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INTRODUCING MINI PACEMAN,

With go-kart handling, lounge seating
for four and a sophisticated take on
iconic MINI design, the new MINI
Paceman is the perfect companion
after dark or any other time.

MSRP starting at $23,900.*

MOMENTUM MINI
10000 SOUTHWEST FWY
HOUSTON, TX 77074-1202
888-777-4081

MOMENTUMMINICOM

*MSRP includes destination and handling charge
of $700 and excludes title, license, registration,
taxes and options. Actual price is determined by
your authorized MINI Dealer. ©2013 MINI USA,
a division of BMW of North America, LLC.

The MINI name, model names and lago are
registered trademarks.
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* Wellness colonoscopy
* Hemorrhoid treatment
* HPV - warts treatment
* Anal canal cancer screening

* Minimally invasive surgery for colon and

rectal diseases.

We accept most major insurance plans
We accept referred Legacy patients.

MHMG Southeast
‘Medical Plaza 2
11920 Astoria Blvd,
‘Suite 490
Houston, TX 77089
281.929.4322

mhmg.memorialhermann.org

Ted Voloyiannis

M.D., EACS, FASCRS

HERMANN |

Medical (;mu])

Visit mhmg.memorialhermann.org to
learn more about Dr. Voloyiannis.
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U.N. Human Rights Office
Unveils Gay-Rights Campaign

by David Crary, AP

mid a surge of antigay violence and

repression in several countries, the

United Nations' human rights office
on Friday launched its first global outreach
campaign to promote tolerance and great-
er equality for lesbians, gays, transgender
people, and bisexuals.

Called Free & Equal, it's an unprece-
dented effort by the Office of the U.N. High
Commissioner for Human Rights to change
public attitudes around the world on issues
that have hitterly divided the U.N's own
member states.

The multi-pronged campaign—an-
nounced at a news conference in Cape
Town, South Africa—will include videos
and public-service announcements distrib-
uted through social media, a new website,
a series of fact sheets, and engagement by
celebrities well-known in different regions
of the world.

“Changing attitudes 15 never easy. . . .
It begins with often-difficult conversa-
tions,” said Navi Pillay, the high commis-
sioner for human rights. “And that is what
we want to do with this campaign. Free
& Equal will inspire millions of conversa-
tions among people around the world and
across the ideological spectrum.”

There were multiple reasons for choos-
ing South Africa as the news conference
venue. It is Pillay's home country, and
is a leading nation on a continent where
diserimination and violence against LGBT

Major ally: Archbishop Desmond Tutu says, “I
would not worship a God who is homophaobic,

and that is how deeply | feel about this.”

people is widespread.

In Cameroon, for example, two men were
sentenced to prison recently for gay sex, and
a gay rights activist was tortured and killed
in July in an attack his friends suspect was
related to his activism. South Africa, in con-
trast, does not criminalize homosexuality and
allows same-sex marriage, yet is plagued by
extensive antigay violence, including frequent
rapes of leshians.

However, the new awareness campaign
will extend worldwide, reflecting the chal-
lenges faced by gays in many countries.

In Russia, President Vladimir Putin
recently signed a law that will impose hefty
fines for holding gay pride rallies or providing
information about the gay community to mi-

nors. In Haiti, gay-rights leaders say their
community has been targeted by a recent
series of threats. In Montenegro, several
hundred people attacked the Balkan na-
tion’s first-ever gay pride rally, throwing
rocks and bottles at activists while some
velled, "Kill the gays.”

“The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights promises a world in which every-
one is born free and equal in dignity and
rights—no exceptions, no one left behind,”
Pillay said. “Yet it's still a hollow promise
for many millions of LGBT people forced
to confront hatred, intolerance, violence,
and discrimination on a daily basis.”

Among the dignitaries throwing their
support behind Free & Equal was re-
tired Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who in
the 1980s was a prominent leader of the
struggle to end South Africa's apartheid
system of racial segregation and white-
minority rule,

“I would refuse to go to a hamophobic
heaven . . . I mean I would much rather go
to the other place,” Tutu said at a recent
news conference. "1 would not worship a
God who is homophobie, and that is how
deeply I feel about this."

The paramount anti-apartheid leader,
ailing former South African President
Nelson Mandela, also has been an in-
spiration for Free & Equal, according to
Charles Radeliffe, a spokesman for the
U.N. human rights office. More News —+

by Oskar Garcia, Associated Press

A:mw economic analysis from the Uni-
ersity of Hawaii says legalizing gay
marriage in the state would boost tourism
by $217 million over the next three vears.
The study from the university's Economic
Research Organization says that would
hoost state and local general excise tax rev-
enues by $10.2 million from 2014 through
20186.

Previous estimates on the effect gay
marriage would have on tourism were less
specific because two U.S. Supreme Court
cases were pending.

The study’s author, professor Sumner
LaCroix, said the recent decisions that
affirmed federal benefits for married same-

Gay Marriage in Hawaii Worth $217M in Tourism

zex couples and rejected a law that halted
gay marriages in California now give a
clearer picture, but the issue is time sensi-
tive because of pent-up demand for same-
sex marriage. “If Hawaii waits to adopt
same-sex marriage, it will not realize these
gains,” LaCroix said in the analysis. “They
will be lost forever, diverted to other states
that recognize marriage equality.”

Since the Supreme Court rulings last
month, advocates of gay marriage have
been pushing for a special session in Ha-
waii to push for maore than the eivil union
law that is already in place. But legislators
from the House and Senate told the Hono-
lulu Star-Advertiser this week they don't
have the two-thirds support needed to call
themselves hack into session, and Gov. Neil

Abercrombie has not signaled whether he
will call for a special session on his own.

A proposed constitutional amendment
died in committee in the House earlier
this year, while a Senate resolution
passed asking for more study on the is-
sue, The Legislature reconvenes its regu-
lar session in January.

Most of the added visitor spending
would come from couples from other U.S.
states that have legalized gay marriage
who might plan a destination wedding or
honeymoon in Hawaii, LaCroix said. He
estimated $166 million would be spent on
marriage ceremonies and honeymoons.

LaCroix said nearly two thousand
same-sex couples living in Hawaii could
be married by the end of 2016, W
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LGBT Organizations
Seek Justice for Trayvon Martin

by Megan Smith

early two weeks after a jury
de

“not guilty” of the second-degree

med George Zimmerman

murder of seventeen-vear-old Trayvon
Martin, LGBT rights organizations con
tinue to argue that justice for Martin is

not I]l'-‘il a race igsue, but als:
equality for all

On July 15, thirty-five LGBT organi-
zations, including GLAAD, The Harve:
Milk Foundation, The National Center
for Lesbian Rights, BiNetUSA, and The

Trans People of Color Coalition, issued

an open letter on justice for Martin. “Ev-
ery person, regardless of race, religion,

sexual orientation, or gender identity,

Community|

On Saturday, July 20, the
Montrose Softball League
presented checks to this year's
beneficiaries, Pet Patrol and
Legacy Community Health
Sepvices, at their awards
banquet held at Hughes Hangar
on Washington Avenue. Pictured
(softball members are in blue
shirts) are (I-r) Ryan Abarca, Tori
Williams representing Pet Patrol,
Henry Gonzales, Christopher
Garrett representing Legacy, and
Peter Robledo.

On July 20, the Montrose Softball
League presented both Dalton
DeHart and John Cox Appreciation
Awards for their tireless cover-

age of MSL events at their annual
awards banquet at Hughes Hangar.
Pictured (l=r): QutSmart's very
own Dalton DeHart, Brian Crumby,
John Cox, and Peter Robledo.

OutSmarthac

a matter of

must be able to walk the streets without
fear for their safety,” the letter read. “Justice

delayed is justice denied, and in the words of

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. ‘a right delayed
is a right denied." We honor Trayvon by
seeking justice for all people.”

This same notion seems to echo from
Martin supporters across the country. Dur-
ing a rally for justice in Washington DC,
Dr. E. Faye Williams, national chair of the
National Congress of Black Women, said, “I
want to see my brothers and sisters in the
LGBT community stand up for the memory
of Trayvon Martin.”

“Trayvon could have been any gay or
leshian kid of color,” Rev. Meredith Moise
of Baltimore added in a late July interview
with the Washington Blade. “The LGBTQ

Legacy Community Health Servic-
es held the Ms. Mint Julep “Party
with a Purpose” on July 21 at
Rich's on San Jacinto. This year's
annual fundraiser that benefits
Legacy’s HIV/AIDS programs net-
ted $50,000. Pictured (l-r): event
co-chairs Ms. Mint Julep 2007
George Burch, aka Ginger Grant,
and Bryan Hlavinka; honorees
Ben Montalbano, Lavita Marks
representing AssistHers, and Rusty
Mueller, aka Crystal Rae Lee Love.

community must show solidarity by
raising voices against racial profiling
and bias. It is also time that we look at
racism within the LGBTQ community
and make a commitment to end racism
within our own ranks.”

Following the Zimmerman verdict,
openly gay ESPN columnist and writer
LZ Granderson described his reac-
tions as the father of a young, African-
American son in a CNN opinion piece
Granderson explains that just hours
before the verdict, he and his partner
were discussing how to prevent their
son from being shot while jogging in
their upper-middle class, predominantly
white neighborhood. *I promise you, it
was a very real conversation,” he said in
his commentary, “After the verdiet—it
came as a punch to the stomach—we
thought maybe it was best if he only ran
ingide the gym. Trayvon could have been
my son—and that scares the hell out of
me. If, during this sixteen-month ordeal,
that thought never crossed your mind,
then you have no idea what it is like to
be the parent of a young black male in
America.”

On July 19, President Obama mir-
rored Granderson’s sentiments in an im-
promptu speech addressing the Zimmer-
man decision. “You know, when Trayvon
Martin was first shot, I said that this
could have been my son,” Obama said.
“Another way of saying that is Trayvon
Martin could have been me thirty-five
vears ago, And when vou think about
why, in the African-American com-
munity at least, there's a lot of pain
around what happened here, I think it's
important to recognize that the African-
American community 1s locking at this
issue through a set of experiences and
history that doesn't go away.”

As of July 23, federal officials were
still deciding whether or not to pursue a
civil rights case to determine if Zimmer-
man violated Martin's civil rights when
he shot the teenager.

Until then, LGBT rights organiza-
tions stand with Martin. “Our own
community erosses every other line of
diversity in this country,” Rick Rosen-
dall, president of the Gay and Leshian
Activists Alliance, told the Washington
Blade. “We are connected to one another
inextricably, like it or not. And we damn
well better stand together or we will
have hell to pay.” B
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What is STRIBILD?

STRIBILD does not cure HIV~
mfec!lon or AIDS f

IMPORTANT SAFETY
INFORMATION
What is the most important

information | should know
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious
side effects:

Build-up of an acid in your
blood (lactic acidosis), whic!

You may be more likely to get
lactic acidosis or serlous Ilver

worscmng of hepahhs B (HBV)
infection. | ) Hiave lII:w

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:
Take a medicine that contains:

For a list of brand names for these
medicines, please see the Bref
Take any other medicines to
treat HIV-1 infection, or the

r {Hepsera™).

What are the other possible
side effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD
may also include;

New or worse kidney problems,
including kidney failure, Your

Bam. prohlems ncluding bone
ar pones '_._i'-_'if' g 50 r or thin
/ fractures. Your

Changes in body fat c
e | VST me |

Changes in your immune system.
".'_-| Hmmune ol

T may get

The most common side effects
of STR 'I—I L Dinc

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as

a complete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines
before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS.

T

What shouid | tell my
healthcare provider before |
taking STRIBILD? :

All your health problems. Be
sure to tell your healthcare provider
if you have or had any kidney, bong,
or liver problems, including hepatitis
virus infection.

| started my
personal revolution

All the medicines you take,
including |' Tese '[l' lon and

Sl Jppll m 1_I|t5 STR|B¥LD
fect the way other medicines
and other medicines may
how STRIBILD works. KEEP
of all your medicines and

to your healthcare provider
ISt ﬂl niot start dny
ew medicines while taking
,uf ”_':H_L without tirst du‘.lng
with your healthcare provider

Talk to your healthcare provider
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

If you take hormone-based
birth control (pills, patehies, rings,
shots, etc).

Ask if it’s right for you.

If you take antacids. Take
antacids at |east 2 hours
befare or after you take
STRIBILD.
If you are pregnant
or plan to beceme
nt Itis net
win if STRIBILD
Cell NArfTi ‘:J(JU-’
unborn baby. Tell yaur
healthcare provider

yaou become pregnant
while taking STRIBILE,

If you are breastfeeding
{nursing) or plan to

-
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castfeed. HIV-1 can
sed to the baby
=t milk, AJ':\"‘
some medizines in
STRIBILD can pass
into breast milk, and it
is not i«nowr' if thiscan
harm the baby

You are encouraged to report
negative side effects of
prescription drugs to the FDA.
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch,
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.
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elvitegravir 150mg/ cobicistat 150mg/ emiricitabine
200mg/ tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300mg tablets

Please see Brief Suimmary of
full Prescribing Information with
important warnings an the
following pages.




Patient Information

STRIBILD™ (STRY-hild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets

Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information,
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is STRIBILD?

* STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adults who
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD is a complete
regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines.

» STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease
HiV-related illnesses,

* Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body fluids
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of
sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information | should know
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including:

1. Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic
dacidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar
{nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious
medical emergency that can lead to death, Lactic acidosis can
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

* feel very weak or tired

¢ have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

* have trouble breathing

= have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting
« feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
s feel dizzy or lightheaded

* have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2. Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms
of liver problems:

* your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)
» dark “tea-colored” urine

* light-colored bowel movements (stools)

» |oss of appetite for several days or longer

* nausea

« stomach pain

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3. Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse
(flare-up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “flare-up” is when your
HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

= Do not run out of STRIBILD. Refill your prescription or talk
to your healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

* Do not stop taking STRIBILD without first talking to your
healthcare provider

« If you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to
check your health often and do blood tests reqularly for several
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you
stop taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
= adefovir (Hepsera®)

e alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)

= pisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)

* ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine
mesylate (D.H.E. 45%, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®,
Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®™, Wigraine®,
Wigrettes®), and methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

* |gvastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)

* oral midazolam

* pimozide (Orap®)

= rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane™)

= sildenafil (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems
* simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)

e triazolam (Halcion®™)

* the herb St. John's wort

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1

medicines, including:

s (ther medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®,
Viread®, Truvada®)

« (Other medicines that contain emfricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir
(Combivir®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV™®, Epzicom®, Kaletra®,
Norvir®, Trizivir®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:

= See “"What is the most important information | should know
about STRIBILD?”

* New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check your
kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. Your
healthcare provider may tell you fo stop taking STRIBILD if you
develop new or worse kidney problems.

= Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD.
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may
lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to
check your bones.

» Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat
in the upper back and neck ("buffalo hump"), breast, and around
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat fram the legs, arms
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health
effects of these conditions are not known.

= Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your
immune system may get stronger and begin to fight infections that
have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare
provider right away if you start having any new symptoms after
starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
e Nausea
e Diarrhea

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that
bothers you or that does not go away.

* These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more
information, ask your healthcare provider.

» Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects.
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should | tell my healthcare provider before taking STRIBILD?
Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions,
including:

« If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including
hepatitis B infection

» [f you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if
STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider
if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD.,

—There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in
this registry.

« If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD.

- You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of
passing HIV-1 to your baby.

- Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD can
pass into your breast milk.

- Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take,
including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins,
and herbal supplements:

« STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other
medicines may affect how STRIBILD works,

* Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the
following medicines:

- Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc)

- Antacid medicines that contains aluminum, magnesium
hydroxide, or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours
before or after you take STRIBILD

- Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high
blood pressure

- amiodarone (Cordarone®™, Pacerone®)

- atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)

- bepridil hydrochloric (Vascor®, Bepadin®)
- bosentan (Tracleer®)

- buspirone

- carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegreto®)
- clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)

- clonazepam (Klonopin®)

- clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene®)

- colchicine (Colerys™®)

- medicines that contain dexamethasone
- diazepam (Valium®)

- digoxin (Lanaxin®)

- disopyramide (Norpace®)
- estazolam

- ethosuximide (Zarontin®)
- flecainide (Tambocor®)

- flurazepam

- fluticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus,
Flovent® HFA, Veramyst®)

- itraconazole (Sporanox®)

- ketoconazole (Nizoral®)

- lidocaine (Xylocaine®)

- mexileting

- pxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)

- perphenazine

- phenobarbital (Luminal®)

- phenytoin {Dilantin®, Phenytek®)
- propafenone (Rythmol®)

- quinidine (Neudexta®)

- rifabutin (Mycobutin®)

- rifapentine (Priftin®)

- risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)

- salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination
with fluticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)

- sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil (Cialis®) or vardenafil (Levitra®,
Staxyn™), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare
provider or get medical help right away.

- tadalafil (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial
hypertension

- telithromycin (Ketek™)

- thioridazine

- voriconazole (Vfend®)

- warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)

- zolpidem {(Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking
STRIBILD without first talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.
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Excuse Me .

ol o QTR et AR
f}ia'."' the siate tha ves for Marar G-"E.i‘.'.' !'.Fuf.'.-\.': that

ou gotta love Louisiana, Well, at Paul Prudhomme’s restaurant— (Green said. “Several of us [veterans]

on't, but I do, because can't remember which, and it probably feel that the flying of this flag is a

it’s the foreign state to our doesn’t matter much, poke in the eyve of a way of life.”
Dude, it’s a flag. It has a rainbow

It's pretty. That's all. It's not like the

Pride Day in Lafayette was held
at a public park, and the celebrants
hoisted a rainbow flag up the flag pole.

gnt, and i.t NeVEer oCCUrrec
that anything could be to the right
of Texas, did it? And, I have to admit
that my daddy was born in New
Orleans. My family tre

doesn't fork too well, which

ays, Rav. Raising the rainbow
In order to do this, none of the Ameri- g for a day does not have 1

been congquered by the gays.

"Creen said he's not against the gays
but is against the act itself.”

There is no occupying force of
LGBT commandos
foxheles in the park, peering

explaing why some of my

family couldn’ read a map

to get to Texas.

ere's an honest-to-gosh true can flags were removed or flown below through Dolee & Gabbana binocu-
lars while contemplating fresh evils.
Although, if they wanted to, a group
of LGBT commandos could easily

the rainbow flag. Korean War veteran
Ray Green says he was offended that
this flag was on public property. Deeply

v that vou can read on the elec-
the print newspaper
L”.'llll‘li :lr..'l.'l' .';‘.flf'l'.r-. 8er .[ e ‘: | =} 3y

which [ think is the paper of record

tric Internet or
and painfully offended. conquer the park. [ mean, Ray needs
t go overseas and fight for to realize that a whole bunch of gay
folks also served in the military to
fight for their way of life. But if —

our country so that we could ¢
and be subject to something like that,”

|_ A

CALL JOFFE FOR YOUR ({2 [U:<11¢ S22 AND FOR MORE DETAILS!

SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY

ou. Noblesse ancienne either means
“old nobility,” or it's a cre:

ELIMINATE THE
HASSLE OF GLASSES
AND CONTACTS NOW!

See for yourself why Joffe is the Smart Choice for LASIK

Flexible financing plans
and Best Price Guarantee
to make LASIK more
affordable than ever.

Custom technology to
treat nearsightedness,
farsightedness, and

life changing results
without spending your

follow-up care and
free enhancements,
because we care.

Dr. Kevin Merkley
Medical Director

ACT BY AUG 31st

Save even more
with your Flex Plan or
Health Savings Account!
ASKUS HOW!

CALL 866-685-6994

OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM

3420 West Loop South Bellaire, TX 77401

OVER 20,000 PROCEDURES
PERSONALLY PERFORMED

afest

: ;am the Award W‘nmng Largest & Best GLBT Private Group Event!
October 25 - November 1, 2014

e Sail roundtrip from Houston, TX

NORWEGIAN on the Norwegian Jewel

CRUISE LINE® Ports of Call: Houston, Cozumel, Belize City, Roatan Island, Costa Maya

' BOOKBYAUGUST31,2013  Private Group Event It cludes. |
'FORTHESE AMAZING RATES!!
| -$1,000 Costume Prize

Inside Cabin  $429 pp - Top GLBT Entertainment
OceanView  $509pp - Private Gay Disco with
Balcony Cabin $699 pp  DJ Michael Kessler

Mini Suite $928 pp - Group Dining

i - Optional Beach Party N
RATES WILL INCREASE NI (USRI T Gathermgs
5185 pp after 8/31/13 & much, much more...

¥
i
¥

An

gy,
, P— o— 8 M o, 2
iTaxes and fees of $275.64pp additional. All rates are per person bases on availability. We reserve the right to correct errors. ’?c@rr

HURRY BOOK NOW BEFORE RATES INCREASE!

CALL TODAY: (800) 592-9058
www.AquafestCruises.com
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eelebrating their way of life in the land of

A 5:0&029« Clean You Can Trust!

Call Your Eco-friendly Carpet Cleaning Experts

the free is taken as a poke in the eve, then
so be it. Sometimes people need a poke in
ol _ e the eye to clean off the cobwebs.

g 5 Ray continues in the hometown
newspaper: "That has offended many,

ary Arac SR many, many veterans, It offended me,” he
i Tx:c Chem ca]s said. Let’s see, Ray, at the demonstration

your Pets & Fll'l"l“f against the gay flag, there was you and
there was . . . well, you. I'll even let you
count yourself twice, Oh hell, go big or go
home, Ray—there was you, you and you,

The newspaper continues: “*Green said
act itself.” Well then, Ray, do not do that

about it, aren't you?

And you gotta wonder which act he's
referring to. Nathan Lane in The Bird
? Ellen DeGeneres? The entire South

]
3 ROOMS

$99 00

Includes Soil Lifter &
Pre-Spot Treatment

Yacific cast?

Okay, I know that’s not what he's talk-
ing about. He's talking about hairdress
ing, isn't he? Dirty, disgusting, perverted
hairdressing. Ray, quit thinking about
“the act itself.” You have spent way too

SERVING ALL OF GREATER HOUSTON

281-962-4000

www.CarpetTouch.com

Boys totally
Noodie.

Jenni knows how to make your
egg roll and your veggies rock

much time on that. Then he puts icing on
the gay cake by adding, “And I'm against
the possibility of them getting together for
another demonstration and taking down
the American flag.”

. { 200sf per room

And, Ray, | am againsi the possibil-
ity that you might strip vourself nekkid
except for some boobie beads and a Duck
Dwnasty T-shirt and parade down I-10
singing about Marie Laveau. So we better
not let vou outta the house, Apparently.
just because you haven't done .-cuuu'ﬂliu;__r_
before now, doesn't mean you won't.

When asked if he had considered that
by not allowing any flag but the American
flag in public places, then the POW/MIA
flag would be outlawed—along with the
LSU and Mardi Gras flags—Ray said he
wasn't wild about that, but democracy is
worth it.

In that case, God ||u'|p him il'ﬁlu[r‘su-hnr]}'
ever takes Ray to Six Flags Over Texas
in Arlington. Seeing a Spanish Flag, a
Mexican Flag, and a French Flag next to
the U.S. and Texas flags may give him a
stroke. Although somehow ['m betting Ray
is probably in the age group that doesn't
need to be riding roller coasters anyhow.

Oh, and also please don't tell him that
although one of the six national flags over
Texas was the Confederate flag, they don't
fly that one at Six Flags, for what should
be ocbvious reasons (but possibly aren't to
him). And alse don't tell him about Six
Flags Fiesta Texas in San Antonio, In fact,
let’s definitely not bring up Six Flags at all.

Best Gay Friendly- Houston Press
Best Float Pride Parade Houston 2011
Best Costume Pride Parade Houston 2012
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IT’S ALL GOOD IN THE NOODLEHOOD!"
NOODLESRULE.COM

n facebook.com/noodlesrule  [£] @noodiesrule

ennis:

NOODLE HOUSE

SHEPHERD/ MONTROSE UPTOWN/ GALLERIA IN THE HEIGHTS Susan Bankston lives in Richmond, Texas,
3111 S, SHEPHERD @ ALABAMA 2027 POST OAK @ WESTHEIMER 602 EAST 20TH ST. @ OXFORD where she writes about her hairdresser
(713) 523- 7600 (713) 621-4200 (713) 862-3344 ‘ at The World's Mest Dangerous Beauty

Salon, Ine., at juanitajean.com.
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he's not against the gays but is against the

act. Seriously. Do not do it, You're thinking

\ i ith over 900 physicians UT* PhYSiCianS
\_/ The faculty of

Tue UsiversiTy oF Texas Mepicar Seroor at Houston
80 specialties, our doctors are ready to

board certified in more than

care for you and your Specific health We have two locations for our HIV/AIDS clinic:

UT Physicians at Texas Medical Center
6410 Fannin, Suite 600
Houston, Texas 77030

needs.

Our select clinicians specializing in o

UT Physicians at Bellaire
6700 West Loop South, Suite 520,
Bellaire, Texas 77401

HIV/AIDS including primary care and
HIV pregnancy care bring forth the
latest treatments through clinical trials

Accepting new patients
www.UTPhysicians.com | 1-888-488-3627

and evidence-based medicine.
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How’s Your Gaydar?

Let nature take its course

“ have the worst gaydar ever!”
How many times have you
heard that? (And how many

times was it from a frustrated girl

who had dated a gay guy?)

What is it that gives you good—or

bad—gaydar? Gaydar, a combination
of %
to recognize homosexuals thro
observation or intuition,” according
tl' ,\rl'l".' Illl’l.'.'.l'Ilil-ll.ri.'\hrlll".

ray” and “radar,” is “the ability

"Well . . . are you ovulating?”
Believe it or not, at least one study
has shown that women who are
ripe for reproduction have a better-
tuned gaydar during that time of the
month

Researchers at the University of
Toronto showed forty straight women
pictures of equally attractive men of
varying sexualities, and
the ladies closest to peak
ovulation—those with the
best chances of getting
pregnant—had the best
gaydar!

[sn't that fascinating?
Nature gave women the
ability to sort out the most promising
mates at the perfect time, (The study
also found that female strippers
make more tips when they're
ovulating.)

So, is being able to distinguish
between gays and straights an
evolutionary skill, designed to help
women procreate more efficiently?
Maybe! But for the most part, |
think gaydar evolved as an equally
important LGBT skill: survival. It's
a way for us LGBT folks to identify
others like us—the ones we can flirt
with without risking a punch to
the face,

But how does gaydar work? Is
it based purely on stereotypes? We
use a handful of cues to figure out
who's gay and who's not—how they

QutSmarth

talk, or walk, or what they wear, or if
they make eve contact just long enough.
And according to another study, it’s also
based on facial struetures.

Men have a larger width-to-height
ratio in the shape of their face, which
is apparently caused by testosterone

being released in adolescence, the study
published in the journal PLOS ONE
explains. These researchers speculated
that a feminine or masculine facial
structure impacts people’s perception of
sexuality, or gaydar, They found people
could distinguish between gays and
straights based only on faces {with hair
obscured and no jewelry) with 60 percent
ACCUTACY.

That may not sound that impr

but 60 percent is statistically significant
sinee it is “several times above the

“With more Internet matchmaking and
less real-life meeting and greeting, will
gaydar go the way of the Dodo bird?"

margin of error,” the researchers wrote
in the New York Times. So, ves—"gay
face” could actually be a real thing!

Now I'm no scientist, but I would
hypothesize that more attractive people
(gay or straight) tend to have more
aceurate gaydar, (How many times have
you stared down someone attractive of
the same sex, or at least maintained
longer eye contact than a heterosexual
person would have?)

As being pay has become increasingly
acceptable in recent vears, I suspect
that, as a species, we're getting better
at our gaydar skills. Sure, there are
still the oblivious people, but as gay has
become mainstream, most folks have
learned which cues to look for, with more
accuracy—right?

What is the future of gaydar? If it
becomes less risky to hit on a straight
guy (and who hasn't done thai?!), is
this skill going to become less and less
important?

One thing that’s probably killing
gaydar: smartphone apps like Grindr.
Part of the fun of being gay is the

challenge of seeking out other gays in a
heterosexual world! When you can just
open an app where everyone on the list is
gay (or . .. “straight but curious on the
DL") and willing to mingle (just maybe
not with youl, there’s no need to exercise
vour internal Doppler. With more

Internet matchmaking and less real-life

meeting and greeting, will gaydar go the

way of the Dodo bird?

Gaydar can sometimes be a bad
thing, though: think of how often LGBT
folks are discriminated against even if
they're not "out.” Sadly, that's also based
on gaydar.

A gay couple I met at a rally after
the landmark Supréeme Court DOMA
decision had faced that situation years
ago when they first moved to Houston.
[t was 1970, and when they tried to rent

an apartment together, they
were turned down. *We don't
rent to two gentlemen,” they
were told. They were not af
all open about their sexuality,
but the perception that they
were gay still resulted in
diserimination.
Forty-three years later, this is
still a problem. In the state of Texas
{and many others), two men can still
be denied an apartment because they
are perceived to be gay. They can also
be fired from their jobs for the same
reason.

Oh, and if your own gaydar is
pinging off the charts after reading
this, I'll just go ahead and confirm it
now: Duh.

Blake Hayes is the morning host at Mix
96.5 KHMX.
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i same-sex couples may also be allowed
to roll a partner’s funds inte their own

retirement account without the need to
begin taking distributions immediately.

— ~ .\ HANGING-OUT
by . Similar to estate taxes, legally married 1 =
Grace 5. Savlng G OOdbye to D OMA spouses can pass an unlimited amount S
g &9 of assets to each other throughout life, - o Hoo KI NG-U P on

What it ;'ec};",.'y means without the need to pay gift tax. Now, e

many same-sex married couples can also 5 w

do the same. Prior to the victory over HUSBAND-H u NTI NG
he LGBT community recently Benalits and Drawbacks Some of the biggest inroads will be DOMA, if one partner in a same-sex
celebrated an historic victory felt in areas such as: marriage purchased a home and then

over DOMA, the infamous De- + Estate Taxes added his or her partner to the deed, a

fense of Marriage Act that excluded The DOMA ruling brought some valuable Prior to the recent DOMA ruling, only gift tax based on half of the home’s pur-
same-sex couples from taking part in pratections, as well as recognition, to heterosexual couples could pass wealth chase price would have been due.
many financial and tax-related ben- many same-sex couples. For instance, to their spouse upon death completely + Social Security
efits that are automatically afforded couples may now file joint federal tax free of estate taxation. Same-sex The victory over DOMA also means that - i -
to lwltet'u}_w'vxus:: nmri}iwl spouses may now enjoy this RAME-S6X ["““F’IH‘ L R ey A Slngle gsy. man S. WEIEkend Ifor Un?‘l?rstand[ng
ecouples throughout the 7 3 privilege as well. This could e T S Y T S

; sof t partner’s Social Security | 4
J.5. EVE‘T'I thOUgh maT'[‘IE‘d Same-sex COU[J'ES potentially save thouzands—or benefits. For example, the surviving an Improvlng Dve re atlons ps

R B B gl - aps = e T ; | 5 o ’ i
, Yet. while the .g]!n[, are now able to ﬁ|e federal taxes JOH’]tIYﬂ hundreds of thousands—of dol- spouse in a sgame-sex marriage will now In one WEEkEﬁd}’DU I/ feaﬂf new 5/((.'”5
. et d [ ]d ” . A e Dot Sy be allowed to claim Social Security bene- . s . -

maove in the right direc- Olﬂg S0 Cou actua y mean tak”-!g ing partner. In Edie Windsor's fits if his or her deceased partner earned and fﬂffghfs thfb Wﬂ‘! f?e.ﬁo yau.'
tion, it _'-\'111 also lead to an even blgger tax hlt." .L;u:-'\.:: she was able to recoup more. In this case, the surviving partner ' . \ _
some highly complex $363,000! h . will be able to claim either their own « More fully understand the unique life-experience of being a gay man
financial planning needs . . * Rollover of Retirement Savings Social Security benefits—based upon his * Make sense of the fear and loneliness associated with being single
[,D:i: _;tﬁﬁie.;’\i'-l’l::J ;T:d: ul:lu_wtlli1 ! ]r:jtl(:l‘-:::li r::c;‘t:bll::-r:]‘;z;; :J:r;iﬁtmt:n m:ia:.;ue-fm_al ma r-'n';f m}; ples t'n.;:_v or her own earnings history—or claim 50 « Understand the brain chemistry related to attraction
ARESR ESELE S PRI BEAKOR Uy EIONS, £ ALy SHEEUELLY R B R L S S S S ercent of the deceased partner's benefit : i i i
do not currently recognize same-sex benefits based on their same-gender rolling over retirement savings in ac- 'L:.muunt ¥ : ASS?SS and refine JoiE read'lness 'fOI‘ a relatlnnshtp
marriage. spouse’s work history. counts such as [RAs and 401(k)s. Now, ‘ Medil:laid » Define and reach your relationship goa!s

The ruling will also have an effect on : E’de, repegtlng the Samehpf::em; ingl
eligibility for expanded Medicaid ben- entify and overcome what has kept you single

efits. As Medicaid qualification is based * Explore new places and ways for meeting more appropriate men

D OW N TOW N GA LV E s TO N P R E S E N T S ozutln;h;hf;l::»r:ix:i;nttjl:f?;:;;zigm » Use the natural progression of relationships to predict the out-come
FREE FAMILY FUN ]N 201 3' zuide]lrilnliia. theiﬂ'ﬂct nniilrl'ildsamel— AUGUST 24'25, 20] 3 o HOUSTON, Tx

IR LR SO e D Cepeneing FOR MORE INFORMATION: TONY@HOUSTONTHERAPIST.COM
on the couple’s total amount of income -
Visit Galveston's historic downtown/seaport districr for a B0 Roqets, FROM A RECENT PARTICIPANT: “Developing from small children who

* Medical Decisions
In the states that recognize same-sex
marriage, the DOMA ruling also means

are somehow “different’ into the men we become, it is nearly inevitable
that we will face hidden obstacles in how we relate to ourselves and
to athers as gay men. ‘Informative’ and ‘revelatory” are guaranteed..

wide variety of free entertainment throughout the year. Stroll
amidst the beautifully restored Victorian architecture. Discover

the wide array of shops offering special one-of-a-kind items. that one's partner eould be treated as the transformative’ s not out of the question.”
Dine at one of many legendary Galveston restaurants. Take a next of kin for purposes of making medi-
walk on Pier 21 and discover your new family fun destinarion. cal decisions, as well as the sharing of THE PRESENTER:
m(-.(:;(:al mf:ar-mi\.t.L;nruf‘lrlsir‘ [:11:41\; s RN Outsmart Magatine's Favorite Therapist
Free EVCHtS: rom a fax and finanaal standpoint, f . 2003-2013, Tony Carroll, LCSW. Tony

the DOMA victory is huge. However, one

‘ | has Houston's oldest GLBT focused
Smgcrfgst Park Events (23rd & Strand) of the most important aspects to the rul- l psychotherapy practice. He is pre'.fious
Ist Saturdays ing is that, even though federal benefits president of the Texas Clinical Society,
Mowvie Nite on The S'ﬂ‘aﬂd, dusk are now available to partners who are and |-||5 partner, Dr. Bruce Smith, jDiFIS
{March — Ocrober) legally married in states that recognize him in these presentations. Participants
2nd Samdmpiﬂ‘ Samrday; same-sex marriage, it does not force the 4 always say it is helpful to see a
Music Nite on The Strand, 6-9pm states that don't sanction it to honor such 3 N < real couple at work together.
benefits. In other words, a eouple could .
{March — October)
have rights to federal benefits but not to TONY CARno Ll LCSW
Pier 21 E 21st and Harborside . . :
ier 21 Events (21st e) state benefits. RSSO T Register online:
3rd Saturdays For example, if a couple is married PGP R Doimterby HoustonTherapist.com
Party on the Pier, 6-9pm in California, but they later move to bmfsfﬂfn = P
Live music and fa_mily fun on the Galveston Harbor, Texas, the partners mayv not be eligible T herapl 7
Mitchell Historic Propertics {March — October) to receive tax-free wealth transfer upon ﬂ

death—or many of the other tax and
Y financially related privileges that het- :
FOR EVENT SPACE, RETAIL, OFFICE OR APARTMENT LOFT LEASING, CALL 409.763.5806 | or visit www. MitchellHistoricProperties.com erosexual couples automatically have 1006 MISSOURI ST. HOUSTON, TX 77006 * 713.527.0000 « HoustonTherapist.com

access to. —
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The Challenges 5till Ahead
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community, it may also make financial

f planning for sam X sles a bit more
JJ complicated y for ho live

in (or own assets in) ‘e than one state.
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nption, depending on their

ce and their property
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Tim Surratt
713.320.5881

timsurratt@yahoo.com

GREENWODD KING

26 AUGU

7
1%

ﬁ"r:_:r“ % .rm.p'—

b

Ashly Fne Rugs

|=”

¥

Don't Iet your hardwood go UNPR OTEC TED!

HOUSTON DALLAS

2920 Kirby Dr 1525 Slocum St
Houston, TX Dallas, TX
713-426-5454 214-748-5180
houston@ashlyrugs.com dallas@ashlyrugs.com

e w[FEA  www.ashlyfinerugs.com




LET'S HEAD OUT.

Be wha you are. Drink what you like. And turn any time
into a great time with the just-right taste of Bud Light.

ITS THE SURE SIGN OF A GOOD TIME

HERE WE GO. LTTTT

Rob Schmerler
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Voted Best Male Insurance Agent 10 Years in a Row co-sponsored by OurSmagr %
—OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards and our marketing partners.

We offer individual and group health insurance through gf’s_"st 2 _F_‘-“_”f;*'-"-* on the
several fine companies to meet your specific needs. e e
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The Pajama Game,
certmusicals.org

August 11: Pennies for Pets

Great rates! Full Service! et it et
Call for a quote today! i

(713) 661-7700 >>> LIKE US & WIN PRIZES -

You could be our next winner of some

6575 W Loap 5, Ste 185 » Bellaire, Texas 77401 fabulous prizes.

SchmerlerAgency'com N ! Just “Like” QurSmart magazine on Facebook
1 and you can win fabulous fun prizes, including
concert and theater tickets, restaurant gift
cerfificates, and more.

Be social' Connect with us!

Twitter.com/outsmarthouston
Facebook.com/outsmartmagazine
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n mterwew with srnger/song writer Steye @

my name is

£

apiro
C. Bayawa

beans

uppncclnn * frappés * paninis
live music = art - wi-fi

The first step is up to you

if you know you need a little help, it starts with a simple phone cll

Board Eligible Psychiatrist Christopher L. Boehme, MD specializes in

Adult and Geriatric Psychiatry ages 18 and up treating all major ’
Psychiatric disorders including Major Depression, Bipolar Disorder, Nﬂt the ’4me ola ?R’Np.

ADHD, Anxiety disorders, and Schizophrenia. Take the next step.

- 713.654.8856 Mon - Thur 7a-10p
L . 1302 Dallas Fri & Sat 7a-12a
7134920723 Montrose Mental Health & Downtown Houston Sun 8a-8p

n these days of about the experience, his prepared you for this moment?
instant Internet music, and his future. I started taking piano when [ was six
celebrity, years old. When I was four, | started mak-
overnight Gregg Shapiro: Steve, how ing models of pianos out of cardboard.
sensations are a dime does it feel to be a YouTube [ was so fascinated even with just the
| a dozen. But Chicago- sensation? aesthetic of a piano. I was obsessed with
' based gay singer/ Steve Grand: More than any- [the Peanuts character| Schroeder and
songwriter Steve thing, I'm just grateful my his piano. [ would go through different
: Grand seems to be an o song has reached so many hases as a kid, as we all do, and I would
,Hﬁﬂ;ﬁ&% ?:g E:;I't'm Esmlir; Ball ' exception with his song “All-American people so quickly. And reached people that gm obsessed and driven to be creative
Boy” and its accompanying video. Sure, it has meaning for—people that feel the Whenever I would get into something, 1
he's breathtaking to look at, and that same way I felt and who resonate emotion- would want to replicate it, express it in
doesn't hurt. He's even put in time as ally [with the song]. That’s all I hoped for. my own way out of cardboard. My parents
a model. More than just a pretty face That’s all you picked up on
and body, Grand is a mugician with can hope for as “I was alwavs crushing on the it, and they
a message. Striking a chord aeross a songwriter, as . . ™ got us this
boundaries, Grand’s song and video one who makes Stralght gUY- I thlnk it'’s aIWEYS old, shitty up-
of unrequited love, set to an unlikely music and per- been there because I grew up right piano,
country music beat, has found a devoted forms. As far as and we all

audience and earned more than a millien being a YouTube ina place Where gay People started tak-
views on YouTube, * On the (boot)heels sensation goes weren’t visible_ | was always ing lessons. |

of this viral video, Grand has received [laughs], I am 4 i - was the one
attention and coverage from a variety of more than one CTUShlng on ITIY bESt fflends. that was re-
sources, including the Huffington Post, song and one ally into it,
Good Morning America, and the Los video. I certainly hope that this is just the especially the piano. [ took music classes
Angeles Times, not to mention numerous very beginning—the tip of the iceberg—of in high school. —

LGBT websites and publications. A a career. Because that's what [ got into this

proudly gay voice for his generation and to do—not to be a flash in the pan, [but] to

1 1 41 0 HemPStead nghwav b HO“Ston, Texas I 2N of hers: lirs;nd is still getting used to continue to create good music that resonates
Between Antoine & 34th * FREE PARKING » une“ mursdav_sunday being in the spotlight. I spoke with him with people emotionally.

(71 3) 677-0828 n /NeonBootsClub ¥ @NeonBootsClub Is there anything in your background or

training as an artist and performer that

T And a

OutSmartMagazine.com AUGUST 2013 31

30 AUGUS 13 QutSmartMagazine.com



713.869.3222 » 1102 Yale St, Houston, TX 7700

(=]

9 PAGK BEER

i

e

(Pt =Samaart

—

Voted One of
the Best Gyms

= AYE Ourbmorn
Reodery’ Choloe

with your membership Valid through 08/31/13

Completion of a

first massage

does not end a
relationship

ONE HOUR MASSAGE $49

r Forest D 281‘4_9@{1 ),

32 AUGUST 2013 OutSmartMagazine.com

‘All-American’ Sensation

continued fram previous page

Did you give piano recitals?

At a loeal church, but it wasn't a contest
and I wasn't being evaluated by someone

from a university or something. My teach-

er was a stay-at-home mom, a very tal-
ented woman. I didn’t really understand
music theory until I was a teenager, and
then everything started to click. When

I started to play guitar and started to
listen to rock music, there was a guitar
teacher who really helped develop my ear
and helped me listen to things and feel
things out. I feel like I have a really good
[combination| of traditional, classical
training balanced with playing by ear. 1
can read charts and sight read to some
degree, and I also know what chords are
being played when I listen to a song on
the radio.

Because “All-American Boy” has a
touch of twang, the song is being pi-
geonholed as country and even led to
you receiving a favorable mention on a
Nashville website. But being an openly
gay musician in Music City can still be
risky, as we saw when Chely Wright
came out as a lesbian. Do you have any
thoughts about that?

I never set out to write a country song.

I would never dismiss [that]| if it sounds
like country to some people. That’s fine
At the heart of it, country music is good
storytelling and “All-American Boy" is a
story. So I think that's where that comes
from. I also think the imagery in the vid-
eo leads people to give it that title. Even
if I am labeled as a country singer, which
isn't a label [ gave myself, [ certainly
wouldn't want to take away anything
from the brave men and women who came
before me.

“All-American Boy” could just as eas-
ily have been arranged as a power pop
tune, an acoustic folk number, or an
electronic dance track.

Right!

With that in mind, are there plans for
the song to be remixed for club play?
I'm going to let people do what they want
with it. I'm not gkilled enough to make
that happen by myself. I would be open to
hearing what that would sound like. I'm a
songwriter. What I think a good 2ong is is
a song that can be totally stripped down
to just vocals and piano or vocals and gui-
tar—the raw, basic elements—and it still
sounds beautiful. I think that’s one of
the ways vou know vou have a good song.
That's something I always try to do in my
writing. I think the songwriting should
transcend any sort of trendy sound. Se

[ would be up to hearing how [a remix|
sounds. [Laughs| I'm a little nervous, but
I'm not above that or anything. Of course

it would be really cool to hear it.

Have you written and recorded any
other songs?

Yes. I've been writing since age eleven, so
I have lots of music that 've written. I've
been recording for a long time, too. I'm
always changing my mind, and I obsess
over certain parts. Sometimes I'll do a
vocal take three hundred times, so things
kind of take me a while. But I do have a
lot of songs recorded. From the response

[ got here, it's obviously inspired me and
influenced what will come next.

Are you being inundated with offers
from record labels, and if so, are you
taking them under consideration or
would you prefer to remain an inde-
pendent artist?

I definitely don't want to close the door to
any opportunities or offers at this point
So I'm keeping an open mind. I believe
that we're in a day and age where we can
do it independently. There are pros and
cons on both sides. You have to consider
who you are as an artist, what you want
to be and what kind of impact you want

to have. Ultimately, that all plays into the

decizion I'll have to make. I don’t want to
be rushed along into making a decision
about something 1 worked toward my
whole life. That's absurd. I will be the one
to decide when I make those moves. I've
concentrated on the people for whom the
song hag already resonated and struck

a chord with. I want to honor them and
continue to give them my best work, work

that'’s from my heart and soul

You mentioned the impact that the
song has had. For a lot of LGBT folks,
“All-American Boy” is instantly relat-
able because everyone has had the ex-
perience of being attracted to or falling
in love with someone straight or unat-
tainable. How personal is that experi-
ence for you?

Wow! What a good question. We've all
been there, and I mean gay, straight,
bi—whoever you are. We've all fallen for
someone that we can't have, but it espe-
cially rings true in the specific story for
LGBT people. It is the story of my life
since | was thirteen. I was always crush-
ing on the straight guy. I think it's always
been there because I grew up in a place
where gay people weren't visible. I was
always crushing on my best friends. I
think that's the case, probably, for a lot of
us. The song isn't about anyone specifie.
It’s the accumulation of experiences. I
definitely knew the story, as far as the —

—

Recommending the best BMW dealer I“

in town is an easy call. Houston's a driving

town. And I like driving both on and off

the field. When it came to getting a new
BMW for me and my family I chose
Advantage BMW Midtown. A dealership

that performs as well as the cars they sell.

Ome visit and you'll see what I mean.

Miuitr Schauh

pvanTacaeE BMW
MiDTOWN

1305 Gray @ Caroline
713-289-1200
www.advantagebmw.com

Special lease and financing available through BMW Financial Services.
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432 West 19th St
Man., Tue., Thur, Fri. Sa- Bp
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— - : 'Ml-ﬂmﬁl'ital‘l' SEIISEﬁOII 'lﬂlllll\!I and ex-gay therapy, You are be- pt‘.:]pk,' who know, rug.f-:pt-r:t, and ean see

| COME SEE US TODAY P —— ing looked n|:_| to as a symbol of strength my vi.‘«:i_rm 'md can help ‘;mint me in the
& Desig N YOU r ¥ - . : - L and overcoming the odds. What does that right direction so that I'm staying true to
video goes—all the imagery and things mean to you? myself and true to my art. Then I want to
N Ew 2013 like that, I had a very particular vision It's very flattering to be a symbol of anything  start releasing more music. It's a lot, and
in mind. I think all of that was influ- like that. To some degree [ feel like, wow, [ I'm just going, going, going right now. It's
FIAT 500 enced by everything I've been through, can't live up to that. [Laughs] Don't put me going to be a while before [ get a real vaca-
growing up and having this happen to in a position to be a role model, But the story tion. [Laughs]
me over and over again, is true. [ don't want to let people down. I got
into this to play music as a way to express As we speak, you are at the airport on
sb. EJ Srd Fﬂd'?:lg w‘li‘.ki“d of advice would you offer in myself and tell stories. My focus now is not the wayptu He: York. Have vuuphge“
Ch Monb that situation? letting down the people who put their trust recognized?
Ea 0 [Laughs] Hold on and don’t make your- in me, and being there for them. Not so far. In my hometown I have, by peo-
6-3 p self f--king crazy. It's tough, but it’s go ple T don't know. |Laughs] But not at the
; ing to happen. It’s a part of life. Unless You had a gig performing at The Joynt in airport in my gym shorts—my hair looks
COHHBCU”Q and ‘ you're in a world that’s exclusively gay, Chicago. Did you ever play originals, or did terrible and I'm wearing an old T-shirt—
SUDDOF’[iﬂg one ‘ which I lhmlk fiew of 11__5 are, it's going 1_.u v-ou stick to .;gv_e;- material? not that I've been aware of, at least.
happen. I think there’s a great power in If people asked for them, | would sometimes
another through | being able to express it. | needed to get play originals, But I never played “All-Ameri- Finally, Steve, there is a famous tagline
the challenges of the song off my chest because I feel like can Boy,” though. [Laughs] from the Diana Ross movie Mahogany

that's how I reconciled how I felt. I think

being HIV+.

which goes “Success is nothing without

. ' it has h-“'sllf-d people. I've read T-hlt‘ir mes- Have you gotten any feedback from your someone you love to share it with.” Do
| sages saying “Thank you for telling my followers at The Joynt? you share your success with someone
If you don't know your '_ STEHLING MCBALL I:IAT | story,” and then 'fhlf_\' ii‘_“ me what hap- Yes, some. | had regulars who would come you love?
status. call us to make an : pened to them with their guys. I try to and see me all the time. ['ve gotten some I have lots of people that I love that have
( 1 vav) * " - - ot P b . : : = z i ‘ x i
appointment to get tested. 10505 Southwest Fwy. (Inside the Beltway) Houston, TX 77074 play therapist. [Laughs]| As a songwriter really positive feedback, and that'’s been been there supporting me. Yes, I'm shar-
: Call us at 713.529.0037. 713-981-3921 all.llti- performer, you J_.T‘!.’I, 1l.n p[:l_\:’ a lot of really cool. ing it with my farily and my close frisnds.
/ Al hUowrrmnil‘rlur!u Mon-Fri 8am-8pm * Saturday Sam-7pm *+ Sunday Closed ||t.f'I|--rE¥|:L rales 1.‘|‘m1. I'm in various stages ) ; P Tucky encugh to have qeite & fow
401 Branard S ~Sakakis) Sanico Aualablo of being ready for. What is the next step for you professionally? people.
Houston, Texas I'm trying to build a team now, because this
M“{T:::lf'.."?.'«.._ % Wmonlrosecenlar.otg Fi.tofsouthwe.tﬂ ou"on.com Because of “ﬂuf l‘e“giﬂus "Pbriﬂgiﬂg is a litt |1 irif_J_,L‘T' than one or two |1I‘i.’|'|]]|' can {;.l"rlrr’lﬂ _“\',’;r;!;;'rn also writes the GrooveQut
and what you went through with your handle. Trying to put together a team of column in this issue of OutSmart
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Premier
WIRELESS

12220 Murphy Road

THANK YOU, HOUSTON!
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!
OutSmart readers have voted Premier Wireless as the i
BEST place to buy cellular phones for the 16" year in a row! i

!

To show our appreciation we will i
* - » donate $50 to Bayou City Performing Arts < - -

when you activate a new line of service at Premier.
Mention this ad for donation. Offer expires 8/31/2013.

Buy Gay and Support the Community, foo!

We’re Houston’s oldest gay-owned wireless company.

= The BEST Value in Wireless.
- The Latest and Greatest phones
« Discounts for most businesses and their employees.

: | ISprint
28 1 575 8500 « Come to our office or let us come to YOU. S I'Irlt —' Phone
i i « Full-service center to keep your phones in top-notch condition. P - Eﬁﬁfg
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Will your
money

retire before
you do?

Pam Ellis CPCU CLU ChFC CASL, Agent  The sooner you start investing,
Registered Representative :
Bus: 7138 : the more likely you are to reach
your long-term goals. Ask me

about State Farm Mutual Funds®.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.'
CALL ME TODAY,

oo StateFarm’

Contact State Farm VP Management Corp (1-800-447-4930) for a prospectus or
summary prospectus containing this and other information. Read it carefully.
Securities are not FDIC insured, are not bank guaranteed and are subject to investment

11014132  risk, including possible loss of principal. AP2012,/03/0364

Befare investing, consider the funds’ investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses,
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Join us for Houston
Restaurant Weeks 2013
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Call now for reservations!
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Alexis Hollada

Houston's transgender metal goddess

by Jef Rouner

t’s hard to think of a more stereo-
typically male music genre than
heavy metal. The scene is full of
folks like Lemmy Kilmister and
Dave Mustaine screaming full-throated
rage and sex anthems in wide aggres
sive stances, daring you to escape from
their concerts with your hearing intact.
By definition, it is the music of tough
guys, bikers, and the like, The few
women who have made a mark in metal
tend to be eye-candy fantasy vixens
who play to the same fantasies their
male counterparts conjure up.

In such an environment, you might
think that a transgender person would
face a wall of opposition, negativity, and
attack. In the case of Alexis Hollada,
vou would be wrong. She and her band,
Project Armageddon (in which she uses
the stage name Doomsiress Alexis),
have steadily risen through the ranks to

become one of Houston's best metal acts,

and her status as a transgender front-

woman has made her more of an object

of support and adoration than scorn.
“I'm very open about it,” says Holla-

da via phone. *1 mean, [ don't open my

conversations with, ‘Hi! I'm Alexis
and I'm transgendered,’ or any-
thing, but I don't hide it at all. The
vast majority of the people that I
talk to after shows have never met
a transgendered person before, and
I'mi ]1:1])]:.\' to erase stereotypes.
Show that we're not an alien race,
We're just people.”

Hollada grew up around music, s
and idolized her older brother who
was a major metal fan. He would
make her tapes that she would
wear out, and she drew her first audience
in kindergarten when she would sing Judas
Priest’s “Some Heads Are Gonna Roll” during
recess, As she grew older, she turned her ap-
preciation for Black Sabbath and Iron Maid-
en into a creative drive of her own, teaching
herself guitar at the age of seventeen.

But a love of music and a desire to
pursue it as an occupation wasn't the only
thing Hollada was experiencing as a teen-
ager. It started in the sixth or seventh
grade, when Hollada began to come to
terms with the fact that she was responding
more to advertisements meant for women
than those meant for men—especially the
ones for clothes. She wanted to cross-dress,
but feared being considered abnormal in
the small town she lived in outside of
Cleveland, Ohio. —

e
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Erasing stereotypes:
Alexis Hollada in

performance mode.
FYI: Friday, July 5,

2013, was proclaimed
Alexis Hollada Day by
Mayor Annise Parker.




Alexis Hollada [SSRRTSmE——

It wasn't until Hollada moved to Houston
that she actively began asserting her female

identity through attendance at fetish events.

“People were so open at these places,

aind waren't judging” save Hollada, “Cetting

imvolved in that scene and experimenting

]11']|I|--] me. As time went on, I became com

fortable with being obsessed with being t his

person in that environment.”

Though she started out as a guitarist
Heollada eventually evolved into a bass play
er. Her home was a frequent jam spot for fi

low musicians, none of whom could play

s0 she became proficient with the instrument

out of necessity, Eventually the bass—along

with her operatic, wailing voice—became

her primary instrument, and allowed her

to emulate her personal hero Steve Harris
of Iron Maiden, who in addition to Yass
playing is the primary songwriter for the

famous metal act

Hollac founded a band called Anath-

ematize, playing operatic metal at Zelda's to

small erowds of friends—but it's her current

work with Project Armageddon that is tak-

ing off. The band iz a stripped-down doom

metal act that calls to mind elassic Bpics like

Sabbath’s *War Pigs.” Thev released their
debut album Tides of Doom in 2011, and it
was eight songs of pure, unbearable desola-
tion that showed tremendous promise

For a band that sports only three mem-

bers, Project Armageddon has a very big

sound, though it remains curiously empty to
echo the themes of religious destruction and

natural devastation that form Lhe core of the

band's lyrical themes. Hollada oversees a
host of apocalypses throughout the sprawl
ing compositions, and her songs have a bold
simplicity and redundancy that heightens

]J]I' |||||-n§. S8Ness, |':|lf'|--r'11|.||: ||-:i:|5! hloated

tunes with needlessly intricate progres-
give solos,

That’s not to say that her bandmate
Brandon Johnson doesn't work wonders
with a guitar line, or that drummez
Raymond Matthews can’t craft intricate
thunder, They most certainly can, but
Project Armageddon speaks best when it
hurls its slow, baldly stated prophecies at
the listener

Though her Nostradamus-like
verses are stellar, it’s the strange, Philip
(Glaszian instrumental tracks that pep-
per Tides of Doom that stand out. “Call
to Piety” and “*Upon Solace's Shores” are

brief, ambient gems with a distinctly

Celtic flavor, serving as needed breathers

from assaults on the senses like “Into the
Sun” and the title track. Moments like
this bring to mind the neo-folk brilliance
of bands like Awe
what gives Project Armageddon an ¢
» traditional metal acts
e has led to some great op-
portunities. Hollada and her boys play
regularly all over town to inecreasingly
larger crowds, and they've toured Texas
ly. SXSW invited them to par
+as did 420 Fest, and more tour-
and recording is on the horizon. Hol-
lada has also signed a deal with fashion
designer Suzi Fox, who crafted a custom
vinyl outfit for her appearance at SXS5W
hased on a Projeet Armageddon fan
contest where Facebook s could vote
on the type of outfit to be erafted. Shiny
black vinyl won by a comfortable margin
Not everyone, though, accepts Hal
lada as a transgender figure in the metal
community, regardless of talent. She's
been the vietim of i'_L']‘:'I' attacks from
other figures in the international metal

scene, based entirely on her gender iden-

tity and not on her playing or singing.
In all of these instances, Hollada's fans
have rallied behind her to heap scorn on
bigoted messages and comments left on
Facebook

One particularly vicious assault came
from Kurt Van Lifeson of the Toronto-
based Free Range Humanz, who inun-
dated Hollada's Facebook page with hate
speech, More than two hundred metal
fans from Houston and beyond, including
many fellow musicians, responded with
hundreds of comments offering encour-
agement and support. The gestures, espe-
cially from so many non-trans peers and
acquaintances, left her deeply moved.

“Dude was trying to cut me down,
belittle me through his prejudice, and
all it did was put me in a spotlight,” says
Hollada.

More than anything, Hollada hopes
use her openness, and the acceptance of
her transsexuality, to inspire others who
feel intimidated or ashamed. She was
hesitant to fully begin transitioning until
she read an interview with Dan Marti-
nez, now Marissa Martinez of Cretin, who
revealed her desire to underg i
assignment surgery in the pages of Deci-
bel magazine. She knew her career might
suffer, but felt it had to be done because
her life as a married man was caught in a
sad spiral going nowhere. For Hollada, it
laid her path clear

“I read that and thought, ‘F--k yeah,

[ can do this,” says Hollada. “I haven't
looked back since. Hopefully someone
reading this will have the same kind of
moment.”

Jef Rouner is a music and pop culture
writer for Houston Pres: { Houston
Chronicle, and the author of The Bible
Spelled Backwards.

The Proof Is
in the Pruitt

araln .r'f'l'u

ar sound are raw

pure; with none of

g hitting
the open mics around Houston and
started writing songs soon after,”
Pruitt savs in an interview with
the Houston Press. "l was
very fortunate to make lots

of incredibly talented friends

along the way and | would
soak up anything they cared to
share, from advice to new riffs.”

EP's standout track,

rds. Pruitt
ermale Vocals

When she's
Fluff the Kat, Pruitt is al
ser and producer at her Montrose studia,

ords. She was even named one

nity, with a previous solo performance at the 2008
Houston Pride Festival and group performances with
Fluff the Kat at the 2002 and 2010 festivals, “As the
'honorary lesbian’ in my cover band, Fluff the Kat, |
have a tremendous gratitude and affection for the
gay community, which has been exceptionally sup-
partive of my music,” she tells the Houston Press.
Pruitt's EP sampler is available for download
through her website, cindypruitt.com. —Megan Smith
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Viccel’s Voice
An interview with out singer/songwriter Vicci Martinez

by Gregg Shapiro

Micci Martinez had been at it for
a while as an independent mu-

¢ outpatient treatment
4 rE|Gp5e prevenhon recognition she deserved. Hav-
EMPOWERING LGBT HOUSTON Formerly Montrose Counseling Center e aftercare ing had mixed experiences with other TV

talent competition shows, Martinez found
her groove on the 2011 season of NBC's

sician before she achieved the

sliding scale & grant

i o=t The Voice. Championed by musician and
subsidies available

401 BRANARD STREET « HOUSTON, TX 77006 » MONTROSECENTER.ORG * 713.529.0037

Voice judge Cee-Lo Green, Martinez went

on to place third on the show.
The inereased attention and

acclaim not only substantially
SELLING HoustoN...ONE Houske AT A TiME inereased the size of Mar-

tinez’s following, but it also

Vicci is out: she first sang onstage at the age of sixteen; now, at twenty-
earned her a major-label re nine, she has earned a major-label record deal. Inser: her self-titled disc.

cord deal. The resulting disc,

Vicei (Universal Republic), songs are coming from and You mentioned Ellen and Melissa. Were
CI I l COUNCIL on which she “makes a state- just who I am. I think there’s there queer musicians whose coming-
ment” and “takes a stand,” something special, at least out experience you looked to for guid- i
AT LARGE POSITION 3 serves as a showcase for her talents as for me, when I know more about an artist. It ance or as an example? |
¥y i LB ' Ak both a singer and songwriter, helps with that connection. To connect with I've met some great artists through

ALIHO3LNI

m the audience is one of the things that’s so Olivia Travels—some older women who
Gregg Shapiro: Viccl, I'd like to begin important to me. shared their stories with me. It's inspir-
“ with your “My Journey” essay in the ing to see what they've done for other gay
Vicci CD booklet. How important was Do you think that your coming out at the people and people in general out there,
m it for you to in- age of sixteen |Their legacy is] something that I want
clude a statement I iy L S H L was in any way to eontinue.
Z e | wanted to give the infinancad by
U booklet? new au d | ence a 'ﬂ@n‘)i& it‘“u to the fact that What would it mean to you to be con-
Vieei Martinez: ONN, " LI— iy ou wWere a per- sidered a role model?
> My manager and | Hgy liie anda Wu‘h‘&? e {hege :'ormer andpsaw I'm happy to—that would be great. Music |
thought it would be Sﬂngs are (O{Y;ir&g ff[}m that it was bet- 15 a platform to say what vou believe. You
w a cool idea, because = b 1 ' ter to come out can share your feelings as well. There are
— this was my first ﬂ“'d iu’ﬁ't who H am. sooner rather opportunities to give people encourage- I
F major-label debut than later? ment to do the same, When [ was a kid, [
. album—that’s why it was self-titled. [ had seen Ellen DeGeneres and Melissa would hear love songs that talked about
1 B ﬂ/i People who have followed my career in the Etheridge go through that. I didn't want te admitting that you are in love with some-
“Creating opportunities for all our citizens is DEBBIE LEVINE Q ]J]{l::'t [know :11;&1.] wua;r :\u,\-‘ heart on my ;Jvul u-ii.h tl.haljt.li: my Iil;:_ll t\«-':-uﬂ..-:l to kflll’];.f‘ one, | remember hearing those songs —
gnl % sleeve, so a lot of peaple know me person- orward straightaway. That way, any audi-
Y 9oal' IDERDE £ RESSE 10 r.naklng nausmna GREENWGDD KING PROPERTIES ally as well. I wanted to give the new au- ence I would gain would like me for me. [
national model for how a city should be run. : , T : : e : i =
s = : dience a look into my life and where these wouldn't have to go through that issue with
With your help, we can make’that happen. dl people not [liking me or] the music because of
- Jenifer Rene Pool that. I wanted to be upfront right away.
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and those words and going to school the
next day and being like, “I'm in love with
you,” [Laughs] Dumb little things like
that, that would give you the spark to go
and do something yourself. If I can do
that, I'm happy to. That's why it's impor-
tant to me to have positive and inspira-
tional messages in my songs as much as

possible

You also write honestly about par-
ticipating in a TV talent show. Do you
think that shows such as The Voice, on
which you appeared, are here to stay
and will be the way that audiences are
introduced to new performers for years
to come?

[ think it’s definitely a platform that a

little while ago used to be looked at nega-

tively—even by other artista themselves
| was actually nervous about doing it.

When I let go of the ego part of it, | was

Jjust going to go and be myself on the

show. “I'm going to be out; I'll let people
know I'm gay I'1] let |-(-up|_1: know the
songs | want to sing and the way I want
to look, and all that.” It was a huge oppor-
tunity. With that, I got signed, and I'm
still being treated just like any other art-
ist on our roster. [Talent shows are] some-

thing that more artists like me, that were
maybe shy about it, are going to continue

to use, It's definitely working

Would you say it was an easy transition
to go from indie to major-label artist?
For me, [ was ready to go to that next lev
el. I had been running the ship for a long
time. Financially, it's hard to get your
band on the road. It’s still financially
hard. I'm getting the exposure with radio,
but you still have to invest in your brand,
you still have to go out there and do a

lot of things for free. Going on TV and
radio shows, you don’t get paid for that
But that’s the other side of it. Reaching a
large audience 13 very important, so I'm
happy with it.

You co-wrote a majority of the songs
on your most recent disc, your major
label debut Vicci. What is involved in
that process, and does it vary from col-
laborator to collaborator?

It definitely does. What I realize, too, is
that in collaborating with these people
it’s going to be my story, so [ kind of have
to figure out how I want it. Even if I'm
going into their space and their studios, |
have to be comfortable as well. When we
narrowed it down to the people I actually
worked with on the album, it was [with]
those people that [ felt I could be myself
and be comfortable and be heard. That’s

why the stories came out, and it was easy

It was éasy to do because I was working

with those right people.

Do you think you'd collaborate with
some of these same people again?

:\lh'litllt'|_\'.

“nnovative outdoor

living environments
built to reflect your
B Unique style.

In what ways would you say that the
Vicci €D differs from your previous re-
leases?

[1t’s] definitely a lot more radio-friendly,

[ would say. There are a lot more pop ele-
ments on the album, which iz something 1
wanted to do. A lot of the production [hap
pened while I was in the studio] because

I wanted to learn how to do those things.
Having all of those opportunities, being on
a major label and having a bigger budget

t a record done, I went for it. I said,
Okay, whatever I can do, ] want to do.”

Have you started thinking about or
writing songs for the next disc?

Yes, definitely. There is a couple that we
have written. I'm not sure if they'll be
used. We're just starting now and getting
ideas flowing, Knowing the direction that
I want to go in will make the process not
g0 hectic when I finally it down and do it.

832-588-7733

www.PrimoOutdoorLiving.com

Gregg Shapiro also interviews Steve Grand

in this issui of OutSmart FREgzire,
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Mic

by Shirley Knight

ichael Gott has gone from
being a barefoot schoolboy
in rural Oklahoma t

ing the featured artist in

gay piano bars and a minister who travels

the world. Along
ten albums, written two musicals, and
sung a duet with Billy Joel

“Music is pre-verbal,” Gott says. “We're

not the only species that sings or has

musie. It's a way of connecting and ex-

pressing. It's old and deep in us. It's tran

seendent. It moves us out of the mundane

parts of life. Music is a powerful tool,” he
continues. *It moves the energy around in
a room faster than anything else”

Gott became the pianist in his church

at the age of twelve. In high school, there

were only forty-three people in his gradu
ating elass, and the school was too small
to have a choir, "Now I'm grateful for that
small-town-America upbringing,” he says,

1ael Gott is spiritually in tune

I gotta be me: Michael Gott says
that music is “a way of connecting
and expressing. It's transcendent.”

recalling the freedom of being gone on his

bike all day. “At the time,” however, “I had

:nse of inferiority. I knew there

cer, broader world out there, and I

Was

ed to be out there in it.”

Gott at-

tended Oral

Roberts

University,

where absti

nence with

the opposite

sex was affirmed and encouraged. Shortly af
ter arriving at the Ch
he fell in love with his first boyfriend. While

there, he found “a sort of secret society,” and

he remains “incredibly close” to those college
friends to this day.

After earning his bachelor’s degree in
music and beginning graduate school at
Neorth Texas State in Denton, he dropped out
and got his first paying gig, which wasin a
gay piano bar in Dallas. Gott says that in
the early nineties there were four or five gay
clubs in Dallas, such as Bill's Hideaway, that
formed a eircuit for musicians.

an school. however,

Gott moved on to swanky

as the Mansion on

He formed a tr

touring, recorded album

called All Stressed Up with Ni

was at Vanessie of Santa Fe, which he

calls “the last great American piano |

During this time, Gott was
ing in a hotel where Billy Joel w

ing. Joel came in, picked up a CD, and

You're good.” Gott said, *So are

b v : : :
you.” Joel later joined Gott at the piano,

on the song *When You Wish

harmonizing

Upon a Star.

(rott says he makes his best music

when he's most authentic—when he's con
veying “a real experience of emotion in my

life, When something comes from a kernel

of emotional truth in us,” he continues,
“the listener can feel that.”
While playing in a gay g

Gott was discovered and hired by a

minister from the Center for Spiritual
Living in Dallas.
“I began a path of
personal growth

and development,”
Gott says, whach
included recover-
ing from sub-

stance and aleohol abuse.

(Fott says he resisted the call to the
ministry at first because “if you're on a
plane and someone asks what you do, if
you say you're a musician, that's cool, If
you say ‘I'm a minister, that's not cool.”
Gott is part of a movement called New —
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Thanks to OutSmart readers
for voting me a
Top Male Therapist for 2011 & 2012!
| feel very honored,

Thought, which he says is “for people who
are spiritual but not religions.”

As part of this movement, he’s been

invited to play in London, Switzerland,
the Ukraine, Canada, Mexico, and all
over the United States, sharing the stage
with best-selling authors such as Deepak
Chopra, Marianne Williamson, and Dr.
Wayne Dyer.

Since 2011, Gott has been the assis-

tant minister and choir director at Unity
Houston, a church he ecalls “very well
known in New Thought circles—iconic
large, and very successful with a diverse

ration.” He directs a service called

congreg
Wedn
because it's casual, relaxed, spontaneous,
li ng. “We try to lxl.tLJ

ay Night Live that he enjovs

and only one hou

the message based in real life,” he says,
“s0 that spiritnal principles can be taken

[ -l
Ken MclLeod, LCSW, ACSW

Licensed Clinical Social Worker ; . :
- When asked if his sexuality was ever
- e

1554 d v o an issue at Unity, he says, "Never. It has

about az much relevance as my hair color,

up and applied.”

. 5909 West Loop South, Suite 480
‘ Bellaire, Texas 77401
1902 319 5¢. @ Bernardo de Galvez Ave. 713.628.1776 * kenscounseling@aol.com

409.763.9036
Galveston.com/dibellas

[ was prematurely gray in my thirties,”
he explains, "so it was interesting, and
|u-n|;uig« would talk about it, but it iz just
Check me out on: part of me being me.”

Therapick.com or PsychologyToday.com Grott encourages anyone who has been

hurt by religion to find “a spiritual com-
munity that affirms who you are, The
churches and synagogues and mosgues
are i need of our gifts,” he says. In
Gott’s view, “We're uniquely gifted, and
when we can be our authentic selves, it
gives other people permission to be their
authentic selves. It's like ripples on the
water, It keeps expanding.”

(Gott believes that by coming out,
gay people have “caused a cultural shaft

toward greater acceptance of our differ-

ences and greater affirmation of life. We
are witnessing a major social transforma-
tion driven by gay and lesbian people. We
stand in the gap between traditional gen-
der roles, and we get to step put and be in
that slightly set-apart place, which can be
a really good thing.”

As for future goals, Gott says he
would like to develop more relationships
between Unity and the community. “1 love
Houston,” he says. “I love the cultural
richness and diversity

“Unity is a great place to get mar-
ried,” he adds. “We do the ceremony with
love and respect and a deep knowing of
its importance, and I look forward to the
day when we can do it with legal stand-
ing, too.”

Shirley Knight is a founder of The Athena

Art Project, a nonprofit commaunity arts

organization
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Dust Off Your Hat and Boots!

New Houston LGBT country-western bar is the largest in Texas

by Karen Derr

f vou've been hearthro-

ken over the closing

of the Brazos Hiver

Bottom in March,
despair no more. A new
country-western bar just for
you is opening thiz month
Neon Boots Dancehall and
Saloon is located at 11410
Hempstead Highway,

Lynn, and Willie Nelson.
The play Forever Patsy
Cline 18 about a chance
meeting with a lan who
became a lifelong friend
when Patsy played at the
Esquire, and Willie Nel-
son is said to have gotten
his first break at that
club. His song “Nightlife

hetween Antoine and 34th The boot at the bar: Neon Boots's neon boot shows off its bright colors. is reported to be inspired

Street—yes, outside the loop,
but not too far. Just past the
Northwest Mall, the location

i8 only seven miles from the heart of the we are filling a vacant niche, rather than

Montrose area eompeting with other bars.” The partners
Neon Boots resulted from a collabora- seem fit to be tied at having nabbed a venue

tion of six devout country-western dance any Texas music buff would be proud to have.

enthusiasts and
BRB orphans;

Jim Moore, Jim
Gerhold, Debbie
Diane, Rodney My-
ers, Jim Daily, and

Ron MeLeroy. Jim
Daily, who was a
patron at the BRB

for about twenty-five years, says, “Hous- The location, steeped in country-music his-
ton has supported a gay country-western tory, will lay claim to the title of the largest
dance bar for decades, so we believe LGBT country bar in Texas.

Neon Boots was formerly the Esquire
Ballroom, which opened in 1955 and head-
lined country musie legends including Patsy
Cline, George Jones, Charlie Pride, Loretta

Bewow: Neon Boots in the middle of construction gives an idea of the
size of the new bar—and this is just one area of the building.

by his time working there
in the 1950s. The huge
oak dance floor is the
original, and the stage is where Patsy
Cline belted out Willie's hit song “Crazy.”
The Esquire Ballroom, which closed in
1995, was a Houston institution that held
many fond memo-
ries for Houston

"With over ten thousand Square country music fans,
feet in the building and the two General

Manager Robert

!|J|| patios, there will be a space for i
(31" whatever mood You re |n_ previously managed

and tended bar at

the BRB, says Neon
Boots is dedicated to offering something
for everyone, While it's definitely a gay
bar, he stresses that everyone is —
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ust Oﬂ Your Hat and Boots!

Blious Dege

weleome. With over ten thousand square
feet in the building and the two patios,
there will be a space for whatever mood
you're in. In addition to the dance floor,
there 1s a raised area with tables that
will have table service, and three bar
areas. The Esquire Room will be a gquiet
area with views of the dance floor where
patrons can relax around a separate bar
and juke box. It will also offer fine wines
by the glass and display historie elub
memaorabilia.

Activities planned include weekly
karaoke, live musie, dance lessons, horse-
shoes, gay bingo, drag shows, and Sunday
benefits. The partners envision Neon
Boots being a destination elub and tourist
attraction. They are already advertising in
regional publications, so travelers can add
this Texas-size club te their itineraries,

Neon Boots visitors are first struck
by the abundant free parking—rare in
the Houston ¢lub scene, The interior
décor is Texas country western through
and through. A cedar wall greets you,
and the colors of the Et.'\.l.“- fle ag are the
predominant theme. The table-service
area is front and center, and is probably
the best E1‘I wee to view the dancers. The
club has the eapacity for 750 guests, and
the parking |n.- will be patrolled at night
by security in golf carts to make sure
evervone is safe and comfortable,

The owners fully expect to attract
more than just gay clientele, and they
stress that everyone is welcome as long as
they are friendly and respectful of same-
sex couples dancing. With the popularity
of shows like Dancing with the Stars,
interest in couples dancing is definitely
back in fashion. The ¢lub will offer free
dance lessons early in the evening so that
guests are ready to show off their moves
by the time the dance floor gets crowded.
They plan to offer two-step, waltz, swing,
and line-dance lessons.

While filling a void, the Neon Boots
Dancehall and Saloon owners stress
that they won't try to recreate the BRB,
They hope to be a Houston destination
for all kinds of Texas country-western
fun, while giving BRB orphans a place to
reconnect. Owner Jim Gerhold says, “We
know we'll need to offer the community
something we can be proud of and some-
thing that will be above the ordinary.”

You can follow the opening-month plans of

Neon Boots at neonbootsclub.com.

Karen Derr is a Houston-area Realtor and
the founder of Karen Derr Realty, now
Boulevard Realty. She writes and speaks
about home and small-business topics.
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A Dream in the Making

Michelle Tellison overcomes challenges to achieve her goal

by Megan Smith

Photo by Yvonne Feece

hen Michelle Tellison was
born in Bay City, Texas,

the doctors found that she
had all ten fingers, all ten
toes—and cerebral palsy.

After Tellison moved to Houston
with her family at age six, she explains
that her schooling was not a smooth ex-
perience, Her condition—a disorder of
movement, muscle tone, or posture that
is caused by injury or abnormal develop-
ment in the immature brain, most often
before birth—affects her speech and
requires her to use a wheelchair. Many
schools, ineluding her own, did not have
adequate cerebral palsy support services.

On top of her schooling troubles,
Tellison realized around age eight that

Sweet dreams: Michelle Tellison takes it one &ay ata time.”

she had an attraction to other girls. At
Te achieve better finanecial stability, Advances in technology have helped

Tellison dreams of becoming an entrepre-

fifteen, she came out as a lesbian
her communicate and stay connected with
others more efficiently, Tellison says. She

Now at age forty-eight, Tellison
doesn’t let ableism, homophobia, or hard- neur and developing an at-home business.

Her current idea is to sell T-shirts that helieves it will also help her build her cli-

ship stop her. She is able to use publie

transportation to get around town and, have to do with twelve-step programs ent base once she has her business up and
after some difficulty, has found an apart- and recovery. Sober for twenty-two years and running.
an active member of Aleoholics Anenymous, Tellison has set up an online donation

Tellison has been

ment that accommodates her needs. “I

live by myself.” page—including a video that tells her

Tellison says. “I -0 asking others on
am very inde- NDV'\J' at age fOI:tY EIght' . her Facebook page contribute to her entrepreneurial dream.
pendent.” TEIIlson do‘esn t Iet abielsm: to submit their She is currently a little over 5100 short of
However, H H favorite her 5500 goal. Those interested in donat-
despite having homDPhObla' e hadehlp recovery slogans ing can do so at gofundme, com/1x282w,
her high school Stop her- for these future “I really believe that I could have a
diploma, Telli- shirts. Her per- little home-based business,” Tellison says.
son’s disability has prevented her from sonal favorite is “One day at a time.”
helding a steady job. She currently lLives A big fan of solving mysteries, Tellison is

story and plan—for anyone who wants to

“I believe I can do that."

Megan Smith also writes about Cindy

on a fixed income of $500 per month. “And also very interested in research and private il : b

that's really hard to live on,” she says. investigation (P.1.) work, She believes this ERa iU Baue 0 OuiSMBES AUt Ee.
Although she receives some financial is another way for her to earn a little extra

help from loved ones, Tellison strives to money. “I will find stuff that is difficult to

find that would take up a lot of your time to
find,” Tellison says. “I love everything about

become more gelf-sufficient. “T do have
friends and family that help sometimes,
but I don’t want to depend on them all the P.I. work, and 1 have had a couple of free-
lance cases, but nothing real, no real job. 1
know how to locate people and I know how to
use a computer,”

time,” she says.
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Drift diving in Cozumel

: - & ' by Dick Dace
October 22 ~ November 2, 2013 38 Februar\; ee - Mdrchl 2014

starting at S6600° per person "= starting at 51395" per person

. BRAND G VACATIONS &=
Burgundy & Provence River Cruise Aug 4-13 2013
Vietnam & Cambaodia River Cruise Qct 15-30. 2013
' Grand Coco Bay Resort Nov @ - 16,2013
RSVP VACATIONS y : VR - ne of the first things a diver
Divina Caribbean Cruise MSC - Diving Feb 15 - 22 2014 learns is to never dive alone.
Every tank has two regula-
Club Atlantis Vallarta Oct 26 - Nov 2, 2013 SN BI0 R0 BOERLE Shel

wrong. Diving is a dangerous sport, and

Club Atlantis Vallarta Nov 2 - 8, 2013 B TR A

Venice to Rome Cruise - Celebrity Silhouette Aug 24 - Sept 3, 2013 | m;': ,J ::lt:_: fh”r-..“ ME} -“.}.‘IL‘L: :l T.mwi “.Ii
Amsterdam to Barcelona Cruise - Celebrity Constellation  Sept 5 - 15, 2013 1;‘:‘“‘\ d i‘z_;;:;g:‘;nl;m; :“ i e
LA toMexico Cruise - Comivol Mirocte Nov.10.217, 2013 ‘ 'qlumwh at is -|-~E11gla- n diver
Silhouette Caribbean Cruise - Celebrity Silhouette Feb2 -9 2014 b ;mm i .hur-li‘l\'- to I|U'Jb‘ ' ;

Buenos Aires to Rio - Oceania Regatta Feb 23 - Mar 5.2014 '(...“” Giig e

Summit Caribbean Cruise - Celebrity Summit Mar 8 - 15, 2014 “Undersea P;WF Fpione oo

Balito Slngapore Cruise - Seabourn odyssey Mar15.- 252014 an alternative to traveling by

oneself,” Hamman explains. “We

offer single divers the option of a 3 :
Undersea divers (I-r) Scott Pitkethy, Greg
Hamman, and Ron Maynard in Fiji.

Inser: the rare and elusive blue toad fish.

roommate-matehing service, so
they don't have to pay the ‘single
upcharge,’ and we welcome
non-diving gay or gay-friendly

friends and partners. We host women- in 2004, specializing in teaching buoyancy With an average eighty percent return
only, men-only, and mixed trips around skills in one-on-one training sessions. He be- rate, happy is almost an understatement.
the world, and have a great time.” gan to dream of a life beyond selling software “We help many groups around the
Being a gentle giant of linebacker bear  soon after discovering Undersea Expeditions. world book trips,” Hamman explains, “by
beef, when Hamman makes that claim “I dove with them in Roatan and Palau, negotiating with travel destinations to
vou can easily believe it. His big-brother/ and soon became good [riends with owner ensure a welcoming and fun adventure
protector demeanor is so sincere that it's Chris Winkle, who created Undersea Expedi-  for all.”
clear elients are in for a fun trip, and a tions in response to the homophobia he expe- Hamman has honed his eraft with
safe one. Ham- homo-tourist-friend-
man is obvi- T - =y = . ly precision. Before
3ummeriime Fun ai The V'['c-l'orian ously a man I bDUgl’!t Undersea IE.XPEd't[OHS‘ bECdUSE‘ | |0Ved it so h? chooses a hotel,
_ who knows much. It's a full-service professional gay travel agency dive shop, or live-
Year-round attractions and events on the Island are enjoyed by all. what Bakda: » h f L i T aboard ship, he has
The niew Galvestan Histaric Pleasure Pier with roller eoaster and other amusement park rides. ing—an old W't a 10cus on dIVIng° Thls Is What ' wa“t to do the a conversation with
Moody Gardens Tropical Rainforest ﬁlndhqurwum pyramids. salt who has fESt Of mY Iife R make Peopl e hapﬂ.yI While diving_” the general manag-
5|?h:||:1_ert‘al‘-n Galveston Water Park, indoor a_‘u:I ou[_duuf water park, happily drunk S e
o ST ol ke sue the en-
| :Lﬂg?i:g g;{‘;ﬁc’ﬁg;l;?ﬁ‘\:fég;sﬂfuﬁc:;cx?g;;;:ﬁ?m" One bedroom condo, with bunk beds, sleeps 4 adults and 2 children, minimurm two-night stay. Kool-Aid and is more than ready to bap- rienced with other groups.” Over the years, tire staff understands just who and what i
We want to be your new and used vehicle dastination.” Summer Weekday Rates Sunday - Thursday from $159 per night OR choose to tize you in it. Winkle became Hamman's mentor, offering his groups are all about. !
join us for Labor Day Weekend for a three night stay starting at 5185 per night “Traveling together also provides all excellent career advice. “We don’t want someone asking
plus tax. Advance reservation and payment required. of us with a safer experience where diving “In 2004, like Victor Kiam, the man who “Where's your wife?” because it makes
e may be challenging, or where one would said he liked Remington razors so much that everyone uncomfortable. I want them to
f CTOR | not likely travel alone,” Hamman adds. he bought the company, I bought Undersea know that we are fun and sometimes —
. MIKE BHAN onb ; ST Hamman began diving in 1996 and Expeditions because I loved it so much. It's
ACURA  DIRECT | 713596.2385 SouT € (oMt CEhies became a scuba instructor in Australia a full-service, professional gay travel agency
; EMAIL | MCHAN@STERLINGMCALLACURA.COM F with a focus on diving, This is what T want
px 6300 Seawall - Galveston - TX - 855.251.9319 to do the rest of my life—make people happy
www.facebook comigalvestonvictarian « victoriancondo.com = promo code ST2 and 5T7 while diving.”
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EEE ST. LUKE'S

SEASCN SPONSOR

I (;Ll_'ELN Ben Elton
n. 22-Feb. 2, 2014

May 6-18, 2014 June 13-26, 2014

QUT(" Tk Join us for the first Thursday performance of each show.
Post-show, you can mingle with the cast and listen to fabulous o
cabaret music with your GLBT friends at Artista. Enjoy &=
complimentary hors d'oeuvres and Happy Hour drink specials. Lot

.COM 713.558.TUTS

S|x-MnntI|
SMILES

OCLEAR BRACES©

We see children, feens, and adulfsl

* Professional Whitening + Comfortable
* Invisalign Sedation

701 Shepherd DOrive, Ste.102 @ Floyd St.
713.426.4044 » www.BristlesDental.com
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continued from previous page
flirty, and not your typical group.”

After twenty-two vears in business,
destinations seeking gay tourists are
contacting him in droves. His response is
polite but businesslike,

“That would be great,” he says to
them. “Tell me, what is it about your
hotel/dive club/destination that makes it
appealing to gay travelers?”

After a stumbling silence, the replies
are eye-rollingly predictable, “Unfortu-
nately, they often don't know anything
about the gay adventure traveler other
than their reputation for [having lots of]
disposable income.”

For the Undersea Expeditions Cinco
de Mayo 2013 Dive Trip, Hamman chose
Cozumel, an island off the Yucatan coast
that has been famous for diving since
French oceanographer Jacques-Ives
Cousteau discovered the Palancar Reef in
1954. Prior to that, Cozumel (or Cuzamil
in Mayan, meaning “land of the swal-
lows") was known as Mexico's largest Ca-
ribbean island and the sanctuary of the
Mavan goddess of fertility, Ixchel—mak-
ing it a major destination for religious
pilgrimages. Today, divers from around
the world can be found playing on beth
gides of the ocean's surface.

Hamman also chose the Occidental
Grand, a Mexican five-star all-inclusive
hotel, located about twelve miles from
downtown Cozumel. It is in the middle
of a lush green tropical garden, complete
with two pools and four restaurants, one
right on the beach and three by reserva-
tion only, There is also the requisite dive
shop and the not-so-usual resident igua-
nas that are (trust me) not pets! Since |
was traveling alone, Hamman matched
me with a roommate who also became
my dive buddy. Tommy Wilburn, who has
more than seven hundred dives under his
weight belt, is a certified master diver
and a rescue instructor—the perfect dive
buddy for anyone.

Hamman arranged for our group of
thirty divers to enjoy two morning dives
for five days, with the option to add twi-
light and night dives. Our group was
divided between two boats, the Dolphins
and the Turtles. On our boat, we were
split into two groups led by dive masters
Osvaldo Herrera and Humberto Coot
Poot, aka “Lobo.” His humor and playful
interaction with our group caused us to
become quite fond of him,

Between eleven drift dives in the
national marine park, our dive master
Herrera guided us from Palancar Reef
and Shallows to the Freneh Lady and
Columbia Reef, where we saw swimming
and sleeping nurse sharks, barracudas,

families of giant lobsters (some up to
fifteen pounds) hiding in their shallow
caves, six-foot-wide stingrays, nine-foot-
long sleeping eels; and thousands of Tech-
nicolor fish, straight from Disney central
casting, that seemed to glow in the bright
sunlight-diffused sea

While we all knew that Cozumel was
famous for its drift diving, it was a new
experience for most of us. And frankly,
“drift diving,” which conjures up images
of the gentle aguatic equivalent of a relax-
ing breeze, could not be more incorrectly
named.

With the current so strong, drift div-
ing often makes you feel like storm-tossed
flotsam or, as was often the case with me,
like a stringless marionette having an
undersea seizure. And [ was not the only
diver struggling with the ocean's power
Sometimes it took all our strength to keep
from being pushed into the reefs—and
each other. They may call it drift diving,
but I call it current surfing. One must
grab the “wave,” hang on, and pray! Add
to that the thermoclines, where super-cold
layers of water add a frigid accent to the
cuarrents, and each dive experience be-
came a wild undersea roller-coaster ride

Herrera, who spent four years leading
dives in Playa del Carmen before moving
to Cozumel two years ago, has recently
completed his teaching certification be-
cause he wants to share the beauty under
the sea with everyone. “We all must follow
the rules to protect the reef,” he said. As
a single man, he dreams of traveling the
world and one day getting married. His
passion to protect the reef came through
loud and clear one day, when he evicted
a photographer who was destroying coral
while trying to capture the perfect photo
of one of Cozumel's rare and elusive blue
toad fish. “I wish I could ban that person
from diving forever,” he said as he tried to
control the anger in his voice. “This reef is
our life! Respect it or get out!”

On another dive, while Herrera was
guiding us through a tunnel of coral
where sharks and lobsters slept, he spied
a lion fish, an invasive non-native fish
that is destroying the reef, He promptly
speared it with his dive knife, chopped it
up and fed it to an eel and its scavengers,
While no sea creature will eat a live lion
fish, there’s no lack of takers for dead
ones,

The Occidental Grand, a fairly new
hotel, was very beautiful, and its grounds
were meticulously maintained by an
army of gardeners. The walks were swept
several times a day, and fresh hibiscus
flowers were often left in our rooms, along
with a veritable zoo of towel sculptures—
an elephant, a swan, and even an octopus
who took up half the bed. Having assumed
these were all gifts from our maid, we —

Always remember, what happens in the corners, stays in
the corners.

Parsche of West Houstor

Maokbil i

DOMA is DEAD!

713.623.1639
1333 Heights Blvd. Ste, 103
Houston, Texas 77008

Alicia Pérez, Esq.
Immigration Law
www.immigratehouston.com
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later discovered that this cotton cloth ori-
gami was the work of one woman whose
sole job was to create towel sculptures for

every room on the property.

While researching for this trip, I came

across a report from Fox News Latino,
which stated that since January 2, 2012,
“Gay and Lesbian couples can now gel
legally wed in paradise. Same-sex mar-
riage has become legally recognized in
the Mexican Caribbean resort towns of
Cancun and Cozumel by entering into a
civil code marriage [sic].”

When I spoke with the Occidental
Grand’s manager Ricardo Torres about
Eay guests getting married on his prop
erty; he countered emphatically.

“Gay marriage is not legal here, de-
spite what Fox f\'- wi Latino has report-
ed.” Then Torres's tone softened slightly
“However, anyone can have their friend-
ship or relationship blessed anywhere on
the property, on the beach, or in one of
our four restaurants, with a reception for
up to 130 guests—but not by a Catholic
priest.”

Around six o'clock one evening, a few
of us ran into each other on the walkway

to the dinner buffet. One of our group, my

new BFF Ida Franklin, turned to us and said
that she could not face another buffet meal,
and invited us to drive into the city and dine
at Guido's, her favorite Italian restaurant

Located on the main road near the cruise
ship terminals, Guide’s dining room was in
an open-air courtyard, cooled with a bat-
talion of fans, The garlic bread was a very
thin wood-fired pizza, just the right amount
of charred blisters with succulent pillows of
garlic-infused cheese. The Margherita pizza
was perfection, as was the grilled filet with
a side of risotto. The brick wood-fired oven
redfish, gently brushed with olive oil served
with al dente pasta, was dreamworthy. Our
wait staff was most helpful, friendly, and
courteous.

Our “dessert” on the way home, however,
was another flavor entirely.

On the way back to the hotel, we were

pulled over by the police. One in our group

spoke passable Spanish and acted as our d

facto interpreter. The officer stated in Span-
ish that he needed to see Franklin’s driver’s
license. The officer stepped away from the
car for a moment, then came back to say that
the license could be ])IL"HL'.| up the next day
at the police station. When Franklin asked
in English why we were stopped, the officer
said, in English, “Speeding.”

When she asked in Engligh how much the

fine was, he responded in perfect, un-accent-

IT’S TIME

FOR SAME SEX IMMIGRATION

IMMIG ATfON LAW FIRM

Experts in immigration courts, bonds, appeals,

ed English, “Forty bucks.” Franklin then
asked in Englisgh 1f it was possible to pay
the fine tonight
“Yes, but I cannot give you a receipt.”
If his English was any more perfect,
we would have suspected he was from
Des Moines.

Naturally, we all chipped in to pay the

fine and drove slowly back to the hotel
while we all tried to figure out how to say
“we just got rolled” in Spanish. We all
decided to refer to the incident as DW'T
driving while a tourist—and agreed we
were victims of a forty-dollar shakedown,

Next time, I'll opt for the flan instead
of the fine.

When Hamman thanked all of us at
our farewell dinner for attending and an
nounced upcoming new trips—Thanks-
giving week on the island of Saba, New
Year's aboard the Atlantis Azores in thi
a week in Belize next

Philippines, at
May—I became suddenly very hungry for
another Undersea Expedition.

And that was just fine by me.

Dich Dace “does | h for a living” as th
principal of The Epicurean Publicist.

Ustor

twenty-one

midlone

Mammoth Hot Sprmgs .
Lamar; Valley WldthlTuur Y
¥ Jackson Hole & Mure'

Small tour with 10 snowmobiles,
two persons, each. .

Please see our website for
additional tours. We specialize in
corporate, special interest and personal
group tours. Pack your bags and leave
the details to TopNotch!

TopNotch Tours

Custom Designed Group Tours
topnotchtrs.com

phone: 713.203.0324 « travel @topnotchtrs.com

CANTWAIT orise HERT?
Book Your Warm Weather and Fun Today!

New England & Canada Cruise
October 12-19,2013 | Departs from New'ork
Caribbean Princess®

Gayribbean Pre-Halloween Cruise
October 20-27, 2013 | Departs from Galveston
CarnivalMagic ©

Gayribbean Halloween Cruise
A Oct 26-Nov 2, 2014 | Departs from Galveston
; Haydf Caribbeap’s Nawgafuraf fﬁe Seas”

DOWHIOWH

14 Rosenberg (25th) t

W)
2.5 bath

Designer downtown lofi
in the heart of the action.
Parking space and
mezzanine for study

or bed, Front zoned
commercial for plenty of
options. Great buying.

3310 Ave Q 1/2

$189,000
4 bed / 2 bath

Restored midtown
home with the best
of old and new.
Double front porches,
hardwood floors, high
ceilings and more,
New kitchen with

ite counters.
Fenced yard, close
to the beach.

business, family visa petitions incluiding
Same-Sex visa Petitions
Private, Discrete and Confidential

ATTORNEY
RAED GONZALEZ, JD, LLM

713-481-3040

GONZALEZOLIVIERILLC.COM
EVITALADEPORTACION.COM
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Realtor™ CNE, Green, Eco Broker ™
pany | (T13) B57-2309

CONTEMPORARY EXTERIORS! ,
EXTRAVAGANT INTERIORS ! v

PRIVATE WINE STORAGE « CONFERENCE RODM = MEDIA RODM CALL TODAY!
CLUBROOM = BARK PARK « PODL/HOT TUB » PARKING GARAGE 877-560-8318
VOV FITNESS CENTER « [:uuﬂmns V/ TV & BRILL AREAS } P :

- [ AN The Pra-Halloween Cruise, our ligest Event of the Year, With

fabulous shows and great antertiainment plus parties and ch
715.622.2120 | www. 2121 midlane.com m-;;mmw_m’;fﬁmﬂwﬁ;’:‘
Professiontlly Managed by MORGAN :
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Apple iTunes
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- ADVERTISING

'BRANDING

CREATIVE CONSULTING

PHOTOGRAPHY
PRESENTATIONS
TRADE SHOWS

MARKETING

INFORMATION ARCHITECTURE

‘BROCHURES

. GRAPHIC DESIGN =

~USER EXPERIENCE

GROUP

Lanz;.mrl nney

com
3017 NI Durham Drive
Suite 110

Houston " IX /7018
/13-9794500

lanzandswinney.com

s o

LanzSwinney

A FAMILY OF COMPANIES
HELPING YOUR
BUSINESS SUCCEED
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metrol

remodeling systems

Complete Interior Remodels

Custom Outdoor Living Spaces
www.MetroRemodelingSystems.com

L) BB25 Solon Rd. Suite E8 | Houston
nﬁ 832.688.9256 Office | 832.633.6309 Cell

® Found your home
and need an inspection?

INSPECTORB "

Bob John Cromeans — Texas Professional Real Estate Inspector

EXPERIENCED - THUHUUGH . I(NI]WI.E[]GEABI.E

Providing detailed inspection reports in a timely manner.

“Know what you re buylng TREL Licenss #: $627

281-832-1013 © www.InspectorBob.net © Bob@InspectorBob.net

62 30pm I'l'l'lur 9 30arn =Tz
6:30/1'Sun = 11am - Bpm

., : 2830 HICKS ST. (BETWEEN WASHINGTON & 1-10)
L 713-B69-B321 » www.AmesWarehousevcom‘ Pl

JUNE|2013

PHOTOS BY DALTON [

_‘_EF#.STW{: ENTRANCE

MORE PHOTOS >>
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Octavio Barrios, MD Do Business wiTH PeoPLE YOU LIKE

Adult Primary Care KAREN DERR

www.doc barrios.com
Vot1eD BEST REALTOR

U

Avg. Contact Time
With Dr. Barrios

32 Minutes!

Board Certified
American Board of
Family Medicine

KARENDERR.COM
Direct | 713.875.7050

By Appointment
Same Day Available
For Acute Illness

Most
Insurances
Accepted
Pasadena Houston - Montrose
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: Wednesday, Friday, Saturday:
Honzon Famuly Healthcare Skin Renaissance Laser Center - i G
7106 .\']n:uucf Highway 517 West Gray St Taken to the the Studs in 2007
281-542-9400 713-942-7546 723 Le Green in Houston Heights. 2 bedroom,

2 bath with a real 2 car garage with auto opener.
Driveway has auto gate too. Almost everything

updated, Heart of pine floors...$389,000

o 2a% ' When detail

: o Make the most
| matters’ HEEEEEITR NN

=

-

, |

15 Pl Just because homes are selling quick!g_,doegnt mean |

| youean't get more money with prm‘esmc‘mal help: ‘ |

I aren Derr i¢ a Certified Home Marketing Specialist
| with over 20+ years experience. |
Hit the market strategically pne?d
' s and staged for the most money:
-Best Eye Doctor | - b
as voted by OutSmart | “Karen loaned me furniture aild_hralpen 'mF de-clutte |
. ' 1w home to et it cold tor top aollar. _

b ._ Beaters 21]12.,& ; | my ) i |

State-of-the-Art Medical Eye Care | = ol |

l “Roeeiving ?’:’\Ult{;}lg offers wag :.i!eaa. ul, |
il oo | Karen helped me chooge the offer that !;UCIUL{| | |
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD Cataract Surgery | loce uickly and net me the most |
S e —Retiree moving to be near daugnter | |

Now Affiliated with Comprehensive Ophthalmology [E'— ¢ -

Entmbbeied 1571

HoustTonN EYE ASSOCIATES
5420 Dashwood, Suite 101, Houston, Tx 77081 | www.HoustonEye.com

NEW LOCATION  B619 W. Broadway, Suite 101, Pearland, TX 77584

= MMDR_E PHOTOS >> 713668-9118 832.553.EYES (3937)

BOULEVARD
REKTT ¥
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713.862.1600 Houston & GALVESTON  YOURBIVD.COM
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Crocker Bar

2312 Crocker St Hous!on, D\’ 77'006
Sunday, August 25, 2013
5pm — 9pm

Donation atthe door,: 21&up i Mike Copenhaver Marc Ruiz
i Broker / Realtor Realtor

713-528-4963 B32-419-8484
MikeCopenhaver@remax.net MarcRuiz @remax.net

fl  Each Office
Ingependantly Owned
2626 Richmond Ave.

Houston, TX 77098 REALTOR®

CONEIDE W i

REGAINIIWITITEDC T Y SURGERY

'3

* Least Invasive Permanent Hair Transplant o Bleoh |
epharoplasty

MORE PHOTOS >>

* Minimal Downtime

o oasieiraieel | . “ A b - o Calf Augmentation
» Large Areas in Single Session [ Y ' £ o Ot ftia

* For Men and Women

Plastic Surgsfy Center

16605 SW Fwy. * Ste. 175
@ Methodist Sugar Land Hospital
Sugar Land, TX

281.846.4692

4

FREE NeoGraft" informational seminar
in September. Space is LIMITED
Call for more information/RSVP

4 Hair Restoration
« Liposuction
- Male Rhinoplasty

,/“'—'_'_'__'__'
.I‘ ia s

3
)

Jon A. Mathy, MD

Stanford University

Board Certified

m.NUJUV.com\
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massage,
bodywork

A
T, NM.T., Il Reiki T

sports

swedish

deep fissue
neuromuscular
reiki

J Voted one of
Houston's best
massage therapisrs

2009.2010,2011
and 2012
-outsmart magazine

713 269 7926

- o A =1 .
HeighisiDeimatology&IAestieticlGenies
Welnowofferdthe I'"liutﬁl ; tm‘éhﬁﬁ
Mohs Micrograph By
General Dermatology  Cor
in Cancer Detection  Las
Cancer Surgery :_-;

smetic Dermatology L

Board C t d : e
Phone: 7@3-864—?&59
Fax: 713864-5577

2120 Ashland @ West
Houston, Texas 77008

Own A Piece Of Tha lsland
Own Peace Of Mind™

SINCE T?a8

409.765.9837
TRAMONTEREALTY.COM

Joe Tramonte

Y. INC

1815 SEALY
3/2.5 3,242 sf
$389,000

_1414 HARBOR VIEW
4 3/2/2 1,857 sf
$214,500

6809 GOLF CREST
3/2/2 1,485 sf
$144,800

£

H

:
2
B

Pri| siyBlay

MAINTENANCE
X3.863.8255

Memorial Drive

Allen Parkway

+ State-of-the-Art Automotive
Repair Facility

* Mechanics Specialize in Both
Import & Domestic Vehicles

* Quality, Reliable and Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

* Centrally Located with Immediate
Access to I-10 and Memaorial
Dr/Allen Parkway

* Guaranteed Parts & Services

MNational Inatfuted for
. AUTOMOTIVE
= SEAVICE
EXCELLENGCE

Monday - Friday 7am - Bpm
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GLORIA’S HOUSTON
2616 LOUISIANA ST.
SUITE 101 «+ HOUSTON, TX
OPEN SUN-THU: 11AM-10PM
AND FRI-SAT: 11AM-2AM

WWW.GLORIASRESTAURANTS.COM

SUNDAY
INCH!

Serving our
Community in
a Safe & Caring
Environment.

Psychotherapy, Carger Counseling,
Individual, & Relationship

DENIS “WooDjaA”
FLANIGAN, PH. D.
Licensed psychologist

,- Voted Best Psycholqgist{

20ir®& 2012 OurSmars
Readers Choice Awards

family relational issues

to regain your di

sense of meaning

your happiness

HELPING YOU REACH YOUR FULL POTENTIAL!

2600 Southwest Fwy., Suite 409 Houston, TX 77098
www.Houston-Psychologist.com | 713-589-9804
For mental health news, and information, you can follow me at
www.facebook.com/Flanigan.psychotherapy

| Residential & Commercial REALTOR®
Accredited Luxury Home Specialist

I take pride in my profession...

RESULTS MATTER!
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GREENE
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Web TV

A treasure chest of hidden LGBT gems

by David-Elijah Nahmod

f you're wondering why Logo 1s air-
ing Bewitched reruns instead of the
cutting-edge gay programming they
claim to offer, wonder no more. Just
head on over to YouTube, where you can
find scores of delightfully offbeat shows
that speak directly to the discriminat-
ing gay viewer. Here are a few samples of

what you'll find on the weh:

Anyone but Me

This impressive serial comes with a
pedigree: writers/creators Susan Miller
and Tina Cesa Ward had a hand in l1|'1|Lg-
ing Showtime’s The L Word to the screen.
Anyone but Me's technical polish is as
good as anything a major network like
Showtime might produce. Sweet,
well-acted, and low-key, the show tells
the story of Aster and Vivian, two young
women in love who struggle to find their
own paths in the evolving world we now
live in. As they struggle to make a long-
distance relationship work, they interact
with an ethnically and sexually diverse
group of friends. Visit anyonebutme
series.com for a look.

Eastsiders

A very dark, yet slyly humorous gay

goap co-starring Van Hansis, who broke
ground (and hearts) as openly gay Luke
Snyder on the cancelled CBS soap As the
World Turns. In Eastsiders, Hansis and
writer/director Kit Williamson play a gay
couple struggling to stay together as they
suffer through episodes of infidelity and
drunken outbursts. The guys are easy on
the eyes, too! Check it out at eastsiders
theseries.com

O/d Dogs New Tricks

Don't miss Leon Acord’s hilarious, sweet,
and sometimes naughty sitcom about mid-
dle-aged pay men navigating the dating
pool in West Hollywood, California, where
thirty is considered the retirement age.
The fiftyish cast is delightfully sexy. The

: - Adventures of
- 1}_&_! and Meg

impressive guest star list includes Olym-
pic gold-medalist Greg Louganis and soap
heartthrob Thom Bierdz (who gets to do all
kinds of things he couldn’t do on The Young
and the Restless!). See it at olddogsnew
trickstheseries.com.

The Sweet Adventures of Nat and Meg
Travel around with the congenial and up-
beat Nat and Meg as they shine a positive
light on the LGBT community in a variety
of locations. The girls are clearly having

a great time, as in when they chat with a
women's chorus in New Mexico. But they
also have their serious moments, At the
National Equality March in Washington,
they turn their camera on an antigay hater
who screams at the marchers. Sweet and
adorably young, Meg and Nat also talk about
LGBT history in this charmer of a series
produced by the lesbian pop culture site
After Ellen. Watch it at afterellen.com.

Brooklyn Is for Lovers
Decidedly R-rated romping with a group of
gay, lesbian, straight, and bisexual hipsters

in Brooklyn, New York, Everyone is open
to everything in this daring peek inside
our evolving world, where sexuality is
ever-changing and fluid. Check it out

at bidl.tw,

Ask the Sexpert with Conner Habib

Porn hottie Conner Hahib, who's also
a published author and a former —

ne.com  AUGUST 2013
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college professor, picks up where Dr, Ruth
left off. Habib, who's sexy even with his
clothes on, is alse funny, wise, and quite
articulate. In this web series, ironically
produced by Logo, Habib answers view
ers’ questions about sex and sexuality
Topics have included straight erushes,
sexual racism, “Should I have sex with
my ex?", and foot fetishism. (The good-na
tured Habib tried to set an embarrassed
viewer at ease regarding the latter.) Got
a question for the sexpert? E-mail Habib
at tips@newnownext.com, Wanna watch?
Log ento nnnext.com

Where the Bears Are
Like big, hairy guys? You'll find them
in abundance in this cross between The
Golden Girls, Murder She Wrote, and the
Sunday beer bust at your favorite leather
bar. As they search for Mr. Right, our
delightful bears manage to crack a mur-
der mystery! Filmed on location in Silver-
lake, Los Angeles's “other” gay neighbor-
hood. See it at wherethebearsare.tv
Happy viewing!
David-Elij fahmod lives in San Fran-
.---.m ,11 career tncludes
LGBT publicat , monster magazines,
and the Times n‘] srael
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Color Me ‘Orange’

e Is the New Black

Garety abounds in Net tflix's Or: ing

Women in prison: the cast of Orange Is the New
Black includes Natasha Lyonne (as lesbian ex- ;
addict Nicky, third from left) and trans woman La- M Cr&dl
verne Cox (as trans woman Sophia, combing hair).
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Have your ety
| wedding reception vy of B
h

hile holding a rainbow flag and
singing the National Anthem at
the New York City Gay Pride Parade’s

' land. Today [July 17, Kick-Off Rally on June 28, 2013, Lady
er'e. 2013], Queen Eliza- Gaga changed “star-spangled banner
beth officially legal- yet wave” to “star-spangled flag of pride
Five out of ninejustices algo ized gay marriage yet wave.” And instead of ending the
agreed that you have the right to in Britain. Or as she song with “home of the brave,” she
célebrate your newfound wedded o s 'Y_":'” know, finished off with “home for the gay.”
bliss wherever and whenever the It dOSME ARE RIS
hell you want. have to be tea and E ;
crumpets. Some- L ; # O'er the land of the
times it can just be . , : free?: Lady Gaga

gives the National Allen West qomer us. Republican congressman from Flarida)
Anthem a gay twist. {Facebook, /113

”l fl [y
“Having

Congratulations!
RSVP 713-522-7654.

two crumpets.”

Gaga’s National Anthem word changes.

o served in the US Army for 22 vears along-
side some very brave men and women, [ find Lady

e
A
, l 1 1 "}S Dan Cathy (COD, Chick-fil-A) H'EIII'Y Rollins tradiohost, writer, actor, publisher, activist, musician) Gaga's defiling of our National Anthem reprehensi-

Re: Dan Cathy's tweet in response to the DOMA verdict. (LA Weekly, 1/413) hle. We are the land of the free because America has
BRIV K Rl dancathy Re: the DOMA verdict always been the home of the brave from Lexington
e o v « Sad day for our nation; founding fathers would be “Justice Scalia, you got beat. It happens. He should be reminded that he and Concord to Kandahar. This young lady should be
ashamed of our gen. to abandon wisdom of the ages re: doesn't serve the people, he serves the Constitution. I don't understand taken to Ft. McHenry and given a history lesson as
cornerstone of strong societies. what part of the 14th Amendment isn't clear to him, Scalia talks in obtuse to why Francis Scott Key wrote those words incred
legalese, which | think is intended to leave many people nodding politely ible wards [s1¢], In this week where we remember the
while they inherently understand that he's full of it. Term limits, please 150th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg and

the 237th anniversary of our Independence is further

evidence of the level of ignorance and disrespect some
have for our national character, She and all those

Laverne Cox
(aciress, producer, transgender
advocate, and star of Netfiix's
Orange I5 the New Biack)

( The Advocate,
Rugust/September 2013)

“In black male
drag, | noticed
white women
cross to the other
side of the street
~ and clutch their

who cheerad her abomination should be ashamed and
apologize to every serving and retired member of our
Armed Services. But perhaps I ask too much. . "

(The Advecate, August/September 2013)
In a lot of my appearances | talk about my wife
and kids. What's funny is that | would get off
stage and someone would say, “You know, | really
thought you were hilarious and all, but you didn’t
really make a statement for gay rights.” Like, jack-
ass, | just did a whole f--king hour about my wife
and kids. You can't get any gayer than that.

I
L purses even
t_
[

= tighter” |

Immigration Rights

for LGBT Couples. : = o 1 T
Find out if the DOMA victory can help yous %3 Natasha Lyonne

{ Qut, June/July 2013, Benjamin Solamon)

o Re: her lesbian role in the Netfliz series Orange Is

?- Voted Best Altorney CALL US! the New Black.

: \__,./"‘I' 2007-2012 -Otsman Rsaders' Survey « Adoption “These characters are human beings, If they're gay,
* Immigration so be it! How many times do we need to see a Kinsey

Miley Cyrus

(Taranta Sun, 7/16/13, Jane Stevenson)

When [ cut my hair, “everyone said I was a leshian,
but I'm like, ‘Being a lesbian isn't a bad thing. So if

KATINE & NECHMAN L.L.P = Employment Law scale to realize that sexuality is fluid? I remember m:}??m:z?gigand vou think I look like I'm a lesbian, I'm not offended.
il

VEST, SUITE 180 = HIV Discrimination when I was in your magazine [Out] for But I'm a ; can't get any gayer! You can eall me much worse.' I've been called much
s 77008 = Griminal Law i
13-808-1000 = Real Estale, HOA,
OM and Relationship Issues
Infoé lawkn.com » Estate Planning Documents

"4 firm dedicated 1o obtaining MORE than just ‘Skim Milkk Marriage’ for ALL Texans”

Cheerleader [2000], I can't believe how little shit waorse. Being a leshian i3 a compliment more than

has changed.” what else they call me.”
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DVD Shorts

Girfs: The Complete §

‘Free Angéla’

n 1970, nothing scared the
[United States government
more than a woman of color

who was a member of the Black
Panther Party, a vocal feminist
activist, and an open commu

Nnise, .-\.I.-__'l la ]?:I'-. 15 WHS ||| of

those things. In her documenta-
! Al7

ry Free An;

Prisoners, director Shi

Polit

1 Lynch

lelves into the life of this world

renowned political activist and
scholar

After spending time as a
graduate student in Europe
|]||"|-|" wWas recru Il'(l L :"l all as
sistant professor of philosophy at
the University of California-Los
Anpeles (UCLA). Her first lec
ture drew two thousand students
who were all curious about this
controversial professor, Despite
positive student response, the
University of California Board

of Regents fired Davis from her

post for her affiliation with the
Communist Party. This incident
was only the beginning of Da-
vis’s controversies.

Soon after, violence and
death struck at the Marin
County eourthouse, Radical ae
tivist Jonathan Jackson, a friend
of Davis, attempted to negoti-
ate the freedom of the Soledad
drothers—which included his
brother George—by kidnapping
Judge Harold Haley, A shootout
pecurred and four men, includ
ing Haley and Jackson, were
killed. Two guns used in the in-
cident were registered in Davis's
name—guns she had bought
for protection after receiving
death threats during her days
at UCLA.

Davis was immediately ac-
cused of kidnapping, murder,
and conspiracy. She sought
refuge underground, was placed
on the FBI's Ten Most Wanted
list, and was presumed guilty.

But. as one of Davis's support-
ers stated, “What thev're d
rated form of

to her is an exag

what happen:

> in this eountry. Would

vou give yourself up to the

vultures?”

Hundreds of “Angela Davis-
es” were arrested—any woman
r Afro

hairstyle was suspect. When

of color who had a simila

finally arrested, the police
msisted on checking Davig for

her signature front tooth gap to

prove that she was the real deal
From there, the film details
her twenty-two-month prison

experience. During this time,
the “Free Angela and All Politi-
cal Prisoners” campaign spread
across the world. Davis insisted
on having “all political prison-
ers” added to the slogan—she
would not forsake her activ-
ism for others despite her own
imprisonment.

Although Davis came out as
a lesbian in 1997, her history
proves that sexuality can be
fluid, What sets this documen-
tary apart from others is its
in-depth look at the relation-
ghip between Davis and George
Jackson. Previously dezeribed

as solely politieal, it is revealed

* Controversial: in Free Angela and All Politi-
*_, cal Prisoners, Davis goes from professor to
S prison . . . and finally to freedom.

16.95 Breckfast Specials
Fam—10am Mon — fi

i love for Jackson was
-.L"u'.l.l||_'-_ guite intimate—-:

FBI statement notes that the

ery day to black

ity was a very low-key thing

in the Party,” Robyn Ceanne

. a member of the

‘k Panther Party, wrote in
ssay “Engendering the
Black Freedom Struggle.” *It
was just natural that women
had women lovers and men lov-
ers at the same time.”

Rich with amazing histori-
cal footage and interviews of
Davisg's friends, family, and
fellow Party members, the
documentary ends as Davis is
unexpectedly acquitted. The
final imagery of Davis with
her fist raised in salute truly

MIDTOWN
BAR & QRILL

OPEN 24 HOURS

BREAKFAST/LUNCH/DINNER
:4«‘!‘""; FULL BAR E“"’?w'q;
W cor
American/Greek/Ifalian
Comfort Dishes

YSW qiray @Talt | 715528 2

NEW TimeWise
Repair™

The most advanced
age-fighting skin
care from Mary Kay
Is herel!

Reduce the look of

deep lines and wrinkles.
Restore the appearance

of lifted contours.
Recapture youthful volume,

Contact me today.

Daily Lndh Spetials
10am — 4pm

exemplifies what it means to
give power to the people.

Cindy Pruitt in this issue of

QutSmart magazine

Glenita S. Lampkin
Independent Beauty Consultant
www.marykay.com/glenita
832.535.1880

Anxious,
depressed,
stressed,
compulsive,
or distracted?

MEN OFTEN TALK ABOUT:

Being competent in some areas
while struggling with others

Being tough on the outside
but hurting inside

Shutting down

Needing to belong,
but feeling separate

Hurt, pain, loneliness

Feeling unappreciated, inadequate,
or misunderstood

Difficult with understanding or
expressing their emotions

Sexual and relationship concerns

"~ Thank You!

“lam d’eep!y honored by your
votes and constantly strive to
deserve your confidence”.

Tony Carroll, Lcsw

2 x.‘.',‘j. .-f:-:,_—.f/,i,'f ,'r/g’j.a,r amed ;'(J.)z.', r',;‘t.u.,-f

houston

Therapist

1006 Missouri St. Houston, TX 77006

713-527-0000

www.HoustonTherapist.com

A BIGGER MINI
THAT BEAR-HUGS
CORNERS

IS NOT NORMAL.

The four-door MINI Countryman
with seating for up to five and
available all-wheel drive:

MOMENTUM MINI
10000 SOUTHWEST FWY
HOUSTON, TX 77074-1202
888-777-4081

MOMENTUMMINLCOM
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Mighty Real: Greatest Dance Hits

Ausic p (concordr

{sh-k-boom.com), =5.L W

August

f anyone has
a right to sing
the blues, it's

queer blues belter
Candye Kane. A

Pa nereatic cancer

7ZIErS

survivor, Kane has
traveled a bumpy
road personally

and professionally,
but is, as her 2000
disc declared, The
Toughest Girl in the
World. That spirit
shines through

on her latest

disc, Coming Out
Swinging (Vizztone).
Teaming up once
again with young
guitar wonder Laura

Chavez, Kane wails Mie

and works her way Nt

through a set of
thirteen tracks, nine
of which are original f
compositions,

Knockouts include

“Au Revoir Y'all”

(sung mostly en

francais!), the

anthemic “Rise Up!” i "
and the intoxicating

“I'm the Reason Why You
Drink,” as well as Kane’s
swinging interpretation of
“Marijuana Boogie.”

Women's music legend Tret
Fure is now in her fifth decade
as a recording artist. At her
most prolific in this current
century, Fure has released half
a dozen discs since 2001, the
latest being A Piece of the Sky

(Tomboy Girl), She uncovers the

mysteries of our bodies, souls,
and hearts on the title cut and
makes an unexpected (and
lovely) reference to “Somewhere

agazine.comn

A Plece of the Sky,

Tret Fure

over the Rainbow™
in “Bluebird,” a
song about giving
love another
chance. "The

Zen of Being”
brings a whole
new perspective

to calendars and

the march of time.
“Bucket of Tears”
is the tearjerker
its title implies.
The bouncy “The
Artist Way” is the
kind of personal
career statement
that only Fure
could make,

and “My Best”

is the result of

having lived a full

HELLE MALONE her reflecting on
' DAY 2

and creative life.
To close the dise,
Fure lili;lf.-i into
her personal
record crates
with “That Side
of the Moon,”
a song that
originally
appeared on her
1984 Terminal Hold album
Like Kane and Fure, out
singer/songwriter Michelle
Malone has been all over the
record label map, even recording
for Arista (the Lenny Kaye-
produced Relentless), as well
as Walter Yetnikoff’s Velvel
(Beneath the Devil Moon)
and Amy Ray's Daemon. Day
2, released on her own SBS
(Strange Bird Songs) label,
co-produced by fellow Georgia
native Shawn Mullins (of
“Lullaby” fame) and Gerry
Hansen, finds Malone going
deeper into her southern roots.
Omn “Other Girls,” Malone
conjures Lucinda Williams at
her most raucous. She proudly
displays her political zide
on “Immigration Game” and

Lesbian -Li_stening Party

then gets personal on the
smoldering “Marlboro Man”
and the heavenly “St. Peter,”
“The Auditor” and "Wasted
on You" are proof that Malone
has maintained her sense of
humor after all these years.
There's nothing remaotely
resembling the sophomore
slump on lesbian singer/
songwriter Julia Weldon's
awesome second disc Light Is
¢ Ghost (juliaweldon.com). An
exceptional songwriter and
musician, Weldon offers new
hope for the next generation
of queer female performers,
writing with a maturity that
belies her youth. It's hard not
be effusive after listening
(repeatedly) to songs such
as “Meadow,” “Went to My
Woman,” “Careful in the
Dark,” “You Never Know,”
and *Soeon.” Julia Weldon,
who doesn't shy away from
queer subject matter in her
songs (the amazing “All [ Gave
Her” and “All the Birds™),
is an artist with whom vou
will want to become well-
acquainted
the better.

and the sconer

For the complete article,
including CSS'’s Planta and We
Are/She Is’s Name Game, log
on to OutSmartMagazine.com.

Gregg Shapiro is o regular
contributor to OutSmart
magazine.
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Right now is the perfect opportunity to be proud of who
you are; to be compassionate to yourself and to others;
and to show gratitude to those you love and truly appreciate.

Thank you again to my OutSmart readers for voting
me best astrologer again for all of these many years.”
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by OutSmart Readers
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ReadOut Shorts

Maxie Mainwaring, Lesbian
Dilettante

Maonica Nelan

AD TOr A
Ay, RENSIMZIon

oks.cam). —Angel Curtis

Tell the Wolves I'm Home
Carol Rifka Brunt
Tl

Brazos, Carry Me
Pablo Miguel Martinez
| This stunning

3 fa
Geoutc

LIKE LIGHT
far FLIES

the use of lang
the work of B
paper succeeds. Karima Fress (korma
press.com). =A.C.

The New ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’

Can the confiict between fundamentalist Christianity and homosexuality be resolved?

JEFF CHU

mericans have long been
fascinated by the individ-

ual’s search for spiritual

epiphany—that moment when
truth is found and commitment
possible. Literature of this sort
dates back to early pagan texts.
The 1678 publication of The
Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bun-
van in England, along with the
arrival of this nation’s Pilgrims
and Calvinist Puritans seeking
a purer form of Christianity, are
all evidence of people seeking
religious direction to eaze their
doubte—an ides firmly embed-
ded in the American psyche.

After last month’s celebra-
tion of the nation’s birth, the
150th anniversary of the Battle
of Gettysburg, the repudiation
of DOMA by the Supreme Court,
and the remarkable Wendy Da-
vis filibuster of an abortion bill
in Austin, Americans surely feel
a sea-change coming in their
quest to make the early ideals
of this country become real-
ity. After all, if one had to beil
“American culture” down to two
traits, they might well be Ameri-
cans’ love of having lots of room
around them and their distaste
for taking orders.

78 AUGUST 2013 OutSmartMagazine.com

Does Jesus Really Love Me?

leff Chu

2013 - HarperCollins
(harpercallins.com)

368 pages, $26.99,
hardcover

See Jeff Chu

in person at
Brazos Bookstore
" on September 4.

In reading through Jeff
Chu's book Does Jfesus Really
Love Me?, 1 sensed vet another
journal of a classic American
spiritual quest, akin to the
Knights of the Round Table rid-
ing into misty myth secking the
truths of the Holy Grail. Chu's
book looks for confirmation that
the conflict between fundamen-
talist Christianity and homo-
sexuality can be resolved, thus
giving him peace.

The grandson of a Baptist
preacher in China, Chu grew
upin a strict Southern Baptist
religious home with parents who
emigrated from Hong Kong in
1969. He attended Westminster
Christian School, went to chapel
weekly, and was assigned to
read the Bible and other books
that deseribed “how demons are
everywhere.” Eventually, he felt
it was all “like reading someone
else’s mail . . . ultimately sec-
ondhand and indirect.”

What Chu wanted, he writes,
wag “to know faith for myself.”
Standing in his way was a fa-
miliar barrier—he already knew
he was gay and would therefore
be considered an outsider in
many churches and religious
gatherings. So he set out, as
both pilgrim and journalist,

on a quest to understand how
people who read the same book
and followed the same God
could have so many conflicting
beliefs about Christianity and
homosexuality

His early research, com-
pleted before he set out on the
road, found that “about three-
quarters of Americans identify
as Christian,” though only a
third of those say they're regu-
lar churchgoers (a precipitous
decline in attendance since the
1990s, when one study found
that about half of Christians
reported regular attendance).
So Chu decided “to embark
on a yvear of travel, asking
the questions that have long
frightened me. My hope was
to find some answers at last,
to crisscross America as well
as the spectrum of American
Christianity.”

As a Southern Baptist,
Chu went first to Nashville,
which he calls “the Protestant
Vatican,” where he found that
Belmont University, a private
Christian institution, had
just fired varsity soccer coach
Lisa Howe after she came out.
Howe, then, provided the first
interview in his book. More
bemused by her predicament
than enflamed with activist
zeal, Howe discussed how peo-
ple not enly attacked her and
her partner, Wendy Holleman,
but also their daughter, who
was denounced by “Christians”
even before she was born.

Chu then sought out Rich-
ard Land, president of the
Southern Baptist Convention’s
Ethies and Religious Liberty
Commission, who had “talked
his way to prominence in right-
wing Republican politics.” In
his interview, Land was
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U-PLUMB-IT

1424 MONTROSE 77019
713.942.2277

WE WELCOME DRIPS
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(JutvSmart

Housten's Gay and Lesbian Media Cholce

OutSmart is Expanding!

OutSmart is accepting applications for

Advertising Sales Manager
Advertising Sales Representative
Social Media/Online Marketing Representative

line advertising sales in multiple markets reaching the GLBT com-

munity. Successful candidates must be organized, self-motivated,
energetic, outgeing, creative and experienced in advertising and marketing
sales: Must have excellent communication skills, and know how to gener-
ate leads, achieve goals, and make sales that develop into a client base.
Candidate must be committed to the success of our advertisers, and the
community in which QueSmart serves.

All candidates must have the proven ability to develop new customers
and grow sales from existing accounts. Candidate must have the ability to
develop and deliver formal presentations to groups and advertising agen-
cies. The management position requires 2-3 years of outside sales experi-
ence, plus 2-5 years of experience in managing and leading a sales depart-
ment. The ability to make effective sales calls is essential

We provide a creative and nurturing, discrimination-free work enviren-
ment. Compensation includes base salary, commission plus bonuses, medi-
cali dental/life insurance and lots of extra perks.

These positions are respansible for the development of print and on-

If you are interested in joining our team, apply for one of
these positions by emailing your resume to Employment@
OutSmartMagazine.com. Fax résumé to 713/522-3275.

SKIN Renaissance | s
LASER CENTER 7 Yesrs in a row!

Thank You
Dermal fillers can take years off, even decades; fubvimarl Readers!
giving a natural, pleasant, and well rested look.

Dr. Barrios added volume to
patient’s upper & lowsar
cheeks and chin to
reverss the signs of aging

*  Non-Surgical

& |mmediate
lasting results
* Affordable

Wrinkles + Rosacea * Facial Sagging
Acne (active & scars) = Face & Leg Veins
Laser Hair Removal

Botox* = Restylane® » Radiesse®
Balotero® - Sculptra®

Call for your FREE Consultation
713.942.SKIN (7546)

51T West dray St
Between Monirose and Taft

Dr, Barrios is a Fellow of the
amanean Society for Laser Medicine and Surgery &
Armmrican Academy of Assthetic Medicine Membar

www.skinrenaissance.net

save a life
this saturday

Every year, thousands of animals in our city are put to death for
circumstances beyond their control llkke homelessness,
abandonment and neglect. It's time to come to the aid of the
innocent. And you, Houston, are our best defense

Friends of BARC Is a non-profit group supporting the City
of Houston's Bureau of Animal Regulation and Care.
Our valunteers attend to special needs cases at the city's
animal shelter, educate the public about the importance
of spaying and neutering, and hold regular adoption events.
To date, we've saved hundreds of innocent lives. With your
help, we can save even more. Volunteer. Donate. Adopt.
Become a Friend of BARC today.

" ERINEMNDS OF

w@‘ BARC

BECOME A FRIEND. SAVE A LIFE

Adoption event every Saturday from 12pm to 4pm at BARC
320 Carr Street — 59 North, Collingsworth exit

WWW_FRIEN
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PRIME RIB Al

SAT. & SUN. BRUNCH

N-‘RE"ZO GIFT CARDS

R

4412 WASHINGTON, HOUSTON, TX 77007
713.880.5111

Readﬂut continued from page 78

particularly fierce on sexual morality,
equating homosexuality with promiscuity
and leaving Chu with the chilling state-
ment, “There is no erueler trick played by
the devil than to have it called ‘gav. My
observation is that it's obviously a pretty
sad lifestyle.” Once again, the subtext here
is that being gay is a choice, and not inher-
ent in an individual’s personality.

Chu goes on to interview a wide vari-
ety of people struggling with the religious
and politieal blowout from the conflict. He
meets with Westbore Baptist Church lead-
ers (vep, the “God Hates Fags” folks), goes
to Metropelitan Community Church ser-
vices, and gets insulted by Ted Hageard,
who clearly has continuing unresolved
izsues of his own. As page after page flew
by, I felt Chu'’s book was a sad litany of
people whose lives had been disrupted,
and sometimes destroyed, by the teachings
of churches pretending to be supportive
and loving

The American gay writer and critic
Dan Savage, who reviewed this book for
the New York Times Book Review, excoriat-
ed Chu for letting the Westhoro people slip
by with little criticism, while complaining
about “an older man at MCC who winked
at him"” and “another who hugged him a
moment or two longer than necessary.”

Savage continued, *If encountering a
couple of creeps in the [MCC] pews means
an entire church can be dismissed, what
do we do with the Roman Catholic Church,
where ordained creeps have molested
countless children?”

But Savage also eredits Chu with hav-
ing written “a fascinating, thoughtful, and
important book,” published at a time when
“the issue of what to do with LGBT people
is tearing Christian denominations apart.”
While I both agree with Savage and sym-
pathize with Chu, this is a journey that
will never end once one is on the path. It
seems to be utterly impossible to even try
changing the immovable and politically
useful right-wing position that gays are
bad people who make poor life choices. It
will take more than *spiritual seekers” to
sort things out; any attempt at change will
require tough political organizing.

But Chu's book did make me appreciate
a cartoon that appeared in the Houston
Chronicle a few days after DOMA was set
aside. An angel is peeking down at Earth
aver the side of elouds as God sits behind
him. The angel reports, “The sanctimo-
nious are in distress, calling on you for
lightning bolts.” God replies, “Sorry. Today
I only have rainbows.”

Kit van Cleave is a freelance writer living
in Montrose. She has published in local,
national, and international media,

Light Bulbs Unlimited

1203 Westheimer, Houston, TX. 77004

Tel: 713.521.0330 ® Fax: 713.521.2090
www.LightBulbsUnlimitedUSA.com

HOLIDAY HOME DECOR

v

FLOWERS.GARDENS.EVENTS

805 Hyde Park Blvd. Houston, TX 77006

713.360.6281 www.glenwoodweberdesign.com §

CutSmartMagazine.cam
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| | Calendar of Events

Compiled by
Marene
Gustin

Theater District

Time for the annual open house

t's one-stop shopping at the 20th annual

TransCanada Theater District Open House
on August 25. Head on downtown to the The-
ater District for a Sunday of family fun and

learn about Houston’s nine major perform-
ing arts organizations: Alley Theatre, Gexas
Energy Broadway at The Hobby Center, Da
Camera of Houston, Houston Ballet, Houston
Grand Opera, Houston Symphony, Society
for the Performing Arts, Theatre Under the
Stars, and Uniguely Houston. Enjoy backstage
tours, live performances, a musical petting
zoo, and chat with costumed characters. It's a
great way to spend a Sunday afternoon, plus
arts organizations are offering one-day-only

PERFORMIMNG ARTS 5 new works by

* THROUGH AuGusT 4 org for details

Agatlra Christie’s The Hollow. This thriller is part * Aucust 25

of the Alley Theatre's Summer Chills pro o Theater District upen House Ann

your tickets at alleytheatre org
* THROUGH ALrGUS'r n

Wicked. This offer ing from
the Hobby Center really is w
tion at broadwayacrossamenca.
* THROUGH Aususr ‘IB

live-actor ."n..IF ||.. atre Ln Stars abot * AuGusT 30
nimals and conservation are
| Houston Zoo. See houstonz i
* THROUGH AucusT 24 theatre.
i Tamarie Cooper’s 0ld as Heil! Yeah, you know this * AucusT 31
Is-gonna be funny as hell, Visit the company
catastrophictheatre.
l.fl‘ﬂ'r Nell, Orphan Girl. A summe: melodra

details

ot Mercury @ Miller. Me
m concert at Miller Outdoor Theatre. See mercuryhouston.org time, sparks an imporfant c
i

AMITTANA SARKAR

six lacal teens. See alleytheatre

Golden Dragon Acrabats. Frie perform:
ing treupe at Miller Qutdoor Theatre. See millerout

Core premieres
featur ing performa

Graceful as a swan: artists of Houston Ballet in Stanton Welch's
Swan Lake, which runs in 2014 at Wortham Theater Center.

specials on season subscriptions, and trolley rides are free between
the theaters, although most are within walking distance. Based on
past events, about 15,000 folks are expected to show up and sup-
port our fabulous downtown Theater District, the second largest in
the nation. Find out more at downtownhouston.org. ~Marene Gustin

f
stunning draw
Visit meni

r details
* THrRouGH AucusT 30
Soo Sunny Park: Unwwen Light. A
lation for Rice Univ / \
undulating structure m m shaped
chain-link fencing. See ll-—.-.‘|'lf"\,'.’!h1'.l"-' m
* THROUGH SEPTEMEER 6
In Mr Nm‘ure; Thirty Years of Work. !\ retrospe
tice University Prof merita

ton's work. See arts rice.edu for details

* THROUGH SEPTEMEER 8
The Taol at Hand. The exhibition she
£ process of makin

A N Insta

I._I

pan

by this amaz-

weases the
at the same
n abeut the

loday. See

asan kicks off with a free

niature of skill, pro

Theatre Suburbia. See theatresuburbia,org fo ART & PHOTOGRAPHY crafthou org for details

§ * THROUGH SepTEMBER 1 * THrouGH AucusT 17 Ctrl + P. Recent reports speculate that a third
The Marvelous Wondereties: caps and Gmﬂl's Indo Mix (paintings of Muriel White) and Clowds, Pickups, industrial r by digital techng
Head back to 1958 and catch and Coming Attractions = I 1w Katie Ma ..11' 1) s under way, H < th

Suzy as they IUUI back

Cindy Lou, Missy, and

both exhibits at McMurtrey G

i techriolo

fl inctional objects Reerrar[u,uslan org for det ak

final year in high school and ahead towarc 1 their bngt com for details

futures (and a Wonde ) insong. of * THRouGH AucusT 18 » THROUGH SEPTEMBER 22

course! For more details visit stagestheatre.com Brmnrine I‘h:'ngs in h‘le Wor.‘d F"‘dlull 1g works that date lames Turrell: The Light Inside. A <pecial exhibit
* Ausust 2-1 of 1 The Me- of Turrell's light-based installations at the Museum of
Houston Shakespeare Festival. The University ntine art, 1‘1!_ cthbltl:ll‘ L '\.L]pf}‘F‘n Fine Arts, Houston. See mish.org for details,

of Houston's annual festival presents Anthony and venty rem |afkdh|r" ects, |41u' ke n'- 15 » AucusT2 &9 4

Clecpatra and As You Like it at Miller Outdoor The-

atre. See milleroutdoortheatre.com for detals Byzant ium's aura |nha|hv present fa '1c":‘ mer

Salon des Refusés 2013. Features two separate

exhibitions curated from artwork rejected from
* AucusT 13 Kelly 0'Connor’s Rock City. The Calveston Arts Center r's The BIG Show, at BLUForange
Chuche Valdez & the Afro-Cuban Messengers. proudly presents O'Connor’s newest series of large-scale Sea HI.IE'FII'ﬂ |g.: ston.com for details
A free concert at Miller Qutdoor Theatre. See miller collages and totemic sculptures: Detalls at cor 1temjoraw art = AucusT 2-SepteEMBER 28

autdoortheatre.com for details galveston.org In Residence Work by 2012 Resident Artists.

* Aucust 14 & 15 * THRoUGH AuGusT 25 Houston Center for Contemparary Craft (HECC)
Journey through China L. A free interactive dance Faking It: Manipulated Photography before Photoshop. presents an exhibition of wark created by artists who
event at Miller Qutdoor Theatre from Dance of Asian Digitally altered photographs are commanplace naw, but they're began their residencies at HCCE in 2012, Details at
America. See milleroutdoortheatre com for details nothing new. The ab y modify camera images 15 as old as ura'h‘:ud;[ur.,urg

* AucusT 16-18 photography itself—only the methods have changed. At the * AucusT 3-SEPTEMBER 5

Houston Young Playwrights Exchange. Alley Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. See mfah org for details. Wood You Believe it. Archway Gallery presents an

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING: a few lines of info about your event, date/time; cost; location/address; organizat
E-man ivro To: calendar@outsmartmagazine.com. Mar iveo ro; OutSmart Hqgaznc 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77

tion name; and phone numt
6. Fax inFo 102 713/522-3275.

NO LISTINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE DEADLINE DATE—5 P.M., SATURDAY, AUGUST 10.
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extubit |1- IF
= AususT 24
Artwalk. Calve
- ct F

RADIO
After Hours: Queer Radio with Attitude fealures the
QMZ (Queer Music Zone) with Jimmy Carper. Su
marnings, midnight-3am. KPFT 90.1 FM = kpft.org =
713/526-5738

Queer Voices. Features, news, Music, INTErVIEWsS, reviews,
and commentary. Mon hits, 9-11pm. KPFT 90.1 FM »
kpft.org » 713/52€

FILM
* August 14-24
Frze Movies at Mlller OI.F!dl}l}[ Theatre

[TIDEY, S

AND OTHER FUN THINGS
* Aucust 17
Student Collage Workshop. The Cal

.-' AucusT 18
Ftalnbuw Flshlng Club

cAres

ONGOING
* DaiLy (Sun.
HIV Testing. PI

* DaiLy {Mor\-_l-Fnl,)
HIV Testing.

0natian reaqi

* Daiy EH;:m -FI?I)
HIV Testing.

- Dml_v (Mown.= Fns J

Hl'l.l’i'estmg Lega mimnity Heal

AVE: Lecacy

i-6pm; Lecacy

; Georce Sparts Bar

GAcY MonTRose
1, Minrowne

spl B -|||.1 5]] Hyoe P.Mh\ Pus,
DAYS. Lecacy Mowntrose Cumic, 11
. I=5pm, Wacreens-Mon
fi~10pm; Crystal Night Club, 10y
Lecacy MosTrose Cunic, 11am
|-5pm; Waicreens-Lvons, 2-
Guava Lamp, 6:50~9pm; Ripcorp, 6:30 I ‘[Vr. « R
Lecacy Mostrose Cunic, 11am-4 Cuua Housrow, 1 T
Lecacy Lyons Cumic, 1 f.:n TCSS-!ONB.-R 4-8pm Towy's
Comner Pocker, 4 pim. * Lecacy Testing CaLen-
com/calendars/calendar
W SUNESErvVICES &

. WE[-:L‘r’ (Suhll:m—'s}
The Women's Group, a
10:15am. Firs II||1'..
Truth Rogm, 5200 Fannin St.
* WeekLY EMnnr}Ms)
EMBody: Whole Heaﬂ.‘h Wellness and Resiliency
PEET group. I f LwI“l -
Mantroseco I T f
LBT Breast Cancer Survwors Suppnrt Gruup 5pm,
Maontrose Center, 401 Branard St « montrosecounseling
centerarg = 715/ 525-0037, =

1, LEGACY L\[]N

CLUB Houston,
1URSDAYS

Hmumim B THE TEXAS DEEaRTHMENT o7 LizEmnsa MRWULATIH’Nl (X I:r,hmr 158 !ﬂ;uwlu '[

t addrﬁn:ldﬁca. Bi5-S83-a8DS, ww._u:lw-‘n-rr‘mm.‘cﬁnmmnvlﬂwrl

a4 1
nugsh S curie

BEST PLUMBERS

.Jﬂ'I

VILLAGEPLUMBING.COM

(713) REPAIRS

Did you KNnOw...

that 1in 3 are without health

insurance in Harris County and
that thousands of those are LGBT?

PP MBINGESNGE ©6 1% NGESRH EAiTI N GESRARE AN CELII NS U IPATRIO NE

To learn more, visit us at: www.LHIhouston.org
Or follow us on Facebook at: LHI - Houston

QutSmartMagaz

ne:com
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DutSmart Readers’
Choice Award 2007-2012

\oted Best
" Hairstylist
" Appoiritments
& Walk Ins OK!

515 Westheimer 713 524-7853

www. hairsalonhouston com
Maon. — Fri. 10am - 7pm | Sat. t8am - Spm | Sun. Closed

SOUTHSIDE

-
L

ESPRESSO

FEATURING LOCALLY ROASTED COFFEE
BEER & WINE = DAILY SPECIALS

~QuSmart
Gayest & Greatest,
a1 7

* Magazines

» Gifts

* Fleshjacks

* Huge selection

of Lubricants
& Lotions

14002 Northwest Fwy. (Hwy 290)
(euit Tidwell [ between Tidwell & Fairbanks N. Houston)

713.462.5152 * executivexxxvideo.com
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Find your _
ride...

THE BEET BERaANDS IiN

Fast - 20MPH, fun,
rides Like a bike
- no sweak!

Test Drive ohe l:odn:, ak:
REVOLUTION E : Electric Bike Store
1544 Westheimer Rd « (713)523-2453
www.RevolutionEBikes.com

N
ANDY’S ALL-STAR

PEST CONTROL
—T713-732-7742

Complete Pest Control Service |
B Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Contral

This is Termite Swarming Season
Call us to Protect your Investment

Call
tAndy

for a free quote

An dj' Sassie - Ouner

TPCL# 13558 -

Calendal’ continued from previous page

EMBndv Inlrndurhun te Yoga. 6pm. Mantrose

mard = montrosecounselingcenter.org

Depressmn BlpolarSuuporf Grousl 7pm. Montrose
L'l.n“.-- | nier.or
3152 .||
Helplng Ttansﬁenders nnnnymnus at
port gro ||| I
significant others
Fa!ilers Flrst I-Jua

'.“un:rEE‘P.CL‘;" (‘TU‘E‘-JAY;)
EMBody: Mindfulness, Well-Being, Stress Reduc-
!inn 113 nite Branard St * montrose

HW Sugpnrt Grnup Luﬁ(l-'l-i-lrunth §F
3 UMC, 1440 Harg

HATCH H Yransgender Suppnr! Group and Speak

Gui for Youth. A na
OeECOUNS

. W=I:KL"' (WLDM—.SJA\'S

Gulf Pride for ‘iauth

» WEEnLv (Tl-rlmso,a.vs)
Cenler HI\.I' Suppnr! Gruup Fat

commumitycente :
Suuthem Cnuntr\f
offers free dance lesson
.'-'-':- Era 5.+ sputherncount
* WeEEKLY (Fnsb,swc.)
HATCH Youth Group. /pm. Mor
nard St montrosecounselingcenter.org
* WEeekLy (Sunpars)
HATCH Youth Group. tpm. Montrose Center, 401
nard St = montrosecour i
* SEMI-MONTHLY Eh AND 3=n:| Fri. )
Pon!lve Broﬂlers United, a ¢ /
I ||u. tve men o7 C
07 Branar smithpbu

. Ma’u'r.m.v (1sT Sun.)
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Ga\rs (PFLAG)
Houstun provides educ .11'-1r:|I ot t

t gutigter@ -'.:1.[“-" lln MEC.Org,
* MONTHLY (st Sat.)
Flfst Saturday Arts Markel.

ton d E.r Community
i I, 1900 Kane St « houstonglbt
community center.c org « 713/524-3818,
* MonTHLY (2ND TL.IL'a b]

ton and Katine & Nechman LLP LII|| 30 minutes ol
sultation on any legal issue to persons with
y appointment, Katine & Nechman, 1111
Loop West, Suite 180 + lawkn.com = info@ lawkn
.om = 713/808-1000.
» MONTHLY (2D THURS.)
Ryan White Planning Enuncll 11:30am. 2225 | W. Loop
South « rwpchouston.org = 71
SPRY Potiuck for Seniors. r1,>r'1 \-1ur‘ rose Center,

riard St. « montrosecounselingcenter.org +
‘];

Natinnal Leather Association-Houston. "u e night.
7pm. Montrose Center, Roam 106 « 832/ 744-B6(
* MONTHLY (2ND SAT.)
AssistHers helps lesbians coping with life-threatening
il niesses by pfu-ldl 18 non-medica \ p
ri ship and education follc
G:30am rnon 49'r3

Nalltmal Lealllﬂ Association-Houston. Le
class. Noon. 520+materials. Locations vary. bihouse@
comcast.met

» MonTHLY (3RD SUuN.)

LOAF Meet and Greet. Leshians Over A
munchies and fel P

Branard 5t + lo t

* MoNTHLY (Smn Tues. )

Affected Community Committee of the Ry:
Planning Counail. Moon. rwpchouston.org = 713-5
. MONTHLY (3mD WED}

Log Cabin Republicans. Theo's fes

theimer = facebook.co 021

* MoNTHLY (SRD THURS, }

Hl'-‘ Testing Ir- { n GLBT Co

tcommunity

p'l Montrc
counselingrenter.org

EMEnd\r To Co Il rNut to Cunh Demystifying raw

a-al. = Monirose

. Morumn (3-:1'3 Fm)
Triple D: Dykes, Dinner, and DIS(USiICIn offers dinne
v about health, family,
55, Jld1fLL‘d

. MUNTHLY (3rD SAT.)
Dlsl:over\r Green Flea by nghl

. Muuan (414 SUN ]
Share with the Clear Lake satellite of PFLAG
Houston in a safe, confidential setting. 2-4pm, Bay Area
53 a.’t'lul\l Fellowship Hall, 17
Clear Lake » pflaghouston.org. M

A Vintage Inn, Tropical Garden
& Wedding Chapel

03 33" Streat, Calvaston, Texas 77550

theDolphin Resort §
S =

RF_'BE RVATIONS CALL (800) 930-1866

Simple, but intimate, private & exceptionaily clegant!
The pe r1.'. 1 r\||.11|: to share your special time together.
the mast ramantic tropical serting on Galveston Island.

Galveston's nnly luxury resort...
Featuring all suites with private

“Jacuzzi-For-Two AquaSpas!”
www.Mermaid AndDolphin.com

COMMERCIAL
& CORPORATE
REAL ESTATE

ACQUISTION - BROKERAGE

ONATE RELOCATION
MMERCIAL STRVICTS
DUE DILIGENCE - LAND

System
Checkup!

(800) 592-9058

i www.AquafestCruises.co

TO BE YOUR
PARTNER

IN GETTING QUALITY

PROTECTION

FOR YOU & YOUR PARTNER
Equality is my policy.

i_."lrryI B. Lipton
j (281) 580-2510
Liptonagercy.com  glistate
Call me to put yourself in
Good Hands"

Subact 1o

GRAPHICS -:u'-;liu
BY CINDY :

CUSTOM WEB
DESIGN

TOP THE SERRCH
ENGINES

10 YERRS
EXPERIENCE

A+ RATED
WITH BBB

Call us for fres quots

281-650-9543 "

=Y

CALL NOW
foranA/C

A/C - Heating Service f Sales

WWW.!E]ESBII’.COI"I'I

832.287.6117

tejasalr@sbeglobal.net TacLanoosoc

Kickboxing

fih-homa
Personal
- Trainer

Self-Defense |

B832.233.3300 | inhomekickboxing@gmail.com
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Cogierind & A
—

PRIDE HOUSTON 2013

WONDERLAND
July 28 2811 Eastman Street
Houston, TX 77009
www.jimbentonhouston.com
713-802-2860
Please Visit Us Online At
Facebook.com/JimBentonofHoustonLLC
N www.AquariumWorld.net

FOAM PARTY at SOUTH BEACH
FINAL PRIDE EVENT

hisip il : 1 p L% : | 13157 Northwest Freeway @ Holister « 713.329.9989

June 30

Davip Lorms
INSURANCE AGENT

FARMERS

Home * Auto
- Life » Flood
b B Commercial » Health
o Houston
Hablamos Espaniol
Former Claims Adjuster

Lawn and Garden

| Restoration » Maintenance * Design Voted Best Male Insurance Agent

i Iron and Wood Fencing GutSmart Readers' Choice Awards, 2009 - 2011

Patios » Decks * Retaining Walls
Pottery » Holiday Lighting MNow offering life insurance

to those living with Cancer or HIV

Voted One of the
— Best Insurance Agents

> ' 4 4
)PHO SAIGON

The Delicionus & Henlthy Alternative for a Busy Lifestyle!

. We Install Indoor/Outdoor
. Holiday Lighting & Decor
Specializing in Savory Beef, Chicken & Egg Noodle Soups, Steamed Rice Plates and Vermicelli Bowls. '. 1 1 3 502 5589

713-688-8669

DavidL2490®@aol.com
www.farmersagent.com/dlorms

2808 Milam St., Ste. D (between Drew & Tuam) » 713.524.3734 » PhoSaigonNoodleHouse.com ; LawnServicesoFHousTon.com
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Photos by
Dalton DeHart

MINT JULEP 2013
LEGACY COMMURNITY
HEALTH SERVICES at RICH'S

THE HOLLOW™
AGATHA CHRISTIE
ACT OUT at

THE ALLEY THEATRE
July 21
July 11

QFest 2013

LAUNCH PARTY SPONSORED

by SOUTHWEST ALTERNATE

MEDIA PROJECT at CHELSEA GRILL

July 23 i
OUTREACH UNITED 2013

POOL PARTY FUNDRAISER

i = o " LA CASA DEL CABALLO

?2;';-&'—:_;-..--pas+card5f’§2 T i - - FINE MEXICAN STEAK HOUSE

b S STEAKS ® WINE ® SEAFOOD » COCKTAILS
322 Westheimer at Taft | 832.623.6467 | www.lacasadelcaballo.com
|mzm>1=osrcnnos COM 11am-10pm Mon.-Thurs. | 11am-11pm Fri. & Sat. | 11am-5pm Sun. Brunch
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ACCOHHBIM'IIIIHS

Ever Dreamed of Living on Beautiful
Galveston Island, Running a BL8
or Wedding Chapel? Make that
Dream a Ileali'h,ll
ind all 409-762-1561 L
bboniine. comTorsale/thamenmaidied oliph

RESIDENTIAL & CORMMERCIAL

Providing professional [
cleaning since 1995! '[
“Continually the best!”
Call John 713/861-6181
4 knukaprle'tgsbcg'nhal net

Dexter’s

5 Star Service
Daing the chorés you hate to do

w oW W W &

Cleaning = Bartending
Designated Driver
House/Pet Sitting or Just ask!

Bob Samora 832/252-1961
creative » professional
reliable « detailed - flexible

COMPUTER SERVICES

Real help, s

PC HomeTech
In-Home
Computer Services

=y 832.496.9246

visa| Appts, Mo - Sun

EMPLOYMENT

(utySmart
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Advertising Sales Reps

Suceesshul candidates must be
organized, sal-motivated, anergetic
outgoing, creative and experienced in
advertising and marketing sales
Email resume to: Employment@
OutSmartMagazine com.

EVENT PLANNING

the
Social
Source

Chelsea@TheSaocial-Source.com

832-606-4163
1225 Willard Suite 3
Houston TX 77006

Available
for Glubs,
Private Parties,
& Special

713-927-7301
bookings.DJSPennington@gmail.com

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

ZI-PPH!HMH\"I\LI- com

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

b, 1&am 1010 pm. Mﬂlﬂﬂﬂ

IMMMMH

BY THAI BOY L]

1232 West Gray St.
Houston, TX 77019
www.timmassage.com

mm

Deep Tissue * Swedish * Spot‘t-.

Catering to Hn-u—sl'on %
Discriminating GLBT

6601 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. 5.
ste, C @ Bellaire Blvd,

You Deserve It!
Massage hy Pa uI M1

Swadish + Daep T
NEW LDCATIDN‘
281-827-2908
Paulrmt@ati.net
Credi Cands Accepted

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

THAT MASSAGE GUY - R]

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

« Swedish
* Deep Tissue 3
* Relaxation

Last Appt,
atspm.

GaLtemia ARea ﬂS-Q‘Q!-iIﬁS
thatmassageguy rj@yahoo.com

CALL OR XT
832-322-9509
$40/1hr. » §55/1.5hr.
Open 7 days a Week

B Reward Yourself

ANIGE TOUGH, RELAXATION
OF BODY AND MIND BY

LEE

832.978.7017

RIVER OAKS
Center for Massage
* Sporis
* Swedish
* Deep Tissue
* Trigger Point

P
s 50 INTRODUCTORY
SPECIAL RATE

2705 2 Bammel Lane

713/249-1469

* BOOK ONLINE »

ageCanter, massagetherapy.com

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

vy SO

Houston

YOYO - 713-825-5649

Cidzaser e A

“in The Hergh Is”

Byn 02-9786. Visit my we bsite at
classicmassage com 4 hands available,

WHIHE SHAVING - THIMMIHG

LLM Ve L
h~,rAppululnu.nt(]nlf
713/397-3245

waxingunwantedhairbiogmail com

gFlred Up Assemblers
Ehwnad B Operated by Frohghters

= Swing Sets

» Furniture

= Game Tables

* Trampolines

» Gazebos & Grills

* Port. BaskstballGoals

» Exercise Equipment I
& Much Wore!

832.726.3505
www.FiredUpAssemblers.com

REEDs |
KEYS

Still your friendly
neighborhood key

shop, just a little
further down the road.

1307 C Yale Street = 713-523-2927

' ANY DOOR
' Repair / Replace

Over 47 years experience!
Texas Door Experts

832-302-0069

MIATMYLIL IINE
ALL MALE LIVE CHAT

ALL ACCESS FREE TRIAL!

713.590.9090

other 51.877.510.3344

10K W 10 hardiinechal. com

& riply to ads!
{ FREE CODE
g Out Smart
§ For nlh&r local numbnrs call:
1-888 MegaMates j

var Care 1{388) 634 2628
Me _.sm‘ shaen com 2426

([ NEED A PIED-A-TERRE? |

When business or pleasure brings you
to Houston for a month or more,
why not make L'Emerson your address?

* All the amenities of home

. 1| X ¢ * Ideally situated in the
.(f' ) .-é-\ I)f(} ”J('I }‘J ‘I~l|-||1l||'u---.I -\'.l\.lllnm'r\ iren
- — 1

sch more affo '|||||l!|l||
a downic \I|II|I

Tam Fricke, Proprietor

210 Emerson Street * Houston, Texas 77006

www.LEmerson.net

#'_:/'\ Benefiting
4 ) pet patrol g

e A PEOPLE PET PARTNERSHIP
> 1

ﬂ"s Sunday, August 11 2-5pm

" Bring that ja of pennies, quarters, or dollars
down 1o EJ's for a great cause!

2517 Ralph St

Double Your Donation!

A generous donor will
match all donations
up to a total of $10,000!

Bring a picture
of your pets
and BRAG
ahout them
on our WALL
" Wi e
Email us at mzppie@yahoo.com or visit us at
www.thepetpatrol.org
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ACCOMMODATIONS

Blackbird Farm Lodging
BlackbirdFarmTexas.com ..o

Commaodore On The Beach
CommadoreOnTheBeach.com.. 800,231-992)

L'Emerson Corporate Lodging

713/818-9766

_..Lemerson.net
The Melmald & Tha Dulphm Resort

1103 33" S/ GalVeston ........... 888/922-1866
The Victorian Condo/Hotel

6300 Seawall/Galveston ............ B00/231-6363

ACCOUNTANTS/CPAS

Smart Advertisers

Porscha of West Houston
11890 Katy Fwy ... Houston.PorscheDealer.com
Sterling McCall Acura
10455 SW Fwy ...
Sterling McCall Fiat
10505 SW Fwy........

BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES
Acadian Bakers
604 W. Alabama,....... ... 713/520-1484

What's the Occasion? Creative Cakery
WhatsTheOccasionCakery.com . 832/273-1840

...713/596-2365

. T13/981-3921

Gary M. Gritz, CPA

3310 Katy Fary, Ste 310 ...
Guardian Accounting Services
4545 Post Oak, Ste 203 ............B32{730-1073

713/784-3030

Revolution E
1544 Westheimer........ccccuw. 713/523-2453

i CARPET CLEANING

ADVERTISING
Media-A Team

. mediaAteam.com
Lanszinna\l DesE;n Group
3017 N. Durham, 5te 110..
OutSmart Magazine
3406 AUAUDON ..o imnisainniion 113/520+7237

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
Te}ss Alr

o 1 13/979-4500

. B32/287-6117

Carpet Touch
Cipetmur.h COM oioissraniiassnrneness 281/962-4000
CAR WASH/DETAILING

126 W Gray...

ALAHM{_SECUHIT"I’ SERVICES

Lakewood Alarm
LakewoodAlarm.com..............713/568-3181

APARTMENTS/LEASING/LOCATORS

2121 Mid Lane
202 Mid Lane e icciaannss

ARCAITECTS T

Mnrn;ngmde Architects
MorningsideArchitects.com ......713/529-2630

____ARTISTS/ART GALLERIES
#rchway Gallery
2305 Dunlavy .
Buchanan Gallery
302 25th, Galveston ... BuchananGallery.com

Jumper Maybach Fine Art
Jumpermaybach.com «713/703-1350

ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy Astrology

713/622-2120

T13/522-2409

.1 13/529-5842

ATTRACTIONS

Mitchell Historic Properties
MitchellHistoricProperties.com.40%/763-5806

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES

Raed Gonzalez, JO, LLM
gonzalezolivierille com..............
Katine & Nechman LLP

11T N Loop W, 5et 180,
Immigrate Houston

1333 Heights Blvd ....

Law Offices of Mark B. Levin
3605 Katy Fwy, #104 ..0..0vce 281 /445-9990
Moore and Hunt Attorneys at Law
MooreandHunt.Com.. e 1 13/522-4282
Pursiey McNamara & Flint PLLC
FortBendAtty.com . ...281-969-5452
Blyde Williams, At‘!um ay

713/481-3040
T13/208-1000

. T13/623-1639

- T13/136-0064
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

South Beach Auto Spa
= . T13/529-3444

CATERING SERVICES
Jim Benton of Houston Ealenug
2811 Eastman ...
Catering by Ennnn
112 28" St /Galveston ..., 409/762-3666

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS _

Bellnu Memorial United Methodist

. 713/802-2860

EELR,F 1T PO——— ) L. (1)

Living Mosaic Church

4920 Cullen e iisicsrenisicnssnnanss B3 2559 -06BE

Resurrection MCC

Loy LR 1 Sm—— k.1 L

5t Paul's United Methodist Church

5500 Main ..o 713/528-0527
CLOTHING

Settlement

3939 Montrose, Ste M.
COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT

T13/T01-T8T2

ARToberFEST
AR P .artoberfest.com
AssistHers
. Assisthers.org
Eer[nq l'.lmaua Cummunlty Ser\rit.es
...beringomega.org
Burlng Sunuﬂrt ﬂetwurk
S 7 13-526-1017, ext.20
Eunnies l]n Tha Bajluu
..BunniesOnTheBayou.org
Hnustun Priua Band
v .. HoustonPrideBand.org
leu Cnnsurtium
LIVECONSGrUMONE ..o o
PRIDE Houston

713/861-5483

: .PrideHouston.org
I'e:as Exns LﬁﬂT Alumni Hniwnrk
i ... TexasExes,org/Ight

George Country Sports Bar
617 Fairview ...
Houston Ilcht
HoustonBallet.org..
Houston Grand Opera
HoustonGrandOpera.org/out ...

. 113/528-8102

WT13-227-2787

T13/228-6757

JA‘s/Santa Fe

BOB PACHfiC........o.coorvemserrrree. 7134521-2519
Meteor

2506 Genesee .. . T13/521-0123

Montrose Mmmg Cumpsni
B0O5 Pacific. i
Neon Boots

11410 Hempstead Hwy.....
Ranch Hill Saloon

24704 1-85 N/SPriNg e isinmsesens
Rudyard's

2010 WaUZN..cc.c.ceansrigmisrasasssaseas
Society for the Performing Arts
SPAHouston.org... 32274172

. 113/529-7488
.neanbootsclub.com
281/298-9035

113/521-0521

South Beach

810 Pacific ... T15/529-7623
Theatre Unﬁet the Stars

TUTSCOM i it T3 558-TUTS
Tony's Corner Pocket

17 W Dallas..... coivcicmins ..B32/722-T658
Venus

2901 FaNMi..ocvvcrees v somreeenn VEMUShOUSTON. COM

Warehouse Live
B13 St Emmanuel ...

FINANCIAL PLANNING/BANKS
Midtown Financial/Grace Yung
3355 Alabama, Ste 230.....c.ueuiee
Wells Fargo Bank

warehouselive.com

713/355-9833

- wellsfargo.com

—_FITNESS ElUBS{THAINI’.RS
Anytime Fitness

1102 Yaleiwrmmrmmmmsssisnsonsenss 713/ 869-3222
Club Houston
2205 FENNIN wercrmmriniensmserimsnsnieisiss 113/659-4998

Elite Training Systems/Brian Kent
T L R - B32/233-3300
Fit Athletic Club
FrHOUSONLOM . e s
Houston Gym

1501 Durham oo

T13/STAYRT
. 113/880-9191
FLORISTS

Glenwood Weber

GlenwoodWeberDesign.com ......

FOOD & SPIRITS

713/360-6281

Bud Light

... Budhight.com

Ketel One Vodka

1 ... Facebook com/ketelone

Srnirnofl \n’odka
_..Smirnoff.com

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Earthman Funeral Directors
EarthmanBellaire.com......... T13/667-6505
Pat H. Foley & Co. Funeral Home

Tech Auto Maintenance
37 Waugh.... - T13/863-8244

AUTOMOTIVE SALES
Advantage BMW/Midtown
2101 5an Jacinto & Gray.........713/289-1200
Momentum Audi - Michae! Alan Schwartz
2315 Richmond ... 713/908-4742
Momentum Mini

10000 SW FWY ..o corsrimisiannieees 800,/ 55T-5574
Momentum VW

2405 Richmond ... T13/596-3500
NexCar Auto

20515 185 Noioicinnnsmniisiimnen- 281 /97 7-0202

Planet Lincoln

Planetlincoln.com. ... .. BBE-621-7952
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COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES 1200 W 3dth.. o, 713/ B69-6261

Computer Wiz

3017 Durham, Ste 110............... 713/979-4500 GARDEN/NURSERY SUPPLY

Copy.com Buchanan's Native Plants

1201-F Westheimer... ..o 713/528-1201 BT BN i sssiscssimsssnmassnsinicn 1 13/ 861-5702
EDUCATION, TRAINING HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS

HCE Coleman College NU-Cuts Hair Salon

ColemanConnection.org
HI:{: Interior Design

. Central. HCCS.edu fiDesign
mll I:Iuna Cuuktng Classes

WellDonekCC.com.. ...B31/782-3518

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE

3rd Coasl
2416 Postoffice, Galeveston.........
Alley Theatre
AlleyTheatre.org ...
Bayou [:I!y [:nm:nrt Muslca[s

o .. BayouCityConcertMusicals.org

409/765-6911
.. 713/220-5700

Eagie Housmn
213 Milam..,

GB|WSIMI.GHH’I

e 113/ 236-B777
. BB8/GAL-ISLE

QutSmartMagazine.com

515 Westheimer...........csma 7 13/524-7858

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/ THERAPY
Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP
1006 MISSOUT .. urieiiscsssesssarnses T13/527-0000

D. “Woodja" Flanigan, MS, LPA
2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409 ..ivimmnn
Daniel Garza, MD

2323 § Shepherd, Ste 805 ...
Enod Gray, LCSW, GSAT-5, GGP
2630 Fountainview, Ste 225.
Ken McLeod, LCSW, ACSW
5909 W Loop 5, Ste 480 .

Maontrose Cuunﬁelmg Eunlur
401 Branard ...

713/589-9804
281/610-8190
713/781-1272
. T13/628-1776

. 7T13/529-0037

Denise 0'Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, AN

3730 Kirby, Ste 910.....c.coe..co..cor. 713/524-8525
Megan Pollock Therapy
MeganPollockTherapy.com ...
Robert Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP
4617 Montrose, Ste C206........... 713/522-7014
Christine Wysong, RN, PMHNP, BC

3310 Katy Fwy, Ste 310............. T13/B69-7400

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
4000 Washinglon....w . 113/518-1411
Bristles/Shirley H. Parikh, DDS
701 Shepherd, Ste 102 ...
FLOSS, Dianna Wilde, DDS
T 2T 0 LY N —
Cory Logan, DOS

B32/T24-4477

713/426-4044

713/542-0101

530 Waugh..........imimiiinen: T13/942-8590
Bruce W, Smith, DDS
1006 Missouri........ o T13/529-4564

HEALTH CARE-MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Alan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch
e T13/942-0923
R\ran Fugatn ﬂf-l‘l
RyanMassageWorks.com...
Joel Leal, RMT

T13/168-7926

s s FERINOTEANR
True Massage 4-U
12614 Briar Forest Dr ..

HEALTH CMREHDPHTHMLMDLUGISTS
Houston Eye Associates
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD

5420 Dashwood, St 101 ciencn
Jotle Medi-Center

5420 W LOOP S 1oocevcvcrsiivrsnsn D66/ 6856994

~_ HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS
Boutigue Eye Care
2502 Woodhead ...
Eye Contact

... 281/496-0909

713/668-9118

- 713/528-2010

2055 Westhelmer ... 113/520-6600
Eye Gallery, The

18068 Westheimer .. T13/523-1279
Eye to Eye

432 W 19N e ianmsiissssimssissnceis 1 13/ B64-8822

Kevin Katz DD./Texas State Optical
www.TSOGalveston.com............ 409/763-6300
Spectacles on Montrose

4317 Montrose, Ste.2..................
Spring Eye Associates
SpringEyeAssociates.com ........... 281/355-9090

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD
106 Westheimer, Ste A......co
Gordon Crofoot, MD
Donnie Harvey, MPAS, PA-C
3701 Kirby, Ste 1230 ... oo
UT Physicians Health Center
6700 W Loop 5, Ste 520..........713/572-8122
McClung Glinic/Tony 5. MeGlung, MD
1213 Hermann, S5te 520.......... 713/528-3444
Your Total Foot Care Specialist
www.KatyFootCare.com.............281/395-3338
Ted Voloyiannis, MD, FACS, FASCRS
11920 Astoria Blvd, Ste 490......... 281/929-4322

HEALTH CARE-PLASTIC SURGERY

Facial Piastic Surgery Associates

6655 Travis, Ste 500.... wee T13/526-5665
NuJuv Plastic Surgery Genter
16605 SW Fwy, Ste. 175................ 281/B46-4692

HEALTH CARE-PODIATRISTS

Your TotalFoot Care Specialist/Jim Jacobs, DPM
KatyFootCare.com .. -281/395-3338

HEALTH CARE-PSYCHIATRISTS

713/529-3937

713/942-7546

713/526-0005

Montrose Mental Health/
Christopher L. Boehme, MD
1527 W. Alabama .c..cecaicienn.
Daniel Garza, MD

1323 § Shepherd, Ste 805 ........... 281/610-8190

713/492-0723

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES/PRODUCTS
Houston Area Community Services/HACS
2150 W IBEN St .o imnmsnminns 11 3/826-0027
Legacy Community Health Services

215 Westheimer... . 113/830-3000
Ryan White Plnnning Council
RWPCHouston.org....

. T13/572-3784

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
Heights Dermatology & Aesthetic Genter/ 2daypostcards.com
Alpesh Desai, MD 621 Richmond ... ... .713/224-8808
nioAshland..... ... 713/B64-2650 Copy.com

Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD

106 Westheimer, Ste A ... 713/942-7546

The Skin Renewal Center

1512 W. Alabama.........cco e 1 13/ 533-0800
HEALTH CARE-URDLOGISTS

MeClung Clinie/Tony 5. MeGlung, MD

1213 Hermann, Ste 520.......... 713/528-3444

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES

Ashly Fine Rugs

2920 Kirby..... e 113 426-5454
Coda in the Heights

355 W. 19th... S— 0 kT )
Eclectic Hnme

ELLE UL I ——— ) b ) E

Fired Up Assemblers

FiredUpAssemblers.com........... 832/ 726-3505
Frag at Home

1427 Westheimer...................... 713/840-0844
IKEA

7810 Katy Fwy .o T13/68B-TBET
Solar X Window Film

Solarx.com........ ..713/932-8832

HOME REPAIR/REMODELING
Metro Remodeling Systems
MetroRemodelingSystems.com . 832/688-9256
Primo Outdoor Living
PrimoQutdoorliving.com...........

832/588-7733

1201-F Westheimer ... 713/528-1201

REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE

Chicage Title Inner Loop
ChicagoTitlelnnerloop.com........

Zeus Mortgage
1776 YOrKbOWn. ...t 132 75-9387

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

T13-418-T000

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Pam Ellis/State Farm

5900 Memorial, Ste 301 ...

Larry B. Lipton/Allstate

LiptenAgency.cam

David Lorms/Farmers

E TC Jester @ Loop 610............... T13/688-B669

Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers/

Rob Schmerler

6575 W Loop §, Ste 185
IEWELERS

LW. Marks Jewelers

3841 Bellaire.... v wssssisaisssssinns

Silverlust

1338-C Westheimer ... 713/520-5440

LANDSCAPING/LAWN
A.J's Landscaping & Design, Inc.
AlsLandsCaping.COm. . emeess 113/957-0443
Lawn Services of Houston
LawnServices of Houston.com....713/502-5589

Glenwood Weber
GlenwoodWeberDesign.com ...

& PARTY SUPPLIES
Arne's

2830 Hicks ..... - 113/869-8321
—___PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Ind't s All Star Pest Control

713/869-7163

e d B1/580-2510

713/661-7700

713/668-5000

713/360-6281

e T13/ 7327742

Bob Beszhorn/Boulevard Realty

1545 Heights ...ooovveceocerere.. 281/B50-2726
Chris Christopher Properties
har.com/chriscerda ... ... B52/B68-9914

David Bowers/The House Company
DavidBowers.com/Galveston ... 409/763-2800
Mike Copenhaver/ReMax Metro
2626 Richmond ..o
Karen Derr/Boulevard Realty
1545 Heights.......
Roberl Derr/Boulevard Really
LTINS, T
Pam Efferson/KellerWilliams
5050 Westheimer, Ste 200 713/822-8555
Wade Knight/Martha Turner Properties
WadeKnight.com .113-582-0264
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties

A S—— ) LTy Y
llpnaﬂe ngfGaq Grs-enq
LynetteLew.com....
Dzene Realty (:nnsutlants
OzeneConsulting.com ..............832/390-2452
Vinod Raman|/Urban Living Realtors
5023 Washington.... .. 713/868-71226
Richard Ray/John Dﬂunhﬂﬂ"f Ileal!ors
520 Post Oak.. = . J15/351-4674
Marc Huh!ﬁnﬂax MB[TD
2626 Richmond. ..832/415-8484
Tom Schwenk/The House Company
TheHouseCompany.com.............. 713-857-2309
Tim Surratt/Greenwood King

e 713/320-5881

UJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty
1802 Broadway/ Galveston.......... 409/765-9837
Pat Walker/Keller Williams: Heatry
5050 Westheimer, Ste 200...........713/412-6682
Andy Weber/John Daugherty Realtors
520Post Oak..........cooovoen T13/724-4306

B32-415-8484

7 13/B75-7050

T13/875-7049

e d 1345822202

PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES

Aguarium World

13157 Northwest Fwy...... 713/329-3989
Arne's

2830 Hicks ..... e 1 13/869-8321

I]uggylnvtum:l arlmﬁ com
.B66/280-1818

Lasl Wlshesmmmnl Hospice

1302 Waugh.... e T13/852-0474

Midtown '-'e1erinaty I-Inspl'lal

1434 W Alabama ... e T13-528-4900
ﬁ'ﬁuTOGMFHERS

Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com..........oooree
Yvonne Feece Photography
yvonnefeece.com ......

PLUMBING _

713/622-2202

. B32/876-1053

U-Plumb-it

1424 MONITASE ....oc.o.ooovt oo
Village Plumbing & Appliance
5403 Kirby ..oooooeiooceviocerren. T3/ 224-DRIP(3747)

T13/942-2277

REAL ESTATE-SERVICES

Inspector Bob/John Bob Cromeans
InspectorBob.net............... 281/832-1013

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
1308 Cantina

1308 MONITOSE ..o reerarsrenns
Ben's Beans

LR D T
The Bird & The Bear

2810 Westheimer ...
Cafe Brussels
1718 Houston Ave.
Charivari

52T PaghY i
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.comi s
Gloria's

2616 Louisiana ..
gratifi kitchen + bar

302 FRIIVIBW .......issianmisssemissons
Jenni's Noodie House

3111 5§ Shepherd....
2027 Post Oak ..

. 281/807-8996

13/654-B856
713/528-2475
.. 713/222-6996
T13/521-1231
1 13-522-9999

..GloriasRestaurants.com

.832/205-5950

. T13/523-7600
713/621-4200

602 E 20th...... _.713/862-3344
La Casa del Caballo

322 Westheimer ..832/623-6467
Laurenzo's

4412 Washington ... 713/880-5111
Midtown Bar & Grill

AW GRY.oe e F15528-2887
Niko Niko's

2520 Montrose..........ceren . 713/ 528-GYRO
Quisie's Table

3938 San Felipe Rd ..o 7 13/528-2264

Pho Saigon Vietnamese Noodle House

2808 Milam, Ste D ... T713/524-3734
Pizza L'Vino

S Wangh.
Southside Espresso

904-C Westheimer ...
Tacos A Go-Go

3704 Main
2912 White Da
Tila’s Restaurante & Bar

1111 5 Shepherd ...
Woodrow's Heights

1200 Durham ... 713/864-5600

713/526-1000
713/942-9990

.. 713/B07-8226
713/864-8226

J13/522-7654

SPECIALTY RETAIL

Executive Adult Video Superstore & Theater
14002 NW FWY..oooocrisccnrnares T13/462-5152
Light Bulbs Unlimited

1203 Westheimer ...

XTC Boutigue

713/521-0330

1505 Hwy 146 .. .. B32/861-3630
5309 |-45...cce .. 405/986-6144
TANNING SALONS

Eclipse Tanning
415 Westheimer ... T13/520-6611

“TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS

Premier Wireless

12220 Murphy ..o 281/575-B500

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES

Aquafesl GLBT Cruises
AgualestCruises.com ...
Concierge Travel, Inc

4920 MIMIOSA..cooiomsiamicsmmicsasimmioninn

B00/592-9058

Nnijee1-2117

Gayribbean Cruises

GaynbbeanCruises.com.......

TopNotch Tours
Topnotchirs.com. ... ...

...... 877/560-8318

7 13/203-0324

WEBSITE DESIGN/SEOQ

Graphics by Cindy

GraphicsbyCindy.com...........

281/650-9543

WINDOWS/WINDOW TREATMENTS

Solar X Window Film
SolarX.com...

.713/932-8832

-

Trid CITTS HOST E!’I:wm;

eri]

o =y

"

had the opportunity to advertise
with many magazines. I've found
that the only magazine that has
a loyal following is OurSmasr,
Advertising in OutSmagr is smart
and financially sound, and the
results are proven, *

~Tina Ozcelik, The Eye Gallery

B

"Asanew

owner,l\re

4

for supporti
QutSmart advertisers!

Outside
75°
i
81{)
90°
94°

In Car
118°
123°
138°
143°
145°

This increase in
temperature is

75 percent complete

just 5 minutes after
the A/C is shut off.

62-386:

=

,E PROGRAM

ng
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Bar & Club Guide

Houston CROCKER BAR
Ressdent ) Johnny
this camife Il(tl.-i','l-"l

offers karaoke on Tuess

1 & go,l’dSPub

TAKE YOUR CHANCES ON A
7‘?“‘_‘ GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD BAR ON 13 ELNTERTMNMENT

1+ tonyscomerpacketba

I .. s o

THE WAY TO YOUR USUAL SPOT

BEHIND
THE'BAR

WHO: Alyse Anderson

WHERE: Ranch Hill Saloon
24?04 45N, Sprmg * Zﬂlfl'!ﬂ

WHAT'S UP:; Hapﬂ\r Blrlhdav RHS L=,
years in August! This funnorthside casual'
bar always has something fun, From Sunday
Fun Day to Tuesday's Karaoke to Dance

Efsre Friday and great drink specials, too! | : '- . -_;'- 1 ﬂ i o . : RECEI‘It event Dhﬂtﬂs on

n the northern
nner-Montr

" 2010 WauGH * 713.521.0521

H n ) 11:30aM-2aM EVERYDAY
OI.I.S'bO ’ WWW. RUDYARDSPUS, COM

BM’OU CITY BAR & GRILL
 SUNDAYS * SUNDAYS -SUNDAYS - SUNDAYS ‘SUNDAYS : SUNDAYS - ) | and D) CI provide tunes

SUPER SUNDAY DRAG SHOW o
Outrageous Acts, Amazing Outfits, Great Productions &
& cast with more colloctive svards and fiths than any other clab.

cated on the western front of Montrose.

- SUNDAYS
- SAVANNS

e ta tairs the charm of a o Al hangolit. Frequent the website:
- o hiws, induding com sfits, pack the \'l’\”‘ANA 5 :
5 'é Th 1 quiet GUAVA LAMF‘ ub, in 2 new location. appeals to fans of 1 nusic and Montrose Softball League
% i i, I1 alike. 4624 Dacoma = 713/681-4104 TGRA
w2 e HRAC Gala

Beaumont

7135312519 | FACEBOOK COMAURSHOUSTON

2 v Wam Charus
ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO R & By Gty Woen's (4

There’s always somethin,
I:C’NY'S TONY’S CORNER

Poc"Q Nightly Specials - Call f
‘9 Cold Beverages & Hi

Aot CUT/Alley Th

Black Tie Dinner
Houston Pride Band
Pride Parade

And more!

Bryan/College Station

GEDRGE

R s tule at this comiortable
ar, just hke most
5 I town Bt

HALO VIDEO BAR

neighborhood

CLUB CRYSTAI.

M Wi s

Clear Lake/Webster Need a pruiBSSlunal phnlugrapher for your spec:al
event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202.

RANCH HILL SALOON Glimmie OSVE

H.“.M* OF THE C Ill‘ DEST BEER i ; y mightatthus leather/ der You can pick up the print version of
& Toe WARMEST WELCOME \ i -;: ing Montrost Sl ! Galveston OurSmart magazine the first week of each

| I @ month at any one of our 350 distribution
f B JOIN US FOR JRD COAST DOWNTOWN partners. Below are just a few.

NEON aoo*rs bANtEHnLL&sALoou (CnmlrlgSaon) Just because
. r \ " weehall is

Now open, Venus. VA 2801 Fannin |

The Newest, Hottest NIGHTCLUB Houston 77002

LGBT club in Houston! VenusHoustan.com

Mokt Sl 17
\ight s 5un., 3-7¢

CLUB PRIDE

ting Individuality, Diversit

MOMNTROSE
Rudyard's

2000 Wagh = TI006
Re/MAX Cityview
2909 Baldwan 51, = 77006

Voled C e Besl Places fo 2-Step
Best Bars

OPEN DAILY IPM-2AM ranchhill.com 281-298-9035 THE RIPCORD PINK DOLPHIN

ll-kept, mully

|.
It
tropical flair. 241¢

Thus w

SUPPORT ¢+ EDUCATION ADVOGA

Saturdaysl&lWednesday,

Largest Gay Pool Tournament at 8pm

Sundays;
Open Pool $1.00 Well Vodka
Tables 6pm 9-Ball

EIGHTS
Big State Auto Sales
2200, Bhepherd Dr, » 77008

- ; Where Even/ahe
UPFPER KIRBY
/s Welcome!
N/ State Farm Ins.
4 2017 §. Shepherd Dr.,

Se B =TI08
Biacamo’s

3215 Westheimer = TT008

‘ www,.GeorgesCountrySportsBar.com J

617 Fairview » Houston, Texas « 713.528.8102|

Spring ¢ WEST
Maine-ly Sandwich
10745 N, Fryvy. = T7037
CLEAR LAKE
Spec’s
1033 West Bay Area Bivd
= 77550
GALVESTON

| Mosquito Cafe
628 18th Stregt » 77550

If you want to drink, that’s your business.

pop

R.ﬂNCH HILL SALOON

If you want to stop, that's ours.

TC SSHOWBAR

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS | | =227

Hundreds of meetings a week in your area.
Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org
FRI-SUN | 213 MILAM ST | EAGLEHOUSTON. cQM | ¢713) 236- 3;-}-;- For general information visit; www.aa.org

+of the friend
o bar The rased

martMagazine.com  AUGUST 2013 956
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Decisions, Decisions, Decisions

/ month, and the New Moon m s just wanna have fun

Al - i S
August is a b

LED (July 23-August 22). You
are still in a rest-and-retreat
mode as the month opens. You
will be more energetic after
August 9, and especially after
the 27th. You may have been
feeling “stuck,” especially
during July. You are moving
now—not too fast, but you
are moving. You continue to
be in an evaluation phase as
you look at people, things,
and ideas. What really makes
your life more secure? You
won't have time for anything
that doesn't pass the test.

TAURUS (Apri
mumcatol

You are m

SEL Your

for a
This can

IFSelT,
een speaking wi
and that is making

the month. Mak

ur partner really h

CANCER {June 22
maonth for the Mo
their drear
e o tace
Jupiter (p
Sian) In your s
feeling maore

wour life, You are focus

tiort when you speak. Make sure you wear

thing sparkly

[

time 1o shi herwise, somebody

ng very cool and distant.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22
are in more of a 1l

gn until next July, y )
on atnp eut of town te b

stic and pe I
edon VoL resgurces

'.f'.-y'_:--_| l'.-t_‘ ver
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GALVESTON!

ONE OF THETOP 20 HOME PORTS IN THE WORLD

1704 Market, Galveston Circa 1888, wrap-around galleries,
cast iron gallery rails, 6-7 bedrooms, 5 baths and
3-car garage, all on two corner lots...§324,500!

David Bowers, Reaiior
] The House Company
or o ﬂ-O%fl ?6\:3“ - 2800

lveston Historical Foundation
Association of Realtors

+ 2009-2010 Pre
= 2010 President of (
« 2011 GAR Realtor of The Ye
+ 23 Galveston Daily News Reader’s Choice Award

i

Thank you Galveston for voting me:

BEST REALTOR IM GALVESTON™ -OutSmont Readers’ Choice Awards 2017

IF YOU HAVE A BODY
YOU NEED TO WORK IT OUT!

HERE IS THE PLACE

TO GET IT DONE!

* Fitness Programs Tailored to You
* Best Workout Place in Town

* Group Exercise Classes

* Personal Trainers

Feeling good about yourself
how you look is the key.
1 help you get there
with a program just for you.
Call Today!

1501 Durham

713.880.9191

www.houstongym.com

XTC

OPEN UNTIL 3AM

SIZES X-SMALL to (353
SHOE SIZES UP T0 10

WE DO SPECIAL ORDERS
COLT

COLTstudiog roup.com
L

Gordon E. Crofoot MD
Donald Harvey, PA-C

Internal Medicine & HIV

Houston's leading
LGBT healthcare providers

VOTED "GAYE

3701 KIRBY DR | 713.526.0005 [JCROFOOTMD.COM
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 FLOSS went to school, we'd be the kid who picks you first in kickball,
the crush who slips a. note in your locker...

L 5 .

L " = : i o
Mark Eggleston Darrin Brindle { Mary Lampe, Charlie Vaughn, Olivia Kuan, Rachel
i 1 i Boyle Michelle Mower, Kristian Salinas, an
y | David Stephanie Saint Sanchez ai | Fest 2(

(117% John Franklin Wong Corey Allen by Southw

or that teacher who lets you "Work" outside because the weather is nice.

Christopher Garrett

In-network pricing with most PPO plans
Modern, high-tech environment with a friendly atmosphere
Full-service dentistry & Cosmetic procedures
gf:is;:;a:nlii:ez Tcm'luF : -.” s X P s in ¢ ty Roundtat PrOVider Of .J: INvis & '.-,.F INvis J:"'QE-'»’L.
Don’t forget to FLOSS!

FREE TEETH WHITENING FOR LIFE!

o1 % R [ e i e e ) - e engs o T W y
5 = - ; . IH 1 Cleaning, exarlrl f}i X-Ie l} |!21| o l_ U "\.-' d | ue)
Frankie Quijane, Special K, and Tim Wilde witl th: ! s !

CALL TODAY!
713.942.0101

Midtown e 514-A Elgin

Best Female

ARl 4 B 20N : .
Pepe Serna, Hans Payan Geler, David Sanford, Daniel Zamora, ancd Leo Mata, Stefano Ballesteros, Mayor Annise Parker, Omar Zavala James ﬂOSSdental.Com Dentlst:
Jumper Maybach (in front) at Jumper Maybach Art opening at Heights Art Lee, and Luis Zarazua at the "Hispanic ( vent” at Casa Grande s
o ne £ Caller

N | BOP Dr. Dianna Wilde
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v in all its Torrmsaes 2%
/SERVICE | PREVENTION | AESTHETIC

¥oad-Eil
I 7
- .ﬂ ﬁ)ﬁ—

g -:: "‘.‘3{: - !l‘:..
BRUCE W. SMITH DDS
Cosmetic, Reconstructive & Preventive
Dentistry For Adults Since 1981

' BruceSmithDDS.com "'913.529 4364
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