day, as Houston saw
so often in March and April.

A woman passed my table
and said, “Must be a good book
You seem to be really enjoying
it, What is it?" I lifted the book
with its cover showing inter-
twined nudes covered with type
reading Sex and Punishment:
Four Thousand Years of Judging
Degire, She gave me an odd loak,
shook her head, and walked on.

Surprisingly, | found Berkow-
itz's book to be very funny in
spots. The reader learns, in the
nty midst of all of today's caterwauling

about American decadence, about
the actions that people snuck by
the authorities with little punish-
ment throughout human history.
Berkowitz spent years looking for
laws, restrictions, curtailments,
tortures, and other punishments
for various sexual acts.

By now, most people realize
that in the gathering period of

history, humans construeted
their religious beliefs around
(GGaia, or Earth—fertility,

QutSmartMagazine.com

Sex and Punishment:
Four Thousand Years
of Judging Desire

Eric Berkowitz

2013 « Counterpoint
Press (counter
pointpress.com)

352 pages, $17.95,

softcover

natural seasons, doing

1e naturally. Life was

;1,":1‘.4.'IE|

what c:

|:=-'.u'|";'|||. the I_;'uli'.]<-h.--l‘.-= were
pleasant, and people spent their
time planting and harvesting,
including sexually.

A

complex, the emphasis shifted to

society became more

male gods and war. The goal be-
came winning at all costs, killing

those who disagreed, controlling

the population, and devising
ever-bigger weapons. The planet
is still cursed with attitudes
emphasizing power, wealth, and
possession, including the fierce
debate over how many guns, and
which ones, some people think
they need for self-defense

One of Berkowitz's best
qualities as a researcher and
writer is that the density of his
facts makes them easily linked
to American society today.

Concerning gay marriage,
Berkowtiz reminds the reader
that up until the thirteenth cen-
tury, male-bonding ceremonies
were held in churches all over
the Mediterranean. “Such same-
sex unions—sometimes called
gpiritual brotherhoods—forged
irrevoeable bonds hetween the
men involved. . . . Other than
the gender of the participants,
it was difficult to distinguish

Nl De "-I.'-"."’-"n'-::"'-:'.TI to read about

I

the ceremonies from typical
marriages. Twelfth-century
liturgies for same-sex unions,
for example, involved the pair
joining their right hands at the
altar, the recital of marriage
Prayers, and a ceremonial kiss.”

One version of the liturgy
the priest recited included this
blessing: “O Almighty Lord,
you have given to man to be
made from the first in Your Im-
age and Likeness by the gift of
immortal life. You have willed
to bind as brothers not only
by nature but by bonds of the
spirit Bleas your servants
united also that, not bound by
nature, [they be] jooned with
bonds of love.”

In England and many Medi
terranean societies (especially
southern France), a new insti-
tution for same-sex unions was

the affrerement (“brotherment”)

contract, to permit couples to
live 'lL:q:u,‘Ehr-r i[l peace.

But elsewhere in Europe,
homosexual offenses brought
burning at the stake and hang-
ing by the *virile member."

By 1300, laws were in place
punishing homosexual behavior
harshly in virtually every ju
risdiction. Many of these same
laws were used to punish and
limit Jews as well. With such a
patchwork application of laws
about sexual acts, it's no won-
der that people were confused.

A few other facts among so
many discovered by Berkowitz:
¢ Throughout the Middle Ages,
the Cathe
brothels.

Church ran the

¢ Protestants “accepted that
sex was as essential for life as
sleeping, eating, and drink-
ing,” at least within marriage,
and “attacked Catholic morals
as being too rigid in theory
and too loose in practice.”

* For the rest of society, it —

SELLING HousTon...ONE House At A TiMe

DEBBIE LEVINE (¢

>

GREENWG@DD KING PROPERTIES

= Saturday Hours

* Male or Female Providers Available
« Centrally Located Office Boar ified
* Appaintments Readily Available

High Quality :
Compassionate Care

& ASSOCIATES

Voted One of the Best Psychiatrists .

- OutSmart 2011 Readers' Choice

of Psychiatry and Nedrologi Christine Wysong,
RN, PMHNP, BC
Nurse Practitioner

Access to Providers via Cell Phone 24/7
713/869-7400

S ————

Hello Relief!

BOOK TODAY!
1800gotjunk.com

&2 vsa B E“T'JIIHK?

Don't let yourself
get bogged down with TAXES,
Leave your troubles at my door!!

< & CPA

20 Years Experience

Personal & Business
Tax Returns
Monthly & Quarterly
Payroll Tax Returns
Arbitration with IRS
Local & State
Government Filing
Preparation of Financial
statements to third parties
tin various General
es, like
Quick Books, etc.
My office or yours!
Proud member of EPAH

Heights

3310 Katy Freaway, Suite 310
713.784.3030
ggyankss@aol.com
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[ (U(H"RH | marriage to be valid. Before then, “mar-
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Calendar of Events

Compiled by
Marene
Gustin

‘Through Colors

t “True’ Coiors

o, this 18 Through Colors by

Kelyne Reis. It's a painting ex-
hibit of big bold colors by Brazilian shapes, and flat, clean surfaces, tell-
artist Reis going on now through
July 7 at Galleria Regina at 1716

Richmond Avenue,

Reis, born in Brazil, lived in

Germany and studied at the Art

ao fove Cyndi

be seen i my works,” Reis says, “in

ing stories in a very simple way.”
And speak her paintings do.
“Color is the voice of Kelyvne's

B

Institute of the University of Han- of Art at the Museum of Fine Arts,

nover, before moving to Houston
in 2009. Her preferred medium is

acrylic on eanvas using hig, bold

gwaths of vivid eolor.

“Influences of the German Bau-

haus movement and of Pop Art can

PERFORMING ARTS

* THROUGH JUNE 23
Always . .. Putsy Cline. Stag
25th [

ry TH
oved mus
fan. Check out

. THF'DUGH JUNE SO
Road Show. This 15 th
productic
Check ou ]
* THRougH JuLy 12

Jmomred and Adnrned .fmiu.'n Wed’dmgs in

nidian weds
\ance Comyt

. JL‘JM—‘ 4-6
.Flashdaﬂre me Musical \\

l\'”“l.;l‘] z?'L 1;‘-’ ary
'JUHE4 16

tuts.com. (See inte
* June 4-29

Texas Music Festival. See the siars of
orchestras today at this sum
concerts at tmf uh.edu.

* June 5

Swing, Jive and Pop! into Dance. Houston Metro-

Details on

Houston, “There is a ‘pop’ aspect to

optical. Even though they are ‘coal’
in their artistic stance, they are
painted with a great passion, The

+ June 6, 13, 20, 27
15th Armual ﬂo{k Dock. Ir
|-...u-.|.«.\-|. every Thursds
ing at &30 p.m. For bar |d\
* JUNE ?

Smlmg Summer Dan:e

» June 7-22
5uthu Dan(e Presents Bosk. A 1

sucht org for details

* Jung 8

lacques Dflenbach s La Vie Parisienne. High-jir
can-caf 15 abound in this spoof of Paris culture, At Millar

Jutdoor Theatre 'u.- t milleroutdoortheatre com
* June 12-14
Disney’s High School Musical. | you liked the mavie,
vau'll ke the m al, live al Miller Dutdaor Theatre. See
tuts.com for details
» Junge 13=-23

Peter Pan. Houston Ballet presents Trey Mcintyre's fairy
tale ballet. Details at houstonballet.org.

* June 15

Jaston Williams in Bfame It on Valentine, Texas. This
solo show kicks off The Grand's summer series, Details at
thegrand com.

» June 17

Children’s Performan(e Sounds Like Fun! Houston
Symphony provides free music for the whole family al
Miller Outdoor Theatre Visit milleroutdoortheatre.com

» June 17-AucusTt 2

The River Summer Camp. The River Performing and
Visual Arts Center en serving individuals with
disabilities sin mer camp program at The
River provides affordable, fine arts education
for children, ages 4- m ah'u have drr.abulu 185 and their
siblings. Summer camp registration is on a first-come, first

which I play with bold colors, graphic

paintings,” says Arthur Turner, art-
ist and instructor at Glassell School

these works. They are also extremely

paintings are like experiencing Bat-

man, Spiderman, and Joseph Albers all
in one big gestalt. Even the small works
have a big visual impaet.”

See more of her work and details of

the exhibit at kelyne.de. —Marenz Custin

. -JUNE I}' August 12
Humphrm_rs School SummErCamP The.
the Stars’ musical theater camp for

T
H"mllhr!vs School Summer Camp. T

the Stars’ musical theater camp for kids 7 to 13
tuts.com
* June 21

Summer Symphony thhts Centenmal C! Iehra-

The '|||"I Ay

. JUNE 22

medddamsfamﬂr Hilarious musical ba

the wonderfully weird family. Details at tf

= June 22, 28, 29

Summer Symphony Nights. The Housic

hony |Jvr| rms at Miller Qutdoor Theatre, Visit

routdoortheatre.com

* JuMe 24

Children's Performance: Hear Ye! Hear Ye!
.hma prodigies perfarm at Miller Outdoor Theatre.
Visit rulluoulLlJu theatre.com

* June 28

Cyndi Lauper. The legendary lady brings her "She's
So Unusual” tour to Houston. House of Blues, house

ofblues.com, (See interview on page 89.)

= June 29

The Tenors. Therr “Lead with Your Heart” tour hits
Houston's Hobly Center, thehobbycenter.org,

ART & PHOTOGRAPHY

* THROUGH JUNE 7

Mary Beth Woiccak exhibits a series of new artist
bocks inspired by her travels at Carcline Collectve,
carolinecollective,cc

* THROUGH June 14

The Cyrus Cylinder and Ancient Persia. The
Museum of Fine Arls, Houston's acclaimed exhibition

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING: a few lines of info about your event; date/time; cost; location/address; organization name; and phone number
E-mai iwro To: calendar@ outsmartmagazine.com, Mai mro 1o: OutSmart Ula”lazlne 3406 Audubon Place, Houstan, TX 7 77006. Fax InFo 10: T15£522-5275,
NO LISTINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE DEADLINE DATE—5 P.M., MONDAY, JUNE 10,
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\_.n e 0t the

the Brit

1]
niah.org fo ormation
* THrOuGH JuNE 15

iawndale Art Center Exhlblts Ro

Mmore

" TH»«CileH JuLy 7
T.‘Jraugh Caﬂ'a.rs by KE.fj-rne Reis

. TIH()LIL.H JuLy 2?“
The Dmamenraf."—'.fumb sab A salo exhibition of o

. ThRDUGI- Aucust 18
Eyzanrme Thmgs in the World. -

* THROUGH AucusT 25
hﬂ'e Surfeah;m

. Ti.F'O.JGlM AUGUST ]30
Sno Sl.rr.'n y Park b‘nwaven itg.fﬂ'

. Tumuc.n Srr%rwa:n 8
The Tool at Hand. The exhibition st

+ ThroueH OcToser 27
Through Soviet lewish E}fe: Photography, Wi:rr and

H‘n.' Hofumust Holocaust Miseum He

ston exhil

. Tv-wc. UGH Jpwunm 'H 2014
namei Angmlu and Aaron Parazett Mural. See

X awndale Art Ce
ails

* Jl nE T=JuLy 10
Orogenesis. |
ligital photorraph

+ June 2-AvcusT 25
Faking It: Mampu!ared P.i'rorngmphy be.fare
Pn‘mm_i-‘mp y al 13y be

arg
. JuNE 9 SEPTEHEJ"R 22
James Tun’eﬂ The bg."lr msm‘e A special exf
Turrell's >| ased insta 2
stan niah.ore for details

RADIO

After Hours: Queer Radio with Attitude features the
OMZ (Queer Music Zone) with Jimmy Carper. Sunday
mornings, midnight-3am. KPFT 90.1 FM « kpft.org +
713/526-5738

Queer Voices. Features, news, music, iNTErvVIews, reviews,
and commentary, Monday nights, 9-11pm. KPFT 90.1 FM -
kpft.org « 713/526-4000

FILM
* THROUGH JUNE 28

Call for Shori Filmsv T ire Center Houston

-.JI|J1I| |h Call 7

age and pbservarce of ail trafic

Always remember, what happens in the corners, stays in
the comners.

reche of West Houston

Mabil il PORSCHE

Did you know...
that 1in 3 are without health
insurance in Harris County and

that thousands of those are LGBT?

,Inc. eliminates barriers

or | -L-h| women and trans-men

To learn more, visit us at: www.LHlhouston.org
Or follow us on Facebook at: LHI - Houston

CutSmartMagazine.com JUNE 2013
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TﬂE ELECTRIC CHATRT

Since 1099

CUSTOM TATTOOS
| BODY PIERCING !

Thanks for voting us Houston’s
BEST tattoo & plercrng studm'

Sill. OFF \- 7/ AD

I 8722 Richmond Ave. @ Fondren |
I wwwelectricchairce ~ 713-780-3500 |

O . S — — —

DutSmart Readers’
Choice Award 2007-2012

515 Westheimer 713 524-7858

www hairsalonhouston com
Mon. - Fri. i0am - 7pm | Sat 10am - Spm | Sun. Closed
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I da Monmrose Cumic, 11am-6pm; Lecacy Lvons Cunec, 1-5pm,
en confinued from previous page Mio Sea, 5-9pm, 611 Hyoe Park Pus, 6:30-9pm =

Lecacy MonTrose Cuinic, | 1am-6pm; LEGacy
pim; WiaLcreens—-Montrose, 4-8pm; Clus

, G- I|.-'r- Crystal Night Club, 10pn

JAYS: Lecacy MownTrose Cupac, 1am

Cunie, 1=5pm; WALGREENS

pm.; Guava Lame, &

¥5: Lecacy Monrrose Cusac, 11am

T Lt acy Lyons Cumic, 1

+ June 15
I Can Dn ﬁnﬂhmg‘ A of f beole & 0

o Jung 24-28
Aurora ﬁ.lternatwe Ftlmmaiung Boot Camp for
Teens. Aurora Picture ]

D, B3 JF
apm; CLus
m; TC's SH W=

Hendar.pnp g

gacytestingservice
AND OTHER FUN THINGS + WEEKLY (SUNDAYS)
= June 8-19 The anen 5 Gruup 1 ferminust group for all women
Galveston Juneteenth Celebrations. The slanc 0:15am. Fir tarian Un hurch's Sojourn:

vals, heritage exhibits, an

| mics. test
exas holida
» Jume 19
Houston s luneteemh Celebratmn

TII'\.I.' m 0 Fannim St
. Wrr-( ¥ (Mo MDA\‘-.,’J
EMBody Who!e Health w:llness and Resnllencv

lBT Breast Can(er Surwvurs Suppart Group

ontrose Center, 407 Branard 5t. » montrosecot ";-r-!n;'

» June 21-23

TNENOSECC
DNGOING '3 ‘ ]
. Dnllv (Suu a-Fm ) Helpmg 1rans€enders ﬂmun!{mnus !
I-il‘.r Tesllng Planned P

B Dml.'r {_M.'m Fm )
HI‘J Testing. | It
donatior

! [ . WLLKL\' {Tu»-LrAv }
m. HCHI EMBody: Mindfulness, WE” Bemg Stress
11873-4157 = Reduttmn ranard St

. Drle‘r‘ (MUN —FI'-‘I )
Hl'ul' Tesllng ] Area (

1l UMC, 144 |1--Jw-_-'-.---"-.f_.‘-."-

11 Branard §t, +

Contact about tes

|I'.M ¥ Lyows Cunic (5(
Secwts Bas, 5-9pm; E

The Art of Fitness
by Jerry Morris
Certified Personal Fitness Consultant

Summer specials
June, July, August

35% off

2215 Lawrence St
The Heights
NO gym membership
required

917 886 8844

www.theartoffitnessbyjerrymorris.com

e mﬂy at seal

(800) 592-9058

theartoffitnessbyjerrymorris@gmail.com

——r

|
|

- WE KLY (Thunsmvsj
(enter HI\J’ Suppon Gmup
. duals. b

* WeekLy (Frmi DMS}
HATCH Youth Group. 7pm Montrose Center, 401

* WeekLY (SUNDAYS)
HAT(H \'ouih (.roup Bpm !

e Sk s monir sl

. SFMJ MONTHLY (15T AND 3RD Fl::u}
Positive Brnlhers l.Imted 1 social/support groug

. T“'In-m T. 'r. .E'l~. Sun.)
Parents and Friends uf I.I!‘illlill'ls and Ga!,rs [PFLAG;
Hnusluﬂ educational p

. MLJH HLY (lc. TH' RS.
QutLater. Gay fathers n

. MnN HLY (I-= -aT}
Flrsl Satnrday Arts Markei tists display and sel

.-'I 1Tam-6pm. Wind

'.MUNH-LY (Erm ITU{:s-)
Free Legal Consultatlnns for PWAs. AIDS Fou

)
ustomn and K3

* M(.wllhu (‘2N1J THURS.)

Ryan White Plannang Council. 11
South = rwpchouston.org = 713
SPRY Potluck fu-r Seniors.
401 :

A/C - Heating Service & Sales

www.tejasair.com

m 832.287.6117

o R tejasair@sheglobal.nel  racavoosios

National Leather Association-Houston. |
7pm. Montrose Center, Room 106 « B32,/74:
. MOHTHL‘( (zwo SAT.)

Natmnaltealher Association-Houston. |«

520-+materials, Locations vary, bit

¢ MonTHLY (3RD SUN,. )
LOAF Meet and Greet. | esbian
for munchies and fel I”\\n
1ard St « loathouston.org
* MonTtHLy (3rD Tues.)
Mfected Cummumw cummmee

= # t
lanning Lol .'I WO, TV

White |

* MQ';JT.HL.Y (3ro WED.)
Lug Cal:m llepubli:ans.
theimer + facebook.c

= MonTHLY (3RE Tu
HIV Testing. 1pm. Ho

..|:l||-.~_:

EMBody To tnnh or Nul tn Cook

raw food

Tontce ¢ e
Share wuh PFLnG Hauston

(e
t. Stephen

8Os W. / |JL.- ma = pflaghot
. Mnmmv (3n|:: Fri.)
Trlp[e D: Dykes, D;rlner and ﬂlstuss:un- ffers din

. qu HLY (3F'D Sa.r )
DIS(O\TEF" Green Flea by Night.

IFICH THIOTE
= discovery |

« MoNTHLY (41H Sun 3

Share with the [Iear Lake sateflite of PFI.AG

Hnuslnn

A {

custom web .j..,

Sig
, SB0 Seryiee O

CUSTOM WEB
DESIGN

TOP THE SERRCH
ENGINES

10 YERRS
EXPERIENCE

R+ RAATED
WITH BBB

EH 1 -ESD 9543 |~

[y A+
2 B

—

FuAd your A
vie. . 5 N\

REVOLUT{ON E

THE BEST BRaAaNDE IN

Fask - 20MPH, fun,
rides Like a bike
- no sweak!

Test Drive one l’odaj ak:
REVOLUTION E : Electric Bike Store
1544 Westheimer Rd = [?13)5?3 2453
www.RevolutionEBikes.com

7/ ANDY’S ALL-STAR

PEST CONTROL
—713-732-7742

Complete Pest Control Service
6 Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Control

This is Termite Swarming Season
Call us to Protect your Investment

Call
Andy

for a free quote

¥ s

Doy o
/* lnw Sassie - fumer
TPCL# 13558 p

COMMERCIAL
& CORPORATE
BT

COMMERCIAL SERVICES
DUE DILIGENCE - LAND

WWW.OZENECC
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Photas by
Daiton DeHart

PFLAG - HATCH "Pinstripas and
Pearls” Spring fundralser

April 26

Go on. Take ‘em off. You know you want to.

Your feet cghloak and feel great in time for some ... bare fun!

Dr. JamesReaIS * | fo sy ren tdel| 281.395.FEET(3338)
Dr. Jeanna Mascorro 1331 W. Grand Parkway N. #140 - Katy, TX
Your Total Foot Care Specialist, PA www.KatyFootCare.com

Why Wait?

SUMMER
SHAPE-UP

JOIN NOW

PRIDE

SPECIAL
1/2 OFF

or 2 for 1

HRC 1éth annual
“Lovea Not Hate" gola

April 27

Feeling good about yoursel
HE and how you look is the key.
PRIME RIB AU JUS 4 . We can help you get there

. = with a pragram just for you.
SAT. & SUN. BRUNCH B « _ Call Today!

CATERING S b USTON GYM
e 1501 Durham
STEAKS  WINE = SEAFOOD = COCKTAILS 4412 WASHINGTON, HOUSTON, TX 77007

322 Westheimer at Taft | 832.623.6467 | www.lacasadelcaballo.com 713.880.5111 . . 713.880.919]
11am-10pm Mon.-Thurs. | 11am-11pm Fri. & Sat. | 11am-5pm Sun. Brunch 7( et 1 www.houstongym.com

LA CASA DEL CABALLO

FINE MEXICAN STEAK HOUSE

FEATURING
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Lazarus House 201

.i?uhIEASH YOUR PRIDE;
UNLEASH YOUR: PRINTS - oo

- s PRouDLY SUPPORTING THE LGBT CoMMUNITY SINCE “96

— 713 '528.1201 * 1201-F WESTHEIMER
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WWW.COPYDOTCOM.COM

difficulty mane

suvering the federal
financial aid process. “Although non-
traditional families are becoming the
norm among Americans, the FAFSA

is not keeping up,” NerdWallet said
“The convoluted government [I.Illll'l"\'\'lrl'k
caters toward nuclear families, making
it difficult for LGBT families,

families, and students seeking

immigrant

depe '|l|"|‘-l.'. override for a neg
parent

FAFSA presents -'.l',‘.|':L'.|IE=.-' with four
options when it comes to their parents
|~.;_.[|.l- I'-.l.‘I'Il'l:-!'l-|1|.||"'_l--.],
, divorced/s

Although a student’s same-sex parents

eparated, and widowed

may be legally married in their state

FAFSA, being a federal form, does not

sshian marriages

and fore forces the applicant to
check “single '_|| d onlv list one parents

income information, This complication

often makes it difficult to fill out the

ipplication correctly, increasing the

student’s chance of being rejected from
federal aid
['he NerdWallet FAFSA guide seeks

the form a much

L0 make Compietlng
smoother process by providing step

hy-step instructions from financial aid

The Defense f Marriage Act

after death, as long as that spouse 15 a
U.S. citizen as well. As a result—as in
the Buggery Act—the estate was not

simply handed over to Windsor, Spyer’s

closest kin. Rather. she was foreed to

pay over $363,000 in federal taxes on
the inheritance of her wife's estate. *If
'hea was Theo, | would not have had to
pay that

a terrible injustice, and 1 don't expect

" Windsor explains. “It's just

that from my country. I think it’'s a
mistake that has to get corrected.”
And trying to correct it, she is
Windsor has taken her case all the way
to the U5, Supreme Court, in the soan-
to-be historic United States v. Wi

University of Texas Associate Professor
of Sociology Mary Rose said in a panel
n on DOMA that the mam

question before the court is, “Does a

discus

good-enough reason exist to have this

law, or is it solely discriminatory?”
“The prineiple involved, on the

part of people who don’t like same-

sex marriage, is that by people of the

same sex marrying each other, we

will endanger the marriages of people

who are not of the same sex,” Carla

officers to help clarify the application for

Although students of LGBT parents

non-traditional fan

must still check “single” for their parents’
marital status, the guide recommends first
determining the “custodial” parent in the
family. If the student only lives with one of
their parents, that parent is automatically

the “custodial” parent. If two parents are

living in the home, determine which parent

contributes more financial support to the

student and then use that parent’s income
and asset information to fill out the form
Do not include the “non-custodial”
parent in the applicant’s reported

household size unless that “*non-custodial”

parent recd s more than fifty percent of
their financial support from the "custodial’

parent and lives in the same home as

th lent. Instead, report the financia

1e student receives from the

‘non || 11" parent under the category
it untaxed income

I'he guide alzo advises students of
LGBT parents to contact their university's

financial aid office, explain their family

situation, and inquire if they have any

university-specific protocols

For a full list of instructions

her advice on filling out
the free NerdWallet guide at nerdwallet

"

com/nerdscholar/faf

feuide. —Megan Smith

Petievich, a UT visiting

Studies said in

professor of Asian
the panel presented to UT

students, faculty, and the Austin public
this April. “But when DOMA passed, of
course, the people who pushed for this
legislation said it's a strong statement
against the immorality of same-sex
marriace.”

,‘\,:_1]|_|:lti_'|| the final decision is in
the hands of the Supreme Court, even
the man behind the signature on the
DOMA bill has changed his mind on the

legislation, *Over the years, I was forced

to confront the fact that 'll‘|I|JiL- who Oppose

equal rights for gays in the marriage
sphere are basically acting out of concern
for their own identity, not out of respect
for anyone else,” Clinton said earlier this
VEar.

The United Kingdom Parliament
Act 1n 1967, Now

it's up to the Supreme Court of the United

repealed the Buggery

States to do the same, Are we ready to
move on from the Dark Ages?

For testimonials, possible outcomes,
and more coverage on DOMA, visit
onthepreeipiceofeguality.blogspot.com
Megan Smith also writes about two new
LOGBT documentaries,
Threads and Breaking Through, in this
tssue of OutSmart magazine.

Unbreakable

A BIGGER MINI
THAT BEAR-HUGS
CORNERS

IS NOT NORMAL.

The four-door MINI Countryman
with seating for up to five and
available all-wheel drive:

MOMENTUM MINI

10000 SOUTHWEST FWY
HOUSTON, TX 77074-1202
888-777-4081

MOMENTUMMINI.COM
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Out at TUTS presents Spamaio!

Q PHO S

SAIGON

The Delicious & He r:!thv Alternative for # Busy Lifestyle!

Specializing in Savory Beef, Chicken & Egg Noodle Soups, Steamed Rice Plates and Vermicelli Bowls.

2808 Milam 5St., Ste, D (between Drew & Tuam) * 713.524.3734 * PhoSaigonNoodleHouse.com
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713. 284, 8808 « MWW EDAYPOSTCARDS, CQJI‘I

Choose the
Hotel witha
Beachfront Pool. =

Voted “Best Local Hotel” il

by OutSmart Readers
L]
o
AL,

37th & Seawdll ‘
Galveston Island |
mmodoreonthebeach.com |

Commobore

On bhe Beach

-

SPECIAL

“Prescriptive $175 Value
Program Design”
with nutrition and exercise programs

Shane-Michael
Doughty rriT-cPFT

= 22 years of Fitness  sCertified Personal Trainer,
Industry Experience.  Fitness Choreographer
® 16 years as a and National Presenter
Fitriess Facility Owner.  featured on MTV!

[832)443-3488 | 1210 W. Clay, 5te.4 = Houston 77019 | coachkimmie.com

00.231.9921

UEL-:L» JZ_S

q C
ADVERTISING!

D A r\
BRANDING
RHOTOGRAEHY;
HHMFMME
IRADESSHOWS
;yJ_;.._-w.;a:rJﬁ,u
RR p IUR]
USER ___1,-' E

~ Iy =¥

A division of Lanz & Swinney, LLC.
lanzandswinney.com

G ABDMIN

TING SERYIC

LanzSwinney

A FAMILY OF COMP \ NIES
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), ) Get a Family Deal
L ..fom Family!

Photas by
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Momentum

& Sanic Automotive Dealership

DS PROSRiES Kern Of i ) ’ - (a ' MARRIAGE e (| 1 i : 1 AUDI R8 V10

DJs" at the Usual | . JUALITY

|y ]
LN ‘
\ - :
—
p

twenty-one

midlane

Michael Schwartz at Momentum Audi treats
0 R s ! P the needs of each individual customer with

CONTEMPORARY EXTERI
EXTRAVAGANT INTERIO e Yl St 4w trand b

PRIVATE WINE STORAGE « CONFERENCE RODM « MEDIA RODM | _ L& cialist, he enjoys the chalenge of mesting

and exceeding those standards each and

B CLUBROOM = BARK PARK « PODL/HOT TUB « PARKING GARAGE pr TN B it o dearonetiats
L VIV FITNESS CENTER « COIRTYARDS ¥/ TV & GRILL AREAS B . his commitment to excellence!

— . 4 : 2315 Richmond Ave. @ Kirby
713.622.2120 | www.2121midlane.com - 713.909.4742 (talk/text)

Professionally Monaged by MORGAN rand michael.schwartz@momentumaudi.net

r* T REAC el
SOUTH BEACH | PEO

HAND CAR WASH 8 DETALCENTER | | TV COUNCIL

'ﬂ"W-.ﬁﬂYﬂ_.aluthﬂTx 77019 | Tel: (713) 529-3444 AT LARGE POSITION 3
WWW.SOUTHBEACHAUTOSPA.COM - R

o _..A -

ALIIODALNI

Mike Copenhaver Marc Ruiz
Broker / Realtor Realtor
713-528-4963 832-419-8484

MikeCopenhaver @remax.net MarcRuiz@remax.net - e at %
i “Creating opportunities for all our citizens is

ALIMIgYaN3d3a

® Each Office | my goal.| want to assist in making Houston a

RVM“ Independentiy Owned m | national model for how a city should be run.

y 2626 Richmond Ave. | With your help, we can make that happen.”
Metro  Houston, Tx 77098 REALTOR ' - Jenifer Rene Pool
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SANDWICHES

Greenspoint Area , Beltway B and |45
INSIDE THE LOOP, West Rd. Exit
M-F 11-6 pm | Sat 11-5 pm

-
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37 |

I

MainelySandwiches.com %ﬁ: 281.820.8920
Catering for 10 to 500!

Lobster Rolls made fresh at your meeting/event!

oA VAo T A o o T o o o o o o v o h e v o

D@ggy « Wonderland com

u

- e

Clue ’Dugﬁﬂdmﬁ

'Dng Collors ® Loosles ® Korwesses

Dog Buds @ Dng. Appe
Al Ntinab Tresis

Pt Fumitine @ EE.
Plus Kitty
Products tfool

 1.866.280.1818

4 wwwlccebook com/ »
PogayinWonderiand

]
.....O-.\..m'
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Thank you Galveston for voting me:
“BEST REALTOR IN GALVESTON" OuiSmart Reoders’ Choice Awards 2012

GALVESTON!

ONE OF THE TOP 20 HOME PORTS IN THE WORLD

S AR R A

Come see 1615 Postoffice, Galveston circa 1898, in the heart of
East End Historical District, 3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths...$294,500!

David Bowers, Rrartor
The House Company

S 409/763-2800

SrEmIreETm

Diavid@David Bowers.com

Right now is the perfect opportunity to be proud of who
you are; to be compassionate to yourself and to others;

and to show gratitude to those you love and truly appreciate.

Thank you again to my OutSmart readers for voting
me best astrologer again for all of these many years.”

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by QutSmart Readers

LILLY RODDY
S0 0 O 0

ASTROLOGER
o OO0 O O

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

< Past Life Regressions

< Reiki Master

< Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

GIFT CERTIFICATES » CREDIT CARDS

713.529.5842

lillycath@aol.com » www.lillyroddy.com

X
i L]
pusiness News

itchey]
+BobW

j_.: OME Fu HNISHINGS

OPEN SUMMER 2018
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Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams,

The Inside Will Help You
Breathe Easier. The Outside
Will Take Your Breath Away

By Duane Wells

erms and bacteria are everywhere—that's a
fact. Now what's the solution? You can contro
what you touch, what you eat, and even the

leanliness of your environment. But air? Well, that's a

trickier affair

Up until recently, my only experience with air fil
tration systems had not proved particularly impressive,
Every example that | saw was either too huge, too loud,
toa cumbersome to
deal with, or just too
plain ugly.

Then one day,
| tuned into a seg
ment of Elien and
found myself trans-
foved as she talked
about the air purifier that she uses in her studio. It's
called Airocide and it's neither bumbling nor clumsy
looking. In fact, it's quite chic

slim and sleek, with dimensions and design that
allow it to blend seamlessly with any décor, Airocide
resides comfortably at the intersection of function
and fabulous. Add to that the fact that Airocide was
developed by NASA, approved by the FDA, has been
shown to substantially reduce the presence of bacteria
and mold {up to 75% in households), fights nasty
pel odors, and is a stylish solution to fixing that tricky
prablem with all the particles and gases that pollute
the air we breathe daily

Stylishly cleaner air? What's not to love about that?
Now that you know better, it's time to do better

Find out more about Airocide at
www.airocide.com/ellen.

Same sex.
e treatment.

Equality is my policy.

M Larry B. Lipton
'S' (281) 580-2510

Alistate

SOUTHSIDE

ESPRESSO

FEATURING LOCALLY ROASTED COFFEE
#* DAILY SPECIALS |

BEER & WINE

chl)

713.842.9990 = 904-C Westheimer @ Grant 51, (Bahind Lk

www.SouthSideEspresso.com

0

ORGANIX

CLEANING

Family-Owned
Clean & Green
Simple & Safe

Callar emailtoday tosetup a
consultation faryour home.

Joy® OrganixCleaning.com
713-927-2419

OrganixCleaning.com

GOES
WITH
BLACK.

INTRODUCING MINI PACEMAN.
With go-kart handling, loun
for four and a sophisticat

MSRP starting at $23,900.*

MOMENTUM MINI
10000 SOUTHWEST FWY
HOUSTON, TX 77074-1202
888-777-4081

MOMENTUMMINI.COM

thorized MINI MINI USA,

on of BMW of No ica, LLC.
The MINI name, model names and logo are
registered trademarks.
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ACCOMMODATIONS

FullyFurnished Corporate Apartments}
. g i

AUTOMOTIVE SALES

BIG STATE
Very FAMILY friendly

-$4,00

www.BigSiateAu toSales.com
713-861-6388

CLEANING /MAID SERVICE

' Kaehler Cleaning Services

saional )
nca 19950 s

"Continually the best!’
Gall John 713/861-6181
kingkaehler@stbcolobal.net

Prt
Get Fast In-Home Help

Troubleshooting
Tune-ups - Tutorials

PC HomeTech
832.496.9246

QutySmart

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Advertising Sales Reps

Successful candidates must be organized,
seif-motivated, energabic, outgo 3
and experienced in advertising and market-
ing sales, Email resume lo Employment@
OutSmartMagazine.com, Fax

Social
Source

Chelsea@TheSocial-Source.com

832-606-4163
1225 Willard Suite 3
Houston TX 77006

{@spennington)

Available
for Clubs,
Private Parties,
& Spacial
Events

e -
';;ﬁ’

713-927-7301
bookings. DI SPennington@gmail.com

GRIEF SUPPORT
GROUP FORMING

for Parents o
Who HaveLOSt
Chrild |

Toni Alex, LCS

July 6, 2013 « 1pm-230pmm
3334 Richmond Ave,, Ste. 204,
Houston TX 770598

540 per/person (cash only)
SIGN-UP @ ToniAlex.com

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

ol I
LTherapeutic
_ Massage
{ _‘:&Bi’)d}'\\'ﬂf}l

qa__lauiar Cantu, LMT
' © 713/515-5665

Beep Tissue » Swedish = Sporis

jcantumassagework@gmail.com
JavierCantu.MassageTherapy.com

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

‘ | Reward Yourself]

A NIGE TOUCH, RELAXATION
OF RODY AND MIND BY

LEE

832.978.7017

Massage by L.T.
| SPECIAL $4958

&0
Galleria and Heights
281-973-7319
WEzm to 10 pm. by dppt gobe

T ] www.latinomassagebyijt.com

Tim « 832.652.1206 |{%

1232 West Gray St.
Houston, TX 77019
www.timmassage.com

Roman Body
Massage

-
MASCULINE MALE THERAPIST
OFFERING:

Hot Towel Treatment, Hot Stone Treatment,
& Aromatharapy included in all sesshons!

Brian, LMT
Licensed Massage |'|1L,‘[.,|p':\al
-806-2199

www, Romanbody.com

MASSAGE & BODYWORK
THAT MASSAGE GUY - R]

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

» Swedish
* Deep Tissue S5
« Relaxation

Last Appl.
at g pm:

)

GaLLEriA Area 713-992-2265
thatmassageguy rj@yahoo.com

RELAX HOUSTON

MASSAGE THERAPY

@ssage THerapy
HEep TISSUE » SWeDISH

ROBERT rMT
[713] -6230

es.google.co te/robertrmt

Awesome
:ﬂASSAGE B.-i-s PA

fSwedish Massagel 5oft/ Deep Tissue Massage

S Sparts M:;;’:a'qé- Pain qul."-"F—a{idls ol
‘Saunas - Table Showers w/ Exfoliation
Detoxing/Slimming Treatments

5607 W. Sam Houston Plwy. 5.
Ste. C & Bellaire Blvd.

626.367.8321 - res0B61 mEame.com

y y
f'/(r.’.af.r . "{‘(-”.urr'_p'r
“In The Heights ™
Maturity and experence. Great rates. Relaxing,
therapeutic massage (n private
the Hesghts, 10 am - 9 pm waek I
weekends 12-10 pm. Call for appointment,
Byron 713/202-9786, Visit my website at
classi age com 4 hands available

You Deserve It!

Massage by Paul .11
Swirdish + Daep Tiasue

NEW LOCATION!

281-827-2908

Paulrmt@att.net

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

Massage Th

ﬂeade'rs' Choice

* Sports
* Swadish

* Deep Tissue

* Trigger Point

2705 V2 Bammel Lane
713/249-1469

* BOOK ONLINE *
RiverOoksMosageCenter massagstherapy.com

et a Duinde 8 www BestRatesMoving.com

| REAL ESTATE FOR SALE |

GALVESTON PROPERTIES
B01 218t a . Raisad 10-p

Q-plax. 8

1615 POSTOFFICE
1898 V) b £294 5

S .Elélﬁ %l':ITH .-
David Bowers, Realtor
409-763-2800
david @davidbowers.com

POOL SERVICES

WAXING * SHAVING * TRIMMING

L

by Appointment Only

713/397-3245
waxingunwantedhairb@gmall.com

4, YouBuy e Assrble |
gFired Up Assemblers

rated by Firefighters

» Swing Sets
» Furniture

» Game Tables
= Trampolines
» Gazebos & Grills
» Port, Basketball Goals
» Exercize Equipment
& Much More!

832.726.3505

www.FiredUpAssemblers.com

REED’s |
Still your friendly
neighborhood key

shop, just a liftle
further down the road.

1307 C Yale Street » 713-523-2927

[ SERVICES BN 2 SERVIGES |

| ANY DOOR
' Repair / Replace
QOver 47 years experience!
Texas Door Experts

832-302-0069

Thank you for supporting
OutSmart advertisers!

H N A L EEESE RS-

MAMMLILIINEGE

18+ No tisbility. Resirictions apely. a

ALL ACCESS FREE TRIAL!

713.590.9090
other cities 1.877.510.3344
1.900.255.5757 $25/100min

hardlinechat.com

SQUIRT

Hot 'n hermny hookups.

y FREE to listen
& reply to ads!

FREE CODE:
s Out Smart

For Ihnr Ia:ulnumlnrs call:
1-888-MegaMates™

MacaMatesil
ngahale

MARKETPLACE
AD RATES
Deadline; June 17, 2013 for the

AN leciia Dirrdnr b & el s
3 Issue. Order one and pay

-;u!'r Ul
by VISA, MC, AMEX, or Discover,

F mation,

et 10
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ACCOMMODATIONS

—__ BICYCLES/BICYCLE REPAIRS

Blackbird Farm Lodging
BlackbirdFarmTexas.com .............
Commadore On The Beach
CommaodoreOnTheBeach.com..800,231-9921
L'Emerson Corporate Lodging
.Lemerson.net

713/818-9766

The Victorian Condo/Hotel
6300 Seawall/Galveston ............ 800/231-6363

—__ ACCOUNTANTS/CPAS

Gary M. Gritz, CPA

3310 Katy Fwy, Ste 310 .ceerernes
Guardian Accounting Services
4545 Post Oak, Ste 203.......cocc..... 832/ 730-1073

ADVERTISING

713/784-3030

Media-A Team

.~mediadeam.com
Laanwlnney Design Gruup
3017 N. Durham, Ste 110
DutSmart Magazine
3406 ABdUDON 1o eecssecmssnrnnes T1 3/ 520-T237

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

_713/979-4500

Te}as Air
. 832/287-6117

APARTME NTS{LEASING; LOCATORS
2121 Mid Lane

2121 Mid Lane ..ot TV3622-2120
Chateau Dijon Garden Aparimenis

5331 Beverly Hill . TY3/626-3660

ARTISTS/ART GALLERIES :

Archway Gallery

2305 Dunlavy.....cii
Buchanan Gallery
302 25th, Galveston
The Menil Collection
1533 Sul ROSS...... e rameecsareen

713/522-2409
.-BuchananGallery.com

113/525-9400

ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy Astrology

713/529-5842

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
Katine & Nechman
LAWKNLOOM oo s eririm s
Law Offices of Mark B. Levin
3605 Katy Fwy, #104 ... 281/445-9990
Moore and Hunt Attorneys at Law
MooreandHunt.com.................713/522-4282
Pursley McNamara & Flint PLLC
FortBendAtty.com . ... 281-969-5452
Elyde Williams, Mtnrm!y

713/808-1000

- T3/136-0064
—____ AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

Tech Auto Maintenance

ITWaugh ... reccinsiciiinnincc 113/863-8244
AUTOMOTIVE SALES

Advaniage BMW/Midtown

2101 San lacinto @ Gray........ T13/289-1200

Forl Bend Kia

16633 SW Fwy/Rosenberg...........B66/979.7496

Momentum Audi - Michag| Alan Schwartz
2315 Richmond ... e 113/909-4742

Momentum Mini

10000 SW FWY eccvicicnse e BOD/557-5574
Momentum VW

2405 Richmond........cooeree 713/596-3500
NexCar Auto

20515 145 N oo eersomr e 281 19770202

Planet Lincoln
PlanetLincoln. com.. ..o
Porsche of West Houston

11890 Katy Fwy ... Houston. PorscheDealer.com
Sterling McGall Acura

BHB8-621-7952

10455 SWFWY ..o 11315962365
Sterling McCall Fiat
10505 SW Fwy..... . 113/981-3921

Texan Dodge/Jeep - Adam Baza
18555 Hwy 59N, Humble.............281/468-0742

BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES
Acadian Bakers
604 W, Alabama......iiiiciin T13/520-1484

What's the Occasion? Creative Cakery
WhatsTheOccasionCakery.com . 832/273-1840

148 JUNE 2013

Revalution E
1544 WeStheimer . .o

CARPET CLEANING

713/523-2453

Carpet Touch

CarpetTouch com ... ... 261/362-4000
CAR WASH/DETAILING

South Beach Auto Spa

REWGRY. . L T13/529-3444

i CATERING SERVICES
Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2BIN EASTMAN 1civecsiinianisiisissssssisians

House of Dereon

1550 WebSter. ... .. T3 TT25175
CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS

Bering Memariz! United Methodist

1440 Harold ...... 113/526-1017

Cathedral of Hope

4606 Mangum ...

Integrity Houston

713/802-2860

. TI3/956-0600

17 Texas......... . IntegrityHouston.org
Living Mosaic Church
4920 Cullen ..o icerse i 832/ G59-0686

Resurrection MCC
2025W 1ith.. .. .713/861-9149
5t Paul's United Methodist Church

S50 M. e vimiiermimmimes T 13/ 5280527
Ieteo

1601 Sunset Blud.........
—_____ CLEANING SERVICES
Organix Cleaning

OrganixCleaning.com ... LT13/827-3667
Perfection Plus
PertectionPlusHouston.com........
) CLOTHING
Fashion Studio

111 Westheimer............

—..leteohouston.org

713-664-9911

... 113/529-3667

Settlement
...3939 Montrase, Ste M
COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
AssistHers

~Assisthers.org
Bermg Dmega {:nmmuntly Ser'rlces
; ..Deringomega.org
Bnring Suppnrt Nalwnrl
E I 13-526-1017, ext.20
Hnustun Frlrje Sand

L .. HoustonPrideBand.org
lee Consortium
LIVECONSOrtium.org ...

PRIDE Houston

713/861-5483

PrideMouston.org
Te:ms E:es LI‘:!IT Alumni Network
... TexasExes org/labt

EOMPI.ITEI!SIINTERNET,"IT SERVICES

Computer Services by Bruce
ComputersByBruce.com ...

Computer Wiz
3017 Durham, Ste 110...,

Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer... ............... T13/528-1201
DATING SERVICES

ngh Splrlts Gay Speeﬂ Dating
-www.highspiritsdating.com

T13/7125-2230

e 113/979-4500

Arena Theatre
ArenaHouston.com ... ...
Bayou City Concert Musicals
BayouCityConcertMusicals.org
Bavnu Musln Centar
LiveNation.com

. 713/772-5900

...B00/745-3000

Club Fresh & Cafe

5757 Westheimer - B32251.6392
Eagle Houston

213 MM coeeimsrmsrersmssssennee 7 13/ 236-BT77

Galveston.com
888/GAL-ISLE

.G-éur-ge Iftmmtry énmts. .Ba'r -

617 Fairview .. T13/528-8102

Grand 1894 Dnela Huuse

wnssnanes TNEGIENG.COM
Guaua anp
570 Waugh.... .713/524-3359

Hobby Canter
TheHobbyCenter.org

House of Blues

1204 Caroling ...

House of Dereon

1550 Webster

Houston Ballet
HousionBallet.org.......
Houston Grand Opera
HoustonGrandOpera.org/out
JR's/Santa Fe

BOB PRCGHIC. ... ccccrnriersnminmerinne F134 5212519
Merry Gay Consultants Launch Party

6400 Richmond.......merrygayconsultants.com
Mataor

1306 Genesee

Montrose Mining Eun‘lpﬂl’i]‘
BO5 Pacific :
Ranch Hill Saloon

24704 |-45 N/Spring

The Room Bar & Lounge
4915 FM 2520, Spring.
Rudyard's

2010 WaURH et isissicsisiniinnns TT3[521-0521
Socialy for the Performing Arts

713{315-2525
B66/625-4586

.’i.i_. J12-5175
_T13-227-2787

. 113/ 228-6737

- T13/521-0123
.715{529-7488
. 281/298-9035

281/907-6866

SPAHOUSIOM, OTE: csuisssssnimssinionsec 1 13/ 2274772
South Beach

B0 PAGIC ... ccrcrorsremmnmssmrssssnrenses 13/ 529-7623
Theatre Under the Stars

TUTSIE0M (i rissiensiessiienneine 113/ 558-TUTS

Tony's Gorner Pocket

BITWDallas. .o 832/ 7227658

__ _FINANCIAL PLANNING/BANKS
Midtown Financial/Grace Yung
1355 Alabama, Ste 230,
Wells Fargo Bank

713/353-94833

- wellsfargo.com

____FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS
Anytime Fitness

1102 YAIR..covrv e mersmessesmmasemenseens 113 869-3222
Club Houston

2205 FaNMIN oosoivienss nsaninsnss 113/ 659-4998
Fit Athletic Club

FitHouston.com , weie TTR/STAYFIT

Formula Fitness ﬂnnleﬂc c u

CoachKimmie.com ... B32/443-3488
Houston Gym
1501 Durham . 713/880-919]

Shang-Michael Eluughljl. PFIT-CPFT
1616 Baall... corssmsessesenss B33/ 4433488

FLORISTS

DESIGN & GRAPHIC SERVICES
Graphics by Cindy
GraphicsbyCindy.com....

- 281/650-9543

EDUCATION/TRAINING
HEC Coleman College

ColemanConnection.org
HCC inta rigr E.‘raslgll

it - Central HOCS edu,/iDesign
WEII Dnne [:nnking Classes

WellDoneECC.com .. 032/ 782-3518

ENTERTAI r_i_@_g_mj u! GHT LIFE

drd Coast
2416 Postoffice, Galeveston.........
Alley Theatre

AlleyTheatre.org .

409/ 765-6911

. 713/220-5700

OutSmarth: agazine.com

David Brown Flowers

1180 Uptown Park........coornn T13/664-0466

_________FOOD & SPIRITS

Bud Light

e -Budlight.com
I(utel Elne '.I'mllca

... Facebook.com, ketelone

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Earthman Funeral Directors
EarthmanBellaire.com............
Majestic Sea Burials
MajesticSeaBurials,com ...
Pal H. Foley & Co. Funeral Home
1200 W 38H......ooconreimvenesnesseneen 1 13/ B69-6261

713/667-6505

B32/364-5517

GARDEN/NURSERY SUPPLY
Buchanan's Native Plants
611 E 11th . T13/861-5702

Joshua's Native Plants

504 W 1B T13/B62-7444

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS

NU-Culs Hair Salon

515 Westheimer.., ~T13/524-7858

HEALTH CARE- (HIROPIIMC'IIf

Gomplete Clinie
8313 Southwest Fwy, Ste A-200
1415 Hwy 6 South, Ste A-200......

_ HEALTH CARE-
Tony Carroll, LMSW- ACP
1006 Missouri... e 7 134527-0000
0. “Woodja” Flanlgan. MS. LI”.ﬁ
2600 SW Fwy, Ste 403, - 113/589-9804
Daniel Garza, MD
2323 5 Shepherd, Ste 805
Enod Gray, LCSW, CSAT-S, CGP
2630 Fountainview, Ste 225
Ken McLeod, LCSW, ACSW
5909 W Loop 5, Ste 480
Montrose Counseling Center
441 Branar ;
Montrose Mental Hualth
1527 W Alabama ........ T 13/492-0723
Denise 0'Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCOC, RN
3730 Kirby, 5te 910 wad 13/524-9525
Megan Pollock Therapy
MeganPollockTherapy.com ..
Robert Sneligrove, LMSW-ACP
4617 Montrose, Ste C206
Kimberly Wildes, DrfH, MA, LPC
1458 Campbell, Ste 250A. .. 281/896-1194
Christine Wysong, RN, PMHNF, BC
3310 Katy Fwy, Ste 310 T13/869-7400

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
4000 Washinglom..........cmeene. 113/518-1411
Bristles/Shirley H. Parikh, DDS
701 Shepherd, Ste 102 ...
Robert Lee Bishop, DDS
54959 W. Loop S., Ste 620
FLOSS, Dianna Wilde, DOS

281/495-5866

-281/610-8190
T3/f781-71272
I13/628-1776

. T13/529-0037

B32/724-8477

713/522-7014

713/426-4044

.« 113623231

514 Elgin, Ste A - 713/942-0101
Cory Logan, DDS
530 Waugh..... ... T15/942-8598

Bruce W, Smllh DDS
1006 Missouri.. T13/529-4364

HEALTH cm-mmmw_rs
Alan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch
- 713/942-0923

Ryan Fugate, AMT
RyanMassageWorks.com......... 713/263-7926
Joel Leal, RMT

1 13/397- SBUE

Houston Ew Associates
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD

5420 Dashwood, Ste 101........
Joffe Medi-Center

5420 W Loop 5. ceercreerornn - BB 6B5-6094

__HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS

Boutique Eye Care

2502 Woodhead ... ... mssimcsia

Eye Contact

2055 WeSthEIMET . ...civmeiaamiamses s

Eye Gallery, The

18068 Westheimer ...

Eye 1o Eye

iR g T e

Spectacles on Montrose

4317 Montrose, Ste. 2o oe....

Spring Eye Associates

EyeCandySpectacles.com.. 281/355-9090
~ HEALTH CARE- Pﬂ\'SIfIAﬂ_S

Octavio Barrios, MD

106 Westheimer, Ste A,

Gordon Crofoot, MD

Donnie Harvey, MPAS, PA-C

3701 Kirby, Ste 1230, .. cciiiornien

UT Physicians Health Center

6700 W Loop §, Ste 520........... T13/572-8122

.713/668-9118

713/528-2010
713/520-6600
T13/523-1279
713/864-8822

713/529-3937

713/942-7546

713/526-0005

MeClung Clinic/Tony 5. McClung, MD

1213 Hermann, Ste 520..... . T13/528-3444
Your Total Foot Care Specialist
www.KatyFootCare.com..............281/395-3338
__HEALTH CARE-PLASTIC SURGERY
Facial Plastic Surgery Associates

6655 Travis, Ste 900.............. T13/526-5665
NuJduv Plastic Surgery Center

16605 SW Favy, Ste. 175 281/ 846-4692
—__HEALTH CARE-PODIATRISTS
Your Total FootCare Specialist/Jim Jacobs, DPM
KatyFootCare.com .- 281/395-3338

HEALTH CARE-PSYCHIATRISTS
Maontrose Mental Health/
Christopher L. Bochme, MO
1527 W. Alabama .,

Daniel Garza, MD
2323 § Shepherd, Ste 805 .........

T13/452-0723

281/610-8190

Houston Area Community Services/HACS
2150 W 18th 5t. T 13/426-0027
Legacy Community Health Services

215 Westheimer ... .. T13/330-3000
Physicians Advanced Filness
1150 Westheimer, Ste. 110
Ryan White Planning Council
RWPCHouston.org...... 713{572-3764

___HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE
HEIuhls I}B(ma‘rnlngy & Aesthelic Center/
Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland 713/864-2650
Skin Renalssance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
106 Westheimer, Ste A T 13/943-T546
The Skin Renewal Center

1512 W. Alabama.... - 113/533-0800

—__ HEALTH CARE-UROLOGISTS

-7 13/621-0003

PEST CONTROL SERVICES

MeClung Clinic/Tony 5. McClung, MD
1213 Hermann, Ste 520 113/528-3444

'HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Ashly Fine Rugs

1920 Kirby o T15/426-5454
Coda in the Heights

355 W, 19t . e 713/ 8644411
Eclectic Home

T45 W, 19Hh...cocrusiirmmmimmssiissisnen 113 869-1414

Fired Up Assemblers
FiredUpAssemblers.com..........
Frog al Home
2427 Westheimer...
IKEA

TR0 Katy FoWY cccecingions
Solar X Window Film
Solary.com.. ..o . 713/932-8372

831/726-3505

- 713/B40-0844

713/688-1867

HOME REPAIR/REMODELING

Metro Remodeling Systems
MetroRemodelmgSystems.com 832/688-9256
Primo Qutdoor Living

PrimoOutdoorLiving.com .......... 832/588-7733

__ INSURANCE RGENCIESMGENTS

Pam Ellis/State Farm
5900 Memorial, Ste 301 .
Larry B. Lipton/Allstate
LiptonAZENCY.COM . outinmisiinss inies
David Lorms/Farmers

ETC lester @ Loop 610............. T13/6AB-B669
Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency /Farmers/
Rob Schmerler

6575 W Loop 5, Ste 185.........

—JEWELERS

713/869-7263

.281/580-2510

TJ13/661-T700

W, Marks Jewelers

3841 BEllAIFe....cocoosicisecisenemnrnss 1 13/ 668-5000

Silverlust
1338-C Westheimer................. 713/ 520-5440
LANDSCAPING/LAWN

A.J.'s Landscaping & Design, Inc.
AksLandscapingcom........cwa 7 13/957-0449
Lawn Services of Houston

LawnServices of Houston.com... 713/502-5589
Gienwood Weber
GlenwoodWeberDesign.com ... 713/360-6281

PARTY SUPPLIES

Arne's

2830 HIEKS ..o miieemsinmmmmisssssapinsrirns § 13 869-8321

Andy's All Star Pest Contral
e 1 : 113/732-7742

PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES
Aquarlum Warld
13157 Northwest Fwy.,..

. 113/329-9989

Arne's
2830 Hicks .. e 113/868-8321
Doggy Eanndellann com

B66/280-1818

Lnst Wishesmntmal Huxpice
1302 Walgh ..
Midtown Velerinary Hospital
1434 W Alabama..

West Alabama Animal Ci-lnit.
2030 W, Alabama.........creemerereeres 1 13/ 528-0818

"PHOTOGRAPHERS ;
Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com
Yvonne Feece Photography
yvonnefeece.com

PLUMBING

T13/452-0474

.« 115-528-4900

T13/622-2202

-.B32/876-1053

U-Plumb-1t

1424 Montrose

Village Plumbing & Appliance
SH0T KirDY coocresmrsinercanen 7 13/224-DRIP( 374T)

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
Zdnﬂ: ostcards.com
621 Richmond ...
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer ...l

W T13/942-2377

T13/124-B808

713/528-1201

REAL ESTATE- MORTGAGE/TITLE
Buildwealth Murlqage
Dougluza.com........
Chicago Title inner Loop
ChicagoTitlelnnerioop.com.......
Zeus Mortgage
1776 Yorktown......c...

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS _
Bob Beszborn/Boulevard Reaity
1545 Heights - 281/850-2726
David Bowers/The House Company
DavidBowers.com/ Galveston ... 409,/763-2800
Mike Copenhavar/ReMax Metro

--832/220-3212
713-418-7000

- T13/275-9587

2626 Richmond ... coveiimecser B32-215-B2 84
Decardi Development Group

Decardi.net... ... 281/412-4195
Karen Dzrrr!!uuhvard Realt\r

1545 Heights.... e T13/B75-7050
Robert Derrfﬁaulevaru Healtv

1545 Heights ... e 113/ B75-7049

Fam Eﬂursnnmulier‘mlllnms
5050 Westheimer, Ste 200.........

Eric Gage/ReMax CityView

713/812-8555

CallGage com .. .- 281/703-9096
Wade Kﬂlghti!ﬂartha 'lurnar Properties
WadeKnight.com.. - T13-582-0264

Debhbie Lavinef!‘iraaﬂwnnd KI ng Properties

e 113/942-6B57
Lynette Lew/Gary Greene
Lynet el eW.COM.. o riercsieriesinit
Ozene Realty Consultants
OzeneConsulting.com.........n
Michelle D. Posey/Gary Greene
MichellePosey.com.................... 113/504-0066
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors

5023 Washington........cumniee T13/B68-7226
Richard Ray/John Daugherty Realtors

520 Post Qak........eermsosssaisessnes 113/ 351-4674

713/582-2202

B32/390-2452

Marc Ruiz/ReMax Metro

2626 Richmond ..o v B52/415-8484
Tom Schwenk/The House Company
TheHouseCompany.com ... ... 713-857-2309

Tim Spears/Texas Top Really
. 113/505-1019

Tim Surratt/Greenwood King
5 1. - 113/320-5881
HJ Tramunta.f.lue Tramnnle Realty

1802 Broadway/ Galveston......... 409/765-9837
Pat Walker/Keller Williams Healt]

5050 Westheimer, Ste 200.......... 713/412-6682
Andy Weber/John Daugherty Realtors

Ly N et fa T S————— ) k.1 L B

__REAL ESTATE-SERVICES
Inspector Bob/John Bob Cromeans
InspectorBobunet..........ociecne. T13/417-6389

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
1308 Cantina

1308 MONLIOSE . covierssaniesansissass
Auntia Chang's

2621 5 Shepherd, Ste 290..........
Ben's Beans

1302 Dallas.........
BRC Gastropulb

519 Shepherd ...
Cafe Brussels

1718 Houstan AVe. ........ccoeereeees
Chelsea Grill

4621 Montrose ....iimmemsns
Cuchara

14 FRIPVIOW ceresiocsssamsnsmmmsaninsens
Dassert Gallery
DessertGallery.com. ...
Gloria's

2616 Louisiana.............
gratifi kitchen + bar
302 Fairview ... .o
Jenni's Noodle House
3111 5 Shepherd...

2027 Post Dak...............
B02E 20th..r e
Katz's Deli & Bar

bl6 Westheimer..........ccouews
La Casa del Caballo

522 Westheimer

Laurenzo's

4412 Washington

Maine-ly Sandwiches
MainelySandwiches.com ...
Nika Niko's

2520 Montrose... eeereeeees 113/ 528-GYRO
Pho Saigon I.'Iatnameu Nnodle House

281/807-8996
713/524-8410
. 13/654-8856
. 713/861-2233
713/222-6996
713/942-9857
713/942-0000
-713-522-9999
[JjOI'iﬂiRESTﬂUFEI'I[S.CDm
832/203-5950

. T13/523-7600
. T13/621-4200
~T13/B62-3344

713/521-3838
. 032/623-6467
. TI3/BBO0-5111

281/820-8920

2808 Milam, Ste D .. - 713/524-3734
Pizza L'Vino
544 Waugh... 13/ 526-1000

Roots Bistra

507 Westheimer............c......713/524-1000

Sorrel
... Sorrelhouston.com
Tacos A Go-Go

3704 Main ...
2912 White Oak_..
Tila's Restaurante & Bar
1171 S Shepherd ..
Woodrow's Heights

1200 Darham...o i

713/807-8226
. T13/864-B226

. 7113/522-7654

713/864-5600

SPECIALTY RETAIL
Erotic Cabaret
1222 Westheimer................. 713/528-4565

Executive Adult Video Superstore & Theater
14002 NW Fwy.. e 154625152
Frazier's
FraziersConcrete.com..............
Light Bulbs Unlimited

1203 Westheimer ...

SURROGACY
3 Sisters Surrngacv

.979/826-3668

T13/521-0330

.. Jsisterssurrogacy.com

TANNING SALONS

Eclipse Tanning
415 Westheimer ...

TATT0OO0/BODY MODIFICATION
Electric Chair Tattoos
8722 Richmond..... ............T13/780-3500

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS
Premier Wireless
12220 Murphy ..... 281/575-8500

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Aquafest GLBT Cruises
AqualestCruises.com ...
Concierge Travel, Inc
4920 Mimosa....
Gayribbean Cruises
GayribbeanCruises.com.......... 877/560-8318

WINDOWS,/WINDOW TREATMENTS
Solar X Window Film
SolarXcom_ . il

713/520-6611

800/592-9058

- T13/661-2117

713/932-8812

Residential & Commercial REALTORY
Accredited Luxury Home Specialist

I take pride in my profession...

RESULTS MATTER!

offthnes

WEALL ESTATE

Buying, selling or leasing . . .
please remember me
for all your real estate needs!

713.582.2202

e www.LynetteLew.com
GREENE Lynctte@LynetteLew.com

iy Mln e i
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SOUTH BEACH EVENTS - PRIDE WEEKEND

Tuesday, June 25- Rock The Runway Fashion Show
Thursday, June 27- Pride Superstar Finale

Saturday, June 29- OFFICIAL After Parade Party.
Sunday, June 30- OFFICIAL Weckend Closing Foam Party

RANCH HILL SALOON

WED - SUN 4PM -

DELI’CIOUS CAFE

ZAM

I .}l Bar & Club Guide

Houston

CLUB CRYSTAL
Fnd (ke the 1

o 13 ENTERTI-\INMENT

THE EAGLE
BLUR Helishals vt

BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM

P sl

CLUB 2020

Hum OF THE COLDEST BEER
& THE WARMEST WELCOME

JOIN US FOR @

Voted One of the Best ?Ic:ces to 2-5tep
& One of the Best Bars - 201

OPEN DAILY IPM-2AM

Your Country Sports Bar

www.GeorgesCountrySportsBar.com

617 Fairview » Houstonl,_Texas « 713.528.8102

Saturdays{&|Wednesday,

Largest Gay Pool Tournament at 8pm

x Open Pool
Lam Tﬂhl es

)
- Lam

150 .

UNE 2013
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ranchhill.com

TAKE YOUR CHANCES ON A
GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD BAR ON |
THE WAY TO YOUR USUAL SPOT

There’s always somet
TC)NY'S TONY'’S CORNER
POQ 4!,& Nightly Specials - Call fc
Cold Beverages & H

817 W. Dallas » 713/571-78
Ample Secure Parking

281-298-9035

'Sundays;

§1.00 Well Vodka
Gpm 3-Ball

FRI-SUN | 213 MILAM ST | EJ\GLEHOUSTDN.CQH | ¢713) 236-8777

'WHO Christopher Robinson

Heré's looking ot you, hids

WHERE: Crocker Bar * 2312 Crocker = 713/529-3355

WHAT'S UP: Celebrating their 5th anniversary
this month, this place is crazy on Sunday Fundays.
Great drink specials all week, &

and Tuesday and Thursday _ Fommerty 2 hause of il repute, his lesbian-owned ne
nights award-winning Karaoke % now has | |

with Mardashian is a can't-miss. W y
: i Recent event photos on
: i A P ' the website:
: 3l " ZH ‘!f‘| v'm_n.N-A-f'. ew location, appeals to fans of 0 mus 1 , Mantrose Softball League
slike, 4624 L/RE1-4104 & : TRAA
GEOR_GE o i g : " = Beaumont

BMCH & Bayou City Women
DRLEANS STREET PUE! AND PﬁTI(} !
| 3 NEewWly renovated

Act OUT/Alley Theatre
Black Tie Dinner

Bryan/College Station

HALO VIDEO BAR

Need a professional photographer for your special
event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202.

Gimmie OSIMI

You can pick up the print version of
OutSwuart magazine the first week of each
month at any one of our 350 distribution
partners. Below are just a few.

b Clear Lake/Webster

CLUB PRIDE

Galveston

3RD COAST DOWNTOWN
Just becausi 15 I0Ve

Clay H
at the
.L'.I||| d Ave. + 713

MONTROSE
Rudyard’s

2010 Waugh + 77006
Re/MAX Cityview
2909 Baldwin S, + TI006

MDNTROSE MINING CDMPAN‘(
”I-"'i!'l||'|'| 5

\I|'|

HEIGHTS
Big State Auto Sales
22000, Shephard Dr, » TTI08 |

RDBERT S LAFITTE

wod bar, th ||

d instrtutio

of re
poo
takes tf

LPPER KIRBY

Glayton Boone
State Farm Ins.
2027 5, Shepherd Dr,
Ste. B = 77019
Giacamo's
3715 Westheimer = 77098

STﬁRS BEACH CLuB
-|'r|\ nta |
Iy stunn

Spring

WEST

Maine-ly Sandwich
10745 N, Frwvy, = TTO37
SLEAR LAKE
Spec’s

1033 West Bay Area Blvd.

= 77550

s & popular spot with pool shatk
aalures include

RANCH HILL SALOON

style patio. 61 I de Park

SOUTH BEACH
|

=T
|t

Maosquito Cafe
628 14th Streat « 77550

d the deep-Montrose
coupant, Cousin's
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COMING OUT-1ide the Loop?
Call me :LM’#{//

Tim Spears
7135051019 [Op Realty

tim@texastoprealty.com

' |

ts started beir e men

(May : ne 21). This
is a very busy birthday time
for you as the sun, Mars, and
Jupiter move through your
sign at the same time. Since
this month marks your per-
sonal yearly cycle, you are
evaluating what you did last
year and what you would like
to accomplish this year. With
Mars, planet of action, mov-
ing through your sign, this is a
great time to start new projects
or confront things that you
need to deal with. Your ruler,
Mercury, is going retrograde
at the end of the month, so
no new projects from June 22
through the end of July. Review
what you already have going,
and deal with that.

® Oak Forest /
GardenQOaks

® (Oaks of Inwood

Spring Branch

® Walnut Bend /
Lakeside Estates

® Energy Corridor

® Jersey Village

EPS Navigafion System

vea sirong

Abundant Green Space
Awesome Shopping/Restaurants
o febend Quality School Districts

or the Mermaids

for some meditation

away from it a

reat manth for
SOMe proj
YOUF sign at
a whole manth
make sure your
will be hearing fr

Easy Access to Inner Loop

3iNing at home, starti g home rep
up chores, or visiting with relatives

2 is [iterally

thase of you bomn Febru:
d, the first part of the r
you will wan

fram act s and |
nid month. Take so

only what really helps ties toward the end of the menth, If you

iave

your friends. Yo month, y children, this can-a be great manth for them dd s — -
making your pej Don't ove Thel"e ’S '
stable place, C at Ous

have more we to them, and that

t Iht, log on t
Is making you be extra cautious, The end of

Life outside
the Loop”

partner to have an adventurel This can be ano
courting or dating time. if you miss this opportunity

152 JUNE 2013 OutSmartMagazine.com




Timmy Mortinez, Ginger Gront George Burch, Ann Reld. Bryon Hiavinka, Chree Boydstun
Keith Mappler of M I - 1K !

Mark C. B even Shannon. Dav DeDe Shelton. John Chakalis Roll Ackerman John Whiteside
Mark Hardy of L and, M f

In-network pricing with most PPO plans
Modern, high-tech environment with a friendly atmosphere
Full-service dentistry & Cosmetic procedures
Provider of =.= Invis & =& invis Lo

Don’t forget to FLOSS!

Rosemary Hennessy and Brion Risdel I e 1

COMPLIMENTARY COMPANION AIRFARE’
+ FREE TEETH WHITENlNG FOR LIFE!

wit v Patient cleaning, exam and x-ray:

plimentary fares apply to the base fare only: All taxes and fees for arine tickets are the sobe responsibility of the passengers. Not Inchuded: U.S. domestic transportatian taw, airport passenger facility charges, security & fuel surcharges and the airline ticketing fee,

CALL TODAY!
713.942.0101

C-i:_-=|=|r.u:::_n:- Reyem, Zochary ms ce Givens, Charlotie Michael Peranteau, Jennie Ash Cora Rudelson Zachory Gresham J(emlll'f-asfnrmu.-' g
Tribble, ond Jay Tribble of & ] 1y vl Leanue Houston Montrose A Porfy. M -

Midtown ¢ 514-A Elgin

Manuel Lara and Ryan J. Clark will - .! ' wiod foshion show af JR's, May 19 - : stopher Cerda ] inley, Brandon Chan ellatier, or -l' R I‘ I “:. .
' G s AT ey e To by s | 4 = AN\ flossdental.com Best Female Dentist:
154 JUNE 2013 OutSmartMaga i | & 9 _- g T 4 Dianna Wilde, DDS "".i" . i i:] @ Dr. Dianna WI|dE

Practice Owner



BruceSmithDDS.com
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BRUCE - SMITH DO
Cosmetic, Reconstructive & Preventive

Dentistry For Adults Since 1981
1006 Missouri Street ® Houston, Texas 77006

713.529.4364
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